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CHAP. XIL

The practical vfe of femalacknowledge, with
~ .
a fhaach of the female charaler, and &
conparative wicw of the fexcs

Tir chief end to be propofed* in culti-
vating the underftandings of women, is
1o qualify them for the pralical })urpofcs
of life. Their knowledge is not often
like the learning of men, to be reproduced
in fome litcrary compofition, nor ever
in any learned profeflion; but it is to
come out in conduét. A lady flydict,
not that the may qualify herfelf to become

VOL. Ii. » an
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amorator or 2 pleader; not that hetuyy
learpisy debate, but to a&. She is 16
read-chebeft books, not fo much to enable
het toltalk of them, is to-bring thé
improvement which. they fumnifh, to the
refificadon of her principles, and the
formation of her habits. The great ufes
of ftudy are to enable her to regulate her
own mind, and to be ufeful to others.

To woman, therefore, whatever be her
rank, I would recommend a predominance
of thofe more <ober ftudies, which, not
having difpla).r for their objet, may make
her wife without vanity, happy without
witnefles, and content without panegy.
rifts ; the exercife of which will not bring
celebrity, but improve ufefulnefls. She
thould purfue every kind of ftudy which
will teach her to elicit truth ; which will
fead her to be intent upon realities ; will
g&ve Precifion to her ideas; will make an
exad mind ; every ftudy which, inflead of
(ﬁmulatmg her fcnﬁblhty, will chaftife it;
which will give her definite notions; will

bring
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bring the imaginatino under dowminion ;
will lead her to thiuk, to copapars, to
combine, to.methodife; which will confer
fuch a power of difcrimination, that her
judgment fhai Jearn to reje® what is
dazzling, if it be not folid ; and to prefer,
aot what is ftriking, or bright, or new,
but whar is juft. that kind of know-
ledge which is rather fitted for home
confumption than foreign exportation, is
peculiarly adapted to women.

It is becaule the fuperficial nature of
their cducation furnithes them with a falfe
and low ftandard of intelle@ual excellence,
that women have {ometimes becgme ridi-
culous by the unfounded pretenfions of
literary vamity : for it is not the really
learned, but the fmatterers, who have
generally bronght their fex into difcredit,
by an abfurd afletation, which has fet
them on defpifing the duties of ordinary
life. There have not indeed been wantmg-
(but the charaler is not now common)
srecieufes ridicules, who, affoming a fupe-

B2 riozity
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riérity to the fober cares which ought to
ocupy-sheir fex, have claimed a lofty and
ﬁzpemﬂ%m .exemption from the dull and
plodding drudgeries

Of this dim fpeek calied earth !

who have affe@ted to eftablith an unnatural
feparation Letween taleats and ufefulnefs,
inftead of bearing in mind that talents are
the great appointed inftruments of ufeful-
nels 3 who have alted as if knowledge were
to confer on woman a kind of jantaftic
fovereignty, which fhould exoncrate her
from female duties; whereas it is only
meant the rfore eminently to qualify her
for the performance of them. For a
woman of real fenfe will never forget,
that while the greater part of her proper
duties are fuch as the moft moderatcly
gifted may fulfil with credit, (fince Provi-
dence never makes that to be very difhi-
cult, which is generally neceffary,) yet the
ﬁ highly endowed are equally bound
to fulfil them ; and the humblelt of thefe
offices.



FEMALL XNOWLEDGE. s

offices, performed on Chriftian principles,
are wholefome for the minds eéven of the
moft enlightened, and tend o the cafting
down of thife Ligh imagiations which
women of genius are too much tempted to
indulge.

For inftance ; ladies whofe natuyal
vanity has been aggravated by a fajfe
cducation, may look down on aicnomy
as a vulgar auainment, unworth of the
attention of an highly culvated intellegy
bae ahis b the L0 cllioaed of 2 .ﬂmlLJw
mind, sconomy, fuch as a womgy
of tortune is called on ro Em&itc, B ot
merely the per ty detarl of frnall daily
expences, the ﬂmbhy curtailments apd
ftinted parfimony of a little miiny, operat.
ing un little concerns; but it is the exer.
cife of a found judgment exerted in
the comprehenfive outline of order, of
arrangement, of diftribution; of regula.
tions by which alone well-governad fo.
cieties, great and fmall, fubfifl. She who
has the beft regulated find will, other

k3 things
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dings beihg ‘equal, have-thé beft rega-
lated famﬂy As"in the fuperintendence
of the umvcrfe, witdoth is feen in its
ﬁfh ; and as in the vifible works of
Prévidence that which _goes on with fuch
beadtiful regularity is the refult not
of ch§n}c but of defign ; fo that manage-
ment which feems t}}‘c moft eafy is com-
monly the confequence of the beft con-
certed plan: a well-concerted plan is
feldom the offspring of an ordinary mind.
A found c«conomy is a found under-
ftanding brought into adtion; it is cal-
culaon realized ; it is the doftrine of
proportion rgduced to pradtice ; it is fore-
feelng confequences, and guarding againit
them ; ® is expefting contingencies and
being prepared for them. The differ-
ence 13, thit toa narrow-minded vulgar
eqonquﬁ the dctaxla are continually
prefqr,.!* i, fhe w gycmhclmed by their
weight, ,and . is perpetually befpeakmg
ydur pity for } her ‘Tabours and your praife
for her exertiotis ; flic %5 afraid yoo will
not
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not fee how much fhe iz haraffed. Listle
events and trivial operatiuns cngrofy her
whole foul ; while 2 woman of fenfe, hav,
ing provided for their probable recurrence,
guards againft the inconvepiencies, with.
out being, difconceried by the cafual ob-
ftructions which they offer to her genera}
fcheme. Subordinate expences and in.
confiderable retrenchments fhould not
fwallow up that attention which is better
beftowed on regulating the general feale
of expence, and corre&mg and reducing
an overgrown eﬂabhﬂ)ment

Superior talents, howewr, are sot fo
common, as, by their frequency, to offer
much difturbance 1o the general courfe of
human affairs; and many a lady, who
tacitly accufes herfelf of me lc&mg her
ordinary duties becaufe ihe is a gertius, wm
perhaps be found often to accnfcherl‘elf ab
unjuftly as good St. Jerome, when he Ta-
ments that he was beaten by the angel for
being too Cicerontan in his Rylc

See D¢, Owen.
B4 The
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The troth is, women who are fo puffed
up with’the conceit of talents as to negs
le@ the plain duties of life, will not fre.
quently be found to be women of the beft
abilities. And bere may the author be
allowed the gradification of obferving, that
thofe women of real genius and extenfive
knowledge, whofe triendfhip have confer-
red honour and happinefs on her own life,
havebeen in general eminent for a:conomy
and the praticg of domeftic virtues ; and
greatly fupénor to the poer affetation
of neglecing the duties and  delpifing
the knowledge of common life, with
which literary women have been fre-
quently, and not always unjuftly, ac-
eufed.

A romantic girl with a pretenfion to
fentiment, . which her il more ignorant
foends miftake for genius, (for in the
¢mpire of the blind the oneeyed are
Rings,) and poffefling fomething of 2 matu-
tal.ear, has perhaps in her childhood ex-
haafled all the images' of gricf, and love,

and
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and fancy, picked up if her Gef\ﬁiory
poetical reading, in an elegy on a fHok:lin-
net or a dead lap-dog; the beging thences
forward ro be confi.iered as a prodigy in her
little circle ; furrounded with Batterers, the
has no opportunity of getrit g to know that
her fame 1> devwved not from her powers,
but her polition; and that when an im.
partial critic fhall have made all the
neceflary deductions, fuch as—that fhe is
a neighbour, that fhe is ae relation, that
fhe is a female, that the is yoang, that the
bas had no advantages, that fhe is pretty
perhaps—uhen her verfes come to be
ftripped of all their extraneous append-
ages, and the fair author is driven off her
‘vantage ground of partiality, fex, and
favour, fhe will commonly fink to ‘the
level of ordinary capaciies ; while thofe
quicter women, who have meekly fav
down in the humble fhades of profe and
prudence, by a patient perfeveranoes it
sational -ftudies, rife -afterwards smmth
higher in the fcale of igteliegd, and acquiré

a ftock
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a Rock of found knowledge for far better
purpofes than meredifplay. And, though
it may feem @ contradition, yet it will
generally be found .troe, that girls who
take to fcribbling are the leaft ftudious,
the leakk reflefting, and the leaft rational.
They early acquire 2 falfe confidence in
their own unafliited powers; it becomes
more gratifying to their natural vanity to
be always pouring out their minds on
paper, than tode drawing into them frefh
ideas from ticher fources. The original
ftock, fmall perhaps at firft, is foon fpent ;
and the fubfequent cfforts grow more and
more feeble, if the mind which is continu.
ally exhaufting itfelf, be not alfo continu-
ally replenithed ; till the latter compofitions
become lile more than reproduéhons of
the famc ideas, and fainter copies "of the
famc images, a little \amd and modxﬁed
perhapg, and not a linle diluted .and en-

f“;hef Jelf- tau{ght, ana felf-depepdent
Yeritblors pant for 'thé unmerited and
unattain
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umtniinable praife of fanéy and of ge
nidgy while. they difdain the commendss
tion: of judgtment, knowledge, and per-
foverance which would . be within.their
reach. To extort admiration they are
accuftomed to boaft of an impoffible ra.
pidity in compofing; and while they in-
finuate how little time their performanges
coflt them, they intend you fhould infer
how perfect they might have made them
had they condeflcended to the drudgery of
application, They take fuperfious pains
to convince you that there was neither
learning nor labour employed in the work
for which they folicit your praife: the
judicious eye 100 foon perceives it! though
it does mot perceive that native ftrength
and mother-wit, which in works of real
genius make fome amends for the negh-
gence, which yet they dd not Jufhfy.
But inftead of extolling thefe effufions for
their My, it would be kind in frféoj;
rather to blame them for their qadmﬁ
and ‘'when' the ; young pretefiers are mct
to
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to prove in how fhort a time fuch a poem
has been ftruck off, it would be well to re-
gret that they had not cither takena longer
time, or forborne from writing at all

in the former cafe the work wounld have
been lefs defeftive, and in the latter the
writer would have difcovered more humi-
tity and felf-diftruft.

A general capacity for knowledge, and
the cultivation of the underftanding at
large, will ajways put a woman into the
beft ftate tor direQing her purfuits into
thofe particular channels which her deftin.
ation in lifc may afterwards require.  But
the thould be careful.y inftru&ted that her
talents are only a medns to a flill higher
attainment, and that the Is not to reft
in them as an end ; that merely to exercife
them as inftruments foi the acquilifion of
fame and the prometing of pleafure, is
fubverfive of ber delicacy as a2 woman,
agd contrary to the {pirit of a chriftian,

Srudy, therefore, is 10 be confidered as
the ineans-of frengthening the ind, and

of
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of fitting it for higher duties, juft as exer-
cife is to bc canfidered as an m&fumgnt
for ﬁrengzhcnmw the body for the fame
end. And the valetndinarian who is
religioufiy punfual in the cbfervance of
his daily rides to promote his health, and
refts in that as an end, without fo much
as intending to make his improved health
an inftrument of increafed ufefulnefs, adtz
on the fame low and felfith principle with
her who reads merely for pleafure and for
fame, without any defign of devoting the
more enlarged and invigorated mind to
the glory of the Giver.

But theve is one lwman confideration
which would perhaps more effcctually rend
to damp in an afpirme woman the ardours
of literary wvanity (1 fpeah not of real
genius, theugh there the remark often
applies) than any which fiie will derive
from motives of humility, or propriety, or
religion ; which is, that in the judgmgnt
spafled on her performances, fhe will have
to encpunter the mortifving cireumftance

of
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«of having-her fex always taken into #c.
counts and her higheft exertions will
probably be received with the qualified
approbation, thet it is really extraordinary
for @ weman. Men of learning, who are
saturally inclined to eftimate worksin pro-
portion as thiey appear to be the refult of
art, fludy, and inftitution, are apt to con-
fider even the happier performances of the
other fex as the fpontaneous produttions
of a fruitful but fhallow foil ; and o give
them the fame fort of praife which we
beltuw on certain fallads, which often
draw from us a fort of wondering cont-
mendation; not indeed as being worth
much in themlelves, but becaufe by the
lightnefs of the earth, and a happy kaack
of the gardencr, thefe indifferent crefles
fpring up in a night, and therefore one
is ready to wonder they are no worle.

As to men of lende, however, they need
be the lefs inimical to the improveawat of
the other fex, as they thamfelves will bé
fupe #o be gainers by it ; the enlargdment

of
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of the female underflanding being the moft
likely means to put an end to:thoke petty
cavils -pnd contentions for equslity which
female fmattevers: fo ‘anxioudly maintain.
I fay fmarterers, for between the-firft clafs
of both fexesthe qocftidn is mych more
rarely and always more femperately agitat-
ed, Cowoperation and wot -conipetition is
iadeed the clear principle we with to fee re
ciprocally adopted by thiofe higher minds
in each fex which really approximate the
neareft to each other. The' more a wo-
man’s wnderftanding is improved, the mose
obvioufly {he will difcern that there can be
no happinels in any fociety where there is
a perpetual fruggle for power; and the
wore her judgment is reified, the more
-accurate views will the take of the ftation
the herfelf was born to fill, and the more
teadily will the accommodate herfelf to it;
while .the moft vulgar and ill-informed
women are ever moft inclined to be tyrany,
and thole always flruggle moft vehemently
for power, who would not fail to rhake

14 the
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the worlt wfe of it when &ttained. Thus
the welkelt veafoners are always the moft
pofitive in debarc; and the caufe is ob-
vious, for they are unavoidably driven to
maintain their pr tenfions by violence whe
want arguments aid reafons to prove that
they are in the right.
There i+ this finoular difference between
a woman vain of her wit, und a woman
vain of her beauty ; that the beauty, while
fhe is anxioufly alive to her own fame, is
often indiffercnt (ocugh about the beanty
of other women ; and provided fhe herfelf
-8 fure of your admiration, the does not
infitt on vour thiuking that there is an-
other handfome woman in the world: while
fhe ¥who is vain of her genius, more liberal
at leaft in ber vanity, is jeal'c;xs for the
horour of her whole fex, and contends for
the cquality of their pretenfions, in which
fue feels thatégr own are involved. The
bpauty vi%\i es her own rights, the wit,
thé fights of swomen ; the beauty fights
fibr’ Wewfelf, tha wit for a party; anit while
the
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the more ifith though moese vaoderate
bearnty
would but be Queen for life,

the public fpirited wit firuggles to abrogaee
the Saliqpe Law'of intelle@t, :8d to e
throne

& whole fex of Queens.

At the revival of letters in the fixteenth
and the following century, the controverfy
about this equality was agitated with more
warmth than wifdom; and the procefs
was inftituted and carried on, on the part
of the female complainant, with that fort
of acrimony which always raifes a fulpicion
of the jultice of any caufe. The novelty
of that knowledge which was then burlting
out from the dawn of a long dark night,
kindled all the ardours of the female mind,
and the ladies fopght mlouﬂy for a por-
tion of that rénown which the reputation.
of learning was begiciog 1o beflow.
Befides their own pens, they had for M

Yol. 1. <
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advocates all thofe needy authors who had
any thing to hope from their power, their
riches, or their influcnce; and fo giddy
did fome of thefe literary ladies become by
the adulation of their numerous panegy-
tift:, that through thele repeated draughts
of inebriating praife, they grew to defpife
the equality for which they had before con-
tended, as a flatc below their merit and
unworthy of their acceptance. They now
fecorned to litigate for what they already
thought thty fo obvicufly pofleffed, and
nothing fhort of the pahn of fuperiority
was at length confidered as adequate to
their growing claims. When court-ladies
and princefles were the candidates, they
could not long want champions to fupport
their caufe; by thefe champions female
authorities were produced as if paramount
o fafts; quotatiold from thefe female
authors were confidered as proofs, and
‘thei point-blank affertions ftood for folid
and irrefragable arguments. In thofe pa-
rafites who offered this. homage to female

gemius,



oF THE SEXES, g

fénius, the homagé wis thetefore the
effeét neither of truth, nor of juftice, nor
of convittion. It arofe rather out of gra-
titude, or it was a reciprocation of flattery;
it 9ras fometimes vanity, it was often dif-
trefs, which prompted the adulation; it
was the want of a patroncfs; it was the
want of a dinner.  When a lady, and ef
pecially as it then often happined, when
one who was noble or royal, fat with
gratifying docility at the foot of a pro-
fetlot’s chair 3 when the admired the phi-
lofophet, or took upon her to prote&t the
theologian, whom his rivals among his own
fex were tearing to pieces, what could the
grateful profeflor or delighted theologian
do lefs in return than make the apotheofis
of her who had had the penetration to
difcern his merit and the fpirit to reward
it? Thus in fadt it was not fo' much Jer
vanity as his own that he was often flat-
tering, though (he was the dupe of her more
deep and defigning panegyrift.

¢ 2 But
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But it is a little unlucky for the perpe-
tuity of that fame which the encomiaft had
made qver to his pitronefs, in the nevet.
dyibg records of his verfes and orations,
that in the revolution of a century or two
the very names of the flattered are now
almolt 3s little known as the works of the
flatteters. Their memorial is perifbed with
them* : an inftrutive leffon, that who-
ever beftows, or affumes a reputation dif-
‘proportioned to the merit of the claimant,
will find it @s little durable as folid. For
this literary warfare which engaged fuch
troops of the fecond-hand authors of the
age in queftion in fuch continual tkirmifhes,
and not a few pitched battles ; which pro-
voked fo much rancour, o many volumes,
and fo little wit; fo much vanity and fo
much flattery, produced no uleful or lafting
effe@, Thofe who promifed themfelves
thas their names would outlive * one half

& Ste Brantome, Pere le Moine, Monf. Thonws, ke.
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of round eternity,” did nog neagh; the
end of the centwry in which the bpalt wes
made ; and thefe who offered the indenfs,
and thofe who, greedily faufied vp is
fumes, are buried in the fame blank
oblivion !

But when the temaple of Janus feomed 1o
have been clofed, or when at worlt the
peace was only occafionally broken by a
flight and random fhot from the hand of
fome fingle ftraggler; it appears that
though open rebellion had-ceafed, yet the
female claim had not been remounced; it
had only (if we may change the metaphor)
lain in abeyance. The conteft has recently
been revived with added fury, and with
multiplied exaftions ; for wheress the an-
cient demand was merely a kind of ima-
ginary prerogative, a fpeculative import-
ance, a mere titular right, a (hadowy clain
to a few unreal acres of Parnaffian terri.
tory; the revived contention has taken &
more ferious torn, and brings forward pee
litical as well as intelloétual pretenfions :

¢ 3 and
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and; among the innovations of this inno-
vating period,. the impofing term of rights
has been produced to fancify the claim of
ourdemale pretenders, with a view not only
to rekindle in the minds of women a pre-
fumptuous vanity dithonourable to their
fex, but produced with a view to excite in
their hearts an impious difcontent with the
poft which God has affigned them in this
world.

But they litde underfland the true in-
terefts of womun who would lift her from
the imporiant Juties of her allotted ftation,
to ill with fantaftic dignity a lofuer but
lef appropriate niche. Nor do they under-
ftand her true happinefs, who feek to an-
nihilate difin€tions from which ffie de-
tives advantages, and fo attempt innova-
tions which would deprcciate her real
walue. Fach fex has its proper excellencies,
which would be loft were they mclted
down into the common charaéter by the
Tufign of the new philofophy. "Why (hould
we do away diftinctions which increafe the

mutual



OF THE SLX 86 a3

mutval benefits and enhance the fatisfac~
tions of life? Whence, but by carefully
preferving the original marks of difference-
ftamped by the hand of the Creator, would
be derived the {uperior advantage of mixed.
fociety ? Have men no need to have their
rough angles filed off, and their hasthe
neffes and afperities finoothed and polithed
by affimilating with beings of more foft-
nefs and refinement? Are the ideas of
women naturally fo wery judicious, are
their principles fo invinably firm, age
their views fo perfedly corrett, are their
judgments fo compictely exaét, that there
is occafion for no additional weight, no
fuperadded ftrength, no increafed clear-
nefs, none of that enlargement of mind,
none of that additiortal invigoration which
may be derived from the aids of the
fironger fex? What identity could ad-
vantageouily fuperfede an enlivening oppo-
fition and an interefting variety of charac~
ter? ls it not then more wile as well a8
more honourable to move contentedly in

c4 the
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the plain path which Providence has ob.
viouflye marked out to the fex, and in
which cuftom has for the moft part ration.
ally confirmed them, than to ftray awk,
wardly, unbecomingly, and unfuccefsfuily,
in a forbidden voad? Iy it not defirable
to be the lawful pofleflors of a lefler do-~
meftic territory, rather than the turbulent
ufurpers of a wider foreign empire ? to be
good originals, rather than bad imitators ?
to be the beft thing of one’s own kind,
rather than.an inferior thing even if it
were of an higher kind ? to be excellent
women rather than indifferent men ?

Is the author then undervaluing her
own fex ?—No. It is her zeal for their
true interefts which leads her to oppofe
their imaginary rghte. It is her regard
for their happineft which makes her
endeavour to cure them of a feverith thirft
for fame; of an ambition as little becoming
the delicacy of their female charatter as
the meeknefs of their religious profeffion,
A little Chriftian humility and fober-mind.

ednels
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ednefs are worth all the wild metaphyfical
difcuflion which has unfettled thé peace
of vain women, and forfeited the refped
of reaforable men. And the méft elabo-
rate definition of ideal rights, and the
moft hardy meafures for attuining them,
are of lefs value in the eyes of a truly
amiable woman, than ¢ that meck and
¢ quiet fpirit, which isin the fight of God
‘¢ of great price.”

Natural propenfitics beft mark the
defignations of Providence as to their
application.  The fin was not more clearly
beftowed on the fith that he thould fwim,
nor the wing given to the bird that he
fhould fly, than fuperior firength of body
and a firmer texture of mind was given to
man, that he might piefide in the deep
and daring fcenes of action and of council;
in government, in arms, in {cience, in
commerce, and in thofe profeffions which
demand a higher reach, and a wider range
of powers, The true value of woman is
not diminithed by the imputation of in-

feriority
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feriority in thfi refpelts; fhe has other
requiftes better adapted to anfwer the
ends and purpofes of her being, by “ Him
% who does all things well;” who fuits
the agent to the altion; who agcommo-
dates the inflrument 1o the work.

Let her not then view with pining cnvy
the keen fatyrilt, hunting vice through all
the doublings and windings of the heart ;
the fagacious politician, leading fenates,
and direfling the fate of empires; the
acute fawyer, detecting the ebliquities of
fraud ; and the fhilful dramuatitt, expofing
the pretenfions of folly: but let her ambi-
tion be confoled by refleting, that thofe
who thus excdd, to all thar Natyre beftows
and bLooks can waach, mull add Lefides
that confumuite knowledge of the world
to which a delicate wouan has no fair
avenues, und which even if {he could at-
tain, fhe would never be fuppofed jo have
come honedly by,

Ta almoit all that comes under the do-
feripiion of pohie letters, in all that cap-

tivates
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tivates by lmagery, or v.arms by juft and
affedling fentiment, wonen are exeelleat,
‘They pollehs in a high degree that delicacy
and quichnels of pereeption, and that nie
difcernment betw.en the beautiful and de-
feétive which comes under the denomina-
tiog of tafte. Both in compotition and
altion they eaccl in details ; but they do
not fo much generahize thar ideas as men,
nor do thar minds {ize a grear fubped
with o large a gralp.  Lhoey are acute ob-
fervers, and accwrate judges of hie dnd
manncrs, as tar as thew own fpheie of ob.
fervation extends, but they defuibe a
fimaller circle. A woman fees the worid,
as it wae, from a hutle Jevaton in her
own garden, whenee fhe makes an exact
futvey of home feenes, but takes not in
thar wider range of dutant profpects which
he who ftands on a lotuer emmence com-
mands. Women have a certain t2ét which
often enables them to feel what is juit more
inftamaneoufly than they can define ir.
They have an intuinve penctration into

4 charadler,
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eharaller, beftowed on them by Provi-
dence; like the fenfitive and tender organs
of fome timid animals, as a kind of na-
tural guard to warn of the approach of
danger beings who are often called to a&
defenfively.

In fomming up the evidence, if 1 may
fo fpeak, of the different powers of the
fexes, one may venture, perhaps, to affert,
that women have equal garts, but are in-
ferior in wholenefs of mind, in the integral
underflanding :  that though a fuperior
woman may poflefs fingle faculties in
equal perfection, yet there is commonly a
jufter proportion in the mind of a fuperior
man : that if wonen have in an equal de-
gree the faculty of fancy which creates
iwages, and the faculty of memory which
colle®ts and flores ideas, they feem not to
pofiels in equal meafure the facuolty of
¢omparing, combining, analyfing, and fe-
parating thefe ideas ; that deep and patient
thinking which goes to the bottem, of a
fubjeCt; nor that power of arramgemsent

which
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which knows how to link a thoufand eon-
neQed ideas in obe dependent train, with-
out lofing fight of the original idea out of
which the reflt grow, and on which they all
hang. The female too, wanting fleadinefs
in her intelleCtual purluits, is perpetually
turned afide by her charaSteriftic taftes
and feelings. Woman in the career of
genius, is the Atalanta, who will rifk
lofing the race by running out of her road
to pick up the golden apple; while her
male competitor, wighout, perhaps, pof-
feffing greater natural flrength or fwift-
nefs, will more certainly attain his object,
by dire®t purfuit, by being lefs expofed to
the fedultions of extrancous beauty, and
will win the race, not by excelling in fpeed,
but by defpifing the bait *.

* What ipdifpofes even realonable women to
concedg in thefe points 15, that the weakelt man ia-
fantly lays hold on the conceffion ; and, on the mere
grousd of fex, plames himfelf on his own individual
fuperiority ; inferring, that the fillieft man is fapeeio:
to the fstbate woman,

Here
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Here it may be juftly enough retorted,
that, as it is allowed the education of
women is o defective, the alleged inferi-
ority of their minds may be accounted for
on that ground more juftly than by afcrib.
ing it to therr natural make.  Aed, indeed,
there is o much truth in the remark, that
till women fhall be more reafonably edu-
cated, and till the native growth of their
mind fhall ceale to be flinted and cramped,
we have no jufter ground for pronecuncing
that their underitandgpg has already reach-
ed its higheft attainable point, than the
Clinele would have for afirming that
thuir women have artained to the greateft
poflible perfediion in walking, while the
firlt care 1s, during thiir infancy, to crip-
ple their feet. At leaft, ull the female fex
are more carefully inttructed, this queftion
will always remuain as undecided as to the
degree of difference between the mafculine
and feminine under{tanding, as the queftion
between the underftandings of blacks and
whites ; for until Africans and Europeans

are
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are put more nearly on a par in the culti-
vation of their minds, the thades of dittine-
tion, if any there be, between their native
powers can never be fairly afcertained.

And when we fee (and who will deny
that we fee, it frequently?) fo many wo-
men nobly rifing from under all the pref-
fure of a difadvantageous education and a
defective fyfltem of lociety, and exhibiting
the moft unambiguous marks of a vigorous
underftanding, a correct judgment, and a
Bexling picty, it reminds one of thole fhin-
ing lights which have now and then burft
out through all the ¢ darknefls vifible” of
the Romith church, have difincombered
themfelves from the gloom of ignorance,
thaken oft the fetters of prejudice, and
rifen fuperior to all the errors of a corrupt
theology.

But whatever charalteriftical diftinttions
may exift ; whatever inferiority may be
attached to woman from the flighter framie
of her body, or the more c:rcumfcnbed
powers of her mind; froma lefs fyftematic
education, and from the fuberdinate fla-

£

tion
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tion fhe is called to fill in life; there is one
great And leading circumftance whith raifes
ker importance, and even eftablifhes her
equality. Chriftianity has exalted women
to true and undifputed dignity; in Chrift
Jefus, as there is neither * rich nor poor,”
“ bond nor free,” fo there is neither ¢ male
“ nor female.” In the view of that immor-
tality, which is brought to light by the
gofpel, fhe has no fuperior. Wamen (to
borrow the idea of an excellent prelate)
make up one half of the human race;
equally with men redeemed by the blood
of Chrift. In this their true dignity con-
fifts ; here their beft pretenfions reft, here
their higheft claims are allowed.

All difputes then for pre-eminence be-
tween the fexes have only for their object
the poor precedence for a few fhort years,
the attention of which would be better
devoted to the duties of life and the inte-
refts of eternity.

And as the final hope of the female fex
it equal, fo are their prefent means, per-
baps, more favourable, and their opportu.

14 nities,
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nities, often, lefs obftrufted dhan thole of
the other fex. In their Chriftianwourfe
women have every fuperior advantage,
whether we confider the natural make of
their minds, their leifure for acquifition in
youth, or their fubfequently lefs expofed
mode of He. Their hearts are naturally
foft and flexible, open to imprefiom of
love and gratitude; their feelings tender
and lively ; all thefe are favourable to the
cultivation of a devotional fpirit. Yet
while we remind them of thefe benefits,
they will do well to be on their guard left
this very foftnefs and duttility lay them:
more open to the fedu®ions of tempta-
tion and error.

They have in the native conftitution of
their minds, as well as from the relative
fituations they are called to fill, a certain
fenfe of attachment and dependence,
which is peculiarly favourable to religion.
They forl,, perhaps, more insmatpl, she
want of a flrength which is not/ssheir
own, Chriftianity brings that fupesin

Yol 1, D duced
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duced ftrength; it comes in aid of their
confcigus weahnels, and offers the only
true counterpotle to it. ¢ Woman, be
« thou hical d of thite infirmity,” isgill
the heart-cheering im.guagc of a gracious
Saviour.

Women ulfu brinz to the ludy of Chrift-
ianity tewer of th()nﬁ prejudices which
gerfons of the othor fox too ofien early
contract.  Men, from their clafii al cdu-
cation, acquire a flron, partiality for the
manncers of Pagan antiquity, and the
docuaments of Pagan philofophy + this, to-
gether with the impure taint caught from
the loole defaiiptions of their pocts, and
the licentious language cven of their hif-
toriang, (in whont we reafonably look for
more gravity,) often weakens the good
impieflions of young men, and at leaft
confufles their ideas of piety, by mixing
thewmn with fo mach heterogencous matter.
Their very [pirits are imlued all the week
with the impure follics of a depraved my-
tholog and it is well if even on Sundays

they
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they get to hear of the * true God, and Jefus
“ Chrift whom he has fent.”” While wo-
men, thavch flroggling with the fame
natural corruptions, have commonly lefs
knowledge 12 unknow, and fewer fchemes
to unlearn; they have not to thake off
the pride®of hitum, aud to difencumber
their minds fiom the fhackles of favourite
theories: they do not bring from the
porch or the academy any * oppofitions
« of fcience'” to obitruct their reception
of thofe pure doftrines taught on the
Mount: doctrines which ought to find a
readier cntrance into minds uninfe&ed
with the pride of the fchool of Zeno, or
the libertinita of that of Epicurus,

And as women are naturally more af-
fetionate than faflidious; they arc likely
both to read and to hear with a lefs critical
fpirit than men: they will not be on the
watch to detelt errors, fo muchas to ga-
ther improvenent 5 they bave feldom thae
hardnels which is acquired by dealing
deeply in books of controverfy, but are

D2 more
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more inclined to works which quicken ths
devouiypal feelings, than to fuch as awaken
a fpirit of doubt and foepticifm. They
are lefs difpoled to conmfider the com-
pofitions they perufe, as materials on which
to ground objellions and an{wers, than
as helps to faith and rules of ife. With
thefe advantages, however, they fhould
allo bear m mind that thei imgpreflions
being often lefs abiding, and their reafon
lefs open to conviflion, by means of the
fitong ervidences which exift in favour of
the truth of Chriftianity,  they ought,
< therefore, to give the more earneft
¢ heed to the things which they have
« heard, left at any time they fhould let
“ them flip.” Women are alfo, from their
domeflic habits, in poffeflian of more leifure
and wanquillity for religious purfuits, as
well as fecured from thofe difficulties and
temptations to which men are expofed in
‘the tumult of a buftling world. Their
l;\fgs are more yniform, lefs agitated by
the paflions the, bufinefles, the contentions,

the
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the fhock of opinions and of infetefls
which convulfe the world.

If we have denied them the talents
which might lead them to excel as lawyers,
they are preferved from the peril of having
their principles warped by that too indif
criminate defence of right and wrong, to
which the profeflors of the law are ex-
pofed. If we thould queftion their title to
eminence as mathematicians, they are hap-
pily exempt from the danger to which
men devoted to that feience are faid to be
liable ; namely, that of looking for demon-
ftration on fubjeéts, which, by their very
nature, arc incapable of affording it. If
they are lefls converfant in the powers of
nature, the ftrufture of the human {rame,
and the knowledge of the heavenly bodies,
than philofophers, phyficians, and aftrono-
mers ; they are, however, delivered from
the error into which many of each of thefé
have fometimes fallen, } mean ffotn thé
fatal frabit of refting b fecond caofes, in-
ftead of referring ali to the firft ; inflead of

n3 making
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making ¢ the hcavens declare the glory
 of God, and proclaim his handy work ;”’
inftead of concluding, when they obferve
¢ how fearfully and wonderfully we are
“ made, marvellous are thy works O Lord,
¢ and that my foul hnowcth right well.”
And let the wesker fex take comfort,
that in their very exemption {rom privi-
leges, which they are {fomectitnes difpoled
to envy, confitls theil ficurity and their
happinen. 1 they enpy not the dif-
tinftions of public lise and high ofiices, do
they not clcape the refpont bility attached
to them, and the motufi aton of being
difmiffed fiom them? It they have no
voice in dcbberative alfemblies, do they
not avoid the Joad of duty conucéted with
fuch priviliges 2 Prepofterous pains have
been taken to excite in women an uneafy
jealouly, that thir talents are ndither re-
warded with public honours nor emolu-
ments in life; nor with inferiptions, fta-
tues, and maufoleums after death. It
has been abfurdly reprefented to them as

a hard.
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a harddhip, that while they are grpefted
to pertorm duties, they mult yet be con.
tented to relinquith honours, and muft
umuflly be compelled to renounce fame
while they muft {eduloufly labour to de-
ferve it.

But for Chriflian women te aét on the
low views fuggelted to them by their ill.
judging panegyrifts; and to look up with
a giddy head and a throbbing heart to
honours and renumerations, fo little juited
to the wants and capacities ofan immor}al
fpirit, would D¢ no lefs ridiculous than if
Chriftian heroes fhould look back with
envy on the pagan rewards of ‘ovations,
oak garlands. parfley crowns, and yhs,urcl
wreaths, The Chriftian hope more than
reconciles Chriftian women to thefe pcﬂy
privations, by fubftituting a nobler prige
for thexrambxmm, “ the prize ot the high-
« calling of God in Chrift Jefus ;> by fub.
ftituting, “for that popular and flu€tuating
voice, which may cry, * Hofanna” and

D 4 [13 cru(:ify’l
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s.cpuecify”’ in a breath, -that % fgvour of
« God' whichis eternal life.”

If women ‘fhould lament the difadvan-
tdges aitached to their fex, that their cha-
wéter is of fo delicate a texture as to be
fullied by the flighteft breath of calumny,
and- that the ftain is indelible; yet are
they not led by that very circumftance
more inftintively to fhrink from all thofe
regularities to which the lofs of charadter
is.f0 much expefted to be attached ; and
to fhun with keener circumipection the
moft diftant approach towards the confines
of danger? Let them not lament it asa
hardthip, but account it to be a privilege,
that the delicacy of their fex impels them
more ferupuloufly to avoid the very ap-
pearance of evil, 'and that the confcioufnefs
of their danger ferves to fecure their purity,
by placing them at a greater diftance
frem the evil itfelf,

Fhough it be one main obje&t of this
Aitle work, rather to lower than to raife

ahy
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any defire of celebrity.in the female heart ;
yet I would awaken it to ajjufk fen'ﬁﬂity
to honeft fame: k.would call on wonien
to reflelt that oyr religion has notogly
made them heirs to-a bleffed immorratiey
hereafter, put has greatly raifed them in
the fcale of being here, by lifting them té
an importance in {ociety unknown 1o the
moft polithed ages of antiquity. The re
ligion of Chrift has even beftowed a degree
of renown on the fex beyond what any
other religion ever did. Pegbaps there
are hardly fo many virtuous women (for
L reje&t the long catalogue whom their
vices have transterred from oblivion to
infamy) named in all the pages of Greek
or Roman Hiftory, as are handed down
to eternal fume, in a few of thofe fhort
chapters with which the great Apoftle to
the Gentiles bas concluded his epiftles to
his converts. Of * devout and honour-
¢ able women,” Jthe facred feriptures re-
cord “ not a few.” Some of the moft
affefting fcenes, thc moﬂ; interefting tranf.
a8ions,
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aflioge, and the mioft touching converfa-
tions which are recorded of the Saviour
of the world, puficd with women, T/uy
are the firft tomarled as having ¢ mimi-
¢ tered to him of their fubftance.” Tocirs
was the pratle ot not abandoning their
dedpifed Redeomer when he was led to
exccution, and undcr ol the hopelefs
circumitances of s agnominious death;
they appear to have been the /e attend-
ing at his tomb, and the Ar2 on the
morning when be arofe from i, Thers
was the privilege of recciving the carlieft
confolation from thuir rifen Lord; b
was the honour of being it commiffion-
ed to apnounce his glorious refurreétion
to the world.  And even to furnifh heroic
eonfeflurs, dewpted lunts, and vafhrink-
ing martyrs to the Church of Chrilt, has
smot bgen the cxclufive honour of the

bolder fex.
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CHAP. XIV.

Convrréarion.—~Hints furpefed o Phe
Siubyed 3-On the tempers nd dispofifions
1o be mirodueed in 1. Errors 1o be
avoided. —Vanity under various fhapes the
caufe of thafe errers.

Thur {exes will naturally defire to appear
to cach other, fuch as each *believes the
other will beft like; their converfation
will at reciprocally; and each fex will
appear more or lefs rational as they per-
ceive it will more or lefs recommend them
to the other. It is therclore to be regret.
ted, that many men, even of diftinguifhed
fenfe and learning, are fo apt to confider
the fociety of ladies, as a fcene fn
which to reft their undcrﬂandmgs, w&h@r
than to exercife them ; while ladies, in re-
turn, are too much addx&cd to make thefr
court by lending themlielves to this fpirit

of
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of trifling ; they often avoid to make ufe
of what abilities they have; and affet to
talk below their natural and acquired
powers of mind; confidering it as a tacit
and welcome flattery to the underftanding
of men, to renounce the exerdife of their
own.

Now fince tafte and principles thus mu-
tually pperate ; men, by keeping up con-
verfation to its proper ftandard, would not
only call into exercife the powers of mind
which women adtually poffefs 5 but would
even awaken in them new energies which
they do not know they poflefs; and men
of fenfe would find their account in doing
this, for their own talents would be more
highly rated by companions who were bet-
ter able to appreciate them. And, on the
other hand, if young women found it did
not often recommend than in the eyes of
thofe whom they might wifh to pleafe, to
bé frivolous and fupcrﬁcial they would be-
come more fedulous i correting their
own habits. Whenever fafhionable women

indicate
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indicate a relith for inftru&tive converfation,
men will not be apt to hazard what i5 vain,
or unprofitable ; much lefs will they ever
prefume to bring forward what is loofe or
corrupt, where fome fignal has not been
previoufly given, that it will be acceptable,
or at leaft that it will be pardoned.

Ladies commonly bring into company
minds already td0 much relaxed by petty
purfluits, rather than overftrained by in.
wenfe application;  the littlenels of the
employments in which they are ufually
engaged, does not fu ¢xhault their fpirits
as to make them fland in nced of that
relaxation from company which fevere
cpplication  or  overwhelming  bufinefs
makes requifite for ftudious or public
men. The due confideration of this eir--
cumftance might ferve to bring the fexes
more nearly on a level in fociety; and
cach might mect the other half wav ; for
that degree of lively and eafy cofetfation
which is a neceffary refrefhment ?oit.he
learned and the bufy, would not Hecreafe

14 in
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dn pleafuntnels by, being made of fo rational
a caft, as would yet fomewhar nilc the
minds of oy, who commanly feek fo-
ciety, a8 a hﬂ:;:fxé”af pleafure, not as a
efuge from intenf¢ thought or exhaulting
Jabour.

Jtisa difadvantage even to tfofe women
who heep the belt company, that it is un-
happily almofl cltabhthed into a fy item, by
the other ftx, to poftpone-every thing like
inftructive difcouric ¢l the ladi.. are with-
drawn ; thur retveat ferving as a kind of
fignal for the exercife of inwlle®. Andin
the few calcs in which it happens that . 1y
important difcaflion takes place in their
prefence, they are for the moft part con-
fidered as having litle interelt in fericus
Aubjedts.  Strong truths, whenever fuch
‘happen to be addrefled to them, are cither
diluted with flattery, or krpt back in part,
or fﬂmmd to their tafte ; or if the ladics
x L} ‘with for information on any
agim, ey dre put off with a compliment,
M&d of a realon; and are confidered

as
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as beings who are not expected to fee and
to judge of things as they really exilt:-

Do we then with to fee the ladics, whafe
opportunities leave them fo ineompetént,
and the modcily of whofe fex ought gever
to all.w them even to be as fhining 28 they
are able;-*-do we with to fee them fake
the lcad in metaphyfical difquifidons ! Do
we with them to plunge iato the depths
of theolo_ical polemices,

Aond Bl s end o wandhung mazes lolt?

Do vo with thom to revive the animo-
fines of the Bvg vian cuntrdverfy, or to
G ide the procods borween the  fefuits
~d the five propofitions of jnnfeﬁfm‘?
D) we with O enihirone thein i the pro.
feJor’s chair,‘fm;%iivcr oratles, hamngués,
and difurtations?710 weigh fhe merits ol
evety new production in il ‘Feales 21
Quintilian, or to regulate the . 9
dramatic compofition by Ariffatids ‘%
Or renouncing thofe fordgn sids,.'dl
we defire to behold them, inflated "t
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-hgi to be bora more. Hable. to fuffer
~and to fin, from this conformation of mind ;




under the powerful mm‘
per, confcious that they have much to'be ';
borne with, are too readily m

Jeét for their confidential Bex-







_ wants .
of thofe miferies,of which fhe nlyh-u
the relation., There is a fort of ftage-
effect which require for their
charities ; fhe_ hmdbw*ﬁmaﬂ
that the ob)eﬁofhg compaffion fhall
bave fomahmgmcﬁq and - amiable

init, fuch as fhall furnifh pleafing images
and livel res to her imagination,
and mgiyg:;a“fub)e&l for defcription ;
o;gemng,tlmmhuc ug@
uincvu’ythingdfe.hau 2 “fol
“‘Iowerof!ﬁuwhoph&dthm&l&
forgetting, that the molt coarfe and dif-
guiting object is as much therqrefpu-
tive of Him, who faid, * Inafmuch as
"yedoitmmcoﬁhelmﬂ:ohhqfc,p
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interefting, there is now a total failure
of thofe [prings of mere fenfitive fecling
which fet the charity a-going, and thofe
fudden emotions of tendernefs and gults
of pitgy which once were felt, muft now
be excited by newer forms of diftrefs.—
As age comes on, that charity which
has been the efie® of mere

grows cold and rigid; this hardnefs is



beftowed was for its “own - gratification ;
and now finding that felf.complacency at
o end, it ‘beflows ‘u6 longer. Probably
‘100 the caufe of fo 'much difappointment
‘miy have been, that ill choice of the objedts
“to which fecling, rather than a difcriminat-
ing - judgment, has led. The fummer
‘fhowers of mere fenfibility foon dry ‘up,
‘while the living fpring of Chriftian cha-
“ity flows alike in all feafons. ;

The impatience, ‘fevity, and ﬁck}eneb,
qf which women have been fomewhat too
_generally accufed, are pcrlnps in no fmall
" degree aggravated by the I fs"and fri-
'Vqlonfne& of female purfuits. The fort of
dtm.uon they commonly reccive, teaches
girls to fet a great price on finall ‘things.
" Befides this, they do' not always learn
"o, keep a very corre@ feule of degrees for
«ratiug'_thc value of the objedts of their ad-

and attachment; but by a kind
mmfhcurﬂuhnﬂ they nﬂﬂlﬂt
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ON SENSTBILITY. "y |
and

amerit of loving. fupremely things and
perfons  which ought to be loved with

moderation and in a fubordinate degree
the one to the other. Unluckily, they
confider moderation as {o neceffarily indi-
cating a cold beart and marrow foul, and

ceed from a bigher flate of miud than is
Mﬂﬁedbymﬁudy mdequabhdu-
rafters. Whereas itis in Ea.&thecmaq;n
of a warm but well direSled fenfibility,
that while it is capable of loving with
energy, it mult be cnabled, by the judg-
ment which governs it, to fuit and adjuft
its degree of interelt to the nature and
_excellence of the obje@ about which it
is ‘interefted ; for unreafonable prepol-
feffion, difproportionate attachment, and
eapricious or precarious fondnels, is not

- Exceffive but unintentional flattery is
aothﬂ faule into which a ftrong fenfi.

e 13 bility



bility is in danger of leading its: poffeffor.
A tender heart and a warm imaginaton
confpire to throw a fort of radiance round
the: objeét of their love, tll they are
dazzled by a brightnels of their own
borrow the warm language of fenfibility
'ithout having the really warm feeling ;

and young ladies get fuch a habit of
faying, and efpecially of writing, fuch
over obliging and flattering things to each
other, that this mutual politenefs, aided
by the felf-love fo natural to us all, and
by an unwillingnefs to fearch into our own
hearts, keeps up the illufion, and we geta
hﬂm of taking our charafter from the
pod we bear of ourfelyes, which o:.heq
affume, but do not yery well know, rather
than from the evil we fiel in om‘fe!m,
and which we therefore ought to be too
thoroughly acquainted with to ﬂkﬁ our
 opinion of ourfelves from what we H’
ﬁmm .
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ON EERSIMILITY. ng
~Ungoverned fenfibility i apt to give
awreng direltion to its anxicfles ; - and it
affe€tion often falls fhort of the troeend of
friendihip. If the object of ity regmrd’
happen to be fick, what inquiries ! what
preferiptions ! what an accumulaton is
made of cfes in. which the remedy. its
fondoefs (uggefts has been fuecefsfull

What an unaffefted tendemels for the,
peribing body! Yet is this fenfibiliny
cqually alive to the immortal interelts of
the fufferer ? _Is it not filens aldata[n
when it contemplates the dearslt friend
perfifting in opinions effentially dangerous
in praltices unqueftionably wrong? Docs
it not view all this, not only without a
generous ardour to point oot the peril,
and refcue the friend ; bot if that friend’ |
be fuppofed to be dying, does it not even
make it the criterion of kindnefs to let her
die undeceived? What a want of true
fenfibility, to feel for the pain, but not
for the danger of thofe we love! Now
fu what fort of fenfibility the Bible

14 teaches !
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‘4 brother in thine heart, but -thou. fhalt-
“in_any wile rebuke him, and fhalt,
“.@ot fufier fin upon him *.”  But let,
idea of expofing what, it loves to a mo-
mentary pang, figure to itlelf the bare
poffibility, that the objet of its own fond
affection may not be the objet of ﬂlﬁ.
Divine fayour! Let it fhrink from the
bare conje@ure, that “ the familiar friend
?w&hﬂomnhutlkcnfwoctoounf:l,
is goi.ng down to the gates of death, un-
vppamng unprepared, and yet unwarned,
But mere human fenfibility goes a
bortcr way to work. Not being able to
dnmhcndthepmofhmghnrfmlu
q:of knowing her danger, it works itlelf
up into the quicting delufion that no dan-
ger exifts, at leaft not for the objects of its
cown affection ; it gratifies itfelf by invent-
ing a falvation fo comprehenfive u,ﬂ,ﬂ
fake in all itfelf Joves with all their faults;
ot ooil ek Lasidlens, shec pgl oAl G
ot it



ON' SENSIBILITY e
iteveates 10its own fond heart an ‘ideat
and exaggerated divine mercy, which fhall
pardon and receive all in whom this blind
fenfibility has an intereft, vbet!nnhqh
good or whether they be evil.

*In regard to its application to religious-
purpofes, if is a teft that fenfibility hay
received its true diretion when it is fur
premely turned to the love of God: for
1o poflefs an overflowing fondnefs for our
fellow-creatures and fellow-finners, and to
be cold and infenfible to the Effence of
goodnefs and perfeftion, is an incon-
fitency to which the feeling heart is
awfully liable. God has himfelf the firlk
claim to the fenfibilicy he beftowed. * He
“ fir/t loved us:" this is a natural caule
of love. “He loved us while we were
 finners:” this is a fupernatural caufle.
He continues to love us though we negleét
his favours, and flight his mercies': 'this
‘would wear out any earthly kindnefs.
‘He forgives us, not perty nezlefls, not
pecafional flights, but grievous fins, re-
ey M
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w&moﬁuﬁo calculated to wouch: the
foul of fenfibility? .0 - 3 efitsusi)
“Thole young women h-hun feeling is
indulged to the exclufion of reafon and
examination, are peculiarly liable 1o be
the dupes of prejudice; rafh decifions; and
falfe judgment. The undérftanding hav-
img but little power over the will, their
affe€tions are not well poized, and their
minds arc kept in a ftate ready to be adted
upon by the fluGtuations of alternate
umpulles; by fudden and varying im-
preflions 3. by cafual and eonmdn&ory
circumfitances ; and by emotions excited
by every accident, Inftead of being guided
by the broad views of general truth, and
having one fixed principle, they are driven
on: by the impetuofity of the moment.
And this impetuofity blinds the judgment
as much as it mifleads the condué ; fo that .
for want of a habit of cool inveftigation:

and inquiry, they meet every event with-
.. q B3l 3 m
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cut any previoufly formed opinion or vule
of a@ion. And as they do not accaftont
themicives to appreciate the real value of
shings, their attention is ag likely to be led
away by the under parts of @ fubject,
a» 10 feize on the jeading feature.  The
fame cagernels of mind which: hinders
the operation of the difcriminating  fas
culty, lecads allo to the error of deters
mining on the reQitude of an atlion by its
fuccefs, and to thet of making the event
of an undertaking decide on its: juftice
or propriety: it allo leads (o thar fupers
ficial and erroneous way of judging which
faftens on exceptions, if they make in one’s
own favour, as grounds of realoning,
while they lead ws to overlook received
and general rules which tend 1o eftablifh
a do@rine contrary to our withes. -
Open-hearted, indifcreet girls, often

pick up a few ftrong notions, which are
uﬁlﬂtmth-'n&kauﬂ:qmpop*
among the clafs in queltion: fuch as,
# that warm friends muft make warm
# enemies ;"
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% .enemies;”’—that “ the generouslove and
« hate with -all. their -hearts ;—that *a
«. reformed rake makes the beft hufband ;"'
«that * there is no medium in marriage,
& but that it is a {tate of exquifite happi-
« pefs or exquifite mifery ;" with many
other doftrines of equal currency and
equal foundnefs!| Thefe they confider as
axioms, and adopt as rules of life. From
- the two firlt of thefe oracular fayings, girls
are in no {mall danger of becoming unjuft
through the very warmth of their hearts:
for they will get a habit of making their
eftimate of the good or ill qualities of
others, merely in proportion to the greater
or lels degree of kindnels which they
themfelyes have received from them.
Their eftimation of general charater is
thus formed on infulated and -partial
grounds; on the accidental circumftance
of pérfonal predilettion or perfonal pique.
Kindnefs to themfelves or their friends in.
‘yolves all poffible excellence ; negled, all
“imaginable defe@ts:  Friendfhip and- grati.

g hasdha o wl o igsde
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as they cannot convert vice into virtue, 6
they ought mnever to convert truth intd
falfehood.  And it ‘may be the more
neceffary to be upon our guard in- this
inftance, becaufe the very idea of gratitude
may miflead us, by converting injuftice
into the femblance of a virtwe. Warm
expreflions fhould therefore be limited
to the conveying a fenfe of our own
individual obligations which are real]
rather than employed to give an impreffion
of general excellence in the perfon who
has obliged us, which may be imaginary.
A good man is ftill good, though it may
not have fallen in his way to oblige or
ferve ws, nay, though he may bave ne.
gleGted, or even unintentionally hurt us:
and fin is ftill fin, though committed by
the perfon in the world to whom we are
the moft obliged, and whom we moft love.
We come next to that fatal and moft
indelicate, nay grofs maxim, that ¢ are-
* formed rake makes the beft hufband ;*
1 an
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an aphorifm to which the principles and the
happinefs of fo-many young women have
been facrificed. It goes upon the pre.
pofterous fuppofition, not only that effeéts
do not follow caufes, but that they oppele
them; on the fuppofifion, that habitual
vice creates reftitude of chara@er, and
that fin produces happinefs ¢ thus flatly
contradi@ing what the moral government
of God uniformly exhibits in the courfe of
human events, and what Revelation fa
evidently and univerfally teaches.

For it fhould be obferved, that the
reformation is generally, if not always
fuppofed to be brought about by the all-
conquering force of female charms. Let
but a profligate young man have a point
to carry by winning the affeltions of a
vain and thoughdefs girl; he will begin
his attack upon her heart by undermining
blr religious principles, and artfully res

which might

mob&m&ulm mvmg }l:IE&
i&uhmvhhm character. And
while
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while be will lead her not to hear withw
out idicule the mention of that change of
beart which Scripturc teaches and experis
ence proves that the power of Divine grace
can work on a vicious chamaéter; while

he will weach her to fncer at a change
which he would treat with contempt, bes
caule be denies the pofliiliy of fo ftrange
and_miraculous a converfion ; yet he will
not fcruple 1o fwear, that the power of -
her beauty has worked a revolution in his
own loole prallices which is equally com- r
plete and inftantaneous.

But {uppofing it poflible that his re.
formation were genuine, it would even
then by no means involve the truth of
her. propofition, that palt libertinilm ine
furgs future felicity ; yet many a weak
gizl, confirmed in this palatable doétrine
by examples fhe has frequenily admired
of thofe furprifing reformations fo cpne
vgmlycﬁ&edinﬂnhﬁhmdm&
of our comedies, has not fcrupled to rifk.
her earthly and. eternal happinefs with 3

man,

ke
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man, who is pot M“M
influence of lm' beauty that power of .
changing the beart which he M
dwmtoOmmpmad‘df. b adaiv
As 1o the laft of thefe pn&ml W;_
vifms, that * there is - no . medivm, in:
“ marriage, but that it is a flate .of exs'
“ quilite happinefs or exquifite mifery;"'
this, though not equally finful, is equally
delufive: for marriage is only one modis
fication of human life, and human hfeds-
not commonly in itfelf a ftate of exquifite
extremes ; but is for the moft part that
mixed and moderate ftate, fo natuiuﬂy
dreaded by thofe who fet out with. fancy.
ing this world a ftate of rapture, and o
naturally expected by thofe who know it
to be a ftate of probation’ and difcipline «
Marriage, therefore, uonlymcondmonf.

ruk& b’mlofbdgg wlu;h,lm,gd‘
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marriage, difdaining to fit down with 6
poor a mw.ﬁm
the acceptance of that moderute fot which
Providence ‘commonly ‘beftows  with: a
view:te'check defpondency and to reprefs
prefumption ;- give themlelves up ro the'
other alternative; and, by abandoning
their: hearts to difcontent, make to them.'
fclves that mifery with which their fervid:
imaginationd had filled the oppofite feale, -

'The truth - is, thefe young ladies are’
very apt o pick 'up their pinions, Teft”
from thevdivines than the poets; and
the poets, ‘though it muft be confeffed”
they are: fome of the beft embellithers of
life, 4%€ not  guite the fafeft conduélors’
through it. “In travelling through a wils®

mtﬁgtmuﬁ cur&lua of g
mﬁj‘ﬁ ﬂs ok &

rgiare
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following them'as guides " condud ‘us
through its labyrinehs: oo S
«'Thofe “wemen, in whom the natural
defells of awarm temper ‘have beert
ftrengthened by an education which fofters
their faults, are very dextroys in availing
themfelves of a hint, when -t favours a
ruling inclination, foothes vanity, indulges
indolence, or gratifies their loye of power.
They have heard fo often from their
favourite fentimental authors, and  their-
more flattering male friends,  that when
“ Nature denied them firength; fhe gave:
“ them fafcinating graces ini-compenfa-
“ tion; that their ftrength confifls in their,
 weaknefs ;** and that. they are en-
“ dowed with arts of perfuafion which
% fupply the ablence of force, and the:
“ place of reafon;” that they learn, in
time, to pride themfelves on that very
‘weaknefls, and to become vain of their:
Jmperfoétions 3, till at length they . begia”
ﬂﬂﬂi-fwﬁslm nam

.;:.':":.
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but admiration,  Hence they get to chesith
a fpecies of feeling whichy if not checkady
terminates in exceflive felathnels; they
learn to. produce their inability. to. bear
contradiGtion as a proof: of their tenders
nefs ; and to indulge i that fore of irvi.
tability i all that relates to themfelves,
which inevitably leads to the utter ex~
clofion of all interclt in the fufferings of
others. Inftead ‘of exereifing their fene
fibility in the wholefome duty of relieving
diftrels and vifiting feenes of forrow, thae
fenfibility itfelf is pleaded as a reafon for
their not being able to endure fights of
woe, and for ﬂlﬂmﬁnc_lhc diftrefs it
fhould Be exerted in removing. Thu;
aqusﬁnfm& of fecling which God im-
plamed in_the heart as a flimulus to
chiékim nc in xelieving the miferies -of

htmmed, and learns to

m.ﬂ b pew, i
3 m:,,.;
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others, ‘dhis Filfe ‘delicacy refefved ¢
feMfifliind  réad§ tears for' thé moré
eleffine” and ' Il expesifive™ foFFGws “6F
thé' meling “novel of e " pahiedc “ra"
;59 ol e vizine gy peiiliandoos
"'W’ﬁﬁn"w frimulites Uﬁ?'fb felfl
indulgence; wheri the more exquifite #ffer.
rions ‘of fyipaliy and" iy &vapbrate’
fentiment, i(téid of fowing out'in altive
eharity, and affording affidrice, protedtiott;
or" confolation to every fpecies of diftrefs’
withiin its‘veach; it is an evidence thall the
feeling s of a fpurious kind ; and inftead
~ of being nourifhed as an adiiable tender”
fefs, it fhould be ﬁbdthd a afohd a‘:'iq"
bafe felf-love. :
That idlenefs, as“ww éf'ull -wua‘u
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the bufy are exempred ;+ and, perhaps, it
‘would not berafy'to. find 3 more pitiable
object than 2 woman. with ‘a great deal.
of time ard a’great deal-of \muvney on
herhnis.ﬂo.mhavngbunhnﬂ:x
the confcientipus ufe of cither, fquanders
bmhaminu ‘or yather moulders both.
away, without plan, without principle, -
and ‘without pleafure : all whofe projeéts.
begin, and terminate in felfs who con.
fiders, the relt of the world only as they
may, be fubfcrvient to her gratification ; .
and to whom it never octurred, ' that beth ,
her time and money weresgiven, for, the, .
gratification and good, of others. (= R
. It is-mot much to ‘the credit-of. the_
other fex, -that they now and then lend
themfelves to the indulgence of this felfith
fpirit in their'wives, and cherith by a kind
of falfe fondnefs thole faults which fhould
be combated by good fenfe and a realon.
able coumteration : flothfully preferring
a lidde. falfe peace, the, purchafe of pres
* carious guiet, and the reputation of good- ;.
ok K3 nature,



