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ADVERTISFMENT.

T HE principo@uEhgn of the fol-
lowing attempt, is to trace the
conduét, and inquire into the charac-
ter of Cicero.  For this purpofe the
prefent letters were preferred to thofe
which gre written to Atticus; as they
fbew the author of them in a greater
variety of connetions, and afford an
opportunity of confidering bim in al-
moft every poffible point of view.
This correfpondence includes a pe-
riod of about twemty years; com-
mencing immediately after Cicerd's

confulate, and ending a. few months
before his death.



ERRATA 1x rue FIRST VOLUME.

Pags 41. L 1. dele on truth,
62

2. ¥q. for calling to a divifion, read dividings
7.

I

]

L 23. for upo, rcﬂdﬁ'mz.

78 L 14. for ten add, véad then to add,
124. 1 1, for day, read daps.

145. 1. 12 for jou, read your.

171 Lo dle as.

132. L 7. dele bamptlf.

185. 1. 19. for to, read warh,

193. L 11, for accrdent, read encedents
200. 1 17. for u, read dath.

2¢7. L 13, for 7 1. oftun { do for bumy vead I often do,
231. i note, for Lev, read Liw.

258. L. 9. for oppou, read fupport.

259. 1 19, after 100, add a comma,

312 1. 3. for enemes, read enemy’s.

313. L 14 for arti, read arifues,

315. L 5. dele s,

357, | 4. after adtron, add avhich,

452. L 5. of the note, for failed, read fallied,
400. L 1. for bz, read the.
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LETTER 1L
To Pompry the Great: Imperator .

O UR letter to the {enate afforded in- A U.6g1.
expreflible fatisfallion, net only to my- —
{elf, but to the public 1n general : as the hopes

* Thefe letters are placed according to their fuppofed
dates : The reader will find at the end of cach oRP thefe
volumes, an mndex referiing to the order i which they ftand
i the common editions.

! The ttle of Imperatar during the tumes of the republc,
did not bear the leatt relation to that idea which 15 affixed
to it m modern language* but was merely honorary and
occafional. It was conferred on the Roman generals by the
acclamations of their army in the field, after fome fignal
advantage ganed by their courage and conduét : and it
vlzas immediatcly dropped agaw as foon as they entered into

vme.

Vor. 1. B it
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AU.6or. j¢ brought us of a peace, are agreeable to
thofe expefarions, which, in full confidence
of your fuperior abilities, I had always encou-
raged the world to entertzin ®. I muft acquaint
you however, that it entirely funk the fpirits
of that party, who from being formerly your
declared enemies, have lately become your pre-
tended friends : as it urterly difappointed their
moft fanguine hopes 3.

Notwithftanding the letter which you wrote
to me by the fame exprefs, difcovered but very
flight marks of your affetion ; yet I read it with
pleafure. The truth is, I am always abundant-

* Pompey was at this time carrying on the war in Afia
agamnft Mithiidates, king of Pontus: and zhe letter to which
Cucero alludes, probably brought an account of the progrefs
of the campaign, Maithridates was a wruel but brave prince,
who had given employment to the Roman arms for more
than forty years, Pompey, however, had the good for-
tune to complete what Sylla and Lucuilus, Lis predeceflors
in this command, were obliged to leave uafinithed : and he
not only defeated Mithridates, but annexed to the Roman
domunions all that part of Afia which is between the Red,
the Cafpiar, and the Arabian feas, Flor. in. .

3 It 15 doubtful to whom Cicero here alludes Some of
the commentators fuppofe that he points at Lucullus+ who,
as he had been recalled from the command in which
Pompey was now employed, would not, it may well be
imagined, be greatly pleafed with the fuccefs of bis rival,
Others think that he had Cefar in view : and what renders
this conjetture extremely probable is, that Czfar and Pom-
pey> who had been fong oppofites in politics, were now -
paremtly reconciled ; the (Pm-mer {for purpofes which fhalt
hereafter be explaned) falling in with that party who were
for conferring the higheft and moft unconftitutional honours
on the latter.

ly
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ly fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of having ex- A.U.6g1.
erted my beft offices towards my friends: and e
if they do not think proper to make me an equal
return, I am well eontented that the fuperiority
fhould remain on my fide. But if my utmoft
geal for your interefts, has not been fufficient to
unite you to mine; I doubt not that our co-ope-
rating together upon the fame patriot-principles,
will be the means of cementing us more ftrongly
hereafter. In the mean time, it would neither
be agreeable to the opennefs of my temper, nor
to the freedom of that mutval friendthip we
profefs, to conceal what I thought wanting in
your letter, I will acknowledge then, that the
public fervices I performed during my late con-
fulfhip, gave me reafon to expect from your at-
tachment both to myfelf and to the common-
wealth, that you would have fent me your
congratulations : and I am perfuaded you would
not have omitted them, but from a tendernefs
to certain perfons 4. Let me affure you however,

+ Cicerb was advanced to the confular office the year
before the dute of this letter; that is, An. Urb. 690. He
particalarly alludes to the part he atted during his ad-
muniftration, with regard- to the fupprefling of Catiline’s
eonfpiracy. [See rem. 6. p. 13. and rem. 6. p. 25. of this
wd/.]  And he had undoubtedly caufe to complain of Pom-
pey’> unexpetted coolnefs in the prefens inflance: the oc-
cafion of which feems to have been this, A very powerful

B2 that
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KUt6or. that what I have performed far the prefervation
of tﬁy country, has received the concurrent ap+
plaufes of the whole world. You will find when
you return hither, I conduced that important
fcene with fo much fpirit and policy, that you,
like another Scipio, tho’ far fuperior indeed to
that hero in glory, will not refufe to admit me,
like a fecond L#lius ®, and not much behind
him, I truft, in wildom, as the friend and

’

party was now forming againit Cicero by Cafar and Metellus
the tnbune - and Pompey was confidered as a proper per-
fon to fapport their dehions of deltroying the great autho-
rity which Cicero had latelv acquired. It s Lighly pro-
bable therefore from Pompey’s referve to our zuthor, that
he had received fome overtares of this fort : and as he was
jealous of every power that might obftruét his own, he
was by no means difpofed, it fhould feem, to advance Ci-
cero’s credit by graufyirg him wath thofe applaufes which
his conduét deferved.  Plur. in wit, Cucero.

$ Scipio Africanus the younger, to whom Cicero here
alludes, was conful in the year of Rome 6o5. as Lahus
was in the year 612. The fin& intimacy which {ubfifted
between thefe diftinguithed Romans, 15 celebrated by feve-
ral of the claffic writers . but Cicero has paid it the higheft
henours in his Dialogue upon friendfhsp. Scipio and La-
lins-wfed to retire together from the bufinefs of the flate, to
a villa fituated on the fea-fhoré near Laurentum ; where
thefe iluftrious friends did not think nt beneath their cha-
ratters o defcend to the humbleft recreatons. The wirsus
Sciprade et mutis faprennia Lal:, the heroifm of Scipio and
the wifdom of Lalus could unbend in gathering fhells and
pebbles on the coaft: and perhaps it 1z fome evidence of
their merit, that they were capable of being thus eafily
diverted. [I.efs virtuous minds generally have recourle to
more agitated relaxations, and are feldom entertained with-
out carTymg their paffions into their amufements.  Orat. pro
Muren. 36. Her, Sar. 4. 1. ver. 72, Cu, de orat. ii. 6.

affociate
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affociate of 'your private and public tranfaltions.
Farewel,

LETTER IL

Quintus Metellus Celer ®, Proconful : to Cicero.

S 1 perfuaded myfelf that our reconciliation

and friendfhip was mutually fincere, I ne-

ver imagined I thould have had occafion to
complain of being marked out in my abfence
as the obje& of your ridicule’. For the fame
reafon I was equally far from fuppofing that you
would have afted with fo much bitternefs
again{t my relation Metellus®, as to perfecute him

® Quintus Metellus Celer excrcifed the office of Prator,
the fame year that Cicero was conful. Two years after the
date of this letter, he was himfelf ele@ted to that fupreme
digmity . and Cicero fpeaks of his admimfiration with ap-
plaufe. He was at this time governor of Cifalpine Gaul.
Ad As. i 1,

7 The reader will find this explained by Cicero’s Anfwer
in the following letter.
_¥ The perfon here alluded to, is Quintus Metellus Cre-
cilius Nepos, at this time a tribune of the people. He had
lately attempted to procure a law for recalling Pompey
out of Afia ; pretending that his prefence was neceffary in
order to quiet the commotions in the republic. But his
real view was to deftroy the great credit and authority
which Cicero now poffefled, by throwing the whole power
anto Pompey’s hapds. Cato, who was %dcewifc tribune at
the- fame time, nibft ftrenuoufly oppofed this defign of his
collegue: and the contefts that rofe between them upon
this occafion, were auended with great and dangerous
difturbances. Metellus, however, bemng at length oiliged
to defift, retired in difguft with his complaints to Pompey.

B even

AU.6gr.
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AU 6J." even to the lofs of his fortunes and hfs dignities,
— merely for a fingle word. If the regard which is
due to his own charaéter, could not proteft him
from the unjuft refentmeat of the fenate ; at
leaft the zeal I have ever thewn for the in-
terefts of that illuftrious order, the fervices
I have rendered the commonwealth, and the
confideration which is owing to our birth?,
fhould have powerfully pleaded in his favour.
But it has been bis fate to be opprefled, as
well as mine to be deferted, by thofe, who
ought to have treated us in a very different man-
ner : and the honour of that important command
with which I am invefted, cannot fecure me,
it feems, from having caufe to lament the in-
dignitics which are offered both to miyfelf and

After he had thus withdrawn himfelf, it was propofed, that
the cenfure of the fenate fhould be paflfed upon his turbu-
lent condudt, as alfo that he {hould be depofed from his
ofice : and it was thefe proceedings, together with the
part that Metellus Celer fuppofed Cicero to have borne
1n them, which occafioned the warm remonftrances of the
letter before us. Plutgrch afferts it was owing to the pru-
dence and moderation of Cato, that the motion againft K’Ic-
tellus Nepos was not carried. Suetonius, on the other
hand, exprefily fays that he was a&tually fufpended : and
indeed the following anfwer of Cicero renders 1t extremely
probable that fome decree of that kird had been voted, and
afterwards repealed.  Plut. in wits Capon. Suet. in Ful.
Cz/. 16.

® Within the fpace of fwelve years there had been no
lefs than twelve of this Family who were either confuls,
cenlors, or diffinguithed with the honours of a triumph,
Paterc. 1. 11,

a to
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to my family. Since the fenate have fhewn AU-G41.
themfelves to be fo little influenced by the
diftates of equity, or thofe principles of mo-
deration which diftinguithed our anceftors; it
will be no wonder, if they fhould find reafon to
repent of their conduét. But as to yourfelf,
I repeat it again, I never had the leaft fufpicion
that you were dapable of a&ting with fo much
inconftancy to me and mine. However, nei-
ther this difhonour which has been caft upon my
family, nor any injuries which can be done to
me in my own perfon, fhall ever alienate my
affettions from the republic. Farewel,

LETTER I
To Quintus Metellus Celer, Proconful,

Have received your letter wherein you tell
me, that, ¢ you had perfuaded yourfelf,

“ you fhould never have had occafion to com-
““ plain of being marked out as the fubject of
“ my railleries.” I muft affare you in return,
that I do not wel underftand to what you allude.
1 {ufpect, however, you may have been informed
ofa {peech T lately made in the fenate, wherein
I took notice there was a confiderable party
amohg us, who regretted that ‘the common-
B 4 wealth
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WU- 691. wealth fhould have owzd its prefervation to
my hands. I added, I confefs, thar, in compli-
ance with the requeft, ¢ of fome of your relations
¢« whofe defires you could by no means refufe,
« you fupprefled the applaufe with which you
“ intended to have honoured me in that illuftri-
“ ous affembly. I mentioned at the fame time,
« that we had fhared between us the glory
“ of having faved the republic: and that whilt
« | was proteCting Rome from the wicked de-
* figns of her inteftine enemies, you were de-
¢ fending Italy from the open attacks and fecret
«¢ confpiracies of thofe who had meditated our
“ general ruin. But that fome of your fami-
« ly neverthelefs had endeavoured to weaken
¢ this our illuftrious aflociation, and were un-
¢« willing you fhould make any return on your
s part, for thofe high honours with which you
¢ had been diftinguithed on mine.” As this
was an open confeffion how much I was morti-
fied in not receiving the applaufe T expected ; 1t
raifed a general fimile in the houfe: not indeed
at you, but at myfelf, for ingenuoufly acknow-
ledging my difappointment.  And {urely whet ]
thus faid, cannot but be confidered as highly
to your credit ; fince it was an evidence® rhat
amidft the higheft honours, T ftill thought my

glory
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glory incomglene, without the concurrence of A-U-'ﬁ‘w--

your approbation. i
As to what you mention concerning a ms-

tual affestion : 1 know not what you may efteern

as a mark of that difpofition. But according

to my apprehenfion, it confifts in an equal

return of thofe good offices which one friend re-

ceives from anothcr; If as a proof of this gra-

titude on my part, I were to tell you that [

gave u;; my pretenfions to your prefent govern-

ment ; you might well fufpet my veracity.

The truth is, I renounced it as being inconfiftent

with that plan of conduct I had laid down to

myfelf ' : and I find every day more and more

reafon to be fatisfied with having taken this re-

folution. But this with ftri¢t fincerity I can

affirm, that 1 no fooner relinquithed my claim

* Cicero here alludes to the refolution he touk of not ac-
cepting any government at the expiration of his confular
office : a refolution, 1t muft be owned, worthy of a generous
and difinterefted patriot. Accordingly in a fpeech which
he made mn the fenate on the day of his inauguration,
he declared he would receive no honours at the clofe of his
muniftry which 1t was in the power of the tribunes to ob-
ftruét : and indeed it was mn their power to obftru&t every
honour the fenate could degree.  As the authority of thele
popular magiftrates could thus difappoint the ambition of
the confuls, 1t had often influenced them in the exercife of
their. funétions.  But by this felf-denying renunciation which
Cicero made, he had nothing 1o hope from their favoar, or
to fear from .their refen'ment: and confequently divefled
himfelf of every motive that could check a vigorous oppo-
fition to their faftious mealures. Orat. cont. Ril, 1. 8.

to
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A.U.by1 to your ‘province, than I confidered how to
= throw it into your hands. 1§ need not mention
the management which was employed in or-
der to fecure the lot in your favour: but this
much I will fay, that 1 hope you do not ima-
gine the part my collegue a®ed in that affair
was, in any of its circumftances, without my
privity and confent. ILet me defire you to re-
colleét with what expedition I affembled the fe-
nate immediately after the balloting was over,
and how ‘Ailly 1 fpoke upon that occafion in
your applaufe. Accordingly you then told me,
that I had not only paid an high compliment
to yourfelf, but at the fame time caft a very
fevere reproach upon your collegues. I will
add, that fo long as the decree fhall fubfift
which the fenate paffed at that junlture, there
will not be wanting a publi¢c and confpicuous
monument of my good offices towards you.
Remember likewife the zeal with which I fup-
ported your intereft in the fenate ; the encomi-
ums with which 1 mentioned you in the affem-
blies of the people ; and the affetionate letters
I wrote to you, after your departure. And
when you have laid thefe feveral circumftances
rogether; I may fafely leave it to your awn
determination, whether your behaviour to me
upon your laft return to Rome, was fuitable to
thefe
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thefe inflances of my friendthip. However, I A.U.6ge,
know not what you mean by our reconcilement s

an expreffion, it fhould feem, which cannot with

any propriety be applied where there never was

any formal rupture.

With refpe& to your relation, whom I ought
not, you tell me, to have perfecuted fo feverely
in refentment of a fingle expreffion; I have
this to fay. In the firft place, I moft highly
applaud the affeétionate difpofition you difco-
ver towards him : and in the next, I hope you
would pardon me, if that duty which I owe my
country, and to which no man is more ftrongly
devoted, had ar any time obliged me to op-
pofe his meafures. But if I have only defend-
ed myfelf againft his moft cruel attacks; have
you not reafon to be fatisfied that I never once
troubled you with my complaints ? On the
contrary, when 1 perceived he was colleéting
the whole force of his tribunitial power, in or-
der to oppréfs me; I contented myfelf with
endeavouring to divert him from his unjuft
Purpofe, by applying to your wife* and fif

2 Gifter to Claudius : a woman of moft abandoned lewd-
nefs, and fufpe@ted of naving poifoned Metellus, who died
in Ogy4, 2 few years after thi: letter was written. Cicero,
who attended hum in his laft moments, reprefents them as

truly heroic. © Metellus faw the approaches of death with-
out the leaft concern upon his own account, and only la-

ter :
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AU.6o1. tey3: as the Jatter had often indeed, in confide-
ration of my conneftions with Poinpey, exerted
her good offices in my behalf. Neverthelefs, (and
I am fure you are no ftranger to the truth of
what I am gomng to fay) upon laying down my
confular office, he prevented me from making
the ufual {peech to the people: and thus,
what had never been denied to the loweft and
moft worthlefs of our magiftrates, he moft in-
jurioufly refufed to a conful who had pre-
ferved the liberties of his country. This in-
fult however proved greatly to my honours
For as he would only fuffer me to take the oath +,
I pronounced the fincereft and moft glorious of
affeverations with an uncommon exertion of
voice : and the whole affembly of the people
as loudly called the gods to witnefs, that what
I had fworn was moft religioufly true®. But
tho’ I received this fignal affront from your cou-
iin, yet 1 had the very fame day fent an ami-
mented that he thould loft his hfe ot a ume when his friend
and his country would have modt occafion for his fervices.
ProCalio 4.

3 Mucia. fhe was marred to Pempey, but afternards
divorced from um on occanor of ner gailantries with Ceefar.
Ad 4t 1 aze Plut, in vt Pomp.

* The confuls at the cxpiration of their office took an
oath, that they had faithfully and zealoufly difcharged their
vaft. Manu.

8 Cicero did not confine humfelf to the ufuul terms of the

oath; but fwore that he had preferved Rome and the repub-
Iic from deftruchion. Pl 2n viv Cuer.

4 cable
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cablc meflage to him by our common frichds, A.U.6gh
with the hopes of perluading him inte & better '
temper. The anfwer he returned was, that all
applications of this kind were now too lace.
He had indeed afferted, fome days before, in
a fpeech which he made in a general affembly of
the people, © that the man who had punithed
« others without fuffering them to be heard*,
« ought to be denied the privilege of being
¢« heard in his turn.”” Excellent and judicious
patriot indeed ! to maintain that the fame punith-
ment which had been decreed, and with the ap-
probation too of every honett man in Rome,
to thofe rebels and incendiaries who had ar-

¢ The principal confpirators concerned with Catiline be-
ing taken into cuftody, Cicero convened the fenate; when
1t was debated m what manner to proceed againft the pri-
foners.  Silanus, the conful ele@t, advifed that they thould
all be put to death. But this was aganft an exprefs law
which prohibited the taking away the hfe of any ciuzen
without a formal procefs. [he propofal of Sianus was
oppofed by Cafar, as being a ftretch of the fenate’s power
wiuch might be produétive of very dangerous confequences
in 2 free flate. 1t was his opinion therefore that the eftates
of the confpirators thould be confifcated, and theur perfons
clofely imprifoned. Cicero, as Dr. Middleton obferves,
delivered his fentiments with all the flill both of the orator
and the ftatefman; and while he feemed to fhew a perfelt
neutrality, and to give equal commendation to both the
opinions, was artfully labouring ¢o turn the fcale in favour
of Silgnus’s, which he tonfideied as a neceflary exampie of
feverity in the prefent arcumflnces of the republic. A
vote accordingly pafled that the cunfpirdtors thoold fuffer
death : which Cicero immediately put in execuuon. Life
of Crc, Fobo 1. 219, 221, 230 See rem. 6. p. 25 8f this Fol.

tempted
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AU.6q1. tdm,pted to involve their country in thg moft
dreadful calamuties, was due to him who had
preferved the fenate, the city, and all Italy in
general from deftrution. Thefe were the pro-
vocations that induced me to oppofe your coufin
openly and before his face: and accordingly
in a debate on the firft of January concern-
ing the flate of the republic, I thought proper
to let him fee that he had declared war againft
2 mah who did not want refolution to return
his awack. In a fpeech which he made a
few days afterwards, he was pleafed to throw
out feveral menacing expreflions againft me:
and it was evidently his determined purpofe to
effet my ruin, not by bringing my actiors to
a fair and impartial trial, but by the moft ille~
gal methods of violence. Had 1 not acted then
with {pirit in oppofition to his ill-confidered
medfures, would not the world have thought
(and thought too with reafon) that the courage
I exerted in my confulate was merely acci-
dental, and not the refult of a fteady and ra-
tional fortitude ? If you are ignorant of thefe
inftances of your coufin’s deportment, he has
concealed a very material article of his con-
du&. On the other hand, if he apprifed you
of them, you have reafon to logk upon me
as having acted with great temper and for-

bearance
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becrance in never interrupting you with myjex-
poftulations. In 2 word, you will find my
complaint againft him was not founded on a
fingle expreffion, as you call it, but on a conti-
nued feries’of malevalence. I.et me now there-
fore fhew you, that my conduft in return was
influenced by principles of the greateft good-
nature : if good-nature it may be'deemed, not
to exert a proper refentment againft injuries of
fo atrocious a kind. The truth is, I never once
made a motion in the fenate to his prejudices
on the contrary, as often as any queftion arofe
in which he was concerned, I always voted on
the moft favourable fide. I will add (tho’itis
a circumftance indeed, in which I ought not to
have concerned myfelf) that I was fo far from
being difpleafed with the decree which pafled in
his favour, that, in confideration of his being
rclated to you, I attually promoted it w0 the
utmoft of my power.

Thus you fee that, far from being the ag-
greffor, I have only acted a defenfive part. Nor
have I, as you accufe me, betrayed a capri-
cious difpofition with regard to yourfelf: on
the contrary, notwithftanding your failure in
fome¢ amicable offices on your fide, I have ftill
preferved the fame wunvariable fentiments of
friendfhip on mine. Even at this very inftant

when

5
AU 6gl|
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é-U-@’- wheh I have before me, 1 had .almoft called
it your threatening letter, yet I will tell you,
that I not only excufe, but highly applaud the
generous warmth you exprefs in your coufin’s
behalf : as | know by what paffes in my own
breaft, the wonderful force of family-affection.
I hope then you will judge of my refentment
with the fame candour, and acknowledge that if
without the leaft provocation on my part I have
been moft cruelly and outrageoufly treated by
any of your relations, I had a right, I will not
only fay to defend myfelf, but to be fupported
in that defence, if it were neceffary, even by
your whole army. Believe me, 1 have ever
been defiious of making you my friend; as I
have endeavoured to convince you upon all oc-
cafions that I was entircly yours: fentiments
which I ftill retain, and fhall continue to retain
Juft as long as you defire. To fay all in one
word, 1 am much more difpofed to facrifice my
refentinent againft your coufin, to my friendfhip:
towards yourfelf, than to fuffer the former
in any degree to impair our mutual affetion.
Farewel.

LET-
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LETTER IV.

To Catus ANToNIus: Imperator®,

Had determined not to trouble you with my AU.50:.

letters, unlefs of the recommendatory kind: ~"v—
not that 1 had reafon to expe@t my follicita-
tions would have much weight with you ; but
as being unwilling it fhould appear to thofe who
might apply for them, that any coolnefs had
arifen between us, However, as our commoh
friend Atticys, who has been a particular wit-
nefs of the warmth with which I have ever
promoted your intereft, is coming into your
province, I cannot forbear conveying a letter to
you by his hand ; efpecially as he very ftrongly
importun’d me for that purpofe.

Were I to claim even your Higheft feriices,
the demand could by no means be thought
unreafonable, after having contributed every
thing on my part for the advancement of your
cafe, your intereft, and your honours’. But I

6 The peifon to whem this letter is addrefled, l\»W!s
uncle to the celebrated Mark Antony. He had beefi con-

ful the.year before with Cicero, and was now governor of

Macedonia.
7 The cg% at the eypiration of their office, ufed to
draw lots t ich of the province. they fhould refpechive-

Vou. I, C may



A.U.691. mhy fafely appeal to your own conicience, whe-
ther you have ever made me the leaft return:. fo
far from it indéed, that 1 have heard (for I dare
not fay I have been informed®, as it is an expref-
fion, ic feems, which you frequently, tho’ T am
fure, injurioufly, obje¢t to me) 1 have heard
then that you have intimated fomething as if
—~—But I leave it to Acticus to rell you the reft:
as tle repdrt* has given him no lefs concern

ly fucceed as goverrors, This which Antonins poffefled,
one of the mott defiruble in all the Roman empue, having
fallen to Cicero, he refigned it to hus callegue.

* This alludes to an expreflion which Cicero had often
occafion to employ m the affar of Cauline’s conpiracy.
As his prine pal mtelhgence arofe from fome of the con-
fpitatots taemifelves, who communcated to him from time
to time the defigns of therr affociates, e was obliged to
conceal the authors of thefe dicoveiies and thereivie in
laying his allegauons before the fenate or the people, he
wa, under the neceflity of {peaking only in general terms,
and of affuting them that he had been mfor med of the par-
wcular arucles he, mentioned. But tho’ the event pro red
that hu, informations were tiue ; yet in general this method
of accufation was extremely odicus, and of dangerous
example. Cicero’s enemies therefore did not fail to take
advanrage of this popular objection, and were perpetnally
repeating the phrafe [ am wformed, whenever they weie
diprofed 1o reproach his condut in this tranfafhion. Ser
Mong. rem. 19, on the 19th let. of the firft book to Atticus.
Plut. m wnt, Cicer. Sallupf. Declam. 1n Cee. 2.

3 “T'his report was of a very unfavourable kind indeed :
for it charged Cicero with having a fhaie in the money
which Antenius raiied by his eaaltions on the wnhappy

cople of hus province. The very judicious French trani-
ator of the epifties to Atticus, feems to i gine there was
fome foundaton for thus report; as he thias 1t probable,
that Antonws had agreed to pay Cicero a certain fum in
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than it gave myfelf, In the mean time I}flill AU o
only fay, that the {fenate and: the whole Roman
people have been witnefles of that uncommian
zeal with which I have entered into your intereft.
What fentiments of gratitude this has impreffed
upon your mind, you yourfelf are the beft judge :
how much you owe me ‘in confequence of it,
let others determine. It was friendfhip that firft
engaged my good offices in your favour; and I»
afterwards was induced to continug them merely
from a principle of conftancy. But believe me,
your prefent ® affairs require a much larger

confideration of his having relinquithed to him the govern-
ment of Macedonua. bat this 15 a comjecture altogether
unfupported by any evidence. Thus much however 1s cer-
tain; 1n the fuft place, that Cicero had fome demands
upon Antonius, of a nature which he did not choofg fhould
be knowr; as, whesever he hmnts at them to Atticus, it
1s always m a very dark and enigmatical manner: and
in the next place, that he facnficed his own judgment
and the good opinion of the world, 1n order to fupport
Antonius 1 his prefent government. From which faéts
the reader is left to draw the conclufion that he fhall judge
reafonable. 73d. ad 41. I xu. 13. 14. See the follow-
ing remark.

. ©? Pompey had declared his intentions of very ftrenuoufly
infifting that Antomus fhould be recalled frdm his govern-
ment, 1n order to give an account of his adminiftration:
which, 1t feems, had been extremely oppreflive. It was
upon this occafion that Cicero promifed hm his fervice :
and it feems by the following letter that he hept his word.
But if he had not, his honour, perhaps, would not have
been ‘the more gueftionable: for 1t appears from a lester to
Atticus, that Cicero conld not undertuke the defencé of
Antonius wissuirt fuffering in the opinion, mot only of the
populace, Hat of every worthy man in Rome. 44 4w,
i. 12, Seeremark sthon the following letter,

Ca pto-
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AUt prdportion of my zeal and pains: the utmoft
exertion of which fhall not be wanting, pre-
vided I may have reafon to think that they
are not entircly thrown away. For I fhall
never be fo abfurdly officious, as to employ
them where they are not acceptable. Atticus
will inform you, in what particular inftances
you may, probably, have occafion for my good
offices : in the mean while I very warmly re-
commend him to yours. 1 am well perfuaded
indeed, that *his own intereft with you is his
beft advocate : however, if you have any re-
maining affeltion for me, let me intreat you to
fhew it (and it is the moft obliging manner in

which you can fhew it) by your fervices to my
friend. Farewel.

LETTER V.
To Pusrivs Sesrius, %a&&or '

Could fcarce credit your freedman Decius,
as highly as I think of his fidelity and at-
tachment to your intereft, when he requefted

* Every proconful, or governor of a province had a
quaftor under him, who alled as a fort of paymafier-general
to the provincial forces, and &s fuperintendant likewife of
the public revenues. Sefus was at this time exercifing
that office ander Antonius, in Macedonw,  Some further
account will be occafionally given of um it the progrefi
of thefe remarks.

me

ity qeamed, aeear >
Kolkata {g’

National Library,
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me in your name to ufe my endeavours that you
may not at prefent be recalled, Remembering
indeed the very different ftrain in which all the
letters I had before received from you were
written, I could not eafily be induced to think
that you had fo greatly altered your mind, But
after Cornelia’s vifit o my wife, and the dif~
courfe which I had myfelf with Cornelius, I
could no longer doubt of this change in your
inclinations : and accordingly I never failed to
attend in your behalf at every fubfequent meet-
ing of the fenate. The q\ucﬁion, however, did
not come on till January laft: when we carried
it without much oppofition : tho’ I found fome
difficulty in perfuading Quintus Fufius* and the
reft of your friends to whom you had written
upon this fubje, to belicve me rather than
your own letters.

I had not agreed with Craflus for his houfe,
when you withed me joy of the purchafe: but
I was fo much encouraged by your congratula-~
tions, that I foon afterwards bought it at thirty-
five hundred thoufand fefterces’. I am now
therefore fo deeply involved in debt as to be

2 One of the tribunes of the peuple.

$ About 28,000/ Cicero, it is faid, borrowed a con-
fiderable part of this fum from 2 man whofe caufe he

had undertaker «to defend.  But eloquence was not as
yet profefle#ly venal in Romsz; and it was looked upon

C3s full
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A.U.6ga. foll, ripe, you muft know, for plot, if any
malecontent will be fo charitablé as to admit
me into one. But the misfortune is, this fort of

as highly dithonourable for an advocate, not only to re-
ceive any reward, but even a loan of his chent. Cicero
therefore being publicly reproached wuth this tranfacon,
moft confidently demed the charge; declaring at the fame
time that he had not the leift intention of making this
pirchafe. However, he foon afterwards completed hus bar-
ain: when bemng taxed 1 the fenate with this unworthy
alfehood, he endeavoured to laugh 1t off by telhng his
cenfurers, that sbey muft know very hittle of the world mdeed,
if they wmagined any prudeat man would raife the price of a
commadity, by publicly avoweng bus intentvons of becoming a pur-
chafer. It 15 Aulus Gellins who gives us this ftory, which
Dr Middleton fuppofes he might have picked up from fome
fpurious colletion of Cicero’s jokes. and many (uch, it is
certamn, were handed about even in Cicero’s hfe-time,
As every reader of tafle and learning muft with well to the
moral charalter of fo wnvaluable an author as Cicero, one
cannot but regret that neither lus own gencral regard to
truth, nor the plea of his ingemous advocate, ferm fuffi-
cient to difcredit this paece of fecret hitony,  That Cicero
was capable of denymg faéts, where 1t was not for his
advantage they fhould be difcovered, will appear, perhaps,
beyond controverfy in the progrefs of thefe remarks. In
the mean time 2 very {rong mitance of this may be proda-
ced from one of his letters to Atucus.  Cicero had written
an mvechve againft fome perfon whofe intereft he had oc-
cafion to make ufe of mn the affair of his reftoration. This
piece of {atyr had fiolen irto the world, 1t feems, without
his knowledge. but as he never had any formal quarrel
with the man agamft whom 1t was levelled, and as 1t was
drawn up 1n a fule by no means equal to the ufual corre&-
nefs of his performances, 1t might eafily, he te'ls Atticus,
be proved not to have come from his hand. puto pofe pro-
bart non ¢ffe meam. 'The trath of it is, {incerity does not
feem to have been the virtue upon which Cicero was very
follicitous of eftabhfhing his charalter. Thus Plutarch
affures us, that our author having made aerEech in public
full of the higheft encomums on Crafius, h¢ 4id not fcru-
ple a few days afterwards to reverfe the panegy.'c, and re-

5 petriots,
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patriots are all difpofed to exclude me from their A-U.%
fociety : and whilt I am the averfion of fome of
them as the avowed avenger of confpiracies:
others fufpet that 1 only plead poverty with a
view of gaining their confidence in order to be-
tray them, They think it incredible indeed,
that the man who refcued the bags of all the
ufurers in Rome from a general attack, fhould
ever be in diftrefs for money*. The tsuth of
the matter is, there is enough to be raifed at fix
per cent: and I have gained this much, by the
fervices I have done my country, that I am con-
fidered by your money-lenders at leaft, asa gosd
man,

I muft not forget to mention that I have
lately looked over your houfe and buildings,
and am much pleafed with the improyements
you are making.

prefent him before the {ame audience in all the darkeft co-
lours of his inveéive. Cicero bemg reminded upon this
occafion of his former harangue, very gravely 1eplted, <«
s¢ was only by way of an oratorical exercife, and m order
* to try the force of his eloquence upon fo bad a fubjeét **
Aul, Gell. xaua2, See Life of Cie. 125G, Bwvo. Ed. A4,
A, wi. 120 Plur. in wer. Cucer,

4+ 'The chief of|thofe who engaged in Catiling’s rebellion,
were men of the fame defperate fortunes as himfelf: Qua.
cungue bona patria laceraverar, (fays the hiftonan of this
confpiracy) quecungue ahcnum @s grande conflaverat, were the
worihy affociates of Canlme in this infamous enterprize)
and though libeity was, as ufual, the pretence; the true
motive o% thei. Takwyg up arms was, in order to make war
ppon their / cditors.  Saliup. Bell, Cat. 14.

C4 Notwithe
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AU.692.  Notwithftanding all the world is fenfible that

‘ Afitonius has by no means afed towards me
with the gratitude he ought, yer it did not pre-
vent me from being his advocate lately in the
fenate : when by the influence of my authority
and the force of what I faid, I greatly difpofed
the houfe in his favour®. I will only add my
withes, that you would write to me oftener,
Farewel,

$ The queftion in this debate probably turned on the
recal of Antonus: a queftion, which f{ecems either ta
have been carried in his favour, or to have been dropped
during a confiderable tume. For it appears by a letter to
Atticus, written two years after the date of the prefent,
that Antomus was ftill in his government: and Dion Caf-
{ius affures us, that he was not brought upon his trial nil
the confulate of Cxfar; that is, not till the year of Rome
He was then arraigned for his ill conduét in Mace-
donia, and as being concerned hkewife 1 Catiline’s confpi-
tacy. This laft article of the impeachment could not be
oved; but the truth of it, neverthelefs, was generally
g:lievcd: however he was convifted of the former, and con-
demned to perpetual banithment. Cicero appeared as his
advocate upon this occafion: and 1t was an occafion which
contributed more, perhaps, than any other to his future
misfortunes. For mn the warmth of his {fpeech he indi-
creetly threw out fome refle€tions upon Cxfar. which altho®
that great mafter of his paflions did not think proper at
that ime openly to refent, 1t is probable he pever forgave,
Dion Caflius at leaft informs us, that it was upon this ac-
count he {ecretly inftigated Clodius to thofe violent mea-
fures which foon afterwards terminated in Cicero’s exile,
dd Aw. 3. 2. Do xxxvii. See the lalt remark on the
preceding letter, p. 19,

TET.
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LETTER VI

L
To TERENTIA, to my deareft TurLrayand
to my Son®,

IF you do not hear from me fo frequently as AT.6gs.
you might, it is becaufe I can neither write ‘el
to you, nor read your letters, without falling

into a greater paffion of tears than I am able to
fupport : for though 1 am at alt times indeed
completely miferable, yet I feel my misfortunes

with a particular fenfibility upon thofe tender
occafions.

6 Thare is an interval of two Zears between the date of
this and the foregoing letter; the correfpondence which
Cicero carried on during-the intermediate period being en+
tirely loft, except that which he held'with Atticus. The
following letters to Terentia were written in our author’s
exile, and will prove either that Cicero was a philofopher
only in f{peculation, or that philofophy itfelf pretends to
more than it has power to perform. Perhaps they will prove
hoth. for as an the one hand they difcover the moft un-
manly dejeétion of {pirit; fo it is certain, on the other, that
much weaker minds have been able with the affiftance of
better principles, to fupport with forutude far feverer trials,
Thofe :n which Cicero was at prefent exercifed, were oc-
cafioned by Clodius: who procured himfelf to be eletted
tribune with the fingle view of deftroying this his avowed
adverfary. It has alieady been obférved m the fixth remark
on the third letter of this book, that Cicero, in his confulate
had put to death fome of the confpirators concerned with
Cauline, without any formal trial, and upon no ather autho
nty than a decree of the fenate. And it was upon this
charge, that Clodius founde# his impeachment. Cicero's
conduét apon this occafion has alfo been arraigned by a late
very accurate and judicious hiftorian; and it muft be ac-
knowledged that; as far as we carl be competent judges of
it at this djtance from the time and fcene of atiom, it
feems to Me been attended with fome circumflances not

Oht
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Oh! That I had been more indifferent to life!
Our days would then have bten, if not wholly
unacquainted with forrow, yet by no means
thus wretched. However, if any hopes are
ttill referved to us of recovering fome part at
Ieaft of what we have loft, I fhall not think
that I have made altogether fo imprudent a
choice. But if our prefent fate is unalterably
fixed—Ah! my deaiclt Terentia, it we are ut-
terly and for ever abandoned by thole gods
whom you have fo religioufly adored, and by
thofe men whom I have fo faichfully ferved; let
me fee you as foon as poffible, that 1 may have
the fatisfattion of breathing out my laft depart-
ing figh in your arms.

I have fpent about a fortnight at this place 7,
with my friend Marcus Flaccus. This worthy
man did not fcruple to excrcife the riws of
fiiecndfhip and hofpitality towards me notwith-
ftanding the fevere penaltics of that iniquitous
law againft thofe who fhould venture to give me
reception®. May I one day have it mn my
eafily reconcileable to the principles either of juftice, o1
good policy. See Hooke’s Rowr. Huph vol. i p 316,

7 Brundifium : a mantume town i the hingdom of
Naples, now called Brmasﬁ. ‘Cicero when he fuit with-
drew from Rome, intended to have retired mto Swaly; but
bemng demcd cntrance by the governor of that ifland, he
changed his dire€tion, and came 1o Brundifiam in his way to
Gre¢ce. Pro Planc. 40, 41.

# Asfoon as Cicero had withdrawn from X gme, Clo-
dius procured a law, which among other aiticley) enated,
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power to make him a return to thofé generous A.U.6gs,
fervices, which I fhall ever rioft gratefully re- Sy
member.

Iam juft going to embark, and purpofe to
pafs thro’ Macedonia in my way to Cyzicum®.
And now, my Terentia, thus«wretched and ruined
as I am, can I intreat you under all that weight
of pain and forrow with which, I oo well know,
you are opprefled, can I intreat you to be the
parrner and companion of my exile? But muft
I then live without you? I know not how to
reconcile myfelf to that hard conditon; unlefs
your prefence at Rome may be a mean of
forwarding my return: if any hopes of that
kind fhould indeed fubfit. But thould there,
as I fadly fufpeét, be abfolutely none; come to
me, I conjure you, if it be poffible: for never
can I think myfelf completely ruined, whilit I
fhall enjov my Terentia’s company. But how
will my deareft daughter difpofe of herfelf? A
queftion which you yourfelves muft confider:
for, as to my own part, I am utterly ac a lofs
what to advife. Ar all events, however, that
dear unhappy girl muft not take any meafures
that « no perfon fhould prefume to harbour or receive him
“ on pain of death.”” Life of Cuc. i. 354.

® A confiderable town in an ifland of the Propents,

which lay fo cibfe to the continent of Afia as to be jained
with 1t by 4 brdge.

that
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AU.695. that may injure her conjugal repofe’, or affect
her'in the good opinion of the world. As for
my fon—let me not at leaft be deprived of
the confolation of folding him for ever in my
arms. But I muft lay down my pen a few
moments : my tears.flow too faft to fuffer me
to proceed.

I am under the utmoft folicitude, as I know
not whether you have been able to preferve any
part of your eftate, or (what I fadly fear) are
cruelly robbed of your whole fortune.~I hope
Pifo* will always continue, what you reprefent
him to be, entirely ours.—As to the manumif-
fion of the flaves; I think you have no occafion
to be uneafy. For with regard to your own, you
only promifed them their liberty as they fhould
deferve it: but excepting Orpheus, there are
none of them that have any great claim to this
favour. As to mine, I told them, if my eftate
fthould be forfeited, I would give them their
freedom, provided I could obtain the confirma-
tion of that grant: but if I preferved my eftate,
that they fhould all of them, excepting only a
f"cw whom I particularly named, remain in their

* Tullia was at this time married to Cans Pifo Frupi;
a young nobleman of one of the beft families in Rome,

$ee remark gth, on the letter ix. p. 42. of this book.
# Cicero’s fon-in-law, mentioned in the Iaft note.

prefent
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prefent condition, But this is 3-matter of little A.U.gs.
confequence, v

With regard to the advice you give me of
keeping up my fpirits, in the belief that I fhall
again be reftored to my country; I only wilh
that I may have reafon to encourage fo defirable
an expetation. In the mean time, I am greatly
miferable, in the uncertainty when I fhall hear
from you, or what hand you will find to con-
vey your letters. I would have waited for them
at this place; but the mafter of the fhip on
which I am going to embark, could not be pre-
vailed upon to lofe the prefent opportunity of
failing,

For the reft, let me conjure you in my turn,
to bear up under the preffure of our afflictions
with as much refolution as poffible. Remember
that my days have all been honourable; and
that I now fuffer, not for my crimes, but my
virtues. No, my Terentia, nothing can juftly
be imputed to me, but that 1 furvived the lofs
of my dignities. However, if it was more
agreeable to our children that I fhould thuslive,
let that reflection teach us to fubmut to our mif-
fortunes with chearfulnefs ; infupportable as upon
all other confiderations they would undoubt-~
edly be. Byt alas, whillt I am endeavouring to

keep
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AU.69¢. keep up your fpirits, I am utterly unable to
preferve my own !
- I have fent back the faithful Phileteerus: as
the weaknefs of his eyes made him incapable of
rendering me any fervice. Nothing can equal
“the good offices I receive from Salluftius. Pef-
cennius likewife has given me ftrong marks of
his affe@ion : and I hope he will not fail in his
refpe@ alfo to you. Sicca promifed to attend
me in- exile; but he changed .his mind, and
has left me at this place.

I intreat you to take all poflible care of your
health: and be aflfured, your musfortunes
more fenfibly affect me than my own. Adieu,
my Terentia, thou moft faithful and beft of
wives ! Adieu. And thou my deareft davgh-
ter, together with that other confolation of my
life, my dear fon, I bid you both moft tenderly
Farewel.

Brundifium,
April the zoth.

LETTER VIL

To TERENTIA, to my deareft TuLr1a, and
to my Son.
FMAGINE not, my Terentia, that I write
W longer letters to athers than tp yourfelf: be

affured at leaft, if ever T do, it is mercly becaufe
thofe
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thofe I receive from them require A ribre iparti- A:U:%,
cular anfwer. ‘The truth of it is, I am always at
a lofs what to write: and as there is nothing'in
the prefent dejeétion of my mind, that I per-
form with greater relutance in general; fol
never attempt it with regard to you and my
deareft daughter, that it does not coft me
a flood of tears. For how can I think of you
without being pierced with grief in the refleGtion,
that I have made thofe completely muferable,
whom 1 ought, and withed, to have rendered
perfectly happy ¢ And I fhould have rendered
them fo, if I had acted with lefs timidity.

Pifo’s behaviour towards us in this {eafon of
our afflictions, has greatly endeared him to my
heart: and 1 have, as well as I was*able in the
prefent difcompofure 6f my mind, both acknow-
ledged his good offices and exhorted him to con-
tinue them.

I perceive you depend much upon the new
tribunes: and if Pompey perfeveres in his pre-
{ent difpofition, I'am inclined to think that
your hopes will not be difappointed; tho’ I
muft confefs, 1 have fome fears with refpect to
Craflus. In the mean while I have the fatif-
fattion to find, what indeed'I had reafon to
exped, that you aQ with great fpirit and ten-
dernefs in -all my concerns. ‘Burl lament. it

fhould
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AU.bgs5. fhould be my cruel fate to expofe you to fo

L4

many calamities, whillt you are thus generoufly
endeavouring to eafe the weight of mine. Be
afured it was with the utmoft grief I fead the
account which Publius fent me, of the oppro-
brious manner in which you were dragged from
the tefple of Vefta, to the office of Valerius*.
Sad reverfe indeed ! That thou, the deareft ob-
ject of my fondeft defires, that my Terentia, to
whom fuch numbers were wont to look up for
relief, fhould be herfelf a fpeacle of the
moft affe@ing diftrefs! and that I, who have
faved fo many others from ruin, fhould have
ruined both myfelf and my family by my own
Jndifcretion }

As to what you mention with regard to the
Area belonging to my houfe ; 1 fhall never look
uvpon mylelf as reftored to my country, ull
that fpot of ground is again in my pofieffion ®.
But this is a point that does not depend upon
ourfelves. Let me rather exprefs my concern
for what does; and lament that, diftrefled as

4 Terentia had taken fan&uary in the temple of Vefta,
but was forably dragged out from thence by the direftions
of Clodius, in order 10 be examined at a pubhc office,
concerning her hutband’s effefts. Mr. Ros.

3 Afier Clodws had produced the law againft Cigero al-
ready taken notice of, he Jconfecrated the Area where
‘hi_s houfe 1n Rome ftood, to the perpetual fervice of reh-

on, and ereéted a temple upon 1t to the goddefs Liberty.

ife of Cic.
your
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your circumftances already are, you fhould en- A.U.6gs.
gage yourfelf in a fhare of thofe expences which
are incurred upon my account. Be affured, if
ever I fhould return to Rome, I fhall cafily re-
cover my eftate: but fhould fortune continue
to perfecute me 3 will you, thou dear unhappy
woman, will you fondly throw away in gaining
friends to a defperate caufe, the laft fcanty re-
mains of your broken fortunes | I conjure you
then, my deareft Terentia, not to involve your-
felf in any charges of that kind: let them be
borne by thofe who are able, if they are willing,
to fupport the weight. In a word, if you have
any affection for me, let not your anxiety upon
my account, injure your health : which alas! is
already but too much impaired. Believe me,
vou are the perpetual {ubject of my waking.and
fleeping thoughts : and as I kuow the affiduity
you exert in my behalf, I have a thoufand fears
left your ftrength fhould not be equal to fo con-
tinued a fatigue. I am fenfible at the fame time,
that my affairs depend enurely upon your affift-
ance! and therefore that they may be attended
with the fuccefs you hope and fo zealoufly en-
deavour to obtain, let me ecarneftly intreat you
to take care of your health.

I know not whom to write to, unlefs to thofe
who firft write to me, or whom you particularly
mention in your letters.—As you and Tullia are

Vou. L b of
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A.U.6g5. of opinion that I fhould not retreat farther from
=~ Italy, 1 have laid afide that defign. Let me
hear from you both as often as poffible, particu-
larly if there fhould be any fairer profpeét of my
return.  Farewel, ye deareft objeéts of my moft

tender affetion, Farewel !
Theflalonica 8, O&. the 5th.

LETTER VIIIL

To TErRENTIA, to my deareft TuLr1a, and
to my Son.

Learn by the letters of feveial of my friends,
as well as from general report, that you dif-
cover the greateft fortitude of mind, and that you
folicit my affairs with unwearied application.
Oh, my Terentia, how truly wretched am I, to
be the occafion of fuch fevere misfortunes to fo
faithful, fo generous, and fo excellent a woman !
And my dearcft Tullia too!—That the who
was once fo happy in her father, thould now
derive from him fuch bitter forrows! But how
fhall I exprefs the anguifh I feel for my little
boy ! who became acquainted with grief as foon
as he was capable of any refletion’. Had thefe
afflictions happened, as you tenderly reprefent
them, by an unavoidable fate, they would have
® A city in Macedonia, now called Salonzch:.

? Cicero’s fon was at this time about eight years of age.
Manut,

jar
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fat lefs heavy on my heart. But they are alto= A.U.6gs,
gether owing to my own folly in imagining’ I
was loved where I was fecretly envied ®, and
in not joining with thofe who were fincerely de-
firous of my friendthip ®. Had I been governed,
indeed, by my own fentiments, without rely-
ing fo much on thofe of my weak or wicked
advifers, we might ftill, my Terentia, have been
happy *. However, fince my friends encourage

¢ ‘The perfons to whom he alludes are, Hortenfius, Ar-
nus, and others of that party, who (if we may believe Ci-
cero’s complaints to Atticus) took advantage of his fears,
and advifed lum to withdraw from Rome on purpofe to ruin
him. But perfons under misfortunes are apt to be fufpici-
ous, and are frequently therefore unjuft: as Cicero feemsto
kave been with refpeét to Hortenfius at leaft, who does not
appear to have merited his reproaches. 44 Are. id. g. 14.
Ad 9. F.i. 3. See Mongault’s remarks, vol. 1. p. 44.

® Cezfar and Craflus frequently {olhcited Cicero to unite
limfelf o their party, promifing to prote& him from the
outrages of Clodius, provided he would fall in with their
meafures. Lifz of Czc. i. 288, 315, 8wo. Ed.

* Cicero is perpetually reproaching himfelf in thefe let-
ters to Terentia, and 1n thofe which he wrote at the {fame
tme to Atticus, for not having taken up arms and refo-
lutely wathftood the viclences of Clodius, He afterwards
however m feveral of his {peeches made a ment of what he
here fo ﬂrongly condemns, and particularly in that for Sex-
ts he appeals to Heaven in the moft folemn manner, that
te fubmitted to a voluntary exile in orde: to fpare the blood
o his fellow-citizens and preferve the public tranquillity.
Te, te, patria, teffor, (fays he) ef wos, penates patrisgwe Dii,
me vefirarum fedum templorumque canfa, me proper falutem me-
erum civyum, quee mibz femper fuil mea carior Vita, dimicati-
onm coedemque fugyfe. But Cicero’s veracity in this folemn
afleveration, feems liable to be juftly quefioned, It s cer-
tain that he once entertamed a defign of taking up arms in
his own defence: and the fingle motive that appears to
have deternuncd him in the changs of thus refolunion was,

Da me
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A.U.695. me to hope, 1 will endeavour to reftrain my grlef
™ left the effet it may Have upoh my health fhould

his finding himfelf moft perfidioufly deferted by Fumpe;.
Ste—gquifquam fuiffet (fays he in a letter to Atticus) gus me
Pompetz mnus lhiberals refponfo perterr.tum, a turpflimo cou-
filo rewacaret ymmaut occuburffers boneffe, aut wictores bodie wvi-
weremus, iil. 15, Dion Cafliug aflerts, that Cicero, rotwith-
ftanding this unexpeéted defertion of Pompey; was prepar-
ing to put humfelf in a pofture of defence; but that Cato
and Hortenfius would not fuffer him to execute his purpofe:
EWExilenO'E (234 omAx zguo’ezl, uNhUell; 5: vmo TE 7Y KaTOVD‘ b 4-11
au Ogrnoy, &c. Lib. 38.  Perhaps this author may be muif-
taken as to his having aCually made any formal prepara-
zions of this kind. bat that he had 1t in his intentions,
feems clear beyond all reafonable contradittion. ‘The
French hiftorian of our author’s bamfhment has relied,
therefore, too much upon Cicero’s pompous profeflions
after his return, when he maintains that nothing could be
farther from his thoughts than a ferious oppofinon. Hi?, de
P exilde Cicer. p. 148. 'The contrary appears mo:t evidently
to have been the cafe; and that the patriot-motive which
he fo often afligns in his fubfequent orations for leaving
his country, was merely an after-thought and the plaufible
colouring of artful eloquence. Why i, it may be atked,
is there not the leaft hint of zny fu_i generous principle
of his condud®, in all the letters he wroie daring this pe-
iied?  Why elfe, is he perpetually reproaching s friends
for having fuffered him to take that meafure? And why,
in a word, does he call it, as i the paffage above-cited,
turprfimum confiliums, the effect of a moft ignominious refo-
lotion?  But weie it to be admitted that a regard to his
country determmed lim to withdraw from it ; il however
he could pot with any degree of truth. boait of his patiio-
tm upon that occafion: for the moft partial of his advo-
cates muft acknowledge, that he no fooner executed this
1efolution, than he hearuly repented of it. The truth 1s,
how unwilhng foever he might be 1o hazard the peace of
his country 1 maintaming his poft, ke was ready to re-
nounce all tendernefs of that kind in recovering 1t; and he
exprefsly defires Atticus to raife the mob 1n his favour, if
there were any hopes of making a fuccefsfel puth for lny
refloration. Gho te ur, fi que fpes erst pofe fludus bokorur,
exloritate, multitudine comparata, rem confice, dev operam ut
uno umpetu perfringatn.  Ad. At ui 23,

difay
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difappoint your tender efforts for my reftoration, A-U.695.
I am fenfible at the fame time, of the many dif-
ficulties that muft he conquered ere that paint
an be effe@ed: and that it would have been
much eafier to have maintained my poft, than
it 1s to recover it. Neverthelefs, if all the tri-
bunes are in my intereft ; if Lentulus is really
as zealous in my caufe as he appears; and if
Pompey and Cefar likewife concur with him in
the fame views, I ought not, moft certainly, to
defpair.

With regard to our flaves; I am willing to
a& as our friends, you tell me, advife, Asrto
your concern in refpect to the plague which
broke out here ; it is entirely ceafed : and I had
the good fortune to efcape all infeétion, How-
ever, it was my defire to have changed my pre-
fent fituation for fome more retired place in Epi-
rus, where I might be fecure from Pifo and his
foldiers®. But the obliging Plancius was un«

* Lucius Calphurnius Pio, who was conful this year
with Gabinius.” They were both the profefled enemies of
Cicero, and fupported Clodiusin his violent meafures. The
vrovince of Macedonia had fallen to the former, and he was
aow preparing to fet out for his government, where his
troops were daily arriving.  Cicero has delineated the cha-
raters at large of thefe confuls in feveral of his orations:
but he. has in two words given the moft odious pi€lure of
them thag exafperated eloquence perhaps ever drew, where
he calls them th:.mpu&bc¢ portenta ac pene funera: AN €X-
preflion for which mode"n language can furmfh no equi-

valent. De prow. confus. = See remark z1.p, 174 of this vol.
and remark 2. p. 102, vol 2. .

D3 willing
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AU.695. willing to part with me; and ftill indeed detains

"™ me here in the hope that we may return to-
gether to Rome?. If ever 1 fhauld Iive to fee
that happy day; if ever I fhould be reftored to my
Terentia, to my children and to myfelf, I fhall
think all the tender follicitudes we have fuffered
during this {ad feparation, abundantly repaid.

Nothing can exceed the affection and huma-
nity of Pifo’s* behaviour towards every one of
us: and I wifh he may receive from it as much
fatisfaction, as 1 am perfuaded he will honour,
—1 was far from intending to blame you with
refpe& to my brother: but it 1s much my defire,
efpecially as there are fo few of you, that you
fhould live together in the moft perfe&t harmony,
—I have made my acknowledgments where you
defired, and acquainted the perfons you mention,
that you had informed me of their fervices.

As to the eftate you propofe to fell ; alas!
my dear Terentia, think well of the confequence:
think what would become of our unhappy
boy, fhould fortune ftill continue to perfecute
us. But my eyes ftream too faft to fuffer me to
add more: nor would [ draw the fame tender
flood from yours. I will only fay, that if my

3 Plancius was at this time Quaftor in Macedoniz, and
difinguifhed lumfelf by many generous offices to Cicero
%\. };ii:ie)‘ﬂc' Pro Plarc. pafim,  See remark 1. on letter z,

+ Cicero’s fon-in-law.

frienc
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friends fhould not defert me, I fhall be in no A.U.6g;s.
diftrefs for money : and if they fhould, the mo- “™
ney you can raife by the fale of this eftate will
hittle avail. I conjure you then by all our mif-
fortunes, let us not abfolutely ruin our poor
boy, who is well-nigh totally undone already.
If we can but raife him above indigence, a mo-
derate fhare of good fortune and merit will be
fufficient to open his way to whatever elfe we
can with him to obtain. Take care of your
health, and let me know by an exprefs how
your negotiations proceed, and how affairs in
general ftand.—My fate muft now be foon de-
termined. I tenderly falute my fon and daugh~

ter, and bid you all Farewel.

Dyrrachiam 5,
Nov.-mber 26,

P.S. Icame hither not only as it is a free
city *, and much in my intereft, but as it is fi
tuated likewife near Italy °.  Butif I thould find
any inconvenience from its being a town of fuch
great refort, I fhall remove elfewhere, and give
you due notice,

* A city in Macedonia, now called Durazzo, in the
Turkifh dominions. 'This letrer, tho’ dated from Dyrra-
chium, appears to have been wholly wsitten except the poft«
feript, ag Theflalomica,

* That 15, 2 city which had the privilege, tho’ in the
déminions of the Roman republic, to be governed by its
own laws,

® Befides the reafons here mentioned, there was another
and much ftronger which induced Cicero to leave Thefialo-

D4 LET-
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LETTER IX.

To TERENTIA.

Received three letters from you by the hands

of Ariftocritus, and have wept over them
till they are almoft defaced with my tears. Ah!
my Terentia, I am worn out with grief: nor
do my own perfonal misfortunes more feverely
torture my mind, than thofe with which you and
my children are opprefled. Unhkappy indeed,
as you are, I am ftill infinitely mare fo; as
our common afflitions are attended with this
aggravating circumftance to myfelf, that they
are juftly to be  imputed to my imprudence
alone. I ought, moft undoubtedly, either to
have avoided the danger by accepting the com-
miffion7 which was offered me; or to have
repelled force by force, or bravely to have pe-
rithed in the attempt. Whereas nothing could
have been more unworthy of my charaéter, or
more pregnant with mifery than the fchem= 1

nica- for he hadreccived intelligence that Pifo’s troops were
approaching towards that city, 44 At . 22.

7 As it anfwered Czfar’s purpofes eith-r to gain Cicero,
or to rumn him, he artfully laid his meafures for both. And
accordingly, afrer having nftigated Clodius to purfue Ci-
cero, he off.red to take lam nto Gaul 1 the quality of his
lieutenant, as a means of proteéting him from that venge-
ance he had fecretly ndamed. But Cicero being more gnf-
puled to try his ftrength wath hus adverfary, imprudently
declted the propofal.  Dis, xxxvu, 44 Ait. n. 18,19,

ha'=
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have pufued®. I am overwhelmed therefore, A.U.6o5.
not only with forrow, but with thame : yes, my s
Terentia, I blufth to refle&t that I did not exert
that fpirit I ought for the fake of fa excels
Jent a wife and fuch amiable children. The
diftrefs in which you are all equally ivolved,
and your own ill ftate of health in par-
ticular, are ever in my thoughts: as I have
the mortification at the fame time to ob-
ferve, that there appear but flender hopes of
my being recalled. My enemies, in truth,
are many ; while thofe who are jealous of me
are almoft innumerable : and tho’ they found
great difficulty in driving me from my coun-
try, it will be extremely eafy for them to pre-
yent my return. However, as long as you
have any hepes that my reftoration may be ef-
fected, I will not ceafe to co-operate with your
endeavours for that purpofe ; left my weaknels
fhould feem upon all occafions to fruftrate every
meafure in my favour. In the mean while, my
perfon (for which you are fo tenderly concern-
¢d) is tecure from all danger: as in truth I
am fo completely wretched, that even my ene-
mues themfelves muft with, in mere malice, to
preferve my life.  Neverthelefs, I fhall not fail
to obferve the caution you kindly give me.

% See remark 1 on the preceding letter.

1 have
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I have fent my acknowledgiments by Dexip-
pus to the perfons you defired me, and men-
tioned at the fame time, that you had informed
me of their good offices. I am perfeétly fen-
fible of ghofe which Pifo exerts towards us with
{o uncommon a zeal: and indeed it is a circum-
france which all the world fpeaks of to his ho-
nour. Heaven grant I may live to enjoy with
you and our children, the common happinefs of
{fo valuable a relation ¥ !

The only hope I have now left, arifes from
the new tribunes, and that too depends upon
the fteps they fhail take in the commencement
of their office : for if they fhould pofipore my
affair, I fhall give up all expeétations of its ever
being effected.  Accordingly I have difpatched
Anftocritus, that you may fend me immediate
notice of the firft meafures they fhall purfue,
together with the general plan upon which they
propofe to conduét themfelves. 1 have like-

9 He bad the great misfortune to be difappownted of
this with . for P.fo died {focn after this letter was written.
Cicero mentions him 1n feveral parts of his wnurgs, with
the highelt gratitude and cfteem. He reprefents him as a
young Nobleman, of the gicateft talents and apphcation,
who devoted his whole time to the unprovemceis of hus
mind, ard the cxciafe of ¢l quence; as one whofe mozal
quahficaions were 1o lefs extraordinary than his intellec-
teal, and 1 fhoit as poffeflid of every accomphfhment and,
every virtue that could endear him to hts hiends, to his
fanuly, and to the pubhic. Pir Sext. 31. De clar, orator. 271,
Aa -625‘”'”’ 1.

wile
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wife ordered Dexippus to return to me with all A.U.693,
expedition, and have written to my brother -to e
requeft he would give me frequent information
in what manner affairs proceed. It is with a
view of receiving the eailieft intelligence from
Rome, that I continue at Dyrrachium ; a place.
where I can remain in perfect fecurity, as I have
upon all occafions diftinguithed this city by my
particular patronage. However, as foon as I fhall
receive intimation thatmy enemies® are approach-
ing, it is my refolution to retire into Epirus.

In anfwer to your tender propofal of accom-
panying me in my exile; I rather choofe you
fhould continue in Rome; as I am fenfible it
is upon you, that the principal burthen of my
affarrs muft reft.  If your generous negotiations
fhould fucceed; my return will prevent the ne-
ceffity of that journey: if otherwife——But I
need not add the reft. The next letter I fhall
receive from you, or at moft the fubfequent one,
will derermine me in what manner to act. In
the mean time [ defire you would give me a
full and faithful information how things go on :
though indeed I have now more reafon to expect
the final refult of this affair, than an account of
its progrefs.

* The troops of Pifo. See remark 2. on the former

letter.
Take
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Take care of your health ¥ conjure you; af-

futing yourfelf that you are, as you ever have
been, the obje@ of my fondeft withes. Fares
wel, my dear Terentia! I fee you fo firongly
before me whillt } am writing, that I am utterly
fpent with the tears I have fhed. Once more
Farewel *,

I3
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“

Dyrrachium,
Nov the joth.

* v This great man, who had been the faviour of his
country, who had feared, 1n the fupport of that caufe, nei-
ther the mfults of a defperate paity, nor the daggers of
affaflins ; when he came to fuffer for the fame caufe, funk
under the weight, He difhonoured tha: bamfhment
which indulgent Providence meant to be the means of 1en-
desg his glory complete, Uncertain where he fhould
g0, or what he thould do, fearful as a woman, and fro-
ward as a child, he lamented the lofs of his rark, of his
riches, and of his {plendid popularity. His eloquence
ferved only to paint hus mifery m fronger colorrs He
veept over the ruins of his fine houfe, which Clodius had
demolithed ; and his feparation from Terenta, whom he
repudiated not long afterwards, was perhaps an afflichon
to hum at this ime. Every thing becomes mtolerable to
the man who is cnce {ubdued by gref. He regrets what
he took no pleafure 11 enjoying, and, oveiloaded alrea ly,
he thrinks at the weight of a feather, Cicero’s beha-
viour, in fhort, was fuch that his friends, as well as his
enemies, belier ed him to have lolt his {enfes.  Cexfar be-
held, with a fecret fausfaétion, the man, who had 1efufed
to be his hieutcnant, weeping under the rod of Clodius.
Pompey hoped to find {ome excufe for his own ingrau-
tude wn the contempt which the friend. whom he had
abandoned, expefed hunfelf to. Nay Attcus judged him
too nearly attached to his former fortune, and reproach-
ed him for 1t Atucus, even Atticus bluthed for Tully,
and the moft plaufible man alive affumed the fyle cf
Cato?  Bilug. Refiees. on Bagle. p. 253.

LET-
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LETTER X

To Quintus MerELLYS Nxpos, the Conful%

HE letters I received both from my bro- A.U.696.

ther and my friend Atticus ftrongly en- “——7
couraged me to hope, that you were not lefs
difpofed than your collegue to favour my recall.
In confequence of this perfuafion, I immediately
wrote to you in terms fuitable to my prefent
unfortunate circumftances: acknowledging my
grateful fenfe of your generous intentions, and
intreating your future affiftance. But I after-
wards learned, not indeed fo much by any hint
of this kind from my friends, as from the re-
port of thofe who pafled this way, that you did
not continue in the fame favourable fentiments’ :
for which reafon I would not venture to impor-
tune you any farther. My brother however,
having tranfmitted me a copy of the fpeech

* This is the fame perfon, who, when he was tribune,
gave occafion by hus ill-treatmient of Cicero, to the fecond
and third letters of tlus book. Ile wa:s now conful with
Fublius Cotnelius Lentulus.

3 Whilft the friends of Cicerd were exverting their endea-
volrs to procure Jus reftoration, Clodius was oppofing their
defigns by every method of artifice and violence. in which
ke was proteéted by Metellus, notwithftandirg be had given

intimations of 2 difpofition to favour Cicero’s wutereft,  Lsfe
& Crcai. 408. 8o, Edit

$ you
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AUb6. you lately made in the fenate, I found it ani-
mated with fuch a fpirit of candout and mode-
ration, that I was induced to write to you once
mote. Let me earneftly requeft you then ¢
confider rather the interefts then the paffions of
your family*, left by falling in with their unjuft
and cruel oppofition to me, you fhould open a
way by which they themfelves may be opprefled
in their turn, Is it poffible, indeed, that you,
who gained fuch a glorious conqueft over your-
felf as to facrifice your own private enmities®
to the welfare of the republic, fhould be pré-
vailed upon to add ftrength to a refentment in
others which evidently tends to its deftrution?
If you think proper then to afferd me your af-
fiftance in this conjunéture, you may, upon all
occafions, depend on my utmoft fervices in
return.  On the other hand, fhould that lawlefs
violence, which has wounded the commonwealth
through my fide, be fuffered ftill to prevail ; it

4 Clodius was coufin to Metellus.  Pof red. 12 fen. 10.

5 The firft ftep that Lentulus took when he entered upon
the admunftration of his office, was to move the fenate
that Cicero muight be recalled. Upon which occafion his
collegue Metellus made the conceffion to which Cicero feems
bere to allude; declarmg tiiat he was wailling to facrifice
his private refentment againft Cicero, to the general incli-
hations of the fenate and the people. Neverthelefs, he fhill
continued to fupport Clodius, as has been alicady obferved
in the note above. Pro Sevr. 32. poff 1ed. : fon. iv. See
romark 26, on letter 17, p. 173. B. 1i,

imports
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imports you to reflect, whether if you fhould A.U.6y5.
hereafter be inclined to recall the opportunity b
of preferving our general hiberties, you will not

have the misfortune of finding it much too late °,
Farewel,

LETTER XL

To Farivs GaLrus®

Have been atracked with a diforder in my
bowels, which continued with great violence
during ten days: but as it was not atrended
with a fever, I could not perfuade thofe who
had occafion for my {ervices, that I was really

¢ Notwithftanding that Pompey, Cafar, and indsed all
the principal peifons of the repabhe now concurted in fu-
vouring Cicero’s retuin, yet the praduces of Cladus pre-
vented a decree for that purpofs, ull the fuft of June.
Nor was 1t tll the 4th of Auguft followmg thar (1 de-
cree paffed into a general law. 1n confequeare of wluch,
Cicero foon afterwards made hys trumphant ey 1o
Rome. Metellus joined in procuring this decree  a change
of {fentiments, wiach Cicero mmputed 10 a moft pathetie
fpeech which Scruihus ifauricus dilivered m the funate
upon this occafion, and which fo fotiened DMetelius, i-
feems, that he melted into tears. But the true caufe 1»
more probably to be afcribed to the wflueace of Cafar and
Pompey: who, in order to morufy Clodis, whof: power
now began to be troublefome to tham, thoupht it conve-
nient for their purpofe. that Cicero fhould be retored. Pre
Sext. 31. 62. Ad Qurr. 7.

# Gallus 1s only known by threc or four letters which
Cicero has addreffed to hun. hon. wiich however, no-
thing particular caa be celletled concerowg bos hiltory or
character.

indils
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AU.696. indifpofed. In order therefore to avoid theit

e~ im'portunities, I retired to Tufculanuvm having
obferved fo ftritt an abftinence for 1wo uays
before, as not to have taftc! even 3 C(rup of
water. Reduced then as 1 am by ror illnef®
and my fafting, I had more realva 1o heope for a
vifit from you, than to imagine you expected one
from me.

Diftempers of every kind I greatly dread;
but particularly of that fort for which the Stoics
have cenfured your favourite Epicurus, where
he complains ® of being violently affliGed
with the dyfentery and the ftrangury: as
the former; they affert, is the confequence of
table indulgencies, and the latter of a more
thameful intemperance. I had indeed great rea-
fon to apprchénd a dyfentery: but whether it
be from change of air, or a relaxation from bu-
finefs, or that the diftemper had almoft f{pent
itfelf, I know not; but I am formnewhat better
fince I came hither. You will wonder per-
haps what exceffes I have been gulty of, 19
bring upon myfelf this diforder. 1 muft in-
form you then, that I owe it to the frugal regula

® In a letter which he wrote during his laft ficknefs: 2

tranflation of which is given us by Cicero, in his treaufe De
fimbus, d. 31.

tions
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tions of the fumptuary law*. The predu&ts of AU.6g6.
the earth being excepted out of the rcﬁri&iqns ‘ .
of that at; our elegant eaters, in order to
bring vegetables into fathion, have found out
a method of dreffing them in fo high a tafte,
that nothing can be more palatable. It was im-
mediately after having ecaten very freely of a
dith of this fort, at the inauguration feaft of
Lentulus ¢, that I was feized with a diarrhcea
which has never ceafed till this day. Thus you
fee, that I who have withftood all the tempta-
tions that the nobleft lamprys arid oifters could
throw in my way, have at laft beeh over-
powered by paltry beets and mallows : but it has
taught me however to be more cautious for the
future. As Anicius found mein one of my fick
fits, you muft undoubtedly have heard of my
illnefs: T was in hopes therefore you would not
have contented yourfelf with inquiring after my
welfare, but would have given me the fatif

¢ Manutius conje@ures, that the law alluded to, is one
which is afcribed by Aulus Gellns to Marcus Licinius Craf-
{us, and which paffed in the year of Rome 643. By this
lawadie expences of the table were regulated both in regard
tg/oﬁﬁdinary and extraordinary occafions, with the expref3
'exception mentioned by Cicero in the next fentence, con-
cerning the article of vegetables.  7id. Aul. Gell. 1. 24.

4 He was fon of Publius Cornelius Lentulus, one of the
tonfuls of the prefent year; to whom the next letter and
feveral of the following ones in this and the fubfequent
book are written. He gave this entertaiument, on oceafiou of
his beirig chofen a member of the college of Augurs. Mazuz

Vor. I. E faction
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faction of a vifit. I purpofe to continue here,
¢ill 1 fhall have re-eftablithed my health: for I
am extremely weakened and emaciated. But if
I can once get the better of my diforder, 1 hope
I thall find no difficulty in recovering all the
reft. Farewel.

LETTER XIL

To Pusrius LenTUuLUs, Proconful ',

Find it much eafier to fatisfy the world than
myfelf in thofe facred offices of friendfhip
I exert in your behalf. Numberlefs indeed

* Publius Lentulus was conful together with Quintus
Metellus Nepos, A, U. 696, the year before this lefter was
wntten. During his admmiftration of that office, he diftin-
guifhed himfelf by his zeal in promoting Cicerc’s recall
from bamfhment: which, after many difficaltes thrown in
the way by Clodius, he at length effe@ed. At the ex-
piration of his confulate he fucceeded to the government
of Cilicia, one of the moft confiderable provinces in Afia
minor, now called Carmania: and the following coref
pondence was carried on with him whilft he coutinued in
that province. Cafar had upon many important occafions
given him very fignal nftances of his friendfhip, par-
ticularly in gamning him an entrance into the pontifical
college; in procuring him the province of lower Spain
after he had paffed through the office of pratd:; and by
affiting hum 1n obtaiming the confulthip. Yet thei obli-
gations were not {o powerful i the fentiments of Len-
tulus, as to fuperfede thofe more important ones which li-
owed to his country. Accordingly he oppofed the illec ™
and dangerous demands of Cafar, with great warmth and
indignation in the fenate. and upon the breaking out of the
civil war, joined humfelf with Pompey. He fteadily perfe-
vered in following the caufe and the fortune of that un-
happy chief, nowwithftanding Cafar generoufly gave him his

arc
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are the obligations you have conferred upon me: A.U.6gy.
and as you perfevered with unwearled zeal el ™"
you had effeted my recall from exile; I efteem
it the greateft mortification of my life, thuitf I
cannot aét in your affairs with the fame fuccefs,
The truth is, Ammonius, who refides here as
Ambaflador from Prolemy *, deféats all my

Wfe and his hiberty, when he fell into his hands upon the
ferrender of Corfiium. For it appears by a letter in this
colleétion, that he was afterwards at the battle of Phar-
falia, from whence he fled with Pompey to Rhodes: and
this 1s the fartheft we can trace him. He is mentioned
by Cicero among the celebrated orators of his age: though
his merit of this kind was, it feems, more owing to his
acquired, than his natural talents, , Ca/. B. C. i Plat. in
Cef. Cic. ep. Fam. il 14 Cuc. de ops. gen. dic.

* King of Egypt, and father of the celebrated Cleopa-
tra. He was furnamed Auleres, in allufion to his fkill in
playmg tpon a certain mulfical infirument called by the
Greeks Aulss.  The title of this prince to his throne bein
precarious, he found means, by the intereft of Cazfar an
Pompey, to be declared an ally of the Roman republic,
about two years before the date of this letter : for which
pece of fervice they were to receive no lefs a reward thun
one million one hundred fixty-two thoufand five hundred
pounds, The heavy taxes Ptolemy was obhged to impofe
w order to rafe this immenfe tribute, together with other
afts of tyranny and oppreflion, occafioned fuch a general
difcontens, among his people, that they took up arms and
drovgsiim out of Egypt. In this exigency he had recourfe
to ;&f republic, in virtue of the alliance juft mentioned.
Mis fubjecs likewife fent an embafly to Rome, compofed
of an hundred of their principal ciizens, to plead their
¢anfe before the fenate: but Ptolemy having notice of this
deputation, procured part of them to be nﬂ'aigﬁnated on their
way thicher ; others as foon as they arrived; and the reft
he filenced, by proper applications tq their fears,” and
their avarice. This, together with his immenfe and open
profufions among the venal part of the republic, rendered
hun generally detefted at Rome; infomuch that notwith-

Ez2 fchemes,
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AU.6g7. fchemes, by the moft fhameles and avowed

- bribery : and he is fupplied with money for this
purpofe, from the fame quarter as when you |
were in Rome. The party in the king’s in-
tereft, (tho’ their number, it muft be owned, is
inconfiderable) are all defirous that Pompey
may be employed to re-inftate him in his do-
minions. The fenate, on the other hand, fall
in with the pretended oracle*; not indeed as

ftanding he was zealoufly fupported by Pompey, who aétu-
ally obtained a decree in his favour, yet the oppofition was
fo firong, that the {enate after various debates, thought
proper to let the affair wholly drop. His laft refource
therefore was, to apply himfelf to Gabinius, proconful of
Syria. Accordingly Gabimus, upon the promufe of 10,000
talents, and at the recommendation of Pompey, boldly un-
dertook, and effeCted, his reftoration without being autho-
nifed by any legal commiffion for that purpofe. Duo. xxxix.
Liv. Epet. 105, Cic. Orat. m Pijon. See remark 7. p. g6.
of this vol.

3 Caws Cato, a relation of the celebrated M. Portius
Cato who killed himfelf at Utica, was in the number of
thofe who molt ftrenuoufly oppofed the reftoration of Prole-
my. He was a young man of a turbulent and enterprifing
difpofition, which he fupported with fome degree of elo-
quence. This at leaft is the charalter which Feneftella
gives of him, as that annahft is cited by Noniws: but of
ke was never engaged in an oppofition lefs reafonable than
the prefent, Hiftory has not done him juftice ~Among
other expedients which he employed to obfirut the” Yefigns
of thofe who favoured Ptolemy, he had recourfe to & nro-
ghecy which he pretended to have found in the Sibyllice

ooks; and which contained a fevere denunciation againft
the ftate, if the Romans afifted a king of Egypt wiih
their troops in 1ecovering his throne. This had in fome
meafure its defired effe@t : for the fenate (which in gene-
ral was in the fame fentiments as to this pont with Cato)
voted it dangerous to the interefts of the repubhc to em-
ploy any force in favour of Prolemy,

giving
1.
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giving any credit to its preditions, but as being A.U.697.
in general ill-inclined to this prince, and de- —
tefting his moft corrupt practices. In the mean
while, I omit no opportunity of admonithing
Pompey with great freedom, and conjuring
him not to aét fuch a part in this affair, as would
caft the deepeft ftain- upon his character. 1
muft do him the juftice at the fame time to
acknowledge, that fo far as his own condu&
is concerned, there does not appear the leaft
foundation for any remonftrances of this fort.
On the contrary, he is perpetually exprefling
the higheft zeal for your intereft : and he lately
fupported it in the fenate, with the utmoft force
of eloquence and the ftrongeft profeffions of
friendthip. Marcellinus 4, I need not tell you,
is a good deal difpleafed at your folliciting this

The Sibyls were certain fuppofed prophetefles, concern-
ing whom there is great variety of opinions; hiftorians
being by no means agreed as to thewrr number, their
couniry, or the age in which they lived. Thofe who are
inchned to read a very ridiculous ftory, may find an ac-
count in Aulus Gellws of the manner by which the Ro-
mans 2~."faid to have pofiefled themfelves of thefe oracular
W(fés. Thefe prophecies were carefully depofited in the

pitol, and confulted upon certain extraordinary occa-
tions. 'There are fome ancient writings ftill extant which
pafs under the name of the Sibylline oracles: but thefe
oracles ¢ feem to have been all, from firft to laft, and
‘* without any exception, mere impoftures.”” 44 Q. Frat.
11-8 2. Aul. Gell. A, 19, Jortsn's remarks o Ecclef. Hiff.p.
284.

* One of the prefent confuls,

Ej com.
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AU.697 commiffion : in all other refpedts, I dare ventose
to- fay, be will very ftrenuoufly promote your
intereft. We muft be contented to take him in
his own way: for I perceive it is impofiible to
diffuade him from propofing that the injunctions
of the oracle fhall be complied with. And in
fact, he has already made feveral motions to that
purpofe.

I wrote this early on the 13th: ard T will now
give you an account of what has hitherto paffed
in the fenate. Both Hortenfius and I.ucullus
agreed with me in moving, that the prohibi-
tion of the oracle thould be obeyed : and indeed
it does not feem poflible to bring this matter ta
bear upon any other terms. But we propofed at
the fame time, that in purfuance of the decrce®
which was made on your own motion, you fhould
be appointed to re-¢ftablith Prolemy in his king-
dom; the fituation of your province lying fo
conveniently for that purpofe. In a word, we
confented that the army fhould be given up, in

$ Before Lentulus fet out for his government, the fenate
had come to a refolution of affifting Ptolemy with a k\dv
of troops; and (as has already been obferved) a decree had
aftually pafled for that purpofe. It was voted at the fame
time, that the conful, whofe lot it thould prove to admi-
nifter the province of Cilicia, fhould be charged with this
commiffion : and accordingly fortune decided 1t in favour
of Lentulus. But the artifices of Caius Cato, taken notice
of in the note above, prevented this decree from bemg
carried into execution, Orat. pro Rabir.

deference
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eference to the oracle; but infifted neverthelefs A.U.6g7.
that you fhould be employed in effe@ing this — ¥
reftoration.  Craflus, on the other fide, was for
having this commiffion executed by three per-
fons to be chofen from among our generals:
and confequently he did not mean to exclude
Pompey. Marcus Bibulus joined with him as
to the number ; but thought that the perfons to
be nominated fhould not bear any military com-
mand. All the reft of the co. fulars were in the
fame fentiments, except Servilius, Afranius, and
Volcatius. The firft abfolutely oppofed our
cngaging in Prolemy’s reftoration upon any
terms whatfoever : but the two lafi were of opi-
nion, that, agreeably to the motion of Lupus,
this commiffion fhould be given to Pompey,
This circumitance has encreafed the fufpicion
concerning the real inclinations of the latter : as
his mofl particular friends were obferved to con-
cur with Volcatius. They are labouring this
point with great affiduity : and, I fear, it will be
carried againft us. Libo and Hypfaus are
opg#ly foliciting for Pompey: and in truth the
#bnduct of all his friends at this junéture makes
it generally believed,. that he is defirous of the
office. Yet the misfortune is, that thofe who are
unwilling it fhould fall into his hands, are not
the more inclined to place it in yours: as they
E 4 are
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A.U.697- are much difpleafed at your having contributed
to the late advancement of his power®, For
myfelf; 1 find 1 have the lefs influence in your
caufe, as it is fuppofed I am folely governed by
a principle of gratitude: at the fame time, the
notion which prevails that this affair affords an
o:pportunity of obliging Pompey, renders my

¢ Lentulus, during his confulate, propofed and carried a
law in favour of Pompey, which in efet invefted him with
the whole power of the Roman empire. For under a pre-
tended fearcity of corn (as fome of the hiftorians feem to
reprefent 1t, tho’ Dion Caffius indeed {peaks of it as real)
he was commuflioned to provide the republic with that com-
modity : by which mcans all thofe who were concerned in
the naval, the commerezl, and landed intereft. erher mn
Italy or the provinces, became his tribytaries and depen-
dents. By another law, Pompey was authonzea during
the fpace of five years to exercife proconfular power
throughout all the Roman dominmiony . and ir is tp thefe
extravagant grants that Cicero feems to allude. The
former, indeed, of thefe two laws Clcero himfelf very zea-
loufly promoted, in return to the fervices he had lately re-
cewved from Pompey in the affair of his reftoration. And
tho’ the latter invefted that afpirng chief with a power
much too excrbitant (as 1s intimated 1n g letter to Atticus)
to be endured 1n a free flate; yet Cicero fulfered it to pals
without the leaft oppofition. We learn from his own con-
feihon, the mean mcuve of this unworthy filence.  As the
Ponufical callege, it feems, had not yet made then repor-
concermng the validity of Clodius’s confecratiofenf his
area, (fee remark 5. p. 32. of this vol.} he thongfx 1t
anfafe to withfland” any of Pompey’s demands, left e
rught mfluence their decifion to his prjudice . #os tace-
mus; et eo magis, quod de domo ’mﬁ;a n1bil adbuc Pontrfices
refponderunt.  Lentulus on the ather hand, was fufpeted
of procuring thefe Jaws in view of his own defigns, and in
order to divert Pompey from the thoughts of being em-
ployed in re-eftablifhing Ptolemy on his throne. Thus
were the libertics of Rome facrificed to the private purpofes

of her pl:ctcnded patriots ! Pluz. 1n wit, Pomp. Dio xxx1x.
24 A oivoa,

appli-
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applications likewife not altogether fo effeftual AU.697,
as they might otherwife prove. It is thus I am
labouring in this perplexed bufinefs : which the
king himfelf, long before you left Rome, as
well as the friends and dependants of Pompey,
had artfully embarraffed. To this T muft add
the avowed oppofition I meet with from the
confulars ; who reprefent our affifting Ptolemy
with an army, as a meafure that would highly
refleét upon the dignity of the fenate. Be af-
fured however, 1 fhall employ every means in
my power of teftifging both to the world in ge-
neral, and to your friends in particular, the
fincerity of that affeétion I bear you. And
were there any honour in thofe who ought to
have fhewn themfelves influenced by its higheft
and moft refined principles, I fhould not have fo
many difficulties to encounter. Farewel.

LETTER XIIL

To Quintus Varerius Oreca ™.

Y OU remember, I doubt not, that when I
attended you on your way towards your

* He had been prator the year before: and very in.
frumenta) in procuring Cicero’s recall frum exile. At the
expiration of his pratorfhip he obtained the government of
Atrica : and this letter feems to have been wrnitten o him
Yoon after his arrival in that province. Pigb. anpal. ii. 384

province,
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A.U.697. province, I-took occafion in the prefence of Pub,
® lius Cufpius, to defire you would confider every
friend of hus whom I fhould recommend to you,
as in the number of my own: and that [ after-
wards repeated this requeft 1n the {trongeft man-
ner. You then affured me, with great genero-
fity and politenefs, and agreeably to that affec-
tionate rezard with which you have ever difttin-
guithed me, that you would comply with my
requeft. T am to wnform you then, that Cufpius
having been twice 1n Africa during the time thag
he had the direction of the affairs of the com-
pany which farms the revenues of that province,
contracted fome acquaintance in that part of the
woild whom he greatly loves: and as no man s
more zcalous to ferve his friends, he very warm-
ly efpoufes their intereft. I am always ready to
affit him for that purpofe to the utmoft of my
credit and 1nfluence : which I mention as a zea-
fon for my recommending his African friends
in general to your protection. For the future
therefore, I fhall only acquaint you that the per-
fon in whofe behalf I may happen to write, s a
fiiend of Cufpius: and then add the diitinguifhd
ing mark we agreed upon”. But my prefent
b To (ili&mgui(h thofe recommendations which were writ-
ten merely in complhance with fohitations he could not

refufe, from others that were the fincere diftates of hus
heait.

recom-
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recommendation is of the ftrongeft kind: as it. A.U-697.
is in compliance with the moft earneft defire of =
Cufpius, that I intreat your good offices ta
Lucius Julius® If I were to requeft them in
the terms that are ufually employed in the fin-
cereft folicitations of this nature, I fhould {carce
Gatisfy, 1 believe, the zeal of my friend. He
requires fomething more new and fingular in the
manner of my prefent addrefs : and imagines I
am mafter of a certain art, that renders me ex-
tremely well qualified for the tafk. I promufed
therefore to recommend his friends to you, by
all the moft fkilful and infinuating methods of
perfuafion. Butas I find myfelf incapable of
executing this promife; I can only intreat you
to give him reafon to imagine, that there was
fomething wonderfully efficacious in this letrer.
Now this he will certainly fuppofe, 1f you exer-
cife towards Julius every generous act that your
politenefs and your ftation enable you to con-
fer; not only by diftant fervices, but by your
perfonal notice and diftin&ion : for you cannot
umagine, as you have not been long enough in
your poft to know it by your own obfervation,
Low great an advantage it is to a man to have
the countenance of the governor of his province.
I am perfuaded, that Julius well deferves every
mark of your friendfhip upcn his own account ;
not
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A.U.697.'not only becaufe Cufpius has affured me that he-
does, (which of itfelf indeed would be a very
fufficient reafon for my thinking f{o) but becaufe
I know the great judgment of the latter in the
choice of his friends.

Time will foon d:fcover the effets which this
letter fhall produce; and they will be fuch, I
confidently truft, as to demand my acknow-
Jedgments. In the mean while, you may de-
pend upon my beft fervices here, in every in-
ftance wherein I fhall imagine you would defire
them. Farewel.

P. S. Publius Cornelius, the bearer of this
letter, is pne whom I likewife recommend to
you at the requeft of Cufpius: and how much I
am bound both by inclination and gratitude to
do every thing for his fake that is in my power,
is a circumnftance of which I have already fuffici-
ently informed you. Let me intreat you there-
fore, that he may very foon and very frequently
have the ftrongeft reafons to thank me for this
my recommendation of his friend. Farewel.

LET-
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LETTER XIV.

To Pusrivs LENTULUS, Proconful.

HE fenate met on the 13th of January, A.U.6g7.

but came to no refolution; the greateft
part of that day having been fpent in fome warm
contei@.which‘ arofe between Marcellinus?, the
conful, and Caninius, one of the tribunes of the
people. I had myfelf alfo a very confiderable
fhare in the debates: and I reprefented the zeal
you have always thewn towards the fenate, in
terms that influenced them, I am perfuaded, much
to your advantage. The next day therefore,
we thought it fufficient briefly to deliver our
opinions ¢ as I perceived, not only by the fa-
vourable manner in which 1 was heard the day
before, but alfo by inquiring into the fentiments
of each particular member, that the majority
was clearly on our fide. The bufinefs of the
day opened with reporting to the houfe the fe-
veral opinions of Bibulus, Hortenfius, and Vol-
catius. The refpective queftions therefore were,
in the firft place, whether three commiffioners
{hlould be nominated for reftoring the king,
agreéably to the fentiments of Bibulus; in the

.7 Cueius Lentulus Marcellinus, who was confal this year
with L. Marcus Phulippus.

next,
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A.U.6g7. next, whether, according to thofe of Hortenfius,-
“™ the office thould be conferred upon you, but
without employing any forces; or laftly, whe-
ther, in conformity to the advice of Volcatiuss
this honour fhould be afligned to Pompey. The
point being thus ftated, it was moved that the
opinion of Bibulus might be referred to the de-
Liberation of the houfe in two feparate que-
ftions ®.  Accordingly, as it was now in vain to
oppofe his motion fo far as it related to pay-
ing obedience to the declaration of the oracle,
the fenate in general came into Jus fentiments :
but as to his propofal of deputing three com-
miffioners, it was rejeted by a very confider-
able majority. ‘The opinion next in order, was
that of Hortenfius. But when we were going
to divide upon it, Lupus, a tribune of the
people, infifted that in virtue of his office he
had the privilege of calling to a divifion of the
houfe, prior to the confuls: and therefore de-
manded that the voices fhould be firft taken

¥ « When an opinion was propofed to the fenate which
« was thought too general, and to include feveral diftinét
« articles, it was ufual to require that each part might
“ be propounded and voted feparately. Thus Bibulus
“ moved, that they might fubmit to the Sibyline oracle
< and appoint three private fenators ™ reftore the ki~g.
*- Baot the houfe rcquired that they might vote feparately
¢ upon thefe two queftions: and the event was, they una-
* mmounfly‘agreed to the former, but rejected the latter.”
Rofs rem. on Cic. famil, epyffs vol. i, p. 348,

upon
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upon the motion he had made in favour of Pom. A.U.6gy

pey- This claim was generally and ftrongly
oppofed: as indeed 1t was both unprece-
dented and unreafonable. The confuls them-
felves however did not greatly conteft that
pont: nor did they abfolutely give it up,
Their view_was to protra¢t the debates: and
.they ucceed‘c\cl accordingly. ‘They perceived in-
deed, that notwithftanding the majority affected
to appear on the fide of Volcatius; yet upon
a divifion, they would certainly vote with Hor-
tenfius. Neverthelefs, feveral of the members
were called upon to deliver their opinions : tho’
in truth much agamnft the inclinations of the
confuls, who were defirous that the fentiments
of Bibulus fhould prevail. Thefe debates con-
tinuing till night, the fenate brdke up without
coming to any refolution. I happened to pafs
the fame evening with Pompey: and as I liad
that day fupported your caufe in the fenate with
more than ordmnary fuccefs, I thought it af-
forded me the moft favourable opportunity of
{peaking to him in your behalf. And what
! faid, feemed to make fo ftrong an impreffion,
<hat I am perfuaded I have brought him whol-
1 over to your intereft. To fay the truth,
when ever I hear him mention this affair him-
felf, 1 entirely acquit him of being fecretly

6 defirous

3
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U.697. defirous of this commiffion. On the other

hand, when I obferve the condu® of his friends
of every rank, I am well convinced (and indeed
it is now evident likewife to the whole world)
that they have been gained by the corrupt mea-
fures which a certain party, with the confeni of
Prolemy and his advifers, have employed.—~-
I write this before fun-rife on tie 16th of Ja-
nuary : and the fenate is to meet agai~. on this
very day. I hope to preferve my authority in
that affembly; as far at leaft as is poffible amidft
fuch general treachery and corruption which
has difcovered itfelf upon this occafion. As to
what concerns the bringing this matter before
the people ; I think we have taken fuch precau-
tions, as will render it impracticable, urlefs by
atual violence, or in dite&® and open contempt,
both of our civil and religious inflitutions.
For this purpofe a very fevere order of the fe-
nate ° (which, I imagine, was immedately
tranfmitted to you) was entered yefterday in our
journals, notwith{tanding the tribunes Cato®
and Caninius interpofed their negatives.

9 When an at paficd the fenate in a full houfe, held
according to the prefcribed forms, and without any oppo-
fition from the tribunes (who had the privilege of puttinx a
negative upon all proceedings in the fenate) it was (=led
a jfenatus confultunt, 2 detree of the fenate. But if any o~
thefe effenuals were wanting, or a tribune interpofed, 1t
was then anly fuled a fenatus auffornas, an order of the
fenate, and confidered as of lefs anthority. Mant.

' See remark 3 p. g2. of this vol.

You
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You may depend upon my feading you a A-U.6gz
faithful account of every other occurrence which
may arife in this affair : and be affured, I fhall
exert the utmoft of my vigilance and my credit,
to conduét it in the moft advantageous manner
for'your intereft, Farewel.

LETTER XV.

To the Same.

ULUS Trebonius, who is an old and in-
timate friend of mine, has fome important

affairs in your province, which require immediate
difpatch. His own illuftrious charaer, together
with the recommendations of myfelf and others,
have, upon former occafions of this kind, ob-
tained for him the indulgence of your predecef-
fors. He is ftrongly perfuaded, therefore, from
that affection and thofe mutual good offices
which fubfift between you and me, that this let-
ter will not prove a lefs effectual follicitor in his
behalf: and let me earneftly intreat you not to
difappoint him in this higlexpé&tation. Accord-
ingly I rccommend his fervants, his freed-men,
i agents, md in fhort, his concerns of every
kind wo patronage : but pamt\tﬂ*érly I beg
you copfirm the decﬂwwh'ch Titus Am-
Vo 1. F pius
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A.U.697. pius * pafled in his favour. In one word, I hope

— you will take all opportunities of convincing
him, that you do not confider this recommen-
dation as a matter of common and unmeaning
form. Farewel.

LETTER XVi

To the Same,

HEN the fenate met on the 16th of

this month *, your affair ftood in a
very advantageous pofture. We had fucceeded
the day before againft the motion of Bibulus for
appointing three commiffioners, and had now
only to contend with Volcatius; when our ad-
verfaries prevented the queftion from beiag put,
by artfully protracting the debates. For they
faw we had in a very full houfe, and amudft
great cantrariety of opinions, carried our point,
to the confiderable mortification of thofe who
were for taking the king’s affairs out of your di-
rection, and transferring them to another hand.
Curio oppofed us. ‘npon this occafion with ex-
treme warmth ; while Bibulus {poke with more
temper, and indeed feemed “almoft inclinec. tw

* 'The predeceffor of Lentulus in this goversment. Pigh.
A U C. 696 :

* January,

»

favour
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favour our canfe. But Cato and Caninius abfo-
lutely refufed to fuffer any' decree to pafs, tilt

a general affembly of the people fhould be cond’

vened.
By the Pupian law, as you well know, there
cannot be another meeting of the fenate till the
Wit of Febisgry : nor indeed throughout that
wholenonth, unlefs all the foreign ambaffadors
thould have received, or be refufed, audience.
In the mean while, a notion prevails among the
people, that your adverfariese have infifted upon
this pretended oracle, not fo much with an intent
of obftru&ing your particular views, as in order
to difappoint the hopes of thofe who may be de-
firous of this expedition to Alexandrxa, nere-
ly from the ambition of commandmg an army.
[he whole world is fenfible indeed, of the re-
gard which the fenate has fhewn to your charac-
ter: and it is notorioufly owing to the artifices
of your enemies, that the houfe did not divide
upon the queftion propofed in your favour. But
fhould the fame perfons under a pretended zeal
for the public, (tho’ in faa m the moft ‘infa-
Mous motives) attempt to brmg this affair be-
fg,2 general affembly of the people; we have
foficerted our meafures fo well, that they cannot
poflibly effect their defigns without having recourfe
to violence ; or at leaft without fetting the or-
EFa ances

67
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;M,ggy dinances of our country, both civil and religi-
b gaad ous, it avewed defiance *—But I will neither
oftentatioufly difplay my own endeavours to affift
you in. this conjuncture, nor dwell upon the
unworthy treatment you have received from
others. 'What merit, indeed, can I thence claim
to myfelf, who could not acquit hal{ the obliga-
tions 1 owe you, were I even to facrifice "my
life to your fervice ? On the other hand, what
avails it to difquiet my mind with complaining
of thofe injuries, which I cannot refleét upon
without the deepeft concern? I will therefore
only add, if methods of violence fhould be em-
ployed, I cannot pretend, in this general con-
tempt of all legal authority, to anfwer for the
event. In every other refpe&® I will venture to
affure you, that both the fenate and the people

3 It was no very difficult matter for the contending par-
ties ip the republic, when they were difpofed to obftruct
the defigns of an oppofite fattion, to find an expedient for
that Purpofe. One cannot but wonder indeed that any
public bufinefs could be carried on, when nothing mose
was necefary to emibarrals the proceefiings, fhan to procure
fome tribune to interpofe his negative, or any magiftrate to
obferve the heawens, Thos latter was a {pecies of divinanion
pra&ifed among the Romans, 1n order to determine whe-
ther any {cheme under deliberation, would be prejudicial
or advantageous to the flate. It conkfted in remarkiig
certajn appearances in the heavens, or patiicular ny .
in the vowe or flight of birds, which were fuppoled ithily
mations of good or ill fuccefs, While this ceremony was
performing, no aflembly of the people could be legally
held, nor any act pafs into a law. To both thele methods,
it 1s probble, Cicero here alludes,

will
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i1l pay the high ; ioni AU.6gy;
will pay the higheft attention to your dignity and 97
charatter. Farewel. '

LETTETR XVII
To the Same.

EYHERE is nothing I more ardently with,

1\‘:311 to convince both yourfelf, and the
world, with how much gratitude I retain the
remembrance of your fervices. I cannot however
but extremely regret, that your affairs fhould
have taken fuch a turn fince your abfence, as to
give you occafion of trying the affection and
fidelity of your friends. You are fenfible, as
I perceive by your laft letter, that you have
been treated with the fame infincerity by thofe,
who ought to have concurred in {upporting
your dignities, as I formerly experienced from
fome of my pretended friends, in the affair of
_my banifhment. Thus, whillt I was exerting
the utmoft efforts of my vigilance, my policy,
and my intereft, in order to ferve you in the
article relating to Ptolemy ; I was unexpeétedly
alyrmed in a point of much more important
‘,J cern, by the infamous law which Cato has
lately propofed to your prejudice .  Where af-

4 Caius Cato, in order to cut off all hopes at once from
Lentulus of being employed in this contefted commiffion,

F 3 fairs
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AU.697. fairs are thus embroiled, every thing is, un-
doubtedly, to be feared: yet my principal ap-
prehenfion, I confefs, arifes from the treachery
of your falfe friends, But however that may
be, I am earneftly endeavouring to counter-act
the malevolent defigns of Cato.

Asto the Alexandrian commiffiot, both your
felf and your friends will, I truft, have' -abUn-
dant reafon to be fausfied with my condud.
But at the fame time I muft fay, I greatly fear
it will either be taken out of your hands, or en-
tirely dropped: and I know not which of thefe
alternatives I fhould leaft choofe. However we
have another expedient in referve, which (fhould
we be driven to it) nei.. ~ Selicius nor my-
felf difapprove. By this {cheme we fhall, on
the one hand, prevent the fenate from refuling
to affift Ptolemy, and, on the other, remove all
appearance of our being difappointed, if that
perfon fhould be employed, who it 1s more
than probable, will now obtain this c&mmxﬂlon
To be fhort, 1 fhall take fuch precattions,, that,
thould our defigns fail, you may not feem to
have fuffered the difgrace of a repulie: yet -at
the fame time I fhall remit nothing of, my 1-*"1:
efforts to fupport your claim, fo long as ther(

propofed 2 law to the people for recalling him from his
government. A4d 2. F.1. 3.
fral
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fhall be the leaft profpet of fuccefs. But which A.U.6g7.
ever way this point may finally be determintd, —
it will be agreeable to thofe wife and elevated fen-

timents you poffefs, to confider the true glory

of your character, as refulting entirely from the

dignity of your ations and the virtues of your

heart.  And. fhould the perfidioufnefs of a certain

pf deprive you of fome of thofe honours,

which fortune has conferred upon you; be

affured, it will catt a much darker fhade on

their characters than on yours. In the mean

while, your affairs are the conftant fubject of

my thoughts: and I neglect no opportunity of

acting in them for your beft advantage. I

concert all my ~ sfures for this purpofe with
Selicius : as indeed, I know not any one of

your friends who has a greater fhare of good

fenfe, or a more affeCtionate zeal for your fer-

vice, Farewel.

F 4 LET.
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LETTER XVIIL
To the Same 3,

QU are informed, I imagine, by many
hands, of what paffes here. 1 will leave

it therefore to your other friends o fuppl);'g' 4
with an account of our tranfations, & con-
tent myfelf with only fending you my conjec-
tures. To this end I muft previoully acquaint
you, that on the 6th of February, Pompey made
a fpeech in a general affembly of the people in
favour of Mio; during which he was nidiced
with much clamour and abufe. Cato afterwards
inveighed in the fenate againft Pompey with
great acrimony, and was heard with the moft
profound filence and attention: both which
circumftances feem to have affeGed him very
fenfibly. Now from hence I furmize, that he
has entirely laid afide all thoughts of being em-
ployed in the Alexandrine expedition. That
affair remains as yet entirely open ro us: for the
fenate has hitherto determined norhing to yout
prejudice, but what they age obliged, in de g-
rence to the oracle, to refufe to every other ca™
* This and the foregoing letter are blepded together in

the common editions:iut they are here feparated upap
the anthonty of Manutius and Gronovius,
didate
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didate for”this office. It is my prefent hope A-U.6g7.
therefore, as well as endeavour, that the King
may throw himfelf into your hands, whep he
fhall find that he cannot, as he expected, be re-
ftoxed by Pompey ; and that unlefs he is replaced
upon his thone by your affiftance, his affair will
Ye entirely dropped.  And this ftep he will un-
dohﬁgt‘edly‘take, if Pompey fhould give the leaft
intimation of its being agreeable to him. But
I need not tell you the difficulty of difcovering
the fentiments of a man of his referve. How-
ever I fhall omit no method 1n my power 10 ef-
felt this Icheme ; as) Thall ealily,  truft, be 2bte
to prevent the injurious defigns of Cato.

Ido not find that any of the confulars are in
your intereft, except Hortenfius and Lucullus:
all the reft of that rank either openly, or ina
more concealed manner, oppofe your views.
Neverthelefs, my friend, be not difcouraged :
on the contrary, let it be ftill your hope, nhot-
Withftanding the attempts of the worthlefs Cato,
that you will again fhine out in all your former
Juftre®, Farewel.

* Sce remark 4. p. 6g.

LET-
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LETTER XIX.
To the Same.

- OU will receive a full account from Pollic,
of all that has been tranfaded 1n your 2.~
fair : as he was not only prefent, but a prrl‘.‘;ufzal
manager. Believe me, I am much concerned at
the unfavourable afpect of this bufinefs. How-
ever it affords me a very fenfible confolation,
that there 1s ftrong reafon to hepe the prudence
of your friends will be able to elude the force
of thofe iniquitous fchemes, which have been
projetted to your prejudice. Even time itfelf
will probably contribute to this end : as it often
wears out the malevolence of thofe who either
profefledly, or in a difguifed manner, mean one
ill. T amyet farther confirmed in thefe pleafing
hopes, whenever I refle¢t upon the faction
that was foimerly raifed againft myfelf: -of
which I fee a very lively image in the prefent
oppofition'to you. In the latter inftance indeed
the attack is by no means fo extenfive c/)a o
dangerous as that which was made pon/pe;
neverthelefs there is in general a ftrong fi e -
tude between the two cafes: and you muft par‘S
don me, 1f I cannot fear upon your account
what
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what you never thought reafonable to be ap- A-U.6g7-
prehenfive of on ming,  But whatever may be
the event, convince the world that you are in«
fluenced by thofe principles for which I have
adipired you from your earlieft youth : and be-
lieve me, my friend, the fhalice of your enemies
will only ferve to render your charatter fo much
the Tuere illuftrious.  Tn the mean time, do me
the juftice to hope from my aff-&ion whatever
the warmeft friehdfhip can effeét : and be affu-
red, I fhall not difappoint your expeations.
Farewel.

LETTER XX.
To lLvcivs L.uccrius'.

Have frequently had it in my intentions
to talk with you upon the fubjet of this
letter; but a certain aukward modefty, has

* It is very little that is known of Lucceius, more than
what the followmg letter informs us. Cicero in one of hs-
orations fpeaks of his moral chara@er with the higheft
applaufe, reprefenting him as a man of the greateft huma-

nity and of the moit onblemifhed honour. All that has
)

wgen tranfmitted down to us of his public tranfaéhions is,
th® he was joint cand.date with Cazfar in folliciting the

niklthip 1o oppofiior to Bibulus 1 which however he
?not- ucceed, In the ctvit war which afterwards broke

t, he took part with Pompey, if pot adively, at lealt by
15 good wifhes and advice: for it appears by a paﬂ'agc
m Caefar’s commentaries, that the former was wholly guid-
ed by hus counfels. It is unneceffary to mention the high

2 always
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A.U.697. always reftrained me from propofing in perfon,
= what I can with lefs fcruple requeft at this dif-
tance: for a letter, you know, fpares the con-
fufion of a bluth. 1 will own then, that 1 have
a very ftrong, and, I truft, a very pardoneble
paffion, of being celebrated in your writings :
and though you have more than once given
me affurance of your intending me that hdfiour ;
yet T hope you will excufe my impatience
of feeing your defign executed. I had always,
indeed, conceived an high expé&ation of your
performances in this kind : "but the fpecimen
I have lately feen of them is fo far fuperior to
all 1 had figured in my imagination, that
it has fired me with the moft ardent defire of
being immediately ditinguifhed in your glorious
annals. It is my ambition, I confefs, not only
to live for ever in the praifes of future ages, but
to have the prefent fatisfaction, hkewife, of fee-
ing myfelf ftand approved in the authoritative
records of my ingenious friend. I am fenfible
at the fame time, that your thoughts are already
deeply engaged in the profecution of your oriz
ginal defign. But as I perceive you have alr 5it
completed your account of the Itak. :»g:fif-.
reputation he had gai‘ned by lus literary abilities, as thi.
part of his chara@ter will be fuffictently laid open to the

reader, 1n the prefent letter. Orar. pro Caho. Suet. in Caf.
19. Ca/s de bell. crv. 14,

rian
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rian civil wars %, and remember you propofed A.U.697.
to carry on the remainder of our hiftory jn a
regular feries ; I cannot forbear recommending
it tp your conflideration, whether it would be
beﬁ_ to weave the relation of Catiline’s confpi-
racy into the general texture of your perform-
ance, or cdt it into a diftin& work. It is
cefmi~  feveral of the Greek hiftorians will
juftify you in this latter method. Thus Calift-
henes wrote a narrative of the fiege of Troy,
as both Timzus and Polybius did of thg
Pyrrhic and Numantine wars, in fo many de-
tached pieces from their larger hiftories ’, As
to the honour that will arife to me, it will be

* The Italic war which broke out an Urb. 663, owed its
nfe to a rejeted claim of the Itahan provinces to be admit
ted into the freedom of the city. 1t employed the arms
of the republic for more than two years, and occafioned
greater bloodfhed and devaflanon than thofz wars in which
fhe had been engaged with Hannibal and Pyrrhus. To
wards the clofe of it, Cicero, who was at that time about
18 years of age, ferved as a volunteer under the father of
Pompey the great, Flor, it 18. Philrp. xu. The Manan
civi] war immediately fucceeded the Italic, and was occa-
fioned by the infauable ambiuon of Mars. This haughty
Roman envying Sylla the honour of leading the army of
the republic againft Mithridates, to which he had been ap-
Jinted by the fenate, procured a law for divefling him
at command and transferring it into his own hands.
ar was carried on between the two contending chiefs
dferents, with various faccefs and the moft un-

ralleled cruelty on both fides, nll 1t terwinated in the per-
petual diftatorthip of Sylla. Flur.tin 21, Plut, in wur.
Mar. & Syl -

3 Califthenes lived in the times of Alexander the great,
and attended that illuftr.ous cormander in his expedition

much
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A.U.697. much the fame, I muft own, upon which ever
fcheme you may determine to proceed : but I
thall receive fo much the earlier gratification of
my wifhes, if, inftead of waiting till you regu-
larly advance to that period of our anpals, you
fhould enter upon it by this method of antici-
pation. Befides, by keeping your mind attentive
to one principal fcene and charaéter, yog will
treat your fubjeé, I am perfuaded, fo much the
more in detail, as well as embellith it with higher
graces. 1 mult acknowledge it is not extremely
modeft, thus ro impofe a tafk upon you which
your occupatigns may well juftify you in refu-
fing; and then‘'add a farther requeft, that you
would honour my actions with your applaufe :
an honour, after all, which you may not think,
perhaps, they greatly deferve. However, when

into Perfia, [unmus was by birth a Sicilian, and flourifned
about the year of Rome 471 he appears, by the chara&er
which Ciceto gives of hum 1n another part of his writings,
to have been a very learned and elegant hiftorian: and
he was an author in great efteem with Atucus. Plutarch
however {peaks of him with much contempt, for having
affeéted to rival Thucydides : and he is noted by Longinus
as a writer that abounded with cold and puenle conceits,
He acknowledges neverthelels that Timawus had a flowing
imagination, and upon fome occafions rofe up to the trre
fublime. Polybus, who died about 17 years hefare Ciciro
came into the world, wrote a general hiftory i, frrribaglkes -,
only five of which have reacheq thefe times. But he is rot
more diftinguithed by his compofitions, than by the frien
thip he cnjoyed with Scipio and Llius.  De Orar. ii. 5. 8.
Ad At v, 1, Plet. 1wt Naciggs Longin. Se&. 4. Voffe de
Hiff. Graeci g. 12,39,

4 man
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a man has once tranfgreffed the bounds of de- A U.6g7.
cency, it is in vain to recede; and his wifeft
way is to pufh on boldly in the fame confident
courfe, to the end of s purpofe. T will venrure
then, eaxgeftly to intreat you, not to confine
5our'felf to Yhe ftrict laws of hiftory, but to give
a greater Jaditude to your encomiums, than,
pofffel you may think my actions can claim.
I remember, indeed, you declare in one of your
very elegant prefaces, that you are as inflexible
ro all the pleas of affetion, as Xenophon repre-
fents Hercules to have been to thofe of plea-
fure #.  Let me hope, neverthelefs, if friend-
thip fhould too ftronzly recommend my actions
to your approbation, you will not rejeét her
generous partiality ; but give fomewhat more to
affeQion, than ngorous truth, perbaps, can juftly
demand.

* The ftory to which Cicero here alludes, is this+ Her-
cules when he was vet a youth, as Prodicus relates the
table, retired 1nto a place of undifturbed folitude in order
to determine with humfelf what courfe of hfe he fhould
purfue. Whnilft he was in the midft of his contemplations,
Pleafure and Virtue appeared to him under the figures of
2 beautful women : and each accofted him in her turn.
HeMgard thewr refpeftive pleas with great attenuon: but
"irtuY) gained her caufe and entirely won the heart of the
h(h‘l‘ oI Y0¥ the Englith reader 1s difpofed to know thus
9% in all its c.rcumftances, he will find it wrought up
%0 2 very beautiful poem by the Rev. Mr. Lowth and in-
ferted In Polymeus, p. 135,

If
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If 1 fhould prevail upon you to fall in with
my propofal, you will find the fubje&, I per-
fuade myfelf, not unworthy of your gemus and
your eloquence. The entire period from the
rife of Catiline’s confpiracy to my rety'n " from
banithment, will furnith, I fhould fmagine, a
moderate volume. It will fupply‘you likewife
with a noble occafion of difplaying your,iudg-
ment in politics, by laying open the fource of
thofe civil diforders, and pointing out their pro-
per remedies, as well as by giving your reafons
for approving or condemning the feveral tranf-
actions which you relate. And fhould you be
difpofed to indulge your ufual fpirit of freedom,
you will have an opportunity of pointing out at
the fame time, with all the feverity of your in-
dignation, the treachery and perfidioufnefs of
thofe who laid their ungenerous fnares for my
deftruction. I will add too, that this period of
my life will furnifh you with numberlefs inci-
dents, which cannot but draw the reader’s at-
tention in a very agreeable manner : as nothing
is more amufing ro the mind than to contem-
plate the various viciffitudes of fortune.
though they were far, ’tis true, from being” ac.
ceptable in experience, they cannot f“??g gy
ing me much entertainment in defcription: in
thére is an inexpreflible fatisfattion in refleét-

ing
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ing at one’s afe, on diftrefles we have formerly A.U.6g7.
fuffered. There is fomething likewife in that ™
compaffion which arifes from reading an ac-
count of the misfortungs which have attended
Wthers)that cafts a moft agreeable melancholy
upon theNpind. Who can perufe the relation
of the laft“moments of Epaminondas at the
battle of Mantirea, without finding himfelf
touched ith a pleafing comuniferation? That
glorious chief, you may remember, would not
fuffer the dart to be drawn out of his fide, ll
he was informed that his fhield was fafe from
the hands of his enemies: and all his concern
amidft the anguith of his wound was, to die
with glory’. What can be more intercfting
alfo than the account of the flight and death of
Themiftocles®! The truth of it 1s, a mere nar-

5 Epaminondas headed the forces of the Thebans, in 2
battle which they fought with the Lacedemonigns at Man-
tinea, a town wm Arcadia. The Thebaus gamed the vic-
tory, but loft their wnvaluable commander: whofe death
was attended with the wrcumflances which Cicero here
mentions. Fuen. 1. 7, 8.

$ Themiltocles after having diftinguithed humfelf among
his countrymen the Athenians by s mihtary virtues,

“marticularly in the wars in which they were engaged with
Neqres, had rendered himfelf Yo popular, thar 1 was
thodgut neceflary to remeve him. and accordingly he
Yox«"ﬂeyn‘au withdraw from Athens. As the hittonane
y..non nothing of his retorn, Manutus propofes an
#nendation fuggefted to him by ene of lu. friends, who
dmagined that inftead of redirw 1t fhould be read rmserigu.

Yo, 1. G rative
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AU.6g7. rative of general fatts, affords lit& more ef-
~ tertainment to the reader, than he might find in
perufing ane of our public regifters®. Whereas
in the hiftory of any, extraordinary perfon,
our fear and hope, our joy and forros; our
aftonifbment and expeftation, are each’of them
engaged by turns. And if the figal refult of
all thould be concluded with fome remarl‘{able
cataftrophy, the mind of the reader-is filled
with the higheft poffible gratification. For
thefe reafons I am the more delirous of per-
fuading you to {eparate my ftory from the ge-
neral thread of your narration, and work it up
into a detached performance: as indeed it will
exhibit a great variety of the moft interefting
and affeting fcenes. »

This would agree very well with the account which is
given of hss death. for having been recerved in his exile
by Artaxerxes, he was appointed to command a body of
forces m an expedition which that prince was preparing
agamnft the Grecians But Themiftocles rather than turn
his arms aganft his country, chofe to put an end to huis
Uife by a draught of porfon.  Plut. 14 asta Themft.

2 Thefe ong.nally were books preferved 1n the pontifical
college, wherewn the feveral divifions of the Roman year
were marked out as they were regulated by Numa, and the
particular feftivals noted upon which 1t was unlawful toa
tranfat any public affaws. Thefe regifters in the la*cr
ages of the republic were much enlarged, and contaned a
fort of journal of the moft memorable events b8t an.
rehgious that happened inevery year. Lrv. i 19, z0. Dy~

Jert. fur les fafies par Coulure dans les Mem, de e, de I Academs
de Bel. let. 1. 67.

When
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When I tell you it is my ambition to be cele-
brated by your pen, I am by no means appre-
henfive you will fufpet me of fattery. The

-sarlzigulnefs of your merit muft always incline
yop to kelieve, it is envy alone that can be filent
in your p}xifc: as on the other fide, you cannot
imagine me fo weak as to defire to be tran{mit-
ted to pofterity by any hand, which could not fe-
curé to itfelf the fame glory it beftowed. When
Alexander chofe to have his picture drawn by
Apelles7, and his ftatue formed by Lyfippus °,
it was not in order to ingratiate himfelf with
thofe diftinguithed artifts : it was from a firm
perfuafion that the works of thefe admired
genivfes would do equal ﬁdit both to his re-
putation and their own. ¢ utmoft however,
that their art could perform, was to perpetuate
the perfons only of their celebrated contempo-
raries! but merit needs not any fuch vifibla
exhibitions to immortalize its fame. Accord-
Ingly the Spartan Agefilaus, who would never
fuffer any pi&ure or ftatue of him to be taken,

7 See an account of this celebrated Gfecian painter, in
rewark 2g. p, 180, of this vel.

¥ A famous Qtatuary; 6F whom Demetrius, as cited by
Quintitty.s- ibmarks, that he was more celebrated for tak-
Ing a ftrong than an agreeable litenefs. Lust. Inf. Oras
-l 10,

S Agefilags king of Sparta, was onc of the moft confia
dcrablfnfwfona of his age, both for civil and military vir~
tues; infomuch that he juily scqured the appellaton of

G 2 Ty
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AU.6gy. is not lefs univerfally known, than thofe who
‘v have been moft fond of having their perfons co-
pied out for pofterity. The fingle treatife which
Xenophon has written in praife of that renowned
general, is more to his glory, than 4il the
pictures and ftatues of all the artifts i, the uni-
verfe. It would be a2 much higher fatisfaction
to me therefore, as it would be a far greater
honour, to be recorded by your hand than that
of any eother; not only becaufe your genius
would raife and adorn my ations with the fame
advantage as Timzus® has difplayed thofe of
Timoleon *, or Herodotus * thofe of Themif-

Agefilaus the grear, But tho’ nature had been uncommon-
ly liberal to him in the nobler endowments of the mind,

e had treated him veryggwfavourabiy in thofe of th= body.
He was remarkably low of ftaturc; had one leg thorter
than the other; and {o very defpicable a countenance,
that he never fuled of raifing contempt in thofe who were
unacquainted with his moral and mtelleflual excellencies,
{t is no wonder therefore that he was unwilling to be de-
hivered down to pofterity, under the difadvantages of {o
unpromifing a figure. Plut. in vit. Agefil. Corne Nep, in
wvita Agefil. 8.

* The works of Timzus are loft.

> Tinoleon is one of the nobleft charaders in all ant
quity, and difinguithed not only by his private virtues
but by approving himf{clf upon every cccafion the grea
affertor of public iberty. He was employed by the Corin
thians as general of thofe forces which they fent to the
rebef of tne Syracufans, againft the exccml;mﬁny of
Dionyfius. He executed this commaffion with great honow
and {ucrefs: for having driven Dionyfius out of Sxly, ai¢
reftored the inhabitants to their mghts and privileges, he
refigned the fupreme command. He con:mued however t¢
Live among the Syracufany as a private man, enjoying

tocles ;
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3

tocles #; but, becaufe of the additional credit I A.U. 657
fhall receive from the applaufe of fo illuftrious, ==y
fo experienced, and fo approved a patriot. By
_this means I fhall enjoy, not only the fame glo-

rious “privilege which, as Alexander obferved

when hewwas at Sigeum, Achilles received

from Homer ¥ ; but what is ftill more impora

tant, the powerful teftimony of a man who is

himfelf diftinguifhed by the nobleft and moft
uncommon virtues. Accordingly, I have been

always wonderfully pleafed with the fentiment

which Nevius ¢ puts into the mouth of Heéor,

as Plutarch obferves, the glorious fatisfaction c_)f feeing {o
many cities owe thewr eafe and happinefs to his generous
and heroic labours. Plur. 11 wit, Tamol.

3 Herodotus flourithed about 440 years before the birth
of Chrift, under the reigns of Xerxes and Artaxerxes, kings
of Perfia,

4 See above, remark 6. p. 81.

5 Alexander being elefted commander in chief of the
confederate troops w%mh the Grecians fent againt Xerxes,
croffed the Helle(pont with his army and landed at Sigeum,
a promontory near Troy, where he vifited the tomb of
Achilles. Upun this occafion he is faid to have broken out
into tne following exclamation: “ O happy youth! in
s having found an Homer to cclbrate thy virtues!’' Plir.
an wit, Alex. Cic. pro Aich. poet.

¢ A dramatic poet who died at Rome an. Urb. 550,
about 203 years before the chriftian ra: fome fragments
of lus works ftll remain. The fentiment here quoted from
him, 1s truly noble; as there 1s not, perhaps, a more
cenamkdhivanen of a low and lttle mind, than to be ele-
vated by undiftingmthing applanfe, or deprefied by vulgar
cenfure. Trophies of honour, or monuments of difgrace,
are not the works of every hand. Some men are incapable
of blafting a reputation, but by approving it: and are never
fatyrifts, gut when they mean to be panegyrifts.

G3 where
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AU6gy. where that hero, fpeaking of the approbation he
Wy’ had recejveg from his illuftrious father, adds,
that it gave him fo much the more farisi " -,
as coming from one who was himfe - | (at
obj=& of univerfal applaufe. But o A Ut
of leifpic, (for it would be an injuflig? w o
friendfhup to fuppafe it can be wantof inclina-
tion,) fhould your occupations then prevent
your compliance with this my requeft; I may
perhaps be obliged to take a method, which,
tho’ often condemned, is fupported neverthe-
lefs, by feveral confide:able examples: ] mean,
to be the hiftorian of my own tranfactions.
But you are fenfible, there are two inconveni-
ences which attend this {fcheme : for a man muft
neceflarily be nore referved in fetting forth thofe
rarts of his condu@ which merit approbation ;
as he will be inchined entirely to pafs over others
which may defeive reproach. I muft add like-,
wile, that what a wniter fays to his own advan-
tage, always carrics with it a lefs degree of force
and authonity, than When 1t comes from any
other pen. In a word, the world in general is
little difpofed to approve any attempt of this
kind. On the contrary, one often hears the more
modelt method of the poets at them;)ic
games, recommended upon fuch occafions, who,
after they have crowned the feveral viétors, and
publicly
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publicly called over their names, always employ A.U. 659,
fome other perfon to perform the fame office o
themfelves, that they may not be the heralds of

their own applaufe. This imputation therefore

Ivgou]a willingly avoid : as I certainly (hal), if

you fhould comply with my requeft, and take

this employment out of my hands.

You will be furprifed, pethaps, that T fpend
fo much time and pains in folliating vou for
this purpofe, after having fo oftcn heard you
declare your intentions of giving the world 3
very accurate hiftory of my adminiftration,
J%e.'.f you mull remember the natural warmeh
of my temper, and that I am fired, as I told
you in the beginning of my letter, with an im-
patient defire of feeing this your defigp carried
into execution. To own the whole truth, I ym
ambitious of being known to the prefent gene-
ration by your writings, and to enjoy in my
life-time a fore-tafte of that litde fhare of glary
which I may expect from future ages. If it be
not too much trouble therefore, I fhould be
glad you would immediately let me know your
rifolution.  And fhould it prove agreeable to
my requeft, I will draw up fome general me.
moirs of my tranfactions for your ufe: if other.
wife, I will take an opportumty of difcourfing
further with you wpon this affair in perfon. 1In

Ga the
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A.U.697. the mean time, continue to polith the work
Y you have begun, and to love me as ufual’.
Farewel,

7 Plipy has made a requeft to Tacitus, of tie fame
nature with that which is the {ubje@ of the letcer before
us; and though 1t 15 by no means cnlivened with fo much
fpuit, it is ditated, however, by a far leis extravagant
paflion  He confeffes umfelr fond mndeed of bemng tranf-
mitted to pofterity, by the pencil of that celebrated hif-
toran . but adds at the fame time, thaut he is far from
defiing him to pant hus ations in colours more ftrong than
fatt will julhfy.  See Plin fet. 1ol 1. p. 432, rem. ¢ This
exprefs reftri@tion feems to glance at that moft extraordinary
paﬁ'age in the prefent epiiile, where Cicero intreats his
fricnd « not to confine humfelf to the & laws of hiftory,
buat to give a greater lautude to hus encormums than Luc-
ceius mught poffibly thioh his achons eculd claim.”  And
never dud vawty, 1t mult be acknowledged, utter or cog-
cewe a more ridiculous and contemptible with ! The voice
of praife can alone be juitly pleafing, when it harmonizes
with confcious ment and the applaufe that does not accord
with trutwnuﬁ of all diffonancies, furely, prove the moft
offenfive t0'a wcll-formed ear. But it is extremely obferv-
able how much Cicero’s judgment was at variance with his
pracuice. for he has humfelf {hewn m very ftrong terms
the abfurdity of claiming more reputation than a man has
merit to fupport. It is fohd worth alone, he jultly remarks,
that can fecure a latting fame. for nothing can be durable
thatis fiditious. The former, fays he, firikes 1ts root deep,
and fpreads far while the laster foon wathers and diey
away lhke the beavties of a tranfient flower. Vera glora
radices agit, et propagatur . fifta omma celeriter, tanquam flof~

culsy decidant , aec Junulatum poreft efie quidquam deuturnum,
De ofyc. 1. 12,

LET-
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LETTER XXI

Quintus MeTELLus Nepos®, to Ciceros

a

HOSE calumnies with which that moft A.U.6g7.
virulent, furely, of the human race® =~
is perpetually loading me in his public ha-
rangues, are well compenfated by the fatfs
faltion ] receive from your obliging offices.
When 1 confider indeed the .worthlefs hand
from whence thefe arrows take their flight, I
look upon them with the contempt they deferve ;
and am very willing he fhould ¢eafe to alt as

® It is impoffible to determine exa&ly when this letter
was written, as 1t carries no internal marks fufhcient to
omt out 1ts date with precifion. Ragazonmus, who has
taken the pamns to fetghs the order of thefe epwitles, places
it under the prefent year, and fuppofes it to have becn
written by Metell's when he was governor in Spamn: to
which province he went as proconful after the expiration of
his confulthip. .
 '['he commentatdss fappofe that the perfon here alluded
to, 1s Clodias, who was now Adile, and employmg the
power which that office gave him, to the fame fachous
purpofes as he had exercifed his late tribunefhip. But this
conjeture appears altogether groundlefs. For Cicero tak-
jng notice to Atticus of the death of Metellus, which feems
to have happened foon after this letter was written, tells
him 1t was probable that he had appointed Clodius his heir:
a circumitance utterly mnconfiftent with the fuppofition above
mentoned  The fame letter may be produced as an evi-
dence hkewife, that whatever weie the good offices which
Metellus herc acknowledges, they did not proceed from the
fuggeftions of Cicero’s heart . for he {pezhs of him to Atd-
cus as of one whofe charadter and conduét he greatly difap-
proved. 4/ At iv. 7.

a rela-
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AU.6g7. a relation, fince I have the pleafare to fee you

M affume that charaer in his ftead. To fay the
truth, notwithftanding I had formerly fo much
regard for him, as to have twice preferved him,
even in {pite of himfelf, I thauld now be glad
to forget there is fuch a perfon 1z ta2 woild.

That 1 might not trouble you oo frequently

with my letters, I have written to Lollius con-
cerning my affairs: who will let you know what
meafures 1 am defirous may be taken in regard »
to the accounts of this province *.—I1f it be
poflible, let me ftill erjoy a place in your affec-
ton, Farewel.

* Spain.

LT
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LETTER I

To Quintus ANcHaARIUS 4, Proconful.

Recommend the two fons of my very ex-
cellent friend Aurelius, as well deferving
your efteem. ’fhey are adorned, indeed, with
every polite and valuable qualification: as

4 Quintus Apcharias was tribune An. Urb. 694: when
he diingmthed himfelf by lis refolute oppofinon to the
faftions meafures of his collegue Vaunmws, In the year
€97 he was chofen pretor; and at the expiration of that

they

AU 6g8.
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AU.698. they are in the number likewife of thafe with

=~ whom I moft intimately copverfe. If ever then
my recommendation had any weight with you,
(and much, I am fenfible, it ever had) let it
prevail, 1 conjure you, in the prefent inftance.
And be affured, the honours with which you
fhall diftinguifh thefe my friends, will not only
indiffolubly unite to you two excellent and
grateful young men, but at the fame time
confer a very fingular obligation upon myfelf.
Farewel,

LETTER IL
To Pusrivs LenTuLus, Proconful,

Have received your letter, wherein you affure

me, that the frequent accounts I fend you
of your affairs, together with the convincing
proafs I have given you of my friendthip, are
circumftances extremely agreeable to you. I
jhould i1l deferve, indeed, thofe fingular favours
you have conferred upon me, if I were capable
of refufing you my beft fervices: and nothing
1s more pleafing to me, in this long and very
diftant feparation, than thus to coaverle with
office, he fucceeded Pifo in the government of Macedonia :

in which province this letter is addreffed to him.  Orat. pro
Sexte 33.am Pofon. 36, Rofs remark on the epift. of Cre.

you
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you as often as poffible. If you do not hear av.6gs.
from me as frequently as you wifh; it is folgly ==
becaufe I dare not truft my letzers to every
conveyance, But whenever I fhall be able to

put them into hands, upon which I may fafely

rely; be affured I fhall not fuffer the opportu-

nity to {lip by #e.

It is not ealy to give a fatisfactory anfwer to
your enquiry concerning the fincerity of your
profefled friends, and the difpofition of others
in general towards you. ‘This only I will ven-
ture to fay, that a certain party, and particu-
larly thofe who have the ftrongefl obligations,
as well as the greateft abilities to diftinguith
themfelves in your fervice, look upon you with
envy : That (agreeably to what I have myfelf
experienced upon a different occafion) thofe
whom, in jufltice to your country, you have
neceflarily offended, are your avowed oppofers ;
as others, whofe interefts and honours you have
ger.croully fupported, are much lefs inclined to
remember your favours than to oppofe your
glory. Thefe are circumftances, indeed, which
I long fufpected and have often intimated to you 3
but of which I am now moft thoroughly con-
vinced. 1 obferved upon the fame ocafion
(and I believe I told you fo in a former letter,)
both Hortenfius and Lucullus to be extremely

in
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AU.898. in your interefts: as among thofe who were in
the magiftracy, Lucius Racilius appeared very
fincerely and affeGtionately to efpoufe your caufe,
But, excepting the two former, 1 cannot name
any of the confulars, who difcovered the leaft
degree of ﬁ‘lendﬂ’llp towards you, when youy
affair was before the [enate. ®As for my own
endeavours ; they might perhaps be generally
confidered as flowing rather from thofe fingular
favours I have received at your hands, than
from the uninfluenced difates of my7 real fenti-
ments. With regard to Pompey, he feldom
attended the houfe at that feafon : but I muft do
him the juftice to fay, he often takes an oppor-
tunity, without my previoufly leading him into
the fubjec, of difcourfing with me concerning
your affair; as well as very willingly enters into
the converfation, whenever 1 ftarc it mylclf.
Your laft letter, 1 perceived, was extremely
agreeable to him: and I could not but obferve
with equal admiration and pleafure, the polite
and moft judicious manner in which you ad-
drefled him. Before he received this letter, he
feemned a little inchned to fufped, thar the no-
tion yhich fome had entertained of his incli-
nation to be your competitor, had alienated you
from him. But you have now wholly fixed
that excellent man 1n your intereft: who in

truth,
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truth, had all the antecedent reafons for being AU. 608,
fo, that an uninterrupted feries of the higheft ==
fervices could poffibly give him*. I muft con-
fefs, he always appeared to me, even when the
conduct of Caninius had raifed the firgngeft
{ufpxcxons of the contrary °, to favour" your
Views: Bur1 can now aﬂ'une you, that 1
found him, after he had perufed your letter,
entirely difpofed to promote whatever may con-
tribute either to your intereft, or your honours.
You may confider thea what 1 am going to
offer, as his immediate fentiments and advice:
as indeed it is the refult of frequent confuita-

5 See remark 6. p. 56.

© It was an ufual artifice with Pompey to employ his
friend> in folliciting thofe honours in his behalf, to which
he affetted to appear hum{elf perfe@ly indifferent, or even
averfe, This was his policy in the preflint inftance; and
at the {ame time that he pretended to ferve Lentulus in this
affatr; his creature Caninias, a Tribune of the people, was
pradufing every ftratagem in order to procure this com-
mffion g)r Pompey. <« And though Cicero (as Mr. Rofs
« abferves) either out of a tendernefs for Lentulus, or out
“ of an apprehenfion of difpleafing Pompey, to whom he
¢ was at this time makiag his court, reprelents hlm in
thxs place as aéting an honeft and friendly part: yetin a
« letter to his brother, where he may be fuppofed to deli-
« ver his real {fentiments, he fpeaks quitc differently: nam
“ quod de Pompeto Cammms agity fane quam refiixit @ neque
“ ensmores probatr 5 et Pomperus noffer in amacitza P. Lentuls
¢ Wutuperatur, et ‘bercule non eff sdem. Ep. vi. L. 2. The
“ truth.of the cafe is this, when Pompey found it was
impoflible for him to procure this commiffien, he pre-
tended a friendfhip for Lentulus, and join<d wath Cicero
in giving the advice, which makes a great part of thiy
« lcttcr 11
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AJU.6g8, tions which we have held together. Accord-
&y~ ingly we are of opinion that it:may be proper
for you to confider, whether any advantages
may be derived from your being in pofiefiion of
Cilicig,and Cyprus. For if there fhould appear
2 fuflidient probability of being able to make
yourfelf mafter of Alexandria and Egypt, we¢
think it equally for your own honour and that
of the republic”, to march thither with your
army, fupported by your fleet; having firft
left the king at Prolemais, or fome other conve-
nient place in that neighbourhood. By thefe

* A general fketch of Ptolemy's character has already been
iven 1n the notes on the preceding book. and 1t appear
from thence that nothing could be lefs to the “onour of
the commonwealth, than to interpofe in behalf of this
juftly-rejeCted monarch. Cicero lumfelf teprefents him m
one of his orations, as unworthy of the crown he wore-
eum (fays he) neque genere neque anumo 1egis efe, inter omnes
Jfere wideo convemre.  In Rull . But what is il more
extraordinary, Cicero makes the very meafures which he
here fo ftrongly recommends to Lentulus, an article of his
charge agawnit Anthony. It was by the perfuafion of the
latter that Gabmuus undertook (as has already been ob-
ferved) the reftoration of Ptolemy: and Anthony com-
manded the Romau cavalry m that expediton. This
affords a topic of great mdignation n one of the Phulippics;
and Cicero there fpeaks of this tranfation (as he ought
always to have fpoken of 1) as a moft impudent violation
of all authonty both facred and civil . inde uer (fays he) ad
Alexandriam conts a fenatus auftoritatem, contra vempubleam et
religrones. Philip. 11. 19.  But what opinion muft every un-
prejudiced reader concewve of our author, when he thus
finds him condemning and approving the fame tranfachion,
and advifing his friend to purfue a ftep which he after-
wards publicly and juftly iepreached in his adverfary ! See

remark 2. p. 51. of this vol,

means
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means when you fhall have quicted the diftur- A.u.6¢8,
bances in Alexandria, and fecured it by a pro. ‘==
per number of forces ; Prolemy may fafely take
poffeffion of his kingdom. Thus he will be
reﬁ.orcd by you, as the fenate had once® de-
creed: and reftored too without an army, agree.
ably to the fentiments of thofe who infift upon
obferving the injunfions of the oracle. We
are the rather confirmed in recommending this
meafure, as there is no decree of the fenate fub-
fitting, which particularly prohibits you from
replacing Ptolemy on his throne.  As to the or-
der which abfolutely forbids all afliftance what-
foever to be given to him; you know it was
not only protefted againft, when it was voted,
but is generally looked upon rather as the warm
diCtates of an exafperated falion, than as
having the full authority of a decree of the
fenate. However, we deem it neceffary to add,
that we are fenfible the world will judge of the
propriety of this {cheme, entirely by the event.
Should it fucceed as we with; your policy and
refolution will univerfally be applauded: on the
other hand, fhould it mifcarry; it will un-
doubtedly be condemned as an acion of ill-
confidered and unwarrantable ambition. How

¥ See remark §. p. 54. of this vol.
Vor. I. H far
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far this enterprife may be pra&icable, you, who
are fituated almoft within view of Egypt, are
the moft competent judge. If therefore you
are well fatisfied of being able to render your-
felf mafter of that kingdom, we are clearly of
opinion you fhould not delay your march one
moment : but if you are doubtful of the fuccefs,
it is our advice that you by no means make the
attempt. This I will venture to aflure you,
that, fhould you execute this project in the
manner we wifh, there will be a very confiderable
party to give it applaufe, even during your
abfence: as all Rome will unite in the fame ap-
probation, the moment you fhall returr, amongft
us. Neverthelefs T am peifuaded, if this fcheme
fhould not take the defired effet, it may be at-
tended with very difagreeable confequences to
yourfelf; not only upon account of that order
of the fenate which I juft now mentioned, but
likewife 1n regard to the oracle.  'When therc-
fore, I recommend fuch meafures as you fhall
have full affurance will terminate in your glory,
I muft at the fame time ftrongly diffuade you
from engaging in them, if you fhould have the
leaft reafon ro apprehend an oppolition. For

(I repeat it again) the world will be determined

in their opinion of this whole tranfa&ion, not as
it is reafonable, but as it fhall prove fuccefsful.

¥
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If the method here propofed, fhould appear too 4 u.égs.
dangerous to be hazarded in your own perfon; v~
we think it may at leaft be advifeable to affift the
King with a number of your forces; provided
he thall give fufficient fecurity to your friends
in"the province, for repaying them thg money
they have advanced in fupport of his caufe.
And indeed the circumftances and fituation of
your government render it extremely eafy,
either to promote or obftruct his reftoration,
as you fhall fee proper. After all, you aie the
beft judge what method will be moft expe-
dient to purfue: I thought it my part, how-
ever, to mform you of thefe our concurrent
fentiments.

You congratulate me on the profperous fitu-
ation of my affairs in general, and particularly
on the friendfhip of Milo, together with the
vain and ineffetual fchemes of the worthlefs
Clod us. It is no wonder you fhould rejoice in
thefe the generous effe@s of your own amicable
offices. But to fay truth, fuch an incredible
perverfenefs (not to give it a mere fevere ap-
pellation) prevails amongft a certain party, that
*hey rather choofe to alienate me by their jea-
loufies from the common caufe, than to retain
me in that intereft by their favour and encou-

H:2 ragement.
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A.U.6g8 ragement’. I will own to you, their malice
=~ has almoft driven me from thofe principles
which I have fo long and fo invariably pur-
fued. At leaft if they have not provoked me fo
far as to make me forget the dignity of my cha-
racter; they have taught me that it is high time
I thould a& with a view likewife to my own fe-
curity. 1 might, confiftently with the ftrictelt
duties of patriotifm, reconcile both thefe diftinét
ends, were there any honour or fortitude in thofe
of confular rank. But fuch a meannefs of {pirit
prevails in general among them, that, inftead
of applauding the refolution with which my
attions have been ever uniformly directed in
the caufe of the commonwealth, they look with
envy upon thofe dignities to which my public
fervices have advanced me. I the rather men-
tion this, as it is to you that I am principally
indebted, not only for the happinefs of being
reftored to my country, but almoft for my very

firft fuccefsfu] fteps in the paths of patriotifin,
and of glory.

» Cicero was 4t this time a&ting a part which gave great
and juft offeuce, to thofe who weie 1n the trvc interett of
their country ; for he was falling in with the meafures of
C clur, Pompey, and Craffus, He endeavours therefore to
pallate this uaworthy.conduét, as well as he can: but as
he enters more fully into the métives of this fep in the
t~th letter of this beok; the reader Is referred to the ob-
Je1vations upon that epiftle.

I perceive
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I perceive this oppofition does not proceed A.U.648.
(as I formerly fufpetted) from my not be- et
ing of noble birth'; fince they were a@uated,
I have obferved, by the fame malignant {pirit
againft yourfelf, who are confefledly defcended
from one of the firft families in Rome. Ac-
cordingly, thoe’ your enemies are contented to
fee you among thofe of principal rank in the re-
public, they will by no means fuffer you to foar
higher. T rejoice that the parallel between us
extends no farther: and tho® we have met with
an equal degree of malice from the world, that
the refpe&tive confequences however have proved
extremely different.  For a wide difference there
furely is, between fuffering fome diminution 1n
point of honours, and being abandoned to rotal
ruin, If I have not greater reafon to lament
this cruel outrage of my adverlaries, it muft be
attributed to your generous interpofition: as it
was by your means 1t proved, in the final event,
of far more advantage to my reputaiion, than of
prejudice to my fortunes.  Suffer me then, from
a principle of gratitude as well as affection, to
exhort you, earneftly to purfue the ditates of

* Nebulity among the Romans was confidered (2s Manu-
tius obferves upon this paflage) not in oppofiton to the
Plebeian rank; for maay Plebeian families were noble.
but in contra-diftinétion to thoie whofe anceftors had not
borne any of the honourable magitiacics in Rome.  And
of thus number was Cicero.

I 3 that
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A.U.608. that well-regulated ambition, with which you
v~ were inflamed from your earlieft youth: nor
let any injurious treatment deprefs that heroifm
of your mind, which I have ever admired and
valued. The world, believe me, entertains zhe
higheft opinion of your merit, and loudly pro-
claims that enlarged and generous {pirit which
diftinguifhes all your aétions : and it particularly
remembers, to your immortal honour, the pa-
trioufm of your illuftrious confulfhip. You are
fenfible, therefore, Fow.much the leaft additicnal
glory, which fhall accrue to you from your
civil and military conduét in the government
of your province, will encreafe and ftrengthen
this general luftre of your reputation. But let
me exprefs my withes at the fame time, in the
firft place, that you would not engage in any
enterprize with your army, without having long
and maturely examined it in all its confequer-
ces, nor without being fufficiently prepared to
carry 1t into execution: and in the next, that
you would be perfuaded, of what 1 doubt not
you are already fenfible, that you will find it
extremely eafy to continue in the poffeffion of
that pre-eminence amongft your fellow-cirizens,
to which you have. always afpired. That you
may not imagine, however, I am offering the
idle tribute of unneceflary advice, I muft add,
that
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that I could not reflett upon the treatment we AUSgS.
have both received, without thinking it proper we ew
to exhort you well to confider for the firture,

on whom you repofe your confidence.

As to your inquiry concerning the ficuation
of inublic affairs; there are great divifions
amongft us: but the zeal and prudence of the
feveral parties are by no means equal. Thofx
who enjoy the largeft fhaie of wealth and
power *, have gained a fuperiority of credit like<
wife by the folly and inftability of their antago~
nifts: for they have obtained from the fenate,
with very Intle oppofition, what they had no
Ropes of recaiving even from she peaply michs
out raifing great difturbances.  Accordingly
the houfe has voted Czfar a fum of money
for the payment of his army, together with a
power of nominating ten lieutenants: as they
have alfo, without the leaft difficulty, difpenfed
with the Sempronian law for appointing him a
fucceffor’, I do but flightly touch upon thefe

* Cafa1, Pompey, and Craflus.

3 Thefe 1mmoderate and fatal conceflions to Cafar’s
ambition, w..e ablolutely unconfhtunonal, and moft evi-
iently tended to the fubverfion of the Republic. But if
the reader 1s furprifed at fo mean and fo 1mpolitic a com-
ptiangg on the part of the femate; how much higher will
huis wonder nfe, when he is informed that Cicero himfelf
was the chief adwvifer and promoter of thefe very meafures

which he here condemns? If this were a fa®t which flood
upon the credit of huftorians; the paffage before us would

H 4 parti;
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A.U.6g8, particulars, as I cannot refle®t on our affairs

Y~ with any fatisfation. However I mention them

as fugigefting an ufeful caution to both of us, to

preferve a proper poife between our intereft and

our honour, and not to advance one by an

undue depreffion of the other. A maxim this,

which I have learned, not.fo much from my

favourite philofophy as from fad experience:

and which I would recommend to you, ere you

are taught it by the {fame unplealing method of
convittion.

Your congratulations on my daughter’s mar-

riage with Craffipes*, are agteeable to your ufual

pohitenefs: I hope and believe this alliance will

frongly incline one to fufpett, that they had mifrepre.
fented the troth. But we have a teflimony to produce,
which though of undoubted authonty, is the laft onc fhould
have expelted in the cafe: for it is the tefumony of Cicero
himfelf.  In a {peech which he pronounced at the bar either
a2 httle before, or foon after the date of this letter, 'he
mentions each of thefe particular grants which he enume-
rates to Lentulus, and then adds. Harum ego fententiarum
¢2 Princeps et Auftor fus. Orat, pro Balbe, 27.

The Semproman law here fpoken of, was procured by C.
Sempronius Gracchus, a tribune of the people, A, U. 631.
and enadted, that the fenate fhould annually appoint fuc-
ceflors to the confular provinces.

¢ Tuliia, when fhe married Craffipes, was the widow
of Pilc, farnamed Frugi of whom an account has been
gwen mn the netes on the former book. This fecond match

id not prove fo fatisfaltory, as Cicero here promifes.him-
felf ; for Craffipes foon took a diguit to Tuilia, which
ended 1 a divorce.  As he is very feldom and but flightly
mentioned in Cicero’s writings, all that we know of hun
1, that he was a nobleman of the firft rank.

yield
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yield me great fatisfattion.—Your fon is a youth A.U.608.
of fo promifing a turn, that I cannot forbear “V~
conjuring you to train him up in thofe refined

arts, which have ever been your peculiar tafte

and ftudy : but chiefly in that beft and nobleft
difcipline, the imitation of your exalted virtues,

Believe me, I greatly love and efteem him, not

only in return to the fingular affeCtion he has

ever fhewn me, but particularly as he is the

fon, and the worthy fon too, of my valuable

friend, Farewel.

LETTER IL

To FaBius GarLrus®

Received your letter immediately upon my
return from Arpinum, together with one
likewife from Avianus®, in which he veiy ge-
neroufly offers to give me credit as long as I
fhall require. Now let me defire you to ima-
gine yourfelf in my fituation, and then tell me,
whether I can, with a good grace, afk him to
aliow me even the leaft time for the payment
of this money, much lefs above a year? In-
*“The fame perfon to whom the 11th letter of the fore-
going book is wntten.

® He feems to have been the propristor of she fistues
mentioned below,

deed,
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AU.6¢8, deed, my dear friend, I fhould not have been
S~ in this difficulty, if you had not exceeded the
Yimits of my commiffion, both in the particulars
and the fum. However, I am not only wil-
ling to ratify the agreement you have made for
the ftatues you mentior, but am likewife much
obliged to you. I am fenfible indeed that in
the zeal of your friendfhip, you have purchafed
for me what pleafed your own eye, and what
you imagined would be worthy of mine: and I
always confidered you as a man of the moft ju-
dicious and tlegant tafte in every kind. Never-
thelefs, I fhall be extremely glad if Damalippus®
fhould continue in the refolution, of taking
thefe figures off my hands : for, to own the plain
truth, T have no fort of inclination to them my-
felf. As you were not apprized of my inten-
tions, you have altually confented to pay more
for thefe four or five pieces of fculpture?,
than 1 would have given for all the ftatues in
the univaife. You compare the images of the
prieftefles of Bacchus, to thofe of the Mufes
which I bought of Metellus. But furely, my

¢ Damafippus was a celebrated virtuofo of thefe times,
who after having ruined his fortunes by his exwravagant
aflion for anuques, turned Stoic. Horace has rigeuled
Eli chara&ter and his converfion with great humour, m one
of s fatyrs. Vid. Horat. Sat. il 3.
4 Thefe ftatues appear, by what follows, to have been
three Bacchanals, a Mars, and fome figure defigned for the
fupport of a table.

friend,
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friend, the two inftances are by no means pa- 4 u.6g
rallel.  For in the firft place the Mufes them. v’
felves would have condemned me, if 1 had ever
rated them at fo extravagant a price: and jn
the, next, I purchafed the figures you mention
as bearing an allufion to my ftudies, and
affording a fuitable ornament to my library.
But where can I, with any propriety, place
thefe Bacchanals ? That they are, as you affure
me, extremely beautiful, I know full well;
for I have frequently feen them: and therefore
I fhould particularly have named them to you,
if they had fuited my purpofe. The purchafes
which I ufually make of this kind, are fuch
only as are proper to embellilh my Paleftra,
in the {ame manner as the public Gymnafia
are generally decorated, " But would it not be
abfurd enough, my good friend, if I, who upon
all occafions, you know, have diftinguithed
myfelf as the friend of peace, fhould ereét a

¢ The Palefira was properly a part of thofe public build-
ings, which the Grecians (from whom the Romans took
them) called Gymnafia. which were ongally defigned
fcr exeraifes of vanous kinds, and in which, in after-times,
the philofophers likewife held their fchools. What Cicero
here calls his Paleffia, feems to be the fame building
which 1 a letter to Atticus he terms his Adcademia, and
which appears to have been fome apartments, or perhaps
a dithnt budding, of s Tufculan villa, appropriated
principally to the purpofes of ftudy, but adapted alfo to
thofe bodily exerciﬁzs which the ancients feldom pafled a

day without prallifing, F/ud. ad 4.i. 5, 6, g.
ftatue
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AU698. ftatue of the God of war. Itis well there was
not a Saturn too: for how could I have expetted
to have been out of debt, whilft I had lived
under the afpe of two fuch unlucky divinities 2
Mercury would have been 2 much more wel-
come gueft: for I fhould have hoped by his
influence, to have made a more advantageous
bargain ® with Avianus. As to the figure de-
figned for the fupport of a table, which you
intended to referve for your own ufe; you fhall
have it, if you ftill remain in the fame mind:
if not, I am ready to take it myfelf. Upon
the whole, however, 1 had much rather have
employed this money in the purchafe of a little
lodge at Tarracina®, that I might not always
trouble my friend and hoft. But this miftzke
is partly owing to the careleflnefls of my freed-
man, in not obferving the nftructions 1 gave
him; and partly alfo to Junius: whom I fup-
pofe you know, as he is a particular friend of
Avianus. As I have lately built fome addi-

f Alluding (as Manutius obferves) to the notions of the
judicial aftrologers . who pretended that Mars and Saturn
were unlucky planets.

& Mercury was {uppofed to prefide over commerce from
whence it 15 probable that the Mercariales, mentioned m a
Yetter of Cicero to his brother, were a compaay of mercharts.
id. 4d Q. Fou. g,

b It is now called Terracna : a town in the campagna d:
Roma. It lay m the road from Rome to Cicero’s villa at
Forme.

tional
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tional apartments to my little portico at Tuftu- » yeep
lanum *, I was defirous of. adorning them with a ‘“=—v==
few pictures: for if I take pleafure in any thing

of this kind, it is in paintings. However, if

I muft have thefe flatues, let me know where

they are, when they will arrive, and "by what
conveyance you purpofe to fend them. For if
Damafippus fhould change his intentions of
buying them, I fhall find, perhaps, fome pre-

tender to his tafte, who may be glad of the
purchafe : and I fhould be willing to part with

them even at a lofs.

‘When I received your firft letter concerning
tfie fous€ you want ro rake, delonging ro Cai~
fius, T was juft fetting out from Rome, and
therefore I left your commiffion with my daugh-
ter. However I took an opportunity myfelf of
talking upon this affair with your friend Nicia :
who, you know, is very intimate with Caffius.
At my return hither, and before I had opened
your laft letter, I inquired of Tullia what fhe
had done in this matter. She told me, fhe
had applied to Licinia to fpeak to her brother

* Cicero, if we may credit the imeétive afcribed to
Salluft, expended immenfe fums n this his favourntte villa:
which probably was a very fine one when 1t came into
his pofleffion, as it origmally belonged to Sylla the dic-

tator. Some confiderable remains of it are (il fhewn at
Grotta Fegrata. Sallvft. d.dum n Cic. 63, Plm. HO N,

XAk
Caffius 3
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A.U.6g8, Cafftus: but I believe he is not upon very good

"~~~ terms with his fifter., The anfwer which Licinia
gave my daughter was, that her hufband being
gone into Spain, fhe durft not remove * in his
abfence and without his knowledge. I am
greatly .obliged to you for being fo defirous
of my company as to be impatient to get into
a houfe where you may, not only be near me,
but actually under the fame roof. Be affured,
Iam no lefs defirous of having you for my
neighbour : and as I am fenfible how much it
will contribute to our mutual fatisfaétion, I fhall
try every expedient for that purpofe. If I
fhould have any fuccefs, I will let you know :
in the mean while, I beg you would return me
a particular anfwer to this letter, and tell me at
the fame time when I may expect to fee you.
Farewel,

! This lady {eems to have been the tenant of the houfe,
which Gallus wanted exther to buy or hire,

LET-
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LETTER 1V,

To Pusrius LENTULUs : Proconful.

ARCUS Pletorius will fully inform A U.6g8.
you of the promifes we have received
from Pompey, together with every other cir-
cumftance that has been either attempted, or ef-
fected in your favour. He was not only prefent,
but indeed a principal agent throughout the
whole proceed:ngs: and he acted in every article
of your concerns, agreeabiy to what might be
expe&ted from a judicious, a vigilant, and an
affeGtionate friend. To him likewife, I muft
refer you for an account of public affairs; not
well knowing what to fay of them myfelf. This
much, however, ] can aflure you, that they are
in the hands (and in the hands they are likely
to remain) of our profefltd friends®. As for
myfelf, both gratitude and prudence, together
with your particular advice, have determined
me, as they ought, to join 1n As® intereft,
whom you were formerly defirous of affociating
with you in mine. You are fenfible neverthe-
lefs, how difficult 1t is to renounce éur old and

3 Cafar, Pompey, and Craffus.
¢ Pompey.

habitual
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A.U.698, habitual notions of politics: efpecially under
v~ 3 full perfuafion of their re@titude. However
I conform myfelf to his fyftem, fince I cannot
with any decency oppofe him: and whatever
fome may perhaps imagine, I am by no means
adting in this a counterfeit part. The truth
of it is, Pompey has gained fuch an abfolute
pofieflion of my efteem, that 1 begin to look
upon every thing as juft and reafonable, which
falls in witl his intereft or wnchnation?. [
fhould think too it would be no imprudent
refolution even in fis adverfarics themfelves,
to defit from an oppofition to which they
are ev.dently unequal. In the mean tme, [
have the fausfattion to find the world in ge-
neral agreed, that my charalter requires I fhould
fupport, or at leaft not obftruct, the meafures
of Pompey: while fome are even of opinion I
may reafonably retire from all public bulinefs,
to my favourite puifuits of a literary kind. And
indeced were I not prevented by my friendthip
to Pompey; 1 fhould moft certainly adopt this
latter fcheme, as of all others the moft fuitable
to my inclinations. For 1 can now no longer
maintain that dignity in the fenate, and that
freedom in the commonwealth, which, was the

? See remark 17th, p. 171. of this vol.
fingle
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fingle motive of my ambition, and the fole end A.U.6ge,
I propofed to myfelf in all my labours: a mif- ==
fortune, however, which is not peculiar to my«
felf, but extends to every Roman in general. 1In
a word, I am under the fad neceflity either of
tamely fubmitting to the fentiments of thofs
few who lead the republic, or of imprudently
joining in a weak and fruitlefs oppofition .
I the rather mention this, that you may deli-,
berate, before your return amongft us, what
part it may be advifable for you to act in the
prefent conjunéture.  To fpeak freely ; the mea-
{fures both of thofe of Senatorian and Eque-
ftrian rank, and indeed the whole fyftem of
the commonwealth in general, are totally
changed, All therefore that 1 have now to
wifh, is the prefervation of the public tranquil-

* A determined patriot could not have been reduced to
the alternative which Cicero here mentions. as there
was a third cxpedient which every man of fin& polincal
integrity, who dared to a& up to his principles, would
undoubtedly have embraced. * An honeit phyfictan (fays
« Sir Wilham Temple) is excufed for leaving his panént,
“ when he finds the difeafe growing defperate, and can
“ by Ius attendance expct only to icceive his onn fees,
« without any hopes or appearance of deferving them.*”
Our aythor 1n one of his orations mentions it to the im.
mortal honour of the celebrated Metellus, that de Crvirare
decedere quam de femtentia mxlat: and he who 15 atuated by
the” fame {ublime patnotifin, will sever find lumfelf under
the poor neceffity of juftifymg wrong meafures by the
mmpoffibility-of enforcing right ones. Se. remark jo. p. 181.
of this vol.

Vor. 1, I lity:
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AU.698. lity : which chofe who are in the adminiftration

=~ feent to give us a profpedt of enjoying, if a cer-
tain party could be prevailed upon to fubmit
with lefs impatience to their power. As to any
hopes of fupporting in the fenzte that true con-
fular charader of a firm and inflexible patriot;
it is in vain now to expet it: every mean for
that purpofe is totally loft, by the miftaken
condu& of thofe who difobliged Pompey °, and
difiolved that ftrong union which fubfifted be-
tween the fenate and the Equeftrian order %,

* Pompey was vety defirous of having the feveral granis
which he had made to the cites of Afia, after s defeat
of Mithndates, confirmed by the fenate : in which he was
ftrongly oppofed by Cato, Metellus Celer, Luculius and
others. This ec¢afioned a breach between Pompey and the
fenate, and gave Cefar an opportunity of eftabh/hing an
intereft with the former; which at that juntture he found
neceffary for his purpofes. Accordingly, being foon after
elcted conful, he procured a law from the people to ratify
thefe alts.  Suet. in Ful. Cf. 19.

9 The farmers of the public revenues, who were com-
pofed of the principal perfons among the Equeftnian order,
having, as they pretended, rented fome branch of the
finances at too high a rate, applied to the fenate for rehef.
Their demands, 1t feems, were unreafonable : however,
in the fituation wherein public affairs then flood, it was
thought prudent by the mere moderate party, not to dif-
oblige fo confiderable a body of men. But Cato obfti-
nately oppofed their demands: and by his means the fenate,
after keepmg them m fufpence for feveral months, aslength
rejeéted their petiton. But Cafar, who kuew how to turn
every incident to his advantage, took up the intercfts of
thefe kvights* and in his confulflup obtaed from the
people a remiffion of one-thud part of the thpulated rent.
‘This fingle picce of policy (as one of the Greek hiftorians
obferves) gave hum 2 more confiderable acceflion of power,

But
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But to return to what more immediately te- AU.6g8,
Jates to your own private affairs ;—Pomply is =
extremely your friend: and by all that I can
obferve, you may obtain any thing you fhall
defire during his confulthip’. At leaft {I fhall
follicit him very firenuoufly for that purpofe:
and you may rely upon my moft aétive offices in
every inftance where you are concerned. I am
well perfuaded my affiduity upon this occafion
will not be difagreeable to him ¢ on the contrary
he will receive it with pleafure, were it for no
other reafon than as affording him a proof of
my grateful difpofition. In the mean time, I
intreat you to believe, that whatever bears the
leaft connection with your interefts, is of more
importance to me than my own. From thefe
fentiments it is, that I defpair not only of being
able to return, but even fufficiently to acknow-
ledge, the infinite obligations I owe you: tho’
at the fame time I am confcious of having ex-
erted, upon all occafions, the moft unwearjed
endeavours in your {ervice.

It is rumoured here, that you have obtained a
complete victory : and we impatiently expect an
sven than he had before acquired by means of the peo-

ple; as it gained over a much more important order to
his party. Ad Ast. it 1. Swet. i Ful. Cafs 20. 4. A.
C. 1.

* Pompey and Craffus wer> at this time confuls.

12 exprefs
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AU.6¢8. exprefs with the confirmation of this agreeable

"= news. I have already talked with Pompey
upon this fubjeét : and as foon as your courier
arrives, I fhall employ my utmoft diligence in
convening the fenate. In fine, were I to perform
much more for your intereft than lies within
the compafs of my prefent power, I fhould ftill
think I had fallen far thort of what you have a
right to expe&. Farewcl,

LETTER V.
To Marcus Martus?,

F your general valetudinary difpoficion, pre-
vented you from being a {pectator of our late
public entertainments®; it is more to fortune than
to philofophy that I am to impute your abfznce.
But if you declined our party for no other rea-

* The perfon to whom this letter is addrefled, feems tb
have been of a temper and confitution, that placed him
#ar below the ambition of being known to pofteritcy But
a private letter from Cicero’s hands, has been fufhicient to
difpel the obfcuiity he appears to have loved, and to render
his retirement confpicuous.

3 They were exhibited by Pompey at the opening of his
theatre one of the moft magnificent flruuires of ancient
Rome, aud fo extenfive as to comtain no lefs than 8e,000
{pettators. It was bujlt after the model of one whick ¥
{aw at Mitylene, in his return from the Mithridatie war
and adorned with the nobleft ornaments of ftatuary and
pamting  Some remain' of this immenfe buldding il
fubfift. Lo sxdv. Pl Ho No vil. 3. Plui.in ast. Pomp.

fon
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fon than as holding in juft contempt what the A.U.698.
generality of the world fo abfurdly admire, I
muft at once copgratulate you both on your
health and your judgment. 1 fay this upon a
fuppofition howevlr, that you were enjoying the
philofophical advantages of that delightful fcene,
in which, I imagine, you were almoft wholly de-
ferted. At the fame time that your neighbours,
probably, were nodding over the dull humour of
our trite farces; my friend, I-dare fay, was in-
dulging his morning meditations in that elegant
apartment, from whence you have opened a
profpe&t to Sejanum, thro’ the Stabian hills 4,

4 Sejanum (if that be the true reading - for the Mf.
differ extremely) is found in no other ancient author.
Stabiz was a maritime town in Campania, fituated upon
the bay of Naples, from whence the adjomning hills here
mentioned took their name. One may figure the philofo-
phical Marius as looking down upon the world fiom this
bis delightful retirement, with reflechions of the jame Lhind
as thofe which the poet has fo exquifitely imaged, 1 the

following beautiful lines .

Here,on a fingle plank, thrown fafe on foore,

I bear the tumult of the difiant throng,

As that of feas remote, or dying fforms,

And medstate on feencs more frlens floll.

Heve, like a fbepberd gazing from bis but,

Touching brs reeds or leansng on bus flaff,

Eagor ambution’s fiery chace I fee :

1 jee the circling bunt of noify men

Burfp lane’s enclofure, leap 1he mounds of 1:ght,

Purfuing apd purf’d  each other’« prey;

As avelves for rapine, as the fox for awiles :

Till death, that mighty bunter, earths them all!
Youna.

I3 And
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AU608. And whillt you were employing the reft of the
v~ day in thofe various polite amefements, which
you have the happy privilege:to plan out for
yourfelf; we, alas, had the martification of
tamely enduring thofe dramatical reprefen-
tations, to which Matius’, it feems, our profefled
critic, had given his infallible fan&ion ! but asg
you will have the curiofity, perhaps, to require
a more partigular account; I muft tell you,
that tho’ our entertainments were extremely mag-

s This perfon is fuppofed by the commentators, to he the
fame to whofe judgment Horace advifes the Pifos to refer
their poetical compofitions

—— 8 qurd tamen olim

Scrspferis, in Meeti defcendat judidls awres.  Art. poer. 386,

But the compliment paid in thefe lines to the tafte of Me-
tius, ill agrees with the contemptuous manner in which
Cicero here fpeaks of Pompey’s dramati¢c Cenfor.

It appears by an ancient {choliat on Horace, that Au-
E&ﬂ:us mnftituted a kind of poetical court of judicature, cou-

ing of five judga; the chief of which was Metius Tarpa,
mentioned in dm‘fes above quoted. They held their
affemblies in the mﬁ’g‘le of Apollo: and no poet was per-
mitted to bring his play upon the flage without their ap-

robation. Domitian feems to have improved upon this
eftablithment, and extended it into an academy that dif-
tributed prizes to thofe who excelled, not only in poetical,
but profe compofitions. We have feen focieties of this fort
formed among our neighbour-nations, with good effet:
and perhaps if in this jnitance, as well as in fowe others, we
were to follow their example; it might prove a mean, not
only of refining our language, and encouraging a fpirit-of-
polite literature, but of calling off oor m¥uds from thofe
polical fpeculations, which, tho® the privilege indeed, are
not always the happinefs of every idle Briton, Dac. remarg,
Jur la x. Sat. du t. lrv. &' Horace.  Suet. in Domit. 4o

pificent
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nificent indeed, yet they were by no means fuch A.U.6¢3.
as you would have relithed : at leaft if I may “™
judge of your tafte by my own. Some of thofe
attors who had formerly diftinguithed them-
felves with great applaufe, but bad long fince
retired, 1 imagined, in order to preferve the re-
putation they had raifed ; were now again intro-
duced upon the ftage: as in honour, it feems,
of the feftival. Among thefe was my old friend
Afopus®: but fo different from what we once

¢ He excelled in tragedy, and was the moft celebrated
Agtor that had ever appeared upon the Roman flage. Ci-
cero experienced the advantage of his friendfhip and his
talents during his exile: for Afopus being engaged in a
part upon the ftage, whercin there were feveral paffages
that might be applied to our author’s misfortunes. this ex-
cellent tragedian pronounced them with fo peculiar and
affefing an emphafis, that the whole audience immedi-
ately took the allufion; aud it had a better effe, as Ci-
cero acknowledges, than any thing his own eloquence
couid have exprefled for the fame purpnfe. But it is not 1
this inftance alone that Cicero was obliged to JEfapus; as
it was by the advantage of his precepts and example, that
he laid the foundation of his oratorical fame, and im-
proved himfeif in the art of elocution. The high value
which the Romans fet upon the talents of this pathetic
afor, appears by the immenfe eftate which he acquired
in his profefion: for he died worth almoft zoo,000/. fter-
hng. He left a fon beiind him, whofe remarkable extra-
vagance 15 recorded by the Roman fatyriff. This youth
having recewved a prefent from a favourite lady of a pearl
out of her ear, worth a million of {efterces, or about 8ooo/,
of our money, diffolved it in a liquid, and gallantly drank
it off: to the health, we may ‘}up ofe, of his generous
mftrefs. Pliny the naturalift, who likewafe mentions this
ftory, adds, that he prefented at the fame time to each of
his guelts a cup of the fame valuable ingredient. Orat. pra

I 4 knew



120 Tus LETTERS Booxk II.

AU.698. knew him, that the whole audience agreed he

“~~ ought to be excufed from ating any rhore.
For when he was pronouncing the celebrated
oath,

If I deceive, be Fove's dread vengeance burl’d, e,

the poor old man’s voice failed him: and he
had not ftrength to go through with the fpeech.
As to the other parts of our theatrical enter-
tainments, you know the nature of them fo well,
that it 16 fcarce neceffary to mention them.
They had lefs indeed to plead in their favour,
than even the moft ordinary reprefentations of
this kind can ufually claim, The enormous
parade with which they were attended, and
which, 1 dare fay, you would very willingly
have fpared, deftroyed all the grace of the
performance.  What pleafure could it afford to
a judicious {pedtator, to fee a thoufand mules
prancing about the ftage, in the tragedy of Cly-
teemneftra ; or whole regiments accoutred in fo-
rejgn armour, in that of the Trgjan horje? In a
word, what man of fenfe could be entertained
with viewing a mock army drawn up on the
ftage in battle array ? Thefe, I confefs, are fpec-
tacles extremely well adapted to captivate vuls
Sext. 56. Plut, 1 wit. Cicer. Macrob, Saturn. na.ff'j'o Hor,

Jat, . 3. ver, 239. Phn. H. N. x. 51.
gar
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gar eyes; but undoubtedly would have had no A.U.6g8,
charm in yours. Im plain truth, my frignd, *=v=
you would have received more amufement from
the dulleft piece that Protogenes could poflibly
haye read to you?, (my own orations however
let me always except) than we met with at thefe
ridicsdous thews. I am well perfuaded at Jeaft,
you could not regret the lofs of our Ofcian and
Grecian farces®. Your own noble fenate will
always furnifh you with drollery fufficient of
the former kind?: and as to the latter, I know
you have fuch an utter averfion to every thing
that bears the name of Greek, that you will

7 It was ufual with perfons of diftintion amongft the
Romans, to keep a flave in their family whofe fole bufinefs
it was to read to them. Protogenes feems to have attended
Marius in that capacity.

% The Ofcian farces were fo called from the Ofci, an
ancient people of Campania, from whom the Romans re-
cewved them. They feem to have been of the {fame kind
with our Barthplomew drolls, and to have confilled of
low and obfcene humour. As to the nature of the Greek
farces, the critics are not agreed. Manutius fuppofes they
differed only from the former, as being written in the
Greck language, But it does not appear that Greek plays
weie ever reprefented upon the Roman flage: and the
moft probable account of them is, that they were a fort
of pantomimes in umtation of thofe on the Grecian the-
atre, Lew, vi. 2. Mong. rem. fur les lett, a Aw. vi

9 The municipal or corporate towns in Italy were go-
verned by magiftrates of their own, who probably made
much the fame fort of figure in their rural fenate, as
our Burgefles in their town-hall. This &t Jeat feems to
have been the eafe in that corporation to which Marius
bclonged, and 10 have given occafion to our author’s
raullery.

8 not
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. not even travel the Grecian road to your villa ',

As, 1 remember you once defpifed our formi-
dable gladiators®, I cannot fuppofe you would

! Perhaps the Grecian road might be much out of re-
pair, and little frequented at the time when this letter was
written: and on that circumftance Cicero, it is poffible,
may have founded hw witticiim. Among the many in-
fances of Roman magnificence, that of thewr public roads
is particularly obfervable. They were formed at an im-
menfe coft, and extended to a great diftance from all fides
of the city. Lipfias computes the Appian way at 350
miles, fome part of which {till remains as entire as when
it was firft made; though it has now fubfifted above 5800

ears. It is twelve feet broad, and chiefly compofed of
i’;luc ftones about a foot and a half {quare. Criminals of a
lefs atrocious fort, were generally employed in thofe ufeful
works . and perhans 1t mght be well worthy the confide-
ration of the legiffature, whether punifhments of this kind
in delinquencies of the fame nature, might nat in all re-
fpets be of more advantage to the pubhc, than that which
{feems to have fo litle effect in reftraining the violences that
are daily committed amongﬂ: us. Lip/ de. magmf. Rom.
Burnet’s Travw. let.av. Phn. Epift. %, 33.

2 Grzvius fuppofes (and it 15 a conjetture extremely pro-
bable) that this alludes to fome fervices which Cicezo had
received from Marus, 1 defending him againft the ont-
rages of Clodius’s mob. '

The firft fhew of gladiators exhibited 1n Rome, was given
by the Bruu in honour of their father’s obfequies: about
zoo veus before the date of this letter. Originalty the
unhapyy v oetehrs who wete expofed in this manner, were
either prifoners taken m war, or public criminals: but in
procefs of ume it grew inro a profeflion, and there were
men who hired themfelves out for this purpofe. Atuicus,
who feems to have ommted ro oppertunity of improve:g
his finances, had a band of gladwtors wiuch he let out
on public occafions, to thofe who were not rich enough to
maintain them at their own expence. The pafion for thef
combats became at length {fo immoderate, that it was ufual
to exuibit matches of gladiators at their private entertain-
ments: and not only men of the firk quality, but even
women entered thefe lifts, Reafon, moft wyndoubtedly,

have
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have looked with lefs contempt on our athletic® A.U.68.
performers: and indeed Pompey himfelf ac< “~v—
tnowledges, that they did not anfwer the pains
and expence they had coft him. The remainder
of gur diverfions confifted in combats of wild
beafts >, which were exhibited every morning

cannot but rife up againft fpetacles of this fanguinary
kind. It 1s obfervable, however, that they were not ntro-
duced among the Romans till they began to be civilized -
and therr paffion for thefe cruel combats feems to have
gathered ftrength in proportion as their mannets, in all other
refpects, became more refined. There 1s indeed a won.
derful difpofition in human nature, to be pleafed with fights
of horror: which even the moft polite natwons, in their
hugheft periods of improvement, have not been able en-
tirely to fubdue. A very ingenious French writer imagines,
that if we did not profefs a religion which abfolutely for-
bids the wanton deftruction of cur fpecies, we fhould foon
convert our prize-fighters it gladiators, and be as fan-
guinary 1 our diverfions as the Romans themfelves. Lz,
xexix. 22, Ad Arr.iv. 8. Strab.v. p.173. Stat. Sylw. i,
b. wer. £3. Suet. in vt Jul. 39. Reflex. fur la poef. et fur Iz
pent. 1. 18, b

2 The athletic games were of a lefs cruel kind than
thofe defcribed in the preceding note, as they principally
confifted of running, wrefthng and boxing-matches. [t
fometimes happened indeed that one of the combatants loft
Meeiefe : but this was contrary to the laws of the fport;
and if 1t appeared to have been the effeft of defign In his
adverfary, tiough he was not punifhed with death, he was
punithed in a way &ill more dreaded, by bemg deprived
of the crown that would otherwife have been due to his

ory. Paufanias mentions ap athletic combatant wha
having jncurred this penalty, was {o affected by the dif-
grace, that he loft his {enfes.

3 Beafts of the wildeft and moft ancommon kinds were
fest for upon thefe occafions, from every comner of the
knownworld : and Dion Caffius relates, that no lefs than

co lions were killed at thefe hunting-matches, with which
{’ompey ‘entertained, the people. Dio, Lzb. xxxx.

and
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AU.6¢8. and afterncon during five day fucceflively ; and
=~ it muft be owned, they were magnificent. Yet
after all, what entertainment can )offibly arife
to an elegant and hurnanized mind, from feeing
a noble beaft ftruck to the heart by its mercilefs
hunter, or one of our own weak fpecies cruelly
mangled, by an animal of much fuperiour
firength ? But were there any thing really worth
obferving in fpetacles of this favage kind;
they are {pettacles extremely familiar to you:
and thole T am fpeahing of, had not any pecu-
liar novelry to recommend them,  The laft day’s
fport was camnpofed entirely of elephants : which,
tho’ they made the common people ftare indeed,
did not feem however to afford them any great
futisfaction. On the conuiary, the terrible
flaughter of thefe poor animals, created a gene-
ral commiferation : as 1t is a prevailing noticn,
that thefe creatures in fome degree participate
of our rational faculties®.
That yoy may not imagine I had the happi-
nefs of being perfectly at my eafe during the
whiole of this pompous feftival ; 1 muft acquaine

4 This was not merely a vulgar opinion, but entertained
by fome ot the learned amopg the ancients, as appeary
from the laft cited hiftorian : who likewife takes notice Row
much the fpeftators of Pompey’s fhews were affefted by the
sournful cries of thefe poor animals, Dis, L5, xx2ix,

you,
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you, that while the people were amufing them- A.U.6o8.
felves at the plays, [ was almoft killed with the ———
fatigue of pjeading for your friend Gallus Ca-
ninius. Were the world as much inclined to
favour my retreat, as they thewed themfelves in
the cafe of Afopus; believe me, I would for
ever renounce my art, and fpend the remainder
of my days with you and fome others of the
fame philofophical turn. The truth of it is, I
began to grow weary of this employment, even
at a time when youth and ambition prompted
my perfeverance: and I will add too, when I
was at full Liberty to exercife it in defence of
thofe only whom I was inclined to aflift. But
in my prefent circumftances, it is abfolute fla-
very. For, on the one fide, I never expelt to
reap any advantage from my labours of this
kind, and on the other, in complanre with
follicitations which I cannot refufe, I am fome-
times under the difagreeable neceffity of appear-
7?@"5‘5 an advocate in behalf of ghofe, who 1l
deferve that favour at my hands’. For thcfe
reafons I am framing every poffible pretence for

$ Cicero was now wholly under the influence of Pom-
pey and Cezfar . but the gfirucular nftances of his unwor-
thy fubmuffion to which he here only alludes, ara mentioned
miore fully in a {ubfequent letter to Lentulss, and will be
confidered 1n the remarks on that epiftle.  See letter 17, of
this book, remarks g, 34 and 39.

biving
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A.U.6g8. living hereafter according to my own tafte and

ey~ fentiments: as I highly both approve,and ap-
plaud that retired fcene of life which you have
fo judicioufly chofen. I am fenfible at the fame
time, that this is the reafon you fo feldom vifit
Rome. However 1 the lefs regret that you do
not fee it oftener, as the numberlefs unpleafing
occupations in which I am engaged, would
prevent me from enjoying the entertainment of
your converfation, or giving you that of mine:
if mine, indeed, can afford you any. But if
ever I fhould be fo fortunate as to difens
fangle myfelf, in fome degree at leafl, (for I
am contented not to be wholly releafea) from
thefe perplexing embarrafiments ; I will under-
take to fhew even my elegant friends, wherein
the truelt refinements of Ife confift. In the
mean while, continue to take carc of your
health, that you may be able, when that happy
time fhall arrive, to accompany me in my litter
to my feveral villas.

Y ou muftTmpute it to the excefs of my friend-
fhip and not to the abundance of my leifure,
that I have lengthened this letter beyond v
ufual extent. It was mergly in compliance with
a requeft in one of yours, Where you intimate a
defire that I would compenfate in this manner
what you loft by not being prefent at our public

diverfions.
4
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diverfions. 1 fhall be extremely glad, if I have A.U.608.
fucceeded.; if not, I fthall have the fatisfaGtion =’
however to fhink, that you will for the future

be more inclined to give us your company on

thefe occafions, than to rely on my letters for

your amufement. Farewel.

LETTER VL
To QuinTus PriLippus: proconful %

HO’ I am too well convinced of your
friendfhip and efteem, to fufped that you

are unmindful of my former application in be-
haif of my friends Oppius and Egnatius ; yet [
cannot forbear again recommending their joint
affairs to your protection. My connection in-
deed with the latter is of fo powerful a kind,
that I could not be more follicitous for my own
perfonal concerns. I intréat you therefore to
give him proofs of my enjoying that fhare of
wessmaffection, which I perfuade myfelf I pof-
2 The perfon to whom this letter is addrefled, and the
time when 1t was written, are ;}ually unknown, Pighins
fuppofes he was governor of Afia, mn the year of Rome
8. Butin this inftance the ufual accuracy of‘ghat labo.
rioit annalift, feems to have farled him. For it appears by
a letter of congratulauon which Cicero writes to Philigpus
upon huis return from the province, that he muft have been
proconful at fome period previous to the civid war : Gratulor
t1br (fays he) gquod ex prowmncia falvwm te ad tuns recepifte

incolumi fama et REpPuBLicA. Epff, Famil. xili, 73. See
let. zz. p. 210. of this vol.
fefs ¢
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fefs: and he affured you cannot fhew me a
more agreeable inftance of yoaur friendfhip.
Farewel.

LETTER VIL

To Marcus Licivius Crassus®.

Am perfuaded that all your friends have in-
formed you, of the zeal with which I lately
both defended and promoted your dignities?

6 ITe had been twice conful in conjun&ion with Pom-
pey, and was at this time governor of Syra: to which
province he fucceeded at the expiration of his fecond con-
fulate, the year preceding the date of this letter. He was
eflcemed among the confiderable orators of his age: but
his principal diftinétion feems to have been, his immenfe
wealth, the greateft part of which he acquired by tharing
in the confilcated eftates of thofe unhappy vitims who
fell a facrifice to the cruel ambition of Sylla. 1In his firft
confulate he gave 2 general treat to the people upon ten
thoufand tables, and at the fume time diftributed to them
a largefs of three months provifion of corn. Plut, .
Crafi. Dion Caff. xxxix. .

7 Craflus accepted the province of Syria, merely with a
defign of making war upon the Parthians : for which how-
ever there was na other pretence, than what his banndls”
avarice and ambution fuggefted.  Accordmgly, fome of the
tribunes endeavoured to obftruét Ius levies for this expedi-
tion. and when that attempt failed, Ateius, one of thew
rumber, had recourfe to certain fuperftitious ceremonies of
their religion, and devoted him in form to deftru®ion. It
was a general perfuafion that none ever efcaped the effo”’ ur
thofe myfterious execrations. and in the prefent nftance,
the event happencd to corrcfpond with this popular belief.
For Craffus, together wich lus army, perified in this enter-
Fvize. Theju&icious Manutius conjeétures, that after Craf-
s had left Rome fome motion was made in the fenate for
recalling him, which gave occafion to Cicero’s fervices and

as
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as indeed it was too warm and too confpicuous 4 U 699
tohgve been paffed over in filence. The oppor =
fition T met, with from the confuls®, as well as
from fevera) others of confular rank, was the
ftrongefl I eXer encountered: and you muft
noW look upon me as your declared advocate
upon all occafions, where your glorv is con-
cerned.  Thus have I abundantly c~mpenfated
for the intermiffion of thofe good offices, whicH
the friendfhip between us had long g ven you 2
right to claim; but which, by a variety of acci-
dents, have lately been fomewhat interrupted.
There never was a time, believe me, when 1
wanted an INCHNANON 1o tvinvate your elteemy
or promote your intereft. Though, it muft be
owned, a certain fet of men, who are the bane
of all amicable intercourfe, and who envied us
the mutual honour that refulted from ours, have
upon fome occafions been fo unhappily fuccefs-
ful as to create a coolnefs between us?. It has

to the prefent letter.  This fuppofition however, tho’ indecd
highly probable, 1s not fupported by any of the hifforians.
Plet. i vat. Craffs. Dios xxxax.  Fe! Patcre 1. 46.

8 The confuls of this year were L. Domitits Ahenobar«
bus, and Appius Claudius Pulcher
w2 tlow effeftually foever Cicero might have ferved
Craffus upon the occafion to which this letrer relates; 1t
1s moft certain Ius good offices diJ not proceed from a
prinaiple of friendfhip. It is extremely probable indeed
that s fupporting the caufe of Craflus in tne fenate, is one
of thofe mftances of ovr author’s fupjettion, of which he
complains 1n the preceding letter. and that it was entirely

You. 1. K hap-
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AU.6gg. happened however, (what I rather wifhed than
v~ cxpelted) that 1 have found an opportupity,
even when your affairs were in thesfioit prof-
perous train, of giving a public ‘eftimony by
my fervices to you, that I alwiys moft fin-
cerely preferved the remembrance of our forier
amity. The truth is, T have approved myfelf
your friend, not only to the full conviction of
your family in particular, but of all Rome in
general. In confequence of which, that moft va-
luable of women, your excellent wife’, together

in compliance with the inclivations of Czfar and Pompey,
with whom Ciaffus was now united. The coolnefs here
mentioned feems to have fubfifted ever fince the affair of
Catdme  in whofe confpiracy, as one of the witnefles ex-
amned upon that occafion depofed, Craflus was concerned.
There were few indeed who gave credit to this evidence :
and the fenate, upon the motion of Cicero, voted ;t falfe
and malicious.  Craffus neverthelefs affured Saluit (a3 that
hiftorian declares) that this affiont was thrown upon lum
by the arthces of Cicero himfclf. But whether Creflus
had any juit ground for this {ufpicion, or whether 1t was
fuggefted 1o him by the falfe infinuations of thofe to whom
Cicero here alludes, 15 a quethion by no means capable of
being determined by any arcumflance m the hitory or
chara&er of the two men. It 1s certan that (- Lmw,,
this time concaved a itrong and lating aveirfen to our
author . 2> on the cther hand, that Cicero after the death
of Craffus publifhed an oration in which he exprily charged
him with being engaged m this confprracy. However
formal reconciiauon had lately pafled between them . and
when Crafus fet out for his eaftern expedinon, they pirted
with all the exterior marks of a fincere frendfp, 44
At iv. 13. Saluft. Bel. Cat. 49. Plut. in var. Crafi. Epyl.
Fan 1. g

* This lady’s name was Tertulla. and if Suetonius may
be credited, the was better acquainted with fome of Cafar’s
talents than was altogether confiftent with her being (what

with
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with thofe illuftrious models of virtue and filial A.U 6gg,
pi€ Jeur two armiable fons, have perpetual
recourfe to’ my afliftance and advice : and the
whole world\\li fenfible, that no one is niore
zealoufly difpAfed to ferve you than myfelf.
Your family-correfpondents have informed
you, I imagine, of what has hitherto pafied in
your affair, as well as of what is at prefent in
agiration.  As for myfelf, I intreat you to do
me the juftice to believe, that it was net any
fudden ftart of inchnation, which difpofed me
to embrace this opportunity of vindicating your
honour: on the contrary, it was my ambition
from the firft moment I entered the Forum, to
be ranked in the number of your friends*.
I have the fatisfa&ion to rcfleét, that I have
never, from that time to this hour, faled in
the highelt fentiments of efteem for you: and
I doubt not you have always retaihed the fame
affeCtionate regard towards me. If the effets
sivemutual difpofition have Dbeen inter-
rupted by any httle fufpicions, (for fufpic ons
fonly, I am fure, they were) be the remembrance

“*Citc o here calls her) the moff waluable of all women.  Suets
m F. Czf. 50.

% Cralus was almoft ten years older than Cicero; fo
that when the latier firft appeared at the inr, the for-
mer had already eftablihed a charafler by s oratgnical
abilities,

K2 of
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AU.699. of them for ever blotted out of our hearts. I.
“™~ am perfuaded indeed from thofe virtygs wiich
form your charater, and from thqle which I
am defirous fhould diftinguith mife, that our
friendly union in the prefent corfuncture, can-
not but be attended with equal honour to us
both. What inftances you may be willing to
give me of your efteem, muft ke left to your
own determination: but they wil be fuch, I
flatter myfelf, as may tend moft to advance my
dignities. For my own part, I faithfully pro-
niife the utmoft exertion of my beft fervices, in
every article wherein I can contribute to increafe
yours. Many, I know, will be my rivals in
thefe amicable offices: but it is a contention in
which all the world, 1 queftion not, and par-
ticularly your two fons, will acknowledge my
fuperiority.  Be affured, I love them both m a
very uncommon degree; tho’ I will own, that
Publius* is my favourite. From his infancy

3 Whatever fincerity might be wanung «n our author’s
profeflions of friendfhip to the faihar, 1t1s certamn he had
a very unfagned affechon for the :on. as indeed Citens
had been greatly obliged to his z*nlous {vrvices whea he
was perfecuted by Clodws.  Soen ofier this lutrer wasy
written, Publins tollowed his father \\:Lh a Lady of @ii-
lic cavalry to Partiia, where he behaved with uncom-
mon bravery. but perifhed in that unfortunate eancdinon.
He fell, not indeed by the enemy, but by the hand of one
of his attendants: who ftabbed him by his own orders, a.

feorning to furvive {o thameful a defeat.  Cic. v Brar, Pir e,
1 vu, Graffi,

indeed,
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équcd, he difcovered a fingular regard to me: AU 6gq.
as htwparticularly diftinguithes me at this time “—v—’
with all the marks even of filial refpet and
affeftion. |

JLet me del.re you to confider this letter, not
as a ftrain of unmeaning compliment, but as
a facred and folemn covenant of friendfhip,
which 1 fhall moft fincercly and religioufly
obferve® T fhall now perfevere in being the
advocate of your honours, not only from a
motive of affedtion, but from a principle of
conflancy : and without any application on your
part, you may depend on my embracing every
opportunity, wherein I fhall think my fervices
may prove agreeable to your intereft, or your
inclinations. Can you once doubt then, that

# Tt has been afferted in thefe remarks, that Cicero
atted a counterfeit part 1 his profeflions of friendftup to
Craflus+ but as he here very firongly affirms the contrary,
it will be proper to produce the emidence. This indeed 1is
Cicero humfelf. who in a Jetter to Atticus written not long

eront-uxe prefent, and wherein he gives an account of
the departure of Craflus for his Parthian expediuon, fpeaks
of him :n a ftyle utterly irreconcileable with the fenti-
ments he here profefles, and in terms of the utmoft con-
tempt.  Craflum noftrum, {ays he, mmore dignitate atunt pro-
fetum paludatum, quam olim — L. Paudum. O BOMINEM
nerquam' 1t muft be owred at the fame time, that it 1s
Iighly probable the heart of Craflus was as httle concerned
in their pretended reconcilement as that of Cicero: for
Craflus generally regulated his attachments by hus intereft,
and was no farther a friend or an enemy than as it fuited
with his avarice and ambiuon.  A4d Are. ivy 13, Plut. 1»
wit. Craffi.

K3 any
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AU.6g9 any requeft to me for this purpofe, either by

v yourfelf or your family, will meet with 2 {hoft
punétual obfervance ? 1 hope therefore you will
not {cruple to employ me 1n all yc;.;r concerns,
of what patwure or importance {oever, as ope
who is moft faithfully your friend: and that youy
will diret your family to apply to me in all their
affairs of every kind, whether relating to you or
to themfelves, to their friends or their depen-
dents. And be affured, I fhall {pare no pains to
render your abfence as hittle uneafy to them as
poffible. Farewel.

LETTER VIL

To Jurius Casar

Am going to give you an inftance how
much 1 rely upon your affectionate fervices,
not only towards myfelf, but in favour alfo of
my {riends. "It was my intention, iEFlo®
gone abroad in any fereign employment, that
‘T'rebatius * fhould have accompanied me : and
he would not have returned withiout receiving,
the higheft and moft advaniageous honours I
$ Cafar was at this time in Gaul, preparing for his firft

expedition mto Britaun - which, as Tactus obferves, he
]
rather difcovered than conque red.

§ See an acccunt of hnnap the following letter.

thould
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fhould have been able to have conferred upon A . 6g4.
him.” "But as Pompey, 1 find, defers fctting‘ e
out upon his commiffion longer than [ imgy-
gined? ; and § am apprehenfive likewife that the
doubts you know I entertain in regard to my
attending him, may poffibly prevent, as they
will certainly at leaft delay, my journey; Itake
the liberty to refer Trebatius to your good of.
fices, for thofe benefits he expefted to have rea
ceived from mine. 1 have ventured indeed to
promife, that he will find you full as well-dif,
pofed to advance his intereft, as I have alwayg
affrad birr e wonld Snd e s and & vary e
traordinary circumftance occurred, which feemed
to confirm this.opinion I entertained of your
generofity.  For in the very inftant T was talk.
ing with Balbus upon this fubje®, your letter
was delivered to me: .in the clofe of which yoy
pleafantly tell me, that ¢ in compliance with
&0 requeft, you will make*Orfius king of
# Gaul, or affign him over to Lepta, and ad-

7 A law had lately pafled, by which Pompey was in_
vefted with the government of Spain during five years,
and it was upon this occafion that Cicero had thoughts of
attending hum as Jus lLeutenant. Pompey however, infteaq
of going to his province, chofe to conunue in Italy; tho
he (%ems to have amufed Cicero with a notion of his in.
tending the contrary, For 3t appears by a letter to Atticug
written towards the latter end of this year, that our author
had fixed the day for his departure, Plute n wit, Pomp,
Ad 4, iv. 18,

K 4  vance
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¢ vance any other perfon whom I fhould be in-
« clined to recommend.” This had {o 1<unarka
able a coincidence with our difcourfe, that it
ftruck both Balbus and myfelf, 2, a fo.t of a
happy omen that had fomething in 1t more
than accidental ®. As 1t was my intention,
therefore, before I received your letter, to have
tranfimitted Trebatius to you; fo I now con-
fign him to your patronage as upon your own
invitation. Receive him thep, my dear Cafar,
with your ufual generofity; and diftingu.th him
with every honour that my folicitations can

* Among the various kinds of omens obferved with
much faperfivion by the Romans, that of words happering
to comncide with any particular fubje€t under confideranion,
was eftecmed of fingular regard. A remarkable inftauce
of this foit 15 recorded by Livy. After the buiiwg of
Rome by the Gauls, 1t was debated whether the capial
city fhould not be removed into the conntry of the Ven,
This point was long and warmly difcuffed, till at length
the quetion was decided by an officer of the guards who
accidentally pafling by the fcnate-heufe with lus company,
called out to the enfign, Signyer, flutuc fignum b mane-
Lom s optere Thele words being heard by the fithers
in counci, were confidared as a divine mtimation. and
it was unmediately and unarunoufly agreed to rebuild the
city on its former fite.  Cafar, of all the Roman hiftonans,
has moft avoided the marvelicus of this kind: and it is ob-
fervable that he does not mention a fingle prodigy through-
out his whole Commentaries, except in his relarzon of the
battle of Pharfalia. Upon that occafion indeed he very
artfully falls 1n with this popular fupcritition, and gives an
account of many predithive ntimations of that day’s im.
portant event. And nothmg, u truth, could be more to
his purpofe than this indire¢t manner of perfuading his
countrymen, that the Gods were parties in this caufe, L.

v. 55. Caf kel crv. i, 85,
induce
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induce you to confer. I do not recommend A.U.6gg.
him 1 the manner you fo juftly rallied, when y
I wrote to you in favour of Orfiue: but I will
take upon ine to affure you, in true Roman
fincerity, that there hives not a man of greater
mod.fty and ment. I muft not forger to men-
tion alfo (what indeed 1s his diftinguihing
quebfication) that he 15 eminentdy fkilled in
the laws of his country”, and happy in an
uncommon ftrength of memory. I will not
point out any particular piece of preferment,
which T with you to bcftow upon him: I
will only in general intreat you to admuit him
into a thare of your friendfhip, Neverthe-
lefs, 1f you thould think proper to diftinguith
him with the tnibunate or prefedlure ', or any
other lirtle honours of that nature; 1 fhall have
9 The profeflion of the law was held among the Romans,
as it 15 with s, m great efteen but this body of men
feem 1 general to have alted iather 1n the nature of our
o .. ~gounfel, than as advocates at the bar  J'he latter
was properly the province of thofe whom they called their
aroters  and for which every man of good ienfe, a ready
utterance, and a general knowledge of the conflitutions of

his country, was thought quabfied, Cuc de of u 15.
de Orat. 55, &c.

* 'The” maitary tribunes were next in rank to the licute-
nants or commanders 1o chief under the gencral; as the
prapectus legioms was the moft honourable poft in the Roman
aimies after that of the military tribuncz The bufinefs of
the former was, among other articles, to decide all centro-
v criies that arofe among the foldiers ; and that of the Jatter
was to carry the chief itandard of the Legion,

no
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A.U6gg. no manner of objeftion. In good earneft, I

b=’ intirely refign him out of my hands into yours,
which never were lifted up in battle, or pledged,
in friendfhip, without effe¢t.—Bue 1 fear I have
prefled you farther upon this occafion than was
neceffary : however 1 know you will excufe my
warmth in the caufe of a friend. Take care
of your health, and continue to love me.
Farewel.

LETTER IX.

To TrREBATIUS

Never write to Czfar or Balbus, without
taking occafion to mention you in the ad
vantageous terms you deferve: and this in a
fiyle that evidently diftinguithes me for your
fincere well-wither. I hope therefore, you will

» This is the fame perfon in whofe behalf the foregoine
letter to Ceefar 1s written, and whuch feems to have had fo
good an effect, that we find him mentioned by Suetonios
as 1n the number of Cafar’s particular favourites. He ap-
pears in this earlier part of hus life to have been of a more
gay and indolent diipofition than 1s confiffent with making
2 hgure bufinefs , but he afterwards however, became a
very cclebrated lawyer : and one of the moit agrecable fa-
tires of Horace 15 addrefled to him under that honourable
chaiaéter. If the Enghfh reader 1s dedircus of being ac-
quajnted with the fpirit of that pertormance, he will find 1t

referved, and even improved, amoag Mi. Pope s excellent
imutations of Horace, Swer e vt Jul. Crfar.  Ilo. Sar.

i 1. Pope’s porms, wel.n p. 10G,
check



Boox II. o CICER O. 139

check this idle paffion for the elegancies of A.U.699
Rome, and refolutely perfevere in the purpofe ==’
of your journey, till your merit and affiduity

thall have olrained the defired cffet. In the

mean time, your friends herz will excufe your

abfence, no lefs than the ladws of Corinth did

that of lzdea in the play’, when fhe artfully
perfvades thm not to impute it to her as a

crime, tiat fhe had forfaken her country : For,

as fhe tlls them,

There arc who diffant from their native foil,
Still for therr own and country’s glory todd :
[Vkile fome, faft-rooted to their parent-fpot,
In Iife are ufelefs, and in death forgot.

In this lait inglorious clafs you would moft cer-
tainly have been nuinbered, had not your friends
all confpired in foreing you from Rome.~-But
more of this another ume: in the mean while
let me advife you, who know fo well how to
,managc fecurities for others, to fecure yourfelf

3 Medea being enamoured of Jafon, affifted him in ob-
ta ning the golden fleece, and then fled with him from her
father’s court. He afterwards however deferted her for
Creafa the daughter of Creon king of Counth, whom
Mecdea deftroyed by certain magical arts, Enaws, a Ro-
man poet, who flourifhed abour a century before the date of
this letter, formed a play upon this ftory: from which per-
formance the followang lnes are gaoted.

from
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AU.699. from the Britith charioteers4.  And fince I
have been playing the Medea, let me make my
exit with the following lines of the fame tra-
gedy, which are well worth your conftant re-
membrance :

His wifdom, fure, on folly’s confines lies,
Who, wife for others, for bimfelf’s unwife.
Farewel,

LETTER X.
To the Same.

I Take all opportunities of writing in your
favour: and I fhall be glad you would
let me know with what fuccefs, My chief
reliance 1s on Balbus: in my letters to whom
I frequently and warmly recommend your
intereft.  But why do,you not let me hear
from you every time my brother difpatches a
courier ?
. I am informed there is neither gold nor filver
in all Britain®., If that fhould be the cafe, I
4 'The armies of the ancient Britons were partly com-
poled of troops who fought in open char:ots; to the axle-
trees of whych were fixed a kind of fhort {cythe. Ce/. de
bell. Gall. iv. 29.  Swr William Temple's wntrodudtion to~the
Hift, of Eygland,

$ A nonon had prevasled among the Romans, that Britain
abounded m gold and filver mmes and this report, it 1s

would
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would advife you to feize one of the enemy’s A.U.6ggs
military cars, and drive back to us with all
expedition.  But if you think you fhall be able
to make your fortune without the affiftance of
Britith fpoils ; by all means eftablith yourfelf in
Czfar’s friendfhip. To be ferious; both my
brother and Balbus will be of great fervice to
you for that purpofe: but, beheve me, your
own merit and affiduity will pruve your beft re-

probable, firft fuggefted to Cfar the defign of conqueiing
our ifland. It was foon difcovered however, that thefe
fources of wealth exafted only mn their own imaginations ;
and all thewrr hopes of plunder cnded mn the lictle advan-
tage they could make bv the {ale of then prifoners. Ci-
cero taking notice of this circumitance to Atucus, ndicules
the poverty and ignorance of our Bnitth anceftors ; wiich
gives occafion to the 1agemous hftorian of his hfe to
break out into the following pertinent and ufc{al obferva-
tions . ¢ From their rasllertes of this kind (fays Dr. Mid-
¢ dléton) one cannct help refleCting on the furprifing fate
« and revolutions of kingdoms. how Rome, once the
« muftrefls of the world, the feat of arts, empusc ond glory,
« row les funk i floth, ignorance, and poverty, cn-
« {laved to the moft cruel as well as to the molt contemp-
« uble of tyrants, fuperfiion and religious umpofture :
« while thys remote country, anciently the jeft and contempt
« of the polite RGtans, 1s become the happy feat of H-
« berty, plenty and letters, floursthng m all the arts and
« refincments of civil hfe; yet running perhaps the fame
« courfe, which Rome itfelf had run before 1t; from vir-
“ tuous mduitry to wealth; from wealth to luxury; from
« luxury to an impatj.nce of difcipline and corrupuion of
< morals, unil by a total degeneracy and lofs of virtue,
« bemg grown r.pe for defliuction, 1t falls a prey at laft to
« fome hardy oppreflor, and, with the 10}: of. liberty,
« lofing every tlung elie that 15 valuable, finks gradually

again mto 1ts origmal barbardm.”” 44 e v, Life of
Cic. 1. 102,

-

-

-

A

commendation
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A.U.69g. commendation. You have every favourable cir-
v cumftance indeed for your advancement, that

can be withed. On the one hand, you ate in
the prime and vigour of your years; as on the
other, you are ferving under 2 commander dif-
tinguithed for the generofity of his difpofition,
and to whom you have been recommended in
the ftrongeft terms. In a word, there is not
the leaft fear of your fuccefs, if your own con-
currence be not wanting. Farewel.

LETTER XL

To the Same.

Have received a very obliging letter from

Czfar, wherein he teils me, that tho® his
pumberlefs occupations have hitherto prevented
him from feeing you fo often as he withes,
he will certainly find an opporwruy ot being
Better acquainted with you. I have affured
him in return, how extremely acceptable his
generous fervices to you, would prove to my-
felf. But furely you are much too precipitate
in your detcrminations: and I could not but
wonder that you fhould have refufed the ad-
vantages of a tribune’s commiffion, efpecially

1 as
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as you might have been excufed, it feems, A.U.699.
from the functions of that poft. If you con~ “=v=’
tinue to act thus indifcreetly, I fhall certainly
exhibit an information againft you to your friends
Vacerra and Manilius. I dare not venture
however, to lay the cafe before Cornelius: for
as you profefs to have learned all your wifdom
from his inftructions; to arraign the pupil of
imprudence, would be a tacit reflettion, you
know, upon the tutor. But in good earneft,
I conjure you not to lofe the faireft opportunity
of making your fortune, that probably will ever
fall again in your way.

I frequently recommend your interefts to
Precianus, whom you mention; and he writes
me word that he has dene you fome good of-
fices. Let me know of what kind they are. I

expect a letter upon your arrival in Britain,
Farewel,

LET-
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LETTER XII.
To the Same.

Have made your acknowledgments to my

brother, in purfuance of your requeft: and
am glad to have an occafion ¢f applauding you
for being fixed at laft in fomme fettled refolution.
The ftyle of your former letters, T will own,
gave me a good deal of uneafinefs, And allow
me to fay, that in fome of them you difcovered
an impatience to return to the polite refinements
of Rome, which had the appearance of much
levity : that in fome I regretted your indolence;
and in others, your timidity. They frequently
likewife gave me occafion to think, that you
were not altogether fo reafonable in your expec-
tations, as is agreeable to your ufual modefty.
Cne would have imagined, indeed, you had
carried a bill of exchange upor.- [ <li, -inftead
of a letter of recommendation: for you feemed
to think you had nothing more to do than to
receive your money and haften home again. But
money, my friend, 'is not-fo eafily acquired :
and 1 could name fome of our acquaintance who
have been obliged to travel as far as Alexandria

in purfuit of it, without having yet been able to
obtain
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obtain even their juft demands®. If my incli- A U.6gs.
nations were governed folely by my intereft, T “=
fhould certainly choofe to have you here: as
nothing affords me more pleafure than your
company, or more advantage than your advice
and afliftance. But as you fought my friend-
thip and patronage from your earlieft youth; I
always thought it incumbent upon me to a&
with a difinterefted view to your welfare : and
not only to give you my protettion, but to ad-
vance, by every means in my power, both your
fortunes and you dignities. In confequence of
which I dare faykyou have not forgotten thofe
unfollicited offers I made you, when I had
thoughts of being employed abroad?’. I no
fooner gave up my intentions of this kind, and
perceived that Cefar treated me with great dif-
tinction and friendthip, than I recommended
you in the ftrongeft and warmeft terms to his
favour ;. MRE:@;EV well knowing the fingular
probity and isénévolence of his heart. Accord-
ingly he thewed, not only by his letters to me,
but by his condu towards you, the great regard
he paid to my recommendation. If you have
S This alludes to thofe who fupplied Ptolemy with money
when he was (olliciting his affairs in Rome . an aecount ot

which has already been given in the notes on the foregoing
book. See rem. z. p. §1. of this vol,

¥ Seerem. 7. p. 135. of this vol.

Vor. I. L any
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A.U.6g9. any opinion therefore of my judgment, or
imagine that I fincerely with you well; let
me perfuade you to continue with him. And
notwithftanding you tfhould meet with fome
things to difgult you ; as bufnels, perhaps, or
other obftrutions may render him lefs expedi-
tious in gratifying your views than you had
reafon to expeét; ftill however perfevere : and
trut me, you will find it prove in the end
both for your intereft and your honour. To
exhort you any farthe, might look like imper-
tinence : let me only remind you, that if you
lofe this opportunity of improving your fortunes,
you will never meet again with fo generous a
patron, fo rich a province, or fo convenient a
feafon for this purpofe. And (to exprefs my-
felf in the ftyle of you lawyers) Cornelius has
given bis opinion to the fame effect.

I am glad for my fake, as well as yours, that
you did not attend Ceafar igrr, 2-i=rin : as it
has not only faved you the fatigue of a very
difagreeable expedition, but me likewife that of
being the perpetual auditor of your wonderful
exploits.—Let me know in what part of the
world you are likely to take up your winter-
quarters, and in what poft you are, or expe& to
be, employed. Farewel,

LET-
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LETTER XIIL

To the Same.

IT is a confiderable time fince 1 have heard A.U.6g9.
any thing from you. As for myfelf, if I =¥
have not written thefe three months, it was
becaufe, after you were feparated from my bro-
ther, I neither knew where to addrefs my let-
ters, nor by what hand to convey them. I
much with to be informed how your affairs go
on, and in what part of the world your winter-
quarters are likcly to be fixed. I fhould be
glad they might be with Cefar: but, as I
would not venture in his prefent afflition * to
trouble him with a letter, I have written upon
that fubject to Balbus. In the mean while, let
me intreat you not to be wanting to yourfelf :

8 Cafa: '_’samatﬁsé time loft his daughter Juliz» who
died in child-béd. She was married to Pompey, who
was fo paflionately fond f her, that fhe feems, during
the fhort time they lived together, to have taken gntire
pofleflion of his whole heart, and to have turned all his
ambition into the fingle defire of appearing amiable in
her eye. The death of this young lady proyed a public
calamity, as it diffolved the only forcible bond of union
between her father and her hufband, and haftened that zup-
ture which ended in the deftrnétion of the commonwealgh,
It is in allufion to this, that the elegant Patercylus calls
her, medium male ccbarentss inter Pompesurs et Cajarem sone
cordie prgmus,  Plut,im ant. Pomp. et Cafar, Fel, Paterc
i

3

L 2 and
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A.U.6g9. and for my own part, I am contented to give

“—— up fo much more of your company, provided
the longer you ftay abroad the richer you fhould
return. ‘There is nothing, I think, particu-
larly to haften you home, now that Vacerra'is
dead. However you are the beft judge : and
I thould be glad to know what you have deter-
mined.

There is a queer fellow of your acquaintance,
one Otavius or Cornelius (I do not perfeétly
recollect his name) who is perpetually invit-
ing me as a friend of yours, to fup with him.
He has not yet prevailed with me to accept his
compliment : however, I am obliged to the
man. Farewel.

LETTER XIV.
To MuNaATIUS?,

U C1U S Livineius Trau; ¢ 15The freed-
man of my very ingimate friend Regulus:
And tho’ the misfortunes of the latter cannot
raife him higher in my affection, they have

9 The perfon to whom this letter is addrefled, is un-
known ; as is the preaife time likewife when it was writ-
ten : It feems progable however, not to have been very
long after Cicero’s return from banifhment. For by the
expreflion, bis noffris temporibus, he undoubtedly alludes {as
Mr. Rofs obferves) to the misfortunes which were brought
upon um by Clodius.

however
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however rendered me more affiduous to teftify 2 .65
it in every inftance wherein he is the leatt con- ~—
cerned. But I have flill a farther reafon to in-

tereft myfelf in behalf of his freed-man¢ as I
experienced his fervices at a feafon, when I had

the beft opportunity of proving the fincerity of

my friends. I recommend him therefore to your
protection with all the warmth of the moft fen-

fible gratitude : and I fhall be extremely obli-

ged to you for thewing him, that you place to

syour own account, thofe many dangerous win-

ter voyages he formerly undertook upon mine.
Farewel,

LETTER XV.
To TRrREBATIUS.

I Perceive by your letter, that my friend
Cefar looks upon you as a moft wonderful
lawyer s, “efa you not happy in being thus
placed in a countr) where you make fo confi-
derable a figure upon fo finall a ftock *? But

2 The ludicrous anthor of the zale of a rzb has applied
this paflage with more humour, perhaps, than it was firft
concerved. He is accounting for the propagation of the
feveral abfurd doftrines of philofophy and religion that
have prevaled in the world, by fuppofing that every
fyftem-maker ic always fure of finding a fet of difciples
whofe tone of wrderflanding is exaﬂly pitched to the ab-
furdity or extravagance of his tenets.  And in this one

L 3 with
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AU.699. with how much greater advantage would your

=== noble talents have appeared, had you gone into
Britain ? Undoubtedly there would not have
been fo profound a fage in the law, throughout
all that extenfive ifland.

Since your epiftle has provoked me to be
thus jocofe, I will proceed in the fame ftrain,
and tell you there was one part of it I could not
read without fome envy. And how indeed
could it be otherwife, when I found, that, whilft
much greater men were in vain attemnpting to
get admittance to Cafar, you were fingled out
from the croud and even fummoned to an au-
dience * ? But after giving me an account of
affairs which concern others; why were you
filent as to your own ? Affured as you are that

¢ circumftance, fays he, lies all the (kill or luck of the
« matter, Cicero underflood this very well, when writing
“ to a friend m England; with a caation, among other
“ matters, to beware of bemg cheated by our hackney-
¢ coachmen (who 1t feems, in thofe days, were as errant
“ rafcals as they are now) has thefe ye:cqtkohle words:
« ¢t quod gaudeas te in ifta loca weagf, L) alrquid fapere
¢ widerere. For to {peak a bold ghuth, it is a fatal mifcar-
« riage, fo ill to order affairs, as to paf- for a fool in one
¢ company, when in another you might vz treated as a
« philofopher. Which I defire fome certain gentlemen of
“ my acquaintance to lay up in their hearts as a very fea-
* fonable innuendo.” Tale of 2 Tub, p. 164

' Trebatius, it is probable, had informed Cicero in the
letter to which this is an anfiver, that he had been fum-
moned by Cafar to attend him as his affeffor upon fome
trial: which feems to have led our author into the rail-
lertes of this and the preceding paflages.

-

-

I intee
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I intereft myfelf in them with as much zeal as A U.6gq.
if they immediately related to myfelf. Accord- “==v==?
ingly, as I am extremely afraid you will have
no employment to keep you warm in your win-
ter-quarters, I would by all means advife you
to lay in a fufficient quantity of fuel. Both
Mucius and Manilius * have géven rbeir opinions
to the fame purpofe ; efpecially as your regimen-
tals, they apprehend, will fcarce be ready foon
enough, to fecure you againft the approaching
cold. We hear however there has been bot
work in your part of the world : which fome-
what alarmed me for you fafety. But1 com-
forted myfelf with confidering, that you are
not altogether {0 defperate a foldier, as you are
a lawyer. Itis a wonderful confolation indeed
to your friends to be affured, that your paffions
are not an over-match for your prudence. Thus,
as much as I know you love the water’ ; you

* Maucius &1 Manilius, it muft be fuppofed, were two
lawyers, ana " efutalgr friends of Trebatws: as the hu-
mour of this witjicimNgvidently confifts in an allufion w0
that profeffion.

i In.the oMBind it is, fudiofifimus home natands, the
ambiguity of which\gould not have been preferved in 2
more literal tranflation™ The art of fwimming was among
the number of polite exercifes in antient Rome, and efteem-
ed a neceflary qualification Jor every gentleman. Thus we
find Cato the clder, himfelf m(trufgtmg his fon in this
accomplifhment @ as Augoflus likewie performed the fame
afiice an the cducation of his two grandfons, Caius and

L 4 would
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AU.6gg. would net venture, I find, to ¢rofs it with Ce-
v far : and tho’ nothing could keep you from the

Tucius. It was indced one of the cffential arts in mi-
litary difcipline, as both the foldicis and officers had fre-
quently no othci means of purfuing or trc‘mn% from the
enemy. Accordingly the Campus Martzus, a place where
the Roman youth were taugnt the facnce of arms, was
fitnated on the banks of the Tiber and they conftantly
finifhed their exercifes of this kind, by throwing themfelves
into the river. Ths fhews the wonderful propriety of
thofe noble lines which Shakefpear puts into the mouth of *
Caflius, in that mafterly fcene, where he is endeavouring
to found the fentiments, and fire the indignation of Brutus
towards Cafar.
We can both,

Endure the winter’s cold as well as he.

For once upon a raw and gufty day,

The troubled Tyber chafing with his fhores,

Czlar fays to me, « Dar’it thou, Caflius, now

¢ Leap in with me mto this angry flood,

« And fwim to yonder powt **> Upon the word,

Accoatred as I was, T plunged in,

And bade hum fcllow  {o 1ndeed he did.

The torrent roar’d, and we did buffer it

With lufty finews, thiowmng 1t afide,

And ftemmirg at with hearts of controverfy.

But ere we could arnve the point propofed,

Cazlur cry’d, « Help me, Caflius, or 1 fink.””

I, as /lncas, our great anceftol,

Did ficm the flames of Troy upon s dhaelder

The ol Anchilcs bear, fo fromaak watves ot Tyber

Did I the tir'd Cafar- a?d'ftlus mhn

Is now become a God, &&

Monfieur Dacicr obferves, that this paffage of Cicero dif-
covers the juftnefs of thofe verfes ®» Horace, where Treba-
tws 15 reprefented as advifing the Roman faiynft to {wim
crofs the Tyber, as an excellent remedy aganft his
poeucal propenfity; fince like other phyficians, he pre-
fcribed a regimen, it feem:, moft agreeable to his own tafte
and practce.  Plat. 1 vut, Caro. Cenfor. Sust. 1n wit. Augufhs

64 Veget. de re mlut, i, 10.  Dacser rem. Jur la Sat. 1. du
ho. ii. & Hor.

combats
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tombats * in Rome ; you were much too wife, I
perceive, to attend them in Britain %

But pleafantry apart : you know without my
telling you, with what zeal I have rccommended
you to Cefar; though, perhaps you may not
be apprifed, that I have frequently, as well as
warmly, written to him upon that fubje®. I
had for fon)e time, indeed, intermitted my fo-
licitations, as would not feem to diftruft his
friendthip and generofity : however I thought
proper in my laft to remind him once more of
his promife. 1 defire you would let me know
what effe@® my letter has produced : and at the
fame time, give me a full account of every thing
that concerns you. For I am exceedingly anxi-
ous to be informed of the profpeét and fituation
of your affairs : as well as how long you ima-
gine your abfence is likely to continue. Be per-
fuaded, that nothing could reconcile me ta this
feparation %t the hapes of its proving to your
advantagg. T other view, 1 fhould not be
o impolitic asgnot toNinfift on your return: as
Poorwayl o prudent, I dare fay, to delay
1. The truth 1s;vone- hour’s gay, or ferious
converfation together, is of more importance
£0 us, than all the foes and all the friends that

¢ Alluding to hus fondnefs of the gladiatorial games.
¥ See remark 5. p. 134. of ths vol.
the
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‘Al1.699. the whole nation of Gaul can produce. I intreat
v~ you therefore to fend me an immediate account
in what pofture your affairs ftand: and be af-
fured, as honeft Chremes fays to his neighbour
in the play ¢,
Whatever cares thy lab’ring bofom grieve,
My tongue fball foothe them, or my band relicve.
Farewel.

LETTER XVL
To the Same.

O U remember the charaéter given of the

Phrygians in the play 7; “ that their wif-
¢ dom ever came too late:” but you are re-
folved, my dear cautious old gentleman®, that
no imputation of this kind fhall be fixed upon
you. Thank Heaven indeed, you wifely fub-
dued the romantic {pirit of your firft letters; as
you were not fo obftinately bent ysun new ad-

§ In Terence’s play called the®elf-1almentor.

7 A tragedy called the Trgan Hor/s  which feems by
Cicero’s f%equcnt quotations from /%, ¢ have-k:is ~in

reat cfteem.

* The celebrated Monfieur Dacier produces this paflage
as a proof that Trebatius muft have bees more than four-
jcore years of age, when Horace addreffed the fatire to
Jim mentioned in the remarks on-the preceding letter,
But that learned critic has been led into this error, by tak-
ing in a ferious fenfe, what Cicero moft evidently meant in
a ludicrous one.

VEnures
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ventures as to hazard a voyage for that purpofe 4
into Britain : and who, in troth, can blame you?
It is the fame difpofition, I imagine, that has
immoveably fixed you in your winter-quarters:
and certainly there is nothing like acting with
circum{pection upon all occafions. Take my
word for it, Prudence is the fafet fhield,

If it were ufual with me to fup from home,
moft undoubtedly I could not refufe your gal-
lant friend O&avius, 1 will own, however, 1
love to mortify the man’s vanity : and whenever
it invites me, I always affe& to look with fome
furprize, as not feeming to recollect his perfon.
Serioufly, he is a wondrous pretty fellow : what
pity it is that you did not take him abroad with
you *!

Lct me know how you are employed, and
whether there is any probability of feeing you
in Italy this winter., Balbus affures me, that
you will certainly return immenfely rich: but
whether hé megnowi the vulgar fenfe, or agree-
ably to the mxim ™ his friends the Stoics,
intaj u know, that “ every man is
*“ rich who has t\¢ free enjoyment of earth
“ and air,” is a doubt which time will clear

vp.

¥ See the conclufion of let, xiti. . 148. of this vol,
I find
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I find by thofe who come from your part
of the world that you are grown wonderfully
referved : for they tell me, you anfwer no gue-
ries®. However, it is on all hands a fettled
point, (and you have reafon, certainly, to con-
gratulate yourfelf upon it) that you are the moft
profound fage in the law throughout the whole
city of Samarobiiva™. Farewel.

® The wittici{m of this paffage confifis in the double
{enfe of the verb refpondere, which, befides its common ac-
ceptation, ﬁgmﬁes hkewile the giving an op mon as a lawyer,
"This conceit, fuch as it 1s, feems to have been a favour..e
one with ow author tor he repeats it in a {fubfequent
Jetter, where he 15 rallying another ot his friends upon an
pccafion ot the fame nature. Sec note 6. p. z13. of this
yol. Buat———

Antom gladios potuar contemmer, fi fic
Omma dixyffer ! —— Juv.

¥ A principal town in Gaul, now called Amiens, and
where Trebatius feems to have had lus winter-quarters.

LET-
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LETTER XVIL

To LENTULUS.

T is with fingular pleafure I perceive by your A.U.6g9.
I letter that your are fenfible, I will not fay ===’
of my affeGion only, buc of my devotion to-
wards you. Even that facred term indeed can
but ill exprefs the fentiments you taerit from
- me: and if you efteem yourfelf (as you would
perfuade me) obliged by my endeavours to
{ferve you, it is your friendfhip alone which can
make you think fo, I am fure at lealt I could
not refufc you my beft good offices, without
being guilty of the moft unpardonable ingra-
titude. You would have expericaced, bowever,
much ftronger and more powerful inftances of
my friendfhip, if, inftead of being thus long
feparated from each other, we had paffed this
interval togethd at Rome. It is not only in the
particular artig you" mention, and in which
alified to fhine, that I impa-
tiendy with to recelve you as my co-adjutor ;
it is not, I fay, in the fenate alone that our
amicable concurrence would have been diftin-
guifhed ; it would have appeared confpicuous,
my friend, in every alt of public eoncern-

ment,
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AU.699. ment. Suffer me then to add, previoufly to the
=y information you reqiieft me to give you of my
political fentiments and fitwation, that if fortune
had not thus divided us, I thould have enjoyed
in you a wife and faithful guide ; as you would
Rave found in me, a kind, a friendly, and,
perhaps, no unexperienced iffociate. How-
eveér, I rejoice (as undoubtedly I ought) at the
horeurable occafion of your abfence, and in
which yout military condu& and fuccefs has
procured you the illuftrious title of fmperator °.
Neverthelefs, I muft repeat it again, it is ow-
ihg to this circumftance, that you have not re-
ecived far more abundant and efficacious fruits
of that friendfhip, to which you have fo undif-
puted a claim. In particular, I fhould moft
firenuoufly have united with you in taking juft
véngeance on thofe whole ill offices you have
experienced, partly in refentment of your hav-
ing fupported and protected me in my adver-
fity, and partly as they ervy yu the glory of
fo gencrous an aftion. One o \hem, however,
has fufficiently anticipated sur révenge, and
drawn down by his own hands the chaftife-
#nent he merits from ours.  The perfon I meatt

* Hiftery i3 aIto%ether filent as to the occafion upond
which Lentalus was faluted by his army with this utle.

" is
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is that man who has ever diftinguithed himfelf AU.s9q.
by oppofing his benefattors, and who, after “==v~’
having received from you the higheft fervices,

fingled you out as the objet of his impotent

milice. This man, in confequence of being
deteGted in his late infamous attempts, has en-

tirely and irretrievably loft at once both his

honour and his liberty*.  As to yourfelf, tho’ I

had much rather you fhould gain experience by

my misfortunes than your own; yet it affords

‘e fome confolation under your prefent difap-
pointment ?, that you have not paid fo fevere

a fine as I did, for being taught the little de-
pendence there is upon the profeffions of the

world. A refle&ion this, which may very
properly ferve as an introdultion to the ac-

count you require of the motives of my late
tranfactions.

You are informed then, it feems, that I am
reconciled with Cazfar and Appius*: a flep,
you affure md whish you do not difapprove.

»?-—T‘w..c?'a%'e Manutius fedms highly probable,
that the perfon to whom Cicero alludes is Caius Cato,
whofe ill offices to Lentulus have been ofien mentioned in
the preceding letters.  But what the fecret praltices were
which had been difcovered fo much to his dugrace, is a
point in which hiftory does not afford any light.

% In not obtaining the commiffion 1o replace Ptolemy on

his throne,
+ He was embroiled with Appius, as being the brother

of his inveterate engmy, Ciodius.
But
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A.U.699. But you are at a lofs to guefs what reafons could
=y~ induce me to appear at the trial cf Vaunius, not
only as an advocate, but as a witnefs in his fa-
vour 5, To fet this matter in the cleareft light,
it will be neceffary to trace back the motives of
my condu& to their original fource. Let me
obferve then, my Lentulus, that when I was
recalled from exile by your generous offices, I
confidered myfelf as reftored, not only to my
friends and to my family, but to the common-
wealth in general. And as you had a right to
the beft returns of my affeCtion and gratitude

s It was cuftomary at trials for the perfon arraigned,
to produce witneffes to his charalter, who were called
Laudatores :  and ten was the namber requifite for this
Furpofe. Vatumus was tribune of the people in the con-
ulate of Ceefar, and had been in the number of Cicero’s
smoft inveterate encmies, as he was his conftant oppofer
hkewife in poltics He was a man of a moft abandcned
charafter, and whofe perfon (as Paterculus aflures us) was
not lefs deformed than his mind. A very learned and po-
e author, whofe juft efteem for Cicero’s wrntings has
betrayed him, perhaps, mnto fome ’Paruahty towards his
attions, acknowledges that “ the d-‘enc~ of Vatinius gave
« a plaufible handle for fome ceprure ypon Cicero.””  [he
troth of 1t 15, the cenfure was mort than plawfible - for
nothing certainly could difcover mo M cannels of fpir:e
than thus, in compliance wath thgie in power, not only
to defend Vatmws as an advquate, but to bear public
teftimony likewife to his general good condu&. Some
colourable excufe indeed may be given for the former, by
confidering it m the light which Valerius Maximus has
placed it; as an nflance of Cicero’s generofity towards his
enemies  but the latter feems to ftand beyond the reach
even of a plaufible juthficadion. Parerc. 1. 69, Val.
Max. iv. 2,

for
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for the diftinguithed part you a&ed in that af- AU.6gg,
fair; fo I thought there was fomething more %
than ordinary due from me te my country,
which had fo fingularly co-operated with you
upon this occafian. I often took an oppor~
tupity, during your confulare, of publicly de-
claring thefe my fentiments in the fenate: as I
always, you well know, expreffed myfelf to the
fame purpofe in our private converfations. Ne-
verthelefs, I had many reafons at that time to
be highly difgufted. I could not, in truth,
but obferve the difguifed malice of fome and
the coolnefs of others, when you were endea-
vouring to procure a decree for reftoring the in-
fcription of that honourable monument of my
public fervices, which had been eretted by the
fenate °. But it was not only in this inftance
that thofe who had many obligations to concur
in your good offices towards me, acted a part I
had listle reafon to expect. They looked in-
deed with much uagenerous indifference on the

® The expreffios which Uiceto makes ufe of in this
place, i~ ambiguous: seque de monumentis mers ab ns adyu-
tus es, &c. The commentators have fuppefed that this re~
lates to Cicero’s houfe: Lut Mr. Rofs, with ‘much greafer
probability, imagies it alludes to the Arreum Libertans,
which had becn érefted by order of the fenate as a me-
morial of Cicero’s fervices in refcuirg the commonwealth
from the dangerous cenfpiracy of Catiline  For Clodius had
erazed the original infcription, and placed his own name id
its ftead. See rens. 27. on this letter.

Vour. 1. M cruel
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AU.6g9. cruel outrage which was offered o my brother
Y=~ 2nd myfelf under our own roof 7: andthe eftimate
they made in purfuance of the fenate’s order, of
the damages I had fuftained by thefe aéts of vio-
lence, was far unequal to my real lofs®. This
laft article of their injuftice, tho’ leaft indeed «in
my concern, I could not but very fenfibly fecl
amidft the general wreck of my fortunes. But

7 Clodius, after having procared a law which declared it
treafon to vote or take any flep towards recalling Cicero
from his banifhment, proceeded to pillage and burn all his
houfes both in town and country. Cicero, however, being™
reflored, 1n the manner which he himfelf will relate in a
fubfequent part of this letter, the fenate decreed that his
houfes fhould bt rebuilt at the public expence. But while
the workmen were employed on his Palatine houfe, and
had carried it up almofl to the roof, Clodius made a fe-
cond attack, and after driving them off, fet fire to the
adjoining edifice which belonged to Cicero’s biuther, and
wherein he humfelf likewife at that time was; fo that they
were both obliged to make their efcape with the utmoft pre-
cipitation. 44 Art. iv. Orat. poff. red.

' His hbufe upon the Palatine hill in Rome together
with s Tufculan and Formian villas were jointly efh.
mated at 22,000/ a valuatien univerfally condemned as ex-
tremely unequitable. But « thofe sgho had chipt s wings
¢ (as he exprefles himfelf in adetter ¥o Atticus upon this
« occafion) were not difpofed they fhould grow agaw.”
1t feems highly probable that Lentulus himfelf was i this
wumber: as 1t appears by a letter of our auti..r to his bro-
ther, that he had reafons to be diffatisfied w.th his conduét
towards lum. But tho’ in the paffage before us he fpeaks
of the injuftice that had been done him, as arifing folely
from thoie who were concerned with Lentulus in taking
an eltunate of his loffes; yet at the fame time he exprefles
himfelf m fach a manner. as to throw a very artful
reproach upon che latter. 44 dr. iv. 2. Add 2. F.

i 2.
tho”
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tho’ thefe mortifying marks of their difpofition
towards me, were much too hotorious to efcape
my obfervation ; they could not efface the more
agreeable impreffions of their fosmer friendfhip.
Feor this reafon, notwithﬁandir%, thofe high ob-
ligations I had to Pompey, of which you your-
felf were witnefs and have often mentioned;
notwithftanding alfo the affetion and efteem
which I always entertained for him; yet I ftill
firmly adhered to my political principles: nor
fuffered thefe confiderations of private amity to
influence me in favour of his public meafures.
Accordingly when Vatinius (who at the trial of
P. Sextius ® was examined as a witnefs againft
him) intimated that Cefar’s fucceffes had re-
conciled me to his party; I told him, in the
prefence of Pompey, that I preferred the fate
of Bibulus, unhappy as he might efteem it, to
all the fplendid triumphs of the moft victorious
general . 1 aII"Frtcd likewife upon anothet

® « P. Sextius was a triume of the people A.U. 6g6,
¢ in the confulflup of Lentulus, and a great inftrument in
« reftoring (cero, He refifted the fattion of Clodws by
« force of arms, and was mpon that account in the fol-
« Jowing year accufed of public violence by M. Tullius
¢ Albinovanus. Cicero defended him in an excellent ora.
 tion which is fhil extant, and he was acquitted by the
¢ fuffrages of all the judges.” Mr. Rgfs.

> M. Calpurnius Bibulus was joint conful with J. Cafar
A.U.694. The fenate fecured the cle@ion of the former,
in order to his being a check to the ambitious defigns of

M2 occafion
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A.U.6gg. occafion (and afferted too in the hearing of
V=" Pompey) that the fame perfons who confined
Bibulus to his houfe, had driven me from mine.
Indeed the whole feries of thofe interroga-
tories ** which : put to Vatinius at this trial,
was entirely defigned as an inveltive againft his
tribunate : and I particularly expofed with
much freedom and indignation, his contempt
of the Aufpices, his corrupt difpofal of foreign
kingdoms ™, together with the reft of his

kis coliegue: and it was thought of fo much importance
1o the republic that he fhould be chofen, that even Cato
did not fcruple upon this occafion to employ methods
of bribery for that purpofe. But Bibulus after many vamn
efforts of patriotifm, and being grofsly infulted i the
forum by Cafar’s mob, at length withdrew from the func-
nons of his office, and veluntarily confined himielf (as
Suetonius relates) to his own houfe; tho’ by the expref-
fion which Tully here ufes, it rather feems asif Czfar had
employed fome force in keeping him there. After which,
as the fame hiftorian informs us, Cafar governed the re-
public without controul.  Suet. in Jul. Ceefar. c. 20.

¥« Cicero inftead of exapuning Vatmins upon the
« falts in his evidence againft Sextius, put to him a feries
* of queftwons in fuch an artful manner, that he expofed
< all the intrigues and muquity of his tebunate. This
« examnation is fhll extant under the utle of Interiggatio
¢ wm Fatimum.””  Mr, Refs,

™ It is wholly uncertain to what particular faéts Cicero
alludes, when he imputes to Fatrnsus what h¥ calls the do-
natio 1egworum : however by comparing this expreflion with
the oration to which 1t refers; and with a paifage in a let-
ter to Atticus, it feems probable that Vaunws, when he
was tribune, had been bribed to procure a confirmation
from the people of fome difputed regal utle, or perhaps
1o obtain afliftance from the republic in transfeiring a con-
tefted Crown from its rightful poflefior into the hands of
an ufurper, It is certain, at leaft, that {uch unworthy me-

violent
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violent and illegal proceedings. But it was AU.65g
not only upon this eccafion that I fpoke this ™+
unrefervedly: I frequeatly avowed my fenti-
ments with the fame refolute {pirit in the fe-
nate. Thus when Marcellipus and Philip~
pus were * confuls, I carried a motion that
the affair of the Campanian lands ** fhould be
yeferred to the re-confideration of a full houfe '+,
on the 15th of May following. Now tell me,

thods were frequently praflifed at this time, in order to
grahfy the mnfatable avarice and profufion of thefe degenc.
rate Romans. Orat. in Vatar. Ad Au. 1. g.

* They were confuls A.U. 697,

3 The lands in Campania, a diftriét in Italy now called
the Terra dilavoro m the kingdom of Naples, ware partly
appropriated to the ufe of the republic, and partly in private
hands. Cafar had procured a law for dividing the former
among 25,000 poor citizens: and for purchafing the latter
in order to diftribute them in the fame manner, Both thefe
defigns feem 1o have been very artfully calculated by Cafar
to promote and facilicte his grand purpofe of ufurpiag the
fupreme power. For by parcelling out thefe lands among
the common people which belonged to the republic, he
fecured the populace to his intercit, and at the fame time
deprived the government of thofe very confiderable fupplies
both of money and coin whigh it denved from its demefnes
in Campania: as un the other fide, by purchafing the re-
mamder of thefe chates, be rouft necc}anly have weakened
thofe public treafures which weie already much impo-
verithed, and confequently rendcred the commonwealth lefs
capable of oppofing h.s ambitious meafures. Swet, in J. Catf:
c. z0. Cuc. dgrar. it 2q.

4 A decree of the tenate had not its complete force
mnlefs 1t paffed in a full houfe; chat is, when a competent
number of the members were prefent. lt feems by a paf-
fage which Manutios quotes from Dio, L. 54. that before
the times of Auguitus, who made fome alteration therein,
the number requifite to maks an aét valid was 400,

M 3 my
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AU.fgg. my friend, could I poflibly have made a bolder
W~ or more formidable attack upon this party?
could I poffibly have given a more convincing
evidence, that I had not departed from my old
principles, notwithftanding all I had formerly
fuffered for their fake @ The truth of it is, this
mation greatly exafperated, not only thofe whom
it was reafonable to expeft it would offend,
but others upon whom I did not imagine it
would have had any fuch effe&t, Pompey, foon
after this decree had paffed, fet forward upon
his expedition into Sardinia and Africa®, with-
out giving me the leaft intimation of his being
difgufted. In hisiwy thither he had a con-
ference with Cefar at Luca ®, who made great

 This expedition of Pompey into Sardinia and Africa,
was in purfuance of the commiffion with which he had been
invefted for fupplying the public magazines with corn.  See
rem. 6. p. 56. of this vol.

b Lucca was a frontier town in Cefar’s province of
Cifalpine Gaul, adjoining to Italy: 1t full fubfifts under
the fame name, and 1s a celebrated republic. It was Cz-
far’s policy at the end of every campaign, to fix his win-
ter-quarters as near Italy as poffible, 1n order to be within
obfervation of what paffed a4t Rome. A numerous coust
was immediately formed around him in thefe places of his
refidence, confifting of the moft diftinguithed perfons in
Rome and the neighbouring proviaces- and po lefs than
2¢0 fenators have been obfered among his attendants
upon thefe occafions, Candidates for offices; young mer
who had run out their eflates; and, in a word, all whefe
affairs of any kind were embarrafled, flocked to him in
thefe cines: and by liberal conceflions to their refpettive
wants and interefts, he firengthened his fattion aad for-

9 com-
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complaints of this mation. He had before, it AU.5

feems, been informed of it by Craffus.at Raven-
na“; who took that opportunity of incenfing
him againft me. And it appeared afterwards
that Pompey was likewife much diffatisfied upen
the fame account. This I learnt from feveral
hands, but particularly from my brother, who
met him in Sardinia, a few days after he had
left Luca. Pompey told him he was extremely
glad of that accidental interview, as he wanted
much to talk with him. He begun with fay-
éng, that as my brother ftood engaged ¢ for
my conduét, he fhould expeét him to exert all
his endeavours to influence me accordingly.
Pompey then proceeded very warmly to re~
monftrate againft my late motion in the fenate;
reminding my brother of his fervices to us both,
and particularly of what had pafled between
ghem concerning Cafar’s edicts, and of thofe

warded his grand enterprize. It was thus (as the judi-
cious Plutaich obferves) he had the addrefs to employ the
forces of the republic againft Gaul, and the {poils of Gaul
agamnft the republic. Plut. m Cafl & Pomp, Suet. in

Tl
¢ A aty in Ofalpine Gaul, &ill {ubfifting under the fame

name, m the Pope’s domimons. . ) )
¢ Ths alludes to thofe engagements which Quintus Ci-
cero entered mto 1 behalf or his brotter, m order to in-
duce Pompey to favour lus recall from banythment. And 1t
appears by what follows, that he presufed on the part of
Cicero an unlimited refigration to the meafures of that am-

bitious chief,
M 4 affurances,

Gy
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AU.6gg. aflurances, he faid, my brother had given him

S of the meafures { would purfue with refpeét to
that article. He added, that my brother himfelf
was a witnefs that the fteps he had formerly
taken for procuring my recall, were with the
full confent and approbation of Czfar. Upon
the whole therefore, he intreated him, if it were
either not in my power or my inclination to
fupport the intereft and dignity of the latter,
that he would at leaft prevail with me not to
oppofe them. The account which my brother
gave me of this converfation, together with a
meflage I had before received from Pompey by
-Vibullius, to requeft that I would not proceed
any farther in the affair of the Campanian lands
till his return, threw me into a very ferious train
of refleCtions. I could not but think, after
having performed and fuffered fo much for my
couatry, that I might now at leaft be permit-
ted to confider what was due to gratitude and
to the honour of my brother: and as I had
ever conduéted myfelf with integrity towards
the public; I might be allowed, I hoped, to a&
the fame honeft part ia my more private con-
neétions .

_ ' The deltrultive views of Cefar in procuring the law
in queflicn, have been a'veady confidered in, thefe notes:
we therefore, undountedly, 1s the reafon which Cicerq

During
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During the time 1 was engaged in thefe votes AU.6q,
and other “proceedings with which Pompey ap~ v
peared thus diffatisfied, 1 was informed of what
pafled in the converfations of a fet of men,
whom you will now guefs without my naming,

This party, tho’ they approved of my public
meafures, as being agreeable to what had ever
been their profefled fentiments ; were yet fo un-
generous as to exprefs great fatisfalion in be-
lieving, that my conduét would by no means
oblige Pompey, at the fame time that it would
highly exafperate Cfar. Well might I refent,

here afligns, for re'%ouncing an oppofition fo evidently im-
portant to the true thtereft of his country. Had Cafar and
Pompey indeed been ever fo much his real friends, no con-
fiderations of amity ought to have prevailed with him to
bave acquiefced in a fcheme, which was contrary to the
fentiments of all the real patriots of the republic, and con-
trary likewife to his own : a fcheme which he himfelf tells
Atticus was formed for, the deftruftion of the common-
wealth, 44 4. ii. 17. “Had he attended to the indifputable
maxim which he hiunfelf lays down m one of his philofo-
phical treaufes, it would have decided at once the conduét
wiich became him to obferve upon an occafion, where
private flindfhip interfered with more extenfive obliga-
tions . Hec prima lex in amecitia fanciatur (fays he) at e-
que ragemus 1es turpes, uec faciamus vogatz.  But the trath of
it is, private friendfhip was not concerned i the cafe: for
he well knew that neither Pompey nor Cafar had any gt-
tachments to him of that kind. It was fear alone that
determined his refolution: and having once already fuf-
fered in the caufe of hberty, he did not %nd himfelf diipofed
to be twice a Martyr. The aukwaid manner, however,
in which he attempts to juftify imfelf throughout this let-
ter, very evidently fhews how impoflible 1t is to bid farewel
to ntegrity wath 4 good grace.

indced,
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#U.6gn. indeed, fo injurious a treatmenmt; but much

\wrapme? yiare when 1 faw them, even before my face,
malicioufly encouraging and careffing my avow-
ed enemy *° ;—mine do I call him ? Rather let
me fay an enemy to the laws and tranquillity
of his country, and to every character of worth
and virtue amongft us,

Their malevolence, however, had not the
effec they inténded, and it could not warm me
into thofe tranfports of indignation, of which
my heart is now, indeed, no longer fufcepti-
ble. On the contrary, it only induced me to
examine my fituation in all its various circum-
ftances and relations, with the greateft cool-
nefs and impartiality: the procefs and refult of
which I will lay before you, in as few words as
1 am able.

There have been times, as experience no lefs
than hiftory has taught mc,’ when the power of
the commonwealth was in worthlefs and wicked
hands. In fuch a conjunéture, no hope of in,
tereft (which I have at all times moft heartily
contemned) nor fear of danger (which, up-
on fome occafions, however, has influenced the
greateft minds) fhould prevail with me to co-
operate in their meafures: no not tho’ I
were attached to them by the ftrongeft ties of

% Clodius,
friendfhip
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friendfhip ang gratitude. But when a man of AU.69g;
Pompey’s diftinguifhed character prefides ovér
the republic; a2 man who has acquired that
eminence of power and honour by the moft he-
roic attions, and the moft fignal fervices; J
could not imagine it would be imputed to me
as a levity of difpofition, if in fome few in»
ftances I declined a little from my general max-
ims, and complied with his inclinations ”. But
my juftification, I thought, would ftill rife in
#& ftrength, when it fhould be remembered
that I favoured his credit and dignity even from
the earlieft part of my life; as I particularly
promoted them:in my pretorfhip and confu-
late: when it fhould be remembered, that he
pot only aflifteg me with his vote and his influ-
ence in the fenatc during my adverfity, but
7 It appears by what has already been remarked, that
Cicero’s compliance can by no means be confidered in the
favourable lignt in which he here reprefents 1t; but was in
realit ;7 a conceflion moft injurious to his honour and fatal to
the hbcrues of Rome. It 1s certain hikewnfe, that it was not
fiom any advantageous opinton of Pompey’s polincal cha.
rafter and defigns, that he was nduced to faﬁ in with his
meafures. On the contrary,' Cicero moft undoubtedly had
ro efteem for him: and as to his poliucal views, he faw
and acknowlcdged long before the date of this letter, that
they were turned on the defirutign of the re}_)ubhc, Opeo-’
royuueves (fays he 1n one of the epiftles to Atticus) rvpas-
wla ovoxsvaferas; as in another wruten upon the break-
ing out of the awil war, he calls him bomtuem amorsrinora-
sa;, 2 man utterly unacquainted with the arts of govern-

ment, Ad Ait. n, 17, viL 16, See remark 4. p. 27.
vol. 1.

Jjoined
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All6gg. Joined his counfels and his effarts' with yours,

Y=~ fot the fame generous purpofe: in a word,
when it thould be remembered, that he has no
ether enemy in the whole commonwealth,
except the man who is my profeffed adverfa-
ry ™. In confequence of thefe fentiments, it
was abfolutely neceffary for me, you fee, to
unite with Cafar, as one who was joined in the
fame views and the fame intereft. His friend-
fhip likewife which, you are fenfible, my bro-
ther and I have long fhared, together with his
humane and gererous difpofition which I have
abundantly experienced both' by his late letters
and his good offices towards me, contributed
greatly to confirm me in thefe refolutions. To
which I muft add, that the commonwealth in
general feemed to be moft ftrongly averfe from
giving any oppofition to thefe extraordinary
men : more efpecially after Cefar had perform-
ed fuch great and glorious exploits for the
honour of his country. But what had fill a
farther, and wery powerful weight in my deli-
Herations, was Pompey’s having engaged hig
word for me w Cafar, as my brother had given
the {fame affurances to Pompey.

' Clodius, after having driven Cicero out of Rome,
entered moft firenuoufly arto the oppofition aganft Pompey
and Cafar.  Mauntius.  See below, rem. 24.

Plato,
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Plato, T remembered, lays it down as a max- AU.699.
im in hjs divine writings, that © the people “™
¢« generally model their manners and their fen-
¢ timents by thofe of the great:” a maxim
which at this junture, I thought, merited my
particular attention. I was convinced indeed
of its truth, when I refleCted on the vigorous
refolutions which were taken in the f{enate, on
the memorable ' Nones of December: and it
feemed no wonder fo noble a fpirit fhould
appear in that affembly, after the animating
example I had given them upon my firft en-
tering on the confular office. I refletted alfo,
that during the whole time which intervened
between the expiration of my confulthip, and
that of C=far and Bibulus *°, when I fiill re-
tained a very confiderable authority in the fe-
nate, all the better part of the republic were
united in their fentiments, On the other hand,

'» The fifth. It was on this day, in the confulthip of
Cicero and Antonius A, U. 6go, that the {enate came 0 a
refolution of mfliting capital pumfhment on all thofe who
were concerned in Catiline’s confpiracy . « And it is cer-
* tain (as the learned and polite hiftorian of Cicero’s hife
“ obferves) that Rome was indebted to lum on this day
« for one of the greateft deliverances which it had ever
« received fince its foundation ; and which nothing perhaps
* but his viglance and fagacity could have {o happily ef-
« feQed.” Pol 1 231

* Cicero was chofen conful in the year of Rome 6go.
Cafar and Bibulus 1 the year 694

'y

about
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AU.6gg. sbout the time you took poffeffion:of your go-
Moo yernment in Spain, the commenweajth could
not fo properly be faid to be under the admi-
niftration of confuls, as of infamous barterers
of provinces ™', and the mean vaffals and mi-
nifters of fedition. It was then that difcord
and faction fpread thro’ all ranks amongft us:
and I was marked out as the v.&im of party
rage.. In this critical feafon’ however, not only
every man of worth, but the greater part of
the fenators, and indeed all Iraly in general,
rofe up with remarkable unanimity in my
caufe®. What the event proved, I forbear to

21 The confuls to whom Cicero alludes, are Lucius
Calpurnius Pifo, whofe daughter Cafar had married ; and
Aulus Gabinws, a dependent and favourte of Pompey.
They fucceeded Cefar .and Bibulus in this office in g,
the year when Cicero went intggexile. ¢ Clodws fecured
« them to his meafures by a private contraét to procurc for
« them, by a grant fiom the people, two of the beft go-
« yernments of the empire: Piio was to have Macedona
« with Greece and Theffaly; Gabinius, Cilicia. For
¢« this price they agreed to ferve him in all his defigns,
«¢ particulatly in the oppreflion of Cicero.””  M.ddlet. ife of
Cuc. i 336.

22 “3gjlodius procured a law, importing, that awhoewer
« bad taken the life of a citizn uncondemned and wwithout a
< trial, foould be probibured from fire and awater. Tho’ Ci-
* cero was not named, yet he was marked out by this
¢ law. His crime was, the putting Catilje’s accomplices
¢ to death; which tho’ not deone %)y his fingle autherity,
« but by a general vote of the fenate, and after a folemn
* heanng and debate, was alledged to be illegal, and con-
« trary 10 the hberties of the people. Cicero finding
« himfelf thus reduced to the condition of a <rimnal,
# changed his babit upon it, as was ufual in the cafe of

men-
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mention : as in truth it is to be imputed to a A.U.tpg.
complication of errors and artifices. But this v
I will fay, it was not forces, {fo much as leaders
to conduct them, that were wanting to me at
s crifis. I muft add, that whatever *cenfure
r}may juftly fall on thofe who refufed me their
affiftance ; moft certainly they who firft pro-
mifed it and then defertcd me, are not lefs to
be blamed *. In a word, if fome of my friends
may well be reproached for the timid, tho’ fin-
cere, counfels they gave me; how much more fe-

« 3 public impeachment; and appeared about the fireets
« in a mourming gown to excite thg compaffion of his
<« fellow-citizens : whilft Clodius, at the head of his mob,
¢ contrived to meet and infult him at every turn. But
« Cicero foon gathered friends enough to fecure him
« from fach infolts ; and the whole body of the kmghts,
« together with the young nobility to the number of
« 20,000, headed by Craffus the f{on, all changed their
¢ habit, and perpetually attended him about the city to im-
« plore the protettion and affiftance of the people.” Plus.
an Coc.  Orat. poff red,  Middlet. life of Cic. 1. 340.

23 In this number was Pompey himfelf, who tho’ he had
given Cicero the moft folemn affurances that he would, at
the hazard of his life, prote& him againft Clodias; yet
when afterwards our author follicited the evecution of this
promifz, he treated hum with much rudenefs as well as
great treachery, and ablolutely refufed to concern himfelf
i the affair., A4d drr ii.zo. X.4. It feems altogether
unaccountable that Cicero fhould be fo injudicious as to
touch upon 2 circumftance that deftroys the whole force of
his apology; fo far I mean, as’” he mtended to juftify his
conduét by hus friendthip to Pompey. Feor it exceeds all
power of credulity to imaagine, that he could really be in-
fluenced by a motive of that kind with refpect to a man,
whofe fincerity he had fo lately and {o {everely expen-
enced.

-

-

vese
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AN.699: vere muft their condemnation prove, who art-

Wtv==/ fully alarmed me with their pretended fears?
Let it be noted at the fame time to my ho-
nour, that zealous as my fellow-citizens thewed
themfelves to rife up in the defence of a my;_
who had formerly ftood forth in theirs; yet &
would not fuffer them to be expofed (unfup-
ported as they were by thofe who ought to have
been their protettors) to the barbarous infults
of a lawlefs banditti. On the contrary, I ra-
ther chofe the world fhould judge by the power
of my friends in recalling me from my exile,
what their honeft unanimity could have effetted,
had I permitted them to have drawn their {words
to prevent it.

You were fenfible of this general zeal in my
favour, when you undertook my caufe: and
you not only encouraged, but confirmed it, by
your influence and authority. I fhall always
moft willingly acknowledge, that you were
affifted upon this occafion by feme of the moft
confiderable perfons in Rome*; who, it muft

* Clodius was fo elated with his fuccefs againft Cicero,
that he had no fooner driven him out of Rume, than he
conceived hopes of rendering hisnfelf no lefs formidable to
Cafar and Pompey. Accordingly he entered 1nto an open
oppofition againft them both; which he carried on with
fo much warmth and petulance, that at length they found
it expedient for their purpofes to mostify him by recalling
Cicero.

be
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be owned, exerted themfelves with much greater A.U.69g.
vigour in procuring my return, than in prevent- -
ing my banitfhment. And had they perfilted
q the fame refolute difpofition, they might have
‘n&)vered their own authority at the fame time
..at they obtained my reftoration. The fpirits,
in truth, of the ariftocratical part of the re-
public were at this juncture greatly raifed and
animated, by the inflexible patriotifm of your
condu&t during your confulthip, together with
Pompey’s concurrence in the fame meafures.
Czfar likewifc, when he faw the fenate diftin-
guithing his glorious attions by the moft fingu-
lar and unprecedented honours, joined in adding
weight to the authority of that affembly. Had
thefe happy circumftances therefore been rightly
improved, it would have been impofiible for
any ill-defigning citizen, to have violated the
laws and liberties of the commonwealth. But
let me intreat you to reflett a moment on the
fubfequent condu@ of my political affociates.
In the firft place, they fereened from punith-
ment that infamous intryder on the magron-
myfteries, who thewed no more reverence for the
awful ceremonies of the goddefs in whofe ho-
nour thefe facred folemnities are celebrated, than
for the chaftiry of his three fifters*, And thus

# Clodius (as Plutarch relates the flory) bad an intrigue
Vou. I, N by
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A.U.699. by preventing a worthy tribune of the people
from obtaining that juftice upon Clodius which
he endeavoured to procure, they deprived future
times of a moft falutary example of chaftife”
fedition **. Did not they fuffer Lkewife th.

with Pompeia, Czfar’s wife: but as he could not eafily
gam accefs to hei, he took the opportunity while fhe was
¢elebrating the myfteries of the dona Drca at her own houfe,
to enter difguifed m a woman’s habit.  'While he was wait-
ing in one of the dpartments for Pompeia, he was difco-
vered by a 'maid-fervant of Cefar’s mother: who imme-
diately giving the atarm, he was driven out of this female
aflembly with great indignation. The bora Lee, as the
fame author informs us, was {uppofed to have been a Dryad
with whom the God Faurus had an amour, Tlefe rtes
were held in the higheft veneration, and conduéted with the
moft profound fecrecy. They were celebrated annuclly by
women at the houfe of the conful or prator, and it was not
lawfu) for any malc to be prefent, Seneca tells us, they
cartied this precauuon fo far, that if there happened to
be a pitture of any male arimal in the room ngere tiele
myfltic ceremonies were performing, 1t was thought necels
fary it thould be velled. Plut. 2z Caf.  Sen. ep. g7.

Clodios was fufpefted of having a cruminal commerce
with his three fifters.

% Lentulus immediately upon entering on his confular
office, A. U. 6g6. moved the fenate that Cicero mght be
reftored : in which he was feconded by Pompey with much
zeal, and the whole houfe unanimoufly concurred n the
motion. Serranus, however, a tribune of the people, 19~
terpofing his negative, no deciee could pafs at that time:
neverthelefs 1t wds with one confent refolved, that on the
22d of the fame month, a law fhonld be propofed to the
people for Cicero’s recall. When the appasated day ar-
rived, the friends of Cicero found the Forum in the pof-
{efiion of Clodius, who had planted his mob there over-iight,
in order to prevent the promulgation of this law. A very’
bloody fkirmifh, enfued, 1n whith feveral lives were loft and
many other outrages committed: in confequence of which,
Clodws was impeached by Milo as a difturber of the publie

eace But Metellus, the cqllegue of Lentulus, together
with Appuus the prator, and Serranus the tribune, deter-

monuimnent,
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monument, that glorious monument, which was A.U.6gg..
crected, not indeed with the fpoils I had gained
in foreign wars, but by the generofity of
e fenate for my civil fervices; did they not:
moft thamefully fuffer it to be infcribed with
the name of the cruel and avowed enemy of
his country 2 Obliged, moft certainly, I am to
them for having reftored ne to the common-
wealth: But I could wifh they had condufted:
themfelves, not only like phyficians whofe views
terminate merely in the health of their patients,
but like the Alipte ** alfo, who endeavour to
eftablifh the [pirits and vigour of thofe under
their care, 'Whereas they have acted with re-

mined to {creen Clodius: and accordingly by a moft dan-
gerous exercife of their authority, they publithed their fe-
veral edits commanding all farther proceedings in this
profecution to be difcontinued. It was a very impolitic
power (as a late ingenious writer upon governucnt obw,
ferves) which was lodged 1n the tribunes, of thus preventin
the execution of the laws as well as the pafling of them, ang
which caufed infinite mifchiefs to the republic. Orar. pro
Sext. 24, 35. 41, L’ Efpret des lorx, 1. 223,

7 « After the fuppreflion of Catiline’s confpiracy, the
fenate decreed that a temple fhould be erected to Liberty,
« as a public monument of their late happy deliverance,
« This temple was raifed at the foot of Mount Palatine,
near Cicero’s houfe. And as the inferipuon fixed there-
on, undoubtedly mentioned Cicerp with honour, Clodius
erafed thofe words, and placed his own name in their
¢« ftead.”” Manutius.

2 The Alipte were perfons who prepared the bodies of
the athletic combatants, by unétions and other proper
methods for rendering them vigorous and active in their
gymnaftic exercifes.

[ 1

By

-

<

~

£

a

-

N 2 gard



180 Tez LETTERS Boox I,

A.U.699. gard to me, as Apelles did in relation to his ce-
lebrated picture of Venus*: they have finifhed
one part of their work with great fkill and
accuracy, but left all the reft a2 mere rude and
imperfect fketch.

In one article, however, I had the fatisfa&tion
to difappoint my enemies. They imagined my
banithment would have wrought the fame cffe&t
on me, which they falfely fuppofed a calamity of
a like kind produced formerly in Quintus Metel-
lys. This excellent perfon (whom I lock upon
to have been a man of the greateft fortitude and
magnanimity of any in his times) they repre-

% Apelles, one of the greateft mafters of painting in
antient Greece, was a native of Coos, and flourtthed 1n the
11zth Olymp. or about 332 years before Chrnft.  His prin-
cipal excellency confifed in the immirable grace which
diftingutthed all his performances. Pliny the elder has, by
a vely firong expreflion, informed us of the amazing force
of hus pencil: pinxet (fays that author) gue pengs non poffunt,
torutria, fulgura et fulgetra. He could even convey ideas
which feemied impoflible to be raifed by colours, and ani.
mate his fublime pieces wath all the terrors of thunder and
lightning. His capital performance was a_figure of Ve-
nus, which appears to have been at Rome in the times of
Auguftus. The lower parts of this pittore being damaged,
no pamnter would venture to retouch 1. Something of the
fame kind is mentioned to the honour of Raphael, whofe
paindngs in the Jittle Farnefe at Rome bewng fomewhat
fpoiled, it was with the greateft difficulty that even Carlo
Maratti was prevailed upon to reftore them. Apelles be-
gan a fecond figure of Venus which he intendi.d fhould
excel his firft: but he died hefore he had proceeded any
farther in that defign than the head and fhoulders. Durndz.
xit. 10. FPhn. H. N.xxxv. 10. Keflex, fur la Poef. et far
ig Pent.

fented
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fented a5 broken and difpirited after his return A.U.6g
from exile *°.  Buv if broken he really were, it

3% Q. Cecilius Metellus was in the number of thofe who
}}pofcd the fachon of Caius Marius in confequence of
which he was at length driven into exile. The immediate
occafion, however, of his fentence was this : Saturninus, a
tribune of the people, and creature of Marius, propofed a
law in the year 653, which, among other things enaited,
that « the fenators fhould fwear to ratify whatever the
« people ordained.”” This vath Metellus, with the true
fpinit of antient Rome, refolutely refufed to take: and
when his friends reprefented to him the danderous confe-
quences which would probably attend his perfevering in
that honeft refolution, he nobly replied, 2 15 the charade-
rifiir of a man of wirtue and bonour to all vightly, wbarever
confequences may enfue. Accordingly a decree pafled in an
aflembly of the people, for his banifhment: and when s
friends offered him their affiftance to withftand this pieee of
public injuthce, he generoufly refufed their aid: for, fzid
he, esther public meafures awill be changed, and the people awsll
repent of the myury they bave done mes and then I fpall be ve-
called awith honour : or they awill comtinue m the fame fentz~
ments; and ix that cafe bamyfbment will be a bappnefi. He
ﬁreatly chofe therefore to withdraw himfelf from the de-

ruftive politics of his ceuntry; and retiring to Rhodes,
he calmly fpent his time in philofophical ftudies. His vir-
tues, however, prevailed at laft over the iniquity of his per-
fecutors, and he was reflored to the republic notwithfland-
ing all the oppofition of Marins. Cicero has recorded a
circumftance relatin,% to Metellus, that gives one the higheft
idea of the charatter he enjoyed amongf his country-
men. He was acculed, it feems, by the Marian fa&tjon
of having been guilty of public extortion: but when he
entered upon his defence and produced his accounts, the
judges refufed to mfgeé‘t them; as being well convinced
that Metellus had a foul much too enlarged to be capeble
of any thing {o mean as injuftice. I cannot forbear men-
tioming likewife -a noble expreflion of this great man i a
leteer written during his banithment, as it fhews the {pirt
with which he bore his misfortune, ) (inimici fc.) jus
w0 bowsfiare interdsii s €50 neque aqua neque ign: capeo, et Jum-

N 3 could
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A.U.69g. could not be the effect of his advexfity : as it is
- certain he fubmitted to his fentence without the.
leaft relutance, and lived under it, not only with
indifference, but with chearfulnefs. The truth
is, no man ever equalled him in ths firength and
heroifm of his mind: no, not even the cele-
brated Marcus Scaurus himfelf 3. Neverthe-

ma gloria frumjfecor, < Whilit my eremies, fays be, vainly
¢ hoped to bamith me from the common benefits of fociety,
* which however I fill enjoy, together with the higheft
« glory; they have much more feverely bamihed from
¢« their own breafts all fentiments of juftice and honour.”
One cannot but acknawledge with regret, that neither the
enemics nor the friends of Cicero did him juflice, when
they compared him to Metellus fo1, bendes the great [u-
pertonity of the latter in the prefent mftance, he upon all
occafions acted confiftently with his avowed polrtical prin-
ciples, and preferved an umform and unfullied repuration
to the end of his days. Plur. iz wat. C. Mar. Ep. ad 4u. 1.
16. Orat. pro Balbo in princip. Aul. Gel. xvii. 2. Sal, bel.
Fugurth 47.

5t M. Amilius Scaurus was advanced a fecond time to
the honour of the confular office, in the year of Rome 646,
having enjoyed that diguaty eight years before. He is
mentioned by Cicero among the orators of that age: but
there was more of force and authonty in what he delvered,
than of grace in his manner, or elegance in hus expreffion.
He was accufed 1 lus latter days of having carried on
a traiterous cortefpondence with Mithridates. The fhort
fpeech which he made 1n his defence is extremely remark-
able, and gives one a lively 1mage of that manly contempt
with which a mind confaous of 1ts mtegrity ought ever to
treat the calummnies of an accufer whofe 4zown :har after
affords the beft and moft cxpeditious antidote aganft hus
mahce. The venerable old man ftood torth in the midft of
the affembly, and addrefling lamfelf to the whole audience,
{pake to thys effet: « It1s fomewhat hard, my countrymen,
« that I fhould be obliged t> give an account to the pre-
¢ fent generanon, of what I tranfafted before they were

lefs,
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lefs, fuch as they had heard, or at leaft chofe A.U.6gy.
to imagine Metellus to have been, they ﬁgurc‘d
me to themfelves: or, if poflible indeed, even
yet more abje&. The reverfe, howcver, proved
‘f&be the cafe : and that general concern which
the whole republic exprefled at my abfence, in-
fpired me with more vigorous fpirits than I
had ever before enjoyed. The fa& is, that the
fentence of banithment agawnft Metellus was re-
pealed by a law propofed only by a fingle tri-
bune of the people: whereas I was recalled from
mine upon the motion of the conful himfelf **,
and by a law in which every magiftrate of Rome
concurred. Let me add likewife, that each
order and degree in the commonwealth, headed
by the fenate and fupported by all Italy, zea-

« born. But notwithftanding thegreater part of this Af-
¢ {embly are too young to have been witnefles of the fer-
¢ yices and honours of my former Life, [ will ventare to
¢ reft the whole of my defence upon a fingle queftion,
* Varws, then, aflerts that Scaurus was bribed to betray
¢ his country , Scaurus on the other hand, utterly dentes
e that he ever was tainted with a crime of this nature.
« Now lay your hand, upen your hearts, and tell me, my
« fellow-ciuzens, to which of thefe two men you will give
« credit?”’ The people were fo ftruck with the honeft fim-
pliaty of thus fpeech, that Scaurus was dimificd with ho-
nour, and his infamous accufer hiffed out of the Affembly:
D¢ clgr. Orar. 110, 118, Val. Max. wi. 7. Saluft. bel. Fue
gurth, Orar, pro Frontero. 43, 1. 1 Verr,

3 Lentulus, the perfon to whom this letter is ad«
d.f"ﬂ‘edl

a a =

N 4 loufly
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A.U.699. loufly united in one common effort for reco-
vering me to my country. Yet high.as thefe
unexampled honours were, they have never
elated my heart with pride, or tempted me t0,
affurne an air which could give juft offence evén
to the moft malevolent of my enemies. The
whole of my ambition is, not to be wanting
either in advice or affiftance to my friends; or
even to thofe whom I have no great reafon to
rank in that number. It is this, perhaps, which
has given the real ground of complaint to thofe
who view only the luftre of my actions, but can-
not be fenfible of the pains and folicitude they
coft me, But whatever the true caufe may be,
the pretended one is, my having promoted the
honours of Cafar: a circamftance which they
interpret, it feems, as a renunciation of my old
maxims. The genuine motives however of my
condut in this inftance are, not only what
juft before mentioned, but particularly what I
hinted in the beginning of my letter, and will
now more fully explain.

You will not find then, my friend, the arifto-
cratical part of the republic difpofed to purfue
the fame fyftem, as when you left them. That
fyftem I mean, which I endeavoured to eftablifh
when I was conful, and which, tho’ afterwards

occafionally
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occafionally interrupted, and at length entirely A.U.byg
overthrown, was again fully reftored during )
your adminiftration. It is nuw however totally
abandoned by thofe who ought moft ftrenunufly
‘;5 have fupported it. 1 do not affert this upon
the credit only of appearances, in which it is
exceedingly eafy ro diffemble: I fpeak it upon
the unqueftionable evidence of facts, and the
public proceedings of thofe who were ftiled pa-
triots in my confulate. The general fcheme of
politics therefore being thus changed, it is
time, moft certainly, for every man of prudence
¢in which number I have the ambition to be
Juftly accounted) to vary likewife his particular
plan. Accordingly, that chief and favourite
guide of my principles whom I have already
quoted, the divine Plato himfelf advifes, not to
prefs any political point farther than is confonant
o the general fenfe of the community : for me-
thods of violence, he maintains, are no more to
be ufed towards one’s country, than one’s parent.
Upon this maxim, he tells us, he declined engag-
ing in public affairs: and as he found the people
of Athens confirmed by long habit in their mif-
taken notions of government, he did not think it
lawful to attempt by force, what he defpaired of
effe&ting by perfusfion. My fituation, however,
is in this refpect different from Plawo’s : for on the -
one
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&U.699. one hand, as I have already embarked in public

Smeoyoroned

affairs, it is too late to deliberate whether I fhould
now enter upon them or not: fo on the other,
the Roman people are by no means fo incapable
of judging of their true intereft as he reprefent§
‘the Athenians. It is my happinefs, indeed, to be
able by the fame meafures to cqnfult at once both
my own and my country’s welfare %, To thefe

¥ If Cicero was fincere in what he here afferted, and
really imagined that by fallmg in with the fchemes of Ca-
far and Yompey, he could more efreftually ferve s coun-
try, as well as hunfelf, his policy, as far as we can judge
of it at this diftance, {feems to have been very extraordwnary.
To have {upporied the one in oppofition to the other, might,
perhaps, have been a probable method ¢f defeating the de-
figns of bcth; as thev could neither of them have advanced
to fo fornmdable a height, 1f they had not mutually af fled
in raifing each other ~ But to join in their coalition, wes in
effett to be acceflory in cementing an unon moft evidently
calculated for the rum of the commonwealth. This reafon-
ing is not built merely upon diftant {peculation, but is fup+
ported by the exprefs teftumony of one who was not oniy
an aftor m this unportant fcene, but well underftood the
plot that was carrying on, ¢ You are muftaken {faid Cato
% 1o thofe who were Jamenting the breach that afterwards
# happened between Pompey and Cafar) you are muftaken
“ in charging our calamities on that event: they owe their
« nfe to another caufe, and began, not when Pompey and
¢ Cefar became cnemies, but when they were made friends,”
The difficulty of jufufying Cicero 1n this meafure grows
full fronger, when it 1s remembered that he muft have
been fenfible at this very tume, how much was to be dreaded
from the power of thefe his pretended frnends. For he
affures Atticus in a letter which was written at the break-
ing out of the civil war,"that he forefaw the ftorm that had
been gathcimg to deftroy the Republic, fourteen years be-
fore 1t fell; and calls the umon of thefe ambiticus chiefs,
feelerate confenfioms fides, a wicked confederacy. To which

confiderations
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confiderations I muft add thofe uncommon aéts A.U.6yge
of generofity, which Cafar has exerted both to- —
wards my brother and myfelf: fo much indeed

beyond all example, that even whatever had

been his fuccefs, I thould have thought it in-
cumbent upon me, at leaft to have defended

him. But now, dittinguifhed, as he is, by fuch
a*wonderful feries of prefperity, and crowned

with fo many glorious victories, I cannot but

efteem 1t a duty which I owe the republic, ab-

ftracted from all perfonal obligations to himfelf,

to promote his honours as far as lies in my

power. And believe me, it is at once my cen-

feffion and my glory, that next to you, together

with the other generous authors of my reftora-

tion, there is not a man in the world from whom

I have received fuch amicable offices.

And now, having laid before you the prin-
cipal mouves of my condu¢t in general, I fhall
be the better able to fatisfy you concerning my
behaviour with refpe&t to Craffus and Vatimus
in particular: for as to Appius and Cefar, I
have the pleafure to find that you acquit me of
all reproach,

he adds, that they had upon all occafions preferred the
interelt of their families, and the advancement of their
powet, to the honour and welfare of theiwr country, Plut.
w wat, Pomp,  Ad Aita X, 4.

My
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AX.6gg. My reconciliation then with Varinius * wag

Sl ofefted by the mediation of Pompey, foon
after the former was eleCted Pretor. I muft
confefs, when he petitioned to be admitted
candidate for that office, ] very warmly oppofed
him in the ** fenate: but it was much lefs from

%% Some obfervations have already been made ul;_ﬁ:.
Cicero's condué with regard to Vatinius; fee remark
th on this letter.

¥ The paffage in the origihal, it is acknowledged, does
not abfolutely imply the fenfe which is given to it in the
tranflation. It runc thus: cum qudem égo erus’ petstronem
grawifimis in fematu femtentzs oppugnaffon.  But it is not eafy
o conceive in what manner the competition between Cato
and Vatinius in relation to the office of Pretor, could come
before the Senate, unlefs the authority of that affembly
were fome way neceffary in nominating or recommending
the candidates to the people. This interpretation feems
to be favoured by a paffage in one of Pliny’s letters. Meo
Suffragso ([ays he, {peaking of a friend for whom, not bein
legally qaalified to fue for the Tribunate, he had obtame§
a difpen{ation from the Emperor for that purpofe) Meo faf-
Jragie pervemt ad jus Tribunatum prtends, quem mfi obuiret
in fenatu, weror ne decepryffe Cafarem andear. 1. 9. That
the Senate originally claimed this ﬁremganve with refpett
to the eleftion of ‘Kings, is indifputable,  Patres decrewerunt
{as Livy informs ws) wr cum populus regem julfiffet, 1d fic
ratum ft, f patres aullores fierents 1. 17. [t 1s equally
¢lear hiewife that the Senate exercifed a privilege of the
£ime kind after the republican government was eftablithed :
for Cicero taking notice in one of his orations of an unfuc-
cefsful attempt that had been formerly made by that auguit
Aflembly in order to extend their power, adds; rum enm
magifiratum non gmﬁat is qur ceperat, ff paire: aullores non
erant fads. Qrat. pro Planc. 3. But the difficuley is, this
fpeech was dehvered in the very fame year in which the
r-efent lerter was written; fo that the paflage quoted from

feems to imply that no fich right fubfifted =t the time
gmder confideration: and indeed Dr. Chapman produces
it in confizmation of this notion, (Effay on R. 8. p: 317.)

1 my



my refentment to the man himfelf, than ip order A-U.6an
to fupport the honour and intereft of Cato®, ™™™
Soon after this, he was impeached: and it wes
in compliance with the earneflt folicitation of
Cefar, that I undertook his defence. But you
muft not inquire why I appeared at this trial,
or indeed at any other of the fame kind, as
a witnefs in favour of the accufed: left. |
fhould hereafter bave an opportunity of retort-
ing the queftion upon you. The’ to fay tryth,
I 'may fairly afk it even now: for do you not
remembet, my friend, in whofe behalf it was
that you formerly tranfmitted certain honourablg

The difficulty however, may, perhaps, be folved by fi
pofml% that Cicero’s meamng 1s to be taken reftrictively,
and that the prerogatve of the Senate in the nomination of
candidates for the feveral magiftracies, or at leaft in con-
firming their eleftion, was abolifhed only with refpeét to the
elecuon of Adiles, which it 1s certain he had priucipally in
view ; but remained, neverthelefs, in its ufual force as to all
others. Conjeftures are allowable in points of fo much
ebfcurity, and i which neither critics nor commentators
afford any light: but what folidity there may be m that
which runs tﬁrough the prefent remark, is fubmitted to the
judgment of more fuccelsful inéluirers.

3 Cato, the year before the date of this letter, had foli-
cited the Pratorfhip, in order to arm lumfelf with the au-
thority of that important office” againft the dangerous de-
figns of Craffas and Pompey; who were at that time Con-
fuls. But they were too well aware of the honeft purpofes
of this inflexible Patriot, not to obftraét his ele®tion: and
accordingly they carned it againft um in favour of the
pliant and worthlefs Vatinius, whofe pretenfions they fup-
ported by every infamous method of artifice, corruptica,
and violence, Plut, sm wit, Caton.

teftimonials
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AU.699. teftimanials even froth the utmoft limits of the

=" Roman empire? You need not fcruple, how-
ever, to acknowledge the fact: for'T have atted,
and fhall continue to a&, the fame part towards
thofe very perfons. But to return to Vatinius
befides the reafons I have already affigned, I
was provoked to engage in his defence, by an
oppofition of the fame fort which the parafite
recommends to the amorous folcier in the play *.
The obfequious Gnatho, you know, advifes his
friend the captain whenever his muftrefs endea-
vours to pique his jealoufy by mentioning his
rival Phadria, to play off Pamphila vpon her
in return. ‘Thus, as I told the judges at this
trial, fince certain honourable perfons who were
formerly much in my intereft, had thought
proper by many little mortifying inftances in
the {cnate, to carefs my avowed enemy before
my face; I thought it but equitable to have
a Clodius on my part, in oppofition to the
Clodius on their’s.  Accordingly I have upon
many occafions acted fuitably to this declara-
tion: and all the world acknowledges I have
reafon ¥,

3¢ The Eunuch of Terence.

37 The condu& of Cicero with regard to Vatinins ap-
pears by no means parallel with that of the anitocraucal
party towards Clodius. The latter was now at variance
with Cefar and Pompey: and it was undoubtedly a juft
and rational policy to take advantage of that diffention,,

9 Having
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Having thus explained my condu& with re- AU.693
gard to Vatinius, I will now lay before you e
thofe motives which determined me in refpe&
to Craffus®*. I was willing, for the fake of
the -common caufe, to bury in oblivion the
many and great injuries I had formerly receiv~
ed from him. Agreeably to this difpofition,
as we were then upon good terms, I fhould
have borne his unexpected defence of Gabi-
nius ¥, (whom he had very lately with fo much

and endeavour by an artful management to gain him over
to the caufe of liberty. But Cicero’s engaging in the fup-
port of Vatinius, cannot be jufhified by any political reafons
of this natare  and to fpeak f1uth, 1t feems to be altogether
without excnfe. For Vatnus was afua'ly i lcague with
the enemies of his country  To efpoufe his caufe therefore
was to ftrengthen their faction, and facrifice public mtereft
to private pique.

38 See the remarks on the 7th letter of this B, particu-
larly rem. 6 and g. p. 128. )

39 Aulus Gabinus was Conful tire fame year in which
Cicero was fo outrageoufly perfecuted by Clodius; with
whorr (as has been obferved 1n the notes above) Gabinus
moft mealoully concuricd. To give his charater as Cicero
himfeif ha« diawn 1t n feveral ot his orations, he was effe-
minate m his wmen, dufolute 1 h.s principles, and a pro-
feffed liberure 10 every kind,  Aficr the expirauon of his
Confulate 1n 66 he went governor into Syria; from whence
he was recalicd the following year by a decree of the Se-
nate. Cicero {poke very warmly 1n favour of the decregs
and 1t 1s probable that the dilpute here mentioned between
Lim and Craflus, heppened in the debates which arofe upon
this occation. Not many months atter the date of this
letter, Gabinius was 'mpeached for male-pradices durn
the admumftiaton of lus proconfular goverrment ang
Cicero was now {o enurely at the ddpofal of Cafar and
Pompey, that, m compliance with thar requcft, he meanly
pndertock his defence. But 1t was not witheut great firug-

warmth
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AXL.6g9. warmth oppoied) if he had avoided all perfonal
W peflections on myfelf. But when, with the moft
unprovoked violence, he broke in upon me
whilft T was in the midf of my fpeech; I muft
canfefs it raifed my indignation: and perhaps I
took fire fo much the {ocner, as poflibly there
{till remained in my heart fome Jatent fparks of
my former refentment. However, my behavi-
our in the fenate upon this occafion, was much
and generally applauded. Among the reft, I
was complimented likewife by the fame men
whom I have often hinted at in this lettr; and
who acknowledged 1 had rendered a very eflen-
tial fervice to their caufe, by that {pirit which
I had thus exerted. In fhort, they affected ta
fpeak of me in public, as being now indeed re-
ftored to the commonwealth in the beft and
gles with himfelf that he fubmitted to an office {fo unworthy
of his principles and his charaler. However he endea-
voured to reprefent it to the wo.ld as an a& of pure gene-
rofity : and indeed the fentiment with which he defended
hum{elf from the cenfure that paffed upon him on thss occa-
fion, is truly noble: Neque me wero paustet mortales immi-
citras, fempiternas amicsiras babere.  But Gabinius was by
no means enutled to the benefit of this generous maxim{
nor was it true (as will inconteftably appear by a paffage I
fhall prefently have occafion to produce) that Cicero was
gaverned by it in the cafe under confideration. Cicero’s
condu& indeed upon this occafion is {o utterly indefenfible,
that his very ingenious and learned advocate Dr. Middle-
ton himfelf is ohliged to confefs, that it was * contrary to
# his judgment, his refolution, and his dignity.”” Orar. pra

Sext. 18 Pifo de Prov. confular. pro Rabir. Plut,in wit. Caton,
Utscen.  Lift of Cucer. 11, 121, 8vo, Edur. Sce remark 44,

below.
moft
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moft glorious fenfe. Neverthelefs, they had the A.U.699.
malice in their private converfations (as I was v
informed by perfons of undoubted honour) to
exprefs fingular fatisfaction in the new variance
that had thus happened between Craffus and my-
felf: as they pleafed themfelves with imagining
it would for ever throw me at a diftance from
thofe who were joined with him in the fame in-
tereft . Pompey in the mean time employed
incredible pains to clofe this breach: and Cefar
alfo mentioned it in his letters, as an agerdemy
that gave him much concern. Upon thefe con-
fiderations therefore I thought it expedient to
act agreeably both to the dictates of my natural
temper, and to that experience which I had
gained by my former misfortunes. In purfuance
of thefe fentiments, I confented to a reconcile-
ment: and in order to render it more con-
{picuous to the world, Craffus fet out for his
government # almoft from under my roof: for

4° Cexfar and Pompey. The former (who was undoubt-
edly as much fuperior to the reft of his contemporaries in
genius as in fortune) finding it neceffary for s purpofes
that Craffus and Pompey fhould a&t in concert, procured a
reconcihation between them: and by this means, fays Plu-
tarch, formed that invincille Triumvirate, which ruined the
authority both of the Senate and the people; and of which
he alone received the advantage. Plut, = Craf.

4* The province of Syra was allotted to Craflus, for
which he l?;t out a month or two before the expiration of
his confulate in the year 698, and from whence he never

Vour. 1, Q having
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AU.699. having invited himfelf to fpend the preceding

- night with me, we fupped together in the gardens
of my fon-in-law Craffipes . It was for thefe
reafons that I thought my honour obliged me to
defend his caufe in the fenate #: and I confefs
I mentioned him with that high applaufe, of
which, it feems, you have been informed.

Thus I have given you a full detail of the
feveral views and motives by which I am go-
verned in the prefent conjuncture, as well as of
the particular difpofition in which I ftand with
refpet to the flender part I can pretend to claim
in the adminiftration of public affairs, And,
believe me, I fhould have judged and afted
entirely in the fame manner, had I been totally
free from every fort of amicable biafs. For, on
the one hand, I thould have efteemed it the moft
abfurd folly to have attempted to oppofe fo fu-
perior a force; and on the other, {uppofing it
pofiible, I fhould yet have deemed it imprudent to
weaken the authority of perfons fo eminently and
fo juftly diftinguifhed 1n the commonwealth *+.

returned : as has already been obferved in the notes on the
o1h letter of this book. See p. 128.

42 Thefe gardens were fituated a fmall diftance from
Rome on the banks of the Tiber. .44 A1, iv. iz. 44
Q. F. i, 7,

4% Seerem 7. p. 128, of this vol.

4+ It will appear very evident, perhaps, from the fore-
going obfervations, that what Cicero here aferts, could

Befides,
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Befides, it appears to me to be the difates A.U.69
of found policy; to at in accommodation to ——
particular conjunétures, and not inflexibly pur-
fue the fame unalterable fcheme, when public
circumftances together with the fentiments of
the beft and wifeff members of the commu-
nity, are evidently changed. In conformity to
this notion, the moft judicious reafoners on the
great art of government, have univerfally con-
demned 4n obftinate perfeverance in one uni-
form tenor of meafures. The fkill of the pilot
is thewn in weathering the ftorm at leaft; tho’

not poflibly be his real fentiments. That it was not prac-
ticable to bring down Czfar and Pompey from that height
of power to which they were now arnved, will not, pro-
bably, be difputed . tho’ at the fame ume it is very dificult
to fet limits to what prudence and perfeverance may effect.
"This at leaft feems undemiable, that if their power were
abfolutely immoveable, Cicero’s condué was in the num-
ber of thofe caufes which contnibuted to tender it fo.
However, one cannot but be aftonifhed to find our author
ferioufly maintaming, that granting 1t had not been im-
pofiible, it would yet have been impoltic, to have checked
thefe towering chiefs in their ambitious flight. For 1t is
plain from a paflage already cited out of his letters to
Atticus (fee above, remark 33.) that he long forefaw theut
immoderate growth of power would at laft overturn the
hberties of the commonwealth, It had already indeed de-
firoyed his own: and this too by the confeffion of himfelf,
For in a letter which he writes to his brother, taking notice
of the firong applications that Pompey had made to him to
defend Gabinius, he declares he never will comply with
that unworthy requeft, fo long as he retained the leatt
fpark of Lberty. But comply however he aftually did:
¢qually, in truth, to his own difgrace, and to the confu-
tation of the do&rine he here advances. 47 Q. F. ii. 1.
See remark 39. above.

O a2 he
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AU.699. he fhould not gain his port : but if thifting his
fails, and changing his direftion will infallibly
carry him with fecurity mnto the intended har-
bour; would it not be an inftance of moft un-
reafonable tenacioufnefs to continue in the more
hazardous courfe wherein he began his voyage ¢
Thus (and it 1s a maxim I have often had oc-
cafion to inculcate) the point we ought all of
us to keep in view in our adminiftration of the
commonwealth, is the final enjoyment of an
honourable repofe: but the method of fecuring
to ourfelves this dignity of retreat, is by hav-
ing been invaiiable in our intentions for the
public welfare, and not by a pofitive perfeve-
rance in certain favourite modes of obtaining
it ¥, To repeat therefore what I juft now de-
clared ; had I been abfolutely uninfluenced by
every motive of fiiendfhip, I fhould fiil have
purfued the fame public meafures in which I am

# The reafoning which Cicero here employs is cer-
tunly jull, confidered abftradtedls : bur by no means ap-
plicable to the prefent cafe. The quethon between the
anftocratical party, and thofe who were favourers of Cafar
and Pompey, was, not what road fl ould be taken to the
fame end, but whether Rome fhould be free or enflaved.
Let who would then have changed their feutiments in thus
point, 1t became not the father of bus countyy to encreafe the
number. But as Cicero acquired that moft honourable of
all appellations, by Caulme, he loft it agamn by Clodius ;
or to exprefs the fame thing in his own words; non recordor

(as he confefles to Atticus) unde ceciderim, fed unde fursex-
erm. Ad du. v, 16,

§ now
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now engaged. But when gratitude and refent- A.U.sgq.
ment both confpire in recommending this fcheme “—v—
of aftion to me, I cannot hefitate a moment
in adopring it; efpecially fince it appears moft
conducive to the interefts of the republic in ge-
neral, as well as to my own in particular. To
{peak frecly, I act upon this principle fo much
the more {requently and with the lefs referve,
not only as my brother is Lieutenant under Ca-
far, but as the latter receives the flighteft afion
or even woird of mine in his favour, with an air
that evidently thews he confiders them as obli-
gations of the moft fenfible kind. And in fa&,
I derive the fame benefit from that popularity
and power which you know he poflefits, as
if they were fo many advantages of my own.
The fum of the whole in fhort is this: I ima-
gined that I had no other method of counter-
atting thofe perfidious defigns with which a cer-
tain party were fecretly contriving to undermine
me, than by thus uniting the friendfhip and pro-
tetion of the men in power, with thofe internal
aids which have never yet been wanting to my
fupport %

8 There is no charalter in all antiquity, perhaps, that
lies fo open to difcovery as that of Cicero; and yet there
is none at the fame ume which feems to ve lefs generally
underftood. Had thzre been no other of his wnitings ex-
1ant, however, but this fingle letter; the patriot charatter,

0 3. 1am
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I am well perfuaded, had you been in Rome,
you would have concurred with me in thefe fen-
timents. I know indeed the candour and mo-
deration of your temper; and I know too that
your heart not only glows with friendihip to-
wards me, but is wholly untainted with male-
volence towards others : in a word, I know that
as you poflefs every fublime and generous af-
fection, you are incapable of any thing fo mean
as artifice and difguife.  Neverthelefs, even
this elevated difpofition has not fecured you
from the fame wunprovoked malice, which I
have experienced in my own affairs. I doubt
not therefore 1if you had been an actor in this
fcene, the fame motives weuld have fwayed
your condult, which have governed mire. But

one fhould have imagined, would have been the faft tlat
the world would ever have afcribed to our anthor. It
obfervable (and it 15 an obfervation for which I am obliged
to a gentleman who anndft far more 1mpoitant occupations
did not refufe to be the cenfurer of thefe papers) that « the
s« principles by wlich Cicero attempts to juftify himfelf m
* this epiftle, are fuch as will equally deferd the moft
«¢ abandoned profitution and defertion m pohtical condunét.
¢« Perfonal giatitude and refentment ; an eye to private and
«¢ particular intereft, mied with a pretended regard to
“ public good; an attention to a biother’s advangement
« and farther favour; a fenfibility in bemg carefled by a
« ﬁreat man in power; a calculation of the advantages
¢ derived from the populanity and credit of that great man

to one’s own perfonal felf, are very weak foundations
indeed, to fupport the fuperftrufture of a true patriot’s
€ charalter. Yet thefe are the principles which Cicero
¢ heie exprelsly avows and defends 1

[ {1

-howevcr
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however that may be, I fhall moft certainly A.U.6gg.
fubmit all my altions to your guidance and
advice, whenever I fhall again enjoy your com-
pany: and I am fure you will not be lefs atten-
tive to the prefervation of my honour, than you
formerly were to that of my perfon. Of this at
leaft you may be perfuaded, that you will find
me a faithful friend and affociate in all your
counfels and meafures: as it will be the firft and
dailly purpofe of my life, to fupply you with
additional and more powerful reafons for re-
joicing in thofe obligations you have conferred
upon me.

As you defire me to fend you thofe compofi-
tions which I have written fince you left Rome,
I fhall deliver fome orations into the hands of
Menocrates for that purpofe. However, not
to alarm you, their numbe:r is but inconfider-
able: for I withdraw as much as poffible from
the contention of the bar, in order to join thofe
more gentle mufes, which were always my de-
light, and %re particularly fo at this jun&ure.
Accordingly I have drawn up three dialogues
upon oratory, wherein I have endeavoured to
imitate the manner of Ariftotle. I truft- they
wil) not prove altogether ufelefs to your fon, as
I have rejected the modern precepts of rhetoric,
and adopted the antient Ariftotelian and Ifo-

04 cratic
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AU699 cratic rules. To this catalogue of my writings
I muft alfo add an- hiftorical poem which 1
have lately compofed in three cantos, upon the
fubject of my banithment *°; and as a lafting
memorial likewife of your friendfhip and my
gratitude. This I fhould long fince have tranf-
mitted to you, had it been my immediate in-
tention to make it public. But I am difcouraged
from this defign at prefent, not indeed as fear-
ing the refentment of thofe who may imagine
themfelves the objelts of my fatire, (for in this
refpe&t I have been extremely tender) but as
finding it impoffible to make particular men-
tion of every one from whom I received obli-
gations at that feafon. However, when [ jhall
meet with a proper opportunity, I will fend it
to you; fubmitting my writings as well as my
altions entirely to your judgment. I know
indeed thefe literary meditations have ever been
the favourite employment of your thoughts no
lefs than of mine *7.

5 This poem Cicero delivered fealed up to his fon ; en-
joining him at the fame ume not to publith or read it, tll
after his death, Manur.

47 To turn from the ations of Cicero to his writings, is
changing our pomt of view, it muft be acknowledged,
extremely to his advantage. It is on tlns fide mndeed, that
his charaéter can never be toa warmly admured : and ad-
mired 1t will undoubtedly be, fo long as manly eloquence
and genume philofophy have any friends. Perhaps there 1s

Your
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Your family concerns which you recommend AU, 6gg.
to me, are fo much a part of my own, that I ~v—*
am forry you fhould think it neceffary even to
remind me of them. I could not therefore read
your folicitations for that purpofe, without fome
uneafinefs.

I find you were prevented by an indifpofi-
tion from going the lafl fummer into Cilicia;
which was the occafion, it feems, of your not
fetthng my brother’s affairs in that province.
However you give me affurance that you will
now take all poffible methods of adjufting them.
You canmot indeed oblige him more: and he
will think himfelf as much indebted to you for
procuring him this additional farm, as if you
had {ettled him in the poffeffion of his patri-
mony. in the mean time, I intreat you to inform
me frequently and freely of all your affuirs, and
particularly give me an account of the ftudics
and exercifes in which your fon is engaged.
For be well petfuaded, never friend was more
agreeable or more endeared to another, than
fomething in that natural mechanifm of the human frame
neceflary to conftitute a fine gemus, which 1s not altogether
favourable to the cxcellencies of the heart. It1s certain at
leaft (and lct 1t abate our envy of uncommon parts) that
great fuperionty of 1ntelleftual quai.ficatons, has not often

been found in conjunction wilh the much nobier adyantages
of a mora} kind,

you
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AU.69g. you are to me: and of this truth T hope to

v~ render not only you, but all the world, and even
pofterity itfelf, thoroughly fenfible.

Appius # has lately declared fn the fenate

(what he had before indeed oiten intimated in

converfation) that if he could get his procon-

fular commiffion confirmed in an aflembly of the

Curiz %, he would caft lots with his collegue

for the particular province to which they thould

refpettively fucceed: if not, that by an ami-

cable agreement between themfclves he had re-

folved upon yours *, He added, that in the

cafe of a conful it was not abfolutely neceflary,

tho” perhaps it might be expedient, to procure

a law of this kind: and as a government had

been appointed him by a decree of the fenate,

he was intitled, he faid, in confequence of the

9 Appius Clandins Pulcher, one of the prefent corfuls.
See remark 3. p. 225. of this vol.

so Romulus divided the city mto a certain number of
diftniéts called Cunz, whicli fomewhat refembled our Pa-
rifhes.  When the people were fummoned together to tranf-
att any bufinefs agreeably to this divifion, 1t was called ar
affemblv of the Cuniz: where the moft votes in crery Cuna
was confidered as the voice of the whole difiri&@, and the
moft Cunie as the general confent of the people. Ken,
R, 4.

** The fepate annually nominated the two provinces to
which the confuls fhould fucceed at the expiration of their
office; but 1t was lefi to the confuls themfelves to deter-
mine, either by cafting lo s, or by private agreement, which
of the parucalar provinees fo athgned, they fhould refpect-
wely admutter  Maras, de leg. < %,

Cornelian
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Cornelian law, to a military command, till the A.U 6gp.
time of his entrance into Rome*®*. I know not “=—
what accounts you may have received of this
matter from your other friends: but I find the
fentiments of the world are much divided.
Some are of opinion, that you are not obliged
to refign your government, if your fucceffor
fhould not be authorized by an affembly of the
Curie: whillt others maintain, that notwith-
ftanding you fhould think proper to leave the
province, you may neverthelefs depute a perfon
to prefide in your abfence. As to myfelf, I
am not altogether fo clear with refpeét to the
law in queftion: tho’ I muft own at the fame

32 Tho’ the nomindtion of the proconfular provinces was
a pruvilege referved to the fenate, yet 1t was the preroga-
tive of (hic people to confer on the proconfuls the power of
executing the military funéhions, and hkewife, 1t fhould
feem, to grant the neceffary appomntments for conveying
them to dheir refpetive governments By a law however
which was made by Cornelins Sylla during s Diétator-
fhip, in the year 672, 1t was enated, that whatever ma-
giftrate at the expiration of Jus office fhould obtain a pro-
vince by a decree of the fenate, he fhould be wnvefted with
the full power of a proconful, netwithftanding his com-
mifiion were not confirmed by an affembly of the Curiz.
But Sylla’s diGtatorflup bemg confidered as an ufurpation,
it is probable from the pa.ﬂ%ge before us, that this law
was not generally efteemed valid. Appius neverthelefs en-
deavoured to avail himfelf of it, from an apprehenfion that
he might meet with fome obftrution in the ufual method
of applying for a raufication of his powers: and indeed
it may be collefted from a letter to Articus, that he at
laft fet forward to his government without the fanction of
the people.  Manuts de ieg.  Grawv. praf. in antsg. 1. Ad
Ait. w. 16,

tlmC*
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A.U.6gg. time, that my doubts are by no means confider-

b=w— able. Of this however I am perfe@ly fure, that
it is agreeable to your honour, and to that gene-
rofity of conduét in which 1 know you place
your highelt graufication, quietly to yield up
your province to your fucceffor; efpecially as
you cannot in this inftance oppofe his ambitious
views, without incurring the fufpicion of being
influenced by the fame motives yourfelf. But
be that as it will, I thought it incumbent upon
me to inform you of my fentiments : as I fhall
certainly defend yours, whichever way they may
determine you to act.

After I had finifhed my letter, I received your
laft concerning the farmers of the Revznues %,
Your decifion appears to me, I mufl own, per-
fectly equitable; yet at the fame time, I cannot
but with you might be fo happy as not to
difguft a body of men, whofe intereft you have
hitherto always favoured. However, you may
be affured I fhall fupport the decrees you have
made upon this occafion : tho’ you well know

53 The fociety of farmers of the public revenues among
the Romans was a body of men i» high repute, as being
compofed of the principal perfons of the equeftrian order:
Flos equitum Romanorum, {ays Cicero, ornamentum civitatss,
Jirmamentum reip Publicanorum ordine contimetur.  Pro Planc.
Difputes frequently arofe between thefe and the tributary
provinces and 1t 1s to feme difference of this kind, wherem
Lentulus had given judgment agamnft them, that Cicero
fcems to allude,

thg
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the temper and difpofition of thefe people, and
what formidable cnemies they proved to the
excellent Quintus Scaevola*. 1 would recom-
mend it to you therefore, if poffible, to recover
their good graces, or at leaft to foften them.
The tafk, I confefs, is difficult: but prudence,
I think, requires you fhould ufe your beft en-
deavours for that purpofe. Farewel.

s4¢ There were two very eminent perfons of this name in
Cicero’s time. The firff, the moft celebrated lawyer and
politician of his age, 15 difingwithed by the title of Augur.
The other, who was high Prieft, was {lain at the entrance
of the temple of Vefa, as he was endeavouring to make
his efcape from that general maflacre of the Senators which
was perpetrated by the orders of the young Manu.. To
which of thefe Tully ailudes, 1s uncertan. Manutins fup-
pofes to the former. but without affigning his reafons. [t
feems not unlikely however to be the latter: as there is
a paflage 1n Valerius Maximus, by which we find that he
exerafed s Afianc Gevernment with fo much honour and
integrity, that the Senate mn their fubfequent decrees tor
nominating the Proconfuls to that province, always recom-
mended him as an example worthy of then imitauon It
appears by a fragment of Diodorus Siculus, that he endea.
voured during his adminiftration 1n Afia to reform the great
abufes which were committed by the Farmers of the reve-
nues 1n his province, and imprifoned many of them for
their cruel oppreflions of the people. This drew upon him
thetr indignation : but 1n what particular mftance he was a

fufferer by 1t, haftory does not mention. Liw, epur. 86, Fal,
Max. it 135,

LET-
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LETTER XVIIIL

To Lucius CuLLeoLus, Proconful®,

T was with the warmeft expreffions of grati-

tude that my friend Lucceius * acquainted
me, you had generoufly affured his agents of
your affiftance : as indeed I know not a man in
the world who has a heart more fenfible of obli-
gations, But if your promifes only were thus
acceptable to him; how much more will he
think himfelf indebted to you when you fhall
have performed (as I am well perfuaded you
will moft faithfully perform) thefe your oblig-
ing engagements ?

The people of Bullis * have intimated a dif-
pofition to refer the demands in queftion be-
tween Lucceius and themfelves, to Pompey’s
arbitration: but as the concurrence of your
influence and authority will be I}ccciTary, I
very ftrongly intreat you to exert ® for this
purpofe,

* The perfon to whom this letter is addreffed, and the

Province of which be was Proconful, are equally un-
known.

* An account of Lucceius has already been given in
rem. I. p. 75. of this vol.

3 Geographers are not agreed as to the fituation of this
eity, fome placing 1t in Illyra, others in Macedonia,
e
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It affords me great fatisfaltion to find that AU.6g5.
your letter to Laucceius, together with your v
promifes to his agents, have convinced them,
that no man has more credit with you than
myfelf: and I earneftly conjure you to confirm
them in thefe fentiments, by every real and fub-
ftantial fervice in your power, Farewel.

LETTER XiX.

To the Same,

" OU could never have difpofed of your
favours where they would be more grate-

fully remembered, than on my friend Lucceius,
But the obligation is not confined to him only ;
Pompey likewife takes a fhare in it: and when-
ever I fee hitn (as eis often shmest do foe-him)
he never fails to exprefs in very ftrong terms
how much he thinks himfelf indebted to you.
To which I will add (what I know will give
you great fatisfation) that it afforded me alfo
a very fenfible pleafure. As you cannot now
difcontinue thefe obliging offices, without for-
feiting your charatter of conftancy; I doubt
not of your perfevering in the fame friendly
fervices for your own fake, which you at firft
engaged in for ours. I cannot furbear never-
thelefs moft earneflly intreating you to proceed
in
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in what you have thus generoufly begun, till
you fhall have perfeétly completed the pur-
pofes for which we requefted your afliftance.
You will by thefe means greatly oblige not
only Lucceius, but Pompey: and never, I will
venture to affure you, can you lay out your
fervices to more advantage. I have nothing
farther to add ; having given ycu my full fenti-
ments of public affairs in a letter which I wrote
to you a few days ago, by one of your domef-
tics, Farewel.

LETTER XX

To Currvs, Proconful®

Have long been jntimately connefted with

Quintus Pompeius, by a variety of repeated
good offices. As he has upon many former
occafions fupported his interefts, his credit and
his authority in your province, by my influ-
ence; fo, now the adminiftration is i your
hands, he ought undoubtedly to find by the
effects of this letter, that none of your prede-
ceffors have ever paid a greater regard to my
recommendations. The ftri¢t union indeed that
fubfifts between you and myfelf, gives me a

* The perfon to whom this letter is addrefied, and the
time when 1t was written, are unknown.

right
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right to expeft, that you will look upon évery A.U.699.
friend of mine as your own. But I moft earneftly

intreat you to receive Pompeius in fo particular

a manner into your protection and favour, as to
convince him that nothing could have proved

more to his advantage and his honour, than my
application to yqu in his behalf. Farewel,

LETTER XXL
To BasiLius®

I Congratulate both you and myfelf on the pre-
fent joyful occafion. All your affairs here are
much my concern: as your perfon is infinitely
dear to me.—Love me in return: and let me
know what you are doing, and what is going
forward in your part of the world. Farewel.

b If Bafilins be the true name of the perfon to whom this
Jetter is inferibed, (and indeed all the editions agree in call-
ing him fo) no account can be given concerning lum. But
if we may be allowed to fuppoie the genuine reading to be
Bacdus; he was pretor in the year 708. and Cafar not
having given him a province, as was ufual, at the expiration
of Ius office, he was fc mortified with the affront that he put
an end to his bfe. Dvo, xhil. p. 237,

Vou. 1. P LET-
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LETTER XXII

To Quintus PuiLippus, Proconful .

Congratulate your fafe return from your

province in the fulnefs of your fame, and
amidft the general tranquillity of the republic.
If I were in Rome, I fhould have waited upon
you for this purpofe in perfon, and in order
likewife to make my acknowledgments to you
for your favours to my friends Egnatius and
Oppius.

I am extremely forry to hear, that you have
taken great offence againft my friend and hoft
Antipater. 1 cannot pretend to judge oi the
merits of the cafe: but I know your character
too well not to be perfuaded, that you are inca-
pable of indulging an unreafonable refentment,
T conjure you however, by our long friendfhip,
to pardon for my fake his fons, who lie entirely
at your mercy. If I imagined you could not
grant this favour confiftently with your honour,
I fhould be far from making the requelt: as my
regard for your reputation is much fuperior to
all confiderations of friendfhip which I owe to

b See rem.? p. 127. of this vol,
this
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this family. But if I am not roiftaken, (and A.U6gg.
indeed I very poflibly may) your clemency to-
wards them will rather add to your charaer,
than derogate from it. If it be not ton much
trouble therefore, I fhould be glad you would
let me know how far a complance with my
requeft, is in your power: for that it is in your
inclination I have not the leaft reafon to doubt,

Farewel.

Pa LETa-
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LETTER XXIIIL

To Lucius Varerivs 4, the Lawyer.

OR ¢ why thould I not gratify your vanity

with that honourable appellation? Since,

as the times go, my friend, confidence will rea-
dily pafs upon the world for fkill.

I have executed the commiflion you fent me,
and made your acknowledgments to Lentulus.
But 1 wifh you would render my offices of this
kind unneceffary, by putting an end to your
tedious abfence. Is it not more worthy of your
mighty ambition to be blended with your leaincd
brethren at Rome, than to ftand the fole great

4 Valerius is only known by this letter and another,
wherein Cicero recommends him to Appius as a perfon
who hved in his family, and for whom he entertained a very
fingular affefhion. By the air of this epiftle he feems to
have been one of that fort of lawyers who may more pro-
perly be faid to be of the profeflion than the {cience. But
as the vein of humour which runs through this letter, pari-
ly confifts in playing upon words, it is not very eafy, per-
haps 1t is impoflible, to be preferved in a tranflation : and
as it alludes to circumftances which are now altogether
?qk.nown, it mut neceffardy lofe mach of its original

irit.
¥ The abrupt beginning of this letter has induced fome
of the Commentators to {ufpe@, that 1tis not entire. But
Manutius has very juftly obferved, that it evidently refers
to the mfeription: and he produces aninfiance of the fame

wonder
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wonder of wifdom amidft a parcel of paltry A.U.6go.
Provincials °? But 1 long to rally you in per- —
fon: for which merry purpofe, 1 defire you
would haften hither as expeditioufly as pofiible.
I would by no means, however, advife you to
take Apulia in the way, left fome difaftrous
adventure, in thofe unlucky regions, thould pre-
vent our welcoming your fafe arrival.  And in
truth, to what purpofe fhould you vifit this

kind from one of the epiftles to Atticus, 7id. ad A1t iil,
2.
6 After this paflage in the original, Cicero goes on in
the following firain : Quanguam qur iffinc vemunt, partim
te ﬁ:prréum gffe awcunt, quod nihil refpondeas, partim cone
tumeligfum, quod male rcdpondeas. The tranflator however
has ventured to omut this witticdm, upon the advice of

Horace :
Quas

Defperat tentata nitefiere pofis, relinquut.

1tis a pun indeed which has already occurred in ore of the
preceding letters to Trebatis, where our Author plays m
the fame ranner upon the equiiocal fenfe of the verb re-
Spondere,  See p. 156, of tlas vol. Vowture has managed
an allufion of this kind much more {uccclsfully. 81 vous
pritendex (lays that agrecable writer to hes friend the pleu-
potentiary at Munfler) que la digmié de plentpotentian ¢ ous
difgenfe de rejponds e, Paprman avoit & fa charge toutes les afs
fatru de l ’cmpn t Romam, 173 JE vous 7!1071/1' erat en cent lienx duns
de gros lrures, Papimianus refpondit, et reipondit Papimianus.
Les plus fapes et les plus prudens etorent cenx gus avorent act
couflumé de réponare, et de la refponfa fapientam, et prudentem
relponfa. Les oracles memes, quand wous en fericz un, réjpon-
doent § et 1l weft pas g anx choes inanmiis, qus ne fo mertint
gueljuefors en devowr de 1epondre.

Les eaux ot les vockers et Jes boss b réfpondent.
Let de Voit. & 165.

P3 your
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your native province 7? For, like Ulyffes when
he firft returned to his Ithaca, you will be much

7 Manutius imagines that Cicero means to rally the ob-
feurity of his friend’s birth, Perhaps 1t would be nearer the
truth to acknowledge, that it 15 mmpofiible to know what
he means: Yet as this fenfe 15 as confitent wath the ori-
ginal as any other, it 15 adopted in the tranflation But
if this very learned commentator be right in his general
notion of this paffage, he is certanly deceived in his inter-
pretation of zanquam Ulyffes, cognefees tusrum nemancm, with
which the letter concludes. For he takes the verb cognofio
in its ufual acceptauon: by which means he makes Cicero
miftake fo well known a ftory as that of the behaviour of
Ulyfles upon his firlt return to Ithaca. However, he is
perfuaded that this is a defigned mifreprefentation n his
author* and difcovers [ know not what improvement of
the humour by this very perverfion of the fable. ‘I'he la-
bours of this penetrating commentator have caft fuch a
light upon the writings of Cicero, that even his errors de-
ferve to be treated with refpeét; otherwife one mighrt juftly
Taugh at a notion {o exaétly m the true {pirit of a fanciful
crinic, who refines upon his own miftakes. It is a nuf-
take neverthelefs in which all the fucceeding commentators
concur with him, except Mr. Rofs, who has removed the
whole difficulty of the paffage by explamung cognofeo in the
fenfe of agnofto. ‘This fenfe (i which indeed 1t is not ur.
freqaently ufed) reconciles the allufion to the truth of \he
fa&t. and where a word has feveral fignifications, 1t would
be out of all rule of critictfm to underlland it in an appl-
cation the leaft favourable to an author’s meaning, Itis
not always {o eafy, however, to juftify Cicero with refpeét
to Homer; and he has in one inftance at leaft, been be-
trayed 1nto an error in quoiing that poet. The inftance
occurs m his Tufculan difputations, where he takes notice
of that paflage in the {eventh Ihad 1n which Ajax is de-
{cribed as going forth to accept the challenge of Heétor,
Videmus, {ays he, progredientem apud Homerum, Ayacem multa
cum bilarstate cum depugnararus effet cum Heliorey cujus, ut
arma fumpfit, wngreffio latitiam attulst focus, terrovem autem
boflibuc . ur spfum Hellorem, quemadmodum eff apud Homerum,
toto peltore trementem, provocafe ad pugnam panteret.
T#ft. dyp. . z2. But Homer by no means reprefents
Hedtor thus totally difmayed at the approach of s ad.

L)
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too prudent, undoubtedly, to lay claim to your A¥:6gg.
Comomymend

noble kindred. Farewel.

verfary : and indeed it would have been inconfiflent with the
gcneral charater of that Hero to have defcribed him under
uch circumftances of terror.

Tov e nas Apysios pey” eynbrov moogowrres®
Towas & Toouos aivos DarnAvl: yuia ixasor,
'Emoe; 7 avrw Svos 29, s nbsoos maTacoe.

Ver. z14.

But there is a great difference (as Dr. Clarke obferves in
hrs remarks upon thefe lines) between Svues i enbeooir
waraseew, and xaeé‘m sEw rnbswy sgewrxu, Or Tpopos wivog
<mna e yuiz.  The Trojans, fays Homer, trembled at the
fight of Ajax; and even Hetor himfelf felt fome emotion
in his breaft; or to exprefs it in the fame fpirit of poetry
which diftinguthes the original,

Thro® ev'ry A prve beart new tranfport ran:
Al Tioy food trembling ar the mighty man.
Ev’n Helor paus’d, and aith new doubt opprefl,
Felt Fis great beart fufpended in bis breaft.
Porer.

Perhaps this {lip of attention in fo great an author may not
be improperly powted out, as engaging the candour of the
reader towards thofe eriors of the fame nature, which he
wl too probably meet with in the comfe of this attempt,

P4 LET-
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LETTERS

OF

Marcus Tullius Cicero
T O

Several of his FRIENDS.

BOOK I

LETTER L

To Cai1us Curio.

HOUGH I am forry you fhould fuf-
pe& me of negledting you; I will
acknowledge that I am not fo much con-
cerned at your reproaches for my not writ-
Ing, as I am pleafed to find that you are de-

* Curio was a young nobleman of great parts, {pirit
and cloquence, but addstted, beyond all modefty or mea-

firous

A.U.g00,
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A.U.oo, firous of hearing from me. Confcious indeed
v of not meriting your friendly accufation, the

fure, to the prevailing luxury and gallantries of a2 moft dif-
folute age.  After having diffipated his fortune by extiava-
gant indulgencies, for which no eftate could fuffice ; he fe_ll
an eafy prey to corruption. Accordingly Cefar pad his
debts, amounting to almoft gco,000 /. and by that means
gained him over from the caufe of ‘dberty, to becqme one
of the warmeft and moft afive of his partizens. It is gene«
rally imagined that Virgil glances at hisn in thofe well-known
lines, wendidt bic auro patriam, &c. though indecd they are
apphicable to fo many others of his contemporaries, that
there feems no great reafon 1o imagine the poet nad Curio
parucularly in his view. Lucan mentions him as cne whofe
talents would probably have been of the higheft honour and
benefit to his country, if he had lived in times of lefs conta.
gious depravation :

Haud altum tanta civem tulit indole Roma,

Aut cus plus leges deberent, refta fequents.

Perdsta tunc urbs nocuerunt ficula, poflquonm

Ambitus et luxus, et opum metuenda facultas,

Tranfverfs mentem dubram torrente tulerany,

A Joul more form’d to ard his country’s caufe,
Avenge ker infults, and fupport ber laws,
Rome never knew > but ab ] 1 evil boyr,
Fate bade 1hee Lve awben wirtue was no more !
When lawlefs Iuft of pos’ry and av'rice dread,
And baneful luxu,y the lund &erfpread.

Ty awav'ring mind the torrent ill-withfoed,
Borne, fearce refiffing, down th’ impetuous floed,

He diftinguithed himfelf with great bravery.in fupport of
Czfar’s caufe in Africa, where Varus commandedp on the
part of the rcpublic. But after fome fuccefsful engage-
ments, he loft his life before the battle of Pharfalia, 1n an
afon againt the troops of Juba near Utica. At the time
when this letter, and the reft that are addreffed to um in
the prefent book, were wntten, he refided in Afa, where,
as Manutus conye@ures, he was employed 1n quality of
quaftor 0 Caius Clodws.  Fel Paterc, i, 48, Plut. 1n wif.
Cef Val. Max.1x,6, En vi 620, Luc,1v.814. Liv.
g1, 110,

inftance
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inftance it afforded me that my letters were ac- 4 y7,00,
ceptable to you, was a very agreeable proof of s
the continuance of that affection which I have

already fo frequently experienced. Believe me,

I have never omitted writing, whenever any

perfon offered whomt I imagined likely to con-

vey my letters into your hands: and which of

your acquaintanc®, 1 will venture to afk, is a

more punttual correfpondent than myfelf? In

return, however, I have {carce received mnre

than one or two letters from you fince you left

Rome : and thofe too extremely concife, Thus,

you fee, I can juftly retort your charge: you

muft not therefore pafs too fevere a fentence on

your part, if you hope to receive a favourable

onc on mine, But I will dwell no longer on

this article than to affure you, that fince you are
difpofed to accept thefe memorials of my triend-

thip, I doubt not of acquitting myfeif to your

full fatisfaction.

Tho’ I regret extremely the being thus long *
deprived of your agreeable company; yet L
cannot but rejoice at an abfence which has con-
tributed fo much to your honour: as fortune
indeed has in all that concerns you, anfwered

2 « Cirio had been moft probably abfent from Rome
# about two years: for Calus Clodius, to whom he is {fep-
e pofed to have been quzftor, chtaned the government of

# Afia an. urb, 698. Pig. Annal.”” Mr. Rgfs.
my
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AUgoo. my warmeft withes, I have only to offer

Qo)

you one fhort piece of advice: and I offer it
in compliance with the fincere dictates of that
fingular affeétion I bear you. L.et me earneftly
then intreat you, to come well-prepared at
your return to act up to thofe great ideas which
the world has, with fo much reafon, conceived
of your fpirit and talents. And as nothing
can ever wear out the deep impreflions your
good offices have ftamped upon my mind *; fo
I hope you will not forget, on your fide, that
you could not have attained thofe honours or
advantages that attend you, if you had not in
the earlier part of your life complied with my
faithful and affeCtionate admonitions . Have
I not reafon then to expedt in return, that
as the weight of old age now begins to bend
me down ®, you will fuffer me to repofe my

2 Curio affiffed him in his conteft with Clodius.

4 Curio, when he was a very young man, had entered
Into a commerce of the moft criminal and deteftable kind
with Antony. His father, in order te break off this in-
famous intercourfe, was obliged to call in Cicero to his
affiftance ; who by his prudent and friendly advice weaned
the fon from a paflion not lefs expenfive, it fcems, than it
was execrable; and by this means (as Cicero reproaches
Antony in one of his Phiippics) he faved an idluftrious
famly from utter ruin. Plut, iz wit, Anton. Cre. Plut. 1,
18.

& Cicero was at this time in the gath year of his age.
Magat.

dcclining
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declining years upon your youth and friendthip? A.u, ;00.
Farewel. b

LETTER IL

To TreBATIUS.

IF you were not already in the number of our

abfentees, undoubtedly you would be tempted
to leave us at this junture: for what bufinefs
can a lawyer expeét in Rome, during this long
and general fufpenfion of all juridical proceed-
ings ¢! Accordingly, 1 advife my friends who
have any altions commenced againft them, to
petition each fucceflive interrex 7 for a double
enlargement of the ufual time for putting in
their pleas : and is not this a proof how wonder-
fully I have profited by your fage inftructions

¢ The feuds in the republic were raifed to {o great a
height towards the latter end of the preceding year and
the beginning of the prefent, that the office ofy the late
confuls had expired feveral months, before new ones could
be eleCted. In exigencies of this kind the confhitution had
provided a magiftrate called an Jnserrex, to whom the confu-
lar power was provifionally delegated. But public bufinefs,
however, was at a ftand, and the courts of judicature in
particular were fhut up, during this interregnum: a cir-
cumftance from which Cicero takes occafion to enter into
his ufual vein of pleafantry with Trebatius, and to railly
him in perpetual allufions to huis profeflion. Drs, xl.

7 This office of Interrex continued only five days: at the
expiration of which, if confuls were not chofen, a new In-
serrex was appointed for the fame fhort period.  And in this
manner the fucceflion of thefe occafional magiftrates was car-
ried on, ull the eleclions were determined.

in
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AU.jeo, in thelaw *? But tell me, my friend, fince your
v~ Jetters, 1 obferve, have lately run in a more
enlivened ftrain than ufual, what is it that has
elevated you into fo gay a humour ? ‘This air of
pleafantry I like well ; it looks as if the world
went fuccefsfully with you: and I am all im-
patience to know what it is that has thus raifed
your fpirits.  You inform me indeed, that Cz-
far does you the honour to advife with you. For
my own part, however, I had rather hear that
he confulted your intereft, than your judgment.
But ferioufly ; if the former is really the cafe, or
there is any probability of its proving fo, let
me intreat you to continue 1in your prefent
fitvation, and patiently fubmit to the inconve-
niences of a mulitary life : as on my pare, I
thall fupport myfelf under your abfence with the
hopes of its turning to your advantage. But
if all expeCtations of this kind are at an end;
let us fee you as foon as poffible : and perhaps
fome method may be found here, of impioving

* The minute forms of law-proceedings among the Ro-«
mans are not fufficiently known, to difinguith precifely the
exatt point on which Cicero’s humour in this paffage turns:
and accordingly the explanations which the commentators
have offered are by no means fatisfaCtory. It would be
foreign to the purpofe of thefe remarks, to lay before the
reader their {everal conjetures : it will be fuflicientin gene-
ral to obferve, that there was fome notorious impropriety 1n
the advice which Cicero here reprefents himfelf as having
given to his friends, and in which the whole force of lus
pleafantry confifts,

9 your
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your fortunes. If not, we fhall at leaft have A.U.;c0.
the fatisfaition of enjoying each other’s com- ~—=
pany: and one hour’s converfation together is
of more value to us, my friend, than the whole
city of Samarobriva % Befides, if you return
foon, the difappointment you have fuffered may
pafs unremarked : whereas a longer purfuit to
no purpofe, would be fo ridiculous a circum-
ftance, that I am terribly afraid it would fcarce
efcape the drollery of thofe very arch fellows *

$ A city in Belgic Gaul; and probably the place wherein
Trebatius had his prefent quarters.

* Laberius was a Roman Knight, who diftinguithed
himfelf by his comic Lumonr: and he had written feveral
farces which were a€ted with great applaufe. He was
prevailed upon by Cafar to take a part himfelf in one of
his own performances: and the prologue which he fpoke
upon that occafion is ftill extant. The whole compofition
is extremely {pirited, and affords a very advantageous fpe-
cimen of his genius : but there is fomething fo peculiarly
jult and beautiful in the thought of the concluding lines,
that the reader, perhaps, will not regret the being carried
out of his way in order to obferve it. Laberius was 60
years cf age, when in complaifance to Cafar he thus made
his firl entrance upon the ftage: and in allufion to a cir-
cumftance fo little favourable to his appearing with fuccefs,
ke tells the audience,

Ut ledera ferpens wires arboreas necat
Ita me wetuflas amplexu annorum enecat :
Sepulchr: fimilis, nib:l n1/g nomen retsneo !

While round the oak the fraudful svy tavines,
Robb’d of sts firength the faplefs iree declines.
Thus envious age, advanc’d with feuling pace,
Clafps my chill’d limbs, and kilis wnth cold embrace.
Like empty monuments to beroes fame,
OF all I was retaning but the name !
Macrob, Saturn. 1i. 7.

Laberius
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AU.j00. Laberius and my companion Valerius . And

=~ what a burlefque charaGer would a Britith law-
yer furnith out for the Roman ftage ! You may
{mile perhaps at this notion : but tho’ I mertion
it in my ufual ftyle of pleafantry, let me tell you
it is no jefting matter. In good earneft ; if
there is any profpet that my recommendations
will avail in obtaining the honours you deferve ;
I cannot but exhort you, in all the fincerity of
the warmeft friendfhip, to make yourfelf eafy
under this abfence, as a means of increafing both
your fortunes and your fame: if not, I would
ftrongly advife your return, 1 have no doubt,
however, that your own merit in conjunétion
with my moft zealous fervices, will procure you
every advantage you can rcafonably delire.
Farewel.

* This Valerius is fuppofed by fome of the commenta.
tors to be Quintus Valerius Catullus, a celebrated poet, who,
as appears by his works which are fll extant, was patronized
by Cicero. But the opwion of Manutus 1s much more
probable, that the perfon here meant is the {ame to whom
the 13th letter of the firft book in this collection 15 addrefied §
and who is hikewift mentioned in the following epiftle.

LET
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LETTER IIL

To Aprius Purcuir?’

F the genius of Rome were himfelf to give A.0. j00,

w-an account of the commonwealth, you v
tould not besymore fully apprifed of public af-
fairs, than by th¢ information you will receive
from Phanias : perfan, let me tell you, not
only of confummaterbolitics, but of infinite cu-
riofity. I refer you therefore to him, as to the
Thorteft and fafeft means of being acquainted
with our fituation. I might truft him likewife
with affuring you at the fame time of the'friendly
difpofition of my heart t6wards you: but That
is an office which I muft claim the privilege of
executing with my own hand. Be perfuaded
then, that I think of you with the higheft af-
fetion: as indeed you have a full right to

* Appius Clodius Pulcher had been conful the preced-
ing year, and was at this time governor of Cilicia. The
particular traits of s charaéter will be occafionally marked
out in the obfervations on the feveral letters addrefled
to him in this, and the {ubfequent books. In the mean
time it may be fufficient to obferve, that Cicero very zea-
loufly cultivated his friendfhip, net from any real opinion
of his merit, but as one whofe powerful alliances rendered
him too confiderable to be delpifed as an evemy. For one
of Appius’s daughters was married to Pompey’s fon, and
the other to Brutus, See Ife of Cic, ii. 204. 8we. ed. Ep.
Fam, i, 113,

Vou. I, Q. thefe
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A.U.700. thefe fentiments, not only from the many gene-
= rous and amiable qualities of your mind, but
from that grateful fenfibility with which, as I
am informed both by your own tetters and the
general account of others, you receive my beft
fervices. I fhall endeavour thercfore, by aly
future good offices, to compenfate for that long
intermiffion which unhappily+fulpended our for-
mer intercoutfe . And fipre' you feem willing
to renew our amicable cor'merce; I cloubt not
of engaging in it with the general approbation
of the world .
Your freedman Cilix, was very little known
to me before he delivered your obliging letter
into my hards: the friendly purport of v-hich

+ Appius was brother to Cicero’s declared enemy, the
turbulent Clodius, which occafioned that interruption of
their frendfhip to which he here alludes. Irappears by a
paflage m the cration for Mo, that Clodins i the abfence
of lis brother had forcibly taken poffeflion of an eftate
belonging to Appus: and the indignaton which this
piece cf mjafhice muft neceflardy rafe n the latter, ren-
dered him, it is probable, {0 much the more difpofed to a
re-union with Cicero. Orat. pro Mil. 27.

¥ The whole paffage in the original, fands thus: Jdgue
me, quonidm iu 1ta s, puto non tpvita Menerva faﬂurum .
 quam quidem cge, fi forte de tuis fumpfero, non folum
« Pallada, f{ed etiam Appiada nominabo.” The former
part of this fentence is tianflated agreeably to the inter-
pretat.en of the lcarned Gronovius : but the latter is
wholly omutted.  For notwithftanding all the pains of the
comnxntatars w explam s difficuluies, 1t 1s atterly un-
intelhgible : at leaft, I do not fcruple to confefs, it is fo
to me.

x he
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he confirmed with great politenefs, The ac- A.U.700.

. . Cemyed
count indeed he gave me of your fentiments, as
well as of the frequent and favourable mention
ou are pleafed to make of my name, were cir-
ciraftances which I heard with much pleafure.
ort, during our two days converfation to-
gether, he dptirely won my heart: not to the
exclufion howkver, of my old friend Phanias ;
whofe return I-§gpatiently expe@. 1 imagine
you will fpeedily orfer him back to Rome: and
I hope you will not difmifs him without {fending
me at the fame time your full and unreferved

commands.

I very ftrongly recommend to your patronage
Valerius the lawyer ®; even tho’ you thould dif-
cover that he has but a flender claim to that
appellation. I mention this, as being more
cautious in obviating the flaws in his #1/e, than
he ufually is in guarding againft thofe of his
chents. But ferioufly, I have a great affeftion
for the man: as indeed he is my particular
fricnd and companion, I muft do him the
juftice to fay, that he is extremely fenfible of
the favours you have already conferred upon
him. Neverthelefs he is defirous of my recom-
mendation, as he is perfuaded it will have much

¢ See p. 212. of this vol.

Q.2 weight
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AUYo0. weight with you. I intreat you to convince him
that he is not miftaken. Farewel.

LETTER IV,
To Carvs MemMmius?™.

OUR tenant Caius Ev'rider, is a perfon

with whom I ar vy-.,"intimatc : as his
patron Marcus Zmilius i$"n the number of my
moft particular friends. 1 intreat your permif-
fion therefore, that he may continue fome time
longer in your houfe, if it be not inconvenient
to you: for as he has a great deal of work upon
his hands, he cannot remove fo foon as the firft
of July, without being extremely hurried. I
fhould be athamed to ufe many words in folicit-
ing a favour of this nature at your hands: afd
I am perfuaded that, if it is not very much to
your prejudice, you will be as well inclined to
grant me this requeft, as I fhould be to comply
with any of yours. I will only add therefore,
that your indulgence will greatly oblige me,
Farewel.

7 See an account of him in remark 5. on the 27th letter
of this book, p. 281,

LE T
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LETTER V.

To TREBATIUS.

Was wondering at the long intermiffion of A.U.700.

A‘)'" \.—y‘
your lett?v[s, when my friend Panfa account-

ed for your nd le ce, by affuring me that you

tamorphofis fo extraordinary has been wrought
in you amidft the martial air of Samarobriva,
what would have been the confequence had I
fent you to the fofter regions of Tarentum® !
I have been in fome pain for your principles, I
confefs, ever fince your intimacy with my friend
Seius. But how will you reconcile your tenets
to your profeflion, and aé for the intereft of
your client, now that you have adopted the
maxim of doing nothing but for your own?
With what grace can you infert the ufual claufe
in your deeds of agreement : The parties to thefe
prefents as becomes good men and true, &e. ? For
peither truth, nar truft can there be in thofc, who

¥ Tarentum was a city in Italy diftinguithed for the foft-
nefs and luxury of its inhabitants. Gueographers mform
us that the greateft part of their year was confumed in the
celebration of flated ieftivals. 72d. Bunon. comment. 1n Chi

wes 11 Geograph,
Q 3 pro-
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profefledly govern themfelves upon motives of
abfolute felfithnefs{ I am in fome pain like-
wife, how you will feule the law concerning
the partition of * rights in common :” as the¢
can be nothing in common between thofe,"wh

make their own private gratificagizh, - Jic 10le
criterion of right and wrong. /Jr can you
think it proper to adminiﬁ%“-; in oath, while
you maintain that Jupite- i* urcapable of all re-
fentment ? In a word, wha will become of the
good people of Ulubra ° who have placed them-
felves under your protettion, if you hold the
maxim of your fe&, that < a wife man ought
“ not to engage lumfelf in public affairs ?” In
good earneft I fhall be extremely forry, if it is
true that you have really deferted us. But if
your converfion is nothing more than a conve-
nient compliment to the opinions of Panfa, I
will forgive your diffimulation, provided you
let me know foon -how your affairs go on, and
in what manner I can be of any f{ervice in them,

Farewel,

s « Cicero jocofely fpeaks of this people, as if they be-
« lgnged to the moft confiderable town 1w lialy ; whereas
« 1t was fo mean and contemptible a place, that Horace,
« in order to thew the pwer of contentment, fays, that
s a perfon pofleffed of that exccllent temper of mind, may
* be happy even at Ulubrz:

s« Bt Ulubris, ansmus fi te non defictt wguus.”
Mr. Rofs.

LET-
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LETTER VL

To Carvs Currxo.

@UR friendfhip, Iktru{’f, needs not any ATU.7oe,
vﬁ»ﬁv@%\evidencc to confirm irs fincerity, "~ Y™
than what ari%s from the teftimony of our own
hearts, I can\'_‘p , however, but confider the
death of your Ph2#rioys Father, as depriving
me of a moft venefhble witnefs.to that fingular
affection I bear you'. I regret that he had not
the fatisfation of taking a laft farewel of you,
before he clofed his eyes: it was the only cirs
cumftance wanting to render him as much fupe-
rior to the reft of the world in his domeftic
happinefs, as in his public fame *,

I fincerely with you the happy enjoyment of
your eftate : and be affured, you will find in
me a friend who loves and values you with the
fame tendernefs as your father himfelf conceived
for you, Farewel,

* See remark 4th on the firft letter of this book,

» He was conful in the year of Rome 676, when he aéted
with great fpirit in oppofition to the attempts of Sicinius
for reftoring the tnbunitial power, which had been much
abridged by Sylla. In the followiggryear ne went governor
into Macedonia, and by his militaf®§ condudt in that province
obtained the honour of a trumph. He diftinguithed him-
felf among the friends of Cicero when he was attacked by
Clodius.  Fremnfbem. fupplem. :n Lbv. xci. cin,

Q_4 I 6T-
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LETTER VI
To TrEBATIUS.

AU. 700. AN you ferioufly fuppofe me ‘2 no:{a-
Syt fonable as to be angry, becgsfe I thought
you difcovered too inconftan Ajaifpoﬁtion in

your impatience to leave Ge*.. And can you
poffibly believe it was for tfy;t reafon I have thus
long omitted writing? The truth is, I was only
concerned at the uneafinefs which feemed to
have overcaft your mind: and I forbore to
write, upon no other account but as being en-
tirely ignorant where to diret my letters. 1
fuppofe however that this is a plea which your
loftinefs will fcarce condefcend to admit. But
tell me then, is it the weight of your purfe,
or the honour of being the counfellor of Czfar,
that moft difpofes you to be thus infufferably
arrogant © Let me perith if 1 do not believe
that thy vanity is fo immoderate, as to choofe
rather to fhare in his councils than his coffers.
But fhould he admit you into a participation
of both, you will undoubsedly fwell into fuch
intolerable airs, tha®no mortal will be able to
endure you: or none at leaft except myfelf,
who am philofopher enough, you know, ta
endure
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endure any thing.—But I was going to tell you, A.U.700
that as I regretted the uneafinefs you formerly v
exprefled ; fo I rejoice to hear, that you ara

‘Durter reconciled to your fituation. My only

‘%ar 15, that your wonderful fkill in the law
will¥eel-Tuail you in your prefent quarters;

for I am told “hat the people you have to deal

with,

Reft the firengti ot ~r caufe on the force of
their might,
And the fword 1s fupreme arbitrator of right *,

As 1 know you do not choofe to be concerned
in forcible emtries, and are much too peaceably
difpofed to be fond of making affaults, let me
leave a piece of advice with my lawyer, and by
all means recommend it to you to avoid the
Treviri #: for I hear they are moft forinidable
fellows. I wifh from my heart, they were as
harmlefs as their name-fakes round the edges of
our coin *.—But I muft referve the reft of my

3 Ennius,

* The Treviri were a moft warlike people, bordering
an Germany. They were defeated abqut this ume by La-
bienus, one of Calfar’s Leatenarts m Gaul. Cagjar. Bel,
Gal. nit.

8 The public coin was under the infpe&ion of three of.,
ficers called Trevir: monstales : and feveral pieces of money
are flill extant n the cabinets of the curious, inferibed with
the names of thefe magikrates. /id. Potrs Bemébi epyff. apud

BRUL,

jokes
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A.U.700. jokes to another opportunity : in the mean

Ny gl

time, let me defire you would fend me a full
account of whatever is going forward in your
province. Farewel.

March the 4th.

LETTER VI
To CorNIft cIUs ™

OUR letter was extremely agreeable to

me 1n all refpects, except that ¥ was forry
to find by it, you had flighted my lodge at
Sinnueffa. I fhall not excufe the affront you
have thus paffed upon my little hovel, unlefs
you give me double fatisfaction by making ufe
both of my Cuman and Pompeian villas. Le:
me intreat you then to do fo : and to pireferve me
hkewife in your affetion. I hope you will
provoke me to enter into a literary conteft with
you, by fome of your writings: as I find it
much eafier to anfwer a challenge of this kind,
than to fend one. However, if you (hould per-
fevere in your ufual indolence, I fhall venture
10 lead the way myfelf ; in order to thew you,
that your idlenefs has not infected me.

3 Sze an account of him, vol. iii. p. 61. rem. 6.,

1 fteal
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I fteal 2 moment to write this whilt T am in A.U.700.
the fenate: but you fhall have a longer let- A
ter from me when J fhall be lels engaged.
Furewel,

LT TER IX,
Tci\l!‘i‘REBATlUS.

Am giving you an #itance that thofe who love
are not eafily to be pleafed, when I affure you,
that tho’ I was very much concerned when you
told me that you continued ip Gaul with reluct-
ance, yet I am no lefs mortified now your letter
informs me, that you like your fituation ex.
tremely well. To fay the truth, as T regretted
you fhould not approve a fcheme, which you
purfued upon my recommendation; fo I can 1l
bear rthat any place thould be agreeable to you
where I am not. Neverthelefs, I had much
rather endure the uneafinefs of your abfence,
than fuffer you to forego the/‘advantages with
which, I hope, it will be attended. It is im-
pofiible therefore to exprefs how much I rejoice
in your having made a friendthip with a man of
fo improved an underftanding and {o amiable a
difpofition as Matws: whofe efteem, I hope,
you will endeavour to cultivate by every means
in
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AU. o0 in your power. For, believe me, you cannot
Y bring home a mare valuable acquifition. Fare-
wel.

LETTER X.
To Carvs Curre

YOU muft not impute '\ttr aay neglett in
Rupa, that he has n- exccuted your
commiffion ; as he omiu. ¢ 1t merely in compli-
ance with the opinion of myfelf and rhe reft of
your friends. We thought it moft prudent
that no fteps fhould be taken during your
abfence, which might preclude you from a
change of meafures after your return: and
therefore that it would be beft he fhould not
{ignify your intentions of entertaining the peo-
ple with public games® 1 may perhaps in
fome future letter give you my reafons at large
againft your executing that defign : or rather,
that you may not come prepared to anfwer my
¢ Curio’s pretence for exhibiting thefe games, was to pay
an honour to the memory of hie father, lately deceafed -
but his principal motive was to ingratiate mmlelf with the
people, who were paflionately attached to entertainments
of this kind. As Cicero well knew the profufion of Cu-
r10’s temper, and that the fcheme he was meditating could
not be executed without great expence; he afted a very
judicious and honeft part, i labouring to turn him afide
from a proje@ that would contribute to embarrafs hus finan-
ces, and moit probably therefore impair the foundations of

Tus integrity. L
objections,
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objeétions, I believe it will be the wifeft way to A.U.yda.
referve them till we meet. If I fhould not ==V
bring you over to my fentiments, I fhall have
tie fatisfaCtion, at leaft, of difcharging the part
of a fuend : and fhould it happen, (which 1
hop. howewer it will not) that you fhould here-
afier have occufion to repent of your fcheme ;
you may then 1 member that 1 endeavoured to
diffuade you fisin it. But this much I will
now fay, that thofe -advantages which Fortune
in conjunétion with your own induftry and na-
tural endowments, have put into your pofef-
fion, fupply a far furer method of opening your
way to the higheft dignities, than any oftenta-
tious difplay of the 'moft fplendid fpetacles.
The truth of it is, exhibitions of this kind, as
they are inftances of wealth only, not of meris,
are by no means confidered as refleting any ho-
nour on the authors of them : not to mention,
that the public is quite fatiated with their fre-
quent returns.—But I am fallen unawares into
what I defigned to have avoided, and point-
ing out my narticular reafons againft your
fcheme. I will wave all farther difcuffion there-
fore of this matter ull we meet; and in the
mean time inform you,. that the world en-
tertains the higheft opinion of your virtues.

What-



