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contrary, he declared, That, if he was pardoned, he
would attempt it again; that he thought it a duty
which he owed his country; and that he died with
pleafure for having endeavored to perform it. Rea-
fon equals Shepherd to Regulus; but prejudice, and
the recency. of the faét, “makes Shepherd a com-
mon malefactor, and Regulus a hero.

Examine carefully, and confider all your notions
of things; analyfe them, afid difcover their compo-
nent parts, ang fee 1f habit and prejudice are not
the principal ones; weigh the martter, upon which
you are to form your opimon, in the equal and im-
partiaF {cales of reafon. It 1s not to be conceived
how many people, capable of reafuning if they
would, live and die in a thoufand errors, from lazi-
nefs: they will rather adopt the prejudices of others,
than give themfelves the trouble of forming opinions
of thewr own., They fay things, at firft, becaufe
other people have faid them; and then they perfift
in them, becaufe they hdve faid them themfelves.

The laft obfervation, that I thall now mention, of
the Cardinal’s, 15, ¢ That a fecret is more eafily kept
“‘%by a good many people, than one commonly ima-
““ gines.” By this he means a fecret’of importance,
among people.interefted” in theskeeping of it.  And
1t 15 certain that people of bufinefs know the i import-
ance of fecrecy, and will obferve i, where they are
concerned in the event. And the Cardinal does not
fuppgfe that any body 1s filly enough to tell a fecret,
merely from the defire of telling it, to-any one that
is not fome way or other interefted in the keeping of’

it,
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it, and concerned in the event. To go and tell any
friend, wife, or miftrefs, any {ecret with which they
have nothing to do, is difcovering to them fuch an
unretentive weaknefs, as muft convince them that
you will tell it to twenty others, and confequently
that they may reveal it without the rifque of being
difcovered. But a fecret properly communicated,
only to thofe who are to be concerned in the thing
in queftion, will probably be kept by them, though
they fhould be a good many. Little fecrets are
commoniy told again, but great ones generally kept.
Adieu!

LETTER CLXIL

London, September the 20th, O.S. 1748,
Pear Bov,

I wAIT with impatience for your accurate Hiftory
of the' Chevaliers Porte Epeés, which you promifed
me in your laft, and which I take to be the forerun-
ner of a larger worky, that you intend to give the
Public, containing a general account of all the Re-
ligious and Mlitary Orders of Europe. Serioutly,
you will do well to have a general notion of all thofe
Orders, antient and modern; both as they are ,fre~
quently the fubje@s of converfation, and ds they are
inore or lefs interwoven with the hiftories of thofe

H2 times.
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t'x:?es. Witnefs the Teutonic Order, which, as {foon
as it gained ftrength, began .ts unjuft depredations
in Germany, and acqmred fuch confiderable poflef-
fions there; and the Order of Maltha alfo, which
continues to this day its plraues upon the Infidels.
Befides, one can go nto no company in Germany,
without runming againft Monfeur le Chevalser, or
Monfieur le Commandenr de I'Ordre Teutomque. 1t is
the fame in all the other pdrts of Europe, with re-
gard to the Oeder of Maitha, where you never go
into company without meeting two or three Cheva-
lrers, or Commandenrs, who talk of thtir Preuves,
their *Langues, thewr Casavanes, &e. of all which
things, I am fure, you would not willingly be igno-
rant. On the other hand, I do not 1nean that you
thould have a profound and minute xnowledge of
thefe matters, which are of a nature that a generil
knowledge of them 1s fully fufficient. T would not
recommend to you to read Abbé Vertot's Hiftory of
the Order of Malthay, in four quarto voh}mes; that
would be employing a great deal of good time very
k. But T would have you know the foundations,
the objes, the Infignia, and the fhort general hif-
tory of them all.

As for the ntient religious,fiilitary Orders, which
were chicfly founded in the eleventh and twelfth
centuries, fuch as Maltha, the Teutonic, the Kmghts
Templars, &. the mpuftice and the wickednefs of
thofe eftablithments cannot, I am fure, have efcaped
your. obfervation. Their pious object was, to take
away by force other people’s property; and to maf-
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facre the proprietors themfelves, if they refufed to
give up that property, and adopt the opinionsgof
thefe invaders. What right or pretence had thefe
confederated Chriftians of Europe to the Holy Land ?
Let themeproduce their grant of 1t in the Bible.
Will they fay that the Saracens had pofleffed them-
felves of it by force; and that, confequently, they
had the fame right ? Is it lawful then to fteal goods,
becaufe they were flolep before ! Surely not. The
truth 13, that the wickednefs of many, and the weak-
nefs of more, 1n thofe ages of ignorance and fuper-
fuution, copcurred to form thofe flagitious confpira-
cies againft the lives and properties of unoffending
people. The Pope fanétified the villainy, and an-
nexed the pardon of fins to the perpetration of it.
This gave rife to the Croifadoes, and carried fuch
Twarms of people from Europe to the conquefts of
the Holy Tand. Peter the Hermit, an active and
ambitious Prieft, by his indefatigable pains, was the
immediate author of ‘the firft Croifade; Kings,
Princes, all Profeflions and Charaéters united, from
different motives, 1n this great undertaking, as every
fentiment, except true religion and morality, invited
to1t. The -ambittous hoped for kingdoms; the
greedy and the meceffitous for plunder; and fome
were enthufiafts enbugh to hope for falvation, by
the deftruétion of a confiderable number of their
fellow-creatures, who had done them no wnjury. I
cannot omut, upon this occafion, telling you that
the Eaftern Emperors at Conftantinople, (who, as
Chriftians, were obliged at leaft to feem to favbur

Hj thefe
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thefe exped:tions) feeing the immenfe numbers of the
Croifés, and fearing that the Weftern Emplrc might
have fome mund to the Eafiern Empire too, 1if it
fucceeded againft the Infidels, as lappétit wient en
mangeant ; thefe Eaftern Emperors, very honetftly,
poifoned the waters whercethe Cr0if’s were to pafs,
and {o deftroycd infimite numoers of them.

The later Orders of Knighthood ; fuch as the Gar-~
ter in England; the Elepkant in Denmark; the
Golden Fleece in Burgundy ; the St. Ffprit, St. M-
chel, St. Louws, and St. Lazare, in France, ¢c. are
of a very different nature and inftitution.  They
were either the initations to, or the rawards of brave
actions in fair war; and are now rathier the decora-
tions of the favour of the Prince, than the proofs of
the ment of the {ubject. However, they are worth
your enquiries to a certain degree; and converfation
will give you frequent opportunities for them.
Wherever you are, I would advife you to enquire
into the refpective Orders of that country, and to
write down a thort account of them. Yor example;
while you are in Saxony, get an accotint of /' Asgle
Blanc, and of what other Orders there may be, either
Polith or Saxon ; and, when you thall be at Berlin,
inform yourfelf of the three Orders, digle Now, la
Générofité, et,le Vrai Mérste, which are the only ones
that I know of there. But whenever you meet with
ftraggling rjabands and fars, as'you will with a
thoufand 1 Germany, do not fail to enquire what
they ar¢, and'to take a minute of them in your me:
morandum-book : for it 1s a fort of knowledge that

cofts



TO HIS SON. 103

cofts little to acquire, and yet is of fome ufe.
Young people have frequently an incurioufnefs about
them, anfing either from lazinefs, or a contempt of
the objeét; which deprives them of feveral fuch ht-
tle parts of knowledge, that they afrerwards with
they had acquired. If you will put converfation to
profit, great knowledge may be gained by it; and is
1t not better (fince 1t 1s full as ealy) to turn it upon
ufeful, than upon ufelefs fubjeéts? People always
talk beft upon what they know moft, and it is
both pleafing them, and improving ohe’s-{elf, to put
them upon that fubjeét. 'With people of a particu-
lar profeflion, or of a diftinguithed eminency in any
branch of learning, one 1s not at a'lofs: bat with
thofe, whether men or women, who properly confti-
tute what 1s called the beau monde, one muft not
choofe deep fubjects, nor hope to get any know-
ledge above “that of Orders, Ranks, Famulies, and
Court anecdotes; which are therefoie the proper
(and not altogether ufelefs) {ubje@s of that kind of
converfation. ; Women, ef.pccmlly, are to be talked
to, as below men, and above children. If you talk
to them too dcep, you only confound them, and lofe
your own labody ; 1f you talk to them too frivolouﬂy;
they perceive and, refent the contempt. The pro-
per tone for them 13; what the Frerch call the Ex-
tregen:, and is, 1n truth, the polite jargon of good
company. Thus, if you aie a good chemift, you

may extraét fomething out of every thing.
« 4 propas of the beau monde ; T muft again and again
recommend the Graces to you. There'is no doing
Hg4 without
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without them in that world; and, to make a good
figure in that world, 15 a great flep towards making
one m the world of bufinefs, particularly that part
of it for which you are deftined. An ungraceful
manner of {peaking, awkward motions, and a dif-
agreeable addrefs, are groat clogs to the ableft man
of bufinefs; as the oppofite qualifications are of in-
finite advantage to him. I am therefore very glad
that you learn to dance, flace I am told there is a
very good dancing-mafter at Leipfic. I would have
you dance a minuet very well, not {fo much for the
fake of the minuet itfelf (though that, ¥ danced at
all, ought to be danced well) as thut 1t wilt give you
an habitnal genteel carriage, and manner of prefent-
ing yourfelf.

Since I am upon little things, I muft mention an-
other, which, though little enough mn.itfelf, yet, as
1t occurs at leaft once in every day, deferves fome
attention ; I mean Carving. Do you ufe yourf=If to
carve adraitly and genteely ; without hacking half an
bour acrofs a bone; without befpattering the com-
pany with the fauce; and without overturning the
glaffes into your neighbour’s pockets? Thefe awk-
sardnefles are extremely difagreeablc; and, if often
repeated, bring ridicule. They are very cafily avoid-
ed, by a little attention and ufe.

How trifling foever thefe things may feem, -or
really be, in themfelves, they are no longer fo, when
above half the world thinks them otherwife. And,
as I would have you omnibus ornatum—-excellere rebus,
I think nothing above or below my pointing out to
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you, or your excelling in. You have the means of
doing it, and time before you to make ufe of them.
Take my word for it, I afk nothing now, But what
you will, twenty years hence, moft heartily wifh that
you had done. Attention to all thefe things, for the
next two or three years,-will fave you infinite trou-
ble and endlefs regrets hereafter. May you, in the
whole courfe of your life, have no reafon for any
onc Juift regret! Adieu.

Your Drefden china 15 arrived, and I have fent 1t
to your Mamma.

LETTER CLXIV.

London, September the 27th, O.8. 1748.
Deaxr Boy,

I BAVE received your Latin Eecture upon War,
which, thouygh it 1s not exactly the fame Latin that
Cefar, Ciceds, Horace, Virgil, and Ovid fpoke, is,
however, as good Latin as the eradite Germans {peak
or write. I have always obferved that the moft
learned people, that is thofe who have read the
moft Latin, wrnite the worft; and this diftin-
guithes the Latin of a Gentleman fcholar from
that of 2 Pedant, A Gentleman has, pfobatly, read
no other Latin than that of the Auguftan age ; and

therefore
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therefore can write no other: whereas the Pedant
has read much more bad Latin than gbod; and con-
fequently writes fo too. He looks upon the beft
claflical books, as books for {fchool-boys, and con-
fequently below him ; but pores over fragments of
obfcure authors, trcafures, up the obfolete words
which he meets with there, and ufes them upon all
occafions, to fhow his reading, at the expence of
his judgment. Plautus 1s hig favourite author, not
for the fake of the wit and the w15 comica of his
comedies ; but ‘upon account of the muny obfolete
words, and the cant of low characters, which are
to be met with no where elfe.  He will rather ufe
olli than #/li, eptumé than optimeé, and any bad word,
rather than any good one, provided he can but
prove, that, firi¢tly {peaking, it 1s Latin; that is,
that it was written by a Roman. By this rule, &
might now wrnite to you in the language of Chaucer
or Spenfer, and affert that 1 wrote Englifh, becaufe
it was Englith in their days; but I fhould be a moft
affeed puppy if 1 did fo, and you would.not un-
derfiand three words of my letter. Adl thefe, and
fuch-like affected peculiarities, are the characteriftics
of learned coxcombs and pedants, anc are carefully
avoided by all men of {enfe.

I dipped, acc‘xdentally, the other day, into Pitif-
cus’s preface to his Lexicon; where 1 found a word
that puzzled me, and which I did not remember
ever to have met with before. It is the adverb pre-
fifcine ; ‘which means, i a good bour ; an expreffion,
which, by the fuperftition of it, appears to be low

and
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and vulgar. I looked for it; and at laft I found, that
1s once or twice made ufe of in Plautus; upon the
firength of which, this learned pedant thrufts it into
his preface. Whenever yon write Latin, remember
that every word or phrafe which you make ufe of|
but cannot find in Cefar, Cicero, Livy, Iorace,
Virgil, and Ovid, 1s bad, illiberal Latin, though it
may have been written by 2 Roman.

I muft now fay fomieghing as to the matter of the
Le&ure ; inwhich, I confefs, there is one doétrine
laid down that furprizes me: it s this ; Quum verd
Foflts fit lentg citave moite omma diva nobts minitans
quocunque bellaatious negotium eft, parum [né interfuerit
guo modo cum obruere ¢t mtei ficere fatogamus, fi ferocsam
exucre cuncletur.  Ergo weneno quoque uti fas eft, €.
whereas I cannot conceive that the ufe of poifon can,
upon any account, come within the lawful means of
felf-defence.  Force may, without doubt, be juftly
repelled by force, but not by treachery and fraud ;
for I do not call the ftratagems of war, fuch as am-
bufcades, -mafked batteries, falfe attacks, &e. frands
or treachery ; ‘they are mutually to be expected and
guarded againgt; but poifoned arrows, poifoned
waters, or poson adminiftered to your enemy
(which can only be done by treachery), I have always
heard, read, and thought to be unlawful and in-
famous means of defence, be your danger ever fo
great. But, /i ferociam exuere cunftetur 3 muft I rather
die than poifon this enemy ? Yes, certaialy, much
rather die than do a bafe or criminal a&i&ﬁ ;s nér can

I be fure, beforehand, that this egemy may not, in
the
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the laft moment, ferociam cxuere. But the Public
Lawyers, now, feem to me rather to warp the law,
in order to anthorize, than to check, thofe unlawful
proceedings of Princes and States; which, by being
become common, appear lefs criminal ; though cuf-
tom can never alter the narure of good and ill.

Pray let no quibbles of Lawyers, no refincments
of Cafuifts, break into the plain notions of nght and
wrong; which every man’s, 1ight reafon, and plain
common fenfe, fuggeft to him. To do as you would
be done by, is the plain, fure, and undifputed rule
of morality and juftice. Stick to that; and be con.
vinced, that whatever breaks into 1t 1n any degrec,
however fpecionfly 1t may be turned, and however
puzzling it may be toanfwer 1t, 15, notwithftanding,
falfe in tfelf, unjuft, and crimmal. T do 20t know
a crime in the world, which 13 not, by the Cafuirts
among the Jefwits (efpecially the twgnty-four col-
lected, I think, by Efcobar) allowed, in fome, or
many cafes, notto be ciiminal. The principles firft
laid down by them are often {pecious, the reafoningg
plaufible ; but the conclufion alwaysa lie : for 1t 1s
contrary to that evident and undemable rule of juf-
tice which I have mentioned above,/-‘of not doing to
any ane what you would not bhave hum do to you.
But, howevef, thefe refined fpecies of cafuifiry and
{ophiftry, being very convenient and welcome to
people’s paffions and appetites, they gladly accept
the indulgence, without defiring to detect the fallacy
of the realoning : and indeed many, I might fay moft
people, are not able to do it; which makes the

publication
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publication of fuch quibblings and refinements the
more pernicious. I am no tkilful Cafuift, nor fubtle
Difputant ; and yet I would undertake to juftify, and
qualify, the proteflion of a highwayman, ftep by ftep,
and fo plaufibly, as to make many ignerant people
embrace the profeffion, as an innocent, if not even
a laudable one; andto puzzle people of fome degree
of knowledge, to anfwer me pownt by point. I have
feen a book, ntituled Ruidlbet ex Ouclibet, or the
Art of making any thing out of any thing ; which is
not {o difficult, as 1t would feemn, if’ once one quits
certain plasn truths, obvious in grofs to cvery under-
ftanding, in order to run after the ingenious refine-
ments of warm imaginations and {peculative reafon-
ings. Doctor Berkeley, Bithop of Cloyne, a very
worthy, ingenious, and learned man, has written a
book to prove, that there is no fuch thing as Mat-
ter, and that nothing exifts but inidea : that you and
I only fancy ourfelves eating, drinking, and {leep-
mg ; you at Leipfig, and I at London : that we think
we have fleth and blood, legs, arms, {Fe. but that
we are only fpint. His arguments are, ftrictly
fpeaking, uranfwerable; but yet I am fo far from
being convinced by them, that I am determined to
g0 on to eat and drink, and walk and ride, in order
to keep that matter, which 1 {o mxﬁakenly imagine
my body at prefent to confift of, in as good plight
as poffible. Common fenfe (which, in truth, 1s
very uncommon) is the beft fenfe I know of : abide
by it ; it will countel you beft. Read and hear, for

your amufetnent, ingenious {yftems, nice queftions
fubully
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fubtilly agitated, with all the refinements that warm
Imaginations fuggefi : but confider them only as ex-
ercitations for the mind, and return always 10 fettle
with common fenfe.

I ftumbled, the other day, at a bookfeller’s, upon
Comte de Gabalis, in two very hittle volumes, which
I had formerly read. I read it over again, and with
freth aftonithment. Moft of the extravagances are
taken from the Jewith Rabbins, w0 broached thofe
wild notions, and delivered thein 1n the untelhgible
jargon which the Cabalifts and Roficrucians deal in
to this day. Their number is, Ibelieve,- much lef-
fened, but there are full fome ; and I myfelf have
known two, who ftudied and firmly beheved in that
myfucal nonfenfe, What extravagancy is not man
capable of entertaining, when once his thackled rea-
fon is led in triumph by fancy and prejudice i The
amtient Alchemifts gave very much into this ftuff, by
which they thought they fhould difcover the Phi-
lofopher’s Stone; and {ome of the moft celebrated
Empirics employed it in the purfuit of the Univerfal
Medicine. Paracelfus, a bold Empiric, and wild
Cabalift, afferted, that he had dlfcov\ered it, and
called it his Alkabeff. Why, or whﬁrefore, God
knows ; only that thofe madmen call nething by an
intelligible name. You may eafily get this book
from the Hague ; read it, for it will both divertand
aftonith you; and, at the fame time, teach you »il
admirari ; a very neceflary leffon.

Your'letters, except when upon a given fubjec,’
are exceedingly laconic, and neither anfwer my de-

fires,
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fires, nor the purpofe of letters; which fhould be
familiar converfations between abfent friends. As I
defire to live with you upon the footing of an inti-
mate friend, and not of a parent, 1 could with that
yowr letters gave me more particular accounts of
yourfelf, and of your lefler tranfactions. When you
write to me, {uppofe yourfelf converfing freely with
me, by the fire-fide. In that cafe, you would natu-
rally mention the incidents of the day; as, where
you had been, whom you had fcen, w l.mt: you thought
of them, &¢c. Do this in your letters ; acquaint me
fometimes with your ftudies, fomctimes with your
diverfions : tell me of any new perfons and charac-
ters that you meet with 1in company, and add your
own obfervations upon them: i fhort, let me fee
more of You in your letters. How do you go on with
Lord Pulteney : and how does he go on at Leipfig ?
Has he learning, has he parts, has he apphcation ?
Is he good or ill-natured ? In thort, Whatts he ? at
leaft, What do you think him? You may tell me
without feferve, for I promife you fecrecy. You are
now of an age, that I am defirous to begin a con-
fidential correfpondence with you; and as T fhall,
on my part, write you very freely my opinion npon
men and things, which I thould offen be very un-
willing that any body but you and Mr. Iarte fhould
fee ; fo, on your part, if you write to me without
referve, you may depend upon my inviolable fecrecy.
If you have ever looked into the Letters of Madame
de Sevigné, to her daughter Madame de Gfignan,
you muft have obferved the eafe, freedom, and

friendthip
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friendfhip of that correfpondence ; and yet, I hape,
and believe, they did not love cne another better
than we do. Tell me what books you are now read-
ing, either by way of ftudy or amufement ; how you
pafs your evenings when at home, and where you
pafs them when abroad. Icknow that you go fome-
times to Madame Valentin’s affembly ; what do you
do there ? do you play, or fup, or is it only la belle
converfation ? Do yoa mind your dancing, while your
dancing-mafter is with you? Asyou will be often
under the neceflity of dancing a minuct, I would
have you dance 1t very well. Remember, that the
graceful motion of the arms, the giving your hand,
and the putting-on and pulling-off your hat gen-
teely, are the material parts of a gentleman’s dancing.
But dﬁ greateft advantage of dancing well 15, that
it ncceﬂlnlv teaches you to prefent yourfelf, w fit,
fland, and walk gentecly 1 all of which are of real
importance to a man of fathion.

I thould with that you were polifhed before you
go to Berlin; where, as you will be 1n a great deal of
good company, I would have you have the nght
manners for it. It 15 a very confiderable article o
have Je ton de la bonne compagnie, 1n your defhination
particularly. The principal bufinefs of a foreign
Minifter is, to get into the fecrets, and to know all
les allures of the Courts at which he refides : this he
can never bring about, but by fuch a pleafing ad-
drefs, fuch engagmg manners, and fuch an in-
finuatifig behavxour, as may make him fought for,
and in fome meafure domefiic, in the beft company

2 and
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and the beft families of the place. He will then,
indeed, be well informed of all that pafles, either
by the confidences made lum, or by the carelefinefs
of people in his company; who are accuftomed to
look upon him asone of them, and confequently not
upon their guard before hrm.  For a Minufter, who
only goes to the Court he refides at, in form, to
afk an audience of the Prince or the Minifter, upoen
his laft inftruétions, puts them upon their guard,
and will never know any thing more than what they
have a mind that he fhould know. Here women
may be put ¢o fomc ufe. A Kifig’s miftrefs, or a
Minifter’s wife or miftrefs, may give great and ufe-
ful informations; and are very apt to do it, being
proud to fhow they have been trufted.  But then, n
this cafe, the height of that fort of addrefs, which
ftrikes women,+is requifite ; I mean that eafy polite-
nefs, genteel and graceful addrefs, and that extériear
brillant, which they cannot withftand. There is a
fort of men fo like women, that theyare to be taken
juit in the fame way ; I mean thofe who are com-
monly called fine men; who {warm at all Courts;
who have little feflection and lefs knowledge ; but
who by their good-breeding, and tramn-tran of the
world, are admrted into all companges; and, by
the imprudence cor careleflnefs of their fuperiors,
pick up fecrets worth knowing, which are eafily got
out of them by proper addrefs. Adieu.

Vor. II, I LETTER
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LETTEZR CLXV,

Bath, O&ober the 12th, O. 5. 1548,

/

Dear Bovy,

I cAME bere three days ago, upon account of a
diforder in my ftomach, which affe¢ted my head,
and gave me vertigos. I afready find myfelf fome-
thing better ;.and confequently do not doubt that a
courfe of thefe waters will fet me quite right.  Bat
how-ever, and where-ever I am, your welfare, your
charaer, your knowledge, and your morals, em-
ploy my thoughts more than any thing that can
happen tome, or that I can fear or hope for myfelf.
T am gouig off the flage ; you are coming upon it :
with me, what has been, has been,-and refle¢tion
now would come too late ; with you, every thing is
to come, even, in fome manner, refleCtion atfelf:
{o that this 1s the very time when my refle¢tions, the
refult of experience, may be of ufe to you, by fup-
plying the want of vours. As foon as you leave
Leipfig, you will gradually be going into the great
world ; where the firft impreflions that you fhall
give of yourfrlf will be of great importance to you s
bat thofe which you receive will be decifive, for
they always ftick. To keep good company, efpe-
cially at your firft fetting out, is the way to receive
good impreflions. If you atk me what I mean by
good company, I will confels to you, that it is

pretty
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pretty difficult to define; but I will endeavour to
make you underftand it as well as I can.

Good Company is not what refpe@ive fets of
company are pleafed either to call or think them-
felves; but it is that company which all the people
of the place call, and acknowledge to be good com-
pany, notwithftanding fome objeions which they
may form to {fome of the individuals who compofe
it. It confifts chietly. (but by no means without
exception) of people of confiderable birth, rank, and
character: for people of neither birth nor rank are
frequently, and very juftly, admitted into 1t, 1f dif-
tinguithed by any peculiar merit, or eminency in
any liberal art or fcience. Nay, fo motley a thing
is good company, that many people, without birth,
rank, or merit, intrude 1nto 1t by their own for-
wardnefs ; and others flide into it by the prote@ion
of fome coufiderable perfon; and fome even of in-
different characters and morals make part of it.
But, in the main, the g.ood part preponderates, and
people of infamous and blafted charaéters are never
admitted. Ih this fathionable good company, the
beft manners and the beft language of the place are
moft unqueftionably to be learnt; for they eftabhifh,
and give the tone to both, which gre thercfore cal-
led the language and manncrs of good company ;
there being no legal tribunoal to afcertain either.

A companv confifting wholly of people of the firft
quality cannot, for that reafon, be called godd com-
pany, in the common acceptation of the phiafe, un-
lefs they are, into the bargain..the fathionable and

Iz accredited
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accredited company of the place; for people of the
very firft quality can be as filly, as ill-bred, and
as worthlefs, as people of the meaneft degree. On
the other hand, a company confifting enurely of
people of very low conduion, whatever their merit
or parts may be, can never be c:lled good com-
pany; and confequently fhould not be much fre-
quented, though by no means defpifed.

A company wholly compoted of men of learning,
though greatly to be valued and refpefted, 15 not
meant by the words good company : they cannot have
the ealy manners and #2w nure of the world, as they
do not live in 1t.  If yeu can bear your part well in
fuch a company, it is extremely right to be in it
fometimes, and you will be but moie efteemed in
ather companiesgefor having a place in that. But
then do not let 1t engrofs you; for, 1f,you do, you
will be only confidered as one of the hierati by pro-
feffion, which 18 not the way either to fhine, or rife
in the world.

The company of profefled Wits and Poets is ex-
tremely inviting to moft young men; who, ‘if they
have wit themfelves, are plealed with it, and, if they
have none, are fillly proud of being one of it: but
it thould be frequented with moderation and judg-
ment, and you thould by no means give yourfelf up
toit. A Wit is a very unpopular denomination, as
it-carries terror along with 1t; and peoplc in general
are as much afraid of a lne Wit, in company, asa
woman‘is of 4 gun, which fhe thinks may go off of
itfelf, and do hera mifchief. Their acquaintance

15,
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, however, worth feeking, and their company
worth frequenting ; but not exclufively of others,
nor to fuch a degree as to be confidcred only as one
of that partlcular fet.

But the company, which of all others you thould
moft carefully avoid, 1s ‘that low company, which,
in every fenfe of the word, i1s low indeed ; low in
rank, low in parts, low in manners, and low in
merit.  You will, petlaps, be furprifed, that I
fhould think it neceflary to warn you againft {uch
company ; but yet I do not think 1t wholly unne-
ceffury, after the many inftances which I have feen,
of men of fenfe and rank, difcredited, vilified, and
undone, by keeping fuch company. Vanity, that
fource of many of our follies, and of fome of our
c.rifnes, has funk many a man into company, in
every light.infinitely below himfelf, for the fake of
being the firt man in 1it. There he diétates, 1s ap-
plauded, admired; and, for the fake of being the
Coryphaus of that wrcrched chorus, difgraces and
difqualifics himfelf foon for any better company.
Depend upon'it, you will fink or rife to the level of
the company which you commonly keep: people
will judge of you, and not unreafonably, by that.
There is good fenfe 1n the Spanith ofaying, ¢ Tell
“ me whem you live with, and I will tell you who

¢ you are.” Make it thercfoie your bufinefs, where-
ever you are, to get into that company, wlnch every
body of the piace allows to be the befi, company,
nbxt to their.own : which is the beft definition that
Ican give you of good company. But here, too,
13 one
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bite caution is very neceflary; for want of which
many young men have been ruined, even in good
company. Good company (as I have before ob-
ferved) is compofed of a great variety of fathion-
able people, whofe characters and morals are very
different; though their marners are pretty much the
fame., When a young man, new in the world, firft
gets inta that company, he very rightly determines
to conform to, and imitaté it. But then he too
bften, and fatally, miftakes the objes of his imi-
tation., He has often heard that abfurd term of
genteel and fafthionable vices. He there {ees fome
people who thine; and who in geperal are admired
and efteemed ; and obferves, that thefe people are
whore-mafters, drunkards, or gamefters: upon
which he adopts their vices, miftaking their defc&s
for their perfections, and thinking that they owe
their fathion and their luftre to thofe genteel vices.
Whereas it is exadtly the reverfe; for thefe people
have acquired their reputation by their parts, their
learning, their good-breeding, and othersreal ac-
complithments; and are only blemithed and lower-
ed, in the opinions of all reafonable people, and of
their own in time, by thefe genteel and fathionable
wices. A whoremafier, ina flux, or without a nofe,
is a very genteel perfon indeed ; and well worthy of
imitation. A drunkard, vomiting up at night the
wine of the day, and ftupified by the head-ach
all the next, is, doubtlefs, a fine model to copy
from. And a gamefter tearing his hair, and blai-
plieming, for having loft more than he had in the

world,
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world, is furely a moft amiable charadter, Noz
thefe are allays, and great ones too, which can ne-
ver adorn any charadter, but will always debafe the
beft. To prove this; fuppofe any man, without
parts and fbme other good qualities, to be merely 2
whoremafter, a drunkarg, or a gamefter; how will
he be looked upon by all forts of people ? Why, as
a moft contemptible and vicious animal. Therefore
it is plain, that in thefe nuxed characters the good
part only makes people forgive, but not approve,
the bad.

I will hope and believe, that you will have no
vices; but if, unfortunately, you fhould have any,
at leaft I beg of you to be content with your own,
and to adopt no other body’s. The adoption of
vice has, I am convinced, ruined ten times more
young men, ghan natural inclinations.

As I make no difficulty of confefling my paft er-
rors, where I think the confeflion may be of ufe to
you, I will own, that, when I firft went to the uni-
verfity, *I drank and fmoked, notwithftanding the
averfion I had to wine and tobacco, only becaufe I
thought it genteel, and that it made me look like a
man, Wher I went abroad, I firft went to the
Hague, where gaming was much in fathion; and
where I obferved that many pcoplc of thining rank
and charalter gamed too. I was then young
enough, and filly enough, to believe, that gaming
was one of their accomplifhments; and as I aimed
at perfection, I adopted gaming as a'néceffary ﬂ:cp
to it. Thus I acquired, by errar, the habit of a wice,

14 which
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which, far- from adorning my character, has, I am
confcious, been a great blemith ia it.

Imitate then, with difcernment and judgment,
the real perfections of the good company into which
you may get; copy their politenefs, their carriage,
their addrefs, and the eafy and well-bred turn of
their ‘converfation; but remember that, let them
fhine ever fo bright, their vices, if they have any,
are fo many {pots, which you would no more imi-
tate, than you would make an artificial wart upon
your face, becaufe fome very hand{fome man had
the misfortune tn have a natural one upon his : but,
on the contrary, think how much handfomer- he
Would have been without it.

Having thys confefled fome of my égaremens, 1
will now thow you a little of my right fide. I al-
wiys endeavoured to get into the heft campany
wherever I was, and commonly fucceeded. There 1
pleafed 1o fome degree, by fhowing a defire to pleafe.
I-took care never to be .:ibfent or difirait ; but, on
the contrary, attending to every thing that was {ai1d;
done, or even looked, 1n company: I never failed
the minuteft attentions, and was never journaler.
Thefe things, and not my égaremens, made me
fafhionable.

Adieu! this letter is full long enough.

LETTER
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LETTER CLXVL

"Bath, Otober the 19th, O. S, 1748,

Dear Bov,

HAVING, in my laft, pointed out what fort of
company you fhould keep, I will now give you
fome rules for your conduét in it; rules which my
own experience and obfervation enable me to lay
down, and communicate to you, with fome degree
of confidence. I have often given you hints of thig
kind before, but then 1t has been by fnatches; I
will now be more regular and methodical, I fhall
fay nothing with regard to your bodily carriage and
addrefs, bit leave them to the care of your danc-
ing mafter, and to your own attention to the beft
models : remember, however, that they are of con-
fequences

Talk oftensy but never long; in that cafe, if you
do not pleafe, -at leaft you are fure not to tire your
hearers, Pay*@ur own reckonmng, but do not treat
the whole company ; this being one of the very few
cafes in which people do not care’to be treated,
every one being fully convinced that he has where-
withal to pay.

Tell ftories very feldom, and abfolutely never but
where they are very apt, and very fhort! Omit every
circumftance that is not material, and beware of di-

greflions,
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greffions. To have frequent recourfe to narrative,
betrays great want of imagination.

Never hoid any body by the button, or the hand,
in order to be heard out; for, if people are rot
willing to hear you, you had much better hold your
tongue than them.

Mboft long talkers fingle out fome one unfortunate
man in company (commonly him whom they ob-
ferve to be the mott filent, or their next neighbour)
to whifper, or at leaft, in a half voice, to convey a
continuity of words to. This is exceflively 1ll-bred,
znd, in fome degree, a fraud; converfation-ftock
being a joint and common property. But, on the
other hand, if one of thefe unmeiciful talkers lays
hold of you, hear him with patience (and at leaft
feeming attention) if he is worth obliging ; for no-
thing will oblige him more than a .patient hearing ;
as nothing would hurt him more, than either to leave
him in the midft of hi# difcourfe, or to difcover your
impatience under your affiction.

Take, rather than give, the tone of the~company
you are in. If you have parts, you will fhow then,
more or lefs, upon every fubject; and if you have
not, you had better talk filily upsn a fubject of
other people’s than of your own ehoofing.

_Avoid as much as you can, in mixed companies,
argymentative, polemical conVerfations; whicl,
though they thould not, yet certainly do, indifpofe,
for a 4ime, the contending parties to each other;
and, if thé controver{y grows warm and noify, en-
deavour to put an gnd to it, by fome genteel levity

or
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or joke. I quieted fuch a converfation-hubbub
‘once, by reprefenting te them, that though I was
perfuaded none there piefent would repeat ont of
coyapany what paffed mn 1t, yet I could not an-
fweX for the difcretion of the paffengers in the
fireef, who muft neceffarily hear all that was faid.

Above all things, and upon all occafions, avoid
fpeaking of yourfelf, if it be poffible. Such is the
natural pride and vaniry of our hearts, that it per-
petually breaks out, even in people of the beft
parts, in all the various modes and figures of the
egotifm.

Some, abruptly, fpeak advantageoufly of them-
felves, without either ¢retence or provocation.
They are impudent.  Others proceed more artfully,
as they imagine; and forge accufations againft them-
{elves, complamn of calumnies which they never
heard, in order to iuftify themfelves, by exhibiting
a catalogue of their mgny Artues. They acknoro-
ledge 1t may, indeed, feem cdd, that they fhould 1alk in
that manher of themfelves s it is what they do not Like,
axd what t/JE)" never would have dowe 3 no, no fortsres
Jhould ever basc forced it from them, if they bad not
been thus unju/th and monftroufly accnfed.  But, in thefe
cafes, juftice is furely due to ene's felf, as well as to
others s and when our charaier is atiacked, we may
Jay, in our own juftificatron, what othcrwife we never
would bave faid. This thin veil of Modefty drawn
before Vanity is much too tranfparent to gonteal it,

even from very moderate difcernment,
Others
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Others go more modeitly and more flily fhll (as
they think) to work; but, in my mind, fhil more
nidiculoufly. ‘They confefs themfelves (not without
fome degree of fthame and confufion) into all she
Cardinal Virtues; by firft degrading them into
weaknefles, and then owning their misfortune, 1n
being made up of thole weakneties. They cannot fee
people fuffer, awithout finparhifing w th, and e deavour-
ing to belp them.  They cannot fee people wane, e ithout
relreving theni 5 thongh, rul:, therr own circumflances
canpot very will cfford it They cannot belp fpeaking
truth, though thiy knovv ll the immudence of it., In
Joore, they kiow that, sty all tkefe weakncffes, they are
not fit to lve wn the aworkd, much lefs tv thrive in if.
But they are nozo too eid to chunge, and mu/trub on as
awell as they com. 'Thrs founds too ndicnlous and
eutré, almoft, for the frage; ard yjety take my word
for 1t, you will frequently meet with it upon the
common ftage of the'world.  And here I will ob-
ferve, by the byve, that .you will often mect with
charadlcrs 1n nature, {o cextravagant, that a difcreer
Poet would not venture to fet them upon the ftage
in their true and high colouring.

This principle of vanity and pridesis fo ftrong in
buman nature, that it defcends even to the loweft
objedts; and one often fees peapic angling for
praife, where, admitting all they fay to be true,
(which, by the way, it {eldom is) no juft praife is
to be caught. One man affirms that he has rode
poft an dwundred miles in fix hours: probably it 1s
# lie; but (uppofing it to be true, what then ? Why

he
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he is a very good poft-boy, that is all. _ Another
afferts, and probably not without oaths, that he has
drunk fix or eight bottles of wine at a ﬁtting': out
of\hanty, I will believe him a har; for, if I do not,
I mi\ft think him a beaft.

Sudh, and a thoufand more, are the follics and
extravagancies, which vanity draws people into, and
which always defeat their own purpofe: and, as
Waller {ays upon another fubjedlt,

Make the wietch themoft defpis’d,
Whrere mott he withes to be puia'd.

The only fure way of avoiding thefe evils, is never
to ipeak of yourlelf at all. But when, hiftorically,
you are obliged to mention yourfelf, take care not
to drop one fingle word, that can dire@ly or indi-
retly be confirued as fithing for applaufe.  Be your
character what jgweti\it will be known ; and nobody
will take it 'upon youlown word. Never imagine
that any thing you can fa‘/ yourfelf will varpifh your
defedls, or add lufire to your perfections ; but, on
tLe contrary, it may, and nine times in ten will,
make the former imore glaring, and the latter ob{cure.
If you are filent-upon your bwn fubject, neither envy,
indigﬁatxon, noy ndicule, will obftruét or allay the
applaufe which yod may really deferve ; but if you
publith your own panegyric upon an}.r occafion, or
in any fhape whatfoever, and howeyer artfully drefled
or difguifed, they wiil all contpire againft you, and
you will be difappointed of the very end'y,o aim at.

Take care never to feem dark and Yydkerious;
wvhich is not only a very unamiahle character, but

a very
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i-ﬁlﬁthm go ‘more modeitly and more flily ftill (as -
- they think) to'work; but, in my mind, fiill more:
nidiculonfly. ‘Théy confefs themf{elves (not without
fome degree of thame and confufion) into all #he
Cardinal Virtues; by firft degrading "them Anto
weaknefles, and then' owning their misfortune, in
being made up of thofe weaknefles. They cannot fee
people fuffer, without fympathifing with, and erdeavour-
ang to Lelp them. They cannot [ce people want, without
relieving them ; thouyh, trul:, their eon circumflances
eannot very well cfford it.  They cannot belp [fpeaking
frath, though they Inow all the imprudence of it. In
Joort. they kiowe that, with all thefe weakneffes, they are
nol fit Lo live in the worbd, much lefs to thrive in'if.
But they are now too o/d to change, and mujt r1ub on as
swvell as. they cen. This founds too ridiculous and
outré, almoft, for the frage; apd yetytake my word
for it, you will frequently meet with it upon the
common ftage of the'world. And here I will ob-
ferve, by the bye, that you'will often meet with
characters in nature, fo extravagant, that & difcreét
Poet would not venture to fet them upon the ftage
in their true and high colouring.
This principle of vanity and pndells fo ftrong in
~ human nature, (that it defcends even to the loweft
objects; and one often fees people angling for
- praife, where, admitting" all they fay to be true,
(which, by the way, it {eldom is) no juft praife is
- to'be caught. One man affirms that he has rode
- poft andiundred miles in fix hours: probably it'ts
! {M but fuppofing it to be true, what then? Why ™
St he
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‘he is a very good poft-boy, that is all. _Another
afferts, and probably not without oaths, that he ims
- drunk fix or eight bottles of wine at a fitting : out

of\harity, I will believe him a liar; for, if I do noty
I mi\ft think him a beaft.
Su

, and a thoufand pore, are the follies and
extravagancies, which vanity draws people into, and
which always defeat their own purpofe: and, as
Waller fays upon another fubject,

Make the wretch themolt defpis'd, {

Wlhere moft he withes to be priz'd. "\)

The only fure way of avoiding th efe evils, is never
to fpeak of yourfelf at all. Bur when, hiftorically,
you are obliged to mention yourfelf, take care not -
to drop one fingle word, that can direétly or indi=
rectly be confirued as fithing for applaufe. Be yous
cltaracter what jpmiB\ it will be known ; and nobody
will take it 'upon youlown word. Never imagine
that any thing you can h‘r your{elf will varpith your
defeclts, or add lufire to your perﬁ&:ons but, on
the contrary, it may, and nine times in ten will,
make the former more glaring, and the latter obfcure.
If you are filent-upon your bwn fubject, neither envy,
indighation, noy ridicule, will obftruét or allay the
applaufe which yos may really deferve ; but if you
- publifb your own panegyric upon any occafion, or
in any fhape whatfoever, and howeyer artfully dreffed
or difguifed, they will all confpire againft you, and
you will be difappointed of the very end'y, am at.

«I'ake care never to feem dark and h&ﬁo\u;
avhich is not only a very unamiable character, but

. . ‘awy
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‘a very fufpicious one too: if you feem myfterious -
with others, they will be really fo with you, and
you will know nothing. The height of abilities is,
to have wito feiolto, and penfieri firetti; that is, a
frank, open, and ingenuous exterior, with a pru-
dent and referved interior,; to be upon your own
guard, and yet, by a feeming natural opennefs, to
put people off theirs. Depend upon it, nine in ten
of every company you are in will avail themfelves
of every indifcreet and unguarded expreflion of
yours, if they can turn it to their own advantage.
A prudent referve is therefore as negeffary, as a
feeming opennefs is prudent. Always look people
in the face when you fpeak to them : the not doing
it is thought to imply confcious guilt; befides that
you lofe the advantage of obferving by their coun-
tenances what impreffion your difagyrfe makes upon
them. In order to know people’s real fentiments,
I truft moch more to my ryes than to my ears; for
they can fay whatever they have a mind I fhould
hear ; but they can feldom help looking: what they
have no intention that I fhould know.

Neither retail nor receive {candal willingly; for,
though the defamation of others mayy for the pt’cfent,
gratify the malignity of the pride of our hearts, cool
refledtion will draw very difadvantageous conclufions
from fuch a difpofition; and in the cafe of {candali,
as in that of robbery, the recciver isalways thought
as bad a3 1he thief.

Mieaickty, which is the common and favourite
}D\lfcmcnt of little, low minds, is in the utmoft

A Bt contempt
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- contempt with great ones. It is the loweft and mof
illiberal of all buffoonery. Pray neither pradtife it
yourfelf, nor applaud it in others. Befides that the
“rfon mimicked is infulted; and, as I have often
%ed te you before, an infult is never forgiven. -

I'need not (I believe), advife you to adapt yous
converfation to the people you are converfing withz
for 1 fuppofe you would not, without this caution,
have talked upon the fame fubjeét, and in the fame
manner, to a Minifter of State, a Bithop, a Philo-
fopher, a Captain, and 2 Woman. A man of the
world muft, like the Cameleon, be able to take every
different hue ; which 1s by no means a criminal or -
abje@, but a neceflary complaifance, for it relates
only to Manners, not to Morals.

One word only, as to fwearing ; and that, I hope
and believe, Jg e than is neceffary. You may
fometimes hear fome people, in good company, inter-
lard their difcourfe with vaths, By way of embellith-
ment, as they think; but you muft obferve, too,
vhat thofe who do {o are never thole who contii-
bute, in any degree, to give that company the de=
nomination of good company. They are always
{ubalterns, ofy people of low education; for that
pra&ice befidedthat it has no one tcmptatipn to
plead, is as filly, and as illiberal,’ as it is wicked,

Loud laughter is the mirth of the mob,. who are
only pleafed with filly things ; for true wit or good
fenfe never excited a laugh, fince the creggion of the
world, A man of parts and fafhi ibmc only

* feen to fmile, but fgver heard tp hugh. X il
X 5 i |
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' toconclude this long letter; al the above-
ned rules, however carefully you may obferve
them, will lofe half their effe@, if unaccompanied
by the Graces. Whatever you fay, if you fay %
. with a fupercilious, Cynical face, or an embarrafted
~ countenance, or a filly, difgoncerted grin, will be ill
received. If, into the bargain, you mutter it, or utter
it indiftinétly, and ungracefully, it will be ftill worfe re-
ceived. If your air and addrefs are vulgar, awk-
ward, and gauche, you may be efteemed indeed, if
you have great intrinfic merit ; but you will never
pleafe: and, without pleafing, you will rife but
heavily. Venus, among the Antients, was {yno-
nymous with the Graces, who were always fuppofed
to accompany her : and Horace tells us, that even
Youth and Mercury, the God of Arts and Elo-
quence, would not do without here_.. 4

Parum comis jffne re’_'}'mfm
(" Mercuriufgue.

"They are not inexorable Ladies, and may be had
if properly and diligently purfued.
Adiet,

N . LETTER-

=%
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LETTER CLXVIL -

\\ _ Bath, Oétober thc 29th, O.8. 1748.

L\EAR BOY,

MY anxiety for your {uccefs increafes;in proportion
as the time approaches of your taking your part upén
the great ftage of the world. The audience will
form their opinion of you upon your firft appearance -
(making the proper allowance for your inexperience)
and fo far iy will be final, that, though it may vary
as to the degrees, it will never totally change. This
confideration éxéites that reftlefs attention, with
which I am conftantly examining how I can beft
contribute to the perfection of that charactety in
which the leafy r blemifh would give me more
real concern, than I at\ now capable of feeling upon
any other account what{jever.

I bave long fince done mentioning your great Rew
ligious and Moral duties ; becaufe I could not make
your underftanding fo bad a compliment, as to fup~
pofe that you wanted, or could receive, any new in-
frructions upon thofe two important points, Mr,
Harte, I am fure, “has ot negleéted them ; befides,
- they are fo obvious to common fenfe and reafon, that:
commentators may (as they often do) perplex, but .
cannot make them clearer. My province, d\ereforc,
is to fupply, by ‘my experience, your 0 in=
evitable inexperience in the ways Peo-
Ple at your age are ina ftate of natural ebriety; and

Yor. IL K want
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© want rails, and gardefous, wherever they go, to lin- -

der them from breaking their necks. 'This drunken~
nefs of youth is not only tolerated, but even pleafes,
if kept within certain bounds of difcretion and de-
cenicy. Thole bounds are the point, which it isdif-
ficult for the drunken man him/elf to find out, and
there it is that the experience of a friend may not only
ferve, but fave him,

Carry with you, and welcome, into company, all
the gaiety and fpirits, but as little of the giddinefs,?
of youth as you can. 'The former will charm; but ,
the latter will often, though innocently, implacably|

“offend. Inform yourfeif of the charaéters and fitua-
tions of the company, before you give way to whatj

your imagination may prompt you to {ay. There
are, in all companies, more wrong heads than right
ones, and many morc who defesvs, than who like
cenfure. Should you therefO)‘e expatiate in the praife
of fome virtue, which fom/ in company notorioufly
want ; or declaim againft any vice, which others are
notorioufly infected with ; your refle€tions, however
general and unapplied, will, by beiag applicable,
be thought perfonal, and levelled at thofe people.
This confideration points out to you fufficiently, not
to be fufpicious and captious yourfelf, nor to fuppofe
that things, becaufe they may, are therefore meant .

. at you. The manners of well-bred people fecure
one from thofe indireét and mean attacks; but if, by
chanes, a flippant woman, or a pert coxcomb, lets
off any-+iiyiE o that kind, it is much better not.to
feem to underftand, than to reply to it.- $
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“Cautioufly avoid talking of either your own or
“other people’s domeftic affairs. Yours are nothing
o them, but tedious; theirs are nothing to you.
%I;,c fubject is a tender one ; and it is odds but you
touch fome¢ body or other’s fore place: for, in this
cafe,’ there is no truftinge to {pecious appearances ;
which may be, and often are, {o contrary to the real
fituation of things, between men and their wives,
parents and their children, feeming friends, &e.
that, with the beft intentions in the world, one oftent
blunders difagreeably.

Remember, that the wit, humour, and jokes, of
moft mixed companies are local. They thrive in
that particular {oil, but will not often bear tranf-
plinting. Every company is differently circum-
ftanced, has its particular cant and jargon; which
may give occafiefi o wit and mirth within that cir¢le,
but would feem flat a\d infipid in any other, and
therefore will not bear repeating. Nothing makes a
man look fillier, than a pleafantry, not relithed or
nét underftood ; and if he meets with a profound
filence, when'he expected a general applaufe, or,
what is worfe, if he is defired to explain the bon mot,
his aukward and embarraffed fituation is moge eafily
imagined than defcribed. A4 propos qof repeating 3
" take great care never to repeat (I do not mean here
the pleafantries) in one company what you hear in
another. Things, feemingly indifferent, may, by
circulation, have much graver confgu Eﬁ' than
you would imaginé. Befides, tle® 1sf a general
facit tfuft in converfation, by which a man is obliged
e K 2 not
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not to report any thing out of it, though he is not im-
mediately enjoined fecrecy. A retailer of this kind is
fure to draw himfelf into a thoufand fcrapes and dif-
cuffions, and to be fhily and uncomfortably receivd,
wherever he goes.

You will find, in moft good company, fome peo-
ple, who only keep their place there by a contempti-
ble title enough ;. thefe are what we call very good-
aatured fellows, and the French, bons diables. The
truth is, they are people without any parts or fancy,
and who, ‘having no will of their own, readlly affent
_to, concur in, and applaud, whatever is faid or
done in the compan} ; and adopt, with the fame
alacrity, the moft virtuous or the moft criminal, the
wifeft or the fillieft {cheme, that happens to be ens
tertained by the majority of the company. This
foolith, and often criminal compiaifance, flows from
a foolith caufe, the want of 2hy other merit. Thope
you will hold your placein company by a noble
tenure, and that you will hold 1t (you can bear a
quibble, I believe, yet) in capite. Have a will and
an opinion of your own, and adhere to'them fteadily ;
but then do it with good-humour, good-breeding,
and (if you have it) with urbanity ; for you have not
yet beard enovgh either to preach or cenfure.

All other kinds of complaifance are not only blame- -
lefs, but neceflary in good company. Not to feem
1o perceive the little weakneffes, and the idle but in-
nocem = Ftations of the company, but even to flatter
them; in 2 cer..'n manner, is not only very allow-
able, but, in truth, a fort of polite duty. They will

be
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" be pleafed with you, if you do; and will certainly
_ not be reformed by you, if you do not. For inftance;
‘wou will find in every groupe of company, two prin~
cipal figures, viz. the fine Lady and the fine Gentle-
man; who abfolutely give the law of Wit, Lan-
gua.gé, Fathion, and Tafte, to the reft of that fo-
ciety. 'There is always a firi, and often, for the
time being, a tender alliance between thefe two
figures. Theladylooks upon her empire as founded
upon the divine right of Beauty (and full as good
a divine right it is, as'any King, Emperor, or Pope,
can pretend®to) ; fhe requires, and commonly meets
with, unlimited paflive obedience. And why fhould
fhe .not mcet with it? Her demands go no higher
than to have her unquftioned pre-eminence in
Beauty, Wit, and Fathion, firmly eftablithed. Few
Sovereigns (by~ the Way) are fo reafonable, The
fine Gentleman’s clalm\of right are, mulatis mutan-
dis, the {ame; and though, indeed, he is not al-
ways a Wit de jure, yet, as he is the Wit e faéfo
of that company, he is entitled to a fhare of your
allegiance ; and every body expeéts at leaft as much

-
=

as they are entitled' to, if not fomething more. ;

Prudence bids you make your court to thefe joint
Sovereigns; and po duty, that I knew of, forbids
" it.  Rebellion here is exceedingly dangerous, and
inevitably punifhed by banifhment, and immediate
forfeiture of all your wit, manners, tafte, and fafh~
ion: as, on the other hand, a cheazful Eﬂlﬁio&,

ot without fome flattery, is fure {6 procure you a

firong recommendation, and mbft eﬁ'e&ﬁat paﬁ,
. K 3 ﬂxroughmt
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throughout all their, and probably the neighbouring

dominions. With a moderate fhare of fagacity,

you will, before you have been half an hour in their

company, eafily difcover thefe two principal figures :

" both by the deference which vou will obferve the
whole company pay them, and by that eafy, care-
lefs, and ferene air, which their confcioufnefs of
power gives them. As in this cafe, {o in all others,
aim always at the higheft; get always into the
higheft company, and addrefs yourfelf partigularly
to the higheft in it. The fearch after the unattain-
able philofopher’s ftane has occafioned a thoufand
ufefyl difcoveries, which otherwife would never
have begn made.

What the French juftly call les manieres nobles
are only to be acquired in the very beft companies.
They-are the diftinguithing chara&eriftics of men
of fafhion: people of low seducation never wear
them fo clofe, but that fome part or ather of the
original vulgarifm appears. Les manieres nobles
equally forbid infolent contempt, or low envy and
jealoufy, Low people, in good circumftances, fine
clothes, and equipages, will infolently fhow cons
tempt for all thofe who cannot afford as fine clothes,
as good an eqpipage, and who have not (as their
term is) as much money in their pockets; on the
other hand, they are gnawed with envy, and can-
not help difcovering it, of thofe who furpafs them
in any of iefe. articles ; which are far from being
fure criterions 6fmerit. They are, likewife, jed-
lous of being flighted ; and confequently fufpicious’

and
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" and captious: they are eager and hot about trifles ;
becaufe trifles were, at firft, their affairs of confe-
uence. Les manicres nobles imply exatly the re-
verfe of all this. Study them early; you cannof

make them 'too habitual and familiar to you,

Juft as I had written what goes before, I received
your letter of the 24th, N. S. but I have not received
that which you mention from Mr. Harte. Yours is
of the kind that I defire; for I want to fee your
private picture, drawn by yourfelf, at different fit-
tings : for though, as it is drawn by yourfelf, I pres
fume you wall take the moft advantageous likenefs;
yet I think I have fkill enough in that kind of
painting to difcover the true features, though eyer
fo artfully coloured, or thrown into fkilful lights
and fhades,

"By your account of the German Play, which I do
not know whether I fho gld call Tragedy or Comedy,
the only fhining part of it (fince I am in a way of
quibbling) feems to have been the Fox's Tail, I
prefume, too, that the play has had the fame fate
with the Squib, and has gone off no more. I re-
member a {quib much better applied, when it was
made the device of the colours of a French regi-
ment of grenadiers; it was reprefented burfting,
with this motto under it : Peream dum luceam. :

I like the defcription of your Pic-nic ; where, I
take it for granted, that your cards are only to
break the formality of a circle, and your' Syripofion
;rﬂ:ended more 1o promote converfation drink=

K4 st ot
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ing.  Such an amicable collifion, as Lord Shaftefbury

very prettily calls it, rubs off and fmooths thofe
rough corners, which mere Nature has given to the
fmootheft of us. I hope {fome part, at leaft, of the

' “converfation is in German. 4 propes; tell me, do

you fpeak that language cdrreétly, and do you write
it with eafe? 1 have no doubt of your maftering

~ fhe other modern languages, which are much eafier,

' and occur much oftener; for which reafon, 1 defire

you will apply moft diligently to German, while you
are in Germany, that you may fpeak and write that

‘language moft correctly. e

T expeét to meet Mr. Eliot in London, in about
fhree weeks ; after which you will foon fee him at
Leipfig. Adieu.

LETTER CLXVIIL

London, November the 18th, O.85. 1748.
. Draz Boy,

{ WHA-'I‘EVER I fee, or whatever I hear, my

- #go, and was the+laft eminent pajnter in Europe :

firft confideration is whether it can, in any way, be
ufeful to you. As a proof of this, 1 went accident-
ally the other day into a print- thop ; where, among
many others, I found one print from a famous de-
fign of Callo Maratti, who died about thirty yedrs

¢
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the fubje is #! Studio del Difegno or, the School of
Drawing. An old man, fuppofed to be the Mafter,
\ points to his Scholars, who are varioufly employed
in Perfpeive, Geometry, and the obfervation of
the ftatues of Antiguity. With regard to Perfpec-
tive, of which there are fome little fpecimens: he
has wrote, Tanto che bafli, that is, ds much as is Juf~
fic'ent; with regard to Geometry, Tanto che bafti
again; with regard to contemplation of the antient
ftatues, there is written, Non mai a baflanza ; There
never can be cnough. But, in the clouds, at top of
the piecesare reprefented the three Graces; with
this juft fentence written over them, Senza di noi
y @i fatica ¢ vana; that is, Without us, all labour is
* wain. -This, every body allows to be trie in paint-
_ing ; but all people do not confider, as1 hope you
will, that this truth is full as applicable to every
other art or {cience ; indeed, to every thing that is
to be faid or done. 1 will fend you the print itfelf
by Mr. Eliot, when he returns; and I will advife
you to make the fame ufe of it that the Roman Ca-
tholics fay ‘they do of the pidtures and images of
their faints; which is, only to remind them of
thofe; for the adoration they difclaim. Nay, I
will go farther, and, as the tranfition from Popery
to Paganifm is fhort and eafy, I will claffically and
poetically advife you to invoke, and facrifice to
them every day, and all the day. It muft be owned,
that the Graces do not feem to be natives of Great |
. ‘Britain; and, I doubt, the beft of #s here, have
more of the rough than the pohfhed diamond.
\ Since
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Since Barbarifin drove them out of Greece and
Rome, they feem to have taken refuge in France,
where their temples are numerous, and their wor~
fhip the eftablifhed one. Examine yourfelf feri-
oufly, why fuch and fuch people pleafe and engage
you more than fuch and fuch others, of equal me-
nt; and you will always find, that it is becaufe the
former have the Graces, and the latter not. I have
known many a woman, with an exact fhape, and
a fymmetrical affemblage of beautiful features, pleafe
nobody ; while others, with very moderate fhapes
and features, haye charmed every body. Why?
becaufe Venus will not charm {o much, without her
attendant Graces, asthey will.without her. Among
men, how often have I {een the moft folid merit and
kuowledgb ncglc&cd, unwelcome, or even rejected,
for want of them ! While flimfy parts, little know-
ledge, and lefs merit, introduced by the Graces, have
been received, cherithed, and Admired. Even virtue,
which is moral beauty, wants fome of its charms, if
unzccompanied by them.

If you afk me how you fhall acquire what neither
you nor I can define or afcertain ; I can onlyanfwer,
By abfervation, Form yourfelf, with regard, to others,

- mpon what you feel pleafes you in them. I can tell

i
I

you the importance, the advantage, of having the
Graces ; but | cannot give them you: I heartily
wifh I could, and I certainly would ; for Ido not

' know a better prefent that I could make you. Ta
- fhow you that a very wife, philofophical, and re-

 gired man thinks .upon that fubjeét as 1 do, wha

: .--I.\{i.. havlﬁ
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have always lived in the world, I fend you, by Mr,
Eliot, the famous Mr. Locke’s book upon Educa-
tion; in which you will find the ftrefs thar he lays
upon the Graces, which he calls (and very truly)
Good-breeding. T have marked all tlfe parts of that
book, which are worth. your attention ; for, as he
begins with the child, almoft from its birth, the
parts relative to its infancy would be ufelefs to you,
Germany is, ftill lefs than England, the feat of the
Graces ; however, you had as good not fay {fo while
you are there. But the place which you are going
to, in a gseat degree, is; for I have known as many
well-bred, pretty men come from Turin, as from
any part of Europe. The late King Victor Amedée
took great pains to form fuch of his fubjects as were
of any confideration, both to bufinefs and manners;
the prefent King, I am told, follows his examples
this, however, is certain, that in all Courts and
Congrefles, where there are various foreign Minif-
ters, thofe of the King of Sardinia are generally the
gbleft, the politeft, and les plus déliés. You will
therefore, af Turin, have very good models to form
yourfelf upon; and remember, that with regard to
the beft models, as well as to the antique Greek
ftatues in the print, non mai a bafignza. Obferve
every word, look, and motion, of thofe'who are al-
lowed to be the moft accomplifbed perfons there.
Obferve their natural and carelefs, but genteel air;
their unembarraffed good-breeding; their unaflu~
ming, but yet unproftituted dignity, *Mind their
decent mirth, their difcreet franknefs, and that
N A 4 ‘”’W’
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"‘aﬁ‘q:m, which, as much above the frivolous as
below the important and the fecret, is the proper
medium for copverfation in mixed companies. I
will obferve, by the bye, that the talent of that light
‘entregent is often of great ufe to a foreign Minifter ;
not only as it helps him to- domefticare himfelf in
many families, but alfo as it enables him to put by
and parry fome fubjeéts of converfation, which
might poflfibly lay him under difficulties both what
“to fay, and how to look.

' Ofall the men that ever T knew in my life (and
¥ knew him extremely well) the late Dukc of Marl~
borough pofiefied the Graces in the higheft degree,
not to fay engroffed them ; and indeed .he got the
moft by them; for I will venture (contrary to the
cuftom of profound hiftorians, who always affign
deep caufes for great events) to afcribe the better
half of the Duke of Marlborough’s greatnefs and
riches to thofe Graces. He was eminently illiterate ;
wrote bad Englith, and fpelled it ftill worfe. He had
no fhare of what is commonly called Parts ; that is,
he had no brightnefs, nothing fhining in his genius,
He had, moft undoubtedly, an excellent good plain

- underftanding, with found judgement. But thefe,
~alone, would probably have raifed him but fome-
thing higher than they found him ; which was Page
to King James the Second’s Queen, There the
Graces protected and promoted him ; for, while he
was an Enfign of the Guards, the Dutchefs of Cleve-
land, then favourite mifirefs to King Charles the IId;

B ﬁ!q& by thofe very Graces, gave him five thoufand

poundi.
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' pounds; with which he immediately bought an an- -
nuity,. for his life, of five lundred pounds a year,
of my grandfather, Halifax; which was the founs -
dation of his fubfequent fortune. His figure was
beautiful ; but his manner was irrefiftible, by either
man or woman. It wag by this engaging, graceful
manner, that he was enabled, during all his war, to
connect the various and jarring Powers of the Gmnﬂ, A
Alliance, and to cairy them on to the main objeék
of the war, notwithftanding their private and {epa-
rate views, jealoufies, and wrongheadedneffes. What-
ever Court, he went to (and he was often obliged to
go himfelf to fome refty and refractory ones) he as
conftantly ‘prevailed, and brought them into his
meafures. The Penfionary Heinfius, a venerable
old Minifter, grown grey in bufinefs, and who had _
*governed the Republic of the United Provinces for
more than forty years, was abfolutely governed by
the Duke of Marlborough, as that Republic feels to
this day. He was always cool ; and nobody ever ob-
ferved the leaft variation in his countenmance: he
could refufe more gracefully than other people
could grant; and thofe who went away from him
moft diffatisfied, as to the {ubftance of their buﬁnd:s,
were yet perfonally charmed with bim, and in
fome degree comforted by his manner. With all his
gentlenefs and gracefulnefs, no man living was more
confcious of his fituation, nor maintained his dignity
better,
)2 With the fhare of knowledge whzch jyou have al-
l'eady gotten, and with the mych greater whs,ch.{
hope

Lcr 14
L
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" hope you will foon acquire, what may you fiot exe

pect to arrive at, if you join all thefe graces to it?

An your deftination particularly, they are, in truth,

half your bufinefs; for, if you can once gain the
affedtions, as well as the efteem of the Prince or
Minifter of the Court to which you are fent, I will
anfiver for it, that will effeGtually do the bufinefs of
the Court that {ent you ; otherwife it is up-hill work.

¥ Do not miftake, and think that thefe graces, which

I fo often and fo earneftly recommend to you,
fhould only accompany important tranfactions, and
be worn only les jours de gala: no; they-fhould, if
poffible, accompany every the leaft thing that you
do or fay; for, if you negleét them in little things,

~they will leave you in great ones. I thould, for

"9

inftance, be extremely concerned to fee you even
drink a cup of coffee ungracefully, and flop yourfelf
with it, by your awkward manner of holding it ; nor
fhould I like to fee your coat buttoned, or your
fthoes buckled, awry. But I thould be outrageous,
if I heard you mutter your words unintelligibly, ftam-~
mer in your fpeech, or hefitate, mifplace, and mif-
take in your narrations: and I fhould run away.
from you, with greater rapidity, if poffible, than I
fhould now rup to embrace you, if T found you
deftitute of all thofe graces, which I have fet my
heart upon their making you, onc day, omnibus
ornatum excellere rebus.

_ The fubject is inexhauftible, as it extends to every
thing that is‘to be faid or done; but T will Jeave it
for the prefent, as this letter is a.lrcady pretty Iong‘

Such
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) Such is my defire, my anxiety for your perfeétion,
that I never think I have (2aid enough, though you
may péﬂibly think I have faid tod much; and though,
in truth, if your own good fenfe is not {ufficient to
direct you, in many of thefe plain points, all that I
or any body elfe can fay will be infufficiegt.. But
where you are concerned, I am the infatiable Man
in Horace, who covets ftill a little corner more, to
complete the figure of his field. T dread every little ¥
corner that may deform mine, in which I would hm
(if poffible) no one defect

I this mpment recelved yours of the r7th, N. 8.
and cannot condole with you upon the feceffion of
~your German Commenfausx ; who, both by your and
Mr. Harte's defcription, feem to be des gens d'une
aimable abfence : and, if you can replace them by
any other German converfation, you will be a gainer
by the bargain. T cannot conceive, if you under-
ftand German well enough to read any German book,
how the writing of the German charaéter can be fo
difficult and tedious to you, the twenty-four letters
being very4oon learned ; and I do not expect that
you fhould write yet with the utmoft purity and cor-
rectnefs, as to the language ; what I meant by your
writing once a fortnight to Grevenkgp, was only to
make the written charadter familiar to you. How-
ever, I will be content with onein three weeksor fo.

I'believe you are not likely to fee Mr. Eliot again
foon, he being ftill in Cornwall with his father;
;ho, I hear, is not likely to recover. Adiew.

. LETTER -
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LETTER CLXIX.

London, November the 2gth, O.S. 1748.
Deax Boy, )
I DELAYED writing to you, till I could give you
fome account of the motions of your friend Mr.
Eliot; for whom I know you have, and very juftly,
the moft friendly concern. His father and he came
to towntogether, in a poft-chaife, a fortnight ago,

the reft of the family remaining in Cornwall. His

father with difficulty furvived the journey, and died
laft Saturday was fevennight, Both concern and
decency confined your friend, till two days ago,
when I faw him : he has determined, and 1 think
very prudently, to go abroad again; but how foon,
it is yet mmpofiible for him to know; as he muft

. neceflarily put his own private affairs in fome order

firft: but I conjecture he may poffibly. join you at
Turin ; fooner, to be fure, not. 1 am very forry
that you are likely to be fo long without the company
and the example of {o valuable a friend; and there-
fore I hope that you will make it up to yourfelf, as

well as you can at this diftance, by remembering .
and following-hiis example. Imitate that application

~ of his, which has made him know all thoroughly,

and to the bottom. He does not content himfelf
with the furface of knowledge ; but works in the
\ 23

f
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““\mine for it, knowing that it lies deep. Pope fays,
way truly, in his Effay upon Criticifin ;
A little learning is a dangeréus thing ;
Drink deep, or tafte not the Pierian fpring.

I thall fend you by a fhip that goes to Hamburgh
next week (and by which Hawkins fends Mr. Harte
fome things that he wrote for) all thofe which I pro-
pofed fending you by Mr. Eliot; together with a
very. little box, that I am defired to forward to Mr.
Harte. There will be likewife two letters of recom-
mendation for you to Monfieur Andrié, and Comte
Algarotti, at Berlin, which you will take care to
deliver to them, as foon as you fhall be rigged and
fitted out to appear there. They will introduce you
into the beft company; and I depend upon your
own good fenfe, for your avoiding of bad. "If you"
fall into bad and low company there, or any where
elfe, you will be irrecoverably loft ; whereas, if youn
keep good company, and company above yourfelf,
your character and good fortune will be immoveably
fixed. '

I have .nat-time, to-day, upon account of the
meeting of the Parliament, to make this letter of the
ufual length ; and, indeed, after the volumes that I
have written-to you, all I can add muft be unnecef-
{ary. However, I fhall probably, ex abundanti, re-
turn foon to my former prolixity ; and you will ‘re-

ceive more and more laft words from Yours.”
i
/ - |
Voi. IL L " LETTER

1
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LETTER CLXX.

London, December the 6th, O.S. 1748.
Dear Bovy,

_I AM at prefent under very great concern for the
Jofs of a moft affeionate brother, with whom I
had always lived in the clofeft friendfhip. My bro-
ther John died laft Friday night, of a fit of the gout,
which he had had for about a month in his hands
and feet, and which fell at laft upon hig ftomach and
head. As he grew, towards the laft, lethargic, his
end was not painful to himfelf. At the diftance
which you are from hence, you need not go into

“mourning upon this occafion, as the time of your
mourning would be near over, before you could put
it on.

By a thip which fails this week for Hamburgh, I
fhall fend you thofe things which I propofed to have
fent you by Mr. Eliot, viz. a iirtle box from your
Mamma; a lefs box for Mr. Harte ; M. Lecke’s book
upon Education ; the print of Carlo Maratti, which I
mentioned to you fome time ago; and two letters of

,recommendgtion, one to Monfieur Andrié, and the
“other to Comte Algarotti, at Berlin. - Both thofe
gentlemen will, I,am fure, be as willing as they are
able to introduce you“into the beft company; and
I hop€ you will not (as many of your countrymen
are apt to do) decline it. It is in the beft companies
only, that yowean learn the beft manners, and that

e | tournure,

£ .
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p tournure, and thofe graces, which I have fo often
recommended to you, as the neceflary means of
making a figure in the world.

I am moft extremely pleafed with the account .
which Mr. Harte gives me of your progrefs in Greek,
and of your having read- Hefiod, almoft critically,
Upon this fubjeét I fuggeft but one thing to you, of
many that I might fuggeft ; which is, that you have =
now got over the difficulties of that language, and
therefore it would be unpardonable not to perfevere
to your journey’s end, now that all the reft of your

- way 1s doyn-hill.

I am alfo very well pleafed to hear that you have
fuch a knowledge of, and tafte for, curious books,
and fcarce and valuable tracts, This is a kind of
knowledge which very well becomes a man of {found
«and folid learning, but which only expofes a man of
flight and fuperficial reading ; therefore, pray make
the fubftance and matter of fuch books your firft ob-
ject, and their title-pages, indexes, letter, and bind~
ing, but your fecond. It is the charaéteriftic of a
man ofpasts, and good judgment, to know, and give
that degree of attention that each object deferves.
Whereas little minds miftake little objects for great
ones, and lavith away upon the formgr that time and
attention which only the latter deferve. To fuch
miftakes we owe the numerous and frivolous tribe
of infect-mongers, fhell-mongers, and purfuers and
driers of butterflies, &¢. The ftrong mind diftin-

ithes, not only between the ufefyl and the ufelefs,
but likewife between the ufeful and the curious. He

L2 - applies
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applies himfelf intenfely to the former; he only
amufes himfelf with the latter. Of this little fort of

- knowledge, which I have juft hinted at, you will find

»

at Jeaft as much as you need with to know, ina fu-
perficial but pretty French book, intitled Speclacle de
la Nature ; which will amufz you while you read. it,
and give you a fufficient notion of the various parts
of Nature : I would advife you to read it, at leifure
hours. But that part of Nature, which Mr. Harte
tells me you have begun to ftudy with the Recfor
magnificus, is of much greater importance, and de-
ferves much more attention; I mean, Aftronomy.
The vaft and immeénfe planetary fyftem, the afto-
nithing order and regularity of thofe innumerable
worlds, will open a {cene to you, which net only
deferves your attention as a matter of curiofity, or
rather aftonifhment ; but ftill more, as it will give:
you greater, and confequently jufter ideas of that
eternal and omnipotent Being, who contrived, made,
and ftill preferves that univerfe, than all the con-
templation of this, comparatively, very little orb,
which we at prefent inhabit, could poflibiy-give you.
Upon this fubjet, Monfieur Fontenelle’s Pluralité
des mondes, which you may read in two hours time;

will both inform and pleafe you. God blefs you !

Yours.

N
LETT%R
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LETT®ER CLXXL

London, December the 13th, O.S. 1748.
Dear Boy,

THE 1aft four pofts have brought me no letters,
either from you, or from Mr. Harte ; at which I
am uneafy ; not as a Mamma would be, but asa
Father fhould be: for I do not want your letters as
bills of hedlth ; you are young, firong, and healthy,
and I am, confequently, in no pain about that:
moreover, were either you or Mr, Harte ill, the other
would doubtlefs write me word of it. My impatience
for yours or Mr. Harte’s letters arifes from a very
different caufe, which is, my defire to hear frequently
of the ftate and progrefs of your mind. You are now
at that critical period of life, when every week ought
to produce fruit or flowers anfwerable to your cul-
ture, which I am fure has not been neglected; and
it 15 by'y your letters, and Mr. Harte’s accounts of
you, that, at this diftance, I can only- j‘inge of your
gradations to maturity : I defire, therefore, that one
of you two will not fail to write to me once a week.
The famenefs of your prefent way of life, I eafily
conceive, would not make out a very interefting letter
to an indifferent bye-ftander; but fo deeply concerned
as [ am in the game you are playing, every the leaft
Anove is to me of importance, and helps me to Judge
of the final event.

" Lj As
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As you will be leaving Leipfig pretty foon after '
you fhall have received this letter, I here fend you
one enclofed, to deliver t@ Mr. Mafcow. Itisto
thank him for his attention and civility to you,
during your ftay with him: and I take it for granted,
that you will not fail making him the proper compli-
ments at parting; for the good name that we leave
, behind at one place, often gets before us to another,
and is of great ufe. As Mr. Mafcow is much known
and efteemed in the Republic of letters, I think it
would be of advantage to you, if you got letters of
recommendation from him to fome of the learned
men at Berlin. Thole teftimonials give a luftre,
which is not to be defpifed ; for the moft ignorant
are forced to {eern, atleaft, to pay a regard to learn-
ing, asthe moft wicked are to virtue. Such is their
intrinfic worth !

Your friend Duval dined with me the other day,
and complained moft gricvoufly, that he had not
heard from you of above a year; I bade him abufe
you for it himfelf; and advifed him to do it in verfe,
which, if he was really angry, his indig‘r:.:._r’fgn would
enable him to do. He accordingly brought me, yef-
terday, theenclofed reproaches, and challenge, which
he defired me to tranfmit to you. .As thisis his firft
“Effay in Englifh Poetry, the inaccaracies in the
rhimes, and the numbers, are very excufeable. He
infifts, as you will find, upon being anfwered in verfe ;
which, I theuld imagihe, that you and Mr. Harte,
together, could bring about ; as the late Lady Dor
chefter ufed to fay, that fhe and Dr. Racliffe, toge-

thrr,



“ther, could cure a fever. This is however fure, that
it now refts upon you; and no man can fay what
methods Duval may take, if you decline his chal-
lenge. I am fenfible that you are under fome dif-
advantages in this proffered combat. Your climate,
at this time of the year éfpecially, delights more i
the wood fire, than in the poetic fire; and I cop~
ceive the Mufes, if there are any at Leipfig, to be
rather fhivering, than finging; nay, I queftion
whether Apollo is even known there as God of Verfe,
or as God of Light; perhaps a little, as God of
Phyfic. Phefe will be fair excufes, if your per-
formance fhould fall fomething fhort; though I da
not apprehend it will.

While you have been at Leipfig, which is a place
of ftudy, more than of pleafure or company, you
have had all opportunities of purfuing your frudies
uninterruptedly ; and have had, I believe, very few
temptations to the contrary. But the cafe will be
quite different at Berlin, where the fplendor and dif=
fipation of a Court, and the beau monde, will prefent
them{el¥e5"to you in gaudy fhapes, attractive enough
to all young people. Do not think, now, that, like
an old fellow, [ am going to advife you to rejeét
them, and fhut yourfelf up in your clofet : quite
the contrary ; I advife you to take your fhare, and-
enter into them with {pirit and pleafure ; but then
I advife you too, to allot your time {o prudently, as
that Jearning may ke=p pace with pleafures ; there 1s

Aull time, in the courfe of the day, .for both, if you
do but manage that time right, and like a good

. L L4 ceconomift,
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aeconomift. 'The whole morning, if diligently and
attentively devoted to folid ftudies, will go a great
way at the year’s end ; and the evenings, fpent in
the pleafures of good company, will go as far in
teaching you a knowledge, not much lefs neceffary
than the other : I mean the knowledge of the world.
Between thefe two neceffary ftudies, that of Books
in the morning, and that of the World in the even-
ing, you fee that you will not have one minute to
fquander or flattern away. Nobody ever lent them-
felves more than I did, when I was young, to the
pleafures and diffipation of good compairy ; I even
did it too much. But then, I can affure you, that
I always found time for ferious ftudies ; and, when
I could find it no other way, I took it cut of my
fleep; for I refolved always to rife early in the morn-
ing, however late I went to bed at night; and this
refolution I have kept fo facred, that, unlefs when I
have been confined to my bed by illnefs, 1 have not
for more than forty years ever been in bed at
nine o'clock in the morning; but commonly up
before eight. gy
When you are at Berlin, remember to {peak Ger-
man, as often as you can, in company : for every
body there will-fpeak French to you, unlefs you let
them know that you can fpeak German, which then
- they will choofe to fpeak. Adicu.

L

LETTER
;
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LETTER CLXXIIL

London, December the 20th, O.S. 1748.
Dear Boy, -

I RECEIVED, It Saturday, by three mails
which came in at once, two letters from Mr. Harte,
and yours of the 8th, N. S.

It was I who miftook your meaning, with regard
to your German letters, and not you who exprefied
itill. I thought it was the writing of the German
character that took up fo much of your time, and
therefore 1 advifed you, by the frequent writing of
that character, to make it ealy and familiar to you.
But, fince it is only the propriety and purity of the
German language, which make your writing it fo
tedious and laborious, I will tell you I fhall not be
nice upon that article ; and did not expect you thonld
yet be mafter of all the idioms, delicacies, and pe-
culiarities-of that difficult language. That can only,
come by ufe, efpecially frequent fpeaking; there-
fore, when you fhall be at Berlin, and afterwards at
Turin, where you will meet many Germans, pray
take all opportunities of converfing in German, in
order not only to keep what you have got of that
language, but hikewife to improve and perfect your-
felf in it. As to the charaéters, you form them
wery well, and, as you yourfelf own, better than
your Englith ones; but then let me afk you this

! queftion ;
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ueftion ;: Why do you not form your Roman cha-
racters better ? for I maintain, that it is in every
man’s power to write what hand he pleafes; and,
confequently, that he ought to write a good one.
You form, particularly, your ¢ and your ££ in zig-
zag, inftead of making them ftraight, as thus ee,
W5 a fault very eafily mended. You will not, I
believe, be angry with this little criticifm, when I
tell you, that, by all the accounts I have had of
late, from Mr. Harte and others, this is the only
critici{in that you give me occafion to make. Mr.
Harte’s laft letter, of the 14th, N. S. parucularly,
makes me extremely happy, by affuring me, that in
every refpect you do extremely well. I am not
afraid, by what I now fay, of making you too vain
becaufe I do not think that a juft confcioufnefs, and
an honeft pride of doing well, can be called vanity 3
for vanity is either the filly affectation of good quali-
ties which one has not, or the fillier pride of what
does not deferve commendation in itfelf, By Mr.
Harte’s account, you are got very near the goal of
Greek and Latin; and therefore 1 cannot fuppofe
that, as your fenfc increafes, your endeavours and -
your fpeed will flacken, in finifhing the {mall re-
mains of your couife. Confider what lufire and
éelat it will give you,” when you return here, to be
allowed to be the beft fcholar, of a gentlemgn, in
England; not to mention the real pleafure and
folid comfort which fuch knowledge will give you
throughout your whole life. Mr. Harte tells mie
another thing, which, I own, I did not expeét: it
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‘s, that when you read aloud, or repeat part of plays,

you fpgak very properly and diftinétly. This re-
lieves me from great uneafinefs, which I was under
upon account of your former bad enunciation. Go
on, and attend moft diligently to this important
article, It is, of all the® Graces (and they are all
neceffary) the moft neceffary one.

Comte Pertingue, who has been here about a
fortnight, far from difavowing, confirms all that M,
Harte has faid to your advantage. He thinks he thall
be at Turin much about the time of your arrival
there, and “pleafes himfelf with the hopes of being
ufeful to you: though, fhould you get there before
him, he fays that Comte du Perron, with whom you
are a favourite, will take that care. You fee by
thlS one inftance, and in the courfe of your life you
will fee by a million of inftances, of what ufe a good
reputation is, and how {wift and advantageous a
harbinger it is, where¥er one goes. Upon this point,
too, Mr. Harte does you juftice, and tells me, that
you are defirous of praife from the praife-worthyz
this is a’ right and generous ambition ; and without:
which, I fear, few people would deferve praife.

But here let me, as an old ftager upon the theatre
of the world, fuggeft one confideration to you ;
~ which is, to extend your defire of praife a little be~
yond the ftriétly praife-worthy ; or elfe you may be
apt to difcover too much contempt for at leaft three
parts in five of the world ; who will never forgive it
you, Inthe mafs of mankind, I fear, there is too

1 B
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great a majority of fools and knaves; who, fingly
from their number, muft to a certain degree be re-
fpeéted, though they are by no means refpedtable.
And a man, who will thow every knave or fool, that
he thinks him fuch, will engage in a moft ruinous
war, againft numbers mucl fuperior to thofe that he
and his allies can bring into the field. Abhora
knave, and pity a fool, in your heart; bur let
neither of them, unneceffarily, {ee that you do fo.
Some complaifance and attention to fools i prudent,
and not mean : as a filent abhorrence of individual
knaves is often neceflary, and rot criminal,

As you will now foon part with Lord Pulteney,
with whom, during your ftay together at Leipfig, I
fuppofe you have formed a connexion ; I imagine
that you Wlll continue it by letters, which I would
advife }ou to do. 'They tell me he is good-natured,
and does not want parts ; which are of themfelves
two good reafons for keeping ftup ; but there is alfo
a third reafbn, which, in the courfe of ,the world,
is not to be difpifed : his father cannot live long,
and will leave him an immenfe fortufi®; which,
in all events, will make him of fome confequence,
and, if he has parts into the bargain, of very great
confequence; fo that his friendfhip may be ex-
tremely well worth your cultivating, efpecially as it
will not coft you above one letter in one month.

I do not know whether this letter will find you at
Leipfig ; at leaft, it is the laft I fball direct there.
My next, to either you or Mr, Harte, will be di-

r rected

)
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elted to Berlin; but, as I do not know to what
houfe or ftreet there, I {uppole it will remain at the
: po& -houfe till you fend forit. Upon your . amval.
at Berlin, you will fend me your particular direction ;
and alfo pray be minute in your accounts of your
reception there, by thgfe whom I recommend
you to, as well as by thofe to whom they prefent
you. Remember, too, that you are going to a
polite and literate Court, where the Graces will beft
introduce you.
Adien. God blefs you! and may you continue
to deferve my love, as much as you now enjoy it |

P.S. Lady Chefterfield bids me tell gou, "that the’
decides intirely in your favour, againft Mr. Greven-
kop, and even againft herfelf; for the does not think

=~ that fhe could, at this time, write either fo good a
charadter, of fo good German. Pray write her a
German letter upon that {ubject; in which you -
may tell her, that, like the reft of the world, you
approve of her judgment, becanfe it is in your favour ;
and that<vou true Germans cannot allow Danes to
be competent judges of your language, &c.

i | | LETTER
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LETTER CLXXIIL

London, December the 3oth, 0.8. 1748.
Dear Bovy, i

I DIRECT this letter to Berlin, where, I fuppofe,
it will either find you, or at leaft wait but a very
little time for you. I cannot help being anxious for
your f{uccefs, at this your firft appearance upon the
great ftage of the world ; for, though the {pectators
are always candid enough to give great allowances,
and to thew great indulgence to a new actor; yet,
from the firftympreflions which he makes upon them,
they are apt to decide, in their own minds at leaft,
whether he will ever be a good one or not: if he
feems to underftand what he fays, by {peaking: it
properly ; if he is attentive to his part, inftead of
ftaring negligently about; and if, upon the whole,
he feems ambitious to pleafe, they willingly pafs
over little awkwardneflesand inaccuracies, which they
afcribe to a commendable modefty in a young and
‘unexperienced actor. They pronounce that he will
be a good one in time : and, by the encouragement
which they give him, make him fo the fooner.
This, I hope, will be your cafe: you have fenfe.
enough to underftand your part ; a conftant attention
and ambition to excel in it, with a careful obfer-
vation of the beft actors, will inevitably qualify
you, if not for the firft, at leaft for confiderable
parts. | N

\
Your
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Your drefs (as infignificant a thing as drefs is in
\itfelf )-1s now become an object worthy of fome at-
tention ; for, I confefs, I cannot help forming fome
opinion of a man’s fenfe and chara@er from his
« drefs; and I believe moft people do as well as my-
felf. Any affectation whatfoever in drefs implies, in
~my mind, a flaw in the underftanding. Moft of
our young fellows here difplay fome character or
other by their drefs; fome affect the tremendous,
- and wear a great and fiercely cocked hat, an enormous
fword, a fhort waiftcoat, and a black cravat: thefe
I fhould be almoft tempted to fwear the peace againft,
in my own defence, if I were not convinced that
they are but meek affes in lions fkins. Others go.
in brown frocks, leather breeches, great oaken cudgels:
in their hands, their hats uncocked, and their hair
—unpowdered ; and imitate grooms, ftage-coachmen,
and country bumpkins, fo well, in their outfides,
that I do not make the leaft doubt of their refem-
bling them equally in their infides. A man of
fenfe carefully avoids any pafticular charater in his
drefs ; he is accurately clean for his own fake; but
all the reft is for other people’s. He drefles as well,
and in the fame manner, as the people of {enfe and
fathion of the place where he is. If he dreffes
better, as he thinks, that is, more than they, he is
a fop; if he drefles worfe, he is unpardonably
negligent ; but, of the two, I would rather have a
~young fellow too much than too little drefled ; the
chccfs on that fide will wear off, with a little age and
refleftion ; but if he is .negy'gent at twenty, hewill
be
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be a floven at forty, and ftink at fifty years old.
Drefs yourfelf fine, where others are fine ; and plain

. where others are plain; but take care always, that

your clothes are well made, and fit you, for other-
wife they will give you a very awkward air.  'When |
you are once well drefled for the day, think no more
of it afterwards ; and, without any ftiffnefs for fear
of difcompofing that drefs, let all your motions be
as ealy and natural as if you had no clothes on at all.
Se much for drefs, which. I maintain to be a thing
of confequence in the polite world.
As to Manners, Good-breeding, and the Graces,
I have fo often entertained you upon thefe important
fubjects, that I can add nothing to what I have for-
merly faid. Your own good fenfe will fuggeft to
you the fubftance of them; and obfervation, ex-
perience, and good company,«he feveral modes of -
themn. Your great vivacity, which I hear of from
many people, will be no hindrance to your pleafing
in good company : on the contrary, will be of ufe
to you, if tempered by Good-breeding, and accoms
panied by the Graces. But then, I {uppofe your
vivacity to be a vivacity of parts, and not a confti-
tutional reftlefsnefs; for the moft difagreeable com-
pofition that I know in the world, 1s that of firong
animal fpirits, with a cold genius. Such a fellow is
troublefomely adtive, frivoloufly bufy, foolifhly
lively ; talks much, with little meaning, and laughs
more, with lefs reafon: whereas, in my opinion,
a warm and lively genius, with a cool ct:unfiitl.ltif:m'..~
1s the perfection of human nature.
Do
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‘ bo what you will at Berlin, provided you do
\but do fomething all day long. All I defire of you
is, that you will never flattern away one minute in
idlenefs, and in doing nothing. When you are not
\é{;}lcompany, learn what either books, mafters, o
r. Harte, can teach you; and, when you are in
! company, learn (what company only can teach you)
the characters and manners of mankind. I really
afk your pardon for giving you this advice ; bee
caufe, if you are a rational creature, and a thinking
Being, as I fuppofe, and verily believe you are, it
muft be upreceflary, and to a certain degree in=
juriougs If T did not know by experience that
fome men pafs their whole time in deing nothing, I
fhould not think it poffible for any Being, fuperior
to Monfieur Defcartes’s Automatons, to fquander
~atvay, in abfolute idlenefs, one fingle minute of that
{nidll portion of time which is allotted us in this
world.

I have lately feer on¢ Mr. Cranmier, a very fen=
fible merchant ; who told me he had dined with you,
and feen you often at Leipfig. And, yefterday, I
faw an old footman of mine, whom I made a mef-
fenger who told me that he had feen you laft
Auguft. You will eafily imagine, that I was not

- the lefs glad to fee them, becaufe they had feen yous
and I examined them both narrowly, in their Te-
fpedtive departments; the former as to your mind,
the latter as to your body. Mr. Cranmer gave me
great [atisfaction, not only by what he told me of

himfelf concerning you, butpy what he was com-
- Vo, II. M- miflioned
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‘mifficned to tell me from Mr. Mafcow. As he
fpeaks German perfeétly himfelf, T afked him how
you fpoke it ; and he affured me, very well for the
time, and that a very little more practice would
make you perfeétly mafter of it. The meflenger”
tolt‘me, you were much grewn, and, to the beft
of his guefs, within two inches as tall as T am ; that °
you were plump, and looked healthy and firong:
which was all I could expect, or hope, from the fa-
gacity of the perfon.

I fend you, my dear child, (and you will not doubt)
very fincerely, the wifhes of the feafon, May you
deferve a great number of happy New-yearf; and,
if you deferve, may you have themi! Many New-
years, indeed, you may fee, but happy ones you can-
not fee without deferving them. Thefe, Virtue, Ho-
nour, and Knowledge, alone can merit, alone cae
procure.  Dij tibi dent annos, de le nam catera fumes,
was a pretty piece of poetical flattery, where it was
faid; I hope that, in time, it may be no flattery
when faid to you. But I aflure you, that, when-
ever I cannot apply the latter part of the line to you
with truth, I fhall neither fay, think, nor wifh, the
former. Adieu!

by - LETTER



——

T0 HIS oM. 163
LETTER CLXXIV.

“London, January the 1oth, O. S, 179.
Dear Boy,

T HAVE received your letter of the 31t Decem-
ber, N.S. Your thanks for my Prefent, as you call
it, exceed the value of the Prefent; but the ufe,
which youaffure me that you will make of it, is the
thanks which I defire to receive. Due attention to
the infide of books, and due contempt for the out-
fide, is the proper relation between a man of fenfe
and his books.

Now that you are going a little more into the
“world, I will take this occafion to explain my in-
tentions as to'your future expences, that you may
know what you have to expect from me, and make
your plan accordingly. I fhall neither deny nor.
grudge you any money, that may be neceffary for
either your improvement or pleafures; I mean, the
pleafures of a rational Being. Under the head of
Improvement, I mean the beft Books, and the beft
Mafters, coft what they will; I alfo mean, all the
expence of lodgings, coach, drefs, fervants, &‘ca
which, according to the feveral places where you
may be, fhall be refpectively neceflary, to enable
you to keep the beft company. Under the head of
mtiona_@leafurcs, I ccmprehend, Firft, proper
charities, to real and compaﬂim,ate objeéts of -it;

‘M2 * Secondly,
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Sécondly, proper prefents, to thofe to whom you a?
obliged, or whom you defire to oblige ; Thirdly,’a \:
conformity of expence to that of the company which -
you keep; as in public {pectacles; your fhare of
ligle entertainments ; a few piftoles ar games &)
m&e commerce ; and other incidental calls of good

~ company. The only two articles which 1 will never
fupply are, the profufion of low riot, and the idle
lavithnefs of negligence and lazinefs. A fool {quan-
ders away, without credit or advantage to himfelf,
more than a man of fenfe fpends with both. The
latter employs his money as he does his time, and
never {pends a fhilling of the one, nor a minuté of
the other, but in fomething that is either ufefil or
rationally pleafing to himfelf or others. The former
buys whatever lie does not want, and does not pay
for what he does want. He cannot withftand The
charms of a toy-fhop : fnuff-boxes, watches, heads
of canes, (¢, are his deftruétion. His fervants and
tradefmen confpire with his own indolence to cheat
him; and, in a very little fime, he “is aftonifhed,
in the midft of all the ridiculous fuperfluities, to
find himfelf in want of all ‘the real’ comforts and
neceflaries of life. Without care and methed the
largeft fortune will not, and with them almof the
fmalleft will, fupply all neceffary expences. As far
as you can poffibly, pay ready money for every thing
you buy, and avoid bills, Pay that” morey too
yourfelf, and not through 'the hands of 'any'féfvﬁnr,
who always either ftipulates poundage, ‘or requires 2
prefent for his good'word, as they call it, Where

yOl.l
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l ‘muft have bills (as for meat and drink, clothes,
{g:LEgy them regularly every month, and with
your owf hand. Never, from a miftaken ececonomy,
buy a thing you do not want, becaufe it is cheap;
r,. from a filly pride, becaufe it is dear. Keep an
ZCc:ount, in a book, of all that you receive, a?r)i of
all that you pay; for no man, who knows what he
receives, and what he pays, ever runs out. Ido
not mean that you thould keep an account of the
fhillings_and half-crowns which you may {pend in
chair-hire,. operas, &c. They are unworthy of the
time, and *of the ink, that they would confumes;
leave fuch minuti to dull, penny-wife fellows; but
remember, in ceconomy, as well as in every other
part of life, to have the proper attention to proper
objects, and the proper contempt for little ones. A
“ftrong mind fees things in their true proportion : a
weak one views them through a magnifying medium;
which, like the microfcope, makes an elephant of a
flea ;. magnifies all little objeéts, but cannot receive
great ones. I have known many a man pafs for a
mifer, by faving a penny, and wrangling for two-
pence, who was undoing himfelf, at the fame time,
by living above his income, and not attending to
effential articles, which were above his portse.  The
fure chara&eriitic of a found and firong mind is, to
find, in every thing, thofe certain bounds, quos
ultra citrave wequit confifiere rectum. 'Thele bouns
daries are marked out by a very fine line, which
only good fenfe and attention can difcover; it is
much too fine for vulgar c!res. In Manners, this
M 3 e line
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line is good-breeding; beyond it, is troublefome
ceremony ; fhort of it, is unbecoming negligence
and inattention. In Morals, it divides oftentatious
Puritanifm from criminal Relaxation; in Religion, p
Superﬁition from Impiety; and, in fhort, 'evcrf
virtue from its kindred vice or weaknefs. I think
you have {enfe enough to difcover the line: keep it
always in your eye, and learn to walk upon it; reft
upon Mr. Harte, and he will poize you, till you are
able to go alope. By the way, there are fewer peo-
ple who walk well upon that line, than upon the
flack rope; and, therefore, a good perfofmer thines
{o much the more.

Your friend Comte Perringue, who conftantly in-
quires afier you, las written to Comte Saimour, the
. Governor of the Academy at Turin, to prepare a__
room for you there, immediately after the Afcen-
fion; and has recommended you to him, in a man-

- ner which, I hope, you will give him no reafon to
repent or be athamed of. As Comte Salmour’s fon,

now refiding at the Hague, is my particular acquain-
tance, I fhall have regular and authentic accounts
of all that you do at Turin.

During your ftay at Berlin, I expect that you fhou!d
inform yourfelf thoroughly of the prefent ftate of
the Civil, Military, and Ecclefiaftical government
of the King of Pruffia’s dominions; particularly
of the Military, which is upon a better footing, in
that country, than in any other in Europe. You
will attend at the reviews, fee the troops exercifed,
and inquire into the nu*nbers of troaps and compa~

nieg
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nipé in the refpective regiments of horfe, foot, and
dragoons ; the numbers and titles of the commif-
fioned and non-commiffioned officers in the feveral
troops and companies; and alfo, take care to learn
’ e technical military terms, in the German lan-
age; for, though youeare not to be a military

man, yet thefe military matters are fo frequently the
fubjedts of converfation, that you will look very awk-
wardly if you are ignorant of them. Moreover,
they are commonly the objects of negotiation, and
as fuch fall within your future profeflion. You
muft alfo imform yourfelf of the reformation which
the King of Pruffia has lately made in the law; by
which he has both leffened the number, and fhort-
ened the duration, of law-fuits: a great work, and
worthy of fo great a Prince! As he is indifputably

~ the ableft Prince in Europe, every part of his go-
vernment deferves your moft diligent inquiry, and
your moft ferious attention. It muft he owned, that
you fet out well, as a young Politician, by beginning
af Berlin, and then going to Turin, where you will
fee the hext ableft Monarch to that of Pruffia; fo
that, if you are capable of making political reflec-
tions, thofe two Princes will furnith you with fuffis
cient matter for them.

I would have you endeavour to get acquainted
with Monfieur de Maupertuis, who is fo eminently
diftinguithed by all kinds of lcarning and merit,
that one thould be both forry and athamed of having
been even a day in the fame place with him, and not

M4 | . @
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to have feen bim. If you fhould hayve no other way
of being introduced to him, I will fend you a letter
from hence. Monfieur Cagnoni, at Berlin, to whom
I know you are recommended, is a very able man of
bufinefs, thoroughly informed of every part of Eu-
rope; and his acqaintance, “if you deferve and ime
prove it as you fhould .do, may be of great ufe
to you.

- Remember to take the beft dancing-mafter at
Berlin, more to teach you to fit, ftand, and walk

gracefully, than to dance finely. The Graces, the
Graces; remember the Graces! Adieu,

LETTEZR CLXXV,,

London, January the 24th, O, S. 1749,
: DEAR Boy,

I 'HAVE received your letter of the 12th, N.5. in
which I was furprized to find no mention of your
approaching journey to Berlin, which, according to
the firft plan, was to be on the 2oth, N.S. and
upon which fuppofition I have, for fome time,
directed my letters to you, and Mr. Harte, at Berlin,
I1hould be glad that yours were more minute, with
regard to your motions and tranfaétions; and I des
fire that, for the future, they may contain accounts
of what, and whom, jou fee and hear, in your fe-

’ ' : veral
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veral places of refidence; for I intereft myfelf as
much in the company you keep, and the pleafures
you take, as in the ftudies you purfue; and there-
fote equally defire to be informed of them all. An=
ther thing I defire, which 1s, that you will ae+
cnowledge my letters by their dates, that I may
know which you do, and which you do not receives |

As you found your brain confiderably affeéted by
the cold, you were very prudent not to turn it to
poetry in that fituations and not lefs judicious, in
declining the borrowed aid of a ftove, whofe fumi= -
gation, inftead of infpiration, would, at beft, have
produced what Mr. Pope calls a jfouterkin of wit. T
will thew your letter to Duval, by way of juftifica=
tion for not anfwering his challenge; and I think:
he muft allow the yalidity of it; for a frozen brain
is as unfit to anfwer a challenge in poetry, as a blunt
fword is for fingle combat,

You may, if you pleafe, and therefore I flatter
myfelf that you will, profit confiderably by your
ftay at Berlin, in the articles of Manners, and #ife~
ful knowledge. Attention to what you will fee and
hear there, together with proper inquiries, and a
little care and method in taking notes of what is
moft material, will procure you much ufeful know=-
ledge. Many young people are fo light, fo diffi-
pated, and fo incurious, that they can hardly be
faid to fee what they fee, or hear what they hear;:
that is, they hear in fo fuperiicial and inattentive “W‘
manner, that they misht as r.rell not fee nor hearat

. \ N : |

; \\_ : {;'l



m' LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS
. all. For inftance; if they fee a public building,
. as a College, an Holfpital, an Arlepal, & they
eontent themfelves with the firft cavp d’wil, and
" meither take the time nor the trouble of informing
¢ themfelves of the marterial parts of them ; which
are, the conftitution, the tules, and the order and
I eeconomy in the infide. You will, I hope, go
i acepcr, and make your way into the fubftance of
| things. For example, fthould you fee a regiment
’ reviewed at Berlin or Potfdam, inftead of content-
| lng yourfelf with the general glitter of the collective
corps, and {aying, par maniere d’acquit, “thatisvery
. fine;” I hope you wil! afk, what number of troops
or companies it confifts of ; what number of Offi-
cers of the Etat Major, and what number of Swbal-
dernes ; how many Bas Officiers, or non-commif-
ﬁoncd Officers, as Sergeants, Curparaf.r Anfpeffades,
frey Corporals, &ec. their pay, their clothing, and
bywhom whether by the Colonels or Captains, or
. Commifiaries appointed for that purpofe ; to whom
thc’arc accountable ; the method of recru:tmg,
completing, &e.
. The fame in Civil Matters: inform yourfelf of
" the jurifdiction of a Court of Juftice; of the rules
. and members, and endowments of a College oran
- Academy, and not only of the dimenfions of the re-
fpeéhve edifices: and let your letters to me contain
| thefc informations, in proportion as you acquire
| dhem.
1 often refle@, with the moft flattering hopes,
~ how proud I fhall be of you, if you fhould profit,
B ‘ ' a8
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as you may, by the opportunities which you haye
had, @ill have, and will have, of arriving at per

tion ; and 1 hope you will do, what however few
people at your age do, exert it, for ycur own fa
in the fearch of truth and found knowledge. I
confefs (for [ am not unwilling to difcover my fe=
crets to you) that it is not many years fince I have
prefumed to refleét for myfelf. Till fixteen orfe="
venteen, I had no refleétion; and for many years afs
ter that, I made no ufe of whatI had. I adopted th
notions of the books I read, or the company 1 kept, *|
without examining whether they were juft or nets
and I rather chofe to run the ritk of ealy error, than
to take the time and trouble of inveftigating tmrh.
" Thus, partly from lazinefs, partly from diffi pationg
and partly from the mauvaife bonte of rejecting fas |
fhionable notions, I was (as I fince found) hurried
away by prejudices, inftead of being Yuided by rea=
- L] 5\ . o
\ 2 *\fo‘“r |
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wh, But fince I have taken the trouble of rea-
o for myfelf, and have had the courage to own

&mnf f (hlngs are altered, and in how different ¢

?now fee them, fronr that in which I formerly
‘viewed thiem through the deceitful medium of pre-
or authority. Nay, I may poffibly fill ré-
: many errors, which, from long habit, have per-
ﬁ grown into real-opinions; for i misfery difficult

fringuith habits, early acqmred and long enter-
tain ed, from the rctult of our reafon and reflection.

y firft prejudlce (for I do not mention the pre-
Jnd%ces of boys and women, fuch+as hobgoblins,

= ,idreams, {pilling fult, &) was:my claffical
; m, which I received from the boeks I read,

li'

n; and .qtﬁetlf-cheriﬂmed error, inftead of fecking |

that I do fo, you cannot imagine how much my no-

" @nid the mafters who explained them to me. I was™

mmnced there had been no.common fenfe nor
on honefty in the world for thefe laft fifteen
dwndred years; but that they :were totally extin-
- guifhed with the antient Greck and Roman govern-
"dnents.  Homer and Virgil could have no faults, be-
Saufe they were antient; Milton and Taffo could
avé no-merit, becaufe they. were modern. And
- digould almoft have faid, with regard to the an-
ﬁmts, wwhat Cicero, wvery abfurdly and unbecom-
ingly for a philofopher, fays with regard to Plato,
. quo errare mahm quam. cum aliis refté [entire.
* “Whereas now, without any.extraordinary effort of
mlm, I have dnﬁ:overed, tl:ur.t Nature was the fame
;  threc-thoufapd years’ 'ago, as it is at prefent; that




R
fnenwtﬂ! ‘but men then as well as now 3 tllatm |
and cuftoms vary often, but that human nature is
always the fame. And 1 can no more fuppt)fesrm_»\l
men were better, braver, or wifer, fifteen hundred |
i or three thoufand years ago, than I can fuppofe that |
the animals or vegetables were better then, thantliey 1
. gre now. 1 dare affert too, in defiance of the favour= Jh
ers of the antients, that Homer's Hero, Aclullcs‘f;
was both a brute and a fcoundrel, and confequcntly |
an improper character for the Hero of an Epic Pos
m; he had o little regard for his country, thathe
would net ac in defence of it, becaufe he had quar-
relled with Agamemnon about a w—e; and then af~
terwards, animated by private refentment only, he |
went about killing people bafely, T will call 1t, be=
caufe he knew himfelf invulnerable 5 and yet, invul- |
nerable as he was, he wore the firongeft armour in
the world’; which T humbly apprehend to be a blun= |
der ; or a horfe-thoe clapped to his vulnerable heel
would have been fufficient. On the other hand,
* with fubmiffion to the favourers of the moderns, A
afferf with Mr. Dryden, that the Devil is in truth |
the Hero of Milton’s Poem: his plan, which he
lays, purfues, and at laft executes, beéing thean-
jeét of the Poem. From all which conﬁderanms,.'
I impartially conclude, that the “antients had their
excellencies and their defeéts, their virtues and .'
their vices, juft like the moderns: pedantry and ﬂl"-= ;
fe@ation of learning clearly decide in favour of the
former ; vanity and ignorance, as peremptorily
favour of the latter.  Religions pt’hj\udiccs kept
- - '
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ﬂ&;'my claical ones; and there was a time when
- I thought it impoflible for the honzfteft man in the
" world to be faved, out of the pale of the Church of
England : not confidering that matters of opinion
do not depend upon the will; and that it is as natu-
ral, and s allowable, that apother man thould dif-
_fer in opinion from me, as that I thould differ from
. him; and thax, if we are both fincere, we are both
blamele(s ; and fhould confequently have mutual in-
dulgence for each other.

The next prejudices I adopted were thofe of the
beau monde, in which, as I was determined, to fhine,
X took what are commonly called the genteel vices
to be neceffary. T had heard them reckoned {o, and,
without farther inquiry, I believed it; or, at leaft,
Jhould have been afhamed to have denied it, for fear
of expofing myfelf to the ridicule of thofe whom I
confidered as the models of fine gentlemen. But 1
am now neither athamed nor afraid to aflert, that
thofe genteel vices, as they are falfely called, are
. only fo many blemithes in the charaéter of even a
| man of the world, and what is called a fine gentle-
' man, and degrade him in the opinions of thofe very
people, to whom he hopes to recommend himfelf by
them. Nay, this prejudice often extends fo far,
that I have known people pretend to vices they had
" not, infiead of carefully concealing thofe they had.
"~ Ufe and aflert your own reafon ; reflect, examine,
- and analyfe every thing, in order to form a found and
maturé judgment ; let no edres {ge impofe upon your

underftanding, }Aﬂead ):our actions, or di¢ate your
N conver-

==
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converfation, Be carly what, if you are not, you
will, when too late, wifh you had been. Confult
your reafon betimes: I do not fay, that it will al-
ways prove an unerring guide ; for human reafon is

““not infallible ; but it will prove the leaft erring

ide that you can follow. Books and converfation
may affift it ; but adopt neither, blindly and impli-
citly : try both by that beft rule, which God has
given to dire¢t us, Reafon. Of all the troubles do
not decline, as many people do, that of thinking.
The herd.of mankind can hardly be faid to think;
their notiops are almoft all adoptive; aud, in gene-
ral, I believe it is better that it fhould be {o; as
fuch common prejudices contribute more to order
and quiet, than their own f{eparate reafonings would
do, uncultivated and unimproved as they are. We
have many of thofe ufeful prejudices in this country,
which I fhotld be very forry to fee removed. The
good Proteftant conviétion, that the Pope is both
Antichrift, and the Whore of Babylon, is a more
effectual prefervative, in this country, againft Po-
pery, than all the folid and unanfwerable arguments
of Chillingworth.

The idle ftory of the Pretender’s having been in-
troduced in a warming-pan into the Queen’s bed,
though as deftitute of all probability as of all foun- -
dation, has been much more prejudicial to the caufe
of Jacobitifm, than all that Mr. Locke and others
have written to fhow the unreafonablenefs and ab-
furdity of the doétrines of indefeafible hereditary
right, and unlimited paflive obedience. "And that
' filly,

L



‘ng fanguine notion, which is firmly entertairied |
- here, that one Englithman can beat three French-
“men, encourages, and has fometimes enabled one
Englithman, in reality, to beat two.

A Frenchman ventures his life with alacrity pour- "
Phonneur de Roi; were yoy to change the objedt,
which he has been taught to have in view, and tell ©
him that it was pour le bien de la Pairie, he would

! wery probably run away. Such grofs local preju-
dices prevail with the herd of mankind ; and do not
mmpofe upon’ cultivated, informed, and refle&ing
minds: but then there are notions equally falfe,
though not fo glaringly abfurd, which are enter-
tained By people of fuperior, and improved under-
ftandings, merely for want of the necefiary pains to
inveftigate, the proper attention to examine, and
the penetration requifite to determine the truth.
Thofe are the prejudices which I would bave you

. guard againft, by a manly exertion and attention of

your reafoning faculty. To mention one inftance,
of a thoufand that I could give you—It is a general
prejudice, and has been propagated for thefe fixteen
hundred years, that Arts and Sciences cannot flourifh
under an abfolute government; and that Genius
muft neceffarily be cramped where Freedom is re-

ftrained. - This founds plaufible, but is falfe in fact. .

Mechanic arts, as Agriculture, Manufactures, e

will indeed be difcouraged, where the profits and

- property are, from the nature of the government,

infecure. But why the defpotifin of a government
thould cram;;/ the genlus of a Mathematician, an
: Aftrono-
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" Aftronomer, a Poet, or an Orator, I confefs I never
could difcover. It may indeed deprive the Poet, or
the Orator, of the liberty of treating of certain fub-
jeéts in the manner they would wifth; but it leaves

"“them fubjeéts enough to exert genius upon, if they

ave it. Can an author with reafon complain that
he is cramped and fhackled, if he is not at 1ibcrty'
to publith blafphemy, bawdry, or fedition? all
which are equally prohibited in the freeft govern-
ments, if they are wife and well-regulated ones.
This is the prefent general complaint of the French
authors; but, indeed, chiefly of the bad ones. No
wonder, fay they, that England produces fo many
great geniufes; people there may think # they
pleafe, and publith what they think. Very true;
but who hinders them from thinking as they pleafe ?

- If, indeed, they think in a manner deftruétive of all
religion, morality, or good manners, or to the dif-
turbance of the State ; an abfolute government wili
certainly more effectually prohibit them from, or
punifh them for publithing fuch thoughts, than a
free one could do. But how does that cramp the
genius of an epic, dramatic, or lyric Poet? or how
does it corrupt the eloquence of .an Orator, in the
Pulpit or at the Bar? The number of good French

- authors, fuch as Corneille, Racine, Moliere, Boi-
leau, and La Fontaine, who feemed to difpute it with
the Auguftan age, flourithed under the defpotifin
of Louis XIV; and the celebrated authors of the

- Auguftan age did not fhine, till after the ferters
were rivetted upon the Roman people by that cruel

Vor. IL. ,\ N ' and
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~ and worthlels Emperor, The revival of letters was

mot owing, either to any. free government, but to
the encouragement and proteétion of Leo X, and
Francis I'; the one as abfolute a Pope, and the other
as defpotic a Prince, as ever reigned. Do not mif-

'take, and imagine that, while T am only expofing
a prejudice, I am fpeaking in favour of arbitrar_y‘
pdwer; which from my foul I abhor, and look up-
on as agrofs and criminal violation of the natural

rights of mankind. Adieu.

1
i

LETTEZR CLXXVIL

London, February the 28th, O.S. 1749.

Dear Boy,

I was very much pleafed with the account thet
you gave me of your reception at Berlin; bat I was
ftill better plealed with the account which Mr. Harte
fent me of your manner of receiving that reception ;
for he fays you behaved yourfelf to thofe Crowned
Heads with all the refpe¢t and modeity due to them;
but, at the fame time, without being any more em-
barrafied, than if you had been converfing with your
equals. This eafy refpect is the perfection of good-
breeding, which nothing but fuperior good fenfe,
or a long ufage of the'world, can produce; and, as

S LS 5
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in your cafe it could not be the latter, it is a plea-
fing indication to me of the former. -

You will now, in the courfe of a few months,
“ have been rubbed at three of “the confiderable
Courts of Europe, Berlin, Drefden, and Vienna ;
fo that T hope you will arrive at Turin tolerably
" {mooth, and fit for the laft polith. There you may
et the beft; there being no Court I know of that
forms mpre well-bred and agreeable people. Re-
member, now, that good-breeding, genteel car-
riage, addrefs, and even drefs (to a certain degree),
are become ferious objects, and de{cnc a part of
your attcnnon

The day, if well employed, is long cnohgh for
them all. One half of it beftowed upon your fru-
dies, and your exercifes, will finith your mind and
your body ; the remaining part of it, fpent in good
company, will form your manners, and complete
your chara¢ter. What would I not give, to have
you read Demofthenes critically in the morning, and
waderftand him better than any body ; at noon, be-
have yeurfelf better than any perfon at Court; and,
in the evenings, trifle more agreeably.than any body
in mixed companics? All this you may compafs il
you pleafe: you have the means; you have the op-_
portunities. Employ them, for God’s fake, while”
you may, and make yourfelf that all-accomplifhed
man that I with to have you. It entirely depends
upon thefe two years ; they are the decifive ones.

I fend you here enclofed a letter of recommenda-
tion to Monficur Capello, at Venice, which you will

i \ N 2, deliver
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‘deliver him immediately upon your arrival, accom-
panying it with compliments from me to him and
Madame ; both whom you have feen here. He
will, I am fure, be both very civil and very. ufeful
to you there, as he will alfo be afterwards at Rome,
where he is appointed te go embaffador. By the
way, wherever you are, I would advife you to fre-
quent, as much as you can, the Venetian Minifters;
who are always better informed of the Ccurts they
refide at, than any other Minifter; the firict and
~regular accounts, which they are ouhgcd to give to
their own government, making them very diligent
and -inquifitive.

You will fiay at Venice as long as the Carnival
lafts; for, though Iam impatient to have youat Tu-
rin, vet I would wifh you to fee thoroughly all that
is to be feen at fo fingular a place as Venice, and at
fo fhowith a time as the Carvinal. You will take

galfo particular care to view all thofe meetirgs of the
Government, which firangers are allowed to fee; as
_ the Affembly of the Senate, &. and likewife to is--
‘form yourfelf of that peciliar and intricate*form of
government. There are books that give an account
of it, among which; the beft 1s Amelot de la Houf-
« faye: this I would advife you to read previoufly; it
will not only give you a general notion of that con- -
ftitution, but alfo furnifh you with materials for pro-
per queftions and oral informations upon the place,
which are always the beft. 'There are likewife many
_wvery valuable remains, in {fculpture and paintings,
of the beft mafters, wh:ch deferve your attention.
| I fup-
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{1 fuppofe you will be at Vienna as foen as this let-
ter will get thither ; and I fuppofe, too, that T muft
not direé above one more to you there. After which,
my next thall be directed to you at Venice, the only

place where a letter will be likely to find you, till |
you are at Tuyrin; but you may, and I defire that

\wu will, white to me, from the feveral places in

your way, from whence the poft goes.
1 wﬁnd you fome other letters, for Venice, to

Vienna, of to your banker at Venice ; to whom you
will, upon your arrival there, fend for them; for I,
will take care to have you fo recommended from
place to place, that you fhall not run through them,
as moft of your countrymen do, without the advan-
tage of fecing and knowing what beft deferves to be
feen and known : I mean, the Men and the Man-
ners.
God blefs you, and make you anfwer my wifhes :
I will ndw fay, my hopes! Adien.
«':1

-
———

LETTER CLXXVIIL

Deax Bov,

I DIRECT this letter to your banker at Venice,
the fureft place for you to meet with it, though I
fup ofc_it-w\lll be there fome time before you; for,
as intermediate ftay any where clfe will be but

\ N3 » thort,
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fhort, and as the poft from hence, in this feafon of
Eafterly winds, is uncertain, I dire® no more let-
ters to Vienna; where I hope both you and Mr.
Harte will have received the two letters which'T fent
you refpectively ; with a letter of recommendation
to Monfieur Capello at Venice, which was enclofed -
-in mine to you. I will fuppofe too, that the inlar i
poft, on your fide of the water, has not doi¢ you
juftice; for I received but one fingle ]e‘?ter from
you, and one from Mr. Harte, during your’ whole ftay
‘at Berlin ; from whence I hoped for, and expeéted
very particular accounts.

1 perfuade myfeif, that the time you ftay at Venice
will be properly employed, in fecing all that is to be
feen at that extraordinary place; and in converfing
with people who can inform you, not of the raree-
fhows of the time, but of the confuitution of the
government ; for which purpofe, T fend you the

“enclofed letters of recommendation from Sir James
Gray, the King’s Refident at Venice, but who is
now in England. Thefe, with mine to Monfieur =
Capello, will carry you, if you will go, into the
beft company at Venice. |

But the important point, and the important place,
is Turin ; for there 1 propofe your ftaying a confi-
derable time, to purfue your ftudies, learn your
exercifes, and form your manners. I own, I am
not without my anxiety for the confequences of
your ftay there ; which muft be either viry good or
very bad. To you it will be intirely a new fcone.
Wherever you have hitherto been, ycu have con-

S e
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verfed chiefly wtth people wifer and difcreeter than
yourfelf; and have been equally out of the way of
bad advice or bad example ; but in the Academy at
Turin, you will probably meet with both, confider-
ing the variety of young fellows of about your own
age; among whom it is to be expected that fome

\.will be diffipated and idle, others vicious and profii-

enough t& fhun the latter, and conneét yourfelf with *

the formere but however, for greater {ecurity, and

for your fake alone, I muft acquaint you, that I
have fent pofitive orders to Mr. Harte to carry you
off inftantly to a place which I have named to him,
upon the very firft fymptom, which Le fhall difcover
in you, of Drinking, Gaming, Idlenefs, or Difobe~
dience to his orders; {o that, whether Mr. Harte
informs me, or not, of the particulars, I fhall be

able to judge of your conduct in general, by the -
“time of your ftay at Turin. If it 1s fhort, I fhall
know ‘why; and [ promife you, that you fhall foon
find that I do; but, if Mr. Harte lets you continue
there as long as I propofe you fthould, I fhall then
be convinced, that you make the proper ufe of your
time ; which is the only thing I have to afk of you.
One year is the moft that I propofe you thould ftay
at Turin\; and that year, if you employ it well, per-
fects youy One year more of your late application,
th Mr. Marte, will complete your Claffical ftudies.
ou will bq likewife mafter df your exercifes in that
N 3 time;
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time ; and will have formed yourfelf fo well at that
Court, as to be fit to appear advantageoudly at any
other, Thefe will be the happy effeéts of your
year’s ftay at Turin, if you behave, and apply your-
felf there, asyou have done at Leipfig ; but if either

* ill-advice, or ill-example, affe¢t and feduce you,
you are ruined for ever. I look upon that year as

_your decifive year of probation: go through it~ cll,
and you will be all accomplifhed, and fixeg, in my
tendereft affection for ever: but, fhould tle conta-

* gion of vice or idlenéfs lay hold of you there, your
charadter, your fortune, my hopes, znd confe-
quently my favour, are all blafted, and you are
undone. The more I love you now, from the
good opinion that I have of you, the greater will be
my indignation, if I fhould have reafon to change
it. Hitherto you have had every poffible proof of
my affection, becaufe yon have deferved it but,
when you ceafe to deferve it, you may expect every
poflible mark of my refentment. To leave nothing
doubtful, upon this important point, I will tell you -
fairly, before-hand, by what rule I fhall judge of
your conduét—DBy Mr. Harte’s accounts. He will
not, I am fure, nay, I will fay more, he cannot be
in the wrong with regard to you. He can have no
other view but your good ; and you will, I am fure,
allow that he muft be a better judge of it than you
can poffibly be, at your age. While he is fatisfied,
I fhall be fo too; but whenever he is diffatigfied with
you, T fhall be much more {fo. 1f he complains, you
muft be guilty; and I ﬂ:all not have the leaft regard

: ' for -
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for any thing that you may alledge in your own de-~
fence.

I will now tell you what I expect and infift upon.
from. you at Turin: Firft, That you purfue
Claffical and other ftudies, every mm‘ning,ﬁg
Mr. Harte, as long, and in whatever manner, Mr.

\Harte fhall be pleafed to require; Secondly, That
yot \‘Gim’ uninterruptedly, your exercifes of riding,
dancing\ and fencing; Thirdly, That you make
yourfelf fnafter of the Italian language ; and, laftly,
That you pafs your evenings in the beft company.
I alfo require a firi¢t conformity to the hours and
rules of the Academy. If you will but finith youe
year in this manner at Turin, I have nothing farther
to afk of you; and I will give you every thing that
you can afk of me: you thall after that be entirely
your own mafter; I {hall think you fafe ; fhall lay
afide all authority over you, and friendfhip fhall be
our mutual and only tie. Weigh this; I beg of
you, deliberately in your own mind ; and confider,

-whether the application, and the degree of refiraint,,
which'I require but one year more, will not be am-
ply repaid by all the advantages, and the perfeck li-
berty, which you will receive at the end of it. Your
own good fenfe will, ITam fure, not allow you to he-
fitate one moment in your choice.—Geod blefs you!
Adieu.

P.S. S{r James Gray's letters not being yet fent me

as I thought they would, I fhall enclofe them ip my
. j&t,which I believe, will get to Venice as foon as you,
' \ e LETTER
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LETTER CLXXIX.

g London, April the 12th, O.8S. 1749.

Dear Boy,

I RECEIVED, by the laft mail, a letter from<Iuur.
- Harte, dated Prague, April the 1ft, N.w.; for
' which I defire you will return him my thaaks, and
affure him, that I extremely approve of what he has
done, and propofes eventually to do, in your way
to Turin. Who would have thought you were old
enough to have been fo well acquainted with the
- Heroes of the Bellum Tricennale, as to be looking
out for their great grandfons in Bohemia, with that
affetion with which, I am informed, you feek for
the Wallfteins, the Kinfkis, &¢.? As 1 cannot
afcribe 1t to your age, I muft to your confummate
knowledge of H:ftory, that makes every country,
and ‘every century, as it were, your own. Serioufly ;-
Iam told, that you are both very ftrong and very
correct in Hiftory ; of which I ami extremely glad.
This is ufeful knowledge.
. Comte du Perron and Comte Lafcaris are ar-
. rived here ; the former gave me a letter from Sir
Charles Williams, the latter brought me your or-
ders. They are very pretty men, and hive both
~ Knowledge and Manners; which, thougf they al-
ways ought, feldom do go' together. )I‘ examined
them, particularly Comte Lafcaris, conct'.mmg yol s,
{ theu'
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their report is a very favourable one, efpecially on
the fide of Knowledge: the quicknefs of concep-
tion, which they allow you, I can eafily credit;
But the attention, which they add to it, plegfes me
the more, as, I own, I expected it lefs. ™Go on
in the purfuit and the increafe of Knowledge; nay
I am fure you will, for you now know tgo much to
ftop« and, if Mr. Harte would let you béidle, Tam -
convm ived that you would not. But now_that you
have l¢ t Leipfig, and are entered into ‘the great |
world, remember there is another object that muft
keep pacewith, and accompany Knowledge; T mean,
Manners, Politenefs, and the Graces; in which Sir
Charles Williams, though very much your friend,
owns you are very deficient. The manners of Leipfig
muft be fhook off; and in that refpect you muft put
on the new man. No fcrambling at your meals, as
at a German ordinary ; no awkward overturns of
glaffes, plates, and falt-cellars; no horfe-play. On
the contrary, a gentlenefs of manners, a graceful
" carriage, and an infinuating addrefs, muft take their
place. I repeat, and fhall never ceafe rcpeatmg to
you, . the Graces, the Graces.

I defire that, as foon as ever you get to Turin,
you will apply yourfelf diligently to the Italian lan-
guage, thar, before you leave that place, you may |
know it well enough to be able to fpeak tolerably |
when y\u get to Rome ; where you will foon make
ynmfc]f erfectly mafter of Italian, from the daily |
z flity ybu will' be under of fpeaking it. In tﬁc |

time| I infift upon your not neglecting, much ‘J
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lefs forgetting, the German you already know ;

- which you may not only continve, but improve, by
- {peaking it conftantly to your Saxon boy, and, as

often as you can, to the feveral Germans you -will
meet “Wwith in your travels. You remember, no
doubt, that you muft never write to me from Tu-
rin, but in the German language and charaéter.

. I'fend you the enclofed letter of recommendadon

to Mr. Smith, the King’s Conful at Venics ; who
can, and 1 dare fay will, be more ufefulkto you
there than agnv body. Pray make your court, and
behave your beft, to Monfieur and Madame Ca-
pello ; who will be of great ufe to you at Rome.
Adieu! Yours, tenderly.

|

LETTER CLXXX.

London, April the 1gth, O.S. 1739.

Dear Bovy,

THIS letter will, 1 believe, ftill find you at Ve-

nice, in all the diffipation of Mafquerades, Ridot-

' tos, Operas, &c. With all my heart; they are

- There are fome pleafures that degrade zfgentlemaﬁ::.

decent evening amufements, and very properly fuc-
ceed that ferious application to which Iam fare you
devote your mornings. 'There are liberal a/id illibe-
ral pleafures, as well as liberal and illiberal arts.

g v g
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as much as fome trades could do. Sottifh drankmg', -
indiferiminate gluttony, driving coaches, ruftic !
{ports, fuch as fox-chaces, horfe-races, &e. are, in
my opinion, infinitely below the honeft and induf-
trious profcfﬁons of a taylor, and a ﬂme-‘akc_l‘;_-
which are faid to déroger. s
. Asyou are now in a mufical country, where ﬁng’a
»>. fiddling, and piping, are not only the common
topics-nf converfation, but almoft the principal ob-
jects ot| attention ; I cannot help cautioning you
againft giving into thofe (I will call them illiberal)
pleafures [(though mufic is commonly reckoned one
of the liberal arts) to the degree that moft of your
countrymen do, when they travel in Italy. If y q'
[love wmufic, hear it; go to operas, concerts, an “’1 i
pay fiddlers-to play to you: but I infift upon your|
neither piping nor fiddling yourfelf. It puts.a gen~ |
tleman in‘a very frivolous, contemptible light; ;
! brings him into a great deal of bad company; andG
takes up a great deal of time, which might be much{}
better employed. Few things would mortify mels
more; than to fee you bearing a part in a concerty
with a fiddle under your chin, or a pipe in your |’
mouth. '
I have had a great deal of converfation with Comte
du Perron, and Comte Lafcaris, upon your fubject
and I.will tell you, very troly, what Comte du Per-
ron (why is, in my opinion, a very pretty man) faid
of you. Wl a de I'e¢fprit, un [;avoir peu commun 4 ﬁl
age, une M vivacité, et quand il aura pris des ma-
A‘wx il feni parfait 5 car il fawt avouer qu'il fent encore
2 \ ) e
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 Jecollege ; mais cela viendra, 1 was very glad to hear,
. from one whom I think fo good a judge, that you
wanted nothing but des manieres ; which 1 am con-
vinced you will'now foon acquire, in the company
which*henceforwards you are likely to keep. But I
muft add too, that, if you thould not acquite them,
all the reft will be of very little ufe to you. By ma-
- mieres, I do not mean bare common civility ; every
. body muft have that, who would not be kicked out
~of company; but I mean engaging, infiwating,
- fhining manners; a diftinguifhed politenets, an al-
moft irrefiftible addrefs ; a fuperior gracefulnefs in
all you fay or do. It is this alone that can give all
_ your other talents their full lufire and value; and,
~ confequently, it is this which fhould now be the
principal obje¢t of your attention. Obierve mi-
nutely, wherever you go, the allowed and eftablifthed
models of good-breeding, and form yourfelf upon

them. Whatever pleafes you moft in others, will
~infallibly pleafe others in you. I have often re-
. peated this to you; now is your time of putting it
in practice.

Pray make my comphments to Mr. Harte ; and
tell him I have received his letter from Vienna, of
the 16th, N. S. but that I fhall not trouble him
with an anfiver to it till I have received the other
letter, which he promifes me, upon the fubject of
one of my laft. I long to hear from hia, after
- your fettlement at Turin: the months that you are
- to pafs there will be very decifive ones for you.
| "fhce:ﬁercxfesof the Academy, and the manners of

. | Courts, "
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Courts, muft be attended to and scquimd and, at
the fame nme, your other ftudies continued. Iam
fure you will not pafs, nor defire, one ﬁng]e idle
hour there; for I do not forefee that yon can, in
any part of your life, put out fix months to greata .
intereft, than thofe next fix at Turin.

. We will talk hereafter about your ftay at Rome, |
aud in other parts of Italy. This only I will now
recommend to you; which is, to extract the fpirit
of every plate you go to. In thofe places, which
are only diftinguithed by claffical fame, and vala-
able remaigs of antiquity, have your Clafics in your
hand and in your head ; compare the antient geo-
graphy and defcriptions with the modern; and ne-
ver fail to take notes. Rome will furnith you with
bufinefs enough of that fort; but then it furnithes
you with many other objeéts, well deferving your
attention ; {uch'as deep ecclefiaftical craft and po-
licy. Adieu.

LETTER CLXXXIL

London, April the 27th, O. 8. 1749.
Dxl; Boy, ,‘

I mave received your letter from Vienna, of the
1gth, N. 8. which gives me great uneafinefs, upon
‘Mu‘. Ihrtesacmnnt. You and I have reafon to in-
: tereft
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~ tereft ourfelves very particularly in every thing that
relates to him. I am glad, however, that no bone
is broken or diflocated ; which being the cafe, I
hope he will have been able to purfue his journey
to Venice : in that fuppofition I direét this letter to

- you at Turin ; where it will either find, or at leaft
not wait very long for you; as I calculate that you ,
will be there by the end of next month, N.§ ~I
hope you refle¢t how much you have to do there,
and that you are determined to employ cfrery mo- -
, ment of your time accordingly. You have your
" Claffical and feverer ftudies to continu¢ with Mr.

" Harte ; you have your exercifes to learn ; the turn
and manners of a Court to acquire ; referving always
fome time for the decent amufements and pleafures
of a gentleman. You fee that I am never againft
pleafures; Iloved them myfelf, when T was of your
age ; and it is as reafonable that you “fhould love
them now. But I infift upon it, that pleafures are
very combineable with both bufinefs and fiudies,
and have a much better relifh from the mixture..
The man who cannot join bufinefs and pleafure, is
either a formal coxcomb in the one, or a fenfual
beaft in the other. Your evenings I therefore allot
for company, affemblies, bails, and fuch fort of

* amufements; as I look upon thofe to be the beft
{chools for the manners of a gentleman ; which no-
thing can give but ufe, obfervation, and eyperience.

" You have, befides, Italian to learn, to W‘Z?::h I de-
fire you will diligently apply ; for though French is,
Ibehqvc, the langu.age of the Court at Turin, kgt

: Italian
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Fealian will be vety neceffary for you at Rome, and
in otlicr, parts of Italy ; and if you are well grounded
in it while you are at Turin (as you eafily may, for
it is a very eafy language), your fubfequent ftay at
Rome will make you perfect in it. 1 would alfo
- have you acquire a general notion of Fortification
I mean, fo far as not to be ignorant of the terms,
whicli you will often hear mentioned in company ;
fuch as Ravelin, Baftion, Glacis, Contrefearpe, €.
In order to this, I do not propofe that you fhould
make a ftudy of Fortification, as if you were to be
an Engineef ; but a very eafy way of knowing, as
much as you need know of them, will be, to" vifit
often the fortifications of Turin, In company with
fome old Officer or Engineer, who will fthew, and
explain to you, the feveral works themfelves; by
which means_you will get a clearer notion of them
than if you were to fee them only upon paper for
feven years together. Go to originals whenever
you can, and truft to copies and deferiptions as lit-
“tle as poﬂible At your idle hours, whllc you are
at Turin, pray read the Hiftory of the Houfe of
Savoy, which has produccd a great many very great
men. The late King, Vifor Amadée, was un-
doubtedly one ; and the prefent King is, in my opi-
nion, another. In general, I believe that little
Princes™sre more likely to be great men, than thofe
‘whofe more *extenfive dominions, and fuperior
ftrength, flatfer them with a fecurity ; which com-
monly produces negligence and indalence. A little
—pﬂnce, in the nexghbcu:hood of great ones; muft
V‘dl‘.. IL O be
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be alert, and look out fharp, if he would fecure his
own dominions; much more ftill, if he would en-
large them. He muft watch for conjunctures, or
endeavour to make them. No princes have ever
poffefied this art better than thofe of the Houfe of
Savoy ; who have enlarged their dominions prodi- |
gioufly within a century, by profiting of con-
Junétures.

I fend you here enclofed, a letter from Comte
Lafcaris, who is a warm friend of yours: I defire
that you will anfwer it very foon, and very cor-
dially ; and remember to make your compliments
in it to Comte du Perron. A young man fhould
never be wanting in thefe attentions; they coft lit-
tle, and bring in a great deal, by getting you.peo-
ple’s good word and affeétion. They gain the heart,
to which I have always advifed you to apply your-
felf particularly ; it guides ten thoufand for one that
reafon influences. .

I cannot end this letter, or (I believe) any other,
-without repeating my recommendation of the Gracep.
They are to be met with at Turin: for God’s fake,
facrifice to them, and they will be propitious.
People miftake grofily, to imagine that the leaft
awkwardnefs, in either matter or manner, mind or
body, isan indifferent thing, and not worthy of at--
tention, It may poflibly be a weaknefs in-me (but
in thort we are all fo made) : I confefs to §ou fairly,
that when you fhall come home, and that I firft
fee you, if I find you ungraceful in your addrefs,
and awkward in your'perfon and drefs, it will be i~

: poflible
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pofiible for me to love you half fo well as I fhould
otherwife do, let your intrinfic merit and knowledge
be ever fo great. If that would be your cafe with
me," as it really would, judge how much worfe it
might be with others, who have not the fame affec~

«tion and partiality for you, and to whofe hearts you
muft make your own way.

Remember to write to me conftantly, while you
are in Italy, in the German Janguage and character,
till you can write to me in Italian ; which will not be
till you have been fome time at Rome.

Adien, my dear boy; may you turn out, what
Mr. Harte and I with you! I muft add, that, if
you do not, it will be both your own fault, and your
own misfortune.

LETTER CLXXXIL

London, May the 15th, O.S, 1749.
Dzar Bory,

Thais letter will, T hope, find you fettled to your

ferious ftudies, and your neceflary exercifes at Tu-

rin, afterghe hurry and diffipation of the Carnival

at Venice. I mean that your ftay at Turin thould,

and T flatter myfelf that it will, be an ufeful and or-

namental period of your education ; but at the fame

tinze T mutft tell you, that all my affedtion for-you
Og ~ has





