






COUNTY OF GALWA Y. -
on the {:ite of the old abbey by Walter de Bermingham, Lord 
Athenry, In the year 14ZS. 

THE ground being level and no ruins, the extent cannot be 
traced, what remains are here exhibited. The market-place wa 
part of the abbey, and fo is the prefent parifh church. Henry 
Mo{f0PJ the celebrated actor, 'was born here, his father being reClor 
of Dunmore. 

THIS view was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, m 
the collection of the Right Honourable vVilliam Conyngham. 

:. CLARE GALWAY ABBEY 

Is five miles north-eafl: of Galway, on a fmall river which falls 
into Lough Corrib. John de Cogan, in 1~90' here built a mo
naftery for Francifcans. Ware, in his account of the bifhops of 
Tuam, informs u's, that Philip Ie Blond, archdeacon of Tuam, by 
directions of William de Bermingham, archbifhop of that fee, in 
1296, carried away the mitre, pafroral ftaff, and other pontificalia 
of the bifhop of Enaghrlune, which had been depofited in the con
vent of the friars of Clare Galway for {afe cull:ody, until the creation 
of a new billiop. Gilbert, a Francifcan, who was con{ecrated to 
the fee of Enaghdune contrary to the will of the archbifhop, com
plained to the pope of the injury done him. 

IN 1368 Thomas Lord Athenry granted lands contiguous to the 
town, for purchafing bread, wine, and wax for the church.-The 
high tower in the middle of the church is erected on arches, and 
the chapel is the RomiOl mafs-houfe. 

Tun View, which reprefents the fouth-weft afpect, was drawtl. 

by Licutcnant Danid Grofe, June H, 1792. 

CLADAGH 
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CLADAGH CASTLE. 

THIS is four miles from Dunmore; it is a {quare tower a}ld well 

built. 
TlIIS View was taken from an origiI)al dtawing by Bigari, in the 

collection of the Right, Honourable William Conyngham. 

TU AM ABBEY. , 

THE rudiments of a town and religious foundation were firfr latd 

by St. Jarlath here in the {lXth century. This faint, if we believe 

, our hagiographers, had divine gifts befrowed on him fufficient to 

attrad crowds and people a def~rt. He ~ad a· prophetic {pirit, was 

conftant in prayer, and every night made three hundred genu
flexions, and as many every day. His miracles were numerous and 
wonderful. 

ST. BRENDAN defired him to go towards the eafi, "and where 
the wheels of your carriage-break down, there, " fays he, "confrru8: 

a monafrery." Evety thing .happened a St. Brendan predicted; and 
the place, as Colgan informs II , obtained tbe name of Tuaim de 

Gualand. He had alar e feminary of Jl){)nks, over horn he long 
pIefided: af eI his death they erected a fmall ohapel, wherein they 

depofited his bones, and it was called Teampul no, Scri1z, or the 
I 

church of the ihri,ne, a,lld hi feftival is celebrated every 6th of June. 
TIle cathedral was a1fo dedicated to him. 

Tl,IE acconnts ot' his abbey are very defeCtive; but three abbot 

being mentioned, the laft living about 879- 1n tPe town of Tuam 
s the ptiQry of Sf. John, erected about I 140, by TurloghO~Conor, 

king of Ireland; .{nd, a Prem nftratenfum abbey, fOWlded in the reign 
of Henry III. Of the ruins c;>f this a view is hae given. 1n the 
~oth Elizabeth this monaftcry, with its poffeffions, together with 
the abbey of Mayv, were granted to the burgeffes and commonalty 
of Athenry. . 

TnI View was taken from an original <hawing by Lieutenant 

Dania!. G coft, I 792. 
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KILCONNEL A BE 

THIS is feve~ miles weft Iynafloe. St. Conal, the founde of 
n abbey here, was coeval with t. Patrick; but it feems the former 

had ordained Come improper perCon 1 and had, befides, difobliged St. 
Attrada, his relation, hom he would not Cuffer to have a nunnery 
near his church, that both faints curfed his eftablifilment, and it was 
of thort duration. 

WILLIAM O'KELLY, in 400, ereaed a houfe herCf for Francif
callS. He died in 1420, and the monafrery was reformed by Ma
l~cby, William's [on, in 1460 On the acceffion of James I. to the 
tbron~, and on the [uppofition that the king was well inclined to the 
Roman Catholic religion moft of the religious houfes which were 
not too ruinous, were repaired, and had divine fervice performed in 
them by monks and friars. Kilconnel abbey was not neglected on 
t11is occafion. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
oUeaion of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

BERMINGHAl\I ·CASTLE 

TANDS in the town of Ath The family of Bermingham was 
early fcttlcd in Connaught, and e no mean affifrants in aiding 
the Englifh in fubduing it. This ftle, as was ufual, was con· 
ftruCled to fecure hi$ ppfi"e6ioDs, by Pierce de Berm~ngham, in the 
reign of King Johu, was {ummoned to parliament, and 
had · a grant of .0 year, payable Qut of the exchequer of 
Dublin, for his (u eking's fervice. 

T 1. S Came has been much altered by years and various poffef .. 
fop from what it originally was. It now confifrs of a {quare tower, 
well built, of browniih fione, {tanding in ~ large area, furrounded 
by a wall of irregular figure, compofing a fort of hexagon, flanked 
on one fide by two towers. There is a projeCtion at the entrance, 
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and a walk and parapet on the wall, in which o~e embrafure i 
vifible, and probably there were more, which are now overgrown 
with ivy. 

THI s View was taken from an original drawing by Bigari, in th 
colleCtion of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

ARDFINNAN CASTLE 

Is one of the cames ereCted by King John in 1184, who achieved 
nothing morc', during a fiay of eight months in this ille, than c.on-
1hutling three of thefe fortrdfes. The fituation chofen for this 
came was bold and piCturefque, being an high rock, overlooking 
the ,river SUlf: the objeCt of tht: brft Englifh {ettlers was to fecure 
tbcmfelves from the native, and the moft inacceffible places wer~ 
{eleeled. ' 

DFUUiAN was an antient town before the arrival of the En
glith, for in 1178, .it had Q religious houfe, n~med Drui11l-abhradb, 
which thef plundered and burnt, This after became an abbey of 
regular canons and was placed under the invocation of St. Finan, 
from whence it derived it prefent name of Ard-F inane It is feven 
miles fouth-weft of Clonmell. Over the river Suir here is a bridge 
of 14 archei. Beyond this bridge is a hill, on which Cromwell 
planted hi~ cannon to batter the ca e: The breach he made is now 
1hown, and the following fiory : When the place was befieged 
by Oliver, Ii butcher was wi.hin the walls, who, while the fiege 
lafted, could never be prevailed on to come out of the room where 
he had placed himfelf; but when the breach was made. and the 
»ldiers began to ftorm, he took up an handfpike, and defended' the 

h almoft alone for fome time; but finding none to fecond him, 
tired . unhurt. When the caftJe furrendered he was aiked, 
he would not come to the walls before the breach was made? 

I did not mind what was doing on the 
r their coming into the houfe," as he 
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TRDE is an high aCcent all round the cafrle; tho gate ia ruu 
ftanding, and moa par~ of the walls; the infule is a ruin, only part 
of the roof of one. of the rooms remain". 

THIS View was taken from an orIginal drawing by Anthony 
Chearnley. in the colle8:ion of the . Right Honourablo William 
Conyngham. 

ABBEY OF HOLY CROSS, 

/1 CELE!JRATED Cifl:ertian abbey~ on the river Snir, two miles {outh .. 
weft of Thurl s. Donogh Carbragh O'Brien, King of Limerick, 
founded an abbey here, in honour of the Holy Crofs, St. Mary, and 
St. Benedict There is a tradition, delivered by O'Halloran, in his 
introdu8ion to the II Hifrory and Antiquitles of Ireland," that Pope 

. Pafcal IT. about I I 10, fent a piece of the crofs to Murtogh, Mo
narch of Ireland, covered with gold and fet with precious ftO[)cs.
This, like rooft other traditions, is a monkiili fid:ion ; . for the in .. 
du'fi:riollS Mr. Archdall, who has given a good account of this ,bbey" 
~ould find in his re{earches no traces of it. 

HOWEVER, in confequence of this, or fome equally-mitaculous 
tale, the church acquired numerous benefa8:ions and very large pro
perty. King John, in 1186, confirmed King Donogh's grolnt , and 
ordered that the abbey fhould enjoy all chartered liberties and free
doms. This appears by the following . record, 20 Edward It A. D. 
J320 : 

" EDW A.~D, by the grace of God, King of England; Lord o( lrc,-
land, Duk~ of Aqu~tain, to all to whom thefe prefe~t5 fuall come, 
Greeting. Know ye, That brother Thomas, abbot of t1)c church of 
Mary of the Holy Croll, near C.athel, came into Our Chancery of 
Ireland the day after the feaft of Michael the Atchangel, in the 
Ilth year of Our reign, at Cathel, and exhibited in Our faid Chan
cery a <:ertain charter, not cancelled, nor in any refpeet vitiated, 
under the feRl of John, formerly Lord of Ireland' and Earl of Mor

ton, in theft: words: 
f JOHN, Lord of Ireland and Earl of Morton, to all jufi:ices, ba 

I .2 Irons, 



68 lJNTY OF TIPPERARY. 

t rons, &c. as wen French as Englifh, Welfh and Irifh, and all oth~r 
I liege m n of Ireland, Greetiug. Know ye, That, for the love of 
, God, and for the falvation of my own, and the f6uls of my prede
I ceifors and fucceifors, .1 ha-ve granted and given, and by thefe 
, prefents do grant and give, to God and the bleifed Mary of the 
, Holy Crofs, and to the Cifl:ertian monks ferving. God there, in free, 
r pure, and perpetual alms, the under-written lands, as fully and 
, freely as Domuald O'Brien, King of Lymbrick, gave and granted, 
, and by his charter confirmed, to the Cifl:ertian monks of the Holy 
, Crofs; to wit: Kclkaterlamunu, Ballydubal, Ballyidugin, BalIy
, girryr, BallYljllyolctobin, and Ballytheloth, Gardath, Ballafchelagh, 
I BaHythougal et Ithologin. Thefe lands I have given for the fal
I vation of my foul, anti thofe of my predecdfors and {ucceifors, and 
I for the foul uf my foldiers who lie there. To enjoy peaceably, 
, with all liberties and free cufl:oms, without any fecular exactions, 
I in fields, ways, forefrs, fifheries, &c. I have alfo . granted, that 
~ they fhall be free from all mulcts in My courts, for what caufe fo
t ever they 1hall be amerced, and alfo free of all toll whatever; they 
( fhall fell or buy, for their own ufe, throughout My land of Nor
e mandy, England, Wales, and Ireland; and that their lands be not 
( put in plevlne. Witneifes, A. biihop of ems; John de CouTey, 
, de Angulo, Riddel, chancellor; and David of Wale ." 

THR (i.E abbots of this church, between 1186 and 1.207, added the 
c1oifl:er. William O'Dwyer was the laft abbot; he was ftiled Earl 
of Holy Crofs; he was a Lord of Parliament, and Vicar General of 
the Cifrertian order in Ireland. 'fhe 5th of Elizabeth, this abbey 
and its large poffeffions were granted to Gerald, Earl of Ormond, in 
capite, at the annual rent of 151. lOS. 4d. 

THE abbey of Holy erof! preferved its reputation for the miracles 
performed by the holy relique there depofited long after the Refor
mation. The fuperfiitious veneration of it by the Irifh, is mentioned 
in the Sydney State Papers. In 1579 one 0f the Defmond family 
made a pilgrimage there; and in I600 O'Neil, under pretence df 

fimilar devotion, made a journey into Munfi:er, to confer with the 
fuggan Earl of Defmond. 

TJlIS 
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THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Barralet, in 
the collection o( the Right Honourable William Conyngham; and 
is the frontifpiece to this volume. 

(PLATE II.) THIS abbey has always been confidered as the bell: 
built in the kingdom, but this is a mifiake; the fieeplc and chapels 
are highly finifhed; but the nave, aifles, and other part) cry in· 
differently executed. The fiecple is lofty and nearly (qllare, and fup
ported by a beautiful Gothic arch. At the eafr fide is a fmall chapel, 
.2 J feet in breadth and .24 in length; the roof is arched, and fuP'" 
ported by ogives from the fides and angl~s. On the fouth fide is a 
Gothic tomb, fuppofed to bt! that of the founder, but without in
{cription. Tradition fays this is the tomb of the Good Woman who 
brought the holy rdique hither. The nave is forty-nine feet broad 
and fifty-eight long; on each fide is an arcade of , four arches, with 
lateral aifles. 

ON the {outh fide of the choir are two chapels, each about ten 
feet {quare; between thefe arc a double row of Gothic arche , fup
ported by twifted pillars; here' the monks Were waked: and on the 
north fide are two other chapels. The whole i a laboured pile, and 
is at prefent a magnificent ruin. 

THIS reprefents a general View of the abbey, and was taken from 
an original drawing by Barralet, in. the collection of the Right 
Honourable William Conyngham. 

Is about three miles north-eaft <J£ Holy Crob. antiently 
~t1ed Durlas O'Fogarty; and, fo early as the te ccptury, was 
remarkable for a great defeat of the Danes by the In J 3~8 
James Butler was created Earl of Ormond, and conftituted 
Lord Palatine of the coun ippc:rary A other caftles, 
he built this of Thurles; and in 1 S35 one of his defcendants was 
created Lord Vifcount Thurles. 

BEFORE 
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BEFORE this a caftle had been ered:ed there by fome f1f the 
Engliih; for, in I.208, Hugh de Lacy, Lord Deputy, upon fome 
infurre8:ion in Munfter, marched into Tipperary, and took from 

, Geoffry Morifon, or Mac Moris, the caft]o of Thurles. It was 
ftrongly garrifoned in the civil war, but was taken and demolifued 
by the Parliament's forces; fince which it has gone to decay; how- ' 
ever, enough remains to fhew it was formerly a place' of confiderable 

flrength. 
THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Barralet, m 

the colled:ion of the Right Hon. William Conyngham. 

ILCOOLY ABBEY. 

CrS1.'ERTIAN abbey was founded here by Donogh Carbragh O'Brien, 

'A. D. uoo, and dedicated to the ViI."gin Mary. It is fituated eight 
miles eaft ofThurles. 'Thomas Shortall was the laft abbot, to whom 
a penfion was granted, on his furrender, in 1539, of S1. 

'fUI church. like the others belonging to this order, was a noble 
building; what is now to be feen proves it to have been, in point 
of architecture, inferior to few other fabricks. The monks were 
rich, and had eight acres within the precin8:s of the abbey, on which 
t hey had every comfortable and necdTary building. They poffeffed a 
thoufand acres of land, the re8:ory of Kilcooly, the re8:ories of Bal
lylackin and Heifh ; all hich, with other immenfe ecclefiaftical 
property, was gran tb Thomas, Earl of Ormond. 

Ta IS View from an original drawing by Bigari, in the 
collection of the Bight outable William Conyngham. 

CASl'LE-
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