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CO NTY OF R 81 

cafrle. In the front of the building i another, and at the weft end 
a round tower. In one of the rooms over the himney-piecc, und r 
the Leinfter at'm , is the date J 573; thi as done y ernld the 
J I th Earl of ~ildare, who was wonderfully pr ferved aft r exe-

, cution of his £ ther. In 1552, he \Va reftor d in. hI od and hon un 
by Edward VI. and had that year the ordfhip of Kilkea confirmed 
to him. ,He fignalizcd bimfelf in all the fubf< quent Iri{h ar, and 
was a firm fupp rt of the Englifh 0 ernment. 

THE came of Kl1kea is the property of hi race th uke of 
Leinfter, and is at prefent inhabited. 

THIS View, which reprefent the fouth·weft afpea, wa drawn 
by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anno 179~ . 

B ?L ~ ABBE . 

MAURIC E O'Dubhny founded this abbey for Cificrtian, . D. 

1161; it was dedicated to the Virgin Mary, and confecrated, A.D. 
1218. In 1235 the Englifh forces, under Lord J uftice Fitz- erald 
and M'William, encamped within the abbey wall, and facrikgi
ouily feized all the goods, holy veftments, and chalices, and even 
ftripped the monks. This they bitterly complaIned of, but do not 
tell the reafon, which was their joining with the King of Connaught, 
to difpofi'efs the Englifh. About 1250 the abbot of B yle wa 
Douchard O'Daly, a celebrated poet, who e~cellcd in tbe hymnal 
fpecies. 

THE arch rebel Tyrone had, in 1595, an Ilrmy of 2300 men in 
Connaught, made up of Iriib and Scottiib Wanders, with which he 
befieg d the abbey. ' 

) 1603 ir John King had a grant from the crown of this abbey, 
and this was confirmed by another of the 7th of January 1618, 
with the rights of holding ~ourts baron and leet, and other privi
leges. 

TaIs View, which reprefents the fnuth·weft afpe a: , wa drawn 
by Lieutenant Daniel'Grofe; 1791. 
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8S COU Y OF ROSCOMMO . 

(PLATE n.) TJI ~bbey w~~ one of the fineft bllildin"gs in the 
• kingdom; it is fit\,1ated a~ the ack of tbe town, in the Earl of 

&fi:on's demcfae. The whole frru.Cl:ure is uncovered, except the 

char1C:d and two fi chapels; nor is it eafy to e~amine, its parts 
. g {o encumbered ith large trees, underwood, and thorns. The 

t arches wbic ported the tower were forty five feet in 
. ht, but tQe DOW fa raifed a to cover all th~ bafes of 

_I~_ the archei are fupported by round pillars 

t .. ftone, of , tlle reG are a group of {mall columns. 
1 the (paces withlD thefe pillars are now filled up. fD as to make 

<oIW')-' d w.Il; this Will probably done in the reign of ueen Eliza
, when the abbey was cQnverted into a pI ce of defence. Some 
e capitals are plain. other are ornamented with carving. The 

indo as grand and beautiful. he cloifter has been 
chan cd into a barrack. 'rhe frump of a round tower is near 

abbey, proving it to have been an antiont cclefiafiical founda
Jong before it came iQto the" pofi"efflon pf the ificrtians. 
IUS View, which reprefents the Dorth-eat't afpect, wa clrawll 

~ T. Cocking, anna 1791• 

(PLATE III.) TJlla relents an inude view of that p ~utif\1.1 
ftruC\ure, which was taken from en original drawing by Bigari, in 
tb~ colled:ion of the Right H\lP.o~rable William Conyngham. 

TLE COOTE. 

JR. CH4.RLES againft Tyrone and th 
other rebels in Ireland d~i a reputation and fucce», 
had largt: po£f.efiiollJ b~KiDg James I. in Conp ught, 

appointed bim for life of that province in 
1 • It wu abou~ tbia bill )lq erected Caftle Coote; which not 
oDly {erved to protect his own property, but was a curb on the 
~leQefs and nUnp of the Q tive m th~ COqnty of Rofcorn
mono 

IN 





COU TY OF RO COM I 

IN January 1641 twelve hundred rebels, under don O'Rourke, 
befieged the fecond ir Charles Coote, who had fucteeded to the 
hereditary bravery of his f; mily, and their eminent tal nts for Br, 
and alfo to the ~adhal1hip of Connaught; but the c ftle wa fo ell 
provided, and the garrifon fo faithful and attached to their com
mander, that O'Rourke continued but a week before it. In March 
following ~ir Charles took Con and moft of his party, and fallying 
out of Caftle Coote, on the c mp of the rebels at Creggs, he totally 
defi ted them, took all their baggage and provifioll , and foon after 
feized a confiderable prey at Bnllynatloe, and fo effcaually terrified 
them, that he was at liberty to fiore hi c ftle with corn and ttl~ 

at his pleafure. 

IN 1643 the rebel, with a few 1hip.guns and a mortal', took 
Ga1way: elated with their fuccefs, they believed no place could) g 
frand their attack. They immediately bdieged aftle Coote, " 
moft painant thorn," fays my author,. II in thoir fide." They had 
four thoufand horfe and foot, plenty of ammunition, and aint Loo~ 
an experienced Low-Country foldier, ft r their engineer. Galway 
furnilhed him with 3001. and after examining the place, he enter
tained no doubts of forcing it to furrender. John Burke, nick-named 
Shane 0' levij, general of the rebel , fent a fum mons to Sir harles, 
fignifying that he was commanded by the Council of the Coufede
fa e Catholics to demand the delivery of the caftle in 0 his hands, 
for the ufe of his majdty; and if not given up on this fummons, 
mercy was not to be expeCled. although for his part fie defired not 
he effufion of chriilian blood; yet if fuch a paper houfe fuould ~ 

kept againft him, who had fuch an army, fuch artillery, he couJd' 
not, by the praCtice of war, be cenfured as cruel if no quarter was 
given. The enemy made a regular circumvallation about the caftle; 
ye the garrifon fo nobly attacked each redoubt,· greatly difap
pointed the befiegers. The commander at Caftle Coote bad lent 
notice to the neigl:tbouril1g (ort of his fituation, and tequt'!fted that 
they ould umte and' extricate him. Burke having notice of this~ 
fent out two partie ; one a if goin to relieve the cafile, and the 

~ other to oppofe it. . Tbi deception fucceedcd i fixty n1ufieteera 
entured out, but foon found their eTtor; however, ttiougb attack~d 

L2 ~ 



CQUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 

,by {even hundred men, they made good their retreat. While this 
Was going forward, an aifault wall made on the caftle, but the enemy 
was beat off with confiderable lo{s; many of whom being llain, 

re decently laid out, and not beheaded, as was ~he Irifh fa1hion; 
which B\1rke {cnt the Governor of Caftle Coote, a pre{ent of 

ICN_GO. then very acceptable. Soon alter the rebels were driven to 
m.ccc6ible bogs and woods, their ufual refuge, recovering ~lfo eleven 

pay, lately arrived. When news arrived of the cdration with 
the Marquis of Ormond, the enemy, more iolcntly than before, 
fired at the cafile; but the garrifons of Boyle, Rofcommon, and 
ot pJac 8 uniting, ret on Burke, who was fo enraged at the con
dua of hi. men, that he declared he would rather be captain of two 
!lund men in the garrifon of aftle Coote, than general of the 

reo tho\.1fnnd he had. he cetration as foon proclaimed, and 
oail" on both fide ceafed. 

View was drawn by T. Cocking, Ii9I. . 
ROSCOMM N 'CA l'LE. 

I. Robert de Ufford, in ! ~68, being Lord J unice, beg n to build 

thi caftlc; in I %77 Thoma ' de Clare and O'Brien Roe having con
tention t~e latter was taken and beheaded; yet afterwards the Iri1h 
drove de Clare and his father-in-law into the mountains of Sliew
Bloom, and· pt them there fo long, that f?r want of vitluals they 

ere cooftraincd to feed on borfe~fie1h. To obtain their liberty, they 
ere obliged to give hoftage , to make {ati faction for O'Brien's death, 

and to furrendcr the eaftle of Rofcommon. 
1. .1566 Sir Henry Sydney, Lord Deputy, took this cafrle, which 

been one hundre.d and forty years in the rebels' polfeffion, and 
Thomas Lcftrange and twenty borfemen to garri{on it. Th 

Z la:MUI did not hold it fo long without interruption, for the Earl of 
.~~~l who Lord Li utenant in 1498, took the came of Rof-
iOOIBI!lOn in expedition be made into Connaught, and frrongly 
Dcaled it. 

THIl Engli1h garrifon of RofcommoD, in 1642, bravely defended 
themfe!ves a inft th rebels; ho eYcr, it afterw rd came into the 
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COU TY OF' ROSCOMMON. J 

hands of the latter, and in 1652 wa delivered up to Colonel Rey .. 
nolds, a parliamentarian officer. -: 

THIS Vie , which rcprefents the north-eaft afpea:, wa drawn by 
Lieutenant Da~iel Grofe, anno 1791. 

(PLATE H.) TH I s View, which reprefcnt the north-weft afpect, 
was draw,n by T. Cocking, anno 1791. 

C 'T <. 

THIS frands in Mac Dermot's Wand, in Lough Key .; the i[Iand i 
circular and fortified with a wal~ fourteen or fifteen feet thick, fo 
th .. t there is 110 landing on the ifie but at a breach in this wall. It 
contains, with much wood. a fquare cafile, fo covered with ivy th t 
not a frone can be feen on the oudide; and the infid i fo ruinous, 
that no judgment call be formed o~ the mode of building or work .. 
manfhip. , 

IT obtained its prefent name from one of the antient Toparcbs 
of this country, who, through jealoufy, always confined h~ wife in 
this fequefter d il1and while engaged in warlike expedition. Her 
lover, however, defpifing every obftac1e that fea and w 11 prefented, 
{wam frequently from the main land to vifit his inCular tair one. 

TH IS View was taken from an original drawing jp the collcdion 
of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

1 MA REE 

rFJJI is fituated in a fmall ifiand of the fame name in Lough Key. 
The natives call it an abbey, but the induftry of the laborious Mr. 
Archdan was u hIe to di(covtr any recordi of i ever having been 
a monaftic dlabliihment. Com.,.,nng the fituation, the building, 
and windows with thofe of fimilar firudures, it feem to me more 
than probable, th~t it was an antieDt abbey of Culdecs. 

Tn& 



86 COUNTY OF ROSCOMMON. 

THE urch is an oblong building, much ruined; it was divided 
into two part , and the windows are long loop-holes. A t a diftance 
is a little chapel, with two fmall loop-holes to fupply light. Tacitu 
informs' us, the B'atavians worfhipped an illand in the river Rhine. 
This fuperftition the Firbolgs, who came from thefe parts, intro
duced into Ireland; and it fell in very exaCUy with the practices of 
our Miffionaries, who cultivated the afcetic life. And ~regory of 
Tours afihre , us, lakes were {acred among the old inhabitants of 
Gaq}; infomuch that a bifhop was obliged to erect a church at the 
head of a lake, to withdraw their affections from this peculiar error 
to the worfhip of the true God; and he concludes with the happy 
efFea of {uch a procedure-tt Tunc homines comjJunCl; & corde cOmJe!ji 
font."-An ifland fo earTy colonized, and {o long poffdfed by northern 
nations, I'll ft hay ~boul1ded with their civil and religious cuftorns; 
and in no place are they more numerous and lefs adulterated than 
in Ireland. 

A FTEll the Culdees retreated from Monaincha, as is related in til 
Antiquities of Ireland, cited in the beginning of thefe papers, they 
conftruded a {mall chapel, not unlike this of Ennifmacreeney, and 
with windows examy the fame. Many other inftances occur. 

THra View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
collection. of the Right Honour.lble William Conyngham. 

ABBEY. 

·Iious houfe is by no means clearly afcertained. 
to affign it to the Dominicans; and as no 
cd it, their right {urns to be eftablifhed. The 

·d to h ve heen the founders; but the annals of 
~1!lMif"f;,t- afcribe it to Phclim O'Connor, in 1448, whofe kinf

c caftle of Tulfk, A. D. 1406. This O'Connor was 
the fame year he beftowed land for the monaftery, 

and w interred in the church. An inquifitlon, of the 33d Eliza-
beth, find this houfe· pofi"cffion of certain parcels of land, part of 

which 
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COUNTY OF WESTMEATH. 1 

which were in the occupation of the mayor and bailitfs of Galway, 
lind were conc~aled from her majefry and her predeceffors. Nothing 
but the walls of this monafrery remains, and a {hong piJIar of ma
runry, which fupports the ends of two arche which open to & 

chapel. 
THIS View was drawn by T, Cocking, 1791. 

ABBEY O:F MULTIFERNAM. 

AMON ASTERT was founded here, A. D. 12,36, by William Dela
mere, for Conventual Francifcans, but in 1460 it was reformed by 
the friars of the tria Obfervance. ir Henry Pi rs, who writ a 
defcription of the County of Weftmeath in the laft century, thus 
{peaks of the abbey of Multifernam. 

II THE frame or fabric, is rather neat and compact than fump
tuous or towering, having in the midfr, between the body of the 
church and th chancel, an handfome, frrait, but very narrow fteeple. 
After the diifolution of monafreries, it became th property of 
Alderman Jans, of Dublin, who, or his fucceffor , permitted the 
friars to enter again and here {ettIe, in as great fpJendour as ever: 
here, at and before I 6.p, they had their church, not only in very 
goo~ repair, but adorned with images, pictures, re1iques, &c. In 
the choir, or chancel, they had their organs and chorifrers; they 
had apartments, not only fufficient for their own number, but for 
the reception of many horfe and foot at the time"; here they had 
alfo all houfes of offices fit to make preparation for entertainment of 
fuch as came, at all times, to viut, or otherwife to confult or debate 
their concerns; and here it was that the fatal rebellion, that broke 
out with fo much fury and havock in 1641, was hatched and con
trived. This abbey is at this time altogether out of repair." 

HE ay VIII. granted this abbey and it poifeffions to Edmund 
Field, Patrick Clynch, and Philip Penteny, at the fine of 801. and 
41. annually. However, by a record in the auditor general' office, 
we find Thoffi#.\S Cufack, of Lifmollin, in the County of Meath, was 
feized of it in the .sd James l. 
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COO .LTTY OF CLARE. , 
THE builoing, . as tradition reports, was committed to the flames 

by the.Rochforts, a powerful family in this country; but the noble 
ruins frill remaining prove it to have been of excdlent workman
filip, being confrruCl:ed of a handfome blac~ frone. The foundations 
of the cloifrers may be traced; the freeple is about fixty feet high, 
with offsets between the frories. The eafr window is entire, but 
quite plain. , 

TH IS View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
colledion of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

ORATORY NE.AR KTLLALOE. 

THE Oftmen, on their converfion to rhriftianity, in th n 9th century, 
ereCled the firfr ecc1efiaffical ftrud:ures with lime and frone; thefe 
were frone-roofed chapels or oratories for. reliqucs. They are the 
oldefr and mofr curious monuments in Ireland. They are to he 
feen at Glendaloch, in the county of Wicklow; at t. Doulach's, 
near Dublin; at Calliel, in the County of Tipperary; and at Porta
ferry, in the County of Down; and are fimilar to the undercroft at 
Canterbury, to Grymbald's crypt at Oxford, and to that of St. Wil
frid at ippon. This at Killaloe forms a {mall room, and was de~ 
figned fe. the fc parate admiffion of thofe who came to make their 
prayers and offerings to the patron Saint, St. Molua. 

TUls View was taken from an original drawing, by - Gandon, 
Efq. 

DO}' TIlE FIRST VOLUME. 
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