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'Tbe praflicai 1/1,' if fi7lIolJl.!mtr..vldgc, 'Uii/b 
a flu(b of the fema!, cbe/rllcler, and " 
£o'np.lr,ltl'L'i 'l.h~..u if tbe fl.'XCII 

T H I: chief end to be propo[ed" in culti. 
vating the unoetftandings of women, is 
to qualify them for the praakal furpofes 
of life. Their knowledge is not often 
like the learning of men, to be reproduced 

in fome literary compofition, nor ever 
in any learned pTofeffion; but it is to 

come out in condutl:. A lad y ~difl, 
not that the may qualify herfelf to become 

VOL. II. an 
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aaaator ..t>r a pleader; not that"~ 
iduanrq..ttebaCe, but to lao She ii to 
Hlld..cbo.beft boOk" not fo much w~le 
~ tb 1 talk of them; as to' bring the 
jm~ment which. they furnifh, to the 
r«tification of her princil1les, and the 
formation of het habits. The great ufe'S 
of ftudy are to cn<lble her to regulate her 
own mind, dJld to be ufeful to others. 

To woman. therefore, whatever be her 
rank, I would recommend a predominance 
of thofe more -Iober fiudies, which, Rot 

baving difplay for their objeftt may make 
her wife without vanity, happy ",ithoul 
lIoitneffes, and content without panegy. 
rifts; the exercife of which will not bring 
q:lebrity, but improve ufefulncfs. She 
lhould I¥ufue every kind of audy wbkh 
\vill t~ her to elicit truth; which \\ill 
t~d her to be intent, upon realities; will 
glve ,precifion to ber iqeas; \\111 make an 
eha. mind; every fiuPy which, inL1ead of 
~la¥g her fenfibi~ty, will chaftife it; 
\Vltkb will give. her defmite nOUolls; will 

bfin& 
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~ ihc i~ under ,a_iaioa i 
will lead her to thi~, ~ c,'..... ~G 
CQJI\~ ku_lhodife; wbleb wUl GDGf. 
fuc;h a power of difczilnitQdon. that _ 
judgment thail Jearn to rejeCt. wbat i. 
dazzling, if it be not fotid; and to prefer. 
Bot what is Itrlki.a.g, « bright, or DeW, 

but what is juD:. That kind of bow .. 
ledge which ~ Jaber fitted for home 
confumprion than foreign a .. ponation, is 
peculiarly adapted to women. 

It is becaufe the fupel1\ci,jll nature of 
their education furnifhea them with a falfe 
and low ftandard of intelleCtual excellenu, 
that women have fometimC8 <becQme rid! .. 
clllou<; by the uQfounded pretenfums of 
literary vuhy: for it is not the really 
learned, but the fmauerers, whb have 
generally brought their fex into c1ifcredir, 
by an abfurd alfe&tion, which has fct 
them on defpiG.ng the dutie$ of ordinary 
life. There have not indeed been wanting­
(but tne ~aaer is not now C9~' 
.rt'ilrttftl riJicu/o, who, a1fpmiDg a (upe" 

13 z riority 
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rimity'tt"J the fober catefi which ought to 

QCcupy·w,eir fex, have claime<l a lofty and 
fupel"l!iltOtls .exemption from the ,dun and 
plodding drudgeries 

Of this dim f:peck c.,]bl earth! 

who have affe8:ed to cfiab!j{h an unnatural 

reparation ut::twcen talt..ms anu urefulnefs~ 

inftcad of bearing in mind that talents are 

the great appoin~ed inftruments of ufcful­

nds; who have acted as if knowledge ~ erc 

to confer on '~',man a kind of Lmtafiic 
{O\'ereignty, which ili{)uld exonerate her 

from female duties; "herca, it if; only 

meant tilt' nfore eminently to qualify her 
for the performance c.f them. :For a 

woman of real fenfe will never forget, 

that \\ h'lc the greater part of her proper 

dutie~ are ruch a~ the mon: modertltcly 
gifted may fulfil with Cl"edit, (fince }"lro\'i. 
denre never makes that to be very diffi. 
cu)~ which is generally neceffary,) yet the­

J1011: highly endowed are equally bound 

to fulfil them; and the h,umbleft: of thefe 
offices. 
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offices, performed on Cnriftian prindpl~, 
are," holefome for the minds eV~n of th¢ 

moft enlightened, and tend II) 11K C,\{fjllg 

down of th )ft! Ligh imagill.ltions which 

wom!!n of genius arc too much tempted to 

indulge.· 

}'or ir.ilancc; laJic~ wiJofe natuta! 

vanity has be\!n aggr,l\:lt<~J by J filJfe 
education, may louk. dtllhU uU !XlvtJ!>",! 

a~ a yulg.lr auainmcnt, Ull\\Ollh .. 1)1 \11(' 

altt.!lltioll ot ,m highly LlI.l.tIV,llt II \11l('1I/'~; 

i\!.',t l.I.\;~ i~ .I.b ... .c .. Ue J. .IE,., ...... ,.!;. .. ..f « .(1.'.].I.l",;w 

mil1ll. a~(;onomy, fllel! a~ a WOIll,Ill 

of tortunl.: i" c.dled on To £r.u:l~k, h llOt 

mudy tltt pny d~t .. ul of final! daily 
expellees, the 'lhclLby curtailments und 

ftiuted pariinwny uf a little min~, ?pCfat .. 
ing un little co.ncertl'); but it is the CXer. 
eire of a found juugmcnt exerted in 

the comprchcnfiye outline of order, of 

arrangement, of difiribution; of reg~la­

tions by which alone welI.govcrn.I Jo. 
cietics, great and fmall, fubfifl. Sht: llrho 
bas The beft regulated OUnd will, other 

~ 3 tbiogs 
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dWn~ beiftg 'equal, havf~the beft l'egn'" 
iate'd fa~IY. Ai"ih' the ,fuperintendence 
of th{ llniv'~fe~ wlfdomt 1s feen in its 
!lfeti;'; raid as in the vifible works (Sf 
Pr6-vidence that which goes on with fuck 
beadtir~l reguldrity i~ the refult not 

of chance but of defign; fo that manage-, . 
ment which fccms tl!e mon eafy is com-

motl1y the eonfequence of the beft con. 
cetted J>lan: a well-concerted plan is 
feldom the otFspring of an ordinary blind • 

• 
A found reconomy is a found under .. 
ftanding brought into aCtion; it is cal. 
culatfon realized 1 it is the doctrine of 
PJOportion r~uced to p~cUce; it is fore­
'fedDg confe<:J.~ence&, 'lP1d guarding again!\; 
the8l; i( is ~ng contingencies .and 
~ prcpal'ed for" them. The dHFer­
epee it, thkt to a llanow-minded vulgar 
.~~ft the details.' are continually 

~t, ~ tJ"" ... 

~'~' file !' ?~nvbeImed by their 
wcigtrt; ,2nd; is. ,~~ualty ~~tI~ 
ydar pity fot her lillOUrs and Your praite 
i'1r,ber aeniots; fbe ts afraid yoo 'Will 

not 
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not ffoe how much ~ i$ ~~ I,.U:tle 
ev~ts awl trivial ~peratic.ms cngPPf, b,q 
wqoIe foul; while a woman of fenfe, hav .. 
ing provided for their probable rec~ 
guards againft the jnconvepienci~ with­
out being. difcopcerted hy the. cai\l~ ob­
firuClions which they offer to her ~ral 
fcheme. Subordinate expencCl and in~ 
confiderable retrenchments fhould not 
fwallow up that attentif;m which is bettet 
bcfiowed on regulatjng the ¥eneral reale 
of expenee, and correcting and reducing 
an overgrown ellabti1h~e~t. 

Superior talents~ ~owevet, are Jio! (0 

common, as, by their frequency, to ofTer 
much dil1urbance'to the general coutfe< of 
human affairs; and many a lady, WfIo 
tacitly accufes het:f~ 'of neg1ealng ~ 
ordinary duties beCaufe Jhe is'a $eritlll, wtn 
perhaps be fou!ld off~ w aa:uCe hette!f .~! 
unj~ly as good St. ~me, when .~_,~ 
ments that he was ~t«:D h.Y tb~ anF fo, 
~ too Cice[o~ in his {lyle 

ld Of. Owen. 
.4 The 
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De truth is, women wJw are [0 pulFed 
up withe the conceit of talents as to negT 
lea: the pla.i.n uuties of life, will not fre. 
quently be found to be women of the beft 

abilities. And here may the author be 

allowed the gratification of obfetving, that 

thofe W()men of real geniUl> and extenfive 
knowkdge, whofe tricndlhip have confer­

red hOlwur and h.lppillCfs on her own life, 

hfivc'been in general emillCllt for o!conomy 
and the pratlice of domellic VIrtues; and 

greatly fupt~nor to the puor affectc:l.tion 
of negleClmg the duties and ddpiullg 
tbe knowle4ge of common life, with 

whicb literary women have been fre­
quently, and not always ullJuHly, ac­

cufed. 
A romantic girl with a pretenfion to 

te..wnw •. which her friil more: ignorant 
iicnde. miftak.e for genius., (for in the 
~ite Qf the bUnd the one-eyed are 
\inp,) aad poffdling Comething of a natu~ 
ril ... , .bu perhaps in her childhood 0:. 

~ Ml.£4e. iIlaps' cf grief, and loye~ 
and 
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ana imcy, picked ~ utJ hf bet deMiory 
poetical te'ading, in all e}~y (m a ~'"lill­
net or a dead lar--dog; fbe begitu th~t. 

forward ro be conij,iel'cd a& a prodigy in ber 
little circle; furrounded with flatterers, lb. 

has no op!:mrt..nity ot gettit g to kno'#; that 

ber fame i., Ut·' LVeJ not trOlll her poweJ'S, 
but her polition; and tholt when an im.­
partial crit:c alall have In",}e all the 

uccdf.lry dedu.::bons, futh as-that the is 
a nt.ighbour, that lh..: is a. relation, that 
fhe is a female, that {he is yo~ng, that Ole 

bas had no .1d·:antage~, that lhe is pretty 
pcrhap~-'\ hell htr \'erfcs come to be 
fhipped «t all th:ir extraneou'i append. 
ages, and the fair author i~ driven off h~r 
'vantag:: groullu of partiality, rex, and 

favour, {he will cotnmonly fink. to 'the 
level of ordtnary capacities; while tlwfe 
quieter women, who have meekly fu 
d,)wu in the humble thades of prore ami 
prudence, by a patient perfevetaAc:!C:It'" 
lational . iudies, rife' afterwards dWdr 
higher in the roUe of ~",\ad a.:q~ 

aftock 



I () PI.ACTICAt. USB 01 

a ftock of found knowJedge for far better , 
purpofcs than mererditpiay. And!) dJol\gb 
it 'Il1¥y feem a. ·contndiCtioD., yet. it witl 
gacrally be found .!roe, that girls who 
take tD fcribbliDg = the leaft tludiou., 
the leaR rdietling, aJld the leaft l'3tional. 
T'hey'early acquire a falfe confideace iD 
their own unaffifted powers; it becomes 
more gratifying to their natural unity to 
be always pouring out there minds on 
p3.Pt-"1', than t0ge drawing into them frelh 

• ideas from richer fources. The original 
lock, {man perhaps at tirft, is foon fpent ; 
and the fubfequent efforts grow more and 
more feeble, if the minc;l which is continu­
ally exhaufl:ing itfelf, be not alfo contlnu .. 
aUy repleniOled; till the latter compofitions 
become little more than reproduaions of 
the fame ideas, and f.unte~ ~opie8~of the 
f~ i~~, a,little varied apd modified 

H, ... t d I.~ i \ t r I ~ 

~ap~ and Jlot a little diluted, ana en-
~led.. 

fftd'~' tet(.~U1!htJ an(! klf.,de~(!ent 
r.f~;l pmtlor 'th&' ~nm~t~'~~d 

unattain 
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llWtamale praife 'W tlntf md pS .. 
nida, 1Idlile. t'bey difdain the com .... 
tie' of j\&dgtadt.- Dowledge. and per .. 
feven.nce 'Wbidt :wouid, be within,..:heit 
readi. To extort adsnirarioa they aM 

accuftomed- to boaft of an impo8ibk ra. 
pidity io COGlpofmg; an" while tbey. 
finuate bow: little time their perfonnanc;ea 
coft them, they intend you lhould infer 
how perfea they might have made thera. 
had they condefcended to t4e drudgery of 
applicati?n. They take fuperftUoui. pain. 
to convince you that there was neither 
learning nor labour employed in the Wot~ 
for which they folicit your praiCe: the 
judicious eye tOO foon perceives it! thougb, 
it does not perceive that native fircnglh 
and mother.wit, which in 'Works of real 
genius make fome amends for the ~egli. 
gence, whkh yet they do not julliEr. 
But inllead of extolling tbek elfufion$ to~ 
their tidlity~ it w~ bJ"kiad in f~~ 
rather to bJamt them. for their ctd~·I: 
awl }"i«a" the y~..g p;~ted~~i are'~ 

to 



to prove in bow thort a time fuch it poem 
has belen ftruck of!, it would be well to re:­
gret that they had not either taken a longer 

time, or forborne ftom writing at all; as 
in the former cafe the work would have 
been lefs defective, and jn the latter the 
writer would have difcovered more humi. 
lity amI felf.dillruf1. 

A gehcral ccl.pacity for knowledge, and 
the cultivation d' the undcrfl:anJing at 
large, will ;\hV.1Ys put a woman into the 
beft fiate "for direl1ing her purfuits into 
thofe particular channels wluch her defiin­
.nion in lift.. mdY ;tftcr\\'ard~ require. But 
the fuould be careful.y in(huCl:cd that her 
taknt~ are only a means to a Hill higher 
attainmcm, and that flit: is not to reft 
in them as :m end; th:lt merely to exercife 
them as infirlltncnt<; fOl the acquififion of 
{ame and the rromoling of pleafure, i$ 
fubveriive of her delicacy as a woman, 
..,d contrary to the fpirit of a chrUtiatl. 

Sll\1dy, therefore, is to be tonftdE!l'td as 
u.'inQJlS'.of ftrCDgth~lling the- Ma, .and 

of 
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of fitting it for h~her duties, juQ ll$ exer­
dre is to be confidered as an inftfumw . " 
for ftrengthening the body for the fame 
end. And the valetudinarian WIle) ill 

religioufly punCtual in the obfervallce of 
his daily r~dcs to prQmote his healfh, and 
refts in that as an end, without fo much 
as intending to make his impl'Ov«.>(j healdl 
an infirument (If increafeJ ufefulnefs, aeu 
on the fame low and felfifh principle with 
her who rends merely for plea[uTc and for .' 
fame, without any ddign of dtvoting the 
more enlar~e::d ~Uld imigorated mind to 

tbe glory of the Giver. 
But th~ ~e is on~ /",mall conGJer:1titm 

which would perhnp'l more effectually tfnd 
to damp in :m afpinn~~ woman rlw ardours 

of lit~'T.\ry n.nit), (I [p(':\1. not of real 
genills, thou[ih thue the r('mark often 
applli.!s) rhail any which {he will derite 
fr()lI\ moth'es of huxwlity, or proprioty, <or 

religion; which is" that in the jnd~tIl6'flt 

.pan'tJd on her performallcefl, fh~ "iU have 
19 ~nttr the mortifying cir¢,unfilnee 

of 
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.ci having-het fex always taken bHo k. 
,ount,. and her highei exertions ,,111 
probably be received with the qualified. 
approbation, thilt iJ is rlltlOf IJWVlortiin'itry 

for a 'U':9miUl. Men of leamiag. who Are 
ftalurallr inclined to dlimate workdn pro­
ponion ab they appear to be die l'efult of 
art, ftudyt and inlUtutioI4 are apt to COJ1,o 

fiper even the happier performances of the 
~ fex as tbe fponrancoua produCt:ioas 
Qf a fruitful but fhallow foil; and l'O give 

UlelU the {anl'c fort of praife which we 
beil.vw (;0 certain fallads, which often 
draw from us a fort of wondering cont­
nlt..'ndAtion; nor indeed as being worth 
much in themfdves, but becaufe by "the 
lightncfs of the earth, and a biPPY knack 
of the gardener, thefe indifierent CTeifei 

fpr.ing up in a night, and theH~fm.e one 
is (Lady to wonder they arc !lO wane. 

A» ~ men of icnfc" howr.Na', they a~ 
be me lefs inimical to the impr()'teA~ or • tbe olb« k-r, as tlacy tb.emtelres. will W 
_ tel he gainers by it; the en~t 

of 
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ef tile female uaderftanliiDg bMgtlwt tnOft: 
likely 1DCaDS to put an end tOithoMpmy 
C:a1is 'fIDd CODteJltidns \for equality whicJa 
femrJc inatterren \ to 'aAXioully rntinram. 
I Ji.y,fmatt.M!n, for b&ween tlte'fitft clafJ 
of both feRs-1be ~dn is DiuclJ tJ\ore 

rarely and ,at ways fn~ _perate1y 'agitat. 
ed. Co.opentioll Q.nd Mt 'd&nlpftition is 
iadeed the dar principle we wHh to ICe re­
ciprocaUy adopted bT thofe higher mindt 
in eaeD fex which l'ealir approximate the 
neareR to each other. The· more a wo­

man'.s \inderRandiug is improved, the mote 
obviouDy jhe will difc~rIl that there can be 
JW happinefs in any foaiety where there i. 
a perpetual ltruggle for power; and the 
Ulore her judgmtmt is rcrd:it'icd, the more 
,C\Cc:urate views will the take of the {bttioD. 
the -heJfeif was born to flll, and the JDOre 
teadily 'Will {he accommodate berfelf to it; 
"!hilo . the J1"IIOft vulgar and ill-informed 
wom.a. are ever moil inclinet:. to be tyrany, 
_ tbo.fc al\N.J1 ilnrggJe moll' vehemently 
for ,!K*V. wbo "WOUld not fail (0 make 

14 the 
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llae wmil uk: {)f it when attained. t11 •• 
the wclkeft fe-tl.foners are always the l1i1Oft 
pofitivc in t-kbatc; and the caufe is ob. 
viou~, for' tl1ry are unavoidably driven to 
mlintail'l their ptf tenfions by 'tiolence wha 
'Want ar~uments arul rea,(ons to prove that 
tbey arc in the right. 

There i\ th;<; (jn~;ltlar ditTerence between 
a woman vain ut her wit. .md a womart 
..til (It her beauty; that the oeauty, while 
the is anxinufiy alive to her own fame, i'l 
<>fu:n jndiier~'nt t nr'ugh about the beauty 
of other women; and provided fhe herfelf 

,i. fure of ) our admiration, fhe does not 

infift on your tb:ilking that there is an­
other handfome woman in the world: while 
file who is v:lin of her geniu~, more liberal 
at lcaft in her vanity, is je;\;Us for the 
honour of her whole [a, and contends for 
(he equality of their pretenfions, in which 
Ire feet$ that. o ... vn are involved. Ttle 
.. my vl\,!,iCl'es ber own rights, the wit~ 
tbe' fights of ~; the bea'ItJ fights 

r.: _lf~ tt. "it !or a party. '.a wIile 
the 



.JIULI....... I, 
.1IlOI'f~ ............ 
'-r, 

-.rouW but. .. Qpa tor life, 

_ public fpirited wit iruggla to ..... 

the SaIiqvo law' of iDtel1e6. ... to .. 
throne 

At the revival of letten in the flXtolatb 
tad the following century, the controvtrlJ 
about tbia equality was apated with more 
warmth than wifdotD; and tbe pJ'OCili 
1JU inftituted aud carried on, on the part 
of the female complainant, with dlat {gn 

of acrimony which always raifea a fWpicicm 
of the jullicc of any c:auf~ The Jlovelty 
of that knowledge which was then ~ 
oUt from the dawn gf a long dar~ nipt, 
kincI1t4 all the co. •• of the t'tmal. miD4 
and die ladies fopp zealouay for • por­
dQn.1 .. ,.... .bt:h tile N~ 

of~· .. """fo"'" 
IIi4a "' .. prat, lhey w • .,.. 

YOI.. U. c a&tvo. 



18 COMPARATIVE VIEW 

advocates aU thnfe needy authors who had 
any thtng to hope from their power, their 
riches, or their influence; and fo giddy 
did fome of thefe literary ladies become by 
the adulation of their numerous panegy­
tHh, that through thefe repeated draughts 
of itlcbriating praife, they grew to defpife 
the cl{uality £01 \\hich th~y had before con­
tended, as a nate below their merit and 
unworthy of their acceptance. They now 
fcorned to liti,gatc fur what they already 
thought th~ [0 obviuufty poU"eifed, and 
nothing fhort of the palm of fuperiority 
\lias at length conCldcrcd as adequate to 
their growing claims. When court-ladies 
and princelfes were the candidates, they 
could not long w:mt cl1ampions to {upport 
their c:lufe; by there champions female 
authorities were produced as if paramount 
to raas; quotatiolB" from there female 
authors ""ere confidcred as proofs, and 
:theg point.blank afi'ertions {toed for foUd 
and irrefragable arguments. In tbofe pa­
tafites who offered this- homage to female 

genius, 



g!Dhts, the homage W':is therefote the • 
effeCt neither of truth, nor of junice, nor 
of conviClion. It aroft: rather (lut of gra­
titude, or it was a reciprocation of IJattery; 
it ins fometimcs vanity, it was often dif. 
trefs, whi<!h prompted the adulation; it 
was the want of a patronefs; it WdS the 
want of a dmner. \Vhen a lAd}, and ef. 
pecially :ts it thw often happ(.ned, when' 
one \\ ho ,~a!:> nuble or ro) aI, fat with 
gratif)ing docilit} at the foot of a pro­
fdror'~ chair; when the admired the \1hl. 
lolc)phet, or took upon her to prolce\: the 
theologian, whom hi:. rivals among his C)wn 
fc'l: were Icuing t<, pieces, what could the 

grateful profdfor or delighted theologian 

do Ids in return than make the apotheofis 
of her \\ hn hold h .. d the penetration to 
dilcem hIS merit and the fpint to reward 

it? Thus in fdu it was not fei much her 

vanity as hIS own that be was often flat­
tering, though {he was the dupe of her mote 
deep and deligning panegyriH. 

o " But 
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Jut It is a little unlucky for me perpe. 
tUity of tbat fJan.e 'Wbith the enc:ouUaft W 
made Q~ to bh pauonei, in the nevet. 
4~ feCOrds of his v¢es and oratiom, 
tIlar in me revolution of a cennny or two 
the very names of the flattetec1 are nt1w 
.01\ " little known as the works of the 
ftatteters. Their menurial is perifoed with 
them·: an inftruaive leifon, that who­
ever beL\ows, or a{{'umes a reputation dif. 
'proportiqned ~o the merit of tfte claimant, 
,.-iU find it 'U little durable as folid. For 
this literary warfare which engaged futh 
1;foopa of the fecond-hand authors of the 
'Ie in queftion in .fuch continual fkir~ 
¥'l not a few pitched battles i which pro­
'fOkcd fo ~uc:h rancour, Co many volumes, 
and fo little wit; fa much vaIlity aAIi fa 
~uchJatter:y. prodp.ced. no u.fe.f;i,U or 1ajting 
dtca. ThQfe who pr~ .tbemfebes 
1hM their ~ wowd outlive "one ~ 

• Sklraatomt, Perc lc Moine.lloD£'. ThomM, fcc. 
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01 tOIUld ctenakr,lt 4Id _ .... , the 

_ of the CCIlUU'}' in which eM a,.ll-' 
mad.e;. aM thoro whttalfered ~~. b\., 
tnd tbofe wbo, greedQ, fnuif~ \lp * 
ftaea, are burie4 .. eke ra.c ~ 
oblivion 1 

But when the teJUple of JUlU fcemecl JO 
have been doled, or whea at w9tlt • 
peace was only occaflOnally broke by. 
flight and random fhot from the hand oJ. 
fome fingle' frraggler; it appears that 
though open rebellion had ·ceared, yet tbe 
female claim had not been leno~ l it 
had only (if we may change the metaphor) 
lain in abeyance. The conteft has recently 
been revived \fith added fury, and wkh 
multiPlied exaaions; for whereas the an­
cient demand wat merely a kind of Qua.. 
ginary prerogative, a fperculative import­
ance, a mere titular right, a Jhado;ry dUa 
10 a few unreal acres of Parna6ian terJi.. 
tory; the revived CODtebtioil baa tabs • 
more feriou. tom, aDd brings forwar~ .". 
litkat as well as intdloaual preta.fiOUI : 

c .1 aacI 
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1tA<i 1 among the innovations .of wi! inno .. 
vating period,. the imppfing term. of rrght" 
bps ~~ pfoQ.uced tQ {andify the cJclirn of 

QW'lfe~le pretenders, wi,th a view Jlot only 
to rekindle in the min& of women a pre­
fumptuous vanity dliliollomable to their 

• 
lex, but produced with a view to excite in 
their he:t\"fS an imlJiom, dif{;ontent with the 
poll which GQd has affigned them in this 
'World. 

But they little underHand the true in. 
terefis of wom~n \\ ho would lift her from 
the imporja~t dutit'~ ot her allotted nation, 
10 fill with fantafiic dignity a loftier but 
lef, appropriate niche. Nor do th, y under­
nand her trUt! hdppint!i<., \\ ho leek to an­

nihill1tc dHlinaiCln<; from which rte de ... 
rives lld\.\nt;!ge~, and 10 'f!ttempt iIwma­
·tions \\hich would 1.1eplcdate her real 
value. Fad} rex 1M\ its pwper excellencie~, 
\Vh~h u,(luld be loil were they mtlted 

.down into the common character by the 
'fufiQn of the new pt.ilofophy. 1rVhy iholll\l 
we do away diftillCHon~ "hi~h increafe the 

mutual 
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mutual benefit! and enhance tbe fati:sfac., 
tiona of life ? 'Whence, but by~, 
preferving the original marks -of ditferance­
flamped by the haJ'ld of the Creator, woul4 
be derived the fuperjof advantag¢of mixed., 
fociety? \lave men no need to have their 

rough angles filed oir, and 1heil ,iJatlb,.. 
neffes and afperities fmoothcd and pollihcd 
by affimilating with beings ~f more foft. 
nefs and refinement? Are the ideas of 
women naturally fo 't'Cry Judicious, are 
their principles fo tn'IJinabIJ firm, are. 
their views fo per/ealy correCt, arc their 
judgments fo romplaely exa8:, that thete 
is occafion for no additional weight, no 

fuper.lddl!d firength, no increafed clear­
nefs, none of that elllargement of mind, 

none of that additioI1al invigoration which 
may be derived from the aids of the 

ftronger fex? \Vhat iJeutity could ad­

vantageGufly fuperfs::de all enlivcningoppo­

faion and an interefting variety of chiu'ac-. 
ter ? Is it not then more wife u well aa 
more honourable to move contcnt~dly in 

c 4 the 
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lbe p1aln path. which Providence hat ob­
"louily"mark.ed out to the fex, and in. 
..vhich cuftorn has for the m()n part raOoD. 
ally coafirmed ~hem, than to firay awk., 
wardty, unbecomingly, and unfuccefsfuUy, 
in. a forbidden Toad? III it no~ dtfitable 
to be the lawful poffefi"ors of a ldfer do. 
fi\efiic {(~rritory, rather than the turbulent 
ufurpers of a wider foreign empire? to be 
good originals, rat her than bad imitators l 
to be the beft thing of one's own kind, 
ramer than· an inferior thing even if it 
were of an higher kind? to be excell~t 

women rather than indifferent men ~ 
Is the author then undervaluing her 

own rex r-No. It is her zeal for their 
true intcrcfls "'hich leads her to oppofe 
their imaginary rtgllf!. It is her regard 
tor their happinefl: which makes M' 
endeavour to cure them of a feverilh thirlt 
for fame; of an ambition as little becoming 
'the .delicacy of their female charaClet' as 
the moeknefs of their religious profeffion. 
A Uttle Chriftian humility and foher·mind. 

cdnef~ 
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edne(" are worth all the wild metatsh,fi~T 
difcuftion which has unfettled tM ~ 
of vain women~ and forfeited th& refpa! 
of reaiOnablc men. And the melt elabo­

rase de6nitaon of ideal rights, and tbro 
moft har~ mea-fures for attaining them. 

are of lefs value in the cyes of a truly 

amiable woman, than " that meek and 

" quiet fpirit, which is in the fight of God 

" of great price." 

Natural propenfitics beft mark th{ 

dcfigllations of Providence IlS to their 

application. The tin was not mori? clearly 

beflowed on the flfh that he {hould [wim, 

nor the \\ing giVCll to the bird that he 

/hould fly, than fuperior Ilrength of body 
.md a firmer texture of mind was given fO 

man, that he might pleiiJe in the deep 

and daring [cenes of a<:lion and of council; 

in government, in arms, in fcience, in 
c"ommerce, and in lhofe profeffions which 
demand a higher rea<.h, and a wider range 

of poweN, The true value of woman is 
not diminiilied by the imputation of in-

feriority 
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feriority in thcfr refpe8:s; file has other 
rcquif!tes better adapted to anf w(,!r the 
ends and purpofes of her bt;ing, by "HUlt 
'~ who does all things well;u who fuits 
.the agent to the aftion; who accommo­

dates the inflrume-nt to the wor~. 
Let her not then view with pining envy 

the kClll {;Ityriil, hUllting vice through all 
the Qoublings and winding-I( of the heart; 

the f.lt;!ltiOU8 politician, leading knates, 
and direCting the f:lte of empires; the 
acute Iaw)'~r, d<.:tr::ding; the nhliquitics of 

fnmd; and the t1.ilfuJ dram.ltilt, expofing 
the pre(('ldioHS of f(llly: but let her ambi­

tiO!l be conf()\eJ by reflecting, that thofe 

who tbm cxcd, to all that N.ltllrC beftows 
<:nd b,(Il-£- can Hath, mull add befides 
lh.lt c.'t.!umm'.te kno\\ It"dge of the world 
tn \\ h:<.h a dtlicatc WOt:1J.n has no fair 
,n'l nUt:~, <lnJ \\ hich even if fhe coulll at­

tain, {he \\('uLl never be fuppufcd to ha\e 
come 11l'/lc::tl h bv. . ., 

In alrno:t ;.)li tbat comet; tmJf..'T the de.-
fc:riptioll (,If polne kUterli, ill <l.1l that cap~ 

ti"~tL" 



,tivates by irnagery, or \'. Jrtll1$ by Jull and 
Pic.:tiug fcntiment~ W\!lilen are eJ(eelll'ilJlt~ 
'filey poa,{~ in a h.i~h dl!,~n;:L tliat delicacy 
and qukJ...nefi> of PLTccption, .1ll,J th,li Wt~ 

difcernment oet \\ ~en.. the bcauti! u i an J ue­
fl.di,c \\ hidl COIll!..:- under tll'! dt:nomin.­
,ljo~ of tade. Both in Wlntx'litilHI ,md 
action they CAcd in d~t"if::,; but they do 
not fo much gt'Ilcra1ize thl:lr id\:'dS a~ m.en .. 
nor do thl.lr mind~ ! l/'C a great fuLJcCi 
\\i:h i\) LuS~ ,\ gl.i~p. 1 hLy .ue acutc 00-

fervcl~, ami ,\(,-Ulatc judge> <Jt hIt: ;lnd 
Jllanncr;,~ a, tJ.1 ,IS thea own fpuu c (It ob. 
fen .itiun ("xtC!lJ" t bln they JeiLl i"e a 
fmaller (irei\:'. ;\. \\om . .m fec,> thl. worid, 
.l'l it \HIC, fmm d. hit\.... Lkvation in her 
own garJel1~ ",hence {he lTlakt.~ .m ('xJd 
fUl VI..) of home fLene', but t4ke'! not in 
that '101- iJer r .mge ()f dilLmt prorpeCl.b ~ Inch 
he \\bo ficlnd!> on a loftll:r CnlmcnCI! COin. 

mands. Womell IJ.l\c a certain tllll \\hich 
offen enables them 10 f"ei what j" .lun more 
infitmfaneoufly than they can de[me it. 
Th~y have an inluime renctratiotl into 

4 ch,ua(tcr, 
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dwacter, beftowed 01\ tlaem by P«ni .. 
dence; like the fenfitive and tender organs 
of (ewe timid animals, as a kind of na.­
tufal guard to warn of the approath t.i 
d1Jnger beings who are often called to aa 
defenfively. 

In fl1mming up the evidence, if I nJaY 
fo fpeak, of the different powers of the 
feltes, one may venture, perhaps, to a1fen, 
that women have equal parts, but are.in­

ferior in 'Ii..'holcnefi of mind, in the integr.u . 
unUcrftandlng: th" though a fuperlar 
woman may pofi'efs fmgle faculties in 
equal perfection, yet there is commonly a 
jUfi!!f proportion ill the mind of a fuperior 
man; that if women have in an equal de­
gree the faculty of fa..."lCY v. hich creates 
images, and the f.leulty of memory which 
colleas a.nd ftores ideas) they foem not to 
poKers in equal meafure the faculty of 
~mparing, combining, analyftng, and fe~ 
praUng thefe ideas; that deep "n41 patien~ 
dl.~g whidl goa to the bQtt9Ul of • 
fubjea; nor that power of auaageaaeru 

"rueb 
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wlW:lllmows 1ao\1' to link a thoufimd rOeIft­

ntded ide .. in one dependent train: 'tAt'" 
out lofing fight of the origlna1 idea out of 
"hich the reR: grow ~ mtd on which they all 
kang. The &male too, wanting it9.dincr, 
in her intelleCtual pur[uits, is per\)etuaUy 
tuincd afide by her cbaraCltriflic taftec 
and feelings. W'omnn in the career of 
genius, is the Atalanta, "ho will riLk 
Iofing the race by running out ('If her road 
to pick up the golden apple; while her 
male competitor t vtrut, ptl.haps., pof­
feOing gteater natuii'J fircngth or fwift­
nefs, will more certainly attain his objefl, 
by difelt purfuit, by being lefs expofed to 
the Wl1aions of extraneous beauty, and 
win win the race, not by excelling in fpee~ 
but by defpifing the bait ". 

• Wh;u indifpo{(1 even n:aConable \H>mt'll 10 

<;on«d~ itt thefe poInts Ui, that th~ wcakdl man in­
ftantly laya hold on the: concdiwn; and. on tbt mer~ 
pnurd of tee. 'PtbleS himfelf on hi. own ind)\'idlta) 

fuperioftty t ilftrrislr. tblt ihe row maD ;. ~ ID. ~ 'INIIU1l. 
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Here it may be juftly enough retorted; 
that, ;~s it is allo\.\-cd the education of 
wmnl!n is [0 udcdivt'~ the aUeged infert .. 
ority of their minds may be accounted fOf 

on that r.\TOund more juflly than by af~rib. 
ing it to thelT n,\tural make. And, indeed, 
there ib frl much trurh in Ihe rl~1l1ark, that 
till WUOIci) 0),111 b..: more reafonabl y ('du~ 
c3ttd, ,md till the native growth of their 
mind fhall ceaft! to be !tinted and cramped, 
we have no jufie:- ground for prolH'ul1cing 
that their utH.lt;1 ibn'\f~ h,l~ ahc'Hl) realh~ 
ell jIb highcn attainable point, than the 
('Illnde v.ould 11,)\(, for affirming tll.lt 

thdr women hJve Jft,lined to the greatefl: 
pofllLle pcrfcdion in walking, while th(, 

tirt! cafe i~, dunnt~ dkir jnf,lIle)" to crip­
ph: their let.t. .\t kafl, till the female feg 
are more <:urcfllll) illttrUI kJ, thi~ qm:llk'n 
will ::\1\\ ~ ys rcnuin as u ndecilled as to the 
d,-grCl of ~liirer~nce bct\vc::cn the mafculine 
allJ feminine undcrfLmding, as the qudtion 
bet\\C:Cll .hl! unJl.!rfraudings of blJ.cks and 
",bhcli; for until AtricOl.lls iUld Europeans 

ar~ 
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are put mote Jlearly on :t par in the culti. 
vation of their minds, the {hades (If diftine­
tion, if any there be, between their native 
powers can never be fairly afccrtaincd. 

And when we fee (and who will dClly 
that 'we fee. it frequently?) fa many WC'­

men nobly riling from under all the pref~ 
fure of a diradvantagcous education and a 
defct1:ive fyacto of lociety, :md exhibiting 
the molt unambiguous. marks of a vigorous 
lIndcrftanding, a corred: Judgment, and a 
ftell~1')b l,VI:.tJ', ;1 .rt,'mi4tJs Me c.f J.W>.ft: JJU!)" 
ing lights which have now anJ then burtt 
out through all the" darknef::. vifibll''' of 
the Romilh church, have difincurnbered 
thcmfdvc;; from the gloom of ignorance, 
fhaken ofl' tbe fettl.!fl; of prejudice, and 

rilen fuperior to all the errors of a corrupt 
lheology. 

But whatevC'r charaCl:eriltical diftinaions 
may exill.; whatever inferiority may be 
attached to w~)man from the flighter name 
of her body,. or the more circumf~iibed 
powers of ber mind; from a lefs fyfrematic' 
education, and· from the fubc:dimlte Aa: 

tWa 
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don the is caUed to fill in liEe; there is ODe 

gteat lad leading circllmftance .hith rail. 
ker importance, and even eflablHhe. her 
equality. Cbrlftianity has exalted women 
to true and undifputed dignity. in Chrill: 
Jl:fus, as there i. neither" rich nor pOor," 
"bond nor free," fa there is neither" male 
"POl female." In the view of that immor­
tabty, which is brought to light by thIS 
gofpel, {he has no fuperior. Women (to 
borrnw the idea of an excellent prelate) 
make up .one half of the human race I 
equally with men redeemed by the blood 
of Chrift. In this their true dignity con­
fHh; here their beft pretenfions reft, here 
their higheft claims are allowed. 

AU difputes then for pre-eminence be­
,!ecn the rexes have only for their object 
the poor precedence for a few {hort years, 
the attention of which would be better 
QCYOtcd to the duties of life and the inte .. 
rea. of eternity • 

.bel as the final hope of the female fex 
;. "lui, JO are their prefent JlleI.DI, per­
b'fII,: .. ro favourable. aDd their opporta-

14 nines, 
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l1itie&, oftea, left obAruaed Wan ~ of 
the other fex. In their ChriiUan __ 
women bt.\'e every fuperi.or advantage, 
whether we confider the natural uuake of 
their minds, !h«r 'eifure tOr acquifition in 
youth, or their fubfequently lefs expofed 
mode of H're. Their hearts are natUrally 
10ft and ftexible, open to illlprdliodl of 
love and gratitude; their feelings tender 
and lively; all thefe are favourable to the 
cultivation of a devotional fpint. Yet 
\\>i\ile we remiTld them of the~ benefits, 

they will do well to be on their guard left 
this very fOfmers and duCtility lay then. 
more open to the feduaions of tempta­
tion and error. 

They have in the native cOllfiitubon of 
their minds, as well as from the relative 
fituations they are called to fill, a certain 
fenfe of attachment and dependence, 

which is peculiarly favourab14 *> feligi~n. 
They {eft,. perhaps, more ~"IIJte 
waar of, a ftrength which if J.lO~/\}tIttJr 

own. Chtiftiabity tirlap a.at ~ 
WJI!,. n. 1) duccd 
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duccd t1rength; it comc~ in aid of their 
conlci211s \\ cat.nel", aud Ofi(;fS the only 

true c(Junt';:rpoife to it. "'Joman, be 
" tbou bt'dled of IIi;,!.; infirmity," il$.,jlill 

the heart.cheering Lu.&uagc of a gradous 

S,iJ"iour. 
'VulUcn .,.1fll btin:~ to the flu{ry of Chrin:~ 

j,mity fe\\ U' of tho • ..: rirCiuJice.> which 
p;;rl~Hl'> \:1' the uthl r k'\. te,o ul1en ('arly 
cumrad:. Men, from tbtir eLdli! ,II nlll­
eatioll, acquire a Hml1 ti plrti,tlity for the 

manncr" ~)j P.l!-;an autilluit), <11hi th:..: 

uocumcat!\ of P.l.g::m pt.i!dt~\ph'i: thi" to­

gether with tlw il\\pun: taint cuttp,ht from 

the Ioufe \.laIC! iprinl1s of t heir poct~, anti 
tht' liccntiou. tmguagc nen of their hir~ 
tori.l.II:!, (in WhOlll \~C rcafonably look for 

more gravity,) often weakens the good 

impt dlions of \ OUllrt men, and at klfi , ,:) 

cOllfufes their iJc.ts of !jicty, by mixing 
th,'m with fo m,l('h heterogent'ous matter. 

Their very fpirit:; arc imL,ucd all the week 
,~ith the impure foBit's of a depraved my­
thology ; and it is well if even on Sunday:> 

they 
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they get to hear of the U true Go{I, ::md Jcfus 
" ChriJl whom he h,l~ felll." 1V16ik \\'().. 
men, thQtl).ih finl(!;£Jing v,,-ith the fame 
natural corruptions, luwt' C0llltnon1y lcrs 
knowledge \') unknow, and fewer fchemes 
to unle.lnl; th~y hu\"c not to Olake off 

the prillc· of l~ ItLlll, atjJ to di!encumbcr 
their minds hom the ihacklc:; of favourite 
theories: ttwy til) not bring from the 

porch or the JcaJcmy allY .. opPQlitions 
" of fcicncc" to obHrm t their reception 

of thofe purt' dottrinc~ tau~ht on the 
Mount: dodrines which ought to find a 
readier emrance into minds uninfcct<:d 
'" ilh the pride of the fchool of Zcno, or 
the libcniuitm of th.1t of J:picurus. 

And ,13 women .1rc naturally more af. 
fcdionatc than {,\l1idio\l1:\; th('y .lTC likely 
both to read ,md tn ht::'.If \\ irh a Icrs cridoal 
fpirit than men: they will not be on the 

watch to de!i::(t error~, to mudl as t() ga­

Iher itnprovemUl!; tllCY have fcldom tl13r 
hardnds which is acquired by d!:aling 

deel'ly in books of controverfy, but are 
n 2 mote 
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IDOre inclined to works which quicken th~ 
QeVOU4Pa1 feelings, tban to fuGh as awaken 
a fpirit of doubt and foepticifm. They 
arc lera difpoled to <:OIlfidcr the com­
t>Oiition$ they perufe, ai maurills on which 
to ground objeCliollS and anfwen, than 
It' help$ to faith and rules of life. vVith 
thefe advantages, however, they fuould 
alIa bear Ul mind that theh impreffions 
_ing often lef~ abiding, and their reafon 
~$ open to couvk1iop, by means of the 
Q;tong c\ idences which exii1 in favour of 
t.he truth ~f ChrHU.nity, " they ought, 
" tberefore, to give the more carneft 
'" heed [0 the things which they hal'. 
'" heard. left at any time they fhould let 
It them flip." 'VolUen are alfo, from their 
Oomefiic h-.bits, in poffeffian of more leifure 
_09 UiUlquillity for religious purfuits, as 
well ... fecurcd from thoK difficulties and 
~ptatiOl~ to \\ hieh men are e.xpofed iQ 

. the tumult Df a buftling world. Their 
1l.y~ are I\lore QllifOl"IU. ler" agi~ by 
~ ~ona the, bufi;.etlCs, the ~~o~ 

tbe 
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the i&ock of opinion. and of infetefts 
which convulfe (he worM. 

If we have denied them the talent. 
which might lead them t.) excel IS ta;rym, 
they are prekrved from the peril of ha,iug 
their prinCiples warped I>y that too indif. 
criminate defence of right and wrong, to 
which the profeffors of the law are ~ .. 
pofed. If we fhould queftion their title to 
eminence as mathematici:m~, they are h:tp* 
pUy exempt f"om the dangq to trhith 
men devoted to thltt fdence are faid to be 
HabIt; namely, that of looking for demon­
ftratlon on fubjefu, which, by their 'er, 
nature, atc incapable of afiording it. If 
they are lefs converfant in the powers of 
nature, the ftrufrute of the hunun frame, 
and the knowltdge of the heavenly botner, 
than pbilofophe!1l, phyftcians, and aftron<> .. 
merit; they arc, howcTcr, delivered from. 
the error into which many of each af there 
lmve fometimes fallen, t mean from "fb~ 
fatal b.bit of refting Tn fecorn:1 camel, in­
ilead of referring all to the firft ; inttead of 

1) 3 makhti 
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making " the heavens declare the glory 
" of God, and proclaim his handy work;" 
inLlead of concludmg, wh<'11 they obli::Tve 
"bow fearfully and wonderfully "e arc 
" made, marvt.llous are thy works () Lord, 

" and that my foul h.llowt..lh right \\ell." 
And let the weaker fex t~ke cO'1'fort, 

llL.lt in their \ <.ry t.xt:mption JrOl'l prh i­
leges, which they arc {nmetill1e~ dlfpo!eJ 
to eov), conhtb thLil f .. cdr!t; and their 
happincli,. i i 11CY en),)\" nut the dif. 

t 

tinftiom 0f public lire ,\lld hlf,h ofil(C~, do 
they not tfcapc the rdponl hlhly attacheJ 
to them, and the 11101t.fl .!twn of bling 
difmiiJcd flom them? II the) have no 

"oice in ddlb.:r.lti\ e a!remhlil'~, do they 
not avoid tht! iu.hi of dUly wnulcred ",ith 
IUch privilige~? PI t:pofierom p .. ins have 
bec;n taker! to cx< ire in \~om(:'n all uncafy 
jealou{y, that thlil t.dents arc ndthel rc­

;warded \\ith public honours nor cmolu­
l'Q.Cntll in life; Dor with infcriptions, fta­
tues, and. maufoleums after death. It 
haa been abfurdly reprefen.ted to them as 

a hard-



OF T!fE :~:u. 39 

a hardlhip. th.t while they are ppcaed 
to pcrtufm dutietl, they muft yet be~. 
tented to rclinquilh honours, and I'll»ft, 
ullJullly be compelled to r~nounce fame 
,"\hilc they rouf\: fClluioufly labour to de­
fcn'c it. 

Hut for Chrillian women to ait Qll tho 
low vil'WS fuggdted to tht'tll by tbdr ill­
judging pancg}Ti(h; and to lOQk up with 
a giddy head and a throbbing heart to 

honours and rcnumeraliool>, fo Huh: luit~ 
to the want~ and (apatities of'J.n immortal 
fpirit, would bt, no lds ridiculoul.> than if 
Chrillian hcTl.)CS ihould look back with 
envy on thl.: pagan rewards of'ovatiotls t 

oak garland,. p.lrfky crOWIIS9 and laurel 
t 

wreaths. The Chrirtian hope more Ihan 
reconciles Chrill.i,m \,omcn to thefe petty 
privations, by fUbfl:ituting a nobler prize 
for their ambition, " the prize ~;t the high­
" calling 9f God in Chrj(t Jefus ;H by fub­
ftituting9 • for that popular ana fluauating 
voice, whicb may cry,·" Hofuuna" and 

D 4 " crucify" 
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",~:r.~", in a breatk "that '" 4vour of ~ ~~Ji , 

". Goiwhich; is eternal:Iife." 
li women· ihould lament the difadv:m­

.atta.ched to their [ex, that their cha­
siB:cr. is of fo delicate a texture as to be 
fWlied by the {lighteR: breath of calumny ~ 
aad . that the l1:ain is indelible; yet are 
~ not led by that very cir~umftanc.e 
~re brfrinclively to fhrink from all thofe 
inegularitiea to ""hich the lofs of charaCter 
ilJ'o much expefled to be attached; and 
to fhun wi.th keener circumfpe<:uon the 
-.non diftant approacb towards the confines 
of danger? Let them not lament it as a 
bardfhip, but account it to be a privilege, 
tb.at tbe .delicacy of their rex impels them 
more krupuloufiy to ;woid the very ap­
peattnce of evil, 'and that the confcioufnefs 
oltheir dangtt rerves to [ecure their purjty, 
by ~g them at a greater diftance 
rr.mth~ eVil itfel£ 

Fhough it be one" main obje8: of t1Us 
I!ttlc ~~ rath~ to loWer than to raife 

any 
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any de6re of cd.cbrityla me ~~; 
yet I would awaktnit ,to ajdl fen1'itaty 
to hondl fame: l",p'ould call 011 WO_ 

to refiea that ,our rdigion hu ,not'" 
rpade them heirs toa bldfed imDlOfhtitr 
hereafter, put has greatly raifed ·them Ul 
the fcale of being here, by lifung (Mu\·te 
an importance in' fociety unknowtl,to' ~ 
moft pollUted ages of antiquif)t. '1'he''tf,i 
!iglon of Chrift has even bellowed a degree 
of renown on the ft.'" beyond what an, 
other religion ever did. Pe,baps there 
are hardly fo many virtuous womea.{fdt 
1. rejeCi: the long catalogue whom. their 
vices have transferred from oblivion. t4 
infamy) named in aU the pages of Greek 
or Roman Biftory, a.~ are banded down 
to eternal f;,l1ne, ia a few of thore Ibort 
chapters Wilh which the Great ApofUe to 
the Gentiles has concluded hisepillb to 
his converts. Of" devout and honour. 
" able womcn/' . the facred fcriptures1'e~ 
cord "not a few'" Some: of the mol 
affecting (cenes, the moll iDterefiing mar. 

action., 
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aCtioll~' and the mon touching converfa­
rions which arc reC'olde::d of the S,t\j,)Ur 
of the world, p Iffi,d with women. 'J 1,( Y 
are the firfi Ltn.lri-t J as having " mim[· 

.. tered to llim of their fubftaucL. t' 'Tlmrs 
'''as tbe pralle ot nor abandoning t.hdr 
defPlfed Rc,kcmcr ,.htn lh "as led to 
cxecution, ,lilt! under .. ill the hopdefi> 
circumltJ.ncls of illS I~nominiuus death; 
tlJtJ appcar to hoi\ e been the /aft attt..nd" 
iiuJ at his tomb, and tbe jzrjl on the 

nlorrung \¥hcn he arofe from it. 'Thl.rn 
was the privile~t' of receiving the carliefl: 
confobuion from th~ir filcn Lord; tbdrr 
"AI$ the honour of be:il)~-; lulL commiffion­
cd to a.nnounce his glOl ious rdurreClion 
t() the world. And e\ en to [umil1t heroic 
.canfefio.rs, dc\~)tcd f.urm, and uufhrinl­
ini martyrs to the Churdl of Chrin, lla, 
4lot ~ the c.xclufi\ c honour of the 
~rfex. 
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CHAP. XIV. 

CONVfR';.il.TlON.-lIinls fi~'{gejld Dn til, 
Jitbjt'fI . .a...()n the ttmpc"s .nd dfp9/itimt 
/0 IN' mtrvdt«d in rt. -- Errors II 1M 
a~'oIJG'd. - Vawly und-r:T 11aril1uJ j/JapJt .. 
("(]fife rf t hoje trrt..rJ. 

T m: icxes will naturally defire to appear 
to each other. fuch as earh -believes the 
other will heft like; their converfat'ion 
witt aft tt.'ciproc.dly; and each fex will 
appear mOT\! or lefs rational as they per .. 
ceive it \\ ill more or Ids recommend t.hem 
to the other. It i~ therefore to be regret­
ted, that many men, even of difHnguiJhed 
fenCe and It.'atning, are fo apt to confider 
tIle fociery of ladies. as a {cene in' 
which to reft their underllandingQ, 1'a.tlstr 
than to exercifc them; while ladiet. in're­
turn, are too much addiClcd to make their 
court by lending themfelves to dU. ipim 

of 
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(If trifling; they often avoid to make u[e 
of what abilities th<:y have; and afre« to 
talk. below their natural and acquired 
RPyors of mind; confjJering it as a tacit 
;md welcome flattery to the underfiandillg 
(If men, to renounce the exeroife of their 
own. 

NO'w fince tafic ano principle> thus mu­
tually pperate; men, by keeping up con­
verfatIon to irs proper fianoarJ, would not 
only call into exercife the po\\crs of mind 
which women actually pofTef$; but would 
even aW'dken in them new energies which 
they do not know they pofft.f~; and men 
of fenfe would fmd th~ir account in doing 
this, for their own talents would be more 
highly rated by companions who were bet­
ter able to appreciate them. And, on the 
other hand, if young women found it did 
not often recommend thull in the eyes of 
'~ore whom they might willi to pleafe: to 
~ flivol<*s and fuycrflCial t they would be­
~ more fedulous in corretling their 
on habits. Whenever falhionable womeA 

indicate 
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indicate a relHh for infrruetive converfauon, 
men will not be apt to hazud what i, vain, 
or unprofitable; much lefs will they ever 
prefume to bring forward what is 100ft 01' 

corrupt, where fome fignal has not been 
previoufly given, that it will be acceptable. 
or at leaft !'hat it will be pardoned. 

l.adics commonly bring into company 

minds already too much rela."ed by petty 
J>urfuits, rather than oycrflr.uncd by in­
tc.nfc application; the littknef" of the 

employments in \\ hich they ~r\! ufuaUy 

engaged, does not fu (. ... h,wll their fpirits 
as to make them Hand in need of that 
reiJx.ltion from comp,m y \\ hkh fcvcre 
;' pplication or ()VCT\7t hdming bufmef~ 

makes rcquifitc for fiudio\.l!> or public 
men. The due confiJcration of this cit.­

cumfl:ance might fave to bring the [exes 
more nearly on a level in fociety; an,t 
each might meet the other half_; for 
that degt'ce of lively and eafy c~tion 
which is a necefi:1.ry rcfrdhment to, the 
learned ~nd the bufy, would not &crQ{e 

14 m 
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'" pleafanxne& by, ~cing tpatk of fo rational 
3. ca(1- as would' yet fomewhar raifc the 

't. ," t 
~ of '«P~;"'ho CQnunonly feek fo-
,dety, '1$ a Jut'l( ,af plcafure, not as a 
'1!1uge from iI~\cnfeJhought or cxIlau{cing 
labour. 

,~t is a difadvanrage e\'en to dfofe women 
wbo J...cep the heft ,coonpany, that it is un· 
happily almoil dlabhthetl into a h item, DY 
tbe other [ex, to po\ipone·cvl.ry thillg !ike 
infirllflive dilcourfe l;n the lad! .. are with. 

drawn; d;Cir rLtrc1t fervi!) .... a,; a kind of 
• 0 

f~n.l for the cxcrcifc of intdkEt. And in 
(he few cak,; in which it happen:; that, Iy 
impottant di~cufiion tilku pl.:cc in their 

prcift:ncc, they ~tre for the moft part con. 
(~red as having little intcldt in fajou:. 

,lubjei:1s. Strong truths, wht11c\'tr fut.:h 
'happen to be .uhlrdfnl to them, are either 

diluted with Batterv, VI' k"pt back in part, 
~ ~ned ~o their tafte; or if the ladies 
~'wlih for information on any 
~ ;b't'y are pu't off with a compliment, 
~ "of a reafon; and are confidered 

as 
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ott beings who!U'e GOt e~ t.o 'fee and 
to judge of fhings as they rtalty ~, 

Do \\c then willi to fee the ladies, wh. 
opportunities leave them tn nmompctent, 
and the mOlkl1) of'Wbofe rex ()Ught ~ 
to .dl(,\\ thun en.'tl to beadhining .. '" 
are able ;.!...do we with to fee them tiak. 
the lead in n~tftaph)'fical dift}Uifttion.? .Do 
Wt' \\ dh them to plunge L'uo the depdf.t 
of thtOlo)c 11 polemics, 

n~l y,' \\;fh tl'. m to revive tbe 'Illimo.. 
litH .. , of the Bl"r Ili.ln ct.lltrowrfYt or to 
d· iclc' thf pr)(, 1, b, tWf.l;1\ the: Jcfuh 
,'Id the n,·c propofitlOlh of Jlntefirt\f'l 
D l \,c willi t) (.!lIhrc,ne thcm in, th'e pfd:. 
ftlfor'\ chair, If(}~!ilivcroraclcb) harangues. 
anJ JIITl.TtJrions? tei' weigh f~le 4! 
e .. Cl y nt;W p iOd uClion in 01 
~jnti!iau~ or to regulate 
dramatic compofition by 
Or renouncing thofe fon.ign 
we defire to behold them, l'O.1:Iat<m 

their 



... cow. $7JOII. 

" .. _'sO I powatt. 't, I lug to fbib 
_ ........ _, .... trit:IIIt6 auxitt) 

10 .......... ......, fails, II!d ... b 
a Ilia .. ..."iL' tD plcaf'e, wbIdl -...... / 

All thio be far from thew !-But we '" 
1riIs ... fee the _,a&tiou or well·bred 
WOIIIIIl mcued from vapid comftlOn 
p-. from ualJuaellioc .. ,tic. from 
ukc and bALk.ncycd com~, from. 
&ltoIoua ~f .. r""" falre fcoJibiHty, 
froID I 'warm intutn about tbiDgs of no 
mqrDCIll, and an indifercooc to topics the 
.". "J»O!Unt ; I'rom a eoad vanity, from 
obit ~8' of relf.loYe, uhlbitiDg 
III!t oadcr doe fmilios _il< of aa ClIps • 
..... ~. ODd n- all the flailiou. 
_.,,. tIIiiciaI....... w. d. 

~ .... 0 .... ia poIijbed IDd "-'- It.. ~_ -"'L .-& -r u..:; 

... R ... ,' f Ii' .pilldoo. 

""" - eGIIIipod-. 
u 



... 
aa" &00 .s, Je ...... » • " 
~ .". s' u; S D'J a 
Loc ....... -...-IIo~1l ........................... ...., ... 
;oiia '0 WIt OR lofer 1iII>joII., liaR t. 
'0 fU!left that 'bey JIIoaId .... ...,. 
{eare. 6 ... • .,1 ..... pI.~ &.lIiIIiI 
<OIIWOIlfubjoat, oh.bleb, ar..r.u, ..... 
,b. bunnors and the ..... _ .. <I _ 
kiDd m..a be In • sr" ....,.,. .... 
up. 

1. I. '00 woII known hvrr _ die 
• • dread of ... po'" pedmvy k""" oW .. .., 

.hing drat Yerga -.nb '--I, and die 
,error of inlpu ........ h.6 .... fta ..... 
anylhlDg lila< approKbeo ,oflri*''­
verbtion; 10 thai: tM: two Iopia w1Iida 
-peculiarly dilIinpIIo us, u nziaaoI .. 
inl-w being., ... .., ..,...s -' . 
in. ~ ...... j4IwcI &_dte..., 
of nQaul .. Ie "u-a •• s........ 
we ..;pc ........... ",..., po 01-
tben;vr-' .. .... & ....... rd. 
ban .......... ~" .,. 

v ..... u. • ,. 
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..". rOPl!! ........ ~ .. 110m dto''I)<d. 
JP ~ ~~_of "IclJcilu:ll, 
~4 me bliefhRs 01 rC!'lig~ iHt.crcourfe, 

!>i.*ir.: C\ie 1eariic4 ... orld hao {ow ....... 
~ infenc<l wtl~ pccIaIIts, and Ihe reli. 
IiolM .-.trld with fa.natici. 

As in the momc:l\fOU' PM in which 
we li.\.~ it it nnt 10 i~mble to pari all 
creoin" ia couliW"f but the calk wiU fo 
~ le..-ea to politics, ~, wilbou~ 
~prcmcdiwed dcl"I,fI, every one prerent 
IhaU iiU.llibly gel 10 k ..... 10 "hieh ode . . ,.. 
d)e: otber irlcliaff; wby. in the fol.r higher 
~of C'ferna1 lhin~1 fhoulu we fll 
Oicfllily {bUD every offered opportunity or 

C'tt~ D catual tc:ftimony to the part 
in religion? Why. while we 

it a !tnt of pOiDt of ctlOtcience to 

DO :aa,;sbt OA ,he: mind of a ar.mger J 

the pl"J 01 Pin or roX', 
10 ... it W!rJ problem •• 

'l1li boIoac .. God or B,.11 
• welt .. in politici, 

people who, ha,ing 
thor 



cllll"ill tIw. ~ 
thti"U at ft_t, _ ""* ~ IIIid 
then .dYe.,;,,! r." • ..,mttll to Ihc: Of,j.a 
bf their grand coo'cern, and drop~pgl ar 
ltall, an inddental bUlmatioD of the ficle 
to which they btlong 1 

["en l..,C newt of the day, i:a rllCh III. 

evcmful period as ,be p,,('('mt, 1Dayleact 
frequent occati6ns to a W(lmIn 01 priD. 
ciplc (0 decb.re, without par-uk, her Faith 
in a moral OO\'trDOr of the wotld.; her 
truft in a particular Providence ; bef belief 
in Ihe Divine Omnipotence;.bu co,uP 
dmce in the power of Cod, in edudn, 
good from el'i1, in hit employing wicked. 
nations, not at faVOUrilet but inftrumeotl f 
her perfualion that prdent fuccdt iI DO 

proor of the divine {;avour; in o,on, rome 
intimation that (be i. DOt alhamtd ro de­
dare 1Dat hc::r mind is under lbe inftUCllCt 
of chrillim faith aDd prblci# A ~ 
concurrence in QhibitiDg Ibit (pirie ~ 
decided falrb IJld holy frull., 'OO1IIIi ~ 
ctivably c!ifc:ourall" .hal P"':' ~ 
"bKh " eYe' 00 II><! ftIdI .. pro~ 

I • 1ISoII': 
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:o~ ....... '" "'-lJ!tIfIr obforwl,lf JI!!l..s.,t.. ~ Cr_ rheir 
_ 1". ~. cIi~ but reftefl 100.. Iheir 
~ are ropcaO!d aad rheir ,urhorir, 
__ ' ibq. _ld be fo ~ Ihcir guard. 
&/.p;.ii.r.J focicty .ughr become a fc<ne 
<l pcnI impr<lY ........ aod ihe young, 
WhO II!" IoolUng (Or modell on .. bleb *a rhcadOlv... wouJ'd become a'ta1lilidos ally thing like I,vily. 
.. ', '. or popIw>ener .. 

Let it '" ....a.raaoc!. rloat It I. not meant 
10 inrimar, ,hat (eriouo fubjelb Ibould 
.. up the bulk of COIIverfation ; lhil, as 
" » impolfiblt. would al(o often be im~ 

I, is not intended to fuggell that 
~ be abruptly introduced, or un. 

loIoobl, prolonged; but only th .. they 
DOt ... fyft<matic:all, Ihunned. not 

~~lII4.of l .... ricUi" "du.~ on rhe per­
...... popriety. hazard. 

~~~~~ 01 It iI (!\·idcnt.., 

~;=.~~~~= ofUri~, if ID iporauce 
§ of 



NMV.' ,., 
of tl>e rroc palUre 01 duIIIIoiIrj ~ 
avoid it on rbe principle os""" by the 
,»18'1 phrllre of rhe donger 01 pIoyin, ;.;& 
edge rool. Thor eonochc of ..... iii 
fomething which UJyolvtl conDOter" aDd: 
difpure, .. 4 ",ircllief; IDrnerhln, of an 10. 
llammatory nature, wbich it to ftir up iii 
hurooul's and b.ured; III of. Con of puff­
b\lf'indi, which (etl friends at wariaD«. Set 
much i, this notion adopted, that I bay. 
(een announced two worb 01 CGDGdmblc 
merit., in which it ""u Ripula .. an at­

tl"ll8ion, that the fubjca of rcligioa, at 
being likely ro atire anger and panJ. 
dillinaioru, a.oold be wduoy ... Iuded. 
Such i. the worldly ide> of rhe rplrlt 
of that rdigion, whoi'< dired objea It 
was to bring U peace and good wiD to 
men ,,. 

'Vomtn tOO little me or coM'att up 
to their underflandingt; and howewer _ 
have deproeared al'ell:uion Ot' J>ed*rT. 
let it be mn .... ben:d; that bGtb ill ..... 
and con\'effing, the anderil.,.... IfI'ii 

• 3 



'-"'1>111ni1cbinc ,Ilia 1IlIopia!. U.by 
~ _it .... , _ a,..;n to all ;. d •• 

~~ irwiII 0: (ore 10 Cain (o,netlling. 
lllind. loY ...... y. applying I,r.lr '0 00 • 

.... itdcnr h& Ie¥ei, COftma, it. dimeo • 
... ., aad Ch,'" itfftf to the Ji3t', and 
..... ilrelf '0 tIto \oycf. of .he objell 
.. which it it eon'l'c.rfau(: wbile the 
'-'wtddl it 'lftiveand afpiring, expand • 

... it!"tU', IfOW' larger by tx.ercife, 
..... by ......... d rith., by com· 
•• ,bdoll; 

... !he 1IAe of general fociety i. not 
! ........ .t. to improvement. 'Inc. (eriouf­
tadtwitb which tbe mon fti"oloul fubjelt • 
....... • iIattd, and the kviry witb which 

mof\ feriOUl ~ dirparcbed, be41f a. I"''''''' enCl propr.nion to each other. 
~ 100 is • (ort of ~~ie lamhotn; 
u.. ..... " pcrpctoolly Grilliog. In ,hi. 

I~::~~:*~.~ .. :.a~.o(thtmmotf;-' 
i~~~~; rafldoft of rbeprd'fIlt mj.. 
• wfIiIe ill ..... , it 1c>d. to tho 
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Cl<khatioo al ,cal kMwl..tgo; .. .. 
Camctirn.. ltd ..... ,h. goy "'" ~ 
'0 the aIf<6a,ioo al IIIWog • Ij>ri6. 
liDg of fciencc \1;it~ tho mar. of a· 
palioll. The aoabitiOA '" Ifpe:uiltc CD be 
. ·cll·info"",d br<okt OIl' ..... in. tWo 
uiaen who \Io'ill not (pare Ii. (rom Ua4it 

. pleafurublt: l\ijr(u;,. rumcient lor ..... 
i g Ibat,lulf) ... lc:dt~ot wRich, 00.",,'.," 
repu\J.uon it Co dcfinblc. A littLe Cm.attG'-
iog of philofophy often' tht pu. 
fuiu of Ihdr day. without '0' u.n 
from t,hc "anhiCi of Ihe nighl. Ii, Qourr, 
letha .. <,In, aum,rabIo .IM .. , fo, _ 
Jightening Ihc undcrJ'bndiD,) it "Ol r ..... 
tcfoned to a'l a. mean, to fubftit»1e. 
appca.r:mce of knowkdg~ for tbe Ii . 
of application; but whttc dw ......,.. 
help iJ auended m~rcl, like .ny cUer 
public exhibition, IUd i J¥)t (ur&ha'CII. 
correfpondcnr reading at bc:tcDc, if 
C,,,,.. '0 ret olf ,~, reality o[ il[ 
wi,h ,he. delia.ioo al IkilL .B.I,ii·~pII 
pf producing ill WOI ... ~ • ,...~4l!Il'] 

I • 



)fr ................ . 

IiWU" ....... wkIl" fomiIiority &lid 
.... ; •• wWeb , 
.... tilt a." m'ct. ... .at _~ (~ 
.... k DOt ba more modeft: even rot 
dJDIJ: who are I*ttet tnIormed, to 8'foid 
t1Ie toflllDOft wfe of recbnial lenni when­
..... 111. Idea can ~ .. well <oDYeyod with. 
oat them ~ For it argues no real ability to 
... the,.."", 01 tool" the..ab&lity lies in 
IcIIniDg tbeir tft: aDd while it i, in 1M 
thins, aod illite Lhe.lerm, that reallwow­
..... eoofiI., tbe <fulTge of pedanuy i, 
'nwbrd to the "re of the term,..., wbic:b 
-...w IIO! auad> '0 the knowledge of the 
fi:IoDcc. 

Ia .he fU:IIIty of fpeaking w.U, ladie • 
.......... happy promptitude oJ tumitig 
dIIIr -.. od1azolop "' 'ecotIIIt, that 
..... _ .., ""'" though they bave 

.... ' a nk 0( r",Wt, yet, 
r..ua, iD poofdiag' ftoom the 

~~~==~.: .. :~~~W4~:~~ ~ hu&y Iifd. _ o&<n abibit 
...... _ IrfUlU"'eDt 

of 
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of iIylr, wIIhooI, b .... g 1IIkI1IlI..,,1AI. 
1>.. of < ltion. Mcry......, 
koowkdge """"'" It> ~ ... .-
of obfenatioo, ..tI<&Ioo, ........ roI ..... 
f ... ","fully ""........ y., ...... 
other baM it romflimcl ba~ .... 
'aa-tel of no (':onlanpeibk: JWunl ... 
art too re:uly 10 pl'Oduu, nO( only JMMIaa. 
tie ttprtflions, but ~ nation • .I aDd 
Ilit! oftener to briog f"",arJ obvioua and 
hackneyed tt'lrultU, which 1M, on the 
very rurfacc of. rubjc:lt, with impotla, 
air of TeCC'lU innntlort, and :t11 the v nilf 
of cotifcioUl difco\-c:ry. 'ThiI is b.:ca"lc 
Iheir acquirement. have not been worked 
into tht.-ir mm(Q by wly inftruElion; •. tw. 
knowledge they have gotten Rand. out a. 
it wtrc above tbe 'Very" rur&'ce of 1hc.:ir 
mind .. like ,il< "!1I/tI.k of Iht <Rlbn>iJn. 

Cf, innead of baviag bc:tn irUa'''''UWCD wic .. 
the growtb of the piece, 10 at to we tx. .. 
('orne a part of tbe ftutT. 1"hey did Slot, 
like mm, acquire ,;bat thtT k_ wIIiIt 
tho ,.,.."" .... ",.".". Pr,..... eo 

• bcncr 



_.jaa;,;.,,,,,,. 
,.......n. _Ii be d.Mkd for 

in ftrattioft : 
_lie to Ix: 

bei -w.tte .. ho did no • .t. 
thr ri ......... Ole was ignoraul. 

that ;. ,,",lit ;,., u 1 may fo 

fold"", obtN'h'c, r:l1tly jQlper. 

1"bcir reacting alfo b:u-probably con{jR.~ 
h' ..... la abridgtnenu from larger wOlks • 

• :-. ~ in a former chapter; fbis 

r:~:;:,:a *dkf tlllker. but a (b:lllower t thaD the: perur~ of books of more;: 
..... By tber. (canty {ketcbes, their 
critical Cpirie haa been excited. wbiLe their 
ailica! POVOCri ba\'c DOl been, fonned; for 
ill lkofe crippled mutibliona they have fctn 
IIOI~ 01 IIpt jull proportion of partS. 
dill Ikilliol ~ca, of ,be pl.n, and 

~ -II .... l'JIioI tIiIlrjb,,,",,, of 'he rubje<!, 
1.III'~". I!')j~ I'~·, I!'J"~ 1helllall", hand 

Of .he alCn ,. form l\u: tane 

'-~!O ...... far_ Iblll. diojoin.ed 

~~~~==~~~~~~~~C~\WO,C~ ~ l ~ do. 



.!a. The ;oIltu/lj ... o[ _10 ......... 
muc:b dru", fro,. 'h, rom, oW ~ 
ro",cea of /ho" .. gl;IIl' 01 II .. dfoy kiooI: 
.}li.. wben.it comprir" .. tbc b<Jl pili of. 
perron', readio,. m.Aka • Ciuluercr aDd 
fpoil' • f,:hobr; ft, ,I.ooS. ;, Co",,1Iea 
~,talk, yet i, dora DOl: m~1:::t a faU 
mind; it does Dot furo.i(h a Oorcbou5t 9f 
Pl2teri:d. fa Rock the underRandiQg, Dei. 
lh<:r dOt. it accuRom tbe mind 10 ., 

tr;lin. of ,d!caioo.: for the i'DbjtEU, bcfidrt 
beiog e:;acb Iuccinruy. and, accouot of 
this brevitYt fuperfidally ueated, ar. m,:. 
tancl. and difc:onneflcd: they arire out of 
no concatenation of ilJeu, nor auy dcpawL 
ent rerie. of dcdufiion. Y rt on ,hi, p .... 
foWl bu~dc(UlrOfy reading, the mi.nd .lmh 
has- not been tra,ined to fcvcrtf curcife, 
JO\'d (0 reporc hl'el( jq a (on of ctedirable 
indolencC', inftead of firctcbiog itt ~ 

in the lrbolefomc bbour d cbftfeeutife fIa..: 
vetligatioa •• 

• 'l'ht Yr'ittr ~ br tt.ppaW ............ 
~Lin, tw nI\k of u.ote .., bcmihaI peri "d ..,. 



6. C.lIV .... T.,H. 

j am not difcopragmg dudy at a late 
'of'Ji6r; "5 .. en nend", kno .. ~'; 

jnf'onnation t. Sood at whatever period 
iII(" ,,&...Yer ckS .... k be acquired. 
But in fuch caftl it fhould be attended 
With. peculiaT humility: and. the . nell" 

poIfdJOr fllo.ld bear in miDd. da, fIm 
iI frdh 10 beT hns been long know.n 
tQ, GUm; and the fhould therefore be 
aware of advancing as no\'cl that which 
II colb1Uon, and obtruding as nre thoc 
which every body polJ'elJ'es. Some ladies 
aro iIIgt!t to exhibit proof. of their read~ 
." though al the ex.~e of their judg­
malt, and will introduce .in connrfa­
tK. quotationa quite inelevant to tbe 
mlUer in hand, becaufe tbey hl.ppen at 

the iallant to feCar (0 their recolleaioD, 
or _. pcrbapo, found in the book they 

I I .. . , 

~ ______________________ .h~, 
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..... jull b<al m4ina. u..approprio .. 
<i ••• arjo.. or Iltoined ''''''''Sr ftoew 
teoding, but they do not thew nde. 
1;' .. Jull and bappy a1luGOn "hi.:b Uq'~ 
by a word how to anken ~ t.ortef"oDJi.ng 
image. or 'to extire in die MRtCT the 
ida whidt fill. rhe mind of Ih.: tpn"tr. 
0.: ... lcfs pedanrry and mort taH. ,b ... 
bare citation, ; and a mint! imm.td WidI 
degant knowledge wiU illtTiI. bly ~ 
the opwecce of it t rc»ufcH, e¥tn tID 
topia which do not rdata to fcitn ... 
liu:nuurc, 'Vcll...informru rforu wiU 

tamy be dircovercd to have read 1h6 bcA: 
books, though ther are not alwayt de. 
tailiDg Qt:alogue, of authorL Thou,ah 
honey owes its exquiiuc lalte to the fra­
grance of.he fwccttft aowen, yet .he Ikill 
of the little artificrr appcru" in lhi', that 
the delicious nores life (0 adminbly YI'Orked 
up, :lnd tbue is fuch a due proportion ob­
fervcd in mwng them, th:at the petfcaion 
of Ibt 'Whole cdJb io hi POI r.illing in .. 

1!iridually of "'" of .bo[. ["'<Ct. of the 
''''1 



,. eirirnr. .. .,·\oll . 

.,.,., tIT",.. or Wbk' It i. <:ompowlde6. 
.... , ..... ~ .. wiU<lct<~ 'he i.fufto. 
mob tttlnmiIelly /till not dltpl.,; and 
eo ... cOm_ fobjell. p:!Bing 'hroagH .. 
ft'Ititltcd unifirlhnding, borrow ILftavm:rr 
or It. rkhn.!'>. It. po...; of apt ,"leaion 
• more nlu.ble than an)" powet of general 
"""lion; Iud :llI appofite retnllrk., wrueh: 
.oat. ftnlght to Ihc'p!)inr, dem:wd. highe"i 
,-..4tf mind tbaa an bunJrcd fimple 
-MrJllbtmory; for ,he bofinef. of the 
1iIIe.wy U: only to (tore up matc:ri:tfs 
wMch tbe "undc:rflanding is to mix and 
work Dp '\Ndb iu nalhc faculties, and 
whIch the judgment it to bring out and 
apply. But y"ung women who have 
IlU)fCl ,j\'aclty than ((;nf(", and mare vanity 
daaa Tif¥ity. often riAt Ibe charge of ab­
r~ '" .rape that of isn=c, and 
will t'rIP co~ two 1u.ltIOf. who are to.­
~ unJikc., rather thau tRirs IhQ occafton 
10 jIan itlt ~ laav<; nod ba,h. 

~~ M\: fpoi! <ODvamlon, 
~ Of fuddcaily dinn-

ing 
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ill; if from tbe cbmnel in _bich it ... 
beneficially Howing, b=ufc fo atrM 
.foJ by .h< P<'f"" who was fJ><'1<,ios .... 
accidenJally fltutk 0"" a ntw naiD of 
,biokiAg ill their own mind., ~ not be. 
f'lHf< .be gooml iM • .. prclTtd h .. Rruek 
out. a corr po,nding iJ~, hleb ren of eo!. 
tifion is indeed the .... -a)' of tlicil.i1'l& the ""'. 
6n;. Young ladies, .. bufe fpfightli..u_ 
nOt boe:n dirciplin d 1;y a correll cdu~ 
cOllfJdu how tbing. may bt> prtttil, laW. 
rather than how they nlMy be pnadca.d, 
or feafoU2~lr fpokcn; and II zard bdo, 
tbought wrong, Or uth, r.t Yilin, (or .ho 
ebanc-e of being reckontd plt:tf: nt. The: 
Gowen of rhetoric capri"atc tht'm mar 
than the ju(\: .. n dL"d\ltlil)fl' or Tcafon i and 
to repcl an 3fgume:nt, they <U'm thanrclv 
with a metaphor. Tho:C ;alto who do tlO 

aim (0 high u eloquenc:t:, ate often (ur 
prized that you refute to ;ccevt of a 
judice infte:;t..d or a rearon; they nt: apt to 

take up wi(b ... probability in place of a 
demonlbation, and chc:aply put )'ou 0 

.it 
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with an alI'.:rliop., when JOu are requiriog it 
pnoC.. The mode of education .wbKk reo.­
~, tbcot lithe. in atrumptioD, an4 fuper. 

licial ia rcaf(lUin~ rcndtn them aUo im~ 
p:ati<n. of oppolitioa ; and if .bey "­
to pofi'cb beau~y, ad. to be v~ of it. they 
m~J be telflpt<.!d to confider ~hat as an 
aJ;JiLWnal proof of their being alway. 
io ,be right. In this care, they will not 
.. ,ou to fubrnit your judgment to the 
force of their argument, fo much at to 
tile lulhority of their charm •• 

11.e {arn.c fault in the mind, nrtngth. 
tn(d by the fame caufe, (a neg!eCled MU. 
cation,) It;ldJ 1i~'el}' women often to pro­
nounce ('In a queftiun "ithout examining 
it: ou :wy gi\'cn point they fddomer 
UI man men; not beoufe tbey a.{e 
snorc claat.lighted, but bccaufe lhey h we 
not: been tccuRomed to look. intO t fub. 
joO long enough !O direov.,. its dep'b, 
... lu iamecaac,; and Dot difCCI"DiAg ill 
diticultiet. they CCIII<hoIe that if h .. n .... 
II k .. _tndialoa 11> fay. !hat !hey_ 

• at 
.. 
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or on~ 10 be quid.rl&IlI~LIIId • 
ngt.elr Wh,t! f.e H iIf, fbet «lilt 
mon1}" ret at onle i a tude difficulty em. 
caongea th~m; atld~ having aught a 
haR &6mpfe of, fubjea, m<y nUb '" 
chtl. COIKluRon, t),at ~hhcr tnere is DO 

more to W fccn, or that what is bdliDd 
wm nat pay them (or the l1oublc: of 
fea"loing. 1"ey pu,r.. ,htl, obj~ 
eagerly, but not regularly) rapidl)', bw. 
not perunaeioufly; tor tbey ~ d*­
obflinate palient;c of invcf'liP.iOA whiCh • grow, Router by lepulfl. Wbat tbq 
have not, unaiDed, ~ do not bdicw: 
exi1ls; what tbey canhot fcize at QAC:t, 

ther petfuade I.hcrnfelYes is nOt worth 
havmg. 

b a rubjca of ITlOrlIent Rartc4 &. c0m­

pany? Whale the lUore- fagaciou. lrjl: cSoo. 

liberating on its di5¥;ullics, pel wicwius 
it u,",u aU it, atpei.b, r.. order 10 fora 
, <Otllp...,.. jll<lg--i>cfon they docide, 
you will dtca lio.d 0110 moa f • .,ma" 
-.oman prnent det:mntne tbe mauer, 

vOJ • H. , wkhcnIs 



.. eo .............. . . 

..... , \Id,iII«Ion. Not Ceo:ing ... pot. 
pr..m.. io whido rboi ~uolliOo it involved. 
Ibe .....aer •• , Ih. _ of pcnetratioo in 

tbe .... wilde "9 ~""" bq>s 
film filenl. Sbo ..... , ~fa .. duD 
'perception and aow decif_ o{ .... who ii 
podmdy ""'1i"l lb, knol which lb, fancies 
h ahibifj DlOfe dexterity by (1I1t;"g. 
JI &bit JbaDow rpriptlinef., of which va­

:a, "~I, !he radical prinCiple, the 
.... WlloI'e opinion ..... bdl worth h.v • 
.... cIik .... ged from delmriog it. and 
.ltiprt>nt Cubj.a io <lifmHr,d without 
.W, by" ioconfequent flippancy 
.. voluble raJbnef" It i. too abundance 
~ Iorid talk, from f\lper6cial matter,.. 
wIIicII .... bl<>ught 011 Co many of the fex 
!he cItoIp of i.".,tio: !he Apoftle" pre· 
..... and bDngfo!ifho ,hMA.Jlvw to "'ar. 

For if the gr<al Ro_ 0n10r could 
......... that r ....... -" impcmut a port 
of~_·t""" __ onIy 
..... but III ........ III It," how 

docs tbe ~ appIJ.to tbe 
modefty 
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.. ".,. of loutl>fw '-'" I Bat die 
"-:e of ill ... ipo~ ODd th. filmoa 
of fporIoIiog inNlli&_. arc '1'0 ,bin" 
oJmoIl • ol>Y...., ~. 'he wifdom 
and _lOlly 01.......... AD ia..,1abk 
aad .itarlroll ItIeQliop. IDa, thew, ibat I wo.... ;, pl.~(ed with • (ubjcB. and 11\ 
illuminated COUllfenaDeC .., pron ... 
!he uodctflanda it., aln&oft as uncqwvocallJ 

, aa Jang~&e jtfelf couJ4 do;. a~d rbit, 1rida 
• 1D0dell quej\;on, "'~U:/> indica, .. II .... 
r:u:.ional eurioli.J:y 3d b«o1,T'liQ~ 4~ 
it in m:ut1 cafel .' , Jar~ a ~re of' .. be 

,convcrfalion as il is dccorou:a for MmiDiDe 
delicacy to take. It i, alfo at daueriq: 
an encoungemeor as men of (enrc: requ~ 
for purfuing fuch topia in the preCcoce of 
womeo, which tbc:y -.ould be man. ~ 
pored to dp, did lhq oftener gain by ir 
the anentioG wbkb. k b: ptural to " .. lib 
10 excite; aad did .DIIlCIl , ,btmfch'a 
duro .... tbu defiK of..,.,.....,.., "bioh 
~_ ... ~wiIh_ 

PO 
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Yet do .. ·Dot fdmetimes fee b imp', 
tie-nee to "be &e.rd (DOT i. ic :l /mtitli", 
falu.g' only) .. bitb good.breeding can 
fcaraly rubclue' ADd even when tAefc 
illcorrij!ibl. ..Iter. "" CompoIIecI. ~ b. 
l'i1cnt, iI it obr evident that.they are ncr 
tiRrning to ,,~lt il,- (aid, bur are only 
thinking of what they themfc.lve. thall ray 
;.ben they an fcie the firft lucky interval 
(or which. they are (0 narrowly watching ? 
1'bt fUY Ulm of their countenance berT:tys 
that (be). do Dbt rake tbe nighteft degr~ 
01 Iaw,a ill on1 Ibing th.t i. faid by 
otbc-Q, except with a view ro lie in wait 
6.lr any Jinx charm in (he difcourfc. on 
which tbey may lay bold, and give vent 
to Jbeir 0""" ovcr!lowins unity. 

But c-ODvcrCauon mal nOI be confidcrcd 
... fbge for tbe difplay of 'OUT talcnta, (0 

DU&Ch II a &Id Cor lbe exercife and im­
prcriCmeDl 61 our ~; as a means fOr 
,........u.g ... r'JtIrr or our Creator, &lid 
.... p aDd b",! ,~ or aut r.no....,.... 
,..... WdI.bn<j aDdlatclligoarOrl\ljoa, 

II< 
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AN DOt, wbeD tbe)' joiA ia ~. 10 

oonfidtr l!!.enlfcly", U ... eriog .be Iilh 
Jik~ inteUcaual prize.figbten, in order to 

ibit (heir own visour and datetity, 10 

&heir .dtuCary, aud to bear 
.... t .he PfIm of yj/lol')'. Tru.h uJ .. 
triumph lhould be .he objc<l; oJ.iwtc 
aTe few occWoo. in Hfc, in which we are 
more unreminingly called upon to "'au:b 
our(eln;, narrowly, and to refill. the. ,f .. 
(aulu of vuious lempt1lloJUJ than in coo.. 
.venation. VaJ.ity, jealoufy, $tJ'Y. ntit,. 
rtprcfentation.. refcntment, ditdaia., levity, 
impatience, infinc: tity, and pride, will in 
tum rolicit 10 be grali6ed. Contland, (0 

ftruggle apioll: the defire of being lbO\lgbt 

more wife, more WillY, and more know .. 
ing, than IboCe with whom \l't aSOciatc:. 
demand tbe mcclEant exertion of Chrif. 
lim vigilance, a vigibn.ce which the gene.­
rality arc fo far from fufpelling DeCtIfary 
lo the interc:oune of common Cocltty. that 
cb=ful coo...n.aoo it rather coo1ldtral 
.. aD ............... ,dcafc rrum.....,1>-

Y3 ,......., 



'ftI' edW' • .-n--
~ ..... Ii .. ;JdIIIonal obtipIIIIb .. 
it.. But ~ circu~ ~ d Chrie 
'IIiII ,...,... be d!f Irit poft; ...." _ to. 
it DOl .. lied ,. pobfi< _ by .IIe 
......... f h~ pot fpiritoal -, • 
....a till be llling- as .......... lOt the 
... cr. of .n ordin .. y ChriJliat>..ut ori£o 
__ from ther. HlIJ. lkirmilber whlcb are 
doily blJlllOllial iD 'h .... due of h ..... 1iI't."'" frOln 'hoi! pitched _. whido, 
... rarely oceur. and for wbidt he 'IIiII 
be more PfObably armed. 

But foc:idy, 21 waa obfcned before, is 
.... II.&< on ftch t. throw do .. our 
!:"bUrt. and pro .. our ow. p....r. by 
tbt 'tCniLbfr d f.U. we live 10 our adve)". 
IirT I f. rv from it. good.b...amg " well 
u CIuttimit y, canfidcn _ aD indifpenfa. 
bk ~oUi .. fur c:onver1atloD. ,b. CIlfpo6. 
tIIm ,.'tIring fororud 10 norice ""y taiml 
.. odIen. ""ich rhoir _ IIIOd<flY •• r 
~ ..... iDlblooit, .... Iood thaa to 
\d.p bItk. To do till! .. ~ II> 

~,""-"**,f",. :" -. 
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~ aDd a generoUf andour which de. 
';bt';in 'd~w~ i; Quat. Thcre are few 
t:h~ cannot converfe tolenbly on (Olllt one 
t~pic; what that is, we fhould try to find , 
~uc. and. ia ~~CT'.ll lutroduce ',hal ~OfC' 
thQlJ~h to the fupprelijon of anyone on • • • which we ~urfelves art: furpofed (0 excd : 
~ Ilowever Cuperior we may be in btber 
refpeaa lo.rhe ptr[on5 in qudlioot we may. 
perhaps, in that particwu poiJi'- improve 
by lbem; and if we- do not 8M inf(>fIna. 
tion, we OuU '" leaft gain a whQitfome ex .. 
ercire ~o our hUn\lUty and rc}{.dcn4l; we 
IhaU be rtfirainiflg out own impeluofuy; 
we lhall, if we: take this court4 on. juft or... 
calion. only, and to OIl 1.0 bewatc ldl ... 
gratify the ~iry of otbert, by giving con: 
fidence to a doubting, or chteJfuJ.u to a 
depreO"ed fpitit. ~nd to plate a j\llt re­
mark, hazarded by the diffident, in d" 
moa aavantageou.a point of view; to all 
the aunniott of .he inattentive, dle for.. .. 
'Ward, and rbe fcIf {ufticient, to che u~ 
.... G .. IDCtk of ,.,.,. q .... petlOn ill , the 

, 4 cGmpauy, 
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~ny, .riJO, t~h of much -!Iii 
is perhaps of lin~e j there are rtqui-­
flea (or COft¥erlition, lef, brilliant, but 
hr mort \'aluabie, than the power of ex­
citing burn. of laughter by the brlJ\Ifte/\ 
wit, or of tttorting admiraboD by the 
moI\ poignant rallies of ridicule. 

FOT wit i~. of all the qualilies of the 
fmI:aIe mind, that which requires the 
reTeTell caft:igation j yet the tempente (So. 

erci(e oC this hfcinatins quality throws an 
!lddition:al hJIlre round the ehara8er of an 
amiable worpin; {or to manage "'lth dU· 
c:nct modefty a dangerous talent, conftn 
a bigher pnifethan can be tlaimed by lhCtfe 
Iri whom the abCwce of tbe alent takes 
aIQylhe temptation to mifemploy it. To 
'Womtn, wit it a peculiarly perilous poffcf­
doll, wl>ich nothing Cbort of the f.beT. 
mltoded • .r. of Refigioa ... keep in rut.. 
)oNoa I and perltopt _ II Iaon:.rly"', 

- ~ _ of ~.~ tbu ",,_ 
1Ile powtrfUl ell'" <Jf Cbrillian ",,_01 
___ ..., ..... _ poiuI hu thio 

tendency, 
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1OIftIaIcy. huem~"c ..... admita. 
tion u ill na~urat ali'" it li~ oR s... 
rery as ill daily b ... cI. n,. profdfed wit 
is a hungry beggar, thaI fubrull OD the ex­
tented alma of perpetual panegyric; and like 
~ 'YultureJn the Grecian 1abM-l' ibl appe­
tile illereakt by indwgence. Simpluroth 
and fober approbation be.:-omt: taAett4 .... 
;,,6pid '0 .he palat .. · dojly vitia.<d by_ 
4eliciou. poignances of exaggenrcd com­
mendatiQn. Under the ~bo,e reAriaiou, 
howtver, wit may be farely and. pleafantly 
ex.erci(oo 1 for cbafiifid wit j. an tlegant 
2nd voeU4bredJ and not unfemiWline quality. 
But hll»J¢tlr l efpttiaUy i( it dtgenc:rate into 
~itationt or mimiUy, is very fparingly to 
be ventured on ; for it is fa difficult totalIy 
to detach it from the fufpicion of bufooaa 
ery, that a woman will be likely 10 lofe 
more of that delicacy which i. her appro. 
priate' gnee, do Blc will gain in another 
.. y in tbe ey .. of !he judicio .... b1 .be 
"",If fua:eftf.1 difplay of hulllOtU • • 

Bu. 



" corn r n:'QJf .. 
..... i& w_ .... faoIIo_ .... 

... opt 10 • . ..., oad difplaJ iQ 

tMir ow. cliKourrt. an4 to uoclcrvaluo 
ilia mare buWJ. pretc~fionll of 1di O1oVr1 
_; i& mofi lie cO!)fdli:d ""'.,.thal 
"'- of _. ordinary abililip are no" 
ad IIata pit} of Iqe: oppofile error, and ......,..sttt to value: themIeh," on not 
... iwc .r. of ti,. ttlu\crilaJldiDg I ~ rcall y 
fIIIdi f aacl affc:fl to be tbought Cfcq 
__ Jilly .b." they arc. 10cr exhibi • 
.0 rcaaU ~faa'Qo. in ridicwing WODlell ot 
It.iab iol,lleau .. 1 cOdOwDltnlS, whiL; they 
ccdaim .,it. cpuc&. dfcaed hUJ"QiJity, Ind 
JnU(b real CD'·', th:u U Ihey arc IbaJlkful ,I ." are nOI geniufA." Now, though, 
CIGI ;. Pad ., ~~r gratir:udc aprdfcd od 
OIl, oceallan, ytl .be _.of fCDf. i.I , .. 111 
.. fIlCh g.... merty to lie thaokful fo,; 
I(Id " would iadiwe ~ bcIur fpIriI, ...,. 
...,. to pray to I>c CD,bled to maU • 
d&hl a{o ollbc ....... ~ 
dI.y ...... iaftad ol ...... 'IiIII • 

dlble 



....... e 7"'*. ~ 

...... pIiof_ chc ilnlt!inory 0< ..... 

c.a. of their ..... thiolllS "q •• In_ 
WOOl'" of ,h. bngbrcft feculd .. Ibould 
DOl emir .. bear thoft ra .. l.." meekly," 
but fhould cotllider- it as no derog'Uon, 
cbeerfully t. fulfil thore humbler dud .. . 
which make up the buliners of t:CmnnOIl 

fife, whilt they tbould ..Jwa;y. tab _ 
the ac:cotlnrthe nobler exertions as .... en u 
tlu: higher iefponfibjl,ty "tnlched to h4Jher 
gifu. In the mean time womcn or lower 
attainmenu (hoQld exert to the ulmoR (\lct! 

abilitid as Providence has :ULgned them, 
and while they lhould not deride t-xceltcn. 
cies which are above their TC!ac.h, they 
lhould not clefpoud at an uU'triority which 
did not depend ~ themfelve.; nor, be. 
caufe (;od bat dlmied them ten taIcatt, 
Ihould chcy ~get .h.. thq- .re equallJ 
refpoofible lOr the ... . he "'" all ..... 
a-, but fer 11>0.. deVodDg dial _ 
.,;tb humblo diJir"a' to the glory of the 
Giv .... 

Vanier. 



76 COMUUATIOH. 

i'UUty, bowtvtr, ;. Qot the ntonoro,," 
at talent.; let not a young lady, there. 
fore, .&ncy [bat file it. humble, merely 
Mclure Ihe. is DOC. iQgenious, OJ' confider. 
the abl'ence of calt:nt a. the Cl"l:Tion of 
",·ort~. Humility is not the CFlufi\'e pri­
vilege of dulnef.. Folly is .. concl1ted 
• Wif, and ignorance mao)' a ri~ OUlflrip. 
kno\lo'ledgc in the race of Yah.ity. Equally 
earnen competitions (pring frorp caufts leC. 
... onhy to excite ,hem Iban wit :lnd ge­
niu&. V,nit)· ilJfinu:uti itrelf into t."'e fe. 
male he;arc undtr a variety of ullfurp«\ed 
£:"m., and i. on tbe. W2te.h 10 rdze on 
many a little par. which was not thought 
worth guarding. 

Who hal not feen as refiler. cmOlion 
agitale tlle feature, of an anxioul matron, 
while peace and fame hung lti!Plbling in 
doDbrful fufpence OD the f~ccef. of a (oup 
or • fauce. oa wlUcla fCDtl!DCt: wu aboUl 

to be proooun«d by Come confuUUBatt 
critic, .. could have &xeD. e:xcittcl by any 
comr(;tition for literary renovm, or any 

/\roSSI. 



lllIitI(1e for ........ wit 1 .. ..., fiIr 
fun< is ", ... _ -c_ .., olio ... 
...... of "'- objoIl ....-. but .., ... 
dca-of eIIim.tio. is "bidtc itlloW.., 
1M ptll(RJ1t Nor wu tbe Ub.lln- a.o 
ci Gmco,,_c .tr,-dually ~ _ 
&cpog 1>J&IIe ""pili" of Nih ... dIoa 
<nUy II4IIIiID d~rcl by "" ocliplOtc ro· 
pqiori" of lOme acwcr dftorlUoa. .... 
bilcd ~ more {u«<~rul friend. 

The.' b .-I/icr {pecic> of ... it, ia 
Come ~Q wliich d.ifguifn. ilfelf WIder 
.h •• hili .iclef aD ur.acd humin1r I .., 
will accure lhemL:ll'cs of rome f.wJ& &oa:a 
... bicb they arc remarbW,. I:UQlpt, .. 

lament the 1ntlt of rome alcat .bic:h 
&hey are ratb.r DOlOIioua for poIcfIiog. 
'j 'his it ••• oDly • dwufy nap fa< ...... 
bu, 'there .. I di6ngenoius _Ic"d., by 
_pring • ~UaIiq ....,. .,I .. .,:,.c. 
~to pia. mdit .. odIao "' ... 
...,... ..., ~e b L All ......... 
....... ...... of ..... no..,.ru. _ ....................... "'_. 

"fch 



,. (ok .......... bIr ilion ......... " 
..... "'" uhort ..... _I""'" of_. 
r.nu. bur to ,hiplt U faber),;" and it is 
_ oblnviog that in .Ilia ;.;.oa;oa 
k _ n .. .c. 'he word./1<-' __ • 
• ferrillg potIibl,. ,hal il "",w 116(. 
IOfIMII e;lflC of ourftlvel or 'ftOt u. aU; fer 
it .to ftrlrolD being an uJte,..i,oeaI proof 
eI eur hutnility 10 nlk eftn oi edl' dcftfu, 
..... wlrile ... make fllf !be 1'DI>jea. in 

'whaC\'tr way, (d{.~ cOJurim to be 
gnri6ed. d ~iU nm be content that: 
oar 1:IItUII fhould be talked of, rather 
diD that we fhould not be talked of It 
:l11. Some are :!.lro aU!lcked willi fucb 

f proud. fill of humility, thu while they 
lITe ready to accufc thuuklVCJ of almoft 
~ rift io the lump, lbey yet takaire at 
Lbe leputa<iaa Of !be Q~h'.a ilNii"-l 
,....., I ud W ••• I, .... r upon lboir ..... 
......... u_l,uif,..., .... _ 
..... fehW, had ....... bt _ .. .. 
~. .",.. -" is, dJoJ ........... 10 
O1[MD'. v+ feint, in de fUll ..... 

J ..... 



OONV ..... .,.IOW. ... 

dence tlIat you WOld "",uaaia .. 
lfII:accu&6on; tbe WI thing thor • 
tended ..... th" 'you Ihodld believe '-" 
ilnd (bey '1f'C never fo muc:h Jricjued III! 
dita~ .. when they ire t ....... 
their WOfd. 

• 
Of m. fIriour Ihap« nd .......... 

forms ioto which vanity brandrt, oat 10 
, com-erfarion, there ls no t:nd. Out or • 

, . 
rdtler, ddre (0 pleafC', growl!' 1he (PU&ClI 

. defi-re' to aftonilh: .from ,'amity Iii nl\lch ~ 
lrttrn tt'edulity, ",:rt't that firo1\g.lo\"~ of me 

"Milnd.lou" with. wbith the cob.etf&doa 
of the awaucared abounds, Monee .... 
'fondner. fbr (iQfing in llatl'ltivL't hardt, 
within {he compafs of pufflbiJit1. Hetc 
vanity' has inany rhade~ of grati6ca.don; 
thhte ff,adec 1" \fiIl be ftrQnger or wcaht. 
whether tbe 'relater ~hance Ie have 'been 

. an eye-'Whhtf. of t\e wonder fbe rccoun"; 
or .. hcthcrlh. claim ouIy theli<\llld.1!dd 
\<nO... of ito borintr happencol 10 her 

, m...d, or die ilII r..loter ~ of Ju 
hariag been wirndred. only ~y her 1iim4'. 

fri •• ,11 



10 CO".&UATION. • 

,oIioDd: but ..... though tbat (ricncI only 
bew abe In&a., ",bo .emtmbc:red Ihe 

......... bo .dually bch<ld tbu thing 

.web ;. now caufing admiration in the 
COOIfOIIY, rull /tl[. though ia. fainter d<­
POt, j, brought into notice. and the rduer 
COIUri.ct in Come c:ir,uitoll' way to be con· 
ncC\cJ with the wonder. 

To correll. thi. propenfi'1 "to c1evat~ 
'1D4 fu.rprifc· tit it wou1d be well in mixed 

lackt)' to abCl-ain ahogcthc.r from bu:ard • 
.it'lg fiOliq, which daougb tbey may qot be 
abfDlutdy falfe, yd: lying without the 
nrge of probability, arc apt 10 impeach 
Ibe credit of the narrator; in whom tbe 
wery cooIcioufocJ. Ihat {he is DOC. believed, 
ucilc. In iocreafed eage:rnefa 10 dc:p;.rt 
Rill futhtt from the {oOOners of truth, 

and induces 11 habit of ye.hement a(fe­

nf'&liun, "bich ia too often caJJed in to 
hdp oau quellioaable poiot t-

• 't"\t kc"-'l. 
t ",., lifo • coo" ...It io ~ A • 

.... tho", .... -r adaanr hi .. ..".,, N. pi if 

• 



toIrn&u. TtO¥. I. 

Thm: ;, """her...... aooI • ..., do­
fonocd fbape it ~ in ~ ... ,_ ... 
.... ty Ibe ... ioXlf; I meu tho boaoyiaJOi 
coDfideoce. Tbougb tbe be ltUcJrte.. 
roIlS, rei tht. fault. in the lid\ inn... II 
nOl treachery t bu:t ~ry~ It dQa not .0 
ofie. fpring /'to", the ";(chicvolil cIdUo of 
di,ulging • fcctct . .. from the prido of 
baving been tlulled Wilh)t, It iuhc: r.:rct 
incliualioa p( mixlngfilfy,ilb wluuCftI' II 
importanl, The (<<ret liQuid be of bu. 
value, if the revea1i.a,g it did tlpl fervc 10 

intimate OIIr coDDex.ion with it; the plea­
fure of in h~l\'ing been depofitcd whb us 
'Would be nOlbing, if otbert may flot bow 
it hOi' been ro cnporltett.-Whcn we coq .. 
linue to (I.:C the \'lriety of rerioul C\'i4 \b4 

it bt- 6ut of 1M reach or Prohlti\iIT. J\I' ('OtlUI.'l' to 
tae c:om~ COtP"fc of NlU~. _iU r.w.. ~ d ••• 
u • !ubjdl by I. wntff or pod Wlc: .. brk~ 
that I. probable idieM! .. ill "'tmAIIk tah.r eIOfW 

tWiu UnlikdYIN'h. VcriJl_,,* it iHMI'" 
poet', tnltll, ..... tnIdI 01 tIM ... it" • 
-- ..... r """"'" 

YOL.IL • 



" COJfn .. UTJOK. 

piftolpl. ;".01 JhaIl we perf. .. j{. 
~ 111 ... ....;1)' is a a ....... mikhief I 

Thaw .. CIrlC offerwe <:OnUnit&ed in QlII:. 

ftffation or mucb tOO Ierious • mUlfC to 
be eftf'iooked. or to be aninwhfrled. Qf1 

without fOITOw :u;ld i»dignatioD: I JIl(tIl, 

tIIo habiluoJ ond lhougluJcfa· prof....,cf, 
o( Ihofe .. bo arc repea1tti1y iDrolUng TJw:ir 
Maku', name on OCQ{lQO' 'he moO. 
"I. It is offetdin: in .U ill 'iJ.rid.y of 

tfPtAt;-k is 'ItT, pernicious in ns tji8~ ; 
-it it a- groa'Jinr eriI j- thofe who "r.e 
iDoft guilty oE it, are lnnn habit hu Iy 
~ou. when they do it, are not • .,.ft' Of the fin; and for both thefe 
fftr<lf'lt • .mhuut tbe admoaitions of faith . 
(ltl (tie:ndfbip, little likely to difcominue it. 
_h ii qucrly IMaXCU$ADU i_it bas 
.-e of the POlJiiaQyO of tmllfltiHi ",'ruch 
.... __ p\ood, .... JD that refpca 
.-~ fro .. all otbc:n both 
.. I" __ &ad ohrgra! ol guilc.-l.ilc. 
_y ..... ..... .bo._ .• io ot ..... 

........ ofefl,lt"... .... r-_ol 
10 •• 



.p.auThDI. 'J 
10 .. lIiId rc''''''''O the bell aI , ' •• 
and nIIlfu dwI 't.ml botb ia dr_? h_ 
.1Id 01_ Y <t "ilh an .hof< "W"'" 
hOOt, thcl-e ii, perhaplt hardly any fin (0 

friquentJy ~rmninedJ (0 (cldl)m rcprmld 
eI. and {q lillie gu .. d<d ag:U1IIl, On lit. 
fo>re of I:"""ri</y ~ ~ _fOully 
oi"en(h.oe, .. ~ng utfICfl, lepuS'" to 

"'mal. clcliacy. which 0&<11 .1Tea. .. "" 
Jhocked.. al fwnri in a man. Now dill 
f~ of profan(neb i. not Qn1r (-.tadn" 
bu1, perh,*, .. .i.D. KNuC ref! twcarias 
of tile worn (on; it i I diNll brnch 
of ~n aprd'. comm;md, an'" 01 .. 
",ina the W'1 kll" of ~ ... b .. whidI 
(a,. in Co man, "'·Olds., 'THOU ,HALl' 

HOT TAU Till HAua OF TH..J LoaD 

"-.HY COD IN VALK. It olfc:od. apinft 
tkJit4q and ,_ brttdj"l; {or Ihore wbo 
commit it, liale think. of lbe paiD they 
.... u.tIitIiog OD .be -1IIiDd, ... h 
i, deeply W01IJIded wlleo;, ..... _ baIr 
Mlae it )Oftl dilJanaoun.l:f, ad: itJiI • 

--rID s-I-'" ..... , ' .-
o. 



8. C.ONVaRlA,.tO"!' • 

.i& it (0 true piety to be profane. It ir .no­
ninang d~ the refineJ and elrgant fhould 
not reprobale Ihi. praElite for iu coarCe. 
acr. a. luuch u the pioo. abbor it for it. 
Gmulner •• 

I would eruleavour 10 give (ome faint 
ide::J. of tbe groIfner. of this offence, by 
an an.Lio811 (oh! bow iaadequate!) with 
wbidt ibe fetling hc."'<lrt, eTcn IOOogh not 
Woncd with religion, ma, be touched. 
To fu<h I would <UTteRly f.y :-8uppofe 
10U had fl e bdc)'¥'td frif:Dd,-to P,,-( the 
cafe: Rill more nrongly, a departed friend 
-. fe\'e:rw Parent t perhlps, - ",hare 
image natf accun without awaking in 
your borom fenlimenrs of tender J01'e and 
li.W}· pitude; bow would you feel if you 
heard chis honoured name banditd 'O~1I1 
witb unreelog f1miliarity and indecent 
"rity I or. btft •• brult. uuo c"cry p2ufe 
cil'pcOdl ... tulgar erpl<ri,t/ Doc. not 
your aJI"eC\ionue hl5rt recoil at ,be 
tIlousfu / ADd ,.. the billowed ....... of 
,... truII llalmaor. ,out "'_Iy 

F'ldIcr. 



• 
C01R'I:U'" 11OIf • 

Fuhcr,7_ bed friend, .be,'"'''' 
you cajoy, chorc very in . __ .... 
'0' Co me dd;c"'.t lbofc v.,., 
.... h wbid> you c1iihonou, him, "'at...,. 
ipooeb .n.b ,.hicb ,ou ~ him, fa 
treated with aD irrn~ .. ~ • 
• .... hIOIIcIi, wid> whida yo. __ 
.be very .h..pl ., ........ or ........ 
hulbU fritnd. HI' aune i& imJliodJ. 
it unfodingly. is •• ",,<foll, fuoclod ... 
u the obj:a of _ ~ ol 
f,nematic: COD''''P'. of .bougbtlcfalctirJ. 
It iJ ufed indifcrimiDalcly'o expm ........ 
joy, grief, rurprize, iatpalicnce; aDd ... 
;, aim.a nill more unpar<ioaal>lc I ..... all, 
it it wantonly ufed as a I'IIII'C uome.bl 
explctirt, wbidJ, hriD.g acised ." ., • 
rempII(too, can have DOthiDs 10 att::nllll:e 
it; whkh, cawf.ng no emoao., CIA ba,. 
... biro, ., _m<n4 iI. ...,..t .. die 
pleaC ... of lb. 6a. 

"-.......... bu. w.~ ... 
cbiofa cl CIMI'....... ,lIJ.YrtJi.-
....... be ............ Self ...... 

• 03 .-J, 



~ CONvERU.T1ON. 

c:6tltinualiy at work, to give to -:til we ray 
a bias in our own favour. The cdunter .. 

allioD or .hi. fault £hould be fei about 
in the caTliell fhgdl of educ:"lion. If 
young' perron$' ha\'e not been difco\)ragtd 

in the natural, but evi1, pr<lPcufity to 
rtlate cl'ery difpure they ha\'e had with 
otbcn to their own ad\':..ntage; if they 
bll'': not been tuined to the duty of 

dOIng jufHce el'tm to lhore with WhOl1'l 

they are a! variance; if they have not 
bc.:ell Jed 10 aim at a complete impaniality 
in their liule n'l.rralivt&, and inftruCted 
Mver to rake ad"aDtage of fhe abrCllce of 
tbC' other p:uty, in order to make the Jtory 
lean ttl tlwir own fide tUore than the. fruth 

will ~mit; bow (ball We! in a.dvanced life:: 

look for correa habits, for unprejudiced 

r~pn:fem!llion:;, fot. fldelity, accuracy, ;1.J1d 
.. bi:likd juftioo/ • ~ 

I Yet, how often in fcxiety, Olherwif~ 

I: ftilPe&able, are we painod .. itb nanationJ 

I' In which prtjodic. ...,fIt. :uI. fOIf.love 
tiliIWl . Ho. oft •• dO we ,",lb,It_. 

, holding 



"~"'T1(III. 
holding port of l tNth ant ... ~ .. 
endt of • falfehood! H ... oftOtl ..... 
the unf,", IUnl ... '" 10 • bur ....... .,. 
)>>acing a feDtimelat in one ~Ql of vitw. 
wbith Ibe ~u bad. ",Jed in &Dod,.,! 
'be kiter of tru,h prcf<no<J ~ fa 
(pinl r.. \"it.lb1td! a (uWRi\lou. c~~ 
f«upulouOy ... intaioed in the ...... """ 
of • de,al!, in Old ... to i~ fod! ,.. 
i.\u of integrity II a..u goin credit • • biIe 
'he loadiog principle io ddipedly .ar. 

• • 
lbtcJ! nay. 11 new charaacr glyea 10 &; 

faa hy :l different look, tuat,or tmpbIbI, 
whkb niter. it a. much " .-ordt ~ 
l1aye done! the (;lIfe imprc.lIion at ....... 
roon eo',,"eyed, when we do DOC liU. 
pmcbtT, or ... 'btn through bien ........ 
to ,nake religion ilrdf ridic.ulotss f ... 
:l\'oiding or literal UJllfut1~ .bile tile" 
thief;' better drdled by the .. '*" ,I t 
lion of. poBip tIitoIIed of ice 0 lIE • I 
Il1c briDgi", ..... tIetxIIotI. II!!' ... 
of at~ a""W.~""'" 
.- wIIea~T ....... , .... 



_._-
...... dIftin& pof ..... ! thio iaIicIioua 
_ ..... r. ..... u.- by ....... <iDcit 
..... .... of .... wbo Jood only 
boIosht i. _d in order .0 capofe ill 
1M rot.bng opiIUcD which !wi ...... y 
bee. po. hypo,herically, u 1£ they _ 
... no"" prindpkt or laim we would 
Mzrdk! ,hit lubde falfebood which is 

""...... 10 incOl'pOlOlC ",irh·. <errain 
'1 • r'" of rnnh, drat rM aooIl ikiIful 
-.. cIoomlft cannot malyfe or feparaJe 
."-, .... • (004 toUfr'P'/""<r bo .... 
... • i1cocftNl lie mllfl have a certain 
..,... 01 math, or it "ill not go down. 
MI.~ ........ rion is rhe r<II of Iri. 
4iI, rw too,..h ,,&db ""'Quid dcfeat'lbe 
.... bit mld .. r. """ 100 IiJJk would 
4Ila., che bcIcf of .. a..m. All 
..... In ...... ....... ry and equiv_ 
IiI's . whicb lo 

_.:eLf; IhoIc more 

01 .. ~I of ""pia 
~oIIaor .... _ .. ~ 



1IIcI dil<olour It, IIIat t~ '"'" Wftllil: 
fhra.Il !tot TCf'emb1e the trudt 11'!: ! 
1'bef ... d .11 the mou(artjI _ Of fi .... 
tation athJ '-'ll!nlulillMm will be ~ 
guardeJ Ig;>inft in thuoo.ailul ... of ~ 
Sibnt Chr lanl. 

Agai., it if rurpri~ to mark tile .­
-mon deviation. fromll.ria _aclt, ... 
(prins, not from -tflmity to tTOth, nor ~ 
ib'etltion.ll d«cit t not &Om. m.U¢wolelt6 
or envy. or ·ht k;tfl deficn fO injure. .. . ' from nu:re Ic:vlty, hlbituaJ fDauca'" 
;rod a curfttlt .QI,)(inn 1h., It is BOI ."... 
while to be (om{\ in Clull chin,.. .. 
here lbe dna. ine of habiu coma ia .... 
grot foret', and in tfur netr no emII'1I 
Un.II. The cur, of 1M ~ite:di: .. ill 
,nore in\'e.era~ fiages bciag oat to .... 

poffible, itt rr~wnUc'n OUSbr '0 be ODe • 

the e.ulicft obj<& of..r-ion ". 
The gtievoa. Iio.k of groloIlltl4 .. "" ........ 

dctnClioa "lIh:h itrfca • .-emtt.r. .. 
been fa ..... ay IIld (0 J_ ........ , 

• Set tJ.t o..,terOtl the vtr titwM-. .., 



,. COlCYEa:5"'Ttf)lI' • 

." diriul tnd ~on.lilb, .:tbat die fu~edr 
it abaDaed. :But there 1';:;111 er<rOl' o( an 
oppo6R compksion, 'Voisich we. Ian be. 
(oN eoticed, and againl1 .hich the p«1I. 
Ii". tempet of the limca requir<:s thoh 
youog bdi" of a I:)euer taft Ihould be 
SUfdcd. From Ib~ nUr<l'!ntCs of tht'.ir 
on fpbcre of obfef\'.alion, they :l,te rome. 
tiIDeI tddK\ed to 'lIccufe of uncharitabl~ 
DCtJ, th:l.t dininguilhing judgment whkh, 
rcFulting from 3 round ptnecration :md 
a zeal (or [ruth. rorbid, perfuns of a vety 
correa principle fO be: indifcrimioately 
prodigal of c:ommcndarion " 'j,bollt in­
ql,liry,. tnd without diilin8ion. 1'htte is 
.. afcEtatioo of cwelour, wbich is a.lmoll 
as wCchievous :1$ calumny itrd!; n3r, if it 
be 1di injuriout in ill! indh'iJu.ti :1pplica­
tion. it i" perb ps, more alarming in ir, ...,al priatipk, a it J~JS' ,""'afie Ihe 
~. ""'"' wbi<b .",oe good from 
.,u~., ~ kMW :t. a general principlf', 
(~Ih Ihqo (0""'""\<$ <:o1u,""i" ,) o~" 
caJl'mD' ia .foag· but they Iu,\'c not bc.~ 

lold 



lolollhJt ......, is :=::==~=Q 
bciaS .'" .. faacy mol.1a di..a '0 ,,_ mull --arilr _ ,.;., ..... .... 
apt ID be dri.... iato v"'t ...... ;.; 
Th. dlftd of bdP, 001, iur,ctWIcl_ 
f .. I'.... ,bon.u.u, sWIIJ .... 
-other; -and 10 uoW tb.o cbup ....... " 
nef. or of <.'y. 'bey JII"'IP iaeo i~ 
rilj' and r.lf.hood. 1. ,IUJ ,My .. ~ .. td cilher by on unf.und ju~ 
which doe. not (ee " 'hat 1, nab&, o£ .. 

unfound principle which rr~ wbal i. 
WTOng. 

10 this age of high. minded in.J~, 
when our youth arc :ilpt 10 fct up (or." 
felyea, and every mlill iJ too much dif~ 
lq be bis own legiilator Wilhouc lnokin" .. 
bi,lbndard. '0 the .fbthlilhed 1& .... the 
land; and to feI up for his Otrd diYibe" 

without looking to .~;~;~~[~ 
God-by a c:andoar .. 
OUf vanitYt w-we. 
ltd to 81 .. the l'd-~:"rJ';~J~;~i~ bctOmttoolrt<plal ~: 
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OIl ..... ' '''"''';''11'''''(; bdQ", .. ben (poak • 
.... OJ tWeir mote erring' aoJ milled ~ 
4plintatlet. to offer for them thit fiimfr 
tirulicui(lR, " tlot ",hat they do is right 
oW if it .ppear right to thtm;"_·u if th9 
.. ke the lhing i. tbat light,.uad ad up to 
.. it .'it~ fiD<;crity, LM)' cannot be ",a(eri~ 
.. ally wrong." Bur Ine lland"rd ofuuth, 
juRi«, and rei'gioD, muft neither be do. 
ntcd nor dtprtOi-d, in order to aoo.>mmo. 
clare: it to .Ouai clrcumRancc:s; it muA: 
Dn'cr bo Jowcred 10 palliate C:fl"Cr, to 
juflify folly, or to vindicate vice. Good • 
.. tared young people often fpeak. f3YOUr • 

.bJy of unworthy, or cxtr.l • .agantly of com.­

.00 c:huaClcn, from one of thefe motives ; 
citbu tbeir own "lew, of exccll~cc art 
..... , 0< thcJ (pe>k ,e(pear.Ur of tile un • 
• (".inc, to purchafe. for themfch'eI the 
~JIrioa of undtfnefli lnd generofity ; .. ., Ia." uD4-riDg praife on almol 
iiII db, lD the u(~riou hope of bUJing 
lack. _"cui mlPcmb,lion in rctum • 
CII' jza Ihofc captivating charia.n in which 

tb. 
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the fiQlple ODd iDikuliDe '"'""'" or 
truth ., 6ui6ccd to the jaIJ.'" 
c-I Cor"'"" I ODd io whidl fInoodo (Ill 
pliant llW\Aal ate rubtilufai '- iMri .. 

lh" ,be itaexptrieruxd are ....... 

fof~ 'i".",,..;,J k> J.qjw.... .. 
tbey o..oJd. em(uU. s-d~ ... 
error of m.ak.iog lUlllin' the cri .... cf 
me-tit, and of ping "nlit~ CHCUl • 
n .. ngcn fuf p.tfclling ""1 ~ 
only ~uJe they bring into com;'ny ct. 
engagIng exterior of urb1nity aud allur. 
ing ltcOIh:nf'fl. 1 hey fhoulJ:a1 remem.­
ber tha, It j~ an e':lJy. bllt tlot an honcft 
way of obt~ing fh~ rr:Jre or ClDdoar, 
to get into the (oft arrd popUl.lT ftatift 
rl)ing of all 'hdr acqtuinun , .hell 
{pokin or d\Cll1, thal f~4j tlTl.fi 

True hriR.ian anJ,".lf cooc.c::UJ 
blJt it JOt' nOI in'leflt ,i,'oes. !.5 . .;;lI:;~; j 
fOTbea" to expofe the eta .'h!ch 
long to it ch.raac:r, but It 
to it the good "'hkh does DOorall 
correa Ihi, prO{'t~tr to {;Me 

3 
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aDd in(mcerity. it would be wtllio beItr 
Ja.-Dod, rbat wbile · nery good aaioD, m_ hom wftatfoart"t: it may,.md I!fUY 
..... 'I'Ifiry, . be it found in wbomfoever 
It .au. defma ill rur proportion of du­
cind ~od willj~ «l:nunencladoD; y.er no 
car:aer it ooon ill the [rut) ff!nfc of (he 
word which is DOt RLLlGfQ.Ulf. J 

Ja fine-to recapj,ulace what hu been 
raw. "",h fome addiuonal biW' :-Study 
&0 promote both wtelI«tUiI an~ monl 
Unprov~tDt, in converCatioD. labour [9 
briDg iOlQ it 2 difpoliWm to bear witb 
OIhera, and to be watchful over yourfc:lf; 
keep out of GcJu IIIJ prontinenr talent 
0( JC*f own, which, it indulged, mighl 
diIix>_g. or opprcf. dI. r..ble-minded. 
U ,.,.. _ ""1 _ prtfeot to polfe~ 

..., JIOIIIcular waItD"'or infirmity •• " .. , 
ewadl' ..... wit by malidouOy inventing 
_ 1IIUdo ... y ltid her to eXpOI< 
--a...,*. _ lite u fa.vourable a 
....... ,.. _ II> die Col .... • hi<II 
~. oM WdIf help bet to ....... 

. • rdl 



ceaa ., lIl. • 

nil .. ' oi licht, Nfow '. Y; ,.... 
O\Y%l bUm('l\lT, by huadflC' 
fuf .. a t1Uy. wound. _1 oar ,$ $ 31. 
"their peT"''', eonnea.iolll, ph , _ .... 
Uk,orrdigioue opinioD'J .Del .. • ..... 
gtt to examine: wbetber rbe I~gh y~ 
h h.ired ntveor boUS .... at mil ftpeeet. 
Gi\"e credit. 10 ddt -who, widiCJWt ,.. 
kinJnorli, "ill get .oat; do DOl call " 
arty one whom you dare nOC alk ., 
Utl1efli from motivu in whicb the goldta 
rule wH\ ~T you 0,,". -6ftIt __ to 
fhfne nor to triumph l u. if yea faifk • 
pl~r~J tlke Gat'e that it ~ in order to 
("'QQvttt the inftutoee you m,y pia .". 
plofing, co the good of alhe,., Ctlltivn 
true· potitend'" (or it ;rOwt oat of '"* 
prillc::iple, and is confilleut .. -jth ,he. Gofpd 
of Chr;ft; bu, .. oid dIM '"saaI ..,.. 
lions whicb are not Alanbfled .b1 .... 
will t an,d thofc biN ,,(""'001 01 ...... 
ncr, which art not di&atcd b, • 2 

Rmx~~ ,.. dK:~==~~~~U 
*ugItt l1IIiMII n :' 



" ~ . . ~ ..... If..,'" ~.~ 
~t'I!l'''- In1Ib r jopplidlJ: '-Iiir ..... It dto !itft chuIII ill 
i by ... Truth it in mind; and could 
'I:IIodI ....... bcrli:lf vdible, !he "ould ap-
........ i.J iD Simplicity. 

Jl.cmeOlbtr alfo, thin tTue.good narure 
iI che: foul, of "kich politcIkfs is only the 
garb. It it not tirat anificial qua.lity 

is ukcn up by ..... , .. hen they go 
~. in ord(l' to chana tbofe 

'WllDIII It it not their JY.lrlicular buliocr • 
. -to pIeaft .• and iii laid down "'hen they 

rtnml h~ lfi) Ih,,[e ro 1lo'hom to appear 
iIlhiobk ;. • raI duty. II i. not that 

. ~:=:~lbut da::itf:ll former" whicb 
1 _4'" over. hUDdrcd (e."., 

&I'll, fympatby and ,coder 



..c ..... ." tile ~:.~~~~ 

.. ltIdIdif ............. 
frieftd. "';,h "'tie alRQlojo, oa1I 
own family with Ihtllt auvhinejw. 

True good.".,..... thai wIIicII ~ 
detervet the name, is not & holida7 ,..... 
meOl, but ean cvcry-daJ babU. It" 
nut coatiA in fcn.ilr: coqaphlfaqct, tit 
d;lhoneft fbnery. or a!'cac.J rYalJIoI/l,. 
or unqualified arrent, or UDtI'&r1'IDtIbIe 

compliance, 01' cle:rnal fmik.. Bd'on k 
can be allowed to rank. with tbe vutuca, 

• it muft be WTougbr up from a humour 
uno a principle, from in occa6oml ~ 
polition ioto a habil. It mult bt the ,.. 
lulf of an equal and well.goyerned..., 
Dot the Ilart of oruai gaielY, ahe nfck 
or dtfigning vanity. or the wIdm of 
capricious fondndi. It"~ 
of kindAda, f-. forgiv...r., III!! 
klf.dtaiaJ,;. "it feekcda DOt itt owq,," till 
mull be eapoblc 01 .·"inc 4 ., •• 
..... ;a..ol ........... h~., .,.. 

VOL.. II. 11 fill. 
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JeU'".10,vt; but ~ong the facriijces ~ it 
iDaJc,~1 it muQ never indllde its i~tegrily. 
Politmers on I he one hand, and infenfi· 
bility on tbe oth·er, aff'ume its name; and 
WftJ' its honours i but they aff'ume the 
110nou1s of a triump'll, without thi! malt 
of a ,1ftory; for politenefs fubdues no· 
thing, and infenlibility has nothing to 
(ubdue. Good.n:lturc of the true caft, 
ud onder the foregoing regulations, is 
abo,t all price: in the common intercourfe 
of domcfiic foticty i for an ordinary 
qU:lliry, \fhich is confiant ly brought into 
.&ion by the perpetually recurring 
though minute events of da.ily life, is of 
higher value Ih:1n more brilliant qualities 
_hich :Ire more (eldom called into ufe. 
Small pice« of ordinary current coin are 
of more illlportaucc in the commerce of 
the world than the med"lt of the ami. 
quif)'. And, ind«d, Chrifiianity Jus given 
tbat new tum to the charafler of aU 
tbc virtua, that perhaps it is the beft 

I I.n 
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tell of the cnellen" of .... 7 dill ..., 
h""c little brilliancy in tbem. Ue ~ 
ian Religion has degraded Coma rpScQcil 
qu:aUtiet (rom the rank they held, aDd 
dev:ated thore whlch were obfc;",. 1mo 
diRinfl:ion • . 



[ '00 J 

, 
CHAP. ~V. 

So .. D.nger '1 .n iI/·dircl/,d S"'jibi/i,y. 

L conlidering the human cha~acr with 
• Yicw to ill improvement, it is prudent to 
... .our to difcovc:r the natural bent of 
1M mind, aad. having found it. to dired 
~ ~rcc againfi: that fide on which lhe 
warp lia, that you may leffen by counter­
aaiob the dtfetl wbich you might be pro­
maciag, by applying your aid in a contrary 
-6e&i0n. Iklt chc .wfortunc is, people 

mean better than they judge are apt 
.. lilt. up. fct or ge<>=l ",fa. good per­
...... in _ .... and origUWlr glc:ao<d 
&am aperiencr and obfern.lion on the 
~:~ eI........, things. but not appH­
, 1",,11 -. Thcfe rufa they keep by flI_.. __ of UDi..n.l cIlU:acy. 

t-*" ...., lhaeb. o/im brin& out for' 
ufo 
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uf. in caf .. to"hich they do - 1fIIIJ. 
For to make any ret'DCdy d£caua1, it • .at 
enough to _ die mtdiciA<, )'Ou _ 

Rudy the conilinttion alfo; if there be DOl 

a congruity between the t-o, you l1li, be 
iojuring OPe patient by the tnemI-..,.,. 
requifite to nUe and rc(\on: another I wIdt 
temperament iI of a contrary dd'cripdc:& 

It is of importance in forming the ti:ntaII 
ch:u-aacr, thar: thofe 00 whoso tlUl tlfk .. 
vol ... Ihould po!cf. fo much pcDIOIlIiau 
at aceunreJy to difcern the cHgNe __ faa.. 
fibillty. and to much judgmeot .. 10..,. 
commodate the trtttmtnt to the tn.IiwWuI 
charaaer. By eonIlmUy llimularias ... 
cx,oIling rediD!!, ,,",ullllIT quick. .­
&eling. will be rendered '00 ac ...... 
irriubIe. On ,h. o,ber -. • .... 
and equable ,emper "ill _ .... 
by d.: ,oW _I of eo,*-, ... 
former ue:wntnt ~'f'CftI the '& db, 
into • foorcc of mor. '8i1ooioa. ... po 
mity; tbe latter bm:t tbcir oadye...,1t 
dcadenI,hufelliool. alld p~.coW, 

HJ .... 
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...., leWb {pint; for the human mind 
iran iafiramezn. whid"rill lore ill fweet~"" 
..... if firained roo high, and will be de­
prhed of its tone and firength if not fur. 
flCia>llf raired. 

h ... uel to chill the preciotlr f~fibility 
of u ingenuoul foul, by treating with 
fupcrcilious coldner, :md unfeeling ridi. 
ode e.try indication of a warm, lender, 
cliwlleretled. and enthllfiafi..ic (pirie, as if 
it exhibited (ymptom. of a defidency in 
~erJtandii\g or prudencC'. How many 
are apt to intimate, with a fmile of 
JDiaalcd pity and comempt, in confidering 
fach a ch:.rallcr, that ... hen fhe knows 
.. world, that ii, in other word" when 
.. 8:aaU be grown cunning, felfHb, and 
£afpicioua. ibe will be aOlarned of her 
p ..... sIo" of boneR warmth, and of 
.. to.dy fuf«ptibiliry of htart. May 
• finer bow the world, if the know • 
..... of il mun be acquired at ruth an 
....... 1 But to feafiblc beam, .. ..., 
IoIIicIIioa of g<1IIIiDc (ccliDg will be dear, 

for 
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for ,hey,...11 bow dh' it iJ 'bio ,_ 
wb~h, by tbe guicboee of the DiW 
Spirit, may make her ODe day ~ 
morc enamoured of the: beauty of bali_, 
which, with the co-operation of priDCiplc, 
and undct ..i tl dire&ion, win render her ... 
livd y agent of Providence in dimil).tO.ina 
the mir~ty that is in the world; inca .. hic.b 
m~ry this lcm~r will ghe hcr a quitkcr 
intuition than colder ch:araftcr. po4c{t. 
It is thi:> temper wMch, when it .. toucbcd 
and puri6c:d by a U live c:oal (rom rIM: 
" altar·," will give hc:r a ktrDCT tafte 
for the {pint of r ligion, aDd a quicker 
zeal in difcharging itt dune.. nut let 
it be remembered likewir~ that. IU t ..... 

ja no quality in the female chanatr \Ybicb 
mort nib it. tone, fa there ia 
which will be ro likely'. tnolmos- til&; 
peace, and to cxpolie lbe 'Iirrac .,. d .. 
pontd"or; none which rcquir ...... 
it. Iu.s;uriancic. morc carefully ~ 
and its wild (hoot, more dofely ~ 

• lWab. n. 6. H, r .. 
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For ,.UrlS __ e>i ~ .... u..uy 
-. bol ~ <aRfidIy dikiplincd, au i. 
~ q£ ~rriD& an" unnatural itrita~ 
biIiQ: t ud while dWT happinef. falls a. 
• .iai. to the excer, of unrontroUed fed­
ior. they are liabJe at tbe [amI! lime to 
ia4ulge 3 nnil y of all orners tbe mon: 
prepofttrOUI, that of being "ain of thOr 
..., d.rca. Th.y h." heard (cn('~11 
Jai&bly commended, wilboUl having }leard 
any Ihmg of tbofe bound. and fences 
",hkh were intended to confine if, and 
wimout b.lYing been imbued with that 
pdaciple .. bleh would have given it a 
bePC6ci:!l dirc:8.ion. Conrciou. that they 
JICIJcM lh, qul/tlity itfdf in the extreme, 
a4 DOt aware that they \\ant all that 
~ that quality raf~ and Odigbtful, 
IbcJ pIIIII;te hadlong iOlo ,ho(. fin. and 
lIIllaia from ",l1ich they. conceitedly and 
~d, im.gine, dial eo, principlq but 
~ .... prcfcrnd the more ~. 
~. jIId wdI·Utllru/led of Iheir fa. 

But 
~------------~ 
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But .. it would be fordS" 10 !be ,... 
felt deftp 16 exp::u.t.ate on \bore tritaiMJ 
ex<dICt which arc fo ... of ,be fad .a:.a. 
of ungo\'troed paffiQn, it is only in~ 
here to hawd a few remark. on tho6 
lighter con quences of it which coaGI 
in the loU of comJOrt ,hholot ruin of 
eMraaer, o.nd the: priv;ation of much of 
the. bappind'. of life without illVolYiDS any 
"try ctnfurable degree of guilt or di(c.rtdif. 
Let it, bowever, be incidentally rtlDUk.c:d, 
and let it be eard'ully remembcr~? rbar if' 
no women have tiren (0 hiRh in the fcalc of 
moral excellence ... 1 thofe wholi natural 
warmth bas been confeit;ntiouQy governed. 
by i(l true guide, and wrc8ed fO ii, (rUe 

end; fo nODe have furnitbed fuch de. 
plorable ialbnees of q:lreme: dcpra \.ity u 
cbofe .h~ through the ignorance or .. 
derdiaion of principle, han beat. ... 
d'- "" ,be .. ccf. of ohio '<11.....,.. .. 
the Yiolence of UnsoyC'eN ~ ~ 
uncontrolled indinuioDa. ~ If' 
.e were to inquire into lbe I'CIDO&e a_ 

of 
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of Come oF the bIackefl crimes which filin 
tbe annau of mankind, profligacy, j tnur.~ 

dtr, and efpcci"lly fuicide, we might trace " 
them back to this otiginal principle, an 
~overned Senfibility. 

Notwilh£landing all the fine. theories in 
pt'O(e and verfe to wttich tbi. topic has r 
given birlh, it will be found that very 
C:1<}uiftte- fcofibility contributes fo little to 
litJppintfi, and m:ly yet be made to cootti· 
bUfe fo llluch (0 rifefulntfi, that it mar, 
p8th:tps, be confidered as benowed for an 
exerci(e to the poadlor'. own virrue, and 
at the fame time, :18 a keen infirumellt 

.with which he may better work for the 
good of otbers. 

Women of this can of mind are lee:; 
cvcful to avoid,lhe cha.rge of unbouoded 
extremes, tba.n t eJca-pe at all ('vtali lb~ 

imputation of infenfrbili-y. They are lillIe 
alarmed ~t the danger of (>"cuOing, though 
leniClCA at the fufpiliol) of ccmingjh,r'. of 
.bat tbey tuke to be the extreme point 
of feeling. They l,l·iU even te(o!vc to 

prove 
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pro.. tho wvmth of ,heir r.r.t.itity. 
though at the expence of tqjuds-ntt 
and fometimes alCo of their julice. E'fc:a 
wben they earneiJy de:fire to I¥ and to. 
right, they a.re 'apt to employ the wtOtlJ 
infirument td acoomplifh the right ea4. 
They empJoy the paO"lon. 10 do the work 
of tbe jlldgmcnt ; forge1ling. or not know. 
ing, that the paffions were not givetl u. to 

be uCed in the (earch and difco'fery oftrutb,. 
which i. the office oC a cooler and more 
difcriminating faculty; but that they were 
given to animate U5 10 \\"lnncr ~ea1 ill the 
purfuil and pnflicc of truth, when tbe 
judgment lhllll have pointed out what iI 
truth. 

Tbrough rhi. natural warmth, ..,hich 
they have been junly told iI fo plcafmg, but 
which, perhap.l, they h:l\'c nOl been ,old 
" ,ill be conc1nually expo6.ng them to 
peril and to fulfcring. their ,toy, and lOr. 
r090'1 arc excd!i\1:. Of Ihi. Cltb'eaMI it';" 

ubililY, as "3 be/ore remarked. the ill· 
~uc:aled lc1rn to bo;ft II if i.e wero a" 

cido4 

• 
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a.ted iadic>bo. of Cuperiority of Iou!. in. 
Aad of ~ng to reflram it as the e~ 
_ of. ~ which teafes to be amiable, 
.hen it is no longer under the control of 
the governi.Dc faculty. It i. mitforluoe 
800ugb to be born mOTe . Me to {tUfcr 
IIDd fO fUl, frOIn.this conformation of mind; 
it i. too much (0 nourifh the eva by un.. 
reftraiaed indulgence; it is am worfe to be: 
proud of Cu mifleamng a quality. 

Flippancy, impetuolity, rcfc:mmenl, and 
'IIioIencc of fpirir, grow out of this dir. 
po6tio~ which will be rather promoted 
tban correfled, by tbe fy(\cm of roua. 
doll OIl ""hich we han been aD.ilnad. 
flrtiDg; in whiclt fyftem, emotions are 
100 ... Iy and too much ex.citcd, and 
... lad feeling_ are confidcred as too ex. 
dooIivdy making up the whole of the;. fe. 
... chanaer; in wbic.h the judgment 

..... IaIe aut:Ucd, the rcalOning powua 
_ -.. brought illlo .lIion, and C.lf. 
h nWp IN! Cclf-deoi>i Ccarecly in • ..... 
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The proptnfityof minu which we are 
eonlidtring, if unchecked, Jays itt- plKdOtt 
Dpen 10 unjull prtpoffdlions, and (!lpaSt& 

them to all tbe danger of unfounded at .. 
l!lcbluetUs. IJ\ t':2ir!y youth, not only lo'le 
at fira lighr, but ::tlfo friendflUp, of the fame 
(udden growth, (pring. up trom an ill·di. 
rected fenfibilhy; and in a{ter.lift:, w~mcn 
'\Inder the powerful influence of thit: tem­
per. conreiaU$ that they have much to be 
horne with. arc too rt3dily inclined to (t­

lea for tbeir confidential connealons, Oex .. 
• ible and Battering companions, who will 

indulge and per.hapi admire tbeir hul"" ra­
ther than firm and hOIlcll: (rlcndl, who-will 
reprove Mid would affift in eurillg thtQ1. 
We may adapt it 3' a general maxim, that 
an obliging, weak. yieldil'lg, complaifant 
friend, full of fmaU tlttentiont, with lirde 
religion, little judgment, and much nouut'lll 
acquiefceuce and dvj)iIY. is a moft dange. 
rous) though generally 11 tOO mach ddjrcd 
confidanle ~ Jh4 fOOlbtll.be indolmce, and 

gratifies (be vanity of bor fr.ic:Dd t by •. (~ 
2 cwcdlPg 
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(oociUng ber to ber Rults, whire Ole nei 4 

Iher keeps the uoderftanding nor tEe 
"jrtuel of thu fril;l'ld in exertife i but 
withhold. frolU ber cvtry ufeful trUtll, 
.. hith by opening her eyes might g!\'e 
he:r JY.Iin. There obfequioU8 qualities are 
the ~l foft green · u oh waich the (oul 
love. to t t;POfc itIe1f. Rut it is not a 
refrelbing or a wholefome repofc: we 
&.culd not Celea, (or tbe fake of prefent 
de, a foothing Oattcret, who ,\""ilt lull us 
into a ple3fiu~ oblivion of Ollr failings) but 
a (ricnd wbo, valuing OUT foul's health 
#bove Oltr immediate comfort, will rOllfe 
us from IQrpid indulgence to animation, 
,iboi!::.nc!:, nnd "irtllc. 

An ill.dirctlcd fcnfibitity :tlfo leads ~ 
1C'Omi\ll to be injudidous and eccentric in 
her charititl; {he will be in danger of 
propol"lioning her bounty to the imrne. 
di.ue lTeft whicb the dillrdfea o~cft 

produces on her fenfCtl ~ and t'b¢ \\ill be 



• mDre liberal to 3. fn:uU dinrc(, pr • 
• fepling itf~r [0 her own CYCf. th:m to 

the more prdIittg "~na and bener cb.ims 
o( t~ofc mircrit of which ale only bOTS 
tbe rei"Iion. 'fhere is a fOfe of tbge.. 
effect which fOUle people: coqu.ire for their 
~l\aritiea; {be wilt be qPl :Ufo to de6rc, 
that the . objcfl of bet camp:lffi~n OU111 
ba\'c fomcthing interdUng and amiable 
in it, fuch as (hall lurnilb p\eafml) inuge. 
and lively pierures to her imagination. 
and eng:aging Cubjcal for de(eripuon; 
fO!8elling, tbat in her cbarities, a, well 
'U in evety tbing t:!re, the ia to b! a U (014 

u l Jower of Him who plc:lfed not himfdf j" 
forgetting, that the moR. coatfe and di(~ 

guniag objea is as mucb dH: reprefc:ul.'\o 
riYe of Him, wbo raid. ., Inarmucb •• 
U ye do it to onc of the lean of there, ye 
., do it untO me," as the mon intercrting; 
nay-, the ruore.oninviting and rcpllifive cafd 
may be betteT Icn. of the priuciplc on 
",bieb we rtJievc, than thofe which 
abound in pathos and intc:rC'~ aa we can 

hue 
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kave lef. fufpicion Qf ololr ..motive in... Uu! 
Tatter cafe than in the ~rmer. But, whijt; . -
Wt ought to neglt& neither of thefe fup. 
fl9led cafet. yet the JeCa-oUr feelin~ are 
(aUght by pleafiDg circuOlClant=eSt the -lels 
will be the dange-T of Our i.nd~}ging [elf· 
complacency, and t,hc lUOre likely ihall we 
tiC to do what we: do for tile fake of 1:1im 
wbo. has ta ught us, tbat no deeds but 
what are performed on that principle 
U Jball be recompc:nfeclat tbe refurrcilion 
" of the iuR," 

But through the Want of lhat goverq­
lAg prinOiplc which OlouJd dir~a her 
fentibility, a tender.he/uted woman, ''''hofe 
h.Dd, if /he be afiuaiiy furrounded with 
fcenell -and circuJPftancea to taU il inlo 
.tI.iOP, h 

Opt» .. !lay 16 mdoflR' ebarity, 

oevcrlhclef. ~ "''Fly fail, in tbe weal 
.,wi comprehenbVe. dqry. of Chrillian love, 
for IOe bas f~li.r which ..., a&d upon 
~If by l~ ci,,~cea 'UlIl prcSrat 

ClCDts • 
• 
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_IS. Only milO" her "to IIIIO<hct 
ICcoe, cIilI .. t &om the ... au the .... boca 
relieving; place het in the lap of blduJ. 
genet, (0 entmlcbed with tafe and pta. 
ture, fo OM","<d in the fdfto.a of .r.. 
that difttcfs liD longer Sad. any ac:c.eft to 
her pttren&, but through the faiQt au4 
dun medium of • din"" t<prtfcntauoo: 
remove h.et from the fight and found of 
that mifery, which, when prcfeut, fo ten­
derly as'efud her-the now forgett lhai 
mifery exjlis; as the hear. but litde, 
apd feet nothing of want ud [orrow, fhe 
t. ready to f:mcy thar tbe world i. grOMI 
happier than it was: in the meantim~, 
with a quiet eonl'liience and J tboughtler. 
unllY, the hA$ been laviIhing all fupt:rflut_ 
tiet that money wbich {he would cheer .. 
fully have glvcn to a c.haritable care, ~d 
{he not forgotten that any fuc.h were in 
.>cift .. «, b<t..r. PI"Ifort bad blocked 
up the avenun through which mifery 
urtd to ftnd its Wiy to ber bean; and 
bOW', wben. again filch a df'c (0fCU hUll 

VOL. Jl. 1 iolOo 
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iAtp ~.r prq(ence. (h~ ~I$ ..;~ rcal 
'ftnuritY' tbat,,the moneyr is gone wlUcb 
ra~l~ !W" "limp if, 
~ \11 tbe J,llcantime, pez ba~sJ other 
~n~ .... of ~rs natural (ympathy" J>u~ 
l\'hofe ~);lDp:l.thj~$ ar,= u,f1d~ better regu}~; 
ion, Qf who aCl- trPf- a principle whic~ 
requires little fljrnulus; have. by aD babl-

' . ' ~Ua1 courTe of. fdf.dc.rilal, by a connant 
ctclerminal1qn t~ rduCe themr'd\'cs Ul!ne~ 
~errary in4ufs:encies. and by guardin'ij 
"r-Untl: tbut diffolving l"LEA5UkJ! which 
melfs dowJ;l .the ~rmen yirtu~ that allJ,lwS 
itre1f to b~ in its beams) have been quietly 
f'llrniihing a regular provifion for miferie., 
which their- kZ;Jowledge of the flate of the 
world t~che$ t.hem ilreteverywhere to be 
foun~, npd whi,eh ' their obedience to th~ 
will of Gq~ tells them it is their: duty 
belli to ~d out ~d to relieve; a 
~ .. "",l expeCtation bf Dcing liable to 
be called upon ror afls of charity, will 
lead rhe confcjcnllouily charitable aIwaYJ 
10 1>< p'ep;ued. " . 

On 
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On Cuch • niliId u we b.m .b.c. d~ 
fcribiog. N .. <I'1 alCo ",ill opente wiell 
pewliar fotet, and in Dothing IllOft ,bUl 
10 tbe article or charity_ Old eftablilh.d 
inftirutionl, whore continued ttiftenee 
muft depend on the tontinued bounty of 
that a.ftlufllce co whkh they owed th. 
origin, will be fomethnea ntglc£tcd, II 

pttfenting no variety to the imlgtnlttoQ, 
a. ~"ing by their onifonnity cealed to be 
imerelling, then: is oow a total failure 
of thofe rprinp of mett, renfiti,c fctcling 
tIj'bieh rtf the tbatit), a-going, aod thore 
fudden emotion, of tendernef, a.o,d guf'tr 
of pilt wbich once wete felt, mu.tt now 
he exciled by neWer fOffl» of diftter .. -
A, age eome. 00, that cbujt1 wbich 
hilS b«n the deft of mere feeling, 
gt0\'" cold and rigid; thi.t batdner. u 
1.1(0 incre.fed by the frequUlt dirappoint. 
tneht$ charity ha, experienced in its tOO 
high e.tpeflations of the gratitude and 
fubfequem. merit of thore it haa re. 
lieved; and by withdrawing iu bounty, 

1 2 becau.fe 
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~t.d·~ tome of its obje&t have bten un.­
deftrviDg, it gives clear proortbat what it 
beftowed w;s for- its · own a grolti6c:itio ... ; 
and now finding diat Ttlf--oompJaeency at 
an end, it beRow. no longer. Ptobably 
tOO th~ CR.Ure of fa mtkh dirllppointrrtent 
may have been, that ill cboiee of theabjefb 
to which feeling, r::uher than a difcriminat. 
iog judgment, Iw led. The fummer 
thowcn of mere fenfibility foon dry up, 
while the living (pring of Cbrillian eb>­
ritt nOW1 alike in all fc:aruru. 

The ilnpatienc.e. levity, and fickltne~ 
of whic.h wotnm have been fomewhat too 
generally accufed, are perM))' in no fmall 
degree :.gS""'ted by tbe liulcncd'.nd fr;. 
-vol.oufnefs of female purfuit.. Tbe fon of 
edantion they' commonly receive, teae:hee: 
tirls to let a great price on fmall thingt. 
ncrldes this, they do not always learn 
10 kttp a very corred- {cale of drgrea for 
rating me: \-alue of tbe objefu: of their ad. 
mir.uton IJld ahachmenl-; but by • kind 
('IT ltt1ecmfcious-idOlatry, they rather make 

a merit 
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• merit of loving /#1"",,/, lbing> and 
petfon' which onghL 10 be lovC<! wit~ 
moderalion and in a fubordilUlt degree 
the one to the other. Unluckily, truey 
con.6Jer modmrioo u fo l1etdWily indi .. 
catin&-:a cold beart:;md narrOw foul. and 
Ihey look ~potl • fulle of indiff,reno< willi 
(p much horror, that either to lo!t or hate. 
with energy is fpppofed .by tbem 10 pro.. 
~~ from a higher flate of mind lhan is 
po(J'c!li d by,more-Ready and eq101a.ble cha. 
raaers, Wbereu it is in raa tbe criterion 
of a Vl'2.rm but w~U-di1c8w. rcnGbiUt)'~ 

thaL wbile it is capable of loving with 
energy, it mull be enabled, by the judg­
ment which govern, it, to CUlt alld adjutt. 
its degtee of interell to the natun ;nd 
excellence of tbe objr:d about wbich. ic 
is imerefted i for unrcafou:lble prepor. 
reffion. diCpropottionate .. ttaehment, and 
~pricious or precarioul fon4neU:, iii not 
fenfibllity. 

Exeeffive but unintentional jI(lIUt', i_ 
.another fault into wbicll a ftrong fenjj· 

1 3 hilil)' 



lIiIiry i. iA dmger oi IadiDg i .. po8"e5o .. 
4. tender heart aad. wanD.- imaginaDolJ­
conlpire to throw a Cort of ndiaace....rouacl. 
tIM objeft of tbei love, tiJI they arc 
d:anlcd by a brightnc:li of their---oWftl 
.... tiag. Th. worldly and fafhiot>~ 

bonow tbe warm language ot fenfibiJitT 
without having the really wann feeling; 
and young ladies gel rueh a habit or 
{aying, and efpecia1ty of writing, ruth 
ovc.r obliging and 8attering thing' to each 
other, that lhi. mutual pOlittner., aided 
by the felf.Jove fa natural to us all, and 
by aD uDwillingneI. to {earth inro our own 
heam, keeps up the iIIuGan, and we get a 
habit of taking our chara£\.er from the 
good we /KAr of ourrelyee, which olhCl'l 
afi"ume, but do nqt very well know, ratber 
than from the eta we /t(/ in ourreh~ 
aDd .hich we therefore ollght to be too 
thoroughly acquainted with to t-ak.c Ouf 

opinion of OUrfelVCl from what We hnr 
(rom. others. 
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U.~ fmli 'liI1 iI .pt to gltcl 
a , ..... og JIr.a;o. I.Jb til>i1ttlu l MId i 
alI.a;on ci,.., IaU.li>Iirt of lb. tr~.md or 
f,;&dihip. If (1ft Objood of . it> ''l!lII'd 
bapPc..1l co be l~ek, what inqui/ire. J wlraP 
prefc:riptions! wh;lr u a~n:rnubtlon it 
rome.. of clfea In Whlch the rqmmy its­
f~.dlwl. luggea. h.. "",n IIK«I,I.1! 

\,Vh.r an on.ff«led tcndcfnef. IQt 1he 
perilbiog body! Y., i, ,toll f,nabililY 
cguaUy -alive to the imlJ'lOttai in(elcn. o( 
the fufferer ~ It it nOl (1Itn~ an4 ;at ~o 

when it conftlnplaltJ rhe d&iirc:ft fdcnd 
)?fJ'fliling in opinions c:JTenu.:.Uy dangerous 
in pn8ica unqudlionably wrong' Duel 
it not vi~w :ill this, not only without I 

generous ardour to point oat Ihe pe.til, 
and rtfclle the rricud; but if that frirnd 
be: fuppofed to be dying, doet it not even 
make h the "it~ritm of kindllcfs to tet her 
die uudeceivt:d 1 What a want of true: 
fJenJibiliry, to feel for the pain, but nOt 
for the danger of thofe we love! Now 
fee what fort of feufibiliry tbe Bible 

14 teachet f 
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racMs J ":(boo '/halt IlOl hale ., 

'U!!><h<r in 'Pine ~ l1!II ~ 
.. in UI]' wife rebuke i!im, ""lI~ 
U -fOt fuffer fin upop him·. OJ .But let 
thal tmdemert which Chrinu from the 
idea of c.xpormg wbat it Joves to a IQ()o 

meo.wy pang~ figure to itfer! the mre 
pnOibilitYt that the objeEt of it. own fond 
affeltion may not be the objeCt of the I 
Divine favour! Let it fhrink. from. the 
bare c:onjeaure, th2t " the familiar friend. 
a. with whoQ'l it baa taken (weer counfel/' 

i. going down to tbe g2tCl of death, un. 
repenting, unprtpued, and yet unwarned. 

But mere human fenfibiLity goes a 
J'bortu way to work. Not being able '0 
give its friend the ~D of bearing her taub. 
or of knowing ber danger, it WOtka itrelf 
up into the quieting deluflOn lh~t no dan,. 
gCl' wR:~ at leall not for the objea. of i\, 
own afftaion; it grarifiea itfelf by invent. 
iog a (.1\·:u1011 fo comprehen6ve u lbaIl 
pke in all itfdI loves with 2U their faults; 

it 
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~_ to 'ill Oft foDd bc2It 11\ idooI 
aiId aagerittil dlviM "=y. ""ieh IIoaII 
potdon md ~ ... 11 in .. hcmi ,lib bliad 
fenfi&ility hal an intertR., wht.ther the, be 
(!OOd or .. hah .. 'hey be nil. 

la rqard to it. application to n:-ljgiOUl 
purpof~. it ii a tclt: that {eoftbility ha 
Recived ita trUe dirtaion when it b ttl-­
prnnel1 fUrned to the love of Cod f lor 
to potTtr. an ovttftowing fondnelJ for our 
fdlow-cteatulCl and rel1ow.finnert, and to 

be cold and infenfible to tbe Eft".:nce of 
goodnef. and pe.rfelt.ion, is an inton. 
fiRency to wbich the feeting heart b 
awfunr liable. God h .. himfdf ,he fitft 
c.Wm 10 tbe fmfitl:iliIy he bc:Rowed. It Be 
U firflloved u.:" this i. a 1111111rlll cure 
of love. U He loved u. wbile we were 
U flnncn:" this i. a fojJtr'Mtural (lUre. 
He continues 10 love u. though we negle& 
hi. favouu, and Right hi. mercin:: this 
would "'ca.r our any eJrthly kjndodi. 
He forgives llJ, Dot petty nea1ea., not 
pccafional Qiabu, but,nc.ou. fin., re.-

peated 
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pattd oifltt!cd, ' broken- vctws., and 1fn __ 

requited love; W...hat tiuman friend'ihip 
perfornu 'Offices fo c:alcuwm to totum! ,,-, 
rp~J of fenfibility ? ;1: l rtunili 

Thore youllgwomen in whom fetlirtg..is; 
itLdulged w the adufWIi. of rtafon and 
enmin:atiou;- are peculiarly Jl:4ble t6 bdl 
the dupes 'Of prejudice, rnfh dtai6onIJ, :mw 
fllfc: judgment. The 'undhftanding hay": 
.jag but little power OTer the' v,.i1I. tNeil" 
aJfeaions irc not well poized, and tbeit 
mind, are kept in a flate 7cady to' bI::: a8e<t' 
upOn by ~ the fiu.Ct:uations O'f alt¢rnatt, 
impulfclI; by [udden ,and rvarying 1m .. 
ETdflOns i ' by cafual and comradiCtory: 
drcumnauces; and by emotions excited 
by ~,ry at;;cident. loftc:ad of being guided. 
by the brQlld view. of gener.al .truth, and 
having one fixed principle, they are driven 
on by the impetuofity of the mOlJlent. 

And this impctuofity }llinds the judgment 
:u much ;1.$ it rui.Qeads dIe conduCl: j fo that 
for want, pf a habit of cool invdligat.ion 
;uld JnquilJ, they rpoet ,f:\'ery eyent with. 

3 out 
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,.. "r preriuuty 6>mIcd epIDIan .. "' .. __ .aioa. ADIl .. tbeJ do noL acaftom 
tb.emfd.,. to apprecDt.o ll. ral value of 
shings, tbeir anmbon it :. hb&, to be led 
'''''r br tile under pam '1f • (ubj«!, 
at 10 JaR: on the. Jadmg f~UfC. 'fbi 
_ eag..n..r. of mmd wild .hinder> 
thc opcr.aion of Lhc ducrimlDlltias. "­
c:uky, lcaoh ,Iro to the Cfror of dtttt. 
mining on tbe nai,ud, of an *lion by itt 
fu«e&, and LO lbtt of making tbe c,ent 
of 1XI: undertakins decide em it, juftice 
or prOP~IY : it alto lea41 (0 th:1f (uptr. 
"cial and erroneous way of judging which 
fal'ens on t"Xceptlom, if they make in one', 
own Ca.,our, a. ground. of rcatanin!,. 
while ~bq lead "I to overtook received 
and genenl rulu"hich fend to cllabti1h 
a doClrinc contrary to our w iIha. 

Opc:n.bcamd. iodifcrcet jprk, of\C1l 
pick up a few ft:rong notiona, "Which are 
as falx in lhemJd'VCI u they are popular 
among the cb6 in qudHon: fuch II, 

I' that warm fricndt mutt nuke warm 
" plem.iet;" 
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ff enemin;"-that "me generousloye and 

" hate with all their hearu ;- that. "..a 
U reformed rake.amkCl the bdt buibarul;" 
-that U tbere is no medium in marriage, 
" but that ilis a. fi-ale .of exquifite happie­
C4 nef. or c.xquifll:c mifery t' with many 
other doll-rina of equal cu'rre:ncy and 
equal foundnefs ! Thefe they confider aJ 

uioaut 1Jld adopt as rules of life. From 
the t.·o lira. of tbefe oracular fayingt, girb 
arc in no fmall danger of becoming unjuft 
through the vcry warmth of their heartt : 
[or they ~'iU get a habit of rna-king thQr 
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of 
«)then, merely in proportion to the grCOLter 
or leIs degree of k..indnef, wbich they 
themfclve. have received from them. 
Their enimation of generaL charaCler it 
tbus formed on inCulated and parti:ll 
ground.; on the accidental circumCbncc 
of pe:nonal prcdilclHon or perforW pique. 
Kindnefs 10 themfelves or tbeir friends in.. 
rei .... 11 poffible nedl .... ; ntgldl. .u 
imaginable ddCa.. Fricndlhip and grad. 
t lude 
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tUde "'" and /hQula go • 11'''''' wt1; bur 
:11 they cannot" convert .i~in{o virrot!, fa 
tbey ought never 10 convert truth into' 
falfllhood. And it may be the more 
nettmry co be upon aliT guard 1n tru. 
in[hmee. be?ufe the "cry ide1l of gratitude 
may miOcad us, by conYfTting injulltce 
inta the femblance of a .irtue. W:trm 
txpreffions fhou1d therefore be Jimite! 
to tht con"eying a rente of our own 
individual obtiEfoltiom " 'hith are real, 
rather than employed to give an jmp~ffion 
of general excdlenee in the perron who 
has obliged UI, whkh may be imaginary. 
A good man it am good, though it may 
nor have f::!lIen in hi, ~·ay to oblige or 
{eNe U$~ nay, though he may hate ne· 
gle8ed, or even unintentionally hurt u.: 
3.1l? fin iJ 11i11 6n, though committed by 
the perfon in the wodd to whom we are 
the man obliged, aDd whom we 1'I)Ofi i~!c. 

We tome next to tb.lt fatal and mofl 
indelicate, my grofs muhn, th~ , ~ .~ Teo 

,< formed rake makes tbe ben hufbaad j !l 
an 
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... Aphornm to which the principles and the 
happiDcl'a of fo-many TOdog women na.ve 
bcm faori/iccd. It goo upon 'he pre­
poit:CI'OUJ fuppolition, not only tbat elfel\. 
1o. not follow clufn, but thtt they oppofe 
tb4m; on the fuptXlfifion, t~at habitual 
. ice cr~Uta reflinxJe of ch:1T:u9.er, ana 
1hal 6n products bppincfa ! thus fbtJy 
contmdiaing wh3t the moral gorernmen.f 
of God unirormly txhibirs in the c:otri: 01 
human eVeDta. ~d wllat Revelation to' 
evideolly :md un(vertally teaches. 

For it Lhould be obferved, that tbe! 
monnanon is genenlly, if not ahva)'S 

fuppofed to be brought about by the alt.. 
conquering force of female Ch:Ullll. Let 
but a proDigatt young man have 3 point 
to any by "'inning the aJfeEtion8 of a 
vain and lhoughtlefs girl; he will begin 
hi. amc:k. upon her hnrt by undermioing 
ber ~ljgiOU8 principles, and artftdl), re.­
aming tvery impediment whic.h might 
haft obftru&d her receiving the ad. 
drc&s of '3 man -without clru'a&r. And 

• 
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rl.ile be ",m lead her n .. 10 ~qa, ",dr. 
Qut ,idicuJe the. l\lClltion of thaL chaar:-o£ 
hWf which ScriplW"c u:ac:hct and ('xpet;~ 
cnce prove! Ihat tb~ power of llh,joc grace 
c&Il w()tk on a "".itiou. chamltcr; ,,'hilc. 
he 'P'lU I~ch her 10 fn~r :u. a c.ban~ 
\"h,ich he would treal. with contempt, be .. 
auIe be: denies (he poffibi,li,y of fo 11rangtl 
and -Ulir~ulou, a con\'crrion; yd he wiU _ 
Oot. fcruple to fwear, that the power- of ' ~ 
her beauty haa w.Drked a rcvo1ullon in hi, 
own loofe PTll8.iCCI whicb is. equally com. 
plete .:md initantant'oUl. 

BUI fuppofUig it pollible that bi.s. reo 
forpution wefe gCJl,uinc, it would evc,:n 
then by no meani in,'oke tbe truth of 
her propofition, tbat pall ubttlill~rm ifu 
faret future felicily; yet m:;tny 0. weak 
girl, confirmed in this pll:uaWc doEhi.ne 
by example. {he- haa frequcJltly admired 
of tbofe furprirlng refonnaliont fo cpno. 
veniently etTe8:ed in the taft fcene oJ DlOn. 

of our comedies, h.a! not fCfupled to rHk 
her "",hly ..... elCTaW h.pplnw with • 

man, 
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...... who i. not alhamcd 10 afcribe to d.!!I., 
1n8ueucc of her beau,y llul power .0£ 
changing the bent which he iOlpioWly 
d.to.icI to Omnipotence iudf'. 

1u 10 lb. Iall of ther. prallicai ~ 
rifm-. that U thue is DO .mediuUl iD: 
u marriage, but lh~t it u a 1bte of t1~ I 
n quifite b.ppjne& or c..~qu.ilire mifcrY--i't 
cbis, though not equa1ly finIul. i. equaiJy . 
deluftve: for marria.ge is only one modb 
fication of bUlJUlJ\ life. :md human lifd. 
not commonly in irfclf a aate of e. .... quifite 
extremes i but i, for the mon: pm th:u 
mixed and moder:uc llate, fo natu~ly 
dreaded by thore who ret out with ~cy. 
~ this world a llille of rapture, ::uld fo 
naturally expelled by tbore who ~ it 
to be. a natc of probation ' an(l difcipJinci , 
MalTage, therefore, is 001,. onc conditio,,", 
ao,d cfrrn the bdl condi1O~ of thOit iR.t.­

p<,£ea note of heWg which, Iho",b 
fc&doro very aquifite, i. of len very ~. 
abfe; and which may Jicld .tl\uc:h com-

''1 - S. 
fait to th<>fe ... 110 do 2O"Iook f., cpn1iP-t 

- tnnfpon, 
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~ IIut .wonumtd1 tl1otr,.,." 
find thcmldyc. dir,ppoiatd... o( doe •• , 
euling raptures they ~ uWcipatcd in 

m'F, difdainins to fit do .... ,.;th rd 
poor<i p.o.ilj ...... _~' .. <lf<'or ... 8 r_ ... ~ of LIrot _It Joe whlchr 
PrOTidtnoe cammooly fbcIb.,. wjtb a 
n.,.. .. cbedrr ckf~ lind to repr<r. 
prd"umption, gin themrcl.-u up to lhe 
C¥bcr a.lcanltivc I and, by aNndoning 
tbtirl ban. co dificomeru, IftlUt. to tbem. 
fclvts tblllt lJ'Ii{ety wiih which the;" (enoid 

irnasinoiiool hid filled the opPdlite rcal •• 

Ilt'he ,nth it, thcfe young ladlet are 
T'efJ 'apt to pick up their bpfniClnl, Itli' 
{rom the /dimes th:ln the poetl i and 
the poets, though it mull be con(c!fcd" 
the, aro (0010 of tb. bell ornbelUlher. of 
lik, itt< '0< f~ the' (,(.Il eonduflorf 
through it. In tra\·t:Uing through a .n; 
dtme(s, lhough we ~vail ourfdva of ili~ 
Iwrnon1 o( ftn&ink·bhd. to ...,der tb~ gro.. ddigllt(oI, yet "(0 .",er thln~ of. 

"YOL. U. & foDo\l"wa: 
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lOIIowing the.. .. guldts to coadut\ '" 
throup it. labyrin'h.. d 
t l1h.tJ:k~~et., in .. bom d~ nat"bftrl' 
defell...J of a \1'arml temper- ba.te becrt 
llunf!th«ned by .uducation which. felt.,., 
their fa.uft~ Me vuy de.."tIr<nJ,f in .:-lvailiag 
tbemfel,es of a hint, when , it favodnl a 
r.uling inclination, foothes vanitYr indulges. 
indolence, or grali6et their loye of power. 
They b:.ve heard fa offen from their 
favourite fencimentllt ~thon, and their' 
more fbtteting mille frie.nd~ "thllt wben 
U Nature det\ied them .fltetlgtb., lhe gave 
" them {&fein'fing graces in , compenra­
U riOD; that their fireogth coDfLlb jn their. 
u we2KnfJ ,It and rnat " the, ire eo. 
U dowed with :U:tl of pafuafiQJl " 'hich 
q fupply the. abfence of force, and the 
" plate of TQ{c;m;" tha.t they Jearn, in 
lime, to pride \hcmCelv.es on that very 
wmnd.., and to become DiD of tAcir 
i, perfcClioo. S till .1 length they • 
j O cl.i .. for. ,heir d.L:/b, noeJOllly. pordea, 

, but 
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b~tadn¥.-AAo.. """.~i!I_t.o~ 
• fptei .. of feeling w~ieb. if """cb~ 
tenninateI: ~jn cs.cc:ffive J!I~slJ -they 
leu" "I prodq.:. thtir jnz,bili'Y to bao 
CODlnldiClion DLa proof 0( their ten .... 
nef.; an4 to induJgOot in Wt fort"Of irrl:. 
t;\bn~)rt_aJ that tfl.tc ' Jo Jben,\fft.\''tIJ' 
wbi~h' ~vit:a.~l.f lead! to tht utter ex,.. 
clofion .of aU ..,illtCfeft in the f~ffc:tingl of 
othen. In/lead of ex:crc.i.fmg thtir fcrt .. 
fibility if\, the 'whoterome d~~y of relieving 
diftrefa aftd vifuing tctnet of (QtTow. lb. 
(enfibility. itfele: it pleaded 81 :1 reafon for 
{heir nOl being :able to enduJe fights at 
woe, and, for fIlunning. tb. dift ... r, i. 
lhould He exerted in rerno,ving. 'That! 
exquj(jtc fenfc of rtc:ling which God im· 
'pl:mted in , tbe b.ean ~ lI. ftimulu, to 
quickcfi us .. in lelicl1ng Ih~ miferiet ~( 
ot1len, i, thu~ inrrovL'tted, t.Dd leams to 
'confider j", not}' the :lBcnt, but' the 
.hj,a of i9mpolflOn. 'tend,,,,,,,, it _d. 

·a. • ute for belng bard.lJe.artcd; and, 
inRoad of drying we "'«ping .) ... of 

= K 2: athcn, 
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otlltn, 'diU: filfe "del1cacy rdekei ttl' 

relfifb 1ind ''''elY 'lara fo'- l~' mof~ 
d'8int ·."d" lell exptiilh fclffhMw.fi'hl' 
tlit ... ltlng .... 1 of ffie "paibl!rk I 
sed)" .. ' .. ,oJ- ;ia 

Wfien ' f..unil IIimull. eo onlY' to TelyJr 
ittd\l'W ..... : when lhe mdre'exqumte .i!i!l:f 
tions of fympalhy and piry mpOrate in 
ftnriment, inflcia'Of flowing 'Out< in aaiv~' 
charilY, and atordillg affiA:ance,""ote!iiori, 
or conlOlation to every .f~iel· of diftref. 
within it11e:lch; it i. an evidence that Ihe 
falidS is of .. fpbrioul kirld; and inftead 
of being nouriOted as an amiable tmi!er.1 

nef., it fhould be fllbdued as a fond antl 
bafc felf.love. 

'mat idle.net'$, to ",'bole · Ct'llel tDrOlrh 
many wamlcn of fortune are unhappily 
expofai, from not having bttn trll.ned to 
confider 'wbolefome occupation; vigorous 
exertion. and fyftematit emptoyrnmi, ;" 
making pan of the indi!p<nfable du);"·;' • 
of tifc, lay. tllem open! to a diouf1ftd cvif,' 
.r flUt"ItiDd, from "hith ,ho urulll :\hlI'" 

II,' • .,. '1 th. 
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.'he bofy \re ,,!,all1!!~ ' ~ ""d, lPbapJ, it, 
would .~ be Wyll. fi .. ch mare pi~' 

.cbjetrthan :l -wpmJn .. wirb, .a srt"at dt .. l 
of u .. o1..ta ~~ .... dC!alo1>f DIU.., OJ> 
her hands, 'who, be','er havitfg' bean ta\lSht1 
tbe confdcntioul'uft of either, IqUill\dt:rt 
'both at ~m, (Sr nrb1ti-1nfClIiJde'h; both 
-away, ~boot plan, w,rhout principle, 
and witb~ut plca(Qfe: all whofe ptojedl 
bt:£int :uul 1trnnJl:lU' in, [elf J lo'fio c~ . .. 
fide!, 'he,eft of Ib~ WQrl~ only ... hoy 
D13Y be fu.hfcn'knt _l0 h~r ~i~tion. 
aruilO Whozpiit ncvc:r i Oq~Ilr.rC.~ th.at both I 
her pme .aDd money.-ere 'liven CaI'J~c: ., 

8ralif~ci.p ana ggopJRK ol~.J1, '" I ," 
.. It i! nat much to the ~d~ ofl tho.",. 
Other, fe<, IQat tho)<"ow.and li1<n I.." 
tb.mfolv!fcio ,hi indulgen .. or thiolelf,/lj 
fpirit!'rt tMil~l'e.;" and chhiffi by a Jc.lrid 
of MfeIondMf'Jhore, &u.l~ which I{hOI.)\d! 

b, combated ~g~4 f<nfa' and;. , .. ron. 
able F"I'Dtera/U.D; fiothfUlly pref~;p~ 
a little.!- falff; pc:u:t,... ,th~ puicba(c ofl p~ 
t~ .quiet.., wi tJ).eIJqlulaUon 0/. gooQ.- :. 

:.". "3 nature, 


