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has never yet given me fo much anxiety as that
~which T now feel. While you are in danger, I
fhall bein fear ; and you are in danger at Turin.
Mr. Harte will, by his care, arm you as well as he
can againft it ; but your own good fenfe and refolu-
tion can alone make you invulnerable. I am in-
formed, there are now many Englith at the Aca-
demy at Turin; and I fear, thofe are juft {fo many
dangers for you to encounter. Whe they are, I do
not know ; but I well know the general ill conduét,
the indecent behaviour, and the illiberal views, of
my young countrymen abroad ; efpecitlly wherever
they are ini numbers together. Ill example is of it
felf dangerous enough; but thofe who give it fel-
dom ftop there; they add their infamous exhort-
ations and invitations ; and, if thefe fail, they have
recourfe to ridicule ; which is harder for cne of your
age and inexperience to withftand, than either of the
former. Be upon your guard, thercfore, againft
thefe batteries, which will all be played upon you.
You are not {fent abroad to converfe with your own
countrymen : among them, ingeneral, you will get
little knowledge, no languages, and, I am fure, ne
manners. I defire that you will form no connexions,
nor (what they impudently eall) friendfhips, with
thefe: people; which are, in truth, only combina-
tions and confpiracies againit good morals-und good
manners. There is commonly, in young people,
facility that makes them unwilling to refufc an
thing that is atked of them ; a meuvaife honte, that|
makes them afhamed to refufe; and, at the 'f
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time, an ambition of pleafing and fhining in the
company they keep : thefe feveral caufes produce
he beft effect in good company, but the very worft
in bad. If people had no vices but their own, few
would have fo many as they have. For my own
part, I would fooner wear other people’s clothes
than their vices; and they would fit upon me juft as
well. T hope you will have none ; but, if ever you
have, 1 beg, at leaft, they may be all your own.
Vices of adoption are, of all others, the moft dif-
graceful and unpardonable. There are degrees in
vices, as well as in virtues; and I muft do my coun-
trymen the juftice to fay, ‘they generally take their
vices in the loweft degree. Their gallantry is the
infamous mean debauchery of ftews, juftly attended
and rewarded by the lofs of their health, as well as
their charadter. Their pleafures of the table end in
beaftly drunkennefs, low riot, broken windows, and
very often (as they well deferve) broken bones. They

_game, for the fake of the vice, not of the amufe-

ment,.and therefore carry it to excefs; undo, or are
undone by their companions. By fuch condué, and
in fuch company abroad, they come home the un-
improved, illiberal, and ungentlemanlike creatures,
that one daily fees them ; thatis, in the Park, and
in the ftreets, for one never meets them in good
compar-l} where they have neither manners to pre-
fent themfelyes, nor merit to be reccived. But,
with the manners of footmen and grooms, they af-
{ume their drefs too; for, you muft have obferved

“them in the fircets here, in dirty b!ue frocks, Wlthf. _

O3 oakenl
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oaken fticks in their hands, and their hair greafy
and unpowdered, tucked up under their hats of an
enormous fize. Thus finithed and adorned by their
travels, they become the difturbers of play-houfes ;
they break the windows, and commonly the land-
lords, of the taverns where they drink ; and are at
once the fupport, the terror, and the viétims, of
the bawdy-houfes they frequent. Thefe poor mif-
taken people think they fhine, and fo they do in-
deed ; but it is, as putrefaction fhines, in the dark.
I am not now preaching to you, like an old fel-
* low, upon either.religious or moral texts: I am per-
fuaded you do not want the beft infiructions of that
kind ; but I am advifing you as a friend, as a man
of the world, as one who would not have you old
whileyou are young, but would have you take all
the pleafures that reafon points out, and that de-
cency warrants. I will therefore fuppofe, for argu-
ment's fake (for upon no other account can it be
fuppofed), that all the vices sbove-mentioned were
perfe@ly innocent in themfelves; they would fill™
degrade, vilify, and fink, thofe who praétifed them;
would obftruét their rifing in the world, by deba-
fing their charadters; and give them a low turn of
mind and manners, abfolutely inconfiftent with their
making any figure in upper life, and great bufinefs.
What T have now faid, together with ybur own
good fenfe, is, I hope, fufficient to arm you againft
the feduction, the invitations, or the profligate ex-
hortations (for I cannpt call them temptations) of
thofe “unfortunate young people, - On the otherw,
. h'ﬂd,
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hand, when they would engage you in thefe {chemes,
content yourfelf with a decent but fteady refufal;
avoid controverfy upon fuch plain points.. You are
too young to convert them, and, I truft, too wife
to be converted by them. Shun them, not only in
reality, but even in appearance, if you would be
well received in good company ; for people will al-
ways be fhy of receiving a man, who comes from a
place where the plague rages, let him look ever fo
healthy. There are fome exprefiions, both in
French and Englith, and fome charaéters, both in
thofe two“and in other countries, which have, I
dare fay, mifled many young men to their ruin.
Une bonnéte débauche, une jolie débauche ; an agreeable
rake, a man of pleafure. Do not think that this
means debauchery and profligacy : nothing like it,
It means at moft the accidental and unfrequent irre-
gularities of youth and vivacity, in oppofition to
dulnefs, formality, and want of {pirit. A commerce
galant, infenfibly formed with a woman of fafhion 3
a glafs of wine or two too much unwarily taken, in
the warmth and joy of good company: or fome in-
nocent. frolic, by which nobody is injured ; are the
utmoft bounds of that life of pleafure, which a man
of fenfe and decency, who has a regard for his cha-
tacter, will allow himfelf, or be allowed by others,
Thofe who tranfgrefs them in the hopes of fhining,
mifs their aim, and become infamous, or at leaft
contemptible,

The length or fho'tqefs of your fray at Turin will

fufficiently inform me (even though M. Harte
Q4 fhould



= ——
-

(@00  LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS

thould not) of your conduct there; for, as I have
told you before, Mr. Harre has the ftricteft orders
to carry you away immediately from thence, upon
the firft and leaft {ympton of infection that he dif-
covers about you; and I know him to be too con~
fcientioufly fcrupulous, and too much your friend
and mine, not to execute them exactly. More-
over, I will inform you, that I fhall have conftant
accounts of your behaviour from Comte Salmour,
the Governor of the Academy; whofe fon is now
here, and my particular friend, I have alfo other
good channels of intelligence, of which I'do not ap~
prife you. But, fuppofing that all turns out well at
Thurin, yet, as I propofe your being at Rome, for
the Jubilee at Chriftmas, 1 defire that you will ap~
ply yourfelf diligently to your exercifes of dancing,
fencing, and nding, at the Academy; as well foy
the fake of your health and growth, as to fathion
and fupple you, You muft not neglect your drefs
neither, but take care to be dien mis. Pray fend for
the beft Operator for the tecth, at Turin, where I”
iuppofe there is fome famous one; and let him put
yours in perfect order; and then take care to keep
them fo afrerwards yourfelf. You had very good
tecth, and I hope they are fo fiill ; but even thofe

who have bad ones fhould keep them clean; fora
dirty mouth is, in my mind, ill manners: i fhort,
negle@ nothing that can poflibly pleafe. A thou-
fand namelefs little things, which nobody can de-
feribe, but which every body feels, confpue to form
that wbole of piuﬁng ; as the feveral pieces of a Mo

du &c.
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faic-work, though feparately of little beauty or va-
lue, when properly joined, form thofe beautiful
figures which pleafc every body. A look, a gef-
ture; an attitude, a tone of voice, all bear their
parts iR the great work of pleafing. The art of
pleafing 1s more particularly neceffary in your in-
tended profeflion, than perhaps in any other; it is,
in truth, the firft half of your bufinefs ; for, if you
do not pleafe the Court you are fent to, you will"be
of very little ufe to the Court you are fent from.
Pleafe the eyes and the ears, they will introduce
you to thé heart; and, nine times in ten, the heart
governs the underftanding.

Make your court particularly, and fhow diftin-

guifhed attentions, to fuch men and women as are
beft at Court, higheft in the fathion, and in the
opinion of the publick; fpeak advantageoufly of
them, behind their backs, in companies who, ycfu
have reafon to believe, will tell them again. Exprefs
your admiration of the many great men that the
Houfe of Savoy have produced; obferve, that Na-
ture, inftead of being exhaufted by thofe efforts,
feems to have redoubled them, in the perfons of the
prefent King, and the Duke of Savoy: wonder, at
this rate, where it will end ; and conclude, that it
muft end in the government of all Europe. - Say
this, likewife, where it will probably be repeated s
but fay it unaffetedly, and, the laft efpecially,
with a kind'of enjouement. 'Thefe little arts are very
allowable, and muft be made ufe of in the courfe

- of
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of the world ; they are pleafing to one party, . ufeful
to the other, and injurious to nobody.

‘What I have faid with regard to my countrymen
in general does not extend to them all without ex-
¢eption ; there are fome who have both merit and
manners. Your friend, Mr. Stevens, is among the
latter, and I approve of your connection with him.
You may happen to meet with fome others, whofe

_friendfhip may be of great ufe to you hereafter, ei-
ther from their fuperior talents, or their rank and
fortune ; cultivate them : but then I defire that Mr,
Harte may be the judge of thofe perfons.'

Adieu, my dear child! Confider ferioufly the
importance of the two next years, to your charaéter,
your figure, and your fortune.

LETTER CLXXXIIL

London, May the 22d, O.5. 1749.
Dear Bov,

I RECOMMENDED to you in my laft an inno- |
cent picce of art; that of flattering people behind
iheir backs in prefence of thofe who, to make their
own court, much more than for your fake, will not
fail to repeat, and even amplify, the praife to the
party ccmcerned This is, of allﬂa.tt:ery, the moft
pleafing,

<
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I'pleafing, and confequently the moft effeftual.
There are other, and many other inoffenfive arts of
this kind, which are neceffary in the courfe of the
world, and which he who praétifes the earlieft, wiil
pleafe the moft, and rife the fooneft. The {pirits
and vivacity of youth are apt to negleét them as
ufelefs, or rejeét them as troublefome. But fubfe-
quent knowledge and experfence of the world re-
mind us of their importance, commonly when it ig
too late. The principal of thefe things is the maf-

| tery of one’s temper, and that coolnefs of mind, and
ferenity of countenance, which hinders us from dif=
covering, by words, actions, or even looks, thofe
" paffions or fentiments, by which we are inwardly
moved or agitated: and the difcovery of which
gives cooler and abler people fuch infinite advan-
tages over us, not only in great bufinefs, but in all

' the moft common occurrences of life. A man who
dnﬂ not poflefs himfelf enough to hear difagreeable

/thmgs without vifible marks of anger and change
of countenance, or agreeable ones without {fudden
burfts of joy and expanfion of countenance, is at

Jthe mercy of every artful knave, or pert coxcomb:
the former will provoke or pleafe you by defign, to

Jcatch unguarded words or looks; by which he will
eafily decypher the fecrets of your heart, of which

gyou frould keep the key yourfelf, and truft it with

‘no man living. The latter ‘will, by his abfurdity,

- and without intending it, produce the fame difco-
“veries, of which other people will avail themfelves.
You will fay, pofﬁbly, that this coolnefs .muft be

confli- 7,.!
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conftitutional, and confequently does not depend
upon the will ; and I will allow that conftitution has
fome power over us; but I will maintain too that
people very often, to excufe themfelves, very un-
Juftly accufe their conftitutions. Care and’ reflec-
tion, if properly ufed, will get the better; and a
man may as furely get a habit of letting his reafon
prevail over his conftitution, as of letting, as moft
people do, the latter prevail over the former. If
you find yourfelf fubjet to fudden ftarts of paffion,
or madnefs, (for I fee no difference between them,
but in their duration), refolve within }'éurfelf, at
leaft, never to {peak one word while you feel that
emotion within you. Determine too, to keep your

i countenance as unmoved and unembarrafled as pof- |

fible; which fteadinefs you may get a habit of by |
} conftant attention. I fhould defire nothing better,
in any negociation, than to have to do with one of
thefe men of warm, quick paffions; which I would
take care to fet in motion. By artful provocations,
I would extort rath and unguarded expreffions; and,
by hinting at all the feveral things that I could fuf-
pet, infallibly difcover the true one, by the alter-

)
‘ation it occafioned in the countenance of the perfon.l

\ Polto [tiolto con penfieri firetti is a moft ufeful maxim
in bufinefs. 1t is fo neceffary at fome games, fuch
a8 Berlan, Quinze; &e. that a man who had not the
«command of his temper and countenance, would in-
fallibly be undone by thofe who had, even though
_ they played fair, Whereas, in bufinefs, you al-
~ ways play with ﬂmrpers, to whom, at leaft, you

fhoyld |
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ﬂlould give no fair advantavos. It may be eb]e&ed

that ] am now recommending diffimulation to you:

I both' own and juftify it. It has been long faid,
Rui nefcit diffimulare, nefiit vegnare : 1 go ftill farther,
and.fax, that without diffimulation no bufinefs ca
be carried on at all. It is gmulation that is falfe
mean, and criminal: that is, the cunning which}
Lord Bacon calls crooked or left-handed wifdom,"
and which is never made ufe of but by thofe who
have not true wifdom. And the fame great man'y
fays, that diffimulation is only to hide our own

. cards ; whereas fimulation is put on in order to look |
into other people’s. Lord Bolingbroke, in his
*¢ Idea of a Patriot King,” which he has lately pub:-- ,
lithed, and which I will fend you by the firft oppor= "
tunity, fays very juftly, that fimulation is a flilettoz
not only an unjuft, but an unlawful, weapon, and
the ufe of it very rarely to be excufed, never jufti=|
fied. Whereas diffimulation 1s a fhield, as fecrecyg
is armour ; and it is no more poffible to preferve fe-*
crecy in bufinefs without fome degree of diffimuka.-
tioit, than it is to fucceed in bufinefs without fecrecy,
He goes on, and fays, that thofe two arts, of dlﬁa i
mulation and fecrecy, are like the alloy mingled.
with pure ore: a little is neceflary, and will net
debafe the coin below its proper ftandard ; but.
more than that little be crnploycd (that is, fimula~
tion and cunning), the coin lofes its currency, Iﬂ&
the coiner: his credit. %

# Make yourfelf abfolute mafter, therefore, of m

temper _and yous coyntemance, fo far, at _-_
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-~ that no vifible change do appear in either, whatever
you may feel inwardly. This may be difficult, but
it is by no means impoffible ; and as a man of fenfe
mever attempts impoffibilities, on one hand ; on the
other, he is never difcouraged by difficulties ; on
the contrary, he redoubles his induftry and his dili-
gence ; he perfeveres, and infallibly prevails at laft.
In any point which prudence bids you purfue, and
which a manifeft utility attends, let difficulties only
animate your induftry, not deter you from the pur-
fuit. If one way has failed, try another; be active,

* perfevere, and you will conquer. Some people are

-~

}
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to be reafoned, fome flattered, fome intimidated, |

and fome teazed into a thing; but, in general, all
. are to be brought into 1t at laft, if fkilfully applied
to, properly managed, and indefatigably attacked
in their feveral weak places. The time fhould like-
| wife be judicioufly chofen ; every man has his mo/lia
Zempora; but that is far from being all day long; and
you would choofe your time very ill, if you applied

to a man about one bufinefs, when his head was full |

i of another, or when his heart was full of grief, an-

ger, orany other difagreeable fentiment,

In order to judge of the infide of others, ftudy
| your own; for men in general are very much alike;
- and, though one has one prevailing paffion, and an-
~ other has another, yet their operations are much the
. fame; and whatever engages or difgufts, pleafes or

offends you, in others, will, mutatis mutandis, en-

Obferve, with the utmoft attention, all the opera-

| 3 tions

-gage, . difguft, pleafe, or offend others, in you.
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tions of your own mind, the nature of your paffions,
and the various motives that determine your will ;
and you may, in a great degree, know all mankind.
For inftance; do you find yourfelf hurt and morti-
fied when another makes you feel his fuperiority,
and your own inferiority, in knowledge, parts,
rank, or fortune? you will certainly take great care
not to make a perfon, whofe good will, good word,
intereft, efteem, or friendthip, you would gain,
fecl that fuperiority in you, in cafe you have it. If
difagreeable infinuations, {ly fncers, or repeated
contradi¢tions, teaze and irritate you, would you
ufe them, where you with to engage and pleafe ?
Surely not; and I hope you wifh to engage and
pleafe, almoft univerfally. The temptation of fay-
ing a fmart and witty thing, or bon met; and the
malicious applaufe with which it is commonly re-
ceived, has made people who can fay them, and
ftill oftener people who think they can, but cannot,
and yet try, more enemies, and implacable ones too,
than any one other thing that I know of. When
{uch-things, then, fhall happen to be faid at your
expence (as fometimes they certainly will), refleék
{erioufly upon the fentiments of uneafinefs, anger,
and refentment, which they excite in you; and
confider whether it can be prudent, by the fame
means, to excite the fame fentiments in others
againft you, It is a decided folly to lofe a friend |
Afor a jeft; but, in my mind, it is nota much lefs
Aegree of folly, to make an enemy of an indifferent/
‘and neutral perfon, for the fake of a Zon mot. When},
5 . things |
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mgs of this kind happen to be faid of you, the
moft prudent way is to feem not to fuppofe that }
they are meant at you, but to ciffemble and con-
ceal whatever degree of anger you may fecl inwardly ;
and, fhould they be fo plain, that you cannot be
fuppofed ignorant of their meaning, to join in the
laugh of the company againft yourfelf; acknow-i
dedge the hit to be a fair one, and the jeft a good | '
one, and play off' the whole thing in feeming good {
humour ; but by no means reply in the fame way; ¥
which only thows that you are hurt, and publifhes |
the victory which you might have econcealed. {
Should the thing faid, indeed, injure your honour, ;
or moral charaéter, "there is but one proper reply ;
which I hope you never will have occafion to make.
As the female part of the world has fome influ-
ence, and often too much, over the male, your
conduét with regard to women (I mean women of
fathion, for I cannot fuppofe you capable of con-
verfing with any others) deferves fome fhare 11 your
reflections.  They are a numerous and loquacious
body : their hatred would be more prejudicial, than
their friendfhip can be advantageous to you. A ge-
_neral complaifance, and attention to that fex, 15
. therefore eftablithed by cuftom, and certainly ne-
ceflary.s But where you would particularly pleafe
any one, whofe fituation, intereft, or connedtions,
- €an be of ufe to you, you muft thow particular pre-
ference. The leaft attentions pleafe, the greateft
- charm them. The innocent, but pleafing flattery
of their perfons, however grofs, is greedily fwal-
. lowed,

|
{
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{lowed, and kindly digefted ; but a feeming regard
| for their underftandings, a feeming defire of, and
| deference for their advice, together with a feeming
" confidence in their moral virtues, turns their heads
| intirely in your favour, Nothing fhocks them fo
much as the leaft appearance of that contempt,
which they are apt to fufpeét men.of entertaining of
their capacities : and you may be very fure of gain-
ing their friendfhip, if you feem to think it worth
gaining. Here diffimulation is very often neceflary,
and even fimulation fometimes allowable ; which, as
it pleafes them, may be ufeful to you, and is inju-
rious to nobody. :
# This torn theet, which I did not obferve when 1
began upon it, as 1t alters the figure, (hortens too the
length of my letter. It may very well afford it: my
anxiety for you carries me infenfibly to thefe lengths.
I am apt to flatter myfelf, that my experience, at the -
latter end of my life, may be of ufe to you, at the
beginning of yours; and I do not grudge the greateft
trouble, if it can procure you the leaft advantage. I~
even repeat frequently the fame things, the better
to imprint them on your young, and, I fuppofe, yet -
giddy mind ; and I fhall think that part of my time |
the beft employed, that contributes to make you em-
- ploy yours well. God blefs you, child !

* The original is written upon a theet of paper, the comner
of which is torn,

o 4
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LETTE R CLXXXIV.
ZLondon, June the 16th, O. S. 1749,

DeAr Boy,

I. DO not guefs where this letter will find you ; but
I hope it will find you well : I dire& it eventually
to Laubach; from whence, I fuppofe, you have
taken care to have your letters fent after you. I re-
ceived no accounts from Mr. Harte by laft poft;

. and the mail dde this day is not yet come inr; fo
- that my informations come down no lower than the

2d Juhe, N:S. the date of Mr. Harte’s laft letter.
As I am now eafy about your health, I am only cu-
rious about your motions, which, I hope, have been
either to Infpruck or Verona; for I difapprove ex-
tremely of your propofed long and troublefome jour-
ney to Switzerland. Wherever you may be, 1 re-
commend to you to get as much Italian as you can,
before you go either to Rome or Naples: a little
will be of great ufe to you upon the road; and the

- knowledge of the grammatical part, which you can

eafily acquire in two or, three months, will not only
facilitate your progrefs, but accelerate your perfection
in that langnage, when you go to thofe places
where it is generally {poken; as Naples, Rome, Flo-

* rence, &c.

Should the ftate of your health not yet adnmt of
your ufual application to books, you may, in a gleat

 degree, and I hope you will repair that lofs, by,u{'e-\
. % < ﬁll
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ful apd inftrutive converfations with Mr. Harte :
you may, for example, defire him to give you, in
converfation, the outlines, at leaft, of Mr. Locke’s
Logic; a general notion of Ethics, and a verbal
epitome of Rhetoric; of all which, Mr. Harte will
. give you clearer ideas in half an hour by word of
mouth, than the books of moft of the dull fellows
who have written upon thofe fubjects would do in a
week. _
I have waited fo long for the poft, which I hoped
would come, that the poft, which is juft going out,
obhges me fo cut this letter thort. God blefs you,
my dear child, and reftore you foon to perfect -
health!
My compliments to Mr. Harte ; to whofe care,
your life is the leaft thing that you owe.

LETTER CLXXXV.

London, June the 22d, O.S, 1749."

Deaxr Boy,

Tae outfide of your Tetter of the 7th, N. S: di-
rected by your own hand, save me more pleafure,

than the infide of any other letter ever dids I re-

ceived it yefterday, at the fame time with one from
M#Harte, of the 6th. They atrived at a very pro-

time, for they'.‘!ounH a confultation of Phyficians

57 P - in ¢
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" in my room, upon account of a fever, which T had
for four or five days, but which has now intirely
left me. As Mr. Harte fays, that your lungs, now
and then, give you a little pain ; and that your fwellings
come and go variably ; but as he mentions nothing of

“your coughing, fpitting, or fweating; the Doctors .
take it for granted, that you are intirely free from
thofe three bad {ymptoms; and from thence con-
clude, that the pain, which you fometimes feel upon
your lungs, is only {ymptomatical of your rheuma-
tic diforder, from the preflure of the mufcles, which
hinders the free play of the lungs. But however, as
the lungs are a point of the utmoft importance and
delicacy, they infift upon your drinking, in all
events, affes milk twice a day, and goats whey as
often as you pleafe, the oftener the better: in your
common diet, they recommend an attention to pec-

" torals, fuch as fago, barley, turnips, &' Thefe
rules are equally good in rheumatic, as in conlump-
tive cafes; you will therefore, I hope, firictly ob-
ferve them; for I take it for granted you are above
the filly likings, or diflikings, in which filly people
indulge their taftes, at the expence of their healchs.

I approve of your going to Venice, as much as I
difapproved of your going to Switzerland. T fup-
polt that you are by this time arrived ; and, in that'
fuppofition, I direét this letter there. Bat, if you

~thould find the heat too great, or the water offen-

Afive at this time of the year, I would have you go

~ammediately to Verona, and ftay there till the gacat

. heats are over, before you return to Venice.
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The time you will probably pals at Venice will
allow you to make yourfelf mafter of that intricate
and fingular form of government, of which few of
our travellers know any thing. Read, afk, and fee
every thing that is relative to it. There are, like-
- wife, many valuable remains of the remoteft anti-
quity, and many fine pieces of the Antico Moderno;
all which deferve a different fort of attention from
that which your countrymen commonly give them.
They go to fee then?, as they go to fee the Lions,
and Kings on horfcback, at the Tower here; only
to fay that they have feen them. You will, I am
fure, view them in another light; you will confider
them as you would a Poem, to which indeed they
are akin. You will obferve, whether the fculptor
has animated his ftone, or the painter his canvas,
into the juft expreflion of thole fentiments and paf-
fions, which fhould charaéterife and mark their fe-
veral figures. You will examine, likewile, whether,
in their groupes, there be an unity of action, or
proper relation; a truth of drels and manners,
Sculpture and painting are very juftly called liberal
arts; a lively and ftrong imagination, together with
a juft obfervation, being abfolutely neceffary to ex-
b cel i‘n""ef't!\'; which, in my opinion, is by no means
the cafe of mufic, ‘though called a liberal art,*and
now in Italy plied even above the other twos a
roof of the decline of that country. The Venetian
fchool produced many great painters, fuch as Paul
yrimefe, Titian, Palma, &e. hy whom you will fee,
f well in private houfes, as in churches, very.fine
P3 pieces.

!;l
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picces. The Laft Supper, by Paul Veronefe, ir the
church of St. George, is reckoned ' his capital per-
formance, and deferves your attention ; as does alfo
the famous picture of the Cornaro family, by Titian.
A tafte of {culpture and painting is,"in my mind, as
becoming, as a tafte of fiddling and piping 1s unbe-
coming a man of fathion. The former is connected
with Hiftory and Poetry; the lafter, with nothing
that T know of, but bad company.

Learn Iralian as faft as ever you can, that you may
be able to underftand it tolerably, and fpeak it a
little, before you go to Rome and Naples. * There
are many good Hiftorians in that language, and ex-
cellent Tranflations of the antient Greek and Latin
Authors ; which are called the Collana : but the only
two Italian Poets, that deferve your acquaintance,
are Ariofto and Taffo; and they nndoubtedly have
great merit.

-Make my compliments to Mr. Harte, and tell
him, that I have confulted about his leg; and that,
if it was only a {prain, he ought to keep a tight
bandage about the part, for a confiderable time,
and- do nothing elfe to it. Adien! Jubeo te bene
valere.

. -1 |
g s P Fea
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LETTER CLXXXVI

London, July the 6th, O.S.1749.
Dear Boy,

AS I am now no longer in pain about your health,
which, I truft, is perfectly reftored ; and as, by the
various accounts I have had of vou, I need not be
in pain about your learning ; -your correfpondence
may, for the future, turn upon lefs important points,
comparatively, though ftill very important oness I
mean, the Knowledge of the World, Decorum, Man-
ners, Addrefs, and all thofe (commonly. called " lit=
tle) accomplithments, which 4re abfolutely necef-
fary to give greater accomplifhments their full value
and luftre. ° :
‘Had I the admirable ring of G 'gvs, which ren~
dered the wearer invifible; and had I, at the fame |
time, thofe magic powers, which were very common |
formierly, but are now very fcarce, of tranfporting
myfelf, by a with, to any given place; my firft ex- = |
pedition would be to Venice, there to reconncitre you,
unfeenvmyfelf. I would, firft, take you in the morn-
ing, at breakfaft with Mr. Harte, and attend to.
your natural and unguarded converfation with him; |
from whence, I think, I'could pretty well judge of g
your natural turp of mind. How I fhould rejoice,
g2 1 overheard you atking him pertinent queﬁxw
upon ufeful fubjeéis! or ‘making judicious reﬂﬁ
\ P 4
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ﬁnnd’ upon the ftudies of that morning, or the oc-
currences of the former day! Then I would follow
you into the different companies of the day, and
carefully obferve in what manner you prefented
yourfelf to, and behaved yourfelf with, men of
* fenfe and dignity : whether your addrefs was re-
fpectful, and yet eafy; your air modeft, and yet
unembarraffed : and I would, at the fame time, pe-
‘netrate into their thoughts, in order to know whe-
ther your firft abord made that advantageous impref-
fion upon their fancies, which a certain addrefs, air,
and manners, never fail doing. I would,afterwards,
follow you to the mixed companies of the evening ;
fuch as affemblies, {uppers, ¢&9¢. and there watch if
you trifled gracefully and genteelly; if your good-
breeding and politénefs made way for your parts and
knowledge. With what pleafure thould T hear peo-
ple cry out, Che garbato Cavaliere, com’ é pulito, difin-
wolto, fpiritofo! 1f all thefe things turned out to my
mind, I would immediately affume my own fhape,
become vifible, and embrace you: but, if the con-
trary happened, I would preferve my invifibility,
make the beft of my way home again, and fink my
difappointment upon you and the world. As, un-
- fortunately, thefe fupernatural powers of Genii,
Fairies, Sylphs, and Gnomes, have had the fate of
the oracles they fucceeded, and have ceafed for fome
| time, I muft content myfelf (till we meet natu-
" rally, and in the common way) with Mr. Harte’s
‘written accounts of you, and the verbal ones which
I now and then receive from penplc who have feen\

» - you.

&
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you. However, I believe it would do you no ha.rm,
if you would always imagine that I were prefent,
and faw and heard every thing you did and faid.

- There is a certain concurrence of various little
circumftances, which compofe what the French call
Paimable ; and which, now you are entering into the
world, you ought to make it your particular. ftudy
to acquire. ‘Without them, your learning will be
pedantry, your converfation often improper, always
unpleafant, and your figure, however good in itfelf;
awkward and unengaging. A diamond, while rough,
has indeed its intrinfic value; but, till polifhed, is
of no ufe, and would neither be fought for, nor
worn. Its great luftre, it is true, proceeds from its .
folidity, and ftrong cohefion of parts; but without
the laft polifh, it would remain for ever a dirty,
rough mineral, in the cabinets of fome few curious
colleétors. You have, I hope, that folidity and co-
hefion of parts; take now as much pains to get the
luftre. Good compahy, if you make the right ufe
of it, will cut you into fhape, and give you the true
brilliant polith. A4 prepes of diamonds: I have feat .
you by Sir James Gray, the King's Minifter, who
will be at Venice about the middle of September,
my own diamond buckles; which are fitter for your
young feet, than for my old ones: they will pro=
perly adorn you; they would only expofe me. If
Sir James finds any body whom he can truft, and .
who will be at Venice before him, he will fend them_

/!ythatperfon; but if he fhould not, and that you
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ahou!d be gone from Venice before he gets thtrc,
he will in that cafe give them to your baoker, Mon-
fieur Cornet, to forward to you, wherever }ou may
then be. You are now of an age at which. the
adorning your perfon is not anly not ridiculous; but
proper and becoming. Negligence would imply,
. either an indifference about pleafing, or elfe an info-
lent fecurity of pleafing, without ufing thofe means
{ to which others are obliged to have recourfe. A
~ thorough cleanlinefs in your perfon is as néceffary,
for'your own health, asitis not to be offenflive to
other people. Wathing yourfelf, and rubbing your
t‘l:md“y and limbs frequently with a fleth-brufh, will
conduce as much to health as to cleanlinefs. A
particular attention to the cleanlinefs of your mouth,
teeth, hands, and nails, 1s but common decency, in
order not to offend people’s eyes and nofes.
I fend you here enclofed a letter of recommen-
dation to the Duke of Nivernois, the French Embaf-
fador at Rome ; who is, in my opinion, one of the
prettieft men I ever knew in my life. I do not
know a better model for you to form yourfelf upon :
~ pray obferve and frequent him as much as you can.
. He will thow you what Manners and Graces are.
" I 1hall, by fucceflive pofts, fend you more letters,
- both for Rome and Naples, where it will be your

~ own fault intirely, if you do not keep the very beft
!‘ m‘?

~As you will meet [warms ofs Germans wherever
- you go, I defire that you will conftantly eanver"\

o
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wn‘h them in their own language, wluch will im-
provc you in that language, and be, at the’ fame
, time, an agreeable piece of civility to them. |
" Your ftay in Italy will, I do not doubt, make you
crmcally mafter of Italian; I know it may, if you
pleafe, for it is a very regular, and confcquentlys
very ealy language. Adieu! God blefs you! . |

‘LETTE R .CLXXXVH. .

London, July the 2oth, O.S. 1"49 i

Dear Boy,

I WROTE to Mr. Harte laft Monday, the tyth, i
0. S, in anfwer to his letter of the 20th June, N.S. -y
which I had received but the day before, after an
interval of eight pofts; during which, I did not
know whether you or he exifted, and indeed I be=~
gan to think that you did not. By that letter you
ought at this time to be at Venice; where 1 hope
you are arrived in perfect health, after the baths of |
Tieffer, in cale you have made ufe of them. I hope |
they are not hot baths, if your lungs are fiill tender.

Your friend the Comte d'Einfiedlen is arrived
here: he has been at my door, and T have been at
; his; but we have not yet met. He will dine with
“ me fome day this week. Comte Lafcaris inquires
zfter you very frequmtly, and with gre;ttaﬁ"e' on:

. o
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M anfwer the letter which 1 forwarded to yoy. a
_great while ago from him. You may enclofe your
. anfwer to me, and I will take care to give it him,
- Thofe attentions ought never to be omitted; they
. coftlittle, and pleafe a great deal ; but the neglect of
! them offends more than you can yet imagine. Great
merit, or great failings, will make you refpected or
defpifed ; but trifles, little attentions, mere nothings,
. either done or neglected, will make you either liked
' or difliked, in the general run of the world. Ex-
amine yourfelf why you like fuch and fuch people,
and diflike fuch and fuch others; and you Will find,
that thofe different fentiments proceed from very
" flight caufes. Moral virtues are the foundation of
fociety in general, and of friendfhip in particular;
but Attentions, Manners, and Graces, both adorn
and ftrengthen them. My heart is {o fet upon your
pleafing, and confequently fucceeding in the world,
| that poffibly 1 have already (and probably fhall
| apain) repeat the fame things over and over to you.
However, to err, if 1 do err, on the furer fide, I
1hall continue to communicate to you thofe obferva-
tions upon the world, which long experience has
enabled me to make, and which I have generally
found to hold true. Your youth and talents, armed
with my experience, may go a great way; and that
armour is very much at your fervice, if you pleafe
to wear it. 1 premife, that it is not my imagination,
but my memory, that gives you thefe rules: Iam
ot writing pretty, but ufeful reflections. A man of

{oon difcovers, becaufe he Czu'eﬁlily obferves,
where,
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\- where, and how long, he is welcome ; and takes care
" Ko leave the company, at leaft as foon as he is wifhed
out of it. Fools never perceive where they are
either ill-timed or ill-placed.

Tam this moment agreeably ftopped, in the courfe
of my rcﬂeéhons, by the arrival of Mr. Harte's let-
ter of the 13th July, N. S. to Mr. Grevenkop, with
one enclofed for your Mamma. I find by it, that
many of his and your letters to me muft have mif-
carried ; for he fays, that I have had regular accounts
of y.ou: whereas all thofe accounts have been only,
his lettes of the 6th and yours of the yth June,
N. S.; his of the 20th June, N. S. to me; and now
his of the 13th July, N. S. to Mr. Grevenkop.
However, fince you are fo well, as Mr. Harte fays
you are, all is well. I am extremely glad you have
no complaint upon your lungs ; but I defire that yot
will think you have, for three or four months to
come. Keep in a courfe of affes or goats milk, for
one is as good as the other, and poffibly the latter is
the beft; and let your common food be as pectoral -
as*you can conveniently make it. Pray tell Mr. |
Harte that, according to his defire, I have wrote a
letter of thanks to Mr. Firmian. I hope you write
to him too, from time to time. The letters of re-
commendation of a man of his merit and learning
will, to be fure, be of gl:eat ufe to you among the
learned world in Italy ; that is, provided you take |
care to keep up to the character he gives you i

»*them; otherwife they will only add to 2. ¥ dl :

grace. TR
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“Confider that you have loft a good deal of time
by your illnefs; fetch it up now you are well. ‘A
prefent you thould be a good ceconomift of ‘your

- moments, of which company and fights will claim a
‘confiderable fhare; fo that thofe which remain for

- ftudy muft be not only attentively, but greedily em-
ployed. But indeed I do not fufpeét you of one
fingle moment’s idlenefs in the whole day. Idlenefs
is only the refuge of weak minds, and the holydayé
of fools. I do not call good company and liberal
pleafures, idlenefs; far from it; I recommend to
you a good fhare of both. c

I fend you here-enclofed a letter for Cardinal
Alexander Albani, which you will give him as {foon
as you can get to Rome, and before you deliver any
others; the Purple expeéts that preference; go next
to the Duc de Nivernois, to whom you are recom-
mended by feveral people at Paris, as well as by
myfelf. Then you may carry your other letters oc-
cafionally.

Remember to pry narrowly into every part of the
government of Venice: inform yourfelf of the Hif-

¢ tory of that Republic, efpecially of its moft re-

. markable @ras; fuch as the Ligue de Cambray, in

| 1509, by which it had like to have been deftroyed ;

. and the confpiracy formed by the Marquis de Bed-

. mar, the Spanifh Embaffador, to fubject it to the
- Crown of Spain. 'The famous difputes between that
qubllc and the Pope are worth your knowledge ;

:3 and the writings of the celebrated and learned Fra-.

- Paolo di Sarpi, upon that occafion, worth your read-

i : ing.
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Ndhg. It was once the greateft commercial Powerin

E@ﬁrope, and in®he 14th and 15th centuries made &
confiderable figure ; but at prefent its commerce is
decayed, and its riches confequently decreafed ; and,
far from meddling now with the affairs of the Con-
tinent, it owes its fecurity to its neutrality and ineffi-
ciency: and that fecurity will laft no longer, than.
till one of the great Powers in Europe engroffes the
reft of Italy; an event which this century poflibly
may, but which the next probably will fee.

Your friend Comte d’Einfiedlen, and his Gover-
nor, have been with me this moment, and delivered
me your letter from Berlin, of February the 28th,
N.S. Tlike them both fo well, that I am glad you
did ; and ftill more glad to hear what they fay of
you. Go on, and continue to deferve the praifes of
thofe who deferve praifes themfelves. Adiew.

I break open this letter to acknowledge yours of
the goth June, N. S. which I have but this inftant
received, though thirteen days antecedent in date to
Mr..Harte’s laft. I never in my life heard of bath~
ing four hours a day; and I am impatient to hear of
your fafe arrival at Venice, after {o extraordinary an
operation.,

LETTER |

N . o
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London, July the 3oth, O.S. 1749.
Dear Boy,

MR. HARTES letters and yours drop in upon
me moft irregularly; for I received, by the laft poft,
one from Mr. Harte, of the gth, N.S. and that
which Mr. Grevenkop had received from him, ‘the
poft before, was of the 15th; at laft, I fuppofe, I
thall receive them all. .

I am very glad that my letter, with Dr. Shaw’s
opinion, has leflened your bathing ; for, fince I was
“born, I never heard of bathing four hours a day;
which would furely be too much, even in Medea’s
kettle, if you wanted (as you do not yet) new boil-
ing.

. Though, in that letter of mine, I propofed your.
going to Infpruck, it was only in oppofition to Lau-
fanne, which I thought much too long and painful
a journey for you ; but you will have found, by my
fubfequent letters, that I intirely approved of Ve-
nice, where I hope you have now been fome time,
and which is a much better place for you to refide
at, tll you go to Naples, than either Tieffer or Lau-
_ bach. I love Capitals extremely; it is in Capitals
that the beft company 1s always to be found; and,

quently, the beft manners to be learned. Th
ery beft provincial places have fome awkward-
i - neffes,



#fles, that diftinguth their manners from thofe of -
%& Metropolis, A propos of Capitals; I fend you

re two letters of recommendation to Naples, from
Monficur Finochetti, the Neapolitan Minifter at the
Hague; and in my next T thall fend you two more,
. from the fame perfon, to the fame place.

I have exanmiined Comte Einfiedlen fo narrowly';.
concerning you, that I have extorted from him a
confeflion, that you do not care to {peak German,
unlefs to fuch as underftand no other language. At
this rate, vou will never fpeak it well, which I am
very defirous that you fhould do, and of which you
would, in time, find the advantage. Whoever has |
not the command of a language, and does not fpeak
it with facility, will always appear below himfelfy
when he converfes in that language : the want of
words and phrafes will cramp and lame his thoughts.
As you now know German enough to exprefs your=
felf tolerably, fpeaking it very often will foon make
you fpeak it very well : and then you will appearin
it whatever you are. What with your own Saxon
fervant, and the fwarms of Germans you will meet
with wherever you go, you may have opportunities
of converfing in that language half the day: and I
do very ferioufly defire that you will, or clfe all the
. pains you have already taken about it are loft. Yom
will remember likewife, that, till you can write m
Italian, you are always to write to me in German:.

Mr. Harte' s conjecture concerning your dxﬁemper
feems to be a very reafonable one ; it agrees in
‘mine, which is the univerfal rule by whi

Ye{-{ﬂ' ‘:i G’t . %
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‘every man judges of another man's opinion.. Bul #
whatever may have been the caufe of your rheumatio™

 diforder, the effects are fill to be attended to; and
as there muft be a remaining acrimony in your blood,
you ought to have regard to that, in your common
dict as well as int your medicines; beth which thould
be of a fweetening alkaline nature, and promotive of
perfpiration. Rheumatic complaints are very apt to
seturn, and thofe returns would be very vexatious
and detrintental to you, at your 'age, and in your
courfe of travels. Your time is, now particularly,
ineftimable ; and every héur of it, at prefent, worth
more than a year will be to you twenty years hence.
You are now laying the foundation of your futnre
charaéter and fortane ; and one fingle ftone wanting
in that foundation, is of more confequence than
fifty in the fuperftruétuye; which can always be
mended and embellifhed, if the foundation is folid.
To carry on the metaphor of building : I would wifh
you to be a Corinthian edifice, upon z Tufcan found-
ation ;' the latter having the utmoft ftrength and fo-
Tidity to fupport, and the former all poffible orna-
ments do decorate, The Tufcan column is coarfe,
clumfy, and unpleafant ; nobody looks at it twice;
the Corinthian fluted column is beautiful and at-
tractive; but, without a folid foundation, can hardly -

‘be feen twice, becaufe it nuft foon tumble down.
~Yours affectionately.

= o : 0
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London; Auguﬁ the gth; O.S. 17494
= Dear Boy,

BY M. Hartes letter to mie of the 18th ]uly,
N.S. which I received by the laft poft, I am at
length informed of the particulars both of your paft
diftemper, and of your future motions. As to the
 former, I am now convinced, and fo is Doétor Shaw,
that your lungs were qnly fymptomatically affected
and that the:rheumatic tendéncy is what you are
chiefly now to guard againft, but (for greater fecu~
rity) with due attention fill to your lungs, as if they
had been, and ftill were, alittle affe@ted. In either
cale, a cooling, pectoral reguncn is equally good."
By cooling, I mean cooling in its confequences, not
cold to the palate; for nothing is more daugerous
than very cold liquors, at the very time that one
longs-for them the moft; which’ is, when one is
.very hot. Fruit, when full ripe, is'very wholefome ;
but then it muft be within certain bounds as to
quantity ; for I have known many of my country-
men dic of bloody fluxes, by indulging in too great
a quantity of fruit, in thofe countries, where, from
the goodnefs and, ripenefs of it, they thought it
could do them no harm. Ne guid nimis, is a moft.
exacllent rule in every thing; but commonly ﬂla}
leaft obferved, by pqulc of your age, in any thmg¢

Q2
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" Asto your future motions; 1am wry,wen plea )
with them, and greatly prefer your 'intendcd ftay %
Verona, to Venice; whofe almoft ﬁagnatmg waters
muft, at this time of the year, corrupt the air. - Ve-
rona has a pure and clearair, and, as I am informed,
a great deal of good company. Marquis Maffei, |
alone, would be worth going there for. You may,
I think, very well leave Verona about the middle of
September, when the great heats will be quité over,
and then make the beft of your way to Naples;
where, I own, I want to have you, by way of pre-
caution (I hope it is rather over caution) in cafe of
the leaft remains of a pulmonic diforder. The am-
phitheatre at Verona is worth your atténtion ; as are
alfo many buildings there and at Vicenza, of the fa-
mous Andrea Palladio, whofe tafte and fiyle of
building were truly antique. It would not be amifs,
if you employed three or four days in learning the
five Orders of Architeéture, with their gencral pro- -
portions; and you may know all that you need
know of them in that time. Palladio’s own book
of Architecture is the beft you ¢an make uf¢ of for
that purpofe, fkipping over the loweft mechanical

- parts of it, fuch as the materials, the cement, &, '

. Mr. Harte tells me, that your acquaintance with
the Claffics is renewed ; the fufpenfion of which has -
been fo fhort, that I dare fay it has produced no
cpld.nefs. I hope, and believe, you are now fo

much mafter of them, that two hours every day,

( Wm&nuptedly, foria year or two more, will fnake
yan;aet‘fc&!y fo; and I think you cannot now allot

g 1



ﬂxém a greater {hare than that of your ﬁme, con-
;"'xidenng the many other things you have to Iea.m
Nand todo. You muft know how to fpeak and wﬂt&_
Italidn pcrfe&ly you muft learn fome Logic, fome
Geometry, and fome Aftronomy ; not to mention
your Exercifes, where they are to be learned ; and,
above all, you muft learn the World, which is not
foon learneds and only to be learned by frequentlng'
good and various companies, :
Conﬁder, therefore, how precious every moment
.of time is to you now. The more you apply to your
bufinefs, ‘the more you will tafte your pleafures.
The exercife of the mind in the morning whets the
appetite for the pleafures of the evening, as much
as the exercife of the body whets the appetite for
_dm.ncr._ Bufinefs and pleafure, rightly’ underftood,
mutually aflift each other; inftead of being ene-
mies, as {illy or dull people often , think them. No
man taftes pleafures-truly, .who does not earn them
by previous bufinefs ; and few people do bufinefs
well, who do nothing elfe. ‘Remember, that when
I fpe'ak. of pleafures, I always mean the elegant plea-
fures of a rational Being, and not the brutal ones of
a fwine. I mean /a Bonne Chere, fhort of Gluttony;
Wine, iofinitely thort of drunkennefs; Play, with-
out the leaft gaming, and Gallantry, without de-
bauchery. There is a line in all thefe things, which
men of ﬁ.nfe, for greater {ecurity, take care td%eep
a good deal on the right fide of ; for, ficknefs, pmg
‘contempt, and infamy, lie uﬁmedtately on :h¢ oth
ﬁde of it Men af‘){'enfe and merit, in all oaher ;
- Q3
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fpe&s, may have had fome of thefe failings; but.»-
then thofe few examples, inftead of inviting us %
imitation, fhould only put us the more upon our
guard againft fuch weaknefles. Whoever thinks
them fafhionable, will not be fo himfelf: I have
often known a fafliionable man have fome one vice;

_ but I neverin my life life knew a vicious man a fathion-
| able man. Vice is as degrading as it is criminal,
~God blefs you, my dear child !

LETTER CXC.

London, Auguft the zoth, 1749,
. Dear Boy, b

_I;ETr us refume our refleétiohs upon Men, their
charaters, their manners ; in a word, our reflexions
upon the World. They may help you to form
yourfelf, and to know athers; a knowledge very
ufeful at all ages, very rare at yours. It feems as if
it were nobody’s bufingfs to communicate it to young

Men. Their Mafters teach them, fingly, the lan-
. guages, or the fciences of their feveral departments;
pd are indeed generally incapable of teaching them
orld ; their Parents are often fo tpo, or at
neglcét doing it; either from avo;:a.ﬂcms, in-
&mce, or from an opinion, that ghrawmg them
into tﬁ:c world (as ﬂhcy call it) is the beft way of
" teachiog
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A, 'J&ching\it them. This laft notion is in a great

_“degree true ; that is, the World-can doubtlefs never

“be well known by theory : pracice is abfolutely ne~
ceffaty ; but furely it is of great nfe to a young man,

..before he fets out for that country, full of mazes,
widdings, and turnings, to have at leaft a general
map of it, ‘made by fome experienced traveller.

There is a certain dignity of manners abfolutely
neceffary, to make even the moft valuable charaéter
either refpected or refpectable. ‘ .

Horfe-play, romping, frequent and loud fits of
laughter, jokes, waggery, and indifcriminate fami-
liarity, will fink both merit and kn&w—ledge—iﬁﬁ

“degree of contempt. They compofe at moft a merry
fellow ; and a merry fellow was never yet a refpect-
able man. Indifcriminate familiarity either offends
your fuperiors, or elfe dubbs you their dependent,
and led-captain. It gives your inferiors juft, but
troublefome and improper claims of equality. A
joker is near akin to a buffoon ; and neither of them
is the leaft related to wit. Whoever is admitted or
fought for, in company, upon any other account
than that of his merit and manners, is never re-
{pected there, but only made ufe of. We will have
fuch-a-ene, for he fings prettily; we will invite
fuch-a-one to a ball, for he dances well; we will
have fuch-a-one at fupper, for he is always joking
and laughing ; we will afk another, becaufe he plags
degp at all games, or becaufe he can drink a greag -
deal, Thefe are all vilifying diftinétions, mortify=
ing prefeences, and exclude all ideas of cftcem and -
S . i Q 4 rcgrl\l'd. 1
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~ regard. Whotver is bad (as it is called) in com
" pany, for the fake of any one thing fingly, is ﬁnglf(
- that thing, and will never be confidered in any other
. light ; confequently never refpeéted Iet his ments
- be what they will.
. 'This dignity of Manners, which I recommend fo
.mpch to you, is not only as different from pride, as
true courage is from bluftering, or true wit from
joking ; but is abfolutely inconfiftent with it;, for
‘nothing vilifies and degrades more than pride. The
pretenfions of the proud man are oftener treated with
dneer and contempt than with indignatfon: as we
offer ridiculoufly too little to a tradefman, who afks
ridiculoufly too much for his goods ; but we do not
liaggle with one who only afks a juft and reafonable
price. %
Abjeét flattery and indifcriminate affentation de-
- grade, as much as indifcriminate contradiétion and
‘noify debate difguft. But a modeft affertion of
one's own opinion, and a complaifant acquiefcence
in'other people’s, preferve dignity.
Vulgar low expreflions, awkward motions' and
addrefs, vihify, as they imply cither a very low turn
- of mind, or low education, and low company.
- Frivolous curiofity about trifles, and a. laborious
o a.m;:t!ou to little objects which neither require nor
*deﬁ‘rve a moment’s thought, lower a man; who
ence is thought (and not unjufily) incapable
if greater matters.  Cardinal de Retz, very fagaci-
- oufly, marked out-Cardinal Chigi for a little mind,
Mrthc moment he told him he had wrote ﬂaree
n .
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" years with the fame pen, and that it was an excel-
“lént good one fiill. :

« A certain degrce of exterior ferioufnefs in 1 0C
and’ motions gives dignity, without exclud.mg'l -

_and "decent chearfulnefs, which are always feric
“themfelves. A conftant fmirk upon 'the face, i
a whiffling aétivity of the body, are firong mdm-u.i
“ tions of futility. Whoever is in a hurry fhews that J1
the thing he is about is too big for him. Ha.ﬂ'.e and
hurry are very different things.

I have only mentioned fome of thofe things whwh H
may, and do, in the opinion of the world, W‘?;
and fink charadters, in other refpeéts 'ﬂl]uaﬂg1
enough ; but I have taken no ndtice of thofe ﬂat
affe&t and fink the moral charaéters. They are
fufficiently obvious. A man who has patiently
been kicked, may as well pretend to courage, asaw
man, blafted by vices and crimes, may to dignity g
of any kind. But an exterior decency, and dxgmty
of manners, will even keep fuch a man longer from
finking, than otherwife he would be : of fuch cw.-'-
fequensc is the v¢ wpenov, even though affected and
put on! Pray read frequently, and with the
moft attention; nay, get by heart, if you Can, that
incomparable ¢hapter in Cicero’s Offices, upoﬁf

% wpiwovy- or the Decorum. It contains whawq,
neceflary for the dignity of manners. = 1

In my fext 1 will fend you a general” #hap of

L‘em, a{ i yat um:xplored by youn,._f

-

u‘ «
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" ftrewed. with flowers, fometimes choaked up with
* briars; rotten ground and deep pits frequently lie
concealed under a fmooth and pleafing furface : all
the paths are flippery, ‘and every flip is dangerous.
Senfe and difcretion muft accompany you at your
firft fetting out; but, notwithftanding thofe, wll
experience+is your guide, you will every now and
then ftep out of your way, or frumble.
Lady Chefterfield has juft now received your Ger-
.maa letter, for which fhe thanks you; fhe fays, the
language is very corre¢t ; and I can plainly fee the
charadter is well formed, not to fay better than
your Englifh charaéter. Continue to write German
frequently, that it may become quite familiar to you.
Adieu. :

.

LETTER CXCL

London, Auguft the 211t, O.Sg1749.
Dear Boy,

BY the laft letter that T reccived from Mr. Harte,
of the 33ft July, N.S. I fuppofe you are now cither
-atVenice or Verona, and perfeétly recovered of- your
late “linefs ; which, Iam daily more and more con-
qnccd had no confumptive tendency : however,
for fome time full, faites comme s'il y en guait, be
regular, and live pectorally.
3 . You



You will foon be at Courts, whcre% ‘ﬁumgi'#ﬁi
will not be concerned, yet reflection and OW
*. tion upon what you fee and hear there may wﬂ
ufe to you, when hereafter you may come to be
conccrned in Courts yourfelf. Nothing in Courts
is m&ly as it appears to be ; often very d-ﬂ’mm«
{fometimes drre&ly contrary. -Intereft, which isthe
real {pring of every thing there, equally creates and
diffolves friendfhips, produces and reconciles enmi=
ties; or, rather, allows of neither real friendfhipseior |
enmities ; for, as Dryden very juftly obferves, poli-
ticians neither love nor bate. 'This is fo true, that you |
may think you connet yourfelf with two friends to=
. #day, ard be obliged, to morrow, to make your op=
tion between them as enemies: obferve, therefow,
fuch a degree of referve with your friends, as not |
to put yourf.,lf in their power, if they fhould be-
come your enemies ; and fuch a degree of modcra- :
tion' with your enemies, as not to make it impoffible .
for them to become your friends.

Courts are, unqueftionably, the feats of pohmngfs
and’ good-breeding ; were they not fo, they would
be the feats of flaughter and defolation. Thofe who.
now fmile upon, and embrace, would affront and fiab
each other, if mansers did not interpofe ; but Am-
bition and Avarice, the two prevailing paffions at |
Courts, found Diflimulaticn more cﬂ"e&uxl tb&a
Violence ; and Diflimulation introduced that"i
of politenefs which diftinguithes the Courtier fi
l:l;c Country Gentleman. In thc former cale thr«i

ke \ | frongeft ‘
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A man of parts and efﬁcnency need not ﬂatter J
bvery body at Court; but he muft take great care
fta offend nobody perfonally ; it being in the power
bf very many to hurt him, who cannot ferve him.
ilﬁmer fuppofes a chain let down from Jupiter to
h ihe carrh to conneét him with mortals. There is,

ﬁtﬁﬂl Courts, a €hain which conneéts the Prince or
i &Mmtﬁcr with the Page of the back-ftairs, or
) ):he Chambermaid. The King's wife, or miftrefs,
" Thas an influence over him ; a Lover has ail influence
. wover her; the Chambermaid, or the Valet de Cham-

_bre, has an influence over both ; and fo ad Infinitum.
. You muft, therefore, not break a link of that chain
" by which you hope to climb up to the Prince.

~ You muft renounce Courts, if you will not con-
mivé at knaves, and tolerate fools. Their number
ﬁa.km them confiderable. You fhould as ditte
? quatrel as connect yourfelf with either.
- Whatever you fay or do at Court, you may de-~
§ :pend upon it, will be known ; the bufinefs of moft
’i' «of thofe, who crowd levees and anti-chambers, be-
apg to repeat all that they fee or hear, and a great
ﬁﬂl that they neither fee nor hear, according as

- they are inclined "to the perfons .concerned, or ac-
E paﬂhng to the wifhes of thofe to whom they hope
- to_pake their court. Great caution is therefore ne-
; ; and if, to great caution, you can Jom
franknei's and opennefs, you will unite

. * what
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ceffary to be umted volto fmlra e W
.. Women are very apt to be mingled in Cox
tngues but they deferve attention, better t
confidence : to hold by them, is a very prmw
tenure. "
‘T am agreeably interrupted, in thefe reﬂeéhoﬁ a
by a letter which I have this moment received from
Baron Firmian. It contains your panegyric, and 1
with thie ﬁrongcﬂ: protefations imaginable, that he
does you only juftice. I received this favourable aq-
count of you with pleafure, and I communicate ltm
you with as much. While you defervc praife, lt II;,' b
reafonable you fhould know that you meet with i
and I make no doubt but it will encourage you -lﬁ- 0
perfevering to deferve it. Thisis one paragraph of
the Baron’s letter, ¢ Ses maurs, dans un age Jeten=
€ dre, reglées felon toutes les loix d’une morale exm?:
“< ¢t fenfée; fon application (that is what I like) @ #
€ ce qui s'appelle étude [érieufe, et Belles Lettres, ﬂ
¢ née de I'ombre méme d’un Fafle Pedaﬂrg@ue, le ren- j
¢ dent trés-digne de wos tendres foins; et jai l’lsm‘
“< de vous affurer que chacun fé louera beaucoup de ﬁn m- 4
- metcea j.'e, et de ﬁm amitié: j'en ai profité amcyhgﬁr |
“¢ jci et a Vienne, et je me crois tré.r-bmrmx de la per- j
< miffion qu'il m'a accordée de la continuer par la wiit de.
¢ lettres *.” Reputat:on, like health, .is pref'er?ed |
~ hnduci
LAt Not“rithﬁandang his great youth, his manners .are :

. “lated by the moft wiexceptionable rules of fenfe, and of mo=
“ rality, His apphca;mn (that is what 1 like). to eve!y kin‘d?ﬁﬁ

r,a.s.___..-gE S




"m;ma.ﬁﬂ by tkc fa.me means by wh1ch it is a=<
ired. Continue to defire, and deferve praife, and
x> you will certainly find it. Knowlcdge, adorned by
~manners, will infallibly procure it. Confider,that
!o.u have but a little way farther to get to your jour-
ney's end 3 therefore, for God's fake, do not 'ﬁackp;.-
your pace: one year and a half more of {found appli«
“gation, Mr, Harte affures me, will finifh his work ;
@, when his work is finithed well, your own will
- be very cafily done afterwards. Les manieres et les
es are no immaterial parts of that work ; and- I
~ beg that you will give as much of your atfention to
them as to your books. Every thing depends upon
them : fenza di noi ogni fatica é vana. The various
companies you now go into will procure them you,
if you will carefully obferve and form yourfelf upon
&hofe who have them.
* Adicu! God blefs you! and may you ever de-
fgl'.ve that affection with which I am now, Yours!

« ferious ftudy, as well as to polite literature, without even the
¢ leaft appearance of oftentatious pedantry, render him worthy
% of your moft tender affection; and I have the honour of af-
* furing you, that every one cannot but be pleafed with the ac-
¢ quifition of his acquaintance, and of his friendthip., 1 have
. * profited of it, both here and.at Vienna; and fhall efteem my-
|, % felf very happy,*to make ufe of the permiffion he has given me,
5‘ o oiconunmng it by Jetter."

e
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LETTER CXCIL

London, Sept. sth, O. 8. _!_749..'__',
" DEar Bov,

I HAVE reccived yours from Laubach, of the
17th of Auguft, N.S. with the enclofed for Comte
Lafcaris; which I have given him, and with which
he is extremely pleafed, as I am with your accdfint
of Carniolg. I am very glad that you attend to, and.
inform yourfelf of, the political objeéts of the coun-
tries you go through. Trade and manufaétures are
very confiderable, not to fay, the moft important
ones; for, though Armies and Naviés are the thining
marks of the firength of countries, they would be
very ill paid, and confequently fight very ill, if
manufactures and commerce did not fupport them.
You have certainly obferved in Germany the inef-
ficiency of great powers, with great traéts of coum-
try,.and fwarms of men ; which are abfolutely. ufe-
lefs, if not paid by other powers, who have the re-
fources of manufadtures and commerce. This we
have lately experienced to be the cafe of the two
Emprefles of Germany and Ruffia: England,
France, and Spain, muft pay their refpegtive allies,
or they may as well be without them. : |
I have not the leaft objection to your taking, ini-_"!
to the bargain, the obfervation of natural cunoﬁtm, q
they are very wolcome, provided they do not tahe
. . il



Mment, thc maxims of pollcy, the :&rcngth or
weaknefs, the trade ' and commerce, of the“feveral
countries you fee or hear of, are the important eb-
Jc&s which T recommend to your moft minute in-
quiries, and moft ferious attention. . I thought that
the Republic of Venice had, by this time, laid afide
that ﬁlly and frivolous piece of policy, of endea-
" vouring to conceal their form of government; which
any body may know, pretty nearly, by taking the
-pﬁs to read four or five books, which explain- all
* | the great parts of it; and, as for fome of the little
wheels of that machine, the knowledge of them
would be as little ufeful to others, as dangerous to
themfelves, Their beft policy (I can tell them) is
to keep quiet, and to offend no one great Power,
by joining ‘with another. Their efcape after the
. Ligue of Cambray fhould prove an ufeful l=ffon to
them. B -
I am glad you frequent the achmbhes at Venice.
Have you feen Monfieur and Madame Capello; and
' how did they receive you? Let me know who are
- the Ladies whofe houfes you frequent the moft.
. Have you feen the Comtefle d'Orfelfka, Princefs of
. Holftein? Is Comte A]ga.rotu, who was the tenant
»ﬁhere, at Venice ? ‘
- You will, in many parts of Italy, mee’tmth num-
o betsof the Pretender’s people (Englifh, Scotch, and’
fh, fugitives), efpecially at Rome; and probnbly
ﬂla Pretender himfelf. Tt is none of your bufinefs
wdeclare war on thefe people ; as little as it is your
mterﬁ,



intereft, or, I hope, ymm'inclmanomﬁo ‘conne&t
yourfelf with them : and therefore I recommend to
* you a petfed neutrality. ‘Avoid them as much as
you. can with decency and good manners; but,
when you cannot, avoid any political converfation
or debates with them, tell them that you do not

d

“concern yourfelf with political matters; that you g

are neither a maker nor a depofer of Kings; that,
when you left England, you left a King in if, and

have not fince heard either of his death, or of any’.

revolution that has happened ; and that you take
Kirfgs and Kingdoms as you find them; but enter
no farther into matters with them, which can be of
no ufe, and might bring on heats and quarrels.

When you fpeak of the old Pretender, you will'

call him only the Chevalier de St. George; but
mention him as feldom as poffible. Should™ he
chance to fpeak to you, at any aflembly (as, I am
told, he fometims does to the Englifh), be fure that
you feem not to know him; and anfwer him civilly,
but always either in French or in Italian; and give
him, in the former, the appellation of Mon/fieur,
and in the latter, of Signore. Should you meet
with the Cardinal of York, you will be under no
difficulty ; for he has, as Cardinal, an undoubted
right to Eminenza. Upon the whole, fec any of
thofe people as little as poffible ; when you do fee
them, be civil to them, upon the footing of
ﬁTangers, but pever be drawn into any aIterca- .

tions with them, about the imaginary nght of their

o
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" Tis to no fort of purpofe to talk to thofe pgople
* of the natura! rights of mankind, and the particular
conftitution of this country. Blinded by prejudices, °
foured by misfortunes, and tempted by their necef-
fities, they are as incapable of reafoning rightly, as
they have hitherto been of acting wifely. The late
_ Lord Pembroke never would know any thing that he '
had not a mind to know ; and, in this cafe, I advife
you to follow his example. Never know either the
father or the two fons, any echerwife than as fo-
reigners; and fo, not knowing their pretenﬁons,
you have no occafion to difpute them,

I can never help recommending to you the ut-
moft attention and care, to acquire les Manicres, la
Tournure, et les Graces d'un Galant Hemme, et d'un
Homme de Cour. 'They fhould appear in every look,
in every action; in your addrefs, and even in your
drefs, if you would either pleafe or rife in the world.
"That you may do both (and both are in your power)
is moft ardently withed you, by  Yours.

P.S. I made Comte Lafcaris fhow me your letter,
which I liked very well : the ftyle was ealy and na-
tural,. and the French pretty correét. There were
fo few faults in the orthography, that, a little more
obfervation of the beft French authors, will make

- you a gorreét mafter of that neceflary language.

- I'will not conceal from you, that I have lately
h had extraordinary good accounts of you from an

- unfufpeéted and judicious perfon; who promifes
7 .\mc, that, wmhahtﬂcmomafthawarbd, yous
e - Mangers

[



Manners and Addrefs will equai mhm -
This is the more pleafing to me, as thofe were the .
two articles of which I was the moft doubtful. -
Thefs~ commendations will not, I am perfuaded,
make you vain and coxcomical, but only cncouﬂigl'
you to go-on in the right way. o

g

Yo -
—
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LETTER CXCIIL

London, Sept. 12th, O. 8. 17.49.
DEear Boy, ‘

It feems extraordinary, but it is very true, that
my anxiety for you increafes in proportion to the
good accounts which I receive of you from all
hands. I promife myfelf fo much from you, that

I dread the leaft difappointment. You are now fo
near the port which 1 have fo long wifhed and la-
-bewred to bring you fafe into, that my concern
would be doubled, fhould you be fhipwrecked
within fight of it. 'The objeét, therefore, of this
letter is (laying afide all the authority of a parent),
. to conjure you as a friend, by the affection you
have for me (and furely you have reafon, to have
fome), and by the regard youhave for yourfelf, to
go on, with aﬂidmty and attention, to complete i
MMw&wh of late, you have carried on fo
well, mdmchmmawhemgﬁm My,
v 2 3 SRR s _ wﬂ‘hea, li
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wmand my‘pla.n..rwgretamikv:yuu ﬂmm and dif-
Mmﬂ: yourfelf equally in the learned and the polite

WSiord, - Few hatke been able to do it.  Deep learn-

|

ing is generally tainted. with pedantry, or at. leaft
unadorned by mannefs; as, on the other hand, po-
im: manners, and the turn of the world, are too often

unfupported by knowledge, and confequently end

contemptibly in the frivolous diffipation of draw-
ing-rooms and ruelles. You are now got over the

_dry and difficult parts of learning: what remains

+ requires much more time than trouble. You have
loft time by your illnefs ; you muft regaip it now or
never. I therefore moft carneftly defire, for your
own fake, that, for thefe next fix monihs, at leaft
fix hours every morning unmterruptcd]y may be
inviolably facred to your ftudies with Mr. Harte.
I do not know whether he will require fo much ;

. but I know that I do, and hope you will; and con-

Afequently prevail with him to give you that time :
Iown it isa good deal; but, when both you and
he confider, that the work will be fo much_ better,
and fo much fooner done, by fuch an affiduous.and.
continued application, you will neither of you think
it too much, and each will find his account in it.

. 5o much for the mornings, which, from your own

good fenfe, and Mr. Hart.c s tendernefs and care of

s you, will, Iam fure, be thus well employed. It is
X mt_only reafonable, but ufeful too, that your even-

'__Gllld be devoted to amufements and pleafures ;
and therefor Inot onig allow, but recommend, ghat
r fhpuld be emplugwd gtaffemblies, bﬂl&,g)ﬁ!ﬁﬂ-
K e



fay, youmuﬁbeg to be ugll&ﬂ
liged to devote your mornings tﬁ:ﬁ&\
I will have it fo andﬁa; you dare

w1fe. Lﬁynaﬂ,gpon me ; d:mqgh»l»

others lo{c thcu's too, are. Aot to bc reafc
and mdccd it would be doing them too

The !hqrteﬂ' civil* anfwers m@g
mnot, umw, infiead of fmzém;' o,
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drunk; and never in ‘gpod company when fober.
I will take one of thefe pretty fellows, and give you
the dialogue between him and yourfelf fuch as, I
dare fay, it will be on his fide ; and fuch as, [ hope,
it will be on yours.

- Englithman. Wil you come and breakfaft with
me to-morrow ; there will be four or five of our
countrymen ; we have provided chaifes; and we
*=Wiil drive fomewhere out of town after breakfaft ?
‘Stanhope. I am very forry I cannot ; but I am
obliged to be at home all morning.
Englithman. Why thcn we will come and break,-
faft with you.
. Stanhope. I can’t do that neither; I am engaged.
*  Englifhman. Well then, let it be the next day.
Stanhope. To tell you the truth, it can be no
day in the morning; for I neither go out, nor fee
any body at home, before twelve.
Englifhman. And what the devil do you do with
yourfelf till twelve o'clock ? .
- Stanhope. 1.am not by myfelf; I am with Mr.
Englifhma'n Then what the devil do you do
with him?
"ﬁunhoge We frudy dlfﬁ:rcm: things ; we read,
ﬁe converfe.
Ehghihmui Very preity amufement mdeed!
ﬁhv'fbum take Orders then?
3 pe. Yes, my fathera ordcra, I believe I

[

: : Englifhman.
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Englithman. Why, haft thoti“ ho more fpirit,
than to mind an old fellow a thoufand miles off !

Stanhope. If I dont mind his orders, heww't
mind ‘my draughts. ’ ‘

Englithman. What, does the old prig thretten
- then? 'Threatened folks live long: never mind
threats. :

Stanhope. No, 1 can’t fay that he has ever
threatened me in his life ; but I believe I had beft
not provoke him. o

Englitfhman. Pooh ; you would have oné angry
letter fromthe old fellow, and there would be an
end of it. a

Stanhope. You miftake him mightily; he al~
ways does more than he fays. He has never been
angry with me yet, that I remember, in his life; °,
but, if I were to provoke him, I am fure he would
never forgive me : he would be coolly immoveable ;
and I might beg and pray, and write my heart out
to no purpofe.

Englithman. Why then he is an odd dog, that’s
Sl Tean fay: and pray, are you to obey your dry=
nurfe too, this fame, what's his name—Mr. Haﬂt!

Stanhope. Yes.

Englithman. So he ftuffs you all merning ﬁﬁl |
- Greek, and Latin, and Logic, and all that. E@d,
Ihave a dry-nurfe too, but I never looked into a |
book with him in my life; I have not fo much as
feen the face of him this week, and don't meaiouﬁ: o
if Poeyer fec it again. 5 AR A

"
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g&phope My ﬂsy«am{c never defires any thing
of m’é that is. nq‘t‘ rea{omblc, and fqr my own good
~and therefore I like to be with him. | ;

Englithman. Very fententious and edifying, up-

~ on,myword ! at this ratemill be reckoned a very
good young man.

*  Stanhope, Why, that will do me no harm.
. Englithman. - Will you be with us to-morrow in
. the evening then? © We fhall be ten with you; and
I have got fome excellent good wine; and we'll be
| very merry.

Stanhope. I am very much obliged o you, but
I am engaged for all the evening, to morrow; firft
at Cardinal Albani's; and then to fup at the Vene-
tian Embaffudre(s's.

Englifhman. How the devil can you like being
always with thefe foreigners? Inever go amongft
them, with all their formalities and ceremonies. I

~ am never ¢aly in company with them; and, I don't
~ know why,v but I am athamed.
- Stanhope. I am neither afhamed nor afraid: T
" am very eafy with them; they are very eafy With~
- me; I get the language, and I fee their charaers,
by converfing with them; and that is what we are
fent abroad for; is it not? .

Engllﬁ!man. 1 hate your modeft women'’s com—
M’ yeur women of fathion as they call ’em:
édggpz k.nmgnt what to fay to them, for my. part

Stanhope. Haye you ever conmerfed with

(
P ¥
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Enghﬂ!man. No Inmr c.anvcffed w@m; |
but T have been fometimes in their company, though
much againft my will. 04l

* Stanhope. But at leaft they havc done ymr no
hurt; which is probably more than you can ﬁy d'
the women you do converfe with.

Englithman. That’s true, I own; but, foran
that, I would rather keep company. with my furgqan
half the year, than with your women of fathion the
year round. it
_ Stanhope. Taftes are different, you know, and
“every maa follows his own. |

- Englithman.  That's true; but thine’s a dcnllﬂl
odd one, Stanhope. All morning with thy dry-
nurfe; all the evening in formal fine company; and
all day long afraid of old Daddy in England. Thou_
art a queer fellow, and I am afraid there’s nothing to

- be made of thee.

Stanhope. I am afraid fo too.

Englithman. Well then; good-night to yan >
you have no ob!e&mn, I hope, to my being dn i

"to=hight, which T certainly will be.
~ Stanhope. Not in the leaft; nor to your bm
fick to-morrow, which you as certainly will be ; qhd
fo good mghttoo Al 'y

= el

You will .bferve, that L have not puk mto ygnr
mouth thole good-arguments, which upon fuch an
occafion w I am fure, occur to you; as piety
and affecion, tewards me ; regard and fnead:Eth.ﬁw%.%

| M.Hmp mfpe&" fox gqur awﬂmora&_ charaéter,
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tﬁ‘for all the relative dutics of Man, Son, Pupil,
and Citizen. Such folid arguments would be thrown
away upon fuch fhallow puppies. Leave th_gm to
their ignotance, and to their dirty difgraceful vices.
They will feverely feel the effects of them, when it
will be too late. Without the comfortable refuge of
learning, and with all the ficknefs and pains of a ru-
inied ftomach, and a rotten carcale, if they happen
to atrive at old age, it is an unealy and ignominious
mmpg. The ridicule which fuch fellows endeavour to
throw upon thole who are not like them, is, in the
opinion of all men of fenfée, the moft authentic pa-
niegyric. Go on, then, my dear child, in the way
you are in, only for a year and a half more; that is
all Fatk of you. After that, I promife that you
fhall be your own mafter, and that I will pretend to
no other title than that of your beft and trueft friend.
~ You fhall receive advice, but no orders, from me }
and in truth you will want n1o other advice but fuch
as youth and inexperience muft neceffarily require.
You fhall certainly want nothing that is requifite,
not only for your conveniency, but alfo for your
pleafures, which I always defire fhould be gratified.
* You will fuppofe, that I mean the pleafures d'ua
. bonnéte bomme.

‘While you are learning Italian, which I hope
yﬂhdo with diligence, pray take care to continue
W German, which you may have frequent op-

nities of fpeaking. 1would alfo have you keep
‘ﬂym knowledge of the Jus Pu&lﬂuﬂ Impmi, by
% over, now and then, thofe mﬁmﬁr mmc«-

T

i
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Jeripts, which Sir Charles Williams, who arrived

here laft week, affures me you have made upon

that fubjc& It will be of very great ufe to you,
when ‘you come to be concerned in foreign affairs;
as you fhall be (if you qualify yourfelf for them)

. younger than ever any other was: I mean, before
you are twenty. Sir Charles tells me, that he will
anfwer for your learning; and that he believes you
will acquire that addrefs, and thofe graces, which
are fo neceflary to give it its full luftre and valgams
But he confeflfes, that he doubts more of the latter
than of the*former. The juftice which he does Mr.
Harte, in his panegyrics of him, makes me hope,

. that there is likewife a great deal of truth in his en-
comiums of you. Are you pleafed with, and proud
of, the reputation which you have already acquired 2
Surely you are, for I am fure I am. Will youde
any thing to leffen or forfeit it 2 Surely you will
not. And will you not do all you can to extend
and increafe it? Surely you will. It is only going
on for a year and a half longer, as‘you have gone

“on for the two years laft paft, and devoting half
the day only to application; and you will be fure
to make the carlieft figure and fortune in the world,
that ever man made. Adieu.

-- I_p | 4\-
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LETTER CXCIV.

London, Sept. 22d, O.S. 1749.
. DBAR Bory,

7 1 nad faith in philters and love potions, I fhould
-.ﬁg[peét that you had given Sir Charles Williams
fome, by the manner in which he {peaks of you,
not only to me, but to every body elfe.” I will not
repeat to you what he fays of the extent and correét-
nefs of your knowledge, asit might either make you
“wain, or perfuade you that you had already enough
of what nobody can have too much. You will eafily
imagine how many queftions I afked, and how nar-
rowly I fifted him upon your fubje@ : he anfwered
. me, and I dare fay with truth, juft as I could have
- wifhed; till, fatisfied entirely with his accounts of
- your character and learning, I enquired into other
: mattc:rs, mtnuﬁt.ally indeed  of. lefs confcqucncc,
* but fill of great confequence to every man, and of
. more to ybu than to almoft any man ; I mean, your,
addrefs, manners, and air.. To thefe queftions, the
fame truth which he had obferved before obliged +
_.Inm to gwe me much lefs fatisfactory anfwers. And
* as he thought himfelf, in friendfhip both to. you and
~ me -'-nbhgcd to tell me the difagreeable, as well as
. agrecable truths, upon the fame principle I
' ,_myfelf obhged to repm them to =you.
! S35 L He
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quently moft provekingly inattentive, abfent, M
diflrait ;4 that you came into a room, and prefented
yourfelf very awkwardly; that at. table you Qﬂ&_ﬁ;’
ﬁ‘an.tly threw down knives, forks, napkins, bre

&, and ‘that you neglected your perfon and dl’n{iﬂ E

" to & degrec unpardonable at any age, and much

- more fo at ygur years. vy
T Thefe tbf?;s, MO imiboRorial Tiipet they may
| feem to .pi:ople who do not know the world, and
the nature of mankind, give me, who know thae=="
to be exceedingly material, very great concern. I
have long diftrufted you, and. therefore frequently
admonifhed you, upon thefe articles ; and I tell you
plainly, that I fhall not be eafy till I hear a very dif=
ferent account of them. I know no one thing mére
offenfive to a company, than that inattention and
difiraélion. It is fhowing them the utmoft con-
tempt; and people never forgive contempt. No
man is diffrait with the man he fears, or the woman
he loves; which is a proof that every man can get
~the_etter of that difiraiZion, when he thinks it worth
his while to do fo; and, take my word for ity it is
always worth his while. For my own part, Iwould

rather be in company with a dead man than withan
abfent one ; for, if the dead man gives me no plea-
fure, at leaft he thows me no contempt whereas
the abfent.man, filently indeed, but very plainly,
tells me that he does not think me ;ro;&; h‘*m‘""‘m

thpon. : Bcﬁdes, can an abfentm Mﬁnﬁq’ '

"
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*m&soﬁhe company? No. Hemay be in the beft
companies all his life-time (if they will admit him,
which, if T were they, I would not), and rever be
one jot the wifer. I never will converfe with an ab-
fent man; one may as well talk to a deaf one. Itis,
in truth, a practical blunder, to addrefs ourfelves to
a man who we fee plainly neither hears, minds, nor
underftands us. Moreover, Iaver, that no man is,
in any degree, fit for either bufinefs or converfation,
who cannot, and does not, direét and command his
“atention to the prefent object, be that what it will.
You know, by experience, that I grudge no ex-
pence in your education ; but I will pofitively not
keep you a Flapper. You may read, in Dr. Swift,
the defcription of thefe Flappers, and the ufe they
were of to your friends the Laputans; whofe minds
(Gulliver fays) are fo taken up with intenfe {pecula-
tions, that they neither can fpeak, or attend to the
difcourfes of others, without being roufed by fome
external taction upon the organs of {peech and hear-
ing ; for which reafon, thofe people who are able to
afford it always keep a Flapper in their familg—ae-
one of their domeftics; nor ever walk about, or
make vifits, without him, This Flapper is likewife .
employed diligently to attend his mafter in his
~ walks; and, upon occafion, to give a foft ﬁap upon
~ his eyes;_becaufe he is always fo wrapped up in co-
gitation, “that he is in manifeft danger of falling
- down every precipice, and bouncing his head agsinft
every poft, and, in the ftreets, of joftling others, or
beipg pﬁod into the kennel himfelf. If Chriftian
will

L8
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~will undertake this province into the mu;, with
all my heart; but I will not allow him any increafe
of wages upon that fcore, In fhort, I give you fair
warning, that, when we mect, if you are abfentin -
mind, I will foon be abfent in body; for, it will be
impoflible for me to ftay in the room: and, if attas
ble you throw down your knife, plate, bread, &,
and hack the wing of a chicken for half an hour,
without being able to cut it off, and your fleeve all
the time in another dith, I muft rife from table, to
efcape the fever you would certainly give me. W
7/God ! how I fhould be fhocked, if you came into
my room, for the firft time, with two left legs,
_ prefenting yourfelf with all the graces and dignity
of a taylor, and your clothes hanging upon you,
.,,hke thofe in Monmouth-ftreet, upon tenter-hooks !
{ whereas I expeét, nay, require to fee you prefent
yourfelf with the ealy and genteel air of a man of
fathion, who has kept good company. I expect
. you not only well drefled, but very well drefled:
I expeét a gracefulnefs in all your monans, and |
. fgmcthmg particularly cngagmg in your addrefs.
v Al this I expet, and all this it is in your power,
by care and attention, to make me find; but, to
" tell you the plain truth, if I do not find it, we fhall
- not converfe very much together; for I canpot ftand
‘/unttentwn and awkwardnefs; it would endanwmy .-}

/lmlth. You have often feen, and I have as often -
: ' ¢ L*%'s dx&mgmﬂm! m




tmn (whrch, I bellcve, is very often the
- c‘aﬁ of abfent people) he does nct know his moft in-
timate acquaintance by fight, or mﬂvcrs them as if
he were at crofs purpofes. He leaves his hat in one
! room, his fword in another, and would Imve his
thoes in a third, if his buckles, though awry, did
. not fave them; his legs and arms, by his awkward
management of them, feem to have undergone the
Queftion extraordinaire; and his head, always hang-
ing upon one or other of his fhoulders, feems to
*Bive received the firft firoke upon a block. I fin=
cerely value and efteem him for his parts, learning, -
and virtue ; but, for the foul of me! I cannot love
him in company. This will be univerfally the cafe,
in common life, of every inattentive, awkward man,
let his real merit and knowledge be ever fo great.
When I was of your age, I defired to fhine, as far
as I was able, in every part of life; and was asat-
tentive to my manners, my drefs, and my air, in
company on evenings, as to my books and my tutor
|, in the mornings. A young fellow fhould be ambi-
' %rous to fhine in every thing ; and, of the two, gl
. ways rather overdo than underdo.” Thefe things
| are by no means trifles; they are of infinite con-
 fequence to thofe who are to be thrown into the
- :’p&" world, and who would make a figure or a for-
h—" ne in it. It is not fufficient to deferve well; one
t p]nfe well too. Awkward difagreeable merit
~will never carry any body far. 'Wherever you find
:lﬂ-ﬁiﬁdng-maﬁnr pray let him put you upon
~ your haunches ; mrnmhfwthc&cof'dmdny
“v
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as for coming into a room, and prefentitig yourfelf
genteelly and gracefully. Wemen, whom you ought
to endeavour to pleafe, cannot forgive a vulgar and
awkward_ air and geftures ; i/ leur faut du brifiaxl.'_
The generality of men are pretty like them, and are

- eqyally taken by the fame exterior graces.

I am very glad that you have received the diamond
buckles fafe ; all I defirey, in return for them, is,
that they may be buckled even upon your feet, and
that your ftockings may not hide them. I fhogld
be forry you were an egregious fop; but I proteft,
that, of the two, I would rather have you a Fop
than a Sloven. I think negligence in my own drefs,
even at my age, when certainly I expeét no advan=
tages from my drefs, would be indecent with regard
to others. I have done with fine clothes ; but I will
have my plain clothes fit me, and made like other
people’s. In the evenings, I recommend to you the
company of women of fafhion, who have a right to
attention, and will be paid it. Their company will
fmooth your manners, and give you a habit of at-
Tention and refpect ; of which you will find the ad-
vantage among men.

My plan for you, from the beginning, has been
to make you fhine equally in the leagrned and in the

-polite world; the former part is almoft completed
to my withes, and will, Iam perfuaded, ifi a little
time more, be quite fo. The latter part is fill in
your power to-complete ; and I flatter myfelf that
you Will do it, or elfe the former part will avail you .
very little; efpecially in your department, where *

Vor.. 1L S thq.

.
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the exterior addrefs and graces do half the bufinefs §
. they muft be the harbingers of your merit, or your
merit will be very coldly received : all can and do
Judgc of the former ; few of the latter. '

Mr. Harte tells me, that you have grown very
much fince your illnefs : if you get up to five fuet
ten, or even nine inches, your figure will probably
be a good one; and, if well dreflfed and gentecly
will probably pleafe ; which is a much greater ad-
| wvantage to a man, than people commonly think. .
Lord Bacon calls it a letter of recommendation.

I would with you to be the omnis bomo, I'bomme
univerfel. You are nearer it, if you pleafe, than
~ ever any body was at your age ; and if you will but,
for the courfe of this next year only, exert your
whole attention to your ftudies in the morning, and
to your addrefs, manners, air, and taurnure, in
the evenings, you will be the man I wifh you, and
the man that is rarely feen.

Our letters go, at beft, fo irregularly, and fo
often mifcarry totally, that, for greater fecurity, I
repeat the fame things. So, though I acknow-
. ledged by laft poft Mr. Harte’s Jetter of the 8th
September, N.S. I acknowledge it again by this
to you. . If this thould find you ftill at Verona, let
it inform you, that I wifh you would fet out fcon -
for Naples ; unlefs Mr. Harte thould think it better
- for you to ftay at Verona, or any other place on this

fide Rome, till you go there for the Jubilee. Nay,

- if he likes it better, I am very willing that you
_fhould go diretly from Verona to Rome : for you ,

cannot
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cafinot have too much of Rome, whether upon
account of the language, the curiofities, or the
company. My only reafon for mentioning Naples,
18 for the fake of the climate, upon account of your
heglth ;. but, if Mr. Harte thinks your health is now
{ohwell reftored as to be above climate, he may fteer
your courfe wherever he thinks proper; and, for
aught I know, your going direétly to Rome, and
confequently ftaying there fo much the longer, may
be as well as any thing elfe. I think you and I @in-
not put our affairs in better hands than in Mr.
Harte’s; &hid I will take his infallibility againft the
Pope’s, with fome 0dds on his fide. A-propes of the
Pope ; remember to be prefented to him before you
leave Rome, and go through the neceffary cere-
monies for it, whether of kiffing his flipper or his
b—h; for I would never deprive myfelf of any
thing that I wanted to do or fee, by refufing to
comply with an eftablithed cuftom. - When I wasin
Catholic countries, I never declined kneeling in their
churches at their elevaton, nor elfewhere, when
“the Hoft went by. It is a complaifance due to the
cuftom of the place, and by no means, as {ome
filly people have imagined, an implied approbation
of their dodtrine. Bodily attitudes and fituations

are things fo very indifferentin themfelves, that I

would quarrel with nobody about them. It may,
indeed, be improper for Mr. Harte to pay that tri-
bute of complaifance, upon account of his cha-
racter, - : - '
; 85 “This
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1 This letter is very long, and pofiibly a very tedi-
ous onc ; - but my anxiety for your perfection is fo

~ great, and particularly at this critical and decifive

period of your life, that I am only afraid of omitting,
but never of repeating, or dwelling too leng upon
any thing, that I think may be of the leaft ufe ko
you. Have the fame anxiety for yourfelf, that I
have for you, and all will do well. Adieu, my
dear child.

L
_—

u
|
|

LETTEZR CXCV.

London, Sept. the27th, O.S. 17409.

Dear Boy,

A VULGAR, ordinary way of thinking, a&mg,
or fpeaking, implies a low education, and a habit
of low company. Young people contradt it at
fchool, or among fervants, with whom they are too
often ufed to converfe; but, after they frequent
good company, they muft want attention and ob-
fervation very much, if they do not lay it quite afide.
And indeed, if they donot, good company will be

wery apt to lay them afide. The various kinds of

-vnlgarifms are infinite: I cannot pretend to point
. them out to you ; but I will give fome famples, by
whtch you may guefs at the reft.

T : | Avulgu.



A vulgar man is'captious and jealous; eag.r a
impetuous about trifles, He fufpets himfelf to be
flighted, thinkseverv thing that is faid meant at
higr ; if the,company happens to laugh, he is' per-
{upded they laugh at him; he grows angry and tefty,
iﬁ {omething very impertinent, and draws himfelf
into a {crape, by fhowing what he calls a proper
{pint, -and afferting himfelf. A man of falhion does
not {uppofe himfelf to be either the fole or principgl
object of the thoughts, looks, or words of the com-
pany ; and never fufpects that he is either ﬁlg‘btcd
“or laughed at, unlefs he is confcious that he deferves -
it.  And if (which very feldom happens) the com-
pany is abfurd or ill-bred enough to do either, he
does not care two-pence, unlefs the infult be {o grofs
and plain as to require fatisfaction of anather kind.
As he is above trifles, he 1s never vehement and
eager about them; and, wherever they are con-
cerned, rather acquiefces than wrangles. A vulgar
man’s converfation always favours ftrongly of the
lownefs of his education and company. It turns
" chitfly upon his domeftic affairs, his fervants, the
excellent order he keeps in his own family, and the
Jitdle anecdotes of the neighbourhood ; all which he °
relates with emphafis, as interefting matters. He is
a man—goiﬁp. R

Vulgarifm in language is the next and diftinguith-
ang chara.&cr&y; of bad company, and a bad educa-
tion. A man of fafbion avoids nothmg with nqom‘:ﬂ
cite than that,  Proverbial expreflions, and trite

,ﬁy;qgs, are the flowers of the rhetoric of avulw

man._
A8 2,02 S 3 S
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man. Would he fay, that men differin their taftes 3
he both fupports and adorns that opinion by the
good old faying, as he refpeétfully ealls it, That
awhat is one ‘man’s Meat is another man's Faoifon,"\ If
any body attempts being /mart, as he calls it, upen
him; he gives them 7it for Tat, aye, that he d
He has always fome favourite word for the time
- being ; which, for the fake of ufing often, he com=
monly abufes: Such as waftly angry, vaftly kind,
waftly handfome, and wvafly ugly. Even his pro-
nunciation of proper words carries the mark of the
beaft along with it. He calls the earth s#urth; he
1s obleiged not obliged to you. He goes 1o wards,
and not fowards fuch a place. He fometimes affeéts
hard words, by way of ornament, which he always
mangles like a learned woman. A man of fafhion
never has recourfe to proverbs, and vulgar apho-
rifms ; ufes neither favourite words nor hard words;
but takes great care to fpeak wery ‘correétly and
-gramrnaucally, and to pronounce properly ; that is,
'a,ccordmg to the ufage of the beft companies.

An awkward addrefs, ungraceful attitudes ‘and °
altions, and a certain left-handednefs (if I may ufe
that word), loudly proclaim low education and low
company 3 for it is impoffible to fuppofe that a man
can have frequented good company, without having
‘eatched fol'ncthmg, at leaft, of their air and motions.
A new-raifed man is diftinguithed in a regiment by
‘his awkwardnefs ; but he muft be impenetrably dull,
if, in a month or two's time, he cannot perform at

- iea:ﬂ: the common manual exercife, and look like a
~- : fnldlﬂ.
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foldier. The very accoutrements of 2 man of fathion
are grievous incumbrances to a vulgar man, Heis
at a lpfs what to do with his hat, when it is not upon
his fiead ; bis cane (if unfortunately he wears one)
is gt perpetual war with every cup of tea or coffee he
diinks; deftroys them firft, and - then accompanies:
them in their fall. His fword is formidable only te
his own legs, which would poffibly carry him faft
enough out of the way of any fword but his own:
His clothes fit him fo ill, and conftrain him fo
much, that he feems rather their prifoner than their
‘proprietor. He prefents himfelf in company, like a
criminal in a court of juftice ; his very air condemns
him ; and people of fathion will no more conneét .
themfelves with the one, than people of charaéter
will with the other. This repulfe diives and finks
~ him into low campany ; a gulph from whence no
man, after a certain age, ever emerged.

Les manicres nobles et aifées, la tournure d'un bomme
de condition, le ton de la bonne compagnie, les Graces,
le je ne [cais quoi qui plast, are as neceflary to adorm
anc introduge your intrinfic merit and knowledge,
as the polith is to the diamond; which, without
‘that polith, would never be worn, whatever it
might weigh. Do not imagine that thefe accom-
plitbments are only ufeful with women; they are
much more fo with men. In a public aﬂembly, ,
what an advantage has a graceful fpeaker, with
genteel moticns, a handfome figure, and a hbcul
ait, over one who fhall fpeak full as much good
ﬁnfe but deflitute of thefe ornaments ! lnbuﬁn&

S4
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how prevalent are the Graces! how detrimental is
the want of them ! By the help of thefe, I have known
fome men refufe favours, lefs offenfively than“gthers
granted them, The utility of themln Courts, and
Negotiations, is inconceivable. You gain the hc?,
and confequently the fecrets, of nine in ten that you
have to do with, in fpite even of their prudence,
which will, nine times in ten, be the dupe of their
hearts and of their fenfes. Confider the importance
of thele things as they deferve; and you will not
lofe one moment in the purfuit of them.

You are travelling now in a countr§ once fo
famous beth for arts and arms, that (however de-
generated at prefent) it ftill deferves your attention
and refle@ion. View it therefore with care, ‘com-
pare its former with its prefent ftate, and examine
into the caufes of its rife, and its decay, Confider
it claffically and politically, and do not run through
it, as too many of your young countrymen do,
anufically, and (to ufe a ridiculous word) #knick-

“knackically. No piping nor fiddling, I befeech you ;

no days loft in poring upon almoft imperceptible
Intaglios and Cameos 3 and do not hecome a Virtucfo
of fmall wares, Form a tafte of Painting, Sculpture,
-and Architecture, if you pleafe, by a careful ex-
“amination of the works of the béft ancient and
‘modern artifts ; thofe are liberal arts, and a real tafte
and knowledge of them beécome a man of fathion
very well, * But, ‘beyond ‘certain bounds, the Man
pf Taﬂ:e ends, and the fnvolous Vlrtuofo bcgms,
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Your friend Mendes, the good Samaritan, dined

with me yefterday.- He has more good-nature and
generdfity than parts, However, I will thow him
all ofie civilities that his kindnefs to you fo juftly
deferves. He tells me that you are taller than I gm,
which I am very glad of : I defire you may excel
me in every thing elfe too; and, far from repining,
I fhall rejoice at your fuperiority. He commends
your friend Mr. Stevens extremely : of whom, too,
I have heard fo good a character from other pegple,
‘that I am very glad of your conneéion with him.
It may prove of ufe to you hereafter. When you
meet with fuch fort of Englifhmen abroad, whe,
either from their parts or their rank, are likely to
make a figure at home, I would advife you to cul-
tivate them, and get their favourable teftimony of
you here, efpecially thofe who are to returnto Eng-
land before you. = Sir Charles Williams has puffed .
you (as the mob call it) here extremely, If three or
four more people of parts do the fame, before yow
come back, your firft appearance in London will be
to great advantage. Many people do, and indeed
ought to take things upon truft; many more do,
who need not ; and few dare diffent from an e‘lhir-
bhﬂzcd opinion. Adieu.

: LT LETTE“.-»‘,
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"LETTER €XCVL
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, London, O&ober the 2d, O.8. 1749.
" Dear Bovy,

1 RECEIVED by the laft poft your letter of the
22d September, N, S. but I have not received that
from Mr. Harte, to which you refer, and which
you fay contained your reafons for leaving Verona,
returning to Venice; {o that I am intirely igno-
rant of them. Indeed, the irregularity<and negli-
gence of the poft provoke me, as they break the
thread of the accounts I want to receive from you,
and of the infiructions and orders which I fend vou
almoft every poft. Of thefe laft twenty pofts, Iam
fure that I have wrote eighteen, either to you or
Mr. Harte 3 and it does not appear, by your letter,
that all, or even any of my letters have been re-
«ceived. Idefire, for the future, that both you and
. Mr. Harte will, conftantly, in your letters, mention
‘the dates of mine. Had it not been for their mif- *
carriage, you would not have been in the uncer-
tainty you feem to be in at prefent, with regard to
your future motions.  Had you received my letters,
youwould have been by this time at Naples: but
‘we muft, wiow, take things where they are.

Upen the receipt then of this letter you will, as
j:_;onas conveniently you can, fet out for Rome ;
where you will not arrive too long before the_ Jubi-

;S“’ confidering the difficulties. of getting lodgings,

%
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and other accommodations there at this ﬁme 1
leave the choice of the route to you; but I'do by no
meansAntend that you thould leave Rome after the
]u‘bi{eﬂ: as you feem to hint in your letter : on the
confrary,; I will have Rome your head-quarters for
- fix months at leaft ; till you fhall have, in a mannery
acquired the 7us Civitatis there,  More things are to'
be feen and learned there, than in any other town
in Europe; there are ‘the beft mafters to inftruct,
and the beft companies to polith you. In the fprigg,
=yeu may make (if you pleafe) frequent excurfions to
Naples; btit Rome muft ftill be your head-quarters,
till the hegts of June drive you from thence to fome
other place in Italy, which we fhall think of by that
time. As to the expence which you mention, I do
not regard it in the leaft : from your infancy to this
day, I never grudged any expence in your educa=
tion, and ftill lefs do it now that it is'become more
important and decifive. I attend to the objeéts of
your expences, but not to the fums. I will ccrtamfy‘
not pay one thilling for your luﬁng your nofe, your
monty, or your reafon; that is, I will not con-
tribute to women, gaming, and drinking. BatT will
moft chearfully fupply, not only every neceffary,
but every decent expence you can make. I'de not
" care what the beft mafters coft. I would have you
as well dreft, lodged and attended, as &hy reafon-
able man of fafhion is in his travels. 1 would have
you have that pocket-money that fhould enable you
to make the proper expence d'un homnite bamm.
In fhort, I bar no expence, that has neither vice ne
B : folly



'ﬁ‘ LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTERS :
folly for its objedt ; and, under thofe two reafonable
reftri¢tions, draw and welcome. -

As for Turin, you may go there hereafter, as a
traveller, for a month or two; but, you e*nnm
conveniently refide there as an academician,{ for
reafons which I have formerly communicated to
Mr. Harte, and which, Mr. Villettes, fince his
return here, has thown me in a ftill fironger light
‘than he had done by his letters from Turin, of
whlch I fent copies to Mr, Harte, though probably
he never received them. i

After you have left Rome, Florence ie one of the
places with which you fhould be thoroughly ac-
quainted. I know that there is a great deal of gam-
ing there ; but, at the fame time, there are, in every
place, fome people whofe fortunes are either toa
fmall, or whofe underftandings are too good, to al-
Jow them to play for any thing above trifles; and
with thofe people you will affociate yourfelf, if you

. have not (as I am affured you have not in the leaft)
the {pirit of gaming in youn. Moreover, at fufpected
places, fuch as Florence, Turin, and Paris, F fhall®
be more attentive to your draughts, and fuch as ex-
ceed a proper and handfome expence will not be an-
fwered ; for, I can eafily know whether you gams
or not, without being told.

Mr. Harte will determine your route to Rome, as
. he fhall think beft; whether along the coaft of the
_Adratic, or that of the Mediteranean, it is equal
to me 3 but, you will obferve to come back a differ-
ent way from that you went, &)
}_" : Since
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Since your health is fo well reftored, I am not
forry that you are returned to Venice; for, I love
Capitals. Every thing is beft at Capitals; the beft
maftérs, the beft companies, and the beft manners.
Mary other places are worth feeing, but Capitals
. only are worth refiding at. I am very glad that
Madame Capello received you fo well ; Monfieur
I was fure would : pray affure them both of my re-
fpects, and of my fenfibility of their kindnefs to
you. Their houfe will be a very good one for you
~af Rome; and I would advife you to be domeftic
in it, if yew can. But Madame, I can tell you,
requires great attentions. Madame Micheli has |
written a very favourable account of you to my
friend the Abbé Grofla Tefta, in a letter which he
fhowed me, and in which there are fo many civil
things to myfelf, that I would with to tell her how
much I think myfelf obliged to her. I approve
very much of the allotment of your time at Venice:
pray go on fo for a twelvemonth at leaft, wherever
youare. You will find your own account in it.

INike your laft letter, which gives me an account
of yourfelf and your.own tranfactions; for, though
I do not recommend the gotifm to you with regard
to any body elfe, I defire that you will ufe it with
me, and with me only. I intereft myfelf in all that
you do; and as yet (excepting Mr. Hage) nobddy
clfe does. He mutft of courfe know all, and I defire,
to know a great deal.

‘1 am glad you have received, and that you like,
the diamond buckles. Iam very willing that you

° ; 2
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: ‘make, but very unwilling that you fhould
m a ﬁgurc with them at the Jubilee; the cuiting a
Jigure being the very loweft vulgarifm in the Englith
language ; and equal, in elegancy, to Yes, my ®ady,
and No, my Lady. The words vaff and zaftly you
will have found, by my former letter, that I had |
profcribed out of the diction of 2 gentleman; un-
defs in their proper fignification of fize and bulk.
Not only in language, but in every thing elfe, take
great care that the firft impreffions you give of your-
felf may be not only favourable, but pleafing, en<
gaging, nay, feducing. They are often decifive :
I'confefs they are-a good deal fo with me; and I
cannot with for farther acquaintance with a man
whofe firft abord and addrefs difpleafe me.
So many-of my letters have mifcarried, and I
know fo little which, that I am forced to repeat the
fame thing over and over again eventually. 'This is
one. I have wrote twice to Mr. Harte, to have
your picture drawn in miniature, while you were at
Venice, and to fend it me in a letter: it is all one
- to me, whether in enamel or in water-colours, pro-
" wided it is but very like you. I would have you

drawn exadtly as you are, and in no whimfical drefs.
- I lay more firefs upon the likenefs of the picture,
* than upon the tafte and fkill of. the painter. If this

be not alregdy done, I defire that you will have it
* done forthwith, before you leave Venice; and en=

clofe it in a letter 10 me ; which lettery for greater
- fecurity, I would have you defire Sir James Gfay
3 -tpcnclofc in his packet to the office; as 1, for the
i - fame
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fame reafon, fend this under his cover. If the pic-
ture be done upon vellum, it will be the moft port-
able. ,Send me, at the fame time, a thread or filk
of your own length, exadtly. I am folicitous about
your figure; convinced, by a thoufand inftances,
that a good one is a real advantage. Mens fana in
corpore famo, is the firft and greateft blefling: I
would add et pulchro, to complete it. May you.
have that, and every other! Adieu.

Have you received my letters of recommendation
=10 Cardinal Albani, and the Duke de Nivernois} at
Rome!? -

!

LETTER CXCVIL

London, O&. gth, O. 5. 1749.
Deaxr Boy, :

I F vhis letter finds you at all, of which I am very
doubtful, it will find you at Venice, preparing for
your journey to Rome ; which, by my laft letter to
Mr. Harte, I advifed you to make along the coaft
of the Adriatic, through Rimini, Loretto, Ancona,
&e. places that are all worth feeing, butenot worth
ftaying at. And fuch I reckon all places, where
the eyes only are employed. Remains of antiquity,
public buildings, paintings, fculptures, &e. ought
to be feen, and that with a proper degree of. atten~
' | tion;
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‘ﬁun., but this is foon done, for they are only out+
fides. It is not fo with more lmpurca.p_t objects ; the
infides of which muft be feen ; and they require and
deferve much more attention. The Characters; the
Heads, and the Hearts of men, are the ufeful {ci-
ence of which I would have you perfect ma{’ccr.
That {cience is beft taught and beft learnt in Capi-
tals, where every human paffion has its object, and
exerts all its force, or all its art, in the purfuit. I
believe, there is no place in the world, where every
pafiion is bufier, appears in more fhapes, and is con-
ducted with more art, than at Rome. Thes:fore,
when you are there, do not imagine that the Capi-
tol, the Vatican, and the Pantheon, are the princi~
pal obje&s of your curiofity ; but, for one minute
that you beftow upon thofe, employ ten days in in-
forming yourfelf of the nature of that government,
the rife and decay of the Papal power, the politics
of that Court, the Brigues of the Cardinals, the
tricks of the Conclaves; and, in general, every
thing that relates to the interior of that extraordi-
~ pary government, founded originally upon thg ig-
norance and fuperftition of mankind, extended by
the weaknefs of fome Princes, and the ambition of
others; declining of late, in proportion as know-
ledge has increafed ; and owing its prefent precari-
ous fecurity, not to the religion, the affection, or
the fear, of the Temporal Powers, but to the jea-
loufy of each other. The Pope’s E};_co'mmunica—b
tions are no longer dreaded; his Indulgences ikitle
fqlmted, aBd {ell very cheap; and his Territories,
- vl formldable

i . -



%o g1 so8. F

formidable to no Power, are coveted by many,
and will, moft undoubtedly, within a century, be
fcantled out among the great Powers, who have
now'a footing in Italy; whenever they can agree
upon the divifion of the Bear's fkin. Pray inform
yourfelf thoroughly of the Hiftory of the Popes and
of the Popedom ; which, for many centuries, is in-
terwoven with the Hiftory of all Europe, Read the
beft authors who treat of thefe matters, and efpeci=
ally Ira Paol, de Beneficiis 3 a fhort, but very a~
=dgrial book. You will find at Rome fome of all
the Religious Orders in the Chriftian world. In=
form yourfelf carefully of their origin, their founders,
their rules, their reforms, and even their drefies :
get acquainted with fome of all of them, but parti=
cularly with the Jefuits; whofe fociety I look upon
to be the moft able and beft-governed fociety in the
world. Get acquainted, if you can, with their
General, who always refides at Rome; and who,
though he has ho {eeming power out of his‘own So-
ciety, has (it may be) more real influence over the
whole world, than any temporal Prince init. - They
have almoft engroffed the education of youth; they
are, in general, Confeffors to moft of the Princes in
Europe ; and they are the principal miffionaries out
of it; which three articles give theni 3 moft exten-
five influence, and folid advantages: withe(s theif
fettlement in Paraguay. The Catholics in general
declalm againdt that fociety ; and yetare all governed
by individuals of it. They have, by turns, been
banifhed, and with infamy, almoft every country

"Vo:.. IL < in
!
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in Europe; and have always found means to be re«
ftored, even with triumph. In fhort, I know no
- government in the world that is carried on upon
fuch deep principles of policy, I will not add, ‘mo-
rality. Converfe with them, frequent them, court
them; but know them.

Inform yourfelf too of that infernal Court, the
Inquifition ; which, though not fo confiderable at
Rome as in Spain and Portugal, will, however, be
4 good fample to you of what the villainy of fome
mer can contrive, the fo]ly of others receive, an_;j
both together eftablifh ; in {pite of the fi~fl fiatural
principles of reafon; juftice, and equity. -

Thefe are the proper and ufeful objeéts of the at-
tention of a man of fenfe, when he travels; and
thefe are the objeéts for which I have fent you
abroad ; and I hope you will return thoronghly in-
formed of them.

I receive, this very moment, Mr. Harte's letter
of the 1ft October, N. S. but I have never re-

ceived his former, to which he refers in this, and
you refer in your laft; in which he gave me the
reafons for your lecaving Verona fo {oon: nor have I
ever received that letter in which your cafe was
ftated by your phyficians. Letters to and from me
have worfe luck than other people’s; for, you have
written to, me, and I to you, for thefe laft three
~ months, by way of Germany, with as litde fuccefs
as before.

I am edified with your morning apphcatlons,‘and
g wul‘cvenmg gallantries, at Venice, of which Mr.
Ham-.

-



=) = %

TO HIS SON. 278

Harte gives e an account. Pray go on with both
there, and afterwards at Rome ; where, provided
you arnve in the beginning of December, you may
ftay at Venice as much longer as you pleafe.

Makes my compliments to Sir James Gray and
. Mr. Smith, with my acknowledgments for the great
civilities they fhow you.

I wrote to Mr. Harte, by the laft poft, O&tober the
6th, O.S. and will write to him in a poft or two,
upon the contents of his laft. Adien! Pomt de
- ﬁl"m_‘zﬂi, and remember the Graces.

-

LETTER CXCVIIL

London, O¢tober the 14th, O.8S. 1749.
Dear Bovy,

I HAVE, at laft, received Mr. Harte’s letter, of

“the rgth September, N.S. from Verona. Your

reafons for leaving that place were very good ones;

and, as you ftaid there long enough to fee what was

to be feen, Venice (as a capital) is, in my opinion,

a much better place for your refidence. Capitals

are always the feats of Arts and Sciences} and the

beft companies. I have ftuck to them all my hﬂ:- .

time ; and I advife you to do fo too. .
You will have received, in.my three or four. laft

lctters, my direGtions: for your farther motions to
Ta, aﬂo:hcr
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another Capital ; where I propofe that your ftay fhall
be pretty confiderable. The expence, I am well
aware, will be fo too; but that, as I told you be-
fore, will have no‘weight, when your improvement
and advantage are in the other fcale. 1 do aot care
a groat what it is, if neither Vice nor Folly are the
objeéts of it, and if Mr. Harte gives his fan&ion.

I am very well pleafed with your account of Car-
niola : thefe are the kind of objects worthy of your
inquiries and knowledge. The Produce, the Tazes,
the Trade, the Manufaétures, the Strcngth Jhaw
Weaknefs, the Government, of the feveral countries
which a man of fenfe travels through, are the ma-
terial points to which he attends; and leaves the
Steeples, the Market-places, and the Signs, to the
laborious and curious refearches of Dutch and Ger-
man travellers.

Mr. Harte tells me, that he intends to give you,
by means of Signor Vicentini, a general notion of
Civil and Military Archite¢ture ; with which I am
very well pleafed. They are frequent fubjects of
converfation ; and it is very right that you fhould’
have fome idea of the latter, and a good tafte of the
former ; and you may very foon learn as much as you
need know of either, If you read about one third
of Palladio’s Book of Archite¢ture, with fome fkilful-
perfon, «nd then, with that perfon, examine the beft
buildings by thofe rules, you will know the different
proportions of the different Orders; the feveral dia-
~ meters of their columns ; their mtercolummiwns,

their feveral ufes, &% The Corinthian Order is
: chicfly
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chiefly ufed in magnificent buildings, where orna-
ment and decoration are the principal objeéts; the
Dorjc is calculated for ftrength ; and the Ionic pat-
takes of the Doric ftrength, and of the Corinthian
ornamehts. The Compofite and the Tufcan Orders
are more modern, and were unknown-to the Greeks:
" the one is too light, the other too clumfy. You may
foon be acquainted with the confiderable parts of
Civil Architeture ; and for the minute and mecha-
nical parts of it, leave them to mafons, bricklayers,
3 d Burlington ; who has, to a certain degree,
leflened himfelf by knowing them tooavell. Obferve
the fame method as to Military Archite¢ture : under~
ftand the terms; know the general rules ; and then
fee them in execution with fome fkilful perfon. Go
with fome Engineer or old Officer, and view with
care the real fortifications of fome ftrong place ; and
you will get a clearer idea of Baftions, Half-moons,
Horn-works, Ravelins, Glacis, &e. than all the maf-
ters in the world could give you upon paper. And
thus much I would, by all means, have you know
of both Civil and Military Architecture.

I would alfo have you acquire a liberal tafte of
the two liberal arts of Painting and Sculpture; but
without defcending into thofe minutie, which our
modern Virtuofi moft affectedly dwell upon. Ob-
ferve the great parts attentively; fee if nature be
truly reprefented ; if the paffions are ftrongly ex=«
preffed ; if the charaters are preferved ; and leave
the trifling parts, with their little jargon, to affected
‘puppies. I would advife you alfo to read the
e T hiftory
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hiftory of the Painters and Sculptors; and I know

" none better than Felibien’s. There are many in
Ttalian 5 you will inform yourfelf which are the beft.
Itis a part of Hiftory, very entertaining, curious
enough, and not quite ufelefs. All thefe Aorts of
things T would have youknow, to a certain degree ;
‘but remember, that they muft only be the amufe-
ments, and not the bufinefs, of a man of parts.

“Since writing to me in German would take up fo
mugh of your time, of which I would not now fiave
one moment wafted, Iwill accept of your compgfities5™
and content~myfelf with a moderate Gertian letter,
once a fortnight, to Lady Chefterfield, or Mr. Gre-
venkop. My meaning was, only that you fhould
not forget what you had already learned of the Ger-
man language and character ; but, on the contrary,
that, by frequent ufe, it fhould grow more eafy and
familiar. Provided you take care of that, T do not
care by what means: but I do defire, that you will,
every day of your life, {peak German to fomebody
jor other (for you will meet with Germans enough),
and write a line or two of it every day, to keep
your hand in. Why fhould you not (for inftance)

- write your own little memorandums and accounts in

- ‘that language and charadter? by which too you
'would have this advantage into the bargain, that, if
miflaid, few but yourfelf cauld read them.

s I am extremely glad to hear, that you like the
affemblies at Venice well enough to facrifice {gme
fuppers to them ; for I hear that you do not diflike
your foppers neither. It is therefore plain, that

= o there

i
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there is fomebody, or fomething, at thofe affem-
blies, which you like better than your meat. And,
as I know there is none but good company at. thofe
affemblies, I am very glad to find that you like
good dompany fo well. I already imagine you a
little fmoothed by it; and that you have either rea-

" foned yourfelf, or that they have laughed you out
of your abfences and diffrations’; for, 1 cannot fup=
pofe that you go there to infult them. I likewife
iniagine, that you wifh to be welcome, where : you. .

:‘ﬁ‘&&%, and, confequently, that you both® pre-
fent and behave yourfelf there en galant bomme, et
pas en bourgeois. .

If you have vowed to any body there, one of
thofe eternal paflions, which I have fometimes
known, by great accident, laft three months; I
can tell you, that without great attention, infinite
politenefs, and engaging air and manners, the omens
will be finifter, and the Goddefs unpropitious. Pray
tell me, what are the amufements of thofe affem=
blies? Are they little commercial play, are they
mufic, are they la belle converfation, or are they all
three ? 2 file-t-on le parfait amour 2 débite-t-on
les beaux fentiments?  Ou eft-ce qi'on y parle Epi-
gramme? And pray, which is your department?
Tutis Repom in auribus? Whichever it is, endea-
vour to fhine, and excel in it. Aim, at leaft,
at the perfc&wn of every thing that is worth,
doipg at all; and you will come nearer it than

you would imagine; but thofe always crawl in=
T4 ~finitely



initely fhort of it, whofe aim is only mcdiocrit}.
Adieu,

P.S. By an uncommon diligence of the poft, I
have this moment received yours of the gth, J. N.S,

LETTEZR CXCIX, so—
o jpac®
- London, O&, 24th, O.S:ﬁ;';u{,g.

DeAr Boy,

_ :BY my laft I only acknowledged, by this I anfwer,
your letter of the gth October, N, S,

I am very glad that you approved of my letter of
Scptember the 12th, O.S. becaufe it is upon that
footing, that I always propofe living with you. I
will advife you ferioufly, as a Friend of fome ex-
perience ; and I will converfe with you chearfully,
as a Companion: the authority of a Parent fhall
for ever be laid afide; for, wherever it is exerted,
it is ufelefs; fince, if you have neither fenfe or fen-
timents enough to follow my advice as a Friend,
your nnwilling obedience to my orders, as a Father,
wrgll be a very awkward and unavailing one, both to
le and me, Tacitus, {fpeaking of an army that

kwardly and unwillingly obcyed its Generals, iny
gﬁ;ﬁ:fc&r of punifhment, fays, they obeyed in=

deed,

: . e
.. y‘ b.



deed, fed ut qui mallent juffa Imperatorum interpretari
quam exequi. For my own part, I difclaim fuch
obedience.

. You think, I find, that you do not underftand
Italian';\ but I can tell you, that, like the Bourgecis
Gentilbomme, who fpoke profe without knowing it,
you underftand a great deal, though you do not
know that you do; for, whoever underftands French
and Latin fo well as you do, underftands at leaft
halfthe Italian language, and has very little ogca=

rmﬁfar»a Dictionary, And for the idioms, * the
phrafes,™and the delicacies of it, converfation, and
a little attention, will teach them you, and that
foon; therefore, pray fpeak it in company, right
or wrong, d tori ou @ travers, as foon as ever you
have got words enough to afk a common queftion,
or give a common anfwer. If you can only fay
buon giorno, fay it, inftead of faying bon joury 1
mean, to every Italian; the anfwer to it will teach
you more words, and infenfibly you will be very
foon mafter of that eafly language. You are quite
right in not neglecting your German for it, and in
thinking that it will be of more ufe to you: it
certainly will, in the courfe of your bufinefs; but
Italian has its ufe too, and is an ornament into the
bargain ; there being many very polite and good
authors in that language, The reafonsyou affign
for having hitherto met with none of my fwarms of
Gerpnans, in Italy, is a very folid one; and I can
eafily conceive, that the experience neceflary for a
traveller amﬂ: amount to a number of Thalers,

’ . Grofeheny
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Gnyfrbm, and Krentzers, tremendous to a German
fortune. However, you will find feveral at Rome,
either Ecclefiaftics, or in the fuite of the Imperial
Minifter; and more, when you come into the Mi-
lanefe, among the Queen of Hungary's Officers.
Befides, you have a Saxon fervant, to ‘whom, I
hope, you fpeak nothing but German. ;
I have had the moft obliging letter in the world
. from Monficur Capello, in which he fpeaks very
advantageoufly of you, and promifes you his=pro-
teflion at Rome. I have wrote him an anfwer by
which I hope I have domefticated you af "Tis bitel
there; which I advife you to frequent as much as
you can. I eft vrai qu'il me paie pas beaucoup de fa
* figure ; but he has fenfe and knowledge at bottom,
with a great experience of bufinefs, having been al-
ready Embaffador at Madrid, Vienna, and London.
And I am very fure that he will be willing to give
you any informations, in that way, that he can.
Madame was a capricious, whimfical fine lady,
tiil the fmall-pox, which fhe got here, by leflening
her beauty, leflfened her humours too; but, 4s I
prefume it did not change her fex, Itruft to that
for her having fuch a fhare of them left as may
contribute to {mooth and polith you. She, doubt-
lefs, ftill thinks, that fhe has beauty enough re-
maining, te entitle her to the attentions always paid
to beauty ; and fhe has certainly rank enough to re-
quire refpect. Thofe are the fort of women gyho
polith a young man the moft ; and who give.him
that hab:t of complaifance, and that flexibility and

verfatility
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verfatility of manners, which prove of great ufe to
him with men, and in the courfe of bufipefs.
You muff always expeét to hear, more or lefs,
from me, upon that important fubje& of Manners,
Graces), Addrefs, and that undefinable je ne fpais
quoi that ever pleafes. I have reafon to believe, that
* you want nothing elfe; but I have reafon to fear
too, that you want thefe; and that want will keep
you poor, in the midft of all the plenty of knows-
Tedge which you may have treafured up.  Adieu.
' ‘o
——

-
——

LETTER CC.

London, Nov. 3, O.8. 1749.

Dear Bovy,

FROM the time that you have had life, it has
been the principal and favourite objeét of mine, to
make you as perfect as the imperfections of human
nature will allow: in this view, I have grudged no
pains nor expence in your education; convinced
that Education, more than Nature, is the caufe of
that great difference which we fee in the charaéters
of men. While you were a child, I endeavoured
to form your heart habitually to Virtue and Ho-
nou, - before your underftanding was capable of |
thowing you their beauty and utility. Thofe prin
ciples, which you then got, like your grammar

. - -
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rules, only by rote, are now, I am perfuaded,
fixed and confirmed by reafon. And indeed they
are fo plain and clear, that they require but a very
moderate degree of underftanding, either to com-
prehiend or pradife them. Lord Shaftefbuty fays,
very prettily,” that he would be virtuous for his own
fake, though nobody were to know it; as he would
be clean for his own fake, though nobody were to
fee him. I have, therefore, fincz you have had
the ufe of your reafon, never written to youTpon
- thole fubjeéts: they fpeak beft for themfely

I fhould now juft as foon think of warning you
gravely not to fall into the dirt or the fire, as into
difhonour or vice. This view of mine, I confider
as fully attained. My next objeét was, found and
ufeful learning. My own care firft, Mr. Harte's
afterwards, and of Jate (I will own it to your praife)
your own application, have more than anfwered my
expectations in that particular; and, I have reafon
to believe, will anfwer even my wifthes. All that
remains for me then to wifh, to recommend, to in-
culcate, to order, and to infift upon, i1s Good-
breeding ; without which, all your other qualifica-
tions will be lame, unadorned, and to a certain de-
‘gree unavailing. And here I fear, and have too
much reafon to believe, that you are greatly defici-
‘ent. Theremainder of this letter, therefore, fhall
be {(and it will not be the laft by a great many)
“upon that fubjec. ' o
A friend of yours and mine has very juftly de-
. ‘mw -breeding to be, the refult of muck geod

8 -y f"’f‘:
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Jenfe, fome good-nature, and a little [elf-denial, for the
Jake of others, and with a view to obtain the fame indul-
gence from thém, 'Taking this for granted (as I think
it. cahnot be difputed), it is aftoni(hing to me, that
any bady, who has good fenfe and good-nature (and
1 bclicve(;vou have both), can effentially fail in good=
«breeding.  As to the modes of it, indeed, they vary

according to perfons, places, and circumftancess |
and are only to be acquired by obfervation and ex~
perience ; but the fubftance of it is every where
-and eternally the fame. Good manners are, to par=
ticulaFfesicties, what good morals are to fociety in
general ; their cement, and their fecurity. And,
as laws are enacted to enforce good morals, or at

leaft to prevent the ill effets of bad ones; fo there
are certain rules of civility, univerfally implied and
received, to enforce good manners, and punifth bad
ones. And indeed there feems to me to be lefs dif=
ference, both between the crimes and punifhments,
than at firft one would imagine. The immoral man,
who invades another’s property, is juftly hanged for
it ;.and the ill-bred man, who, by his ill-manners,
invades and difturbs the quiet and comforts of pri-
vate life, is by common confent as juftly banifhed
fociety. Mutual complaifances, attentions, and

facrifices of little conveniences, are as natural an
implied compaé between civilized people, as pro-
teftion and obedience are between Kings and fub-

je@s: whaever, in either cafe, violates that coms
, juftly forfeits all advantages arifing from it.
For my own part, I really think, that, next to the

confcioufne(s

3
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l;‘mfmcuﬁlefs of doing a good adtion, that of doing
a civil one is the moft pleafing; and the epithet
which I fhould covet the moft, next to that of
Ariftides, would be that of well-bred. Thus much
for good-breeding in general: I will now q'mﬁdcr
fome of the various modes and degrees of i i,

Very few, {carcely any, are wanting in the refpeét .
.which they fhould fhow to thofe whom they acknow-
ledge to be infinitely their fuperiors; fuch as Crowned
Heads, Princes, and public perfons of diftinguithed
and eminent pofts. It is the manner of fhowing tha
refpect which is different. The man of fam‘,_;;trl—'.
of the world-, exprefles it in 1ts fulleft extent; but
naturally, eafily, and without concern : whereas a
man, who 1s not ufed to keep good company, ex-
prefies it awkwardly ; one fees that he is not ufed to
ity and that it cofts him a great deal : but I never
faw the worft-bred man living guilty of loiling,
whiftling, feratching his head, and fuch-like inde- |
cencies, in company that he refpeted. In fuch |
companies, therefore, the only point to be attended
to is, to fhow that refpe¢t, which every body means
to fhow, in an eafy, unembarraffed, and graceful
manner. This is what obfervation and experience

 muft teach you.
. In mixed companies, whoever is admitted to make
part of them is, for the time at leaft, fuppofed to
be upon a footing of equality with the reft; and
‘confequently, as there is no one principal obje of
- awe and refpet, pepple are apt to take a greater

tude in their behaviour, and to be lefs upon thcn-

guard;
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guard ; and fo they may, provided it be within cer-
tain bounds, which are upon no occafioi to be
tranfgrefled. 4 But, upon thefe occafions, though
no one is entitled to diftinguifhed marks of refpect,
every ope claims, and very juftly, every mark of
s civility agd good-breeding. Eafe is allowed, but
¢areleflnefs and negligence are firiétly forbidden.
If a man accofts you, and talks to you ever fo dully.
or frivoufly, it is worfe than rudenefs, it is brutality,
to thow him, by a manifeft inattention to what he
fays, that you think him a fool or a blockhead, gnd
not womh hearing. It is much more fo with regard
to women ; who, of whatever rank théy are, are
entitled, in conﬁge_ra.tion of their {fex, not only to
an attentive, but an officious good-breeding from
men. Their little wants, likings, diflikes, prefer-
ences, antipathies, fancies, whims, and even im~.
pertinencies, muft be officioufly attended to, flat-
tered, and, if poflible, guefled at and anticipated,.
by a well-bred man. You muft never ufurp te your-
felf thofe conveniencies and agrémens which are of
. common right; fuch as the beft places, the beft
dithes, &c. ; but, on the contrary, always decline
them yourfelf, and offer them to others; who, in
their turns, will offer them to you: fo that, upon
_ the whole, you will, in your turn, enjoy your fhare
of the common right. It would be endlefs for me
to enumerate all the particular iaftances i in which a
well-bred man thows his good-breeding in good
company ; and it would be injurious to you to fup-
pok t]:ut your own good fenfe wﬂl not point them
out
» " pe
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‘outto you; and then your own good-nature will
recommend, and your felf-intereft enforce, the prac-
tice. B

There is a third fort of good-breeding, in which

.people are moft apt to fail, from a very miftzken no-
tion, that they cannot fail at all. I mean/ with re-
gard to one’s moft familiar friends and acquaintances,
or thofe who really are our inferiors; and there,
undoubtedly, a greater degree of eafe is not only al-
lowed, but proper, and contributes much to the com-.
fores of a private, focial life. But that eafe and freez
dom have their bounds too, which muft byero"fcans
be violated. A certain degree of negligence and
careleflnefs becomes injurious and infulting, from
the real or fuppofed inferiority of the perfons : and
that delightful liberty of converfation among a few
friends is foon deftroyed, as liberty often has been,
by being carried to licentioufnefs. But example
explains things beft, and I will put a pretty firong
cafe. Suppofe you and me alone together ; I believe
you will allow that I have as good a right to un-
limited freedom in your company, as either yqu or
I can poffibly have in any other; and I am apt to
believe, too, that you would indulge me in that
freedom, as far as any body would. But, not-
withftanding this, do you imagine that I fhould
think thefe were no bounds to that freedom? 1
affure you, I fhould not think fo; and F take my-
felf to be as much tied down by a certain degree of
good manners to you, as by other degrees of them
to other people, - Were I to fhow you, by a manifeft

kmat-,
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ing ef fomething elfe the whole tlme were 1 to

pany, I fhould think that I behaved myfelf‘ww
like a beaft, and fhould not expect that you would
care to fgquent me; No: ‘The mott familiar and
.intimate habitudes, connetions, and friendfhips, re=
quire a degree of good-breeding, both to preferve
and cement them. If ever a man and his wife, ora
anan znd his miftrefs, who pafs nights as well as days *
together, abfolutely lay afide all good-brccdfngg
thctr‘;’i’lﬂémacy will foon degenerate into a coarfe
familiarity, inﬁ'#bfy productive of contempt or
difguft. The beft of us have our bad fides; and it
is as imprudent, as it is ill-bred, to exhibit them.
1 fhall certainly not ufe ceremony with you; it
would be mifplaced between us : but I fhall certainly
obferve that degree of good-breeding with you,
which is, in the firft place, decent, and which, 1
am fure, is abfolutely neceflary to make uslike one
another’s company long.

* I will fay no more now, upon this important fub-
je€t of good-breeding : upon which I have already
dwelt too long, it may be, for one letter; and upon
which I fhall frequently refrefh your memory here-
a&er but I will conclude with thefe axioms:

" That the deepeft learning, without good-brcedmg,, '
is unwelcome and tirefome pedantry, and of ufe no
where but in. 4 man's own clofet ; and ccnfeqﬁeﬂiff'
of'htdeornotfeatal]. |

~Veor. 1L U ' m A
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That a man, who is not perfe@ly well-bred, i
unfit for good company, and unwelcome in it; will
confequently diflike it foon, afterwards‘:-enounce it ;
and be reduced to folitude, or, what is worfé, to
low and bad company. r

That a man, who is not well-bred, is fuli as unfit
for bufine{s as for company.

Make then, my dear child, I conjure you, Good-
breeding the great objeét of your thoughts and
adtions, at leaft half the day. Obferve carefully the
belfiviour and manners of thofe who are diftin-
guifhed by their good-breeding; imitate,qﬂf,'zn-t
deavour to excel, that you may atleaft reach them ;
and be convinced that good-breeding is, to all
worldly qualifications, what charity is to all Chriftian
virtues. Obferve how it adorns merit, and how
often it covers the want of it. May you wear it to
adorn, and not.to cover you! Adieu.

=
'

LETTER CCL

London, Nov. 14th, O.S. 1740.
Dun Bov,

THERE 1s a natural Good-breeding, which oc-
curs t6 every man of common fenfe, and is pryétifed

. by every man of common good-nature. This good-

breeding
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lm.edmg is general, independent of modes; and
confifts in endeavours to pleafe and oblige our
fellow-creatdres by all good offices, fhott of moral
duties. This will be praétifed by a good-natured
Amerivan favage, as effentially as by the beft-bred
Europeay. But then, I do not take it to extend to
+the facrifice of our own conveniencies, for the fake of
other people’s.  Utility introduced this fort of good-
breeding, as it introduced commerce; and eftablifhed
= truck of the little agrémens and pleafures of life. I
facrifice fuch a conveniency to you, you facrifice’an-
other toine ; this rommerce circulates, and every in~
dividual finds his'account in it upon the whole. The
third fort of good-breeding is local, and i¥varioufly
modified, in not only different countries, but in dif-
ferent towns of the fame country, But it muft be
founded upon the two former forts: they are the mat-
ter ; to which, inthis cafe, Fathion and Cuftom only
give the different fhapes and impreflions. 'Whoever
has the two firft forts, will eafily acquire this third
fort of good-breeding, which depends fingly upon
* attention and obfervation. It is, properly, the polifh,
the luftre, the laft finifhing ftrokes of good-breed-
ing, Itisto be found only in Capitals, and even
there it varies ; the good-breeding of Rome differ-
- ing, in fome things, from that of Paris; that of
Paris, in others, from that of Madrid ; and that of
Madrid, in many things, from that of London. A
man ofy fenfe, therefore, carefully attends to the.
local manners.of the repeétive places where he is,
and takes for his models thofe perfons whom ke ob-

< Uz fenv
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&;vea to be at the head of the fafhion and gaqd&

biceding. He watches how they a.dd‘rcfs themfelves
to their fuperiors, how they accoft theitequa’s, and
- how they treat their inferiors ; 'and lets none of thofe
little niceties efcape him, which are to goodebreed-
ing what the laft delicate and mafteily tgnches are

toa good piciure ; and of which the vulgar have no,

notion, but by which good judges diftinguifh the
mafter. He attends even to their air, drefs, and
motions, and imitates them, liberally, and not
fcrﬁlg.]y; he copies, bur does not mimic. Thefe
perfonal graces are of very great confequence. They
anticipate the fentiments, before merit can engage
the underftanding ; they captivate the heart, and
' gave rife, 1 believe, to the extravagant nctions of
charms and philters. Their effets were fo fur-
prifing, that they were reckoned furpernatural. The
moft gracefal and beft-bred men, and the hand{omeft
and gentecleft women, give the moft philters; and,
as I verily believe, without the leaft affiftance of the
devil. Pray be not only well drefled, but fhining in
your drefs ; let it have du brillant : 1 do not mean by
a clumfy load of gold and filver, but by the tafte and
fathion of it. Women like and require it ; they
think it an attentién due to them: but, on the other

hand, if your motions and carriage are not graceful, .

. genteel, and natural, your fine clothes will only dif-
play your awkwardnefs the more. But I am unwil-
ling to fuppofe you flill awkward ; for fugely, by
~ this time, you muft have catched a good air inl good
- company. When you went from hence, you were

g | AL~
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not naturally awkward ; but your awkwardnefs was
adventitious and Weftmonafterial, Leipfig, I appre=
hend, is ndt the feat of the Graces ; and I prefume
you acquired none there. But now, if you will be
p'eafed to obferve what people of the firft fathion do
with theit legs and arms, heads and bodies, you will
"reduce, yours to certain decent laws of motion, You
danced pretty well here, and ought to dance very
well before you come home : for what one i$ obli

Tto do*fometimes, one ought to be able ro&of' ell,
Befides, la belle danfe donne du brillant @ ue Jeune
homme. And you “fhould endeavour to fhine. 3
caim ferenity, negative merit and graces, do no
become your age. You thould be alerte, adroit, vif;
be wanted, talked of, impatiently expected, and un-
willingly parted with in company, I fhould be glad -
to hear half a dozen women of fathion fay, O ¢
donc le petit Stanbope? Que ne vient-il ? 1l aut avouer
gu'il eft aimable. All this I .do not mean fingly with
regard to women as the principal object ; but with

. regard to men, and with a view of making yourfelf
confiderable. For, with very {mall variations, the
fame things that pleafe women pleafe men; and 2
man, whofe manners are foftened and polifhed by
women of fathion, and who is formed by them to
an habitual attention and complaifance, will pleafe,
engage, and codnect men, much 'eaﬁer"and more
than he would otherwife. You muft be fenfible that
you c#finot rife in the world, without forming con- |
neétions, and engaging different charaéters to con-

‘ i
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fpire in your point. You muft make them your de-
pendents, without their knowing it, and ditate to
them while you feem to be direéted by them, Thofe
neceffary connections can never be formed, or pre-
ferved, but by an uninterrupted feries of complai-
fance, attentions, politenefs, and fome cénftraint.
Youmuft engage their hearts, if you would have their '
fupport; you muft watch the mollia tempora, and
captivate them by the agrémens, and charms of con-
verfation. People will not be called out to your fer-"
vice oely when you want them; and, if youexpect
to receive ftrength from them, they muft receive
cither pleafure or advantage from you,

I received in this inftant a letter from Mr. Harte,
of the 2d N. S. which I will anfwer foon; in the
mean time, I return him my thanks for it, through
you. The conftant good accounts which he gives
me of you will make me fufpect him of partiality,
and think him le médecin tant mieux. Confider,
therefore, what weight any future depofition of his,
againft you,- muft neceflarily have with me. Asin
that cafe he will be a very unwilling, he muft ton<
fequently be a very important witnefs. Adieu,

™
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" Desr Boy,

MY laft was upon the fubje& of Good-breeding 3

* but, I think, it rather fet before you the unfitnefs and
difadvantages of Ill-breeding, than the utility and ne-
ceflity of Good : it was rather negative than pofitive.

= This, therefore, thall go farther, and explain to you
the neceflity, which you, of all people living} lie
‘under, not only of being pofitively and aéhvcly
well-bred, but of fhining and diftinguithing yout-
felf by your good-breeding. Confidér your own
fituation in every particular, and judge whether it is
not effentially your intereft, by your own good-breed-
ing to others, to fecure theirs to you ; and that, let
me affure you, is the only way of doing it ; for peo-
ple will repay, and with intereft tno, inattention
with inattention, neglect with neglect, and ill-man-
ners with worfe ; which may engage you in very dif-
agrecable affairs.  In the next place, your profeflion
requires, more than any other, the niceft and moft
diftinguifhed good-breeding, You will negotiate
with very little fuccefs, if you do not previoufly, by
your manners, conciliate and engage the affections
of thafe with whom you are to negotiates Can you
ever get'into the confidence and the fecrets of the *
Coup# where you may happen to refide, if you have

" pot thofe pleafing, infinuating manners, which alone
~ £an procure them ? Upon my werd, I do not fay too

U 4 ' muth, !
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