
COUNTY OF SLI·G O. 

pile was confumed by nre. , This misfortune being reprefented -to 

Pope John XXIII. then prefent at the council of. Conftance, he 

iifued the foll?wing Apofiolic letters: 
'r JOHN, Bilbop, fervant of the fervants of God~ to all chriftian 

believers who {hall fce thefe prefent 1etters, falvation and apoftolic 

benediction. . . 
, It IT having been reprcfented unto us, that the chutch and houfe 
of Dominicans at Sligo, in the diocefe of Elphin, in which it is af

firmed twenty brothers have long devoutly ferved God, were lately 
'burnt by fire, and that the prior and fome of the brethren of the 

order defire to repair faid church and houfe, a work of confiderable ' 
expence, the means to defray which they do not poifefs. V( e, 
confulting the honour of faid church, and willing that it fhould be 

repaired, that the faithful may rerort thither more freely for de
votion, Bnd be defirous to contribute mon: liberally towards its re

p~rs when' they 1balJ find themfdves replcnifiled with ceIefrial gifts: 

reJyin$' as we do, ~n the mercy of the Omnipotent God, and by the 
autbority of his bJeffed apofrles Peter and Paul, do compaffionatcly 
r~iBX tell year, and as m:my forty days of penance (decem an1lOS ct 

totidtm flJ#tdrognUls) enjoined on all penitents and thofe who have 
confdlcd, ~ 'ho on the feaRs of the ~fiumption of the b1elfed Virgin 
Mary and St. Putrid £hali devoutly vifi t the aforefaid church, and 
cpntributc to its .repairs. 

1/ QUit willis, that if ther~ i any indulgence, either for ever or a 

granted QY us, to thofe who ihall viut or affift in re. 
d' .... trM'fIIIWlult,~h and houfe, that it fhall from henceforth be null 

YUJI,"' . .... -·4sHlteO at Conll:~nce, the . 1 t h of the Calends of February, 
Qf Ollr Pon.tificate A. D. 1415." 

nich f'~fents the fouth-weft afpect, was drawn 

Tu E prefent building wa now begun in a very 
ulpture and architecture. Among its principal 

'c {)4Conor, Lord of Sligo, and Pierce O'Timony, 

confidt'rablc wealth and property, whofe ftatue was 

placed 
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placed In the cloifrer. There are two large chapel, divided by a 
fquare belfry: the tower is entire, except the battlements at the 
top. The arches are lofty, and enriched with foliage and pngels. 
The three fides of the c10ifrers are covered by an arched roof. The 
front and fIdes of the altar are ornamented with Gothic arches, 
foliage, and tracery, and there ar~ pedeftals for ftatues . The eaftcrl} 
window is very beautiful, and a frone gallery furrounds the nave. 
Several feet from the ground, is the tomb of O'Conor and his lady 
kneeling on each fide of an altar. The Gothic arches, fluted pillars, 
and multiplicity of minute and curious ornaments, make us wonder 
at the high degree to which the arts of fculpture and arcbitecture 
were now carried, and particularly how money could be procured 
for the accomplifhment of ruch a work in a country torn by r -
bellion and domefric diffention, as was the cafe with Ir land at this 
time. Thefe diffitulties will hereafter be folved when I come to 
fpeak of our architectural antiquities, in which a View of thi 
beautiful monument of OcConor will b~ given. 

A inquifition, of the 27th of Elizabeth, finds this monafrery 
had a church, a freeple, cemetery and two other frone-buildings, (1 

fifhing weir, with fome parcels of land. 
TIllS View, which reprefents the north-eafr afpect, was drawn by 

T. Cocking, Anno 1791. 

. 
(PLATE III.) THIS. View, which reprefents the infide of that 

magnificent building, with part of th~ c1oifrers, w~s taken from an 
original drawing by Bigari, in the collection of the Right Honour

able William Conyngham. 

BALLY AFADD CASTLE 

W.AS formerly the property of the {ept of the MCDonoughs, and 

was ereded by them. It frands on a fmall eminence near the road 
from Boy Ie to Sligo. The fbape of the cafrte is an oblong fquare, 

defended at the angles by four round towers, which have machico-
lations. 
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lations. The walls are four feet and a half thick, and conftruc9:ed 

of a reddifh frone. 
FltOM the cafHe are feen the Curlew Mountains to the eaft, and 

to the north Lough Arrow, and to the fouth a frream winding 

through a valley. In the year J 641, Bealanfad, as it was then 
written, had an Englifh garrifon, which bravely refifred the afi'aults 
of Hubert Boy Burke, Sir UIi_: Burke, and other rebels, whD 
attempted to take it and the other cafrles in Connaught. Ballyna
fadd helq out a long time, till the want of water obliged it to fur

render. 
T~tS View, which reprefents the eafr afpect, was drawn by T. 

Cocking. Anno 1791. 
, 

DOWN ABBEY. 

N Lough Arrow, feven . miles north of Abbey Boyle, the 

M'pollOUgh$ founded tbe monafrery of Ballindown, about 1427, in 
honour of the Virgin Mary, for Dominic;an nuns. 

THERE are two chapels, divided by a belfry. The eafrern and 
weQern windows are Gothic, th~ other arches elliptical. The 
tower, part of which only remains, was' fUPPQrted by three arches. 
Two large confoles frick out over the piers of the arches, to fupport 

probably flatuq . . 
A . inqujutU>t1. of th .z·7th of Elizaheth, finds the pofi"effions of 

. mODII-Q.cry to be. a church, a cem(:tery with half a quarter of 
land. 1~heCe ere granted to Francis Crofton, who affigned them 
to Edward Crofton. 

THIS Vie , hich reprefents the nortb-weft afp!!Ct, was drawn by 

T. Cocking, i\nno '79(, 

• ~PLATE II.) Tuu Vicw, hich fhews the infide of the building, 
., tak~ fro . original dra iog by Bigari, in the colleaion of 

the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

BENNADA ' 
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BENNADA FRIARY. 

T H edifice, feated" on the river Moy, is nve miles weft of Achonry. 
It was founded in I423" through the exertions of a religious of the 
order of AuRin hermits, uncler which rule it was, and it was dedi
cated to Corpus Chrifti. The building is of regular fquare-hewn 
frone. The tower is feventy feet high, the top broken, and is fup
ported on one arch. The eafiern window is neat, and not crouded 
with work. In the thicknefs of the wall, on the left entrance of 
the door, is a bafqn for holy water. No cloifters remain, though 
the area where they frood can be traced. There are two handfome 
antient tombs in the church. 

THIS View, which rcprefents the fouth-eaft afpea, was taken by 
T. Cocking, anno 179I. 

BALLYl\iOTE CASTLE 

\rVAS built in the year J 300, by Richard de Burgh, the fecond 
Earl of Ulfter, from his complexion, commonly caUed The :.Red 
Earl. This nobleman, the firfi for pofreffions and power' in the 
kingdom, after moft magnificently entertaining the parliament of 
Ireland in Kilkenny, in I3.26, retired to the abbey of Atham:l, in the 
county of Tippera);y 

THIS caftle was farge and {trong, flanked by fix round towers, 

the top "f the higheft fifty-three feet. from the ground. The wa:lls 
are nine feet thick, and {cern to have had a gallery or covered
way all round. On the top is a parapet of two feet thick, and a 
foot.way round. The entrance was defended by out-works, a few 
vefliges of which remain. The inude is a large area- or bawn, fo 
that the garrifon muft have dwelt in the towers. 

TilE caftle of Bally mote and Sligo being in the hands of the Iriib, 
much impeded the reduction of Conn aught ; but Ireton joining with 

VOL.!. H Sir 
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Sir Charles Coote, who was the fc ul of the army, reo took them in 

1652 • 
T n I S View, which re refents the fouth-weft a(peCl', was drawn 

by Licute"ant Daniel Grofe, anno 1791. 

(PLA'l1E II. ) THU View, which reprefents the fouth-edt a peet, 
was drawn by T. Cocking, anno 1791. . 

Q'GARA'S CASTLE .. 
, 

A.t11LDING ~f confi~erable firength and extent, conftruaed by 
of the OIGaras, which family were antient barons of Knocmore, 

is c~unty, and alfo founders of the Dominican Monaftery of 
·~~l:Qore. 

iew was drawn by T. Cocking, anno 179 I . 

MEEMLEEK CASTLE. 

illS caftle is utaated in the midfi of bogs, and very difficult CJf 
11 • Part of a {quare tower alone remains. 
JI~s View, -which rcprefents the {outh afpect, was drawn by 

• Cocking, Ann 179 I • 

CHURCH, IN CHURCH ISLAND. 

d is ufually called Innifmore, and is fituated in Lough 
and barony of Carbury. Col&an fays, St. Loman founded a _ 

urch here in the time of Columba. Whatever the tradition may 
s certainly one of the old dbbJithments of the Culd'ees, 

__ ., oftility to Romifu tenets and innovations made the writers ,,,.11 to them deprive them of the ho~our to which their learn-
ing, {anctity, and zeal had jufi: c1aiav 
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IN the year r.p6 the abbey was ddl:royed by an accidental fire, 
in, which the annals of the four mafters mention. fome valuable MSS. 
of O'Curnin were deftroyed. He was a religious of that church. 
The ine is about two miles long, and in fome places half a mile 
broad; the abbey is at the eaft end of it, and in former ages was 
the burial-place of the parifu of Caley. In.a rock near the dOOl' 
of the church is a cavity, -called our Lady's Bed, iAto which p~g
nant women go, an$! turn thrice round, which they believe preJ 

vents their dying in labour; at the fame time they repeat certain 
prayers. Both rock and church are now covered with ivy. 

THE church is an oblong, with a few loophole windows, which 
moll: of the very old Culdean edifices have. There is a reeds I\t 
one end, lighted by a fimilar window. The door has fome rude 
carving like dentils. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

ROBLEE CASTLE 

STANDS on the thore of the Atlantic Ocean, in the barony of 
Tyreragh. It is but of indifferent workmanfhip, the frone blaok. 
The caftle was larger than it now ,appears; the part which remains 
has frairs, in the thicknefs of the walls, all round, and is near a 
rivulet. Tradition fays, there was a weir here to catch falmon, the 
door of which had a bell communicating with the kitchen, by which 
they were apprized when a fith was fecured. 

THIS View was taken from n original drawing by Blgari, in the 
collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

ABBEY 



ATII ENR was formerly 'an han.dto.me town, {urtouwlod ~ wall' 
by KinGS' John in J.ll Meylcr de' Bermingham, fccond baron of 
At}\eRry, granted 1a d bu' a Dominican monaftery on, aDd 011l! 

hundred tmd {ixty k St. Dominick, it is faid, writ to Ber
mingham fot this pa f~t and a noble fabricl was ercaed in I Z4 L 

"Ibrence O'Flio, • rclibUbop of Tuum, Thomas O'Kelly, Bifhop of 
Clonfert, W nlter, Earl of UHler, William do Burgh, and others, 

,were great benefad:ors to tbis church. 
hi' 1400 Pope Boniface IX. granted a bull of indulgence to thofe 

ho viuted and. contributed to the repairs and prefervation of this 
monaftery. An accidental fire having .confumed the church in 
1+23, Pope Martin . iffued another bull for its reparation, and 
in 1427 William Ryedymer and Richard Golber, and other Do-

l'nlcans, having reprefented unto the faid Pope Martin, that there 
was a want of religious men to inftrua .the natives in the Catholic 
faith, petitioned him for licence to found two chapels or orato
ries, with a belfry, bell, cemetery, houfe, cloifiers and other of

~e$ (cum campa1li/i, campatu" cameterio, domo, claz!ftro & aliis. qffi
ciniis). Where thde c apcl w re built is not well known, but it 
~ fuppofed they ere at Tombeo-la, t the' head of Roundftown 
bay, in tht: barony. of. .B.aI!5nah,inch, and at Ballindown, in be 
county qf Sljgo. 

FuPE &g DC IV. i t44~, renewed the bull of Pope Martin for 
the repairs of the church, at bieh time it had thirty monks; and 
~n' 1644 it was erea d ip an Uw.v fit, (J/udilltn generate), ~ ith 
fou~ others fOf t 1>0 . '~11 order, by order of a general chapter 
held at Rome. 

TUE little dependance to be placed on Monkiili ill(criptions and 
antiquities, when the honour or interefi: of their order is concerned, 
'Will evident1y appear from the following certificate: • 

H WE, the underwritten, do, by thefe prefent , tefiify to our pof
terity and future ages, that we faw and read with our eyes this 

infcription, 





COUNTY OF GALWAY . 

.infcription, placed over the door of the refeClory of Dominicans, 

of Athenry.--Cal'olus mot IUS rubrte mefierifcc:it:--As time will 
era~e thefe letters, we have given this tefiimony this 24th day of 
OClober J 725. 

Thomas Power D aly, of CarrownokeHy, Erg. 
Dennis Daly, of Frenchbrook, co. Mayo, counfdlor at law. 
Peter Daly, of Quan1.bury, co. Galway, counfellor at law. 

James Browne, 1 
Andrew Semper, Athr.nry. 

Andrew Browne, . 
Michael Berny, deputy portrieve of Atbenry. 
R. P. Fr. Raymundus de Burgo. 
R. P. Fr. Augufiinus de Burgo." 

W I'1'HOUT doubt, thefe refpecrable perfons faw what they tefri
fied, but the infcription is a palpable forgery, and allowed to be 
fuch by the hifroriographer of the Dom1nican order. "For," fay 
he, "how could Cathal Crovderg, the perron alluded to, who was 
titular King of Connaught, and died in J 224, caufe this refeClory t()i 

be made in 124 I, the true time of its building." 
TUE cemetery of this monafrery was a great place of interment:. 

in it were laid the de Burghs, M'Davocs, O'Heynes, Killikellies, 
.l'v1oghans, Brownes, Lynches, CaImans and Dalies. 

IN the 16th Elizabeth this monafrery, with its appurtenances, 
thirty acres of land in Athenry, and twelve in the town of Ballin
dana, were granted for ever, in capite, to the portrieve and burgeifes 
of the town of Athenry, at the yearly rent of .26s. 4d. Irifh money. 

THE remains of this monafrery ihow it to have been a noble, ex

tenfive pile; part of them arc converted into barracks, and the 
barrack-yard was the ground where the cloifrers frood. The tower
is unequal, the lower being larger than the upper part. The 

eafrern window is in a good fryle. 
TIl J 5 View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 

collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

CA8TLE-
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CASTLETOWN CASTLE. 

F AOM the ruin. of this ftructure, it appears to have been ycry 

confiderable formerly, though fituated . in a part little noticed; the 
founder or time of building i!l not known. It ftands about {even
teen miles fouth of Galway, and was ftrongly fortified. A large 
area before it, has been inclofed with a rampart of great breadth 

and thicknefs. Two {hong towers and a portcullis guard the en
trance. Large mafi"es of mafonry lying fcattered about prove the 

ftrength of the buil~'ng. ' 
ON one fide the caftle is waihe"d by a river, which finks into a 

c4vern fome hundreds of paces below it. It is remarkable, that 
this river, in the courfe of a few miles, lofes itfelf five different times 
before it mixes its waters with a lake. 

THERE L a tradition, tbat this cafiJe had been founded by a 

cbieftain, named M'Raymond, who r~ndered himfelf odious to his 

~a{fals by every fpecics of tyranny and oppreffion. A few years 
tince fome labourers employed in ereCting a wall, about a quarter 
of a mile weft of the cafiJe, difcovered the remains of an iron 

gi bet, on 'Yhich he is faid to have execllted the unhappy objects 
of hi rcfentment. Within the caftle are forne fouterreins. A de

tachment of Cromwell's army. in the middle of the la~ century, 
took this fortrefs, and, after putting the garrifon to the fword, 
burned it, fince which it has been {uffered to decay. 

BBEY 

north o· Tuam, in the town ot the fame name. Tra

dition afcribes the contIruClion to ~hc lords of Athenry. An early; 

religious foundatioll as made here. as it is faid, by St. Patrick, 
which was called k Pbadruig, and St. FuUartach was ap
pointed biihop of it. A friary of Auftin hermits was conftructed 

on 




