


COUN,TY OF TIPPER RY. 

CASTLE OF THE KNIGHTS 'rEMPLARS. IN 
'rnUR ES. 

THIS came is afcribed to this military order on no better authority 
than that of tradition. Mr. Archdall mentions this came as be­
longing to the Knights of St. John of Jerufalcm, .but couid find no 
record to throw the fmalleft light on the time of its ereCtion, or it 
{ubfequent poffdfors. 

TH IS View was taken from an original drawjng by Barralet, in. 
the collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

C!1STLE OF ROSCREA. 

Tins is a large inland trading town, in the barony of Kerrin. The 
Danes received here a great defeat in the tenth century. Hoping 
to furprife the Irifh, who affembled at a celebrated fair held here 
annually on the feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, and to acquire 
vaft plunder, their enterprifing General. OHin, made a fortie from 
the garrifon of Limerick, but without fuccefs j the Irifh were 
armed; what they wanted in difcipline, they made up in numbers; 
the Danes were routed, and a great llaughter enfued. 

IN II 70, Donald More, King of Munfter, had feveral engage­
men~s with Roderic O'Connor, King of Connaught, in which the 
former was . affifted by a party of Englifh adventurers under Robert 
Fitz Stephen. This was the firft introduCtion of the Englifh into 
Munfter. Murtogh, who fucceeded his father Donal in the prin­
cipality of North Munfter, befiowed lands on the Englifu, and in . 
J.2 J 3 they built the caftle of Rofcrea. This was- a very {hong for­
trers, and ferved to defend Leinfter from the incumons of the 
Momonians. 

THIS View was taken from an original drawing by Fifuer, in the 
collection of the Right Honourable William Conyngham. 

CATHEDRAL 
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CATHEDRAL AND CHAP~L, AT CASHEL. 

~ock of Caihel is confiderably elevated, and in uncivilized 

, ages was a place of great frrength. As fuch it was chofen 'for the 

refidence of the princes of North Munfter, wh.o had a palace here, 
and 'received inauguration on' a frone feat or a chair; a praCtice in­

troducea by the Belgic colonies, and adopted 'by the lrifh; O'Neil, 
j.n UHler, having {uch a chair at Tallaghoge, and ~anus O'Donel, 
Lord of Tyrconnel, being folemnly enthroned on a rock near Kil· 

macreenan church, in 1537. The rock of Cafhel was furrounded 
by a ftrong high wall, and during the reign of rnonachifrn was a fit 
rcfidcnce for afcetic;s. Cormac's chapel was the firfi: building of 

. )im~ nd frone on it, and was a crypt for the bones of the patron, 
commonly efteerned to be C~rmac MICuillenan, Bifhop of Ca!hel, 
and King of Munfrer; a warlike ecclefiaftic, who meafured his 
f word frequently with the other Irifh princes, but at length fell on 

the! plain of Moyailbhe, A. D. 908. 
'{'lIE time certainly agrees very well with the period in which out 

C1'yptS and round towers w'ere ~onftruCted~ and this church is un­
doubtedly one of the rnoft 'cu-rious fabrtcks in this kingdom. Other 

crypts arc finall-: but_ on the outfide fifty-three feet long, and 
t'he breadth \ ithin eighteen. It is divided into a nave and choir; 
the latter narrowing in breadth, and feparated from the former by 
a wide arch, nine fcet broad. This 'Crypt is a'rched, and the co1umns 
1upporting it are !hort and m~ffy. Over 'one of the doors is an 
archer mounted on fome idealquooruped. Under the altar the ca-

. nonized bon s of St. Cormac are fuppofed to be laid. 
IN 1134 the cathedral church was erecred; but in thirty five years 

after it was ;built hy Donald O'Brien, King of Limerick; when 
Cormac's chapel was ufcd as a chapter-houfe, being on the fouth 
H of the . This church was a good firuCl:ure, for it wanted 

but little repa ill the time of Archbifhop · O'Hedia~, two hundred 
years after, ho modernized the whole. .Archbifhop Price, about 
half a century ago, thought proper to unroof this venerable edifice, . 

and 
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and thereby precipitated its ruin . The principal monument in the 
cathedral is that of Miler Magrath, who was made Archbilliop of . 
Callie! in 1 Sic. ' It is on an ,high bafis, on the fouth fide of the 
choir, between the epifcopal throne and the altar, on which is his 
effigies in fione, In high relief. He has hi mitre on his head and 
his pafioral fiaff in his hand. On one fide of his head is carved the 
image of an angel, and on the other fide was the fame. Above 
his head are his arms, and at his feet the image of Chrifi on the 
crofs; over which are the letters I. N. R. 1. At his right elbow i 
St. Patrick, and on a plate is this epitaph, written by himfelf: 

Miler' Magrath Archiepifcopi Cafhelienfis ad 
viatorem, Carmen. 

Venerat in Dunum primo fanctiffimus olim 
Patrieius, noftri gloria' magna folio 

Huic ego fuceedens, utinam tam fanctus ut ille, 
Sic Duni primo tempore Prrefu] cram. 

Anglia, Iu·ara decem fed pofi tua fceptra coJebam, 
Principibus placui, MaFte tonante, tuis. 

Hie ubi fum pofitus, non fum, fum ubi non fum; 
Sum nec in ambobus, fum fed utroque loco. 1621. 

Dominus eft qui me judicat. I. Cor. 4. 
Qui fiat, caveal ne eadat. 

UNDERNEATH, on the verge of the monument, is the name of 
the arehiteB:-

Patrie us Kearin fecerat illud opus. 

~Hl& View was taken from an original drawing by Dr. Wynne. 
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Ll LAGHTIN ABBEY 

ia the barony of lraghticonnor. t. LaCtan, to whom chis­
ch w'a!> dedicated, was the companion and difciple of St. FurCey, 

and. Rourifued' in the 7th century, His memory was revived by 
0' onnor, Prince of Kerry, who founded here a monaftery for 
Obkrvantinc Francifcans, in 1464. At the diffolution, this friary 
was granted in fee to James Scolls, at the yearly rent of 31. 16s. d. 
He aligned hi intercft to Thomas Law ; but they negletting to pay 
the rent, the premife were feized by the crown, being twelve acres 
of arable land, and the collettor of the county not bing able to let 
the land for the yearly value of the rent, the premifes became 
greatly in arrear, W i"c {eL up to auttion, al d old for forty fhillings 
per oltnUm. The lcafc being ' xpired, Henry Rofe, of the city of 
Dublin, ha ing lands contiguous, propofed to give four pounds a 
year for it, and had a leafe of ninety-nine years made to him, at 
that rent. .The' fteeple;. choir, and other parts of the building may 

frill be feen. 

H ABBE , , U TY OF LO CE'ORD. 

18 church is commonly fiiled the abbey of Laneiborough, 

t~ugh no {uch monaftic foundation appear in our monafticon or 
records. It frand at [mall difl:ance, fj uth-eall, from the town, 
and about fOQr hundred yard from the riv r Shannon, which at 
the to )'l di ides the 'countie of of common and Longford, a ~eIl 
as the provinces of Leinftcr and Connaught. 

TIIEI E arc but Ii remains of. the original building now to be 
feen: the belfry is fi ndmg, and part of the wall of the chapel, 

hich fome time ago ere roofed, and nt pre[ent [erve [or a 

~hurch. 

TilE to n "ave the title of vifcount to the noble family of Lane, 
as 
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us it does now that of earl to Butl r. It is a borough, r turning 
two member to parliament; the patronage i in the Dillon family. 

THIS View, which reprefents the fouth-weft afpea, was drawn b 
T. Cocking, anno 1791. 

c. RLO'V C TLB. 

CARLOW IS a handfome inland town, fented on the Barrow; it 
carries on a confiderable trade in coal amI a conrfe w 11 n manu­
facture; and owell it beginning t the caftle erected there, A. D. 
1180, by Lord J uftice Lacy. n of the Engliili dv nturers 
feemed to have ,entered fo much into the defigns of hi fovcreign in 
confrructing fortr ffes to {ecure the Englifh poffeffion ,a Lacy. 
He completely caftellated the province of rv1t:ath, a iraldu 
Cambrenfi informs us, and he bu'ilt feven large caftle in Kildar 
and the neighbouring counties. 

THE Englifh with difficuJ y 'retained their remote forts, and an or ... 
der appears in our records of the 37th Edward 1Il.-" Pro barrio 
amovmdo a Catlurlogh 1fIque ad Dllblin"--For remo ing the barrier 
from Carlow to Dublin; that is, the pale was. given up on that 
fide, the officers of juftice and the inhabitants were withdrawn. 

IN 1494 the earl of Kildare was attainted for correfponding with 
O'Hanlon. a rebel, for extorting Coyn and Livery, and for feiting 
the caftle of Carlow: ho ever, it feems to have continued in the 
family; for TI:lOmas Fitz Gerald, fon of the Earl of Kildare, held it 
in 1534. Robert Hartpole wa Governor of it in 1577; he {allied 
out with part of the garrifon in purfuit of O'More, wh was pillaging 
the country; and coming up with h,i party, he llew many of them. 
I n 1604 Donogh, the fourth Earl of Thomond, and hi fecond fon, 
were appointed confiabJes of the came of Carlow for life. 

AT the beginnin of the rebellion, the lrifh bcficgcd Cadow. 
Part of the Earl of Ormond's army, under the co.mmand f Sir 
Patrick Wemys, '\ as fent, in J.64Z, to relieve it; on their approach 

K Z the 
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the rebels, though 700 {hong, burnt the town and fled; but with 
the lofs of 50 men killed in the purfuit. Th'e caftle was fuccoured, 
and in it soo Englifh nlmoft ftarved. After this the rebels poiTclfed 
tbemfelves of it; but in 1650 it was blocked up by Ireton, and fur­
rendered; 1ince which it has been {uffered to decay'. 

IT is a very ftrong, noble fortrefs,. 1ituated on a {mall eminence 
over the river Barr<:>~, on the ' weft fide of the town; the anl!les 
are defended 'by round towers, and the walls almoft entire. As 

the circumference is occupied by cabins, which form part of the 
{uburbs, it is impoffible to trace its outworks. The view from its 
tQP i enchanting, the country being rich a.nd well wooded on each 
fide of the river for fottie miles. 

Tuts View, which rcprefcnts the fouth-weft afpect, was, drawn 
by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, anno U9~. 

CLQNMORE CASTLE. 

THIS is a {quare came, the Couth and north fides of which are 

defended by towers. The walls are of great thicknefs, but faft 
haftening to decay. Ivy cover~ the breaches in the walls, and the 
windows are quite· in ruins. It feetIls to have been ftrongly pro-
ted:ed by a wet ditch which furrounds it. _ 

THIS View, which rcprcfents the infule of the cafrle, was dr wn 
by Lieutenant l)an,el Grofe, anno 1792,. 

(PLATE II.) TsIS View, which reprefents the north-edt afpect 
of the caftle, was drawn by Lieutenant Daniel Grofe, an no 1792. 

MORETT 
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MORETI CA TLE. 

MORET'll Cafile is about five miles eafr of M:lryborough~ ncar 

the hi~h road leading from Dublin to that town. It is one of thofe 
cafrel1ated noufes which, in rude and perturbed times, .were neceffary 
for fecurity from danger. It is on a {mall rHing ground, with a 
flack of cbimnies in each fide wall and gable end. What the in­
ternal arrangement of the rooms was cannot be conjetl:ur d, as no 
remains of them cxifr. A turret, fupported by confoles, is at on 
angle. About two hundred yards to the {outh is a {mall building, 
perhap a chapel; betwc:.en this and the cafrle a rivulet run 
through 'a valley . 
. TIlE earls of Kildare were formerly the fcourgcs of the O'!vIore 
of Leix, who for centuries haraffed the Englifh pal. The 1 ttcr 
loft mofr af their poffeffions. and among other th :s of Morett. In 
1585. we find the Earl of Kildare left his natur 1 fon, Gerald Fitz­
Gerald, the lands of Tymoge, Morett. and others, containing .2745 
acres; thefe remained in his family till they were forfeited in J641. 
However, in February 1660, they were granted to Robert itz­
Gerald, Efq. grandfather of James. duke of Leinfter, at the yearly 
rent of 361. 65. 3d. Englifh money. 

THEY are now the property of one of that name. 
THIS View, which reprefents the north-w '(1: afp of the cafrl , 

was drawn by Lie.utenant Daniel Glofe, anna 1792. 

LEA A TLE. · 

Tal$ i! a ftrong, well-built fortrcfi, c nfiruCl d by one 

itz-Gerald, then Lord of Ophaley. ' ~he de Burgos and ttl· 
dines quarrelling about fome land in Connaught, in 1264, a meet. 
ing of the parties as held at Caftledermot; when the Earl of 
Kildare feized .apella, the Lord Jufiic.e, the Red E r1 of UUter, 
Miles Cogan and others, and imprifoned them in his callIe of Ley. 

( ~~~ 



18 QUEEN's C OU NTY. 

A parliament [oon after met at Kilkenny, and they were ordered to 
be rcleafed. 

IN 1.284 this caftle was taken and burnt. Theobald Verdun, 

goi~g to r enge this injury, loft both his men and horfes , In 

130 7 the tories of Ophaley fet fire to the town 'of Ley, and be­

fiegt'd the came; but were difperfed by John Fitz Thomas Fitz 

Gerald and Edmund Ie Botilc:r. 

BRUCE, in his wild attempt to reduce Ireland, came to Ley, in 

13 15, and burnt the caftle and church. The O'D mpfies, antient 

proprietaries of thefe parts, got poffeffion of Ley, but it was taken 

from them in 13.29 by Lord J uftice Darcy. In J 345 the O'Mores 

burnt Ley. The cafile muft have received no injury, notwith­

fianding its change of mafiers, for in 1534 it was reckoned one 

of the fix. bdl caRIr. e10nging to lhe Earl of Kildare. The yea'r 

before the carl furnillied it with guns and ammunition out of the 

'king's fiorc!', though his majefiy exprcfsly commanded the contrary; 

as the Mafier of the Rolls told him in the prefence of the Billiop of 

Meath. 

I J 9? the g ntl men of the ueen' s ounty propofed to King 

William, that a number of foot and dragoon, fhould be fiationed in 

difFerent parts of the county, to proteCt it againfi rapparees; and par­
, ti ularly that ten footmen th uld be placed in Lea, which evince the 

afilc was then in repair. 
Tn E outworks to thi ~ rtrefs made it extremely difficult of aee (5, 

jf not impr gnable. , ct ditch, which could be readily fill d 

from tbe rir r arrow, def nded by a low batt! mented wall, i its 

ITfi def(;nc. It fccond line of circumvallation wa (!qually fhong; 

through thi the pn{fac:e is by a. port in a fquare tower, divided into 

apartment. Thi wa' the principal place of guard. The third 

line fllrrouod the body f the cafrle. and.i ilanked by r und 
tower. The out r ballium, fr m eafi to we{l:~ i 4IO fj t; and 

from north to outh, including the bawn, 350 in diameter. The 

inner balliu~, from north to fouth, i J 40; and rom eafr to w fl; 

I 0 feet. 
THE 
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Ttl E weft fide of the cafile ha been blown up, and huge m ffi 
of the tower lie mixt with broken arches and ftack of himnic . 
The infide (If the two remaining towers is di ided i: to four (quare 
apartment. and ne deeper. which was probably the prifon. Tbe 
fquare part of the came was built up n arch s. for the va­
cancy formed by the projedion of the Banking tower. i a wall of 
feven feet eight inch thick. which frretchc acrof,. nndj in the 
face of each angle. This protects the fide wall of th {quare. 
which were the weakeft part. The thicknefi of the tow r walls i 
twelve feet eight inch 5, and thofe of the prifon fo t mor • 
Stairs led to the interior parts; a few of thefe remain. 

T HE writer confeffes } Tcquir more k,nov ledge of military 
architedure than he poffdfes to do juftice to this amazingly thong 
and magnificerit 'firuCtur. r ts little hiftory before given, it 11 bi 
ruins and mouldering walls. now protec ed by the humble ivy 
demonftrate the viciffitude of human affairs: 

Lattdit ;tt hllmanis divinG potentja rebus, 
Et certam prtefillS 'U~ habet hora.foJem. 

Tn IS came is the pr perty of Hampden vans, Efc)'. of Portmnc, 
in the County of Dublin. 

TUIS View was taken from an original drawing by Dr. Wynne. 

CA TLE 0 ORA T "OW . 

illS caftle is fituated about two miles eafi: of Rathdowny, and is 

of a Singular conftruClion; It is a large round tower, erected at 
the bottom of a hill, and looks on a fpacious lake beneath. there 
are nt) eftiges of building wit which it was formerly connected. 
It feema to me to be one of the idi, or Norwegian round towers, 
mentioned by Giraldu Cambrenfis, and very eommon in cotland; 
wh re th y were gre tly multiplied by the fame people. Th~re IS 

another of them at Seikin, in the county of Kilkenny, ithin a m.ile 
of 



COUNTY OF KILDARE. 

of Ballyragget, and a third at Clomanty, near Frefhford, all of the 
fame {hape; and probably there are more, of which I have no in-

fo <"'~ A tound tower franding by itfelf, I fuould have 'con-
je to be intended as the entranc.e or angle of fome large 
caite, lfttctnlpted in its completion by fome unforefeen occurrence ; 
but e {o many of j:hofe infulated round cafrles appear, they 

o had another origin. They are certainly curious objeCts, 
4tIIIIIfHVCI farther examination . 

.... 1.A."'IITT8TOWN caille ts of confiderable thickneu in its walls, they 
are ttlemcnted and turretted;' it is in the centre of a well-wooded 
demefne, and fr.om the oppofite fide of the lake has an appear­
aOft beautifully piaurefque. It is the property of Peter La­
touebe, £fq. 

TUls View was drawn by, Liente ant Daniel G ofe, anno 1792. 

THIS was one of the eafrles bieh Lacy erected in Leinfter in 
I l 0, ~Illd is, like the reft of them, of great frrengtb. In 1414 

the O'l\1ores and O'Dempfies wafted the Englifh pale; to curb their 
outrag • Thomas Craw] y, Arcbbifuop of Dublin and Lord 
Jufticc, ret out from Dublin, but proceeded no farther than Cafrle­
derm9t; the tlOOpS went forward under military leaders, he re­
m · jog engaged in proccffions and prayers for their fuecefs. The 
. e t nf wercd hi, expcCtation# for the ,enemy were defeated with 

get llaughter at Kilkea. 
1 '42: the tirth E rl of Kildare. frrengthened Kilkea 

.with fo many orb, that he might be faid almofr to have new 
b l' t ri6ng ground, • and commands an ex-

riflo runs at a fmall diftance, and to 

"'D,rl"~".~' tbe ding place of tbe Kildare! and St. 

hich i behind thecaille, by an arch; 
by a round t er prC!ieCling froro the 

callie. 
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