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to dance 2 minuget as well as you do. You now
dance it mechanically, and well, without thinking
of it .

I am furprifed that you found but one letter from
mé at Manheim; for you ought to have found four
or five ; there are as many lying for you at your ban-
ker’s at Berlin, which I wifh you had, becaufe I
always endeavoured to put fomething into them,
which, I hope, may be of ufe to you.

When we meet at Spa, next July, we muft have
a great many ferious converfations; in which "I will
pour out all my experience of the worldgilind which,
I hope, you will truft to, more than to your own
young notions of men and things. You will, in time,
difcover moft of them to have been erroneous ; and,
if you follow them long, you will perceive ynu; er-
ror too late ; but, if you will be led by a guide, who,
you are fure, does not mean to miflead you, you
will unite two things, feldom united in the fame
pf;fzfon; the vivacity and fpirit of youth, with the
caution and experience of age.

-Laft Saturday, Sir Thomas Robinfon ~ who had
been the King's Minifter at Vienna, was declared
Secretary of State for the fouthern department, Lord
HoldérnefTe having taken the nosthern. Sir Thomas
acgepted it unwillingly, and, as I hear, with a pro-
mife that he fhall not keep it long. Both his health
and fpisits are bad, two very difqualifying circum-

% Created Lord Grantham in the year 1761, and fince Ems
baffador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary to the Court of
Spain.

Vor.IV. G fances
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flances for that employment; yours, I hope, will
enable you, fome time or other, to go through with
it. In all events, aim at it; and, if you failor fall,
let it at leaft be faid of you, Magnis tamen excidit
afis, Adieu!

LETTER CCCXIIL

London, Apnl the sth, 1754.
My prar Friexo,

I RECEIVED, yefterday, your letter of the 2oth
March, from Manhcim, with the enclofed for Mr.
Eliot; it was a very proper one, and [ have for-
warded 1t to him by Mr. Harte, who fets out for
Cornwall to-morrow morning.
~Yam very glad that you ufe yourfelf to tranf‘ﬁ;
tions; and I do not care of what, provided yc
ﬁixéy the correctnefs and clegancy of your ftyle.
The Life of Sextus Quintus is the beft book, of the
innumerable books written by Gregorio Leti, whom
the Tealians, very juftly, call Leti caca fitri. But I
would rather that you chofe fome pieces of oratey
for your tranflations, whether antient or medem,
I.gﬂn or French; which would give you a moye
‘orh train of thoughts, and turn of expreffion.
1n your Ietter to me, you make ufe of two words,
which, though true and corret Englith, are, how-
ever,
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ever, fromlong difufe, become inelegant, and feem
now to be ftiff, formal, and in fome degree fcrip-
tural ; the firft is the word namely, which you in-
troduce thus, You inform me of a very agreeable piece
of ngws, namely, that my eleclion is fecured. Inftead
of namely, 1 would always ufe, which is, or that is,
that my ele@ion is fecured. The other word is,
Mine own inclinations: this is certainly correét,
before a fubfequent word that begins ¥ith a vowel ;
but it is too corre&t, and is now difufed as too for-
mal, notwithftanding the Aiatus occafioned by my
owen. Every language has its peculiarities; they are
eftablithed by ufage, and, whether right or wrong,
they muft be complied with. I could inftance many
very abfurd ones in different languages; but fo
authorifed by the jus et nerma loguend:, that they
muft be {fubmitted to.  Namely, and to wit, are very
good words in themfelves, and contribute to clear-
nefs, more than the relatives which we now fubfti-
tute in their room ; but, however, they cannot be
ufc-.‘l!, except in a fermon, or fome very grave and
formal compofitions. It is with language as with
manners ; they are both eftablifhed by the ufage of
people of fathion ; it muft be imitated, it muft be
complied with. Singularity is only pardonable in
old age and retirement ; I may now be as ﬁngu]ar as
afe, but you may not. We will, when we
meet, difcufs thefe and many other points, pro-
vided you will give me attention and credit; without
both which it is to no purpofe to advife either youor

any body elfe.
Ga I want
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1 want to know your determination, where you
intend to (if I may ufe that expreffion) while away
your time, till the laft week in June, when we are
to meet at Spa; I continue rather in the opinion
which I mentioned to you formerly, in favour of.the
Hague; but however 1 have not the leaft objection
to Drefden, or to any other place that you may like
‘better.” If you prefer the Dutch fcheme, you take
Treves and Coblentz in your way, as alfo Duffel-
dorp: all which places I think you have not yet
feens At Manheim you may certainly get good
letters of rccommendation to the Courts of the two
Ele&ors of*Treves and Cologne, whom you are yet
unacquainted with; and I fhould wifh you to know
them all. For, as [ have often told you, olim bac
meminiffe juvabit., There is an utility in having feen
what other people have feen; and there is a juftifiable
pride in having fecn what others have not feen. In
the former cafe, you are equal to others; in the
latter, fuperior. As your ftay abroad will not now
be very long, pray, while it lafts, fec’ every &\ing
and every body you can; and fce them well, with
care and attention. Itis not to be conceived of
what advantage it is to any body to have f{een more
things, people, and countries, than other people-in
general have : it gives them a credit, makes them
teferred to, and they become the objeéts of th\{ at-
tention of the company., Theyare not out in: any
part of polite converfation ; they are acquzxnted
with all the places, cu&dms courts, and- families,
tbatmhk:lymbemcnh@od they are, as Mon-

fieur
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fieur de Maupertuis juftly obferves, de tons les pais,
comme les [ravans font de tous les tems. You have,
fortunately, both thofe advantages; the only re-
maining point 1s de f¢avoir les faire valeir 3 for with-
out that, one may as well not have them. Remem-
ber that very true maxim of La Bruyere’s, Qu'en ne
vaut dans ce monde que ce qu'on veut vakir. The
knowledge of the world will teach you to what de-
gree you ought to thow ce gue vous vairz.  One muft
by no means, on one hand, be indifferent about it;
as on the other, one muft not difplay it with “affec-
tation, and inan overbearing manner : but, of the
two, it is better to fhow too much than too little.
Adieu,

LETTER CCCXIV.

Bath, November the 27th, 1754

My pear Friewnp,

I HEARTILY congratulate you upon the lofs of
your political maidenhead, of which I have received
frgm others a very good account. I hear that you
wire ftopped for fome time in your career; but re-
Govered breath, and finifhed it very well. . I am not
{urprifed; nor indeed concerned, at your accident ;
for I remember the dreadful feeling of that fituation

G 3 in
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in myfelf; and as it muft require 2 moft uncommon
thare of impudence to be unconcerned upon fuch
an occafion, I am nor fure that I am not rather glad
you ftopped. You muft therefore now think of
hardening yourfelf by degrees, by ufing yourfelf
infenfibly to the found of your own voice, and to
the act (trifling as it feems) of rifing up and fitting
down again. _Nothing will contribute fo much to
this- as committee work of ele@tions at night, and of
private bills in the morning. There, afking fhort
queftions, moving for witncffes to be called in, and
all that kind of fmall ware, will foon fit you to fet
up for yourfelf. I am told that you are much mor-
tified at your accident; but without reafon; pray,
let it rather be a fpur thana curb to yon. Perfevere,
and, depend upon it, itwill do well at laft. When
I fay perfevere, I do not mean that you fhould
fpeak every day, nor in every debate. Moreover,
I would not advife you to fpeak again upon public
matters for fome time, perhaps a month or -
but I mean, never lofe view of that grcat ol;%k

purfue it with difcretion, but purfue it always. Pe-
lotez en attendant partie.  You know I have always
told you, that fpeaking in public was but a knack,
‘which thofe who apply to moft, will fucceed in beft.
Two old Members, very good judges, have fenzume
‘compliments upon this cccafion; and have affuxtd
mie, that they plainly find ## will do : though rh’ey
.jﬁnm\éd from that natural confufion you were in,
'..ha:t you neither faid all, nor perhaps whax you in-
tcnded.  Upon the whole, you have fet out very

“well,
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well, -and have fufficient encouragement to go on.
Attend therefore afliduoufly, and obferve carefully
all that paffes in the Houfe; for it is only knowledge
and experience that can make a debater.  But if you
ftill want comfort, Mrs. » I hope, will adminifter
it to you; for in my opinion fhe may, if fhe willy
be very comfortable; and with women, as with
fpeaking in parliament, perfeverance will moft cer-
tainly prevail, fooner or later.

What little I have played for here, I have won ;
but that is very far from the confiderable fum which
you heard of. I play every evening from feven till
ten, at a crown whift party, merely to fave my eyes
from reading or writing for three hours by candle-
light. I propofe being in town the week after next,
and hope to carry back with me much more health
than I brought down here. Good night.

Mr. Stfnhope being returned to England, and feeing his
Father almoft every day, is the occafion of an interruption
of two years in their correfpondence,

G 4 LETTER
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LETTER CCCXV.

Bath, November the 15th, 1756,
My pear Friewnp,

IRECEIVED yours yefterday morning, together
with the Pruffign papers, which I have read with
great attention.  If Courts could blufh, thofe of
Vienna and Drefden ought, to have thefr falfehoods
fo publlcly and fo undeniably expofed. The former
will, I prefume, next year, employ an hiindred
thoqfand men, to anfwer the accufation ; and if the
Emprefs, of the Two Ruffias is pleafed to argue in
the fame cogent manner, their logic will be too
ftrong for all the King of Pruffia’s rhetoric. I well
semember the treaty {o often referred to in thofe
pieces, between the two Empreflts, in 1746. The
King was ftrongly prefled by the Emprefs Queen to
accede to it. Waffenaer communicated <t to
for that purpofe. I afked him if there were no fecret
articles; fufpe@ing that there were fome, hecaufe
the oftenfible treaty was a mere harmlefs, dcfenfive,
one. He affured me there were none. Upon w hich
i told him, thatas the King had already dufcnﬁxc
aftiances with thofe two Empreffes, I did not fee o

wlpt ufe his acceffion to this treaty, if merely a de

MW, could be, cither to himfelf or the other
m&t&mg pﬁtlcs, but tha.t,'howcrcr, if :tmo;':ly
defiredas anindication of the King'sgood- will, I would

give
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give himan act, by which his majefty thould accede
to that treary, as far, but no farther, as at prefent
he ftood engaged to the refpetive Empreffes, by
the defenfive alliances fubfifting with each, This
offer by no means fatisfied him ; which was a plain
proof of the fecret articles now brought to light, ad8
into which the Court of Vienna hoped to draw us. L)
told Waffenaer fo, and after that 1 heard no more of
his invitation.

I am ftill bewildered in the changes at Court, of
which I find that all the particulars are not yet fixed.
Who would have thought, a year ago, that Mr.
Fox, the Chancellor, and the Duke of Newcaftle,
fhould all three have quitted together ; nor can I yet
account for it; explain it to me, if yo# can. I
cannot fee, neither, what the Duke of Devonthire
and Fox, whom I looked upon as intimately united,
can have quarrelled about, with relation to the
Treafury ; inform me, if you know. Inever doubted
of the prudent verfatility of your Vicar of Bray; but
I am furprifed at Obrien Windham's going out of
the Treafury, where I fhould have thought that the
intereft of his brother-in-law, George Grenville,
would have kept him.

Having found myfelf rather worfe, thefe two or
theee laft days, I was obliged to take fome ipecacuana
Jaft night; and, what you will think odd, for &
vomit; I bronght it all up again in about an hour,
to my great fatisfalion and emolument, which i
feldosh the cafe in reflitutions.

You
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You did-well to go to the Duke of Newcaftle, who,
Ifuppofe, will have no more levees ; however, go
from time to time, and leave your narme at his door,
for you have obligations to him. Adieu.

LEBTTER CCCXVL

Bath, December the 14th, 1756.
My .pEAr Friexp,

WHAT can I fay to you from this place, where
every day is flill but as the firf}, though by no means
fo agreeably paffed, as Anthony defcribes his to have
been? The {ame nothings fuccecd one another every
«ay with me, as regularly and uniformly as the hours
of the day. You will think this threfome ; and fo
jtis: but how can I helpit? Cut off from fociety
thquy deafnefs, and difpirited by my 1l hca.l‘%,
‘where cauld I be better 2 You will fay, perhaps,
‘where could you be worfe 2 Only in prifon, or the
,@llcys, I confefs. However, I fee a period to my
%y here; and I have fixed, in my own mind, a
r#ime for my return to London ; not invited there by
,dther politics or pleafures (to both which I am
mﬂy a ftranger), but merely to be at homd:
Mh .sfter all, according to the vulgar faying, is
home; be it never fo homely.

The
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The political fettlement, as 1t is called; is, Ifind,
by*no means fettled : Mr. Fox, who took this place
in his way to his brother’s, where he intended to pafs
a month, was ftopped fhort by an exprefs, which he
received from his connection, to come to town im=
mediately ; and accordingly he fer out from here
very early, two days ago. I had a very long con-
verfation with him, in which he was, feemingly at
leaft, very frank and communicativ® : but ftill I own
myfelf in the dark. In thofe matters, as in moft
others, half knowledge (and mine is at moft that)
is more apt to lead one into error, than to carry one
to truth; and our own vanity contributes to the
fedudion. Our conjectures pafs upon us for truths ;
we will know what we do not know, and often, what
we cannot know : fo mortifying to our pride is the
bare fufpicion of ignorance !

It has been reported here, that the Emprefs of
Ruffia is dying ; this would be a fortunate event in-
deed for the King of Pruflia, and neceflarily pro-
duce tfie neutrality and ina&ion, at.leaft, of that
great Power ; which would be 2 heavy weight taken
out of the oppofitg fcale to the King of Pruffia. The.
Angufliffima muft, in that cafe, do all herfelf; for,
though France will no doubt promife largely, it will,
Pbelieve, perform but fcantily ; as it defires no bet-
ter,*than that the different powers of Germany fhould
tear one another to pieces.

I hopc you frequent all the Courts : a man fhotld
make his face familiar there. Long habit pmdwq

favonr
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favour intenfibly : and acquaintance often does more
than friendthip, in that climate, where les beaux fen-
#imens are not the natural growth.

Adieu! I am going to the ball, to fave my eyes
from reading, and my mind from thinking,

LETTER CCCXVIL

Bath, January the rzth, 1757.
My pEAR FrienD,

Ywarrep quietly, to fee when either your leifure,
or your inclinations, weopld allow you to honour
me with a letter; and at Jaft I received one this
mming, very near a fortnight after you went from
bence. You will fay, that you had no pews to
write me; and that probably may be true but,
ﬁﬁ:ﬁut news, one has always fomething to fay
ib‘-thofc with whom one defires to have any thing
€M our obfervation is very juft with regard to the
f ng’ of Pruffia, whom the moft auguft Houfe 3f
‘Auftria would nioft unqueftionably have poifonec a
mtm‘y or two ago. But now that Terras Afirea re-
drpuit, Kings and Princes die of natural deaths;
%w is pufillanimoufly carried on -in this dege-
nerate
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nerate age; quarter is given; towns are taken,
and the people fpared : even in a ftorm, a woman
can hardly hope for the benefit of a rape. Whereas
(fuch was the humanify of former days) prifoners
.were killed by thoufands in cold blood, and the
generous victors fpared neither man, woman, gor
child. Heroic adtions of this kind were performed-
at the taking of Magdebourg. The King of Pruffia
is certainly now in a fituation thay muft fuon decide
his fate, and make him Caxfar or nothing. Not+
withftanding the march of the Ruffians, his greatest
danger, in my opinion, lies weftward. I have no
great notion of Apraxin’s abilities, and I believe
many a Pruffian Colonel would out-general him.
But Brown, Piccolomini, Lucchefe, and many other
veteran officers in the Aufirian troops, are refpectable
enemies.

Mr. Pitt feems to me to have almoft as many ene--
mics to encounter as his Pruffian Majefty. The late
Misiftry, and the Duke’s party, will, I prefume,
unite againft him and his tory friends; and then
quarrel among themfelves again. His beft, if not
his only chance of fupportmg himfelf would be, if
he had credit enough in the city, to hinder the ad-
vancing of the money to any Adminiftration b :
pwn; and I have met with fome people herewho thmk
that he has.

1 have put off my journey from hence for a week,
‘but no longer. I find I fill gain fome fh-cng,tfi_am'[_i
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fome fleth here ; and therefore I will not cut, while
the run is for me.

By a letter which I received this morning from
Lady Allen, I obferve that you are extremely well
with her; and it is well for you to be fo, for fhe is
an gxcellent and warm puff.

4 propos (an expreffion which is commonly ufed
to introduce whatever is unrelative to it), you thould
apply to fome of Lord Holderneffe’s people, for
the perufal of Mr. Cope's letters. Tt will not be re-
fufed you; and the fooner you have them the better.
1 do not meag them as models for your manner of
ivtiting; buf®as outlines of the marter you are to
write upon.

If you have not read Hume’s Effays, read them :
théy are four very f{mall volumes; I have juft
finithed, and am cxtremely pleafed with them. He
thinks impartially, deep, often new: and, in my
mind, commonly juft. Adieu.

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXVIIL

Blackheath, September the 1yth, 1457,
My pEAR FRIEND,

LLORD Holderneffe has been fo kind as to_com~
municate to me all the letters which he has received
from you hitherto, dated the 15th, 19th, 23d, and
26th Auguft; and alfo a draught of that which he
wrote to you the gth inftant. I am verygyell plcafca
with all your letters; and, what 1s better, I can tell
you that the King is fo too ; and he faid, but three
days ago, to Monfieur Miinchaufen, }e (meaning
you) fets out very well, and I like bis letters ; provided
that, like moft of my Englifb Minifters abroad, be does
not grow idle hereafter. So that here is both praife
to flatter, and a hint to warn you. What Lord
. Holdernefle recommends to you, being by the King's
order, intimates alfo a degree of approbation; for
the blacker ink, and the larger charaéler, thow, that
his Majefty, whofe eyes are grown weaker, intends
to read all your letters himfelf. Therefore, pray do
not negle& to get the blackeft ink you can; and t@
make your fecretary enlarge his hand, though dail-
leury it is a very good one.

Had Y been to with an advantageous fituation for
you, and a good début init, I could not have withed
you cithier, better than both Lave hitherto proved,
The reft will depend entirely upon yourfelf; and I

own,
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LETTER CCCXIX.

Blackheath, September the 23d, 1757.

My pear Frienp,

I RECEIVED but the day before yefterday your
letter of the 3d, from the head-quarters at Selfingen;
and, by the way, it is but the fecond that I have
received from you fince your arrival at Hamburgh.
‘Whatever was the caufe of your going to the army,
I approve®f the effet ; for I would have you, as
much as poflible, fee every thing that is to be feen.
That is the true ufcful knowledge, which informs
and improves us when we are young, and amufes us
and others when we are old : Ol Lac meminiffe ju-
wabit, 1 could wifh that you would (but I know you
will mot) cater into a book a fhort note only of
whatever you fee or hear, that is very remarkable ;
1 do not mean a German a:bum, ftuffed with people’s
names, and Latin fentences ; but I mean fuch a book
as, if you do not kecp now, thirty years hence yeu
would give a great deal of money to have kept. 4
propos de bottes, for 1 am told he always wears his ;
‘was his Royal Highnefs very gracious to you, br not?
T have my doubts about it. The neutrality, which
he has concluded with Maréchal de Richelieu, will
prevent that bioody battle which you expe&cd but
what the King of Proffia will fay to it, is ancthex
point. He was our only ally; at prefeat, probably

we
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we have not one in the world. If the King of Pruf-
fia can get at Monfieur de Soubize’s, and the Im-
perial army, before other troops have joined them, I
think he will beat them ; but what then? He has
three hundred thoufand men to encounter afterwards,
He tuft fubmit ; but he may -fay with truth, §
Pergama dextrd defends poffent—The late adon be-
tween the Pruffians and Ruffians has only thinned
the human fpecies, without giving either party a vic-
tory ; which is plain by each party’s claiming it.
Upon my word, our {pecies will pay very dgarfor,
the quarrels and ambition of a few, and thofe by no
means the moft valuable part of it. If the many were
wifer than they arc, the few muft be quieter, and
would perhaps be jufter and better than they arg.

Hamburgh, I find, fwarms with Grafs, Griffins,
Firfls, and Firftins, Hockeits and Durcblaugticbeits,
Iam glad of it, for you muft necefflarily be in the
midft of them; and Iam ftill more glad, that, being
in the midft of them, you muft neceffarily be under
fome conftraint of ceremony ; a thing which you do
not love, but which'is, however, very ufeful.

I defired you in my laft, and I repeat it again in
this,, to give me an account of your private and do-
meftic life. How do you pafs your evenings? H.aﬂ:
they, at Hamburgh, what are called at Paris des
Maifons, where one goes without ceremony, fups_gﬂ:
not; asone pleafes? Are you adopted in any fociety?
Hdve you any rational brother Minifters, and which?
Whay fort of things are your operas? In the tenﬂer,
1 doubt they do not excel; for mein lieher febats,

H2 and
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and the other tenderneffes of the Teutonic language,
would, in my mind, found but indiiferently, fet to
foft mufic; for the éravura parts, [ have a very
great opinton of them ; and dus, der domner dich
erfcblige muft, no doubt, make a tremendoully fine
Biece of recitativo,\when uttered by an angry hero,
to the &umblc of a whole orcheftra, including drums,
trumpets, and I'rench-horns.  Tell me your whole
allotment of the day, in which I hope four hours, at
leaft, are facred to writing: the others cannot be
Jbggter employed than in liberal pleafures. In fhort,
give me a full account of yourfelf, in your un-mini-
fterial character, your incognito, without your focchi.
1 love to fec thofe, in whom I intereft myfelf, in
theiy undrefs, rather than ingels ; I kniow them bet~
i I recommend to you, etiam atque etiam, me-
thod and order in every thing you unflertake. Do
.you obferve it in your accounts ? If you do not, you
will be a beggar, though you were to receive the ap-
pointments of a Spanith Embaffador extraordinary,
which are a thoufand piftoles a month ; and in.your
mmu”(cnal bufinefs, if you have not regular and
ftated hours for fuch and fuch parts of it, you w il
be in the hurry and confufion of the Duke of N
doing every thing by bhalves, and nothing wcll, nor
foon. 1 fuppofe you have been feafted through the
Lorps diplowmatique at Hamburgh, excepting Monfieur
Ehampcam ; with whom, however, 1 hope you live
g et galammient, at all third places.
Loudon is much blamed here for his retraite
ast ﬁ: milles, for it is faid that he had above that

number,
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number, and might confequently have acted offen-
fively, inftead of retreating ; efpecially as his retreat
was contrary to the unanimous opinion (as it is now
faid) of the council of war. In our Miniftry, I
fuppofe, things go pretty quietly ; for the D. of N,
has not plagued me this two months. When his
Royal Ilighnefs comes over, which T take it for
granted he will do very foon, the ggeat puth will,
I prefume, be made at his Grace and Mr. Pitt; but
without effet if they agree, as it is vifibly theiriae
tereft to do; and in that cafe, their Parliamentary
ftrength will {fupport them againft all attacks.  You
may remember, I faid at firft, that the popularity
would foon be on the fide of thofe who oppofed, the
popular Militia Bill; and now it appears fo with 2
vengeance, i almoft every county in England, by
the tumults and infurscétions of the people, who
fear that they will not be inlifted. That filly
fcheme muft therefore be dropped, as quictly as may
be.® Now I have told you all that I know, and
almoft all that I think. I wifh you a good fupper and
a'good-night,

Hs LETTER
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LETTER CCCXX.

Blackheath, September the 3oth, 1757.
My pEAR FRIEND,

T HAVE fo litgle to do, that T am furprifed how I
can find time to write to you fo often. Do not
ii,g);_ax the feeming paradox : for it 1s an undoubted
truth, That the lefs one has to do, the lefs time one
finds to do it in. One yawns, one procraftinates ;
one can do it when one will, and therefore one
feldom does it at all; whereas thofe who havea
great deal of bufinefs muft (to ufe a vulgar ex-
pteffion) ‘buckle to it; and then ghey always
find fime enongh to do it in. 1 hopc your own
experience has, by this time, convinced you of this
truth.

I received your laft, of the 8th. It is now quite
over with a very great man, who will be ftill a very
reat man, though a very unfortunate one. He has
qunrmes of the mind that put him above the reach
of thefe misfortunes: and if reduced, as perhaps
ﬁ:c‘may, to the marche of Brandenburgh, hg will
bgiwayn find in himfelf the comfort, and with all the

A oﬂﬂ‘tlte credit, of = phxlo{'ophcr, a lcglﬂator,
Jpatron and a profefior of arts and {ciences. He will
& e the fame of a’ mnqumr. a. cruel. fame,
a‘l&s from the deftrution- of the hqman fpecles
Could it be any fatisfaction to hifn to Know, T conld
el
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tell him, that he is at this time the moft popular man
in this kingdom ; the wholc nation being enraged at
that neutrality which haftens and completes his ruin.
Between you and me, the King was not lefs enraged
at it himfelf, when 'hc faw the terms of it; and it
affected his health more than all that had happened
before. Indeed it feems to me a voluntary conceflion
of the very worft that could have happened in the
worft event. We now begin to thifk that our great
and fecret expedition is intended for Martinico and
St. Domingo; if that be true, and we fuccecd™m
the attempt, we fhall recover, and the French lofe,
one of the moft valuable branches of commerce, 1
mean fugar. The French now fupply all the foreign
markets in Europe with that commodity ; we only
{upply ourfelves with it. This would make us fome
amends forour ill Juck, or ill condu&, in North-
America ; where Lord Loudon, with twelve thou-
{and men, thought himfelf no match for the French
with but feven; and Admiral [¥olbourne, with
feventeen thips of the line, declined attacking the
French, becaufe they had eighteen, and a greater
weight of mal, according to the new feasphrafe,
which was unknown to Blake. I hear that letrers
havg been fent to both, with very fevere reprimands,
I am told, and I believe it is true, that we are ne-
gociating with the Corfican, I will not fay rebels,
bu affertors-of their natural rights; to receive them,
and whatever form of government they think fit to
eftablifh, under our protedtion, npon condmm of
their ﬁclwermg up to us Port Ajaccio; whzch may
H 4 be
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be made fo firong and fo good a one, as to bea full
equivalent for the lofs of Port Mahon. Thisis, in
my mind, a very good fcheme ; for though the Cor-
ficans are a parcel of cruel and perfidious rafcals,
they will in this cafe be tied dowp to us by their own
intereft and their own danger; a folid fecurity with
knaves, though none with fools. His Royal High-
nefs the Duke is hourly expeéted here: his arrival
will make fome®buftle; for I believe it is certain,
that he is refolved to make a puth at the Duke of N.
pirty=2nd Co; but it will be ineffectual, if they con-
tinue to agree, as, to my certain knowledge, they do
at prefent.  This Parliament is theirs ; cetera quis

wefeit 7
Now I have told you all I know, or have
heard, of public matters, let us talk of private
ones, that more nearly and immediately concern
us, - Admit me to your fire-fide, in your litte
room; and as you would converfe with me there,
write to me for the future fram thence. Are you
completely nippé yet? Have you formed what the
world calls connections; that is, a certain number
of acquaintances, whom, from accident or choice,
you frequent more than others? Have you either
fine or well-bred women there? I a-#-i guelque
boxton? All fat and fair, I prefume; too proud
antl too cold to make advances, but, at the
fame time, too well bred and too warm to Te-
jeét them, when made by un benuite bomme aver des
Mr.
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Mr. * * is to be married, in about a month, to
Mifs * *. Iam very glad of it; for, as he will ne-
ver be a man of the world, but will always lead a
domeftic and retired life, the feems to have been
made on purpofe for him. Her natural turn is as
grave and domeftic as his; and fhe feems to have
been kept by her aunts @ /a glace, inftead of being
raifed in a hot-bed, as moft young ladies are of late.
If, three weeks hence, you write hiat a thort com-
pliment of congratulation upon the occafion, he, his
mother, and tutti quanti, would be extremely plesftd
with it. Thofe attentions are always kindly takem,
and coft one nothing but pen, ink, and paper. I
confider them as draughts upon good-breeding,
where the exchange is always greatly in favour of the
drawer. A propos of exchange; 1 hope you have,
with the help of your Secretary, made yourfelf cor-
rectly mafter of all that fort of knowledge—Courfe
of Exchange, dgio, Banco, Reschs-Thalers, down to
:Marien Grofchen. It is very little trouble to learn it 3
it is uften"of great ufe to know it, Good-night, and
God blefs you !

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXL

Blackheath, O&ober the 10th, 1757.
Mr PEAR FrIEND,

LT is not without fome digiculty that I faatch this
moment of leifuse from my extreme idlenefs, to in-
form you of the prefent lamentable and aftonifhing
fmve-of affairs here, which you would know but
umperfedtly from the public papers, and but par-
@ally from your private correfpondents. Ur fus
then:—Qur invincible Armada, which coft at leaft
half & million, failed, as you know, fome weeks
agos the objet kept an inviolable fecret: conjec-
tares vamous, and expetations great. Breft was
perbaps to be taken; but Martinico and St. Do-
mingo, at Jeaft. When lo! the important ifland of
Aix was taken without the leaft refiftance, feven
Ituﬂdrcd men made prifoners, and fome pieces of
cannon carried off. From thence we failed towards
Rﬂchefort, which it feems was our main objeét ;

tnd confequently one dhould have fuppofed that we
i;sd pilots on board who knew all the foundings and
W.lng-plms there and thereabouts: but no p for
General M———t atked the Admiral if he could land
Him nd the troops near Rochefort ? - The Adpiral
m, With great eafe. To which the General re-
plicds But can you take us on board again? To
whl.ch the Admlml anfwered, Tbat, like all naval

opsrations,
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operations, will depend.upon the wind. If fo, faid
the General, T'll ¢'en go home again. A Council
of War was immediately called, where it was una-
nimoufly refolved, that it was advizable to return s
accordingly they are returned.” As the expectations
of the whole notion had been raifed to the higheft
pitch, the univerfal difappoiniment and 'indign:?-.tion
have rifen in proportion’; and I queftion whether
the ferment of men’s minds was evet greater. Suf-
picions, you may be fure, are various and endlefs;
but the moft prevailing one is, that the tail offH
ITanover neutrality, like that of a comet, extended
itfelf to Rochefort.  'What encourages this fufpicion
i, that a French man of war went unmolefted
through our whole fleet, as it lay near Rochefort.
Haddock’s whole frory is -revived ; Michel's repie-
{fentations are combined with other circumiftances;
and the whole together makes up a mafs of difcon-
tent, refentment, -and even fury, greater than
perhaps was ever known in this country before.
Thefe are the facts, draw your own conclufions
from them: for my part, I am loft in aftonithment
and conjectures, and do not know where to fix: My
experience has thown me, that many things which
feem extremely probable, are not true; and many,
which feem highly improbable, are true; fo thag I
will conclude this article, as Jofephus does almoft
every article of his hiftory, with faying, bur of this
every man will belice. as be thinks proper. What' a
difgraceful year will thisbe in the annals of this
cougtry ! May its' ﬂood_gemus, if ever it appt'azl

again,



I12%  LORD CHRSPERFIELD’S LETTERS

again, tear out thole heets, thus ftained and blotted
by:our ignominy |

- Qur domeftic affairs are, as far as I know any
ﬂ;i&'g"dfthcm, in the fame fituation as when I wrote
tyou Jaft; but they will begin to be in motion upoh
‘-t&sjé‘zpproach of the feflion, and vpon the return
of the Duke, whofe arrival is moft impatiently ex-
fb’&e_d'by the mob of London, though not to firow
flowers in his wly.

i“Tleave this place next Saturday, and London the
Satmsy following, to be the next day at Bath,
Adien.

LETTER CCCXXIL

London, October the 17th, 1757.
__?ranlmn FRIEND,

'& 'R laft, of the joth paft, was a very good
m % émd I will believe half of what you affure
#hat 'you. returned to the Landgrave’s civilities.
gannot: poffibly go farther than half, lmomng
i1 ate not Javith of your words, efpecially in
Bt deties of eloguence ‘called the adulatory, Do
9% aie a0 - much diferegon; in. profiting ' of the
; mmﬁmm'-of: _mu; bht il M

. ""




TO HIS SON, "3

your {uperiors, whenever you can nave it; that is
the right-and true pride. The miftaken and filly
pride is, to primer among inferiors.

Hear, O Iracd! and wonder. On Sunday
morning laft, the Duke gave up his commiflion of
Captain General, and Lis regiment of guards. Yeu
will atk me why ? I cannot tell you; but I will tell

Yo the caufes affigned ; which, perhaps, are none
of them the true ones. It is faid it the King re~
proached him with having exceeded his powers in
making the Hanover Convention; which his=Re Py
abfolutely denied, and threw up therenpon.  This
1s certain, that he appeared at the drawing-room at
Kenfington, laft Sunday, after having quitted, and
went ftraight to Windfor; where, his people fayy
that he intends to refide quietly, and amufe himfelf
as a private man. But I conjecture that matters will
foon be made up again, wnd that he will refume his
employments.  You will eafily imagine what fpecu~
lations this event has occalioned in the. public; X
fhall-nefther trouble you nor myfelf with relating
them ; nor would this fheet of paper, or even A
qmrc more, cqntam them. Some refine enough,
to fufpect that it is a concerted quarrel, to juﬂ:l‘fy
Jomebody to fomebedy, with regard to the Conventions
but I do not believe it.

Fhis R. H.’s people load the Hanover Miniftess,
and ' more particularly our friend Munchaufen here,
with the whole blame; but with what degmeot‘
trath T know not, ‘This oaly is certain, that zhe
whole negotiatian - of, that affsir was Yreached, pnd

carried
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carried on, by the Hanover Minifters, and Monfieur
Steinberg at Vienna, abfolutely unknown to the
Englith Minifters till it was executed. This affair
combined (for people will combine it) with the
aftonifhing return of our great armament, not only
re infelld, but even intentatd, makes fuch a junible,
of refleftions, conje@ures, and refinements, that
one is weary. of héaring them. Our Tacitufes end
Machiavels goedecp, fulpect the worft, and perhaps,
as they often do, overfhoot the mark. For my own
o] fairly confefs that 1 am bewildered, and
have not certain pofiulata enough, not only to found
any opinion, but cven to form conjedtures upon;
and this is the language which I think you thould
hold to all who fpeak to you, as to be fure all will,
upon that fubje&t. Plead, as you truly may, your
own ignorance ; and fay, that it is impoflible to
judge of thofe nice points, a* fuch a diftance, and
without knowing all circumftances, which you
gmnm be fuppofed to do. And as to the Duke’s
f.h:ﬁghatmn, you fhouid, in my opinion, ‘fajy that
perhaps there might be a Jittle too much vivacity in
the cafe; but that, upon the whole, you make no
doubt of the thing’s being foon fet right again; as,
intruth, Idare fay it will. Upon thefe delicate
‘occafions you muft practife the minifterial fhrugs
-and perfilage ; for filent gefticulations, which you
would be moft inclined to, would notbe fufficient :
jemcthmg muft be faid; but that fomething, when.
nﬂyfed muft amount to nothing. As fot inftance,
Jl eft vrai gu'en 5y perd, mais que voulez wous due ge
Vous
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vous dife,—il y a bien du pour et du contre, un petit
R’fident me voit gueres le fond du foco—il faust at-
tendre —Thofe fort of expletives are of infinite ufe;
and nine people in ten think they mean fomething,
But to the Landgrave of Heffe, I think you would
do well to fay, in feeming confidence, that you have
good reafon to believe, that the principal objetion
of { his Majefty to the Convention was, that his
Hichnefs's interefts, and the affair of his troops,

erc not {ufficiently confidered in it. To the Pruf-
fian Minifter affert boldly, that you know de f;ence
certaine, that the principal object of his MW
and his Britifh Miniftry's attention is not only to
perform all their prefent engagemcnts with his
Mafter, but to take new and ftronger ones for his
fupport ; for this is true—at leaft at prefent.

You did very well in inviting Comtc Bothmar to
dine with you. You fee how minutely I am in-
formed of your proceedings, though not from your-
felf. Adieu. ' '

*I go to Bath next Saturday ; but direét your letr
ters, as ufual, to London.

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXIIL

Bath, Oc¢ober the 26th, 1757.

My peAR Frienxp,

I ARRIVED here fafe, but far from found, é,tft
Sunday. I h#ve confequently drank thefe watees
hut three days, and yer I find myfelf fomething
B%ver for them. Tlie night before 1 left London, I
was for forhe hours at Newcaftle-lioufe; where the
letters which came in that morning lay upon the
table ; and his Grace fingled out yours, with great
approbation; and at the fame time affured me of
his Majefty’s approbation too. To thefe two appro-
bations, I truly add my own, which, fans vanité,
may perhaps be near as good as the other two. In
ﬂlat letter you venture wos petits raifonnemens very
properly, and then as properly make an excufe for
doing fo. Go on fo with diligence, and “you will
be, what 1 began to defpair of your ever being,
famebody. 1 am perfuaded, if you would own the
truth, that you feel yourfelf now much better fa-
tisfed with yourfelf, than you were while you did
nothing.

Application to bufinefs, attended with approba-
tion and fuccefs, flatters and animates the mind ;
p? in idlenefs and inaétion, ftagnates and putre-
fies. 1 could with, that every rational man would,

every
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every night when he goes to bed, afk himfelf this
queftion, What bave I done to-day ? Have I done any
thing that can be of ufe to myfelf or others? Have
I employed my time, or have I fquandered it ?
Have I lived out the day, or have I dozed it away
in floth and lazinefs 2 A thinking Being muft*be
pleafed or confounded, according as he can anfiver
himfelf thefe queftions. T obferve that you are in

1e fecret of what is intended, and what Munchaufen
is gone to Stade to prepare; a bold and dangerous
experiment, in my mind ; and which may pfSHatily
end in a fecond volume to the Hiftory of the Pa-
latinate, in the'laft century. His Serene Highnefs
of Brunfwick has, in my mind, played a prudent
and a faving game ; and I am apt to believe, that the
other Serene Highnefs, at Hamburgh, is more likely
to follow his example, than to embark in the great
{cheme.

I fee no figns of the Duke’s refuming his em-
ployments; but, on the contrary, I am affured, that
his WMajefty is coolly determined to do as well as he
can without him. The Duke of Devonthire and
Fox have worked hard to make up matters in the
clofet, but to no purpofe. People’s felf-love is very
apt to make them think themfelves more neceflary
than they are: and I fhrewdly fufpect, that his
Royal Highnefs has been the dupe of that fentiment,
and was taken at his word when he leaft expected
it: like my predeceffor, Lord Harrington ; who,
when' he went into the clofet to refign the feals,

Vou. IV. I had
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had them not about him ; fo fure he thought him-
felf of being preded to keep them.

The whole talk of London, of this place, and of
every place in the whole kingdom, 1s of our great,
expenfive, and yet fruitlefs, cxpedition : I have feen
an*Officer who was there, a very fenfible and éb-
ferving man, who told me, that, had we attempted
Rochefort the day after we took the ifland of Aix,
our fuccefs had*been infallible ; but that, after wa.
had fauntered (God knows why) cight or tendays in
oM tftmd, he thinks the attempt would have been
impradicable ; becaufe the French had in that time
got together all the troops in that neighbourhood, to
a very confiderable number. In fhort, there muft
have been fome fecret in that whole affair, which has
not yet tranfpired ; and 1 cannot help fufpeéting that
it came from Stade. We bad not been fuccefsful
there ; perhaps we were not defirous, that an cxpe~
dition, in which we had neither been concerned
nor confulted, fhould prove fo: M——t was our
creature ; and a word to the wife will fomethirs go
agreat way. M t is to have a public trial,
from which the Public expeéts great difcoveries—
Not I.

Do you vifit Soltikow, the Ruffian Minifter,
whofe houfe, I am told, is the great {cene of plea-
{ures at Flamburgh ? His miftrefs, I take it for
granted, is by this time dead, and he wears fome
other body's fhackles. Her death comes, with re-
-gard to the King of Pruffia, comme la moutarde aprés
diner. I am curious to fec what tyrant will fucceed

her,
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her, not by Divine, but by Military, right; for,
barbarous as they are now, and ftill more barbarous
as they have been formerly, they have had very little
regard to the more barbarous notion of divine, inde-
feafible, hereditary nght. .

The Pratorian bands, that is, the guards, I pree
fung, have been engaged in the interefts of the Im-
pertal Prince; but ftill Lthink that litdde John of
Aichangel will be heard of upon this 8ccafion, unlefs
prevented by a quieting draught of Hemlock or
Nightthade ; for I fuppofe they are not arrived worth&*
politer and genteeler poifons of Acqua Tufana*,
fugar-plums, &e.

Lord Halifax has accepted his old employment,
with the honorary addition of the Cabinet Council,
And fo we heartily with you a good night.

LETTER CCCXXIV.

Bath, November the 4th, 1757.
M+ peAr Friewp,

T HE fons of Britain, Tike thofe of Noah, muft
cover their parents’ fhame as well as they can; for
to retrieve its honour is now too late, One would

* Acgua Tufans, a Neapclitan flow poifon, refembling clear

water, and invented by a2 woman at Naples, of the pame of
Tufana,

12 rcallf
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really think that our Minifters and Generals were al}
as drunk as the Patriarch was. However, in your
fituation, you muft not be Cham; but fpread your
cloak over our difgrace, as far as it will go. M——t¢
calls aloud for a public trial ; and in that, and that
only, the Public agrees with him. There willcer-
tainly be one: but of what kind is not yet fited.
Some are for a Parliamentary inquiry, others for a
Martial one : neither will, in my opinion, difcover
the truc fecret ; for a fecret there moft unqueftion-
;E)-]?is. Why we ftuid 1ix whole days in the ifland
of Aix, mortal cannot mmagine; which time the
French employed, as it was obvious they would, in
affembling all their troops in the neighbourhood of
Rochefort, and making our attempt then really im-
practicable. 'The day after we had taken the ifland
of Aix, your friend, Colonel Wolfe, publicly offered
to do the bufinefs with five hundred men and three
thips only. TIn all thefe complicated political ma-
chines, there are fo many wheels within wheels, that
it is always difficult, and fometimes impoflible, to
guefs which of them gives direction to the whole.
Mz. Pitt is convinced that the principal wheel, or,
if you will, 2he fpoke in bis wheel, camc from Stade.
This is certain, at leaft, that M——t was the man
of confidence with that perfon. Whatever be the
truth of the cafe, there is, to be fure, hithertoan
Hiatus valde deflendus.

The mecting of the Parliament will certainly be
very numerous, were it only from curiofity : but the
majority on the fide of the Court will, I dare fay,

be.
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be a great one. The people of the late Captain Gene-
ral, however inclined to oppofe, will be obliged to
concur. Their commiffions, which they have no
defire to lofe, will make them tra@able ; for thofe
Gentlemen, though all men of honour, are of Sofia’s
mind ; que le vrai Amplitrion et celui ou l'on wire,
The Tores, and the City, have engaged to {upport
Pitt ; the Whigs, the Duke of Newcaftle ; the inde-
pendent, and the impartial, as }-'ou'well know, arc
not worth mentioning. It is faid that the Duke in=
tends to bring the affair of his convention into Parlia-
ment, for hisown juftification: I can hardly believe
it; as I cannot conceive that tranfactions fo merely
Eleétoral can be proper objects of inquiry or delibe-
ration for a Britith Parliament ; and therefore, thould
fuch a motion be made, I prefume it will be imme-
diately quathed. By the commiffion lately given to
Sir John Ligonier, of General and Commander in
Chief of all his Majefty’s forces in Great Britain, the
‘door {eems to be not only thut, but bolted, againft
his Royal Highnefs's return ; and [ have good reafin
to be convinced, that that breach is irreparable. The
reports of changes in the Minifiry, Iam pretty fute,
are idle and groundlefs. The Duke of Newcaftle and
Mr. Pitt really agree very well ; not, I prefume, from
any fentimental tendernefs for each other, but from
a fenfe that it is their mutual intereft; and, as the
late Captain Gencral’sparty is now out of the queftion,
I'do not fee what fhould produce the leaft change.
The vifit, lately made to Berlin, was, I date fay,
neither a friondly nor an inoffenfiye one, The Au-
I3 firians.
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frians always leave behind them pretty lafting monu-
ments of their vifits, or rather vifitations; not fo
much, I believe, from their thirft of glory, as from
their hunger of prey.

This winter, 1 take for granted, muft produce a
pcac: of fome kind or another; a bad one for us, no
doubt, and yet perhaps better than we {hould get the
year after. I fuppofe the King of Pruffia is negoti-
ating with France, and endeavouring by thofe means
tu get out of the {crape, with the lofs only of Silefia,
and perhaps Halberftadt, by way of indemnification
to Saxony ; and, confidering all circumftances, he
would be well off upon thofe terms.  But then how
is Sweden to be fatisiied ?  Will the Ruffians reftore
Memel ? Wil France have becn at all this expence
gratis?  Muft there be no acquifition for them in
Flanders ? I dare fay they have fiipulated fomething
of that fort for themfelves, by the additional and
fecret treaty, which 1 know they made, laft May,
with the Queen of Hungary. Muft we give yp what-
ever the French pleafe to defire in America, befides
the ceffion of Minorcain perpetuity ? Ifear we muft,
or' elfe raife twelve millions more hext year, to as
little purpofe as we did this, and have confequently
a worfe peace afterwards. 1 turn my eyes away, as
much as I can, from this miferable profpet; but,
as a citizen and member of fociety, it recurs to my
imagination notwithftanding all my endeavours to
banifh it from my thoughts. 1 can do myfelf or my
gountry no good : but I feel the wretched fituation
of botlr: the Sty of the latter makés me better bear

that
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that of the former ; and, when I am called awav from
my {tation here, Ifhall think it rather (as Cicero fays
of Craflus) Mors donata quam «vita ercpta.

I have often defired, but in +.'~. the favour of
being admitted into your private ap:: entat Ham-
burgh, and of being informed of your ;-ivate Lfe
there. Your mornings, I hope and believe, irc em-
ployed in bufinefs ; but give me an account ¢f the
remainder of the d~y, which I fuppefc is, and ought
to be, appropriated to amufements and pleafures. In
what houfes are you domeftic ? Who are {o 1n yours.?
In fhort, let me in, and do not be denicd to me.

Here I am, as ufual, fecing few people, and hear-
ing fewer; drinking the waters regularly to a minute,
and am fomething the better for them. Iread a great
deal, and vary occafionally my dead company. I
converfe with great folios in the morning, while my
head is cleareft, and my attention ftrongeft : I take
up lefs fevere quartos after dinner: and~at night I
chufe the mixed company and amufing chit-chat of
oftavos and duodecimos. Je tire parti de tout ce que
je puis; that is my philofophy; and I mitigate, as
much as I can, my phyficalills, by diverting my at-
tention to other objedts,

Here is a report that Admiral Holbourne’s fleet is
deftroyed, in a manner, by ftorm: I hope it is not
true, in the full extent of the report; but I believe
it has {uffered. This would fill up the meafure of our
misfortunes, Adicu.

14 LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXV.

Bath, November the 2oth, 1757,
My pear Friexp,

I WRITE to you now becanfe T love to write to
you; and hope that my lettcrs are welcome to you ;
for etherwife I have very little to inform you of. The
King of Pruffia’s late victory you are better informed
of than we are here. It has given infinite joy to the
unthinking public, who are not aware that it comes
too late in the year, and too late in the war, to be
attended with any very great confequences.  There
are fix or feven thoufand of the human fpecies lefs
than there were a month ago, and that feems to me
to be all, However, I am glad of it, upon account
of the pleafure and the glory which it gives the King
of Pruﬂia, to whom I with well as a Man, more than
asa King. And furcly he is fo great a man, that, had
he lived feventeen or cighteci hundred years ago,
and his life been tran{mitted to us in a language that’
we could not very well underftand, I mean cither
Greek or Latin, we fhould have talked of him 2s we
do now of your Alexanders, your Cafars, and others,
with whom, T believe, we have but a very flight ac-
'q,t_t:ainta‘nce: Au yefle, 1 do nat fee that his affairs are
much mended by this vitory. The fame combina-
tion, of the great Powers of Europe againft him ftill
fubfifts, and muft at laft prevail. I believe the French

army
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army will melt away, as 1s ufual, in Germany ; but
his army is extremely diminifhed by battles, fatigues,
and defertion ; and he will find great difhiculties i
recruiting it, from his own alrcady exhaufted do-
minions. He muft therefore, and to be fure will,
negotiate privately with the French, and get better.
terms that way than he could any other.

The report of the thuee General Officers, the Duke
of Marlborough, Lord George Sackvile, and General
Waldegrave, waslaid before the King lafr Saturday,
after their having fat four days upon M——t's affairz
nobody yet knows what it is ; but it is generally be-
lieved, that M t will be brought to a Court-
martial.  That vou may not miftake this matter, as
moft people here do, T muit explain to you, that this
cxamination, before the three above-mentioned Ge-
ncral Officers, was by no means a trial ; but only a
previous inquiry into his condu@, to fee whether
there was, or was not, caufe to bring him to a regu-
Jag trial before a Court-martial.  The cale 1s exaétly
parallel to that of a grand jury; who, upon a pre-
vious and general examination, find, or do not find,
a bill, to bring the matter before the petty jury ;
wlherg the faét is finally tried. For my own part, my
opinion is fixed upon that affair : I am convinced that
the expedition was to be dcfeated ; and nothing that
can appear before a Court-martial can make me alter
hat opinion. I have been too long acquainted with
‘human nature, to have great regard for human tefti-
mony+ dnd a very great degree of probability, fup-

ported
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ported by various concurrent circumftances, confpir-
ing in one point, will have much greater weight
with me than: buman teftimony upon oath, or even
upon honour ; boil: which I have frequently feen
confiderably warped by private views,

«The Parliament, which now ftands prorogued to
the firft of next month, it is thought, will be put off
for fome time long:r, till we know in what light to
lay befo.c it tlee flate of our alliance with Pruifia,
fince the conclufion of tlic Hunover neutrality ; which,
if it did not quite brezak it, made at leaft a great fiaw
ja it.

The birth-day was neither fine nor crowded ; and
no wonder, fince the King was that day feventy-five.
The old Court and the young one are much better
together, fince the Duke’s retirement ; and the King
has prefented the Prince of Wales with a fervice of
plate.

¥ am ftill wnawell, though Idrink thefe waters very
regularly. I will ftay here at leaft fix weeks longer,
where I am much quieter than I thould be allowed to
be in town. When things are in fuch a miferable
fituation as they are at prefent, I defire neither to be
concerned nor confulted, {till lefs quoted, Adieu!

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXVI

Bath, November the 26th, 1753.
My pEAR Frienbp,

1 RECEIVED, by the laft mail, your fhort .ac-
count of the King of Pruflia’'s vidtory; which
vitory, contrary to cuftom, turns out more com-
plete than it was at firft reported to be.  This ap-
pears by an intercepted letter from Monfieur de St.
Germain to Monficur d'Affry, at the Iague; in
which hetells him, Cette arm:c eff entierement fondue,
and lays the blame, very ftrongly, upon Monfieur
de Soubize. But, be it greater, or be it lefs, I am
glad of it, becaufe the King of Pruffia (whom 1
honour and almoft adore) I am fure is. Though
d’'ailleurs, between you and me, ou efl-ce que cela
mene?  ‘To nothing, while that formidable union,
of the three great Powers of Europe, fubfifts againft
him. Could that be any way broken, fomething
might be done; without which, nothing can. I
take'it for granted, that the King of Pruflia will do
all he can to detach France. Why fhould not we,
on our part, try to detach Ruflia? At leaft, in
our prefent diftrefs, omnis tentanda; and fometimes
a lucky and unexpected hit turnsup. This thought
came into my head this morning; and I give it to
you, ‘not as a vervy probable fcheme, but as a pel-
fible one, and confequently worth trying—~The year

cf
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of the Ruffian fubfidies (nominally paid by the
Court of Vienna, but really by France) is near ex-
pired. The fdrmer probably cannot, and perhaps
the latter will not, renew them. The court of Pe-
terfburg is beggarly, protufe, greedy, and by nb
means fcrupulous. -“"I:y fhould not we fiep in
there, and out-bid them ? if we could, we buy a
great army ar once ;3 which would give an entire new
turn to the affairs of that part of the world, at leaft.
And if we bid handfomely, 1 do not believe the
bonne foi of that Court would ftand in the way. Both
our Court and our Parliament would, I am very f{ure,
give a very great fum, and very chearfully, for this
purpofe. In the next place, Why fhould not you
wriggle yourfelf, if poflible, into fo greata fcheme ?
You are, no doubt, much acquainted with the Ruf-
fian Refident Soltikow ; Why fhould not you found
him, as intirely from yourfelf, upon this fubjeét?
You may afk, What, does your Court intend to go
on next year in the pay of France, to deftroy the
liberties of all Lurope, and throw univerfal monarchy
into the hands of that already great and always am-
bitious power? I know you think, or at leaft call
yourf{elves, the allies of the Emprefs Queen; butis
it not plain that fhe will be, in the firft place, and
you in the next, the dupes of France? At this
very time you are doing the work of France and
Sweden; and that for fome miferable fubfidies,
much inferior to thofe which Tam fure you might
have, in a better caufe, and more confiftent with the
true intereft of . Ruffia. Though not empowered, I

know
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know the manner of thinking of my own Court fo
well, upon this fubje, that I will venture to pro-
mife you much better terms than thofe you have
now, without the leaft apprchenfions of being dif-
avowed. Should he liften to this, and what more
may occur to you to fay upon this fubject, and afk
you, En éeriiaije a ma Cour 2 Anfwer him, Ecrivez,
derivez, Monficur, bardiment.  Je premdrai tout cela
Juwr moi.  Should this happen, as plrhaps, and as I
heartily wifh it may, then write an exact relation of
it to your own Court. Tell them, that you thought
the meafure of fuch great importance, that you
could not help taking this little ftep towards bring-
ing it about ; but that you mentioned it only as from
yourfelf, and that you have not in the leaft com-
mitted them by it.  If Soltikow leads himfelf in any
degree to this, infinuate, that in the prefent fitua-
tion of affairs, and particularly of the King's Blec-
toral dominions, you are very fure that his Majefty
would have une reconn iffance fans bornes for all thofe,
by whoie means fo defirable a revival of an old and
Jong friendfhip fhould be brought about. You will
perhaps tell me, that without doubt Mr. Keith's in-
ftrudtions are to the fame effeét : but I will anfwer
you, that you can, if you pleafe, do it better than
Mr. Keith; and, in the next place, that, be all
that as it will, it muft be very advantageous to you
at home, to thow that you have at leaft a contriving

head, and an alertnefs in bufinefs.
I had a letter, by the laft poft, from the Duke of
Newcaftle; in- which he congratulates me, in his
5 own,
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own name, and in Lord Hardwick’s, upon the ap-
pimbation which your difpatches give, not only te
them two, but to otbers. This fuccefs, fo early,
fhould encourage your diligence, and rouze your
ambition, if you have any ; you may go a great
way, if you defire it, having fo much time before
you.

I fend you here enclofed the copy of. the Report
of the three Goneral Officers, appointed to examine
previoufly into the conduct of General M t; it
is ill-written, and ill-fpelled ; but no matter ; you
will decypher it. You will obferve, by the tenour
of it, that it points ftrongly to a Court-martial ;
which, no doubt, will foon be held upon him.
I prefume there will be no fhooting in the final
fentence ; but I do fuppofe that there will be break-
ing, &,

I have had fome fevere returns of my old com-
plaints, laft week, and am flill unwell ; I cannot
belp it.

A friend of yours arrived here three days ago ;
fhe feems to me to be a ferviceable ftrong-bodied
bay mare, with black mane and tail; you eafily
guefs- whom I mean. She is come with mamma, and
without i/ caro fpofo.

Adieu! my head will not let me go on longer.

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXVIIL

Bath, December the 31ft, 1737.
M~ pear FrienD,

I HAVE this moment receited your letter of the
18th, with the enclofed papers. 1 connot help ob-
ferving, that, till then, you ncver acknowledged the
reccipt of any one of my letters.

I can eafily conceive that party {pirit, among your
brother Minifters at Hamburgh, runs as high as you
reprefent it, becaufe I can eafily believe the errors
of the human mind ; but at the fame time I muft
obferve, that fuch a fpirit is the {pirit of little minds,
and {ubaltern Minifters, who think to atone by zeal,
for their want of merit and importance. The politi-
cal differences of the feveral Courts thould never in-
flucnce the perfonal behaviour of their feveral Minif-
ters towards one another. There is a certain procéd?
noble et galant, which fhould always be obferved
among the Minifters of Powers even at war with each
other, which will always turn out to the advantage
of the ableft; who will in thofe converfations find
or make opportunities of throwing out, or of receiv-
ing, ufeful hints. When I was laft at the Hague, we
were at war with both France and Spain; fo that I
could neither vifit, nor be vifited by, the Minifters
of thofe two Crowns: but we met every day, or
dined at third places, where we embraced as perfonal

friends,
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friends, and trified, at the fame time, upon our
being: political enemies ; and by this fort of badinagge,
I difcovered fome things which I wanted to know.
There is not a2 more prudent maxim, than to live
with one’s enemies as if they may one day become
ene’s friends: as it commonly happens, fooner or
later, in the viciflitudes of political affairs.

" To your queftion, which is a rational and prudent
one, WhetherI was authorized to give you the hints
concerning Ruffia by any people in power here, I
will tell you that I was not: but, as I had prefied
them to try what might be done with Ruffa, and got
Mr. Keith to be difpatched thither fome -montifs
fooner than otherwife, I dare fay, he would, with
the proper inftructions for that purpofe, I withed
that, by the hints I gave you, you might have got the
ftart of him, and the merit, at leaft, of having entamé
that matter with Soltikow. What you have to do
with him now, when you meet with him at any third
place, or at his own houfe (where you are at liberty
to go, while Ruffia hasa Minifter in London, and we
a Minifter at Peterfburgh), is, in my opinion, to fay
to him, in an eafy chearful manner, He bien, Monficur,
e me flatte que nous [erons bien-t6t amis publics, aujf
bien qu'amis perfomels. 'To which he will probably
afk, Why, or how? You will reply, Becaufe you
know that Mr. Keith is gone to his Court with in-
ftrutions, which you think muft neceffarily be
agreeable there.  And throw out to him, that no-
thing but a change of their prefent fyfiem tan fave
Livofiia to Ruffia; for, that he cannot fuppofe, that,

when
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when the Swedes fhall have recovered Porgumiia.,
they will long leave Ruffia in quiet poffeffion of Li-
vonia. If he is fo much a Frenchman as you fay,
he will make fome weak anfwers to this; but, as you
will have the hetter of the argument on your fide,
you may remind him of the old and almoft uninteg-
rupted connection between France and Sweden, the
inveterate enemy of Ruffia: - Many other arguments
will naturally occur to you in fuch 3 converfation,
if you have it. In this cafe, there is a piece of mi-
nifterial art, which is fometimes of ufe ; and that is,
to fow jealoufies among one’s enemies, by a feeming
preference fhewn to fome onc of them. Monfieur
Hecht's réveries are réveries indeed. How fhould
his mafter have made.the golden arrangements, which
he talks of, and which are to be forged into fhackles
for General Fermor? The Pruffian finances are not
in a condition now to make fuch expenfive arrange-~
ments. But I think you may tell Monfieur Hecht,
in confidence, that you hope the inftructions with
which you know that Mr. Keith is gone to Peterf-
burg, may have fome effect upon the meafures of
that Court.

T would advife you to.live with that fame Monfieur
Hecht in all the confidence, familiarity, and cpnnec-
tion, ‘which prudence will allow. Imean « with re-
gard to the King of Pruffia himfelf, by whom I could
wifh you to be known and efteemed as much as pof-
fible. It may be of ufe to you fome day or other.
If man, courage, conduét, conftancy, can gat the:
better of all the difficulties which the King of Pruffia

Vor. IV, K D,
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bas to ftruggle with, he will rife fuperior to them.
But ftill, while this alliance fubfifts againft him, I
dread les gros Efcadrons. His laft victory, of the 5th,
was certainly the compleateft that has been heard of
thefe many years. T heartily wifh the Prince of Brupf-
wick juft fuch a one over Monfieur de Richelieu’s
army; and that he may take my old acquaintance the
Maréchal, and fend hnn over herc to polifh and per-
fume us. °

I heartily wifh you, in the plain home-fpun fiyle,
a great number of happy new years, well-employed
in forming both your mind and your manners, to be
ufeful and agreeable to yourfelf, your country, and
your friends! That thefe withes are fincere, your
Secretary's brother will, by the time of your receiv-
ing this, have remitted you a proof, from Yours.

LETTEZR CCCXXVIIL

London, February the 8th, 1758.
My praR FrieExD,

I RECEIVED by the fame poft your two letters of
the 13th and 17th paft; and yefterday that of the
ajth, with the Ruffian manifefto enclofed ; inwhich
her dmperial Majefty of all the Ruffias has been
afed to give cvery reafon, except the tgue one,
&Ahe .march. of her troops againft the King of

Pruffia,
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Pruffia. The true one, I take to be, that fhe has
juft received a very great fum of moncy from France,
or the Emprefs Queen, or both, for that purpofe.
Point d'argent point de Rufle is now becomic a mazim.
Whatever may be the motive of their march, the
effe€ts muft be bad ; and, according to mv {peculm
tions, thofe troops will replace the French in Ha-
nover and Lower Saxony; and the French will go
and join the Auftrian army. You afkeme, if [ ftill
defpond ?  Not fo much as I did after the battle of
Colen : the batties of Rofbach and Liffa were drams
to me, and gave me fome momentary fpirits: bur,
though I do not abfolutely defoair, 1 own I greatly
diftruft. I readily allow the King of Prutiia to be
nec pluribus impar ;3 but fhill, when the plaes amount
to a certain degree of plurality, courage and abilities
muft yield at lat.  Michel here affures me, that he
does not mind the Ruflians; but, as I have it from
the gentleman’s own mouth, I do not believe him.
We fhall very foon fcnd a fquadron to the Baluc, to
entertain the Swedes; which 1 believe will pat an
end to their operations in Pomerania; {o that I have
no great apprehenfions from that quarter ; but Ruf-
fiay I confefs, fticks in my ftomach.

Every thing goes fmoothly in Parliament; the
King of Pruffia has united all our parties in his fup-
port ; and the Tories have declared, that they will
give Mr. Pitt unlimited credit for this feffion :
there has not been one fingle divifion yet upon public
points, and' I believe will not. Our American ex-
pedition is prepating to go foon; the &fpofition

K 2 of
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of that affair feems to me a little extraordinary.
Abercrombie is to be the fedentary, and not the
a¢ting Commander; Amherft, Lord Howe, and
Wolfe, are to be the adting, and I hope the adtive
Officers. I with they may agree. Ambherft, whqis
the oldeft officer, is under the influence of the fame
great perfon who influenced Mordaunt, fo much to
the honour and advantage of this country. This is
moft certain, *that we have force enough in America
to cat up the French alive in Canada, Quebec, and
Louifbourg, if we have but fkill and f{pirit enough
to exert it properly ; but of that I am modeft enough
to doubt,

When you come to the egotifm, which I have
long defired you to come to with me, you need
make no excufes for it. The egotifm is as proper
and as fatisfaCtory to one’s friends, as it is imper-
tinent and mifplaced with firangers. T defire to fee
you in your every-day’s clothes, by your fire-fide, in
your pleafures; in fhort, in your private life; but
I have not yet been able to obtain this. Whenever
you condefcend to do ir, as you promife, ftick to
truth; for I am not {fo uninformed of Hamburgh as
perhaps you may think.

As for myfelf, Iam very unwell, and very weary
of being fo; and with little hopes, at my age, of
ever being otherwife. I often with for the end of
the wretched remnant of my life ; and that with isa
tational one ; but then the innate principle of. felf-
prefervation, wifely implanted in our’ natures_for
abvious purpofes; oppofes that with, and makesus

endcavour
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endeavour to {pin out our thread as long as we can,
however decayed and rotten it may be; and, in gde-
fiance of common fenfe, we feek on for that chemic
gold which beggars us when olq.

«Whatever your amufements, or pleafures, ‘may
be at Hamburgh, I dare fay you tafte them more
fenfibly than ever vou did in your life, now that you
have bufinefs enough to whet your appetite to them.
Bufinefs, one half of the day, 1s the beft prepara-
tion for the pleafures of the other half. T hope, and
believe, that it will be with you as it was with an
apothecary whom I knew at Twickenham. A con-
fiderable cftate fell to him by an unexpected acci-
dent; upon which he thought it decent to leave off
his bufinefs ; accordingly he generoufly gave up his
thop and his ftock to his head man, fet up his coach,
" and refolved to live like a gentleman: but, in lefs
than a month, the man, ufed to bufinefs, found,
that living like a gentleman was dying of emnui;
upon which he bought his fhop and ftock, refumed
his trade ; and lived very happily, after he had fome-
thing to do. Adieu.

K3 LETTER .
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LETTER CCCXXIX,

London, February the 24th, 1758.

My prar Friexn,

1 RLECEIVED yefterday your letter of the 2d
inftunt, with ahe inclofed : which T return you,
that there muy be no chatm i your papers, 1 had
heard before of Burntly's death, and bad taken fome
fteps thereupon; bur I very loon dropped that aftair,
for nincty-nine good radons; the firft of which
was, that nobudy is to go in his room, and that, had
he lived, he was to have been recalled from Munich.
But another reafon, more flattering for you, was,
that you could not be fpared from Hamburgh.
Upon the whole, I'am not forry for it, as the place
where you are now is the great entrepét of bufinefs ;
and, when it ceafes to be fo, you will neceflanily ga to
fome of the Courts in the ncighbourhood (Berlin, 1
hope and believe), which will be a much more de-
firable fituation than to ruft at Munich, where we
can never have any bufinefs beyond a fubfidy. Do
but go on, and exert yourfelf where you are, and
better ‘things will foon follow.

Surely the inaéion of our army at_Hanover con-
tinpes too long. We expeéted wonders from it
fome time ago, and yet nothing is attempted. The
French will foon receive reinforcements, and then
$e:too ftrong for us; wheéreas they are now moft

certainly
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certainly greatly weakened by defertion, ficknefs,
and deaths. Does the King of Pruffia fend a body
of men to our army or not ! or has the march of the
Ruflians cut him out work for ali his troops ? 1 am
affaid it has. If one body of Ruffians joins the
Auftrian army in Moravia, and another body tlte
Swedes in Pomerania, he will bave his hands very
full, too full, I fear. The French fay they will
have an army of 185,000 men in "Germany this
year ;3 the Fmprefs Queen will have 150,000; if
the Ruffians have bnt 40,000, what can refift fuch
aforce? The King of Pruffia may fay, indeed,
with more juftice than ever any one perfon could
before him, M. Med.a fiperef.

You promited me fome egotifms: but I have
reccived none yet. Do you frequent the Land-
grave ! [luntez wous ‘es grands de la terre? "What
are the connexions of the evening 2 All this, and
a great deal more of this kind; let me know in your
hext.

The Houfe of Commons is ftill very unanimous,
There was a Lirtle popular fquib lct off this week, in
a motion of Sir John Glyane's, feconded by Sir
jbhn.‘l’hilips, for annual Parliaments. It was a very
cold fcent, and put an end to by a divifion of 190
to 7o. '

Good night.e Work hard, that you may divert
yourfelf well.

K4 LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXX.

London, March the 4th, 1758.
My peAR Frieno,

I SHOULD have been much more furprifed at the
contents of your letter of the 19th paft, if I had not
happened to have feen Sir C. W, about three or four
hours before I received it. I thought he talked in an
extraordinary manner; he ¢ngagcn that the King
of Pruffia fhould be mafter of Vicnna in the month
of May ; and he told me that you were very much
in love with his daughter. Your letter explained all
this to me; and the next day, Lord and Lady
) - gave me innumerable inftances of his frenzy,
with which I fhall not trouble you. What inflamed
it the moré (if it did not intirely occafion it) was a
great quantity of cantharides, which, it feems, he.
had taken at Hamburgh, to recommend himfelf, I
fuppofe, to Mademoifelle John.! He was let blood
four times on board the thip, and has been let blood
four times more fince his arrival here; but fill the
inflammation continues very high. He is now' under
the care of his brothers, who do not let him go
abroad. They have written to this fame Mademoi-
{felle John, to prevent, if they can, her coming to
England, and told her the cafe; which when fhe
halu, fhe muft he as mad as he is, if fhé takes the
my By the way, the muft be sme Dame guen-

turiere,
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turiere, to receive a note for 10,000 roubles fram a
man whom fhe had known but three days; to take
a contra of marriage, knowing he was married
already ; and to engage herfelf to follow him to Eng-
Tand. I fuppofe this is not the firft adventure of the
fort which fhe has had.

After the news we received yefterday, that the
French had evacuated Hanover, all but Hamel, we
daily expeét much better. We puriue them, we
cut them off en détail, and at laft we deftroy their
whole army. I wifh it may happen ; and, morcover,
I think it not impofiible.

My head is much out of order, and only allows
me to with you a good night.

LETTER CCCXXXL

London, Maxrch the 22d, 17358,
My peaK Frigsp,

I'HAVE now your letter of the 8th lying before
me, with the favourable account of our progrefs in
Lower Saxony, and reafonable profpet of more dg-
cifive fuccefs. I confefs I did not expeét this, when
my friend Miinchaufen took his leave of me, 'td go
to Stade, and break the neutrality ; 1 thought it at
leaft a dangerous, but rather a defperate undertaking;

wheress,
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whereas, hitherto, 1t has proved a very fortunaje
one. I look upon the French army as fondue ; and,
what with defertion, deaths, and epidemical diftem-
pers, I dare fay not a third of it will ever return to
France. The great obicét is now, what the Ruflians
cancor will do; and whether the King of Pruffia can
hinder their junction with the Auftriuns, by beating
either, before they join: I will truft him for doing
all that can be ddne.

Sir C. W. is ftil] in confinement, and, I fear, will
always be fo, for he feems cum ratione infanire : the
phyficians bave collected all he has faid and done,
that indicated an alienation of mind, and bhave laid
it before him in writing; le has anfwered it in
writing too, and juftifics himfulf by the moft plau-
fible arguments that can poflibly be urged. He
tells his brother, and the few who are allowed to fee
him, that they arc fuch narrow and contracted minds
themfelves, that they take thofe for mad, who have
a great and generous way of thinking : as for in-
ftance, when he determined to fend his daughter
over to you in a fortmght, to be marricd without
any previous agreement or fettlements, it was be-
caufe he had long known you, and loved you, as a
mizn of fenfc and honour; and therefore would not
treat with you as with an attorney. That as for Ma-
dunoxfelle John, he knew her merit and Her circum-
ﬂauccs; and atks, whether it is a fign of madnefs,
m hwe a due regard for-the one, and a juft com-
“for the other. * I will not tire you with énu-
Wing any more inftances of the poor man's

frenzy 3
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frenzy ; but conclude this fubjeét with pitying him,
and poor human nature, which holds its reafon by
fo precarious a tenure.  The lady, who you tell me
1s fer eut, en fera pour la peine ¢t lec fruix du vayage,
for her note is worth no more than her contraét.
By the way, fhe muft be a kind of aventurieres to
engage {o cafily in fuch an adventure with a man
whom 1he had not known above a week, and whofe
aflut of 10,000 roubles thowed lini not to be in his
night fenfes,

You will probably have fecen General Yorke, by
this time, in his way to Berlin or Breflan, or where-
ever the King of Pauflia may be. As he keeps his
commiffion to the States General, T prefume he is
not to ftav long with his Pruflian Mujefty : but, how-
ever, while lLie is there,.take care to write to him
very conftantly, and to give all the informations you
can. His father, Lord Hardwicke, is your great
puff: he commends your office letters exceedingly.
I would have the Berlin commiflion your objeét, in
good time : never Jofe view of it. Do all you can to
recommend yourfelf to the King of Pruffia on your
fide of the water, and to {fmooth your way for that
commiffion on this; by the turn which things have
taken of late, it muft always be the moft important
of all foreign commiffions from hence.

I have no news to fend you, as things here are ex-
tremely quiet; fo good night.

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXXII

London, April the 25th, 1758.
My pEar Friexo,

I AM now two letters in your debt, whick I think
18 the firft timc that ever I was {o, in the long courfe
of our correfpondence.  But, befides that my head
has been very much out of order of late, writing 1s
by no means that eafy thing that it was to me for-
merly. 1 find by experience, that the mind and the
"body are more than married, for they are moft inti-
mately united ; and when the one fuffers, the other
fympathifes. Non fum qualis eram: Neither my me-
mory nor my invention are now what they formerly
were. It is in a great meafure my own fault: I can-
not accufe Nature, for 1 abufed her; and it is rea-
fonable I thould fufler for it.

I do nat like the return of the oppreflion upon
your lungs; but the rigour of the cold may proba-
bly have brought it upon you, and your lungs not
in fault. Take care to live very cool, and let your
diet be rather low.

‘We have had a fecond winter here, more fevere
‘tban the firft, ar leaft it feemed fo, fiom a prema-
ture fummier that we had, fora fortnight, in Mazch ;
which brought every thing forwards, only to be de-
ﬁmyed I have experienced it at Blackheath;
where the promife of fruit was 2 moft flattering one,

2 and
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and all nipped in the bud by froft and fnow, in
April. T fhall not have a fingle peach or apricot.

I have nothing to tell you from hence, concern-
ing public affairs, but what you read as well in the
news-papérs.  This oaly is extraordinary ; that laft
week, in the Houfe of Commons, above ten rml-
lions were omntcd and the whole Hanover army
taken into Bntlfh pay, with but one ﬁnglc négative,
which was Mr. Viner's.

Mr. Pitt gains ground in the clofet, and yet does
not lofe it in the public. That is new.

Monficur Kniphanfen has dined with me; he is
one of the prettieft fellows I have feen; he has, with
a great deal of life and fire, /les manicres dun honnéte
Fomme, et le ton de la parfaitement bonne compagnic.
You like him yourfelf; try to be like him: itis in
your power, '

I hear that Mr. Mitchel 1s to be recalled, not-
withftanding the King of Pruffia’s inftances to keep
him. But why, is a fecret that I cannot penetrate.

You will not fail to ofler the Landgrave and the
Princefs of Heffe (who I find are going home) to be
their agent and commiffioner at Hamburgh.

I cannot comprehend the prefent fiate of Ruffia,
nor the motions of their armies. They change their
Generals once a week ; fometimes they march with
rapidity, and now they lic quier behind the Viftula,
We have a thoufand ftories here of the interior of
that government, -none cf which I believe. Some
fay, that the Great Duke will be fet afide. Woran-
zoff is faid to be entirely a Frenchman, and that

Monficur
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Monfieur de 'Hopital governs both him and the
Court. Sir C, W. is faid, by his indifcretions, to
bave caufed the difgrace of Beftuchef, which feems
not impoffible. In fhort, every thing of every
kind is faid, becaufe, I believe, very little is truly
known. 4 propos of Sir C. W.; he is out of con-
finement, and gone to his houfe in"the country for
thé whole fummer. They fay he is now very cool
and well, [ have feen his Circe, at her window in
Pall-mall; fhe 15 painted, powdered, curled, and’
patched, and looks Vaveature. She has been offered,
by Sir C. W ’s friends, so0ol. in full of all de-
mands, but will not accept of it.  La comteffe veus
plaider, and 1 fancy faire autre chofe fi elle peut.  Ju-
beo te bene valerc.

R o tm—— e AL . 18 12 ot i

LETTER CCCXXXIII

Blackheath, May the 18th, 17358.

Mrx peAR FriEND,

I save ‘your letter of the gth now before me, and
condole with you upon the prefent folitude and inac-
tion of Hamburgh. -You are now fhrunk from the
dignity and importance of a confummate Minifter,
to be but, as it were, a common man. But this
has, .at-one time or another, been the cafe of moft

Vet anen; ‘who have not always had equal oppor-
tunities
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tunities of exerting their talents. 'The greatcft muft
fubmit to the capricioufnefs of fortunc : though they
can, better than others, improve the favourable
moments, For inftance, who could have thought,
two years ago, that you would have been the Adas
of the Northern Pole ? but the good Genius of §he
North ordered it fo; and now that you have fet that
part of the globe right, you return to otium cum
dignitate. Bur to be ferious: now that you cannot
have much office.bufinefs to do, I could tell you
what to do, that would employ you, I thould think,
hoth ufefully and agreeably. I mean, that you
thould write thort memoirs of that bufy fcene, in
which you have been enough cunccrnc!d, fince your
arrival at Hamburgh, to be uble to put together au-
thentic faéts and anccdotes. 1 do not know whether
you will give yourfelf the trouble to do it or Rot ;
but T Jo know, that if you will, olim hec meminiffe
juvabit. I would have them fhort, but corre as to
facts and dates.

I have told Alt, in the ftrongeft manner, your
lamentations for the lofs of the Houfe of Caffel, ef
i) en fera rapport @ fon Séreniffime Maitre. When you
are quite idle (as probably you may be, fome time
this*fummer), why fhould you not afk leave to make
a tour to Cafiel for a week ? which would certainly
be granted you from hence, and which would be
locked upon as a ben procédé at Caflel.

The King of Pruffia is probably, by this time,
at the gates of Vienna, making the Queen of Hun~
gary really de what Monfieur de Bellifle only

threatened ;
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threatened ; fign a pesice upon the ramparts of her
capital. If fhe is obftinate, and will not, the muft
fly cither to Prefburg or to Infpruck, and Vienna
mutft fall. But I think he will offer her reafonable
conditions enough for herfelf; and I fuppofe that,
in that cafe} Caunitz will be reafonable enough to
advife her to accept of them. What turn would
the war take then ? Would the French and Ruffians
carry it on without her? the King of Pruffia, and
the Prince of Brunfwick, would foon fweep them
out of Germany. By this time too, I believe, the
French are entertained in America with the lofs of
Cape Breton; and, in confequence of that, Que-
“bec; for we have a force there equal to both thofe
undertakings, and Officers there, now, that will ex-
ecute what' Lord L——— never would fo much as
attempt. His appointments were too confiderable to
let him do any thing that might poflibly put an end
to the war. Lord Howe, upon feeing plainly that
he was rcfolved to do nothing, had afked leave to re-
turn, as well as Lord Charles Hay.

“We have a great expedition preparing, and which
will foon be ready to fail from the Ifle of Wight;'
fificen thoufand good troops, eighty battering can-
noiis, befides mortars, and every other thing in
sbundance, fit for cither battle or fiege. Lord An-
ﬁn defired, and is appointed, to command the fleet
d’:@uyed upon this expedition; a proof that it is
1ot a trifling one.  Conjectures concerning its defti-.
,nabio are infinite ; and the moft ignorant are, as
'&ll the boldeft conje®urers, If I form any con-

jetures.



Jetures, T keep them to myfelf, not to be difproved
by the event ; but, in truth, I form none: I might
have known, but would not.»

Every thing feems to tcnd to a peace next winter
our fuccefs in America, which is hardly doubtful,
aid the King of Prufiia’s in Germany; which is as
little fo, will make France (already fiek of the ek«
pence of the war) very tradtuble for a peace. | 1
heartily with it: for, though people’s heads are half
turned with the King of Praffia’s fuccefs, and will
be quite turned, if we have any in America, or at
fea; a moderate peace will fuit us better than this
immoderate war of twelve millions g year.

. Domeftic affairs go juft as they did; the Duke of
Newecaftle and Mr. Pitt jog on like man and wife ;
that is, feldom agreeing, often quarrelling; but by
mutual intereft, upon the whole, not parting. The
latter, I am told, gains ground in the clofct; though
he fill keeps his ftrength in the Iloufe, and his
popularity in thc public: or, perhaps, becaufe of
time. -

Do you hold your refolution of \nﬁtmg your. do-
minions of Bremen -and Lubeck this fummer? If
you do, pray take the trouble of informing yourfelf
correétly of the fqveral conttitutions and cuftoms
of thofe places, and of the prefent ftate of the
Yoederal union of the Hanfeatic towns: it will :do
you no harm, nor coft you much trouble ; ami::t
i$ fo much clear gain on the fide of ufeful know-
Tedge.

Vo V. L Lam
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Y am now fettled at Blackheath for the fummers
where unfeafonable frof and fnow, and hot aad
parching Eaft-winds, have deftroyed all my fruit,
and almof my fruit-tiees. [ vegetate myfelf little
better than they do; I crawl about on foot, and on
horfeback ; read a great deal, and write a little: and
ath very much yours.

LETTER CCCXXXIV.

Blackheath, May the 3oth, 1738.
My pran Frienp,

1 HAVE o letter from. you to anfwer, fo this goes
fo you unprovoked. But 2 propes of letters: you
Bave had great honour done you, ia a lketter from a
fair and Royal hand, no lefs than that of her Royal
Highnefs the Princefs of Caffel ; fhe has written- -
your panegyric to her fiffer, Princefs Amelia, who
fent me & compliment upon it. This has likewife
dong you neo harm with the King, who faid gracious
dhiags upon that oecafion. I fuppofe you had, for
her Royal Highnefs, thofc attentions, which I wiflr
to ‘God you would have, in due proportions, fer
every body. You fee, by this inftance, the effects
tfthem thcyareﬂmysrcpudwtth meeselt. fam
miore confirmed by this in thinking, that, i yea
Wd conveniently, you fhould afk leave 80 go for &
weck
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week to Caffel, to return your thanks for all favours
received.

I cannot expound to myfelf the condu& of the
Ruffians. There muft be a trick in their not marche
ing with more expedition. They have either had a
{op from the King of Pruffia, or they want an ani-
mating dram from France and Auftria. The King
of Pruffia’s condu¢t always explains itfelf by the
events; and, within a very few days, we muft cer-
tainly hear of fome very great ftroke from that
quarter. I think I never in my life remember a pe-
riod of time fo big with great events as the prefent.
Within two months the fate of the Houfe of Au~
ftria will probably be decided: within the fame
fpace of time, we fhall certainly hear of the taking
of Cape Breton, and of qur army's proceeding fo
Quebec : within a few days, we fhall know the
good or ill fuccels of our great expedition; for it
is failed: and it cannot be long before we fhall
-hrear fomething of the Prince of Brunfwick’s opera-
tions, from whom I alfo expeét good things. If
all thefe things turn out as there is good reafon to
believe they will, we may once, in our turn, diétate
a’ reafonable peace to France, who now pays fe-
venty per cent. infurance upon its trade, and feven
per cent. for all the money raifed for the fervice of
the year.

Comte Bothmar has got the fmall-pox, and of
bad kind. Kniphaufen diverts himfelf much here;
he fees 31l places and all people, and is ubiquity ity
1" “Mitchel, who was much threatened, ftays at

L2 laft
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Jaft at Berfin, at the earneft requeft of the King
of Pruffia. Lady * % ¥ is fafely delivered of %
fon, to the great joy of that noble family. The
expreflion of a woman's having brought her huf-
band a fon, feems to be a proper and cautious one;
£6r it is never faid, from whence.

I was going to afk you how you paffed your time
now at Hamburgh, fince it is no longer the feat of
ftrangers and of bufinefs; but I will not, becaufe
¥ know it is to no purpofe. You have {worn not to
tell me.

Sir William Stanhope told me, that you promifed
to fend him fome Old Hock from Hamburgh, and
fo you did—not. If you meet with any fuperlatively
good, and not elfe, pray fend over a foudre of it,
and write to him. I fhall have a fhare in it. Buot
unlefs you find fome, either at Hambargh or at
Bremen, uncommonly and almoft miraculouflv
good, do not fend any., Dixi. Yours.

LETTER
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LETTER CCCXXXV.

Blackheath, June the igth, 1758,
My pEAR FRrIiEND,

THE fecret 1s out; St. Malo 1s the devoted
place. Our troops began to land at the Bay of
Cancale the sth, without any oppofition. We have
ro farther accounts yet, but expeét fome every mo-
ment. By the plan of it, which I have feen, itis
by no means a weak place; and I fear there will
be many hats to be difpofed of before it is taken.
There are in the port above thirty privateers; about
fixteen of their own, and about as many taken
from us.

Now for Africa, where we have had great fuc-
cefs. The French have been driven out of all their
fors and fettlements upon the Gum-coaft, and upon
the river Senegal. They had been many years in
pofieffion of them, and by them annoyed our Afri-
can trade excéedingly; which, by the way, towte
propostion gardee, is the moft lucrative trade we have.
The prefent booty is likewife very confiderable, ia
gold duft, and gum fenega; which is a very valua~
ble, by beinga very neceflary commodity for all ous
ftained and printed linens.

Now for America. The leaft fanguine peopl?
bere expe, the latter end of this month, or the
beginning of the next, to have the. account of the

L3 taking
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taking of Cape Breton, and of all the forts with hard
names in North America.

Captain Clive has long fince fettled Afia to our fa.
tisfadtion ; fo that three parts of the wogld look very
fayourable for us. Europe I fubmit to the care
of the King of Pruffia, and Prince Ferdinand of
Brunfwick; and I think they will give a good ac-
eount of it. France is out of luck, 'and out of
¢ousage ; and will, 1 hope, be enough out of fpirits
to fubmit to a reafonable peace. By reafonable, I
mean what all people call reafonable in their own
cafe ; an advantageous one for us,

I have fet all right with Miinchaufen ; who would
not own that he was at all offended, and faid, as
you do, that his daughter did not ftay long enough,
#or appear enough at Hamburgh, for you poflibly
to know that the was there.  But people are always
afhamed to own the little weakneifes of felf-love,
which, however, all people feel more or lefs. The
excufe, I faw, pleafed.

1 will fend you your quadrille tables by the firft
opportunity, configned to the care of Mr. Mathias
Neve. Foices famflague fint! May ‘you win upon
them when you play with men; and when you-play
With women, either win, or know why you lofe.
+'Mifs — marries Mr, —, next week. #ho prof-
’H ‘Ewwe, proffirs Death, fays Waller to & dwarf :
in my opinion, the couclufior muﬂ: inftantly choak
Q&mﬂem; Admiral * marries Lady- *'® *;
Mgth:dmgr, if’ danger is, will be en the othér

*The lsdy ‘has wanfed & than fo lone, that
the



TO HIS 40 6y
the now compounds for half a one. Half & loaf

I have been worfe fince my laft letter; but am
now, I think, recovering: tant vala cricbe & leau;
~+—— and I have been there very often.

Good night. I am fithfully aad truly yours.

LETTER CCCXXXVIL

Blackheath, June the 29th, 1758.
My pEAR Frienp,

Y 00U cither have received already, or will very
{foon receive, a little cafe from Amfterdam, direGted
to you at Hamburgh. It is for Princefs Amclis,
the King of Pruffia’s fifier, and cootains fome
“Buoks, which the defired Sir Charkes Hotham to
procure her from England, fo long ago as when he
.was at Berlin: he fent for them imamediately; but,
by I do not kmow what puzzle, they were recom-
mended to the care of Mr. Selwyn, at Paris, who
took fuch care of them, that he kept them near three
years in his warchoufe, and has at laft {fent them to
Amfterdam, from whence they are fent to you. I
the books are good for any thing, they muft be con-
fiderably improved, by having feen fo much of the
world ; but, as I believe they are Englith books,
peshaps they nisy, like Englith travellers, have feen

La ncbody;
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fiebody; it the feverdl bankers to whom they were
configned ; be that as it will, T think you had beft
deliver therh to Monfidur Hecht, the Pruffian Mi-
nifter at Hamburgh, to forward ro Her Royal High-
nefs, with'a refpe@ful compliment from you, which
yob will, no doubt, turn in the beft manner; and,
Jelon le bon ton de la paifaitement bonne compagnie.
Ynu have '\lreadv feen, in the papers, all the par-
ticulars of our St. Mﬂo s expedition, fo I fay no
moic of that; only that Mr. Pitt’s {riends exult in
the deftruction of three French fhips of war, and
onc hundred and thirty privatcers and trading fhips ;
and-affirm, that 1t fiopped the mareh of threefcore
thoufand men, who were going to join the Comte de
Clermont’s army.  On the o:hec hand, Mr. Fox and
Qompany call it breaking windows with guineas;
and apply the fable of the Mountain and the Moufe.
The next object of our fleet was to be the bombard-
g of Granville, which is the great entrepst of their
Newfoundland - fithery, and will be a confiderabe.
Iafs to-them in that branch of their trade. Thefe,’
youawilk perhaps {ay, are no great matters, and I fay
foitoo; but, at leaft; they are figns of life, which:
we Had not given for many vears before ; and will
fuw ithe French; by ow invading them, that we do.
notifear their invading us. Were. thofe invafions,
% fifling -boats - from Dunkick, fo terrible as. they.
were anflly reprefented to be, the. Fremch would
Tagve $ad an ‘opportunity: of exccuting them while
eaifizdt; dng: fuch w confiderable part-of our afmy;/
welg:





