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Armar's hole, from one James Armar, murdered here by his fon 
J . the year 170J; who defervcdly fuffcred for the faa at 

ffize. 
Ie Ih~FoaE e leave New Cafi:le, we muft not omit ~n inftance of 

grca.t barbarity committed here in the rebellion of 164£, when an 
Englifhman, a Scotchman, and a Welchman were imprifoned in 
the (tocks, and obliged, by their mercilcfs enemies, to fit without 
breeches on raw hides; and kept in that condition {o long, that their 
Joints rotted, and the foot of one of them, wh n they were hanged, 

... felLQtT by the ande." A. D. J 790, when this iew w drawn, the 
caftJe wu rented by the crown, for the furvcYOf of the cuftotns: 

Tun view .88 taken by Thomas Cocking, ano9 17~o. 

DEVENISH ISLE. 

DEV,ENISH, corrupted from the Irilh Daw-inis, 
is an illand in Lough Erne t a few miles from Ennifkillen. There 

t. Laferian, in 563, .founded a monaftery. We learn, with more 
certainty, from UthC[ and Ware, that it was a CuI dean e!l:abJifh­
ment, where the celebrated difciples of St. Columba continued to 
exercife their piety and virtue till overborne by fupcr!l:ition and an 
intolerant religion. In the interpolations of the Ulfter Annals in 
the year 1130, it is faid the Abbey of Damini was founded that 
year. Ware fuppofes this refers either to repairing the an6cnt 
mona~, or ercCling a priory of Culdces there. But Ware knew 
very little of the hifiory ot this monamc order, or he would have 
percei ctl, that wh t the writer of the Annals underftands by found­
ing the building a new. fronc fabrick on the Roman model, 
witll aUes, oratories, and altars, and the whole under the invocation 
of (ome legendary .faint; practice which the Culdees never adopted, 
and lome.of which they abhorred. The Auguftinians, who every 
where (eized the Culdean churches, began an abbey here, but not 
fo early as fiated in the Annal. The Culdees were not expelled; 
but Ii vcd (or fome ages in fubjedion to their new mafters. .The 
latter procured large poifeffions, which enabled them to beautify 1 . ili~ 
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thir chur h, and confrrLlct many other buildings. The oldeft erec­
tion ' here are St. MoJaiic's houfe and a fine round tower; both, 
probably, coeval. The (onner contained the rcliques of St. Laferian, 
or Molaife. This 'is a vaulted building of hewn frone, and both it 
and the ro.und tower ha.ve every appearance of being confrruCted by 
the fame archite8:s. There, I at prehend, were Da1Zo-Hibernian 
works; and the labours of the learned Mr. Archdall prove the Danes 
vifited D veniili in the years 832, 834, and 961. 

THIS View was tak~n from an original drawing in the collection ' 
of the right honourable 'William Conyngham. 

CAkTLE OJ! ORI: ~IORE. 

o a tong r~cky neck of land, and at a fmall difrance from the 
village of Oranmore, frands this cafrle. It is on the mofr·inland 
extremity of the bay of Galway. The only part of the cafrJe to 
be {een at prefent is a high fquare tower; a hand10me modern 
houfe was built out of the other parts~ 

THE vicinity of this cafrle to the rea, and the rocks about it, 
make the view uncommonly piCture(que and beautiful. 

Tars view was drawn by lieutenant Dan~el Grofe, anno 179z. 

BBEY OF MONA TEREVAN, KILDARE. 

i on the river Barrow, and at {orne diftance from the town, 
which it !ive~ name; and whicb, within a ~ew years, has been 
tly enlarged by ftorea and new hou(cs. This is one of the 

ppy effects of inland navigation; the grand canal runs by this 

IT is raid St. Abban founded here a fumptuous abbey, and gave 
it the privil~ of a fancmary; but it was St. Evin who, in the 7th 
century, brought monks from South Munfter, and 14 ttled them 
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here. However, the ancient church going to decay, Dermod 
O'Dempfey, King of Ophaley, about the year II77 granted to 
the ,Monks the prefent ute whereon to ered an abbey in honour 
of the Virgin Mary, and other poffeffions of confide;able value 
contiguous to it, the copy of which charter is in the EngliLh 
Monafticon. 

THE Abbot, who was of the Ciftertian order, had a feat in Par­
liament among the Barons of the realm. On the fupprcffion of 
religious houfes it was granted to Lord Audley, who affigned it to 
~d yif~unt Ely; it after~ards came into the Marquis of Drog .. 
heda's family, wherein it now is, who beautifully repaired, or rather 
new built it, for none of the ancient abbey is to be feen. The front 
is fquare with projecting wings, the portico and every part in the 
Gothic ftyle. It ftand in a demefne of eleven hundred acres, and 
is one of the nobleft country feats in Ireland. 

IN this abbey was anciently preferved St. Evin's bell, called Ber­
nan Emhim, which was committed to the care of the Mac Egans. 
hereditary chief jufiices of Munfter, and in all caufes was folemnIy 
fworn on by the tribe of the Eoganachts. So true is it what Giral­
dus Cambrenfis record ill the year 1185-" ·Ut flcrammta fiPer 
Campanas, ba}tdas baculqfque flnBo1'um longe magis quam foper EtJan­
geli et prt.e.flare vereontur Bibern;, et pejerore." 

THIS View, which reprefents the fouth-eaft afped, was drawn by 
lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anno 1792. 

. VOL. II. D URCH 



16 COUNTY OF ,KILDARE. 

T SUE arc near Timolin. Here· i. a large church, faid to have 
been a mouaftery of Conventual Francifcans, an old Crofs and fome 
Iri1h infcriptions. And near, is a large Danifb Rath, where a coun-
fellor Aili interred by his own defire; it was railed round and . 
plaua:d itb . 

TSE • oa the banks of the river Grifs, WIiiClt r1i'i1s 
th front. The Church is in ruins, but the walls 

aag; it is filled with rubbifb, and ihrubs and weeds 
tlmMllE.h. it. The church itands higher than the caftl~ 

hill. On a gra e-ftone are the names of O'Brien 
who deceafed A. D. 1635, and A. D. 1635 

e confift of one fquare tower; clofe 
hofe property thefe ruins are: his 

~oodcd, • improvements handfome, and the 
pi&1re{quc'View. 

WD by lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anno J79-Z. 

T NOAS, KILDARE. 

m1ll""" land as in ancient times a place 
e Kings of LeinGer. Soon after 

was erected into a manor; for 
D'8i;111i~.iollV of oas to William Fitz Gerald. 

Hc"""',lIrJbltiBieti ~t_l"_ carues and towers in different parts 

I 
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IJI6, Bruce led his Scots to Noasl being conducted by the 
La' • where they !aid e day • fpoiling cbur opening tombs 
in karch of trca{ure, and at laft hamt the to 11 

IN 14 J 9, Richard Talbot, Archbiihop of Dublin aDd Lord Deputy, 
held a Parliament here, which granted a fubGdy of three hundred 
mares. In 1648, the Earl of Ormond fecured Noas with a garrifon, 
and placed in it a new Sovereign, eight Burgeffes, and fifty families 
of defpoilcd protefrants. Soon after it was at different times taken 
and plundered by contending parties. 

THE Abbey here was a houfe founded in 1484 for Aufi:in Her­
mits; it was ere8:ed at the farther end of the town at the foot 
of a Mount. Scarcely any thing is £landing but the belfry and . 
a wall. The belfry is entered by a Gothic arch, on- each fide of 

. which is a ftaircafe leading up to the rooms, in numbe ... three. 
A Mount, it has before been obferved, was the ufual· appendage to 
abbies. A cut from the grand paffes by the. abbey at no 
great diftance. 

THIS Vie~ WI. d n b,.licutcnant Daniel Grofe, anno J.79~. 

KILDARE CHURCH AND ROUND TOWER 
A1' KILCULLEN. 

, r 14 1 8 is called Old Kilcullen to difringuifb it from the newtown of 
the fame name. A monaftery, it is faid, was founded here very 
early by St. Patrick, bo appointed St Ifemin bi1hop of it. He 
died in 469, and wu {occceded by St. MaClalius, who was alfo St. 
Patrick's difciple, d deccafed in tbe year 548. In 936, the church 
was plundered b1 t e oa:men, who fpread dc:folation through the 
country; in 1036 it fhared the fame fate. 

KILCV1.LZl( WI. formerly of conudcrable ,"cngth; it had (even 
D . ~ gate., 
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gates, only one of which remains, being ten feet wide, with a hand­
{orne arch. Maurice Jakis, Canon of Kildare, conftruded in 13 19, 

the Liffey, about a mile north-weft of the town, from 
Jd Kilcullen went to decay. 

tower here has three frorics and one reft; it is forty 
forty-four in circumference, three feet fix inches in thick­

door {even feet from the ground. The prefent Church 
&li.Q ..... Arch franding in it, the interior circle of which is 

lozenges adorned with various {cu)pturea, but fo defaced 

are he fragments of crofi"es, one is eleven feet 
"OI'1.nen,teeJ w'th ti I; and on the {outh fide of the 

feet loag, with the figure of a man 

~acK, on the river Shannon. In the 
............. ts Templars, wherein Donnagh 

rdided in 1530. The Cafrle was 
as always a place of great ftrength. 

a garri{on of two hundred men. 
gbrim it was inveft~d by General 

._ .. Doaor Story. who wrote the 
at imeri , obtained from Go­

m! {or the purcha{e of pow­
.. ............ pgonnel Came; and they 

tirawiDg by Dr. Wynne. 
ST. 









T OF MEATH. 

ST. MARY'S, DROGHEDA. 

T.ns Churcb toaadcd by tlw _~'tants of Drogheda for Oar-
melites, and dedicate to the Vi ary. By all inquifition taken 
in 1307, it ~ that the co ion granted to the Friary eighty 
vagates of 1atwl; ci' liceoce was' given to William 
Maifager Droghcda to affign &l land adjoining the fame 
for increali and maintaining Statue of the Holy 
Virgin in the ... lu· .. ~. ",~ 

VERY Ii walls remains. Eaft­
a .church. In the firft a 

the building to have been lofty 
W<~_I;.·JJIIS its terminations ornamented 

att~Y1J1t1 is a tomb with this infcription. 
rogheda, 1624." This was an 

'Cer of thefe pages, whofe family came 
into tbi& kingdom, and had large _.at.! 

~ l.'alatinate Barons, HI the :0.'" 
estraa 'AitDa!e, the end of his BritaauU., cyi 
If A. D. IJag, Thomas Lord Botiller marched with eat army 
iQto try of with, where he fought and was killed, 
apd .him Jolm Lofd Ledewich, Roger and Tbom~ Lcctc-

branc d Grange in the of , 
county of Meath, flOlll . ch writer is 

·iiI.~ JUdi . from the church it • Iirge uti6-
nack mount; (rom WiCDCe, gar. 

attered the church; bat 



cou 
had other bufinefs than wreltking his vengeance on religious ftruc- ' 
tures. The Mount was either a court of law or a garrifon. 

Tars View was drawn by Francis Grofe, Efq. anno 179 1• 

ABBEY OF TIMOLEAGUE. 

THE village of Timoleague is utuated on an arm of the ocean, . 
which flows in between the hills, whofe: feet it wa1hes. It is 
in the barony of Ibawn and BalJyroe, and eight miles S. W. 
of Kingfale. It was anciently a place of. note, being much fre­
quented by the Spaniards, who imported thither large quantities of 
wine, and tradition rep?rts that it had fourteen taverns that fo14 
Sack. But the harbour is now quite choked up with fand. A 
(mall river difcharges itfelf here) called the Arigideen, or the Lit­
tle filver Stream; it runs at the foot of an hill, formerly clothed 
with an oak grove for about a mile, in a pi8:urefque ferpentine 
manner. It pafi"es by O'Sbagndrcy's caftle. the church-yard, and 
the wall. of t c Franci(am abbey. This venerable monaftic edi­
fice, . ruin we have exhibited, wal founded by William 

Of lbawn; tbe J 7th December 1373 he died, and 
was inturc4 in it. In 1400, it was given to Francifcans of the 
fuia olWlJ .... -

Jo 

others, 
were 
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were interred Ilere. By an inquifltion taken, four acres and an 
were found to belong to the abbey, which we.re then 

WI~"Iii_. Lord Barrymore. A con­
w granted to the college of Dublin. 

, dedicated to the Virgin Mary, celebrated 
t. Malaga is patron of the parifh, and it 

reeeives Ita e an old monadic Cell dedicated to him, called 
. Tea Mol ... or S . Molaga's houfe. 

THE huildiag. though unroofed, is intire, for it was thoroughly 
repaired in 60+ It confi!b of a large choir with an aifle: one 
fide of the aid aiCe is a (quare c10ifter arcaded, with a platform ill 
the mic:WIe; this leads t(). feversl large rooJlls, one of which is {aid to 
have bc::en a. chaq>d, another a chapter-haufe, the third the refectory, 
befidcs a fpacious apartment for the Guardian of the haufe, with 
kitchen, cellars, lee. the ole forming a large pile of building. 
There is .. handCome feventy feet high, between the 

drawing, by W. Afuford, 
:101lIOUJtat),Le William Conyngham. 

ca •• i',," more remarkable for its romantic fituation than for 
_~~. It &aDds 0 glen overhang with rocksj in 

M f.!M"., caves, formerly the receptacle of plunderers and 
retreated here and ere.proteCted by the came. One 

_W~.·led S~ i ogh, or Jack the lefthanded, was 
,,-bold depredations: he long eluded the purfuit 

of juilice. .. cngthtakcn witq an Amazonian Female, the 
intrepid COIDIMI_ID. 
the injured 

is aploits, aDd botb paid the debt due to 
untry. 

A SMALL 
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A SMALL ftream meanders through the glen, dividing the coun~ 
bel of Meath and Dublin; this, at a diftance, lower down, forms a 
fiDe water-fall, called the Roches. 

'fslS View was drawn by T. Cockings, anno 1791. 

ABBEY OF OLD LEIGHLIN. 

ABOUT the year 632, it is faid, St. Laf&rian confrituted an epifcopal 
See at old Leighlin, about a mile and a half weft of the river Bar ... 
row. Burchard, a Norwegian, is reckoned among the principal 
benefaaors of this church: he was buried in St. Stephen's priory, 
which he founded, under a mlU"ble monument fupporting his effigies, 

ith this infcription, . 

HIC j:lcet hl,lmatus, dux fundator Leni;r; ; 
En Gormondi Burchardul, vir gratul ccdebe, 

. 
Donat, biLhop of Leigh1in, on the arrival of H(ftry II. rebuilt the 
cathedral, whic4 had been deftroyed by fire. Biiliop Thomas be­
ftowed Prebends on his Canons. Bithop Saunders ered:ed and glazed 
the fouth window, and Bifuops Meredith and Vigors were great 
benefaaOf8 to the Sec. 

THE ~ame of St. Laferian, patron of the church, and the atten­
tion of hit {ucceifors to its improvement, colled:ed numbers from 

ery part, 'and made Old LcigbJin anciently a confidcrable town~ 
It contained a diftina Sec till the year 1600, from hich time it 
Ii been united to Feru. 

Tur View, w 'ch reprefents the eaft afpea, was drawn by lieu­
t Daniel Grofe, anno J 793,. 

CASTLE 

. 
,'" 
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C STLE OF ATHCAR . 

THIS is a large fquare building, defended at the angles by towers, 

in very good prefervation, and at prefent inhabited by Mr. Henry 
Garnett, who rents it from the proprietor, Sir James Somerville, 
Baronet. To the weft, and joinmg it, are offices of the fame dato 
a~ ,the caftJe. A ditch furrounded the cafile, and ad~ed greatly to 
its ftrength. 

TU'E principal entrance is on the fouth fide through a pointed 
arch. In the upper corners of. a defaced coat of arms, cut on a 
fquarc ilone, arc the letters W. B. I. D. the date is J 590. The 
walls are very thick, and it could have held out a long fiege, 
as it is not commanded by any high grounds immediately. about 
it. 

l 

THE cafrle is romantically tituated in the midft of trees, not far 
from the Nanny water, which flows by its north fide. 

CHURCH AND TOWER AT MO ASTERBOICE. 

MONASTER BOICE is about three mile from Drogheda: it was 
anciently called Mo.nafterbute, from St. Bute or Boetius. He died 
4. D. 521. The Danes, in 968, plundered this church. In 1052, 

Flan, a celebrated antiquary, iouriilied in this abbey. 
H.ERE are the ruins of two chapels, at fome diftance frorn each 

other: ntar the weft end of one of them is a round tower, I 10 feet 
higll, ~l in circumference; the walls 3 feet 6 inches thick, and the 
diftancc of the d~ from the ground 6 feet: within it has fix ftories 
and projeCting ftoDea. It i built with a l1aty ftonc from the neigh .. 

VOL. II. E bouring 
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bouring hills; the door is of free-frone, as are the windows of the 

chapels. 
ON the fouth fide of the church are two large croiTes, one 18, the 

other 16 feet high; one is called St. Boyne's crofs; a faint, as is 
(:omm~n in Iri1h hagiography, mad~ from the river Boyne. Nothing 
but ignorance ;lnd anility could ~all it the moft ancient relique in 
beland, when the word Muredach i, raid to be legible on it. For 
if Mureclach lived A. D. 534, neither 'the letters or language of that 
time would be intel1igjble now, as the impoffibility of deciphering 
the Brebon laws, of a much later date, abundantly proves. Nor 
te.n.any argument be deduced in favour of their antiquity, from the 
rudenefS of the fculpturcs on thefe crotres. But of thefe we 1hall , 
{peak in another place, 

1 Bll£!:: Anglo-Suonic coins with many more were found by a 
map, who was digging a grave near St. Boyne's crofs: two have the 
word Edmund Rex, the other Edelftan. It is probable the Oilmen, 
wh~ inhabited Ireland in great numbers, acquired thefe in their 
predatory incurtions into the Saxon heptarchy, or that they were 
procured in the way of trade, Let this be as it may, the fculptures 
{c em to belong to the 9th Or loth century, and the coins fupport 
this opinion. 

CHURCH. 

RJ)G~ 8, as its na&llC impom, it a hi8h ,reeD hiU. iQ the BaJOny 
~argy, about four ,mile. nolth of Carlow. It is nQW a Bmxwt 

'c c;hapel, built, accord' to tradition, by a lady of the; family 
HIlrtPole. It is crc&d in the (Ofll\ Gf a crafs, aud is thatched. 

hith this: hapel Qands comrnaoda a inc prof- . 
pea 




