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INTRODUCTION
VILV.3 -

ANCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE.

TO look for the arts of peace and civilized life among fierce and
roving Barbarians, is a ﬁriking' inftance of mental imbecility. Could
a people, like the Irith in.remote ages, who protected themfelves
from the inclemency of feafons in the gloom of caves,* or beneath
the umbrage of forefis—who were clothed with the fkins of ani-
mals—who were without commerce, and whofe greateft mechanical
cxertion was the fabrication of a ftone hatchet, or ftonc fpear-hecad—
could they form durable ftru&turcs, or participate in the comforts
of domeftication? It is abfurd to fuppofe it. And yet there are
Irith Antiquaries, whofe quixotifm and ignorance are fo great (thel-
tering themfelves indeed under the flimfy plea of patriotifm) as to
affirm, that we had magnificent palaces in this ifle above two thou-
fand years ago, wherein regal fplendor, clegance and ctiquette were
confpxcuouﬂy difplayed; and that the court of Tarah continued to

* The author begs leave to refer to The Antiguities of Ireland, publifhed by bim in
Dyblin in 1790, for the proofs of what is advanced in this Introduion: when omitted
there, they are here fct down.

voL. 1. a throw



ii INTRODUCTION TO

throw a luftre on Irith monarchy to the y*;}f%&m 0T .
hundred and twenty-feven. i ide, e g

WrarRrEe are the proofs? 1f any, thcy al'itutilL . w'?ﬁ tﬁ@i
rhapfodies of Bards and Seanachics of the 16th ccntury ; for the
internal evidence of the language, with the idcas and practices of
that period, decifively mark the ara of their compofition. Ilove
my country, and am interefted decply in her honour; but I never
will facrifice common fenfe, truth, and my own rcpntatlm,‘at the
fhrine of popular prejudices. Such facrifices, often-and liberally
made, have degraded our national underftanding and national an-
tiquities in the eyes of Europe. It is time to burft the fafcinating
illufions of romantic fables, and calmly behold our country, ride
indeed in its infant ftate, but in this refpe@ not more degraded than
the proudeft monarchies of Europe or Afia. Where our antiquities
arc fupported by authentic records and exifting monuments, it may
be faid with confidence, that they are as curious and valuable as
thofe of any other country. The formation of the Irith alphabet,
the analogy and ctymology of the language, the ftate of our litera-
ture, from the fixth to the ninth century, our round towers and
ftone roofed crypts, the origin and progrefs of Chriftianity in Ire-
knd, our ancient laws and coins, our fkill in metallurgy, the la-
'pidaty's end goldfmith’s drts, with the remains of our primitive
fuperftition, all foliciting our attention and illuftration by monu-
ments every where to be found, are topics which would abundantly
cxercife the ingenuity and crudition of the philologer, grammanan,
archite&, theologian, and antiquary.

LiTerary memorials teftify, that the progrefs of archite@ure
among the Irifh kept pace with their civilization, The Celtes, the
primeval inhabitants, were, as their name indii:atcs, woodlanders:’
in groves and forefts they found houfes, food and fecurity. Occu-
pied in the chace, and fupported by the fpontaneous produce of the
carth; and above eall, living as hunters ever do, in families, afd

thefe
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thefe widely difperfed, they never dreamed of ftone edifices, or felt
the want of them. They had their pallice * or peillice, a temporary
booth or tent, made of carth and branches of trees, and covered by
the fking of beafts. Thefe were nearly the fame as the Shealin, the
extemporancous hut of the Scottith Highlanders.

Tur Firbolgs, or Belgic colonies, who fucceeded the Celtes, were
a.very different and more improved people.  Like their brethren in
Germany, they dwelled a great part of the year either in natural or
artificial Souterrains: the number of the latter difcovered in Ireland,
evinces, that they well knew how to form antrile chambers of dry
ftones, and cover them with long projecting flags. In thefe the Fir-
bolgian Priefts inftru@ed their difciples, and practifed divination;
and thcy always adjoined their ftone temples, as at Rofcarbury, Kil-
lofly, and many other places, At length they became the Ceme-
teries of illuftrious chiefs and warriors, and as at New Grange, had
conical mounts raifed over them, furrounded at top and bottom by
circles of pondrous uprights.  Skilled in the manipulation of metals,
the Firbolgs could eafily have fquared and polithed wood and ftone,
and ere¢ted neat and convenient houfes; but their rude ftate of fo-
cicty prevented the proper application of their knowledge.

At the arrival of the Chriftian Miffioners, the Irith bad emerged
from their fubterraneous recefles, and inhabited houfes of wood.
Then commenced the Irifh ftyle of building. The learned reader
will probably fmile at this ufe and application of the term, sTYLE;
but he will find it not capricioufly adopted, but founded in fad.
Palladius, in four-hundred and thirty-one, ere®ed three wooden
Oratoriecs. Concubran, deferibing the old chapel of St. Monenna,
at Kidive, in the county of Armagh,-A. D. 630, tells usit was made
of {fmoothed timber, according to the Irifk fafbion; * juxta morem

® O’Brien's Irith Di&. in voce.
a2 Scote
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Scotticarum gentinm.”  In 635, Finan, an Irithman, built a church
in the ifle of Lindesfern, of which he was Bifhop, of fplit oak,
and covered it with reeds.  St. Cuthbert, an Irithman alfo, con-
ftru®ed a church in the fame ifland, in 684, of which Bsdc gives
this defcription: “ The building was round, four or five perches
“ between wall and wall. The wall on the outfide was the height
“ of a man, made fo by finking of an huge rock, which was done
“ to prevent the thoughts from rambling, by reftraining the fight.
“ The wall was ncither of fquared ftone, or brick, or cemented
“ with mortar; but of rough unpolithed ftone, with turf dug up
“in the middle of the place; and banked on both fides of the
“ftone all round. Some of the ftoncs were fo big, that four
“ men could hardly lift vne. Within the walls he conftruéted
“two houfes and a chapel, together with a room for common
¢ ufes. The roofs he made of unhewn timber, and thatched them,
« Without the walls was a large houfe to receive ftrangers, and
“ near it a fountain of water,”

As yet lime was not ufed, To fay the Irith were not acquainted
with the calcination of ftone, after an intercourfe of fome ages with
the Saxons, and other continental nations, would not probably be
truc; it was more than two centuries after. this that mortar was
introduced, as we fhall prefntly fee. No part of Cuthbert’s build-
ing remains to exhibit to the reader; but I am happy to lay before
him two, not inferior in age, and of equal curiofity, ftill exifting.
One is, Dun Aengus, in the greater ifle of Arran, on the coaft
of Galway. It .is feated on an high cliff over the fea, and is a
circle of monftrous: ftones without cement, capable of containing
two hundred cows. The houfes having been of wood, have lomg
fince difappeared. Tradition informs us, that Aengus, King of
Cathel, about 490, gave this ifle to St. End. Innis Murry is an
ifland about ninc miles from Sligo. A defeription of it is the only
valuable thing in Vallancey’s foporiferous ¢ Vindication of the

Hiftory of Ircland.”
b. b. b. TuE
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ANCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE. v

b. b. b. Tue walls without mortar of large ftones; the walls
from @vc to ten feet thick, and ten feet high. PL 1. Fig. 1.

C.C. C. CeLws covered with carth : all that part fhaded with
a light ink being thrown up, fo as to make the cells, in a manner,
fubterraneous. Some Cells are fallen in; others look horrid and
gloomy, having a fmall hole at the top, and another in the fide,
feemingly to give air, not light. The ccll C. at the entrance is
lighted by the door: d. d. the entrancc fo narrow as fearcely to
admit & man to pafs,

A.B. St. Mohife’s Chapel.

.C. 8. Columba's Chapel.

D. Tae Altar. The chapels arc all built with lime and ftones
in a rude manner. They are modern to the reft of the building,

Fig. 2. Tner upright pillar furrounded by a wall.

TrE large upright, furrounded by a wall to infpirc and preferve
the moft fan@imonious refpet, was the great Deity of the Firbolgs.
The cells and their ufes are the famc as thoft at Rofcarbury aod
Killofly before mentioned, 'I'radition gives thefe works to 5t. Co-
lumba; but from the upright, it is evident the place was facred to
religion in times of Paganifm. In thefe cells the Firbolgian priefts
refided, and they were fucceeded in them by Chriftian Afceticks.

T'HE northern Viceingi, or piratical Rovers, before the Chriftian
era, vifited and fettled in this ifle; nor did a year pafs without
bringing fome of them thither: but in the beginning of the gth
century, an unufual fwarm of them darkened our coafts, and foon
fubjugated the country. They were the authors of a new ftyle,
which may be called the Danifh, and of this there exift at this day
fomé very curious -remains, As they were evangelized by Roman
teachers, they naturally imbibed the fuperftitions of that church;
the moft prominent one of which was the adoration of Reliques. To
preferve thefe from. fire and accidents, they ere@ted ftru&ures of
flonc with. mortar, and srched or vaulted them over with ftone.

Thefe
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Thefe Oftmen firft introduced the ufe of cement. The reliques
were depofited in thefe ftone-roofed crypts; a tomb was formcd
in, and almoft filled the middlc of the room, and the ﬂag, thag
covercd the tomb, ferved for an altar. The Ordo Romanus, of this
age, direéts the mortar, for inclofing reliques within altars, to be
made with holy water, At Glandaloch, Portaferry, Killaloe, Saul
Abbey, St. Doulach, and Cathel, thefe ftone-roofed chapels may
be {fcen.

Samuer Havs, Efq. Reprefentative in Parliament for the bo-
rough of Wicklow, fcarching, a few years ago, among the ruins
of Glendaloch, not far from his beautiful feat of Avondale, fgr-
tunatcly difcovered a fmall arched chapel, of which there was no
memory, it having becn buried for ages under the ruins of a
neighbouring church. Its weftern portal and only entrance was
adorned with fculptures, and the room, about 14 fect by 10, was
almoft entircly occupied by the tomb of St. Kevin, the Patron of
Glendaloch. Mr. Hayes, who to the fincft underftanding, improved
by clegant and ufeful learning, joins a moft perfect knowledge of
ancient and modern architcéture and love of antiquities, felt the
ftrongeft emotions of pleafure on this difcovery; he carefully col-
le@ed the feulptures, made accurate drawings of them, and moft
obligingly communicated them to me.

PLII. No. 1. Suews a ravenous quadruped devouring an hu-
man head; the head is a living one; its hair, whifkers, and beard,
give it a favage appearance. The animal is eafily difcovered by the
following ftory from the northern Sagas: One of the failors of the
Danith King, Harold, dreamed that a woman of gigantic fize ap-
peared to him, riding on a wolf, who had in his mouth the*head
of a man, the blood of which flowed from his jaws. When he
had fwallowed that head, thc woman put another into his mouth,
and fo on with many more; all of them he devoured, and then fhe
began the fong of death, If thefe were the notions of this ferociods

people
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ANCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE, v

people in the year 1066, they were not more refined two centuries
before. §

No. 2. ExmiBiTs the head of a young man and a wolf, the
long hair of the one being elegantly entwined with the tail of the
other.

No. 3. Is a wolf with his tail in his mouth. The ficrcenefs of
this creature, and his delight in human blood, arc the conftant
themes of Scaldic poetry. Odin, the great Deity of the North,
was always attended by two, named Geri and Freki, to whom he
diftributed meat from his table.

No. 4. ARE two ravens picking a fkull. This bird was peculiarly
facred to Odin: 'he is ftyled the king of ravens. In the Epicedium
of Regurer Lodbrog is recorded an cngagement of the Danes and
Irith at Vedrafiord, or Waterford.

In heaps promifcuous was pil’d th’ enemy;
Glad was the kindred of thie falcon. From
The clam’rous fhout they boaded an approach-
Ing fealt. Marilein, Erin’s King, whelm’d by
Th’ ir'ny fleet, allay'd the hunger of the eagle
And the wolf: the flain at Vedra’s Ford became
The ravens’ booty.

IN another battle between the Irith and Dancs, A.D. 9527 the
Saga fays:

Bellum geflit populi

Amicus, a&tee fant multz

In fugam, letantibus

Vulturibus, Hibernorum cohortes.

To the fame purpofe Lodbrog's Ode in Mallat. ¢« We fought
“ with fwords! When in my youth we went towards the caft to
o f)rcparc a bloody prey for ravenous wolves, ample food for the
“ yellow-footed eagle: the whole occan foamed as one wound: the

“ ravens
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“ ravens waded in the blood of the flain. The three daughters
“ of Lodbrog worked a raven on the ftandard of Hingyar and
« Hubba, with many incantations, which was to be invincible.”
In fine, the old northern chronicles arc filled with the edcomiums
of perfonal valour, the crucl flaughter of the human {pecies, and the
favage delight of beholding the agonies of dying encmies.

No. 5. 5. 5- Are Runic knots, compofed of the fegments of
circles, their arcs and chords interfc@ing each other. There is
fcarccly a carved ftone, crofs, or other monument, during the times
of the Danith power, but fhews a knot of fome kind.

Tuar thefe feulptures were executed by people but half Chrif-
tians is plain from the want of {fymbols, or allufions to, facred or
legendary ftory, and from the cruel and favage objets here given.
'They admirably exprefs the fentiments and employment of this rude
and ferocious people ; and thefe and fimilar fculptures are the fineft
commentary on their ancient poctry. We may obferve that thefe
carvings are fimilar to the Danifh ones in Cordiner's Ruins in Scot-
land, in Hutchinfon’s Lakes, and Camdcen. Thofe at Bridefkirk, in
Cumberland, are in the ftyle of ours, the crofs excepted. No
Saxon mouldings, or other decorations of that ftyle are here vifible.
The feulptor did not recolle& that he was ornamenting a religious
houfe, or he gave way to his own uncivilized feelings. Forres Pillar,
and thc obelitks in Rofsthire, afford fpecimens alio of the Danifh
ftyle; but this at Glendaloch is unique in this kingdom. So holy
were thefe arched chapels cftremed, that as late as the year 1133,
Malachy O’Morgair, Archbifhop of Armagh, cre@®ed two at the
Abbey of Saul, cach feven feet high, fix long, and two and ap half
wide, with a fmall window at one fide.

Ounr round towers arc coeval with the chapels, and are alfo Oftman
productions. Various have been the conje®ures concerning their
origin and ufe, but from an uninterrupted tradition of 542, I hawe
fhewn it is more than probable that they ferved as belfries from the

beginning
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beginning; five or fix of them at this day certainly do. If they
were exc@ed in times of Paganifm, fome prool ought to be alleged
of the &t of mafonry being then known—or to what particular
pra&tice ip the Firbolgian ritual they referred, for the Firbolgs alone
could build. But this I can fafely pronounce to be impofiible.
The want of Chriftian fymbols is another argument for referring
them to the remoteft ages: but here the favourers of this opinion
proclaim ecither their ignorance or difingenuity, The round tower
at Brechin, in Scotland, has a crucifix, and figures of the Virgin
Mary, St. John, and a lamb. Over the door of the tower at An-
trim is an ornamented crofs; and the doors of the towers at Timahoce
and Kildare have that common ecclefiaftical decoration, the Chevron
moulding. Of thefe curious buildings above fixty-fix remain. Ex-
cept as to rotundity, cach archite@® feems to have followed his fancy
in the height and internal arrangement. Some have their door
twenty-four feet from the ground; in general it is ten or twelve,
They very much refemble the Norwegian round caftles of Giraldus
Cambrenfis, hereafter to be fpoken of, in Grantftown Caftle, and
were firft conftruted by the Oftmen about the end of the gth cen-
tury, and continued to be built till the 12th. They were thccom-
mon appendages to wooden churches, Kenith Tower ftands 124
fect from the church, Drumboe g0, Downpatrick 48, Kildare go,
Kilkenny 8, and Drumifkin go. At Glendaloch, we fee the great
infulated round tower at a diftance from the cathedral : at the fame
place are two other towers—one at the Ivy Church, about four feet
from the fabrick ; the other at St. Kevin's Kitchen joined to it: here,
and in no other part of Ircland, can we trace the gradual approxi-
matiore of the round tower to the church; a decifive proof of its
original defignation being that of a belfry.

Tue marriage of Donogh, Monarch of Ircland, with Driclla,
daughter of Earl Godwyn, and fifter of Harold, King of Eagland,
who was flain A. D, 1066, and the flight of many Englith noble-

Vou. I b men
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men to this ifle from the tyranny of William the Conqueror; the
refort of the Bifhops of Dublin, Waterford, and Limerick to Can-
terbury for confecration; with the vifits of many of our llcrgy to
Rome, enlarged and improved our archite@ural knowledge. Then,
the regulating the number of Bifbops and their Sees in 1100, and
the fettlement of the Irifh Church by Cardinal Paparon in 1152,
gave new dignity to the clergy, and fet them upon erelting edifices
fuitable to it. At this time the ifle feems to have been firft divided
into parifhes, and patron Saints appointed to fuperintend each; but
even then fuch divifion did not extend to the whole kingdom—for
the Irifh had not as yet every where deferted their old faith: the
Culdees were powerful, and their abhorrence of Romifth innovations
influenced a large portion of thc people. A few monaftic ftru&ures
were begun, but thefe were not important.

Cormac's ftone-roofed chapel at Cathel prefents us with the firft
attempt in limc of a church with a nave, chancel, and choir, with
columns fupporting the grand arch leading into the choir. Thefe
columns are thert and thick, with bafes, tores, capitals, and entabla-
tures rudely executed. A lozenge nctwork covers the pillars; the
portal is femicircular, with nail-hcadcd ang chevron mouldings; the
windows alfo are round, and over the doer 1s an Archer mounted on
an ideal quadruped. This grotefque, highly improper in {o holy a
place, thews how impoffible it was to reftrain the wayward fancy
of the northern archite@s: it alfo determines the date of the build-
ing to the 1oth age. An‘aceurate examination and comparifon of
Cormac’s eript and Grimbald’s, under St. Peter’s, at Oxford, wilj
evince that they both are nearly coetancous, The next church of which
we haveany authentic account is that of Chrift Church, Dubhin,
In its black book, we find that Sihtric, the fon of Ableb, er Ohaff,
Prince of the Dubknian Oftmen, gave to the blefled Trinity and
to Donat, Bifthop of the See, a place -on which to build a church,
where the arches or vaults were founded. Other records inform’us,

that
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that St. Patrick cclcbrated mafs in thefe vaults; it is thercfore eafy
to difoover what they were, being criptical chapels, having the re-
liques Mf faints. Over thefe, as in every part of Enrope, large
fabricks were conftru@ed: this church was built in 1038, but little
of the original building remains.

Donarp O'Brikn, King of Limerick, is praifed by our hiftorians
for his love of ecclefiaftical archite®ure, and for his conftru@ion of
the cathedral churches of Cafhel, Limerick and Killaloe, at, or a
fhort time before, the Englith invafion. Hardly one of our eccle-
fiaftical buildings are in their primitive ftate; for befides the injuries
fuperinduced by time, the caprice of fathion adapted them to the
taftc of the times. 'Thus the King of Limerick ncver mixed round
and pointed arches, long and fhort windows, quatre foils, and other
ornaments of the Norman ftyle with thofe of the Anglo-Saxon in
the fame building ; and yet the fouth profpeét of the Cathedral of
Cathel exhibits at prefent thefe appearances.

St. PaTrick's Cathedral, Dublin, founded in 1190, is in the
form of a crofs: it was not above feventy years before, that this
figure became a favourite one in England—St. Pcter’'s Weftmintter,
being the firlt in a cruciform thape. “ Noflratibus cxemplum dedit
(Edward the Confeffor) condends ecclefias in formam crucis Chriffi
paffionalis; id eff, produtliore radio inferiors. Et hoc quidem illud oft,
quod inquit Malmefburius, dicens eum banc ecclefiam—illo compofitionis
genere primum in Anglia edificaffé, quod nunc pene cunéli fumptuofis
amulantur expenfis.””  Spelman Concil. pag. 636.

IT is not loaded with the ornaments which became afterwards fo
common. The windows are long and pointed, but not ramified.
"The buttrefles arc of two forts—one low, to fupport the walls; the
other tall fpires, conne&ed to the upper patt of the wall by an arc-
boutant, to cnable it to bear the roof. The nave is fpacious and
lofty ; but the lateral aifles low and dark. It is, in other refpeds,
extremely like the church of Hexham, defcribed in the XV Scrip-

b2 tores,
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tores,  “ Its decp foundations and fubterrancous crypts; the great
variety of buildings to be feen, fupported by fundry kinds of pillars
‘and many porticos, and fet off by the furprizing height anfl length
of the walls, furrounded by various mouldings and bandse curioufly
wrought ; and the turnings and windings of the paffages, fomctimes
afcending, fometimes defcending by winding ftaiss to the different
parts of the fabrick, are not eafy exprefled or deferibed by words.”
"This account of Hexham is very applicable to our Church.

Bouxp in the Barbarian chains of Taniftry, Gavel-kind, and Bre-
hon laws, the Irith made no attempts in archite@ure, while the Eng-
Tith were cvery where ere@ing beautiful churches and other religious
ftructures. It is recopded as a memoeorable fadt, the building a lime-
kiln feven yards in diameter, by Gelafius, Archbifhop of Armagh,
in 1145; and a ftone Oratory, made by Malachy, fucceflor to Ge-
lafius, was an obje® of wonder to the Irith. In 1185, Giraldus
Cambrenfis tcftifies that they had no ftone buildings. Thirtcen
years before, Henry 11 conftruéed a palace in Dublin, of {moothed
wattles, according to the fathion of the country. ¢ De wvirgis le-
vigatis, ad modum patrie iltus, confiruttum,” fays Hoveden. Nor did
they, if we rely on the authority of Sir John Davis, erec any houfe
of brick or ftone for private habitation previous to the reign of the
clder James, that is, as he cxplains it in his ** Cafe of Taniftry,”
until the abolition of the Brehon Iaw, in the fixth ycar of that
King's reign.  So that all owmmehm&m as was obferved
of our caftles, were platmed and executed by Englith workmen : this
confideration fupercedes the nﬂi}'ff ihfcrib:hg them, while the
labours of Bentham, Dutarrel, “Warton,” and 'Grofc, arc fo cafily
reforted to.

1 sHALL now coriclade this’ ‘Tifirodu@ion by laying before the
reader two curious Ipccxmcm of otr'aweient archite@ure, * One is
the weftern door of the Church of Difert, in the barony of Inchi-
quin, in the county of Clare; the otheris the arch of the choir,

and
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and part of the archivolt of the old church of Kilcullen, i the
county of Kildare. Time has unfortunately deftroyed every literary
memorjal of thefe venerable fabricks. They are both beautiful
Saxon ’gchcs, enriched with Saxon ornaments. The O'Bricns,
Princes of Limerick and I'homond, founded many religious houfes
before and after the arrival of the Englith, in the county of Clare,
and were the only Irith family that warmly promoted ccélefiaftical
architeCture: of this the Monafticon Hibernicon bears witnefs,
This was at the latter end of the 12th and beginning of the 13th
century. Difert Church was probably erected about this time, be-
fore the Gothic ftyle became fathionable. I am of opinion that the
arch at Kilcullen is of the famc date—becaufe in 1319, Maurice
Jakis, a Cancn of the Church of Kildare, built a bridge over the
Liffcy, about a mile north-weft of the old town, which foon gave.
rife to a new town, and the decay of the old.
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INTRODUCTION. XY

DESCRIPTION OF PLATE IV.

Fig. 1. Difert Church, Co. Clare.

2, 3, 4, 5,6, 7. Doors, windows, and capitals in the
Abbey of Cong, Co. Mayo.

8, 9, 10, 11.  Doors, windows, and confoles in the Abbey
of Ballintubber, Co. Mayo.

12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17. Pillars, confoles, and capitals 1n
the Caftle of Ferns, Co. Wexford.

18, 19. Door and window in the Abbey of Clonmines,.
Co. Wexford.

20. Great window in Boyle Abbey, Co. Rofcommon.

21. Arches of the cloyfters of Sligo Abbey, of mountain-
ftone. The pillars are all of the form of A, except three
of the form of B. and two of C.

22, 23. Door and window of the Abbey of Roferick, Co.
Mayo,

24, 25. Windows in the Abbey of Dromahaire, Co. of
Leitrim.

26, 27. . Weft window and door of Dunbrody Abbey, Co.
Wexford,
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ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, &c.

SEANE ABBEY, COUNTY OF MEATH,
THIS abbey, which is fitusted G milcs welb gl “Droghieds, on the
north fide of the Bogne,” Wil, w. thqhm: o{ .. agh de.Lacy, a
confiderable town, being one of ‘the boroughs in his palatinate of
Mecath. Regular canons of St. Auftin were fettled here in the 7th
century. Hcrp, if we believe tradition, Dagobert, king of Auftrafia,
was cducated, . Henault fays,—Sigebert laifflant un fils nommé Dago-
bert, qui' il remmndté Grimoald, celuici fait couper les chevenx a Da-
gobert, @:;,L'_\ﬁ!? conduire en Irlande.”—This country, as | have
clfewhere fhown, was then the mart of literature to the weftern
world, and Beld intercourfe with France.

T'u1s abbey was frequently pillaged during the Oftman power in
this kingdom ; but in the year 946 they received a fignal defeat in
this town, in which Blacar and 1600 of his beft troops fcll. The
Ehglith, with Mac Morrogh, king of Leinfter, burnt and facked
the town, A. D, 1170.

IN 1512 the abbey was re-founded by Chriftopher Fleming,
lord of Slane, and Elizabeth Stuckle, his wife, for friars of the third
order of St. Francis, as his charter evinces, which is here adduced

as a matter of curiofity:
Vor. I A ““ Omnibus
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“ Omnibus Chriftifidelibrs ad quos precfins foriptum pervenerit Salutem,
Sciatis guod nos Clriftopherus T "ﬂ-miu,g', Miles ue Baro de Slane, & uxor
mea Elizabetia Stuckle intuitupre charitatis intendentes_foluti antmarum
mearum ﬂ.f;ﬁrbrmu pareutum, omnium antecejjorum € Juceejorbm & on-
ninm fideliom defunforum folubriicr providere, fratribus teriii ordinis St
Francifei, vid. partri Molachice O Bryen ac fratri Donato gjrifdem ua-
tionis coniiinrasitibas, 1lruiro io Cti Frei Confe joris ac Poutificis, quod
Jam mrtlicabinus iden fratvibus in puram & perpetuam elvmoftnan
babita & reguiiia Gocatio Dam. Midie, cxtecorninque quorum i?ﬁf’x"{-"&’f..' '
pra prafenti dedi & conceff fratribus prafatis unum ammalem reditum
40 folidsrnm, durante <ita corum € wel alterius eorundem de dominio
uoftro it villa qua dicitur Balfctrick, et Canlogbra, babendum & 1enen-
dunt, percipienduin €8 levandios dicivm anenalem redditum 40 folidorum,
viz. ad foflum Sti Michaelis Archangcli & I’('g/f‘hw." per @quales portiones.
Et ego were pradifius Chriftuplerus & Elizabetba & baredes nofiri
pradicis fratribus contra omnes gentes & fuis fuccefJorsbus cyufdem ordi-
nis warrantizabimus € in perpctuam defendemus.  In cujus vei teflimo-
wium_fig lla Yoftra pofuimas.  Datum ultima die Angufli, Anno Domini
1512, & Anno regis Henrici ofavi 410.”

In 32 Henry VIIL the prior of Slanc was feized of a church,
belfry, dormitory, garden, and two clofes, containing one acre, of the
annual value of 18s. Aund in three years after, the fame king
granted to James Fleming, kmght, this 1'ri:;ry, at the annual rent of
one penny Irifh; and in three years after it was re-granted to James,
lord Slane, at the fume rent. ,

THE ruins at prefent confift of a large chapel and a lofty belfry
at the weft end; there is alfo 2 handfome ramified window.

THE hermitage of St, Erc lies at the fouth of the town, apd
takes its name from the firlt bithop of Slane; who, the Legend
fays, was confecrated by St. Patrick, and died A.D. 514. In 1512
Malachy and Donat O'Bricn were two hermits who refided here;
but they werc removed from the antient hermitage to the new
friary, as appears by the foregoing charter.

Tue Right Honourable William Conyngham has here a beautiful

feat;
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eaft the bay and ocean prefent themfelves, and on the north-caft
the ftupendous mountains of Mourne raife their lofty heads.
Tu1s View was drawn by Licutenant Daniel Grofe, anno 1792.

ABBEY OF CARLINGFORD.

ﬂ MONASTERY for Dominicans was founded herc in 1305, by
ﬁlchard de Burgh, ‘the red earl of Ulﬁcr, and dedicated to St,
Mahchy, whofc fcftival is celebrated the third of November.
¢ IR 1671 contefts had arifen between the Dominicans and Fran-
Brﬁ.an!, about their convents and the limits attached to them, which
wcm fuhmﬁtcd to Oliver Pltmkct, the titular primate; who decrecd,
hat :;gfﬁanrs of Carlingford momaftery fhould frecly beg and pro-
T, _?!_:s throughout the dlon:fc of Armagh
I'chry VIII, the pﬂor was ﬁxzcd of a church, belfry, chapter-
ufe ﬂurmitbry* and: other bmldx.hgn a park, clofe, feven mef-
.“"’_"'-,, a water-mﬂl, in lfht vill ﬁf*ﬂarlmgford of the annual value
of 4. 6s. 8d. This. friary. and its appurtenances were granted to
ﬁicholas Bagncl without rent.
- THis chuirch is.at. thc fouth fide of the town; and confifts of two
hqg chapdn, dmxded by a fquare belfry, fupported by a lofty arch.
8 ;mﬂl ruin, pmbabiy a chapel. The weft end of the
al ,e:y;_}mi"-'-two :fqunr: tnwc:&on each fide, and a fmall turret in
\':éf"l_jmnghbourmg hill 1s a fpacious
chyn 'iﬂjuining it.  Ivy, which covers
ch'- mms, gives then’ a avahtic: ‘wildnefs,
ﬁh_ifma Vé;w. ;wiuch reptcfcats the fouth-eaft afpc&, was drawn by

iel Grofe, anf0-1792.

ABBEY
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COUNTY OF LOUTH. 3

ABBEY OF MELLIFONT

Is built in & valley ive miles from Drogheda, and ouc and a half
from the river-Boyne. It was founded in 1142 by O’Carrol, prince
of Uriel, for Ciftertians; St. Bernard furnifhing monks - from his
own abbey of Clairyaux, in France. The fame of St. Bernard’
and the fan&ity of the monks foon procured it am;;]c poflcflions.
and a feat for the abbot in pasliament. In 1192 Dervorgilla,
wife of Tigernach O'Rourke, died and was interred here.  She was.
daughter of O’Malaghlin, king of Meath, and had been bafely
ravithed by Mac Murrogh, king of Leinfter; for which he was cx-
pelled his kingdom, and obliged to fly to Henry IL. for protection;
who, under thow of affifting him, invaded Ircland, and it at length
became fubjed to the Britifh. erown.

I 1351 Edward Il -finding .that almoft the whole wealth of
the kingdom coming into the hands of ecclefiaftics, and that it was
fent abroad to the pope, and to aggrandize foreign feminaries, forbid
the clergy not to depart Ireland, or carry any fums of money with
them. Reginald, abbot of Mellifont, was, by a jury, found guilty
of colle&ing money, and fending 232 florins to the abbey of Clair-
vaux. ) _

Ricuarp Conter, -the laft abbot, furrendered the 10 Sep. 1540,
and had a penfion of g4ol. granted for life. Hec had 16 fithing
corraghs or ﬂ(in-_boaﬁs at Oldbridge, which produced him annueily.
13l. 13s. 4¢. The whole pofleffions of the abbey, which were very
great, amounted ycarly’ to 315l. 19s. and were granted to Sir
Edward Moore, who fixed his refidence here, and made it a noble
feat; it was furrounded by a high wall. The grant of the privy
council to Sir Edward Moore, of Mellifont, runs thus:

« ForasmMuch as the houfe and lands of Mellifont are fituated
near unto the borders of Ulfter, and hath, in all times of rebellion,
been fubjc& to the jnvafion of the enemy, and is not in fuch times
defended from burning and fpoil but with fuch an exceflive charge,
as in a manner the whole commodity doth no more than bear the

expences
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expences of fuch a force as may defend it; and that in all fuch
times the faid Edward Moore hath not fhunned that place, but
maintained hofpitality plentifully, whercby he hath not only relieved
many of her majefty's fervants and fubjelts, but detended the fame
lands, and thereby given an example to others, and a relief to the
“whole county of Louth. And forafmuch, further as in the fame
inftruétion her majefty’s exprefs pleature is, that confideration be
had to the tituation of the place, adding thefe words— that the houfe
¢ ftandcth upon the Irith country, and is chargeable to defend,’
we have condefcended, and by authority of the faid inftrution
agrecd, that the faid Edward Moore fhall pay to her majcﬁy for
afine of his faid leafe in reverfion, the fum of 45l. current moncy
Wthls realm, the fame to be paid at the feaft of Eafter, which fhall
bein the year of our Lord God 1570; for payment whereof the
faid Edward fhall, with one fufficient furety, enter into bond, in the
Chancery, for the due anfwering thereof to her majefty’s ufe. Given
at Dublin, 1 June 1566, in the 8th year of her highnefs's reign.

H. Miden, Francis Agarde.
N. Bagncl, _ James Bathe.”

Tuis View, which reprefents the north-weft afpe@, was drawn
by Lieutenant Danicel Grofe, annc 1792,

(PLATE IL) - Tue place, feated on the borders of the pale, was
ftrongly fortified, thougls little is to be feen in what now remains;
it frequently refifted the enemy in the Irith wars. In 1641 the
Irith fat down before Mellifont: awith 1300 foot; but lord Moore
fRationed there 24 mufketeers and 15 hotfemen, who bravely de-
Md it & fong as their ammunmon lafted. The foot furrendered;
he 2 wifly thmugh the enemy, and arrived
Tabe "'Droghcda. Evcn ﬁnm*Wﬂght defcribed Mellifont in 1758,
ghe” Gotliic door. way of blie: tharble, its gilding and ornaments,
mll the- o&tagonal baptiftery arc not now to be feen; only four
des of the latter remain: Snmmchwpth a few arches, and pillars
vy & faint idea Of the original ftate of this mégnificent pile:

Tais
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* Tae walls of the bawn are hollowed into a kind of gallery, to
wlu?thc ht is admitted from without by loop-holes, and ﬁm:
ithin by lar M&c windows, now quite in ruins. )
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d pre ell as the divifions of the i;m'tmenu.
four in number; to thefe you afcend by ﬁau‘s. e A
A FEW yards to the wq& is a fquarc tower. and at an
-diftance at the ecaft is '
of the bnwn;,hch-( \
Tu1s View, which




told many things of the kings of Ircland, their battles, and
s to the end of time.———Credat Judaeus apella—s

- church was plundered in 951, and deftroyed by fire in 1138.
suftinia Ubtuned an eftablithment hem, and erc&cd an

mhundrcd yards from them. Graves and
v ,h'ﬁ‘ fpace of ground, the place being, by

the utmoft veneration, from the fuppofed

Mﬂﬁa

plac of the Cavenaghs, at prc{cnt a very old
who derive themfclves from Dermod Mac

Danicl Grofe, anno 1792
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