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has ne\"er yet given me fa much an~iett as tnat 
which I now feel. While you are in d~nger, r 
!hall be;o fear; and you are In da:nger at Turin. 
Mr. Harte will, by his carc, arm you as wen ~s he
can againft it; but your own good fenfe and refolu
tion can alone make you invulnerable. ] am in
formed, there are n()'91 many Englifh at the Aca
demy at Turin j and J fear, thofe are juft fa many 
dangers for you to encounter. Who they are, J do 
not know; Qut I well know the general ill conduct, 
the indecent behaviour, and the illiberal views, of 
my young coun~'men abrotld; efpeciuly wherever 
they are iN numbers together. III example is of it-" 
felf dangerous enough; but thofe who give )t fd
dom fiop there ; they add their infamons exhort
ations and invitatiollS ; and, if thefe fail, they ha,"e 

recourfe to ridicule; which is harde:}ur onc of yoUti 

age and inexperience to withfiand, than either of tfle 
former. Be upon your guard, therefore, againft 
thefe battericsJ which will aU be played upon you. 
You are oot font abro:td to converfc with YOlir own 
countrymeh: aI,TIong them, in general, you will get 
littJe knowledge, no languages, and,. I am furc, no 
manDen;. I dcfrrc that you will form no connex~ons,. 
nor (wha.r they impudently call) fril:nd Ol ips, wi th 
thefe- people; wh ich arc, in trUt-h,. only combjua~" 

tions and confpirl.cirs again1t good moral~d good , 
mannersp There is commonty, in young people, 
facility that makes them unwilling' to refufe an 
thing that is afk.ed of them; at fllllU'l)Qije hf)nft, tha 

~cs them alllarn.~~ to refufe;. aod, at thC" Ii 
• tUlle 
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time, an ambi tion of pleafing and !hining jn the 
company thc.y keep: thefe fe\'eral caufc! produce 

th~ b,eA: effeCt in good company, but the \'cry worft 
in bad. It people had no vice;; but their own, few 
would h a~e fa many as they have. F or niy own 

part, J would fooner wear other people's clothes 
th :m th ei r vices ; and thcy would fit upon me juft as 
well , I hope you will havc none; but, if ever you 

h:n'e, I beg, at ieaft, they m:\y he all your own. 
Vices of adoption are, of all others, the molt dif
graceful a'id unpardonable. There are degrees i~ 

vices , as well as in "inues; and [ mull: do my coun
trymen the junice to fay, "they generally talie their 
"ices in the loweft degree. Their gallantry is the 
infamous mean debauchery of n ews, juftly attended 

and rewarded by (he laCs of their health , as well as 

ule ir charaf.l:;,r. Their pleafures of the table end in 
beafily drunkennef~, low riot, brnken windows, and 
vcry often (as they well defe rve) broken bones. They 

... game, for the fake of the ' \-icc , not of "the amufe

ment,. and therefore carry it to excefs ; undo, or ,are 
undone by their companien,s. By fuch conduCt, and 

in fne h company abroad , they come home the un
imp;'O\'cd, illiberal, and ungentlemanlike creatures, 
that one daily fees them; that is, in the Park, and 

in tbe ftreets, for one ne\'e r ,mects them in good 
campan ; whe-Fe tiley have n<tither manners to pre

fent tbemfelycs , nor merit to be recei\·~d. But, 
with the manners of footmen and grooms, they af

[wne their drefs too, for , you muft h:we obfen'cd .' . 
• .. ~hem in the ftrcers here, in piny blue frocks, with· 

• , 03 - oakcn 
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oaken fticks in their hands, and thei r hair greafy 
and unpowdered , tucked up under their hats of an 
enormous fiz~. Thus finifhed and adorned by their 
tranls, they become the difturbe rs of play-houfes; 
they break the windows, and commonly the land
lords, of the t'ayerns where they drink; and are at 
once the fupport , the terror, al"!d the vitlims, of 
the bawdy-houfes they frequent. T hefe. poor mif
taken people think they 1hine, and fa they dca in.,. 
deed; but it is, as putrefaCtion fhines, in the dark. 

I am not now preaching to you, like an old fel -
10w, upon either . religious or moral texts ': I am per

fuaded. you do not W:lnt the beft infrruCtions of that 
kind ; but J am ad\rifing yon as a friend, as a man 

of the world, as one who would not ha\'e you old 
wbile you are young. but would ha\'e you take all 
tlle pleafures that rcaJon points out, ... :md thilt de .. 
cency warr.1nts. I will therefore fuppefe, for argu .. 
ment's fake (for upon no other account ca" it be 
fuppofed), that all 'the "ices above-mentioned were 
perfetlly innocent in themfelves; they would £tin'" 
degrade, vilify t and fink., thore whp practifeq them; 
would obftruct their rifing in the world, qy de~ 
flog their characters; and give them a low tum of 
mind and manners, abfolutely inconfifieflt with the; r 
making any figure in upper life, and great bufine{!. 

What I h~\'e now (aid, togcth<?r with rtJur own 
good fenfe , is, 1 hope, fufficient to arm you ag.tipft 
the feduC\:ion, the im'iutions, or th~ pro1ligat~ 0-

hortalions (for I cannpt call them temptations) of 
~hofe "unfortunate young people~ On dW other ..... 

. hand, 
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band, when they would engage you in thefe: fcheme.>, 
conten.t yourfelf with a decent but fteady refura!; 
avoid controverfy upon fuch plain points. You are 
t60 'young to convert them, anri, 1 truft, too wife 
to be Qonverted by them. Shun them, not only in 
reality, but en!n in appearance, if you would be 
well received in good company j for people will al
ways be fuy of receiving a man, who comes from a 
place where the plague rages, let him look ever fa 
healthy. There are fame expreffions" both in 
French and Englifh, and fame ch3.ta8:ers, both in 
t hofe two · a.nd in orher countries, which have, I 
dare fay, mified many young men to their ruin. 
Unt honn/le dibauche, une joUt debauchc; an agreeable 
rake, a man of pltnJure. Do not think that this 
means debauchery and profligacy: nothing like it. 
It means at waft the accidental and un frequent irre
gularities of youth and vi\'acity, in oppofition to 
dulnefs, formality, and want of fpirit. A CrHmnerct 
gakz"" infenfibly formed with a woman of falliion; 
a glaf~ of wine or two too much \l.nwarily taken, in 
the warmth and joy of good company: or fame in'
nocent frolic, by which nobody is injured; are the 
utmon: bounds of that life. of pleafure, which a man 

. of fenfe and decency, who has a regard for hi s ella.
,ra&er, will allow himfe1f, or be allowed by others. 
Thofe ...,ho tranfgreCs them in the hopes of {hining', 
mifs their aim, and become infamous, or at leaf\: 
contemptible. 

The length or iho;tnefs of your fray at Tupjll will 
fl:lfficiently inform me (e\-c'll thOllgtl M r.,· Harte 

- 0 4'- lhould 
• 
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1hould not) of your conduct there; for, as I haV-ls 
told you before, .Mr. H ;u,l:c has the fuiClei{ orders 
to ctlrry you :tway immediately (rom thence, upon 
thc firfi tlfld leafi fympton of infeCl:ion that he dif
covers about you; and I know him to be too con_ 
fcientioufly fcrupulous) and too much your friend 
and mine, not to execute them exactly. M ore
over, I will inform you, that I fhall have confrant 
accounts of your behaviour from Comte Salmour, 
the GOl'crnor of the Academy ; whofe fon is now 
llere, and my particular friend. J have alfo other 
good channels of intelligence, of which 1 do not ap ... 
prife you. But, fuppofing that all turns out well at 
Turin , yet, as I propofe your being at Rome, for 
the Jubilee at Chriftmas, I delire that you will ap-. 
ply yourfelf diligently to your exercifes of dancing, 
fencing, and riding, at the Acadcml.-i as well fUf 
the f~ke of rour- heahh and growth, as to faibi on 
and rupple you. You mull: not ne.glctl: your drefs 
neither, but t:tke Carc to be bim mis. Pray fend for 
the beft Operator for the teeth, at Turin , ~bere I ~ 
fuppofe there is fome f:unous one; and let him put 
rour~ in perfeCt order; an ~l then take care to keep 
them fa afterwards your[clf. You had very good 
teeth, and I hope they are fo frill ; but even thofe 
who have bad ones ihould keep them clean; for.: 
tl iny mouth is, in my mind, ill manners: ~ filort, 
negleCt nothing th:a Cln pofIibly plcafe. A : thou
{and nameleCs little things, which riODody can de
f~ribe, but which every body feels, confpirc to form 

,hat 'lIIbfJle of pieafing ; ' as !h~ feverail'",cci of a M"" 
1i\ic. , 
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laic_work, though fep""arateIy of little bea"uty or va
lue, wh~n properly joined, form thofe be;!.utiful 
figures which pleafc every body. A look, a gef
tlire~ :m attitude, a tone of voice, all bear thefr 
parts iR the great work of pleafing. T he art of 
pleafing is more particularly necefiary in 1'0ur in
tended profeffion, than perhaps in any other ; it is, 
in truth, the firft hal f of your bufinefs; for, if you 
do not pleafe the Court you are fent to, you will- be 
of very little nfe to the Court you arc: ftnt from. 
l'leafe the eyes and the cars, they will introduce 
you to thl! heart; ::md, nine times in ten, rhe heart 
governs rhe underftanding. 

Make your court particularly, and !how diftin
guifhcd attentions, to fuch men and women as are 
beft at Court, higheR:: in the fafhion, and in the 
opinion of .the puhlick; fpeak advantageoufiy of 
them, behind their backs, in companies who, yo~ 
have rearon to believe, will tell them again. Exptefs 
your admiration of the many gCtat men that the 
Honfe of S:woy have prorluced; obferve, that Na
ture, infiead of being cxhaufted by thofe efforts, 
feerns to have redoubled them, in the per[ons of the 
prcfcn t King, and the D uke of Savoy: wonder, at 
this rate, whe,re it will end; and conclude, that it 
muft cnd in the government of all Europe. Say 
th is, likewifeJ where it will probably be repeated, 
but fay it unaffectedly, and, the 18ft. efpecialJy. 
l\'irh a kied' of enjollement. There little artS' are very 
allowable, and mufi be made ufe of in [he courf. 

. of 
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of the world; they are pleafing ~o one party, . ufeful 
to the other, and ir~uri ous to nobody. 

What I have raid with regard to my countrymen 
in general docs not extend to them all without ex
ception ; there arc fome who h'll'e 'both merit and 
manners. Your friend, Mr. Stevens, is among the 

latter, and I apprO\'e of your connection with him. 
You may happen to meet with fome others, whofe 
friend{hip may be of great ufe to you hereafte r, ei
ther from theil; fuperior talents, or t!l eir rank and 
fortune; cultivate them : but then I deGre that Mr. 
H arte m.ly be the judge of thofe perfoos. ' 

Adieu, my dear child ! Confider ferioufly the 
importance of the two next y~ars, to your charaCier, 
your figure, and your fortune. 

. 

LET T E R CLXXXl!I. 

London, May the 22d, O. S. '749. 

D BAR :BOY, 

I RECOMMENDED to you in l!ly laft an inno
cenf piece of art; that of flattering people behind 
.their backs in prcfence of thofe who, to make their 
own court, much more than for your fake, wil~ nOt 
fail to repeat, and even amplify, the prai re to the 
party concerned. T his. is, of all ~atteiy, the moil:: 

ple.ling, , 
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tl>leafing, and confequently the moil: eff'eCl:ual. 
There are other, and many other inoffenlive arts of 

th is kind, which are neceiTary in the courfe of the 
\\torld, and which he who praCl:ifes the earlieft. wiil 
pleafe ·the man, and rife the foonect. The fpirits 
and vi vacity of youth are apt to negleCt them as 
ufeiefs, or rejeCl: them as troublcromc. But fubfc

quent knowledge and expcrrence of the world re
mind us of their importance, commonly when it iii 
too late. The principal of thefe things is the mar-

I tcry of one's temper, 'and that coolners of mind, and 
f,ercni ry cff counte~3.nce, which h inders us from dif-

t cO\'ering, by words, aCtions, or even looks, tllofe 
paffions or fentiments , by which we are inwardly 
moved or agitated : and the difcoycry of which 

gives cooler and abler people fueh infinite advan_ 
tages over ~~s, not only in great bufine[s, but in all 

( t he moO: common occurrences of life. A man who 
, docs not poffe[s himrclf enough to hear difagrecable 

things without "ifible marks of anger and change 
of c,ountenance, or agrecJ.ble ones without fudden 
hurfts of joy and expanfion of countenance, is at 
the mercy of every artful knave, or pert coxcomb: 
he fo rmer will provoke or pleafe you by defign, to 

catch unguarded words o r looks; by which he will 
eafily decypher the feerers of your heart, of which 

you fhouId keep 'he key yourfclf, and [ruft it witi) 
no man living. The latter 'will, by his abfurdity, 

fUld without inteod:ng it, produce the fame difco
'veries, of which dthcr people will avai l themfelvea. 

You will fay, .poffibly, that · this coolnefs.{nufi be 
confti-
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conftitutional t • and conrequently does not depend 
upon the wiU; an(I I will allow thllt conftitution has 
forne power over us; but J will maintai n too thllt 
l'cop)c ,-cry often, to 'cxcufc themfelvcs , Yery . un

juftlyaccufe their confti tutions. Care and ' refl ec
tion, if properly ured, will get :he better; and a 
man may as [urely get a habit of lerting h is fe-Jfon 
pre\'ail over his conftitution, as of lett ing, as moll: 
'people do, the latt er pre\fa il over the fo rmer. If 
you find yourfelf fubjcCl: to (udden {tarts of paffion, 
or madnefs, (for I fee no difference between them , 
bat in their du ration) , refok e within y~mrelf) at 
lean, never to fpeak one word while you feel that 

emotion within you. D etermine too , to keep your \ 
countenance as unmoved and unembarratrcd as po[
fibJe ; which llcadinefs you may get a hab!t of by J 
conftant attention. I ihould defire not.hing hetter, 
in any negociation, than to ha\'e to do with one of 
thefe men of warm, quick p;(ftons ; which I wo~ld 
take care to fet in motion . By artful pro\'ocations, 

1 would extort raih lnd unguardca expreffions ;. an"d, l 
by hinting at all the feveral things that I could fu[
pea, infallibly difcon:r the true one, by the alter
ation it occafioned in the countenance of the perHm. 
1I0ito fciolto con pen fieri 'pretti is a moll ufeful maxim J 
in bufine[s. It is fo necdlary at 10me g'.lm.es, fuch 
as Sirlan, ff<Jlinzc, &e. that a man who had not the 
command of his temper and countenance, would io· 
bllibly be undone by thofc who had, e en though 
they played fair. Wh~reas. in bufinefs, you al. 

ways play with iharpers; to whom, at leaft, you 
. iho~ld 
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:f'h.ould give nq fa ir ad\'antages. It may be objelt:ed, 
that J am DOW recommending diffirnulation to 'you: 
I both' own and juftify it. It has been long faid , 
!/l..ui.ntftit diJIimulart, neftit regna~c: [ go frill farther, 
arid .faYt that wi thout diffim~lalion no bufmefs can 
be car~ied on at all. It is .imu/ation that is falfe 
mean, and criminal: that is, the cunning wh ich. 
Lord Bacon calis crooked or left-handed wifdom, 
and which is nc\'e r m:u:le ufe of but by thofe who 
have not true wifdom, And the fame great man 1 

fays, that diffimula.tion is only to hide our own 
cards ; wJ1ercas fimul ation j, put on in order to look. 
into other people's. Lord Bolingbroke, in hi~ 

., Idea of a Patriot King;' which he has lately pub
lifhed, and which I will fe nd you by tlie firfr oppor
tunity, fays very juftly, that fimu1:l.tion is a jlilefto ; 
not only an unjull, but an unlawful , weapon, and 
the ufe of it vcry rarely to be excufed, never jufti
fi ed. Whereas difIi.!1'lulation is a ihield, as fcc.rccy 
is armour; and it is no more pomble to pre[cn'e ft
ereey in bufincfs without fome degree of difJimul.a4 
tiOlt, than it is to fuececd in bufinefs without feerec)". 
H e ~oes on, and fays, that tllofe two arts, of difti4 
mulation and feercey, are li ke the alloy mingled 
with pure ore : a little is nccdfary, and will noc: 
debafe the cQin below its proper ftand:ud; but if 
wore than that li ttle be employed (that i!, fimula
t ion and cunnlng)t the coin lofes its currency, and 
the. coiner, his credlt. 

, Make yourfclf abfolute mafier, therefore, of your 
umper 6fjd your countenance, fa farJ at leaft, a.t 

that 
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that no vifible dlange do appear ill either, whatever 
you may feel inward ly. This may I difficult, but 
it is by no means impoffible; and as a'man of fenfe 
lIe\'cr attempts impoffibilities, on one hand : on th~ 
other, he is never difcouraged by difficulti~s; on 
the contrary, he redoubles his induftry and his dili
gence ; he perfev.eres , and infall ibly prevails at 1aft. 
In any point which prudence bids you purfue, and 
which a manifeft utiliry attends , let difficulties onl)r 
animate your induftry, not deter you from the pur
(uit. If one way has fai led, try :mother ; be active, ~ 
perfevere, and Y01rwill conquer. Some people are 
to be reafoned, forile flatte red, fome intimidated, 
and fome teazed into a thing; but, in general, all 
are to be brought into it at laft, if fkilfullyapplied 
to, properly managed, and inddatigably a:tacked 
in theif fevera) weak places. The time fhould like
wife be judicioully chofen; every man lias his mollja 
tmpora; but that is far from being all day long : and 
you would choofe your time very ill, if you applied 
to a man about one bufinefs, when his head was full 
of another, or when his heart was full of grief, "an- '/ 
ger, or any other difagreeable fentiment. 

In order to judge of the infide of others , ftudy 
yoor own; for men in general are very much alike;. 
and, though on~ has ~ne prevailing paffion, and an
other has another, yet th,eir operations are much the 
fame-; and whatever c:ngages or difgufts, pleafes or 
offends ,you, in others, will, mUI4!;s mutandis, en
gage" difguft, pleafe, or offend others, in you. ' 
O bfervc, with the uunoft attention, all the opera-.. 

tioM 
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tions of your own n:tind, the nature of your paffions .. 
and the ,rarious' motives that determine your will.; 

and you may, in a great degree, know all mankind. 
For infiance ; do you find yourfelf hurt and morti. 
ned when another makes you feel his fuperiority, 
:md yo~r own inferiority, in knowledge~ parts, 
rank, or fortune? you will certainly take great care 
not to make a perfon, whore good will, good word~ 

illtereff, efieem, or friendihip, you would gain , 
feel that fuperiority in you, in cafe you have it. )f 

d ifagreeable infinuations, fiy fneers, or repeated 
contradictions, teaze ,and irritate you, would you 
ufe t.hem, where you willi to engage and pleafe ? 
Surely not; and I hope you willi to engage and 
pleafe , almoft univerfally. T he tempu tion 'of fay
ing a [man and witty thing, or bon mot; and the 
malicious applaufe with which it is commonly re
ceived, has tnade people who can fay them, and 
fr ill oftener people who think they can, but cannot, 

,and yet t~y, more enemies, and implacable ones too, 
than anyone other thing that I know of. When 
Judl"th ings, then, thall happen to be faid at your 
e:xpence (as fometime:; they certainly will), r.efled: 

,ferioufly upon the femiments of uneafinefs, anger, 
and rcfentment, which they excite in you i and 
confu:le~ whetl?er it can be prudent, by the fame 
means, to excite the fame fentiments in others 
againft you., It is a deciacd folly to lofe a friend t 

.for a jeft; .but, in my mind, it is not a much lefS{ 
Alegree of follYt to make an enemy of an indifferent 
and neutral perfon, fQr the fake of a }Otl mot. When 

. .' thin ~ . . 
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t hings of this kind happen to be ('lid of you, tire 
moil: prudent way is to feenl not to fUPP,?fe that 
they are meant at you, but to c iffemble and con
ceal whatever degree of anger you may feel inwa1"dty ; 
and, 1hould they be fo plain, that )'OU C:l,nnot be 
fuppofed ignorant of their meaning. to join in the 
lallgh of the company againft ),ourfelf ; ncknow
-1edge the hit to be a fa ir one , and the jeft a good 
ooe, and playoff the whole thi ng in feeming good 
llUmour ; but by no means reply in the fame WOl.Y; 
which only iliows that you are hurt, and publ itlle$ 
tbe vidory which you migh t h:1\'e .. concealed. 
Should the thing rai!!, indeed, injure your honour, 
or moral charaCle rJ ' there is but one proper reply; 
v.'hieh 1 hope you never will haT"c oceafion to make. 

As the female part of the world has fame influ
tnet, and often too much, o\'er the maie. your 
conduCt with reg~rd to women (I mean women of 
{afhion, for 1 cannot (uppore you capable or con
'ferling with any others) defen 'es: fome {hare in your 
l efleClions . • They are a numerous and loquacious 
body: their hatred would be more prc-judicial, ' than 
their friendthip can be advantageous to you , A ge
neral compi:l.ifancc, and attention to tbat [ex, if 
therefore elbbli1hed by cuftom, and certainly '-n("
ceff'ary: But wh("re you would particularly pleafc 
any 'one, whofe fituation, intcrcfiJ or conneCtions, 
can be of ure to you, you mufr 1how particular pre
ference. The lC'aft attentions pleafe , ·the greateft 
charm them. ~.rhe innocent, but pleafing flatter,

of their. perfoos, however grofs, IS greedi ly [wal-
lowed, 
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lowed, and kindly digefted; but a feeming regard 

( 

for thei~ underfiandings" a recming defire of, and 
deference for their advice , together with a feeming 
_ con,fidcnce in their moral virtues, turns their heads 
intireJy \n your favour_ Nothing fuocks them fo 
much as the lcaft appearance of that contempt, 
which they are apt to [ufpeCt tnt!n.of entertaining o( 
their capacities : and you may be very fure of gain
ing their friendfhip, if you feem to think it wonh 
gaiOiOg_ I-Jere diff'unulation is very often neccfrary, 
a.nd even fimulati~n fometimes :l.llowabJe j which, as 
it pJeafes them, may be ufeful to you, and is inju
rious to nobod y_ 

~ T his rom fueet, which I did not obfen-e when I 
began upon it, as It alters the figure, (hortens too the 
length of my letter. 1t may very well afford it: my 
anxiety for you carrics me infenfibly to thefe lengths. 
1 am apt to flatter myfelf, {hat my experience, at the 
latter end of my life, may be of ute to you) at the 
beginning of yours ; and I do not grudge the grcatell 
trouble, if it can procure you rhe leaft advantage. 1 
e\'en r'cpeat frequently_ the fame things, the better 
to imprint them on your young, and, I fuppofe, yet 
giddy mind" and 1 fhall think that part of my time 
the beft employed, that contributes to make you em~ 

- ploy your" well. God blefs you, child! 

* The original i, written upon 3 Olttt of paper, the comer 
of whieh is torn, \ 

'" I VOL. n. P. LETI'ER 
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.London, J une the 16th, O. S. 1'749 • 
. 

DEAR Bo Y, 

I DO not guefs 'where this le'tter \~ ill :find you; b~t 
I hope it will find you well: I direCt it eventually 
to Laub:tch; from whence, I fuppofe, you have 
taken care 'to have you'r letters fent after you. 1 re-' 
ceived no accounts from Mr. Harte by laft poft; 
and the mail d~e this day is not yeT c\')me in; fo 

. that my infonnat ions come down no lower than the 

zd J une, N. S. the date of Mr. Harre's Inft letter. 
As I am no\., eafy about your health , I am only cu

rious about your motions , which, I hope, have been 
either to Infpruck or Verona ; for 1 .difapprove ex
tremely of your propofed)ong and troublefome jour
n ey to Switzerland. \Vherever you may be, I re
commend to you to get as much I talian as yoo can , 
before you go either to R ome or Naples: s. little 
will be of g reat uf~ to you u{5"on the road; and the 
knowledge of the grammatical part, which yo u can 
eafily acqui re in two or. three months, will not only 

• facilitate your progrefs, but accelerate your perfeCtion 
in that language, when you go to thofe pl~ces " 
where jt i ::.- generally fpoken; as Naples, R ome, F1?' 
rence, &c, 

Should the flate of your health not yet admit of 
your ufuai1 application to books, you may, in a g'h::1t 
degree, and 1 hope you will repair that lofs, by ufe 

ful 
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ful ' :l{ld inftruaive converfations with Mr. Harte: 
you may., for example, defil'e him to gi" e you, in 
converfation, the ourli nes~ at leaft, of Mr. Lo~ke·3 
Logic '; a general notion of Ethics, 'and a verb.'li 
epitome, of Rhetoric; of all which, Mr. Harte will 

. give you clearer ideas in h:llf an hour by word of 
mouth, than the books of moO: of the dull fellows 
who have written upon thofe fu bjects would do in a 
wec;k. 

I have waited fo long for the poil, which I hoped 
would come, that the pofr, which is jun going out, 
obliges me io cut this letter iliort. God blefs you , 
my dear child, and reftore you {oon to perfea 
health! 

M y compliments to Mr. Harte ; to whofe care, 
your life is the leaft thing that you owe. 

• 

L E T T E R CLXXXV. 

London, J une the 22d, O. S. 1749, 

DEAR: BoY, 

THE outftde of your 'letter of the 7th, N. S: di
rected by yo~ r own pand, ~ve me more pleafu.re, 
than the tnfide of any other letter ever did . I re
ceived it yeftetday, at the fame time with one from 
M'-'Harte , of the 6th. They arri ved ~t a -,;ery pro-
ler time, fur ther:~)llnd a confultatioll of Phyiieians 

L P!1' in 
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in my room, upon account of a fever, which I had 
fOT four or fi\"c d:tys, but which has now. jmirely 
left me. As Mr. Harte fays, that Jour lungs, now 
and then, give you It litlle pain; and thatJollr f wt(lings 

to11lt\cnago variably; but as he mentions notbi ug of 
your coughing. (pining, or f\\'cating; the DoCtors . 
t ake it for granted, that you are intirely (ree from 

thofe three bad f)'mptoms; and from thence con
clude, thac the pain, which YOll fomctimes feel upon 
your lungs, is only fymptomarical of your rheuma
tic diforder, from the prcffure of the mufcJes , which 
hinders the free play of the lungs, But however. as 

the lungs are a point of the utmofi imponance and 
delicacy, they inflit upon your drinking, in all 
events, affes milk twice a day, and goats whey as 
often as you pleafe, the oftener the better : in your 
common diet, they recommend an ~ttention to pec
torals, fuch as fago, barley, turnips, &e. Thefe 
rules are equally good in rheumatic, as in conrump
tive GIJes; you will therefore, I hope, ftricHyob
ferve dIem; for" I take it for granted you are above 
the filly li kings, or diflikings, in which filly people 
indulge,their tailes, at the expenee of their healths. 

] appro\'e of your going to Venice, as much as I 
difapproved of 'your going to Switz~rlaml. I fup
poft that you are by this time a~rivcd; and, in that' 
fuppofition, I direCt: this letter there. But, if 'you 
fuould find the heat too great, or the warer ofen-
1i\'e at this time of the year, T would 112ve you go 
immedbtcly to VerQna, and fiay there till the ~a[ 
heats are over, before you return to Venice, \ 

, T~ 
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T he time you will p robably pars at Venice will 

allow you to make you rrelf mafie r of that intricate 
llnd fi ngular fo rm of government, of which few of 
our t ravellers know any thing. R ead , afk.., and fee 
every thi:lg that is relative to it. T here arc, Eke-

• wife , many valuable remains of the rem9tdl: antI 
quity, and many fine pieces of the Antico j\llodcrno ; 
311 which defcrve a different fort of attention from 
that which your countrymen commonly give them. 

They go to fcc the~ as they go to fee rhe Lions, 
and Kings on horf\!back, at the Tower here ; only 

to fay that they h3.\'c feen them. You will , I am 
fure, view them in anothet light; you will confider 
t hem as you would a Poem, to which ind~ed they' 
are akin. You will obfer"c, whethe r the fculptor 
has animated bis fione, or the painter bis canvas, 

into 1 he j uft expreffion of thofe fentimenrs and pur
fions, which iliould charnCterik and mark their fe . 

veral figures. You will.:xamine, likewiJc, whether 9 • 

in their groupes, there be an unity of aCtion , or 
proper' relation; a. trurh of lIrcCs and manners. 
Sculpture and painting are very juft!y called liberal 
arts; a liv-e1y and (hong imagination, together witll 
a jufl: obfervatioo , being abfolurely neceffolry to ex-

I cel in""eil& ; whii;h. in my opinion, is by no means 

j he cafe of mufic, ' rhough called a liberal an, "and 
Inow in ItnlY ~p~d even abm'c the other tWO; a. 

\ pr60fof the decl ine ofthar country. The Venetian 
fchool produccro many great painters, futh as Paul , 

{

onefe, Tl tiao, Palm~, &i(. hy whom you will fee, 
weU in private haufes, as in churches, very··fine 

\ p . 3 1 pieces. 
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pieces. The Lalt Slipper, by P~ul Veronefe, ic the 
church of St. George, is reckoned j his capital per
formance, and deferves )'our attention; as does al[o 
tbe famous piCture of the Cornaro fam ily, by Titian. 
A tafte of fculpture and painting is,· in my mind, as 
becoming. as :l t:ult: of fidd lin-g and piping is unbe
coming a man of fafhion. The fonner is conne8:ed 
with Hiftory and Poetry; the lait er, with nothing 
thar l knmv of, but bad company. 

Learn Italian as [aft as C\ 'er you can , that you may 
,be able to underftand it tolerably, and [peak it a 
little, before you go to Rome and Naples.· There 
are' many good l-liftorians in that language, and ex
cellent T ranfiations of the -antient Greek and Latin 
Authors; which are called the Col/ana: bur the only 
two ltali,ln Poets, that deren'e your acquaintance, 
are Ariofto and Taffo ; and they undoubtedly have 
.great merit. 

Make my compliments to Ivlr. Harfe, nnd tell 
Jlim, that I have confulted about his leg; :md that, 
if it was only a fprai n, he ought to keep a tight 
bandage about the part, for a confiderable time, 
and. do nothing eIfe to it. Adieu! JubtIJ Ie ben, 
",alert. JI 

~:. ..... ;-;:.J , . ; .. ~ I ..", .... ~ '::l'lJ 
;~. _..--¥ ,,/f il. V. 

- .. j ' • 

I 



TO HIS SON • 

• • 
LET T E R CLXXXVI. 

London, J uly the 6th, O. S. '749' 

DEAR BoY, 

As I am now no longer in pain about your health, 
which, I trull, is perfeCtly reftored; and as, by the 
various accounts I have had of you, I need not be 
in pain about your learning; 'Yollr correfpondence 
may, for t41e future, ttlrn upon lefs important points, 
r;omparariveJy, though ftill very importaot ones: I 
mean, the Knowledge of the 'vVorld, Decorum, Man
ners, Addrefs, and all thofe (commonly cailed lit
tle) accomplifhments. which ~re abfolutely necef
fary to give greater accomplifhments their full value 
and luftre. . 

·Had I the admirable ring of Gyges, which reo
der~d the wearer invifib le; and had I., at the (ame 
time, thofe magic powers, which were very common 
for.m~erlYJ but are now vcry fcarcc, of tranCporting 
mx.fe,lf. by a wiOl, to any gi\·en place ; my firO: ex
pedition would be to Venice, there to rectl1l1u;itr~ you, 
unfecn myfelf. I would, tirft, take you in the morn
jng, at breakfaft with Mr; Harte, and attend to 
your natural and unguarded coOl"crfation with him; 
from whence, r think, I could pretty well judge of 
your natural rum of mind. How I ihouJd rejoice, r« I overheard you aIking Iti~ pertinent queftions " 
upon ufefui fubjects! or m:lk.ing judicio~~ re.flec-

p 4 dons 
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tions upon the ftudies of that morni ng, o'r the .p __ c
currences of 'the former dJy! Then 1 would follow 
you into the different companirs of he d~y, and 

ca~efully obferve in what manner YOll pr("fen~ed 

y~)Urfdf to, and beha\'ed yourft::lf with, .men of 
fenfe and dignity: whether your add refs was re
fpeaful, and yet eafy; your ai r modeff, and yet 
unembarra.ff'ed: :lOd I would, at the fame time, pe

netrate into their thoughts, in order to know whe
ther your firft obprd made that advantageous impref
fion upon their fancies, which a cerrain add refs, air; 
and manneTs, nenr fail doing, J would,rafterwards, 

follow you ro the mixed companies of the evening ; 
fueh as aifemblies , [uppers, &,. and there watch if 
you trifled gracefully and genteelly; if your good
breeding and poli tenef~ made way fo r your parts and 

knowledge. Wit'h what pleafure fhould r hear peo
ple cry out, Che gOt'bOID Cavaliert, ,pm" i puli/p, difin
wIlD, JPiriJofo! If all thefe things turned out to my 
mind, I would immediately aifume my own fhape, 
become \'ifible, and embrace you : but, if the con· 
t rary ha.ppened, I would pre-ferve my invifiBil ity, 
make the bcft of my way home again, and fink my 

tlifappointment upon you and the world. As, un
fortunately, there fupernatural powers of Genii , 

Fairies, Sylphs, and Gnomes, have had the fare of 
the oraoles they fucce-eded, and have ceared fo r fome 
time, I mllft content myfelf (till we me.et natu

rally, and in the common way) with ·Mr. H arte's 
written accounts of you, and the verbal on,es whiC

I now apd then receive from people who have feen 

you. 
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~. However I I believe _it would do you no harm, 
if you would always imagine that J were prefent, 
and fa\v' and heard every thing you did and faid. 
, There is a certain concurrence of va'rious little 

circumftances , which compoCe what the French call 
faimabh ; and which, now you are entering into the 
world, you ought to make it your particular, ftudy 
to acquire. Without them, your learning will be 
pedantry, your converfation often improper, always 
unpleaf:mt. and your figure, howe\'er good ' in itfelf. 
awkward and uncngaging. A d.iamond, while rougb, 
has indee. its intrinfic ,'alue; bot, till polifhed, is 
of no ufe, and would neither be fought for, nor 
~rorn . Its great iufire, it is true, proceeds from its 
folidity, and ftrong' cohefion of parts: but without 
rhe la11: polifh, it would remain fo r ever a dirty, 
rough mineral, in the cabinets of fame. few curious 
collectors. You have, I hope, that folidiry and co· 
llefion of parts; take now as much pains to get the 
luftre. Good company, if you make the right ufe 
of it, will cut you into !hape, and give1'oU the true 
brilliant poli1lI. .A propes of diamonds : I have rent 
you by Sir J ames Gr:lY, the King's Minifter, who 
will b'e at Venice about the middle of September, 
my own diamond buckles ; which are fitter for YOllr 

young feet, than for my oId ones: they wi ll pro· 
perly OOo1'n you; they would only expofe me. If 
Sir J ames fin~s any body whom be can truft, and 
who will be> at Venice before him, he will fend them 

,A that perfon; but if he fhould not, and that you 
r . Ihould 
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1hould be gone from Venic~ befo re he gets . th;!~, 
)le will in tbat cafe gi \'C' th~m to )'Our baoker, Mon
n eur Cornet, to forward to you, wh ever you may 
then be. You are now of an age at which . the 
adornig.g your perfon is not only not ri(] iculous; but 
proper and becoming. Negligence would imply, 
either an indifference about pleafi ng, or eIfe an in(o
Jen t fecuriry of pleafing, w: thout ufing thofe means 
to which others arc obliged to have recoUl fe . A 
th orough cleanl inefs in your perf on is as neceffilry, 
for"your own health, as it is not to be offenuye to 
other people. W afbing yourfe1f, and rubbing your 
body and limbs frequently with a fiefh -brufh, wi ll 
cond uce as much to health as to d eanEne(s . A 
particular attention to the d eanlinefs of your mouth , 
teeth, hands, and nails, is but common decency, in 
order not to.offend people's eyes and nofes. 

I fend you here eoelofed a letter o'f recommen
dation to the Duke of N ive rnois, the French Embaf
fador at Rome ; who is , in my opi nion, one of the 
p retti eft men I ever knew in my life. I do not 
know a better model for YOIl to form your(elf upon: 
pray obferve and frequent him as much as you can. 
He will !how you what M anners and G races are. 
I {hall, by fucceffi\'c pails, fend you more lCfrers, 
both for R ome and Naples ~ where it will be your 
own fault intirel}", if you do not keep the \"ery beft 
company. 

As you will meet [warms oC Germans wherever 
you go, I defi re ~ th~t you will confian tly conver •. 

with 
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1i\h them in their own language, whi ch will im. 
l)fove, you in that language, and be, at the fame 
.time, an agreeable piece of civility to them. 
, Your fray in Italy will , J do not doubt, make you 
critically mafter of Italian; I know it maY:t if yqu 
plea[c , for it is a very rcgu1ar, and con[equcntly a 
very eafy' l:mguage. Adieu! God blefs y'ou ! 

• L E T T E R CLXXXVII. 

London, J uly the 20th, O. S. Ii49. 

D EA R BoY, 

I \VROTE tel Mr. Harre Jaft Monday, the 17th, 
0.5, in anrwer to his letter of the 2.oth J une, N. S. 
which I had received but the day before, aft~r an 
internl of eigh t pofu; du ring which, I dier Dot 
know whether you or he exi rted, and indeed I be· 
gin to think that you did not. By that letter you 
ought at .rhis time to be at Venice ; where I hope 
you are arri"ed in perfect health, after the baths of 
Tieffer, in cafe you ha\'e made ufe of them. r hope 
they are not hot baths , if your lungs are ftill tender. 

Your friend the COl1ltc d'Einfiedlen is arri ved 
here : he has been at my door, and J have been at 

Jlis j butwe have not ye ~ met. H e will dine with 
,.,. me fome day this week. Comte Lafcaris inquires 

after you very frequently, and with grea.t. OltfeClion : 
pray 
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pray anfwer the letter which 1 forwa. rded to yo~ 
great while 3g0 from h im. You lTh1Y en cJof~ you~ 
anfwer to me, and I will take care to gi,'e it him. 
T hofe attentions ought never to be omitted, they 
coft little, and pleafe a great deal; but the neglelt of 
them offends more than you ean yet imagine. Great 
merit, or gre:lt failings. will make you refpeCled or 
defpifed; but trifl es , little attent ions, mere noth ings, 
either done or neglected, will m3kc you either liked 
or diflikeu. in the general run of Ihe wurld . Ex
amine you,felf why you like fueh and fueh people, 
and diflike fuch and fuch others; and you ~ill find, 
that th6fe different 'fentiments proceed from very 
{light' cau[es. Moral virtues art: the foundation of 
fociety in general , ane! of. fri endfl,ip in panicular; 
but Attentions, Manners, and Graces, both adorn 
and ftrengthen them. My heart is fa fC.t upon your 
pleaflIlg, and cGnfequently fuccceding in the world. 
that poffib)y 1 ha,-e already (and probably thaI! 
again) Tepeat the fame things moer· :md over to you. 
H owe,-er. to err, if 1 do err. on the furer fide, J 
ihall continue to communicate to you thofe obfer\"':1-
rions upon the world, which long experience has 
enabled me to make, and which I have generally 
found to hold t rue. Your youth and taleDt!!, armed 
wi ~h my experience, may gO:l great w,'y; and that 
armour is \"t:ry much at you r fervice , if YOIl pleafe 
to wear it. J premifc." t ha.t it is nOt my imagination, 
b ut my memory, that gives you thefe ru1es: I am 
nOt writing pretty, but ufefu! refleccions. A man of "'" 
fenfe foon .di fcovers, b ecaufe he o.refully obferves, 

.. where, 
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• 
\.. where, and how long, he is welcome; :md takes care 
. (0 leave the company, at leaft as fooo as he is wifhed 

out or it. Fools never perceive where:. cllCy are 
either ill-timed or ill-placed. 

I.am this moment agreeably flopped, in the courfe 
of my refletl:ions, by the arrini of Mr. Harte's let
ter of the 13th July, N. S. to Mr. Grevenkop, with 
one enclofed for your Mamma~ I find by it, that · 
many of his and your letters to me mull: have mif
carried; for he fay s, that I have had regular accounts 
of you : whereas all thofe aeeonnts ha\'e been only, 
his letteli of the 6th and yours of the 7th June, 
N. S.; hi s of rhe 20th J une, N. S. to me; and nO\v 
hi s of the 13th July, N. S. to Mr. Grevenkop. 
However, finee you are fo well, as 1\1r. H;J.rte fays 
you are, all is well. I am extremely glad you ha\re 
no complaint upon your lungs ; but 1 defire that you 
will think you have, for three or four months to 
come. Keep in a courfe of afl"es or. goats milk, for 
one is as good as the other, alld poffibly the latter is 
the beft; and let your common food be as petl:oral 
as -Y0ll can cOn\'eoiemly make it. ~ray tell Mr. 
Harte tlilt, according to his delire, I have wrote a 
](tter of thanks to Mr. F irmian. I hope you write 
to him too, from time to ti me. The letters of re
commendation of a man .of his melit and learning 
will, to be fure, be of great ufe to YQu among tlle 
learned . world in Ira.! y; that is, provided you take 
care to keep up to the character he gives you in 

". "them; otherwife they will only add to' your ~i[

grace. 
Confider 
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Confider that VO:1 have loft a. good deal of time ' 
by your illnefs; fe tch it up now y~ are well . • AL 

prefent you thould be· a good ceconomift of ·your 
moments, of which company and fights will cla im a 
confiderable thare-; fa that thofe which rem,ain· for 
ftudy muil: be not only attentively, but greedily em
ployed. .But indeed I do not (ufpea you of one 
fIngle moment's idJen'efs in the whole day. l tllenefs / 
is only the refuge of weak minds , and the hol yday 
of fools. 1 do not call good company and li~eral 
pleafures, idlenefs; ' far from it; J recommend to 
you a good fharc of both. L 

I fend you here -enclofed a lette r for Cardinal 
Alexander Albani , which TOU will gi\'e him as foon 
as you can get to R ome, and before you deliver any 
others; the Purple expeCts that preference; go next 
to the D ue de Nivemois, to whom you are recom
mended by feveral people at Paris, as well as by 
myfelf. Then you may carry your other letters oc
cafiooaUy. 

Remember to pry narrowly into every part of the 
government of Venice : inform yourfelf of the Rif
tory of that R epublic, efpecially of its moil. re
markable a::ras; fuch as tbe Lil.UI de Camhroy} in 
1509, by which it had like to have been deftroyed ; 
arid the confpir:l.cy formed by the M:l.l'quis de Bed
mar, the Spanifh Ernbaffador, to fubjeCl: it to the 
Crown of Spain. The famous difpures between that 
Republic a.nd the Pope are worth your knowledge ; 
and the writings of the celebr:l.ted and learned Fr~ 
Paolo Iii ~~rpi, upon that occafion, worth your read-

mg. 
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~g. It was once the greateft commercial Power in 
~u;ope, and in ~e ~4th and 15th centuries made a 

confiderable 'figure; but at prefent its commerce is 
decayed, and its riches confequently dec reafed; and, 
far fmq-t meddling .Q.0\v with the affairs of the Con

tinent, i,t owes its fecurity to its ~eutrality and ineffi
ciency: and that recunty will laft no longer, than . 
till one of rhe great Powers in Europe engroffes the 
Teft of Italy; an event which this century poffibly 
may, but which the next probably wi ll fec. 

Your friend Camte d'Einfiedlcn, and his GanT
nor, have .been with me thi s moment, and deli\'cred 
me your lerrer from Berlin, of February the 28th, 
N. S. I like them both fa well, that I am glad you 

• 
did; and ftill more glad to hear what they fay of 
you. Go on, and continue to cl eferve the praifes of 
thofe who deferve pr:lifes themfeJ vcs. Adieu. 

1 break open this letter to acknowledge yours of 

the 30th J une, N. S. which I have but this inftant 
received, though thirteen days antece!1cnt i.n date to 
Mr. ,.Harte's laft. I never in my life heard of bath
ing four hours a day; and 1 am illlpati~nt to hep.r of 
you r fafe arrival at Venice, after fo extraordinary an 

operat ion •• 

, 

) 

LETTER 
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LET T E R CLJLUVllI. 
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London, July the 3,0th, O. S, '749, 

J?EAR BoY, 

MR. HARTE'S let ters and y..ours drop in upon 

me moft irregularly; for I received , by the I~ poft, 
one from Mr. Harre, of the 9th, N. S. and lhat 
which Mr. Grevenkop had received from him, the 

poft before, was of the 13th; at laft, 1 luppofe, I 
:£hall receive them al l. .~ 

I am very glad that my letter, with Dr. Shaw's 

opinion, has leflened your bathing; for, fmce I was 

bOrn, I never heard of bathing four houri> a day; 
which would [urely be too much , even in Medea's 

kettle, if you wanted (as you do not yet) new boil

mg. 
Though, in that letter of mine, ] propafed your, 

goil}g to Infpruck, it was only in oppetition to Lau
fanne, which I rhought much t OQ long and p:rinful 
a journey for you; but you will have found, by my 

fubfequcnt letters, that I inrirely approved of Ve.-
nice, where I hope you have now been "'me time, 
and which is a' much better place for you to I;,efide 
at, till you go to Naples, ihan either Tietfer or Lau
bach. I love Capit.11s extremely; it is in Capitals 

that the beft company is always to be found; ancI, . . 
c;onfequently, "the beft manners to be learned. Th~ 

very belt: provincial places have forne awkward-
. nelles, 
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es, that diftingu{h their mooners from thofe of 
l-/~ Metropolis. A propoJ or"Capitlls; I fend you 

re nvo l ~ttcrs of recom~endation to Naples, from 
Monfieur Finochetti, the Neapolitan Minifter at the 
H ague; and in my next 'r £hall fend y~u two more. 
fron; the ' fame perfon, to the f.1me place. 

I have exaniined Comte Einfiedlen fo narrowly, 
concerning you, that I have extorted f rom him a 
confe~ion, that you du not care to [peak German, 
unlef:; to fuch as underftand no other language. At 
this rate , }'Oll will never fpc.ak it well , which I am 
very defiwliS that you ihould do, and of which you 
would~ in time, find the advantage. Whoever hilS 
not the command of a language, and does not fpeak 
it with fuci lity, will always appear below himfelf, 
when he converfes in 1113.t language : the want oC 
words and .phrafes will cra~p and lame his thoughts. 
As you now know German enough to exprefs your· 
felf tolerably, fpeaking it ","ery often wiU foon make 
you fpeak it \"ery well: and then you will appenr in 
it whatever you are. What with your own Saxon 
fervant, and the (warms of Germ!ns you will meet 
with wherever you go, you may have opportlmitie.. .. 
of converftng in that language half the day : and I 
do very ferioufly defire that you wilJ, or eIfe all the 
pains you have alread·y taken about it are loft. You 
will" remember likewife, that, t iU you can write in 
Italian, you are ahvays to write to me in German; 

Mr. rbrte's conjeCture concerning your diftemper 
fe:","s to be a very reafonable one; it agrees inti-rely) 
fv,th mine , wh ich i ~ the univerf:il rule by .~hich 

VOL. 11. Q e ..... ery 
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Cl'"cty m3n judge!f of, another man's opinion. . Bu \ ~ 

~ whaltYCr may have been the cauft of your rheum:l ;~ 
diforde r, the effects are frill to be attended to ; anet 
as thae muft be a rcma.ini ~g imony in your blood, 
ymi ought to hare regard to t HI. , In your cornmon 
diet as well as in your medicmes; both which ihould 
be Qf a fweetc:ning alkaline nature, and promotive of 

perrpiration . Rheumatic complaints are very apl: to 
returo, and thofe returns would be vcry vexatiou5 
and detrimental to you, at your lage, and in your 
courfe of travels. Your time is, now particuhrly, 
ineftimable ; and every h'!Sur of it, ~t prt fent, worth 

more than a year will be t.o you twenty years hence. 
You are now' laying the foundation .of your ' future 
character and [ortone ; and one- fingle franc wanting 
jn that foundation, is of more confequcnce than 
fifty in' the [upetftruaa.re; which can always be 
mended and tmbdlilhed, if the foundation is folid. 
To ~arry Of} the metaphor of building : I wou!d wiib 
you to be a Cori~n edifice, upon 2 !fufcan fOund.:
arion j ' the latter having t e utmoft firC!ngth an fo
lidi ty to fupport, and the forme.! all poffiWe o~na,.. 
ments do decorate. The Tufcan column is ~coar e, 
clam y, -;:;d unpleafant; nobody looks at it twice; 
the Corinthian fluted column is beautiful and at~ 
t talti ve i but, without a folid foundation, can har<lly . 
be feen twice, becaufe it m~ft foon tumble dOWA .. 

Yours affe8.ionately. 

., 
\ 

LETTER 
~------------------------- I 
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, 
tETTER CLXXxIX, 

Loridon; Auguft the 7th; 0. S. 1749" 

D~AR BoY, 

· By Mr. ~aite's iettei tei m:e' of the 18th Jalr; 
N . S. which I fecei\'ecl by. the laft ptJft, 1 <lm at 
length informed of the partieulars both of j10ur pait 
diftempef, and of your futUre motions. As to the 

· former! i al)l now co"nvinced, and fa is DoCtor Shaw. 
that your Iun'gs were Qnly fympto"maticaUy affected: 
and that the' rheumatic tendency is what you are 
chiefly now to guard againftf' but (for grc:l.tcr fecu~ 
tity) with due aitention 11ill to your lungs, as if th~y 
had been, and frill were, a.little affeCted. In eitlier 

• 
cafe, a cooling. PeCtoral regimen is equally good. 
BY ,cooling, I mean cooling in its confequcnces, not 
cold to the palate; for no~hing is more daugerow 
than very cold liquors; at the vcry time that one 
longs . fof them the moLl:; which' is, ! when one is 

· "ery hot. Fruit, when full ripe, is' ,'cry wholefome; 
but the'n it mult be within certain bounds as to 
quantity; fot I have known many of my country
men die of bloody fluxes, by irt~ ul ging in too gre~t 
a qua~tiry of fruitl in thofe countries, where, from 
the goodnefs and ;! ripenefs of -it, they thought it 
could do them no harm. Nt quid nimil, is II moil: 
~x~llcnt rul~ in every thin!); but cOfnlIlonly th~ 
Jeafr obferved, by people of your age, in any tIling. ~ 

Q. . AI 
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As to your future motion,s, Jam. very. wei, PJea~:J 

with them, and g reatly prefer your nt.ended fray \', ... 
Verona, to Venice; whofe almofl: 1b,gnating waters ' 
mufti at this time of the );~ar, corrupt die air. - ,Ve
ronl. has a pure and clea r air, and, as I am i{.lformed, 
a great deal of good company. ~arquis Maffei, 
alone, would be worth going dlcre for. YOIl may, 
I think, "ery well Jeavc Verona 3bout the middle of 
September, when the great heats will be quite .o\·cr, 
and then make the heft of your way to Naples ; 
where, I own; I want to hayc YOll, by way of pre
caution (I hope it is rather over cautio~ in cafe of 
the 'leaft remains bf a puhl1<;mic diford!: r. The a~
phi theatre at Verona is worth.your att~ntion; as are 
alfo many buildi'ngs there and at Vicenza.} of the fa
mous Andrea Palladia, whofe tafte and ftyle of 
bvilding were truly antique. It would not bc :imifs, 

• jf you employed three or four days in learning the 
fi,-c Orders of Archire£t:ure, with ~eir general pro
portions; and you may know all that you need 
know .of them in that time. Palladio's own book 
of Archi teCt-u re is the beft you can make ufe of for 
that purpofe, fkipping over the loweft mechanical 
parts of it, fucli a~ the materials, the cement, &c, i 

Mr, Harte tell s me, that your acquaintance with 
-the Clamcs is renewed; the fufpenfion of which has ' 
been fo ihort, thut I dare fay it has produced no 
coldnefs. I hope, and belie\Tc, you arc now fo 
much mafier of thein, that 'two h ours every day, 

( uninterruptedly, for a year or two more, will tna~e 
you .perfeCl:lj fa ; and 1 think you cannot now allot 

, wcm 
I 



TO HIS SON. 

~ em a greattr fhare than that of your time, can· 
,..2'-:idering the many other

j 
things you have to learn 

"and to do. You mull know 110W to fpeak and write 
I taJian perfectly: you mufr learn fpme Logic, forne 
G eometry J and fome Aftrono'my; not to mention 
your Exercifes, where they are to be learned; and, 
above all, you muft learn the " Todd, which is not 
foon learned,,; and only to be learned' by frequenting 
good a~d various companies. , 

Confider, therefore, how precious e\'ery mo~ent 
.of time i! to you now. The more you apply to you r 
bufinefs, "'the more you win tafte your pleafure!l . 
The exercife of the mind in the morning whet-s the 
appetite for the pleafures of d;e c,'ening, as ,much 
as the exercife of the body whets the appe~ite for 
ru nner., Bufinefs and plcafure, rightly- underftood, 
murually affift eadl other; inftead of being ene
mies, ,as filly or dull people often, think them. No 
man taftes pleafures -uuly, ,who does not earn them 
by ' previous bufinefs j , and few people do bufinefs 
weU •• who do nothing elfe . 'R emember. that when 
] fpeak of pleafures, I always mean the elegant plea
Cures of a rat ional Being, and not the brutal ones of 
a fwine. I mean h, Bonne Cbere, !hart of Gluttony; 
Wine, infin itely !hart 6f drunkennefs j Play, with
out the leaft gaming i nnd Gallantry, without de
bauchery. There is'a line in aU thefe things, whic!t 
men of fcnCe, for greate r fecurity, take care t~cp 

:l ~ood deal on the right fide of; for I ficknefs, p:\in, 
cont(!mpl, ahd inf:uny, lie immediately on the othef. 
fide of it, M~n of fenfe and merit, in aij Oiher Te-

Q 3 . fpeC\s, 
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~I 

, {peas, may h!1ye haa forne of thefe failings; bu~ 
then thqfe few examples, irlitca,p / inviting us ~"" 
imitation, 1'hould only put us the more upon CU! ' 

gu.:ud againft: ruch weakndfes. Whoe.ver thin'k$ 
them failijonablc, will not be fa himfelf I l ' have 

l
Often known a flllh ion:lble man lu\~e forne one vice t 

, but I never in my life kn.ew a viciow 1m- a failiion- J 
abJ.CJIl!!1 . vi& is as de~ding ;; it i~ crimin~. ' f 
Pod blefs you, my de.r child I . // . dl . I,,; ~" ~/<t- 1h,_ 

( 
( -.., 

~==========,,~~i 

. 
LETT E R CXC. 

I-?ndqn~ Au&"ft the !~th, '749, 

. DEAR BoY, . 

L ET' us rdume OQ,r refleCtiqhs uPQn Meq, their 
charaCters, their manners; in a word, o~r. Ieflex ion~ 
upon th; W orld . They m~y help you to foim 
yourfeJf, and [0 knpw others. a knqwledge, ,-ery 
ufeful at all ages, ycry rare at yours. It feerns as if 
it were nobody's bufinj:!fs to communicate it to young 
Men. Their Mafters t~ach them, tingly, the-;an
guages, or the fc iences ?f their feveral dep~rtments; 
and a,re J-ndeed generally incapable of tea~~ing them 
t:.~ orId; their Parents are often fQ H~O, or at 
IJeaft negle& doif!g i~; either from avof~tian;J In
'.difference; or fr90l an opinion, that fhrowing t he~ 
into me world (as they c~J1 it) i. we beft way of 

,., j • ,l t. .. 

• ' teaciting 
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eaching it them. This laft notion is In a. great 

4 \tcgret ,true; that is, the W ~r1d-can doubtlefs never 
'be well known by theorY': practice is abfolutcly ne

cefrary; hut furely It is' of great ufe to a young man, 
~fore he feu out for that country, full of mazes, 

\V~dings, and turnings, to h;l\'c at leaft a general 
map of it, 'made by fome experi en~ed traveller. 

, 

There is a certain dignity of manners abfolutely 
necefIary, ro make even the rnoft valuable character 
either refpe¢ted t1r refpeehble. . . 

Horfe-play, romping, frequent and loud fits of 
lang te r, jokes , waggery, and indifcriminate fami ... 
l iarity, will fink both merit and knowledge into ;
degree of contempt. They com pore at moft a merry 
fellow; and II. merry fellow was never yet :l re(pe&. 
able m:m. In.difcriminate familiarity either offenda 
your [uperior;, or eIfe dubbs you their dependent, 
and led-captain. It gives your inferiors juft, but 
troublefome and improper claims of equaliry. A 
joker is ne;l.r ak in to a buffoon; and neither of rhein 
is th~ leaft related to wit. Whoever_ is admitted or 
fought for, in company, upon any other accoun t 
than that of his merit and manners, is never re
{pea-ed there, but only made ufe of. We wi ll have 
{ucll-a-one, for he frngs prettily ; we .will invite 
fuch-a:-one to a ball , for he dances well; w~ will 
have fuch-a-one ~t · fupper , (qr he is always jok.ing 
and laughing; we will afk :mother, becaufe h~ 
de~p at all games, or becaufe he can drink a gre:tf ' 
deal. Thefe' are all "il if}ring difrintlions , mortify ... 
ing preferences, and exclude' all ideas of cftc.em ana 
'--'-______ Q;..4~._ regard. 
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regard. Who~ver ';1 l Ind (as it is called) in co7n~ 
pany, for the take of al)Y one thi ng mgly, ~s fi ngll( 
that thing, and will never be contid red in any othcr ,...l 
light; confequently never .refpd8:ed , let his merits 
be what they will. 

This dignity of Manners, which iJ recommen<i'fo 
much to you, is not onJ), as different from pride, as 
tr ue courage is from b'lufiering, or tme wit from 
joking ; bur is abfolutely inconUl1ent with it j for 
nothing vilifies -and degrades more than pride, T~e 

pretenfions of dle proud man are oftener treated with 
fneer and contempt than with indignatron: as we 

offer ridiculoufly too litde to a tradefman, who a(ks 
ridiculou!ly too much foy his goods; but l\\e do not 

llagg}e-with one who only afks a juft an~ reafonablc 
prIce. 

AbjeCt flattery and indifcriminate affentation de
grade , as much as j'ndifcriminate contradiCtion and 
noify debate difguft-. But a modeft afferti.on of 
one's awn opinion, and a complaifant acquicfcence . 
in pther people's, preferve dignity. 

Vulgar 10w cxpreffions, awkward motions' and 
addrefs, vilify, as they imply either a very low turn 
of mind, or low education, and low company. 

Frivo1ous curioftty about trifles) and a laboriom 
::mtntian to little abjech V'llich neither require nor 
deCerve a morii'ent's thought, lower a man; whQ 
f}Qlfr:lhcncO" is thought land not unjuftly) incaplblc 
Vf greater matters. Cardinal de Rerz; yery fagaci
Oufiy, marked out C\lrdinal Chigi far;:;. little tn'i~d , 
trom the moment he told him be had wrote thrce; 

yean 
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years with the fame pen, and. that it w;u an excel
Jen, gpod one Itil l. 

• A certain degree of exterior feriou[ncfs in looks 
aod' motions gives dignity, without excluding wit 
and ' d6cent chearfulnefs, which are always {erious 

~mfc1ves. A conllant [mirk upon Ithe face, and 
n. whiffling aCi::ivity of the body, are ihong indica-

• tions- of [uti lit}'. Whoever is in a hurry (hews that 
the thing he is about is roo big for him. R aite and 
hurry are very d iffe rent things. 

I have only mentioned fome of thore things which. 
may, ana do, in the opinion of cile world, lower 
and fink chara8:e rs, in other refpeas 'Valuable 
enough; but J have taken no notice of thore that 
affect: and fink the moral charaClers. They arc 
fufficiently obvious. A man who 11:15 patiently 
been kicked, may as well pretend to courage, as a 
man, blaftcd by vices and crimes, may to dignity 
of any kind. But an exterior decency, ;lnd dignity 
of manners, .will even keep fuch a milO longer from 
finking, than otherwife he would be : of fuell con
feqtl:Die is the T~ TJ'f'/l"~Y, even thoug.h affeCl:ed and 
put on! Pray read frequently, and \Vi~h tbe ut
moO: attention; nay, get by heart, if you can, that 
incomparable chapter in Cicero's Offices, upon the 
T~ O:::p<'II"U, or the Decorum. It contains whatever is 
necefTary fo r the dignity of manners. 

I n my ' ne)<..t [ will fend you a generai .... ~ of 
,?>urts; 301 region yet unexplored by you; t;t*. 
which you are one day to .inhabit. The ways are 
generally crooked and fu ll of turnings, f9metimes 

ftrewcd 
• • 



-34 LoaD CHESTBRPIILDo, LBT'!' ••• 

hewed with flowers, fomctimes choaked up with 

briars; rotten ground and deep rits frequently lie 
conceale:d under a fmooth and pl~afing . furface: all 
the paths are flippery, -and every flip is dangerous. 
Senfe and difcretion muft accompany y~u :l.t your 
firft fet,ting out; but, notwi~andipg thofe, ull 
experience .. is your guide, you will every now and 
then ftep out of your way, or ftumble .. 

Lady Chefterfield has j uft now rceei,'ed your Ger
.rrum.letter, for which {he thanks you; :!he fays, the 
language is very correct; and I can plainly fee the 
charaaer is well fo rme:d, not to fay better than 
your Englifh charaCt:er. Continue to write Germ'an 
frequently, .that it may become quite familiar to you. 
Adieu. . 

LET T E R CXCI. 

Lo~don, Auguft the. 21ft, 0 . S.'749' . . 

DEAR. BoY, 

By the 1aft letter du.LI received !rorp Mr. Harte, 
of the 31ft July, N. S. I fuppofe you are now either 
at Venice or Verona, and perfectly recov~red of· your , 
Jay:;i!iriefs; which, I am daily more and more coo-
.. ~ncedJ had no confumptive tendency: however, 
for fame time frill, faius lomnll J'iJ} fn RVQj/, be 
regular,,,,,d live peelor,lIr' 

• You 
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• 
Vou will foon be at Courts, where\. thougb you 

I tRill nQt be concerned, yet refle8:ion and obfern,.. 
\., tion upon what you fee and heir there may be of 

u(e \0 you, when hereafter you max come to be 
conc·erned in Courts yourfdf. Nothing in Couns 
is nellyas it appears to 1;>e j often very different:. 
fornetimes dir~Ct:ly contrary. ·In tereft, which is'the 
, eal (pring of e\'ery thing there, equally creales and. 
difio}ves friendfhips, produces and reconciles enmi .. 
~ies i or, rather, all ow~ of neither real friendfhipMlO!' 
~nmities ; for, as Dryden very jufily obferves, ,oli-

o· lici411ll1titbtr /()'Vt nor hate. This is fo true, that yoa. 
may think you conneCt: yourfelf with two friends to. 
dny, add be obliged, to morrO\v, to make your ~ 
tion between them as enemies: obferve, therefore. 
fuch a degree of rererve with your friends, as Dot 

tQ put yourfd f in their power; if they fhould bc
-=-ome your enemies ; and {uch a degree of modera. 
tion-with your enemies, as not to make it impoffiblc 

for them to become your friends. 
Courts are, unqueftion3bly, the feats of politendi 

a.nd' good-breeding ; were they not fo, they would 
be the feats of naughter :lnd defo1ation. Thofe who . 
now fmile upon , and embrace. would affront ::md flab 
each other, if man~rs did not interpofe; but Am .. 
bitien and Avarice, the two prevailing paffions at 
Couns, found Diffimul:ttion more efteCtu:l.i than 

Violence; and Diffimulation. introduced th;.t '!'~it 
of politenefs which diftinguifhes the Courtier fr~ 
~c Country Gentleman. In the fQrmcr cafe ~e 

.firongeft 
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ftrongefi: bo?y would prevail i in the latter, the 
tlrongeft mind. 

A man of parts and efficiency need not flatter .. ~ 
every body at Court; but he muft take great' c~re 
to offend nobody perfonally j it being in t1~ power 
of very many to hurt him, who cannot [erve him. , . 
H omer ruppofes a cbin let down from Jupiter to 
t he eanh, to conneel: him with morrals . There is, 
at all Courts, a £hain which conneCts the Prince or 
t l1& Minil1:er with the Page of the back-flairs , or 
the Chambermaid. The King's 'wife, or miftrefs, 
has an influence over him; a Lover ha!! an influence 
over her ; the Chambermaid, or the Valet ~e Cham
bre, has an infiuente over both j and fa ad Illfinitum. 

You muft, therefore, not break a link of that chain 
by which you hope to climb up to the Prince. 

You muft renoun'~e Courts. if you will not con
nive, at knaves, and tolerate fools. Their number 
makes them confidera~le. You fhould as ;little;. 
qU1I're1, as connect yourfelf with either. 

Whatever you fay or do at Court, you may de
pegd upon it, will be known; the bufiners ,of molt 
of tbore , who crowd levees and anti-chambers, be
ing to repeat all that they fee or hear, and a great 
deal dlat they ,neither fee nor hear, a~cording as 
they are inclined ' to the perfons -concerned, or ac
cording to the wifhes of thore to whom they hope 
t~k~ their court. Grl:at caution is therefore ne-

. ... ;:ffary; and i f, to great caution, you can join 
feeming franknefs and opennefs, you will un:te' 

wl~at 
L-____________________ ~ ______ ~. 
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witat Mochia'fJd reckons very difficult, but very ne .. 
cdfary to be united; 'flo/to fliolto ( pmfia-i foetli. 

t. Wo'meQ are very 11pt to be ~ingled in Coun in~ 
trig1les; but they cJe[erve attention, better tha.D 
confidence: to hold by them, is a very precarious , 
t~ure . 

. J am agreeably interrupted, in thc[e (cfleaions. 
by a letter which I have th is moment receiveq from 
Baron Fjrmian. It contains your panegyric, and 
with tlie ftiongeft· proteftations imaginabJe, that he 
does you oniy juftice. I received ~his fuvourable~ 
count of ~rou with pleafure, and I communicate it to 
you with as much, While you defcn'c praife, it is 
reafonable you {bould know that y~u meet with it; 

and 1 make no doubt but it will encollrage you in 
perfevering to deferve it. This is one paragraph of 
the Baron's letter. H Ses m(Eurs, do"s Ull age fi un~ 
"dre, regUes ftlon loules Its loix d'ulte morale cxatle 
" el fen/!(; Jon npplicalion (that is what I like) 4 tout 
" ct qlli lapptlle /tude JbieuJt, el Belles Lellres, lIo'ga 
H net de fombre memt d'un Fafie PMollltJque, Ie ren~ 

u dent Irh.digne de 'lI0S tendres Joins ; el j'ai I'hol1ntttf 

" de vous alitrer que chacun ft loutra bctJucuup de fln~com . 
' ,' tnefce aife, el de fln amilit: fen oi profile tJ'lJtc plaijir 
"ic; el'Q Vim"e, elje me (Tois tres-hcureux de la per. 
" mij/im qu'it m'a accordet de la continiltr par 10 'lIliie de. 
" IttlffS -." R eputation, like health, .is prefer\'ed 

..... and 

... ,( NotwitMlanwng his great youth, his manners.are ~ 

., bted by the moli wlexCC'~~ionable rules of fenfe. and of mo
., rality, Hi, applica,tioll OhQt ;1 whQI J lilt) . to el:ery kind of 

:' fcriow 



and increafed by the f~crie means by which' it is e~~ 
I quired. Continue to defire, and defer~e praife, and 

you will certaiWy find it. Knowleage, adorned by 
manners, .will infallibly procure it. Confidet, \ that 
:you have but a little way farther to get to your jour
ney's end; therefore, for Goers fakef do nOt 'fiackp
JOur pace: one year and a balf morel of found appli .. 
eltion, Mr. Harre afiure;; me, willfinifh his work; 
and, when his work is finifhed well, your own \Viii 
be very emly done afterwards. LeI maniern cJ /(1 

G'r':ctl are no irpmaterial parts of that work; and- I 
beg that you ",ill gi\'e as much of your atJcntion to' 

them as to your bo.oks, Every thing depends UpOr1 

them: ftn-r.o dj no; ogni falita i 'Ilona. The Tarious 
companies you now go into will procure them.1'ou, 
if you will carefully obferve and form yourfelf'upon· 
thore who haYe them. 

Adieu I God bIers J'ou! and may you 
fcrve that affe8:ion with which I am now, 
• 

ever de .. 
Yours! 

or ferious dud),. as \~ell as to polite literature, without even the 
"' 103ft :appearance of oJlent:ttioul pedllutry, render him warthy 
.. ot your mofi tender afl-"e8ion j and 1 ha.r..e the honour ~f alA 
.. furing you, that every Ollt eannot but be plea(ed with the ac
.. quifition of his acquaintance, and of his (riendthip. 1 have... 
., profi ted ",f it, both 'here and. at ·Vienna i aDd thall Cfter.m !Dy
•• felf,'eryhappy,'o make ufe of thepermiffion be has giveIl", 
•• g£ wDlinuing it brletler," 

LETTER 
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LET T E R CXCII. , 
.London, Sept. 5th, O. S. '749, . . 

' ,DEAR BoY, 

I HAVE receil"ed yours from Laubach, of the 
J7.th of Auguft, N. S. with the enclofe~ for Comte 
Lafcaris; which I have given him, and with whicb 
he is extremely pleafed, as r a.m with your ace t 

of Carniolj.. I am ve ry glad that you attend to, and 
inform yourfelf of, the political objelt.s of tlle coun
tries you go through. Tr<lde and manufaCl:ures are 
very 'confiderable, not to fay, the moO: impoftt.O.t 
ones; for, though Armies and Navies are~he fuining 
marks of the ftrength of countries, they would be 
very in paid, and confequently fight very ill, if 
manufactures and commerce did not fupport tborn. 
You have certainly obferved in Germany tbe inef
ficiency of great powers; with great rra"8:, of coun
try,. and fwarms of me!l i which aTe abfofutdy. ufe
Iefs, if nOt paid by other powers, who have the re
fourc.es of manuf<laures and commerce. ' .ThiJ we 

lave lately experienced to be the cafe of the two 
Empreff'es of Germany and Rufiia: England, 
France, and Spain, muft pay their refpe.tli 'ic allies, 

, or they IllAY &3 well be withoUt them. 
I have no~ the leaft obje&ioQ. to YOUT taking, 11i

to the b&r~in, the obfernti6n of natural curiofitieS; 
they arc very welcome, providcd they do not ' take 

up 
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up the room of better things. But the forms of So
vernment, the maxims of policy, the il:rengtb or 
weaknefs, the trade and comnlcrce of the"feveral 
countries you fee or hear of, are the importam; ob- . 1 

jelts which I recommend to YOl,lr moft minu~e in-
.. quiries, and moil: ferious attention. r I thought tllflt 

the Republic of Venice had, by t.his time, laid afide 
that filly and frivolous piece of policy, of endea
vouring to conceal their form. of government; wh~cf\ 
~ body may know, pretty nearly, by taking the 

pams to read four or five books, which explain aU 
the great parts of it; and, as for fame of the little 
wheels of that mp.cbine, the knowle<ilge of them 
would be as little ufeful ro others, as dangerous to 
themfelves. Their beft policy (I can t~l! t~~m) is 
to keep quiet, and to offend no one great Power, 
by joining 'with another. Their efcape after the 
Ligltt of CambrO) fhould prove an ufeful letran to 
them. 

f am glad you frequent the afi"cmblics at Venice. 
Have -you feen Monfieur and Madame Capello; and 
how did they receive you? Let me know who are 
the Ladies whofe houfes you frequent the moff. 
Have you feen the Co~telfe d'OrfeHka, Princefs of 
Holftein? Is .Comte Algarotti, who was the te1lant 
there, at Venice? 

You will, in man,Y parts of lta1y, meet with num
bers of the Pretender's people (Engliih, Scotch, and 
flth, fugiti\res), efpec:ially at Rome; and probnbly 

the Pr~[ender himrelf. It is none of, your bufinefs 
to deqare war on thefe people; as little as it is your 

. • in tereft , 
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inter~ft, or, I hope, your jnclination~ to conned:: 
yourfelf with them: and therefore I recommend to 

. you a petrea- neutrality. Avoid them as much as 
you. can with acceney and good manAers; but, 
when Y9.U .cannot, avoid any political converfation 
or d.ebates with them} tell them that you do not 

. concern yourfelf with political matters; tbat you 
are neither 11, maker nor a depofer of Kings j that, 
when you left England, you left a King in it; and 
have 'not finee heard either of his death, or of any......-! 
revolution that has happene4 ;, and that you take 
Kings and Kingdoms as you find them ; but enler 
no farther into matters with them, which can be of 
no ufe, and might bring on .heats anel quarrels. 
W hen you fpeak of the old Pretender, you will 
call him only the Chevalier de St. George; but 
ment ion him as feldom as poffible. Should' he 
chance to fpeak to you, at any affembly (as, I am 
told, he fometims does to the Englifh), be fure th:lt 
you feern not to know him; and anfwer him civilly, 
but .always tither in F rench or in Italian ; and give 
him, in. the former, the appellation of }'fDnjieur, 
and in the latter, of SignDrt. Should you meet 
w~th the Cardinal of York, you will be under no 
difficulty ; for he has, as Cardinal, an undoubted 
r,ight to Eminenza. Upon the wholt, fee :lny of 
thofe people as little as poffible ; when you ti ~ fee 
them, be ci\'il to htm, upon the foo ting of 
ftrangers; but pever be drawn into any alterca· 
tioRs with them, about the imaginary right of their' 
King, IS they call him. 
• VOL. II. . R . It 
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It if to no fott of purpofe to talk. to thofe PlOptc 
of tbe natural r\ghts of manlcind,· and tbe particular 
conftitutioq. of t~i3 Goun~ry. Blif\ded by prejudiees, 
faured by misfortunes, and templed by the in necef
noes, they are 15 incapable of rearoning rig~tly, 8.$ 

they havo hitherto been of acti n~ wifely,,' 'Ihe . lat~. 
lbrd Pembroke pever would kqow a(lY tiling that-he 
had not a mind to know; and , in this cafe, J advife 

you to follow his example. Never know either the 
father or the two fons, any orherwoe than as- fo
reigners; and fa, not knowing their ' pretenfionSt 
you hat'e nQ QCcafion to difpu r~ thef% - ... 

1 can never l)e1p recorpmending to you the ut

moft attention and care, to acquire leI M'lIli(r~s, 10 
tfoltrnure, et /11 Graces d'un Galanl Hlmme, eI J'u" 
Homm; d, ~ur. - They fhould appear in every iOQk, 
in every action; in your acklrefs, and even in your 
drefs, if you would either pl(afe or rife in th~ wUJI~. 
That you may do both· (and both I\fe in your power) 
is moft ardently wi1hed you, by Yours. 

P. S. J made Gomte Lafcaris {how me yoW ]etter, 
""hich I li ked very wdl: the ltyJe was eafy and na
tural ..... and the French pretty correCt. T hen. wer~ 
fo few faults in the orthography, that, a litt~ mor~ 

obfervation of the beft French authors, wil~ make , 
you a .~orreCl: mafier of that necefrary language. 

I will not conceal from you, t:hat I have lately 
had extraordinary good accounts ~f you from an 
"unfufpelt:ed and judicious perron; who pr~mifes 
me, that, with a little more of the world, yout 

MIUIQerl 



M~n .. rs and Addrefs will equal your knowledge. 
This i"the mort pleafing ~ me, as thofe were the 
two article., of which I was tbe moft doubtful. 
T.he[p--commendations will nor, I am perfuaded, 
make. you vain and coxcomical, hut only encourage 
YQU to go.on in .the right way. 

-
LET T E R exellI. 

London, Sept. nth, O. S. '749, 

D SA.R BoY, 

11l fcetns ex.traordinary, but it is ,"ery true, that 
my anxiety for you increafes in proportion to the 
good accounts which I receive of you from all 
bands. r proll)ife my(elf fa much from you, that 
.I dread the leaf\: dif.'lppointment . . You are now fa 
near the port which I ha.ve fa long wilhed and la.

·b&4.+r~d to bring you fafe into, that my concern , 
would be doubled, {beuld you be !hipwrecked 
within .fight of it. The objetl:, therefore, of this 

• lette r is (laying afide aU the authority of a parent), 
to conjure you as a friend , by the affeCtion you 
ha\'c for me (and Curdy you have rta[ol\ to have 
fome) , and by the regard you have for yourfelf, to 
go on, wi'tn, affi'duity and attention, to compl.ete 
th¥ ~ork which, of late, you have carried Oil [0 • 

well, and whicb. is now [0 wea.r being finiihrd. My. 
R I ~'iihes. 
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wit'bes and my-plan, were to m:ike you (hine, and !&Iif
tinguilh your[elf equally in the Je1Cned and the polite 
world. Few ba\'e been able to do it. , D tep' Jearn
ing is generally tainted. with pedantry, or at: ., Iea,ft 
unadorned by mannels; as, on the other hand, p<>

lite manners, and the turn of the world, are tOO' oft~n 
unfupported by knowledge, and confequently end 
contemptibly in the frivolous diffipation of draw
ing-rooms and rutile!. You :1£e now got O\'er the 
dry and diffic.ult parts of learning; what remains 
re uires much,morc ·time tban trouble. You have 
10ft time by YOllr illnefs j .SOll muft regai!) it now or 
never. J therefore maft earneftly defire, for YOUI 

own fake, that, for thefe next fix mont hs, at leaft 
fix hours every morning uninterruptedly may be 
inviolaBly facred to your fiua ies with Mr. H arte. 
I do p.ot know whether 11e will ' require fa much; 
but I know t..hat I do, and hope you will, and con
fequently prevail with him to give you that time : 
l awn it is a good deal; but, when both you and 
he confider, that the work. will be fo much. better, 
and fo much fooner done, by fu ch nn affiduoqs~d.. 
continued application, you will neither of you think 
it too much, and each will find his account in it. 
So mucb for the mornings, which, from your own 
goqd fenCe, and Mr. Harte's tendernefs and care of 
you, wiU, ram Cure, be thus well employed. It is 
not only reafonable , but ufefu1 too, that your e\'en
ings fhould be devoted to amufements and pleafu res ; 
and therefore 1 not only anow, but rec~mmend, shat 

they filIIuJd be employed " a1Temblies, balls, '/1'8a-
. (/11, 
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·clu, and in the beft companies; with this rtlbicuon 
only, lhat the confequcnces of the e\'cning's dh'er
i!on~ .. glay not break -in upo,n the morning's iludies, 
by brcakfafiings, vifits, and idle parties into the 
count ry. At your age you nt:ed not be afhamed, 
~~le ~ any of thefe morning parties are propared, to 
fay, you muft beg to be excufed, for you are ob
liged [0 devote your· mornings to Mr. Harte: that 
I will have it [0; and that you dare not do other
wife. Lay j't all upon me; though I am perfua , 
.it will !)e as much your own inclination as it is mine. 
But thofe Qfri\'olous idlepeoplc. whore time hangs 
upon th.eir ow n hands, and who dt!fire to make 
othe rs lofe thei rs tOO, are not to be rcaroned with: 
and indeed it would" be doing tllcm tOQ mucil ho

nour. T he fhorteft ci"jl ' 3t1fwer5 nre the- beft; J 
~Qn.1I0/, I dare-not, inftead of Twill 110f; for, if you 
w~re to enter wilh them into .the neceffity of f\"udy, 
and the ufefulnefs of knowledge, it would only fur
nith them with mat'ter for their filly jefts i whicllJ 

-1lwugh I would not h:'lVe YOll mind, I would not 

ba\'~ you invite. I will fuppofe you at Rome, fru
dying ,fix hours uninterruptedly with Mr. Hartf', 
every morning, and paffing your evenings with the 
heft company of Rome, obfcrl.ing their mannen, 
and forming yo.ur own; and "J \'fill fuppofe a num-

• her of idle, fauntering, illite-rate Englitf, as there 
commonly i·s there, living entirely with one another, 
(u,pping, drinking, and fitting u,P late at eachother',· . 
lodging,; commonly in riots and {crapes, when 

RJ -nrunkj 
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drunk; and nc\'er in 'gpod compaflY when fober. 
] will take one of thefe pretty fdlowfJ and give you 
the dialogue between h~m and lourfelf; [ueb, as, I 
dare fay, it will be 011 his fide; and {uch as, 1 nope, 
it will be on yours. 

Englifitman. Will you come and breakfaft with 
me to-morrow; t~ere will be four or five of our 
countrymen j we have pro{"ided chaires; and we 

'I dri\'e fomewhere' out of town after hreakfaft? 
Stanhope. I am yery forry I cannot J but 1 al"Q. 

obliged to be at home all morning. ' 
Engliihman. Why then 'Yc win come ana break.-

{aft with you. > 

Stanhope. I can't do that neither; I am engaged. 
Englifhman. Well then, let it be the next day. 

Stanhope. To telI you the truth, it can be no 
day in the morning.; for I ~either go out, nor fee 
,My body at home, before (weh'e. 

Englifhman. And wh~t the devil do you do with 
yourfeJf till tweke o'clock? 

Stanhope. l.am not by myfelf; I am with 'Mr: 
Harte. 

EngliChman.. Then ... bat the devil do you do 
witb him? ' 

Stanho~. 'Ve ftudy different things; we r~ad , 
Ire converre. . _ 

Ehglifhman. VerY prerty amufemem indeed! 
-Are you to take Orders then? . 

Smnbope. Yes, my father', order" I bcliet'~ 1 
inuftllke. 

Engliflllnan. 
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Eng!;fhman. Why, haft thou· no more fpiT;" 
than [Q mind an old fellow. ! thoufnnd miles oft'l 

Stan~ope. If I rioQ't mi.nd his orders, he won't 
m~d 'my draughts. 

EngTifbltl llll. Whar, does the old prig threaten 
th~n? Threatened folks live long: never mInd 
threats. 

Stanhope. No, 1 can't fay; that he has ever 
threatene'd me in hi$ life; but I believt J had beft 
not provoke him. 
, Engli fh man. Pooh; ),ou would have one angry 

letter from the old- fdIow, and 'there WO\1ld be an 
eod of it. .. 

Stan hope. You miftake him mightily; he al
ways does more than he fays. H e has ne,'cr been 
ingry with me yet, that I remember. in his lite; . 
but, if I Were to provok,e him, I am fure he would 

ne\'cr forgh-e me: he ("ould be coolly immoveable; 
and [ might beg and pray, and write my heart out 
to no purpofe. 

Englifhman. Why then lie is an odd dog, thar'. 
arrT'tan fay: and Pf3Y, are you to obey your dry
nurre too, t his f"me, what's hi!" name-Mr. Harte I , 

Stanh6pe. Yes. 
Englifhman. So he fluffs you all morning with 

Greek, and Latin, and Logic, and all that. Egad, 
I havc a dry.nurfc too, but J ne'fcr looked into I 

book. with him in my life; I have not fo much as 
f~n [he face of him this week, and dantt care a loufe 
if r Dcyer fec it again. 

SlaI)hope •• 
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Stanhope. My dry-nurfe never deli res any thing 
of m~ that is not reafonable, and for my own good ; 
and therefore I like to be with him. , • 

Englifhm:tn. Very fenten~ous and edifying, up
on my word! at this rate you will be reckor)ed,a very 
good young man. 

Stanhope. Why. that will do me no harm. 
Englifhman. Will you be with us to-morrow in 

the el'cning then? ' We (hall be ten with you; and 
J have got fome exeeUent good wine; aod we')l be 
very merry. 

Stanhope. I am very much obliged to you, but 
] am engaged for.all the evening, to morrow; firft 
at Cardinal Albani's; and then ro· fllp ar the Vene
tian Embaifadrefs's. 

Englilhman. H ow the devil can you like being 
always with thefe foreigners? lnever go amongft 
them, with all their formalities and ceremonies. I 
am never dlfy in company with them; and, I don't 
know why; but J am afhamed. 

Stanhope. I am neither afbamed nor afraid: 'I 
am very eafy with tht:m; they are very eafy·WI 
me; [ get the language, and I fee their characters, 
by converfing with them; and that is what we are 
feot abroad for; is it not? 

Engliiliman. J hate your modefr women's com
pany,' YQ).lt women of faihion as th~y call 'em: [ 
don't know what to fay to them, for my, part. 

Stanhope. Hal'e you -e\'ct cOD\'crfcd with 
them I . . 

.. Englifl.lman.-
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• EnglHhman. No: I never converfed. .i.th them; 
but I have been fometimes in their company, though 
much '3ogainft my wiU • 
. Sti'nhope. But at leaO: they have done you no 

hurt .. which is probably more than you can fay of 
"th.c women you do com"erfe with. 

Englithman. That's true, I own; but, for aU 
that, I would rather keep company with my furgeon 
half the year, than wilh your women of fa1hion the 
year round. 

,. Stanhope. Taftes are different, you know, &nd 
every rniY.I follows his own. 

, Engli!hman. That's true ; h~t thine's a devililh. 
odd one, Stanhope. All morning with thy dry
nurfe; all the evening in fo.rmnl fine com?,lny; and 
a11 ·day long afraid of old lliddy in England. ThoD 
art a queer fellow, and I am afraid there's nothing to 

. be made of thee. ' 
Stanhope. I am afraid fo too. 
Engli1hman. Well then; good.night to you: 

y~a\'e no objeCl:ion, I hope, to my being_dnUil 
""'To~is:ht, which J certainlv wlil be. 

Stanhope. Not in the leaft; nor to your being 
lick. to-morrow, which you as certainly will be; and 
fo good night too. . 

You will ~fen'e, that I have not put into your 
mouth thofe good -arguments, which upon fuch an. 
occafion wouldJ I am (ure, occur to you; as piety 
arid ~tfedion tQwards me; regard and friendihip for 
Mr. Harte; refpeCl for your own moral 'h~et, 

, . c:,. /; 'c .~ ,Ill<! 
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and tor a.1I the relative duti~ of Man, Son, Pupil, 
and Chiten. Such folid arguments "'i0u1d be ~broWn 
away upon fuch ihallow puppies. Leave them te 

~ 

their ignorance, and to their dirty dif~raceful Vic~s. 

'l'hey wiH feverely fed the eft-ea.s of them, -,vhen it 
,,!ill be too late. Without the comfo,table refuge of 
learning, and with all the fickm~ts aDd pains of a ru
ined ftomach, ll:Dd a totten carcare, jf they happed 
to atri1'"e at old age, it is an uneafy and ignominibus 

I 

The ridicule wh ich fuch fellows endeavour to 
thrmt upon thofe who art: not like them, is, in the 
opinion of all men of fenfe, the maR autnentic pa
neg-yri!::. Go on, then, my dear child, -in the way 
you are in, only for a year and a half mort:; that is 
aU J afk of you. After that, I promife that you 
fhall be your own mafier, and that J will pretebd tb 
no other title thah that of your beft and trlleft friena . 
You fball recei\"c advice, but no orders, from me; 
and in rruul you will want nt> other advice but fuch 

~ youth and inexperience moil: nece{farily require. 
-You fha.ll certainly want nothjng that is requifite , -not only for youI' conveniency, but , alfo for jour 
pleafures, ,which I always defire ihCluld be gratified. 
You will fuppert, that 1 mean the pleafures J'lIn 

~ ho"rlilt bommf, 
While you are learning Italian, ~jch I hope 

yon do wit'tl dil igence, pray take cart: to continue 
your German, which you may llave frequent op
poitanities of [peaking, I ,",,.ould alfo have you keep 
IIp your knowJedge of the 7m Pub/itu. Imp''';;, by 
looking,over, now and then, thefe utt}itaahl, ,un-

._ ler;pl;, 



firipll, which Sir Charles Williams, who arrived 
here la!l week, afi"ures me you have made upon 
that fubjeCt:. It will be of very great ufe to you, 
wilen ·you come to be concerned in foreign affairs; 
as you /hall be (if you qualify yourrelf for them) 
Y04nger than ever any other was: I mean, before 
you are twenty. Sir Charles tells mt, that he will 
anfwer for your learning; and that he believes you 
will acquire that addrefs, and thofe graces, which 
\lre fo necefrary to give.it its full luftce and val 
B.ut he confcffes, that he doubts more of ,the luter 
than of thc ·former. TIle jufticc which he docs Mr. 
Harre, in his panegyrics of him, makes me hope, 

• that there is likewife a great deal of (nlth in his en
comiums of you. Are you pleafcd with, and proud 
of, the reputation which you have already acquired 1 
Surely you are, for I am fure I am. Will you do 
any thing [0 leffen or forfeit it? Surely you wiU 
not. And will you not do all you can to exteod 
and inereafe it? Surely you will. It is only going 
on for a year and a half longer, as you han gone 
on or the two years iafi: paft t :md devoting half 
the day only to application; and you will be fure 
to make tbe earlic:fi: figure and fortune in the world, 
that ever man made. Adieu. 

..;.... . 
• 
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LET T E R CXCIV. 

London, Sept. 2.2d, O. S. r.H9. 

DeAR BoY, 

I F I had faith in philters and lov.e potions, I 1hould 
(pea that you had given Sir Charles \Villiams 

fame, by the 'manner in which he fpeaks of Y0.l!, 
.not only to me, but to every body elfe .~\ J will not 

repeat to you what he fays of the extent and corred.-, 
nefs of your knowledge, as it might either make you 
vain, or perfuade ),ou that you had already .enough 

of wh~t nobOdy can have tOO much. You will eafily 
imagine how many queftions I aiked, and how nar
rowly I fifted him upon your fubje8: : h; anfwered 
me, and I dare fay with truth, juft as I could ha\'e 
wiiherl ; till, fatis.fi~d entirely with his accounts of 
your charaCler and learn ing, r enquired ~nto other . -, 
matters, intriufically indeed of lees confcqlit:nce, 
but frill of great confequence to every man, and of 
more to you than to almofi: any man; I mean, your, 
addrefs, manners, and air. To thefe quefiions, Ule 
fame truth which he had obfen'cd before obliged , 
him to g; .. e me much lefs fatisfadory anfwers. And 
as be tbought himfelf, in friendihip both to. you and 
me, obliged to tell me the difagreeahle, as welJ as 
the agreeable truths, upon the fame pdnciptc I 

.think..myfelf obliged to repe~t them to you. 

He 
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He told me then, that in company you were fre
quently molt pravol.:illglJ inattenti\,e, abfenr, aDd 
dijlrail ;. that you carne in~o a room, and prefcnted 
yo.urf~lf very awkwarclly; that at table you con
ihmt1y threw down knives, fooo, napkins, bread, . 
&c .. and' that you negleCl-ed your pe rfon and drefs, . 
to ~ degree, unpardonable at any age, and much 
more fa at y ur years. . 

7 Thefe tbmgs, how immaterial fQe\'cr they may 
I 

, feern to people who do not know tbe . world, and 
the nature of mankind, give me, who know th_""'i 
to be exceeDdingly material, ' very gr~ai. concern, J 
have long diftrufted you, and, therefbre frequently 
admonifbed you, upon thefe art~cJes ; and I tell you 
plainly, that I !hall not be eafy till I hear a vcry dif
ferent account of them. J know no one thing more 
oifenfi\·e to a company, than that inattention and 
dijJratIion. lt is ihowjng them the utmoft con
tempt ; and people never forgive contempt. No 
man is dijlrait with the man he fears, or lI1C woman 
he loves; which is a proof that e,'ery man can get 
~ette.r of that Jijirot:irm, wilen he thinks it worth 
Jlis while to do fa; and, take my word for it, it is 
always worth his while. For my own part, I would 
rather be in company with 3. dead man than with an 
abfem one; for, if the dead mao gives me no plea
fure, at leaft he !hows me no contempt; whereas 
the abfent .man, filently indetd. but vef'y plainly, 
tells me that 11e does not think me worth his a"en
tervion. Iktides, can an abfent man make any ob
fervations upon the charaf.l:ers, qutomsJ and man .. 

nen' 
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DCn of the company? No. He may be in the- belt: 
companies all bis life·time (if they; will admit him, 
which, jf I wefe they, I would 00), and Rever.he 
one jot the wifer. I never will converfe with ,,:n a,.h
fent {11M; one may as well ta1k to a deaf one. ltis, 
in truth, a praCtical blunder, to addrefs ou"rfeh .. cs to 
a man who we fee plainly neither hears, minds, <hor 
underftands us. Moreover, J aver, that no man is, 
in any degree, fit for either bufinefs or converfation, 
who cannot, and does not, direCl'. and command his 

-a~ntion to th~ prefent object, be that what it will. 
You know, by expedence, that I gru~ge no ex;. 
pence in your education; but I will pofitively not . , 
keep you a Flapper. You may read, in Dr, Swift, 
the defcription of. thefe Flappers, and the ufe they 
were of to ,your friends the Laputans; whofe- minds 
(Gulliver fays) are fa taken up with intenfe {pecula
tions, that they neither can fpeak, ot a.ttend to the 
difcourfes of others, without being roufed by fOlne \ 

external taction upon the organs of (peech aod hear
ing; for which reafon, thofe people who are able to 
a.ff'ord it always keep a. Flapper in their (ami}¥, Moo 

one of their dom,eftics; nor ever walk about, of' 
make vjfi~, without him. This Flapper is likewif« 
employed diligently to attend his mafter in hi, 
walks; and, upon occafion, to give a fut't flap upon 
his eyes; becaufe he is alway! (0 wrapped up in co· 

• gitation, that he is in manifeft danger of falling 
down every precipice, and bouncing hi, head aglinR: 
ewry poft, and, in the ftreets, of joftiing oth«~, or 
being jollied into tbe hnnel bimfclf. If Cbri,fi ... 

will 
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",ill undertak.e this provin(:e into the ba~g:ai(l , witll 
aU my heart; but 1 will not allow him any incrcaf~ 
of wa,ges uPQn that fcore. In (hart, 1 givo you fair 
\Yarq.ing, that, when we meet, if ,you are abfent in 
mind, I will Coon be al>fent in body ; for , it \yill be 
'l]'lp01lible for me to fray in the room: and, if a't t&

hIe you throw do\vn your knife, plate, bread, &~. 
and hack the wing of a chicken for half an hour. 
without being able to cut it off, and your ileeve all 

- the ti;ne in another difu, 1 fl'!ufl: rife frQm table, to 

~fcape the fever you would certainly· gi\:e me. _ 
'i.'~! hq"w 1 :l'hould be fhocked, jf you c.tme into 

y room" for the firfl: time, ' with two left legs, 
prefenting yourfelf with all tbe graces and dignity 
f a taylor, and yoUl" clothes hanging upon you , 
. e thofe in Monmouth.ftreet, upon tenter-hook. ! 

,~ ~ereas I expeCt, My, require to fee you prefcnt 
yourfelf with the eafy and genteel ai r of a man of 
falbion, who has kept good company. I expect 

,(,. you not only well dreffed, but very well dreffed: 
I expeCl: a. gracefulnefs in all your motions, and 

.... fqY.lething particularly engaging in your add refs-. 
All tlus I expeCt, and all this it is in your power, 
by Clre and attention, to make me find; but, to 

'I tell yo~ the plain truth, ifl do not find it, we 111al1 
not converfe very much toget11er; for I cannot 1Und 
inattention and awkwardnefs; it would endanger- my 
health. You ha'.:re often feen, and I have as often 
made you obfcrve, Ltl ·'s diftingllifhed inattentiOft 
-..ad a.wkwi.rdnefs. Wrapped up, like a Lapllran, 

in iIltenfc thought. and poffibly. fomen""", i. no 
.- '- • , , yl : thought 
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tlloughr at al1 (which, I believe, is very often the 
cafe of abfent people) he does not know his moft in
timate acquaintance by fight, or anf1 ees them as if 
he were at crors purpores. H e leaves hi s ME in one 
room, his [word in another, and would leave his 
1'hoes in a third, if his buckles, though awry; did 
not fave them; bis legs and arms" b his awkward 
management of tbem, feem [0 have undergone the 
!?l.uqlion txtraordinaire ,; and his head, always hang
ing upon one or other of his ihouldcrs, feerns to 

~~1t received th~ firft {hoke upon a block. J fin-' 
cerely "alue and efieem him for his parts, ,)earn ing,: . 
and virtue; but, for the foul of me! I cannot love 
him in company. This will be univerfally the cafe, 
in common life, of every inattentive, awkward man, 
Jet his real merit and knowledge be e\'er [0 great. 
W!len L was of your age, I defired to' {hine, as far 
as I was :lble, in every p:1rt of life; and was as at
tentive to my manners, my drefs, and my ai r J in 
company on c\renings, as to my books and my tutor 
in th.e, morn ings. A young fellow fhould be ambi
tious to fhllle in every thing j and, of the two, .aL-
ways ratber overdo than underdo. Thefe th ings 
are by no means trifles; they are of infinite coo; 
Cequence to thofe who are to be thrown into the: 
great world, and who would :nake a figutc or a· for
tune in it. It is DO[ fufficient to defefl'e well; one 
mull: pleafe:'well too. Awkward difagreeable merit 
will never carry any body far. Wheren~'r you find 
• good dancing-maftcr, pray let him put you upon 
your hauaches; not fa much for the fake of dancing, 

• u 



, 
as for toming into a room, and prefentirig yourfe1£. 
genteelly and gracefully. Women, whom you ought 
to endeavour to pleafe, cannot forgive a vu1gar and 

awkward .. air and geftures; il Ifur faut du luil/o"l. 
The g.en~ra1ity of men are pretty like them, and arc 

I eql\ally taken by the [arne exterior graces. 
I am very glad that you have received the diamond 

. Quckles fafe; all I defi re, in return for them, is, 
that they may be buckled even upon your feet, and 

that your ftockings may not hide them. ! ihojld 
be forry you were an egregious fop; bot I protcft, 
that, of {hot two, I would rather have you a Fop 

than a Sloven. J think negligence in my own drefs. 
even at my age, when certainly I expect no advan
tages from my drees, would be indecent with regard 
to others. I have done with fine clothes; but I will 
have my plain clothes fit mc, and made like other 
people·s. In the evt=nings, I recommend to you the 
company of women of failiion, who ha"c a. right to 
attentionJ aDd will be paid it. Their company will 
fmootJt your manners, and give ;you a habit of at· 
"tebtiO'l!. and refpell; of which you will find the ad
Yantage among men. 

My plan for you, ' from the beginning, has b"een 
to make yetU !hine equally in the lejlrned and in the 

. polite world; the former part is almoft completed 
to my ~i{hesJ and wi}l, I am pcrfuaded, i~ a little 
time more, be quite fo. The latter part is frill i~ 
YOllr power to ,complete; and I :flatter myfe1f that 
you tvil! do ' it, or elfe the fOl:mer part will avail you 
very little; etpccinlly 10 your department, where • 
~~li S ~ 

• 
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the exterior addrefs and graces do half t£e bufinefa • 
they muft be tbe harbingers of yo r merit, or your 
merit will be very coldly received : all can and do , . 
judge of the former j few of the laner. - ' 

Mr, Harte tells me, thac ,you have groVln very 
much [mce your illnefs: if you ge~ up to- five f ~e[ 
ten, Of e,'en. nine inches, your figu re will probably 
be a good bne; and . if well dreffed and gen teel, 
will probably pleafe i which is a. much greater ag
vaetage to a man, than people common!y think. 
Lord Bacon calls it a letter of recommendation, 

I would willi you to be the rmmis ho,,,o, fhoml1j, 

ulIiwrftl, You 'are nearer it, if you pleafe, than 
ever any body was at your age; and jf you will but, 
for the courfe of this next year only, exert your 
whole attention to your ftudies in the morning, and 
to your addrefs, manners, air, and lournllre, in 
the evenings, you will be tbe man 1 wiih you', and 
the m:m that is rarely feen .< 

O Uf Jetters go, at heft, fa irregular1y, and [0 

often mifca,rry totally, thar, for greater fecurity, I 
repeat the. fame things. So,_ though I acknow." 
JedSed by Jaft poft M r. Hartes Jetter of the 8th 
September, N. S. I acknowledge it again by this 
to you. If thi s fhould find you ftill at Verona, -let 
it inform you, that I wifh you would fet out fcon ' 
for Naples .. uniefs Mr. Harte fhould think it better 
for you to fuy at VC"Cona., or any other place on this 
nde Rome, till you go tbcr~ for the Jubilee. Nay, 
If he likes it better, I am very willing tbat you 

Jhould go direCtly from Verona to Rome: for you 
cannot 

• 



tiflnot have too much of Rome, whether upon 
account of -the language, the curiofities, or tnc 
company. My only reafon for mentio~ing Naples, 
i! fot the fake of the climate, upon account of your 
heplth ; ' but, jf Mr. H aire thinks your.. health is now 
rO<well reftored as to be abO\'e climare, he may freer 
your courfe wherever he thinks proper ; and, for 
-aught I know, your . going diredly to Rome, and 
confequently fraying there fa much 'the longer, m.:ly 
be as well as any thing elfe. I think you and I c!ln· 
n.ot put OUT affairs in better hands than in Mr. 
Harte's ; ~ld I will take his infa1libility againft the 
Pope's, with fome ·odds on his fide. .A-prfl~s of the 
Pope ; remember to be prefented t9 him before yol.!. 
lea\'e R ome, and go through the necdfary cere
t1!onies for it, whether of kiffing his fl ipper or his 
b;--h; for I would nevr:r deprive myfelf of any 
thing that I wanted to do or fer:, by refufing to 
comply with an eft3.bJifhr:d cuftom. When I was in 
Catholic countries, I never declined kneeling in their 
churches at their elevation, nor dfewhere, when 

.. the Hoft went by. It is a complaifance due to the 
cuftom of the place, and by no means, as fQmc 
filly people have imagined, an implied approbation 
of their' doClriee. Bodily attitudes and fituations 

, are things fo very indifferent,in themfell"~s t that I 
would quarrel with nobody about them. It may, 
'jndeed, be improper for Mr. Harte to pay that tri
bute of complaif:mce, llpon aCCOUDt ~gf his eha
ract;r • . 
-. - s. 

. . 
This -
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,This lelter is very long, and poffibly a very tedi
ous onc ; . but my anx.iety for your c:rfetlion is fo 
great, and part icularly at this cr~ti al and decifive' 
period.of YOll r life, that I am only afraid of omitting, 
but never of r.cpcating, or dwelling too long up?n 
any thing, that I think may be at the leaf\: ufe ~o 
YOll. Have the fame anx.iety for yourfelf. that I 
have for you, and all will do well. Adieu, my 

Ilear child • 
• 

• , . 

LET T E R CXCV. 

London, Sept. thcz7th, O. S. 1749' 

DEAR RoY, 

A VULGAR, ordinary"way of thinking, ':laing, 
or fpeaking, imp1ies a low education, and a babit 
of low company. Young people contraa it at , ' -rchool, or amo'ng fcrvants, with whom they are toO' 
often ufed to convene; but, after they frequent 

good company, they muft: want attention and ob,. 
fervation very mud, if they do not IOIY it quite afido.. 
And ind~ed, if they do not, good company will be ' 
very apt to lay them afide. T he 'TariollS kinds of 
''1l1garifms are in finite : I cannot pretend to point 
them out to you; but I will giye foine famples, by 
which you may guefs a.t the reft. .... 1 

A vulgar , 



~ TO HJS SON. .6. 
A vulga man is'captious and je31ous; eabs and 

impetl1olJ,s about trifles. He fufpeCl:s himfdf to -be 
ilightt!d, thinks every thing that is {aid meant at 

ll~il : if the c,ompany happens to laugh, he is' per
ii · ded ,theylaugh at him; he grows angry and tefty, 
fi ys forr.eth ing very impertinen t, and' draws himfe1f 
into a [crape, by . thawiog what he calls a proper 
fpirit , and aficrting himfelf. A man of 1aOlion does 
not [uppofe bimfelf to be either rhe fole or princip,I 
object: of the thoughts, looks, or words of the C0019 

pany; and never fufpeas that be is ei~ber flig' Hed 
. or I ~ughcd at, unlefs he is confcious that he defern:s 4 

it. And if (wh~ch veryfeIdom happens) the com~ 
pany is abfurd 0; 'ill-bred enough to do either, he 
,:ioes nor care two- pence, unle.fs the infult be Io grofs 
and plain as to require fatisfnetion of another kind. 

As he is above trifles, he is neve r ve.helDcnt and 
eager about them ; and, where\'er they are con~ 

cerned, rathe; acquiefces than wrangles. A vulgar 
man's converfation always fa,'ours 1htlOgly of the 

l lownef, of his education and company. I t ,turns 
ch~fly upon his domeftic o.ffairs, l1is fervants, rhe 
ex}:ellen t order he keeps 1n his own family, and the 
Jittlc anecdotes 'of the neighbourhoOd; all which he 

relates with emphafis, as interefting matters. He is 
a man-goffip , 

Vulgarifm in language is the next and odiftinguifh
..ing char~Ctef.ifric of bad company, a~d a bad educa
tio n_ A man of fafh ion avoids nothing with more 

crr'rc . than that. Proverbial expreilions, and trit;e 
C'1yil1gs, are the flowers of the rhetoric of a. ",'u1gfl 

• 5,3 ~ 
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man. Would he {:!oS, that lUetlPiiferin theirtaftes: 
he both {upporrs and adorns tha.t opinion by the 
goorl old foying, as he re fpeClfuJly aUs it, ' That 
whal;S fine illan's Meat is {inother mll"·s PoiJon." If 
any body attempts being/marl, 3S he calls it, u~n 
him; he gives them l'"i/ fo r cral, aye, that 'he d~. 
He has always fome favourite word for the rime 
b eing; which, for the fake Q,f ufing often, he com .. 

manly abufes: Such as 'Voj11y angry, vojlly kind" 
•. :f1fl~ handfome, and 'lJ(1JUy ugly. Even his pro. 
nunciation of proper words carries · the m ark of thCi 
beaft along with· it. H e caUs the earth ftiJTt!J; he 

~ is obleigtd not ob/igt il to you. He goes 10 words, 

and not t()words ruch a place. He fometimes affeCts 
hard words, by way of ornament, which he always 
mangles like a learned woman. A man of fafhioll 
neve r has recourfe to proverbs, and vulgA r apho
rifms j ufes neither fa\·ourite words nor hard words; 
but takes great care to [peak very correCtly and 

grammatically, and to pronounce properly; that is, 
. ccording to the ufage of the beft companies. , 

An awkward addrefs, ungraceful &uitudes "and 

Il:Clions, and a certain left-handednefs (if I ~ay ufe 
that word), loudly proclaim low education and low 
~omp::my; for it is impoffible to [uppo[e that a man 
can have frequented g.ood company, without having 
(atched (oroelhing, at leaft, of their air &nq motions. 
A new-raifed mao is diftingui1hed in a regiment by 
his awkwardnefs ; but he muft be impenetrably dull, 
if, in a month or two·s. time, he cannot perfor~ at 
leaft t~e common man,uil cxercife, and look like a 

{oldie •• 
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Coldier. The very accoutrem.ents of a man of fa-ihion 
are grievous incumbrances to a vulgar man. He is 
at a 1 s what to do with his hat, when it is not upon 
his ead; bis cane (if unrortunately he wears one) 

perpetual war with every cup of tea. or coffe'e he 
d ks; deftroys them firft, and then accompanies 
them in their fall. His fword is formidable only to 

his own legs, w!lich "'ould poffibly carry him. faft 
enough out of the way of any fword but his awn I 
.H is clothes fit him fo ill, and eonftrain him fo 
much, that he feerns rather their prifoner than their 

propriero;" He prdents himfelf in company, like a. 
criminal in a cou:t of juftice; his very air condemns 
him; and people of fafhion wiH no more connetr: 
themfelves with the onc, than people of character 

will with the other. This repulfe drh'es and finks 
him into low campany; a gulph from whence no 
man, aft~r a certain ;!ge, ever emerged. 

LeJ 11lanieru nobltJ el aifits, Ja IDUffllo'e (un homw 

de landi/ion" k WI de la bonne lOlllpognie., lei Gratel. 
Ie je ne ffail quoi 9ui plait, are as neeeffary to adora 
avO. introdul;c your intrinfic merit and knowledge, 
as~ the poliih is to the diamoQ,d; wh-ich, withwt 

, that poli£4, w,?uld ncver be worn, whatever it 
might weigh. Po not imagin(j that thefe ateam .. 
pli!bments are only ufc:~ with women; they arc 
mueh more fo with men. In a pUbli6; a1fcmbly, 
whu an' advantage has • graceful fpcaker, with 

genteel motions, a haDdfome figure, and a liberal 

aii', ,over one who ihall fpeak full al much gqqd 
lCofe, but deftitute of there orn:unents I In bufine(., 

S~ .. ~ 
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how prevalent are the Graces ! how detrimental is 
tho want of them! By theh~lp of there, I have known 
fome men refufe favours, lefs offenfively than thers 
granted them, T he utility of {hem 10 Couru; and 
Negotiations, is inconceivable. You gain th.e he~ts, 
and. confequently the fec.rets, of njn~ in ten t:hat }~U 
'have to do with, in fpite even of their prudence , 
which will , nine times in ten, be t~e dupe of their 
hearts and of their fenies. Confider the importance 
pf t)lefe th~ngs as they defe rve; and you will not 
10fe one mom~rit in tbe purfu it of them. 

You are tr:lvell ing omv in a coun trf once fa 
famous beth for:ins and arms , .that (however de. 
generated at prefent) it fiiU deferves your attention 
and refleCtion. View it therefore \\pith care, 'com
pare its former with its pre lent ftate, and examine 
into the caufes of its rife, and its decay. Confider 
it cl~ffi~ally ,and politically, and do not rup through 
it, as too many of your young counrryme!1 do, 
!D1ufically, and (to ure a ridiculous word) kn;ck~ 

In,,(/ci(oliy. No piping nor fiddling, I befeech you i 
no days 10ft in poring upon almaft imperceptible 
Intaglios and CamtOJ; and do not become a Virtuc.fo 
of [mal! wares. Form a tafte of Painting, Sculpture, 

' and Architetlure, jf you pleaIe, by a careful ex
'"ami nation Qf tPe wprks of ' the heft anc;ient apd 
mooern artifts; thofe are liberal arts, and 11 r~ tafte 
and knowlepge of them become a man of fafhion 
very wen. But, lxyond certain . bounds, the Man 
of Tafte end;, aqd llie frivolous VinuofQ ~e~ .. 

your 
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Your friend Mendes, the g?Od Samaritan, dined 
with me ye.O:erday.- He has m·ore good-nature and 
gener fity than parts. However, I will Ihow him 
all ie civilit ies that his kiodnefs· to you (0 ' juflly 

de rves.. He tells me that you are taller thtln 100m, 
w tich I am very glad of : I defire y"ou mly excd. 
me in every thing elfe too; and , far from repining., 
] f'hall rejoice at your fupe-riarity. He commeQds 
your friend Mr. Ste,-ens extremely; of whom, too, 

I have heard fa good a chamCler from other people, 
-t)1at I am very glad of your conntCtion with him. 
-it may prvve of ufe to you hereafter. When you 
meet with fuch .cart of Englifhmen abro3.d, who, 
,either from their parts or their rank, are likely to 
make a figure at home, I would adviCe you to cul

tivate tllem, and get their favourable teftimony of 
you here, efpecially thofe who are to return to Eng
land bt!fore you. Sir Charles Williams has puffed 
'You (as the moo call it) here extremely. lfdlreeor 
four more people of parts do the fame, before YOll 
come: back, your firft appearanoe in London will be 
to great advantage. Many people do, and indeed 
9ught to take things upon truft; many more do, 

I who need not; and few dare d~ffent from an efta

~lifhed opinion. Adieu. 

• 
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\ .. 
London, OCtober the .d, O. S. I~9; . . ~, 

D.!A.ll BoY, 

" I RECEIVED by tbe Ian pan y~ur letter of the 
22d September, N. S. but I have not received. thBt 

{rom Mr. Harte, to which you refer, and which 
you fay contained your rcafans for leaving Verona, 
and returning t'o Venice ; fo that I ~ intire1y igno
ra.Jlt of them. Indeed, the irregularity'and negli
gC,Qce of the poft piovoke me, as they break the 
thread of the accounts I want to receive from you, 
and of the inftruCl:ionr and orders which I fend you 
almoft every pail:. Of thefe laft twenty pons, I am 
fure that I have wrote eighteen, either to you or 
Mr. Harte I and it does not appear, by YOUI; letter, 
that aU, or even 'any of my letters hal'e btec. re-

.. ceived. I defirc, for the future, t1}.at both you and 
Mr. Harte will, conftantly. in your letters, mention 
the dates of mine. Had it not b.!en for theirt mif- W 

carriage-ll you would not have been. in the uncer
tainty you feem to be in at prefent, with regard to 
your future motions. Had you received my \ett«~, 
you would have been by this time: at Naples: but 
'we muft, "flOW, take things where they are. 

Upon the receipt then of this letter y~u will, as 
foon as conveniently you can, ret out for Rome; 
where you will not arrive too long before the, fubi
lee, confidcring the difficulties. of getting lodgings, 

. ...t 
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and other accommodations there at this time. ( 
leave the choice of the fDUlC to you j but I do by no 
meanyi'ntenu that you iliould leave Rome after the 
Jubi~e, as you {eern to hint in your letter: on the 
con-hry,. I wilI ' bave" R ome your head-quarters for 
iix mon ths at leaft; till you !hall h3Sf', in a manner. 
acquired the ] u; GivilotiJ there •. More things are to 
be feen and learned there, than in any other town 
in Europe; there are the bt'fi: mafiers to infirufr, 
and the heft companies to poiifh you. In the fpriQg, 
~1 may make (if you pleafe) frequent excurfions to 

Naples; btlt Rome mutt ftiH be your head-quarten, 
till the he~ts Of June dri ve you from thonee to fome 
other place in Italy, \\~hich we $all think of by that , 
time. As to the expenee which you mention, ~ do 
not regard it in the leaft: from your infancy to this 
day, ] never grudged ;my expen~e in your ed~ca
tion, and fiilll t fs rlo it now that it is' become more 
important :lnd decifive. I attend to the objects 'of 
your expenees, but not to the fums. I will certainly'" 
not pay one ihilli ng for your lofin g your nofe, your 

• mon~Yt or your reafon; th:lt is, 1 will" not con
tri bute to women, ~ming, and drinking. Bot J win 
moft chearfully fupply, not only every neceifary, 
but every dec,em exyence you can make. J do not 
care what the beft mafters coft. I would have yo~ 
as well dr~ft, lodged. and attended, :lS ll'Iy reafon
able man of faihion is in his travels. I would have 
you have thott pocket.money that fhould enable you 

• 
to make the proper expenee dun h OllneU homme. 

In ilion, 1 bar no expen~e, that .has neither ~ce no 

• fo 
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folly for its ~bjetft .! and, under thofe two re:lfonable 
reftriaions, draw and welcome. 

As for Turin, you may go ther hereaft~ as a 
tra.veller, for a month or two; bu~. you ,,"not 
copvenienrly refide there as ap academil=ian,\ for 
reafoDs which I have formerly communicated to 
Mr. Harte, and which , Mr. VJllettes, tince his 
return here, h.:ts :Chown me in a ftin fironger light 
than he had done by his letters from Turion, of 
which I rent copies to Mr. Hartc, tbough probably 

• . I he never recented t lem. __ 

After you hal-e left Rome, Florence it one of the 
places with which you fllould be thoroughly ac
quainted. I know that there is a great deal of gam~ 
jog there. but,:lt the fame time, there arc, ill every 
place, forne people whofe fortunes are either too 
fmall, or whofe underftandings are too good, to al
JO\~ them to play for any thing above trifles ; and 
with thofe people you will afiOcill.te yourfe1f. if you 

• have not (as I am mured you have not in the leaft) 
the fpirit of gaming in you. Moreover, at fufpe8ed 
places, fuch as Florence, Turin,. and Paris, f ihall ~ 
be more attentive to your draughts, and fuc h as (x
ceed a proper and handfome expence W!lI not be an ... 
fwered; fOf, I can eaftly know whether you game 
or not, without being told. 

Mr. Harte will determine your rDu/t to R ome, as 
he {hall think beft j whether along the coaft of the 
Adriatic, or that of the M editeranea-n, it is equal , 
(0 me; but, ),ou will obferve to come back a,differ-

)

e.nt wa1, from that )'OU, wen,t. 
Since
• 



'1'0 HU SON. 

Since your h~alth is (0 well reft-ored, I am not 
forry that you are returned to Venice; for, J love 
Capita. Every thing is beft at Capitals; the heft: 
maft 5, the heft companie-s, and the beft manners. 
Mat.y . o~her places are wortb feeing, but Capitals 
only arc worth refiding at. I am "Y ery glad that 
Madame D.pcllo received you (0 well; Monfieur 
I was (ure would: pray affufe them both of my re· 
fpeets, and of my fenfibinty of their kindnefs to 
)"ou. Their houfe will be a ycry good one for you 

~Rome; and I would advife y()U to be domeRic 
i~ it, if yell" can. But Madame, J caq. tell you, 
requires great attentions. Madame Micheli has . . 
written a very favourable account of you to my 
friend the Abbe Groffa T efia , in a letter which he 
fhowed me, and in which there are fo mnny civil 
things to myfclf, that I would willi to tell her how 
much. I think myfclf obliged to her. I appro\'c 
very much of the allotmt:nt of your time at Venice: 
pray go on fo for a twelvemonth at leafi, whe,ever 
you arc. You will find your own accountjn it. 

l lj,jke your laft letter, which gives me an account 
of yourfclf and your own tranfaClions ; for, though 
1 do not recommend the tgotifm to you with regard 
to a.ny body elfe, I defire that you will ufe it wirh 
me, and with me only. 1 intereft myfelf in all that 
·you do ; and as yet (excepting Mr. Haoe) nobody 
eIre d~s: H e m\Pi of courfe know all, and 1 defirc. 
to know a great deal. 
~ ~m glad you ha"e received, and that you like, 

the diamond bucklc;. I am ... ·ery willing ~t you 

fho~ . -• -. 
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fboull1 nuke, hut very unwilling that you fhou1d 
.. , a figure with them at the Jubilee; the cuJli(1i a 

,Igure being ~he very lowell: vlllgarifJ in tbe ~ngli£h 
language; and (,qual, in elegancy, to Yes, mY'ifdy, 
and No, my Lady. The words '110ft and v,ajlly you 
will have found, by my former letter, that I had 
profcribed out of the diction of a gentlem3n; un

. 1efs in their proper lignification of ji%~ and bulk. 
Not only in language, but in every thing elfe, take 
great care that the firft impreffions you gi\·e of your
feW-may be nOt only favourabl e, bur pleafing, ~ 
.gaging, nay, {educing, Th~y are often decifivc' : 
] 'confefs they are ,a good deal fo wi th me; and I 
cannot willi for farther acqua.intance with a man 
whofe firR oJord and addrefs difpleafe me, 

So many-of my lette rs ha,'e mifcarried, and J 
know fa little which, that r am forced to repeat the 
fame thing over and over again eventually. Thi, is 
one. I ha,'e wrote twice to Mr. Harte, to ba\fe 
yOU!; piaure drawn in miniature., while you w~re at 
Venice, and to fend it me in a letter: it is all one 
to me, whether in enamel or in water-colours, (pro
, <ided it is but very like you. I would have you 
drawn exaalyas you are, and in no whimfical drefs. 
I lay more ftrefs upon the likene[s of the piCture, 
than upon the tafte and ikill of the painter. If this 
be not alrerdy done, I delire that you will have it 
done forthwith, before you leave Venioe ~ and en
dofe it in a letter 10 me; which letter, for greater 
!ecurity, I woUld have you defue Sir James ~ra1 
to cnc1~fe, in his packet to the offic.e; as 1, for the 

) ~c 
" 



&me ..eafon, fend this under his cover. If tlle pic
tur~ be done upon vdly.m, it will be the moll: port
able. ,Send me, at the fame time, a thread or filk 
of your own length, exaaly. I am folicitous about 
your figure; convinced, by a. thoufand inftanccs. 
that a good one is a real advantage. Mens Jana i. 
ctJrport fan(lJ is the firft and greatell: bleffing: I 
wou1d add it pu/chro, to complete it. May you 
have that, and every other! Adieu. 

Ha\'e you received my lettJ:rs of recommendation 
'"""2.. Cardinal Albani, and the Duk.e de Nivernoisl at 

Rome? ~ 

LETTER CXCVIl. 

London, OC\. 9th, O. S. '749; .. 
DBAR BoY, 

IF Ithis Jetter finds you at all, of which I 'am very 
doubtful, it will find you at Venice, preparing for 
your journey to Rome j which, by my laft letter to 
Mr. Harte, 1 advifed you to make along the coaft 
of the Adriatic, through Rimini, Loretto, Ancona, 
&c. places that are all worth feting, but.n'ot worth 
fraying ai. And fuch I , rec~on all pl~cesJ where 
the ey~s only are employed. Remains of antiquity, 
puS:li~ buildings, paintings, ' fculptures, &]e. ought 
to be feeD, and that with • proper degree of. auen; 

tiOJl; • -
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non ; but this is foon done, for they are only ,Out
fides. It is not fa wlth more impona t objeCls; .the; 
infides of which muft be feen; and t~ey require, anq 
deferve much more attention. The Charatters. t~c 

Heads, and the Hearts of men, are the ufeful fei ... , . . 
coce of which I would have you perfea mafter. 
That fcience is beft taught and beft learnt in Capi
tals, where e\f(' ry human paffipn has its obje~, and 
exerts all its force, or all irs art, in the purfuit. 1 
bel ieve, there is no place in the world, where every 
palio" is bufler, appears in more {hapes. and is co~ .... 
d ueled with more art, than at Rome. rherefort, 
when you are there, do not imagine that the Capi
t ol, the Vaticnn, and the Pantheon, are the princi
pll objeels of your curiofity; but, for one minute 
thnt you beftow upon thofe, employ ten days in in
forming yourfel f of the nature of that government, 
tbe rife and decay of the Papal power, the poli tics 
of that Court, the BriguCJ of the Cardinals, the 
tricks of the Conclaves; and, in general, every 
thing th;t relates to the interior of that extraordi
n.1ry government, founded originally upon th~ ig
norance and fupc rftition of mankind, extended by 
the weaknefs of fome Princes, and t11e ambition of 
others; declining of late, in proportion as know- . 
ledge has increafed; and owing its prefent precari~ 
ous fecurity, not to the reli,gion, the affeClion, or 
the fc:ar I of the T emporal Powers, but ttl the jea~ 
loufy of each other. The Pope's E~communica
tions are no longer dreaded; b is Indulgences iktle 
folicited, and fell very cheap; and his Territories, 

formidable 
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formidable t1' no Power, are coveted by many, 
and will, moA: undoubtedly, within a century, be 
fcantled out among the great Powers, who have 
now'a footing in 1mly; whenever they can agree 
upon .the divifion of the Bear's fkio . Pray inform 
yourfclf thoroughly of the Hifiory of the Popes and 
of the Popedom; which, for many centuries, is in
terwoven with the H iftory of all Europe, R ead the 
heft authors who treat of thefe matters, and efpeci ... 
al-l-y FrO Pa~/~ . de BenejiciiJ ; a. fhort, hut very Fl"-
~I book. You will find at Rome fame of all 

the R"'el igi-ow Orders in the Chriftian world. In ... 
form yourfelf care.fully of thei r origin, their founders, 
their rules, their reforms, and e"en their drefi'es: 
get acquainted with fame of all of them, ~ut parti
cularly with the J efuits; whofe focietl' I look upon 
to be t4e moft able and heft-governed foci ety in the 
world. Get acquainted, if you can, with their 
G eneral, who always refides at Rome; and who, 
though he has no feeming power out of hi s' own So.· 
ciety, has (it may be;) more real influence over the 

• whole world, than any temporal Prince iri it . . They 
have almoft engroffed the educatioQ of youth; they 
are, in genera1, Confeffors to moft of the Princes in 
Europe; and .they are the principal miffionaries out 
of "it; which three articles give them, moft exten
five influence, and foEd advaot:lges: withers their 
fettlement 'in Paraguay. The Catholics in general 
declaim againfr that fociety; and yet are all 'governed. 
by '~4ividuals of it, They have, by turns, been. 
banifhed, and with infamy, almoft every c.ounttf 

VOL.n. T jp . • I 
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in Europe ; and have always found means to be re .. 
fto red, even with triumph. In (boFt, I know no 
government in the world that is carried on upon 
fuch deep principles of pol icy, ~ will not add, ImQ_ 

rality. Converfe with them, frequent the~, ,court 
them; but know them. 

Inform yourfelf too of that infernal Court, th~ 
Inquifition; which, though not fo confider~blc at 
Rome as in Spain and Portugal, will, however, be 
a good fample to you of what the villainy of fOlTle 
nlerY can contrive, the folly of others receive, ~_ 
both together eltabliih; in [pite of the fi.o:C .. natural 
principles of reafon; juftice, and equity. 

Thefe are the proper and urdu\ objeC\:s of the at
tention of a man of fenfe, when he travels ; and 
thefe are the objeCl:s for which I have fent you 
abroad; and I hope you will return thoroughly in
formed of them. 

I receive, this very moment, Mr. H arte's letter 
of the 1ft O ctober, N. S. but I have nevet. re
ceived his former, to which he refers in thii, and 
you refer in your Jaft j in which. ~he gave me· the 
reafons for your leaving Verona fo foon: nor have I 
ever received that letter in which your cafe wa'i 
ftated by your phyficians. Letters to and from me 
have worfe luck than other people's; for , you have 
written to. me, :U1:d I to you, for thefe Iaft three 
months, by way of Germany, with as little fuccefs 
as before. 

I am edified with your morning applications~ and 
your c.vening gallantries, at Venice, of which Mr. 

Harte , 



TO HIS SO N'. 

H arte gives me an account. Pray go on with both 
there, and afterwards at R ome ; where, provided 
you arrive in the beginning of December, you may 
fray it Venice as much longer as you pleafe . 

MakC\ my compliments to Sir James nrayand 
Mr. Smith, with my acknowledgments for the great 
civilities they !how you. 

I wrote to Mr. Harre, by the laft poll, Oaoberthe 
6th, O. S. and will write to him in a pofi or two, 
1Ipm'l. the contents of his laft. Adieu! Po;"t de , 
~~; and remember the Graces. 

. !;. " 

LET T E R CXCVlII. 

London, OCtober the 17th, O. S. 1749' 

DBAR BoY, 

I HAVE. :It Iaft, received Mr. Harte's letter, of 
'the I'9lh September, N. S. from Verona. Your 
reafons for le:lving that place were very good ones; 
and, as you ftaid there long enough to fee what was 
to be feen, Venice (as a capital) is, in my opinion, 
a much better place for your refi.dence. Capitals 
are alW:lys Fbe feats of Arts and Sciences: and the 
heft companies. 1 have ftuck to them all my life
time ,j,and I advife you to do fo too. ' 
• YOll .will have received, in my three or four. lad:, 
letters" my directions for YOQr farther motiqns to 

• T a. anoth~ 
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~nother Capital; where I propere that your fray fball 
be pretty confiderabk The expence, I am well 
aware, will be fa too; but that, as I told you be .. 
fore, will have no weight, when- your improvement 
and advantage are in the other [COlle- I do.not care 
a groat what it is, if neither Vice oor Folly are the 
otije8:s of it, and if Mr. H arte gives his fanClion. 

I am very well plcafed with your account of Car. 
niola : thefe are the kind of objeCts worthy of your 
in9uiries and knowledge. The Produce, the T~::s, 
the Trade, the Manufa8:ures. the Strength, ~ 
Weakne[s, the Government, of the fever;ff"'c"ountri'ea 
which a man of fenfe travels through, are the ma~ 
terial points to which he attends; and leaves the 
Steeples, Ule Market-places, and the Signs, to the 
laborious and curious refearches of Dutch and Ger
man travelIers. 

Mr. Harte tells me, that 11e intends to give you, 
by means of Signor Vicentini, a general notion of 
Civil and Military ArchiteCture; with which I am 
very well pleafed . . They are frequent fubjects of 
converfa.tion; and it is vety right that you !bould· 
nave fome idea of the latter, and a good tafre of the 
fonner; and you may very foon learn as much as you 
.need know of either. If you read about one third 
of Palladio's Book of ArchiteCt-ure, with fame ikilful · 
perfon, !.Jld then, with that perron t examine the heft 
buildings by thoCe rules, you will know the different 
proportions of the different Orden; -the fevc;ral dia
meters of their columns, their intercolumn~ions; 
their feveral ufe., 0'(, The Corinthian Order is 

. chidl1 
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chiefly ufed in magnificent building!, where oroa
ment and decoration are the principal objects; the 
Dor~c is calculated for ftrength ; . and the Ionic par_ 
takes of tlIe Doric ftrength, and of the Corinthian 
ornafu~ts. The Compofite and the 'fufcan Orders 
are more modern, and were unknown.to the Greeks: 
the one is too light, the other too dumfy. You may 
foon be acquainted with the confiderable parts of 
Civil ArchiteCture j and for the minute and mecha
·;;rcal parts of it, leave them to mafons, bricklarers, 
:~ Burlington ; who has, to a certain degree, 
leffened himfelf by knowing them too-well . Obferve 
the fame rnethooas to Military ArchiteCture : under .. 
frand the terms; know the gener:l1 rules; and then 
fee them in execution with fame fkilful penon. Go 
with fame Engineer or old Officer, and view with 

care the real fortifications of fame ftrong place ; and 
you will get a clearer idea of Baftions, Half~moons, 
H orn-works, Ravelins, Glacis, &c. than all the maf· 
ters in the world could give you upon paper. And 
thus much I would, by all means, have you knoy( 
of both Civil and Military ArchiteCture. 

I would alfo have you acquire a liberal tafte of 
the two liberal arts of Painting and Sculpture; but 
without defcending into thofe minutia, which our 
modern Virtuofi moil: affeCtedly dwell upon. Ob
fen'e th¢ great parts attentif/ely; fee it nature be 
truly reprefented; if the pamons are ftrongly ex_· 
prdfed; if 'the chara8:ers are preferved; and leave 
the trifling parts, with their little jargon, to atfeded 
puppies. I would advife you alfo to ~ead the 

• T -3 ' kiJlot)' 
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hiftory of the P:i.;nters and Sculptors; and I kndw 
none better than Fdibien's. TIH:re are many in 
Italian; you will inform yourfe1f wbicb are the ,beft. 
It is a part of Hiftory 1 vcry entertaining, curioas 
enough, and not quite ufetefs. All thefe .... rons of 
things I woul" have you -know, to a certain degree; 
but remember, that they IllUft only be the amufe_ 
ments, and not the bufinefs, of a man of pans. 

~Since writing to me in German would take up fo 
mu,h of your (i.me, of which I would not now'"fi'lrv"e 
one moment wafted, l wilJ accept of your co~f, .. :~ 
:lOd content-myfeJ~ with a moderate German letter, 
once a fortnight, to Lady Chefterfield, or Mr. Gre
venkop. My meaning was, only that you fhould 
Dot forget what you had already learned of the Ger
man language and character; but, on tbe contrary, 
that, by frequent ufe, it Chould grow more cafyand 
familiar . P rovided YOll take care of that, I do 'not 

care by what means: but r do defi~e , that you will, 
e ... ery day of your life, fpe:l.k German to fomebody 
,or ot'her (for l 'OU will meet with Germans enongh) , 
and write a line or two of it eV"ery day, to keep 
your h and in. Why !bould YOli not (for in1bnce) 
write your own 1ittle memorandullls and accounts in 
' that language and charaCter? by which too you 
would have this advantage jnto the bargain, that, if 
miflaid, fe'W but your(eJ f CQuld read themo, 

.. J am extremely glad to h-ear, that you like the 
.tfemblies at Venice well enough to facri:fice~me 

fuppe.r~ to them j for I hear that you ao nOt dillike 

your {uPJ"''' n~ither. It is tberefore pl~in, tb~ 
wero 



TO RrS SON' ... , 
there is fomebody, or fomething, at thore a{fem .. 
blies, which you like better than your meat. And, 
as I know there is none but good company at thofe: , 
a{femblies, I am very glad to find that you like 
good· ~m'pany fa well. I already imagine you a 
li ttle fmoothed by it; and that you qave either rea-

. {oned yourfelf, or that they have laughed you out 
of your abfences and dijlraBiom '; for, I cannot fup
pofe that you go there to infult them. I likewifc 
imlgine, that you wi fh to be welcome, where you .. 
~go; and, confequently, that you both 'pre

. rent a~ehave yourfelf there tn ga/JPzI hDmmt, II 
pas en bourgeois • . 

If you have yawed to any body there, one of 
thore eternal pailiens, which I have fomet ime5 
known, by great accident, Ian: th ree months; I 
can tell you, that without great attention, infinite 
politenefs, and engaging air and manners, the omens 
will be fin ifter, and the Gadders unpc()pitioU5. Pray 
tell me, what are the amufements of thofe alTem-.. 
blies? Are they little commercial play, are they, 
mufic, are they /a btl/( COn'lJtTjil/i01l , or are they all 
three ? r file-I-on Ie parfail am()UT! r debitt.I-OII 
les btau" jcntiments! Ou tft·ce (plan y parlt Epi
tramme? And pray, which is your department? 
'rutis depone in aUTib"s? W hichever it is, endea
your to thine, and excel in it. Air!l., at leafr, , . 
at the perfection of e,-ery thing that js worth.,. 
do~ at all; and you will come nearer it thao 
you would lmagtne; but thofc always crawl in_ , 

T 4 : linitel, 
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finitely /hort of it, 
Adieu. 

whofe aim 
, 

is only mediocrity. 

\ 
y . S. By an uncommon dilige9ce of the polt, .r 

ha.ve this moment re~e ived yours of the 9th'/ ~' S • 

• 

LETTER cxcrx, -

DEAR BoY, 

---London, Oel:. '4th, O. ~749" 

By lPY taft I only acknowledged, by this I anfwc;r j 

your letter of the 9th OClober. N. S. 
I alIl very glad that you approved of my letter of 

September (h~ nth, O. S. becaufe it is upon that 
.footing, tbat I always propofe 1i vi ng. with you. I 
will advife you ferioufiy, as a Friend of fome ex .. 
perieoce; and I will converfe with you cpearfully. 
as a Companion: tbe authority of a Parent ihall 
for ever be laid afide; for, wherever it is exerted. 
it is ufdefs; flnce, if ),ou have neither fenfe or fen .. 
timents enough to (allow my advice as a Friepd, 
your unwilling obeclience to my orders, as a Father, 
will be a Vt;.ry awkward and unllt\'ailing one, both tq 
loucfelf and me. Tacitus, fpe~lting of an army that 
IJwkwardly and unwillingly obeyed iti Generals,~11 
frPl!> !he fe<1r of punilbment, jays, they obeyed in. 

~d • 
• 
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deed, ftd ul qui mlllle~1 juJfo Imperai,rum ilfltrprelori 
quam txegui. For my oW,n part, I difcIaim fuch 
obedience . . ' 

. You think, I find, that you do not underftand 
Italian\ but I can tell you, tnat, like the Bourgtoil 
Genii/homme, who fpoke profe without knowing it • 

. you underftand a great deal, though you do not 
know that you do; for, whoc\'cr underfbnds French 
and Latin [0 well us you do, underftands ;l.t leaft . 
tca.lkhe Italian language, and has very little ~ca-

-.£j~r a DiClionary. And for the idioms,.' the 
·phr:I'-f~nd the delicacies of it, con;:srfation, and 
a little attention, will teach .them you, and that 
foon; therefore, pray fpeak it , in company, right 
or wrong, a lDrl ou 4 traver s, as foon as ever YOll 
have got words enough to afk a common queftion, 
or gi\'~ a common anJwer. If you can only fay 
buon giorno, fay it, inftead of faying bon jDllr, I 
mean, to every Italian; the anfwer to it will teach 
you more words, and infenfibly you wjJJ be very 
foon mailer of that cafy language. You arc quites 
right in not neglecting your German for it, and in. 
thinking that it will be of more ufe to you: it 
certa4tly will, in the courfe of your bulinefs; but 
Italian has its ufe too, and is an ornament into the 
t>a"rgain } there being many very polite and good 
.. uthon in that language, Th~ reafon. you affign 
for ~vil;g hitherto met with none of my fwarms of 
~, in Italy, is a very folid one; and I can 
~fi1y conceive, that the experience necdfary for a 
Ita~ mutt amollJ)t to a ~umbct of .'Fhalm, 

• Gr1!"'", 
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Croflhtll, and 'KreUizer/, tremendoUs to It German 
fonune. I H owever, you will find f~ve ral at R ome, 
either Ecc1efiaftics, or in the Juitt ~( the lmperial 
rvlinifter; and more, when you come into the Mi
bnefe, among the Queen of H ungary's Officers. 
Bei1des, you hJ.ve a Saxon fe rvant , to 'whom, j 

Jlope, you fpeak nothing but German. 
I llave had the molt: obliging letter in the world 

from Monfieur Capello, in wh ich be {peaks very 
ad\'antageoufly of you, and promifcs you hi S"'"pTO
tedion at R ome. I have wrote him an anfw~ 
" 'bich J ho~ I have domefticated you at""bis bd,;/ 
there; which I ~dvife you to frequent as much as 
you can. II eft 'llrai qu'il ttt pait pas b(flUCOUP de fo 
figure,; but he has fenfe and knowledge at bottom, 
with :1 great experience of bufinefs , having been al .. 
ready Emball'ador at Madrid , Vienna , and London. 
ADd I am very fure that he will be willing to give 
you any informatIOns, in that way, that he can. 

M adame was a capricious, whimfical fine lady, 
tiil tbe fmall-pox, which !he got here, .... by leifening 
her beauty , lcff'ened her humours - too ; but, 1s I 
prehlme it did not change . her fex, I truft to that 
for her hal' jng fuch a fhare of them left as may 
contribute to fmoolh and poliih )'ou. She, doubt~ 
lefs, ftill thinks , that fhc h~s beauty enough re
maining, til' entitle her to the auentions always paid 
to beauty ; and !he has cC'rrainly rank enough to re
quire re[pecl'. Thore are tbe fori of women ~ho 
poIifh a young man the moft; and who give . him 
Ihat h.bi, of 'complaifoncc, and that Jlexibility and 

. - verfatiji'Y 
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v(rfatility of manners, which prove of great ufe to 
11im with Oleo, and in the courfe of bufipefs. 

y~:)ll muff always expetl: ~o hear, more or leu, 
f rom me, upon that important fubjeCt: of Manners, 
Graces~ Addrefs; and that undefinable je ne {faa 
9110i that ever pleafes. I have reafon.. to ~elieve, that 

. you want nothing eIfe; but I have reafon to fear 

too, that you want thefe ; and that want will keep 
you poor . in the midft of all the plenty of know ... 
l edl? which you may have treafured up. Adieu.. 

• 
, -

LETTER CC. 

London, Nov, 3, O. S, '749. 

DEAR BoY, 

FROM the time that you have had life, it has 
been the principal and favourite objeCt:: of mine, to 
make you as perfeCl: as the imperfetl:ions of human 
nature will allow: in this view, I have grudged no 

.p:LiDS nor expence in your education; convinced
that Education, more than Nature, is the caufe of , 
that g reat difference which we fee in the charaCt::ers 
of men. While you were ii. child, I oodeavoured 
to form' your heart habitually to Virtue and Ho
no~ before your underftand iog was c.apable of 
1howing you their beauty ,and utility. Tho[e prin .. 

eiples, which you then got, like your grammILl' 

• rules • 
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rules, only by Tote, are now, I am perfuaded, 
!i~ed anc\ confirmed by reafon. And .. indeed they 
are fo plain and cleat, that they require but a very 
moderate degree of underfianding, either to com
prehend or praltife them. Lord Shaftefht"y fays, 
very prettily,? that" be would be virtuou~ fOr his own 
fake, though nobcxJy were to know it; as he would' 
be clean for his own fake, though nobody were to 
fee him. J have, therefore, finee you have had 
the ufe of your reafon, ne ver wri tten to youupon 
thole fubjea,: they fpeak beft for themf~ 
I 1'hould nll...w juft as foon think of warning you 
gravely not to fall ' into the dirt or the fire, as into 
dilhonour or vice. This view of mine, I confider 
as fuUy attained. My next object was, found and 
nrcful learning. My own care firft, Mr. Harte's 
afterwards, and of /ole (I will own it to your praife) 
your own application, have more than anfwered my 
c.xpetbtions in that particular; and, I have rearon 
to believe, will anfwer even my willies. All that 
remains for me then to willi, to recommend, to in. 
culcate, to order, and to inftft upon, is Good. 
breedjng; without which, all your other qualifica
tions will be lame, unadorned , and to a certain d~
gree unavailing. And here I ft;ar, and have too 
much reafon to believe, th<lt you are greatly defici· 
ent. Therrernainder of this letter, therefore, ihall 
be (and it will not be the laft by a great many) 
Ilpon that fubje&. . "'-

A friend of yours and mine has very juru,. de. 
lined Good·breeding to be, Ih, ,ef.11 '.I m.tb good 

. . . fitifi. 
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ftnfl. [ome grJoJ-natrue, and n lillie fclf·Jenia/, /rJr fh, 
fake (Jf (Jther;, and with Q view to rJhtain the /linn ;ttJ.l. 
gence [rUrM thlm. Taking this (or granted (as I think 
it cannot be difputed), it is a1l:oni {bing to me, thnt 
any b(161.1' who h3.s good fenfe and good-nature (and 
] believe'wou have both) , can effentially fail in good_ 

.breeding. As to the modes of it, indeed, they vary 
according to perfoos, places, and circumftances ; t 

:lnd are only to be acquired by obfervation and ex-
1>Cr,;"'oce; but the fubfhmce .of it is every where 

. .anE eternally the fame. Good manners are, to F -
1:ic~ieties, wha.t good morals arc to [ociety io. 
gener3.1 ; their ,ement, and their fecurity. And. 
as laws are enaCled to enforce good morafs, or at 
leaft to pre\'ent the ill effeCl:s of bad ones; fo there 
are certain rules of civility, univerfally impli~d and 
recei\'ed, to enforce good manners, and puni1h bad 
ones. And indeed there fcems to me to be lers dif
ference, both between the crimes and punifhmc-nts. 
than at firft one would imagine. The immoral man, 
who invades another·, property, is juftly hanged for: 
it ; . and the ill-bred man, who, by his ill-manners, 
invades and difturbs the quiet and comforts of pri ... 
nte l~fe, is by common confent as juftly banilhed 
fociety. :Mutual complaifances, attentions, and 
facrifices of little conv.eniences, are as natural an J 

implied compaCt between dviliz~d peoi1e, as pro
tettion and obedience are betw en Kings and fub
jeCts: whoever, in either cafe, violates that com
p~, juftly forfeits all advantages arifing frOID it. 
FQf my own part, I ~ally think, that, I)e~t to the 

confcioufnefi 
• 
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confcioufnefs of doiog a good aClion, that of doiJ1g 
a civil one js the maft pleafing; ano the epithet 
wnich I 1'hould covet the mofr; n~x"e to that of 
Ariftides, would be that of well-bred. 'l' hm much 
for good-breeding in general: I will now <;r'.Jnfi de r 
fome of the various modes and degrees of / 

Very few, fcarcely any, are wanting in the rerpe&., 
which they !bould ihowto thofe whom they acknow
ledge to be infinitely their fuperiors; [uch as Crowned 
Heads, Princes, and public per[ons of difiingui111ed 
and eminent pafts. It is the man ner of ihowing tha 
~fpe& which is different. T he man of fa . n, and ' 
of the world, exprcffes it in its fuJ,k fl extent ; but 
naturally, eaftly, and without concern : whereas a 
man, who is not ufcd to keep good company} cx
preffes it awkwardly; one fee s that he is not ufed to 

,it, and that it cofts hi m a great deal : bllt I never 
faw the worft-bred man living gui lty of loil~g, 

whiftling , [eratching his llcad, and fueh-li ke inde
cencies, in cpmpany that he refpeCl:ed. In fuch 
companies, therefore, the only point to be attended 
to is, to !how that refpe8-, which e:lrery body me-ans 
to 1how, in an eafy, uncmbarraffcd, and graceful 

manner. This is what obferV'ation and experience 
muft teach you. 

In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make 
part of thelD is, for the time at leaft, fuppofed to 
be upon a footing of equality with the refl:; and 

-confequently, as there is no one principal obje~ of 
aw~ and refpeCt:, pepple are 'apt to take a greater}iti

tude in t.heir behaviour, and to be lef$ upon their 

gu~d; 
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guard; and fa they may, prOl· jded it be within cer
tain bounds, which are lIpon no occafioj{ to be 
tranfgreffed . .J But, upon thefe occafions, thUllgJi 
DO. one is entitled to diftinguilhcd marks of refpcCt, 
every ope cbims, and very juCdr, c\rery mark of 
civility ",d good-bre~d i ng. & fe is al1owcd, but 
rarelelfne[s and negligence are fi:ri t'Uy forbidden. 
If a man accofts you , and talks to you eve r fo dully 
or frivollOy, it is worfe than rude nefs, it is brutality, 
to !ho~ him, by a manifefl inattention to what he 
fays, that you think him a fool or a blockhc.ad, ¥ld 
~'of w~hearing. It is much more fa wit h regard 
to women; who -of what~ver rank they are, :ire 

entitled, in c~nfiSeration of their fex, not only to 
an attentive, but an ' officious good-breeding from 
men. T heir little wants, liking~, di fiikes, prefer

ences, antip:nhies, fancies, whims, and even im

pertinencies, muft be officiou!ly attended to , flat
tered, and. if pefIible, gucffcd at and antici pated,. 
by a well-bred man. You mufi: never ufurp to your
felf thofe convenicncies and agremlnt which are of 
c~mpon right; fuch as the be fr places, the beft 
dillies, ESc.; but, on the contrary, always decline 

them yourfclf, and after t hem to others ; wbo, ia 
their turns, wiU offer them to you; fo thilt, upon 
the whole, you will , iq your turn, enjoy your fuare 
of the common right. It would be endlcfs for me 

to enume"ate all the particular inllances i~ which :I 

well-bred ~ !haws his 'good.bree.ding in go.d· 
comrtany; al'ld ir would be injur~ous to you to fup. 

pofe that your own good fenfe )Vil1 not point them 
. ' : out 

" 
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out to you; and then your own good-n~tur~ will 
recommend, and your felf-interefr erlforcc, the prac .. 

bce: \ ' 
There is a third fort of gooo-breec1ing. in whj~h 

. people are moft apt to fail, from a very mift.-,k..en no
tion, that they cannot fail at all. 1 ,mean/ with re
gard to one's moft familiar friends and acquaintances ,. 
or thofe who really are our inferiors; and there, 
undoubtedly, a greater degree of eafe is not only al
lowed, but proper, and cont ri bu~es much to the~CIi)m· . 

fort> of a private, facial life. But that cafe and free..;. 
dam have their bounds too, which muil: b~ah!i 
be ,·iolated: A certain degree of negligence and 
carelelfnefs becomes injuri ous and inful ting, from 
the real or fuppofed inferiority of the per[ons: and 
that delightful liberty of converfation ~mong a few 
fr iends is foon deftroyed, as libeny often h3S been, 
by being carried ' to licentioufn efs. But example 
explains things heft, and I will put a pretty 1hong 
cafe. Suppofc you and me alone together j I believe 
you ~ill allow that f ha\"e as good a right to un
limited freedom in your company,- as either YQ,u pr 
I can poffibly have in any other;. and I am apt to 
believe, too, that you would indulge me in that 
freedom, as far as any body would. But, not
.,ithftanding this, dQ you imagine_that I fuould 
think there :were no boundi to that freedom? I 
aff'ure you, I fuould not tllink fa; and}' take my
felf to be as much tied down by a cert~ degree of 
good manners to you, as by other degrees orr-hem 
to other poople. , Were Ito thow you, by. maDife~ ' 

inat, 
• 
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inattention to what you [aid to me, that I was think
ing of fometbing eIre the whole t ime; were I to 

ya.wn extrearlely . f~, or break. wind in your com
p.an)" I fhould th ink that I behaved myfe1f to you 
l ike aJieaft, and 1110UId not expe& that you would 
care to l'¥quem mc. No; The malt familiar and 

.int im:lte habitudes , conneB:ions, and friendfbips, re. 
q uire a degree of good-breeding, both to preferve 
and cement them. If e,'cr a man and his wife , or :t 
.man ~d his miCtrefs, who p:1.f~ nights as well3S days 
together, al:>folutely by afide all gQod~breedfngJ 
tlleir~lacy wYJ foon degenerate into a coo~fe 
familiarity, inF..~ibly produCli\'c of contempt or 
d ilguft. The beet of us haye our bad fides; and it 
is as imprudent , :1:) it is i11 -brt!d, to exhibit them. 
1 Ihall certainly not ufe ceremony with you; it 
would be mi fpbced betwee~ us: but f ihlll certainly 
obfe n 'e that degree of good-breeding with yOll; 
which is, in the tirft pl::!.ce, deeellt, !tm1 which, 1 
am (u re, is abfolutdy neceflary to make us like one 

another's comp:my long. 
I will fay no more now, tlpOn this important (ub

jelt of good . breeding ; upon whieh I have already 
dwelt too long. it may be, for ont! letter ; and upon 
whic h I 'hall frequently refrefu rour memory here
a.fter: but I will cOhc1udl!: with thefe axioms : 

• That the deepeft learn ing, without good-breeding, 
is unwelcome and tirefome pedantry, ruld of ufe no 
wl,leryut 'in , a man's own clafet; and confequently 

of littl~ or no ure at all. 
VOL. 11. U . Thai 

/ 
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That a man, who is not perfeCtly well-bre,d, i5 
unfit for good company, and unwe! me in it; will 
confequently diJlike it [oon, afterwards \'~nounce it; 
and be reduced to folitude, or, what is ,~~or[c, \0 
low and bad company. .r 

That a man, who is 'hot well-bred, is furi as unfit 
for builne[s as for company. 

Make then, my dear child, I conjure you, Good
breeding the great objeCt of your thoughts and 
aCtions, at leaft half the day. Obfcn"e carefully the
belf.l.\'iour and "manners of thofe who are diftin';.. 
guiihed bY.their good-breeding .. imitate,~riol 
deavour to excel, tllat you may at\~eaft reach them; 
and be cOn\'inced that good-breeding is, to all 
worldly qualifications, what charity is to all Chriftian 
vlftues. Obfcn'e how it adorns merit, and how 
often it conrs the want of it. May you wear it to 
adorn , and not-to cover you! Adieu. 

-

LETTER CCI. 

-
London, NOl'. '4th, O. S. '749-

DEAR. BoY, • 

THERE is a natural Good-breeding, which oc
curs te every 11\3" of common fen fe, and is pr~ired 
by every man of common good-nature. This good-

breeding 
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l>reeding is general, independent of modes; :md 
coufifts tn endeavours to pleafe and oblige our 
fellow-creafllres by all good offices, ilion of moral 
d.uties. This will be pra8:ifed by a good-natured 
Amed~an ravage, as eifentially as by the beft-bred 
Europea'l\. But then, I do not take it to extend to 

. the facrifice of our own conr-cniencics, for the fake of 
other 1>eople·~ . Utility introduced this fo rt of gQOd_ 
breeding, as it introduced commerce. and cftablilhed 

"'!l. truck of tlle little agrhntns ;lnd plenfures of.life. I 
facrifice fuch a conveniency to you, yuu facrifice' an-. , 
!Jther tOl.'ae; thisJ ommercc circulates, and every in •. 
d ividual finds hi!.. account in it upon the whole. The 
third fort of good-breeding is local , and i~yarjoufly 
modified, in not ollly different countries, but in dif
ferent towns of the fa.me country. But it muil: b~ 
founded upon the tvo'O former fofts : they a.re the mat
ter j to which, in this cafe, Fa!h.ion and Cuftom only 
give the different !hapes and impreffions. Whoever 
has the two firfi: forts, will eafily acquire this third 
fort of good-breeding, Wlli ch depends fingly upon 

• attention and obfervation. It is, properly, the paEth, 
the luftre, the laft finilb ing fhokes of good-breed
ing: I t is to be found only in Capitals, and even 
there it varies j the good-breeding of Rome differ~ 

. ing, in fame things, from that of Paris; that of 
Paris, in others, from that of Madrid; and that of 
Ma~.ridJ in many things, 'from that of London. A 
man ?V fenfe., therefore~ carefully. attends to t~e 
10cal m.anners.of the rerpeClive places where he IS. 

and takes for his models thore pcrf9Ds whom he ob-
U. ferr .. , • 
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{erves to be at the heq.d of the fa1hion and good
breeding. He watches how they ad ers themfelvea 
to their [uperiors, how they :t.Ccofi thei ;'~qua' 5, and 
how they treat, their inferiors; and lets none of t hofe 

l ittle oic~ties e(cape him , which are to good"'~reed 

iog what the laU: delicate and mafi, dy rqnchcs are 
to a good piClure ; and of which the vulgar ha\'c no . 
notipn , but by which good jurlges diftinguiih the 
rnafi:er. H e anends even to thei r ai r, d refs, and 
motion~. and imitates them, li bcnlly, an4 nClt 

feJ ~iltjy; he copies, but docs not mimic. Thef~ 
perfonal gr.aces aTC of vt!ry grea t .confequence. 1:'hey 
anticipate the felltiincnts, before \nerir can engage 
the underfianding; they captivate the heart, and 
ga':e rife, I be1ic\"c, to the extrangant notions of 
charms and philre rs. T he ir effects were fo fur~ 

prifing, that th~y were re:ckoned furpcrnatur~ 1. The 
moft graceful and ben·bred men, and the handfomeft 
and genteelcft women, give the molt philters; and , 
as I verily believe, without the ]e:afi: affiftance of the 
Cevil. P ray be riot only well dreifed, but fhining in 
your dref$; let it have du briJliJnt .,- 1 do not mc,ln by .. 
a c1umfy load of gold and filver, but by the tafre and 
fafhioD of it. "'·omen like and require it; they 
thi nk it an attentibn due to them: but. on the other 
hand , if your motions and carriage ate not grfl.cefui , . 
genteel, t.nd natural, your fine dothes will only dif
play your ;lwkwardnefs the more. But l am unwil

ling to fuppore you fiiJl awkward ; for fu~y, by 
this time, you mult have catched a good air in good 
cOtnpany... When you wellt from hence, y~u were 

not , 
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ad,:entirious rnd Weftmon:lfte.r ial . uiprig, I tlppre-

hend, is ndt the fear of the Graces; and I prefumc: 

ytm ac~uired none there. But now, if you will be 

p!eafe'd to obferve what people of the firft fa!hion do 

w ith "t hej} legs and arms, heads and bodies, you will 
• url uc" you rs to certain del:ent laws of motion. You 

d anced pretty well here. and ought to dance. "ery 
_w ell before YOLI come home i for what one is obliged 
to do' fomet:mes , one ought to be able to do WeIf. 
~c fi(!e s , 1.1 belle d(1Ufi donne du briJlO'lt a u. J~U"t 
hom me. And YOl:' {houJd endeavour to Chine. A 

cal m feren ity, negari\'e merit and graces , do not 

become your age. You ihouJd be alerte, adrrJlI, vjf; 
be wan ted , t!lIked of, im patiently expected , and un~ 

willingly parted with in company. I iliould be glad 
to hear half a dozen women of falb ion fay, 0,) rfl 
dOIiC 16 peJil Stanhope? !t!!e ne wen/.j( ? II j aut ovotUr 

qu'it eft a/mab/e. All thi s J do not m~all flngl}' witl\ 
regard to women as the principal objeCt:; bur wlth 

regard to me~, and with a "iew of making }'ourfeJf 
contlderable. For, wi th "cry [mall va'riarions, the 

fame things thar pl~afe women pJeafe men; aod a 
man, wlwfe manners are foftened and polifhed by 
women of fafhion , and who is formed by them to 

an habitual attention and complaifance , will pleafe, 

engage. ~nd corineCt: men, murh eafier -and more 
t ban he would otnerwife. You muft be fenfible that 

you c.ft{not rife in the world, without forming COll

nections, and engaging different charatlers to con 4 

U 3 : {pire 

• 
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fpjre in your' point. You mqft maY...e ~them your de .. 
pendents, without their knowing it, a.p~ clid:atc; ~Q 

them while you {cern to be directed by t!rern .. 'l'~ore 
nccdfary cannea-ions can never be formed, or pJ;c" 
fenred, but by an uninte rrupted [cries of c;O'mplai"l 
rance, attentions, politene[s, and forne c6nftra.int. 
Youmuft engage their hearts, if you would have their ' 
fuppoer; you muft watch the moliia tempora, and 
captivate them by the agrlmens, and charms of can· 
verration. People will not be called out to your fer- ' • vice oeIy when you want them; and, if you expeCt 
to receive i1:rength . from them, ·they muft receive 
either pleafure or advantage from you. 

I received in this infiant a letter from Mr. Harte:, 
of the 2-d N. S. which I will an(wer foon; in the 
mean time, I return him my thanks for it, through 
you. The conftant good accounts which he gives 
me of you will make me [ufpect him of parl ialiry, 
and think him Ie mldecin /ant l/Iieux. Con1i.der1 

therefore, what we ight any future depofition of his, 
agninft you; muft neceffarily have witl; me. As in 
that cafe he will be a very unwilling , he muft con .. 
feq~ently ~e a " c: ry il~portant wunefs. Adieu. • 

• 
• 

• • 

LET-n;R , 
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f' LET T E R CCII. 

DE .. a BoY, 

M ~ la,{t was upon the fubjeCl: or Good~breeding ; 
• but, I think, it rather fet before you tbe unfitnefs and 

difadvi ntages of Ill-breeding, ~than the utility and ~e. 
ceffity of Good: i~ was rather negative than pofitive. 

- This, therefore, :Chall go farther) and explain to you 
the neceffity, which you,. of all people livin~ lie 
. -' under, not only of. being pofit,ive1y a.nd aCtively 
well -bred, but of !hining and diftinguiiliing your
{elf by your good, breeding, Confidh your own 
fituation in every p:lrticular .. and judge whether it is 

not effentially your intereft, by your own good-breed
ing to others, to feeure theirs to you i and that, let 

me affure. you, is the only way of doing it; for peo
ple will repay, and with intereft tno, inattention 
with inattention, negleCt with negleCl , and ill-man
ners with worfe; which may engage you in very dif
agreeable affair~" In tile next place, your profeffion 
requi res, more than any other, the nicea and mo (\: 

diftinglOilhed good-breeding, Y QU will negotiate 
with ,rery li ttle fuecefs, if you do not previoufiy, by 
your manners, conciliate and engage the affections 
of thofe with whom you are to negotiate.. Can you 
ever get" into the confidence and the feerets of the " 
Cou¢ where you may 11appen to refide, if you ha\'e 
pot t,hofe pleafing, infinuating manners~ which alone 

can procu,re thefl,1? Upon my word, 1 do nor fay too 

• U 4 much, 




