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THIS View, which reprefents 
by Lieut. D. Grofe, nnno I79Z . 
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KERRY. 

MUCRUS ABB~Y. 

THOUGH this is commonly now caned Mucrus A1;:>bey, its old 
appellation was Ivrelagh, or the Building on the Lake. It is in 
die Barony of Magunihy, on the margin of Lough · Lean, or Lake 
of Killarney. Donald Mac Carty, in the year 1440, founded a 
friary here under the invocation of the Holy Trinity for Conven .. 
tual Francifcans: he repaired it in 1468. a few mOhths before hi, 
deceafe. . Since that time it has.' continued the cemetery of the Mae 
Carty family. Donald, Earl of Clanc<\rc, was interrea here, as was 
Patrick, Lord Kerry, the earl's nephew, in l600. 

IT was ~gain repaired In 160.2, but afterwards fUftered to decay. 
'rhe walks are {Ilrroun~ed by a venerable grove of afu trees, whick 
{eem to grow fpontaneoufly from the ruins of the abb~y. The 
clioir, nave, and fteeple are entire, and there are many decayed 
~ombs. The doyfrers 'are alfo ftanding, and conftfr of feveral 
Gothic arches of (o,lid · r.:narb~e, which indofe a fmall {q~are, in the 
centre of which frood a remarkably tall yew-tree; its fpreading 
branches,.like a great umbrella, overfhadowing the nitches of the 
whole eloyfier, forming an uncommon and very piClure(que covet­
ing. A bell, not many years ago, was found in the adjacent 
lough, and ' from its in{cription it appeared to have belonged to 
this Abbey. A miraculous image of the Virgin Mary was faid to 
have been formerly preferved here. On the diffolution, the ute 
and revenue~ of this houfe were granted to Capt. l\obert CoHan, 
~bo affigned them to bithop Crofbie. 
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BURNT couarr 

S 11 fine, fpecimen ot thofe cafiellated houfes (0 common in the 
~urbu]ent period:! of Iriili hifiory. it is faid that a cafi:Je was firit 
~rectcd here by one of the barons of Jk~rrin: however it changed 
zpafiers frequently, anel was at length befieged and taken by a party 
of Cromwell's army, but was not' fo much demolifhed as many 
other places that fell into the hands of that fierce republican. 
. IT was furrounded by a. high and {hong wall, which inclo{ed a 
bawn of confidtrable extent, within which a dwelling houfe was 
built by Mr. Anthony Cbearnley, who de{erves to be remembered 
for cultivating the art of defign, when few pur{ued it, in 1740, in 
Ireland. It was he who made this drawing of Burnt Court, and 
8l{0 thofc in mith's hiftory of Waterford. He had a large col­
lection of views from an~icnt remains, which probably lie in pri­
vate hands, and we)) deferve to be made public. 

TUlS View, which reprefents the fouth-eaft afpcct, was taken 
fr'inn an original, by Anthony Cheamley, in the collection of the 

ight Hon. William. Conyngham. 
LATE 1[. This View, which reprefents the north-weft a{ped~ 

u taken alfo from an original, by Anthony Chearnley, in the col- I 

lcaion of the Right Hon. William Conyngham . 
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WEXFORD. 

SELKSER ABBEY . 

T HlS was f9un'ded ~or regular Canons by the Danes, and was 
called . the priory of St. Peter and St. Paul of Selkfcr. The family 
of the Roch!!s were its patrons, and munifice,nt b<;nefaCl:ors. John. 
Bifhop of Ferns, in 1.240, held a fynod he e 6n the morrow of the 
Nativity of the bletfed Virgin; they arc inferted in the firft volume 
9£ Wilkim's council. The priory had large potfeffions, and was 
difiolvcd the 23d of.March, the 31ft of Hen. VIII. John Heygharne 
being the Iafr prior. 

TH E church is conftruCled in a plain manner of hlackifu fton~, 
and frands in the town of Wexford. The frceple is much decayed 
at the top; the arches which {upport it reft on plain fquare piers, 
except one, which is an octagon. The tithes, formerly the rroperty; 
of this priory, now belong to the Earl of Portfmouth. 

Tn IS View, was taken from an original drawing by BrunI in the 
colleCl:ion of the right Honourable William Conyngham. 
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LEI T RIM. 

FENAUGH 

Ie now .. parifh church in the diocefe of Ardagh, and was {aid 

to be founded hy St. Callin in the ftxth century. His feftival is 
o ferved the f 3th of November. ' It was celel>rated in former ages 
for its divinity fchaol, which ' ftourifhed greatly under the direction 

he C,lIdeea. 
BE eft ~nd Of the church is vaulted, and divine {ervice is per­
ed in it: the 'f'aftem window is efteemed of curious workman-

• There is a tradition, that when St. Callin began to build this 
cb, an evil fpirit by night pulled down what was erected in the 

day T: e faint enraged at thill oppotition, rdolved to check his 
ev aaivity, and having bleffed fome ropes, he drew them 

!right alon! the top of the building to prevent his approaching; 
tall, more wicked than wife, attempted to break the holy 

tmd got fo entangled among the cords, that he could not 
J'II1~lPlIl:C him{elf, and aft'orded a pleafant fpectacle in the morning 

s, who did not difmlfs him without due caftigation. 
lit.itCrtN:tl:aate the memory of this event, there is a line engraven 

t'hc middle of the Qft gable, which reaches from north to 

Jhl_ath; and on the north fide, about twelve feet from the ground, 
[,f,'-'!i',. ,-.allln engraven a figure of this evil fpirit in the waH, with part of 

line in his mouth. 

al n by Lieut. Daniel Grofe, anno 1792 . 
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WEXFORD. 

I. a conjecture may be allowed from the name, Bargy bein e 
Anglo-Sax~n Biorg, a fortrefs, this was a {hong hold in very remote 
times. The jargon fpoken in this barony I have fitcwn, in the AD­
tiquities of Ireland, from the l1ender furviving materials, to ha __ u 

Teutonic, introduced in the firfr age of Chriftianity, probablf lCt, 

into thefe parts. The proofs of this, though perhaps not -perfectly 
fatisfaaory, may, in abler bands, lead to fomething more certain. 

BARGY Caftle i. the feat of Francis Harvey, ECq. but fo altered 
and modernized, as to render it impoffible to trace tbe original plan: 
the buildings which furround it . are alfo an infurmountable obftacle. 
Tbe View here given is taken from the garden fide, and exhibiu 
the beft idea of ita ancient fiate. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing, by Barralet, in 
the collection of tbe Rigbt Hon. William Conyngham. 
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WICKLOW. 

ARKLOW CASTLE. 

BERE IS little more than half of a tower remaining; it makes 
'part of the walls that inclofe the barracks. It was jn former ages 

uch contended for by the Engliih and Iriih. In 13.3 I, it was 
ngly fortined and in poffcffion of the firft, when it was violently 

aclu::d by the latt 1; but Lord Bermingham opportunely 'came to 
relief, al d with a fmall party defeated the O"fools with confi-

dcrable llaughter. However the Irifh a {bort time after became 
aft rs of it, and on the 8th of Augufr, 1332, the Englifh obtained 

and re-edified it. 

TN 1641, the Irinl furprifed this cafrlc and put all the garrifon 
to the fword; they held it till 1649, when it, with the neighbour­
ing fortrdT'es, fell into the hands of Cromwell, who marched from 
Dublln, in eptember, with a defign to reduce to his obedience the 
fouth-eaft and foutb parts of Ireland, which he effeeted in a ihort 
time. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by P. S. Reyley, 
Efq. in the collection of the Right Honourable William Conyn~-
ham. . 
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THE proper name of this monaftery was D reum Le. than, the broad 
tidge or back) which has been corrupted into L rnmlane an Drum· 
lahan. It is a vicarage in the barony of 1-,ou Thtee in thi ounty, 

and on the borders of both Brefi'nic or Brennies, "" hi h compre­
hended the counties of Lcitrim , and Cavan. The ,hurch was 
founded in the iixth century, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. 

t. Maidoc) a celebrated legendary perfQnage, ;vas born in it. That 
the monaftery is of great antiquity the round tower declares, and 

.. hence it became the burial place of the chieftains of the rennies. 
The monaftery was to'tally decayed in the year IO~S' Queen Eli­
zabeth granted the church to Hugh O'Reilly of the Brenny) and 
head of his (ept, for the term of twenty one year. 

THIS View) which reprefents the north-weft a{ped:, was drawn 

by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anna 1792. 

KERRY. 

ROSS CASTLE. 

Ross is not properly an illand, but rather a peninfula, being 
(eparated from the main land by a morafs) over which is a bridge. 
Rofs Cafi;\c wu originall,' c:ooftruCled by the ancient powerful {cpt 

of 



A TIM. 

of the O'Donoghoes, was flanked by round to~ers, and W:oS ()f con-

fiderable ftrength. In 164f, General Ludlow, attended by Lord • 
it Hardrc1S Waller, {urDmoned it~ when the garrifon 

are a few di{mounted guns to be feen, and a 

ck for two eorupames of foot. The governor of Rofs Cafrle 
been an officer on the military eftablifhment for fome years. 

ew place. exhibit more mtgDificent ~ew of nature or fuch de-
li picturc{que fcenes than to be feen from Ross Cafile, 

K' ,. 0 
t 

dea 'ing, y the Rev. 

UCE CASTLE. 

the fcttlcmcnt of the c DQnnels, afterwards Earls of Antrim, 

this county, they er ed this frrong Caftle of Dunlucc about 

middle of the fixteentn century. 'In 160f, Sorley Boge M,ac 
.uo~l as reated t reo fore thi, in the time of ir John 

as I..ord D puty, orl y Boge was in rebellion againfr the 
go emment, being joined :l the , O'Cahanes and Car­
l e Deputy marched into their country, and obliged 

• O'Cabanc 







MEAT H. 

O' ahane to give bofiages; he then befieged the caftle of Dunluce, 
nnd fen~ artillery by fca to Skie':;ies Portru{b, (rom whence it was 
drawn hy men two mile: the Warders foon fubmittecJ, and thi 
firong place was given up to the Deputy. 

Sir .Ran al 1 ac Sor1ey Mac Donnel, on the t 4th of July. J 606, 
furrendere" the crown, and lth them this caQle of 
Dunlu re(erved for a garrifon, but he was to ha 
the keeping urday' market was granted to be held in 
Dunluce On of June, 1615, the came of Dunluce was 

I'It to hold by the twentieth part of a 
e fuillings Englifh, with power for 
ral t or rebellion, to refume and 

. In virtue of a commiffion of Grace, 
ber, t , he received from Charles I. a confirmation 

of his e ,an Dunluce was recb:d into a manor. It give 
the title of VilCOUD to this noble fami]y from the ~sth of June, 

1618. 
Tal Vi~ s ta ttl from an original, by --=- Nixon, Efq . 

. ~IEATH. 

'fRIll CASTLE. 

THIS came was ereded by William Peppard, Coon after the arriv t 
of the Englifu in ~his iOe. In 177S, the Irith,after fubmitting. rofe 
in rebemon, and demoliilied the caftles that had been conftruc9:ccl 
by their invaders; but the next lp.r ere lupprdfed, and the caftle 
of Trim. which had f; . tQ their haDds, was repai.red. In I ZU. 

Earl Marfball had great- t.eils with Iugh de: Lacy; Meath W8$ 

Volt- II. I haraifed 
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haratr'ed between them, and Trim bdieged; but it fortunately 
efcaped being taken; and fhortlyafter a new and much frronger 
cafile was built on the ruins of the old one. In 1399, on the 
news of the Duke of Lancafter's progrefs in England, King Ri­
chard, who was then in Jreland, imprifoned his and the Duke of 
Gloucefrer'. fons in the caftle of Trim, a place of the greatefr 
fuength within the Engli.1h pale. In 1422, Mortimer, Earl of 
Meath and UHler, had the inheritance of Trim, and there died of 
the plague. 

IN 1641, it was {urprifed by the infurgents, but the next year 
was taken by Sir Charles Coote. The fortifications had decayed, 
for at this time it was encompafi"cd with an old ruinous fronc wall, 
through which Sir Charles forced a paB"age. In the night, the 
enemy, to the number of three thoufand, advanced filently, but the 
centind gave: the alarm, and Sir Charles, who on expeditions never 
w nt to bed, was infrantly on horfeback. He could only coIled 
feventeen trooperS; however with thefe he advanced to the gates 
and charged the enemy, whom he threw into diforder, and foon 
obliged to fiy. Purfuing unguardedly in the dark, he received a 
mortal filot in the body and expired, whether from his own men or 
the enemy was never known. This end, fays the hiftorian, had 
this gallant gentleman. whofe very name was a terror to the Irifb. 
His body was brought to Dublin, and there interred with great ' 
folemnity; floods of EngliOl tears accompanying him to the 

fortified, and made 'Very firong; 
h a regiment of foot and fome troops 

ral Prefron, but relieved by Col. 
the Parliamentarians by Lord 

thcmfel yes of it, . but 
hcophilus Jones. 

• TIlER 





THERE were many religious houfes, and {orne pRrliaments had 
been held in this town. 

ELLS CHURCH A D TOWER. 

KELLS, from the circumfta~ce of its beautiful round tower, ninety­
nine feet in height, was certainly a place of great antiquity; nor j 
it improbable, as tradition r ports, but th t it owed its origin to t. 
Columba in the fixth century, frum b' founding an abbey there. 
That he dedicated it to the Virgin Mary is a fable, for I have 
where fhewn, that the Culdees had not adopted faint w'orlhip, nd 
that Dermod Mac Kervail endowed it is more than doubtful, 
there are no written monuments of this age. The town was anciently 
called Kcnanus and Kenlis. 

IN 8'06, Cellach, Abbot of Jona, took refuge in this kingdom 
from the 'northern Viecingi or Pirates, who now began to alarm the 
thores of Europe. He naturany betook bim{c1f tc the Culdean Ab­
bey of Kdls, which he repaired, and of which he took the diredion: 
this he continued for {even years, and then re£igned in favour 
Dermot, returning to Jona, where he died in 815-

IN 918, the northern (warm, kno nder the name. of Danes, 
pillaged Kell and level1ed the church, ich was of fton. This 
laft particular, recorded by our iRe,:y be true, for Cormac' 
Chapel. at CafbeJ, was built of ttone years before. But if 
Kells Church was of fionc, it building arched with 

t.l:IJOllllac:hs. Portaferry, and 
al'lll&_i:.~~ •• ·: •• ~~ while their power con­

s; and after their ravages 

cea{ed, it " bi accidental • 
.. I 



6S MEATH. 

IN 1 J 52, John Paparo, the Popc's legate, held a {ynod here, to 
new organize, and render more produ8ive to his holinefs, the Irifh 
Church. This was a fatal breach made in our ecc1efiafiical con­
fiitution, which wanted no foreign interference, being regular and 
independent. He difrributed four palls to four newly. inftituted dig­
nities, named Archbifhops. 

THE Englilh, who arrived here in 1619 and the .fubfequent years, 
with remarkable bravery potU fled the moll: commendable piety, 
which they difplayed in building elegant churches, and richly en­
dowing them. Thus, Hugh de Lacy, Lord of Meath, in 1 173, 
made a large grant of lands to the Abbey of Kells, and a meafure 

out of every brewing of ale in the town. King John, in J 177, con­
firm d 1111 Lacie's don lions. In 13 [5. Edward Bruce, the Scottifh 
invader, defei.\ted Lord Roger Mortimer ncar Kells, took many pri­
loners, and burnt the town. Richard Plunkett, the laO: abbot, vo­
luntarily furrendered his church and its poffeffions, in 1541, which 
was granted, in capite, to Gerald Fleming, Knt. at the ' yearly rent 
,f 61. 6s. 8d.· ' 

TN E round tower in Kells, before noticed. is ninety-nine feet 
high, uxteen in diameter, the clear infide ten, and the wall three 
thick. There is alfo a {quare tower, well built, having four kinds 

buttrdfes at the angles, and a fort of offset about the middle of 
tht' hei ht. There is a {mall round tower at the back of the town; 
thirty feet high and ten in diameter, perhaps a turret on the town 

:all. Alfo a great crofi -:ePaired i 1688; and a {mall frone building, 
arched with flags, called Colamcitle's Cell, of which it is raid the 
archdeacon is obliged t a"duon before he goes to church. 
'This was probably the fidl '1 ereC'l:ed here, and, like 
timilar crypts, was held in tM:Jttht • 
. THIS Vie I which repret« drawn by 
Lieut. Daniel Grofe, anI¥) 1792. 
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CLARE. 

QUI ABBEY. 

is faid to be ancient, and to he c: 

fire in 127, In 1350, the Mac Namaras, the 
n CuiJlean, new built it for Francifcans of the 
~ the firft reformed hou[e of that order in 

Ireland. -$ omb is in the church, BiOlop Pococke, 
in his tour in Irela d, now in the Britifh M ufeum, give!! the fol. 
lowing account of Quin. This is one of the findl: and mofl: intire 
monafieries 1 vc feen in Ireland ~ it is utuated on a fine fiream, 
with an fcent of fc ral ftep to the church, A t the entrance one ' 
i fuprifed with the view of the high altar intire, .and of an altar·on 
each fIde of the arch of the chancel, To the fouth is a chapel with · 
three or four altar~ in it, and a very Gothic figure, i relief, of (orne 
faint. On the north fIde of the chancel is a fine monument pf die ' 
tamily of the ac Namaras of Rance, e~aed by the founder. On 
a fione, by the high altar, the name of Kennedye appear in large 
letters; . in tho middle, between the body and the chancel, ia a fine 
tower, built on the two gable ends. 

THE doyfier is in the ufual fohn, ith couplets of pillars; but' 
is particular in having buttrefi'es found it by way of ornament; there' 
are apartment! on three tides of it, the refectory, the dormitory, and ' 
another grand room to the north of the ctanccl, with a vaulted : 
room under them aU: to the Dorth of the Jarge room is a clofet, . 
which kadi through a private ay to a very (hong round tower, 
the walls of which arc ncar ten feet thick. In the, front of the · 

• lDonafiery 



70 LIMERICK, 

monafrery is a building, which {eems to have been an apartment for 
ftrangen, and to the fouth-weft are two other buildings, 

View was taken from an original drawing, by Henry 
p . the colleClion of the Right Honourable William 

iCotI~tr\'ll"_~_t" .... a of property as obliged, by ne­
~' .. -""" fome fortr to (ecure his family 

_"'~Ic to trace the I founders of many 

of confidcrable -ftrcngth in the ci vii wars 
Ih tludMfa Waller fe bY in 1650, with 

IUltcd Cullum 
"'--.... , ..... itiIIV .. "~_.i·D Thad,. Bourk and a garrifon of fifty 

All.: ..... ·, ...... of artillery, called fakers, Bourk capi-
~_L in the towers and on the top of the 

ed, and feeing a number of the 
eftt_~ t __ D.~, fired on them and Jt'Ued tw~ and 

"_lilieS ann; he, however, ith uncommon 
n (rom re enging their companions, 

pillage of the Ie and D~hbour-
~A.J .... CI&bl aucl hicb be brought 
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LIMERICK. 

THlS came was foon after in the pofi"effion of the Marquis of 
Clanricard, ut t . mantled by part of the forces of 

CA TLE 

•• d, and its ruin refent a very pi8:ure{que 
It 'i, raid to have been ilt by one of the family of 

O'Grady, It ifoned by the Irith in 1649, but the year 
after en and demo1ilhed by Colonel Axtel, who was then Go­
vernor of Kilkenny, 'and marched from thence to affifl: in the ftege 
of Limerick. The out-works were extenfive, and it was capable 
of a long defence againft {mall arms; for' thole rude and bar­
barous ages there were but few public r almofi: im­
pa(fable, fo that with the greateft difficulty 'llery could be brought 
agairdt (ortrC'iIi' henever they were, no caftle ble long to 
bold out. 

T 18 Vie 
the coUeaioft 

taken from an original drawing, by Filher, in 
the Right Hon. William Conyngham. 

MONAGHA • 
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•• tim t oak his wife, feven of his 
children, his two fifters, and many of his kindred and fervants, pti­
{Ol1CJ'S; and received the rents and profits of his other lanus, which, 

otth u501. a year, befides S601. 
'_ .i_ ... " alCo defpoiled of his goods 

".~ii.'GO_.Il~.,l~tl. ",~:udes his riding horfes, worth 
orth soo1. linen sool. fueep 

worth at leaft 1000 marks; ready 
01. They al(o burned and plun­

ge of 7°oc1. fo that at the laft his 

d hia future loCs y the deprivation of 
peace was eftablithedJ and lands came to 
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