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contrary, he declared, That, if he was pardoned, he 

would attempt it again; that he thought it.a duty 
which he owed his countrv; and that he died with 

J 

pleafure for having endeavored to perform it. Rea-

fon equals Shepherd to Regulus; but prejudice, and 

the recency. of the faCt, "makes Shepherd a com­

mon malefactor, and Regulus a hero. 

Examine carefully, and confider all your notions 

of thmgs; analyfe them, afid difcover their compo­
nent part!>, an~ fee If habit and prejudice are not 

the principal ones; weigh the marter, upon which 

you are to form your Opl11lOn, in the ec1ual and im­

partial' fcales of reafon. It IS not to be conceiveu 

how many people, capable of reafuning if they 

would, live and dIe in a thoufand errors, from lazi­

nefs: they WIll rather adopt the prejudices of others, 
than give themfelvec; the trouble of [orfl1;ng opinion'> 

of thelr own. They fay thmgs, at £r11, becaufe 

other people have faid th~m; and then they perfift 
in them, becau1e thcy have faicl thcm themfdves. 

The hft ob[ervatlOn, that I ihJ.ll now mention, . of 
the Card mal's, IS, "That a fecrct is more eafily kept 

"iJby a good many people, than one commonly ima­

"gines." By this he means a fecret' of importance, 
among people.c.interefted~ in th~fkeeping of it. And .. 
It IS, certain that people of bufinefs know the import-

ance of fecrecy, and will obferve It, where they are 

concerned in the event. And the Cardmal does not 

fupp~fe that any body 1S filly enough to tell a feefet, 

merely from the defire of telling it, to· anyone that 

is not fome way (}r other interefted in the keepingoe 
it, 
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it, and concerned in the event. To go an~ tell any 
friend, ~ife, or miftrefs, any fee ret with which tqey 
have nothing to do, is difcovenng to them fuch an 
unretentive weaknefs, as muit convince them that 
you will'tell it to twenty others, and confequently 
that they may reveal it without the n[que of bting 
difcovered. But a fecret properly communicated, 
only to thofe who are to be concerned III the thing 
in quefhon, wtll probabl~ be kept by them, though 
they fuouJd be a good many. Litue feerets are 
commoniy told again, but great ones generally kept. 
Adieu! 

:t E T T E R CLXIII. 

London, September the 20th, O. S. 1748. 

DEAR BoY, 

I WAIT with impatience for your accurate Hiftory 
of the' Chevaliers Porte Epees, which you promifed 
me in your laft; and which I take to be the forerun­
ner of a larger worR~ that you inten~ to give the 
Public, containing a gF.neral account of an the Re­
ligious and MIlitary Orders of Europe. Serioufly, 
you will do well to have a general notion of all th~fe 
Ordf'rs., antient and modern; both as th~ are ,lre­
quently the fUbjeCl:s of converfation, and Its they are 
m.ore or lefs interwoven with the hiftories of thofe 

H 2 times. 
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tiIfes. Witne[., the TeutoniC' Order, which, as foon 

as it gained ftrength, began J ts Ul~Uft depredations 

in Germany, and acqu;red furh confiderable poffef­

iions there; and the Order of Maltha alfo, whICh 

continues to this day its piracIes upon tl~e Infielels. 

Befides, one can go mto no company in Germany, 

without runnmg againft A1on/ieur Ie Chevalter, Gr 

Monjteur Ie C071lmandeur de l'Ordre Cfeutomque. It is 
the lame in all the other p~rts of Europe, with rc­

gard to the On.lcr of Malth~" where you never go 

mto company wahout meeting two or three Cheva­
liers, or Commandeurs, \\ho talk cf their Pnuves, 

their °Langues, tllclr CalaVa!leS, &t'. of all WlllCh 

thmgs. I am furc, you would not wIllingly be igno­

rant. On the other hanel, I do not mean th"t you 

fhould have a profound and minnte !znowledge of 

thefe matters" \dllC h are of a nature tLl.l a gener'''') 

knowledge of them IS fully fufficlent. I would no:­

rtc(lmmcnd to you to read Abbe V crtot's Hifiory of 

the OrdLr of l\hlthat I .in four quarto vol~mes; that 

\\ nuld be rroploymg a. great deal of good time '~cry 

111. But I would have you know the foundatiom, 

the Ohll'A:~, the Infignia, and the ihort general hlf­
tory of them all. 

j\~ for the 'dntient religlOu:).'1J."i1it:lry Orders, which 

were chiefly fqunded in the eleventh and twelfth 
centunes, fuch as Maltha, the Teutonic, the Kmghts 

Templars, &,. the In]u{hce and the wickednefs of 
thoft: etta·bilihments cannot, I am fure, have efc~ped 
your. obfe'rvation. Their pious objeCt was, to take 
away by force other people's property; and to maf~ 

f~\cre 
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[acre the proprietors themrelves, if they refufed to 
~ 

give up that property, and adopt the opinion+f 

there invaders. What TIght or pretence had thefe 

confederated Chriftiam of Europe to the Holy Land? 

Let them' prod uce their grant of It in the Bible. 

"VIll they fay that the Saracens had poffefi(:d them­

felves of it by forc€; and that, confequently, they 

had the fame right? Is it lawful then to fteal goods, 

becaufe they were fiolejl before? Surely not. The 

truth IS, that the wlckednefs of many, and the weak­

nef." of more, In thofe ages of ignolance and fuper-, 
{htlon, cOIJ.curred to form thofe flagltious confpira'­

Cles agalllft the lIves and properties of unotfending 

people. The Pope fanctified the villainy, and an­

nexed the pardon of fins to the perpetration of it. 
This gave rife to the CrOlfadoes, and carried fuch 

fwarms of people from Europe to the conquefts of 
the Holy '(~nd, Peter the Hermit, an aCtive and 

ambltIOus Pneft, by 1m U1dcfatigable pams, was the 

Immecbate author of 'th.e firf! CrOliadc; Kings, 
Pnnces, all Profeffions ,md Characters united, from 

<.hfferent matHies, III tlus great undertakmg, as every 

fentlment, e~cept true rehgion and morahty, inVited 

to It. Tht: 'iilmbltlous hoped for kmgdoms; the 
greedy and the 1\t'ceffitom for plunder; and fome 

were enthufiafts enbugh to hope ror falvation, by 
the deihuCl:ion of a confiderable number of their 

fellow-creatures, who had done them no mjury. I 

cannot omit, up-:>n thls occafion, telling you that 

the E(\fi:ern Emperors at Conil:antinopte, (~ho, as 

Chriftians, were obliged at lea4 to [cern to favbur 
H 3 thefe 
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thefe expedItions) feeing the immenfe numbers of the 

CroiJis, and fearing that the Weftern Empire mIght 

ha,'e fome mmd to the Eafiern Empire too, If it 

fucceeded againfl: the Infidels, as l' .;pp et it vim! ell 

mangtant; thefe Eaftern Emperors, very honeftIy, 

poifoned the waters where.the Croips were to paf.~, 

and fo deftroycd mfimte num:Jers of them. 
The later Orders of Kmghthood; fuch as the Gar­

ter in England; the Elephnt In Denmark; the 

G01den Fleece 111 Burgundy; the St. Efprit, St. MI­
chel, St. LOUIS,' and St. La:,.,arc, in Fr,lnce, &c. are 

of a very dJfferent nature and inftltlltH)n. They 
were ei~her the ll1"ltatlons to, or the pwarrh of or:.ye 

actions in faIr war; and are 110W rather the decOla­

t10ns of the favour of the Pnnce, than th proofs of 

the ment of the fubJetl-. Ho",eyer, they ~tre wortb 

your enqUlries to a certam degree; and (onVerhl.tlOfl 

will give you frequent opportnnltles" fiJr them. 

V\Therever you are, I would acln[e you to enquire 

into the refpechve Orders of th:lt country, and to 

wnte down a ihort account of them. For example; 

while you are in Saxony, get an acco"imt of J' .1lgle 
Blal'lc, and of what other Orders there fJ}ay be, eIther 

Pohfn or Saxon; and, when you :!haU' be at BerlIn, 

inform yourfelf of the three Ord~nI, J' Aigle Nozr, la 
Generofite, et;le T/rai Mirtte, whf~'h ..ire the only ones 

that I know of th'ere. But whenever you meet with 

U:raggling r.N>ands and frars, as' you wIll with a 

thoufand lrft.ermany, do not fall to enquire what 

they are, allCr to take a minute of them in your me.;: 
mArandum-book: (or it IS a fort of knowledge that 

cofts 
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cofts little to acqUlre, and. yet is of fome ufe. 

Young people have frequently an i~cunoufnefs ab,?ut 
them, aufing either from lazinefs, or a contempt of 

the obJeCt; which dcpnves them of feveral [uch ht­
tle parts of knowledge, that they afterwards wlih 
they had. acqUlred. If y.ou will put converfation to 
profit, great knowledge may be gamed by it; and is 
it not better (iince It is full as eafy) to turn it upon 

ufcful, than up.on ufeltis fllbjcC1:s ? People always 
talk beft upon what they know moit, and it is 

both pleafing them, and improving obe's-felf, to put 

them upon that fubJeCl:. '\TIt h people of a particu-
• 

lar profeilion, or of a difhnguiihed enunency in any 
branch of learnmg, one IS not at a I lo[s: b~t WIth 

thofe, whether mt:n or women, who properly con~l­

tute wIut is called the beau monde, one mui! not 
chooLe deep fubjefts, nor hope to get any know­
ledg~ above' "that of Orders, R,mks, Farmlies, and 

Court anecdotes; wllich are therefOle the proper 

(and not altogether ufel~fs 1 fubJeB s of tInt kind of 
converfatj()l1. I Women, efpecully, are to be talked 
to, as below men, and abo\'e children. 1£ you talk 
to them too deep, you only confound them, and lofe 

your own lab()'-r; If you talk to them too frivolouflYJ 

they perceIve and. refent the contempt. The pro­
per tone for them IS; what the Fren·ch call the En­
tregent, and is, in truth, the poltte jargon of good 

company. Thus, if you a1~ a good. chemift, you 
may extract fomething out of every thing . 

• A proNs of the beau monde; I muft agrin arid again 
recommend the Graces to you. There" is no doing 

H 4 without 
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without them in that worM; and, to make a good 

figure in tha.t wvrld, IS a great fiep towards making 

one m the "vorld of builnefs, p::uticularly tlut part 

of It for whIch you are deibned. An ungraceful 
manner of fpeakmg, awkward motIOns; and a dlf­

agreeable adclrefs, are groo.t clogs to the ableft man 

of bufinefs; as the oppoflte qualIficatIOns are of in­

finite adnntage to him. I am therefore very ghd 
that you learn to dance, fi.lCC I am told there is a 

very good c1anclDg-mal1:er at Leipfig. J would ha,'e 

you c!.\Dce a L~inuet very well, not fo much for the 

fake of the minuet Itfelf (though that, If (tweed .It 

an, ought to be danced well) as th:.it It WIn gl've } ou 

an habitual genteel carriage, and manner of prc[ent­

ing yourfelf. 

Since I am upon little things, I muft men.ion an­

other, which, though little enough in. itfelf, .\ ct, ac; 
it occurs at leaft once 10 e,rery day, dererve~ fome 

attention; I mean Can'mg. Do you ufe yourf:lf to 

car",;,e adr~/Jly and genteely; wlthout hackll1g half an 

hour acrofs a hone; wlthont befpattenng the com­

pany wIth the fanee; and wIthout overturning the 

glaffes into your neighbour's pocket'>'~ Thefe awk~ 

.wardneffes are extremely difagreeabl(;; and, if often 

repeated, bnng ridicule. They ~re very cailly avoid­

ed, by a little attention and ufe. 

How trifling {oever there things may feern, 'or 

really be, in thcmfe1ves, they are 1)0 longer fo, when 
above half the world thinks them otherwife. And, 
as I would' have you omnibus orllatum-excellere rebus, 
I think nothing a,bove or below my pointing out to 

you, 
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you, or your excelling in. You haye the means of 

doing. it, and time before you to make ufe of them. 
Take my word for it, I afk nothing now, 5ut what 
you will, twenty years hence, moft heartily with that 
you had aone. Attention to all thefe things, for the 

next, two or three years,' will [we you infinite trou­
ble and endlefs regrets hereafter. May you, in the 
whole courfe of your life, h,:m:: no reafon for any 
one Juft regret' A.ieu. 

Your Drefden china i~ arrived, and I have fent it 
to your Mamma. 

,..L E T T E R CLXIV. 

London, Sept~mber the 27th, O. S. 1748. 

DEAll. BoY, 

I HAVE received your Latin LeCture upon War, 
which, tho~h it 15 not exactly the fame Latin that 
Crefar, Clce~, Horace, Virgil, and Ovid fpoke, is, 
however, as good. Latin as the erudi!e Germans [peak 
or write. I have always obferved, that th~ moil: 
learned people, that i'3 tllOfe who have read the 
moft Latin, wnte the worft; and this diftin .. 
guifues the Latin of a Gentleman fcholar from 
that of a ~dant. A Gentleman has, p,fobatrly, read 
no other Latin t4a.n that of the.Auguftan age;' and 

therefore 



1_06 LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS 

therefore can wrire no other: whereas the Pedant 

has read much more bad Latin than good; and COll­

fequentIy writes fo too. He loob upon the beft 

c1affical books, as books for fchool-boys, and coo­

fequ<:otly below 111m; but pores over fragments of 

obfcure authors, trcafures, up the obiolcte words 

which he meets wIth there, and ufe'i them upon all 
occafiom, to i110W hIS rea.ding, at the expenee of 

his judgment. Plautus IS 11l~ favourite author, not 

for the fake of the ~it and the 'iJ1S comica of hi" 

comedies; but f upon account of the m.i0Y obfolete 
words, and the cant of low clllraCi:("rs, which are 

to be met with no where elfe. He will rathel ufe 

olli than tlli, 0pIUmt" than optnne, amI any bad word, 
rather than any good one, provillcd he can but 

prove, that, itriclly fpeakmg, it is LatlO; that is, 

that it was written by a Roman. By tIllS rule, ; 

might now WrIte to you in the language of Chaucer 

or Spenfer, and affcrt that I wrote Englifh, becaufe 
it was Enghfh in their day,s; but I _fhoulcl be a moft 
affeCted puppy If I old [u, and you would. not un­

derftand three words of my letter. All thefe, and 

fuch-like affec'l:eu pccnliamies, are the r haraCteflftics 

of learned coxcombs and pedants, an/, are carefully 

avoided by all men of feofe. 

I dipped, ac~ldentally, the other day, into Pitif­

eus's preface to his Lexicon; where I found a word 

that puzzled me, and which I did not remember 

ever to have met with before. It is the adverb prtt­
fifcine i ',whicl} means, in a g()pd hpur:; an expreffiol1, 

which,. by the fup.erftitiol1 of ~t, appears to be low 
and 
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and vulgar. I looked for it; and at laft I found, that 
is once or twice made ufe of in Plautus; upon the 
ftrength of which, this learned pedant thrufis it into 
his preface. Whenever YOIl write Latin, remember 
that every word or phrafe which you make ufe of, 
but cannot find in Crefar, CIcero, Livy, Horace, 
VugII, and Ovid, ]s b..!d, jlhberal Latin, though it 
may have been written by a Roman. 

I muft now fay fome.hlng as to the matter of the 
LeCture; In-whIch, I confefs, there is one doctrine 
laid down thlt furpnzes me: it is tl:i<;; !0Jum vero 
bo/lzsjit Icnt,p cltm)e mode Minta dna nubls mmztam 
~uocunque bellaaftvus negf)tlUnl eli, farum fmc interfuerit 
quo modo cum obruere et mteljicere ja toga mllJ ,Ji fcroclam 
exuere cun{fetur, Ergo 'Ucneno quoque utz fas eft, &c. 
whereas I cannot conceive that the nfe of poifon can7 

upon any accgunt, come wIthin the lawful means of 
felf-dcfence: Force m..!)" wIthout doubt, be Juitly 
repelled by force, out not by treachery and fraud; 
for I do not CitIl the ftr..!t'agems o[war, fuch ~., am­
bnfcades, 'maiked battenes, falfc attacks, &c. frauds 
or treachery; 'they are mutually to be expeCted and 
guarded agalryt; but poifoned arrows, pOlfoned 
waters, or pchfon adminiftered to your enemy 
(which can only be done by treachery)" I have always 
heard, read, and thought to be unlawful and in­
famous means of defence, be y~ur danger ever fo 
great. But,ji jrrociam exuere cunf.1etur; muft I rather 
die than poifon this enemy? Yes, certai.l'ily, much 
rather die than do a bate or criminal act.iop; n6r can 
I be fure, beforehapd, that this eQ.emy may not, in 

~he 



~o8 LOAD CHF.STERFIELD'S LETTERS 

the laft moment, jerotiam (xutrt. But the Public 

Lawyers, now, [eern to me rather to warp the law, 

in order to authorize, than to chee k, thofe ll'nlawful 

proceedings of Princes and States; \\' h tch, by being 

become common, appe.lr lefs crim111a}; though c\.1f­

tom can never alter the nature of good and ill. 

Pray let no quibbJes of Lawyers, no refinements 

of Cafuifis, break mto the pLun notions of nght and 

wrong; which every man's, !Ight re,lfon, and plain 

common fenfe, fnggeft to 111m. To do a~ you would. 

be done by, is the plam, fnre, and undifputed rule 

of morality and Jufbce. StJ(,k to that; and be (on· 

yinceQ, that whatever breaks into It 111 any degree, 

however fpecioufly It may be turned, aJ1d however 

puzzling it may be to aniwer Jr, 15, notwlthfiandtng, 
falfe in itfelf, unJuft, and crlmmal. I do 'lOt kllOW 

a crime in the 'Aorld, wlllch is not, I?), the Cafuilh 
among the Jefmts (efpeclally the twenty-four col­

lected, I think, by Efcobar) allowed, 10 fome, or 
many cafes, not to be qllTIlllal. The pnncipks :firft 

laid down by them are often fpecious, the ·reafonmgt: 

plaufible; but the conc1ufion always' a lie: for It IS 

contrary to that eVIdent and undem~b!e ru1e of Juf­

tice which I have mentioned above/of not domg to 

anyone what you wou1d not bave him do to YOIl. 
I 

But, however, thefe refined fpc{:ies of cafuiftry and 

fophiftry, bemg very convement and welcome to 

people's paffions and appetites, they gladly accept 

the indulgence, without defiring to detetl: the fallacy 

of tilt! realoning: and. indeed many, I might fay rooft 

peop~e, a.re not ,able to do it; which makes the 

publication 
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publication of fuch quibblings and refinements the 
more p~rnicious. I am no ikllflll CJ.fuift, nor fubtle 
Difputant; and yet I would undertake to juftify, and 
qualify, the profeffion of a highwayman, ftep by ftep, 
and fo plauiibly, as to make many Ignorant people 
embrace the profeffion, as an innocent, if not even 
a laud.1ble one; and to puzzle people of fome degree 
of knowledge, to an(wer me pOlllt by point. I have 
[cen a book, Intituled i&idltbp! C.t' f'J.z:lcltbet , or the 
Art of making any thing alit of any tIling; which is 
not fa difficult, a'> It woulJ fcem, If once one quits 
certain pla.n truths, obviom In grofs to tvery under­
ftanding, in order to run after the ingenious refine­
ments of warm imaginatLOns and fpecnl.1tive reafon­
ings. Dodor Berkeley, Blihop of elayne, a very 
worthy, ingenious, and learned man, has 'Nritten a 
book to p~ov.e, that there is no fuch thing as Mat­
ter, and that nothing exlfh but in idea: that you and 
I only fancy ourfelves eating, drinking, and fleep­
ing; you at Leipfig, and I at London: that we think 
\ve have' flcih and blood, legs, arms, & (, but that 
we are only [pint. His arguments ue, {trialy 
fpealing, uIfnfwerable; but yet I am fo far from 
being convinc·eu by them, that I am sletermined to 
go on to eat and l'lrink, and walk and nde, in order 

• to keep that mallcr, which I fo miftakenly imag~ne 
my body at prcfent to cunfift of, in as good plight 
a'i pollible. Common [enfe (whIch, in truth, IS 

very uncommon) is the heft fenfe I know of! abide 
by it; it wlll counfel you beft. Reaa. and kear, for 

your amufement, ingenious fyitems, nice queftions 
fubtilly 
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fubtilly agitated, with an the refinements that warm 

imaginations fuggeft: but confider them only as ex­
ercitations for the mind, and return always t~ fettle 
with common fenfe. 

I ftumbled, the other day, at a booHener's, upon 

Comte de Gabalis, in two Vf:ry httle volumes, which 
I had formerly react I read it over again, and with 
frefil aftonifhment. Moft of the extravagances are 
taken from the Jewifh RablXlls, W10 broached thore 
wild notions, and delivered them in the unteillgible 

jargon which the Cabahfts and ROllcrucians deal in 
to this day. Their number is, I belleve,- mnch lef­
fened, but there are ihll fame; and I myfelf have 
known two, who ftudied and firmly be1ie\ ed in that 

myihcal nonfenfe, What extravagancy is not man 

capable of entertaining, when once his fbackled rea­

fan is led in triumph by fancy and preJ\ldice; The 
~ent Alchemifts gave very much into this ftuff, by 
which they thought they fhould difcover the: Phi­
lofopher's Stone; and forne' of the moil: celebrated 

Empirics employed it in the purfuit of the U niverfal 
Medicine. Paracelfus, a bold Empiric, and wild 
Cabahft, afferted, that he had difco\l\ered It, and 

I 
called it his AlkaheJl. Why, or wIrerefore, God 

knows; only th~t thofe madmen call nothing by an 
intelligible name. You may eafily get this book 
from the Hague; read it, for it will both divert and 
aftonifh you; and, at tne fame time, teach you nil 
odmirari; a very neceffary leffon. 

Your<1etter~~ except when upon a given fubje&~' 
are exceedingly laconic, and neither anfwer my de ... 

fires, 
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fires, nor the purpafe of letters; which fuould be 

familiar converfations bet~ een abrent friends. As I 

defire to live with you upon the footing of an inti­

mate friend, and not of a parent, I could wifu that 

your letter's gave me more particular accounts of 
yourfelf, and of your leff(;r tranfactiom. When you 

write to me, {llppofe yourfelf com erfing freely with 

me, by the fire-fide. In that cafe, you would natu­

rally mention the lilcilents of the day; as, where 

you had heen, whom you lu.d flen, wbat you thought 
• 

of them, &fc. Do tlllS in your letters; acquaint me 

[ometImes avith your ftUdICS, fomC'times with your 

diyernons: tell me of any new per[ons and charac­

ters that you meet wlth In company, and add YOllr 
own ohfervatlOns uoon thcm: III iliort, let me fee 

~ 

more of You in your letters. How do you go on with 

Lord Pulte,nqr: and how does he go on at Lcip:fig ! 
Has he learning, has he parts, has he apphcation ? 
Is he good or Ill-natured? In fl1ort, What is he? at 
leaft, What do yo~ think him? You may tell me 

without referve, for I promlie you fecrt'cy. You are 
now of an age, that I am defirous to begin a con­

fidential corrt"fpondenee with you; and as J iliall, 

on my part, wnte you very freely my opinion upon 

men and things, which I 1110uhl ofIcn be "ery un­

WIlling that any body but you and Mr. Harte ihould 

fee; fo, on your part, If you write to me without 

referve, you may depend upon my innolable [eereey. 

If you have ever looked Into the Letters of Madame 

<fe Sevigne, to her daughter Madame-.de Gflgnan, 
you muft have obferved the ~afe, freedom, and 

fnendfhip 
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friendilup of that correfpondence; and yet, I hope, 

and belle\'e, they did not 10'" one another bettcr 

than we do. Tell me what books you are now read­

ing, either by way of ftlldy or amufement; how you 

pafs your evenings when at home, and' where you 

pafs them when abroad. Ir know that you go fome­

times to Madame Valentin's aifembly; what do you 

do there? do you play, or fup, or is it only La belle 
conver!atton? Do you mind Jour dJilcwg, whIle your 

dancing-mafter is with you? As you wIll be often 

under the neceflity of dancIng a minuet, I would 

have you dance It very 'Well. Remembt . .r, that the 

graceful motion of the arms, the glVing your hand, 
a.~d the putting-on and. pulling-off your h,lt gen­

tcely, are the matenal parts of a gentleman's dancmg. 

BUE.,~ greateft ad"antage of dancing well lS, that 
it ncceffanly teaches you to pref<:nt YO.l1rfelf, lv fit, 

ftand, and walk genteely; all of WhlLh arc of rcal 

importance to a man of [,d111on. 

I ihould wlih that you were po1iihed before you 

go to Berltn; where, as you wlll be in a great deal of 

good company, I would haye you h3\'e the nght 

manners for it. It IS a vel)' confiderable artIcle to 

have Ie ton de la bonne cOJ!Jj)agnie, In your defimatlOn 

particularly. The prinCIpal bu:finef-: of a foreign 

Minifter is, to get into the [ecrets, al1d to know all 

leJ ,allures of the Courts at which he refides: this he 

can never bring about, but by fuch a pleafing ad­
drefs, fuch engaging manners, and fuch an in­

:finuatiirg b;~avlOur, as may make him fought £01, 

and in .fome meafure domeftic, in the heft company 

Z Md 
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and the beft families of the place. He will then; 

indeed,. be- well informed of all that paifes, either 
by the confidences made hun, or by the carelefineis 
of people in his company; who are accuftomed to 
look upon rum as one of them, and confequently not 
upon their guard before hrm. For a MirnH:er, ;'lho 

only goes to the Court he refides at, in form, to 
aik an audience of the Pnnce or the MInifte~, upon 
hIS hft inftruaions, puu them upon their guaru, 
and will never know any thing more t!lan what they 
have a mind that he Ihould know. Here women 
may be put to fame ufe. A Kihg's mifircfs, or a 
lVlimfter's wife or mifrrefs, may give great and. ufe­
ful informatiOns; and are very apt to do it, being 
proud to thow they have been trufted. But then, In 

this cafe, the heIght of that fort of addrefs, wlllch 
fh~kes wome.n,.is reqUlfite; I mean that eafy polite­
ne[s, genteel anti graceful addre[<;, and that extemur 
brdlilnt, which they can110t wlthftd.nd. There is a 
fort of men [0 like women, t;hat they are to be taken 
Jul1 in the Tam~ way; I mean thole who arc com­
monly called fine men; who [warm at all Courts; 
who have little refldbon and lefs knowledge; but 
who by their g'ood-breeding, and tram-tran of the 
world, are admitted into all compaf\les; ana, by 
the imprudence or cart:>lefine[:i of their fuperiors, 
pick up fecrets worth knowing, which are eafily got 
Out of [hem by proper addrefs. Adieu. 

VOL. II. I LETTElt 
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LET T E R CLXV. 

Bath, OCl:oberthe 12th, O.S. 1;.;.8. 

DEAR BoY, 

I CAME here three d.lYc; ago, upon account of a 
diforder in my fiorm.eh, which affected my head, 
and gave me vertigos. I already find myfelf fome­
thing better; .and confcquently do not doubt th:1.t a 
courfe of thefe water:, wIll fet me quite right. Hut 

now-ever, and wher~-eY('r I am, your ~elf,1fe, yom 
charaCter, your kno\\oleclge, and your morals, em­

ploy my thoughts more tlJ<lfi any thing that can 
happen to me, or th.n I can fear or hope for myfelf. 
1 am gOlllg off the ftage; you are commg upon it : 
with me, what has been, has been, and refleCtIOn 
now would come too late; with you~ every thmg 15 

to come, even, in fome manner, reflection ltleIf: 

fo that this is the very time when my refleCtions, the 

refuIt of experience, may be of ufe to yo'u, by fup­
plying the want of yours. As foon as you leavo 
Leipfig, you will gradmlly be gOIng into the great 
world; where the firft imprefiions tha.t you l1Jall 
give of yourff'lf wlll be of great in1pJrtance to YOH ; 
but thofe which you receive will be decifive, for 
t~y always frick. To keep good c'ompany, efpe .. 
ci'3.lly at your firft [etting out, is the way to receive 
go04 impr,dJions. If you afk me what I mean by 
good company, I will confefs to you, that it is 

pretty 
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pretty difficult to define; but I will endeayour to 
make you underftand it as welfas I can. 

Good Company is not what rcfpectr,re fets of 

comp:my are pleafed either to call or think them­
felves; but it is that company which all the people 

of the place call, and aclmow1cdge to be good com­

pany, notwIthftandlllg fome obJcctions which they 

may form to fame of the individuals who compare 

it. It confifts chieti y. (but by no means without 

exception) of people of confiderable bIrth, rank, and 
charaCl:er: for people of nelthcr b;;th nor rank are 

frequently" and very juftly, admitted into it, If dif­

tinguiihed by any peculiar merit, or eminency in 
any lIberal art or fClence. Nay, fa motley a thing 

is good company, that many people, without bIrth, 

rank, or merit" intrude into It by tbeir own for­

wardnef,,; aqd others illde into it by the proteCtion 

of fome coufiderable pedon; and fame even of :n­

different charaCters and morals make part of it. 
But, in the main, the good part preponderates, anti 

people of infamous and blafted charaCters are never 

admitted. Ih this faihionable good company, the 

beft manners and the beft language of the place are 

moft unquefti0nably to be learnt; for they eftablJih, 

and give the tone- to both, which ,\re therefore cal­

led the language and manners of good company; 

there being no legal tnbutl31 to afcertain either. 

A company confifting wholly of people of the :tid( 

quality cannot, for that reaion, be called good com· 

pany, in the common acceptation of tile" phfafe, Un­

lrfs they are, into the bargam •• the fafiuon:l.ble and 

I 2. accredited 
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accr,edited company Of the place; fot people of the 
vert firft quality can be as filly, as ill-bred, and 

as worthle[s: as people of the meaneft degree. On 
the other hand, a company confifting enmdy of 
people of very low comh.tlOn, whatever dH~lr merit 

or parts may be, can nerir be cdIed good com­

pany; and confcqucntly ibou1tl not be much fre­

quented, though by no mearl') defptfcd. 
A comp:l.ny wholly compokd of men of learning, 

tllOugh greatly ~o be '\alued anu. refpetted, IS not 

meant by the words good COmj'fl11Y: they cannot have 

the eafy manners and tfJUllwrC of the ,,'ort::!, as they 

do l'lot li\'e in it. If you can bear your pa:t well ill 
fuch a company, it is extremely right to be in it 
fometimes, and you wlll be but mOle e11eemed in 

other companies,fur havlDg a place in that. But 

then do not let It engrofs you; for, if,you do, you 

will be only confidered as one of the bter~ti by pro­

feilion,' Wlllcll IS not the war either to {hine, or rife 

in the world. 

The company of profe{l~d \-Vlts and Poets is ex" 

tremely inVIting to muLt ~ oung men; who, ·jf they 

have wit themieh'es, are pJealeJ WIth It, and, if they 

have none, are filhly proud of being one of it: but 

it ihould be fre~uented with moaeratwu and judg­

ment, amI' y-ou ihould by no means gj\TC yourfelf up 

to it. A Wit is a very nnpopular denomination, ~ 
it'carries terror along WIth It; and people 10 general 

are as mucl~ ~fraiJ of a 11\ c "Vit, in compa.ny, as a. 
woman\.is of,a gun, whIch fhc tlllnk:, may go off of 
itfelf, and do her ,3. mifchief. Their 'l.C'luaintanc~ 

lS, 
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h, however, worth feeking, and their company 
worth .frequenting; but not exc1u{i,rcly, of others" 
nor to fuch a degree as to be confHlcred only as one 
of that particular fet. 

But the ·company, which of a11 others you iliouJd 

moft carefully avoid, IS °that low company, whIch, 
in every fcnfe of the v,;ord, is low indeed; low in 

rank, low in PlrtS, low in manners, and low in 

merit. Yon will, perL:lps, b-: furprifed, that I 
iliotlld think it neceflary to warn you againft fuch 
comp:1.lly; but yet I do not dllnk It wholly unne­

cefi:try, af~er the many lllfianccs which I haye feen, 
of men of fenfe and rank, dJfcredlted, vilified, and 
undone, by keeping {uch company. Vanity, that 
fource of many of our follIes, and of fome of o'ur 
~rii11es, has funk many a man into company, in 
every llght.infinitely below I1ll11felf, for the fake of 
being the firft man in 1t. There he dit'tates, is ap­

plauded, a(ltmrcd; and, for the fake of being the 

Cory/baus of that wretched chorus, difgraces and 

(firqual!fi"c!l himfelf foon for any better company. 
Depend upon· it, you Will fink or rife to the level, of 
the comp,lnY :w hich you commonly keep: people 
will judge of you, and not unreafonably, by that. 
There is gooel renre III the Spaniih .faying, "Tell 
" me whom you live with. and I will leU you who 
" you are." Make it tberefOlf> your bulinefs, where­
ever you are, to get into that campan)', whIch every 
body of the piace allows to be the beft. co~pany, , 
next to their .own: which is the beft definition that 

Lean give you of good compln)'. But here, too, 

1 3 <>ne 
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I?itc caution is "Very neceffary; for want of which 
l1lany young men have been ruined, even in good 
company. Good company (as I have before ob­
ferved) is compared of a great variety of faibion­
able people, whofe charaCters and morals are very 
different; though their madners are pretty much the 
fame. When a young man, new in the world, :firft 
gets into that company, he very rightly determines 

to conform to, and imitatl! it. But then he too 
bften, and fatally, miftakes the objeA::s of his imi­

tation. He has ofren heard that abfurd term of 
genteel and fafhionable vices. He there fees fame 
people who ihine; and who in gel1eral are admired 
and efteemed; and obferves, that thefe people are 

I 

whore-mafters, drunkards, or gamefters: upon 
which he adopts their vices, miftaking their defects 

for their perfections, and thinking that they owe 
their fafhion and their luftre to thofe genteel vices. 
Whereas it is exactly the T'ever[e; for thefe people 

have acquired their reputation by their parts, theIr 
learning, their good-breeding, and other real ac­
compliihments; and are only blemiibed and lower­
ed, in the opinIOns of all reafonable people, and or 

their own in time, by thefe genteel and faibionable 
~ices. A whoremafier, in a flux, or without a nofe, 
i'S a very genteel peTfon indeed: anti well worthy of 
imitation. A drunkard, vomiting up ~t night the 
Wtlle of the day, and ftupified by the head-ach 
all th~ ne~t'q is, doubtlefs, a. fine model to copy 
fro~. ' And a gamefter tearing his hair, and blar~ 
pucming, for having loft more than he had in the 

world, 



Utorld, is furely a. moft amiable chara~. N..", 
thefe are allays, and great ones too, which can ne­
ver adorn any chara&er., but. will always d~bare the 
be ft. To prove this; fuppofe any man, without 
parts and [time other good qualities, to be merely ~ 
whoremafier, a drunkar~, or a gamdter; how will 
he be looked upon by all forts of people? Why, as 
a moft contemptible and vicIOus animal. Therefore 
it is plain, that in there mlxed charaCters the good 
part only makes people forgire, but not approve, 
the bad. 

I will llope and believe, that you win have no 
vices; but if, unfortunately, you fhould have any, 
at leaft I beg of you to be content with your own', 
and to adopt no other body's. The adoption of 
"ice has, I am convinced, ruined ten times mqre 
young men, J;han natural Inclinations. 

A., I make no difficulty of confeffing my paft er· 
rors, where I tlunk the confeffion may be of ufe to 
you, I will own, that, ~~en I firft went to the uni· 
'trerfity, -r drank and [moked, notwithftanding the 
averfion I hbd to wine and tobacco, only becaufe I 
thought it genteel, and that it made me look like ~ 
man. When I went abroad, i firft went to tile 

"-
Hague, where gaming was much in failiion; and 
where I obferved that many people-of ihining rank 
and charaeter gamed too. I was then young 
enough, and filly enough, to believe, that gaming 
was one of their acco~\ifhments; and as I aimed 
at perfection, I adopted gaming as a 'p~cetiary ftep 
t.o it. Thus I a.cquired, by emu;, the habit of a ¥ice, 

I 4 which 
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.41i, lar- from adorning my charaCter, has, I am 
coofcious, been a great blemi1h in it. 

Imitate then, with difcernment and judgment, 

,the real perfections of the good company into which 
you may get; copy their politenefs, thei,t carriage, 

their addre[s, and the eaf¥ and well-bred turn of 
their 'converfation; but remember that, let them 

fhine e\'er [0 bright, their "ices, if they have any, 

are [0 many [pots, which you would no more imi­

tate, than you would make an artificial wart upon 
your face, becau(e fame very handfome man had 

the misfortune tl) have a natural one upon his: but, 
on the contrary, think how much handfomer· he 

'~uld have been without it. 
~aving thys confeiTed fame of my egare711ens, I 

win now ihow you a little of my right fide. I al­

vnys endeavoured to get in to thee, b.eft campan y 
wherever I lI'as, and commonly fucceeded. There 1 

plcafed to fame degree, by iliowmg a defire to pleafe. 
I-took care never to be ~bfent or diflrait; bUt, on 
the contrary, attending to every thing that was fald; 

Gone, or e\'en looked, m company: I never failed 

the minuteft attentions, and \\ as never Journalzer. 
There things, and not my egmemcw, made me 

f~iliionable. 

Adieu! this letter is full long enough. 

LETTER 
" 
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Bath, OQtober the 19th, O. S. 1748• 

DEAR BoY, 

HAVING, in my 1aft, pointed out what fort or 
company you ihould keep, I will now give YOll 

fame rules for your conduct: in it; rules which my 
own experience and obfervation enable me to lay 
down, and communicate to you, with fome degree 
of confidence. I have often given you hints of th~ 

kind before, but then It has been by fnatches; ,I 
will now be more regular and methodICal. I ihall 
f~y nothing wj1b. regard to your bodily carriage and 
addrds~ but leave them to the care of your dane· 
ing mafrer, and to your own attention to the heft 
models: remember, however, that th~y are of con· 
f€guence. 

Talk oft(nJ but never long; in that cafe, if YOll 

<10 not plea[e, .'at leaft you are [ure not to tire your 
hearers. Pay~ur own reckoning, but do not treat 
the whole compan¥'; this being one of the very few 
cafes in which people do not care eta be treated, 
every one b~ing fully <.onvinced that he has where­

withal to pay. 
Tell ftories very feIdom, and abf01ute1y. ne'ter but 

~here they are very apt, and very thort:. GoUt every 
circumftance that is not material, and beware of di-

• 
greffi.ons. 
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,refiions. ?:o have frequent recourfe to narrati\-e, 

betrays great want of imagination. 
Never hOld any body by the button, or the hand, 

in order to be heard out; for, if peop]f" are rJt 

willing to hear you, you had much better hold) our 
tongue than them. 

Moft long talkers finglc out fome one unfortunate 
man in company (commonly him whom they ob­

lerve to be the moft filent, or their next neighbour) 

to whifper, or at leafr, in a half voice, to convey a 

continuIty of words to. This i~ exceilively Ill-bred, 
and, in fome degree, a fraud; converfation-ftock 

being a jomt and common property. But, on the 

(lther hand, if one of thefe unmelclful talkers lays 

hold of )'Oll, hear him with patience (and at leaft 

f«ming attention) if he is worth obliging; for no­
thing will oblige him more than a ~r~tjent hearmg; 

as nothing would hurt lllm more, than either to leave 

him in the mldft of hl~ chfcourfe, or to tlifcover your 

impatience under your a~l&ion. 
Take, ra.ther th:;,n glYC, the tone of the-company 

you are in. If you h.we parts, you wnl ihow them, 

more or Iefs, upon every fubJeCl:; and if you have 

not, you had better talk filhly upr"h a. fubjeCl: of 
other people's than of your own ehoofing. 
,_Avoid as m~ch as you can, in mixed companies, 

argl,Jmentatiye, poltmica.l con"er[ations; which, 
tbough they fhould not, yet certainly do, indifpofe, 

fer a .tim,e, the conte,nding parties to each other; 
and, j. the ,controv1frfy grows warm and noify, en­

deavour to put an ~nd to it, by fome genteel levity 
or 
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or joke. I quieted fuch a converfa.tion-hubbub 

'once, ~y reprefenting to them, that though I *wU 
perfuaded none there pI efent would repeat out of 
c~pany what paired III it, yet I could not an .. 
{we, for tlie difcretion of the pa.ffe-ngers in the 
fireet, who muft neceffarily hear all that was faid. 

Above all thing", and upon all occafions, avoid 
fpeaking of yourfelf, if it be poffible. Such is the 
natural pride and vanity of our hearts, that it per­

petually breaks out, evert in people of the heft 

parts, in all the various modes and figures of the 
egotifm. 

Some, abruptly, fpeak advantageouflyof them­
felves, without either 'Pretence or provocation. 

They are impudent. Others proceed more artfully, 
as they imagine; and forge accufatlOns againft them .. 

f~lves, COl}1pht1l of\.. calumnies which they never 
heard, in ordt'r to iuftify themfelves, hy exhibIting 

a catalogue of their m\1ny ~rtue'l. 'l hey acknDw­
ledge It may, tndecd, fum "dd, that they jhould talk in 
that manner of thcm.fclves; it is 'zDhal tl'cy do not like, 
and what t hej 1tc'l'tr 'l£'ould have done; no, no torture, 
jh{)uld ever ha,,:c /01 ced it from tbem, if they bad not 
been thus unjufl~ .end mon/irolffly aCC1~fi:d. But, in theft 
cafes, jufiice is fu1-cly due to one's felf, as well as tfJ 

others; and when our charaCicr is attacked, ue 1ll.(l1 
fly, in' our own jujltfic atton, what ot hcrwift we never 
would have jaid. .This thin veil of Modefty drawn 
before Vanity is much too tranfparent to ,,"onteal it, 
eVen from very moderate difcernment. 

Others 
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Others go more modeitly and more fii1y ihn (as 
they thin)\.) to work; but~ in my mind, ibn more 

ridiculoufiy. "Illey confds themfehres (not without 
{orne degree of fhame and confuiion) into all IIjle 

Card mal Virtues; by firft degrading them ~nto 

weakneffe'i,. and tben' owning their IT'l5'fortune, In 

being maue up of thuf~ v.ed.ndi'es. 'They cannot foe 
/'tople fiirer, wit/Jour Jjfilptl!l)f;;n~ 'UI tb, ond e ,dea'Vollr­

ing t~ /Jelp tbem. crhey cannot jet prople 'want. 'leit/;out 

relrevmg them; tlOl'J,b, {l·ul:, tbar OWIl rircwnJlanrcs 
~t1I1Ttot very 1.od! tj}ord It. 'Joey (".'II1M! help ,fpeakzlIK 

truth, tbougb t/")' Ano',' (,I! tbe 1Il1 1)Judenr;c of it. fn 

florf~ they k.;o':.~' fllat, '<")1; ) allll'fe weahlcffis, tlie) me 

1101.fit 1o It:'e t11 tiN war M, 7":tel, fffs tv thrIve In it. 
But II-f)' are no~CJ lor; o/d to c/;,mge, and mu/11 ub on as 

'Well tIS tbl~'V Cf!41. TII''i founds tno ri(\lC111ous ,wd 

gUIre, almoft, for the [rJge; ar-d ) et·,' take my "ord 
for It, ) ou win frequently meet with it t;pon 1 be 
common ftagc of the'worlel. And here I ~lll ob­

ferve, by the bye, that, rOll wJlJ often me(.t with 
charac1crs In nature, fo c:...trJ.\'agaut, that a (lIfcrd:t 

Poet would not wntnre to [et thr:m u"ron the fragl! 

in their true and high colouring. 

This principle of yanity and pridells fo ftrong in 

human nature, that it defcenc~s e\'en to the loweft , 
ob.reBs; and one often fees pe0pk angling for 

praife, where, admitting aU they f~y to be true, 

(which, by the way, it kldom ,.,) no juft praife is 

to be C'J.ug)\t. One man affirms that he has rode 

paft an -!lurklred miles in fix hours: probably it 'h 
" lie; \Jut fuppol1ng it to be true, Willt then? \Vhy 

l~e 
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he is a. very good ppft-boy, that is aU. Another 
afTert'>, and probably not wlthout oaths, that l~e bas 
drunk fix or eight bottles of WlI1C at a fitting: out 

O;hanty, I wlll believe. 111m a lla["; for, if I do nor, 
I mt ft think- him a beaft. 

Su 0, and a thoufand Ql0re, are the follies and 
extravagancies, which ,-anity draws people into, and 

whIch always uefe,n theIr own purpofe: and, as 

'ValIer fays upon another fubJCL'1, 

Make the \~ lekh the mott dd}>l,'d, 
\\'ncre moii: he \\ lIhe, to be Pill"!. 

The on1y lure WClY of avoiding thde evils, i5 nenr 
to fpeak of yonr[elf at all. Bur when, hrftoricalIy, 
you are obliged to mention yumfelf, take care not 

to drop one j1n2,11" word, that can dlw£tly or indi~ 

reCl:ly be confrrued ~s fifhing fur applaufc. Be YOlJr 
charaCter what~~it wlll be known.; J.nclnobody 

will tak~ it 'upon you\own word. Kever imagine 

that any thing you can f:lf yourfdf will v.lrni111 rour 
defects, or adclluftre to yo?r perfecbonq; but, on 
tLe contr;uy, it may~ and nine times Jl1 ten will. 
make the former more glaring, and the latter obfcure. 

If you are filent·upon your own fubjeCt, neither envy, 

jndig~atlOn, nO{ ndicule, will obfrruCt or allJY th~ 
applaufe which yO\ may really deferve; but if you 
publiih your own panegyric upon any occafion, or 

In any {hape whatfoever, and however artfully drefied 

or dlfgui1ed, they WJii all con!pire aga.i~ft you, and 

you WIll be dlfappointed of the very end~'p alm at. 

.Take care ne\'er to {cern dark and :i8riOlls: • 
whieh is not only a very unamia.ble charaCter, bl,lt 

a. \:cry 
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Others go mQre modealy :md more !lily ftill (as ' 
they think) to work; but, in my mind, frill morc ' 
ridiculoufly. They conf~fs themfthrcs (not without 
fome degree of 1'hame and confulion) into all :die 
Card inal Virtues; by firfi. degrading ' them ~nto , 
weaknc{fcs, and then owning thei r miMorrunc, in 
being made up of t hore w(":;.knefies. 'They (annol ftc 
ptople fuJli,., withollt jj'll(paI14in~ wlfh , and t ldcavotlr­
;»J t~ http them. They control foe ,tJ r"oplf 'lJ..'Iml, u ithout 
rr/;'ving them ; Iho!lf, b, frul :, Ibri,. C':1.I11 rirrumJitmus 
((1l1n# vcr] wd'l'flord it. They r :l'ln()1 help fpeakif/X 
fruth, though tbf)' "no:;; (1 /1 the im/!fude~e 0/ it. /" 
fl~rl! t be)' I:r.tYu.' t {Jot J 'Wi: 'J Illlictfe weak1:e.!ltJ, I hey are 
1101 fit 10 li't'c i ll /ht w Ol M. mll{b lift 10 thrive;n if. 
Bm ' btJ arc m;w 100 old 10 cbtlnge, nnd I1IUJ1111b on II! 

'Well 85 JUry (I!'ft. Th!s found s too ridicu lou s and 
9!1i,i, "hnoft , for t he fragc ; a;)\j ye;y. take my word 
for it, you will frequently meet with it upon ! he 

common ftagc of the' w.orhl. And here 1 will ob­
{('rYe, by the bye. tl1:1.1 . ~' Ol1 ' will often meet wilh 
ch:uaCten in nature. fo cxtra'-agam, that a difcreet 
Poet would not '-entme to fet them upon the ftagl! 
in their true and bigh colouring. • 

This principle of vaniry and prideiis fo {hong in 

Imman nature, that it defcencls eVen to the lowdl: , 
objeCts; and one often fees people angling fo r 
praire, where , admitting all they f~y to be nue, 

(which, by the way, it i'eJdom is) no juft praife is 
.to he l".lught. One man affirms that he has rode 
port an ~jl!n4red mil('s in fix hours: probably it 'is 
& lie; pUt fuppo iing ina be true, wlut then? ' Vhy ~ 

• l1c 
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·he is a very good ppfl:-boy, that is all. Another 
aliens, and probably not without oaths, that t,le has 
drunk fix or eight borrles of wine at :\ fitting : out 

o~rity. 1 wiU believe him a lilr ; for, if I do not, 
) m think- him ;\ beall. 

Su , and a thoufand Qlore, are the: follies ;"U)d 

ext ra\'agancies, which \'.lniry draws people ioro, and 
which al ways defeat thei r own purpo[c: and, as 
' ''aller fays upon another fubjcCl , 

• l\hke tlte wret ch lilc lllOli dcrpi,;'cl , l 
\ VI,crc moa he wi lhes to be IJrit.'d. ~ 

'The only Jure way of avoiding thefe evils. i.5 nenr 

to fpeak ofyourfe lfat all. BII! whell, hiitoricwly, 
you are obl iged to mention )'ourf('lt~ take care noc 
to drop one 1ingle word, that can dirceUy or indi­
reB-ly be con/hued as hihing fur applaufc. Be your 
dlaraeter what,.w..; }~it will .be known; and nobody 
will ta~ it' upon ),ou\ own word. Ne\'cr imagine 
that any thing you can flf yourfe1fwill \l!lr.o.ifh )'our 
defeCts, or add lufire 10 ),o,ur perfeCtions; but, on 
the contruy, it m:l},. and nine times in ten will , 
make the former marc glaring, alld the latter obfcure# 
]f yo u are (Llent·upon YOllr olVn fubjeCl:, ne ither envy, 
indig;ation, /lC{ ridicule, will obfrruCt: or aUay the 
applaufe which, yO'k may really defen 'e ; but if you 

, publifil your own p:l.ncgyric upon any occafion, or 
many (bape wh:ltfoc\'c r, and however artfully drem d 
or difguifed, they .will all coufpire againfi: you , and 
you will be difappointcd of rhe vcry end' r~ a.i.m at. 

:rake care ne\'er to fcern dark and 'P'y~ious ; 

otvhich is not only a very unamia~lc character" but 

• 
a ,cry 
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a ve ry Curpiciou~ ooe t~: if ),ou [eem myfteriow 
with orne.rs, they will be really fo with YOll, and 
you will know nothing. The height of abilities is, 
to' h:LVe 'Vollo f dolto , and pen fieri finU;; that is,. a. , 
frank, open, a.nd ingenuous exterior, with a 2 ru-
dent and referved interior,; to be upon your own 
guard, and yet, by a [eeming natural opennefs, to 
put people off theirs . D epend upon it, nine in ten 
of every cc;>mpany you are in will <1 \'<1i1 themfel \,cs 
of c\'ery indifcreet and unguarded expreffion of 
yours, jf they can turn it to thei r own advantage. 
A prudent r;ferve is therefore as ne~emuy, as a 
(eeming opcnnefs is prudent. Always look people 
in the face when you {peak to them: the not doing 
it is thought to imply cun Cc ious guilt ; befides that 
you lofe the: ad\'antage of obferving by their coun­

~enanccs what imprefiion you r'pj.~'J.I[e makes upDn 
them. in order to know g:-oplc's real fcntimenu, 

I I iruft much more to my {;res than to my ears; for 
they can fay whatever t.hey have a mind I ihould 

t hear; but they can feldom help looking_ ~'hat they 
\ ha,,-e no intention that I ihould kno;:-

Neitlter retail nor receive fcaudal · willingly; for, 
though the defamation of others may/ for the p~efent, 
gratify the malignity of the prida' of our hearts, cool 

TcfleCl:-ion wilf draw very difad,'anrageous conc1ufions 
from fuch a difpoiition ; and in dIe c;afe of fcan dal, 
as in I.h:lt or robbery, the receiver is always -thought 

3' b3~ ~Ihc thief. 
j Mi.l;)}&',ty, which is the common and fa\'omite 

arnufcment of Ii tIe, low minds, lS In the Ulmoft . -
contcp1pt 
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conrempr with great ones: It is the lowetl: and mod: 
illiberal of all buffoonery, Pra.y neither praAife it 
yourfelf, oor :lpplaud it in others. Bcfides that the 

~ 
•. rfon mimicked is infulwl; and, as 1 have often 
ob. rved to you before, an infult i, ne\'er forgil't~n, 

I eed not ([ be1ie\'el ad\'ife you to adapt your 
converf.1.tion to the people you arc convcrfi ng with: 
fo r I fuppofe you would not, wilham this caution, 
havc talked upon the fame fubjeCt, and in the fame 
manner, to a M imfter of State, a Bifhop, a Philo­
fopher, a Caprain, and a ,",V oman . A mm of the 
world muft ... like the Cameleon, be able to take e\'cry 
different hue; which is by no means a criminal or " 
abjeCt , but a necefiary complaifance, for it relatel 
only to Manner<;, nor to M orals. 

One word only, as to fwearing; and that, I hope 
:lOd believe, '<; e than is neccffary. You may 
Jomerimt's hear fame caple , in good comp:tny,+inter­
lard their difcourfe wit~ (hlths, ~y W:ly of embelliih­
mcnt, as they think; bu.t you muft obfervc, toO, 
~hllt [hofe who do [0 are never thofe who tontri­
bure, in any degree, to g ive that company tbe de­
nomination of good company, They are p.lways 
fubalterns, of\ people of low education; for that 
practice, befide~that it has no one temptati.on to 
plead, is as filly, and as illiberal, ' a·s it is wicked. 

Loud laughter is the mirth of the mob" wbo nre 
.only pleafed with fiUy things i fo~ true wit or good 
fenfe never c}:citcd .:l laugb, flDce the cf£jti,g,n of the . 
• vorld. A man of parts and faJhion ~re onl y 

I • 
• feen to [mile, but .. ver heard tp laugh. , 

But, • , 
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But, to conclude this long Jetter j ah the above­

menti&ed rule$, however carefully you may obferve 
them, will lofe half their effeCl:, if, unaccompanied 
by the Graces. Whatever you fay I if you fay :t 
with a fupercilious, Cynical lace, dr an embarrafYed 
countenance, or a filly, d if,oncerted grin, will I.,c ill 
received. If, into the bargain, you muller ii, or uller 

it indijlinttf)', and ungraufuily , it will be fti11 worre re­
ceived. ]f your air and addrc(s are vulgar, ·awk­
ward, and gauche, you may be efreemcd indeed, if 
you ha.ve great imrinftc merit j but you will never 
pleafe: and, without pJeafing, you w~J rife but 
heavily. Venus; ll1110ng the Antiems, was fyno­
nymollS with the Graces, who were always fuppofed 
to accompany her: and Horace tells us, that even 
Youth and Mercury, the God 'of Arts and Elo­
quence, wonld not do without ~_ . . 

- 1'3rum comi, fine Uft.JUt'nlltu 

~ ( ~r:JlriufiJ~e. 

'rhey arc not inexorable Ladies, and may be had 
if properly and diligendy purfucd. • 

Adieu. 

I 

, 

--"' ,- •• • \ LETTER . 
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.. . Bath, October the 29th, O.S. 1748. ! 

J',lfA R BoY, 

My anxiety for your (u:ce[s increafes;-in propor.tton 
as rhe time ipproache3 -bf your taking your part upttn 
the great frage of the world. The audience will 
form thei r opinion of you upon your firft appearance · 
(making tbe proper allowance for your inexperience); 
and fo far i. will be final, that~ though it may vary 
as to the degree!t, it will never torally change. This 
confideratiun ext"ites that rcftlefs atten'cion, with 
which I am conftantly examining how I can heft 
contribute to the perfcCl:ion of that char:1"cter-;. in 
'''hich the JeaiJ r blcmifh would gi,'e me inore 
real concern', than 1 a now c~pable of feeling upon 
any other account wha · l cn~r. 

I have long /inee done ~entiorting your great Re .. 
iigious and Moral dunes ; becauCe J.eould not make 
your underftaI1ding Co bad a compliment, as to fup­
paCe that you wanted , oreould receive, any new in­
ftr'uCl:ions upon thofe two important point!. Mr. 
Harte, I am Curc; ~has r10t negJeCl'ed them; befidcs, • 
they are fa obvious to common fenfe and reafo~, that · 
commentators may (as they often do) perplex, but 
cannot make them clearer. Myprovince, therefore, 
is to fupply, by my experience, yo'!:r ljtbMto in­
tvttable inexperience in the wais oj.Q;r.t;fo~ Peo.­
ple at your age are i;, a. ftate of llawral ebriety.; and 

¥.OL. lI. I( want 
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want r.ails, andgardifou!, wherever they go, to liin- . 
der them from breaking their ne:cks. This drunken­
nefs o(youth is not only tolerated, but even 'pleafes, 
if kept within certain bounds of difcrction and c.~­
ceney. Thofe bounds are the point, which it i~dif­
lieult for the drunken mall himfelf to find out; and 
there it is, that the experience of .l fr iend may not only' 
ferve, but (a\'e 11im. 

Carry with YOll, and welcome, into company, all 
the g".1iety and fpiri ts, bu t as little of the giddinefs, 
of youth as you can. T he former will charm; bu 1 
the lauer will often , though innocentlyl. implacabl ~ 

,ofi~nd. Inform .yo'.lrfeif of the charaCt.ers and fitua­
tions of the company, before you give way to wha.t ) 
your imagination may prompt you to fay. There 
are, in all companies, more wrong heads than right 
ones, and many more who def.H...~ ... than who like , . 
cenfure. Should you therefol~ expatiate in the praire 
of fame virtue, which fom! in company notorioufiy 
want; or declaim againft any ,-icc, which others are . . 
notoriou:l1y infetled wirh; your reflections, hO\ve,'er 
general and unapplied, will, b_y bei..'g appiicable, 
be thought perfonal, and levelled at thofe people. 
This confideration points out to you fufficiently, not 
to be fufp icious and captious yaut'felf, nar to fuppofe 
t~lat thing"J b-ecaufe they' may, are therefore meant 
at you. The manners of well-bred people fccure 
one from thofe indirect: and mean attacks; but if, by 

chan~~ flipp'ant wo~an, ~r .a pert. coxcomb, lets ... 
off anr-tm\'t)}~'that kmd, It is much better not to . . 
fcem ,to underftan..d, than to reply to It. Q 

Cautiollfiy 
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. Cauhonfly avoid ~lking of eitller your own or 
, other ~ople's domeflic affairs. Yours are nothing 
(? them, but tedious; thei rs are nothi ng to you. 
The fubje8 is a tender one; and it is odds but you 
tOUdl fame body or other's fore place : {or, in this 
cafe," there is no ttulling· to fpecious appearances ; 
which may be, and oftcn arc, [0 contrary to the l;,eal 
fitu:ltiC)Il of things, bet\veen men :md their wi"'es, 
parents and their children, feeming friends, &e. 
that, with die beft in tentions in the world. one often 
blunders difagreeably. 

R emembu, that the wit, humour, and jokes, of 
moil mixed companies are local. T hey thrive in 
that particular foil, bu t will not often bear t ranf­
phi n'ting. E,'ery comp:my is differently circum~ 
ftanced, has its particular can t and jargon; whicb 

may give ~caf~t and mirth within that cir~.1e , 
but would feem ~at a"e infipid in :my othef, o.nd 
therefore will not beat rcpeat1.t1g. Nothing makes a 
man look filJier, than a p1cafantry, not rdiChed or 
ndt underftood.; and if he meets with a profound 
filence, when Ile expeCled a general applaufe, or, 

what is worfe, if he is defired to explain the bon mol, 
his aukward and embltrraffed fituation is mOire e~fi ly 
imagined than defcribed. A propol .of repeating :. 
take great care nenT to repeat (I do not meart here 
the pleafantries) in one company what you hear in 
another. TMngs, Teemingly indifferent, may, by 
circulatiot:J , ha" e much graver co~~u!/ndr tllan 
yd'U would imagine!. Befides, tl rsr; general 

facit tfuff in s;:onverfatipn, by wliiC'h a man is oWiged , 
• K. Dot 
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not to report any tbing out of it; though he is not im­
mediatc.1y enjoi.ned [ecrecy. A retailer of this kind is 
{ure to draw himfelf into a rhou{g.nd fnapes ~nd dif ... 
cuffions, and to be !hit)' a.nd uncomfortably re'ceiv-:.d,_ 
wherever he goes. 

You will fi nd, in moft good comp:tny, fome peo­
ple, who only keep their pl:u:e there by a contempti­
ble title enough ;. thefe are what we call 'Very good-
1faluredj ellowJ, and the French, bom diabJeJ. T he 
truth is, thc:y are people wit hout any parts or fancy, 
and who, . having no will of their own, readilyalf'ent 

_ t'?t, co~u.!....E!., ~d applaud, whatever is ~ f; id or 
done in the company; :md adopt, with the fame 
alacrity, the maft virtuous or the moft criminal, the 
wifeft or the fillieft fcherne, ' that happens to be ew­
rertained by the majority en the company. Thi~ 

Iooliih, and often criminal corr:pi ;,~,;r:mce~ flows from 
,. foolifb caufe, the want of ~y other merit. ] hope 
you will hold your place t o company oy a noble 
tenure, and that you wiJl hold it (you Gan bear a. 
quibble, ~ believe, yet) in copill . . Have a wilLand 
an opinion of your own, and adhere to'them fteadily; 
but then do it with good-humour, good-breeding, 
and (if you have it) with urbanity; for you have not 
yet beard enough eithe r to preach or cenfon:. 

All other ~inds of complaifance are not only blame­
leu, but necelfary in good company. Not to feern 
to perceive the 1ittJe weakneffes, and the idle but in­
Doee!)\; ~cta{ions of the company, but even to flatter 
them,' in '* teli'._:" manner, is · not only very allow­
able, but, in tiut..\ • fort of polite duty. They will 

b. 
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. be plettfed with you, if you do; and will 'certainly 

not be rtformed by you, jf you dg not. For i'nftance; 
'au will find in e\"ery groupe of comp.my, two prin­

cip.al figures, 'Viz" the fioe Lady and the fine Gentle... 
lOan; who 'abfolutely give the law of Wit, Lan· 
guag~, Fa{bion, and Taite, to thC'. reft of that f~ 
ciety. There is always a ftria, and often, for the 
time being, a tender alliance between thefe two 

f1'gures, The lady looks upon her empire as founded i. 
upon the divine right of Beauty (and. full as good 
·a divine right it is, as'any King, Emperor, or Pope, 
can pretend-to) i file requires, and commonly meets 
with, unlimited paffive obedience. And why ihould 
ihe ,not meet with it? H er demands go no higher 
than to have her unquftioned pre-emineece in 
Beauty, Wit, and Falhion, firmly efhbl ifhed. Few . .- . 
Sovereigns lbY-1:ne ~y) are fa reafonable, Th~ 
nne GentlemlJl's daim\of right are, mulalis milIa,,· 

dir, the fame; and though. indeed. he is not at· 
ways a Wit dt jure, yet, as he is the Wit tit f aflfJ 
of that com~ny , be is enti tled to a (hare of your, 
allegiance; and every body exped:s at leaft as much. 
as they are ent itled' to, if not fomething more. 
Prudence bids yuu make YDur court to thefe joint 
So\'ereigl)s j and DO duty, that I koowof, forbids 
it. R ebellion here is exceedingly dangerous, and 
inevitably' punifhe~ by bani!broeot, and immediate 
forfei ture of all your wit, manners, raile, and faih .. 
ion: as, on the other h:md, a che~::f\l I:. omiffioD~ 
,Slot withoQt forne flattery, is fure f1; ' pr cur~~ you a 
ftJ'.Qng ,ecommeociation.J and mOil efi'eCtttal palS,' 

; JC 3 throughuut 
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throughQut aU their, and prob:lbly the Deighbourin~ 
dominions. W ith a moder~ te !hare of fagaci ty, 
you will, before you have txen h:llf an hour in thei r. 
company, eafily 'difcover thefe tWO principal figurd .· 
both by the def<; rence which you will 'obferve the 
whole company pay them; and by that eary, care­
ltfs, ~nd ferene .lir, which thei r confciourn~fs of 
power gives thrm. As in this cafe, fo in all others, 
aim .l1ways at the high eft , get al wap infO the 
h igheft company, and .:1dd r~fs your feJf parti!;ularly 
to the l}igheA: in it. T he fea rch after the unattain­
able philofopher's ftone has occafioned Q thoufand 
'4fefi.ll difcoveries, which Qtherwife would qever 
ha\'e be~ n made. 

-

W hat t he French juft ly call It; manierts nah/~1 

are only to be acquired in the very bell. companies. 
They-are the di O::ingu ifhing c)lari&erifti cs of men 
of faThion: people of low ..kducatio!1 never w~ar 
them fo clofe, but that fame _part or other of the 
original vulgarifm appears. Les m'7mitres nobles 
cgually fo rb id jnfolent contempf, or low em·yanq 
j~alol!fYl Low people, in good cir.cumflances, fine 
clothes, and equip~ges, will ipfolentl y {how con"! 
tempt for all thofe who cannot affoJ:"d as fine ~lothe5 , 

as gopd J:!.n eq,Pipage , ~ nd w~o ~a .... e flo t (as their 
term is) as much money in their pockets ; on the 
other hand, they are gnawed V' ith envy, and can­
not help t1i fcovering it, of thofe who · furpafs them 
in any· 'of 'heI.c.. articles j which are far from bei.ng 
fure crlteri ns ~f·meri[. T hey <lrc, likewife, je1-. 
lpus of q~il1g fligkt~d i ariq cqnfequc!1t1y f~fpicio\}s ';' 

AA<\ 
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ipd captious : they are eager and hot about trifles; 
becaufe. trifles w~re, at firi, their affairs of ,onie. 

~uenc.e. L eI flJa1lirr,s nobles implyexatl:ly the rt:· 
verfe of -all thi s, Study them .early; you canna.' 
J;Ilake them 'too habitual and fa.tt).iliar to you, 

J uft as I had written what goes ~efore, I reet:h'ed 
your letter of the 24th, N. S. but I have not received 
t;hat which you mention from Mr. Harte. Yours is 
of the kind that ] ddire; for I want to fee your 
pri\·:ltC picture, drawn by yourfc1f, at differen.t fit­
tings : for though, as it is drawn by YO}JI'felf, 1 pre_ 
fume you will take the moft advantageous likenefs; 
yet l think I have {kill enough in that kind of 
painting to difcover the true features, though eyer 
fo artfully coloured, or thrown into lkilful lights 
jlnd fuades . 
. By your ~ccounCor, the Germiln Play, which I do 

not know whether I fho~d call Tragedy or Comedy, 
the only !hining part of it (1ince I am in a way of 
quibbling) fcerns to have been the Fox's 'fail, I 
pre fume, too, that the play has had the f~ fate 
with the Squib, and has gone off no more. Ire ... 
member a fquib much better applied, when it WaJ 
made the device of the colours of a French regi­
lucnt of grenadiers ; it wa:s reprefcQted burfting, 
widl this motto under it : Peream dum luceQ",_ 

I like the" defcription of your Ric-me, where, t 
take it for granted., that your cards are oruy to 
break the formali'ty of a circle, and y~ut Sfmpofi", 
jnlellded more to promote converfation ~ d,rink .. 

K4· . '~ 

• 
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jog. Such an amicable c(Jl/ij,Oll , as Lord Shafle lbury 
very prettily call~ it, rubs off and fmoatm thofe 
rough corners, which mere Nature has g iven to th9 
fmootheft of us. I hope fome part, ~t leaft, of the 
converfation is in Germln. 4 ~"PfU; tel1 me, do 
you fpeak that langyage c~rreel y) and do you write 
it with eafe? I have no doubt of your maftering 
the other modern languages, which are much eafier, 
and occur much oftener; for which reafon, ] defire 

you will apply moft di ligently to German, while you 
are in Germany, that you may fpeaJ-. aQ~ write that 

' 1anguage mofr cQrreClly. 
I expeCt tq met:t Mr .. Eliot in London, in about 

three week§; after which you will foon fe~ hi~ a~ 

Lei~fi~. Adieu. 

• - ' fl 
I 
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LET T E R CLXVIU. . .. 

London, ~qv~mbef the 18th, 9. S. 1748. 

DEAlt ·Boy, . ( . -
W HA[,EVt:R I fee, 9C whatev..tr I hear, my, 
fir O: cQ.Q1id ~ration is wheth~r it can! in any way, be 
ufcfu l to you. As a prqof of this , 1 went ilfcip.cnt-; 
Illy the. other day ir.to a prjnFfilop; w~('re, amo~g 
man>; t)thers, . ... 1 found one print from a f3.!D0uS de, 
iign of C@11o Maratti, )Vho ~i,d about tl\irty yeirl 
.0,; .and was ~e.l~ft ~ine !lt paint~r ~n Europe : 

. ,lbe 
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the f ubjetl: is if Studio dtl Diftgno J ot, the SChool ot 
Drawipg. An old man, fuppofed to be the Malter, 
points to his Scholars , who are viJrioufly empk.lyed 
in PerfpeCl ive, Geo:netry, and the ahren-arion of 
the fra tues' of Antiqility. With regard to Perf pec­

t ive. of which ther/! arc fame little fpecimen s: 'be 
has wrote, Tanio ,ht bajJi, that is, As nJJlcb as ;s ful­
fie ·tnt; with regard to Geometry, cranto ,bt baft; 

again ; with regard to contemplation of t.he antient 
~acues, tl)ere is written, Non mni a bt!/Janza; nerf 
,nroer can be enough. But, in the clouds, at top of 
PIe piece~ are rJ!prefented the three Graces; witb 
this juft fentence written over them, Sefl%a Jj 11'; 

s ogni faljea e 'lJona i that is, Witbout tiS, all Jobour is 
, Nain. ·This, every body ;lIows to be true in paint­

ing; but all people do not confider, as ,I hope you 
"1NilI, that . this truth is fun as applicable to every 
other art or fcicnce ; indeed , to every thing that is 
to be [aid or done_ l' will fend ymdhe print itfelf 
by Mr. Eliot, when he returns i and I will ad,·ife 
you to make the fame ufe of it that the Roman Ca .. 
tholics fay 'tpey do of the pillUTes :md images of 
their faints; w~lich is, qnly to remind them of 
thore ; for th~ adoriltion they difclaim. Nay, I 
will go farther~ and, as the tr~nfitV;ln from Popery 
to Paganif~ is ihoft a.qd ~afy, I will clafficaUyand 
poetically advife you to invoke, and , facrifice to 
them every d3.Y, and all th~ day. It muft be owned, 
that the Graces do not (eem to be nat!,'es of Great 

, ·Britain; and, I doubt, the beft.Qf -As here, have 
more 'of t~e rough than tile" poli!hed diamond. 

\ Since 
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Since Rtrbarifln {lrove them out M Greece and 
Rome, they fee.m to .have uken r fuge in France, 
where their temples are nll~rous, and their war ... 
ihip the eftablifhed one. Examine yourfelf feri,.. 
9Ufly, why filch and fuch peopl~ pleafe and engag~ 
you more than fucb and fu,h others, of equal me,.. 
rit j ~nd you. will always find, that it js becaufe the 
(QfIl1er haye the Graces, and the latter not. I have­
lnow~ many a woman, with all exaCt ihape, and 
a fymmetrical affemblage of beautiful features, pleafe 
nobody; whil~ others, wi.th very moderate fhapcs 
and fca.tures, have .charmed every bod}'", "\-Vhy? 
becapfe Venus wiH not cJlarm [0 much, without her 
~lendaDt Grac.es , as they will .with.put her. Among 
meD, how often have I feen the moil fol id merit and , . 
inqwledge negleCted, unwelcome. or even rejeCled, 
for w~ of tl~em! While flim(y parts. lirtle know-
1c:dge, and lefs merit, introduced by the Graces, have 
been received, chcl"ifhed, and !dmired. Even ,,-irtue, 
which is moral beauty, wa!,1ts fome gf its char IDS) if 
unaccompanied by them. 

If you :lIk. me how you {ball acquire what neither 
you nor I can define or p.fcertain; I can only anfwer, 
Byoh[crvolion. Form your [elf, with regard. to others,. 
lIpon what yOlj. f~el pleafes you in them. 1 can teU 
you the impon:lOcc.} th~ advantage, of haying the 
Graces ; but 1 C:lonot gi\'C: th~m you: I heartily 
.ith I could, and I cerninJy ~ould, for l ·do not 

lnow a better prefent that I could make you. To 
fhow you th~,t · a, very wife, philo[ophical, 'l.Od re.,~ 

lir~d map t\links ,upon th;!t fubject as I <\p, w)lp 
lliv; 
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kave always li"ed in the world, J fend you, by Mr. 
Eliot, th~ famous Mr. Locke's book upon Educa. 

, ~on; in which you will find the firefs that he lays 
upon the Graces, which he cans (and \'ery truly) 
Good-breeding. 1 have marked all tire parts of that 
book, which are worth. your attention; for, -as he 
begins with the child , almoft from its birth, the 
parts relative to its infancy ,""auld be ufelefs to you. -
Germany is, fiilliers than England, the feat of the 
Graces ; however,' you had as good not fay fo while· 
yOl~ are there. But the place which you are going 
to, in a gseat degree, is; for I have known as ~y 
well-bred, pretty men cQmc from Turin, aIJ from 
any part of Europe. The lale King Viaor Amedee 
tOOk great pains to form fuch of his fubjeCts as were 
of any caI}fideration, bbth to bufinefs and manners; 

ihe prefent. ~ing, I am told, follows his example: 
this, however, is cerrain, that in all Courts and 
Congreffes , where there are variou<; foreign. Minif­
ters, thofe of the King of.Sardinia are generally the 
~bleftJ the politefi, and /tJ plus dl/its. You will 
therefore, a( Turin, have very good models to form 
yourfe!f upon; and relIlember 1 that with regard. to 
the beft models, as well ~ to the antique Greek 
ftatues in the print, n~n mni 4 bafifjnza. Obferve 
€vcry word, look, and motion., of thofc'who arc at· 
lowed tQ be the moil: a~cQmpli(bed perrons clIere. 
Obferve tbeir natural and carelefs, but gented air; 
their unembarratfed good-breeding ; their unaffu ... 

• 1 tning, but yet ubproftituted digpity: • Min~ their 
de~eQ[ mirth,l- their difcreet [,anknefs, and that 

I"lflgtlll, 
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ntuz",t, which, as muc!t above the frivolous as 
below the important and the feeret, is the plopt r. 
medium for converfation in mixe~ companies. I 
will obfen'e, by the bye, that the talent of t1ht light 
n"egent is often of great ufe to a foreign Minifter ; 
not only as it helps him to· domefticate himfelf in 
many families , but alfo as it enables him to put by 
a.a.d parry fome fubjeCts of converfation, which 
111ight poffibly lay him under difficulti(:s both what 

~to fay, and how to look. 
Of all the mcn that ever I knew in my life (and 

I kne,v him extremely well) ' the late Duk of Marl ... 
borough poffeJfed. the Graces in the higheft degree, 
not to fay engroffed thcm; .and indeed , he gOt the 
molt by them; for r will venture (cont rary to the: 
cufiom of profound hiftorians, who always affign 
deep caufes for great e ... ents) to afcribe the better. 
half of the D uke of Marlborough's greatncfs ancJ 
riches to thofe Gmces. He \~as eminently illiterate; 
wtote bad Englifh, and fp£lled it frill worre. H e,had 
no fhare of what is commonly called Porls i that is, 
he liad no brightnrfs, nothing :fhining ril his genius, 

He had, moft undoubtedly, an excellent good pliin 
llndcrftanding, with found judgement. But thefe, 
alone, would pt;o1?ably have raifed him but fome .. 
thing higher than they found ..him; which was Page 
to King James the Second's Queen. There ~he 
Graces proteClea and promoted him j for, while he 
was an Enfign 9f. the Guards, the butchers of Cleve­
land, then f~ourjte mif1;refs to King Charles the TTd; 

II",,*- ~Y thofe very Graces, gave him five tboufand 
.,. pound,. 
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\ pounds ; with which he immediately bought an an­

nuity, for his life, of five lrund red pounds a year, 
... of my' grandfather, H alifax; which was the fOUD'" 

dation of his fubfequent fortune. H is figure was 
beautiful; but his manner was irrefifiible, by either 
man or woman. It wa,'i by this engaging, graceful 
manner, that he was enabled, during all his war, to 
t;:onne8: the variolls and jarring Powers of the Grand 
Alliance, and to calry them on to the mai n objed. 
of the war, notwithfrand ing their private and fepa­
rate views, j taloufies , and wrongheariedncffes. What­
ever Cour~ he went to (and he was often obliged to 
go himfelf to fame refly and refraCtory ones) he as 
confiantly ·pre\'ailed, and brought them into liil 
meafures. The Penfionary Hein fi us, a venerable 
old Minifter, g.rown grey in bufinefs, and who had 

"governed the R apublic of the United Provinces fot;' 
mOl'e than'forty years, was abfolutely governed by 
the Duke of M arlborough, as th:lt Republic fuels to 

this day. He was always cpol ; and nobody ever ob­
fen'ed the leaft v:l rial ion in his countenance : he 
could refuk more gr:lcefuUy than other people 
could gran t ;: and thoro who wen t away from him 
moll: di1fatis.ficd, as to fhe fubftance of their bufinefs, 
were yet perfonally charmed wilh him, 3nd in 
fame degree comforted by his mannc~. With all bis 
gentlenefi and gracefulnefs, no man living was moce 
confcious of his fitu:u ion, nor maintained his rlignity 
better • 
• With the fhare of knowledge wh ich ~you have al. 

, rcllody gotten) and with tlle mllch greater which I 
, . 1101'" 

• 
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hope you wili foon acquire, wha. may yOu Not ~X' ... 
peCl ro arri\,c at, if you join all thefe. graces to' it 1 
In your deftination particularly, they arc, in' truthJ 

half your bufinefs; for, if you can once gain the 
affeCtions, as well as the efteem of the Prince or 
Minifrer of the Court to which you are fent, I will 
anfwe r for it, that will effeCtually do the bufinefs of 
the Court that fent you; otherwife it is up-hill work. 

~'Do not miftake, and think that thefe graces , ~hich 
I fa often and fa earneftly recommend to you, 
1hould only 'accompany important t ranfaClions, and 
be worn only les joun de gala : no; they. {bould, jf 

pomble, accompo.ny every the leaft thing that you 
do or fay; for, if you negletl: them in little things, 

". they will leave you in great ones. I iliould, for 
inftance, be extremely concerned to fee you even 
drink a cup of coffee ungracefully, and flop yourfeU 
Witll it, by your awkward manner of holding it; nor 
fhould I like to fee your coat buttoned, or your 
fuoes buckled, awry. Bl,lt I fhould be outrageous, 
if I heard you mutter your words unintt;.lbgibly, ftam:. 
mer in your freech, or hefitate , mifplab:, and mif· 
take in your narrations : and I ihould run away. 
from YOll, with greater rapidity, if peffible, than I 
ihould now fliP to embrace you, if I found.. ·you 
deftitute of all thofe graces, which r have ret mT 
heart upon tlleir making you, one day, om"ibus 
(Jffll1tum ell'al/ere rclJliJ • . 

The fubjeCl: is inexhauftible, as it extends to every 
thing that is(to oe faid or done; but I will leave it 
for the {'tefent, as VU' Jener i. already pretty long. \ 

". Su~b 
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Such is my defire , my anxiety for your perfeCtion, 
that I never think I have r~id enough, though you 
may pofiibly thin k I have [aid too much; and though:. 
in t ruth, if your own good renfe is not fufficic:n t to' 

direCt you, in many of thefe plain points, all that ( 
cr any body elfe can fa): will be infufficicQt. , But 
where you are concerned, I am the infatiable Maa 
in H orace, who covets fiill a li ttlc corner more, to 
complete the figure of hi s field. I dread every little 't 
corner that may deform mine, in which I wourd have 
(if pofiible) no one defect . 

I this moment rece ived yours of the l i th , N. S. 
and cannot condole with you upon the feeeffion of 

,your German ummunf(/ux ; who, both by your and 
Mr. H arte's defcriplion, feem to be des gem d't(fle 

~imab/e abftnce; and, if you can replace them by 
~ny other German comerfation , you will be a gainer 
by the bargain, J c~nnot conceive, if you under­
.ftand G erman well enough to read any German book, 
how the writing of the German chara8'er c:m be (0 
d ifficult and tedious to YOll, the twenty-four letters 
being very ~on learned; and I do not: expect that 
you 1hould write yet with the utmon purity and cor_ 
reCtnefs, as to the language j what I meant by your 
",,'riting once a fortnight to Gre,re nk~p, was only to 
make the written charaCter f.uniJiar to you. How­
ever, I will be conte nt with one in three weeks or fa. 

I ·believe you are not likely to fee Mr. Eliotagain 
foon, he being frill in Cornwall with his futber; 
,ho, I hear, is not likely to reco,·e~. Adieu. 

LETTER 

• 
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LET. T E R C~X. 

London, Nm'ember the 2-9th, O. S. 1748 •. 

DEAR BoY, 

I DELAYED wriling to YO ll, till i conld gi,'c you 
fame account of the motions of your friend Mr. 
Eliot; for whom 1 know you have, and very juftly, 
the moft friendly concc:rn . His father !lnd he came 
to town 'together, in a poft-chaife, a fo~tn ight ago, 

.tbe reft of the family remaining in CornwaU. His 
father with difficulty furvi,"ed the journey, and died 
laft Saturday wu fevennight. Both conct:rJl and 
decency confined your friend, till two days ago, 
when I faw him: he has determIned, and I t hink. 

"ery prudently, ~o ' go abroad again; but how foon, 
;t is yet impoflible for him to know ; as he muit 
pecelfarily put his own p.riYare affairs in fame order 
firft: but I conjeCture he may poffibly. join you :l.t 
Turin ; fooner , to be fure, not. I a...~ \'s:ry forry 
that you are likely to be fa long without the company 
and the example of fo yaluable ;l friend; and there .. 
fore I hope that you will, make it up to yourfelf, :].!I 

well as you can at this diftance, by remembering 
and following.-his example. Imitate that application 
of his, whfch has made him know all thoroughly,­
and to the bottom. He does not content himfelf 

with ~e fUfface of knowledge; but works inmiUS-

, 

) 
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Pope fays, ~ine for it, knowing that it lies deep. r very tru1YJ in his Effay upon Crlticiun ; 
, A little It:arning is a dangcrow thing; 

Drink deep, or talle not til e Pierian fpri ng. 

I fhaU fend you by a !hip that goes to H4mburgh 
next week (and by which J-Iawk ins fends Mr. Harte 

fome things that he wrote for) all (hofe which J pro­
pofed fending you by Mr. Eliot; together with a 
very. little box, that J am defired to forward to Mr. 
Harte. There will be likewife two letters of rceam. 
mendatiOll for you to Monficu r Andric, and Comte 
Algarotti, at Berlin , which you will take care to 
deliver to them, as foon as you !hall be rigged and 
fitted out to appear there. TheywiU introduce YOtt 
into the beft company; and I depend upon your 
0\\'1\ good (en fe, for your avoiding of bad. - ]f you 
faH into bad and low company there, or any where 
elfe, you will be irrecoverably loft; whereas, if you 
keep good company, and company above yourfclf, 
your character and good fo~ne will be immoveably 
fixed. 

I have ~ime, to-day, upon account of the 
meeting of the Parliament, to make this letter of the 
ufual length; and, indeed, after the volumes that I 
have written ~to you, all r can add muil. be unneccf­
.fary. However, I {hall probably, ex abundanti, re­
turn foon to my former prolixity; and you will 're-
ceive more and more laft wordi from Yours: ., 
" 

, 

< VOL. II. L 
I 
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LETTER CLXX. 

London, 

DEAR BoY, 

D ecember the 6th, O. S. 1748. 

• 
I AM at prefent under very great conccrn for the 

Jofs of a moll. affeCtionate brother, with whom I 
had alwaY5 li ved in the dofeft friendfhip. l\1y bro· 
ther J ohn died laft Friday night, of a fit of the gout, 
which he had" had for about a month in hi s hands 

and ft:'er, and which fell at laft ~n his. fiomach and 
head. As he gre"w, towards the laft, lerhargic , his 
end was not painful to himfclf. At the diftance 
which you are from hence, you need not go inro 
mourning upon this oecafion, as the time of your 

mourning would be near O\"er, befort: you could put 
it on. 

By a ibip which fails this week for H amburgh, 1 
ihall fend you thofe things which I propofed to ha\'e 
fent you by Mr. Eliot, 'tJiz. a jjttle box. from your 
Mamma; a lefs box for Mr. Harte ; MP. ~QCke's book. 
upon Education; the print of Carlo l\IJaratti, which] 
mentioned to you fame time ago; and two letters of 

• recommend<j.tion, onc to Monfieur Andrie, and the 
: other to Comte" Algarotti, at .Berli n . . Both thofe 
gentlemen will, I.am [ure, be as wining as they are 
able to introduce you;nto the heft company; and 

I ho~ y'!u will not (as many of your countrymen 
are apt to qa) decl ine it. It is in the heft comp .. .nies 
only, that 'ou tan learn the heft manners, and t at 

• tournure, 
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~ tournure, anq thore graces, which I have fo often 

recommended to you, as the neceifary means of 
making a figure in the world. 

J am moil: extremeLy plcafed with the account 
which Mr. Harte gives me of your prngrefs in Greek, 
and of yOW' halTing read- H efiod, almoft criticaUy. 

Upon this [ubject I fuggeft but one thing to you, of 
many that I might fuggefi:; which i ,~) that you have 
now gOt over the difficulties of that language, and 
therefore it would be unpardonable not to perfc\'ere 
to your journey's end, now th:a all the Teft of your 
way is do"Xn-hill. 

J am a}fo very well pleafed to hear that you have 
[ueh a knowledge of, and tafte for, curious books, 
and [caTee and ,-aluablc traCts. This is a kind of 
knowledge which \'ery well becomes a man of found 

·and folid learning, but which only expofes :l man of 
flight and 'fuperficial reading; therefore, pray make 
the fubfi.::mce and matter of {uch books your firfi ob­
jef.t, and their title-pages, indexes, letter, and bmd­
lng, but your fecond. It is the charaCl:eri ftic of a 
man of..pa.re, and goodjudgmem, to know, and give 
that degree of attention that each obje8: deferves. 
,\Vhereas little minds miftake little objeCts' for great 
ones, and lavifh away upon the formtr that t ime and 
attention wllich only the latte r deferve. To fuclL 
rniftakcs we owe the numero'us' and frivolous tl'ibe 
of infe8-mon~ers, ihell-mongers, and purfuers and 
driers ofbup-erfiies, &,. The {trong mind diftin-

~uiJhes, not only between ,the ufcf41 and the ufelefs, 
but likewife between the ufeful and the curiou._,. He 

L ~ applies 
• 
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applies . himfelf intcnfely to the former j he only 
amufes himfelf with the latter. Of this little fort of 
knowledge, which I have juft. hinted at, you wi'l l find 
at leaft as much as you need wiib to know, in a fu­
perficial but pretty French book, intided Spetladede 
fa Na/lire j which will amuf~ you while you read. it, 
and give you a fufficient notion of rhe various parts 
of N:lture: r would advife you to read it, at leifure 
hours. But that part of Nature, which Mr. Harte 
tells me you have begun to fiudy with the Renor 
magn!ficus, is or much greater importance, and de­
rerYes much more attention; I mean, A.fironomy. 
The vail: and immenfe planetary fyfiem, the afto­
niibing order and regularity of thore innumerable 
worlds, will open a feene to you, which not only 
deferves your attention as a matter of curiofHy, or 
rather aftonifbment; but frill more, no; it will give' 
yay. greater, amI eonfequently jufter ideas of that 
eternal and omnipotent Being, who contrived, made, 
and frill preferves that univerfe, than all the con­
templation of th is, comparatively, very lirtle orb, 
which we at prefent inhabit, could poilib:rgive you. 
Upon tllis fubjeCl , Monfieur Fontenelle's Pluro/it! 
dtJ 1lIondes, which you may read in two hours time, 
will both inform and plcafe you. God blefs you! 

• • 
• 

Yours. 

\. 

LETTER> 
( 
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L ET T E R CLXXI. 

London, December the 13th, O. S. 1748 . 
• 

D EAR BoY, 

THE laO: four pofts have brought me no letters, 
either from you, or from Mr. Harte t at which 1 
am uneafy; not as a Mamma would be, but as a 
F ather fllOUld be: for J do not warlt your leners as 
bills of hd lth; you are young, (hong, and healthy, 
and I am, confequently, in no pain about that: 
moreover, were either rou or Mr. Harte ill, the odier 
would doubtle.fs write me word of it. My impatience 
for yours or Mr. Hartc's lettcrs arifes rrom a very 
• 
different caufe, which is, my defire to hear frequently 
of the fiate and progrefs of your mind . You are now 
at that critical pe riod oflif~, when eVl'ry week ought 
t9' produce frui ~ or flowers anfwerable to you r cul­
ture, which I am fu re lIas not been neglected; and 
it is byyour letters, and Mr. Harte's :l.ccounts of 
you, that, at this difb.ncc, I can on ly-jGdge of your 
gradations to maturity: 1 defire, therefore, that one 
of you two will not filiI to write to me once a week. 
The [amenefs of your prefcnt way of life, I eafil}' 
conceive, would not make aut a very interefting Jette,r 
to an indifferent byc-ftlllder ; but fa deeply concerned 
;as I am in the game you are playing, every Ihe lcaft: 

,lnove ;s to me of importance, and helps me to judge 
of the final event. 

) As 
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As you will be le:tving Leipfig pretty foon after ' 
you !hall have received this letter, I here fend you 
one enclofed, to deliver td Mr. )1afcow. It is to 
thank him for his attention and civ ility to you, 
d \lring your fray with him : and J take it for granted, 
that you will not f.1.iJ making him the proper compli­
ments at parting; for the good name that we leave 

~ behind at one place, often gets before us to another, 
and is a! great ufe. As Mr. Mafcllw is much known 
and eftecmed in the R epublic of letters, I think it 
wOllld be of ach-an tage to you, if you got letters of 
recommendation from him to fame of the learned 
men at Berl in. Tho[e rcftimonials give a iufire, 

which is Ilot to be defpifed; for the moft ignorant 
arc forced to fcem, at leafr," to pJ.y a. regard to learn­
ing, as the- moO: wicked arc to virtue. Such is thei~ 
jntrinfic worth! 

Your friend DUv:ll dined with me the other day, 
and complained moO: gricvoufly, that he had not 
heard· from you of above a year; J bade him abufe 

you for it Jlimfe1f; and advifetl him to do it in "erfe", 
which, if he was really angry, his indignJ.non would 
enable 11im to do. H e accordingly hrought me, yef­
ttrdaYl theenclofed reproaches, and challenge, which 
he dcfired me 1'0 tfanfmit to you. .As this is his fuft 

"Elfay in Englifh Poetry, the inaccuracies in- the 
rhimes, and the number~, are very excufeable. He 
infifts, as you will find, upon being anfwered in verfe; 
which, I ih()uld imagine, that you and Mr. H arlt, 

together, could "bring abollt; as the late Lady Dor~ 
chefler"ufcd to fay~ that {he and Dr. Racliffe, toge-

thrr, 
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. ('ther, could cure a fever. This ill liowever fure, that 
it nuw refts upon you; and no ma~ can fay what 
methods Duval may take, jf you decline his chal. 
lenge. [ am fcnfibl~ that you are under fome dif­
aQvantages in this proffered combat. Your climate, 
at this time of the year efpecially, delights more in 
the wood fire, than in the poetic fire; and I COQ .. 

ceive the Mufes , if there are any at Leipfig, to be 
rather ihivcring, than tinging ; nay, 1 queftion 
whether Apollo is even known there as God of Verit, 
or as God of Light; perhaps a little, as God of 
Phyfic. 'Fhefe will be fair excules, if your per­
formance fhould fall fomething thort; though 1 do 
not apprehend it will. 

' '''hile you ha,'c been at Leipfig , which is '. place 
of {turiy, more than of pleafure o! company, you 
have had a~l opportunities of purfuing your ftudies 
uninterruptedly; and have had, ] believe, very few 
temptations to the contrary. But the cafe will be 
qu ite different at Berlin, where the fplendor and dif .. 
:I1pation of a Court, and the heau mond(, will prefent 
themfe1m-fo you in gaudy fhapes, attraCtive enough 
to all young people. Do nor think, now, that, like 
an old fellow, ( am going to ad,·ife you to r~jea 
them, and ibut yourfe1f up in your c1ofet: quite 
the contrary: I adviCe you to take your £hare, and 
enter into them with fpiril and pleafure; but then 
I advife you tOO, to allot your time fa prudently, as 
that learning may ke'!p pace with pleafures; there IS 

,lull time, in the courfe of the day I .for both, if you_ 
do but manage that time right, and like a good 

I 
:t 4 (t.conomift. 
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O!conomift. The whole morning, if diligently and 
attentively devoted to folid ftudies, will go .a great 
way at the year's end; and the evenings, fpent in 
the pleafures of good company, will go as far in 
teaching yon a knowledge, not much lefs necelfary 
than the other: I mean the! knowledge of the world. 
Between thefe two nece{fary ftudles, that of Books 
in the morning, and that of the W orld in the even­
ing, you fcc that you will not have one minute to 
fquander or fhttern away. Nobody crcr lent thern­
(elves more than [ did, when J was young. to the 
pleafures and diffip:l.tion of good com pail)" ; I even 
did it too much. But then, I can affure you, that 
I always found time for fe rious ftudies; and, when 
I could find it no other way, [ took it out of my 
:Deep ; for I refolved always to rife early in the morn­
jng, however late I went to bed at night; and this 
rcfolntion ] have kept fo fac red, that, unlefs when I 
haye been confined to my bed by illnefs, I have not 
fori more than forty years ever been in bed at 
nine o'clock in the morning ; but commonly up 
before eight. -

When you are at Berlin, remember to fpeak Ger~ 
man, as ofren as you can, in company: for every 
bOdy there will.fpeak French to you, nnlers you let 
them know that you can fpeak German, which th~n 

.. they will choofe to fpeak. Adieu. 

-LETTER 
,f 
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, TO HIS SON. 

LET T E R CLXXII. 

London, December the zoth, O.S. 1748 . 
• 

DEAR. BoY, 

I RECEIVED, loft Saturday, by three mails 
which came in at once, two letters from Mr. Harte, 
and yours of the Sth, N. S. 

It was I who mifrook your meaning, with regard 
to your GUIman Ierters, and not you who expreffed 
it ill. I thought it was the 'writing of the German 

character that took up fa mucll of your time, and 
therefore I atlvifed you, by the freq1.l.cm writi ng of 
that character, to make it eafy and familiar to you. 
But, fin ce it is only the propriety and purity of the 
German language. which make ' your writing it fa 
tedious and laborious, I will tell you I {hall not be 

nice upon that article; and did not expe~ you iliol1Id 
yet be maftcr of all the idioms, delicacies, and pe. 
culiaritin~u( that difficult language. That can only~ 
come by ufe, ~ fpecially frequent {peaking; there­
fore, when you {hall be at Berlin, and afterwards at 
Turin, whe re you will meet many ~rmans, pray 
take all opportunities of converfing in Gtrman, ill 

order not only to keep what you ha\'e got of that 
language, but likewife to impro\'e and perfeCl your­
felf in ir. As to the chJ.TaClers, you form them 
)Jt!ry well, and, as you yourfe1f o')Vn, better than 
your Engliili ones; but th~n let me afk you this 

queftion; 
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queftian; Why do you not form your Roman cha.- '" 
raCl:ers better? for I maintain, that it is in every 
man's power to write what hand he pleafcs; and , 
confequently, that he ought to write a good one. 
You.fonn, particularly, your tl. and your f:l in zig­
zag, inftead of making tlkm {haight, as thus te, 

11; a fault very cafily ~t:nded. You will not, I 
believe, be angry with th is little criticifm, when I 
tell you, that, by all the :lCeOWHS I have had of 
late, from Mr. I-Iarte and others,> this is the only 
critieifm that you give me occafion to make. Mr. 
Harte's laft letter, of the 14th , N. S. parncularly, 
makes me extremely .happy, by aIruring me, that in 
every refpeCl you do extremely well . I am not 
afraid, by what I now fay, of making you too vain; 
becaufe I do not think that:l j uft confcioufnefs, am~ 
an honeft pride of doing well, can be canel.l van ity ; 
for vanity is either the filly affetl:ation of good quali­
ties which one has not, or the fillier pride of what 
does not deferve commendat ion in itfel f. By Mr. 
H arte's account, you are got nTy near the goal of 
..Greek and Latin; nnd therefore I caoila'r fuppofe 
that, as your fenfe increafcs, J our endcuvours and -
your fpeed will flacken, in fin ifhing the {mall re· 
mains of YOut courfe. Coqfider what betre and 
Ie/at it will give YOll,· when you return here, to be 
allowed to be the heft fcholar, of a genrleDlin, in 
England ; not to ment ion the real pleafure and 
foli~ comfort which fueh knowledge will give you . 
lhrdughollt your whole . life. Mr. Harte tells rm. 
another thing, which, 1 own, I did not expeCt; it 

~~, 
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~s, that when you read aloud, or repeat part of pla.ys, 
you [p~ak very properly and diftin8:IYI This re­
lieves me from great uneafine[s, which I was under 
upon account of your formt r bad enunciation. Go 
on, and attend mof{ diligently to this important 

article. It is, of all the' Graces (and they, are all 
nccelfary) the moft neceff.1ry one, 

Comte Pertingue, who has been here about a 
fortnighT, faT from dilavowing, confirms all that Mr. 
Harte has faid to your ad,·antage. He thinks he !ball 
be at Turin much about the time of you r arrival 
th ('rc, and "'plea fcs himfelf with t he hopes of being 

ufeful to you: though, ibould you get there before 
h im, he fays that Comte du Perron, with whom you 
are' a fa\'ourite, wili"1ake that care. You fee by 
~his one infiance, and in the courfe of your life you 
will fee by .a million of in frances, of what ufe a good 
reputation is, and how fwift and advantageous a 
harbinger it is, wherd~er one goes, Upon this point, 
too, Mr. H arte does ),ou juftice, and teUs me, thar 
you are defirous of praife from the praife-worthy: 
this is a- 'fight and generous ambition; and without. 
which, J fcar, few people would deferve praire. 

But here let me, as an old fiager upon the 'theatre 
of the world , fuggeft one confide ration to you; 
which is, to ex tend your defire of p~aife a little be~ 

yond the ftricUy praife~worthy j or eire you may be 
apt to difcover too much contempt for at leaft three 
parts in five of the world; who will never forgive it 
}bu. In the mafs of mankind, I fur, there is too 

. great 
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great a majority of fools and krmvcs; who, fingly, 
from thei r number, muft to a certain degree be re­
fpeCl-ed, though they are by no means refpeClable. 
And a man', who wil11howevery knave or fool, that 
he thinks him fuch, wi1l engage in a moft ruinous 
war, againft numbers muc h (upenor to thofe that he 
and his allies can bring into the field, Abhor a 

knave, and pity Il. fool , in your heart ; bur let 
neither of them, unnecdfarily, fee that you do fa . 
Some complaifance and att entIon to fools i., prudent. 
and not mean: as a filent abhorrence of individual 

knaves is often neceifary, and "l ot cr imitlal. 
As you wi ll now foon part with Lord P ulteney, 

with whom, duri n? your flay together at Leipfig , I 
fuppofe you have formed a connexion; I imagine 
that you will continue it by letters, which I would 
ad vife you' to do. T hey tell me he is go,otl. natured, 
and does not want p::ms; whic h. are of tht:mfeh-es 
two good reafons for keeping it up j but there is alfo 
a third rcaron, which, in the courfe of . t he world, 
js Dot to be difpifed: his father cannot 1i\"e long, 
and will leave him an immenfe fortunt"; which, 
in all cvents, will make him of fome confequcn -:::c, 
and, jf he h as parts into t he bargain, of very great 
confcquence ; {o that his friendfhip may be ex­
tremely well worth your cultivating, efpecially as it 
will not coft you abo,'c one letter in one month. • 

J 00 not know whether this Jetter will find you at 
Leipfig; at 1e:lft" it is the laft r fh all direCt: there. 
My next, to either you or Mr. Harte, will be d\c­

reCl-eu 
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~8:ed to Berlin; but, as I do not know to what 
houfe or fheet there, I fuppofe it will remain at the 

J poll-hauTe till you fend for it. Upon ' your .arrival 

at Berlin , you will fend rue your particular dire8:io~ ; 
and alfo pray be minute in your accounts of your 
reception there, by thqfe whom I recommend 
you to, as well as by thofe to whom they prefent 
you. R emember, toO, that you are going to a 
polite and literate Court, where the Grlces will beft 
introduce you. 

Ad ieu. God blefs you! and m:ty you continue 
to deferve my love, as much as )'ou now enjoy it I 

P, S. Lady Chefte rfie1d bids me tell..you, ' that £he 
decides intireIy in your favour, againft Mr. Greven­
kop, and even againft herfelf; for:ib e does not think 

- drnt ihe could, at this time, write either fo good ~ 
chara8:er, or fa good Germ:m. Pray write her :\. 
German letter upon tbat [ubjeCt; in which you ' 
may tell her, th:tt, ljke the reft of the world, you 

approve of her judgment, becaufe it is in your favour ; 
and that .. you true Germans cannot allow D:l.Oes to 

be competent judges uf your langwage, &c. 

LETTE R 
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LET T E R CLXXIII. 

London, December the 30th, O. S. 1748 . 

D EAR BoY, 
• 

I D~RECT this letter t~ Berlin, where, I fuppofe, 
it will either find you, or at leaft wait but a. very 
little time for you. [cannot help being anxious for 
your fuccefs , at thi s your firfl appearance upon the 
great fiage of the world j for, though the fpeetators 
are always candid enough to g ive great allowances, 
and to !hew great indulgence to a new aCtor; yet, 
ftom thl:! firftimprefiions which he makes upon them, 
they are apt to decide, in their own minds at lean, 
whether he will ever be a good one or not: if he 
feems to underftand what he fays, by fpeaking ' it 
properly; jf he is attentive to his part, inftead of 
ftaring negligently about j and i f, upon the whole, 
he feems ambitious to pleafe, they willingly pafs 
over little awkwardneffesand inaccuracies, which tI~ey 
afcribe to a commendable modefty in a f ')ung and 
unexperienced aClor. They pronounce that he will 
b e a good one in time ,: and, by the encouragement 
which they give him, make him fo the fooner. 
This, I hope, will be your cafe: you have fenfe , 
enough to underftand your part j a. confrant attention 
and ambition to excel in it, with :J. careful obfer­
vation of the heft aClors, will inevitably qualify 
you, if not ~or t4e nrft, at leaft for confider~le 

parts,. \ • 
Your 
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Your dreu (as infignificant tJ. thing as drefs is in 

\ffelf)-is now become an object worthy of fome at. 
temiorr; for, J confefs, I cannot help fo rming fame 
opinion of a man' s [cn[e and charaCl-er from his 
dref~; and I believe moil: people do as well as my­
felf. Any affecbtion wh.atfoever in drefs implir--s, in 

_ my mind, a flaw in the unde rfianding. MoO: of 
our young fellows here difp(ay fome charaCter or 
other by thei r drefs i forne affect the tremendous • 

. and wear a great and fiercely cocked hat, an enormous 
[word, a fhor:r waiftcoa.t, and a black cravat: thefe 
J fhould be almoft tempted to [wear the peace againn:, 

• 
in my own defence, if I were not convinced Ulnt 
they are but meek aife, in lions ik..ins. O thers go 
in brown frocks, leather breeches , great oaken cudgels' 
in their hands, their hats uncocked, and their hair 

_unpowdered; and imitate grooms, ftage.coachmen, 
and country bumpkins, fa well , in their outfides, 
that I do not make the leaft doubt of thdr rerem­
bling them equally in their infides. A man of 
fenfe carefully a\'oids any patricular charaCter. in his 
drefs ; Jle is accurately clean for his own fake~ but 
all the reft is for other people's. H e dr~1fes as well, 
and jn the fame manner, as the people of [enfe and 
fafhion of the place where he is. If he drefi"es 
better, as he thinks, that is, more than they, he is 
a. fop ; ~f he drefi'es worfe, he is unpardonably 
negligent; but, of the two, I would rather have ~ 
young fellow too much than t90 little drem,:d ; the 

./xcefs on that fide will wear .off, with a little age and 

reflection; but,.,if he is negijgen t at twenty" he w\ll 
~ bo 
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be a floven at {urty, and ftink at fifry years old. 
D refs yourfelffinc, where others are fine ; and plain 
where others ~re plain; but take care always, that 
your clothes are well made, and fi t you, for orht:r­
wife they will give you a \"ery awkward air. When f 
you are once well dreffed fa! the day, think no more 
of it afterwards ; and, without any ftifFnefs for fear 
of difcompofing that drers, let all your motions be 
as cary and natural as if you had no clothes on at all . 
SQ much fQr drefs, which. I maintain to be a thing 
of confequence in the polite world. 

As to Manners, Good-breeding, and tre Graces, 
I have. fa often entertai ned you upon thefe important 
fubjeCts, that j can add nothing to what J have for­
merly faid . Your own good fenfe will fuggeft to 

- you the fubftance of them ; ;lnd obfervation, ex­
perience, and good company,..,he feveral modes of,. 
them. Your great vi,racity, which I hear of from 
many people, wi ll b6 no hindrance to your pleafing 
in good company: all the contrary, will be of ufe 
to you, if tempered by Good-breeding, and accom ... 
panied by the Graces. But then, I fuppofe your 
vivacity to be a vivacity of parts, and not a confti­
tutional reft1efsnefs; for rhe moft difagreeable com­
pefition that I know in the world, is that of firong 
animal fpirits, with a cold genius. Such a. fe llow is 
troublefomely aCt ive, frivoloufl y bufy, foolifllly 
lively; talks much, with little meaning, and laughs 
more, with lefs reafon: whereas, in my opinion, 
a warm and live~y genius, with :l cool conilitutiont,. 
is the perfeClion of hian nature. 

Do 



1'0 HIS SON. 161 

I \. bo what you will at Berlin. provided you do 
but do fomething aU day long. AU I defire of you 
is, that' you will ne\'cr {httern away one minute in 
idlenefs, and in doing nothing, When you are not 

~n company, learn what eithet books, mafiers, or 
'Mr, Hane, can teach :!lou ; and, when you are in 

'-sompany, learn (what company only can teach you) 
the charaCl:ers and manners of'mankind. I really 
ark your pardon for giv ing you this ad"'jce ; be­
eaure, if you are a rational creature, and a thinking 
:(king, as I fuppofc, and ver;ly believe you arc, it 
muil:: be UJlrieceOiuy, and to a certain degree in .. 
juri out If I did not know by experience that 
fame men pafs their whole time in do'ing nothing, I 
ihould not think it poffible for any Being, fu periqr 
to Monfieur D efcartes's Automatons, to fquander 

~tvay, in abfolute idlencfs, one tingle minute of that 
fn~:lll portion of time which is allotted U8 in thj. 
world. 

I have iately feeo one Mr, Cranmer, a "ery fen­
fble merchant; who told me he had dined with you" 
and fee .. you often Ilt Leipfig. And, yefterday, t 
faw an old footman of mine, whom r made a mc:f­
fenger-; who told me that he had ,feen you laft 
Augul1. You will cauly imagine, t11at I was not 
the lefs glad ro fee them , becau fe they had feen you; 
and I examined them both. narrowly, in their ' re­
fpeCl.i ,,"e dcpartmtnts ; the former as to your mind, 
the latter as to your body. Mr. Cranmer gave me 
geat fatisfaCl: ion, not only by what he told me of 
llimfelf concerning you, but Py what he was, com-

VOL. II. M ·J miffioncd 
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miffioned to teD me from Mr. Mafcow. As he 
fpeaks German perfeCl::ly hirnfelf, I afred him hO\", 
you [poke it ; and he atfured me, very welr for the 
time, and that a very little more praCl::ice would 
m ake you perfecUy mafier of it. The melTenger.r"" 
tol me, you were much , grown, and, to the beft 
of his guefs, within two inches :lS tall as ,I am; tha~ 
you were plump, and looked healthy and ftrong: 
whi~h was ali I could expeCt, or hope, from the fa­
gacity of I he perfon. 

I fend you, my dear child , (and you will not doubt) 
" ery fiocerdy, the wilbes of the fea[on'r May you 
deferve a great number of happy New-year!; and , 
jf you deferve, may you have them ! Many New­
years, indeed, you may [ee-, but happy ones you can­
not fee without defervjng them. There, Virtue, Ho­
nour, and Knowledge, alone can merit, alone car" 
procure. Dii libi dtnl annOI, de Ie nam ctZtern jumeJ, 

was a pretty piece of poetical tlattery', where it was 

faid; r hope that, in time, it may be no flattery 
when [aid to you. But] aff'ure you, that, when­
ever I cannot appl y the latter part of the line to you 
with truth, I {hall nei ther fay, think, nor willi, the 
iormer. Adieu! 

\ LETTER 
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. LET T E R CLX-XIV. 

~ . - London, J anuarr the loth, O. s. 171. I D EAR BoY, 

1 HAVE received your letter of the 31ft Decem~ 
ber, N. S. Your thanks for my P~efc n t . a~ you call 
it. exceed the value of the Pre-fent ; but the ufe, 
which you a!fure me that you will make of it, is the 
thanks which. 1 delire to recei \-c_ D ue attention to 
the infide of books, and due contempt for the out­
lide, is the proper relation between a man of [enfc 
and his books. 

Now that you afC going a little more into the 
~Id, I will take this oecafion to explain my in­

tentions as to' your futu re expenees, that you may 
know what you have to expeCt: from me, and make 
your plan accordingly. 1 fl lall neither deny nor 
grudge you any money, that may be nece{fary for 
either yom improvement or pleafures; I mean, the 
pleafures of a rational Being. Under the head of 
l mprovement, I mean the beft Books, #!ld the beft 
Mailers, coft what tbey will ; I alfo meao, all the 
expenee of lodgings, coach, drefs, fervanrs, &c. 
which, according to the fevera! places where you 
may be; fhall be refpd tive1y needfary, to enable 
you to keep the beft company. Under rl1e head of 
rational pleafures , I comprehend, F,irft, proper 
charities, to real and compaffiOJtate objeCl:s of ·it ; 

• M • • . Secondly, 
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Secondly, proper prefents, to there to whom you i': 
obliged, or whom you deJire to 9b1!ge; TJlird ly, a ,~ 
conformity"7of expence to tha.t oft'he company which , 
you keep; as in public fpecbcle's ; your {bare of J 
li~le entertainments; a few pift9las at games fi{ 
n~~e commerce; and other incidental. calls .9..£ gob~ 
company. The only two artides which I will nev.er 
fupply arc, the profofion of low riot, and the' idle 
lavifhnefs of negligence and hzinefs. A fool fquan­
defS :l\"ay, without credit or .l.dvnntage to himfelf, 
more than a man of fenfe [pends with both. The 
latter employs hi s money as he does ,his time, and 
nCl'er tpends ~ /h ill ing ofthe one, nor a minute of 
the other, but in fomething that is either urefti\" or 
rationally plcafing to hi mfelf or others. The former 
buys whatcyer Ife does not want, and does not pay 
for what he does want. He cannot withftand ttre 
charms of a toy-fhop; fnuff-boxes, watches, head~ 
of canes, &fe. :lrc his defrrutl:ion. His fernnts and 
tradefmen confpire with Ilis own indolence to cheat 
him ; and, in a \'Cry litile rimc,- he -is afioniffied, 
in the midft of aU ,he~ ridiCUlous fuperrluitieS, to 

find himfelf in want of alI 'die . ~l\l ' co rnfo11'S and 
neccfiaries of life . 'Vi(hou t .... care and method the 
largefi fortune will not, and' with them almoft the 
fm21lleft will , fupplyall nece{[ary expentes. As far 
:lS you can pofiibly, pay ready money for e\·ery thing 
you buy, and avoM bills. Pay thar- l1'Iooey - too 
yourfe1f, and not through the bands of ahy 'fi n"a-nt, 
who always f.i ther fiipulates poundage, or requires a 
prcfcnt for his goo~rword, as they call ' it. Where 

y OU 
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f v'9U ~uJl have bills (as for meat and drink, c1otl:es, 
&'c· .t' I?!'\Y them regularly every month, and wIth 
.y.o · owfl hand. Never, from a miCtaken ooconomy, 

t
AllY a. thing you do not want, becaufe it is cheap; 

r , from a filly pride, bec:lufe it is dear. Kec,P nn 
;lccount, in a book, of all that you receive, ad'd o[ 
aU that you pay i. fo r no man, who knows what he 
receives , and what he pays, ever TUns out. I do 
not mean that you fhould keep an account of the 
ihil !;Qgs ~ and half.crowns which you may (pend in 

.dmir.hi,r.eo; .operas, f1c. They are unworthy of the 
!im~_ and .. o( the ink, t hat they would confume; 
leave [uch minutia: to dull , penny-wile fe llows j hut 
rem~rnbcr" in cecollomy. as well tl.S in every other 
part of life, to have the proper attention to proper 
objeCts, antI the p roper contempt for linle ones. A 
~ 

thong l11in.d fees thi ngs in their true proponion: a 
weak one views them through a magnifying medium; 
wh ich, like the microfcope. makes an dephant of a 
flea ; .. magnifies aIll itlle obJeCts. but cannot receive 
great Dues. I have known many a man pafs for a 
mifer, "by Javi.ng a penny, and wrangl ing fo r two· 
pence, who was undoing himfdf, at (he [arne time, 
by living aboye his income, and not attending to 
eft"ential articles, which were above his porlie. The 

fu re chara8eriftic of !l. found and (hong mind is, to 
find, in evc"ry thing, t,hofe certain bounds, quos 
II/Ira citravt 1t{quit conjijlert rtl/lilll. Thefe boun. 
daries are marked out by a very fine line, which 
only good fenfe and a.ttention can difco\'t:r; it ;s 
much too ~e for vulgar etes. 1n Manners, rhia 

M 3 lino 
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line is good-breeding i beyond it, is troubleComC'< 
ccrt mony; iliort of it, is unbecoming negligence 
and in::menrion. In Morals, it d ivides ofttntatious 

. Puritanifm (rom criminal R elaxation; in Religion rf 
Su,Pcri1:ition from Impiety; and , in iliort, ·ever ' 
virtue from its kindred vic'e or weaknefs. I think 
you haw· fcnfe enough to difcover the line: keep it 
always in YOllr ere , and learn to w;\lk upon it ; ren 
upon Mr. Harte, and he will PO!ZC you, till rou are 
able to go alone. Br the way, there are fewer peo­
pit" who .walk. we-II upon that line. th:m upon the 
flack rope; and, thcref'Jre, a good pcrfo'hner ihines 

fa much the more. 
Your friend Comte Pl' rtingue , who cooftantly in· 

quires afler you, has wrilten to Comte SaiOlOur, the 
G overnor of the AC:l.demy at Turin. to prepare a -room for ynu there , immediately after .the Afcen· 
lion ; :md has recommended you to him, in a man· 
ncr which, I hope, you will give him no rcafon to 
repent or be afhamed of. As Comte Salmour·s fan, 
now fcfid ing at the H ngue , is my particular acquain'. 
tance, I 01a11 have regular and authentic accounts 

of all that you do at Turin. 
D uring your flay at Berlin, I expect that you fhould 

inform yourfel f thoroughly of the pr"l!fent fiate of 

the Civil. Military. and Ecclefiaftical gO\'ernment 
of the King of Pruffia's dominions ; particularly 
of the Military, which is upon a better footing, in 
that countrr, tkm in any other in Europe. Yoq 
will attend at t·he reviews, fee the troops exercifed, 

and inquire into the nu~bers of trOQJ?s and campa~ 
sue$ 
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n iss in the rcfpect:ive regiments oC horre, foot, and 
t1ragoo~s ; the numbers and titles of the commif­
flaned and nOIl-commiffioned officers in the feVf:ra1 

~
rooPs and comp:lnies ; and alfo, take care to Jearn 
l C technical milit:try terms, in the German Im­

age ; for, though you . are not to- be a military 
man, yet thefe mili rary matters arc [0 frequently the 
fubjeCls of cOl1vcrfarion, that you will look very awk. 

wardly if YOll are ignorant of t hem. :Moreover, 
they are commonly the objcfl:s of negotiation, and 
as [~It:h faU withi n your future profeflion . You 

mufr alfo iEform yourfdf of the reformation which 
the King of Pruffia has lately made in the law; by 
which he has both leffcned the number, and thart­
cned the duration, <)f law-fUlts : a great work , and 
worthy of [0 great a Pri nce! As he is indifputably ' 
the ableft Prince in Europe, every p:lrt of his go~ ~ 
vernmen t t.l ~[erves your moft diligent inquiry, .:and 
your moft ferious atrention. It muft he owned, that 
you fetourwell, as:l young Politician, by beginning 

at Berl in, and rhen going to T urin . where you will 
fee the !\ext ableCt M onafch to th l t of PrufJia; fa 
that, jf you :lre cap:lble of making political reflec~ 
tions, thofe two Princes wi ll furnifh you with fuRi· 
citnt matter fOf them. 

I would have you endc:lvour to get acquainted 
with Monfieur de Maupenuis, who is fa eminently 
diftinguiiliea by all kinds of It:arning ~nd merit, 
that one fhou\d be borh forry and athamed of haring 
1>een even a day in .the fame place wit~ him, .:and not 

M 4 , to . 
, ' 
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to have feen him. If you ibould have no other way 
of being introduced to him, I will fend you jllettel' 
from hence. M onfieur Cagnoni , at Berlin, to whom 
l know you arc recommended , is a very able marY'of' 
bufinefs, thoroughly in formed of every part of Eu· 
Tope; and his acqaintance, 'if you dden 'e and im .. 
prove it as you iboulu ,do, may be of g reat ufc 

to you. 
Rem~mhet to take the beft dancing-mafier a t: 

Berlin , more to teach you to fit, fi:and, and walk 
gracefully, than to dance fin ely. T he Graces, the 
Gracci; rt:mcmper the Graces ! Adieu.' 

L E ' T T E R CL'!.XV . . 

London, J anuary the 24th, Ol S, 1749. 

D EAR BoY, 

I 'HAVE feceived yourletter of the' 12.th, ~.S, in 

which I was furprized to find no mention of your 
ilpproaching journey to J?erlin, which, according to 
the fi rft plan, WOlS to be 00 the 20th, N. S. and 
upon which fuppofit ion I have, for rome t ill1cJ 
tlire8 ed my letters to you, and Mr. H arte, at Berlin . 
J fbould b~ glaq that yours were more minute, witl"\ 

regard to your motions and t ranfaCl:iof\s; ~d I de., 
lire that, far ~e future, they may coqtain ac~unts 
qf what, and whom, i"OU fee' ;\114 ~earl ~n your fe. 

{ vera\ 
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veral places of refidence ; for I intereft myrdf u 
mlloch ip t he company YOll kcep, and the ple:Lrurcs 
you take, as in the ftudies you purrue ; and there­

fore equally defire to be informed of them all. An-
~'ther thing I clCfire, whi~h is, that you will :l.C-.. 

f'knowl cdge my letters by t heir dates, that I may 
know which you do, and which you do not receivr. 

As you found your b rain confiderably affeCled by 
tlie cold , you were vcr}' prudent not to turn it to 
poetry in that firuat ion ; and not lefs judicious, in 
declining the borrowed aid of a ftove, whofe fumi­
~ation , iriflcad of inipiration , would, at beft, ha\'e 
produced what Mr. Pope calls a foulerkin of wit. [ 
will thew your letter to Duval, by way of juftifica­

t ion for not anfwering hili challenge; and I think 
he muft allow the val idity of it; for a frozen brain • • 
is as unfit too anfwer a <.hallenge in poetry, as a bhmt 
!word is (or fingle combat. 

You may, if you pleafe. and tllerefore I flatter 
myfeJf rhat you will, profit confidera bly by your 
Ita)" llt Berlin, in the articles of Manners, and ~[e. 

ful kno; ... ledgeo Atrention to what you will fee and 

hear there , together with proper inq uiries, and a 
l ittle care and method in taking notes of what is 
moA: ~aterial. will procure you much ufeful know­

ledge. M any young people are fo light, fo diffi­
pated, and fo incurious, that t hey can hardly be 
faid to fee what they fee , or hear what they hear; 
that is, they hear in fa fuperncial and lnattenti,'e a 

manner1 ~t they mi~ht as w¥ll nOF fee nor hear .at 

" all. 
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all. For infb.nce i if they fee a. publ ic building, 
as a College, an Hofpiral, :In ArfcfaJ, &~. they' 
cont(:Rt themfelves with the firft (rillP d'",;!, and 
neither take the rime nor the rrouble of in fo rming 
themfelves of the material parts of them; whichr 
are, the conftitution , rhe rules, :-:nd rhe order and\. 
ceconomy in th l infide . YOli will , [ hope, go 
deeper, and mlke your way into the fubfrance of 
things. For example, !hould you fee a regiment 
re,"ie\\'ed at Berlin or Potfdam, inflead of content­
jog yourfelf with the general glitter of the collt!Cl ivc 
corps, and f:lying, por monitrt d'ocquit, " thar is ve ry 
:fine;" I hope you will afk., what number of troops 
or companies it confifis of; what number of Offi~ 
eers of the Etat Major, and what number of Subn/~ 
Itrnes; how many Bas OjJiciers, or non-._ommif-• • 
fioned Officers , as Sergeants , Corpora!;, :'nJpej!"dts, -
frey Corpora/J , &c. their pay , thei r clothing, and 
by whom; whether by l he Colonels or Captains, or 
Commi£faries appointed for that purpofc j to whom 
theJ* :ire accountable; the metllOd of recruiting; 
completing, & (. 

The fame in Civil Matters : inform ),ourfe1f of 
the jurifdiCtion of a Court of J uftice; of the rules 
and members, and endowments of a. College or 'an 
Academy, nnd not only of the d imCJlfions of the re­

fpec9.i ve edifices : and let your letters to me cpntain 
thefe informations, in proportion as you acquire 
them. 

I often refieClj, 
how proud I lb.1l 

'J 
1 " 

with the moft flattering bopes, 
be or you, if you ihould profit, 

• a. 
• 
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as you may, by the opportunities which you h ave 
had, ilill have, and will have, of arriving a t pef:­
feaion; a"nd, on the other hand, with dread of the 

)

g rief and {hame ),ou will give me, if you do not. 
i M ay the firft be the cafe !-God. 'bIds you! 

" . 
• 

LET T E R CLXXVI: 

LOndon, F ebruary the 7th, O. S. 1749-

DEAR BoY, 

Y OV are now come to an age capahle of reflec!'_ 
ti on ; and f hope you will do , what however few 
people at ypur age do, exert it, for yeur own rue. 
;n the fear('h of truth and f~und knowledge. r will 
confefs (for I am not un willing to difcove r my fe­
erets to you) that it is not many years finl:c I have 
prefumed to refleCt for myfelf. Till fixteen or [0.­

ventcen· , I had no refleCl'ion ; and for many years af­
ter that, I made no llfe of what I had. 1 adopted the 
notions of the books I read, or the company I kept. 
without examining whether tbey were juft or pot; 
and I rather chofe to run the rilk of eafy error, than 
to take the time and trouble of inveftigaling truth. 

, T hus, partly ffOm lazinefs, partly from di1l1pation, 
and partly from the ma.u'lJat(e bonte of rejeCting fa­
ihionabJe nbtions, I was (as I fi nce{o~nd) hurried. 
away by prejudices-, inftead of beiqg ~ded by rC::l-

, fon"" 
• ~ J 
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fon ; and quictl}- cherithed c;rro(, infi'ead. of feeking \ 

lor truth. ,Sut fin.ce I have taken the trouble .. of rea­
toning for myfelf, and h:1\'c had [be cpur~g~.Jo own 
thad do fo, y'0u cannot imagine how much my n~ A 
t ions of things are altered, and in JlOw •. diff~r~nt r" 
light 1 now fee them, from that in which J formerly .• 
v iewed d iem tbrough the deceitful medium of prc­
jud1ce or authority. Nay, I m:l.y pBflihly fr ill rt. 
fain many errors, which, from long habit, have per­

h aps grown jntO rea~ opinions ; for i!j.isf 'ery difficult 
to d iftingui fh habits, early acq uired antI long enter­

~iQed9 f~rn the ,refult of our rC:lf?e ~ocl !efl ett ion. 
Uj firft prej udice (for I do not mention the pre­

judice! of boys and womell, fllCh ... as hobgbbl ins, 

ghofu,"'dreams, fpilling f:Iit , &c,..pwas ·my claffie:!l 
enthuti~l:I4 .which I recc ive-d from the books I read , 
.,a tb~..o:tafiers wJlO explained them to me. I wns­
iCocv:inced there had been no . ,tommon fenfe nor 

.c:ommon honefty in the world for thefe bit fifteen 
.J:\l,Uldted )'ears; but that they :were _totally extin­

..guiilted witb r.be antienr Greek and Roman go~ern­

"nenr,s • . Homer and Yirgil could have no faults, be-
aufe they were ancient'; Milton and Taffo could 

)lave ..no merit, becaufe thf!Y. were modern. And 

J CQuld, almoft have faid, with rCb<lrd to the an· 
4ieI\ts, ~wha.t Cicero, ,'ery.abfurdly and unbecom. 

~gl y. €or a philofopher, fa~.s with regard to ·Plater, 
f..", quo errore 1IUl/lm l gUOflJ. cum aui& r f lle Jenlin • 
. \ Vhereas now, without .. 1n): . extraordinary effort of 
'genius, I have difcovereci , thar.Na,ture was the fame 

three '~hdufa¢ years: ago, as . t is at prefen.t; that 
. .-/ men 
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fnen were but men then as ,,,ell as now; that mode. 
:l.nd c'ulloms varfoften, but that human nature is 
always the fame. And t can no more fUl,>pofe , that 
Olen were better, bra\'er, or Wirer, fifteen hundred 
or three thouf:md years 3g0, than r can fup~ofe that 
t be animals or vegetabl.es were be tte r then, than tltey 

• are now. I dare affert too, in defiance of the favour­
ers of fhe antients, that Homer's Hero, Achilles, 
·was both a brute and a fcoundre1, and fonfequently 
an Hnpropcr character for the H ero of "all Epic Po­
:e~l; he had fa }iule regard for his (Oootry, that he 
would nflt aCt. in defence of it, becaufe he had quar­
relled with Agamemnon about a w-e; and then af­
terwards, animated by private refcntment only, he 
\Vent about kming people bafely, r will call jt. be­
caufe he knew himfelf invulnerablt.; and yet, invul­
ncr3ble as he was, he wore the ftrongeft . armour in 
tbe world'; which I humbly apprehend to be t\ blun­
'der ; or a horfe-fhoe cb.pped to his vulnerable heel 
\vollid have been fufficienr. On the other hand, 

• , ... ith fubmiffion to the favourcrs of the moderns, I 
:'llferr with Mr. Dryden, that the Devi l is in truth 
the H ero of Milton's P oem: his plan, which he 
rays, purfues, and at laO: exeGutes, being the fub­
ject of the Poem, From all which confiderauons, 

. .J: impartially conclude, t:hat the antients had their 
excellencies and their defelh, their virtues and 
their vices, juft like the moderns: pedantry and af­
fectation of learning c1e~rly 'decide in favour of the 
Ior.m.~r ; vanity and ignorance, as peremptorily, in 
lavour of the latter. R eligious p~dices kept pace 

. 'fth 
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with my c1affical one.s; and there was a t ime when 
I thought it impoqibJe fo r the hoo~ftell: man in the 
world to be faved , out of the pale of the Church of 
England: not confidcring that matters of opiniolJ 
do not d~pend upon the: will; and that it is as natu- .-A 

raI, and lS allowable, that ar,lother man iliould dif- , 
fer in opinion from me, as tbat I fhould differ from 
him j and tha\) if we are both fincere, we are both 
b1:lmelefs; and !hould confequemly have mutual in­
dulgence for each other. 

The next prejudices I adopted were thofe of the 
heau mandt, in which, as r was detcrmineq to !bioe, 
I took what are commonly called the genteel vices 
to be nece:ffary. I had heard them reckoned fo, and , 
without farther inquiry, I believed it ; or, at leai1:, 
1hould have been aOlamel.l (0 ha\'e denied it, for fear 
of expofing myfelf to the ridicule of tbofe whom I 
confiuered as the models of fine gentlemc'n. But f 
3m now neither af'hamed nor afraid to affert, that 
thofe genteel "jces, as they are falfely called, are 
only fa many blemifhes in the charaaer of even a 
man of the world, and what is called a fine ge..ntle­
man, and degrade him in the opinions of thofe vcry 
people, to whom he hopes to recommend himfelf by 
them. Nay, ' this prC"judice often extends fo far, 
that I have known people pretend to vices they had 
not., inftead of car~fully concealing thofe they had. 

Ufe and affert your own reafon; refiea, examine, 
and analyfe every thjn~ in order ~o form a found and 
mature judgment; let no oVfO, ;q;&t impore upon your 

underftaQ:d.ing, j'iflcad )~our aaionsJ .or di8:ate )rour 
r . conYCf-

""') .- ~ . 
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converration. Be early what, if you are not, you 
will , when t oo late , wifh you had been. Confult 
your reafon hetimes: 1 do not fay, that it will al. 
ways prove an unerring guide; for human reafon is 

'fat infallible ; but it wi ll prove the leaft erring 
~ide that you can follo\f. Books and converfation 

may affift it ; but adopt neithe r, blindly and impli­
citly: try hoth by that beft rule, which God ha~ 

given to di reCt: us, Rearon . Of all the troubles do 
not decline, as many people do, tbat of thinking. 
The hcrd.of mankind can hardly be faid to think; 
thei r notioIJs are almoft all adoptivc; <1iHJ, in gene­
ral, I believe j[ is better that jt 1l1Ouid be fo; 33 

fuch common prejudices contribute more to order 
and quiet, than their own feparate reafonings would . 
do, uncultinlted and unimpro\'ed as they arc . We 
llave ~any of thofe ufeful prejudices in th'is country, 
which I fhoilld be very forry to lee remm'ed. The 
good Prote!hmt cOllViCl:ion, that the Pope is bota 
Antichrift, and the Whore of Babylon, is a more 
effectual prefervative, in this country, againfi: Pa­
pery, t~an all the fol id and unanfwerable arguments 
of Chill ingworth. 

The idle fiory of the Pretender's baving been in­
troduced in a warming-pan into the Queen's bed, 
though as deftitute of all probability as of all foun­
dation, has been much more p rejud.icial to the caufe 
of J acobitifm, than all that Mr. Locke and others 
have written [0 !how the unreafonablenefs and ab­
furdity of the doetrines of indefe.1fible llereditary 
right, and unlimited pafiive Qhedience. . And that '. . filly • 

• 
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fiUy, fan.guine notio~, which is firmly entertained 
here, that one Englifhrnan can beat three French. 
men, encourages, and has fomerimes enabled one 
Englilbman, in reality , to beat two. 

A fren~hman ventures his life with alacrity pou,. '/ 
I'honneur de Roi; were YOll to change the ohject 
which he has been taught to have in view, and tell .. 
him that it was pour Ie bim de In Patrie, lle would 
very probably run away. Such grofs local preju­
dices prevail with the herd of mankind; and do not 
il~)pofe upon' culti\"3.ted, informed, r.nd retletling 
minds : but then there are notions equally falre . 
though not fo gl~ringly abfurd, which are enter­
tained ey people of fuperior, and improved under­
ftandings-, merely for want of the necefiilry pains to 
invefiigate, the proper attention to examine, and 
the penetration requifite to determine the truth. 
Thofe arc the prejudices which I would have you 
guard againft , by a manly exertion and attention of 
your reafoning faculty. To inention one inftance, 
of a thoufand that I could give you-It is a genefAl 
prejudice, and has been propagated for thefe- fLXteen 
hundred years, dlat Arts and Sciences cannot flourifh 

under an abfolute gO\'crnment; and that Genius 
rollft necefT'arily be cramped where Freedom is re­
ftrained. This founds plaufJ.ble, but is falfe in fact • . 
M echanic arts, as Agriculture, Ma~lUfJ.Clure5. ,&t. 
will indeed be difcouragcd, where the profiti and 
property arc , from the natute of the government, 
infecure. Hut why the defpotiCm of a government 
fhouJ~ cram,?l the g~nius of a .Mathematician, an 

Afrrono-
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Aftronomer, a Poet, or an Orator, I confefs I never 
could difcover, It may indeed deprive the Poet, or 
the Orator, of the liberty of treating of certain fub· 
ject~ jn the manner they would with; but it leaves 

~. them fubje8:s enough to exert genius upon, if they 
)ave it. Can an author with reafon complain that 

he is cramped and ibackled, if he is not at liberty 
to publifh bl:ifphemy, 'bawdry, or fedition? all 

which are equally prohibited in the freeft govern~ 
ments, if they are wife and well-regulated ones. 
This is th~ prefent general complaint of the French 
authors ; bQ,t , indeed, chiefly of the bad ones, No 
wonder, fay they, that England produces fo rpany 

great geniufes; people there may tllink • they 
pleafe, and pubJifh what they think. Very true; 
but who 'hinders them from thinking as they pleefe ? 

.. If, indeed, they think in a manner deftrucbve of all 

religion, morality, or good manners, or to the dif­
turban~e of the State; an abfolute government wiIi 
certainly more effectually prohibit them from, or 
panilh them for publiihing fuch though ts, than :l. 

free on\!'could do, But how does that cramp the 
genius of an epic, dramatic, or lyric Poet? or how 
does it ~orrllpt the eloquence of 4an Or3tor, in the 
Pulpit or at the Bar? The number of good French 

. authOls, fuch as Corneille, Racine , Moliere, Boi­
leau, and La Fontaine, who feemed to difpute it with 
the Auguftan age .. flourHhed under the defpotifm 
of Louis XIV; and the ·celebrated authors of the 
Auguftan age did not fhine; till after the fetters 
were rivetted upon ,be Roman' people by that . cruel 

VOL. IT. , N , . oori 
\ 
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and worthlcfs Emperor. The rcviya.l of letters was 
not owing, either to any~ frse government, but to 
tbe encouragement ~nd protection of Leo ·x, and 
Francis I; the one as abfolute:t Pope, and the,o,ther 
as defpotic a Prince, as e\'e r reigned. D o not mif­

' take, and imagine that, \\:hiJe 1 am only expofin~ 
a prejudice, J am fpeaking in fawur of arbitrary 
power; which from my foul J abhor, and look up­
on as a·grofs and criminal violation of th(. natural 
fi ghts of mankind. Adieu. 

" 

• 
LET T E R CLXXVII. 

London, February the 28th, O. S. 1749, 

D EAR BoY, 

I 'VAS very much plcafed with the account tlw.t 

you gave me of your reception at Berlin; l7,Jt I was 
frill better pleated with the account which Mr. H arte 
fent me of your manner of recei ving that reception; 
for be fays you behaved yourfelf to thofe Crowned 
Heads with all the refpect and rqodefty due to them; 
but, at the farne time, "'''.'ithout being any mote eQ).­
barraffed, than -if you had been converfing with your 
equals. This eafy refpeehs the perfection of good­
breeding, w.hich nothing but {uper~or good fenfe, 
Or i:llpng ufa~e of thC'world, can pIodu.ce; and, as , , , 
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in your ca.fe it could not i)e the tatter, it is a plca-
fw:g ind,ication to me or the former. ~ 

You will now, in the courfe of a few months, 
, ha,:e ,been rubbed at three of -the confiderable 

Cou'rt$ of Europe, Berlin, Drefden, and Vienna; 
fo that I hope you will, arrive at Turin tolerably . 
fmooth, and fit for the bft polifh. ~here you may 
~t the heft; there being no Court I know of that 
f orms ~re well-bred and agreeable people. Re­
member; now, that good-hree.ding, genteel car­
riage, ad(\refs, and even drefs (to a certain degree), 
·a.rc become" fcrio1l5 objects, and defen'e a paro of 
your attention . 

The day, if weB employed, is long enoogh for 
them all. One half of it beftowed upon your flu­
dies, and your exercifes, will finifh you'r mind and 
your body; the remaining part of it, fpent in good 
company, vlill form your manners, and complete 
your charaCl:er. Wha~ would I not give, to have 
you read D~mofthenes critically in the morning, and 

_ \l.(Iderftan<;1 him better than any body ; at noon, be­
hl.l'e Y9-urfelf better than any perfon at Court j and, 

in die eYenings, trifle more agreeably. than any body 
in mixed companics ? All thi s you may compafs i 
you pleafe: you ha,"c the mcans; you have the op­
portunities. Employ them, for God's !ake, while "' 
you may, and make rourfelf that all-accompli!hed 
man that I wiih to h:l\:e you. It entirely depends 
UpOI). thefe two years; they are the decifive ones. 

1 fend you here endofed a letter of recommenda ... 
tion to Monfieur Capello, a.t" enic~, which you will 

. \ N Z I deliyer 
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deliyer him immecliately uP(,1ll your arrinl, accon!· 
panying it with compliments from me to ?im and 
M adame ; both whom you have feen here. He 
will , I am fure, be both vcry civil and very ,u.fefu1 
to you thcre, as he will alfo be aftenvards at R ome, 

where he is appointed t 6 go embatrador, By the , 
way, wherever you arc, I would advife you to fre­
quent, as much as you can, the Venetian Miniflers ; 
who are always better informed of the Of.tlNS they 
refide at, than any other Minifter; the fhia ann 

~ reguJar accounts, which they are obliged' to gi\'e to 
their own government, making them lIery dil igcll t 

and .inquifio\·e: 
You will fray at Venice as long :IS the Carni\'al 

1aft5; for, though J am impatient to have you at Tu­
rin, yet I would with you to fee thorough ly all that 
is to be feen at fa fmguJar a place as Venice, and at 
fa fhowifh a time as thc Carvinal. You will take 
.alfo particular care to view all thofe meetir..gs of the 
Government, which {hangers are allowed to fee ; as 
the Atrembly of the Senate, &c, and likewife to i?;- ­
form yourfelf qf that peculiar ~nd intricate4 'form of 
government. T here are books that give an account 
of it, among whictr, the beft is Amdot de la Houf­
faye : th is I would adviCe you to read previoufly; it 
will not only gi\'c' you a gener~l nouon of that can • . 
ftitu tion, but alfo furnifh you wi th materials for pro­
per queftions and oral informations upon the place, 
which are always the befr. There are likewife many 
very " a1uable remains, ; n fculpturc and paintings. 
of the beft mafter5, which deferve your attention. 

, I fup-
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( I fuppare you will be at Vienna as foon as this let-

ter will get tlJither j l!,nd T fuppore, too, that I muft 
not direa above one more to you there . After which, 
my next !han be direCled to you at Venice, the only 
place where a letter will be li kely to 'find you, till 
you aTe at TQrin j but you rnay, and r defirc that 

~~ will, wflt~ to me, from tbe feveral places in 
your ~_, from whence the paft goes. 

I will ~nd you fome other letters, for Venice," to 
Vienna, "to your banker at Venice; to whom you 
wi ll, upon your arrival there, fend for them; for 1. 
will take clIre to have you fa recommended from 
place to place, that you fhall not run through them, 
as moil of your countrymen do, without the advan­
tage of feeing aud knowing what heft defervcs to be 
feen and known: I mean', the Men and the Man­

ners. 
God blefs "you, :md make you anfwer my willies: 

I will now fay, my hopes! Adieu. 

--
• LET T E R CLXXVIII. 

DEAR BoY, 

1 DJ RECT this letter to your banker at Venice, 
the furd\: p"ace for you to meet with it, though I 
fllpyofe.it w~ll be there fome time before you; for, 
as your interrpediate fiay any \vhe re elfe will lle but 

\ N 3 !hart, 
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fhort, and as the poll: frort;l hence, in this feafon of 
Eafierly winds, is uncertain, r direct: no more let­
ters to Vienna; where I hope both you and Mr. 
Harte will have recei \'ed the two letters which'I fent 
you refpeCtivdy; with a letter of recommendation 
to Monfieur Capello at Venice, which was enelofed 

• 
in mine to you , 1 will fuppofe too, that the in lar~ 

poft, on your fide of the water, has not dC";e you 
juftke ; for I recei \'ed but one fingle J~er from 
you, and one from 1\1r. H arte, during your''whole fray 

• 
''":It Bertin ; from whence I hoped for, and ex pelted 
very particular accounts. " 

I perfuade myfe1f, that the time you ftay at Venice 
will be properly employed, in feeing all that is to be 
reen at that extraordinary place; and in converfing 
with people who can infonn you, not of the raree­
fhows of the time, but of the confiirution of lhe 
government; for which purpofc, I fend lOU the 
endofed letters of rccommend:uion from ,Sir Jame! 
Gray, the King's R cfident at Venice, but who is 
now in England, Thde, with mine to J\1onfieur­
Capello, will carry you, if you will go, into the 
beft company at V~nice, , 

But the impottant point, and the important place, 
is Turin; for there I propore your ftaying a confi­
derable time, to purfue your fiudie!, Jearn your 
exetcif~s, and form' your manners, l awn, I am 
not without my anxiety fat- the confequences of 

YOUt fiay there; which muft be either VI ry good or 
very bad. To YOli it will be intircly la ncw fc 'ne. 
Wherever you have hrtherlo 'been, you have Con-

, I . verfed 
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verfed chiefly wuh people wifer and difcrecrer than 

yourfel~; and ha\'e been equally out of the way of 
bad advice or bad exn.tnple; but in the Academy at 

T una, you will probably mett with both, confi<ler­
jng the variety of young fellows of about your own 
age; among whom it is ·to be e.xpeCled that fame 
will be diffipartd and idle, others vicious and profti-

gao I will believe, till tbe comrary appears, thi t • 
you ha e fagaci ty enough to difringu,iih the good 
from cl bad characters ; and both fenfe and virtue 

enough t /hun the laner, and conneCt yourfelf witlt 
the former..: but however, for greater fecurit y, and 
for your fake alone, I mnft acquaim you , tktt I 
have fenr pofitive orders to Mr. Harte to carry you 
off inftantly to a place which I have named [0 him, 

upon ~e very firft fympcom, which lie thall difcover 
in you, of Drinking, G:uning, Id lenefs, or D ifobe­
clience to ilis orders; fa that , whether Mr. Harte 
inform's me, or not, of the particula.rs, I /hall be 

able to judge of your conduCt in general, by the 
'"'time of your Itay at Turin. If it is {horr, I :fhaJ l 
know 'why i anti I proOlife you, that you /hall foon 
find that I do; but, if Mr. Harte lets you continue 
there as long as I propofe you ihould , I {hall then 
be convinced, that you mlj.ke the proper ufe of your 

t ime; which is the only thing I 1I1I.\'e to:'l1k of you. 
One year is the moft rbat I propofe you lhould fiay 
at Turi~ ana th:1t year , if you employ it well, per­

fects YOUione year more of your late applicatioI) , 
w~t~ Mr, ane, will complete your Claffical fttldies. 
?,ou will b likewifc maiter bf your exercirC,$. in that 

N 4 time; 
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time; and will have formed yourfelf fa well at that 
Court, as to be fit to appear advanrageoul1y, at any 

,other. Thefe will be the bappy effeds of your 
year's fray at Turin, if you behave, and apply yo!lf­
felf there, as you have done at Leipfig; but if C'i~her 
ill~advice, or ill-example, affeCll and feduce you, 
you are ruined for ever. J look upon rhat year as 

. y'"our decifive year of probation: go through i,~ ", .:Jl; 
and you will be all accomplifhed, and fixc& in my 
tendereft affeCl ion for ever: but, fhould t~'e conta­
gipn of \·ice or idlen~fs lay hold of you there, your 
charader, your fortune, my hopes, ;:,nd con fc­
quently my fa,'our, are all blaficd, and you are 
undone. The m?re I 100'e you now, from the 
good opinion that I have of you, the greater will be 
my indignation, jf 1 fhouJd have reafon to change 

it. Hitherto you have .had e\'e ry poili~lc proof of 
my affeCtion, becnu(e you ha\fe dcfen 'ed it; bur, 
when you ceare to deferve it, you may expe8: every 
pemble mark of my re[eotment, To leave nothing 
doubtfu1, upon this important poinl , I will ,teU you' 
fairly, before-hand, by what rule J fualJ ju<lge of 
your condu8:- By 1\Ilr. Harte's accounts. H e wiJI 

not, I am fnre, nay, I will fay more, he cannot be 
in the wrong with regard to you. He can have no 

other view but your good; and you \~ill, 1 am fme, 
allow that he mult be a better judge of it than you 
can poffibly be, at your :tge. While he is/atisfied, 
J fhall be fo too; but wllenever he is diffat\lfied with 
you, I !hall he much more fo. If be complains, Y2u 
muft be guilty; and I 1baJI not' have thejteafi regalJ. 

• ' for 
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for any thing that you may allcdge in your own de4 

fence. 
I will now tell you what I expeCt- and jn ~ft upon 

ff6fIl· you at Turin : Fi rft, That you purfue your 
qafficai and other ftudies, every morning, with 
Mr. Harte, as long, and in whatc\'er manner, Mr. 

an e fhall be pleafed to require; Secondly, That 
ylJt. arn, uninterruptedly, your exercifes of riding, 
dancio and fencing.; Thirdly, That you make 
yourfelf after of the Italian language; ,and, laftly, 
T hat you pafs your evenings in [he beft company. 
I alfo requ;,re a ftriB: confl.lrmity to the hours and 
rules of the Academy. 1£ you will but finilh your 
year in this manner at Turin, I have nothing farther 
to afk of you; and 1 will give you every thing that 
you can afk of me: you tball afrer that be entirely 
your own mafier j I fhall th.ink you fafe.; ihalllay 
afide all aUlhoriry over you, and friendfhip {hall be 
our mutual anu only tie. Weigh this, I beg of 
you, deliberately in yo'ur own ~ind; and confider, 

"'whether the appl ication, and the degree of reftr:tint, 
which'} require bu t one year more, will not be am­
ply repaid by all the adyan tages, and tbe perfeCl li­
berty, which you will receive at the end of it, Your 
OW)} good fenfe will , I am furc, not allow you to hc­
iiratc one moment in your choice.-God blefs you ! 
Adieu, 

P . S. r J ames Gray's letters not being yet fent me 
as I thou ,t they would, I Dlall cnc10fe rhem io my 

4;Jxt, which I believe, will get to Venice as foo~.~ you, 
, LETTER 
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L E TTER CLKXIX. 

London, April the 12th, O. S. 1749. 

DEAR BoY, 

I RECEIVED, by the Jail: mail, a letter frorodlu. 
H arte, dated Prague, April the 1ft, N. ri.; for 
which I defire you will return him my 'th~ lks, and 
aifure him, that I exu emely approve of what he has 
done, and prepafes eventually to do, iC'l your way 
to Turin. Who would have thO\lght you were old 
enough to have been fo well acquainted with the 
H eroes of the B ellum crriccnnaie, as to be looking 
out for their great g randfons in Bohemia, with that 
affeltion with which, I am informed, YUll feek for 
the W allfte'ins, the Kinfkis, &c, ? As I cannot 
afcribe it to your age, J muft to your confummate 
knowledge of HiR:ory, that makes e"elY country, 
and c\-ery century, as it were, your own. Serioufly;' 
I am told , that you are both very frrong and very 
correct in Hiftory; of which 1 ani. extremely glad. 
This is ufefu1 knowledge, 

Camte du Perron and Comte L'lfcaris are ar­
rived here; the fo rmer gave me a letter from Sir 
Charles WiJliams. the latter broug ht me YOU! or­
ders. They are very pretty men, and lu.\'e both 
Knowledge and Manners; which, thou~ they al­
ways ought~ feldom do go' together. 1 examined 
them, particularly Comtc Lafcaris, can rning yo\ -}. .. 

I their 
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their report is a very favourable one, efpeciaUy on 
the fi~e of Knowledge: the quicknefs of concep­
tion, which they allO\~ you, I can eafily credit;; 
bur the attention, which they add to it, pleiles me 
,the ' more, as, I own, 1 expeCted it lefs. ~o on 

in the purfuit and the increafe of Knowjedge ; nay 
'" ! am fure you will, for you now know t~o much co 

flbl' ~nd' if Mr. Harte would letyoll bc!idle, I am 
coovin ,ed fhaf you wuuld nor. But now .. tha~ you 
ha\'e 1 t Leipfig, and are entered into the great 
world, remember there is another object that mull: 
ket:p pace«-with, and aqompany Knowledge; I mean, 
Manners , Politenefs, and the Graces ; in which Sir 
Charles Williams, though very much your frfend, 
owns you are very defi cient. The manners of Leipfig 
muft be fhook off; and in that rcfpeCt: you muft put 
on the ne",:, man. No fcrambling at your meals, as 
at a German ordinary ; no awkward overturns of 
glaftes, plates, and fait-cella rs ; no horfe.play. On 
the contrary, a gent1enefs of manners, a graceful 

- carriage, and an infinuating addrefs, muft take their 
place: J repeat, and {ball never ~eafe rc~p'cating to 
you, Ih~ Gractl, the Gract!. 

I defire that, as foon as ever you get ' to Turin, 
you will apply yourfdf diligently to the 'Italian lan­
guage, that, before you leave that place, you may 
kno\v it well enongh to be :tble to fpeak toler:tbly 
w hen y~ get to Rome; w here you wi n foon fllake 
YOllTrelf~erretHy maner of Ital ian, from the d:tily 
IlJceffity ~u will be under of fpeaking it. In the 
~ean timel I infi~ upon YOllr not neg1elting, much ' 

. 1ef, 
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lefs forgetting, the German you already know j 

which you may not only continue'lbut improye, by 
fpeaking it conll:antly to your Saxon boy, and, as 
often as you can, to the fcveral Germans you 'w.ill 
meet4lith in your WL\'e1S. You remember, no 
doubt , that you mull: never write to me from Tu­
rin , but in the German hnguage and charaCl::er. 
, ITend you tbe endofed letter of recommendzdDn 
to Mr. Smith , the King's ConJul at Venier.; who 
can, and- I d~re L'ly will, be more ufeful'to you 
there than JOY body. Pray make your co'urt, and 
behave your beft, to Monfieur and M arlame Ca­
pella; , who will be of great ufe to you at Rome. 
Adieu! Yours, tenderly. 

L ET T E;R CLXXX. 

Londo~, April t he 19th, O. S. r7~9' 

DEAR BoY , 

TH1S Jet ter will, I believe, fri ll find you at Ve­
nice, in a'II the dillipation of M afquerades, Ridot­
tos, OperaS, &c. With all "my heart; they are 
decent evening amufements , and very properJy fue­
eeed that- fefious appiic:J.tion to which I am filfe you 
devote your mornings. There arc liberal 11d illibe­
ral pieafuTes, as well as liberal and ill ' ral arts. 
There 3(e [orne pleafurc~ that degrade gentlema:'}~ 

as 
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as much as fome trades could do. Sottilh drinking, 
illdifcriminate gluttony, driving coaches, ruftic 
[porn; fuch as fox-chaces, horre-races, '&" are, in 
my ,opinion, infinitely below the honeft and induf­
trious profefiions of a taylor, and a fhoe.llker, 
which are [aid to drrogtr. 

As you are now in a mufical country, where fing­
i"':~ , fiddling, and piping, are not only the common 
topics ·of convcrf:uion, but almoft the principal ob­
jeCts ot\ attention; I cannot ·heJp c3.utioning you 
-againft bving into thofc (I will call them illiberal) 
pleafures £though mufic is commonly reckoned one 
of the liberal arts) to the degree that-moft of your 
countrymen do, when they travel in Italy_ If you 

(lmre Lnufic, hear it i go to operas, concerts, and 

) 

pay fiddlers-to play to you ; but I infift upon your 
neithtfr piping nor fiddlin g yourfelf. It puts a gcn~ 'Irri 

tlcman in' a. vcry frivol ous, contemptible light ; ~ 
. brings him into a great dcal tl bad company; and 
\ takes up a great deal of time, which might be much ~ 
f better employed. Few things would mortify me 

lmore; th:ln to fcc you be:t.~ing 3. part in a concert, ~ 
with a fiddle under your chin, or a pipe in your 
mouth. 

J have had a great de:t.} of converfation Wflh Comte 
du Perron, and Comte Lafcaris, upon your fubjeCt: 
and I,will tell you, very truly, what Comtc du Per~ 
ron (w~ is, itfmyopinion, a very pretty man) faid 
of you. 'II" de r elpri!, Ulf /f1J'lJoir pcu , omllltln II Jon ' 
IIg" unl ~ vivacitl , tt quand il OUI'O pr is du mll-

,iltrlsil jer4. paifait j car ii/a.' IJ1JOUtr qu'il ir1!.t tn(Drl 
SIt • I, 
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!I t ,Oegt; ",pis ula wt11dra. I wasl\-~ry glad to hear, 
from one wpom I think fo good a judge, that you 
waDted nothing but des manierlJ; which I am con­
vinced you will·now foon acquire, in the compal!Y 
which henceforwa.rd! you :lre likely to keep. But I 
muil "add too, that, if you {bolilo not acquire them, 
all the rei! wiiJ be of very little uie to you. Dy ma­

nier-IS, I do not mean bnre common civility; cV"':f 
body muft have that, who would not be kic~ed out 
of company; but I mean engaging, infi mating, 
fuining manners; a diltinguifhcd polirencls, an al­
moil: irreftfrible addre[s; a fuperiar grac,efulnefs in 
all you fay or do: It is this alone that can give aU 
your other talents their full lufrre and value; and, 
confequently, it is this which fbould nov.' be the 
principal objeCt. of your attention . ObCerve mi. 
nutely, wherever you go, the allowed and eftablifhed 
models of good-breeding, and form yourfelf upon 
them. Whatever plenfes you mafi in orhers, will 
infallibly pleafe others in you. I have ofren re­
peated th is to you; now is your time of putciog it __ 
in prall-ice. 

• 
Pray make my compliincnts to Mr. Harte; and 

tell him I have reeei ,-ed his letter from Vienna, of 
the 16th, N. S. but that I l'hall not trouble him 
with an anfwer to it till I have received the other 
JetteJl, which he promifes me, upon the fu~ieCl: of 
one of my laft. ] long to hear from h i·n, after 
your fenlcment at Turin: the months tbJ.t yo.u are 
to pafs there will be very decifive onF for you. 
The e)fercifes of the Academy, and .the. manne.rs- of, 

. . I Courts," 
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Courts, mull he attended to :lnd acquired, and, a.t 
the fame time, your other ftudies continued. I am 
fure you will not pafs, nor defire, one fingJe idle 
hQur, there; (or I do not foreree that you can, in 
any part of your life, put out fix months to greater 
imereft, than dlofe next fix at Turin. 

\ We will talk hereafter about your fray at Rome, 
al,;' ~?' other parts of Italy. Thi!i only I will now 
recommend to you; which is, to extraCt the fpirit 
of every .p lace you go to. In thofe places, which 
are only 'diilinguifhed by clafiical fame. and "alu­
:Lbl~ remaips of antiquity, have your CJaffics in your 
hand and rh your head; compare the antien~ geo­
graphy and defcriptions with the modern; and nc­
ver fail to take notes. Rome will furnifh you with 
bufinefs enough of that fort;, but then it furnifbes 
you with many other objects, well deferving your 
attention; filch 'as deep ecclefiaftical craft and p0-

licy. Adieu. 

LET T E R CLXXXI. 

London, April the '7th, O. S. 1749 • 

. DEl lBOY, 

I HAV~ received your le.tter from Vienna; of the 
19th, N . S. which giyes me great uneaftnefs, upon 

.r. Harte's account. You and I bave rear on to in­
.. tereft 



J9S LOR.D CHESTEft.FIELD'S LET'rEllS 

ter:.eft ourfell'es ,"ery particularly in .every thing that: 
relates to him. I am glad~ howevi r, that no bone 
is broken or diflocated; which be'.ing the cafe, I 

hope he will have been able to purfue his jOI}rney 
to Venice: in that fuppofirion I direa this lenct to 
you at Turin; _ where it will either find, or at leaft 
not wait very long for you; as I calculate that you I 
wilf be there by the end of next month, N. S ." I , 
hope you reflect how much you ha\'c to do there, 
and that you are determined to employ refY mo- . 
ment of your time accord.ingly. You have your 
claffiea1 and feverer ftucl ies to continll'r with Mr. 
H ane; you have-your exercifes to Jearn; the turn 
and manner's of a Court to acquire; referving always 
fome time for the decent amufemems and pleafures 
of a gentleman. You' fee that [ am never agaifJft 
pleafurcs; [loved them myfe1f, when r was of your 
age; and it is as rcafonalJle that you ' ihould love 
them now. But I infifi: ·upon it, that pleafures are 
very combineable with bmh bufinefs and ftudies, 
and h'1Ve a much 9ctter relifh from the mixture.~ 
The man who cannot join bufincfs and pleaJure, is 
either a formal coxcomb in the one, or a fcofua! 
bc:lii: in the other. Your" evenings [ therefore allot 

for company, affemblies) balis, ~d fuch fort of 
. amufements; as I look upon thofc to be the heft 

fcbools for the manners of a gentleman; which no: 
thIng, can give but ufe, obfervation, and ewerience. 

You have, befides, Inman to learn, to \¥hich I de­
fire you will diligently apply; for thOUgll French );, 

I be1i~~re, the language of the Court at Turin, ~ 
, Italian 
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I tal i:ln wilt be vety necefrary for you at R ome, and 
jn other, part~ of Italy; and if you are well g rounded 

jn it while you art :It Turin (as you eafi ly m:1Y, for 
it fs a very cary language), your fubf!!quent fttly at 
R ome will make y,ou perfeCt: in it. ,J would alfo 
have you acquire a general notion of Fortification: 

\.1 mean, fa fa r as not to be ignorant of the terms, 
whicl . you will often hear mentioned in company ; 
fuch as Ra"£;'elll1, Bafl;on, Glacis, ConJrefiarpe, fit . 
In orde r La tilis, I do not propare that you fhould 
make a fiudy of Fortification, as if yuu were to be 
an Engineer; but a very eafy way of knowing, as 
much as ),ou need know of them, will be, to ' y;{ir 

often the fortifications of T urin, in company with 
fome old Officer or Engineer, who will /hew, and 
explain to YOll, the fevcral works themfc1"cs; by 
which means .. you will get a clearer notion of them 
than if you were to fee them only upon p3.per for 
[even years togethe r. Go to origiuais whenever 
you can, and truft to copics and defcriptions as lit-

1:Je as r.offib1e. At you r idle hours~ ~hi lc you :ue 
at Turin, pray I'ea.d the Hitlory of the Haufe of 
Savoy, which has produced a great many very great 
men. The late King t ViCtor Amadl!e, was Ul}­

doubtedly one; and the preren t King is,. in my opi­
nion, another. In general, I believe that little 
Princes~ more likely to be great men, than thofe 

'w~ofe mote extenfive dominions, and fupe!ior 
ftrength, fb.t~r them with a fecurity; which com­
monly produces negligence and indolence. A little 

-I'" trice, in the neighbourhood' of great ones;, muft 
. VOL. II. 0 b. 
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be alert, and look out ibarp, if he wouldJecure Ilis 
own domInions; much more {lin, if he w?uld en ~ 
large them. He muft watch for conjunClures, or 
-endeavour to mak.e them. No princes havo c;ver 
po(feffed this art better than 'thofe of the Houfe of 
Savoy; ;,,,,ho hare enlarged their domin ions prodi ~ 

g:oufly within a cemury, by profiting of con· 
jun8-urcs. 

I fend you here enelofed, :t letter from Conne 
Lafcaris, who is a warm friend of yours : I deftre 
fhat you will anfNer it "ery foon, and very cor­
dially j and remember to make your compliments 
in it' to Conne du Perron. A young man ihould 
never be wanting in thefe ~mcntions; they coft lit~ 
tIc, and bring in a great deal, by getting you.peo­
ple's good word and affeCtion. They gain the he,lft, 
to which I have always ad" ifed you to apply your~ 
felf p.i.rtieularly; it guides ten thoufa~d for one that 
re3fon influences. ~ 

1 cannot end this letter, or (I believe) ::my other, 
-without repeating my recommendation of the Grau/t· 
They are to be met with at Turin: for God's fake, 
facrificc to them, and~ they wi ll be propit iolls . 

. People miftake groffiy" fO imagine that the leaft 
awkwardnefs, in either matter or mann(r, mind or 
body, is :m ind ifferent thing, and not worthy of at- ­
tention. I t may poffibly be a weaknefs inAne (but 
in ihort we are al l fo mnde) : I confefs to ~ou f.lirly, 
that when you !hall come home, anu that I firft 

• fcc you, if I find you ungraceful in your add refs, 
and awkward in your'perfon and dr('fs, it wi ll be"' -'q~ 

pofiible 
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pofiiple for me to love you half fa well as I {bonld 
otherwif~ do, Jet your intrinfic merit and knowledge 
be ever fo great. If t4at would,be your cafe with 
me,' ,as it really would, judge how much worfe it 
might be with others, who have nOt the fame affec­

. tion and partiality for you, and to wh~fe hearts you 
muO: make your own way. 

Remember to write to me confiantly, while you 
3re in Italy, in the German b.ngua~e and charaC\:er, 
till you' can write to me in Italian; which will not be 
till you have been fome time at Rome. 

Adieu , my dear boy j may you turn out, what 
Mr. Harte and I willi you! I muft add, that, if 
you do not, it will be both your own fault, and your 
own misfortune . 

... 

LET T E R CLXXXII. -
London, May the 15th, O. S. '749' 

DEAR BoY, 

'[HIS I~tter will, I hope, find you fettled to y~ur 
fe rious ftudies, and your necc:{fary exercifes at Tu­
rin , aft he hurry and diffipation of the Carnival 
at Venice. 1 mean that your fray at Turin ihould, 
and I flatter m)'felf that it will, be an 'ufeful and or ... 

, namental period of your education j but at the fame 
;Jim" I muft tell you, tbat all my affection for-you 

O. . hu 




