
t() U NTY OF LIM ER leK. 

J;ound tawer adjoining it is a beautiful objeCt. We fee here uz 
<;iothic arch~ a d as many buttreiI"es. The north fide of thee aeepIc
is Jc,elkd with the ground, {aid to have been beaten down by a 
~attery planted againft it in the rebellion ]641. The (outh wing 
is in ruins, it was formerly a chapel, and in it are two ftatues in 
d/I() ftiie'Vo. · One reprefents a biihop in his robes, a pafroral !taft" 
in his right hand, and a mitre on his bead, fupported by two 
monkeys. As there is no in{cription, it is conj~aured to belong ·to 
Edmund Lane, Bithop of Kildare, who was buried here A D. 1522. 

The other is a monument of Sir Maurice Fitz Gerald of Lackugh, · 
, y cut in armour, with an infcription and nve efcutcheon . 

.... :rcnt11 embluonecl. 
Tit I01lDC! to er u 132 feet high, adorned with a hattlement, 

not ftr faG t' i fire-houfe. Henry d'e Loundtes Arch
bialop of Dubli in uao, put out the nre, but it was re-lighted 
aau, and contimteCi to burn till the fupprtffion of monafreries. 
ODe .,' tt on this nre was, that notwithfianding its per-
pc of (ucl, allies never increafed: nor was the fire 
CYCI' to by hnman breath for fear of contamination, but 
by vans or bellow. 

T II . from a drawing h7 Dr. Wynne. 

~ ....... E CASTLE, LIMERICK. 

___ ,lit town, eight miles from Limerick, and has a 

, the rivet Ma;ge, which "is navigable for large 
of Defmond had a frrong came, which very 

Gch incommoded the Englifh fettlers in tho(e parts, and was fre
qtJCBt1y taken by them. In J579, Sir John 'of Defmond, with four 
hUDd and fifty orfe and foot, befieged Adare, fo that the gar-
rifon d not t broad till their victuals failed them, ' and 
then Ccdlity whetted their courage, and made their {words as 
1barp as their fromachs, (0 that Sir John was forced to retire. The 
Engli{b, had but one fmall cot, which would hold about ei,;ht men, 
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and by the help of it an hundred and twenty men of the garrifon 
were wafted over the river into the Knight of Glenn's country, and 
being unexpected there did great execution. However, they daid 
fo long, that the Knight of Glenn and Sir John colleeled thirty 
horfe and four hundred foot, fome Irifh and fome Spaniards, and 
coming up with them, a {harp ikirmifh for eight hours enfued; the 
Engliih, made good their retreat into Adare without any confiderable 
10Cs, and killed about fifty of the enemy. Captain Carew com-
manded in this expedition. . 

IN IS81, when Munfter feemed to enjoy a frate of quietnefs on 
the death of Definond, Lord Kerry fuddenly broke into rebellion, 
and took the came of Adarc, and put the garrifon to the fword; 
but Colonel Zouch marching from Cork into lanmaurice made 
him abandon the town. Captain Plowdall was left in it with a 
fmall force, and Zouch purfued Lord Kerry, and overtaking him 
near Gianfiiik, defeated his force, and took a prey of 800 cows, 
500 horfes. befides money, clothes, and victuals; with thefe he 
fupplied the Englifh garrifons, and returned to Adare. During 
this war Adare was. alternately in poffeffion of the Irifh and 
Englifh. 

HERE are fome large and perfect remains of a Trinitarian friary. 
The freeple refembles a caftJe, and is fupported by a plain arch, 
'Yith four diagonal ogives meeting in the centre and frair leading 
to the battlements; there is alfo a Gray friary in Adare, whofe 
poffeffions, with thofe of the Trinitarians and Auguai1l1ans, were 
granted to Sir Henry Wallop. 

THE demefne of Wyndham Quin, Efq. here, is beautifully varie
gated with wood and water. The ,meadows floping on each fIde 
of the river Maige, the abbies nodding their venerable heads over 
tho 1ilent frream, the extenfive vifros thropgh aged trees, the fuaded 
walks, where many a faint and. many a hero trod, prefent a moil 
pleafing feene to the contempla.tive mind. 
- TlllS View was taken from a drawing by Dr. Wynne. 
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caURCH TO'VER AT DUNDALK, LOUTII. 

DUNDALK. is an ancient town, feated on the Jrifh Channel, 
with a bay and harbour. It was ' well fortified, and almoft the 
only buildings were caftles and towers ; thefe were ne.ceffary to 
proted the Englifu colonifts, the town being the extremity of the 
Englifb pale, 

br 13(5. Edward Bruce invaded Ireland, landing at Carrick
fCfg w' 'A large body of Scots. Being joined by the lriili, they 
ma.rcbed to anc1 took Dundalk the 29th of June, which they burnt. 
'I'be , Bruce growing infolent from fuccefs, fpared nei~her 
~ or bbies, nor did women or children nnd mercy; be 
aufed bUnfel{ to be crowned king of Ireland at Dundalk. Soon 
after this 0' , an Irifu tl'! el, came for contribution to Dun
dalJl, but was fo warmly received by Robert Verdun, th~ governor, 
that he left Joo of hi. followers behind him. 

Lo 1> .Deputy Sydney, in 1,558, marched from Dublin to Dundalk 
to fortify t~ ~glifu pale. He rent from thence to Shane O'Neal 
to come to him, but he refufed, unlefs he contented to be his goffip, 
whi the of the times obliged the ty to agree to. In 
IS66~ O'N Dundalk. 1lu~ it" 10 l'81iantly defended, 
that they obliged to raife the {lege. He after made another 
attempt 0 town, but with no better fuecefs . . 

IN l64 • Henry Tichborn afi"ault Dundalk, which at this 
time had double waU, double ditch, Rod mar1h ground on one 
fide, and the {ea on the other. The Irifh made a ftout reflftance, 
but the plBa\ was taken. Col~nel Monk. was governor of Dundalk 
in 1649, wltioh Lord Inchequin obliged him to furrender. 

TBJ:llE were two monaftic foundations here, one for Crofs
ram de Verdun, Lord of the town, erected 

~~.:,-_ Henry 1I,'s reign; they followed the rule of St. 
_ .... lIiIlhmn as St.,LeoJWd. This was after converted 
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TnE other was the Gray. friary, which was built at the eufi end 
of the town in the reign of Henry III. by Lord John de Verdun; 
the eaft window of which was admired for its curious and elegant 
workman1hip. The tower e-iven in the plate is part of this builrfing. 
It is a fquare battlemented freeple in good repair. In the weft fldc 
is a Gothic window, over which is a projecting fronc cut into a 
grotefque head. The terminations of the arch of the window arc 
fimilarly ornamented. The profpetl: around is .fine and c~ tcnfive. 

THIS View was drawn by Francis Grofe, Efq. July J 770. 

CASTLE OF Y. 
. 

RICHARD STRONGBOW, by his marriage with Eva, daughter of 
Dermot, King of Leinfrer, came into poffeffion of a great part of 
the province of Leinfrer. Hc~ry II. confirmed his right, with the 
refervation of the maritime parts. On being appointed ord Jufiice 
of Ireland, in II73. he laid the foundation ofa cafile in Kilkenny, 
hut it was (carcely finifhed, when it was demoli1hed by the in(urgent 
lrith. However, William, Earl MarOlal, defcended from Strong
bo'w, and al(o Lord Juftice, in J 195, began a noble pile on a more 
extenfive plan, and on the ancient {cite: a great part of this fine 
callie has furvived the convulfions of this diilraCted kingdom, lnd 
continue at this day a CODfpicuous ornament of the beautiful city 
of Kilkenny. 

A RISINQ ground was chofen, which on one flde has a deep and 
abrupt defccnt to the river Nore, which effeCtually proteCts it on 
that quarter by its rapid ftream: the other fides were fecured by . 
ramparts, walls, and towers, and the entrance is through a lofty 
gate of marble of the Corinthian order. The area thus inclofed 
afforded the noble poifelfor not only accommodations fOr himfelf 
and his domcftict, but .Ifo caferns for a 1hong garrifon. The 
Earl ia his charter to St. John's Priory, A. D. UJ I, provides, That 
if he be abfent. the monks of that houfe {ball (erve his cafrle chapel; 
but if. refidcnt, then his own domcftic chaplains. In the (ame re

cord 



COUNTY OF KILKENNY. 

cord his barns lying beyond the bridge are mentioned, with other 
circum frances indicating a regular court and houfehold. 

Huof{ Lit DESPENSEIl, who obtained the came by marriage, in 

September 139 I, conveyed it and its dependencies to James, Earl 
of Ormond. Thefe dependencies comprehended the cafrle with 
the mills; the borough of Roibercon with the mills; the manors 
of Dunfert and Kildermog; the Serjeancy of r verk; all his tene

ments in Callan Ie Hill; 331. I5s. 3d. in Callan, and the advowfon 
of the church; with all the lands, tenements, advow!ons, and 
knights - fees in I verk, Roibercon; Logheran, Killaghy, Roffana, 
Knocktopher, the New Town of Jerpoint, Killamery, Ardrefron, 
Lyfdonfy, Kilfeacamaduff, and Thollenabrogue. In this city par
liaments were frequently held, and the calUe was always confidered 
as the bulwark of the Englith pale in thore parts. Mottraye, an 
ingenious fortigner who -viiited this country, and publifhed his 
ravel at the Hague in 1730, thus fpeaks of the came: 

ct The principal ornament of the town is the Duke of Ormond's 
paiace; it wa a building . of his ancefrors. Some remains of the 
ancient came frill appear, which fuow that it was one of the 

frrongeft of the time. The Duke rebuilt it magnificently a little 
before his retreat, but the infide was not finifhed, nor does it ap
pear that it ever will, being now fo neglected, that the rain comes 
in every where. It is inhabited only by the gardener and his fa
mily, who only take' carc' of hill own apartment; and as to the 
gardens keeps up oo]y what is ufeful, fuch as tht: fruit-trees, vege
table, &c. 

u Tn is palace is heautifully fituated on an eminence, at the foot 
of which runs the Nore, after having wafhed the park and the 
town. This river runs with rapidity over Cand and gravel, and is fo 
clear, that it is one of the three things of which Kilkenny boafts, 
water without mud, air without fog, and fire without {moke .. " 

SnolcE Mottrayc writ, the ca1l:le has been m ch improved. On 
en ering the court yard, you turn to the left into the dining parlour, 
in which are many yaluable portraits. In the breakfaft room is 

tapifrry, exhibiting the JIifrory of Decius: it is admirably executed 

and 

. . 
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and the colours frefh and lively. The alcove, or prefence chamber, 
is alfo hung with tapifrry, and has a chair of frate, raifed a fie p 

. fipm 't 600r. The ball roOm or ' gallery is of great length, but 
nilhod. It contains ' a fine collection ' of battle-pieces and por-

y of the latter family 0 nd not a few of the beau-
ties of Charles the Second's Court. 
cWcffing room is a fmall 0 in e towers. 
thefe there arc the countefs's bed-chamber, the chapel and evidq lce
chamber; the 1aft extremely interefting to the hiftorian and anti
quary, as there are here the moft authentic documents relative to 

the political fiate 0 Ireland, from the arrival of the Engliih, in 
hich the houfe of Ormond bore a coDfpicuous part. This room 

furni1hcs ample materials to illufrrate the ehold expenees of a 
great Irifu Barol')., arrd throws un . t on the modes of 
living, the drefs, and an infinite v' curious particulars in re-
mote times. No ufe has been hithert. made of this room but the 
trifling collections by Carte for his IivC$ of the Ormonds. 

WHOEVER wiilies for a more copious account of this ancient city 
of Kilkenny, may find it in the ninth number of Collectanea de 

Beaus Hibernicis, page 349. 
THIS View was taken from an original drawing ' by J. G. Brien 

in 'the collection of the Right Honourahle William Conyngham. 

ST. JOHN'S BBEY. 

THE foundation of this religious houfe will be beft explained by 
tranllating the original record relating to it, which may be {ecn in 
the fecond volume of the Monafticon Anglicanum. 

"THE priory or hofpital of St. John the Evangelifr of Kilkenny, 
founded about the Year 1.2-20. [Mr. Archdall makes it nine years 
earlier.] 

,e J. William ft..larfbat, Earl of Pembroke, &c. have granted to St. 
John the Evangelift, a certain plac~ at the head of the {mall bridge 
of Kilkenny, to wit, lhat between the fmall aquedud: of the way 

that 
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that leads from my Carns to Loghmaderan, and fixteen acres of free 
land, on the {arne fide of the faid aqueduct, with their appurte· 
nances, to build a religiou" houfe, in honour of God and St. John, 
for the fupport of the poor and indigent. I have aifo granted the 
whole parifh beyond the . bridge of Kilkenny, towards the eaft and 
contiguous to faid bridge, with its appurtenances without any refer· 
vation. Alfo the whole ecclefiafrical benefice of my land of Don· 
fert, fo far as belongs to the patron, and the ecclefiafrical benefice of 
myoId land of Loghmaderan, in like manner with its appurtenances 
in tithes, oblations, and obventions, and the t ithes of my mills, 
£ilieries, orchards, and dove-cot s, in Kilkenny. 

" My will is, that the aforefaid brethren fuall ferve in the chapel 
of my cafrle of Kilkenny, and for fuch fhall receive all oblations and 
obventions during the abfence of me or my heirs; but when refident, 
then my domefric chaplains fuall recei \'e fuch dues. 

" I H A V £ granted befides a place at the head of the great bridge, 
w here originally the brethren firfr began their houfe, paying an
nually to me and my heirs ' three fu ill ings in lieu of all fervices. 
They may alfo peaceably have and hold the revenu .. e of the Burgages 
in Kilkenny, which were or £hall be given them there, faving their 
{ervice to me and all my other rights. 

• MOREOVER I have granted the Church of H agamon, and the 
' hurch of Tcwtown with the whole benefice of the Old Town, 

with all appurtcnaOnces belonging to faid churches; moreover, I have 
given the tithes of all my mills and hay, in the aforefaid parilhes. 
] give thirty mark of filver, the roduce of my courts, to my trea-
ury in Kilkqmy, and befides thefe, ,one carrucate of land with its 

appurtenances, viz. that which Thoma Drake held, near Kilkenny, 
and which {hall. be frcc of all fervices." 

TU l priory thu -,reatly favoured {oon increafed in riches. At 
the reformation, this houfe and its poffeffions were granted to the 
Mayor and Citizens of Kilkenny. . 

J 1645, when the monafiic orders were repairing their abbeys 
and monafreries, the Augufrinians, to whom this priory originally be
longed, endeavoured to potTers them{elves of it, but were oppofed by 

the 
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the Jefuits, who ret up a fitlitious grant from the city, and in this 

they were fupported by Rinuccini, the pope's nuncio. Howcl'er the 

city rlifclaimed any fuch grant. 
GREAT part of this priory was demoli{h~d to make room for a 

ot barrack, yet its ruin declare its former fplendollr. For abc;>ut 
fifty-four feet of the fouth fide of the choir it fcems to be almofi: 

one window. The eafiem window is about fixteen feet wide and 

thirty high; it , is divided by deli cate frone mullions. There are 

fome fepulchral inC« riptions and other remains, which may be feon 
in the Colle:t anea before cited. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Wheatly, 10 

the collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 
\ 

CATHEDRAL CHURCH OF ST. CANICE . 

. 
FROM the confufed and imperfect account of the origin of thi 

frructure we can only conjeCture, that Felix O 'Dullllny, or Delany, 
began it in 1180, by ez:eCting a fmall church ncar the round tower. . 

Hugh Rufus, who was probably letted to this fee through the in
fluence of the Earl Marfhal, laid the foundation of a noble edifice, 
to bear pace with t the other magnificent ecclefiafiical confirudions, 
at that time raiting every where by the Englilh. Billiop Mapilton 

in 1233, and St. Leger, who fucceeded him, completed the fubrick. 

The fryle of architetlure here ufed, feems to confirm what has 
been advanced, St. Leger died towards the end of Edward 1'8. reign, 

when, according to Bentham, the prevailing tafre was an ' im

moderate length in the windows, rifing as high as the vaulting, and 

ornamented with coloured glufs. The windows of this cathedral 

are in this fiyle, but have been !bortened, the eye, however, quickly 
di(covers and traces the barbarous change. ., 

TIllS church is built on an eminence, with a defcent all round it. 
You enter the church-yard from the town by a flight of marble 
fteps: it is plant d with trees , and to the wefi is n hnndfome terrace 
walk, from whence is a beautiful profpeCl of a fine ·couptry . . The 

VOL. I. E church 



CO-UNTY .OF KILKEN NY. 

church is in the form of a crofs: the length from eaR to weft in the ~ 
clear is 2~6 feet, and the breadth of the crofs from north to fouth is 
123, being perhaps the largeft church in the kingdom except • 
St. Patrick's and Chrift's churches, Dublin, and in beauty it excels 
both. There are two lateral and a centre aile. The roof of t 
nave is fupported by £ve pillars, and a pilaHcr of black marble on 
each fide, upon which are formed five neat arches. Each lateral 
aile is lighted oy four windows below, and the central aile by five 
above: they are in the lliape of quatrefoils. The fteeple is low, 
but broad, taking up the fpace of tbirty·feven feelt, it is fupported 
by four maffy columns of black marble, and its floor refts on a 
great number of fpringers; rifing from the. columns they fpread 
over the vaulting, and are each divided into, a fmall moulding like 
beads. 

THE pillars were, about fixty or feventy years ago, whitened by an 
abfurd and ignorant economift. There are four entrances, one at the 
welt: end, two in the nave oppofitc each other, and one at the end of 
the north tranfept. The feats of the choir and gallery are of oak 

• varnifhed, and the whole plain, but remarkably neat. The compafs 
ceiling is adorned 'with fret wo;k, and has many modillions, and 
in the centre a group of foliage, feftoon , and cherubims. 

IN the north tranfept is St. Mary's chapel, and near this is an 
oratory wherein were heaped, during the u(urpation. numberlefs 
beautiful {epulch1"al monuments, which Billiop Pococke, an ex
cellent prelate and learned antiquary, drew (rom ruin and obfcurity, 
and placed in the nave and ailes. 

BISHOP Ledred, in 1318, £tted up the windows of the cathedral, 
and particularly the eafi~rn one, in fo elegant a manner, and adorn-

d it with fuch curious workmanfhip, as left it unrivalled in this 
kingdom. This will not appear exaggerated, when we are in
formed, that Rinuccini, Archbithop of Firmo, and nuncio from 
the Pope to the confederate Catholics in 1645, who came from the 
natal foil of the£ne arts, was fo much ftruck with its beauty, that 
he o1i"ered for it the large fum of 7001. and efteemed it not un-

orthy Rome itfelf, whither he intended to fend it. But neither 

the 
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the high rank or influence of the Prince of Firmo, nOr the diftreffe!i 

of the times could prevail on the BiGlop or chapter to accede to the 
nuncio's willies. The window contained the hifrory of Chrift 
from his birth to his afcenfion: the other windows, though much 
. oferior, were enriched with various .figures and emblems. This 
exqu'ifite piece of art at length fell a facrifice to the favage bar
barifm of the times; it was demolillied by the fi natics in 1650, 
urged on by that infamous regicide Colonel Axtel, who was the 
governor of Kilkenny. 

TUIS View was taken from an original drawing by Brien, in the 
collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

DOMINICAN OR BLACK AJ BEY. 

W lL LIAM, Earl Madhal, about 1:Z 25 founded this monafrcry 
for ominican friars, and dedicated it to the Holy Trinity. The 
fo under was interred here in 1231, and in three years after his bro~ 
ther Richard, who was ilain in a battle with the O'Mores nnd 
O'Conors on the Curragh of Kildare. 

HUGH, Bilhop of Otfory, who had been a great benefactor, was 
interred near the high altar, and four general chapters of the Do
minican order were held here. In 1437, Henry VI. made the fol~ 
lowing grant to this monaftery: If The King to whom thefe prdents 
thall come, &c. O'ur bdovcd the Prior and Convent . of the Friars, 
preachers of Kilkenny, having humbly rcpre{ented unto us, that 
they are continual orators for our happinefs, and the fouls of our 
noble progenit6rs, kings of England, and that they cannot fupport 
thernfelves by the alms of the city of Kilkenny, nor of the county, 
becaufe it is fpoilcd and wafted ' by our owp. nation, as well as the 
Jrifh in rebe1lion. We, having confidcred ~he prernifes, and wil
ling to grant their humble fupplication, do, with the afi"ent of the 
venerable Father in Chrift, Richard Archbifhop. of Dublin, Jufriciary 
of our kingdom of Ireland, and of our Council o~ the fame, by the 
manucap ion of John auylet of Trim and Thomas Clopham of 

E.z Havan, 

" 
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Havan, grant to the {aid Prior and convent two parts of all the 
. tions, commodities and profits whatever of the ReCtory 

church of.Mothil in '{aid ounty, now in our hands, to have • 
to hold the {aid two parts fo long as they {hall rema~ with ( 

us, paying yearly to our ~chequer of Ireland eight pence on th/ 
Feafts of St. Michael and !after, in equal portions. Witnefs our 
[aid Jufticiary at Dublin, the 25th day of July, IS Hen. VI.'" 
B~ an inquifition in the Chief Remembrancer's Office it appear, 

that Peter Cantwell, the laft prior, was feized of {aid priory, and 
ithin "its prccin¢la a church and belfry, a {mall came near the 

church, a dormitory, and beneath it the chapter-houfe; another 
chamber called the king's chamber, and adjoining it a fmall turret, 
with much other property in lands an$l houfes, within and without 
the city of Kilkenny. 

HE R)t VIII. granted t onaftery to the fovereign, burge1fes 
and commonalty of Kilkenny, at the yearly rent of I.2s . 4d. Irifu. 
In the, time of the elder James it ferved for a filire-houfe, and in 
1043, it was repaired and a chapter of the order held in it. Its 

towers are light and elegant, and forne of the windows executed 
with a rnafrerly hand. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by, Brien, in the 
collection of the Right HonourabkWilliam Conyngham. 

(PLAT~ II.) This 1hews an mode Vie w of the Abbey. 

FRANC! CAN ABBEY. 

E hne every reafon to place the foundation of this monaftery 
previous to the year 1280, for "in the chore of the friars-preachers, 
fays Stanihurft, Willi~m Madhal, ErIe of Pembroke, was buried, 

bo departed this life in the yerc '231. Richard, brother to Wil
li , to whom the-inheritance defcended, within three years after 
deceafed at Kilkennie, bein!A wounded to deathe in a field in the 

heath 

J 
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heath, or Kildare in the yeare 1234, the twelfe of April, and was in
toomed with his brother according to the old epitaph hecre mentioned. 

~' Hie: comes eft pofitus, Ricardus vulnere foffus, 
Cujus-Cub foffa, Kilkennia continet offa." 

TUE new choir was not completed before 1321 , when the gr >at 
altar, a marble table of amazing fize, was confecrated, and in t~n 
years after, the Bifhop of Waterford eonfecrated the cemetery. A 

great tlood in the .. iverNore defi:royed all the bridges and mills in 
Kilkenny, but dared not approach, if we believe tradition, the 
high altar of this church. Nor were the friars of this houfe lefs 
fuccefsful in forging other miracle~, and getting them credited. 
Elizabeth Palmer, who built at her own expenee the forepart of 
the choir, and was interred therein, died a virgin at the age of 
feventy, thqugh the had been married young nnd to feveral huibands. 

81'. Francis's well, belonging to this church, was 1amous for 
miraculous cures, and frill among the fuperftitious prefervei fome 
degree of reputation. Henry VIII. granted this monafi:ery and its 
poffeffions to the corporation of Kilkenny; part of it is now a 
horfe-barrack. It was an elegant building, a its furvi ving remains 

-eVlOce. 
THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Brien, in the 

collection of the Right Honou.rable William Conyngham. 

ABBEY OF JEHPOINT. 

THIS abbev is fituated on the river N ore, two mile above Thomas ... 
J 

town, and was founded in 1180 by Donogh, King of o ifo ry , for 
Ciftertian monks, and dedicated to the Virgin Mary. The monks, 
on the arrival of the Englith, had intcrefi: {ufficient with king John 
to get a confirmation of all the lands befrowed on them by the King 
of Wory, and Edward III. in the 34th year of his reign, at the 

infi:ance of Phillip then abbot, granted him an infpeximus Bnd con

nrmation of former charten. 
THE abbot {at in parlikment, an honour {ometimes found incon

venient; 
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venient; for in 1375, the abbot of Jerpoint petitioned Edward III; 
and ftated, that as the houCe was dependent on the abbot of Baltin· 
gIafs who attended .parliaments and anCwered for the abbots llDder his ' 
care, yet the abbot of Jerpoint was often compelled 15,y writ to ap
pear in pa.rliament, to his great loCs and diftrefs, and t(} the great 
e«}lcnditure and cofrs of his houfe; he therefore prayed an ex
.emption, and the king by a writ dated Od:ober 28th at Kilkenny, 
did for the future exonerate him from fu\,;11 atteudance. 

OLIVER Grace, the laft abbot, furrendered this abbey the 18th a 
March, the 31 Henry VIII. It then poffdIed above ~soo acreS of 
arable and pafiure, three re&ries; the alteragcs and tithes of thirteen 
other pariilies; all thefe were granted, 5 and 6 Philip and Mary. 
to James Earl of Ormond and his heirs mal'e to hold i1~ capite, at 

the yearly rent of 491. 35. 9d. 
TilE ruins are extenu.tC: and beautiful, and the fryle the fame as 

the other Ciftertian abbeys of the fame da teo 
Ta H; Vi w, which r¢prefents the fouth weft afpecr, was taken 

rom an original drawing by.T. G. Brien, ill the collection of the 
i, ht HOllourable William onyngham. 

. . 
MONASTERY. 

'flIT i a vcry antient to~n, being built by Thomas Fitz Anthony, 
who accompanied Henry U. in 'his rrifu expedition. It is in the ba
rony of Gowr!ln on the river Nore, and eight miles from Kilkenny. 
There are no indifputable documents to aifure us that a Dominican 
monaftery was erected here, and yet Burke, the hiftoriographer 
of that order, has adduced {orne evidence not deftitute of probability. 
I¥ fays, that in the year 1710 there was a meeting in Dublin of 
the fathers definitors of the order. Edmund Burke, Peter M<Der-

, Patrick Diamond and Stepq.en M<Egan, where Thomas
to is exprefsly mentioned as wanting a fuperior to fuperintend 
the Dominican convent there. He adds, that at a general meeting 
of the rder at 'ome, A. D. 1656, tho 1ri1h Dominican convents 

amounted 
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