
TO HIS 'ON. 

a.ttended to, :lfC admif.:\hle Jeffons, both fo~ the' heart 
ant the head. There is not, nor en:r was, any theatre 
comparable to the French. If the mufic of the French· 

.9~'CT.lS do not plcatc );ou r Italian car, the words of 
th em, at Ican , afl! fcnfe and poetry, which is nlucI! 
t1l0rc than r ean Jay of any it:l tian opera th.lt 1 c\'cr 

read or ht!ard in my life .. 
I fend yOll t he endored Jeticr of recommendation 

to Marquis Matignon, which I would n.:l\' C you qe
liver to him as foon :lS you CUll: you will, J am fure, 
fcd the good 1..'fJ-i:{i:s of his w:mn fricJldlh ip f Of me, 
and Lord Bolingbroke; who has alfo wrote tq him
upon your fuhjcCt: . lly that, and by the ot!~cr Idttrs 
whictl 1 kwe (t'nl you, you will be~ at once (0 tno-
rOl!gh ly il, d'~~l(d ifttt7-t.he heft Frsnch company, 
that \OU muft take fO}llC pains if YOll \viU keep bad; 

but Ihat is what I do not fuf{>l:f.t: YOll of. ,You ha,;e~ 
I am fnre. too mud} right :lmbition 10 prefer low 
and di ig raccrul l:OOlpany , 10 that flf your fuperion, 
both in rank and age. Your c haracter, and con
fcquenrly your fonun~ , abJoJutt' ly depends upon the 
comp:my you keep, and the turn r.j:Hl takc at Paris. 
I do not, iil the: leaft, mean a gr.l.\·e turn; on the 
contrary • .i ga~~, a fprightly, but, at the fame rime, 
an ele~:int and liber.ll one . 

.. K..:ep .carefully out of all fcrapcs and quarrels. 
Th~lower a charaCter extremely; and are partlcu
~'t!'~gerous in France; where a man is difho.,; 
Doured by DOt refenting an affront, and utterly ruined 
by rtfenting it. The yqMg Frenchmen are hafty, 
giddy .... ~ petulant; extmnely national. and /Wan-

I'g" 
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IlIg.'Il:l. J:orbear from any national jokes or refl~c

lions, which arc a1ways improper, and commo"ly 
unjuft. iJle colder nonhern nations generally look 
opon France, as a whif1ling, fintging, oanc"ing, fri-. 

volous nation: this notion is "ery far from being a 
. true one, though many pefils mc.i/ru by· their bcha-~, 

viour (cem to jufi if)' it; but.thofc very p(liIs mlJ!p:u, 
... hen mellowed by age and experience, yety ?ften 
turn ,Ollt vcry able men. The number of great Ge
qera1s anu State(mcrl, as well as excellent Authors, 
that France has produced, is an undeniable proof, 

tthlt i.t i3 not that friYo1ous, unthinking. empty na
tion that north ern pn:jmiicc$ fu pporc it . Secm to like 
and :tppron: of cn:rr thing at firll; .1nd J prqmife 
YOll, thal rOil ~\' ill lik..: an~)' thit:lg' 
afrerward~. • I 

I expdl that you will write to me confiantly;onc.e 
every week. 'which I delire may he e'-ery Thurfday : 

. and th:lt your letter::; m:ly inform me of your perfonal 
tr:mfaclions •. nol of willt you fec, but of whom you 
fer, nnd what you do. 

Be your own ~nonit()r, now that you will ha\'e no 
other. As to enunciation, I muft n:ptat it to you 
~ain and again, that there is no one th~~ necef· 
,fary; all other talents, without that, are abl\tlutely 
'urdefs. except in your own claret. '-
. ,It .founds riu iculouOy to bid you ftud! wi~ur 

dancmg maficr ; and yet I do. The- bodIly drUte 
.~ p'ce!~al"e Of in.nire c~fequC:!lcc: to every body, 
.-.u ~ particularly to YOlf-

l4diou lOr thiuimc, mydcar child. Y ou&t<~. 
. J.ETT,EJI 
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LET ,T E R CCXXXV. 

London, November 12th, O. S. 1750. 

f..h DEAR FRIEND,. 

Yau will poffibly think , that this letter turns 

upon firange, little trifling oLjeCt,>: and you will 
think right, if you confider them fepar:ltely: but, j( 
vou take [hem :lg~rl'g:l telr. )'ou will be convinced. 
that :lS p:;.rt s, wliich tonfpire to form that "hole; 
cailed the cxtt:rlnr of a man of fathion, they are of 
import3.llct:. 1 01:1.1\ not dwell now tlpOn thoCe pcr
_fona! gr:tces', l i::\rlLf.ta ,'..! :lir, and t~at engaging ad
dref~ which I ha\:c fo often recommended to you; 
hilt rlcfcend fiill lower, to ),our drefs, c1eanlinefs, 
and cafe of your pt"rfon, 

\\'11(;n you U)'l1e to Par is, you muil: take care to 
be extremely well dreft; that is, :u the fafhionable 
people are: this does hy no means conliil in the 
finery, but in the rafie, hInds" and manner of 
weari ng your c1othes; a fine fuit in-made, and fiat
ternly , or nifty worn, far from adornin'g, onlyex
pofet'the awkwardnefs of tlle wearer. Get the heft 
F"'e?ch ,taylor to male your clothes; whatever they 
J~}n the fa1hion, and to fit you: and then wear 
\bern,"bunon them, or uf\button 1;hem, as the gen.:"' 
t~left' people you fce do/ Lefyour man learn QLthe 
be# fri~ to do YOUlt hair well, for 'that i •• ; 'ffsy 
_erial port of)"lUr d~ Take care: to hmo'your 

4 tlocki/Jp 
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ftockings . well gartered up, :ina your fhoes wen 

buckled· for norhinv gives a more novenly air ttJ a . " 
man than ill-clrefll:d legs. In your perron you lUuil: 
be accurately clean; and your rctth, hands, aod 
.!lair,. Ihould Ix:- fUj>t'rl.ui,-dy fo: a diny mouth has 
real ill confequcncc:; to the O\\'l1cr, fur it infallibly 

Clufe3 the rl('cn', <J.'i well .. the intolerable pain of 
the 'teeth; and it i~ \cry ojfl.'nfi,'c to hi s :lcquaint:mcc, 

fOr it will moll im'\'itably fti rl !{. I inlift dlcrdiJre. 

that you w.:dh your ~,:clh the firtf tIling you du nefY 
morning , with a foft (pl!n~.e and warm water, for 
four Qf JiH; mint:tr s ; and then wal11 rOllt mouth fi"c 
or fix ti mes. M(lUtuH, whol1J I .. Jdin: you will lend 

fOTtlpOn yourarri\':'ll at P;t: i ~ , ""ill g,1"(' you an 0H;,~te, 
&cd a Jiquor 10 J )C Ilkd (\'luefin~~.~ Mll ll j.ng In(~ks . . 
more ordinary, vulgar, anll dliheT:J.I, than .piny 
!lands, and ugly. l:nt\ ( 11, and rag~ed nails: J do 

not curpect YOIl of rll:!! Ihocking . awkward nick, of 
biting yours; but tktt is not enough : ),ou muil: 
kc."<'l) the ef'!tb of tl ltll) fllJ(lDth and ci.:an, not tipped 
with bi:J.ck. as the ordinary r-: oplo:'s ;tl\\,.lrs arc. T he 

Clds of rour lUils.J1lOlIld be lim.1I J\:gmcnts of circles, 

which, by a very liule- care in the o.:uuing, they are 

yc:ry ~3.fily brougbt to; nery time th~~ wi~ 
yotir hands, rub the !kin rou nd YOllT nails back

Wlltd!, that it 'i'ay Dot grow up and fhortc~" r 
nails too m.tlch .. The dc:mli~eCs o~ .the reft of ;:! 
Jkl:fOR, whICh by" t he w.ay Will conduce g r y tel . 

-~.r health', I rc::fer fl'bl1\ ~ to tim.e- to the bagnio. 

~: misl\ioning thc:le plTticu\&rs arifes (I freely own) 
~· • .cocne fufpidon th~t the hints are.oot ~nn~cf .. ' 

"".' . fu]-. 



TO HlS SOlf. 7t.' ... 
,fary: for, when you y;6" a (chool-boy" you welt 
f\lycnly and diny, above plOr ti::lIo\\':i, I mull add 
another G\\lIion, which is, that, upon no account 
wh:uc\'cr, you put your fingers, as too many people 
arc apt to do, in your no(e or ear", It is the moft 
f1H\(kin~, 'll:lli-y , nd~:tr rud<.:nds, that can be 
olrered to company; ~ difgufrs Olle, it turns one's 
ftom.1ch; and, for my own parr, I woult.! much 
r:l.lhcr know t hat a :nan's lingers wcre aCtq:tlly in his 
bn:<.:ch. than ICc thelll ill II !:> nuli!, . \Vuth your ears 
well every llIorning, and hlnw your note in youI' 

h:mdkcfchid whl'll l:wr you kIn! occafion; but, by 
t he W:lY. wilhout I ll nkil;~Y :l! it' :1(:\ rwarcJs, 'There . . " 
i1IOVld be in the k':l1t, a~ Ird l :I~ in the grc:1.tdi: part 
of a Gem inwtn, 1 .. 5-I/'{//lit res I/O"'r1. ~t'!l lc will teach 

• • 
'~Ium~, ubf",p':llion ol'hers : atr~nd c:m:fully to 

the tllanners, the !l itl i,,: ', tIll: mo,i"n~, of people of 
the firO: f<l1 hiul1 , :lllll f"rm your own upon th('m. 
On ,he o rb.:r hand, Ijl,l ~'r H' 11. little :boie of the 
, 'ulgar, in (mlcr tu 3\ oid ,ll,, :n : lor though the 
things which they tay or do mar be ti le lanK' , the 

OI:lnncr is always totally dif..~rl'r.t " :Inc! ill that, and 
no;hing elCe, confifis t lte t.:h:n:H(l,·rdl ie of a man of 
fathion. The lowefi pc:tJ:: nt 'l)caks, mo\'es, dre~es. 
eats, and drinks, as much ;1, a m:lO of rhe fira [albion. 
but doe,S them aU quite dillcn:nr ly; (0 that by oomg 
ar~~:fa)'ing moll: things in a m:mm:r oppofite to t~ 
{)'{ti .... ,'u!gar, you }u\'C a grelt chance of doi~g ~!.f 
faying them right. T?,:c:lit gf'adati~s in a.,¥~ ... 
wattlocfs and yulgarif'tl9 as there are in ev~~.y tl~ . 

elk. l!ts 1JJIJ~tJ J£ Rqjel ~ough not qU!~t.rl,~~ 
Ole . 
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are frill ~tter than 10 man;eru Bour-geoijeJ; and 
thefe, though ban, afe ft ill better than /n Manitr~1 

M_Compog.,. But lhe b.n~uage, the air, the drefs, 
and the manner!', of the Court, are the only true 
flandan.l. deJ manicrtJ ueNes , et d'un bonlliu homme. Ez 
pede Hcrcu/(m j:; :m oM and true f:'ying , and "cry ap

plicable to ou r prc(cnt fllh.icil"; for a man of pans, 
wJto has been bred at Courts, and, ufed to keep the 

beft company. will diftillgllifh himfclf, and is to be 
known from the vulgar, by eve ry word, Wtitudc, 

gefture, and nen look. J cannot leave thefe f(tming 

"Ji"',lip. withoul repeating to yon the ncccfiity ' of 
your car"ing well; which isan.1rficle, little as it is, 
that is ldCful twice c\'(:r\' d:w of olle's life ; and the , ' , 
doing it ill is Y~ry tl"OllbldolllC to one's fdf, apd 
vcry dir.1grccah'\·, Oftfll ridiculuus, to others .. ,/ 

H;willg faid all thi s, I cannot help reflecting, 
what a formal d ull fdlow, or a c10iftered pedant, 
would fay, if they were' to fcc th is letter; they would 
look upon it with the utmoft contempt , and fay, 
tfut furcly a fathn might find much better topics for 
advice to a Con .• 1 would admit it, if I had gi\'en 
you; or thilt you were capable of .receiving, no 
better; b~t if fufficit:nt pains have been taken to 
Conn your h,eart and improve your mind, and, ~ I 
.hope, not without fuecds, I wiU teU thofe folid 
~ntIemen, that a1l thefe trifling things, . as'¥eY 
·think ,them, colle~livdl form. that plea1in~.' 
. ' . t;Jlat tnfntWII, ~jch. they are utter fuao ... 

, " in themfeJo .. p4 others. • The word 

,...'10''11'" knOWn in their ianpg.,. or ~ tlu.ag 
ID 



TO HI! SON. 

in their manneN. Great ufage of the ~'orldJ ~at 
at~ntion, and a great defire of pleating, can alone 
gi\Oe it; :lntl if is no t~i fle.o It is from old people', 
look ing lIpon thefe things as trifles, or not thinking 

of them :u.all, that fo many young people are '[0 
awkwan..l. and fo ill-hred. Tlu.:i r parents, often 
<:al'defs and ullmindful ~f them . gi\'e them only the 
commun run of cduc:.tion , as fchool, uni\Oerficy, and 

then nan' il ing ; without ('x:unining, and "ery often
without bo.:ing able 10 judge. if they did examine, 
what progTc\s they make in anyone of thefe ftages. 
Then, till"}- can:ldlly comfurt them(i.:h·es. antt fay: 
that their Cons will ,,(l like otber p:::op!e's fons; and 

fa they do. that IS commonly ~Try ilL They cor~ 
. re~q !Hme or rhe childilh nallr tri,,!-s , which they 
gCt'ln fchoo!; nor tht' iliibtr:ll manners which they 
contraCl: at the unin·rfity; nor the rri\'oluus anu fu. 
pcrJicial p('rtn('r~, which is CIlmmo:lly all that they 

acql!irc by their tr3HI~o As they uo not tell them 
of thefe !h ing~. oohody elle elll; io t!tey go on in 
the pra8:ice of them. without e\'er hearing, or 
knowing, that tll('Y :lfr uobecoming. indecent. and 
fuocking. For, as I h:lve oflcn formerl}" obfen-cd 
to you, nobody hur :t f.1lhcr can take the liberty to 

reprove a young fdiuw grow n up. for thofe kind of 
inaccurac ies 3nd improprieties of bchavioul. The 
\P~<t intimate friendfhip, IlnaHifrcd 1>)' the paternal 
tuperiority, will not authoQ7.e ito J may truly fa,. 
therefore, that you are I~py ih ha"ing me for a ~ .. . . ' ~ ' 

cer" friWldly, and qUil~.fighttd monitor. Noth~ 

l'JiU cCcape me: l {ball pry. for'your defeCts, in <0% 
~ 
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to correCt them, :lS curiouny as I /haJJ fcck fUf your 
'pcrfdtions , in ordt'r to appbud and reward thtm ; 
with this difterence on ly, tl,lat I 111:111 publicly men
tion the lattcr. antilll'\'tr hint at the former, but in 

n' Jetter to, Of a 'fit r; rea \\' i l h ) Oil, I \yi II nc,'cr put 

you out (If {'uuntcna!1('(: brfnre t omp:lnY; anti I hope . 

you will m'\'/;r giH: 1]1 '_' rcatun t.l he Ollt of conntc

' lanct' for WJ11, as :mv {lile of the nhon:-mcnt:oncd . - . 
clefu:ls \'.(lIlld n'::ll.: 111(', I'r,r:'" non {liral dt minimis 
was a. m:1."Xim in l!:e i{om:m bw; for GlUfc!> only 

of a c(,ft:till n luc wCTe tricd hy him; but tll(;Te 

wne·inkrlor jnnldi('li i\n~, Ihlt took COr,nl1.an CC of 
the fll 1:\I\;./1. J'\(J\'.' I f1: :JI tr~' ~-()I1, nul nnly as a 

Pra'tor in the p,,,t!clt, I ~l!t :t ~ Ccni(lr in Jefrt'r~ anti 
:lS the low~·(r Ili~, r> i !: r::lt: in , h(· 1c:J(i cdlo.<: . o 

I ba\"\: I!, is 1ll00',c-~t rcn'in'd I\-1r, I-line's letter of 

the Ifl !'\{)\"(,ll1hcr, New Style; by which 1 am , 'ery 
g1a.d to find that he thinks (If mO\'ing towa rds Paris, 
the t:nd uf this month, \\,l1 il·1I looks ;\5 if his It:g were 
better; hc1idc5, in n~y opinion, rOll both of you 

only lore time at Mnotpcllier: he would find b~tlcr 
ndvice, and you better cnmp.~nr , :It P.:!ris. In t he 

mean time, I hope ),011 go into the beft company 
there i~ at 1\1ontpdlier, and there always is forne at 
the Intendam's or the Commandant's. You will 

h{l"\:e hb.d fun time tQ hne lc-:lfned lu tetites {.hlll!fons 

:Latr;rtl4U1dtn-'u, which are exceeding prettY .l:Vlt:j, 
~both words and tunes,' I remember, when I was In 

::,itdre ·parts, . I WIS. furpr!t..ct at the diff~tence which 
5J~nd 'O¢tween 'the pt9ple· c;:m one fide, .... nd (hofo 
~;the other fide of the RhOne .. The PrlJ'fJmtllnllt 

"''', 



\Vere, in genei:!.t, furly, ill-bred, ugly, and fwatthy: 
tb\ LaDguedociens the ,'cry reverfe; a 'chea!fuJ; 
well-bred, haildfome people. Adieu! Yours moit 
affectionately. 

p, S, Upqn reHeelion,' I direCt: this letter to Pa.ris J 

I think you 'muft have left Montpellier before it 

could arrive th cre. 

• 

LET T,E R CCXXXVJ. 

London, Nov. J9t1~ O. S. 1750 • 
• 

l\.ft DEAR FRIf:S D. 

I \V AS \"ery glad to find, by your letter or the 
·u.th. N. S, that you had informed yourfelf fo well 
of the fiate of thc French marine at Toulon, and of 
the commerce at MarfeilIes; they arc obje6l:s that; 

defenre the inquiry and attention of everyman; who 
intends to be concerned in public affairs. TheF\-encb. 
are now wifely attentive to both; their commerce it 
incredibly increafed, witrun thefe laO: thirty yean: 
they have beaten us out of great part of our LeYant 
trade; their Eaft-India trade bas greatly aft'ed:ecl 
ouis. and, in the ' Weft Jodie!, their . ~. 

eflablifhment fupp'ftes, fW?i-onlf Fiance itfelf,.·bU 
t~c go-catdt·put of ·EJI'ope. with fug ... ; ...... 
. our-i~., u Jamaiu, 'Barbadon, and tIM-.,~: 

VOL. III. G """'" 
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ward, have noW no other market for .theirs but Eng ... 
l&nd, New France, or Canada, has alfo gre,tly 
feffentd our fur and {kin ~rade. It is tmc (as you 
fay) that we han: no t,,~aty of commtfce fubfifting 
(t do not fay .. L'ilb Marjcillts, but) with France. 
There .was a tfeaty of commerce made, between 
J'~nglan'd ~nd Fraflce. imm~diatcly afrer the treaty 
of Utrecht; 'but the whule treaty was conditional, 
and to dcprnd upon tile ParIfament's malting certain 
riling5. which were ftipubtcd in two of the articles: 
t'he Parliament, aft;! f a n'ry famous debate. would 
not rio it; [0 the treaty (ell 10 t/w ground: howc,"er, 
the ()"flines of the Ireat)' arc , by mutual and tacit • 
(Oflfent~ JILt general rule~ uf om prefcnt commerce 

with France. It i5 true lon, (hat our cOlnmmlitics, 

,,'hich go to ~3ncc, muft go in our hotTom:;jJlc 
J'rl'nch h;wing imitated, in many refpcCl:s, our fa
mous ACt: of NilTigation, as it is commonly called. 
'Ihis Ad was made in the y t.:;\f 1652, in r!ie Parlia.
nlcnt hc:Jd by Oliver Crnm wcll: it forhi1ls aU foreigrr 
~iI>s to bring into Engl:md any merchandize or 
l'omrilodities ..... harloC\"er., that were flot ·of the growth 
IUld produce of that country to· which thofe fhips 
belonged, under penalty of the forfeiture of fueb 
lbips. This at\: was panicularly levclled at the Dutch,. 
who-were, at that time, the c:mic:rs of almotl all 
fAtrope.: and got iJ::nmenfcly by fRight. Upon. this 
f:rim;ipk:,. of the advantage, arifing ttC!lm freight,. 

~e i.' a. pPO¥i~ol\..in~e ~ aCt,. that e~'en the· 
~,and produce · of oi) own ~olonkSfjn Americilc 
_ .!"'I-be _iOCI r.r.Hu~. to auy oth"," <_try 

. . ia 



jlEunipe. withoutflrll: to'thing in EngJ,lt&; bat' 
thi! c1aufehas lately been repeal~dt in the infraned 
of forne ~riihable commodiiie;, fuch as rice, &l. 
whkh are allowed to ' be catried dired-Iy from our 
American colonies to other countries. The ai\. alfd 
provides, tb~t. two thirds, t think, of thofe who·
na\·jgate the (aid fhips, thall be Bri~i!h fubjeCts"; 
There is an exce])cnt, and little book, written by 
the famau, Monfieur Huet, E"eque d'Avranche~j 

'for It eon"'ltru otJ AmiulS, which is very weU wortq; 
)'our reading. and "cry foon read. It will give you 
a cleaT notion of the rife and progref~ of coml11erce4· 
Th~re are many atlxi books. which take up the 
hifi:ory of commerce where Manfieur u'Avranchet 
leaves it, and bring it down to there.times: I ad"'ife . . .. 
you to read (orne of them with care; 'commerce 
being a very dfcntial part of political knO" ... iedge in 
t:\'try country; but mort particularly in thi., which 
owes all in riches and power to it. 

I comt now to anol her part of your Jetter, which 
i:s the orthography, if I may call bad fpellini w,l» 
grapl:y. You (pen induce, ("duct.:, and grandeur~ 
you fpell grandur .. ; two faults, of which few of my 
houfe-maids would ha~e been guilty. 1 mult tell 
you, tbat orthography, in the trite fenre of tbe word" 
IS "CO abfolute1y necdTary for a ma.,"l of lettert, or. 
geotIeman, that one falfe (pelling may,fis: a ridituk, 
upon him for the reft of hi, lik; an~ I know" & ~. 
of quality, who De~ rec~thc ridicule of bi.vJai 
fpellsd ,..1../_ witi......be w. , '_ 

G. )I ...... 
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Readi-ng with care will [ecdre every body from 
falfe 1pelling; fO.f books are a1ways well fpelled, ac· 
cording to the orthography of the times. Some words 
arc indeed doubtf!..l, being (pelted differently by dif~ 
ferent authoTli of equal authority; but thofe are few; 
4Ild in tbore eaks evcry man has his option, becaufe 
he may plead his authority. either way; but where 
there is but one right way, as in the two worus above
mentioned, it is unpardonable and ridiculous, for a 
Gentleman to mifs it: eyen a woman of a tolerable: . 
education would ddpife and laugh at a lover, wh? 

'lhol1\rl fend her an ill-fpelt billtt-daux. I fear, and 
fufpcCl, that you han taken it into your ll cad, jn 
moO: cafes, that rhe Matter is all, and .the M'J.nncr 
little or nothin~. .J( you have, undeceive yourli.:.lf; 
and be convinced, th:l.t, in ;'\"Ny thing, tJlI;~ Manner 
js full as important as the Matter_ Ii you [peak the 
fenfe ·of an angel, in bad WOlds, and with a tlifagree

·able utterance, nobody will hear you twice. who can 
help it. If you write epiftles as well as Cicero, but 
in a very. bad hand, and \"Cry ill-fpdJed, whoc1'"cr 
receives will Jaugh at themj and if you had the 
fig'4re of Adonis, with an awkwa.nl air amI motions, 
it will i:lifguft, inftead of ple3.fi.ng. Study Manner 
therefore in every thing, jf you would be any· thing. 
My principal inquiries of my friends at Paris, con~ 

~cemiDg you, "Will be rel~ti\'e to your Manner of doing 
·whate\rer you d? I ~ not inquire, whether you. 
~trftand Dc~ofthtne!Xracitus, or the Jus pllbli

.f!IJI J_1"ii. but J 1hal1 inquire, whethlr .,)'our ut
~c is plc.a1irig; your ftyle, not only pure,"but 

. . tIc-gant, 



elegant, yourmannm noble' aha ~y, your"air and 
aJdrefs engaging:; . in (hart, whether you afe a Gen
tleman, a Ulan of fafllion, and fit to·keepgDQd com
pany, or not; for, tiJi I am fad died in thefe particu
lars, you aqd I !nuft by IJO means meet; J cou!cI oot 
paffibly ftand it. It is in your power to become. aU 
this at Paris, if you pleffe. Confult with Lady Her
, 'e), and M :ldaillt M onconfeil upon all thefe matten; 
"nel tILey will fpcak. to you, and advi(c you fttdy. 
T C'1l th ~m, that ~iflgna eampttl;re a"carll, that yoU 
ar(! uttcrly new in theworJd, that you are defiroU! to 
fo rm )"ourtelf; that you beg they will reprove, advift, 
:lnd COtn.:Cl: )"ou; d'at you know that none ca.n do it 
fi) weB; and that you will implicitly follow their di. 

Tcft: ions. This, together with youI.careful obferva .. 
I ion of {he manners of the belt company, will really 
form ),on . 

.'\bbc Guafco, a frieml of mine, will come to YOU t 

as foon as he knows of your arrival in Paris; he is 
\vt:1I received in the beft companies there, :lnd win 
introduce you to them. He will be defirous to do 
)'ou any f('rvice he can, he is a(\:ivC' and ~urioU5, and 
can give you information upon rnoft things. He is 
a 10rt of cmp/(Jiflnl of the Prefident Montefquieu, to 

lWlom you have a letter. 
1 imagine that rhis letter will not wait for you . 

very long at Paris, where J reckon ~'Ot\ will be in about 
~ fortnight. Adieu. 



LET T E R CClp(XVII. 

A Londres, Ie '4 Dec, V. S. ! 7SQ. 
MON CHEa ~MI, 

V ous voila ~ 13 tin Parifi~n, et il £aut !i'adre!fer l 
un Purifien, ... n Fraiu;oi" Vaus voudrez bien aum 
me r~pondre de meme, puifque je ferai bie'n aife de 
voir i quel poiAt vou, poffed~z J'tMgance" Ja deli. 
~ntdrt, ct rorrographe d ... cette langue. qui eft de .. 
venue pour ainfi dire la. Thngue·uni .... erfdle de I'Eu
rope. On m'aff'ure que V_O\lS l:t padc=z fort bien, mai$ 
jI y a bien et !Jim. EJ tel paficr'l pour 1'1 bien parler 
~ors de Paris, qui patferoit lui-mcme pour Gaulois ~ 
Paris. Dans ce pa'is des mQdes, Ie Jan$uage meme a J~ 
fienne, ~t q?i change prerq~·a~fii fOQvent que: celie 
p{"s habits. 

L'afftOI , Ie prlcinlr, It nl6logiqut. )" font trop a1. 
mode d·~jQnrd·hui. C~nnoillez-les, ~marquez-lesl 
et parlei·!es m~rm, ,1 la honne heure, Oli\.is ne yous 
Fit lai1fe~ pas jnft~eq refprit :tuffi a f ... mode, et 
~~~lc:meDt ~ P~ris, c'eft 1 ... mode d'en avoir~ en. 
d6'pit ~r.me c.le MiqelT~ 0 tout Ie monde cQur aprt~ 
lftfptitt .qui par parenthUe ne fe laiffejamais attraper, 

f:e pr6ftrite pa~ Qn a · ~au ~ourir. Mals mal~ 
~r·c~~- Q..Ui CDurent aprk, ils a1t~ 
chQfes qu'ils'PreDnent pur ~e l'efpr~t~ 

. . Cd![ tout,u plus 11._ 
~.bioD~- ~~~ ~e Tlptor ~'i1s ~q:Jpr~tJ · 



au lit:u de la- Dedfe qu'ib pour{ui\,cnt. De C1:tte 
~t\'eur rUultent crs beaux fentimen! qU'on' n'a jamais 
fenti, ces penfees fau(fes que la nlltUre n'. jamais 
produite , et ccs cxpr~ffions entortill(:es et obfcurer., 
que non feultmcnt on lI'cntcnd point, mais qu'on Jlt 

peut pas m~me dcchilfrer ni dcviner. Ceil de tow 
ces ingr~dicns que fon\ compares Ies deux tier" des 
nouvcaux linc3 F r3f1I.iois qui paroifient. Cdt J. 
noun:!!e cuifinc du Parndn, . au l'3.1amb~c travaille 
au lieu du pot ct de la brache, et au ies quintelfent;c.! 
N les c¥tr~its domineut. N. B. Le fd Attique en eti 
hanni. • • 

II , 'ous faudra bien de terns en terns manger de 
('('tl'C nouvelle cui fine, Mais ne "ous y bi~l~ p1U: 

cmr.ampre Ie gout. Et qun.nd you.s \'oudret.· donnee 
a manger iI. "otre tour, etudiez la. bonne \,jeille cuifinc 
du rems de Louis XIV. 11 Y;lvoit alors de, chef~ 
admirahles, commc Corneille, Boileau, Racine, et la 
Fontaine. Tout ce qu'ils appretoient emir fimplc, 
fain, ct fo lit!('. Sans mct3phore, ne \ 'OUS laUl"ez pas 
tblour p31' Ie f.'\ux. brillant, Ie recherche, le9 anti
thCies a la mode; mais 1crnt.-voQS de votre propr.c 
bons fens, et appellez les Anciens 4. \'orre fecours., 
pour vaUi t:R garantir. D'uD autre c6tc, ne v,ous 
I)I'Oquez pas de eeUle, qui s'y font lai(fcs f~du..ire ,; 

vaus tees encor~ "trap jcune pour [:joire Ie. critiq~ _ «
pour vous eriger en ven~ur fth'cre du bon rem ~~ 
Seuiemenr ne ~us laitfez pas pc:rve.rtir I "«'1!F 
{oftgez p!" ;I convertir }ttl aulre~ lAi~t:I ~ 

:.q::;:~~~'f~4::~ ::~ 
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ftkleetd~mj, un bien du baut et du bas, auffi 'bi~n 

que la France m~me. I...e bon gout commenc;a ft'\l
Jement a (c faire jour. fous Ie regnet je ne dis pas de 
LouIs XIII. mais du Cardinal de Richclieu, et Cut 
encore t:purt (ous cc:lui de Lou"is XIV. grand Rai au 
moins, s'jl n'ctair pas grand homme. ec:rneiJle ctait 
Je Teft-aurateur ilu vrai, ct ce foodarcur du Theatre 

FrnnGois; Ie reifcnt:l.Ilt toujours un peu des u;ntttli 
des Italiens, et des Agudc:%t des Efpagnols; tema in 
les epigrammes qu'il fait debitcr it Chimcnc, dam 
tout J'exccs de fa doulcur. 
, Ivbis avant fon tcrns, 1("5 Trouhadeurs et Ies Ro-• 
manciers etoiC'1H autant de fOllS,. qui trou\,oient des 

.fots pour Ies admirer. Vcrs]a fin elll regnc du Car
dinal de Ridlcli tu, ct au t.:ommenccment de cchll de • 
LouYs XIV, nltncl"de Ibmbouillet l~lOit Ie Temple 
du Gout, mais d'un gout PlS encore toul -a-fa.it epurc. 

C'€toit plCnot un laboratoire d'cfprit, ou I'on donnoit 
1 .. torture au bon fens, pour ell tirer une etfcnce fub
tile, Voiture y tral'ailloit, et funit meme it grotTes 
{!,outtc! pour faire de l'efprit, Mais eonn Boileau ct 
Molitre .fixt rcnt Je gOlit du vrai; en tll!pit des $cu

derys, et des Calprcnttles, &c. 11s deconnrent et 
.mirenten fuite les Artamenes, le5 jubas, les Oroon
dates, et tous cis heros de Romans, qui valoi¢Q! 
.powtaot chacun d'oux une arm~e. Ces fous cher
cMreilt , dans Ies bibliotlu~ques \U1 azyle qu'on leur 
,tef'~fa; et its n!c,! tr~uverent que dans quelques ru
"tJM.." Je··.YOUS' conftMle )Qurtant de lire un tome 

:~~ ,et un~e~.~! quai ifv,us eFta 
~. '1i!>Ie .duow"~·'vn· id~ de Ctl extra. 
. '- " Tag-antes , 



... 
ngances; malS Dieu vow.garde d'aller, jufqu'au 
dot.'liem~. 

Le gout refta. pur t:t , "rai pendant prefque toUt l~ 
tl!gne de Lou'is XIV. et jufqu'll ce qu'un tres beau 
gtnic y donna (mais (\05 Ie \'oulo!r) queJque atteime. 
C'cwir Mon1ieur de FoIltcneile, qui avec tout J'efprit 
OU mande, ct un grand. f'1'lvoir, facrifioit peut-etrc 
un peu trop aux Graces, dum il eloit Ie nouriifon, 
t' t rclc\'c 6\'or;, Admir~ ave:: Tairan, on \'oulut 
l'imiter, mais malheureulc:m~ot pour Ie fi t~ c1e, I'au
rem dt's Pafl:orales, de l'lJ itt.oi rc des Orades, et du 
thlatrc Franliois, trouva mains d'imit:ltCUfs, ~ue l~ 
Che~'ali"r d'[-Jet ne tA"ouva de finges. Contrefa&&: de
puis\ p:lf mille auteurs, il n'a pas ~tc imiti, que. je 
1~acl~c. par un fcui. 

11 fheure qu'il en, l'empire du- vrai gout ne me 
p:uoit P3.S trop hien ::dfc rmi en France; jJ fub61le.l 
Ja Ycritt:) mais il eft <.h;l:hir~ par des parli~; il}' a lc 
pani des petits m:llrrcs, cdui des caiHett<.'s, ccluidet 
fades auteurs tlont Its ou\'rages font wrbo (I 1)O&U, 

II pra:/uta nibil, ct entin un parti nombreux et fort 
iI 13. mode, u'auteurs qui dibitc'l.t dans un ga!i. 
matias m.~taphylique leurs faux raffinemen5, fur lei 
rnouvcrncns et lcs fentimens de (amt, du .((J!ur, ~I d~ . 

fe/twit, 
Ne \'OU! en laiffez p~ impofcr par la mode; n'i par , 

des' diques que VOliS pourrez. frt;qucnter ; mais a1'faicz~ 

. coutes ces diflC'rentes ef¢ces, avant que de Ie, re~ 
voir en pa'ic:ment au coin ,;/1 ~ ,(eDI-ct de la. r&i{oo.:,'~ 
et ~o'~Z;4'ten per[uade Que, .rim n'tjJ prall ~.JU!l:/4. .. " 
Tout brillan!. q.i. no rCfult, pas d. J. MWittet~.li.i 

. j~"" 
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jufreffe d~ la penfl:e, n'dl: qu'un faux hrillant. I.e 
mot Italicn fur Ie diamanr eft bi en " rai a eet egofrd , 
fWJN" pi" jiuit'ZZa, tallio pHI fpltlrdore. 

Tout ceci n'('mpeche pas que \,ous De de\'iez \"OU5 
conformer cXfcricuremcnt nux modes ct aux tons des 
difi"eren tes compagnics uu \"OllS " ?lIS Ir01;"erc7 ... Par
lez cpigrammcs a',cc Ics rwti1s mallres , fent imt:ns 

f aux avec l..:s cai lka\.·s, ct gllimati:cs at'CC Ics bClUX 
efprits J)ar I3tat. A Iii. bonne heme; .it \'rJHe ag..:, ce 

n'cft pa3 a " OIlS.it donner Ie Ion it b compagnie, OllIS 
au con traire .it Ie prendre. Ex:unincz bien pourtanr, 

tet pelc" tout ccla co \,(lu s-!\Jt'It1~. liit1ingllcz bien 1e • 
faux, liu n ai, ct nc pr(.:ocz p::s cc dinqua!it du T aile 

Fur r or de Virgilt:. 
Vous t roU\'crc:z cn Illeille tcm~ a P:lrj, . des ':Illtcurs, . . 

tt des cornpagnies t H~S (illiclti. \ 'ous 11't'ntcndrcz 

point des fadaif','s, d u pr~c i t:ux, du guind~, c hez 
Madame de M onconli:il , ni nux hl)tels de l\Iat ignon 

et de Coigny, Oll dIe \'ous prclcnte ra I Ie PreJidt:l1t 
M ontefquieu ne "OllS parlera pas poimes. Son line 

de l'E fprit des u lix, ccrit en langue \'ulgaire, YOUS 
~airaJ' et YOUS jllfi:rui ra cgJ.kmcnt, 

,Frcquemu Ie theatre quand on y jouera les pieces 
pc ComeilJe, de Racine, et de M oliere, OU it n 'y a 

que du naturel et du nai. Je ne prctemh pas pat:-lii 

;kIoo.!:r l'exc1"fioa ~ plufieurs pic,es modernes qUI 
IQnt admirabks; et en demicr !:eu etnie, piece 
FIeine ' de fentimeos, mais de feptUnens . vrais, na- , 

~ 'ct daRl-"lefq~ ~ fe rcconnoit, Voulez .. 

~'~re ,Ies ta.ra8:titel"du jour, li(t~ ~v .. 
~ <Iii ~bili9n ~ fib,- " q. M<l!ivaux. I.e pre-
I,j' ... " • 

tn1c:r 



mkr.eft un peintre. excel~ent; Ie - i:~olld ·a.~ucouP 
~tadi~, et commit bien Ie C<EUf. peiltetre meme un 
peu trop. us Egaremcns du C~ur et de l'Efprit 
par Crebillion cft lin l ine ex.cellent daos ce gc-nre; 
Ie., carach:res r font bien marques; il vous amufe~ 
infinimcnt. ·ct nc \ 'OUS fiolra pas inutile. L"J-Jiftoire 
J apo noi'e de Tanzii, Itt de Neadarn~, du meme 
;lIltCur, eft une aimable extravagance, et parfemtie 
tic n.:tlcxjlllls trt":s juilr-s ; cnlln, '\'ous ·trom'etez 

bien ;) Paris de {}lwi YOUS formcr un gout fur 
ct jtlfle, · pour\"Cl que \"ous ne prenicz pas It 
,:hang{'. • 

Comme je vous l!ifTc fur votre bonne {oi a P:lria, 
{."\n s~rur\"Cillan t , jc me flatte q\le YOUS n'abuferez PII 
de, m.d con fiance. J~ nc dcmande p.! que \'OUS fo"iez 

Capucin; hien au contraire, je \'OU5 recommande les 
plaifirs, mol;s j'(:xigc que ce foient les plaifirs d'Wl 
honnet{' homme. C('$ p\aili r ~ . hi donnent dtl hrillant 
au ca.r3a~rc d'un jcune hommc; mais Ia dcbauche 
8vilir (t degrade. J'aurai des rchtions rr~s vra'jes 

et ell-billees de \'Otre conduit!', er (don CCS TI!lation! 

)C fcrai plus, ou mains, ou point ode ' tout, a vou .. 
Adieu! 

P. S. Ecri\'ez-moi fans faute unc Cois la (ema.i~ 
et reponde"l. a cellc·ci en FranqJi5. Fau1ilez.-voos 
rant que VOU$ Ie pourr~ chez Ie. miniftres etrangers. 
C eft !o"i-.ger en differens endroits .fanl changer d~ 
place. P~rln haileR .. to ... .(1~1taliens, et Allemand 
1\ ~us let Allemands qt¥ VOllS trauverez,pour tn!~ 
tenira. ~ ~DgUC3 
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Je \-'at\! fouluife, moo cher, autlllt de nou,"elltl 
Annees que vol.lS meriterez, et p:u unc de plus, Mai! 

_puiffiez.\·ous en mcriter un grand nombre ! 

-
TRA ~S l.A Tr ON, 

London, D ecember z4th, 1750. 

My D E AR FRIE!in, 

·AT, length you are become :\ P:Hifian, :md confe
.quentl y mllft be :u.ltlrCJli:~ in ]tn 'nel l ; rou will alfo 
an[wer me in the f.1.!Uc JangllagC' , that I may he able 
to judge of tI~c degree in which y Oll pofl l.: !"j .the 
elegancy, the delicacy. :lnd tile orthography of that 
langu:lgc, whic h is , in a m .1 1111("r, become the uni . 
,,'crfal,one of Europe, I am allured that you fpeak. 
.it well ; hut in that well then: ar c gradat ions, He, 
who in the prov inces mighf he reckoned to Ij)Cak. 
corrcll-ly, ' would at P:l.ris be lookc.-d lipan as an an· 
ti..:nt Gaul. In ~h3.t CDtlOtry of mode, eHn language 
i ~ fubfcn ' ient to f'lfllion, which l anes almoft as of len 
as their clothes. 

T he offit1.ed, the rtfitltd, the neDlogiul/, or 1fI'llNlfId 

ftljhio.llble fi)'l( J art: at prefcnt too much in vogue at 
.Pari s. Know, obfenre, and occafionally conv~rfe 
(if you pLcafe) acco~ng to thefe diffClrent ft yles; hut . 
.do DOt let your taftc-bc 'fhfeded by ,·hem. \\"'it too 

',·,here fubfervient ·to f~on; and attJlaJ.ly,r at 
,fuisJ one m~ have wit, e,'ell in difpite of Minerya.. 
. E,-ery 



Ev~ry body runs :lft~r:, itr alth~ugb, if i~ does not 
come naturally, and of itfelf, it,can neu:r be O\·~~ 
taken. But, tmfortu~t~ly for thok who purfuc, 
tlley feiz~ upon what th~y take for wit, and ~nde:t. 
vour to pars it for fuch upon OtJ1Crs. This is, at beft, 
the lot of fxion, who emhraced a cloud infi"ead of 
the Goddefs he purfrtt:.I. Fine f~nt imenH, wittcb 
nen'r cxilt('d , fall~ and unnatural thoughts, obfcure 
and far-fought c:xprcffions, not only unintell igible, 
but \\"!tid~ it i ~ even impoiliblc to decfphcr, or fu 

guds at , aTe all thl' con(;:qnrnce; of this error i and 
two th irds of t h~ new French hooks which no~ ap4 
pcar arc m;ulc up !tIf thofe ingredients. It is the 
nCIM.cookery of Parnafius, in which the ftill is em
plf?yed inficad of the pot and the/pit, and where 
quinidTcnccs and extracts are chietl"y ufcd. N. B. 
T ho.:: Attic fait is profcribed. 

Y {Ill will now and then be obliged to ('at pf this 
new cookery, hut du not (utl~r your t:tfre to be cor~ 
fupted by it. J\ml when YUll, in your turn, arc dc~ 
firous of treating others, take the good 0\\1 cookery 
of Lewis the fourteenth's reign for }'Dur rule. There 
were at that time admimh1e head cooks, fuch O\S 

Corncille, Boikau, Racine, and I.a.Fonr:tinc. \Vh3t
ever they prcparl't.l was :fimple, wholeiutne, and 
lolid.--But. laying afide all metaphors, do nOt 

fuffer yourfelf to be (lazzled by (a1fe brilliancy, by 
.unnatural expi-cilions, nor by thofe antithefd . fo 
much in fathion; as a protl8:.ien againft fuch~. 
va,ioll3, Jil.\"e recour(c '" your own good fenf~c1' 
to !he a.ruicnt authors. On the other h3nd~ d6·~_ 

b~'" 



· . 
J:mgh at thore who give into:fuch errors; you are d 
yet tbo young to aCl: the critic, .~r to ftanci lonh a. 
fe:vere 3.\'enger. of the viobted rights' ot good fenfe. 
Content yourfclf "'ilh not being pert't"rted, hut do 

not think of com'crting others; Jet them quietly 
enjo}" t'heir errors in Tail-e, as well as ~n Religi~m. 
W1thin the courft: of the Idt century and an half, 

taftc in France has (as ,,",'ell as·th:tt kingdom i!fdf) 
untlergonc many vicifiitudes. Under the reign of 
(1 do not fay) Lewis the thirteenth, but of Cardinal 

de Richclieu, good fafte firfi hq.~3n tn mnkc its way. 
1t Wai refinctl undel' that of I.cwis the fourteenth; a. 
great king at i('aft, if not a great-lllan. Corm-ilk was 
the reftbrcr of ewe t3fte, and the foumler o£.qthe 
Frenrh theatre; althoug,h ruher indined to the 

Italian uinulli;' and the Spanifh Agud.-u. "r ~fncfs 
t.hofe epigrams which lIe makes Ch illlcne utter in the 

greateft excefs of grief. 
Bt:f(1re his time, that kind of iriilCrJnt authors 

caUed crroubl/d~rs or Roma,,{i~rs was a fpecies of 

madmen. ",ho . attratlcd the admiration of fools. 
TOwards the end of Cardinal de Richclieu's reign, 
and the beginning of u:wis til(: fourteenth's, the 

Temple of T.1fte was db.bliihcd at rhe holr! of 
Ramboui!1ct i but that taRe was not judicioufly re
,ned: tbis Temple of "afte might more: pwperly , 

11:1\'C 'been narried, a Laboratory of 'Vii, where 

...... ~cnfe was p~t to the tonure. in orde: to extr.a: . 
"It the moft [ubtne ~ence. There It was~ that 
.... Ja.~~ hard and intdlantly, to "c~~te wit. 
~iith Boil,". and Moliere nxcd the Ilandara of 

true 



true tafle. tn fpite of the &Udery9, tlte Calp* 
nedes f!j:. they defeared and put to flight ;(rlamcna. . , . 
Juba , OroonOales, and all thofe heroes of Romance 
who were norwirhfrandirrg (each of them) 3S good a9 

a whole army. Thore madmen then cndca\"oured to 
obtain all 3Cylllm in libraries : this tIl ey could not 

accomplilb, but were imder..a neceffity of taking 
lhelter in the chambcr~ of fome few ladies. I would 
have you rc:ttl one , : ()\UlHC of Clcopatr.l, an!1 one of 

> Clclia; it will ofltt"rlVilC be illlpollihle for you to 
form any idl:a of the \');tr:\\"ag~llcics they contain: 
bm God keep you from n "cr pcrfc I'cring: to tile. 

twelfth. 
Quring :lJOlO(t the whole reign of Lewis the four~ 

tecnth , true taHe remained in iu purit)" until it re

celH-d fame Jltlrt , though uIlJdi~edlr. from a. 
,"cry finc genius, I mC:lll Monfieur de Fontenet1e. 
who, wilh tlicgr(·~ttetl (cnfc, and moftfulid learn ing, 

fae-rifie-cd rather too much to the Graces, whofe moll: 
{.vouritc child and pupil he was. Aclmir\.-d with 
rC.1.fon. others rri.:d to imitate him: but, unfor
tunateh" fur U~. the author of the P.:tfior.th. Or 
the Hiftory of Orade" and the FCtllCh Theatre, 
found fewer imitator:), than the Olc\'alier l'Her did 
mImiCS. He 1I3s fince been ta~cn off by a thoufand 
authors: but ncV"cr really imit:ltcd by anyone that I 
knowof. 

"At this time, tlil! feat of true ra1le in France teem. 
'to me not WI!H eflabliQtedf It-ain., but tom by 
fad.ion'l. a'hcrt" is one ~rty o( !dill ",.:lrt$" ~~" 
.. 1aaJ.i-~tne<l wQtl'len, ~er" of infipid ,lUmon, .. ~ 
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'.bofe works are "lJtr~a il lIDttl tI !,ultrfa "ibil; and 
in {bart, a numerous and very falhionable part)' of 
writers, who, in a mctaphyfica1 jumble, introduce 
their falfe and fubt ile reafonings, upon the mGve

mcnt5~ and the fentimtnts of J/.>( f oul, Ih( henrI, and 
Ib( mind • 

. Do not let yourfd f b'e o\'crpowered by fafll ion , nor ' . . by particular fc ls of peopk·, with whom you may be 
cOll netled ; but tr}' all the d ifft'rcnt coins, bd urc 
you rccc iyc any in paym::nt. Let your own r.0od . 
(cnfc am! reafon judge of the Y:ll\lc of e:lch; and be 

.,perfuadcd, tltat nOf hi ng (OJ1 /;, . /Jemlli (1I1 unkfi I r llt, 

"rh~':\lcr brilli l ncy is nut the n:fult or the fol idity 
• and jufillcfs of l thought, is hut :I falle gl:trc. }'he 

Italian faying upon a d i;,ll1ond is cqll.1.lI y .iuft with 
regard to th~hts, Q..u(lato r iIi jO,/Czztl, {anf o ·piu 
fpltllf/ort . 

All thi s ought not to hindcr you from conforming 
externaliy to the modes and tones of the di ffe ren t 
companies in which YOLl may ch:tnce to be. \V ilh 
the petit! ntc~re! fpeak tpig r.J.ms j LLl fe fentimcnts, 
with fri,'01ous women; and a mixture of all thefc to
gethc:r, with profeffed btaux ifprits. I would ha\'e 
you do fo; for, at your age, you ought not to aim. 
at changing the tone of the company. but confoml 
to it. Examine weli, howevtr ; weigh all maturely 
within yourfdf; and do not mift"ake the tinfd of 
Tafibt for the gold of Virgil. 

' You. will find at Patis good authors, and circles . . . 
diiHnguifhed by the folidity of their reafooing. You 

· .nu.e~<r hear lriji"" .-fftb,d, and far-fo~ght"'on
verfation., 
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"erfations, at Madame de Monconfei!'s, nor at 
the hOllis of Matign,on and Coigni, where the 

will~ntroduce YOu" Tht Prefidtnt Montefquieu 
will not {peak to rou in the epi,ramlIl4cic fiyle. 
His hook, • the Spirit of the Laws, written in 
tht vulgar tongue, will equall~' pltafe and inftruc9:. 
you. 

Frequent the :hcatre, ..... benc=yer Cornc=iI1e, Racine, 
:lnd Moliere's pic=ces arc played, Thc=y are according 
'to nature and to truth. I do not !l1c;tn br this to " 
gi \'c an exclufion to f('\'eral admirable modern plays, 
particularly eenie -, replete with fentiments th:\l" are 
true, natural, and ap~licablc to onc='s {elf. If YOll 

choote to know the characters of people now in fa
lbion" read Cn!biJion the younger:lilp. Marj\"aux', 
worb, The (ormtr is a molt excellent painter; the 
latter has fiudied. and knows the hum;!.n heart, per-" 
haps too well. Crcbillon's E gtl,.("!1t("fU JII CfZUT It tI~ 

r EJprit is an cxccllc=nt work in its kind; it will be Dr 
infinite amufcmtnt to you. and not totally ufder •• 
The Japanefe hifiory of Tanza·j and Ntadamt, by 
the fame author, is an amiable extrnagancy, inte~

fperfed with the matt juft rdledions. In lbort, pro.,:, 
vidcd you do not miftake' the objeCts of your alten ... 
tion, you will find matter at Pari, to form a good . 
2lld true tafte. 

As I {ball let you remain at Pari, without aDy 
perfon to dirtCt your conduq.. I .flatter myfelf that 
you will not.make a bad. ufe of tSe confidtn~ I ~" 

I:aUbted iD Easlilh by ¥r~fr.nd •• in 3p"YeaUed~ 

V 0 LollI. . H """ 
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poCe in you. I do not require that you fhould lead 
the life of a Capuchin friar; quite the contrary: I 
recommcnd plcafures to you; but I ex pe8. thay..,ilcy 
fhall be the plcafurcs of a Gentleman. Tho(e add 
brilliancy to a young man's ch:l.faCter c but debau. 
chery vilifie.5 and dq;radcs it, I {hall 113\'C very true 
amI cuB accollnts of your' conduct; and according 
to the informations J rece iyc, fhall be more, Of lefs, 
or not at all your s, J\di etl. 

P. S. Do not omit \.nit ;ng to me once a week; and 
I~t Jleur :l~fwcr to t1lt ~ letter hc in French. Conned 
yourfclf 015 much as panilllc \fith the foreign Millif· 
ten; which is prop{' riy tra\'elling into diff'crcnt 

countries, w~tJ\Out going from one place . ,Spt~:J k 
Italian to all the Italians, and German to all 'the 
Germans you meet, ill order not to forget thofe two 
bngllage~. 

I wiib you, my dear friend, as many happy new 
years:l.i you dell'rH , and not one more.-M'ay you 
dtfervc a great number! 

• 

LET T E R CCXXXVIIf. 

London, Jan. 3d, O. S. 1751. 

,. ,My IlK.A.a, FlllIfND:~ 
~ , .' - ' , 

By' your letter of tHe 5th, N. S. I nnn'that your 
i/i6ta ., Patis bas been a good one : you an: cntUcd ... , 

into 
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into good company, and I dare fay you will not fi~i 
into bad. Frequent Ihe houfes ",,!Jere you h3,\'e been 
olK( im'itcd, and ha-re none of that fhrJlcfs which 
make~moft of your countrymen firangen . where 
rhey might be intim:uc and domefiic jf they plea fed • • 
\Vhererer rou han .. a genera] invitation to Cup when 

you ple~(ct profit of it with decency, and JO every 

now and then. Lord Albem:ulc will. I am fure, be 
extremely kind to you; but hi~ houle is only a din
'net houle; and, as J am informed . frequented by 
no French people. Should he happw to employ you 

in his burc:lu, which 1 much doubt, you muft v'rite 

a better hand than ytlUr common one. or you will 
get no g rc;].t credit for your manufcript~; for your 

hand is at prefent an illiberal onc. it is neither a. . . 
hand of bufinefs, nor of a Gentleman; but the hand 

of a fchool-hoy writing his exercife, which he hopes 

will ne\'('r be read. 
Madame de Monconfcil gives me a favourable ac

count of you; and I'u do Marquis de Matignon, and 
Madame <Ill Goc('age; they all fay that you ddire to 
plcafe) and confequently promife met that you ynlh 
and they judge right; for whoever feally defires to 
plcafe, and has (as you now have) the means of 
learning how, certainly will pleafe: and that is the 
great poirit of life; it makes all lither things eafy. 
Whenever you are with M adam de Monconfeil, 

Mad'ame du Boccage, or ot!ler wort).cn of falbion, 

with whom_ } 'OU are tolerably ~, fay ~ an4 
~ • . natIIl'IIIy, 
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naturally, • Jt n'm /'Dint lufogt dutI4Ue,ly fuiI en"" 
bitn ntu!; jt {ouhaiUrois ardemmmt tk plaire, mail je 
1M /fail gutftl commttlt my prmdre. Aitz 10 bonll , 
MMiaml, b mt fain porI de 'Volre furet d~re 
J /oul I.e mowle. 7"m pm; mt fDrtune, tI il VOllI 

nJ rt}ltro pourlsnl /IJujIJurs, plUJ qu'iJ ne VOUI en 
faut. When, in conrequence of this requeft, they 
fhall tell of you (If any liltle error, awkward nefs. or im
propriety. you 1houltl not only feel, bllt exprefs the 
warmeft acknowledgment. Though nature fuould 
f\llfer , and fh(' will at firft heari ng them, tell them, 

+ !tUt III "#ilI1C la pfus/f!'V(l't, tfl J 'Volre Egara /11 

preuve la plus mar'luE,; dc Itur. amilii. Madame tlu 

Bocctlge tells me , p:lrticuhrly, to inform YOUt 

.t ri!.!/il mt fera t(Jujollrs plai/ir el hDntltur de me 'Venir 

wir: il tjI 'lIta; ,,:/ Ii jon age Ie plaifir de lllttftr t:Jl 
froid; film j e lacbtrai de lui Illire lonnoiffonu awe des 
jilinil glnl, &c. M ake ufe of thi s invitation, and as 
you live il l :\ manner next door to her, fiep in and 
(Jut there frequently. Monfieur du Boccage will go 

11 0' 1 know I;ttl~ of the world. I am qllitc :I novice in it ; lind. 
0' nltbollgh \wy dr.lirou~ of pic:lfiug. I am at a lo(s for the 
,. Incp,u~, Ik fo good. l\hd:UII, to let me into your (eeret of 
<,< ple3Mng tH'ry body. I ilu\n owe my fueeefs to it ; and you 
u will alway!; ha\,C more than (nU. to your Ihare.'· 

't .. That you will look upon the moil fc\"Ue criticifms as the 
Of gt"Cnell proof of their friCDdfhip." 

, t, ,'; J iliaU :always receive tbe honour of his .-iIIt. with plea .. 
•• film : i.t i~ true., that.t bit age the p!eafures of con.-er[ation 
.. ate ~; but 1 wiJlaw.t'OW' to bring him acquainted :wi.r.b 
:,~0GIl' people. Icc." 

with 
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with you, he tells me, with great pleafu~, to the 
Plays, and point out to you whatever deCem'!,.; your 
JQl.owing there. This is wonh your acceptnnce too, 
he 'h~ a vcry good tafte. I h;l\'e not yet h~ard from 
Lady Hervey upon your fubjcCt ; bur, as ),ou inform 
me that you 'have llrcady fupped with her once, I 
look upon you .:zs adopted by her: confult her in nil 
your little matters; tell he: any difficulties that may 
occur to you; afk her what you JllOuld do or fay, in 

. fueh or fueh o.fcs: {he ha~ I':!jilgt du mondr ttl 1'''
ft:{/;on, and will help you to :lcquire 'it, l\1ad:mlcdc 
llerkenrode rjl paitrit· de graw; and your quo\ation· 
is \'cry applicahle to J\<:r. You may be there, I d::m' 
fay, as often :lS YOll plcaJe, and I would ad,·jfc you 
to (up there OllCe a week. 

• • 
Ydu fay, yery Juftly, that.:ls Mr. 'hnc is lea-ring 

you, you lhall W:lOf atkin' more than el'cr: you 
Ihallnc\'('r want mine: and as you have already had 
fo mudl uf it, I mull:. r;}thtr rl'pt;lt ,han add to 

what l hl\'{' already gin'n you: but that I will do, 

and add to it occalionally, as circumfbnc/:'$ may re
quire. At Indent, ) 111:1.11 only remind you of your 
two o:r~at obj('Cts, whidL you 010ul<1 always attend 
to: thl:)' art: P;l.riiaml.:nt, and Fureign affairs .• With 
regard to the for Iller , you can do nothing, while 
abroad, but attend carc-fully to the purity, correft
nefs. and elegancy of your dif.tion; the deamer, 
:md grac~fulnefs of your utterance, ~n whatever lan
guage you fpeak. As for the ~liamc:ntary know
ledge, I ..... in take care o~hat, when you com~ horne. 
Wit~ regard [0 foreign affairs, every thing you do 

I·j 3 abroad 



abroad may and ought to tend that way. Your 
reading fhould be chiefly hiftorical ; I do not mean 
of remot~t dark, and flbulous hillary, fr illlef:.,.¢' 
jimcrat k nat mal hiftory of foffils, minerals, ~tJ;, 
0"&. but J me:!n the ufeful, pol itical, and conftiru
tional hiftury of Europe, for thefe laft· three cen
turies and an half. The other thi ng neceffary for 
your foreign objeCt, and not lefs ntcelTary than either 

antient or modern knowledge. is a great knowledge 
of the world, manners, politcnefs, addrels, and Ie 
ton de la blmnt umplgllit. ]n th:u ,"iew, keeping a 

.great deal of good l:omp:my is the principal poillt to 
which you arc now to atrent!. )1 fc!.!ms ridiculous to 

tell you, but it is moft certainly true, that your 
dancing-maile r is at thi s time the man in all Europe 
nf the greatdf<lmportance to you. You muO: l'Ia~ce 
well, in order to fit, lbnd, and walk well; ann you 
mut\ do all theft': weI! , in order to plcare. \\That 
with your exerc ifes, fome rcading. ami a great deal 

of company, your day is, I confefs, extrtmtJy taken 
up. bur the day, if well employed, is long enough 

for every thing •. and I am fure YUli will nor flattt"rn 
away onl'! moment of it in in:u9:itln. At your age 
people have ttrong and aCtive fpirits, alac rity and 
vi'ftcity in all they do; aTe ;mpigri, indefatigable, 

and quick. The difference is, that a young fellow 
of parts exens a1l thofe happy difpofitions in the pur-~ 
(uit of propr:r.obje8s; cndea\'ours to excel in the fo-
li~, and in the fbo~lh)larts of life; whereas a filly' 
.~PY' ,~r .. dull logue, t~rows away 3e ~is youth 

'~!piritl upon trifies, when he is feriow, or upon 
dif. 
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difgtaceful vic~ while he aims at pleafures. Thi;, 
I am fure, will not be your cafe; your good fenCe 
and you r good conduCt hitherto are your guarantees 

-;;ti. me for the futu~. Continue oaly at Paris, :l.1 

you hate begun, and rour flay there will make you, 
what I have.always wifhed you to be, as near ptr
feaion as our nature perm~ s . 

Ad ieu, my <lear; rl:member to write to me once 3. 

we( k, not as to ~. btller, but without refen"c, as to 3. 

.friend. 

. .. c ' . . !!l 

LET T E R CCXXXjX. 

London, J3n. 14th, O. S. 175t. 

I\1Y DRAft FJl.1E N J), 

A ~1 0 N G the nl3ny good things Mr. Harte has 
told me of you, two in particular g:tvC me grl:at 
p1t:afure. The firft, that you are eXceeding careful 
and jealous of the dignit)" of your character; that is 
the fure and foli d foundation upon which y{lU mufl:: 
bOlh ftand and rile. A man's moral ch:l.raC\er is a 
more delicate th ing, than a wom:w.·s reputation of 
chaftity. A flip or tWO may poffibly be forgiven her, 
ilnd her charatl:er may be obrijied · by fubfequcnt. 
and contin~d good conduct: ltut a rqan', mor.al. 
ctw.t\.er'on.ce tainted is'rrcparably deftroyed. The: 

H 4 {«and 
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fecond was, that you had acquired a maft carred; 
and extcnfi,"c knowledge of foreign affairs, ' ruch as 
the hifior)" U1C treaties, aJIId the forms of gove~ 
ment of the fevera) countries of Europe. TIJ,i.s1ort 
ofknowledge, little attended to here, will m(ke you 
not only ufeful, but ncceUary, in yourofuture ddti
nation, and carry you Hry fa r. He added, that 
you wanted from hence fome books rel:ui\·c to OUf 

laws and confiilUtion, our cqlonics, and our com
met(:e; of which you know leis than of thole of any . 
other paft of Enropc:'. I will fend yOll what !hort 
books I can find of that fon, to !;in; you a general 
ilUtien of thofe things; bllt you cannot have time to 
go into their depth!. at prclcm,' you cannot now l'n
gage with new folios j you and I will rdcr the (00-

jl: itutiQnal p:ut'\Jf thi s COll ntry to our. meeting. here, 
when we will cllt(!r fcriollfly into it, and read the: nc
cdfary books toget her. In the mean time. goon in 
tbe courfe you an: in , of fore ign mattns; converfe 
with Minifiers and others of c\"Cry country; watch 
the trn.nfallions of c\"Cry Coun, and cndt::H"uur to 
trace them lip to their Jome<>. Th i ~ , with rOllr 
phyfics, your geometry, amI your o:ercirc~ , will be 
aU that you can poffibly ha,'c time fur at Paris; for 
you muft allow a great deal for company and plea
fures .: it is they that muit gi\·e you thofe manners, 
thataddrefs, that lourmtrt of the bCQlllIJondt , which 
will qua-lify you for your future deilination. You 
muft fuft pleafe, ic .rder to get the confidence. 
ADd coafequently ~be fecrets, of the .courts and 
Mm,iften for whom and win} whom you oe'gotiate. 

I will 



I Will fend you, by the firl! opportunity, • /hort 
book written by Lord Bolingbroke, under the name 

. Df Sir John Oldcaftle, contlining remarks upon !he 
Hiftl)ryof England; which will give you a clear ge
neral Ilotion of our confiirution, and which will {enre 
you at the" fame time (like all Lord Bolingbroke's 
works) for A model of eloquence and ftyle. ] will alfo 
fend you Sir Jofiah Childe's little book upon trade, 
which may properly be called, the Commercial 
Grammar. He b)'5 do, .... n the trLI": principles 'of com
merce, and his condufions from them :trc generally 

"'cry jufl. 
Since you (Urn ~'t?ur thougks a Jittle towar<fs trader 

and commerce, which I am H'ry gInn you do, J will 
recommend :l French book to you, that you will 
e:ifi ly get at Paris, and which I ta~~ to be the heft 
book in the world of dut kind; J me:ln, the ~i(
I;rmnairt dc Commerce de Savary. in three volumes in 
folio; whcre you will find e,·cry thing: that relates to 
trade, commt:rce, [pecie, exch;tngc, &c. moll-clearly 
ftated; and not only relative to France, but ro the 
whole world. You will caftly fuppofe, that J do not 
advife you to read fuch a book t flU"'( dt juil(; but I 
only mean that you thouJd have it at hand to have 
recourft to occafionaUY. 

With this great ftock of both ufcful and ornamen~ 
tal-kl\owIedge, which you have already acquired, and 
which, by your application and indufrry, . you are 
daily increafing, you will 14y (pch "a folid foundation 
of future 4igure and fortune, rK\t, if you compl~ it 
brill ~e accomp1itb~ents of manners, graces. lice. 

I know 
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I.know nothing Wllich you may not aim at, anti, in 
time, -hope for. Your great point at prefent at Paris, 

to which all other confiderations mull give way, is to 

become intirely a man of fafhion: to be well-bred 

without ceremony, cary without n(·g ligence, 4fteady 

and intrepid wirh modefry, genteel withGut ;"l i'ccta

bon, infinuating without meanncL, chearful without 

being noify, frank without ind ifcrction , =:~d fcc ret 
without ffiyftcrioufncfs ; to know the proper t ime and 

place fa. whatever y(;t.I f:ly or do, ilnd to do it with an 

air of condition: all thi s is not fo foon nor fo calily 

learned as people imagi ne, but requi r~' s o\Jfcrv:ltion 
and time. The world IS all immcn/c folio, which dc

mailds a great dcal (If time and attcntion 10 be rcad 

and underfiood as it ought to be; yo~ ha\"c not yet 
read aboye four..ar five pages of it: and you willIJ:l\'e 

but barely time to dip now and then in other Ids im

porta.nt books. 
Llrd Albemarle has (1 know) wrote to a friend of 

hi, here, that you do not frequent him fo mudl as he 

expected and delired ; that he fcars fomcbOlly or other 
has gi,'en you wrong imprcffions of him; and that ( 

ffi:"y po$bly think, from your being fcldom at his 

haufe, that he has been wantir.g in his attentions to 
you. I told the perfon who told me [his, that, on 
the contrary, you feemed, by your leners to me, to 
be extremely pleafed with Lord Albemarle's beha

viour to you; but that you were obliged to give up 
dining ,;;abroad during )'Our courfe of experimental 
~oPl>1. I gueM~ the true , .. fOD, which I bo-

" liwe 
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lieveWa.s', that, as no Fr~nch people frequent hit 
houfe, you rather chofe to dine at other places; 
,,·here you were Jikdy to meet with hetter . company 
than your coun"f~·m{'o.: nnd ~'OIJ were in the rigbtol 

it. Howe""f, I wCluid have you 1how no {hynefs to 
Lord l \lk~arJ ~ , lJlll i;o to him. and dine with him 
oft('n('r than 11 may he YOII wOllld wilh; for the fake 
of h; ~ \'l ng him /ilcak well uf you bere when he re~ 

f'! lm. He is :1 g.ood dcal in faO lion here, and hi • 
. / " .,:: .. , y~lU (to \1(.; I'm :\.wkw:ud cxpreaion),. before 

~ \_" I ,-elmn hert' , will be (If great u te to rou after
w:'!rd" P('I 'I Ie in ~~t:n(' ral take charaCters, as they 
UO '1,,; fj d , il~gs, llp~n trull, rmher tha.n bt: :It the 
trol:';\,; (It C~.~l1i;l,ing: ;': l' ll1 t\wl\\fdn's; and the de
cifious of t<lur or ti ,e fal Lion:lhk peaplt>, in every 

ptac(' , arc tinal; more p.articuiarJ1 with regard to 

character, which all can hear, and but few judge of. 
1)0 not mmtion the leaft of (hi!> 10 :my mortal. :uld 
take care that Lord Albe m:trle do nut fufped. that 
you know any thing: of the matter. 

Lord Huntingdon ami Lon} Stormont are, I hear, 

arri,'ccf at P:uis ; ruu h:lYc, doubtlcfs, fcen them. 
Lord Stormont is. well fpaken of here; howc~·er. in 

your connexions) if you form any wirh them, iliow 
rather a preference to Lord Huntingdon~ for rcafon. 

which YOll will eafily guefs. 
Mi. Harte goes this week to Cornwall. to take 

poffeffion of his living; he ha.~ been inftalled.. at 
Windfor: he will return htths.r in about a month lt 

when yc;uf literary correfpondeice witb him will bt.. 
reguJar~! 
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regularly carried on. Your mutual concern at· part· 
ing was .. good fign fur both. 

I have this moment received good accounts of you.
from Paris. Go 011, 1JDUS efts en bon train. Adieu. 

LET T E R CCXL. 

London, January the 21ft, O. S. 1751. 

?t.th DEAR FRIEND, 

IN all my letters from Pari s, I have the pleafure of 
finding, among many other good things, your 

. docility menrid'rred with emphafis: th is is the fure 
way of improving in thofe rh ingli, which you only 
want. It is true, they arc little; but it isas true too 
that they are necdlary things. As they arc mere 
matters of ufage and modc, it is no ditgra(e for any 
body of your age to be ignorant of them; and the 
maft compendio~s way of lelrning: them is, fairly 
to avow· your ignorance, nnd to confult thofe who, 
from long ufage and experience, know them be(t. 
Good fenfe, and good-nature, fuggeft ci\'ility in 
general; but in good-breeding therc are a thoufand 
lime delicacie" which are eftablifhed only by cuf
tOm. and it is -thefe little degtnces of manners, 
which -diftinguith \<oU'rtier and a man of faihion 

'""" dl •• ulg&r. Ilm atTwpI by diffi:r<!ht,people, 
~ 'your air iJ Ilready much improved; and on~ of 

. my 
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my ctm-efpondents makl..'S you the true French com
pliment of faying, 7 0ft 'lIDMS pm.tttre p'UftrlJ #inr
tOl (omllle un d~ MS .llulnl. However unbecoming 
this fpcech may he in rhe mouth of :l Frenchman, I 
am very glad that they think it applicable to you; 
for I woulJ. h:ll·c you not only adopt, but rival, the 
beft manners and ufages of the pl:lce you are at, be 
t hey what thcy will; th:lt is, tbe yerfatility of 
manners. which is [0 ufdul in the courfe of the 
world. Choofe your models well at Paris ; and then 
rival them in their own way. There arc f:lfhionable 
words, phrafcs, and Cl'en gefiurcs at Paris, which 
arc called Ju bon Ion; not to mention {('rIQ;n~/f't/i/lI 
polil1Jcs il attcn/ions. qui nc Jonl rim en c1/tJ-1I1ema, 
which f:llhion has rendered ncccifarr. Make your
felf mailer of all ,hefe things; :lnll"t" fueh a «egret, 
as to m:lke the French fay, fju· on diro;, gue "'fl Pi 

Franrfii! ; and ",hen hereafter you !hall be at other 
Coum. do tht: f3.mc thing there ; and conform 
to the bOlion3.hle manners and uf."lge of the place; 
t hat j.:; what the French themfeh'es ate not apt to 
(10: whcrt:\·cr they go, they retain their 01vn 
manners, 3.5 thinking them the beft; but .granting 
them to be 1(1, they are Rill in the wrong not 
to conform to thofeof the place. One would 
i1efire to pleafe, wherever one is; and nothing 
is ·more innocently flattering, than an approba. 
tion, and an imitation of the people one converfcs 
with. 

I hoee,-our col1cges with 
roully. In thofc ridict.lous, 

JllIarcel go on prof pt. 
• 

though, at ~c faraie 
time, 
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time. rea!ly important le~ures, l?ray attend, and 
defirc: your Profelror alfo to attend, more particu. 

wly to the Chapter of the Arms. It is they that 
decide :l man's being genteel or otherwife. more 
~han any other part of the body. A twift, or ftjff· 
nefs in the wrift. will make any man in turope look 
awkward. The pext thing to be attended to, is your 
coming into a rOl,\m, and pref~ot i ng yourfdf to a 
company. T his gives the firfi impreffion; and the 
fi ra- impreffion is often a lafling one. T herefore . 
pray defire Profeffor M arcd to nuke you come in 
.and g.u Ulll of hi~ room frequentlr. and in the (up
pofition of difft:rent companies being there; fueh 
as mininers. women, mixed companies, &c. 
Thofe .. who prcfenr themfelns well ha'-c a cut~in 

dignity in thclr air; which, without the leaft: 

fecming mixture of pride, at once eng3.ges, 3.nd is 

"[peaed. 
I fhould not fa often (eput, nor fa long dwell 

upon. flich trifles, with any body that h3.d leis fi)lid 
and valuabk knowledge than you have. Fri\'olous 
people attend tl> thofe things, pal" prip renu; they 
know nothing dfc: my fear with you is, that, from 
knowing bcttt>r things, you fhoulrl dcfpifc thefe too 
cnuch, and think them of much le(o; confequence 
~ they really are ; for they are of a great deal, and 
DIOfC efpeciaUy to you • 
• Pleafing. and governing women, may. in time, 

• of. great (en-ice ~ y~u. They often .pleafe and 
~Q 9then. A 1':01Os. arc: you in love with ~ • . 
UIDC ae Berkenrode ftm, or has fome other t:i.ken 

her 
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her place in yo~. affe8ioo$? J take it for gr.:mted, 
that 1f1~ II (unique Jomal Yemu, non erubJJftcndiJ .Juril 
ignibus. Un arrangemEnt hOllncll jed biOI Ii un gala,,' 
homme. In that cafc I recommend to you the utmoft 
dikretion, ~nd the profoundeft filcnce. Bragging 
of, hinting :It, int imating, or e"cn affeCtedly dif. 
claiming alld denying fudl an tJrrnng~mtnl, will 
equally difcrcdit you among mcn and women'. An 
unaftc8.cd filcnce upon that fuhj t:Cl is the only true 
medium. 

In your cor:l1ncrcc with women, and inclccd with 
mcn too, line rcrtr/;,/t d{l[((Cur is particul:trlreng:ting; 
it is that which conft itutc5 th;!! charaf.lcr. which thl" 

French talk of fa much. and fa jufily ,'altle; I 
mean J'a;ntabl(. This ,Iol/utlr is t1bi 1'0 c:tfily de. 
fcribed as fdt. It is tilt' wmponnd rcfult of different 
things: a compbif:u1('c, a lkxi bility, but not a. 
fen"iliry of manners; :1.0 air of fofmers in the coun
tenance. gdiurc , and cxprcffion; equally, whether 
) 'OU concu r. or diffl'r with the perron you con\"erfe 
with, Ohfcn'c th ofe c:uefullr. who have that 
douceur, whit'll charms rou and oth{"r~ ;-~ yqur 
own good fen fe will foon enable YOII to difcover the 
different ingredients of wllich it i ~ complJ(o.:J. You 
muft be more pOlrticullrty attcnti\,c to thi ,; dou(tur, 

whrnc\'rr y'"'u arc obliged to n:fufe what is -:liked 
of you. or to fay what in itfcl( cannot be very 
agreeable to thofe to whom Y'f fay it. It is the~ 
the nece«.ry gildil!.g of a di~reeable pill. L;ai. 
mUI~ c~nfifts In a th6uf:lOd of thefe little , things 
aggrcgately. It IS the juavil,'.r in mMo, ' which 1 

hav. 
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ha,'c fo .often recommended to. _you. The,.,.. 
{p#8abJe, Mr. Hatte affurcs me, you do not want. 
and I believe him. Study then carClfully, and ac
quire perfelHy the ainu:bk, and you will have every 
thing. 

Abbe Guafco, who is another of your panegyrifts, 
writes me word, that he has taken you to dinner at 
Marquis de St. Germain'S; where you will-be wel

come as often as you pleafe, and the oftener the bet-. 
ter. Profit of that, upon the principle of tra,-cHing 
in different countries, without changing places. He 
faY$ m, that he will take you to the parliament, 
when any remarkable caufe is to be tried. That is 
very well. go through the [eve ral chambers of the 
parliament, atijl.fee and hear what they arc doing: 
join pra8:ice and obfcrvation to y~ur theoretical 
k.nowledge of their rights and privileges. No Eng
lUhman has the leaft notion of them. 

J need not reconunend you to go to the bottom of 
the conftirutional 'and political knowledge of coun
tries; for Mr. Harte tells me, that you have a pe
culjar-t'lt~ that' way, and have informed yourfdf 
mOft correCl:ly of them. 

I muff now put fome queries to you, as to a juris 
jlUlici puilUJ, which I am fure you can anfwer me, 
and. which I own I cannot anfwer myfGlf: they . are 
upon. a Cubjea now much talked of. 

1ft, Are there any particular forms requifite for 
the eledion of a ~ of the Romans, dif{crent from 
,..;r. "bleh ate oeceffary for the e1eaio'h o( an ........,,1 

2dly, Is 
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~dlf' Is flat 3. King; of the Booman, as 1eg:l.lly clea", 

c:\! by the 'rotes of a. majority oEfhe eleCtors, as by 
t"';o thirds, or by.thc ·unanimi1y of the deaors f 

3dl)', Is there any p~rtjcu1ar law or confiilUtion of 
the Empire, that difiinguilbcs, either in matter or in 

form, the ekaion of a King of the Romans from 

that of an Empt'TDr? And is 'not (hc golden bull of 
Charles I\~ . equally the rule lor both? 

4tl ,ly .. ~. cre there not, .:It a meet it1g of a certain 

,Olllnlx-r cf tbe l'let.l:ors (J Ji;l.n: fl ' rgottt"n when), fame 
ru1e$ ancl limi1alions agnx-d upon cOllcerr.ing the 
election of J. }\ ing of the Homans 1 and were thofe 

rcfhiclil)Jls legal? and did they obtain the fO!l:'e of 

Jaw ? 
How happy am f, my dear child, that [ can apply 

to 5'0~ for knowlccigc, and with a cl!rlainty of being 

rightly informed I It is iwlow1ctlge, more than quick, 
[blhy parts, that makes a m:m of hu(inc[s. A man 
who is maller I)f his matter will, with inkrior parts, 
be too hard in pnrliament, and indt'etl :my where 
elle, for a man uf better parts, who kO(IWS his fub~ 

jet\. but fupcrficially: and if to hi!. knowledge be 
joins doqnenee and elocution, he ·mu~sffarily 

tOon be at the h("ad of that alrcOlbly; but without 
thore two, no knowledge is (ulneienr. 

J..ord Huntingdon writ" me word he has (een you, 
and that you,ha\'e renewed your old fchoot-acquain

tance. Tell me fairly your opinion of him, and 01 

·his friend Lord Stormont: aftd .lIfo of the Qther' En

.gliflr p('opliS of flihion you nAt witll. I promife 
- ". . , yo~annolable (ecrecy on my part. You and I muft: 

Vo •• lIl. . I . . .woi' 
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now write, to each other as friends, and without the 
leatl rcfer\'e; there will for the future be a tboufand 

thing,~ in my letters, which I would not have any 
Ol?rtal li"'ing but yourfelf fce or know. Thofe you 

will.calily diftinguifh, and neither fhow p ar repeat; 
and I will do t ilt' fame hy you, 

To come to anoth('r fllhj ':: f.t (for I have a plc,1fure 
in talking ol'cr tn:ry {(!~: L't.1 with you): How deep 

nrc you in Italian ? Du you undcrfl-and Ariofto, 
T afli), iluccaccio, and Machiavclli ? If you do, you 

know cnough of it, and may know all the reft, by 
rndill:;, w! len you tla\'c l ime. l~ittle or no hufinefs 
is writlen in Itali ;w, ex,(tpt ill Italy; and if you 

kfloW enough of it ,to unucrfiand the few Italian 
letters that may jn time wme in your way, ann ,tll 

fpeak It;\lian rolt!rably tu thof.: vcry few Italians \.vho 
fpeak no French, gi\'c yourfdf no further trouble 

abuut that hl1guagc, till you happl! ll to haxc full 
lei'~rc to pcrfcA YOlll-fdf ill it, It is not the fame 
with regarti to Germ:l.!l; your fp:lking :md \\'Titing 

that wen will patli c~lbrl y ddi:inguith you from 

cytry other !nllll ill Engbnd; amI is, mOfcon' r. of 
~i"\"';i.l Ut';1-~ ;'Iny one \\-lio is, as probably you will be, 
cmployt:u in the Empire. Thercf(Jre. pray cuiti,-ate 

it kduloufly, by writing four or fi\'c lines of German 

every day, and by fpeaking it to e"ery German you 
lIlecr with. ' 

, You have now got a fpoting in a great many good 

,~l;lfes,.~t Paris, in '~kh I1!Jvift you to ~3.ke YOUT

rcH£~90qle~lic. This 15 to bc.d.onc by a c. ru.in cali

~;~ 'cacriage, and a decent familiarity. Not ,by 

w'Y 
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way or putting yourfdf upon -the frim\olls footing of 
being /a/;s 1:0IY£I/II.(lict, hut by doiH~, " in (()!ll;: degree , 
~c honours of the houk nnd l.lbk. clliing yourldf 
ell badJJuwl Je gu/~PIlJ d';n, flyin; to 11,(: nuitt-r or 
Ini ftn.:fs, ari cjlli: 1!I~fI d'~~(II"; (f!I';III" jt 11.',1: ,1'"aJ;~. 

a~ "oun que jc /!i'e}) IIr1l1ilt~ (I ,)"(r"i,dilc. 'J "his fcrt of., 

bl1diIlJ.,c has fomrthing: ("ngagil1g :md 1:(lIIt in it, and 
hq;;cts lli ;u d~l";.: n t J";:llliliarity, \\:ll ( 1I it i ~ both :l:,:,rt'C

ahle ami uf~ ful to l"lbb:illl in ;.'pnd h(lLll("~, ;lIltl widl 

p,,:ul'k uf Cubinn, i\krt" (llm,;,l niits . cl!I111,"rs. ;md 

fllp'pt'r~, l:pO:l !(Jrlll:,1 i!nit,ttioll" . :lrc 101 thl'tt,ing; 
I ~L("r add to nl) cO!1nexi ,m , nor intilrtll:l1i"f); hILI. it 
j ~ Ill," l";1I:~", (;"ll"I:ld; ingrcls :ll1d l"grd"~ , at ;111 hours, 

thai J"vnns the pleJ(lIlg ;wd prolit..1bk UlIllmercc of 

lil ~", " 

The jmfr is Co negligent, I bt J inti! fome kltcrs 
from Pari s (;Iltirciy. ::l1d nYl" LI(: o:hcrs "mt:e!. later 

I!;an I 111101l h!. To t~li s I :d~ :"ih:: n~y it :n"ing tcc\:in"d 

Ill) k1t£:r fwm YOIl jtjf alll)\"(":t !;mn:)~,11 t. \\"1Ii,:h, to 

m)" illlp:lI:rllC"l" , In'llh a l"fI ~ l ime. I C\P':<'1 to !Jc;lr 
from you once :l \\"c(.: k. I\ir" Oath" is gouc I(.1CO(O 
\\'.ill, :lnd will be hack in :Ihout rJlr(T \I""l"k~,_l hl\"C 

a packet of lJOoks 10 f~."nd you by tilt" firH oppCJrt J;" 
nity, which, I belie\'e , wiJ I he Mr, Yorkt,'s return 
to PMis, The Grcck ~o(Jk~ cumc from Mr. J-hrtc, 
and the ~ngJi(h O:1C$ {wm your hWllblc f~r"ant. 

Read Lord Bolingbroke's with grl':1.t atte ntion . as 
\~·ell to the ftyle a~ to the m:ltlct" r wifh you could 
form yourfclf ftlch a ff)'le in evcry)nguage. Srylc 

"'is the dn:ls ~f thoughts: a«d a wdi·drefr(;d thought,' . . 
hke a weJJ:-drcJfed man, appears to great :If:hant.ge. 
Yours. Aditu. 

I • LET-
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London, January the ~8th, O. S. 1751. 

, ~h nEAR FRU::"iD, 

A DILL (or ninery pound., fierling was brought me 

the other day, faid to be drawn upon me by you: I. 
fCrlIp\('u paying it at firl1 ," not upon acco~mt of the 
fIlm, but bC'::3ufe you had f!'ot me nO letter of ad. 
,·ic('~ which is alwa),s done in thofc tranfaCl:ion5; 
and fiill more, bec3.ufe 1 did not perceiH: that you 
Ilad fignc(1 it. The perron who prefcnted it de fired 
me to look again, and that I fhould difco\'er }' OUi 

n:lme at the bottom; ac cordingly I loohd again, 
and, with ~h(. help of my magnifying ghfs, did per
cci\'e, th:n what I had firlt taken only for fome
body's mark was, in truth, your name, written in 
the wodl aull fmallcfi hand J ('H"r faw in my lift!. [ 
cannot write quite (0 ill, but it W:I 'i fomething like 

~;~ .. .N.V'-~. H owe\'er, I paid it 

at a \'enture; thoueh I would almoti: rather lofe the 
money than that fuch a fij,lIature 1"hould be yours. 
AU gtntlemen t ahd all men of bufinefs. write their 
names always in the fame way, that their fignature 
may be fo well k.now!] as not to ~ eafily counterfeit

. (d,; and they ge*rally fig rl in rather. ~ larger cha ... 
. ta8:or tlWl their common aand; whert3.Sftyour name 

~as in· a lefs. and 'Norfe, than your conunon writing. 
This 
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This fuggefted to me the yarious accidep.ts which 

may very probably happen to you, while you write 

(0 ill. For inftanre, if you were to write in fUl.:h a 

charaCter to the Secretary's otficc, your letter would 

iounediatc1x be fent to the decyphercr, as containill&: 
matters of the utmoft fecrefy, not tir to be trufted 

to t be common chamCler. IE you were to write fo 
to an Antiquary, he (knowing )'011 ,to be a I1l3rl of 
lear ning) wOlllJ cut:\inly try i! hy the Runic, Cd
tic, or Scb m nian alphabet; never fufpcet ing it t~ 

be a modern charaClcr. Ami , if you were to r .... nd a 
fGU1c1 to a fi ne woman, in fi lCh a hand , the \yould 

think that it rnlty came from tile l .m/u il/it/', which, 

by the bre , is the etymolog y of the word, pOllitt; 

foe Henry the Fourth uf Fr:lll ce uC,d to lend billtlJ-. . 
dOllx to his milirelit!s, by his pGu/aillier, under pre-
tence of fend ing diem dticken; which garc the 

.name of ! "lIkls to thofe fho~t , hut expreffi\'c manu
fc ripts. I haw·o rt<:o w Id you, that nery mall, who ' 

J l a~ the \lIe of hi s eyes, ami of hi s hand, can write 
what('\'I:r hanu he pleale5; and it ; ~ plain dlf't you 

can, lince you write both the GrotLepd German 
charaltcrs, wllich you nc,'er lc:uncu of a wPidliga 

matter, extremely well, . tht1ugh yOUT comm"n hand, 
which you learned of a m;dler, ;$ an ext-tetl~ng lxld" 
and illiberal one, etlually unfit for b,ufinefs or com· 
man uft:. I do oat delire that you fhould write the 

. bhourcd, ftiff charaCter of '1 writing-mafter: a man 

of hufinefl muft write quick' + well, and that de 
pe1"\ds ffllSly upon uCe •• I woulJ therefore advifc ,au 
to get fome very good writing-mallet at .Pui., and 

I 3 apply 
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apply tq it fur a. month only. which win be fuffi
(ient; for, "pon my word, the writing of a gell lt:cl 

pbin hand of !)u(inefs i ~ vf much more importanc; 
th:.m you think. You will fay, it may be, th l t when 

you writ e Ii) n:ry il l ; it ; ~ bec311fc YOII arc in a herry : 

to which I a l~rwt'j, W hy ;lfC you cn:r j~3 hurry? A 
man of (cn lc n;a~· be ill li:lIlc ," bllt C.1n nc\C r he in a 
hurry, b :nmlc Ill' knOll s tbat II h:llcn:r lie Ut.cs in a 
hm ry h;; l\, uli: m.:cclliuiiy do n Ty ill. 11c may he 
ill h,d ft' \' .) dit'p".u cl! an al;:~ir, but he wi ll tab.: cate 
not 10 let that h :J.r~c hiEHle-r his J u, ng it wel1. Little 

mip'! ... ;If ... ill ;1 IUlny, \~-!t':11 11 K uhjett pron's (as it 
commonly do\, ,,) too b; ~ ~ (;) 1" t!!t!li ; they run, they 

h:m:, they puzzle , C(J:lhllllli , ami perplex thcm
fdvc:) : til"," want to (\;J e\"t: rv , hi !\g at once, :md 

• & • ' 

ne \"(;f do ir ~t :dl. Edt:1 J~':.1.n of rcn r.: take,; Ih.: time 

necdl:~r ) f()r d' ll .• ; I; l~' Il:illg lJ" j,; about, wdl; and 

hi ; iUlle tu di!"paH:h a i;.:!iucf; , 'only al' lX."ars by the 

con:iullity of his appli<::tt;()1\ tn it: he pur(ues it w:t h 
a cool lh·ndiild:', and f-hill1t·s it hl'forc he b('gi:1 S :lIly 

other. I own, your til!lC i.; mm:h taken lip, anti you 

'~:d~·e ~ ~l:lny tl iiE :Tnt tl;:n~,; to cb: but re-
'm Xf. tllJl YOll !;;\ ',! muc;\ b':l! cr do half of thern 

well. and leaH; t he ui:J ~' r La1r uud oQc, than do thcm 

all inlliffc.-rcnt ly. .iVlllr .... uvcr. the few fccul1t! i t h:l.t 
....re · faved in the cour le of the uay , by writ ing ill 
inftcad or wdl, do not amoull1 to any objc8 f'f lime, 

by:my OIC::J.llS cl l1.:in.lc :Jt to the dilgr:lco;: or ridic ule 
of :writing the r~awi OLl common whore. Confide:r, 

:-that .f your ,'cry bad wriling could fu~ni{jl me with · 
~~1'1 o( ridicule, wlw will if not do to 'others, 
. who 
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who do not. "iew you in that partial light that I do ? 
~liere was a Pope, I think it was Pope Chigi. who' 
was juftly ridiculed for hi s 'l.ttl:ntion to little things, 
and his inabil ity in great on("!l; and therdorc c:lHed 
maximuJ in minimis, and lI:in:muJ in mllxill:i5 ; \"11)" ~ 

Bec;\Urc h~ :mended to little th ings, wlwn he had 
great ones to do. At this [lilrlicular period of rour 
life , and at till: phcc r Oll :trc nol\' in. you have only 
little things w c!o : and yOll 11I011 ld make it hahitu.11 
to you to do them wdl. that t!lt'y ml.y require no 
attention from you when rOil han:. :15 I 11Ope- you 
will have, greater things to mind. Make a good 
hand-writing familiar to you now, lh at YO(I may 

hereafter han! nothing hut your matter 10 thin k of, 
when you have occalion to write to Kings and Mi
!lifters. Dance, drefs , prcfell t y~ltrfclf h:!h iwally 
weI! now, thac r ou may have none of th ofe little 
th ing' 10 think of hl·rl:af!cr, and which wiil be all 
necdEuy to he (lone well oC;':<1110nall)", when you 
will have greater things to dn . 

.(\ !> I am cternally think ing of c"ery thing that can 
be relative to you, (lne th ing hlS (lCcu rrd to mc. 
which I thi nk n('cdru), to mcntiOl~,~er'9 prs~ • vent the difficulties which it mi ght otherwife lay you 
under: it is thi,, ; as you get more acquaintances at 
Paris, it will be impon'iblt: for y~u to frequent YOUf 
fira: acquaintances, fa much as you d ;fl while you 
had no others. As for example, at your fira: d/lntl, 
I Cuppofe ),ou were chiefly '!It ~adamC' Monconfcil's, 
Lady t1etvcy's, and Mad:tm. du Boccage',. ~ow 

tl1Ilt you have ~ot fo ~ny other houfes. you cannot 

I 4 b. 



be at tht;irs fo o~ten a~ you ufed; ~ut pray take-~.are 
.Dot t6 give them the leaft reaCon to think, that you 
-~~glca or" defpire them; for the (ike of new '_ and' 

more dignified and fhining acquaintances; ~~ich 
would be ungrateful and imprudent Qn your' part, 
and ,nevcr forgi\'en on the-irs. Can upon them ·often, 
though rou uo not flay \vith them fo long as for
merly; tellihem that you are forry you arc obliged 
to go away, but that you have fuch and fuch eo:
gagcments, with which gootl-breeding obliges you 
to comply; and infinuate, that you would rather flay 
\\'ith them. III 11lOft, take care to make as m4Jly 

!penonal friends, and as few peTfona} enemies, as 
pomble. - 1 do not mean, by perfonal friends, inti
mate and corfyJential friends, of which no m~n can 
hope to h:lYC half a dozen in the whole courfe o(his 
life; but I mean friends, in the commol!. acceptation 
of the word; that is, [>tople who fpeak well of you, 
ud who would rather do you good than harm, con. 
fiftently with their own intcreft, <Iud no farther. 
Upon the whole, I recommend to you again and 
again lei ~~,. Adorned by them, you may, in a 

'iiaiUler, do what you plcafc; it will be appro\"Cu of: 
' .with~ut them, your beft qualities will lofe half 
their efficacy. 'Endeavour to . be fafuionable among 
tbe].~rench, which will (oon make ~ou' fafhionll.bte 
~ere . . . :M,onfiellr de Matignon alr.eady calls Y0':l Ie 
.F.lil 'F~4/ffOlJ. If }C!u can get that name generally 
at ~ris, it will p~ you a I. modt. Adi(.u, my dear 
<liild. 
" ~ LETTER 
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LETTER CCXLII. 

lAndon, February 4th, O. S. 17.5~. 

My DEAR FRtE.ND, 

T HE account~ which I receh'e of you (rom Paris 
grow cree), d:ay more and more fatisfat1ory. LOrd 
Albemarle ha .. wrote a (ort of paClegyric of you, 
which has been fcen hy many people here, and 
which will be a yerr \l refu1 forerunner for you. 
Iking in faOlion, is:1O important point for no)' bUrly 
an)' where; but it would' be a \'cry great one for you 
to be dl:ablifllCd in the f.'lfhion here ~fore you re-

• turn. Your bu!incf .. would be halF done by it. as I 
am furc you would nor give people fcafon to change. 
their favourable prefcntimc-nts of )'\)U. The gOod 
that is (:lid of yuu will nut. I :l.In convinced, make 
you a coxcomb: and, on the other hand. the being 
thought ftill to w:tnt fome litt le accomplithmcnts . 
will, I am pcrCu.1tlcd, not morti.Ct...l0u, but only 
:lnim:lte you to acquire them: J wiil, iliC'1ti"es 7; sit1£. 
you both fairly, in the following extralt of a Jetter 
which I lately recci,·cd from an impartial and di(~ 

cerning friend . 
• " rore vaus afiurer que Monfieur Stanhope 

U rcuffira. Il a un grand fond de f/iivolr, c:t une 

" mf· 
- , 

" Permit me 10 l!Ture yt?\!. Sir, that Mr. S~hope"wi~. 

,,(~. He hat a 'relit. fUlld uf knowledge. 31ld In onl:OS8~ 
. "-.Ii 



• manque que ce qui devoit neceffairement lui 
- ... ".,,~- 1 fon age; je veux dire, Ies ufages, et 

certaine delicateffc dans Ies manieres, qui 
s'~qul~rent que par Ie terns et Ia bonne. 

Avec fOD efprit, il Ies p'rendra 
i1 y a deja fait des progres, et il 
lcs compagnies Ies plus propres ales 

donner." 

y this extrll4\' which I can affure you is a faith
one, rO\l and I have both of us the fatisfadion of 

¥'.,:., ....... ~; ... - how much you have, and how little you 
t hat you ha\'c, g1"c you (if poffible) 
r fleming modefty, but at the fame time 



)'qU want, 
double your ention and ~'Dd4eavOll1is 
You have, in truth. but that one thinJ to.Allir)1t"1tU 
and a " ry pI afing application it i, 
through plcafures that you muft am tit. 
pany, {uppers, balls, fptllMk/, hicb 
the models upon hich you ihould form °t1MlHellf. 
and all the lit.le utages, cuftoms and deIM:lCiilt.. 
which you muil: adopt, nd make habitual 
are now your only {ehools and univ rfities· iltlWlaiIl* 

young fellows and fine women will gi e you 
leCtures. 
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the mb~t' ~eceffary, and that is, indifputably, modern 
hiftorical, . geographical, chronological, and poli
tical knowledge: the' prefcnt conftitution, maxims, 
force, riches, trade , commen:e, chara8ers, parties, 

and cabals, of the fe\'ernJ Courts of Europe. Many • 
who .are reckoned good fcholar"~, though thcy know 
pretty accurately the gm·crnmcnts of Athens and. 
Rome, are totaHy ignorant of the confiitution of any 
one country now in Emort , evcn of their own. 
Read juft Latin and Greek enough to keep up your 
clafficar learning, which will be an ornament to you 
while YOUllg, and a comfort to yon when old. fillt 

'.tbe·true ufdui knowlet.l ge, and (.fpt:ci:1lly for you, is 
the<modlrn knowledge aho,·c-mcntioncd . It is that 
wHich muft qualify you both for darneftic and f()f(·jgn 
hufinefs ; amf it is to that, thcrdi)rc, th:lt you 
fhould principally direCt your att ention. and I 
know, w;1I1 great plcalltrc. that you do fl). I would 

Dot thus commend you to yourfclf, if I thought 
commendations would ll:we upon you tholc ill cf
feA:s which tlH~y frequ,"utly have upon weak minds. 
J tbink yo~ ~ar,. . much above being a \"ain coxcomb, 
~tating your own merit, and infulting others 
with the fLlPCf"'dbund.1ncc of it. On the contrary, J 
am convinced, that the confcioufnefs of merit m:l.k.es_ 
.. m:m of fcnre more IUOLldl. though more firm. A ! 
man who difpb.ys his own merit is 3. coxcomb, and , 
a mllf who does not know it is a fool. A man of 
':renfe knows itt exct'ts it, ;l\':\ils himfelf of it, but 
·;rit"er'1>o,Uls of it; ~ and always I~I rad~eno under 
: d1.in cWef'nllie it, thou,h, in trUth, he fet1 "the, 

righ\ 



right value upon it. It is a very true maxim of f .. 
Bruyere's (an author well worth your.fl:ud}"ing) '1u'G11 
11& 114111 dam U IJl4ndr, quc (c qUl J'on 'Vtttl 'VQlcir, A 
man who is rCJ.lly diffident, timid, and b.rlhful, be 
his merit what it will, nen'r C.ln pUill himfdf in the 

world; his· dcfpondcncy throws him into inadion ; 
and thc forw:lrJ, thc Imming. and the petul.lllt, 

will always get the better of him. The M:mner 
makes th e whole dilf(.>rencc. What would he impu
lknee in one Manner, is oilly a proper and decent 
a{iuraocc in another. A m:tll of fc:nft' , _ and oC 
knowledge of Ihe world, will alli:rt his own righta, 

and purfuc his o\\"n objctts, a.5 Headily and iJltIepidly 
as the moil: impudent man li\-ing. and ~omm,unly 
more fo: but then he has art cn()llgh ro' give- an 

(lu~\vard air of 1ll0<1eHy to all TIe (Ioes. This 
engages and prc\-.tils, whilO: the \'Cry fame things 
flwd and C1il, frolll the oH'rbcaring or impudeot 
manner (Jnly of tloing them. I repeat my max.im. 

S,u''ilit;,. ;11 IIlvdu, fi'J fvrJilir ill reo \Vou!d you 
know the cha.raCTers, modes, and manners, of the 
latter (·nd of the Jaft age, which are vcry Jike ...... -
thore of the prcfent, rea.d La Bruyere. But W,!\l1ld...,. 
you know m:l.n, independently of modes, r~a~ ~ 
Rocbefollcaulr, who, I am afraid, paints him very 

exatlly. 
Give the inclofcJ to Abbe Guafco, of whom 

you make good ufe, to go about with you, and . 

fcc things. Between you -ami me, he ha\ more 

kllOw1etlg; than parts.. fttais Ln h"bile hommt /foil ' 

lir;r f,r1i dt IIMI; and every body is t:ood (oc; 
. fome- -
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fomethlDg.. Prcfidcnt Montefquieu is, in every 
fenCe, a moft ufeful acquainta nce. He has pans, 
joined to great reaci. lng and knowledge of the world. 
Puifn. dans utlt jO;JTlt tant que 'V~Uf prurrcz.. 

Adieu. May the Graces attend );DU! for 

without them fig"i jalica ;: 'Van:J. Jf thl'Y (In not 
come to you willi llb1y, r,w itl1 th l:' tn, and force 

them to :Iccompanr all you think, all YOll fay, and 
all you do. 

LET T E R CCXLlII. 

London,l\'b.ll1iJ, O. S. 1751. 

,!l.b DEAR FRIF.:\n, 

W HEN you go to the 1'I a~' , wh idl r hopc ),ou 
do often, fnr it is a \'Cry infiruf.t ivc amuCclncnt, you 

mull certainly have ahfen'cd the '"ery dilfcrcnt cf
fc:f.h which the...!r:vera1 pam ha H: upnll you, accord_ 

.~ they are well or ill aCted. The H'ry beft 

tragtpy:or Corneillc's. if well fpoken and aClt"d, in
terdls, engages. agitates. amI affelh your pafiiom. 
Lot'e, terrol', and pity, alternately poffe1s you. But, 

if in fpoken and acted. it would only excite: your 
mdignation o'r your bu,ghter. \Vhy 1 It is frill 
'<;or"neiUe's: it is the fil.me f~ nfe. the fame matter, 

:'witetober .·ell or ill aded. It is "hen m~relr the' man
.aer, ;,u fpeaking and acting that nl~l:.ei this gre'at 

dif. 



TO HIS SOH". 

difference in the effects. Apply dlis to yourfclf; 

and t:onclude [rom i.t tkn, if you would eilher pleafe 
in a p ri\"att· comp3 nr, o r p<'rf ~.ldc in :J. public :l ffc;m~ 

hlr, ai r, look", gC[t UH'S , g races , (,nllllcialion, proper 
acccnr5, jull emrh;lfi ~ , and tum-ful cadcnc('"s, arc full • 
35 necdElrr as t:ll' 1ll:lttcr irll· lf. Let ;lwkw3rtl , un-
p.!Cf·fuJ , inti g:l:1t, anu dull fdl(lw.~ by wb:'..t Ihey 
will in hch;d\" uf t li ..:i!" ((Ilill nutler, and thong rC:l

fO!'i!~g~: ;'.nJ 1l"T ,I l,:m lkr!)if,' :;\1 ,Ia)!i: graces and 

( il"n. t :\"o(' rlf~. ',I"il;dl CIl;!;:tgc 1111 !l'n !,:~, :.n<1 npl i\'ate 

tlJl' k;\ft: th cy wi:l lind (thoq;h till)" will pofflhly 
wondl"f \dr y) II1:lt Ih;:ir r;)!lgh unpolll11t'd matter, 

and Ihcir Ilt11lior/ll"<l, (T':lrli', but jlrl" ~ ;~ arpll1len ts. 
will m:il1.cr pk.tfc nor pc.:rfll:Hh: j hut, 0:1 th e COJl 

trary. will fir~' Cltlt;l\tl:"n:i,)JJ , :tnd ",,:ci~(' di(:,·,t ift. \Ve . 
• are (0 'ma(k, we lU\l' I" he Jll l'akd, !wltr r tl!:1.Il to he 

informed; infom::tll .. J!l i~ . i\l :\ (CTt;,in ~ kbr\'c , mot· 
lif~'i;l~;, ;10; it i1l1ph'~ ()lIr ptn lOllS ignmalll'c; it L1;u Cl: 
be f\\T!: :cncd to b :,: p:d ;:t :tbk. 

T " bri!1~ t!l:i dirl·{:tly to you: Kn0\\' tll:J ! no man 
em n,;1J.,. l: a figl!r t in Ihis cOllnlTr~ 1m!" b:; parli:,
m~~nr . Your fate d("p~:nd s upon your (:."""rel's there as 
a fpe:\kcr; aLH!, I:l.kc my word for it, Ihal [uec.c ts 

turns much more upon Manner than Mat1{·r. Mr. 
Pitt, and Mr. Murray the Solicitor-geueral, uncle 

to Lord Stormont, arc, beyond C(?mparifon, the heft 
jixakers; 'Vhy ? Only becaufc thc), are the heft .. 
orators. They alone can inflame or q ui::t the Houfe; 
they alone are fo aucnf"led to, tn that numerous a~d 

• • Doify afft~mbly, tMt you Iilight hear a pin-fall while 
t:ithcr of them is [peaking. Is it .flat their marter is 

better, 
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better, or their arguments ftronger, than oth~r 

JlC:ople's.?· Dots the Houfe expeCt: cxtn.ordinary In
fohn·at'oos from th~m ? Not in th~ leaft: but the 
·Houfe cxpefh.pleafure from them, and therefore ·at
tenUs.; finds if, and therefore appro,'CS. Mr, Pitt, 
par~icularl)'. has very little parliament~ry«nowledge; 
his matter is gcnerany flim(y, and his arguments 
often weak: but his eloquenceis fuperior, his aBion 
&~ceftll. his enunciation juft and harmonious; his 
pt:tiods arc well turned, and eyerr word he makes , 
u(c of is the \o'crr beft, and the moft cxprdli,'e, that 
tan be uli=d ill that place. This, and nut his matter, 

made him Pay-math:r. in fpite of both King and 
.Minifier.i, From th is draw thc 0lwiou5 condulion. 
The fame thing holds ftlll as nile in com-erfation; 
where even trtfles. ekgantl), cxprdt~dJ welllWKcd, 
and accompanied with graceful aBlon, will ner 
ple:de) ~bcyond all the homefpun, unadorned fenfe 
in the worM. Refled. on onc tide. how ),ou fed 
within YOllrfelf, while you are forccd to [uffer the 
ttdious, muddy. and ill-turned narratiun of rome 
awkward fellow, e\'en tbough t!le faft: may be io~ 

~Jerefting; ~fi(f, on the other hand, with what plea
'fure you attend to the relation of a much lefs in
tc;refting mattc!, when elegantly exprdfed, genteelly 
tyi-ned, and gracefully deli'·ered. By attending 
c;ueful1y to all thefe agrtmbu in your ~aily conver
f~t:ion, they will beco~e habitual to you, before you' 
cfrpc into parli:llJ?ent; and rOll ~in have, nothi~ 
~ to do, but · to railt. them a Ii ttl:.: ,,·hen you 
~, ~~ere·. I would with JOu to be. f~ ano:oti\'e" 

to 



to rhi!J 'object_, that I would not have you lpt'ak to 
yOuT. footman -b~t in the very beft words th:\t the 
fuhjeCt admits of, be the language which it. will. 
'think of your words, ;md of tI!cir arrangement, 
before you fpeak: choofc the: moO: eleg:ult, and plOlce 
them in the hell: order. Confuh your own car, to 
'a\'oid cacophony, wei, whar is "cry near as bad, 
monotony. 'l'hillk .1lfo of your gcfiure and looks. 
when you are fpcakiDg even upon the mott trifling 
(ubjects. The fame things, differently expreifed. 
looked. and Ilcli\'ered, ceafc to be the fame 
things. The moft pal1iofUte lover in the world can
not rrukc a firongcr dcc1aration of love than the 
BOJ~rgtoiJ gtntilhommt docs in this happy form of 
words, !t1ourir d'l1mour 1111' jont, '/tile Marflu!.{t, 'VIIJ 

bta,ix.Jtux. 1 defy:my bo(]y to by d'lere; and yet I 
would adviCe nobody to [;IY that; .:md I would re
commend to you, rat he r to {mother and conceal 
ym.tr panion intircly. than to rc\"('al it in thcfe WO~d5. 
SeriouOy. this holds in c\·crything. u'>wc11 as in that 
ludicrous infiance. The French, 'to do them juilice, 
:tttcnd very minutely to the purity J the correanefs, 
and the elegancy of their ftyle in converfation, and 
in thcir letters. Ritn IUJ"er is an objef.l: of their 
fi-udy; and, though thry fomctimes carry it to afi'c-c .. , 
wion, they never fink into inel~ncy', which is 
much the w9rfe extreme of .the two. Obferve them. 
and form your French ftyle upon theirs: for ele
gancy in one language wiU ~-woduce itfdf .in all 

VOL. III! K I ko-
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I knew a young man, who, beingjuitek8:ed a'merfJ.; 
ber of · parliament, was laughed a.t for being die . 
cover~d, tbroui,hthe by-hote o( his chamber-door, 
(peaking to him(elf in the glafs, and forming h~ 
looks and geftures. I could not join in that laugh; 
but, on the contrary, thought him muth wifa~than 

thefe who laughed at him; for he knew the impor-" 
t&nce of thofe little graces in a public affembly ; and 
they did nor. Yoqr little perron (which I am told 
by the way is not ill-turned), whether in ~ laced coat 
or a blank.et, is fpecifically the fame ; but yet, I 
believe, you choofe to We:lr Lhe (onner; and yoil are 
in the: right, for tbe (al.e of pleafing more. The 
worft-bred man in Europe. jf a l:tdy let fan her un, 
would cenainly uke it up and gi\->c it her : the beft
bred man in..Europe could do no more. The dif
ference however WQuid be confiderable; the latter 
would .pleafe, by dcMng it gracefully; the former 
"wld B:e laughed at, for doing it awkwardly. 're
peat it, and repeat ir again , and fil:lll neyer ceafe 
ttpeating it to yw; Air, manners, graces, ftyle, 
elegancy, and all thofe ornaments, muf! now be the 
en1y objeCts of your attention; it is now, or never, 
~ you muft: a.cqaire them. Poftpoae, therefore, 
aU other confiderations i make them new rooT (erious 
.tud.y; you. have-not one moment to lore'. Th. folid 
and the onwnenw uniud are undoubted1y beft; 
Inlt, were I reduced to make an option, I ihould, ' . 

• ithout hefit&tioD." clwoCt the Jatte~. 



Il· 
I bope you affiduoufly 'r"quent Martel " and 

tarry grace, from him; nobody had more to {pare 
than he had formerly" Ha\'c you lC:1rned ta cuve I 
for it is ridiculous not to cam: well. A man who 
tons you ~a\'ely that he C:l.nnot c:ln'c, may as well 
tell you that he cannot blow his nofc; it is both at 
necetTaryand .1S c:a(y . . 

Make my compliments to Lord Huntingdon, whom 
I love and honour atremely, as 1 dare ray you do. 
I ",ill write to him foon, though 1 bdie\'c he hu 
hardly time to read a letter; and my letters to thofe 
110\-c are, as you know by experienct, not "cry ilion 
oncs; this is ~ne proof of it, and thi, would have 
been longer J if the paper had been fo. Good night 
thf;11, my dear child. 

LET T E R CCXLlV, 

London, Feb. 2.8th, O. S. 1151. 
My DEAR FRlEN'D, 

TH I S epigram in Martial, 

NM ... ft, S.s;Ji, 1If~ ,.ff-- J;~, fwan J 
H~ IIQIMIf/ ,.J/it.- Iff"'. _ ••• It. 

• 

has puzz1ed a great many people, who cannot COA· 
'ceive how it is poffible not to-love any body, and yet . . . 
Qot to ~ the rC3.[on why •• I think. I con.c:ciTe 

•• .... t \hart tiIoc tKmoft cclelnte4 d.aaclD,-...aa- at Pan.. 
K • Martial', 
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Martial's meaning very clearly~ though the naturo or 
epigram, \vhich is to be {hort, would J}ot allow him 
to explain it more fully, and I tak-e it to be this; 0 
Sapidis, 10U iJre a vtry 'I.JJorthy deftrving man; )'fIU 

ha'lJ~ II Iboufond go"d qft.litin, y"u have a grtal deal of 

lIorning; I rjlum, 1 rifprll, hut for Ih~ /oul of me I 
(a"1IOt Jove )OU, theigh 1 tannol particularly fay why. 
Tow are mt amiable: )'au have not thoft engaging 
manners, thoft pleojing at/m/ians, tbaje graces, and Ibat 

IlfJd,ifs, which are abfo1utd, neceffar, 10 plcofc, Ibaugb. 

impojfiblr 10 define. I cannol I(1Y il ;5 Ihis or Ibat 
ttlrlitul.r thing thai hinders me jiom /()'/Jing )au, ;1 ;s 
tht whoft togelber; and upon tbe whole ),"11 arc nil 
agl"tlable. How of len have I, in the' cour[e of my 
)ife, found myfelC in this fituation, with rcg1.rd to 
m:l.Ily of my Acquaintance, whom I h:we honoured 
3Jld rc!pcClcd, without being ablc to lo\'e. I did 

not know why, bec3ufe, when one is YOllng, one 
docs not take the "trouble, nor allow one's (df the 
time, to analyfe onc·s fcntimcnts, and to trace them 
up to their Co~rce. nm fubfequent obfen"ation and 
refie8"ion have. taught me" why. There is a man, 
whore moraL charaCter, deep learning, and fuperior 
p:uts, I acknuwledge , admirc, and reCpeCl:; but 
whom it is fo impoffiblc for me to lo"e, that I am 
:1lmoft in a fever whenever I am in 'his 'company. 
~i$ figure (without being deformed) feems made to 
difgrace or ridicule the common ftru8ure of the 
human body.. His .legs and .3.nns arc neyer in the 
itoiiii"Qn whic"h, according to the fituatiop" <?f bis 

body, they ought to be in, but contbntly emplc.yM 
111 



T~ HIS SON. 'n-
in committing ach of hoftility upon the Gr.lce~. He 
throw~ any where, but down h is throat, wh:neyc:r 
he means' to drink .. and only mangles .. ,hat he 
means to Can·e. Inattentive to all the rl!gards of 

fociall ife , ' Ie mifiimes or mifplaces ("err thing. He 
difputes with heat, and indifcriminate1y, mindlefs 
of the rank, charaCter, ap.d fituation of thofe with 

whom he di!IJUtcs: abfolutely ignorant of the. fen'ral 

gT:1d:l.Iiom of f;J.miliarity or rcfpett, he is e:<.leUy the 
bme to his (u periors, his equals , 3.Od his inferiors. 

and tberefore, by a nece!f.'\fy confcquence, abfurd to 
two of the three. Is it pofli b!e to love fuch a man? 

l'o. T he utmoft I can do for him, is to confider him 

as a refpeelable H ottentot. 
I rememher that, when I came frer; Cambridge. t 

h:td acquired, among the pedants of that illiberal Se

minary. a f.1.ucincfs of lite rature, a turn lo'fa.tire and 
conternpt, :U1d a thong tendency to argumentation 

and contraditl:ion. nut I had. been but a "ery litde. 
while in the world, before I found that this would 

by no me:lOsdo; :lod I immediately adopted the op

pofite charaCl:er:' I concealed whllt learni ng I h:u.f j I , 
applauded often without approving; anJ I yielded 
common!),. without com·iaion. Stlo1Jit.~r i.1 modo 
was my lttw and my Prophe.ts. : and if I pl cafed (be
tween you and me) it was much more owing to that 
than to any fuperior knowledge or merit of my own. 

A propos, the word pleajing puti one alwaj's in. mind 
of Ladt Hc:n'ey: pray tdl hei, that 1 declare her 

refponfibIe to me fur your pleafing: tbat I co.m.i~r 
¥" as • pleafiog Falftaff, who not only ple~( ... h<r-

K 3 felf. 
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{eM, but it the cau(e of pJeafing in others; that I 

know the can make any thing of any body; and that, 
as your !;overnefs, if fhe does not make you pleafe, 
it m\lft be only becaufe the will not, and not becau(e 
flle call not. 1 hope you are all bois d01l1 ~m m /oil; 
and if fo, file is fo good a fculptor, that I am furc 
file can give you whatever form fhe pleafcs . A vcr· 
fatility of mmners is as necc!rary in focial, as a yer
f.r ility of parts is in politicallifr. One muil: often 
yield, in order to prevail; one muO: humtle 0:1\::'5 

felf, to be exalted; one muft, like SL Paul, bccoma 
.U things to all men, to g:l.m (ome; all\l (hy the way) 
men <lrc taken by the hllllC mC:l.llS, 1JIJ4/<I/iJ 1II1I/(1I1(/is, 
tbat women :l.rc gained; hy gt·ntlends, in finuation, 
and fubmiHion.:' :l.nd thefe lines of Mr. Dryden will 
:f:Jolr! to a Miniller as wdl as to a Miftrcfs: 

Th'e proffrll1c lo\·~r. when he luwdi lies, 

B\lt flOOp5 to conqut'.r, an!l but kucds 10 rife. 

In the courfe of the worM, the qualificuions of tho 
t;ameleon are of teo necdfary; nay , tl,ey mull be 
cauled a little farther, :md cxc rtc~ ! a lillie fooner ; 
for you fhould, to.t certain degree, tlk.e the hue of 
either the m.'\n or the woman that you want, and 
willi to be upon terms with. .rf propqJ; Have you 
ret found out at Paris any friendly and ftofpitable 
:.1ada.me de Lurfay, t]W 1JnJ/ bien ft thQrltr du I()i" de 
~III i .. ut'Ju~-r;- And .ha,ve you bad any occafion of 
fe'Pferenting to her, tJu.'c!lt f(1if~;1 Ja", dis ru:lldJ' But 
I ~\ yoUr pardon, 'sir, for, the abruptnef9':' of the 

'1~on. apd acltoowlcdl\e \hoi I am lIl,ddling 1Iit~ 
matte" 
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matters that are out of my department, J:Iowevcr; 
in matten of lef~ importance, I defire to be d, 1JQS 

{ecuts kfidtlt dip6jilllir(. Truft me with the general 
turn and colour of your amufemcnls at Pari" Ii it 
u fracas du srand lIIond(, ccmidits, bois, Opir4J, nltr, 
~(,l Or is it titS petitts/odtl,:s, 1I1f1ins brUW1IItJ, mai, 
.~ 

pas peur a la moins Agr/ablcs? \Vhere are you the 
moft (tabli ? "W here are you Ie pttif S" nhopt: 1 Pfliez 
Q()US tncore jour. J QlleJ9ue arrall.~(mtnt bontui,? Have 
"you made any acquaintances among the young 
Frenchmen who ride at your Academy; and who 
:lre they? !:iend me this fon of chit-chat in rour let. 
ten , which , by the bye, I wdh you would honQur 
me with (omeWll:l.t oftencr. If rou f(("quent any of 
the .myri:lds of polite Englifhmcn "";0 infeft Paris, 
wilD arc the),? l-b ,"e }'Oll finithcd with Abb~ NoMt, 
a.nd arc you OU / llil of :til the properties anu effects of 
ai r ? W,' r..: I inclined 10 quibble, I would fay , that 
t he cffcCl: s of air, at leaH, arc beft 10 be h:arncd of 
Marcel. If you h:t\"e quite done with l'Abbe Nolet, 
afk my friend rAbbe Sather to recommend to rou 
(omc me:tp,re philomath~ to teach you a little geome* 

try and aftronomy; not enough to abforb your at· 
tendon, and pnule your intellech, but only enough, 
not to be grom)' ignorant of either. I have of lare 
been a fort of an oflrollome malgre mfli, by bringing 
laft Monda), into the Houfe of Lord, a biU for re. 
forming OU~ prefent CaJendar" and taking the New 
Style. Ui¥'n which occaGon l:was obliged to talk 
fome aftfonomical jargOll, of which I did not ~
fbn~ one word, but got it by heart, and (poke it 

K 4 by 
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by rote f~om a mafter. I wifhed that I had known 
a little more of it m}tfelf: and fo much I would 

have. you know. But the great and necdfary know- . 
ledge of all ii, to know yourfelf and others: this 

knowledge requires great attention and long C'xpe

nence; exe rt the former, and may you have the, 

latter ! Adieu. 

P. S. I ha',,"e tIl is moment received youdetters of 
the 27 th February, and the 1d Ma~chJ N . S. The 
real !hall be done as foon a:, pom ble. I am glad 

that you :lre employed in Lord AlbcmarJc·o bun:llll; 

it will teach YOIl, at kJIl, th e mechani..:al pJrt of 
that bu!in('f.~. filch a.> folding . e!He:ing. and d",
keting let ters ; for you mu111l0t im:lgille thar YOli aie 
let into lhe filfJn of the cor.-efponl!cilC(', ntlf ir.{ieed 

is it tit that JOu iliould, at yom age:, H owever, ure 
yourfe1f to fccrecy as to tht letters ~'ou eit i:c-r fcad Of 

writl!. th:lt in time you may be t ruftcd with, fta eJ, 
'f,ury /terti, /tp,:ratl, Ilpart, tj,'. I olOl fo rry that this 

bufinefs interferes with your riding; I hope it i~ bu~ 
feldom; but I inflft upon its not inl crfer ing wi t~ 

your d~ocing-mafter, who is at this ti;ne t he moft 

ufeful and nec.cifary of all the mafiers you ha\"e ot" 

~an ha:\'e. 

LE'FTER 
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LET T E R CCXLV. 

My DEA'g FKt £XD, 

'1~MENTIONED to you, fome time ago, a fentente, 

which I would mort earncftly with you always to 
retain in your thoughts, and obfcn·e in your COD

. duct: it j;. juavilJr ill modo, / orlil.;r in rt. I do Dot 

know anyone mlc (0 unexceptionahly ufcful and new. 
ccffary in e\·ery part of life. I ihall therefore take it 
for my text to-day ; and. as old men Jove prtaching, 
.. ml I have fome right to preach to you, I here pre

f~nt you with my f~'rmon upon thde .words. To pro
cted then regularly and pu,'piti(ldly; f will firft thaw 

you, my belo\'ed, the net:e(lary cannexion of the 
1wO members of my text, jU(Jvith in modo ; / orl;l;'" 

itt { t. b jhe next pl::u:c, J !hall ret forth the ad

vantages and utility rdulting from a ftritt obfcrvance 
of the precept co:u:1,incJ ill my text; and conclude 
with an application of the whole. The fitiJ'lJitir ill 
mod() alone would degenerate and link into a mean, 

timid complaifmce, and paffivcnc[~ 1 if not Cupported 
and dignified by the f ortitler in re ; which would alto 
run into impetuofity and brutality. if not tempered 
and foftened by the jUJlvjlh ill moiD: -however, they 

are feldom united. The warm. choleric man, with 
• 

ihong anilllal fpirits. dcfpifes the fUlWiUr in 111044, 

and thiAks to carryall before hrm by the jo"ilif in 
rt •• He may P'lffibly, by great accident, now and 

then 
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then fucceed, when he has only weak and timid 

pe9ple to deal with; but his general 6te will be, to 

ihock, offend, be hated, and (ai l. On the other 

hand, the cunning. crafry man thinks to gain ali 

}tis ends by theJllavili r in modo only: he btcomlJ all 
tIJ;"gs 10 111/ men; he (cerns to have no opiniol! of hi~ , 

o"'n, ~d f('rvilcly :ldopts the prdent opinion of die 
prefent ~~fun ; he infinuares himfdf only into the 

eftec:m of fuols, but is Coon ue(cCte:d , and Curely 
dcfpifcd by e:,'ery booy e:l!i:, The wile m:m 

(who differs as much ' frum the cun ning, as 
from tht' chuleric mail) ahll:e jvins ,he / 1l(1 l1il i r 

in modo w:th the f~r,j/, ~r ;n J't', Nu\\' to the: ad~ 

",antages :lriling frvm the Ji. lia obflHancc of this 

prec..:pt :. , 
)f you :1rc in authority, :lnt! h:~n~ a right to com

m:UHt , ),our comm:uuis (lelil ~T": I I !l4u ~ 'ifh i n modo win 
he willingly, che:lTfuU),. :tntl CU:1!cquently well 
obey\'d i whereas , if :;ivcn (llil)' !orJ fI<;r, that i,l 
u rutally, thcy will n!lher, as TacilUs fays , be in

t l".pTcted than executed, F ur my own parr, if I 
bld my 'footman bring me it !~l:tjs (If winc, in a 

rough. infulting m:t.lln('r, I 1110uld expect thar, in 
obeying me, he wouM contri"e to (pill fome of it 
"upon me:; and 1 .'lin fure 1 fhould defeTye it. A 
cool. fteady rcfolution {houlc! !how, that where yell 
han: a right to command , you will be obeyed; but, 
,.t the fame time, a gc~tlenefs in the lru.nner of en- ' 
forcing that obedierke iliould makt it l' chearful. 
OII~.nd (often, 3JJ" much .as po1l'ible. the: morti
'tYing confcioufnefs of inft't iori ty. If you are to'aJ'k. 

a favour, 
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a favour, or even to folicit your 4ue, you ~\tft do it 
jM(J1Jilir in modo, or ),ou will give thofe, who han: a 
mind to refuCe you c:ither, a pretence to do it, by 
fefenting the manner ~ hut, on the other band , you 
mull, by a fieldy perfe\'crance and deccnt tenJ.ciouf4 
flC;(S, thaw the/bTlih;r 1/1 Ye. The rig/It motiws are 

fcldam the true ones of men's :lCtio"l~, cfpeciJ.lly of 
k ings, minit1ers, and people in h igh ilationSi who 
often gi\'e ( 0 im porlunity and fear, what th~y would 
rcfufc to jllfriCt: or to me rit. By the jua':.liler in mpi. 
engage the ir hearH, if you can; at IC:lfi, pre\'ent 
the prctC'ncc nf ofFence: but tJ.kc Ci\rC to ilia"., 
t'nollgh nf th e forti,":r in r( to extort from their lo\'e of 
cafc, or Ihe ir fi.'af , what you might in "ain hnpe for 

f rom .thei r jufiice or gOOll-nature . • l:l'ople in high 
Jife are hardened to the wants and diflrdlcs of man ... 

k ind , a.~ fn rgcons ar(' to "wir-bodily lx!.im: the)' fee 
and hear of tllt'm al l day Jong. alltl ~'\Tn of (0 many 
fimulated (JI1 C~ , that th~~y (10 not know which are 
rc:\l, and whidl not" Other fcntimcnts ::. re there. 

furc to be applied 10, than t hore of mere j ufi ice a.nd 
Jnunanit)'; the ir fa\"our mufi be capti\'ated by the 

fua.viJJr in m"do; their JO\"C of earl.! difiurbc:d by un ... 
wearied import uniry, o r their fcars wrought upon by 
a decent int imation of implacable, cool refentment 1 

1his is the true !ortilJr in reo This precept is the 
"only way J know in the world, of hcing lO\'cd with
out being defpifcd, and fcarel) without being hated. 

It conftitut~ the dignity of chal.aCler, which c\"ery 
wife man·muft rndcavour [0 dl:ablilb. 

Now 
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Now to apply 1Vhat ha$ been {aid, and fa can· 

't:lude. 
If you find that you ha'-e a haftinefs in your tem

per, which unguardedly breaks out into inc;ifcreet 

fa.1Iies, or rough cxpre1lions, to citht:r }~~ur fuperiors, 
Jour equals, or your inferiors, watch it narrow;.p;. 
check it carefully, anu call the j ll(J'UMr ill modo to 

your aflilb.ncc : at the firft impulfc of p3.ffion he 
filent, t ill you can be foft_ Labour eyen to get the; 
command of your countenance fa well, that thofe 

rmotions may not be fc:td in it ; a mort unfpeakable 
advantage in bufincf:.! On the other hand, let no 

complaifance, no gcntlencfs of temper, no weak dc
fire of pleating on your p .:lIt, no wheedling, coax
ing, not' flattfr~:, on other people's, 1l1J.ke ),qlf re
cede one jot (rom :mr point that rcafon and prudence 
113.\"e bid you purfue; 'but return to the charge , per
fift, ~rfe\-cre, and you will liml moft things attain
able thac are poffible_ A yielding, timid met!knef, 
;, always :l.bufed and in(ulted by the unjuft. and t he 
unfeeling I b ut, wh~n fuflained br the fortit;, ;,1 rr, 
i, 2}W3YS refpcCl:ed, commonly fllccefs(ul. In rour 
friendibips and connexions; l~ well :15 in your en
mities, 'this rule is particularly ureful; let your 
fimmef, and vigour prefen'e and invite attachments 
to ydu i but, at the fame time, Jet your manner 
biDder the enemin of your friends and dependents ' 
from becoming yours; let your enemie~ be difarmed ' 
by t"be gtntlene(sl~of your manner, btJt ,let them 

.J!d.- at the fame time, the' fteadiriefs of yOU!; juft 
.treatment; for there is great difference between 

bew, 
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be:lring malice, 'which is alwlys y,neenerous, and .. 
refalute fe1f·dcfencc, which is always prudent and 
juftiriable. In negociations with foreign minifun, 
i-en1 cmber the lortilh' in Tt; give up no point, ac. 
ccpt of no expedient, till the lItmoft necdlity re
duces you to it, and e\"en then difpute the ground 
", .::b by inch; but then, \\ hile you are camending 
with fhe minificr jor/;/(, in rt, remember to gain tbe 
man by the fuav,;t,~r in modo. If you engage his 
heart, you have a fair (h:mcc for impufing upon lIis 
underlbnding, and determining his.vill. Tell him, 
in a frank, gallant m:1.nncr, that your minificrw 

wr:mglcs do not kllcn YOllr pcrfonal reganJ for his 
merit; but that, ( In the comrarr, his 7.cal aOiI 
:tbility, in the len'jce of his n:after, increafe it: :md - . 
that, -of all things, you ddir~ tu make·a good {rirol! 

of fo good a fen'ant, , By l!ide means you may and 
will very often be 3. gainer. you. nct'er can he a lofer. 
Some people "Cannot r: tin lipan 1!lem'fl:lvc~ to be eafy 
and civil to tht:~c "",; ,0 ;)'TC either their ri\'als, com

petitors, or oppa(crs, though, ilHkpcnJrntly of 
thore accidental circumfi:lIlccs, they would lik.e and 
eftcem them. Thcy hem.), a !hynefs and an awk· 
wardners in company wilh diem, and catch at any 
little thing to exporc them; and fo, from tt"mporary 
and only occafional opponents, make them their 
,perfonal enemies. This is exceedi.ngly weak and 
. d,etrimeDtal, as, indeed, is!lli humour in bufinefs; 
which can only be carried on° fl\Ccefs(ully. by ·un
adulteratc4 good policy a!!'d right feafoning. In fuca 

fituattori' 
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fl'taation~" I would be more particularly and nolJlemtnl 
c:i"il, eafy, and frank with the mnn whofe defigns 
1 tr:1yerled; this is commonly c:lllcd generofity ane\. 
magnanimity, but is, in truth, good fenCe and 
policy. The ma~cr is oftcn :lS impQrtant as the 
matter, fometimes more fo; a [ayour may m:lkc an 

enemy, and!tn injury m:ly make a friend, :lcc(l:J1ng 
to the different manner in which they are fe'"t!rai1y 
done. The countenance, the addreCs, the words, 
the enunciation, the graces, add great efficacy to 
the /u4'Vit,:r in modD, and great dignilY to thefortiJ,ir 

i" rt i and con(l"qu('mly they tlcfcn"e the utmoft 
attention. 

From WJl:ll Ius he!'n (aid, I conclude with this 
obfervatioll, TJ1at gcntlcncf;, of m:l.Oncrs, with firm-

• nefs of mind, i "~ a fhort, but full defcription of 
human perfe8.ion, on this fide of religious and 
moral dl.lti('s. That you may be (eriouny con
.. inc('d of this 'trllth, and fun\\' it in yom life and 
con"crJation, is the moft fince rc and ardent with of 
yours! 

L'ETTER 




