&UM .the dunﬁcr of her with
~ whom they are connefted. Perbaps too,
@ lite vanity in the bufband helps our
* his good-nature ; he fecretly rewards him-
felf for his facrifice by the conlcioufnels of
his fuperiority; he feels a felf-complacency
_in. his patient. condelcenfion to her weak-
nefs, which tacitly ﬂamhsm&rqg:hs
and hedis, as it were, paid for flooping, by
. the increafed fenfe of his owa tallvefs,
Beeing, alfo, perhaps, but little of other
" women, ‘he gets to believe that they are
all pretty much alike, and that; ‘a5 a man
* of fenfe; he mift content  himfelf with
what he takes to be the common -lot.
 Whereas, in truthy, by his- mifplaced in,
dulgence, he has zather made his owa ot
than drasom it 3 and thus, throngh an in.
dolent defpair in the hufband of being able
to offelt any improvcment by -oppofition,
. #nd, theough. the want of that Gund affec.

.xainth:hhhun w:mdt::
v



 aad that the, raoft abfolute female tyrann
gdbb bnhnf-ﬁck%rndmvfp:
&

., Lhe ,pgm agnu. who. 10 da Qu
W.mdwnmdymknda
',hmd when atly mifchicf is 10 be done,
have contributed their full fhare towards
confirming thefe feminine follies: they
have firengthened by adulstory maxims,
fung in [feducing Rrains, thofe fauls
which their talents and their jnfluence
fhould have been employed in correéling.
By fair and youthful females an argument,
drawn from found experience and real
lifey: is commonly repelied by a flanza ;
 and a couplet is confidered as nearly of
© the fame validity with a text. When
" Fipe by defed 10d deicately weak |
: fawawormmwmu
e o o them,
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thems 4o awkich vaity will - gladly refég
and mwhﬂh Aoftefs and M“ :
e 2 W site
W idti Yy ot
~+When ladics are told: by rthe ' fatne
mifleading, ‘but-to themr high,’ amh\&mf
that * fimiles and téars are the rrefifti
“aniy .r::h ‘which Niiture -ﬁa*r?mu?ﬁmd
' the for’ g 'the™ o
wihey st exgerly &hq; to mﬂmp
ready" artillery, mffeid' "t
m m‘enfclvca With 2 f'a'forﬁglq 3 ' ,‘
an ‘lﬁblc tcmper 'ancf a mc:l'. a.nd %g.‘m

et
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alfobaving heard much, .as was obferved
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oW EENSIRILITY. 1y
‘before, about their “ amiable-wesknefs,”
Jearn 1o Jook hbu‘“' for the beft
fuecedanewm o ftrengeh; - the fuppoled
‘abfence of which ﬂym ‘endea-
vour to fupply by artifice. - By-thbﬂhe
the weakelt woman frequently fumithes
the converfe ‘to the famous veply’ of -the
French minifter,, who, when ‘He was ae-
culed of governing the mind of that feeble
Queen Mary de Medicis by forcery,
replicd, “that the only forcery he had
“ ufed, was that influence which ftrong
“ minds mlly have over weak ones.”
Bat though it be fair fo ‘to ftudy the
tempers, defedts, and weaknefles of others,
as to convert our knowledge of chem
to the promotion of their benefit and our
own; and though it be making a lawful
ufe of our penetration to avail ourfelves
of the faults of others for “ their good to
« edification ;" yet all deviations from
the ftraight line of truth and fimplicity §
every plot infidioufly 1o turn influence 1o
unfait account ; all contrivances to extort
Ly W i -m-a.



‘v!” ’ﬁ.’m

*fromr bried: compliifince what ‘sesfon
“vand jullics would vefufe fo.dur wifhes ;
“thefe are fome of the opmthw‘el"’ﬂut
 Jowelt and moft defpicable engine, felfith
~ .conning, hg which: dirtle WWM:
'w“m_.,:..: 3
- +And. unluckily,  women ! !'mm thur
-.utqrd defize to pleafe, and-from. their
Aometimes -doubting by what, means this
‘nnd‘end miy*b& beft M,smﬁl
e danger of being led: imo'ﬂ;ﬁmqh-
sion ‘than men; for dillimulagon: is
l!!‘ullofmtkne&s it uthereﬁlgeafﬂeuh
and diftroft, vither than of confeious
Micagib, the dangers of which lic snother
" way. ' Fragkdels, troth, and fmplicity,
“therefore, as thicy afe inexprefiibly charm.
iy, fo are theypeculiarly commendablein
“ wonten, and nobly evince that while the
- poffeilors-of them wifh-to ploalé, (and why
< dbould they-not wilhiit?) ‘they difdain to
- pave recourfe to day thing butwhat s fair,
and juft, and hoseurable to effeét it 5-that
duy{oom ‘toartainthe mpkt defired end
by



the:.rclnn&c and I.Ee&hg
ftudied naiveré. 1t’ ;’mﬁh ﬁﬂ
- guamityof ert fome people put in
mt:n fe woek’ m
i fov nq
- plicity, mmmM
I the moft milchievous, becayfe. the molk
engaging of all the Proicys iprms which
difumulation can put on. . For- the.mpeft
free and bald fentiments haye: boen fomes
times hazarded with fatal fuccels under thia
mm,{hbudqd
as the moft refined and fuccefsful accom-
. paniment of fentiments, ideas, and defigns,
'---—'H-'-ufq-t,utmtﬂt =
LS frdpdlive ot o1 5 enmrad pids oot wade
L TPy .
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B IR mmhfxﬂ $

- ' ot r,.m.lu. TOT Zofite ot
%Mhﬂ ﬁrnu:i:m1brb#.r qﬁ
gD ws -fﬂﬁlﬁab’c!fe,. .y
adgd gUiBEEC WY B 13 ¥
s the interefts ofmw
mmﬁmmhw
fogial pleafure, maternal duty, and " conju.
gal comfort, mever ana*bw
us when Fathion iffucd out-thar arbitrary
and univerfal decree, that cvery body muft be
 aoquainted- with every body ; “togedier with
that.confequent, aathoritative, but rather

3

wwlh ﬂwiay &iﬁg“ﬂ‘
for s the irle of acquait-




m,w
grows cold and hard. The |

kindnefs diminifh jn proportion as the ex«
preflion of it becomes more diffufe and h}_
difcriminate: The very traces of “ fimipli-
“ city and_godly fincerity,” in a delicate
female, wear away imperceptibly by
Bant collifion, with the world -
And . perhaps mo woman takes fo lirele!
intereft inthe happincis of her real friends, |
as fhe whofe afiections are inceffantlyievas
porating in wniverfal civilitics 3 da fhe who' -
is faying fond and flauering things at rans:
dom to a, circle of five hundred people
every mights ., gt v Hvia
The decline and ;an of animated. and
uﬂm&iv;mfaﬁon has been in a good -
meafure ::Ee&u:l b} this, harba:g;sm




17 on orssieATioN AND THE

‘mi beupe&cd'm%tﬁ
meral difcourfe ; but that n!d‘”

edge, and tafte, and wit, and eﬂmﬁion,

feemed to be fcarcely confidered as necef-
ry materials to be brought mzhepica-

rable commerce of the world ; becaufe
'thmwhﬂladmnﬂ%hgﬁn

#0 much account ;. and therefore e who
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Paul exhorted * married women to
"kqmcbaq"ﬂxﬁdncqﬂ
arrive wheg that wery phrafe
Wwdcﬁgmm of the
decided afts of diffipation? Could it be
forefeen that when a fine lady fhould fend
uiinim{htoﬁﬂbndgh’ﬂ
WWMMM




Wmm?s&&“ﬂn
report that one perfon would be found in
her own houfe fhould operate with fuch
m*ﬁmﬁroeummpt;ﬂwwﬂf
all her friends? g 0kt
"My country readers, wbmqf’lbqﬁu
_ tohave it explained that thefe two magne-
ti¢ words at home, now pofiefs the pawer«
ful influence oftlumﬁg togethér every
thiing fine within the fphere of their attrac-
tio; may need alfo to be apprized, that
m:&uwudsmndaﬂudwharwp'
Jaid by the company, but whether the
arowd was prodigious, the rule for de-
ciding on the merit of a fafhionable fociety
\ MWWWW*MR y
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uﬁf

g
the fame trimph Mhmﬁhﬁ'
crrier of fuperior numbers, in the one
- cale a8 in the other, ‘The feale of enjoys
mhnﬂw&mﬂmd

and the quantity of inconvenience

the flandard of gratification : dleﬁd-
nefs of the dimenfions to which each per-
fon is limited on account of the multhe
tudes which muft divide among them a
certain given fpace, adds to the fum total .
of general delight ; the aggregate of pleas -
fure is produced by the proportion of ine '
dividuat fuffering; and not till every gueft
feels herfelf in rhe ftate of a cat in an ex-
haufted receiver, does the delighted hoftefs
aﬁ'&mwﬁsw

uﬂ'#ﬂ “throw all her compy
at a diffracefol difance; et
VOL. Il L An _



446 OF DISHIPATION; AND THE
'+ An eminent divine has faid, that ¢ per.
# feverance in-prayer .will - eithes. make
«.aman leave off finning, or a continu-
“ ance in fin. will make him. leave.of
% prayer.”” . This remark may be accom-
‘modated to thofe ladies who, while they are
devoted 1o the epjoyments of the world,
yeu retain. confiderable folicitude for the
e R
they are really in carneft to give them a
Chriftian education, they mult chemielves
“renounce a diffipated life, . Or if they
tpfo}.vetopuxfuulhochuofplea{ure,
Mm&mouncgthuppmduty Con-
traries cannot umite, - The moral nurture
of & tall daughter can no more be ad-
;‘, fered by a mother whofe time is
t bymwdsabmd,tb;nthqﬁmﬁ-

|||||
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MODERN HAMITS"OF LIFE. 14y
sty 69 il lintinvorhé mureiy
mallife, allows her to defert her poft when
the mote important moral and intelledtual
cravings require fuftenance ?  This great
objelt is not to be effected with the fhreds
and parings rounded off' from: the cirele of
a diffipated life ; but in order to’its ade-
quate execution, the mother thould carry
it on with the fame fpirit and perfeverance
at home, which the father thinks it necel~
fary to be exerting abroad in’ his public
duty or profdﬁml”mmm QA
The vfual vindication (and in theory
it has a plavfible found) which has been
offered for the Targe portion of time fpent
by women in acquiring ornamental talents
is, that they are calculated to make the
poffefior love home, and that they i
nocently fill up the hours ol',lqﬁue. ﬂn
pln ha indeed fo promifing an :




intg home or ftaying quietly there?. or that
when there; they are fedulous in: turne
ings time to the bet account? I fpeak not
of ‘that rational and refpeitable clafs of
women, who, applying (as many of them
do) thefe elegant talents to their true par-
pofe; employ them to fill up the vacancies
of better occupations; and to embellifh the
leifure of a life adtively good. But do
we gemerally fee that even the moft valus
able and fober part of the reigning fervale

leads their poffeflor to fcenes
moft fuwunl:leto thaen;oyuent of them?
to fcenes which we naturally fup-
‘ﬁl:a would fuk. order to the more
Qﬁul cnhivm of fuch rational plea-

fupes?
_ \Mwuu&o&wpuﬁn
and drawing, for inftance, feem
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; Jvt'rm That affecting ‘pmeet
' by fo gracious a promife,  Never
‘away thy face fram any poor span,




lefs leifure. nqi.n.[_'lgmt 3 vl
et M?m
td:minum of the g

which, though they d
ant in themfelves, ya ﬂeﬁ



0y ‘fhall not lufq
ﬁﬂ%ﬂ‘h “ah thcu',_
"”ww‘ﬁ\époor" w!thout
trae principle of charity, fhall profit them
nothing ; would not this habit, T fay, and
 the.inculeation :of the fpiric which pro-
 duges ity be -almoft the beft part of the
Mﬂﬂf&whm‘? _
5% 5 i M
'ltnddham_fmmm‘,,
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Pleafure dignifies itfelf

WWdWy? How fhall we
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. Juperinduced a' contemipt or negleft of
~whatever was ufeful.=But it is peculiarly
the charafter of the prefent day o dete®
ﬁﬁ:@;mmmm theo-
 wieshy the fimple and decifive anfwer of
Mﬂhhyﬂmd that this

,gmnd thu is any !cngcr tenable, ﬂur
truly rational are calculated




mmm iﬁj

- Count over the lift of females who have

made Gipwreck of their fame and Virthey
and have furnithed the moft lamentable
examples of the detelition of family dus
ties3 and the number will not be found
confiderable who have been led aftray by
the purfuit of knowledge. And ifa fowdes
plorable inftances of this kind be

it will commonly be found that
mmmmmdﬂﬂ :
mﬁmmmw .
.Mamwm .
“ up.'" - a (1wt g
male vigls i capended by-the gk abifert |
other lamps than thofe which arefed by -
the fudent’s oil; -aifﬁnumuu‘ ,




@lmﬂl not-often find

 that the libraty s the apartment the ex-
penices of which involveshim in debt ondifs
- now.manifells her indifference to her hufs
band by the ‘neglect of her perfon, there
mwmemm who ruin
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delights o fharpen nclination ; and -a*‘_

338 befl prmoted by previofis el densk’
But fo md&”a‘o‘o\;ﬂn&m of falhion
underftand the true nature of pleafire,
dhiat onic amufemént fs allowed to overrake
another without fny interval, d&
recolle®tion of the paft Mpw&
lhc future, Even on their own felfifh




16§ OV DISSIPATION, AND THE
will ot find them among the clafs of fuch
ds are overdone with work, but with plea=
fute. The natoral and healhful fatigues of
bufinefs may be recruited by impleand
cheap gratifications ; ~but a {pirit .worn
down .with ' the toils of unfmmn, T
quires - pleafures - of - poignancy ;- varied,
multiplied, fimwlating! . 0
- It bas been obferved by medical writers,
that that fober excefs in which many ine
dulge, by eating and drinking a- lirtle
too much at every day’s dinner and every
night’s fupper, more effetually under-
mines the health, than thofe more rare
excefles by which others now and then
thm a [ife d'm W&
a defign 10 recommend occafional devia-
Vionw into: grofs vice, by way of  pious
recdipt for mending the moralt; but




| MODERN.JUABITS OF LIVE. 16§
mere Jiable to be roufed to a fenfe of
their danger, than perfons whole percepe
tions .of evil are blunted through a round:
of fyftemarical, unceafing, and yet not
feandalous diffipation.  And when | affirm
that this fyltem of regular indulgence res
Lixes the foul, enflaves the heart, bewitches
the fenfes, and thus difqualifies for pious.
thought or ufeful adtion, without having
any thing in it fo grofs as to fhock the
confcience ; and when | hazard an opinion
that this ftate is more formidable, becaule
lefs alarming, than that which bears upon
htmwmda&!
no more mean to fpeak of the latter in
fight and palliating terms, than § would
intimate, becaufe the fick fometimes re-
cover from a fever, but feldom from 2
pally, nhufemudmﬁpmﬂpq
hﬂhh,m AN/ TERE T

But.dure ﬁem.umhg\.h evorin
ﬁhbqnmmw;
-shm.a_bu.hu oblerved _
“3 My

-
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e which s cupibe” Wb
. fcience: of life<and manners. " ‘Talerits”
which have difplay for their object dcfpife |
thie narrow ftage of horie:  they demand °
mankind for their fpetitors and the
waotld for their theare, |
Mu&mhdpﬁamﬂngaﬁl‘
from the idea of a delicate young creature,
lovely in perfon, and engaging in mindand
manners, facrificing nightly at the public
“fhrine of Fahion, at once the votary and -
“the viftim ; one cannot help figuring to
“onefelf how much more interelling fhe
- would appear in the “eyes of a man of
“ﬁ JH‘H ‘behold ‘her in the more
_ fituation Mn&l‘ﬁ&“?




J«;‘“H‘m W L ey nl visvol
O d&id they keep their perfons frelh and new,
Hn-oﬁmﬁuh&'hﬂhﬁm’nmr‘
Apd win by rarcoefs) v Uy dla
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‘to be. Pleafure
‘bmmhehuemh,.muéﬁ_..
jut quitted, and ia the houfe to. which
they are jult haflening, a ftran
ncl:r;etheﬂppu—ygbddcﬁ had
fixed ber throne, and 'that her wor

'Mm h‘

"*Mbhthl ﬂ.m Fe |



of g , ammnuem
of getting out of the laft! the perilous







188 oW DISSIPATION, AND (THE

all the diligence 'and' devotednefs, alt
2 wwaw"
' I !m.
m*dené,unmemww
Mof which, if dire®ted to their true
-_ebp&s. ‘would change the ' very face of
. _tbc world): alt ‘thefe are concentrated
to oﬁeﬁﬂt-"‘t point in which the
We‘mdmewﬁk, the learned and the
, the fair ‘and the frightful,
fpﬁght!y iﬁ”ﬁedﬂﬂ,theﬁthmd
the poor, the patrician ‘and plebeian,
' mmonc common and uniform equa-
5 an equaﬁty as religioufly refpected
M,W% in which all dil-




[ rmmm _
bru ww m‘i&h 'v ™
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o oy Nl gt g T Apane - ol
J.'r s not womﬁuo enter the long
contefted ficld of controverfy as to the
fidered as fafe and lawful for thofe women
of the higher clafs who make a ftriét-pro.
feflion of Chriltianity. - ‘The judgment they
will: be likely to form for themfelves on
the fubject, and the plan they will con-
Mm Il depend much on-the
ews animehmmm lefs. progrefs




ON PUBLIC AMUSENENTS.  fof
for them: there is in rhis refpe@ a fort of
mote or lefs, muft coincide. Bt in thelt
pleafures the ehioice i voluntary, the tafte
Is felf.dire@ed, the propenfity is indes
pendent ; and of courfe the habitual Rate,
the genuint bent and bias of the
are molt likely to be feen in thofe
mermhnmmm
for himfelf. g

When a troly religions principle fhall
have acquired fuch a degree of force
as to produce that confcientions and .
habitual improvement of time before re.
commended, it will difcover itfelf by an
increafing mdlﬂ'erencemdmw
to thofe pleafures which are
to the world at large. A woman under
the predominating influence of fuch 4
phdph.vmhqmud:rmm&:m



193, ON FUBLIC AMUSEMENTS,

they have nothing cenfurable in themfelves,
yet if they be allowed to intrench on hours.
which ought to be dedicated to ftill better
puspoles ; or if they are protrated to.an
fondue lengih ;. or above all, if by foften.
ing and relaxing her mind and diffipating
ber fpirits, they fo indifpofe her for better
purfuits as to render fubfequent duties a
burden, they become in that cafe clearly
wrong for her, whatever they may be for
others:: Now as tempeations of this fort
are the peculiar dangers of better kind of
charaQers, the facrifice of fuch little gra.’
tifications as may have no great barm in
them, come in among the daily calls to felf-
*The fine drts, for inftance, polite literas



athud progrels in the great art of
turning time to account. In the firft fages.
of her religion fhe will have abftained from.
pleafures which began a little to wound
the conlcience, or which affumed 2 quefs
mhkhmnwm
a¥OL. 11 abftained



*l 4 gn‘ Qlu:t.w n;oqxlm:ﬂ-
“her 1o kee wrwﬂﬁwm' T
061 “But you may difcern in her fub-
Mcmrkihametumchdxm’bfc
“advanced’ Magé, " by her beginning to
‘negle@ ‘even fuch plealures or employ-
ments as 'have no moral turpitude in
‘them, but are merely what are called =
innocent. This relinquifhment arifes, not
fo much from her feeling ftill more the
Yeltraints of religion, as from the im-
provement in her religious tafte. Pleafures
mmo't now attach her merely from their
innocent, unlefs they are interelting
o, wnd o be !hterefhngtheymu&
be’ conforiant’ 1o her fuperinduced views.
Shie'is ‘not contented to fpend a large
 portion of her time Rarmlelily, it muft be
: d&" Nq, if fhe b‘
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=l ._u; R i fics
trnnrh Hﬂ ‘ n:
fagm,m increafe h:ﬁn&m

tion to her increafed relifh for thofe pleas
fures which religion enjoins and beftows.
So that at length if it were poflible to
fuppole tht an angel could come down
to take off as it were the interdi&, and to
dnvite ber to refume all the pleafures the -
had renounced, and to refume them with
complete impunity, fhe would rejeét the
Invitation, becaufe fhe would defpife, from
an improvement in her fpiritual rafte,
thofe delights from which fhe had at firft
abftained through fear. Till her will and
affeftions come heartily to be engaged in
the fervice of God, the progrefs will not
be comfortable; but when once they are
fo engaged, the attachment to this fers
pot defire fo go back and toil again
in the drudgery of the world. For
f;u reﬁpon has not fo much gimbel
ancwctpgl, s a new heart, and a new

- 02 Aa



;Qg on rqu.:c maaél,mﬂf.
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aﬂ% pre nm,zlfmuhﬂ @Bbmd
time is changed ; her tam of converfation
i alered; ¢ old. things age Mﬁ%
* all things are, become, new.”
pated and worldly fociery, fhe wil relaom
fail 1o fecl a fort of yncafines, whlchw:ll
produge one of thefe two effedts; fhe
will ither, as proper feafops grd'
themicives, flruggle hard to mtmﬂua:
fuch fubjefts as may be ufeful to others;
or, fuppafing that fhe finds herfelf unable
nd‘c&m&svﬂlxm:ufarﬁ:s 11:1!"‘“
dently m all un-
mk?!huq Indeed her
mdmwmm
direumftances may ferve to furnifh I]?m
! ﬂami\i her own fincerity, For
“wehile people are contending for a litle
 mare of thiy amufement, and pleading for
a a of that gradfication, and
' fighting in order that ﬁbymbm

é‘



ox wuBLic Awdsburs (9]
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_M they mﬁﬂmaﬁdﬁ
themfelves, thit they Aréhbt

yer « fuud in the fpirit of their mind,"™

It has been warmly wrged ar an objees
tion to certain religious books, and: par
ticularly againft a recent work of high
worth and celebrity, by a diftinguiflyed
lagman *, that they hive fer the fandard
of fclf-dcnﬂl higher than reafon or even
than Chriftianity requires. Thefe works
do indeed elevate the gencral tone of res |
ligion to a higher pitch than is quite con
venient to thofe who are at infinite paing
to conftru& a conifortable and compre.
henfive plan, which fhill unite the quels
tionable plealures of this world with the
promifed happinefs of the next. I fay it
has been {ometimes objected, even by (hole
readers who on the whole greatly admire
the particolar work alluded to, thatit is
unreafonably ftriét in the percepive and
‘prohibitory parts; mlclpm!lnhanbh-

o Prabtical View, %c. by M. Wibirorel,
03 divid



19_,8'_‘ ON PUBLIC AMUSEMENTS. .

y and fpecifically forbids M;

amufements, with aqunq,pgﬁ ¥
w%efowdmmrmmm and is fery-,
pulouly rigid in condemuing diverfions
againft which nothing is faid in the New.
Teftament : each objeftor, however, is fo
far realonable, as only to beg quarter for
her own favourite diverfion, and gcacrouﬂg'
abandons the defence of thofe in wh:ch ﬂ:c
herfelf has no pleafure.

But thefe obje@ors do not feem o
underftand the true genius of Chriftianity.
They do not confider thar it is the charac-
ter of the Gofpel to exhibit a fcheme of
principles, of which it is the tendency to
infofe fuch a fpirit of holinefs as muft
be utterly incompatible, not only with
cuftoms decidedly vicious, but with the
very fpirit of worldly pleafure. They do
not confider that Chriftianity is ncither a
table of ethics, nor a fyftem of opinions,
~ mor a bundle of rods to punith, nor an
- exhibition of rewards to allure, nor a
i:hqne of reftraints, nor merely a nodn of



L

laws ; but it is ammm“
intd the heart by the word and the fpirit
of God, out of which principle will inevis
tabl}gto#’nﬁnoptﬂom, rnﬂdt&o-q
uahn.cam&mmh. ptm&ﬁm,liu-
mﬁmbhtfeﬁnofplniﬁngﬁod,aﬂq;
mfurofoﬁhdlnlghm A real
Chriftian, whofe heart is once thoroughly .
imbued with this principle, can no more
return to the amufements of the world,
than a philofopher can be refrethed .
with the diverfions of the vulgar, or a
man be amuled with the recreations of &
child. The New Teftament is not a mere.
ftatgte-book : it is not a table where .
every offence is detailed, and its corre.
fponding penalty annexed : it is not fo
much a compilaiion, 35 a /}m:ofhm
doenotl‘omuchpmh:bucwqindivﬂd
wrong pradtice, as fuggelt a temper, md‘ o
implant a sencn! pnnclplc with w kgfht =

wiong praltice is inco
mot, for inftance, fo much attack the

o4 then



then reigning and corrupt: faflions, which
were probably, like the fafhions of other
countries; temporary and ' local;  but it
ftruck at that worldlinefs, which is the root
and ftock: from which uﬂmqn iahnl
proceeds

i‘hepuphu M. Whmaﬁhﬂ HII-
felf more particularly 1o the Ifraclitifh
women, inveighed not only againft vanity,
Juxury, and immodefty, in general ; ‘but
with great propriety blamed even thofc
precife ‘inftances of each, to ‘which the
women of rank in the particular coun.
try he was addrefling were efpecially ad.
difted ; may, he enters into the minute
detail * of their very perfonal decorations,
and brings fpecific charges againft their
levity and extravagance of apparel ; mean.
ing, however, chiefly to cenfure the turn
of charafter which thefe indicated. But
ithe Golpel of Chrift, which was to be ad-
drefled o all ages, fations, and countries,

* Iaiah, chap. iii.
e feldom
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feldom contiins any fach detailed animad-
verfionis ; for though many of the confur-
able modes which the prophet fo fevercly
reprobated, continued probably to be ftill
prevalent in Jerufalem in the days of our
Saviour, yet how httle would it have fuited
the univerfdlity of his miflion, to have con-
fined his preaching to fuch local, limited,
and fuétuating cuftoms! not but that
there are many texts which actvally do
define the Chriftian conduét as well as
temper, with fufhcient particularity to
ferve as a condemnation of many prac.
tices which are pleaded for, and often 10
point pretty direttly at them *.

® By the way, it would be well for thofe modifh
Chriftians who vindicate excefiive vanity in drefs and
decoration on the principle of their being mere mat.
ters of indifference, to confider that fuch praflices
frangly mark the temper and fjirit with which they
are codnefled, and in that view nre fo little creditable
10'the Chriftian profeffion, as to furnifh a jult fubjed
of fufpicion againfl, the picty of thofc whe indulge
in them,

Had
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Had Peter, on that Mé"ﬂ}
when he added three thoufind’ mﬂ#&dﬁ;
to’the Church by*a fingle fermon, mr- "
rowed his fubje&t to a )
againtt this diverfion, or that public place,
or the other vain amulement, it’ might
indeed have fuited the cafle of fome of the
femile Jewilh converts who were prefett &
‘but fuch reftrictions as’ mnight have been
appropriate to them, would ly not
have applied to the cafes of the Parthians
and "Medes, of which his avdience was
partly compofed; or fuch as might have
‘belonged to them would have been totally
inapplicable to the Cretes and Arabians;
or again, thofe which fuited thefe would not
have applied to the Elamites and Mefopo- '
tamians. By fuch partial and circumfcribed
addreﬂ‘ex, his muldfarious audience, com.
pofed of all nations and countries, would
not.have been, as we are told they were,
% pricked to the heart.” But when he
preached on the broad ground of general
“ repentance and remiffion of fins in thes
“ name
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e of Jefus Chrift,”” it was.no won.
der that they,all cried. out, * What.fhall -
“wedo?”  Thefe colleled forcigners,at.,
their reuunm muft have found very
diﬂ'gpﬁ 10 be correted in their.difs.
feqtconnm, of courfe a detailed re- .
Ilnaioqofthopopuhubnh.ﬂjauﬁkq' s
wou]dhqrebe:pofh:d!. Jufe to ftrangers.
returning to their refpective nations. The
ardent Apoﬂ'.lc. therefore, acted mare cotie .
ﬁftmﬂy in, communicating to them the,
large and comprehenhive, fpirit of  the -
Gofpel, which fhould at once invalve all
their feattered and feparate dutics, as well
as reprove all their fcattyred. and feparates
cortuptions ; for the whole always includes,
a part, and the greater involves the: Jefs.
Chrift and his difciples, inficad of limiting
their condemnation to theypeculiar vanities
reprehended by lfaiah, embraced the very
foul and principle of them all, in fuch ex.
hortations as the following : * Be ye not
“ conformed to the world:"—* If any
"m Jove the world, the love of the

*# Pather
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“Pather i 'not in him " The faflion
“ of this world P&th w-’."‘: Our
Lord 4nd his Apoftles, whofe future un-
limited audience was to be made up out
of the whole world, uttacked the evil
“htart, out of which all thofe incidental,
local, peculiar, and populit corruptions

In the fime of Chrift und his immediate
followers, the luxury and intemperance of
the Romans had arifen to 2 pitch before
unknown in the world ; butas the fame
Gofpel which its Divine Author and his
difciples were then preaching to the hun-
gry and neceffitous, was afterwards 1o be

preached to high and low, not excepting
the Roman emperors themfelves ; the

* large precept, “ Whether ye eat or drink,
% or whatever you do, do-all to the glory
“ of God,” was likely to be of more ge-
neral ufe, than amy feparate exhortation
to temperance, to thankfulnefs, to mode-
‘ration as 0 quantity or expence ; which
haft indeed muft always be left in fome

degree
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degree w the judgment wnd ircumftances
of the individuale L o 1om
“When' the Apolte. of _the. Genils
vifited the * Saints of Caefur’s houlchald,”
he Mhﬁ fail to have heard, nor
covld he have heard without abliorrence,
of fome of the fuhionable amufements in
the court of Nero. lle mult have ge.
fleéted with peculiar indignation on many
“things which were pralliled in the Circene
fian games: yet, inflead of pruning this
corrupt tree, and fingling out even the
inhuman gladiatorial fports for the ob-
jeét of his condemnation, he laid his axe
to the root of all corruption, by preaching
to them that Gofpel of Chriflt of which
“ he was not afbhmed ;" and fhewing to
them that believed, that it was the power
“ of God and the wildom of God."”
Of this Gofpel the great pbject was, to
attack not one popular evil, but the whole
body of fin. Now the doétrine of Chrift
crnuﬁed m the moﬂ.;pproptm '%F;::
» 3 ‘
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- for deftroying this; for twamﬂ‘%.
vid imagination of the Apoftle & ﬁs%

fully inforce the helioufiies of fi, X
“infifting on the coftlinefs of ‘th

which was offered for mwon"“it
is fomewhat remarkable, that about the
very time of his preachiny; to the Rotnans,
the public tafte had fimk to fuch an excefs
of depravity, that thie very women engaged
in thofe fhnukmg encounters wkh ﬂ!e
gladiators.

“But, in the firflt place, it was better tha
the right praltice of his hearers fhould
grow out of the right principle ; and next,
his fpecifically reprobating thefe diverfions
might have had this ill efie@t, that fucceed-
ing ages, fecing that they in their amul'g-
ments came fomewhat fhort of thofe dread-
ful excefles of the polithed Romans, would
only have plumed themlelves on their own
Mﬁn’l‘fvc l'upérlorl &+ and, on

principle, even the Bu\!-l hts of hhpam“
ﬁht have had their pnanegynﬁn. “The
N

truth
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e kniew Mﬁ‘ abo-

hmowof abolithing thefis barbarous diver-
Mians, was veferved for Ocnm, 'Ihe
fitlt Chiftian emperor.
Bcﬁdcl, ‘the Apolties, by hmdm
lgain& fome particular diverfions, might
have feemed to fantion all which !bly
did not altually cenfure : and as, in the
lapfe of time and the revolution of govern-
ments, cuftoms change and manners
flutuate ; had a minute reprehenfion of
the fathions of the then exifting age been
publifhed in the New Teltament, that pnr-
tion of fcnprure muft in time have become
obfolete, even in that vury fame country,
when the fathions themfelves fhould have
changed. Paul and his brother Apoﬂ.k‘
knew that theic epifties would be the
oracles of the Chriftian world, when ﬂuﬁ.
temporary diverfions wounld be ftlrmT
In conlequencesof this knowledge, by
the




the . univerfal precept  to aveid % rthe
# luit of the fieth, the luft of .the.eye,
 and the pride of life;”. they have, pre-
pared a lalling antidote againit the pré
ciple of all corrupt pleafures, - which.
ever remain equally lppﬁmhlc@ the loofe
fathions nf all ages and of every country
totbecnﬁofd:lc world.

'I'hqe!'on. to vindicate dnuﬁmuh;h
wmlhgqulm unchriflian, on the pre-
tended ground that they are not fpecifi-
cally condemned in the Ciofpel, would be
litde lefs abfurd than if the heroes of
Newmarket fhould bring it as a proof that
their periodical meetings are not cons
demned in Scripture, becaule St. Paul,
when writing to the Corinthians, did not
fpeak againlt thefe, or becaufe in avail-
ing himfelf of the IRthmian games, as a
happy illaftration of the Chriftian race,
he did not drop any cenfure on the prattice
ithelf: a pradtice which was indeed as
-chmpun than the races of Chrils
e s ov i 1330 ‘.:‘-:‘.m

ok it 20"
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contented with the triumph of a crown of
leayes, s fuperiorto that eriminal fpirkt of
vitof by beggaring the competitor.
YLocil ‘abufes, as we have ﬁﬂ,m
not the obje of a book whofe inftruce
tions were to be of univerfal and
application.  As a proof of this, lieele is
faid in the Gofpel of the then prevailing
corruption of polygamy ; nothing againft
the favage cuftom of expofing children, or
even againft flivery; nothing exprefily
againft fuicide or duelling; the lalt Gothic
Q&:m.indud,dﬂm-eﬁl!mgd.

crimes of Pagani/m. + But is there notan -

implied prohibition againft polygamy in
the general denunciation againft adultery ?
15 not expofing of children condemned in
that charge againft . the Romans,  that
¢ they were without naitural affeétion "
Is there not a flrong. cenfure againft
flavery conveyed in the command to * do
¢ unto others as you would have them

voL, I v “ do
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& do unto you?’ and a - Tuicide
and duelling, in the general prohibition
againft murder, which is frongly en-
fovced 4nd affelingly amplified by the
folemn ‘manmer in which murder is traced
back ta its firft feed of anger, h&gﬁ.
monon&emunt’

This it is clear, that when Cbn'l!: fent
the Golpel to all nations, he meant that
that Gofpel fhould proclaim thofe prime
truths, general laws, znd fundamental
éo&nnu, which mulft mce'ﬂin]y involve
the prohibition of all individual, local, and
hfenor errors ; errors which could mot
ﬁm_rc been l'peaﬁcally guarded againft,
wﬂﬂntMndﬂh&Gofpdform
country, or without fwelling the divine
volpmcm.to fuch_inconvenient lqgﬂi as
qu'ld defeated one peat end of
its promulgation *. And while its lead-
Rdery 0 s
'u'r..m;..mt.qpaang.g."

TI.I.”
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ing principles are of univerfal application,
iomuft slways, in fome meafure, be left 10
the difcretion of the preacher, and tothe
confdence of the hearer, to cxasilne
whether the life and habits of thofe whe
profefs it are eonformable to its fpirit.

The fame Divine Spirit which indited
the Holy Seriptures, is promifed to purify
the heatts and renew (he natures of re.
penting and believing Chriftians ; and the
compofitions it infpired nre in fome degree
4mlogots to the workmanthip it effeéts.
Tt prohibited the vicious praftices of
the apoftolical days, by prohibiting the
paffions and principlés which rendered
them gratifying ; and ftill working in like
manner on the hearts of real Chriftians, it
corredts the tafte which was accuftonied to
find its proper gratification in the reforts of
vanity ; and thus effe@ually provides for
the reformation of the [habits, and infufes
. atelih for rasional and domeftic enjoy: -
ments, and for whatever can adminifter
ipleafure to that fpirit of pnce.zndlou,

P32
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and hope, and joy, which aniinatés”and
rules the rmed hemof the troe
Chriftian. T
“"But there is a portion of Scripture
which, though to a fuperficial reader it
may feem but very remotely conneéted with
the prefent fubje&, yet to readers of another
calt, feems to fettle the matter beyond
controverfy. In the parable of the great
fupper, this important truth is held out to
us, that even things yood in fbmyéhw
may be the means of pur eternal rain,
by drawing our hearts from God, and
caufing us to make light of the offers
of the Gofpd. One invited guelt had
bought an eftate, another had made a
purchafe equally blamilels of oxen, a
third had married a wife, an a& not
illaudable in itfelf.  They had all different
reafons ; but they all agreed in this,
decline the invitation 1o the fipper. The
~worldly pofleflions of one, the worldly .
“Bufinefs of another, and what fhould be
-particularly attended to, the love to his
deareft
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dearelt relative, of a third, (a love, by the
way, not only allowed but commanded
in Scripture,) were brought forward as
mbhmmudngmmw
bufinefs of religion. The
however, was the fame to all. “Nm
“ of tholewhich were bidden fhall
% of my fupper.” If then things innecent,
things necgflary, things laudable, things
commanded, become finful, when by une
feafonable or exceflive indulgence they
detain the heart and affeétions from God,
how vain will all thofe arguments ne.
ceffarily be rendered, which are urged by
the advocates for cerain amulements, on
the ground ufihdthw; if thofe
amufements ferve (not to mention any
pofitive cvil which may belong to them)
in like manner to draw away the
thoughtsandm&mluw
cbjets ! '
Tomnclnde,whenthhwpiehw-
toheeumcthafubje&of converfation,
" "3 inftead

T
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inflead of addrefling fevere and pointed
dttacks to youtig ladies on the fin'of
attending places of diverfion, would it
not be better firft to endeavour to excite
in them that principle of Chriftianity, with
which fuch ‘diverfions feom not quite com-
patible ; as the phyﬁmm, who vifits a
patient in an etuptive fever, pays lirtle
attention to thofe- fpots which to the
ignorant appear to be the difeafe, except
indeed o far as they ferve as indications
to let him into its nature, but goes ftraight
to the. reot of the malady? He attacks
the fever, he lowers the pulfe, be changes
the fyftem, he correfts the general habit ;
well knowing that if he can but reftere
the yiml principle of health, the fpots,
~which were nothing but fymptoms, will
die away of themfelves,

In inftrufting others, we fhould imitate
“pur Lord and his Apoftles, and not

_thqrbbmnud:pﬁdu

L g
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mmw,lm
cptiace e pogi thet what, b3

for imprefing her with a fenfe of th ne-
ceflity of purifying the common |
from which they flow—a corrupt naty
Thus making it our grand bufinefs to rec-
tify the heart, we purliue the true,
compendious, the only method of
holinefs.
1 would, however, take leave of thofe
amiable and not ill-difpofed young
who mmphhdﬂwﬁgmud’hﬂn
prohibitions, and Mmt,
“ with no fuch ftri€tnefs in the W”
by afking them, with the moft
carneftne(s, if they can ocnfdﬂlﬂ,
reconcile their nightly attendance at every
pubﬂcphmwhnbdwyﬁ!qlmvﬁhﬁ |
precepts a3 the following : &dm»
_“mst!uume”—#w»chﬂpny

P4 “ Wacch,
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ﬂWaﬂ:h‘, for ye know not at what'time
" % your Lord  'cometh :” — % Abftain -
“ from all appearance Of evil :""—* Set
“ your affettions op  things above:™
—* Be ye fpiritually minded :”—* Cru- .
“cify the flefh with its affetions
“ and luﬂ;?” And I would venture 1o
offer one criterion, by which the per-
fons in. queftion may be enabled 1o de-
cide on the pofitive innocence and fafety
of fuch diverfions; I mean, provided
they are fincere in their {crutiny and ho-,
neft in their avowal, If, on their return
at pight. from thofe places, they find they
can retire, and * commune with their
“ own beartsy” if they find the Jove
of God operating with undiminifhed force
on their minds; if they can ¢ bring
“ every thought into. [(ubjetion,” and
te cvery wandering imagination 3
if they can foberly examine into their own
ftate of mind : I do not fay if they ean do -
all this perfectly and without diftration;
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(forwho can do this at any time 2) but if -
they.'can do it with the fame degraesof
fetiouliefs, pray with the fame degree oF
fervour, and renounce the world in us
great a imeafure as at other times ;'and -
nftheycmhedmvlthapnﬂ“
confcioufnefs of having avoided in ﬁc
evening “ that temptation” which they
had prayed not to be ** led into"” i the
morning, they may then more reafons
ably hope that all is well, and that they -
are not fpeaking falk: peace to their
hearts. If this telt were fairly ufed; if
this experiment were honeftly tried; if
this examination were confcientioufly made;
may we not without olfence prefume to
afk,—Could our numerous places of public -
refort, could our ever-multiplying fcenes. -
of :more fele@ but not lefs dangerous die
verfion, nightly overflow with an excefs. -
hitherto  unparalieled it lh mb of

plﬂﬁlﬁ’? . i,

. Hln@:ﬁmmmmﬂlu% 't ]
daluhmc:pu{udnmﬁgmiﬂaw, vaaity, 1::::
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.ln}uﬂmpmq, of the world), 1 fould qv;hcﬁnu

to name M. Lag'%s & &r’l_w; ‘Call to o devout and
W oly Life® Few writerh, except Palcal, have direed
ﬁ“ﬁq,&-&mm&mug hhmm
wit to this objecl, He pat anly makes the reader
Mdumﬁkh&wmmtdmfmﬁh&&m
albamed of it on pecount of its folly. Few men per-
haps have had a deeper infight into the human heart,
or have more fkilfully probed its corruptions : yet on
points of do@trine his views do not feem to be julty
and  Lis difquibitions are often yafound and fanciful ;
fo that & generg! perufal of his works would neither
"W'" intelligible. To a fafhionable wo-
man jmmerfed in the vanities of life, or toa buly man
overwhelmed with its cares, I know no book fo
applicable, or likely to exhibit with cqual force the
wanity of the fhadows they are purfuing. B,
even in this work, he is not a fafe guide to evange -
"IB# and, in many of his others, he is bighly
oary and whimfical : and I have known fome
lent perfons who were firft led by this admirable
genits to fec the wants of their own hearts, and the
\utter mfufficieacy of the worldl to 61l up the craving
woid, whe, though they begaime emincat for picty
wd felf.degial, have had their uicfulnefs abridged,

~ and wholc minds have costraéied fomething of a mo-
waltic feverity by an unqualifed"perufal of Mr. Law.

- Troe Chriianity does oot call on us 1o Sarve gur
' bodies,
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In it mot whimfical to hear fuch com-
plaints againft the firictnefs of religion as
we are frequently hearing, from beings
who are voluntarily purfuing, as has been
fhewn in the preceding Chapters, a courfe
of life which Fafhion makes infinitely
more laborious? How really burden-
fome would Chriftianity be if fhe enjoined
fuch fedulous application, fuch unre-
mitting labours, fuoch a fucceflion .of
fatigues | If religion commanded fuch
hardfhips and felf-denigl, fuch days of
hurry, fuch evenings of exention, fuch
nights of broken reft, fuch perpetual
facsifices of quiet, fuch exile from family.
MA&M mpnfa, then indeed *

b 3 @ d a4 phoutathe:

1L Ll
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longer merit its prefent appellavion of
being a “ regfomable fervice :'” then the”
name of perfe@ flavery might be jullly
applied to that which we are told in
the beautiful language of our church, is
“ a fervice ‘of perfe@ freedom:” fj
vice, the great objeét of which is *

“ deliver us from the bondage of cor-
“ ruption into the glorious liberty of the
* children of God.”

A worldly temper, bjrwhchlnuaa
difpofition to prefer worldly - pleafuresy
worldly fatisfattions, and worldly advan<:
tages, to the immortal interefts of the fouly
and to let worldly confiderations attuate
us inftead of the diftates of religion in the
concerns of ordinary life; a worldly rem-
per, 1 fay, is noty like almoft any other
fanlt, the effeft of paffion or the con-’
fequence of furprife when the heart is off

its guard. It is not excited incidentally by
the operatiop of external circumitances on

the infirmity of nature; but it is the vital
13 fpirit,
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m,tﬁceﬂ'ddﬂw !hc"!vﬁgﬁl‘fm:ﬂe
of evil. Tt is wot 6 fauch an a&, as
A" Milte of being 3 ot Yo much an oeca-
fioria] complaint, 4s a tainted conftitution
of mind. 1f t do not always thow Ttfelf
in extrabrdittary éxcoffes, it ‘has no per-
feit intermiflion. Fven when it is ‘not
immediately tempted to break out o
overt'and fpecific aéts, it is at work withifi,
Rirring up the heart to difaffeltion againtt
holinefs, and infufing a kivd of moral dif-
ability ro whatever is intrinfically good.
dt “infefts and depraves all the powers
and faculties of the fou) ; for it operates
on the underftanding by blinding it to
‘“whatever is fpiritually good ; on the will,
by making it averfe from God ; on the af-
fe@ions, by difordering and fenfualizing
them ; fo that one may almoft fay to thofe
who are under the fopreme “dominion of
this ﬂk‘, what was faid to the hofts of
“Jofhun, “ Y carinot ferve the Lord.”
 This ‘worldlinefs of ining is “mot at
‘all commonly underftood, and for the
. follow-
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this vﬂ-ﬁ wdﬁ buﬁncl‘zll i&§
things of this world, and that to '
the bufinefs of this world well, that is,
cnuformbly to moral plmph. is the
le'fubﬂmccof moral and troe

nefs, Rchﬁm. if introduced ac uﬂw
the fyftem, only makes its occafional, and
if 1 may fo Ipeak, its holiday appearance.
To bring religion into every thing, is
thought incompatible with the due at-
tention to the things of this life. And fo
it would be, if by religion were meant sall-
ing about religion.  The phrale, therefore,
is : * One cannot always be praying ; we
“ muft mind our bufinels and our focial
* duties as well as our devotion.” Worldly
bufincfs being_ thus fubjedted o workdly,
though in fome degree moral, maxims,
the mind during the condu® of bufinefs
grows worldly; and 3 continually io-
auﬂqwddlyfpim dims the fight and
relaxes the moral principle on which the
ki Tod Los A, [' "H‘

WG4



884 OF.A WORLDLY SPIAIT.

- alfairs of the world arc c well
.zmmmmﬂt ¢ exerciles
> fﬂunhuwmpcll':a;firandautoapf

.a¢fi, fo much affames [the femblance

'oodmﬁ,‘thﬂt thofe wbo have not ngbt
vicws are apt to miftake Lhc,wrymg on
the affairs of lifc on a tolerably, moral
principle, for religion. They do not fee
 that the cvil lies not in their fo carrying
op bufinels, but in their nat carrying on the
tlmgu of this life in fubferviency to the
. things of eiemity ; in their not carrying
'd:g on with the unintermitting idea of
“refponfibility. ‘The evil does not lie in
their not being always on their knees, but
1n their ot bringing " thiir religion from
“the clofét into the world : in their not
“bringing the fpirit of the: Sunday's devo-
% “into the tranfa@fions’ of the week :
not transforming their religion from-a
mﬂfmwwm
%MW‘MH}M
Mum« 4 et gk
shen & yesisd vl Lty E
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Mg!l ‘there ‘are;, bleffled be God!
in the moft exalted ftations, womsertwho
adomn their Chriftian profcffion by 2'con.
fiftent ' condudt ;' 'yet'are there not others
'vﬂo‘mhhonfhghudwuﬂu the irte-
‘concileable interefts of earth and heaven ?
:wbo,whilptbtywﬂlndtwmju
of what this world has 1o beftoyy yet by
fio means renounce their hopes of a bete
ter? who did not think it unreafonable that
their indulging in the fullelt poffeffion of
prefent pleafure fhould interfere with the
moft certain reverfion of future glory?
who, after living in the moft unboutded
gratification of cale, vanity, and luxury,
fancy that heaven muft be attached of
courfe, to a life of which Chriftianity is the
outward profeffion, and which has not been
ftained by any flagrant or difhonourable
al of guilt?

- Are there not M'b.wllﬂﬂin
_entertain a refpedt for religion, (for 1 ad-
“drefs not the unbelieving or the licen-
. tious,) while they believe its truths, ob.
| WOL. L Q ferve
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ferve its forms, and would be fhocked
not to be thought religious, are yet im-
merled in this life of difqualifying world-
linefs? who, though they make a con.
feience of going to the public worfhip
once on a Sunday, and are fcrupuloufly
obfervant of the other rites of the Church,
yet hefitige not to give up all the reft of
their time to the very fame purfuits and
pleafures which occupy the hearts and
lives of thofe loofer chara&ers whofe en-
joyment is not obftru&ted by any dread
of a future account? and who are afting
on ghe wife principle of * the children of
“ this world,” in making the moft of the
prefent ftate of being from the convition
that there is no other to be expedted ?

It mult be owned, indeed, that faith in
unkm:hmguuudwuwyvuknd
defeltive even in the truly pioss; and
that it is fo, is the fubje of their grief
and humiliation. O! how does the
Chriftian take fhame in -the
tﬁ belief, in the lownels of his attain.
- 2 ments !
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ments! How deeply does he lament ‘thar
“ when he would do gond, evil is prefent
“ with him!"—% that the lifc he now
“ lives in the flefh, is” not, in the degree
it ought to be, “ by fuith in the fon of
“God!" Yet one thing is clear; how-
ever weak his belief muy feem to be, &
is evident that his altions arc wfainly go-
verned by it; he evinces his fincerity to
others by a life in fome good degree analo-
gous o the dodtrines he profefles : while
to himfelf he has at lealt this conviltion,
that faint as his confidence may be ar times,
low as may be his hope, and fecble ashis
faith may feem, yet at the worft of times
he would not exchange that faint meafure
of truft and hope for all the actual pleafares
and poffeffions of his moft fplendid ac-
quaintance; and what is a proof of his
fincerity he never fecks the cure of his de.
je€tion, where they foek theirs, in the world,

but in God.
But a5 »lh&MdFvalﬁyp-ﬁ-,
however {trong it may be in fpecalation,
Q1 howgyer
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however orthodox their creed, how.:ler
ftout their profeffion, one cannot help fear-
ing that it is a little defedtive in fincerity =
for if there were in the mind a full perfua-
fion of the truth of revelation, and of the
eternal blifs it promifes, would it not be
obvious to them thar there muft be more
diligence for its attainment ? We difcover
great ardour in carrying on worldly pro-
jets, becaufe we believe the good which we
are purfuing is real, and will reward the
trouble of the purfuit: we belicve that good
1o be atained by diligence, and we pru-
demtly proportion our earneftnefls to this
convition : when therefore we fee perfons
profefling a lively faith in a better world,
yet Jabouring little to obfain an interefl in
it, can we forbear fufpelling that their
belicf, not only of their o'wn title 1o eternal
happinefs, but of eternal happinefs itfelf, is
not well grounded ¢ and ithat, if:bq were
to « e.niime themfelves truly,” and pro-
duce the principle of fuch & relaxed mora-
lity, the faith would be found to be much

of a piece with the pradtice ?

Even -
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- Even that very fpirit of enjoyment
which Icads the perfons in queftion fo fto.
dioufly to poffels themfelves of the qualifi-
cations for the pleafures of the prefent
fcene; that underﬁandlmg which leads
them to acquire fuch talents as may enable
them to rdlith the reforts of gaiety here ;
that very fpirit fhould induce thefe whe
are really looking for a future Rtate of hap-
pinefs, to with to acquire fomething of the
tafte, and temper, and talents, which may
be confidered as qualifications for its en-
joyment. The negle@ to do this muft
proceed from one of thefe two caufes;
either they muft think their prefent courfe
a fafe and proper courfe; or they muft
think that death is to produce fome fudden
and furprifing alteration in the human
charadter. But the office of death is to
tranfport us to a new ftate, not to tranfe
form us to a new nature; the ftroke of
death is intended to effeft our deliverance
out of this world, and our introduétion
into another; but it is not likely to effect

' 3 oy
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any fudden and wonderful or total change
in our hearts or our taftes: fo far from
this, that we are affured in Scripture,
“ that hethat is filthy will be filthy flill,
“ and he that is holy will be holy flill.”
Though we believe that death will com-
pletely cleanfe the holy foul from its ze.
maining pollutions, that it will exchange
defeClive fan&tification into perfedt purity,
entangling temptation into complete free.
dom, want and pain into health and
fruition, doubts and fears inta perfeét
fecurity, and oppreflive wearinefs into ever-
lafting reft ; yet there is no magic in the
wand of death which will convert an un-
holy foul into a holy one. Aad ivis awful
to refle&, that fuch rempers as have the
allowed predominance here will maintain
it for ever ; that fuch as the will is when
we clofe our eyes upon the things of time,
foch it will be when we open them on
thofe of eternity. The mere al of death
no more fits us for heaven, than the mere
aft of the mafon who pulls dmm
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houfe fits us for 3 mew ome. If we die
with our hearts running over with the
love of the world, then: is no promife to
lead us to expeét that we fhall rife witk
them full of the love of God. Death in-
deed will fhew us to ourfelves fuch as we
are, but will not make us fuch as we are
not: and it will be too late to be acquin
ing felf-knowledge when we can no longer
turn it fo any account but that of torment.
ing ourfelves. Toilluftrate this truch fRill
farther by an allufion familiar 1o the pér.
fons I addrefs : the drawing up the cur.
tain at the theatre, though it ferves to In.
troduce us to the entertainments behind it,
does mot create in us any new faculties to
underftand or to relilh thole entertain.
ments : thefe mult have been long in ac-
quiring ; they mufll have been provided
beforehand, and brought with us to the
‘place, if we would relifh the pleafures of
it; for the enjertainment can only operate
on that tafte we carry toit. It is w0 late

T4 to



232 ON A WORLDLY SPIRIT.

to be acquiring -when we ought to be
enjoying. | A 2 ATV e & me
That fpirit of prayer.und pn!&,thnﬂ
difpofitions of love, meeknefs, * peace,
“ _quictnefs,. and aflurance,;” that indif-
ference to the fathion of .a world which is,
pafling away ; that longing after deliver-
ance from fin, that defire of holinefs,  to-
gether with all, the fpecific marks of our
having “ the fruits of the fpirit” here,
muft furely make fome part of our qua-
lification for the enjoyment of a world,
the pleafures of which are all fpiritual,
And who can conceive any thing com-
parable to the awful furprife of a foul long
immerfed in the indulgences of vanity and
pleafure, yetall the while lulled by the felf-
complacency of a religion of mere forms ;
who, while it counted upon heaven as a
thing of courfe, had made no prepara-
tion for it! Who can conceive any fur-
prife comparable to that of fuch a foul'
on fhutting its eyes on a world of fenfe, of
which: all the objetts and delights were fo
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congenial 1o its mature, 1nd Opening them
on a world of fpirits of which all ihcﬁ
ralters of enjoyment are of a nature new,
unknown, ferprifing, and Mﬁuﬂydﬂ!‘
ferent? pleafures more inconeeivable to
its apprehenfion and more unfuitable to its
tafte, than che ‘gratifications of one ‘fenfe:
are to the organs of another, or than the
moft exquifite works of genius to abﬁ:hrt
imbecility of mind.

“While we would with deep hnmmly
confefs that we cannot purchale heaven
by any works “or right difpofitions of
our ownj; while we gratefully acknow.
ledlge that it maft be purchafed for us
by “ Him who loved us, and walhed
“ us from our fins in his blood;* yer
let 'us remember that we have no reafon -
to expet we eould be capable of en-
joying - the pleafures of a heaven fo
purchafed without heavenly mindednefs. -
When thofe perfons who are apt to expedt
as'much comfors from religion as if their
hearts: were not full of the -world, now

' and





