


PAGAN ANTIQYITIES A l' NEW GaA GE, 

IN THE COUNTY 0' MEd/{. 

Expltmat;oll ~ PLATE II. (fa l'oge ix.) . 
THIS fubjed: is feleded from many of a like kind, glvmg a 

moft petfed: view of the fuperftit)on of the firJ>olg!, or the colony 
who fucceeded the Celtes, the primzval pofi'dfors of Ireland. The 
wodhip of the latter being performed in groves, nothing but the 
name. of places, indic~tive of {uch wodhip, (and they ar~ many) 
could have furvived the lap1e of ages. 

THE account of New Grange is extraCted from the memoir of 
that accomphfued anti uary, Governor Pownall, in the Archreolo
gia, and the MS. additions of Wright to his Louthiana, now the 
property of George Allt:n1 eJ"q. of Darlington, in York1bire~ 

FJG. 1. Gives the plan of the cafe of the cave; its periphery is cur
vilinear, not redilinear. A. is the plan of the cave and 
gallery. This bafe covers two acres of ground, and was 
furrounded by huge upright £lones, brought from the 
mouth of the Boyne, difrant more than ' ten miles. 

FIG. II. Is the plan of the gallery and the three niches, which I 
have, in the Antiquities of Ireland, page 320, called the 
fuaft, arms and head of the crofs. The dimenfions of the 
£lones are given in this plan. 

FIG. Ill. Is a perfpeClive {edion of the gallery. The dome {pr~ngs 
at various unequal heights, from eight to nine and ten feet 
on different fides: forming at firft a coving of eight fides. 
At the height of fifteen or uxteen feet, the north and fouth 
fides of this coving run to a point like a gore, and the cov
ing continues its {pring with ux fides. The. can fide com- . 
ing to a point next, is reduced to five fides: the weft next, 
when the dome ends and dofes with four fides, not tied with 
a key .. ftone, but capped with a large flag-frone. The two 
arm. or niches are nearly umilar, confifting of two froncs 

ftandin, ' 

• 
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fianding crca, the back made of a large flat fronc. laid edge
ways at its kngth: the whole con:rcd with one large tlat 
fione floping to'Nard~ the back . In the centre of this cref .. , 
jt:fl bdorc the 1l100! t h of the gallery, frood a {mall pillar, 
tt: e protdlill;! dcity of th is {ul,tcrranean cave. On each 

fi(k of ~lLt: I,·::.!r lay two hUnHlll tkdctous. 
F , G IV. This, VVnsht ;;1rures us. waS;L volute, or ram'$ horn: 

ethers k lVC traced h!11clhillg li!,; ( letters on the {urlnce 

of a j'bt HOM' ·in t ',c JerL band niche. It was probably a 
mJs ;C'al i~ t1l\~, conccn;ing whic!! the Antiquities bcfore
cited, and l hrt!~(;!;nc, cap. ix. may be cunfuikd. 

}o"J{;. V. Is a nd,;-lufun; tkre were three to {cr\,c the head and 
arm~ o/" the cruC~ , but two now only appear: they arc 
fir an o\"a l form, alld betwccn two and three (eet in dia

metcr.-Tlu.: curious reader is referred, for fimilar monu
m~'nts, to th t: Nova ]~iteraria Maris Balthici, in addition 

to thofc:: produced in the Antiquities of Ireland before. 
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MONASTIC ANT IQU ITl ES. 

EXjJ/onofirJ1L of/hi' Fif.;uru ill PLATE III. 

GROSF-, in his IntroluA:ion to hi's Antiquities of England and 
Waks, has fu accurately defcrihcd the rife and t.lrcf" of the. differ
ent Monafrlc On1~~rs , th:tl t is unacccfliuy to r~pcat .... ."ilat is there 
to be foulld fo u11ly inn: flll!:<, ~· : d. It will be more to the purpofe to 
give the names all,] Ut:!l) i.Jcr v t" houfes belonging to each Order that 
formaly llouriihco in iT(:ldmi, as they hav.: been colld1cd by 
Harris ; ttlr tile btc Mr. An:hdall's \Vork is .... ·cry dcfetlivc in not 
Jl avi ng {uch a Synoptic:,1 Table; as there arc many more than flated 
by Harris, belonging to each order. 

Regular Canons of St. Auftin 
NUlls of St. Auflin 

Canons of St. Victor 
Knights Hofj)ital1crs 
})ra:monthatcnflall Canons 

Crom:hcd Friars 
Trinitarians 
Benedictines 
IkncdiCline Nuns 
Cifiertians 
Cifiertian Num 
Dominicans 
Francifcans, or Grey Friars 
ObferYantinc Francifcans 
Third Order of St. Flancis 
A ufiin Hermits 
Carmelites 

65 
7 

23 
H 

13 
I 

9 

5 
40 

• 
40 

70 

9 
37 

IT IS no eafy matter to be exaCl as to the number of Rdigious 

Foundations 
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Foundations of each, becau(e fome of them were fuppreffed, and 

others conlolidated, frequently according to the will of the Toparcb, 
in whofe country they were iituated. 

TH E names of the Orders delineated on the annexed Plate, the 
number of each Figure refers to its respe8.ive Order. 

An Augufrinian Nun . 
A Regular Canon of St. Auguftine 
A Nun of St. Bridget 
A Regular Canon/of St. Vidor .. 

A Regular Canon of the Pr.:emonftratenfians 
A Canon Regular of St. Gilbert 
A Benedictine Monk 
A Benedi8ine Nun 

A CiA:ertian Monk 
A nnminican Friar 

A Conventual Francifcan 
An Obfervantine Francifcan 
A F raneifcan of the Stria: Obfcrvance 

Figure I 

• 
3 
4 

• 5 
6 

7 
8 

9 
10 

II 

12 

A Trinitarian for the Redemption of Captives .. 
A Carmelite Friar 

13 
14 

I" 16 An Auguftinian Hermit 

A Knight Templar 
A Knight of St. John of Jerufalem 

17 
18 

MILITARY 
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MIL IT All Y ANTI QUI 1'1 ES. 

Explll1lfJ/i01l of PLATE IV. 

FIG I. Is ·. /tone hatchet, of which ~hcre are many fpecimens in 
the cabinets of the curiou!; they were ufed before metals 
were known. and from their pattern thofe of brafs were 
formed. A~ I had not the Nova Literatia before cited, 
w,",,, I compofed the Antiquitie. of Ireland, I /hall qU6tc a 
paffage ftom thetn for N'avember I JOO, to fuow how e:l~ 
attly we agreed with the ancient northern nations in our 
.tnHit-ary weapons: 

U hfllru",m/ a fuj/fo btl/ieo drif'tlfodi JIJpidts perfora/os 'C! ab 
una parte In cunei modum IJCcltmillatos, ant~ i'IIVm/nm Jabrica

I;onet" & mOdu1fllra8.aifJiforrum, citra "m1ltm tjl rontrO"UerJiof1f: 
foramen mim ma}fubrio i,ifigmdo h!ftrviit, 1It balthro pro 1IIort 

vc/crll1Jl III ccrlmnm t:tmtium iI!forermtur, ci dalo Jigno in capita 
odvfljlr:orum vibrarcntltr." 

rIG . 11. WE havc here the figure of our rOlhs, being either natural 
or ~Htjfi r:ia l conical hills, on which the natives had their ha
bit<ltiullS, and to which they reforted for fecurity. They 
arc fcldom ken without one or more entrenchment5. 

FIG _ III. is an lrifilman in the drefs of 118S. as defcribed by Gi
raldus Cambrcnfis. He is armed with two darts and a 
lance, has thc conical cap. over his fhoulders the cappuce, 
undn that the fall in or jackc:t, and then hracere or breeches 
and Hoekings of one pice(:. 

FIG. IV. This was the anci(:nt Bipennis, ofSc.ythic origin, and an 
Amazonian W COpOIl. 

Et trifles duclIntur rqui, tructZque bipennts. 

STAT. THEB. 1. 12. 

This is the bifacuta of vVallingham, page IDS, and ufed 
by the Scots. It appears among the French arms in Da
niel's Miliee Frall l{ . and the. Irifh hild it in the time of Sta
nihu,ft, A. D. 1584-

FlO. 



xxi" INTRODUCTI0N • .xc. 
FIG. V. Repre(cn!s a great gun or piece of ordnance dug up in the 

town of nunkalk, A. D. 1739. ncar the church, being 
buried fix feet under ground. It is fuppofed to have been 
left there by the fugitive Scot~ in the year 1318, :lftcr the 
tlt:lcat vf Bruce by Lord J uhn Bermingham. However it 
is generally agreed. tha t cannons W ett' not Ilfed before 1338. 
An account of the ~ari()lIs forts of this military machine 
may he fcen in Grofe's cxcdlcnt Hiftory of the · Engliih 

Army, VoL n. page 3Zl. 

Abounding in monuments of pagan fupcrfiition. and fpecimens 
of military wcapon~, the plates of thefe might calily li::V(· been in
creafed; but .Llt would be taking an improper advantage of the 
very lib;r,ll and hanourabk patronage which this wor;, has already 
received, when all thefe are fa accurately enumer,lted and delineated 
in the fira vulull1e of Grofc'~ Antiquities of England and Wales • 
. and in his Treatifc of Ancient Armour and Military Weapons. 

AN 
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INTRODUCTION 
TO l'Hk.: 

MILITARY ANTIQUITIES OF IRELAND. 

ONE of the firongcft proofs that can be alleged of the uncivilized 
flate of the ancient Irifh, is our little knowledge of their military 
affairs: few memorials of them {urvive, 'and thefe are widely dif
pcrfed. Our nntiquarics {cern to have relinquifhed this as a hope
Ids {ubjeCl, for the beft and latcO: of them give us but little on this 
curious topic; yet, that greater induftry and minuter application 
could ctfcCl more than ha~ hitherto been done, the following pages 
will probably nincc. I thall confider the art mlljtary. as praClifed 
by the various colonies who poiTeff.::d [reland; and hope the novelty 
of the fubjcd will excufc the multiplicity of citations, which arc 
indifpcnfably necdfary to give authenticity to the detail. . 

The Celtes, the primoeval inhabitants of this iOe, were a timid and 
un.warlike race. At firft, few in number, they wandered over the 
country without infringing the bounds, or exciting the jcaloufy of 
their neighbours. As they multiplied, contentions 810fe i terminat· 
ing in acts of violence and a petty warfate. O~ve WCApoDB of 
forne fort muft have been ufed, .but what thefe wefC, neither f'e-

VOL. I. " 
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Ofuncn ovet·ran the country? or in the twelfth, when fixteen hun
dred W cJchmcD marched triumphant through every part, and laid 
the foundation of the Englifh government? 

From the particula~ hiftory of the Munfrcr monarchy, minutely (i) 
detailed, and from th& political conftitution of Ireland at the arrival 
of the Eugliili. it is evident .the latter was military or feudal. A 

Hrchon (k) Jaw expreC~ly mentions the connedion between a prince 
and h~ chief warriQts; and the fame fubfifted between the toparch 
.and his tenants. The monarch had his armour·bcarer, falconer, 
marChal, and other great frate~officers, who held lands hy grand 
fctjeanty, and were, when rcquire~, obliged to attend with armed 
men.. This tenure was military, and the land called Fearan an 
cloidhcamh. or {word-land. Ca:far and Tacitus (I) record this {yftem 
among the Germans and Belgic Gauls: our Firbolgs, part of thefe: 
nations. had the fame pradice. and we find it inferted in their 
kg.! code. 

To fecure themfdves, and extend their poifeffions, our Firbolgs 
inftituted the policy of their native country, efrablifhing a feudal 
tenantry throughout their conquefrs: nccdfity obliged the Cdtes 
to purfue the same plan. When the heads of dans or tribes muf~ 
tiered. their (oldier!:, before they fet out on a campaign, they elcded 
a ~m) firthoga or leader, exactly fimilar to the Anglo-Saxon here
toga. A Brehon (n) Jaw provides. that if the chief of a country af~ 
fembh::s the tribe for his own defence, the troops thall be recom
penf('d by him, but the head of each tribe ihall provide for his own 
maintenance. The meaning of which feems to be, that if the chief 
{aWers a perronel injury, he 1haU pay his feudatories for avenging 
-it; but for the public {ervice they were to receive nothing. 

The Irifu army was compofed of cavalry, infantry, and war 
t5hstiotl: the two fjrft are noticed by GiIaldus Cambrenfis, at the 
""ming of the Eng!ilh, but ZIOt the lafr. It is faid Conal (0) Caer
ftIOcl>, defccnded from the Danaos or Danes, introduced <:aval" 

• 
(i) In ColJe4l. de reb. Rib. NO.3. Antiq. of lrc1md, p. aU. II tk) .coUeClanea 

(gp. p. 109. II (1) Ca(. lib. 4.-Tacit. Germ. C 29. U (Ill) ColIctb.nea, .No. 10, 

p. n .... II (n) Colltaanu., fupra • . \1 (0) Q'F1ahert. O,ygia, p.18o. 

about 
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about the Incarnation; before this they fought in cars or chariotJ 
drawn hy two or four harfes. The names of the hor{emen, in 
IriCh, clearly point to their northern origin. Hobiler, one of them, i~ 

from the Iklgic(p) hobbelen, tQ Hlip or dance, from the fhort quick 
Rep of their (mall light horfes. Hobbclc:n isJrom hobben, of tlW 
the Iril11 made (q) oh(l!lll and hohnnn, nimble, quick. Marcah and 
ridire are alfo derivcd iTom the Teutonic marc and riddirt lignify,; 
iog a horfe. Like the (r) Saxon cavalry, the: IriCh was probably 
made up of thanes or nobility. Spelman tells us hobilers made part 
of the Eoglifh arm_,!, rill the reign of Henry the Eighth. 

The infantry were divided into heavy and light-armed; the firft 
called ga!l(jgl(ll!" ~" th: other kerns: but as thefe names were unknown,. 
as far as 1 ca!'l (i;;co\"(~r, anteced~nt to the Normannic times, I fhall 
at prefen ~ p.i!~ the.m over, and fpeak of our war-chari~ts. 

As the Bdgre. who oppofed Crefar's invalion of Britain, had 
(s) chariots, our Firbolgs, a part of them, could not be without 
thenl; and of this their name (t) Carbad. derived from the Teuto
nic karre, is no weak proof. O'Flaherty is at a lofs to dc:fcribe, 
or by what name to call thefe chariots. With him thc:y are (u) cur
rus, t:arpmta, aDd 1foda. Of the two former no t:xad notion can 
be formed, for they are applied to vehicles of different kinds; but 
the laft: was peculiar to Belgic Gaul, as we Jearn from V.irgil and 
hi~ commentator Servius. 

Belgica tiel moll; me/jus fi~t dJcd4 collo. G .EORG. 3, 
And thefe are what the Britilb. BelgiC ufc:d, in the management Gf 
which Calfar allows they w","" .(x) extremely dextrous. The Hel
vetians, a Teutonic tribe, called this military chariot, a (y) car. 
Ware is certain we had a travelling vc:hicle~ whieh the Gauls 
named beona (z): they mull: ha.e been the Belgic Gauls who fpoke 

.(p} Skinner, lity.olng. in voce. II (q) O'Bri~n. in Y-Ote. I) (r) Grafe'. Hill, -of 
the Englilh Army, Vol. r. p. 3. II (I) ~uitci hotfium effedariiqlle acritcr ptzlio CIlJD 
equitatu noaro in itintrt confl.is.crunt. Czf. lib. S. 11 (r) O'Connor'sDHrert. p. A3-
(0) Ogyg. p. 280. II (x) ~gm inter fe ~quitum turmu in6nuav<:r~~ lie u cfJ'edis 
defdiunt, kl.'.. Czf. lib..... It (y) Et tarrorum quam muimum nUQ)efUQl cocmcre. 
{,4d". Jib. I. I! (r.) Difqumt. elp. 12. Antiquitiea of lrcl~, p. -453. 

the 
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the Teutonic, for in that tongue benne is a wicker baiket, and fuch 
probahly was, ill rude ages, the carriage· part of the benna. 

L et us ncxt cxamine the arms of our }"irbolgian aneeftors. Thefe 
at firft were imitations in metal of the Cel tic weapons. Bifhor Lit
tleton, and our heft ul)tiquaries, arc decidedly of opinion, that hatch
ets and fpcar~head~ of fi:one wc:re the arms of the aboriginal inhabi
tants of thefe iiles. and they have been difcovered in every corner of 
them; and D octor ~ort very julily (a) conceives the brazen celts or 
hatchets arc copies of the flone ones, for they moft exacUy agree. 
The Firbolgs, as was before hinted, were well acquainted with the 
manipulation of metals, and the ~rmourcr':; art: however a few 
we-apons were alonc ncecil:"r)' tor an uncivili:l.cd people. Giraldus 
Cambrenfi ", who with his co~ntrymen bore a part in the Irifh war~ 
towards the conclufion of the twelfth century, is our beft authority 
for the milita7 weapons of the ancient Iriib. Hc (b) fays th<:y had 
long lances, two darts, broad axes, nnd threw £lones with great 
quicknefs, forcc and effect. 

An (c) antient writer fuggefrs, that the lance properly belonged to 
the Belgic Gauls : the (d) Sue vi ufed it. It \ .. ·as of various lengths, 
for throwing or clofe engagement; but as the Irilb werc furniJhed 
with darts for throwing, their lance muil have been long. The 
jaculum or dart is tranflated javelin, and is defcribed to be a half 
pike, five feet and a half long: the lance was fixteen or more feet. 
In the (e) Speculum Regale. an Icelandic traCt: written about the 
middle of the 12th century, the young fi ,ldier is defi red to prepare 
a £taif, and to fet up a mark againft the butts , by which he may 
know how far, and with what degree of exaB:nefs, he conveniently 
could throw his {pear. Nor is it lefs plea{ant. adds the author, 
than ufeful in an army, to throw Rones with precifion to a. great 
diftance from a fling, whether beld in the hand, or fix e to a ftaff; 
alfo to throw the war-ftone with exadncfs. ]f fucb was the difci-

------------_._ ... _._--
(a) See the authorities cited ill Note (f) (oPnI. II (b) Lanccis longi. & jacuJi~ blnis, 

fecuribusquoqueamplis. Lallidc$ quoque pugill:uespromptius etexpeditiusldmaDum ha
bent. Gir. Cambro fup. p. 739. II (c} Diod. Sic. lib. S. II (d) Suevi lancci5c·onfigunt. 
Non Marcell. p. 799 ; edit. Gothofttdi. \I (c) Antiquarian Repertory, Vo!.lIf. p. 63. 

plinc 
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pline of the northcrns, with whom we bad the c1ofefi: intimacYt we 

mny cafily account lor our adroitnefs in the praCtice of miffile. 
weapons, 

The b:l ttl l!-a:tc was an in n,ument whieh Cambrenfis clCplicitly 
uecl a.res Wi.: adopted from the O~men and .N(} rwq~ians : f6 does 
Brompton. Th l! Irifh anti Bricons, _ who (ought with darts and 

lances, were unable to (f) n.:fift the long {words and ax.es of the An .. 
~lo-Sa:'(ons . T he hattie-axe wa~ one of the we~pons of the heroe$ 
in (g) Valhalla. Cambrcnfis a{[ures us, an (ri(h {oldier lopped off. 
with a lingle blow of an axe, the thigh of a man, though cafed in (h.) 
wel l-tempered armour. An old writer, cited by Du Cange, ·in,.. 
form :> u s they t hrew thefe "Jxes at the enemy : 

., H4Cbts ])mlo!fts, pour lam.:icr ('fa ir." 
The Irilh (i) did the {[,me: for Meylcr. one of the Weith adven

turers, had three axes ftuck in his Ilorfe and two in his iliield. Theft' 
were all the otfcnfive arms of the Iriih, as rdated by Cambr.enfis ; 
an ingenious and valuable author, and who, though an ccclcfiaftic •. 
was much engaged in the wars of Ireland about the year [.83. 
\Vc find him going to the relief of Fitz-Stephcns. beficgeu in Cork 
by (k) Macatthy and all the Munfier chieftai ns; and every hour he 
might bchold the native Irifh foldiery in the military accoutre
ments. They had neither bows or arrows, or (words ; but they 
carried, as a (\) walking-fiick, the axe or . hatchet. The forego
ing weapons were fufficient for troops who never engaged in c10fc 
combat: befides, they did great execution with em ) 11:ones, to pre. 
" cot which the Englifb placed archers in the rank with the heavy
armed infantry. 

- -------;---------
(f ) Securibus and ghilliis horribiliter corpora Britonum findcbant. Langhorne. ebron. 

p. , . II (g) Bartholin. de Contemp. Mort. p. 582, 5M3. II (h) Nee fcutum, nee 
galr;l, ntque Joric:l, nee demum alia armitura dunfe poOh. Bartholine (peaking of the 

D :mifr. hatchel. Supra. II (i ) Gir. Cambrenr. fup. p. 785. II (It) Venit eadem 
navigio & aliu$ Stephanioz n Cf)()I;, Philippi frater, lam avullculum quam fr,ure m plu
rimum conGlio juvalls, &e . Sup. p. 79-7. 1\ (Il Dc: antiq)la imo iniqua confuC"tutiine, 
femper in manu qU~fl pro bleulo fecurim b,jlliant. S.up. p. 745 . Again-Nunquam 
a fel:utibus fit ulla feeorit ~ s. Sop. p. 810. II (m) Qyorum i8ibuI, &flVeS &: llrmatos 
cominus appetcrc: (olent, & indc:mnes agiliutis beneficio, ercbri. acccdere yjcibu. &: .abfcc_ 
dere. Gil, Cambro p. 81 0 . 
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On the whole, Cambrc:nfis recommends light arms, {uch as the Jrifil 
u{ed, for a warfare (n) ('.arried on entirely in woods and moraffes. 

The forts common in this period will be feen to be perfealy 
continent with the rude fiate of the ;nilitaryart among the Firbolgs, 
though very iuperior to thofe ofthc." Cdtt"s. The Irifh, who retained the 
cuftoms of th~ Jatter, Cambrenfis tells us, had no caftles, their woods 
ferved them for (0) camps. and their marfhes for ditches. However 
they learned from the Firbolgs to take refuge on hills, as C~fat 
fays the Britons (p) did. Thefe were conical rifing grounds, which 
were encircled with a fingle, double or triple entrenchment, and 
which afforded ample protection; (uch ..... ere the (q) infinite number 
of high round fortsevcry where to be met with, and by Cambrenfis 
cxprefsly afcribcd to the Oftmen. In a dialect: of the Teutonic they 
are called (r) Raht, which the Irifu cha~ged to Rath, and interpretcd 
to mean {eeurity; whereas in the original an alarm nnd quick flight 
are underfiood. The fixe of there earthen forts varied with the 
number and power of the dan: forne are but eighteen or twenty 
yards in diameter, others cover as many acres. This fortified coni
cal hill was alfo called Dun. from its (f) fbapc, though it came 
afterwards to be underftood of a (hong infulated rock, capable of 
defence. So ftrang were Celtic cufroms among the Irifb, that 
(5) WaHh complains, though they were enfranchifed from the ty

ranny of the Oilmen, they yet neglected navigation and fleets, which 
alone could fecure them from frdh attacks; and were fo far blinded 
as to flight all the Danifh fortifications. Thefe fortifications were 
the round high conical hills, infulated rocks. and particularly round 

(n) Sic ubi confligitur in loco f)'lvellri r~u palullri lange levis armatura p:dbnfior Sup. 
810. Czfar fays of his troops: Minus aptos dI'e ad hujusgeneris hn\lcm. Lib. 5; l\'h~n 
p\lrfuing the war with the Britilh Beige. II (0) Hibernlcus enim populus caRdin non 
curat. Sylvis enim pro calhis. paludiblls Dritllr pro folI'atis. Sup. p. 748. H {p} Atque 
«IS in rrlvas collefqlle eompulerint. De Bell. Gal. lib. 5. Again-Hones in col1ibus 
eonftiterunt. Ibid. It (q) Fo(l'ata infinita. ",Ita nimi., rotund:\ quoque Ole pJcrlque tti_ 

plicia. Gir. Cambrenf. Supra. II (t) Antiquities of Ireland. p.18S. II (f) From 
Duybem. Frifio!. tumere, intumefcere. Kilian. Diet Teut. in voc. Other rorts are 
enumerated in"the Antiq. of Iretana, p. 188 and feq. II {'J Profped:. p. 57. 

keeps 
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keeps, or· forts of lime and fionc, whieh.Cambrenfis names (t) Nor· 
wegian eames, Doa-or (u) Macpherfon declares all the Norwegian 
towers in the Ebudes arc of a circular form, the old (quare caftles 
being of a mueh later date. ,Reginald's tower at Waterford is of 
this kind; and the round towets at Sdk in, in the County of Kil-, . 
kenny, and at Granfiown in the Qpeen's County, are Norwegian 
eafiles. When the Englifh invaded Oflory in I '70, tiley encamped 
in (x) one of thefe old forts, as a place 01 f~fcty, and fo did the 
royal army in iimilar ones, when marching to appeafc the various 
rebellions ,with which this kingdom Wa.s long ditlraeted. 

ONE curious and unno.ticcd cj f{~umstancc in the hitlory of there 
Oarnen i!:l, their introduCtion of (y) cement in buildings in the ninth 
century. Thurgc:s, Torgc:s or Thorgils, whofe hitl:ory has been 
difembarraflcd (rom the obfcurity in which national writers have 
involved it, after fubduing Ireland (z) caflcllatl.:d it throughout, plac~ 
ing garrifons in every part to fecure the obcdience of the natives. 
Not relying foldy on earthen works, he formed many of (a) lime 
and fione, and with fuch fortifications the Oflmcll particularly 
firengthened their maritime cities. Th~s in (b) vVater(ord, they had 
Turgis's, Magnus's and Reginaid's towers; names fully indicative 
of Norwegian or Danifh origin. The latter tower was round, !lnd 
creCl:ed A. D. J 003, by Reginald, {on of Ivorus, a prince of the 
Danes. He.: is, probably, Reginald Mac Ivar, whom the (c 1 Mun
frer annals fay, was flain A.D. 993, by Murchard, an Jrifh king. 
During this Jr'jrbo(f{iall period, which extends above fourteen cen
turies, 10 numerous were the CeItes in this i11e, and confequently fo 
firong the tincture of their cufioms and mauners, that notwith!tand
iog the many improvements pratlifed daily by foreigners among 

- -------------------
(t) N idos corum uhiquc clcfiruendos, de cafidli, N orw:.gicnlium hoc interplc~:mtes. 

lup. 749. « (u) Critical D itI'ert. p. 2-93. 

('X) In cafielbrioquodarn ;lIltiq,t.lO. Ger. CJrnbr, p. 763' 0 (y) Antjq.ofIrd;md~p.I44. 

(z) Antiquities of Jrchnd~ p. 2-!l and Ceq. Totam umlique terram, loci, iaoneis. 
illofic!!avit. Gir. CamiJfenf. fupra, 

(n) C.afiella etiam murala. contradininguifh~ ffom fotral:l. Gir. Cambrcnf. fup.
Again: Civit2lt1' foifati. &.: mUfis optime cinrerant. fup. p. 750. 

(bJ Smith', Waterford, p. 171. I (c;;) Johnfionc', Antiq. Ceho Norman, p. 68. 
VOL. 1. F therp, 
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them, they flowly adopted the ufeful and necdTary arts, which make 
life comfortable and adorn fociety. A very finguIar (d) fyftem of 
municipal laws excluded civilization, and perpetuated ignorance 
and barbarifm among the natives., From thde it was impoffiblc 
for them ever to emerge; fo tbat' the greatefr. bleffing Providence 
eould b~ftow on this inc, wa~ the granting it to a people, whofe 
policy and manners were quib: unlike thofe of the lrifb; and this 
people-wERE THE RNGLISH OR NOUMANS.--

IN that part of the frith hiftary, which precedes_ the arrival of the 
Englifh, and is well (e) authenticated, we find Roderic, king of 
Connaught and monarch of Ireland j in virtue of tbe latter he fum
moned O'Rurke, O'Brien, O'Carwl, and other princes, his va{fals, 
to join his fiandard. The confiitution of the kingdom, from this 
inftance. appears to have been feudal; this prevailed here in very 
early ages, as berore ,,,'a!; fialed: (0 that the Irifh army, in the 
Englifh as wdl the Firbolgian times, was made up of military te
nants j the various parts of it, however, affumed different appel .. 
lations and different arms. 

Til EIR hobillers or cavalry have before been {poken of; thefc were 
attended by horfe~boys, named (f) da/tinJ, who were the fofier
children of thc clan, and the fame as the French (g) garcloncs and 
goujats: the Englifh alfo had them. A practice this taken from 
the Romans, whofe calones (h) attended the foldiery, wcre divided 
into corps, had frandards and arms, and were frequently extremely 
ufeful. fpeofer thus fpeaks of our do/tillS. I< (i) The reafoD why 
fuch are permitted is the want of convenient inns for lodging of 
trDvcUers 00 horfe·back, and of homers to attend thcir horfcs by 
~bc way. But when things fhall be reduced to a better pars, th is 
~eedcth fpecially to be reformed, for out ' of the fry, of thefe r"ke~ 
hell horfe~boys, growing up in knavery and villany, are their kern 

continually fupplied and maintained," This rcafon is not more ap. 

(d ) Davis', Repom, c:l(e of T:miftry, II (e) Gir. Carnurellf. ezpug. lib. i, 
(f) O'Brien in D3ltin, U (g) Grofe's Hill. of the Englip, army, p. 262. 
{tal Ex ipGs ·p lonibus, quos galearios V04allf, idoncO$ lie pcritOi ufuJegcbant. His 

'in.iUadabunt, .&t, Veget. 1. ii. c.:&. U (i) Vie~, p. 53. 

plio.ble 
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plicable to Ireland, than any other part of Europe in thoCe uncivi. 
lized ages, for inns were not then common in any country. The 
Normans (eem to have taken the idea from the Romans, · who found 

them ufeful, as the lri01 did ~o~ the Englilh. In England one 
page, as he was called, was allowl:4... to (k) two foldiers. By contli· 
tutton, proclaimed in Ireland, A. D ; J S4~, it is ordained, u that 
(m) no hotfeman {hall keep more gorfln! or boys than har(es, on 

pain of twenty fhiUings." And in 1596. the lord deputy and council 
direa but one boy to two foidiers, and that they be no charge on 
the country. 

THE kerns or infantry do not (cern to nave received this appella
tion till fome time after the arrival of the Englifh. It is probably 

derived from the lrifh C(om or kranz, victorious, or the conquering 
band. Vaunting titles were common among the military corps of 
every nation. Spenfer (n) draws a very difagrccable piCture of thefe 
lerns, "that they be the mof'l: barbarous and loa thly condition of 

any people under heaven: they opprcfs all men, they fpoil as well 
the fu~je& as the enemy, they fieal, arc cruel and bloody, fwcarers, 
ravifhcrs, and murderers of children. A nd yet they are valiant and 
hanly, great endurers of cold, labour, and hunger, aaive, fwift, 
'vigilant, vt;ry prefent in perils, and great fcorners of death." 

IT was cufiomary fur the great Iriih lords to have large bodies of 

lcrus, with whom they plundered their neighbours and ravaged the 
country. This was a revere gri~vancc, and was prohibited by an 
(0) ordinance, A.D. 1331. In [542, they roamed about, com. 
mitting every kind of cxcefs: the government ~rdered, that every 
lern who had not a maficr to anfwer for him, 'lbould be appre .. 
hended as a vagabond. At length they Co tilr degenerated, through 
the turbulence and licentioufnefs of the times, from the military 

character, that a tern is defined by Skinner in 1671,prlZdo Biber ... 
1fieus, an Irith robber. As the /Jobi/ler: had their daltim, fo the lenu 
had their (p) jlocach, or boy •. 

(k) Grofe, fupra. r (m) Cox, Vol. I. p. ~iI-"09 . Bl't fee Macpherbl'. 
Crit. Diff. P.131. U (n) Vitw, p. So. n (0) ~od nuliUl manuteneat, nee aucat 
Kernes. Cox, fup. p. Jl4. H (p) Spentcr. Cupra. 

F ~ Tnz 
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THE other foot~foldiers of the lrifh were galloglaJ!n. Thefe feern 
to have taken their name from two Jrifh worus, gal-glac, thc cou
rageous hanci. Spt!nfer thinks it comes from ga/~ogla. the Englifh 
{~rvitor; hut he did not confider !nat the Irifh never .would have 
given themfelvcs, nar would ~r countrymen permit · them to 
adopt, a hated and degrading appellation. It was the opinion of 
my latc learned friend, Abraham Lionel Jenkins, M.D. ·'!'tbo atlifi:cd 
~lr. Harris in his billary of the county of Down , that the gal/o
Klrifles were originally Scots, hired by the Irifh chiefs ;n their do~ 
mefiic wars, to whom they affigned portions of I:md: that they 
loft the name of Scots, but retained that of their corps: that they 
were (q) fel ected for their fize, frrcngth and courage, and had al~ 

w<JYs a larger portion cf vicluab than others: that Martin, in his 
account of the \Vcilcrn Wands, informs us every chief had an ar
mour-bearer, buld and watchful, who attended him night and d~ly. 

and was called gallo-gloch: that all the Mac Donnels arc the de
fccndants of thefe ga//o-gl'!/les; and finally that Moryfon always dif~ 
tinguifhcs them from their countrymen. who in\'aded and conqucrc.d 
the Route .tnd Glim in UlIler: the latter he calls Scots, the former 
gallo-glajJCs, Thus far Dr. Jc:nkins. Shakcfpcarc in Macbeth brings 
our foldicrs fr'om the Hcbridcs. 

T he nI~rcilifs Macdoncl from the Wdl<'F 1l jjles 
OJ kerns and gatl'glqffis is ji<pp1ied. 

Mr. Pennant (r) mentions the Scotch carnallch and gilli-gftYFs; and 
Hamilton's (s) letters concerning the cQafi of Antrim tbrow fame 
light on this fubjcCt. 

STANIHCR ST'S (t) account of,the morals and conduct ofthcgaJ
/ogJa.Drs is fimilar to that of Spc:.nfer's of the kl!rlls. The bonnoughts 
,were foldiers hired by one chicft-rom another to increafc his force, 
&nd they were .fupported by a tefs Called after their name. 

To !fleet the Engliili with any ·degree of cquality in thc fic:ld, the 
Irifh were obliged to make a1terations in their ancient arms, and 

.(<1) Stanihurll, p. 4" n (t) Tour in Soolhlnd, Vol. IT. p. 227. EdiT. D ulolin. 
(. ) Page " 0. U (t) Supra. p. 41-.... 1. 

they 
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they foon became atmoft the fame. The hob,ilitrs had lances, bows, 
arrows, and a {word. Few at firO; wore mail, but in Spcnfer's 
age the Irith hor(cman "had his long hofe, his riding thaes of coftly 
cordovan, his hacqueton or douhlc.:t (luffed with wool or cotton. 
and his baubcrgeon, or iliort ~t of mail. Spenfer remarks th'e 
ridiculou~ military foppery of th~iQ1' who' wore the bacqueton 
under it fhirt of mail: H it was framed," fays he, <I to be worn in war 
" only, but to ute it dally at home, in towns and clvil places, is a 
" rude habit, and muG: uncomely. fccming lik"c a player's painted 
H CO:lt." 

IN the age <)f (u) Cambrcnfis, the Irifh had bridles, but no flir
fUPS, boots or fpurs. \Vhcn Staniburtl: writ in 1584; they had no 

(x) frirrups, nor (y) had Mac Murrogh in 1.199. though a l,ower· 
fu! chid. As fpLlr~ were not'ufed until frirrups were invented. and 
it .... ' :\5 late before the latter were known, we arc enabled to detea 
the \\'l:alwc:fs of thofe antiq,uarits. who exhibit antique fpurs as 

belonging to vcry n:motc ages. The lame tads itlld d,ltcs difcovcr 
the time whell onc of our Brehon Jaws was made. This appre~ 
eiates the value of ,I (z) long.cairc or tlirrup at tcn cows. No fuch 
compound appears in the Iriih dictionaries of Lhuyd or O'Brieo. 
and as the thing tlid. not cxiO: among the (riO) until thc fixtecnth 
century, we may lately place that as the" datc of this law. 

hllTATING the cUUom of the Englilh. our hobd/crs fddom rid on 
(a) geldings: to be f<.:en on a marc was. highly difgracdul. Tn 

J596. the Jrifh was accoutered cxaClly like the (b) Engl~fh cavalry: 
the {irong brafs bitt, the fEding reins. the fllank pillion, the man~ 
ncr of mounting. the fa!hion of riding, the c;barging of the fpear 
over the head. the form of the ipear 3t-llt of the whole horfe~furni~ 

-- _._--- - - -------------
(ll ) St-llis cquibndo non utuntur. non ocreis. non calcarihus. (opra. Hi, WONl,

t~m cham; quam frcni-m::ay ~e ' expl::ained by Cbamfrein, Grore', Anciem Armour, 
plgt' 29 . 

(x) ferreis fCllis in equoo; minime afcenJunt. p. 41. D (y) Warzi Difquif. p. 63. 
(z) Walker on Iri1h Drefs, p. 3'7' 
(a) C::lIllerii~ ram ~dvthuntur . NihJ tarpiul qu~m in equa-Cedcrc. Sl~oihurn. p ... !.' 

Grorc's Ellglilh Army, Vol. I. p. loS. M (b) SpenCer. p. "9. 

ture, 
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tUfe, were common among the Irifu, and introduced by the Britifh 
colonias. 

SPENSER defcribes the galloglaft as dreiTcd in a long {birt of mail 
down to the calf of his leg, with a broad axe in hill hand: Stani
hurfi: adds, that the axe was d~:.~-cdgcd, and as tharp 85 a razor j 
and Ware informs u;, he ha<l 7t:;:~inet, or iron helmet. and a long 
{word. [do not recollea to hal'e fecn any military weapon which 
exaaly Bufwers the defcription of thefe Irifh axes; and yet they 
were the ufu.1 .rm~ofthe (c) Oftmen. Camden (d) f.ys. O'Neil's 
gallo-glaJfos. in 1562. bore battlc-axes, their heads were bare. with 
locks curled and hanging down, their ihirts ftained with faffron or 
human urine. the fleevcs of them large, their vdb rather ibort, and 
their cloaks 1hagged. 

TOE terns were the light armed ·infantry. and had {words and 
javelins to which a (e) thong was fa!lt:ned: the latter they (f) twirl
ed violently and fent with amazing force and execution. In the 
Roman time~ they exceeded the difrancc: of an arrow by a fourth. 

Quale quater jaculoJPatium. ter arundine vincas. STAT. 

THE late ingenious Mr. Grofe, I think, does not mention this 
practice in his curious work on ancient armour and weapons. It was 
{aid to be invented by the (g) ..£tolian •• and adopted by the Ro. 
mans. The thong or cord was tied round the dart, and that faf· 
tened to the fore fingers. 

Ammtul/J digitis t£nile prioribus. 
Et totis jaculum dirigt 'Viribus", SEN EC. H YPOL. 

When tne air wa, moiO:: or they received we~t the cords loft their 
(b) elafticity. I fhould imagine this weapon was derived to us 
through the medium of our Firbolgian anceftors from the Romans, 
the former having probably felt its force and effeCt. 

(c) Bipennibu5 fecutibufque frequeokr armati ennt majores nofiri, qQIe Danis flmi
Jiaria ennt arma. Bartholin, p. 5b. I (d) Hill:. £liz. p. 69' 

(e) Sianihufll, p. 42. The Da1tin. ufed che f:lme. Warlti llifq. p. 63. 
(f) Ifl:i Karni h,Au amentatas tori. viribufque Ideo .iri)iter torquenf, ute3S inflar cir. 

culi in arbicul.hlm gyrum compeJli cxifiimaJ'U. Staniburft, p. ,p.. 
(e) Plm. I. vii. c. 56. Hefych. in M'r"'f'IWAo,. Xenophan. Anab. I. 5. 
(h) ~od humor amenta jaculorum molli,erat. Liv. I. 37. 

OOR 
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OUR 1''''' is cvidc~tly a contratlion of the Anglo-Saxon (i) f.gene, 
a /hart fword. The jlme wal fometimes a foot and a half long; 
fometimes {borter, and was a F;rbolgian inarument. When the Jriih 
did homage to Richard II . they laid afidc, as Davis tells us, their 
caps, Jlunes. and girdles. Thi~lfo wa' a (k) German pradi(;.e, 
wh_cn a vaifal approached his lord. "'I~ the poem of U.obin Hooo" ia 
Percy's Rcliques, the Irifh ftmc and lrifu decapitation are men
tioned. 

R obhs puff d forth an lr!/Il l1tifl, 

And flicfd Sir Guy ;,S the f ace ; 
That he was 1u'cr on 'llionlall born 
Cou'd kttGW whofi head il was .-

He fool Sir Guy's head by tbe hair, 

Andjluck it UpoM his bow's mo. 
ThOll lws bem a trailor all thy lift. 
Which things mujl have an md. 

Whether Robin Hood came to Ireland and became (0 expert at 
bcheadtng and the ufc of the Jkene, is 4oubtful ; but it is certain 
the lrilh were as remarkable as their (I) Firbolgiall anc:eftors for 

decapitation. When our (m) Hobillrrs rid over and prollrated the 
enemy. our Kerns immtdiatcly deprived tbem of their heads. 

TilE IriCh had (n) iron-gauntlets which were fubilitutes for the 
fhidd. Of their bows and arrows, SpenCer fays,- H the lrifb (hort. 
bows and little quircrs with {bart-bearded arrows arc very Scy
thian. as you may read in Olaus MagnuS". Thefe bows are not 
above three quarters of a yard long, with a firing of wreathed 
hemp tlackly bent, and their arrows not above half an ell long~ 

tipped with fiecl heaw, made like comm~n broad arrow ... heads. 
but much marc fuarp and flender, that they enter into a man .or 

0) ~i.:;nfler in Skene. 
(k) Antc:<j !13n1 vaf.,lIm acced:at ad Dominum gladium. cultellum & ca~ul:tria·dcpo

nat, quia (I in .hi. fe ncgiell.cri.t, ·reus ell- ptll;!, J 1,)(. feud. Sax. c. 31. (. 5' 
(I) T«r Klf«>.«r tl.t"'f-II>"'f . DIOd. Sic. p. 306. Alex. ab Alex. p. 304. Sec Haldan

bc:hr;;Iuing t1l<: Norwc:g:.1n princes ill Johnllone's Raco. pref. p. 14. 
(m) <l!!01 equdlril turma in terram dejidnnt. c3pitibu, lhtim fecuribul defiitGunt. 

Gir. Cambfuf. p. 763' H (n)·Stanihurft. fupra. 

hotfc 
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borfe mori cruelly, notwithfranding that they are fhot forth weakly. 
Their going to battle without armour on their bodies or heads. but 
trufiing to the thickncfs of their glibbu, the which, they fay, will 
fometimcs bear off a good {hoke. is merc Scythian, 3 S you may 
fc,c in the images of t.he old Sc;;h·JI or Scots, as fet forth by Hero

dian nnd others. Bcfides thf.7c~nfufcd kiud of march in heaps, 
without any order or array; their dafhing of {words together, 
their fierce runnin~ uyon their enemies and manner of flight, rc
femblcth all togc;ther that which is read ill hiHories tq",have been 
ufcd by the Scythians. By which it might almofi inf;t11ibly be ga
thered that thc lriilt arc very Scots or Scythian.!! originally, though 
fithence interminglcd with many other nations repairing and joining 
unto' them." 

I fhall beg leave to obfen·c on this citation, that the idea I ha\·c 
ever purfut.::d in tracing the i\ntiqultlCS of Ireland. is confonaut to 
that of our learned and illufrrious author, wlw iaw clearly, that 
the firn: of our colonir:s WOl.S Celtic, the. JH.:xt Scytbic~ the Helga! or 
Firbolgs being part of the Scythic fwurm, and the- lafr Englith. 

The fanction of his opinion cncour.:lgcd me in many laborious in

vefiigations, and perhaps in fome .infiances, to fuecefsful c1ucida .... 
tiom; of our ,ancient hinory and literature. After paying this tribute 
to a revered infiruC\:or, ] rctu~n to our fubjcCt:. 

WILLIAM the· Conqueror £rfi: encou!aged archery, it foon be
came· the, firength of the Britiili army. T~c ancient bow was fix 
feet long, and the arrow two feet three inches; fo that thc {mall 
Iriill bow and arrow, which fcern to me latdy introduced by the 
Scots, were very inferior to the others . . 'Spcnfcr likewife acquaints 
us with the wretched fiatc of the native as well as of the degeneratc 
Engtiili foldiery, and of their manner of training them to arms. 
The bards, fays he, eafily trace an Iritbma.n from the head of fome 
great {ept; he is then a gentleman and {corns to work, thinking 
that only fit f9r a peafant or churl. He then becomes either a horfe 
boy or jlocach. inuring himfdf to his weapon and the gentle~anly 
trade of ftealing. He then joins himfc1f to threc or [our {hagglers 
or u,rn., like himfdfj when he commits lome outrageous ad- he is 
then looked on as a man of courage. and Coon after runs into open 

rebellion; 



MILITARY ANTIQUITI!S OP Il<ttAlnl. ",.UI 

rebellion; and this i9 the courfe not only of gentlemen's but of no
blemen's (ons. To thefe practices the fiatllte of the yc"ar 1331 r<:fen, 

when it prohibits the maintaining 'urns or Idlemen, unlds in the 
marches. ldlemen here, are the Teutonic Edclmcn. or noblemen. 
Thefe gentlemen-plunderers for).qe moil: par~ took refuge from . 
pUbJicjuliice in bogs, as their heft fcc~~tYI and hence they are fl:yled 
by Henry of Marlcbrough. about J 4ZO, Turbiculi; by others (o) 
Turbarii, and by the Englifh Bog-trotters. 

Toy. fica cftablifhed torce in Ireland wa!\ in the 14 Edward IV. 

when 120 archers on horfehack, 40 hor(cmcn and 40 pages. were 
(p) nlJo,""cd by parliament. In fix years after they wert" reduced 

to 80 archers, and 20 frearmeD on horfchack. In 1535. the rriill 
army-confified of .100 men; and in '543. it was increafed to 380 
horfe and J60 foot. In Queen Mary's reign it was J 200 men. and 
in Queen Elizabeth's between one and two thou1and. In , 585, the 

Kullo!(!t1/i's had (q) bonnaught for their fripend i and in 1613. when 
foldiers were (r) ceffed, they had three iliilliugs for a hor{ernan, two 
fhilfings itJr a f'Ootman. and petty (urns for Jalthu andJloctUhs. 

Til F. C-~) pay of the "[riili army under the Duke of Clarence in 

136J was thus: the Earl of Ormond tor him{elf four thillings a daYi 
two knights two filillings; fcvcutccn efquires twelve pence; twenty 
hobilll'rI armed fix pellce, and twenty not armed four pence; to 
guard the marches of Lc:infter. O'Kennedy, an friCh captain, for 
himfclf twelve pence. cleven bobi/ltrs four pence, eighty-eight archers 
on foot three half pence. Donald Gal . another Irifh captain. four 
pence, two hundred and eighty archers on foot two pence. Hugh 
Swiffct, an Jrifh captain, fix pence. four bobillcrs not armed four 
pence. thirty.fivc archru three half pence, to guard the marches of 
llaltinglas. 

THE charge of the (s) military ljft in IS40,"though the army con
fifled of no more than 3i9 horfe and 150 foot, amounted to almoG 
8000 I. bdities artitlcry. In the lord deputy's retinue were one 

(0 ) Du Cangc. ill l .... r!ll. H (p) Groft's Army, P'56. N (q) D elitl. Curiof. 
Hib. Vul. 1. V· 69' M (r) Delia. Cur. Hib. p.363· M (t} Urote', Sup, p. 332. 

(s) Cox, Vol. l. \1. :163. 

VOL. I. G captain 



:IU(IVI tN'tROl>UCTION TO THE 

got to no~cc a "cry remarkable particular recorded hy Strada . He 

tells (d) us, rhnt Sir \Villiam Pdham, who had been lord jufiice of 

Ireland, led into the Low Countries, in 1$86, fourteen hundred wild 

Jrifh, clad only below the navel, and mounted on ftilts. which they 

ufcd in paflinp; rivcrs : they we,,! arnu.:d "with bows and arrows. 

Having nerer mct this ufe ~ fiilts among any ()tlier people, I am 

enabled to fay nothing more of it. 
TilE Irilh neitl~er imitatu l the Oilmen in making or occupying 

forts, nor the EngliOl in building cailles. "Though the Irifiu),," 

fays Sir John Davis. "be a nation of great anticplity, and wamcd 

ncither wit nor \"'a!our. llnd though thc), have received the Chriftian 

faith above I ~oo years lince, amI were lovers of poetry, mufic, and all 

kinds of learnin~, and were poffdTed of a land, in all things neccf

fary for the civil life of man; yet, which is firangc to be related, they 

did neyer budd all}' houfe~ of biick vr none, fome few poor religious 

hou(es excepted, before the reign of King Henry II. though they were 

lords of tile iOe many hundred years before and finee the can que{/: 

attempted by the Englifh. Albeit. when they faw us build caftles 

upon their bordas, they have only in imitation of us, ereCted fome 

few piles for the captains of the country. Yet I dare boldly f.iY, 
that ncver any particular perf on, either before or fincc, did build 

any frOIlt: or brick hOllfc for his private habitation, but {ueh us hu,'c 

lately obtained efiatcs according to the courfe of the Jaw of England. 

Neither did any of them in all this time plant any garden or orchard, 

feu'Ie ",",i11ages or towns, or make any provilion for pafierity."-·l his 

paradox he falves in his report of the cafe, of Tanifiry. The infor

mation here given is exceedingly accurate, and amply confirmed by 
Sir William Petty, in his Political Anatomy, by O'Cono! in his (c) 

Differtations, and by what follows. 

(d) Hiberni 1.(.00, e fylvdlri omntt gencre atque {erino, medio tantum corpore fub. 
rer bOlbillicum velati. rztcra nu'di, gn.llis feu penici" quarum urus in trajitiendil am
nihu, ahi impotiti longe alii, fupc:rliabant, arcubus & fagitti! mina<:e1;. St .... tie Bell. 
BcI,ic.J. viii. p. 404. Borlafc'i ReduCUou1 p.134. 

(c) O'Conor's Dl1T. p. 104-
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IT was the advice of Giraldu~ Cambrenfis to H('nry IIi from tho: 

example ofTurges and his Oilmen, to (f) fow the ifl:md with caftks 

at proper places. to proceed t}("Iwly. anc.! not to ereCt: them at fuch 
remote Jiftanccs as not to be able to aflifi each other. The rebc:llion 

of H enry' s (ons, anc.! the fea r of the Jl:tpal inknlid, hurried this 

prince from Ireland in J '7::', belore i~ could c~)1dhuft fue h caflln; 
and fortreOcs as was nccdElry for its confen"atioll. Howc\"cr hi:; 

grea t feudatories dit! not neglect fa important a hu . i lH.: j~. Courcy 

huilt many in Ulficr before I I ;8, as diJ COg:lll' and Fitz Ste.:phens 

in Cork, the.: Fitz Geralds in Leinarr: and ahout the Jelr 118~ 

Lacy had compktdy (g) eaildlated l'.kath and Lcinltcr. In 11 8S 
King J ohn erected th e c3ftlcs of Tipperary, Lifmorc and A rd fin~ 

nan, and every adventurer and grantee {ecured his pofiefiions by a 

flron g t"ortrefs and garrifon. In 134.2, the ( h) lr ifh ilarliament com

plained to Edward Ill. that the ill gu~rdillg of forts and cafiles, <lod 

governors n:cei\·jng pay for more fuldiers than they kept, were the 

principal caufcs ot" the rebellions. wars and luficJ in Ireland. In 1380 
til!.! fam"c (i) m::tl-praCtices continued, and ther!.! was it prayer of the 

commom,- Quils joimt cGlylreilltz de rcpale-r lours ch4lc/:.;; (3.(orle

Idles {'}l diBe terre; m d,faute deS gumr, quils JoIlI fi minoujcs, IlZ t(rre 
dJ gra1tJelJlml j~bI(z, (lies marches dcgt!/Ic::. 

I T is then apparent, that all the eames, confiruCted by the Britiili 

fctth.:rs in this inc for many centuries, were by Englifh architclls and 

ma{ons. fo that their plan and interior arrangement difFer in nothing 

from coeval ones in England, fll well dcfcribcd already by Mr. Grofc, 

and by Mr" King in the Arehaelogia. The ihong attachment of 

the IriCh to Taoillry, Gavelk.ind, and their Hrehon laws, creating a 

perpetual fluctuation of property and refidence, prevented the erec
tion of houfcs and eames, which the founders knew would nrver de

feend to their heirs. But when they furrendercd their lands to the 

crown. and received a fe-conveyance of them to hold by Englith 

(f) Satius enim ell, '" 10ncc faliul paulatim primo locis idoneis c.anr~ conCeren:. lX,. 
rag· 81 0 . 

eg) Tam !.Igr.II;am qU3m Midiam caRcllis CgfCgt. communiyit. On". Cambro p. 797. 

(h) PrYDDc on the .. th InRitutc, p. 278. I (i) PryNIC (upra, P. 307. 

tenures 
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tenures, ane of which was the inheritance in the direct line, then 
they began to pruvid(~ for poilerity and the honour of their families, 

by iJlli/<iing callies and improving their poffcffions. In r 584, Stani
hurfi names but O'Neil, O'Carrol, O'Bourke, O'Morc, and O'Conor, 

the mo1t powerful Jrjfh chids, who had eames, to which tlley com
monly unncxed a (k) large jJ'fud-eabin, wherein they continued all 
day , fleeping in the cafile at night. This circomfiance evinces how 

little tnt: Irdh rclifhcd confinement, and the difm"l folitudc of a 

garrifon. 
Til F. great lords and others, who received largr, ('fiatcs from the 

crown, or acquired them by purchatc, divided them, erecting con
fidcrahle portions of them into manors, baronies or lordiliips.

Every manor had a cafile, in which the court-baron was held for 

redrcffing injuries and prcfcrving pl'ace among the tenantry; this 
it was cnabkJ to do by nle<Ul:, of its garrifon. The lrifh chiefl 

who was lord paramount, enfcoffed his own family and kinfinen in 

leiTer Jordfhips, giving thcm the privileges of his own fcignory, and 
of, eourfe they a1fo ereCled cafi:les. Thus Fitz Patrick, Lord of 

Offory. parcelled out into fub-infendations in the Queen's county, 
his property among thofe of his [cpt, who built the cafiles of llal

lagh, Culbhill, \Vatcrcafile, Cafiletown, Gurtnedea, Ballygihen. 
Rofs, and many more. When we likewife confider, that the in

habitants of one cafilc were generally the enemies and rivals of 
another, the principle of fc1t:prefervation forcibly urged to the 
eredion of fuch firuClures. as the only effectual eurb to the r:tpine 
and violence of a licentious foldiery who filled them. This ,'Irill be i1-
luilratcd by obfer~ing, that by a minute <I) (urvey of the half barony 

of Rathdown in the county of Dublin, .taken A. D. 1655, it appears 
there were in it 23 eafiles in good prefervation, betides the remains 
of-others, and iortified houfcs. Say but 23 eafiles, there was then 
one on every three or four hundred acres. This [urvey was made 

by order of Cromwell, and the whole kingdom examined with 

(I<.) Ex argilla_& IlIlofiC\le faa~ue. viein;) adhefionc copulallfur, pag. 33. 
(I) Dcfid. Cur. Hib. Vol. 11. (ub. fmem. 

equal 
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equal accuracy, and found caftdlatcd in this manner. T.(le (m) in

firucl ions given by the privy council in England to ~ir John Perrot, 

in 1580; the conditional grants, of bu ilding c:lilles, made to t he 

fe ttl crs in {ix dcheatcd counties of UWer, in t6cG; and numbcrlcfs 

otht'r documents of a like kind, dc.ifivdy prove the truth of what 

is here delivered. Caftles thus mllk.,iplieu to .~U\ incred ible dCJ:!;rte: 

the inquifitions taken of fome Irifh nohlemen's dratcs (how. that 

many of them had abon: fixty canl('s. So that we h:ltl infinitely 

more of fucb edifices tban cxifteu in Enb]al\(( ":\'(.: 11 in the turbu

lent reign or King Stephcn, whofc iilCCC!l<'JI' ( n) t!cmoJifh<.:d 11 15 

of them. 

JiY (0) illfirudions for the lord prcfidc.nt and council of Munficr, 

A , V . 16 1,';', '\YC find places of defence arc thrre tliHinguilhcd iuto 

l~)rts , caftles, piles or houf(,-s. ily the firft: an: meant old DalliIh 
forts, {urrol1ndcu with earthen works; to wh ich was adtled a keep 

of lime and Done, and iomctimcs a circular wall, :lilt! {lleh were 

the forts of rvlaryborollgh and Lcix. By (p) piles, I underftand a 

colJcI..'1:ioll of buildin!!> cllt'Ompallcd with a rampa rt, impaktl; this 

was after fiyled a hawn; and hy hou(es arc intcllckd thole fo r de

fence, with battlements und flankers, :lIlU of thefe the caftlc of Ma

rett Ilear Maryborough affords a good 1jlecimcn (q ). Various ads 

or Parliament had ordned every man from fix teen to fixty years 

of i1~e , dwdlinl; in towns, to be provided with proper arms, and 

freqtH':lldy muftcred and exercifcd; and Oll r hofi ing-: collected often 

thor...: who relided in the country. Our cities and towns produced 

the mot1 numerous, and beft: bodies of lIJldicrs, as 'will appear 

from the fiatc of the mi li tia of Munfie r, A.D. ' 584, 
Shf. Billmrn. Sb~r. SilfnlCR. 

City of W~tcrford 3°0 .1CO Cicy of Ca(hd 20 ' 40 
Cork '00 3°0 Kjnbf~lc '0 ' 00 
Lirncl idc '00 0::0 Carri(':k '0 40 
Clonmell 40 ~oc ---
Kilma! lock '0 >00 I 740 , 840 
Fcthard '0 10:" 

.... _-- ---- ------ - -------_ .. __ ._---------- -- - ---
(m) DcfiJ. C ur. nih. Vul. 1. p. 34. n (lI) AnliquJ.l·i~n Difcourfes, Vol. J. P. 19z. 
(0) UcIiJ. CI~r. Hitl. Vul. If. p. 14. H (p) Skinner in \'oce. II «(!) Antiquities ()f 

Ireland, p. QO ci Ceq. 
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Shill. Billlfll/l. 

The barony of Mulkcrry 20 300 

C.u berry JO 10'0 

County of Til'pctJr}' 50 400 
lbrony of Decil's :10 200 

B.nony of Condons 

Lore! Harry's country 

M'Clfthymorc 

''"'. 8 

30 

8 
1 00 

400 ' 

Imokiil" 1 2 8, 178 2640 

I BEfORE m(:ntioncd the f~. being:l military engine ufed by the 

Iriih ; it was praCti(cd fo late as J 689, at the ficgc of Sligo. and 
is thus defcribed by H arris in his life of William Ill . ,,1t was 

made hollow to contain men, and was compored of vcry firong 

whole timbers bound wi th iron hoops, and covered with two rows 

of hides, and as many of 111ccp-fk.ins. which rendered it proof 

againll muikct-ball or fi-eel-arrows. The back part was left open 

tor th ,' men to go in and out at pleafure. and in the front wen; 

doors to be opened when the U)W was forced under the wall, \"hich 

was don!.' w~th little labour. t ill' engine being fixed on all iron axlc 
tree ... 

Tn E f!;lo ri om Unolut ion, which fixed the lihcrty of the fubjctl 

and the profpcrity of Britain on the firmefi bafi~, extended its happy 

intiucnct' to this kingdom. D om cllic anarchy and the horrors of 

war ceared, peaceful indufiry fuccccdcd military tyranny, and the 

laws, not raflin. bcclmc the refuge and prutec1: ion of the op-

prefi<:J. 
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ST. PATRICK's CA'rHEDRA 

DUBLIN, by reafon of its {pacious md fecure harbour, 
early frequena:d by the northern!, bo came hither from Scau .. : 
nma an tht1lkwe8 of the Baltic, in purfui 
In the It nth 'arid {ubfequent centUIita, 

. cimty into -a princlplQIJ't, :.a.:~.\ 

, Kings of 'n:' they coined moneY,,J , ... lti:e' 
remains; and this city fooD became the 
eaRem fide . 

ON the ooi1~rioD 
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concern to (ccure the intercourfc between both kingdoms, by ha,·jng 
Dublin in [he halld:. c.fthe Englith. To accomplifh this the city was 
ftroo"gly furtified and garrifoned, and the ccclcfiafiical government 
committed to the careaf JohnComyn, who, in J 181, was advanced 
to the archicpifcopate. and invdlcd with very ampl<.· judicial powers. 
Our prelate laid the foundation of the prefent church, which. for 
magnitude. defign and execution, is fuperiar to any fabrick in 
this iilc, as will in. another part of this work be fully Olcwn. He 
made it collegiate, and placed in it thirteen prebendaries, w hieh 
his {ucedror. FeTings. increafed to twenty-two. King John COll

~rmed the poffeffion or thirty-feven manors, which this fce formerly 
enjoyed, and this grant was alfo confirmed by Pope Innocent Ill. 
The (arne prince, in 1.216, befrowed on him and hi$ fuccd!ors a 
dignity and lands, called the Deanery of the church of St. Mary of 
Peorich, ;n Statfordfuire, Hence the titles of the archbifhops of 
Dublin, as recorded in their Black Book, were: 

H N. myerationr di-u ':,la ,"cdtjiamm cathedra/ituN, fonEl!Jlintet! Trinifafis 
rcgu/,Iris abbas & fonfli Patri.ji epjJi:opm, & fidis opojlolit:a grath; ar
cbit/iJeopus ac Hybernr.nJis ecclg;te primm, liberdque capella "gile Janf1re 
Maria: de Pmrit:h in .A1lglia t/rcanus nallls, princeps palolinus tie Rarold's 
Cro/i, cfl'piji-opatuumque fidibus fi!lfragancorulI1 vaconlibul cuJl()S Jpiri/u_ 
alitatis,jur!/diBionis a/que omnium tkiimarum in eadem prUtlincia cujlos." 

To thofe not convcr(ant in thofe m:lttcrs, a few illufirations may 
nC(t be unacceptable. 

r. HE is {tyled" Regular Abbat of the HolY'rinity." Sihlric, 
who founded this abbey, placed in it fecular canons, who were 
f'.ommonly called clerici, or derks; but Archbifhop O'Toole 
changed them for others much more honourable : thefe werc regular 
canons of the Aroafian order, a branch of the Augufiinians. So highly 
eQecmed was monachifm in thefe ages, and in particular this branch 
of it, that we find here the dignity of abbat preceding that of bifhop. 

2. HE is n.ext called U Bi{hop of the Church of St. Patrick." 
This church was never monaftic, and therefore never had an abbat, 
but. bithop. 

3. HE is {aid to be H ArchbiChop and Primate of the Church of 
Ireland." The primacy of Ireland was long conceited between 

Duhlin 
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Dublin and Armar,h. as may be {eeo in Ware's Bilhops. It con
tinued for many centuries, both before and after the Reformation, 
and was finally determined in June ;634. by Lord Stratford and the 
Privy Council of Ireland. 

4. DUlt archbifhops were H natural deans bf the free and royal 
chapel of St. Mary of Pcnrich." This church had eight prebends. 
two rd idcntiary callons, and a facrifi, who was canon and dean's 
,·jear, and he had the benefit of mortuaries aTld other cafualties; 
and this grant was confirmed by Pope Alexander IV. A. D. 1258 
and 1 ~6o. 

S. HE was " Prince Palatine of Harold's Cro(s," Palatines were 
men who originally wefe ennobled from their offices in the prince'l' 
court, and on whom they befrowed large difiriCls with regal powers; 
fuch as, in their own names holding courts, appointing judges 
and fencfchals, pardoning offenders and executing crimiuab: fuch 
jurifdicl:ion the archbifhops of Dublin formerly cxercifed in Crocea, 
within their crofs-Iands, and their gallows was at Harold's Crofs, 
about a mile from the city. 

HENRY de Loundres, who fucceeded Cornyn, made this church a 
cathedral, appointing \Villi3m Fitzguy firft dean, with a chantor, 
chancellor, trcafurer, and prebendaries; fo · that the chapter now 
conlifis of twenty-fix members. The edifice being partly de
firoyed by fire in '370, it was rebuilt by Archbifbop Minot. About 
'320, Ar~hbifhop Bicknor founded an uni,'c:ruty in his church, 
which was confirmed by Pope John XXH. By thi, inftrument 
power is given to the mailers and {cholars to eled. c:hancdlor, 
who was to have civil and cccldiafiical authority over the uni,er
flty, with a becoming fa1ary to fupport his rank. With ··the con
fent of the mafters regent and non- regent, he was to frame ftatutes, 
bllt thefe were to be confirmed by the archbifhop. There: are 
other regulations to be feen in Ware'! Antiquities. Three doClors 
in di~jnity were then created, one dodor in laws, and William 
Rodiart. the dean, was narned chancellor. 

ARCHBISHOP Brown, in 1538, being the Iirft Protcl!ant prelate 
of tbi. fce, removed.n fuperftitioU! reliques and images froro the 
church; and in their room put up the creed, the Lord's prayer 

A • Inc!' 
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and ten commandments, in gilded frames. '1 he year Henry Vilf. 

dic:d, the catht.:rlral was iupprcffcd unt il '554. when Queen Mary 

fellaTed it to its former dignity. lr was again (upprdTo] in the 

time of CromwdJ's protcaor:!te, when it was converted into a 

barrack. The f1ccpk, wll;eh i5loCty, was erected h)' r\rchbifhop 

Minot !ll ' 170, to which a high {pire was ~Hl dt:d in 1750, the ex

pence of which was bcqucatlH~d by BiOlOP Stearne. . 

THERE wac Grmcrly (ome chapels and chal1!rics within tlli s 

cathedral; Oill.! of the fOfll"!cr is now thc p;l)"ochi;J\ church of St. 

Nichola~ , without the walls of the city; ;Hld allot her c;)lkd St. 

Mary's chapel, huil t by Archbifhop Sandftm} in I :::i I. was given for 

the ufe of French Protcftants. who Hed here, after tht; llevol u

tion, in g;rl':lt numbers, from perfccution in th<.:ir own country, and 
were extremely ufdul in civili :t.ing the n;'!ti\"<.:~, anu illtruduc:ug 

induHry and manutiltiuTes. There arc in the lWXC (o rne fi:pulchral 

infcriptions ; th:lt of Dean Swift, whoi(~ ;cnius and \Hit ing~; do 

great honour to Ireland, defervcs to be rccorJni: it was compofed 

by himfd t~ :tnt! cxprdrcs forcibly his Hatc of mind a~ the time it 

was written: 

Hie dcpofitlllll dl Corpus 
Jonath:m SWili , S. T. D. 
HujusEcclcfi~ Call1cdr:llis 

Decarli, 
Ubi [ceva indign:ltio 

UJtcrius . 
Core lac.erare ncquit . 

Abi Via lor 
Et imitarc, fJ potcris 
St renuulll pro viriji 

l.ibertatis VindiC<ltorcm. 
Obiit 19°. die Mcnfis OClobris 

A. D. 1745. Anno retatis 78°, 

THERE is another monument; which .no ·friend to the glorious 

revolution, or the proteftant intereft in Irelalld. can c\'er pal' un~ 
noticed. It i!'l that of Duke Schomberg, who fell glorioufly at the 

Boyne. Dean Swift, after having in vain folicited his heirs to rear 
a fuitabJe 
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a' iilitabli monurti"trtt to· the memory· 'of this great Captain, writ 
the following .lnfcription; and had it 'e~graven on a plain !tone: 

Hie infra 
Situm eft Corpnq 

Frederici 
Ducis de Schomberg. 

Ad Bubindh,uu 
Occifi. 

A.D. MDCXC. 

Decanus ct Capitulum, maximoperc ctiam atque ctiam peticrunt. ur 

Heredes J.)ucfin memoriam pa~~f.is, mOnUIllClltulll quantllmvis exile, 
~Tlgl, cU,larent. Sed potlquan»-::- pcr Epifrolas. per (\ micas diu ac 
{apre pr{lndo, nil proficefc, hUlle Lapltl~m·. indi,gna bundi pu (i.Jcr~nt; 

faJum ut fcias hufpes quantilla in ct.:lIula, tanti DIlCloris cinc rt:s, in 

opprobrium hvcaum, dcJitcfcunt. Plus "alllie virtutis f;HTl<l 'lpud 
~lienos, quam fanguin is pro:xilllitis apud (uos. :\ . D. 173 [. 

TlIls. \'.iew. fi'Qrn an Ori~illal Drawin).!;. hy .1a!m:s <Jandon, ~{(I' 
was tat{(~n Anno 17.90: The Plan by R . Kendrick, from a Drawing 

in the po~effion of the Right I Ion. \V. C\JnyTl~halJl . 

CHRIST CHUltClI, DUBLIN. 

IN tbe Black Book of Chrift Churcb, prefervt:d among irs archiv~. 
it is faid that Sjhtric.- the Oilman king of Dublin, gave to Donal, 
firit hifhop of that fcc, a place on which to ou ild a church to the 

blcfled Trinity, where the arches or vaults were Icmnded: -this was in 

1038. Hanis, in his Hiftory of Dublin, (uppoft's thefe vaults or archc.:'b 
were fiorc:houfes, in which the Oamen hpt t heir merchandize. But 

this learned antiquary did not rccolln',t how abhorrent it was fl'Om 

the kntiments of thnt age, to confirutl a church on jllCh lin unhalM 

Jowed place, nor the-. general pra8.ice, of which inUances arc pro

duccd in the Antiquitie, of Ireland before cited, of every church 

being buiit on the lite or cear {orne crypt fanCtificd by the rclique! 

of a faint; nor did he -attend to the tradition recorded in ·that Black 

Book, th3t the D imes or northcrns, before the arrival of St. Patrick, 

had there founded ".fornicuji'Ue-'UO/Ia:," arches or vau1ts, which muft 

have been [at {acred ufes; becaufe, as the · author goes on to tell ~, 

St. 
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St. Patrick celebrated mafs in one of them, there being 110 church 
then conf(ru8ed there. H Tunc temporis ecddia Chrifii nOll fuerat 
fundata nee conftruCla, prout nunc. quapTOpter S. Patricius cdebra~ 
'v it miifam in uno fornice five volta," &c. U1Tcr. Antiq. p.86.). There 
cannot then be any" doubt but the undercroft of this church was an 

ancient cryptical chapd. on which Donat rc:urcd the prdent fabric. 
It was nrll: pofTdTed by fecular Canons, but Archbiihop O'Toole 
changed them for'regular ones in 11°3. and Henry VIII. made them 
a Dean and Chapter; fiuee that time it has generally been caUed 
Chrifl: Church. infiead of the Holy Trinity. I fowe\,cr, it retained 
its ancient ftyle in 1559; fOf, during the go,/crnmtnt of the Earl of 
SuiTcx, a parliament was held in this church, in a room called the 

~ 

<I Common Hou(t:," where a petition from the fcnefchal of the liberty 
of Wexford, and (rom the fovercign of the town, was reau in p!:lrlia
ment, directed to the Earl of Kildare, lord de}Juty, and the lords fili
ritual and temporal in parliament aff'cmblcd, and to the commons in 
the common houfe within the cathedral of the Holy Trinity. 

13Y King Henry's foundation the chapter confified of a dean, 
chantor, chancellor. treafurer, nnd fix vicars-choral. Archbifhop 
Browne, in 1544. ereCl.ed three prcbc:nds. St. Michael, St. Michan, 
and St. John. Edward VI. added fix pridls and two choriaers, to 
whom he affigned a penfion of 451. 6 .. 8d. payable out of tbe ex
chequer. Queen Mary confirmed thi, pen6on. However, Jame~ I. 
made lome alteration in the foundation: there are now 8 dCln, 

ehantor, chancellor, and three prebendaries. bcfidcs fix vicars"choral 
and four c"horifien. He gave the archdeacon of Dubl;n a fiall in 
the choir. and a voice and feat in the chapter. 

BEFORE the Reformation, this church. attraaed the devotion of 
the fupedl:itious by having.. the following "teliques: a crucifix, which 
{poke twice; St. Patrick', high altar of marble, on which a leper 

waa miraculoutly carried from Great Britain to Ireland j a thorn 
of our Saviour', crown; part of the Virgin Mary's girdle; fome 
bones of St. Peur .nd St. Andrew; the relique, of St. Clement, St. 
Owuud. St. Faith, Abbot Brendan, St. Thomas Becket, St. Wol
Ibn. St. LaumlCC O'Tool. and tbe ibrine of St. Cubeu" brought 
(rom Wale, in '405, and the (lair ~f Jefus, with which he C%pelled 

all 
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all vencmous animals from the iUc. The(e precious rdiques were 
[Iluch damaged by the fall of the great eafrcm window, occafioned 
by a {udden tempea. which happened the 19th of July, 1461; but 8 

·{everer calamity attended them, for they were bro"ght into High
Street, and there publickly burned A.1>. J 538:. this was more c6i .. 
cacious, in withdrawing the ycneration of the vulgar from fuch grofa 
and deplorable idolatry, than a thoufalld (crmons. Among other 
monuments, in the nave of this church. is one to the memory of that 
dilintercfied patriot. and real friend to Ireland and of mankind, 

THOMAS PRIOR, Elq. 
Memorie Sacrum 

Thom .. Prior, 
Viri, fi qui, unquam aliu., de pat.Tia 

Optillli merili > 

Qui. cum prodelfe maUet quam cooCpiei, 
Nee in Senatum cooptatus, 

Nee confiliorum aulre pnrtiet:ps 
Nee ullo publico muncre infignitus) 

Rem totam pubJicaro 
Mirifice auxit d ornl\vit 

Aufpiciis, contiliis, labort=: inddeiIo: 
Vir, innoclllls, probu" piua; 

Partium fiudiis millime addi8UJ~ 
De re familiari parum folicitu •• 

Cum civium commoda unicc fpt=:8Iret. 
Quicquid yd ad inopie leYamen 

V d ad ville e1egantiam facit, 
Quicquid ad defidiam populi vincendam, 

Aut ad bonal artt=8 c.lcitamlas pt=rtinet, 
Id ornnc pro virili cxcoluit, 

Soeitlalis Da/I~ 
Auctor, Inftitt.rtor, Curator, 

QUiC fecerit 
Pluribus dicere balU'l rcfert. 
Quorfum naJTaret mamor 

lila quz omnes norunt ? 
lila qwe cl'fium animis infculpta. 

Nulla dies ddebit. 

"This View. from :m Original Dt2wing, by Bigari, in the 9Otrcffi.on of the Right. 
Hon. Wm. Conyngham, Wit taken Anno J780. 

CASTLE 
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CA TLF. KNOCK. 

is , a. refpectable old ruin: refpeCl.able ~s to age, for Strong

bow, accordiug to. Regan, beftowe'd i't upon his intrinfic friend, 
Hugh 1 irrel. In 1.288, a 'Hugh Tirrel was Lord of Cafrle Knock, 
and fo was anQther Hugh Tirr 1 in 1486. It Was the head of a 

,~arge feignory, anfil the family branched out extenfively, and were 
of importanc in c y period of our hiftory. 

THE ... 4th of February, 1316, Bruce marohed to Dublin, and took 
Caftle Knock and its Lord Hugh Tirrel, and a1fo his wife; but they 
were afterwards ranfomed. In June, 164.2, Colonel Monk took 
Caftle Knock, killed eighty rc els, and hanged many more; and 
in 1649, the Earl of Ormond appeared before it . The fituation 
of the caft!e is bold, and commands a beautiful and ample pro
(ped:: it fell to decay' after the Reftorati<?ll and the eftabliihment of 

peace. 
TRADITION fays, there was a window at Caftle Knock; neither 

glazed nor latticed, yet a candle being fet there in tbe highcft wind 
or ftorm burns as quiet .as in a perfe calm. ,And that ther is a 
fpring of water etGmc to human bodies, but poifonous to bcafts. 
In. ages ahd {uperftition inftances of pifj /og, or witch-
craft, be found. 

R 1 , in the t 3th century, founded an abbey here, 
dedl_~.~ St. rigit. This view was drawn by T. Cock-

affatding good harbours was much frequented, 
and of courfe fortified. The tories in the county of Wicklow and 

. ' 
the pIrate on the caaas, could only be re(lrained by a firol1g gar-
rifon and caftle. I have not been able to difcover who conftru8:ed 
this of Bullock. 

THE village lies ~bout feven miles from Dublin, and in {ummer 
is much frequented by the citizens, wh~ form fea parties. In T 559, 

the 
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the Earl of Suff'ex, lord lieutenant of Ireland, landed here, and 
proceeded from thence to the metropolis to take on him the govern
ment. This view was taken' from an original drawing in the pof

lemon of James Gandon, Efq. Anno 1791• 

BALDUNGAN CASTLE. 

T HIS is in the barony of Balruddery and in the 'county of Fingal, 
and about two mil~s from the (ea. It is COJlfpicuoully feated on a 
rifing ground, commanding an extenfj..'e profpea of the circumja
cent country. It confifrs on the weft end of two large {quare tower., 
with a parapet in front, covering a paff'age between each. From 
thefe towers a regular building is carried on each fide, but nar
rower, to which a fimilar tower is joined at the north-caft angle: 
at the fouth-eaft angle is a {maller tower, in which arc the fiairs 
IcaJing to the battlements; and on the front are the arms of the 
lords of Howth. 

TRADITION makes this to have been at different times a friary and 
a nunnery; that when it was the latter, it was bdieged by a party 
of armed men; aod that the nuns, in a fit of defpair, threw them
felves from the windows. It appears to have been erected in the 
thirteenth century, and to have been rather the habitation of fome 
proud baron, than a place of defence. Richard Birmingham, ECq. 
lived in it, whofe fifter and heirefs, Anne, married Sir Chriftopher St. 
Laurence, lord of Howth, who dted the loth of April 1542, after 
which the came became the property of the Howtll family. 

OLIVER Cromwell battered the caftle from his fhips, many of the 
ball, being found in the gardens ere. A few feet fouth-eaft from 
the cafi.1e is a fmall chapel with a large chance1, and on the weft end 
a {quare freeple, with ftairs leading to the top, where there are two 
apertures for bells; and adjoining the chapel is a cemetery.. This 
view by Francis Grofe, Efq. was made Anno li9I. 

VOL. 1. B BAGGOTS. 
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BAGGOTSRA TH CA TLE. 

IN the 48 Edward III. A. D. 1374, there is an order for removing 
William Fitz William frpm the cufiody of the manor and cafile of 
Baggotfratl1, ADd giving them to the biihop of Meath. The family 
of Fitz William came into Ireland with King John, and had large 
po1feffions in the v)cinity of Dublin, their principal cafile and re· 
ndence being at ¥etrion. A branch of the family was feated at Bag
gotfrath, in '527, and it frill continues part oftheirefrate. This cafile 
is remarkable for a defeat of the king's troops near i in. July 1649,. 
o( hich Borlafe and Cox give the following account. Jones the 
parliamentarian general poffcffed Dublin, which the Marq~is of Or· 
mond Was deurous of taking. He encamped at Rathmipes; but that. 
being too d'fiant to prevent Jones's cavalry from grazing, it was 
judged proper to feize Baggotfrath, which adjoined their pafiure; 
Major General Purcell was fent on that bufinefs, with directions to 
fortify it, and he had with him 15Po foot and engineer.s. Had this been 
executed, the city would have been frraitened on every fide, as lord 
Dillon was on the northern part of it with zooo foot and 500 horfe. 
Purcell was to fecure the cafile, and throw up {hong entrenchments· 
in the night; and, the marquis) to favour his operations, kept his 
men under arms. In the morning when the marquis vifited Purcell 
be found "ety little had been done, the latter in excufe Rretending 
he was mifguided and had not time, when in fad: he and Edmund. 
Reilly, the: ar Archbi1hop of Amtagb, had betrayed the army. 
The III fa art to repofe after bis nightly fatigue, expecting no 
moveriie'nt froID the city t . t ia. thIS he was dccei ved, for Co
lands ~d'S, .enables, a d Hunks, the day before, had arrived 
rro En~ 600 hone and I 500 foot, and ample fupplies of. 
m'O'Dey arid am anitioD, the garrifon were encouraged to make a· 
fa ~d ~ey lOOD retook BaggOt(rath caftlc:; this brought on tqe 
fa m ltathl1lincs, in which 4"=>00 meh were killed and ~517 
t prifoners,' all the artillery and baggage, and ~oo draft oxen, 
and the king's party effoaually ruined~ Part of the came frilL 
remain, and the entrenchments about it can eafily be traced. This 
view, from an original drawing by Barralet, is in the poffeffion. of 

• the Right Honourable W. Conyngham~ 
SWORDS 
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SWORDS CHURCH. 

THIS town of Swords is fituated in the barony of Coolock and 
country of Fingal, fix mil s from Dublin, and had ery early a reli
gious houfe t~ere founded by St. Columba, wflo befrowed on it, 
according to tradition, his miffal, which he h~d tran{cribed himfelf. 
His feftival is lcept the 9th of June. . 

L 1016, Sihtrie and the Danes of Dublin burnt Swords, and 
the fame calamity h.appened to the ab~'y and town in 1035, 1069, 
and at other times. 

By a writ of I Henry VI. we find the prebend of Swords was 
granted to Cardinal Placentinus, with a fiaU in the choir, and a feat 
in the chapter of Dublin. This was what was called the golden 
prebend, and whieh was worth the cardinal' acceptance. Arch
billiop Talbot however, to prevent any fuch donation in future to 
foreigners, did with the concurrence of William Cruife the reClor, 
A. D. 143 r, divide J;bis 'prebend among the petty canons and cho
rifters of St. Patrick's cathedral, and the [arne year it was confirmed 
by King Henry. . 

THE prefent church and fieeple are modern, the abbey and nun
nery have been long in ruins. This view was drawn by Mr. Gan

don, jun. Anno Ii91. 

IN Pope Alexander's bull, A. D. 1170, enumerating the churches, 
towns, and poffcffions of tne fee of Dublin, the town of Swords i& 
there named Sord. In 1 28.2~ Joh1 Fitz William ofMerrion recovered 
fix mefTuages in Swerdes, from William Wy ombe l and it is pro· 
bable then built the caftle. Here wa formerly a palace of the 
archbifhop of Dqblin. It is {.1id the lords Kingfland were obliged 
to hold the arc:hbiihop's frirrup whenever he came to his palace, 
for which {ervice they had land of the v~lue of 3001. a year. There 
was a feffions-hvu{c I and one knight of the iliire was fQrmer]y eleeted 
in the town. 
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IN 1641, Luke Netterville made proclamation that the gentlemen 
of the county of DLlblin fuould affemble at Swords upon pain of 
d ,which they did; when they conftituted Richard Golding, 
Th RuifeJ, Francis Ru«el, Robert Travers, Chrifropher Holy-

woo~ and others, their commanders. 
If fame year Sir Charkt Coote was {cnt to difperfe the rebels, 

who were in force about Swords. He found the approaches- to the 
town 'Well {ecured; however, bravely overcoming every obfracle, he 

them out of their fortifications and killed two hundred of them, 
Will!ibLlmt any materiallofs, except that of Sir Lorenzo Carey, fecond 

Lord Falkland, who fell in the engagement. This vie~ was 
n by T. Cocki~g, Anno li9.0. 

USK CHURCH~ 

ABOUT twelve miles. north of Dublin frands the church of Luik . 
. It fe~ms to have derived its name from the bith word lufea, which 

fignifics a vault. in which no doubt its patron, St:Macculind, was laid, 
and at whole toPlb mirac1es were performed. His feaft is celebrated 
the 6th of ember. In Pope AI,'. bull to Dublin, before 
noticed, it i called Lufca. 

T It architcaure of this building is extremely curious and uncom.
mon. The church coauib of two long aifles, divided by a range 
of {even arches. The eaft end is the pariih church. At the weft end 
is a handfome {quare fieeple, thr~e angles of which are fupported by 
round towen, a~d near the fourth angle is an infulated round 
tc} cr: it is in good' prefervation, and rifes feveral feet above the 
ba ttements of the fteeple. 

I KNOW from abundant evidence, that all our mbft ancient reli-
&iou, edifi'ces begap in the ninth century with fione-roofed crypts, 

which w'ere crcd:ed our round towers; and numberlds proofs 
of tbe(c • t work of the Ofrmen. Thus in the ninth 

a fubfequent a s, t ey po{fe{f~d all Fingal and the land bounded 
by the harbour and rivet of Dublin on the north .. eafi:. For Sihtric, 
prince of Dublin, gave to the church of the Holy Trin.ity, BaUybog
hill, now Ballybough, Portrane, and Kinfaly, all in Fingal, and on 

thefe 




