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PREFACE 

T HE dose of the fifteenth, and the begin
niI'fg of the I sixteenth century, comprehend 
one of thost: peiiods of ,history, which are 

entitled to our minutest study' and inquiry. 
Almost all the great events from which 

" 

Eur~pe deri·ies its present advantages, are 
to ,be traced up to those times. The .. 
invention of the art of printing, the &s .. . . ,. 
covery of the great western continent, the 
schism from the church of Rome, .. which . 
ended in. the reformati.otl of many of its 
abuses, and established the preceden~ of -- -
reform, the degree of perfection ,ttained 
f the fine arts, al1d the final introdulZtio~ 
of true principles of criticism and taste, • 

VOL. I. a com-



PRE F ACE. 

compose such 'an illustrious assemqlage.of 
luminous points, as canno't fail of attracting 
for" ages the curiosity 'and admiration of 

mankind. 

~A complete history of these times has 

leng been a gteat·uesidt!:rat~lm in literature; 
~ w hoevcr considers the qlelgnitude of 

• the underrttking will not think it likely 
to be spoIl supplied. Indeed, irom. the 
natu~e of the transactions which then took: 
place, they cax: dilly be exhibited in detail, 

and' under: scpar~te and ·particular views. 

That the alithor of the following pages 
has frequently turned"his< eye towards this 
interesting period is true,' bGt he ha~ felt 

himself rather dazzled than ,info~med py 
thoe survey. A mind of greater compa~s, 
and the posses:,ion of uninterrupted "leisure, 

would- be requisite to comprehend, ~o sele.ct, 

and to arrange .. tJ.le immense ..variety of 

citt:umstance~ ~ hich a full narrath-e of 
those times would involve; when almost 

eve! y' city of Italy was a new Athens, 

and that favoured couotry could boast its 

historians, 
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historians, its poets, its ctratoq;, -and it~ 
• • 

artists, who ma"y contend with the great 
names of antiquit·y for the pa1rv of m~ntal 
excellence ~ when Venice, l\1ilan, 'Rome, • • 
FlO£e!lce~ Bo'ogna, "F&rrara, jnd . several 
othe" pla~es, vied with each other, J\ot.in 
arms, .yut in. science- and in genioo; 

", - --. . and when..the splendor of a court .. ..lil?ag.. 

estimated by the number and talents of 
lea~ned men who illustrated. it by their 
presente ; each of whose lives 'an~ pro
dnctiQf}s ~ould, in a ~rk of this nature, 
merit ... ~{ full an:d separate di~cussion. 

F~m this. -f.alr blaze of talents, the 
authot has turnui\ towards a period, wherp 
i.ts·first·fainr gle~s afford a subjdcl, if not 
more interesting;" at least more suited' to 

• • 
his powets, and when, after a nig~t of 
unexpS!cted darkness, Florence aglin saw 
tlte sun- break forth .wjth a lustre more 
permanent, though perhaps not so bf\ght. 
The days of Dante, of Boccacci~ and of 
Petrat.Ca, were iildeeJ past; but l!nder the . . 
auspic.s of the 1-Iouse of l\ledici, and 

a 2 parti-
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'Pa.rticulaclythrcugh the ardour and example 

of Lorenzo, the-empire of -Science and true 
taste- was again restored. 

Aft~r thf deat~ of Bocca • ..:cio, th~ lnlr

vivo~ of that celebrated triumvirate ·who 
haa carried their 1.ative'torrgue to an high 
>:;,iti':hrof refinement, and endca.~ured, not 

-without success, to introduce the study of 
the ancient lnnguages into Italy, :1 gen~ral 

degradation of letters .lgain took pla~e j and 
the Italian ton~u~ in particular twas so tar 
deteriorated, and debased, as, b v the . ,; 

acknowledgmant of the best critic~, to 

have become scarcely· intelligible. The 
first symptoms of improve~eJlt appeared 
about the middle of the fifteenth c.::ntUl'v, .. 
,vhGn Cosmo de' Medici, after having 

established his authority in. Flo~ence, 
devote<.l the latter years of a lon.g and 

honourable lite to {the encourage~~.r, alld 
cveIll! the study of philosophy, and polite .... 
letters. ,He died in 1464; and., the infirm 
state Qf t\lealth of his son'Piero" who was 

severely affiictcd ~y tIte gout, d\d not 

petmit 
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p~rmi ... him to make that 1>rogre~ in the 
path which his· father hid pointed out, 
that his natural di:position would other~ise 
have effected. ~ After ~urvivillg him only 
about-five years, the gr~ater PC3l-t of which 
time· he ~as confined to a sick-bed. he 
died, leaving t'Wo 0 60nst to the elder lII()f 

• • 
whom, Le.renzo, the praise of hzwi':b' . 
restored to literature its ancil::nt honours 
is 'Principally due. In succc!edipg times, 
indeed~ that praise has been almost .exclu-

• sively bestowed on Gi~vanni de' Medici, . -,,-afterwards Leo· the Teq-th, the second son 
of Lorenzo, who undoubt~dly promoted 

the views, bur. -never in any degree rivalled 
the,. talents °uf his father. 

~Ttajn it is that no man WiS f:ver 
more adtnircd and venerated by his. con
temporaries, or ha~ been more <fefrauded 

• 
of his· Just fame JJy posterity, than 
Lorenzo dc' Medici.,' Possessed t)f a 

genius more original and verscaile than 

perhaps any of his ('ountrymen~ lle has 
led t:M way. in some of the most valuable 

a 3 species 
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'l,pecies t>f poefJ.c composition; and- some 
of his productio~s stand u;rivalled amongst 

• 
those of his countrymen to the present 

• day. ~ Yet such hap been the ad~iration 
paid by t4e Italilns to a few fav~urite • • 
auth.Prs, that they have almo&t closed their 

eyes to the .varioul excenent:ies with which 
·~orks abound. From the .t!IlAle of his 

• 
death no g~neral collection was made of 
his writipgs· for upwards of 6ix~y.ye<!fs; 
an.d after their first publication by Aldus 
• « ~ I r m 1554, upward3 of two centunes e apsed 

r.;. ~ 

without a. new ~dition.· Neglect,~d in 
Italy, they seem to have been unknown 
to the rest of Europe: .At French histo
Iian., in whose narrative Lorenzo mc...kes 
a conspituous figure, assureS -his -reader.s 
that the writings of this gre'at man, as 
well i~ verse as prose, are irrecoY~rably· 
lost;- apd that he would no longer be 
known as an author, were it n.ot frctm 

the 

a VanlIas, Anecdotf'1> de Florence, ou l'histoire 

secrete de 1'1 Maison de Medicis .. p. 149.' Ed. La 
H(lye, 1687. 
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the cQ[llmendations besto\t"ed upen him 
by his friends, and the attention paid to 

• him by Paulus Jovius, who has assigned a 
place tc\ hi; memory in his eulogies on the 
mode~n writers of Italy' 

But we ue not to .e;onsicJ;r Lore~o 
de' M~dicr·merely in the character o.s.~::.~ .. 
author, and a patron of learning. As a 
statesman he was undoubted'ly the most • • 
extraordi£Vlry person of his OWl'), or . -
perhaps of any tim'i.~' -/bough a private 
citizen and a 'merchaQt of Elorence, he 
not only obtained the dt!cided control 
of that state, ~r a period when it abounded 
with men of the greJ.tcst talenta and acute; 
n~ss, Dut -raised himself to th~ rank of 
sale .arbiter of Italy, and produced. no 
inconside"rable effect upon the politics of 
Europe . ...>- Without attempting t6> subju
gate hi!; native place., .he laid the found
ation of the future greatness of his f~ily. 
His son and his nephew were 90th, at a 
short interval from each other,.ra)sed to 

the pontifical dignity j and in the succeed-

a'4 ing 
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ing cerfturies His descendants became con
nected by mar~iage with' the first Euro
pean sovereigns.~ The ~rotection afforded 

I 

by him to all the polite arts gaTe them 
a permaneIJt foun~ation in ItalJo Ip the 
estalllishment of public libraries, schools, 
ami seminajies oi.'earning; he was equally 
~ficent, indefatigable, and· ~ucc.essful ; 
and these objects were all accomplished by 
a man Wl;lO ~ied at the early age of fotty
four years. 

It is not, however, the intention of 
the author of 'the following work to con

fine himself merely to the relation of the 
life of an ibdividua1, however' illustriom. 
Of a fa~i1y of whom so much h~s been 
said: and so little with certainty kn;)wn, 
a more particular account cannot be unin
teresting: In aiming at this purpose, be 

'" has been unavoid~My led to give some 
account of the rise of modern literature, 
and parti'cularly to notice many contem
pprary'aJthors, whose reputation, at least 
in this country, has not yet be('n ade'qu.ate 

to 
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to their· merits. In an ag,e when long 
-and da~gerous expeditions are under
taken to dev~lope the manners of barba

rians, o~ to discover the srurce of a river, 
it win. surely not be thought In useless 
attempt, to endeavour to trace soltl.(" 
of those minute and almo·,!;, imp.rceptible 

causes, fI;om·which we are to deduce oUr 

present proficiency in letters, i~ science, 
and itt artR_ 

Among the several llar~sives hitherto 
published of the life 8f Lorenzo de' 
Medici, the most ancient is that of Nic
colo Valori a FI';rentine, eminent for his 
rank and learning, the contemporary and 
friend of torenzo. This account, ~ritten 
not inel,gantly in Latin, and which GPnf
poses a small octavo volume of six~y

seven pages, remained in manuscript, till 
• 

Laurentiu!f Mehus gave. i, to the public 

in 1749. An Italian translation h\d 
indeed been published at Florenle, as 

early as the year IS6CJ. The prrncipal 
events ia the Life of Lorenzo arc here 

related 

xiii 
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relate~ with accuracy and fideI-ity;. but 
• 

upon the whole it gives us too distant 
and indistinct a view of h~m. Though 
sensible in some re&pects of the magnitude 
of his subject, \r alori seems pot (" to have 

b<!en sufficiently aware of the distin
guishing. chartlfteristics of Lorenzo -the 
m-ength, extent, and vcrs:l'tility of his 

mind. Hence he has exhibited him only 
in one p~incipal point of Vlevy; "either 
whC!lIIy omitting, or at It'o.,t slightly 

I 

noticing, hi,'\ many other endowments. 
Closely adhering to his purpose, he con
fines himself to too small a circle, and 
enters not into those di&cJ;ss!ons respecting 
collateral events and circumstances, which 
a full display of the character of Lotenzo 
r't!qv,ires. The work of Valorl may, 
h~wever, be considered, not only as a 
well-written and authentic piece of bio
graphy, but as .th.e foundation of all"sub
s4{uent efforts on the samt! subject :; 
illtholl.6h it wants that interest which it 
would, have derived from a closer and 

more intimate examination of the temper, 
the 
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the character, and the writings OP Lo ... 
,fenzo. 

By .what strange fata~ity it happened, 
that th.e re~utation of the mosl't eminent 
man of his own age should have fallen 

• • • into almost absolutt" neglelet. In t~e course-
of tha.t whi<.!h immedbtely succeeded, ·it 

is difficult to discover; particularly when 
we cbns~dcr that the Italians flave been 
by p.o meanj inattentive to their national 
glory, and that the m~m~ir~ of the lives 
of many of the contempOJ;aries o£ Lorenzo, 
who were inferior to him in ·every point 
of view, have tv;:cn fully and even osten
tatiously set forth. \Vhatever was the 
cayse, it' is certain, thdt from the l~ublica

tion 0' the work of Valori in its Ita1i<Pn • 
dress, till the year 1763, no professed 
account of Lorenzo de' Medici m<fde its . 
appearanc·e in public ; al~lH)Ugh few authors 

have touched upon the history of th'tse 
times, without paying him the passing 
~ribqte of their applause. This· is the 

mon: 
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more-extraotdinary, as the materials for 
enlarging, and improving the narrative of 

• 
Valori, were obvious. In the year last 
mentioned, the poems of lorenzo were 
reprinted.,at Ber~amo; and a new (' account 

(" r 

of. the life of the author was prefixed to 
the work b. From this,' however, little is 

4" ",,, 

to be expected, when it ic understood 
that the t)iographer, in his introduction, 
acknowledges that it is entirely founded 
on ~hat of Valori; upon whm.e 'authority 
he solely relies,' and protests 'against Being 
answerable {or any fact alleged by him, 
further thaa that authority warrants. To 
an exertion of this kind, as he justly 
observes, neither the (ieep research of 
criticisln, nor the assistance of rare Lo~ks, 

~as necessary. In the few attempt;.> 
which he has made to afford aliditional 

information, 

--------------~~~~ 

b PO"csle del Magmfico Lorenzo de' Medici, con 
a1cune ,"1\.i£cmulle attenenti alIa sua vita, Testimo

nianze, &c. Bergamo, 1763, appresso Pietro Lan
celJotti. 
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information, he has resorreq princ\pally 
to Negri~, and Varillas d

, whose autho

rity, nevertheless, ht! has himself deser¥
edly impead~d; and whose inaccuracy 

renders -their testimony t!f little weight, • 
when ~ot e-Xpressly confirmed by other 

writers. 

About twenty years since several 

learnoo Italians united in dr~ing up 
memoirs ·of such of their countrymell as 

• • 
had distinguished themsel-:es in different - .. 
branches of science and arts e ;. and the 
life of Lorenzo, amongst oth't:!rs, fell to 

the pen of P. B,uno Bruni, professor of 
divit;lity in Florence. Unfortunately, how
ever, it was -executed without an·y new 

researci1.es, being entirely compiled froth 
prevIOUS 

c Istoria degli scnttori FlOl{,ntini, opera postllllla 

del P. Gluho Negri. Ferrara, 1722. 

Anecd. de Florence. ut e'lp. 

e Elog) ciegli U omini ill ustri TOl>cani. In Lucca, 
1771, ~c. 4 vol. ~oz,o. 
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previous publications; and it must be 
owned that the work derives no ad van ... 
tages from the proft!ssional prejudices or 
opinions of its author. Ti:1e conspiracy 
of the Pazzi islone of the most' striking 

• 
e~ents that ever engaged tht!. attelltion of 

the historia:n ; a..,'1d the circumstances which 
accomptllied u'compose a boqy of evidence 
as accurq.te and autlu.ntic as history can 
produce. __ But the delicacy of th~ bio
grapher shrunk from the relatbn of an 
incident, that ~'1volved ill the guilt of. pre
meditated as~aLsin<..tion, the Vicar of Christ 
upon card!! This event is accordingly 

passed over with a general reference to 

previous relations; and ran annotation is 
subjoined, tending to imp~ach the evi

qencl: of one who was an eye-witness of 
the'transaction, and whose narra'live was 
lald pefore the public immediately after 
the event took place f. No ex~raordinary 

number 

r AI geh Pohtiani ConJurationis Pactiana: anni 
J 478 Commentarium, in eodem anna excusum, In 

410 SUle loci et typographl mmimbu.r,.iterum tfpis,impres
sum Neapoli an no 1769, cura et studio Joannis Adi
mari ex Marchionibus Bun\lJa:. 
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number of pages was devoted tp the ~ork; 
• and it may be enough to remark, that the 

resemblance of Lorenzo de' Medici does 
not well assol!'iate with a set uf petty por

traits, hftng up by way <!f ornament, in 
• frames ·of t!qual sizes. In order to do 

justice to such a sl.1bject, aJarger canvas 15 
necessary. 

lne enumerating the laboul1S of my 
predecess~rs, it may not be impr<wer 

• • 
more particularly to noti~e the singular 

• • e 
work of VarilIas, to which I haye before 
had occasion to refer. This book, written 
in a lively style, with great pretenE.ions to 

• secret information from manuscripts in 

the. f'rench lting's library, has more the 
resemblance of a romance than of, au • 
authentic narrative; and if we may j~dge 
of the author's private anecdotes, from his 
misrepres~ntatiollS and mistakes in matters • • 
of more general notoriety, we shall f.e-

• 
quently be compelled. to consider. them 
rather as the offspring of his ow. ima
gination. than as substantiated facts. The 

a\'surdities 



PRE F ACE. 

absurdities of this author have frequently 
been expos'e.d by Bay Ie g, whb has in 
man y instances poi.ted out his glaring 
perversions of the relatiol's of Paulus 
Jovius, the verptcity of whom a" an his
torian is itself sufficiently equivocaL The 

atcuracy of V ~rillas m<\y in some degree 
be determined- by the singular list of books 
and rnan.uscripts from which he professes 
to have derived his information, the very 

• existence of wrne of which yet rests on 
his own authority. 

Such,. however, being the attempts 

that had been made to exhibit to the 
public the life and labvurs of Lorenzo 
de' M~dici, I con'ceived that there could 
be no great degree of arrogance in endea
vourjng to give a more full and pArticular 
account of them: Nor was I deterred 
from 'this undertaking by the considera
tion, that Prol i~ence had placed my 

lot 

g Dictionnaire Histotique et Critique, Art. Polttim, 
&c. 
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lot 1¥yond the limits of that -favoure<J, 
country, 

" eh' Apllfnin parte, e'l mar cirC'onda, e I' Alpe." 

The .truth is, that even -in a remote 

part of this !:~'!l'1e kin~dom, and deprived 
of the many advantage~ pecltliar to seatS' 

of learning, I saw no difficulty in giving 
a more full, distinct, and accurate idea 

• o( th. subject than could be collected from 
~ny perf~rmance I hag then met with. 
For some years past, the wt)rks of the Italian 
writers had amused a pprtion of my 
leisure hours; a partiality for any parti
cular object ~enerally awakens the desire 
of obtaining further informatiqn respect! , 

"ing it; and from the perusal of the Ita-
• !ian -poets, I ~as insensibly led tl! attend 

to the literary history of that ~ultivated 

nation. ]n tracing the rise of modern 
literature, I soon ~erceived that .every 
tuing great and exceUeIlt in scienc~ and 
in art, revolved round Lorenzo dee' Medici, • during the short but splendid rera of his 
life, -as a <;.ommon centre, ~nd derived 

VOL. I. b from 
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from him its irlvariable preservation and 

support.-U nder these im,pressions I began 
to collect such scattered notices respecting 
him as fell in my way; and t~e Floren

tine historiei. of Mlchi~v~1li1 an1 Am,mi
rato, the critical labours of Crescimbeni, 

-!'vl'uratori, B.,andinj~· and Tiraboschi, with 
other works of less importance, ,'Jf which 

I then founa myself possessed, supplied 

me with mat'erials towards the executi6n 

of my .. plan. I had not, howeyer, pro
ceeded far, bef(lr~ I perceived that the 
subject deserved a more minute inquiry; 
for which purpose it would be necessary to 

resort to contemporary authQfities, and, if 
fossible, to original documents. v The 

impracticability of obtaining in this coun
try the ~information of which I stoocJ in 
need, would perhaps have damped the 
ardour df my undertaking, had not a 

circumstance presenfeg itself in the highe;t 
degre·-: favourable to my purpose. An 
intimate friend, with whom I had been 
many ye<1~'s united in studies ilnd affection, 
had paid a visit to Italy, and had fixed 

his 
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his "inter ,residence at ttloren~. I wdI 
"new that I had only to request his assist-

• 
anc~, in order to obtain whatever inform-
ation he had an opportunity of procuring, 

• • from the very spot which was to be the 
• • 

scene of my intended history. My 
inquiries were particul:trly dirlicted tow:rrm
the Laurentian and Riccardi libraries, 
which I was convinced woula afford much 
ofiginal and interesting information. It . ' 

would bf unjust merely to say MIat my 
• • 
friend afforded me the aSJ>ijtance I required; 
he went far beyond even tho hopes I had 
formed, and his return to Ius native coun
try was, if ~ossible, rendered still more 
grateful to me, by the materi~ls he had 
collected for my use. Amongst these I 
had. the pleasure to find several beautiful 
poems of Lorenzo de' Medici, the origina1s 
of which are deposited in the Laurentian 
library~ although tae. former editors of 
his works appear not to have hal the 
slightest information Tespectin~ them. 
These po~ms, which have beltl copied 

b ~ with 
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¥lith great accuracy, and, where itr was 
possible, collated 'with diikrent manu

scripts, will for the first time be given 
to the public in the third "olufl1e. The 
munificence ~f the \ate Gre..lt Duke Leo
pold, and the liberality of the Marquis 
~ardi, had laid ~ open the inestimable 
treasures of their· collections .to every 
inquirer; and under the regulations of 
the venerable ,Canonico Bandini, to whose .. 
labours, the literary history of Iti~y is 
highly indebted, Sl..ch arnngements have 
been adopte~ in' the Laurentian library, 

that every diiFculty which might retard 
research is effectually removed. Unlike 

tpe immense but ill-digested and almost 

prohibited' col1ections of the Vatican, the 
libraries of Florence are the common 
property of the learned of all nations; rand 
an institution founded by Cosmo, and 
promoted by Lorenzo de' Medi<;i, yet 
subsi!{.ts, the noblest t monument of their 
glory: thJ! most authentic depository of 

their fame. 
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}\mORget a number of ~rinted-volumes 
immediately Qr remotely connected with 

• 
my princijal subject, which were supplied 
by the attention of my friend, were two 
wor{s of which he haa giveneme previous 

• • 
information. These were the life of 
Lorenzo de' l\1edici, ~Titten in Latin..1.-..· • •• -o-y ... .,., 

Monsignar Fabroni, a learned Italian 
prelate, and published in the year 1784, 
in-two volumes in quarto; 3I1d the life of 
his g~and!ather Cosmo, by the same.au~hor, 
published in one vol m~t in quarto in the 
year 1789. On receiving t~ese extensive 
productions, it became a sabject of consi
deration, whether it might not be advis
able to lay· aside my own narrative,z 
although .it was then far advanced, and 
satisfy myself with a translation of. the 
for~er of these works, adding such -remarks 
as my previous researches bad enabled me 
tb make. The perusal of these volumes, 

• 
whilst it afforded me considerable l:fatifi-
cation, soon. however, convincec1 me that 
the purpose I had in view cou.l.d not be 
obtained by a translation. The leading 

b 3 object 
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ebject of cf'abroni is to illustrate the .poli
tical, rather than the literary life of 
Lorenzo. It appeared to me, that the 
mere historical events of thee fifteenth 
century, so jar as( they regarded rtaly, 
could not deeply interest my countrymen 
..i.a.the eighteenth ~ut I conceived that the 

I ' ' 

progress of letters and of arts would be 
attended to with pleasure in every country 
where they WRre cultivated and protectefl : 
'many other motives, some of which will 

" , 
appear in the coul'se of [he work, deter-
mined me to prosecute my original plan: 
and the histocy now presented to the 
public bears no more resemblance to that 
of Fabroni, than his does t~ that of his 
predecessOT Valori. The general incidents 
in tb.e life of Lorenzo are indeed nearly 
the same in all; but for most of the senti
ments and observations that may occur in 
the ensuing volume, and for a considet
able part of the narrative, particularly such 
as reHltes ,[0 the state and progress of letters 
and of art~, the responsibility must fall on 
myself. 

But 
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11m although I have- not tAought i~ 
eligible to rest satisfied with a mere trans
lation of the works of Fabroni, I have 
derived Itom them very important assist
anc~ and information. • The l1umerous and 
autnentic documents which he obtained 
by diligent researches IIhrough the arch= 
of Floreqce, and which ·occupy two thirds 
of his work, are a treasure. ~ith which, 
i~ the infancy of my under~king, I little 
expe~ted to be gratified. The assistance . .. 

-derived trom these sou!'ces did not, how-
ever, supersede my exertions in procuring 
such additional information. ~s other parts 
of the continent and this country could 

supply. T~e Crevenna library, lately 
exposed so sale at Amsterda.m, and the 
Pinelli in London, furnished me. with 
several publications of early date, for which 
I might otherwise long have inqllired 
throughollt Europe to no purpose. The 
rich and extensive· catalogues pu~lisbed 
by Edwards, Payne, and other L·ondon 

• booksellers, who have of late ~ears dili-

gently S011ght for and i~ported into Eng-
b 4 land 
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~and whatever 4s curiou~ or valua~le in 
foreign literature, have also contributed 
to the success of my inquiries; and I may 
justly say, that I have spareS neither 
trouble nor expence in the acquisitioh of 
whatever appeared to be necessary to the 
¥M6ecution of my work. 

I am not, however, arrogant enough 
to conceive that, even with these adv311-
tages, ,I have been able to do jusdce to 
so extensive and ~o diversified a subject: 
Precluded by more serious and indispens ... 
able avocations from devoting a continued 
attention to it, I am apprehensive that 
facts of importance may' either have 
escaped my diligence, or may be yet 
imperfectly related. The difficulties at
tending' a critical examination of works 
of taste, written in a foreign language, 
contribute to render me diffident of die , , 
succ~s of my labours. In the few 
attempts ~o translate or imitate the poetical 
pieces of l ..... orenzo and his contemporaries, 
I must regret my inability to do. them 

more 
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more c~mplete justice; an inability of 
which I am fully sensible, but for which 
I do not mean to tfouble my reader with 
any furthe~ apology. Such as it is, I 
submi~ this performance- to th~judgment 
of die public: ready to acknowledge, 

though not pleased to -reflect, that the 
disadvanrag€s under whi~h :n author 

labours are no excuse for the" imperfec
tion~ of his work. 
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W HEN the first of these volumes was nearly 
printed, and the materials arranged for the 
secoIM, I had the satisfaction opt obtaining a -copy of a very singular and interesting work, .. .-
in three volumes octavo, -intitled Mhlloires 
Genealogiques de fa MOlson de Medici. For this 
performance I am indebted to the. MARQ.Y1S OF 

LANSDOWN; a nobleman who has copferred 
the most importallt benefits on his country, and 
whose attenlion has been invariably directed to 
the encouragement of those studi~s which can 
only produce their proper fruits in that state.of . . 
public tranquillity, which his distinguished 
talents have been uniformly exerted to secure. 

The work above mefttioned is the produc
tion of Mr. Tenhove of the Hague, a ~ear 

relation of the late Greffier of the IGrates of 
Holland, Mr. FageI, to whose memery it is 
inscribecl in the following aif(ctionate terms: 

A r hfU-
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c& I' ht~e memotre de Franfois Fa,ael, 
Gre./Jier r:k leuT! haute.; puz.s.sanceJ /1'1 Etat.f GenerIJUM 

des lDrovlncar-un1e_: 

Heritzef" des vertus et des tale?ls de JeJ once/res, 
c-

Co//egue et amz du vet/erable vIer/lard Jon pere, 

Fa'L'orl des epeupln et des grands, , 

• Fragile espolr de la patrie, 
AmI zele de.r leitra et des arff, 

Arbltre sur 1fe /' elegance et du gout, 

At med!;ure maltle de mai-1J2eme. 

But, ala~! the monument which affrction 
had devoted to the memory of a fr~(!nd, was 
itsc.~f destined to remain unfinish~d; and ~he 

accomplished al'thor, by a fatality which will 
perhaps remind my readers of the events related 
in the last dlapter of this history) w!lilst he 
lamented the loss of his patron, was called to 
join him, in the society of the wise, the le,nned, 
and the eood of former ages-in that of Scipio 
and of L;elius, of Politiano and of Lorenzo de' 
M~dicj. 

biter odoratum Laun nemus, unde SUPl'Ylll? 

Plurzmus Brulam pt'r szlvam volv1fm a/PillS. 

Of such part of his work as was printed 
hefore h~s death, a copy had been presented by 
him to t~.e learned and venerable Dr. Macleane 
of the Hague, the well-known translator of 

Mosheim's 
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Mosheim'a ecclesiastical history, .,ith w~m he 
had lived fOf" many years in the most friendly 
mtlmacy. At the kinA request of the Marquis 
of Lansdown,.Dr. Macleane trammitted these 
volumef>.to England; and a. probability having 
since occurred, of his ohtaining anelher copy, 
he has obligingly relinquished them to his Lord. 
ship, by whose liberality I ha...e now the pleasure 
of calling them my own. 

Although these volumes appear to be rather 
the a~u~mcnt of the leisure hou~s of a polite 
sch.Plar, than.the researches of a professed ~
rian, yet they display an acq~a~ltance with the 
transactions of Italy, seldom acq~ired except 
by a native. To a great profi4:iency in the 
literature of that country, Mr. Tenhove united 
an indIsputable &ste in the productions of all 
the fine arts,. and a general knowled~e of the 
state of manners, and the progress of science, in 
every tleriod of society. The ftrtility. of "his 
genim., and the extent of his information, have 
enabled him to intersperse his narrative with a 
"ari'hy o£ interesting digressions, and brilliant 
observations; and the most engaging work that 
has perhaps ever appeared, on a subje~ of 
literary hi;;,tory, is written by a nati~ of one 
country, in the language of anothe~, on the 
affairs of a third. 

Excellent, 
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E~enent, tJowevef, as the work o£ Mr. Ten
hove certainly is, I have not derived from it 
any very ilnportant assatance; which will be 
more readily credited, when ito::' is understood 
that it commences with the history of the family 
of the MecKci in remote antiGuity, and adverting 
to every member of it, of whom any historical 
notices remain, WdS intended to be continued 
down to t'ne present century. The interval of 
time whicl;l I have undertaken to illustrate, 
extending only to the life of an individual who 
died at an e~rly age, rumot consequent!y fOrm a 
SIJiilll portion in a work intender to embrace 

I • such an extent pf time, yet not upon the whole 
more volul11inous than my own. The character 
of Lorenzo is .. indeed finely conceived, and faith. 
fully drawn by Mr. Tenhove; and his accom
plishments are celebrated whh a warmth of 
expressiqn, which proves that tJ:.e author was 
fully sensible of his genius and his merits. But 
it was.not consistent with the plan that he had 
adopted, to enter into those particular inquiries, 
and more minute discussions, which the duty of 
a professed biographer require/). From _ this 
cirC6Jmstance, and the advanced state of my 
wort, I was not induced to rnake any alteration 

• either III its arrangement or in the manner of 
its exec~riou. After having proceeded so far 
in the character of a :;lmplc relater of facts, it 

would 
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would ind,ed ill become me to aim at the-higher 
ornaments of composition. 

Servetur ad imum 
!ff!.Jtalt.r ab 17lcepto proce.uerit. 

Unwilling~ however, to possess such a trea~ 
sure as the volumes in ques~ion, without en
abling my readers to share it with mt in some 
degree~ I have frequently taken occasion, in the 
notes to the second volume, to cite 'the senti
ments -of Mr. Tenhove, on the sueject 6f our 
mutual . i~quiry. I am aware, that by tpis 
conduct I am- inducing a c~parison by ~ 
means favourable to my own pertbrmance; but 
having executed it to the best of !DY ability, I 
have not been led by that consideration to 

suppress any thing.which I thought might tend 
to authenticate ur illustrate my work. The 
motives which kaye encouraged me to p~rsevere 

in this undertaking, amidst numerous avocatioll,$ 
and dut~s, which connect me with society by 
almost every tie, have been a high admiration of 
the cqaracter of Lorerizo de' Medici, the- singu~ 

• lar pleasure which I have oo.joyed in tracing his 
history, and the earnest desire which I feel, :0 
place him in that rank in the estimation-of my 
<;ountrymen, to which he is so eminently 
entitled. 
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FLORENCE has been remarka,ble in modern 
history for the frequency and violence of 

its inlernal dissentions, and for the predilection 
of its inhabitants for every species of science, 
and every production of art. HoweV"~r discord. 
ant tbese characteristics may appear, they are 
not difficult to reconcile: The same active spirit 
that calls forth the talents of individuals for the 
preserVa.,lion of their liberties, and resists with 
unconquerable resolutiofl whatever is supposed 
to infringe them, in the moments of dorftestic 
peace and security seeks with avidity·other ob. 
jects of employment. The defence of freedom 
has always been found to eXPlIld and strengthen 
the tnind; ancf though the facultif.~ of the hu. 

man 
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man race trtay 'iemam torpid for genefations, 

when once roused into actio!l they cannot speed
ily be lulled again into inactivity and rt:pose. 

(} 

Of the ri~e of FI~rence li:tle can be '~Taced 
with certainty, although much research has 
been employed on Jhe subjec[. If we give 
credit to itsehistol'ian Machiavelli', it derives 
its origin from the ancient and venerable city of 
Fiesole, who~c walls yet remain at the distance 
of about thre~ miles from Florence. The, si'

tuar0n, of Fiesole, on the summit of ~ steep 
11111, inclu..:eJ. 'ItS in~labitants, Inany of wnor.1 
wcrl.! early devoted to commerce, to ere(.t habit
ations for the convenience of traffic on toc plain 
below, between.: the river Arno and the foot of 
the mountain. During the coptinuauLt: u[ the 

Roman republic this infant establishment was re
inforced by colonists from Rome. q'he popular 

tradition of the place, countenanced by Landino b 

and 

• lI[,(c. 1,101 fa FJOymfllla,-/ib. il . 

. b (' !:-cd nCll cntlIl::t: canercm primordia gentis ; 

", Noble S) II,Ulum tcmpm in ('lill.e genus: 

" S),IJ.lllum genus Romwa stirpe c(llonos 

" A patllbus nunquam degencras~e SU1S." 
LLI"dwUJ de l.udtbus Co. mit 

'ilP Bandmll SpecImen L/teraturtl! FlortntinlZt 
'l!!1. i. p. 102. 
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and Vvini c, refers this event to the- times of lit: HAP. 

the dictatorship of Sylla, whilst Politiano places I. 

it under the triumvirate of Octavius, Antonius, 
and Lepidu~. 

In the frequent irruptions of -the northern 
nations that subverted the Roman state, Flo
rence followed the fate of ~~ 1 est Qf Italy; but 
about the year 1010 it had acquired some de
gree of strength and independence, which was 
first, exerted in attacking and d(J(llolishing the 

place 

" Syllanus pl.mu~ fugicns aspernm.l. montli. 
" Purgavlt nmtros \I te col(lr~l'> agro~; 

" Atque Arnum recLI, contr,lctIs und'qu~ lymphi~, 
" Oblce Jesrupto compuht Ire VI.l." 

c " 

Land de primordm urblJ. 

Ibul. '11. I. p. 167'. 

Felici Comites Syll.r de marmore temp1um, 
" Mavanl po~uere suo." 

Ugo!znus Verinus de ,I/ustratione Urbu Floren/itt. 

Flor. 1636, lIb. j. p. 9' 

" " Deduxere igitur Flor~ntiam coiomam tl iumviri -U Cajus Cresar qui deinde A~ustus, Marcus Allt~ius, 
" et Marcus Lepidus etiam pontlfex maxiIIfUS." For 
many curious observations and learned conJec~res on the 
origin of FiesoJe a~d Florence. ", Polt/Iani £p. lib. i. 
Ep.z. 

lI3 
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place from whicn it sprung". Fiesole detains 
few traces of its former importance; but its de
lightful situation and pure air still render it an 
agreeable and healthy residence. 

For some centuries previous to the commence
ment of the present history, the government of 
Florence h~ fluc~:ted between an aristocratic 
and a popular form. Ttle discord and animo
sity that arffile from this instability may well be 
conceived. When either of the contending .fac
tions had obtained the ascendency, theCleaders 
of Y soon disagreed in the exercise of the:r 
power; and the \veakcr patty, attachi'lg them
selves to the body of the people, spe;::dily ef
fected a revolution. The frequency of electmg 
their magi~trates, at the s.tmeC' time that it was 
favourable to the preservation of their libtrties, 
fomented- a continual spirit of opposition and 

• " A~t ubI Syllanos fehx concordIa clves 
" Altius eveJ..lt, Fe~ula: venere redacta:' 

rest-nt-

• " Sub Juga, tunc populI crevlt il.lmerosa prop ago • 
• " UI hs llllmlca, potens, y;cmaque mo:mbus ohm 

" Martlgena:, ultenus fines dferre negabat. 
" .Ae: velutl quonda.m vcteres auxere Sabmi 
" Sub TatlO Romam: SIC urbs Fesulana reIwto 
" Vertlce vlclricem tandem mlgravlt in urbem." 

Verimu de ,/luIT,. U,bu Flo,: Itb. i. 
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resentrrwnt. A secret enmity, 'hen in 'he most 
tranquil days of the republic, subsisted among 
the leaders of the different factions, and the 
slightest cir~mstance, whether of a foreign or 
domestV.- nature, was sufltcient to kindle ~he 

latent spark into an open flame. -rhe contests 
between the Gbzbelltnt and the Gue!fi f, and 
between the 131ancbz and tlle_ Nen g. were en-

tered 

r Thi_ distinction began about the twelfth century. 
In the dlssentlOns between the pope and the e~'iPr. 
th~-partuans of the former were ~cnominated Guelphs. 
and thos<;; of the imperIal factIOn Ghibelines; but III 6UC

ceedmg times these appellatIOns com eyed other ide,ls, 
and the name of Guelphs was applied to those who, III 

any popular commotion, e~poused the cause of the peo
pit, \~ hll~t that of G.lIbelmcs became ~ynonymous to the 
optlmates of the Romans, or Aristocrates. Ammirato, 
Without being ;W:Jle to trace the ongin. pathltlcally la
ments the unh.lpPY consequences of tllese dlstmctions to 
his coun"T' lstori(l F,orentma, 'l'. I. p. 55. 13z. l3ut the 
particular circumstances which intlOduced them into 
Florence are related at considerable length by Nerli. 
Commftltartt dc' fatte c;'Vt/, de F'trenze. Augs. I 7z8. p. 2. C5c • 

• 
g For these factions Italy ;"as indebted to the citl of 

Pi<;toia, where a disitgreement took place between etwo 
young men of the family of Cancelheri, one of- whom is 
called by Machiavelli, Geri, and the other, \oore. 111 
this contest Geri received a slight blow from his relation, 
~ho immediately afterwards, at the command of his 

B 4- father 

1 
IH A P., 

J. 



8 

C H A~. 
. I. 

THE LIFE OF 

tered iIft:o by ttJ.e Florentines with an ,.ageme.ss 
beyond that of any other people in Europe.. 
For a great length of time Florence was at con
tinual war with itself; and a nurn."'er of citizens 
under the name of iuorusciti, or refuW'es, tvere 
constantly tmployed in attempting to regain 
their native rel>idence, for whir.:h purpose they 
scrupled not, by aU· possible means, to excite the 
resentment-of ot~er po'\Vers against it. If their 
attempts pr.oved successful, the weaker party 

left 

f'lther Gulielmo, went to the house of BtrtucclO, the 
father of Geri, to apolog'7e for the offence. Eel'tuccio, 
exasper,lted at tpe md,gmty, sClled the young man, and 
with the aSsl~tdnce of two of hIS servant" cruelly cut off 
his-hand on a nunger. ThiS atrocious decd n:m~ed th,. 
resentment ot Guhelmo, who took up arms to revenge 
the mjurt. Canrelheri the common :mcc,lor of the f1.
mily had t\\O WIve;, flom one of wham descend~d the 
line of Gut.elmo, from the other th'lt of BLrtucclO. One 
of these WIHS was named Blanca, whence that~ranch of 
their famIly and theIr adherent, were named Bianchi, and 
their opponents, by Wd.Y of dl~t1nction, obtained the name 
of Neri. The \\ hole city e;poused the P?1"t of one 1r 

other of these factions, :lnd the contagion soon spread to 
FllS,rence, where It received fresh vigour froro the ancient 
dl~sentiors of the Cerchi and the DOfOati. The quarrel 
shortly became tillctured wIth polttical enmity, and the 
:Bianchi were con~idered as Ghibelines, the Neri as 
Gudphs. Mac. hi. F'oJl. Itb. ii. Amm. lit. Fier. 'II. i. 
p. %°4, 
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left the ciW, till they in their 'turb coulcfI expel c If A P. 

J. 
their conquerors. 

These dis~vantages were however amply 
compensat.$!d by the great !Jegree of freedbUl 
enjoyed by the citizens of Florence, ·which had 
the most favourable effects on their character, 
and gave them a decided st!p;rioritt over the 
inhabitants of the rest of Italy. The p()pular 
nature of the government, not c;ubjected to the 

will of an individual, as in many ~f the sur
rounding .states, nor restricted, like that of 
Venlce, to a particular class,. was a consrcmt 
incitement to exertion. Nor was it only on the 
great body of [he people that the good effects 
of this system were apparent; even those who 
claimed the privileges of ancestry felt the ad
vantages of a riva'~hip, which prevented their 
sinking into indolence, and called upon tJ1em to 
support by th~ir own talents the rank and in
fluence Fhich they had derived from those of 
their ancestors. Where the business of govern
ment is confined to a few; the faculties of the 
many~eco!ne torpid for wilnt of exercise; but 
in Florence, every citizen was conversant with, 
and might hope, at least, to partake in ,he go
vernment; and hence was deri~ed that ftPirit of 
industry, which in the pursuit of wealth, and 

the extension of commerce, was, amia~t all their 
intestine 
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intestine broilt>, so conspicuous, and ~o success. 
ful h. The fatigues of public life, and the 
cares of mercantile avocations, were alleviated 
at times by the study of literatu~ or the specu
lations of philosophy. A rational and dignified 
employme;t engaged those moments of leisure 
not necessarily devoted to more important con
cerns, a~ the .m~nd was relaxed without being 
debilitated, and amused without being depraved. 
The superiority which the }<'lorentines thus ac. 
quired wac;.universally acknowledged, and they 
became the historians, the poets, tte orators, 
ana the preceptOis of Europe. 

The 

II The beneficial effects of their government were not 
llnob~erved by the Florentines, a~d are well adverted tu 
by Veril1l. 

--Semperque ahquid novitatis in urhe e~t 
Stat tamen mcolumls majestas pubhca; causa est 
Prreclans quoniam ingenll~ Florentla favlt, l 

Festmosque hbens virtuti lmpendlt honores. 
Ex quo SI lingu;e vil;eque industria rn,'jor 
Concessa est cuiquam, nostram demigrat in urben' ; 
Ut magis el11teat virtJt; ubi prrem1a pronlpta: ~ 

JEquarique sibi fert regre prlsca colonos 
~obIiltas, oriturque trucis discordia belli; 
Fitqrle minor census, patriulOniaque hausta tributis, 
Reddbnl attonitum qui stemmate fulgtt avito. 
Contra autem solers et cedere nescius, instat 
Fortunat. summosque animo mo~itur honores. 

I"tr. de iliUlI. U,,6. /~. iii. 



LORENZO DE' MEDICI! II 

The family of the Medici had £efr many·ages cHI p. 

been esteemed one of the most considerable in 1. 

the republic; nor have there been wanting au
thors who hav~ derived its eminence from the 
age of Cierlemagne: but it Iffiu&t be remem
bered, that these genealogies have been the pro
duction of subsequent times, when the elevation 
of this family to the supreme <!OIpmanrJ in Flo
rence, made it necessary to impress on the 
winds of the people an idea of its antiquity and 
respectability'. It appears however .from au-

thentic 

1 In a M.S. of the RIccardi lIbrary at Florence, of 
which 1 have obtamtd an ample extract, intitled "Ori. 
glne e descendwz,a della casa de' MedICi," the orlgm of the 
famIly greatness IS romantically referred to Averardo de' 
Med CI, a commander under Charlemagne, who, for his 
valour in de&tro} lllg the· eigantIc plunderer Mugdlo, by 
whom the SUfi oundmg country was laid waste, was ho· 
noured with the p~vilege of bealing for his a;ms six 
palle, ::>r balls, as charactem,tic of the Iron balls that hung 
from the m,ft:e of Ius fierce antagomst, the Impression of 
which remained on IllS shield. Venm had before this 
accounted for the family name and arms by another he
redIt,lI y t~Ie. 

Est qui Bebryaca Medices teste'tur ab urbe 
Venisse; et Toscam sobolem deles,e supelbam 
Asserat: hmc Medici, meruit cognomen haber. 
~od Medicus Tosci fuecit, sic ore venenum 
DIXerunt patrio: factiqlle insignia purtet 
Sl!uis in globulis fi"ventern salltiuine peltam. 

ITer. de i//us!. Urbit, lib. iii. 
It 

Family of 
Medtcl. 
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c It- A P. thenPic monbments, that many iDilividuals of 
I. this family had signalized themselves on im

portant occasions. Giovanni de' Medici k in 
the year I2 51, with a body of .n.ly one hundred 
Florentines, for(!~d his way throll'~~ the Mi
lanese ar~y, then besieging the fortress of Scar
peria, and entered the place with the 105s of 
twenty ijves. 

Salvestro 
dc' MLdlci. 

Sa]vestro de'Medici acquired great reputation 
by his temperate, but firm resistance of the ty
ranny of the nobles I, who, in ordtr to secure 
tneir power, ar:cused those who opposed them 
of being attached to the party of the Ghibelincs, 
then in great odium at Florence. The persons 
so accused were said to be admonished, ammo
niti, and by that act wer:; excluded from all 
offices of government. This custom was at 
Jengrtl carried to such an extreme, as to become 
insufferable. In the year 1379, Salvestro, being 

chosen 

It required some, mgemuty to inv,}li~ate s~ strong .i. 

,!lresumptlOn of the ancient family professIOn, as anS':5 
horn the name of MedICi, and the six ptlls borne as thei\' 
device. 

k \" I 1:" • .£lmm. st. J:'lor. I. 531. 

1 Razzl 'Vita tit Sal~estrQ de' M,di.i. Flor. JS80. 
r • 

Amm. /st. FlOr. Ii. 716, 717. 
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chosen chief magis!rate, exerted liis power in 
reforming this abuse; which was not however 
effected without a violent commotion, in which 
several of t.he n~bility lost their lives. After 
the death <JfII'Salvestro, his son, ·Veri de' Medici, • 
continued to hold a high rank in the republic, 
and, like the rest of this family~ was always in 
great favour with the popnlace. 

The persol", however, who may be said to 
have laid the foundation of that greatMss which 
his posterity~njoyed for several ages, was Gio
vann~ fte' Medici; the great granftather of Lo
renzo, the subject of our present history m 

By a strict attention to commerce, he acquired 
immense wealth; by his affability, m~dcration, 
and liberality, he e~ured the confidence and 
esteem of his fellow-citi7.ens. Without see~ng 
after the offices .,f the republic, he was -ho
noured with them all. The maxims, which, 
uniformly ~rsued, raised the house of Medici 

to 

m Giovanni nacque nel 1360, ebbe per moglle Pic
c,lrda dl Nannmo di OdoarJo Buen ncl 1386. Fu !>rin
CIP" nella republica FlOrentma, Amb,,~cl.ltore <1.1 P~<1., a 

.Ladlslao, e a Venegla Morl Jl dl 20 11 rtbr.1Jo del 
J428. Origine e descendenoza, MS. 
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c ( 
C HAP. to the splendor which it a:terwards '!njoyed~ are 

1. , to be found in the char,;e given by this vene
rable old man on his death-bed to his two sons, 
Cosmo and Lorenzo n; "T- fiel," said he, 
" that I.have li'lft:d the tim'! prcscrrtM: me. 1 die 
content; leaVing you, my son r, In ajJluence and in 

health, and III .such a station, that whzlst you 

follow "lY example, you may lIVe In your native 
place, honoured and rf'spccted. Notblng affords 
tne more pleasure, than tbe riflection that my con
duct hat ~ot gl'vcn o.ffcnce to anyone,' but that, 
on the contrary, I have endeavourecfC to serve all 

, . '\., 
persons to the l~st oj my ab,ittles: I adviJ6 you tr; 
do the same. TTttb respect to the bOlZ()UrS of the 

state, if yo.u would live WIth security, accept only 
such as {Ire bestowed on you by the laws, and the 
favour 0/ your jellow-cttizrpzs ; jar It is the ex
ercise of that power which is obtamed by VIOlence, 
andnot oj that which IS volunt~ily gzven, that oc
casions hatred and contentIOn." He died in the 
year 1428, leaving two sons, Cosnfo, born in 
the year 1389, and Lorenzo in 1394 0

, from 
the latter of whom is derived tqe collateral 
branch of the family, that in the' beginning of 

~he 

Mac. lit. Fior.lib. v. o Origine e de.rcendenza, M.S. 
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the sjxteer»h century obtained the absolute so .. C HAP. 

v~reignty of Tuscany p. I. 

Even in the -tife.time of his father, Cosmo 
had engaJ,a himself deeply,· not only in the 
extensive commerce by which the family had 
acquired its wealth, but in the weightier con-.. . 
cerns of government. Such was hIS .uthonty 
and reputation, that in the year 14 J 4, when 

Balthasar 

Cosmo dc" 
Medici. 

P At the instance of the two bwhers. DonateUo. 
the ~ct~lptot erected a monument to t!'e memory of their 
father Giovanm dc' Medici, and their mother Picarda, 
\,hl(11 yet remains in the church of S. Lorenzo at Flo
rence; on one side of which IS the following mSCl'iption : 

" Si merita in patri,lm, si glorIa, sangui~, et omni 
" L,lrg,l mdnu" nlgr4 libera morte forent, 

.. Vlveret hen! patria: casta cum conjuge fehy,. 
" Auxlhum mr~CI is, portus et aura SUIS, 

" Omnia ~cd quando superantur morte, Johannes 
" Hoc~~lUsolco. tuque pzcarda. jaces : 

" Ergo senex mccret, juvenis, puer, omnis et ztasf 
4C Orba parente suo patria mcesta gemit." 

On the' o"ther side: 

" Cosmus et Laurentius de' Medicis, viro clarissjm~ 
" Johanni A verardi filio et Piccardre Adovardi fihz ca
., rissimis parentibus hoc sepulcrum faciendum cu;arunt. 
" Obiit autem Johannes x. Kal. Martilo MCCCc!XVIll. 

" Piccarda vero XIII. Kal. Maii quinqoennkl post e vita 
" migravit." 
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q.19'\ and .0: was supposed, that thee Medici c" A P. 

at his death' possessed themselves of immense 1 

riches, which he had acquired during his pon
tificate '. This notion was afterwards enwu
raged, • malevolent pUf}iOSes, by those wq.o 
well knew its fal~ellOod. S. The true source of 
the wealth of the Medici, was their superior 
talents and application to co~merce. The pro-

perty 

q Amm.lst. Fior. :z. 98, • 

• " 81 cre.de che Cosmo de' redici, del dallam ill 
" Baldassare acerescesSe in modo Ie sUe facoha che ft1 
" poi tenuro 11 plll neco cittadm{) di FIOrenza, anzi clte 
" III ItaJia, e fuori d'Itakl. fosse." PJU.tifla 2tl <vita di 
Martino V. But this tale is confuted by AJ1Imirato, 
11'110 has cited the tfjtament of Balthasar, by which It 

appear~ that he was doul.tfnl whether hIS propel ty would 
extend to pay ~ legaeie~ he had bequeatllLJ. _ To the 
,Ut.\.!" of St. Jqhn'the l34ptist he gave a .finger (1 that saiflt. 
wluch he ~::td lcmg earned secretly about hi\ persOn. 

Amm. 1st. Fior. 2. IOf7. 

Th(' malice and virulence qf Fdelfo led hIm to 
aCCUse ~edici of having poi~oned Baltha"sat, in order 
to obtain possession of lll~ property; bllt this is suffi. 
ciently rtlfuted b~ the ·'Slightest acquaintance with fne 
characters of t~e acettset; and the accu~ed, to iatnothing 
of the irrcfrag3.bI~ t;t;~unont of 'Balthasar's win ~bove 
referred to', of whic)"G~va.nni de' Mc.,dici 'W.\lS o\e otthe 
trustees. 

VO!.. I. 
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C HAP. petty ot the cardinal was scarcely sUlRicient to 
discharge his legacies and his debts. 

Influence of 
th( MedIcI 

In Flolencc. 

After the death of Giovanni de' Medici, 
Cosmo supported lnd increased the iLuly dig
nity. His conduct was uniformly marked by 
urbanity and kindness to the superior ranks of 
his fellow--citizens; and by a constant attention 
to the interests and the wants of the lower dass, 
whom he relieved with unbounded genero~iti' 
By these mnns he acqum:d numerous and zeal· 
ous partizans, of every denomination«; but be 
rather consideret\, them as pledges for the ~Oll
tinuance of tht' power he possessed) than a,~ 

instruments to be employed in extending it to 
the ruin and subjugation of the state. "No 
"jmmly," says Voltaire, " ever obtained Its 

• 
" pow~ r by so JUi! .z title t. n 

The authority which Cosmo and his dest:end
ants exerci~ed in Florence during the I,ufteenth 
century, was of ~ very peculiar nature; and 
consisted rather in a tacit influence on their 
part, and a \rolunrary acquiescence <,:,u mat of 
the people, than in any prescribed or definite 
compact between them. The form of govern. 

ment 
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ment wa~ ostensibly a republic, :ftld was directed 
by a council of ten dtizens, and a chief excell-

o tive officer called the Confaloniere, or standard 
bearer, who \Was chosen every two months. 
Under tbl- establishment th. citizens imagined 
they enjoyed the full exercise of their liberties; 
but such was the power of the Medid, that they 
generally either assumed to t'hemb'elves the first 
offices of the state, or nominated su~h persons 
as they d!Ought proper to those employments. 
In this, however, they paid great ff'fpect tf) po
pular ophlion. That oppoioition of interests so 
gCll;rally apparent between th~eople and thew 
rulers, was at this time scarcely perceived at 
Horence, where superior qualifications anJ in
dustry were the surest recommcnda:tions to pub-

> 
lie authority and favour. Convinced of the 
benefits constantly· received from this family, 
and satisfied that they could at any time; with. 

" . dlaw themselves from a connexion that exacted 
no engaw:ments, and required only a temporary 
acquiescen{;e, the Florentines considered the 
Medici as the fathers, and not as th.tulers of 
the re~. "On the other hand, the chiefs of 
this house, by appearing rather to decline th'¥l 
to court the hlnours bestowed on them, ru3d 
by a singular moderation in the use or them 
when obtained, ~ere. careful tl) maint~n the 
character of &impJe citizens of Florence, and 

servants 

1..9. 

c ~ A P. 
1. 
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servant\ of tJ.~ state. An intetcha~e of re
ciprocal gooj offices was the {)1l1y tie by which 
the :Florentincs and the Medici were bound, 
and perhaps the long continuance of this con
nexion may be attributed to the '1' .... circum
st.lfice of iH being in the power (1f either of the 
parties, at any time, to have dissolved it. 

Cos"," But the pruden,c and moderafon of Cosmo, 
~tI71tl an.J 1 1 h h d h . 1 h' d' t lOUg 1 t ey soot e. t e Jea 0 1]S appre enSIODS UIlpd)one • 

of the Florfitl1tines~ cot'ld not at all time, repress 
the ambitious dt.~i~m (;i those who i\':i"hed to 

_____ Voss\.-ss or to sl1\jie his authority. In the lear 
'4.3 1:1-33 U Rmaldo (It.' l\lbizi, at the head of a 

---~ pm' erful partv, c.lrrieci the appointment of the 
magistlaC). ' At that time Cosmo had wjth~ 

dr..twn to his seat at Mllgello, where he had 
remained some month&, in corder to avoid dIe 
di::.turbanecs that he saw were likely t~ ensue v ; 

bUL 

" 
u Amm. fr/. FIOt', 2. Jo88. 

v For some time before th~ dose of the u~~renturYJ 
it bcc.une a custom .unong,t the chiefs of"this famIly. 
tll-leep pri-vate memoflah of tbe circum:st:U1te.') attLnding 
ir: These memoruls, or Rlcordi,: ~ begun by Fihg~ 
no de' Medici, who in the year l37J ~red, In a book 
yet etfa-t, ,lIld intitled " Noltz" ddJa jdm.i;#ltJ de' .1J1edlci," 
some informatlon re~pecting Its wealch. popUlation. and 
respectabilIty. (AppendiX, No. I.) Co~mo continued 

the 
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but tit th&request of his friends ~e returned to 
Florence, where he was led to expect that an 
'union of the different partit.3 would be effected, 
so as to ~reserve the peace of the city. In this 
expectat~ he was howevepdisappointed. No 
:,oonet did he make his appearance ill the pa
lace, whire his presence had been requested, 
on pretence of his being int~ndt:d to share in 
the administration of the republic, than he was 
beized up<Jn oy his adversaries, and ("omrnitted 
to the cmtody of Federigo Malavo\ti.· He re. 
mained ia tlh situation for several days, in 
comtant apprehension of SOlV;! violence being 
offered to hiq person; but he still more dreaded 
that the malice of ,his enemies might attempt 

his life by poison. During tour UJ) s, a small 
portion of bread wa::. the on} y food which he 

<t 
thought proper to take. 

C HAP. 
I. 

The generosity of his keeper at length red Is banlshtcl 

lieved hill from this state of anxiety. In order to Padua. 

to 

----...-- ---~-~--
the pr.lCtice. a:\).~ in particular h')<; left a very nlin~e 
account of the circumstances attcndmg his bani~hmtllt 
and retUrn, WhlCh greatly cliff,em, in mdDY ftspel!ts from 
the narr atlVC of M.!chiavelli. (Append/IC, No. II'; The 
Ric:ordi of L;;r~r:.z() alse rema.in. and afford much indi$. 
put.able infvrJlUi.tiQn on the principal ev(!nts of his life. 

c,3 
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to in/uee hhlf to take hi!. food with oonfidencet 

Malavolti partook of it with him".' In the 
mean time, his brother Lorenzo, and his cousin 
Averardo, having raised a cons.iderable body of 
men from Roma~na and other tl~bouring 
parts, 8¥d being joined by Niccolo Tolentino, 
the commander of the troops of the republic, 
approach~d towar'ds Florence to hi~ relief; but 
the apprehensions that in case the} resorted to 
open violencf', the life of Cosmo mighr be ell
dangered, induced tlWOl to abandon their enter· 
prise.t At length Rmaldo and his .. adhetents 
<{>btained a decr~ of the m,'gistra,y agaimt the 
Medici and their friends, by ~ hich Cosmo was 
banished to Padua for teq ) tal~, Lorenzo to 

Venice for five' years, and several of their re. 
lations and adherents were involved ill a simil.u 

punish .. 

--~-------------------~~ 

w TJv; addrc,o of Mdlavolt: t f) Co nJn 011 t~ ('Iccasion, 
as rdated hy MJ.cluavellt, u. Lull of l.mdpess and huma
nity. "Tu dubltl CO~lmo di non essere avvelel1,~to, et 
" f.!1 te manrt' eli fame, e poco honare 4 mt''''''-.Iiredendo 
U ch'lO vo]er,sl tener Ie m.mi afUnR similr-f.ccleratea;a. 
'II 10 non cfuJi the tu habhi a perdere 1,1. vita, tanl i amici 

« 
., hal m IMJ.tgio, et fnort, ma quando pure d.ve~si a per~ 
" dell;, VIV\ ~icuro che plgharanlllQ altri Inod; ch~ usa. 
" me, 'Vcr mmistro it tOltClJ.; perche io UOiIl voglio brul~ 
" talml It mani lie! sangue d'.tlcuno, e mas~ime del tuo 
U the uU-Q mi otfendesti mai," &c', . 

lilac. lit. Fior. Ii/;. iv. 
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puniahmeg.t. Cosmo would giaJ'y have ieft the C lldA P. 

city pursuant to his sentence, but his enemies I. 

thought it more advisable io retain him till they 
had e'ltablished their authority; and they fre
quently f~ve him to understand that if his 
friends raised any opposition to their measures, 
his life should answer it. He also sUllpected 
that another reason for his.J detention was to 
ruin him in his credit and circumstances; his. 
mercantile concerns being then greatly ex
tended. As soon as these distufQanccs were 
known, several of the states of Italy interfered 
in ijis behalf. Three ambassa;).)n. arrived frolA 
Venice, who propo&ed to t.ake him under their 
protection, and to engage that he should strictly 
submit to the Sentence imposed on him. The 
Marquis of Ferrara ah.o gave a similar ploof of 
his attachment. '1'hough theil interpo&ition was 
not immediately liUccessfuJ, it was of great im-, 
porlance to Cosmo, and secured him from the 
attemptr.l of those who aimed at his life. After 
a confinement of neelr a month, !some of his 
Iriends, finding in hi:> ad, ersaries a disposition 
to gelihei" m('a~ures, took occel~ion to fOlward 
his cause by the timely applkation of a sum.of 
money to .:Bernardo Guadagm the Gonfaloniete, 
and to Mllriotto Baldovinetti, two of d:e crea .. 
tures of Rina~da. This mea:-.ure was successful. 
He was ptivately taken from his confinement 

c 4 by 
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by night, an! ted out of Florence. For this 
piece of service Guadagni received one thousand 
Horins, and Baldovinetti eight hundred. "They 
were poor souls," says CObmo in his Ricordi, 
" for if 1110ney hatJ been their ()bJect~~cy nllght 
have had ten thousand, or more, to ha'Vt freed 1M 

from the pertls of such a Jttuatlon x.Jl 

From Florenee, C'OSn10 proceeded imme. 
diately towards Venice, and at ellery place 
through wq.ich he pa:;,st>d, experienced the mmt 
flattering attention, and the. wannest e~pres' ions 
6f regald. 011l. bis approach to that city. he 

was 

" MdChi H dlt dscllbe~ the liber,!tIon of Co-lUo to the 
111tcrfcl cnee ,1I1d ,IS,l',t,tn(e of F~rp;ol1acclO, a buffoon, 

\\ ho W,(S d.dnllttt'd by Malavolll to '!~[t Co~mo dllring hl~ 
confinemLl1t, and "" ,(5 cl"1plo} eel by h/!U III llegotl,ltmg 
with the clllefs of the oppmltc fM LWIO_fur hiS ddlv~ranc(.. 

V'l 11l.11> h.t. ornamenttd the same story, ac("orli:ing to Jus 
manner, '\11th an mfilllle number of P4rtICU},us. To 
judge from hiS Ud.lntlVe, lhl; dl't.hor might ndt only have 
heen a contemporary, but mtrusted wIth th~ ~ecrel 
tranbdctions of the negotl4tlOn, and the confidant of the 
:m< ot pnvate thoughts of the Pdltle~ cOlll.crned. Yar. 
M,,'m de Flor. p. 9, &.... In the lld-rratrve that I JMl'e 
given (have thought proper to discard these Jllb,ous 
account~ .md to adhere to the authentic relation of Cosmo 
himself; ",hI) adverts to no huep circumstance, hut on the 
COlltr::try eX,i>ref.Jy 5t lLes by \\ bo~e ~l>lSt.u1ce the money 
Wa5 paid. 'lI. RICard; dt Cosmo ttl App, 
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was met hy his brother Lorenzo~ and ntany of eft" A P. 

his friends, and was received by the senate with I. 

tuch honours;, as are bestowtd by that stately 
repubhc, onlY' on persons of the "highest quality 
and djst~ntion. After a 800rt stay there, he 
went to Padua, the place prescribed for his 
banishment; but on an application to the flo
rentine state, by Andrea Ddhato the Venetian 
ambaSSaQ6r ~ he was permitted to reside on any 
part of, the Venetian territories, but not to 
app&ch within the distance of one hundreq 
and seve~y miles {rom Florence. The affec
tionate reception which he l:f;1 met with a;:. . ~ 

Venice induced him to fix his abode there, until 
a change of circumstances fhould restore him to 
his native country~ 

Amongst the slveral learned and ingenious 
men that accotn~);:mied Cosmo in his bani~l\Tnent, 
or resorted to him during his stay at Venice, 
was Milhellozzo Michellozzi, a Florentine 
sculptor and architea, whom' Cosmo employed 
in making models and drawings of the most 
remarlr ..... ~! 1. buildings in Venice, and alfo in 
forming a library in the Ulonaftery of S,. 
George Y, which lIe enriched with many valfI-

able 

, V:lNati Pite Jt:' PIf1Q";, 'In!. i. p. 339' EJ, FbJr. 1568. 
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able ltanuscr~ts, and left as an laonourable 
monument of his gratitude, to a pla:e that had 
afforded him so kind an asylum in his adver~ 
fity =. 

During his refidence at Venice, Cosmo also 
received fr~uent vifits from AmlJrogio Traver,. 
sari, a learned ~onk of Camaldoli near Flo
rence " and afterwards superior of the mnnas~ 

tery 
« 

'" This library ~i'ited till the year 1614, "hell in con
sequence of the mO~~l'>tefY bdl1g rebllllt, it Was dellroyed, 
and the book& it contdil1ed are fuppofed 10 have perJlheo. 

Tlral.)lchl, Stnria della Letleratura Italiana, 
·vol. vi. parte i. p. 102. 

II Ambrogio wa~ born in I ~R.?, and wns a native of 
F 01h, but is u<;uJ.lly rankt:J .unongst the l;.minenl men of 
l'lorcn;;t:, "hert: hI! W<l.~ educdted, and where he princi_ 
pally ftS1Ue,l. "In Flrenze ben,] fu J'duc;,.to Amhrogio: 
" In Flren/e YCblll' abito monacalc : In Flren 2'e ripos.mo 
" Ie 'ue OSS 1; e p;:ro in tal qU1.1 modn puo"Fiorentmo 
"a.'pellant." UIIO, Dzs.rerti1~i(jtll VOSJll1ne, <(Jot. 1. p. 7)
So CCimplete was hi, kno,"lt:dge of the Gr<!ek l.mguage, 
tll'lt in thE coane:! of Florence he actt:d ~erpreter 
between the Italians and the Greeks. HIS translation of 
IJi'1genes Laertim; inscrIbed by him to Cosmo de' Me
dici, .qd first printed at Venice, by Nicoias Jen[on, in 
147 St has been [evel.u time~ reprinted. Traverurt has 
had th~ good fortune to meet with a biographer and 
annotator ill the leamed Mehu~. who has done justice to 
the subJe~, and made his life and writin~$ the vthide 

of 
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tery at t\at place. Though caiefly cdnfined C HAl'. 

within the limits of a cloister, Traversari had, I. 

perhaps, the best pretensions to the character of 
a polite sc,holar of any man of that agl:. From 
the letter!l:.~f Traversari, nO'7J extant, we learn 
that Cosmo and his brother not only bore their 
misfortunes With' firmnefs, but continued to 
express on every oec:lhion an'inviolable attach. 
ment to their native place b. 

The readiness vlith which COSDlt1 had given 
way to t~te temporary clamour raised again~t 

hup~ and the reluctance he ha,'/Shewn tG rene,,,' 
those bloody renc.ounter:> that hdd fo often 
cli"graced the strC"ets of florence, gained him 
new friends. The utmuft t.,xel lions of hi~ anta
gonifh ('mId not long prevent tll.:: choice of weh 
magistrates as were'l..no\>n to be attached to the 
cause of the ¥edici; and no sooner diq they 

enter 

of much curious and useful InformatIOn It is only to 
be regrc.,~_} ,that this extemIve J.nd valuable wOl1.. IS not 
better arranged. .dmh. rra'llersam Lat. Ep, &c. z 'Vol.fo. 
F/or, 1159' 

l> .. Co~mus et IJaurentlUs, frat Tt s, yin amie\ssiroi, 
" valent optime I magnaque const,,"ltl.l mimi f~unt ca
" lamitaleI.'l suam, et, lluod fu~ m~u~ I.lH, co adfectu ill 
H patr~am sUuL ut iIlam majme constantia quam anted. 
(t dil:igJ.ut," &c. Trav, Ft. Is/!. VIii. Sp.53' • 

('osmo I. 
rCC1Jltd 
flOrll ba
I1I.hn.mt. 
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enter on the' e:x.ecution of their oQice, than 
Cosmo and his brother were recalled, and 
Rinaldo, with his adherents, were tompelled t~ 
quit the city. This event took plue about the 
expiration of twek:e months frolll ... time of 
Cosmo's banishment c. 

From this time the life of Cosmo de' Medici 
was an almost uninterrupted serit:~ of prosperity. 
The tranquillity enjoyed by the republic, and the 
satisfaction. and peace of mind which he expe
rienced in the esteem and confidell'Ce of his 
fellow-citizens, ~1abh:d him to indulge his Q,1.tu
ral propensity to the promotion of ~cience, and 
the encouragement of learned men. The study 
of the Greek language had been introduced into 
Italy, principally by the exertions of the cele-

brated 

-' 

" The attachment of the popul.rce to thf.. Medici i, 
stll~ ingly dt:~('t1l;t:d by POggIO. ''It<tque inrucLt popult 
" (.011ClOne, quanta J,lacntatc, Pli bont, qU"lnta l\ultJ.
" tlOnt', quanto gaudIO, quanto ~tlldi(), eti u~inhrrr>Ol urn 
.. concurS1l5 est ad Palatmrn fd.uus, OffillJUm a,tatum, 
".OrclIUUm, nationum I Nemo non ;OlllUl ch Lt'1. be, sed 
u he lwmmem qmdem .lrbltrabatur, qui non klll<. causa: 
.. mtc!t.,,~et, qUI non manu, voce, vultllS denique ac 
C( gestuW' ~ignificatione f.iVeret. E:l(lstimabant onme<; non 

" de tua, ~ed de publica falute agi, non de prh'at<t uniug 
&C donlO, ~ed de COmnlUIU OIUDlUm causa certall." 

P{Jggtt Ep. 340' Ed. JJaH/. 1538. 
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bratt';d BOC1:tccio \ towards the latier part of the 
T:receding century, but on the de~ of that great 
promoter of letters it "again feU into neglect. 
After a short interval, another attempt wa-s made 
to revive i~~Gf the intervention .of Emanuel Chry .. 
salotas, a noble Gre~k, who, during, ~ .interval 
of his important errtbassies~ taught that language 
at Florence and other dries at' Italy, about the 
beginning of the fifteenth century. His difciples 
were numerous and respectable. Amongst 
others of no inconfiderable note, were...Ambtogio 
Traversari} Leonardo Bruni e, Carlo Marsup~ 

pini, 

d Boccaccio is not only entitled to the honour of ltav. 
ing introduced into It.!ly the study of the Greek lan
guage. but of having ~reserved and rC5tored wh:tt con
stitutes its greatrst glory-The Writlll!!;S of Homer
Tlms ]le boa!>ts of his merlWrIOUo Id.bours: "Fui cruidem 
.. ipse insuper, ~i primu!> meis sumptibus Homeri 
" 'lbros, et alio~ quo~(!am gt<£COb in Hetrurlam revo
" ('.lVI, ex yu,\ multis ante socculis ablerant, non r"dltnri. 
" Nee 11l :B.etruri.m tantum sed in patriam d,dnxl." 

Bocc. Gcnea/f)gia Deorum, rw.xv. cap. 7- Ed. I4SI. 

" The life of this eminent fcholar and prorp.oter of 
science is prefh'ed to his EpijMee, publdhed by Mehus ~ 
2 'l)o[s. 8'(10. Flor. f74I.-Many particulars mat,;llfo te 
found in the iJIII"t. Poss. of ZC'I(). He was'l)Orn at 
.t\rezzo m 137b~ U dI: honestis quidem ~ed non ad..nodum 
" geuerosis parccttbut" For several yeat'S he w.ts one 
of the /ieCretatfes of the Roman court, but afterwards 

fil>cd 

'C HAP. 
J 

Leona! '[0 

and Cailo 
AI~tIllO. 



C HAP. pini i, the two latter of whom w.re natives 
I. of Arezzo, W'bent:e they took the name of 

Aretino, 

fixed hi~ reJi4e.nce at F1()r~,nce. whert h~ held an office 
which, had hE:,p. lon.& enJoyed only by men of ule firft elta
ra~llt {('It learning aid abihtie~, that of secretary to the 
repUblic. B~s hIstory of florence, writtt .. n in Latin, wa5 
tran"l,lted into ltahan by Donato Au;iaJuoli, and pub
Ii<hed m Venice 1+70. Flor. 1492. A conSiderable nttm· 
ber of hi, w(}rl~ yet remam In MS. am(jng~t which are 
man) tlan~l:tti()m fr'lID the G;:,cek. His Latin .rclusla
t1011 (If t1e EIJlllJe'> of FlalO iJ> 1.>scribed Jj Cosmo Je' 
-:Medl~;, and .tS tl\,dcdlc'tton is lllulh'ltive of hi ... cha.~ 
racter, and ht!h not 111lherto been pruned, I ihall give j~ 
in tJIC Appendh, from a MS. copy of the fifteenth I'en~ 
tury. (Appendix, No llI.) 

f C trIo M.lrSUpPllli the cider succeeded 1m (:ountr:r' 
nun Le011<lrJo .Brum in the o*ce of secretary to the 
republIc of rJ01<.nce. Whilst he. held this employment, 
a ClrCU"'n~tan<;:e occurred III fome ueO'ree unfavourable to 
hPi j eputatJon ,1<' ,I ,cholar, On lhe ~lperOl'5 arriv<ll at 

Florence, it W,15 the oiIict'.. of C,lrlo to aduJ(;:ss him IU a . ;. 
La-m or,lt-un, v hlth he required two d'l)''> to prepare, 
and by wlllch lle obt'lined no sm .. dl bIt Ire of appl 'lbe: 

hut 1Enea..~ SyivlUs, the fecrer"lIY to the emperor, and 
who .ifterwards became Pope Piu, the II. ~g replied 
In the name of the emp(.ror, arld made some rcquifitiOll~ 
t~he r~orentlnes that demanded an exu'mpore answer, 
Carlo Tl!lqucsted time to prepare .himself, and ccw.ld not 
be indu,ted to proceed. The interVIew WaS therefore cou· 
eluded by GianoZLo M.metti, '\hO, by t}{e specimen se 
gave of hiS talents on 4:h15 oc{'.lsion, rose to great reputa
tion amongst his countrymen. 

We 
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Aretina, PilggiO Bracciolini, Guartno Vercinese, 
and Francesco Ydelfo7 who, after the death of 
Chrysoloras, in 1415, strenuously vied with 
each other in the support of Grecian literature, 
and were ,Jaecessful enough ..10 keep the flame 
alive till it rlroeived new aid from ~her learned 
Greeks, who were driven from CoUftantinople 
by the dread of the Turks, or oy the tOtal over
throw of the eastern emPie. To these illus
trious foreigners, as well as to tholle eminent 
Italians, who shortly became their ,successful 
rivals, eve, in the knowledge of their national 
histo~y and language, Cosmo a~Jrded the most 

liberal 

We need lNt lw;itat!!' in alll'ihuling thi, event rather 
to an ul.Ltimdy dtffidenc" .. than to any want of talents in 
Carlo, as may be judged, 110t only from the numerouS 
suffrages of hi. countrymen, but from hl~ ow!! ",>r)rks. 
~ome vf wlJlch yc.t ltrn n e, although f.:w h.(\'':: uudcl'goue 
th ... pref,. He is ho", ever improperly placed by Vo.r.riul 
amongst thelwriter~ of history, as Apostolo Zmo hitS fully 
fue\' n. Tlle nUlllerOtt~ errors of the Oltramontani in 
treJ. mg OIl the LiterAti of Italy ought to operatc. as 
a perpetnal .... iUtiOlJ to those who tallow them in so 
h:ll;;l.ldous 3. trJ.ck. Of hi, poetry. the only pice.: that 
has been printed is a translation of the Ilatrachom,'= 
omachi:t of Bomer, first puolished at Parma in. 1+9Z. 
:md after"''1rd~ lilt florence by Bern\>"'do 'Zucchctti J,S'U, 
with thir. diliich in tli'e fld,Ye of a title: • 

" Accipe Mre:mio ca:u.tatas carmine ranas, 
" El frontem l1ugis sotvere disce mCI~." 

I 

31 
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C HAP. liperal ptotel.ti~ antI support. Of this the 
I. '" numerous prqjuq,ipns inscri~ to hil> name, or 

devoted to his praise, are an ample testimony·['". 
In some of these he is commended for hi .. 
attachm~t to hil coun\r~, his libr'ality to his 
friends, h~" ,Pe~voleucf. to .aU. ~,e if denomi
,paled the¢otettol' .of the needy,' the refuge off 
the oppressed, t~ c()nst~nt patron and support 
of learned men. ," rou have shewn," fays 
Poggio h, "such h,J,zamty and mfJderatu)Jl in dh
pensing th~ gifts of flrtuM, that they seem to have 
heen rather the reward of your 'virtuec and ments, 
than conceded l. htlr bou1dy. Dc'uoteJ to the study 
of letters from your ear~'; years, you have by YOUt 

example gi'".Jtn additional splendor to SCIence ittelf. 
Iflthough inv()/'L'ed ttl the weightter (oneerns cf 
state, end unable to devote a grtat part of your 
time to books, yet you ha'i.'e }.JUlld a constant satii-
facttOIl in the society of those learned men who have 
a/wiljS frequCIlted your houic." In enumerating 

the 

g To Co:;mo de' Mcd,u Al gylOp)lm adJre~scd 1m 
tramlJ.tion of sever tl t! act!> of Anllotle ; l.';po C,dle1h
onchio, hi!. 1& of Thenmtoc!(., from Plutarch; .wd Bene
L<!lto Accolti, his d .. dogue "de VillS IUustnblls." A 
great· number of oth~r learned works, 1ll$M'lbed to 
Co~m0, remain in the L.mrenttJ.n Hbr,uy. and are p..tr
ticularly cited ill the catalogue. of Banuini. 

Flar. 1774. &c. 

It PoSsu opera, p.312. Ed. Bqfil. Ina., 
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the ment of eminence that distibguished the city C H .\ P. 

of Florence, Flavia Blando adverts in the first __ 1_._ 

instance to Cosmo de' Medici 1. ".A citizen, 
who, whilst he excels in wealth every other citizen 
of Eur~; is rendered much 'more illustrious by hIS 
prudence, his humanity, his Merality. and what is 
more to our present purpose, I by his' knowledge of 
useful literature, and particularly of history." 

That extreme avidity for the works of the 
ancient writers which ~distinguished the early 
part of '1:he fifteenth century, announced the 
nUlr approach of more ... ~lightened times. 
Whatever were the causes that determined men 
of wealth and lparning to exert themselves so 
strenuously in this pursuit, certain it is that 
'their interference ,}Vas of the highest importance 
to the interests of posterity; and that if it had 
been much 10ilger delayed, the loss woutd have 
been in a great degree irreparable; such of the 
manusdipts as then existed, of the ancient 
Greek and Roman authors, being daily perish
ing in o~scure corners, a prey to oblivion and 
neglect. It was therefore a circumstance pro-

duc~ve 

op. Ttraboscb/) Storia della Lett. 1141. 'V. vi. p. J. p. 27. 
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THE LIFE OF 

C II A P. ductive 6f the happiest consequences, ihat the 
I. pursuits of the opulent were at this time di

rected rather towards the recovery of the works 
of the ancients, than to the encouragement of 
contemporary merit 1 a fact that ma~rve in 
some degree to account for the deanh of ori
ginal literary productions during this interval. 
Induced by the rew~rds that invariably attended 
a successful inquiry, those men who pmsessed 
any considerable share of learning, devoted 
themselves t~ this occupation, and to such a 
degree of enthmiasm W'lS it carried, .hat the 
discovery of an an.ent manuscript was regara.d 
as almost equivalent to the conquesL of a king
dom. 

The history of the vicissitudes which the 
writings of the ancients hav~ experienced, is 
little less than the history of literature itself, 
which has flourished or declined in proportion 
as they have been esteemed or neglected. A 
full and accurate detail of these circumstances, 
whilst it would be highly interesting to the 
scholar, would di~charge in some dfgrce the 
d~t of gratitude due to those who have de
voted tJ1eir labours and their fortunes to this 
import3Jlt service. In relinquishing an mquiry 
too extensive for the nature of the prellent 
work, it may here be allowed to advert to such 

remains 
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remains., of the ancient authors las were' brought 
[0 light during the period in question, by the 
munificence of Cosmo de' Medici, and the in
dustry of (hose who so earnestly seconded his 
cndea"durs. 

Of all the learned men of his time, Poggio k 

seems to have devoted himself the most particu
larly 

k Th;5 extraordmary man, whose writings throw con
~Idcrable lIght on the history of the ,age, and who~e Latin 
stile pleases by its unaffected slmp'lclty, was born III the 
year 1381, of the noble famIly of Bracciolzni, originally of 
Florence, and havlllg spent his youth III travelling through 
dIfferent countnes of Europe, settled at length at Rome. 
He remamed in this city as secretary in the service of 
ezght succes.ive popeJ, tdl he was mVlted to Florence In 

the yeal 1452, being then upwards of seventy years of 
age, to succeeo, Carlo Marsuppilll as secreta,y to the 
republIc. After hiS return to Florence he beg",! to write 
the llIstr",y of that state, but dymg before lle had brought 
It to a conclUSIOn, it was afterwards completed by his 
unfortunate son Giacopo. His numerous works have 
been several times reprinted; the most general collection 
of them IS that of BallI, 1538. Of all hiS productions 
hiS Lther Facet/arum is the most singulal·. The jross 
indecency of some of his tales can only be equallM by 
the freedom III wlllch Ile mdulges himself resIfecting the 
prie.thood. It is difficult tl) conceive how heoescaped in 
those tUlles the resentment of that order; but we must 
remem'ber that this work was produced in the bosom of 

D~ We 

" C HAP. 
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lady to this etitployment, and his filtertions 
were crowned with ample success. The num
ber of manuscripts discovered by him in differ
ent parts of Europe, during the space of near 
fifty years, will rermin a lasting proof. of his 
perseverance, and of his sagacity in these pur
suits. Whilst he attended the council of Con
stance in the year 14.15, he took an opportunity 
of visiting the convent of S. Gallo, distant from 
that city about t\\-enty miles, where he han been 

informed 

the church, and was probably an amuscmt:nt for the 
learned leisure of prelates and of rardmals. In a short 
preface Poggio explains the motives that led him to th,s 
compositIOn, and attempts to excuse Its licentIOusness. 

Although Poggio was an ecclefhstic, he had st:vt:ral 
children whom he openly ad.nowledged. His friend the 
cardinal of S. Angelo havmg rcmonstra.ted with him on 
the irregularity of his conduct, POgglO, m IllS reply, 
acknowledges hIS fault, but at the [,tme tIme ,1t~mpts to 
extin;;uifh the glare of it in the general blare of lIcenti
ousness that ;nvohred the age. HIs letter on thiS occasion 
affords a striking proof of the depraVity of the times. 
(Poggit, H,st. de. varietate Fortune, &c.'p. 207. Ed. Par. 
172 s.:) He :J.fterwards divested hlm[elf of 1m clerical 
character, and married a young and hand,ome wife; in 
ju~tjficati3n of which measure he thought it ncces~ary to 
write a ~eatise, which he mtltled " An urn sit uxor 

ducenda," and which he addre3sed to Cosmo de' Medici. 
ThiS important dissertation yet remains, though it has not 
hitherto been printed. Zcno, Dus. Voss. i. 36, &c: 
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informed that it was probable he might fiud 
some manuscripts of the ancient Roman writers. 
In this place he had the happiness tQ discover a 
complete copy of ~intilian, whose works had 
beforef>appeared only in a inutilated alld imper
fect state. At the same time he found the 
three first books, and part of the fourth, of the 
Argonautics of Valerius Flaccus. Some idea 
may be formed of the critical state of these 
works from the account that Poggio has left. 
Buried in the obscurity of a dark and lonely 
tower, tovered with filth and rubbish, their 
d..!struction seemed inevitable I. Of this fortu
nate discovery he gave immediate notice to his 
friend Leonaruo Aretina, who, by representing 
to him the importance and utility of his labours, 
stimulated him t,o fresh exertions. The letter 
addre~sed by Leonardo to Poggi a on this occa
sion is full of, the highest commendatiolis, and 
the most extravagant expressions of joy"'. By 
his suBsequent researches through France and 

Germany, 

1 " Non in blbliotheca. ut eorum dignitas postulabat, 
" sed in teterrimo quod am ct obscuro carcere, fun do 
" scilicet unius tunis, q'lO ne vita quid em dam~ati detro. 
"derentur." Pogo ap. Zeno, DUI. rOil. i. 44 ... 

"' Leonard, Bruni Ep. lip. IV. Ep. s. 
D3 
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Germany, Poggio also recovered severa~ of the 
orations of Cicero n. At that time only eight 
of the comedies of Plautus were known. The 
first complete copy of that author was brought 
to Rome at the insta:dce of Poggio, by Nkholas 
of Treves, a German monk, from whom it was 
purchased by the ca~dinal Giordano Oraini, who 
was afterwards with great difficulty prevailed 
upon to suffer Poggio and his friends to copy 
it; and even this favour would not have been 
granted without the warm interference of Lo
renzo, the brother of Cosmo de' Medic.~. The 
monk had flattere~ the Italian scholars that pe 
also possessed a copy of the work of Autus 
Gellius, and of the first book of ~intus Cur
tius; but in this they were disappointed 0, From 
a Latin elegy by Christo foro ,Landino, on the 
death of Poggio, we are fully authorized to 
conclucie that he also first discovered the beau
tiful and philosophic poem of Lucretius, that of 
Silius Italicus, and the valuable work of Colu
mella P: and from a memorial yet existing in 

the 

• Tra'l). Ep, 'I). i. pr.ef p. 36. 

o Tra'l). £p. 'I). i. pr.ef p. 40,41. 43' 

p "~in etiam, ut veterum erueret monimenta Vlrorum, 
.. Nee sineret turpem tot bona ferre situm, 

" Ausus 
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the handawriting of Angelo Pol:i:iano, it appeal'S 
that the poems of Statius were brought into 
Italy by the same indefatigable investigator. In 
the opinion of Politiano these poems were in
deed if¥lccurate and defectife, yet aU the copies 
which he had seen were derived from this ma
nuscript ~. 

Poggio 

.. Ausus barbaricos populos pel1itusque repo~ta 
" Poscere Lmgolllcis opplda celsa Jugis. 

" Il1iu~·ergo manu nobis, doctlsslme Rhetor. 
• " Integer in LatIUm, !!2!fl1lfllil/lle, redI.li ; 
If Illius :ltque manu, dlvma poemata Sri; 

" Italtel redeunt, usque Jegenda suis : 
" Et ne nos lateat variorum cultus agrorum, 

" Ipse ColumelllB grande reportat opus: 
" Et te, Lucretl, longo post tempore, tandem 

" Civlbus et Patria! reddlt habere tUa!. 
" Tartareis POtUlt fr.ltrem revocare tenebris 

" Alterna ~ollux dum statione movet; 
" ConJugis ac rursus nigras subitnra lacunas 

" E.~ndice sequitur fila canora ~Ul. 
" Poggius at sospes nigra e caligine tantos 

.. Ducit ubi a!ternum lux sit aperta viros." 
Land. Eleg. ap. Band. Spec. Lit. Flor. '1)01. i,P'9S' 

'I " Incidi in exemplar Statii Silvarum. quoq ex 
" Gallia Poggius, gallic~ scriptum manu, in 1t11iam 
" adtulerat j a quo videlicet uno, licet mend~so depra
"vatoque, et (ut arbitror) etiam dimidiati>. re1iqui 
" orones codices qui sum in r"anibu5 emanarunt." 

PQ/. 'if, $and. Cat. BifJ. Laur. Pluto xxxii. Cod. 10. 

];14 
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Poggio had ooce formed the fulle..~ expect
ations of obtaining a copy of the Decades of 
Livy, which a monk had assured him he had 
seen in the Cistercian monastery of Sora, com
prized in two voluftles in large Lombctfd cha
racters r. He immediately wrote to a friend at 
Florence, requestinj him to prevail on Cosmo 
de' Medici to direct his agent in that neighbour
hood to repair to the monastery, and to pur
chase the work. Some time afterwards Poggio 
addressed himself to Leonello de' Este, marquis 
of Ferrara, on the same subject, but apparently 
without <lny grea. hopes of success'. His :1t

tempts to recover the writings of Tacitus, were 
equally fruitless t. After long inquiry, he was 
convinced that no copy of that author existed 

m 

r " Duo sunt volumina magna, oblonga, hteris Lon
ce gobardls in monasterio de Sora onlill1~ CIstefciensium 
" prope Roschlld, ad duo miIIiaria Theutonica, quo 
" adiri potest a Lublch biduo amplius. Cura ergo ut 
ce Cosmm scribat quamprImum diligenter ad Gherardum 
" de Buens, ut Sl opus sit, ipse eo se conferat, imo omnino 
" s'! conferat ad monasterium, nam si hoc verum est, 
" triuml2bandum erit de Dacis." 

Poggil Ep. ape Trav. Ep. 'V. I. prlEJ. p. 46. 

• PoggiusdePar.For.p. 21 5· 

t Trav. Ep. v. i. prlEJ. p. 47. 
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in Germany; yet at the distanc~ of nelrly a 
century, the five books· of his history were 
brought from thence to Rome, and presented 
to Leo X. In prosecution of his favourite ob
ject, Pogiio extended his re!earches into F.ng
land, where he resided some time with the 
cardinal bishop of Winchester u; and from 
whence he transmitted to It~ly the Bucolics 
of Calphurnius, anu a part of the works of 
Petronius v. 

The r~earches of Guarino Veronese w, of 
Giovanni Auri~pa, and of F.ancesco Filelfo 

were 

U Poggio has given a pIcture of the EnglIsh nobility 
somewhat dIfferent flOm that of the present times
" lIos (G'lllos) Britar:ni sequuntur, Angli hodie voci
" tatI, qui nobiles in clvltatibus moran ignommiao loco 
" putant, rura, sfIvIS ac pascuis ~eclusa illhabitant; 
" nobdiorem ex censu judlcant; rem rusticam curant, 
" vendente~ lanam et armentorum fcetus; neque turpe 
.. existim,mt admisceri qurestUi rustlcano." 

Poggius de Nohilttate, in Op. Bas 1538. p.69' 

v At least there is reason to conjecture so, from a 
passage in a letter from Poggio to Niccolo Niccoli, 
U Mittas ad me oro Bucolicam Calphurnii et partiul. 
" culam Petronu quas misi tibi ex Bntannia," &c~ 

Tra'V Ep. 'V. i. prte.f. P.29. 

W Many part:culars respecting Guarino may be col
lected from the poems of his pupil Janus Pannonius, 

printed 
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C HAP. were Cdirectelf towards another quarter. For 
I the purpose of procuring ancient manuscripts, 

and of acquiring a competent knowledge of the 
Greek language, they visited Constal1Xinople 
and other parts <9f the east, where t~eir perse
verance was repaid by the acquisition of many 

Guarmo valuable works. Guarino on his return to Italy 
Veroneae. was shipwrecked: and unfortunately for himself 

and the world, lost his treasures. So pungent 
was his grief upon this occasion, that if we may 
believe the relation of one of his countrymen, 

Giovanni his hair became suddenly white x. ilurispa was 
Aunspa. 

more successful; he arrived at Venice in., the 
year 1423, with two hundred and thiny-eigh't 
manuscripts, amongst which were all the works 

of 

prlnl\.d at Bas'! by Frobenius, in IpS, and which are 
possessed of conslderJ.ble ment. Of these poems a new 
and improvell edition w.!s published at Utrll,::ht in 1784. 
in z vols. 8vo. Guarino wa~ born In 1370, and WJ.S the 
first native Italian who publicly tJ.ught the Greel.. tongue 
in Italy. He IS, however, more celebrated as a pre
ceptor thJ.n as all author. Almost all the learned men 
ef the 15th century have profited by hIS instructiom, 
but his dIction is considered by Cortesi a~ harsh and 
inelegant. Corl. de hom. doells. F/Dr. J734. 

x Pontlco Virunio, Scrittore dei primi J.nni del 
secolo XVI. 

ap. Tira". Stor/a della Lett Ital. 'V vi. p. I. p. 89-
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of Plato, of-Proclus, qf Plotinus, of Lucian, of 
Xt;nophon, the histories of Arrian, of Dio, and 
of Diodorus Siculus, the geography of Strabo, 
the poems of Callimachus, of Pindar, of Op
pian, and .hose attributed to ~rpheus. In one 
of his epistles to Traversari, many other works 
are particularly enumerated, some of which are • not at present known, and have most probably 
perished Y. The large sums of money which 
Aurispa had expended in purchasing so consider
able a number of books, and the charges of 
conveying ~em to Venice, had exhausted his 
fiRanees, and he was obliged ttY apply to Tra
versari to procure him the sum 9f fifty florins to 
relieve him from his embarrassments. This was 
readily supplied by Cosmo de' Medici and his 
brother Lorenzo, to whom Aurispa expresses 
his obligations with great warmth, and apparent 
sincerity z. 

Filelfo 

Y AurisptZ Ep. in EplS/olli Amb. Tro'IJ. lib. xxiv. Ep. 53. 

Z "Volui ego Cosmo et Laurentio pro tot eorum erga 
" me beneficils gratias agere In Epiftohs quas ad eo; 
" ~cribo, sed non poteram calamo prosequi qUalltum 
" eis obligari videor. Q..uamobrem id officium lingua:: 

" tua: reliqui." 
Auril/tZ Ep. tTl Trll'IJ. Epis/utis. lib. xxiv. Ep. 51. 

43 

C HAP. 
I. 



C HAP. 
J. 

Francesco 
Fllclfo. 

THE LIF~ OF 

lilelfo "'as about twenty years wage when 
he undertook his expedition tc Constantinopl~ 
where he remained about seven years, and mar .. 
ried the daughter of the noble and learned John 
Chrysoloras •. lIt the year 1427 he returned to 
Italy with a great number of manuscripts which 
he had collected; and made a conspicuous figure 
amongst the lit~rati there during the chief part 
of the fifteenth century, having been succes
sively engaged as professor of different branches 
of science, at most of the universities and semi
naries of education throughout tNat country. 
With all his l&arning, Filelfo had not ac,!uirtd 
the art of controllmg his own temper. which 
was in a high degree petulant, fufpicious, and 
arrogant. Hi~ whole life was passed in quarrel/> 
and dissentions. At some times he narrowly 
escaped the public punifhment due to his ex
cesses; at others, the effect~ of the private 
resentment of thofe whom he had offended. 
He was even accmed of having consptred against 
the life of Cosmo de' Medici, and of having 
engaged a Greek aSf.assin to murder him. 
Their dif.agreement seems to have taken place 

",during the exile of COf;mo at Venice. Amongst 
the letters of Filelfo there are some to Cosmo, 
in which he falls greatly short of the refpect 
which he owed him for his patronage; and 

wherein 
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wherein he inveighs with much raneour against 
Ni~col() Niccoli and Carlo Aretino, the parti
cular friends of Cosmo ". From several of these 
letteTs he appears to ha.ve had frequent appre
hensions ci assassination; an<.f even affeCts to 
accuse Cosmo of favouring the attempt b. How 

much 

a Nicolallm Nicolum nosti; hic loquacior est, et 
levlOr; at Carolus Arctinu~, ut est venuto occultoque 
ingemo, et e04?lane improbo, ita mlh! maxime inimicus. 
Is apu~ Medlces plurimum pote~t. 4nd the character 
he·glve~ of Cosmo in a letter to the Cardinal of Bologna, 
dated 1432, I~ sufficiently invidious: "Cosmus quam
.. quam vldetur .tmantl~5imus mel, ejusmadi tamen virum 
« e,se anlmadverlo qUi et slmlllet tt dls~imulet omnia. 
H Estque usque adeo taclturnllS ut ne ab Illtimls qUidem 
.. famlh.ulbus ac domestlci~ queat intelligi." 

Phil. Ep p. 18, 19. Ed. l~OI. 

b By a Jetter of Filelfo to Lapo CastellionchiO, which 
came to the tight of AmbrogIO Traversari, it appeared 
that he expressed hImself III terms of resentment against 
both Traversari and Cosmo de' Medici. Traversari up
braided him With hi~ duplicity, and Ftle1fo attempted to_ 
justify It by accusing Cosmo, III his reply, of a deSign on 
hiS life. "De Cosml Medlces in me animo mhtl est quod 
" minu~ credam. N'lffi quam me sit cxosus Jam pridem 
" expertus sum. Istius in me benevolcntiam PhllTppus 
" sicarlUs declaret-itaque de reconcilianda gratia mihi 
." posthac verbum nullum facito. SIC'S Ipse venenisque 
"utatur. Ego autem ingenio et calamo." 

• Phil. Ep. p. 26. 
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much CosmO was superior to such timputations, 
appeared in the moderation of his conduct, 
which at length overcame even the arroganc~ 

and resentment of Filelfo himself; who lived 
to re~eive innulherable favours frolll him and 
his descendants; and died at Florence in the 
year 1481, in, the eighty-third year of his 
age. 

The productions of Filelfo are very nume
rous, and in almost every branch of literature C. 

His industry in collecting manu8cript& was how
ever of more ifldisputable sen'ice to the cause of ... 
learning. Of the particular works brought by 
him into Italy he has not left a very explicit 
account, but it appears that he had sent a COIl

siderable number to his friend Leonardo Gius
tiniani at Venice, from whom he found fome 
difficulty in obtaining them, after his ret~rn. 
The letters of Filelfo contain indeed innumerable 

{. complaints 

C A very extensive catalogue of them may be found in 
• the Disserl. VOII. of Apostolo Zeno. The char,u:ter of 
• Filelfo is well given by Paolo Cortesi (lk IJqm. doctir. 
p. 3;).: " Habebat a natura ingenmm vagum, multiplex, 
If volublle. Exstant ab eo scripta, et poemata, et ora
" tiones; sed ut vita, SIC erat in toto genere v..!,rius. 
" Erat vendibilis sane scriptor, et h, qui opes, quam 
" scrlhendl laudem consequi malehat." , 
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complaints 6>f the injustice of hi; friends, in 
withholding the books which he had lent for 
their use, or intrusted to their care. Perhaps, 
says Tiraboschi, they acted upon the same 
principle ~ the enthusiasts of -the darker ages, 
who considered the stealing the relics of a faint, 
not as a theft, but as a pious and meritorious 
act. Such was the high esti~ation in which 
these works were held, that a manuscript of the 
history of Livy, fent by Cosmo de' Medici to 
Alfonso king of Naples, with whom he was at 
variance, c8nciliated the breach between them, 
a~d although the king's physioians insinuated 
that the book was probably poisoned, Alfonso 
disregarded their suspicions, and began with 
great pleasure the perusal of the work. 
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in the year T 438 a general council was held Councilor 

b E . I't" F r h r f Florence. y ugemus ".,at errara, lOr t e purpole 0 

settling some contested points, both of doctrine 
'and discipline, between the Greek and Roman 
churches, preparatory to their proposed union; 
but the plflgue having made its appearance at 1438• 

that place, the council was in the following year 
transferred to Florence. On this occasion, not. 
~nly the pope and several of his cardinaJs~ the 
Greek patriarch and his metropolitans, but the 
emperor of the east, John Paleologus, attended 

in 
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C HAP. in penon. Short1y before their arrival, Cosmo 
I had been invested a second time with the office 

of Gonfaloniere, and the reception that he gave 
to these illustrious visitors, whilst it was highly 
honourable to hi~ g.uests, was extrem.ely gratify
ing to the citizens of Florence, who were as 
remarkable for the magnificence of their public 
exhibitions, as for their moderation and frugality 
in private life. As the questiom agitated at this 
council would not admit of illustration from 
reasoning, and could only be argued from 
authority, the longer the dispute cont:nued, the 
more were t~ parties at variance; btU the 
critical .situation of the eastern empire, th~n 
closely attacked by the Turks, and the expect
ations which the emperor had formed of pro
curing succours from the pope, and from other 
European princes, reconciled what the efforts 
of .the schoolmen had only served to perplex. 
The proposed union accordingly took place; 
and the pope was acknowledged by the whole 
assembly as the legitimate successor of St. Peter. 
Little advantage was however derived by either 
of the parties from this 'remarkable transaction. 
The emperor was disappointed in his expect
ations of support, and with respect to the supre
macy of the Roman church over the Greek, 
the ecclesiastics of the latter refused to obey the 

decree; 
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decree; 4Uld even many, who bad been present 
and signed it at the council, public~ retracted 
at Constantinople d. 

For.the purpose of condbcting these import
ant debates, each of the parties had selected six 
disputants, eminent for their rank and learning • 

• Amongst those chosen on the part of the Greeks, 
was Gemisthus Pletho, who was then at a very 
advanced period of a life which had been devoted 
to the study of the Platonic philosophy c. As 
often as ))is public avocations afforded tym an 
opportunity, he employed himself in the propa
gation of his opinions, which were not only new 
to the scholars of Italy, but were greatly at 
variance with those doctrines which had long 
obtained an uninterrupted ascendancy in all the 

public 

d A flail and interesting account of the visit of the 
Greek emperor to Italy, and of the proceedings and con
sequences of the council of Florence, may be found In 

Gibbon's History qf the Decli1 and FaI\ pf the Ro;n,an 
Empire, c. 56. 9'r-- .11. ~ ~ l4!'<.A,' - /¢.. J •• /f;"I'", 

• Pletho, though living in 1439, had been the p-e
ceptor of Emanuel Chrysoloras, the great promoter of 
Grecian literatute in Italy, whom he however long fur
vived, having lived to the extended age of one hundred 
yeats. HoJius.J. Or~&il illultri!Jw, J. 23. Ed. LfmJ. 1742. 
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public td\ools ami seminaries of 1eaming. So 
powerfiul 'WaS the elfec:t which the c.liscour$e$ _ 
Gemisthus had upon Cosmo de' Medici, who 
was his constant auditor, that he determined to 
establish an academy at Florence, for ,he sole 
purpose of cultivating this new and more ele-
vated species of philosophy. With this view he 
selected Marsilio Freino, the son of his favourite 
physician, and destined him, though very young, 
to be the support of his future establiihment. 
The. education of Ficino was~ as he has himself 
i.for~ us, entirely directed to the new philo
sophy. The dnctrin~ and precepts of the 
Grecian sage were assiduously instilled into his 
infant mind, and as he increased in years, he 

applied 

f~hU'i he speah of his educatIOn In his proeme to hill 
translation of the works of Plotinlls, ad~essed to Lorenzo 
de' Medici: " M.1gnlls Cosmus, senatus consulto patrire 
" pater, quo tempore concihum mter Grreco!latque La
" tulOs, sub Eugenio pontifice, Florentire tradabatur; 
" phdosophum Grrecum nomine Gemisthum, cognomine 
" Plethonem, quasi Platonem alterum, de mysteriis pIa • 
• i toUlCIS disputantem frequenter audivit. E cujus ore 
" fervente, sic afflatus est protinus, sic animatus, ut inde 
" :AcaJemiam quandam alta mente conceperit, hlUlC ctppor
" tuno primo tempore paritul'Us. Delnde cum concep
" tum tantum mllgnus ille Medius quodammodo partu
., riret, me, electissimi Medici 1iui filinm, :whue puc:rum 
" tanto operi destinavit," &c. PI«ini ope 'Flor. 1492. 

per Ant. Miscominum magnffoo lumpttl Laurllll;; Meti,u patri~ 
• ! 

servatorts. 
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applied himself to the study, not of the works of 
?Jato only, but also of those of Plotinus, a dis tin. 
guished promoter of the doctrines of that philo" 
sopher in the third century. Nor were the 
expectations which Cosmo hId fonned of Fieino 
disappointed. The Florentine academy was 
some years afterwards estabJished with great 
credit, and was the first institution in Europe 
for the pursuit of science, detached from the 
scholastic method then universally adopted. It 
is true, the sublime and fanciful doctrines of 
Plato wert almost as remote from the purposes 
Jf '0t;nmon life, and general utility, as the dog .. 
matic opinions of Aristotle: but the introduc
tion of the former was nevertheless of essential 
service to the cause of free inquiry, and sub
stantial knowledge. By dividing the attention 
of the learned, they deprived the doctrines of 
Aristotle of t~t servile respect and veneration 
which had so long been paid to them: and by 
introducibg the discussion of new subjects, they 
prepared the way for the pursuit of truths more 
properly within the sphere of the human intel
lect. 

As the natural disposition of Cosmo It,d him 
to take an active part in collecting the remains of 
the ancient Gr~ and Roman writers, so he 

was 

Cosmoesta
bhshes the 
Laurentian 
LIbrary. 
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wall enabled by his wealth, and bis p exte1'lsive 
mercantile interc~urse with different parts of 
Europe, and of Asia, to gratify a passion of this 
kind beyond any other individual. To this end 
he laid injunctions "on all his friends ap,d corre
spondents, as well as on the llnissionaries and 
preachers who tra~elled into the remotest coun· 
tries, to search for and procure ancient manu
scripts, in every language, and on every subject '. 
Besides the services of Poggio and Traversari, 
Cosmo availed himsdf of tho&e of Cristofaro 
Buondelmonti, Antonio da Massa, .Andrea de 
Rimino, and mafly others. The situation of !he 
eastern empire, then daily falling into r'lins by 
the repea.red attacks of the Turks, afford.o~d him 
an opportunity of obtaining many inestimable 
works in the Hebrew, Greek, Chaldaic, Arabic, 

and 

g " The example of the Roman pontiff w~s preceded 
U or j,nitated by a Florentine merchant, who governed 
" the republtc ,\ithout arms, and wlthuut a title. Cosm.e 
" of' Medici was the father of a line of pnnces, whose 
" n.lflle and age are almost synonymom with the restor
""ation of learning: IllS credit was ennobled into fame; 
" his ~rches were dedicated to the servil.'t Ot mankind; 
" he corresponded at once with Cairo and London, and 
" a cargo of Indian spices and Greek books were often 
.. importea in the same vessel." Gi!JJan't Hist. of the 
Declllle and Fall a/the Roman Empire, c.66. 
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and Indiafl languages It. ,From these beginnings 
arose the celebrated library of the Medici, 
which, after having been the constant object of 
the solicitude of its founder, was after his death 
further ~uiched by the attention of his descend
ants, and particularly of his grandson Lorenzo; 
and after various vicissitude~ of fortune, and 
frequent and considerable additions, has been 
preserved to the present times under the name of 
the Bibliotheca Medzceo-Laurentiana. 

Amongst those who imitated the example of 
·Cdtmo de' Medici was Niccolo9 Niccoli, another 
citizen of Florence, who devoted his whole time 
and fortune to the acquisition of ancient manu
scripts; in this pursuit he had been eminently 
successful, having collected together eight hun
dred volumet. of Greek, Roman, and Oriental 
authors; a nUlSber in those times jmtly thought 
very considerable. Several of these works he 
had cop!ed with great accuracy, and had dili
gently employed himself in correcting their 
defects and arranging the text in its proper 
order. In this re~pect he is justly regarded 

}>y 

h BandiTti, Ldtzra sopra i prinClpj t Irogreui J,[/{I, Bwli,. 
Uta [.,zure"z4arul. Firwze, 1773. 
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tit RAP. by Mebus as the father of this species of cri
ticism I. He died in I436, hating by his wi~ 
directed that his library shol1ld be devoted to 
the use of the public, and appointed sixteen 
Curators, amongst' whom was Cosmof"de' Me
dici. After his death it appeared that he was 
greatly in debt, 'Vld that his liberal intentions 
were likely to be frustrated by the insolvency of 
his circumstances. Cosmo therefore proposed to 
his associates, that if they would resign to him 
the right of disposition of the books, he would 
himself discharge all the debts of Nkcolo; to 
which they readily acceded. Having thus D~ 
tained the sole direction of the manuscripts, he 
deposited them, for public use, in the Dominican 
monastery of S. Marco at Florence, which he 
had himself erected at an enormous expense k. 

This 

i In pr~f ad Ep. Trav. p 50. 

lI: From tile funeral oration of Niccolo Niccoli, by 
Poggio, we learn, thJ.t the most celebrated collections 
Ilhat had been formed In Italy, before that of Nlccolo, 
were those of Petrarca, of Lodovico Marsilio an Augus. 
tittc monk, of Boccaccio, and of Colucio Salutati. The 
first of these was sold and dispersed after the death of its 
possessor. Marsilio and Boctaccio bequeathed their col
lections. to the library of the Augustine monastery at 
Florence; and that' of Colacio, which almost equalled 
in number the library of Niccolo, was sold by his,c:hildren 

3 after 
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This colL:ction was the foundatlQn of another 
celebrated. library in Florence, known by the 
name of the Bib/iatheta Marciana i which is yet 
open to the inspection of the learned, at the 
distance. of three centuries 1. 

In 

after his decease. To Nlccolo Niccoli we must therefore 
attribute the honour of having set the first example of 
forming in Italy an institution so favourable to the inte· 
rests of learmng. as a public /ihrary.-" Id eglt vir egre· 
"gius, doctorum virorum amantissimus, quod nulIum 
" multls antea seculis fecisse, neque memoria hominum • "~onstat, neque ulIa: litera: prodiderunt. Rem sane 
"statuit temporum omnium ac seculorum laudibus cele. 
"brandam. Ex hLris, quos homo nequaquam opulentus, 
CI et rerum perszpe inops, supra octingentos codices, 
CI summo labore ac diligentJa comparuerat, decrevit testa. 
" mento fieri per ami cos publicam bibliothecam, ad utili· 
CI tatem hormnum sempiternam. 0 przclarissimum 
"omnium queIl\~unq\lam condita l>unt et utillissimum 
" testamentum! quo non unum aliquem, aut altcrum, 
" sed tunt. Grzcas, tum Latinas musas, hujus preciosisslmi 
CI thesaUri rehquit hzredes." 

PoggiuJ infunere Nic. in oJ. Btu..il, 277. 

I Tiraboschi suspects that the booh collected by 
Cosmo and by Niccolo Niccoli were united together in 
the library of S. Marco. and tnat Lorenzo was the fi'st of 
his family who began a collection ,under his 'bwn roof. 
( Storia della Lett. Ital. 'Vol. vi. parte i. p. 98.) But ample 
evidence remains of the establishment of a domestic 
library by Cosmo. To say nothing of the authority of 

Il 4- the 
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In the atfangemcnt of the library of 
S. Marco, Cosmo had procured the assistance 
of Tomaso Calandrino, who drew up a scheme 
for that purpose, and prepared a scientific cata-

logue 

the modern Florentm~blbhographer5, and particularly of 
Bandini, (Lette,.a sopra i prmcip;, &c.) I may cite the ex
plicit testlID0DY of Alberto Avogradi, a contemporary of 
Cosmo, who addre~sed to him a poem in two books. 
intitled, De reltgione f5 magnijicentla illustrll Culm; Medlce~ 
Florentini, wlllch hdS been publLshed by L .. ml, (De/lcl~ 

Erud,t. 'V 12) in which these two collections are dl~

tinctly adverted to. Speaking to his iii ~t boor of .he 
public bUildings erected by Cosmo, and partlculatly of 
the monastery of S. Marco, he adds, 

" Post cellds gravis Iste Ltbor numerare libellos 
" ~os dnphci lingua blbhothcca tenet; 

" Ista tenet nostrol, servat pars alter.! CrilCOJ, 
" ~is potent quot sunt enumerare hbros ?" 

But in his second book, when he dt1!cnbes the palate 
of Cosmo, he expatiates largely on his library. 

" Iste colit musas, colit hlc quoque verba salata: 
" 0 mira in tectlS hlbllotheca JUIS ! 

II Nunc legit altisoni sparsim pia scripta Maroni,. 
" Nunc Augustil2l sacra notata pli. 

" Aut ea qu::e Cicero; Sentc~ morahbus atque 
c' lnsudat, memori mente notanda notans. 

4' Interdum ne fors semper sua pectora curis 
" Repleat. adveniant dulcia script~ jubet. 

" Et quando accedit Naso, vel quando TihuUul j 

" Aut priscis lectis s::epe moderna legit. 
" Atque novas laudat mUlas. nova carmina ~pectans 

" DiCIt, habet faclle6 hlec nova musa modo ." 
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logue of t~e books it contained. In selecting 
a coadjutor, the choice of Cosmo had fallen 
upon an extraordinary man. Though Tomaso 
was the son of a poor physician of Sarzana, and 
ranked oVly in the lower onier of the clergy, 
he had the ambition to aim at possessing some 
specimens of these venerable relics of ancient 
genius. His learning and his~ndustry enabled 
him to gratify his wishes, and his perseverance 
surmounted the disadvantages of his situation. 
In this pursuit he was frequently induced to anti
cipate his ~canty revenue, well knowing, that 
the .estimation in which he W41S held by his 
friends, would preserve him from pecuniary 
difficulties. With the Greek and Roman authors 
no one was more intimately acquainted, and as 
he wrote a very fine hand, the books he possessed 
acquired additional value from the marginal 
observations which he was accustomed to make 
in perusing th~·in. By the rapid dt:grees of 
fortunate flreferment, Tomaso was, in the short 
space of twelve months, raised from his humble 
situation to the chair of St. Peter m, and in eight 
years, during which time he enjoyed the supreme 
dignity, by the name of Nicholas V. acquired a 
reputation that has increaied with the increasin~ 

estimation 

*' Barl. Fa&;us tit: ~iril illul,Jrihul. Fillr. l74S. 
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estimation of "'those studies which, he, so liberally 
fostered and protected. The scanty library of 
his predecessors had been nearly dissipated or 
destroyed by frequent removals between Avi. 
gnon and Rome, .-according as the caprice of the 
reigning pontiff chose either of thos~ places for 
his residence; and it appears from the letters of 
Traversari, that" scarcely any thing of value 
remained. Nicholas V. is therefore to be con
sidered as the founder of the library of the 
Vatican. In the completion of this great design, 
it is true, much was left to be performed by his 
successors; but Nicholas had before his death 

II 4" 
collected upwards of five thousand volumes Of 
Greek and Roman authors, and had not only 
expressed his intention of establishing a library 
for the use of the Roman Court, but had also 
taken measures for carrying such intention into 
execution n. 

Whilst the munificence of the rich, and thl.! . 
industry of the learned, were thus employed 
throughout Italy in preserving the remains of the 
ancient authors, some obscure individuals in a 
corner of Germany had conceived, and were 
slIently bringing to perfection, an invention, 

which, 

n Trtrv. Ep. in prtEj p.65' 
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which, by' means equally effectual and unex
p.ected, secured to the world' the result of their 
labours. This was the art of printing with 
moveable types; a discovery of which the bene
ficial effeets have been increa~ing to the present 
day, and are yet advancing with accelerated 
progress o. The coincidence of this ,discovery 

with 

o Of the numerous authors who have minutely in~ 
quired into the nse of this useful art, no one Ilas had 
greater opp~rtunitie~ of obtaining information, or has 
!iollr~ed hIs inquiries with more acct!racy than Mr. Hei. 
neken, who has clearly &hewn, th,1t the f.tbncation of 
cards for games of chance, was first pnctI&ed in Ger
many, ,md was in use before the close of the fourteenth 
century. Not long afterwards, the same art that had at 
first been sUb&erVlent to the amusement, was employed 
to gratify the superstition of the people, and it became 
usual to cut upon blocks of wond the figures of saints, 
with inscriptions. ~Mr. Heineken has cited all mdisputable 
specimen of the latter, so early as the year 1423. Thes!; 
inscription: gave the first idea of printmg with tablets of 
wood, which are well known to have led the way to the 
inventiOn of moveable types. The first book printed 
with such types was a copy of the bible, which made its 
appearance between the years 14So and 1452. This dis
covery is certainly to be attributed to the Germans, 
whether it consisteJ in printing With blocks of wQOd, or 
with types moveable at plea&ure. John Guttenburg of 
Mayence has the best claim to til" honour of an Invention 
which has so e~o;entialIy contributed to enlarge the sphere 
of action of the human faculties. idee gEnirale J'rme eol
leltWn lo~fzplt!tt! d' utam}u. Leipsic f5 r,enne, 177 I. 
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with the spirit of tpe times in which it had birth, 
was highly fortunate. Had it been made known 
at a much earlier period, it would Ilave bf'en 
disregarded, or forgotten, from the mere want 
of materials on wnich to exercise it; :nd had it 
been further postponed, it is probable, that not
withstanding the.~enerosity of the lich, and the 
diligence of the learned, many works would 
have been totally lost, which are now justly 
regarded ai> the noblest monuments of the 
human intellect. 

Nearly the 'same period of time that ~aw; 
the world this important discovery, l>aw the 
destruction of the Roman empire in the east. 
In the year 1453 the city of Constantinople was 
captured by the Turks, under the commann of 
Mahomet II. after a vigorous defence of fifty
three day~. The encouragellJt.!nt which had 
been shewn to the Greek profes~ors at Florence, 
and the character of Cosmo de' Medid as a pro
moter of letters, induced many learned Greeks 
to seek a shelter in that city, where they met with 
a welcome and honourable reception. Amongst 
tpese were Demetrius Chalcondyles, Johannes 
Andr,onicus Calistus, Constantius and Johannes 
Lascaris, in whom the Platonic philosophy ob
taiQed fresh partizans, and by whose support it 
began openly to opPJse itself to that of Ari-

stotle. 
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stotle p. Between the Greek an" Italian pro. 
fu.ssors a spirit of emulation was kindled, that 
operated most favourably on the cause of letters. 
Public schools were instituted at Florence for 
the studYlOf tbe Greek tongut The facility of 
diffusing their labours by means of the newly. 
discovered art of printing, stimulated the learhed 
to fre~h exertions; and in : few years the 
cities of Italy vied with each other in the 
number an.d elegance of works produced from 
the press \ 

Towards 

P The cekbrated Johannes Argyrop} Ius, though 
ranked by Dr. Body ,lITlOngst the learned Greeks who 
dId not .!rrive III Italy until after the capture of Constan
tinople, had undoubtedly t.lktn up hI, re,idence there 
before that eycnt, as I, fully ,hewn by Mehm. 

Pral ad Tra'V. Ep. 'V. i. prif. 20. 

q Although Italy h.t> no pretcnslom to th, IUvention 
• of prIntmg, It was the first country that followed the 

example of Germany, and that with such ardour, as not 
Dnly to outvle the rest of Europe ill the number of prmted 
works, but even to gl ve ~peedy perfectIon to the art. 
Much investigation h:1.s been employed III determming in 
what city of Italy it was first practised, and attemp'ts 

• have been made to shew that Ventce produced the" Decor 

Pue/Iorum," in 1461, and Milan, the " HrstOrllll ~ugUtllll 
Scrtptores," in 1465' The e\,jdence of these IS at least 
doubtful; but it 15 certain, th.lt III the y~ar last men
tioned, the works of Lactantius were printed At the mo-

nastery 
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Towards tne latter period of his Hfe, a great 
part of the time that Cosmo could withdraw fro~ 

the 

nastery of Soubiaco. in the Campagna of Rome, and that 
the grammatical work of Donatus had before issued from 
the same press. 1'b.e character used by the German 
inventors was the Gothic, and those of the early Roman 
printers partook of the same [arm, but i11 a few years 
it was superseded by the character now in general use, 
which has therefore obtallled the name of Roman. In the 
year '471 this art was practIsed in Napl'es, Bologna, 
Ferrara, and Florence, and in a short tIme therco was 
scarcely a place of any note in Italy in which it w~s 
unattempted. The Carattere Corsiv(J, or running type, 
was the invention of the celebrated AIda ManutiO, and 
being first used in It'lly, thence acquired the name of the 
ItalIC, or Aldine, character. Stnctly speaking, however. 
the Roman character itself was denved from the (ursivt 
character of the ancient Roman<, as it appeared in. the 
MSS. of the times, WIth such co,rret'fions and improve
ments as were suitable to the taste of the letter-founder, 
and not from the anginal or pnmary character. That 
both the Greeks and Romans had a smaller, distinct, and 
more ready character for common use, IS well known; 
and from tlIat of the Romans all the modern European 
characters are supposed to h,ave been derived. "Ex dlo 
" autem minusculo charactere cursl va, quam veteribus 
" Romanis, ut et Grrecis notum fuisse detJ!onstravimus, .. 
" deHuxerunt illi characteres quos CI. Mabilk)ll, lib. i-
" cap. 11. de arle diplomstieo, et hinc Cl. Abbas Gode
" fridus, in Chrorl. GoItwlcewi, tOrR. i. p. 16. vocant GIJthilXll. 
" Long06art1tcol, Franco-gtdll&~/, seu Mtrooumg;col, CarolmOl, 

" ,A1Iglo. 
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the administration of public affairs ~as passed at 
his seats at Careggi and Cafi'aggiolo, where he 
applied himself to the cultivation of his farms, 
from which he derived no incomiderable revenue. 
But his ~appiest hours wer~ devoted to the 
study of letters and philosophy, or passed in the 
company and conversation of learned men. 
When he retired at intervals· to his seat at 
Categgi, he was generally accompanied by 
Ficino, where, after having been his protector, 
he became his pupil in the study of the Platonic 
philosophy. For his use Ficino began those 
l'l.bOlious translations of the wo~s of Plato and 
his followers, which were afterwards completed 
and published in the lifetime and by the libe
rality of Lorenzo. Amongst the letters of 
Fieino is one from his truly venerable patron, 
which bespeaks most forcibly the turn of his 
mind, and his e~rnest desire of acquiring know
ledge, even at nis advanced period of life r. 

" Teslcr-

" Anglo-saxonicos. '1'(;{eta,/os, Sueco-gothlcos, &c. Omnes illi 
.. characteres, primo adspectu dls5imdes, ad unum eun
" demque cursi'IJum veterum Romanorum, velUlI ad suam 
" fontem revocandi sunt; et var;as pro vaflis et. regio
" nibus, et sreculis, et hbrariorum m.tntbus indue runt 
"formas." Villoison Anecd. G,"ltc. p. 149.-For the 
above extract, elucIdating this curio1ls subject, I am 
indebted JO the Rev. Dr. Parr. 

r FICin; Ep. lih. i. Ep. I. 

C HAP. 
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C HAP, " rtlterda,," says,he, " I arrivtf/ (Jt Caf'eggi-
1 

Marriage of 
P,ero de' 
M"l,cl 

not so much for the purpose of improving my fieldr, 
as myself-let me see you, Manrlio, as soon as pos
sible, and forget not to bring with you the book rf 
our favourite Pla:o, DE SUMMO BONq-which I 
presume, accordrng to your promis.e, you have ere 
this translated into Latm; for there is no employ
ment to which I}o ardently devote myself as to find 
out the true road to happmess. Come then, and 
fail not to bring with you the Orphean lyre." 
Whatever might be the proficiency of Cosmo in 
the mysteries of his favourite philosopher, there 
is rt:ason to beli.eve that he applied those doc~i.-ines .. 
and precepts which furnished the litigious dispu-
tants of the age with a plentiful source of con
tention, to the purposes of real life and practical 
improvement. Notwithstanding his active and 
useful life, he ofren regretted the hours he had 
lost. Mzdas was not 1Ilore sparing of his 1Il?ney, 
says Ficino, than Cosmo was of 6~s tUlle. . 

The wealth and influence that Cosmo had 
acquired, had long entitled him to rank with 
the mosr.,powerful princes of Italy, with whom 
he might have formed connexions by the inter
tnarriage of his children; but being apprehen
sive,' that such measures might give rise to 
suspi~ions that he entertained designs inimical to 
the freedom of the state, he rather chose to 
increase his interest amongst the citizens of 

Fl?rence, 
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Florence,. by the marrhtge of hls children into· C HAP. 

the most distinguished families of that place. 1. 

'piero his eldest son married Lucretia Toma-
buoni, by whom he had two sons, Lorenzo, 
the sub~ct of our present htstory, born on the 
first day of January 1448, and Giuliano, born 
in the year 1453. Piero had also two daughters, 
Nannina, who married Bem:rdo RuceIlai, and 
Bianca, who became the wife of Gulielmo de' 
Pazzi. Giovanni, the younger son of Cosmo, 
espoused Cornelia de' Alessandri, by whom he 
had a son who died very young. Giovanni him
~eli did not long survive. He died in the year 
1461, at forty-two years of age. Living under 
the &hade of paternal authority, his name 
scarcely occurs in the pages of history; but 
the records of literature bear testimony, that in 
his dlspol>ition ~nd studies he did not derogate 
from the reput~tion of that characteristic attach. 
ment to men of learning, by which his family 
was invatiably distinguished'. 

Besides 

• In the Laurentian hbrary are several manuscripts 
which appear to have beeD copIed for his use. • At the 
close of the works of Lactantius (Plut. xxi. Cod. 2.) is 
the following memorial-Scrzpttu Quinn Jud manu mea 

Gerardi Johar;n:s del Ciriaglo ems et flof"';; FIo,.entini pro 
voJ.~ I. F Joball/l~ 

Birth of 
Lorenzo 
and 
Gilliiano. 
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Besides his 4egitimate offspring, C9smo left 
also a natural son, Carlo de' Medici, whom he 
liberally educated, and who compensated the 
disadvantages of his birth by the respectability 
of his life. The manners of the time~ might 
be alleged in extenuation of a eire umstance appa-

rently 

Johanne Cosmi de' Medz,is optZIllO et p;lmarlO cI'Ve Florentmo de 
anna Domim MC':CCLVIII. FlorentitE, Laus Deo.-Slmilal· 
memonals occur in other imt.mces. (Bandlmi, Cat. BID. 
Laur. ) Nicolo TignoslO lmcnbcd to GIDvanm de' MedIci 
his treali~e De laudih;;s Cosml palm ejus. On hIS dejlth 

. Ndldo NdldJO dddresr,ed a Latin poem to his fath~r, which" 
I'> printed in the Carmma tflus!. Poet. fta!. 'V. 6. p. 45 I. 
The same work contams other testimonies of the regret 
that attended hIS Im~. I ,hall content myself with 
giving one of the sevel.il eritaphs that Peregrino A lIio 
wrote upon this occasIOn: 

Hic sita mdgnaniml Mediczs sunt os.s"t Joanms 
~anto heu pnvata est urbsque, domusque Vlro ! 

Fratre Petro, patrixque boms, Cosmoque prrente, 
Ac tanto rerum culmine dlgnus erato 

The death of Giovanlll de' Medici may aiford a useful 
lesson: and I ~hal! not conceal from my readers, that in 
the manuscript I have before cited, intitled, Ortgine e 

JeJaruknza della cQla de' MedlCt, this event is 50tid to have 
been attilbuted to hIgh liVing. "MolLi vogliono che tal 
" morte dl Giovanni derivasse dal soverchio bere e man
" giare, perche era di natura caldissimo, e bevendo e 
" mangl.1ndo tutte robe ca!de furono poi 1.1 cagioue della 
" sua morte." 
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rently inconsistent with the gra;ity of the cha-' c Ii A P. 

racter of Cosmo de' Medici; but Cosmo him- J. 

'self disclaimed such apology, and whilst he 
acknowledged his youthful indiscretion, made 
am~ndsJo society for the l1teach of a salutary 
regulation, by attending to the morals and the 
welfare of his illegitimate descendant. Under 
his countenance Carlo becarn: canon of Prato, 
and one of the. apostolic notaries; and as his 
general residence was at Rome, he was frequently 
resorted to by his father and brothers, for his 
advi~e and assistance in procuring ancient rna
'plljcripts and other valuable 'remains of anti-
quity t. 

The death of Giovanni de' Medici, on whom 
Cosmo had placed his chief expectations, and 

the 

, Plur~ extant in tabulario Mediceo Caroli Epistolre. 
tum ad pan'em tum ad fratres, in quibus de rebus 5uis, 
et emendl~ Gr:Ecis et Latims codiclbus scribit. Cetera 
inter mandatum habuit a Cosmo, ut Phalaridis Epistolas, 
e Grreco, iu Latinum convertendas curaret. Inter Pro
tonotarios Apo&tolicos relatus fuit, ac demum collegio 
Canonicorum Pratensium pnEfuit. Extat in princIpe 
a:de prope sacrarium, marmoreum ejus monumel!tum, a 
Dantio Aretino scalptum, cum hoc titulo, CAR01.0 
MtDICES COSMI FILIO I'RJEPOSITC> '>"yI OBIT MCDXCIlU. 

FaJroftnu, ;" "i14 CPl. a, 213-
F 2 
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C HAP. the weak st!lte 6f health that Piero experienced, 
I. wlW;h rendered him unfit for the exertions of 

publ~ life, in so turbulent a place as Florence, 
raised great apprehensions in Cosmo, that at his 
decease, the splendt:r of his family would close. 
These reflections embittered the repose of his 
latter days. A short time before his death, 
being carried through the apartments of his 
palace, after having recently lost his son, he 
exclaimed with a sigh, "'fhls IJ 100 great a 
house for so small a lanZl/Y." These apprehen
sions were in some degree realized by the infir
mities un.der whi"h Piem laboured durin.g \~ 
few years in which he held the direction of the 
republic; but the talents of Lorenzo soon dis
pelled this temponny gloom, and exalttd hi~ 

family to a degree of reputation and s'plenrlor, 
of which it is probable that Cosmo him~elf had 
scarcely formed an idea. 

Celebrity 
ofCo'mo 
de' MedicI. 

THE kindness and attention shewn by Cosmo 
to men of learning were not without their re
ward. His virtues and his liberality were their 
most frequent topic. In every event of his life 
they were ready to attend him, to participate 
with lJim in his prosperity, and to ~ ympathize 
with him in his misfortunes. The affectionate 
epistles addressed to him by Poggi a on his 
banishment to Padua, and on his recal to Flo-

rence, 
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rence, ex.hibit a proof, not only of the sincere 
. esteem, but of the high admiration of their 
author u. Of the continued attachment of 
Leonardo Aretina to his great patron, innumer. 
able e'\4dences remain. A~ongst the eminent 
men of the time, who endeavoured to console 
him for the untimely loss. of his son, was 
Pius II. who addressed to him a Latin epistle, 
to which Cosmo replied with great propriety and 
dignity, and in a style not inferior to that of 
this learned pontifP. To the poem of Alberto 
Avogradi, we have before had occasion to 

-refer w. A considerable number of works, as 
well 

U PoggI! Ep. in Op. p. 312. 339' Ed BaHl. 

v These le~cls will be fonnd In the Appendix, 
No. IV. 

w " !J.I' nligj/)!J/! d mognj/icmtio IJ!uJ'triJ' CoJm) If!l'diCJ'J 
,e Floren/r'II." By which however the author only means 
to celehr.!te t1le bUlldlllgs erected by Cosmo for public and 
prIvate use. Accordmgly, in his first book he adverts to 
the churches of S. Marco and S. Lorenzo, the dormitory 
of the convent of S. Croce, the chapels of Boschetti and 
Monte Averno, and the monastery of Flesole, Slf each of 
which he gives a description. He also alludes to the 
intention which Cosmo had then formed, and which he 
afterwards executed, of erecting at Jerusalem a house of 

F 3 reception 

C HAP. 
t . 
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C HAP. well in verse as in prose, inscribed to him on 
I. different occasions, were, after his death, col

lected together by Bartolomeo Scala, and are 
yet preserved in the Laurentian Library, under 
the name of CollectJJ'ne.r COSJ1l1ana X. 

But 

reception for poor and infirm pilgrims, in which it seems 
he had to contend with the prejudices of the Saracens. 

--" Domini tu sancta sepulchr.1, 
" ~re sunt Jerusalem condeeorasse par.!.s, 

" Magna parat Cos mus, sed tu, Saladme. recusas, 
" 0 rapiant sensus, Ista negata, tuos." 

In the second book AvograJi recounts, m similar 
language, the magntficence of the palaces ane other 
buildings erected by Cosmo for secular purposes. 

x PLUTo LIV. COD. 10. ThIS manuscript consis~s of 
seventy-two distmct piece~, composmg a large volume in 
quarto, with the portrait of Cosmo prc6.'I(ed to the wock, 
which is also preceded by the followmg short mtroductory 
epistle from Sc,t1a to Lorenzo de Medici: 

" Bart. Scala, Laurentio Medici, urbls spei, S. D. 
"Collegl, Laurenti ch,t.r\ssime, sCripta compluria et 
" omnia fere in qure manus inciderunt, ubi nomen Cosmi 
" Avi tui, Patris hujus urbis legeretur. Ea redegl in 
" volumen, quod mitto nunc ad teo Velim ut tantum 
.. otii su~trahas maximis luis occupationibns, ut mira et 
" legendi et intelhgendI dlvini ingenii tui soIertia omnia 
" percurI'.lS; et si tlbi videbuntur digna qure Iegantur 
" ab hominibus, alieui ex bibliothecis Cosmi ut inserantur 
"eurabls. V ale.'· 
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But perhaps the most extr~rdinary produc
tion that solicited the patronage of Cosmo, was 
the Hermaphrodztus of Antonio Beccatelli, or, 
as he is usually called from Palermo, the i>lac~ 
of his ~irth, Antonio Panht>rmita Y. When the 
l'espectability and situation of Beccatelh are con· 
sidered, our surprize must be excited on finding • • him the avowed author of a productIOn so 
grossly indecent as the Hermaphroditus; when 

we 

Y Beccatelli wa, born of a respectable famtly. in '394. - . and was for some ye:lrs a pubhc professor of hl>tory and 
lettels at Pavia, where he enjoyed the protection of 
Filippo Visconti, duke of Milan, and a ~.llary of eight 
hundred gold crowns. After havmg receIved the laurel 
by the favour of the emperor Slgl~muIld, he went to the 
rourt of Alfonso, kmg of Naples, m who~e employ he 
pas~ed the rem,under of his days, hOll0ured with the office 
of his secretary~nd counsellor, and the conscant compa
nion both of his studIes and hIs mIlItary expedItIOns. 
His "~lCta et facta Aiphonsl Regis Arragonie," in four 
books, were commented on by .,Eneas Sylvius (pope 
PIUS II.), and have been frequently prinLed. HIS epistles 
and oratIOns were published at Venice m '553. His 
Hermaphrodttus IS di\'1ded mto two books, contammg short 
epigrammatic poems on a val iety of subjects. Some of 
the least exceptionable may be found at the end of his 

• " EpistollZ et Orationes," (Ven. 1553) ; and others in the 
" Carolina dluslr/urn Poetarum iTa1crum." (Vol.!l. p. J09.) 
The remaipder have been suictly confined wlthin the 
limits, of the LaurentIan Library. 

F 4 

C HAP. 
I. 

Antonao 
Beccatclil. 
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C HAP. we advert to tHe age and char"cter of Cosmo 
I. de' Medici, it is no f less extraordinary that 

he should be the patron to whom it is in
scribed. 

Beccatelli did not however escape without 
reprehension, for thus indulging, at an advanced 
age, a pruriency cl imagination not excusable 
at any time of life. Amongst others, Filelfo 
and Lorenzo Valla exclaimed againsr his licen
tiousness. Invectivef> against the amhor were 
likewise poured out from the pulpit, afld he was 
burnt in effigy at Ferrara and afterwards ;>t.. 
Milan. Valla had the charity to hope, that the 
third time the author might be burnt in his 
proper person z. Even Poggio, who in his 
FacetitZ had not confined himself within the 
strict limits of decorum, thought it necessary 

to 

Z "Declarnarono contra Ji esso, Imino dal pulp ito, 
" Bernardino do Stena, c Roberta do Leece, che In Bologna, 
Ie in Ferrara, e in Milano 10 fecero abbrucciare nelle pub • 
.. bliche piazze. Se dobbiam credere al Valla (In Facium 

" In'l1ert. II. p. 543· Ed. Basd, J 540). Non solo due volte 
" fu abbr,11ciato iI libra, rna II rltratto anrOt'a del Panor. 
t, mila: Gerle htl in ce/eherrlmlJ Ilake locis, prlmum Ferrari41 

" cum Papa Synodo adulet, Iterum Medio/ani omnzum popularum 

" frequmt,a insputante, per rm.:ginem chartauam crematUJ est. 
d 'f'ertio ptr Sf I/sum cremanduJ ut spero." 

Zmo Dlmrt. Voss. '11. i. p. 316. 
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to remonstrate with his friend Beecatelli on the 
indecency of his work, though he highly com· 
mends its elegance and latinitya. Beccatelli 
attempted to excuse his performance by the 
authority.of the ancient Gl~ek and Roman 
writers, but his reply may rather be considered 
as a repetition than as a justification of his 

• offence b. On the contrary, there were men of 
known talents who expressed their thorough 
approbation of this performance. A commend. 
atory epistle of Guarino Veronese, is prefixed 
to the manuscript copy of it in the Laurentian 

Library, 

a " Delectatus sum meherclc, varictate rerum, et 
" elegantia versuum, slmulque admlratus sum res adeo 
.. iml'udlcas, adto inepta~, tam veaste, tam composite 
" a te dici: atque Ita mult.t exprimi turpmscula, ut non 
" enarrari. sed agr vldeantur; nee fietd a te jocandi 
" cau~a. ut existimo. sed acta extimari possint. Laudo 
.. ego doctri~am tuam, jocundltatem CarmIl1IS, jocos ac 

" sales, tibique gratias ago pro portiuncula mea, qui 
" latillas musas, qua: jamdudum lllmlUm dormierunt a 
.. somno excltas. Pro chantate tamen, qua omnibus 
.. debitores sumu·, unum est quod te monere et debeo et 
" volo, ut scdicet demceps graviora quredam meditcris."
.. Scis cnim nOll llcere idem;"'obl~' qui ChrISti ani sumus, 

" quod olim poet is qui deumignorabant." 
PoggI; OJ. Ed. Bas. p. 49-

b Bmatell; Lpilt. lib. 4. p. 80. 

73 
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C HAP. Library, in 'which he defends Beccatelli, by 
I. alleging the example of St. Jerome. 

LIterary 
~arreb. 

Bessarion 
and George 
I)f Trebl
sond. 

One of the most striking, though not the 
most pleasing fl.atures, in the hist~ry of the 
fifteenth century, is exhibited in the frequent 
and violent dissensions which occurred amongst 
the most distinguished scholars of the time. 
In some instances these disputes arose between 
the chiefs of the two leading sects of philosophy; 
whilst in others the contest was more personal, 
and originated in the high opinion entertained 
by the disputants of their own respective ~tjts. 
The controvErsy between cardinal Ber.sarion and 
George Trapezuntius, or of Trebisond, was of 
the former kind. A Greek by birth, Bessarion 
had early imbibed the doctrines of Plato. Hav
ing attained tJt.l'dignity of Bishop of Nice, he 
attended in his public capacit,V the council of 
Florence, and was one of the disputants on the 
part of the Greeks. Whether Bes.;arioll was 
alarmed at the disorder! y state of his own coun
try, or whether he found himself influenced by 
the arguments of his opponent, is uncertain; 
but soon after his return to Constantinople, he 
paidc another visit to Italy, where he passed the 
remainder of his days. His lear~ing and his 
integrity recommended him to Eugenius IV. 

who 
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who in the year 1439 honoured him with the 
purple; and it has been said, that a mistake 
made by his secretary prevented him from 
obtaining the pontifical dignity.; but the futility 
of this telie of Jovius has been sufficiently ex
posed by Hody c. That he had nearly arrived 
at that honour is however certain; and his more 
fortunate competitor Pius II. endeavoured to 
console him for his disappuintment, by bestowing 
upon him the empty title of Patriarch of Con
stantinople. In the year 1468, Bessarion gave 
a f>triking proof of his munificence and love of 
iit~ture, by presenting his very' valuable collec
tion of Greek and Latin manuscripts to the state 
of Venice, to be deposited in the church of 
St. Mark. His letter to the senate on this occa
sion, gives us a most favourable idea of his 
temper and character d. George, though called 
of Trebisond, was a Cretan by bit th, who, after 
having taught in different parts of [taly, was at 
.length called to Rome by Nicholas V. and nomi
nated one of the apostolic secretaries. His arro
gant and haughty temper soon offended the 
Pope, and he was compelled to spend the 

remainder 

c Hodius de Gr4C/S illustribus, Lrmd. 1742, p. 146. It is 
however related by Mr. Gibbon. b. xii. c. 66. 

4 Lelttre di Prmcipi, '). i. p. 2. 

's 
CHAP. 

I. 



THE LIF~ OF 

C HAP remainder of his days in seeking a precarious 
__ 1_, _ subsistence in different parts of Greece and 

Italy. The dispute between him and Bessarron 
was occasioned by Theodore Gaza, who pub-.. 
lished a treatise against the Platonic ~hilosophy, 
and in commendation of the opinions of Ari
stotle, to which Bessarion opposed a temperate 
and well-written reply. Gaza, overpowered by 
the arguments, or the authority of his adversary, 
declined any further controversy; but George 
of Trebisond boldly came forward to the relief 
of the declining cause of Aristotle, and in several 
invectives against the Platonists, endeavoure"Ci- to 
throw an odium on their doctrines and their 
morals; insomuch, that there is scarc~.ly a crime 
with which he hesitates to charge them, or a 
public calamity which he does not ascribe to the 
prevalence of their system. This attack again 
called forth Bessarion, who, in his treatise" In 
Calumniatorem P latoms e ," is considen;,d as having 
obtained a complete victory over his opponent. 
Other learned Greeks then in Italy Joined in the 
debate. The Italians were indeed silent spec
tators of the controversy; but the eloquence of 
Bessarion, and the example and patr,mage of the 

Medici, 

C First printed by Sweynheim and Pannar~z at Rome 
about J470, and several times afterwards, particularly by 
Aldus in 1516. 
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Medici, overpowered the partizans· of Aristotle, 
and the Platonic academy instituted by Cosmo, 
acquired additional strength, till by the coun
tenance and support of his grandson Lorenzo, 
it arrived flI: its highest pitch ot- eminence. 

A debate of this nature, on an important 
subject, if kept within the bou~ds of decorum, 
affects not the disputants with any degree of 
opprobrium, except so far a~ it may attach to 
the erroneousness of their opinions, or the futi
lity of their arguments; but this applies not to 
th~ther kind of controversy to which I have 
before alluded, and of which the age in question 
produced frequent instances. The tnrbulent 
and vindictive temper of Filelfo has already been 
animadverted on. Unwearied in soliciting the 
favours of tht' great, he often extorted promises 
which were nev~r meant to be performed, but 
the breach of which infallibly brought down the 
weight of obis resentment. Almost all the sove~ 
reigns of Italy were suc'cessively the subject of 
his indecent satire, or his exaggerated complaints. 
He did not however escape without full retribu
tion for the abuse which he so liberally dealt 
around him. In Poggio he met with an an$ago
nist, that, if possible, exceeded him in rancour 
and scurrility. Their dispute commenced in an 
attack made by Filelfo on the character of 

flNiccolo 

C HAP. 
I. 

Poggioand 
Flielfo. 



THE LIFE OF 

C HAP Niccolo Niccoli, which, if we give credit even 
T. to his friend Leonardo Aretino, was not p~r. 

fecdy immaculate r. This gave occasion to the 
invectzvce of Poggio against Filelfo. If we for a 
moment suppose" there could have .been the 
slightest foundation for the charges exhibited 
against Filelfo if! these pieces, he must have 
been a monster of depravity. After reproach
ing him with the meanness of his birth, Poggi a 
pursues his track from place to place, succes
I:oively accusing him of fraud, ingratitude, theft, 
adultery, and yet more scandalous crimes. 
The voyage of Filelfo to Constantinople ~'1S 
undertaken to shelter himself from punish
ment. The kindness of Chrysoloras, who re
ceived him destitute and friendless into his 
house, he repaid by debauching his daughter, 
whom Chrysoloras was therefore obliged to 
bestow upon him in marriage Not satisfied 
with serious invective, Poggio has also intro
duced his adversary in his Face/ul; and Filelfo 

• will long be remembered as the original Hans 
Carvel of Prior, and La Fontaine g. The can. 

tentions 

f For a curious instance of this, see Leonardi Arctini. 
Ep. tom. ii. p. 17. 

g Mr. Warton (Essay on Pope, 'II. ii. P 68.) traces the 
genealogy of this curious tale from Poggio to ·Rabelais. 

" Who," 
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tentions of Poggio with Lorenz" Valla were 
carried on with an equal d~gree of raneour and 
licentiousness; and even his debate with Gua
rino Veronese on the comparCitive excellence of 
Scipio and Julius Cresar, was. sufficiently acri. 
monious. • By these quarrels the learned were 
divided into factions, and Leonardo Aretino, 
Poggio, Niccolo Niccoli, and 13eccatelli, were 
opposed to Valla, Niccolo Perotti, and others; 
but the leaders of these parties often disagreed 
amongst themselves, and scrupled not at times 
to accuse each other of the most scandalous 
en~mltles. As these imputations were how
ever attended by no very serious consequences, 

charity 

" Who;' ~ay~ he. " inserted it in his eighth book, and 
" tlurty-third chapLer; It was afterwards related in a 
" book called tIle 1fundred Novels. Anostu fifllshes his 
" fifth satire "Ith it. Malcspini also made use of it. 
,- Fontaine, ·who Imagined RJ.belai~ to be the inventor of 
" it, was the Sixth author who dehvered it, as our Prior 
" was the last, though perhaps not the least spirited."
Mr.Wartoll h<ld this informatIon from the Menagiana ; but 
he ha~ mi5t<lken his authority, in placing the writings of 
Rabelais bifore the well-known work of the Cent Nouvelles 
Nouvelles, which IS more ancient by nearly a celitury. 
Even Ariosto was prior to Rabdais, who was only the 
fourth amongst these Hogi of WeJltiJaly. Of this Menage 
was well aware. Menag i. 369' 

79 
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charity wouM lead us to conclude that they 
were mutually understood to be rather contests 
of skill between these literary gladiators, dian 
proofs of real . criminality in their respective 
antagonists. The life of a scholar ~is seldom 
stained by atrocious crimes; but that almost aU 
the learned men of the age should have dis
graced themselv'es by so shameless a degree of 
moral turpitude, is surely a s Jpposition beyond 
the bounds of credibility. 

Cosmo now approached the period of his 
mortal existence, but the faculties of his mind .... 
yet remained unimpaired. About twenty days 
before his death, when his strength was visibly 
on the decline, he entered into conversation 
with Ficino, and, whilst the faint beams of a 
setting sun seemed to accord with his situation 
and his feelings, began to lament tQe miseries 
of life, and the imperfections inseparable from 
human nature.-As he continued hi~.discourse, 
hir. sentiments and his views became more ele
vated; and from bewailing the lot of humanity, 
he began to exult in the prospect of that happier 
state towards which he felt himself approaching. 
Ficinp replied by citing corresponding sentiments 
from the Athenian sages, and particularly from 
Xenocrates; and the last task imposed by 

Cosmo 
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Cosmo on his philosophic atterfdant, was to C HAP. 

tr4Dslate from the Greek the treatise of that J. 

author on death \ Having prepared his mind 
to wait with composure the awful event, his next 
concern i'as the welfare of h~ surviving family, 
to whom he was desirous of imparting, in a 
solemn manner, the result of the experience of 
a long and active life. Calling into his cham-
ber his wife Contessind. and his son Piero, he 
entered into a narrative of all his public trans
actions; he gave a full account of his extensive 
mercantile connexions, and adverted to the state 
of his domestic concerns. To Piero he recom--mended a strict attention to the education of 
his sons, of w hose promising talents he expressed 
his hopes and his approbation. He requested 
that his funeral might be conducted with as 
much privacy as possible, and concluded his 
paternal exhort~tions with declaring his willing
ness to submit to the disposal of Providence 
whenever. he should be called upon. These 
admonitions were not lost on Piero, who com
municated by letter to Lorenzo and Giuliano 

the 

• This mformation we derive from the introduction of 
Ficino to his translation of that work, inserted in the 
Collectione.t COI1tli.lnil •• 

VOL. 1. G 
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C HAP. the impressioll which they had made upon his 
I. own mind 1. At the same time, sensible of his 

own infirmities, he exhorted them to consider 
themselves not as children, but as men, seeing 
that circumstanct!s rendered it necessjiry to put 
their abilities to an early proof. A physictan, 
says Piero, is hourly expected to arrive from 
Mtlan, hut, fit my own part, I place my corifi
dence in God. Either the physician did not 
arrive, or Piero's distrust of him was well 
founded, for, about six days afterwards, being 
the first day of August 1464, Cosmo died, at 
the age of seventy-five years, deeply lamented...l)y 
a great majority of the citizens of Florence, 
whom he had firmly attached to his interest, 
and who feared for the safety of the city from 
the dissensions that were likely to eUliUt: k. 

The 

i Thi~ lettel' yet remams, and gives us a very interest. 
mg account of the conduct of Cosmo shortly before his 
deJ.th. I IlJ.vC therefore lmerted it ill the AppendiX, 
from the collectIOn of F .lbroni. App. Nil. V. 

Ie In the Ricordi of Piero de' Medici is a particular 
.lccount of the death of IllS father, a cha;'acter of whom 
is there given, drawn with great truth and simplicity by 
the hand of filial affection. It is with pleasure I illu's
trate my work With the.e authentic documents. The 
family of the Medici thus become their own historians. 

App. No. VI. 
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The character of Cosmo de' Medici exhibits C" A P. 

~ combination of virtues ajd endowments rarely 
to be found united in the same person. -If in 
his public works he was remarkable for his 
magnifie&nce, he was no less~onspicuouh for his 
prudence in private life. Vvhilst in the cha
racter of chief of the Florentine republic, he 
supported a constant intercoJrse with the sove
reigns of Europe, his conduct in Florence waG 
divested of all ostentation, and neither in his 
retinue, his friendships, or his conversation, 
could he be distinguished from any other respect
ahlf citizen. He weH knew the jeafous temper 
of the Florentines, and preferred the real enjoy
ment of authority, to that open assumption of 
it, which could only have been regarded as a 
perpetual insult, by those whom he permitted 
to gratify thpir own pride, in the reflection that 
they were the equals of Co~mo de' Medid. 

In aWarding protection to the arts of archi. 
tecture, painting, and sculpture, whith then 
began to revive in Italy, Cosmo set the great 
example to those who, by their rank, and their 
riches, could alone afford tbem effectual aid. 
The countenance shewn by him to those. arts, 
was not of that kind which their professors 
generally experience from tl.e great; it was not 
conceded as a bour.ty, nor receive£! as a favour; 

G 2 but 

I. 
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C HAP. but appeared ih the friendship and equality that 
subsisted between th~artist and his patron I. In 
the erection of the numerous ,public buildings 
in which Cosmo expended incredible sums of 
money, he principally availed himse~f of the 
assistance of Michellozzo Michellozzi and Fi. 
lippo Brunelleschi; the first of whom was a 
man of talents, the latter of genius m. Soon 
after his return from banishment, Cosmo en· 
gaged these two artists to form the plan of 
a mansion for his own residence. Brunelleschi 

gave 

------------------------------------~~ 

1 Of this nature was the intercourse between Cosmo 
and Donatello. The treasures of the citizen wert' ap
plied, under the directIOn of the ~culptor, in the acqui
sition of the most beautiful specimem of anc:ent art. 
Donatello survived his patron; but Co~mo on hi, death 
recommended him to the attention of Piero his ~OIl, who 
amply provided for the wants of hi!> age. Donatelh died 
in 1466, and was buried III the church of S Lorenzo, 
adjoinlllg to the sepulchre of Cosmo, according to his 
own directions, for which he alleged as a reason, that as 
his soul had always been with Cosmo whilst living, so he 
desired their bodies might be near each other when dead. 

m Before the time; of Brunelleschi, the Italians had 
imitated in their public buildings the GnthlC structures of 
their German neighbours. He was the first who at
tempted to restore the Grecian orders 01 :ilrchitecture, 
and under his control this important branch of art 
attained a degree of perfection whicll it had not knnwn 
from the times of the ancients. 
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gave scope to his invention, and produced the 
design of a palacp. which might have suited the 
proudest sovereign in Europe; but Cosmo was 
led by that prudence which, in his personal 
accommooation, regulated an his conduct, to 
prefer the plan of Michellozzi, which united 
extent with simplicity, and elegance with can· 
venience". With the consci~usness, Brunei. 
leschi possessed also the irritability of genius, 
and in a fit of vexation he destroyed a design 
which he unjustly considered as disgraced by its 
not being carried into execution o. Having com-

pleted 

n This venerable edifice is now the residence of the 
noble family of Riccaldi, who, in the year 1659, pur
chased It from the grand duke Ferdinand II. Under 
the J.uspices of its present owner, the marquis Riccardi, 
whose extensive coHection of manuscript3 a.nd antiquities 
is open to public Illspection, this mansion yet emulates 
its ancient gJory. In the year 171$ an inscnption was 
placed in one of the fapde; of the inner court, whidl 
will be found III the Appendix, No. VII. 

II Cosmo had employed Brunelleschi in completing 
the church of S. Lorenzo, and in erecting the church and 
monastery of S. Bartolomeo, and acknowledged him, on 
all occa~ions, as the first architect of his time. After hi. 
death Cosmo also raised a mOl1nment to his memory. 

Fah. in '!Iitd C'JI. v.i. p. ISS, 

G 3 
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pIe ted his dwelling, Cosmo indulged hIs taste 
in ornamenting it with the most precious remains 
of ancient art, and in the purchase of vases, 
statues, busts, gems, and medals, expended no 
inconsiderable surrf. Nor was he less, attentive 
to the merits of those artists which his native 
place had recently produced. With Masaccio 
a better style or painting had arisen, and the 
cold and formal manner of Giotto and his dis
ciples had given way to more natural and ex
pressive compo<;ition. In Cosmo de' Medici 
this rising artist found his most liberal patron and 
protector. Some of the works of Masaccio ~re 
executed in the chapel of the Brancacci. where 
they were held in such e~rimdtioIl, thdt the place 
was regarded as a school of study by the most 
eminent artists who imm,=diately succccd~d him. 
Even the celebrated Michelagnolo, ",hen observ
ing these paintings many year~ afterwards, in 
company with his honest and loquacious friend 
Vasari, did not hesitate to express his decided 
approbation of their merits. The reputation 
of Masaccio was emulated by his disciple Filippo 
Lippi, who executed for Cosmo and his friends 
many celebrated pictures, of which Vasari has 
given a minute account. Cosmo however found 
no small difficulty in controlling the temper and 
regulating the eccentricities of this extraordinary 

character. 
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character p. If the efforts of these early masters C HAP. 

did not reach the true end of the art, they 
afforded considerable assistance towards it; and 
whilst Masaccio and Filippo decorated with 
their admired productions th~ altars of churches 
and the -apartments of princes, Donatello gave 
to marble a proportion of form, a vivacity of 
expression, to which his cOIrtemporarits ima-
gined that nothing more was wanting; nrunel-
leschi raised the gre<J.t dome of the cathedral of 
Florence; and Ghiberti cast in brass the stu-
pendou~ doors of the church 0f St. John, which 
M;chelagnolo deemed worthy to be the gates of 
paradise. 

In 

P HIS attachment to women was extreme; and If the 
favourite obJecL 1 c:iLt~d hiS aS~ldU1tic." he found ~ome 
consolatIOn in p.l.1\lting her hkene~'i. Bv tlus unconquer
able propensity his l.lbours were often mterrtlpte<l. d.nd 
an e>.pcdlep.t adopted by Cosmo to remedy It nearly cO,L 
FIlIppo hiS hfe. H.l~lOg engaged the p.1mtcr to com
plete a piece of work for h11n, Cosmo made 111m a pn
lioner in hi~ ch,![nber; but a confinement of two days 
exhau."ted the ptience of the .lrti,t. At the n"k of hiS 
life he made hiS escape through the wmdow, ,md devoted 
himself for several days to hiS pleasure5, nor lhd he return 
till sought out aad soh cited by Cosmo, who .heartlly 
repented of a proceeding wluch, however fnendly in Its 
motive, was certainly somewh<l' too arbitrary. 

G4 
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In his per~on Cosmo was tall; in his youth 
he possessed the advantage cf a prepossessing 
countenance; what age had taken from his 
comeliness, it had added to his dignity, and in 
his latter years, kis appearance was., so truly 
venerable, as to have been the frequent subject 
of panegyric q. Hi .. manner was grave and 
complacent, but ~pon many occasions he gave 
sufficient proofs that thi~ did not arise from a 
want of talentf> for sarcasm; and the fidelity of 
the Florentine hif>torians has preser "ed many of 
his shrewd observation:, and remark" r. When 
Rinaldo de' Albizi, who was then in exile, and 
meditated an attack upon his natIve place, sent 
a message to Co~mo, importing that the hen 
would shortly hatch, he replied, She WI!! hatch 

with an til grace out of ler own nest. On an~ 
other occasion, when his adversaries gave him 
to understand that they were not sleeping, I 

beheve 

q Thus Bartolomeo Scala, on a portrait of Cosmo, 
painted when he was young: 

" ~::e vera est Cosmi facies, haud vera vldetur ; 
.. Di<;simlles adeo longa senecta facit; 

" T J.lis erat quondam, quem nunc perfectior ::etas, 
co' Ex homme, increplt fingere velie drum." 

Carm. Illust. Poet. Ita!. 'II. 8. p. 489' 

, Mar. lst. Fior. lib. Vll. 
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hc/rl"Ve it, said Cosmo, I have sp~iled their sleep. 
-Of what colour is my hair? said Cosmo, 
uncovering his head, to the ambassadors of 
Venice who came with a complaint against the 
Florenti~es: White, they repiied: It will not be 
long, said Cosmo, before that of your senators 
Will be so too. Shortly before his death, his wife 
inquiring why he closed his ~yes, 'I'hat I may 
permve more clearly, was his reply. 

If, from considering the private character of 
Cosmo, we attend to his conduct as the mode
rator and director of the Florentine republic, 
our admiration of his abilities will increase with 
the extent of tIle theatre upon which he had to 
act. So important were his mercantile concerns, 
that they often influenced in a very remarkable 
deglcc the politics of Italy. When Alfonso 
king of Naples leagued with the Venetians 
against Florence, Cosmo called in such immense 
debts from those places, as deprived them of 
resources for carrying on the war'. During 
the contest between the houses of York and 
Lancaster, one of his agents in England was 
resorted to by Edward IV. for a sum of money, 
which was accordingly furnished, to such an 

extraordinary 

, Mac. lsi. F,or. M. vii. 

C HAP. 
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extraordinary amount, that it might almost be 
considered a;, the means of supporting that 
monarch on the throne, and was repaid when 
his successes enabled him to fulfil his engage
ment '. The alliance of Cosmo was sedulously • 
courted by the princes of Italy; and it was 
remarked, that by a happy kind of fatality, who
ever united theil ~Merests with his, were always 
enabled either to repress, or to overcome their 
adversaries. By his assistance the republic of 
Venice resisted the united attacks of Filippo 
duke of Milan, and of the French nation; but 
when deplived of his support, the Venetians 
were no longer able to withstand their enemies. 

With 

r La M.l1son de Medicis e'iloit \a plus grande, que je 
croy que pm,l1s ait e;tL J.U monde: car leurs serVlteurs 
& f.lcleurs ant ell tant de credit soups caul cur de ce nor'l 
de Medici", que cc scrOit merveIlIcs a crOire a ce que j'en 
ay veu en FJandres & en Angleterre. J'en ai veu un 
;)ppeie Guerard Quanvese pre"que etre occaSIOn de sou
temr Ie Roy Edot1ard Ie quart en son etat, eslant guerre 
en son royaume d' Anglcterre, & fournlf p.lr fOls au dlt 
roy plus de six vmgt mille C'iCllS: Oll II fit peu dc profit 
pour son maitre. toutes [OiS II rccouvra ses pIeces a la 
longue. Un autre ay vu nomme e appeJe Thomas Por
tnnary; estre pleige entre Ie dit roy Ed,mard & Ie due 
Chades de Bourgogne, pour cinquante mille escus, & 

Ul,C autre fois en un hen, pour qnatre vmgl mille. 
ltfem de P. de Commll;u, op. Fnbr. in 'lIlta Laurentli, 

'II .Ii. p 224. 
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With whatever difficulties Cosmo had to en- C HAP. 

counter, at home or abroad, they generally ter
minated in the acquisition of additional honour 
to his country and to himself. The e!>teem and 
gratitudl$ of his fellow-citizens were fully shewn 
a short time before his death, when by a public 
decree he was honoured with the title of Pater 

• PalntE, an appellation which was inscribed on 
his tomb, and which, as it was founded on real 
merit, has ever since been attached to the name 
of Cosmo de' Medici. 

I. 



C HAP. II. 

EARL r accomplishments of Lorenzo-Education 
-Lorenzo 'UtSltS dtfferc1l1 parts of Italy
Conduct of Plero-Consptracy of Luca P,t/i-

,Frustrated by Lorenzo-T'he eXIles instigate the 
Venettans to attack the Florentines-Battle near 
Bologna-Piero promotes tbc mterests of !earning 
-Leo BattIsta Albertt-Cristojoro Landino
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LORENZO de' Medici was about sixteen years 
of age when Cosmo died, and had at that 

time given striking indications of extraordinary 
talents. From his earliest years he had exhi
bited proofs of a retentive and vigorous mind, 
which was cultivated, not only by all the atten
tion which his father's infirmities would permit 
him to bestow, but by a frequent intercourse 
with his venerable grandfather. He owttl also 
great obligations in this respect to his mother 
Lucreti,a, woo was one of the most accom-

plilhed 

Earlyac. 
comp!J~h. 

menlo of 
T.or~.lZO, 
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pUshed wom~l of the age, and distinguished 
her~elf not only as a patrontss of learning, but 
by her own writings. Of these some specimens 
yet remain, which are the more entitled to 
approbation, as they were produced (It a time 
when poetry was at its lowest ebb in Italya. 
The disposjtion of Lorenzo, which afterwards 
gave him a peculiar claim to the title of magn!fi-

cent, 

• Several of her Laurt'i, or hymns, are print~d in the 
collection of ~acred poems by the MedIci famdy, pub. 
lished by Glonacc; at rIore'lce, 16Ro, .md 5lTICe reprinted 
<It Bergamo III l763; hut .l mu,,11 more {lVOUl J.hle 'pe
cimcn of her talent~ 1<; given hy GreswnlJelll, (Della'l.olgar 
poesla, 'l'. ill. p. 277,) who i5 of ol'il11on th<lL 5he e\.ceUed 
the greater pare of, not to <ay all, tlIe POtU, of her mne. 
Her versificatIOns of scrIpt 11 rt. hIstory, though nel'er 
printed, are noticed by LWJI Pula, ITI Ill'> lrlorgante, 
whIch poem he was mdnced to com~lcte by her encou_ 
ragement, and III which he thus ;tdvel't~ to the writmgs 
of his patroness. 

" ~ivi si Jegge dell,\ 5lla lllana 
" L'l VIta, ove II suo IIbro i: sempre apcrlo; 
.. E U1 Esdram dl Judith e dl Tobia 

" QEivl 51 rende gillsto premio e merto; 
" Qllivi 5' intende hor l' .!lta f,mtasia 
., A descriver GlO'vamll ncl deserto; 

" QEivi cantano hor gli angeli i slloi ver~l, 
co Dote il ver d' ognl co"a pno veder~i. " 

Morgante. Ed. rm. per Comin. de Trino, 1546. 
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ctnt, was apparent in his child~ood. Having 
received as a present a horse from Sicily, he 
sent the donor in return a gift of much greater 
value; and on being reproved for his profuse
ness, he .. remarked that there was nothing more 
glorious than to overcome others in acts of 
generosity. Of his proficiency in classical 
learning, and the different branches of that phi
losophy which was then in repute, he has left 
indisputable proofs. Born to restore the lustre 
of his native tongue, he had rendered himself 
conspicuous by his poetical talents before he 
arrived at manhood. To these accomplishments 
he united a considerable share of strong natural 
penetration and good sense, which enabled him, 
amidst the many difficulties that he was involved 
in, to act with a promptitude and decision 
which surprized those who were witnesses of 
his conduct; ,whilst the endowments which 
entitled him to admiration and respect were 
accompanied by others that conciliated, in an 
eminent degree, the esteem and affection of hi$ 
fellow-citizens. 

Tall in his stature, robust in his form, 
Lorenzo had in his person more the appeatance 
of strength than of elegance. From his birth 
he laboured Wider some peculiar disadvantages; 

VOL. I. H his 
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his sight was \teak, his voice harsh and unpleas
ing~ and he was totally deprived of the sense of 
smell b. With all these defects his countenance 
was dignified, and strongly indicated the mag
nanimity of his character; and the effects of his 
eloquence were conspicuous on IT any important 
occasions. In his youth he was much addicted 
to active and la~orious exercises, to hawking, 
horsemanship, and country sports. Though 
not born to support a military character, he 
gave sufficient proofs of his courage, not only 
in public tournaments, which were t~en not 
unfrequent in Italy, but aI:-o upon more trying 
occasions. Such was the \1ersatility of his 
talents, that it is difficult to discover any depart
ment of busines:-, or of amusement, of art, or 
of science, to which they were not at some time 
applied; and in whatever he undertook, he 
arrived at a proficiency which would seem to 
have required the labour of a life much longe!" 
than that which he was permitted to enjoy. 

Under the institution of Gentile d'Urbino, 
who afterwards, by the patronage of his pupil, 
became bishop of Arezzo, Lorenzo received 
tre first rudiments of his education, anJ from 
the instructions of his tutor, aided perhaps by 

the 

b Valor/us, in 'flit;; Laur. Med. p. 9. 
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the exhortations of his pious mother, acquired 
that devotional temper which is so conspicuous 

'in some of his writings c. This disposition was 
however only occasional, nor was the mind of 
Loren260 overshaded witl}. the habitual gloom of 
the professed devotee. In his hours of serious~ 
ness, or of sickness, the impressions made upon 
him by his early instructors became sufficiently 
apparent; but the vivacity of his temper often 
hurried him to a contrary extreme; and the 
levity, nut to say the licentioume~s, of some 
of his writings, is strikingly contrasted with the 
piety and seriousness of his other productions. 
The vigour of his intellect seems to have thrown 
an indiscrimin<lte lustre on every object that pre
sented itself. So various, yet so extensive were 

his 

• V.llon dwells With apparent satisfaction 011 hi~ early 
piety. "Audlvl," SdyS he, " Sa:pIUS a Gentile eJus pre
"ceptorc, cum quo et III G.llha, quum ibi legatum 
.. ageret, et III patna f.tmlhari~sime VIXI, LaurentlUm a 
" Idtere suo dlseessis~e nunquam. Die in Templo, donee 
" res dlvina per.lgcretur, permanslsse semper: noete 
" etlam secum ire solitum ad dlvi Paul! societatem, quo 
" cQnvemebant plurlml, Immortal! Deo in sobrietate et 
" vigillls ac precibus gratJas agentes: obvios· Christi 
" pauperculos eleemosyms prosequi ad unum omnes: 
" Dlhil in eo pueflle, mhil delieawul .lpparuisse." 

J7al. ", 'VIla LQur. p. S. 
H2 

99 
C HAP. 

II. 



too 

C HAP, 
U. 

THE LIFE OF 

his powers, that they are scarcely reconcileable 
to that consistency of character with which the 
laws of human nature seldom dispense d. 

In superintending the subsequent rrogress 
of Lorenzo, several other persona eminent for 
their learning coqcurred. In the year 1457, 
Cristoforo Landino was appointed by the magi
stracy of Florence to the office of public pro
fessor of poetry and rhetoric in that city, and 
was soon afterwards intrusted by Piero de' 
Medici with the instruction of his two sons. 
Between 1,andino and his pupil Lorenzo a reci
procal attachment took place; and such w"s the 
opinion that the master entertained of thf! 
Judgment of his scholar, that he is said 
frequently to have submitted his various a:1J 

learned works to his perusal and correc-

tion. 

d This peculiarity in the character of Lorenzo wa~ 
not unobserved by hi'> contemporanes. "Jam vero quo 
co unquam in llOmme tam diveIs:e inter se fuerunt partes 
" virtutum maxlmarum? ~id enim longms abest 
" quam a· gravitate fdcIlitas? Quis tamen tl;' constan
" tior? Contra vero qUiS clementlor aut lenior ~ ~lld 

" tam mirabile quam magnitudinem istdm antrni hurna
" mtatl~ condimentis temperal i I" &c. Pault Cortw; Ep: 
lid Lour. Med. ad DIal. de Homznibus doctis pref. Ed • .flor. 
1734. Vide et Val. in VItti Laur. p.14. 
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tion e. In the Greek language; in ethics, and 
. in the principles of the Aristotelian philosophy, 
Lorenzo had the advantage of the precepts of 
the learned Argyropylus f, and in those of th~, 
Platoni~ sect he was sedulously instructed by 
Marsilio Ficino, for whom he retained through 
life an unalterable friendship. But for many of 
his accomplishments he was not indebted to any 
preceptor. That exquisite taste in poetry, in 
music, and in every department of the fine arts, 
which enabled him to contribute ~o powerfully 
towards their restoration, was an endowment of 
nature, the want of which no education could 
have supplied. 

':Vith such qualificatiom, Lorenzo, soon after 
the death of his grandfather, entered on the 
stage of public life; for it was the laudable 
custom of the Florentines ~arly to habituate 
their youth to serious and important oCLupa. 

tions. 

e Band. Spree Lit. Flor. 'U. i. P 183' 

f Argyropylus Byzantius insigni fUlt et auctoritate et 
gratIa apud Cosmum Medicem, hujus filium .Petrum, 
nepotemque Laurentlum, quem non modo Grrecis literis 
sed at dtalecticls ImbUlt, eaque f'hllosophire parte qua de 
moribus przclpitur. Poillran. in Prlltln. ad Muc,//. 

H3 
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C HAP. tions. Beside~, the infirmities of Piero de' 
II. Medici rendered such a coadjutor as Lorenzo, 

was likely to prove, of great.importance [Q him. 
His domestic education being therefore com

pleted, his father Judged it expedient for" him to 
visit some of the principal courts of Italy; not 
so much for the purpmc of gratifying an idle 

• 
curiosity, as to conciliate, by a personal inter-
course, the friendship of those with whom he 
was in future to maintain a correspondence on 
matters of great moment, and to inform him
self of such local circumstance:. as might en
able him to transact the affairs of the republic 
with every possible advantage. In the year 
1465, he had an interview at Pl&a with the wn 
of Ferdinand king of Naples, Federigo, who 
after the death of his elde~t brother Alfoll~u, 
and hh nephew Federigo, succeeded to the 
crown. This pdnce wat> then on his Journey 
to Milan, to escort Ippolita, the daughter of 
Francesco Sforza, from thence to Naples, where 
~he was to marry his elder brother Alfonso, 
duke of Calabria g. At this interview some 
instances of mutual respect and attachment took 
place between Federigo and Lorenzo, which we 
shall hereafter have occasion to rt:late. 

In 

I: MuraloTl, Annall d'ltalza, 'V. IX. P 493. 



I.ORENZO DE' MEDICI. 

In the following year Lorenzo made a visit 
to Rome, where he was kindly received by 
Paul II. one of the mo<;t arrogant pontiffs that 
ever sat in the chair of St. Peter. A few mOQths 
afterwar.ds he proceeded through Bologna and 
Ferrara to Venice, and thence to Milan. 
During his absence he had frequent letters 
from his father, several of ~hich yet remain, 
and sufficiently evince tbe confidence that Piero 
placed in his son, with whom he enters into a 
detail of .Ill political occurrences, and to whom 
he transmits such letters of importance as were 
recelyed on public affairs during his absence h. 

That the respect paid by Piero to the judgment 
of Lorenzo did not ari~e from a blind partiality, 
may appear from the intercuurse that already 
subsi~ted between Lorenzo and some of the 
most celebrated scholars of the age; several of 
whom, on his occasional absence from Florence, . 
addreosed themselves to him by letter, as their 
acknowledged patron and \\-armest friend I. 

The 

h App. No. VIII. 

I Some specimens of these, which have been ijrescrved 
in the Palazzo Veccb,o J.t Florenct, and not before pub
lIshed, are given III the Appel.rlix, No. IX. The first IS 

an ertnct of an Itahan l~tter frum the celebrated LUIgi 
Pulci, the .\uthor of the Morgante, and i~ a~ strongly 

H 4 ma.Iked 

C HAP, 
II. 
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The death' of Pius II. who had preceded 
Paul II. in the pontifical chair, happened a few 
days after that of Cosmo de' Medici, and not 
long afterwards died Francesco Sforza, duke of 
Milan, who had governed that state whh great 
ability for the space of sixteen ),ears k. This 

event 

marked by affection for Lorenzo, a, by the whim,leal 
peculiarities of Its author's character. The second IS 
from Peregrino AllIo, whost Latm poellIS m th':! Carmma 
I1lust. Poet. '/Y. i. p. J 2. art a better te,tnnony of his abl. 
hties than the eJi:ag~eratcd account of IVegrz (Serztlon 

Ftorentint, p 450). "Fu mostnto 110n dato al mondo 
" questo mostril d) mgegno c dl memor!.l, aflinrhe si 
" vedesse che nel serolo de' Flcmi, de' MIl andolalll. df" 
" Benevlem, de' Barbafl, de' Polizia)1I, ingegni tutti 
.. portentosi e grandls~lmi, poteva ancora far quaklH: 
cc cosa dt piu marvaglIo~o la natura." Thi, author ;s 
mistaken in placmg the death of Allio in 1458, althoug~ 
the accurate Bandmi h,l, III thiS mstanct! adopted hi~ 

authonty. (Negn, 450. Band Spec LI/. Flor. p. 204.) 
1 have before cited the epitaph by Allin on John de' 
MedicI, the son of Cosmo, who died in J 463; and 
amongst the letters which I have procured flom the 
Pala'Zz.o VecchIO, IS one from him to Lorenzo, dated the 
25th of May 1466. That he died young may however 
be mferred from Vennl. (De II/ustr. UrblS , P 34') 

.' Tf'! panter juvenem tetric:c rapuert sorurcs : 
" Aequasses priscos, Alii Peregrine, poeta~." 

k The Sforza were a famll} of ddven.wrers. Sforza 
degli Attendogli, the father of Francesco, from the condi. 

tion 



LORENZO DE' MEDICI. 

event gave no small alarm to Piero de' Medici, 
whose family had long supported a close inti
m'acy with that of Sforza, from which they had 
mutually derived important advantages. Lo
renzo wis then at Rome, where his father 
addressed to him several letters, in some of 
which his anxiety for the peaceable establish
ment of the widow and childreh of Francesco in 
the government of Mildl1 is strongly expressed. 
By the death of so many of the Italian princes 
within so &hort a space of time, the minds of 
men began to be turned towards new commo
t;ons, particularly in Florence, where the bodily 

imbecility 

lion of a pea~ant, acquil ed such a lugh degree of mili
tary reputation, a~ enabled hl~ son, who was also a soldier 
of fortune, -to obtaJn in marriage the daughter of FilIppo 
Maria VIsconti, duke of Milan, and the Mllane~t terri
tory, at that period one of the most extenMve in Italy. as 
her portIOn, Accordmg to tradition, Sforza was em
ployed in turnmg the soil. when he was Invited by some 
of hIS cdmpanions to enter into the army. HIs determin
ation was a matter of difficulty, for the solutIOn of which 
lie resorted to his spade.-Throwing it into an oak, he 
declared that if it fell to the ground he would continue 
his labours, If It hung in the tree he would pur!>"ue hIs 
fortunes. (MUTat. Ann. '1101. IX. p. z.) He became the 
father of a Ime of princes who wen. regarded as the most 
iplendid sover("igm of Itdly, and formed aluanc(ls with 
the chief famlhe~ in Eur'Jpe. 

lOS 

C HAP. 
II. 
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imbecility of 'Piera gave ground:: to hope that a 
vigorous attempt to deprive the house of Medici 
of its influence might be crowned with success. 
Nor was the conduct of Piero, on his succession 
to the immense inheritance of hi; fath~r, calcu
lated to strengthen the friendship of those whom 
Cosmo had attached to his intere~t. Appre
hensive that his' commercial concerns were too 
widely extended, and prompteu by the trea
cherous advice of Dietisalvo Ner'clUi, a man of 
ability and intrigue, who owed his fOl tunes to 
the protection and generosity of CO'lmo, he 
began indi:,criminatdy to collect the sums of 
money which his father had advanced to the 
citizens of FlQrence. The result was such as 
Neroni expected. Those who were friends of 
the father became enemie') of the son; lnd hfld 
not Piero discovered the snare, and desisted 
from such rigorous proceedings, he might too 
late have found, that in supporting the character 
of the merchant, he had forgotten that of the 

statesman. 

Amongst the number of opulent and aspiring 
citizens who had reluctantly submitted to the 
superior talents of Cosmo de' Medici, was Luca 
Pitd; whose name has been transmitted to 
po~terity as the founder of the magnificent 
palace which has for some centuries been the 

residenca 
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residence of the sovereigns of Tuscany. The C HAP. 

death of Cosmo, and the infirmities of Piero, II. 

afforded an opportunity that Luca conceived to 
be highly favourable to his ambitious pur-
poses I. Having formed a combination with the 
powerful family of the AcciaJuoli, he attempted, 
in conjunction with them, {o ~upplant the au
thority and destroy tIle influence of the Medici, 
with the magistrates and council of Florence. 
Being defeated in their exertions, they resoned 
to more violent methods, and resolved upun the 
assassination of Piero de' Medici; believing, 
that if they could succeed in such a project, his 
sons were too young to occasion any formidable 
opposition to their "iews. Debilitated by the 
gout, Piero was generally carried in a chair by 
his domestics from his house at Careggi to his 
residence at Flurcnce. Having received inti
mation of an irttended commotio!1, <lnd being 
alarmed at the sudden approach of Ercole d'Este, 
brother of Borso, marquis of Ferrara, whom 
the conspirator~ had engaged to enter the terri
tories of the republic, at the head of 1300 

f;avalry, he conceived his presence to be neces .. 
sary in Florence, and accordingly set out from 
Careggi, accompanied only by a few attend-

ants. 

J .Amm. lsi. Flor. v. ill. p. 93. 
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ants m. Lorenzo, who had left Careggi a short 
time before his father, was surprized to find the 
road to the city beset by armed men, and imme
diately suspecting their purpose, dispatched one 
of his followers to him with duecti6ns to pro
ceed by a more retired and circuitous path, 
whilst taking himself the direct road, he in
formed those who inquired with apparent anxiety 
for his father, that he was following at a short 
distance; by which means Lorenzo n:scued his 
father from the impending danger, and gave a 
striking proof of that promptitude of mind 
which so eminently distinguished him on many 
subsequent occasions. 

The suspicions that fell upon Luca Pittt and 
his party, induced the conspirators to abaudon 
their design of open violence; and the intrigues 
of the politician were again substituted for the 
dagger of the assassin. Encouraged by the sup
port of the marquis of Ferrara, they daily in
creased in numbers and audacity, but when an 
open contest between the 0pposlte parties was 
hourly expected, and the citizens apprehended a 
renewal of those sanguinary commotions, from 
which, under the guidance of the Medici, they 

had 

on Val. in 'l,ita Laur. p. 10. 
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had been a long time exempted, Luca suddenly 
withdrew himself from his party, and effected a 
reconciliation with the Medici. Several of the 
malcontents followed his example, and their 
desertion gave a decided superiority to the cause 
of Piera, which was also most opportunely 
strengthened by the appearanc~ of a body of 
cwo thousand Milanese troops, that kept in awe 
the army of the insurgents, and frustrated the 
hopes founded on its assistance. The friends of 
the Medici f.tiled not to take advantage of this 
favourable concurrence; Piero Acciajuoli and 
his two sons, Dietisalvo Neroni, and two of his 
brothers, and Niccolo Soderini, with his son 
Geri, were declared enemies of the state, and 
condemned to b,mishment n. The archbishop 
of Florence, who had taken a decided part 
against the Meuici, retired to Rome. A few 
other citizens, ul,lable to support their disgrace, 
adopted a voluntary eXile; but the kindness of 
Lorenzo allayed the apprehensions of the greater 
part of the conspirators, and rendered them in 
future more favourable to his interests.-He 
only knows how to conquer, said Lorenzo, whfJ 
knows how to forgive 0. 

ThQugh 

" Amm. 1st •• 'f.wr• 'V. I i. p. 99' 

o Val. In VIta, p. I I. Fabr. in vita Laur. 'II. i. p. 22. 

C HAP. 
II. 



IIp 

C HAP. 
n. 

THE LIFr. OF 

Though t:xempted from the fate of the other 
leaders of the faction, Luca experienced a ,pu
nishment of a more galling and disgraceful kind. 
From the high estimation in which he had before 

been held, he fell into the lowe!.r stat-e of degra
dation. The progre:-s of his m<lgnificem palace 
was stopped; the populace who had formerly 

• 
vied wirh each other in gIving assi~tance, refused 

any longer to labour for him; many opulent 
citizens, who had contributed costly -articles and 
materials, de01anded them back, alleging that 
they wcre only lent. The remainder of his 
days was passed in obscurity :llld neglect, but 
the extensive mamion which his pride had 
planned, btill remains to give celebrity to his 
name p. 

The 

P Il is descrving of rem,lrk that M.lchl3.vellt is mIs

taken not only m the period he a~slgns fO! the commence
ment of this bUlldmg, but in the motlves that led to It. 

After rcl.ltlllg the ~llcce"flll Illterpo<;ltIon of LUC.l Pllt! 
in the affairs of the republiC. III the )e,lr 1453, by which 
he rose to great enunence, ,lOd obtallled a reward from 
hi" fellow-cltl7Cm, which was suppo~ed to amount to 
20,000 ducdt<;, he adds, (HlSt. lib VII.) "Donde cgli 
" saIl in tanta rlputatlOue che non Co"mo rna Messer 
" Luca la Cltta goverm.v,l. Da che eglt venne III tanta 
" confidanza, ch' eglt incC'minclo due eddied. l'uno a 
" Flrenze, l'altro a Ruclano, luogo proplnquo un miglio 

U alIa 
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The defection of Luca Pitti, and the conse
quent establishment of the authority of the 
Medici in Florence, have been uniformly attri
buted by the Florentine historian~ to the abilities 
and prugencc of Lorenzo; who, instead of 
resorting to forcible opposition, employed. his 
own eloquence, and the influence of his friends, 
in subduing the resentment ofh:s adversaries, and 
particularly of Luca Pitti, whose versatile dispo
sition fluctuated a long time between the remon
strances of his associates, and the pacific repre
bentations of Lorenzo. A short time previous 
to tlm contest, Lorenzo had paid a visit to 

Naples, 

" alla Cltta, tutti ~uperbl et regil; rna quello della Cltdl 
" "I tuttn maggIOre chc .llcun' altro che da prIvato Cltta
" dlllo fino a que! giOillO fmse stato edlficato." It i5 
however cert.!in, ',hat both these pal.tct.> were designed, 
and in part executed, by Filippo Brunelleschi, who Jicd 
L:l 1446, seven years before the event related by Machia
velli took place. (Vasart tTl vIta dt Pdtppo.) "Ordlllo 
OJ ancor FIlIppo a M. Luca PlttI, fuor della porta it 
" S. Nlccolo dl FIOrenza, Jll un luogo detto Rucl.lno un 
" ricco e magnifico palaz70; rna non gld d gran pezza 
" simile a quello che per 10 mede,imo COmIIlCH) III Fi
" renze, e condusse .tl secondo finestrato, con tanta gran
.. dez7a et maglllficenza, che d' opera To,cana,' non si 
" e ancor veduta iI pill raro, ne il piu maglllfico." This 
palace was afterwards purchased by Leonora of Toledo, 
wife of Cosmo I. duke of Florence, and was completed 
under the directions of I3artolomeo Ammanati. 

III 
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Naples, probably with a view of influencing the 
king to countenance his cause, in case the dissen
sions at Florence, which were then a subject of 
alarm, should terminate in an open rupture. 
The magnanimity of his conduct, c;.S well in 
defeating this formidable conspiracy, as in his 
lenity towards his enemies, extended his repu~ 
tation throughout Italy. No sooner was the 
result known at Naples, than Ferdinando ad
dressed to him a letter strongly expressive of 
admiration and esteem; which being the testi
mony of a monarch whose character for sagacity 
and political knowledge was superior to that of 
any other potentate in Europe, must have been 
highly gratifying to the youthful ambiti')n of 
Lorenzo q. The success of Lorenzo in this 
critical business increased also the confidelJce 
which his father had before placed in him, and 
from this time he was intrusted with a consider
able share in the conduct of the republic, as 
well as in the management of the extensive 
private concerns of the family. But if the pru
dence of Lorenzo was conspicuous in defeating 
:bis adversaries, it was more so in the use he 
made of his victory. He well knew that huma
nity and sound policy are inseparable, and either 

did 

q This letter will be found in A pp. No. X. 
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did not feel, or wisely suppressed, that vindictive 
spirit which civil contests seldom fail to excite. 
" I have heard from my brother Filippo," says 
Valori, " that upon his introducing to Lorenzo, 
" for tpe purpose of reconciliation, A~onio 
"Tcbalducci, who had by different means 
" attempted his ruin, Lorenzo, obsen ing that 
" my brother hesitated in requesting his indulg
" ence towards an a vowed enemy, said to him 
" with great kindness, I should owe you,no obltga
" tlOn, FtlIPPO, for zntroducmg to nu a friend; but 
" by eOn'ucrt1llg an enemy tnto a friend, you have 
" JrJllC l11C a ./uvrJur, which I hO/,e JOlt w:ll a.r 

" often as pomblc repeat." 

The exiled party, which consisted principal1y 
of men of abIlities and intrigue, soon began to 
stir up new commotions. But Agnolo Accia. 
juoli, who had retreated only to Sienna, WaS 

desirous, befOl'e he engaged in further opposi
tion, of trying whether a reconciliation with the 
Medici yet remained practicable. His letter to 
Piero on this subject, and the answer it occa
sioned, al e yet extant r. Many of the oth~r 

. " conspltators 

r M.1chl:J.vdli informs m tit-It AgnoJo withdrew to 
Naples, and profe,>sc~ to eire the pJ.,ticuJ.trs of the letters 
between hIm alld Plero. The accuracy of thi. hIstorian 

lOL. I. mar 
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conspirators retired to Venice, where they ex
erted their utmost endeavours to exasperate that 
formidable state against their countrymen. This 
attempt might have failed of success, had they 
not, ill seeking to gratify their private res~ntment, 
flattered the ambitious aims of the Venetians on 
the rest of Italy. With this view they insinu
ated to the senate; that the support given by the 
Florentine!>, under the influence of Cosmo de' 
Medici, to France~co Sforza, had enabled him 
to defend his states against their pretensions, and 
prevented their pos5essing themselves of all 
Lombardy. These representations had their 
full effect. Under the corf1mand of Bartolomeo 
Coglione, ons: of the most celebrated com
manders of the time, a considerable army was 
collected for the purppse of attacking the states 
of Florence. Several of the Italian princes 
joined in person the standard of Bartolomeo, 
and amongst others Ercole d'E3te, Alessandrc 
Sforza prince of Pesaro, the lords of Forli~ 
of Faenza, and Mirandula; insomuch that 
this army was not more formidable for its 

numbers, 

molY appear by comp:l.1 Ill'; the authentic lettel 5 publt,hcd 

in the Appendix, from the collection of Fabroni, with 

the reclt.!l of them by Macluavtlh in the 7th book of Ius 
history App. N(J. XI. 
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numbers, than respectable for the rank and the C HAP. 

talents of its leaders. II. 

Nor were the Florentines in .the mean time 
ignorant of the intended hostilities, or inattentive 
to their own defence. Besides the support 
derived from the duke of Milan, the king of 
Naples sent his son Federigo with a powerful 
reinforcement to their assistance. Galeazzo, 
the young duke of Milan, Joined the army in 
person, as did also Giovanni Bentivuglio, prince 
of Bologna; and the command of the whole 
was intrusted to Federigo count of Urbina·, 
whose character as a soldier was not inferior to 
to that of Coglione. The adverse forces ap
proached each other near Bologna, but no great 
alacrity was shewn on either side to begin the 
engagement. Wearied with apprehensions, and 
sinking under, the expence of supporting so 
numerous an army, the Florentines began to 
complain of the indecisive conduct of their 
general, which they at length understood was 

chiefly 

• " PrinCipe dl accorgimento e di valare no;t ordi. 
" nario; per cui da tutti I pill potent I sovrani d' ltaha. 
" era a gara nchlesto per conJurre Ie lora truppe, e 
" accolto co' I pilI slDgolari anorl." 

T,yali. Storia iklla Lett. Ita/. 'II. vi. parl~ i. p. 13. 

I Z 

13artle near 
Bologna. 
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chiefly to be attributed to the duke of Milan, 
who reserving to himself great <luthority, and 
having little experience in military affairs, threw 
continual obst.,cles in the way of the chief COIU
mander. A message was therefore dispatched 

to the duke, requesting his prest'nce in Flo
rence, where he soon after arrived, and took 
up his residence in the paiace of the Medici t. 
The count of Urbina being freed from this 
restraint, -or having no apology for IonE'er delay, 
attacked the advanred guard of the enemy, 
under the command of Alessandro Sforz~. The 
engagement soon became general, and conti
nued from noon till evening. Mach:avelli 
assures us, that at the close of the battle both 
parties kept the field, that not a soldier lost his 
life, and that only a few horses were woundeJ, 
and some prisoners taken; but historians of 
more veracity have given a different relation 1. 

It 

t L' anna 1467 dl LllgFo, CI venne Ii duca G,llea77o 
dl MILmo, ch' er.l 111 campo contra B.lrlolomru da Ber
gamo, 111 Romagna, che ve,',lv,t 10 stato nosrro, e alJog
gio III casa nm.trol, che CO'I volle, bcnche dalJa <Ignoria 

gh fussc ~tata app,lrccchl.ito In Santa Mal13 novella_ 

Rlcordl til Loretlzo, m A}l' liTo. XII. 

U Platina, (I quote the Italian translatIOn,) In refer. 
ence tel thiS battle, says, " ~elli, ch'ln questa batta
" gli.l ~i retrovarono, dicono che nel eta nostra la mag-

" glOr 
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It is however certain, that no important conse
que!lce~ resulted from a contest that had excited 

so much expectation. Thl? troops shortly after

wards withdrew into their winter-qllarters~ which 

afforded the Florentines an opportunity, by the 
mediation of the marquis of I;errara, of nego
tiating for a peace. This was accordingly 

effected without any stipulation being introduced 
on the part of the exile!>; and thu~ the storm 

which seemed for a whIle to threaten the destruc
tion of the Florentine state, after hdving been 

repressed in its first fury, gradually abated, and 
at length settled in a perfect calm. 

Although Piero dt' Medici was inferior in 
talent~ both to 111:> far her CO~IllO and his son 
Lorenzo, yet he gave repe.lted proofs of a strong 

attach-

" gtOl lion SI \"cdc:sse, c \ I monrollo moltt." (Plat 'V. I. 

p.44R. Vm 1774-) And Ammu',lto e;.ples~ly inform') 
m, III ulr<;:ct contradictIOn to Machl.velll, who, S,lY5 he, 
" ,cherncnJo, come eglr suol f.lf, quell'l mdl/I.I, dice ehe 
" non VI morl muno," th.lt bf)Lh d.1 mles [ought with 
grc,],t coul'd.ge, thaL accordmg to the most moderate 
.Iccounts 3UO mUl .llld 400 hOI ,cs Were 1(lIlLu; that 
,mother account ,tateJ "the 10>5 ,It 800, and J.~othcr at 
1000 men He d.bo cltcs the V cnetian hl">tory of Sabel
lIeo, who dClwmmatcs thiS a \pry bloody engagemenr. 
" COSI,' say, he, " slamo tr .I.5CUraU a ~apcr 1.1 venta 
" ddle LOS~." Amm. 'lJ. 1\1. p. 102. 

I 3 
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attachment to the cause of letters, and continued 
an hereditary protection to those men of learn
ing who, under the patronage of his father, 
had arisen in, or been attracted to Florence. 
In the year 1441 he had been engaged in pro
moting a literary contest in that city, by pro
posing a premium for the best poem on a given 
subject. The reward of the victor was to be a 
co'ronet of silver imitating a laurel wreath. The 

secretaries of the pope were appointed to decide 
upon the merits of the candidates. Splendid 
preparations were made. Several competitors 
appeared, and publicly recited their poems; 
but the laudable intentions of Piero were de
feated by the folly or the knavery of the ecde
l>iastics, who gave the prize to the church of 
S. Maria, pretending that the merits of the 
pieces were so nearly equal that a decision wa;; 
impossible. This absurd determi.nation occa
sioned great dissatisfaction to the Flor~ntines, 
and was plobably considered not only as ob
liquely satirizin~ the candidates, but the city 
itself v. 

The 

v These poems arc h(lwever yet preserved in the Lau
rentian hbrary, PLUTo xc. cod. xxxviii. The subject IS 

FrundJhtp. The dended candidates were Michele di 
Nofen, Francesco AltobIanco, Antonio Allio, after-

wards 
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The coadjutor of Piero de' Medici on this 
occasion was the celebrated Leo Battista Alberti, 
who, independent of hi\; extraordinary talents 
as an artist, deserves particular notice as one of 
the earliest scholars that appeared in the revival 
of letters w. He first distinguished himself by 
his Latin comedy intitled PhtlodoX10S, copies of 
which he distributed amongst his friends, as toe 
work of Lepidus, an ancient Roman poet. 
The literati were effectually deceived, and be
stowed the highest applauses upon a piece which 
they conceived to be a precious remnant of 

antiquity. 

wards bl,llOP of Flcsole, Mallono Ddvdn/.ni, Anselmo 
Calderolll, and France.co M.llecJ.rlll. Pozzetti. some
what unfortunJ.tely, denomin.ltes th, .. contest TI]e trtumph 
if itlerature. (v J. B. AlbertI, laud. a Pompl/u) Pazzelt" 
fto 1'lor. 1769') 

W Alberti was of a noble famIly of Florence, but W.lS 

born at Vel1lce III 1404' In his youth he WJ.S remarkable 
for hi. agility, so ength, and skill III bodily exercises. 
An unquenchable tlllr,lof knowledge posse •• ed him from 
his earliest years. In the IC.lrned loinguoige~ he made a 
speedy and uncommon profiCiency, and had perhaps a 
mOl e general acquamtance With the sCiences thJ.n .tny 
man of that age. Of tIl the fine arts lle had a thorough 
and Fractlcal knowledge; and as a pamter, a: sculptor, 
but particularly a~ an architcrl, obtamed no ~mall ~hare 
of celebrity. 

Va.rorl, VIta di AIJ,erti. L. B • .AU laud. P PQ'1.z.~/fI, ul sup. 
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antiquity. It first appeared about the year 
1425, when the rage for ancient manuscripts 
was at its height, and Lepidus for a wnile took 
his rank with Plautus and with Terence x. As 
Alberti advanced in years, he turned his atten· 
tion to practical knowledge, and the present 
times are indebted to him for many useful and 
amusing inventions Y. In his Latin treatises, 
which have been tram.lated into Italian by 
Cosima Bartoli, and published u~der the name 

of 

x TIm p,ece Wol> wlltten by AlbertI dUllllg the con

finement of sld..nu", occ.moned by too clo,e an .lpphca

lIOn to study It W.I~ prmteu III the sULceedIllg century 

b) the} oUllger Aldo 1\LlIlllllO, who hold p,o,lIred a 

manu,cript c<>pv, and not aW.lre of the deception, gl avc:y 
confe,<,e, III the procme 1m 'gnor:1l1ce of Lep/{/us the 

Roman poet. 

Y On the .IUlhOl-ity ()f VolSlrl we m.ly.lltrIbute to 
AlbertI t h" JI'L<)very of the Camera oscura, though that 
Jll\CntloIl I gellcI.dly gIven to GI.l;nl .. '11 La POrLa ill the 

succeedmg- century "I:.mllo 1+37 trov" per via d'nno 
" strulllcnto II ml'do dl lUCid a] e Ie prospctt;\'e ndturdlt et 
" dlTlllnUII e Ie fig-ure," &c. (Vasarz, m 'VIta ,it AlbertI, da 

Eoflun, Fir. J 77 J) TIle mvcIltym or the r>jltlf'al ma
eMIl(. h r, c,JllbltlDg dr.n\"lDg~ so as to Imitate nature, is 
jIldl~putably dll~ to hun "Opel.1 ex Ip~a artL pmgemh 
" dFecll malldlt.l, et spect.ltonbns mcreJlbdu, qu.c qui. 
" J.lIn p.lr"d m c.ipsa condll,a pmIllum per foramen 
"ost~nderct. Vldlsses Ilhe m()J1te~ maximo5," &c. 

A/b. 'VIla, ab Anonyma ap. f7asarl, ut :up 
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of Opuscoli Morali, he appears as am author on 
a great variety of subjects, but he is better 
known by his treatise on architecture, which 
has been translated into many ldnguages. Nor 
ought it to be forgotten, that Alberti made an 
attempt to reconcile the measure of the Latin 
distich with the genius of his native tongue, in 
which he has been followed by Claudio Tolomei, 
and other writer~ z. 

The reputation of Alberti as an architect, 
though it deservedly stands high in the ei>tlma
tion of postenty, must however be con~idered as 
inferior to that of Fihppo Brunelleschi, who is 
the true father of the art in modern rimes. 
Vasari expres~es his disapprobJ.tion of some 
part of the labours of Alberti. His paintings 
were nut numerous, nor on a large scale; nor 

did 

Z Of thiS V,lsan has preserved the followmg speci-
men: 

" ~csta per e,trem 1 ml,cr.lhtlc plstola m.mdo, 
" Ate, che sp"cgi 1l1iscramente nOl." 

Some of the sonnet, of Albeni ,1fe yet extant, and 
arc pllnted With those of Burchlcllo, With whom he 
,cem, to have been on terms of mtim.lcy; and Po'z7etti, 
who h,15 lately fHoured the publIc With a very full 
account of thl, extraordmary man, has also pointed out 
several of his pc,etlcal pieces, which are yet preserved iK 
ddferellt lIbraries of It.uy. 
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did he in this branch of art arrive at great 
practical perfection, which, as Vasari" observes, 
is not much to be wondered at, as his time was 
mostly devoted to other studies. His principal 
merit is certainly to be sought for in his useful 
discoveries, and his preceptive writings. He 
was the first author who attempted practical 
treatises on the arts of design, all of which, 
but more particularly his treatise on archi
tecture, are allowed to exhibit a pIofound know
ledge of his subject, and will long continue 
to do honour to his memory. 

Had all the other profe~~ors of letters been 
silent as to the merits of Piero de' Medici, the 
applauses bestowed on him by Cristofaro Lan
dino would alone be sufficient to rescue his 
memory from neglect. Landino had indeed 
every motive of gratitude to t~e family of his 
patron. He \\-as born a Florentine, and being 
early disgusted with the study of the civil Jaw, 
devoted himself to that of poetry and polite 
letters. In pursuing hIS inclinations he had the 
good fortune to find the road that led him to 
honour and to affiuence. The bounty of a 
private friend supported him through the early 
part 'of his education, to which the finances of 
his family were inadequate, and the munificence 
of COSInO de' Medici LOmpleted what the kind-

ness 
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ness of Angelo da Todi had begun. His pro
ficiency in the Greek language was remarkable, 
even at a period when the stlldy of it was in its 
highest vigour, and immediately supplied from 
its native fountain. The philosophy of Aristotle, 
and the dogmas of the stoics, had early engaged 
his attention; but from his intercourse with the 
Medici, fnd his intimacy with Ficino, he after
wards became a decided partisan of the new 
philosophy, and WClS among the few learned 
men whom Ficino thought proper to consult on 
his translation of the wor ks of Plato. The Latin 
elegies of Landino· bear ample testimony to the 
virtues, the liberality, and the accomplishments 
of Piero de' Medici, whom he constantly ho
nours with the appellation of his Mrecenas, and 
seems to have selected from the other indivi
duals of that illustrious family, as the object of 
his particular att:ection and veneration. 

If we consider the numerous testimonies 
that remain of the liberality of Piero de' Medici 

C HAP. 
If. 

Piero pa
trom(es 
other eml-

to nent soho-

a To these poems Landino prefixed the name of 
Xandra, being the dIminutIve of Alessandro, the appella
tion of his poeticd.l mistress. Thi~ work has not been 

.published; but the CanonIco BanJml has given us some 
extracts from it in hI> Spec. Lit. Flor. 'l) i. p. 110, &c. 
The prefatory verses to hIS second book, addressed to 
Plero de' MedICI, are gil'en in the Appendix, No. XIII. 

~rs. 
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to men of learning, and advert at the same time 
to the infirm state of his health, and the !>hort 
period during which he enjoyed the direction of 
the republic, we shall not hesitate in aBating ro 

him a distinguished rank amongst the early 
promoters of letters. To Piero, .Benedetto Ac
c( hi addressed, in terms of high commendation, 
his history of the wars between the christians 
and the infidels b, a work of comiderable histoti
cal credIt, and whie h, in the succctdl11g cen
tury, served as a gllidc to Torquato rasso, in 
his immortal poem the GeruJalcJll1J1e l:berala '. 

An 

b Thl, work, written 111 Latm, was first prin"ed at 
Vf.nlCe 111 1532, agalll, at Ba~d, 1544, and ,It Florence, 
I Gz 3 ; the last-mentIOned edition bemg accompaIlled by 
the anllot.1tlOlI> of Thoma, Dempster, a Scotchman, anc 
professor of humalllty in the college of Bologn,l It W)S 

transl.ltcd lIllO Greek hy lrone Duc.1~, and printed at 
Pans III 1620; and Illto Italian by FI"ancc,co Baidelh. 
and published by GlOllto at V ClllCC III 1549. 

Zeno. Dm. Voss. 't'. i. P.103' 

e Accolti I, not le5s celebrated as a c.vlhan th.1n J.S a 
polite ,cho]ar. He was born ,It Arezzo III 1415, whence 
his mual appellatIOn of Benedetto AI et'lla Havmg 
been s'cnt on .tn emh,v,sy flOm that place to Florence, h.:: 
took up his residence there, .Ind In the year 1459 r,ue· 
cecded POgglO Br.1cclohnt .b serret,lry to the lcpubhc, 
in willch ofllce he contll1ued till IllS death, III 1466. 
BeSides 1m hIstory, he is the author of a dl.1logm, IIItl-

tIed, 
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An uninterrupted friendship wbsisted between 
Piero and the cdebrated Donato Acciajuoli, 
who imcribed to him ~cvfral of his learned 
works d. The Laurentian library contains many 
similar instances of the gratitude and observance 
of the scholars of the time. Amongst those 
deserving of more particular notice is Francesco 
Ottavio, who dedicated to Piero his poem Dc 
uetu poetarum, in which he hesitates not to 
represent his patron as surpassing the example 
of his fath,r, in his attention to the cause of 
literature, and in his kindness to its pro

fessors '. 

No sooner was the city of Florence restored 
to peace, and the dread of a foreign enemy 
removed, than· the natural disposition of the 
inhabitants for <;plendid exhibitions began to 
revive. Amongst other amU3t:ments, a tourna-

ment 

-- ---------------------
tIed, De prd!stantia 'Virorum sui d!'VI, 1l1scribcd to C05mo de' 

MedicI, "hlch was fir,t pruned \l1 [689' P,mlo Cortesi, 
a severe censor, allvws that hiS hl~tory 15 a work of great 
II1dustrr, and 1:hat [t throw,> coIlSIderable light on a very 
dtfficult subject. 

Zeno. DISS. Voss. 't' i. P 16..\-. Cortes. de hom. dOCI. 
p.22. 

cI Band. Cat. }j,b Laur. 'V. 11. p. 554-. 748. 

• This poem is pub:l,hed in the Cart/lin a /lIustr. Poetar. 
hal. 'V. vii. p. I. 

C H .... P. 
11. 
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1.11Ihano. 
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C HAP. ment was held, in which Lorenzo de' Medici 
bore away the prize, being a helmet of silver, 
with a figure of Mars as the crest. In another 
encounter Giuliano had equal succel-s with his 
brother. These incidents are the mOl e entitled 

II. 

• 
to our notice, as they have give~ rise to two of 
the most celebrated Italian poems of the fifteenth 
century, the Gtostra if Loren::;Q dc' Medtct, 
by Luca Pulci, and the GlOstra if G1UitU1l0 de' 
MedICi, by Angelo Politiano. 

At what particular time these c\'em'S took 

place, and whether the two bruthers sighalized 
themselves on the same, or on dJilerent oeca-
sions, has been rendered doubtful by the inaaen
tion and discordant relations 'of different writers, 
who have directly or incidentally adverted to 
this subJe<-t. Amongst these, Machiavelli has 
misinformed f, and Paulus Jovius confused hi~ 

readers. 

f If we believe Machl.lvelh, tIllS eXlllLltlon took pl.lce 
m 1465, (at which tune Loren/o was only seventeen 
years of age,) and wa<; Illtended merely to tUt n the atten
tion.f the people from the affairs of state- "Per tal 
"via .:tdunque questo OtIO, e dare che pensarc a gli huo-

." mml qu,Jlchc co.sa che lev.ls<;ero 1 pemleri dello stato, 
" sendo gla passato l' an no ehc C()slmo era marta, pre
" sera occa.lOne, da che fusse bene r allegrar la Cltta, c:: 

"ordmarono due feste (secondo l' altre che III quella 

" clttd 
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readers g. Of the authors who have followed C HAP. 

them, some have employed themselves III com. II. 

paring 

" citta si f.mno) solennissime. Una ch'e rappresentava 
" qnando i tre magi vennero d' Oriente dletro alii stella 
" che dlmo,trava la natlvita di Christo; la quale era di 
" tanta pompa et si mag III fica, che III ordlllaria e farIa, 
" teneva pill me~1 occn patol tutta la Cltta. L' altra fil 
" uno 'to rni amento dove i priml giovani della citta 51 esser
" CHarono mSleme COl pill nommatl cavallteri d' ltalia ; 
" e tra i glOvam fiorentlm II plU riputato iu LOI enzo, 
" pnmo gemto dl Plero, II quale non per gratia. rna per 
" proprIO wo valore ne rlporto II pllmo honore." 

Mac. Hut. lib. vii. 

g In nis dogies JOVIUS adverts to the Giostra of 
Lorenzo. as pnor to th'lt of GIUliano. "Pohtianus a 
" pnma statim ]uventa admirabilis mgemi nomen adeptus 
., c>l. cum novo Illustrique poem ate. Juliani Medicis 
" equcstre~ ludos celebrol>set; Luca Pulclo nobili poet a 
"ommum confes,ione superato, qUi Laurpntu fratrui 
.. ludlcrum equestrIs pugme spectacu]um, lIsdem mOILs 
.. et numens decantarat," &c. I" Elog 'Vir. doel. But 
in hiS life of Leo X. he directly contradicts his o .... n eVI
dence. Speakmg of the tournolmellt of GIUliano, he 
~ay~: "EJus gloriosi laborls prremlUm fUlt triumphus 
"Politiani dlVllli poetre carmimbus celebratus. Nec 
" multo post Laurentllls, ut fraterms laudlbw. ~quaretur. 
"noyum spectacuJum periculo.isslmre pugnre edidlt • 
.. HUJus quoque SpCClOcl~~iml ce.rtamllllS memoriam 
" PUlclU'i Ipse, Pohtlani remlllu~. perJucundo edlto poe
" mate sempittrll<lm fecit." 

JO'/)illl, in 'VIla Leo"il X. ,,~. i. 
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paring or contesting these varia 18 authorities h, 

whilst others have gone a step further, and 
ingrafted their own absurdities on the errOl s of 
their predecessors', Even amongst those who 
are entitled to a greater share of attention, 
Fabroni has decided wrong k, and Menckenius, 
after a full inquiry into all previous testimony, 
confesses his inability to decide at alII, In 
solving this difficulty, it might have been ex
pected that recourse would have been had, in 
the first instance, to the internal cv;dencc of 
the poems themselves, by whi"::1 all uoubts on 

the 

I. Bayle cites these dIfferent pasqges of JO\LU" hut,;]<, 

usual, leave, hIS reader to form hI, (l\\ n Jud-Sment upon 
them Diet HlSt, Art Pol,tun. Vide Bo!srardum In .Glug. 
'VIr. doct. f.1 Jo. Mich. Brutum In Hut. Floro. lib. 11. ap. 
Bayle. 

I V lnlla~ and Balliet The forme-r of v hom gIves an 

account of the poem of Polltl.1no, suffiCIently absurd to 
afford .Imusemcnt to the I'eader, the SUbSl,ll1Ce of which 

h.I' heen adopted by the latter. Anec. de Flor. p. 194 
Jugemens ~e Sa vans, v. v. p. 29. 

k F abroni pbces this event before t~e conspiracy of 

I.llca Pitt!, and the attempt on the lIfe of Piero de' 

Mcdlc~. Laur. M.ed. Vita, v. I. p. 20. 

1 " Scriptorem qUt hunc eJ..solvat nodmTI, ego qll1dem 
" scio mIlium. Certt .hl-eo holC 1Il re D1Illi definirc audeo," 
&c. ilfencl. In vIta Poiztialli, p. 4+' 
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the subject would have been effectually removed; 
but Menckenius had never seen even the poem 
of Politiano, though it is of much more common 
occurrence than that of Pulci m; and Fabroni, 
with the poem of Pulci before him, has sufftred 
himself to be betrayed into an anachroni:.m by 
the authority of Machiavelli. In the poem last 
mentioned, not only the year, but the precise 
day on which the tournament of Lorenzo took 
place, is particularly specified. This appears to 
have been the seventh of February 14 68 n, at 
which tillle he was in hi:; twentieth year, to 
which the poet also expl essly adverts 0, as well 

as 

Tn " Compertnm mtlli est per lL,do~, mei stuJiosis
" 'nnos, 'ltque hUJus carmllllS probe gn,lro~, dnobus IHud 

" Itbns d.,tlll!{lII, IiCC .ld finem perductum e~~e .:t!terum," 

C,"c. Mod. III ~'lt~; Pol. p. +3' 

n " L' .mno corn;va mtlle quattro ctntu 
" Et ~eS'.lllt'octo d til' lllcarnallone, 
" Et ordIllO,'>1 per mCLlO Gennal0, 
" 11.1 il sepllmo dl fcssl d. Febr.uo." 

GlOstra dl Lur. 

It must be observcd that the year, accordmg to the 

FJorentme comput ItlOn, did not termillate ttll the 25th 
day of M,lrch. 

o "Ch' era al prlUcipi() del vc.'tesimo anno, 

" ~laDJo e' fu j'Jaziente II Lanto affanno." 

VOL. I. K 
lind. 

C HAP. 
II. 
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as to the attack lately made upon t;le Florentines 
by Bartolomeo Coglione, called of Bergamo p. 

The circumstance that gave rise to this solem

nity was the marriage of Braccio Martello, an 
intimate friend of Lorenzo q. The second prize 
of honour was adjudged to Carlo Borromei '. 
At this time Giuliano was only in his fifteenth 

year; but he made his appearance on horseback 
among the combatants s, and obtained a prize 

during the same htival; it being evident from 
the poem of Pulci, tbat he was to try his courage 

p " Ma pOi che in tutto fu l'orgogho spento 
" Del furor bergamasco: al fier leone 
" Venne la palma, et ciascun fll contento 
co Di far la giostra nel suo antico agone." 

on 

Glortra dl Ltlr 

q "E' si [aceva Ie nozze in Fiorenza 
., ~ando al Clel placque, di Braccio Martello, 
H GlOvane ornata di tanta eccellenza 
" Ch'w non saptei chi comparare it quello," &c. 

r "Trassonsi gli elmi i giostranti di testa 
" E posto fine a si lungo martoro; 
" Fu data al giovinetto can gran festo 
" II pnmo hanoI dl Marte, can }' alioTO, 
" Er l' pltro a Carlo B(\rromei si resta." 

" Poi seguitava it suo fratel Giuliano. 

" Sopra un destrier tutto d' acciaio coperto." 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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on a future day t. The poem of Politiano C HAP. 

contains also sufficient proof that the tau rna- II. 

ment of Giuliano is tll be placed at no very 
distant period from that of Lorenzn, as it ap-
pears Lorenzo was not then married, although 
that event took place within a few months after 
he had signalized himself in this contest u. If 
further confirmation were necessary, it may be 
found in the Ricordi of Lorenzo, who defrayed 
the expence of this exhibition, which cost ten 
thousand florins, and was held in the place of 
S. Croce. In this authentic document Lorenzo 
sp~aks with becoming modesty of these his youth-
ful atchievements v. 

It must be confessed that the poem of Puld Po~m 
derives its merit rather from the minute inform. Luta Pulci. 

C " Digli, che sono per Giuliano certl sqUllli 
" Che deston come Carnasciale il corno, 
" 11 suo cor magno all' aspettata giostra ; 
" Ultima gloria dl Fiorenza nostra." 

ation 

Gioslra di Lor. infint. 

n Giostra di Giuliano dc'MeJ. Ii". ii. stan. 4. 

Y Ric. Ji Lor. in App. No. XI!. 

Kl 



C HAP. 
IL 

rHE LIFE OF 

ation it gives us respecting this exhibition, than 
from its poetical excellence w. A considerable 
part of it is employed in describing the prepar
ations for the tournament, and, the habits and 
appearance of the combatants. The umpires 
were, Roberto cia Sanseverino, Car 10 Panciolfini, 
Tomaso Soderini, Ugolmo Martelli, Niccolo 
Giugni, and Buongi,mni Gianfi)!liazzi. The 
candidates for the prize were eighteen in number. 
The steed upon which Lorenzo made his first 
appearance was presented to him by Ferdinand 
king of Naples. That on which he relied in 
the combat, by Borsa marquis of Ferrara. '{he 
duke of Milan had furnished him with his suit 
of armour. His motto was Le tClIlS rC'Vlcnt. 

His device, the .fleurr de lys, the privilege of 
using the arms of France having shortly before 
been conceded to the Medici by Louis XI. by a 

solemn 

w Of this poem I ha~e ~een only two cllrtiom ; the 
hnt prInted wIthout note of d.lte or pLILt', but app.lrently 
about tIle year 1500, under the title of LA GI(lSTRA DI 

LOltI:NZO DE' MEDI(I MES~A IN RIMA DA IU'GI DE'PULCI 

ANNO M.CC(C LXVIII. III wluch It ., to be ob~ei vcd, that 
this wor-I( is erroneously attributed to LUIgi, the ,luthor of 
the Morgante, lIl,tead uf Lllca, his brothc. The other 
edition is prmted in Florence by the GlUntl, in 1572, 
accompamed by the Clr!lfo Ca!vaneo, and the EplSfole of 

LlKa Pill", and is there .lttnbuted to its prOplr author. 
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solemn act x. His first conflict was with Carlo C HAP. 

Borromei; his next with Braccio de' Medici, II. 

who attacked him with surh strength and 

courage, that if the stroke had taken place, 
Orlando himself, a~ the poet assures us, could 
not have withstood the shock. Lorenzo took 

speedy vengeance, but his spear breaking intO'a 

hundred pieces, hil> adversary was preserved 
from a total overthrow. He then assailed Carlo 
da Forme, whose helmet he split, and whom he 
nearly unhorsed. Lorenzo then changing his 

steed, made a violent attack upon Benedetto 

Salutati. who had just couched his lance ready 
for the combat. 

Vedestu n1Ji falcon calare a piombo, 
F pOi spian.lrsi, e batter forte l' ale, 
C' ha tratto fuon della schicTa il colombo? 
COSl Lorenzo Benedetto ass ale ; 

Tanto che l' ana fa fischiar pel rambo, 
Non va SI presto folgor, non che strale; 

Dettonsi colpi che parvon d' Achille, 

Et baIza un monglbd fuon di faville. 

Hast thou not seen the falcon in his flight, 

When high in air on balanced wmg he hu~g, 
On 

:0: The gr:mt of this privilege yet remaiDs. JT. App. 
No. XIV. 

K 3 
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On some lone stragglef of the covey light? 
-On Benedetto thus Lorenzo sprung. 
Whistled the air, as ardent for the fight, 
Fleet as the arrow flies he rushed along; 
Achilles' rage their meeting stroke, inspires, 
Their sparklmg armour rivals Etna-s fires. 

The poem of Politiano ic; of a very different 
character, and though produced about the same 
period of time, is a century posterior in point of 
refinement Y. The age of Politiano, when he 
wrote it, scarcely exceeded fourteen years, and it 

must 

, The Stan!t.t of Politiano on the GioJtra of Giuliano 
de' Medici have been frequently printed. In the earliest 
editIOn I have seen, they are accompamed by his Fable of 
Orfeo, stampale in Fzrmze, per Gia,utephano di Carlo :fa 
PavIa, a stanza dl Ser Plero Pamu da Puc/a, qUeJto d't xv. 
d! Ottobre lIt.D.XIII. ThiS, however, is not the first edi. 
tion, they having been printed m the hfetime of Politiano, 
though without his concurrence, as appears by the dedi
catIon from Alessandro Sartio to Gait'azzo Bent,voglio, 
reprmted In the edition of 1513, wherelD Sartio alludes 
to their having been printed by Plato de Benedictis, one of 
the best prmters of the fifteenth century; alld adds, 
co Cr~do ancora che se qlquanto al Poiltlano dispiacera 
U che qtIeste me Stanze daJlui ipa dlsprezzate, si stam
U pino; pur all incontro glt piacera che havendosi una 
co ,'olta a divulgare, sotto el titulo e nome di tua SIgnori a 
" si divulghino." Many subsequent edItions have bee~ 
published j at Venice, IpI, 1537, &c. and at Padua, by 
C(lrnino, 1728, 1751, and 1765. 
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must not be denied that the poem bears upon the 
face of it the marks of Juvenility-but what a 
manhood does it promise? - From such an 
early exuberance of blossom what fruits might 
we not expect? The general approbation with 
which it was received, must have been highly 
flattering both to the poet and the hero; nor 
has pmterity appealPci from the decision. On 
the contrary, it has been uniformly allowed that 
this wzs one of the earliest productions in the 
revival of letters, that breathed the true ~pirit of 
poetry; and that it not only far excelled the 
Gio~tra of Pulci, but essentially contributed 
towards the establishment of a better taste in 
Italy. 

It may seem strange, that although this poem 
be of considerable length, containing about 
fourteen hundred lines, it is left unfinished, and 
breaks off even before the tournament begins. 
Instead of giving us, like Pulci, a minute descrip
tion of the habiliments of the combatants, the 
poet takes a wider circuit, and indulges himself 
in digressions and episodes of great extent. 
The express purpose for which it was written 
would not indeed be very apparent, wese it not 
for the information afforded us in the commence
ment; and even here the author does not pro
pose to confine himself to one subject in par-

K 4 titular, 

J3S 
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ticular, but professes to celebrate the feats of 
arms and pomps of Florence, and the loves and 
studies of Giuliano de' Medici z. Although 
Giuliano be the subject, the poem is addressed 
to Lorenzo, whose favour Politiano earnestly 
supplicates. 

E tu, ben nato LAUR', sotto ,1 cui velo 

Fiorenza heta in {'.ICC 51 riposa, 
Nt teme i venti, 0'1 mmaCClar del cielo, 
o GlOve irato in vista plll crucciosa; 
Accogh .II ombra <.lei tuo santo o;telo 
La voce umil, tremante, e paurOS,l ; 
Pnncipio, e fin, dll.utte Ie mie voghe, 
Che sol Vlvon d' odor delle tue foghe. 

Deh sara mai che con piil alte note, 
Se non contr.lqtl al mlO voler fortuna, 

Lo Splrto delle membre, che dlvote 

Tl fur da' fatl, msin gla dalla cuna, 
Ri'iUoni te dal Numldi a Boote, 
Dagl'Indl, al mar che'l no~tro cid imbruna, 
E, posto'l nido in tuo fehce lIgna, 

Dl roco augel dlventJ un blanco cigno ? 

" z " Le gloriose pompe, e i fieri ludi 
" Della cltdl che '1 freno allenta e stringe 
" A' magnanimi Toschi: e i regni crudi 
" Di quell a dea che'l terzo ciel dipinge : 
U E i premj degni a gli onorati studl," 
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High born LORENZO I laurel-in whose shade 

Thy Florence rtsts, nor fears the lowering storm, 

Nor threatemng signs 111 htavpn's hIgh front display'd, 
Nor Jove's dre,ld anger m its fiercest form; 
o to the tremblmg muse afford thme aId, 

-The muse that courts thee, timorous and forlorn, 
Llvc~ III the ~hadow of thy pro'iperou'i tree, 

And bounds her every fond deSIre to thee. 

Ere long the ~pint th1t thIs frame inspires, 

TIlls frame, that from its earlIest hour was thine, 

If fortune frown not on my vast desires, 

Shall ~pread to dIstant ~hores thy name divine; 
To Lmd~ that feel the sun's IIltt nser fire q, 

That mark hIS earhe~t ri~e, hIS II<;t decl)]le; 

Nurs'd III the shade thy sprcadIllg br.mch wpplics, 

Tuneless before, a tuneful ~walIl I rise. 

The poet then proceeds to describe the 
youthful employments anJ purc;uits of Giuliano 
de' Medici, and particularly adverts to hi~ repug
nance to surrender his heart to the attacks 
continually made upon it by the fair sex. 

Ah quante Ninfe per lUI sosplrorno! 
Ma fu 51 aItero sempre il giovinetto, 
Che mal Ie Nmfe amanti 10 piegorno~ 
Mai pote nscaldarsi 'I freddo petto. 
F acea sovente pe' boschi soggiorno; 
Inculto sempre, e rigldn in aspetto; 
II voltb diffendea dal solar raggio 

Con ghirland 1 di pino, 0 verde faggio. 
E poi, 
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E POI, quando nel ciel parear Ie stelle, 
Tutto gioioso a suo magion tornava; 
E'n compagma delle nove sorelle, 
Ce1esti verst con disio cantava: 
E d' antica vIrtu mtlle fiammelle, 

Can gli alti carmi ne' petti destava: 
Cos) chlamando arnor iascivla umana, 

SI godea con Ie MU5e, e con Diana. 

For Julian many a malden heav'd the sigh, 
And many a glance the tender flame confest; 

But not the Tadianre of the bnghtest eye 
Could melt 5he icy ngour of his breast. 
WIld thro' the trackless woods the youth ,",ould hieJ 

Severe of aspert, and dlsdaimng rest: 
WhIlst the dark pine, or spreadmg beech supplied 
A wreathe, from summer suns hiS head to hide. 

When evening's star its milder lustre lends, 
The wanderer to hIS cheerful home retIres, 
There f:very muse hl5 lov'd return attends, 
And generous aims, and heavenly verse mspires : 

Deep through hiS frame the sacred song descends, 
With thirst of ancient pTJise his soul that fires; 
And Love, fond tnfler, mourns hiS blunted dart, 

That harmless flies where Dian shleld~ the heart. 

After some beautiful verses, in which Giu. 
liano reproaches the weakness of those who 
devote themselves to the tender passion, he goes 

to 
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to the chace, which gives the poet an oppor- C HAP. 

tunity of displaying his talent for description, lJ. 

in which he particularly excels. Love, who 
feeJs his divinity insulted, employs a stratagem. 
to subdue the obdurate heart of Giuliano. A 
beautiful white hind crosses his way, which he 
pursues, but which perpetually eludes his endea-
voun, to wound it, and leads him far distant 
from his companions. When his courser is 
almost e:h.hau~ted with fatigue, a nymph makes 
her appearance, and Giuliano, astonished at her 
beaut)?, forgets the pUTl>uit, and ac.costs llel 
with trepidation and amazement. Her answer 
completes In:r triumph. Evening comes on, 
and Giuliano returns home, alone and pensive. 
The poet then enters upon a description of the 
Lourt of Venus in the island of Cyprus, which 
extends to a consideraolc length, and is orna
mented with all the graces of poetry. Cupid, 
having completed his conquest, returns thither 
to recount his success to his mother; who, in 
order to enhance its value, is desirous that Giu-
liano should signalize himself in a tournament. 
The whole band of loves accordingly repairs to 
Florence, and Giuliano prepares for the combat. 
In a dream sent by V en us, he ~eems to corne off 
with victory. On his (~turn, crowned with 
olive flnd iaurel, his mistress appears to him, 

but 



CHAP 
II. 

D"putatl
ones Carnal
tuienseb. 

THE LIF.!> OF 

but is soon enveloped in a thick cloud, and 
carried from his sight; which mcident the p~et 
applies to the sudden death of the beautiful 
Simonetta, the mistress of Giuliano '. Some 
consolatory verses are apphed to the lover, who, 
awaking, invokes Minerva to crown his attempt 
with glory. But here the narrative is inter
rupted, nor does it appear that the author 
resumed his ta:"k at any sub,~quent period, 
having probably thrown the work aside as a 
production of his younger years, scarcely deserv
ing of his riper attmtion. 

The pro~ciency made by Lorenzo and Giu
liano in active accomplishments, did not hcwever 
retard their progres:" in the pursuits of science, 
or the acquisition of knowledge. About the 
year I 468, Landino wrote his Dlsputation~'s 

Canzaldulenses, which, at the same time that 
they open to us the means of instruction 
adopted by him in the education of his pupils, 

gIve 

• On thIs lady we h.LVe an epItaph by Pdltiano, (the 

substaI1'~e of whIch IS ~ald to have been suggested to him 

by GIUlIano,) printed among;t hIS sm.llIer poems, III Op • 
.I11d. 1493. And 13ern,[nlo Pule I ha3 also left an elegy 

on her death, publtshed by Mlscomini at Florence in 

1+94· 
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give us the fairest evidence of their proficiency 11. 

In.the infancy of scien~e, particular departments 
of knowledge are frequently cultivated with great 
success; but it i~ only in periods of high improve
ment that men are accustomed to comprehend 
the general plan of human life, and to allot to 
every occupation and pursuit its proper degree 
of importance. The DtrputatlOnes CU771ufdulenscs 
afford us sufficient proof thdt the Florentines 
had, at this early period, anived at that mental 
elevation, which enabled them to take a distinct 
view of the various obJecrs by which they were 
surrounded, and to apply all that was then 
known of science to its best uses. In the intro-

duction 

-------- -- ----

It ThiS work W,l~ hnt publl',heJ WlthOUL notc of pLlce 

or date, but, as Bandmi SUPI'G"C', ahout the )e.u· 1472, 
(Spec Lit Flor. vii. p 3 ) or 1475 (lb"/J p. p. Iy2 ) 

De Bure conjectures It W.1~ prll1ted about the yL II 14Ko. 

(BIblIOgraphIe Instrucfl'v~, V.lV. p. 272. Etl 1763') ThiS 
edition IS extl cmely scarce. Bandml cOllld not find a 
copy in the V,ltlcan lIbrary, although It .lppe.lrs in the 
c.lt.1logue. It was rcprmted at StI'a~bUl g in the year 
150H. The t.tlc of thiS List editIOn IS, CHRISTOPHORI 

LANDINI rLORf'ITINI LIBRI Q...t'ATTUOR. Pnmus tie VIla 

actzva et COlltempIJII~Ja. Secundus de summa bono. 'Tirflus et 

qUat/us tTl Pub/It VII:gdtt M'lrontJ Allt::;ortas; :mJ ,It the 

dose, "Has Camaldulenses DIS1 ifiltzOIles pu!chrzortbus Iypls 

" Mathzas ScbiJrerzuJ, artlum doctor exrzzsslt m qfficma sua 

" Ittteratorza IIrgenloracl dIe xxvi Augustt. Anno ChrISt; 
.. M.D.VIII. Regtlaflf,' C.esare MaXlmzilrlno Augusto." 

C HAP. 
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duction to this work Landino informs us, that 
having, in company with hill brother Piero, 
made an excursion from bis villa in Casentina 
to a monastery in the wood of CamaldoJi, they 
found that Lorenzo and Giuliano de' Medici had 
arrived there before them, accompanied by Ala· 
manni Rinuccini, and Plero and Donato Accia. 
juoli; all men of learning and eloquence, who 
had applied them~elves with great diligence to 
philosophical studies. The pleasure of their 
first meeting was enhanced by the arrival of Leo 
Batti~ta Alberti, who, returning from Rome, 
had met with Marsiho Ficino, and had prevailed 
upon him to pass a few days, during the heat of 
autumn, in the healthful retreat of Camaldoli. 
Mariotto, abbot of the monastery, introduced 
to each other his learned friends; and the 
remainder of the day, for it was then drawing 
towards evening, was passed in attending to the 
conversation of Alberti, of whose disposition and 
accomplishments Landino gives us a most favour. 
able idea C. On the following day, after the 

perform-

C E,rat enim vir ille, omnium quos plura jam seeuia 
prod~xermt, omni humamtatis, ac salium genere eumuh
tissimus ; nam qUId de lttteris loquar? cum nihil omnino 
extet, quod quidem hominl sCire fas sit, in quo ille sci
enter, prudenterque, non versaretur. 

Land.Dl!put.-Camal. p. 7. Ed. 1508. 
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performance of religious duties, the whole com
pany agreed to ascend through the wood towards 
the summit of lhe hill, and in a short time 
arrived C\t C\ ,<>olitaiY 'iopot, where the extended 
branches of a large beech overhung a clear 
spring of water. At the invitation of Alberti, 
a conversation here takes place, which he begins 
by observing, that those persons may be esteemed 
peculiarly happy, who, having improved their 
minds by study, can withdlaw themselves at 
intervals frorn public engagements and private 
anxiety, and in some agreeable retreat indulge 
themselvt::s in an ample range through all the 
objects of the natural and moral world. "But 
" if this be an occupation suitable for all men 
"of learning, it is more particularly so for 
"you," continued Alberti, addressing himself 

to Lorenzo and Giuliano, " on whom the direc
" tion of the affairs of the republic- is likely, 
" from the increasing infirmities of .your fathel, 
~~ soon to devolve d. For ahhough, Lorenzo, 

" JOU 

d Land. Duput. Carnal. p. 7' Bandmi conjectures that 
Landmo compo&ed this work about the year 1460, (Spec. 
L,t. Flor. 'II. ii. p. 2.) at which time Loremo w;'s only 
twelve years of age. But t, rom the above pa~sage it is 
evident that It wa~ written tow?. ds the latter part of the 
life of Piero de' M ... dlCi, and probably about the year 
1468, when Lorcnz( had already distinguished himself 
by his succe5sful interference in public affairs. 
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" YOll have given pt oaf of such virtues as would 

" induce us to think them rather of divine 

" than human origin; although there l:>f'ems to 
" be no undertaking so momentous as not to be 
" accomplishel!! by that prudence and courage 
" which you have displayed, even in your early 
" years; and although the impulse of youthful 
" ambition, and the fuJI enjoyment of [hose 

" gifts of fortune '''' hich have often intoxicated 

" men of lligh expectation :md great virtue, 

" have never yet been able to impel you beyond 
" the Just bounds of moderation; yet, both you, 

" and that republic which you arc shortly to 
" direct, or rather which nm ... in a great mea

" sure reposes on your care, will derive import

" ant advantages from those hours of ieimre, 

" which you may pass either ill solitary medi

" tation, or social discussion, on the origin and 
" nature of the human mimI. For it is impos

" sible that any person should rightly direct 
" the affairs of the public, unless he has pre
" viously cstabli~hed in him~elf virtuous habits, 

" and enlightened his undentanding with that 
" knowledge, which will enable hili1 clearly to 

" discern why he is called into existence, what 
" is due to others, and what to hiJl1belf." A 
conversation then commences betVieen Lorenzo 
and Alberti, in which the latter endeavours to 
shew, that as reason is the distinguishing charac. 

teristic 
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teristic of man, the perfection of his na
ture is only to be attained by the cultivation 
of his mind, and bY'a total abstraction from 
worldly pursuits. Lorenzo, who is not a mere 
silent auditor, opposes a doctrine which, if 
carried to its extreme, would separate man 
from his duties; and contends, that no essential 
distinction can be made between active and 
contemplative life, but Lhat each shoJlld mutually 
ass!t and improve the other; and this he illus
trates in such a variety of instances, tiat although 
it is evidently the object of Landino, through 
the medium of Alberti, to establish the pure 
Platonic dogma, that abstract contemplation can 
alone constifutc the essenceeof human happiness, 
yet Lorenzo appears to have raised objections 
which the ingenuity of the philosopher in the 
sequel of the dispute seems scarcely to have 
invalidated e. On the following day the same 

subject 

e Alberti appears, from the following pa'sage, to 
have almost ~given up the contest: " N.!.m quod aiebas 
.. m.n.lmum Idclrco inde provenire rtipubhuE detn
.. mentum, quod occup,lllS exccllentlOribus Illgenus circa 
" veri cogmtionem, Ip.a a deterlOribus regatUl", nun
" quam profecto cess.lblt sapiens, qUill se de rebus arduis 
II consulentes re~ta semper mo.1I!at; uncle si non 2Pera, 
" consilIo tamen juvabit." (!f!.g,ut. Camal. p. :8.) Thus; 
the philosC'pher I~ o'lliged to stoop' from his celestial 

VOL. I. L height. 
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subject is pur~lled, and Alberti fully explains 
the doctrine of Plato respecting the true end and 
aim of human life; illustrating it oy the opinions 
of many of the most celebrated followers of that 
philosopher. The third and fourth days are 
spent in a commentary by Alberti on the lEneid, 
in which he endeavoun, to shew, that under the 
fiction of the poem are represented the leading 

doctrines of that philosophy which had been the 
subject of their previous discussion. What!ver 
may be tho~ght of the propriety of &uch a con· 
struction, certain it is that there are many pas
sages in this poem. which seem strongly to coun~ 
tenance.such an opimon; and at all events, the 
idea is ::.upported bY.Alberti ",ith such a display 
of learning, and such a variety of prooh, as 

must have rendered his commentary highly 

amusmg and instructive to his youthful audi. 
tors. 

It BlUst not however be supposed, that amidst 
his studious avocations, Lorenzo was insensible 
to that passion which has at all times been the 
::ooul of poetry, and has been so philosophically 

and 

llcight. and to disturb the c.1Im repose of his mind with 
the cares Clf thi, grosser \Yorld~-Beautiful. but Imprac
ticable ~ystem of pllliosophy! which must perhaps wait 
for its compktion till .mother state o(bcm~. 
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~nd SO variously described in his own writings. 
To this subject he has indeed devoted a consider
able portion of his wmks; but it is wmewhat 
ext~aordinary that he has not thought proper, 
upon any occasion, to inform us of the name 
of his mistress; nor has he gratified our cutio
sity so far as to give her even a poetical appella
tion. Petrarca had his Laura, and Dante his 
Beatrice; but Loren7o has studiously concealed 
the· name of the sovereign of his affections, 
leaving it to be ascertainrd by a thousand bril
liant descriptions of her superlative Leamy and 
accompli~hments. In the usual order of things 
it is love that creates the poet; but with Lo. 
renzo, poetIJ appears to have been the occasion 
of his love. The circumstances, as related by 
himself, are these f :-" 1\ young lady of great 
" personal attractions happened to die in Flo
" rence; and as she had been vety gwerally 
"admired and beloved, so her death was as 
" generally lamented. Nor was this to be won
" dered at; for, independent of her beauty, her 
" manners were so ellgaging, that almost every 

" person 

f Commerzto dl LQr. de'Medici fopra a/cum de'luol Sonetti 

ne/fine delle sue Pomc'lJolgari, p: 123, 129, E5c. Ed. Ald. 

ISH· 
L 2 
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" person who had any acquaintance with her, 
H flattered himself that he had obtained the 
" chief place in her affections. This fatal event 
" excited the extreme regret of her admilfrs ; 
" and ar. she was carried to the place of burial, 
"with her face uncovered, thase who had 
" known her when living pressed for a last look 
"at the object of their adoration, and accorn· 
" panied her funeral with their tears g, 

" Whilst death smll'd lovely in her lovely facc." 

Marte bella pare~ nd sur) bel volta. PETR. 

" On 

g From this singular circumstance. ~ompared With 
the evidence of one of the eplgram~ of Pollll,U10, WI" are 
cnablt'd to determme that this l.ldy Wd.~ the beaut:fnl 
Simonetta, the rni.tre,5 ot Gmh.lno de' MediCI, to wht.se 
untullely death we have before adverted. 

" J,j Szmolleltam. 

" Dum pulchra elFertur nigro Simonetta feretro, 
" :B1andu,> et eXdl11ffil .plrat 1!l ore lepos, 

" Nactus arnor tempus quo nOh sibi turrya caveret, 
" Jeclt Clb OCclUSI5 mille faces ocuhs : 

" Mille .!Dllnos cepit viventis Imdgmc n~m ; 
" Ac mortl lmult:ms, e,t mea, dlXi~, adhuc ; 

" Est ~ea, dn,it, adhuc, nondum totam eripis ilIam, 
" Illa vel exaniml5 mihtat ecce m~i. 

" Dlxit-ct ingemuit-neqlH: enim satis apta triumphis 
" lila puer vidit tempora-sed lachrymis." 

Po/./lh. Epigram. in Op. Ald. 1498. 



LORENZO DE' MEDICI. 

" On this occasion all the e10quence and the 
" wit of Florence were exerted in paying due 
" honours to her memory, both in prose and in 
"verse. Amongst the rest, I also composed a 
"few sonnets; and in order to give them 
"greater effect, I endeavoured to convince 
" myself that I too had been deprived of the 
" object of my love, and to excite in my own 
" mind all those passions that might enable me 
" to move the affections of others. Under the 
"influence of this delusion, I began to think 
" how severe was the fate of those by whom she 
" had been beloved; and from thence was ted 
" to considet, whether there was any other lady 
"in this city deserving of such honour and 
"praise, and to imagine the happiness that 
" must be experienced by anyone whose bood 
" fortune could procure him such a subject for 
" his pen. I accordingly sought for i>ome time 
" without having the satisfaction of finding any 
"one, who, in my judgment, was deserving of 
" a sincere and constant attachment. But when 
"I had nearly resigned all expectations of suc
" cess, chance threw in my way that. which had 
" been denied to my most diligent inquiry'; as if 
"the god of love had selected this hopeless 
" period, to give me a more decisive proof of 
" his power. A public festival was held in Flo
" renee, to which all that was noble and. beau-

L 3 " tiful 
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"tiful in the city resorted. T:J this I was 

" brought by some of my companions (1 suppose 
" as my destiny led) against my will, for I had 

" for some time past avoided such exhibitions; 

" or if at times I attended them, it proceeded 
" rather from a compliance with custom, than 

"from any pleasure I e"{perienced in them. 
" Amongst the ladies there assenbled, I saw 

" one of such sweet and attractive manners, that 

" whilst 1 regarded her, I could not help saying, 

" If tim person 'Luere possessed of tbe dl:ilcacy, tb~ 

" understandmg, the accompl!slJ1llents rf I){r who 

"IS lately dead-most certamly Jbc excels ber til 

" the charms if her pcrfon." 

" Resigning myself to my passion, I endea. 

" voured to discover, if possible, how far her man· 

" ners and her conversation agreed with her ap· 
" pearancc, and here I found such an assemblage 

" of extraordinary endowments, t hat it was diffi· 

" cult to say whether she excelled more in her 
" penon,' or in her mind. Her beauty was, as I 
" have before mentioned, astonishing. She was 

" of a just ~nd proper height. Her c(wlplexion 

" extre/mdy fair, but not pale; blooming, but 
"not ruddy. Her countenance was serious, 
,. without being severe; mild and pleasant, with.

" out levity or vulgarity. Her eyes were lively, 

" without 
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« without any indication of pride or conceit., C HAp· 

" Her whole shape was so finely proportioned, II. 

" that amongst other women she appeared with 
" superior dignity, yet free from thp. least degree 
" of formality or affectation. In walking, in 
"dancing, or in other exercises which display 
"the person, every motion was elegant and 
" appropriate. - Her sentiments were always 
" Just and striking, and have furnished materials 
" for some of my sonnets; ~he always spoke at 
" the proper time, and always to the purpose, 
" so that nothing could be added, nothing taken 
"away. Though her remarks were often keen 
" and pointed, yet they w~rc so tempered as not 
"to give offence. aero understanding was 
" superior to her sex, but without the appear
"allce of arrogance or presun;ption; and 
"she avoided ,m enror too common among 
"women, who, when they think themselves 
" sensible, become for the most part insuppnrt-
" able h. To recount all her excellencies would 

" far 

h Let It not be thought that I ~llOuld h.ll.ud such a 
.sentiment without the ftlll .mthOi ity of my .1Ilthor, who 
11.15 indeed expres.ed it III morc gener,t1 term .. -" Lo 
" ingcgnn," 5.qS he, "meravigliow e CIO senza fast.t 0 
" pre~un7lone, e fuggcndo hTl certo VltlO commune'll 
" donne, :. quah uarendo d'mtel1dere a~s,u, di\'engona 

I. + " lmup. 
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" far exceed my present limits, and I shall there
"fore conclude with affirming, that there was 
" nothing which could be desired in a beautiful 
" and accomplished woman, which was not in 
" her most abundantly found. :By these qua· 
" Ii ties I was so captivated, that not a power or 
"faculty of my body or mmd remained any 
" longer at liberty, and I could not help consi. 
" dering the lady who had died, as the star of 
" Venus, which at the approach of the sun is 
" totally overpowered and extinguished." Such 
is the description that Lor~nzo has left us of the 
object of his passion, in his comment upon the 
first SORnet which he wrote in her praise; and 
if we do not allow great .latitude to the partiality 
of a lover, we must confess that few poets have 
been fortunate enough to meet with a mistress 
so well calculated to exrjte their zeal, or to 
justify the effects of their admiration. 

The first poetical offspring of this passion 
"'as the following 

SONETTO: 

" insupp6rtabili; volendo gmdicare Oglll cosa, che vol
"garmente It! chiamlamo Saccenti."-But we must 
recollect that Lorenzo de' Medici wrote in the fifteenth 
century! 
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SONETTO: 

Lasso a me, quando 10 son la dove sia 

~ell' angelico, aItero, e dolce volto, 
II fH:ddo sangue intorno al core accolto 

Lascia ~enza color la faccla mla : 
I:0l mirando la sua, mi par 51 pia, 

Ch'lO prendo ardlre, e torn a il valor tolto ; 
Amor ne' raggi .le· begh ocehi involto 
Mostra al mlO tnsto cor la cleea via: 

~ parlandogh alhor, dice, io ti giuro 
Pel santo lumc di quebti ocehi belli 
Del mio btral forza, e del mlO regno onore, 

Ch'lO sara sempre teeo; e tl assieuro 
Esser vera Pleta ehe mostran quelli : 
Crcdogli lasso I e da me fugge il core. 

Ahs for me I whene'er my footsteps trace 

Those precincts where eternal beauty reigns, 
The sanguine current from a thomand Vf'ins 
Flows round my heart, and palhd grows my face: 

But when I mark thatosmlle of heavenly grace, 

Its wonted powers my drooping soul regains; 
Whilst Love, that in her eyes his state maintains, 
Pomts to my wandenng heart its restmg place; 

And stooping from his beamy mansion swears, 

" By all that forms my power and points my.dart, 
" The liVing lustre {Jf those radiant eyes, 

" I stIll wIll guide thy way; {hsmiss thy fears; 
" True are those looks of love." My trusting heart 
Believes th insidic us vow -and from me flies. 

The 

153 

C HAP. 
II. 



154 

C HAP. 
IL 

THE LIFE OP' 

The effects of this passion 0 n Lorenzo were_ 
such as might be expected to be produced on a 
young and sensible mind. Instead of the glaring 
exhibitioll£. to whi.ch he. ha.d been a.ccus.tomed, 
the hurry of the city~ and the public avocations 
of life, he found in himself a disposition for 
silence Ind for solitude, anu was pleased in 
associating the ideas produced by every rural 
object with that of the mil>tress of his affections. 
Of these sentiments he has affonleu us a spe
cimen in the following sonnet: 

SONETTO. 

Cerchl dll vuol, k pompe, e gli ,tit! honori, 

I,e piazze, e tempi, e gh edIfiCl magnl, 
Le dchClc, II tesor, qual accompagm 
Milk dun pemltr, mille dolon . 

Un verde pratlcc1 plen dl bel £ion, 
U II nvoIo, che l' erba mtorno bag11l, 

Un augdktto, che d' amor 51 lagm, 
Acqueta molto mcgho I nostn ardori. 

Ii OrnbTO.,e behe, I ba~bi, e'"gE ahl montI, 

Gh Jlltn oscun, e Ie fere fuggltIve, 

~akh(' leggladra Nmfa paurosa ; 
~lVi vegglO io con pen:>ler vaghi, e proT.tl 

Le belle Juci, come f05sm vive : 

02:1 me Ie toghe h~r una, h~r aItr.l cosa. 

Seek he who will in grar.deur to be blest, 

Place in proud halls, anI! splendid courts, his joy, 
For 
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For pleasure, or for gold, his arts employ, 
\V11ilst all his hours unnumbered cares molest. 

-A little field in native Row'ret:; drest, 
A rivulet 111 soft murmurs gliding by, 

A bud whose love-sick note salutes the sky, • 
With sweeter maglc lull my cares to rest. 

And shadowy woods, and rocks, and towering hills, 

And caves obscure, :lnd nature's free-born train, 
And some lone nymph that timorous speeds along, 

Each in my mmd some gentle thought instills 
Of those brIght eyes that absence shrouds in vain; 
-Ah gentle thoughts' soon lost the cltycares among. 

Having thus happily found a mistress that 
deserved his attention; Lorenzo was not negli
gent in celebrating her praises. On this, hi. 
constant theme, he has given us a considerable 
number of beautiful sonnets, canzoni, and other 
poetical compositions, wllich, like those of 
Petrarca, are sometimes devoted to the more 
general celebration of the person, or the mind of 
his mistress, and sometimes dwell only on one 
particular feature or accomplishment; whil~t at 
other times these productions advert to the 
effects of his own passion, which is analyzed <l.nd 
described with every possible illustration of 
poetic ingenuity and philosophic refinement: 

ISS 
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But having thus far traced the passion of Lucretia 
L 11 DonatI the orenzo, we may now be a owed to ask who object of IllS 

was passIon. 
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was the object of so refined a love; adored with. 
out being defined, and celebrated without a 
name? Fortunately the friends of Lorenzo were 
not in this respect equa1Iy delicate with himself. 
Politiano, cn his Giostra of Giuliano, has cele. 
brated the mistress of Lorenzo by the name 
of Lucretia. And Ugolino Verini, in his 
Fiametta, has addressed to her a Latin poem 
in elegiac verse, in which he ShLWS himself 
a powerful advocate for LOlenzo, and contends, 
that whatever might be her accomplishments, 
he was a lover desclVing of her favour '. V:llori 
affords us more particul<lr information; from 
him we learn that Lucretia was a lady of the 
noble family of the Donati, equally distinguished 
by her Lt:auty and her virtue; and a de~cend. 
ant of Curtio Donato, who had rendered himself 
eminent throughout Italy by his military atchitve. 
ments k. 

Whether the assiduities of Lorenzo, and the 
persuasions of his friends, were sufficiently 
powerful to soften that obduracy which there 
is reason to presume Lucretia manifested on his 

fint addresses, yet remains a matter of doubt. 
The con nets of Lorenzo rise and fall through 
e\'cry degree of the thermometer of love; he 

exults 

I V. App. No. XV. k Valor. In vita Laur. p. 8. 
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exults and he despairs-he freezes and he 
burns-he sings of raptures too great for 
mortal sense, and he applauds a severity of 
virtue that no solicitations can move. From 
such contradictory testimony what are we to 
conclude? Lorenzo has himself presented us 
with the k.ey that unlocks this myf>tery. From 
the relation which he has before given, we find 
that Lucretia was the mistress of the poet, and 
not of the man. Lorenzo sought for an object 
to concenLrate his ideas, to give them strength 
and effect, and he found in Lucretia a subject 
that suited his purpose, and deserved his praise. 
But having so far realized his mistress, he has 
dressea and ornamented her according to his 
own imagination. Every action of her person, 
every motion of her mind, is subJect. to his 
control. She smiles, or she frowns: she refuses, 
or relents; she is absent, or present; she inA 
trudes upon his solitude by day, or visits him in 
his nightly dreams, just as his presiding fancy 
directs. In the midst of these delightful visions 
Lorenzo was called upon to attend to the dull 
realities of life. He had now attained his twenty
first year, and his father conceived that it was 
time for him to enter into the conjugal state. 
To this end he had negotiated a marriage be
tween Lorenzo and Clarice, the daughter of 
Giacopo Orsini, of the noble and powerful 

Roman-
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Roman family of that name, w:lich had so long 
contended for superiority with that of the 
Colonna. Whether Lorenzo despaired of suc .. 
cess in his youthful passion; or whether he 
subdued his feelings at the voice of paternal 
authority, is left to conjecture only. Certain 
however it is, that in the month of December 
J 468, he was betrothed to a per~on whom ir is 
probable he had never seen, and the marriage 
ceremony \\as pel f,)rmed on the fourth day of 
June foliowlllg J. That tIle heart of Lorenzo 
had little share in this engagement is marked by 
a ~tliking circumstance. In ad\'l:!rting tc his 
marriage in his RicorJi, he bluntly remarh that 
he took this lady to wife, or rather, s.:ys he, 
sbe 'i.vas gt'Ven to lilt', on the day'before men
tioned Ill. Notwithstanding this indifferen( 1", it 
appears from indisputable documents, that a 
leal affection soon afterwards subsi~ted between 

them; 

I Bayle IS mIstaken III supposing that the marriage of 
Lorenzo took place in '47" Speaklllg of MachIavelli, 
lle say,; " II ne marque pas I' annee de ce mariage ce 
" qUI cst un grand defdut dans un Ecnvain d' hlstoire, 
" m,lIS on peut recueilhr de sa narratlOn 'lue ce fut l' an 
"1471." D/et. Rtf!. Art. Pol/tien. In corrrctiflg Bayle, 
MenckenlUs falls lJ1to a gre,lter error, and places thi.s. 
event \11 1472. Menck In ~'ild Pol.p. 48. 

m Ruordl ti, Lor. App. No: XII. 
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thFIll; and there is reason to presume that 
Lorenzo always treated her with particular 
respect and kindness. Their nuptials were ce
lebrated with great splendor. Two military 
spectacles were exhibited, one of which re
presented a field battle of horsemen, and the 
other t"he attack and fiorming of a fortified 
citadel. 

In the month of July following, Lorenzo 
took another journey to Milan, for the purpose 
of stand~ng sponsor, in the name of his father, 
to Galeazzo, the eldest son of Galeazzo Sforza, 
the reigning duke. In thi~ expedition he was 
accompanied by Gentile d'Urbino, who gave a 
regular narrative of their proceedings to Clarice. 
A letter from Lorenzo himself to his wife is also 
yet preserved, writte~ upon his arrival at Milan, 
which, though very short, and not q,istinguished 
by any flights of fancy, exhibits'more sincerity 
~md affection than the greater part of his amorous 
sonnets n. 

Lorenzo dc' Medici to hIS wife Clarice. 

" I arrt'ued here In safety, and am In good 
"health. 'TIm 1 belwue wzll please thee better 

" than 

n Fabr.1/I 'lIlfa Lor. Adnot. f.;f Mon. 'II. il. p. 56. 
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C HAP. " than any thing else except 111} rfturn: at least 
__ 1_1._." SO I judge from my own desIre to be once more 

Duth of 
1)lero de' 

l'dedJP' 

" witb tI,CC. Associate as much as possIble with 

" my fatber and my SlSlers. I sball make all 

" pomble speed to return t~ thee. for It appears a 
" tbousand years flh I see thee again. Pray to 
" God for me. If thod want any thing from this 

" place write In tllllC. From Mtlan, twenty

" second July 1469' 
" crby Lorenzo de' MedIci." 

From t~e Riccrdi of Lorenzo and ~he letters 
of Gentile,' it appears that Lorenzo w;'s treated 
at Milan 3vith great distinction and honour. 
More Indeed, says he, than 'Were sbewn to a12Y 

other person present, altbougb there were many 

much better entitled to It. Qn his departure he 
plesented the duchess with a gold necklace, and 
a diamond wgich cost about three thousand 
ducats, 'lubenre, says he in his Ricordi, It fol

lowed, tbat the duke requested tbat I would stand 

sponJor to alllJlS otber ebtldnn. 

PieIO de' Medici did not long survive the 
marriage of his son. Exhausted Py bodily 
sufferings, and wearied with the arrogant and 
tyrannical ronduct of many of those who had 
espoused his cause, and which his inficnUties 
prevented him from repressing, he died on 

the 
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the third day of December 1469, leaving his 
widow Lucretia, who survived him many years. 
His funeral was without ostentation; " perhaps," 
says Ammirato, " because he had if! his lifetime 
"given directions to that effect; or because 
" the parade of a magnificent interment might 
" have excited the envy of the populace towards 
" his successors, to whom it was of more im
" portance to be great, than to appear to be so 0." 

- J 

Before Piero was attacked by +he di~order 

which for a long time rendered him almost inca
pable of attending to public business, he had 
been employed in several embas:.ies of the 
greatest importance, which he had executed 
much to his own honour, and the advantage of 
thp republic. Even after he was disabled from 
attending in the cuuncil, he continued to regu
late the affairs of Florence, and to discuss with 
the principal citizens the most important subjectil, 
in such a manner as to evince the solidity of his 
judgment and the integrity of his heart. He 
possessed a competent bhare of eloquence, some 
specimens of which are given by Machiavelli, 
who a~serts that· the extortions and abuses prac-

tised 

o Amm. 1st F,or. 'IJ. iii. p. 106. 
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C HAP. tised by his friends and adherents were so flagi~ 

n. tious, and so hateful to his ten per , that if he 

had lived it was his intention to have recalled 

the exiled citizens; for which purpo~e he had 

an interview, at his seat at Caffagiolo, with 

Agnolo Acciajuoli; but the numerous errors of 

this celebrated historian give us Just reason to 
doubt on those points which have not the con~ 
current testimony of other writers. "It is 

"probable," says Tiraboschi, " that had Piero 
" enjoyed better health and longer life,. he might 
" have done more for the interests of Hterature, 

" but if he had onlY been known as the father 

" of Lorenzo de' MedIci, it would ha"e been 
" a sufficient title to the gratitude of pOl:>terity." 
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POLITICAL state of Italy-Venirc-Naple!
Milan-Rome-Florence-Lorcnz.o succeeds to 

the dtrectlon of the republic - Glubano de' 
MedICI-Attack Oft Prato-League agaznst the 

Turks-Riches of the Medicl-Tlmr commer
Cial cuncerns-Other sourets of therr revenue
The duke of Mtlan V;Jlts Florence-Lorenza 
devotes hu leIsure to literature-Angelo Poll
tiano-HIs temper and cbaractcr-Dcatb rf 
Paul !I.-A persemtor of lcdrncd men-Suc
ceeded by Slxtus IV.-;Lorenzo deputed to congra
tulate hrJll-Re'i.'olt and wccage of Volterra
Lorenz.o establishes the academy of Pua-Nego
tlatlOn J{)t a marnaJ,c betu'ecn the dauphin and 

a daughter of tbe kmg of Nap/fs- 'The kmg 
declines the proposal-Ambition and rapaat] of 
SIX/LIS IV.-League between tbe duke of Mtlan, 
the rene/lans, and the Florentmes-The king of 
Denmark at Florence-Progress of the Platonic 
academy - Poem of Lorenzo mlltled AL T E R

cAzlONE-Platom*!esf:val-FJjerlJ of Ihls 
msttfutlon-.L""{ulJIbcr and celebrrty 0/ ,tJ 71l{lIIbcrs. 
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A 't the time of the death of Piero de' Medici, 1469 

the republic of Florence was not engaged Pol,t,cal 

In any open war. The absentees were however state of 

f . 1 I . d h' f Italy. a cause 0 contmua a arm, an t e l>ltuatlOll 0 

the Italian states was such, as to give just 
grounds of apprehension that the tranquillity of 
that country would not long remain undisturbed. 
Of these the most powerful was that of Venice, VenIce. 

which aspired to nothing less than the dominion 
of all Lombardy, and the supreme control of 
Italy itself. The superiority which it had ac. 
quired was in a great degree derived from the ex· 
tensive commerce then carried on by the Venetia~s. 
to different parts of the East, the valuable pro. 

M 3 ductions 
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ductions of which were conveyed by way of 
Egypt into the Mediterranean, and from thence 
distributed by the Venetians throughout the rest 
of Europe. In this branch of commerce the 
Genoese and the Florentines hold successively 
attempted to rival them; but although each of 
these people, and particularly the latter, had 
obtained a considerable portion o~ this lucrative 
trade, the Venetians maintained a decided supe
riority, until the discovery of a new and more 
expeditious communication \\ ith India, by the 
Cape of Good Hope, tllrneu the ccurse of 
eastern trJ.iT.c into a dew chnnncI. The nume
rous "e<;~els tmployed in tramporting their com
modities to differ ent conntries, rendered the 5tlte 
of VcnicL the 1110:-,t formidable maritime power 
in Europe. I:\cr inknt on its own 'lggr:mdize
ment, it has only beea restl,lined \\ itllin its 
limits by fOI midablc l~agues bem een the Italian 
sovereIgns, and by the seasonable intervel1lion 
of foreign PO\\ er~. Its intern,ll tranquillity is 
remarkably contrasted \\ ith the turbulence of 
Florence; but the Venetian nobility had erected 
their authority on the necks of the people, and 
Venice was a republic of nobles, with a pupulace 
of sla\'es. In no country \\'<\8 d~~potism ever 
reduced to a more accurdte system. The pro
fi~iency made by the V cnetians in literature has 
.accordin~ly borne no proportion to the rank 

which 
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which they have in other respects held among 
the Italian ~tates. The talents of the higher 
orders were devoted to the support of their 
authority, or the extension of their territory; 
and among the lower class, with their political 
rights, their emulation was effectually extin •. 
guished. Whilst the other principal cities of 
Italy were daily producing works of genius, 
Venice was content with the humble, but more 
lucrative employment of communicating those 
works to the public by means of the press. 
Other governments have exhibited a differemt 
aspect at different times, according to the temper 
of the wvereign, or the passions of the multi. 
tude; but VemLl! has uniformly preserved the 
Sclme settled features, and remains to the present 
day a phenomenon in political history. 

C HAP. 
Ill. 

The kingdom of Naples Was at this time N.plcs. 

governed by Ferdinand of Arragon, who had 
in the year 1458 succeeded his father Alfonso. 
Under his administration that country expe
rienced a degree of prosperity to which it had 
long been a stranger. At the same time that 
Ferdinand kept a watchful eye on the other 
governments of Italy, and particularly on that 
of, Venice, he was consulting the happiness of 
his own subjects by the u.stitution of jm.t and 
equal lawb, and by the promotion of commerce 

M 4 and 
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and of letters; but the virtues (If the monarch 
were sullied by the crimes of the man, and the 
memory of Ferdinand is disgraced by repeated 
instances of tteachery and inhumanity. Gale
azzo Maria, son of the eminent Francellco 
Sforza, held the states of Milan, which were 
then of considerable extent. Of the virtues and 
talents of the father little however is to be traced 
in the character of the son. Immoderate in his 
pleasures, lavish in hi& expences, rapacious in 
supplying his wants, he incurred the fontempt 
and hatred of his SUbJCClS. Like another Nero, 
he mingled with his vices a taste for scierlce and 
for arts. To the follies and the crimes of this 
man, posterity must trace the origin of all those 
evils which, after the death of Lorenzo de' 
Medici, depopulated and laid waste the most 
flourishing governments of Italy. 

Rome. The puutifical chair was filled by Paul II. 
the successor of Pius II. A Venetian by birth, 
he had been educated in the profession of a 
merchant. On hi& uncle Eugenius IV. being 
promoted to the papacy, he changed his views, 
and betook himself to study, but too late ifl life 
to make any great proficiency. To compensate 
for this defect, Paul assumed a degree of mag
nificence and splendor before unknown. His, 
garments were highly ornamented, and his tiara 

was 
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was tichly adorned with jewels. Of a tall and 
imposing figure, he appeared in his processions 
like a new Aaron, and commanded the respect 
and veneration of the multitude. His dislike' to 
literature was shewn by an unrelenting peIse
eution of almost all the men of learning who 
had the mh.fortune to reside within his domi. 
nions. In the pontifical government, it may 
with justice be observed, that the interests of 
the prince and the people!: are always at variance 
with each other. Raised to the supremacy at 
an advanced period of life, when the claims of 
k-indred begin to draw clo~er round the heart1 

the object of the pope is generally the aggran
dizement of his family; and as he succeeds to 
the directio,n of a state whose finances have been 
exhausted by. his predecessor, under the influ
ence of SImilar passions, he employs the short 
space of time allowed him, in a JIlanner the 
most advantageous to himself, and the most 
oppressive to his subjects. Such is nearly the 
uniform tenor of this government; but in the 
fifteenth century, when the pope by his secular 
pow~r held a distinguished rank among the 
1!overeigns of Italy, he often looked beyond the 
resources of his own subjects, and attempted to 
possesl> himself by force of some of the smaller 
independent states which bl)rdered upon his 
dominions, and over which the holy hee always 

prttended 

C HAP. 
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pretended a paramount claim, a& having at some 
previous time formed a part of its territory, and 
having been either wrested from it by force, or 
wr()ngfully granted away by some former pon
tift: These ~uhordinate g0vernments, though 
obtained by the power of the Roman state, 
were generally disposed of to the nominal ne
phews of the pope, who frequently bore in fact 
a nearer relationship to him; and were held 
by them until another succeswr in the see had 
power enough to Jispossess the family of his 
predecessor, and yt'3t the sovereignty in his 
0\\ 11. 

Florence. lVith any of these governments, either in 
extent of territory, or in point of military esta
blishment, the city of Florence could not con
tend; but &he possessed some advantages that 
rendered het of no small importance in the can
cern~ of Italy. Independent of the superior 
activity and acuteness of her inhabitants, their 
situation, almost 111 the centre of the contendiug 
powers, gave them an opportunity of improving 
circumstances to their o\\'n interest, of _Wlbich 
they seldom failed to avail themsdves; and if 
Florence wa& inferior to the rest in the particulars 
befor~. mentioned, she excelled them all in the 
promptitude with which she could apply her 

resources when. necesl>ity required. The battles 

of 
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of the Florentines were generally fought by 
Condot/lcn, who solei, or rather lent their troops 
to those who offered the best price; for the 
skill of the commander was shewn in these 
contests, not so much in destroying the enemy, 
as in preserving from desrruction those followers 
OIl whom he depended for his importance or his 
support. The Florrntines were collectively and 
individually rich; and as the principal inhabit. 
ants did not hesitate, on pressing emergencies, 
to contribute to the credit and supply of the 
republic, the city of Florence was generally 
eBabled to perform an important part in the 
transactiolls of Italy, and if not powerful enough 
to act alone, was perhaps more desirable as an 
ally than any other state of that country'. 

C HAP. 
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a Of the population and finances of Florence, in the 
fifte!ilLh lcntury, I am cnahILd to give some interestlllg 
particulars, from a manuscript of that period, hitherto 
Ilnpubhshed, llltitled Invent/va d' una imposttlOne dz llUova 

",ravezUl, or " A propn,itlon for.1 new mode of taxatIOn," 
by Lodovico Ghetll. In tIllS document the projector 
L.llcllLttcs the number of Flof(.n>me cItizens capable of 
b.carmg .um, 1t 8c,ooo men, wIuch, by computmg four 
persom With C,llh, so a~ to include mfirm people, women, 
and children, he estimates as .' populatIOn of 400,000 

mhablt.lnts. He then calculates tlle amount of the ron
sumption. by tl is number of mhabltant5, of the necessary 
articles of hfe, of whlth he proposes to take a tenth part 

m 
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Such was the situation of the different 
governments of Italy at the time of the death of 
Piero de' Medici; but, bebides these, a number 
of inferior states interfered in the politics of the 
time~, and on some occasions v.ith no inconsider
able effect. Borso d' Este, marquis of Ferrara, 
although of illegitimate birth, h<ld succeeded to 
the government on the death of Leonello, to 
the exclusion of his own legitimate brothers, 
and admini~)tered its affairs ""ith great reputa
tion b. Torn by domestic factions, the Genoe~e 

were 

in one general un, upon the produce of th.: soil Jnd the 
labour of the counll-Y, amounting to 475,815 florins. 
,dJlLh, «ftel' making all due allowances, w('uld be <ulli. 
cient to ,up port thc tntht«ry c,tabh,hment of the republic, 
and to dl>charge the other necc,sary e)'pences of' the 
gov/:rnment Many other particulars, re~pecttng the 
anCIent st.lte of Florence, nuy bi) found in this piece, 
which I have gn'cll in the Appcndi;;;, as accuutcly ~ the 
st.lte of the mallu;cript will .ldmlt. v. App. No. XV1. 

The flonn I, no longer a current coin in Tuscany; it 
may therefore be proper to observe, th'lt the v,due of the 
ailCIcnt floIll1, or FIOrInO d' oro, W.t5 about two shtllings 
dud ,npence, havlllg been of the value of three lire .md 
ten soldl. Amm. 1st. FlOT. V. il. p. 7S3" , 

b The farndy of Este may be considered a~ powerful 
rivals of the MLOlCl in the encour.lgernent of lcal'lling and 
arlo. This taste seems to have al"ISen with Leonello, WllO 

hJ.d stultted under GUJ.rino Veroncse (Ttrab. v. vi. p. :t. 
P·2S9·) 
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were held in subjection b, the duke of Milan, 
whilst Sienna and Lucca, each boasting a free 
govqnment, were indebted for their independ
ence rather to the mutual jealou~y of their 
neighbours, than to any resources of their 
own. 

We have already seen, that during the in
disposition of Piero de' Medici, Lorenzo had 
frequently interfered in the administration of 
the republic, and had given convin<.ing proofs 
of his talents and his assiduity. Upon the death 

of 

p. 259') and i, not less entItled to a place in the annah of 
letters than III thos.:: of polttlcal events. Under hi, pro~ 
tection the UlllVCr-,lty of Ferrar.l was ~plendlJly re-esta
bltshed and t.udo,,"cd. HI5 court was resorted to by men 
of learning from all parts of It.dy. Of his own poetical 
productlOlls so~e speclmem yet remam wlllch do honour 
to his memory. ., Pnncipe," say~ MuratorJ, "d' Im

" mortale memona; perche, sccondo 1.1. Cr011lca di Fer
" rara, fu amatore della pace, della gIllStltJ,l, e della 
" pieta; dl vIta onestissima, stlldioso delle diVine scrit
"ture, hberale maSSlmamente verso I poveri; nelle 
" av~ersita paziente, nelle prosperita moderato, e che 
" con gran sapienza governo e mantenne sempre qUIeti 

" i SUOI popoh; dl modo che si men to 11 pregiatjssimo 
U nome dl Padre della P atrIa." (Mur. Ann. 'V. ix. p. 439 ) 
HIS successor was not inferIOr t~ hIm as a patron of 
learning; and Ercole 1. who ~ucceeded Borso in 147f. 
continued his hereditary protection of literature to the 
ensuing century. 

C HAP. 
III. 
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of his father, he therefore succeeded to his 
authority as if it had been a part of his .,atri
many. On the second day after that event., he 
was attended at his own house by many of the 
principal inhabitants of Florence, "" ho requested 
that he would take upon himself the admini
stration and care of the republic, in the same 
manner as his grandfather and his father had 
before done c. Had Lorenzo even been divested 
of ambition, he well knew the impossibility of 
retiring with safety to a private station, and 
without long hesitation complied with the wishes 
of his fellow-citizens ~, Sensible, however, of 

the 

< Rlcor dl Lor. In App No. XII. 

~ If we gIve ImpliCIt credIt to M.lchl.lvelli, L(ll enzo 
was in .1 gre.It degl ce mdebted for thIs hlg41 dI~tInctlOn to 
Tomaso /)odellnI, who (.1' that author Inform, m) hId, 
after the death of PlelO dc' MediCI, obtained such inrlu
cnce In the CIty, tllat he was consulted on ,111 aff,urs of 
importance. and W.IS even addreosed by foreIgn powers 
as the pnnclpal person III the republic. On this trying 
OCC.151011, Tomaso. we are told, gave a stnkmg proof of 
his moderation and fiJ.ehty. He assembled by llIght the 
princIpal citizens III the convent of S. Antonio, when 
1.01 en70 and Giuh,mo were prc,ent, to vlt" into cOllsi
deratlOl1 the stale of the republic; where, by many argu
ment~. he connUl.ed Ius .mdltors of the expedlenry of 
contInUlllg the Mecil('1 III the elcv.1tcd 5ldtlOn which their 
al~cc~tors had so long enjoyed. (llfac. 1st. M. 7.) ThiS 

dCCOl,lIlt, 
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the drfficulties which he had to encounter, he 
took every precaution to obviate the ill effects 
of envy and suspicion, by selecting as his prin. 
cipal advisers such of the citizens as were most 
esteemed for their integrity and their prudence, 
whom he consulted on all occasions of import
ance. This practice, which he found so useful 
to him in his youth, he continued in his maturer 
years; but after having duly weighed the opi. 
nions of others, he was accustomed to decide on 
the measures to be adopted, by the strength of 

his 

account, though ~o circumstantially related, and adopted 
e~en by AmmlraLO and Fabrolll, I am led to reject, on 
the ~lmple narr,ttIve of Lorenzo III his RicoHh. If 
l.UfClllO wa~ III fact called upon to t,tke the directIOn of 
the republIc two days .. fter the death of his Llthel', there 
~eems to have been but lIttle time allowed for the honours 
paid by the CItizens, and by foreign powers, to Tom~so 
Sodenl1i. And If Lorenzo accepted thIS honourable 
distlllction in his own house, as he expres~ly informs us 
was the C,lse, there was no occaqon for his attendance In 

the convent of S. Antonio, whll~t the citizclI5 debated 
whether he should preserve tIle 1 ank whiel! hiS famIly had 
so long helJ in Florence. His continuance in this rauk 
was not oWlllg to tbe favour or tIle eloquence of an indi
vidual, but to the extensive wealth and influence 'of his 
family, its powerful foreign connel.ions, and above all, 
perhaps, to tht' remembrance d the many benefits 
wh.ich it had .;c·nferred upon the republic. 

C HAP. 
II!. 



THE LIFE OF 

C HAP. his own judgment, and not seldom in opposition 
JIl. to the sentiments of those wit,1 whom he had 

advised. Letters of condolence were addressed 
to him on the death of his father, not only by 
many eminent individuals, but by several of the 
states and princes of Italy, and from some he 
received particular embassies, with assurances pf 
friendship and support. 

Clullano 

dc' Medici. 
Between Lorenzo and his brother Giuliano 

there subsisted a warm and uninterrupted affec
tion. Educated ,mder the same roof, they 
had always particIpated in the same studies 
and amusements. Giuliano was therefore no 
stranger to the learned languages, and, in his 
attention to men of talents, emulated d!e e,.,. 
ample and partook of the celebrity of hIS bro
ther. He delighted in music and in poetry; 
particularly in that of his native tongue. which 
he cultivated \C\ith success rand by his generosity 
and urbanity gained in a great degree the afFec
tions of the populace, to which it is probable his 
fondness for public exhibitions not a little con
tributed. At the death of his father, Giuliano 
was only about sixteen years of age, lIO that the 
administration of public affairs rested wholly' on 
Lorenzo, whose constant attention to the im. 
provement of his brother may be con~idered 

as 
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as the most unequivocal proof of his affec- C HAP. 
III. 

tion e. 

A hasty and ill-conducted attempt by Ber
nardo Nardi, one of the Florentin~ exiles, to 
surprise and possess himself of the town of 

Prato, 

e " Gaudeo mirum in modum ] ulianurn nostrum se 
"lotUm hteris tradldlsse; Illi groltulor, ·ttbl'lue gratias 
" ago, quod eum ad hrec prosequcnJa ~tudia eXCItaveris." 

Laur. flIed. a4,Pol. In Ep. Pol. !th. to. 

<I ]ullanus luus vere frater, hoc est ut docti putant 
" fer(: alter, Ipse ~ihl III stud~s e~t non modo Jam miri
"ficus hortator, sed et preceptor; nihilquc nobis ad 
" sumrnam voluptatem dcest nISI quod abes," &c. 

Pol. ad Laur. Md. i". 
If we may admit the evidence of a poet, the two 

brother~ exhibIted a striking example of fratl"rnal affec
tIOn. 

In Laurenttum, Juliumque Petri F. Fratrts pliss/mos. 

" Nee tanta Ebaho~ tenUIt concordia fratres, 
" Nee tanta Atndas fredere Junxit amor, 

" Impllclilt quanta Medicum duo pectora nexu 
" Mitis amor, can cars gratia, pura fides; 

Ie Unum velie animis, unum esl quoque nolle duobus, 
• " Corque sibi altern ... dant caplUntque manu: 

" Esse qUId hoc dicam Juli, ct tu maxime Laurens, 
" Anne duos una mente caler.: putem 1" 

• Pol. M. EpIgram. in Ope Ald. 1498. 

YOLo I. N 

Attack on 
Prato. 
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Prato, a part of the Florentine dominions, was 
one of the first events that calld for the inter~ 
position of the republic. A body of soldiers 
was dibpatched to the relief of the place, but the 
intrepiahy of Cesare Petrucci, the chief magi~ 
strate, assisted by Giorgio Ginori. a Florentine 
citizen and knight of Rhodes, had rendered 
further assistance unnecessary; and Bernardo 
being made prisoner, was sem to Florence, 
where he paid with his life the forfeit of his 
folly f. Bei~g interrogated previous to his exe
cution, as to his moth-es for making such an 

• 
attempt with so small a number of follo~ers, 
and ~uch little probabiMty of success, he replied, 
that haviQg determined rather to die in Florence 
than to live longer in exile, he wished to ennoble 
hi~ death by some splendid action g. No sooner 
had this alarm subsided, than apprehensions 
arose of a much more formidable nature. Pur
suing his destructive conquests, the Turkibh 
emp~ror, Mahomet II., had attacked the island 
of Negropont, which wmposed a part of the 
Venetian territory, and after a dreadful slaughter 
of both Turks and Chri~tians, had taken the 
capital city by storm, and put the inhabitants to 

the 

f AIIIIII bt. Ftor. 'V. Ill. p. 107- g Mac. Hut. lib. 7. 
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the sword h. Encouraged by success, he vowed 
not to lay down his arms until he had abolished 

the religion of Christ, and extirpated all his fol~ 
lowers. A strong sense of common danger is 
perhaps of all others the most powerful incentive 
to concord, and the selfish views of the Italian 
states were for a short time lost in the contem~ 
plation of this destructive enemy, whose success 
was equally dreaded by the prince, the scholar, 
and the priest. In the month of December 
1.;70' a league was solemnly concluded, for the 
common defence, between the pope, the king of 
Naples, the duke of Milan, and the Florentines, 
to which almost all the other states of Italy 
acceded I. • In the same month Lorenzo de' 
Medici received a further proof of the confi~ 

dence of his fellow-citizens, in being appointed 
syndic of tht:: repnblic, by virtue of which 
authority he bestowed upon Buongianni Gian. 
filiazzi, then Gonfaloniere, the order of knighl
hood in the church of S. Reparata k. 

The multiplicity of his public concerns did 
not prevent Lorenzo from attending to his 
domestic affairs, and taking the necessary pre

Gllltions 

Ii JJhdal. AI/a. ~'. \\ JI 507. 1 lb. /' 50ft 

k AIIII'I. 1JI. FlOr. 'V. IIi. /'. J 07 

N2 
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cautions for conrinuing with 2dvantage tho~e 
branches of commerce which had proved so 
lucrative to his ancestors. Such were the profits 
which they had derived from these sources, that 
besidei: the immense riches which the family 
actually possessed, the ancesto:"s of Lorenzo 
had in a course of thirty-seven years, computing 
from the return of Cosmo from banishment in 
1434, expended in works of public charity or 
utility upwards of 660,000 florins; a sum which 

Lorenzo himself justly denominates incredib1e, 
and which may serve to give us a striking idea 
of the extensive traffic by which such munifi
cence could be 'supported " In relating this 
circumstance, Lorenzo gives his heart'y sanction 
to the manner in which this money had been 
employed. Some persons would perbaps Ilmk, 

says he, in hil> private Ricordi, tbat It would be 
more desirable to have a part of It ill tbeir purse ,. 
but I C0J1CC1'Ue It bas been a great advantage to tIle 

public, alld ",,:ell/md Ollt, and am therefore per
fcctly Jfltlljied. Of this sum the plincipal part 
had been acquired and expended by Cosmo 
de' Medici, who had carried Qn, in conjunction 
\"ith his brother Lorenzo, a very extensive trade, 

as we~l in Florence as in foreign parts. On the 
death 

1 Rlcoldl ,It Lo,-. de' 'Met!. In AlP No XII 
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death of Lorenzo, in the year 1440, his pro
portion of the riches thus obtained, which 
amounted in the whole to upwards of 235,000 
florins, was inherited by his son Pier Francesco 
de' Medici, for whose use Cosmo retained it 
until the year 145 I, W hen a distribution took 
place between the two families. From that time 
it was agreed, that the traffic of the family 
should be carried on for the joint benefit of Pier 
Francesco, and of Piero and Giovanni, the sons 
of Cosmo, who were to divide the profits in 
equal shares of one third to each, and immense 
riches were thus acquired m; but whilst Cosmo 
and his descendants expended a gl eat part of 
their wealth in the service of the country, and 
supported the hereditary dignity of chiefs of the 
It:pub!ic, Pier Francesco preferred a private life, 
and equally remote from the praise of munifi~ 
cence or the reproach of ostentation, transmitted 
to his descendants so ample a patrimony, as 
enabled them, in concurrence with other favour
able circUlmtan~es, to establish a permanent 
authority in Florence, and finally to overturn 
the liberties of their native place. 

Of 

III RICO, ck di L(Jt". de' Med. in App. No. XII. 

N 3 
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Of the particular branch of traffic by which 
the Medici acquired their wealth, little infonIf. 
ation remains; but there is no doubt that a 
considerable portion of it arose from the trade 
which 'the Florentines~ in the early part of the 

fifteenth century, began to carryon to Alex
andria for the productiom of the east, in which 
they attempted to rival the states of Genoa and 
of Venice. To this they were induced by the 
representations of Taddeo di Cenni. who having 
resided at Venice, .md being apprized of the 

advantages which that city derived from the 
traffic in ~pices amI other eastern merchandize, 

prevailed upon !Jis countrymen, in the year 1.:1.2 I, 

to aim at a participatioll in the trade. Six new 

officers were accordingly created, under the 

title of maritime consuls, who were to prepare 
at the port of Leghorn (the dominion of whi(h 
city the Florentines had then lately obtained bv 
purchase) two larhc galleys and six guard-ships". 
In the following ycar thc FInn ntines entered on 
their ncw commerce with gl eaJ: solemnity. A 
public procession took place, and the divine 
favour) which had always accompanied their 
domestic unocrtakings, was solicited lipon their 

maritime 

n "'/"1111, 1st. Flor. 'V. ll, p. 994' 
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maritime concerns. At the same time the first ~ HAP. 

armed vessel of the republic was fitted out on a III. 

voyage for Alexandria, in which twelve young 
men of the chief families in Flurence engaged 
to proceed, for the purpose of obtaining expe-
rience in naval affairs. Carlo Federighi and 
Felice Brancacci were appointed ambassadors to 
the sultan, and were provided with rich presents 
to conciliate his favour. The embassy was emi
nently successful. Early in th~ following year 
the ambassadors returned, having obtained per
mission to form a commercial establishment at 
Alexandria, for the convenience of their trade, 
and with the extraordinary privilege of erecting 
a church fa. the exercise of their religion 0. In 
this branch of traffic, which was of a very lucra-
tive nature, and carried on to a great extent, the 
Medici were deeply engaged, and reciprocal 
presents of rare or curious articles were ex
changed between them and the sultan8, whirh 
sufficiently indicatc their friendly intercourse. 

Bcsides the profits derived from their mef
cantile concern:::, the wealth of the Medici was 

obtained 

o Amm. 1st. FIOT. 'V j .. P 999. 

N 4 

Other 
souP eo:: of 
tllllr I e
venu •. 



'tHE LIFE (IF 

C HAP. obtained through many other charllnels. A very 
m. large income arose to Cosmo and his descend

ants from their extensive farms at Poggio
Cajano, Calfagiolo, and other places, which 
were caltivated with' great as&iduity, and made 
a certain and ample return. The mines of allum 
in different parts of Italy were either the property 
of the Medici, or were hired by them from their 
respective owners, so that they were enabled 
almost to monoRolize this article, and to render 
it highly lucrative. For a mine in the Roman 
territory it appears that they paid to the papal see 

the annual rent of lOO,OOO florins p. But per
haps the principal sources of the riches of this 
family arose from the commercial lianks which 
they had established in almost all the trading 
cities of Europe, and which were conducted by 
agents in whom they placed great confidence. 
At a time when the rate of interest frequently 
depended on the necessities of the borrower, 

<.nd was in most cases very exorbitant, an incon
ceivable profit must haVE hren derived from thtse 
establishments, which, as we have before noticed, 
were at times resorted to for pecuniary assiH~ 
ance by the most powerful sovereigns of Europe. 

In 

p Fahr. In vita Laur. v. i. p. 39. 182. 
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In the month of March 1471, GaIeazzo 
Sforza, dukeof Milan, accompanied by hisduches8 
Bona, sister of Amadeo, duke of Savoy, paid a 
visit to Florence, where they took up their resi
dence with Lorenzo de' Medici; but their at.tend
ants, who were very numerous, were accommo
dated at the public charge~. Not sufficiently 
gratified by the admiration of his own .tubjects, 
Galeazzo was desirous of displaying his magni
ficence in the eyes of the. Florentines, and of 
partaking with them in the spectacles alld amuse. 
ments with which their city abounded. His 
equipage was accordingly in the highest style of 
splendor and expellce r; but notwithstanding 

this 

'I They con~isLed of one hundred men olt arms, and 
five hundred infantry a5 a guard, fifty running footmen 

richly dressed in silk and silver, and so molny lllJblt'meq 
and courtier!':, that, with their different -retlJ1ucs, they 
amounted to two thousand horsemen. Five hundred 
couple of dogs, with an mfinite number of falcons and 
hawh, cOITIpleted the p4ge<\ntry. 

Amm. ist. Flor. 'D. iii. p. 108. 

r MuratorI, (Annalt d' ila/la, 'V. n. P 51 I.) after Corio 
(lst. dz Milano,) IIlforms m, that thli, Journey was under
t .. ken by G,t!~J.7Z0 under the prcteAt of the perfor~ance 
of a vow. ValorI supposes that tht> motive of the duke 
was to COl. firm the authority of LorcTlzo in Florencf'. 

Galeano \\I.\S not remarkable eIther for Ius piety or hiS 
prudence; 

C HAP. 
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this profusion, his wonder, ancL;)crhaps his envy, 
was excited by the superior magnific~nce of 
Lorenzo, which was of a kind not always in the 
power of riches to procure.' Galeazzo observed 
with admiration the extensive ':ollection of the 
finest remains of ancient art, which had been 
selected throughout all Italy for a long course of 
years wkh equal assiduity and expence. He 
examined with apparent pleasure the great variety 
of statues, vases, gems, and intaglios, with which 
the palace of Lorenzo was ormmented, and in 
which the v:llue of the materials was often 
excelled by the eXl1uisite skill of the 'Workman
ship; but he was more particularly gratified by 
the paintings, the productions of the best masters 
of the times, and owned that he had seen a 
greater number of excellent pictUl es in that place, 
than he had found throughout the rest of Italy. 
With the same attention he examined the cele. 
brated collection of manuscripts, drawings, and 
other curious articles of which Lorenzo was 
possessed; and notwithbtanding hIS predilection 
for courtly grandeur, had the taste, or the 

address, 

prudence; and It seems mOl e IJmh.lble tlt It thIS excursIOn 
W1S nnuertakcn merely to gl .Itlfy hiS v,mlty, which lIe dId 
at the expence of 200,000 gold ducats. In tr,lclllg the 
motl\'es of conduct, hl,tOll.ms frequently forget how 
many are to be ,ought fOl 1Jl til .. tollies of manh.mJ, 
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address, to acknowledge, that in comparison 
with what he had seen, gold and silver lost their 
value. The arrival of the duke at Florence 
seems to have been the signal for general riot 
and dissipation. Machiavelli affects to ·speak 
with horror of the irregular conduct of him and 
of his courtiers; and remarks, with a gravity 
that might well have become a more dutiful son 
of the church, that this wal> the first time that 
an open disregard was avowed in Florence of the 
prohibition of eating flesh in lent '. l:;'or the 
ammcment of the duke and his attendants three 
public spectacles were exhibited; one of which 
was the annunciation of the virgin, another the 
ascension of Christ, and the third the descent of 
the holy spirit. The last was exhibited in the 
church of the S. Spirito; and as it required the 
frequent me of file, the building caught the 
flames, and was entirely consumed-a circum
stance which the piety of the populace attri
buted to the evident displeasure of Heaven. 

There is however abundant reason to believe 
that Lorenzo was induced to engage in the avo
cations and amusements before mentioned, rather 
by necessity than by choice, and that his happiest 

hours 

• Mac. Hut. lib. 7. 
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C HAP. hours were those which he was permitted to 
III. devote to the exercise of his talehts, and the 

improvement of his understanding, or which 
were enlivened by the conversation of those .. 
emment men who sometimes assembled under 
his roof in Florence, and occa~ionally accom
panied him to his seats at Flesole, Careggi, or 
Caffagiolo. Those who shared his more imme
diate favour, were MarsillO Flcino, the three 
brothers of the fd!1lily of Pulci, jlnd Matteo 

Angelo FI anco; but of all his literary friends, Politiano 
I'olitl<lno. 

was the rno~t particularly di~tingui5hed. It has 
been said that thi~ cmment scholar was educated 
under the protection of Casillo de' Medic.i, but 
at the death of Cosmo he was only ten years of 
age, having been born on the fourteenth day 
of July 1454. Pohtiano was indebted for his 
education to Piero, or rather to Lorenzo dl.;' 
Medici, whom he always considered as his pecu
liar patron, and to whom he felt hilmelf bound 
by every tie of gratitude t. The place of his 

birth 

t Flclno, addres5ing lumsdf to Leren7o, denominates 
Pohti.l{\o " Angelus PolltllllllS noster, alumnus tuus, accr
" rimo vir judiCIO." And PolItl,mo lllmself says, " In
'I nutntus .lUtem pene Ii puero sum castlsslmi~ Illis pene
&< tr,lilDtls m.lgl11 Vlfl, et In hac sua florentl~5lma repubhca 
" pnncIlllo I.aurentl Medlcl~." 

Pol. Ep. ad Johannem Rrgem Por/uga//ztt. In Ep, 
Irb. x. Ep. I. 
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birth was Monte-Pulciano, or Mon~Politianus, a 
small town in the territory of Florence u, whence 
he d~rived his name, havmg discontinued that of 
his family, which has given rise to great diver
sity of conjecture respecting it v. The father of 

Politiano, 

u MOllle-Puluano i~ rcmarkable al~o for produclllg tl1e 

best ~ me no', only In Italy, but in Europe. In the 
Ditlrambo of Reth, Bacchus, after enumeratlD[ ,.very 
l..nO\Vn SPCCICS of W1l1e, declares, by a definitive sentence, 
that • 

MONTI:.-PULCIANO D'OGNI VI NO F.. lL RE. 

v Some authors Ilave given him the name. of Angelllt 
Easstls, but more modern cntlcs have contended that his 
re.1l name W,l~ CUll, bemg a contractIOn of Ambrogmi. 
(Menage Alllibad/d, Ill.l, c.14. Bayfe Diet. Hi~t. Art. Po
/zUlli) Mend,clllU>, mIlls labonom hl"tnry of the lIfe of 
tll15 author, employs 111~ first chapter III a:;certamil1g his 
re.llllame, and con,t.tntly JenOmll1dte.> ]llID Angelu! Am
bragmus Po!JtraTlus. The Ab.1te Scr.l"I, 1R hIs lIfe of Poli
tI LnO, prdixed to the e(litlOll of 111~ Tr.Iltan pocm<; by Co
m mo, (P adlla, 1765,) 1<; abo of opmlOn, that the name of 
Bauus I~ ~UppOSltltlOllS, and elldeavOUI'\, on the authority 
of Salvil1l, to acco:mt for the flse of the mIstake. Not
W1t h~tandmg the~c re~pcctable authOlltle~, tndlsput.tble 
evidcll(e rcmalll5, that in 'he c<lrly p::trt of hIS life Poli
tiano denominated hllnse)f by the L.1t1ll appc1htlOl1 of 
Bassus. Not to rely on the eplg~am " ad Bassum," 
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THE LIF!: OF 

Politiano, th0Ugh not wealthy, was a doctor of 
the civil law, which may be an. answer to the 
many invidious tales as to the meanness of his 
birth. On his arrival at Florence he applied 
himsJ f with great diligence to the study of the 
Latin language under Cristoforo Landino, and 
of the Greek, under Andronicus of Thessalonica. 
Ficino and Argyropylus were his instructors in 
the different systems of th~ Platonic and Aris
totelian philosophy; but poetry h~d irresistible 
allurements for his young mind, and his stanz,c 

on the Cio~tra of Giuliano, it they did not first 
recom~nd him to the notice of Lorenozo, cer. 
tainly obtained his approbation, and secured his 

fwour. 

pi inted .11110I1g<,L 1ll> \\ (Irk >, and cCHain1 y dddres,e 1 to 
111m, which l'vIClld.tIllll<' ,11ppose, Ie,l Vos' iuq mto hi~ 

error, \\ e h,t\ e the mmt decI,I\'C C\,IUtllce all thl'> subJecL 

from ddfcrcnt In, morallt/a III the IUlld-wlltmg of PO]ltlau", 
yet rem,lImn:.; III Lhe Laurcntl,ll1 IIbl ,11'), which I sh,lll 
hen:.lftcr ll.lVl occasIOn more P,ll LIcli Lui) to stale, and Jfi 

wluch he;: ,nb,cnbc., hIs 1l.1me AII:;dlls Bassils PO/illalIUS. 

BdUdll1l, who h,l' Iud cv~ry po"lbk oJ1l'ortlln!ly of IU
form.moll on thl<; ,ubILct, a,cordlngl), gn es Ium th.lt 

denOIllIll,ltIOn. (Spec. Lit. Flor ~) i.p. '72.) TIl.1tBauIIJ 

was ,lIl .lc.ldcIIlIC.l1 n,llue, as,lllIleu by Politl1.110 in hI> 

youth, hllght be contelJded ''11th some upgree of prob,lbl

llty. De Bure h1., given llim thc nJ.me of Jean Pelll 

(BzbllOgr. Inslr. 'V IV. p. 27':) 111 which <lbsurdlty he was 

pi ec.:ded by auother of hiS '.OUl1tT) men, Guy P.ltlD. 



LORENZO DE' MEDICI. 

favour "'. The friendsh!p of Lorenzo provided 
for all his wants, and enabled him to prosecute 
his studies free from the embarrassments and 
interruptions of pecuniary affairs x: He was 
early inrolled amo~g the citizens of Flm,;ence, 
and appointed secular prior of the college of 
s. Giovanni. He afterwards entered into ele. 
rical orders, and having obtained the degree of 

doctor 

W Eteulm ego tencr,l adhuc xt.He ~ub duobm e:n.cllrn
t1~sjm;5 11Om1Dlbu5, M,lr~dlO FICIllO FIorentino et Argy. 

ropulo 13,zantmo Penpatetlcorum '111 tem,porI3, longe 
dans<,imo, d3bam qUidem plulosoph,x lltllquC operam, 

sed non .ulmodum .!s'I'.hl.tm ; 'Iddlcet ad Homen poetx 
bl.mJlInenta n.lLur.t et xLlte prochvlor. 

Po!. mfiNe Muccl!. 

x Omma tlb. ,ld lDgenue plulo;ophdndum adJument.l 
~\lppedJt'IL [dvor ac gl,(tld L,wrcllLll MeJlces, m,l>-lIDl-ll.lc 
t(mpe;t,(te ,tudlOrum patrol1l: qlll nllS;IS per uillversum 
ten drum nunCll5, III omm dI,uplin.trum genere libros 
cCtnqUirit, nulh sumpwI p,lrcIt, CJuo lIbl .le rdlqul~ pex
c1.lrts IllgCI1IlS, bOllarum arLllnn studl.! xmulantlbus, 
in,truUlcnta <lbund,llltlsslm.( p.lret. (N,c. LeomccnuJ ad Pol. 

m Pol. Ep ltb. II. Ep. 7.) Nor diU Polltlano hesit.lte, 
upon occaSlOll, to trouble his patron with hiS per~onal 

w,mts. F'lom onc of hIS eplgr<lmS It <lppears that hiS 
iJ1<lltenll(,n to orcbb nad rcnderLd It necessdry [or ~im to 
rcque,t IInmedJ.lte .lsoi,t.11lte frnm I.orenlo's wdrJrobe : 
and from anotht!l' \~ t! fina Ih«t ,'lcll as'15tance WJ.'i !lot 
deUlcd him. Thebe cp'grdm, ment a place III the Ap~ 
pendix, 'VIde No. XVII. 
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THE LIFE orr 

C HAP. doctor of the civil law, was nnminated a cano1'l 
JII of the cathedral of Florence. Intrusted by Lo

renzo with the education of his children, and the 
care of his extensive collection of manuscripts 
and 'lntiquities, he constantly resided under his 
roof, and was his inseparable companion at those 
hours which were not devoted to the more 
important concerns of the state. 

flls temper 
andd\a-

Respecting tIle temper apd character of 
Politiano, his epistles afford us ample inform
ation. In one of these, addre~sed to Matteo 
C~rvino king of Hungary, a monarch eminently 
distingui~heJ by his encour dheU1ent of learned 
men, he hesitates not: whilst he pays a just 
tribute of gratitude to the 1..indness of Lorenzo, 
to claim the merit due to his own industry and 
talents Y. From a humble st/ltatlOn, says he, I 
have, by tbe favour and frzendshlp of Lorenzo dc' 
MedIcI, been raiJed to some degree of rank and 

celebrtty, without any otber ncol7l171cndattOn than 

111y prqjiClenry til Itterature. Durmg many years 
I have not only tougbt til Florence the Latm tongue 

wtth great approbation, but ('Ven III the Gre~k lall

guage I bave contendedwtth the Greeks themscfves

a species of ment that I may boldly say b.2S not been 

attamed 

Y PrJl. Ep. lib. ix. Ep. I. 
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attained by any of my countrymen for a thousand C HAP. 

years past. In the intercourse which Politiano III. 

maintained with the learned men of his time, he 
appears to have been sufficiently conscious of 
his own superiority. The letters addressed to 
him by his friends were in general wtll calculated 
to gratify his vanity; hut although he was in 
a high degree jealous of his litel ary reputation, 
he Wd~ careful tu d;otinguish how far the 
applauses be&towed upon him were truly merited, 
and how br they were intenaed to conciliate his 
favour. If he did not always estimate himself 
by the good opinion entertained of him by 

others, he did not suffer hil1)self to be depressed 

by their envy or their censure z. I am no more 
rmsed or dejected, says he, by the }lattery of my 

frtends, or the accusatIOns of my advcrsaner, than 
f am by the shadow of my own body; for although 

that sbadow fllay be somewhat longfr In the morning 

and the evemn, than It IS m the nllddle of tbe day, 

tblS wti/ scarcely mduce me to tbrnk myself a taller 

man at those tWles than I am at noon. 

The impulse which Lorenzo de' Medici had 
given to the cause of letters soon began to be 

felt 

VOL. I. 

Z Pol. Pp. Itb. 1Ii. Ep. Z4. 
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felt not only by those who immediat::::ly surrounded 
him, but throughout the Tuscan territories, 

and from thence it extended itself to the rest of 

Italy. By the liberal encouragement which he 
held out' to men of learning, and still mOl e by 
his condescension and affability, he attracted 

them from all parts of that country lO Florence; 

so that it is sCclrcely possible to name an Italian 
of that age, dl~ring ui~hed by his prouciency in 
-any branch of literature, th<1t hcls not shared 

the attention or p~utal~cn of the bounty of 

Lorenzo. 

Paul II. between whom and the fam;ly of 

the Medici there sub,isted an irreconcileable 

enmity, died on the 26th of July 1'~7 I, leaving 

behind him the character of an o~tentatious, 

profligate, and illiterate priest. This antipathy, 

which took place ill the lIfetime of Piero dc' 
Medici, though F.lbi 0111 supposes it arose after 
his death", \-vas occa~ioned by the ambition of 

Paul, who unuer the influence of motives to 
which we have before adv<:rted, was desirous of 

possessing himself of the city of Rimini, then 
held by Roberto, the natural son of Gismondo 
Malatesti, whose vircues had obliterlled in the 

eyes 

• Fal". trl '1!lla Laur. 'V.I. p.29. 
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cyee; of the citizens the crimes of his father b. C HAP. 

Finding his pretensions opposed, Paul attempted 111. 

to enforce them by the sword, and prevailed 
upon his countrymen the Venetians to afford him 
their assistance. Roberto had resorted· for suc-
cour to the Medici, aFld by their interference 
the Roman and Venetian troops were speedily 
opposed in the field by a formidable army, led 
by the duke of Urbino, and supported by the 
duke of Calabria and Roberto Sanseverino. 
An engagement took place, which termi-
nated in the total rout of the army of the pope, 
who, dreading the resentment of so power-
ful an alliance, acceded to such terms as the 
conquerors thought proper to dictate; not how-
ever without bitterly inveighing against the 
Medici fOI the part they had taken in opposing 
his ambitiom prolect. 

During the pontificate of Paul II. letters and 
science experienced at Rome a cruel and unre
lenting persecution, and their professors exhi
bited in their sufterings a degree of constancy 
and resolution, which in another cause might 
have advanced them to th~ rank of martyrs. 

The 

b Amm. 1st. FlOI'. 'j!. iii. P 105. Mural. Ann. 'V ix. 

p·505· 
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Pdul a prr. 
se~n'or of 
learned 
men. 
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The imprisonment of the historian Platina, who, 

on being arbitrarily depr:.ved of a respectable 

office to which he was appointed by PlUS II. had 

dared to thunder in the ean of the pope the 

dreaded name of a general council, might per

haps admit of some justification; but this was 

only a pJleluJe to the devastation which Paul 

made alllong~t the men of learning, who, during 

his pontificate, h<td chosen the. city of Rome as 

their residence c. A number of tbest' uniting 

together, had formed <! society for the research 

of antiquities, chiefly wIth a view to elucidate 

the works of the ancient autho!~, from medals, 

inscriptions, and ot!lcr rClllaim of art. As an 
incitement to, or as charactcnstic of their studies, 

they llao assumed classic !lame.>, and thereby 

gave the first in~tance of J. practice which has 

since become general among the academicians 

of Italy. 'Vhilst these men \vCre employing 

themselves in a manner that did honour .to their 

age auo. country, Paul was indulging his folly 

and hi~ vanity in ridIculous ano. contemptible 

exhibitions d; and 11dppy had it been if he had 

confined 

- ---------
, Plalma wl1a 't'lta elt Paolo II. llJUIatorz an,l. '11. ix. 

P'50'i , 

II Correvano i vecchl, ("(jrrcI'ano i glOvani, corrcvalJO 
quelh che ,rano ell mCL:l,1 et~) (.orrev.lUO 1 gluclei, e Ii 

facevano 
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(:nnfined his attention to these amusements; but 
on the pretext of a conspiracy against his per
son, he seized upon many members of the 
academy, which he pretcnded to consider as a 
dangerous and seditious assembly, accusing them 
of havll1g, by their adoption of heathen names, 
marked their aver8ion to the Christian religion. 
Such of them as were so unfortunate as to fall 
into hIS hanos he cOlllmitted to prison, where 
they underwent the torture, in order to dPRW 
from them a confession of crimes which had no 
existence, and of heretical opinions which they 
had never avowed. Not being abl,~ to obtain 
any evidence of their guilt, and finding that 
they had resolution to suffer the last extremity 
lather than accuse themselves, Paul thought 
proper at length to acquit them of the charge, 
but at the same time, by a wanton abuse of 
power, he ordered that they should be detained 

In 

f,llcvano ben ntur.lfC prIll1Ij. perc he menD VelOCI con es
sero. Cornv,1l10 I c.lV,tlb, Ie C,IV.lllc, glr ,151111, C I buf

fah con plaecre dl tuttI, che per Ie rISd. grandi potevano 
appena st.' r Ie gentI Il1 pie. II cJrrere che SI f<lceva, er,t 
dall' areo til Domlzl,mo 5ino alb cIlIes.l di .S. M,lrcD. 
d,we St.IV.1 d pap,l, che sllpremo gusto e pI,lcere dl queste 
ft:5tC prendeva; e dopo II conn usava anche a fanclUlli. 
lord! tutti dl f.mgo, questa cortes,,}, che ad ogm uno dl 
lura facev.! d.!re un c.lrlmo. Plat. ut sup. 

03 

un 
C H A JI. 

III. 


