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AN 

I'NTRODUCTION 
VII. V.3 TO 

A.NCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE. 

To look for the arts of peace Ind civilized life among fierce and 

roving Barbarians, is a frri~iD~' in!tance of mental imbecility. Could 
a people, like the Irifh iji :~mote ages, who protetled themfdves 
from the inclemency of t~ns in the gloom of caves, - or bcncatb 
the unlbrage of forefts-whowcrc clothed with the fleins of ani­
mals-, ... ·ho were without commerce, and whofe greatefi: mechanical 
exertion was the fabrication of a franc hatchet, or aone fpcar-head­
could they form 4urablc firuautcs, or participate in the comforts 
of domefrication? It is abfurd to fuppofe it. And yet there are 
Jriili Antiquaries, whofe quixotifm and ignorance are fo great (01.el­
teeing themfeIves indeed under the flimfy plea of patriotifm) as to 
affirm . that we had magnificent palace. in this ille above two thou-
1~nd ~ars ago, wherein regal {plendor, elegance and etiquette were 
.confpicuoufly difplayed; and that the court of Tarah continued to 

" Tbe 3uthor bcga leave to refer to 'n, A1tti~jt1 # I"ltll"', publiGtcd by bim in 
Dljblin in 1790, for tbe proofs of what it advanced in crn. Introduaion: when omitted 
There, tbey ate here fct down. 

VOL. ll. R throw 



ii INTRODUCTION TO 

throw a Jufire on friOl monarchy to the,. J''¥ ff .,«tlll'.'; ~r .~. 
hundred anu twenty .. fcvcn. . < ~~~. ~ ff"::'~~ 'lI}.;~ 

WRFnE are the proof,? If any. they m)~~~I!!: ,! .. :Miif l!I .. ,~~! 
rhapfodies of. Bards and Seanachies of the 16th century j for the 
internal evidence of the language, with the ideas and practices of 
that period. decifivdy mark the am <of their compofition. I )ovc 

my country, and am interdkd deeply in her ,~on~.1;1~.~ ' b~;t !,ncvcr 
will facrifice common fcnfe, trutb, and my own reJilitatiop. \at the 
thri1"!e of popular prejudices. Such {acrifices: dftc .t-: an! liberally 
made, ha\'e degraded our national undcritanding and nati9nal an­
tiquities in the eyes of Europe. It is time to bunt the fafcinating 
illufion9 of romantic fables, and calmly behold our country. rude 
indeed in its infant fiate. hut in thil refped: not more degraded than 

the prouddl: monarchies of Europe or Afia. Where our antiquities 
arc fupported by authentic recorda and exifring monum·ents, it may 
be {aid with confidence, that they 'are · as curious and valuable "s 
tbofe of Ilnyother country. The formation of the Irifh alphabet, 
the analogy and etymology of the language. the fiate of our litera­
ture, from the fixth to the ninth century, .our round towers and 
ftone roofed crypts, the origin ' and progrefg of Chriftianity in Ire­
land. our ancient laws and- coin5, our 1kill in metallurgy. the la­
.pidaty'! and grildfmith's arts, wi·th the remaiDs of our primitive 
tUperltition. all · folieiting our attention and illufiration by monu­
ments every where to be found~ arc topics which would abundantly 
aeftife the ingenuity and· erudition of the philologer, grammarian • 
. arthitcct, theologian, and antiquary. 

LI1".£RART memorials teftify, that the progrcfs of architeClure 
-among the ·Irith k~pt pace witb their civilization. The Cc:lte!, the 
primeval inhabitants. were, as their ,name indi~ates, woodlanders:­
in groves and {orefi; they found haufes, food and fecurity. Occu­
.. pied in the chlce, Ind fnpportcd .. by the fpontln.au, produce of the 
earth; and above 8n~ living· as :habteN . efcr do, in families, aftd 

thefe 



ANCI!NT IRISH ARCBITI£CTUnE, 

thefe widely qjfperfcd. they never dreamed of aone editiccs. or fdt 
the want of them. They had their paHiee" or peillice, a temporary 

booth or tent, made of earth and branche.!! of trees, and cO\'ert~d by 
the fkini of beans. Thefe were nearly the fume as the Shealin, the 
extemporaneous hut of the Scottiih Highlanders. 

THE Firbolgs, or Belgic colo[1ics, who fuccceded the Celtes, were 

a .very different and more improved people. Like tlicir brethren in 
Germany. they dwelled a great part of the year ci~hcr in na::uralor 
artificial Soutcrrains: the number of the latter difco\'ercd in Ireland, 

evinces. that they well knew how to furm nntrile chambers of dry 

!tones. and cover them with long projeCting flags. In there the Fir­
bo'gian Priefts infirudcd their difcipJcs, and praClifed divination; 
and they always adjoined their flone temples, as at Rofcarbury, Kil­

loG)', and many other places. At length they became the Ceme­
teries of iUufirious chiefI'! aud warriors, and as at New Grange, had 
conical mounh rai(ed oycr them, furrounded at top and bottom by 

circlt:s of rondrous uprights. Skilled in the manipulation of metals, 
the Firbolgs could eafily have (quared and polj{bed wood and fione, 
and credcd neat and convenient houfes; but their rude !tate of fa-­
cicty ,prevented the proper application -of their ·knowledge. 

At the arrival of the Chrifiian Miffioners, the Iri1)1 had erncrgcd 
from their fubtcrraneous rccdrcs, and inhabited houft's of wood. 
Then commenced the Iriili ftyle of builUing. The learned reader 

will probably fmileat this ufe and application of the term, STY LB ; 

but he will find ,it not capricioufly adopted, but founded in fad. ' 
Palladius, in four-hundred and thirty .. one, ereeled three wooden 

Ontories. Concubran, dcfcribing the old chapel of St. ManenDI, 

at KiiQive, in the county of Armagh,·A. D. 630, tells usit was made 
of fmoothed timber, according /0 /be Irifo itifbio1l; II juxta morelll 

• O'Bricn'.lrHb DiB:. in voce. 

a ~ Scot. 
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Sco/ticnrullJ g(IJliflm," In 635, Finan. an Irifhman, built a church 
in the iilc of Lindesfcrn, of which he was Bithop, of {pi it oak, 
and cO\'tred it with reeds. St. Cuthbert. an lriChman aIfo, can· 
'ftruCled a church in the fame ifland, in 684. of which B~de gives 
this defcriptioll: "The building was round, four or five perches 
fI between wall and wall. The wi!-H on the outfide was the hcrght 

, 40 of a inan, made {a by finking of an hllge rock. which was done 
H to prel'cnt the thoughts from rambling, by rcfiraining the fight. 
" ,The wall wa~ ncithe:r of fquared ftone, or brick, or cemented 
If with mortar: but of rough unpoliihed ftonc, with turf dug up 
.. in the middle of the place: and banked on both fides of the 
" 'frone all round. Some of the fiones were: fa big, that fouf 
U men Lould hardly lift Ullt:. Within the walls he conflruCled 

," two lioufes and a chapel, together with a room for common 
II ufes. The roofs he made of un hewn timber. and thatched them. 
Ii Without the walls was a large houfe to receive firangers, and 
... near it a fountain of water," 

As yet lime was not ufed. To fay the Irifh were not acguainted 
with the calcination of frone, after an intcrcour((: of fome ages with 
the Saxons, and other continental nations, would not probably be 
true; it was more than two centuries after. this that mOltar was 
introduced. as we lhaU pre~tly fee. No part of Cuthbert's build­
ing remains to exhibit to the reader; but I am happy to lay before 
him two, not inferior in 'age. -and ·of eq.ual curiofity, frill exifiing. 
One is, Dun' Aengus, in the greater inc of Arran, on the coaO:: 
of Galway. It ,is fcated on an high cliff' over the fea. arid is a 
circle 'of mon!lrt>u.i 1toncs' 'without> cement, capable of containing 
two hundred cow,. The ·houfes having been of wood. have" long 
finee difappeared. Tradition informs us, that Aengus, King of 
Ca(hel, 'about 490, gave this ine to St. End. Innis Murry is an 
illand about nine miles from Sligo. A defcription of it is the only 
nlu~ble thing in Vallanocy', foporiferous .. Vindication of tIle 
Hillory of Ireland." . 

b. b. b. THE 





ANCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE. • 
b. h. h. TUE walls without mortar of large !tones; the wa.lt. 

{rom vve to ten feet th ick. and ten feet high. PI. J. Fig. I. 

C. C. C. CELLS covered with earth: all that part {haded with 
a light ink being thrown up. fo as to make the cells, in a manner, 
fubterraneous. Some Cells are fallen in; others look horrid and 
gloomy, haying a {mall hole at the top. :lI1d ah6ther in t ht: fide. 
feemingly to give air. not light. The cdl C. at the entrance is 
lighted by the door: d. d. the entrance fo narrow as fcarcdy to 
admit a man to pars. 

A. B. ST. Molaife', Chapel • 
• C. ST. Columba's Chapel. 
D. '1'1:1£ Altar. The chapels "are all built with lime aud nane, 

in a rude manner. They are modern to the rcn of the building. 
Fig . .2. TilE upright pillar furrounded by a wall. 
'I'n E large upright, furrounded by a wall ' to infpirc and p~fcit'C\ 

the moft fan~imonious rcfpeCl, was the great Deity or the E:i~. 
J:'he q::\ls arid their uCes are the {arne as thofe at Rofcarb~~~.~ 
KiUo{fy before mentioned. Tradition gives thefe works ,to' Sri-c~ 

Jumba ; but from tht! upright. it is evident the place was facred to 
rdigion in times of Paganifm. In thefe cell::! the Firbolgian pridts 
refidt d. and they were {uccceded in them by Chriftian Afceticka. 

THE northern Viccingi. or piratical Rovers, before the Chrifiian 
~ra, vifitcd and fcttled in this iOe; nor did a year p!1fs without 
bringing {orne of them thither: .. but in the beginning of the 9th 
century. an unufual {warm of them darkened our coafu, and Coon 
fubjugated the country. They were the authors of a new £lyle. 
which may be called the Danjfo, and of this there ex:ift at this day 
fame very curious .-remains. As they were evangelized by Romm 
teachers. they n~turally. imbibed the fuperftitions of that church; 
the moft 'prominent one of which was the adoration of Reliques. To 
p'refcrve t~c:.re fto~ . ~~ and accidents. they eretied firudurcs of 

.. i\"i<E .• itb . tno.:_.~ ~IkJ :.obcd or vault~d them over with fione. 
There 
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There Oilmen firO: introduced the ufl.! of cement. The rcliques 

were dcpofited in thefe fionc.roofcd crypts; a .tomb was ~ormed 
in, and almofi filled the midd le of the room, and the flag, tha~ 
covered the tomb. (en'cd for an altar. The Ordo R omonus. of this 
age, direCts the mortar, (or inc10fing rdiq\l CS within altars. to be 
made:: with holy water. At Glandaloch, Portafe rry. Killaloc, Saul 

Abbey. St. Dou1ach, 311(1 CaillC.;I, thefe fione-roofed chapels may 

be fLen. 
SAMUEL HA 1"5, Eftl. Rcprcfcntative in Parliament for the b0-

rough of Wicklow, {carching, a few years ago, among the:: ruins 

of Glcndaloch. not (ar from his bcautit"ul {cat of Avondale, for-• 
tunatdy difcovcred a fmall arched c11~pcl. of which there was no 
memcrJ. it h:lving been LUTled for ages under the ruins of a 

Ileighbouring church. Its wefic::rn portul and only entrance was 
adorned with fcuipturcs. and the room. about 14 feet by 10 , was 

almoft entirely occupied by the tomb of St. Kevin. the Patron of 
GJcnclaloch. Mr. Hayes, who to the fint:fi underfianding. improved 

by clegant and ufeful learning. joins a moil perfetl knowlcdg~ of 

ancient and modcrn architct'turc and love of antiquities. fdt the 
firongdl emotions of plca(urc on this di(covery; he carefully col­

leCl.td the fculpturt:s. made accurate drawings of them. and mofi: 

obligingly communicated them to me. 
1'1. II. No. I. Su£ws a ravenous quadruped devouring an hu­

man head; the head is 0 llving one; its hair. whltkcrs, and beard. 
give it a favage appearance. The animal is cafily difcovered by the 
following frory (rom thc northern Sagas: One of the {ailors of the 
DaniOl King, H:uold. drc:ameu that a woman of gigantic fize ap­

peared to him. riding on a woH: who had in his mouth the·head. 
of a mall, the blood. of which flowed from his jaws. When he 
had {wallowed th3t head, the woman put another into his mouth, 
~nd 1'0 011 with many more; all of them he devoured, and then Ote 

be.gao the fung of death. Jf there we,re the notions of this ferocious 

p<ople 
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ANCIENT IRISH ARCHITECTURE, , I 

people.in the year 1066, they were not more refined two centurie~ 
before. , 

No . . .2. EXHJBITS the head of a young man and a wolf, the 
long hair· of the one being elegantly' entwined with the tail of the 
other. 

No, 3. Is a wolf with his tail in his mouth. The fiercenefs of 
this creature, and his delight in human blood, arc the confiant 
themes of Scaldic poetry. Odin. the great Deity of the North, 
was alwllYs attended by two, pamed'Geri and Frcki, to whom he 
diftributed meat from hi, table. 

No, 4, ARE two ravens picking a fkull. This bird was peculiarly 
facred to Odin: 'he is fiyled the king of ravens. In the Epiccdium 
of Bag'I! r Lodbrog is recorded an engagement of the Danes and· 
Iriih at Vedrafiord, or Waterford, . 

In be;aps promiblOus was piJ'd th' enemy i 

Glad WlS the kindrell of tile falcon. From 
The cbm'Jou.~ IlIOUt they bo~dl:d an :lpproach. 
Ing fcal\, MUllein, Erin's KillS, whelm'd by 

Th' ir'ny Ileer, alby'd the hunger of the eagle 

And the wolf: the flain at Vedra', Ford beamc 
The raven,' booty. 

IN another battle between the Irifh and Danes, A.D.· 952./ tbe 

Saga fay': 

Bellum geffit populi 
AmicuI, aa~ funt multI!: 
In.furm . letantihus 
Vulturibul. HibcrnorOIn cohortes. 

To the fame purpofe Lodbrog's Ode in MaUat. .. We fought 
~. with {words! When in my youth we went towards the eafl: to' 

It prepare a bloody prey for ravenous woh'es, ample tood for the 
to yellow .. footed eagle: the whole ocean foamed as one wound: the 

f( ravcI1!I 
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H ravens wadcd in the blood of the nain, The three dal}ghters 

II of Lodbro~ worked a raven on the fhmdard of Hing,ar and 
H Huhba, with many incantations. which was to be invincible." 

In fine. the old north ern chronicles are filled with the c&comiums 
of pcrfonai valom, tile cruel flaughtcr of the human {pecies, and thc 
favarrc delight of bdlOlding the agonies of dying enemies. e . 

No. $ . ,S . 5· ARE Hunic knots, compofed of the {egments uf 
cilcl('s, thei r arcs and chords interfeding each other. There is 
fcarccly a can'cd frane, crofs, or other monumt:nt, during the time:> 

of the lJanifh power, but 111ews a knot of fame kind. 
THA.T thefe fculptures were executed by people but halfCbrif­

tiall!l is plain from the want of .fymbals, or alluftons to, f.'lcred or 
lcgtnuary fiory, and from the cruel and favage objeCts here given. 
They admirably exprefs the fentiments and employment of this rude 
anu ferocious people; and thefe and fimilar fculptures are the finefi 
commentary on their ancient poetry. W e m.lY obfcr\'e that thcfe 
can'jnp;s are fimibr to the D anifil ones in Cordincr's ]tuins in Scot­
land. in Hutchinfon's Lakes, and Camden. Thofe at Bridcfkirk, in 
Cumberland, ure in the fiyl c of ours, the crofs excepted. 1\·0 
Saxon mouldings, or other decorations of that ftylc are here viftble. 
The fculptor did not recoiled. that he ,\'as ornamenting a religious 
houfe, or he gave way to his own unci"iHzed feelings. Forres Pillar, 
und the obcliiks in Rofsfhire, afford fpccimcns alfo of the Danifil 
ilylc; but this at Glcndaloch is unique in this kingdom. So holy 
were thefe arched chapels dl:remed, that as late as the year ·1135. 
Malachy O'Morgair, Arehbifhop of Armagh, creeled two at thc 
Abhcy of Saul, each {even feet high, fix long. and two and a.p h,\lf 
wide. with a fmall window at one fide. 

o U II round towers arc coe \'al with the chapels, and arc alfo Oltman 
produ8ions. Varions have been the conjeaures concerning thcir 
origin and ufc. but from an uninterrupted tradition of 542, I h:wc 
f'hcwn it is morc than probable that they fen"ed as belfries from the 

beginning 
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bogialliag; five or ux of them at thi, day certainly do. If they 
were e«:Cled in times of Paganifm, {orne proof ought to be alleged 
of the.\t of mafonry being then knDwn-or to what particular 
pradice il' the Firholgian ritual they refened. for the Firbolb, alone 
could build. But this ] can fafdy pronounce to be impoffible. 
The want of ChrilHan {ymbols is another I.rgument for referring 
them tIo the remotcft ages: but here the (nourers of this opinion 
proclaim either their ignorance or difingcnuity. The round tower 
at Brecbin, in Scotland, has a crucifix, and figures of the Virgin 
Mary, SL John, and a lamb. Over the door of the tower at An. 
trim is an ornamented crofs i and the doors of the towers at Timaboe 
and "Kildare have that common ccclefiaftical decoration, the Chevron 
moulding. Of thete curious buildings above fixty-fix remain. U .. 
cept as to rotundity, each architeCt {cems to ,have followed his fancy 
in the height and internal arrangement. Some have their door 
twenty-four feet from the ground; in general it is ten or twelve. 
They very much re(embl~ the Norwegian round. cafi.1e! 'Of Gira.ldus 
Cambrenfis, hereafter to be fpoken of, in Grand1:own Came, and 
were firft conft:rud.ed by the Oftmen about the end of the 9th cen­
tury, and continued to be built till the lzth. They were thc-com .. 
man appendages to wooden churchcJ. Kenith 'fower icanda (z. 
feet from the church, Drumboe ~o, Downpatrick 48. Kildare go. 
Kilkenny 8. aad Drumilkin 90. At Glendaloch. we fee the great 
infula.ted round tower at a diftance from the cathedral: at the fame 
place are two other towe.rs-one at the Ivy Church, about four feet 
from tbe fabrick; the other at St. Kevin's Kitcben joined to it: bere, 
and in no other part of Ireland, -can we trace the gradual approxi .. 
matiotl"' of the round tower to the church; a decifive proof of iu 
original deugo.cioa 1>oing tbat of a 1>olfry. 

THE Inuriage of Donogh. Monarch of lrel~d, with Driclla, 
daughter of Earl Godwyn. and Iiller of Harold. King of England. 
whbwa. a.in A. D. ,066. and the Rij;bt of many E.,,1iIb bobl.· 

VOL. II. b men 
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~e'n to this iOe from the tyranny of William the Conqueror; the: 
rcfort of the BiChops of Du.blin, Waterford, a.ndLimerick. tb Can .. 
terbury for confecration; with the viiits of many of our Itergy to 
Rome, enlarged and improved our architeChlral kno-wledg.. Then, 
the regulating the number of Bifhops and their Sees in 1100, -and 
the fettlement of the ltifh Church by Cardinal Paparoo in T IS.2, 
gave new dignity to the clergy, and fet them upon ereding edifices 
fuitable to it. At this time the iOc {terns to have been firft divided 
;nto pariihcs, and patron Saints appointed to fuperintend each; but 
even then fuch di",ifion did not extend to the whole kingdom-for 
the Irifu hud not as yet every where deferted their old faith: the 

• 
Culdees were powerful, and their aahorrence of Romi1h innovations 
imflucn(':ed a la,ge portion of the people:. A few monafiic firu8ures 
'Were begun, but thefe were not important. 

CORM.,\C·S frene-roofed chapel at Cafbcl pre(cnts us with the firfi: 
attempt in lime of a church with a nave, chancel, and choir, with 
columns fupporting the grand arch leading into the choir. Thefe 
columns are ihort and thick, with bafes, tores, capitals, and entabla­
tures rudely executed. A lozenge network covers the pillars j the 
portal is femicircular, with nail .. headed' aad ·chevron mouldings ; the 

• windows aIfo are round, and over the door is a.n -Archer mounted on 
an ideal qoadrupcd. This grote(que, highly improper in (0 holy a 
plaCe, lbews bow impoffible it was to rcftraiD- the wayward fancy 
of the uortbem architeds: it .1(0 determines the date of the build­
ing to the loth age. An'iux:\rrate examination and compari{on of 
C~rm~'1 cript and GtiJDbaht'~ Wlder St. Pt:ter's, at Oxford, will 
evince tliatthey both .... ·""aJiy ooetaneous. The next cllurch of which 
we have !....,. authentic accGUBt is that of Ch:rift Church, Dublin. 
]n it> blaclr. boolr., we find thot Silatric, the {on of Ableb, or Ohatf, 
Prince o{ the n..bIit>ian O/!men, gue to the bldfed Trinity and 
CO DoDat, .1Iilhop of tAe. See, • place Oil which to build a chUrch, 
whtJC tho' :atcb .. or VlUlIII :were fOunded. Otbcr recordJ inlDnn· us, 

that 
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tbat St. Patrick celebrated mafs in thefe vaults; it is therefore eafy 
to difoover what they were, being criptical chapels, having the rtJlo. 
liques \r faints. Over there, as in every part of Enrope, large 
fabrieks "ere eonftrud:ed: this church was built in 1038, but little 
of the original building remaina, 

DONALD O'BRIEN, King of Limerick, is praifcd by our hiftorians 
for his love of ecclcftafi:ical architecture, and for his confiruaion of 
the cathedral churches .of CaChe!, Limerick and Killaloe, at, or a 
1hort time before, the EngliCh im·afion. Hardly one of our eede­
fiaftical building! arc in their primitiv"c ftate; for bcfldes the injuries 
fuperinduced by time, the caprice of fafuion zdapted them to the 
tafre of the time.. 'rhus the King of Limerick never mix.ed round 
and pointed arches, long and fhOl"t windows, quatrc foils. and other 
ornaments of the Norman fiyle with thofe of the Anglo-Saxon in 
the fame building; and yet tbe fouth profped of the C.thedral of 
Ca1b.e1 exhibits at ptef.ent thefe appearances. 

ST. PATRICK'S Cathedra1, Dublin. founded in 1190, is in the 
form of a crofs: it was not above {event, years before, that this 
figure became a favourite one in England-St. Peter's Wefiminfier, 
being the firft in a cruciform 1hape. "N'!flralihus c,remplum dedit 
(Edward the Confeffor) condmdi ecclejillJ it, formam Crucil ChriJIi 
pajJio7l4liJ; id 11, produRiore radio iriferiori. EI hoc qllidem iJlud 11, 
quod inquit Malm!/burius, diems tum bane tl.:cltjiam-il/o compy;tionis 
gmere primum in Anglia etdiJiaz./fo, .quod nunc irEne "cuntli jumplu'!fo 
temulanlur t:rpe'!Jit," Spelman Conci!. pag, 636. 

IT is not loaded with the ornaments which became afterwards "fo 
common. The windows are long "and pointed, but not ramified. 
Tbe b.ttrefI'es are of two forts-one low, to fupport the walls; the 
other tall {pires, connected to the upper patt of the wall by an arc­
boutant, to enable it to bear the roof. The nave is {pacious and 
lofty; but the lateral aifies low and dark. It is. in other rcfpeds, 
extremel, like the cburch of Htxham. defcrihed in the XV Scrip-

b 2 tores. 
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tore.. "Its deep foundations and {ublicrraDeOOlJ> crypts ; the gmt 
'1'ariety of buildings to be {ccn, fupported by wndry kinds <I pillars 
'and many portico., and {et 'off by til<: furprioing height ar! length 
or the walls, furrotmded"by'vujous mouJdmg8 and 'barnJ-;'curioufly 
wrought i and the twniags and windings of the pat"agt"!, .fometimes 
afcending, forne-times de!ccnrung by winding fl:ai~: to the different 
parts of the litbrick, are Dot eafy expreffed or dcfcribcd by word... ~ 
This account of Hexham iis very applicable to our Clturch. 

BOUND ill the Barbarian chains ofTaniftry, Gavc}...kind, and Brc­

hon laws, the Irilh made DO attempts in architedun:, while the Eng­
lifh were every where ereaing beautiful churches and other religious 
fuuClure.. It is recoMed as a memorable faa, the building a lime­
kiln {even yards in diat'neter, by GeJafius, ArchbiRlop of Armagh. 
in J 145; and a ftone Oratory, made by Ma1achy, fucccifor to Ge .. 
latius, was an objeCt: of wonder to the Irifh. In 1185, Gitaldus 
Cambre~fis teGifics that they had no frone bu.ildings. Thirteen 
years before, Henry It eonfhu8:ed a palace in Dublin, of fmoothed 
'Wattles, according to the fa£hion of the country. H De virgis Ie .. 
vigafis, ad moaum patritt ilnu, c01!:ftruClum," fays Hoveden. Nor did 
they, if we rely OD.. the autb~ty of Sir John· Davi., erect: any houfe 
of brick or Ilone for private liabi.tatioD previous to the reign of the 
elder ~ames, that is, as ~ ¥ins it ·in bit: "Cale of Tanifiry," 
until the abolition of the ' Brill ... , law, in the fiotth year of that 

>.. -. . 

King', reign. So that all ,,"":'~~i~, .. was ohferved 
of our cailles, were pliDDccI .... d'~'~ 'Englifil wwkmen: th i. 
cOnfidcration fupercedeo ti.c'*'ililfW WcribiI>g them, while the 
l,bouB of Bentham, ' ~~lii'boiI;" aIIIlGrofc, are fo cafily 
..,rotted to., , 

I ,';'ALL"';'" cpiichia. .';~t" a:o.> ~ l.,mg before the 
.... dert...; curl",,"' lj>e.:iiD'DI' 'of~' abCitnt VcbitoCture. 'One ;. 
the wefteri> aoor of the CbIllcli 'Gf Di'I"crt in tile barollY of Inchi­
'lUlU, in til<: _, of CJue'i, 'tlic atIiOr';' the arch of the choir" 

and 
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and part of the archivolt of the old church of Kilcullen, in' the 
co~nt\. of Kildare. Time has un(o~unatcly ddlroycd e\'ery lite~ary 
memor'fl of thcf~ venera~le f a~ncks. They arc both t:ca~t1ful 
Saxon :\-ches, enriched with Saxon ornaments. The 0 Brlens, 
Princes of Limerick and 'l'homond. founded many religious houfes 
before and after the arri\'a1 of the Engliili. in the county of Clare, 
and were the only Iriih family that warmly promoted cccldiailical 
architecture : of this the MOllafiicon Hibcrnicon bears witnefs. 
This was . at the latter t:nd' of the 12th and beginning of the 13th 
century. DiCcrt Church was probably erected about this time, be­
fore the Gothic il:ylc became fafhionablc. I am of opinion that the 
arcn at Kilcullen is of the fame date-~caufe in '3 I 90 Maurice 
Jakis, a Canon of the Church of Kildare, built a. hridge over the 
Liffey, about a mile north-weft of the old town, which. foon gave., 
rife' to a. new- town, and tbe decay of the old. 
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DESCRIPTION OF PLATE IV. 

Fig. I. Difert Church, Co. Clare. 
2, 3. 4. 5, 6, 7. Doors, windows, and capitals in the 

Abbey of Cong, Co. Mayo. 
8, 9, 10, II. Doors, windows, and confoles in _the Abbey 

of Ballintubber, Co. Mayo. 

lZ. 1,3. 14, IS. 16, 17. Pillars, conColes, and capitals in 
the Came of Ferns, Co-. Wexford. 

18, 19. Door and window in the Abbey of Clonmines, . 
Co. Wexford. 

20. Great window in Boyle Abbey. Co. Rofcommon. 
2 1. Arc.hes of the c1oyf1:ers of Sligo Abbey, of mountain­

fione. The pillars are all of the form of A, except three 
of the form of B. and two of C. 

22, 23. Door and window of the Abbey of Borerick, Co. 
Mayo. 

24. 25. Windows in the Abbey of Dromllhuire, Co. of 
Leitrim • 

• 6, '7' . Well: window and door ofDunbrody Abbey, Co. 
Wexford. 





ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND, &c. 

THIS abbey, which i. ~~!l:¥jDIl<\I, ~~~4lI~. on the 
north fide of the 8Qyne';!:\i!!l.-;~;~:~. ;~""", o,r;ijUg!i :~~cy, a 
confidcrable to:Nn. being one "or 'ihe borouglis"in ' his' .p"iloiinate 'of 
Meath. Regu~r canons of St. Auain were fettled here in the 7th 
ccntury~ HC,fF',' if we believe tradition. Dagobcrt, king of Aufirafis, 
was cducated:~::7;Jienault fayi,-Sigl!btrt la1fant 1m fils l1Qmm~ Doge ... 
hi'rt. qui' ;J reCf!iflmande a GrimQaJJ, ceiuici fait couper /($ cJU'lJ(UX aDa­
gobcrt~ '&i~ I~" fajf conduire ell lrlande."-This country, as [ have 
c1fcwherc thbwn;wu then the mart of literature to the: weQera. 
world. and~ld" i~tercourfc with France. . 

'rHIS a~ was frequently pi"llaged during the Ofiman PQwer in 
this king49m.; but' in the year 946 they received a fignal defeat in 
this tc~wD; ' in .~hich BJacar and 1600 of his beft troops feU. The 
Engli~, with Mac,Morrogh, king of Lc:inficr, burnt and {ackee! 
the town, A-. D. J 170. 

IN 15 u the abbey was re-founded by Chriftopher Fleming. 
lord of Slane, aad Elizabeth Stuck Ie, his wife, for friars of the third 
order of St. Francist as his 'charter evinces, which is here adduced 
as a matter of cutiofity: 

VOL. lI. A " Omnibul 
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I< Omnihus C hrjf(ijid, ,lib,.'! ad 'l !If)! I,r(r/ m ItTif! /I m ~I)tr-:}mcrit Sa/li t ,'Ill . 

8 / 'il/l i5 (), !{ll.! 1I0S ( '/.;ri /}(, hh,'I'1fS Fl ·/IIi"re . l\ ltk~ IIC B lIl" fJ til' Sldllt, & uxor 
. f F .) 

111M EliO!llb:': illl Sl lIr kl.' ' HI" i I HI'}"(C ('ll ;,r i, ti l is i ll /oll/,'II I ,'! fl illt i OJ/;"Wr/llll 

IIl r tl rtlm 1/.~llrorlf l/l i'tI!,, ' l1 / llm, om"i ulII fl ll l""tj/i-r7lfJI E3 J1/C(~I;;Orlll/J f.3 01,'1 · 

'lim,'J jidd ifl/ll d:/il/!'?'i." /' If{ /tluhri l I'Y prflvid.:r(', jrdtri"lIs lalii ordi llis Sf; 

Fran(~/i-i . '/. 'it!. 1""'lri Al/1/a .. hid' O'R rym acfratri 'o" llnfO Cj,j dl'!l1 1111-

l io llis C(J ,':::ii', ra .'i : ; fJ./s . l,~ r :;. i ; !" if) ,"',i Frti CV):/t')iI" i.r til.: POlltvicis, qf(ud 

j allJ m~ r ... : i: ·af, i .::. IH I ;~ 'dc Ji ./i "/1 ibm i ii pI/ram &; f frp rllw/Il i { l'Il!qjillfllll 

b,d,i: !/ e r"'ffl iJ ~'~'( ' ".'u tl .;,1 l hill . JI i(kr. C,t ic:'orumquc qllt;rum iU /fr,:n'! •.. 
pro pr,tJi",/i d" di £3 COllC(/Ji fra /ribll! /mrj;1/is unum OJlJlllIJJml N di/ lf lll 

40 j oli'/" I"I'nJ. d'm11ll :~ ~ ' i/II (''JrU1JJ & '1-'."1 olt ~ri lls ('orlllldclil dt: domiJ/{f) 

11?Jlr{) ill 1'i ll,/ qllte di,i/If /' 11(1(/11';1'1:., ct COllJog bra, lla bmdulJI £3 /r llm ­

dum, / 'f' r'''illmd'fill (3 I, ,:,iIf.:io '.1 . J id tmJ mll: lI t~!rtJJ rtddJ! III1J 40 joiiJortllll , 

'f.Ji~ , m/frjlum ,'hi ,Hicltm/i.r A rrbaflgdi & Paji·h,.!' pa dl}lIl1i(~j par/ jams. 

E/ tKo ~ Ifro pr,(·di.7m Cbrj/i')jJ.'ltI"Ul & H.lizllbttha & hd'f t'd,'s 1J?/lri 
pra'di.',;s / ral ";" ;ll crmtr ,z OIJ/Il('$ gm ff"J C§ /Ilir ju(."crj[arilJUs rjujlcm ordi­

"il w orrmzl;znhimlis & ill pcrpclllilm d./mdmJIIs. III willS 1I'i Id limn­

lIill1n Jig lin 'ltqflra P,!/ili1ll :u. iJat llm, 111f i lllll dif A lIgl!fli, A IIlIO Domini 
'IS 12, f:j AnI/a rt'/{is limrici oa,''!!i 410." 

IN 32 Henry VIII. the prior of ~I ane was fei zed of a church, 
belfry, donnitory , gard~ n, and t ..... o do((.'s, containing one acre, of the 
annual value of 18s. And in three years after. tbe Jilme king 
granted to James PIc'ming, kn'lght, this fr iary, at the annual rent of 
onc penny Irifh; and in three years aftc.·r it was fe-granted to James, 
lord Slane, at the fame rent. 

THy. ruins at prefcnt canfiil of a large chapel and a lofty belfry 
at the weft cnd; there is alfo a hand fam e ramified ' window. 

THE hermitage of St. Ere lies at the fouth of the town, apd 
takes its name from the tirft bifhop of Slane; who, the Legend 
{aYSt was confecrated by St. Patrick, and died A. D . 514> In 1512 
Malaehy and Donat O'Brien were two hermits who relided here; 
but' they were removed from the antient hermitage to the new 
friary. as appears by the foregoing charter. 

Tu!. Right Honourable Willia':O Conyngh.m has here a beautiful 
{eat j 





· . feat, in improving . hich n~ expcncc has been {pared. 
happily . talle, and gni6cence in his defign • 

T r n by T. Cock.ing, arino J 79 J ; 

lteI"QllltalOlt.:Jjibm an original drawing by Barralet, i 
illiam Conyngham. 
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Cia the bay and ocean prefent thcmfehc l', and on the north-cail: 
~hc, .fl:uj.lendolls mountains of Mourne raife their lofty heads • 

.. T"ll View was drawn by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, annQ J79:. 

ABBEY OF CARLING FOItD. 

for Dominicans was founded here In '305. by 
Burgh, 'the red earl of UI£l:er, and dedicated to St. 

~I"~hl, whofe fdl.ival is celebrated the third of November. 
crmt~n~bad ari(e~ bei:wc~n th~ Dominicans and Fr.m­

~oa",,; ' about their convcrits"and thc 'limits attached to them, which . . " , . ,; . . 
{1!l""itt.:dtc Oli-ver Plu.~k-et, t~c. titular primate; who decreed, 

of Carlinglord; !!>on,aery ~ould frecl y beg and pro­
. . . the diOc;,je ,ofArmagh. 

t'~~:l.!:~;' :;~ " .' w~ .~iiC~ :of a: church, Lclfry, chapter-r, 'o~lber :b!,!I.~'I!'; a park, clore. {even me{· 
of the annual value 

appurtenances were granted to 

~e:~~~' B~:~ "'~~~- rent. e !!>~Ltf'DC IOutb /ide of,.he town; and confifis of two 
bi - belfry, fupport,d by a lofty arch, 

~;~~ ~:::K f9.!.m :~!in' , . . a ,Xhe weft end of the 
ui ••. ~.t'1O:9:flj)illljj, ·t.a .... ,;!I,o"cach fid.,'and a fmall turret in 

7~;$J~~~~:::o~,::"g hill is a fpacious 
:c~ it. Ivy, which covers 

~::~~,~:;~~;~ {o"tb·eaa _fpea, was draYin by 

ABBEY 
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ABBEY OF MELLa·ONT 

Is built in a valley five miles from Drogh('d~, and oue nnd a half 

from th~ river .BoYlle. It was founded in 1(4~ by O'Carrol, prince 
of Urid, for Ciflertians ; St. Benliilrd furnifhing monks from his 
own abbey of Clai,rvauJ:, in France. The (ame of St. Bernard 
and the fanB;ity of · tbt: m,~~i!;foou procured it itmple pollcffions 
and a feat for the abbs~t '-in parliament. In 1192 Dcrvorgill:a, 
wife of Tigernach O'Rourke, died and was interred here. She was. 
daughter of ,O"M~aghlinJ" king of Meath, and had been bafely 
ravitlu:j by .Mac M"uf,rogh, king of Leinfter; for which he was ex­

pelled his kingdoD). ~d obliged to fly to Henry II. le)t protection; 
who, unckr !how of affiaing him, invaded Ireland, and it at length 
became fubjcCl to the, '-South. crown. 

IN 1'351 Edward' Ill .. finding ,thl1t almofr the whole wealth of 

the ki!lgdom coming into the hands of eccldiafiicst and that it wu 

fent ahroad to the pope, and to aggrandize foreign fcminarics, forbid 
the clergy not tp ' depart .reland, or carry any fums of money with 

them. Regin~ld, abbot of Melli font, was, by a jury, found guilty 
of colleaing money, ,' and (ending 331. florins to the abbey of Clair:.., 

vaux. 
R,CHARD Conter. i" the,lafi: abbot, {urrendered the to Scpo 1540, 

and had a pcnG9n of 401. granted for life. He had 16 1ilhiDg' 
corragh. or /kin-boas>.t Oldbridge, which produced him annually. 
131. '3'. 4d. The ·lithole poffeffions of the abbey, which were vay, 
great. amounted yearly ' to 31SI. 19" and were granted to ·Sir 
Edward Moore, wbo :nx,ed his refidence bere. and made it • noble­
feat; it w~ furrounded by • high!"alL The grant ~f the prioy. 
c;ouncil to-Sir Edward.Moore, ~f Mellifont, runs thw: 

H ~'ORA&MUCR ~s the houfe and lands of Mellifont are utuated· 

ft;C&l un~ the hqr'du .• . of UHler, and hath, in aU times of rebellioa,­
'bce.n fubjeCl: to the ,jnvauon of the enemy. and is not in {uch timet 

defended from burning and {poil but with fuch an exccffive charge., 

as in a manncr the whole commodity doth no more than bear the 
expencC's 
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ezpcnccs of filch a force as may ddcnd it; and that in all fuch 
tim('~ the.- faid Edward Moure:: hath not fhunncd that place, but 

maintaim'd ho(pitalitv plentifully, .... hereby he: hath not only rdicH:d 
many of In:r mltjdry'!'I {en'ants and lubje~ls. but dclcndcd the fJ.me 
,lands, and thnehy gi\'en an example to others. and a relief to the 

. -whole county of Louth. And forafmuch. further as in the fame 
infirudiull he,r majdty's cxpreCs p1cature is, th,lt canG_deration be 

had "to the Irtuarioll of the place, adding tbefe words-' that the houfc 
'fl:andl!th upon the Irilh country, and is char~cbhle to dcfend,'­
we have cOlldefcendcd, aud by authority of the {aid ioft-rudion 
a~ed, that the {aid Edward Moore !hall pay to her majc,fiy for 

• 
• "fine of his faid lenrt: in reverfion. th~ fum of 451. current moncy 
~ this re.:slm, tb~ fame to IJt! paid at the feaft of ~frcr, which fllall 
'be in the year of our Lord Gud 1570; ' for payment whereuf the 
{aid Edward Ihall, with oue [uaicient (uret)', cntcr into bond, in the 
'Chancery, for the due allfwering thcN.:of to her n:ajt fry' s ufe. Given 
at Dublin, J June-1$66, in tht 8lh year of her highnefs's n.:ign. 

H. Mitlcn, Francis :\garde. 
N. l)a~nd. James Bathe." 

THIS View, which reprcfents the north-weft "fped, was drawn 

by Lieutt:nan~ Danicl'<;lro[Ci onn .. '791. 

(PLATE II.) · 're ~pl.ce, fe.:'ea · on the bord .... of the pale, was 
~rongly fortified, tlrou~h:. - )it(le ,it -to ~ fcen in what now remains; 
,it: frequently refifted the ' cneiny ,' 'iil ; th~ lriJh wan. In 1641 the 

ll'illi r.,down 'bcfote MclliloR,' ''W't\t'3oq foot; · hut lord Moore 
~tioned there 24 QlutKetccrs ,a-nd' ,IS' hoifetncn, who 'bravely de­

~d It:b)btr! ~.1h,ir am.I1I)\liition I.!led. The foot furrender<:d; 1'J!¢." ",{c''chariled ';'ig~i-througb ' the enemy, .. •• d. arrived 
, .. ::~;t'l 'D~·gheda~ :E,~'Cn fi1t~.I .Yf'Ti~t' d.Jcrl?e~ Mel1iron~ in '1758, 
.' ,,- GothiC door. wfty of blue ' marble, Its gilding and -ornaments, 
~rth~ , <)(~lagonal baptifioery arc ':not Dc>wtO' be . {een-; only four 
Me*of.the latter rern*in; '-8Q*,c'h'apc'ls~ a few arcbeS,- and pillm _vcr .. · .. int ide. ",(the ori!iihlf~ite 'o( this ni~gni6centpileo 
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COUNTY OF WICKLOW. 7 

THTS View was taken from an original drawing by Murphy, in 
the collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

:ABBEY OF BALTI TGL 

DlmMOD Mac Murrogh. king of Lcinfter, founded this abbey for 

Ciftcrtian:; in J J 48 or J 15 I. The abbot was mitred, and {at in 
parliament. 'Ki~g John confirmed it I nd, and granted othen, 
and particulariy {alt .. pit at Arklow. In I 18,; Albin O'MolIO't, 
was abbot; in a {trmon which he prca hed ill Chritt Church, 

Dublin, he in cighed bitterly ag infi tl c dt:bullchcd orman clergy. 
had Vitiated the . . d innoce of TriOl cclcGaftics. He 

was after bi01o.p 
JOHN G fl: abbot, furrcndered the 15th of. ec m· 

ber, J 537, and haa a n. A grant wa made the 3.)d Henry 
VIII. to Tho Euftacc. ~. count Baltinglas, of the abbey and its 
poffeffions; and anoth ~in the rei n, of queen Elizabeth, to Sir Henry 
Harrington, knight. abbey Hood on the banks of the riv r 
Slaney, which runs in front about 100 yards from it. There are 
a long ruined chapd, a 1x:lfry, and a lofty plain eafr window. Not 
far is Baltin las cattle, in good repair and inhabited. 

TSIS View w~ drawn by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, ~nno 179~ 

CAR EW CASTLE 

I. fituated in the town of Carncw, and belonged to the O'Tooles,. 

a powerful {cpt; who, {ecnred in their fafrneiTcs, defied for many 
centuries the power of the Englifh. 

To E caftle is built of a bluifh frone and good workmanfhip. At 
prd'ent there is nothing but its \\-alls. There a~e turrets, on confoles,. 

on t 0 of the anglclf. In digging near the waUs, the fkeleton of 

feveraI men were difcovered, with mu.1ket-barrels near them, fome 
loaded 



OU TY OF LOUTH. 

loaded, the balls of which were of the common fize; alfo a (pur, 
with a rowel as large as a crown piece. , 

TIIIS Vi w wa taken from an original drawing by J. G. Brien, in " 
,the collection of· the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

ROCHE CASTLE 

r DI on the fummit of a rocky hill, and was formerly one of 

the frontier cafUes of the EngliCh pale. It commands a · view of 
th.c neighbouring country to a great extent. The area within the 
nmpart wall refcmbles the form of a triangle, but rather inclining 
o that of a femicircle; follo oing the irregular fhape of the hill, and 

taking ad clulag<" of thr. rock on which it is placed. 
TIIJt great chor which is the front and longcft fide, is about 

eighty yards, and the vcrfed fine is about forty. At the oppofite 
I'ftiI ... P" to that of the main dwelling hal\ formerly been a tower of 
defence, but now demolitbed, and under it is a fally-port. 

T,uDITIO reports, that it was con!b:uCled by a RoCe Verd n, ~., 
n antient En~li{b family of lar8t property; and from her ,was 

ca ed . orc caille, corrupted into Roche caftle. In the year J 649 
it held out for king Cn 1 , and was demolifhed by Oliver Crom-

L 
was drawn by Francis GroCe, Efq. anno 1789. 

CA l'L , CARLOW. 

~ono , cpmmapded by all the adjacent 

hills, cept on the {outh, w ere you fcc the mountains rife above 
me The c ~ rior waYs of the bawn, and part of a fquare tower, 

c: ntrc; of the {Quth 'de, remain. The eafj: and north fides 
~ he d by a thi {quar abutOlCnt. The only entrance 

i at the weft. 
TUE 
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COUNTY OF CARLOW. 

THE walls of the bawn are hollowed into a kind of gallery, to 
which the light .is admitted from without by loop-holes, and from 
within by ~rge Gothic windows, now quite in ruins. 

'THl8 View, which reprefents the fouth-eaft afped:, was drawn }>y 
lieutenant Daniel Grofe, an no I79Z. . 

CASTLE OF BALLYLAGHAN. 

,' TROUGH this caftle is built in a low fttuation, it commands an ex .. 
tenfive profpeCi to the weftward. It is a fquare conftruetion, de­
fended at the fouth ,fide by two round towers. The walls arc in 
good prefervation, as well a the diviftons of the apartments, being 
four in number; to thefe you afcend by ftairs. 

A FEW yards to the weft is a fquare tower, and at an equal 
.. diftance at the eaft is another; thefe probably defended the angles 
of the bawn, which furrounded the caftle. , 

'fH IS View, which repre1'ents the fouth-weft afpe8:, wu d~wn 
by lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anno 179z. 

ST. MULLIN'S CHURCH. 

, TSII it a {mall ·tillage Oft the w, which gives name to the 
blU'ODy. Thit was ancieutly called Teighmolin, or St. Mullin', 
houfe, he having founded a mooafiery here, according to tradition, 
in 632; in wbicb ,ear be u made bi1hop of FCI'I1I, and ctied in 
697; hit body was laid in his 0 n church. 

Tslt legend of hi. life tells us, that he was hom in Hy Kenfallagh 
part of the county of \\ exford; that he fpent moO: of hit -life be­
t ween Glendaloch, in ,the reccfs of die Wicklow mountains, and 
Teigbmolin; that 'he was a fignal bcnefaaor to his eountry, by 
perfuading Finacbta, monarch of IreJand, to remit the tribute of 
oxen which had been impofcd on Lcinfter by Tuathal Techmar, 
A. D. 134; and finally, that he delivered prophecies, in which he 

VOL. II. B foretold 



QUEEN'S COUNTY. 

~retold many things of the kings of Ireland, their battles, and 
deaths, to the end of time.-Credat JUdfZUJ apella-

TIlE church was plundered in 95'1, and deftroyed by fire in 1138• 
The Auguftinians obtained an efrabli1hment here, and erected an 
abbey, . which is on a hill over the Barrow; hills and ' mountains 
narrow the view from it on every fide. The north part of this ruin 
conufts of two chapels, very much decayed. At a ihort diftance to 
the Couth is another chapel, with maiI'es of ruins extending down to 
the river, not more than an hundred 'yards from them. Graves and 
fepulchral ftoncs cover a large fpace of gro\,lnd, the place being, by 
the fupetftitious, held in the utmofr veneration, from the fuppofed 
fantlity of its patron, St. Mullin. 

IT was the h ,rial pl~ce of the Cavenaghs, at preCent a very old 
refpe&ble family, who derive themfelves fr.om Dermod Mac 

Murro~h, king of Lt:infrer. 
,THIS View waa dra)VQ. by lieqtcnant Daniel GroCe, anno I 79~. 

' CLOGHGREN A CASTLE. 

HIS caftIe formerly belongc4 to- the Ormond family, but is now 
prop of John Rocbfort, efq. In J 562 there was a Sir 

der, of Cloghgrennan,. baronet; he was brother to the 
Ormond, and h' fc deh • In fix years after he joined in 

{mond' but die lord deputy proclaimed him a 
18 caMe. 
e mto e poa-eCnon of the earl of Ormond: for 

year 1649 the earl appointed a rendezvous 
ulc of hi near Carlow; where he made a 

,,_~,pj~C:ftlill't and Irifh, who, by the wifdom 
ccrs. mingled well enough together ~ 

ymade body of 3,700 hone and 14.500 
oot, with four pieces of cannon. About the beginning of June 

they marched ftom CloghgrennaD. 

" 




