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liked in thore"places, as too fe ere, if not fmoothed 
aM introduced by th graces; but of thefe graces, 
of this neceffary beau" ernis, it [eems, there are frill 
que/qua cuuclnqM'manqumt. Now, pray let me aflc 
you, coolfy and feriouny, pourquoi ttl couches ",011-

'luent-elles' For you may as e Jly take them, as 
you may wear more or leu powder in your hair, 
more or lefs lace upon yo r coat. I an.' therefore, 
ac ount for your wanting them no oth r way in the 
world, than from your not being yet ollvin d of 
their full 'Valu. You have hard fome Engli1h 
bucks fay, "Damn there unical ou landith air, 
" gi e me a manly, r [olute manner. Th y make 
" a rout with their graces and talk like a parcel of 
" dancing-mafter, and dref: lik a puree1 of ops; 
" one good Engliibman wiIJ beat three of them" 
Bu let your own obfervation undeceive you of there 
prejudice . I will give you ' on inftan e only, in
fte d of an hundred th~t 1 ould gi\'c you, of a 
, 'ery fuining fortune and figure, raifi upon no 
other ~ undation whatf ver, than that of adorefs, 
mann r , and graces. B h cen you and me «(or 
this xample muft go no farth r) what do y u think 
m:lde our friend, Lord A· .... colonel of a 
regiment of guards, GO\r rnor of Virginia, Groom 

f the Stole, and Embaffador to Pari ; amounting 
in all to fixteen or fi ventecn tho~fand pounds a yearl 
\Vas it his ilirth? No, a Dut h ntleman only. 
Was it hjs eftate ? 0, he Ind· none. Was it his· 
learning, his pam, his politi al abilities and appli-

·.cation ? You em anfwer thefe qucftions as eafily. 
and 
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and ai foon, as 1 can aik them. What was it then? 
Many p ople 'ondered, but I do not; for I kno.J, 

, and will .. tell you. It was his air, hi addrefs, hi, 
manners, and his graces. He pleafed, and by 
pleafing became a favourite; and by becoming a 
fa\'ourite became ~1l tha~he has been fioee. ShoW' 
me anyone inftancc, where intrinfic worth and 
merit, unaffifted by exterior accomplifhments, IHt\'e 

raifed any man fo high. You know the Duc de 
Ricllelicu, now Mar/chal, COl don bfeu, Gellttlhr;112mt 

lie Ja (/ulmvrc, twice EmbaiI'ad r, &c. By what 
mnns? Not by the purity f his chara er, the 
depth of his knowledge, or any uncommon pene
tration and fagacity. omen alone formed and 
T. iCed him. The Dutchefs of Burgundy took 11 

fan y to him, and haJ him before he was fixtet"n 
years old; tlli put him in fafhion among the b"tlU 
1Tlondt: and the late Reg nt's eldeft daughter, now 
lvt'dame de MIld ne, took him next, and was near • 
marrying him. Th ~ e rly connexions ""ith WOI etl 

f ule firft ifii Ction g him tho~ manners, 
race , and adelr [5, which y u fee h has; :lDd 
hich, len airure yoP, are all that he h", ; for 

fuip him of them, and, hc will b oDe of the poore(l: 
men in .urope. Man or woman cannot reLift an 
engaging c. tcrior; it \: ill pleaCe, it will make it 

Oll want, it {i em but qutlquu (Ollc/US; for 
J lofe no tim in g tting the ; and now 

,h 'c go fo·far, complet the work. Think 
noiliing cIte till that work is finilhed: u an d 

. 00 will bring about y thing; and fur 1~~ 



. 
your application C:In never fo wen employ 
as upon that objeCt, which is abfolutdy h eifaJY 

to' C cilitate all others. 'ith your knowledge and 

part, if adorned ,by rn nners and graces, h 
rna you not hope one day to be? But without 
them, y u ",ill be in the iituation of a r.')an who 
would be 'ery fie t of 0 1 g,. but · very lame at 
the other. H coull not nm, th.: lame J g would 

check and c1 g th \ ell one whic.h would be very 
near uft 1 11. 

From my original plan for your educ:ltlon, I 
m ant to m k you tm h011l1llc ullivcrft'; what de-. 

OIl d upon me j e cuted, the little that r mains 
undone d pend tingly upon you. Do not tben dif-, 
app int, wll nyu can a lly ratify me. It is 
your own int refl. which I am pr mg YOll to purfue, 
and it is the onl return that I <l fire for aU the care 
and ~ffeCl:ion of, OUI. 

LET T E R CCLX X . 
• 

London, May the 31ft, O. S. I75~. 

ify DEAn FRIR D, 

THE wo d is the ook, and tl e only one to which, 
at prefent~ I wpuld h \" :ou a ply rourfelf; and 
the tW¥ough knowledge of it will be of more uf.c co 

. l ' . )' 
• 
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you, '. than aU the books that ever were reacI. Lay 
afide the heft book whenever you can go into the 
heft company; and, depend upon it, you change 

. for the Q~tter. However, as the moft tumultuous 
life, whether of bufinefs or pleafure, leaves fome 
ncant moments every day, in which a 11'ook is the 

tefuge' of a Fation~l beint:, I mean now to point out 
to you the method of employing thofe moments 
(which will and ought to be but few) in the moft 

advantageous manner. Throwaway none of your 
time upon thofe trivial futile books, publi1hed by 
idle or neceffitous authors, for the amufement of 
idle and ignorant readers: fuch fort of books fwarm 
and buzz about one every day; flap them away; 
they have no fting. CerIum ptle finem; have fome 
one objeCt for th()fe Idfure moments, and purfue 
that objeCt invariably till you have attained it; and 
then take [orne other. For inftance, confidering 
your deftination, I would advife you to fingle out 
the moil: remarkable and interefting rer~ of modern 
hiftory~ and confine all your reading to that tJ!ra. 

If you pitch upon the Tr6iy of Munfter (and that 
i the proper period to begin with, in the courfe 
which I atn now r("commending) do not interrupt it. 
by dipping and devia,:ng into other books, unre
)~rive to it: but confult only the moil: authentic 
hiftories, letters, memoir, and negotiations, relatire 
to that great tranfaetion; reading and comparin 
hem, ith all that caution and diftru1t,which Lor 

lingbroke r commends to you, in .a better manner 
in. «tter ords, than 1 can. The nex~.JlFriod 
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worth your particular knowledge, is the treaty 
the Pyrenees; which w s ca1cula cd t lay, a.nd ill 
effi a did lay, the foundation of the fuce mon of 
the Houfi of Bourbon to the Crown of 6pain.. Pur
fue that in the fame mann r fingling, out of the 

• 
million of volume ~ ritten upon that c a11 n, the • • 
two or thri"e moft auth ntlc on , and particularly 
lett rs, which are the beft ; uthorities n matter of 
negocl3tlOn. ext come the Trea ies f Nimeguen 
and Ryfwick, poftfcripts in a mann-r t thoLe of 
Munft rand th Pyr nees. Thoi two tranfaCljons 
have had great light thr wn upon th m by the pub
lication of many authentic and originalletters and 
pi ce. The conceffion made at I h Treaty . of 
Ryf, ick, by the then triumphant Le i tIle XI th, 
aftoni!hed all thofe who vie d things nIy fuper
fici 11y· bu~, I fhould think, muO: ha.,'e bc:en eafily 
accounted for by thofe who kn tI ' te of the 
kingdom of Spain, as well as of the I ealth of i s 
King, harles the IIJ,. at tl at time. The inrerul 
between tb onclunon .~f the peace of Ryfwick, 
and tbe bre king-out of the great war in I i02., 

though a. iliort, i a mofr intereftiof! on~. E\ery 
week of it almoll: produced {i me reat e,'ent. Two ' 
Partition Treaties, the death- of the King of Spain, 
his unex~Cled "Vill, and the acceptance of it by 
Lewis the XIVth, in iolarion of the fecond treaty 
f Partition, juft figned and ratIfied by him: Philip 

the'th q ietly and chearfully rcceil'cd in Spain, 
and ackllOw]ed cd as King of it: by moft of thofe 
Po '!; who aft m"ards joined in an alliance to "~ 

I.'. • d.ro~ 
• , 
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throne him. 1 cannot help making this obfet,atiot1 
upon that occafion; That charaCter has often mote 
to do in great tran[aetions, than prudence and found 
policy, ,: 'for L~wia the XIVth gr tified his per[onaJ. 
pride, by giving a Bourbon King to Spai,p, at the 
expence 0: t~e true inter J!. of France; which would 
have acquired much more folid and permanent 
ftrength hy the aclclitiov. of Naples, Sicily, and Lor4 

rai,ne, llpon the foot 9f the fecond Partition Treaty; 
Ilnd I think it was fortunate for Europe that he pre
ferred the Will. It is true, he might hope to influ
~nce his grandion; but he could n ver expect that 
llis Bourbon pofterity in Fra.nce ihould influence his 
Bourbon pofterity in Spain; he knew too wen how 
w ak the ties of blood are among men, and how 

. l , 

much weaker frill they are among Princes. The 
Memoirs of Count Harrach, and of ' LilS Torres, 
give a good deal of light into the tranfactions of the 
Court of Spain, previous to tbe death of that weak 
King; and the letters of til Marechal d'Harcourt, 
th n the French Emba«ad~. in Spain, of which I 
have authentic copies in rnanu(cript, from the 

ear 1698 to qOI, have cleared up that whole affair 
to me. I keep that b~k for you. It appears by 
thofe lett rs, that the imprudent cooauet of the 
Houfe o( Auftria, with regard to the King and 

ueen of Spain, and Madame Berlips, her favourite, 
ogether with the knowledge of the Partition Treaty, 
hicb jncenf~d all Spain, were the tn~ and only 

lelbi. of the Will in favour of the Duke of At you • ... 
walF04IDal Portocarr ro, nor ~ny of the Gr~ees, 

were<' 



T.O HIS SO 

were bribed by France,> a was generally reported 
ancJ. b lie,'ed at that time; ,·hi h onfirms Voltaire'!! . 
anecd te up n that fubje t. Th n p ns a n v fcene 
and a n w c ntuqr: Lewi the XIVth' good fo~tune 
forfake him, till le Duke of 'Iarlborough and 
Prine Eugene mak him n. ntl or all~h mifebief 
they had don him, br making the Allies refufe 
the term of pta frer d y him at Gertruyden .. 
berg. How the difa t"untag us a 'e uf Utrecht 

:lft r ards brought on, ou have lat ly read; 
and you nnhOl inform y ud If t 0 minut ly of all 
thofe cir umftance tb t treaty being the freihcft 
ouree, from \J hen e the late tranCaetions of Europe 

ha e flo ed. The alteration which have finee 
happ ned, .. heth r . y war or tren' ,are fo recent, 
that aU the written accounts r to be h lped out, 
proved, or contr di ed by the oral ones of almoft 
every in£ rmed perfon of a rain age or rank in 
life. For th faets, dates, and original pieces of 
this century, you will find them in Lamberti, till 
the year 17 IS; and aft ~ that time in ROllffefs 
Re tid/. 

I do not m an that TOU 1bould plod llOUrs toge
ther in refearches of this kind . no, you may employ 
your time more ufefully: but I meao, that YQu 
thould make the moft of the moments you do em
ploy, by method, and the purfui of one fingle ob .. 
jed: at a tim ; nor 1bould I call it a digreffioll from 
that objea, if, ,!,hen you meet ith cla1bing and • 
j&l'ring ,.wtenfions of different PriDcel to the fame 

OL ... m. • Y dHtt,,_ 
~.. ~ 

• 
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thing, you ·had immediately recourfc to otherboob, 
in which thofe fevera} pretenfioDs were clearly fiatied . 

on the wntrary, that ie the only way of remembering 
thofe contefied rights and claims: for, were a man 
to read louIe de fuile ~ Schwederul s Cf'beatnm Priten
fionum, he Tlould

f
only ~ confounded by the variety, 

and remember none of them; whereas, by examin
ing them occafionally, as they happen to occur, 
either in the courfe of your hiftorical reading, or as 
they are agitated in your own times, you will retain 
them, by conneCl:ing them with thofe hiftorical faCts 
which occafioned your enquiry. For example, had 
you read, in the courfe of two or three folios of Pre
tcnfions, thofe, among others, of the two kings of 

ngland and Pruffia. to Oft Frife, it is impoffihle 
that you fhould have remembered them; but now, 
that th y are become the debated objeCt at the Dyet 
at Ratiibon, and the topic of all political converfa
tions, ;f you confuIt both books and perfons con
cerning them anu inform" yourfelf thoroughly, you 
will ne,'er forget them as ng as you live. You will 
hear a great deal of them on one fide, at Hanover; 
and as much on the other fide, afterwards, at Berlin: 
hear·both fides, and form your own opinion; but dif
pute with neither. 

Letters from foreign Minifters to their Courts, and 
from their Courts to them, are, if genuine, the heft 
• moft authentic records you cant read, as far as 
they~. Cardinal d'Oi'at'l, Prcfident Jeanin'., 

~ 

UJj;ftr.' Sir illiam Temple'., will ~ot.ooIy in-
"i~ form 
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Corm your mind, but fconn your ftyle; which. in 
'letters of bufinefs, ihould be very plain and fimple, 
bu't, at the fame time, exceedingly clear, -corrcd, 
and pure. . 

All that -I hav.e faid mav be r duced to there two 
or three plain principles J 1 ,Th youefuould now 
.read very little, but converfe a great deal: 2dly, To 
read no ufelefs, unprofitable booKs; and, 3dly, That 
thofe which you do ~ead may U tend to a certain 
objeCt, and be relative to, and confequential of, each 
other: In this method, half an hour's reading every 
day will carry you a great way. People feldom 
know how to employ their time to the beft advan
tage, till they have tOO little left to employ; but if, • 
at your age, in the beginning of liti, people would 

. but confider the ,'alue of it, and put every moment to 
intereft, it is incredible what an additional fund of 
knowledge and pleafure {uch an reconomy would 
bring in. I 100 b ck with regret upon that large 
fum or time, which, in my youth, I lavifhed away 
idly, without either imprc¢ement or pleafure. Ta.ke 
warning betimes, and enjoy every mom nt; pleafures 
do not commonly laft fo long as life, and therefore 
fhould not be negleded; and Mle long~ft life is too 

. fhort for knowledge, confequentlyevery moment is 
precious. 

t am furprifed at baving received no letter f'rom 
you flnce you left Paris. I frill direa this to Straf
burgh, as I did mt two laft. l 'fltalJ, direa my nen 
to the poft;boufc at Ma'icnce, un! fs I receive, in the 

.{ 0. )r-"'" l' ~ meall 

• 
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mean time, contrary inftrutlions from you. Adieu I 
l~ emember /u attentions: they mufi: be your paffP'!nt 
into .good company. 

LET T E R CCLXXXI. 

London, June, O. S. 17f~. 

My DEAR. FUEND, 

V ERY few celebrated negotiators have been emi
nent for their l£!arning. The moft famous French 
negotiators (and I know no nation that can boaft of 
abler) have been military men, as Monfieur d'Har
court, Comte d'Eftrades, Marechal d'Uxelles, and 
others. The late Duke of Marlborough, who was 
at leaft as able a negotiator as a. general, was ex
ceedingly ignor!lnt of b oks, but extremely knowing 
in men; whereas the learned Grotius appeared, both . 
in Sweden and in France, to be a. very bungling 
minifter. This is, in my opinion, very eafily to be 
accounted for. A man of very deep learning muft , 
ha,'e employed the greateft part of his time in books; 
and a fk.ilful.negotiator muft neceffarily have em
ployed much the greateft part of his time with man. 
The found fcholar, when dragged o\lt of his dufty 

• .clo(et into bufinefs, acts by brok, and deals with 
men as he has read of them; not as he: lw known 

, th,aa 
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them by experience: he folIo,,' partan and Roman 
pl'(Cedents, in what he falfely imagin to be fimil 
cates; whereas two cafe never were finc~. the be .... 
ginnin of the world ex Iy alike: nd he would 
be capabl , where h thou ht fpirit and vigour ne-
celfary to draw a cil' le ro d th perti he treate 

ith, and to infift upon a cate orrcal anfwer b fore 
they w n out ()f it, b c. ufe he had read, in the 
Roman biftory, that orlce upon a time fome Roman 
embalfador did fo. o' a cert in df'gree of learn ... 
ing may hlp, but no degr e of 1 arning will et 
make a fltilful minifrer: wber, a great knowledge 
of tbe world of the charaClers, pn.ffions, and habits 
of mankind, has, without one r in of learning, 
mad :l thoufand. Military men ave feidom much 
knowledge of book ; their ducation d ' not allow 
it; but what make great amends for that want is, 
that they generally know a great deal of the ~ orId; 
they are thrown into it young; they fee variety of 
nations and charaClers ; ·and tbey foon find, that to 
riti t which is the aim l them all, they muft firft: 
pleafe: thefe conClUTe'nt caufes a]mofr always give 
them maDOefl and polit ne s. In confequtnce of 
which, you fee them always iftinguiihed at Courts, 
and favoured by the women. I could wiili that 
you had been of an age to have made a. campaigD 
or two as a olunteer. It would have given you all 

attention, ~ verfatllity, and an alenncf.; aU which 
I doubt you want, and a great Wtnt it it. 

• 
• Y3 Aforciso 

• ./.-• • 
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A foreign minifter has not great bufine(s t(>tr&nf
ad ev~ry day; fo that his know.Cedge and his 1\iU 
in negottating are not frequently put to the trial: 
but he has that to do every day, and every hour of 
the day, ~'hich is neceffary to prepare and fmooth 

e way for .his bufinefs.; that ls, to infihua him
felf by his manne:S, not only into the houfes, but 
into the confidence of the moft confiderabJe people 
of that .place; to contribute to their plea{ures, and 
infenfibly not to be looked upon as a ftrangd him
felf. A 1kilful minifrer may very poffibJ ' be doing 
his mafter's bufinefs full as well. in doing the honours 
gracefully od genteelly of a. ball or a fupper, as if 
he were laborioully writing a protocol in his clofet. 
The Man~chal de. Harcourt, by his magnificence, 
his manners, and his politenefs, blunted the edge of 
the long averfion which the Spaniards had to the 
French. The Court and the Grandees were perfo.
nally fond of him, and frequented his houfe; and 
were at laft infenfibly brought to prefer a French to 
a German yoke; whi h, Iall1convinced,would never 
have happened had Comte d'Harrach been Marecha! 
d'Ha rourt, or the Marecha} d'Hareoun Comte 
d'Harrach. The Comte d'EftI"cldes had, by fts mo • 
.urtJ pel IS It hantes, formed fuch conneti:ions, and 
pined tuch an intereft in the republic of the Unite<1 
Pl'O\oilK't's, that Monfieur de Witt, the th~n Pen
fioiwy of HoUand, often applies to birll to ufe his 

• iDtereft with his ~nds, both in Holland aad the 
r provinces, whenever he (De ~ itt) hap. dif.. 

ficult • 

( 
( 

• 
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ficult pOint which be wanted to carry. This as 
ce~fajnly not brought about by bis knowledge of 
bobks, but of men: dancing, fencing, and riding, 
with a little military architedure, were no d~ubt the 
top of his education; and, if he kn that cDlltgium, 
in Latin, figni6ed col/tgl ~ F nch, il muft havo 
been by accident. But he knew at was more ufe
ful: from thirteen years old he had been in the great 
'World, and had read men and women fo long, tlut he 
could then read them at fight. 

Talking, the other day, upon th{S and other fub
j as, all relative to you, with one who knows and 
loves you very well, and expreffing my anxiety and 
wiihes that your ext rior accompJifhnlents, as a man 
of fafhion, might adorn, and at liaft equal your in
trinfic merit as a man of fenCe and honour; the per
fon interrupted me, and faid, Set your heart at reft; 

. that never will nor an happ n. It is not in charac
ter; that gentlenefs, that douceur, th fe attentions, 
which you wiih him to·ha\, , are not in his nature ; 
and do what you will, na(, let him do what he will, 
be never can acquire them. Nature may be a little 
difguifed and altered by care; but can by no means 
whatfoever be totally forced and changed. I deni 
this principle to a certain egree; but admitting, 
howevet, that in many refpeets our nature waS not to 
be changed; and afferting, at the fame time, that 
in others it might by care be very much alter d IIl1d 
improved, to as in truth to be changed; that I took 

• thClfe exterior complifhments, which we had been . " 

talking" of, to be mere modes, and abfolute1y de-

• • y 4- pendinl 
• 
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pending upon the will, and upon cuftom; and 

that, therefore, I was convinced that your go.od 

fen fe, which muft fhew you the importance of thein, 

woul~ make you refolve at all events to acquire 

them, e\'en in fpite of Hature, if natureo, be in the 

cafe; our difpute, which .. lafted a great while, ended, 
as Voltaire Q ferv~ that difputes in England are apt 

to do, in a wager of fifty guineas; which I m}'felf 
am to decide upon honour, and of whic this js a 

faithful copy. If you think I fhall win it, you may 

go my halves if you pleafe; declare yourfelf in time. 
This I d\jdare, that I would moft chearfully give .. 

houfand guineas to win thofe fifty: you may fecurc 

them me if you pleafe. 

I grow very im~atient for your future letters from 
the {i veral Courts of Manheim, Bonn, Hanover, &c. 

&c. And I defire that your I tters may be to me, 
what 1 do not d fire they ihould be to any body eIfe; • 

I m an, full of YOllr~ If. Let the egotifm, a fig\lr~ 
which upon all other occafions 1 d tefl:, be your 
only one to m. Trifle at con ern YOll aT not 
rifles to me; and my knowl dge of them may pof. 

fIbl be urdul t you. Adieu,-L,s gra~ls, /If 
l s grll~ts. 

, C' 

LETT 
f 

I 
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. LET T E R CCLXXXII • . ' 
• London, June the 23d, O. S. 1752. 

• • My DEAR FRlE 'D, • 

I DIRECT this letter to aienee, where I think it 
i likely to m~et you, fuppofin , .as I do, that 
you ftaid three v.e ks a( lanh6m after the date 
of your laft from thence' but fhould you ha c 
fiai d longer at fanheim, to which 1 have no obj~c
tion, it will wait for you at Ma'ience, Maience 

ill not~ I believe, have harms to detain you 
abo e a we k; fa that I reckon ou will be at Bonn 
2t the end of July, . S, There you may fray juft 
as little or as long 11 yQU pI afe, and then proceed 

• to Hanm'er. ' 
I had a lett r by the }all poft from a relation of 

mine at H anover, Mr. Stanhope Afpinwall, who is 
in the Duke of Newca1}4'e's office, and has lately 

en appointed the ing's Minifter to the Dey of 
Algier ; a poft whi h, notwithftanding your view 
()i foreign affairs I believe you do not envy him. 
H t lis me in that 1 tter, t~ere are very good lodg
mgs to be had at one Mrs. Meiers', the next dour 
to tl e Duke of Newcaftl '5, which he offers to tako 
for yO\1: I have d fired him to do it, in cafe Mrs. 
Meyers w 1 wait for you till the latter end of Au .. 
lui', or the ginning of pteinber, N. S. which, 
1 (up#c:, ii about the time wb n you will be at 

~ •• Hanover • 
• 
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Hanover. You will find this Mr. Afpinwall of 
great ufe to you there. He will exert himfe1f to t~ 
utmoft t<? .ferve you; he has been twice or thrice it 
Hanov.er, and knows all the alMres there. : he is 
very well \~ith the Duke of Newcaftle, cand will 
puff you theri' Moreovf(l', if you have a mind to 
work as a volunteer in that hureau, he will affift and 
infoml you. In ihort, he is a very honeft, fenfible, 
a d informed man; 111ail ne pnie pas beauc()up de fa 
figure; it abuft me",e du privillge qu'MI les hommts 
d'etre laids; It il ne fera pas en refie, avu les Lions 
Illes LeoparJs 'lu'Ulrouvera a Alger. 

As you are entirely mafter of the time when you 
will leave Bonn, and go to Hanover, fo are you 
mafter to fray at Hfnover as long as you pleafe, and 
to go from thence where you pleafe; provided that 
at Chriftmas you are at Berlin, for the beginning of 
the Carni al: this I would not have you fay at Ha
nover, confidering the mutual difpofition of tbofe 
two courts: but when any bddy aiks you where you 
are to go ne_ t, fay, that u propofe rambling in 
Germany, t Brunfwick 31fel, f!jt. till the next . 
{pring; when you intend to be in Flanders, in your 
way to England. I tak~ Berlin, at this time, to be 
thc liteft, the mQft fhining, and the moft ufeful 
Court in Europ~, for a young fellow to be at: and 
th refare I wo tld upon no account not havc you 
·th re, for at knft a coup1c of months of the Carni-

• If you are as well received, and pafs' your time 
nt, at Bonn as'I b lic\"e you wi1'J, I would ad-

• . iCe 101 to r main there till about the soth of Au-
c • 

guft, f 
( 
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. S.· in four da)"~ more you ill be at Hano
r. A for your filly herlt. it muft be fharter r 
ger, ac ordin("f' to certain circumft~ce9. 'fDUcb ,eu 

ImfrQ of; fupponng them at the beft, then ftay till 
wi hin a· ", ek or ten day of the King's return to 

n J nd; but fuppofing. them at til; worft, your 
ray n \.il not be too thon, for ~e fons which you 

aHa know: no re~ ntment muo- either appear or be 
fufpdl'ed· th(' re~or~. at worfr, I think you mutt 
remain thae a month, and at beft as long as e\"el' 
you pleafe. But I am con incfd that all will turn 
out, ery w 11 fur you there. Every body is engaged 
or inclined to help you' the Minifter , both .Englifh. 
and, Gel man, the pri 'ip 1 Ladies, and moft of the 
for ibo Minifr f . ; fo tbat I lJlay apply to you 
"U1/U11I nUn/en abtjJ, Ji fil prlldmt;a. Du Perron will, 
I believe, be back there. from Turin, much about 

, the time you get thither: pray be very attentive to 
him, and CO!111 a: yourfelf with him as much a, ever 
you can; for, befides· that be is a very pretty and 
well-informed man, he 15 very much in fafhion at 
Hartov~r, is perfonally very well with the King, 
and certain Ladies; fo that a vifible intimacy and 
connection with him will d~ you credit and fervice. 
Pray cultivate Monfieur Hop the Dutch Minifier. 
who has always been ,-ery much my friend, and wi1J,. 
Jam fure, be yours: his mannere, it is true, are not 
very en~ng; he is rough, but he is nncere. It 
i, very ufeful fometimes to fee ~e things which one 
oughtio avoi • as it is rightto fee Tery often tbofe 
which one ought to ~iti1fe i and my friend Hop's . . . . 

• QlIUlDelS 
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tn,;lnners will frequently point out to you what youn 
ought to be by the rule of contraries. 

Congreve points out a fort of critics, to whom ~ 
fays that' ~e are doubly obliged. 

Rules for good writing they with p:lins inditt, 
'Then fu w us what i d, by what they write . 

• 
It is certain that Monfieur Hop, with the beft 

heart in the world, and a thoufand good qualities, 

l1'as a thoufand enemies, and hardly a friend; fmgly 
from the roughnefs of his manners. 

N. B. , heartily wiih you could have frayed long 
enough at Manheim, to have been feriou1ly and def
pcl'ately in love with Madame de Taxis; who I fup
pofe is a proud infolent fine Lad y, and who would 
confequently have {ex eted attentions little ihort of 
adoration: nothing would do you more good than 
{ueh a paffion; and I ji\'e in hopes that [omebo(l}, or 
other will be able to cxcit fuch a one in you: your 
hour 013y n!it yet be C(J01t.:, ut it will come. Love 
has not n unaptly COl arcd to the fmall -po • • 
whi ·h moft copl ha,'e fooo r or later. Jphi
genia had a wo derful fii Ct upon Cimon; I with 
forne llanoy rial I higcuia may try her ikill upon 
you. 

I r ommend to you again, though I have alrtady 
on it th'icc or thric, to [peak German, e,'en 

afi'e8 dIy, whil Y0ll. arc at Hanover; which will ) 
:lbow that you pr fi r that language, and be of more 
ufe to you there withfollltb,Jy, Ulan you can imagine. 

hen ou carry my ttersto 10nfieur MUnchaufen, 
and . 



and onfieur Schwiegeldt, addrefs yourti If to th m , 
German; the latter fpeak!. Fr nch very well, but 
t e former extremely ill, Show great att Olioft to 
Madame Mlinchaufen's d~\Ughter, who ' i' a great , 
favourit : thefe little trifl 5 pI {i mother~, and 
fometim s father, extremely. bferv ,an you 
will find, a1mo11: uniYerfaTly, t at tIe leaft things 
either pleafe or difp} 'are motT · be :lUU they De ef
farily imply eith r a \' r thong deJir~ of obliging, 
or an unpardonable ind:fft rene about it. I ~ ill 
give you a ridiculous infranc nough of thi' truth, 
from my own perience. When I wa Embafil1Uor 
the nrft tim in Holland, Com e d \] affi naer :u'ld 
his wife, people of the firO: rank and confid ration, 
had a little hoy of abollt thr 'ears old, f whom 
they were. xc cdingly fon I; JO order to make my 
court to them, I was fo too, and ufed to take the 
child often up n my lap, and play with him. One 
day his nofe was very fnotty, upon which r to k out 
my handkerchief.:lOdowiped it for him; this raifed 
a loud laugh, and th.ty caBed me a very 11andy 
n rle; but th¢ fath r and mother were fo pleat; 
with it, that to this day it is an anecdote in the 
family; and I never receive a Letter from Comte 
W aff'enaer, but he mak; me the compliments tI" 
T1lorveux que l oi mouchl autrefois: Vollo, by the way, 
I am affured, is now de prettieft young fellow in 
Holland. Where one WOl Id gain people, remember 

• 
that nothing is little. Ad:eu! 

• • 

• • • 
• 
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LET T E R CCLXXXrU. I .. 
London, June the 26th, O. S. 1752.. 

My DEAR. fR.lEND, fI . \ 

As I have reafon to fear, from your laft letter of 
the IRth, N. S. from Manheim, that all, or at luft 
moft of my letters to you, nnce you left Paris, have 
mifcarried; I think it requifite at alJ events, to re .. 
peat in this the necdfary parts of thofc feveral Iettel1, 
as far as they relate to your future motions. 

I fuppofe that this will either find you, or be but 
a few days before you, at Bonn, where it is directed; 
and I fuppofe too, tr,at you have fixed your time for 
going from thence to Hanoyer. If things llim oul 

'Well at Ha1W'U8r, as in my opinion they will, Chijla 
1m" .on fi muova, fray there till a week or ten days 
before the King fets out for ~ng13nd i but, fhould 
they IlIrn Dill iii, which I c not imagine, fray how
ever a month, that your departure may not f "'''m a 
ftep of difcontent or peevilbne[s ; the very fufpicion 
of which is by all means to be a oided. Whenever 
JOu leave Hano\'er, be it f')oner or later, where would 
you go 1 Ella i P .drone, and I give you your choice: 

ould you pafs the months of November and De
cember t Brunfwick, Caffel, ESc.' Would you 
chure to go for a couple of months to Rati1b6n, where 
you. ill be very weU- recommenqed to. and treated 

Kin.' Elcaof&l Miniftcr, the Baron de £Chr, 
and. 



• 

• 

. , 
and where you would improve your. jUI pa~li&fUfll 
Qr would you rather go direCtly to Berlin, and fray 

ere till the end of the Carnival? T~o or three 
months at Berlin are, confidering all circum~c~t 
neceffary.£or you; and the Carni,,-al months are the 
beft: pour Ie rrjle, dlcidez ell. demier rdJort, et fans 

• • • IIppet comme d ahus. Let me onlf know your decree, 
when you have formed it. Your good or ill fuecers 
at Hanover will have a very great influence upon 
your fnbfequent character, figur , and fortune in the 
world; therefore I confers, that I am more anxious 
about it, than ever bride was on her wedding-night, 
when willies, hopes, fears, and doubt , tumultuoufly 
agitate, pleafe, and terrify her. It is your firft cri. 
fis: the character which you a quire there wjIJ, 
more or lefs,' be that which will a ide by you for the 
Teft of your life. You will e tried and judged there, 
not as a boy, but as a man: and from that moment 
there i no appeal for charact r; it j nxed. To 
form that charaCter advantag~oufly, you ha,'e three 
objeCts partieqlarly to at&nd to: your charaCl'er as a 
rna:">' of morality, truth, and honour: your know
ledge in the obj Cts of your deftination, as a man of 
bunnefs; an your engaging and infimlating addrefs, 
air, and manners, as a couhier ; the fure and only 
fteps to favour. Merit at Courts, without favour, 
will do little or nothing ; favour, without merit, will . 
do a good deal; but favour and merit togedter will 
do every thing. Favour at Courts depends"'bpon fo 
many, fucla tfifling\ fuch unexpeCted, and uMn-e-. 
f~n ~ventsJ that a F Courtier muft attMd to 

• • every 
• 



every circumftance, however little, that either doe& 
or can happe~; he muft have no ablences, no dif
'ral/ionl; he muft not fay, "I did not niind it; w~o 
" would· have tllOught it r" He ought both td have 
mindeo, and to have thought it. A chamber-maid 

~ 

has fometimes cauCed revolutions in Courts, which 
have prod uceU oth rs in lting<.! orns. Were I to make 
my way to fa,·our in a Court, I would neither wil
fully, nor by negligence , give a dog or a. cat there 
reafon to diflike me. Two pies gril ches, w 11 inftruct
ed, you know, made the fortune of de Luines with 
LewisXIII. I v ry it p a man makes at Court requires 
as much attention and circumfpection, as th9fewhich 
were made formerl y between hot plough-fuares, in 
the Ordeal, or fiery trials; which, in thofe times of 
ignoranc and fupet-ftition, were looked upon as de
monitrations of innocence or guilt. Direct your 
principal battery, at Hanov r, at the D- of N-'s : 
there ar many very weak places in that citadel; 
where, with a very little ikin, you cannot fail making 
a great impreffion. Aik fo his orders, in e cry thing 
you do; talk Auftrian and Antigal1ican to hilti ~nd, 

as foon as you are upon a foot of talking eafily to 
him, ttll him en hadinanl, that bis frill and fuccefs 
in thirty or forty electiOhs in England leave you no 
reafon to doubt of his carrying his Election for Frank
fon: and that you look upon the Archduke as his 
Member for the Empire. In his hours of fcftivity 
and compowion, drop, that he puts you'~n mind of 

t Sir illiam "fimple fays of the· Pcnfionary De 
J who at that time gOY rned half Europe; that 

he , 
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he appeared at balls, aEembIies, and public pIac t 

as if he had nothing eIre to do, or to think of. When 

he talks to you upon for ign atfairs,whic~.lle will 
often do, fay, that 'ou re:llly cannot prefume t give 
any opinio of your 0 'n upOl1 thore matt r , looking 
upon yourfe1f at pr n 1y a' a p crip to the 
corps diplomatique; but that if tts Grace will be 
pleafed to make you an additional volume to it, 
though but in duoduimo 'ou \ 'n d your "beft, that 
he {ball n ither be' aihamed nor repent of it. He 
lo,'es to have a favourit , and 'oop n himfelf to that 
favourite : he has now no {uch perron with him; the 

place is vacant, and if you ha\'e de"t rity 'ou may 
:fill it. In one thing alone do not humour bim; I 
mean drinking; ~ r, as I b lieve u ha,ye never yet 
been drunk, you do not youdi If know how you can 
bear your wine, and what a little too mu It of it may 

• make you do OJ fay: you might poffibly kick down 
all you had done b fore. 

You do not love gamm and r thank God for it; 

but at H~nover I .would h ve 'ou {how, and profefs, 
a par'ttcu1ar diflike to play, fo as to decline it upon all 
occalions, unlers where one may be wanted to make 
a fourth at whift or quadrille· and then take care to 
dec1 re it the refult of your complairance, not of your 
inclinations. Without {uch pr c ution, you may 
very poffibly be fufp cted, though unjuftly, of ,loving 
play, upon count of my former paffion for it; and 
fuch a fufpicion would do you a reat deal of hurt, 
efpecla,l with the ~lng, who detefu gaming.. I 
~uft end this abruptly .• God bl .you I 

• VeaL. II Z LET· • 
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LET T E R CCLXXXIV . . . 
My DEAR. FRIEND, 

V ERSAT1LIT¥ as a 'i:ourtier, may be almoft de
cifive to you hereafter; th3.t is, it may conduce to, 
or retard your preferment in your own deftination. 
The nrft reputation goes a great way; and, if you:fix 
a good one at Hanover, it will operate alfo to your 
advantage in England. Th trade of a Courtier is as 
much a trade as that of a ilioe-maker; and he who 
applies himfelf the moft will work the beft: the 
only difficulty is to diftinguifh (what I am fure you 
have fenfe enouglt to diftinguifh) between the right 
and proper qualificatjons and their kindred ~ults t

(or there is but a line between every perfeCtion and 
its neighbouring imperfeCtion. As for example, you 
muft be extremely well-bred and polite, but with
out the troublefome forIl': ~nd ftiffnefs of ceremony. 
You muft be refpeCtful and affenti g, but without 
being fervile and abjeCt. You muft be frank;- but 

ithout indifcretion; and lofe, without being cof
tive. You muil: keepc.Up dignity of charatler, with
out the leaft pride of birth or rank. You muft be 
lay, within all the bounds of decency and refpetl ; 
and grave ithout the-aff'eClation of wifdom, which 
does not ~come the age of twenty. ou muft be 
etientially fecret, ithout beinz dar~ and m~fterioul. 

au muft be firm, and even bold, but w.:th great 
feeming modeftJ~ . 
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~ith thefe qualifications, which, by the way, 
arC( all in your 0 n power, I will anfwer for your 
fuccefs, not onl . at Hano rer, but at any .Court in 
Europe. And I am not forry that you begin. your 
apprentice ip at a little ne; bccaufe you muft be 
more circumfpeCl:, nnd mor upon Jour ard there, • 
than at a great one, where every little thing is not 
known, nor reported. 

hen you write to me, or to any ' body eIfe, 

from thence, ta e care that your lett rs contain com
mendations of all you fee nod hear th re; for they 
will moft of them boned and read: but as fre
quent Couriers will come from Hanover to England, 
you may fometimes write to me without referve; and 
put our lett rs into a very litd box, which you 
may fend fafel y by fome of tIl m. 

I muft not omit mentiol1.ing to )OU, that, at the 
• Duke of wcaftle's tab e, where you will frequently 

dine, there is a great dea.l of drinking; be upon your 
gua.rd againft it, both up account of ur health, 
which would n t bear it, and f the onfequenccs of 
),ortJeiog fluftered and heated vith \ ,jne: it mi t 

ngage you in ferapes and fr lies, whi h tlle King 
(who is a v ry fober III 0 hi felf) tI t frs. On the 
other hand. you {bould not ~ em to . gl:lVe' and too 
wife to drink like the reft of the co lpany ; therefore 
ufe·art: mi. water with your wine; do not drink all 
that is in th. glafs; and, if dctc td, and prdfed to 
drink morc, do not cry out fobri y; but fay, that 
you hav.e lately een ut of otder, that you are rub
ied to in1lammatory c mplaints, nu that you muft 
t . r. . 

• • Z. 1 beg 
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beg to be excufed for the prefent. A young fellow 

ought to be wifer than he fhould feern to be; and 
an old fellow ought to feern wife whether he really 
be fo.o; ·not. 

During your fray at Hanover, I would, have you 
make two or three excurfions to parts of that EleCto-

( . 
rate: the Hartz, \vhere the filver mmes are; Got-
tingen, for th univerfity; Stade, for what com
merce there is. You ihou14 alfo go to Zen. In 
iliort, fee every thing that i to be feen there, and 
inform yourfelf well of all the details of that country. 
Go to II.unbUl gh for three or four days, know the 
conftitution of that little Hanfeatic republic, and 
inform yourfe1f well of the nature of the King of 

Denmark's pretenpons to it. 
If all things turn out right for you at Hanover, I 

would have you make it yonr head-quarters, till 
ahout a week or ten ays befor the King leaves it ; II 
and then go to Bmnfwick, whi.ch, though a little, is 
a very polite pretty Court.· You may . fray there a 
fortnight or three weeks,' as you li~e it; and {rom 
dlence go to Cafrel, and there fray till y6U' -go to 
Berlin; wh re I would have you be by Chriftmas. 
At Hanover you will very. eafily get ·good letters of 
recon1m ndation to B~unf\Vick and to Cafrel. You 
ao Dot want any to Berlin; however, I will fend you 
one for Voltaire. A propos of Berlin; be very re
f; rved and cautious, while at Hano\'er, as to that 
King and that country; both which • are detefted, . . 
bccaufe fear d by every body thefe, from his Ma-

t jefty 



jeR:y down to the meancfr peaf:lOt: but howe ~r. 
th y oth extremely d (erve your UlmoR: attention; 
ailrl you will fe the arts an wifJom of government 
b~tt r in that country no~, than in an): other in 
Europ~. You may fray three months at B rlin, if 
you like -it, as I belieye you will; and after th t I 

hope we iball me t here ag~jn. . • 
Of all the pla.c ' in the world. (I repeat it once 

more) eftablifh a good r pu ation at H no 'er, ~I 

foileS .VOUJ valoir In, au/ant qllit efl po/fib/e, par Ie 
b,:iI/anl, les malliertS, et leI gram. Inu d, it is of 
the greateft importance to you, and wi\{ make any 
future application to the King in your bt:half very 
eafy. H is more t ken by thore! little things, t.hlln 
any man, or even woman, that I ever knew in my 
life: and J do not wonder at him. In iliort, exert 
to the otmo.o: all your means nd powers to pleafe ; 

• and remember .. that he who plea(e the moft will 
rife the iooneft aod dIe hightfl'. Try but once the 
plea(ure and ad\'antage f pleafing ; and I will anfwer, 
that you will never more.lieglcct the means. 

! fend you l~erewith two l~tters, the one to Mon
neur Miinchaufen, the other to Monfieur Schwiegeldt. 
an old friend of mine, and a very fenfible knowiPlg 
man. They will both, 1 m fure, be extremely 
civil to you, and carry you into the beR: company: 
and then it is your bufiDers to ple:lfe that company.· 
I ne\'er was more an. ious about any ~od of your. 
life than I m about this your E-Jano\'er expedition, 
it bejng of fo uch ore con!equence to you than 

• . Z 3 . 'any 
• • • 
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any other. If I hear from thence, that you'are 
liked and loved there, for your ~ir, your manners, 
and add refs , as well as efteemed for your krlow
ledge,. r' (hall be the happieft m:l~ in the world ! 
Judge then wha.t I muft be, if it happens otlierwife. 
Adieu! 

L .E T T E R CCLXXXV. 

London, July the 201it, O. S. J75" 

My DEAR. FRI~ND, . 

By my calculation, ~is letter may probably arrive 
at Hanover three or four d'ays before you; and, as J 
~m fure of its arriving there fafe, it !hall contain the 
moft material points that I , haye mentioned in my 
feveralletters to you finc~ you left Paris, as if you 
had received but few of them, which' tnay very pro-
bably be the cafe. ' ~ 

As for your ftay at Hanover, it moft not in 011 
IWrIIs be lefs than a.mOClth i but, if things turn out 
toJ..-jalisjalli(m, it may be juft as long as you 
pleafe~ From thence you may go wherever you 
li e; (or I ha\"c fo good an opinion of your judg
ment that I think you will combine ann weigh all 

ifCU fiances, and chufe the prepercft places. 
Oald you faunter at fome of the !mall c"i;m, as 

Brunfwjck, 
j) 
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Brunfwick, Caffel, &c. till the Carni'·aJ. at Berlin 1 
You are mafter. auld you pafi a couple of 
m'onths at Ratifbon, which might not be ill-em .. 
plo d t A /a bonne blure. ould yoo go to 
Bru1fels, fta r a month or two ther with Dayrolles, 
and from" thence t Mr. York, at the Hague 1 

ith all my heart. Or, ' aftly, . wo you go to 
Copenhagen and Stock! olm? Elle J ancbl PadronI: 
chure intir ly for yourIi If, without any farther in
ftruCtions from me; nly t me kn w your deter
mination in time, that I may {i tde your credit, in 
cafe you go to places, -here at pc Cent you have 
none. Your obj ct 1hould be to :(; e the morls "u,IIO
rum hominum It "rlm' begin and end it where' you 
pleafe. 

By what you have already fe of the Germaa 
Courts, I am fure you mult 1 e obferved that they 
:ue much more nice and fcnipulous, in points o£ 
ceremony, refpeCt, and attention, than the greater 

. Courts of France and ELlgland. You will therefore, 
I am perfuaded, attend to, the minutelt circumftances 
of addrefs ancf behaviour, par~icularly during your 
fiay at Hanover, which (1 will repeat it, though I 
have (aid it otten to you already) is the mot\: im
portant preliminary p riod 0" your whole life. 0-

body in the world is more exact jn all Poinn m 
good-breeding, than the King; and it is the Pan df 
every man's charaCter that he informs himfc1f of nril 
The leaft gligence, or the ' l1igbteft inattention, 
reported to him. max do you infinite prejudice; .. • 
their coatrarie would femce. 

~ ~ it! • 
• If 

• 
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If Lord .Albemarle (as I believe he did) truft~ 
you with the feeret affairs of his dCp'artment, let 
t~ Duke of Newcaftle know that he did fo; which 

will be M induc .. \l1ent to him to truft you too, and 

poffib'ly to employ YOIl in affairs of confequence. 
Tell him, that, though you are young, ·you know 
the importan e of cerce~ in bufinefs, and can keep 
a feeret; that I have always inculcated this doctrine 

into you, and have moreover ftrictly forbidden you 
ever to communicate, even to me, any matters of a 

feeret nature, which you may happen to be trufted 
ith in the courfe of bufinefs. 
As for bufinefs, I think I can truft you to your

{elf; but I wiih I could fay as much for you with 

regard to thofe exterior aecompliihments, which 
are abfolutely nee !fary to fmooth and ihorten the 
way to it. Half the PUuners is done when one has 
gained the heart and the affections of thofe with 
whom one is to tranfaCl: it. Air and addreG UlUft 

eegin, mann rs and attentiQn muft fini1h that work. 
1 will 1 t you into one (ecret concerning myfelf; 
which is, that lowe much more of the fuccefs w~ich 
I have had in the world, to my manners, than to 
ny fuperior a gr e of merit or knowledge. I 

de fired ,to pleafe, ar1d I neglected none of the 
mtUlS. This, I can aifure you, without any falfe 
moddty, is the truth. You ha,'e m Fe knowledge 
th I had at your age; but then J had mt1~h 

mor~ attention and good-breeding thafl you. Call 
i &ftity, if YOll pleafe, I\~d pollibly it was fo; 
!Sut Ply great ~bjeCl: was to make every man I 

I m~ 
( 
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met· with like me, and every woman love me. I 
often fucceeded· but why? By taking gr at pains; 
for otherwife I neyer 1hould· my figure by no 
means entitled me to it and I had ertaini}~ an up
hill game: whereas your countenanc would help 
YOtl, if · u made the moO: of it, and profcribtd 
for c,-er the guilty gloom an fun f al part of it. 
Drefs, add refs and air, would com your beft 
countenance, and mak.e your little figure pafs v ry 
well. 

If you have time to reao, at Hano,oer, pray let 
the books you read be all relali, e to the hifrory and 

onftitution of th t country; hich I would hav 
you know as corr cHy as any Hanoverian in the 
whole EleCtorate. Inform yourfelf of the powers 
of th Stat s, and of the natuPe and extent of the 
fev ral Juciicatur ; the par, icular articles of trade 

• and commerce of Bremen, Harburg, and, tade ; 
the det. ils and value of the mine of the Hartz. 
Two or three ilion b ks will give you the outlines 
of aU thefe things; and conv rfation turned upon 
tl~ofc fuhjeCts will do the reft, and better than 
books can. 

. 
• 

Rem mber of all things to fpeak nothing bat 
Germ:1.O there; make it (t exprc('1 myreJf pedanti-

lIy) your '-ernacular language; [; em to prefer it 
.t any other; call it your favourite language, and. 
ftuuy to fpeak it with purity and elegancy, if it has 
any. T1·s win not only mike you perfea: in it, 
but will pleafi, an make yo r court there better 
than ny thing. ~ prDp(Js of 1 gu:lges; Did you 

• unprove 
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improve your Italian while you were at Paris~ or 
did you forget it r Had you a mailer there; and 

hat Italian books did you read with him? If y6u 
are mafter of lta.li~n, I would have you afterwards, 
by the firft convenient opportunity, learn Spaniih, 
'Which you may very eafily and in a very little 
time do; y6U will theb, in the courfe of your 
foreign bufinefs, never be obliged to employ, 
pay, or fruit any tranflator, for any European 

. hnguage, 
As I love to provide ~ventually for every thing 

that can pofiibly happen, I will [uppore the "(orft 
that can befall YOll at Hanover. Tn that cafe, I 
would have you go immediately to the Duke of 

ewcaftle, and beg his Grace's advice, or rather 
orders, what you( :!hould do; adding, that his 
advice will always be ()I'ders to you. You will tell 
him, that, though you are xceedingly mortified, 
you are much leii [0, than you fbould otherwife be, 
from the confideration, that, ,b('ing utterly unknown 
to his M-, his objection'could not be per(onal to 

ou, and could only arife from 'circumltancesl which 
it WBS not iR your power either to prevent 'or 
re edy: that, if his Grace thought that your COD-

in 'ng a~y longer theretwouki be difagreeable, you 
intft ted him to tell you fo; and that, upon the 

hoI , you referred yourfe1f intir ly to him, whofe 
ord rs you 1hould moil: fcrupuloufly obey. But this 
pr«&utiOD, I dare fay, is til abunalJnI; I' and will 

UADecdfary; • however, it is tlways right to 
pami for all ~ enta, the oeft as well 'as the 

t beft: 
• t f 
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heft ~ it prevents ~urry and furpriLi, two d1llgerous 
1ituation in bufinefs; for I know no one thing fo 
uf'eful, fo neceff"ary in all bu mefs, as gr at 001-

nefs, fteadinef, and jallg froid; th~ · give an 
• incredible advantage over whomcy r ODe has 'to do 

with. • 
I have received your 1 tter th 15th, • a 

from la'jence," here I find that you h v di 
your~ If much better than I xp (~ed . I am vuy 
well acquainted with omt ob ntz r char, ier 
both of parts and butinefs. u1 1 11, \ 
you letters to Bonn, having form rly r fid d there 
himfe1f. You will not be fo agr bIy kElJ',fi.cd. 
where this letter \ ill find you, as you w re bot 1 at 
Manheim and Ma'j nce; but I hope y u rn y m t 
with a fecond German Mr. d who ma> 
make you forget the two fi r r n s, and praCii 

• your German. Such trannent paffions will do ),Oll 

no harm; but, on the contrary a great deal food: 
they will r fine your l\lannera and quicken y ur at
tention; they give a you11g fcUow dll brill,ml, and 
bri?g him into" fathion; which laft is a great artide 

· 

in fetting out in the world. 
I ha"e wrote above a month ilgo, to Lord .. lbe

marle, to thank him for a his kindneffes to you; 
but pray have you done as mudl? T . are the 
neceflary attentions, which ihould nc\'cr be omitted, 
efpecialty in the beginning of life, when a charaCter 
is to be eft liihed. • 

Ti,at ready °t whO h you fo artially allow me, 

and fo Aiy Sir Charles WrHiams may cre;;atc n1any. 
admirers; • • 
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admirers; but, take my word for it, it makes few 
friends. It 1bines and dazzles like the noon-day 
{un; but, like that too, is very apt to fcorch; and 
therefore'is always feared, The milder morning and 
evening light and heat of that planet footh and 
calm our minds, Good-fenfe, complaitance, gen
tlenefs of tpannePs, attentions, and graces, are the 
only things that truly engage, and durably keep the 

hC'art at long run. Never feek for wit; if it prc
fents itfelf, well and good: but, eyen in that cafe, 
let your judgment interpofe ;. and take care that it 
be not at the expence of any body. Pope fays very 
tml f , 

Th re are whom H 3yen has blcft itl! flore of wit, 
Yet want as much ageiu to gov rn it. 

l 

And in another place, I doubt with to much truth, 

For wit and judgm nt rver nre at ftrife, 
ThQugh meant 'ach tIler's aid, like man and wife. 

The Germans are y ry fcldom troubled with any 
extraordinary ebullitions r t' ' rver, n 'es f wit, and 
it is not prudent to try it upon them;.. whoever do , 
oJfi ndet folido. . 

R member to write me v ry minute accounts of 
aU your tranfactions as; H ano r, for they excite 

my 'impatience and anxiety. Adi u ! 

LETTE 

- ( 
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London, Auguft the 4th, O. S. 175" . 
• 

I 
My DEAR FAIE D, • 

• .r AM extremely concerned at th return of )'our 

. 

old afthmatic com laint, of which your letter from 
Caffel, of the 28th July, . , S. inform me. I be
lie e it is chiefly owing to your own neglig nee; for, 
notwithftanding the f; afol1 of the y ar and the heat 
and agitation of tr yelling, I dare lw ax ou have not 
taken one £lngle cloii of gentle, cooling phyfic, fine 
that which I made you take. at Batb, I bop you 
are now better, and in etter ho. cls, I mean in Dr. 
Hugo'S, at Hanover; he is rtainlya ,. -ry ikilful 
phyfician, and therefore I defire that you will inform 
him moft minutely of your own cali from Jour 
firft attack in Carniola to this laft at Marpurgh; and 
not only follow his prefcril tions xactly at prefent, 
but take his ~ir chons, with regard to the regimen 
inat h would have you obii rve to prevent the re
turns of this complaint; and, in car of any returns, 
the immediate appliea ion, «: hether ·tcrnal or in-

• terna1, that be would haH you make uti of. Con-
fider, it is very well worth your while to fubmit at 
prefent to any courfe of medicine or di t, to any r ! 
ftraint or nfinernent, £; r a t ime, in order to get 
rid, once for 11, ot fo troubl orne and painful a 
diftem r: the returns of which would equally break-

• • . . ~ 

• • 
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in upon your bu:finefs or your pleafures. Notwith
ftanding an this, which is plain fenfe and reafon, .I 
much fell~ that, as foon as ever you are got out of 
your prefent difirefs, you will take no preventive 
arc, by a proper courie of medicines and.regimen; 

but, Iik moit people of y,our age, think it impoffible 
that you ever ilio d be il~ again. However, if you 
will not be wife for your own fake, I den.re you will 
be [0 for mine, and moil: fcrupuloufiy obferve Dr. 
Hugo prcCi nt and future direCtions. 

IIanO\-er, where I take it for granted you are, js at 
pr fent the fcat and centre of foreign negotiations; 
there are nUnifiers from almoil: every court in Eu
rope; and you have a fine opportunity of difplayjng 
with modefty, in f:.onv rfanon, your knowledge of 
the matters now in agitation. The chief I tuke to be 
the EleCtion of the king of the Romans, which, 
though I defpair of, I heartily willi were brought 
about, for two r a[ons_ The firft is, that I think 
it may pre ent a war upon tne death of the prefent 
Emperor, who, though young and, healthy, may 
poffibly die, as young and healthy people often !;In, 

Th other is, the v ry reafon that makes fome Powers 
oppore it, and others qiflik it who do not openly 
oppot4 if' I mean, that it may tend to make the 

perial dignity hereditary in the Houfe of Auftria ; 
hich 1 heartily wifi), together with a very great in

creafi of power in th~ Empir ; till when, Germany 
• '11 never be an¥ thing ncar a match for France. 

_UJ-~ Richelieu fho ..... ed his fuperior abilities in 
ing more, that, in thinking no pains nor ~xpence 

• f 
toq. 

f 



, TO JUS SO:O{. 

too great to break the 'Power of the Houfe of. uftri 
iR the Empire. Ferdinand had certainly m3de him· 
felf abfolute, and the Empire con~ quentl formi
dable to France, if that Cardinal had n t piOllfly 
adopted tile Proteftantcaufe, and put th Empire, 
by the treaty of '\ eftp lia, i pr ty much the 
fame disjointed fituation in 'which France jt~ If wa.s 
before Lewis the Xlth; when Princes of the blood, 
at the head of pro inc ,and Dukes o(Brittany, &c. 
always oppofed, and often ga.ve law, to the Crown. 
Nothing but making the mpire her ditary in the 
Houfe of Amria can gi e it that ftr ngth and ef
ficiency which I with it had, for the fake of the 
balance of power. For, w~iJe the Princes of the 
Empire are fo iodep ndent of tli~ mpcror, [0 di .. 
vided among themfeh' ,an fo open to the cor
ruption of the beft bidder, it is ridiculous to exp Cl; 

• that Germany ever will,. or Can act as n. compaCt: 
and well-united body :;gainft France. But as this 
notion of mine ,auld as elittle pleafe Jom~ of our 
jrienis, jlS 1Rar7y of our enemie , I would not adviCe 

-y'O'u, though you fhould be of the fame opinion, to 
declare yourfe1f too fre 1 y fo. Could the Eledor 
Palatiae be fa isfied, -hid I confefs will be <Jiffi
cult, confidering the nature of his preten 10ns, the 
tenacioufnefs and haughtinefs of the Court of Vienna, 
and our inability to do, as we have too often done. 
their work or them; I fay, if th El Ctor Palatine 
could be engag~d to ive his vot I thould think: it 
'Would tight to proceed to the EleCtion wifh a 

\ .clCit majority of five .otes; and- ve the KiDg Of 

• • Pru11ia" 
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Pruffia, and the Eledor of Cologne, to proteft and 
remonftrate a!l much as ever they pleaCe. The fo .... 

mer is too wife, and the latter too weak. in every , 
refped, to aCt in confequence of thofe protefts. 
The diftraded fituation of France, with ~ts eccle-

1iaftical and parlia e"tar~ quarr Is, not to mention 
the illnefs, and poffibly the death, of the Dauphin, 
will make the King of Pruffia, who is certainly no 
Frenchman in his heart, vcry cautious how he ads 
as qne. The EleCtor ofaxony will be influenced 

by the King of Poland, ' bo muil: be determined' by 
Ruffia, concerning his views upon Poland, which, 
by the bye, I hope he will never obtain: I mean, as 
to making that crown l,1er ditary in his family. As 
for hi fon's havjrfg it by the pr carious tenure of 
eledion, by which !iii father now holds it, a la bonne 
bture. But, ihould J?oland have a good gm'ern
ment under hereditary Kings, th re would be a n w et 

devil raifed in Europe, that I do not know who 
could lay. I am fure, I ,"ould no raife him, though 
on my oWn :fide for the prefent. . 

I do not know how I came to trouble my heaa. :iJ 
much about politics to-day, which has been fo ,. ry 
free from them for {; me years: I fuppofe it wa , 

caufe i knew that Y' was writing to the molt con
!umaiate politician of this, and his age. If I err, you 

'11 fet me right j fi qllid tlD1Jijli reElilts ijiis, candidui 
..".1;, &c. 

I &111 cxceflivelf impatient for your next letter, 
<; • 

ich I cxpea by the firft poLt from Han~ver, to 
e myanxic;ty, as I hop' it wilt, not only it 

rep 



, TO HIS SO • 

regard to your health, but l1kewife to Dther thi1Jl1 
in the mean rime, in the language of a pedant, 
but with the tendem fs of a parent, juiJ~ .Ie he. 
tJa/tre. 

Lady C e1terfield make'S you many compliments. 
and is much concerned at y ur indifpo1ltion • • 

f • 
LET T E R CCLXXXVII. 

A Monfieur de Voltaire, pour lors a Berlin. 

A Londres, ~7-d' ut, V. S. 1751 • 
• 

MONSIEUR, • 

· J E m'inter ire infiniment a tout ce qui touche 
Monfieur ranh ope , qui aura l'honneur de VOUg 

r ndre. ette lettre; c' fu poprquoi je prens la libert6 
de v us Ie ref enter ; je ne peux pas lui en donner 
un preuve plus convainquante. II a beaucoup 10, 
il a. b aucoup t'i, s'~ll'a bien digerc voila ce que je 
ne' ~ ais pa ; il n'a que vingt ans. 11 a deja t:te a. 
Berlin il y a quelques ann6es: .et c'eft pour uoi il y 
retourne a prefent; car it cette h ure on revieQt au 
' ord par les memes raifons, pour lefquelles on alloit 

il n'y a pas 10ngtems au Sud. _ 
• Permettez, 10nfieur, qu je vous remercie du 

plaifir e de.rin ruai n que mfa-donne v6tre ~if
loire du Sitcle de 'Louis XIV. ~e ne rai Iu cn-
• • 
• 8L.JI A a • c re 

• - • 
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core que quatre fois, c'eft que je voudrois l'oublier 
un peu avant la cinquieme, mais je vois que cela 
m'eft .iOlpoffible; j'attendrai done l'augmentation 
que vous nous en avez promis, mais je vous fup ... 
plie de nc me la pa faire atteJ1dre lo~gtems. Je 
cro"iois, fqa oir Baf!:'lblqjDent l'Hiftoire du Siecle de 

e 
Lou·is XIV. mo"iennant les milliers d'Hiftoires, de 
Memoires, d'Aneedotes, &e. que j'en avois It'i; mais 
vous m'avez bien montre que je m'etois trompe, • 
que je n'en avois qu'une idee tr's confufe a bien des 
egards, e.t rres fauffe a bien d'autres. Que je vous 
iqais gre fur tout, Monfieur, du jour dans lequel 
vous avez mis les folies et les fureurs des fceres. 
Vous emplo"iez contre ees fous ou ces irnpofteurs les 
armes convenablo:;; d'en emploter d'autres ce feroit 
]es imit r: c'eft par Ie ridicule qu'il faut les attaquer, 

• c'efl: par Ie mepris qu'il faut les punir. A propos de 
ces fOlls, je VOllS envo"ie cijoin e une piece fur leur· 
fl~ t par 1 feu DoC\: ur Swift, laqueHe je crois ne 
YOliS ueplaira PilS". Elle n'a jamais ett! imprim~e, 

vous 
• The DAY of JUDGMENT: 

ritlen by Dean \Vift i :lnd rcferrtd to in the above paffa~ 
WiTH n whirl 0 thought oppref&'d. 

1 funk from re,·erfe to r ft. 
An horrid vifi n fe-iz'd my be d; 
I faw th grnv ive up tbtir d ad ! 
J(l\ :1rm'd with terror, burft Ihe 1kiet. 
And [lund T< -I r , and lightning flies 1 
Am z'd. C ofu 'd. it f.:l lUlKIlOIA'D, 

Tht world 1l.Hlds tr mblin at hi~ throne! 
"'hilt' a h p;!l firmer hung hili bead. • 

)0'· • oodd~D • Jhook thlWle:lVenS, and (aid. 

'OiCadinf 




