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ous en devinerez bien 13. mifon, mais cUe d\: 
authentiquc. J'en ai l'origina1 ecrit de fa propre 
main. on Jupiter, au jour du jugement, les traite 
a peu pres comme ous les tnitez, et comti:t~ 'ils Ie 
meritent • 

Au refie, MonfIeur, je ous dirai franchemcnt, 
que je iuis embaraffe fur v6tre fujet,· et que je ne 
peux pas me decider fur ce que je fouhaiterois de 
votre part. Quand je lis v6tre derniere hifioire, je 
voudrois que vous fuffiez toujours hiftorien; mais 
quand je lis v6tre Rome Sauvce (toute mal imprimee 
et dcfiguree qu'elle eft) je vous voudrois tOl~OurS 
Poete. ravoue p'Ollrtilnt qu'il vous refte encore une 
hiftoire a ecrire digne de v6tre plume, et dont 
votre plume eft fcule digne. ou nou avez donnG 
jl ya longtems l'hiftoire du plus g nd Furjeux (je 
yOU demande pardon fi je ne eus pas dire du plus 

• grand Heros) de l'Europe. Vous nous avez donn~ 
en derni r lieu, l'hiftoire du plus grand Roi; 

. 
• 

• • 
/Ii nding race, of human kind: 

~ureJ rea{. n, learning, blind; 

" ou who through frailty ftep'4 alide, 
It Andyou ",ho nev r fell.-tll1"ollgh p,ide; 

ou who in different fe were fhamm'd, 

tt And come to fee each olb r damn'd; • 

tI ( 0 forne folk tvld you, bUl lh )' knew 

It No more of Jov ' dcfigns than you)
•• The w rId's mad ufiuef& now is o'er, 

tt I I ref, nt thr.f. pranl- 0 more. 

" -- I to filch blochhe d. fetpty wit! 
<t 1 d:tnlll uell fo 1 !-Go, go, you'rc~jl." 
• 

• 

• A (l 2. • d01UlC1 • • • 
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donnez nous, a prefent, l'hiftoire du plus grbd et 
du plus honnete Homme de l'Europe, que je croi
rois degrader en appellant Roi. Vous I'avez tou
jours, devant vos yeux, rien ne vous feroit plus 
facile; fa. gloire n'exigeant pas votre invention 
poetique, mais pouvant fe repofer en toute furete fu r 
votre verite hifto ·que. n n'a rien a demander afOl 
hiftorien, que fon premier devoir comme hiftorien, 
qui eft, Nt quid fa!fi dicere audeat, 1fe quid veri 1fOt~ 

audeaf. Adieu, Monfieur, je vois bien que je dois 
vous admirer de plus en plus tous les jours, mais 
auffi je f<iais bien que rien ne pourra jamais ajouter a 
l'eftime et a l'attachement avec lefquels je fuis aCl:u
d}cment, 

la, 

Votre t[es humble, et 
• tres obeiffant ferviteur, 

CHESTERFIELD. 

• 
TRANSLATION. 

London, Augnft the s7th, O. S. 1157:. 

• 
S a moft convincing proof how infinitely I m 

inter' fred in c,' ry thing which concerns Mr. Stan
hope, who will have the honour of prefenting y u 
thi letter, I take tll liberry of jntrod~ing him to 

• 

u. He has rea4il a great d ~), he has feen a great 
; whether or not h has made a propcr uie of 

c ( ilia 
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that knowledge, is what I do not know: he is only 
twenty years of age. He was at Berlin fome years 
ago, and therefore he returns thither; for 'a~ pte
fent people are attracted towards the orth, by 
the fame motives which but lately dr~w them to the 

South. • • • 
Permit me, Sir, to return you thanks for the 

pleafure and inftruetion I have received from your 
hiftoryof Lewis XIV. I have as yet read it but 
four times, becattfe I with 1:0 forget it a little bC'fore 
I read it a fifth; but I find that impoffible: I {hall 
therefore on y wait till you give us the aU!$mentation 
which you pr9mifed: let me intreat you not to 
defer it long. I thought myielf pretty converfant 
in the Hiftory of the reign of .u is the XIV. by 
means of tbofe innumerable . hiftories, memoirs, 
anecdotes, &c. which I had read relative to that 
period of time. You have convinced me that I was 
miftaken, and had upoll that fubjecr very onfufed 
ideas in many refpecrs, lind ,'ery falfe ones in 
others. "~!.,,, e aU, I cannot but acknowledge the 

.... obligation we have to you, Sir, for the light 
whi h you ha\'e thrown upon the follies and outrages 
of the different {eCl:s: the · weapons you. employ 
againft thofe madmen, or thofe imp6ftors, are the 
only fuitable ont!s; to make ufe of any others :'ould 
be imitating them; t ey muft be attacked by 
ridicule, ant'l puni{hed with ~ontempt. A p"op" 
of thofe fanati ; I . fend you ere enclofed, & 

piece UpbD ' that f~jed:, written .by the late Dean 
., a. 3 . Swift: • • • 

• 



358 ' LORD CHESTERPIELD'S LETTERS 

Swift: I believe yoo will not diflike it. You 
will eafuy guef:) why it was never printed : It J.S 

authentic, and I have the original in his own, hand
writing. Bis Jupiter, at the day of Judgment, 
treats them much as you do, and as they.deferve to 
be treat d. • 

Give me leave,c Sir, to tell you freely, that J am I 

embarraffed upon your account, as I cannot deter
mine what it is that I willi from you. When 1 read 
your laft hi frory, I am de1l.rous that you ihoula. 
alwo.ys write hiftory; but when I read your Rome 
Suavle (although ill-prin ed -and disfigured), yet I 
then willi you never to deviate from poetry; how
ever, I confefs that there frill remains ' one hiftory 
worthy of your pen, a~d of which your pen alone is 
worthy. You have long ago given us the hifiory 

f 
of the greateft and moil: outrageous Madman (I a1k 
your .pardon if I cannot fay the greateil: Hero) of 
Europe: you have given us latterly the hiftory of 
the greateft King; give .us how the hiftory of the 
greateil: and moil: virtuous Man i urope; I 
1hould think it degrading to call him King. !l' 
you this cannot b difficult, he is always before 
your eyes; your poet\cal inv ntion is not neceffary 
to bis gl ry, as that may fafely r ly upon your hif
toric,l can dour. The fir.n: duty of an hiftorian i the 

. only one he need require .from his, Ne quid fa!Ji 

~;(tr' aMatot, 'u tjuiJ 'fJeri" "audtot. .Adieu, Sir! 
find that I mu1J: ildmire you every day more and. 

more; but I alro know that' noth1ng ever.can add 
to 

I 
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to the efteem and attachmen with which 

a&ually, 

• 

Your moft humhlc, and 
moft obedient fen-a 

CHE TERFIELD • 

• • • 

LET T E R CCLXXXVIII. 

London.. ptember the 19th, 1752. 

My DEAR FRIE ·D , • 

51 CE you ha e been at a; rer, your corre
fpondence has b en both un requen t and laconic . 

• You made indeed one great effi rt in folio on the 
IBth, with a poftfcript of the 2'ld uguft, N. S. 
and fince that, vous a % ralll m quarto. On the 

-

. 

31ft Auguft, .. you gi e me no informations of 
what I wan chiefly t l.now; which is, what Dr. 
Hugo (whom r charged y 11 to confult) faid of your 
afthmatic complaint, and what he pr fcribed you tet 

prevent the return of it; a d :11fo what is. the <lOm-
• 

pany that you keep there; who h~ been kigd and 
civil to you, and who ~ot. 

You fay that you go conftan!ly t the parade; and 
you do ver wen; for though you are not of that 
trade, yet. mir ry tters make-fa great a part ~oth 
of conv rfation negotiation, t it is very proper 

• , • A a... • • not 
\ • 
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not to be ignorant of them. I hope you mind more 
than the mere exercife .of the troops you fee; and 
that yo~ .inform yourfe1f at the fame time of the 
more mate' details; iuch as ,their pay, and the 
differente of it when in and out of quarteu, what is 
furnifhed tbe~ by the fountry when in quarters, 
and what is alloweJ them of ammunition, bread, &c. 
when in the field; the number of men and officers 
in the feveral troops and companies, together with 
the non-commiffioned officers, as capora!s, frty-copo
raiJ, anJp~f!ades, ferjeant, quarter-mafters, &c.; 
the c1othlOg, how frequent, how good, and how 
furni1hed; whether by the Colonel, as here in Eng
land, from what we call the off-reckgnings, that is, 
deductions from thsr men's pay, or by CommiHaries 
appointed by thef Government for that purpofe, as 
in France and Holland". By thefe inquiries you will 
be able to talk military with military men, who, in 
cv ry country in Europe, except England, make at 
leaft half of all the beft co np1nies. Your attending 
the parades has alfo another good effectJ ~hich is, 
that it bring you of courfe acquainted ~ith the 
officers, who, when of a cert~in rank and fervice, 
are g nerally "ery polite, , -ell-bred people, et du bon 

( 

tD,.. Th S· ha\'e comfQonly feen a great deal of the 
orld II and of Courts; and nothing elfe can form a 

gentleman, let p ople f. y wha.t they v ill of fenfe and 
learning: ith both "Ibich a man may fontrive to 
be a ry difagreeable companion. I dare fay, there 

ry few Captain; of foot who are not muchJ>etter 
,ompany than C"c, Defcart s or ~ir Ifaac Tewton 

( 
1 were. 
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ere. I honour and refpee\: {uch fuperior geniufes; 
but I defire to converfe with people of this world, 
who brin~ into company th ir ihare, ~t.leaft, of 
cheerfulneu, good-breeding, and knowledge bf man
kind. .Tn common life, on-e much oft n r wants 
fman money, and fil"er than golq. Give me a 
man who has ready calli about im for prefent ex
p nces; flX-pence, ihillings, half-crowns, and 
crowns, which circula e afily: but :l. man who has 
only an ingot of gold about him, is much above 
common purpofes, and his riches are not hlUldy nor . 

. convenient. Have as much gold as you pleafe in 
one pock t, but take care alway to keep change in 
the other; for you will much ofrener have occafion 
for a ihilling than for gui~ea . • In this the French 
muft be allowed to xce1 all pe ple in the world: 
they have un cerlah, entrelmt, tin tnjouemmf, fin, 

aimable IIterete dnns la ctJllvcr/alion, une polildfo aip, 
et nalurelle, qui paroill1e leur rief' couter, which give 
Society all its charms! I.am forry to add, but it i. 
too true, ~hat the Joglifh and the Dutch are the 

. _ farthefr from thi , of all the people in the world; I 
do by no means e ept e -en the wifs. 

. 
• 

Though you did not th~nk proper to inform me, 
I know from olh r hand ,t t yOll wer go to the 
Gol r with a Com e d Schullemburgh for 'ght or 
ten days, only to fee e reviews. I know alfo, that 
you had a.blifter upon your rm, which did you. 
great 'de 1 of good: I know too, ou have contrad:ed 

• 
a gre t frien ip irh Lord Etfex; and that you 

• • two • • , • • 
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two were jnfeparable at Hanover. All thefe things 

I would rather ha.\'e known from you than from . 
others; and they are the fort of things that I am the 
moft deaioos of knowing, as they are more immedi-
ately relati e to yourfelf. CI 

I am very fony for the Dutchefs of Newcaftle's 
• f 

il1nefs, full a much 'upon your as upon her account, 

'as it has hindered you from being fo much known 
to the Duke as I coold have wi:lhed; ufe and habit 

going a gr at way with him, as if\d ed they do with 
moft people. I have known many people patronized, 

'p fil d up, and preferred, by thore who could have 
given 110 other r :lfon for it, than that they w re 
nfed to them. W muft never reek for motives by 
deep r afoning, but re n'JUft find them out by care
ful obfervation andfattention: no matter what they 
fuould be; but the POjflt is, what they ar. Trace 
tIt m up, ftep by fiep, fr m th chara8:er of the 

rfon. J ha\'c known de par ie mOllde, as Brantome 
fays, great effeCts from ca (e '1.00 little e\-er to have 
been fufpeCted. Some thing ' mufr be k~OWll, and 
can ne\'er be guefied. 

God knows wh r this] ter will find you, or 
follow you; not at Hanoy r I uppofe; but where

" r it uoe~> Q1ay it finq you in health and pleafure ! 
Adi u. • 

f. . 

LETtER 
• 

I 
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LET T E R CCLXXXIX., , 
• London, September the ad, 1 75l& • 

. My DEAR FRIEND, · • • 

THE day after the date of my laft, I received 
your letter of the 8th. I approve extr mely of your 
intended progrefs and am v ry glad that you go to 
the Gohr with Comte Schullemburgh. 1 would have 
you fee every thing with your own yes, and h ar 
v ry thing with our own ars: for I know, by 
'ery long experience, that it is very unfafe to truft 

to other pwpl '5. anity d. jntereft caufe many· 
mi repr ofentations; and folly ufes many more. 
Few people l1ave parts enou h to rdate en ly and 
judicioufly: and thoCe who have, for fame reafoll 
or odler, ne el fail to fink or to add forne circum
frances. 

Th re eption which you have met with at Hano
ver, I look upon as an men of your being well fe.-

cei\'ed every where He; for, to tell you the truth, 
it was the place that I difuufted the moft in that 

• particular. But there is a c rtain condu ,there are 
certaines manieres, that will, and muft get e better 
of all difficulties of t t kind; it is to acquire them, 
that you pill continue abro d, and go from Court to 
('..ourt; they are perfonal, local, and temporal; they 

e odes hich ary, and owe their exiftepce to 
accid nts, whi , and humo ; all the fenCe and • 

I • l eaCoa • • 

• 
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reafon in the world would never ~nt them ont; 

nothing but experience, obfervation, and what is · 
called kn~w~edge of the world, can poffibly teach 
them. }i'or example, it is refpetHul to bow to the 

King of England, it i difrefpecHul to boY, to the 

King of France; it is the, rule to courtefy to the 
Emperor; and the proftration of the whole body is 
required by Eafte'n Monarch. Thefe are eftablilhed 
crremonies, and muft be complied with; but why 
they ,,'ere cftablifhed I defy fenfe and reafon to tell 

us. It is the :L'lme among an ranks, where cert<lin 
cuitoms are ree ived, and muft neceifarily be com
plied 'ith, though y no means the refult of fenfe 
and afon. As for infiance, the very abfurd, though 
almoft univerfal cuftom, ~f drinking peopl '5 healthS'o 
Can ther be an . tHing in the world IeC! relatiye to 
any other man' h alth, ~han my drinking a glafs of 

ine? C mmon fcnf~, c rtainly, never pointed it 
ont: but yet common fenCe ' t lIs me I muft conform 
to it. Goo 1 Ji nfe bids one.be ci iI, and cndea 'our 
to plc:afc· though notlli g but 'p ri nCI and oh-

.fervation can t 'ach one the mea properly adapted 
t tim ,plac and perfons. l'hi knowledge is the 

, true ohjctl: of a gentleman;s trayelling, if he trayel 
a' he ought» to do. B 'ffr quenting good company 
in et'ery (ountr ., he himfelf becomes of every coun
t ; hi· n longer an ngliilimao, a Frenchman, 
or an Italian; b he is a I < uropean; he adopts, ,e

fi Cth 1~ th beft IlV1nners of e,· ry c?untry; and 
i. a r~chman at Pari, an Italian ilt Roxnef an 

Do ilhman at Land"'l. . ' 
I This 
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~his advantage, I muLl: con~ fs, very feldom ac· 
em s to my countrymen from their tfa\'elling; 

. they have neither the d fire nor the means of gcttin& 
jnto good company abroad: f, r, in the fkft place', 
they are confound dly baihful; and, in the De 

place, they either fpeak no for ign language at alt. 
or, if they do, it is barb ouflY' Y U pO,ffefs all the 
advantage that they want; you know the languages 
in perfection, and have conftantly kept the befrcom
pany in the places wher you have b n; fo that you. 
ought to be an Europ an. 'Xour clnvas is folid and 
fhong, your outlines are good; but remember, that 
you frill want the beautiful colourinO' of Titian, and 
the delicat graceful touches of uido. :row i 
your time to get them. T'lcre is in all good com
pany a fathionable air, count · nce, manner, and 
phrafeology, which can onl b a quit' d by being 
in good company, and v ryatt nti to all thatpUJeS 
there. hen you dine or fup at nnywell-bred man's 
houfe, obfer e car f ly how he does the honours of - . 
hi table to the different gu frs. A tend to the com-
plim nts f congratulati n or condol nce, that YOll 

hear a. wen-bred man make to hi [uperior, to hi, • 
equals, and to his inferiors; watch <.;V n hi~ counte
nance and hi tone of "oi ,for tl ey all onfpire in 

• the main point of pI afing. Th ria ce ain dif-
tinguiihing diction of a man of f;.dhion: he will DOC 

• ontcnt himfel with fayin , like John Trott, to a 
new-rna d nun, Sir, I with you much joy ; or to 
a man who h JoftJlis fon, Sir: I am forry fo~ your 
lors; nd both .. tn a count nan e eqwlly unmoved: 

• . • • but • I • • 
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but he will fa,y in eff"e8: the fame thing, in a more 
elegant and lcfs trivial manner, and with a c unte .... 
nance adapted to the occafion. He will advance with 
warmth,/vi" 'acity, and a cheerful countenance, to 
the new-married man, and embracing him, ,perhaps 
fay to hiLn, "If you do juftice to my attach· 
" ment to YOd, ydil will 'judge of the joy that I 
cc feel upon this occafion, better than I can exprefs 
" it, &c." To the other in affliction, he will ad
vance flowly, with a grave compofure of counte
nance, in a mere deliberate manner, and, with a 
lower voiu:, perhaps fay, "I hope you do me the 
" juftice to be convinced, that I feel whatever you 
" ltd, and !hall ever be affected where you are 
., concerned," 

~ 

Your abord, I l1.uft teU you, was too cold and 
uniform ;' J hope it is ~nqw mended. It fhould be 
refpeCtfully open and cheerful with your fuperiors, 
warm and animated with your equals, hearty and 
free with your inferiors. There is a fafhionable kind 
of jmaJ/ talk, that you fhould get; which, trifling 
as it is, is of ufe in mixed companies, an'd at table, 

fpecially in your fortign department; where it keeps 
off certain ieriolls fubj as, that might create di[
pu~e • or t lea1t coldq~f for a time. Upon fuch 
occafioQs it is not ami~ to know how to parler cuifine, 

and to be able to differt upon lhe growth and flavour 
of wines. Thefi, it i • true, a e very little things ; 
but they are litt} things that 0 cur , ·ery often, and 
ther 1hould be aid ,Wtc gt.ltillrJli It :rau. I 

y muft (111 often in you: way; pray take . 
I care 
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care to catch tllem. There is a certain language ~ 
. com'crfation, a fafhionable diCl:ion, of VI,hich every 

gentleman ought to be perfeCl:ly mafter,·i ",hatev r 
language he fpeaks. The Fren h attend to it care

Jully, :md with great rea!; n; and their language. 
which is a language of ra£ 5 hel them out ex
ceedingly. That delicacy fdiCl:i n is charaCl:criftical 
of a man of faillion and good company. . 

I could write folios upon this fubjeCl:, and not ex
hauft it· but I think, and hope, that to you I need 
not. You have heard and fe n enough to be con· 
vincerl of the truth and importance of what I hayc 
been fo long inculcating into you upon tllefe points. 
How happy am I, and how. hlPP are 'ou, my clear 
child that thefl Titian tints, a 1 Guido graces, arc 
all that you "\ ant, to ompJc e my hopes and your 
own charaCler I But then, on the other hand, what 
a drawback would it be to that happinefs, jf you 
1hou1d never acquire them! I r member, when I 
wa of your age, th~ugh·I had not n ar fo good an 
education you have, or:li en a quarter fo much of 
the world, I obferved thofe mafr rly touches, and • 
irrefifrib1e grace in others, and faw the nacdfity of 
acquiring th m myfclf; bt.: then an awkward 11UZU

'lJaije honte, of which II a.d bfought:l gr at deal with 
me from Cambridg , made me 8ihamed to ttempc 
it, cfpeci By if any f my countrymen and parti
cular acql iotan e were by.- Th's was extremely 
abfurd in me; for Vl:itbout atte pting I could never • • fucce .. But at taft, infenfibly, by frequenting a 

• • rea.t 
• • • 
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• • 
great deal of good company, and imitating tho1e 
\~hom I faw that every body liked, I formed myfelf. 
tanl /lim )Jue mal. For God's fake, let this lail: fute 
varnifh, fo neceffary to give luftre to the whole 

piece, be the fole and fingle object now of 'Your ut~ 
moil: attention <BerlAn ma~contribute a great deal to 
it if you pleafe; there are all the i,ngredients that 

compore it . 
.A propol of Berlin,; while you are there, take care 

to feem ignorant of all political matters between the 
two courts; fuch as the affairs of Oil:-Frife, and 
Saxe Lawemburg, &c. anu enter into no conver[t · 
tions upon thofe points: however, be as well at 
Coun as you poffibly cap; ]iYe at it, and make one 
of it. Shoulc\ Gert.eral Keith offi r you civilitie , 

fl 

do not decline them; but return them however w' th~ 
" out being enfant de la maif011 chez lui: fay des chofts 

jlQ/lCttftl of the Royal Family, and efpeciaIly of his 
Prufli n M Jefty, to thofe who are the moft like to 

c 
repeat them. In iliort, inake yourfelf well thae, 

itl out making yourfelf ill fomewhere tift. Make 
~ . ompnfficnts from me to Algarotti, and converfe 

with him in It:lli.1n. 
I go n~~t w ek to the .Bath, for a deafnefs, which 

I have been plagued with this four or five months; 
\\'h'ich I am a1fured that pumping my head will 

mo e. 'I his deafnei.!, 1. own, has tried my pa-
• enee; as it h cut m'c off from fociety,. at an age 
h I had no pleati r but thofe left. In the mean. 

t 

• by ring and writing, mad,: my. 
t" ' 

eyes 
o 
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eyes fupp1y the defea of iny ears. Madame H-, 
I fuppofe, entertained both yours alike; however, 1 
am v.er}' glad you were well with her· fo fhe is a 
good ProntuJe, and puffs are very ufeful to a young 
fellow a his entrance into the w'orld. 

• 

If you fhould meet wi h La P broke again, 
any where, m~ke him many compliments from me; 
and tell him, I ihould have written to him, but that 
I knew how troublefo an old correfpondent muA: 
be to a young one. He is much commended in the 
ac 'aunts from Hanover. 

You win ftay a Berlin juft as long as you like it, 
and no longer; and from thence you are abfolutely 
m fter of your own motions. either to the Hague, or 
to Bruffi Is; but 1 think you 1 tter go to the 
Hague firft, bccaufe hat fr, m thence BmfTels will 
be in y or way to Calais, which j4 a much better 
paffage to England than from Helvoetfiuys. The 
two Courts of the Ha ue and BrufTds are worth your 
feeing· aod ·ou will fee them b th to advantage, 
b means f Colonel Yorke and Dayrolle.. Adieu. 
Here is en.ough for this time. ' 

• 
• • 

• 
• 

, . 
• 

• • • 
Vot. IiI. • • • 

• 
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/ LET T E R CCXC. 

London, September the z6th, O. So' 1752. 

My DEAR FRIEN~, 
() 

As you chiefly employ, or rather whollyengrofs 
my thoughts, I ~ e every d, with increafing plea
lure the f..ir profpeCi: which you have before you. 
I had two views in your education: they draw 
m:arer and nearer, and I have now very little reafon 
to diftruft your anfwering them fully. Thofe two 
were, Parliamentary and foreign affair. In confe
quence of thofe viO!ys, ( I took care, firft, to give 
you a fufficient <frock of found learning; and, next, 
an early knowledge of t e world. Without making 
a figure in Parliament, no man can make any in this 
country; and loqu nee alone enables a man to 
make a figure in Parliam nt, ( unlers it be a very 
mean and contemptible one, whi h thofe l1lake there 
who 1i] ntly ote, and who do pcdibuJ ire ;11 ftnten
I;am. For ign affairs, when fkilfully managed, and 
fupport d by a parliam<:ptary reputation, lead to 

hat ver i& moft onfid:rabl in thi country. You 
ha e th ... language neceffary for that purpofe, with 

{uffici nt fund Qf hiftorical hnd treaty knowledge; 
that is to tay, you hav the Matter ready and only 

t tbe Manner. your objeds beill~ thus fixed, I 
~~!llcnd to you to have them conilimtly in your 

ough , and to di a your r,.ading, your attions, 
and 



• • • 

'TO HIS ION. • 371 

aod your words, to thofe \·iews. Moft people think 
<>nly ex t'e nald, and few (X prifeJfo: I would have 
you ~o both, but begin with the latter. ~ explain 
myfelf: Lay down certain principl s, and realon 
and aet- confequentially from them. As for ex
ample; fay to yourfelf, will ake figure in Par-

. liament, and, in order to do that, I muft not only 
[peak, but fp ak v ry welL peaking mere com
mon fenfe will by no means do; and I 'mufr fpeak 
not only correctly, but , elegantly; and not only 
elegantly, but eloquently. In' order to this, I will 
firft take pains to get an habitual, but unaffi·eted, 
purity, correctnefs, and elegancy of ftyle in my 
common converfation; 1 \ ill feek for the beft • 
words, and take care to r je j prop r, inex-
preffive, and vulgar ones. I wi read the greateft .. 
mafrers of oratory, both antient and modern, and 
I will read th m fingly in that view. I wi ll ftudy 
D emofthenes and ieero, no to difcover an old 
Athenian or Roman c'uftom, nor to puzzle myfelf 
with the . 'alue of talents, mine, drachms, and' 
feftercc , like the 1 arned blockheads in us; but to • 
obferve their choice of words, their harmony of 
di ion, their method, ~heir diftribution, their 
exordia, to engage the favo and attenti n of their 
audience; and theif perorations, to nfo e what 
they' ha\'e faid, and ero lea a ftrong imprcffioo 
upon the affions. or wil I be pedant enough to 
negleet the moderns; for I will Jikewife ftudy Atter-•• • bury Dryden, Pope, and Bolingbroke: nay, I 
will read every that load, in that inten-

t 
• 

100, 
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tion, and never ceafe improving and refining my 
ftyle upon the beft models, till at ,laft I become a. 
model of~loquence myfelf, which, by care, it is in 
every min's power to be. If you fet out upon- this 
principle, and keep :t conftantly in your mind, 
every company "you go into, and every book you 
read, will contribut~ to your improvement, either 
by !hewing you ",hat to imitate, or what to avoid. 
Are you to give an account of any thing to a mixed 
company ( or are you to endeavour to perfuade 
either man or woman? This principle, fixed in 

our mind, will make you carefully attend to the 
choice of your words, and to the c1earnefs and har-
mow of your diCtion. . 

So much for youl; pafliamentary objeCt; now to 

the foreign one: ( 
- Lay down firft thore principles which are abfo
lutely neceffary to form a ikilful and fuccefsful Ne
gotiator, and form yourfelf accordingly. What are 
they 1 Firft, the clear hi.ltori al knowledge of paft 
tranfa8:ions of that kind. That you h,..ave pretty 

11 alrcadlr, and will have daily more and more; 
for, in confequ nee of that principle, you will r ad 
biftory, memoirs; anecdotes, esc. in that view 
chiefly. 'the other neq~1fary talents for negotiation 
are; the great art of pleating, and engaging the af
feCtion and confidence" , not on}.y of thofe with w'hom 
you are to Q-operate, put even of tbofe ~hom you 
are .to appofe ; to conceal your own thoughts and 

• WI, and to difcover other people's; to eqgage 
other people's confic.ence, by. a f~eming cheerful 

, frmknefs 
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franknefs and opcnnefs, without goin~ a ftep too 
. far; to get the perfonal favour of the King, Prince, 

Min.i.fter , or Miftr fi of the ourt to whi~h you are 

ii nt; to gain the abfolute command over your tem
per and your countenance, that no heat may provoke 
you t'o fay, nor no chan e of untlnance to betray, 
what ihould be !I. fi cret. To familiarize and domef

ticate yourfelf in the houfes of th mofl: confiderable 
people of the place, fa as t be recei ed 'there rather 
as a friend to the fam il y, than as a foreigner. 

Ha"ing thefe principles conftantly in your thoughts, 
every thing you do, and ev ry thing you fay, will 
fame way or other tend, to your main view; and 
common converfation wiIJ.gradually fit you fi?r it. 
You will get an habit of che ·ng.any riling heat; 
you will be upon your g rd againft any indifcreet 
expreffion; you will by degrees get the command 
of your COllOtenanc ,. fo as not to change it upon 
any the moft fudden. accident; and you will, above 

all thing, labour to acq~lire the great art of pleaf
ing, wit out whi h nothing is to be done. Com
pany is, in truth, a confrant frat of negotiation ;' 
and, if you a tend to it in that view, will qualify 

yO\1 for any. By th fame mean; that you 
mllke a friend , guard agai~ft an enemy, or gain a 
mi refs; you will make an advantageous treaty, 
baffle thofe who ~ountera8: • au, and gain the 
Court yare fent to. ake this ufe of an the 
Company Y II ke , and y Ir very pleafures Will 

m e )·ou a fu cefsful egotiator. I'lcaie all who 
are w rrh pleafing, offend no c p your own . .. 

b 3 • feefer, 
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fecret, and get out other people's. Keep your 
own temper, and artfully warm otiter people's.' 
Counterwork your rivals with diliget\ce and slex
terity, but at the fame time with the utmoft per
fonal civility to them; and be firm withoilt heat: 
Meilleurs d'Av:ijlx apd SelWien did no more ' than 
this. I muft make one obfervation, in confirma
tion of this afier.tion; which is, that the moft 
eminent egotiators have always been the politeft 
and b~ft-bred men in company; even what the 
women call the prelliefl men. ·For God's fake, ne er 
lofe view of thde two your capital obj cts; bend 

very thing to them, try e,'ery thing by their rules, 
and calculate every thing for their purpofc s. "Vhat 
is p euliar to th~fe ,two obj cb is, that th y require 
nothing, but what one's own vanity, intereft, and 

~ . 
pi aCure, would make one do Independently of theAl. 
If a man were never to be in bufinefs, and always to 
lead a private life, would he not defiro to pleafo and 
to perfuade? So that, ih your two deftinatioos, 
your fortune and figure luckily confpire ,vith your ' 
vanity and your ' pleafure . Nay more; a foreign 
minifter, I will maintain it, can ne" r be a good 
man of bufinefs, if he is, not an agreeable man of 
pleafure toB. Half his bufinefs is done by the 
help of !'iis pleafures: his vie\v are carried on, ;.nd 

rhaps heft and mo·a unfUfpectedly, at balls, 
fuppers, a1femblies ahd parties of pleafure; by 

with \ om Q, and conpeetioos infenfibly 
ith men, at thofe unguarded houts of 

l 

amull ment. 
(Thefe 
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Thefe objeCfs now dra very near you, and yoa 

pave no time. to 10fe in preparing yourfelf to meet 
them. You will be in Parliament almoft as foon as 
your e will allow; and I believe you \ ill' have a 
foreign department frill fooner, and that will be ear .. 
lier than ever any body had one. If you fet out 

• • 
• well at one-and-twenty, what rna you not reafonably 

• 

hope to be at one-and-forty: All that I could willi 
you! Adieu. • 

L T TEl ~C CI. 
• • 

My D EA R RIEND, 

THERE is nothin fa I) eceffary , but at the fame 
time there is nothing more difficult (I know it by 
experience) for you young ft 110ws, than to know 
how to behave yourfelves prud ntly towards thofe 
whom you do not like. Your paffions are warm, and 
your heads are light; you 11 te all thofe ho oppofc 
your iews, either of ambiti n or love; an a rivaJ, 
in ei er, is almoft a [·nonym.ous t rm for an enemy. 
Whene er you meet fuch an 0, you are awkwardly 
cold to hi~, at beft; but often Tude, and always de
nroU'! to gie tiim !i e indireCt·flap. This iSl.lnrea-

nabie; for one an has as go a right to purfue an 

I .b 4 · • e Ioy-
• • • 
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employment, or a miftrMs, as another: but it is, 
into the bargain, extremely impruden~; becaufe yO\! 
commonly defeat your own purpofe by it, and, while 
:you are contending with each other, a thir6 often 
prevails. I grant you that the fituation is, irkfome ; 
a man cannot help thinking as he thinks, nor feel
ing what he fe"els; rand it is a very tender and fore 
point to he th,:varted and counterworked in one's 
purfuits at Court, or with a miftrefs: but prudence 
and abilities muft check the effects, though they can
not remove the caufe. BQth the pretenders make 
tbt!mfelves difagreeable to their miftrefs, wh n they 
fpoil the company by their pouting or their [parring ; 
whereas, if one o~ them ,has command enough over 
himfelf (whatever lw may feel inwardly) to be heer
ful, gay, and e'a.fil5 and unaffectedly civil to the other, 
as if there were no manner of camp titian betw en 
them, the Lady will certainly like him the beft, and I 

his rival will be teq times more humbled and <}jf
couraged; for he will 10CAk up{:)fl fueh a behaviour a 
a proof of the triumph and fecurity of his rival; he 

• will grow outrageous with the Lady, and the warmth 
of his reproaches will probably bring on a quarrel 
between th m. It is the fame in bufincfs; where he 

I 

ho can eommand hi t mp r and his countenance 
th bei'll will always have an infinite advantage over 
the other. This is w~at the r nch call un p'roeM' 
."h,1I g-,.' nt, to pj~lll yourfelf upon fhowing par
tieul r civilities to a man to whom lem r minds 

ould in the fame c;fe fhow difl1k , of perhap rude-
nefs. I will gi u an inlbylce \)f this in my own 

cafe ; 



. 

ca're; and pray remember it, whene er you come 
. be, as I ho you will, in a like fituation. 

When I went to the Hague, in 1744, it was-to 
enga e the Dutch to come roundly into the war, and 
to ftipulate their quotas of troops, &re. Your acquaint
ance, the Abbe de la V' 1 ,wa t~ere on the part 
of France to endeavour to hinder them from com
ing into the war at lll. I was informed, and very 
forry to hear it, that he 'had abilities, temper, and 
induftry. We could not vifit, our two mafters being 
at war' but the firft tijne I met him at a third place, 
I got fomebody to prefent me to him; and I told 
him, that though we were to be national enemies, I 
flattered Illyielf we might be, howev r, 'perfonal 
fri~nds: with a good deal fuor of the fame kind; . . 
which b returned 1n full as poll e a manner. Two 
days afterward, I went, early in the morning, to fo
licit the Deputies of Amfrerdam, where I found l'Ab. 
b' de 1n Ville, who had b en before hand with me; 
upon which I addr u my[elf to th Deputies, and 
{aid, fmi1lngly, : J6 fuil bi n fetchl, Mcffi urI, M 
IrOllver 'mlln Enntmi avec vous; je Ie connois dljd alfn • 
pour Ie craindre: la part;( n'tjl pal / aie, '11(1/1 je "" 
fie avos prop res interets conlr.t Its ta/cns de 11I0n Ennemi; 
e/ au moills)ji je 11'0; pal eu premier "'''',j'oura; Ie 
dernitr aujourd'!:ui. Th~y fmile : the A b~ was 

• 

• I • P afed 
• 
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pleafed with the compliment, and die manner 0/ it, 
fi'ayed about a quarter of an hour; and then left me. 
to my Deputies, ,with whom I continued .upon the 
fame tohe, though in a very ferious manne, and 
.told them that I was only come to ftate tpeir Own 
,true interefts t? them, }?lainly and !imply, without 
any of thofe arts, wftich it was very neceft;.ry for my • 
friend to make \1[e of to deceive them. I carried my 
point, and continued my proeM! with the Abbe; 
and, by this eafy and polite commerce with him' at 
third places, I often found l'geans to fiih out from 
llim whereabouts he was. 

Remember, there are but two procfdiJ in the world 
for a gemkman and man- of parts: either extreme 
politenefs, or knoc1~ing down. If a man notorioufly " 
and defignedly infblts and' affronts YOll, knock him 
clown. but, if he only 1njures you, your beft revenge 
is to be extremely civil to him in your outward be
haviour, th~ugh at the fame time you counterwork 
him, and return him the com liment, perhap with 
int reft. This is not p rfidy, nor diffimulation; it 
would be [0, if YOll were at the fame time, to make 
profeffions of efteem and ·friendihip to this man; 
which I by no means recommenu, but, on the coo
,trary, ablror. All aCt of civility are, by common 
coofent, underftood to be no more than a confor
mity to cuftom, for the quirt and coovenier.t:yof 
fociety, the dt;rl"uns of which are not to be difturbed 
by private difiikes and je-.uoufies. Only women and 
liule minds pout and [par for \h entertainment of 
the company, that :'\lways laugh at; and never pities 

. ( them. 0 
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the m. For my own part, though I would by no 

. means give up any point to a competitor, yet I would 

pique myfelf upon !hawing him rather more civility 
than -to another man . In the firfr place, thIs proeM! 
infaHib make allies rimrs of your fide, which is 
confiderabl party' and .t1J th~ ne. t place, it cer
tainly pI afe the objeCt of the mpetition, be it 
eith r man or woman' who ,ne,"et fail to fay, UPOD 

{uch an occafion, that Ihey.;1I1u.(l own yOll bin:, beba'Uetl 
yaurftlf very handflmely i1l the whole affair. The world 
judges from he app a,ances of thi gs, and not from 
the reality, which few are able, and frill fewer are 
inclined to fath m; and a man who wil1 take care 
always to be in the right tn thofe things, may afford 
to be {j m tim s littl in ~he ¥'ron in more effen
tial ones: there is a willingnefs,· a defire, to xcufe 
him. With nine people - in ten, good-breeding 
paires far good-natur , and they take a tentions for 
good offi At ourts there will be always cold
nelf< , difiik s, jcal ufies; ancl llatred; the harv ft 
being bu~ {mall, in pr portion to the num cr of la
bour rs; but th n, as they arife often, they die foon, . 
unl fs th yare perp ·tu ted by the manner in which 
they have been carri d on, more than by the matter 
which cafioned them. he turns an \'iciffitudes 

f Courts fr quently mak"e friends of ene ie!!, and 
ene ies of friend : 'ou mwft la' Ollr, therefore, to 
acquire tl~at great and unc mon tal nt, of hating 
~ith good-breeding, and lavi~g with prudence; to 
m no q arrel ~rrcconcileable, by filly and -un-

- _ • _ nece([ary 

I . '. • • 
• • 
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neceffary indications of anger; and no fritndfhip 
dangerous, in cafe it breaks, by a wantqn, indifcreet, . 
and unreferved confidence. 

Few (Hpccially young) people know how to 'Jove, 
or how to hate; their love is an unboundctd weak- ' 
-nefs, fatal to the perf 09 ;hey love; their hate is a 
hot, ralb, and imprudent violence, always fatal to 
themfelves. Nin~teen fathers in twenty, and every 
mother, who had loved .you half as well as I do, 
.would have ruined you; whereas I always made you 
feel the weight of my authori~y: that you might one 
day know the force of my love. Now, I both hope 
IOd believe, my advice will have the fame weight 
with you from choice, that my authority bad from 
neceiIity. My ad\'i~e is· juft eight-and-thirty years 
older than your' 0 n, and confi quently, I believe 
you think, rather bett ft. As for your tender and 
pleafurable paffions, manage them yourfelf: but let 
me have the direCtion of all the others. Your am
bition, your figur , and your fl)rtune, will, for rome 
time at leaft, be rather fafer in my keepil g than in 

, your own. Adieu. 

( 

LETTEIt 

r 

,' , ( 

• 
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Bath, Oaoher the 4 h, 1752. • 

My DEAR FRIEND, •• • • 
I CONSIDER you now as at the Court of Auguf-
tus, where, if e er the defire of l>leafi~g animated 
you, it muft make you erirt all the means of doing 
it. You will fee there, full as well, I dare fay, as 
Horace did at Rome, ' how States are defended by 
arms, adorned by manners, and improved by laws. 

ay, you have an Horac~ there, as well as an Au
guftus: I need not name .Voltaire, qui lIit mol;l", 
inepU, Horace himfelf [aid at at er poet. I have 
lately read a er all his w ks that ar~ publi1hcd, 
th gh I had read them more than once before. I 
was induced to this by his Silele de uuis XIV. which 

~ 

I have yet read but f, ur time. In reading o\'er all 
his works, with more atten tion I fuppofe than before, 
my form admiration of him is, I own, turned into 
aftonifhment. There is. no one kind of writing in • 
.. hich he has not excelled. You are fo 
Claffic, ~hat I queftion ~ ether you wi me 
to call hi Henriade an E ic· poem, for wanJ of the 
pro r number of Gods, Devils, Wi~ches, and other 
abfurdities, requifite t or the wchinery; which j,p&-

• chinery is it feems) neceffary to conftitute the Epo-

• • read 

pee. But w ther. you do 0 not, I will dedm , ., . ~ 

(th~h poffibly. to .my own ~e), that I never 
• • 

I • 
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read an Epic poem with near fo much pleafure. :1 
am grown old, and have poffibly loft a great deal 
of that fire, which for'merly' made me love fire in . 

others at any rate, and howe\'er attended with fml)ke : 
but now I muft have all fenfe, and cannot, jor the 

fake of five righ ~ous 1ines1 {orgi\'e a thoufand abfurd 
ones. 

In this dipohtipn of mind, judge whether I can 
read all Homer through t~l'-' de foite, ] admire his 
beauties; but to tell you the truth, when he flum- . 
bers, I fleep. Virgil, I confefs,)s all fenfe, and there
tore I like him bett r than his model· but he i,s 
often languid, efpecially in his five or fix Iaft books, 
during which I am oblige to take a good deal of 
fnuff. Befide, I prpfef§myfelf an ally of urnus's, 
againft the pious neas, who, like many J6i-diJalZt 
pious people, do 5 the ' moO: flagrant injuftice and 

iolence, in order to execute what they impudently 
Call the will of Hea\'cn. But what will you fay, 

hen I t 11 you truly that..I carmot poffibly read our 
countryman Milton through? I acknowletlge him 
to have fome moft fublime pafiages, {i me prodigiou 
flalbes o( light; but then JOU muft acknowl dge, 

li is oft n followed by darlmifs vijible to ufe 
"'_~·p:effion. Bcfid s, not h:l.\ ing the honour 

to ,,:quain> d with al1Y of the parties of his 
t except the Man and the Woman, the cha.ac

ten and fpeeches of a dozen or t 0 of Angels, and 
many viIs, are as much above my' reach as 

entertainment. keep this ft.cret for me: for, 
~ if 
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if \~ fuould be'known, I fhould be abufed by every 
taf.telefs Pedant and every fo~id Divine in England. 
, Whatever f have faid-to the difad\'antage of thefe 
three- Poems, holds much fhonger againft Taffo s 
Gierufal~mme : it is true, h has "ery fine and glaring 
rays of poetry; but then they are only m tors, they 

••• • • dazzl, then difappear, and a fucceed d by falee 
thoughts, poor concelli, and abfurd impo1Iibilities: 
witnefs the Filb and Parr<?~; extra~agancjcs UQwor
thy of an Heroic Poem, and would much better have 
become Ariofto, who rofeifc 5 it cQy,lionerie. 

I have never read the Lufi~de of Camocns, except 
in a profe tranflation, confequently I have never 
read it at all fo 1hall f.'ly nothing of it; but the 
Henriade is all [cn[e from t e beO'inning to the end, • often a rned by tb jufteft and j,'efteil refieCl:ions, 
the mof!: beautiful d fcripti ,the nobleft images, 
an the fublirneft fentiments; not to mention the 
harmony fth cree, in which Voltaire undoubtedly 
exceeds ali the rend. poet.';: ihould you inlift UPOl1 
an exception in fa\'oul' of Ra in , I muft infiit, on 
my part, lat he at 1 aft equal him. 'iVhat Hero 
ever int refted more, t Henry the Fourth, who, 
according to the rules of Epic p try, carries on one 
great an long action and -V cceeds in it ft ? What 
defcription ever excit d r horror than tf fe, firft 
of t Maffacre, and hen of th Famine, at Paris? • 
Was love ever painted with are truth and morbide-e-
za than i~ the ninth book I ~ 'rot bett f, in my 

• mInd, ~en 'n th fourth of· irgiJ, Upop the 
whole, with all ur. clalfical ri our, jf you will bUt 

I • • . fi pore , ... • • 

• 
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. fuppofe St. Lnis a G6d, a Devil, or a Witch, afld 
that he appears in perfon, and not in a dream, the 
Hellriade will be an Epic p6em, according to the ' 
ftrideft ~atute laws of the Epopee ; but in my court 
of equity it is one as it is. 

• 
I could expatiate as mu~h upon all his different 

works, but that I ftoulU ticeed the bounds .of a 
letter, and run into a differtation. How delightful 
is his Hift-ory of that northern Brute, the King of 
Sweden! for I cannot cal(him a man; and I fuould 
be forry to have him pafs for a Hero, out of regard 
to thofc true Heroe , fuch as Julius Crefar Titus, 
Trajan, and the prefent King of Pruffia; who culti
vated and encouraged arts .and fciences; whofe ani
mal courage was accompanied by the tender and 
focial fentimentt. 0," humanity; and who had more 
pl¢ure ill improving,.· than in deftroying their fel
low-creatures. What can be more touching, or more 
interefting; what more nobly thought, or more hap- ' 

.. pily expreffed, than all his dramatic pieces I 'Vhat 
can be more clear and rational than all his phiIofophi
call tters? and what ever was fo grac ful, and gen

, tee! as all his little poetical trifles? You are for
tuna ly a portee of verifying, by your knowledge of 
the man, ~l that I hay ({aid of his works. & 

Monfieurde Maupertui9.(whom I hope, you will get 
c 

acquainted with) is, what one rarely meets with, 
deep in philofophy and :math~tics, and yet 110""1,, 
II aittMbll hom_,; Algarotti i. young l' ontenel1e. 
Such men muft nec~arily giver,yoll "he defirc of 
pl~ them; and . f you can freq-Jent them, their 

• 

( ( 
~:qualD- 0 
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acql1aintance will furnifh you the means of pleating 
• • • 
every body elfe. ' . . 

.A ".opos of pleafing· your pleafing Mrs. F--d 
is expe d here in two or three days: I will ~o all 
that I can for you with her: I think ' ou carried on ••• 

• the romance to the third or fourth volume; I will 

• 

continue it to the eleventh; but as for the twelfth and • 
Jaft, you muft come and c~nclllde it your'felf. Non 
[unf qualiJ eram. 
, Good night to you, c~ild; for I am going to bed, 
juft at the hour at which I fuppofe you are beginning 
to live, at Berlin. 

• • • . 
• • 

• LET T E R CCXCIII . 

Bath, ' November the '11th, 1752. 

My DEA FRIEND, 

IT is a very old and very.true maxim, that thore 
Kings reign the moil: fecure, and the moil: abfolute, 
who reign . in the hearts of .their peop! Their 
popularity is a better guard' than their army , and 
the dioDS of their bject a better pledge of 
their obedie~ce, than their fe s. This rule is, in 
l*oportion, • full as true, though upon a different 
fcal~, with reglrd to-private people. A man who 

• poffctrcs that great t f pleating niverf~)Jy, and of 
• V oJ.. J • t; c gaUting . 
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gaining the affections of thofe with whom he ;on.. 
vcrfes, poffeffes a ihength ~hich notlling elfe can' 
gi-\'c him; a ftrength: which facilitates and h~lps his 
rife; and .. hich, in cafe of accidents, breaJcs hiS' 

• 
fall. Few people of your age fufficiently confider 
this great point of pbpuliinry; and, when the~ grow • 
older and wifer, ftri~e in vain to recover what they 
loft by their negligence. There are three principal 
caufes that hinder them: from acquiring this ufeful 
fcrength; pride, inattention, and mall'Vaije honte. 
The :tirft, I will not, I cann~t fufped: you of; it is' 
too mucl). below your underftanding. You cannot, 
and I am fure you do tlot, think yourfelf fuperior 
by nature to the SavoytOrd who cleans your room, or 

o 
footman who tlealls your ihoes; but you m".y rejoice, 
and with, reafon, a~ I}he differen~e that fortune has 
made in your favour. Enjoy all thofe advant ges; • 
but witl out 'infulting thore who are unfortunate 
enough to want them, or .even doing any thing 
unneceffarily that may remind them of that want. 
For my OWn part, I am more upon m guard as to 
my be~viour to my ftnrants, and others who are 
called my inti riCK'S, than I am towards my equals. 
for fear Qf being fufpected of that mean and unge-

, ~rol1S fcntiment, of &efiring to make others feel ' 
that diffi renee which fortun~ has, and perhapt, too, 
undefefYcdlYt made .between us. Young people do 
DOt enough attend to this; but fatfelt' imagine th· t 

imperative moOd, and a l19ugh tDnc of authority" 
d Q~fion, are indicatioD$ of fpirit and courage. 

~on is al 31& lOok.ed upon, though{omctim 
UDju.ftly, 



• f 
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• 

tthj~ly, as the effeCl: of pride and contempt; and 
where it is th ght fa, 's n"'"er .forgiven. In this 
article.. young people are gent!rally e.~ceedingly to 
blame, and offend extremely. Their whole atten
tion is' enkrolfed by their particttlar fet of acquaint
ance: and by loine few . ng nd t"Xalted objects, 

• ofrantC, beauty, dr p:ltts: all til reft they think fo 
l,ittle worth their cate, that they n leCl: even com· 
man civility towards them. ' I wi 1 frankly coMefs to 
you, that this was one of my great faults when 1 was 
~f your age. Very at ntit'e to pleafe that narrbw 
Court circle ill which I ftood enchanted, I confidered 
e\!ery 11 ing eIfe as bourgeois ilnd llnworthy of com
mon c· 'ility;. I paid my COt 't affiduoufly and 1kil
fuUy eno,.vgh to ihining and di ' g '{bed, figures, 
fuch a"S miniftets, wits, and J>~uties; but then I 
moftrbfurdly an<f impruderltly neglected, and con-

• fequentlyoffend d, all others. By this folly I made 
myfelf a thoufand en~mies of both (exes; who, 
though I thought them "ery infignificant, found 
means tb hI.: 't me elfentially, where I wanted to re .. 
commend niyfelf the rhoft .. I was thought proud, . . 

though I ~ as only imprudent. A general afy c!"Hity 
and attention to tbe comm ' run of ugly women, 

. ' :rnd of middlibg men, botl) icll I fillily thought, 
. called,. and treated as odd people, would havt made 
me as many friends, as y the" contrary condua I 
Dj"lde mylelfcnemies. All thi too was a f>tP'" perl,. 
for J might ecwal1y,. and even mdre ~uccef6f~~ly, 
ha~ rn~e' my court, where I had partlcWar views '0 ptifY. I will all that thi ta1k is often very 
• a o· ~ • unPJearant , 
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unpleafant, and that one pays, with fame unwiIl' 'g
nefs, that tribute of attenti<j1 to dul~ and tedious . 

• 
men, a~d to old arltl ugly women; but it is the 
lowell: price of Jpop111arity and general app1aufe, 
~hich are very wel~ worth pUl'chafing, ' were· they 

... much dearer ... I ronc,1~ this head with this 
advice to you: ~ain, by particUlar affiduity 
an~ addrefs, the-men and women you 'want; and, 
by an univerfa1 civility and attention, pleafe every 
body fo far, as to have their good word, if not 
their good will; or, at leaft, as to fecure a partial. 
neutrality. 

1r1auvaift honte not only hinders' young people 
from making a great many friends, but makes them ... 
a great many snert;l\es. ' They are afhamed of doing 
the thillg that th~y know to be right, and would 

c • • 
otherwife do, for fear of the momentary lauBh of 
fome fine gentleman or lady, or of fame mtAvais 
plaifo'nt. I have been in this cafe; anq have often 
wifhcd an obfcure acquaintance at the devil, for 
meeting and taking notice of me, wqen I was in 
what I thought and c Bed fine company. I have 
returned th ir notic fuily, awkwardly, and c~nfe
quently ofii nfiv 1y, fOf fear of a momentary joke; 
not con1.f'dering, as I aught to have dode, that the 
cry People who would 'have joked upon me at firft, 
auld have efteemed me t~ more for it afre!wards. ' 

An example explaiAs a rule heft: ~uppofe you 
ere walking in tile Tuilleries with fome fine fol~,. 

ad t you 1'hould unexpeCtedly meet. TOu . old 

~tance, ~c crook.ed 'Gmnon i w~ wq~ 
yoa 
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OU' ,o? I wilf tell you what you fhould do, by 
telling you what I would now do in that cafe myfe1f. 

r would run u1> to him, and ~brace him; fay 
fame k.ind things to him, and then return eta my 
comp~y. There I ihould be immediately aiked : 

• Mais qu'e.fl ct que e'e.fl dune que ct tit Sapajou qlle vous 
_ IJ'V(Z trlJ!r(/l!i fi tendremmt-r · Po'! ·eela-J'accolade.a iti 

charmanle; with a great deal more fi 11ivity of that 
"fort. To this I fhonld anfwer, without being thc- · 
leaf( afhamed, but en badinant: 0 je tU flOIlS dira; 
pas qui ,'eft; c'efl un petit ami qae je tiens il1cognito, , 0 _ 

qui a fln merite, t qui, a force d eire mmu failoublier 
fa figure. ~le me dOl1l1erez·vous, el je VOtlJ Ie prefin
"erai? And th n, with a little more ferioufnefs, I 
wo~ld artd; Mat's d'aili~urs 'eft. que je 17e dtja'lJDW 
jamais mUt#Qnnoi./!ances, q eauft rie l t' '101 ou d4 lellr 
figure. Ilfaut a'Voir bien pc tie fin/imenls pour I, 

. faire. ) This would at once put an end to that mo
mentary pleafaotry, and give them all a better 
opinion of "me than e)' had before. support: 
another cafe; and that fame of the fineft ladies dll 

• b01l ton ihou come into a room, and finr} you fitting 
by, and talking poHtcly ~, ' la vieiJ]e Marquife de . 
Bellefonc1s, the joke would, for a moment, turn 
upon that IlJt a tite. Ht bien ~~ a'lhz-VOUJ a Ja fill fixl 
la bellt MarfJuife ~ La parti~cfl-tlle faile pour '.ptlil' 
.ai/on , Ia follptr fora a/anI lallS doute. Mais,. 
fais-Ill done poilU fl r~pu't de jMuve une jtu1le el aim4bll 
ptfollne C011ln! ceIJe'/J? 1'0 this I ihould anfwer I 
U Jjrt;, n'~/oil fas (.lOre tOld-a-!ai/ /iit, 'lJOUl IIDfU 

.tln "-'''',D1III" ; m S Ie Ie U., P /Ilil-on I D'Ilif-
'... i a ·. 1., • • • • • • • • 
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J "iJ'~ latrl m 'fut%-'O()US at .es atnDUrS tant IJfl 'VOltS Irll, 
je'lJOUS dirlli que je rtJPe8t lanl leI jeu~s dames, -quejt 
rejptc7e mime Its '11iei{les, ptfUr J'llvo:r '1I/~ Apres ctia 
il y a /ou'J)enl des I ai/lms enlre les vieiJies tt u. jeunes., 
This would at once tum the pleafantry wtp an 

t.1teem for your grud fenfe and your good-breeding~ 
Purfue fteadify, a d-Wltl1out fe r or iliame., what- • . 
ever your rea[on tells you is right, .and what you fee 

is praCtiCed by people of ~ore exper' ence th~n your
f.elf, and of eftabldhed' characters of good fenfe and 

good-15reeding, • 
After all this, perhaps you will fay, that it is im

pomble to pleafe every body. I grant it: but it 
does not follow that one. ihClU1d not therefore enqea-' 

VOllr t pleafe as ~any-as one can. Nay; I will go 
farth ... , and r adluit hat it IS irnpoffible f~ any man 
not t have fome etlc. lUi s. But this truth, from 
long experi nce, I ifcrt, that he who has th moft. 
fri('nds, :md the feweft enemies, is the ftrongeft; 

ill rife the hi h ft with the leaft envy; and 
fall, if he ooes fall, the gentleft, and the moft 
pitied. This is furely an objeCt worth purfuing~ • 
Pur[ue it according to the rules I ha,-c here given 
you. I will dd one 9bfen-ation more, and two 

ample ... to enforce it ~. ' and then, as the !la~fons fay. 
conf;l!Jde, ' -

There is no one cr .ature [? obfcure, fo )ow~ or (0 

poor, who mal not,. by the ftrange and unaccoun
tban and iciffitudes of human affairs, {oml

how 0 other, or fome time· or or~crJ be{()rnc;.IlD 
lIfcful friend, or ~ troublc{~ escmy, to the great-

. e~ .. ~ , 
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t¥ nched.-T c late Duke of Ormond 

awoit the weakeft, but, at 'the fame time" the heft: 
bred, and mott popular an in Jiits kittgdom. His 
rucation in courts and camps, joined to 'an cafy, 
gentle patllre, had given him that habitualaf&bility, 
thofe engaging manner~, and th fe mechanical 

• tentio"" that al~oft fupp ~d t e p1ace of ev~ry 
talent he wanted; and he wanted alrnofr every one. 
They procured him the,loye of all nien, without the • 
efree!Il of any. He was impeached af,er tIle death 
of Queen Anne, only becaufe that, hJving been en
gag~d in the fame mea[ures with thofe who were ne
celfarily to be impeached, his impeachment, for 

• form's fake, became 'nece(fary. But he was im
pe:ched~'lithout acrimony, a d without the leaft in ... 
tention t~ he ihould fuffer,~o,",itftftanding the 
party violence of thofe times. q'he qucftion fllf his 

• impe hmel}.t, in the Houfe of Commons, was car ... 
ried by maAY fewer votes, than any other queftioll 
of impeachment; an Earl Stanhope, then Mr. 
Stanhope, and Secretary of State, who jmpe~ched 

• him, very n after negotiated and concluded hi 
accommodation with the late-King; to whom he wu 
to have been prefented the ixt day, But the late 
Bifuop of och frer, Atter rY, who tho ght that 
the Jacobite cau[e might ii er by loling th' uke 

-of Orll1ond, went in aJI haft and prevailed with 
the poor weak man 0 run awa ; affwing him, that 

was only 0 be gulled into a difgraceful. fubmiC-
fi~~, aDd ~o, be rdone4- in lomcqucnce of it. 

• o.c 
. 4 I .W?' . • • 
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When his fubfequent attajllder ~atfed, e 
mobs and difrlJrbances in town. He had not a.per .. 
fonal enemy ip th orld, aftd had a t~bufand friends. 
All thistwas fingly owing to hi natural delire 0 

pleafing; and to the mechanical means th~t h~ edu

r,tion, not his par , had given him of doing it.- . 
The other inft nc s the ate Duke of ~Jarlbq.rough, • ... . 
who frudi d the art of pleafing, becaufe he well 
knew the importance of it; . he enjoyed and ufed it 
more tl an erer mandid. egained whomfoever he had. 
a mind to gain; and he had a mind to gain every
body) be~au[c h knew theit every body was more 
or leis worth gaining. Though his power, as Mi-
nifter and General, macle him m oy politi a1 ~nd 

• 

party en mies, tbel dio. not make him one perfot\a~ 

one; and th~ ·vetJy EJeople who would gltdly have 
difplaced, difgrace<l,r--an perhaps attainted, the 
Duke of Marlborough, at th fame · time perd nally 
loved Mr. hurchill, even though his private cha
raacr WI! blemiihed b)' .fardid :lyurice, the moLt 
unamiable of 11 vices. lIe had wound up and turned 
llis whole machine to pI aG and ngage. He had ' 
an inimitable fweetn Ii '~I gel1tlencfs in his counte:' 
nane , a tendernt!fs jn ,his manner of fpeaking, a 
graceful c<1ignity in ciry motion, and IIA univerfal 
an'! l\linute att ntion t(). the leaft things that coukl 
pofiibly pleafe the le~ peripn. This was a art in 
'him; art, of which (he w 11 hew and enjoyed the 

anrages J for no man ever had more interior arrl
biqOD, pride, and vuiee, th.lp he .. ' fhougb 

, 
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oJ you liave m\we than moft people of Yo 
a.~e, -you have ;et very little ~xPerie~" .and kn~. 

· ledge of the world; now I Wl~O J~culate mine 
,pon u, and thereby pre~'ent both the dariie~s and 

'1he m ks.of youth and inexperiooce. If you r eivc 
,the matter kindly, and obferv mv prefcriptio~ · . .. 
• fcrupu"",ufi y, you will fecure th~ 'future advamagea 

of time, and join them to the preient ~neftirruiblo 
ones of one-and-t\venty., . 

I moft earnefily recommend one thing more to 

lOu, .during your prefent fray at Pari : I own it i. 
pot the moil agreeable; but I affirm it tt> Le the 
moft uti ful thing in the world to one of your age; 
'and, ther ore I do hope that.you will force and con~ 
1hain your[elf to do it . . I e~ to converfe fre
quently, rather to be in comJfiln] frequently, with 
both men and women much yo uperiors in age and 

. rank.' I am very fenfible that, at your age, vOUJ 1 
entre,;; pour ,eu de choft, ~I mime [oUVt11t pour rim, el 
que 'l)OUS Y p~t/erez. meme q~elqJtes 11I(Juvais quar/-d'htureJ: 
but no matter; you will be a folid gainer by i!: you 

: will fee, hear, and learn, the turn and manners of 
tbofi people; you will gain' premature experience 
by it; and it will give you abit of engaging and 
refpeCtful a entions: Verfai ,as much pom .. 
hIe, though lfobably une ertaining; the Palai.t 
lloyal ctftcn, hbwever dqJJ; for 'gn minifters of the 
firft rank, fre~ently; and worn n, though old, who 
ar rcfpe8:abJe and rcfpe8:ed for th.eir rank or par:u, 
fuch as Madame e Pu1lieux, Madame de Nivemoil, • Madar 



, 
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.tame iguilhm, Mada Geolfraift, .t.i IS 

foi'llion, if Il~ be <>he to yo , will coft you hut·vell 
little thefe tl1f:ee tour m~nths that you are to pafs . 

jl 

at Paris, ·and wilJ bring you in a. great deal; I1tlr wi 
it,. Jl6t' ought it,. t(t hinder you from beil\g iJll more 

~ . tertainiRg C9mp/,y lFW part of the day. Y'UI " 
~, fi 'VOIIS It 'VQM/, z, tir". un gra"d parI;" de ees • 

i" I1lQis. ~ay God make you do fo. and blefs 
, JOU! Adi~u, 

=$ 
LET TaE R CCXCIV • .. \ 

Balli, November the 16th, 175~ 

y D~AR FRIENn~ 

ITY, or, to caU it. by a gentler name, tho 
e of admiration and applaufe, is, perbap , the 

it univerfal princjple of human aa:i~ns; I do not , 
y, that it is the b t; .. and I will own, that it ill 

etimes the caufe oJ .. both foolifu 3.Qd criminal ef. 
Sut it is fo poch oftener the ..principle of 

• h hings, that, th~h they ought to have a bet .. 
r, yet, confiderin~ hwnfD nature: that inciplc 

• to be encouragcdeand cherifued" in confideralion 
• effeaL here that defire is w\nting, we 

be indi1l'i ten liftlc t, ~ ~ , 
... I 4 l-

f, . • 










