
TQ Bla .'1'01'. 

Your report of future chtmgt:5, I cannot think it 
whoHy grollndlefs! for it frill funs ftrongly in my 
he:1d. that the mine we talked of will be fpnlOg, at, 
or before, the end of the fdlion. 

I ha\'e got a little more ftrcngth. but not quite the 
ftrengihbLHercllJes: fo th:l.t I wi!! not llmkrtake, 
like him. fifty deflorat ions in one nigll!; for i really' 
bclie"e that I could not compafs them, So good 
night, and-God bIds you! 

-
LET T E R CCCLXXVlI. 

Bath , December the ~4th, Jj63. 

:\Ty PRAll F RIEN D, 

I CONFESS I was :\ good nC3.1 furprifcd at your 
prcfllng me fa firongly to irdluence parfon Rofen. 
hagen. when you well know the rcColution I ha<;l 
made fevcr3.1 years ago, and which I have fcrupu. 
Jouny ohferved CHr finee, not to concern myfeJf,: 
dirclt:l), ur inJ'ircAlr . in any party political con~eft 
wlta~loc\'cr. Let Pl.ftit:s go to loggerheads as mU<'.h 
and as long as t,hey pleafe; 1 will neither enmuouf 
to part them, n'or take the part of eith~r: for l know 
them aU too w~ll. Dut you fay, that Lord Sand'" 
WK:I, bas be~D renurkA.bly civil and kind"to you. .J. 
am very glled 0( it j ' aRd he can by no ~ i~ 
'0 vol> ... ,. obIti"""" (011., or .philofopbj; .aiU it 

1\,JlIt 
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.. 1ut you pleaft: y.ou may ~ith great truth afTure 
him. that you did all you could to obey his com- · 
mands. 

101m forry to fil1d that yon are out of order; but 1 
hope it is onl y 01. cold ; 1llOulrl it be any thing more.l , 

pray confult D r. J\.i<'.ty, ..... ho <lid you fo .uv.;ch· good. 
in yoin' laft ilif ers, whe n th e great medicinal Matta

dores did you rather !::lrm. I h:we found a Mon
fieur Din(c;ruJ here , D r. Moify, who has reall y done 
me a poreat de",l of e-ood; and J am lure I wanted it a ., ~. 

great deal, when 1 came Lere firft. J hal'e rccovered 
lome firc:ngth, :md a little mt:rc will gi,·c me 3S much , . 
.as I can make \tfe of. 

Lady Brown. w~om I raw ~·eflcrday. mak(."s you 
many c?mplimc:nrs: and I wilh YOll :l merry Chrift~ 

mas, and a coOt! night . Adieu! 

• , 

J, E T T E R CCCLXXVITL 

futh, December the 3d1, 1 ;u3. 

My DEAR F .II.lEYD, 

;GllEVENKOP wrote me word. by the bit poft, 
t¥t you ' were laid up with the gout ; but I much 
qQdtion it, that is. whether it is tbe gout or DOt. 

'YOw: l~, tllners, before you went abroad, w ... J?I'9r. 
~~d tbe .gout, by the ikilful, -.nd p.ro!r4:,.u .. !*!\ 
-l1l<'I' rha,unatifm. T"e:<at.thot.!h'~~~ 

;i' 



·iI'~"·.:.I 'O~; !a4-' 

i. no"'~ ""'''''; and thAt, by gi,ing you ftron, 
and hot medicines to throw .out the gout, they do 
not inflame the rbeumatifmJ .if it be one, 

Mr. Wilk.es has imitated fame of the great men of 
a-t~qu~ by going into vol.untary exile: it was his 
ef'Ily way of defeating both hi s creditors and his pro
fecutors . . 'Vhatevcr his friends, if he ,bas any, gi'"e 
out of his returning foon, I will an[wer for .itJ tbat it 
will be a long time before that loon comes. 

I have been much out of order thele four days, of 
a \' iolent cold; which I do not know how I got, and 
wh ich obliged me to fufpcnd drinking the waters : 
bur it is now [0 much better J that 1 prop()f~ refurn
iog them for this week, and pay:ng my court to you 
in town on Monday or 'fuefday fevennight; but this 
h J ub jpt rat; only. God blefs you! 

LET T E R CCCLXXIX. 

·Blackheath, July the 20th, '16.4.-

My' DEAa FRieND, 

r HAVE this moment received your Jettci of 
the 3d, from Prague ; but I never received tb&t 
which you mentioa, from Rati.Lbon; this made.'tbe 
'think you in fuch rapid motion, that. 1 d~(f~~ 
wht(C ·to'tak.e aim. 1. DOW fuppofc:: dat .. you·.are 
.rriv~, th,ough. POt yetf.~ .. ~Cda!, .~ 

v .... IV. Q awl._ 
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audiences and fornulities are, to be fure,_ over, and 

thJ.t is great ea[e of mind to you. 
I have no political events to acquaint you with ; 

the fu~mer is not the feafon for them, they ripen 
only in wimer; great ones are expeCted i!pCJ}edi~tCly 
before the metting of Parliament, "'but that, yt:'lti 

know, is al ways the language of fears and hopes. 
However, I rather believe that there will .be fome

thing patched up between the iws and the oulJ, 

The whole fubjeCt of cum'erfation , at pr<.':fcnt, is 

the Death and Will of Lord Bath: he has left abon' 
twelve hundred thourand pounds in land and money; 

four hundred thouland pOLlnd ~ in (aih, ftocks, and 

mortgages ; his own dhte, in land, was improv<.':d 
to fifteen thouland pounds a year, and the Bradford 
efiatt , which he •• , is as much; both which, al 

only five-and-twenty years purcl!a[e,· amount to 

eight hllnqred thou land pounds; and all this he h>l.s 

Jeft to his brother General Pulteney, anu in his own 

difpofaJ, though he never loyed Ilim. TJle legacies 
he has left are trifting; for, in truth , he cared for 
nobody: the words give and bequeoth were top 

Ihocking to him to repeat, and {o he left all, in one 
word, to his brother. The Public , which was lon ~ 
the dupe of his ·ft;'nulation and diflimulation, begi~s 
to explain upon him; and draws fucb a piCl:ure of 
IliM ·as I gave you long ago . 
. ·.~~.;x_'?Ur .late Sectetary has been \vith me three 01: 

Ibait.[tilbts; he wants fometbiDg or another,. and it 
(etmsall"".nt $0 him what, whether ci.,il o~ military; 

iIl<plain ~." he ....... bread. He hal knocked 
at 



TO . ... lOft". 

at the doo" of rome of the Minifters, but to no pur
pore. I willi with all my hean rhat I could help 
him: I told him fairly that I could not, but ad\·ifed 
him to find fome channel to Lord B"" ., which, 
1hou~Seotchman. he told me he could not. He 
~rought a paCKet of letters frum the olnee to you, 
which I made him feal up; ant! f keep it for YOtl, as 
I fuppore it makes up the feries of your Rati1bon 
letters. 

As for me, I am juil what I was when you left 
me, that is, nobody. Old.age fteals tlpon me in
fellfibly. I grow weak and decrepit; but do not 
fuffer, and io I am content. 

Forbes brought me four books of yours, two of 
which were Bielefeldt's letters; in which, to my 
knowledge, there are many notorious lies. 

Make my compliments to Comte Eintiedel, whom 
I JO\'e and honour much; and fa good night to 
{tine E ,((/lentz. 

Now nur correfpondence may be more regu. 
Jar, and I expect a letter from you e"ery 
fortnight. I will be regular on my part: but 
write oftener to your mother, if it be but 
three lin~. 

Q .• LJj;TTB~ 



LET T E R CCCLXXX. 

Blackheath, July the z7thr~;!'4" 
• 

My DEAR ~RIEND, 

I RECEIVED, two days ago, your letter of the 
11th from Dl'cfrlen, where 1 am very glad tb,at you 
are fafdy arrivtd at lafi. The: prices of the necer. 
farie! of life are monft:rous there; and I do not con
ceive how the poor nati,"cs fubfift at aU, after baving 
been fa long and fa often plundered by their own 35 

wen as by other Sovereigns. 
As for procuring you either the title or the ap- · 

poi.ntme-nts of Plenipotentiary, 1 could as roan pro

cure them from the Turkifh as from the Englifh 
Min~ry; and, in truth, I believe they have it not 
to give. 

·Now to come to your Ci\'il Lift, if one may COln

pare (ma.ll things with great: I think I have found 
out a bettcr refrdhment for it than you propare; for . 
to..morrow l'{haU fend to your cafhi~r, Mr. Larpent, 
nve hundred pounds at onc~, for your ufe, which, I 
prefume, is better than by quarterly payments; and 
) am ~ry apt to think, that, nex.t Midfummer.day, 
lie willJY.ve the fame fum, and for the fame ufe, 
conftgned 10 him. 

It i, feported here, and 1 belie,'e not withopt-fome 
~oP, ' that the Queen of Hungary h~ seceded 
t~"P.m;iy Compact betW«n Fnnce and Spain ; 



"TO HIS SON. '45 
if [0," I am fure it behoves us to form in time a 
counter alliance, of at leaft equal ftreogth; which I 
could eafily point out, but v.:hich, I fear, is not 

~ought of here. 
~ "'PtrP"Rge of marrying i! very pre,' alent ; fo that 
there will be probably 3. great t,;rop of cuckolds next 
wimer, who arC' at pr~fent only (ocut tIl htrht. Ie 
win contribute to population, and fo far muil be 

allm\'cd to be a public benefit. Lord G-, Mr. 
B-', and Mr. D--, are, in this refped, very 
meritorious; for they have all married handfomc 
women, wilhout one iliining fortune. Lord
muO: indeed take fome pains to arrive :It that dig
nity ; but 1 dare fay he wil1 bring it about, by tbl: 
help of fome young Scotch or Iri!h Officer. Good
night, and God blefs you! 

LET T E R CCCLXXXI. 

Blackheath, &ptember the 3d, '164-

My Dz.a.a FUEND, 

I HAVE recei ... ed your lette(. of the J 3th paft. ··1 
fee that your complete arrangemeDt apF,oaclihJ aDd 
you. n~ not be in a burry to give cntet~GlCll~ 
fince fo'few others. do. 

C-t.·FIemm;.,;_tbe m... in til< woiJa tbe.;l¥iif '*,,' Iih"~"S-~'_ •.. ,,~,~ 
Q 3 .J.;.,. 
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been all this century fquandercd and la,Uhed wi.th 
the moR abfmd profufion: he has certainly abiJitie" 

and, I helie\'e, iotegrity; I dare anfwer for him, 
that the genrlenels and flexibility of his temper wi)).. 
not pn:v.l ,l with bim to yield to tile iqlportu'li11'it!~-;;..!. 
tr.1ving and. petulant application. I 'fee in him 
aoot/ler Sully; and therefore I willi he were at the 

head of our finances, 
I "ranee and Spain both inflllt us, and we take it 

too tamely: for th is i", in my opinion, the time 
for us to talk high to them. France, I am per

fUlded, will not ql1arrel with us, tiU it has got a. 
"Nary at lean equal to ours, which cannot he thefe 

"t hree ur fOllr years, at (ooneft> and then indeed, 

I bclicn~. we f"hall hear of fomething or other; 
therefore, this is the moment for us to 1fx:ak loud, 
and ..... e 1hall be feared if we do not (how that we 

fear. 
Here is no domefiic news of changes and chances 

in the political world; which, like oyfters, aTC onlv 
in ·[eafon in the R months, when the Parliament fit~. 
J think "there will be fome then, but of what kind, 
Gpd knows. ' ' 

I have received a book fOT you, and one f~r my
Cdf, from Harte, It is upon ~riculture, and will 
ru.r~fe you. :n, 1 confef., it did me. This work is 

"not ~y, in Englifh, but gOod. I;Ild elegant Englifb ; 
be bU~~n fcattercd gra.ce. upon th~ fubjed t ~ 
in prqfe. "has come very near Virgil'. Georgie. in" 
~: ," J "haft written to him, to tongratu.lue his 
J>ijipy ~ As _ as J _1iDd._ap. 

pommity. 



TO .'IS ION. 

portunity, I win fend you your copy. You (tbouJ?:h 
no Agricola) wiUread it with pleafure. 

I know Mackenzie, whom you mention. C'ejl 
UlIJ dtlil; fed c .• 'Ye • 

• Make mine and Lady Chefterficld's complimentt 
1'D "C;;mte-et Oomteffe Flemming; and fa, Dint'VffU 

ail en fa jOintl G(Jrdl.' 

i' • 

LET T E R CCCLXXXII. 

Blackhc:Lth, September the 14th, 176:4-0 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY 1 received your letter of the 30th 
paft, by Wllich I find that you had not then gOt 

mine, which I fent )'OU the day after I haLl received 

your former; you have had no great lois of it; fort 
:lS I told JOu in my taft, this inacrin: feafon ofthc-_ 

year fupplies no matcrials for a letter; the winta 
may. and probably will, produce an abundant crop,," 
but of what g rain, I ncither know, guefs. nor " ca~~. 
I take it for granted, that Lord B ••• /t".,uzgerd 
tn(orl, but by the affiftance of what bladders "or. 
tork-wa"iftcoats, God only knows: 'The"" d~t'h" of 

poor Mr. Legge, the epileptic fits of the DUke- of 
~.nlllilet for which he i~ gaM r~ Aix.la-Cba
peU.; ~ the ad,..oced age of ,h. Duke of N .... 

Q. caftIe· , . , 
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caftle, feern to facilitate an accomodation, if Mr. 
Pin and Lord Bute arc inclined to it. 

You ark me what I think of the death of -poor 
Iwan, and of the perfon who ordered it. You may 
remember that J rften faid , 111e would murder w 
marry him, or probably bOlh; Ole has cI;';rle;-thbo 
{deft alternalive:; and has now completed her cha
raCter of Itn/III; forte, above lCrupltOs and ht'fitation . 
If Machiavd were alive, /he would prubably be his 
Heroine, u Cefa!" ·Borgia W::LS his Hero. Women 
are all fa far Mac hia\"C\i:ms, that they are never 
either good or bad by halves ; their paffions are tOO 

ftrong, and their realon too weak, to do any thing 
with moderation. She will, perh3ps, meet, before 

it is long, with (orne Scythian as. free from preju
dices as herfelf. If there is one Ol iver Crom
well in the three regiments of guards, hI! wili pro
bably, for the fake of his dC3T country • . clepole and 
murder her: for that is one and tbe: (,me t hi ng In 

RuffiL 
You (eern now to be fettled, and bi,,, ,j".p£~ at 

~(den. Four fedentary footmen. and one running 
one, 1'7It Eftl ipQgt Irj1u. The German ones will 
ghoe you, fti"t Excdltn/z; and the .French ones, if 
ycpu h."Ye any, · Monftiglltltr. 

My own he&lth varies, as llfual, but nev~r 

~,i&tq into goed. God. bIefs you, and fend you 
better I 

LETTEJl 
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LET T E R CCCLXXXlfI. 

Blackheath, October the 4th, 1764. 

My DEAR. FRiE:iD, 

I HAVE now your Jaft letter, of the Jlhh pall, 

lying before me; and 1 gave y()ur enclofl,(j to Gre

,"cnkap. which has put hIm into a violent bufile to 
execute your commiflions, as weI! alld :l! cheap as 

pamble. I refer him ro his own letter. He tells yuu 
true, as to Comtef1e Cofel's d iamonds, whidl cer

tainly nobody will buy here. unfight unfl'cn, as they 
call it; to many minul;tJ concurrinr;, to t'ncrcafl! Of 

leiren the value of a diamond. l our Chetbire Cl lt:cfc, 

your Burton ale and beer, I charge mylc!fwith. and 
they !hall be fcnt yO'J as loon as pamble. Upon this 

occafion I will give you a piece of advi ce, which by 
experience I know to be ufcful. In all commiffions, 
whether from men or women, p~ir/t dt galan/trit , 

bring them in your account, and be paill to the qt:.. . 
termoR farthiryg; but if you would {how them 11111 

galan-Itfit, let your prefent be of fomething that is 

not in your commiffion, otherwift you will be the 
Co.mijfionnirt banal of all the women of ~axony. ..A 
proto!, Who is your Comtdfe de Cofel? is ille 
daughler, or grand-daughter, of the famous Madatnt; 
de Cofel, in King Auguftus's time? Is fl~ YO\1Dg or 
old, :ugly or handfome 1 

I do 
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I do not wonder that people are wond~rful1y (ur

prif~d , at our tam~'n~fs and forbearanc~. with regard 
to France and Spain. Spain. jnd~ed, has lately 
agreed to our cotting logwood, according to th~ 
treaty, and fent ftrill: orders to ,their Gowno~_,td 

allow it; but you will obfcn'e tOO, thM there is 001"

one word of rr-par3.tioll for the loffes we lately fuf
tained the re. But France is not e"en fo trall:able; 
it will pay hur half the money due, upon a liquidated 
account ~ for tht" maintenance of th('i r pri foners. Our 
requdl, to have Comic d'Efiaing recalled and cen
fured, they have abfolutely rejeCted, though . by the 
l3"s of war, he 'might be hanged for having- twice 
broken his parole. This does not do France honour : 
however, J th ink we fual! he quiet. and th.at at the 
only time, perhaps, this century, when , we might 

with fafelY, he otherwife; but this is nothing new, 
DOr the firft time, by many, when national honour 
and intereft have been facrificed fa private. It has 
always been fa: and one may fay, 'upon Ihis occa
fion, what Horace fap upon anC'lther, Ntllilfuilo"U 
Btn.",. ' 

1 have feen UI CMftl Je GtJi~/oumt Ylldi, and like 
molt: of them fo tittle that I can hardly think .th~m 
Voltaire's, 'but rather the fcraps that have fallen from 
his table, and been worked up by inferior workmen , 
under his pame. I have not feen the other book 
yOu roenti<;"l' the Ditli, .... irt P"t.lij. It is not ),et 

c~over. 

11111.11 



TO ' BII SON. 

I1haU next week go to take my winter~quarters in 
London, the weather here being Yery cold anu damp. 
and Dot proper for an old, fllattered, and cold C:Ir

cafe, like mine . In N ove:nber J will go to,) the Ibth, 
~e,.:.rmyfelf for the winter, and to ihift the fcene. 
'Good night!' 

LET T E R CCCLXx..'{IV. 

London, October the 19th, 1164. 

1\fy DEAR Fn(E~D , 

YESTERDAY morni ng Mr .•• came to me, 
from Lord HJ.li fax, to ajk me whether I thougbt 
you would approve of ncating your feat in Par
liament, during tb e remainder of it, tlpon a "aluable 
conlideration, meaning n!I'J!lf'Y . My an(wcr was, that 
I really did not know your difpofirion upon tbat rub .. 
jed; but that 1 knew you would be ,-cr), willing. in 
general, to atcommodate them, as far as Jay in your 
po\\;er. That your Elellion, to my kn owledge, had 
coft you two thoufand pounds ;. that this Par.iament 
had not fate above half its time: and thlt, for my 
parr. I appro"ed of the meafure well enough, pro· 
vidc;.d you had an equitable equivalent. .1 tak~ it for 
granttd~ that you wiU have a letter from -. by 
thit pott. to tha e:trea, fo that you mutt confider 

whAt 
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",'hat you will do. What I advife is this, give them 
a good deal of GaJba~um in the firft part of your: let~ 
ler. Lt Galbanum rtt CDUU rim; and then fay, that 
you are willing to do as tbey pleafe; but that you 
hope an equitable confideration will ~e h1ld te ~ 
two thoufand pounds, which your feat coft you in 
t.lte pref~nt Pa~iament, of which not above half the 
term is expired. Morcovc:r, that you take till! liberty 
to rem ind thetH, fha.ryour being fent for from Ra~ 
tifuon, laO: feffion, when you were juft fettled there, 

put you to the expence of three or four hundred 
pounds, for which you were allowed nothing; and 
that, therefore, you hope they will not think. one 
thoufand pounds too much, confidering all thefe cir
cumftances; but that, in all events, you will do 
"hatever they defire. Upon the whole, I think this 
propofaJ advantageous to you, as you probably will 
DOt -make ufe of your feat this Parliament; and fur':' 
ther t as it will recure you from another unpaid jour
Dey from Drefden, in cafe they meet , or [!.:itr to meet 
with pifficulties in. any enruing felfion of the prelent 
Parlia.tncJU. Whatever one mu1l: do, one fhould do 
,. ""lro((. Vi:.:i. God bIds you! 

LET1;'Ell 
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LET T Ii R CCCLXXXV. 

Bath, Non:mbcr the loth, ]76 .... 

My DEAR. FI\J EN D, 

I AM much concerned <l.t the .1ccount you g:ll'c me 
uf yourfelf, in rour bft Jetter. T here is to be (UTe, 
:It fuch a town as Drefden, at leaft fome onc very 
Ikilful phyflcian; whom J hope you h:l\'c c~nfuil ed ; 
:tnd I would have you acq uaint him wit h all your 
fenral attacks of this nature, from your great one at 
Laubach, to YOllr late one at Drcfd~ n: tell him 
too, that, in YOUT laft illncfs in England, the phy. 
ficians miftook your cafe, and trr:ltcd it as the gout, 
t ill M:lty came, who treated it as a rhcumatifm, and' 
cbred you. ]n my opinion, you ha\'c never had the 
gOUt, but a1ways the rheumatifm ; which, to my 
knowledge, is as painful 3S tht: gout can poffibly be, 
and fhould be tftated in a quitc ~ifferent way; that 
IS, by cooling medicine, and regimell., inftead of 
thofe inflammatory c'ordials which they .alwaY' ad., 
minilter, where they fuppofe the gout, to keep it, 
a, tbey fay, out of"the fiomach. 

I have been here now juft a week.; b~t ·~ve 

hitho:rto drank fo litde of the water " tbat 1 can nei
ther ~pt:2k. wdl nor ill of it. The numbQ- ofpeop1e 
i'n thl,-place it infinite; but very few whom I know:. 
Hat .. r ...... tCttlcd here for life . . He i. not .. dl".~ . -,. 

it: 



• is (ertaJn; b~lt not fo ill neither as he thinks him-
{df. or at leall: would be thought. 

J. long for your anfwer to my Jaft Jetter, contain
jng Jl certain propofal. which by this time, I fup
~fe, has been made you, and whic~, in the .m.!\2:;: 
1 approve of rour accepting. . 

God biers fOU, my dear friend, and fend you 
better health! .Adieu. 

LET T E R CCCLXXXVI. 

Bath, Fcbru:uy the 16th, 1765. 

My DEAR. FRlEI'ID, 

YOUR Jaft letter, of the 5th, gave me as much 
pleaCure as your former had giYcn me uneafinefs; and 

Larpent's acknowledgement of his negligence frees 
JOu from thore (ufpicioDs, which I own I did en
tertain, and which I believe every one would, in the 
lame concurrence of circumfiances, have entertain
ed. So much for that • 
. You may depend upon wha.t I promifed you, be

fon: Midfummer next, at farthetl, and oll'''fl. 
All J can fay of the affair between you of the 

Corps DiploMIII;qllr. and the Saxon Minifters. is flit 
Wi!~ Nt'll d" WI/;t ~ lint .1IUJWlllft 411 J.,.d. It will 
-m9ft certainly be foon made up; and in ttw:. nego
~ .. lb"ow' y~rfelf as moderate and healing as yOW' 

~from hence will allow, .CpeciallytoComtc 
. . FIem. 



Flemming .. The King of~ Pruifa, I be}i~, hq& 
mind to iDfult him perfonally, as an old ~riemYI or 
dfe to. quarrel with Saxony, that dare, not q~rrel 
with him. but fome of the Corp; Diplol1Jaii911t here 
.afi"ure me, it is only a prctence to recall his Em.'oy • 
.£d to f;nd, '~hen matters !hall be made up, a little 
Secretarv there, u moillJ dt /Tllix, as he does now to 
Paris and London. 

Coone BrUhl is much in fathion here; 1 like him 
mightily, he has very much 14 ton de! la bonnt CD",. 

pagnit. Poor Schrader dicrl Jaft S:ltunlay. willlOut 
Ihe leaft pain or fickncfs. God bids YOil! 

LET T E R CCCLXXXVII. 

London, April the 22d, 1765-

lVh DEAR FRU:ND, 

THE day before yefte rday I received your letter 
of the 3d inf!::lnt. I find that your important aWair 
of the ceremonial is adjufted at laft, as 1 forcfaw it 
would be. Such -minI/tiel are often laid hold on as 
a pr~ence, for powers who have a mind to quarrel; 
but are ne\'er tenacioufly infifted upon, where there 
Is neither intereft nor inclination to break. Comto' 
Fle~ming,- though a hot, is a wife man; and, J ... 
fun, "Wotwd BOt br~k both with England and u.: 
aover, upon fo uiBing a pOlDt, efpeciaUy thni ••. 

minOrity~ 
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nunonty . .A propos of a minority; the King i. to 
£ome to the houfe to-morrow, to recommend a bill 
to fc:ttle a regency, in cafe of his demife while his 
{ucedfor is a minor. Upon the King's late illnef" 
which was no trifling c;me . the whole nati8n crieq 
out aloud for fuch a. bill, tor reafom which Wati
readily oel<ur to, YOll, who know fituations. perfons, 
and charaB.ers here. I do nor know the particulars 
of this intended bill; but I willi it may be copied 
exaltly from that which was palled in the late King', 
time, when-·the prefent King was a minor. I am 
fure there cannot be a better. 

You inquire about Monfieur de Guerchy's affair; 
~nd J will gi\'e you as fuccinCt: an account as I can , 
of fa extraordina! y and perplexed :l tranfaBion ; Lut 
.wilhout gi\·jog you my own opinion of it. by the 
commoQ. poft You know what paffcd at firft be
tween Mr. de Guerchy and Monfieur O'Eon, in 
which, b~th our Mini!!:crs, and 'Monlieur de 
Guerchy, fro~ utter inexperience in bufinefs, puz
Zled themfclves into difagrecable difficulties. About 
th~ Ot four months ago, Monfieur du Vergy pub
lifhed in a br,chllrc, a parcel of letteri, from himfelf 
to the Duc de Choifeul; in which he pofitivdy af
&ns, that Monfieur de Gucrchy prevailed with him 
(Yergy) to come over into England to affafiinate 
D~Eon; the words are, as well as I remember, flU 
"";";t fJtls po.r fo f.rtJir tit fa Piflmt, IfI6~S t:U /011 

.EI" p'fll 7t dt •• nd,it '11 A"!uu.,,.,. Thi. acc:ufa~ 
tioI 'of affaffiuatioD, you may imagine, .Qiockcd 
~'I~· I,iC.: Guercby, who cQalPlaint:d bitterly to 

our 
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our Minifters; and they both puzzled on (or fome 

time, without doing :lny thing, becaufe tl~ey did 

not know what to do. At bft uu "erg)" about two 
months ago, applied himfelf to th<= Gr:md Jury or 
Mi9dJe(eli, and made oath, that Mr. du Guerchy 

had hired hifn (du Vergy) to afttfiinate D'Eon. 
Upon this depofition, the Gr:lnrl JurV found a bill 
of intended murder agaiuft Monficur de Gucrchy; 

which bill, howcrer. never came to tht: Petty Jury. 
The Ki ng grnnted a 1/f)/i. prof 7u; in favour of Mon· 
fieur de Gucrchy; ::md die A{forney General is ac
tually profecuting du Verg)'. Whether the King 
can grant a "oJi profcqui in a criminal cafe, and whe
ther Ie Droit du Kcns ('xtCfl(J.; to crimin:!l (';jte.~, are 

two points wh ich employ our domdlic poti1ici:ms, 

and the whole CorfH Diplam,/Iiljut. Enjill , to ufe a 

very coarfe and vulgar f:tying. il y a de la lIl~rtk au 
bout du baton, quclqut part, 

I fee and hear thefe fiorms (rom fllore.jUt1Vl mad 
mag!lll, &c. I enjoy my own fecurity a.nd tra.nquil. 
lity, together with better health than I had reafon to 
expeCt at my age, and with my conftitution: how

c\'er. 1 feel a.graJu:l.1 dccay. though a gentle one; 
and J t hink that I fball not tumble, but flide gently 
to the bottom of the hill of life. When that will be, 
I neither know nor c,are. fOT I am \-'ery weary. God 
blefs you I 

Mallet died. two day' ago, of & diarrhcza, w.hich 

he 1I:ad carried with him 10 France, a.hd 'fought 
bad< ag.u. h;tbcr. 

vai. IV. II. 



LET T E R CCCLXXXVIIl. 

Blackhcath, July the :z.~ 176~ 

My DEAR F Ila:Sil , 

I n r\ V E thi s' moment recei"'ed your letter of the 
2. :ul p.lft: :1Ot! I ddaycu anlivering your (ormer, in 
d"ily, or mllltor hourly expe{t:nion of informi n~you 

(If tilt b irth nf a ne\~' .Millifir)"; but in \":li n; fot, 
:l.fter a til'Jt1 1':!,nd cnnfcrC'nccs, all th ings remain fiill 
in the !tatc wh ic!1 I tldc r ibl."{j to p HI in my lail:. 
Lord S. h~~, 1 bd icIIl', gil'ell you a pretty true ac
cuunt of the prel~'nt fraIl' of thing, ; hur my Lord is 
much Olifr,\kcn, I am pt' rfll:\(kd , when he l :l ~~S . that 

Ibt ' I{illg bas ll'I)u.~/.t p'Dprr If} rr-rj1nbliJh h;i &/.11"

'f)ont l i l/ I b, /1latl"r: ,'!.", 111 of bit 410;r! ; for ht' 1110WS 

them alt the pu')l!c diflikc pol1ible; and, at hi s le

vee, hardly 'jlcaks to :'lily of them; but fpea ks by 
the houna any hody cile. Conferences, in the mean 
time, go on, of whi rh it is c:\fy 10 guefs the main 
fubje8. but imp()flihlc. for me at leaft, to know 

the psnitui.ars: bur Ih is I will venture to propheCy. 
Ulat the whole will foon center in M r. Pilt. 
; , You {cern not to know the cha.rader of the Queen: 

here it is--She is :\ gLlod woman, :l good wife, a 
Rader mwn ; and :m unmeddlfng Queen. The 
'K:-iag lovos.hcr ~ a. "Tl1l1il1l ; but , I ,-crity believe ., has 
'ntl'cr yet (pokcn one wol'd to her abOut .bufineCs. I 
~.~~~ t.old you all tll3:t J koow of th~(e nifqirs. 

wllich, 



TO HIS SON. '59 
which, I believe, .i! as much as:my body elfe k.nows, 
who is not in the {eere!. In the me:tn time, you ea ... ' 
fily guers, that [urmires, conjec'tu{"(' ~ , .lnd [I'p0rts, 

are infinite; and if, :t$ they b y, truth is hut one, 

ODe: miJlio;a at leaft of there reports I11UIt be (:lIfe; 
for' they ditfcr~xcecdingly. 

You have IOft :1O hondr fen'ant. hr tile dc:lth of 
poor L ouis; I would :\ch·jfc pm to uke :\ de" er 

young Saxon in his room, of whore ch.:uaCler you 
mly ge t authentic tcfti1lloni t~ : in1tc;ul of fending 

for one to -Prance, whofe ciJ 1r:l!CtC'r you c:t n only 
know from far, 

\Vhen 1 hear morc, I will write morc; til! when, 

God blefs you! 

, 

LET T Ii R CCCLXXXIX. 

Blackbc:lth, July the 15th, 1765. 

M\' DlOAk Fna;xlJ, 

I TOLD you iOn my laft, that you {hould hear from 

me 19:1in, 3.<; foon as I I l :~d any thing more to write; 
and now I h;l\'e too mu ch to write, therefore wilt, 
ref('f you to the G:lzette, and the office letters, for; 
all thaI' has bren done; and ruhife you to fufpend. 
your ~nion, :l' I do, about all that is td be dOfle',,. 
J\1any more changes ~re talked of ; but Co idly, and 
,'ariqurly, that I give credit to none ofth~m. ·There:. 

R a h,.!J 
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bas been pretty df!:m f~'ef!ping .alreacir; and J do 

n,Ot remember. in my ti me, to hal'e feen fo much 
at once, as an intire new Board of Trea(ury. and 

two new.Secreta.ries of State. {JIm mu/tiJ a/jist &c, 
Here is a nf!IV pOlitical arch almoft built, but of , . 

materials of 10 different a nature, and ~'ithout a k(t

fione, that it does not, in my flpinion, indicate ei

ther ftrength ~r duration. It will certainly rc:q\lirc 
repairs, and a kt'y-ftonc, next winter; and that key
llone will, and muft ncce!fanly be, Mr. Pitt, It is 

true, he might hav..: heen that kl.:y .ftone now; and 

would hlve ac cepted it. but not without Lord T~m
pie's conrent; ~d Lord T em ple pofitiH'ly refufed. 
'I'here was e"idem!\' fame trick In this, but wha.t is. 
paft my conjt:Cf:uring, J),1't'W fum, 111m Otd p"S. 

There is a manifdl intC'rrt'gnllm in the Treafury; 

(or I do fuppo~e that Lord Rockingh.tm and Mr. 

Dowdefwell will not think. proper to be ,'cryatth'e. 

~MrJ,l Conway. who is ~'our Secretary, ha.s ~er4 
ta.ioly pans at leOlfr equ.tl to his bu!'inefs, to which, 1 
dare {.ty, he will a.pply. The fame may be (aid, I 

believe, of the Duke of Gufton; and indeed there 
iapo magic requifiie for the executive pirt of thofe 

employments. The minifterial put is another t~ing • 
they muft {cramble with their fellow~[eT\'ants, for 
,p,.er and favour, as well as they can. Foreign af
lain ~ not:w much as mentioned, and, I \'eriiy be
ht},t;, not thought of. But, furely, fome counter· 
~ wtAlld be necelTary to the Family Co~p&a • 
~d~ if "ot fOOD. contraCted, will be too late: ' God 
l>kr.~r 

LETTER 
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LET T E R O:::CXCo 

,Bhckhcath, AuguR the 1 jth, l j6S. 

My DEAR l"K.IE!iD, 

You are now twO h:ttcn in ml' clt·bt; and I f~r 
the gout has been the cau{e uf your contratling that 
debt. \Vhen you are not able to write yuurldf, let 
your Secretary lend me two or three lines, to ac~ 

quaint me ho'y you are. 
You have now feen, by t he London Gazette, what 

changes have really been made at Court: but, at the 
[arne time, I 1:)(::lin'e you l1:).\C (cen that there mutt be 
more, before a Minill:ry can be (ettled; what thofe 

will be, God knows. Werc I to Co!~ccl.:ure. r fhoul.d 
fay. that the whole will centl.:r, before it is long. in 
Mr. Pitt and Co. the prdent being an heterogeneous 
jumble of youth lUlU caducity. which cannot be ef
ficient. 

Charles Townibentl calls the prefent, a l.urefiring 
M ini lf ry; fit only for the {ummer. The next (eilioo 
w:li. be not only a warm, but a \-'iolent one. as you 
will ealily judge, if you look ova the names of the 
inJ and of the (lufl. 

I fed this beginning of the autumn, which it al· 
ready \'('ry cold: the leaves 3re withered. fall apace, 
and.feem to intimate that I muft follow dIem; which 
I ih'aH do without relu8:ance. being extl'ttnt1y w~ry 
ofthi. nlly world. God bJe{s you, both ' is it "~ 
alter it I 

LET.'1°EiI. 



~6:J. LORD CHESTER-PERLD'S LETTBRS 

LET T E R CCCXCI. 

Blackhealh, Auguft th~, 2.5th, 1765: 

My nl,All FRIENlJ, 
• 

I RECEIVED but four days ago your letter of the 

!J.d infhnt. 1 6tH] by it that you afe well, for you 
are in good fpirit s, Your notion of the new birth, 
or r<'generation of the Miniftry, is a vcry juf\: one 
and that they h:1H' not yet the trne feal of the cove
nant is , I dare fay. very true; at leaft, it is not in 

the polrdlion of either of the Secretaries of State, 

who ha\'e only the King's feal; nor cia T believe 
(\. hatncr his Gran~ may imagine) that it is en'n in 

the poffeffion of the Lord Pr ivy &al. I own, I am 
loft, in confidering tile prefent filll:ltion of affairs; 
different conj,dlun ~ prefC'nt thcmfth'es to my mi~d, 
but none: tlt:Lt it c;ln rdt upon. The next feffi()n 
mua neceillrily deaf lip rn:ltters a good deal; for, 
I helieve, it will be the \\almeft and molt acrimo

!'lions one that has been known fillce that of the 
E!<cifc. Thr- laIc !\liniftry, tbe prcftnt OJ'P3jition, 
are determin~d to at't:lck .Lord B---- publicly in 
Parl!ament, and redllce the late Oppofition, tbe pre. 
,.,,1 M;1t~tiry, to proteCt him publicly, in ('on[equence 
Of thei r [uppofed tro:aty with him. En IlflClldallt 

"';tfI.'(. th/p:lper W:lr is cllmed on with much· fury 
and fcnrril,ity on all fides, to the great entena'inment 
Ot'fuch,.!azy .and impanin.l people as myfelf. i do 

nbt 
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not know whether you haxe the Dailr A,.h"erti(cr :tlld 
the Public Ad \'crtifer; in which a1l (he politictl lec
ler~ are infertco1 t and fame n :ry wd t· writl~,,, ones 

on both fides ; but I know th:lt they :ml11fl;: ilK' , 

!,1nr bitn ~1ue 11101, for an hour or \\\' ,1 en,'ry 1ll0rni l~ g-. 

Lord T-- is the Illppofld lllthor ,,f th·.: p.Hllphltt 

you mention; but I thin k il is ah<m: him. l\;rhap'i 
his hrother C- '1'-, whf> is r)y no means I:t~ 
ti sned with the prcfent nrran g<' IlWIH, flU)' hJ.n: :tf~ 

fiftrd him private ly. As to this laue r, there W .15 a 

good ridiculous paragraph in the new"·p:lpc rs, two 
or three days ago: H'e be(1/' l illi / the Rig, t lJonr"lIr. 

dk Mr. C-"T- is illdi{pojrd, st 1>;1 hOlljt n. 
01t/~dJbire. Pj (1 l ain in his fide; but il is 11 M j/Jid in 
whi .. h fidt. 

I do not find t lt:tt' tlte Duke of York ha.<; yl't vi

fi~ you; if he: tbould. it mar he n:penfive , nit/is 

till Irt}lltJcra molen. As for Ihe Lady , if you fhelltld 
be \'('ry fliarp fet for (ullle E llglifh lidh, jhc has it 

'amply in her power 10 fupply YUII, if Ihc pka~cs . 

·.prar tell me in your next, what YOII think of, nn~ ' 

ito\\' you like Prince Henry of Pruffia. God ble~ 
· YOll ! 

R4 LETTER. 



LET T E R CCCXClI. 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

YOUR great charaCler of Prince Henry, which 
I take (0 be a' very jufi om:, iawers the King of 
Pruffili's a great deal; and proba.bly that is the caufe 
of their be ing [0 ill together. But the King of 
Pruflia., with his gOCld parts, iboukl rdleCt upon 
that trite and true m~'(im. ~i in1Jidti minor J or M. 
de In Rochefoucault's, ~lt I'tn'U/t tJlla " flll boffi " 
/quUS III paD,onI, PJ4II<]I/O" iJ'Uoue pit" do (rimlS, faIlil 

fU( Ftrjollnt n'a·f..'CIft i'cnvie. I thank God I never 
was {entible of t hat dark and \·ile paffion, except 
that formerly I have fomctimes envied a fuccef&ful 
riv:ll with a tine wom,m. But now that caufe is 
ceared, and conreljut:ntly the effea" 

\-Vhat fll3.11 r, or rather what can I, tell you of the 
political world here? The late Minifiers accufc the 
prercnt with having done nothing; the prefent ac. 
cufe the late ones with having done much werfe than 
nothing. Th~ir writers abufe one 'another moil: 
fcurrilouOy. hut fometimes with wit. I look uPOQ. 
this to be pt!rtcT til .Ufffd"'rI pt2rtit, tin battle bt.g::'s 
in St. Stephen's Chapel. How tPat will end, J pro
teft, 1_ cannot conjecture; wy farther than this, tbat, 
'if Mr'. Pitt,does not come in to the afIiftance of the 

Ji~~~}~}njHers. they will ha\'C much to do to fta.nd 
tllbfgiWnd. C-T- will play booty, and 

. . .. hom 
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whom elfe ha.t"e they? Nobody but C-; who 
has only good-fenre, but not the: nece1fary talents 

nor e~penence, 

JEre t ien 'f}iroJ Mar/tfllqlle tztundeu tan/fl. 

I never rc'nembC'r, in all my time, to have 
feen fo problematical a fiate of affairs; and a awl 

would be much puzt.led which fide ft) bet on. 
Your gudt, Mifs C- , is another probkal 

which I cannot {oh'e. She no more wa.nted the wa
ters of Carltbadt, than you did. h it to {how the 
Duke of Kingfton that he cannot live without her P 
a dangerous experiment! which may poilibly con .. 
vince him tha.t he: can. There is a trick, no doubt. 
in it; but what, 1 neither know nor care: you did 
very well to {how her civilities, tda n~ gilt jamou 
rien. I will go to my waters, that is, the Bath w .... 
teTs, in three weeks or a month, more for the fake 
of bathing than uf rlrinking. The hot bath alway. 
promotes my perfpi ration, which is fluggilb, and 
fuppl ies my ftiff rheumatic limbl. D'oil/t,.,./9 I am 
at prdent as we1l9 and, better than I c·ould reafonablJ' 
npel\: to be, anno /~tulIXtfiJttfJ p,.imo. Mly you be 
Co as long, J 1IJ(lJ! God bIer, youJ 

LETTER. 
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LET T E R CCCXClII. 

L mJon, OCtober the zJ.!h, J76S' , 
."'1'1- D E,\a FII.IE"ll, 

I RF.CE1\'ED YOUt Jette f of the Jothjpni£o; for I 
'rl't out fur B:uh lO ·morraw morning. If the life of 
' t1:ofc W3t'('rs dues mc nn good, the !hifting the f( en~ 
)iJf fome time will at leafi amure me :l linle ;' and at 
my aJ;~ , and with my infirmities. it J4M fo;r~ dt' 
l oul bois jJ.H:. . Some \'arieIY is as ner,effary fur thl.! 

:tnilld , as fome medicines arc for the bolly; 
1 iere is :l 101:11 fhgnl\tinn of politics, which, I 

{uppef(-, will conlinllc till the Parl iament fits to do 

D nfinefs, and that will nol be till abo~t the middle 

:'of J anuary; for the meC"ling on the lith Decemhe r 
;j, only fur the fakl' (If fome nt'\\' writs. Th· btc 

'M inifien tlm:lten lh~' prefent on-=5: but the latter 
'do nut (cern in the icafi afnict of the forTT\("r, and .rdr 
... :;"cr), gooo tr~fon : '(\'hich !.~ , Ih:lt they ·h.l\,c· th'c 
~iltlrihllt; oll ' ofth~ lo:\\'es and fifhes, I belit'yc it ii ' , . . 
" ery ce rtai n, th:lt Mr, Pitr \~m nc\'c r cOme into tltis'or 
any,mht'r Adminif!:r:1tion: hl' is abfo1utcJy a cr ipple 
all die year, anct in yio!c nt p3in.iI Ic:t.ft h:!\f"f ~~. 

Such phyficOl) ills arc great cheds to two of t he 
firongeft paffions. to which hum3n n3tu re is liahle , 
JOTC and oambition, Though I cannot perftwde 

&ll)jG;l~4at the prel~nt MiniA-ry can be long-liycd. 
'i 'can 'as 'iitdc imagine, who or what <taD fucq:ed 

thero, 



TO HI S lO1f. 

t hem, tellt tjJ Ia difclle de fitjel! P'/IMb/ft . The Duke 
"f - [wears, that he will have Lord - peno
nally attacked in both £-Ioures; but J do not fee ho1'l', 
,viI houl endangering h imfelf at the [Inn: t imt' . 
• 1\1i (,; C---)s filfcly arri vell heft', and her Duke is 

flJmJcr uf her than erer. II w;u:\ dangtrrms experi_ 
nwn t that !he tTi :.:d, in ]c:l\'ing: him Jo long; but it 
kOn5 OlC kn ew ber man. 

I pi t}' ) '0 11 for the inundation of your gooo coun
trymcn, which o\'awhdm~ you : j !' Ifni (~ 1u'm tJIIUl 

"<JUnt. It is, befid('s. expcn(i\'c; bllt, 2 S I look 
upon the expellee to be ti le lea ll nil of the two, I 
will fcc if a Ncw-year's gift will nO! make it up. 

As 1 am now upon the wing, 1 wi U only add, God 
bIer,; you! 

LET T E R CCCXCI\'. 

B:l!h. Nm'embcr Ihe : 8th, 1745, 

M 'I Jl f: A R 'FlI.n:,\ u, 

I If j\ V £ ~\ i s mO:llcut Tccei"ed pur letter of th( 
j'~th; J h;we now been bere near:l month, bathing 
and drinki llg ti,e W.3tcn, fOT c{m:rhi nt ~ much of tbe 
fame ki nd as ) ou~s : I mew, pains in my Jt'~, hi!", 
&Jld :u:.~,s ; wliether gOll;ry or Theumati~ l70d kDO\llS; 
but, J bclie,'C", both, th:l.t fight widlout ,a de~iiion . 

in ravour ~f either. and have aofolutely reduced me 
:to 
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to"the mifrrablc fituation of the Sphynx's riddle, to 
walk upon thrre legs; that is, with the affiftance of 
my ftick, to walk , or 'rather .hobble, very indiifC'f p 

endy. I wifh it were a drcl.ared gout. which is the 

di1rempcr of ~ gentleman; whereas .the thr-umad'fm 
is tbediftempt"r of a hackney.coo("hman or chairman, 

who are obligrd to be out in all weathers and at all 
hours. 

) think you will do very right to ark leave t and 

I dare fay )'ou will eafily get it, to go to. the baths 

in !:iuabia ~ that is, fllppofing you ha\'e confultcd 
fame fkil!ul phyfician, if fuell a one there be', cithcr 

at Drefden or at Lti pfic, about the nature of your 
cliftcmper, and tbe nature of thore baths i bur, IUDJ 
fflifl"~ p·l/j",lIr m ,1JJrJ. Vile have but a bad bargain, 
God knnws, of this life , and patience is the only 

11"ay not to make bat! worre. Mr. Pitt keeps his bed 

here. with a very rf:li gout, and not a political OIlC, 

~ is often hlfpt:8cd. 
Here has been .:J. C'ongrcfs of moil: of the ri Mi~ 

IlijirtJ. If they have railed a battery. as 1 fuppofc 

they tllne, it is Il uulled ooe, for notlling kl.!i " 
tranfpin:d; only they confcfs, that. they intcud a 

IIVIft vigorous attack. D' "i/{curJ, there (cems to be" 

total fufpenfion of all buuncfs, till the mcelin~yf 
the Parliament, and then Signa ·Cllnflll/. I am wry 
,lad, tbat, at thi, time, you are out of it; and for 
teafOO$ tha.t I need not mention ~ JOu would certainly 

have been' Cent fot Ol'cr, andJ as ~fore) IlCt: paKl 

for )'OUl'journey. 
Poor 
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Poor Harte IS VJl" ; > condemned to the Hot~ 
well at Brifio1. He" " , t~; poct than philllfopher; 
for all this illncfs ~ ,'. ncllOlr proceeds originally, 
from the ill (llcceb .. qf·~s Guftavus Ad0Jplms. lie 
i'i grown c>;trernely ~t, which I am "cry glad of, 
bccaufe that is ~Iways a comfort to tile affiiLrted. 

I cannot prefent Mr. Larpent with f\,1Y New· year's 
gift. rill 1 come to town, whidl will be before 
Chriftmas at fartheft; till \\'hcn, Gcd bids "ou! 
Ad ieu. 

LET T E It CCCX(T. 

London, December the z-7th, J765. 

l\1v DE .O\R FRIE:sn, 

I ARRIVED here from Rath Jail Monuav, rather, 
but not much, better than when I Wt'nt thither. 
i\1y rheumatic pain:>, in my legs and hips, plague 
me ftill; and I ,mult nc,"er expect [0 be quite free 
from til t-m. 

You have; to be fure, had from th"c office an ac· 
CO\.1I1t of what Ih~ Parliament did, or rather did not 
do, the day of their meet ing! and the famt point 
will be the great objet} at -their next meetipg: 1. 
mean! thl."' alliUr of our America·) Colonia; relatjvely 
to [he lite impofeJ. Sump-duty; which our colo. 
nift.i abfol~c1y rt:fufc to !Jay. The Adminiftrati~ 

oro 
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are (or fdme inauTgence and.forbearance to thofe £moO 
,vard chitdreri of, their' mOther country: the OppO~ 
fitiOli'aTe ' (or t;tking vigorous, as they call them, but 

I call thf"IU violent meafures i not le (~ than ItJ dra .. 

g.""de;; and to ha,'e the tllX COUeae},1 by,the rroop' 
we have there. For my part, 1 ne" cr faw a froward 

child men ckd .. by whipping ; and J would not have 

the m{J!ht:-r country become a llC'p-rnot~cr, Our 

tr3(le to Amcric:t hrin Gs in, (o""nun;buJ (111 niJ, two 
m;lI!o!15 :t y~,:.r ; alld till': St;tmJ>-duty is ellimated :it 

but nne hund red t!IO Hlf:lnd pounds:t ye::tr; wh ich I 

w.ould by no ;r.\,;:\ns bring into the dock of the Ex~ 

chequer, at tht· lll !~ , or en:n the rilk, of a million a. 
year to tile national Ho( k. 

I do not lell YOll of the GuIer gi\'cn away yeftcr .. 

day, bccau!c the news-pape rs will; but J mull ob
ferve, that the Prince of llrunfwick's riband is a 

mark of great di-ftinCtion to that family; wiJicb, I 

belic\'c. i ~ the firO: (exceFt our own Royal family) 

thar has e\'cr h:u1 two blue ribands at a time: but it 
·muft he owned they defene them. 

qne hears of nothing now, in town, but the fe
parotion of men and their wive,; Will F inch, the 
ex-vice Chamberlain, Lord Warwick, 3C1P your friend 

t:ord ~ingh,oke. I wonder at none ~f them for 
pa:itin.g-; but I wooder at many for frill livin'"gto·. 
~htr; £of in :tbi., country, it is certain, that mar
.~~ . not well und'trftood. 

, '.) '!Ic\.. 'lbil . daY Cent Mr. Larpenl two ~~dred 
~if._ foui·Chriftmas-boxt of which, J' foppofe, 

~$ja&.ita: b tlii! pof1:. Makethii""'iIl: .' • . ' ". ' ~ ,,,.' JOU Y . _ " 
p ' 
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a;'mtrt1" a one :t! -you can ,; for ,."", fa s/4 b01flilM 

1ui R6WI rrflc ,r-~" II' cj} ji finrrjJl q!l'Jln nQ;r chlllt/ •. J;or. 
t ht' new Yl:afS; God fend you lU:tllr., 'and h .. pPr 
nn('~! AUicu. 

LET T E R CCCXCVL 

l..ondon, FciJru:u), tile lIlli, '766. 

My DEAR I'll/f.:-D, 

1 RECEIVED, two (bys :i~O, your kttt'r of tIle 
~5 th 1!:l!t ; "n.\ yuur former, wbidl yuu m~nti\)ll in. .. 
it. bur ten tlay~ :l)f,o; ti,i~ may l'~ f;ly h~: aCf(.luntni 

fur, from tht: baJnd~, (If til ": w~·:1 thcr. ,\nJ n)nf(\.lllcnt ~ 

Iy of the roatk I hardly n'nlCll1bCf I;) revere :t win
ter; it ha~ occJJi.oneu m.l"Y illndlc§ llCfC, I am fun: 
it pinched my cr,rty car.::aJe {.J mtu.:h, t h:lt , a.bout 

three week.! ago. I was obliged to be let 01000. twi c~ 
in four days ; which I found Mtcrw,ud:i w;)., YCrr nc-, 
eeffary. 'by the relief'it gaxe tO,my ht3d, and to the 
rJle~ru.atic pAiiin my limns.; anu from the execra
ble kind of bt'ood wh ich I I~ft, 

fbhipsyo':l ex:~Cl from me a plrricular account 
of.. th~ prefent flate 'of WiTS here; bur, if you do, 
tau' win be dn.2ppointed; for no man Ji~mg (~ndi 
fiil! Je(s thm anyone) knows what it i~; ;r vttiefj 
oot oniyti'aily, but bourl~·. Maft people think, and 
~ red. cbac .. we d&t.e ~f the prefen~ ~",: 

ajI!~: 
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ninen is pretty Dat out; but how loon we are to 
batOr a be'W ftyle, God knows. This, hOftver, is 
cert~A, that the Miai(\el$ had a contefted clcCl:ion 
in the Houfe of Commons~ and got it but by elevat 
wtea; too fmalln majority,to carry any thing: t)le 
"at day they loft a queftion in the Haufe of Lords, 
by ,breeo Tqe que£tion in the Houfe of Lords was. 
te) enforce the execution of the Stamp-ad in the Co
lonies vi" arnlit. \-Vhat conclufions you will draw 
from thefe prtm.ifes I do not kL10W; I proteft, I draw 
none; but only flare at the prefent,undecypherabJe 
fiate of affairs, which in fifty yean; experience I 
ha,'c never fecn any thing like. ''l'he Sta.mp-ad has 
pron~d a moil pernicious mea(ure; for, whether it is 
repealed or not, which is frill very doubtful, it h~, 
given fuch terror to the Americans, that our trade 

with tbem will not be, for fome years, what it ufed 
to be. Great numbers of our manufacturers at home 
will be turned a ftan'ing, for want of that employ
ment which our very profitable trade to America 
found them: and hunger is always the Clufe of tu

'mults &nd fedition. 
As you have efeaped a fit of the gout in thi& fCTeXd 

(:old wathcr, it is to be hoped yo~y be intirely 
'free from it, till next winter &t leaft • 

. ~.S. Lord -J ' having ~ with his wife, DOW 

~keep' another w-e: J at & gr~ cXpeACc. I fear .bc 
'4 tOlally, Wldone. . 



LET T E R CCCXCVII. 

London, March the 17th, 1766. 

My DEAA~FRlEND, 

You wrong me, in thinking mc·io yom debt; 
for I nel'er receive a letter of yours, but I anfwer it 
by the next paft, or the next J ut one, at fanheft: 
but I can c:tfily conceive that my two laO: letters to 
you may have been drowned or frozen in their way; 

for portenrs, and prodigies of froft, (now, and inun
dations, ha\'c been fa fn:quent tlJis winter tbat they. 
have almoft 10ft their names. 

You tell me that you aT\! going to the baths of 
Badtn; but that puzz.les me a link, fa I recommend 
thi s lencr to the C:1.Te of Mr. Llrpent, to forward to 
you; for Baden I take to be the g'~neral German' word 
for baths, and th e particular ones are diOinguiihed 

by rome epithet, as \\Tei fs baden, Carl£b:;.dl'n, &t. I 
hope the y are not cold batbJ.. w!!!.ch . r have a. .very IlJ 
opinioll of, in an arthritic Or rheumatic cafes; and 
your c3fe I rakf to be a compound of both, but ra· 
ther more ol.f1'le l:i.tter. 
~ You1fii1' probably wonder that I teU you nothing 

of pul?lic matters; upon which I thall ~as feeret at 
Hotfp~r's gentle Kate, wllo would not tdl wbat at~ 
did not know; but· what. is fingular, nobody {~ 
to knOw. any more of them than I do. People gMl!f" 

ftan:. ~?nE:ltureJ and refine. C~nget of the ~~~ 
VOL. ~t S .1"1-
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try, or in the Minifiry, at lc:lft, aTe daily reporred 

and foretold: but, of what kind, God only knows. 
II is alfo ,"cry doubtful whether 1\Jr. Pitt will come 

into the Adminiftntt ion or not; the two pn:ft"nt Se. 

cretaries arc extremel" ddirous that he fl\ould; but 

the others thi[1k of t!~c horfc tbat ca'Ued the man 'to 

its afliftancc .• 1 willl:l)' nothing: TO you :lbout Ameri· 

can affairs, bCC:l\d~' 1 have not pens, ink, or paper 

enollgh 10 gin· yo;.! 3rt inttlligiblc account of them. 
They have b('{'.n till (ubjl..:.] s of warm and acrimo

nious debates, both in the Lords and Commons, and 

in all companit·s. 

The repc:!.1 of tl :e St:J.mp-aA is at Ian carried 

(·hrough. I am gl:lll of it, :md g:l\"e my proxy for it; 

bec3ufe I faw many IlllHl..: inconveniencies froill the 

enforcing , than frnm th" repe:tling it. 
Cuionelllru,vnc was with me the ol llf r day, ami 

alTurt'd me that he left you n'ry well. He laid that 

he faw me at &P.l, hut I did not rememher him; 
though J remember his two brothers, the Colonel and 

the ra\'ii'her, "cry well. Your Saxon Colonel has the 
brogue e~cecd;ng!.j·; · ' rrcf(,nt my reCpeCls to Count. 

Flemming; J "'Ill very Corry for th~ Countefs's ill
,Rtfs; {be was a molt well-bred wom~ 

You would hardly think that I gave a~il)ner to the 
Prince of Brunt'wick, your old acquaintance: J :%111 

glad it is til'h; but I could not a\·oid it. /1 fIj'Q'lJoil 
",ui.~11 th" pDlildfos. God blefs you! 

LE'r· 



'i.Q . R"lS SON. ." 
LET T E R CCCXCVIIl. 

Blaekheath. June the IJtb, IjG6. 

I\1Y DEA.R FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED, yefterda)', your l ett~r of the 30t.h 
paft. I waited with impatience for it, not having re
ceivcd one from you of fix w('cks: nor your mother 

neither, who began to he Hry fn re that you we~c 
tlc.ad, if not huried," You fhould write to her once :J. 
w("ek, or at leaft once a fo rtnight ; for women ffi:'lke 

no allowance for either bufinc!s or bzillef.~: whereas 

J can, by experience, mJ.ke alluw:mcrs for both: 
howe\·cr, I willi you would gencr:'ll1y write to me once 

a fortnight. 
Lift week I paid my Mitlfllmmer offering, of five 

hundred pounds, to Mr.l.arpent, for your tI(e, as 1 
fuppofe he has informed you. I am pllntl:ual, you 
mnft allow . 

. What account thall I give. you of ll1inificriai af
fairs herc ? "I proteft I do not know: rour own d"e
fcription ofthem,-is as cxaCt: aonc as any J, whoam 
upon the placf'o, can g1\"C )"ou. It is a tot:'1I diOoca

tion and .<htt;ngtment; ccmfequently a rotal iDeffi
ciency. When the Duke of Grafton quit~the fell!; 
~Ie gaye "that vcry rC:lfon for it, in a {peech in the 
Houfe of Lor!is: he declared, Iha! h~ hod na<o!itflio1J 

to lIN per/w ar "~' the meJJ/urts "ftIN pre/nil MllfiPer.J,j 

~"f tNt IH thD.fbl ~bt} .~nt;d J1rtwgth t/ tid "~ty,& U 
~ry" frlP" -foUl wilb focufi; tIlld Ihut IN l~~ 

S. . ~ 
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Dul (),u man (m~aning, as you will eafily fuppofe, Mr. 
Pitt) who (ottldgiv( then! Ibat jl,mgth and flliditJ; Ihal, 
undn- thiJ ptrJ()n, be Jbould he williNg 10 je,'Vl' in any 
capacilJ. wi Dilly OJ 4 Cdu ra! Qlfiur. but as 4 pi(l1Jur i 

dnd 'Would take liP a /pade and a t1I4!to,~ : Wh~I) he 
quitted the feal~. they were offered firfi: to Lonl Eg
mont, then tl) Lord Hardwicke; who both declinC'd 

them, probably for the fame rcafons that made the 
Duke of Grafton rdign them: but, after their going 
a Legging for fome time , the Duke of-- begged 
them, and has them fault de III;CU."C . Lord Mount
ftuart W:l~ Ilc \'er thought of for Vienna, wJlere Lord 
Stormont returns in thrce months: the form~r is 
going to be married to one of the Mifs Windfors, a 
great fortune, To tell you the fpeculations, the rea

fonings, and the conjcftmcs, either of the uninform~ 
ed, {jf even of the beft.informed public, upon tIle 
prefcilt wonderful fituation of affairs, would take up 
much more time and paper than either you or I can 
afford, though we ruxe neit her of us a great deal of 
Duftnefs at prefenr. 

I am in as gdUU;- ne':ilth as I could reafonably ~. 
ped, at my age, and with my !battered ~rcaf~: that 
is~ from the waift upwards: but do~waTds it is not 

' the fame; for my limbs retain that fftinc{s and de· 
' bility of my long rhcumatifm, I eannot walk half IUl 
Jiour .. t ,~1iint. As the autumn, and frill more aa the 
.iDter .approach~J, take care to keep yourfdf vnj 
warm, c(pecially your legs and fet1:~ 
0, Lady, ~eld f.Dds you her co ... pli""'.~ anti 
oJriiuliphlll\ thefuccefs ofher PW\<I. God ~oJoqu I 

LET· 
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LET T E R CCCXCIX" 

Blackheath , July the ISth, 1766. 

My DEAR FRIEND , 

You afe a happy mortal, to have your time thus 
employed between the Great and Ih~ Fair ; I hope 

you do the honours of your country to the latter. 
The Emperor, by YOllr a CCOllnf, fl'Ctns to be \'ery 
t"cll for an Emperor; who, by ~ing abo\'e the 
other Monarchs in Europe, mlly juftly be fuppofed 
to have had a propo rtionably worfe eduration. I 
nnd, by your account of him, that he has heen 
trained up to homicidl', thL: only fcience in which 
Princes are ever inftru8:ed; allJI with good reafon, 
as t heir greatnefs and glory lingly depend upon the 
numbers of their fcllow- Cft-Oltures, whic h their am
bition ext(' rmin:uC's. If 3. .sol'ereign 1hould. by 
great accident, deviate in to moderation, jullice, 

.and clemency, what a con~ib!l!"1!gure would he 

make in the catalogue of Princes! 1 have: al ... " 
owned a great reg:mJ for K ing Log. From the,in
terview:-.t'r"orgaw, between the two Monarchs, they 
win be either a great deal better Of worfe together, 
but I think rather the lauer, for o"i!rnunefake, 
Phil ip de ComiDet, obferves, thaI he MY'Cr kDew 
aay geod:. come from f .~/Jntnu tits R#lJ. The 
King of Pruffia will exm all hi. per(picacicy, to u..
Iyfe ~.liIIpetial M>Jdly; and I .. ouJ~ be! upoo"!he, 

5 .3 _~ 



·, 
LORD CHEsnIPtZLD. LETTERS 

one head of hi.5 Black Eagle, againfi: the two heads 
of the Auflri:m Eagle; though two heads are (~h;'i ' 
prm'crbially J to be better than one. ] wilh I had 
the direCtion of both the Mon:lrch~ , anu they 
:fhould, together with fome of their l\~li es , take 
Lorrair.t· and AlIac!,; f~om France. You will call me 
f Abhc de St. ~'i{'rrc; but I only fay wh:u I wifh; 
whereas be dlOllght e\crr th ing lb. he wilhed prac

ticable. 
!\,aw to come home. H ere are gh~al huftles at 

COl!ft, and a f?,r~'at change of p l' rfon s is certainly 

very n~' ;\ l" You will a!k me, pcrhaJH, who is to be 
out, amI who is 10 be in? To wh ich I anfwe r, I 

do not know. l\ly cOlljdlme is, tl .ar, be the new 
fettlcn:ent what it will, J..h. Pitt will be at the bead 

of it. If he is . I prc{\lmc ql('il c.ll r a mh dr I' t au dnm 
ion V;1l par '-"N&r/ ,; ).f;/(Jld }J-- ; when that (hall 

come to be known, a::; known it cenainly will filt/O 

be, he mar hid aJ ieu to his popul<1ril),. A iVlill ifter, 
-as :Minifter, is \"ery apt to be tile ohjcfl or public 

diflikc; anJ a Favourite, a!> l'avourite, fiill more 

lo: If any ev{t\r"'t"cmTkind happens, which (if it 
h~ppens at all) I conjetlure will be {orne time next 
week, ),ou (hall hear farther from me . 

. \1 will fullow your ad" ic('. and be as wl-ll-..as [ can 
neil winter. though I knuw 1 {hall never. be fr(of: 

fiom my Jrying rht'llmatic "pains, as long as [ li .. ·c ; 

.~t ... btt~er that will be ~y years or. few is ex
~inely indifferent to me: in either cafe. God. blefs 

,ru! 
LETTER 
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LETTER cccc. 

Blackheath, Auguft the 1ft, li66. 

My DEA lt FRIF..SD, 

THE cun:>';L1 W1S at btl drlw:, up, the U'l), before 

ydlenlay, and tlikoYrred the new :ldtlfS together 

with fome of the "iu olles. I do nut IlJme them to 
you, bec.:nlle to.\llorrow·s G:i.'I.etll' will uo it full as 

well as I could. 't\1 r. Pitt, who hau {(lyle bl,Wlhe 

gi \'en him, named evcry onc of theOl: but what 

would you think he named himIClff" t ? I .ord Pri\'Y 
Seal; and (what will atlonith you, as it tlo('s e"ery 
!Hortll here) F~rl of Ch:U h:Ull . Thc joke here is, 

rhat he illS had a /a!! upJIa jo ) and Ita.. done him
felf fa much hurt) Ihat he will u(' u 'r be ahle to {bod 
upon hi s leg; again, En'ry body i, puzzled how to 

account for this l1 cp; thoug,h it w(lllki 1I0t be the 
fi rft time thlt great ahilities h,\\'(' b(;cn duped -by 
low cunning. But be it m~t,.is",_ he is now cer
tainly only Earl of Ckttl13m; and no longer l\1r. 
Pitt, in any rerrell wh .. tc\·cr, Such:>.n event, I 
belie\·e, \: as nc\'er read nor heard of. 1'0 withdraw, 
;n the fullners of his power, and in the urnlott grati
fic:ltion of his ambition, from the ii.lfe of Com:" 
man,. (which proc~red him his power, and which 

cOII\d alone infure it to him) ;l:ld to go into that 
Hofpiial ·of Incurab1C'S, the Houfe of Lords, i, .. 
mcafure fo ' unaccountable, that nothing but proof 

S 4 pofiti .. 
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pofitive could have made me believe it: but true it 
is. Hans Stan ~ey is to go Emb:dfadot to RuRi'...:.. 
and my Nephew, Ellis, to Spain, decor:lted with 
the red riband. Lord Shelburne is your Secretary 
of State, which J fuppofc he has notified ~o you th,is 
pofi, by a circular lettC'r. Charles Townfhend has 
now the [ole m~ll:lgtment of the H ou(e of Commons ; 
but how long he will be content to he only Lord 

' Chatham's ,-iccgcrent there, is a qucftion which I 
will not prrtend to u('ci(}e . Tbere is one "'cry bad 
:fign for Lord Chatham, in his new dignity ; which 
is, that all his enemies, without c)(ception , n'joice 
at it; and all his friends ilre fh,pified and dumb· 
·founded. If I miOake not ~ud. he will in the 
courfe of a year ' enjoy perfect clium (11m dignill2te: 
Enough of politics. 

Is the fair, or at lea11 the f:lt , 1\-11£s C-- with 
you fEll? It muft be confeit that {he knows the 
ans of Courts; to be fa recein-d at Drefden, and fo 
connived at in Leicefter-fields. 

There never was fo wet a fummer as this h:ls been, 
-ia. the rnemoryoe: ~'e ha.e not had one lingle 
day, fince March, without fome rain ; but moft 
'daYs a great deal. I hope that does not affect your 
"health. as great cold does. for, wilh.all fhcl~ inun. 
datioos, it has not been cold . God blc:fs you I 

LETTER 
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LETTER ccce!. 

BJackheath, Auguft the 14.th, '766. 

My DEAll FIlIRND, 

I RECEIVED yefterday your l et ~r of ' the 30th 
paft; and find by 'it, that it croHed mine upon the 
rOld. where they llad no t ime to t:lke notice of ODC 
another. 

The news-p:lpers h;we infolfned you; lx-fore now, 

of the changes aCtually made; more will probably 
follow . but what, I am Cure, I c:mnot lell you; and 

I belinc naboJ}' can, not eren thore who arc to 

make them; they will, I fuppofc, be occafional, as 
peuple behave themfch·cs. The (!lUCcs :lnd conre
qucnces of Mr. Pi,, 's quarrel now appear in print, 
in a. pamp!lh:t publifhed by Lord T--; ' and in a 
refutation of it, not by Mr. Pit{ himlclf, 1 belicve, 
but by {UIllC friend of his, :'Uld under his fanelion. 
The former is "cry (cliUi!ous and fcandalous, and 
betrays printe cOIl\"Crfation~ "rMY1"ord fay', ~ 
in his laft conference, he thought he had as good • 
r ight to nomin:ue the new Miniftry 3 S Mr. Pin, and 
confequently named Lord. G--, Lord ~. &r. 
for Cabinet Counci l employments ~lich Mr. Pitt 
not confenting to, Lord T-- broke up the coa
ference, and in his wrath went to Sto~e; where I 
prcfur:8C be may remain undifturbed a great while, . 
Un« ,Mr. Pitt will neither be willing, . nor able to . 

. W 



fend for him again. The pamphlet, on the part of 

Mr. Pin, gives an account of his whole politiclllli~ 
and, in that Terpett, is ted~otls 10 thofe ~'ho were 

3cquainted with it before; but , at the latter end, 
there· is;m 'lIrick Ibat l"xprdfcs fuch fUl1tcme carr 
tempt of Lord T--, ami in 10 pretty a m.mner, 

that I fUf]ll.:cl it. to ht' Mr. Pitt's own: 'yuu 1"ball 
judge yO\[rfclf, for I h('rc tr:lnfaibc the article.

" But this I will be buld to Ii):, that had 1Jc (Lord 
T-) :iot faCtcm'd It imfdf ill!o :Mr, Pitt's train, 

and :lcquircd Ihcrcby.juch 311 jntcTeft in th:!.t great 

man, hI.: mig ht iI;\\"c cfept out of life with 35 little 
notice as he crept in; nlHl gone off with no other 

degree of (rtd ir, than that of adding a fi.ogle unitto 

the bills of mortality." I WiOl I could fend you all 

the pamphlers :lnn half-lhcct~ that fwarm here upon 

t1li5 occaJion; but that is impofiihk; fur c"ery 

w~k would make a 11lip's cargo. It i5 certain tl :at 
:Mr. Pitt" ha~, hy hi ~ digll il)' of E:ul, loft the gn'ateft 

part of his popnl.lf ily , t'!Jll:cially in the City; auttl 

:I?clieve the 0J'po/ilion will be n.'ry Ihong, and per
)laps prnail, n.::or.,",-,"C1'\';"' in the H oufe of Com

mons; there IX'ing no\\' nobod y there, who c:m 
h3~'"e the authority, and afccndant o\"Cr them, that 

.pitt had. 
~~ People tell me here, as ymmg I-I;1rYc-y told }'Ou at ' 

1>refden • . th:trf"i.ook ".:'ry well; bm thefe are words 
..,r courfe, which ("\'ety one fays to every body. So 
farjs true, 'that I am better than at my age, .and 
;H:~ my broken cooftitution, 1 could ba\'e exPected "" ... -- ' . . 

·1Q'be, ' GOO bIer. you! 
LETTER 



TO HIS SOM'. 

LET T E R CCCCII. 

'nlackheath, Sept~mhtr the 12th, Ij66. 

My D EAR F Il JENll. 

I J lAVE this momt'nt n,'ceivl'd your Jetter of the 

2 il l! pm, 1 W1S in It()P~' ~ Ihal yO\1r ,'our(t> of wp.tC'u 
t l,i ; yea r at Baden would h,l l(' g iHn you a longer 

r~prie\' e from YUl,r p.linfu l wmpl3int. Jf I do not 
llI ifiak e. } ou carril.'d oyer widl ) 1111 fOllie of Dr. 
Monfq:s rowlit"rs : Ila\"e you l :t k ~ II any of th~m. 

and hal'e tll,'y dune you any good 1 I know rJit'r 
did me a greac de:! 1. I, who pretcnd to (otne lkill 
in phylic, ad\'il~ a cool n :gi mcn, Ol/ld (;(lulJlJg me

ui ri n<'s, 

I do not wonrlcr. Clt l ! yuu clp wnncler at Lord 
C·--'s conduc!, If he was nor (}u l\\'irh.-d intO' 

Ili5 Peerage by Lord H , his accept ing it is 

utterly inexplicahlc. T he infiruUlCIIls he hlS chofen 
for the g reat Offic~s , I~· ... !:~."· . "",,,, ;UJ nevc::r fit the' 
fame elf,' , It W.1S cruci to r"t fuch a boy as Lord. 
G-, Q,,~r the h~ad of olJ Ligon ier ; and if I had 
been Ihe former. I woulJ ba,,"e rcfuft.d that com

miffion, duri ng the lif!! of that honeft and bra~e old 
G~nera.1. All this to quiet the I>ut..of R ", ; 

to a rcfignalion. nnd to make Lord ll- Liel.nena.d; 
oqreland. whel't', I will venture to prbp-hefy, -that 
he wiI! not do. Ligonier was much preficd to glve 
up his ugimem: of guards, " but would by $10 mean"" .... 
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do it; and declared, that the King might break ~itrJJ 
if lIe pleafed, but that he would certainly not brea\
himfelf. 

] have no politic:!.! events to inform you of. th~y 

will. not be ripe till the meeting of the I"arliament. 
Imml."diate1y upon the receipt of this letter, write me 
one, to lcquain. me how ),ou are. 

God blef; you: and panicubrly, may he fend you 
health, for that is the greaten bleffing ! 

LET T E R CCCCIII. 

BJackhcath, September the 30th, 1766. 

My DEAR FtUEND, 

:.I RECEIVED yef'tenby. with grc:lt pleafure, your 
.ltttter of the 18th, by which I confider this laO: 

'~y bout ~ o~er; a~Q pr~yent its retUl'n, I 
lreatly approl'c of yom plan for tbe South of France, 
·where I recommend for yOllr principal rdidence, 
;Ptzenas, Touloufc, or Dourdcaux; but do ' not be 
,.rerfuhdcd to go to Aix. en Provence, which by ex
,~en~ I k.~o be at once the hotteft an(t the 
:~e4 place in' the world, from the ardour of the 
~en''Jil Sun, . and the 1harpnefs of the ~t\!piue 
. .,iads. 1&1[0 earneftly recommend to you, (or )'Our 

:~n.t upoo' }"our b.t?~, to take, twice . ,,, de"~ ' 
.~. (wMi is ·better) nure's milk. and t~ fbi" 

ther. 



oft "~11 ,BOlt. 

there fix months at l~ Mingle turnips, " as much 
_ you can, with your diet. 

I have written, as you defired, to Mr, Secretary 
Conway; but I will anCwer for it, that there will be 
JlO diffic!,llty to obtain the leave you afl:. 

'There is no new event in the political world, fince 
my laO:; fa God bIds you! 

LET T E R eCCCIV. 

London , OCt:ober the 19th, 1766. 

;\'!Y DEAR FIU !::XD , 

T 11 E 13ft mail brought me your letter of th~ 
17th . I am glad to hear th:tt your breaft is fo 
much better. You will find both .11Tes and "mareS 
milk enough jn the South of Fr:mce. where it was 
much drank ... ben I was there. Guy Patin rccomR 

mends to a patient to Q:..\'e no DoCtor but a Hone; 
~""""'- . 

and no Apothecary but an Afs. As for your ~as 
and weaknefs in your limbs, je 'Dour tn r1frt ".t.III"; 
I have never been free from them flnce my }afl: 
rhcumatiCm. 1 ure my Jegs as much as I can, and 
you '{bould do fa too, for diCuCe ,., them wode~ 
I cannot now ufe them long at a time, becau(c .of 
~ we-ikner, of old-age! b~t J conm.e to get, "b" 
di~t"inatcbel; at led twO hours walking eftry: 
day, atIacr .. "'1 gacdeD' or wi~ doors, -"~t6i 

w!izitl;, 
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weatht: r permits. I ret out to..morrow for Bath, io 
hopes of half rt:p:t.irs, far M edea's kt:ttle could,n", 
give me whole oncs; the timbers of my wretched 
Teff~1 are too much decayed to be fitted out again 
for \lfe. I !hall fet: p OOf Harte there, wl/o, I a~ 
told, is in a mifcr:t.blc way. between fome real amI 
forne im:lgin:lfy dillempcrs. 

1 fend you no poli tical news , for one rearon , 
among others, v,lll ic h is, that I know none. Great 
expccb rions are r:li(('d of this fdIion, whi c"h meets 
tbe I nil of next mOllt h: but of what kind nobody 
knows, and con fcqul'ntly every body conjeCtures 

varioufl y. Lord ClI:llham COlne~ to town to-mor
row·from Bath , where he has been to refit himfelf 
for the wintt'r campaign: he has lii t he.rto but an 
indiffcr~nr fct of A.dtJ d~ Cwnp; and where he will 

find better, I do not kno~v . 'Charles Town1hcnd and 
he are already upon ~ll terms. E!!f..'1 je 1I'y VJis 
iMtt; an d fo God bIers you! 

LET T E R CCCCI' , 

!hth, November the 15th, 1766. 

My DEAR PfiENl>. , 

I HAV E this moment received your letkr of the 
sta"iD{l;aflt from Bafle. I am "cry,glad to find'diat 

f!NI"tbreaftio rclicvcd, .· .hough, . paba"" .•• the eX-
",nee 



." .. , 
pence of your 'legs : for, if the humouf be either 
g<)llt}' or I'heum:ltic, it hld better be in your l('g& 
'th:m any where elfc. 1 have ron fu lrcd MOlry, the 
great phyfician of this place , upon it; who fays" 
that at thi). u ifiance he dMc5 nOI p rcfcribc ;Ill)" tiling. 
:lS there may be (ueh tlitl':cf("i1t G m f\:5 fur your com

pbint. which muft be well wci~~;hcd hy ;1. phyfician 

lIpon the (pot; that i~, in flHl'"! , tbdt he know',; no· 
t! Li ng of the matter. I will therefore tell you my 
own cafe, in 1732, \Vhi';l may he {im1l.~dling par;!! · 

leI to yom". I h:H \ that year hl.! l' n dangcwuily ill 
of :l. (cn'r In 1-1olhnd ; and, when r w;ts n:ron: rc(l 

n( it, t he febrific humour fdl into my kg~. ar.d 
helled 1\1(01 to that tkgr('(", :l!ld (h idly in ,he C\'cn~ 

lng. that it \\. ;t~ as p:linflll (0 1: :<": , :t~ i t \\";,S ~ ho(k.j ng 

fU ()!hcr~. 1 c:o.me to Englal:d with Ihell) in 1.1111 
( omli!ion; and t:nnful!c:d :\'·ll.'ad, Brox],olm..:, and 

I\rbuthnof, who none of t hem uiJ mc the leaf\: 
good; but, on the contrary, inoo.!:lfcd the [weiling , 

by .1pplying: puiti ces ,?-nd emollien ts. In thi~ condi. 
tiull I remained ncar ' fix months , till, finding th," 

t he doClors could do me no g~H~,,~l2h-ed to 

confult Palmer, the moO: cmin<.:nt fur~eon of St. 
Thoma~'s Hofpital. H e imlllcdlt.tdy l~ld me, that 

the phyficians had purfued a very wrong mt:thod, aJ 

rhe fwelling of my legs proceeded only frtlm a re ... ~ 
Ia.xation and weaknefs of .the cutatlciiiioW'e1fcJ~; and. 
he' muft apply ftrengthcncr~ inltl::u1 of emollientJ'i 
Accordingly, he ordered me to put my _leg; up -to 
t he knees e\'cry moming, in brine from the faltcrJ, 
~ hot as I could bear it; the brine muft have bid ' 

, < ..... 
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meat laIfed' in it. I did fo i anei ' after haVIng thus 
pickled my legs for about three weeks, the com~ 
plaint abfolutely cca.fed, and·1 have never bad ffiC'" 
lelft fwelling in them fim:e. After what I have 
faid, I muO: caurion you not to u[e the [arne reme~ . . 
dy ra1hly. and without the moil ikilfui advice you 
can find, where you are; for, if your fwelling pro
ceeds from a ~outy. or rheumatic humour, there 
may be great danger in applying fa powerful an 
aftringenr, and perhaps rtp~itt1lt, as brine. So go 
tiano. and liot without the beft advice, upon a view 
of the parts. 

I than diteCl: all my letters to you Chez MOl!fieur 
SaN'azin. who by his trade is, I [uppoCe, ftdm
tai"e at BaOe, which it is not fUTe that you will be 
It anyone place, in the South of France. Do you 
I:OOW that he is a defcendant of the French poet 

Sarrazin? 
Poor Harte, whom I frequently go to fte here, 

~t of compafIion, is in the moll miferable way; 
'he has had a ftroke of the palry, which has depri\'ed 

IUm of .. tb~~1!!s. ~ his tight leg, atfetl~ his fpeech 
• good. deaJ, and perhaps his h.ead a ~itt1c. Such 
'are the intermediate tributes that we are forced to , 
.pay • . 'in {orne !bare or other, to our wretched 01.

~e, tin ,we pay the laft great one of all. :May y~ 
'jray this T~~e, and as f~w iotcrmediate_ tributes 
a,:poOiQ\e, and fo jll~tD. It bal, 1JMUT'. God ble& 
, I 
J!II< 



LET T E It CdecVI. 

Bath, December the 9th, '756. 

My DB.lB. FlU£ND, 

I RECEIVEn. two days ago, your letter of the 
,,6th paft. I am very glad that you begin to feel 
the good eireas of the climate where you are; I 
know it faved my life, in J741, when both the (ldJ~ 
Cul and the unfkilful ga\'e me over. In th:lt ramble 
I frayed three or four days at Nimes, where there 
are more remains of antiquity, I believe, thaR in 
any town in Europe, [taly excepted. What i. falfely 
called la maifon 'If/arrEt, is, in my mind. the fineR: 
piece of archite8ure that I ever faw; and the am~ 
phitheatre the clumfieft and the uglieft: if it were 
in England, every body would fwear it 'had beCA 
built by Sir John Vanbrugh. 

This place is now jult what you have feen it for .. 
merly; here is a great crowd of trifliog:'Pd Im~nOWD 
people, whom 1 fddom frequent, in the public 
rooms; fa that 1 p:1fs my time If}, unilllnli, in takinj 
the air in my poft.chaife every morning, and ~ .. 
ing jp the evenings. And Ii pt'D/JOJ of the lattU·,. ·r 
IbIlI point out a book, which I belioooo., ,.;u gi .. 
y<>u fome pleafure; at l .. ft it 81" me a great deal: 
I .... , read it before. It is ~'" r .... /. PIi.ll 
" J. ;~, "pitt r A/IbI .. BDI, in two ~", ... 
a-, uid is, lClIfIIOle, .. be W"* ...., 'i;,~ 

Vo..: IV. T aiiIiiI 
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town in France. The criticifms and the reflection! 
are jult and li,rely. 

It may be you -oxpeer fame political news from 
me ; but I can tell you that you will have none: for 
no ~rr,al can comprehend the prefent ft:t.!e of affairs. 
E iifiit or' nine people, offome confequence, Jla\"e re-
1igned their cmpl()y~cnt~; upon which Lord C
made otcfture's to Ihe Duk.e of 13-- and his peo
pie; b\it they could by no means agree, and his 
Grace went, the !l(' xt dar. full of wrath, to WOo
hUlue: fa that nl';otiation i ~ entirely at an end. 
People wait to fcc who Lord C- will take in, 
for iomc he mnft han:; even he cannot be alone, 
fMlra Mundum. SUdl a fiate of affairs, to be fure, 
was nefer fcen heforc , in this or in any other country. 
\-Vhen thi s Min iftry !hall be iettl ce! , it will be the 
fixth Mln ifley in fix years time. 

Poor Harte is here, and in a mO,ft mifcrable con· 
dition ; thoCe who wi!h hinl the beft). as I do, mnft 
wifh him de.:Ld. God blcCs you! 

LET T E It CCCCVII. 

<-_,', London. February the J 3th, 1767-

. "My DEAlt FRlHXD, . 

1. T i. (0 iong fince I have had a. letter frori\ you, . 
!hit f-..m al3;m«l ~ut ypur health; .,,,1 fear, <\la~ 
. . the 
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the Southern pans of France have not done fa well 
by)'ou, as they did by me in the year 1741, when 
they [natched me from the jaws of death. Let me 

know, upon the receipt of this letter, how you are, 
and where rou are. 

I have no news to fend ),ou (rom hence : for 
every thing feems fufpended, both in-chc Court anu 
in the Parliament, till Lord Chatham'~ return-from 
the Bath. where he has been laid up this month. by 
a fevere fit of the gour; am!, a[ pref..:nr, he has the 
fole apparent power. In wh:1.t linle bufinefs has hi
therro been donc in the Hou G:: of Commons, Chlrlc9 

Townfhcnd has gi\'cn bimfclr more Minill:crial airs 
than Lord Chatham will, I hcJ ;e \'c, appw\'c of. 
However, fincc Lorn Chatham ha! thongl!t fit to 
withdraw himfclf from that lIou fe, hl: ("annot well 
do without eharb's abilities to manage it ~ his De
puty. 

1 do not fend YOll an account of weddin~ birthlt 

:lnd buriah, as I t:ike it for granted that you know 
them all from the E nglilh printed papers; fomc:~ of 
which, I prefume. are fc·m after you'~""'our old ' 
acquaintance, Lord Effex, is to be marri~d thi~ . 

week to Harri..:t maden, who lIa, £.20,000 down, 
befides the rcafonable expeClation of as much at t'htl 
dt'ath of her father. My kinfman, Lord Stratb't -. more, is to be married, in a fortnight, to Mif, Bowel, 
the gTeatcft heirefs perhaps in Europe. In thon, 
the ~tri.'!I0n~1 phren;y feems to _ rage£fcnr, 
and is epidemic~. -.:fbl; ~n marry for ' _ _ , _anci 
I bclic:ye 1QU g'ueU .\Ilhat the women mitry tW. Go4 
bldi you, and fend you bealth 1 

T~ LETTER 



LET T E R CCCCVI/I. 

IJondon, March the 3d, 1767' 

My DEAR. FRIF.!'D, 

Y F.5TERDAY I recei,-cci two letters at once: from 

.you, both dated Mcntpdlier; one of the 29th of 
haft December, and the other, th e 12.th of February : 

but I cannot ('oncci\'(: what became of my letters to 
you; for, I aflure you that 1 r\nfwered all yours the 

next pol! after I received them; and, about ten 

days ago, . J wrote you 3. l'olunfcer, becau[c you 
had been fa long filent; and ] was afraid that you 
were not wc:lJ: but your letter of t he 12th February 
bas remov(d all my fears upon th:l.t [core. T he fame 

climate that has refiored your hC3lth fa far , will pro
bably, in a little morc time , rdlore yoUt ftrength 
too.; though you mutt not- expect it 10 be quite what 
it was before your late painful compl:i.ints. At leaR:: 
J tindlhar. finee my late great rheumltifin. I can~ 
not walk. abO\'e half 3.J;! hour at a time, which I do 
not place fingly to the accollnt of my years, but 
chiefly to the great' {bock gi\"en then to my limbs. 
D'.illnlrJ ] .1,lT\ pretty well for my age and iha.ttered 
conftitution. 

'As] tnld you in my Jaft .. ] muil: tell you again in 
this, that] haTe no news to fend. Lord .~hatham , 

.lrlaft. came to town yefterday, full of gout, and is 
.rot.able to nir hand or foot. During his abfence, 

CbarItr 



TO HIS SON. 

Charles Town1hend has talked of him and at him, 
in (uch a m:tnner, that henceforwards they muil be 
eiTher much worre or much better together than ever 
Ihey were in thei r lives. On Frid.IY bit, Mr. 
))owdefwelf amI Mr. Grenville moved to have one 
fililling in the pound of the land-tax taken off. 
which was oppofed by the Coun; aut the Court 
loft it by eighteen. The {)ppolition triumph much 
upon this; " idor}'; though, I think, without rea
fan; for it is plain that all the landed gentlemen 
bribed themfeh'cs with this {hilling in the pound. 

The Duke of Buccletlgh i~ \'cry foon to be 
married to Lady Betty Montague. wrd Eff'ex 
was married, yeftcrdar, to I-hrriet Ehden; and 
Lord Strathmore, bft week, to Mifs Bowes; both 
couples went direClly from the church to confum ... 
m:uion in the country. from an unncccffary (ear that 
they fhould not be tired of each other. jf ther fiaycd 
in town. And now d!.\";; Cud blefs you! 

You are in the right to go to fee the AffcmbIl of 
the States {If Languedoc, though they a~e but the 
filadow of the o:"iginal £/;/J, while theseWlf fome 
liberty fubfifting in Fr~ncc:. 

J.ETTER 
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LETTER CCCCIX. 

London, March the 3d, 1767' 

My DEAR ~'RIKNDJ 

YESTERDAY I receiyed your letter from 
Nimt'.~, by which I find that fe,,·eral of our letters 
have reciprocally mifcarried. This may probably 
ha\re the fame fate; however. if it n~aches Monfieur 
Sarraz.in, I pre(ume he will know where to take his 
aim :\t you: for I find you are in motion , and 
with a l)obrity to Drefden. J am very gbd to find 
by it, that your Meridiunal journey has pene8 1y 
tecovercd you, as to yom general fiate of health: 
for. as to your legs and thighs, you mul1: ne,'er ex
pdt. that they will be reaored t~ their original 
ftrengrh and aCtivity. after fa many rheumatic at
ucts as you have had. I know that my limbs, be-
1ides .~.· _lira} debility of old-age, han: never re
covered. the revere attack of rhewm.tifm that plagued 
me five or fix years ago. I cannot now walk above 
half an hour at a time, and even that in a hobbling 
kind of way. 

I can give-;o.u no account of our political world, 
.hich is in a fituation I hat I never faw in my whole 
life.. Lo'rd Chatham has been fo ill, thefe hut two 
months, that he has not been able (forne f~y not 
wiUiag) to -90 or hear of any bufUle{s. and for ,his 
J.;S JIi,ujr,~, ' they either ,cannot, If ~ not, do. 

"y, 



TO Rl. ".0.:· 

any, without his direCliom; fo that ~very thing is 
now at a ftand. This fitU.ltion, I think ; cannot 1',ft' 
much longer; and if Lord Chatham fhould either 

quit his poft, or the wodd, neither of which is very 
improbable, I conJel.i-ure, that Wh:lt is called the 

Rockingham Conn::xion ftands the fairdl: for the Mi
nietry. But chis is merely my conjc('lure; for] h:l\-e 
neither da/a nor pajlutala enollgh to rcaJon upon. 

' Vhen y~u get to DrdJcn, which I jwpe ),011 wiil 
not do ti ll next man!/! , our c.orrclpt)miencc will be 
more regular. God blcfs you! 

LETTE K ('ccex. 

Lundon, Mar the 5th, 176;: 

M't D EAR }'KJEXO, 

By your letter of the 25th paft from Bane, ] pre
fume this will find ),ou ;c Drcfden , alfwlt\."ft)rdingly 
I di reCt to you there. When you write me wo~d 
that you are at Drerden, ] will return you an· an
ewer, with fomething better than the anfwer itfelf. 

']f rou complain of the weatl:er North of BefanG-OD, 
what would you fay to the weather ~a.t we have had 
here for thefe taft two month~, uninterruptedly .1 
Snow .C?ftcn, North-eaft wind conftantly, a":d a· 
t~me cold. I wrife this by the fwe of a good ti!i~ 
and at thiJ moment it foow. very hazd. All my 

T 4 po-
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promifed [rwt at ·Blackheath is quite dcftroyed; and, 
what is worfe, many of my trees. 

I cannot help thinking lhat the King of Poland, 
the Emprefs of Ruffin, and the King of Prufiia, 
s'tlllt lld.1iI (omm · LlJrrons til f~i~e . though 'the former 
muft not apprar in it, upon account of the ftupidity, 

ignorance, and .. bigotry of his Poles. J ha\·e a gr-cat 
opinion of the cogt:ncy of the contTovemal afgu~ 
mcnts of the Rufiian HOOpS, in favour of the Difii~ 
d('nt~: I am Cure, J with them fuccefs; for I would 
bue all intoleration intolcrated in its turn. We 1ha11 
foon fee more dearly into thi5 maHer: for I do not 
think that the Autoc:atrice of all the Rufiias will be 
trifled with by the Sarmatians. 

What do you think of the late extraordinary event 
in Spain? Could }' OU ever hare imagined thauhofe 
ignorant Goths would have uared to banifu tbe Je~ 
fuitS? there muO: have been (orne very grave and 
important reafons for fo extraordinary a meafure: 
but what they were I do not pretend to guefs; and 
perhaps I fhall never know, though aU the coffee-
boures loo" .... 

Things arc here in exa!91y the fame fitu3.tion, in 
which they were when 1 wrote to you laft. Lord 
~ham is frill ~I, &nd only goes &broad for an hour 
b a cb.y, to take the atr. in his coach. The King 
-has. tl? my c({tain knowledge, fent him repeated 
JlIdfagca, de1iring him not to be concerned at his 
cODuncmetlt, for that he is refolved to fupport ... him 
".,. .. ,.."., INa. God bler. you I 

LE'ITElI. 
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L ET T E R CCCCXJ. 

London, June the 1ft, 1761_ 

My DE AR FRIEND, 

I RECEIVED ydl-erday your letter of the 20th 
paft. from Drefden, where I am glad to find that 
you are arrived faft" and found. This has been 
cvery-wllere an annUl mirab:/jJ for bad weather; i.nd 
it continues here frilJ. Every body IllS fires. and 
their winter dothes, as at Chriftmas. The town is 
extremely fickly; and Cudden deaths have been vcr, 

freq uent. 
I do not know what to fay to you upon public: 

matters; th ings remain in i,i/U quo, and nothing is 

done. Great changes are talked of, and I believe 
will happen \'ery foon, perhaps next wec:k: but who 
is to be changed , for whom, l do not know, though 
every body elfe does. I am apt to think that it win 
be a Mofaic MiDiitrr, ~e up de pjuernppcrliu 
from dlff'erent connexions. 

Laft Friday I {cor your fuhfidy" to Mr. Larpem. 
wbo, I fuppofc. has gi\'en you notice of it. I be. 

'licvc it will come very 1ea l'onably, as aU places. 
both foreign and domeftic, arc ro far in arrearL 
They talle of paying you all up to Chriftaw. 'Ibt 
:King's i:ncrior {enantl are 11lmofr ftarving. 

I fuppofe you have already heard at DroCJeft, tbIt 
c-I1lrilhI is cithcr.a.wly man~. or very r .... .. 
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to be fo, to Lady Egremont. She has, together with 
her falary a~ Lady of the Bedchamber, [.'J.,500 a 
ycar; bcfides tcn thouf:l1ld pounds in money left her, 
at ht:r own clifpofal, by Lord Egremont. All tills 
will found great ell trUJ d'AlJaJlngnt, I am glad of 
it; fur he is a ycry pretty man, God blt-fo) you ! 

] e;l.fil)' cOllc<;ivc why Orh)tf influences the Fm_ 
prefs of all the Ruffias ; but I cannot fce why the 
King of Pruffia ilioulJ be influencc:d by that motive. 

LET T E R CCCCXII. 

Blaekhcath, J uly the :!.d, J767' 

My DEAR FR! ~:N D, 

1~ HOUGH I h,"'e had no letter fWIll ,'ou finee 
my taft, and though I have no political news to in
form you of, I write this to acquaint you wit h a 
pi~ orttre'!:flwlch news, which I belicye you will 
be very ,glad uf; I am fure I am. Know then, that 
your friend Mifs 'it' • was happily married. three 
a..ys ago, to Mr. 4Ii ~ ~ , an Irifh. gentleman. and 
• Member of that Parliament, with an cfiate of abo\'e' 
'two thoufand pOunds a resr. He fetrles upon, her 
(.600 • jointure, and, in Clf~ they have no chil
dicn .. £.1,500 •. He happened to be by chance in 
~ ~mp..ny one day here, And "''as at o;ce filot 
;~·PJ her <Iwms; but, .aa dead men Wmctimci 

A walk, 
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willk, he walk~d to her the next morning, and tea.. 
dered her his perfon and his fortune; both which. 
taking the one with the other, lhe "ery prudently 
accepted, for his perfon is fixt}' ye.us old, 

Minifterial attain arc frill in ,he fame ridiculOUl 
and doubtful firualion as when I wrote to you laft.. 
Lord Chatham will neither he:'!f of -nor do any hufi

nefs, but lives at B ampftcad, and rides :.bout the 
he.lth : Jl is gaUl is faid 10 be fallen upon his nerves,. 

Your provincial SCCrCI:l.fY. Conw~', qu iB this week, 

and returns to' t he army. for which he hngui lhecl. 
T wo Lords arc t:l.lked of to fuc<.:eed him; Lord Eg

mont, and Lord Hillfborough: I r:L1her hope the 
latter. Lord Northing ton cerrainl), quits this week; 

hut nobody gucffcs wh o is to fucceed Jlim, as Prefi
denT, A thonf.:lnt l othC'r changes arc talked of, which 

I ne ither bclien : nor HjcCt, 
Poor H an e is in .:1 moil mifcrnble condition: he 

has loft one fide of himCelf, :lnr! in a great mcafure 
hi s fpeech; notwirhfianding which, he if> going to 

publifh his djvint POtfllJ, as he c:l lIs rlJem, I.a~ 
forry for it, as he had not time to correcC'them be
fore this ftroke, nor abilities to do it iin,e,. 'God 
bIds ypu! 

LETTER 
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LET T E R CCCCXIlI. 

Blackheath, July the 9tl1, 1767. 

My DRAR. Flt.lEND, 

I HAVE received your~ of the 101ft pail, with the 
enclofed propofal from the French refugiis, for a 
fubfcr iption towards building them un 'I'emplt. I 
have ihewn it to ftlc very few people I fee, but with
out the lean fuccefs, They told me (and with too 
much truth) that whilft fueh nwnbers of poor were 
literally ftarving here, from the dearnefs of all pro
vifions, they could not think of fendIng their money 
into another country, for a building which they 
reckoned ufclefs. In truth, I never knew fueh mi
eery a'!> is here now; and it aff'eCl:s both the hearts 
and the purfes of thofe who have either: for my own 
part, I never &3.\"e to 3. building in my life; which 
-I : reckon is only gi\'ing to maCons and carpenters, 
and the tt&a[urer of the undertaking. 

Contrary to the expefutions of all mankind here, 
every thing frill continues ill flatu fUo. &ncnl 
Conwily has betn defired by the King to keep the 
feals till he h3.5 found a fucceffor for him, and the 
Lord Prefident tlie fame. Lord Chatha.m is relapred, 
and worfe than ever: he fees no body, and no body 
f~ him: it is faid, that a bungling Phyfician.has 
cheCk~d his gout, and thrown it upon his ~rves; 
Which is the worft · diftemper that a. Minifter or a 

Lover 
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Lover can have, as it debilitates the mind or the 

former, and the body of the latter. Here is at pre
{cnt an interregnum . . We muft foon fce whilt order 
will he produced from thi, chaos. 

The EleCtorate, I believe, will find the W:Lnt of 
Comte Flemming; for he certainly had abilities; 

and W.1S as fturdy and inexorable :lS a Minifter at the 

head of finances ought always to be. When you 

fee Comteffe Flemming, whi ch I fuppofe -cannot he 
of fame time, pray make her LadyChefterfield'!and 
my compliments of condolence. 

You fay that Drefclen is ycry fickly; I a.m Cure 
London is at JeaO: as fickly now, for tllt'fe reigns an 
epidemical diftemper, called by the genteel name of 
nfljlllcnZtI. It is a little fever, of which fca.reely any 

body dies; and it generally goes off' with a little . 
!oofenefs. I have dcaped it, I belic\·e, . by being 
Ilcre. God keep you from aU diih:mpers, and blef. 

you! 

= 

LET T E R CCCCXIV. 

London, October the 30th, 1767' 

My DEJ.1I. FRIEND, 

I HAVE now 1.1i Blockbeatb. till the =t Cum, 
me~~ t'f I live till then; and am j~ft a.ble to write __ 

~hic~ is ~ 1 can &.Y t for I am extremely weak, and 
ha .. 
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have in .1 great meafure loft the ufe of my leC'i I 
hope they will recover both flefb and ftrength. for 
at prefene they have neither. I go to the Bath next 

week. in hopes of half repairs at maR: i for thofe 
waters, [am fure, will not prove Medea's kettle, 
nor UJ ttl"" dt Jouvmu to me; howcver, [ihall do 
as good Courtiers do, and get what [ can .• if[ can~ 
not get what I will. I fend you no politics, for here 
are neither politics nor Minifters; Lord Chatham is 
quiet at Pro(eot, in Somerfcdhilc; and his former 
fubalterns do nothing, fo that nothing is done. 
Whate\·er places or prefermenu are difpofed of, 
come e\'idently from Lord , who affdh to 
be invifible; and who , l~ke a woodcock, thinks thai, 
if his head is but hid, he is not feen at all. 

General Pulteney is 3t laft de3d, laft week, ,~orth 
above thirteen hundred thou(3nd pounds. He has 
left all iUs landed efiate, which is eight-and-twenty
thoufand pounds a year, including the Bradford 
eftate, which his brother had from that an· 
tient family, to a coulin-german. He has left two 
bundred thoufand pounds, :n the fu~ds, to Lord 
DarliJlgton, who was hi s next neareft relation; and 
'at leaft twenty thouf:\nd pounds in various legacies. 
If riches alone could m'lke people h3pPY, the lall 
two proprietors of this immenfe .wealth ought to have 
~ fo, but ther never were. 

God blefs you. and fend you 'good hclth, which 
. 'better than. all the riches in me worJd J 

LETTBR 
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London, Noyembcr die 3d, J 767. 

My DEAR. FRIEND, 

YOUR laft letter brought me bt t a fcupoy ac~ 
count of your health. For the head ~achs you com .. 
plain of, I will , -eDtute to prcfcribe :l r(,medy. t\·hich, 
by ex perience , I found a {pecifie. when 1 wa~ ex
tremC'ly plagued with them. It is, either to cllCW 

ten grai ns of rhubarb evcry night going 10 bed; or t 
what J think rather better. to mke., immediately be .. 
fore dinner, a couple of rhubarb pills, of fj,"C t;rains 
(:leh ; by which mcans ir mixes with the aliments, 

:md ~'i ll , by degrees, keep your botly genrly open. 
I do it to this dar, and find great good by it. As you 
[cern to d read the approod of a German winter. 1 
would adl'ifc you ro wrile to General .Conway, for 
Je;wc of abfeacc for the three ri gorous winter month" 
which I dare"fay will not be r~fufctl . If you chure .• 
worfe climate, you may come to London; but, if 
you chure a. bettcr a.nd a warmcr, you may go to 
Nice ~n Pro\'ence, where Sir WiUiam Stanhope it 

. gone to paCs his winter, w ho, I am fure, will be ex ... 
tremely glad of your company tll¥C. 

I go to the Bath next Saturday i UliIut", fUf,..j1rl. 
God. bier, you! 

LETTEt 
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Bath, December the 19th, 1767-

MY' D~A" FRIEND, 

YESTERDAY I received your letter of tho 29th 
pail J 'and am ,'ery glad to find that you are well 
enough to tiL ink, that you may ptrhaps ftand the 
winter at Drefc.Jen; bUT, if you do, pray take Cate to 
keep both your body and your limbs exceedingly 
.ann. 

As to my own health, it is, in general, III good 
u I could expc:Cl it at my age; I have a good fro
mach, a gooc.l digefiion. and fieep well; but find 
that I thall never recover the free ufe of my legs, 
.... hich are now full as weak as when I firft came 
hither. 

You aik me queftions, concerning Lord C
which neither It nor, I believe, any body but him. 
felf can &nfwer; howexcr, 1 will tell you all that I 
do know, "nd all that 19uefs concerning him., This 
time tweJvemonth he "as here, and in good health 
_d fpirits, except 'now and then fome little twinges 
"o(tbt: gout. We Caw one another fout or five times, 
at our refpeCli'"e houfes; but for there !aft eight 
, .. b~ . he hu ,be~D abCoiote1y invifibk to his moJk 
intjmau: {ri(Dds, WIIIRII }.{;niftreJ: he w~d 'recei't'e 
110 Ict1o:n, DO< fo much as open .. y pocket about bJI
#Dofa. 

Ilio. 
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His Phy'fiCia!1, Dr. -. :ts Jam to}.J, had "Ny 
ignor:mt1~r dle'cked a coming fit of thc gout, and 
[cattcrct! it lb(Jur his hudr ; and it fdl p:lrticubrly 
upon his n.ern;s, (li dl:tt lie COlll illl l(:~ o :cecuingly 
n,pourith; and would neida'r {(.(' nllr.lj)t':tk til :tny 

hed;:. while he- Wl~ !tnC', I rent llim 01,1' cOlllpli
n;rn(; , and afked l(';l rc (Cl I":i l uJlPI1 l , i~ l1 : bur he 

r (' Olt me word, th ar he wa~ (00 ilJ to (t'C any body 
wliltf0C \'cr, I met llilll frequently ukiJJg tbe .lir iu 

his pnft~ch.lire. arlit he lookC'r1 " cry well. I l"..: fet 
out from hence, for London, laJt T II{"fd:IY: hut 
wh:!t to do, Wlld'hcr to rcfullle, or ti n;;!!,.. !o n:fign 

1 he Adminitlration. God kn(JII·" : conjl'fJlIrc~ arc \'3.

riolls, Tn one of our convcr/alio lls hef(', this li.me 
twdn:monm, I dcfircd Jlim to /Ccmc r O ll 3. fc:lt ill 

the nc','" P;uliatllcm; he atrufcd me he would; and, 

Jam com·tnced, n"ry tincerclr: he hiJ crw that 
he would make it hi" O W Cl aOil ir; and ddircd 1 
would gi\'e lllytdf no lIlorc trouble about it. 'Since 

that, I have heard no morc o( it; wh id! made Ole 

look out for fome ,'ena! pJOrough; :tn ,r I fpoke to a. 
horough jobber, and offcrc~ ti\'c~and-twCllt)' hun
dred pt"j~lOds for :t (ecure fcat in ParliaOl(';}t; but 

he laughed at my offer, and fJid. TIJat ,there "':tS 

00 (ueh thi ng as :1 borough to be h:ul now; (or the 

rich Raft and \Veft Jnd:ans bd tcclJfeu them all, at 
the rate of tilree t.I1oll(an~ poumh :It lea11:: but ma~y 

at four chou(and; and hM or Ihree, tLat he kne~J 
at bl'..e dtolJfand, , Tbis, I con'fer., has vexed me a 

J?Od deal; and ma.de me the more ~ im~tient ':~o 
~ .wTlethcr Lord C- had donI! ani tbj~g. ~ 

VOL. IV U Iti 
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it; which I lhall- know when I go to town, IS I 
propofe to 40 in about a fortnight; and as foon :lS 

I know it, you lhall. To tell you truly what 1 
think-I doubt, from aU thefe n.1"VtnI! tii(ordtrs, that 
Lord C-- is bon d~ combot, as a Minifi:~r; but do 
not even hint this to aDY body. God bids you! 

LET T E R CCCCXVII. 

Bath, D~cember the 27th, 1767. 

My DEAR. FRU:ND , 

En mva prtlgtnits.' 

THE outlines of a new Minifiry are now dec1ared ; 
but they are not yt't quite filled up: it was formed 
by the Duke of Bedford. Lord Gower is made Pre. 
1it.\(;nt of the Coum:il , Lord Sandwich Poft-mafter, 
Lord Hililhorough Secretary of State, for America 
onl". Mr. Rigby Vice-rreafurer of Ireland. Gene
ral. Conway i!\ to keep the feals a. fortnight longer. 
and then to furrender them to Lord 'Weymouth. It 
i~ very uncertain whether the Duke of Graftan is to 
('onri~ue at the' head of the Trcafury or not; but, 
;0 my private opinion, George Grenville will very 
foon be there. Lord C~tham {eems to be out of 
t1le; queftion. and is at bis re-purcbaCed 'howe at 

~yes, wheft: ~e will not fee a mortal. It \l yet UII-' -

certaiD 
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certain whether. Lord Shelburne is to keep his plaCe; 
if not, Lord Sandwich, they fay, is to fucceed him. 
All the Rockinghllln people are abfolutdy excluded. 
J\1:my more changes mllil: neccl13.rily l~: but no 

more are yei: declared. It feems to be a refolution 
taken by fomebody, that Minifnies are to be an
nual. 

Sir George Macartney is next week to be married 
to Lad}' Jane Stuart, Lord Bute's feconu daughter. 

1 never knew it fa cold in my life as it is now, and 
with a very deep fnow; by which, if it continues, 1 
may be [now-bound here for God knows how long, 
though I propofed leaving this place the latter end of 
the week. 

Poor Harte is very ill here; he mentions you 
often, and with great affeCtion. Got.!. bltfs you! 

'Vilen I know more, ),ou !ball • 

• 

LET T E R CCCCXVIII. 

London, January the 2.9tli, 1768. 

My D&AB. FRIEND, 

Two daya ago I received your letter of the .sm. 
I .ifh you had goae a month or fix weeka loaner to 

Baf1e,.~t y.ou. might have efcaped the 'exceffive 
cQld, .of tbe maR: fe.ere winter that 1 be!ieve was 
__ ~ It ci>Dgal<;d both my l><>dy .Dd my 

U a m'nd, 
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mind, and fcarcely left me the power of thiakinz-., 
A great many here, both in town and country, haTe 
perifiled by the froH, and been loft in the fnow. 

You have heard, no doubt. of the changes at 
court I by which you ha\'c got a net" Proyincw, 
Lord W cymouth; who has certainly good paru. 
and, as I am ;nformu\, fpcaksvcry well in the Houfe 
of Lorus I but I believe he hils no application. Lord 
Chatham is at his houfe at Hayes, but fees no mor~ 
tal. Some 'fay that he has a fit of the gout, which 
would probably do him good; but m:uly think that 
his worft complaint is in his head. which I am afraid 
is too true. Were he well. r 10m very futt he would 
rcali,....e thc promife he mauc me concerning you; 
but howev~r. in that uncC',rtainty. I am looking out 

for any chance borough; and, if I can find one, I 
prom i fl~ you I will bid like OJ. chapman for it, as I 
HlOllld be very fo rry that yOll were not in the next 
I'arli:lment . I do nor fee any probability of any 
\';1.c:mcy in a £ordgn commiffion in a better climate., 
Mr, Hamilton at Naple~J, Sir Horace Man at Flo
rC'nc<', and George Pin at Turin, do not fcern likely 
to mllke one, And as for changing rour foreign de~ 
partment for a domefiic one, it ".'QuId not be in my 
power to procure you one; and you would become 
d'lvc'I..'1t ",uflifr, and gain norhing in point of Cli
ruate:, by changing a bad one for another full as, 
'bad, jf pot worfe; .nd. wbrfe J believe ill net than 
oun.. Ihne ,.h".y. hid bener health ~ than 

'''It'horne; and, if tbe taltt'ted rtmAaht of my wrett:hed 
'life \rer.:-Worth "'Y .... , I -_ Iav. _ in tile 

3 50utIi 




