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keep pace with them, know them, and adopt them 
where,-er you fi~d them. The great ufage of the 
wor1~, the knowledge of charaCters, the "brulant 
"un gaia11t homm,,, is all that you now want. Study 
Marcel and the btau monde with great application; 
but read 'Homer and Horace, only when you have 
nothing elfe to do. Pray who is u. b,Ue Madam,"'de 
Caji, whom I know you frequent? I like the epithet 
given her very wen; if {be defervesit, the deferves 
your attention too. A man of falbion ihould be' 
gallant to a fine woman, though he does not make 
love to her, or may be otherwiie engaged. On /ui 
Mit d,s ptJliltjfos, ou fait rl/og' de jes charmls, et if 
.'," tjI ni plus ni .0;1IS pour CI/a: it pleafes, it flatters; 
you get their gOO<J. word, and you lofe nothing'by 
it. Thefe gmtifJd/'1 fhould be accompanied, as ' in
deed every thing dfe fhould, with un air, fin ton de 
u.enr tI de politeJfo. Les gracts mull: be of the party, 
or it will never do; and they are fo eafily had, that 
it is aftoniiliing to me every body has them not; 
they are fooner gained than any woman of common 
reputation and decency. Purfue them but with 
care and attention. and you are fure to enjoy them 
at 1aft: without them, I am fure fOU will never 
enjoy any body elfe. You obferve, truly, that 

r. • is glllltM. it is to be hoped that will 
mend ith k ping company; and is yet pardonable 
in him, as juft come frorp fchool. But reSeCt what 

ould think of a man, who had been.IDY time 
I 

orl~l, IIDCi yet 1hould be Co awkward. For 
dwcforc, no , think of JaOthing blit 

bining, 



• 
fliining, and even diftinguitJUng yourCelf in 
moR: polite Courts, by your air, your addrefa, 
YOUf manners, your politcnefs, your aOUlt.T, your . 
graces. With more advantages (and not without 
them) ta,e my word fOf it, you will get the bett 
of all fival , i,n bufmefs as well as in ru~Jltl. Adieu. 
SLnd me your patterns by the next poft, and alfo 
your infiruaion to Grevenkop about the feal, whi4 
you fcem to have forgotten. 

LET T E R CC;LV . 
• 

Lantion, May the 16th, O. S. 17Sr. 

My DEA.R FRIEND, 

IN about three months, from this day, we 1haU 
probably meet. I look upon that moment, :u a 
young woman does upon her bridal night; I expea 
the great ft pleafure, :lnd yet cannot help feariac 
fome little m~ture of pain. My reafon bids me 
doubt a little, of what my imagination makes me 
expea. In fome articles, I am very fure, that my 
moft fanguine wifuts will not be difappointed; and 
thofe are the moil: material ones. In others, I fear 
fomething or other, which I can better feel thaA 
defcril¥.· However, I will attempt it. I fear the 
wpt of that amiable and engaging jt 1U' !fail f;'. 
which, as forne philofophers have, unintelligibl, 

enough, 
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lIblt, {aid of the fopI, inll in all, and all ~ eve" 
part; it ~ld filed its influence over every word 
and aClion. I fcar the want of that air, and fuft 
•• rJ, which fuddenly lays hold of the heart, one 

oes not know difrinCtly how oar why . • I fear an 
. cc racy, or at leaft, inelegancy of diCtion, which 

'n ro cr, and Jower, the beft and jufteft matter. 
And l.."lfrly, I fear an ungraceful, · if not an un
pleafant utterance, which would djfgrace and vilify 
the whole. Should thefe fears be at prefent founded ,. 
'et the obje&s of them are (thank God) of fuch a 

ret tha you may, if you vl~a~ " between this 
and our meeting, remoye everyone of them, All 
thefe engaging and endearing accomplifhments are 

c:chanical, and tp be acquired by care and obfer;va-
tion, as cafily turning, or any mechanical trade . . 

ammon country fell w, tak n from the plough, 
I and in ifted in an old corps, foon lays afide his 
fuullbling gair, hi !louching air, hi clumfyand 
a\ kw:ud motions; and acquirc~ h m:l.rtial air, tile 
Jcguhr motions, and the whole xercife. of the 
curp , and p:trticularly of his right and left hand 
mln. How fo? Nor .from his pa.rts; which were 
juft tI c fa.m b for as aft r he W3.S inliftcd; but 

ith r from a commendable ambition of being like, 
1l:1 J qual t thore he i to live with; or dfe from 
the fi r of being punifh d for not being fo. If then 

th or either of there motives change fuch a fel
low. in about fix months time, to fuch a d.cgree, as 
t he i not to be known again how much ftronger 
thoUld bOth thefe- moti,' 9 be with you, to acqui~, 
in the utDlOft perfection, th ... whole exercif~. of the 

people 



.. 
peopl of fa1hion, idt whom 011 are 
yo~ life! Ambition ihould ma.k you -refolve 
be at leaft their equal in that ex rife, as well as the 
fear of puniihment; which moft inevitably will at .. 
tend the Will of it. By that exercifi, I mean the 
air, the manners, the graces, and the ftyle of people 
of fafhion. A friend of yours, in a Letter I re ived 
fr m him by the lat! poft, after fom other com .. 
mendations of you, fays, II ej"ttmnll1,t, qw /'111-
fant avec tant de flliditi qu'il fait, tt aiant II gold 

oulJi fur. et atdJi dlJicat qu'ill'o, it s'erprimr: IItJtt fi 
pett d'cl/gance et de diliratdJe. 11 nlglige mtme lolalt. 
ment Ie choi des mots et Ie lournure des pbrofts. This 
I fhould not be fo much furprifed or concerned at, 
if it r lated only t the Eng1ilh la uage, which 
hitherto you hav had no op rtun ty of ftudying, 
-and but few of fpe king, at leaft to thofe who could 
correel: your inaccuracies_ But if you do not exprefs 
youdi if elegantly anti delicately in Fr neh and Ger
man (both which languages I know you po1fc f per
fctHy, and fpeak et rnally), it can be only from an 
unpardonable inattention to what you moft erro
neouOy think a little objeel:, ,though, in truth, it is 
one of the moft important of your life. olidity and 

. delicacy of thought muft be giv~n us; it cannot be 
acquired, though it may be irnpro"ed ; but elegancy 
and delicacy of expreffion may be acquired by who-

* It is furprifing, that, thinking ",-lth fa much falidity .... 
does, aDd )hfting fa rrue and re.fim-d a "tatle, he fltauld expre6 . 
blmfelf witli CQ little elegancy :lDd delicacy_ ~c "en totaflr 
Dejkai the dioic:e of words and tum of phrafea. . 
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will take the ncceifary care and paias. I 
you Jove me fa well, that you would be ftrJ' 
, wben we meet, that I filould be either dif· 

IIfJPOin*ed or mortified~ and I love you fo well, that, 
IlIftiue you 1 flwuld be both, if I 1heqld find }'Oll 

WIDI any of thoie exterK>r accomplithments which 

the jndifpenfably neceffary ftcps to that figure 
and fortune, which I fo earneftly willi you may one .y make in the ,,"odd. 

J hope you do not n~gte8: your exercifes of riding, 
~, and' dancing, but particularly the latter; 

they aU con ur to dlg,urdir, and to give a certain 
'. To ride well, is not only a proper and graceful 

complunm nt for a gentleman, but may alfo [ave 
JOU m:my a fall hereafter; to fence well, may IPof.
libly f:1\'c YOUr' life .. and to dance well, is abfollltely 
a::cetrary, in order to fit, ftand, and walk well. To 
.al you the truth, my friend, I have rome little fuf· 
plcian, th:u you now and then.n gleCl: or omit your 
,a.crcife , for more feri~s ftutlies. But now non t) 
iii 1Mts, every thing has its time; a.nd this is yours 

JOW' e -ercifes.; for, when you return to Paris, I 
ml1 propofe your continuing your dancing; which 

dlaU two years longer, if you happen to he 
here tllCre ja .a i;ood dancing-mafter. Here·, I will 

take forne ieff'on with your old mafter Def
bo is our Marcel. 

bat faY' Madame du Pin to you ? I am told file 
handfomc ftVl. I know the a fa fome few 

She has . good p:lI'tI, reading: tnaon~ 
. cJ; iUch an .,.r."~ auld be 

f :rc:ditab1e 



. 
eteditablt and adVantageou!l to you. She ill expea 
to meet,with aU the good-breeding and d Ireacy that 
{he brings; and 'as fhe is paft the glare and Idat or 
yo~th, may be the 'more willing to lift n to your 
ftory. if yo tell it well. For an attachment, I fhould 
prefer her to la petite Blot· and, for n mere alJantry, 
I fhould prefer fa petite Blot to her; fo that they are. 
confifi:ent, et l'un n'emp;,he P.1S I'autre. Adi u. Re
member la douceur tI les graces. 

LET T E R CCLVI . 
• • 

Lodon, May the 23d, O. S. 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

I HAVE this moment rece' ved your letter of the 
. 25th, N. S. and being rather fomewbat more atten

tive to my commiffions, than you are to yours, return 
you this immediate anfwet' to the queftion you aft 
me about the two piCtures: I will not give oIle, livre 
more than what I told you in my bft; hilving no 

. fort of occafion for them, and not knowing ,'ery 
well where to put them, if I had them. 

I wait with impatience f,?r your final orders aoout 
the mohairs i the mercer perfecuting me every 
for three ;i.eccs which ' I though. pretty, _ wbic 

ave kept by me eTentually, to fecute , 
, our ladicsihGuld pitch upon them. " 

o Wh 
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\Vht do you mean by your - Si j'ofois? Qo'eft 
qui vous 'empeche d'ofc:r? On ofe toujours 'qusnd 
it y a efperance de fllCCl- ; et on De perd rien a ofer, 
quand l1lcme il n'y en a pas. Un honn~te hornrpe 
{~:lit oCer, ct qUJ.nd il [au t ofe;, il ouvre ~a tranchee 
par des ravaux, des [oins, et d~s attentions; s'il n'en 
eft pa deloge d'abord il avance toujours a l'attaque 
de la place ffit:me. Apn.:s de certaines «pproches Ie 
fuce "s eft infaillible, et il n'y a que Ies nigauds qui 
en dout~nt, au qui ne Ie tentent point. Seroit-ce Ie 
cara8ere refpdtable de Madame de 1:1 Valiere qui 
,\'ous em~che d'ofcr, ou feroit-ce Ia v~rtu farouche 
de Madd.me du Pin qui vous l'eti~nt? La fageffe in
vincible de Ia belle IVladame Cafe vous decourage
t .. lle plus que fa beaut€ ne VOllS invite? Mais fi done .. . . 
So'iez convaincu que 13. femme la plus fage fe trouve 
flante, bien loin d'ctre oifenfee, par une declaration 
d'amourl fait avec politeffe, et agrement. II fepeut 

bie~ 

Tf I dur! I What filould hinder you from daring? One 81~ 
.... 11 dua, if there arc hopes of fuccefs; and if even there are 

, one jl noloCer by daring. A man of failiioD knows how, 
ed beD. to dare. He ~ins his approaches by diftant attack • 
.., didoities, .nd by :lttention.. If he is not immediately and 

1 repuJ(ed. he continues to ad''>Ince. Mtc.r certain fteps. 
Iaccef. it infallible; aucl noDe but very filly felloWi can then 

cloubt, 4lI' not attempt it. Is it the 'refpe&ble chara.ger ,".lIStIe la Vallel"C, wbich prevent a your daring i ~ are 
ttitbDidatecl at the fiace virtue of :Madame du Pin ? Doe. 
itinbleilWe 1IIOCIe&y \)f tile handCOIQII Madame Cafe di{c:oG

tIIiD Jaer beauty .ill ita ~? Fie £or aWae! 
.. ltiIIlCIed that tho IDOift irbIauI WomaD~ far ~ 
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bien qu eUe tle s y pr!tera point, c:t~ft a elite fi tIle 
W1 gout ou une paffion pour q ue1que autre; mais 
tout cas ellc nc vous en Iqaura pas mauvais gr~; d 
ftUi0n qu'il n'cft pas queftion d·orcrd~squ'n n'ya'pas 
de danger . • Mais fi elle s'y prete, fi die c.:COll~, et 
qu'elle vous permet de redoubler \'otre decla.ration, 
comptez qu'elle Ie moquera bien de VOltS fi ,'ou 

n'ofez pas tout Ie refte. Je \ 'OUS confeille de debut r 
plutat par Madame du Pin, qui a encore de 1a beautr: 

. pl~s qu'il n'cn fallt pour un jeune drole comme "ous I 
dIe a auffi du monde, de I'efprit, de 1a dclicatefi"e I 
fon age ne lui laiife pas abfolumcnt Ie chaix de fe~ 

amant et je vou r # ponds q u'elle ne rejetteroit P:1S 

les offres de YOS tr s 'humble fervices. Diftinguez 1:l 
done. par \'05 attentions, et des rega~ds tend res. Pre .. 
nez les occafions favorabl s de iui dire· a l'oreille que 

fended at a (It- lamtioo of love, i flatter d by h, if it is m:auc 

in II polil lind agrceable manllcr. It i po1lible thatlhl: mil)' nut 
, he propitious to YOllr.,-o s; that i to fay, if {he h:!s a liking or 

paffion for another pc..rfon. But, at 311 c\'ellt # the will not b~ 
difpleaii d with yon for it; fo that, (I ther ill 110 dallg/'r, lbi. 

cannot cyen be called d:lring.. But if fll aUC'nd, if fue line" , 
aud allows you to repeat Yl7Ur deciaratioll, b llerfuadcd that j( 
you do not dart." all the r fr, the will lal1gh at you, I nd"ifc),w 

• to begin mther by Madame du Plu, who has frill morc tb"D 
beauty enough for luch a youngftcr as rOll. he ha , bc1idca. 
kDOwlcdge of the world, fcofe, and delicacy. A fhe is not to 
estremc:ly young, tbe choice of her lovel· C3nllot be wtire\, a 
her option. I rromife you, fbe will not refuCe tLe tt'.nder of 
)'out moil ble fen-ices. Difiillgu'uthcr then byattwLi 
and by tender looks. T Ite favourable opportunities of whit-

, that 1011 wlth cftecm aDd friendJhip w~e the only n~ 
03 .. 
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vous voudriez bien' que ramiti6 et-l'eftime futrent ld 
euls motifs de va!! egards pour dIe, mais que del 

. 1i:ntirQens' bien plus tend res en font les veritables 
{ourees: que vous (0 Iffriez bien en les lui declarant; 
mai; que vous fouffriez encore plus en Ies lui ca
chant. 

Je fens bien qu'en Jui difant cela pour Ja premiere 
toiS" \'OUS aurez l'air aifez fat, et aifez penaud, et que 
vous Ie direz fort mal. Tant mieux, elle attribuera 
votre d6fordre a l'exccs de votre amour, au lieu de 
l'attribuer a Ia veritable caure, votre peu d'ufage dil . 
monde, furtout dans ces matit!res. En pareil cas. 
l'amvul' propre eft Ie fidele ami de l'amant. Ne 
craignez done rien, fok7,. galanthomme; parlez bien, 

on v~us eeoutera. 8i on ne VOllS eeoute pas la p,e
miere, parlez vne feeonde, une troifieme, une Hua
trieme fois; fi la place n'eft pas deja prife, fo'iez fur .., ] , 
qu a a longue elle eft prenable. 

lives of your regard for liet; but that it derives from fentimenl 
of. much more t lid nature: that you made not this declara. 
tion 'thout pain; but thal the cone iug your paffion is run 
cr,eatcr torment. 

Jam {enfibl that, in faying thi for the 11.r11: time, you will look. 
• Ally, lbalbed, and ev('n exprf fs yourfct£\ery m. So much the 

better; for; inftead of attributing your confufion to the little 
\trale you have or the world, p3rticularly in there fort of rub· 

, flIe will think that e cefa of love ia the occafion of it. In 
cafe the.lover' beft friend i felf-Iove. Do not then bo 

; behave gallantly. peak. well, and you will be heanl. 
7W Ire not liftened to the firft time, trt I fecond, I thlrd.. 

• fourth. If the plac:c k DOt already ~. dcpczui upoa 
7,be uerect. 

J 



I am ,"cry glad you are going to Or1i\ and (rom 
thence to St. Cloud; go to both, and to erfail 
alfo, often. It is that interior domeftic familjlU'ity 
with people of {aillion, that alone can give you rur." 
au mandt, ett leI manitr!s aifles. It is only with wo

men one lo\"'es, or me one ref petti, that the defire 
of p eafing exerts ltfelf; and without the de.fire of 
pleafing, no man living can pleafe. Let that defire 
be the fpring of all your \\' rds and acHons. That 
happy tale'nt, the art of pI ding, hidl fo fe do, 
though almoft all might poRe£:, is worth aU your 
learning and knowledge put togetb,er. The latter 
can never mife you high, without the former; but 
the former may c.:ury you, as it has carried thoufands, 
a. ~t way without the latter. • • 

I am glad that you dance fo well, a to be rec
koned by Marcel among his beft fcholars; go on, 
and dance better frill. n",ncing well is pleafing p' 
tanto, and makes a part of that ne~e{fary whole which 
i compafed of <J, tboufand parts, many of them I" 
infinilntnt petits quoiqu' infini1lltnt neuffairls. 

I thaU never have done llpon this fubjed, whith 
is indifpenfably neceffary towards your making IftJ 
figure Qr fortune in the world; both which I have 
fet my heart upon, and for both which }'OU now ab· 
Iolutely want no one thing but the art of pleaiDg 
and I mult not conceal from yo , that you have Aill 
a good way to go, before you arrive at it. You . 
want a th fand of thofe little aftentions that impl • 
defire 01 pleafing: YQU want a dOU&(tlr of air and· .' 
prt1Iion that ~ngages: you want an eJegancy and de
• 0 3 liacy 
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lieacy of clij)rellion, nece6"~y to adofll the beft 1i 
aqd ~ft foHd matter: in fhQrt, yopftm WlAt a.gt: 
de41 of the bri/Jant and th polio Get them at 4H¥ 
me t lacrifice hecatombs of b()()ks to them: {; elt 

(or them in ~omp3ny, and renounce yoW- clofer till 
you ha\' got them. I never received' the letter YOll 

efcr to, jf evt:r ro~ wrot~ it, Adieu; et bin joir, 
"Jw'!f i,g "cur. 

J., E T T E R eeL' n. 

Gre!!nwich, June the 6th, O. S. 17 1 t 
~ 

f 

Mv DBA-a FRIE D, 

OLICITOU and an.xious as I hav~ ever been to 
onn your heart, your mind, am} your manners i 

and to bring YQU as near perfeCtion as the imperfce
'on of our natures will allow; I have exhauftcd, ill 

the courfe of our eorrefpond nee, all that' my OW!) 

ODd could foggeft, and ha\'e borrowe~ fron) others 
MLaa:Vc:t I thought could be ufeful to you; but thj~ 

n ffarily betn iDterruptedly and by fnatches. 
is no time, and you are of an age, tp review and 

. h in your own mind all that you have Ill:tlrd. 
11 that rou ha"e r ad upon thefe fubject ; and 

fol1Jl your own charaCter, your co~dua, and 
QJlers, tor the reft of your life; allna·ing for 
pro'ftmCDts as & farther knowlcd e of the 

. world 



itt naturally you. i~ , 
ould recommend to 11 to read, with the g 

cattention, fuch books as tJut particularly t! thofe 
!obje8:s; Tefle8:ing fenouny upon them, aod'then . 
comparin8 the fpeculation with th practice. For 
example, if you read in the morning fome of • 
Rochefoucault's maxims; confider them, c:xamille 
them well, and compare them with the real charac
ters you meet with in the e,·ening. Read Ia Bruyere 
in the morning, and fee in the evening whether his 
pi8:ures are like. Study the heart and mmd of 
man, and begin with your own. Meditation anel 
reflection mull: lay the foundation of that knowledge; 
but experience and pra8:ice muft, and alone can 
complete it. Books, it is true, p . n.t out the opera
tions of the mind, the fentiments of the heart, the 
influence of the paffions; and 10 flr they are of pre
\'ious ufe: but with9ut fubfequent pr thee, cxpc .. 
rienee, and obfervation, they are a ineffectual, and 
would eyen lead you into as many err rs in fa8:, a 
a map would do, if you were to take your notions or 
the towns and provinces from their delineations jn it. 

• A man would reap very little b.enetit by hi. travet., 
jf he made them only j~ his c10fet upon a. map of the 
whole world. Next to the two books that I have 
already mentioned, I do hot know a better for you 
to read and fcrioWly reflect upon, than A,,';s a'lIIII 
}.fnt. lin Fjls par lIZ Mllr9u,jt at Lomherl. She w 

woman Qf a fuperior underftanding and knowledge 
• of the world, had alway. kept the ~ft tomplUlY •• 

folicir.ous that bel {on 1hould make ~ figure . 
o .. • fort\UIC 
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• fortune in the world, and knew better than any 
body how·to point out the means. It is very 1hort, 

"apd will take you much lefs time to read, than you 

ought to employ in reflecting upon it, after you have 
Jead it. Her [on was in the.army, 1h~ wiihed he 

might rife there; but, {he wen knew, 'tb~t, in order 
to rife, he muft firft pleafe: ihe fays to him there
fore, - iJ r Igard de ceux dont vous a/pendez, k premier 
fIItrilC e.ft d~ p/oire. And, in another place, t Dans 

. Jts ,"'pkis Juballtl nes 'ilOUS ne vous jouJentz. que par /H 

Ggrlmens. Les mailrll finl comme tes matlrejfes; que/
gUt jerr.;ju que vous Itur a",z rendu, ils ceffint de VOltS 

.il1ltr 9.uonjl vous ceJ!ez de leur plairl. This, I can 

.ffiue you, is at leaft as tru~ in Cowts as in Camps" 
and poffibly more fo. If to your merit and know-, 
ledge you add the art of pleafing, you may "Very pro. 
bably c:ome jn tim~ to be Secretary of State; but, 

ke my word for it, twice your m rit and know-
ledge, without the ~rt of pleafing, would, at moft, 
r&1£ you to the i,.porla"t pojl of Refident at Ham
burgh or Ratifbon. I need not tell you now, for I 
qft n ha\"' , and your m n difcernment m,uft. hlwe 
told you, of what n m\ crlds littl ingredients t 
art uf pleafing is compounded, and how the want of 

ilb n!gard to tlwJe upo~ wbqtn you depend~ the ('hi f 
nt to p}c:afe. 

t In f\lbeltem cmpl<'1JDtDll. tile art {)( pleafing mufi be yoqr 
'/l ~. Mafien are like mitllTfTes j 'hate cr fen'ices they 

1 in to lou", thCIJ ceak tDI: O'fC Ijta po riaN 
~~ ~ 



the leal of them lowers the whole; but the priDci 
pal ingredient is, undoubtedly J /11 MuCM dIIIU III 
w.m;~rtS t nothing will g1\"e YOll this mor.e tbaa 
k eping company with your 1upcriors. Madame 
;Lambert t 11s her fon, • qUt VQS lioifons /oitnt (If)tt till 
;trflnnu au dtjJuJ de'lJous ; par Ia 'VOIIS 'Vour .utnlt"mt. 
pu rtJPc:l et a I. ptJltteJfo: IIVtC lts ~I(,oux on (t "",ligt, 
feJP"rit s'4foupit. "She advifes him too to frequent 
thofe people, and to fee their infide; t;1 tfl
tPapprocher Its bommrs, 4t Its "oira dlcflfrl)"t, t'Q1JI& 

leur mit iu de lous Its jfH4'n.' A happy exprefiioD! It 
t as for this reafoD th8:t I have fo often advifed you 
to eftabli1h and dom<:{ticate yourfelf, wherever you 
can, in good houfes of people abo\"e you, that you 
may, ~ e their tvt,y-day charaAers, .manners, habits, . . 
&e, . One muil: fee p opIe undrelfed, to judge truly 
of their fbape; whef) they are drelfed to go abroad, 
tb ir loth s are contrived to conce~l, or at leaft 
palliate, the defeCts of it; as furl-bottomed wig. 
were' contrived for t11e Duke of Burgundy, t-o COD

~t:al his hump back. Happy thofe who have no 
faults to difguife, nor weakne1'fes to conceal! thera 
arc few, if any fuch: but unhappy thoCe, w 

Let your conneaiQllS be willl people above )'011; by that 
me3DS you will acquire a babit of refpeCt aWl polileneU.. Wi 
()ne' equals one i apt to become negligent, and the miDCI growa 
torpid. 

t In order to judge of mcp. one ~ft be intimately COD-

• ne8ed j yw (ee them "ithOUi • v U. .Del with tW:r 
ny-dar merit. 
• 
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-kDOW (0 little of the world as to judge by outward 

8ppear.1nCes. COlUts are the b~ft keys to chars.8era : 

ere .very pa.f!ioo is bMy, (very art exerted, every 
~ fader an 1 ,fed: j alonfy, e\'er watchful, not 
only difcov rs, but e:<po[cs the myfreries af the trade, 

to that even by-ftandersy apprtnn~nt a dIviner. There 
&00 the , grea art of ~lej\fing is pracbfed, taught, 
and tc:o:rneci, with ull its ~races and delicacies. It is 
be Edt thing needful there: it is the abfolutely ne

affary h~rbinger of merit and talents, let them be 
er fo great. Ther is no advancing a fiep without 

'. Let mifanthrop s and would-be phiJo[opbers dt
cl,im as much as they pleali againft the vices the 

muJation, the diffimulation of Courts: thofe in.
eti,-es l1re alwa.ys he refllit of ignorance, ill-hu

mour, or en"y. J...et them iliow m a co rage \~hClre 
her~ are not the fame "ice of which they nccufe 

rts; with this difference only, that in a Cottage 
they app ar in their native deformity, and that in 

rt., manners and good-breeding make them 1 f 
ocking, and blunt tl! ir edge. TO, be convinced 

th good-breeding, the lour/'UrI', III douftlir danl 

I ",Imi,'f1, which alone are to be 3Cq lir d ~ Courts, 
not the fhowifu trifles only W lich forne people 

1 or ink them; they are a folid go d; they pre
nt great d Al of real mifchief; they create, adorn, 

ud fi ng 11 n fri ndfhips; th y k t p hatr d within 
bour:cSs; they pro mot good-humour and hood-will 

I $, h re "be W:lOt of good-bt ctl ing and • 
MrS of mann~ rs is commonly th Qriginal caufi 
om. Get thCQ, before it is too late, an h1bit , . . ~ 
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of thcfe mit:,rtS 'Uir'trlttS: pra8ife them upon every 
the leaft occafion, that they may be cafy and fi mil" 
to you upon the gr~teft; for they lofe a ~at de-

ree of their merit if they fcern laboured, aDd only 
called in pon e, traordinary occafions. I tell you 
rtlly, this is now the only doubtful part of your 

char, eter with me; and it is for that reafon that J 
~well upon it fo much, and inculcate it fo of teD. 

J ihall foon fee whether this duubt of mine ;s faUlK\
CA; or rather J hope I !hall foon fee that it it DOt. 

Thi mOlllept l r ceive, urlettefofthe 9th, N. 
, I am forry to find that you have had, though ever Co 

flight, a return of your Carniolan diforder; and 
hope your conc1ufion will prove a true one, and that 
this ",ill be the I aft. I will fend t~ mohairs by th 
flrft opportunity. As for the piCture~. I am alread 

I 

fo full, that I:un re[oh'ed not to buy one more, unle 
by gr.ea accident I !hould meet with fomething fur· 
prifingIy good, and as furprifing}y ~heap. 

I iho'uld have thought that Lord , at his age-, 
and with hi! p:u-ts and addref$, need not have btq 
reduced to keep an opera w-e, in fuch a place as 
faris, where fo many women of fathion gencrouRy 
ferve as volunte rs. I am full more forry that he i 
in.lo\'e with her; for that will take him out of g0q4 
company, and npk him into bad; fuch as fiddler , 
pipen, and id gtnMJ omne; moft unedifying md uo
bcwming company for a man of {aibioD t 

lAdy Cbefterfield makes you thoufarul ~. 
menu. icu, my dear child . 

• 
• L T-
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LORD eHEST£RPltLD~ LETTE.~ 

LET T E R CCLVJII. 

Greenwich, June loth, O. S. 1751. 

My DEAR FlllE .on, 
\ 

OUR ladies were fo flow in giving their fpecifie 
nrders, that the mohairs, of which you at laft fent 
me the patterns, were all fold. However, to pre
"'ent farther deiays (for ladies are apt. to be very 
impatient, when at laft they know their own minds), 

ha e taken the quantities defired of three mohairs 
hieh come neareft to the defcription you rent me 

fome time ago" in Madame MonconleiJ's own hand; 
and I will fend them to alai by the firft oppor-

nity. giving kJ pelite Biot her piece, you have 
fine occafion of faying fine things, jf fo inclined. 
'~dy Her~ey, who is your puff and panegyrift, 

Pri s me word, that {he faw you lately dance at a 
) and that you dance ,'ery gent e1Iy. I am ex. 

tremely glad t h ar it; for (by the maxim, that 
,., majm {(In/intI in ft m;nUJ) , if you dance gen
te~lJy, I prcfume you walk fit, and ftand genteelly 
too; things which are much more eafy, though much 
a,ore n ceff:ny than dancing we)!. I have k.nown 
man ery g nted people, who could notdancewclh 

J nC\'er knew any body dance very well, ho 
no ~nt in 'ath r things. You 1'4\11 probably 

h vc oc fion to fumd ill circles. at'the levea 
cry necdUry 

I Itt 



• 
tk pair th fa perfo.lII, It tllirt him plantl, with your fee 
not too near rior too diftant from ~ach oth~r. Morc 
people ft~nd and walk, than fit genteelly. Awkward, 
ill-bred people, beihg afhamed, commonly. tit 
bolt upright, and ftift"; others, too negligent an 
eafy,je vu!ulrml dam ltur faul tuil, which is ungrace
ful and ill-bred, unlef! where the familiarity is ex
treme; but a man of [;lillion makes himfclf eafy. 
:lnd appears fo, by leaning gracefully, infield of loll
ing fttpinely; and by "aryin O' thore eafy attitudes in
fiead of that ftiff immobility of a bailiful booby. 
You canno con ei ve. nor can I expreli, how ad. 
vantageou a go c.l air, . gente 1 motion , and ngag
ing nc.lclrefs are, not on!y among women, but among 
men, and even i1'1 th courfe of buflnef ; they fafci
nate :the affe<!l:ions, th y fie 1 a. pre r nee, they pIli., 
,bout the h art till they ngage it. J know a man. 
nnd fo do you, \ h , without a grain of merit, kDOW

ledge, or talents, has raift:d himfclf millions of de
grees above his level, flng!y, by a good air and en
gaging manners ; infomuch that the '"ery Prince 
who raifed him fo high, calls him, mon aimablt'IJ4ul. 
ritn .. : but of this do not open your lips, po.r C4UJi. 

I give you this fecret, as the ftrongeft proof imagi
nable of the efficacy of air, addrefs, IOU/'RlIre, d 1.AlI 

us ptlilS rit!'s. 
Your other puff and panegyrift, Mr. Harte, is gone 

to Wind(or, in his way to Cornwall, in order to be 

•• The Mar~cba1 de Ric elicu. 
• 

• 
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back foon enough to meet you here : I really believe 
ht is as impatiept for th'at moment as I am, rl t'tj 
IflUl J;ll: but, llowever, notwithftanding my impa
tience, 'if, by ch3J1ce, you fhould then be in a 
fttuation, that leaving Paris would coft our neart 
too many pangs, I allow you to put off your jour
ney, and to tell me, as Feltus did Paul, at a nlorl 

ctlwtJtllient ftafon I will fp:ak 10 thee, You fee by 
this, that r eventually facrifice my fentiments to 

yours, at'ld this in a very unCOln01on object of p~
terIlI! cotnplaif:mce. Provided always, and be .it 
underftood (as they fay in Acts of Parliament) that 
9u .. It CUnique domal PenuJ, n~n erubefcendiJ IIdur':t 
igni!Jus. If your heart will let you come, bring with 
you only your valp de chatnbre Chriftian, and ),ol1r 
own footman; fnot your valet de place, whom 'you 
may difmifs for tile time, as :Ufo your coach; but 
you had beft kcep on your lodgings, the int r
mediate expence of wb' h will be but inconfidera
ble. and you will \ ant thcm to leave your books 
and baggage in. Bring only the clotbes you travel 
in, one fllit of bln k, for the mourning for the Prince 

'n not be quite out by that time, and one fuit of 
your fine clothes. two or three of your laced fuirts. 
and the reft plain on s: of other things. as b:.gsl. 

then, IS,_ as you think proper, Bring no books, 
two or three for your amufem('nt upon the 

i for we muft apply fioply to Englifh, in which 
are . certainly IlQ lfIrijll • ...and I will fuppJy you 

~1IQiC:iC-ady with the proper EnaIifil autho.... J 1hall 
probablJ 

t 
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probably keep you here till about the middle of Ck
lober, and certainly not longer; it being :ibfolutely 
necdlary fOf you to pafs the next winter at Paris.i Co 
that, . filould any fine eyes filed tears for your depar
ture, you may dry them by the promile of your re

turn in two months. 
Have you got a malt r for G orne try ? If the 

we~ther i$ ,"ery hot, you may leave your riding AI: 

the nUJ1Iig( till you return to Paris, unlefs you think 
the exercifi doe you more good than the heat c 
do.you harm; but J defire you will not le3ve 0 

Marcel for on mom ot: your fencing likewif4, 
if you ha\'c a mind, may fubfid' ~ r the fummer; 
but you will do well to refume it in til . ",iot r, 
and to b • adroit at it, bu by n m , g ~ for offi nee, 

nly fOT de~ nee ill cafe of J1ece1Jirr. G ooJ nigh. 
ours. 

P. . I fi rgo to gi'" )'01 ·one commiffion, when 
you come her ; wi iell i', not to fail bringin 
traces along wi th you, 

• • 
• LETTE 
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LET T E .R CCIJX .. 

Greenwich, JU{lC 13th, Or. S. 1751. 

My D£All. FRIEND, 

LES bien fiances - are a moil neceffary part of the 
bowl dge of the world. They confift in the rela
tions of perfons, thtngs, time, and place; gOQd 
fenfe points them out, good company Jilerfetts them 
(Cuppofing always an intention and a defire to pleafe), 
and good policy recommends them. 

Were you to converfe wi'th a King, you ought to 
be as eafy and upembarraffed as with your own valet . . . 
de champre: but yet every look, word, and aCl:ion,_ 
fhould imply the utmofr refpett. What would be 
proper. and w ll-bred with others, much your fupe
"ors, would be abfurd d ill-bred with one fo very 

eb fo. YOIJ muft wait till you are fpoken to; 
u muit r ccive, not give the [ubject of coO\'erfa-

'on; and you llll!ft e'"en take care that the gi\ren 
ft uca of filch converfation do no lead you intoan, 
ImDmm1·,cty. The art would be to carry it, if pof

t to forne indirect flattery: fuch as commend .. 
ofe virtues in rome other penon, in which that 

. ce either thinks he does, or at leaR: wo~d be 
tbOlLIPlt by othen to excel. Almoft the fame pre-

fiDcle to implies decorum, JOOCl~ aDd 

t 



cautioDS are necefi"ary to be ufed with Mini6:ers. 
Generals, &C. who expeCt to be treated with v ry 
near the fame refpeCt: 38 their mailers, ~nd cotIlmonly 
deferre it better. There is however this difference, 
that one y begin the converfation with them, if 
on their fide it 1hould happen to drop, provided one 
does not carry it to any fubjeCt upon which it is 
improper either fOT them to fp ak or be {poken to. 
In thefe two cafes, c rt:lin ttitudes arid aCtions 
wo~ld be extremely 3.bf~rd, becaufe too eafy, 
confequently difrefpecHul. As for inftance, if you 
were to put your arms acrofs in your bofom, twirl 
your fnuff-box trample with your feet, fcratcb your 
head, &c. it ,""ould be fheckingly ill-bred in that 
comp'any; and, indeed, not extre !y we11·bred in 
any other. The gr at difficulty in thofe cafes, thougb 
a very furmountabJe one by attention and c from, i 
to join perfeCt inward eafe with perfeCt outward re-
fpeCt. . 

In mixed companies with your equals (for ift 
mi. ed companies all. people are to a certain degr • 
equal) greater eafe and liberty are allowed; but they 
too have their bounds within bienfillflce. There is 
focial refpeCt neceff'ary : you may flart your own ful>
jeCt.of converfation with modefty, taking great 
however, • de lit jamlJis parler de to,.des alln$ "'·*if.,. 
aun ptlldu. Your words, gefrures, and attitude 
have a greater degree of }atit de, though by 

• • 
• ~~ masaion a rope in the family of • man 

bttn D~ 
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means an unbounded one. You may have your hands 
in your pOckets, take fnuff, fit, ftand, or occafion

any walk, as you like: but I believe you would not 

think it very bienJiant to whittle, put on yQur hat, 

loofen your garters or your buckles, lie od~wn upon 
a couch, or go to bed and welter in an eary chair. 

There are neglig nces and freedoms which one can 
only take when quite alone: they are injurious to 
fuperiors, 1hocking and offenfive to equals, brutal 
and infulting to inferiors. That canners of carriage 
anri 'behaviour, wh ieh is exce ding! y engaging, wide
ly differs from negligence and inattention, and by no 
means implies that one may do whateyer one pleafes; 
ir only means that one is not to be ftiff, formal, em
barrafi(~d, difcpltCerted, and afhamed, like country 
bumpkins, and people who have never been in'&ood 
ompany; but it requires great attention to, and a 

tcrupulous obfer\'ation of JtS hie"flanw: whatever 
one ought to do is to be done with eafe and unCOD-
em; whatever is improper muft not be done at all. 

In mixed companies alfo, different ages and fexes are 
to be differentl y addrdr d. Y o~ would not talk of 
your pI fures to men of a cerr in age, gravity, and 
dignity; they juftly e 'pea, from young people, a 
degree of deference and regard. You 1hould be full 

fy with th m as with people of your own years : 
t your manner muft be different; more refpeCt 

be implied; and it is not anlifs to infinuate, 
t frbm them you xpecc to learn. Ie.flatters and 

COIDftm •• for not bing 3ble to take a n in the 
&.ad ti r of youth. 1'0 women you 1hou'ld al

f • 
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ways addrefs yourfelf with great outward refpect and 
att ntion, whatever you feel inwardly; their {; is 
by long prefcrip~ion entitled to it; and it i among 
the duties of bit"fia"tI: at the fame time that 'refpect 
is very pr perly, and very agreeably, mixed with 
degree of tnjou£",e"t, if you have it: but then, that 
badinage muft either diredly or indirectly tend to 
their praire, and ven not be liable to a malicious 
conftruction to their difad antage. But here too, 
great attention muft be had ttJ the difference of age, 
rank, and fltu~tion. A Marichale 0.£ fifi Y rouft not 
be played with like a young coquette of fifteen: re
fpeel: and /trious enjouement, if I may couple thofe 
two wards, muft be ufed with the former, and m re 
bad(lIagt, ujll meme d'un peu de poJijfpnerie, is pardon-
able· with the latter. • 

Another important point of ieJ bien/la""s, feldom 
nough attended to, is not to run your own prefent 

humour and difpofitioo indifcriminately againft every 
body; but to obferve, conform to, and adopt their •• 
For example, if you happened to be in high good
humour, and a flow of fpirits, would you go and 
flng a pont oneuf,° or cut a caper, to la Marechale de 
Coigny, the Pop's uncio, or Abbe Sallier, or to 

• any perron of natural gravity and melancholy, or 
who at that time ihould be in grief? I believe not: 
as, on the other hand, I fuppofe, that if you were 
in low fpirits, or real grief, you would not choofe to 
bewail youl fituation with Ja ptlit.l BlfJl. If you can
not con nd your prc-fent humour an~ difpofiti~ 

• • Ballad . 
p~ 



~u.· LORD CHESTERFIELD'S LETTER. 

jingle out thofe to cOl1verfe with, who lli!ppen to be 
in the hUR10ur the neareft to )"ollr own. 

Loud laughter is extremely inconfiftent with les 
J;ienfianm, a it is only the illiberal and noify tefti
mony of the joy of the mob, at fom~ very filly 
thing. A entleman is often feen, but very feldom 
beard to laugh. othing is more contrary to Its 
bitn(.! us than horfe-play, or j eu."C de main of any 
kind whatever, and has often very ferious, fome
times "ery fatal conr, qucnces. Romping, ftruggling, 
throwing thingc; at one another's head, are the be
coming pI G ntrie of the mob, but degrade a Gen
t1 man; f,iuo 0 di mano, gilloco di villano, is a very true 
fa.) ing, 111 ng the ~ \V true fayings of the Italians. 

Penmptorin Is and de ifion in young people i . . . 
(011/1 aire aux ~ enJ!oJZ es: th y ihould feldom {eern 
to a1rcrt, and always ufe fome foftening mitigating 
xpr mon; fncb. a/if m'ejl permis de Ie. dire, je croi

nis pl1ltot, ji j'of e , 'expliqucr, wi ich foftens the man
ner, without giving up, or e\'en weakening the thing. 
People of more ng and exp ri nee exp Ct, and re 

• I 
ntltled to, that degr e of d fer nee. • 

There is a bi~lIJ..t1ncc 11 with r gard to people of 
the lowcft d~gr > ; a G ntleman bfcrves it with I i 
(ootman, ven with the begoar in the ftr~et. H.e 

nfiders tl em as bj . s of ompaffion, not of in
lult; he fpel·S to 11 ilher d'ull Jon bru!'lu-, but eor

et the one co()l},t and r ~ Its tit oth~r with hu
i y. Ther is ,1,0 on 0 :\:ion in the world, in 

ie' I&n /Jruli~ i· bl;eoming a. Gentlcm:m. In 
. tt, III .it"! an",; ar anotl r oru for nUltlllers,. and 

t extend 
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extend to (','ery part of life. They are .propriety c 
the Graces lhouJd att nd in ore! r to complete them, 
tIl Grac's enabi u' rodo, g nte lIyand pie fil)gly, 
what les biwpanus r lIire to b don at Illl. The 
I tter are obligation upon \' ry mao; the former 
are an infinite ad,- ntage and ornament- to any man. 
1-.lay you unite: both! 

Thouoh you da,)ce w Jl, do n t think tha you 
dance wdl nough, and COII(c<lllt'n I not tnd a our 
t~ce frill b tter. \od though you fhould be 

ld that you ar gen c ,f ill aim at being gentec1er. 
If larcel fhOllld, do not you be fati ii d. 0 <:n, 
court the race 11 your life- time; you will find no 
uetter ri nd' at Court: th y will fp 4l.K. in your fa
vour:, to the hearts 0 Prince, 1i' t!r, anel Mif-
r ff'es • 

• 011 that all umnltuon paffion and qui k fen fa
tions ha\'e fub£dcd with me, and that I have no tor
menting cares nor boift rous pI 'a1ur to agitate me, 
my g~eateft joy j~ to on(idcr the fair proll) cl you 
have before you, and to hop and b Ii ve you, will 
enjoy it. You are already in the world, at an age 
when others have h:mlly heard of it. Your chan~c
ter is hitherto 0 t only unbl minled in its moral part, 

• but e,en unfullied by aoy low,., dirty, and ungentle
manlike vice; and will, I hope, c ntinue fOe Your 
knowledge is found, extenfive, and avow d; efpe
cially in every thing rebtive to your defiination. 

rith fuc.h aterials to begin, wI at then is wanting ? 
"ot fortune, as you have found b. experience. You 

Jia had and !hall have, fortune fufficient to ami 
. 1 3 your 
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your merit and your induftry; and, if I c;an help it, 
you never {ball have enough to make you negligent 
of ei~her. You have too tllenJ fana in torpore fonD, the 
greateft bleffing of all. All therefore that you want 
is as much in your power ,to acquire, as fb eat your 
breakfaft when fet before you; it is only that know .. 

I ledge of the world, that elegancy of manners, that 
univerfal politenefs, and thofe graces, which keeping 
good company, and feeing variety of places and cha ... 
raders, muft inevitably, with the teaft attention an 
your part, gi"e you. Your fordgn deftination leaas 
to the greateft things, and your parliamentary fitua
tion will faciliwe your progrefs. Confider then this 
pleafing profpe8: as attentively for yourfelf, as I 
confider it for }'OO. Labour on your part to reaJife It, 
as I will on mine to affiO: and enable you to do it. 
NuDuM numtn abll jjl prudentia. 

Adieu, my dear child! I count the days till I have 
the pleafure of feeing you: I ihall foon count the 
hoUTS, and .at li1fi the min\ltes, with increafing im ... 
patience. 

. P. S. The mohair are this day gone from hence 
for Calai • recommended to the care of Madame 

orel, and dirl!d'ed, as defired, to the Comptroller 
neral. The three pieces come to flX hundred anq 
htj French li vres. 

~ETT.J£ 
I 
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LET T E R CCLX. 

Greenwich, June the 10th, O. S. 1751 •• 

1vlY DEAR FRIEND, 

SO very few people efpecially young travellers, fee 
what they fee, or hellr what th y hear, that though 
I ally b lieye it may be unnecetfary with you, y c 
there can be no harm in reminding you, from time 
to ime, to fee wh t you {i e, and to he:u Nlbat you 
hear; that is, to fee and hear as YOll fhould do. 

ri"olous futile people, wQo make at leaft three 
part~ in four of In nkind, only fire to fee and 
he:lr' what their fri olous and futile ph::curfors have 
feen and heard; as St. Peter's, the Pope, and High 
Mafs, at Rome' otre Dame, crfailles, the 
French King, and the Fr nch Comedy, in France. 
A man of parts fe s and hears very differently from 
there gendemen. and a great dell more. He ex
amines and informs himfelf thoroughly of every 
thing he fees or hears; and, more particularly, . 
it is relative to his own profeffion or deftination. 

• Your deftination is political; the objed therefore of 
your inquiries and obfervatioDS 1hould be the poli
tical interior of things; the forms of governme , 
laws, regulations, cuftoms, trade, manufadu 
&c. of the. feveral nations of Etvope. Thi. know
ledge is uch better acquired by converfarion with 

nible IDd well-informed people, than by boob, 
'P4 the 
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the heft of which upon thefe fubjetfu are alway. 

imperfeCt: For example, there are Prefent States 

of France, as there are of England; but they are 

always defeCtive, being publifhed by people unin

Jormed, who only copy one another: . they are, 

however, worth looking into; becaufe they point 

out objeCts for inquiry, which otherwife might pof

fibly ne\'cr have occurred to one's mjnd: but an 
hour's converfation with a fenfible Prlfdent, . Of 

Co1ifeiller, will ILt you more into the true ftate,.2f..tRe 

Parliament of Paris, than all the books in France. 
In the fame manner, the Almallacb Militaire is worth 

your having; but t\ 0 or three converfations with 

officers \ -ill inform you much b~tter of their military 
rt ulations. Pe9ple have, commonly, a partiality . . 
for their own profcHions, love to talk of them, and 
are ev n flattered by being onfult d upon the fub

jeCt i whenI' therefore, you are with any of thofe 
military gentlemen (and you can hardly be in any 

ompany without [orne), alk them militaryquefrions. 
lJ:tqui e into their methods of difcipline, quartering, 

anc:t cloathing their inen; inform yourfelf of their 

ply, their perquifites, leurs 111,"1"" leur, 1t.1PtJ, 
Do the fame as to the marine, and make 

OUrfelf particularly mafter of that dt'/ai/; which 
, and allvays will have, a great relation to 

Wain of England; and, in proportion as 
t gOOQ infolma iog, mak.e minutes of them in 

gulariORS of trade and commerce in France 

lIItr'Ult!ellent, appc:an but too plainly f0f. us, eby 
me 
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the great increafe of both, within there thi,", 
years; for, not to mention their e..xtenfive com
merce in both th~ E:lft and Weft-Jndi .' they 
have got the whole trad of the Levant from us; 
and now Ippl aU the foreign markets with thei( 
fugar , to the ruin aIm ft of our fugar colonies, at 
Jamaica, Barbadoe and the Leeward l1lands. Get, 
therefore, what !nformations you can of there ma.tten 
alfo. , 

Inquire too into th ir church matters; for which 
the p~efcnt difputes b tw n the Court and the 
Clergy give you fair and frequent opportunities. 
Know the particular rights of the Gallican church, 
in oppofition to the pretenfion of the See of, 
RO(I1e. I need not r comm nd . cc1efiafrical hif
tory to you, fince I hear you fru y du Pin very 
affiduoufly. 

You canno imagine how much this fotid and ufe
ful knowledge of other ountries will uiftinguifh you 
in your own (where, to fay the truth, it is very little 
known or cultivated), be fides the great ufe it is of in 
all foreign negotiations; not to mention, that it en-
ables a man to fuine in all ,companies. hen Kin 
and Princes have any knowledge, it is of this fort, 
and more p rticularly: therefore it is the ufual topic 
of their lev e converfations, in which it will qualify 
you to I;>ear a confiderable part: it brings ypu more 
acquainted with them; and they are pleafed to have 
people tal' to them on a fubject. in which they . 

Il.' • lO l"lOt • 

• , 
• 
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There is a fott of chit-chat, or fmall-tall, which 

i. the: general run of converfation at Courts, and 

in moft mixed companies. It is a fort of middling 
cODvtrfation, neither filly nor edifying; but, how

evert very necefrary for you to be mafier of. It 
turns upon the public events of Europe, and then 
i. at its beft; \'ery often upon the number, the 
goodnefs, or badnefi, the difcipline, or,the clothing 
of the troops of different Princes; fometimes upon 
the fl«l'lilic:s, the marriages, the relations of Prince,.s, 
and confiderah'le people; and fometimes for Ii bontze 
tbert, the magnificen e of public entertainment, 
balls, mafquerades, &c. I would with you to be 
able to talk upon all thefe things, better, and with 
more knowle ge, than other people; infomuch tpat, 

pon thefe occa'11ons, you fhould be applied to, 'and 
tbat people fi:ould fay, J dare fay Mr. Stanhope can 
leD us. 

,Second-rate-knowledge and middling talents carry 
a man farther at Courts, and in the bufy p:\Tt of the 
world, than fuperior knowledge and ihining parts. 
To itus "ery juft]y accounts for :l man's having 
alw 11 kept' favour, and enjoyed the beft employ
mell , under the tyrannical reigns of three or four 
f he ery orft Emperors, by faying, that it was 

JInIIn' ",... t~;l/Iillm arltlll, fttl quill por "'go/iiI 
fifr. trM. Difcr tion is the great article; all 

inp are to be Je:lr~d, and only le&rned by _.I1 •. ~;g1_ deal,of the bcft company. ( Freq~nt 
houii, here you have already a' footing, 

Ular;&rziggle yourfdf fomehow or otb r in 0 

other. • 
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other. Haunt the Courts particularly, in order to 

get that rflllti",. 
This moment I received youn of the I 8t~ N. S. 

You will have had fame time ago my final anfwers 
concemin{t the pi~ures; and, by my laft, an ac
count that the mohairs were gone to Madame Morel 
at Calais, with the proper dire~ions. . 

I am forry tha~ your two fons-in-law, the princea 
B-, are fuch boob'es; however, as ' they have 
the honour of being fa nearly related to you, I will 
fuow them wbat ci,-ilities I can. 

I confefs you have not time for long abfences 
from Pari at prefent, becaufe of your varioul 
mafiers, all which I would have you apply to clofely 
while you are now j'n that capital; hut when you . . , 
return thlther, after the vifit you Intend me the 
honour of, I do not propafe your having any 
mafier at all, . except Marcel once or twice a 
we k. And then the Courts will, I hope, be no 
long firange countries to you; for I would have 
you run down fr quently to Verfailles and St. Ooud, 
for three or four (1.1ys at a time. You know the 
Ahbe de la Ville, who will prefent you to others. 
fa that you will foon be favfill with the refl: of 

• the Court. Court is the foil in which you are to 
grow and fiouriih; you ought to be til acquaint 
with the nature of it; like all other foil, jt it- in 
fome places deeper, in other. lighter, but al 
c.apable 0' great improvement .by cultivaU 
~fCr'ence. 
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You fay that you want fome hints for a. let.ter to 
Lady Cheftedield; more ufe and knowledge of the 
world will teach you occafionally to write and talk 
genteeliy fur des rims, which I can tell you is a very 
ufeful part of worldly knowledge; for, in (orne com
panies, it would be imprudent to talk upon any thing 
eIfe, and with ,'ery many' people it is impoffible to ' 
talk of any thing elfe; they would not underftand 
yon. Adieul 

• 

LET T E R CCLXI. 
f 

London, June the 24th, 0, S. J751. 

My DEAR FlUE. D, 

A I R, addrdi, manners, and graces, are of (llch 
infinite advantage to whoever has them, an 1 pe-

iuly and effcntially necc{fary for ),ou, that now, 
IS he time of our meeting draws near, J tremble for 
fear I ihould not find 'on pOJTeifed of them; and, 
~o tell you the truth, I doubt you are not yet fuf
fi iently convinced of t~eir importance. 1 'here is, 

inft ce, our intimate friend Mr. H -, who, 
'M g merit deep knowledge, and a thoufand 

ill never ~e a figure in the world 
hy ? erely for want C'f thofe ex- ., 

~1IIIhIIlt, artd fhowHh accompli1hments, which he began 
on too) te to acquire i and hich, -with iUs 

ftudious 
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fiudiotls and philofophical turn, I believe he thinks 
nr not worth his attention. He may, ,"cry pro~
bly, make a figure in the republic of letters; but 
he had ten thoufand'times better make a figure- as a 
man of the world and of bufinefs in the republic of 

• 
the nited Provinces; which, take my wo~d for it, 
he never ill. 

As I open myu lf, with ut the leaft referve, when
ev r I think that my doing fo cnn b of. llny ufe t 
you, I \ ill giy you a fhort a c unt of myf If when 
J firft earn into tli world, whi h W 5 at the age 
Y0':l ar of now, {; th:tt (by the way) you have got 
the fiart of me in that importllnt arti Ie by two or 
three years at lean:. At nin .teen 11ft the univer
fity of Cambridge, ' [lere I was an abfolute pedant: 
when I tal d my b ft, I quoted race; when I 
aimed at being fae tiolls, ' I quoted Martia.l; and 
when I hll.u a mind to b a fine gent! man, I talked 

\ id. I wa onvine.ed that none but th aotients 
had common feof. ; that the Claffics contain d every 
thing that was either necelfafy, uu ful, or ornamen
tal to men' and [ was not withou thoughts of wear
ing the IO{a virilis of the Romans, infi:ead of the 
yulgar and illiberal drefs of the moderns. Widl 
thefe ex \lent notions, I went firft to the Hague, 
where, by the help of feyeral letters of recotn~en
dation, I \Va foon in rodl! ed IOto all the beft com
pany ; alld where I \" ry foon difcovercd, that I was , 
totally miff ken in almoft c\"ery one notion I hat1 

ntertain ~ Fortunately, I had a ftrong defire to 
plc~£ (th mixed refult f good. nature, and a ,.~ 

by 
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by no m~s blameable), and was fenfible that I had 
nothing but the denre. I therefore reCoIved, if poC
fibIe, to acquire the means too. I ftudied attentively 
and-minutely the drefs, the air, the manner, the ad
drefs, and the tum of converfation, of alJ 1J1ofe whom 
I found to be the people in fafhion, and moft gene
rally allowed to pleafe_ I imitated them as well as I 
could: If I heard that one man was reckoned re
markably genteel, I carefully watched his drefs, mo
tions, and attitudes, and formed my own upon them. 
When I hearQ of another. whofe converfatlon wa~ 
aglceable and engaging I liftened and attended to 
the turn of it. I addreffed myfelf, though de Ires 
matl1Jaift trau, to all the m~ft faihionable fi~e la
dies; confeffed, and laughed with them at my. o\,,;n 
nwkwardnefs a"'J. fawnefs, recommending myfe1f as 
an objeCt for them to try their !kill in forming. By 
~here means, and with a p ffionate defire of pleafing 
c cry body, I camt! by degret!s to pleafe (orne; and 
I can amlre you, that what little figure I have made 
in the world has been much more owing to that 
paffionate defire I bad of pleafing univerfally, than 
to any intrinfic merit, or found knowledge; I might 
,."er have been mafter of. My paffion for plcafing 
was fo ftrong (and I am very glad it was (0), that I 
own to you fairly, I wifhed to make cyery woman I 

w in love with me, and ev ry man I met with ad
mire mc. Without . this paillon for the obj Ci, I 

~d ne er ha • been fo attentive to .the means; 
own I cannot concei,-c how it is pbffible for 

n of good-nature and good.Cenfe t~ be with

..I' out 
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out this paffion. Does not good-nature incline 
to plafe all thofe we converfe with, or whatey 
rank or fution they ,may be? And does not~
fen fe, and common obfen:ation, ihow of what in
finite ufe it is to pleafe? Oh! but one may pleafc 
by the good qualicie of tlle heart, and the know
ledge of the head, without that fa~ionable air, ad
drefs, and manrer, which is mere cinG I. I deny it. 
A man may be efteemed and r fpeeled; but I defy 
him to pleafc without them. Moreorer, at your age. 
I would not have content d myfelf with barely pleaf
ing ; I wanted to iliine, and to diftinguifu myfelf in 
the world as a man of fatbion and gallantry, as weU 
as bufinefs. And that ambition, or nnity, call it 
what you pleafc, as a right one i it~vrt nobody, and 
mad~ me exert whatc\'cr talents I had. It is the fpring 
of a thoufand right and good things. 

r was talking you over the other day with one very 
much your friend, and who had oftcn been with 
you, both a Pads and in Italy. Among the innu .. 
merahle queftions, which you may be fure I , a1kcd 
him concerning you, I happeo~d to mention your 
drefs (for, to fay the truth, it was the only thing 
of which I thought him a competent judge); upon 

. which he faid, that you drelfed tolerably well at Pa. 
ris; but that in Italy you dreffed fo ill, that he ufed 
to joke with you upon it, and e\'cn to tear y0\olf 
clothes. !\ow, I mufr tell you, that at your age it 
i, as ridic laus not to be ,'ery welt dreffed, as at my 

it would be, if I were to vear 11 white feather aacl 
~ 
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red-heeJed 1hoeS. Drefs is one of the various ingre .. 
clients that contribute to the art of pleafing; it pleafes 
the eyes at leaft, and more efpecial1y of women. 
Addrefs yourfelf to the fenfes, if you would pleafe ; 
dazzle the eyes, footh and flatter the ears of man
kind; engage their hearts, and let their reafon do 
its worft againft you. Suavit?r in modo is the great 
fecret. Whenever you' find yourfelf engaged in
fenfibly in favour of any body of no fuperior merit 
nor diftinguiilied talents, examine, and fee what it 
is that 'has made thofe impreffions upon you: you 

ill find it to be that douccur, that gentl nefs of 
In:lIlners, that air and addrefs, which I have fo often 
recommend d to y u, and from thence draw this 
obvious concluJi n, That what pleafes you in t~em, 
will pleafe others in you; for we are aU made of the 
fame clay, though fome of the lumps are a little 
finer, and fome a little coarfer; but, in general, the 

ret1: way to judge of oth r5 is to examine and ana
Jyfe onc' [elf thoroughly. When we meet, I -will 
dift you in that analy-fis, in which every man wants 
lOme affi1tance againft'his own £ If-love. Adieu . 

• 
LETTE 

{ 
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. 
Greenwich June the 30th O. S. 1751 • 
• 

My DEAR F.lUEND, ~ 

PRAY give the enclofed to our friend the Abb~ ; 
it is to congratulate him upon l1is Canonical, which I 
am really very glad of and I hope it will fatten him 
up to ,Boileau's Chanoin(; at pr fent he is as meagre 
as an Apoftle or a Prophet. By the w~y, has he 
ever introduced you to la Ducheffi d'Aiguillon? If 
he has not, make him prefent you; and if he has, 
frequent her, and make her many" compliments (rom 
m.e~ She has uncommon fenfe an j.nowledge, for a 
woman, and her houfe is the refort of one fet of /IS 

["nux tjprits. It is a fa.tisfa~jon and.a fort of credit 
to be acquaInted ~ ith thofe gentlemen · and it puts 
a young fellow in fafh~on. A propos de beaux ifpritl; 
have you Its entries at Lady Sandwich1s; who, old as 
4fue was, when r faw her 1aft, bad the ftrongefr parts 
of :llly woman I ever knew in my life? If you are 
not acquainted with her, ither the Duchefs d'Ai
guillon or Lady Hervey can, and 1 dare fay will in
troduce ),ou. I can a/fure you, it is very w 11 worth 
your wbile, both upon her own account, and for the 
,Cake of the people of wit and learning who frequent 
,her. In {uch companies there is always fomethir.g 
to be tned, as well as mann rs: the converfation 

upon fomething above tr~tles; fome point of 
OL III Q literature, 
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literature, criticifm, hiftory, Elt. is difcu1red,.urn 
ingtnuity. and good manners; for I muft do the 
French people of learningjuftice ; they are not bears, 
IS mofi' of ours are: they are gentlemen. 

Our Abb6 writes me word that you were gone to 
Compiegne; I ~m very glad of it; other Courts muil 
(arm you for your. own. He tells me too, that you 
hare left off riding at the manege; I have no objec
tion to that, it takes up a great deal of the morning; 
and if you have got a genteel and firm feat on horfe
back, it is enough for Y';lU, now that tilts a!ld tour
J\wlDts are laid afide. I fuppofe you have hunted at 
Compiegne, The King's hunting there, I am told, 
i. & fine fight. The r nch manner of hunting is 
gentleman-like; ours is only for bumpk.ins and b0o
bies. The pO(1i" -beaih. here are purfued and ( run ' 
down by much greater beath than themfelves; and 
the true Britifh fox-hunter is moft undoubtedly a 
{pecies appropriated and peculiar to this country, 
which no other part of the globe produces. 

hope you apply the time you have faved from the 
riding-houfe to u£'ful more than to learned purpores; 
for I can affure you they are very different thingsw 
I would 11a. e you allow but one hour a day for 

reek; and that more to keep what you have, than . -increafe It: by Greek, I mean ufeful Greek 
DUf;~ {ueh as Demofthenes, Thucydides, &k and 
DOt th potts, with whom you arc already CROUgh 

quaintcd. Your Loltm will take care of itfelf. 
r more time you have for ~iflog, pnt7 

it upon thbLi boob which arc ~ecIiat.! 

• 
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in the modern languages, memoirs, anecdot 5, let. 
ter~, negotiations, &e. Collea alfo, if you can, 
authentically the piefent fiatt: of all the court and. 
countries iJt Europe, the chara8:ers of the Kings and 
Princes, their wives, their minifrers, and their w-s, 
their feveral iews, conneCtions, and interdh; the 
fiate of their finances, their military force, their 
track, manuf: 8:ures, and commerce. This is th 
ufeful, the neceifary knowledge. for you, and in dec 
for ev~ry gentleman. But. with al. this, remember 
that living books are much better than dead ones; 
and throwaway no time (for it is thrown away) with 
the latter which you can employ well with the for
mer; for books muft now b only your :unufemen . 
but by no means your bufinef.'l. t had much rather 
that you were paffionately in love with fome deter
mined coquette of condition (who would lead YOJ 
a dance, failiioh, fupple, and poliih you), than tha.: 
you knew all Plato and Ariftotle by heart: aR hour 
at Verfailles, Compiegne, or St. Cloud, is now wo 
more to you than thr e hours in your clofet, with tilt 
heft books that ever were written. , 

I hear the difpute between the Court and tM 
Clergy is made up amicably; both parties ha 
yielded fomething; the King being afraid of 
Plore of his fgul, and the Clergy more of their re
venue. Thofe gentlemen are vere 1kilful in ~ 
the mefi: of the "ices and the w.eakne1fes of the ,"'1. 
J hope ou have read and infotmed yO\lrfelf iuJ 

cry ~ rdative to that draa; it is a lIarf . 
. Q 2 . • por\'&Ilt 




