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South of France long agQ. l contiol.le ",ery lame 
and tvtjl.k, and" dcfpair of C_\'cr rcco,'cring lifIy 
fucngfh in my kgs. I carc ,:cry little ahout it, At 
my age, c,"ery man mUll:. ha\' .. hia {hare of i)by Jical 
ills of one kind or another; anu_ m:ne, thank G lId, 
are not very painful. God bIds you! 

_n ••. n ::Z 

LET T E R CCCCXIX. 

London, l\'farch the 12th, J-76S, 

My DEAR FRIEYD, 

"THE day after I rcc~,j'" ed rour letter of the ZIt! 
paft, J wrote to Lord \V~ymouth, as YOll dcfired . 
and I fend you his an(wer endofcd: [rum which 
(though I have not heard. from him fince) I take it 
for gr:1nted, and fo may you, that his filence fig~ 
nifit5 his M:1jcfry's confent to your requcft. Y pur­
cDmplicated complaints gi·vc me great uneafinefs, ant! 
~h.e morc, as I am cDnvinced ~ha.t tht: MDntpellier 
phYllci:ms 11a\'e miftaken a material p:!.tt of yoUt 
caft; 3.3 indeed all the phyfl.Cians here did, ~)Cc~~ 
13r, Maty. In my opinion, you h;1,"C no So:ut, b~t 
~ 'Very fcorbutic and rheumatic habit,!>fbody', whi~h. 
fhQul~ be treated iJ'l a very different manDer £rom 
the gQut; aod, as I pretend tD be a very gOOd q~.t 
~ leaiJ., 1 would prerc.ribe to you a frrict milk .d~t, 
.with the iee<:i,> f1.Ocu. as ric~, f~o.t barley; lDilI~.t 

U J 11<; 



JIO t.o.ftn CRBSTE'&PJI:LD"'S LETTEU 

3t. for the- thre~ fummer months at leaft, and with~ 
out ever tafting wine. If climate figni:fi. es any thing 

(in which. by . the W3Y. I ha,'e very little faith). 
you are, in my mind. in thc fine!\: climate in the 
world; neither too hot nor too cold,' and always 
d "'ar: you are with the gayefl people living; be gay 
with them. an. do not wear out yOlJr c=yes with rc=ad­

.ing at home. L'lnllu; is the Englifh difrcmpc=r; and 
a ' -ery bad one it IS, a~ 1 find by eve ry day's expc=­
rienee; for my dcafncfs cieprires me of the only ra· 
ti onal plcalt1£(: rbt I can hne at my age, which ii 
foc iclY; fo rhat I read my eyes out eve ry day. thar 
J may not hang myfeJf_ 

You will nOl be in this Parliament, at leaft not in 
the beginning of it. I relied too much upon Lord 
C--'s premifr above a year ago, at Bath. He de­
fired that I would leave it to him ; that he would 
m.ak~ it his own affair, and gi\'e it in charge to the 
Duke of G-, whofe prol"ince it was to make the 
parliamentary arrangement. This I depended upon, 
a:"ld I think with rearon; I;mt, fince tha.t, Lord C-­
has neither feen nor [poken to :my body, and has 
been in the oddeft way in the world, I fent to the 
D- of G--, to know if L--C- had ei.­
ther fpoken or fent to him about it; but he affured 
inC that he ha~ done neither: that all was full, or 
~er ~,\lIming over, at prefent: hut that, if he 
"Wid crO)'ld you in upon a vacancy, lle would do·it 
.;With great" ptea"rur~. I am txti~mely forcy for this 
,"cciCrent" (or I am of a very different opinion from -" - ' , , . 
JOG,'''abouft)cing in P"Iiament, as no man caD. be 

of 



'1'0 HIS SON. 

of conCequence in t~is country, who is not In It • 

and, though one may not (peak like a Lord M:mf­
field, or :l,. Lord Chatham, one m.:ty m:lkc a ' H'ry 
good fig.ure in a fecond Flnk, LDlu; rjl tf pluribus 
un/bris. t ti~ not pretcI:1d to giH~ yuu an)" account 
of the pre Cent flate of this country, or Minillrr, not 

knowing nor gueffing it myfclf. 
God blefs you, and fend you III:alth, which is the 

firft and greateft of :.1.11 blcffings ! 

LET T E R CCCCXX. 

London, March the 15th, 1768. 

My DEAR FRI[:;ND, 

T HIS letter is fupplemental to my lall. Thi9 
morning Lord Weymouth very civilly fent Mr. 
Wood, his firli commis, to tell me, that the King 
very willingly gave you 'leave of abCence from your 
paR: fur a year, (or the reco\'cry of your health; but 
then added, that as the Court of Vienna was tam­

pering with that of Sa.xony~ which it {cern! our 
court h defirous to ,ontrlquarr~f'" it might be nec.r· 
fAry to have in the interim a Cbtrrgi d' Aff'airtl at 

Drefden, with a defalcation out of youI' appoln~ttt:l 
offonr {billing' a day, till your J'ttum; jf I w~cl 
agree to it. I told him, that I conf~nted · t().,J)()tb.-

, - , 
the :- propofa.ls, upon condition thac at your re;ym 

U. ro~ 
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you (houtd have the char:lctcr and the pay of rJeni­

pOlcnli:ayaddt;!d to your prc:fellt chara¢tc: r and pay ; 
and that I would C01111'\..:ely makc up to you the uc­
f.llcalion of the forty 111ilJings:l cla),. He politin'ly 
tngagt'd fo r it; and added , tlill he knew that it 

",'onld be wilhngly agrl'ed to. Thus I think I 'ha\,c 
made a good bJ.rgain for YOll, though but.ln indif­

ferent onc fLor ' nyftlf; but I hat is ""b.t I ncn:r 
mi nded i;) my llf(!. You IB:t.y, thcr(!furc, ,kp:::nu 
upon rc cei"ing from !llC tilt: full of th is (h:falclt: oll, 
wJl(' n Jnd how rOll plt:ak, in.:.h:pendt:r.t!y of your ufn3.1 

OInnuill refrcfhmcnt, which I will pay to Monftcur 
l'Arpent, whc nc\;er you Udi.re it . I n the mean time , 

Cum ,,' va/~dI . 

Tfhe perf()n whom )11'. \Vond intimated to me 

would be the Cl·.1.':t': d'3i!I~rr! during your :.lblence, 
is O!~o.: :\T~. KUill . I Ll' fo" of that Mr. Keith ,':ho 
",as form(;J!Y .i"1inilt(·, J!l Ru! ljJ.. 

.. 

LET T E R CCCCXXI. 

London, April the 12th, 1761J. 

_ My DE.AlI; FRI E;(O, 

.1 - \\~~.~VE)), ydlerday, your letter of the 1ft; 
~:whjd; Y~'U: do nO:l mcntion t~ fute of lOUI health •. 
~,J~d~(; r-: yow. w~1! do,fQr 'he ' {O!U~. 



TO HIS SON. 

] belicye you haxe gudfed the true reafon of Mr. 
Keith's million; but! by a whifpcr th:.lt I ha\'c 1ince 

hear.l, Kei!ll is rather inclined 10 bO to Turin . 3.:> 

C~',1rg '; d'A./f.:irn , I forgot to trll pm, in my lafi, 
that I \\'35 mo rt poulin:1), airufed, th:n the infLlIlt 

,"Oll return to Drl'fdcn, Keith fhould decamp. I am 

perfll:l.ded they will keep their wor~s with me, :1.5 

t herc i" no one rcafon in the world why they fhould 
not, I will r~'nd your ;\nnualw Mr. L':\rj)cllt , in 3. 

fortnight, and p:ty tltt' fony fll~Jling~ ;'L(l:iy l)mrkrly. 

if tht'rc fll(Juld he occ:dioll; for, in my own pri\';lIe 

opinion, there will he": no Cbo1rg:! .r Aj}:/irf'l kilt. J 
agn'e with you, th:H point d'ArgtRI /,0 ;'''1 d'rifltma"d, 

as was u(et! to he jiid, and not widlOut more rcafun, 

of the Swifs; but, 3S we b.n Ilei:her 11lc incliu:l.bon 
nor (I feu) the power to gi,'e f'uhlidics, Ihc Court 

of Vi :::lma can gin: gooci thing, du,t coil them no~ 
thing, as Archbiibop!'io , Biihoprics, Lcfides cor~ 

rupting their Minifters and Fa"ourites with pbccs. 
Ele8ions, here, ha,·c bee n c:mied to a degree of 

frenzy hitherto' unheard of; that for the town of 

Northampton has coft t1fe contending parties at leaft 
thirty thoufand pounds a nde; and ----­
has fold his borough of ) to two Member.;, 
for nine thoufand pounds. As fOGn as Wilkes' had 
10ft his deClion for the City. 'he ret up for tllC 

County of ?v~iddlefcx, and carried i~ hollow, as the 
jockeys f.'1Y' Here were great mobs and riots upon. 
thOlt occ3fioo, and moA: of the window, in town 
~rok~, fbat had no lights fur WiJu! ll.d ~,rl,.; 
~bo were thought t~ be infeparablc, He wiU appear, 

. tho 
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the 20th of this month, in the Court of King", 
Bench, to receive his f{'ntenee; and then great riots 

are again expected, and probably will hapi'ltn. God 
bIers you! 

LET T E R CCCCXXII. 

Bath, October the 17th) 1768. 

My DE Al\. FRIEND, 

YOUR two 11ft letters, to myfelf and' Gre\'cnkop, 

have alarmed me extremely; but I comfort myfc::lf a 

little, by hoping, that you, like all people who 

fuffer, th if.\"- yourfclf worfe than you are. A dropfy 
never comes [0 fuddenl)"; and I flatter myfelf, that 
it is only that gOllty or rheumatic humour, which 
has plagued you (0 long, that has occafioned the 

~mpor.lry fwelling of your ~egs. Above (arty years 
ago, after a , 'iolent feyer, my legs were fwdled as 
much a's rOll defcribe yours to be; I immediately 
thought that I had a dropfy; bur the Faculty aff"ured 

me, th,~t ~y complaint was only the effect: of my 
fever. and wou14_ foon be cured; and the), faid true. ' 
Pray let your amanuenfis, 'whoc\'c:r he may be, write 
,"ati' ,~count ,rcglilarly. once a wet'k, either to Gre­

vtnkop :or: myrelf, for that is the Wne thin~. of rita 
tb.tc of your health. 

Ifcnt 



J fent ' you, in four fllcceffive letters, as much of 
the Dutchef, of Somerfet"s fnuff as a letter could 
well convey to you. lIa\'e you reccind all or any 
of them ~ and h:Jxe they d(,nc you any good. 1, 
Thoug!l: in your prcft:nt condition, you c:tnnot go 
into comp:lny, I hope ' you ha\'c fume aC'lua;nt:lnces 

rhat come :Inci fit \\"ith y(m; fur, if originaU), it. wa. .. 
not gooJ for man to be alone , it is much wor(e for a. 
fick man to be fo: he thinks wo much of his dif­
temper, and magnifies it. Some men of learning 
amongft the E~c1 cli aflics, J (l:ue f!ly, would be glad 
to fi t with rou ; :lntl you (ouhl g ive tbem as,2;00<1 as 

thty brought. 
Poor Harle, who is here frill, is in a moll: mifcr .. 

able condition; he h!ls elltirdy iujt the ufe of his 
left iidc, anti c:m hard ly i"p";lk intell igibly. I v.':l.'l 

with him ycflcrd:t r. 1-Jc imj\li red af:cr you with 
great arrc8 ion, :md was in tlH!' uunoH concern when 

J fhowed him you r letter. 
My own Lealth is as it has ,been eyer fi nce J W2.S 

here 1aft year. 1 am neither wdt nor ill , but unwtll. 
I ·have in a manner l~ft the ufe of my legs; for, 
though I can make a {hifl to crawl upon even ground . 
for a quarter of an hour. I cannot go up or dowD' 
ftairs, unlefs fupported by a fer\·a.'lt. 

IJ-od blc:fs, and grant you a fpeedy recovery I 

HCR end the !etten to Mr. Stanhope, a,'be Ilied the 
,(Ow d NQmDber fl.llJuwing . 

LETTER 
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LET T E R CCCCXXlI!. 

To Mrs. Stanhope, then at Pari'S. 

London, March the 16th, 1769. 

MADAM, 

A TROUBLESOME and painful inflammation 
in JII}" eyes obliges me to nfe another hand than my 
0"'. to acknnwlcdge the receipt of your letter from 
Avignon. of the 27th paft. 

I am extremely furprifcd that Mrs. du-Boucher 
fhould have :lny ohjer.rion to the manner in which 
your late hufband defired to he buried, and which 
you, very properly. complied with. An I defire, 
for my own burial, is not to be buried 31;"e: but 
how or where, I think, muft be intirely indifferenr: 
to every rational creature. 

I have no commiffion to trouble you ""ith. during 
your fray at Paris ; from whence, I -wiib. you and 
the bo~ 3.. good journey home ; where I {hall be 
\'cry glad to tee you all; and aff'ure you of my being, 
with great truth, 

Your faithful, humble fervant, 
CHESTEllF1ELD. 

LETTER 



LET T E R CCCCXXIV. 

To the f;J,me, at London. 

MADAM) 

l"HE 1&il: time I had the pleafure of (eeing you. 
I was, fo taken up in playing with the boys, that 1 
forgot their morc important affaif'5. How {oem 
9, .. ould you have them placed at fchool? When 
I know your pleafure as to that, I will fend CO 
Monficuf Perny, to pre-pare evcry thing for their 
reception. In the m~JI time, J bt"g that you will 
~uip them thoroughly with clothes, linen. (5&" 

aU good, Lut plain i ::md gil't: me the account, 
which I will pay; for 1 do not intend, that, from 
th is time forwards, the two boys {hauld coft you one 
lhilJillg. 

13m, with grt!3.t truth, Madam, 

",. cdnefday. 

Your 6.ithful , humble {cn'ant, 
CHESTERFIELD. 

LETTER. 
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MADAM, 

As fome day muft be fLxed for fending the boyt 
to {chool, do yon approve of the 8th of next 
month? by which time the weather will probably be 
warm and fetdcd, and you win be able to ('quip them 
<"ompletcly. 

I wilJ, upon that day, fend my coach to you, to 
carry you and the boys to Loughborough Haufe, 
with .11 dlciT immenfe baggage. I muA: recommend 
to you, when you leave them there, to fupprefs, as 
... ell as you can, the overflowings of maternal ten­
dernefs; which would grieve the poor boys the 
more, and give them a terror of their new efia­
blillunent. 

J am, with great truth, Madam. 
Your faithful, humble fcrvant, 

CHES'TERFIELD. 

,Tuerday Morning. 

LETTEll 
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LET T E R CCCCXXVI. 

Bath, Oli:ober the 11th, 1769. 
MADA.M, 

NOBODY can be more wiliing or ready to obey 
orders than I am; but then J mufi'like the orders 
and the orderer. Your orders and ),ourfelf come 
under this dcfcriptioll; and therefore I muft gi"e 
you:m account of my arrival and exifienc<', fuch as 
it is, here. I got hither 1aft Sunday. the day after 
I left London, Ids fatigued than I expelled to have 
bern; lind now crawl aoont this place upon my 
three: legs, but am kept in counten:'l.!Ice by many of 
my fellow-crawlers: the laft part of the Sphynx's 
ridule approaches, and I fllall foon end, as I began, 
upon all fours. 

When you hap~n to fee either Mont'icur Of M3-
dame P<'rny. I beg yon Will give them this melanchD­
liCk proof of my caducity, and tell them, that the 
Jaft time I went to foe the boys. r carried the 
Micbadmas quarterage in my pocket, and when I 
was there I totally forgot it; but allure them, that 
t have not the JeaR intention to bilk them, and will 
.pay thtm faithful1y tht two quarters together, at 
Chriftnw. 

I hope our two boys are well; {or then I am Cure 
you arc: fo. 

J am, with great truth .nd efteeln, 
Your moft faithful, humble fernntt 

ClIESTE_PIJlLD. 

LETTER. 



LET T E R CCCCXXVII. 

Dath, October the 2Sdl, lj69' 

MADAM, 

YOUR kind anxiety for my Ilealth and life, is 
more t!u.n. in my opinion, they art both worth: 
without the former, the laner is a hunhen; and, 
indeed, I am "'ery weary of it. 1 think I have gOt 
Come benefit by drinking thefe watu~, :lfld by 
bathing, for myoId, ft iff, rheumatic limbs; for [ 
believ(' I could now oUfcrawl a (nail, or perhaps eyen 
• tOftoife. 

I hope the boys afC well. Phil, I dare fay, has 
been in fome (era pes ; but he will get triumphantly 
out of them, by dint of ftrength and rdalurian. 

I am, with g~at truth and ctl-cern, 

Your moil:: faithful. humble fcrvant, 

CUEST ElI.P,Jl:>LD. 

LETTER 



LET T E R CCCCXXVIII. 

Bath; November the 5th, 1769_ 

IVlADA:'IJ, 

I REMEMBER verr well tht: paragraph which you 
quote from a letter of mine to Mrs. Du-Bouchrt, 
and I fcc o<? reafon ret to retrld th:\t opini~, i,. 
gcntra/, which at leaft ni 'n~een widows in twenty had 
author~cd. I had not then the pk:>.(ure of your ac­
quaintance: I hau fecry you but twice or thricc; and 
I had no rcaCon to think dial you would de\'iate, as 
you h:l\'C done, from other widows, fo much, a'to 
put perpetual !hackles llpon yourfelf, for the fake or 
your ch ildren; nut (if I may \lee a vulgarifm) one 
(wallow makes no fumm~r : fi\',,: righteous w('re for. 
merly neceflary to fa\-e a city, and they could not be 
found; fo. tin I find four more fuch righteout 
widows as yourfelf, I flJalJ entertain my former no­
tion!> of widowhood in general. 

I can afrure you that 1 drink here very foberly 
:lIld cautioufiy;. and at .the fam~ time .keep fo cool 
3. diett that I do not nOd the leaft fy'mptom of 
Jieat~ much lefs of il).f\tmQ1ation . .J3y the way, • 
nt',",r had that complaint t in confequence C1f " h'l.~,," 
drank there water!; for I hay/!, had jt but f6dt' ·tt~ 
and alwaJtI in the rt;liddlc offummer. Mr.~ .. ~~ 
IS tirnorow.: c,'en to .ulllll~, and my ~ dc)~ 
in them. . 

VOL. IV. r, Cbltlot 
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Charles will be a "fcholar, if you pleafe; but our 

little Philip, wit hout being one, will be fomethi ng or 

other as good, though I do not l 'et gutfs what. J 
am not of the opinion generally entertained in this' 

country, that man lives by Greek and batill alone ; 

that is, by knowing a great many words of two dead 

languages, which no bouy li\'ing know~ pcrfe81y. 

and which are of no ufe in the common intercourfe 
of life. Ufeful knowlcdgl.:~ in my opinion , confi fb 

ofmoJ<;;11I languages, biftory, and geography ; fome 
La, in may be tbrown IIUO the barg:tin, in compli. 

ance with cuftom :tlHl fur clofL't am ll (cmcnr., 

You are, by this time , ccrt:linly tired with thi~ 
long Ittlcr, which r coul(1 pro\"(; to you from 

lJoracc's own words (for 1 am aJ(!J ~/'II) to be a bad 

~me; he fays, th:ll watcr.driJl:'-cr5 can write nothing 

good ~ fo 1 am. wi tlt fell trutl! and Clt cem, 
Your moii: fOlithful. hUI;lbJe l'cn':mt, 

CHJ::ST ~:R ~'1 f:L D. 

T. E T T E R CCCCXXIX. 

Bath, O tlobcr the 9 th , 1770. 

M .ADA...lI, 

~';A~' extremely obliged to you for the 'kind p:1f 

"lUCh y* take in my hc'alth and life: as to the latter, 
lam. 



'-"-o&.» caas,TIllPIELD-' LE-TTlllS. "3S.5 

I am as indifferent myfelf, as any other body can be; 
but as to the former I confers care and anxiety; (or 
while I am to crawl upon this Planet, I would 
willingly enjoy the health at le:,.ft of an infe€l::_ How 
far thefe 'waters will re{tore me to that moderate de­
gree of health, which alone I afpire at, I ha\'c flot 
yet gi\Oen them a fair trial, having, drank them but 
one week; the only difference I hitherto find is, that 
1 fleep better than I did. 

I beg that you will neither give yourfelf, nor Mr. 
Fitzhugh, much trouble about the Pine plants; for, 
as it i~ three years before they fruit, I might as well, 
at my age, plant Oaks, and hope to have the ad­
vantage of their timber: however, fomcbody or other, 
God knows who, will eat them, as fomebody or other 
will feU and fen the Oaks I planted five-and-forty 

years ago. 
I hope our boys are well; my rejpc8s to them both. 

I am, with the greateR truth, 

Your faithful, humble fcrvant, 

CHBiTEllPUI;L.D. 

x. 
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Ruh, November the 4th, i;7o_ 

ldADAMJ 

r HE poft hl\S been morc: f,~xourablc to. yoo than 
( intended it {houIJ; for, upon my word, [ aIi­
fWCftu your form t: r letter the poft after I had re ­
ceived it. H owcvC'r you ha\'c got D 'ojs , as we fay 
Iometimcs in Irc-I'lnd. 

My friend s,. from time to time, require bills of 
~e1.lth from me in thde fufpicious times, when the 
Plague js bufy in Come puts of Europe. All I con 
uy, in anfwcr \0 their kind inquiries, is, that I ha\'C' 

not the diftemJX'T properly called the plague; bl.!t 
.fhl.t I have all the plagues of. old age, and -ofa fh:lt,,; 
teTed carcare. Thefe ..... aters hJ.YC: done me WJI:l.t little 

good I c:xpe8:ed from them; though by no mc:lOS 

... hat I coulu h3\'C wifhed , for 1 ..... iibed them to be 
iitltitix d~ 7ou,-',nu. . 

I had a ktter, the other Clar. from our two boys ; 
Ch3.rl~s·s was very ~nely writt~n. and Philip's .. ~rr 
prettily: th~y . are perf~8:1y w~IlJ and fay that they 
want nothing. ,What grown-up people will ,or can 

"1 as much I 
Ilm.. with the true£\: dleem" Madam, 

Your moftlaitbful {~rvant, 
CH2ITERf'JB1,D. 

LUTER 



LET T E R CCCCXXXI. 

Bat b, OCl.uber the 27 th, 177 1. 

M ADAM , 

UPON my word, you i.nt~ rl'ft yourfclf, in. the: ft3.t~ 
of my cxiilc:ncc, more- Ih:m I clo lll)'ft'lf. for it i~ 

worth the: care of ncithl'r of us. I ordered my ~·~[tt 
dt £hnmorr, according to }'ollf. onil-rs, to inform Y~4 
of my fafc arrival here:; to which I COlO add nothing, 
being neither better nor worfe than I was then. 

I am vcr}" glad that ou r boys :uc welt Pray giv~ 
them the end ofcd. 

I am Dot at all furprifed at Mr. - - 's co~v~n;, 
for he was, ~([c \'en,tccn, the "idol of old women. rat 
1I is gravity , dc\'otion, and dulnefl , 

I am, Madam. 

Your molt f~itbful, bumble fuvuc, 

CUUT&l'.'1&La. , 

X3 
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LET T E R CCCCXXXII. 

To Charles and Philip Stanhope . . 

Batb, OCtober the 27th, 1771. 

I RECEIVED, ~ few d:tys agn , two the beft written 
letters that ever . ! faw in Illy life: the one figned 
Charles Stanhope, the mh!!! P hilip Stanhope. As 
for you, Charles, I did not wonder at ' it; for you 
will,take p:lins, ami are a lover of leltt' fs : but you 
idle rogue, you Phil, how came you to write fQ well, 
that one can aJc:noft fay of you two, tt lontort parts 

" rcfpondtrc pardI; ? Charles will explain this Ll,tin 
to you. 

I am told, Phil, that you have gOt a nick-name 
at {chool, from your i,ptimacy with Mafier Strange. 
,.,ays; and that they caB you Mafier StrangcTU'I1]J 1 
for. to be {ure, you are a ftrange boy. Is this 
true? 

Tell me what you would ha~'e me bring you both 
from hence, and l will bring it you, when I come to 
town. In the mean time, God blefs you both f 

CHBSTEIlFIZLD. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PIECES. 

CCCCXXXIII. 

Some Account of the Gm'ernmen t of the Republic 
of the 5e \'(:n Un;ttd Provinces. 

THE Got"ernmtllt of the R epublic of the Seven 
United IJrO\' inccs ;s thought by many ro be Demo · 
cr:uicai ; out it is merely A rifl:ocr:ttical - ; the people 
not having the Icafi: !hare in it, tither thcmfelve.s, or 
b), reprefcnralivcs of th.eir own chufing : they have 
nothing to do but to pay and grumble. 

The Sovereign Power is commonly thought to 'be" 
in the States G t:neral, aJ they arc ~alftd, rdiding ae" 
the Hague, It is no fuch thing; the), are only li'mit .. 
ed Deputies. obliged to confult their Conftituent$ 
upon every point of :lily importance thu OCClU1i. It 

., The memben "r tbe Sctl~te, or YI'NI!r"ilpi. wl:re origio,31!y 
cte.ct;ed by the Burgher. , in a general. IIn(1 often Il tumwtoQl, 
alTomlbly: bu( now, fur ne3r two hUfld~ yean, rhe P'rHtfi~ 
' (j'lod means to perfuad!: the people Ihat lhefl: eleCtiOns .. ~ 
IroubJeforoe and dangerou'i and kindly look ¥fOh th~d .... 
to eIe& rhtir own Memben. lIpon ncaDri~ ; aDd to keep t.beil; 
own body fun. without IroubliJII the peOple witll all dcaioa:, ,,'wu then that the ArlftOcracY "Will oftablitbcd, 

X. it 
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is very true, that the Sorereign Power is lodged 11\ 
the States General; but who are thofe States Gene· 
rd? Not thofe who are commonly called fa; but 
the Sena~, Council, or f/root(ch"f!s, call it what you 
will, of every town in eyery Province that fend$ 
Dt-puties t? the Provincial State!! of the faid Pro\'ince, 
Thefe Vraolfibap.f are in truth the States General; 
but', we~ they to.affcmble, they would amonnt, for 
aught I know, to two or three thoufand : it is, tllere­
fore, for conn~niency and difpatch of bufinefs, that 

r.y,,'1' Pr~villce fends Deputies to the Hague, who are 
confiantly aJfcmbled there, who are commonly called 
the States General, and in whom many people 
£alfely imagine that the Sovereign Power is lodged: 
'l.'hefe Deputies are chofeo .by the Yroolji.hops; but 
their powers are extremely cjrcum~cribed; and they 
,:~n. confcnt to .. nadllng. without writing, or re­
turning thcmfch'es, to their (evera! conftituent towns t 

i~r infltucbans in that pa~tiOllar caCe. They ar..: 
.uthorifcd to concur in matters of order ; tha.t is, to 
~ontinue things in the common, current,.~tdillary 
~; ~ut, for the leaft icnovanol1, the lean ft,ep out 

.. When tbe Deputies of the Statcs fig-ned the: 1'tip1e Allianee 
with Sir William Temple. in two (If three dt'}'"5 ume, lind with· 
pet caafulting tlleir PriDcipl1h (to~c"er Sit WiIliam,Tcl'nllle 
fll\1lll himfelf upon it) in reality, they only f:g)\cd S..6 'S;e Raf;. 
,b4~a.,ju notnlid j ,Dd, had it ~ot bUn TalifiCd by the fev~ 
'~ Coa~.~tJ 01 t¥ ~. Pr.~csi i,t ,b~d been IS _ orw­

~ .. ·~O~\l~ ~~() fi~cod tbat trea~ $-4 !r,~~i );~ 
~'-.' ~(. CODfiderir<, tbe 'nat~ oCtile mat7~ and.the; 
,a;.: ........ of o!'oUo. '",., ri.ouIi.ot«>l ....... .;.... ."'" , . ' , . , •.. _ . . ' . " ., ,." ,I, ""~~'P-:-1' ' ''. 

P"u".a .. ""lIjoIr ...... l'>e """"'. '<if' 



Qf the: ~r.d1.o..ary co~rJe, ~c.w mltruthODS muft be. 
&iVt9' ei~r to deliber .. lT,e or to condlll!c. 

Many people are ignOf!lIlt enough 10 t:tkc the Pro. 
vince of Holb.nd, fingl}', for the RqHlblic of the. 
Seven Unitl."d Pro\·incc: .~; and , w/J':n tl!q' mCln to 
(peak of tlie R epublic, they fay, * /lo/land will, or 

\\' ~U 

* \Vhen the Prm'inec of Hollan,1 ha9 onr~ tlIken an impor­
t:lnt refviulion, of Pelec, or Wa r, <Jr AC <:t'lijOIl to any t~:lly. 
il Ii very probJble Ihat Ihe olher l'ro\'incn \\ ill e'llllC into that 
m ca fure, but by nO~IC':anSClTlaiLl : it is oft'·)1.1 g rC;lI whil~ nrft; 
Ilnd,"I!It.cll the l,lti(O Prorinccs know th at tluo Prm-iIlC(: of l-Jollilnd 
hOl~ their <,om:urrencc lUuch at heart . thto), ",.'ill nftell :lIlnellO con-
4itions to il i ~ . the little towns ill Holland frequently do wbeQ 
tut; g real 011(0 5 w:mt thdr concurrtllcr.. A_~ fi'f ill ibuCf:. when 
I W,IS fol kitin~ thc ' \ ",:d lio/l of t/Ul Republic 1<) tbe treaty of 
Vienna, in t;jl; whidllhe PenfioLl:lr)" (; l)mte Sin'l"lIdur(, and 
J. h.ld m~rlc f(:n ctly at the l-hguc; all lhe \«\I'M ill lIoliand 

!"Jill" JI~tfy rt:~rl i!y ilJto it, except the little 1mI' ll t'{ lIril'! , wllOfe 
l}c?utic.~ fn,nklr declared, that thcy would not hive Ilwir eon­

!ent, ti ll jl;"'.i~r /I""''''M~, :l ye1)' hOIll:fi g~n L lem:1ll of ~~ 
1')'olm, WJS pro1l1vtcU to thr: rank of J. icllh:UOlnt-C"lond; and 
tha.t, as {con ali tb~t w.as Jonc, th('Y would agrrc, for Ihey "F­
l ,ra,ocd of the treaty 0 Thi. '110'., .:Jceordillgly dor,e in two' or three 
days, and tben they agreetil. Thia ii :a tlroug in-tlance 'of the 

abCu{di1)' oft,be unaoill\i t1:rcquin::d. and of the ufe Ih,lt II ORCA 

¥Ud.c of it. 
H owc\'"u: {tumid Olle, 01" even two, of the leffer P(OYinca • 

• who contribut, little, and Qft.en ]1111 Icf,. to tbe public cbarp,. 
obfl:illJl.tclY af~ frh·olo!lf1y. or pt:rbaps coi,uptly, ~r1iJl in" np.: 
puling a me1fure wbkh Holland and the other more confidc:r~ 
able PrVriDcet !haagh! nccdrl ry •. And had agn:edto, t4ey would 
.end a Deputation ttl tbo{e ·oppofing Pfo\,jDCCS~ t-' ",.Coil wi,", 
~:,,:~~~,~'~to~~ ~t~ j{thj~...ool~~t ~:. ~hi 
~. 'it thCy0~_1IoDe in~ ~~ 'eQDdu&r -W1~ 

""'"" 
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will not, do fuch a thing: but moil: people.Me igno­
rant enough to imaginr, that the Province of Ho14 
Jand has a legal, a confiitutional pow~r O\'~r th~ other 
fix; whereas, by the At\: of Union, the little Pro­
vince of G"oni"gen i" as mllch SO\' ~reign as the Pro­
vince of Holland. The Seven Provinces are SC\'~n 
dillinCl: Sowreigpties, confederated together in one 
Republic ; 110 olle having any fupcrior ity ov~r, or 
dependence upon, any OIher: nay, in point of pre­
cedenc.e, 1I01\alll..l is but the Iccond, Glltldra being 
the firft. h is "ery namra! to (uppo(e, and it is very 
true in falt:, that Holland, from its fuperiority of 
firength and riches, and paying 58 per u nt. 1hould 
ha"e great weight and influence in the other fix Pro­
vinces; but power it has nonr. 

Thr. unanimity which is conftitutionally requifite 
for everr ad of each town, and e;lCh Province (ep3.­
rately; and then for nery aCt: of the Seyen collec­
t ively; is fomething fa abfurd, and (0 impm8icable 
in government , that one is aftonifhed. th:aen=n the 
form of it has been tolerated fo long; for the fub­
ftan~e: is not ftrilUy ob[erv~d. And five: Provinces 
will often conclude, though two diffent, provided 
that Holland and Zcland arc two of the fiYC--aI 

them. 1'b~ (lime thiDg is dOD~ in the ProYipciai Slates of the 
reCpclli.e Provinces f when: if one or IWO of the Jeall WfIfider­
aWr tO~."Il.1 pcninlcioullyoppo(e a nettlf.ry roe.afute. they ton. 
clode .it~ them. Bol ... this ia ab(o)utd, WlCCIDftituliooal. 
it k Avoided AI much II poffibk. aDd .. complete .uoaninUtj 
proeu~" if it taO be, by fad!. little ~fIioat II that Ybicb 
I hue lDCDtioacd to the Briel Msjor. '. 

fou~n 
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fourteeQ or fifre-en of the principal towns of Holland 
will conclude an affair, notwithfhmding the 0ppo­
fition o~ four or fh'e of the ldfcr. r C3nnot help 
conjeCturing, th:l.t 'Vill i3.tn, t ill' lid't Prince of 
Orange, cal1ed the 7'o ... iturne, the abJcfi man, with­
outdifpUfC, of the ;;ge ile lin:d ill, not cxceptingel'el\ 
the Admir:lI Coligny-- *, ami w!~) hall the mo­
delling of the Republic :l.S he r\,~ -, fnl: I cunjecture, 
1 fay, that tbe Prince of Orall~e ~·ollld nnw have 
Cuffe red luch an :l.ofurdilY to hJXC crippled that 
government. which he was at the heJ.d of, if he had 
not thought it ufeful to himfelf and his family. He 

cOl'cred the grcateft ambition with the grcatelt mo­
defty, and declined the infignilic:mt outward figns, 
as much as he ddi.red the falid fubfb.ncc, of power : 

might he not therefure think, that this abfurd, though 
rc::quirite unanimity made a Stadthouder abfolute1y 
neceffary to render the gr,vernmcnt pradicablc 1 In 
which cafe he was very fure the Stadthouder would 
always be taken out of his ramily; and he mindtd 
things, not names. The. Penfionary t thinks tbil 

• I am perfuaded. that, had the 'Tatillffn( been in the plaot1 
of the Admiral Coligny . he would never b:we b.::en prcvail~ 
opon to have come to P:lri~. and to have put bimfdf into the 
power of tbore two mOllfiert of perfidy and cruelty. Catbarine 
of ~ledicil aod Chules the Ninth. Hi, prndcut erC2pc ffOl'll 
Flandm is a proof of it; wheu he rather dftlCe to be P,irltc Jilin 
~. than P";lI«j •• i 11#. 

t Monfieur Slingelandt. the aMeli Minifier. and 19c Iumefteft 
man I ever Foe .... 1 may juillycaJl him my F.ciend.. my Maftcr. 
aDd my Guide.. lror I W8I' then quite pew ia bcl1iDcU j . be • 
Ilru&cl lilt, he 10YCC1, 1lc tru.tlcd me. 
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conjelluTc probable; . and, as we . Wl!re. tal~!98""~ 
<:,thcr day confidentially upon this fubjdr, wepmh 
agre~'d ih:\t Ihis monltrollS and impraCti.cable UA¥,,~-: 
m iry, required by the conlii rution, was alone f",f~. 

ficic nt to. bring :\bolLt ~ Stad th oudcr, in · fpit~ o('~ll 

t .be mt:arllrc~ of the Republicrlrl pan)' to pre\'ent it. 
He confdli.:d to me, that, uron hi s being made Pen­

{iol1:1rr , be eniered inlo {olemn engagements , not to 
cOfltribute, dirdtly or indirectly, to any chf.nge of 

Ihe prloCt: nt form ( ) f go\'cfIlmcnt .. and that he woulcl 

(nupllioully obfcrn: th of~ engagements; but that 
1.le forc6w the defeCts in thtir form of government, 

~nd l iLe abu f":3 crept into every part of it, would in: 
fall ibly produce a • Stldthouder , tumulluoufly im~ 

pof~d uro.n th e Republic , by an infurrcelion of the 

~0.i?ula.cc , as ilt the cafe of King William. I told 

l,inh that, in my opinion .• if tll:!.t were to hpppen :t 

fecond time , the St:!.dtholldcr [0 made would be thej r 

~inc; t. lIe Cud, he bclic\·cd Co too; and tll.at he 

had 

.. It hll~ fint:t ~pprllred thJt h: judg~d vcr)· rigflt1r . 

. t. !\Ild (0 he ougbt to be now, ~v(:11 for ,the r.,ke and prcfer­
~lItinn of the Sen'n Provinces. The lluc,(fary principle of· ~ 
~.'i'ptlblie. Yi""t, fllulifis no h,n~t:r dln c. Th<" ~rr.at fich~ lot 
~~!<~: ~tc pc-upJ.: (thoug!, the pll1>1i t: is poor) bal·c IUllg agocl1.tin,­
SpilhcJ that principle, ~Ild ddiroycd th ... equality nccclfal)' to;; 
Curnmonweall1l. /I. Commoftweahh ;3 \U\quetJj,mably. upon 
r-Pe;. the 'm'IJl rational :md ~qtlitllhle form. of go~·ernlUent; b~ 
\I: if ~.p~I?'lucllio.n~l:oly impta8icabJe. ill all cOUJ)uie.; .,·lle~~ ri~Ql 
~~,,'lC i~tr,~ulied, luxury. ~~d .. (~1 illeq~i.it>:_oC. ~~,li.~: J4 
~1_~\1, .d;~ in> lh?fe et>\lntr~.~t ~.,t;rt1,,~,~),t,! i.~,: ~ 

·'kDs,aQIl. ie w0u!4 v~ry f~ ~_v.: ~ o/~l'!!~o ,.WM·t 
C_ 
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'lra~\irgcd all this to the moft confid('f.1ble Memhers 

ofi-he HO"ernmcm, and the moft jC:ll ' \IB Rq lllbli­
d'n\. : That he had e\-cn f()Tm~cI a. plan wh II I~' kid 
bid before them, a<; tll e on'ly pollible one 10 prL'n'n't 
1m!;' impen"ding (I:1ngcr. That a Sr.1d lholl(k'r wis 

originally the chief fpling upon which their !;!:()\"ctn­
ment rnrned; ' and thaT, if they would h:we ilo • 
'Stadrhourlct, th~v mll(t (lIbfri,ute :l jif(w/aJ1(um, 
"hat one part or t11,tt jiJCcd,;Jl(ulIl mulr he to abolitll 

the ~frhity requircd hy th e prd(·n! fill III of go­
vdnmcrtt, and which only a Stadthrll)(kr could ren­
dcr.pbcticab' e by his "inflllc:ncc:. T hat the almles 
,,;hith \~'ere Jrept into the military part of Ik gmern­
tnent mun be corrected, or th:lt they alone, if they 
weTe futtered to go on , would m~kc :l St;ldthouder; 

in order that the anny and nlvy, which the 'public 

paid (or', mlgllt be of fome ul~', which at prcknt 
they were not .. T hat he had laid thde, ;Ind many 

Other coilfiderations of tile like nature, before tllem; 
in {he hopt's of one of .. thefe two tllings: either to 

prc":lil with them to .m:ike .a f.buhhoudcr unnecc(· 

farr, by a joCt rcfor~ation of the abu(cs of th~ 
'government, and fubftituting a m:\jority, or J at mofi: 

fOOl) aftC'tward3, an Oligl r ,.:.:'; ano, (oon after that, :In abfulute 
.Monarchy; from tbe f~m.e cau(c that neulllark, ill the Jail flC'n ­

.iuri. became (0; the intolerable oppre!flllll qf the bulk (jf t~ 
;earle,. fr,~ thofe whom they looked u~n n their eq~b. 1£ 
:lhe ,Y0u,l2I. Sadthoudcr hu abilitie.. he will, lI·heA he ~ 
;up_~ , M=l,I~,~. po.en of a limited Monarchy. (ufb as Engbrld. 
~ ~t,.:;" ~at name; Ind. if be is reali, wife, he ..... jl! 
defile DO 1IIOl'e: jf &be people are. wife.. ther ",ill sir~}l. .- . . ,' 

two-
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two~thlrds, to the abfurd and idlpraClicahle unani­

mity now requifite: or, if they would not come into 

thefe preventive regulation!, thoU they would treat 
amicably with the Prince of Orange, and give him· 
the S/'a4IhDlldtrol, under firiEl; limitations, and with 

effeCtual prO\·ifions for tb ei r liberty. But theywouJd 
liften to neidler of thefe expedients. the firft affc8:~ 

cd the private ihtercfts of moil of the confiderable 

people of the R <'public, whofe power and profit afofe 
from thofe abures: and the (ccond was too contrary 

to the violent patfions and prejudices of Meffrs. d'Ob­

dam, Bootcflaer, Hallcwyn, and other heads of the 
high Republican party. Upon this, I faid to' the 

Penfionary, that he had fully proved to me, not 
only that there would. but that there ought to be a 

Stadthouder. H e replied, "There will molt cer­

" tainty be one, and you are young enough to live 
CJ t il fee ir. ) hope I {hall be out of the way fidl: ; 
.. but, if I . am not out of the world at t~t time, [ 

" fhall be out of my place, and pafs the poor re-
• If maindt:r of my life in quiet. I only pray that our 

·11 new maftcr, whenever .e bve him, may be 
u gently given us, My friend the Greffier" thiokl 

" a Stadthouder abfolutely neceffary to fave the Re-

• The Greffier Fagel, who had been Gr~~n'. that is, Secretarr .. 
tf Sute, above fift'l-an. He bad tLe dtqldl Jr.oowkdge of 
bafiud"s, ,ud tbe (OUJldeft: jtld~ut, of an, mao I ·e.er knew 
III ~1D! life: but he Dad DOt tbat quick, that intuitivc·r.adtJ. 
",JUab the Penfiol1lfJ SHngdandt had. He lw ofteu."owncd to 
me. -that ·lte thought tbill" were ,ae UIo fa:r Car tnt' Outer 
NIIMdy.b\lt a IhWtMder. 

• u public, 
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"public, and fo do I, as much as he. if tmy win 
H not accept of the other expedient: but we are in 

U "cry different fituarions: he is unuer no eng:'ige­
" roent to the contrary, and I :1.01," H I." then :J.iked 
me in confidence . whether I had any infhu[\ion5 lO 

promote the Prince of Or.:lo!;("'s "ic:ws and int("reit, 

J told him truly, I h:ul not; but that. howe\"cr , I 

would do it , as (:J.r as CYcr I could. · yuit:tly ;tou pri ­
vately, That he himfc:lf h;td com·inCl:d me, thJ.t it 
was for the inlerefi of the R epublic, which I ho­

noured and ""iibed well to; and ;tlfo, th:!.t it would 
be a much more efficient Ally tu Enghntl, nnde r 
that form of gm'crmncnt , "I mull own ," r~plicd 

be, " that at pn::fcnt we have neither fttenglh, fe ­

" creey, nor d ifpateh." J bid , that I knew that but 
too well, by my own cxpcricncl' ; and I adJed (laugh­

ing) th:lt llooked upon him as thc Prince of O r3nge's 
grcatefi encmy; and upon tll:J.t Prince's y iulc nt and 

impctl;ouS enemies· to be his bel1 friends ; for that, 
if 

., 1'11('((0 lto!·Io.';u!n i RepuLl io.:alb I,uflu:'d tllin;;~ ' w j(h die un­

j ulldl ;,edmon), ag~inli. the "rri llo.:c of Orange. T hey dt:nicJ 
h im hb r~:lk ill lhe :lrmy j and they hpt 111m "ul 01 the poC­
femon' of the Marq\\ifat ofTrrn~rc :"Ind fldfingclI. whidl .... ·erc 
hi' own patrimony; and by thefe meall~ gave him the merit 
with the ~oplc. of hdog unjutUy oppre/fed. 

Had he been!!n abkrman himfdf, or better adl'ifcd by otber .. 
he might bave availed bimfdf much ruBre folidly than.be did. 
of the aifeB.ion, or ratber the fury, of tbe people in hi$ favour" 
when they tun:'ultuouOy nude him Stadhouder; "Ul he did D?1 
knoW tbe.nlue and importance of thafe wlIrmmomentJ.in wAicll 
he migbllaa1'lC'fised Int!: clincbed bit power. Dnzled with tho 
Aow and tnppingl of po~"U, he did IWt c:nougb attend co the 

'u.»tbA~ 
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If his (the Penfionary's) plan 'Were fq taTce plac"e, the 
Prince would have very tittle hope~. lie inte'rrupted 
me here, with faying, Nt" croigntz ';;~;" Milord, de 
14 eete /a; men plo'l blcJ!e Iret J';nler/; p~;tiai/~er, 
pour itre refu ;; prrfrnt que l'amDur Ju ptlb/ic n'/xijle 
plus., I though t thi s com'erfation too remark~bTe, 
not to write down the heads of it when I ' c~~le 
home, 

'fubitill '-C, H" :.It~mpted II thing itnpoftible. which wu. 'to 
pJeafe M'Cry I>o.ly: he heard ('.'cry body, brgnn every thing. 

and finilhcd nothing , \YI!Cn the pcollle, in their fury. made 
him Slatltl)('lldu, l! Il'Y udircd nothing better thall totally to 
diJfoh'e ll]{: H.1' l'ubl;c ln form of governmtnt. He filOu!d have» 
let thrill. Thl" tlUnuHIl\)u~ love (If lhepopubl:c mull be feized 

Imll tnj"Y':11 in it, tirf! cran{ports; thcre is no hClllrding of it to 
we UpUIi orc~ . ions; il will !lot J;;:eep. The mott l:onfiderabJe 

pcoille of Lhe formcr gon'rnmt_IlL would gl:!dly ha~ compounded 
for th,·ir lil't:s, and \\""l.Ild ],.1\'e thought themfdve5 very ~,tll 

Illf in thc cal'lle (l{ I ~' u'\'cftei!l j where one 'of the Prinee of 
Or:inge's p~derrf!en frnl (ome of their ilncef!oTSln time!! much 
le(s fJ(vour;'lble, An atT("8ed moderat iun ID.de hinl lofe that 

mon'~lt., 1:he · W,~.' ru\Uent i, now in a disjointed, lpafe fi"?te. 
Her R . H. iile GOIl\"ernanle hu t\.Ol power enough to do much 
good; and yet file h~s [I\l"lfe power than lIuthority. Peace and 

t:r;~nomy. both public :Uld domeftie. lhould therefore be the 
'iOlco, olljed: of her politics, dUring the minority or her fon. The 
public j., almoft a bankrnpt'; and ber fon's private fortune ex~ 

,trandy iDeumbe~. She bal renee altd ambition; but it is. 

"~t ... the feme .nd Illf"bition of • woma.n; th.t ii. i.,-.fi,'-~ 
..,..". What ft:rDaiDI to' be daDe riquirb a arm. inanl,. aOll 
~.mil'1d. . 

'.,' 11m fIW, 10)' z""J; • ,r.. fi pr1fJici.1 It jrictik ¥tt:tfA 
'fiitIt _ _ ~, ..w,~ I'tIIritt{{." -i'" JU.Ah. 
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'The Republic has hardly any }\;;l\·Y at all; the 
tingle fund for the M~rine being the 1i\1:l11 dtlties 

upon exports and import:;; whidl (\Ilti \·s arc n~) t half 

colidhxl, by the ConniYlnCe of t!lC :\'hr;i!lr:lIc$ 
l !lemfdve~, who are intndrcJ. in flllu;;:;ling; fi. Ihn 

the R epublic ha.s now no other tdc. but courtcr)'. to 

the n:tme of a l\'hrilime PO\\"("f. T he:r tr:tde dc­

creafe5 {hil)" and their nat;oJlal d~bt incrca(cs. I 
have good (('afon to bclie\'c. that it amounts to at 

\call: fifty millions Herling . . 
The dccreafe of their H err inf!; fif1)(Orr. from wh:tt 

it appears by l\-1nnfieur de \Vin· s f"o.kmoirs of Hoi .. 

land in his time, i3 incredibie; and will be much 
grelter, now we UI"C, at laft, wite en()ugh to take 

our own Herrings lipan our own ("(l."lits. 

Thcy"do not, no\\", g{:t by fft·ight one Cjuarter of 

wh:tt they \I(ed to ~yt: th ey wei·" the gl·nerai (ca~ 
carri..::rs o f all Europe. The i\C1:: of na\"ig:uion palled 
in Cromwell's time, and aftl' rwards confirmed in 

Cb3.rles dlcSocond's, gave th e nrft blow totha.t branch 

of th.eif profit; I\od now we carry more than thcy do. 

Thcir only prof:itable rem:lining brancncs of ("om~ 
merce are, their trlde to the Eail: -Indies. where they 
ha\-c cngroffed the fpices; and their illicit trade in 
America, ffom Surinam, St. Eufiatia, Cura<;Qa, &Ie, 

Their woollen and filk manufaltuJ"es bear not the , 
leaft comparifon with ours, neit~e .. in quantity, q~ 

lity, nor exportation. i 

Their polilt is fiill excellent, and i~ ·nQW tb¢JoaIy ' 

remains' of the prudence, vigilance, and good di.(ci~ 
pline, whi'cb formerly made them. efteemed, refpcd­
.,cd~ . aM courted, 

VOL. IV. Y CCCCli.llXIV. 
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CCCCXXXlV. 

M A x I M s. 
By the Earl of CHESTER.FInD. 

A PROPER -Cecreey is the o~ly myftery of able 
m'en; _myftery is the only fecrecy of weak and eun­

nmg ones, 
A man who tell s nothing, or who tells all, will 

equally have nothing told him. 
If a fool knows a teeret, he tdls it beeaufe he is 3. 

fool; if a knave knows one, he tells it wherever it is 
bis intereft to ull if. Dut wOl,nen, :lOd young men, 
are "ery apt to tell what (eerets they know, from the 
'Alliey of having been truffed., Truft none of there, 
whetlf:\,cr you can h,elp it. 

Inattention to the prefent bunnefs, be it wh:n it 
will; the doing one thing, and thinking at the fame 
time of another, or the attempting to do two things 
at once; are tl~e ne\'er~fai!ing figns of a little, fri. 
volous mind. 

A man who cannot command his temper, his at· 
taWsn, and his countenance, 1hould not think. of 
being a man of bufine(s. The weakeft man in the. 
world CAD a\"'&i1 ".imfelf of the pafiion of the wifeft. 
The inattent ive mln cannot know the bufinefs, and 
~uenUY cannot do it. And he, who. cannot 

,'" 'l'be:QMIJ.ims aremerred to in Letter CCXCVOI. oftbb 
v~. 
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tommand his countenance, may e'en as well tell his 
thoughts as 1bow them. 

Diftruft all thofe W/IO lore you extrentdr upon 
3. \'ery flight acquaintance, and without any 
, ·ilible rC<lfon. Be upon your gu.ml, too, againft 
thofe. who confds:1s their w('akadii:s, aU the Car. 

dinal "inues. 
In yoor friendihips, anc~ in your enmities, let · 

your confidence and )'our hoftiliti;:s ktve certain. 
hounds: make not the former d.tngewus, nor the 
latter irreconcikablc. There :lrc ftrangc \'iriffitudes 
in bufinefs ! 

Smooth your way to the head, through the 
hcart. The way of fcafon is a good one; but it 
is commonly fomething longer, and perhaps not fo 
fure. 

Spirit is now a vcry faf11ion:1blc word; to act with 
Spirit, to fpc:1k with Hpirit, mC:l.ns only, to a& 
(alb!y, and to talk indifcreetly. An able m:l.n thaws 
his Spirit by gentle words and rdolute actions! he 
is neither hot nor timid. 

\Vhen a. man of fenCe JJappC'ns to be in that difa~ 
l!,reeahlc fitu:ltion, in which he i~ obliged to afk 
himfelf more than once, "'bat jhall 1 do' he will 
an[wer. himfelf, Nothing. When his rea[oD 
poi.qts out to him no . good way, or at leaR: no one 
way lefs bad than another, he Will flop 1hort, : aM 
v .. ait for light. A little bufy mind runs on a[ &11, 
events, mufr be doing; and, like a IDind borfe,· 
fears no dangm, bec.ufe he f«s none. n foul f;.­
wir's'tntUliu. 

Y. Patience 
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Patience is a moft neceffary qualification-for bufi~ 

ntfs: many <t man would rather you 'heard his flory, 

dian granted his requefi. One muil fcem to hear 
,he unreafonablt' de.mands of the ,petulant, unmoved, 
and the tedious ol,;tails of the (hill, uorin'u. That 

is t~c leaft pri(.:e that a man muft pay for a hij;h 
ftation. 

It is alwap right 10 detect a (rauu, amI to per. 

cei,'e a folly; but it is often n :ry Wrollg to' 

t'xpo/e eitlter. A man of bufincf" fhoulJ ;11way:; 

h:nc his e.'yes 0PI,;Il ; but muft often kcm to han.: 

them !hut. 

In COllrt s, nobody -fllOUld be below your 

management and attelltion; the links th:\t form 
the Court-chain arc innumerable and inconceiv­

ahle. YOli il1l1il hear with p:.lIicnce thc dull gric\'­

;lnces of a Gentleman Uill!:!', or Page of the Back. 
flairs; who, Hr~' probably, lies with fome ncar rc­
lation of the: favourite maid, of the favourite 1\1if· 

trefs, of the fanmrite Minifier, or perl laps of the 
King himfc1f; and who. confequcntly., may do you 

more dark and indin.:Cl' gooci) or harm. dlan,tlie firft 
man of quality. 

One' good lXlnon at Court may be fufficient, pro­
,\·ided you Ilne nQ perfonal enemies; and, in order 

to ha\'t none, you muft £acri1ice (as the' Indians do 

10 the ~il) mofl pf your paffions, and much of 
y:our tim~, to the numberlcfs evil Beings that infeft 
-it; lin orda to prey tnt and a\'cruhc mifchiefs the)' 
:can do you. .' 

A yoUDi 
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A y~ng man, be hi~ merit wn:l.t it will, can 
nc\'c r raile himfdf; but nluA-, li,ke the i \'r round 
t JH~ oak, twine himfelf rollnel (orne man (J f great 

power and intcreft. You !nuft belong to :1 Miniircf 
fome tinie, before :tn)' hocly will belong to yon. 
And an inviolable fi del it \' 10 tbat f'..li ni licr en' n in 

his l.lifgr.1ce , will be meritori(lus, :11111 n.'l'ommr-nrt • 
YUli 10 the next. M iniA ers lon:;\ (lcrlun:li, nluch 

more th:m a party attach menl. 
As Kings arc begotten and born like other men, 

ir i ~ to be pre-fumed that rbc~' :lrC of the human 
{pt.'cic.';; and, prrhnps. had they the lame educa­
tion, they might pro\"c l ike OIlier l1Ie n. Bll t , flat­
tered from tbt if cradles, their he:trt s are corrupted, 
amI t heir he:tds are turned . Co th:lt they (cent 
to be a (pel"ies by Ihemkln!s" Nu Kin g e\'ct 

[:l:d to himfdfJ B QIIIO J iml, nibil bllH/(l1:i a inC alitn llll' 

1':110. 

J-'!:\ttery can not he too flrong for them; drunk 
with ir (rom their infancy, like old d rinkers, tllr-y 
require dT:lms. 

They prefer a perfonai attachment to a pllbli~ 
fcrvlcc , and rcwanl it better. T hey are n.irt ':tnd 

weak enough to look upon if "S a fre c~w i ll offering 
to their merit, and not as a burnt-flcrificc to their­
power. 

If "ou would be 3.. famurite ·of , 'our Kin"'", ad-, . . 
dref'i yourfe!f to his wealcnefles. An appl ication rif 

his.reafon will feldom pro.ve ,'cry fuccefs'Tul. 
In Courts, baihftdne(, sod timidity are as lJ,cJu\n­

'talon one hand, as impudence al)d rafhncfs are 'on 
y 3 the 
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the other.. A fteady aifuranee, and a cool iotre'­
pidity, with an exterior modefty, are the true and 
neceffaTy. menium. 

Never apply for what )'ou fee very little proba. 
bility of obtaining; for you will, by alkiflg impro~ 
per and unattainable things, accuftom the Minifters 
to refufe YOLI fo ofren , that they will find it eafy to 
rcfuf~ you the p;opercft and molt reafonable ones. 
It is a common, but a moft miftaken rule at Court. 
to a1k for everr thing, in order to get fomething: 
you do get fomcthing by it, it is true j but that 
fomething is rcfutals and ridicule. 

There is a Colin jargon, a chit-chat, a fmall tAlk, 
which tu rns lingly upon trifles; and which, in 
• great many words, Cays little or nothing. I~ 

ftands fools iQftead of what they cannot fay, and 
men of fenCe inftead of what they fuould not 
fay. It is the proper language of Le\·ees. Draw .. 
jng-rooms, and Antichambers: it is necdfary to 
know it. 

Whate\'er a man is at Count he muft be gentetl 
Ilnd well·.bred; that cloak cOl'ers 3.i many follies, as 
that of charity does fins. I J,;new a man of great 
quoJiry, and in a great ftation at CO\lrt. confide red 
•• d refpccred, whofe higheft chara8.er was, that he 
1"as humbly proud. and genteelly dull. 

It is hard to fay which is the greateft fool; he 
.ho tfll:i the whole truth, or he who tells no truth 
Jt aU. : ChItr&8.er is as neceffary in bulinefs as in 
~e. · No ~n ~ dec~i .. e oftt;.n in either. 
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At Court, people embrace without acquaiatance, 

(tn.-e one another without fricndihip, and injure oo~ 
another without hatred. lotereft, not fcntiment. 
is the growth of that fuil. 

A diffe1'ence ill opinion, though in the mereft 
triftes, alienates little minds, efpeciallr of high 
ran k. It is full as ea(y to commend as to blame 
a great marl"s cook. or his taylor: it is fharter 
too; and the objeL'ls are no more worth difputing 
about, than the pcople arc worth difputing with. 
It is impoflibk' to inform, but very ea(y to difplealc 
them. 

A ch('arful, cafy countenance and behaviour afe 

very uteful at Court: they make fools think you a 
good-natured man; and they make ddigning men 
think you an undcfigning one. 

There arc tome occafions in which a man muil:: 
fclt half his (C<:rl't in order to conceal the reft: ·but 
there is feldom one in which a man flIould tel.! it all. 
Great ikill is nccdlary to know how far to go, and 
w here to ftop. 

Ceremony is nece{f:l'ry in Courts. as the outwork 

a.nd defence of manners. 
Flattery. though a bafe coin, is the neceffary 

pocket-money :lot Court; where. by c\lftom and con~ 
fent, it has obt.lincd fuch a currency, tbat i.t i~ no 
longer a fraudulent, but a legal !'arment, 

If a Minifter refufes you a reafonable rcqueft, and 
elt~h flights or injures you; if you hnc not the 
power'to gratify your refentment, have the wi~~ 
to co~ and di1femble it. Seeming good humour 

y 4 ~D 
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on your part may pren~nt rancour 'on hi., aDd per .. 

haps bring thi ng~ righ t again: but, if you have the 

power to hurr, him moddll)', that, jfprov()k~d, you 

may poffibly b,\'e tbe will too. Fear. when real . 
and well-founded , is perh:lps a more 'prevailing 
mOli\"c at Courts thln love. 

Al COllrt, m:::.ny more people can burt , dun Gm 
Ilclp yOll : pkalc' the for ,llcr, but engage: the htte r. 

l\w~wanil1d~ is a more rl!a.l difachamage t ban it i'l 
hcncr:tlty t hought to he ; it uften oeca/ions rdicule, 

it always leffe!ls dignlty. 
A man's own good-breeding is his heft [~e urity 

ag:linll other people's jll-mallner~. 

Good-btt'cding carries along with it 3. dignity, 

that i~ f/·fpdh:d by the moO: petulant. ~ll-hreetling 

inyitts and aut horizes the familiarity of the moft 
t imid, No man ever f:,itl a pert thing to the Duke 

'of Marlhorough. No man ever {aid a cl\'il one 

(thou; h many a flattering one) to Sir Robert \"al­
pole. 

\Vhen the old clipped money w:\.s called in for a. 
ncw.coinlge, in King \Villiam's t ime, to pre\'(~nt the 
like for the fu ture, they framped on the edges of the 

crown pie:ces thcfe: 'word" tl DClUJ tI 7'ulallltn. That 
is ex:\&ly the cafe of good-breeding, 

Knowledge nlar give we ight, but aceomplilbments 
only ' 'give luihe ; tnd many more prople fee than 

'weigh. 
, b.foJl arts tequire long ftudy and ~prlic:ltion :. but 
mCo'moft ufeful art of ali, that of pleafing, reqUIres 

Q.IIIr lb. deflrc. 
T, 
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It i!l" to be pmumed, that a man of common fenf.!, 

who docs not defire to pleafc, drfires nothing at all; 
tince he muff know tb.:1t he cannot obtain any thtng 

without it. 
A lkilful Negotiator will moft carefully diftinguifh 

between the: little ::.nd the gre:n ohjdh of his bufi­

!lees, and will Ix :ts frank and c-pen in ti le:! former a3 
• he will be feeret and pe"inaci{)us in tbe latter. 

He will, by Ills manners :1nd addr:(s, tlHleavour, 

~t It!aft, to make his public :l.ti\'erfari('s his perfon31 
friends. He will flaW-r :mfl engage the illall, while 

he eountcnvorks the Milliner; ,wd he will m..-er 
:tlienate people's minds (rom him, by wr:mgling 

for points either abt()lul cly un.:1ttainablc, cr not worth 
!ltu.tning. He will make even a merit of givine: up 
what he could not or would not carry, and fell a tr'ifle 

-for l!. tbollfand limes its vnlue. 
A fo reign Minifter, who is concerned in great 

::tRairs, muft necetELrily have fpies irl his pay; but­
he mud not too eafiiy cr~dit t heir informations, 
which nre never exa81y true. often very falCe. Hili 
beft fpies WI ll alway s b~ ;ho(e whom he cloe!; not pay, 

hut whom he has cng-aged in his [cvice by his dex­

ter ityand addrefs, and who think themfch-c.'I nothing 

lcfs than Ipies . 
There is a certl.in j:ugon, which, in French, 1 

fhould call un Ptljijlfllc d'Affairtl, that a foreign 

Minifier oughno be perfeCtI)' mailer of, and may 
ufe \"Cry advantagcollfly at great emcrt:,jflmenu, in 
mixed c~mpanies . and in all occlltions w~re he muft · 
fpeak, and tbould fay netb~nf':: Vi' ell turned aiicl' 

~'cll 
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well fpokeo. iE ft:ems to mean fomething, though in 

truth it means nothing. It is a kind of political baaj • 
• 4gt, which prevents or remo'lCS a thoufand difficul .. 
ties, to which a foreign Minificr is expofed in mixed 
(;Qnv<:rf.uions. 

If evcr thc vtJto Idolio and the Penjirri .fire/Ji are 
neccfiary. d ll y arc f() in thde affairs. A gra.n~, 
dark, rc!cn'cd. 'and n1yfl:erious air, has ftt1lllnl ill 

e.rl1u. An even, cafy, unembarrafied one im'ites 
confidence, :m(\ leaves no room (ur gndfcs and coo­
je8.ures. 

Both fimulation and diffimulation are abfolutely 
necefiary for a foreign Mininer; and yet they muft 
flop !hart of fallt-hood and perfidy, that middle 
paine is the difficult une: there ability confifis. He 
muA: often feem plcafed. when he i5 \'exed; and 
grue. when he is pleafed; but he mull: never fay 
either: that would be falfehood, an indelible ftain to 
ch:U"ac1er. 

A ,foreign Minifter fhould he a moft exad: (rcono.. 
miff; an cxpencc proportioned to hIs appointments 
and fonunc ii nt:cdfary: but, on the other hand, 
debt i,s ine\lit~\ble ruin to him; it finks him into 
difgrace at the Court where he refides, and into ule 
moA: ft:rl'ilc !lnd abject dependence on the Court that 
fent hint. As he cannot reCent ill ufage, he i$ fure 
to ha\'c' enough ot it. 

The Duc de SuUY' obferves ,·ery jufrly, in his 
Merno1rs. ·that not hing contributed marc to his 
rifc, than that prudent <:economy which he had ob... , 
(0"'04 from his youth; and by which he had ai-

waY' 
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ways a fum of money before-hand, in cafe of emer­
gencies. 

It is very difficu1t to fix the p:1rtlcub.r poi"t of 
crconomy; the beft etror of the two is on the 
p:ufimoniolls fide: that may be corn:B:ed.; the othrr 
cannot. 

The reputation of generofity is to be purchafed 
• 

pretty cheap; it d~ not dt'F'tnd fa much .upon It. 

man's general expence, as it does upon his gi\'ing 
handfomely where it is proper to give at all. A· man. 
for inftance, who fhould give: a fervant four fhillings. 
would pars for covetous, while he who g:wc h~m a 

c.rown would be reckoned gentfous: fo that the dif. 
ference of thofe two oppofitc charatl:ers turns upon 
one fhilling. A mnn's charaCter, in that particular, 
depends a great deal upon the report of his own fer­

vants; a mere trifle above: common wages mak.c:l 
their report favourable. 

Take care always to form your ·eltabli{bment {o 

much within your income as to leave a fufficient fund 

for unexpected contingencies, and a prudent libera­
lity, There is hardly i year in any man's life in 
which a fmall f.m of ready money may not b¢ em­
ployed to great advantage • 

.. Upon the baa oftbe origiaal is....nttetl. in Mr. SrlllbOpe'. 
IalJd ... EluUent Maxims. bOlt more eat,cuhttd for the weri~ 
" Paa of Fruce OJ" Spain thin of ~cL H 

ccccxx:xv, 
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POUTICt\L MAXIMS of the Cardin'll -D.r. R ETZ, 

jn his Memoirs; and tile laIc E.nJ of CHEST}!:!\.­

FIELlJ'S Remarks. 

I: I L Y (ollvent de la folie a conjurer; m:1is il n'y 
a rien Jt p:ucil pour faire le9 gens fages dms Ja (uitt'. 

au moins pour qndque terns. Corume Ie peril dan!!. 

C($ fones ,j'affaires clure m":me ~pr(o'i les occations, 
ron eft prudent ct circonfpc8: dam Its mornem qui 
It:s (uivent. 

::I.. Un cfpri! mediocre, et fufcepti ble par confe­
quent d'iDJuftes defiances. eft de tous l~ caraetere3 
cc:lui qui eft Ie plus orror..; a un bon chef de Parti; 

dont Ia qU:.llit e 1." plus (ouw,nt et b. plus indifpenlil­

blement necetJairt'. eft dt.- .fllpprimer en beauccup 

d'occaiions, et ue cuher en tomes, Ie! (ouPGora 

meme ks plus ltgit imc.~. 

3. Rien g'anill:c ct n'appu'ie plUHlO moU\'emcnt, 
que Ie ridicule de eelui conlre Jequd on Ie fait. 

4' Le fecrct n'('ft JXls fi Tare qu'on 1e cfoir, entre 

des gens qui font accolltumcs a fe .mclcr des gr<lndes 
affitirts . . 

. 5. Defcendre jOfqu'3.uX petits, eft le plui fur mo'r:ft 
de s'egaler aux grands . 

. 6. La mode, qui a dll pouvoir en toutes chafes, 

De 1'a fl· fenfiblement en aucune, qu'" erre bien ou 
_i.-la Conn it y a des terns ou la difgrace eft une 

manlere 
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Ill:loicre ge (eu qui purifie tOtlUS ks ruauvni(c$ qua­

Ilt~s. et qui illumine toutes k~ oono!.;s ; il y a des 

tem5 on ilne tied. pas bien a un honn~te hommc u'c­
trc cli fgraci~ . 

, 

7. L:1 fu uitrance , aux pcr[ullllcs l.run gr;wu lallg. 

tient lieu li"UIW grande ycrtu. 
S. II a ll OC eCpccc de gaJimatias, que 101.. pratique­

flit connoitre quclqucfois ; Ollis qll~ 101. lix.:c.:ul:uion 
nc Lli.t jamai~ entendre. 

9. 'routes k's l'uifEloc("s nc pcun:'nt ricn contre la 
fcpu t::nion ,Jun hOlUll1C qui fc la conicrn! {bns fon 
Corp;;. 

10. On eft ::lUffi foun: nt dllpe p:tf la defiance <loe 

p:lf la con fi ance. 
II. L'ext rclllitc uu mal n 'cft j amais ~ fon periodt. 

que quand ceux qui cOnlmam\cot ont {lcrtlu la hUllt!!; 

IK.ree '111<.' {·'cil: ju(temcnt Ie moment dans lcquc1 ceult 
qui ohci11~nt pcrucot Je rclpcct ; et c'en uans ce 

1l1':me moment que ron rcvicnt ue la l~ thargic ': mai. 
par des convul1i ons.. 

12. II ya un ,"oile qui doit tOl~ours counir tout 
C"(: q,uc ron peut aire, et"tout ce que ron peue croire 
~Iu Droit des . Peuple5~ et de celui des Roi s, qui nc 
~"accordent jaauis [i bien .enfemble (Jue daus ie' [i .. 

leuet!. 
13. Jl Y a des conjonCtures dans lefquclles on ne 

pe/Jt plus faire que des faut(s; r."7a~ 1,11 fortune nc 
;Jet jamai$ les bomme3 dans cec ctar. qui eft de tOUt 

~ plua (llalheureux, e t per[onne n'y tombe que ccux 
qui ;'y plicipitent Pl'r leur faure. 

14· ·n 



!SO ,MIIC'.n&.i: •• Ot1S '!,sea •. 

14- II fied plu!! mal A un Minifuc de dire fes for­
tifes, que d'en faite-. 

IS. Les avis que 1'0n donne a un Miniftre pa11'ent 
pour des crimes, toutes les fois qu'on ne lui eft point 
agrUble. 

16. Aupres des Princes, i1 eft aufli dangereux? et 

prefqu' auffi crimincl, de pouvoir Ie bien, que de 
vouloi r Ie mal. 

17. JI eft bien plus naturd a Ii peur de confulter 

'1ue de decider. 

I H. Ccne circonfiancc paroit ridicule ; mais dIe 
dl fondec. A Paris, dans lcs emotions populaires, 

les plus c:chauffcs nc \'culcnt pas, cc qu'ils apellent, 
fl dejhrllrrr. 

19. 1.3 f1cxibi litc eft de toutcs les qualites 1& plus 
nc:cetfaire pour Ie manicmcnt des grandes affaires. 

~O. On a pillS de peine dans Ies PaTtis, de vivre 
:lvec ccux qui cn font , que (ragir contre eeux qui )" 

font oppol;';s. 

2.1 . Les pIns gr:lncls dangers ant leurs channes, 

pour peu que r on appw;oive de gloire dans 13. per­
fpe8in' des illJll vl is luco's: us mediocres dangers 
n'ont tjue des horreurs, quand b perre de la reputa­
tion eft lLuacht!e a b, mallvaitc furtune. 

Z2. Les c:xtrt:mC5 font toUjOU fS I';)cneux. Mais ce 
fOllt des mo'iells (ages quancl il., font nccellaires: ce 
quiis ont de conIDlant e'elt qn'i !s ne lont jamais rn,e­
diocres, et qu'il~ font dcci fif~ qU:\nd ii, font bons. " 

' 123. II ,? a des conjonA:ures ou 13. prudence m!me 
ordonne de ne confllhcr que Ie chapitre des accidens;; 

S4-n 
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24. n n'y a ncn dans Ie monde qui o'ait fon m~ 

m~nt dccifif; et Ie chef d'ccuvre de 1a bonne con­
uuitt!, eft de connoitre et de prcnure f' C ;"ill!lment. 

25. L'.tbomination joint au riJieuh.' Lit It- phis 
uangcrcux.ct Ie plus irremediable de I"OUS h:s com­
pole:;. 

:!:fi. us gens foibles ne plicnr jam:lis quand jls Ie 

dol\'ent. 
27. R ien ne touche et n"t;ll1cut r:l.IIt 1("5 pCllples, et 

meme Ics Cmnp.1gnic5, qui ticnn(:nt heaucoup du 

peuple, que ]a vari<:t~ des fpcf.tacb. 
28. us exelllp[cs elu palle tOlH.: hcnt. f.1O~ compl.­

Uif(lO plus lcs homme'S, que CCII:>:' de kur !i(c\e: 

nous ROUS :KCOUlUl110IH it lOut , ' C que nml~ niioIls; 

ct peuh'trc qu:= Ie ('unruht du CIJc";il d<! C:digub 
fie nollS auroit pa~ tam li\rpris que nullS nou~ rima: 
glnons. 

:1:9. Les homOle~ (uibb fc Jaini.:nr aJler ordinaire­

ment 3\l plus grand hmit. 
30, II ne (aut jamais contcficr ce qu'on ne croit 

IXl5 pou\'oir oblcnir. 
31. Lc momcnt Ol!. Yon rCGoit les plus ht:ureufes 

nouvelles, eft juficmcllt cclui ou i1 faut redoubler 

Con attention pour lei petite". 
32. Le poumir d.1ns lei peuplc,> eft f;) che ux, en 

ce qu'il nous renll rdponfables de cc QU'j Js font mal­
y,j6 nous. 

33. L'une tIcs plus grands incommoditcs d.es 
guerrcs ci\'ile" eft, qu'i1 faut encore p.lus a'appli­
cation a: cc: que ron ne doit pas dire a [cs a:rni~J qu'.il 

,e que roo .doit faii'e contre fes ennemis, 

34. " . 



35Z M1 SCELLAKIOU'S 'l'IEC1UI. 

34. ]J n'ya point .de qualitc ,qui dcpare tant'lln 
gr~no homme, que de n'ctre pas jufte a prendre Ie 
moment -d ecifif de la reputation. L'on ne Ie manque 

prefque jamais que pour micux prendre cclui de la 
fortune; c'eft en quui ron fe trompe, pour 1"ord i­
naire ooublemeN, 

35, l..a ,'ue la plus commune dans Ics imprudences, 
c'eft celIe que l'bn l. de la poOibilitc des rclluurccs. 

36, TOllte Compagnie eft peuple; a.infi tout y <1 L:­
pend des inibm. 

37. T out ce qui paroit h:l7.ardeux-, ct qui pour­
b.m ne l\:ft pas, eft prefque tUlijours fage. 

38. us gen~ irrclolus pn.:nncnt toujOllrS, avec f.1. 
~ilit~, les ouvcrtllres qui les me.ne'nt :\ deux chemins, 

et qui pl r conblut"lIt ne l e~ prcllt:nt p:J.~ cforter. 
39' II n'y a point de petits Pl.s (lan" ks grandcs 

:lffaires, 

40. JI y a. des tems au certaines gens ant tOluours 
raiCon. 

41. Rieo ne perfu3de tant les gens qui ont pen de 
fens que ce qu'ils n'entcndcnt pa~ . 

42.. II n'eft pas fnge de fai re, dans Ie faCtions , 0\\ 

ron n'eft que fur la dCf<.'nfive. ce qui n'eft pas prefi t: . 
. Mais l'inqu ictude des fuba!terncs, eft la chofe la plus 
incommode dans ces rcncon tres ; ils croient que, des 
qu'on n'agit pas, on dl: perdu. 

43. u s chef:; c1f..ns les factions n'en font les mait~s. 

qu'atltMt qo'ils f<?vent prt Hnir ou appaifer Its mut" 

mUtts. ,/ 
#. Quand la fra'ieur eft 'fcnue ;t un ccrtain point, 

.el1e produit les memes effets que Ie tcmerite. 

45· II 
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45. 11 eft auffi neceffairc de choifir it's mots dans 

Ies grandes aft;"ires, qu'il eft fuperilu de les choifir 
dans le5 petites. 

46. Rien o'cff plm r:lfe ni rIm rliflici k ::HrX Mini­
fire5 qll'UI"l ctrtain nH:n:l,?l'!TIr' llt d;lOS k ("al111(; qui 

fuit imm'::diatcmen: k~ g ran.1~:; t ~mp€ l C's. P:H("C yut! 
la flatterie y redouble, ~t que i:1 dC~l :l.!lcc o'y eu p:l.S 

Lteinl e. 

47. II oe faut pas nOU$ c1wquc r Ii fort des (autes 

de ("tuX qui ionc nl)~ amis, ,plt: nOll '> (.; 1\ donniolls d e 

r:tx,1m,1ge:1 ccux contn' kl(prd~ n,)r r ~ :1~ ilJ; Jns . 

48. Lc talent d'infinucr elt plus utik que celu i de 

per(u;llh: r, puce que ron 1X:1lt inlinller :\ t{Jut Ie 

Illonde, ct que ron nc pcrfuadc prd(lue p.mais per­
ron ne. 

4<). Dan, \l·s m:1.ti0rc ~ qui n(' (ont p:t~ fa"orabks 

par cllc~ - !ll ,: m~s, trllrt ("\)l!lgolli: nt llui n\1l pas nc­
n:fLire ci"t p~"fni l' i c llx parce qu'il (:"ft udiellx. 

50. II hut b ire mir it CCll:~ qui font naturdlcment 
fuihll'5 tOutCS fortes (J"abjmc ~ ; p:ucc qu e ,'eft Ie H:li 

mu'lcn ,k Ics obliger de fit y..: tto.:r dam Ie premicr che­

min qu'on lcur ou\'re. 
51. L'on duir hn:mlcr Jc poffib!e toutes Jes (oi1 

qUt ron ti.: i::nt cn ftat dt protj ~t'r me me UU manque­

n-,ent de flJ(:ci~s . 

52. u ; hom:nes irr'; folus Ii: d';l&nr.in~nt difficiIe. 

11>';Ut pour Jcs m(JIC;"I S, quoiquc me me ih {client dCler­

mines pour la !In. 

5,5: C'-.:-ii: prefqur: jeu fur, awc les homm~fourbes, 
de: leu (aire croire que 1'00 n:ut tromper ceux que 

l'on 'n:ut ferv-ir. 
VqJ .. IV. Z ,54. L'UD. 
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54, L'un des plus grand~ embarras que J'on ait 
:1XCC Its Princes , c'eli: que ron eft fouvent oblige, 
par la conl j d'~r:l.i j(m de kllr propre favice, de JCUl' 

donner dC's confeih dont on nc peut pas leur dire les 

\"crirablt:s r.:.irlJ!ls, 
55' Quand UII [C IroU\'e oblige de faire un difcours 

que ron prc\'oit 1)C dev oir pas agrecr, r Oil ne peut 
lui tlonner trop d 'apparcllce de finccritc: parce que 
e'cft J'unique roo"icn de radoncir . 

.st), Un ne <loit jalllais fe joucr avcc la fa\'eur: on 

nc b pellt nop :':nhra!1cr qu:md clle eft veritable; on 

lie b petit trtlll ~ l oig;ncr qllanti cHe eft f:lUfie. 
57. II y;1 de rincol1n'llicnt a ,'cngager fur des 

fuppofitions do! (e que ron croit impofIiblc; et pour­

t ant il /l'y a I";<.'n d(' fi commnn. 

58, La rl11part dC's hommes cxaminent mains le s 
raifolls de ct.: qu'un leur propore contre leur fenti­

ment, que eelles qui pcu\"cnt obliger eclui qui les 

propote de ,;'co fen-il" 
59. Tout (:c qui eft vuid", dans Ie'S terns ell.! fil&ion 

et <i'intrigue, palle pour n\Vncriw'li: dans les efpril' 
tic ccux qui nc rOllt pas aCCOUlumc~ aux grandes af- " 
faires. 

:60, Jl n'cft jamais permis 11. un infcrieur de s'egalcr 

en rurolcs a cclui it qui il doit du refpelt, quoi qu'il 

s', cg~lc dans l'af,t.i on. '" 
61 . 'rom hommc que la fortune feule, par quelque 

accident, a hit hommc public, de\'ient prefque tou­
joun avec Ull peu de ~\1lS un particulier ridicule. 
" ~2.. lA plus grande imperfeCtion des hommes eft, 

1& t.ompl~ifaoce qu'ils tl"ou,"ent a Ce perCuadcr que 
Its 
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10 autres ne font point exernts des dcfauts qu'its, fe 
reeonnoifft·nt a eux memes. 

63' H n 'y a que l'expC rienee qui puiITe :tpprcndre 
aux Jromrnes a ne pas pr~f!Srer ce qui lcs pique dans 
Ic prcrcnt, a ce qui Its dOlt toucher bien ph!:> elTen. 
tiellcmcnt dans l"l\'cnir. 

6.+. II fam s'appliqucr, avec ioin,.thns Ics gr:lndes 
:lff:lires encore plus que dans les :mtfeS, a fe dCfendre 
du gOllt qu'oll (rom'e pour la plaii~nteric. 

65. On ne peut alfu prefer Ies moindrcs mots, 
dans les grandes affaires. 

66. II n'y a que la contination du bonhcur qUl 
:fixe la plupart des amiti~s. 

67. Quiconque affemblc Ie peuple, l'cmcut. 

TRANSLATI ON 0,., CARDINAL DE RE'Yl',. 

l)OL ITICAL MAXIMS. 

1. I T is often madncfs 'to eng3ge in a confpiracy ; 
but nothing is fo effeCtual to bring people afterwards 
to their fcoles. at lc:lfi lor a time. As in fueh un~ 
dcrt::tkin gs, the danger fubfiih, evcn after the bufi~ 
ods is o\'er; this obliges to be prudent and circum­
fpeCt: in the fuccccd ing momeots. 

2.. A middling l1oderil:anding. being fufceptible 
of unjuft fufpicions, is confequeutly, of "l charac­
ters, tbe Teall: fit to head :l f:iCt:ion ;-as the moll: in­
difpenfabte qualific;:.rion in fuch a Chief is; to fuP'" 

Z ~ pr~, 
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prefs, in m:my occafion5, and to conceal in all, e"eft 
the beft-grounded fl1fpicions, 

3- Nothing animates ::mrl gives fhcngth to a'com. 
motion . fo much as th e rid ic ule of hi m againft whom 
it is raifed. 

4- Among people tl fed to affiLir5 of moment, fe­
Ctc:cy is much lc[s uncommon than is ge nerally be­
lic,"ell. 

5. Dcfcc:nding to the Little ; is the furdl: way of 
!attain ing to 3n t'quali ty with tnt: Gre:lt. 

6. Fafl1ion, though powe rfu l in all things, is not 
more fo in any, than in heing well or ill at Court. 
Then.' are lime .~ , when di fg race is:l kind of tire, thal 
purifies an had qualiti e3 , and illumin3tes every good 
one. There are 01 hers , in which the being our of 
fa\-oIlT is unhccol]li ng :l man of ch:tr:1f.te r. 

7. Sufttrings. in people of the firft ran k, fupply 
the want of vi Ttue. 

8. There is a confufed kind 
pta8ice fomr.times te::\ches; but 
derftood by fpeculation. 

of jumble, which 
is never to bt: un -

9. The greatefi: Powers cannot injure a man's ella. 
raaer, whofe rtputation is unblemifhed among hi9 
party. 

10. We arc: as often duped by diffidence as by 
confidtnce. • 

II. The greaten e"its are not arrh'ed at their ut­

matt period, until thole who are in power have loft 
all ftnft'of fhame. At fuch a time. rhofe who 1hould 
.obev iha.k.e oft' all refped and fubordination. . Then 

;, 
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is kthargic indolence roufeu; but roufed by (on .. 
vulfions. 

11.. A \'cil ought always to be drawn O\'c r whitt~ 

eYer m.1)' be filid or thought (oncnning til!: rights of 
the people, or of Kings; which agrc<: bdr when 
lea.ft mentioned· . 

13. There are, :It times, iillatio.os (0 "cry \m(ur~ 

tUllate, that whatevcr is unJcrt:lkcn muil be wru ng. 
Chance alone nc\'cr throws people into fuch dilem­
mas; :lnd they happen only to thofe wila bring tllt:m 
upon tht:mfeln·s. 

14. It is mure unbecoming:l Miniftcr to fay, than 
to do filly things. 

'5' The ad\' i(c ginn to a Minifter, by an obnox­
ious p.:rfon, i5 al\\'ays thought bad, 

16. It is :lS dangerous , :lnd :lImon as criminal, 
with Pri nces, to h;l\'C d Ie' power of doing good, as 
the will of doing evil. 

17, Timorous minds arc mw.:h more inclined to 
deliberate than to rero]ve. 

J H. It itppears ridicL!lous to aifert. but it is not the 
IcC .. true, that at Pari~, during popular commotions, 
the moll: violent will not quit their lJomes pad & 

Dated hour. 
J9. Flexibil ity js the moft requitite qualification 

for the management of great atf\irs. 
2.0 . It is morc difficult for the member oC a fae ... 

... This M~:'I.illl, II wdl ;11 fcvl"ral othtl'l, e"ide~, pr<We tbq 
Wele wriuen by a. nun Cubjed to defpotic i o,'ernrnc.nt. . 

Z 3 tWn 



358 M15CELLANXOtl'S Plac 'z"!. 

tion to li"e with thofe of his own party, than to att 
againll thofe who oppore it. 

21. ' t"he grC"1.telt dangers haye their allurements, 
if the want of fUt:ccls is likely to be :lttended with Ii 

d egree (If glory" 1'vli ddlin6 dangers are horrid, when 

the lars of reputation is the inevitable confequence 
of ill f\lcrcr~. 

~.!" Vi olenr meafures 3rc always d:mgerous, hilt, 

when necdlarv. may then be looked \1pOn as wife. 
They ha\'e, howeyc l. the advantage of 1;("1' (,[ being 
matter of indiffercncy; and, when well concerted, 
mull he tled l ve. 

:23. There may he circumfiances, in which even 
prudt"nce dirdh us to truft inti rely to chance. 

!l4. Every thin~ in this world has its critical mo­
ment; and t!~e height of good .conduct conftfis in 
knowing ancl ft"izing it. ' 

2.5. l'roftigacy, joi ned to ridicule, form the mof\: 
"abomin:tble and moil dangerous of all characters. 

~6. We.lk m i l1d~ never yield when they ollght. 

~7' Variety of fights have" the gre.lteft effeCt upon 
the mob, and alfo upon numerous atfemblies, who, 
in many refpcch. refemble mob. 

,8. Examples taken from paft times have infinitely 
more power over the minds of men , than any of the , 
age in which they hn:, Wh:\ten:r we fee. grows fa~ 
mi!iaT; and. perhapt, the Confuhhip of Caligula's 
Horfe might not have aftonifhec.1 us (0 much as we 
'art apt tdfmagtne. 

:19 Weak minds arc: commonly overpowered' oJ 
,lamour, 

so. w. 
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30. We mIght ne,'cr to contend for whn we :1rc 

not likely to 'obtain . 
31. The infunt in whic h wt' rcccin" the IlWrt fa-. 

.... ourable accollnts is juH: that whcrci:1 we ollght to 
redouble our yigihnl:c , even in rc:?;arJ to the molt 
tri fl ing circumft :lllces. 

32. It is dangerous II) h.we a kn'!wn inflllence over 

the people ; as thereby we hf.Come re fpo nfible e"en 
for what is done aga;llft our wil l. 

33. One of the grcateft d illicultic.:; in e;";1 war i .~ . 

that more a rt is required to know what fh ould be 
ooncc3.led from our fri ends, than what ought to be 
done againft OUl' enemies. • 

34. Nothing lower::; a g reat man fo muc h, as not 
fcizi ng t he dccifive moment of railing 1 11~ re putation. 

T hi s is fddom llcgkftetl , hut wilh a " iew 10 for­
tune ; hy which mi ltake, it is not unl1fual to lUi fs 

both. 
35. The poffibi liry of remedying im prudent aC­

tJOns, is commonly an in{luccmen t to commit them. 

36. Evcry numerolJs atfemnly is mob; con(e~ 

quently c" ery thing the re depends upon inaanta.~ 

neous turns. 

3'7' \Vhatc"cr mcafurc feeills haurdous, and is in 
reality not 10, is gencrally :1 wife one. 

38. Irrefolute minds always ,J\dopt with facility 
whate l'cr me.lfures cm admit of different iffues, and· 
confequently do not require an abfolute decifion. 

59. In momcntous affairs, no ftep is :'h.iifferent. 
40. There a.re (ime. in whi,h ten~in people are 

always i{l the light. 
41. Nothing 
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41. Nothing con\'inces perfons of a. weak un<kr. 
!tanding fa effeCtually, as what they do not comprc. 

hend. 
4~' '\Then Fa8:ions are only upon the defen{h'C, 

they ought nt'\'c r 10 do that wbieh may he ddayed. 
Upon {lleh occafiUn5 , notl :ing is 10 trou bieforne as 
the tdddrnefs of fubalterns, who think a fta~ of 
inaCt ion Imal denrut9:ion, 

43, Thor!! wbo head FaCtions ha'-e no way of 
m.;.iuwining their a.uthority, but by preVcoti'lg or 
quieting difcontent. 

44. A catain ,degree of fear produces the fame 
effects ol.!\ rat11nefs-. 

45, In affairs of importance, the choice of words 
is of as much confl'q uence, as it would be fupcrfiu~ 
ous in thofe of little moment. 

46. During thofe calms which immediately fuc;. 
cud "ioleot ftormli, nothing is more difficult for 
M inifters than t o aCt properly; becaufe~ while 
flattery increafes, fufpicions are not yet fllbfided. 

47. Tbe faults of our friends ought ne\"~r to anger 
us fa far, as (0 give an advantage to our enemies. 

48. The talent of infinu3tion is more ufeful than 
that of perfuafion ; as every body is open to infinu. 
arion, bl1t fcarcc any to perfuafion. 

4Q. In matters of," delicate nature, all unnece:tTary 
alter:nions ar..: dangerous; becaufe odious. 

5c. The belt way to compel weak-m.inded people 
to adopt di& opinion, is tb frighten them fwm ··aU 
other,; by ffi.gnifying thei, danger. 

$" We 
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51. 'Ve Inuft run all .la.azards, whcre we think 
ourfe\ves in a fiwation [0 rc.ap fome ad\'anta~, c't'ea. 
from thc want of fuerefs. 

51.. Irn.-(olu tt.! mel' :ire d it!idenr in refolvinr; upon 
the M'::.l Il S, c\'en ..... hen they are determined upon 

tlJC End . 
53. It IS almofl a furc gJ.me, \\'l~h crafty mcn, to 

make them In' lic\'c we intend to dcrci\'c thole whom 
wc mean !O Ji.n 'c, 

54, One of the grcaldl:: difficulties with Princ:ea 

j ~ the hei ng o l~cn obliged, in oruer to ferve them, 
to g:\'C advice the true rC.lCons of which we dare not 
Olen tlon. 

55- The fily ing fbings wh ich wc {ordec wiUllot 
be plcafing , <::10 only be foftcilcu by the greueftap­

pear:m"l' of :fi nn.:!' ity. 
56. \V C ougltt nevcr to trifle willi favour. If rcal, 

we illOUkl haH:ily fcizc the :wvamage; if pretended, 

avoitl the allurement. 
57, If is vcry inconfequent to enter into (IA~ge­

mcnts upon fuppofitioflS we think impoffible; and 
yet it is vcry ufual. • 

58. The gencr.llity of mankind ply lefs attention 
to arguments urged againft thtir opinion, than to fuch 

as may engage the dirputant to adopt tht:ir own. 

59' In times of f.l(~tion and intrigue, whatev.er 
appears intrt is reckoned myfterious by thofc who 
Are nor accuftomed to affairs of moment. 

ho .. It is .Rever allowable, in an jnft~l{, to equal 
himfelf in words. to a fUpeTlor, although he may ri .. 

va) him io altioD$o 
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61. E\·try man whom chance alone flu, Ly fome 

accidtnt, made: a public ch:na8e:r, hardly ever faib 

of becoming, in a fhon t ime, a ridiculous private. 

one. '" 
62- T he: greateH: imperfection of men i5, the 

c~plaC(:ncr with which ~hc}' arc will ing to think 

others mlt fre e: from faults of ..... hich they are thcm-. . 
fdvC5 CIXlf..:!OU5. 

63. Expt'rjcnce only can teach men not to prefer 

.. hat fi:rikt:~ them for the prefent moment to what 

.ill ha\"c much greater weight with tbern hereafter. 

6';" In the management of imporrant bufinefs, all 
tum to rai1ltry muil be more carefully al"Oided than 

in an}' ot her. 
65. In momentous tranfaCl:iollS, words cannot be 

fufficiently weighed. 

f..6. T he permanency of man frjcndfhips depends 

upon . the c,ont inuity of good fonune. 

67· 'Vhocvcr aIf~mbJcs the multitude, will raife 
commotions. 

CCCClQiXVI. 
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CCCCXXXVJ. 

LORD CHESTERFIELD's RE~U'RKS Ul'Olf 

THE FOII.EGOING MAXIMS. 

I HAVE taken the trouble of ntralbng and col~ 
Idling, for your lIf!:, the foregoing Political Max_ 
ims of thr Cardinal de Ret7-, in hi s Memoirs. They 
arc not :tphorifms of his invention, but the true and. 
juft ohfcn'ations of his own experience in the CO\l"1: 

of great bufincfs. My own experience attens 1h~ 
trulh of them a!1. Read them over with attention. 
as here abO\'c; and tht!n read with the fame attention, 
and foul de fuiu. the Memoirs; where you will find 
the faCts and charach:rs from whence thoCe obferva:­
t ions are drawn, or to which they are applied; and 
they will reciprocally help to fix each other in your 
mind. ] hardly know any book Co necdrary for 11 

young man to read a~d remember. You will there 
find how great bufinefs is teally carried on; very 
d iflcrently from what r~op'e, who have never been 
concerned in it, imagine. You will there fee what 
Courts and Courtiers really ate, and obferve that 
they are neither (0 good as th:y lhould be9 nor fa 
bad as they are thought by moll people. The Cnurt 
Poet •. and the fullen, c1oifl:er~d Pcdan~ .. are equally 
miftaken in thei r notion~, or at leaft in the accounts 
they giovt US of them. You will o~fen'e the coolnefs 

ID 
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in general, the perfidy in [orne cafes, and the truth 

in a ,'ery few, of Court friend1bips. This wjll teach 

you the prudence of a geueral diiiruft; and the im­
prudence of making no (.'xccption to that fule, upon 

gooq and tried grounds. You will fee the utility of 

good-breeding, towards one's grcatefi enemies; and 

t he t,irJ, impn.:dence and folly of either infuiling: 

or injllfivus expreHiuns. You will finJ, in the Car­

dinal's own charaCter, a ftrange, bur by no me.1ns 
i;l' H!'l[CmmOn miXtuf(" of high and low. good llnd 

bad, parts and indiftrction. In the chara£lcr of 
)..Ionfieur Ie Due d'Orkans, you m:l.y oblerve the 
·modd of weaknc/s, irrefolution, and fear, though 

w~th very good parts. III 1bort, rou will, in c,·cry 
page of that book, fcc that ftrange, inconfifient, 

crea.turl!, Man, juft as he is. If you wOtlld know 

that period of hiitory (and it is well worth knowing) 

cOl=redly. after you have read the Cm.lin:ll's ~le­
mairs, you ihould read thofe (If Joly, ami of Ma­

..dame de Mottevjlle; both which throw great light 
upon the firn-o By all thofe accounts put together 

it appears, thlt A nne of AU1hia (witb great fub­

mill ion to a Crowned nead do I elY it) was a 8-:-. 
$lle had fpirit and courage without pariS, devotion 

without commer) Illoral ih', and lewdnefs without 

,.ndernefs either to juftify or to dignify it. lIer two 
i.Cn~ wert: no more 'lkwis the Thirteentb's than they 
were mine; and, if Buckingham had ftaid a little 

'lollger I flit would probably han: had another. by 
bun. 
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wrdinal Maurin was a gn::n kn:\\+e, but no great 

man: much m(lfe cunning than ahlt; {candaloul'lr.: 
• 

I~lfe , anu dinily greedy. As for his enemy. Car ... 
din:li de Retz, I can truly c:lll Il im a lOan of gre.t 
p.l m , but J C3nnot c.llI him a gn::1t In HI. He 
ncn," r wa, (I) mu ch Cu 3! in his rel"iremcnt. The 

ladic~ bad th ton a great. and have always h:l.d (ome 
fhare in Srate affairs in Fr.mec : -t he (pring and the 
fhe:ams of their politi(s h:1\'c o.lw.1)'s bcen, and 
always will Ix' , Ihe interdl of their prcr"nt Lo\'u, 
or their refemment againft :\ diiC:mled aOf"t-perfi­
cl iollS one. M uncy is their great ohjdl:; of whicb 
they are extrcm('!y greedy, if it coim.: ide~ with their 
arr:tngcmcnt with the LO\"cr for the time bt-ing : 
but Irue glory. and public good , never cnter into 
t hei r head s. T ',cy are :UW3YS h'Ul"erncd by rhe mm 
t hey Ion: , and they al ways govern Ih!; man who 
JO\"C5 them. H e or !he. who I ()n'~ the moft, is 
alw3.y~ gover ned by him or her who Jonos the leafr. 
Madame de Muntb:11.oll governed 1\1cmficur do 
Beaufort, who was font! of her; whereas ~e \l'~S 

only proud of his r:mk. and popularilY. T he Drudi 

for the ti me hcing always go\"crned Madame anct 
M[l.demoifc:!1e de Chcncu!c, and flec reu ) beit 
politics" Madame de Longtlcyi llo.! gove rned hrt 
brother the Prince de Conti. who was in love wid~ 
her; but I\Lrfillac, with wrtom {he was in lo~; 

.gol"erned her. In all female poliTics, the ,lead. it 
ccrtai,nly not the pan that t.lkes the le.ct ... tht true, 
and Cecret fpring lies lower ant! deeper. La Pata­
tine, whom the CardinJ.l celebr:ucs as the a.bIeft and 

.... It 
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moft fentible woman he ever f!let with, and who 
leems to have aBed more fyftcmatically and confe. 

queolially than any of them, 11:.1rts afide however, 
and d~viates from her plan, whencrer the in tcrefrs 
or the inclinatioru of La VieuviIJc, her Lmcr. re­

quire if. I will add (though with grcat fubmiffion 
to a late friend of yours at Paris) that no woman 
ever yet either reaf~med or aCted long together coo­
fequentiaHy; but fome little tiling, [amI! love, fome 
relentment, fome prefcm momentary intereft, fome 
fuppofed flight, or fome humour, always breaks 
in upon and overfl!ts their molt prudent refolutions 
and fchemes . 

• 

CCCCXXXV][. 

CONSIDERATIONS "pon the Repeal of the 
Li.mitation, relative to Foreigners, in the Act of 
Settlement. 

THE particular Limitation, relative to Foreign. 
ers, in the All of Settlement, and now to be re­
pealed, was marked out a.s 'Peculiarly facred by 
ule firft Parliamentlf and thlt no uncornplaifant 
one, of the bte King, hy ena8ing, that that 
Limitation. tpouid be infefted in all future aC\s of 
Nat\lraii'l.a(ion; and it was fo, even in the ole\: 

for 
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for n:tll1mlizing the Prince of Or:lnge, the l(ir;g',S 

lon~in - l:tw. 

But. it fccms , lVl effieurs Pre\"ot, nouqllct. :md 
IJthl~rs , :lie now to rccci\'c :1 mark of lliltincEon 
which the king's fon-in-Iaw could not ,!Jell ()[)­
tain. Hut, t an the fallll';lH.1u1r,CllCC, hrro:aftrr, crer 
he r('ftllCd to foreign Protdbnt Pril!ces~ of the 
highcft hirth. and gre3.tcft Il~~'rir, and, lll:l..nyof 
them, nearly rcbled to 11is ~1aJdi' Y and the R ' l\'al 
Family; who may, vcry ptol)J.bl~, prefer the 

Britilh len icc to <1ny otl:cr? 
The poor military :lfgu:u('ntli, urgcu in j l.ltti fi­

cllion of the R cpcal of tll: , mol' [I ,'ru'l L\\\·, are 
toO trifli ng to bc die true om's, ant! tuo wrct(:hC'd to 
be fcriou(\y an1\vcrcd, ulll e(; by the unfortunate 

llriti 01 Ofriccrs: who arc htreby, in a manner, de­
chrnJ. .1ntl (;Jl.lc1:cu 10 be incJ.jllblc of d,)illg the 
dilly of Clptaim, M 'ljo~~, !:.!Jr • 

. s..Jtnc othcr n;:\fvi" 1!i1,'"refnr.:, n:u(t he fOllght fur; 

:lnl\, perhaps, iT is but too ('..:\tily ffllllH..L 

i\hy it not be p,-rieu/llm I :(,.1mlu in anima ':JiJi ? 
]f Ihi s goes dvwrl, it {h.:ill be (oU(lI''l"d; fome foreign 

l'rillC"c, ot a\lowcddnerit, flull 1U1kc th e f:rJl ap­
pl il'ation 10 the Cruwr" and H} rlie Parl i;lmcnr , for 
the fame 1":1.\'Our wllich wa~ {flown co Mt!:licu rs 
1'r('\'ot, fiOLlljlLct, amI. C0:11P·In}'. em lither of 

"htm,' in CO:1Irr-.o1l tlcce ncy , rcf~"c it? Bcr.'!e ~ that, 
perhaps 3. lime mar come, when G t ner.t1s, and Cu­
pcrior 9fficcrs, nl ily be as much wanlt:d.,jl~£ogla[}d, : 

as great Clptaiu$ and Majors arc now wanted in. 

Amc:ric". 
Great 
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Great r'vil$ ha\'e always fuch trifling beginnings, 
to {mooth the way for tbem infenfibly; as Cardinal 

de Retz mofl juftly oblen"es, when he fays, that 
he i5 perfUantd, that the Romans were c::.n ; ~d on 
by luch 11l;l.dc .~ and gradations of mikhief :;;:, I ex¥ 

travagancy. a; r.or to have heen much furpri1ed or 
• 

alarmed, when Caligula declared his intention of 
mak mg Lis horr~ Con fill. So t/,3t, by the natural 
pro~rdfion of precedents, the next generation may 
pro!J:.Lhly fee , and t:VI~n without lurpnfe or ab­
horrenct:: , FOft'igners commanding your troops, 
and ,"oti:tg the: fllpplit5 for tbcm in booh HOllieS of 
Parl iament. 

As to the pr,.,ended 11tility of thefe fort:ign He­
roes, it is impotli ble to anf\\'er fuch arguments ft­

rionny" 'Vaat experience evinces the m:cC"fli ty? 
Cape Dre ton. the ftronge!l place in America, W.lS 

Tery irrcgpbrly taken, in the laft war, by our 
irregular American troops. Sir "'~illiam Johnfon 
la.tely beat, and took man: irregularly, the regu. 
hr Genl."n.l D ietkau, af the head of his regular 
fOTl;'es: and General Braddock, who was mofi: 
judicioufly fc:ldled out of thl:: whole Britifh army 
to be OW' SCip:o AllIericanuJ, was very irregularly 
defiro),cd by unfecn, and to this d:ly unknown, 
ellemlt$. 

• lkw win thefe foreign Heroe~ agree with the 
Englifh Officers of the [,1me corps, who are, in a 
manner, by"A(t of Parliament, de~lared upfit .for 
tbeir buf1nefs~ t.iJl inftrllCled in it by" the great 
foreign mafters of Homicide r \Vjll tbey not a"Ca 

3 ~ 
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be more itlc1ined to advile th3n to obey their Colonel; 

to interpret, than to t'xecute his onlers l \Vill th~y 
co-operate properly with our Ame:ican troops and 
Officers, whom they will certainly look. upon, and 
treat, as an inexperienced and undifciplined rabble l 
010 it poffibly be orhl:' rwlle? or, can 'it be won· 

rlered at, when thofe Genrlemen Jmow, that they 
are appointed Officers by one A(~ of Parliament, 
OUld at the expellce of another, the moll facred of 
the ftatute-book. ? 

O! but there is to he .out one half of the OfficerJ 

of this thundering u gion, who are to be Foreigners: 

fo much the wade ; for then, according to the 

principle bid down, it can be but half difcipJined. 

Beftdes, the lefs the ohje8:, to which a very great 
objeCl is facrificed, the more abfurd, and the more 

fufpiciollS fuch a {acrifice becomes. At firft, this 
whole legion was to confift of all Foreigners, Field .. 

officers and all; which, upon the principle of the 
abfolute utility and neceffity of foreign Officers, was 

much more rational; ~ut, thus mitigated, as it i. 
called, is a thoufand time! more abfurd. And how 

does it frand now? Why truly, the facred At\. of 
Settlement is to be ~led, and in the tenderefr part, 
for the fake of fome forei~ Captains and Mtjors, 
who are to be cOE1'lm&nded by Jlritifh fuperior ofti.. 
c.it, who. by thiJ A& of Puliam .... are fuppoCed 
not to know their trade. 

o.. •. w b<ud (but oao bean • ...... I'alf. 
ocpono). obauhi. Mulllfdoeme-..... f ..... ti ... "f!~ 
qualhed by hiI ~. _ ,... ... ' ... ....... 
'.0£. IV. A-. adi J 
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ncfs; and, from 'the rightnefs of the thing, I am 
iqdined to belien' that it is true: and [ am fure 1 

will not fuppofe, that eyer that might be among the 
rcafoos for h:fuming it in this fi13.pc. and forcing it 
down tile throats of the reluer:lnt nation: but this is 

certain, That it was once dropped, and at fame ex­

pence too. The (oreign Heroes were contented with 
M oney illftcad of Laurels, and were going away 

about. their own bufinch; but, perhaps, a conde­

fccrUlon Lo the unallimnus wiilies of the whole peoplt 
of Englfind, 01 Itajl, was looked upon as a dangerous 

precedent. and the repeal of the ACt: of Settlement 
as an uftful onc. Dut, however, I will have c.indour 

enough to bdic,"e , that this was merely an abfurd, 
wrong-headed mcafurc; for, if I did not, I muft 

think it the wickcde1l: that ever was pufhed . 

• 

CCCCXXXVIll. 

AXIOMS IN TRADE. 

To (dl, upon ·the whole) more than you buy. 
To buy your materials as cheap, and to feU your 

manufadurd as dCfT. as you can. 
To cafe the manufadurcrs, as much as poffible, 

of all taxes and burtbens. 
·.1'0 la,.rm.n or DO dutie, upon your own. manu­

faa""; exported, and to lay high cIutiea upon all 
..... iF _.r.&rw iII>pon<do. 

So 
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To lay fmall or no duties upon foreign materials, 
that are neceffary for your own manuf:lctur~'~ ; but' 
to lay very high duties tlpon, or father totally prohi­
bit, the exportation of fuch of your o\\" n materials 
as arc necdrary for the rnanufaCtllf{,s of other coun­
tries; as '~lool, F uller·s -earth. &c, 

T o keep the intereft of money. low, that people 
may place thei r money in trade. 

Not to imagine (as people commonly do) that it is 
either prudent or poffiblc to prohibit the exportation 
of your gold and fih'er, .,·hethcr coined or uncoined. 
For, if the b:tlancc of trade be againft you, that is, 
jf you buy marc than you fcll, you mllft necdfarily 
make up that differencc' in money; and your Bullion 
or your Coin, which are in effect: the fame thing, mnn: 
and will be exported, in fpite of all laws. But if 
you fell more than you buy, then forei gners muO: do . 
the fame by you, and make up their "deficiency in 
Bullion or Coin. Gold and fih'er are but mercllan­
diu, as well as Cloth or Linen; and that nation that 
buys the leaft. and fells, the moil, muil always havc 
the moft money. 

A free trade is alway' carried:on with more ad"2n~ 
tage to the public, than an exclufive one by a com­
pany. But the particular circumftances of fome 
trades may fometimes require & joi,pt frock and cxclu .. 
uve prinleges. 

All monopolies are deftruB::ive to tradc. 
To get, u much as ~>illble, the adftl1"acCl 'of 

riwlofaduring aDd freight. 
To cOatritC to .mderi'dl·other mtio"n., in f"oreigii 

.a.a; ... . CCXX:XXXIX. .. 
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CCCCXXXIX. 

To the KING's men Excellent MAJESTY, 
The humble PETITION of PHILl1' Earl of 

CIlESTEll.nr; LU, Knight of the moll. noble Or­
der of the Gar'ter, 

SHEWETR, 

TH,\T your J)~tit iuner, peing rendered, by ueaf­
nefs, as u ldcfs and intignificant as moil of his c=quals 
and cotcmperaries :'Lre by nature. hopes, in ("ommon 
with tht'm, to {hart: your Majdty's royal fa,-our and 
bounty; wher~by he may be enabled eitha to Cave, 
or (pend, as he fhall think pwpcr, more than he C:Ln 

do at prc=fent. 
That your Pt"t itioncr, hlving had the honour of 

rerving your Mnjefty in feveral ycry lucut..i\"c employ. 
menu, [eems thereby entitled to a luua.ti\'e retreat 
from bufinefs, and to enjoy ,Jiul1l cu. dignitqte, that 
is, lc:ifure and a large penfion. 

Your Petitioner humbly prcfumcs, that: he h~) at 
JeaftJ a common claim to fu~h a pc=nfioll; he h1.s a 
YQte in the moft a~~ affcmbly in the:, world; he 
Ilu. at the fame time (thpugh he fays it) ~ eleva· 

I "' r 
bOD of fentimentt that makes him not ~y dcfire, 

"but"(pard.on, dr~ad Sir, a,n exprcffioa yo\:!- a,re "fed 
~) ~ upon it. . 

TllAtyour Petitioner i'.!lttIc: apt, and; oIwayo un. 
wiUiJII, ~ (pcok ~"",!l\pII\~ of Ililllfj;lf .. b)l\ as, • 
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after all, {orne juftice is due to O[\~'s-felf, :l,S well at 

to oth~rs, h~ begs letwe ro repn:fent. Th~\t his 10)'7 
airy to your M :\jdty has always b~cn unfhaken, e'ven 
in tM worfi: of times: That, particularly, in the late. 
unnahlral rebellion, when t he Pretender advanced ai 
far as lkrby, at the head of, at !e:,ft, three thou· 
fand undifcipl in.cd me n, the flower of the &'ottifh 
Nobility and Gentry. your petltiJner did not join 
him, as unquefiionably he might have done, had he 
been fo inclincd: bur, on the cunt ~a ~y , raifed fix. 
feen companies, of aile hunllred men each, at the 
public expcnce , in fuppon of your Majefty's un· 
doubted righ t to the Imperial Crown of thefe Re3.ims; 
which difiinguii'hed proof of his lop-Itr is, to thj, 
hour, nnrcwarderl . 

Your Majefty''j Peti tioner is well aware, that your 
Ciril L ift muft ncrcfliltily be in a low and languid 
ftate, after Ihe VarlOIlS, f~qllent , and profufe l:V<l­

cuations which it hlS of lltc y~ars un dergone; but, at 
the fame time, he pre(lln1e S to hope that this argu~ 
ment, which [cern' not 'to have been made afe of 
agalnft any other perron whatfocver, !hall not, ' in 
this finglt cafe, be urged againft him ; and the lefs 
ro, as he has good rear on to· belieye, that the defi .. 
ciencie, of the Penfion-fund are by no means the 
taft that will· be mli.de good by Palliament. 
Y~or Petitioner begS JeaTc to obkrve, T 'hat a fmaIl 

f.it'i11on 'is dif~a.Ceful arid Opprobrious, as it intimatci 
"a..n<eful n~ dO _ part, ar1d.dping fott 01>_;.,.,,,,,, dIt_r': Ildt ·/hat II· gi:eot .. e·;sipliti 
44Bt*t and UliUCDCC on one fi~; 04 the other, re.-

A. 3.. gaM 
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gard and efieem, which, doubtlefs, your Majefty 
muff entertain. in the higheft degree, for thofe great 
Per{onages whofe rdpc:Cl:able names fund upon your 

, Elccmofynlrylift. Your Petitioner, therefore, hum-
bly pc:rfualles himfelf, upon this principle, that lefs 
than three thoufand pound) a year will not be pro­
pofed to him; jf made up gold, the more agreeable; 
jf for life, the morl marketable. 

Your Petitioner perfu:uJes himfclf, that your Ma­
jdly will not iu(pdt this Ilis humble application to 

proceed from any mean, inter~ft ed motive, of which 
]le has always had the utmofr abhorrence. ~o, Sir, 
lie confdits his own weakncfs; Honour alone is his 
objeCt:; Honour is hi s pafflon;. Honou, is dearer to 
him than life. To Honour he has always facrificed 
all other confideratioDs ; and upun this generous 
principle, flngly, he now folicits that Honour, which, 
in the moft fbining times, diftinguiihc:d the greateR:: 
men of Gr~eceJ who were fed at the expence. of the 
public. 

Upon this Honour, fo (acred to him as a Peer, Co 
tender to him as a Man, he moft folemnly dfures 
your Majcfry, that, in cafe you thould be plcafed to 
grant him till. hi, humble requolt, he "ill gratefully 
and. honourably Cuppert, and promote with K&l and 
Tigour, the worft meafure that tbe worft Mini.fter 
WI em fugdl: to yo\" Majefty: but, on tile other 
Iw>d, /houlcl he be fingled out, -ked, ood brmded 
I>y • refufaI, h< thinu. himfelf oWipcI . in Ho_ 

p) ~ iiII; lor. L '.. •• • .. of lUI J>OII<f, 
m-r. 
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oppofe the heft and wife{\: meafllres that your 

Majefty yourfdf can e\'cr diCl:ate. 

And your l\hjefty's Petitioner /hall C\'cr pray . 

• Ii 

CCCCXL. 

A FRJ\GMENT. 

A CHAPTER of the Garter is to bt· held at St. 
James's nt:xt Friday; in which P rince Ed\\'arrl, the 
Prince of Orange, the' Earls of Lincoln, Vilnchel­
(ca, and Cardigan, arc to be eleCttd Knights Com­

panions of the Order of the Garter. Though foldy 
nominated by the Crown, they ate faid to be deCl:­
ed; becaufe there is :l prctc:nded eleCt: ion. All the 
Knights are fummoned to attend the So\'erl'ign at a 
Chapter, to be held on fuch a day, in order to elect 
fa many new Knights into the vacant Stalls of the 
deccafed ones. accordingly they meet in the Coun­
cil Chamber, where they all fit down, accorcling to 

their feniority, at a long table, where the Sovereign 
prefides. There every Knight pretends to write a lift: 
of tbofe for whom he intends to'vote; and, in etred-, 
writes down .nine names. fuch as he thinks proper,. 
ta~ care. howc'Vu, ,to infert the names of thofe 
who .... really to ·be.~. tben tbe :BitllopOrSo.: 
lUbury" who is alwa,.. tbe ChanceUocW tbe ,Order,' 

A a 4 goes 
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gotS round thnabJe, and u.kcs the pa.per of each 
Knight. pretends to look into them, and then de· 
clues the majori ty of votl!S tu be for thofe perfons 
""ho wefe nominated by the Crown. Upon this de. 
claration, two of the old Knights go into the out_ 
ward room, wIH:' re the nt'w oncs are attending, and 
introduce them, one after another, according to thei r 
ranks. 'fhe I"lCW' Knight km.:ds down btfore the 
King, who puts the rihband about his ncck; then he 
turn~ to the Prince (if Wal es , or, in hi s abrencc, to 
the oltlcfi: Knight , ",110 puts the Garter about his leg. 
This is the ceremonr of the'Chapter. That of the 
Initallation, which i~ always pt:rformcd in St. 
George's Chapel ar\\,intilor, completes the whole 
t hing:: for till then 111e new K'nights cannot wear the 
Star, unkfs by a panicub.r dllpcntarilln from the So­
nreign, which is H:ry fddOm granted. All ct:re. 
monies arc in thcmfehcs "cry filly things i but yet a 
man of the world fhouhl know them, They arc the 
outworks of Manners and l.lecenC)t, which would bt! 

too o£i.en broken in upon, if it were llot for that de­
Knee, which keeps lhe enemy at a proper diftance. 
It: is for. that reafon that I always trcat foul& and cox· 
ClQI\\bs with great ceremony i true gQOd-breeding 
Nt being a f~itnt bar{ier againn- · them. The 
.mowltdgo of the:., world teuhes one to deal with 
clijQn:ot people dar-.endy, .and according at. cha­

rK\:CfI and fituatioll& rOlluitc. The wrfalill i":-M 
y, &,maA ofi'&gtw peiat i and a mMI mutt be. bmke 
fI) it_~hlle,.. i, fOuoC. Have it ita . you ... "*.ghm • 
.. U .... ~_. AAIiou. 

1'. S. 
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P. S. This moment I rective your l~ttet of the 
15th, N. S. with wbich I am very well pleafed; it 
informs me, and, what I like frill better, it ih~i" 
Ole that you :lre informed. 

CCCCXLI. 

A FRAGMENT. 

YOUR riding, fcn('in~, and dancing, confutntly 
at the Academy, will, I hope, lengthen you out a 
little! therefore, pray lake a great deal of tbole ex­
ercifes : for I would very fain have you be at luft 
five feet eight inthes high, as Mr. Hure once wrote 
me word that he hoped you would. Mr. Pelham 
Ijkewife tolU me, that you fpeak German and French 
as fluently and correCtly as a Saxon or a Parifian. 1 
am \~ery glad. of both! take care not to forget the 
former; there is no danger of your forgetting the 
Jatter. As I both tbank 'and applaud you for havin", 
hitheno, employed yourfelf fa well abroad, I mua: 
again repeat to you, that the manner in which }'OIl 

fuatl now employ it at Paris will be findly decifive 
"f your fortune, figure, and charader in the world, 
and confequently of my efteem a~d kindnc:fs. Eight 
or n~ months d~rmine the whole; which whole 
is very ~ear eomplete. It eontiib of tBispoly: to 

tetai!\ and increafe the leaming you hln already ae_ 

quire<!. 10 adQ.1O j~ the !llll more ..r.n.I "-lodge 
of 
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of the World: and to adorn both, with the Man ... 

ners, the Addrefs, the Air, and the Graces, of a. 
Man of Faihion. Without the laft, J will fay of 
JOur youth and your knowledge, what Horace fays 
to Venus; 

Parum (omit filfe u Ju-ventQJ, 
.'1crturilljqllt . 

The two grdtt rllhj(It s of com'crfation now at Pa­
ris arc, the difpute betweell t! le Crown and the 
Clergy, and bcl .... cen the Crown and the Slatc~ of 
Brittan y: illl~ ~ rnl yourft:lf tl\oroug hi y of both; whie h 
will Jet you into the moil- mah;riai p:uu of the French 
hiftory ami conftiturion. Th l; rc arc four Lettt"rs 
printed, anu Ycry wen writtc(l. againll the pretenrled 
rights ·andjmmun;/;tJ of tIlC Clergy; to which 'here 

is an Anfwer, \·cry well written too, in defence of 
thore immun;riCj, Read thenl hoth with :lttention; 
and alfo all reprefentatiolls, memorials, and whate­
ver flutl appear for or againft the claims of the States 
of Brittany. I dare f.'y, that ninety-nin~ in a hun­
dred, of the Englifh at Pari~, do not gi,-e them­

{elves the trouble of enquiring into thofe difputes; 
but content themfeh'es with faying, H that there is a 
U Confounded buftle :lnd rout berween the King and 
., the Priefta, and bttween the: King and the States 
Cf of BrittJ.by; -but that, for the.ir parts, they do 
4C not trouble their&" heads about them; fight Dog, 
u tight Bear.~ But, with fubmiffion to them, thefc 
an: obje<is trorthy the attention and enquiri~ of .. 
.,." of feofc and bufincf~ 

AAi ... , roy Ikar child 1 Younundcrl,. 




