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LORD CHES'l"ERFIELD 

LE TTE R.&. 

XX X'tIII B 36 
LET T E It CCXCV. 

Bath, Non'mpcr the 18th, .t 7S ~. 

1\1\- DF.An FlllEXU, 

SI:\"CE my b fl: to you, I hayc TC'ad Mldame 
_\b.imcnon's letters; I1fJ1 furl: they a~e gen uine ; and 
' ill" Y both C'ntcfuined nnd info rmed me. They han; 
hr lo/ught me acquaimdl. with the cJlaraCtcr of that 

able nnt! anful I;Jr. whQln I am convinced that I 
, now know mucn better, th~n h..:r dh"d ltur rhe Ah!tl,.~. 

de ·Fem·1oI1 (afterwards Archbilhop flf Caillbray) did, 

when he wrote her the 185th letter; and I know 

him the better too for that lentcr. The AbU. 
t I'gh brimful of the divine 10\"(' , had !f grea~mmd 
to be firft Minifter, and Cardinal, in Q"iler, _ 
dqubi , to hne an orpor~ity of.daio&" the more 
~d. His being a'irtfltur at Wat time to Mada.ril.$ 

VOL. IV. B tdaiaWIIiD. 
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Mlintenon, lCc:mtI to be a good' ftep towards thofe 

~~ejiut hetlf upon him: for aJainr, and he 
~'~.s· .·wea~. enO;lI~h . to be'l6e\'e it; he, on the 'other 
La..d, wpdld ' have put himfelf upon her f~ a iaint 

too:wllich, I dare faYI file did nClt bdic\"c; both ~f 
tftt:m.knc-w, rU:l.t it w:tS neceif..ry for them to app~ar 

faims to Lewis the XIV,", who thtr were Frr lllrc 
wa) 3. bigot .• h4S to bl" prefuOled, n.Jr. inrJ ecrl, It 

i ~ plain hy that I R5th kUtr, that Madame - Main-
o 

teflon had hin!I ·1\ TO h{-I ,ijrtt/eur fome fcruples of 
• ("nri/li" nct, ,ridl reb-Pion to her commcrre widl the 

King ; 3ml which I hU1Jlhly a.pprt' h- nd to h.1H~ been . - " . 
(w1r lillll (" fc ruplcs of prudence. at once to flatter 
t he bigot ( I!Jr;lner, :lnrl in crellc tbe de il.res o f t he 
K inV. T he pi(l\l~ AMI, frightened out of his \,·itS 
kll:: IJI ~ K !1I!.', ihould1mpur'c to the dir( fkuI" any fcru­
pk~s or dirflc ult i,s which he mig lit mcct \\":th on the 

p~rt pf t he b.or, write, h~'r ihe aho\'e~m(ntioned 
}etf,'r ; ill wh ic!l he nAt only bids her, not feaze the 

King by :ldncc :"Iud e:dlol~atiQns , but to ha,"e the 

uunot! fu b1U i!l~on to his will~ ami, rhat the mar not 
mifb .k..: tin: l' :lture of that fubmtfiion, he tells I;er. 

o 
it is the bmt: that SJ.rah had for Abu.bam; to wh ich 
fuhmi :i ioll.1Iaac pt'rhaps W1S owing. ~o baw·d 
C(ll11d ha'"c writtC!? a more [educing letter to an inno-­
cent cou ntry gi'rl, than the dir(El,ur did to his ptni_ 

1t4J( r \\'h~ I dare fay, Aad no occafion for his 
good'ach·ice. Thofc who wouldjuCtify the good di­
'rcc7(u;' ·alias the pimp;.in this affair, mu~ not at­
tempt to do it, ~y-f3ying, that the King and Ma-, 

aawe 4\'b.i.\V.cnol1 ytCfC a.t that time privately marii~ 
tl>ai 
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tbat the di,'clltUl' ·kne\y ~; ~d'1b~ this "ui'~ 
meaning of "his triiirw." " Tlla',jr nbfolt1telr"'~~ 
fible; for that private marriage. mu.QJ1-:t.:~. rl."moo,;'ed 
an fcr_u.,les between the p.1.rrics. nay~ could no~ li:ave 
6cctl. contracted upon any other priLlciple. 1illce it 

was kt'pt private, :mtl conlequcnlly preventoo 'no 
public Jcandal. It i!. th·crcfnre extremely e"idcnt, 
th:lt i\h,clame Maintcnon could n.l" ~c married to 
the King, at the time when. rne krupkJ g r:tnting t 

and when Ihe di,-tflcur :Hh·ifi:d I I("r to gnmt. thole 

favours whidl Sarah with 10 mrtch fuhmi(fi;m grant("d 

teJ ;\ hraham: and ",' I1 :I[ IWe dirt."hJt /' i~ ple,lll'd to 
call Je ,»I:I'(I·t dt Duu, wa.~ molr evilknrJr n fLue 
of concubin:,gc. The \clters :lrc wfl t worth yuur 
rcarl ing; thty throw ligb~ upon m:l.lI)' things of thole 

• . . 
1 h;\ve jl1ft H'ceiwo a Jettcr from Sir 'ViHiam 

Stanhope, from Lyons. ill which he tcll~ me that 
hc law YOU at Paris, that 'tIe thir~s ) '011 a little - . 
grown, but that YOI1 do not maitc !lIe moli: of it, f<?r 

(hat ),OU fioop frill; d"tlill.: iJrs his lettcr was a ~ 
gy;ic of you. ~, .. 

• 
The young: Comte de Scl11.1llemhurg. tl:)c Cham. 

bel~an ~I :om you knew at H :l.nm'c r) is-come over 
with the King, f f jail Pld/i to'lIS fkgt.f . 

Though, as I told you in my la1t, [ h:.we done 
• 

bllyin~ piaures by Wl.y of vir:u, ytt thcrc '3.re 
(ome portraits of remarkablc people that woVJ~ tempt 

me. For infiance. if yOU coUld by chance pick 
up at Pi.ris, at a. rt.afooabJe pric~, .~ndo~bted ori~ 
~{wIi<thof hc..Js. · balf Jcn~b •• or .. bele longtbi, 

B 2 Jlai 
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no matter) of Catlmals Kichtlieu, Mazarin, and 

Ret~onfiellr de t urenne. Ie grand Prince de 
Cond~; ~cidyues, de l\4ontefpan, de Fonrang~s, 
de MJmtbazon,'\ de Sevigne, de Mainten~n, de 
Chewcufe, de MO&llC\'ille, d'Olonoe, &c. I fhould 
be lernpted to .pu l'chafi:: them. I am fcnfiblc that 
they can only he met witH, hy grcat accipt:nt, at 
famil y fal es aoll auetions. fa I only mention the af­
fair to , 'ou {'\'cntnallv. ,. . 

, ·:b :~~)t tIlHl(.,tCblld, or elte [ do not rtmember, 

what af[tir yOLl ml"all ill your bit letter; which you 
thi nk will come to nothiijg, an~ for whirh, YOli fay, • • 
] had once a mind tiIlt you fhould take the rOJ.d 
again. Explain it to me. 

I fhall go to town ill lour or five days, and carry 
back with me a litth:·morc"hcaring than, I brought: 
bur yet, not half enough for common ufe, One 
wants ready pocket money much oftener than one 
want"~ great fum~; O\m11 to urt: a very odd expref_ , 
fion, I W:Hlt to ht'OIr at fight. I lo\'c nery-day 
fe-".fes, e"ery.clay wit and entlrtainment; a man who 

is only go"d Ull holyc.lays. is good for , 'cry liule. 
Adieu! 

LETTEl!. 



LETTER CCXCVI. 

Chriftmas-day, ,175:1': 

My DEAR FRIEND, 

A T~RANT, with. lekions at his command, may 
fay, Odcrint modo tin/cant; thoulh lie is a fool if he 
fays' it, and. a greater fool jf he thinks it. B,I.!-t l. 

pri\'ate man, who can hur~ but few, though lie Can 
p lcafe many. muft cndcavwr to he lOved , for he 
cannot be feared, iii! genq,l.1. POp'ularit y is his only 

• • 
rational and fure foundation. The gOOd-will, the 

affeaions, the lovc of the public, can alone raile 
Jl1m to any l.:onfiderab1e hei ght .. Should you aik. me 
bow he is 0(0 acquire th em', ]' will anfwer, by defir­
jog them. No man ever defcrved, who did not ddi.re 

them; and no man both defervcd and defired tbcm~ 
who had them not, thoug ]-P many ~a\'c enjoyed thenl • merely hy defiring. and without deC erving them. 
You do not imagine,- I believe, that I mean by thi .. 
public love, the fcntimental Jove of either lo,,'ers or 

• 
intimate friends; no, that is of another nature, and 
cpnfined to a vcry narrow circle; bl1t I mean that, 
general good-will, which a man may acquire in the 
world, by the arts of ple . .11lng re~(tivcly exerted; 
according: to the rattk, the fttuation" and -the tUrn 
of mind of thofe whom he hath to do with, -, -T:hc 

" '. ,' -
pleafing impreffions whic~h he makes upon t~_~ 

engage theif affeCtions, and "thei1 good wi~,v:t"~ 
B3 :_ 
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even their good offices, ,:s far (that is) as they are 
nClt ;oconfifien r WI t t t heir own imerdl:s; fo r fanner 
than toM.1.t you are not Jo expect from three people in 
the 'couTfe of YO\~.r life. ('v(n we re it extended to the 
pat rinrchal term. Could I revert to the age OftWCll­

ty, an'd carry hack witb me all the t'xperic:nce that 
forty years more have tallgh t inC, [ can affure you 

th3t I would cmploy mud' the grc:lIdl part of my 
time in cngagillg w,e g()r;~l- will . and in in finuating 

myrtlf into tIle prcdiler-1 iOll of people in gcner.;J, il1-

fiC'ad of 'd lTc{ling my clI~lc:l\"O\lr5 to plea(e (as I was 
too apt todh) to the nl"" wholll r immediately wanted, 
Of the woman ~ WiOlt'<l f~r, cx c,; luli l'ely of all others. , . 
For if one happens (3.OtI it wii l fomctimes happen to 

th e ab1cfi man) to f;lil in hi s v;cws with th at man 

(If th.lt woman; (lnc i ~ a t a lo(s to know whom to ad ­
rlrc fs om"s (elf 10 n(~x !", Il.1.ving offl.:lHl.:d . in general, 
hy that t'Xclllfi\'c and diHinglliihcd particular aprl i­
c:l.titl:l, I wOllld (ccure a gcncril rdllgc in the g.o(\(i 

will u( tbe nlll1ti ~lldc , Wil idl is a great tlrengt h to 

a.ny man: fur ')utiL lllini!ia'; ( :lIId milhdl'Cs cllllli.: 

popular am\ bl11 \1)]):lbll' f:\\'01l9ill'S, J\ man who [0-

Jic it s a m ini fte r, out·kt·d hr the gc ntral good-WIll 

and good wilh ,:s of m;lllkind , folicits with weight 

and great wobabil: !r of [needs; and a woman is 
ftrangely bi:t1f;·d ill fa.rour of a man , whom 1hl." fees 
in faihioll, al,d ' Iwars ("\"<"f\' hody fpeak. well of. 
']'lli$ d eful ;yt of infinll:1! i m~. COil/ill s merely of va­
rious lillle things. J\ O"r~ccflll mOl ion, a fignilic:: oc • . • _ h 

look, 11 trifl ing attention. , ;\11 ubl iging word droppt'd 
.propIJ; air, dre'ts,' anJ 01. thoufand ot. her und"tin­

ablt: 



"'to-HIS "!f. 
able things, aU feveraUy litt~ ones, jOlOed together, 

make that happy and inefiimab~ compofition/I.bl 
IIrt of pleofing. I have in my Jifl.:" fcen many. wry 
hanJfomewoman who has'l1ot pl~a!ed me, .!.Od r.lany 
'Yer), fcefible men, who have difgufted me; 'Vhy r 
only for want of thefc thouf1nd litth' mcam to pleafe, 

which thore women, confcious (.If their beauty, and 

thofe men of their fC:Ilic,' hln: been grofsly ellough 

miftakcn to nf:"glcd. I nC\'cr \\"311 .r. much in lo\'c 

in my lift', as I was with a woman who was l"t,:ry far 

from being handfome; but then fue was made up of 
graces, and had all the arts 'of pleating.· The fol ... 

lowing ver(es, which I haw: read in.,1ome congratu­

latory poem prefixed to fame work, I ha\'e furgot 

which , expre(s what J mean in fayotlrofwhat piea les, 

preferably to what is ge~erally called morc fotid and 

inftrult: i vc : 
I would. an author like:l mitlrefi try. 
N ot by a nofe, alip. a check, 01" ("ye, 
But by fomcn;mK,1cfi pow-.r tu giH:lmejoy. 

} 
Lady Chefterfield t id!> me make you many com .. 

pliments ; fuc fuewc~ me your ]('ttcr of recommen" 
dation of La Veftre!>; with which I was very well 

pleafed: there. ~ a pretty turn in it .. J wiib you 
·wQuld always fpefl.k as genteelly. I Caw another letter 

. . 
from a lady at Paris, in which the re was a high 
panegyrical paragraph concerning- you. ·r wifb it 
wer>: e .... ery word of it l.iterally trur; bw, as jf come! 
from a very littl e, pretty, white hand, which is fur .. 

peaed, and ! hopejuruy~ of great partiaJrtyto yotl .• 
il r.,n faut rQb..al!re ql:tlq~~ ,: boft, .et. Yne,JI( en I~ faitSJli 
it) 'QUr4 IQujour; d" qffiz /U(lUX rtJirs: A8ieu. 

B·~ LE1'l'E& 
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LET l' E R CCXCVII. 

~nclon, New Ycar·s~daYJq753· 

My D~AR 'PRJE~Hl, 

IT i9 now above ;t fortnight fincc 1 h::l\'e rccei"ed 
a letter from y(H1., I hope. howe vcr , that YOll are 

well. hilt eng-tolfed hy the btlfinc:fs of Lord Albe­
marle's burtQIl in the mornings, and by hufinefs of 
a gentedc<r nature in ' the cvenings; fil r I willingly 

gi\·c up my vryn fatisfaVlion tt you r improvement, 
t ither in hufincfs or manners. 

H ere ha,"e been latdy imported from Paris two 
gentlemen, who, I find, wC;re:: much acquainted with 
you there:: ; Comte Sinzc-ndorf, :md M anfieur CI:I.i­
Taut, the Academician. The former is a wry pretty 
man. well ·brc::d, :mc1 with a great deal of ufe fu l 
knowledge; fo rC.t hofe t\to thi?gs are very confiftcnf. 
I examined .him :lhout you. thinking hi m a compe-. 
tent jud~e. H e told mc. gMI 'V~UI porlitz r .-1/lemqlzd 
,_me '"' Allemand: que ':'f!us J:11'Vi.·~ It droit rubli( de 
fE".,ireptJr:{II ;/cnln:1 bit;,; qUt '!JOIIS d'f,ja Ie gout /.1'. 
·tt des ((J"n-iffinw f~rt t'lcntiua. [told him. that I 
~ew all thi s "cry well; but th :lt I wanted to know 
whether you had I'nir, 1~llif(mi"(J . Its alltnlio1J/, m.Jn 

h wi/lant hit brJ.1!bt hOlllnlt': his anfwer was. }'lois 
,..;,It ;]ifill , ('cfl fOi l bitlt . T his, you fee. is but: 
cold, in comparifon of wha.t I do wiib, a.nd of ~hat 

'~O\l&ht to wilh. -Your friend Clairorut intetpofed. 
an"d 
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:mrl raid, Mail jt fJOUS offilre ~It'il 11 f.;rt pcli; ,to 
which bnfwcred, jl Ie crois, bient ';,:is.D-vis 'Jes LapiJ1l1 
'lIO'! omis; jt'VtUS rrcuJe pour J~gt. jllflu' /I (l' ;.e'tlOuJ 
o·itz hi dallponne, au moin'} cli:r tVI~ parmi kJ bO/'UlCte$ 

gens. "l'hefe teftimonies in your famur arc fuch a, 
perh:lps you are fati sfi cd with, and think fu ffic ieot; 
but I am not: they are <?nly th~ mId U<"pofilions of 

difintc~fled and unconcernt'd \\'i:ne{I(:s. upon a ftria 
cx:tmin :1t ion. \Vhen, npOll :1 trifl, ~ mall c",lIs wit­
ncffcs to his charat1cr, nllU ~hok \\itndlcs ()Illy"f.'l)'~ 

that tber ne\'cr ht"ard , nor do not know, :my ill of 
llim; it intimates at belt a n~l1tral and in lignilicant, 
tllt)ugh innocent ch:traftcl! Nuw i w;tnt, alld you 

ought to cnoca\"our, th:~t If! (og/ . "/!/,"m, In g'"acrJ, leI 
alltnrhJlJ, t5c. fhould be ;1 diflingl:ifllillg pan of 

yom character, amI fpecified ?f)"ou by people un­
afked. I \~:"i{h to hear p('ople fly of yOll, Ab qu'it f'jl 
tdmabk I ~(J!tJ n/,mit res, 1ttc/!cs .~""1f('J, qucl nrl de 

plaire! Nlturc , tha.nk Goo, has ~ivcn you:llI the 
powers' neccfiary; anri, if Jte 11:1, not p.:t, 1 hope in 
God the will give you the \vilJ of exerting them. 

T have lately read, ~vith great pleafure, Vo!tairt':; 
two little Biftories of In .croirll~ts, and r Efp,-il hu­
main; which r recommend to your pcrufJ.l, if you 

hah not already read them. They arC bound up 
with 3. moft poor performance, called Afjj.,.cfl,fta~, . . 
,·:hich • .is ['lid to be Voltlirc' s 1"00; but I cantl0t be-

lien: it, it is fo ,'ery izn\\'orthy of hint; it confifts 

only of thoughts !talcn from Swift, but .~fe.rably 
mangled and disfigured. lJut rli~ l~ftory of the troi.~ 
fades thows, i~ a ,"cry thort and llrb?g light, the m·on: 

immorM 
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immor)ll .and and. wicke1l 1cheme that was ever cOft .. 

ajved by.knaves, <Lfd executed by madmen and fool. 
again(\ humanity. ,:\,bere is a. ftrange, bllt never. 

hiliJ;lg n:latioo hep'~en hpneft madmen and fkilful 
knavCl,; and wherever one meets with collclte[! Rum .. 

bell of the former, ont' may be very Cure that they 
arc f«fetly.direCled hy the latter. The Popes, who 
~ve generally b~en both "the ableft and the.greatcft· 
knaves in Eur~~ lI:anted all the power and money 
of the Eaft: for they had all that was in Europe a1-
.read·Y. The times alId the minds faHlllrcu their 
defign; fdr tJley wero. dark and uninformtd; and 

Peter the Hermit, at oIJce a ~naye and,a madman, 
was a fine papa' tool for jl) wild and wicked an un-

- . 
dertaking. I wiih we hac! good hift-ories of rvery p .. rt 
of Europe, and indeed of tIle world, writtr n upon the 
plan of Voltaire'!; !It r.z..lprit' hUII/(lill ; for ,.1 own, I am 
pro,'oked at the contempt which mofi hiftorians !how 
for humanity ill general; ont: would think by them, 
'that the whole human ipecies confified but of anollt 
a .' hundred and fifty people~ called and digniri<: d 
(commonly very undt'fer\'edJ,. 100) by the titles of 
Emperors, .Kings. Popes, Generals, and Minifiers. 

[ ha,-e never feen, in any of the ncws-paJXrs, any 
'lIleDtion of the affairs of the Cevcnncs, or Grenoble, 
which you ·ga,'e me an account of fome time ago . .; 
and the Duke-de Mirrp{;! x pretrnds. at leaft, to 
know-noth¥tg of eith.: r. 'Vo.re they falfe reports; or 
dqes 'the French Court chure to ftifle them f I hope 

_~ tltej are both. true, _ becaufc I am very wiUi~g. 
tu.. 
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tllS! the' cares '()f the French. government 1'b.oUld-'bO" 
employed and confined to themfe~es. 

Your friend, the Elecht:fs Palatine, has {eM me': 
fix wild bOOTS heads, and ather ijPtJ d~ fa Chi'.ft. id:' 
return fQT the fans, whidl fhe nppro\'ed of extremely. 

'This prefent was ftgnified to me by one Mr. Harold, 
who wrote me a letter in very indifferent Englifh; I 
fuppofe be is a D~ne, who 'h:15 been in England. , 

Mr. H3rte came tc town yeflerd~' . and dined with 
me to.d3Y. W(: talked you oyer; aorl I can affure 
you, that though :l Parfon, and no member' du beaM 
mondc. he thinks all the moft fhining :lccomplillnntnts 
of it full as neceff~ry for you. as I do .• His cxpreHi.on 
was, thai is a/l that hi 'wonts ; buJ tf Ar w~nlJ tbtlr~ 
(o,!/idtring hi; jiJuation and dCjlinaJio1?, be 1IIigb: aJ WIll 
want every tbiro: tift. 

This is tht: day when pcoplt: rt:ciprocally offt:r and 
receive the kiodcft anu the warmefi willies, though, 
in general, without meaning them on one fidt:. or be~ 
Jicying them on the otl.er. 'l lley ar; formed by the 
head, in compliance with cuftom , though difa\'owed 
hy the heart, in conCc(Tuence of n:J.ture. His willies 
up~n this OCUlfion arc the b!!1. that arc the beftturn~ 
e9; you do not; I am fure, doubt the truth of mine, 
and:thereforc I will expre(" them with a ~uaker·)i"e 
fimplicity. May this new year be a very new one in­
deed to you; may you put off tilt: &ld, and put on 
the n~w tn:l.n! but I m<!ln t he OUfWMd, tnot the int 
ward man. \\lith this a.heratioo, I mightjqftJ1 fQnl 
up_aU my wilhcs for you :n t,J:eft. words • 

.. Dii fiji Jlllt r.u.,,· J, " ".111 ",',"II j iJJMI. 
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-This minute I n:ceivl"! your ·letterof the -26th pail, 
which 'gives me at very difagree:;1ble reafon for your 
iare ftle:nee. By thf fymptoms which }·Ol1 mention 
ef your .illnefs, I ~oth hepe and believe, that it was 
whully owing to your own want of care. f You a.re 

rather inclined to be fat. you have naturally a good 
liomo.ch, hnd you eat at the beft tables; which muO: 
of COUffe: make you plethoric! and, upon Irlly word, 
'au will be fT.bj.a to thefe accidents, if you will not 
nom time to time. when you find yourfc:lf full. heat­
'ed, or your head achinr,. take fome little eaCy pre­
,'entive purge, that \t-ould not confine you; fucll as 
·chewing a little rhubarb, when you go to bed at 
night, or fome fqma-Ita in the morning. You do 
.Yt:ry well to live extremely low, for fame time; and 

,I could ""ilh, though I d~ not expect it, that you 
·;-'ould take one gentle "omit; for thofe giddineffcs 
and fwimmings in tile head .always proceed from 
fame fouInefs of the ftomach. Hmvever. upon the 
-whole, I am '~ry glad that. your old compbint has 
.\not mixed itfelf with thi~ : which, I am fully con· 
viticed, arifes flngl}' fron' your own negligence. 
:Adieu. . 

I. am forry COl" Monfi~ur Kurzc, -upon his fifter'$_ 
'iaount. 

LETTEll 
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LET T E R Cl:;XCVIII 

London, January the Isth; 1753-

~h DEAR FRIEND, 

I NEVER t hink m); time fo well employed, . as 
when I think it empluyed to your~'til;antage. You 
hayc long had the greateft t11arc of it; you now e~ 
grofs it, The moment is now decili\'c; tlte piece is 
goinr; to be exhibited to the public ; the mere out­
li nes, and the geneul'colouring, arc ft.ot fufficient to 
attraCt the eye~, and to {ecurc applaufe; but th.e laft 
fini{hing, artful. and delicate fhokes are necdfary. 
Skilful judg~s will difeern , and":\cknowledge their 
merit; the- ignorant will, without kn owing why, feel 
thei r power, In that view, I ha\'c thrown together. 
for you r nfe, the eoelofed Mrxil11s •• ; or, to fpea~ 
more properly, obfer1"ations on men and thing. ~ 
for I have no merit as rio the invention: f anl .J\Q 

(y~em.rnonger; and, inftead of gi,·ing way to mJ 
imagination, I, have ani), confulted my memory', 
ahd, my conclufions are all drawn from fads, not 
from fancy, Molt maxim.moAgers bale prefem:d 
the prettinefs to the juitnef!l of a thought, :snd tb 
turn to the truth> but ~ ha\'e refufed my'felf~ eve". 
thing that my own experience did not juftifyut4, 
cc:mfirm. I ",ith· you ,would coofider tbem~ 

~ aD the end Of tbc: 'fbl"IUaC. 
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.nd fc~rately, any recur to them agam pro re 114" 

in ,jitQilar (afes, Ypung ' men are as apt to think 

th<mfelve~ .\'Iife f.P0~gh,. as drunken men a.re to 
think tllcmfelves (~hcr enough. They Joqk upon 
fpirit to be a \ much better thing than experience; 
.hichthey call co~dnt'fs. They are but half mif­
taken; for, though fpiri t, without experience , is 

~ngerous. e~~cnce. withont fpirit, is languid 
tP:d dd"eClil'e. Their union, which is yery ran~, i, 
pufdtion: you may join thcrr:, jf you pleafe ; for 
all mr c~til.'nce is at )'our f(,rl'ice; and I do not 
c!dire one grain of your fpirir ~. !l return. Vfe them • 
both; :lnd let them rccjproc.'\l:y animate and check 
each other. I mean here, by the Cpirit of youth, 
on1y 'he "in.city .mel preCumplion of yomh; wh i<il 
Ilitf'der them from fe (" ir'lg t'he diffiCllltit"..~ or dangers 
Or;tn llndc>t:lkinp.,; hm 1 do not Olean what the filly 
:~uJg:tr call 1I"rit, by ",lll(h they are captious, jC'a­
.bn of their rM1k, t'ufpicious of being undt.'r" .. luetl, 
aM 1;1rt (as tht"Y caU il) in tll'eir repartees, upon the 
flighteft occafions. This is an evil, and a vcry (;11y 

fpirit, which /hautd be drjw:n out, and transferred 
to "an herd of fwine. This is not rhe fpirit of a man 
c( flfhipn. who has kept good company. PeQpk 
C){ 'an ordinary, low education, wllC~:n they happen 
;tofidl into gOCMi company, imagine themCehres the 
cibJy.objeQ,pf its attention; if the company whifpers, 
it if, .• '1)e ftire, concerning them; if they laugh, 
,Jt.it.·ar.m; an.d if any thing ambiguous, tJw:.Qy 
t\ic mo1\ force4. intcrpro.ation can Pe applied to 
:~m." '~~Di'tO bCfaid, they are c~nvWc'cd (ha,t it .... 



'1'0 -Btl SON, 

WI! meant at them; upon whidnhey grow out 'a( 
countenance firft, and then "anWY' This mift·ake';~· 
'\'ery ' well ridiculed in the -Strati.';:m, whtre Scrub 
fa) 5. I in/prt Ihry tlJll't4 if 1IIt , j er lht), Llughtd ,,,... 

f~mtdlY' A well-hr<·d man feldom thinks, but ~ever 
feems to think. himfdf flighrtd, undervalued, or 
Jaughed at in company, unle!s whe re it is fo plain), 
marked out, that his honollr oblig~ ,J,Pm to rrft'Dt .it 
in 3 pro~r man ner; r ... ·iJ Its J:.Q ~ lIiltJ gtlfJ m~ fr p,';:" 
dtnt j anuriJ. I will admit th1t it is Hry diffic ult to 
commnnd one's-ldf rnuugh, to hdl:1n~ wil h eafe, 

franknefs, and good-bH:ed ine,-lOwart.1s.hofe, who ono 
k nows diOikc, flight, ll nd injure olle as f:lr 35 they 
C.3n without ~rfonll conleqllences ; uur I alfert, 
that it is abfolutdy nenlfar), 10 do if: rOll mutt 

tmbr:lc.c the man you hate, i{ rou cannot bejuftified 
in knocki ng 111m down; for otherwi!c you a\·ow ·the 
injury, 'wh ich you cannot re··eng". A prudent 
Cuckold (and [here ar~many' fueh at Paris) pocketll. 

his horns, when he cannot g('re with them; and will 
not :uld to the triumph ·of his maker, by only butt ... 

ing with them ioeffef.l:ually:YA fecming ignoranc:o 
is very often a nioft neceffar{ ~rt of worldly know .. 
ledgc:,)( It is, for in1lance, commonly Id"ifabie to 
feern ignorant of what people otTer tO,tell you; and, 
when they fa}', Ilave you not heard of fuch a ~liDg' 
to anfwer. No, and to lh them go on ; Fhough ~ 

.,know it al ready, Some ha,'c a pJeafure in ttlliDg itf 
becatJfe they think. that (~ey tell jt well; ~ 
have a pride in',i,t, at being tift. ~ cfi{CMeQ;l'1. .. ~. . . , ~ .. 
aod""""" hav.. wity in 11!.owiog that "iller bi~ -
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eten, tllOugh ,'ery undefervedly, trufted; all the~ 

~:o\lJd be di{appoint~d', and confcqucntly difpleafed, 

if you faid, Ye~eem. always !I;',;norant (unlets to 
Qnc moft intilT.:l.te friend) of a.ll matter! o~, pri,,:tte. 
f~l11dal and defamatioll, though you ihouJd hear 
them a ·tlloufand times; for the panics affeCled al­

ways look 'upon the rec.::ivcr to bf! almoft ~s bad as 

the thief: awi"whenever they become the topic of 

com<crfation, f(' cm to be a fceptic, though you are 

reallv a ferious btlievcr; and always take the eXte­

!luating part. Hllt:1.11 this fecming 'ignorance ibould 

be join'cd to d.orougb <l;id extenfin: pri"ate in forma_ 

tions: and, indeed, it is the beft method of pro­

curfng them; for moft people ha,'e ftich a "ani e)" 

in..fhe.win ~ a fupcriority o~'cr others, though but for 

' • . moment, ami in the mereft trifles , that tbey will 

it.ll ~'ou what they 1l1Ould not, rather than not fbow 

.that they em tell what yo\.l did .not know; bdides 
that fuch It-ctJing ignt)rancc will make YOll pafs for 
< < • 

incurious, and confequcntly undefigning. Howeyer, 

~~~, for bCls, alld take paid!; to be well informed of 
'(very thing that paffes; bur fifb judicioufly, and' not 

< < • 

,!1W~y8, nor indeed of len, in the" fhape of dir~Ct 

A~O:ions., which alw:\}'s PUt people upon ~hcir 

~~dt and. often repe:l!ed, grow tirefome. But 
(Q.Ill(til.nes take ~he things that you would know, for 
"1_· ' , ' ,r" 

w.~~;, 'Upon which fortl.ebodf will, k.indly and 
~r., fet you right: fometimes fay, that yo~. 

~~, ~e~ fo ~nd fo; .an4 .. at otbn times fet~,. to 
bo~ Jpore thu. .you lk?t in order to ~" all that 
t:~: ~~.t" but a'\~id dir.eel qucftioD4ie; .. ~ilcfl,~ 

>-



you tan. All thefe necefrary arts of the world re • . 
quire conftant attention, prefence of mind, and 
coolnefs. Achilles, thougH' invulnerable, never 
went to battle but completely ;.fined. Courts are to 
be th~ theatres of your wars, where you 1'hould be 
always as completely armed, and cven with the ad­
dition of a hcel-piece. The leaft inatte:ntion, the 
Icafi: d!/irallion, 111:1.y peo,'c. -fatal. I would fain fee 
you what pedants call omnil hom~, ~nd what Pope 
much better calls aJl.accomplijhtd: you have the 
means in your power i add the will, aad you may 
bring it about. The vulgar h:J.\'e a coarfe fllfing, of 
fpoilmg a hOI for an ha/fpttnzy-worlh"o/ ttJr: _prevent 
the application, by providing the tar; it j, .very 
eafily to be had, in comparilon with what you have 
already gar. 

The fine Mrs Pitt, who, it [cern!, raw you often 
at Paris, fpeaking of you the other day, faid, in 
French, for the {peaks littl~ Englith, 

---- .... ------
-----------• 

• Whether it is that you did nat pay the homage due 
to her beauty, or that it dfd not ftrikc you as it doe! 
cthers~ I can~ot determine j but I hope 1he, ha4 
fome other reafon than truth, for fayirfg it. I will 
fuppofe tJ.1at you did not care a pip for her t but~ 

however, file fntely deferved a degree of pr~tiatqry 
adoration from you, which I am afraid y~u ~ 
Had I been in your cafe, I Ihould ~~ 
vouUd, at ltaft, to have lupplante4 Mr.~ .Mackay :' 
/lis .office "Of \,oa1Ulll! rnder to 1Ior. ~~' til 

VOJoIV. C .. 
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·tards, two days ago, with your friend·, Mrs. Fitt ... 
"gerald, and her moil fublime mother, Mrs. Sea­
grave; they both jn~uired after yap; . and Mrs. 
Fit%gerald faid, fue"'hoped 'you went on with your 
dancing; I faid, Yes, and that you affurce. me, 
you had made fuch confidcrable improvements in it, 
that you had now learned to ftand fliU, and even 

.upright. Your virtllo/a., 1a Signora Veilri ; fung 
here the other day; with great applaure : I prefume 
you are illtim(1/tiy acquainted with her merit. Good 
"night to yoo, whoe,·cr yon pafs it with. 

I have.this moment received a packet, fealed with 
,.our feal, thoukh nor dhcdcd by your hand, for 

. Lady Her\'ey. No letter from you! Are you not 
. well / 

f"! 

LET T E R CCXCL'C 

London, May the Z7th,. O. S. 1753. 

~M\'" nEAl'- F.R [.E!'CD, 

t~AVE this da.r been tired, jaded, nay tormented. 
~,.: ,;Qm~y of a rnoft .~ortby, fenfible, and,.. 
~. IDIA. • near rela.tion of mine, who dined 
'.;~"e e .... iog with me. TlW [eems • poU... 
:""".:boItis. pWn truth' .be liM PO kn_ledge.,r 
. ..,PrId, 110 "..poet>,. .... 1IIdrdi, fat IiaD talki~ 

witIoout 
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tvithout book, as is commonly faid or people whci 
talk fillily, he ~mly talks by book ;whiC"li, in gene .. 
ral convcrfation, is ten times wbrft:. He has formed 
in his own clafet, from book}, "certain fyftcms of 
en"ery tbing, argues tenacioufly upon thole prio. 
ciples, and is both furprifed ilnd angry at whatever 
de,·iates from them. His theories are good, but. 
unfortunately, are all impralticabJe. 'Vhy? be. 
caufe he has only read, and not ~on~' erfccl". He is 
arquainted with books, and.:ln abfolutc ftratlger t(1 

men. L"\bouring with his mattcr, he is delivcred. of 
it with pangs; he hefitares, flops itt his utterance; 
and always exprdfes hilnfe1f inelegt.ntly. His ac­
tions are all ungraceful; fa that, with ali his merit 
amI knowledge, I wOlllJ rather convede fix hour, 
with the moft: frivolous- tittle-tattle woman, whIJ 

knew fomething of the world. th:lO with him. Th~ 

P/cpofte-rous notions of a [yficmatieal man; who doe! 
not, know the world, tire the" patienc.e of a m::.n who 
does. It would be ehlllds to correct his miftakes~ 
nor would he take it kW"tdly; for he has eonfidered 
eury thing ddiberately, and is very fure that he if 
in the right. I~"ppropriety';s a eharalteritlic, and :& 

he\"er-failing one. of there people. llegudlcfs, be .... 
caute ignorant, of cuftom and mannen, filey violate' 
them every moment. They often .1hock, though 
they never mean to offend; he'""er attending either • • 
to" ~he general charader, or the particlllar d.i~" 
guilhing circumfrances of the ~te to whdlnJ oj 

befo;e whom they talk; ·"1!tbere'u dae knowImge 01 
... _Id ~ _.that Ih< ~ f_ fbi • . ~ ...bi<:' 
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wIllch are exceedingly right and proper in one com­
pany, time, and place, are exceedingly ab(urd in 
others. In thort, a !nan who has great knowledge, 
from experience a~ollfervation, of ,the charatters, 
culloms, and manllL:;~ of mankind, jj a Heins: 36 

different from, :md as fuperior to, a man of mcre 
book and fyftcmatical knowledge, as a well-managed 
horfc is to an a(5. Study therefore, cultivate, and 
frequcnt mcn ~ncf women; not only in their out­
ward, and confcqucntly guarded, but in their in­
terior, d(lmdhc, and confcqucntly Ids difguifcd, 
eharaders and manners. T ake your notions of 

~bings as by dbfcrvation and experience you find 
>'they really arc, and not as ,YOll read that they are or 
t4) fllould be; for they nevcr are quite what they fhould 
rt--be. For this purpofe do not content yourfc1f with 

general and common acquaintance; but, whcrever 
~ you can, etb.hlifh. yourfelf, with a kind of domeftic 
~iliaritY1 in good hO.lIfes. For inftancc, go again 
r-to Orli, for t ... :o N three dJ.Ys, and fo at two or 

three reprifts. Go ami fuy, two or three days at a 
time at Verfailles, and improve and extend the GC­

.quaintiUlce you h.lye then:. Be at hOPle at St. Cloud; 
.and, whenever any priv:l.te perfon of falbion invites 
You to pILls a few days ::I.t his country-houfe, accept 
.Rf the invitatiotl. This will neccff'arily g1ye you a 
~t~ity ~f mind, and a f:i.cility to adopt various ' 
~I.rs and cuftoms; for every body defires to 
:~'tbofe in whofe houfe they are; and peop.le arc 
·~J1!Ply· to . .be .plcafed in their own way. Nothing i • 
. JaorC e,gguing .than a cbeatfnl and Caryeonformit, 

a:;.,. 79 ~~" oM.. ~~. Of-,lp(O 10 
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to peopl~'s particular ~anners, habits, and e~ 
weakneffes; nothing (to ufe: a vulgar exprdliob) 

• fhould come arnifs to a yaupg fellow. H I: {bould be, 

for good purpOrcs, what AlciPiades was commonly 
for bad ones, a Proteus, affillning with ca(". and 
wcaring with chcarfulnefs, any !hare. Heat, cold, 
luxury, abftinence, gravi1Y, gaiety, 'ceremony, 
c:lfinefs,' learning, trifli ng. bufin~fs •• and pIeafure, 
are modes which he fhould be ;lblc to tJ.kc, !ay:lide, 
or change occafionally, with as much cafc a, he: 
would take or lay afide his hat. AU t his 15 only to 
be acquired by ufe and knowledge of the world, by 

• • keeping a great dc:tl of company. analyfing e"cry 
charaCler, and infinuatingyourfc1f into the familiarity 
of various acqllaintance. A right, a generous ambition 

to m:lke:l figu re in the world ncccfiiuiJy gives the de· 
fire of plcafing ; the de"fire of ple:.ting points our, to 
a grelt degree, the ml':ms of doing it; and the :ut of 
pleating is, in truth, the:m of riling, tlf diCtinguilhing 
one's- fdf, of making ~'l figure :lnd !\ fonune in rhe 
world. nIH without pleafing, witIlout the G r:lces, 31 
I Jf"J.ve told youathoufand times ,Dgllifntitl1 t '!JaM. You 
are now but nilltteen, an age at which moll of your 
cbuntrytnen are illiberally getting drunk in port, at 

• • 
the' Uni\"crfi ty. You have greatly gOt the ·fiart of 
them in learning; :lnd, jf you can equally get tbe 
:fbn of them in the kaowledge and ma{lners of the 
world, you may be wry fure of ol!trunning them in • 
C..outt and Parliament, as you fet out fa much earl ier 
t1l3,11 they. They generally be-gi.rf but {o fee th~ 
·world at oDe-:lnd.hvt.nty; you will ·uy t~e lia\'c 

C3 • 
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teen all Europe. Th~y fet o~t upon their travds un::­
Fcked c.ubs; j1nd in their travels they only lick one: . . 
;moth~r, for th~y {eldom go mlp any other company. 
They J.:now nQthing \wt the Englifh world. and the 
~orft part of tbat too, ami generally very )ittlc of 
~y but the Epglifh la.nguage; and they come 
~umer Ilt three or four-an~ - Iwepty, refined and 
J'Olifh~ (as is [ai~ in one of Congrc,-e's plays) like 
l;hltch fuippers from a "'halc-fi fhing. The care 
!Nhich has been taken of you, anrl (TO do roujuftice) 

the ~ar~ y!)U h:l\'c taken of rourfclf, has left you, at 
the 1lge of nineteen oniYI nothing to a~quire but the 
~nowle~lgc of ' he ~orld, manners, add refs, and 
~hofe exterior accomplifhmcnt s. Dut they aTC great 
~n~ nec.e:ff:1ry 3cquifitions to thore who have fenfe 

~nough to k.now their true ,'-alue; ;'tnd your getting 
~hem !>rfore you are one.and-twenty, nnd before 
you emer upqn the n8ive and fhining {ccne of life, 

",ill gi,oe you fue.h an advantage over all your cotem­

pora·ries, th::r.t they cannot O\'ertake you: they mufi: 

~ ciifia.ncc:d. You may pro.ably be placed about ~ 

young Prince, who will probably be a young King~ 

lThere all the various arts· pf plcafing, th.e engnging 

~drc:fs, the verf:ltil~ty of manners, the brillmft. tne 
G~~~.s, w~1l ~utweigb and yet ~utrun all foJid 
~le~ge and unpoli~ed merit. Oil yourfc:lfthere­

fore, a~d b~ both fupple and ihining, for that race, 
if yop would be fi!='fi, 'or early, :1t the goal. :J..adie, 

~iU nwft pr~bably too hal'( fomething to fay thcr~. 
~ thefe wlao a~ befi: w:t·h them win probably ~ 
,~a f'8flicrt ,1ft. ~bo~ th~ grf&tpbi~t, mJ 

. dw 
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dear child, indefatigably; · attend to the ,"cry f~left 
pans, the minuteft graces, the' moil: trifling cir~­
.fiances, that can. poflibly roncur in forming the 
1hining charaClcr,of a contplete Gentleman, un galtInI 
.hammer u" bomm~ de 'Qur, a ma"'n of bufinefs and plea. .. 
fure; tjlimc des hommes, rcrhtrchi dCI femmts. a;mI J, 
/(111/ Ie monde. Tn this ,-jew, obfCTl'C: the fllining 
part of every mm of {alliion, who is liked and 
cftcemed; attend to, and imi,at~ that particular 
accomplifhmcnt for which you hear him chiefly 
celcbr;J.red and diftinguifhcd: then coJlc~ thofe va­
rious parts, and m.1ke yourfelf a Mofaic of the whole. 
No one body polfeffes every thing; .. nd almoA: every 
hody poffefles forne one thing worthy of imitation: 
only chufe your modds well i and, in order to do (0, 

chure by your ear more .than by your eye. The beft 
model is always that which is moft un;\'erfally allowed 
to be the befit though in ftriCl:nefs it may poffibly 
not he (0. We muft take moft th,ings as they are, 
.... e cannot make thQJl1 what we would, nor often 
what they fhould be ; and, where moral duties arc 
Got concerned, it is more prudent to follow ¢an te 
:lttempt to lead. Adi~u. 
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bath, Otlober the 3d,. '753. 

My DEAlt FRIEND, 

You have. fet out well at the Hague; you are in 
love with Mad.-~ Munter, which I am very glad 
of: you are -in the: fine company there, and I hope 
,one of it; for it is not enough, at-your age, to be 
merely in good company: but you fhould, by yOUl 
addrefs :lnd attentions, .make that good company • think you one of them. T he re is a tribute due to 
beauty, even independently of farther views ; which 
~ibute I hope you paid with alacrity to Madame 
~unter and Madam Dcgcnfe1dt: depend upon it, 
they expected it, :lnd were offended in proportion 
as that tribute feemed either unwilling or fcantily 
pai4. · I beJie\'c' my friend Kieuningen admits no~ 
body nQw to his table, for fear of their cOInmuni­
pti'~g th~ plague to him, ~ at leaft the bite of .. 
JUad dog. Pray profit of the tnldts Jibrls. that clio 
,~encB Embdfador has gl~en you; -frequent him, 
~/p'd trj him. I think you will not do ami(s:to 
~ upon Mr. Burrifh, at Aix la Chapelle, fince it 
li'~fo little out of your way, and you would do frill 
~t if yeu would, which I know you will not, 
d.ri:ri1F tjiofe waters, for .five or fix days on1y, to fcour 
.~ ftomach an~ bowels 4 1ittle i Jam fure, it w"uld 
1!>.10u. F' deil of good. Mr. Burrifh C&\I doubt-

I<f. 
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lefs give you tbe heft letters to +VIunich; and h.wiH 
naturally give you fome to Comte Preyfing, "M 
Comte Sinfheim, and fucll ftln of grave people I 
but I could wiib that you would afk him for (orne to 

}'oung fellows of plcafure, or-ta{hiona11Ic coquelte!9 
that you may be dans l'bonnrte dlt-uucbc de MUllich. 
A propos of your future motions ; I leave -you. in & 

great mcafure, the mailer of them, fo fh:1ll only fug­
geft my thoughts to you upon tha • .rut:.jeCl. 

You ha .... e three Electoral Courts in view, Bonn, 
Munich, and Manheim. I would ad\,ife.)'@u to fcc 
two of them rather cur[orily, and fix. your tabernacle 

at the third, whichever thatemay be" for a confider­
able time. For inftance, 1hould you chufe (as J filncy 

you will) to make Manheim the place of your refl­
deuce, flay only ten or tweh·e days :lot Bonn, and as 
long at Munich. and then go and fix at Manheim; 
anel fo, vue 'lima, if you fhou!d like Bonn or Ma­
nich better than you think you woultl Manheim": 

make that the place o'your rcfidcncc , and only vifit 
the other two. It is certain, that no man can be 
lUuch uleafed himfelf, or pIe.tfe others mucb, in 
any place where he is onl)' a bird of p.11Tage for eight 
or ten. dilYS; neither party thinking it worth while to 

mAke an acquaiatance, frill lefs to foliOl any con ... 
nexion, for fo !hort a time: but when months are 
the cafe, a man may dOOlefticate himfelf pretty weD; 
and very fOOD not De looked upon ls a ftnLnger. 
This is the real utility of tr:l.\'elling, when, l,}y <Od~ 

trall-ing a familiarity at .:my place, you get into ~bO 

mfide: of it, inct fee it in iu uDtlrcfs. ~hati':~ 
· ool1' 
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only way of knowing the cu1tOnlS, the manners, and 
all the little charaCt:eriftical peculiarities, that difiin­
guifh one place frora another: but thel! this fami­
liarity is hot to be brought about by cold, formal 
mts of half ~ hour\ no; you mull ihow a"' .... illing­
nels, a defire, an impatience, of forming connexions, 
;/ faut s'y prEter, IN y mlt/re du /iall!, du d~ftr dt pillire. 
\Vhate,'cr you do approve, you muit be bvi{h in 
your praift:s ef; tand you Illull:: learn to commend 
what yOll do not appro'o'c (Jr, if it is approved of 
there. Ypu are not much gi\'en to praife, I know; 
but it is becaure you do not yet know huw extremely 
people are en{flged by .. a feeming ranction to their 
own opinions, prejudices, and weaknc1fes, even in 
the mereft trifles. Our Cdf-Iove is mortified, when 
we think our opinions, and I!\'en our taftes, cuftoms, 
and drdTes, either arraigned or condemned ; as, on 
the contrary, it is tickled and flattered by approba­
,boo. l will give you a remarkable inftmce of this 
·lind. The famous Earl of &haftdbury 9 in the fla­.ious reign of Charles the Second, while he was 
'Chucellor, had 3. mimi to be"a Fa\'ouritc, as well,as 
.a MiniA:er of the King: in order therefore to pleafc: 
U Majefty, whore pre:\"ailing paflion was women, 
-rLold kept a w~, whom he h:ul DO occafion for, 
..s made no manner of ufe of, The King foon heard 
""it, and .fkcd him if it was true; he owned it was; 
but , tnU" tlfough he ,kept that one woman, be bad 
:fereral ~thers betide!, for he loved nritty. A few 
.Y' afterwards, the King, at his public Jevee~ 'faw 
t.;ird ~ it fome c!UbDce, .ad lOid iD the 

tircle, 
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circlet U One would not think that th.t little, wat 
f' man is the gr~atefr whore-mal1'er in England; bUt 
41 I (;an aITure you that he is.··· Upon Lord Shafter .. 
bury's (;oming into the circle, there was a gener.d 
{mile; ·the king faid. "This is concern ing you, my 
H Lord." "Me! Sir!" :tnfwered the Chancellor, 
with fame fupprize. "Yes, )'0\1," [anfwered the 
K iog; " for ] had juft [aid, that you were the 
,. grcateft whore-mafter in Englarfd :"15 ie not true?" 
" Of a fulj ,{t , Sir," replied Lord Shaftdbury. II pcr­
ft haps I am." It is the fame in e,·ery.thing; we 
thi nk a difference of opin ion, of condud, of Jll&D­

ners, a tacit reproach, at lI!:1fl, upen our own; we 
mnfi: therefore nre ourfelV"es to 3. ready conformity to: 
whatever is neither criminal nor di1honourablc:. 
Whocnr differs from .any gene~l cullom is fup­

pofed both to think, and proclaim himfelf wifcr 
fhan the reft of the world; which the Teft of the 
,,"orld cannot bear, c:fpecially in a young man. A 
young fellow is alwa,. forgiven, and often appla.ud­
ed, when he carries a {aihion to an excef.; but DeftII" 

if he ftops thort of ie. The lirfi: is afcribed to yOutlt 
apd fire; bue ,the latter is. imputed to an affeB-&tiOll 
J)f fingulariry or fuperiority. At your age, one it 
allowed to Did"" (albion, drefs, ,'i\'aciiy, gallantry, 
l!!c. but by no means to be behind hand in "any ore 
pf them. And one may apply to youth in tWa care. 
~i "'err'ffi!./,,_l/ft miniu. Adia\. 
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L E T'T E R eee!. 

Bath, OCtober the 19th, "J 75.3. 

My DEAl!. FRIEND, 

OF all the various ingrcdient~ that compofe the 
\lfeful and nect:fr~y art of ple:l!ing. no one is fa ef­
fe8:unl and engaging as that gelltlcnef~ , that dOllrcur 
of counten,mee and manners. to which ),ou are no 

ftranger, though (God knows why) a j\\'orn enemy. 
Other people tal!e great fJ3in s to cuneeal, ordifguifc, 
their natural imperleaions; fome. hy t! le make of 

their clothes, and other art , . endeavour to conceal 
the defcas of theLr fll:\pe 1 women, who unfortu~ 

Rately have narural bad complexions, Ia}' on good 
ones '; and both men and women, upon whom un­
'kind nature has infliaed a furlinefs and ferocity of 

c:ountenance, do at leaft all tltey can, though often 
witbout fuccefs, to foften and ilitigate it : they affeCt. 
#low""., and aim at fmiles, though often in the al· 
umpt, like the Devil in Mii'(I1J, they grill horribly, #I 

p.J(1 }inill. But you are the only perf on I ever kncw; 
ill the whole-courfe of my Jife, who not only dff­
_D, but abfolurely r~jc8:. and difguife a great a,d­

"-~,th&t nature 'has kind1t granted. You ea,fily 
pCs I.mean' cDImIl'MlICt; for the has given you a 
ftty pleafing one; but you beg to be ,excufcd, you 
.ill DOt accept it; on the contrary, take ftngular 
' .... to pal on the moft fllMlt, foroKlding. and 

unpJeafing 



,unpleafing one) that can poffibly be imagined. This 
one would think impoffible; but you know it to be 
tnle . If you imagine t11at it gives )'0\\ a mmly, 
thoughtful, and decifive air, as fame) though .. cry 
few of your countrymen do) you are mof! exceed­
ingly miftaken; for it is at beft the air of a German 
corporal, part ofwhofe exercife is to look fierce, and 
to biale",elr.op. You will fay. rerhaps, ","'hat, am I 
always to be ftudying my countetfan~e, in order to 
welr this do.uur.f' J anfwer, No; do it but for a 
fortnight, ami you will ne\'er have occaliop to think 
of it more. Take but half the pains to reco\'er rile 
countenance that nature g""e YOll,.that you muft 
haye taken to difguife and ddorm it as you have, 
and the hufinefs will be done. Accu1l:om your eyes 
to a certain foftncfs, of 'which they ar:.: "cry capable; 
and your face to fmiles, which he('oille it more than 
moft faces I know. Gi.,.e all Y<JUr motions too ;\0 
air of Jouullr, which is dircCl:ly tbe rc\'erfe of their 
prefent celerity and .. apidity. I with you would 
adopt a little of /'a;r d~ COU'lJtnl (YOIl "cry well know 
Y4tat I mean) to a. certain degree; it has fomething 
extremely engaging; there is a mixture of benevo ... , 
lc:nce, affedion, and unCl:ion in it: it .is frequently 
really fincere, but it is almoft always thought fo, 
and confequently pleafing. Will you call this 
trouble 1 It will not be half an hour's trouble to. 

you in a. week.'s time. -But fuppofe it f)e, pray tell. 
me, why did you give yourfelf the trouble oHearn .... 
ing to dance fo well as you. do 1 it i. neither ... re--

ligi"l"> 
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bgtou!l; ;na'oral t 01: civil duty. You muft ·own, that 
you did it then fingly to plufe, and you were in" 
$e right on't. Wh)l do you wear fine clothes, and 
curl your hair' Both are troublefome; lank locks, 
and .pl&in flimfy rags, are much c.wer. TJlis thel? 
youalfo do in order to plcare, and you do very 
~ght • . But then) for God's fake, rcaJon and act 
~requentiany; and endeamur to pIcafe in other 
things too, iHl.lltlore efiential; and without which 
,tbe trouble you have taken in thofc is wholly thrown 
."'y. Ypu !how your dancing, perhaps. fix times 
.. YCOlT, at moft; but you fhow your countenance 
and your COIUrt¥)fi moti&ns every day, :md all day. 
Which then, I appeal to yourfclf, ought you to 
think of the mofr, and care to render eary, grace~ 
Cui, and engaging? DOUCl{lr of countenance, and 
gefture, can alone make them fo. You are by no 
means ill~natured; and wo~ld you then maR: un· 
juroy be reckoned fo? Yet your common cowlte· 
Dance intimatcs~ and would Illake any body, who 
did not ~ow you, believe it. A propos of this; I 
lJWit·teH you what was raid tte other day to a fi!)o 
lady·."hom'you·know, wl\o is very good-n~tured in 
ervth, but whore common countenance implies iH­
.tun, eVeR to brurality, ft was Mifs H-~n, 
LulyM-y's niece, whom you hil.Ye feen both at 
BJO.:kheath and at Lady Hervey'., Lady M-y 
.... faying 'to me, that yon ha.d a very U.gag4ti 
~aancc when you had 8: mind. to it, bot that 
~,W ... .oI"'Y' that .Hnd., upoll whicl. />fifo 

H·. 
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H-n {aid, that file liked your countenahce bet: 
when it was as glum as her own. 'Vhy then, re .. 
plied Lady M-y, you two 1llouId ~l:\rry; for. 
while you both wear your worft countenances, no­
body eIfe will ,"enture upon either OfYOll; and they 
("all her now Mrs. Stanhope. '1'0 complerc this 
';OUUUT of countenance and motilllls , which I ~o 

ear.neftly recommend to YOll, yeti ib.nllld carry it 
alfo to your exprefiiona, anti. manntr tof thinking, 
"ldleZ y IOlljours de fajfeflueux, de i'ollfJion; take the 
gentle, the favourable, the indulgent fide 9£ moR: 
queftions. I own that the ' manly :\11;~ fublime John 
Trott, your countryman, fddofn docs ; thut , to Ihow 
his fpirit and decifion, takes the rongh and barth 
fide, \.I.' bich he generally adorns wilh ;1.I1 oath, to 

feem mlm: formidable. This he only thinks tine i 
for, to do J ohn juftice, he is commonly as glXXlp 
natured as any body. Thefe arc among the many 
little things which you have not. and r have lived 

long enough in the wor~ to know of what infinire 
confequence they 3.re, in the coune of life. Re!U<m • then." I repeat it again, within yourteJ(confoQIll'nl9'; 
and let not the pains you have taken, and frill take, 
to p1eaIc in fame ·things, be a purl' perle, by your 
negligence of, and inattention to others, -of mucb 
lefs trouble and much more confequence. 

I have been of late much ' engaged, or ratb-er 

bewilderm, in Oriental hiftory, particular'y that of 
the Jews, fintc the deftrutlion of their' temple,.- _ , 
Iileit · difpedl"" ,by Titus; bot the -ru/ioo ..... 

wu;er.::' 
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uncertainty of the whole, and the monfirous extrt ... 
n ganclcs and falfehood~ of the greateft part of it, 
difgu1l:ed me ext,emely. Their Thalmud, their 
MilChn", their Targums, and other traditions and 
'Writings of their Rahbills and DoB:or~, who wcre 
moft of them C:J.1)J.liits, are rc:ally mpre extrava­
gant and abfurd, if poffible, than a1l that you have 
read in Comte tie Gabalis; and indeed moft 
of his fluff-is !taken from them. Take this fample 
of th~ir nonr~nr(' , which is tranfmitted in the 
writin~ of one of thei r moft confiderable Rabbins. 
U One Abas S.lui, a m.ln of ten feet high, was dig­
ging a grave. and h.lrpened to find the eye of Go­
liath, in which be thought proper to bury himfdf; 
and fo he did, all but his head, which the gianfs 
eye was unfortunately nQt quite deep enough to re­
ceive." This, I aHlire you, is the moft modeft lie 
of ten thoufand. I have .lIfo [read the Turkifh Hif­
tory, which, excepting the religious part, is not fa­
bulous, thotlgh very poffi.bly not true. For the 
Turks, h:l\' ing no notion of lr:uers , and being, even 
by their religion, forbid t~e ufe of them, except for 
reading nnd tranfcribing the Koran; they have no 
hiftorin.ns of their own, nor any authentic records CJ 

memorials for other hitlorians to work upon; 1Q that 
wbat hiftories we ha.ve of that country are written 

by foreigners ~ as Platina, Sir Paul R ycaut, Prince 
Caolemir; &Jt. or elfe fnatches only of particular 
~ thart 'periods, by fome who happened to. refide 
tha<. It thofF tiDIes: futh .. JIu1!>cquias, wbom 1 

have 
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luive juR: finithed. I like him, as tir as he goes, 
much the beR: of ant of them: hut then his account 

is, proper1}-, only an account of his own t'mbarrr, 
from the Emperor Charles the 'vth to S()lyman tIle 
Magnifi;ent. However, there he gins, t'pifodical­
ly, the beR: account 1 know of the cullums and 

manners of the Turks, and of the n:lture or'that go­
\'ernmcnt, which is a moft: cxtra(Jrd~n:lrv one. For, . " 
dcfputic :IS it always reem~J and fmuc=timc=s is, it is 
in truth a military n'puulic; and the real power :c­
iides in the JmifI~lfi es ; who iOlllc timcs ol1lcr their 

Sultan to ftranglc his Vizar, and lomctimc~ t hc Vi7.ar 
• to depof.: or fhangle his Sultan, acc·onling as they 

happen to be angry at the one or rhe other, J own, I 

am glad that tht· capital ftranglr.r (hould, in his 
furn, be jlra"J:Je.abJf, an{\ /lOW and then ftrang1cd: 

for I know of no brute 10 fierce, nor crimina1 fo 

guilty, a'\ the crraturc calJed a !-=o\'~rC' ign, whether 

King, Sultan, or Sophy, who thinks hirnfelf, either 

by divine or hUm:ln rrght, "efted with an abfolute 

power of deftroying 10" fC'How-creatures; or .... ho, 

without inquiring into his right, lawlefsly ex~rts that 

power. The moft excufable of all thofe human 
·monftcrs are the Turks, whole religion teaches 

them ine\'itab1e fatalifm ~ A propos · of the T~rks; 
my !Ayola, I pretend, is fuperior to y~ur Sultan. 
Perhaps you think this i{llpoffible, and .... ;onder who 
this Loyola is. Know then, that I have had a 'Bar. 

i • ' .. .•• 

bet btought me . from France, fo ex.a.dly hk.e Sulta6, 
that he · £as been rriiftolken for hint' feveraI tim:a., 
6nly his fnout his thorter, and 'his ,ear, ~qp&,!(. 

VOL. IV. I) tb.aa 
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than Sultan's, He has . alfo the acquired know..: 
ledge of Sultan; and . I am apt to think \ hat he 
ftudied under the fame mafter at P:lris. Hi" habit, 
and his white band .. !how him to be .m ccc1efiaf­
tic; and his ~gging. which he does very~ carnt"il:­
ty, proves him to be of a. Mendic:lnt Ordt:r; 
which, added to hi .,> flattery and infinuOl:ioll, make 
hiD) fuppofecl to be a J (fllit , and ha\'c Oll.:quired 
him -the name ~f Loyola. I 11111f1: not omit fOP. 

that, when he breaks wind, he fmeUs exaCtly like 
Sult.lll ... 

J do not yet he:tr onc jot the better for ~1l my 
bathings and 'pumpings, though I have been here 
already full balf my time; J confequently go Yery 
little into company. being very little fit for any. 
1 hope you keep companY'enough for us both; you 
,win ~t more by that, than I fitall by a11 my rcad­
ing. [read fingly to amufe myfclf, and fill up my 
time, of which I ha,-e too much i but you ha\'e two 
mut:h better reafons for goin~ into company, Plea[ure , 
an~Profit. May you find, great deal of both, in 
"great deal of camp:my ! Adieu. 

L'ETTER 
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London, NO"cmber the loth, 1 7 .~'. 

IVJy DEAlt FKJRND, 

l\~".o mails arc now duc from Holhntl, fo that I 
haxe n(l letter from you to :l(:kno\oAedge ; hUt tbat, 

YOII know by long cxpcrirm'c, doc~ not hinder my 
writi ng to you: I always ren-I I'! your lwps with. 
plea/uFt'; but I Illcan , an d cnd~'l\ our, th :lt y~\l 

1110uld ft'c(,l\'c mine with (l, mc pro~t; prdal'illg 
always your a(h'ant:tg<: to my OWJl pk:dim'. 

If rOI l find youtldf well fcni,-d and na' malizeu at 

J\'tan llt'im. fray there ()lllc;' lim t: , .:tnd do not 1(':1\'e .. 

ccn :lin for an uncertain good; hut jf yuu think you 
than be as well. or beit el, cfiahlifl)fd at Munich, 
go there a~ {oon as you ph.-afc; and, if difappointcd , 
JOU can alw:l.\·s retllrn "0 i'vlanhcilll. J illentioned, 

.. in :l former }e'trer, your palling ',he Carnil"al at ger. 

l in. which I think may· be both u(cful and pIe.r­
ing to ),ou: how~ver, do as ,,'ou will; but let me 
XIl?W what you re«)h-e, That King and that country 
ha\"e., and will han, (0 great a {hare in the: affairs 
of Europe, that thC'"y are well worth being tborough­
ly known. 

"'·hetber, where you " are now, or evtr may be 
hertafttr. y.ou fpt:ak Frtnch, German, or Engllih 
mott, f I earne1lly recommend to ynu 1- panicular ~..: 
· .. )Il104 to tbe Propriety and elegancy of your /lyle I 

D. ~~, 



employ the heft words you can find in the langua~, 
avoid (Qiopbony, and make your ~riods as harmo~ 
nious as you C&n. I need not, I am fure, tell you, 
what you muft often have felt, how much the ele­
gancy of diction adorns the beft thoughts; and pal­
liates the worft. In the Haufe of Commons, it is 
almoft every thing; and, indeed, in every am:mbly, 
whether public or pri\·ate. \Vords, which are thc 
dreh of th6ngtlts, de[en'c, furcly, more care tlun 
clothes, which arc only the dre[~ of the perfon, and 
which,.howcl"{·r, ought to h:wc their ihare of :ltten~ 
tion. If you attend to yuur ftyll: in anyone lan­
guage, it wiij gi\·c ),oft an hllhit of attending: to it in 
c\'ery other; and if one:: you fi)c:ok either French or 
German very elcg:m:ly, ) ' 0U will afterwards [peak 
much the better Englilh .for it, I repeat it to you 
again, for at lenit: the thol\f:onoth time; exert your 
whole attention now in acquiring the ornamental part~ 
of charaCler. Pcople know n:ry little of the world. 
and talk nonfenfc, when tv.ey l:I,lk of pbinncfs and 
foijdity unadorned; they "~~ Il do in nothing; man· 
kind has been long out of a fi.lte of nature, and the 
golden age. of na.tive {implicity will neyer return. 
Whether for the hetter or the worCe: no ~at{er ; . but 
we are feuned; and plain manners, plain drefs, and 
" laift didion. would as lillie do in lif~, as acorns, 
;herbage •. and the water of the neighbouring fpring, 
~"Id d,o·&t table. Some people are juft come, who 
~'!IP.t me iQ the mi<\dle of my fermon; fo good 
'uiJht, . 
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LET T E R cccnr. 

London, Novcmb~r the 16th) I7~J. 

My DEAR FR1END, 

FINE doings 1t Manheim! If one may give cr~dit 
tu the wt'cldy hiHorics of Munlieu; Rodcriguc, the 
findl: writer among the modcrn.~; not only do duiffis 
brilJanw (/ nombreufes, da oplras ou ks atltuts Ie ItJr~ 
pO!/fin/, In jours dts Sainls de L L. A A. E E. fiirt1nif 
ji'mes c;t;brb en grand gala ; bl~t, to cr"-vn the whole. 
Monfieur Zuchrn.:mtcl is happily arrived, and Mane 
fieur \Vartenflcben hourly expeCl:cd. I hope that 
yOli are par; magna of all thefe delights; though. AS 

Noll Bluff f;tys, in the Old Batchelor, tbul t'oflallJ 
Gaz:.el/eer laNn no more nolice of you Illan if you wert not 
in Iht land of the Nvillg. I iliould think, that he 
might at leaft have taktn llotic~, that in thof~ re .. 
joicings you app~ared with a rejoicing, and n.t tI, 

gloomy countenance; and you diftinguilhed youre 
felf, in that n\tmerous and 1bining company, by 
your air, drefs. :ttldrefs, and attention;. If this was 
the tare, as I will both hope and fuppofe that it was, 
t will. if you r~quire it, have him written to, to do 
you juftice in Ilis next!upp!rmrnl. SerioUfiy, Jam 
" ery glad that you are' wJ1irleJ in that illUr!JiODn ,of 
pleafures; they fmooth. polifh, . and rub off rough • c0;.-ers: perhaps too, you have . lome p'rrictilu, 
pJI!Uiqn, which #15 frill mote .fred-ual •. 

. j) J Scb\Pb .. 't 
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SCh3nnat·S HiR-ory of the Palatinate was, J nnd, 
written or:grnllly in German, in which 1anguage, I 
fuppofe, it is that you lul\'e read it: but, as J mufi: 
humbly con'.c:nt nLJ'fdf with the French tr~nflation. 
Vaillant has ftnt for it for me, from Holland, to 
that I have not yet fend it. While you are in the 
Palatinale. you tin ,'eryw!·n to ~ad every thing re­
iati,'e to it; ym~ will do ftill berter if "on make th,lt 
rearling the found:l.tion of your inquiries into ,he 
murt minute circnmfi-ances and antedates of that 

cotmtry 7 whenever you are in company with in­
fo~med and k~owing fV'oplc. 

The Minificrs here, intimidated by the abford 
and gronndlcfs chmours of the mob, have, , 'ery 
weakly in my mind, repealed, this feffion, the bill 
which tl~ey had paffed in the !aft, for rendering 

Jews c;1p~ble of being Mturalized~ bJ- fubfequent 
a8s of p3.r! :.1mC'nr. The clarnouren triumph , and 
.. ·ill dOlilbtlcfs make fnthc:r dem:JJid!;; which, if not 

granted, this pil!'ce of compTaifance will foon be for­
torten. Nothing is truc-r to politics, tban this re­

leaion of the Card in:l.i de R etz. stut I~ PI IIplt a'oint 
iDllj{)fm 'II/(lnd 011 Itt k crainl pas; atid confequcntly, 
they grow unrea(onlble :l.nc, 'infolent, when they, find 
thar the}" :Lre fare(L . ""ire and bond! gO\'ernors 
*in never, if they can help it" give the ptop!e juft 
l:~fe to .omp!ili:l; hut flu!'n. on the other hand. 
~fi~ .. iIr firmly \\ ithOand" groundlds clamour. Be­
,lid,e', t.bar this noife ag::;inft the Jew bill proceeds from 
'@.u.t ~ mob·f!lll·it of ;.,~ltrtl/~. ~n re1igious,~d 

inl>ofj>itali., 
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inhofpitality in civil matters; both which -:ill wife 
gO\'ernments 1'hould appore. 

The confufion in France increafes d:li!r, as no 
doubt you are informed where you are. There is 
~n :lOr\\'~r of the Clergy's to the remonftrances of the 
Parliament, lately pllbli!h~d; which was fent me by 
the !aft poll: from France, and which I would ha\'e 
fent YOll, enelofed in this, were it not tOO bulky. 
Very probably you may fte it:1.t l\-f.·mheim, from the 
French Miniftcr: it i-; ,"cry well W(lrth yom reading, 
being moft artfully and plaufibly written: though 
tounded upon f"a l!i:: princip'lcs ; the jus divi11llm of 

• the Clergy, and con(cqllcntly their lflpremacy ill all 
nutters of faith and doctrine, arc aff'el"ted; both 
whidt I abfolutcly deny. 'Vere thofe two points 
allowed the Clergy of an'y country wharfoel'er, they 
muft: neccirarily govern that country abfolutdy; 
every thing being, direCtly or indireCtly, relative to 
faith or dochine; and whoever is fuppofed to have 
the power of fa .... ing a'\,d damning fouls to all eter­
nity (which power tlte Clergy pretend to) will be 
Jtltlch more confidered, and better obe)'ed, than any 
civil power, 'hat forms no pretenfions beyond this 
\vorid. Whereas, in truth, the Clergy in every 
t:o'untryare, like all other [ubjech, dependent~ 
the fupwne legil1ative power; and are ' appoinied 
by that power, under whatever refi;riaion. and 
limitations it pleafe., to keep up decency &nd d~o. 
·rurp in the church" -juft- u conftables are to ',~;;i iji; 
~"". i. t~ pario.. . Thi. F .... i'aolo ,h4a. ~ 
'proved, even upon their own principles 0(' the/Oii 
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and New Teftament, in his book de Benefi(iis, which 
I . recommend to you to read with attention; it is 
thort. Adieu! 

L E'T T E R CCCIV. 

London, December the 25th, 1153. 

My DEAR ~aJEND, 

Y ESTERDA Y again I received two letters at once 
from you, the one of the 7th, the other of the 15th, 
from Manheim. 

You never had in your life fa good a reafon for 
not writing, either to me or to any body eIfe, as 
your tore finger lately furnifhed you. I believe it 
was painful, and I am gl.:u:l it" is cured; but a fore 
:finger,. howel'cr painful, is Q. much lefs evil than 
lazinefs, of either body or mind, and attended b, 
fewer ill confcquences. 

:} am "ery glad to hear that you were diftiti. 
se;iQtcd, at the Court ofManheirn. from the reft of 
yoUr countrymen and feilow-tral"'ellers: it is a fign 
U.]f'OU had better manners and ac.ldrefs than they; 
for. <take it for granted, the heft-bred people will 
~yt.. be, the beft received, wherever they .go. 
Qood _nners ..., the fettled medium·{;f 1<>cial; '~ 

jptdI 
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f ptcit is of corumerciallife; rcturn lt. are equllty ex 
petted for both; and people will 110 more advance 
t hei r ci\·jlity to a Ik-ar. than thcir mOlley to a Bank~ 
rllpt, I r(,ally bOlh hope and bc.:licvc. that the G cr_ 
11'1:\0 COlms will do yuu a grl'at deal of good; thei r 
I..'aemony and rcfiraint being the proper correCtives 

alll i amidotcs for your ncgligclll:c ilnd in:l.ttrntltm. 

I br lit"n : tht'Y would nut grcal~y rclilll your wel lt" ring 

in ypur own iazincfs, and an ealY cflair; nor t:tkc it 
very k indly, if, when t1ll'y fpoke 10 ~ (' 1I. (I f rOll to 

Iht"m . you looked allOlhcr way j .:IS 0l1H.;/] :!'S !O I;IY, 

kifs my b- h. As they gil"c. ((, tI • ..:)' r( qu ire at­
ten tioll; and , by the way, I ~lkt' this · max im fur an 
undoubt ed truth, T h;lt nu youn~ \nan C.:I1l polli_ 
hly imprO\'c in any company, ~ )r wlli<.:h lie has 
not rcfpt fl enollgi , to be unde r fome degree of r(­

ftraim . 
I dare not nuCt to M cyffimicr's report of hi ~ Rhe. 

nilll, his Burgundy not h:l.\·i ng :.Illfivcrco e:rher hi, 

account or my cxpeCt'.lr ions. I doubt, as a wine­
merchant, he is the perJdllJ t dUpO , whatever fIe may 
h()o :.ls a hanker. I (hall therefore I'enture upon nono 
of his wine ; b~t uelay making my provifion of Old .. 
Tlock, " till J go abroad myfelf next Ipring; as I told 
you' in the utmoft fec recy, in my Ja.ft, that I intend 
( 0 do; and then proba.bly I may tafte " fome that I 
l ike, and £0 upon fure ground. Tbere is commonly 
very good. both at Aix·ta-Chapelle and Liege J 

where 1 formed)' got fome "excellent, which I carricd.." 
wittr1ne to S~, whue I drank no other wine:. 
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Aimy letters to you frequently mifcarry, 1 WIll re­
peat in this, that part of my 1aft, which related to 
your future motions. Whenever you 111311 he lired 
of Betlin, go to Drefden; where Sir Charles ,",' jl­
Iiams win be. who will rccci\-e you with open arms. 
;He dined with me to-day; and fers out for Drcfden 

jn about fix weeks. H e lpoke of you wilh great 
Itindnefs and impatience to fec you again. He will 

t~ft and employ you in bufinefs (and he is now in 
die whole fecret (_,f importance) till we fix our place 
to meet-tn; which probably will be Spa_ Where­

ever you are, inform yourfelf minutely of, and attend 
particularly t<fthe afiiLir" of France; they grow [e­
lious, and in my 0]1i!1;On will grow more and more fo 
c\'ery day. The King is dcfpi !t!d, and I do not won· 

der at it; but he has brought it about, to be hated 
at the fame time, which feldom happens to the f:une 
mM. His minill:ers are known to be as difunit~rl as 
incapable: he hefitates between the Church and the 
Parliaments, like the A fs ih the fable, lho:.t 1bn-cd 
between two hampers of h3.JiI; too much in lo \-c with 
his miftrefs to p~rt with her. and too much :!fraid{or 
bis foul to enjoy her; jealous of-thc Parliaments, who 
:wo':lld fupport his authority; :md a cJ,.: ,,-oted bigot to 
1;bc Church, that would defiroy it. The people arc 

.~ confequently difcontented: thofe who h3"C 
~jon,~ a.re di\·ided in their notions of it; which is 
bYiPg.' that they hate one another. The Oergy 
'~_'e{ .. do fprgi\'e; m.uch Ids will thev forgiv,e the 
-Parliament: the Parliament never· will forgive 'tl1em •. 
u;'hc anllY ',mufi: without doubt take ... .in tht:ir own 

miAdi 



minds at le3ft, differtnt -parts in all there difplltt't, 
which upon aecaGon would break. our. Armies" 

t hough ~Iways ,he fupporters and tools of ahtohnt 
power for the time beiog, are alway.~ the deflroyenr 
or it too, by frequently ch:lOgin~ the hands in whidl 
they think proper to JoJgc it. This was the cafe of 

t he Pncror;an b:ln{h, who dcpofcd ilnd murdered the 

monftcrs they had raikd to opprels mankind. The 
J aniJla ries in Turkey. and th e rt'~ml'nt'S of guards 
in Rulfia, do the faille now. The French nation 

rc:t(on<; freely, "hid they !lcY(':r did bdopc, upon 
malters of religion and gove rnmcnt, :lnc~ h{'gin to 

he /t,rr;;!, luJicali; the orii(:crs ~o (0 rod'; in Own, all 
the frmptoms, which I h.we cn-r mer with in 1Iif­
wrr. prc\-;OUS to g rc :'..t changes and rC\'olut ;o ns in 

Gorcrnmcnt, flllW cxill, a:Hldail y increafe, in France. 

lam r;lad of it; the refl of Europe wdl be the quieter, 
and huye ti me to recon~r. Englal1d, I am fme, 

",,'ants rr-ft; for it wants men and -money: the Re­
public of the United- Proyinces wants tx)th , ftill 

more: the \other Powers cannot well da.nce, when 
neither Fra~c, nor the maritime Powers, can, at 

they uftd to 00, pl.)' th~ piper. The' firft fquabble 

i'rl Europe, that I fOferee, will be about the Crown 

()f Poland, fhould the prefent King die; and there­

fore I willi his !'ltlajdty a long life and a merry qbritl ... 
mas. So much for foreign politics: but,. ptO", oi 
them, pray take .caTe, while you are in1:hofe pam of 
Ger~ny, 10 inform yourfelf conuUy of aU the do­
tartr, difcuffions, and agreemen~· whicli the f~vera1 
wan. conJifatWos. ban,. and uoaiet. 'occatii:med 

1><1""", 
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b.et,Yeen lthe Bavarian and Palatine Eled:orates: they 
are interefting and curious. 

I 1n:l1l not, upon the occafion of the approaching 
new):ear, repeat to you the willie.> which [ continue 
tc? form fur )'Ou ; you know them aU alrcldy ~ and 
-you know that it is abfolutely in your own ~ower to 
{atisfr moIl of them. Among many other Wi01CS , 
this is my mo[r earneft Olle, That you would opcn 
the new year wi\h :T. mort folc:mn and dc \'out lacri­
:iice to the Graccs : wiw ne\·er rCJeCt thOle that fup­
plicate t~em with f<!rwmr: wi thout them, let me tell 
you, that your fric-nd Dame Fortune will fta.nd you 
in little fiend: C>Day tile)· :lll be your friends! 

Adieu. 

LETTER CCCV. 

London, J~uary the I ~t h, 1754. 

My DEAn FlUEND, 

1 'H.AVE this moment received your letter of the 
~6th Plft. "from Munich. Since you are got fa well 
put of the diftrefs and dangers of your journey from 
M,lnhejm, ] am glad that you were in them, 

CmJijie i Iii/ttti 

M"'fOT'.ia di /'tn.,. 
NI jiI 'N ft. 6 ... 
Cbi fN/ "'" foffi"l. 

They 



TO HJS. tOIf. • They were hut. l ittle famples of tbe! much ~~ 
diftr('(, 3Ild dangers ",h'ieh youflutl: expeCl: to ~ei: 
with in your greal (and , I hope ,long) journeythroug& 

life. In fome paris of it, tiowers are [callered \vitb 

profufion, Ihe rO:l.d is fmuolh, :lml the prolj}cfi pic .... 

fant: but in others (:lOd I felr the greater Ollmber) .. 

t he road is ruggcd , bcfc.:t with thorns and briars, 

and cut by torrents. G ather tbe flowers in your 

way; but at the ( .. me ti me guard ,.gai nft the briars 

that are either mixed wit h thelll, or that moli: cer­

tainly fucceed them. 
1 thank you for your wild hoar, who, now he i, 

dc-ad , J aflu re him, f IniJIcr" /Jim nlll'Jl~r nuzlgrl VtliJ 
en. a;! i though r tlnl not fure that I fhouJd 113.Ve had 
that perfonal ,·alour which (u fuccefsfully difringui1h­

t.:d you in fingle combat ~ ith him, which made him 

bite the duilli ke Homer's heroes, :md, to conclude 

my period fublimely, put him into that pitHe from 
wh ich J propo(e eating hi m. At the fame time that 

I applaud your "alour, .1 muft do juftice to your mOo­

defty; which cand idly admiu, t hat you .were not 

oyer-mafch\d, and that your adverfary was of about 
yO\1r own ag6.,anc1 filfoe. A Afarcojfin, being under I 

y~a.r old, would have 1;leen below your indignatiOa. 

Bite tU '~1IIpag,,;! , being under two yean old, wu 
full in my opinion below your glory; but" gudi 
that your enemy waS .", hgot; that is, from tWo to 
three yean okJ ; an a.ge and 6ze which, bctweco maa 

and boar" &nfwer pretty well to yuua. 
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tI JlCCIOentl or Dan roaas or wq,ters ao not <teo­
~n you at Mun.~, I do 'not fancy that plea[ures 
will; and I rather"elieve you will f~k for, and 
find tbem 3.t the Camind at Berlin; in which lup­
pofition, I e\'('ntual!y dired this letter to yo~r 

barikd there. While you are at Berlin (1 earndlly 
r~commend it to you again 'and again), pray (are 

to fee, . be.ar, know, and mind, every thing there. 
riN .bJt./I Prlll'l in ErrorE , is furdy an object. 
thllt defcrvc, ;1ltemion; and the lean: thing that 

Jlt- doe$, lile tile: 1m:!.lldt iketch('s of the greatefr 
painters; has it.s ,'alue, and a confidcrable one 
100. 

Read with care the C~Jt Frtdtricl:, and inform 
yourld f of the good cffuqs of it, in thofe partS of 

bis dominions where: it JH1S taken place. and whert 

it has ban iined the farm'er chicanes, quirks, aod 

quibbles cf the old l:l.w. Do nOI think. any oetail too 

miDute, or trifling, for your inquiry and ohfentation. 

J with that you cOlllJ find one hour's leifure every , 
day, to TCld (ome good Itali :m author, and to coo­

.nri: in dIal: language with 6\IT worthy )fiend Signor 

Angrlo Corj: it would both refrefh{and improve 
:your Iwian, which, of the many languages you 

)pow. I take to be that ' in which you arc the le:1.ft 
::ftrfelt:; but of which too, you already know enough 
"~mUe yourfe1fm:l.fttr of, with very little trouble, 
"~~~ne\"~ you pleafe. 

lAYe,dwell, and grow, at the feveral Cou~ there; 
uk them"fo much to your face, tllaf tht::y nliIl.,not 

. look 



look upon you ' as a ftranger. Obfen-e, aqd ~ 
their torr, e\"en to their affections and (ollies; for' 
fuch there are, and perhaps 1houltl be, at aU Courts. 
Stay, in all t'yents, at Berlin, till I inform you of 
5if Charles "Williams's arrl"al ::l.t DrcliJen; whue, 
J [upporc, you would not care to be before hiQI, and 
where you may go :l!> foon afu:r him as "ever you 

Vlc::ift'. Your time there will m'irher be un~rofitably 
nor diflgreeably fpent; he will int~uce you inta 
:;11 the heft company, though ile can introduce you 
to none fo good as his o.wn. H e has of late ot.pplied 
himfelf ycry fcri oufly to foreign affairs, efpedally 
thole of Saxony and Poland-; he kn~\'s them per. 
feCtl r well, and will tell you what l lC knows. He 

always exprelTes, and r hue good reafon to believe 
very flncerdy, great kiadnefs and affeCiiDn for 

you. 
The works of the Jate Lord Bolingbroke are juA: 

publifhed, and have plunged me into philo[op~ical 
ftudics; which hitherto'r have not been much ufed 
to, or deligltted with; ~nvinccd of the futility of 
t"lu~rc refearci:1~ : but I hayc read his philofophica1 
Effay upon the\extent of human knowledge, whic14 
by the way, makes two brge quarto's and an , half. 
H e there ihows very clearly, and with moft fplendid , 
eloquence, what the human mind cm, and cannot 
do; that our underftanrungs are wifely calculated f~ 
our place in this plane.t, and for the link wpich .we· 
form 10 thipnivef..f~1 ,chain ,of t~ings; but that thef 
are bJno """.'" t~pabl. of that degree 0( know~ 

"hiCh 
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which our curiofity makes us fcarch after, and which 

our vanity makes · us often belie\'e we arrive at, I 

ihall not recommend to you the rClding of that 
work. Blltl when " ou rClurn hither, I tball recom­
mend to jOur freq~:ent and diligent perufal all hi; 
lmc"ts, that arc rcl:t.t!\'e to our hiRory and conftitu­
lion; upon which he throws lights, and fcaners 

graces, \~'hich no other writer has en'r pone. 

Reading, \\"l~ich was always a plcafme to me in 

the time even of my greaten difiipation, is now be­

CO(nC my only r{'fug:c; nod, J fcar, I indulge it too 
much) at the expclH.:c of my eyes. Eut what can I 

do? J mufi'rlv Il1m;thing; I cannot bea. abfolute 

idlcl1efs : my e:m ~ro\\' every riay more urclel~ to me, 

my eyes confl"ljul'lltly more nCCdraTY; I will not 

Jw:ud them like (1 miter, but will rall\(.:r rilk the lois, 
thll1 nnt to cnj~ly {he ure of tbem. 

Pray It:l me know all tbe particulars, not only of 

YOll.r n:cC'ptinn at ~hmich. hut alfo at n crlin : at (he 
latter 1 J belicve, it will be !o. good one ; for his Pru(­

tiao ~ajt"fry knows, that I ba\·e long b,cn tin ndmiiCr 
"nJ riffeEh'r oj his grt(l/ and '1!(lrhnQ la/cnIJ. 

Adieu 

LETtER. 
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tETTER CCCVI. 

Londun; February the 1ft, 1754' 

My DEAl'l. FRI:E XlJ, 

1 RECEIVED, yeficrJan yours of the I ~th fron\ 
Munich j in t:anfequencc of wh:c", I uireCt this to 
you thcre, though I direCted mr threc bft to Berlin. 
where I fuppofe you will find t!lcm at YOU! arrival. 
Since you are not only domefiic:Ht·d , but "hbl at 
Munich , ),ou are much in l hc right. to flay there. 
It is not by feeing phces, thn une know5 them, but 
by fami!iM and daily cunver/iuions with [he people 
of f:lihion. I would not. ca re ro Ix in tile place of 
th:1.t prodigy of be:LUty. whl,m you are to drive dlZnt 
La courft de 'Trn;neQux ; ,mu l am apt to think you are 
mUl:h more likely 10 br(:ak IIl.: r bOlles, than On:: is, 
tuough en:r [0 c ruel, til brc:1.k your lll'art. Nay, I 
:lnl not (ure but thilt, nccoruing to all the rules of 

gallantry, }:ou art: (JLI~ged to overturn her on pur~ 
pOre: ill the fjrfi: pLlce , fvr 111t: chalice of feeing 
her baclc.fidc; ~Il the next, for the (l!ke of the con~ 
tritipn and conce rn which it would give you an op. 
porrunity o( 1howing; and lafily, upon account 0( 

all the g",tilkjfis tl tpigru",ul, which it would 

naturally fuggeft. Voiture has made feveralftaDUIi 
UPOA an ~ciden' of tfult kind, which happened t.o ·a 
llaiy .• £ hi. tct:tuaintance. There iill a great dtal· of 
"it.'.iaLtban.\a.th¢r.:.too mach; . b, .. ac:cordill&-" 
croW 0'. IV. E u.. 
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rile tafte of thofe times, they are full of what the' 
It.1ians call.concctti fpiritojiffimi; the Spaniards, agu~ 
M~e; and w~ aftcctation and quaintnefs. I ho~ 
you· have endcavourcd to fuit your 'Tra;M4tt to the 
c.haraCler of the Fair-onc whom it is to contain~ ~f. 
olhe is of an irafciblc, impetuous difpofition (as fine 
women can fometimes be), you will doubtlefs place 
h"er in the body of a lion, a tiger, a dragon, or 
tome tremendou, beaG: of prey and fury; if ihe ·is a. 
lublime and ftately beauty, which I think mote pro­
bable (fQf unqueftionahly !he is hogb gebobrne), you 
will, I fuppofe, provide a magnificent fwan or 
proud peacoci for hep reception; but, if !he is all 
kndemefs and foftners, you have, to be fure, taken. 
<:are, amorous do\"es and wanton fparrow! fhould 
·retm to flutter round her . . Proper mottos, J take it 
A>r granted, that you have c\'emuaUy prepared; but,. 
if not, you may 11J~d ."l. great many rcady-made ones,. 
in Us llltrlli.:ns d'Arijlt tt d'Errgin(, fur leJ dftJijtsy 
written by Pere Bouhours, fl.nd worth your reading 
M any time. I will not (ay to you, up~ this occa-'­
ioJ'{,. like tht" Father in OVi~1 

rarce, pUl"r,jiiflluiis j d /m;us iller, mI. 
On the contrary. drive on brif)Jy;. it is not the 
;t.hariot of the fun that you drive, but!. yw azry the 
filA ia yow ch&riot, confcq1JeJlt!y, tie fafter " 
...... tile Ief. it will be likely eitlter .. fcorclL<l. 
........ This u SpWIh enough. I ... ~ 

Jf thi,liDds you ftiIl at M...ucb, ..., ... """, 
_ t!iiwollr-. roe '" Mr. Burria. lit, ... .. -. 
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.am·Tery inu.cb. obliged for all his kindnefs to you: it 
is _true. that. while I had power, I endeavoured to 

ferve him; but it is!l.'i true too. that I {en-·cd many 
others mote, who have neither returned nor rem~m ... 
hc:rcd thole fan·iccs. 

I hlxe been very iii this ba fOHn:ghr, of youp, 
old Carniolan complaint, the arlbriliJ ~:(I.t,,; luckily. 
it did not fall upon my bre:l.fi, but fci zec.l on my 
right arm; there it fixer1 its fL'at uj~'mpin.'; but, as 
in aU . tyr;lonical go\'ernml:nts, the remoteft parts 
felt their fbJ.re of its rc~-erity. Llfi: pon: I.was not 
able to hold a pen long enohgh to wrile tu you, and 
there[;lr..: dd"irctl Mr. Grc H'Jlkop to ,.lo it for me t 

but th.u letter was llirdted to Bel'lin. My pain i3 
now much abated, though J have ftill fome fine re­
h1ain~ of it in my fh oplder. whcre I fear it will teaze 
me a great while. J mllfi 'be careful to take Horace;& 
ad\' ice , and confider well, 9!.!.,;Jvalta1l1 bMmeri, quill 
ferre rw.!tnl. 

Wy Che{terfield bids me make you her com ... 
pliments, a!:ld affure you, that the mufic will be 
~uch more welcome to ller with you, thUl without 
you. 

In (orne of my Ian letters, which were dire1!ted to, 
and .will I fuppofc: wait for you at Berlin. I compli .. 
mented you, and with jufiice, upon your grea~ im­
provement of late in the epiftolary way, both with, 
regard to tbe ftyle and tbe turn of yOUl' letters; your, 
four or -6~ laft to me have been vc.ry goodones, .an4 
ODe ,mit you ''Ntote to Mr. Harte, upon the New· 
)"_-_,co pretty a one, and he ..... fg iDucha4 

E • ,Ii>, 
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iO juilly plea(ed with it, that he fent"i't Me ftMt 
Windfor, the inftant he had read it. This talent 
(and a moA: needrary ont it is in the courfe of li(c~) 
is to be acquired by refo1ving, and taking pains to 
acquire it ; and , indeed, fo is every talent except 
poetry, which j~ Ilndoubtedly a gift. Think there­
fore, night and day. of the turn, the purity, the 
corref.l:ncfs, the perfpicuity, and the elegancy of 
whatevcr you f~ak or write : take my word for it, 
your labour will not bc in vain, but greatly rewarded 
by the Jwveft of praifc and fucccfs which it will 
bring you. Delicacy of turn, and elegancy of fiyle, 
are ornament. as neccffary to common fen fe, as at­
tentions, addrefs, and fafhioruble manners, :lre ta 
common civility; both may fubfift without them', 
but then, without being of the leaft ufe to the owner. 
The figure of a man is cxacUy the fame, in dirty 
'rags, or in the fincft and beft-chofeo clothes ; but 
in which of the two he: is the moft likely to pleafe. 
and to be received in good ~ompany, I leave to you. 
to determine. 

Both my arm and my paper hint to me, to· bii 
you p>d night. 



LETTER cccvn, 

l.ondon, February the 1'2lh, 1754-. 

My DEAR FRIEN"D, 

I TAKE my ai m, and let off this letter 3t rou, it 
Berlin; ) ihould be forry it mifJ~d you, becaufe I 
bel ieve you will read it with as much pleafure as ( 
write it. It is to inform you, that, after fOll1c diffi.­
.cultics ilnll dangers, your fcat in the new Parliament 
is at laft ablolutcly ii:cmed, • and tbaf Wit.!lOut oppo­
:fition, or the Ieaft neccility of your pcrfonal trouble 
()f appearance. Tllis fuccds, I muft farther inform 
)'ou, is in a great dt:gree owing to Mr. Eliot's 
friendfhip to us both; for he brings you in with 
·h imfclf, at his fureft borougb. As ~t was impoffible 
to aCt with more zeal and fricnd1hip than Mr~ Eliot 
l Ias af.tcd in thi s wholl: affair, I ddire t1~t you will, 
by the ,'cty next poft,O write him a letter of th.aDks, 
warm :md young thanks, nat old and cold ones. YO\l 
may cndofe it in yours to meot a.nd I will {,:nd it to 
.him, for he is now in .comwall. 

Thus, [ure of being a Senatorot I.dae c., you ~ . 
.pot propofc to be one of .the ptdarii /tIIa/.IW.tJ, II [JIM­

~JJJ ire infmu.tiMII; {or, as t:.be Houk: of CocnmGoI 
.is the thatre where you muft lnGe your fon.m: fOIl. 
Jj~ the world, y.ou I;tluft refolve to be an ~ 
pa'"Dot a perJQII4 "'II/~J which is jut equivalCqt tQ'" 
~ "i"'" o<h~'~ Wbocvcr ck>IIt. 

E 3 '!Mi 



~ LORD CHBlTft.(.I.»"S L!TTE'.' 

not thine there is obfcur~, infignifkanr, and COR .. 

temptible; and you cannot 'concci\'~ ho.w eafy it is, 
for a man of half your feufe andkno.wiedge, to.} 

fhine there if he pleafes. The rece;ot to L; ,:1kc 

a -(peaker, and ~n applauded on'! too, ii Ihort :'lnt! 
• eafy-Take of common fenfe qlllm'uJ}Jji~f;' ;'. :.uld a 
little application to the rll!e., r:nd nrd .· r .. of the 

~oufe, . throw ob.vioU'i t!hJlIgh:s ;n :~ neil' li~ht, and 
make lip the whole with J Lrge qll:l::ritr of purity, 
f.nrreCtncf5, and e1..:ganL)" of fi ) ' ~.-Take it for 
granted; that by farthe gT l':ltI'H part 01' m;.nkind do 
:n.cither analyCe nor fcarch to the bott( t1:; they are 
. ' . . .. 
'uitapable of penetratmg deeper th:~ n the fllrf:lce. 

All ha\'c fcnfes to he gratilicd. "cry few ha':~ ~ca1i)l\ 
to pe applil'd roo Gr;tceful l ltttrii:xe 31, d aCtion 
pleafe th eir eyes, elegant ~ic~ion tid:l<-s tht.·ir ~a;,s; 
but ftrong f (,:'l foo would be tllrown aW3Y up<..n thr'm. 
l' am not only pcrfuaJed hy th~ory, but convino::c(~ 
by my experi~nce) that (fllppofing n c~rtaill d~gree 

of cammon fenfe) what is call(:d a good Cpeaker is. 
as ,n'lurn :t mechanic as a gou:l fhocmakei; and that 
\he twO trades are equal.Jy to be learn,ed by the fame 
ldegree~ of applicat~n. Therefore, for God~a.iake, 
,Jet this trade be the principal objeCt of your"though'ts;. 
~r lcic fight of it. Anepd miauteJy to yOur. 

""' .... wh.t~ .. er language you {peak or write in ; {~ 
. :tbt beA· wordi, and think of the beft tums~ 
-~ver,,ou doubt of t~e propJ;"i~ry or elegancy 0{ 
~ .... otd; f..,ch the diaionary or fome sOO<tmthor 
lfai'!it, ... ~ui:(e . of {cmebody, who is ~r' of 
!!!t;il .~, iIld\ui. JitiJ. rimo~ . jH:'p;iety ""' 

d~ 



&gancy of dillion will become fo habirua1 to yotr, 

that they will coft yoa. no more trouble. As I have 
laid this down to be mechanical, and attainable by 
whoever will take the ne-ceifa<'Y pains, .tlll.:rc will be 
no great vanity in my faying, that I Law the im~ 
partance of the obj~Cl: fo early, and attended to It· 
fo young, that it would now coft me mote trouble 
to fpeak- or write ungramm:uically, \'ulgarly, and. 
inelegantly, dun every it did· to avoid doing 
fo. The late Lord Bolingbroke, without the lc:aft 
trouble, talked all day long, full 6S elegantly as he 
wrotc. Why? Not bj' :I peculiar gift frotll 
he.wen; but, as he lIas Qften {old ~ himfelf, by 
;sn early and .confbnt attention to his ftyle. Th~ 

prefent Solicitor-g.eneral, Murray", has leu law 
'than many Iawj'crsJ but has more praCl:ice than 
.any; merely upon account of his eloquence, of 
which he has a never-failing fueam. I remember., 
fa long ago as when I WJ.S at Cambridge, whene\"u 
I read pieces of eloquence (and indeed they were: 
my chief' ftudy) whether antient or modem" f 
nfed to write down the ibining patfagts, and ,thea 
tranllate thctfl, as well and as elegantly .., ~ver .j 
cOuld; if lAtin or French, into Engli1b, jf Engli1ht, 
inio French, This, whi<:h I pratlifed for Como ye&Jf, 

not oDly improved and· formed my ftyle, but '",,",. 
printed in my mind and memory the belt ~ 
of the heft .uth.n, The trOuble .... Iitdo, ...... 
a4~~ I bat. upuieDc.d _ great. W .. ' 

c.lOIlJ.cri _ .. lilt,.., '7-' 
E~ ,. 
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you are abroad, you can neither have time nor op.­
portunity to n:ad pieces of Englifh, or Parlia .. 

m enta ry eloquence, a~ T hope you will carefully do 
.when } 'OU return; but, in the mean time, whenev~r 
pieces of French c:loqucnct: come in your war; 
ruch as the fpl:cches' of perfaDs received into the 
Ac:ulemy. oraiflm /unIlJfts. rt>prefentations of the 
'feveral J)"rliamcnts to th e king. CSt. read them ip. 
thai: vicw. in tbra {pirit; obfcr .... e the harmony, the 
turn and elc'ganey of the !lyle; examine in what you 

think it 4night have been bcuer; and confider in 
w.hat, had you written it your[clf, rou might have 
done worre. .C'.ompar~ the ditI"erent manners of 
aprc:ffing the (arne thought s, in different authors; 
ed 'obferve how differently the fame things appear 
in different drdfes. Vulgar, coarle, and ill-chofen 
words, will deform n~d (~(':gradc the beft tllOUghts.. 
as much as rags and dirt will the beft flgure. In 
1hort, 'you now know your ot~ca ; ,purfue it fiea,. 
dUy, and have no digreffions that arc not rdative 
to, -.ad conne8t:d with, tl~ main aa~n, Yoqr 
fUc,eU ~ in P,uliament will effeCtually relllOl"e all 
41M oiJjrOic1lJ; either a foreign or a domeftic defti· 

,arion will no longer he refufed you, ~f l'o~ I:ll*e 
~ way [0 it through Wefrminfrer .. 

Idlink. J may now fay, th~t I .~ quit<: recQvered 
~}n1dlUe illnds, ftre~gth apd fpirits excepted, 
i!III:~ ¥II ~<>, yet rdlored. Aix-Ia Chapell. and 
"'iU,~JJ)~JK.\·~1 ,anfwer all m)~ pllrpofer. 
:~::iJ:;'1~ng , to k"r ~n account cf your reception 'U 

I:CVill!Ch'l !>ncy will be· ~ ..... 1!Aciow ""'10, 

LE"T~". 



TO B15 lOW, 

LET T E R. CCCVlll. 

London. February the 15th, 17..5 .. 

My DEAR Fau:s D, 

I CAN now with great truth apply your own motto 
to you, NUI/lilli mmJen abcjl , ji);' pnNrnfin. You a.r~ 

fure of being, as early as your age wilf permit, .. 
l\1cmbcr of that Houle i which is the only. road to 
figure and fortune in th is country. Thofc, indeed, 
who arc bred up to, ::\Jld dilting uiOl.z:hcmfelves jq, 

panicular profeflions, as the firm)" the n3.\'Y. and 
t he law. rna),. by the ir own merit. rair~ themfo1vet 

to a certain degree ; but you m~y obferve tOO, tha;t 
rhey never get (0 the top, without the affillance of 
Parliamentary talents and influence. The me.lll' of 
d iftinguiihing yourfdf in Parliament are, as I told. 
you in my 41ft, much. more eafily attained than ( 
heJie"e yoi) imagine. ~lofe auendance to the bufi­
PrWs of the Haufe will foon gil"'C you the Parl iamen­
tary'routine; apd fuitl: :u.tc:ntion to your ftyle will 
loon make you, pot only" [peaker, but .a good one. 
The vulgar look upon a man, whQ is r«:koned a fine 
f~er, as a ' p~Henomenon, a fuperna~raJ bcin,t 
",00 endoweQ ,with fome peculiar gift of Hca,enl 
!hey' liar. at ~;'m if h. w;uks in Lhe POlk, and c;rr. .. 
{bal iJ..~C'.. You "i!J, . J am fure, view him in a j~ 

JjyJJ-; .a,.d tItdI. f~'!'" You will coolidu hi" 
1>!1l1 ' ¥ ~ .~· r>t:. ,,,.'Henf., .. bqf4_ c~ 

.. 'f'oIt 
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ihougtlt~ with the:: graces of elocution, arid the ele~ 
gancy of ftyJ (! . The mimc1e will then ccafe ; and 
you will bt! l.:oOl,jnced, that with the fame applica­
tion, and attention to the bn: objects, you may 
JD)ft certaiulr equ:\l, and perhaps furpafs. this pr'li­
digy. Sir \V-- Y-, with not a quarter- of 
your part.i, and not a thouiandth part of your know­
ledge, has, by a glibnefs of tongue tingly, mired 
.imfclf fucc<:tfi~'eJy to the beft employments of the 
l.ingdom: he has been Lord of the Ad1lliralty, Lord 
Of the Trea(ury, Secretary at War, and is npW Vice-­
Trufurer of Ireland; and aU this with a moft fullied~ . " 
bot to fay bI!tRcd, charal'ter. Reprefent the thmg 
to yourfelf, as it rc-:uly is. cafilyaHainabJe, and you 
will find it fo. Have but ambitIon enough paffion-­
ately to defire the ()bjca .. :md fpiTit enough to ufe 
the means, anu I will be anfwerable for your fuc­
cds. When I was younger than you are, I refolved 
within myfclf that I would in all events be a fpe:akCT 
ia Parliament, 3nrl a ~ood' one too, if I could. I 
conftquently never 10ft figh .. of that objell:, and nevt'r 
.egledeJ. 'iIl); of the means that I tbO\lght ltd to it. 
rfuccecded to a. cert ai n degree; and, I aff"ure you, 
with gr£at cafe, and without fuperiortalents. Yoong 
people are ,'ery apt to over-rate both men and things, 
'6ohl not being 'enough acquainted with them. In' 
~ion as you come to know them better, you 
~'va]~e them Ids. You will find that teafoo, which 
~,~ ooght to dired mantin<!. fcldom 4~; but" 

, ;~Q8 and weakDe~s commoaly ufurp·itJ tat. 
~ ruIo i. it> *<ad: You wiII"/iod;" tII&t"the-_ 

ha ... 
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have tlleir weak fidea too, and are only comparalo. 
tively able, with regard to the frill weaker herd J 

having fewer we.u..neffes tnemfelves, they a.re &ble to 
av"il themfelyes of the innumerable Olles of the gene­
rility of mankind; being more mafters of thcmfc.=h·n, 
they become more eatily mafters of others, They ad .. 
drefs themfc-l\'es to their weakneHes, .their feRret, 
their paffions ; ' neycr to their reafon; and confe-. 
quentl y feldom fail of fuccefs. B~t then analyfe 
thofe great, thofe governing, and, as the vulgv 
imagine, thofe perfeCt Chara~ters ; and you ""ill find 
the great Bmtlls a thief in Macedonia, the great Cal"­
dinal de Richdicu :1. jealous p·oetafter,· and the great 
Duke of Marlborough a mifer. Till you come ~ 
know mankinu by your own eXJX!rience, I know DQO. 

thing, nor no man, that can in the mean time brin~ 
you [0 well acquainted with th ~11l as Ie Due de la 
Rochefoucault: his little book of Maxims, which I 
would ad\'ite yon to look into, for fome moments at 
leaft. evert day of your' life, is, I fear, too like, and 
too exae'l, a picture of human nature: I o~n, it 
t~s to degrade it; but yet my experience does not 
convince ~ tltat it degrades it unjuftly. . 
. Now tobring all this home to my firft point. 'All 
thefe confidcrations 1hould not only invite: y~ to at­
'tempt to make a ngure in Parliament; but 'e:~ 

r:lge you to hope that you 1haII fucceed. To goye~ 
mankind, ODe mufl: not over-rate tbem; and to pI:erde 
~ ~i~e, at a fpeaker, ODe muft not o~r.nlue·,~ 
w.6~~ I fuft came i1i1o the Howe of Commaaii i,' 
.tfo<&.d tlIar,deaibIy'u ....... rablc _. lad fak 

a.at"-
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a c~rt;\in awC' upon me: but, uPO!1- bettcr acquain­
.tance'. Ulat awe foon ,'ar.illlct!; and I difcovercd, 
ih:lt. 0( the five hl1ndred and fixt}", nnta!x)\·e thirry 
..c.ould underftanrl reafun, ami th:lt all tbe refl were 
I'upk j tb:u .hufc Ill-irt}" (JIll}" required plain comi1TOll 
.(CD re~ dr\'n~·d HI' in gO(KlIanguage ; and that all the 
.others required only fluwing and harmonious periods, 

~~het.\;.cr tJlCY convcyed aDY lllcaning nr not; having 

cars to hcar. btt not fenCe enough to judge. Thefe 
1Confider.!l.tioo.~ 111~ me fpc.1k Witl1 little concern the 
.1irft L~ rne, with Ids the kcond, and with none at all 
-the third. I gave rnyfe1f no farther trwble ahO.lIot 

~y thing. chept m)~ eI()cution, and my ftylc; pre... 
fuming, wi.rhuu.t much \':lnity, that I had common 
ieofe fufficient not to t:lJk DoorenCe. Fix. thefe three 
truths ftrongly in your mimi: F'irft, that it is abfo­
lutdy necdJiuy for you to rpelk in Pa;li:,ine,nt; fe~ 

c:oqilly, that it only r.cquircs a little hllmao atttn. 
tion, :md 110 fupcrnatural gifts; :lnd, thirdly, that 
')'OU have all the re:lfon in un:: world to think that you 
4haJl (penk well. ·When \'I~ mect, thi5'{h.alJ be the 
J»'inci~ ful~idt. of our cOIlY.crfations; and, if )'''''' 
will follow 11l¥ au\"i.c:c, l will a,nf\V~r fQ,r your fue· 
[tors. 

Now from g-rear things to littk OMS; the tranfitiaQ, 
it tQ me t~ry,· bccaule nothing fecms little to me th.a.r' 
eM be .. of any ufe to you. I bo~ yo", take great 
itart of ) 'OUI; mouth and t«tlt. and that you dean 
-.eq( well e\tery m.orning with a fpung.e ·and tepid' 
_.~. fi>w d,"i!' "rorquebufadc, .. ~, Hi~ 
~. io. b.Ii4.H'PIH9g.J:~, Ill9l!I!I <or<hIll"aftct 

~ery 
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every meal. I do inflft upon your never ufing chofC' 
flicks, or any 'hard fubftance whatfoevcr, which 
always rub away the gums, and dellroy th~ vamifh 

of the teeth. I fpeak this from woeful experience.; 
(9'1' my negligence of my teeth, when [ was younger 
than you are, made them bad; and aftcrwan!s, my;; 
defire to 1Ia\'1: them look better nu.de me ub: 
fiicks, irons, &c. which totally deftroyed them: 
fo that I have not now above fix cr [even left. 1 
loft o~e this morning, which [uggefted this advice 

to you. 
I have received the tremendous wild bO:lr. whicfl 

your ftill more tremendous aim flew iLl t1~ imme~fc 
defarts of the Palatinate; but have not yet tailed of 
it, as it is hitherto :J,bO\:e my Jow regimen. The late 
King of Prunia. whcnc\'er be kilkd :lny number 
of wild ho:m. ured to obfige the Jews to buy them. 
at an high price, though they "toultl eat none of them, 
fa they defrayed tht: ('Xrene,: of hi !> hunting. His 
fon has jufter ruTes of go\'crnment, as the CAd! Fr/~ 
urique pl...inly 1'hows. 

I hope that, by this time, you arc 3S well IJncr; ~ 
~rlin as you were It MUllich; but, jf not, you arc 
wr~ of being fo at D refdcn. Ad i.cu. 



LETTER CCCIX. 

London, February 2.6th, 1754!. 

.1M'! I!E AR FR1EXD, 

IBAVE received your letters of the 4th from Mu.­
~h, and of the 11 th from Ratilbon; hut I have 
~ received th!t of the 31ft J :lnuary, to which YOll 
tefer in t.he former. It is to this negligence .dod un ... 
certainty of the poil, that you owe your accidents 
~'een Munich and Rati!bon; for. had you re~ 
ceived mylclths regul;rl y, you would have received 
ciPe from me, before you left Munich, in which I 
a4vifed you to fray . finec you wcre fo well there. 
But, at all evcnts, you were in the wrong to fet out 
ttom Munich in fuch wcather and fuch roads; finet 
tOll could never imagine that J had fet my heart fo 
t1iuch upon your going to Berlin. a" to venture your 
lis:ing buried in the fnow for it. Upon the whole', 
p~dering all, you are very well off. You do quite, 
p,j.o.my mind, to return to Munich, or atlea4: 
&,).~p 'withjn the circle of Munich,· Ratiibon, an4 
~1J~m~ till the weather and the roads are g~d :" 
A:Q, at each or any of thore plata as long as "ever 
~<,.pl~c .. fqr I am extremely inwl'erent abour 
~.~to Bodi .. 
~ih. to qur . meeting. I will tell you my plaa. and 

Itrl£ ~-:.~0::t~ ... ~t: 
~ 



tinnling the Aix-la-Chapclle waters for a,!feek, and. 
tram thence being at .Spa about the 15th of MAy,. 
-where I {han flay two Olonths at moft, and thea 1'1:­

rurning ftrJ.ight to England. As I both hope aruI: 
believe that there will be no mortal at Spa. duriag 
my refidence there, the fafhionable feaf?" not. be­
«inning till the middle of July, I wOllld by no meaM 

have you come there at firft, to be locked 'up with 
me: and fome few CDj1l«hinI, for twoV'onths, in tbat 
-miferablc hole; but J would adviie you to ftay when: 
you like heft, till about the firft week in July, an" 
then to come and pick me up at Spa, or meet me 
upon the road a~ Liege or B~d5. As .• for the inter­
mediate time, fhould you be weary of Manheim anti 
Munich, you may, if you plc.lfe, go to Drefdco to 
Sir Charles \ViUiams, who will be there before that· 
rime; or ),ou may come for a month or fix weeks to> 

the Hague; or, m {bart, go or {b,y wherever y~ 
like beft. So much for your motions. 

As you have Cent fOT all the letters rliretled to yoo 
~t Berlin,..fou will receive from thence voluml.!s ~ 
4line, among which y6u will cafily JXTceive that 
~e were calcul.:1tcd f()r a [uppofed pCflIf:ll pre·do..., 
ft) y~ur opening them. I will nnt rt:pe.lt any.thilC 
<ont;tined in them, excepting th at I dclire you. 'will 
fend me a warm and cordial letter of thank.s fat' •• ' 
Dot. ; who baa, in tbe aloft friendly man~er Jm.­
pabk, 1ix«l you at his ' 0",'0 borough of Li..., 
..,~ ~ will .be delled jointly ,with him, '~ 
... - "fIIUfitiUa o<;di/6OUlty' 1.,'1 r~ .. 
... ·tii .... iIoo~; ,,_~ . ';;' 
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NoW that you are to be footi a man of hufine(!1 r -heartily wifh you would imtnculately begin to be • 

man of method; nodling contributing more to faci~ 
litatc: 3lld difpatch huiincfs than method and ordet. 
Ha\'e order and 1l1l:thod in your accounts, in your 
reading, in the allotmen t of rOlif time; in thort:in 
,wery thin~. You cannut conceive how much time 
you will (,we hy ii, nor how much hetter evcry thing 
you do witl bi done. The Duke of Marlborough 
did' by no means {pend, but he 1htterned himfclf 
inlo that imnwnfc ddJt which is not ),ct near paid 
off. 1'hc bu rry a.nd confufinn of tbe Duke of New .. 
caftle do not prucCt·~ from his buiincfs, but from 
his want-of ~ethod in it. Sir Rubert 'Valpolt, who 
had tcn 11111<::-> the hufincfs to do, W;lS nc\'cr iten in a 
hurry, bccaufc be 3,lw:\)' ,- did it with method. The 
llcad of a Illall who ha~ hliline(s, and no method nor 

oruer, is properly dw fud/J ind;g~i?oqu~ mole; qu~m 

dixirt chaos. As YOll mufi- be conJCious that you aT~ 

extremely nrgl igcnt and flattt'mly , I hope you will 
refolve not tu be (0 for the future. P'rc \'ail with 
yourfclf, only to ohfeTve gd'od method and order fq)' 
one fonnight; 3.nd I will venture to allure you, th~t 
you will neWT negleCt dx:m afterwards, you will fin4 
luch convenicncy and advantage arifing from t~em. 
Method is the great advantage that lawyers hayc 
over other people, in fpeaking in Parliament. fof, 
,..they muO: necdfarily obfcrve it in their pleadings 
iD the Courts of Juftice, it becomes habitual ro them. 
~ whc~ e1ft. Without J!la1cing you a .-cQ(npli~ 
-.,t, ·1 CUI tell you with pl<afure, that ""'., _ 

. IbodJ 
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thtxt, and mt1f~ allivity ot mintl, are all thaf ydIJ 
"'&nf, to make, fomf! (Jay Of otl,~r. :\ conliderabJ~ 
figure in bulinef!. Yau h:d'c tnor~ lIf~rul know .. 
ledge, more uifcernment of char:i8c r~, and mliclt 
more difcretioo; than is common at your age j much 
more, I am furej than 1 h:\d at th!i.t :lgt. Exptrience 
you C:1Ooot ret h.1ve, and therefore null: to the mean 
time to minco I am an old tra.vdler; :1m wen :1C­

quainted with all the bye :n ~"CU :l! die grC;\t rO.lds; 
I cannot mifgnide you from ignot:mcc, and roo at~ 

"cry fure I fhall not from dd igll. 
J C:ln airllfe you, that you will hat'e no opfm!'tu­

nity of fubfcrih ing yourfc1 f, "1)" Excellency's, "!fl, 
R etiremen t and quiet were my (;hoicc fume yeAts' 
ago, while 1 hld 311 my fc nfc~ , and health anJ 
{pirits enough to carry on ~ ufi nefs ; but now] ~avc!' 
loft my hearing. :lncl find my conftrtution dedin'ing 
daily , they arc occome my nccdf.·ur :lnd only re.: 
{uge. 1 know myfclf (no common piece of I:: no\\'­
Jedge, let me tdl you); r know wh:lt I can, what 
t cannm, :n~d confequC'ntly whlt 1 ollght to do. t 
oGf!ht not, :lnd th erefore lII'ill not, rcturn to b\lfi..: 
n~. when 1 :un much Ids fir for it than 1 wa, whc,{ 
J .quitted it. Still lefs will r go to lrdartd t where, 
from '~y deafnefs and itrfj'rmitic5, I m d l: necetra.ritj. 
tnake a different figatt {ram that which- f dl'lC~ 
made chert. My prKtt \t"ould b~ too muC'h m'ot'~ 
titled by thlt diff'ermu: The two importtnt r.h( .. 
of feeing aM he-.lring {bO\ltd not dilly be gao:4", ~ 
qaitlc. ill' bIlIintf~, aM ,tilt bufiners of a LeWd, tMi; 
1_ cllroflol6, (it'llt TriA dD it Maireif'), . ~iililii 

,. .... lV. F _ 



both thofe fenfes in the higheft perfeCl:ion. It WM 

the Duke of Dorfefl n~ doing- the bufinefa him .. 
{elf, but giving it up to favourites, that has occa .. 
boned all this confution in Ireland; and it was my 
doing the whole myCe.lf, without either Favourite, 
,Minifter, or Miftrefs, that made my adminiftratiOn 

" fmooth and quiet. I remember, when I named 
the l&te Mr. Liddd for my Secretary, every body 
was much fuprijed at it; and fome of my friends re¥ 
prefented to me, that he was no man of buftnefs, 
but only a very gented pretty young fe!low. I af­
fured them, and with truth, that that was the very 
reafoD why I, chofe him; for that I was refolved to 
do aU the buftnefs myfelf, and without even the fuf­
picion of having a Minifter; which the Lord Lieu­
tenant's Secretary, if he is a man of buunefs, i~ 
always fuppofed, and corilmonly with reafon, to be. 
Moreover, I look upon myfdf now to be tmtriltu in 
bufind"s, in which 1 have been near forty years 
wgether; I give it up to you: apply yourfdf to it, 
as I have done. for forty years, and Ih~.n I con Cent 
to your leaving it for a philofophical retire men. t 
among your friends and your books. Statefmen "l'.Hl 
beauties are very rarely fenfible of the gradations of 
their deca.y; and, too fanguinely hopiog to {hine on 
in their meridian, often fit with contempt and ridi­
~e. I :retired in time, 'di ,~ !allJT; or, d 

Pope fays, ftill better,. £r, tilttring !fIUh JhaU.fbvve. 
PI frMn lin jlalt. My only remaining arnbition. i~ 
~ be tke Counfellor . and Minifter of y~ .. riftn~ 
~ Let · me fee ~J owo youth n"rived in ,-.; 



TO HU ION. 

you; Jet me be your Mentor, and with your partl 
and knowledge, I promife you, you 111:1.11 gu far. 
You mutt bring, on your pan, aCtivity ~nd alten_, 

tion~ and I will point out tn you the proper ol~cch 
for-them. I own, I fear but one thing for you, and 
that is what one has generally the lel111: rea fan to fear. 
from one of your age; I mea n your Iar.inefs, which, 

if you indulge, will make you ftag~ate in a con­
temptible obfcurity all your life. It will hinder you 
from doing any thing that will deren-e to be written, 
or from writing any t hing that mly defen'e' to be 
read; a~d yet one or other of thefe two objc:lb 
iliould be at leaft aimed at by' every ra:tional being. 

I look upon indolence as a fart of /uicid(; for the 
man is effectuall y dcftroyed. though the appetites 
of the brute m:ly fUfl'ive. Bufinefs by no means for~ 
bids pleafures; on the contrary, they reciprocally 
fea.fon each other! and I will venture to affirtl\, tbat 
no man enjoys either in perfeClion, that docs not 
join both . They whet the ddire for each other. 
1fe yourfelf therefote, in time, to be alert and dili­
ger-l jn your little concerns: never procraftinate, 
never put off till to-morrow what you can do to--daYI 
an'd nev~r do two things at a time: purfue your o~ 
jed, be jt what it win, fteadily and indefatigabJy, 
and let any difficulties (if furmountable) rathe,r ani­
mate than flacken your endeavours. Perleverance hIS 
furprifing e1f'eds, 

-i with you would me yourfelf to lran1lat., every 
day, oiUi three or four lind, from any book, ~, 
UlJJlDguage, iato the correlfteft and . moft etegani 

F 0. EugliIIi 
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Engliih th3t yoU can think of j you cannot imagine 
bow it will infenfibly form your ftyle, and gi\-e you 
an habitual elegancy: it would not take you up 3-

quarter of a.n hour in a day. This letter i, fo long, 
that it will hardl y !e::axe you that quarter of an honr,. 
"Jhcday you receive ir. 

LET T E R CCCX. 

London, March the 8th, 1754. 

My :DEAIl FRI RNn, 

A.: GREAT and ullexpdled nent has 1:rte1y Ilap­
pened in our minifi:c(ial world-Mr. Pdham died 
laft Mooday. of a. ft!ver and mortification; OCC3~ 

lioned by a general corruption of his whole mafs of' 
bloOO, which had broke out infO fores 'in his b~\t. 
I ~ct him as an old acquaintance, a preuy D~lr 
Je~OD, and a private man. with w,hom I have lived 
many years in a focial and friend1y way. H e Oleaned 
~ell to the public; and was incorrupt in a poft where 
COrruptiOD is commonly contagious. If he was- jlO' 
Aining, enterprizing Minifter,. he was It rafe one. 
Which. I like bener. Very thining Miniften·,. like! 
tbe ~. arc apt to {eorch, when they ihioc the 
brigbt:eft ; in our cooftirution, I prefer the' milder 
IWit of & 104 gi.nng NiDifter. . Hio fuccctli>r is nOC 

,.,.,; 



Tp. rns sow, 

J experienced that indulgence; fur, had I not been .. 
young Member, I ibould certainly h;wc been, as I 
own I dcferyed, reprimanded by tilt' H uufc for (ome 
fnong and indifcreet things th:!t I ij,itl. Adieu! it 
ls. -indced high time. 

LET T E R CCeXl!. 

London, March the 26th, 175 ... 

My Dt.AR Fll.n:xn, 

YESTERDAY I rccciyd your letter of tflc 15th 
from M:wheim, wi.crc I find YOII have been received 
in th e uliJal grl.cious manner; wbich I hope yOtl re­

turn in J. graceful one. As this is a t~a(un or' greM: 
devotion :md folemnity in all Catholic countJies,.. 

pray inform yourfc:lf of, and conftanrly ,mend to. aU 
'their fill,. and pompous Church cucmonies; eoe 
~f)~gbt to know them. I am \'cry glad that you wrote. 
the letter to .Lord -, which, in every d~~t 
caft: tlut can pofiibly bl: fuppofcd, was, I am fure .. 

botob. a decent and a. prudent ftep. You win find it 
Tery difficult, wheJlever we meet, to convince me 
that you could ha.n: ~ny good rea(ons for not 00-. 
it; for I will, for argument's fake, fuppok, ~ 
1 C&MOt in reality b4:lie~e, that he-bas both~"" 
doric the worft ~e cogJd, of and by JGO; " • 
...... ! How will ,""U help vowfelf I Are you iD.e 

Ii"",,~ 
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fituation to hart hun? ' Certainly not; but he cer'" 
rainly is in a fituation t~ hurt you. Would you 
1how a fullen, pouting, impotent refentment? I 
hope not: leave that filly. unavailing fort of te~ 
fentmtnt to women, and men like them, who are 
dways guided by humour J never by reafon and pru: 
denee. That pettifb, pouting -condutl is a great 
deal too y<?ung. and implies too little knowledge of 
the world, for <1.1e who has feen fo much of it as 
)~U have. Let this be one invariable mlc of your 
conduct-Never to !how the lelft fymptom of rc­

fentment, ~h you cannot, to a certain degree, 
gratify. bU:"~ys to fmile where you cannot firike. 
There would be no li\'ing in Courts, nor indeed in 
the world, jf one could not conceal, and even dif­
femble the juft caufes of. refcntment, which one 
meets.with every day in aCl:ive a.nd bufy life. W ho­
ever cannot mafter llis humour enough, pour loire 
'Hnnt ",i", a mou'lJais jell, !bould leave the world, and 
ntire to Come hermitage, in an unfrequcnted defart. 
By-thowing an uml\'ailing and fullen refentffient, you' 
authorize the refentmera of thofe who can hurt yo~~ 

IJld whom you cannot hurt; and give them that 
very pretence, ~hich perhaps they wi!hed ' for, ' ot 
breaking with, and injuring you; whereas the eon­
tJary behaviour would lay them under the refuaints 
01 decency at Jeaft; and eith(r thackle or expofe 
~eu. ,malice. Befides, captioufnefs, {wlennefs; and 

.~, are moft exceedingly illiberal and vWnr. 

Di-6ou/I# "- .. ",-, J>IitIt. 
I .... 
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• J am extremely glad to hear that you are foon to 
have Voltaire at Manheim: immediately upon his 
arrival pray make him a thoufand compliments from 
me. J admire him moil: exceedi ngly ; Olnd whethe~ 
as an Epic, Dramatic, Qr Lyric Poet, or Profe­
Miter t ] think I juftly apply to him the Nil meIU.,. 
inep,;. lIang to read his own correCt: edition of Lt'i 
Anna/tJ de r Empire, of which tbe Abrlgl Chronl)/cgiqllt 
tit I'Hijlo;re Uniflerft"', which J have read, i!>, I rup­
poCe, a fialtn and imperfect part; ~owever J imptr­
feel:. as it is, it has explained to me that chaos of 
biftory of (eyen hundred years more c.lear1y than 
any 01 her book had done before. y.~wge very 
rightly, that J love lejlyle Jeger (I /tIfII'I do, and 
::0 does every body who has any parts and t:l.11:e. It 
[bauld, I confers, be more or Ids flturi, according 

:0 the fuhjef.l::; but at the fame time I affcft, that 

:here is no fubjctl: that may not properl)', and which 
)ught not to be adorned, by a certain elegancy and. 
beaury of fty leo ~~hat can be Olbre ndorned than 
Cicero's Philorophical \Vorb ~ What more than 
Plato's? It IS theIr eloquence anI)" that has pre­
;':rved and tranfmitted them down to us, through fo 
Dlany centuries; for the philofnphy of them ia 
wretched, and the reafoning part mif~rableo But 
eloquence will always pleafe, and has always plea.fed. 
~t'l,1dy it therefore; make it the objedo"of your: 
thoughts and attention. Ufe yourfe1f to reJate ele .. 
gantly; that is a good ftep towards [peaking wen in: 

~arliament. Take fame political [ubject, tum it ~ 
your "thoughu, confide< what may ' boe {aid both .,~ 

il>d 
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and againft it, then pot thore arguments into wriri'r1g;o 
in the ' moR correCt and edgant E.oglilh you caB. 
For inft,ance, a ftanding army, .a place bill, E!fc,) 

as to the former,. confider J on one fidef·· the danger! 
arifing to a free country from a great ftanding mili...: 

tary force; on the othcr fide, confidl!r the ncceflity 

of a force to repel force with. Examine ~hether a' 

Aanding a,nny, though in itfdf an evil, may not, 
from circumfb,nces. become a necdf..1.ryevil, ar.d . . 
preventi\·e ofereater dangers. As to tbe latter, con-
fider how far placcs may biaE, and warp the conduct 

of men,· tii.the [en-ice of their country, into an 
unwarran .omp\:l.i(ancc to the court; and, on 
the other li , con~dcr whether they can he [up­
pored to have that ef\"i:tt upon the conuuct of pea .. 

pIc of probity and propert)", who :\fC more [olidly 

interdl-cd in the permanelH good of thcir country, 

~n they can be in an uncertain and precarious em­
ployment. ~ckfor, and an(wer in your own mind .. 

all the 3fgumcnts tbat c:m be urged on either fide. and 

write them down in an elegant fiyle. Thi!i will pre; 

pare you for debating. a:"Jd gi'fe you a.n habitual elo-' 
f(Uel'Ce: for I would not give a farthing for a. mere 
·lM>lyday eloquence, difplayed once "or tv.·ice in _ 

Xffion, in a ret declamation; but I want an every­

day, ready, and habitual eloquence, to adorn ~Xlelll­
,.,. and debating f~eches; to make bufinds not' 

enIy. cldl' but agreeable, and to pIt·afe e"en thofc::! 
.boat,.~ cannot inform, and '1'0'00 do not detire ta 
,.c iufixmed. All this you may acquire, M.d!Jtak~ 
.~1iIII to you,. wit ... 1icIe ttouble .. it COlt f'l'I 
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