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A D V E R TIS F MEN T. 

TH E principhlMlJtgn of tbe fol-
lowing attempt, is to trace the 

conduE!, and inquire into the charac­
ter of Cicero. For this purpofe the 
prefent letters were preferred to thofe 
which fire written to Atticus; as they 
jhew' the author of theln in a greater 
variety of conneElions, and afford an 
opportunity of conjidering hi,n i11 al­
:mofl every poifible point of view. 

This correJpondence includes a pe­
riod of about twenty years; ca11t­

mencing immediately after Cicero l s 
con/utate, and ending a. few Inonths 
before his death. 



:eRRATA IN T'Rt FJRST V'OLUME. 

Page .p. 1. II. dele m truth. 
62. 1. 19. tor cafflng to a dj·wjion, read dN)1ding. 
67' l. 23· for lIPO'I, rend fr,m. 
78 1. 14. for filerl add, rc:..d then to atid. 

124. 1 1. for da./, read .-lap. 
145' I. 12 for JON, read your. 
171 1. 1 L dJc xts. 
1))2. 1. 7. dele hImJtlf. 
185' 1. 19. t:'l[ to, reld Wi/h. 

19,. 1. 11. fOJ aeadent, re-ad l11cz:/enl. 
206. J 17. for It, rc,IJ both. 
zC7. 1. 13. for 7i 7J ojhn 1 dofie halt, read I often ", 
:] 1. m note, for Lev. rCJd L,<7/. 
25 3. I. 9. for 0PPo;/" readfopport• 
259. 1. 19. after (00, add a tomma. 
312 1. 3. for enemm, read enemy'!. 
313. I. 1+ for arli, read artrfim. 
3 1 5· 1. 5· dele m. 
35 7· I. 4· after allton, add whuh. 
45 z. 1. 5. of the note, for failed, read follttl. 
+00. to I. ror hil read t/;,. 
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LETTER 1. 

To POMPEY the Great: Imperator \ 

Y OU R letter to the fenate afforded in- ~ u. 69~ 
expreffible fatisfaCllOn, not only to my- t 

fdf, but to the public III general: as the hopes 

11 Thefe letten are placed accordmg to their fuppafed 
date" : The reader WI1\ find at the t:nd of each of thefe 
volume;, an mdex rcfen ing to the QIdcr m wJ.lch they ftand 
In the common edmo\1s. 

1 The tule of 1mperatOJ during th~ tImes of the republIc. 
dId not bear the lea1~ relation to that idea which 1S affixed 
to it 10 modern language· but was merely honorary and 
ocsa/ional. It was confcrre~ 0\1 the Roman generals by the 
a<:damations of thnr army In the field, after {orne lignal 
advantage gamed by theil courage and candua: and it 
was immecliatdy dropped agJl/L as loon as they entered into 
Runte. 

VOL. I. B it 
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Tn!. LET T E R S BOOK r. 
it brought us of a peace, are agreeable to 
thore" expectations, whlch, in full confidence 

of your fuperior abilities, I had always encou­
raged the world to enct'rt31n '. I mufi: acquaint 
you however, that lt fnrlreJy funk the fpirlt5 
of that party, who (rom being formerly your 

declared enemies, have lately become your pre­

tended friends : as it utterly difappointed their 
moO: fanguine hopes 3. 

Notwithftanding the letter which you wrote 
to me by the fame eJtprefs, difcovered but very 

flight marks of your affection; yet I read it with 

pleafure. The truth is, I am always abundant-

:t Pompey was at this time carrying on the war in Alia 
againll MJthridate~, king of Pontus: and the lcttt'f to WhlCh 
Cicero alludes, probablV brought a.R accrn.nt of the progref~ 
of the c;unpaign. MIthridate!. was a 1..1 uel but bravp pnr.ce, 
who had glven employment to the Roman arms for mMe 
than forty years. Pompey, however. had the good fo~­
tune to complete what SylJa and Lucuilus, l:i. predece{for. 
in this command, were obliged to leave unnmilied: and he 
not only defeated Mlthndates, but annexed to the Roman 
domInions all that part of Alia which is between the Red, 
the CafpiaD, and the Arabian feas. Flor. in. 5. 

3 It 15 doubtful to whom Cicero here alludes Some of 
the commentators fuppofe that he points at Lucu1lus' whO, 
as he had been recalled from the command in which 
Pompey was now employed, would not, it may well be 
imagined. be greatly pfeafed. with the fuccefs of his rival. 
Others think that he h:ul Cltfar in vlew: and what render~ 
this conjeaure extremely probable is, that Crefar and Pom­
pey. who had been long oppofttes in politics, were now fI.)­
jarmt!y reconciled; the former (for purpofes which /hall 
hereafter be expb~ned) falling in with that party who were 
for conferring the highefi and moft unconfiitutional honoun 
on the latter. 

ly 
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ly fatisfied with the confcioufnefs of havjng ex- A.U.69 1. 

erted my beft offices towards my friends:· and '--., ...... 
if they do not think proper to ma.ke me an equal 
return, I am well eon tented that the fupe.riority 
fhould remain on my fide. But if my utmoft 
Eeal for your interefts, has not been fufficient to 
unite you to mine; I doubt not that our co-ope-
rating together upon the fame patriot-principles, 
will be the means of cementing us more ftrongly 
hereafter. In the mean time, it would neither 
be agreeable to the opertnefs of my temper, nor 
to the freedom of that mutual friendlhip we 
profers, to conceal what I thought wanting in 
your letter. I will acknowledge then, that the 
public fervices I performed during m1 late con-
fulihip, gave me reafon to expect: from your at­
tachment both to myfelf and to the common-
wealth, 'that ybU would have fent me your 
congratulations: and I am perftladed you would 
not have omitted them, but from a tendemefs 
to certain perfoni 4. Let me afi"ure you however~ 

4 Cicerb was advanced to the c:onfular office the year 
before the date of this letter; that is. An. Utb. ~o. He 
partIcularly alludes to the part he atled dur.ing his ad­
mmiftration. WIth regard-. to the fuppreffing of Catiline'~ 
eonfpuacy. [See telN. 6. p. 13. _" ,.nn. 6. p. 25. if tbu 
~/.] Anc he had undoubtedly caufe to complain of Pom­
pey'. uRexp;eled coolne{s. in the pref~nt. intlance: the oc­
cafion of wl:l.lch [eems to han been elm, A very powerfld. 

B 2. that 



THE LET T E It S Boote I. 

A.tJ! 691. that what I have performed fQr the prefervation 
~J .. • , 

T of my country, has receIved the concurrent ap" 

plaufes of the whole world. You will find when 
you return hither, I conducted that important 

fcene with {o much {pirit and policy, that you, 

like another Scipio, tho' far fuperior indeed to 
that hero in glory, will not refufe to admit me, 

like a fecond Lrlius \ an(1 not much behind 

him, I truft, in wlii.iom, as the friend and 

party was now forming againi1 Cicero by Crefarand Metellus 
the tribune' and {lornIley \,ra, conlidered as a proper pcr­
IOn to fa-ppon their de-ngm of de/1:roying the great autho­
rity which Cicero had l.nelv acquired. It}S \,ighly pro­
"bable therefore from Pompey's referve to our author. that 
he had received fome overtures of this fort: and as he wa~ 
jealous of every power that might obRruct hiS own, he 
was by no means dlfpofed, it !bould feem, to advance CI­
cero's c.red1t by gratlfywg hIm wIth thofe applaW"es which. 
his conduct deferved. Plut. In -Vlt. CJCt'ro. 

, Scipio Afrlcanus the younger, to whom Cicero here 
alludes, was conful in the year of Rome 605. as LlE)lU~ 
was in the year 61 z. The llnct intimacy which rublilled 
between thefe dIll:ingUl!bed Romans, I~ celebrated by Ceve­
ral of the claffic wnters. but CIcero ha, paid it the highefi: 
honour. in his Dialogue upon friendfillp. SCtpio and La:­
tiLls 'filed to retire together from the bufincfs of the ftate, to 
a villa fituated on the fel-!bor~ near Laurcntum; where 
thefc llluHrious friends did not think It beneath their cha­
racters to ~fcend to the hambleft recreations. The'tlltlu; 
$(zplfuee tt 11Iltzs Japtentl4 Lee/I, the heroifm of Scipio and 
the wifdom flf La:1ius could unbend in gathering /hells and 
pebbles on the coaft: and perhaps it IS lome evidence of 
their merit, that they were capable of being thus eartl)' 
diverted. J.e(s virtuous miDcif generallY' have recourf6 to 
snore agitated relaxanons, and are Celdorn entertained with­
Ollt Eanying their pafi'tdll5 into their amufements. Orllt. P,./I 
Mur#N. 36. Hor. Sat. Ii. 1. ver. 7'1.. Ct<. de ora!. ii. 6. 

affociate 
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afI"ociate of'your private and public trantattipns. A.U. &,t. 

,~ 

Farewel. 

LET T ERn. 

~intus Metellus Cder 6) Proconful: to Cicero. 

A s I perfuaded myfelf chat our reconciliation 
and friendihip was mutually fincere, I ne­

ver imagined I fuould have had occafion to 
complain of being marked out in my abfence 
as the objeCt of your ridicule 7. For the fame 
reafon I was equally far from fuppofing that you 
would have a8:ed with fo much bitternefs 
againfr my relation Metellus 8, as to perfecute him 

II ~intu5 MeteUus Celer excrcifed the office of Prretor, 
the fame year that Cicero was conful. Two years after the 
d<lle of this letter, he was hlm[elf elected to that fupreme 
dignIty. and Cicero f~aks of his admilll/lratlOD with ap­
plaufe. He was at thiS time governor of Clfalpine Gaul. 
Ad Att. Ii. I. 

7 The reader WIll find this expb.incd by Cicero's Anfwer 
in the following letter . 
.. ' The perCon here alluded to, is ~intus Metellus ere­

Clitus Nepos, at this time a tribune of the people. He had 
lately attempted to procure a law for recalling Pompey 
out of Afia ; prete~dmg that his prefence was necefi'ary in 
order to quiet the commotions in the republic. But his 
real view was to deftroy the great credit and authority 
which Cicero now po{fefi'ed, by throwing the whole power 
Into Pompey'\ h:ytds. Cato, w130 Was ltkewife tribune at 
the· fame time, n'ibll: ftrenuoully oppofed this d,efign of his 
coUegue: and the contelh that roCe between them upon 
this occalion, Were attended with great and dangerollS 
dili?rbances. MetelllJs, however, beIng at length obliged 
'0 'leni\, Te~d in difguJl with hi, ~mplaints to Pompey. 

B J even 
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~v ~.' eveR to the lofs of his fortunes and ~s dignities, 
~ merely for a lingle word. If the regard which is 

due to his own charatter, could not protea him 
from the unjuft refentmeat of the fenate j at 

Ieaft the zeal I have ever thewn for the iQ­
terefl:s of that illuftriolls order, the fervices 
I have rendered the commonwealth, and the 
confideration which is owing to our birth 9, 

fhould have powerfully pleaded in his favour. 
But it has been his fate to be oppreffed, as 
v.(ell as mine to be deferred, by thofe, \\ ho 
ought to have treated us in a vel'Y different man­
ner: and the honour of that important command 
with which I am invefted, cannot !ecure me, 
it [eerns, from having caufe to lament the in­
dignities which are offered both to myfe1f and 

After he had ~hus withdrawn himfelf, it was propoCed, that 
the cenfure of the fenate /bould be pa/fed upon his turbu­
lent condua, as a1fo that he Ihould be depofed from his 
office: and it was thefe proceedings, together with the 
part that Metellus Celer fuppofed Cicero to have borne 
In them, which occaiioned tM warm remontlrances of the 
letter before us. Plut~rch ad"erts it was owing to the pru­
dence artd moderation of Cato~ that the motion againft Me­
teIlus Nepos was pot carried. Suetoniu5, on the other 
hanc:L exprefily fays that he was atlually fufpended : and 
indeed the folklwing anfwer of Cicero Ruden It extremely 
frobable that fp1JlC' decree of tha~ kind haa been voted. a!'ld 
afterwards repealed, Plilt. in '1.111. Cfitlon. Suet. i. Jul. 
C,rf. 16. 

, Within ~e fpaj:c Qf ,welve years there had been no­
ler. dian twelve Of this Family who were either confuls. 
"eaters, ,lJr cWfing1li./bed with the honours ~f a triqmph. 
1'(11,,(. Do 11. 

a to 
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to my family. Since the (enate haft lbe.n A.U·61t • 

themfelves to be fo little infiu~nced by the ~ 
diB:ates of equity, or thofe principles of rna-
dc:rati<m which diftinguifhed our anceftors j it 
will be no wonder, if they lhould find reafon to 
repent of their conduct. But as to yourfelf, 
I repeat it again, I never bad the leaft fufpicion 
that you were <!'apable of acting with fa much 
inconftancy to me and mine. However, nei-
ther this dilhonour which has been caft upon my 
family, nor any injuries which can be done to 
me in my own perron, fhall ever alienate my 
~ffea.ions from the rep?blic. Farewel. 

LET T E RIll. 

To QEintus Metellus Ccler, ProconfuJ, 

I Have received your letter wherein you tell 
me) that, cc you had perfuaded yourfelf, 

« you lhou1d never ",*ve had occalion to com­
er plain of bcing m'ark.¢d out as the fubjeCt: of' 
" my raillerii's.·· I mu~ aftbre you in return, 
that I do not weH underftand to what you allude. 
I ~ufpeCt, however, you tn~jr hav.e been informed 
of a rpeec~ I lately made, in the fenate, wherein 
I took nocke there was j$ confiderable party 
amoiJg os, who regretted that 'the common-

B + wealth 
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~.69J. wealth lhould have ow:d its prefervation to 
'"-"'w- ' my hands. I added, I confefs, that, in c~)!npli~ 

ance with the requeft, 't of fome of your relations 
" whofe delires you could by no means refufe, 
" you fuppretred the applaufe with which you 
" intended to have honoured me in that illuftri·· 
~t ous afi'embly. I mentioned at the fame time, 
" that we had £hared between US the glory 
Cl of having faved the republic: and that whilft 
el I was prott:aing Rome from the wicked de­
" ligns of her inteftine enemi~s, you were de. 
(C fending Italy from the open attacks and feeret 
" confpiracies of thofe who had meditated our 
" general ruin. But that fame of your fami­
e, Iy neverthelefs had endeavoured to weaken 
" this our illuftrious affociation, and were l1n­

" willing you {bould make any return on your 
" part, for thofe high honours with which you 
" had been diftinguiihed on mine." As this 
was an open confemon how much I was morti­
fied in not receiving the applaufe I expected; It 

raifed a general finile in the houfe: not indeed 
at you, but at myfelf, for mgenuoufly acknow­
ledging my difappointment. And furely what I 
thus faid, cannot but be confidered as highly 
to your credit; !inee it was an evidence' that 
amidft the higheft honours, I frill thought my 

,lory 
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olory incomplete, without the ~OQCurr4nce of A.U ••• 
D .... JPIIrt-f 
your approbation. .." . 

As to what you mention concmlipg a .... 
IUIlI aifetli(}JI: I know nor what you ,may efrcem 
as a mark of that difpofition. But according 
co my apprehenfion, it confifts in an equal 
return of thofe good offices which one friend re~ 
ceives from another. If as a proof of thi~ gra .. 

\ 

ti[ude on my part, I were to [ell you [hat J 
gave up my pretenfions to your prefent govern­
ment; you might well fufpeCl: my veracity. 
The truth is, I renounced it as being jnconfifi:~nt 
with that plan of conduct I had laid down to 
myfelf I : and I find every day more and more 
reafon to be fatisfied with having taken this re­
fOlution. BlIe this with ftritl: fincericy I can 

affirm, that 1 no fooner relinquifued my claim 

I Cicero here alludes to the refolution he touk or not ac­
ceptmg any government at the expiration of his conflllar 
office: a re{olutlon, It muft be owned, worthy of a generous 
dnd dliinterefted patriot. Accordmgly in a fpeech which 
he made In the fenate on the day of his inauguration. 
he declared he would receive no honours at the clofe of his 
mmtftry which It was in the power of me tribunes to ob­
ftruCl:: and indeed it was m their power to obftrua every 
hOllour the fenate cwid d~ree. A.s the authority of thele 
popular maglllI'~tes could thus clifappoint the ambition 01 
the confu!s, It had often influenced them In the e~er<:ife of 
~helr. funCl:ions. But by thiS felf-denying renunciation which 
Cicero made, he had nothlllg to hope From their favour. or 
to fear from .their refen'ment: and confcquentIy divetled 
himfelf of every motive that could check a vigorous oppo­
~tion to their fatbouB meafures. Drat. mit. RuI, i. 8. 

to 
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,A.U.691• to your 'province, than I confidered how to 
",.ruM .,) • • • 

y throw It lOto your hands. 1 need not mentl0n 

the management which was employed in or­

der to fecure the lot in your favour: but this 
much I will fay, that I hope you do not ima. 

gine the part my collegu(, acted in that affair 
was, in any of its circumftances, without my 
privity and cenfent. Let me de fire you to re­

colleCt with what expedition I affembled the Ce­
nate ·immediately after the t;.alloting was over, 
and how 'i\Jlly I fpoke upol' that occafion ill 
your applaufe. Accordingly you then told me, 
that I had not only paid an high compliment 

to yourfdf, but at the fame tlme caft a very 
revere reproach upon your collegues. I will 
add, that fo long as the decree ihall fubfift 

which the fenate paffed at that junti:ure, th.:u: 

will not be wanting a public and confpicuous 
monument of my good offices towards you, 
Rel11ember hkewife the zeal with whIch I fup­
ported your intereft in the fenate; the encomi­
ums with which I mentioned you in the affem­
blies of the people; and the affectionate Jetter$ 
I wrote to you, after your JepartUre. Am! 
when you have laid thefc: fe~eral circumftances 
together s I may fafely leave it to your awn 
determin.u:ion. whether your behaviour to me 

upon your 1aft return to Rome, was fuitable to 
thefe 
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thefe inftances of my friendfhip. Howe~r, I A.U.~ 
know not what you mean by our recDncilement: ~ 
an expreffion, it fuould feem~ which cannot with 
any propriety be applied where thtre never was 
any formal rupture. 

With rerpett to your relation, whom I ought 
not, you tell me, to have perfecuted fo feverely 
in refentment of '" fingle expreffion; I have 
this to fay. In the firft place, I moft highly 
appJaud the affectionate difpolition you difco­
ver towards him: and in the next, I hope YO\1 

would pardon me, if that duty which lowe my 
country, and to which no man is more ftrongly 
devoted, had at any time obliged me to op­
pofe his meafures. But if I have only defend­
ed myfeJf againft his moft cruel atta<;ks; have 
you not reafon to be fatisfied that I never once 
troubled you with my complaints? On the 
contrary, when I perceived he was collecting 
the whole force of his tribunitial power, in or .. 
der to opprefs me; I contented myfelf with 
endeavouring to divert him from his unjuft 
rurpofe, by applying to your wife % and fif ... 

= SHier ~o Claudius: a woman of mod abandoned Iewd­
nef~ and fufpea~d of having poifoned Mete11u., who 'died 
in b94> a few years after thiz letter was written. Cicero. 
who attended hlO in hIS laft moments, reprefents them as 
truly herak ... Mete-Uus raw the approaches of death ",ith­
out the Ie~tt concern upon ip. own i'cQOunt, and only la-

ter: 
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A.U.~r. ter l: as the larter had often indeed, in confide~ 
~ . f ~. I P d 

T ratIon 0 my connCe-llons WIC 1 ompey, exerre 
her good offices in my behalf. Neverthelefs, (and 

I am fure you are no fhanger to the trurh of 

what I am gomg to fay) upon laYIng down my 
confular office, he prevented me from makiflg 

the ufual [peech to the people: and thus, 

what had never been denied to the loweft and 

moft wortblefs of our magiftrates, he moil: in­

juriouOy refufed to a conrul who had pre­

{erved the liberties of his country. This in­

{ule however proved greatly to my honour. 

For as he would only fuff'er me to take the oath'" , 

I pronounced the fincereft and maft glanous of 

affeverations With an llnCOmmOn exertion of 

voice: and the whole aifembly of the P~0l'le 

as !oudly called the gods to witnefs, that what 

I had fworn was mott religioufiy true 5. But 

tho' I received this fignal affront from your cou­

lin, yer I had the very fame day fent an ami-

mented that he filOUH 10(, hI, 1& ,It a time whell hi~ friend 
,and his country would h.lIl- mOlt occalion for hIS 1(·rvlce~. 
Pro CtZ'ha :;:+. 

3 Mucia. /he W.l~ marr'cd to P{'mpey. hut aftnll,3JQ, 
divorced from hlDl on OLca nor of nlr ga11al1trie~ WIth C,ddr. 
Ad AI t 1. J Z. Ph,. 111 'V.I P om". 

4 The conCul, at the expiration of their office too:-: an 
oath, that they had f.lithfully and zealoufly <llfcharged their 
trull:. Manu!. 

! Clcero di.d Mt con nne hlmfelf to the u[u~l terms of the 
cath; but [w<>rc th.at he had preferved Rome and the repub. 
hc from dcftruchon. FI/I,. zt. IJIt Ciler. 

4 cable 
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cable meifage to him by our common fri~ A. U.6,tI. 

h f Ii d· h" b . WIII'IJ ..... ' with the oprll 0 per ua mg 1m Into a tuet 
temper. The anfwer he returned was, that all 
applications of this kmd were now too late. 
He had indeed afferred, fome days before, in 
a fpeech which he made in a general alTembly of 
the people, (( that the man who had punifued 
cc others without fufi-'t-ring them to be heard 6, 

" ought to be denied the privilege Qf being 
C( heard in his turn." Excellent and judicious 
patriot indeed! to maintain that the fame punifu-
ment which had been decreed, and with the ap­
probation too of every honetl: man in Rome, 
to thofe rebels and Incendiaries who had at-

/; The principal confpm.toro C0ncerned with Catiline be­
ing taken into cul1ody, Cicero convened the fenate; when 
It wa~ debated m what manner to proceed againft the pri~ 
loners. Silanus, the ('onfu! dca:, adnfed that they lhould 
all be put to dC.ith. But thIS was ag:mllt. an exprefs law 
which prohibited tlle taking away tlu: hie of any ciuzen 
~lthout a forma! pracefs. fhe propofal of Slianus was 
oppofed by Ca!Car, a~ being a ilretch of the feMte's power 
whIch might be produClne of very dangerous confequences 
in :t free flate. It was hi; opmion therefore that the efiates 
of the confpirators fuould be confifcated, and thelr perfonli 
clafdl imptifoned. Cicero, as Dr. Middleton obferves, 
dehvered his fentllTlents with aU the IJciIl both of the orator 
and the ftatefman; and while he ieemed to fuew a perfetl 
neutrahty, and to give equal commendation to both the 
opinions, was artftol1y labouring to tlU'n the kale in favour 
of SJl~nus·s. which he toIYfidelcd as a necejfary exampie of 
feverity in the prefellt clrcumtbnces of the republic. A 
vote accordlnW p'liled that the cvn(pir:ttors ihoo.id fulfer 
deatb: whi~Clcero Imtnedlately put in execution. Lzft 
~t CI(. I'Q/.l. Z19. :lil, 230 See rem. 6. p. i5 f/tlm Yo/. 

tempted 
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AU.691• tetrfttd to involve their country in thc;.)o'lloft 
.... ....,..,....... dreadful calamitiesJ was due to him who had 

preferved the fenate, the citYi and aU Italy in 
general from deftruaion. Thefe were the pro­
vocations that induced me to oppafe your coufin 
openly and before his face: and accordingly 

in a debate on the firft of January concern .. 
ing the flate of the republic, I thought proper 
to let him fee that he had declared war againft 
a mah who did not want refolution to return 
his attack. In a fpeech which he made a 
few days afterwards, he was pleafed to throw 
out feveral menacing expreffions againl~ me 1 

and it was evidently his detennined purpofe to 
effect: my ruin, not by bringing my actiops to 
a fair and impartial trial, but by the moft Jle .. 
gal methods of violence. Had I not aCted then 
with fpirit in oppoIition to hIS ilI·conIidered 
meafures, would not the world have thought 

(and thought too with reaton) that the courage: 
I exerted in my cOI1fulate was merely acci­
dental, and not the refult of a fteady and ra­
tional fortitude? If you are ignorant of there 
inftances of your cOllIin's deportment, he has 
concealed a very material article of his con­

duct. On the other hand, if he apprifed you 
of them, you have reafon to 10(* upon me 
as having acted with great temper and for-

bearance 
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bert1nce in never interrupting you with 1IlY~ex- A.U.c:.. 
poftulations. In a word, you will find my ~ 
complaint againft him was not founded on a 
tingle expreffion, as you call it, but on a conti-
nued feries'of malevolen<:e. Let me now there-
fore thew you, that my conduct in return was 
influenced by principles of the greateft good-
nature: if good-nature it m~ be I deemed, not 
to exert a proper refentment againft injuries of 
k> atrocious a kind. The truth is, I never once 
made a morion in the fenate to his prejudice; 
on the contrary, as. ofcen as any queftion arofe 
in which he was concerned, I always voted on 
the moft favourable fide. I will add (tho' it is 
a circumftance indeed, in which 1 ought not to 
have concerned myfelf) that I was fo far from 
being difplcakd with the decree whidl paffed in 
his favour, that, iQ. confideration of his being 
rdated to you, I aCtually promoted It LO the 
utmofr ()f my power. 

Thus you fee thar, far from being the ag­
greffor,l have only acted a defenfive part. Nor 
have I, as you accufe me, betrayed a capri­
cious dlfpofition with regard to yourfelf: on 
the contrary, notwithftandtng your failure in 
fome amicable offices on your fide, I have frill 
preferved the fame unvariable fentiments of 
friendfui~n mine. Even at this very inftant 

when 
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tU~I; wh~ I hav«:' before me, I had .almoft called 
it your threatening letter, yet I will tell you, 
that I not only excufe, but highly applaud the 
generous warmth you exprefs in your couIin's 
behalf: as I know by what paJTes in my own 
brealt, the wonderful force of family-affection. 
I hope then you will judge of my refenrment 
with the fame candour, and acknowledge that if 
'Without tbe lea.R: provocation on my part I have 
been maft cruelly and autrageouOy treated by 

'any of your relations, 1 had a right, I will not 
only fay to defend myfdf, but to be fupported 
in that defence, if it were necdfary, even by 
your whole army. Believe me, I have ever 
been defilOus of making you my friend; as I 
have endeavoured to convince you upon aU oc­
calions that I was entirely yours: fentiments 
which I fbll retain, and fuall continue to retain 
juft as long a~ you defi re. To fdY all in one 
word, I am much more dl1pofed to f.lcrlfice my 
refemrnent againft your couGn, to my friendfuir­
towards yourfelf, than to fuffer the former: 
in any degree to imp.lir our mutual afftction. 
FareweI. 

LET· 
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LET T:S R lV. 

To CAIUS ANTONIUS: Imperatot G
• 

I Bad determined not to trouble you with my A.U.69l. 

letters, unlefs of the recommendatory kind: ~ 
not that I had reafon to expeCl: my follicita-
tions would have much weight with you; but 
as being unwilling it fhould appear to thofe who 
might apply for them, that any coolnefs had 
ariten between us. However, as our commoh 
friend Atticuc;, who has been a particular wit-

nefs of the warmth with which I have ever 
promoted your intereft, is coming into your 
province) I cannot forbear conveying a letter to 
you by hIs hand; efpeciaUy as he very ftrongly 
importun'd me for that purpofe. 

vVere 1 to claim even your Higheft fen ices, 
the demand could by no means be thought 

unreafonable, after having contributed every 
thing on my part for the advancement of your 
cafe, your intereft, and your honours 7, But I 

\ 

IS The pel [on to whcm this letter is ~rdre~ WJls 
~ncle to the celebrated Mark Antony. He had been tOn­
ful the.year before \\lth CIcero, and was now governor of 
Macedoma. . 

7 Thl' conf,yJ,g. at the cVpiration of their office, ufed to 
draw lots toAich of the province. they Ihould re[pe£hve-

VOL. I. c may 



A..U.6gr. ",*y faf~ly appeal to your own eonfcience, whe .. 
'-I •. - ther you have ever made me the leaft return :. fo 

far from it indeed, that"I have heard (for I dare 
not fay I have been informed\ as it is an expref­
fion, it' feems, which you frequently, tho' I am 
fure J inj u rioufiy, obj ect to me) I have heard 
then that you have intimat~d fomething as i( 
-Eut I le:lve it to Atticus to tell you the reft: 

as tLe report' has glVen hl111 no lcfs concern 

J)' fuccced as goverpors. This which Antol1iu~ poJfcJfed, 
one of the molt dt>fir~ble in all lhe Roman empllc, havlIlg 
fallen to CIcero. he re(jgned it to hi, collegue. 

• Thl~ alludes to an expreflion which CIcero had often 
occafiol1 to cmploy In the affaIr of Call1inc's wn{p1raey. 
As hi, prine pal ll1telhgence ,Hofe from fome of the con~ 
fpilatols t!lcmfelvcs, wtlO commul1lcated to him from tIme: 
lO time the drfigm of thelf aJfociate" he 'was oblIged to 
<onceal the authors of there dlrco\ el ie 5 and lht:lt:[UI e ill 

la)'lllg his allcg.ltlon, before th~ fenate Of the people, he 
\\;l, under the necdlity of fpeaking only in g(neral termsJ 
and of "lfullng them that he had been n;fo'IJled of the par­
aculr,r afucles he. mentioned. But tho' the event pro 'ed 
that in, informatlOns were tlue; ) t't in gener.!l this method 
of accufatlon was extremely OdlOUS~ and of dangerous 
example. CIcero's enemIes therefOl c did not fall to take 
advantage of this popubr objechon, and were perpetually 
I;epeatlbg the phra[e I am Zlformed, \\ henevcr they v.-el e 
difpofed to reproach hIS condul'l. in tlm tranfafbon. See 
Mong. rem. J 9. on the J 9th let. of the firft book to Atticus. 
Plul. In 'Vlt. C,cer. Salfujl. Dec/am. Z1I CIC. 2. 

a ThIS r$porr was ot a very unfavourable kina indeed: 
fO! it charged Cicero with havlflg il ilialC! in the money 
which Ant(omius ralied by his e}.aCl:ions on the Ilnhappy 
people of IllS province. The very judIcious French tranf~ 
lator of the epiftles tq Atticus. feems to ~~il1e there was 
fome [ounnanen for tIus report; as he tnI)m"S It probable, 
that Antoruus had azreed to pay CIcero a. certam fum in 
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than it gave myfelf. In the mean time I t,'ill ~..triI 
only fay, that the fenate and.' the whole Roman ' ~ 
people have been witneo'es Qf that uncom1llGn 
zeal with which I have entered into YOLlr interdl. 
What fentiments of gratitude this has irnpreffed 

upon your mind, you yourfelf are the heft: judge: 
how much you owe me '1n confequence of it, 
let others determine. Ie was friend!hip that firft 

engaged my good offices in your favour; and I,' 
afterwards was induced to continue them merely 
from a principle of conftancy. But believe me" 
your prcfent 9 affairs require a much larger 

c:onfideration of his having re1inquiihed to him the govern­
ment of Macedorua. but thIs IS a conJeCture alto~ether 
unfupported by any evidence. Thus much however 15 cer­
tam; In the fil Jl: place, that Clcero had fome demands 
upon Antonius, of a nature Whl<..h he did not choo~ fuoQld 
be known; as, whellever he lllnts at tbem to Atticus, it 
is always In a very dark and enigmatIcal manner: and 
in the ne!(t place, that he {acniictd llis own jqdgment 
and the good opinion of the world, m ordel to fllpport 
Antonius 111 his prefent government. From which fatts 
the reader is left to draw the conclufton that he fuaJl judge 
!eafonable. rzd. ad Alt. 1. All. J3. 1+. See the follow­
mg remark. 

~ Pompey had declared his intentions of very {trenuoll{Jy 
infifting th~, AntonIus fhould be recalled from his govern~ 
ment, In order to gIve an account of his adminillration: 
whIch, It feems, had been extremely oppreffive. It W<lS 

upon this occafion that Clcero promifed him his fervice: 
and it feems by the following letter that he kept his word. 
But if he had not, hls honour, perhap~, would not hlue 
been 'the more ~uell:ionable: for It appears ftom a letter to 
Atticus. that Cicero copid not undertll.ke the defence of 
Antonius W)'lttIiJt fuieTing 1n the opinion. not only of the 
populace •• ~at of every worthy man in Rome. Ad Aft. 
i. 12. See remark 5th on the following letter. 

C ~ pto. 
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li.U.f,t; pz:~portion of my zeal and pains: the utmo!l 
-.., exertion of which fhall not be wanting, pro­

vided I may have rearon to think that they 
are not entirely thrown away. For I lhaU 
never be fo abfurd}y officious, as to employ 
them where they are not acceptable. Atticus 
will inform you, in what particular inftances 
you may, probably, have occafion for my good 
offices; in the mean while I very warmly re­
commend him to yours. I am well perfuaded 
indeed, tha.t "his own intereft with you is his 
heft advocate: however, if you have any re­
maining affeCtion for me, let me intreat you to 
fhew it (and it is the mof\: obliging man;ler in 
which you can fhew it) by your 1ervices to my 
friend. Farewel. 

LET T E R V. 

To PUBLIU5 SESTIUS, Q,!;!::ellor', 

I Could [carce credit your freedman Decius) 
as higbly as I think of his fidel1ty and at­

tachment to your interefi, when he requefred 

• E "ery proconful, or governor of a pro~lnce hag a 
GJuadlor under Rim, who aCted as a fort of paymafter-gener~l 
~ ,he provinCIal forces, and as fuperintendant likawife of 
.the public revenues. Sefuus was at this time exerciiing 
that office ,u11dcr Antonius, in Maced01\' Some further 
.accOlUlt will be occalWnally giYen of hun i1\." tlle progref. 
ef tllele rCllltirks. 

m~ 
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n)e in your name to u(e my endeavours that you A; ~·4,1 
may not at prefent be recalled. Remembering "-'V'"' ~ 
indeed the very different 1train in which all the 
letters I had before received from you were 
written, I could nOt eafily be induced to think 
that you had fa greatly altered your mind. But 
after Cornella's vifit to my wife, and the dif-
courre which I had myfdf with Cornelius, I 
could no longer doubt of this change in your 
jndinations: and accordingly I never f~iled to 
attend in your behalf at every fubfequent meec-

\ 

ing of the fenate. The queftion. however~ did 
not come on till January 1aft: when we carried 
it without much oppofitlOn: tho' 1 found rome 
difficulty in perfuading ~intus Fulius' and the 
reft of your friends ro whom you had written 
upon this fubjetl-, to believe me rather than 
your own letters. 

I had not agreed with Craffus for his hOUle, 
when you wi1hed me joy of the purcha[e: but 
I was fo much encouraged by your congratula­
tions, that I foon aftf"rwards bought it at thirty­
five hundred thoufand fenerees 1. I am now 
therefore [0 deeply involved in debt as to be 

~ One of the tribunes of the people. 
s About 28.000/. Cicero, it is faid, borrowed a con­

rlderable part of this fum from a man whofe callfe h. 
had underta~:-"'to defend. But eloquence was not 11.\ 
):et profeifejll'y venal in Rom:; and it W~ looked upon 

C 3 full 
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A. (J.6g2. fun ripe, you fnuft know, for ~ plot, if any 
~ .' , 

maIecontent will be fo charitabld as to admit 
me into one. But the misfortune is, this fort of 

as highly dlfhonourable for an advocate, not only to re­
ceive any reward, but even a loan of hu chent. Cicero 
there{ore belJ1g publIcly reproached with this tranfaC4on. 
moll: conndently dellled the char~e; declanng at the fame 
time that he had not the le'Ill: Intention of makmg thi.s 
purchafe. However, he foon ,lfterwMds completed hIS bar­
~ain: when beIng taxed In the fenate .vith this unworthy 
aIfehood,.he endeavou.red to laugh It off by telhng hIS 

cenfurer>, that they 71ZUjl /.:.'10W ve,y latle of the world mdeed, 
if tbey ,magmed aJ~y prudr,'t man 'UJould /"aye tlg price of a 
aJmmGdlf)', hy puhitcly a'l'owmg hIS tntenti01/! of huommg a pur­
chafer. It l~ Aulus Grillu> who gIves us this itory, which 
Dr Middleton fuppofes he might h;:ve pIcked up from forne 
fpurious colleEhon of CIcero's Jokes. and many fuch, It is 
certam, were handed about even in CIcero's Ilfe-t1me. 
As evel y reader of taRe and learmng mull: WIlli wdl to the 
moral character "f fo Invaluable an authOl .10 ClCfro. one 
cannot but regret that neIther 1115 own general regard to 
truth, nor the plea of hIS lllgemolls advocate, ["pm fuffi­
Clent to dlfcredlt tIm pIece of feCI et hlitOl y. That CIcero 
was capable of denymg facts, where It was not for hIS 
advantage they fhould be dlfcovered, will appear, perhap<, 
beyond controvf'rlj in the progref, of thefe remarb. In 
the mean tIme a very {hong 1I11tance of thIS may be produ­
ced from one of hIS letter~ to r\ttlcus. CIcero had wntten 
an illvechve agai'1ll: fome perron whofe llltcrefi he had oc­
calion to make ufe of In the alEur of his reltoratIon. This 
piece of fatyr had fiolen INa the world, It feems, WIthout 
his knowledge. but as he never had any formal quarrel 
wiLh the man agamll: whom It was levelled, and as It was 
drawn up ill a fu!e by no means equal to the ufual correCt­
nefs of his performances, It mIght eafily, he te'), Atticus, 
be proved not to have come frum hIS hand. puto po,ffe pro­
/oart non effi mram. The truth of it is, iincrnty does not 
feern to have been the vIrtue upon WhICh CIcero was very 
folhcitous of eftabhfhmg hi.s character. Thus Plutarch 
affures us, tltat our author havmg made a. ~~ech in publIc 
fall of the higheft encomIUms on emuus, he ,lId not fcru­
pIe 11 few days afterwards to reverfe the panegy. :c, and re-

S J.. .. triots~ 
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pa~iot5 are aU t\ifpofed tQ exclude me V~ ~eir \J\.U.~ 
lOCle(y: and VVhilil: I am the averfion o( fome of • 
them as the avowed avenger of confpirades: 
others fufpeCl: that I only plead poverty with ~ 
view of gaining their c;onfigence in order to be-
tray them. They tbink it incredible indeed~ 
that the man who refcued the bags of all the 
ufurers in Rorne from a general attack, lhould 
ever be in dlilrefs for money ~. The uurh of 

rhe matter is, there is enough to be raifed at fix 
per cent: and I have gained this much, by the 

fervices I have done my country, that I am con-
fidered by your money-lenders at leaft, as a good 
man. 

I rouCt not forget to mention that I have 
lately looked over your houfe and buildings, 

a.nd am much pleafed with the improvements 
you are making. 

pre[ent him before the [:tme audience in all the d:l.rkcll: co­
lours of hiS invechve. Cicero bemg rel1.mded upon thu 
occafion of hiS former harangue. very gravely I ephed. " lt 
H was only h, way of an oratorical eA~rci[e. and 1I1 order 
" to try the force of hi, eloquence upon fo bad a fubjeCt" 
..lui. ~cll. Xd442. See Life of Ctc. 1. 259. 8vQ. Ed. 4.1, 
Alt. 111. IZ. Pluto m v,t. l,I<er. 

4 • the chief of. thofe wIlD engaged in Catiline's rebelhon. 
were men of the (ame defperate fortunes as himfelf: 5i!.tll­
£ullqtte bann patria lateravtrat, (fays the hlftorlan of this 
ccnfpiracy) q.ll<uII'flle alm1ulll IS g,"aJl(jf co'{/lavcr{1t. were the 
worthy afi"oclates of Caolme in this infamous enterprize, 
flnd though hbel ty w,\s. as ufual. the pretenCe; the- true 
1I10tlv(' of the;. tat"lIlg up acms was, in order to make WIU' 
PPOI1 tlleirlcditoJ~. SaJ],ij1. Eell. Cat. It. 

C ~ Natwith. 
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Notwithftanding all the world is (enfible that 
Antonius has by no means adted towards me 
with the gratitude he ought, yet it did not pro­
vent me from being his advocate lately in the 
fenate: when by the influence of my authority 
and the force of what I raid, I greatly difpofed 
the houfe in his favour s. I will only add my 
withes, that you would write to me oftener. 
Farewel., 

S The quefiion in this debate probably turned on th~ 
i'ecal of Antomus: ~ 1ueftion, whIch feems either to 
}lave been carried in hIs favour, or to have been dropped 
during a confiderable tune. For it appears hy a letter to 
Attieu£, wmtel1 two years after the date of the preCent. 
that AntOnIus was frill in his gov.ernment: and Dion Caf­
flus a{[ures U~, that he was not brought upon ilis trial till 
the coneulate of C\£far; that lS, not till the year of Rome 
~-r' He was then arraIgned for his ill conduCl in Mace­
donia, and as being concerned hkewI(e 1n Catiltne'~ eonfpi­
racy. ThIs lall artide of the impeachment could not be 
proved; but the truth of it, ne~ertheleCs, was generally 
believed: however he was conviCled of the former, ana con .. 
demned to perpetual banilhment. Cicero appeared a3 his 
advocate upon this occafion: and It was an occafion which 
contributed more, perhaps, than any other to his future 
lXllsfortunes. For lU the warmth of his fpecch he indif­
erectly threw out fome reReC1ions upon C~far. which altho' 
that ~reat mafter of his paffions dId not think proper a~ 
that time openly to refent. It is prohable he ~ver forgave. 
Dion Camus at leafi iJlforms us, that it was upon this ac. 
coant he (ecretIy infiigated Clodius to tl1O(e violent mea. 
fines which foon afterwards terminated ~1l <.::icero's exile, 
.Ali .Alt. ii. 2. Dw xxxvii. See the laft remark on the 
in'ecedmg letter, p. 19-
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LET T E R VI. 

" To TERENTIA, to my deardl: TVLLlA;and 
to my Son 6. 

I F you do not hear from me fo freq,:!entiy as A.U.6gr. 
you might, it is becaufe I can neither write ........ ..." 

to you, nor read your lttters, without falling 
into a greater pallion of t('an. than I am able to 

[upport: for though i am at all times indeed. 
completely miferable, yet I feel my misfortunes 
with a particular fenfibility upon chofe tender 
occafions. 

II Thare is an interval of two years between the date or 
thIs and the foregoing letter; the correfpondence which 
Cicero carried on dunng,the intermediate period being eu~ 
urely loft, except that y,hich he held 'with Atticus. The 
followmg letters to Terenna were written in our author's 
exlie, and will prove either that Cicero was a philofopher 
only lfi (peculation, or that philofophy itfelf pretends to 
mIJre than it has power to perf 01 m. Perhaps they will prove 
hoth. for as on the one hand they dl(cover the moil un· 
manly dejection of fpHit; (0 it is certain, on the other, that 
much weaker mmds have been able with the affill:anc:e of 
hetter princIples, to fupport WIth fortitude far feverer trials. 
Thofe m y, hleh Cicero was at prefent exercifed. were oc­
cafioned by Clodlus; who procured himfelf to be elected 
tribune With the lingle view of deftroying this his avowed 
oldverfary. It has aheady been ob/erved In the fixth remark 
on the tlmd letter of thl~ book. that Cicero, in his conwlate 
had rut to death (orne of the confpirators concerned wltll 
r~atlhne, \\ Ithout any formal trial, and upon nO other autho. 
nty than a decree of the fepate. And it was u~n tbiI 
charge, that Clodius foundel hlS Impeuhment. ClCCro"s 
condu~ upon thh occafion has alfo been arraigned by a late 
very accurate and judiciOUJ hiftorian; and 1t muft be ac­
knowledged thatt as far as we cart be competent jud,e~ 0( 
it at thl~. tf;l}ance from the time and {cene of affiant it 
f~ems to ifYe been attende4 with (ome circanaflancea not 

Olt, 
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TQ;$ LET T E R S BOQK 1. 
Oh! That I had been more indifferent to life! 

OUr days wouki then have bten, if not wholly 
unacquainted with forrow, yet by no means 
thus wretched. However} if any hopes are 
Hill rcferved to us of I eco\ cring fome part at 

leaft of what we luve lofr, I fhall not think 
that I have made altogether fo imprudent a 
choice. But if our prefent f.lte is umlterably 
fixed-Ah! my de.l.ldt Terentia~ if we are ut~ 
terly and for ever abandoned by thofe gods 
whom you have fa religlOui1y adored) and by 
thofe men whom I have fo f.llthfully fen-ed; let 
lue fee you as foon as pollib1e) that I may have 
the fatisfaetion of brearhlJ1g out my lail depart. 
ing figh in your arms. 

I have fpent about a fortn;ght at this place 7, 
with my friend Marcus Flaccus. This worthy 
man dId not [cruple to excrcife the rItes of 
f: iendlhlp and hofpltalrry to\'~;::rds me norwlth.,. 
ft.ndlOg the fevere penJ.ltlcs of that iniqllltou~ 

law againft thofe who fhould venture to give me 
reception i. May lone d,1y have it In my 

Gafily reconcrleable to the principles elther of juIl:ice, 01 
good pohey. See Hooke'; ROIl'. H:Ji. vol.Ul. P 316. 

7 Bru\lddiurn: a rnantllue town 10 the klngdorn of 
Naples, now called BmuiL/i. 'Cicero when he £.1 Il: wllh­
drew from Itome, intended to have retu(;.d mto l:>tClly; but 
beIng clem cd Lntrance by the governor of that liland, he 
Changed 1m dlre&oD, and (arne ~o .Qrundlfium iq I11b way to 
Greece. Pro Plane. 4-0, 41. . 

,. As fooD a.~ Cicero had wIthdrawn from 'C(me, CIo. 
dius procured a law, \\ Inch among other at tide enacted, 
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power to make him a return to theiC: generous A.U.6gs, 
fervices, which I !hall ever moLl: gratefully re- '~> 
member. 

I am juft going to embark, and pllrpofe to 
pars thro' Macedonia in my way to Cyzicum 9. 

And now, my Terentia, thus.wretched and ruined 
as I am, can I intreat you under all that weight 
of pain and farrow with which, 1100 weB know~ 
you are oppreffed, can I intreat you to be the 
parrner and companion of my exile? ~ut mull: 
I then live without you? I know not how to 
reconcile myfelf to that hard condition; unlefs 
your prefence at Rome may be a mean of 
forwardmg my return: if any hopes of that 
kind fhould indeed fubfifl:. But lliould there. 
as I fadI y furrea, be abfolutely none; come to 
me, I conjure you, if it be pomble: for never 
can I think myfelf completely ruined, whilft I 
fl1all enjoy my Terentia's company. But how 
will my dearefr daughter dlfpofe of herfelC? A 
quefiion which you yourfelves muft confider: 
for, as to my own part, I am utterly at a 10fs 
what to advife. At all events, however, th3c 
dear unhappy girl muLl: not take any meafures 

that " no perron fuould prefume to harbour or receive him 
" on p::in of death." Ljfe of Cu. i. 35-4 .. 

1/ A confidel'ahle WWfI in an illand of the Propontis. 
which lay fo dMe to the continent of Aiia as to be joined 
wlth 1t by .l hudge. 

tha~ 
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~U'~)' that may injure her conjugm repo{e I, or affetl: 
~ her'in the good opinion of the world. As for 

my fan-let me not at leaR: be deprived of 
the confolation of folding him for ever in my 
arms. But I muft lay down my pen a few 
moments: my tearsJiow too faft to fuffer me 
to proceed. 

I am under the utmoft folicitude, as I know 
not whether you have been able to preferve any 
part of your efrate, or (what I fadly fear) are 
cruelly robbed of your whole fortune.-I hope 
Pifo t. will always continue, what you reprefent 
him to be, entirely ours.-As to the manumlf­
fIon of the naves; I thmk you have no occafion 
to be uneafy. For with regard to your own, you 
only promifed them their liberty as they fuould 
deferve it: but excepting Orpheus, there are 
none of them that have any great claim to this 
favour. As to mine, I told them, if my eft-ate 
fuould be forfeIted, I would give them their 
freedom, provided I could obtain the confirma­
tion of that grant: but if I preferved my eftate, 
that they' fuould all of them, excepting only a 
few whom I particularly named, remain in their , 

• Tullia was at this time married to CalUs Puo Frugi; 
a young nohl"man of one of the heft families in Rome. 
See remark 9th. on the letter ix, p. 42. of this book. 

~ Cicero's fan-in-law, mentioned in the IrJt note. 

pre(ent 
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prefent condition. But this is ~'matter of little A.U ••• 
r. '- ,.. ... comequence. 

With regard to the advice Y011 give me of 
keeping up my fpirits, in the belief that I thall 
again be reftored to my country; I only wilh. 
that I may have reafon to encourage fo defirable 
an expectation. In the mean time, I am greatly 
miCerable, in the uncertainty when I lhall hear 
from you, or what hand you will find to con­

vey your letters. I would have waited fOr them 
at thIS place j but the mafter of the fhip on 
whic.h I am going to embark, could not be pre~ 
vailed upon to loCe the prefent opportunity of 
falling. 

For the relt, let me conjure you in my turn, 
to bear up under the pretrure of our afflictions 
with as much refolution as pomble. Remember 
that my days have all been honourable; and 
that I now ruffer, not for my crimes, but my 
VIrtues. No, my Terentia, nothing can juftly 
be imputed to me, but that I furvived the 10fs 
of my dIgnities. However, if it was more 
agreeable to our (hildren that I ihould thus live, 
let that refiechon teach us to fubmlt to our mif­
fortunes with chearfulnefs j infupportable as upon 
all other confiderations they would undoubt­

edly be. Bl\t alas> whim I am endeavouring [0 

keep 



.A.U.~. 'kmn up y.otJr fpirits, I am uUedy unable to 
.... t .. ~ -,-1' 

preferve my own! 

, I have fent 'back the faithful Philetrerus: as 
the weaknefs of his eyes made him incapable of 

rendering me any Cervice. Nothmg can equal 
'the good offices I receive from Salluftius. Pef­
eennius hkewife has given me {hong marks of 
his affeCtion: and I hope he will not fall in his 
refpeCl: alfo to you. Sicca promifed to attend 
me in t exile; but he changed .his mind, and 
has left me at this place. 

I in treat you to take all pomble care of your 
health: and be affured, your mlsfortunes 
more fenfiblyaffeCt: me than my own. Adieu, 
my Terentia, thou moft faithful and beft of 
wives! Adleu. And thou my deareft daugh­
ter, together ",ith that other con{olatlon of my 

life, my dear fon, I bid you both moft tenderly 

Farewel. 

Brundilium, 
April the loth. 

LET T E R VII. 

To .TE~ENTIA, to my deareft TULLIA, and 
to my Son. 

!f~MAGINE not, my Terentia, that I write 
11 longer letters to others than t~ yourfelf: be 
affured at leaft, if ever I do, it is merely becaufe 

" thofe 
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thofe I receive from thern requite 'a. more ip!ni- ~:u~ 
cular anfwer. The truth ofit is, I am Illway~ Ut 

a lofs what to write: and as there is 'nothing 'in 
the prefdnt deje&ion of my mind, that I per-
form wIth greater reluCtance in general; fo:l 
never attempt it with regard to yt>U and my 
deareft daughter, that it does not ('oft me 

a flood of tears. For how can I. think of you 
without being pierced with griefin the reflection, 
that I have made thofe completely Tl11ff'rahle, 
wllom 1 ought, and wlfhed, to have rendered 

perfectly happy? And I ihould have rendered 

them [0, if I hau acted with Jefs timidity. 

Pifo's behaviour tow:trds us in this feafon of 

our afflIctions, has greatly endeared him to my 
heart: and I have, as well a3 I was"able in the 

prefent dIfcompofure of my mind, both acknow­

ledged his good offices and exhorted him to con­

tInue them. 

I perceive you depend much upon the new 

tribunes: and if Pompey perfeveres in his J'll'e­
fent difpofition, l' am inclined to think that 
your hopes wIll not be dlfappointed; tho' I 

mufi: confe(~, I have fame frars with refpeCt to 

Craffus. J n the mean while I have the fatif. 
facHon to find, what indeed' I had reafon to 

expef.\:, that ¥ou a5l: w1th great fpirit and tell­

dernefs in 'all my concerns. 'But I lament it 
I 

lbould 



·A.u.~; fhould be my cruel fate to ~pofe you to fo 
............ many calamities, whilft you are thus generoufly 

~ndeavouring to eafe the weight of mine". Be 

afi"ured it was with the utmoft grief I tead the 
account which Publius fent r'le, of the oppro­
brious manner in which you \\'ere dragged from 
the tetnple of Vefta, to the office of Valeri us .... 
Sad reverfe indeed! That thou, the deareft ob­
ject of my fondeil: defirrs, that my Terentia, to 
whom fuch numbers were wont to look up for 

relief, fhould be herfelf a fpellicle of the 
moil: affetl:ing diftrefs! and that J, who have 

faved fo many others from ruin, iliould have 
ruined both myfelf and my family by my own 

jndifcretion ! 
As to what you mention with regarci to the 

Area belonging to my houfe; I fhall never look 

llpon myfelf as reftored to my country, tIll 
that fpot of ground is agam in my paffeffion ~. 

But this is a point that does not depend upon 
ourfelves. Let me rather exprefs my concern 

for what does j and lament that, chftreffed a'i 

4 Terentia had taken fanCillary in the temple of Vdb, 
but was forClbly dragged out from thence by the dueCilOn, 
of Clodius, 10 order [0 be examined at a pubhc office, 
concerning her hulband's e1feCl:s. Mr. R'!!s. 

, After ClocU.us had produced the law againLl Ci<;ero al. 
ready taken notice of, he confecraccd the Area where 
his houfe 1n Rome flood, t~ the perpetlVll [en'lce of reli­
gion. all.d cteClcd a temple upon lt to the gnddefs Libert) • 
J.ffiofC'r.. 

your 
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your circumftances already are, you fhould en­
gage yourfelf in a fhare of thofe expences which 
are incurred upon my account. Be affured, if 
ever r fhould return to Rome, ,r fhall cafil y re­
cover my eftate: but fhouid fortune continue 
to perfecute me ; will you, thou dear unhappy 
woman, will you fondly throwaway in gaining 
friends to a defperate caufe, the laft [canty re­
mains of your broken fortune!>! I conjure you 
then, my deareft Terentia, not to involve your­
felf in any charges of that kind: let them be 
borne by thofe who are able, if they are wIllmg, 
to fupport the weight. In a word, if YOll have 
any aff"ea:ion for me, let not your anxiety upon 
my account, injure your health: which alas! is 
already hue too much impaired. Believe me,. 
you are the perpetual fubjeft of my waking,and 
fleeping thoughts: and as I kuow the affiduity 
you exert in my behalf, I have a thoufand fears 
left your ftrength 1hould not be equal to fo con­
tinued a fatigue. r am fenfible at the fame time, 
that my affairs depend entirely upon your affift­
ance ~ and therefore that they may be attended 
with the fuccers you hope and fo zealoufly en· 
ceavour to obtain, let me earneftly intreat you 
to taIte care of your health. 

I know hO~ whom to write to, unlefs to thofe 
who £lrft write to me, or whom you particularly 
mention in your letters.-As you and Tullia are 

VOL. I. D of 
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,A.U.695' of opinion that I fhould not retreat farther from 
..... ".,...., Italy, I have laid afide that defign. Let me 

hear from you both as often as pomble, particu­
larly if there fhould be any fairer prof pcB: of my 
return. Farewel, ye deareft object~ of my moft 

tender affeCtion, Farewel ! 
Theffaloni(;a 6, ott. the 5th. 

LET T E R VIII. 

To TERENTIA, to my deareft TULLIA, and 
to my Son. 

I Learn by the letters of fevel al of my friends, 
as well as from general report, that you dlf­

cover the greatefr fortitude of mind, and that you 
folicit my affairs with unwearied application. 
Oh, my Terentia, how truly wretched am I, to 
be the occafion of fuch fevere misfortunes to fo 
faithful, fo generous, and fa excellent a woman ! 
And my deareft Tullia too !-That fhe who 
was once fo happy in her father, iliould now 
derive from him fuch bitter farrows! But how 
fhall I exprefs the anguifh I feel for my little 
boy! who became acquainted with grief as foon 
as he was ~apable of any refleCl:ion 7. Had there 
afflictIOns happened, as you tenderly reprefent 
them, by an unavoidable fate, they would have . 

" A city in Macedonla, !lOW called Sa/o71ubr. 
7 Clcero'5 fon W21i at tlus time about eight years of age. 

Manut. 
fJt 
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fat lefs heavy on my heart. But they are alto ... A.U,6gf. 

gether owing CQ my own foUy in imagining' I ~ 
was loved where I was fecretly envied 8, and 
in Rot joining with thofe who were iincerely de-
firous of my friendfhip 9. Had I beeh governed. 
indeed, by my own fentiments; without rely-
ing fo much on thofe of my weak or wicked 
advifers, we might frill, my Terentia, have been 
happy'. However, finee my friends encourage 

• The per funs to whom he alludes are, Hortenlius, Al'­
nus, and others of that party, who (If we may believe CI­
l:cro's ,:omplaints to Attlcus) took advantage of his fears, 
and advtfed him to wlthdraw ftom Rome on purpofe to ruin 
him. But perfons under mlsfortnnes are apt to be fufpici­
au" and are frequently therefore unJult: as Cicero feems to 
have been with refpeCl: to Holtenfius at leafr, who does not 
appear to have merited his reproaches. Ad At!. ill. 9· 14. 
Ad ~ F. i. 3' See Mongault's remarks, vol. u. p. 44. 

" Ca:far and Crafi'us frequently folhwed CIcero to unite 
}umfelf LO their party, promlling to pro tea him from the 
()utrllges of ClodlUS. prOVided he would fall in with theIr 
meafures. Life of C,c. i. 288. 315, 8vo. Ed. 

• Cicero is perpetually reproaclung himfelf in thefe let­
ters to Terentia, and In thofe wluch he wrote at the fame 
time to Atticus, for not having taken up anns and refo­
lutely wuhll:ood the vlOlences of Clodius, He afterwards 
however In feveral of his fpeel:hes made a merit of what he 
here fo fhongly condemm, and partll:ularly in that for Sex­
tlUS he appeals to Heaven in the moll: {olemn manner, that 
} e fubmItted to a voluntary exile in ordel to {pare the blood 
0' his fellow-ciuzens and preferve the public tranqwlllty. 
'Yt. te,patrza. tejfor, (fays he) et'llOS, pmatn PaJt"'llit DlI~ 
me 'Veflrarmn ftdum temp!(JTU11/que ca¢, me prorer jaluttm me· 
Hum czv(um, 'lUte 1111hz femptr fiJlt mea can or '1.Jtta, dmltcatl_ 
omm c&'dem'iue fugzffi. But Cicero's vcracuy in this folemn 
afl'everation, {eema lIable to be Jut1:ly quell:lOned. It IS cer­
t'lID that he once e;tertalOt:d a defign of takUlg up arms in 
hiS own defence: and the lingle motIVe that appears to 
h,we deternun.:d him in the chang!! of till'S r(i'oluuun was . . 

D2 me 
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A.U.695' me to hope, i will endeavour to reftrain my gr:ef' 
'-w -' left the effeCt it may have upon my health fuould 

his finding himfelf moll: perfidioufly deferted by fompe) , 
SI-fjuifquamfuiffit (fays he in a letter to Atticus) 'iu; m~ 
PDlllpelt mJnus lzberal, rrJponJo per/err. tu"" a turpdlimo cou­
fiho revocaret ;-aut occuhw.iJem h01"jie, aut 'VIc/ores hodze 'Vz­
'fIer'11fIlS, iii. 15. Dion Caffiu~ afferts, that CIcero, notwith­
fianding this unexpeCted deferhon of Pompey; was prepar­
ing to put hlmfelf in a pollure of defence; but that Cato 
and Hortenfius would not fuffer him to execute his purpofe: 
17r'x"e~"" /1-" 07rAO'l ae .. .,.9a" ".,1\1./911; d'l./7ro 7'1 Til KaTo,o, Yo," 
'Til Og'T""'Ib', &c. Lib. 38. Perhap.> till' author m<ly be mlf­
taken as to his havin); aCtually made any formal prepdra­
tions of this kmd. but that he had It in his intentions, 
feems clear beyond all reafonab1e cbntradll:'hon. The 
French hill:onan of our 'luthor'; bamfument has relied, 
therefore, too much upon Cleero's pompoLs pr:>fefiiOns 
after his return, when he maintains that nothmg could be 
farther from hi, thoughts than a fenou5 Oppoutlon. HzJl. de 
l' ,xli de Clcer. p. 148. The contrary appears mo.l: <!vIdently 
to have been the caf,,; and that the patriot-motive which 
he fo often allign, in hlS fubfequem oratlOn:. for leavmg 
his Country, was merely an after-thought anu the plaufihle: 
colOUring of artful eloquence. Why ~11t') il may be aflted, 
is there not the leaft hint of 2ny fu _~l generous princlp!e 
Clf his conduCt, in all the letters he '" r, ,e darIng thIs pe­
liod I Why elfe, is he perpetually reproachmg ills friend, 
for having fulfered hIm to take that mcafure? And why. 
in a word, dOe6 he call it, as 10 the paffagc above-cited, 
!tt,Jl/Jimum m:fillum, the elfeCt of a moll ignommious refo­
lution 1 :But "ele it to be admItted iliat a regard to IIi;! 
<:Quntry determmed hIm to wIthdraw from it; full howev,'r 
)le could not WIth any degree of truth. boatl: of his patlIo­
tIfro upon that occafion: for the moll partlal of his 2<ho­
cate, rnuft acknowledge, that he no fooner executed thi; 
Iefoluuon, than he hearuly repented of it. The truth IS, 

how unwllhng foever he might be to ha<:ard the peace of 
hiS cOllntry In maintaming Ius poil, i.e was ready to re­
nounce alllendernef, of that kind in recovering tt; and h" 
«xprcfsJ)' defires Atttcus to raife the ttlqb In 1115 favour, if 
there were any hopei of makmg a fuccef;ful puih for Ju~ 
reitoration - 0, 0. tr !'t, ji quit! !pes ent p'?ffi jfudm IlDIiol "17;" 
RIlBontRt&, roukltudine comparata, rl'm cO"fi'" de. opert<lli ut 
'11110 1111felll /,fifrmgalltl. Ad. Att. Ul. :3. 
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difappoil1t your tender efforts for my reftoration. A.U.69$-­

I am fenfible at the fame time, of the many dif. ~ 
ficulties that muO: he conquered ere that point 
lan be effected: and that it would have been 
much eafier to have maintained my poft, than 
it IS to ~cover it. N everthelefs, if all the tri-
bunes are in my intereft; if Lentulus is really 
as zealous in my caufe as he appears; and if 
Pompey and Crefar likewife concur with him in 
the fame views, I ought not, moft certainly, to 
defpair. 

With regard to our naves; I am willing to 
ad: as our friends, you tell me, advife. As to. 

your concern in refpea: to the plague which 
broke out here; it is entirely ceafed ~ and I had 
the good fortune to efcape all infection.. How­
ever, it was my defire to have changed my pre. 
fent fituation for rome more retired place in Epi­
rus, where I might be fecure from Pifo and his 
(oldiers~. But the obliging Plancius was un-

1. LuciUS Calphurnius Pifo, who was conful this year 
with Gabinius. They were both the profefied enemies of 
CIcero, and fupported Cltxhus in his vIOlent meafures. The 
province of Macedonia had fallen to the former, and he was. 
,lOW preparing to fet out for hls government, where hIS 
troops were dally arriving. Cicero has delineated the cha­
ratters a~ large of thefe confuls in feveral of his orations: 
but he. has in two words gIVen the moil: odious piCture of 
them that, exafperated eloquence perhaps ever drew. where 
he calls them dNO.relpuJ,lzc4 partenfa DC ptenf jutVra: an ex­
preluon for which mode"n language can furmfu DO equi­
valent. De prDv. con/rd • . See remark :u. p. IZ4 of this vol. 
and remark z. p. lCZ. voL z. ' 

D 3 willing 
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A.U.695. willing to part with me; and frill indeed detains 
.......--

.. me here in the hope that we may return to-
gether to Rome t. If ever I 1hauld lIve to fee 

that happy day; if ever I {bauld be reftared to my 
Terentia, to my ch1ldren and to myfelf, I {hall 
think. all the tender fallicitudes we have fuffered 

during this fad feparation, a.bundantly repaid. 
Nothing call exceed the affeCtIon and huma­

pity of Pifo's'" behaviour towards everyone of 

us: and I willi he may receive from it as much 
fatisfaCtion, as I arn perfuaded he will honour • 
..-1 WClS far from intending to blame you with 
refpect to my brother: but it 1S much my defire .. 
cfpecially as there are fo few of you, that you 
fhould live together in the mof!: perfeCt harmony. 

-I have made my acknowledgment" wilere YOLl 

clefired, and acquain.ted the perfons you me-ntion, 
that you had informed me of their fervices. 

As to the eitate you propore to fell; alas! 

my dear Terentia, think well of the confequence: 
think what would become of our unhappy 

boy, fuould fortune frill continue co perfecut~ 

us. But my eyes ftream too faft to (uffer me to 

add more: nor would I draw the fame tender 
flood from yours. I will only fay) that if my 

:3 Plancius was at this time ~reftor in Macedonia, and 
~lh~gu~ed himfelf by many generous pffices to Cicero 
1n hi5 eXlle. J>I'D Pi nne. pqffim. See remark!. on Jetter z. 
D. viIi . 

.. Cicero's fon-in.law. 

fden< 
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friends £hould not defert me, I {hall be in no 
ddhefs for money: and if they £hould, the mo­
nf'y you can raife by the fale of this eftate will 
lIttle avail. I conjure you then by all our mi{­
fortunes, let us not abfolutely ruin our poor 
boy, who is well-nigh totally undone already. 
If we can but ralfe him above indigence, a mo­
cerate {hare of good fortune and merit will be 
fufficient to open his way to whatever elfe we 
can willi him to obtain. Take care of your 
health, and let me know by an exprefs how 
your negotiations proceed, and how affairs in 
general ftand.-My fate muft now be foon de­
termined. I tenderly fuIute my [on a.nd daugh ... 
rer, and bid you all Farewel. 

DyrrachHlm 5, 

Nov,'mber z6, 

P. S. I came hither not only as it is a free 
city', and much in my intereft, but as it is fi .. 
t\lared hkewife near Italy 6. But if I fhould find 
any inconvenience from its being a town offuch 
great ref,)rt, I lhall remove elfew~ere1 and give 
you due notice. 

, A city in Macedonia, now called Dura')jJto, in the: 
Turkl!h domimons. 'fhi, letter, tho' dated from Dyrra­
chlUm, appear~ to have been wholly wiitten except the poi­
fcnpt. a.t The1Taloruca. 

a Th~t IS, a cHy which had' the privilegE'. tho' in th~ 
d(hlJnions of the .Roman repabhc, to be governed by its 
own laws. 

II Belides the reafons here rnentroned. there was another 
.. nd much [tronger which mdtlced Cicero to leave Thelialo-
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LET T E R IX. 

To TERENTIA. 

Boox. I" ., 

J\.U .695' I Received three letters fro'Tl you by the hand$ 
,Loa ....-=-' ,of Arifi:ocritQs, and have wept over them 

till they are almoft defaced with my tears. Ah! 
my Terentia) I am worn out with grief: nor 
do my own perfonal misfornmes more feverely 
tort\.lre my mind, than thore with which you and 
my children are oppretTed. Unhappy indeed, 
as you are, I am £till infinitely mare fo; as 
our common affliCtions are attended with this 
aggravating t:ircumftance to myfelf, that they 
are juftIy to be' imputed to my imprudence 
alone. I ought, moft: \.Indoubtedly, t>ither to 
have avoided the danger by accepting the com­
minion 7 whIch was offered me; or to have 
repelled force by force, or bravely to have pe­
Tithed in the attempt. Whereas nothing could 
have been more unworthy of my character, or 
more pregnant with mifery than the [chemo;: I 

nica' fur he had received mtelligence that Pifo's troops we!'e 
a'1:>PToaclung towards that Clty. Ad Aft. in. :n. 

1 As Jt .mfwered C:efar's purpofes eit1~·-r to gain Cicero, 
or to rum hlm, he artfully l.ud hIS m~afures for both. Anq 
accOldmgly, after hanng udligated Clodills to purfue CI­
cero, he off, red to take hIm mto Gaul m the quality of his 
lieuten.mt, as a means vf protechng hIm from L'1.at venge. 
ance he had fecretly Imhmed. But Clcero being more dlf. 
pvfed to try his fhength wlth his adverfary, Imprudently 
declined the propofal. Dlo, XXXVll. AJ. Alt. 11. 18,. 19. 

ha\:~ 
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have pUlfued 8. I am overwhelmed therefore~ 

not only with farrow, b\lt with f'hame; yes, tn1 
Terentia, I blulh to reflea: that l did not exert 
~hat fpirit I ought for the fake of fa excel ... 
lent a wife and fuch amiable children. The 
diftrefs in which you are all equally involved, 
and your own ill fiate of health in par. 
ricular, are ever in my thoughts: as I have 
the mortification at the fame time to ob· 
[erve, that there appear but Gender hopes of 
my being recalled. My enemies, in truth, 
are many j while thofe who are jealous of me 
are aimoft innumerable: and tho' they found 
great difficulry in dnvmg me from my coun­
try, it WIll be extremely eafy for them to pre­
vent my return. However, as long as you 
have any h<3pes that my reftoration may be ef­
fected, I will not ccafe to ca-oper.lte with your 
endeavours for that purpofe j len: my weaknefa 
Should (eem upon all occafions to fruftrate every 
mea[urt in my (.ivour. In the mean while, my 
perfon (for which you are fa tenderly concern­
ed) i~ 1ecure from all danger: as in truth 1 
am fa completely wretched, that e\'en my ene­
m.es themfelves muil: with, in mere mahce, to 
pre1er-ve my life. N everthelefs, I fuall not fail 
~o obferve the caution you kindly give me. 

• See remark 1 on the precedlng letter. 

1 haVe" 



THE LETTERS BOOK I. 

I have fent my acknowledgments by Dexip­

pus to the per[ons you defired me, and men­

tioned at the fame time, that you had informed 

me of their good offices. I am perfeaIy fen­
fible of ij10fe which Plfo exerts towards us with 

fo uncommon a zeal: 2nd mdeed It is a circum­

france whICh all the world fpeaks of to his ho­
Jlour. Heaven grant I may live to enjoy with 

you and our chIldren, the common happinefs of 
fo valuable a relation 'i ! 

The only hope I have now left, arifes from. 

the new tribunes, :.md that too depends upon 

the fteps they fr1all take in the commencement 
@[ their omce; for 1[ they iliouJd poftpone my 
affair, I iliall give up all expectations of its ever 

being effected. Accordingly I have difpatc..hed 
AnHocrltus, that you may fend me immedIate 
notice of the firft meafures they iliall pur[ue~ 

together with the general plan upon which they 

propofe to conduct themfelves. I have hke-

<;> He hd the grC':tt misfortune to be dlfappomted of 
thiS willi. for P,io tlu:,d I\)\'il 1tl('r this letter was ,wItten. 
CJceTO mentIOns hIm 1'1 feve'ral parts of hl'o wrmrgs. Wilh 
the hlghefi: gratitude and dteem. He reprefents Inm as a 
yeung Nobleman, of thl' gl carefi: t,,\ents ami aprlIcation, 
who devol€<! illS whole fI"le to the lInprQvemc.)t& of .15 

mmd, ard the cxcIClf~ of e], qutncc; a; Oil.: wllofe mOlal 
quahficatlons we~e no It'f, extraord!11ary than hI> intellec­
tllJJ, :lnd 10 !hOlt a, polfelf,d of every a.ccomph!hmem and, 
every vIrtue that could emtear hIDl to hrs hl"nds, to his 
famIly, and to the pubhc. l',r Sexl. 31. D(c!m.orator,. 271 • 
.At: ~ln'£s, Ill. 

witt. 
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wife ordered Dexippus to rcnurn to me with all A,U.69$. 
expedition, and have written to my brother .to \.-.,-.I 
requeft he would give me frequent information 
in what manner affairs proceed. I t is with a 
view of receiving the eailieft intelligence from 
Rome~ that I continue at Dyrraehium; a place. 
where I can remain in perfeCt feeurity, as I have; 
lIpan all oecaGons dlftinguifued this city by my 
particular patronage. However, as foon as I fhall 
receive intimation that my enemies I are approach-
ing, it is my refolution to retire into EplrUl>. 

In anf wer to your tender propofal of ae<:om ... 
panying me in my exile; I rather choofe you 
Ihould continue in Rome; as I am fenfible it 
is upon you, that the principal burthen of my 
affaIrs muft reft. If your generous negotiations 
fhould fucceed; my return will prevent the ne­
Cemty of that journey: if otherwife--But I 
need not add the reft. The next letter I fuall 
receive from you, or at moft the fubfequent one, 
Will determine me in what manner to act. In 
the mean time I defire you would give me a. 
full and faIthful information how things go on : 
t.10ugh indeed I have now more reafon to expect: 
the final refult of t':lis aB:air, than an account of 
its progrefs. 

l The troop$ of Pi{O. See remark %. on the former 
letter. 
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Take care of your health I conjure you j af­
futmg yO~lrrelf that you are, as you ever have 
been, the objeCt: of my rondeft willies. Fare .. 

wei, my dear T erentla! I fee you fo ftrongly 
before me whilft I am writmg, that I am utterly 

fpent with the tear~ ~ have filed. Once morel. 
J;~arewel a. 

Dyrrachium" 
~O\' the 30th. 

• n This great man, \\' 1.0 had heen the faviour of hiSf 
-, country, who had feared, 10 the fupport of that caufe, nei­
.. thn the lI1fults of a defperate paJ ty, nor the daggers of 
It aiTaffim; when he came to fuifer for the faMe caufe, funk 
.. und~r the weight. He ddhonoured tha: banlJhment 
" whIch ll~dulgent Providence meant to be the means of len­
<l dCllng his glory complete. Uncenain where ,he fuould 
" go, or what he fhould do, fearful a~ a woman, and fro­
" ward as a child, he lamented the lofs of hIS rar:-. of his 
.< riches, and of hIS fplendid popularity. His .. Ioquence 
.. ferved only to pamt his mifery 1ll ftrongcf cDbl'rs He 
•• wept over the rums of his fine houfe, winch CloclUs had 
• demohihed: and hys feparation from TerentIa, whom he 
"' repudiated not long afterwards, wa~ perh<!p5 an aith[bon 
.. to hlln at tim time. Every thing becOUll'S llltolerahJe to 
" t.11e man who is cnle fubdul'd by gnef. He regrets what 
or he took no ple::tfure l:l enjoying, and, ovedoJ.ded alrea 1)" 
"he ilinnks at the weIght of a feather. ClCCIO'S beha­
~ ,,:iour, 10 /hort, was fuch that hiS fnend" a~ well as his 
r. enemies, belle. ed h;M to have loft hiS fenres. exfar be­
"' held, ",uh a fet:'et famfachon, the man, who had I efufed. 
.. to be hiS lIeutenant, weeplI1g under the rod of Clodlus • 
.. Pompey hoped to find (orne excurt! for his own ingratl­
.. tude In the contempt which the fnend. whom he had 
Cf abandoned, expcfed hllI",felf to. 'Nay Attlcus judged him 
Ir too nearly attached to IllS former fortune, and reproach • 
.. eo him for It Atncu>, even Atucus blufhed fe-r Tully, 
.. and the molt plauflble man ahve aiTumed the ityle cf 
II Cato." BeI'''g. Rif,.t .. a,l EXile. p. ::5'1' 

LET-
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LETTER X. 

To U!!INTUS ME'tELLUS NiPOS, the Con[ul\ 

T HE letters I received both from my bro­
ther and my friend Atticus ftrongly en­

couraged me co. hope, that you were not lefs 
difpofed than your collegue to favour my recall. 
In confequence of this perfuafion, I immediately 
wrote to you in terms fl1itable to my prefcnr 
unfortunate circumftailces: acknowledging my 
grateful fenfe of your generous intentions, and 
intreatmg your future affiftance. But I after­
wards learned) nbt indeed fa much by any hint 
of this kind from my friends, as from the re­
port of thofe who paIred this way, that you did 
nor continue in the fame favourable fentiments 1 : 

for which reafon I would not venture to lmpor­
tune you any farther. My brother however, 
having tranfmitted me a copy of the fpeedl 

.. This is the fame perron, who, when he was tribum.", 
gave occafion by IDS 1l1-treatnif.Dt of Clccro, to the fcconi 
alld third letter:. of thls book. Be wa~ nolY conful wuh 
FUbliu5 Cotnehu5 Lentului. 

l Whllfi: the fnends of CicerO" were I''{ening their endea­
VOLrs to procure hlS refi:orabon, Clodius wa" oppofir.g their 
deflgru; h} every method of artifice ann vlOlenle. in which 
~ .was plOtecred by MetelltJs, llotwithftandl1'~ he had gIven 
Intlmatlons of a dlfpofitlon to favour CIcero's li!terell:. Ltjl 
'if Clc,i. f08. i"'Q, Edit 

you 
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A.,U.GgG. you lately made in the fenate, I found it ani­
~ m~ted with fuch a fpirit of candour and mode ... 

ration, that I was induced to write to you once 
mote. Let me earneftly requeft you then to 
confider rather the interei1:s tho n the paffions of 
your family\ left by falling in with their unjuft 
and cruel oppofition to me, you fhould open a 
way by which they themfelves may be opprdfed 
in their turn. ts it pollible, indeed, that you, 
who gained fuch a glorious conqueft over your­
felf as to facrifice your own private enmities $ 

to the welfare of the republic, fhould be pre­
vailed upon to add ftrength to a refentment il1 
others l',hich evidently tends to its deftruction? 
If you think proper then to afFord me your af­
fii1:ance in this conjuncture, you may, upon all 
occafions, depend on my utmofr fervices in 
return. On the other hand, fhould that lawlefs 
violence, which has wounded the commonwealth 
through my fide, be fuffered frill to prevail; it 

4 Clodius was coufin to Metellus. Pofl rd. In /en. 10. 

5 The firft fiep that Lentulus took when he entered upon 
the admuufl:ratlon of hIS office, was to move the fenate 
that Cicero might be recalled. Upon which occafion his 
collegut! Metellus made the conceffion to which Ciceto feern5 
here to allude; declanng that he wa~ wuling to facnlice 
his prIvate refentmellt againll: Cicero,; to the general inc1i­
natlOns of the [ellate and the people. Neverthelefs, he fhll 
contmued to fupport Clodius, as has been alteady obferved 
~n the note above. P,o Serf. 3%. po/f Jed. w fin. iv. See 
t()R1ar\r.. 2b. on letter 1 i. p. 178. B. ii. 

imports 
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imports you to refiect, whether if you 1hould A.U.6gf. 

hereafter be inclined to recall the opportunity '--v--oI 

of preferving our general hperties, you will not 
have the misfortune of find1ng it much too late 6. 

Farewel. 

LET T E R :Xl. 

I Have been attacked with a diforder in my 
bowels, which continued with great violf'nce 

during ten days: but as it was not atrendt'd 
with a fever, I could not perfuade thofe who 
had occafion for my fervlct"s, that I was really 

6 Notwithl1:anding that Pompey, Czdar, 2n3 mdeed aU 
the {lrincIpal pelf 011' of the repubhc now conumcu. ill f..i­
vounng Llcera's rctu:ll, yet the PJacl/c.c' of L.I'dlU' pra­
vented a deerel' for that purpot~, till the III il: of J un,', 
Nor was It till the 4th of Augufi folIowmg that (, IJ de­
cree palft.d IntO a genelallaw. m confeqc.(!.l''' of 1\ Inch. 
CIcero foon ..tfterwards made hl;, tnurnphant Lllc,y 1".'0 

Rome. MetdlLls Jomed in procunng tfllS d.:crec a Cha!l~'" 
of fentiments, wj,l(.h LICCTO ImpLltcd to a moll p"lh~llC 
fptech WhlCh Scr\l\1LIs Hauncus .1,111 trtd III the fLnJ.t~ 
upon tillS o(.cafion, and whIch fo fottened Met.:!tLl', i­
feerns, "that he melted illto tears. BLlt the true c:lUft b 

more probably to be afcnbed to the h1fiuucc of Ca:fJ.r and 
Pompey: who, in order to mortify Clodl'ls, who[~ po"" er 
now began to be troublc[omr- to then1 , thoLlE,ht It COI1YC­

Dlent for their purpofe, that ClC':I,) lhoulu be reltored. Pri 
Sext. 31. 62,. Ad :<:!rr. /. 

a GallLls 15 only kno\\ n by thr '( or fOllr letters v. h1.;h 
Cicero has adJrelfed to hun. bon ..... hdl ho, .. ever. no­
thing parttcular can be colIdleJ concc;"ldg !J" hiaor) or 
,aar~der. 
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A.U.696. lndifpofed. 1n order therefore to avoid theit 
~ importunities, I retired to Tufculamvn; h2.vmg 

obfcrved fo ftriCt: an abftinene . .: f0f I \HI llays 

before, as not to have t'1j1:~.! C'/e'D 1. ll.lup of 

water. Iteduced th( n as i .m) by ~'1; lllners. 
and my fafting, I had more reaiull \.0 h' 'Ft for a 
vifit from you, than co imagine }OU expeCted one 

fj"OlTI me. 
Diftempel s of every kind I greatly dread; 

but particularly of [hat fort for whic.h the Stoics 
have tenfured yout favourIte Epicurus, where 
he complains b of being viol~ntly affiitted 
With the dyfentery and the ftrangury: as 
th« fotrrler, they afi"ert, is the confeq uence of 
table indulgencies, and the latter of a more 
fuameful intemperance. I had indeed gteat rea':' 
fon to appreh~nd a dyfentery: but whether it 
be from change of aIr, or a relaxation frort' bu­
finefs, or that the diftemper had aImoft fpent 
itfelf, I know not; but I am fOlnewhat better 
{inee I came hither. You will wonder per­
haps what excdfes I have been gutltJl, of, td 
bring upon rnyfelf this dlfotder. I rnuft in­
form you then, that lowe it to the frugal regula 

b In a letter which lIe wrote during his Iaft ficknefs: II 
tranfiatlon of which is given liS by CIcero, m his treau[e D. 
amltus, Ii. 31. 

bons 
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tions of thf; fumptuary law c. The produCts of A U.696. 

the earth being excepted out of the reftriB::i~ns ~ '~ 
of that act; our elegant eaters, in order to 
bring vegetables into fafhion, have found out 
a method of dreffing them j-n fo high a fane, 
that nothing can be more palatable. 1t was im­
mediately after having eaten very freely of a 
dilh of this fortj at the inauguration feaft of 
Lentulus d, that I was feized with a diarrhcea 
which has never ceafed till this day. Thus you 
fee, that I who have withftood all the tempta-
tions that the nobleft lamprys arid oHlers could 
throw in my 'Way, have at laft beeh over-
powered by paltry beets and mallows: but it has 
taught me however to be more cautious for the 
future. As Anicius found me in one of my fick 
fits, you Aluft undoubtedly have heard of my 
illnefs: I was in hopes therefore you would not 
have contented yourfelf with inquiring after my 
welfare, but would have given me the 1atif-

C Manutius conjectures, that the law alluded to, is one 
which is afcribed by Aulus Gelhus to Marcus Ltcmiu5 Craf­
(us, allc;i whtch paIred m the year of Rome 643- By thts 
lawflie expences of the [able were regulated both in regard 
t>J'"ordinary and extraordmary occafions, Wlth the expref$ 

'cxce,Ption mentloned by Clcero in the next [entenee, co~­
ccrmng the arttcle of vegetables. r,d. Aul. GeN. U. 24. 

d He Was fon of Publius Cornelius Lentulus, one of the 
tonfu~ of the prefent year; tQ whom the next letter and 
feverorl of the followmg ones in lh.ts and the fubfequent 
book are written. He gave this entertait.ment, on oc~afi0\1 of 
his beirtg choren a Illember of the college of Au~urs. Manz.!. 

VOl.. 1. E faaion 
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A U.696. faCtion of a villt. I purpofe to continue here, 
I 

~ -' till 1 1hall have re-eftabhfhed my health: for I 
am extremely weakened and emaciated. But if 
I ~an once get the better of my d~forder, I hope 
1 1hall find no difficulty in re :overing all the 
reft. Farewel. 

LET T E R XII. 

To PUBLIUS LENTULUS, Proconful I. 

I Find it much. eafier to fatisfy the world than 
myfelf in thofe tacred offices of friendihip 

I exert in your behalf. Numberlefs indeed 

1 Publius Lentulus was conful together wit:l ~intu~ 
Metellus Nepos, A. U. 696, the year before thls letter was 
wmten. During his admimllratlOn of that office, he diibn­
guilhed himfelf by hIS zeal m promoting Cieere's recall 
from bamlhment: which, after many dlf1icull!(~~~ thrown In 

the way by Clodiu5, he at length effcaed. At the ex­
piration of hiS confulate he fucc.:edcd to the govcr'1mf'nt 
of Cliicid, one of the moll conflllerable provlllces mAfia 
mmor, now called Carmania: and the followmg cO"lef 
pendence ",as carried on with him whllll he continued in 
that provlllce. C~far had upon many important occafiolls 
given him very figna1 mft,mces of his fncndlhip, par­
ticularly in gamIng him an entrance mtO the pontIfical 
college; in procunng him the prOVlllce of lower Spain 
after he had pafTed through the office of pr.uD'. ; and by 
affilhng hlm ill obtainIng rile confullhip. Yet thel.' obli­
gatIOns were Hot fo pow.frful 111 the fentiments of V'n­
tulus, as to fuperfede thofe more lmpOrtant ones which 1\", 
owed to his country. Accordmgly he oppofed the ille:; ~\ 
and dangerous demands of Ca;:far, Wltt. great warmth and 
indignation m the fenate. and upon the breakmg out of the 
ciVll war, Joined hlmfelf with Pompey. He Readily perfe­
vered in followin~ the caufe and the fortune of that un­
happy chief, nownthftanding Ca:far generoully gave him his 

arc 
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a.re the obligations you have conferred upon me : 
and as you perfevered with unwear'ed zeal tin 
you had effected my recall froili exile; I efteem 
it the greaten mortification of my life, tf'lil I 
cannot act in your affairs with the fame fuccefs. 
The tli.lth is, Ammonius, who refides here as 
Ambaifador from Ptolemy', defeats all my 

lIfe and his lIberty. when he fell into his hands upon the 
fvrrender of CorntHum. For it appears by a letter in this 
collechon. that he was afterwards at the battle of Phar­
faha, from whence he Red with Pompey to Rhodes: and 
thIS JS the fartheft we call trace hIm. He is mentioned 
by Cicero among the celebrated orators of hIs age: though 
hIS merit of thIS kind was. it feems. more owing to liis 
acquired, than hIS natural talen.ts. " CfEj. B. C. i. PI",t. Z1I 

C-ej Cle. tp. F am. Xli. J 4. Cu. de opt. gen. d,e. 
2 Kmg of EgYtlt. and father of the celebrated Cleopa­

tra. He wa, fUlnamed Auletc!) in allufion to his {kill in 
playmg Upon a certain mufical mftrument called by the 
Creeks .I1",/os, The title of this prince to his throne being 
precanous, he found means, by the intereft of Ca:far ana 
Pompey; to be declared an ally of the Roman repubhc; 
about twO years before the date of this letter: for which 
piece of fervlce they were to rcceive no lefs a reward th:..n 
one mIllion one hundred fixty-two thoufand nve hundred 
pounds. The heavy taxes Ptolemy was obhged to impofe 
111 order to ralfe thb Immenfe tribute, together with other 
acts of tyranny and oppreffion. occafioned fuch a general 
d&ontent among his people, that they took up arms and 
drov,-tiun out of Egypt. In this eXigency he had recourfe 
tojlt~ .republIc. in Virtue (JIf the alhance Juft mentioned. 
~lS fubJeets hkewife fent an embalTy to Rome, compofed 
of an hundred of their principal cuizens, to plead their 
caufe before the fenate: but Ptolemy having notice of this 
deputation, proc\lfl;d part of them to be affidIinated on their 
way tJumer; others as foon as they arrived; and the reft 
he filenced, by propff applications tq their fears,- and 
their avarice. ThlS, tGgether with his immenfe 3'Ild open 
profufions among the vc:nal part of the republiC', rendered 
~ generally dctefted at Rome; infomuch that notWlth-

E 1 fcheroes, 

~T 

A.U.&J7. 
4r..r'., .... 
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A.U.697. fchemes, by the moft fhamekfs and avowtd 
• • J 
- P tiribery: and he is fupplied with money for this 

purpafe, from the fame quarter as when you 
were in Rome. The party in the king's in- . 
tereft, (tho' their number, it muft be owned, is I 

inconfiderable) are all defirous that Pompey 
may be employed to re-inftate him in rus do­
minIOns. The fenate, on the other hand, fall 
in with the pretended oracle J; not indeed as 
fianding he was zealoufly fupported by }>ompey, who actu~ 
ally obtained a decree in hH favour, yet the oppofition was 
fo llrong, that the fenate after vanous debates, thought 
proper to let the alfair wholly drop. His laft refource 
therefore was, to apply himfelf to Gabinius, proconful of 
Syria. Accordingly Gabiruus, upon the pronufe of 10,000 

td.lents, and at the recommendation of Pompey, boldly un­
dertook, and eff'ected, his reftoratioD. WIthout being autho­
rired by any legal commiffion for that purpofe. D,D. xxxix. 
L"v, Eptt. 105. Cu. Orat. t1J Pifon. See rem:lrk 7· p. 96. 
of this vol. 

l Cams Cato, a relation of the celebrated M. Portius 
Cato who kIlled himfelf at Utica, was in the number of 
thofe who moll: ftrenuoufly oppofed the reft-oration of Ptole­
my. He was a young man of a turbulent and. enterprifing 
difpofition, which he fupported With fome degree of elo­
quence. This at leall: is the character whIch FeneHella 
gives of him, as that annahft is cited by Nomus: but If 
~e was never engaged in an oppofition lefs reafonable than 
the prefent, Hlftory has not done him juftice Among 
other expedients whIch he employed to obftruCl the" ~efigns 
of thofe who favoored Ptolemy, he had recourfe to .t .,ro­
phecy which he pretended to have found in .he SIbyir;"e 
books; and which contained a fevere denU[.cIation again~ 
the fiate, if the Romans afitited a king of Egypt wtfh 
theIr troops in lecovering his throne. ThiS had In fome 
meafure its de fired effeCt: for the fenate (which in gene­
ral was in the fame fentiments as to this pomt with Cato) 
voted it dangerous to the interefts of the repubhc to em­
ploy any force in favour of Ptolemy. 

giving 
t 
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Hiving any credit to its predictions, but as being A.U·~1. 
in general ill-inclined to this prince, and de- Loor-o. ~ 
tdl:ing his moft corrupt praaices. In the mean 
while, I omit no opporrunity of admoniiliing 
Pampey with great freedom, and conjuring 
him not to aCl: fuch a part in this affair, as would 
caft the deepeft ftain- upon his charaaer. I 
muft do him the juftice at the fame time to 
acknowledge, that fa far as his own conduCl 
is concerned, there does not appear the leaft 
foundation for any remonftrances of this fort. 
On the contrary, he is perpetually expreffing 
the higheft zeal for your intereft: and he lately 
fupported it in the {enace, with the utmoft force 
of eloquence and the ftrongeft profeffions of 
friendfuip. Marcellinus"', I need not tell you, 
is a good deal difpleafed at your folliciting this 

The Sibyls were certain fuppofed prophetelfes. concern­
ing whom there is great variety of opinions; hi£lorians 
being by no means agreed as to their number, their 
couni:ry. or the age in whicll they lived. Thore who are 
inc1med to read a very ridiculous flory. may find an ac­
COunt in AuJus Gelhus of the manner by which the Ro­
mans ~_'faid to have polfdr.:d themfelves of thek: oracular 
wri " gs. There prophecies were carefully depofited in the 

pitol. and confulted upon certain extraordinary occa­
lions. There are fome ancient wriungs frill extant which 
pafs under the name of the Sibylline oracles: but there 
oracles " feem to have been all, from firft to !aft. and 
:~ Wlth;"ut any exception. mere impoftures'" Ad ~ Fral. 
II. 2 • .Au!. Ge/l. i. I g. J~rtl1l' I remarls 1m Eu/if. Hlji.-p. 
284. 

• One of the prefent confuls. 

E 3 ~om .. 
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AU.,691- commiffion, in all other refped:sJ I dare vento{~. 
to· fay, he wIll very ftrenuoufly promote your. 
intereft. We mull: be contented to take him in 
his own way! for I perceive it is impoffible to 
diffuade him from propofing that the injuncbons 
of the oracle fuall be complied with. And in 
fact, he has already made feve-ral motions to that 

purpofe. 
I wrote this el\.rly on the I Jth: ap-d I will now 

give you an account of what has hitherto palfed 
in the fenate. Both Hortenfius and Lucullus 
agreed with me in moving, that the prohibi­
tion of the oracle ihould be obeyed: and indeed 
it does nOl feem pomble to bring this matter to 
bear upon any other terms. But we propofed at 
the fame time, that in purfuance of tllC: decree S 

which was made on your own motion, you ihould 
be appointed to re-eftablifh Ptolemy in his kIDg­
dom j the fituation of your province lying fo 
conveniently for that purpoft:. In a word, we 
confented that the army fuould be given up, in 

J Before Lentulus fet out for his government, tht. ':~~ate 
had come to a refolutlOn of affifhng Ptolemv with a fi..,'<iV 
of troops; and (as has already been obferved)" a decree h'lt .. ' 
all:ually paired for that purpofe. It wa~ vott:J at the fame 
time, that the conful, whore lot it fuould prove to adml~ 
nifter the province of edicla, iliould he charged wlth this 
commlffion: and accordingly fortune decIded It in favour 
of Lentulus. But the artiliC'cs of Caius Cato, taken notice 
of in the note above, prevented thiS decree from bemg 
carried into eXeCUtlOD. Oral. pro Ral>IT. 

deference 
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~ference to the oracle; but infifted neverthelefs A.V. 697. 

that YOUr lhould be employed in effecting this '-"v-oJ 

[rltoration. Craffus, on the othel fide, was for 

l1aving this commiffion -executed by three pet-
fons to be chofen from among our generals: 

and confequently he did not mean to exclude 

Pompey. Marcus Bibullls joined with him as 
to the number; bur tbought that the perfons to 

be nominared 1hould not bear any military com-

mand. All the rtit of the co, fular$ were i!1 the 
fame fentiments, except Servllius, Afranius, and 

Vo1catilJs. The firfi: abfollltely oppofed our 
engaging ill PtrJ)emy's reftorarion upon any 

terms whatfoever: but the two Iafi. werf' of opi-

nion, that, agreeably to the motion of Lupus~ 
thIs commiffion fllOUld be given to Pompey. 

Thic; circumH:ance has encreafed the fufpicion 
concerning the real inclinations of the latter: as 
hIS moil particular friends were obferved to con_ 
cur with Volcatius. They are labouring this 

point with great affiduity: and, I fear, it will be 

carried againfi: us. Libo and H ypfreus are 

Op~'Jy fol1citing for Pompey: and in truth the 
~ndutt of all his friends at this juncture makes 

it: generally believed,," that he is delirous of the 

office.· Yec the misfortune is, that thofe who are 

unWilling it 1hould fall into his hands, are not 
the more inclined co place it in yours; as they 

E 4 ar~ 
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A.U.697· are m'l!ch difpleafed at your having contributect 
~ to the late advancement of his power 6

• For 
myfe1f; I find I have the lefs influence in your 
caufe, as it is fuppofed I am [oldy governed by 
a principle of gratitude: at the fame time, the 
notion which prevails that this aff~ir affords an 
opportunity of obliging Pompey, renders my 

6 Lentulus, during his confulate, propofed and carried a 
law in favour of Pompey. which in effect inveih.d him with 
the whole power of the Roman empire. For under a pre­
tended fcarcity of corn (as fome of the hdl:onans ft'em to 
reprcfent it, tho' Dian CalIius indeed fp~aks of It as real) 
he was comnu\1iom:d to provide the republic with that com­
ulOdlty: by which means 2.11 thofe who were concerned in 
the mH'al, r}le commeTC'}aJ, and Janded inteTeft. clilif'T m 
ltaly or the provinces, became his ~nbQtanes and depen­
dents. By another law, Pompey was authonz(Q dunng 
fhe fpace of five years to exercife proconfular powet 
throughout all the Roman domlmon~. and jt is W thefe 
extravagant grants tLat Cicero feems to allude. The 
former, indeed, of thefe tWO laws Cicero himfelf very zea­
loufly promotlcl, in return to the fervlce~ he had lately re­
een'cd from rompey in the affair of hiS rel~oratlon. And 
tho' the latter mveJld that afpirmg duef with a power 
much too n,orbltant (a~ 15 inumattd In .. Jetter to Attlcus) 
to be end ured In a free fid.te; yet Cicero {uttered it to pafs 
without the leaft oppofition. We learn frol11 hiS own con­
fcillOn, the mean matne of thiS unworthy menee. As the 
Ponllfleal callege. it feem~, had not yet made then repol' 
cOllcernmg the vahdtty of ClodlU,'s confecratlo"""'lf hi; 

area, (fce remark 5. p. p. of this vol.) he thongfto.:, It 
onfJ(e to Wlthfland any of Pompey's d,en1ands, Idl: I).: 
might Influence their dccdion to hts preJudice. 1I0J tacc­
l/IUS; et co mogu, 'i"0' de domo "",:/11 a mht! adhuc P01Jltjicl'!f 
r';PG IIJe"", f. Lentulus on the other hand. was fufpected 
ot plocurmg thefe laws in view of hiS own defigns, and in 
order to dwert Pompey from the thou~hts of bemg em­
ployed m re-eftabhfhmg Ptolemy on hIS throne. Thus 
were the libertil's of Rome fdcnficed to the private PUI pores 
of her pretended patnots! Pluto In 'l.'lt. Pomp. Dzo XXXIX. 

!.l. Alf iv I. 

appli-
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.. pplications likewi(e not altogether fo etreEt-ual A.U.697~ 
as they might otherwife prove. It is thus I am "=-Y ... 

labouring in this perplexed buunds: which the 
king himfelf, long before you left Rome, 3$ 

well as the friends and dependants of Pompey, 
had artfully embarraffed. To thi!> II muil: add 
the avowed opporition I meet with from the 
confulars; who reprefent our affiil:ing Ptolemy 
with an army, as a meafure that would highly 
refleCl: upon the dignity of the fenate. Be af-
fured however, I fhall employ every means in 
my power of teftify;ng both to the world in ge-
neral, and to your friends in particular, the 
fincerity of that aff'ettion I bear you. And 
were there any honour in thofe who ought to 

have !hewn themfelves influenced by its higheft 
and moil: refined principles, I fhould not have lO 
many difficulties to encounter. Farewel. 

LET T E R XIII. 

To QEINTUS VALERIUS ORCA 3. 

~..1 OU remember) I doubt not, that when I 
~ attended you on your way towar4s your 

a He had been prretor the year before: and very in. 
Ihumental in procuring Cicero's recall frtJm eXlle. At the 
l:Xpiratlon of hts pra:torthip he obtained the government of 
Afnca: and this letter {eerns to have been wntten ~ him 
'icon aft~r his arrival in that provlllce. P~b. 4111J111. ii. 3S+-

province, 
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A.U·~7. provjnce~ I-took occa1ion in the p~[ence of Pub .. 
~ lius Cufpius, to detire you would confider ever~ 

friend of his whom I ihould recommend to YOUI 

as in the number of my own: and that I after­
wards repeated this requeft In the frrongeft man­
ner~ You then afTured me, with great genel o~ 
uty and politenefs, and agreeably to that affec­
tionate rebard with which YOli have ever dilhn­
guilhed me, that you would comply WIth my 
requeft. I am to lOform you then, that Cufpius 
having been twice In Africa during the time that 
he had the dlrecbon of the affairs of the COI11-

pany whICh [urns the revtOUes of chat province, 
contraCted [orne acqualOtance in that part of the 
wOlld whom he grearly loves; and as no man is 
more zealous to ferve his fnends, he very warm­
ly efpoufes thelr intertft. I am always ready to 
afiift him for that purpoft: to the utmofi: of my 
credit and lOfluence: wl1ich I mention as a Iea­
fan for my recommending hIS AfrlCan friends 
in general to your protecbon. For the future 
therefore, I fi1all only acquaInt you that the per­
[on in whofe behalf I may happen to write, Is, a 
tl iend of Cufpius: and then add the d111ingtllfhl. 
ing mark we agreed llpon h. But my prefenr. 

b To Q.ilhnguifu thofe recommendations wluch were writ­
ten merely In comphanc~ wlth foiJutations he could not 
refufe, froIn others that were the iincere du:l:~tei of Jl1~ 
hral t. 

recom-
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recommendation is of the fuongeft kind: as it. A.U·691. 

is in compliance with tl~e moft earneft defire of ~ 
C llfpius, that I intreat your good offices to 
Lucius Julius! 1f I were to requeft them in 
the terms that are ufually employed in the fin-
(ereft folicitations of this nature, I fhould fcarce 

fatisfy, I believe, the zeal of my friend. I1e 
requires fomethlng more new and fingular in the 
manner of my prefent addrefs: and imagines I 
am mafter of a certain art, that renders me ex-
tremely well qualified for the tafk. I promlfed 

therefore to recommend his friends to you, by 
all the moil: fkilfill and infinuating methods of 
perfuafion. But as I find myfelf incapable of 
executing this promife; I can only intreat you 
to give him reafon to imagine, that there was 
fomething wonderfully effi:cacious in this letter. 

Now this he will certainly fuppore, If you exec-
(lfe towards JulIUs every generous act that your 
politenefs and your ftatIon enable you to con-
fer; not only by dlftant fervices, but by your 
perfonal notice and diftinaion: for you cannot 
Imagine, as you have not been long enough in 
~lour poft to know it by your own obfervation, 
Low great an advantage it is to a man to have 
the countenance of the governor of his province. 
I am perfuaded, that Julius well deferves every 

fIlark of your friendlhip upen his own account» 
not 
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I--U.697· 'not only beoufe Cufpius has aiTlJred me that he. 
...... w -' does, (which of itfelf indeed 'Would be a very 

fufficient reafon for my thinking fo) but becaufe 
• I know the great judgment of the latter in the 

choice of his friends. 
Time will foon dlfcover the effects which this 

Jetter {hall produce; and they will be fuch, I 
confidently trt.JftJ ~s to demand my acknow­
ledgments. In the mean while, you may de­
pend upon my beft fervices here, in every in­
fiance wherein I fhall imagine you would defire 
them. F areweI. . 

P. S. Pubhus Cornelius, the bearer of this 
letter, is Oll~ whom I likewife recommend to 
you at ~he requeft of Cufpius: and how much I 
am bound both by inclination and gratitude to 
do every thing for his fake that is in my power, 
is a circumfrance of which I have already fuffici· 
cndy informed you. Let me inrreat you there­
fore, that he may very foon and very frequently 
ha.ve the ftrongeft reafons to thank me for this 
my recommendation of his friend. Farewel. 

LET-
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LET T E R XIV. 

To PUBLIUS LENTtILuS, Proconful. 

T HE [enate met on the 13th of January_ A.U.697. 

but came to no refolution; the greateft """""",,,.4 

part of that day having been [pent in (orne warm 
contei\,t which' atofe between MarceHinus 7, the 
conrul, and Caninius, one bf the tribunes of the 

people. I had myfelf a1fo a very confiderable 

{hare in the debates: and I reprcfentcd the zeal 

you have always fuewn towards the renate, in 
terms that influenced them, I am perfuaded, much 

to your advantage. The next day therefort, 

we thought it fufficient briefly to deliver our 

opinions: as I perceived, not only by the fa-

vourable manner in which I was heard the day 

before, but alfo by inquiring into the fentiments 

of each particular member, that the majority 

was clearly on our fide. The bufinefs of the 

day opened with reporting to the houfe the fe-

veral opinions of Blhulus, Hortenfius, and Vol-

catius. The refpective queftions therefore were, 

In the firft place, whether three commiffioners 

ihould be nominated for refl-oring the king, 

agre<:ably to the fentiments of Bibulus; in the 

.7 Cheius Lentulus MarcelIinus. who was confl11 this year 
'I1th L. Marclus Plulippus. 

next, 
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next, whether, according to thofe of Hortenfius,.... 
the office lliOtild be conferred ~pon you, but 
Without employing ar.y forces; or laftJy, whe­
ther, in conformity to the advice ofVolcatius, 
this honour fuould be affigned to Pompey. ~he 

point being thus ftated, it wa5 moved that the 
opimon of Blbulus might be referred to the de­
liberation of the hou[e in two feparate que­
ftions 8. Accordingly, as it was now in vain to 
oppofe his motion [0 far as it related to pay­
jng obedience to the declaration of die oracle, 
the fenate in general came into IllS fentiments I 

but as to his propofJI of deputing three com· 
miffioners, it was rejected by a very l":Onfider­
able majority. The opinion nex.t in order, was 
that of Hortenfius. But when we were going 
to dlvide upon it, Lupus, a tribune of the 
people, infifred that in virtue of hi., office he 
had the priVIlege of calling to a divifion of the 
haufe, prior to the confuls: and therefore de­
manded that the voices fuould be firO: taken 

B " When an opinion was propoCed to the Ccnate which 
.. was thought too general, and to mclude fe\ era! difl:inCt 
.. arucles, It was uCual to reqUIre that each part nll~h\ 
" be propounded and voted feparate1y. Thus Blbulus 
Of moved. that they might fubmit to the S\byllme orad. 
or and appoint three prtvate fenators t'l refl:ore the ki '3, 
.. , Bat thp houfe reqUIred that they might vote feparately 
.. upon theCe two quefl:ioru: and the event wa~, they una­
... mmoully:-agreed to the furmer. but rejeCted the latter." 
p.~ rIm. on Cu./amzl. ep:fl. vol. i. p. 348. 

lIpon 



BOOK 'I. or C ICE R O. 

upon the motion he had made in favour ofPom. A.U.~. 
pey. This cldim was generally and ftrongly ~ 
oppofed: as indeed It was both unprece-

dented and unreafonible. The confuls them.. 

felves however did not greatly conteft that 

p~mt: nor did they abfolutely give it up. 
Their view was to protratt the debates: and 

~hey (ucceed'dt accordIngly. They perceived in. 
d~ed, 1nat notwithftanding the majority affetted 

to appear on the fide of Volcatius; yet upon 

a divifion, they would certainly vote with Hor-
tenuus;. N everthelefs, feveral of the members 

were called upon to deliver their opinions: tho' 
jn tJurn much agamft the jncJJnarjons of the 
confuls, who were defirous that the fentiments 

of Bibulus ihould prevail. Thefe debates con-

tinuing till night, the fenate broke up withoQt 

coming to any refolution. I happened to pars 

the fame evening with Pompey: and as Iliad 

that day fupported your caufe in the fenate with 

more than ordmary fuccefs, I thought it af. 
forded me the moft favourable opportunity of 
fpeaking to him in your behalf. And what 

J faid, feemed to make fo fhong an impreffion, 

.o.at I am perfuaded I have brought him whol. 

, 1'( oVer to your intereft. To fay the truth, 
when ever I hear him mention this affair him­
felf, I entirely acqui't him of being fecretly 

6 defirous 
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tU~6~; defirous of this commiffion. On the other 
hand" when I obferve the conduct of his friends 
of every rank, I am well convinced (and indeed 
it.is now evident likewife to the whole world) 
that they have been gained by the corrupt mea­
fures which a certain party, with the confent of 
Ptolemy and his advifers, have employed.­
I write this before fun-rife on t!le 16th of J4-
nuary: and the {enate is to meet agai-. on thii 
very day. I hope to preferve my authority in 
that affembly; as far at leaft as is pomble amidft 
fuch general treachery and corruption which 
has dircovered itrelf upon this occafion. As to 
what concerns the bringing this matter before 
the p.eople; I think we have taken fuch precau­
tions, as will render it impraCticable, udefs by 
actual violence, or in direet and open contempt, 
both of our civil and religious inftitutions .. 
For this purpofe a very fevere order of the fe­
nate 9 (which, I imagine, was immediarely 
tranfmitted to you) was entered yell-erday in our 
journaI~, notwlthftancling the tribunes Cato 1 

and Caninius interpofed their negatives. 

• When an aCt paired the fenate in a full houfe, held 
accordmg to the prefcrtbed forms, and without any 0Ppo­
fition from the tnbunes (who had the priv,!c:ge of puttin;; a 
negative upon all proceedmgs in the (enate) it was l"lJed 
a finatus (ol!(i.;ir"'IJ, a detree of the: [cnate. But if any I:' ~ 
thefe elfenuals were wanting, or a tribune interpofedf It 
was then only fhlfld a fiflatul auBerz/as, an order of the 
fenate. and confidered as of lefs authority. Manltt. 

, See remark 3 p. 52. of thii voL 
You 
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You may depend upon my fending you a A.U·~1,A 

faithful account of every other occurrence which ~ 
may arire in this affair: and be afi"urcd, I {hall 
exert the utmoft of my vigilance and my credit, 
to conduct it in the moft advantageous manner 
for' your intereft. Farewe1. 

LET T E R XV. 

To the Same. 

Au L U S Trebonius, who is an old and in­
timate friend of mine, has [orne important 

affairs in your province, which require immediate 
difpatch. His own illoftrious character, together 
with the recommendations of myfelf and others, 
have, upon former occalions of this kind, ob­
tained for him the indulgence of your predecef­
fors. He is ftrongly perfuaded, therefore, from 
that affeetion and thofe mutual good offices 
.which fubfift between you and me, that this let­
ter .will not prove a lefs effeCtual follicitor in his 
behalf: and let me eameftly inrreat you not to 

dlfappoint him in this b~)x~Ct:ation. Accord­
iugly I recolllrnend his rervant~, his freed-men, 
~i~ agents~, ~ ~n fuort, his concerns pf every 
kind:t:' ~ p~ronage-: but partit\u;\rly I beg . ~ , 
you,' confirm the dec ... whtch Titus Am-

~ ~ -t ~ 

V.~ 1. F pi'" 
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pius • pafTed in his favour. In one word, I hope 
you will cake all opponuni:ies of convincing 

him, tha.t you do not confider this recommen­

dation ac; a matter of common and unmeaning 

form. Farewel. 

LET T E R XV!. 

To the Same. 

WH E N the fenate met on the 16th of 
this month Z, your affair frood in a 

very advantageot.,s pollure. We had lucceeded 

the day before againfr the motion of Bibulus klr 

appointing three commiffioners, and had now 

only to contend with Volcatius; when our ad­

verfaries prevented the queftion from being put, 

by artfully protracting the debates. For they 

faw we had in a very full houfe, and a:1udfi: 

great contrariety of opinions, carried ~ur point, 

to the conH.derable mortification of thofe who 

were for takmg the king's affairs out of your di­

ft aion, and transferring them to another hand. 

Curio oppofed U$, 'Upon this occafion with ex­

treme warmth; while Sibulus fpoke with more 

temper~ and inde,ed feemed almo,a: inclinec\.tt.l 

• The pleJe~c[pr pfLentwu$ in tlW g-ov~tDPJent. PIg'/;. 
Jilm U C. 696, . 

~ JanuMY· 

favour 
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favour our caufe. But Cato and Caninius abfo- A.~ 
lutely refufed to fuffer any' decree to p~rsJ tiki ~ 
a genera.l a{fembly of the people fhould be conli" 
'Vened. 
~y the Pupian law, as you well know} there 

cannot be another meeting of the fenate till the 

"tft of F c'b~y: nor indeed throughout that 

who1e~onth, unlefs aU the foreign ambaifadors 

fuould have received, or be refufed, audience. 

In [he mean while, a notion prevails among the 

people, that your adverfaries. have infifted upon 

this pretended oracle, not fo muCh with an intent 

of obftrucbng your particular views, as in order 

{O difappoint the hopes of thofe who ma.y be de­

firous of this expedition to Alexandria, mere-
• Iy from the ambition of commanding an army. 

'f he whole world is fenfible indeed, of the re_ 

gard which the fenate has !hewn to your charac­

ter: and it is notorioufly owing to the artifices 

of your enemies, that the houfe dId not divide 

upon the queftion propofed in your favour. 13ut 

ihould the fame perfons under a pretended zeal 
for the public, (tho' in faa:~ the moft'infa-

;--
mO\ls mouves) attempt to bring this afiair be-
f~a. genetJll a{fembly of the people j we have 

~ticeited our meafures fo well, that they can~t 
poffiblyeffeCt their defigns without having recourfe 

to violence i or at lei~ without fctting the or .. 
F :l J!a.R,"cs 
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" \NJ~· dinarlces of our country, both civil and re1igi-
~ . • d d fi 3 B I '11 . h - !Mis, at aVQlVe e ance .- ut WI neJt er 

oftentatioufly difplay my own endeavours to affift 
you itt this conjuncture, nor dwell upon the 
unworthy treatment you have received from 
others. What merit, indeed) can I thence claim 
to myfe1f, who could not acquit half the obliga­
tions lowe you, were I even to facrifir"!' my 
life to your fervice? On the other hand, what 
avails it to difquiet my mind with complaining 
of cnofe injuries, w}lich I cannot refletl: upon 
without the deeJM!ft concern? I will therefore 
only add, if methods of violence fhould be em­
ployed, I cannot pretend, in this general con­
tempt of all legal authority, to anfwer for the 
event. tn every other refpeCl: I will venture to 
affure you, that both the fenate and the people 

3 It wa'i no ver}' difficult matter for the contending par­
ties i~ the republic, when they were dlfpofed to obftruCt 
the d~fign; of an oppofite faction, to find an e"rdient for 
that l'urpofe. One cannot but wonder indee that ani 
public bufinefs could be carried on, when nothing rna,,\!!, 
was nece1iar), to errioarral~ ihe proceeomgs, than to procure 
fome tribune to interpofe hIS negative. or any magltlrate to 
"bfir'1.J' I})I heaven!. TIllS latter was a fpecles of divinatIon 
pratlifed among the Romans, m order to determme whe­
ther Ilny fcheme under delIberation, would be prejudi.:.ial 
or advantageous to the frate. It ('onufted ill remarl<;.iz.g 
certain appearances in the heavens. or pat.icu!ar nv ~l" 
in .the VOll..e or fhght of birds, which \\ere fuppoted itlti' 
maticns of good or ill fuccefs. While this cerem01lY was 
performmg, no affembly of the people could be legally 
held. nor any at! pafs into a law. To both thcfc medlods. 
it is l'f91e, Cicero here alludes. 

will 
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will pay the higheft attention to your dignity and A.U.6~i .... "..." 
charaCl::er. F arewd. 

LET T E R XVII. 

To the Same. 

~~ E R"1!. is nothing I more ardently wifh, 
~ 'l ~n to convince both yourfelf, and the 

world, with how much gratitude I retain the 
remembrance of your fervices. I cannot however 
b'lt extremely regret, that your affairs fuould 
have taken fuch a turn Lince your abfence, as to 
give you occafion of trying the affefrion and 
fidelity of your friends. You are fenLible, as 
I perceive by your Iaft letter, that you have 
bef'n treated with the fame infincerity by thofe~ 

who ought to havt: concurred in fupporting 
your dignities, as I formerly experienced from 
fome of my pretended friends, in the affair of 

_my banifhment. Thus, whilft I was exerting 
the utmoft efforts of my vigilance, my policy, 
and my interefr, in order to ferve you in the 
article relating to Ptolemy j I was unexpeCl::edly 
a\rmed in a point of much more important 
~Ct;rn~ by the infamous law which Cato has 
lately propofed to your prejudIce +. Where af~ 

" Caius Cato, in order to cut oE all hopes at once from 
Lentulus of bemg employed in this contefted commiffion. 

F 3 fairs 
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A.U.697· fairs are thus embroiled, every thing is, un .. 

'- or-' doubtedly, to be feared: ye~ my principal ap­
prehenfion, I confefs, arifes from the treachery 

of your falfe friends. But however that may 

be, I am ejJ.rneftly endeavouring to counter-aCt 

the malevolent defigns of Cato. 

As to the Alexandnan comrniffi9!.'1, both your 

\ felf and your friends will, I tr~ft, havr;'''O\i~--. dant reafon to be fatlsfied with my condua. 

But at the fame time I muft fay, I greatly fear 

it will elther be taktn out of your hands, or en­

tirely dropped: and I know not which of there 

aIternativts I fhould leaft choofe. However we 

have another expedient in referve, which (iliould 

we be driven to it) nei.: ~ Selicius nor my­
felf difapprovc. By this fcherne we {hall, on 

the one hand, prevent the fenate from reftlIing 

to affift Ptolemy, and, on the other, remove all 
appearance of our being difappointed, if t;1at 

perf on fuould be employed, who it IS. more 

than probable, will now obtain this ~:nmimo(J. 

To be {hort, I {hall take fueh precautions,. that, 

lhouId our defigns fail, you may not feem to 

have fuffered the difgrace of a refl1llie: yet "'at 

the fame time I {hall remit nothing [,If. my 1t:t\ 
~fforts to fupport your claim) fo long as che-tt 

propofed a law to the people rot recalling hi11\ front his 
government. Ad ff<:.F. i. 3. 

Shall 
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fball be the leaft profpett of fuccef~. But which 
ever way this point may finally be determint:d, 
it will be agreeable to thofe wife and elevated fen­
timents you poffefs, to confider the true glory 
of your character, as refulting entirely from the 
dignity of your 'actions and the virtues of your 
~eart. Anc.,fuould the perfidioufnefs of a certain 
p~ deprive you of fome of thofe honours, 
which rortune has conferred upon you j be 
affured, it will caft a much darker {hade on 
their characters than on yours. In the mean 
while, your affairs are the confrant fubjeCt: of 
my thoughts: and I neglect no opportunity of 
aeting in them fur your beft advantage. I 
concert all my''''' .:1fures for this purpofe with 
Selicius: as indeed, I know not anyone of 
your friends who has a greater fhare of good 
fenfe, or a more affectIOnate zeal for your [",r. 

vice. Farewel. 

F + LET. 

71 
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LET T E R xvrlI. 

To the Same a. 

A.V.697· r\ U . fi d I' . b . . Y \U are 10 or me ) Imag1l1e, y many 
- r ::0= hands, of what paffes here. 1'1 wIll leave 

it therefore to yOUl.." other friends to fuppltl~' ../ 
with an account of our tranfaB:ions, 0:1'.J. con­

tent myfelf with only fending you my conjec­
tures. To this end I muft previoufly acquaint 
you, that on the 6th of February, rompey made 
a fpeech in a general affembly of the people in 
favour at N'i"i'lo; auimg wnlcn ne was 'm'iu'lrea 
with much clamour and abufe. Otto afterwards 

inveighed in the fenate againft fompey with 
great acrimony, and was heard with the moil: 
profound filence and attention: both which 
circumftances [eern to have affeCted him v.~ry 

fenfibly. N ow from hence I furmize, that he 
has entirely laid afide all thoughts of being em; 
ployed in the Alexandrine expedition. That 
affair remains as yet entirely open (0 us: for the 
fenate has hitherto determined nothing to yout 

cl 

prejudice, but what th~y ac-e obliged, in de1~' 
renee to the oracle, to rcfufe to ev~ry' other ca. --t' 

a This and the foregoing letter are bleJ14ed together in 
the common editions: but they are here (eparateli UPOl1 
the aathonty of Manutius and Gronoviu~. 

didate 
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didate fo( this office. It is my preient ho~ ~6~ 
therefore, as well as endeavour, that the king '- .­
may throw himfelf into your hands

J 
wheJ1 he 

/hall find that he cannot, as he expected, be IC-

fto~ed by Pompey; and that unlefs he is reptaced 
upon his th~ne by yOur affiftance, his affaii will 
~ entirely drbpped. And this ftep he will un­
d~Wqly.take', If Pompey fuould give the leaft 
intimation of its being agreeable to him. But 
I need not tell you the difficulty of difcovc=ring 
the fentimenrs of a man of his referve. I-Iow-
ever I !hall omit no method In my power to ef-
reCt tb'ls fcbeme; as 1 fua)) eafI)y,l trutt, be iDle 
to prevent the injurious defigns of Cata. 

I do not find that any of the confulars are in 
your intereft, except Hortenfius and Lucullus : 
all the refl: of that rank either openly, or in a 
more concealed manner, oppore your views. 
N everthdefs, my friend, be not difcouraged : 
on the contrary, let It be frill your hope, 110[­

\vithftanding the attempts of the worth1efs CatD, 
that you will again fhine out in all your former 
Juftre a. Farewel. 

a See remark 4. 1" 69-

L}!: T-
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LET T E R XIX. 

To the Same. 

A.U.697· ¥ CU wlll receive a full account from Pollio, 
L. J'" ,.,-1 

t of all that has been tranfacced 10 your :?:-
fair: as he was not only prefent, but a ~:n,l~al 
manager. Believe me, I am much concerned at 

the unfavourable afpeCt of this bufinefs. How­
ever it affords me a very fenfible confolation, 
that there 15 ihong rearon to h0pe the prudence 
of your fflends WIll be able to elude the force 
of thofe iniquitous [chemes, which have been 
projeCted to your prejudice. Even time itfelf 
wlll prob'lbly contnbute to this end: as it often 
wears out [he malevolence of thofe who either 

profe{fedly, or in a dlfglllfed manner, mean ope 
ill. I am yet farther confirmed 10 thefe pleating 
hopes, whenever I reflect upon the faCtion 
that was fOI merly raired agatnft myfelf: -vf 

which I fee a very lIvely Image in the prefent 
oppofition'to you. In the latter ~n(tance indeed 

the attack is by no means fa ex!enfive q-z" 1~ 
dangerous as that whIch was madr .lmOQ,~e; 
nevenhelefs there is in general a {hong fii\;\-

\ 

tude between the two cafes: and you muft pa0-; 

don mc, If I cannot fear upon your account 

what 
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what you never thought reafonable to be ap­
prehenfive of all min~. But whatever may be 
the event, convince the world that you are in. 
flw!'Ocrd by thofe principles for whlch I have 

adlJlired you from your earliell: youth: and be~ 

heve me, m~ friend, the Iflalice of your enemies 

~lll only ferv~ to render your charaCter fo much 

th~h;:,re illuftrious. I n the JDean time, do me 
the jull:ice' to hope (rom my affi-etion whatever 

the warmell: friehd/hip can effeCt: and be aifu­
red, I {hall not dlfappoint your expectations. 

Farewel. 

LET T E R XX. 

To LUCIUS LucCElus'. 

I Have frequently had it in my intentions 
to talk with you upon the [UbjeCt of this 

letter; but a certain aukward modell:y, has 

1 It is very little that is known of Lucceius, more than 
What the followmg letter mforrns us. Cicero in one of hl~-
9rations fpeaks of hi~ moral charatler WIth the higheft 
applau(e, reprefenting him ao a man of the greate11: hurna­
mty and of the molt unblemlihed honour. All that has 

I' n tranfmitted down to us of hiS public tranCattlOns is. 
tn he was Jomt eand,date with Cdal in folliclting the 

~ 
I n OPPOlil10" '0 Blhulus In which however he 

,l not· ucceed. In the C1> I' "var whIch afterwards broke 
t, he took part WHh Porn}'!?)', If p.ot actively, at leall by 

I~ good wHhes and adv~t.:: for it apptars by a palfage 
In C.rfar's commentlLries, that the former was wholly guid­
erl by hiS counfc!s. ,[t is unDecelfary to mention the high 

Z always 

75 
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A.U.697· always reftrained me from propofing in perfon, 
\oooo-y , what I can with lefs fcruple requeft at this dif­

tance: for a letter, you know, fpares the con­
fulion of a blufh. I wIll own then, that I have 
a very thong, and, I truft, a very paidon .. ble 
paffion, of being celebrated in yoyr writings : 
and though you have more than once give;l 
me afi"urance of YQur intending me th~t h$1four; 
yet J hope you will excufe my impatience 
of feeing your defign executecf. I had always, 
indeed, conceived an high expeetation of your 
performances in thiS kmd:' but the fpecimen 
I have lately feen of them is fo far fuperior to 
aU I had figured in my imagination, that 
it has fired me with the moil: ardent deiire of 
being immediately dIitinguifhed in your glorious 
annals. It is my ambition, I confefs, not only 
to live for ever in the praifes of future ages, but 
to have the prefent fatisfaaion, hkewife, of fee­
ing myfelf ftand approved in the authoritative 
records of my ingeOlo\ls friend. I am fenfiole 
at the fame time, that your thoughts are already 
deeply engaged in the profecution of your oril. 
ginal defign. But as I perceive you have aIr .mt 
completed your account of the I tah~ :~;;'I'.::-

reputation he had gafned by hls literary abilities, as t~_ 
part of hIS charafier wlll be fufficlently lald open to the 
reader, m the prefent letter. Drat. pro G.clzo. Suef. In Gte): 
19- G;ej. rie bel!. c/'u. iii. 

nan 
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rian civil wars~, and remember you propofed A.U.697· 

to carryon the remainder of our hiftory .!!l a '- i oJ 

regular feries ; I cannot forbear recommending 
it t.D ... your confideration, whether it would be 
beft; to ~eave the relation of Catiline's confpi-
racy into "the general texture of your perform-
arce, or c~ it into a diftinCl: work. It is 
cd~:, _ feveral of the Greek hiftorians will 

juftify you in this latter method. Thus Calift-
henes wrote a narrative of the fiege of Troy, 
as both Timreus and Polybius did of th~ 

Pyrrhic and N umantine wars, in fo many de-
tach~d pieces from their larger hiftories 1. As 
to the honour that will arlfe to me, it will be 

, The Italic war which broke out an Urb. 663. owed its 
nfe to a rCJected claim of the Itahan provmce~\o be :ldmit­
ltd InW thp frecdom of the city. It employed the arms 
iJf the republic for more thnn two years. and occafioned 
greater bloodlhed and devaftatlon than thof;: W1rs in which 
fue had been engaged IHth Hannibal and Pyrrhus. To 
wards the clofe of It. Cicero. who was at that time about 
18 years of age, i'ervcd as a volunteer under the father of 
Pompey the great. Flol. iii. 18. P hdlp. Xli. The Manan 
ci'V\! war immediately fucceedec the Italic, and was oeca­
floned by the infauable ambition of M anus. Thi~ haughty 
Roman envying Sylla the honour of leadmg the army of 
the republic againft Mlthridates, to which he had been ap. 
~inted by the fen:lte, procured a law for divefiing him 

ot at command and transferring it into hiS own hands. 
'fhi! ar was carried on between the twO contending chJefs 
fJtJ. ~~rent5, with various fllecds and the mof!: un­
l[ralleled cruelty on both fides, till It terUlinated in the per­
petual dll~latQrfhip of Sylla. F/QI. til. Zl. Plut. In 'PIt. 
Mar. E.S 8),11. -

• Cahfthenes lived in the times of Alexander the great, 
and attended that illuf!:r.olls corr'mander in his expedition 

much 
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~:U'~7; much the fame, I muil: own, upon which ever 
~ (cherne you may determine to proceed : but I 

fhall receive fo JItluch the earlier gratification of 
my willies, if, infread of waiting till you regu­

larly advance to that period of our anIylls, Xou 

fhould enter upon it by this method of anttci~ 

pation. Befides, by keeping your m(nd attentive 
to one principal fcene and charaB-er, yOO"'wIlI 

treat your fubjetl:, I am perfuaded, fo'much the 

more in detail, as well as embelldh it with higher 

~aces. I mufr acknowlt'dge it is not extremely 

modefr, thus to impoft a tail.. upon you which 

J'our occupatigns may weIl juftify you 1D refu­

flng; and then '~dd a farther requefr, that you 

would honour my aCtions with your applaufe : 

an honour, aftet all, which you may not think, 

perhaps, they greatly deferve. However, when 

into Perlia. Tun:eus was by blrth a Sicilian, and flouriiued 
about the year of Rome 471 he appears, by the characler 
which Cicelo g1\,e~ of him In another part of his writings. 
to have been a very learned and elegant hiftorian: and 
he W35 an author In great efteem with Atucus. Plutavc,h 
however fpeaks of him WIth much contempt, for having 
affected to rival Thue}dlde~ : and he is noted by Longinus 
as a writer that abounded with cold and puerile conceits. 
He acknowledges neverthelef~ that Tima:us had a flowing 
ima~ination. and upon fome occ:dions rofe up to the t\1'c 
fubhme. PolyblUS, who died about 17 years IJefore CiC"'~ro 
came into the world, wrote a general hlftory ilt!n:~~,,"_':- .. 
only five of which have reached thefe times. But he is r~rl 
more Jill:inguilbeo by his compofitions. than by the frienCl\ 
filip he enjoyed with SClplO and La:lius. De Drat. ii. 5' g. 
Ad Alt. VI. 1. Pluto tn "'It. /llci~. LOTllzn. Setl. 4. Yoj[. de 
HiJi. GliCC. i 9' 12. J9. 

a man 
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a man has once tranfgrelfed the bounds of d~- A U.697" 

cency, it is in vain to recede; and his wifeit ' --.,-.:I 

way is to puth on boldly in the fame confident 

cour~to the end of 1m purpofe. I will venture 

then! ea~eftly to intreat you, not to confine 
)ourfelf to'\pe {trict laws of hiftory, but to give 

a greater la~tude to your encomiums, than, 

po~~:? you may think my atbons can claim. 

I remember, indeed, you declare in one of your 

very elegant prefaces, that you are as inflexible 

to all the pleas of affection, as Xenophon repre-

fents Hercules to have been to tho[~ of plea-

fure 4. Let me hope, neverthelefs, if friend-

fhip fhould too ftrongly recommend my actions 

to your approbation, you will not rejeB: her 

generous partiality; but give fomewhar more to 

affectiun, than llgorous truth, perhaps, can juftly 
demand. 

4 The !lory to which Cicero here alludes, i~ this' Her­
cules when he wa, vet a youth, a, Prodlcu; reb.tes the 
t,lble, r'~tlred mto a place of undlfturbed fohtude 10 order 
to detc:rmlOe WIth hlmfdf what courfe of hfe he lhould., 
pur[ue. Wndft he wa, In the mldtt Qf hlS contemplatIOns. 
Pleafure and Virtue appeared to him under the figures of 
~ ') beautiful women: and each accofied him in her turn. 
He 'ard theIr refpeftlve pleas with great attentlon: bue 
'{ lrtu gained her caufe and entirely won the heart of the 
if.!'!: 'd; .... l"iy the Enghlh reader IS dlfpo£ecl to know WS 
f+yt in all its c,rcumfiances. he will find it wrought up 
f ,0 a very beautiful poem by the Rev. Mr. L?wm and in. 
1ene" in Polymetts, l" t 35, 

If 
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A.U.697· If I fuould prevail upon you to fall in with 
\rarsm '. 

.. my propofal, you will find the fubjecr, I per-
fuade myfelf, not unworthy of your genIUs and 
your eloquence. The entire period fro'J) .. the 
rife of Catiline's confpiracy to my ret~· n from 
baniihment, will furnifh, I C'1ould imagine, a 
moderate volume. It will fupply'you hkewife 
with a noble oeeafion of difplaying your~.')~g­

ment in politics, by laying open the [ouree of 
thofe civil diforders, and pOInting out their pro­
per remedies, as well as by giving your rearons 
for approving or condemning the feveral tranf­
aCl:ions which you relate. And fuould you be 
difpofed to indulge your ufual [pint of freedom, 
you will have an opportunity of pointing out at 
the fame time, with aU the feverity of your in­
dignation, the treachery and perfidioufnefs of 
thofe who laid their ungenerous fnares for my 
deftruai$>n. I will add too, that thIS period of 
my life will furnifh you with nmuberlefs inci­
dents, which cannot but draw the reader's at­
tention in a very agreeable manner; as nothing 
is more amuIing to the mind than to contem­
plate the various viciffitudes of fortune. A '-:.1' 

though they were far, 'cis true, from beinjr' ac­
cepta!:>]e in experience, they cannot "'raifOt" &14 
ing me much entertainment in defcription: ~'1 

there is an inexpreffible fatisfadion in reBetl:-
lllg 
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iog at one's tre, on diftreffes we have formerly A.U.697. 

fuffered. There is fomething likewIfe in that ' '-r'*t.I 

compaffion which arifes [rllm reading an ac-
count of the misfortun~s which have attenQed 

bt1lefS~~hat cafts a moft agreeable melancholy 
upon the indo Who can perufe the relation 
of the laft moments of Epaminondas at the 
battle of Mantinea, wirhout finding himfelf 
touched .. ,ith a pleafing commiferation? That 
glorious chief, you may remember, would not 
iilffer the dart to be drawn out of his fide, rill 
he was informed that his fhield was fafe from 
the hands of his enemies: and all his concern 
amidft the angtlifh of his wound was, to die 
with glory 5. W hat can be more interdbng 
alfo than the account of the flight and death of 
Themiftocles 6! The truth of It IS, a mere nar-

S Epaminondas headed tte forces of the Thcb'lns, in a 
battle which they fought with the Laceda;monI~n5 at Man­
linea, a town in Arcadia. The Thebans gamed the ViC­

tory, bllt loft their lI1valuable command~r: whole death 
wa, attended wlth the l.HCumftanccs which CICCIO here 
mentions. ]1!/lm. VI. 7, 8. 

6 Thcmiftocles after havIn$ difiinguilhed rumfc1f among 
hiS countrymen the Athemans bY' hIS m!htary VirtUes, 

. 'larticularly in the wars in which they \vcrc engaged wIlh 
\~!Ccs, had rendered hlmfelf 1'0 popular, that It was 
tt\OtI~lIt necetrary to remove hIm. and a.ccordlOrly he 
~_':.tl;J.>~':1'''' wlthdra.w from Athens. As the hltl.mani :t:.tlon nothmg of IllS return, Manut'lls propofes an 
•• nendatlOn iuggeiled 10 him by one oC lll. tllends, w40 
Imagmed. that mftead of rld'!ll It lhoulJ be read m/qrzt,J. 

V01.. I. G rativG 
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A.u.691. rative of general faCis, aif.ord~ lit& more en­
~ tertainment to the reader, than he nught find in 

peruling one of our public regifters a. Whereas 
in fhe hiftory of any. extraordinary perron" 
our fear and hope, our joy and forro~:-our 
aftonHhment and expeCl:ation, are eac,/~f them 
engaged by turns. And if the filtal refult of 
all fhoulcl be concluded with forne remark9J,:>1e 

,y> 

cataftrophy, the mind of the reader .... is filled 

with the higheft pomble gratification. For 

thefe rea[ons I am the more delirous of per­
fuading you to feparate my ftory from the ge­
neral thread of your narration, and work it up 
lnto a detached performance: as indee-d it will 

exhibit a gr~at variety of the moft inter-eiling 

and affeCting fcenes. ~ 

This would Ilgrce very well with the account which is 
given of 1m tiLath. for havi:lg .bc.en recelved 10 hlS exlle 
by Artaxcrxes, he was appomted to command a body of 
forces m an cxpedltlOn which that pnnce was preparmg 
agamft tRe Grecians But Themlftoclcs rather than tum 
Ius arms ag<llnft hlS country, chofe to put an end to hlS 

life by a draught of pOlfon. Pluto /'1 'Llta 1hclIllfl. 
a Thpfe ong,nany were book~ pr(.fer~d In the pontifical 

college, wherem the fcveral dlVluons of the Roman year 
were marked out as they were regulated by Numa, and the 
particular fdhvals noted upon wIneh It was unlawful to.. 
tranfaCt any publIc affalrs. Thefe regifters in the l~'''r 
ages of the republic were much enla~ged, and .:ontamed a 
wrt of journal of the moft memorable- evtntb b&':~ ~~ 
rehgious that happened in every year. L,'V. i. 19. zOo Dll­
firt.Jur les foJlo par Coulure darn Iii Mem. dt Itt. de r .Ilead,,,.; 
d,llIl. let. 1. 67-

When 
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When I ttll you it i~ my ambition to be cele- A.U.691. 

brated by your pen, I am by no 'mean! apptt- '-/-ii# 

henfive you will fufpeCt me of fiattt'ry. The 
~~ioufnefs of your merit muft always incline 

yoP t~~lieve, it is envy alone that can be filent 

in your p~ife! as on the other fide, you cannot 

imagine me fo weak as to defire to be tranfmit­

ted to pofterity by any hand, whIch could not [e­
cure to itfelf the fame glory it beftowed. When 
Alexander chofe to have his picture drawn by 
Apelles 7, and his ftatue formed by Lyfippus s, 
it was not in order to ingratiate himfeIf with 
thofe dil1inguifued artifrs: it was from a firm 
perfuafion that the works of thefe admired 

geniufes would do equal &edit both to hIs re­

putation and their own. Tht! lItmoll however, 

that their art could pel form, was to perpetuate 

the perrons only of their celebrated contempo­

raries: but merit needs not any fuch vifibl~ 

exhIbitions to immoTufize its fame. Accord­

Ingly the Spartan Agefilaus, who would never 

fu1fer any piCture or ftatue of him to be taken 9. 

1 See an account of th.is celebrat~d Gfecian painter, in 
r~r"ark 29. p. 180, of this vol. 

I A famous ilatuary: 6f whom Demetrius) as cited by 
?~;ntltt;.~'-1\:'mark5. that he was more celebrated for tak­
In;; a {l:rong than an agreeable hkeneh. ~t. 111ft. OrlZ;' • 
. 41.10. 

g Agefillius king of Srarta, 'Was one of the moll: CO!1Ji· 

dcrable p~rfQns of his Jlgt'; both for eml and mllttary l'lr­
UC5; mfQmllch that he! jllitly 'at:t1uu-ed the apFellatl~n (f 

<;I '1 is· 
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.A.U.697- is not Itfs univerfally known, than thofe who 
~ raJ ha!ve been moll: fond of having their perfons co· 

pied out for pofterity. The lingle trcatife which 

Xenophon has written in praife of that reno\;yne(l 
general, is more to his glory, than 1.111 the 

pictures and ftatues of all the artifts i1 fhe uni­
verfe. I t would be a much higher fatisfaC\:ion 

to me therefore, as it would be a far greater 
honour, to be recorded by your hand than that 

of any other; not omIy becaufe your genius 
would raife and adorn my actions wit~ the fame 
advantage as Tirr.reus t has difplayed thofe of 
Tirnoleon \ or Herodotus 1 thofe of Themif-

Agefilaus die great. But tho' nature had been unCommon. 
ly lIberal to hIm in the nobler endolVments of the mind, 
{he had treated him v~r.favourlbiy in thofe ofth'! body. 
fIe was remarkably low of ftaturc; had one jpg ihorter 
than the other; and fo very defpicable a countenance, 
that he never f:uled of railing contempt in thofe who were 
unacquainted with 1m moral and mtelleClua.! excellencu;s. 
It is no wonder therefore that he was 11l1Wlllmg to be de­
lwered down to pofterity. under the dlfad" antages of fo 
unpromlfing a figure. Pluto in VII. Agtji!. COlli. Nep. In 

'VI/a '.Agtjil. 8. 
I The works of Tima:us are loft. 
" 'I~oleon is one of the nobleft char:tCl-crs in :111 anti 

quity. and dllImguliJ.1ed not only by hiS private vIrtues 
but by approving hlmfdf UpOIl every cccafion the grea 
all"ertor of public liberty. He: was employed by the Corin 
thlans as general of thofe forces wh1ch th"y fent to th( 
re~f of the Syracu(:ms, againft the execr<.L~'i- t;Lr~ny oj 
Dlonyfius. He executed thl, commlffion wIth great onou] 
and [ucn'[s: for having driven Dionyfius out of Slelly. ak 
reflored the mha.bttants to <their nghts and priVlleges, hi 
refigned the [upreme command. He contmued however t( 
Jive among the Syracu{an~ as a private man, enjoying 

tocles l 
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tode! 4-; but, becaufe of the additional credit I A.U.6tJ7. 
Jhall receive from the appIaufe of fo illuftrious, '-y ~ 

fa experienced, and fa approved a patriot. By 
.. .!b~ means I fhall enjoy, not only the fanle glo­

rious '\~~:lrivilege which, as Alexander obferved 
when he., was at Sigeum, Achilles received 
(rom Ho~er I. but what is frill more impor­

tant, the powerful teftimony of a man who is 
himfelf diftinguifued by the nobleft and moLt 
uncommon virtues. Accordingly, I have been 
always wonderfully pleafed with the fentiment 
whIch Nrevius 6 puts into the mouth of HeCtor, 

1\5 Plutarch obferves, the glorious fatisfaaion of feeing fo 
many cities owe theIr eafe and happinefs to his generous 
and heroic labours. Pluto In'Vlt. 'ilmol. 

3 Herodotus flourifhed about 440 years before the birth 
of Chriit, under the reigns of )f'ttxes and Artaxerxes, longs 
of P .. rfia. 

4 See above, remark 6. p. 81. 
S Alexander bemg eleCted commander in chief of the 

confederate troops whIch the Grecians fent againft Xtr:{e~. 
crolred the Hellefpont with his army and landed at Slgeum. 
a promontory near Troy, where he vlflted the tomb of 
Achilles. UPllll thIS occafion he is fald to have broken out 
into tfle following exclamation: " 0 happy youth! in 
.. havmg found an Homel" to c~brate thy virtues!" Plut. 
W'Vlt. Alex. Cu.proAlch.pott. 

6 A dramatic poet who dIed at Rome an. Urb. 550. 
about 203 years before the chrlftian :era: {orne fragment. 
of hIS works IhlI remain. The fentlment here quoted from 
hIm, IS truly noble; as there IS not, perhaps, a more 
(.enr.'; •. ~.'.J.l~cat1on of a low and httle mind, than to be ele. 

/vated" by undlftingutlhing applaufe. or ~prelfed by vul~ar 
cenl"".Jre. TrophIes of honollr, or monumetlts of difgrac:e, 
aTe not the works of every hand. Some men are incapabJe 
of blaRing a reputation, b,H by a~provmg it: and ate nel'er 
fatyriRs. but when they RlcaR to be panegyrifts. 

. G J where. 
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"\,U,6'7- wh~re that hera .. rpea.kin~ of t~ approbation he 
~ h~d receive~ frolJ\ hi~ illu~rio~ father, adds, 

~hlt it g~ve him fa much th, more fati~r~~" . II 
9-S coming fram ooe who wa:. hirnf<.: . • I. ,tt 

obj::cl: ~f u;-)iverfal applaufe. But Jhv __ 1-' -:'nt 
pf le;fi.ll (", (for, it would be an injualf~ to o\..r 
friendlhlp to (uppafe it can be wan~/of InclIna­
tion,) 1hould your occupations then preven~ 

your complIance with thIs my requeft; I may 
perhap$ be oblIged to take a method, which .. 
tho' often condemned, is fupported neverthe­

lefs, by fcveral confide able examples: 1 mean), 
to be the hiftonan of my OW11 tranfacbons. 
But you are fenflble, there are two inconveni­

fnces which at::end tim [cherne: for a man mull: 

necelTanly: be more referwd in fetring forth thofe .-
rarts of his conduCt. wlllch merit approbat!on; 
as he will be ~nchned entIrely to pafs over others 
\"I'hilh may deftl ve reprolch. I mull add hke-, 
WIfe, that ,,-·hat a wr!ter fJys to 1m own advan .. 

tage, alw:ly~ carnes with it .. Id;' degree of force 

and authOrity, than "'hen It comes from any 
,other pen. In a word, the world in general i~ 

llttle dIfpored to approve any attempt: of this 

kmd. On the contrary, one often hear.) the more 

modefr meLhod of the poets at the olympic , 
g,nnes, recommended upon fuch occafions, who, 

after th..-y have crowned the fcveral victors, and 

publicly 
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publicly called over their names, always employ A.U.691. 
fome other perron to perform the fame office to ~ 
themfelves, that they may not be the heralds of 
tbf':: ~wn applaufe. This imputation therefore 
I '\'ould willingly avoid: as I certainly iliall, if 
you ilioulo. comply with my requeft, and ~ake 

this employment out of my hands. 

You will be furprifed, p":l haps, that I fpend 
fo much time and p,lins in folhuting you for 

this purpofe, after having fa oftw heard you 

declare your intentlons of giving the world a 
very accurate hlftOry of my adminiftration. 

Bot J'DU llivft Ir~tnetnLv::·..r t,be ~t}:}~~1~r.1J wa"rt~?th .. 
of my telllper, and char I am fired, as I told 
you in the beginning of my letttr, with an im­

patient defire of feeing this your de. carr ted 
mto execution. To own the whole truth, I ~lm 
ambitious of being known to the prefem gerlt>­
ration by your writings, and to enjoy in rny 
lIfe-time a fore- tafte of that little lhare of glCiry 
which I may expeCl: from future ages. If it be 
not too much trouble therefore~ I iliould be 
glad you would immediately let me know YOur 
rtfolution. And fhould it prove agreeable to 
my re~'Jeft, I will draw up fame general me. 
mOlrs of my tranfactions for your uk: if oth()r_ 
wife, I will take an opportuntty of difcourfl1)g 
further with you upon this affair in Ferfon. 1n 

G 4 the 
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A.U.697' the mean time, continue to poli1h the wor~ 
.... r-J you have begun, and to love me as ufual 7. 

Farewe1. 

7 Pligy has made a requeft to Tacitus, of t;le fame 
nature with that which is the fubJett of the leiter before 
us; and though It IS by no means enlivened wah fo mu~h 
fpmt, it i; dIEt,He-d, howeve", by a far Ie,s extravagant 
pafflOn He confeffes hlmfeh" fond mdeed of bemg tranf­
mltted to pofienty, by the pencil of that celebrated h1f­
ton.m, blOt adds at the f"me ti'11e, th,.t he is f~r from 
defiling him to pamt hl5 atbons in colours more fl:rong thall 
faCt Will Jufhfy. See Plzn {Pt. Ht. 11. p. 432. r~m. c This 
Iell prefs refirit1ion fetm~ to glance at that moil: extraordmary 
paffage 10 the pr('fent eplftle, where CIcero intreats hiS 
fnwu " not to confine hllIlfdf to the fiJla IJIVS of hIllory. 
lmt to give a greater latItude to hIS encomIums than Luc­
Ct:lW) mIght poffibly think Jus achons cC'uld c1auII." And 
nc ver dd vamty, It mull be ac knowledged, utter or COf,­
celve a more rIdiculous and contemptible WIJh! The voice 
of pralfe can :lione be Jufily pleafing. when it harmonizes 
WIth confclous menl and the appla~fe that doe! not accord 
wIth trutyufl: of all dillonancles, furely, prove the moft 
oJTcnuve to a wdl-formed ear. Rut it is eAtremcly obferv­
able how much Cicero's Judgment was at variance with his 
prachce, for he has IumfeJf ibelVn tn very Ilrong ter.llS 
the abfurdlty of clalmmg more reputation than a man has 
merlt to fupport. It is fohd worth alone. he JulHy remarh. 
that can fecure a laihng fame. for nothIng can be durable 
that 15 fictitious. The former, fays he, ilnkes It I> root deep. 
and {pre ad" far whIle the lauer [001\ Wlthers and dle~ 
;i~.ly hke the beautle" of a tranfit.nt flower. Ptra gloruz 
,-.'1dler! aglt, et pl'opilgal"r. j8a O1tlllla a/trlllr, tanquam flO;: 
(uft, deCldal1t, n" jlllfuJatum pote)} eJfo (jludfuallt dluturnu1J~. 
Ilt: ofuc. 11. lZ. 

LET-
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LET T E R XXI. 

Q£INTUS METELLUS Nrpos 11, to CrcERo; 

'T H 0 S E calumnies with which that moO; A.U.697. 

virulent~ furely, of the human race 9 ...... ..." 

is perpetually loading me in his public ha .. 

rangues, are well compenfated by the fatif~ 

faaion I receive from your obliging offices. 
When I confider indeed the .worrhlefs hand 
from when~e there arrows take their flight, I 
look upon tHem with the contempt they de[erve ; 

and :l.lTI very willing he fhould ~eafe to act a~ 

• It is impoffible to determine exactly when this letter 
\\ as wntten, as It carries no Internal marks fufhclcnt to 
pomt out Its date WIth precifion. Ragazomus, who has 
taken the pams to fettk the order of thef~ epUlles, place. 
It under th" pr"fent year, and fuppo{es it to have been 
written by MelclI,; v.hen he was governor in Spam: to 
which provlllce he went as procon{ul after the exptrauon of 
his confulthlp. , 

9 The commcntat<hf fuppore that the perron here alluded 
to, IS Clowus, who was now JEdlle, and employmg the 
power which that office gave him, to the fame fatbou$ 
purpo(es as he had ell:ercifed his late tribunellup. But thts 
conJeaure appears altogether groundlefs. For Cicero tak­
lng notice to Atncus of the death of Metellus, which feems 
to have happened roon after tius letter was written, tells 
him It was probable that he had appointed Clodius his heir: 
a circumit.tnce utterly mconfi!l:ent with the fuppofinon above 
mentioned The fame letter may be produced <lS an evi­
dence hkewlft·, that whatever wele the good offices whtch. 
Metellu~ here,acknowledgrs, they dld II'lt proceed from the 
fuggelhons of Cicero's heart. for he fpcak:' of him to Atci­
cus as of one whore chu.ra.'ter and ("onduCt he greatly dtfap­
frond. 4.1 Air. iv. 7. 

;1 rea-
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A.U. 697- a relation, finee I have the pleaf Jre to fee you 
~ afI'ume that character in his fread. To fay the 

truth, notwithftandmg I had formerly fo much 

regard for him, as to have tWICe preferved him, 
even in [pite of him[elf~ I fuQuld now be g,tad. 
to forget there is fuch a perron In t11~ wodd. 

That I might not trouble you roo freqllmtly 
with my letters, I have written to Lolhus can· 

cerning my affairs: who will let you know what 

meafures I am deurous may be taken in regard '); 

to the accounts of tl1l5 province' .-If it be 

pollible, let me fbIl erjoy a place in your aff'ec­

tJon. Farewel. 

!t Spain. 

LET. 
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LETT~R 1. 

To ~INTUS ANCHARIUS \ Procollful. 

I Recommend the two fans of my very ex- A.U 6 8. 

cellent friend Aurelius, as well deferving ~ 
your efteem. they are ad0rned, indeed, with 
every polite and valuable qualification: as 

... O!:!iI'ltlu Anch:uiu$ was tribune An. Urb. 694: when.. 
he dIilmgulfhed himfelf by 1.15 refolute oppofiuon to the. 
fa~hOQS meafures of his colkgue VatInlUs. In the year 
~97 he was chofen pra:tor; lIld at the expiration of ~t 

they 
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A.U.698. they are in the number iik.ewire of chafe with 
'-"t 'whom I moft intimately copvcrfe. If ever then 

m,. recommendation had any weight with you~ 
(and much, I am fenfible, it ever had) let it 
prevail, I conjure you, in the prefent inftance. 
A.nd be aff'ured, the honours with which . you 
i'haU dIftinguiih thefe my friends, will not only 
indilfolubly unite to you two excellent and 
grateful young men, but at the fame time 
confer a very fingular obligation upon myfelf. 
Farewel. 

LET T E R II. 

To PunLlu5 LENTULUS, Proconfd. 

I Have received your letter, wherein YOll a(fure 
me, that the frequent accounts I fend you 

of your affairs, together with the convinc:ng 
Froofs I have given you of my friendfhip, are 
clrcurnftances extremely agreeable to you. I 
thould 111 de(erve, indeed, thofe Iingular favours 
you have conferred upon me, if" I were capable 
of refufing you my beft fervices: and nothing 
is more pleafing to me, in this long and very 
diftant feparation, thall thus to converfe with 

?ffice~ he fucc.eeded ~I[O in the government of Macedonia: 
In which provInce this Jettel is addreffed to him. Orat.pra 
8,."(1. 53.11/ Ptjon. 36. Rojs remarie QlI the flrjl. oj Cle. 

you 
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you as often as pomble. If you do not hear A.U.698• 

from me as frequently as you willi; it is fol~y '-.--' 
becaufe I dare not truft rny letters to every 
conveyance. But whenever I fuall be able to 

put them into hands, upon which J may fafely 
{ely; be affured I lliall not fuffer the opportu-
nity to flip by Me. 

It is not eafy to flive a fatisfaCtory anfwer to 
your enquiry concerning the fincerity of your 
pro(effed fnends, and the difpoiition of othen 
in general towards you. This only I will ven­
ture to fay, that a certain party, and particu­
larly thofe who have the ftrongdl: obligations, 
as well as tile greaceft abilities to difunguilh 
themfelves in your fervicc, look upon you with 
envy: That (agreeablr to what I have myfelf 
experienced upon a different occafion) thofc 
whom, in julbcc to your COUntry, you have 
neceifarily offended, are your a vowed oppofets ; 
as others, whofe inrerdls and honours you have 
generauOy fuppocted, are much lefs inclined to 

remember your favours than to appore your 
glory. Thefe ar<> clrcumftances, indeed, which 
I long CufpeCted and have often intimated to you: 
but of which I am now moft thoroughly con­
vinced. I obferved upon the fame ac~afion 
(and I believe I told you fo in a former Jetter,) 
both Hortenfius and Lucullus to be c;xtremely 

In 
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A.U."~t. in your interefts! as among !hore who were itt 
.....,.. , the magiftracy, Lucius RaciIius' appeared very 

fincerely and affectionately to efpoufe your caufe. 
But, excepting the two former, I cannot name 

any of the confulars, who difcovered the leaft 

degree of friendlhip towards you, when you¥ 
affair was before the fenate .• As for my own 

endeavours; they might ~rhaps be generally 
confidered as flowing rather from thofe fingular 
favours I have received at your hands, than 

from the uninfluenced diCtates of m:r real fenti­
ments. With regard to Pompey, he feldom 
attended the houfe at that feafon: but I muft do 
him the jufrice to fay, he often takes an oppor­

runity, WiEhout my previoufly leading hl:n into 
the fubjeCl:, of difcourfing with me conC'M"ning 

yuur affair; as well as very wlllingly enters into 
the converfation, whenever I fiart it myfdf. 
Your laft letter, I perceived, was extremely 
agreeable to him: and I could not but obfcrve 

with equal admiratIOn and pleafure, the polite 
and moil: judicious manner in which you ad~ 

drelftd him. Before he received this letter, he 
teemed a little inchned to fufpeet, that the no­
tlon 'fhich forne had eotertalned of his incli­
nation to be your competItor, had alienated you 
from hIm. But you have now wholly fixed 

that excellent man In your inrereft: who in 
trutb, 
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truth, had 'all the antecedent reafons for being A.U.69 .... 
fo, that an uninterrupted feries of the higheft '--•• ~ 
fervices could poffibly give him s. I muit con-

fefs, he always appeared to me, even when the: 

conduCt Df Caninius had raired the ftrj!lgeft 

fufI1icions of the contrary 6, to favou~your 
'views: Burl can now affure you, that I 
found him, after he had perufed your letter, 

entirely difpofed to promote wh::ltever may con-

tribute either to your interefl:, or your honours. 

You may confider then what I am going to 

offer, as his immediate fentiments and advice: 

as indeed it is the refult of frequent confulta.-

5 See remark 6. p. 56. 
41 It was an ufu,l! artifice with Pompey to cmploy his 

fnend, in folhciting thofe honoLlr, lfi hi' hehalf, to whdl 
he affetted to appear hlmfdf pcrfcEUy jndllferent, or even 
04verfe. This was hiS pohcy in the prefl nt inllance; and 
"t the fame time that he pretenr\cd to ferve Lentullls in thu 
affalr; hls creature Caninius, a Trlbune of the people, was 
puchling every firatagem in order to procure thl~ com­
million for Pompey. "And though Clcero (a~ Mr. Rofs 
.r obferves) elther out of a tenderncfs for Lemulus. or out 
.. of an apprehenlion of dlfplealing Pompey. tu whom he 
.. was at this time making his court, repre[ents him in 
" this place as aCl:ing an honeft and fnendly part: yet in a. 
" letter to his brother, where he may be fuppofed to deb­
" ver his real fenttment~, he fpeaks quite dIfferently: nam 
... quod dt Pampllo Cammus aglt, fane quam rrji/xl(: nequt 
" e>ll1nflres prohattzr; et Pompelus no/ter In amwl2a P. Lentul. 
• 'Ultuperatur, el.hercu/e Jf()n eJi Idem. Ep. VI. L. 2. I he 
" truth oaf the cafe is this, whell Pompey found it was 
<c impofiible for him to procure thlG cOIDmlluon, he pre­
" tended a iriendflnp for Lent.Jlus, and Joint rl Wlth CIcero 
.. in giving the adVlce. wluc.h makes a great part of tlllt' 
" letter." 

tion$ 
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",U.69B. tions which we have held together. Accord .. 
~ ingly we are o( opinion that it·may be proper 

for you to confider, whether any adv~ntages 

may be derived from your being in polfefiion or 
Cili~nd Cyprus. For if there thould appear 
a fufft2\ent probability of being able to make 
yourfelf mafter of Alexandria and Egypt, we 
think it equally for your own honour and that 
of the republic', to march tlmher with your 
arm}!', fupportrd by your fleet; having £lrft 
left the king at Ptolemais, or fome other conve­
nient place in thlt neighbourhood. By there 

, A general !ketch of Ptolemy'~ ch.tracter has already beell 
~i"en 10 the notes on the pl eleJmg bouk. a.ld It appe.lr 
trom thence that nothlng could be- lefs to the 1onour of 
the commonwealth, than to mterpofe in bLhalf of thls 
juftly-rejeCted monarch. Cicero himfelf leprcfems him In 

one of his orations, as unworthy of the crc.vn he wore' 
tum (fays he) nequt genfte neque ammo legIS eJ7;. 11IUr omJIts 
fere '1.J1deo (on'l,ennc. In Rull. 11. But what i, ihll more 
extraordmary, Cicero makes the very meafures which he 
here fo firongly recommends to Lentulus, an article of hi~ 
charge agaUlJt Anthony. It was by the perfualion of the 
latter that Gablffiui undertook (as has already been ob. 
ferved) the refiuratlon of Ptolemy: and Anthony com­
mandf'd the Romau cav<llry In that expedition. This 
affords a topic of great mdlgnation .n one of the Plulipplcs; 
and CIcero there fpeaks of thi~ tranfaCtion (as he ought 
always to have fpoken of n) as a mofi lmpudent violatIOn 
of all authonty both facred and ciVIl. mde tier (fays he) ad 
Alexandnam con it {I jenatus auEiorttatnn, contra .. r:mpuhlfcam It 
rthgzones. Philip. n. 19. But what opinion mull every un­
preJudiced re~,der concelve of our author, when ~le thus 
finds lum condemning and approvmg the (arne tranfathon. 
aIId advding his fflend to purfue a fiep which he after­
ward~ publicly and JuftIy leproached in his adverfary 1 Sec 
remark %. p. S 1. of this "01. 

means 
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means when you fhall have quieted the diL\:ur~ A.U.6~&. 
bances in Alexandria, and fecured it by a ~ ..... ..., 

per number of forces; Ptolemy may fafely take 
pofi"effion of his kingdom. Thus he will be 
reftored by you, as the fenate had once 8 de-

• 
creed: and reftored too without an army, agree. 

ably to the ientiments of thofe who inlift upon 

obferving the injunctions of the oracle. 'Ve 

ate the rather confirmed in recommending this 

meafure, as there is no decree of the fenate fub­

fifting, which particularly prohibits you from 

replacing Ptolemy on his throne. As to the or. 

der which abfolutely forbids all affiftance what­

foever to be given to him; you know it was 

not only protefted againft, when it was voted, 

but is generally looked upon rather as the wann 

diCtates of an exafperated faction, than as 

having the (ull authority of a decree of the 

fenate. However, we deem it necelfary to add, 

that we are fenfible the world WIll judge of the 

propnety of this fcheme, entirely by the event. 

Should it [ueceed as we with j your policy and 

refolution will univerfally be applauded: on the 

other hand, fhould it mifcarry j it will un· 

doubtedly be condemned as an aCtion of ill­

confidered and unwarrantable ambition. How 

• See remark S. p. H· of this vol. 

VOL. 1. H far 
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A.U.698. far this enterrrife nlay be praCticable, you, who 
w "cwJ .ate fituated almoft within view of Egypt, are 

the moft competent judge. If therefore you 
are well fatisfied of being able to render your­
(elf mafter of that kingdom, we are clearly of 
opinion you fhould not dela) your march' one 
moment: but if you are doubtful of the fueeefs, 
it is our advice that you by no means make the 
attempt. This I will ventu.-e to afrure you, 
that, fhould you execute this project in the 
manner we willi, there will be a very confiderable 
party to give it applaufe, even during your 
abfence: as all Rome will unite in the fame ap­
probation, the moment you !hall returr. amongfl: 
us. Neverthelefs J am pelfuaded, if thi!:. {cherne 
fuould not take the de fired effect, it may be at­
tended with very difagreeable confequenct's to 

yourfelf; not only upon account of that order 
of the fenate which I juft now mentioned, but 
llkcwife In regard to the oracle. When there­
fore, 1 recommend fuch meafures as you 111a11 
have full affurance Will terminate in your glory, 
J muft at the fJme time firongly diffuade you 
from engaging in them, if you lhould have the 
leaft reafon ro apprehend an oppoiltion. For 
.(1 repeat it again) the world will be dete'tmined 
in their opinion of this whole tranfaEtion, not as 
it is reafonable, but as it thall prove fuccefllul. 

J 
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If the method here propofed, fhould appear too A.U.698. 

dangerous to be hazarded in your own perfo.Q; ~ 
we think it may at leaft be advifeable to affift the 
king with a number of your forces j provided 
he !hall give fufficient fecurity to your friends 
in'the province, for repaying them tht; money 
they have advanced in fupport of his caufe. 
And indeed the circumftances and fituation of 
your government render it extremely eafy, 
either to promote or obftruCl: his reftoration, 
as YOli fuall fee proper. After a11, YOli ale tbe 
beft judge what method will be moO: expe-
dIent to purfue: I thought it my part, how-
ever, to mform you of ehde our concurrent 
fentiments. 

You congratulate me on the profperous fitu­
ation of my affairs in general, and particularly 
on the friendfhip of Milo, together with the 
vain and ineffectual fchemes of the worthiefs 
Clod us. It is no wonder you fhould rejoice in 
thefe the generous effects of your own amicable 
offices. But to fay truth, fuch an incredible 
perverfenefs (not to give it a more {evere ap ... 
pellation) prevails amongft a certain party, that 
·hey rather choofe to alienate me by their jca-
10Ufi~s from the common laufe, than to retain 
me in that intereft by their favour and encou-

H 2 ragement. 



100 'T HE LET T E R S BOOK II'" 

A.U.~8 ragement 9. I will own to rou, their malice 
\.0.... ' lias aImoft clriven me from thofe principles. 

which I have fo long and fo invariably pur­
fued. At leaft if they have not provoked me f() 
far as to make me forget the dignity of my cha­
racter; they have taught me that It is high time 
I !houkl act with a view likewife to my own fe­
eurity. I might, confiftently with the ftria:efr 
duties of patriotifm, reconcile both thefe dlftinCl: 
ends, were there any honour or fortitude in thofe 
of confular rank. But fueh a meanners of fpirit 
prevails in general among them, that, inftead 
of applauding the refolution with which my 
actions have been ever uniformly directed in 
the caufe of the commonwealth, they look with 
envy upon thQfe dignities to which my public' 
fervices have advanced me. 1 the rather men­
tion this, as it is to you that I am principally 
indebted,_ not only for the happinefs of being 
~eftored to my country, but almofr for my very 
firft fuccefsfuJ fieps in the paths of patriotifin .. 
and of glory. 

" Cicero was at thi, time aCting n part which gave great 
:tnd Jull ofrellce, to thofe \\-ho WC1C In the tn'~ mterelt of 
their countr) ; for he was fallmg in with the meafwres of 
L L;d.r, Pomney, and Craffus. He endtavours therefore to 
plh.lt( thIS ~.1~\0I thy. condutl:, as well :IS he can: but as 
ht enters more fully into the motin!~ of thIS fiep in the 
17th letter of thiS book; the rCo1dcr i) rcfem.d to the ob. 
j,,1 VatlOli, upor. that epillle. 

1 perceive 
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I per~eive this oppofition does not proceed A.U.698. 

(as I fwmerly fufpeB:ed) from my not ,be':' I -. wi 

ing of noble birth' j Lince they were aB:uated~ 

I have obferved, by the fame malignant fpirit 
'againft yourfelf, who a.re confeffedly defcended 

fro~ one of the firft families in Rome. Ac~ 
cordingly, tho' your enemies are contented to 

fee you among thofe of principal rank in the re'-
public, they WIll by no means fulfer you to foar 

higher. I rejoice that the parallel between llS 

extends no farther: and t1;lO' we have met wall 

an equal degree of malice from the world, that 

the refpeCtive confequences however have proved 

extremely different. For a wide dIfference there 

fure1y is, between fuffering fame dllninutioll 10 

point of honours, and being abandoned to total 

ruin. If I have nnt greater reafon to }ameru: 

this; cruel outrage of my ad veriarie~J it muir be 

attributed to your generous interpofition: as it 
was by your means It proved, in the final event, 

of folr more advantage to my reputation, than of 

prejudice to my fortunes. Suffer me the'n, from 

a prinCiple of gratitude as well as affectIon, to 

exhort you, earneftly to pur[ue the dictates of 

I Nl'tblliw among the Romans was confidered (a~ Manu­
tius obfervc,> upon thiS pailage) not in oppofiuon to the 
Plebemu rank; for ma.\y Plebeian familie" were noble. 
b~t in contra·dilli'lCl:ion to thow: v.hofe anc:efiors had not 
borne any of the hOnO!;ralr\e IDaglllilicics in Rom~, AnJ 
of thl.li number v,:t~ Cicero. 

113 that 
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A.U698• that well-regulated ambition, with which you 
"'"""' 'ri • were inflamed from your earlieft y-outh: nor 

let ,any injurious treatment deprefs that heroifm 
of your mind, which I have ever admired and 
-valued. The world, believe me, entertains r.he 

highefr opinion of your merit, and loudly pro­
claims that enlarged and generous [pirit which 
diftinguifhes all your actions: and it particularly 
remembers, to your immortal honour, the pa­

triotlfm of your illuftrious confuHbip. You are 
fenfible, therefure, tow. much the leaft ~ddl(ional 

glory, which !hall accrue to you from your 
civil and military conduct in the government 
of your provmc.e, will encreafe and ftrengrhen 
this general luftre of your reputatIon. But let 
me expreG, my willies at the fame time, in the 

firfJ; place, that you would not engage in any 
enterpnze with your army, without having long 
and maturely examined it in all its confequer:­
ces, nor without bemg fufficiently prepared to 

carry it into execution: and in the next, that 
you would be perfuaded, of what I doubt not 
you are already fenfible, that you will find it 
extremely eafy to continue in the poffeffion of 
that pre-eminence amongll: your fellow-citizens, 
to which you nave· ahyays afpired. That you 
may not imagine, however, I am offering the 
idle tribute of unnece!fa.ry advice, I muft add, 

that 
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that I could not reflect upon the treatment we A.U.69t. 

have both received, without thinking it prope~ ~ oJ 

to exhort you well to confider for the ftJture~ 
on whom you re-pore your confiden·ce. 

As to your inquiry concerning the ficu'atioll, 
of public affairs; there are great divifion~ 
amongft us: but the zeal and prudence of th~ 
feveral parties are by no means equal. 1'hof~ 
who enjoy the largeft 111d.le of wealth anct 
power., have gained a fuperiority of credit liko-.. 
wife by the folly and inftability pf their antago ... 
nias: for ~hey have obtained from the fenate1 

with very bttIe oppoficion, what they had no 
'%1W'j' ,f,\f .re.re.;.u.\%" ep.!'.~ .(r~t;r.'\ .r.w. fY,qnl; w.i.r.~ 

out railing great ddrurbances. Accordmgly 
the hOllfe 'has voted Ca!far a fum of money 
for the payment of his army, together with a 
power of nominating ten lieutenants: as they 
have alfo, without the leaft difficulty, difpenfed 
with the Sempronian law for appointing him a 
fJ.'lcceifor 3. I do but Olghtly touch upon thefe 

:; Cdal, Pompey, and Craffus. 
3 Theie 1"lmoderate and fatal concelIions to Crefar's 

ambaion, W.l t: abfolutely unconlhtutlonal, and moll evi­
iently tended to the fubverlion of the Repubhc. But if 
the reader 1S 1l1cprifed at fo mean and fo unpolmc a com­
pttan" on the part of the fenate; how mIlCh higher will 
hIS wonder nfe. when he is informed that Clcero himfelf 
was the cJuef adv1fer and promoter of thefe very meafure~ 
wluch he here condemns 1 If thls were a {ild which flood 
Upon the credit of luftorians; t.he raifage before us wo~ 

H .,. parti .. 
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A.U.6~. particulars, as I cannot refte8 on our affairs 
~ ~ with any fatisfaClion. However I mention them 

as fuggefting an ufeful caution to both of us, to 

preferve a proper poife between our intereft and 
our honour, and not to advance one by an 
undue depreffion of the other. A ll}axim this, 
which I have learned, not. fa much from my 
favourite philofophy as from fad experience; 
and which I would recommend to you, ere you 
are taught it by the fame unpleafing method of 
conviCtion. 

Your congratulations on my daughter's mar­
riage with Craffipes 4, are agl eeable to Yo1,.lr ufual 
pohtenefs: I hope and believe this alliance will 

ftrongly incline on~ to {ufpet1:, that they had mifrepre. 
fented the truth. But we have a tellimony to produt:e. 
which though of undoubted authority, i~ the laft One lhould 
have expected In the cafe: for it is the tefhmony of Cicero 
hrmfelf. In a fpeech whIch he pronounced at the bar either 
a Imle before, or foon after the date of this letter, 'he 
m"ntlOns each of thefe particular grants whIch he enume. 
rates to Lentulus. and then adds. Haru", ego jenttntlarllHJ 
el Princeps e/ Auctor /«1. Drat. pro Balbo, 1.7. 

The Semproman law here fpaken of, was procured by C. 
Stmprol11u~ Gracchu~, a trJbune of the people, A. U. 63 J. 
and enatled, that the fenate lhould annually appoInt fuc· 
cdfors to the confular provincel. 

4 Tuilla, when {he mamed Craffipes, wa~ the widow 
of Pif(', fllrnamed frugi of whom an account has been 
gIven In the nI.'ltes on the former book. This fecond match 
old not prove fo fatisfaCtory, as Clcero.,e prt.lmifel..him­
{elf; fC'r Crallipes foon took a dltguil to Tullia. whIch 
ended In a dIVorce. As he is very fddom and but flightly 
Mentioned in Cic~ro's writings, all that we know of hun 
is, that he was a nobleman of tlle Urn rank. 

yield 
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yield me great fatisfa8:ien.-Your fon is a youth A~U~" 
of fo promifing a turn, that I cannot forbear ' -... .... 
conjuring you to train him up in thofe refined 

arts, which have eve~ been your peculiar tafre 
and ftudy: but chiefly in that beft and nobleft 

dlciplme, the imitation of your exalted virtues. 
Believe me, I greatly love and efreem him, not 

only in return [0 the fingular affeCtion he hal 
ev~r fhewn me, but particularly as be is the 

fOil, and the worthy fon too, of my valuable 

friend. Farewel. 

LET T E R III. 

To FA B IUS GAL L U sa. 

I Received your letter immediately l1pon my 
return from Arpinum, together with one 

llkewife from Avianus b
, in which he velY g~­

nerouOy offers to give me credit as long as I 
lhall require. N ow let me delire you to ima­
gine yourfelf in my firuation, and then tell me, 
whether I can, with a good grace, a1k him to 
al:ow me even the leaft time for the payment 

of this money, much lefs above a year? In-

a "'::i'he fame perron to whom the II th letter of the fOTe­
gOing b<:Iok is wntten. 

b He (eerns to have been the proprietor of the fta,tues 
mentloned below. 

deed, 
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~U.698. deed, my dear friend, I fhould not have been 
'!w ~ in this djfficulty, if you had not exceeded the 

limits of my commiffion, both in the particulars 
and the fum. However, I am not only wil­
ling to ratify the agreement you have made .for 
the ftatues you mention, but am likewife much 
cbliged to you. I am feniible indeed that in 
the z~al of your fi'iendlhip, you have purchafed 
for me what pleafed your own e} e, and what 
you imagined \\ould be worthy of mine: and I 
always confidered you as a man of the moO: ju­
dIcious and elegant taile in every kind. Never­
thelefs, I fhall be extremely glad if Damafippus <: 

1hould continue in the refolution, of takmg 
thefe figures off my hands: for, to own the plam 
truth, I have no fort of Inclination to them my­
felf. As YOll were not apprized of my inten­
tIOns, you have aEtually confented to pay more 
for there four or five pieces of fculpture d, 

th:m I would have given for all the fratues in 
the univufe. You compare the images of the 
prieftdfes of Bacchus, to thofe of the MUles 
which I bought of Metellus. But fure1y, my 

C Damafippus was a celebrated virtllofo of thefe times. 
who after havmg ruined his fortunes by his f'J,lTavagant 
FJ.ffion for antIques, turned Stoic. Horae:' has r~.euJed 
hiS charatler and hiS converfion wlth great humour, m one 
(If hIS fatyrs. Pld. Horat. Sat. ii 3. 

d Thefe flatues appear, by , ... bat follows. to have been 
three Bacchanals, a Mars, and fome figure defigned for the 
fupport of a table. 

friend, 



BOOK II. OF C ICE R O. 10'1 
friend, the two inftances are by no means pa. A.U.69 .... 
raBeI. For in the firft place the Mufes them- '"-.,; <oJ 

felves would have condemned me, if I had ever 
rated them at fo extravagant a price: and jn 
th~ next, I purchafed the figures you mention 
as bearing an allufion to my fiudies, and 
affording a fu~table ornament to my library. 
But where can I, with any propriety, place 
thefe Bacchanals? That they are, as you affure 
me, extremely beautiful, I know full well.; 
for I have frequently feen them: and therefore 
I fuoule! particularly have named them to you, 
if they had fuited my purpofe. The purchafes 
which I ufually make of this kind, are fuch 
only as are proper to embellilh my Palrefrra c, 
ill the fame manner as. the public Gymnafia 
are generally decorated. But would it not be 
abfurd enough, my good friend, if I, who upon 
all occafions, you know, have dlftinguifhed 
myfelf as tbe friend of peace, fhould erea a 

• The Palzt1:ra was properly a part of thofe public build. 
ings, whIch the GrecIans (from whom the Romans took 
them) called Gymnafia. wluch were ongmally defigned 
fer exerctfes of vauous kinds. and in whIch, in after-times. 
the phllofophers likev. ICe held their [chools. What CIcero 
here calls hIS Paltrjil a, [eems to be the fame buildiltg 
wJ:W':I m a le~ter to Attlcus he terms his AcademIa, and 
whicl'l appears to have been fame apartments, or perhaps 
a rulhnct budding. of hIS Tufcul .. n VIlla, appropriated 
pnncipally to -me purport's of ftudy, but adapted alfo to 
thofe bodIly exercifes which the ancients feldom paJfed a 
day WIthout prailiflng. rt4. a4 Att. i. 5. 6, 9. 

ftatue 
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~V.698. ftame of the God of war. It is well there was 
~op-.J not a Saturn too: for how could I have expeaed 

to have been out of debt, whilft I had lived 
under the afpea of two fuch unlucky divinities ( ? 
Merc.ury would have been a much more wel~ 
come gueft: for I fhould have hoped by his 
inftuence, to have made a more advantageou$ 
bargain' with Avianus. As to the figure de­
figned for the fupport of a table, which you 
inteQded to referve for your own ufe; you fhall 
have it, if you frill remain in 'the fame mind: 
,if not, I am ready to take it myfe1f. Upon 
the whole, however, I had much rather have 
employed this money m the purchafe of a little 
lodge at Tarracina \ that I might not always 
trouble my friend and hoft. But this mifrake 
is partly owing to the careleffnefs of my freed­
man, in not obferving the mftruCl:ions I gay'! 
him; and partly alfo to Junius: whom I fup­
pofe you ,know, as he is a particular friend of 
Avianus. As I have lately bUilt fame addi-

f Alluding (as Manutius obferves) to the notions of the 
judicial alhologers. who pretended that Mars and Saturn 
were unlucky planets. 

r; Mercury was fuppofed to prefide over commerce from 
whence it i~ prohable that tl.e Mer-cuna/n, mentl-med In a 
Jetter of CIcero to Ius brother, were a WnplM) of mercnaNo. 
1',,1. Ad ~ F.ll. 5. 

h It is now called '1mac/lla: a town in the campagna dt 
Roma. It lay In the road trOJl1 Rome to ClcerO't; vJlla al 
Fgnme. 

tiona} 
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tional apartments to my little portico at Tufcu- A.U.6§lf. 
bnurn I, I was aefiroU5 o( adorning them with a '-.. ~ 

few piaures: for if I take pJeafure in any thing 

of this kind, it is in paintings. However, if 
I IlJull: have thefe {latues, let me know where 

they are, when they will arrive, and' by what 

conveyance you purpofe to fend them. For if 
Darnafippus fhould change his intentions of 

buying them, I 1hall find, perhaps, fome pre-

tender to his raO:e, who may be glad of the 

purchafe: and I fhould be willin~ to part with 

them even at a lofs. 
When I received your firO: letter concerning 

tfie nome you want to (;rKe, oelbnging (0 Cal~ 

fius, I was jufr [etting out from Rome, and 

therefore I left your commiffion with my daugh­
ter. However I took an opportUnity myfelf of 
talking upon this affair with your fnend Nicia : 

who, you know, is very intimate with Camus. 

At my return hither, and before I had opened 

your laft letter, I inquired of Tullia what fhe 
had done in this matter. She told me, fhe 
had applied to Licinia to fpeak to her brother 

J Cicero, if we may credit the im etl:i ve aferibed to 
Saliull, expended llnmenfe fum~ In thl~ Ius favounte v1l1a: 
wfii"ch probably was a very fine one when It came into 
hl~ poffeffion, as It origmally belonged to C;} lla the die­
t.Itor. borne confiderable remains of It are 1hU !hewn at 
Grotta Focrata. Sal/uf! . .! .• fum 011 ('I;. 63. Pfm. lJ. N. 

Camus: 
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A.U.698• Camus: but I believe he is not upon very good 
• '--' terms with his fifter. The anfw~rwhich Licinia 

gave my daughter waS, that her hufband being 
gone into Spain, fhe durO: not remove i in his 
abfence and without his knowledge. I am 
greatly .obliged to you for being fa defirou! 
of my company as to be impatient tl) get into 
a houCe where you may, not only be near me, 
but actually under the fame roof. Be aifured, 
I am no Ids delirous of having you for my 
neighbour: apd as I am fenfible how much it 
will contribute to our mutual fatisfaEtion) I fhall 
try every expedient for that purpofe. If I 
fuould have any fuccefs, I will let you know: 
in the mean while, I beg you would return me 
a particular anfwer to this letter, and tell me at 
the fame time when I may expeCt to fee YOll. 
Farewel. 

I This lady (eems to have been the tenant of the haufe, 
which Gallus wanted elther to buy or hire. 

LET-
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LET T E R IV. 

To PUBLIUS LENTULUS: Proconful. 

M AR C us Plretorius will fully inform A.U.69R. 

you of the promifes we have receIved '-- ~ 
from Pompey, together with every other cir-

.f • 

curnftance that ~as been eaher attempted, or ef-

feCted in your favour. He was not only prefent, 

but indeed a principal agent tlfroughout the 

whole proceed:ng5: and he aCted in every article 

of your concem~, agreeablY to what might be 
expeCted from a judicious, a vigilant, and an 

affeCtionate friend. To him Iikewife, I muff 

refer you for an account of public affairs; n()t 

well knowing what to fay of them myfelf. ThIS 
much, however, J can affure you, that they are 

in the hands (and in the hands they are likely 
to remai n) of our profefftd friend!. s. As for 
myfelf, both gratitude and prudence, together 

with your parcicular advice, have determined 

me, as they Otl~lt, to join In ins 6 intereft, 

whom you were formerly defirous of afi"ociating 

with you in mine. Y au are fenfible nevenhe­
lefs~ how difficult It is to renounce cur old and 

, C:efar. Pompey, and CralI"us . 
• Pomp!"y. 

habitual 
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A.U.~8. habitual notions of politics: efpecially under 

.... w 'a full perfuation of their reB:irude. However 

I conform myfelf to his fyftem, fince I c.annot 

with any decency oppofe him: and whatever 

fume may perhaI?s imagine, J am by no me,ans 

aCting in this a counterfeit part. The truth 
of it is. Pompey has gained fuch an abfolute 

poifeffion of my efteem, that I begm to look 

upon every thing as juft and reafonable, which 

falls in widt his interefr or Inclination 7. I 

fhould dunk too it would be no imprudent 

refolution even in illS adverf.uies themfelve~, 

to defift from an oppofitlon to whIch they 

are ev:dently unequal. I n the mean time, I 
pave the fausfacbon to find the world in ge­
neral agreed, that my charaEter r('quires I 1hould 

{upport, or at leafl: not obltruEt, the mf'afures 

of Pompey: while fome are even of opinion I 
may reafonably retire from all publIC buCnefsj 

to my favourite pUi fuits of a literary kind. And 

indeed were I not prevented by my friendfhip 

to pompey; I {}wllld moil: certainly ad{)pt this 

latter fcheme, as of ~ll others the moil fuuable 

to my inclinations. For I can no.w no longer 

maintain that dignity 10 the fenate, and that 

fn:edom in the commonwealth, which, waS the 

, See remark 17th, p. 171. of this vol. 
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fingle motive of my ambition, and the fole cnd A.V.6911. 

I propored to myrelf in aU my labours: a mif. w",""" 
fortune, however, which is not peculiar to my .. 
felf, but extends to every Roman in general. In 
a word, I am under the fad neceffity either of 
tamely fubmitting to the fentiments of thofo 
few who lead the republic, or of imprudently 
joining in a weak and fruic1efs oppofition·. 
I the rather mention thi~, that you may deli-, 
berate', before your return amongft us, what 
part it may be advifable for you to aCt in due 
prefent conjunCl:ure. To fpeak freely j the mea.-
fures both of thofe of Senatonan and Eque-
firian rank, and indeed the whole fyftem of 
the commonwealth in general, are totally 
c11anged. All therefore that I have now to 
wilh, is the prefervation of the publJc tranquil-

, A determined p:miot could not h:tvp been reduced to 
the alternative which Clcero here mentIOns. n, there 
,vas a third expedient which every man of ilnfr poliucal 
integrity, who dared to act up to his principles. would 
undoubtedly have embraced. "An hond!: phyJlclan (fap 
" Sir Wilham Temple) is ex,uft:d for leavmg hiS patient, 
H when he finds the dl(ea(e growing de[perate, and can 
.. by hiS attendance expeCl only to leceive ]11, o .... n f .. es, 
C< Without any hopes or appearance of deferving them!' 
Our a\lthor In one of his oration> menhOlli 1t to the im­
Ihortalllonout of the cclcbr:ttcd Metdlus, that de Cn.JZtate 
tif'C'fdere 'lIla", de fllluniia mallilt: and he who IS actuated by 
ttnr fame fJblime patrlotifm, will r;f:\ er find lumfelf under 
the poor necdIity of Jufitfyll\g w;ong mcafures by the 
unpoffibility-of ~nfor'Ing ng I].t ones. Sec remark 30. p. 181. 
of this vol. 

VOL. I. I lity: 
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A.U.69S• lity: which (hore who are in the adminiftration 
.... '"=-' feelli to give us a profpefr of enj~ying, if a cer­

tain party could be prevailed upon to fubmit 
with lefs impatience to their power. As to any 
hopes of fupporting in the [enate that true c~n­
fular charaCter of a firm and inflexible patriot i 
it is in vain noW to expe8: it: every mean for 
that purpofe is totally loft, by the miftaken 
conduct of thofe who difobhged Pompey 8, and 

dlffolved that ftrong union which fubfifted be­
tween the fenate and the Equefrrian order 9. 

• Pompey was vety deCtrous of having the feveral gran~$ 
which he had made to the cines of ACta, afi;er his aefeat 
of Mithridates, conhrlJ"led by the fenate: in wh;,h he was 
ftrongly oppofed by Cato, Metellus Celer, Lucullus and 
others. This occafioned a breach between Pompey and the 
fenate, and gave Czfar an opportunity of eftabldung an 
intereH with the former; wluch at that junBure he found 
necelfary for his purpofes. Accordmgly, belng foo"1 after 
elcEted conful, he procured a law from the people to ranf) 
thefe aEts. Suet. Z1Z Jul. Ca:j. 19. 

g The farmers ot the public re\'enueS, who were com­
pofed of the printlpal perfon.> among the Equeftnan order, 
having, as they pretended, rented fome branch of the 
finances at too high a rate, applied to the fenate for relief. 
Tbc:ir demands, It feem&, were unreafonable: however. 
in the fituation wherem public a/falrs then ftood, it was 
thought rruucnt by the more moderate party, not to dif­
oblIge fo confiderable a body of men.. But ClltO obfti­
nately oppofed their demands: and by hI!, means the (enate. 
after keep1n~ th~m m fufpence for feveral months, a.length 
reJcfted thelT petitIOn. But Czfar, who kucw how to turn 
every itlcldent to his advantage, took up the intereft.s. qf 
thefe knights' nnd In his confulllup obtal1lea from the 
people a rem\{I"Ion of one-thud part of the fupulated rent. 
This fingle piece of pohc), (as one of the Greek hiftorians 
obferve;) gave him a more confiderable accetlion of power, 

But 
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But to return to what more ilnmediateJy tt­
Jates to your OtllJl private affairs i-PompEy 'is 
extremely yOW' friend: and by all that I CaR 

obferve, you may obtain any thing you fhaU 
depre during his confuHhip '. At leaft {I lhaU 
follicit him very ftrenuoufly for that purpofe: 
and you may my upon my moil aCtive offices i. 
every inftance where you are concerned. I am 
well perfuaded my affiduity upon this occafion 
will not be difagreeable to him: on tht> contrary 
he will receive it with pleafure, were it for no 
othrr rear on than as affording him a proof of 
my grateful difpofition. In the mean time, I 
intreat you to believe, that whatever bears the 
leaft conneB:ion with your interefts, is of more 
importance to me than my own. From there 
fentlmeuts it is, that I defpair not only of being 
able to return, but even fufficiently to acknow­
ledge, the infinite obligations lowe you: tho· 
at the fame time I am confcious of having ex­
erted, upon all occafions, the moft unwearjed 
endeavours in your fervice. 

It is rumoured here, that you have obtained a 
complete viCtory: and we impatiently expett an 

.rve" than he had before acquired by means of the peo· 
pie; as it gained over a much mort' important order to 
hiS party. Ad Alt. ii. I. Suet. 111 Jul. ellj. 20. Ai . ./1. 
C. ii. 

i Pompey and CraJrus we; .. at this time c:onfuIs. 

I 2 exprefi 

liS 

A.U.69L 
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A.U.69l1. exprefs with the confirmation of this agreeable 
.... ..- I n·ews. I have already talked with Pompey 

upon this fubjeCt:: and as foon as your courier 
arrives, I fhall employ my utmoft diligence In 

convening the fenate. In fine, were I to perform 
much more for your intereft than lies within 
'the compafs of my prefent power, I 1hould frill 
think I had fallen far iliort of what you have a 
right to expea. Farewc1. 

LE T T E R V. 

To MARCUS MAR-IUS'. 

I F'your general valetudinary difpoficion, pre. 
vented you from being a fpea:ator of our late 

public entertainments J; it is more to fortune tha:t 
to phllofophy that I am to impute your abf~nce. 

But if you dec~ined our party for no other rea.-

~ The perfon to whom this letter i~ addrelfed, feems tb 
ha\e been of a temper and conihtution, that placed him 
Jar below the ambItion of brmg known to pofierity But 
a pri, alt. kUt r from CICCT\)'" hands. has been futIiclent to 
dlfpel the obfcullty he appears to have loved, and to render 
h~~ retirement confplcuoUS. 

3 They were exhibited by Pompey at the opening of his 
thC'atre one of the moft magnificent Ilructlll'Cs of ancient 
Rome, .1Ild fo extenfive a~ to contau. no lets than 80,00Q 

fpeHators. It wa, bUllt after the model of ont' Whlci.-h; 
law at !vlltylene. in his return from the Mithridatie war f 
and adorn~d ,~lth the noblefl: ornaments of fbtuary and 
pamtmg 50me remain' of this immenfe bulldmg .!\11l 
1ubfift L,,!· ... '\Xi>:. 1'1.71.][. N. vii. 3. Plul. m 'i/zt. Pomp. 

fO,D 
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fan than as holding in juO: contempt what the A.'V.~8. 
generality of the world fo abfurdly admire, I ~ 
muO: at once cODgratulate you both on your 
health and your judgment. 1 fay this upon a 
fuppoficion howevPr, thac YOll were enjoying the 
philofophical advantages of that delightful [cene, 
in which, 1 imagine, you were almoft wholly de-
ferted. At the fame time that your neighbours, 
probably, were nodding over the 4ttll humour of 
our trite farces j my friend, I -dare fay) was in-
dulging his morning meditations in that elegant 
apartment, from whence you have opened a 
profpect to Sejanum, thro' the Stabian hills·. 

4 Sejanum (if that bt the true reading' for the Mfs. 
differ extremely) is found in no other ancient aUlhor. 
Stabire was a maritime town in Campania, fituated upon 
the bay of Naples, from whence the adjoming hllis here 
mentIoned took their name. One may figure the philofo~ 
phlcal Marius as looking down upon the ",orld Ii om thn 
hIS delightful retirement, WIth refiechons of tlJe Jame J..l1Jd 
as thofe which the poet has fo exquiKu:!y Imaged, 1'1. tr.. 
following beautiful hnes . 

Here, on a jingle plank, throwII faft on ./hare, 
I hear tfoe lum"lt oj the dtjia1lt throng. 
As that oj/cas remote, or l{Y17lg flomlJ. 
And medItate 011 ./cent! maN jiltll: JIt!I. 
Ifo e, bAt a foepberd jaz:ng from hIS {'ul, 

erouchlng hIS reed, or Icant1lg OIl hIS Jl ajJ, 
EagLl- a:nbltlon'I fiery chacc I fie: 
1 jee the clrcll1lg hunt of 1I0ify mcn 
BII,ji la'lv' J endrfore, leap ,he mOlll1dl of l1gh!. 
PUr/UI7tg 0(1" 1'111)11' d rach other" Imy; 
As '1VOlWI for rapllle, as the fox for 'lK.'zlcI : 

"I ill death, that mz.ghty hllnter, carths 11)(;m all' 
YOUNG. 

I ... 
j And 
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A.U.698. And whilft you were emplo1ing the refl: of the 
~ day in thore various polite amo{tments, which 

you have the happy privilege-' to plan out for 
yourfelf; we2 aIas~ had the mortification of 

tamely enduring thofe dramatical reprefep­
tations, [0 whi~h Mrerius;, it feems, our profeffed 

critic, had given his infallible fanchon! but u 
you will have the curiofity ~ perhaps, to require 

a more particular account; I muft tell you. 

~hat tho' our entertainments were extremely Q1ag-

5 This perron is fuppofed by the eommenta~ors, to he the 
fame to whofe Judgment Horace advifes the Plfos to refe\' 
theIr poetical compofitions ; 

-- S, 'luld tamm D!t", 

8m/jeris, In MlEti tieJceftdat Judi. 411ftl. Art. poet. 386. 

But the compliment paid in thefe lines to the tafte of Me­
tiu~, ill agrees with the con,temptuous manner in whIch 
Cicero here fpeaks of Pompey's dramati~ Cenfor. 

It appears by an ancIent fcholiaft on Horace, that Au­
guftu~ mlbtuted a kInd of poetical court of judicature, COII­

fuhn~ of nve )udJIIIH.. the chIef of which was Metius 1)rpJ. 
mentioned in tIlt,.s above quoted. They held theIr 
afi"emblies in the ~e of Apollo; and no poet was per­
mitted to bring his p"tay upon the ftage without their ap­
probation. Domitian {eems to have improved upon this 
eftahhlhment. and extende4 it into an academy that dif­
~buted prize& to thofe who excelled, not only in poetical. 
but profe compofitions. We have feen focleties of this fort 
formed among our neighbour-nations, with good effeCt; 
and perhaps If in this ~n1ta.nce, as well as in {owe others, we 
were to f{)i1ow their example; it might pro\1e a mean, not 
only of refining our language, and encOIH'aging a {pirit4-
polite literature, but of calfing olf our n&'ids from thofe 
pohucai fpeculations, which, tho' the privilege indeed, are 
Dot always the happinefs of every idle Briton. D&c. remarq. 
fur III x. Sut. dll 1. ii'll. d' Horae-e. SU~f. in DVlmt. ~ 

~ificen~ 
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nificent indeed, yet they were by no means fuch A.U.698. 

as lou would have reliilied: at leaft if I may ~ 
judge of your tafte by my own. Some of thofe 
aetors who had formerly diftinguifhed them-

felves with great applaufe, but had long fince 
retired, I imagined, in order to preferve the re-
putation they had raifed; were now again intro-

duced upon the fiage: as in honour, it [eems, 

of the feftival. Among thefe wu myoId friend 
JEfopus 6: but fo dIfferent from what we once 

6 He excelled in tragedy, and was the moll celebrated 
Acto .. that had ever appeared upon the Roman fl:age. CI­
tero et:perienced the advantage of his friendlhlp and his 
talents dllring his exile: for lEfopus being engaged in a 
part upon the ftage, wherem there were feveral pa/Iages 
that might be applied to our author's misfortunes. this ex­
cellent tragedian pronounceli them with fa peculiar and 
Affecting an emphafis, that the whole audience Immedi­
ately took the allufion; alld it had a better effect, as Ci­
cero :t1:knowledge... thau any thmg hiS own eloquence 
could have exprelfed for the fame purpnfe. But it i~ not In 

thiS inftance alone that Cicero was oblijed to l£fl'lpus; as 
it was by the advantai;c of hg precopts and example, that 
he laid the foundation of his oratofical fame. and im­
proved himfelf 111 ~he art of eloclttion. The high value 
which. the Romans fet upon the talen~s of this pathetic 
attol', appears by the Immenfe en-ate which he acquired 
in his profeffion: for he died worth almoil: 1.00,000/. fter­
lmg. He left a fon bC:lifld him. whofe remarkable extra­
vagance 13 recorded by the Roman fatyrill. This youth 
ftavmg reCeIved a prefel'lt from a favourite lady of a pearl 
out uf her ear, worth a million of fefterces, or about 8000 I. 
of our money, dllfolved it in a liqui4, and gallandy drank 
~t ofF: to the health, we may [uppore, of his ~enerous 
millrefs. Pliny the naturaliA:, who likeWlfe mentlons this 
fiory, adds, that he prefented at the fame time to each of 
hiS gu~ftq a cup of the fame valuable ingredient. Oral. IrQ 

I 4 knew 
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A.U.698. kn~w him, that the whole audimce agreed he 
~ ought to be excufed from aCtimg any rflore. 

For when he was pronouncing the celebrated 

oath, 

If I deceive, 'be yo've': dread 'vengeance hurl'd, &c. 

the poor old man's voice failed him: and he 
had not ftnmgrh to go through with the fpeech. 
As to the other parts of our theatrical enter~ 
uinmems, you know the nature of them fo well) 
that it 'jf) fcarce nece1Tary to mention them. 

They had Iefs indeed to plead in their favour, • than even the man ordinary reprefentations of 
this kind can ufually claim. The enormous 
parade with which they were attended, and 
which, I dare fay, you would very willingly 
have fpared, deftroyed all the grace of the 
per(onnance. What pleafure could it afford to 
a judicious fptChttor, to fee a thoufand mules 
prancing about the ftage, in the tragedy of Cly­
tremneilra; or whole regiments accoutred in fo­
r~jgn armour, in that of the 'Irojan harye? In a 
word, what man of feore could be entertained 
with viewing a mock army drawn up on tht! 
ftage in battle: array? Thefe, J confefs, are fpee. 
tades extremely well adapted to captivate vul .. 

Sext. 56. Plllt. In 'V1t. Cuero M4cro6. Sltfurn. i£.;to. lior • 
.fot, ii. ~. ver. z3~. Pim. p. N. x. 51' ' 

gar 
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gar eyes; but undoubtedly would have had no A.U.~ 
charm in yours. In plain truth, my friEnd, ~ 
you would have received more amufement from 
the dulleft piece that Protogenes could poffibly 
haxe read to you 7, (my own orations however 
let me always except) than we met with at there 
ridicuious fhews. I am well per[uaded at leaft, 
you could not regret the lofs of our Ofcian and 
Grecian farces 8. Your own noble [enate will 

always furnifh you with drolkry fufficient of 
the former kind 9: and as to the latter, I k.now 
you have fuch an utter averfion to every thing 
that bears the name of Greek, that you will 

7 It was ufual with perfons of diftinClion amongft the 
Romans, to keep a fiave in their family whore role bllfinef, 
it was to read to them. Protogenes feems to have attended 
Marius in that capacity. 

• The Oreian farces were fo called from the O(ei, an 
.. "cient people of Campania, from whom the Romans re­
eenoed them. They (eem to have betn of the fume kind 
with our Bart~Jomew droUs, and to have confilled of 
low and obfcene hU\llollr. As to the nature of the Greek 
farce" the cntlcs are not agreed. Manutius fuppofes they 
o4ilUf£red only from the former, as being written in the 
Greek language. But it does not appear that Greek!lay~ 
\'vel e ever reprefented upon the Roman ftage: an the 
moft probable account of them is, that they were a fort 
d pantomime~ in ImItation of thofe on the Grecian the­
atre. Llv, vlio 2. Mong. rem. fur les lett, it .Att. vj. 

4"" 9 The municipal or corporate towns in Italy were go. 
\. rrned by maglftrates of their CJWn, who probably made 
much the fame fort of ligure in their rural fenate, as 
our Burgeiles in their town-hall. This,;.t Jeaft (eenls to 
have been the cafe in that corporation to wh.ieh Marius 
j,(longed. and to ha've given octalion to our author's 
r,[,!]ery. 

8 not 
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not even travel the Grecian road to your villa f. 
As. I remember you once defpifed our formi­
dable gladiators \ I cannot fuppofe you would 

• Perhaps the Grecian road might be much out of re­
pair, and httle frequented at the time when this letter was 
written: and on that circumftance Cicero, it is pollible. 
may have founded 1m witticifm. Among the many in­
fiances of Roman magnificence. that of their public roads 
is particularly obfervable. They were formed at an Im­
menfe coft, and extended to a great dlftance from all fides 
of the city. LlpfiJS computes the Appian way at 350 
miles. fome part of which jEll remains as enUre as when 
it was firft made; though It has nOw fubfifted above 1800 

years. It i. twelve feet broad, and chIefly compofed of 
blue frones about a foot and a half [quare. ~~riminals of a 
lees atrocious fort, were generally employed in thofe ufeful 
works. and perha!,s It mIght be well worthy the con./\de­
ration of the leglfiature, whether punifhments of this kind 
in delInquencies of the fame nature. might not in all re­
{peei> be of more advantage to the publIc, than ,hat which 
{cems to ~ave fo httle effett 10 reftraming the violences that 
are daily committed amongft us. Llp[, dr. mllgmf. Rom. 
Burnet'J 'Tra'lJ.iet.lv. Pill!. EpzJ1. x. 33' 

• Gra:viu, [uppofes (and it 1> a conJefrure extremely pro­
bable) that thiS alludes to fome ferVlcc, which Clce:o had 
receIved from Manu,. In dtfendtng hIm againft the out-
rages of Clodius's mob. l' 

The firfr Ihew of gladiators exhibited In Rome, was given 
by the Brutl In honour of their father's obfcquies: about 
200 ye:u, before the date of thiS letter. Origmahy tIle 
un!:lap?; \' etr;:hr'S wb.';:, \~"Ie eX}1'Jfed in t11i& manner, were 
eill.er pnfoners taken 10 war, or pubhc criminals: but in 
pIOcefs of time it grew mto a profe1Iion. and there were 
men who hired themfelves out for this purpofe. Attlcus. 
who (eems to have omitted no oPFortumty of imprm":g 
his finances, had a band of ~lad14tors wInch he let OUt 

on pubhc occafions, to thofe ffho were not rich enough to 
maintain them lit their own expence. The paffion for thete' 
combats became at length fo Immoderate. that it was ufual 
to eXt,ibn matches of gladiators at theIr private entertain­
ments: and not only men of the firll quality, but even 
women ent\!red ~efe hfts. Reafon~ molt \lndQubtedly. 

have 



BOOK II. OF C I'e E R O. 123 
have looked with lefs contempt on our athletic * A.U.69f,. 
performers: and indeed Pompey himfelf ac~ --v-t 

knowledges, that they did not anfwer the pains 
and expence they had coft him. The remamder 
of Qur dlverfions confifted in combats of wild 
beafts l, which were exhibited every morning 

(annot but rife up againft fpeehcles of this fanguinary 
kmd. It IS obfervable, however, that they were not lntrQ_ 
dcced among the Romans till they began to be civIlIzed: 
and their pallion for thefe cruel combat~ feems to have 
gathered ftrength in proportion as their mannelS, in all other 
refpeCls, became more refined. There IS indeed a \\on. 
derful difpofition in human nature, to be pleafed with fights 
of horror: which even the moft pohte natIOns, in their 
hlgheft periods of improvement, have not been able en­
tirely to fubdue. A very mgenious French wrlter imagmes .. 
that if we did not profers a religion which abfoluteIy (01-

bids the wanton defiruchon of our fpecies, we fhould foon 
convert our prize-fighters lnto gladiators, and be as fan­
gumary m our diverfions as the Romans themfelves. LI'7). 

xxxix. 22. Ad Att. iv. 8. Strab. v. P.173. Slat. Syl'1J. i. 
6. '1Jer. 53. fluet. m Vl! Jill. 19. R'.ftex.Jur fa poe]. etJurla 
pemt. i. 18. -

a The athletic games were of a lefs cruel kind than 
thofe defcribed in the precedmg note, as they princlpally 
confifted of running, wrell:hng and boxing-matchc~. [t 
fometlmes happened indeed that one of the combatants ]011: 
'ftft~: but tlus was contrary to the laws of the fporl; 
and if It appeared to have been the effect ~ defign m his 
lkivcmary. though he was not puniihed with death, he was 
puniihed in a way frill more dreaded, by bemg deprived 
of the crown that would otherwlfe have been due to his 
~ory. Paufanias mentions a~ athletic combatant whQ 
hav1ng incurred this penalty, Was fo affected by the dif­
grace, that he 10ft 1m fenfes. 

, Bealls of the w!1dell: and moll: 4lncommon kinds wete 
feat fot upon thefe occafions, from every COl ner of the 
knoWI\,worlci;. and Dion Caffius relates, that no lefs than 
iOO lioJ1s were killed at thefe hunt1i1g-matches. With whtth. 
,rompey 'entertaine~ the people. Dzo, Lzb. XXXIX. 

1lnd 
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and afternoon during five da}t fucceffively; and 
it muft be owned, they were magnifir.ent. Yet 
after all, what entertainment can ?offibly arife 
to an elegant and hllmanized mind, from feeing 
a noble bea{\: ftruck to the heart by its mercjlefs 
hunter, or one of our own weak fpeclcs cruelly 
mangled, by an animal of much fllperiour 
flrength? But were there any thing rcally worth 
obferving in fpectacles of thl<; favage kind; 
they are fpeCl:acles extremely familiar to you ~ 

~iJ1d thore I am fpeahmg of, had not any pecu­
liar novdry to recommend them. The laft day's 
fport was compored entirely of elephant~ : which, 
tho' they made the common people ftare indeed, 
did not ieem ho\\ever to afford them any great 

f.lti~faaion. On the conti ary, the tt-rribl,.. 
n.lUghter of there poor animals, created a gene­
Tal commiferation: as It is a prevailIng notion, 

that thefe creatures in fome degree partIcipate 
of our rational faculties "". 

That yo~ may not imagine I had the /lappi­
nefs of being perfectly at my eafe during the 
wnole of this pompous feftival i I muft acquaint 

4- Thii was not merely a vulgar opinion. but entertained 
by fome ot the learned amopg the anClent,. ;... appea~ 
from the lail cited hIltorian: who likewife takes notice flow 
much the fpeaators tlf Pompey's {hews were affet1ed by the 
~ournful cnt. of tilcfc poor anirnau. DIO, 1.16. xxUx. 

you~ 
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you, that while the people were amufing them· 
felves ac .t.b.~ plays, f was almofl: killed with the 
fatigue of ~eading for your friehd Gallus Ca­
mmus. Were the world as much inclined to 

fav~)Ur my retreat, as they fhewed themfelves in 
the cafe of lEfopus; believe me, I would for 
ever renounce my al't, and fpend the re\;nainder 

of my days with you and fome others of the 
fame pllliofophical turn. The truth of it is, I 

began to grow weary of this employment, ev~n 
at a time when youth and ambition prompted 

my perfeverance: and I will add too, when I 
was at full ltberty to exercife it in defence or 
thofe only whom I was mclined to allift-. But 
in my prefent Clrcumftances~ it is abfolute fla­
very. For, on the one fide, I never expeCt to 
reap any advantage from my labours of thi .. 
kind, and on the other, in comph:mre witll 
follicltations which I cannot refufel I am fome· 
times under the dlfJgreeabk neceffity of appt'lr-

7ng as an advocate in behalf of _fe, who III 
deferve thac favour at my hands. For thefe: 
reafons I am framing every pollible pretence for 

, Cicero was now wholly under the infiLlence of PYll1-
pey and Cz:far. bu: the ~rtlcular mll:ances qf hls unwor­
th)' fubmUfion to which he here only alIu.ies, ar~ menuoned 
more fully in a f.lbfequent letter to LentulJ~, and vll11 be 
conli4ere4l m the remark, on that eplftle. See letter 17' of 
dlLi book. remarks {. 3+ and 39' 

125 
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A.U.~g. living hereafter according to my own caire and 
'-"" ' fentiments: as I highly both approv,k, and ap­

plaud that retired fcene of life whi<th you have 

fo judiciouny chofen. I am fenfible at the fdme 

time, that this is the reafon you fo feldom ~iIit 
Rome. However I the lefs regret that you do 

not fee jt oftener, as the numberlefs unpleafing 

occupations in which I am engaged, would 

prevent me from enjoying the entertainment of 

your converfation, or giving you that of mine: 

if mine, indeed, can afford you any. But. it' 
tver I 1hould be fo fortunate as to difen ... 

tangle myfelf, in fome degree at leafi., ((or 1 
am contented not to be wholly releafeo) from 

thefe perplexing embarralfments; I will llnder­

take to {hew even my elegant friends, wht'rt'in 

the trueft refinements of life confift. In the 

mean WhIle, continue to take care of your 

health, that lOU may be able, when that happy 

time fhall arrive, to accompany me in my litter 
to my feveral villas. 

You mufrnnpute It to the excefs of my friend-

1hip and not to the abundance of my leifure, 

that I have lengthened this letcer beyond J"P" 
\Jfual extent. It was merw in compliance with 

a requeft in one of yours, ~ere you intimate. a 

defire that I would co:npenfate in this manner 

what you loft by not being prefent at our public 
diverfions. 

4 
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diverfions. I {ban be extremely glad, i( I have A.U.~L 
fucceeded..;. if not, I fhall have the fatisfaCtion' '"-tt oJ 

however to \hink, that you will for the future 
be more inclmed to give us your company on 

the~e occafions, than to rely on my letters .for 
your amufement. Farewel. 

LET T E R VI. 

To <l!!INTUS PHILIPPUS: proconful a• 

T I10' I am too well convinced of your 
friendfhip and efteem, to fufpeCl: that you 

are unmindful of my former application in be­
half of my friends Oppius and Egnatius; yet I 
lOan not forbear again recommending their joint 

affairs to your proteCtion. My conneCtion in­
deed with thl:' latter is of fo powerful a kind, 
that I could not be more fol11cltoUS for my own 
perfona! concerns. I imreat you therefore to 
give him proofs of my enjoying that lhare of 
,.PlI :irrecCton, which I perfuade myfelf I pof-

"-The perron to whom this letter is addreired, and the 
tune when It was written, are equally unknown. PlghilU 
fl ppofes he was govhnor of Mia, m the year of Rome 
~\:I. But in this mfian(;e the ufual a(;curac) of'llthat labo. 
f1o'11 annahft, fcems to h~v~ talled him. For it appears by 
a letter of congratulauon _ch Cicero writes to PhilippLl.s 
upon his return from the province, that he muft have been 
proconful at fome penod prevIous to the ci vI! war: Gratu/fJr 
f,h, (fays he) lJuod ex prO'IJZ1IC1R .fai'VfUfl Ie ad IlIfJS recep'1ftr 
incolumlfama et REPUBLICA. 1.ptjf. Famll. xW. 73. See 
let. 2Z. p. :no. of this vol. 

fefs: 
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A.U.6pS. fefs: and be aifured you cannot {hew me a 
~ 4 more agreeable inftance of your fr~en$l!hip. 

Farewel. 

LE T T E R VII. 

To MARCUS LICINIUS CR.ASSUS 6. 

A.U.699· I Am perfuaded that an your friends have in~ 
~-.J formed you, of the zeal with which I lately 

both defended and promoted your dignities 7 ~ 

«I fIe had been twice conful in conjun&ion with Pom­
pey. and was at this time governor of Syna: to which 
province he fucceeded at the expiration of his fecond con­
fulate, the year preccdmg the date of this lettet. He '" as 
t:1I:.xmcd llmong the conliderdolc cra.tors (Jf his a.ge: but 
his principal dllhnClion feems to have been, his Immenft" 
wealth, the greateft part of which he aeqltired by Ibarinr 
in the confilcated e!tates of thofe unhappy vi&rns who 
fell a facrifice to the cruel ambition of Sylla. In hi. /irf!­
confulate he gave a general treat to the people upon ten 
thoufand tables, and <It the f.lme time dlfinbuted to them 
a largefa of three months provifion of corn. Pillt. III 'VII. 
CrajJi. Dian Caff. xxxix. 

7 Cra[us accepted the province of Syri~, merely with :l 

defign of making war upon the ParthIan,: for whIch how­
ever there was no other pretence, than what his b!!Il\1(U~: 
avarice and ambition fuggdled. Accordl1laly. fome of the 
tribunes endeavoured to obftrutl Jns Ie\ les for thl' expedi­
tion. and wN:n that attempt failed. Ateilts, one of ti,elr 
number. had rec:ourfe to certain fuperfiiti'Jus ccumollles of 
theIr retipon. and devoted him in form to deftruilion. It 
was a general per[uallon that nQtlle ever efcaped the eifo{'. oJl 

thofe mytlerious execrations. and in the I>reflltlt mfiance. 
the event happened to corrcfpon<i WIth this popular belief. 
For CroJI"us, together wich Ius army. periOle:d in tins enter­
prize. The judicious Manutlus conJeCtures. that after Craf­
fus had left Rome fome m->tlon wa, made in the fenate for' 
reglUing him, whkh ga.e oc:canon to Cleero's fervices aIJtl 

as 
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as indeed it was too warm and too confpicuous 

~ been paired over in filence. The oppor 

fition I ~'e(i with from the confuls \ as well as 

from fevera\ others of confular rank, was th~ 
i1:rongdl. I e\er encountered: and you mu{t 

now look upon me as your declar~d advocat(! 

upon all occafions, where your glory is can· 

cemed. Thus have I abundantly c-'mpenfatec1 

for the intermiffion of thofe gaol' offi~(s, whic/-l 

th~ friendihip between us had long g yen you ;#. 

tight to claIm: but which, by a varil"ty of acci.' 

dents} have lately been fomewhat interrupted .. 

There never was; a tune, believe me, when 1 
'WanteD. an int'nna't10n to cu'rnva'te your e\r.eem, 

or promote your Il1terefr. Though, it mull: bQ 

owned, a certain fet of men, who are the bane 

of all amicable intercourfe, and who enVIed U!l 

the mutual honour that refulteJ from OUrs, have 

upon fame occafions been fa unhappIly fucce[~­

ful as to create a coolnefs between us 9. It has 

tOiii"1l"'~ent letter. ThiS fllppofition however, tho' indeed 
highly probable, IS not fUPPllrt:d by any ot the hdronans. 
/?l.t!. lit -Jzt. C, c#;. DlO. XXXIX. Pc! Pat, rc 11. 46. 

a The confuls of this year wrre L. Domlt1U$ Ahenobar­
bus, and ApP1US Claudius PulchC'1 
.{'1.~Uow effeB:ually foever Cicero might have fcrved 
Craffll; upon the occafion to whIch thiS letter relates; II! 

l5 molt certam 1115 good offices dlJ not proceed from a 
pnnople of fnendlll1p. It is extrc mel} probable indeed 
that hIS fupportmg the caufe of Cralfu5 m tnt fenate, i~ Qne 
of thofe mftances of opr author's fuojefuon, of which he 
complams In the preceding letter. and that it was entmly 

VOL. 1. K hap-
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A.U.699' happened however, (what I r~ther wifhed than 
~ expeCted) that I have found an opport~~i~f~ 

even when your affairs were in thL1101t pro[­
perous train, of giving a public .eftimony by 
my fervices to you, that I aJw-!ys molt fin­
cerely preferved the remembrance of our forliler 
amity. The truth is, I have approved myfdf 
your friend, not only to the full conviCtion of 
your family in particubr, but of all Ronle in 
general. In confequence of which, that moil: va­
luable of women, your excellent wife', together 

in compliance with the incliNttions of Ca:far and Pompey, 
wuh whom CI affus wa, n<lW united. The (oolnefs here 
mentioned feems to have fubJiftcd ever fmce the affair of 
Caulme in whofe confpiracy, as one of the wltneifes ex­
:.mmed upon that occaJion depo[ed, CraJfu~ wa9 concerned. 
There were few indeed who gave credIt to thIs ev;dcnce: 
and the (I'Rate, upon the motIOn of CIcero, voted :t fal(e 
and mallcIOuo. Craffus neverthelefs affuled Salull (31 that 
hitlonan declare~) that this afFlont was thrown upon Inm 
by the artlh~es of Cicero himfclf. But whether Cr.·!fus 
had any Jull ground for thi- fufpIclOn, or whether It was 
fuggefted to hIm by the falfe mfinuations of thofe to whom 
Cicero hae alludes, IS a quelhon by no mean, c:lp:lble of 
being determmed by any Clrcllmllance m till' h:ilory or 
charafl:cr of the two men. It I, ccrtam th:lt <...' ~D- .[!~HL 
thiS time conceIved a lfrOllg and Ip Ibng avel J~O'1 to our 
author. a, on the other haud, that Clc.'ro aft ... t the death 
of Cralfus pubhfhed an oratIon in whIch he cxpr ~i1v charged 
him with being engaged In thIS con1l)lracy. Hawn er :, 
formal reconclliatlon had lately paired bChH ell them. alL,f 
when Craifu5 fet out for hIS eaftern expeditlol', they parted 
with all the extenor marks of a ll'1Cere fnendfh,p. Ad 
Att. iv. 13. Salujl. Bel. Cat. 49. PIIil. In 'lilt. eraff:. Elyl. 
Fall. i. 9. 

, ThIS lady's name was Trrtulla. and if Su~tonius may 
he credIted, the was better acquainted With rome of Ca:[ar's 
talenti th:m was altogether confdlent with her bcmg (whaL 

with 
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with thofe illulhious models of virtue and filial A.U 699-

~J-9.~r two aruiable fons, have perpetual ~ 
recourfe to' ,my affifrance and advice: and the 

whole worki'~ fenfible, that no one is nlore 
zealouily difpc;jt'd to ferve you than myfelf. 

tour famIly-correfpondents have informed 

you, I imagIne, of what has hitherto pailed in 

your affair, as well as of what is at pn:fent in 

agitation. As for myfdf, I mtreat you to do 

me th~ juibce to believe, that it was not :tny' 

fudden flart of inclination, which difpofed me 

to embrace this opporrunity of vmdlcatmg your 

honour: on the contrary, it was my ambition 
from the firft moment I entered the Forum, to 
be ranked in tbe number of your friends Z. 

I have the fatisfaCl:ion to nfleCl:, thlt I have 

nt'ver, from that time to this hour, failed in 

the highcfr fentiments of efteem for you: and 
I doubt not you have always retained the fctme 

affeEtionate regard towards me. If the effeCts 

'm' .t~·''''fl1utual difpofition have been intel­
Tupted by any httle fllfpicions, (for [ufpie ons 

~only, I am furl', they were) be the rememurance 

~lL' 0 here calls her) the mojl 'Valua!:le if all women. Suet. 
In J. GtE). 50' 

:> Cralfus was almoll: ten YC1rs older than Cicero; fo 
that when the latter fidt appeared at the i,~r, the for­
mer had ~lready eftabli111cd a I:naratte. by ill) O¥i1tQIlCal 
.b1l1t1es. 

gf 
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of them for ever blotted out of our hearts. I 
am perfuaded indeed from thofe virt _ ~ich 
form your charaCter, and from th e which I 
am defirous fhould dlftinguifh m' Ie, that our 

friendly union in the prefent cor.,unCture, c:n­
not but be attended with equal honour to us 
both. What inftances you may be willing to 
give me of your efteem, muft ce left to your 
own determination: but they will be fuch, I 
flatter myfelf, as may tend mof!: to advance my 
dignities. For my own parr, I faithfully pro­
n1ife the utmoit exertion of my beft ferv ices" in 
every article wherein I can contribute to mcreafe 
yours. Many, I know, wIll be roy riv'lls in 
thefe amicable offices: but it is a contention iii 
which all the world, I quefbon not, ann par­
ticularly your two ions, wIll acknowledge my 
fuperionty. Be affured, I love them both m a 
very uncommon degree; tho' I wIll own, thar 
Pubhus l is my favourite. From hIS infancy 

3 Wlntever flncerity might be "':lntlng ,n our ,lUrhor'., 
prufeffiuns of fncnJilup to tl.e fathd, It IS cel tam he had 
OJ. \ ery unfclgnt.d aJi'edlllll for th~ wn. <I, lnueed L1CC","C. 
had been greatly oblrged to his z' 110J~ krVlce~ when he 
\\as pcrfccuted by Clodwo. Sot'n .. flt'r tIm letter I' 'a:'> 
written, Pubhus toll owed IllS [;ither \\.lh a L<\{!y of 1:1:11-
llc cavalry mto Partilla, where he behaved wllh uncom­
mon bravery. but penlhed m that unfort~nJ.t'l. cJ..!Kdltion. 
He fell, not mdeed by the enemy, but by the h.\'ld of one 
of hj~ attendatlts; who ftabbrd hIm by hIS own orders, a, 
{coming to futvive fo fhameful a uefeat. Cu. U1 Britt. Pi, t. 

til.' /I. Gra.Jli. 
indeed" 
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~eed, he difcovered a fingular regard to me: A.U 699. 

as h't~rrticularly diftinguifhes me at this time I r..,J 

with aU th~ marks even of filial ft"fpeCt and 

affection. \ 
Let me deLre you to confider thi:. letter, not 

as a itrain of unmeaning compliment, but as 

a facred and fokmn covenant of friendfhip, 

which I fhall moll: fincercly and religiouDy 

obferve 4. I Dull now perfevere in being the 

advocate of your honours, not only (rum a 

motive ()f affeCtion, but from a principle of 
confiancy: and without any application on your 

part, you m,{y depend on my embracing every 

opportunity, wherem I !hall thmk my fervices 

may prove agreeable to your intereft, or your 

inclinations. Can you once doubt then, that 

+ It has been a{ferted in thefe rt:marks, that Cicero 
aCted a counterfclt part In his profclIions of fnemlfinp to 
Cra1Tu>' but as he here very ftrongly affirms the contrary, 
it wlll be proper to produce the oYldence. ThiS mdeed is 
Clccro hlmfelf. who In a letttr to AttlCUS WrItten not long 
~'buH:·o;.~;t: prefent, and wherein he gives an account of 
the departure of Cra1Tus for hiS Parthian expedmon, fpeaks 
nf him m a ftyle utterly irreconclleable wuh the fenti­
--:nents he here profe1Tes, and in terms of the utmoft con­
tempt. C,-ajJilm nojll um, fays he, ml'Zore dlgnztate alllnt pro­
ftlluTIl paludatllm, quamolzm-L. Pallium. 0 HOMINEM 

N ~ ~u AM' It m uft be owr.ed at the fame tIme, that it IS 

hlg1-Jly probable the heart of Crafius was as httle C'Oncerned 
in their pretended reconcuement as thn of CIcero: for 
Cra1TuJ generally regulated his attachments by hiS intereft. 
and was no farther a friend or an enemy than as it fuited 
wah hiS avame and ambltlOn. Ad .Att. iV'. J 3. Pluto In 
flilt. CIOjJi. 

any 
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A U.699 any requeft to me for thi5i purpofe, either b~ 

~ yourfdf or your family, will meet wl~h : thoft 
punCtual obfervance? I hope theref~re you will , 
not [cruple to employ me In all YC;..lr concerns, 

of whJt nalure or importance fuC'ver, as OIle 
who is rna!! faithfully your frIend: and that YOQ 

will direCt your family to apply to me in all their 

;t.ffairs of every kind, whether relating to you or 
to themfdves, to their friends or their depen~ 
dents. And be affured, I {hall fiJare no paInS to 

render your abfence as little uneafy to them as 

poffible. FareweL 

LET T E R VIlT. 

To JUT.IUS ClESAR 

I Am going to give YOLI an inftance how 
much I rely upon your affectionate [ervlccs, 

not only towards myieH~ but in favour alfo of 
my friends. . Ir wa~ my intention, i~; .. ~ 
gone abroad in ,lOy (orei8n employment, that 
Trebatius r. ihouJd hJ.ve accompallled me: and 

he would not have retllrned wIthout receiving, 

the hlghdl: and molt advamagcous honours I 

S C.:.(ar W:!s at thie. time in Gaul, prepanng fm his firll: 
eXpedltlOn Illto Btit:llll· wluch, as T Jcltus oblerves, he 
rallu;!r dlfcovercd tllan cOllq tH red. 

6 Sce .In acceunt of hllll~ ~~e followlng letter. 

thould 
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ft~~ld have been able to have conferred Up()n A.U.699. 

him.' ~ut as Pompey, I find, defers fettil)g' • ~ 
out upon his commiffton longer than I im",-
gined' ; and 1\ am apprehenfive ltkewife that the 
dowbts you know I entertain in regard to my 
attending him, may pollibly prevent, as th~y 

will certainly at leaft delay, my journey; I talte 
th':! liberty to refer Trebatius to your good of_ 
fices, for thofe benefits he expeCted to have r~-
ceived from mine. I have ventured indeed ~o 
promlf:~, that he will find you full as well-dif .. 
pored to advance his lOtereft, as I have always 
Sl&NitlS I\-I\IT Ire ~Lm"'V lArd l"lre': Sltri S n'1.T ~­
traordioary circumftance occurred, which feemed 
to c~nfinn this. opinion I entertained of YOUr 
genelofity. For in the very inftant I was talk_ 
ing with Balbus upon this fubject, your letter 
was delzvered to me: _~n the clofe of whIch you 
pleafantly tell me, that Ie in compliance with 

~ .. r~queft, you will make" Orfius king of 
" Gaul, or align him over to Lepta, and ad-

., A law had lately paIred, by which Pompey was in_ 
ve:fted WIth the government of Spain during five years: 
'and it was upon this occafton that Cicero had thou~hts of 
auendlog him as Ius heutenant. Pompey however, mfiea(i 
of going to hili province. chofe to connnue in Italy; tho· 
he [eems to have amufed Cicero with a notion of his in. 
tending the contrary. Fa; 1t appears by a letter to Atticlls 
wntten towards the latter end of this year, .tbat our author 
had fixed the day for hi~ departure. Pluto In 'I.I1t. Pomp. 
Ad All. iv. IS. 

K 4 " vanct: 
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A.U.699' Cf vance any other perron whom I ihould be if'. 
'--.--.1 cc elined to recommend." This had fo 1':L11ark ... 

able a cOIncidence with our dlfcourfe, that it 
ftruck both Rllbus and myfelf, ~I" a fOl t of a 

happy ome'l thar luJ !omethIng in It 1l10re 

than accidental 8. As It was my intention, 

therefore, before I received your letter, to have 
tranfimtted T rebatius to you; fo' I now con­

fign him to your patronage as upon your own 
invItation. Receive him then, my dear Cre(ar., 

with your ufual generofity; and dlflingu.fh han 
with every honour that my fohqt:mons can 

• Among the various kinds of omens obferved \t,lth 
much fupcribt,on by the Romans, that of words happ,,-l'lng 
to cotnclde wIth any partlculal fubJeCt under confidcf,ltIOIl, 
wa5 eftecmed of fingular regard. A remarkable mfi:;.:.ce 
of (hiS [oJ t IS recorded by LIVY· After the bUllllig of 
Rome by the GauJ~, It wa, Ikbated whether the capical 
ci ty fhould not be removed into the country of the V LlI, 

ThIS point W,l, long and warmly dlfcuffed, till at length 
thl' que!hon was decIded by an officer of the guard, who 
aCCldentallv p,dhng by thr f. nat('-hcu[e with hls company, 
Gllkd out to the cqfign, Slgllljd, fi"tlle ftgtlliJil 1m malle­
tOll tJ 011/lJN There \~ord, l!ClIlg heard by thl' f1th"r~ 
in councIl, \~cre conl!de.n::d dS a dIVine mtlmatlOn. anq 
it wa, ImmedIately and unan.noul1y agreed to rebuild the 
CIty on Its former lite. CaJa r , of all the Roman hllionans, 
has moll avoided the marvellous of thIS kmd: and it i5 ob. 
fervahle that he doe~ not mention a lingle prodlgy through­
out hl5 "hole Commcntanes, except in hls reI anon of the 
battle of Phar[aha. Upon that occafion indeed he very 
artfully falls III with t)llS ropuldT fupcrllitlon, and gives an 
account ot many preciH':hve mnmauons of that day's im­
portant e\'ent. And nothmg, ill trlJrh. could be more to 
hiS purpofe than thIS induect manner of perfuadmg his 
country men, that tht' Gods were partIes in tillS caufe. Lz'rJ. 
v. 55. C4 bel. (IV. iIi. 85· 

ir.duce 
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;nduce you to confer. I do not recommend A.U.699_ 

him iu the manner you fo jufrly rallied, when ... ... -..4 

I ",rote to you in favour of Orfil.'~: but I will 
take upon \ 'le to affure YOll, in true Roman 
fillcentv, t1ut there lIves not a man of ~-'-reater . .' 
mod,Jly dnd Olt'flt. I mllft not forge~ to men-
tion alfo (what Ind~ed IS h;s dlLhlgllllhing 

q Uti bfic<lllOl1) tholt he 1$ eminently lkllled in 

the laws of his country n, and happy in an 
uncommon ftrtngth of memory. I will not 

POInt out any p;!rticul.tr pIece of prcf,rment, 

wlllch I vnfh you to bdtow upon him: I 
1-'1111 only in general inticat YGll to admIt hIm 
into a ihare of your fnendfhip. N everthe­

lefs, If you ilioulJ think proper to dIflmguilh 
him with the tllbunate or prxfdlure', or any 

other little honours of rh'Jt nature; 1 fhall have 

9 The profeffion of the hw was held among the R(,m~n~. 
a~ it )S Wltrr U', m great e!le~m but thl> body of men 
jcem In g~n~r;).l to have acted I ather m the nalur~ of our 

'. <. ._~. 1 --.~ounjel, th,m as ad, ocate' dt the bdr The lalt.:r 
\\ as properly tbe provmce of tholC whom they Collled th~lr 
01 ('/01 S and for which every man of good knfe, a ready 
utterance, and a general knowledge of tue conft.tutlons of 
his countl y, was thought quahfied. e ... de oJ! 1l 19. 
de O,at. 55' &e. 

I The mllltJ.ry tnbunes were nrxt In rank to the licute­
n'lnts or commanders III chief under the gen~ral; a, the 
!'''jetllts leL~lOlI/s was the moll: honourable poll: In the Roman 
:1111.1e5 after that of the mlhtary tnbun(~ The bufinefs of 
the farmer was, amonb other .artlc\t'~, to d~clde all ~entro­
\ Lrfles that arofe among the foldlers; and that ot the latter 
Y. ab to carry the clllef ltandard of the Legion. 

no 
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no manner of objetlion. In good earneft, I 
intirely refign him out of my hands into yours, 
which never were hfted up in battle, or pledged, 
in friendfhip, without effecl:.-But I fear I have 
prelfed you farther upon this occauon than was 
necelfarv: however I know you will excu[e my 
warmth in the cau[e of a friend. Take care 
of your health, and continue to love me. 

Farewel. 

LET T E R IX. 

To T REB A T IUS '. 

I Never write to Crefar or Balbus, withollt 
taking occafion to mention you in the ad 

vantageous terms you deferve: ilnd this in a 
ftyle that evidently diftinguilhes me for your 
fincere well-wither. I hope therefore, you will 

'" This is the fame perf on in whore behalf the foregoinl' 
letter to C<efar IS wrltteo, and whIch [eems to have had [0 

good an effect, that we lind him mentlOned by Suetonius 
as m the number of C~far's particular fayountes. He ap­
pear' 1D this earher p:lTt of hIs hfe to have been of a more 
gay and Indolent dllpofitlOl1 than IS confllrCllt wl+h making 
a figure m bufmefs, but he afterwards however, be:..ame a 
very cclehratt'd lawyer: and one of the moll agreeable [a­
tires of Horace 1; addrefied to hUll under that hO'loUI able 
Ptal Olaer. If the Enghlh reader I, dtlirf'us of being ac­
quamted wIth the fpmt of th~t p.:rfOl maGee, he \VIII find It 
preferved, and even improved, amo.l!; Ml. Pope s eJi.cdlent 
lmltatlOns of Horace. 811et In '1.lt. Jul. Cffjar. 110/. Sat. 
a I. Pope's l'oems, '1.'oJ. 11 p. 1('9. 

check 
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check this idle paffion for the elegancies of A.U. ~ 
Rome, and refolucely perfevere in the purpore \ -" oJ 

of your journey, till your merit alld affiriuicy 
flull have outained the defired effect. In the 

m41rl ti:nc, your friends here will excufe your 

ab0ncc, no lefs than the lad.(.s of Corinth did 

that of Ivl.:dea in the play', when {he artfully 
perfllal~fs tly>m not to impure it to her as a 
crime, tllJt lhe had forf'lken her country: For, 
as !he tells tlJem, 

'Then arc 'Who diflant from their native jail, 
Still jo(' tbftr own and country's glory tot!: 

rVhile jome, Jaft-rooted to !beir pm'm!-Jpot, 

In lie are zifeleJs, and in death forgot. 

I n this larr inglorious c1afs you would moft cer­
talllly have heen numbered, had not your friends 

all confpired in fort:ing you from Rome.-But 

more of this another tlme: in the mean while 
,let me advife you, who know fo well how to 
manage lecuritles for others, to Jecure yourfelf 

3 Medea being enamol!red of Jaron, affiiled him in ob­
ta ning the golden fleece, and then fled wllh 111m from her 
father's court. He afterwards however deferted her for 
Lre'J[a the daughter of Creon kIng of C01!l1th, whom 
Medea de11:royed by certain magical arts. E.nl11us, a Ro­
man poet, who flounfhed about a century before the date of 
tlllS letter. formed a play upon this itory: frolll wInch pe:r­
formance the followmg hiles are q.loted. 

from 
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A.U.699· from the Britifh charioteers 4. And fince I 

\... .. cJ have been playing the Medea, let me make my 

exit with the following lines of the fame tra­

gedy, which are well worth your confrant re~ 

membrance: 

His wifdom,jUl'f, onfolly's confines lies, 

Who, wife for others, for himjelf's tmwtje. 

Farewe1. 

LET T E R X. 

To the Same. 

I Take all opportunities of writing In your 

favour: and I fhal1 be glad you would 

let me know with what fuccefs. My c:.hief 

relIance is on Balbus: in my letters to whom 

J frequently and warmly recommend your 

intereft. But why do .you not let me hear 

from you every time my brother dlfpatches i\ 

courier ~ 
_ I am informed there is neither gold nor filver 

in all Britain S. If that fhould be the cafe, I 

4 The armies of the ancient Britons Wf'rf' partly com~ 
pored of troops who fought in open chaTlot~; to the lnJe­
trees of whJch were fixed a kmd of !hort fcythe. GtE/. de 
hdl. Ga/!. i\'. 29. SlY ff";/ltanz 'temple' J mtrodufiu)lt to - the 
HIjI. rJ r.1}J,lalJd. 

5 .\ notlOn had prev31led among the Romans, that Britain 
abounded m gold and mYel mmcs 'lnd thl~ report, it IS 

would 
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would adviCe you to Ceize one of the enemy's A.U.6~ 
¥-y'" military cars, and drive back to us with aU 

expedition. But If you think you fhall be able 
to make your fortune without the affiil:ance of 
Britifh fpOlls; by all means eftablifh yourfelf in 
C~far's friendflup. To be fenous; both my 
brother and Balbus will be of great fervice to 
you for that purpofe: but, believe me, your 
own merit and affiduity will prove your beft re-

probable. firft Cuggcftcd to Cxfar the de/ign of conquf'J ing 
our Ifland. It was foon dlfcovcreJ however, that t!leie 
Cou:ces of wealth c,(lJted only In thur own ImagmatlOlIs ; 
and all their hopes of plunder eaded In "the lIttle advan­
tage they could make bv the Llle of thUt pliJoncn. CI­
cero takmg notice of th!') clrLl/mJtancc to AttIws, rIdIcules 
the pOI'erty and ignol arree of our Bnnlh anecfton ; wlucll 
gi\e~ oceafion to the 1.1gemous hlftor.an of hIS hfe tl) 

bf(ak out mto the followmg pertinent and utI ful tJbfava­
tiom. " From their :-alJlene, of thiS kll\d (l'l}S Dr. Mlu­
« dli~ton) one cannot 11elp refie[(ing on the Jurpnfing fate 
" and revolUtlons of kmgdom,. how Romt, once the 
" nuftrefs of the world, the leat of arts, empuc ~!1d p,lory. 
" now hes funk ill fi()th, ignorance, and poverty, en­
n {laved to the mof!: cruel as well as to th!" moll: cOl.temp­
e< uble of tyr:tnls, fuperfutlOn and relIgIOUS llnpo!lure: 
cr whil!' t!)~mote eouI'try, :mclently the JefC and cont, mpt 
" of the porrte RO'iham, 15 hecome the happy feat of li­
n berty, plenty and letters, flourlfhmg ill all tile arts and 
" reJinernent~ of C1VII hfe; yet runnmg perhaps the fame 
u courft, whIch Rome itfclf had run before 1t; from Vu­
" tuous mdullry to \>ealth; from wealth to luxury; from 
" luxury to an impati_nce ot difclplme and corruptlon of 
" morJ.ls, tlil by a total degeneracy and lof~ of virtue. 
" bemg grown r,pc for d~iB uchon, It falb a prey at !afl to 
.. forne hJ.rdy opprelfor, J.nd, WHit the lofs tJ( liberty. 
" hfing every dung elk that I, valuable, finks grJ.dually 
" agam mto Its origmal barbanfm." Ad A'I. IV. LIe of 
Cu. n. lOZ. 

commendation 
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A.u.~ commendation. You have every favourable cir­
.... T. oJ cumftance indeed for your advancement, that 

can be wifhed. On the one hand, you ate in 
the prime and vigour of your years; as On the 

other, you are ferving under a commander dif­

tinguifued for the generoGty of his difpoGtion, 
and to whom you have been recommended in 
the ftrongeft terms. In a word, there is not 
the leaft fear of your fuccefs, if your own ,can. 

currence be not wanting. F arewe1. 

LET T E R XI. 

To the Same. 

I Have received a very obliging letter from 

Crefar, wherein he teUs me, that tho' hi5 
numberlefs occupations have hitherto prevented 
him from feeing you fo often as he willies, 

he will certainly find an oppohm ~Ly or 6eing 

better acquainted with you. I haV'e aifured 
him in return, how extremely acceptable his 
generous fervices to you, w0l!ld prove to my­
kIf. But fure1y you are much too precipitate 
in your determinations ~ and I could not but 

wonder that you 1hould hav~ refufed the ad­
.anrages of a tribune's commiffion, efpecial1y 

t ~ 
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as you might have been excufed, it feems, A.U.6ft. 
from the functions of that poft. If you COO'7' • zJ 

tinue to act thus indifcreetly, I {hall certainly 
~xhibit an information againft you to your friends 

Vacerra and Manilius. I dare not venture 
h09lever, to lay the ctift before Cornelius: for 

as you prafefs to have learned all your wifdom 
from his inftructions; to arraign the pupil of 
imprudence, would be a tacit reflection, you 
know, upon the tutor. But in good carneft. 
I conjure you not to lofe the fairefr opportunity 

of making you~ fortune, that probably WIll ever 
fall again in your way .. 

I frequently recommend your interefts to 
Precianus, whom you mention; and he writes 
me word that he has done you forne good of­
fices. Let me know of what kind they are. I 
expect a letter upon your arrival in Britain. 
Farewel. 

LET-
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4.U.699· 
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LET T E R X1I. 

To the Same. 

I Have made your acknowledgments to my 
brother, in purfuance of your requefl:: and 

am glad to have an occafion of applauding you 
for being fixed at laft m fame fertled rtfolmion. 
The ftyle of your former letters, 1 wJl own, 

gave me a good deal of uneafinefs. Ane! allow 
me to fay, that in [orne of them you dlfcovered 
an impatience to return to the pohte refinerr'cn:s 
of Rome, which had the apptarance of mdch 
levity: that in fome I rtgretted your mdolencej 
and in others, your timidity. They frtquently 
likewife gave me oecaGon to thmk, that YOll 

were not altogether fo reafonable in your expec­
tations, as ii agreeable to your ufual modefty. 
One would h,lVe imagmed, indee~, you had 
carried a bill of exchange upo'".· J' ~:,;;, ;nftead 
of a letter of recommendation: for you fc:emed 
to think you had nothing more to do than to 
receive your money ~nd haften home again. But 
money, my friend, is not ,fo eafily acquired: 
and 1 could. name tome of our acquaintance who 
have been obliged to travel as far as Alexandria. 

in purfuit of it, without' having yet been able to 
obtain 
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obtain even their juft demands 1. If my inc1i- A U.699-

nations were gmrerned foldy by my inccrc.ft) 'r --=..... J 

£hould certainly choate to have you here: as 

nothing affords me more pleafure than your 

cOJI1pany, or more advantage than your advice 

and affifrance. But as you [ought my friend. 

1hip and patronage from your earlieft youth; i 
always thought it incumbent upon me to ad: 

with a difinterefted view to your weltare: and 

not only to give you my protection, but to ad-

vance, by every means in my power, both your 

fortunes and you" dignities. In confequence of 

which I dare fay"'you have not forgotten thofe 

tmfollicited offers t made you, when I had 

thoughts of being employed abroad 7. 1 no 

fooner gave up my intentions of this kind, and 

perceived that C:efar treated me with great dif-

tinCtion and friendfhip, than I recommended 
you in the ftrongeft and warmeft terms to his 

favour !.~~ly well knowing the fingular 
probity and 1r~volence of his heart. Accord-
ingly he fuewed, not only by his letters to m~, 
bllC by his conduCt towards you, the great regard 
he paid to my recommendation. If you have 

15 This alludes to thofe who fupplied Ptolemy with money 
when he was folhciting hili affaIrS in Rome. an accol1nt of 
which has already been given ill the notes on the: foregoing 
book. See rem. z. p. 51. cf this vol. 

r See rem. 7. p. 13S. of this vol. 

Vo". I. L any 
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A. U. 699. any opinion therefore of my judgment, or 
'- ,.. , imagine that I fincerely wi1h you well; let 

me perfuade you to continue with him. And 
notwithftanding you fhould meet with fome 
things to difgufr you; as buG-nefs, perhaps,' or 
pther obfrructions may render him lefs expedi~ 

tious in gratifying your viewi than you had 
reafon to expect; frill however perfevere: and 
trufr me, you will find it prove in the end 
both for your intereft and your honour. To 
exhort you any farther, might look like imper­
tinence: let me only remind you, that if you 
lofe this opportunity of improving your fortunes, 
you will never meet again with fo generous a 
patron, fo rich a province, or fo convenient a 
{eafon for this purpofe. And (to expre[:, my­
felf in the {lyle of you lawyers) Cornelius has 
ziven his opinion to the fame effeCl:. 

1 am glad for my fake, as well as yours, that 
you did not attend C::efar illt~y ~~:':r~n: as it 

• I 

has not only faved you the f.1tigue of a very 
difagreeable expedition, but me hkewife that of 
being the perpetua-l auditor of your wonderful 
exploits.-Let me know in what part of the 
world you are likely to take up your winter­
quarters, and in what poft you are, or expect to 
be, employed. F arewet. 

LET ... 
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LET T E R XIII. 

To the Same. 

I T is a ~onfiderable time fince t have h~ard ~'f.!.69!J. 
any thing from you. As for myfelf, If I -r" 

have not written thefe three months, it was 
becau[e, after you were feparated from my bro-
ther, I neither knew where to addrefs my let-
ters, nor by what hand to convey them. I 
muc.h wifh to be informed how your affairs go 
on, and in what part of the world your winter: 
quarters are likely to be fixed. I fhould be 
glad th-ey might be with Crefar: but, as I 
would not venture in his prefent affliction i to 
trouble him with a H~tter, I have written upon 
that fubjeCl: to Balbus. In the mean while, let 
me intreat you not to be wanting to YOUffdf: 

• Ca:fa~ '-k~;f ~ time 10ft his d~ughter J uJ,i.a, Who 
died In child-bld". She was married to Pompey. wl}p 
was jQ paffionately fond l-£ her, that /he {eern" during 
the {hort time they lived together, to have taken Itfltil'e 
polfeffion of his whole heart, and to have turned an hi~ 
ambition into the tingle defire of appearing a;JIiable An 
her eye. The death of thIS young lady pro,ved a publi.; 
calamity, as it wlfolved the only forcible botld o( W\ion 
between her f&ther ~nd her hulhand; and hai1:en~ct ,tha~ ~l.1p .. 
ture which ended in the deftntChon of th~ cOlI)monweal~t 
It is in allunon to this. that the ~1«gant Pate~QlU$ c4ns 
her, meJilUfl mtil, cllb.rentll ini" Pompe,u11I d Cdfortm 1#1-
~or",. "zmll. PIM.t. J1I .. ,t. Pomp. It Ctrfar. rei. PdrC. 
1. 'i1-

and 
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A.U.699' and for my own part, I am contented to give 
'-= w- ' lip fo much more of your company, provided 

the longer you fray abroad the richer you !hould 
return. There is nothing, 1 think, particu~ 

larly to haften you home, now that Vacerra'is 
dead. However you are the beft jurlge: ltnd 
I fuould be glad to know what you have deter~ 
mined. 

There is a queer fellow of your acquaintance, 
one Octavius or Cornelius (1 do not perfectly 
re~olleCt his name) whe; is perpetually invi[~ 

ing me as a friend of yours, to hlp with hIm. 
He has not yet prevailed wIth me to accept his 
compliment: however, I am obliged to the 
man. Farewel. 

LET T E R XIV. 

L U C IUS Livineius Tr;-r';:t ~'{ i:.Tle freed­
man of my very int)mate friend Regulus: 

And tho' the' misfortunes of the latter cannot , 
raife him higher in my aifettion, they have 

• The perfon to whom this letter i~ addrdfed, is un­
known; as is the preclfe time likewife when it was Writ­
ten: It feems probable however, not to have been very 
long after Cicero's return from banilhment. For by the 
expreffion. hu noJlrzs temporZbUJ, he undoubtedly alludes (as 
Mr. Rofs obferves) to the misfortune5 which were brought 
upon hun by Clodill', 

however 
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how('ver render~d me more affiduous to tefl:ify A U.699' 

it in every infhnce wherein he is the leafl: COfl- '--v--J 

cerned. But I have flill a farcher reafon to in-
tereft myft'lf in behalf of his freed-man: as I 
e"perienced his fervices at a feafon, when I had 
the beft opportunity of prpving the fincerity of 
my friends. I recommend him therefore to your 
protection with all the warmth of the molt fen-
fible gratitude: and I !hall be extremely obli-
ged to you for !hewing him, that you place to 
-your own account, thofe many dangerous win-
ter voyages he formerly undertook upon min(t. 
Farewel, 

LET T E R XV. 

To TREBATIUS. 

I Perceive by your letter, that my friend 
Crerar looks upon you as a moO: wonderful 

lawyer .' "f.'~~;f-~ tOU not happy in being thus 
placed in a countr, where you make fo confi­
derable a figure upon fo finall a ftock a? But 

a The ludicrous anthor of the tale if a tu[, has applied 
this paffage With more humour, perhaps, than It was lirft 
conceIved. He is accounting for the propagation of the 
feveral abfurd doannes of phllofophy and religIOn that 
have prevaIled in the world, by fuppofing that every 
fyftem-maker i~ always fure of findj.,~ a fet of difciples 
,yhofe tone of ul"derftan<ilDg!S exaltly pitched to the ab­
furdlty Or extravagance of his tenets. .. And in this one 

L 3 with 
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with how much greater ~dvant~ge woulq y'0ur 

nople talents have appearefl, haq you gone into 
Britain? U ndoubtedly ~here would not have 
been fa profound a fage In the law, throughout 
all that extenfive inand. 

Since your epiftle has provoked me {o be 
~hus joco[e, l will proceed in the [arne thain, 
and tell you there was one part of it I could not 
read without fame envy. ,4nd how indeed 
coulq it be otherwife, when I found, that, whilft: 
much greater men were in vain attempting to 

get admittance to Crefar, ~ou were fingled out 
from the croud and even fummoned to an au­
dience J ? aut after giving me an account of 
affairs which concern others ~ why were you 
filent as to your own? A1fured as YOll are that 

.. circum fiance. fays he, lies all the !kill or luck of the 

.. matter. Clcero underftood thls vcry well, when writing 
" to a fnend In England:; wIth a cauti0n, among other 
"' matter~, to beware of bemg cheatcd by our hackney­
., coachmen (who It feems, in thofe days, v.ere as errant 
.. raf.:ab as they are now) has thefe f~ble words: 
.. eft quod gaudeas te m tjla lora vp.if!, ·i,~. altqutd foper, 
.. <uidtrere. For to fpeak a boldyuth. it is a fatal mifcat­
Ie riagc, fo ill to order affaIrs, J.S to paf· for a fool in one .r company, when in another you ml~ht L~ treated 2S a 
.. philofopher. Which I defire fomf' certain gentlemen of 
« my acquaintance to lay up in their hearts as a very {ea­
•• fonable inlluendo." 'Tale of a <J aD, p. 164-

I Trebatius, it is probable, had informed Cicero in the 
letter to whlch thls is an anfwer, that he had been fum­
moned by Czfar to attend him as his afi'e/for upon fome 
trial: whIch feems to have led our author into the r;ul­
t~rles of this and the preceding palfazes. 

l inte. 
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I intereft myrelf in them with as much zeal as A. u.~ 
if they immediately related to myfdf. Accord-..... aJ 

ingly, as I am extremely afraid you will have 
no employment to keep you warm in your win­
ter-quarters, I would by all means advjfe you 
to' lay in a fufficient quantity of fuel. Both 
Mucius and Manilius Z have given their opinions 
to the fame purpofe,; efpecially as your regimen-
talt, they apprehend, will [caree be ready foon 
enough, to fecure you againft the approaching 
cold. We hear however there has been bot 
'Work in your part of the world: which fome-
what alarmed me for you fafety. But I com-
forted myfelf with confidering, that you are 

not altogether fo d!IPerate a foldier, as you are 
a lawyer. It is a wonderful conrolation indeed 
to your friends to be affured, that your pamons 
are not an over-match for your prudence. Thus, 
as much as I know you love the water J ; you 

,. Mucius ::. -1. Manilius, it mull: be fuppofed, were two 
lawyers. an~ -l~.(L~~~ friends of Trebauus: as the hu­
mour of this wi~lfmVidelltly confifts in an aIlufton to 
that profeffion. 

1. In.. the ~m it is, jJudlo,(tJ/imtu hDf/lO naJanJ" the 
ambiguity of which uld not have been preferved in a 
more hteral tranllation. The a.rt of fwimming was among 
the number of pohte exercifes in antient Rome, and elleelR­
cd a neceffary quahfication for every gentleman. Thlls we 
tiftd Cato- the elder. himfelf lnllruEhng his fon in this 
nt:compliJbmllDt ~ as Auguflus likewife perfCilrmed the fame 
.alec Ul Ute edutatiGn of his two grandfon., CaiU5 aad 

L4 would 
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A.U.699. would not venture, I find, to croJs it with Cre~ 

'lo--w- ' far: and tho' nothing could keep you from'the 

I_Heius. It was indted one of the dTential arts in ml-
1Jtary difeiplme, as buth the foJdlLl.l and officers had fre­
qut'ntly no othLi means of purfumg or r< treating from the 
enemy. Accordingly the Lalllpus J1.1a; tzus, a place whrre 
the Roman youth were taugnt the fClence of arms, was 
iituated on the banks of the rl\ber and they confiantly 
1imlhed theu exercifes of thIS kllld, by throwlI1g themfelves 
into the river. ThIS /hews the wonderful propriety of 
thofe noble hiles wIDch Shakefpear puts IDto the mouth of' 
Camus, in that mafierly fcene, where he is endeavounng 
to found the fentiments, and fire the indIgnation of Brutu:; 
fowards Citfar. 

We can bot!. 
Endure the winter's rold as well as he. 
For once upon a raw and gufiy day, 
The troubled Tyber chaling with hl~ Ihores, 
C;efar fays to me, " par'J!: thOll, Camus, now 
Ie Leap ID with me Into thiS angry flood, 
« And fwim to yonder pomt?" Upon the word. 
ACCDcltrtd as I was, J plunged in, 
And bad, hIm fellow fo mdeed he did. 
The torn'l,t roar'd, abd we did buffet It 
'WIth hlfiy iinew', thiowlI1g It aflde, 
Alld ftcmmlf'g It with hearts of controverf). 
l3Ut ere WI' could amve the point propof~d, 
C;efM cry'd, .. Help me, Cd.lIlUb, or I fink." 
I, as .!Lllcas, our great anceliOJ, 
Did fl em the flames of Troy upoIL.b.tli~>Lder 
The 01,1 Anchlft-s bear, fa frOIl'>"~4\es of Tyber 
DId I the tlr'd Cxfar' an91'tlus rran 
Is now become a God, &f. 

Monfieur Dacicr obferves, that this pafTage of Cicero dif­
covers the Juftllefs of thofe verfes !'.i Horace, wht'rt: Treba­
tIus 1& rt'prefenteu as adviling the Roman fatyn1l: to fwim 
crofs the Tyber, a5 an eAcelJent remedy agamft hiS 
poetIcal propellIity; finee like other phyficians, he pre­
fcnbed a regImen, It feeme, m(\ft agreeable to his own tafte 
and prathee. Plut. In vII. C.lto. Cenfor. Suet. ttl Vlt. AuguJIt 
64. Feget. de re lIIz1zt. i. 10. Daczer rem. for la Sat. 1. du 
/t'1/. ii. d' Hor. 

combats 
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tombats 4 in Rome; you were much too wife, I 
perceive, to attend them in Bntain S. 

But pleafantry apart: you know without my 
telling you, with what zeal I have rtcommended 
yoo to Cref..lr; though, perhaps you may not 
be appnfed, that I have frequently, as well as 

warmly, written to him upon that fubjeCt. I 
had for fOrI)e tilT'~, indeed, intermitted my fo­
llcltatlOns, as I would not feern to diftruft his 
friendtbip and generofity: however I thought 
proper In my laft to remind him once more of 
'hi:, promife. I defire you would let me know 

what effeCt my letter has produced: and at the 
fame tirr.e, give me a full account of every thing 
that concern~ you. For I am exceedingly anxi­
ous to be informed of the profpeC\: and lltuation 
of your affaire;: as well as how long you ima­
gine your abfence is likely to continue. Be per­
fuaded, that nothIng could reconcile me to this 
{eparatlon ~Ilt the hopes of Its proving to your 
advantag;. ';«" 'i,other view, I fhould not be 

10 impolitic a at t~infift on your return: as 
~l e a prudent, I date fay, to delay 
1[. The truth I~, one· hour's gay, or feriou! 
converfation together~ is of more importance 

to w" than all the foes and all the friends that 

" Alluding to hIS fondnefs of the gladiatorial garn~s. 
, See remark 5. p. 1 34. of tlus vol. 

the 
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'~.v. 699' the whole nation of Gaul can produce.. I intreat 
~ you therefore to fend me an immediate account 

in what pofture. your affairs frand: and be af­
fured, as hond\: Chremes fays to his neighbour 
in the play 6, 

1Phate'Ver cares thy lab'ring boJom grieve, 
.MY tongue ./hall Joothe them, or my hand relieve. 

Farewel. 

LET T E R XVI. 

To the Same. 

Y OU remember the charaaer given of the 
Phrygians in the play 7; " that thelf wif. 

e' oom ever came too late:" but you are re­
foIved, my dear cautious old gentleman 8, that 
no imputation of this kind 1hall be fixed upon 
you. Thank Heaven indeed, you wifely fub. 
dJJed the romantic fpirie of your firft letters; as 

you were not fo obftinately bent j:P • .m new ad .. 

• In Terence's play called t'tvrlse!f-tQ,f'imentor. 
7 A tragedy called the 'Tro,;an Horl· _ which feems br 

~lcero's frequent quotanons from l" td iaw·-k-:.~'i. ''In 
great efteem. 

• The celebrated Monfieur Da~er prodLlCes this paff"age 
as a proof that Trebatius mull have bee" more than four­
{core years of age, when Horace addreffed the fatire to 
Jtim mentioned ift the remarks on· the preceding letter, 
But that learned critic has beep led into this error, by tak­
ing in a ferious fenfe. what CicerO moil evidently meant in 
a ludicrous one. 

ventures 
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v~tur~s as t? paz~rd a Y9ya~ ror ~ha~ J:?1lfPOfe ~U'~3 
into ~ritain! and wh~, i~ t~ot~, carl bl~m~ fOR~ f..ocoyIo 

It is th<; fame qifp<?fi~ol.1' I irpagine, f~~t .~~ 
immoveably fixed yon in you~ ~intt"r-quart~r~: 
an~ certainly there is nothing like ~aing wi~h 
circumfpeCtion upon all occafio!1s: Ta~~ my 
word for it, Prudel'lce is the fafeft 1bield. . , 

If it were ufual with m~ to fup frqm hqm~. 
moft undoubtedly I could not refufe your gal­
lant friend OCtavius. I will ~wnJ ho~ever, I 
love to mortify the man's vanity: and whenever 
m invites me, I always affeCt to look with £Orne 
furprize, as not feeming to recolleCl: his perron. 
Serioufiy, he is a wondrous pretty felJow: what 
pity it is that you did not take him abroad with 
you a! 

Let me know how you are employeq, ~nd 
whether there is any probability of feeing you 
in Italy this winter. Balbus aifures me, that 
you will certainly return immenfely rich: but 
whether he m n:~ th_e vulgar fenfe, or agree­
ably to the m. im ~ his friends the S~ics, 
~ ~ta' u know, thac "every man is 
4C rich who has t. free enjoyment of eart{l 
ft and air ," is a doubt which time will clear 
up. 

t See the com:lu~on of let. xi.ll. p. '"48. of this voJ. 

I fincl 
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I find by thofe who come from your part 
of.the world that you are grown wonderfully 
ryerved: for they tell me, you anfwer no que­
ries 9. However, it is on all hands a jettled 

point,_ (and you have reafon, certainly, to con­
gratulate yourfelf upon it) that you are the moft 
profound fage in the law througho~t the whole 
city of Samarobliva '0. Farewe1. 

, The witticifm of tlJ.is pa{fage confift~ if) the double 
fenCe of the verb njpondflf, which, befides its common ac­
ceptatlOn, fignlfie~ hke\\ Ife the glvmg an 01 mOrl aJ a la'lqer. 
This conceit, [uch as It IS, [eems to have been a favour •• e 
(lne with OUI author tor he repeats It In a ("bfequl'nt 
letter, where he 15 raIl~ l'lg another ot hiS frlt:'ld, upon an 
J)ccafion ot the fame nature. Se.: note 6. p. Z 1 j. of th~s 
vol. But---

Anto1ll gladzoJ potU!t elliJ/Cmnen,ji jie 
Dnmla dlXtjflt I __ ] u v. 

III A principal town in Gaul, now caJled Amiens, and 
where Trebatlus feems tQ have h~d hIS Wll1ter.quartere. 

LET. 
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LET T E R XVII. 

To LENTULUS. 

I T is with fingular pleafure I perceive by your A.U.699-

letter that your are fenfible, I will not fay '--v ' 

of my affeCtion only, bur of my devotion to-

wards you. Even that facred term indeed can 
but ill exprefs the fentiments you lnerit from 
~e: and if you efteem yourfelf (as you would 
perfuade me) obliged by my endeavours td 

[erve you, it is your friendthip alone which can 
make you think fo. I am fure at leafi: I could 
not refufe you my heft good offices, without 
being guilty of the moO: unpardonable ingra-
titudc~ You would have expenenced, however, 
much firollger and more powerful inftances of 
my friendfuip, if, inftead of being thus long 
feparated from each other. we had pa{fed this 
interval togeth ~ne. It is not only in the 
12...a:~icular ani Y01.1 mention, and in which 
no man are alified to iliine, that I impa-
tienrJy with to rece ve you as my co-adjutor; 
it is not, I fay I in the fenate alone that our 
amicable concurrence would have been diftin­
guifhed; it would have appeared confpkuous, 
my friend, jq. every aCt of public .eoncern-

memo 
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AU. 699· mente Sufrer me then to add, previouny to the 
'*-l;. · information you requeft me to give you of my 

political fentiments and fiNation, that if fortune 
had not thus divided tis, I ibc)Uld have enjoyed 
in you a wife and faithful guide; as you would 
1ih~e found in me, a kind, a friendly, and, 
perhaps, no unexperienced afJ'ociate. How­
ever, I rejoice (as undoubtedly I ought) at the 
horleorable occation of your abft'nce) anu in 
1vhith yout military conduct and fuccers has 
prncured yoo the iIluftrious title of Imperator '. 
Neverthelefs, I muil: repeat it again, it is ow­
ibg to this circtlmftance, that you have 'lOt re­
ceived far more abundant a.nd efficacioU5 fruits 
E'If that friendfhip, to which you have fa t."OdiC­
puted a claim. In particular, I fhouJd mof!: 
ib-enuoufly have united with you in taking juft 
l"engeanre on thofe whore ill offices you have 
experi~nced, partly in refenrment of your hav­
ing fuppotted and protected me in my adver­
fity, and partly as they cr ~y y)U the glory of 
10 generous an aB:ion. One cr L t,em, however, 
has fuftidently anticipated Jur revenge, and 
4,raYIn down by his own hands the chaftife­
~ebt he merits from ours. The perfon I meaN 

i Hiftory is altogether tifent as to the occa/ion upbd 
",hica Lentalus was faInted by hu army with this title. 

t 
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is 'that, man who has ever diftinguiJhed himfdf A.U.6cJ9. 
by oppofing his benefactors, and who, afrer • , ;J 

having received froUl you the higheft fervices, 
fingled you out as the object of his impotent 
millice. This man, in confequence of being 

detected in his late infamous attempts, has en-

tirely and irretrievably loft at once both his 
honour and his liberty \ As to yourfel£, tho' I 
had much rather you fhould gain experience by 
my misfortunes than your own; yet it affords 

'~le fame confolation under your prefent diCap­
J>ointment \ that you have not paid (0 revere: 
2 fine as I did, for being taught the little de-
pendence there is upon the profeffions of the 

world. A reflection this, which may very 
properly ferve as an introduction to the ar;-

~ount you require of the motives of my late 
tranfaCtions. 

You are informed then, it feerns, that 1 am 
reconciled with Crerar and Appius"': a ftep, 
you affure me\. ~h you do not difapprove. 

,~- '!'l. .... con.Ulit!r~Manutius {elms highly probabl.r. 
,that the perron to ~ Ci(:ero alludes is Caius Cato~ 
whOle ill offices to Lent Ius have been often mentioned in 
the prec~dn)g letters. 'But what the [eeret praCtices were 
whIch had been dlfcovered fu much to hi, dtfgrace. is a 
point in whl(:h hiflory does not alford any light. 

J In not obtaullng the commiSfion til replac:e Ptolemy o~ 
his throne. 

4 He was embroiled Wlth Appius. as being the brOther 
of his lDvete.rate cnc=my, Ciodilu. 

But 
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A.U.699' But you are at a lofs to guefs what reafons could 
b ~ induce me to appear at the trial cf Vaunius, not 

only as an advocate, but as a wltnefs in his fa­
vour 5. To fet this matter in the deareft light, 

it will be neceffary to trace back l,he motives of 
my conduct to their original fouree. Let me 

obferve then, my Lentulus, that when I was 
recalled from exile by your generous offices, I 
confidered myfelf as reftored, not only to my 
frIends and to my family, but to the common­

wealth in general. And as you ha.d a right to 

the beft returns of my affeCtIon and gratitude 

5 It was cull:omary at trials for the pedon ar~aigned. 
to produce witnelfes to hIS ch:lraCter, who were called 
Laudatores: and ten waii the number requllite fClr this 
purpofe. Vaulllus was tnbune of the people 10 the con­
fulate of C;;efar, and had been 111 the number of elC-erO'S 
moll inveterate enemles, as he was hiS conll:ant opporer 
hkewife in politics He wa~ a man of a moll: abandGned 
c:haratter, and whore perroll (as Paterculu~ aifures us) was 
not lefs deformed than IllS mmd. A very learned and po­
hte author, Whofe Jull: efieem for Cicero'; wntmgs has 
betrayed him, perhaps. mto fome ,raruahty towards his 
athons, acknowledges that" the tl- . .!ncf" of Vatinius gave 
'" a plaufible handle tor forne cr4nure ij\lon Cicero." fke 
truth of It IS, tile cen(ure "as morl ~lhan plauji61e· for 
nothing certairJy Cmltd dlfcover me> ~ ,~cannefs of fp\.r;t 
than thus, in compliance Wlth t¥.e in pOw<-r, not only 
to defend Vatm1U~ as an advq;.at6, but to bear public 
teftimony hkewlfe to hIS general good conduCt. Some 
c:olourable excufe mdced may be g1Ven for the former, by 
conudermg it 1JI the light which Valeri liS Mall.lmUS has 
placed it; as an wfiance of Ci£eTo's generofity towards his 
enemies but the latter feerns to ftand beyond the reach 
even of a ,'""!fib1e Julhnc:uion. p"ft1 •. u. 69. Y"i. 
Pt:)(. iv. 2. 

for 



1Joox.lI. e,. C 1 C E it 0 .. 

for the diftinguifhed part you afred in that af- A.U.~9t, 
fair; fo I thought there wa$ fomething ~re ~......, 
than ordinary due from me to my country J 

which had fo fingularly co-operated with you 
uRon this occafiQ.J\. I ofcen took an oppor ... 
tupity, during your confulare, of publicly de-
claring thefe my fentiments in the fenate 1 as I , 
always, you well know, rxprdfed myfelf to the 
fame purpafe in a\lr private c.onvcrfations. N e­
vtrthelefs, I had many rearons at that time to 
be highly difgufted. I could not; in truth, 
but obferve the difguifed malice of fome and 
the molners of others~ when you were endea­
vouring to procure a decree for refforing the in­
fcription of that honourable monument of my 
public fervices, which had been ereCted by the 
fenate 6. But it was not only in this inftance 
that thofe who had many obligations to concur 
in your good offices cowards me, aCted a part I 
h~d little reafon to expect They looked in­
deed with mucq u~~enerous indifft:rence on the 

15 The expreffio.i which l;jc:eto makes ufe of in this 
place. ~" alli'p'\g,Jous: 7;.tljlJl dl monumentis mt'tl ah liS ad;u­
tUI IS, &c. '1 he comnr,ntators ha\e fupppfed that this re­
lates to Cicero', houfe: lout Mr. Rofs, with much greater 
probabIlity, imagines it alludes to the AtrIum Lz6ertatlS. 
whkh had been e'reaed by order of the fenate as a me­
morial of Cicero's CerVices in refculrg the commonwealth 
Trom the dangerous c<'.nf.piracy of CatiUne For CIOCl1U5 had 
erazed the ongmal infcnption, and placed his OWn name iii 
its fread. Set: re~. %7, (,$ tltis letter. 

VOL. I. M cruel 
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,\.U.699' crnel outrage which was offered to PlY brother 
~ and myfdf under oUr own roo(7: and *he eftimate 

they made in purfuanee of the fenate's order, of 
the damages I l;1ad fuftained by there acts of V}o­
knee, was far unequal to my real IQrs 8. This. 
laft article of their inj\1ftice, tho' lean: indeed -in 
my concern, I could not but very fenfibly feel 
amidft [he general wreck of my £Jrtunes. But 

1 Clodius. after having procured a law which declared it 
treafon to vote or take any fiep towards recalling CIcero 
from his banilbment, proceeded to plllage and burn all his. 
houfes both in town arul country. CIcero, however, beini 
fellared. In the manner which he himfelf will relate in a 
fubf(·quent part of this letter, the fenate decreed that his 
houfes fhould b'e rebuilt at the publtc expence. But while 
the workmen were emplo;ed on his Palatine houfe, and 
had earned it up wmoll to the roof, ClodlUS made a fe­
cond attack, and after driving them olf, fet lire to the 
adjoining edIfice which belonged to CIcero's bluthcl'. nnd 
wherein he hlfilfelf hkewife at that time was; 10 that they 
were both obliged to make their efcape with the utmoft pre­
CIpitation. Ad Att. iv. Orat. poft. red. 

• HI~ hbufe upon the Palatine hIll in Rome together 
with hlS Tufcula.n and F_ormlan vtllas were jointly dh. 
mated at 22,oOQ/. a valuation uDlverfally condemned as ex­
tremtly unequitable. But" thofe)!lho had chpt hIS wmg~ 
" (as he expreifes himfelf in ~.retter '0 Atttcus upon tha 
.. occalion) were not dlfpQfet they Ibould grow agalll." 
It feem~ lughly probable that Lentulus himfelf was 10 this 

"Ilumber: as 1t appears by a letter of our autL~1' to hls bro­
ther, that he. h:td reafons to be tljffat;~lied w.th hts conduct 
towards him. But tho' in the paifage before u~ he fpeaks 
of the in)l./frice that haa been done him, as ariJing folely 
from thofe who were concerned with Lentulus in taking 
an elhmate of hls loffes; yet at the fame time he expreffes 
himfclf In [uch a manner. as to throw a very artful 
reproach upon the latter. .lfd .At!. iv. 2. .Ali ~ F. 
i.i. t. 

tho" 
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tho' thete mortifying marks of their difpofition A,U'69? 
towards me, were much too notorious to efcape • . ." .. ~ 
my obfervation; they could not f.fface the more 
agreeable impreffions of their fOfmer friendfhip. 
Fe>r this reafon, notwithftandi~, thofe high ob-
ligations I had to Pompey, of which you your-
felf were witnefs and have often mentioned; 
notwithftanding alfo the affection and eft-eem 
which I always entertained for him; yet I frill 
firmly adhered to my political principles: nor 
fuffered thefe confiderations of private amity to 
influence me in favour of his public meafures. 
Accordingly when Vatinius (who at the trial of 
P. Sextius 9 was examined as a witnefs againft 
him) intimated that Crefar's fucceffes had re-
conciled me to his party j I told him, in the 
prefenee of Pompey, that I preferred the fate 
of Blbulus, unhappy as he might efteem it) to 
all the fplendid triumphs of the moil: victorious 
general 10. I afferted likewife upon anothet 

" .. 
p " P. Sextius was a trilrune of the people A. U. 696, 

c. in the confullhlp of Lentulus, and a great inftrument in 
cr reftoring ("cero. He refi)led the faCtion of ClodJus by 
e< force of arms, and was apon that account in the rol­
e, Jowing year accufed of public violence by M. Tullius 
.. Albillovanus. CIcero defended him in an e1l'Cellent ora­
" tion which is ihll extant, and he was acquitted by the 
.. fu!frages of all the judges.'· Mr. Rifs. 

10 M. Calpurnius Bibulus was joint conful with J. Czf. 
A. U. 694. The fellate fecured the eleCtion of the former, 
in order to hi, being a check to the ambitious defign&-of 

M 2 occafion 
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A.U.699' occaflOn (and atTerted too in the hearing of 
'-V-' Pompey) that the fame perfot:¥l who confined 

Bibulus to his houfe, had driven me from mine. 
Indeed the +le {eries of thofe interroga­
tories II which S put to Vatinius ¥ this tri.d, 
was entirely defigncd as an invective againft his 
tribunate: and I particularly expofed wicR 
much freedom and indignation, his contempt 
of the AufpicesJ his corrupt difpofal of forelg£l 
kingdoms .. ,. together with the rett of his 

his conegue: and it was thought of fo much importance 
to the republic that he fhould be chofen. that even Cato 
did not fCrllple upon thlS occafion to employ methods 
of bnbery for that purpofe. But Bibulu5 after many vam 
efforts of patriotifm, and being gro[~ly infull!ed m the 
forum by Crefar's mob, at length Withdrew fr'om the func­
tIons of his' office, and voJ.tlntarily confined hJmfelf (as 
Suetonius relates) to his own houfe; tho' by thl' expref­
fion which Tully here ufes, it rathrr feems as If Crefar hml 
employed fome force in keeping him there. After whicn, 
as the [arne hiltorum informs us, Crefar governed the re­
public WIthout controul. Suet. In Jul. Cd/ar. c. zoo 

n " Cicero inftead of exaguning V dunius upon t},e 
or faas in his eVIdence againft Sextlus, put to hIm a fenes 
., of quefiions in fuch an artful manner, that hc expofed 
.. all the intrigue, and lluquirY"d hIS tribunate. ThIs 
.. exammation 15 ibU extant under the tltle of Inf.n ogatlo 
.' tit r all1/zum." Mr. Rift. 

n It b wholly uncertam to what particular faCts Cicero 
alludes, when he imputes to r atmtus what he calls the do­
natio ,egllorlllll .. however by ~omparing tJUs expr..::ffion WIth 
the oration to whIch It refers; and WIth a paIfage in a let­
ter to Atticus, it feems probable that Vaumus, when he 
\Vas tribune. had been bribed to procure a confirmatlOn 
from the people of fome difputed regal utle, or perhaps 
to obtam allillance from the republic in tramfelrmg a C08-

tefted Crown from its rig\ltful pofi'effor into the hands (If 
an ufurper. It is certain, J.t leaft, that fuch unworthy me-

viole!}t 
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violeflt .nd tuegd proceedings. But it was 
not only upon this .ecca.fion that I fpoke .thiia 
unrefervedly: I freCJoetldy avowed my fenti~ 

mencs with the fame retOlute fpirit in the, fe­
nar~ Thus when MarcellijlUs and Philip­
pus were • confuls, I carried a. motion' that 
the affair of the Campanian lands IJ lhould be 
'referred to the re-confideration of a full houfe 1+, 

on the 15th of May follGWing. Now tell me, 

thods were frequentLy pratlifed at this time, in orde!, to 
grallfy the mfatlable avarice and profufion of thefe degene~ 
rate Romans. Drat. m Vatm. Ad Att. Ii. 9 . 

.. They were confuls A. U. 697. 
Il The lands in Campania. a diftriCl in Italy now called 

the Terra dlljlvQTO m the kmgdom of Naples. wore partly 
appropriated to the uft: of tile republic, and partly in plivate 
hands. Ca:{ar had procured a law for dividmg the former 
among %5,000 poor cItizens: and for purchafing the latter 
in order to dlllnbute them In the fame manner. Both thefe 
defigns [eem lO have been Vt::1 y artfully Calculated by CocCal" 
to promote and f<tclltt~te 1m grand purpofe of ufurpiug the 
fupreme power. For by parcelling out thefe lands among 
the common people which bdonged to the republic, he 
fecu"cd tHe populace to hiS interell, and at the fame time 
depnve_d the government of thoCe very confiderllhle fupphe~ 
both of nlp\'ley and COlll wJu\:h it de lived from It, demefnes 
in CJ.mEaDla: ..I, on the other fide. by purchafil1g the re-
1;l1.31l1der of tht!Cc cllatcs. be mcft neccJTanly have weakened 
~hofe public trt:a[lIres which wel e already much impo­
-veri/hed, and wnfeq~l':ntjy rendered the commonwealth lefs 
capable of oppofing h.5 ambitious meafurcs. Stitt. 11I J. Cd;: 
C.20. Cleo Agrat. il. U}. 

14 A decree of the ",nate had not i.ts complete force 
unlefs It paKed in a full houfe; chat is, nhen a competent 
Jll1mber of the members were prefent. It feems by a pa{­
(;tge which Manutios qootes from Dio, l. )4. that before 
the times of Augil1tUS. who made fome alteration thereinl 
.the number reql.llutC to make an act valid was +00. 

M 3 . !Xl., 

J6s 
A.U.699;. 
'-""~ 
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".u.~. my friend, could I poffibly have Made a bolder 
~ 01 JUore formidable attacK upon this party ~ 

could I poffib1r have given a more convincing 
evidence, that I had not deplU"ted from myoId 

principles~ notwithftanding all I haci formerly 

fuffel'hi for their fake? The truth of it is, thi~ 
motion greatly exafperated3 not only thofe whOt1'\ 
it was reafonable to expea: it would offend~ 

but others upon whom I did not imagine it 
would have had any fuch effea. Pompey, fOOil 

after this decree had paffed, fet forward UpOil 
his expedition into Sardinia and Africa a, with­
out giving me the leaft intimation of his being 
difgufted. In his~y thither he had a con­
ference with C!f!far at Luca b, who made great 

• This expedition of Pompey into Sardinia and Africa. 
was inlurfllance of the commiffion with which he had been 
invefte for fupplying the pubhc magazInes wlth corn. See 
rem. 6. p. 56. of this vol. 

\) Lucca was a frontier town in CaeCar's province of 
Cifalpine Gaul, adJommg to Italy: It ihll fubfifts under 
the fame name, and 15 a celebrated re~ubhc. It was Cae­
far's policy at the end of every campa1gn, to fix his win­
ter-quarters as near Italy as poffible. In order to be within 
obfervation of what paffed it Rome. A numerous court 
was immed1ately formed around him in there places of his 
refidence, confifting of the moil diihnguilhed perfons in 
Rome and the neIghbouring p,rovipces - and po lefs than 
2(0 fenators have been obfe~ed among his attendants 
upon thefe occafions. Candida.tes fOf offices; young mel\ 
who had run Ollt their eftates; and. in a word. aU whofe 
affaIrs of any kmd were eml;i.lrralfed. Rocked to him in 
thefe ciues: and by liberal eonceffions to their rClpetl:i"e 
wants and interefis, he ftrengthened his faCtion aad for. 

9 com-
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complaints of this motion. He had before, it A.U.~ 
feerns, been informe~ of it by Craffus.at Ray.cn.. ~ 
na c; who took that opportunity of incenfing 
him againft me. And it appeared afterwards 

tl1at Pompey was likewife much diJfatisfied up&m 

the fame account. This I learnt flom feveral 
hands l but particularly from my brother, who 
met him in Sardinia, a few days after he had 

left Luca. Pompey cold him he was extrefl'\e1y 
glad of that accidental interview,. as he wanted 
much to talk with him~ He begun with fay-
ing, that as my brother ftood' engaged d f~ 
my conduct, he 1hould expect him to exert all 
his endeavours ro influence me accordingly .. 

Pompey then proceeded very warmly to re­
monftrate againft my late motion in the fenate i 

reminding my brolber of his fervices to us both, 
and particularly of what had paJfed between 
J:hem concerning Gefar's edl(~l:s, and of thofe 

warded his grand e~terprize. It was thus (as the" judi­
cious Plutall~h obferves) he had the add refs to employ the 
fones of the republIc againtl: Gaul, a)ld the [polls of Gaul 
agamft the repubhc. Plut. In elf. f.j Pomp. Suet. til 

Jill. 
, A city in Clfalp:ne G~ul, tl:ill fuhl'l.fting under the fame 

name, In the Pope's dominIOns. 
of ThiS alludes to thofe engaf;emcnts which Quintus Ci­

cero enterrd mto 10 behalf or his brou er, In oriIc::r to in­
duce Pompey to favour Ius recall from bal1lillOlent. And It 
appean by what follows, that he premUed on the part of 
Cicero II.n unlimited refigl'atlOn to the rneafures of that am­
bltlOUB chief. 

M -4 aifurances. 
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~U.~. d"uranc.es, he fa:id, my brother had given him 
~ pf the meafures t would purfut widt refpeCl: to 

that article. He added, that my brother himfelf 

was a witners that the fteps he had formerly 
taken for procuring my recall, were with dIe 
fun confent and approbation of Crefar. Upon 
the whole therefore, he intreated him, if it were 
either not in my power or my inclination to 
fupport the intereft and dignity of the lattel'~ 

that he wouid at leaft prevail with me not to 
oppofe them. The account which my brother 
gbe me of th'is converfation, together with a. 
meffage I had before received from Pompey by 
,Vibul1ius, to requeft that I would not proceed 

any f~rther in the affair of the Campanian lands 
till his return, threw me into a very ferious train 
of refleCtions. I could not but think, after 
having performed and fuffered fa much for my 
co~ntry, that I might now at leaf!: be permit­
ted to confider what W!{S due to gratitude anq 
to the honour of my brother: nnd as I had 
ever conducted rnyfelf with integrity towards 
(he public; I might be allowed, I hoped, to ad: 
the fame haneft part iii my more private con­
ncCl:ions 1..5 • 

• , The defl:ruCtive "jews of C.erar in procuring the law 
ill quefiiC'o, have been a1rea(ty confid:?ted in, thefe notes: 
~eak therefore, andou!)tedly,' lS the rcltfon whi~h ClcerQ 

Durins 
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During the time I was engaged in there yotel A.U.~ 

and other 'proceedings with which Pompey.8f1. ~ 
peared thU$ diffatisfied, I was informed of what 
paffed in the converfations of a fet of meR, 
waom you will now guefs without my naming. 
This party, tho' they approved of my public 
mea(ures, as being agreeable to what had ever 
been their profeffed fentiments; were yet fo un­
generous as to expre(s great fati;faetion in be-
iieving, that my conduCt would by no means 
oblige Pompey, at the fame time that it wouJd 
highly exafperare Crerar. Well might I refent, 

here affigns. (or regouncing an OppoliUOA [0 evidently im­
portant to the true ihtereft of his country. Had Ca:far and 
t>0111pey indeed been ever fo much his real friends. no con~ 
fideration~ of amity ought to have prevaIled wIth him to 
}\ we acquiefced in a fcheme. which was contrary to the 
fentiments of dll the Teal patriots of the republic. and COll­
trary likc\Hfe to his own: a fchemt> which he himfelf tells 
Atncus was formed fOL. the deftruClion Of the common~ 
wealth. Ad All. ii. 17. "PIad he attended to the indlfputablc 
rr:a).Im which he hlmfdf lays dOlVn In one of his phi/ofo­
phital trcaufes, it would have decided at once the conduet 
wlach became him to obferve upon an occafion, ~vhere 
pri1late fllcndfillp interfered with more extenfive obliga­
tions. H4'C jJmna lex In alllwtl4 janctatur (fays he) ul 1te­

Ijue r'grlllus /Cs turpn, IJU faczamuJ rogall. But the truth of 
it is, private fnendlhip was not concerned m the cafe: 'for 
1J.e well knew that neither Pompey nor Cref.!r had any',t_ 
tachmeots to him of that kmd. It was fear alone that 
determmed hlb rcfolution: and having once already fuf­
fereq in the clufe of hberty, he dId !lot find himfelf dlfpofrq 
to be tWice a Martyr. The aukwad manner, however, 
in whlch he attempts to jufhfy hlm(elf tbroughoot'th.is ll"t­
tee, very eVIdently lhew~ how impoilible It is to bid fare weI 
'fO mtegri.y wIth a good gtate. 

indcc:d, 
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.c.~ mdeed, fo lnjurious a treatment ~ but much 
~1IIi ' mare when I faw them, even before my faceJ 

malicioufly encouraging and careffing my avow ... 
ed ~nemy 16 :-mine do I call him? Rather let 
me fay an enemy to the laws and tranquillity 
of his country, and to every character of worth 

and virtue amongft: us. 
Their malevolence, however, had not the 

effect they intended, and it could not warm me 
into thc>fe tranfports of indignation, of which 
my heart is now, indeed, no longer fufcepti­
hIe. On the contrary, it only induced me to 
examine my fituation in all its various circum­
fiances and relations, with the greateft cool­
nefs and impartiality: the procefs and ref:.Jlt of 
which I will lay before you, in ;1S few worth as 

1 am able. 
There have been times, as experience no lefs 

than hiftory has taught me~ when the power of 
the commonwealth was in worthlefs and wicked 
hands. In fuch a conjunCture, no hope of in.,. 
tereft (which I have at all times moft heartily 
contemned) nor fear of danger (wnich, up­
on fome occafions, however, has infhlencc:d the 
greateft minds) fhould prevail with me to co­
operate in their meafures: no not tho' I 
were attached to them by the ftrongeft ties of 

lei Clodius. 
friendihip 
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friend1hip ant;l gratitude. But when a man or A.U.~ 
Pompey's diftinguifued character prefides a."et '-W ."t 
the republic j a man who has acquired that: 
eminence of power and honour by the moft he .. 
roic actions, and the moil: fig~l fervices J 1 
could not imagine it would be imputed to ~ 
flS a levIty of difpofition, if in fome few in.,. 
frances I declined a little from my general max ... 
jms, and complied with his inclinations 17. But 
my juftification, I thought, would frill rife in 
... ftrength, when it fhould be remembered 
that I favoured his credit and dignity even from 
the earlieft part of my lIfe j as I particularly 
promoted them· in my pnetorlhip and confu-
late: when it fhould be remembered, that he 
pot only affifte~ me" with his vote and his influ-
ence in the fenate during my adverfity, but 

17 It appears by what has already been remarked, that 
Cicero's comphance can by no means be confidered in the 
favourable hgnt ill whIch he here reprefents It; but was in 
reaht { a concefiion moil mjUTlOU5 to his honour and fatal to 
the hbcrues of Rome. It 15 ceJ:tain hkewIfe, that It was not 
flOm .any advantageou5 opmion of Pompey's poliucal cha­
racter and defigns. that he was mduced [(I fall in With his 
meafures. On the contrary,' CIcero moll: undoubtedly bad 
1'0 efteem for him: and as to his poliucal VIews, he taw 
and acknowkdged long before the date of this letter, that 
they were turned on the defirutbqp of the reI?ubhc. o~-' 
>'0"l~fI-"'" (fays he In one of the epIft1es to Atticus) 't~e"'­
•• !;cr. O'tlO'K'U"'t.'T""; as in another wrmen upon the break­
ing out of the cIvil war. he calls hIm hOtnl1Zem 4?1'OAr.,.'KOTa­

'for, a man utterly unacquaimted with the arts of govern­
ment. .Ad Alt. 11. 17' Vlll. 16. See remark t· p. 1.7. 
lOI. Ii. 

joined 
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.A.'Q'.,699< joined his counfels and his drartst with youn, 
~.. ' for the fame generous purpofe: in a word, 

when it 1bould be remembered, that he has na 
ether enemy in the whole commonwealth, 
except the man who is my prefeffed adveria­
ry II. In confequence of there fenriments, it 
was abfolutely neceJfary for me, you fee, to 
unite with Ca::far, as one who was joined in the 
fame views and the fame intereft-. HIS friend­
lhip likewife which; you are fenfible, my bro­
ther and I have long {hared, togethl"r with his 
humane and gep.erous difpofition which I have 
abundantly experienced both' by his late letters 
and his good offices towards me, contributed 
greatly to confirm me in thefe re{olutions. To 
which I mtlft add, that the cO!l1monwealth in 
general feemed to be moil: ftrongly averfe from 
gi ving any oppofition to thefe extraordinary 
men: more eij)eclally ~(ter C::efar had perform­
ed fuch great and glorious exploits for the 
honour or his country. But what had f1IlI a. 
farther, and very powerful weight in my deli­
~rations, w.as Pompey'~ having engaged hl~ 
word for me to Crerar, as my brother had given 
the [arne affurances to Pompey. 

18 Clodiu~. after having driven Cicero out of Rome, 
entered moil firelluoufiy -It'to the oppotition agamft Pompey 
,anD C;cfar. MmJIIlllu. See below, rem. 24. 

Plato, 
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Plato, I remembered, lays it down as a max-
im in his divine writings, that" the people 
" generally model their manners and their fen­
te timents by thofe of the great :" a maxim 
wich at this juncture, I thought, merited my 
particular attention. I was convinced indeed 
of its truth, when I refleeted on the vigorous 
refolutions which were takt"n in the renate, 00 

the memorable 19 Nones of December: and it 
feemed no wonder fo noble a fpirit fhould 
appear in that aifembly, after the animating 
example I had given them upon my firft en­
tering on the confular office. I reflected alfo, 
that during the whole time which intervened 
between the expiration of my confulfhip, and 
that of Crefar and Blbulus 1.0, when I ttill re­
tained a very confiderable authority in the fe­
nate, all the better part of the republic were 
united in their fentiments. On the other hand, 

'9 The fifth. It was on this day, in the confuHhip of 
Cicero and Antonius A. U. 690, that the fenate came to a 
refolution of mflithng capital pumlhment on aU thofe who 
were concerned in Canline's confpiracy. « And it is cer­
.. tain (as the learned and pohte hlftorian of Cicero's life 
.. obferves) that Rome was indebted to 101m on this day 
" for one of the greateft deliverances which it had ever 
<c received nnee its foundatton; and which nothing perhaps 
., but hiS Vlgliance and fagacity coulJ have fo happily,ef­
a felled." Yol. I. 23 L. 

~ Cicero ",as cholen conful in the year of Rome 690. 
Czfar &Ild BlbuJui In the year 69+' 

about: 

173 
A.U.~ 
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A..o.699. about the time y.ou took pofHtffion \0£ your go­
~ v~rnment in Spain, the commGnwealth (ould 

not fo properly be faid to be, under the admi­
niil:ration of confuls, as of infamous barterers 
of provinces 1.\ and the mean vatrals and fili­

nifters of fedition. It was then that difcord 
'and faCtion [pread thro' all ranks amongft us: 
and I was marked out as the v.aim of party 
rage_ In this critical feafon" hov. ever, not on~y 
every man of worth, but the greater part of 
the fenators, and indeed all Italy in general, 
rofe up with remarkable unanimity in my 
caufe no What the event proved, I forbear to 

'" The conruls to whom Cicero alludes, are Lucius 
Calpurmus Plio, whofe daughter Ca;:far had married; and 
Al:lluo Gabimus, a dependent and favourIte of Pompey. 
They fuccecded Ca:!far, and Bl~ulus in this office in 695, 
the year when Cicero went l~exlle. "CloolUS fecun,d 
cc them to his meatures by '" pt1Yate contraCt to procure ror 
cc them. by a grant f10m the people, two of the beft g')_ 
« vernments of the empire: Plio was to have Macedoma 
•• with Greece and Theffaly; Gabmius, Clhcia. For 
•• thiS prIce they agreed to ferve hlffi in all hIS deftgns, 
.e partic~llarly in the oppreffion of Cicero." Mlddlet. 'tje of 
Ctc. i. 336. 

U " Clodius procured a law, importing, that whoc'1Jlr 
e. had taken the life of a cltzun uncondemned and without a 
.. trIal, jlJould be prohIbIted frlJt1l jire and water. Tho' el­
n cero was not named, yet he was marked out by thi. 
c. law. ths crime was, the putting CatilJne's accoIIl,JWces 
.. to death; wruch tho' not done by his lingle authority, 
•• but by a general vote of the fenate, and ~fter a folemn 
« heanng and debate, was aUedged to be illegal, and con­
e< trary to the hberties of the people. Cleero fmdmg 
•• himfelf thus reduced to the coruhtion of a <'fl[mnal, 
f. Changed hIS habIt upon it, as was ufual in the c'lfe of 

men-
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mention: as in truth it is to be imputed to a A.U.~f. 
complication of errors and artifices. But this ~ 
I will fay, it was not forces, fo much as leaders 
to conduct them, that were wantlOg to me at 
'~crifis. I muft add, that whatever 'cenfure , 
may juil:ly fall on thofe who refufed me their 
affiftance j moft certainly they who firft pro­
mifed it and then deferted me} are not lefs to 

be blamed 0
1• In a word, if fome of my friends 

may well be reproached for the timid, tho' fin­
cere, counfels they gave mej how much more fe-

" a public impeachment; and appeared about the ftreets 
., in a rnourmng gown to excite tl>~ compaffion of h1$ 
" fellow-cltILens: whlUI: ClodlUs, at the head of hiS mob, 
.. contnved to meet l!nd infult him at every turn. But 
.. Clcero loon gathered frIends enough to lecure him 
., from fuch mfults; and the whole body of the kmght~, 
" togt'ther with the young noblhty to the number of 
" 20,000, headed by Craf[u~ the ion, all changed their 
., habit, and perpetuall} attended him about the city to im­
., plore the proteCbon and affiftance of the people!' Plut. 
zn Ctc. Orat. poft,·ed. Mlddlet. life ofCzc. i. 140. 

"3 In thlo number was Pompey himfelf, who tho' he had 
given CJcero the moll: folemn aifurances that he would, at 
the hazard of hiS life, proteCt. him ag:tinfl ClodlUs; yet 
when afterwards our author folhclted the eyecutlon of thIS 
proffil(';:. he treated hIm With mucu rudenefs as well as 
great treachery, and ab!olutdy refl.lfed to concern hlmfdf 
in the afFair. Ad Au ii .. zoo x. 4. It feems altogether 
unaccountable that CJcero lliould be Co injudlclOUS as to 
touch upon a circumftance that deftroys the whole force of 
hls apology; Co far I mean, as' he mtended to Jullity his 
condutl: by hIS friendfuip to Pompef. For it ex(eeds all 
power of credli.hty to imagine, that he ("auld really' be ill­
fluen<..ed by a moti~(' of that kind with refped to a man, 
whofe lIllincerity be Iud fo lately and fo leverely expen­
enced. 

vere 
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"11.~: vere mull: their 'condemnation pt(}ye, who an .. 
~ fully alarmed me with their pretended fears? 

Let it be noted at the fame time t() my ho­
nour, that zealous lUi my fellow~citizens fhewed 

themfelves to rife up in the defence of a l1};i_ 
who had formerly ftood forth in th'eirs; yet i. 

would not fulfer them to be expofed (unfup­
ported as they were by thofc who ought to have 
been their proteB:ors) to the barbaroll~ infults 
of a lawlefs ,banditti. On the contrary, I ra­

ther chofe the world lhouJd judge by the power 
of my friends in recalling me from my exile, 
what their honeft unanimity could have effeB:ed, 

had I permitted them to have drawn their [¥lords 

to prevent it. 
You were fenfible of this general zeal ir. my 

fav~urJ when you undertook ,my caufe: dnd 
you not only encouraged, buc confirmed it, by 
your inl\uence and authority. I fhall always 

moft willingly acknowledge, that you were 
affifted upon this oceafion by fome of the moft 
c{)nfiderable perfons in Rome 2+; who, 'it muit 

... ClodlUS was fo elated with his f~ccefs againft Cicero, 
that he had no Cooner driven him out 0; Rvme, than he 
conceived hopes of rendering himfelf no lefs formidable to 
Czfar and Pompey. Accordingly he entered UltO au open 
oppofition a~ll: them both; which he carried on with 
fo much warmth and petulance. that at length they found 
it ,expedlent for their purpores to mottify him by recalling 
CIcero. 

be 
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be owned, cxert.ed themfelves with much greater ~.U.69SJ: 
vigour in procuring my return, than in prevent- .. -."". 
ing my banifument. And had they perfifted 
~ the fame refolute difpofition, they might have 
~vered their own authority at the farne time 
t .at they obtained my reftoration. The fpirits, 

in truth, of the ariftocratical part of the re­
public were at this junCture greatly raifed and 
animated, by the inflexible patriotifm of your 
conduct during your confllHhip, together with 
Pompey's concurrence in the ume meafures. 
Crefar likewifc, when he faw the {enace diftin­
gui1hing hls glorious atl:ions by the moil fingu­
lar and unprecedented honours, joined in adding 
weight to the authority of that afrembly. Had 
thf'fe happy circumftances therefore been rightly 
improved, it would have been impoffible for 
any ill-defigning citizen, to have violated the 
laws and liberties of the commonwealth. But 
let me intreat you to refiect a moment on the 
fubfequent conduCl: of my political alfociates. 
I n the firft place, they fcreened from puni1h ... 
ment that infamous intruder on the matl'on­
mylteries, who 1hewed no more reverence for the 
awful ceremonles of the goddefs in whofe ho­
nour there facred folemnicie$ are celebrated, than 
for the chaftiry of his three flfteri'5, And' thus 

;1 Clodius (as Plutarch "elates the itory) had. an intrigue 

VOL. I. N 
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t2:!~?; by preventing a worthy tribune of the people 
~ from obtp-ining that juftice upon Clodius which 

he endeavoured to procure, they deprived future 
times of a moft falutary example of chaftift>c' 
fedition z6. Did not they fuffer llkewife tho 

with Pompei:!, C:dd.r's wife: but as he could not eafily 
gam accefs to hel, he took the apportunity whIle !he was 
4;elebratwg the myfienes of the /;0"4 Dca at her own houfe. 
to enter dlfgul(ed 10 a wuman'; habit. WhIle he was waIt­
ing in one of the q>artments for Pompei a, he was dlfeo­
vered by a 'mais!.-fCfvant of Crefar's mother: who Imme­
rliately gIVing the ;!.larIll, he was dnven oat of tillS female 
aifembly with great mdtgnadc.n.-The ho)'a het7, as the 
fame author mforms us, was fuppo[cd to have been a Dryad 
with whom the God FaULUS had an amour. Tl e[e rltes 
were held in the higheil veneratIon, and conducted wIth the 
moil profound fecreey. They were celebrated annuclly by 
women at the hou[e of the conful or prretor, and It ha, not 
lawful for any male to be prefent. Seneca tells U" they 
earned tillS precaution fo far, that if there happentd to 
be a picture of any male al.imai in the room where d~(e 
mylhc ceremOnIes were performmg. It was thought ne"ef~ 
fary It iliould be vell~d. PIlit. In Cdf. Sen. ep. 97. 

ClodlUS Was fufpeCl:ed of having a cnminal commerco 
with his three fifters. 

~6 Lentulus immediately upon entering on his cGnfular 
office, A. U. 696. moved the fenate that CIcero might be 
reftored: in whIch he was feconded by Pompey with much 
zeal, and the whole hou[e unammoufir concurred In the 
JDotlon. Serranus, however, a tribune of the people, l{l­

terpofing his negative, no declee could pars at that time: 
neve'l'{helefs It was with one confent refolved, that on the 
zzd of the fame month, a law lhould be propofed to the 
people for Cicero's recall. When the appClllm d day ar­
rived, the friends of Cicero found the Fnrum in the POfT 
feilion of Clodlus, who hat! planted his mob there over-lJlght, 
in order to prevent the promulgatiort of thiS law. A very' 
bloody fkUIDlfu. enfued, m whith fever~1 hves were loft an4 
many other outrages committed: In confequence of which. 
Clodlus ,was impeach.:d by Milo as a di/l:urbcr of the p{lphe 
peace But Metellus, the cQlJegue of Letlwl1l5, together 
.mth ApplUS the pra:tor~ and Serranus the tribune, deter.. 

monument. 
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monument, that glorious monument, which was 
ereCted, not indeed with the fpoils I had gained 
in foreign wars, but by the gpnerofity of 
~ fenate for my civil fervices; did they not' 
moO: lliamefully fuffer it to be infcribed with 
the name of the cruel and avowed enemy of 
his country ~7? Obliged, moO: certainly, I am to 
them for having reO:ored me to the common­
wealth: But I could willi they had conduCted> 
rhemfelves, not only like phyficians whofe views 
terminate merely in the health of their patients, 
but like the Aliptre .8 a1fo, who endeavour to 
eftablilli the fpirits and vigour of thofe under 
their care. Whereas they have aCted with re-

mined to fcreen Clodius: and accordingly by a moll: dan­
geroLls exercUe of theu authority, they pubhlhed their fe­
veral edith comm.tlldmg all fa,rther proceedings in this 
profecuuon to be dlfcontinued. It was a very Impolitlc 
power (as a late mgenious, writer upon governU1cn t ~b .. , 
ferves) which was lodged m the tnbunes, of thus preventing 
the execution of the laws as well as the pailing of them, anq 
which caufed mfinite mifchiefs to the repubhc. 01 at. pro 
Sext. 34, 35. 41• L'EJprtt des lotx. i. 2z3. 

~7 " After the fuppreffion of Catihne's confpiracy, the 
" fcnate decreed that a tempJe ihould be ereOed to Liberty • 
.. as a pubhc monument of their late happy dchverance. 
cc ThIS temple was ral(ed at the foot of Mount Palatine. 
cc near CiceJO's houfe. And as the infcripuon fixed there­
H on, undoubtedly mentJ(:.ned CIcero WIth honour, Clodlus 
" erafed thofe words, and placed his ov.n name In their 
cc fread." MantttlUJ. 

". The Allptte were pe:t;[ons who preplLrl'..d the bodies of 
the athletic combatants, by unCtions and other propfr 
methods for rendering them vlgorous and aCbve In their 
gymnaftic exerclfes. 

N2 gard 

'79 
A. U. 699:--. 
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A. U.699' gard to me, as Apellei did in reladon ·toO his ce­
'-~ lebrated picture of V ~nus '9: they have finithed 

one part of t~eir w{)rk with great fkill and 
~ccuracy,) but left all the reO: a mete rude an~ 
imperfeCt {ketch. 

In one article1 ~owever) I had the fatisfa&ion 
tp difappojnt my enemies. They ..imagined my 
banifhment would bave wrought the fame dfect 
on me, which they falfdy fuppofed a cOtlamity of 
0. like kind produced formerly in ~intus Metel­
h,lS. This excellent perf on (whom I look upon 
to have been a man of the greateft fortitude and 
magnanimity of any in his times) they repre-

Sf Apelle" One of the greatefl: mailers of paintmg in 
andent Greece, was a native of Coos. and RourIfhed 111 the 
11 zth Olymp. or about 332: years before Chnfl:. Hl~ prin­
cipal excellency confided 1n the Immnable grace which 
dJitingulfhed all his performances. Phny the elder has, by 
a Vl"1 y thong expreffion, informed us of the amazIng force 
of hIS pencil: pinxlt (fays that author) fUtE plllgt non poj[unf, 
tomtrita, fu'tur'a ct fu/getr<l. He could even convey Ideas 
whlCh feenied impoffible to be ralfed by colours, and ani­
mate his fublime pieces With all the terrors of thunder and 
lightning. His capnal performance was a figure of Ve- . 
nus, whIch appears to have be-en at Rome in the hmes of 
Auguftus. The lower parts of this picture being damaged. 
no pamter would venture to retouch It. Something of the 
fame kind is mentioned to the honour of Raphael, whore 
paintings in the little Farnefe at Rome bemg fomewhat 
fpoiled. it was with the greateft difficulty that even Carlo 
Maratti was prevailed upon to rell:ore them. Apelles be­
gan a fecond figure of Venus which he intended fuouId 
excel his firft: but he died \"lefore he had proceeded any 
farther in that defign than the head and fuoulders. §!glllll. 
xiJ. 10. Plm. H. N. xxxv. 10. RejII;{. for IIi& Puef. ef for 
14 Punt. 

fented 
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rented a$ broken and difpitittd afttr his return A.U.~~ 
from eXile 10. But jf broke'n he r-eall~ were, it t....-......... 

3D Q.:. ClEcilius MetenlU \WM in the number of thole who 
'hpofed the fa':bon of Caiul Mariu. in confequence of 
w'n'ich he was at length drIven into exile. The immediate 
occanon, however, of his fentente was this: Saturninus, a 
tribune of the people, and creature of Marius. propofed a. 
law in the year 653, which, among other things enacted, 
that "the fenators fhould fwear to ratify whatever the 
.. people ordained." This oath MeteUa!. with the true 
fpmt of anttent Rome, re(olutely rNllfed to take: and 
when hIS friend~ reprefented to hIm the dangerous confe~ 
quences which would probably attend hi, perfevering in 
that honeft refolunon, he nobly replied. zt IS the charillic­
rtfttr of a man of 'VIrtue and honl1Ur to ,,8 rtghtly. Whl1tt'Vfr 
CfJo/efjUtfltel mal enfoe. Accordingly a decree pUfed Ut an 
alfernbly of the people, for his banilhment: and whrn hu 
friends olfered him their affiftancc to withltand this pie. of 
pllblic injufuce, he generollfly refufed their aid: for, laid 
he. eIther fntUu meaJllrtl WIll hi chtu/ltd. anti the peopk 'Wtll 
repent of the tnJJlry they ha« J,,,, me; ."d t hell I/bail 66 rl­
CQllrri 'WIth ho1lflllr: or theJ 'WIn eontt1l1te '" tl;, JilIItt jentz­
mtltts; and 111 tbat cqft banzfomml 'WIll be a happtllf/i. He 
greatly chofe th.erefore til withdraw him~lf from the de­
ftnr8ive politics of his c911ntry; and reuring to Rhodes. 
he calmly fpent his time in phtlofophU:a1 ftudlCt. HlS V17~ 
tues. however, prevailed at lail: over the ini~uity ofhis per­
fecurors, and he wu rellored IX) the republic notwithftand­
ing all the oppofition of Marius. Cutero has re::orded a 
circumftance relating to MeteUu6, that gives one the highefi 
idea of the clw-atler he enjoyed among! his country­
men. He was accufed. i.t feerns, by the Marian faCijon 
of hilvmg been guilty of public extortion: but when he 
entered upoo 1m defem:e and produced his accounts. the 
judges refufed to lnfJ!ett t.h.etn. 11.'1 bem&, well convlDced 
th&t Metellus had a raul much too enlarged to be cape.bIe 
of any thing fo mean as injuftice. I tannot forbeac men­
tiDDing likewife 1l noble exprdIion of this guat man In a 
letter written dllring his banilhment. a$ ia: fIiews the ipant 
with which he Dope ros mi5fOrt~. lib (inilUici fe.) jUl< 
" "-'jIiIH i"twll,!II; ~ nt'j11t /lf1UZ ntfllr ign: '."D, et jum-

N3 could 
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f· u. 699: could not be the etfeCl: of his adve::-lity.: as it is 
r- certain he fubmitted to his fentence without the. 

leaft reluctance, and lived under it, not only with 
indifference, but with chearfulnefs. The truth 
is, no man ever equalled him in th ~ ftrength aMi 
heroifm of his mind: no, not even the cele­
brated Marcus Seaurus himfelf Jt. N everthe-

rna glorta frunifcor. «Whllft my enemies. fays he, vainly 
~, hoped to bam1b me from the common benefits of focu:ty • 
.. which however I Ihll el1Joy, together with the 1ugheft 
" glory; they have much more feverely bamihed from 
.. their own breath aU fentiments of juftite and honour." 
One cannot but acknowldge With re~ret. that neither the 
enenlLes nor the fnends of C1cero d1d hIm JuJl!ce, when 
they compared him to Melellus fOl, hwdes the g"eat [u­
penonty of the latter in the prefent mfiance, he upon all 
occafions aCted confiftently with his avowec! polttlcal prin­
ciples, and preferved an umform and unfl1lhed repun.tlon 
to the end of hl~ days. Plut. In 'Vlt. C. Mal. Ep. ad .btl. i. 
16. Drat. pro Balbo In prmap. Aul. Gel. XVli. 2. Sal. be!. 
]Ngurth 47. 

3' M. lEmllius Scaurus was advanced ~ fecond time to 
the honour of the conlular office, in llie yea.r of Rome 646, 
h2.vmg enjoyed that digillty eIght years before. He is 
mentloned by Clcero among the oratoH of that age: but 
there was more of force and authority in what he delivered, 
than of grace in his manner, or elegance ill his exprel1ion. 
He was accufed In lus latter days of havmg earned on 
a tralteroUs eOrl efpondence WIth Mithridate.. The fhort 
fpeech whIch he made In his defence is extremely remark­
able, and gives one ",lively Image of that manly contempt 
WIlli which a mind confnous of its IntegrIty ought ever to 
treat the calummes of an accufer whofe knOW11 .. halaller 
affords the bell and moil expedItious antiqott! agamH his 
mahce. The venerable old man frood to! t1{ m the midft of 
the a[cmbly, and addrelfmg hlmfelf to the whole audIence. 
fpake to t~ effeCt: "It 15 lomewhat hard, In} countrymen, 
~. that I ihould be obhged t J give an aCCQunt to the pre­
e< fent generauon. of what I tranfaCl:ed b~fore they were 

lefs" 
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!efs, fuch as they had heard, or at leaft chofe A. U. 699' 

to imagine Me:tellus ,to have been, they figured "-'-1-.1 

me to themfelves: or, if pomble mdeed; even 
yet more abject The reverfe, howcvt'r, proved 
~ be the cafe: and that general concern whIch 
the whole republic exprelfed at my abfencc, in-
fpired me with more vigorous fpirits than I 
had ever before enjoyed. The fa.Ct is, that the 
fentence of ban:fhment agaulit Metellus was re-
pealed by a law propoted only by a lingle tri-
bune of the people: whereas I was recalled from 
mine upon the motion of the conful himfdf 3', 

and by a law in which every magiftrate of Rome 
concurred. Let me add hkewife, th~t each 
order and degree in the commonwealth, headed 
by the fenate and fupported by all Italy, zea-

W born. But notwithllanding the' greater part of thi~ Af­
c< fembly are too }oung to have beell wltne{[cs of the fer­
"' vIces and honours of my former hfe, I wIll vcnt'lre to 
" rell: the whole of my defence upon a lingle queftion. 
" VarlUs, then, a{[erts that Scaurus was bnbed to betray 
" h1> COllntry, Scaurus on the other hand, utterly denles 
" that he ever WitS tamted with a crime of this nature. 
" Nvw lay your hand, upon your hearts, and tell me, my 
H fellow-cltlzens, to wluch of thefe two men you wtll give 
« credlt ?" The people were fo l1:ruck wrth the honefl: llm­
plicltyof this fpeeth, that Scaurus was dlfmlflcd with ho. 
Dour, and Ius mfamous accufer Ill{[ed out of the AiTembly: 
Dc cla ... Orat. 110, II L Val. Max. l1i. 7. Salu}!. bel. 'J1I­
gurth. Oral. PH Frontclo. At7. 1. 17l Vcrr. 

3" Lentulus, the perron to wnom thi~ h:tter is ad­
weJTed. 

Nio loufly 
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/1. u.699' Iouny united in one common efFort lOr reco. 
~ , -' \1erin~ me to my country. Yet high,as there 

unexampled honours were, they ha.,e never 
elated my heart with pride, or tempted me t<J­
aifume an air which could give juft offence ~n 
to the moR: malevolent of my enemies. The 
whole of my ambition is, not to be wanting 
either in advice or affiftance to my friends; or 
tven to rhofC whom I have no great reafon to 

r.mk in that number. It is this, perhaps, which 
has given the real ground of complaint to thofe 
who view only the luftre of my 'actions, but can­
not be ~nfible of the pains and folicitude they 
(011: me. But whatever the true caufe may be, 
the pretended one is, my having promoted the 
honours of Cdar: a circumftance which they 
interpret, it feerns, as a renunciation of myoId 
maxirps. The genuine motives however of my 
conduCt in this inftance are, not only what 1 
juft before mentioned, but particularly what I 
hinted in the beginning of my letter, and will 
now more (,,11y explain. 

You will not Snd then" my {Fiend, the ariftO'a 
cratical part of the republic difpofed to purfue 
the fame fyftem, as when you left them. That 
fyftem I mean, which I endeavoured to' eftablHh 

when 1 was conful,....and which, tho' afterward& 
occaflOnally 
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occafiona11y interrupted, and at length entirety A.U.'­
overthrown, was again fully reftored duting ... • 0;;1 

your adminiftration. It is now however torally 
~bandoned by thofe who ought moft ftrenunutly 
~ have fupported it. I do not afi"ert this upon 
the credit only of appearances, in which it is 
exceedingly eafy to diffemble: I fpeak it upon 
the unqueftionable evidence of facts, and the 
public proceedings of thofe who were ftiled pa­
triots in my confulate. The general fcheme of 
politics therefore being thus changed, it is 
time, moil certainly, for every man of prudence 
(tn which number I have the ambition to be 
juftly accounted') to vary likewife his particular 
plan. Accordingly, that chief and favourite 
guide of my principles whom I have already 
quoted) the divine Plato himfelf advifes, not to 
prefs any political point farther than is ronfonant 
.. the general fenfe of the community: for me .. 
thods of violence, he maintains, are no more to 

be ufed towards one's country, than one's parent. 
U port this maxim, he tells us, he decliQed engag­
ing in public affairs: and as he found the people 
of Athens confirmed by long habit in their mn­
taken notions of government, he did not think it 
lawful to attempt by force, what he defpaired of 
effetting by perfuafion. My fttuafion, ho1lreVer" 
is in thil refpeCl:diffenBt from Plato's: for on the ' 

one 
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4P.6pg. one hand, as I have already embarked in public 
~ affairs, it is too late to deliberare:: whether I lhould 

now enter upon them or not: fa on the <;>ther, 
the Roman people are by no means fo incapable 
of judging of their true intereft as he reprefen6 
,the Athenians. It is my happinefs, indeed, to be 
able by the fJme meafures to cQnfillt at once both 
my own and my country's wdfare 3\ To thefe 

~J If Cicero \I!as finc('rc in what he here aff<'rted, and 
really imagined that by fJJh1? in with the [chemes of Ca:­
far and "Pompey, he could more eficthlally fcrve Jl1S coun­
try, as well as }llm[e;f, his pohey, a~ far as we can judge 
of it at thiS dlilancc, ieems to have been very extraordmary. 
To have fupported the one i'l oppoJitlon to the other, tIllght. 
perhaps, ha\c been a probable method Qf dcf~atmg t!le de­
figns of beth; as they could neither of them have adv.lOced 
to fo formidable a heIght, If they had not mutually aP'ften 
~n railing each other But to jOin III theu' coalitIon, w~s ill 

effect to be accelfory i.n cementll1g an umon moil eVidently 
calculated for the rUIn of the commonwealth. ThiS reafon­
ing is not bUlIt merely upon dlfiant fpeculatlOn, hut is fup~ 
ported by the exprefs telhmony of one who was not onlY 
an actor 111 this Important fcene, but well underftood the 
plot that was carrying on. "You are mlftaken ([aid Cato 
.. to thofe who were lamenting the breach that afterwards 
I< happelled between Pompey and C;e(ar) you are mJll:Jken 
" in ehargmg ottr caJamiues on that event: they owe their 
" nfe to another cauie, and began, not when Pompey and 
If Crefar became c.nemles, but when they were made fnends." 
The difficulty of julhfying Cicero 10 this meafl.lre grows 
1hll fironger, when it IS remembered that he muft have 
been fenflble at thiS very tlme, how much was to be dreaded 
from the power of th~ his pretended fnends. For he 
affures AttlCllS in a letter which wa, wntten at thl" break­
ing out of the etvli war:that he forefaw the florm that had 
been gathcIlng to defiroy tht! Repubbc, fourteen years be­
fare It fell; and calls the unuln of thefe ambitious chIefs, 
fceierq.trZ COIi)elifioms fides, a Wicked confederacy. .To wruch 

confiderations 
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confidcrations I muft add thofe uncommon ~a:s A.U.69 • . 
or-generofity, which Crefar has exerted both to-
wards my brother and rnyfelf: fo much indeed 
beyond all example, that even whate\Ter had 
t. 

been his fuccefs, I fh~)tlld have thought it in~ 
cumbent upon me, at leaft to have defended 
him. But now, dlftmguiilied, as he is, by fuch 
a ·wonderful [eries of pt'f)fperity, and crowned 
with fa many glorious viCtories, I cannot but 
efteem it a duty which lowe the republic, ab­
ftrach:d from all per[onal obligations to himfdf, 
to promote his honours as far as lies in my 
power. And believe me, it is at once my con­
feffion and my glory, that next to you, together 
with the other generous authors of my reftora­
tion, there is not a man in the world from whom 
I have received fuch amicable offices. 

And now, having laid before you the prin­
cipal motives of my conduCt in general, I fuall 
be the better able to fati~fy you concerning my 
behaviour With rerpett to Cralfus and Vatim us 
in particular: for as to Appius and Crerar, ,r 
have the pleafure to find that you acquit me of 
all reproach. 

he adds, that they had upon all occafions preferred the 
intereH of theIr famlhes, and the adv .. 'lCement of theIr 
power, to 'the honour and. welfare oftheu country. Plut. 
in "'It. Pomp. Ad Iftt. x. 4. 

My 
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.-.u.~ My reconciliation thell with Vatinius 14 lta. 

... ...., tWeeted by the mediation of Pompey> foon. 
aft-rr the furmer was eleCted Pnetor. I muR:: 
confers, when he petitioned to be admitted J. 
candidate for that office, ~ very warmly oppofell 
him in the IS fenate: but it was much lefs fr~m 

~4 Some ohfervations have :already been made uppn 
Cicero's conduCt with reg.d to Vatinius; fee remark t11e 
5th on this letter. 

Ii The pafi"age in the origtnal, it is acknowledged, does 
Slot abfolutely imply the fenfe wluch is given to it in the 
tranflation. It rUM thus: cum qUldem ego {.JIll' ptflttonem 
Sf'G'Uif/illlis ;" foratll ftlftentm O/PUf"ajjetn. But it i. not eafy 
10 conceive in what manner the competition between Cato 
end Vatimas in relatioPl to the office of Pra:tor, cOllld come 
before the Senate. urdefs the authority of that a{fernb1r 
were fome way nece/fary in nominating or recommenfiing 
the candidates to the people. This mterpretation feerns 
to be favoured by a paffage in one of Plmy's letters. .Me. 
fo./fraglD (fays he, fpeaking of a friend for whom, not being 
legally qaali6ed to fue for the Tribnnat~ he had obtamed 
a aifpenfation from the Emperor for that purpofe) MID fitf­
frag/II peM/elut ad JUs <J',.,hulJtUlIIJt pcttmil, Ijutm mji obtlJ"et 
in fenatu, Vlrur M auepz,ffe CeeJarem videaI'. ii. 9. That 
the Seuate originally claimed this prerogauve Wlth refpea 
to the e1effion of "Kings, is lOdifputable. Palres decre<l.ltr7mt 
(as Livy infurms Ql.) ut cum pOpU/U4 regeN Jujf!ffet. ,a /it 
rl'lllll1r dfot. ji latrel aullorn Jitren!. i. 17. It IS equally 
clear JikewM that the 8-enate exercifed a pnvilege of the 
itp1e kind after the republican government was eftablilhed: 
lor Cicero taking notice in one of his oratlOns of an unfuc­
oefsful attempt that had been formerly made by that augull 
Membly in crder to extend their pov.er, ?Ads; I.IUN till". 

rnal'jJrtUllm 71qn gerthat 's 'illl uptrat,ji palrlJ au-Borel 1:011 
Cf'Q."t faa,. Orat. pro ~nc. 3. But the diffiCUlty is. this 
~c:h waS dehvered in the very fame year in which the 
~eut letter was written; fo that the paifage 'Pl0ted froll1 
It fetm! to imply that no flX.h right fllbfifted at the time 
aer confuieration; and indeed Dr. Chapman produce. 
it.in c:onfitmation of thu nouon. (E/far on R. S. p. 3 J 7.) 

t my 
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my refeDtmmt to the man himfelf, than ip onJar A-tJ" •• 
to fupport the honour and intereft of Cato.. ----.I 
Soon after this, he was impeached: and it wu 
lr) compliance with the carnell' folkitation of 
Czfar, that I undertook his defence. But you 
muft not inquire why I appeared at ,this trial" 
Gil" indeed at any other of the fame kind, as 
a wienefs in favour of tbe accu(ed: Jet);. l 
1hould hereafter have an opportunity Q( ret0rt.-

ing the queftion upon you. Tba' to fay truth. 
I . may fairly afk it even n(}w: for do you not 
remembet, my friend, in whofe behalf it wq 

that you formerly tranfinitted certain honourabJ, 

The difficulty however, may, perhaps, be folved by fap. 
poling that Cicero's meamng IS to be taken reilrithvely .. 
and that the prerogative of the Senate in the nominatibn of 
candidates for the feveral magiltracies, or at leaft in con­
firming their e\cttion, was abolilhed ollly with refpett to the 
eleChon of .£dues, which it IS cert.lln he had principally in 
view; but remained, neverthelefs, in its ufual force as to all 
others. Conje8ures are allowable in points of /0 much 
obfcurity, and m whi~h neither critics nor commentator. 
afford any light: but what fohdlty there may be in that 
which runs through the prefent remark, is fubillitted to the 
judgment of more fuccefsful inquirers. 

a Cato. the year before the dace of this letter, had foli­
cited the Pra:torlhip, in order to arm hunfelf willi the ali­
thority of that importan! ollice" again£!: the dangerous de­
figns of Crafi'qs and Pompey; who were at that time CoII.­
fills. But they were too well aware of the honeft purPQfcs 
of this inflexible Patriot, not to obfttytt his eleaion: l!J1c1 
aecc.rdingly they carried it againft hlm ill favour of tho 
pliant and worthlefs VlI.timus. whore pretenfions they {up­
ported by every infamous m'!thod of artifice, corr~oa. 
~d violence. Nut. ,. 'lilt. CalOII. 

~eftimonia1s 
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,A.U.6w. teftimOllial:i even froth the utmoft limits of the 

Roman empire? Y cu need not fcruple, how­
ever, to acknowledge the faa: for'! have aaed, 
and {hall continue to aCt, the fame part towards 

thore very perfons. But to return to Vatinius: 
befides the reafons I have already affigned, I 
was provoked to engage in his defence, by an 
oppofition of the fame fort Wf ich the parafite 
recommends to the amorous foldier in the play 36

• 

The obfequious Gnatho, you know, advifes his 
friend the captain whenever his mdhe[s endea. 
vours to pique his jealoufy "by mentioning his 
rival Pha:dria, to playoff Pamphila upon her 
in return. Thus, as I told the judges at this 
trial, fince certain honourable perfons who were 
formerly much in my intereil:, had thought 
proper by many little mortifying inft-ances in 
the [enate, to carefs my avowed enemy bet~Jre 
my face; I thought it but equitable to have 
a Clodius on my part, in oppolition to the 
Clodllls on their's. Accordmgly I have upon 
many occafiom acted fuitably to this declara­
tion: and all the world acknowledges I have 
reafon 37. 

36 The Eunuch of Terenc~. 
37 The conduB: of CIcero with reprd to Vatinius ap­

pears by no means parallel with that of the antlocrancal 
party towards ClodlUS. The latter was now at variance 
with Ca:far and Pompey: and it was undoubtedly a Juft 
and ratlonal pohey to take advantage of t~1at dilrentlon;. 

9 Having 
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Having thus explained my conduCt with re­
gard to Vatinius, I will now lay before you 
thofe motives which determined me in refpeCl: 
to Craffus l8. I was willing, for the fake of 
the 'common caufe, to bury in oblivion the 
many and great injuries I had formerly receiv­
ed from him. Agret'ably to this difpofition, 
as we were then upon good terms, I 1hould 
have borne his unexpeCted defence of Gabi­
nius 19, (whom he had very lately with fa much 

and endeavour by an artful management to gain him over 
to tl~e cau[e of hberty. But Cicero's engagm~ m [he [up­
}lOrt of Vatlmus, cannot be JufhJied by any polltlcal rea[ons 
of thIs natllre and to [peak tl uth, It [cems to be altogether 
wlthom excu[e. For Vatlmus was actually 111 league wltl1 
the (nemles of hts country To c[poufe 11l~ callfe therefore 
was to frrengthcn th~ir factIOn, and facnJice pubhe U1tereil 
'0 pnv.lte plqu{'. 

JS See the remarks on the 7th letter of this B. particu-
larly rem. 6 and 9. p. 128. . 

39 AulU5 GabmlUs was Confu! tlie fame year in which 
Cicero was fo outragcoul1y perfecuted by Clodius; With 
whorr (as has been obferved U1 the notes above) GabmlU~ 
moll: zealocll1y concurled. To give hi~ character as Cicero 
hlmfeJf ha' d, awn It 1Il feveral of his oratIons, he was effe­
minatL' m hIS mIen, d'l[olute In h,s pnnciples. and a pro­
feffed hbertlne 1Il every kmd. After the eXplratlOn of hl$ 
Confulatc In 6r;61ie Wtnt governor mto Syna; from whence 
he wab rewli<..d the follOWing year. by a decree of the Se­
nate. Clc.eTO lr()ke Very warmly In t.J.V()UT of the decre,.e.; 
and It IS prob.-tbIc th,lt the llICpute here mentIOned between 
LIm and COlt us, h~rpened in the debates which arofe upon 
thir, OCC:lhon. N'lt many months att.:r the date of thIS 
letter, Gdblniu~ was .mpe"-ched ti,r male-prathccs dunng 
the admmdh atlon of IllS proconfular goverr.ment and 
Cicero was nov. [0 entIrely at the d'[pofal of exfar and 
rampey, that, 111 compliance WIth tht If requdl:, he meanly 
pmlertuok IllS defence. Eut It \;Os not Without great fhug-

warmth 
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MI."'. ~armth oppoied) if he had avoided all perronal 
"' .... ...,.",., reflections on myfelf. But when, with the moil: 

\!nprovoked violence, he broke in upon me 
whilft I was in the midll: of my fpeech; I muft 
CQ11fefs it raifcd my indignation: and. perhaps I 
took fire fo much the {aoner, as poffibly there 

trill remained in my heart fame latent [parks of 
IllY former refemment. However, my beh04.vi­
our in the fenate upon this oceafion, was much 
anll generally applauded. Among tht: reft, I 
was complimented llkewife by the f1.me men 
whom I h:ove often hinted at in thi~ lett:'r j and 

who acknowledged I hill! rendered a vel f efTen­
tial fervice to their caufe, by that fpirit which 
l had thus exerted. In iliort, they affecr.~d to 
fpeak of me in public, as b:ing now indeed re­
flared to the commonwealth m the beft and 

gles with bimfelf that he fuLmitted to an office fo unwort~y 
Of his prmciples and hiS charaCla. However he endea­
vourecl to re{lrefent it to the wo.ld as an aCt of pure gene­
ronty: and mdeed the Centlment With which he defended 
hllnfelf from the cenfure that pafi"ed upon him on th~s occa­
!ion. is truly noble: Ne~ue me 'Vero palUtet mortale! Inlml­
("ztuu, fem.plternas amlCltlas bahere. But Gabinius was by 
no means enmled to the benefit of this generous maxim;. 
nor was it true (as will. inconteftably appea.r by a 'paffage I 
~11 prefently ~ve occaoon to produce) that ~icero was 
governed ~y it in the cafe under conJideration. Cicero's 
condua indeed upon tl1is occaUion is fo utterly indefenfible. 
that his very in~ious I':nd lea.rned advocate Dr. Middle­
ton himfelf is ~ge4 to coufc.fs, that it was" contrary to 
" his judgment. his refolutlon. and his dIgnity." Orat. pra 
&;r/. I.l''.fom Provo w!lular. pro RmJlr. Plut.11I 'lNt. GIlIOllo 
UtUf7I. Lft if Cuero II. 121. 8vo. Bitl. See remark 441 
below. • 

m~ 
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mon. glorious fenfe. N everthelefs, they had the A.V.699. 

malice in their private converfations (as I was ~ 
informed by perfons of undoubted honour) to 
exprefs fingular fatisfactiQn in the new variance 

that had thus happened between Craffus and my-
felf: as they pleafed themfelves with imagining 
it would for ever throw me at a diftance from 

thofe who were JOIned with him in the fame in-
tereft 4

0
• Pompey in the mean time employed 

incredible pains to clofe this breach: and Crefar 
alfo mentioned it in his letters, as an ~ 

that gave hlln much concern. Upon thefe con­
fiderations therefore I thought it expedient to 
act agreeably both to the dietates of my natural 
temper, and to that experience which I had 
gained by my former misfortunes. In pur[uance 
of thtfe fentime-nts, I confented to a reconcile-
ment: and in order to render it more con-
fpicuous to the world, Craffus fet out for hi. 
government .1-1 almoft from under my roof: for 

40 C:e(ar and Pompey. The former (who was undoubt­
edly as much fupenor to the refl: of his contemporaries iR 
geniu5 a~ in fortune) findmg it necelfary for hIS purpofCi 
that Cralfus and Pompey fhould aCt in concert, procured a 
reconcihation between them: and by tlus means, fays Plu­
tarch, formed that invinciLle TriuDlvirate, which ruined the 
authority both of the Senate and the people; and of whicll 
he alone received the advantage. Plut. In Craff. 

4' The province of Sxna was aIlottcrl to Cratrus, for 
which he fet out a month or two before the expiration of 
his confulate in the year 698. and from whence he never 

VOL. I. o having 
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having invited himfelf to fpend the preceding 
"" ,-..I night with me, we fupped together in the gardens 

of my fon-in-law Craffipes 4\ It was for thefe 
reafons that I thought my honour obliged me to 

defend his caufe in the fenate 4-J: and I confefs 
I mentioned him with that high appl au fe, of 
which, it feems, you have been informed. 

Thus I have given you a full detail of the 
feveral views and motives by Whlch I am go­
verned in the prefent conjuncture, as well as of 
the particular difpofition in which I frand with 
refpeCl: to the fiender part I can pretend to claim 
in the adminiftration of public affa.irs, And, 
believe me) I fhould have judged and acted 
entirdy in the fame manner, had I been to~al1y 
free from every fort of amicable biafs. For, on 
the one hand, I fhould have efteemed it the mofr 
abfurd folly to have attempted to oppofe fa fu­
perior a force; and on the other, fuppofing it 
poffible, I Jhould yet have deemed it imprudent to 

weaken the authority of per[ons fo eminently and 
fa juftly diftinguifhed 10 the commonwealth 44. 

returned: as lIas already been obfervcd in the notes on the 
7th letter of this book. See p. 1 zS. 

4~ There gardens were fituated a fmilU diftance from 
Rome on the banks of the TIber. .Ali Jilt. iv. u. .A4 
~ F. iii. 7. 

04' See rem 7. p. uS. of this vol. 
oM It will appear very evident. 'perhaps. from the fore­

going obfervatiom. that what CIcero he.-e aiferts. coul~ 

Bcfides, 
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Befidcs, it appears to me to be the difrates A.tT.69~ 

of found policy, 10 aCt in accommodation to ~ 
particular conjunCl:ures, and not inflexibly pur-
fue the fame unalterable fcheme, when public 
circumftanc~s together with the fentiments of 
the beft and wifeft members of the commu-
nity, are evidently changed. In conformity to 
this notion, the moll: judicious reafoners on the 
great art of government, have ulllverfally con-
demned an obftinate perfeverance in one uni-
form tenor of meafures. The !kill of the pilot 
is fhewn in weathering the ftorm at leaft, tho· 

not poffibly be his real fentiments. That it Was not prac­
ticable to brmg down Crefar and Pompey from that height 
of power to wluch they were now arnved, will not, pro­
bably, be dlfputed. tho' at the fame tlme it is very dtflkult 
to fet limltS to what prudence and perfeverance may efF"eA:. 
This at !call: {eems undemable, that if their power were 
abtolute1y immoveable, Cicero's conduEl: was in the num­
ber of thofe caufes which contnbuted to tender it [0. 
However, one cannot but be a!l:onithed to find our author 
[cnou/1y main taming, that granting It had not been im­
poffible, it would yet have been impolItic, to have checked 
there towering chiefs in their ambitious flight. For It is 
plam from a palfage already cited out of his letters to 
AtticllS ([ee above, remark 33.) that he long forefaw theIr 
immoderate growth of power would at lall: overturn the 
liberties of the commonwealth. It had already mdeed de­
ftroyed his own: and thiS too by the confeffion of himfelf. 
For in a letter WlllCh he writes to his brother, takmg notice 
of the llrong applicatIOns that Pompey had made to him to 
defend G;tlunJus, he declares he never will comply witb 
that unworthy requell, fo long as i.1" retamed the leat! 
fpark of lIberty. But cpmply however he aEl:ually dId: 
equally, in truth, to his own difgrace, and to the confu­
tation of the dofuine he here advances. Ad ~ F. ill. I. 
See remark 39. above. 

o~ he 



TH~ LETTERS B601C H~ 

he fhould not gain his port: hut if 1hifdng his 
falls, and changing his direCtIon will (nfallibly 
carry him wIth fecurrty mto the intended har­
bour; would it not be an inO::ance of moO:: un­
r~afonable tenacioufnefs to continue in the more 
hazardous courfe wherein he began his voyage ~ 
Thus (and it IS a maxim I have often had oc", 
calion to inculcate) the point we- ought all of 
us to keep in vIew in our adl11inifhation of the 
commonwealth, is the final enjoyment of an 
honourable repofe: but the method of fecl1nng 
to ourfdvcs thiS dignity of retreat, is by hav­
ing been inv:lI iable in our intentions for the 
public welfare, and not by a pofitive perfeve­
rance in certain favourIte modes of obtaining 
it 4S. To repeat therefore- what I juO:: now de­
clared j had I been abfolutely uninfluenced by 
every motive of fl iendfilip, I filould friiI have 
purfued the fame public meafures in which I am 

41 The reafoning \\hich Cicero here er:lploys is cer~ 
utnly JuJl, confideJ ed abib achdh : but by no means 3p­
plicolblt: to the prefent cafe. The quej~lOn between the 
arlJlocratic.,l part)', and thofe who were favourer, of Ca:hr 
:lnd Pompey, WU;, not what road fl auld be taken to the 
fame end, but whether Rome /houJd be frcl" or enflaved. 
Let who would then have changed thelr felltlmcmts in thli 
point, It became not the Jatf,tr of hzs COUlflry to encreafe the 
number. But as CIcero acquIred tholt ll1oll: honourable of 
all :J ppellatlons, by Cauhne, he loft it Jg:Jll1 by Clodius ; 
or to (!xprefs the fame thtng in his own word.; non ruordor 
(as he confe/fes to Attlcus) und, (wdm11l,jed undc Junex­
film. Ad Alt. iv. 16. 

§ now 
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now engaged. But when gratitude and refent~ 

ment both confpire in rpcommending this U:heme 
of action to me, I cannot hefitate a momc.'nt 
in adopting it; efpccially fince it appt"ars moO:: 
conducive to the interefts of the republlc in ge­
neral, as well as to my own in particular. To 

fpeak freely, I act upon this principle fo much 

the more frequently and with the lefs referve, 
not only as my brother is Lieutenant under Cre­
far, but as [he l:mer receives the Olghteft action 
or even WOI d of mIne in his favour, with an air 

that evidently iliews he confiders them as obli~ 

gations of tlit" moO:: fenfible kind. And in fact, 
I derive the fame benefit from that popularity 

and power Vi hich you know he polfdfcs, as 
if they were fo many advantages of my own. 

The fllm of tlte whole in ilion is this: I ima­
gined that I had no other method of counter­

~aing thofe perfidious defigns with which a cer­
tain party were fecretly contriving to undermine 
me, than by thus uniting the fnendfhip and pro­
tethon of the men in power, with thofe internal 

aids whIch have never yet been wanting to my 
fupport c~ 

• There is no charaCl:er in all a~tiqulty, perhaps, that 
lies fo open to difco~erv as that of Cl.:pro; and yet there 
is none at the fame time V.hlCh feems to 0(" lees gent:r~lly 
underftood. Had th~re bee'1 no other of his wrltmg; ex­
ta.nt, hOl'<ever. but thiS finglc letter; the patnot character. 

larn 

A.U.b99· 
« , 
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I am well perfuaded, had you been in Rome~ 

you wQuld have concurred with me in thefe fen .. 
timents. I know indeed the candour and mo­
deration of your temper; and I know too that 

your heart not only glows with friendfllip to­
wards me, but is wholly untainted with male­

volence towards others: in a word, I know that 

as you poffefs every fubllme and generous af. 
feetion, you are incapable of any thmg fo mean 
as artifice and dlfguife. N everthelefs, even 

this elevated dlfpofition has not fecured you 
from the farl.le unl,rovoked mahce, ",hich I 
have f'xperjrnctd jn my own affajrs. J doubt 

not therefore If you had been an aetor in this 
fcene, the fame motives w.uld have fwayed 

your condu[\:, which have governed mine. But 

one 1hould have imagmed, would have bAen the 1aft t1 at 
the world would ever have afcnbed to (lur author. It I, 
obfcrvable (and it 1, aT! obfervatlon for which I am obliged 
to a gentleman who anlldll far more Impol tant occupatlOl1s 
did not rcfufe to be the cenfurer of thd'c p"pers) that" tte 
« prmclples by willch C1CtlO attempts to Ju!hfy hlmfelf In 

.. thiS eplfl:le, are fuch as wIll equallv defend the moll: 
" abandonrd proihtution and dcfertlOn m polItical conduB:. 
" Perfona1 &1 atltude and refentment; an eye to private and 
.< p:H ticular mterefi, ml>.ed with a pretended regard to. 
" public good; ar. attent!On to a blOcher's adv:Ult;ement 
., and farther favour; a fenfib!lity in bong careffed by a 
" great man in power; a calculatlOn of the advantages 
~, aerived. from the popularity and credIt of that great man 
" to one's own perfonal felf, are vc'y weak foundations 
.. indeed. to fupport the fuperftruB:ure of a true patriot's 
f< charaCter. Yet thele are the prinCiples wh:ch Cicero 
~, helc cxprc[bly avo~s and defends!" 

-however 
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however that may be, I fhall mof!: certainly A.U.699' 

fubmit all my aCtions to your guidante and '-"....J 

advice, whenever I £hall again enjoy yout com-
pany: and I am fure you will not be lefs atten. 
tive to the prefervation of my honour, than you 
formerly were to that of my perron. Of this at 
leaft you may be perfuaded, that you will find 
me a faithful fi'iend and alfociate in aU your 
counfels and meafures: as it will be the fitft and 
dally purpofe of my life, to fupply you with 
additIOnal and more powerful reafons for re-
joicing in thofe obligations you have conferred 
upon me. 

As you defire me to fend you thofe cornpofi­
tions which I have written fince you left R.ome, 
I fhall deliver fome orations into the hands of 
Menocrates for that purpofe. Howevet~ not 
to alarm you, their numbet is but inconfider­
able: for I withdraw as much as poffiblt: from 
the contention of the bar, in order to join thofe 
more gentle mufes, which we're always my de­
light, and 11re particularly fo at this juntture. 
Accordingly I have drawn up three dialogues 
upon oratory, wherein I have endeavoured to 
imitate the manner of Ariftotle. I truft- they 
w~ not prove altogether ufekfs to your fon, as 
I have rejeCted the modern precepts of rhetoric~ 
and adopted the antient Ariftotelian and Ifo-

o 4 cr<1tic 
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cratic rules. To this catalogue of my writings 

I muft alfo add an· hiftorical poem which I 
have lately cJmpofed in three cantos, upon the 

fubject of my banifument 4
6 

j and as a lafting 

memorial likewile of your friendllilp and my 

gratitude. This I fhould long fine.' have tranf· 

mitted to you, had it been my immediate in­
tention to make it publIc. But I am difcouraged 

from this ddign at prefent, not indeed as fear­

ing the refentment of thofe who may imagine 

themfelves the objeCts of my fatire, (for in this 

refpect I have been extremely tender) but as 
findmg it Impoffible to make particular men­

tion of everyone from whom I received obli­

gations at that [eafon. However, when I Jball 

meet with a proper opportunity, I will fend it 
to you; fubmitting my writings as well as my 
actions entirely to your judgment. I know 

indeed thefe literary meditations have ever been 

the favourite employment of your thoug~ts no 
lefs than of mine 47, 

46 This poem Cicero delivered fealed up to his fan; en. 
joining hun at the fame tlme not to pubhfh or read it, nIl 
after hl5 death. Manut. 

47 'ro turn from the achons of CIcero to his writings, is 
changing our pOint of View, It mutt be acknowledged, 
ell.tremdy to his advantage. It i~ on t1J1~ fide mdeed, that 
hiS character can never be to(l warmly admued: and ad­
mired It wdl undoubtedly be, fo Ion!! as manly eloquence 
and genume philofoph;' have any fne~ds. Perhaps there 13 

Your 
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Your family concerns which you recommend 
to me, are fa much a part of my own, that I 
am forry you fhould think it neceffary even to 
remind me of them. I could not therefore read 
your folicitations for that purpofe, wIthout fome 
uneafinefs. 

I find you were prevented by an indifpofi­
tion from going the bfl [ummer into C11icia; 
whlch was the occafion, it feems, of your not 
fctdmg my brother's affaIrs in that province. 
However you give me affurance that you will 
now t~tke all poffible methods of adJufbng them. 
You cannot indeed oblIge him more: and he 
wlll think himfdf a~ much indebted to you for 
procuring hml this additional farm, as if you 
had fett1ed hIm in the poffeffion of his patri­
mony. III the mean time, I intre.lt you to lOfol'm 
me frequently and freely of all your afflirs, and 
particularly give me an account of the ftUdlC3 
and exerclfes in which your fan is engaged. 
For be weIr pel fuaded, never fnend was more 
agreeable or more endeared to another, th.1n 

fomethlOg in that na"ural mechanifm of the human frame 
neceffary to conlhtute a line gem~s, WlllCh lS IlOt altogether 
f,lVoura bIe to the excellencies of the heHt, It I!> cert.un at 
lea!!: (and let It abate our envy of uncommon p~rt;) .h.u 
great fupenonty of mtdlccl:ua1lluaiJicatton" has not ()ften 
been found h conJunchon wuh the mud· nobier adYalltages 
of a moral kmd. 

you 
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A.U.699' you are to me: and of this truth I hope to 
..... " - render not only you, but all the' world, and even 

pofterity jrfelf, thoroughly fenfible. 
Appius 49 has lately declared ?n the fenate 

(what he had before indeed often intimated in 
converfation) that if he could get his procon­
fular commiffion confirmed in an affembly of the 
Curire s', he would caft lors \With his collegue 
for the particular province to which they fbould 
refpeCtive1y fucceed: if not, that by an ami­
cable agreement between themfdves he had re­
folved uppn yours 51. He added, that in the 
cafe of a conful it was not abfolutely neceffary, 
tho' perhaps it might be expedient, to Frocure 
a law of this kInd: and as a governmtnt had 
been appointed him by a decree of the fenate, 
he was inutled, he faid, in confequence of the 

£9 Appius Claudius Pulcher, one of the prefent capfuls. 
See remark 3. p. 2z5. of tillS vol. 

Jo Romulus dIVided the' city mto a cerlain number of 
(hftntls called C'unre, which fomewhat ref( mbled our P,l­
T1ihe~. \\'hcn the people were fummoned wgrth::r to tranf­
ad any bufinef~ agreeably to thiS dlVlfiol1, It wa, called at' 
alfemhlv of the LUlla:: ""here the moil: votes In {.\ ery Cuna 
was confidclcd as the voice of the whol':: dtfiriCl, and the 
moll: CUlJ.:c as the genercll confcnt of the people. Ken. 
R.A. 

,1 The fcnate annually nominatf'd the two provinces to 
which the <.oniuls ihould fucceed at the expiration of their 
()ffice; bur It was Icf, to the confuh thcmfelves to deter­
mine, elther by c~fi!ng 10 5, or by prtvate agreement, whlch 
of the p;u tu-ular }lll)\ 1I1CC~ fel ~fligned, thry fhould refpecl-
lI'cl) .!olll'lUlrer J1!t/I.Id. de ilg. c. 1(. 

Cornelian 
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Cornelian law, to a military command, till the A.U.699-

time of his entrance into Rome 51. I know not' or' 
what accounts you may have received of this 
matter from your other friends: but I find the 
fentiments of the world are much divided. 
Some are of opmion, that you are not obliged 
to refign your government, if your fucce1for 
fhould not be authorized hy an affembly of the 
Curia!: whilft others maintain, that notwith-
Handing you fhould think proper to leave the 
province, you may neverthelefs depute a pedan 
to pre fide in your abfence. As to myfdf, I 
j.\m not altogether fo clear with refpett to the 
law in queftion: tllO' I muft own at the [arne 

,. Tho' the nomination of the proconfular provinces was 
a prIvilege referved t'o the fenate, yet It was the preroga­
tlVe of ll.c peopLe to confer on the proc0nfuls the power of 
executing the milItary funCtlOn~, and hkewlfe, It lhould 
[eem. to grant the neceffary appo1l1tments [.)r conveying 
them to their refpeCtlve governments By a law howevp \" 

which wa$ made by Cornehus Sylld dur1l1g hiS DICtator­
lhlp, in the year 67z, it was enaCted, that whatever ma­
giftrate at the expmltlOn of rus office lhould abtam a pro­
V1l1ce by a decree of the fenate, he lhould be 1l1vell:ed with 
the full power of a proconful, DI twlthftand1l1g hiS com­
million were not confirmed by an afi"embly of the Curi<e. 
But Sylla's dlCtatorOllp being confidered as an ufurpanon. 
it is probable from the pa/fage before us, that this law 
was not generdlly efteemed vahd. APPIUS neverthelefs en­
deavoured to avail himfelf of it, from an apprehenfion that 
he mIght meet with fome obftruelion in the ufual method 
t)f applying for a ratlficatlon of hl~ powers; and indeed 
it may be colIeeled from a letter to ""'ticus, tliat he at 
lall: fet forward to his gov-ernment Without the fanCtton of 
the peoplr. Mmzut. de Ifg. Gr(#'1I. prd'f. In anJlfj. I. A4 
Alt. IV. 16. 

time~ 
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A.U.699' time, that my cloubts are by no means confider­
'"""-tv' I able. Of this however I am perf~frly fure, that 

it is agreeable to your honour, and to that gene­
rofity of conduCt in whIch I know you place 
your highdl: gratification, qUIetly to yield up 

your province to your fucceffor; e1pecially as 
you cannot in tIllS inftance oppore his ambitious 
views, without Incurring the fufpicion of being 
influenced by the fame motives yourfelf. But 

be that as it will, I thought it incumbent upon 
me to inform you of my fentiments: as I fuall 

certainly defend yours, whichever way they jTIay 
determine YOll to afr. 

After I had finifhed my letter, I received your 
laft concernmg the farmers of the Rev;::nues 51. 

Your decifion appears to me, I mull uwn, per­
feaIy equitable; yet at the [arne time, I cannot 
but willi you might be fa happy as not to 
dIfguft a body of men, whore Illtereft you have 
hitherto alwaY5 favoured. However, you may 
be afi"ured I £hall (llpport the decrees you have 

made upon this occafion: tho' you well know 

53 The focietv of farmers of the public revenues among 
the Romans was a body of men 1P high ""pute, as bemg 
<.ompofed of the prmclpal perf all> of the equeftnan order: 
Flos t'luzlum Romal/orum, fay~ Cicero, ornamentulil el'1.)ttalts, 
firmamenlum relp PUbiUaflOrUlil Ott/lilt cOl/tmctur. Pro Plane. 
Dlfputes frequently arofe be~wecn thefe and the tributary 
provinces and It IS to fc'me difFerence of this klDd, wherem 
Lentulus had gIVen judgment agalnfi them. that Cicera 
{cems to allude. 

th~ 
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the temper and difpofition of thefe people, and A.U.699' 

what formidable cnC"mies they proved to the ~ 
excellent QEintus Screvola 14-. I would recom-
mend it to you therefore, if pomble, to recover 
their good graces, or at Ie-ail: to foften them. 
The talk, I confefs, is difficult: but prudence, 
I think, requires you fhould ufe your beft en­
deavours for that purpofe. Farewel. 

54 There were two very eminent per(ons of this name in 
Cicero's time. The firJl.:, the moft celebrated i.,.vy"r and 
polmc,an of hi:' age. l~ dlftmgUl(heu by tile title of Augur. 
The other, who was high Pnel1:, was Itlln at the entrance 
()f the temple of Vefta, as he was endeavourmg to make 
hiS dcape from that general malf,lcre of the Senators which 
was perpetraterl by the orders of the )oung Manu.. To 
which of thefe Tully al\ude~, IS uncertam. ManutlU~ (up­
pofes to the former. but without allignlllg hl~ reafons. It 
feems not unhkely however to be the ~attcr: a, th~rc i~ 
a palfage m Valerius MaxInJuI, by which we finu that he 
C)f"rclfed 1m Afiatlc Gavernment with fo much honour and 
integnty. that the Senate In their fubfcqucnt decrecs tor 
nomlOating the ProconfuIs to that pro,inct', always recom­
mended him as an example worthy of Chell imltaL!0n It 
appears by a fragment of DlOdorus Siculus, that he ende:J.* 
voured during hiS admimtlratlon In Afia co reform the great 
abufes which were committed by the Farmers of the revc­
nut!5 In his provInce, and Impnfoned many of them for 
theIr cruel oppreilions of the people. ThiS drew upon him 
their indignatIOn: but In what particular mfiance he wa~ a 
fuiferer by lt, hlftor) d.oes not mentlon. LI'V. 'p,f. ~6. YRI • 
• 70,[11 .... 1'111. 15. 

LET. 
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LET T E R XVIII. 

To LUCIUS CULLEOLUS, Proconful t. 

I T Was with the warmeft expreffions of grati­
tude that my friend Lucceius " acquainted 

me, you had generoufly afTured his agents or 
your afiiftance; as indeed I know not a man in 
the world who has a heart more fentible of obli­
gations. But if your promifes only were thus 
acceptable to him; how much more will he 
think himfelf indepted to you when you {ball 
have performed (as I am well perfuaded you 
will moll: faithfully perform) thefe your obI ie­
ing engagements? 

The people of Bullis ; have intimated a. dif­
pofition to refer the demands in queftion be­
tween Lucceius and themfel-.... es, to Pompey'~ 
arbitration; but as the concurrence of your 
influence and authority wIll be ~c.e1fdry, I 

, < i 

'Very I1rongly in treat you to exert .. (or this 
purpofe. 

I The perron to whom this letter is addTrlT'ed, and the 
Province of which he was Proccmful. !LTe equally un­
known. 

20 An account of Lucceius has already been given in 
rem. 1. p. 75. of this vol. 

I Geographers are not agreed as to the utuation of this 
city, fome placing It in Illyna .. others in Macedonia. 

t h 
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It affords me great fatisfaB:ion to find that A.U.699-

your Iener to Lurceius, together with your ""-v-J 

promifes to his agents, have convinced them, 
that no man has more credit with you than 
myfdf: and I earnefrly conjure you to confirm 
them in thefe fentiments, by every real and fub. 
fiantial fervice in your power. Farewel. 

LET T E R XIX. 

To the Same. 

"-\.7 0 U could never have difpofed of your 
l.. favours where they would be more grate­

fully remembered, t.han on my friend Lucceius. 
But the obligation is not confined to him only; 
Pompey likewife takes ~ fhare in it: and when­
ever I fee hill1 (as .. .,. often ... do~) , 
he never fails to exprefs in very {hong' terms 
how much he thinks himfelf indebted to you. 
To which I will add (what I know will give 
you great fatisfaB:ion) that it afforded me alfo 
a very fenfible pleafure. As you cannot now 
difcontinue thefe obliging offices, without for. 
fdting your charaB:er of conftancy i I doubt 
not of your perfevering in the fame friendly 
fervices for your own fake, which you at firft 
engaged in for ours. I cannot fvrbear never­
,heIdi! maft earneftly intreating you to proceed 

m 
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A.U.699' in what YO<.1 have thus generoofiy begun, till 
'-"" • you fhall have perfectly completed the pur­

pofes for which we requefted your affiftance. 
You will by thefe means greatly obllge not 
only Lucceius, but Pompey: and never, I will 
venture to aff"ure you, can you layout your 
ferviccs to more advantage. I have nothing 
farther to add; having given Y'U my full fenti­
menu of public affairs in a letter which I wrote 
to you a few days ago, by one of y,:>ur domef­
tics. Farewel. 

LET T E R XX. 

To CUR IUS, Procon[ul a
, 

I Have long been intimately conneCted with 
~intus Pompeius) by a variety of repeated 

good offices. As he has upon many former 
oecaGons fupported his interefts, his credit and 
his authority in your province, by my influ­
ence; fa, now the adminiftration is m your 
hands, he ought undoubtedly to find by the 
effects of t1115 letter, that none of your prede­
ceffors have ever paid a greater regard to my 
recommendations. The {tria: union indeed that 

fubfifts between you and myfe1f, gives me a 

• The perCon to whom this letter is addrejfed, and the 
time when It was wntten, are unknown. 

right 



BOOK II. 0; C ICE R o. 
right to expect, that you will look upon every 
friend of mine as your own. But I moft earneftly 
intreat you to receive Pompeius in fo particular 
a manner into your protection and favour, as to 
convince him that nothing could have proved 
more to his advantage and his honour, than m1 
application to yqu in his behalf. Farewel. 

LEt T E R XXI. 

To BASILIUS b. 

I Congratulate both YOll and myfelf on the pre­
rent joyful oecation. All your affairs here are 

much my concern: as your perron is infinitely 
dear to me.-Love me in return: and let me 
know what you are doing, and what is going 
forward in your part of the world. Farewel. 

b If Bafilius be the true name of the perron to whom thu 
If'tter is inrcnbed, (and mdeed all the edItions agree in caU­
ing hIm fo) no account can be given concerning him. But 
if we may be allowed to fuppore the genuine reading to be' 
B'-lalus; he was prretor in the year 708. and Crerar not 
having given him a province, as wa~ nfua!, at the expIration 
of hIS office, he was fo mortified with the affront that he put 
an end to hill hfe. D,O, xhii. p. % 3 7. 

VOL. 1. p LET-
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LET T E R XXII. 

To ~INTUS PHILIPPtJS-, Proconful • 

~;6~. I Congratulate your fafe return from your 
province in the fulnefs of your fame, and 

amidft the ge.aeral tranquillity of the republic. 
If I were in Rome, I fuould have waited upon 
you for this purpore in perron, and in order 
likewife to make my acknowledgments to you 
for your favours to my friends Egnatius and 
Oppius. 

I am extremely {orry to hear, that Yo'J have 
taken great offence againft my friend and hoft 
Antipater. I cannot preter~d to judge oi the 
merits of the cafe: but I know your charalter 
too well not to be perfuaded, that you are inca­
pable of indulging an unreafonable refentment. 
J conjure you however, by our long friendfuip; 
to pardon for my fake his fons, who lie entirely 
at your mercy. If I imagined you could not 
grant this favour confiftently with your honour, 
I fhould be far from making the requelt: as my 
regard for you}" reputation is much fuperior to 
all confiderations of friendfhip which lowe to 

II See rem. a p. U 7. of this vol. 

this 
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thi!l family. But if I am not rniftaken, (and A.U.699' 

indeed I very poffibly may) your clemency to- "-'r-J 

wards them will rather add to your character, 

than derogate from it. If it be not too much 

trouble therefore, I fhould be glad you would 

let me know how far a complIance with my 
requeft, is in your power: for that it is in your 

inclination I have not the lea!! rearon to doubt. 

Farewel. 



A.U.699. 
, r ' 
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LET T E R XXII r. 
To LucIus VALERIUS 4, the Lawyer. 

FOR 5 why lhould I not gratify your vanity 
with that honourable appellation? Since,. 

as the times go, my friend, confidence will rea· 
dily pafs upon the world for !kill. 

I have executed the commifIion you fent me, 
and made your acknowkdgments to Lentulus. 
But I willi you would render my offices of this 
kind unneceffary, by putting an end to your 
tedious abfence. Is it not more worthy of your 
mighty ambition to be blended with your lealilcd 
brethren at Rome, than to ftand the fole great 

4 Valerius is only known hy this letter and another. 
wherein Cicero recommends hIm to Appius as a ~rfon 
who lived in his family, and for wPom he entertained a very 
llllgular aH"ecbon. By the air of this eptiHe he feems to 
have been one of that fort of lawyers who may more pro­
perly be [aId to be of the profeflion than the [ctenee. But 
as the vein of humour which runs through thIs letter, part­
ly confifts in playing upon words, it is not very eary, per­
haps It is impo1Iible. to be preferved in a tranilation: and 
as it alludes to Clrcumftances which are now altogeth~ 
unknoWII, it muft nece«:~nly lofe much Qf its original 
fpirit. 

5 The a!5rupt beginning of this letter has induced (orne: 
()f the Commenta.tors to fufpect, that It is not entire. But 
Manutius has very jufily {\hfencd, that it evidently refers 
\0 the mfcnption: iUlU he: produc~~ an mflance of the fame 

wonder 
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wonder of wifdom amidft a parcel of paltry A.U.699' 

Provincials 6 f But I long to rally you in,per- w-..-.J 
fon: for which merry pUJ;pofe, I oefire you 

would haften hither as expeditioufiy as pomble. 

I would by no means, however, advife you to 

take Apulta in the way, left rome difaftrous 

adventure, in thofe unlucky regions, fhould pre-

vent our welcoming your fare arrival. And in 

truth~ to what purpofe fhould you vifit this 

ktnd flOm one of the epii11es to Atticus. rttl. ad Att. iii. 
;%"'l. 

, After this palfage in the original, Cicero goes on in 
the followlllg flram: !:i!.!!anquam qUI zjl17lC 'l/t/llunt, partun 
Ie /uprrhum ejfe ((ICUltt, quod mlnI refpondeas, paltJm con. 
tumeltojum, quod male rdpondcas. The lrallJ1ator however 
has ventured to omit tlus WlttlcIlm, IJ.pon the adVlce of 
liorace; 

----~IA 
lJrJpcrat !mfafll mle/urr pqf;-", reIw'l'ilt_ 

It is a pun indeed \\hich has already oocurred il1 opp of the 
pI ecedmg lettr~. to Trebattus, where our Author ?lay; 111 

the fame manner upon the equl\ OC:\\ fenfe of the H'rb yr­

'/p"l/dere. See p. 1,6. of tlns vol. YOItUIC h~s m.1n .. ged 
an allulion of -tIns hnd much more fucccfsfully. ~I ... ou, 
pn t("dt;:; (lays that agreeable wnte] to hl; fnend tl'c plc·u­
potcnndry,it MunHer) que /a ,lIgmte Ifp p'cmfotelltlu/le <vous 
dtjpcl1jc df nYlond; e, 1'al'lnJlI1/ Q7JOit (I J" chillge loufa les 0/:' 
falres de t' C1'lld t ROJi'aJ", £t)£ 'vo"s mou;11 el at C1/ cmt IUllx dUIII 
de gro! izllr,s, l'apllll,;nuB rrfponda, ct rei pondlt 1'aplIll<tnus. 
LeJ plus jages if les P:IIS PI "dem efoul/t cCln' 'lut a'Voul/t .. c~ 
(Ol!flume de dpol/are, et de it< refponfa faplentum, et prUdl:ntulll 
relponCa. Les orad"s menltS, 'lual/d 'Vou! m je/ICi:: U11, rij/,~n-
4olent; et It' n'tji pa! qu'atrx cho/fj l11an,1lJl.u, qlU 71e fi mahm 
fue/JuifDIS en devoir it ,epondre. 

Les taux It lei ,.ochers r In /;ou lUI rijpondtnt. 
L\:t. de Voit. i. 165. 

your 
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-A.U.09?' yow native province 7? For, like Ulyffes when 
\us y-.J.o he firft returned to his Ithaca, you will be much 

7 Manutius imagines that Cicero means to rally the ob­
fcurity of his friend's birth. Perhaps It wou1d be nearer the 
truth to acknowledge, that it IS Impoffihle to know what 
he means: Yet as this fenfe 15 as conf! tent With the ori­
ginal as any other, it IS adopted in the tranfiatlon But 
if tillS very learned commentator be right in his general 
notion of thiS paifage, he is certamly deceived in his inter­
pretatIOn of tanquam Ulyffes, cognsfCes tuorum nemzncm, with 
which the letter concludes. For he takes the verb cognofclJ 
in its ufllal acceptatlon: by which means he 'llakes Cicero 
mifrake [0 well known a frory as that of the behaVIOur of 
Ulyifes upon his iirft rpturn to Ithaca. However, he is 
perfuaded that thH is .1 defJgned mlfreprefent.1tlOn In hls 
author' and dl[covers J know not what Improvement of 
the humour by thlS H'ry perverJion of the fable. The la­
bours of this penetratmg commentator have call fllch a 
light upon the wrItings of Cicero, that even his errors de­
ferve to he treated with refpect; otherwife one might juftly 
laugh at a notion fo exaCtly m the true fpint of a fanciful 
CritIC, who refines upon hiS own mlilakes. It is a nuf­
take neverthelefs in willch all the fucceedmg commentators 
concur with him, except Mr. Rofs, who has removed the 
whole dIlnl.u!ty of the paifage by explaInmg cogllofco in the 
fenfe of agnofco. ThIS fenfe (m which indeed It is not UP .. 

£1 eq uently ll[t>n) reconciles the allufion to the truth of .he 
faB:. and where a word has feveral figDlJicatlOns, It woulq 
be out of all rule of criticlfm to underHand it in an applI­
cation the Icaft favourable to an author's meaning. It IS 

not always fo eafr, however, to jullify Cicero wIth refpetl: 
to Homer; and he has in one infiance at leaft. been be­
trayed Into an error in quoting that poet. The inftance 
PCCUI S In his Tufculan dlfp\.ltations, where he takes notice 
of that pa/fase in the feventh Ihad In wIDch Ajax is de .. 
fClibed as gomg forth to accept the challel1ge of Heaor. 
rdemus, fays he, progredmztem apud Hornerum, A,;acem multa 
cllm hdarltate cum depugnaturus rJlct cum lic{iore; fIlJUS, ut 
llTma jumpJit, tngreJ!io 'aWlzam attuhf jams, terrol'em autem 
hojid'u r , ut Itfum HetioTem, Ijuemadmodum eft aputi Homerum~ 
toto pectore trementem, pro'lJocajfe ad pugnam pamlfelct. 
'1 u.fc. dift. lV. zz. But Homer by no means reprefcnts 
HeCtor thus totally dlfmayed at the approach of 115 ad. 

tOQ 
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too plUdentJ undoubtedly, to hiy claim to your A.lt:"699. 

noble kindred. FareweJ. I .,-.J 

verfary: and indeed it would have been inconfiitcI't with the 
general charaCler of that Hero to have defcnbed !urn under 
{uch circumftances of terror. 

To. ~. ><~I Ae'Y&loi fU'Y· ''Y~9.o, l/"'ogoAl''I'.~· 
TeAla:, it. -reap.o, omo, v9T~l\v9E 'Ylil~ ilta,." 
",E><Tog'T' Il<V'I'o/ Svp.o, .'. I 'IS.",,,, 'llT&'I'a:""IV. 

Ver.214·· 

'But there is a great difference (as Dr. Cbrke obferves in 
h1 s remarks upon thefe lines) between SvP.Q, '" <"'IG,,,,,,,,, 
I11JCG""aITITEV, and .",g~I'I Ie.. f"~S'''' .Oe ..... u' or T~0l"0, "'''Ot; 

i7r~I\. GE yVI"'. The Trojans, fays Homer, trembled at the 
t:ght of Ajax; and even HeClor himfelf felt fome emotIOn 
in his breaft; or to exprcfs it m the fame fpint of poetry 
wluch dlfungulfhes the origInal, 

'f'hro' e-v\v AI give bra,,! ntw Irm?fport ran: 
All rtl 0)' flood trem6!mg at the Imghty man. 
Ev'n lidlor paus'd, and 'lmth 1leW doubt opprefl, 
felt hIS g1"eat heart JuJPellded J1l hIS "reafl. 

POP)!' 

Perhaps this flip of attention in fo great an authOr may not 
be Improperly pOinted out, as engaging the candouT of the 
f{'ader towards thofe enors of the fame nature, which he 
Wlll too probably meet with in the cDlllfe of thIS attempt. 

LET-
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LET T E R I. 

To CAIUS CURIO'. 

T HO UGH I am forry you thould [ur­

pea: me of negletring you; I will 
acknowledge that I am not fo much con~ 

C'erned at your reproaches for my not writ­
ing, as I am pleafed to find that you are de.,. 

, Curio was a young nob1eman of great parts, {pirit 
~nd cloquem:e 1 but addicted, beyond all modeily or mea~ 

firOUi 

A.U·7°O. 
~ 
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A U 1irous of hearing from me:. Confcious indeed • ,700• 

\oooo,,-.l of not meriting your friendly accufatiou, the 

{urr, to the prevailing luxury and gallantries of a moll: dif~ 
folute age. Afterhavmg diffipatrdh15 fortune by extlava­
g:mt indulgencies. for which no eHate could ftlffice; he fell 
all eafy- prey to corruptIon. Accordingly C.dar paid his 
debts, amounting to almoft 500,000 I. and by that means 
gained him over from the caufe <)f'1fberty, to become one 
of the warmeft and moll: achve of his partiZ2\1s. It is gene­
rally imagined that Virgil glances at hi,n in thofe well. known 
lines, 'Vendu/zt hI( aura patt'lam, &c. though indeed they are 
apphcable to fo many others of his contemporaries, that 
there feems no great reafon to imagine the poet nad Curio 
parttcularly in hi5 viCiw. Lucan mentions him as one whore 
talents would probably hal e been of the highefi: honour and 
benefit to hiS country, if ht hafllived in times of leI., conta. 
gious depravatlon ; 

Haud aitum tallta ci'Vtm tulz! indole Roma~ 
Auf CUI plus leges deceren!, rcaa flquentl. 
P e,.dtta tunc urbt n~cuenJflt flruld, pqj!qua11f 
Ambitus et luxus, et opum metuenda facultas# 
'ltanlvetjo mentem du/ltam torrente (ulcruM • 

.A Joul mere form' d to atd his country's caztfi, 

.Avenge ber mJulls, alld JupPQrt ber lawl, 
RDme nc'Vtr knew: but ah! In t'Vtl hout', 
F ute bade thee I,'Ve 'U,hen ~,rtue was no MOl e ! 
When /arwleji l":fl oj pfYW'r, wrd a'V'rlce dread, 
And banef.tlluxu,y the hmd 0' etJtread. 
,{"hy 'll!av'rmg muld the lorrent zll-wtlhj!Qod, 
Borne, /caree reftJlmg, down Ih' Impetuous flood. 

fIe difiinguifhed him(elf with great bravery. in rupport of 
Crefar's caufe lfl Africa, where Varus commanded on the 
part of the republIc. But after fome fuccefsful engage­
ments, he 10ft his life before the battle of Pharfaha, In an 
aChon againfl: the troops of Juba near Utic~. At the time 
when thiS letter, and the rell: that are addreired to hIm in 
the prefent book, were wntten, he refided in AlIa, where, 
as Manutlus conJeCtures, he '~as employed 1n quality of 
qu.eftor to Caius Uodlus. I'd Paterc, ii. +8. Plut. lIZ 'tnt. 
Ctil!j. ral. Max. lX. 6. .£n. vi. 620. Luc. lV. 814-. LI'U. 
,/1/. 110. 

infi~nCt 
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inftance it' a{forrl~ me that my letters were ac- A.U.100• 

ceptable to you, was a very agreeable proof of ~ 
the continuance of that affection which I have 
already fo frequently experienced. Believe me7 

I have never omitted writing, whenever any 

perf on offered wholf! I imagined likely to con-
vey my letters into your hands: and which of 
your acq uaintanc~~ I will vtnture to aik, is a 
m')re punctual correfpondent than myfelf? In 
return, however, I have [carce received mf)re 
than one or two letters from you fince you lefe 
Rome: and thofe too extremely concife. Thus, 
you fee, I can juftly retort your charge: you 
JTIuft not therefore pafs too fevere a fentenee on 
your part, if you hope to receive a favourable 
one on mlne. But I will dwell no longer on 
this article than to aff"ure you, that fince you are 
difpofed to accept thefe memorials of my frieud-
1hip, I doubt not of acquitting myfelf to your 
full fatisfaCl:ion. 

Tho' I regret extremely the being thus long r. 
deprived of your agreeable company; yet 1. 
cannot but rejoice at an abfence which has con­
tributed [0 much to yo~r honour: as fortune 

irldeed has in all that concerns you, anfwered 

~ " Curio had been moft probably abfent from Rome 
f< about two years: far Caius Cladius, to whom he is fup~ 
.. pafed ta have been qua:fl:or, c.,btamed the government of 
ff AJia an. urb. 698. PIg. Annal." Mr. Rqjs. 

wy 
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A.U.,oo. my warmeft wiIhes. f have orlly to offer 

\00 • -.J you one iliort piece of advice: and I offer it 
in compliance with the fincere diCtates of that 

ftngular affetl:ion I bear you. Let me earneftly 

then intreat YOtl, to come well-prepared at 

your return to act up to thofe great ideas which 

the world has, with fa much reafon, conceived 
of your (pirit and talents. And as nothing 

can ever wear out the deep impreffions your 

good offices have ftamped upon my mind J; fo 

I hope you will not forget, on your fide, that 

you could not have attained thofe honollrs or 

advantages that attend you, if you had not in 

the earlier part of your life complied with my 
faithful and affeCtionate admonitions "'". Have 
I flot rearon then to expetl: in return, that 

as the weight of old age now begins to bend 

me down s, you will fuffer me to repofe my 

J Curio affifted him in his contell with Clodiu~. 

4 Curio, when he wa.s a very young man, had entered 
into a commerce of the moft criminal and deteftable kmd 
with Antony. Hi~ father, in ord",r to break off thIS in­
fa.mous intercourle, was obligeq to caU Ul CIcero to his 
afliftance ; who by his prudent and fncndly ad VIce weaned 
the fon from a paflion not Iefs expenfive. It f.:emo, than it 
was execrable; and by thls means (as Cicero reproaehes 
Antony in one of hlS Phlbppics) he faved an 1I1uftriou3 
famIly from utter ruin. Plut. In 'VII. Anton. Cu. Plut. U. 
J8. 

I Cicero was at this time in the 51th year Gf his age. 
J!mIIiI. 

declining 
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declining years upon your youth and friendlhip? A.U. 700. 

Farewel. '"" • oj 

LET T E R II. 

To TREBATIUS. 

I F you were not already in the number of our 
abfentees, undoubtedly you would be tempted 

to leave us at this juncture: for what bufinefs 
can a lawyer expect: in Rome, during this long 
and general fufpenfion of all juridical proceed­
ings 6! Accordingly, I advife my friends who 
have any actions commenced againft them, to 
petition each fucceffive interrex 7 for a double 
enlargement of the ufua! time for putting in 
their pleas: and is not this a proof how wonder­
fully 1 have profited by your [age inftructions 

6 The feuds in the repuhlic were raifed to fo great a 
height towards the latter end of the precedmg lear and 
the begmning of the prefent, that the office 0 the late 
confuls had expired feveral months, before new one~ could 
be eleB:ed. In exigencIes of thIs kmd the conilnutlOn had 
provided a magiftrate called an Imerrtx, to "hom the confu­
lar power was provifionally delegated. But public hufinefs, 
however, was at a lland, and the courts of Judicature in 
particular were fuut up, during thIS interregnum: a cir­
cumftance from waich Cicero takes occafion to enter into 
his uCual vein of pleaCantry with TrebatlUs, and to railly 
him in perpetual allufions to hiS profeffion. D,o, xl. 

7 This office of Interrex contlnued only five days: at the 
expiration of which, if confuls were not chofen, a new in­
terrex was appointed for the fame iliort period. And in this 
manner the Cucceffioo ofthefe occalional maglltrate~ was car­
ried on. till the elecuons were cetermined. 

In 



t22 TH E; LET T E R S Bool{ li1~ 

A.U.7eo• in the law 8? But tell me, my frienel, finee youI' 
'""'..-...J ]etters, I obferve, have lately run in a more 

enlivened (hain than ufual, what is it that hag 

elevated you into fo gay a humour? This air at 
pleafantry I like well; it looks a3 if the world 
went fuccefsfully wIth you: and I am all im­
patience to know what it is that has thus raifed 
your fpirits. You inform me indeed, that Cre­
far does you the honour to advife with you. For 
my own part, however, I had rather hear that 
he conjulted your interel1, than your judgment. 
But fcriollOy; if the former is really the cafe, or 
there is any probability of its }'roving }o, let 

me intreat you to continut in your Fefent 
fittlation, and patiently fubmit to the inconve­
lliences of a mJ!ltary life: as on my part, I 
fhall [uppart myfelf under your abfence with [he 
hopes of its tlIrn;ng to your advantage. But 
if all exptEtations of this kind are at an end; 
let U!. fee you as foon as pollible: and perhaps 
fome method may be found here, of implOving 

• The minute forms of law-proceedings among the Ro-" 
mlns are not fuffiCH.'ntly known, to diftingulfh precifely the 
exaCt pomt on which Cicero'~ humour in this paffage turns: 
and accordmgly the explan:Hions which the commentators 
ha~c ofFered are by no means fatisfaCtory. It would be 
foreign to the purpofe of thefe remarks, to lay before the 
reader their feveral conjeCtures: it will be fuflicient m gene­
ral to obferve, that there \\-as fome notorious lmpropnety 10 

the advice which Cicero here reprrfents himfelf as haVIng 
gl'vell to hIS fTiends, and in whic;h the whole forc;e of flU 
pleafantry confifts. 

your 
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your fortunes. If not, we fhall at leaft have A.u.700. 

the fatisfaCtion of enjoying each other's com-~ 
pany: and one hour's converfation together is 
of more value to us, my friend, than the whole 
city of Samarobriva 9. Befides, if you return 
foon, the difappointment you have fuffered may 
pars un~marked: whereas a longer purfuit to 
no purpofe, would. be fo ridiculous a circum-
fiance, that I am terribly afraid it would {caree 
efcape the drollery of thofe very arch fellows I 

9 A city in Belgic Gaul; and probably the place whereill 
Trebatius had his prefent quarters. 

I Laberius was a Roman Knight. who diftinguifhed 
himfelf by his comic hUUlo'lr: and he had written feveral 
farces whIch were acted with great applaufe. He was 
prevailed upon by Crefar to take a part himfelf in one of 
his own performances: and the prologue which he (poke 
upon that occafion is frill extant. The whole compofitIon 
is extremely iplrited, and affords a very advantageous fpe­
cimen of his ~enius : but there is fomethmg fo peculiarly 
juft and beauuful in the thought of the concluding lines, 
that the reader, perhaps, will not resret the being carried 
out of his way in order to obferve 1t. Laberius was 60 
year; of age, when in complaifance to Crefar he thus made 
hI. ficll entrance upon the ftage: and in allufion to a cir­
cumftance fo little favourable to his appearl11t; with fuccef.1 

Jte tells the audience. 
U, bcJcra fir pens 'lJzn:s arosreas neea!; 
Ita me 'lJetujla; amplexu annorum enlCat.-
Sepulchn jimtlu, nzh:l n Iii nomen retmeo! 

WhIle rOllnd the oak the jra11t!fulzvyl:wz'1It1, 
Roh/;'ti of zts Jlrength the Japleft trrc decltnel. 
'Thus en'lJI0Ui age, ad'flattc'd 'With flea/lilt pact. 
Cia}); my chzli'd limbs, and lalls <wuh coid ".brllct. 
Ldce empty monuments to htroes fame. 
Of ail I 'Was retanzutl hut thr name ! 

MIl,ro", Salurn. ii. 7' 

Laberiui 
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A.U.700. Laberius and my companion Valerius:. And 
""""* • ...J what a burlefque charaCter would a. Britifh law­

yer furnilh out for the Roman ftage! Y all may 

fmile perhaps at this notion: but t~o' I mention 

it in my ufual ftylc of pleafantry, let me tell you 

it is no jefl:ing matter. In good earneft; if 
there is any profpeCl: that my recommendations 

will avail in obtainIng the hpnours you deferve; 

I cannot but exhort you, ill all the fincerity of 

the warmeft fnend1hip, to make yourfelf eafy 

under this abfence, as a means of increafing both 

your fortunes and yO'Jr fame: if not, I would 

firongly advife your return. I have no doubt) 

however, that your own merit in conjun.:lion 

with my mofi: zealous fervices, will procure you 

every advantage you can rcafonably deilre. 

FareweI. 

$ This Valerius is fuppofed by fame of the comments. 
tOf\ to be ~mtus V.l.1erius Catullu" a celebrated poet, who, 
as appears by hIS works which are fhi! e:Hant, was patrolllzed 
by Cicero. But the opmion of M.l.nutlus IS much more 
probable. that the perfon here meant is the fame to whom 
the 13th letter of the nrft book in trus coIJechon IS addreffed: 
and who i~ hkewife mentioned in the follOWing epiftle. 
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LET T E R III. 

To ApPIUS PULCHER. '. 

"[ F the genius of R.ome were himfelf to give ~.TJ.1~Oi 
~~n account of the commonwealth, you -y iIII 

could not bel\{I1ore fully apprifed of public af-rairs, than by ttf information you will receive 
from Phanias: ~, let me tell you, nat 
only ofton[ummatei~olitics, but of infinite cu-
riolity. I refer you therefore to him, as to the 
lhorteft and fafeft means of being acquainted 
with our fituauon. I might truft him likewife 
with alfuring you at the fame time of the'frietidly 
difpofition of my heart t6wards you: but That 
is an office which I muft claim the privilege of 
executing with my own hand. Be perfuaded 
then, that I think of you with the higheft af-
fection t as indeed ydu have a full right to 

t Appius CIodius Pulcher had been con{ul the preced­
ing year, and was at thIS time governor of Cihcia. The 
particular traits Qf hIS charaCter will be occafionally marked 
out in the obfervations on the feveral letters addreifed 
to him in this, and the fubfequent books. In the mean 
lime it may be fufficient to obferve, that Cicero very zea­
louny cultivated his friendfuip. n&t from any real opinion 
of his merit. but as one whore powerful alliances rendered 
him too confiderable to be defplfed as an el~my. For oue 
of Appius's daughten was married to p'ompey's fan. and 
the 0t.!!-er to 'BrutIlS. SII lye of C", ii. ZOt. 8'11" etl. Ep. 
Fam.ll. Il. 

VOL. I. Q.. thefe 
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A,V'700• there fentiments, not only from the many gene­
~ rous and amiable qualities at YOHr mind, but 

from that grateful fenfibIlity with which, a'i I 
am informed both by Y9ur own letters and the 
general account of others, 'YOu r("ceive my beft 
fervices. I iliall endeavour therefore, bv :tiy 
future good offices, to compenCltf' for that long 
intermifiion which unhappily~futpended our for .. 
mer intercoUlfe 4. And fipr(J you feem willing 
to renew our amicable' COl: 'merce; I c.!oubc not 
of engaging in it V'i nh the general approbation 
of the world 5. 

Your freedman Cilix, was very little known 
to me before he delivered your obliging letter 
into my hands: the friendly purport of v-hid. 

4 Appius was brother to Cicero's declared enemy. the 
turbulent ClodlUS, \\ Inch occafioned that mterruptlOn of 
thm fnend.lllip to which he here alludes. It appears by • 
pafiagc In the eratlOn for MIlo, that clodius In the abfen('e 
of hlS brother had forcibly taken polfeffion of an eftate 
belonging to Applus: and the lIldlgnatlOn whIch thl' 
pIece of m]ulhce muil: neceifanly ralfe m the latter, ren­
dered him, it is probable, 10 much the more dIfpofed to a 
re-union with CIcero. Orat. 1"0 1I1d. 27. 

; The whole palfage in the original, Hands thus: Jd9'1c 
111f, qUDnIMII lu Ita 'VIS, I'UtD nOll t11"I.Jlta Mmerll.JQ faEiur'ZlllJ • 
.. quam qUldem cgC', fi forte de tui, fumpfero, non {olum 
cr PalladJ, fed etl<lm Appi;J4a nommabo." The former 
part of tlm fcntem:e is tlanilated agrc:"lIbJy to the inter­
pretat,Gn of the learned Gronovius: but the latter i. 
wholly omitted. For notwithftanding all the pains of the 
commlntators !Ill e"plam 1t~ dIfficulties, It IS utterly un­
intelligible: at lean, I do not {cruple to confefs, it is fa 
to me. 

x he 
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he confirmed with great politenefs. The ac- A.U·700• 
~ 

count indeed he gave me of your fentiments, as 
well as of the frequent and ftvourable mention 
~u are pleated to make of my name, were cir ... 
nimftances which 1 heard with much p1eafure. 
~ortl during our two days converfation to .... 

gether, hI! ~tirely won my heart: not to the 
exclufion ho v , of myoId friend Phanias; 
whofe return I,. atiently expect. I imagine 

you will fpeedily or er im back to Rome: and 
I hope you will not difinifs him without fending 
me at the fame time your full and unreferved 
commands. 

I very ftrongly recommend to your patronage 
Valerius the lawyer (;; even tho' you fhould dif­
cover that he has but a Gender claim to that 
appellatIon. I mention this, as being more 
cautious in obviating the flaws in hi~ tellp, than 
he ufual1y is in guarding againft thofe of his 
clIents. But ferioufly, I have a great affection 
for the man: as indeed he is my particular 
friend and companion. I muft do him the 
juftice to fay, t1lat he is extremely fenlible of 
the favours you have already conferred upon 
him. N everthelefs he is defirous of my recom­
mendation, as he is perfuaded it will have much 

t See p. 212. of this vol. 

weight 
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,A.U.f,oo. weight with you, I intreat you to convince him 
, -.- • that he is not miftaken. Farewe1. 

LET T E R IV. 

To CAIUS MEMMIU,s 7, 

Yault tenant Caius E~'r'aer7 is a perron 
with whom I am Y', /' intimate: as his 

patron Marcus lEmilius i~'~n the number of my 
moft particular friends. 1 intreat your perm if­
fion therefore, that he may continue forne time 
longer in your haufe, if it be not inconvenient 
to you: for as he has a great deal of work upon 
his hands, he cannot remove fo foon as the firft 
of July, without being extremely hurried. I 
1'hould be afhamed to ufe many words in folicit .. 
ing a favoUr of this nattlre at your hands: arid 
I am perfuaded that, if it is not very much to 
your prejudice, YOll will be as well inclined to 
grant me this requeft, as I fhould be to comply 
with any of yours. I will only add therefore, 
that your indulgence will greatly oblige me~ 
Farewe1. 

7 See an account of him in remark 5. on the 27th ltteer 
wtlW book. p. as" 

LET ... 
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LET T E R V. 

To TREBATIUS. 

I4Y~ndering at the long intermiffion of ~.'!!:. 700; 

your lett~s, when my friend Panfa account- ---T .'t' . 
ed for your lOl,lr ce, by affuring me that you 
were turned a"o, icurean. Glorious effect 
in?eed of call1p-c verfation! But if a me­
tamorphofis fo extraordinary has been wrought 
in you amicift the martial air of Samarobriva, 
what would have been the confequence had I 
fent you to the fofter regions of Tarentum 8 ! 
I have been in fame pain for your principles, I 
confers, ever {ince your intimacy with my friend 
Seius. But how will you reconcile your tenets 
to your profeffion, and act for the intpreft of 
your client, now that you have adopted the 
maxim of doing nothing but for your own? 
With what grace can you infert the ufual claufe 
in your deeds of agreement: 'l'be parties to tbeft 
prejents as becomes good men and true, &e.? For 
peither truth) nQr truft can there be in thof~, who 

• T.u-entum was a city in ItatY dHli'lguilbed for the fofr­
pefs and luxury of its inhabitants. c,,'ographers -inform 
us that the greateft p:;.rt of their year was confumed in the 
celebration of ftated l"ellivals. rid. Dimon. mnmmJ. Tn Clu'-
'1J1!1 II 6cograph., ' , 

pro-
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A.U. 7r;>O' profeffedly govern therr::fclves upon motives of 
~ abfolme [elfifhnefs r I am in [orne pain like­

wife, how you will fettle the law concerning 

the partition of " rights in common:" as th.P;; 
can be nothing in common between tho[e,'\v!:p 

make theif own private gratifi2a ~:,~. '~:.~ lole 
criterion of right and wrona-, . Jr can you 
think it proper to adminift~ \ m oath, while 
you maintain that J l1pit('~ ~-' ~lfl..~pable of all re­

fentment? In a word~ whJ~' wlll become of the 

good people of Ulubra: 9 who have placed them­
[elves under your proteehon, if you hole.! the 
maxim of your feCt, that (( a wife man ought 

" not to engage 11lmfdf in public affaIrs?" In 
good earneft I fhall be extremely forry, If it is 
true that you have really deferted us. But if 
your converfion is nothing more than a conve­

nient compliment to the opinions of Panfa, I 
will forgive your diffimulatioll, provIded you 
let me know foon -how your affairs go on, and 

in what manner I can be of any fervice in them. 

Farewel; 

9 rr Cicero Jocofely fpeaks of this people, as if they be-
e. longed to the moil: CQnflderable town In Italy; whereas 
e, It was fo mean and contemptible a place, that Horace • 
.. in order to fhew the "}JeWer of contentment. fays, that 
II a perf on polfeffed of that excellent temper of mmd. may 
.f be happy even at Ulubra: ; 

" Eft Ulubris, a1llmus Ii Ie mill dtjiClt a',/lII1J." 

Mr. Rofi. 

LET. 
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LET T E R VI. 

To C A IU S C TJ R r 0, 

"~l ,.J 

.r"\\U R friendillip, It trull, neec1~ not any AU. 7QP. 

\.J.I.-"'!?-~evidence to confirm its fincerity, '--v-J 

than what ari~ from the teibmony of our own 
hearts. I can~~ however, but confider the 
death of your h.~jOIJS Father, as depnvmg 
me of a mofl: vene"ble witnef!> ·to that fing'llar 
affecbon I bear you '. I regret that he had not 
the fatisfd.El:ion of taking a lail: farewd of you, 
before he elored his eyes: it was the only cir. 
cumfrance wanting to render him as much fupe. 
rior to the refl: of the world in his domeftic 
happinef<;, as in his public fame " 

I fincerely willi you the happy enjoyment of 
your efhte: and be afTured, you will find in 
me a friend who loves and values you with the 
fame tendernefs as your father himfelf conceiveq 
for you. Farewel. 

J See remark 4th on the lira letter of th,is book~ 
~ He was conful in the year of Rome 676, when he acted 

with grl!at fplr\t in oppofitton to the attempts of Siciniu5 
for reftormg the tnbumtial power, which had been much 
abridged by Sylla. In the fo!lowl-..year he went governor 
into Macedoma, and by hiS mlhtal"'/ c<md'Jet in that province 
obta:ned the honour of a tf\lmph. He dl1lingui1hed him. 
felf among the friends of Ci:ero when he was attack td by 
~lodius. Fremjhc1f1./i,p;lem.:n Lj,u. xci. ciu. 

Q.4 
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LET T E R VU. 

To TR.EBATIVS. 

A.U·7OO• CA N you feriouny fuppofe mrr'~~ 1Jo:("a .. 
• .,.,I "fc h ~ fonable as to be angry, becJ,1 e I taught 

you difcovered too inconftan~ t difpofition in 
your impatience to lea~e J;'(' .. ,: And can you 

pombly believe it was for t~\t reafon I have thus 
long omitted writing? The truth is, I was only 
concerned at the uneafinefs which teemed to 
have overcafr your mind: and 1 forbore to 

I 

write, upon no other account but as being en-
tirely ignorant where to direct my letters. 1 
f.JPpofe however that this is a plea which your 
lofcinefs will [carce condefcend to admit. But 
tell me then, is it the weight of your purfe, 
or the honour of being the counfellor of C~far, 
that moft: difpofes you to be thus infufferably 

arrogant? Let me peritb if I do not believe 
that thy vanity is fo immoderate, as to chooCe 

rather to lhare in his councils than his coffers. 
But tbould he admit you into a participation, 
of both, you will undoubkdly fwell into {ueh 
intolerable airs, thi'Fno mortal will be able to 

endure you: or none at leaft except myfel; 
who am philofopher enough, you know, to 

enduro 
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endure any thing.-But I was going to ttll you, A.U.700 

that as I regretted tAe uneafinefs. you formerly: '-=v-:; 

expreffed j fa I rejoice to hear, that you are 
u.!!'ter reconciled to your fituation. My only 
'('''ar I:., that your wonderful fkill in the law 
wilr'l~.t&~~il you in your prerent quarters; 
for I am told '1l-l1at the people you have to deal 
with, 

Rejf the jlrcngt15u]'1Tn "T cauJe on the force of 
their might, P 

And the Jword IS Jupreme arbitrator of right f. 

As I know you do not choofe to be concerned 
in forcible entries, and are much too peaceably 
difpofed to be fond of making alfaults. let me 
leave a piece of advice with my lawyer, and by 
all means recommend it to you to a void the 
Treviri "': for I near they are moil: formidable 
fellows. I willi (rom my heart, they were as 
harmlefs as their name-fakes round the edges of 
our coin s.-But I muil: referve the reft of my 

• Enruus. 
'" The Treviri were a mof1: warlike people, bordering 

on Germany. They were defeated abQut thlS time by La­
blenus. one of Ca:far's heutenaN~ U1 Gaul. Car/at. Bel. 
Gal. Ylii. 

5 The public coin was under the infp<;cuon of three of.., 
fleers called 'Trwzrt mOlpltails: and feveral p:eces of money 
are rull extant In the ul>in<!t& of the curious. im(eribed with 
the na.mes of there maguhates. r,d. Petl-' 8",,6i el'jI. a/uti 
Natrut. 

jokes 



234 THE LET T E R S BooK. lII~ 

A.U·7OO• jokes to another opportunity! in the mean 
"..-y bu' time, let me defire you would fend me a full 

account of whatever is going fOl"Wan! in you(' 

province. Farewel. 

March the 4th. 

LET T E R VIIr. 

To CORNI't CIUS a. 

YOU R letter was extremely agreeable to 
me In all ref peas, except that 1 wa5 forry 

to find by it, you had flighted my 10Jge at 
Sinnueffa. I {hall not excu[e the affront you 
have thus paffed upon my little hovel, unkfs 
you give me double fatisfaCtion by making ufe 
both of my Cuman and Pompeian vIllas. Le:: 

me intreat you then to do fo : and to preferve me 
llkewife in your affeCtion. I hope you will 
provoke me to enter into a literary conceit with 
you) by fome of your writings; as I find it 
much eafier to anfwer a challenge of this kind, 
than to fend one. However, If you ihould per­
revere in your ufual indolence, I fhan venture 
to lead the way myfelf; in order to £hew YOUI 

that your idlenefs has not infected me. 

~ S~e an account of him, vol. iii. p. 61. rem. 6. 

I fteal 
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I fieal a moment to write this whilft I am in 
the fenate: but you thall have a longer let­
ter from me when J {ball be lees engaged. 
r'JFwel. 

L j:i"' T T E R IX. 

1\ ' Tc.. JTREBATIUS. 

I Am giving you an Mltance that thofe who love 
are not eafily to be pleafed, when I alfure you, 

that tho' I was very much concerned when you 
told me that you continued in Gaul with reluCl:-
4nce, yet I am no lefs mortified QOW your letter 
informs me, that you like your fituation ex .. 
tremdy wdl. To fay the truth, as 1 regrette~ 
you fhould not approve a fcheme, whlch you 
purfued upon my recommendation j fo I can 111 
bear That any place thould be agreeable to you 
where I am not. Neverthelefs, I had much 
rather endure the uneafinefs of your abfence. 
than fuffer you to forego the advantages with 
which, I hope, It will be atte~aed. It is im­
pomble therefore to exprtf'i how much I rejoice 
in your having made a friendfhip with a man of 
fo improved an underfrandmg and [0 amiable a 
difpoIition as MatlUs: whore efteem,' I hope, 
you will endeavour to culrivate by every means 

In 

235 
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A.U. 700. in your power. For, believe me, you cannot 
~ bring home a mQre valuable acqUlfitlOn. Fare. 

weI. 

LET T E R X. 

To C A IUS CUR! C" 

Y OU muO: not impute ~t tr ail y negleB: in 
Rupa, that he has n'- executed your 

commiffion; as he om;~L'- l It merely in compli­
ance with the opinion of myfelf and :-he reft of 
your friends. We thought it molt prudent 
that no fieps 1hould be taken during your 
abfence, which might preclude you from a 
change of meafures after your return: and 
therefore that it would be beft he ilioulJ not 
figmfy your intent~ons of entertalnIng the peo­
ple with pubhc games 6, I may perhaps in 
iome future letter give you my reafons at large 
aga.inft your executIng that defign : or rather, 
that YO\l may no~ come prepared to anfwer my 

/ 

II Curio's pretence for exhibiting thefe games. was to pay 
an honour to the memory of hl~ father, late I) deceafed' 
but his prinCIpal motive was to mgratiate hlmfelf with the 
people, who ",ere pailionately attached to e[ltcrtainments 
of thIS kmd. As CIcero well knew the ptofu.lion of Cu­
no's temper, and that the [cheme he was mfwtatlng could 
not be executed without great ell;pence; he aCled a very 
judicIous and honelt part, In labounng tQ turn him afide 
ti-om " project that would contribute to embarrafs hIS finan­
ces, and moil probably therefore impair the found.:Ltions of 
111~ integrity. 

t objections, 
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objeEtions, I believe it will be the wireR: way to A.U. '1db.. 
referve them till we meet. If I fhould not Wnw ..., 
bring you over to my fentiments, I lhall have 
t:~e fatisfaEtion, at leaft, of difrharging thl" part 
1f a [\..lend: and 1hould it happen, (which 1 
hop~ hO~2.'fr it will not) that you Ihould here-
after ha ve oc~fion to repent of your fcheme ; 
you may then l' member that I endeavoured to 
di1Tuade you fi6in it. But this much I will 
now fay, that thofe ,advantages whICh Fortune 
in conjunEtion with your own indull:ry and na-
tural endowments, have put into your polfef-
fion, fupply a far furer method of opening your 
way to the highetl: dignities, than any oftenta-
tious difplay of the' ~moft fplendid fpeEtacles. 
The truth of it is, exhibitions of this kind, as 
they are inftanlcs of wealth only, not of merit, 
are by no means confidered as refiettine any ho-
nour on the authors of them: not to mention, 
that the public is quite fatiated with their fre-
quent returns.-But I am fallen unawares into 
what I defigned to have avoided, anu point-
ing out my ~articular reafons againft your 
fcheme. I will wave all farther difcuffion there-
(are of this matter till we meet j and in the 
mean time inform you,.. that the world en-
tertains the higheft opinion of your virtues. 

Wha.t-


