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A D V E..R TIS E ME oN T 

Concerning the MAP .. 

I HAVE caufed a Map to he engraved, which 
IS far from being croudcd with Names; 

J.nd very proper for this Htftory the Plan 
of it ; becaufc I have cndeayoured to 
:lVOld::l Fault tlut is hut too com 111 on in Charts 
of this Nature, 'V'tZ. the f\Veiling them with 
a great Number of Towns, and other Places, 
not mentioned ill the Hinory, and leaving OLit 

thote tliat 11 e. As rIle l\1ap I exhibit is on .. 
ly calculJ.ted for tIllS -HJf1:ory, I have not 
troubled myfe1f to fct down any P!3ces, which 
arc not nam'd in it; but JS to thofe that are 
treated of; whether they be Cities" Towns, 
or Villdgc5, I think I have omitted none, at 
leaH, of 1\.:ch whuie Situation I was able to 
determin~. 

I MA j( c this Exception hccaufe, as the 
Memoirs of another Perion were my Guide, 
I could not avoid the Mention of fome Places 
I found in thole Mt"1l1oiIS, though their Si· 
tuation Wall not plainl y enough pointed for 
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tne: to give them lheir true Place in the Map. 
Such for Example IS Kjec-Kilttlf, a Cantol1 
IOf ArabIa, where l~lagl})!JlId, 111 172 4 .• If<lde 
tan EX}.l~d\t1()n tllat W.lS very unhWpy for 
him; and the Province ut' BaEtra;r, to which 
'tis [lid the Prince J.1.)'rza-Sc]i, the e1deft 
Son of Schah.fllll!(!t11 IS retired. ~_ ~~_-..," 
thor of the Memolrs prob ... bJ y tbought tbefe 
Nam~s as well known abroJd, as in Perjia 
where he wrote, and thclcfore taid no more of 
them; but as 1 don't find any Trace of them, 
either in the M.lps or the Accounts we ha,,~e 
of theie Countnes, 1 chofe rather to leave 
them out of my Map, than to fet th(;111 down 
at random. For the fame Reafon I helve omit
ted the Town cf Akllit, of which the Au
thor fays nothing morc, than that 'tis a Town 
inh~bited by Arme1JlalJJ. But thde People 
arc ddpcrfc>d irlto 10 many dIfferent Cantons 
of 'Perjia, that a Man mull be a Conjurer, 
unlcfs he had bct:n l1pon the Spot, to 'know 
,","here to place the Town of A/wIt. 

As to l(arabt:gta, wluch is not mention ... 
ed neither by th .. t Name in the I\1i1ps, 
it ftands for all rhar COlmtry which lies be
tween rhe Rivers KIt'!' and Aras, whidl arc 
the qyrus and the A,'azes of the Anttcnts. 
I have not marked rhe Town, becaufe I 
would nor make the Map too broad; but I 
hJ. ve reprefented one End of the Lake of that 
Name, whic:h will fuffice to fix it, becaufe it 
lies to the South-weft 9f that Lake~ 
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VAtERE I have [aid that Machmet·TFali was 
Prince of Hacvufo, II thought I had fufficient-
1y d~ermin'd the Situation of that Province 
by taki~~otice that it bordered upon the 
Province, ?". the Agl.:vans of Haforai, who 
arc Neighbours to thofe of Calldahar. The 
f[l~£f this fingle 'Town fixcs thofe other 
Cantons. 

I HAVE givm a larger Extent to the Pro
vince of MafonderanJ on the South Side uf it, 
than is generally given in the common Maps, 
which I thought make it too narrow: And my 
Reafon for it is this: Sir Johll Chardm, in his 
Coronation of Sotyman, fays, "That from lJ~ 
" pahaTI to 7Jamtlf,aa1J, (the f..lIne Town that 
" the Maps call 'Damga11,) a City which lies 
" at the South End of Afajalldrtl11, or 14-
" brtflal1, 'tis twelve Days Journey; and th:lt 
" £I"()m 'lJamagaalJ to the Call/all Sea 'CIS 

" nine," which is three ~arters of the DiG 
tanee tl"om Ifpahal1- to 'lJama,g.1tlfJ, Now, 
as this Province is conrraded 1ll the lvLp, 
we fc:nce find it a <2l]~uter P.lrt of the \Vay 
from 'Damagaan to the Ca/plall Sea, that IE 
is ii om 'Damaf,aan ro lJpahan; thel cj~)J c 
it muft neccif..lrily be fuppoied, that tillS l)JO· 
vince extends much f.1rther to the South tllJll 

is laid out in the Maps. 
I HA YE not marked a Scale of Miles in thl' 

Map, beca1.lfe in fuch narrow Limits as I helve 
given it, 'twO'Jld be very Difficult to mJh: J. 

j.uft Computation of the Dilbnces, dI)ccilll'l 
\\' 1m 



with Regard to the Towns which areJ b1,1t 
half a League at moftt from lfpahan, the' 
Diftance of which I have taken Notice of in. 
the. Hiftory, much more exactly thap rl was 
pomble to do it in the Map. P.':lldes the 
Degrees of Latitude and LongicU'de will Cup
pl y that Defect. 

As the Reader will be glad tOIee, a[ one 
View, all that thtTu,.~s and .frftt[covttes haye 
qmquered in Perjia, and what hitherto re
mains to them, as well as what remains to the 
Sultan Aj'zrajf, I have taken care to inclofe 
what belongs both to the one and the other 
with particular Points. 

ERRATUM. 
In Pabe 40. LlUe 2.9· for Grllnd SlgrllorJ. read Grandee!. 

A Direction to the Binder. 

Place this with (he Map, jttfl before the 
Hiftory of the late Revolution. 
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HO'VG H the Gazettes and other 
PubtlckNews-Papers have., (Or 
ftveral Tears paJ(, give1l us 
many Parttculars about tbe 
Revolution in Perfia,. 'yet per
haps there is 110 Event of our 

Time, that has bfe1J deltver to us with more 
Obfturity. This is n()t faid to throw a1ry 
Blame upon the Autbors who htl1ld ,thoft 
.Advices to us: They lire not anfiberable 
for Accounts which are font to them at fo 
great a 'lJijlance ,. and., be they tver fo de .. 
ftElive, we o1.t'e them Thanks for the rolfr/! 
they bllve tllke~ ~q !,ifOrm NI, III fliNCh a.t J)at 
in their Powt,f':A of every Thing relatit:. to 
this great Cal1!fb:ophe . 

.Ai tf) Evd,l/-of the Jike Nature ill Coun
tries re1l'J{)te fi·o1ll us J we have nothing ftarce 
" depend -on, /;ut the Retatiotls gIven by 
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( ii ) 
PerjiJ1JJ who were Eye-lf/itnejJc.1J who 'were 
ilt a SituatlfJn and Capacity to be informed, 
110t onlY of what was of a publlck N~Jure, 
IJlet alft of the mofl private Tran./jEH6ns, al 

'i.f)eJl at the Court of Perfia, as'J that Na
tion which has 7lew!! cOllque"fed that vafl 
Kingdom; Perfons, In foort J who bej!1i_Fo
reigllers.J witl; regard to Perfia; CONtil hfiVe 
110 Reafln to favour olle Party morc than 
another. 

The Hijlory which fo"o':1.-'s is founded tp .. 
on Evidmce of this killd; for the only Ptan 
UP011 " .. chichI have formed ItJ is the lrlemoirs 
of F athf!r Jude Krufinski, a Polifh Jefuit., 
'''f':/;O /trued twenty Tears at Ifpahan.> attd did 
not lea"oe tbat City tIlt to"..('.,'ards tbl! Conctu
fion of the Siege ; and ';2·ho., from Opportll11i. 
ties that I am going to 1nmft01Z J 1.2:as in a 
Ettuotion to be JlJOre particularly informed of 
the intri1!/ick Part of AffaIrs, -than l.r gene
ra~ty poffible for private Men.> and Fo
retg1zer s. 

Two Tears before the dethroning ~fSchahw 
IIuffcin, that is to fay., in 1720. the Bifbop 
of IfpahanJ having a Brief from the Pope.., 
and Letters from the Emperor to the King 
of France.> to deliver to the King of Perfia, 
the Prelate e1t!,al{ed Father Kr~finski-, the 
Procurator of the Jefoits in that Kingdom, 
to accompany him to his Audience, and tu 
affifl him il1 the PToftclltion ofthaft Affairs 
which he bad to negotiate with the King's 
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( iii) 
jjfiniflers. As that Polifu .refUet, ':.:)ho had 
uet!'lf eiJ!,hteen Tears lIt Perfia, was very 
wel'l.ta£.wn at Ifpahan..> aud was hetter ver
jed tha~y other European i,l the j}lethod 
of tranfoll~lIg BUjilteft there..> the Prelate 
repofed fo mttch Confidence m his Probity 
'Ullti Dupe1'ience, that he totally abandoned 
the Care of hl.r Negotiation to him; fo that, 
as Father KrufinskY fays hlmfelf... 1tothin,g 
was treated there but wbat pajJed thro1fgh 
his Haitds. 

The frequeltt Opportlmities <:.,c·l;ich the 
COllrft of tbis Negf),fltltio1J ttl've hIm 0/ t ()1l

verfotg with the chief Alintjlers, atld the 
princlpat Officers ofSchah-HuiTein; alld the 
Frlendfbip they bore bim for his ]1Jtegrity 
and IVijdom, pttt him ittto a Capacity to be 
informed of Abunda11ce of tbe Anecdotes a~d 
Secrets of that Court, which could not he 
learlted fi'om any bttt thofe 1.1':/;0 "-."Jere COIl

cerned in the Arcana of /ljJai1's. A filalt of 
his Abilities, who for t7L'O Tears, the mofl 
curious Part of Schah.Hulfein's Rcig11..> amJ 
i11 the very critical Times of the Revoluti011, 
was with att the lrfi1tijlers, and admitted 1tOt 

011!y to their Audiences, but aifo to tbeir Con .. 
verfotion, could not jail of comi11g at many 
PartiCf.tlars wbich coutd not be learned "J'.-'ith. 
Ottt Voors. The Reader wilt eaJiIy diftover 
this in mtmy Partr of this Hijlory" and eJ)e
ciatty i1l thofo' which relate to the /'''1-
trigUeJ and FineJfos of Myrr-Weis,., Father 
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( iv ) , 
to M yrr -Maghmud, 'who dethroned Schab .. 
Huffein. The jirfl Part of this Hiflor.x is 
the more curious ~ becaufl it is qUIte ne~ to 
Europe .. u-'here nothing of it has bitft1fo been 
fo much ar touched on. /( 

Father Krufinski wanted nothin~ to he 
ful{Y informed of every Circttmjla1tcc t:clating. 
to the Revolution Ilt Perfia, hut to have the 
flme IntImacy u)ztb the Aghvans, who are 
the ConqlJerOrS, as he had with the Pcrfians, 
'u)ho m'e the C01t(p,cred ,. alld 'Providence fa
voured him '"..f,'zth this OpportU1lity in the Man. 
ner I am going to relate. 

?Juring the Siege of Ifpahan, there 1.va.r 
'/tone left in the Jefuits Monaflery at Zulfa; 
btlt the Procurator of that Society, wbo 
choft to fitlY there .. if poflihle to preftrve the 
few Moveables '"W'hzch the lrlijjt'onaries had 
6een forced to leave hehi11d them. This Pro
curator) who hefore tbe Troubles was c6Jiged 
to keep ;11 the Stables, for the 'Dft of the 
Mij]iona"ie.r~ Mule! and .A1fos, 'Which the 
common People of Perna generally ride upon., 
was furnifhed with fiveral Sorts of Salves 
and Ointments proper for the 'Diflemp€'rs of 
thofe A1timals, Ilnd was very welt skilled in 
the lrlethod of apptyinJ!, them When> the 
Aghvans had takelt Zulfa~ it happened that the 
HIgh-Steward of Maghmud's Court, l'Efik 
Aghari, was fizzed with a Viflemper which 
his Phyjicians thought incurahle. As the Re. 
medzes whICh the Jefiiit try'd with 'Vcry 

good 



( v ) 
go~d Succeft in the Cure of the 'lJijiefflPers 
of:BelZfls of Burthen, had acquired htm 
at \ulfa the Reputation of an able P ~'Yjician, 
who ~ !fafler of chotce Secrets, he was 
rec0m...m.eflrt.cl to the Lord Efik Aghari. The 
Pbyjicians '',;/Jvmg already gIven him over, 
he had no Experiment left but to have re
courft to a foreign PraaitlOner, under whoje 
Care he could not fare worJe than he had 
d011e wlth his own VoElors J 1.f.,,'ho thought bim 
Incurable: Therefore the Procttrator .refitit 
was flilt for. As he was more a Farner 
thalt a PhyjicianJ he was not wlttmg to flar't 
out of hts Sphere; andJ the'refire, m Ih~ 
Vft and Appltcatton of hIS RemedtesJ he ma
naged his 'Patimt as be uJed to do his 4{{es 
and ].iu/es. The StlcceJs exceeded his Ex
pdJationJ and his Remedies had the moJl hap. 
lY and compleat EffiEl. The 'Patient, after 
being given 07Jer ,,"-)I his OWl/. Phyjicialts, was 
perfta!J recovered, and the Jefuit by his 
Cure acquired as much Ejieem from tbe Lord 
Efik Aghari as he had gained a Reputation 
for 'Phyjick throtlf!,hottt the Aghvan Army. 
The firfl Vft which the Jefuit Operator 
made of his Credit '"..:Jtth hts Patient, Was 
to engage him to fend for Father Kruftnski, 
his Brother MijJionary from Ifpahan, the only 
.'leftit that was left in the City, 'W·here he 
was ready to perifb for Hunger. He gave 
him to underfland that this Father, to whom 
he Will ollt an Apprentice, WIIS much hctter 
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( vi ) 
skilled tba11bimjelfin PhyJick,and had Secrfet! 
evm more wOltderfut than this. He needet{ no 
other .Arg1twtJtt to per !,iiJade Eflk Aghan to 
.(eNd for hIm from Ifpahan to Zulfa~ 'with 
tbe 'PermrjJi071 of Myrr-Maghm~d';* who 
C07zff1tted to It without any VtJft!ttlty. 

Father Krufinski, coming to the Pattent's 
Houft made fitch ahandfomeAcknou:ledgment 
to hts'Deliverer, by the Sahies and Omtme1l.ts 
of which he made him a PreJh~tJ that he 110t 
on!J gailJed hIS Favour, bttt his Confidence; 
a1td bec,une Olle of his 'moJI imirnate Frimds. 
HIS COlljltl':! .IittC1;da11ce 1tpon this ,great Of
ficer_. a1td t be frcq21em C01J'verjatio1t they had 
together 'u.,'hdc 1.'1: 'U.:'as Oll the mendiltg H..lnd" 
ga've hlw alt Opportlt1lity to be thorott,gh!y in
formed ~rC've1'J'pt7r'tlcularP a{{a(~e iF~ the Expe
dzttOIJ of t/JC Aghv lns; alld it may be a.ffi~rmed 
~hl~t '110 Bod.y was more capable to Jet him right 
1IJ the u'hole Affatr J than flU Officer of tbat 
Ra1lk.) '<1.:/;0 htld bem preJent at alt the C011-
flitations" (wd had the greatefl Share ill tbe 
Exeet/ltO'lI. 

The HijiorJ' J therefore ~ I 1JO,;;!) pttbttjb, is 
takm f1 om the attthentiek and acmrate Me
moir s of aft mtelltge11,t impart iat Man, who 
retateJ 120tbt:tg hut what he flw with his 
O'".-~·ft EyeJ" or heard from the lrfilJijlers of 
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'" He was not yet Maner of rrpltbAI'l; but SChAh-HNjJein, who 
Was JuG: on the POlO! of furrenderlDg 1t, rcfufc:d nothing that h~ 
eiemalldcd. 



( vii) 
/;o~ Parties, of the greattfl Knowkdg~ ana 
./.l thority,. and 1 dare affirm, that there'.r 
ft \te a Hiflory in the World that ean be 
fo "JUeh depellded upon for the Truth and 
Certa;ft~ of FaEls a.r this.~ at leaft to the 
Conctujioft IJf the Tear 172. 5. for the lrlemoirs 
of Krufinski go 110 for~her. 

As for what has paffid from the E'1d of 
that Tear to the pnfont Time ~ which gOe.f 

but a little 1f7ay in the flcond Part of tbi.r 
Work, I could have no Information btlt from 
the pubtick News-Papers, wherein Thmgs 
are reprefented ill a very impel'fie and Ul1-

certai1t Light. Of this the Reader may judge 
by their IVay of dtfltngulfhi"-~ the Ptace 
where tbe Aghvans gained a Vifloyy o'ver 
the Turks in 1727. The Battle, fay they, 
was fought between Erivan and IJPahalt; 
which is very near the flme Thtn/S~ as if, 
to tflt where a Battle was fought m France, 
they /bottld fly it happe1t:Jd betwixt ~in
percorentim andMarfeilles; fi1r the 'Dijla?lce 
betwixt tbefe two Towns tS 110t fo g;'l'.1f as 
between Erivan and Ifpahan. 

As to the tittle 'Dependa11ce that is to be 
placed upon. tboft Origmats, wi! b regard to 
the Certainty of Fafls~ I wilt only give one 
Inflance here, wlJtch is, That it is pretwded 
that the Turks laid Siege, for the jirft Time, 
to Ifpaban-, abOl/-t the End of the Summer 
in 1725. though 'ttS evident from the fife
'moirs If Father Krufinski, that in the Ex-

A 4- fttr ji01Z 



( viii) 
'ur~which they then m4de that If! al, tit.!. 
liil'not come 'ji,'ithin three Vttys Journeyf iif 
t.he Place . 

. lf7hat I melttion at the End of my 8:;/0-
~; touchill~ the Articles of the 'l)'taty of 
Y'C4CC, concluded between the Graf.d Seignior 
and the Sultan Afzraff, is taken from the 
flme News-Papers. 'I have 0111y omitted 
one Article, 'lI)hich I did not thmk i1e tbe 
Itaft probable. 'Tzs that where 'tis .!aid., that 
the Sultan Efre~ and his EfJ~Ys jbaJJ be. re .. 
(eived lit Conftal1,tinople, and in the other 
T01ll.1JS of the Ottoman Emptre as trtlC Mu.f. 
fl1m..en; notwithftanding ilK!l is the Diffe-,. 
renee of Opinions between the Turks and 
PerjialJS~ that they look upon one ;:lnother 
as Hereticks. Thzs Article mzcght have flood, 
~f the Turk bad beelt treatil1g with Schah
Huffein, or the Sophies hu Prn/pccifors, 
who '[,Clere of the Sell ofRafi: B1Jt it can 
by no Meaw fitit 7:,'llh Stt/ttU/. A1zra4f, find 
the Aghvans, who are flOW the prevaIling Na
tion ilt Perfia, alld who are in all Refpefls 
of the flme ReJigi01t, an4 the flme Set! liS 

the Tttrks, 1Ja1J1cl" of the SeU of Sunni, 
or the Fot/owers of Omar, as may be obflr .. 
ved in many Parts of this Hijtory. So that 
this is jlifi the flme Thing, as if, in ~ Treaty 
of Peace between two Roman Catbolick 
Princ(s~ who aJfo acklJowledge one another 
4S [:;cb, it fhould he jtipuJated tbat for the 
fut'lire they /bali flO J\J1Iger treat each other 
IlS Hcnticlu. 1 



( iJl: ) 
1 make theft Ohfervatio"s here, to lid"" ... 

nitA the Q£Jer) that liS' to the Cf!rtaillt" of 
ThN!.s ~ he ougltt to ~ke II f!:cat 'DiffereNCe 
6et jJ,;~en the Fa£l.t poJlqtjq-r to ,lh~ TtlR' 17 ~ 5' 1 

'{JJhich j'f!nlj took from'th~~ ublk~'Newl 
Papers ~ mid which I have [affinal . rc
lattd at the Ctofe of this War ,and the P.;,aj
preceding that Perzod~ which are lilt grounJ-:. 
ed ttpon the certain and genzline JlfC'lI1airs qf 
F atDer Kmfinski: This very Per Jon font 
them to Father Fleuriau... Procurator of the 
Jefuits MiJIlon in the Levant; and from this 
Reverend Father I receiv'd them, in order 
to make them publick; fo that as they' came 
to my Hands from that SOllrce, mid by this 
Canal, the prefent Hiflory I have c01lJpos'd 
from them may J1tflty be look'd flpml as a 
Conti11uatian of the Memoirs of the Levant 
MijJions, Q[ which Father F1curi.m has a/
reddy publijh'd fix Volumes. 

I have not advam"d one Fart concentin.~ 
the Events of thIS Re'vollttlon ... to the End of 
the Tear 172 S. /;~t wbJlt is taken from the 
MemOIrs of Father Krufinski; but I have not 
.bftrved· ti:Je fome Order in my Hiftory as he 
has done.. He divtdes bis Relatioll, i.'1to tbree 
Parts. Tbe fz'rJl cOlttaifts tbe Arrival of 
t~ ,Aghvans be/o'Ke Jfpaban, the Siege {wd 
8I#'Nnder ~f that Capital, tbe Abdtcatjo1J of 
Schah-Huffein, tbe two Tears tl1ld half of the 
Vforper M-.1ghmud's Reign, the Inflatlation 
of h#s 8~"e1for, and hts ACliolJ.f to the E1td 
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( x ) 
of the Tear 17'2). The ftcoltd contain! ,he 
Origin of the Rebellion of t~'"'Aghvans, ftnd 
all the Intrigltcs of Myrr-'Weis, Fathp to 
Maghmud, as wetl at Ifpahan as Ca'ldahar; 
his Rebellion ~ his Retu1'n to his oWn Coun
try, alld the Confeque11ces if that Rebellion., 
to the Moment that. hIS Son Maghmud fet 
()Itt from Candahar at the Head of his Army 
to befiege Kirman jirjt, and then Ifpahan. 
The third and taft Part is flelzt m dtftover
ing the 'Diforder and ConfuJion of the Perfian 
GovenJment in alt its Parts, tinder the Reign 
of a weak Prince, a Slave to the !,yilt and 
Pleafore of his Eunuchs, Perfon.r as inca
pable to govern, as he was himfllf: 

This was the ~1ethod Father Krufinski pro .. 
pos'd in his ... ~1emoirs, which in my Hijtory 
I have thottght fit to atter. The Iaj! Part 
which takes Itp almojt one half of the Me
moirs, is ':Vbat I treat of jirjt, altd what I 
have mofi cOlJtraCled; fo that what retates to 
the 'Dijorders of the Government, confider'd 
j'l gellcrat~ is hardly the eighth Part of my 
Hijlory. But I have taken more Scope as to 
particular Faas, which I have detach'd 
ft'om that third Part, in of'der to range them 
ill their due Place~ ac(,'ording to the Order 
oj Time in tbe COtlrfl ~f the Htjtory. From 
the 'Diforders of tbe Goverllme'llt, I paft to 
tbe Origin of the Aghvans, who have con .. 
'lucr'd Perfia~ wh1t:h taltes in alt the ftcond 
Part of Father Krufinski~s Memoirs, with 

which 
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which 1 co1J.{lude the jirfl Part of my Hif. 
tOT'll. 

'.r7Je flcond Part hegins at the 'Departure 
of MY-1r-Maghmud, when he march'd from 
Candaha" to bejiege Kirmanfirjt, and thm If. 
pahan, and tleftribes the whole Series of the 
Revolution to the Treaty of Peace lately 
concluded between the Gra1td Seignlor and the 
Eultan Afzraff, by which the iatter is left in 
quiet Po.fTeJJion of the Throne of Perfia, and 
flcur'd againfl the only Enemy that was 
powerfitl enough to molefl him in his Con
quejl. 

'Tis true that the Turk has Reafln to be 
fltis.lied witb tbe Share tbat rema;1tS to him.J 
which is near tW9 hundred Leagues oj the 
Country ilt Length, fi'om the Kmgdom of 
eaket, the mojl Northern Part oj Georgia, 
to the City of Amadan on the Sr)1tth.J and it: 
Jome Places above one hUffdred Leagues in 
Breadth. But I leave it to Politicians to 

judge, whether C01tquefis at fo great 7JiJ!ance, 
which ,'each to tbe Center of Perfia~ are a 
valuable Acquijition for a Prince who is 
four hundred or five hundred Leagues ~ff, 
tZl1d who witt be very happy.J if hereafter it 
does not coft him more to preferve them than 
';,p..Jhat he 'Z£'ltt ~et by tbem. 

This 11)a$ aU that I had to MY, ilt order 
to fltisfy the Publtck, as to the lrJateriats I 
bad for thIS Hiflory.J and my Method in wri
ting it. All that remains for me now, is to 

extlailt 
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explain flme Points whit'!' ft~pI' d to me ttt 
Jefirve it. 

I may be 61am'd for Infiance, becauje, e'f}e
tially in the firfl Part ~f my H~f1.ory, I 
mention the FaCls without 'DateJ. . To this 
I anfwer., that I found 1zone In my Memoirs, 
where the Tears are not diJIin,gutjh'd tilt to
'1i-'ards 172.0. Mean Time aJ thts If/ant of 
CJJate is always perplexinL'l, to the Reader, I 
Wilt endeavour to flPPIy It here, and regu
late my ft~f accordtng to an Event wbicb is 
clearly difltng1lifh'd m thoJe MemoirsJ and 
mentiolld in a Note ill tbe jirjl Part of this 
Biflor). 

The Faa is thlS: The 1-fufcovite Em6a.f 
'!y., 'i.f.:hich fo a/arm'd the Pedian Cottrt, he
ca1tfi of the Czar's Power becoming flrmlda
hie even in Afia, after the entire 'Vefeat 
of the J(mg of SWCdCllJ could 1lot arrl've at 
lfpahan tIll aIter the Battle of Pultowa, 
'Lohico was _fou<~ht July 8. 17°<)- and he
cauft it was by ReaJolt of thlS EmbaiIY that 
M yrr-W cis was fint hack to Candahar, 
where [oon after his Arrival he rebelt'd; 
thts ,f!,ives Room to fix the findmg back of 
Myrr-Weis t(Jois own Countr)'J and his Re
be/hon in the tatter Months oftbe Tear J 709-

As it mufl take him up T,me to defeat the ilt 
Imprej]io1'JJ 'll:bzch the PrinCt Georgi-Kan, Go
vernollr of Candahar had given him at the 
Court of Perfia, and afteru'ards to make a 
Tour to Mec~a, and to return from theNce to 

Ifpa-
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Ifpahan, where he alfo flaid .fame Time /;efor~ 
he r~as fent hack to Candahar, he could not 
in left thanfou',. Tears do this., and reCON
cile h~felf with the Miniflers., and the 
Kmg himfo~ aNd erea alt his Batteries 
againfl the Court., by Means of the Rehel. 
ii01t., which he WtlS contriving; fo that it 
may be conjeflur'd that it was about the 
Tear 1705. th,;,t the Prince Georgi-Kan 
font htm to Ifpahan, as a dangerous Man 
that ought to he Jit/Pefied. 

It was not ttlt two Tears after his Re
bellton that an Army was font againfl 
him., whIch he deflated. ThiJ' Expedttiolf, 
and thts 'Defeat could not fait Ott!., tbere
fore., bttt tIt the Tear 1711. 

I meet with another Perplexity rela
ting to the Vcath of Myrr-Wtis. Father 
Krulinski's Memoirs places it jirjl ill 

1717. which Vate is blotted out In 1l!)' fiJa11u
flript, and 17 r 3. writ over it. But as I 
don't Imow whether this is the Authol') l' 
Correllion~ and as beJides the 'Date of 
17'3. cannot tally with the important FaCls 
related in the Memoirs., I thought fit to ad
here to that of 1717. which agreeS' perfefl
b with theft FaEfs. 

'Tis flid that after the Jirfl ViElory 
which Myrr-Wcis gat?J'd over the Perfians, 
which., as I h(7)C prov't!., could not be floner 
than the Tear 171 I. freJh ArmIes u'ere font 
againjt him every tUIO Tc'ar.r., o'ver '::.,'hich he--

1 hall 
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had always the Advantage .. Now if he died 
in 171.3. that is to fay, two Tears after his 
firfl VtC!ory, h~ would not have had the Op
portunity of beating thoft Armies ~ 'wbich af
ter 1711. on!y came every t·wo Tears to give-
him altY Viflurbance .. 

Alm-eover 'tis prov'd by the Memoirs, that 
the Brother of Myrr-W eis~ who flcceeded 
him ill the Prillcipatity if Candahar, e'yoy'd 
that Place Imt a ftw AlonthsJ or even a few 
C)jays,. aud that Maghmud, who had cut off 
hIS Vuc!e's Head~ " .. £.'as hIS immediate Subfli
tutc. Now Maghmud, as is exprefly flid 
ilt 01!r lrJemoirs, 'i.J!)as but twenty fix Tears 
of 4~e wben IJe dted ill 172.5· therefore if 
his Father was dead ilt 17 q. he wo:t!d have 
!:em hltt flttrtem Tears old whett he cut off 
his V1Jcle's Head, altd caus'd htmfelf to be 
deelar'd Prmce of Candahar, and General 
of the Troops of the Nation., which is beyond 
all Probability " whereas by foppoft/g, as 
the fo/al1uftript fays in the firfl 'Ptace, that 
Myrr-Weis did not die ttlt 1717, Maghmud, 
who was then ez!..htee1t Tears of Age, 411d 

who by attendi11g his Father ilt alt hIS Cam
paigns and Excurfions from his Infancy, could 
1tot but be more formed to Btt/jneft~ anti 
more e1tterprizing~ than is ufoal at that 
Age.} might be m a Condition to jill the 
important Pojt to which he cauftd himftlf 
to be appointed. 

It 
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It was not tilt two Tears after his l,z· 

jlaltation., that the Court of Perfta fint an 
Army againfl him, commanded by the Son 
of Sefi-"'uli-Kan, whom hzs Father ftrved 
in fLuality of Lieutenant. Therefore this 
Expedition, which was unfortunate to the 
Perfians, could not he made hut t1t the Tear 
I7 TC/. 

The Jucceflftll Expeditio11 of Luft-Ali .. 
Kan, againfl Myrr-Ma~hmud was made the 
Tear joltowing., and by COl~foquence towards 
the Beginntng of the Summa ofJ720. It 
was in November that fome Tear that 
this Gener at, who r;).,'as involved in the 'Dif
grace of the Prime Mintfler., his Brotber
ilt-Law, was apprehended at Chiras. All 
the FaEls p~flerior to this Evettt are da
ted ilt the Memoirs., as welt as this lafl.,fo 
that it were needleft to run thts Chro
nology {arthtr. EM that the Reader may 
fie the wbole Series of it at one GlaJlCeJ 

and confolt it as be reads this HtJ101}'., I 
think It proper to place it here. 

Myrr-W eis was font as a fiefpec- ~ 
ted 'Perfonjrom Candahar to If-
pahan, towards the Clore of tbe 
Tear. 

There he flafd without going 01!t} 
of the Town tIlt 

lIe 
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I/8..;uieJJiJ 'Pilgrimage to Meccat 

t/tIi'JJlg tlut fame Tear ~ 411d re-
~lied to Ifpahan ahout the End 
iifit oJ or the Beginning of t 

lie was fint hack to Candahar, 
where he rebetJcd ahout the End 
of that Tcar. 

He defented the PerGan A1'11fY ( 
commanded 6y Koftrow-Kan,: S 
Prince of Georgia, in J_ 

f-le died, and was flccudrd firfl by ~ 
his Brother oJ and then by his ft- <) 
CfJ1UJ Son M yrr-MagllnlUd, in 7.. 

Myrr-Maghmud defeated the Per-S 
fiap Army fent againjl him, in ~ 

lie is defeated by the PerGan Gene
ral Luft-Ali-Kan hI the Summer 
of 

The General Luft-Ali-Kan was 
arrefled., and his Army difper
fld by Means of the Vi./!,race of 
Athemat-Doulet his Brother-in
Zaw;,. in_ the Month of No .. 
vemb..!r, 'tpe flm~ Tear. 

My rr-Maghmud hent aU the 1text~ 
Year i,t making Prep4rations 
for a great ExpeditirJ1tj dftd flt 
011t 1ft December. . 

He arrived at Giulnabat, four ~ 
Leagues from Ifpahan, the 8th of 
March. 

He 
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He made himfolf Mafler of Irpa~ 

han, the 22d ofoaober, the flme 
Tear. 

He dti!t4 and his Coujin-Germailz ~ 
Afzraff focceeded him in A pril if 7 2 5 

The Peace between the Gralld 
Stignior and Afzraff w~s C(J1!clu- 7.,. 17 27 
ded at the End of S 
Thus have I gh;en the Chronological Se

rjes of the principal Events of thIS Revo. 
volutionJ which will make atnC11ds for the 
-Want of the 'Dates ilt the fi!'f1 'Part of my 
Hzjtory i for m tbe flcondJ I /;,'lve fit them. 
down exaClty. 

Since..1 wherever I have !poke of great 
Sums of Money in this Htjlory." I have j}e
cify'd them by Tomans, which I have af
terwards valued by our own Coin." I am 06-
Itged to give an ExplanJtton here, both as 
to that Money, and Its Value . 
. The Tomalt is not a jingle Species of Coilt, 

but Money in Tale,) which is uJed m Pedia 
for conjiderahte Sums. 

The Toman,) taken in this Senft., never 
varin in ttfelf,) but the Variation of our 
Coi,zs makes a proportionable Variation i,t. 
tbat. 

At the Tifhe tbat TavernietO was itt Pedia, 
wbere he made his laft Voya~e in 1663. the 
Tom{m 1f.jas valued at about liftem (French) 
Cr.O'lllllu./or,) hya nice Computatian,) at forty-

B ji.~ 
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fix Livres, a Vel1ier~ 1l1td (lne fifth., as he 
himftlf flYS., fpeaking oFtbe rOmalt-. 

Our Money havi1tJ!, rifht filICe, the Valft
ati01t of the Toma1t rifts ill 'Proporttf)'It ; in
flmucb that ill the Time of Sir John Char
din, '* whoft Travels in Pedia are later than 
tDOft of Tavernier, the r01llan was valued 
at fifty Livrcs. 1 '<.C'il! onlY produce t'(£,'o 
Proofs of it taken from hzs Book~ of the 
Coronatjolt of Solyman. lfe there fays., 
p. :s8T. rc- Thry garve him eight Tornans., 
a which m'e four hundred Livrcs." And 
iTt allot her Place befort' that.> p. 298. "The.,.v 
U took. bitt 8('0(; Tomans, whICh are 400000 

rr Livres." GtmeUi, who dtd 'IlOt tra'Vet 
to Perfia, titl 1lear thirty Tears after Char
din's /irfl Voyage J reduces the Toma1t to fif
teen CrOWlts J a1td a ItUle more,. i.'t ,,-obtch 
:Jtis'vijible that he has ouly copted Tayu-
111ier.> as he hets dotle ilt many other Places., 
though he 1te7..:er mtJ[es alt O/portufuty to 
fait llpon hIm 'u)helt he C01t. It Cdn't be 
doubted bitt tbe ValttatiOlt of the Toman.> 
with refPe[f to ollr Motley J IS very much 
rifett flllce T d.vernier; arId tbat it was at 
leall at fifty-five Llvres.> "<£"hile Gemelli Ira· 
vetted m Pcdla, tbat is to fay.> ill 1694. -So 

Fa-

" In h,s latter Voyages m Perjia, he reduces the Toman to fOf
ty-five LIVTCS, and we df'n'[ fee whdt mane It fllJ, b\lt 'tIS 1\liI cer
tam, according t Kru,i'fI III'S Valuation. th~t under Stf.lf>h So!JmR1) 
It was at {ixry Lntts, 
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};'ather Krufinski, who came thither eight or 
nine Tears after" and flr1y'd twenty Tears 
there" that is to fay,) during the greatefl 
'Part pf the Reig11 of Schah-Hu1Tein, 'Va
lues th"Toman at jixt'Y Lzrvres of our Mo
ney. The Letter from a Capuchin of Alep
po, inferted In the Mercury oj January 172 7. 
confirms this Valuatio1l, by !aY11lg,) That a 
Toman is worth twenty CrowlIS. And 
this is the R1de I have cOl1flalltly follow'd 
in my Valuation of the TomallS throughout 
thi who!1! Courft of this HIllary. 

As to the Coins of Pedia, I think I 
ought to correa a Paffage which is In the 
Relatiolt mflrted ill tbe flcolld Tome of the 
Mercury for December 17 2(,. )Tis there 
ford,) that the Amba.ffador .Imt by Afzraff 
to the Ottoman Porte carrzed for a 'Preflltt 
200CO Tomans of Gold, .-.:.;IJich .feems to i11-
fer,) that there are two Sort.r ofTomal1s ift 

Perfia, Tomalls of Go!d, artd Toman.! oj Sil
'Vcr, a Thtng abjOlute~y falft.J artd 'Cvhicb 
Iob(rrvt here, to guard the Reader agamfl a 
matena! Error, to which he mIght be liable 
ill that Re fPea . 

/f/herettpon I jhall make thefe Remarks: 
I. That they don't coin Gold ilt Perfia, ex

cept upon the AccejJiol1 of tts Kings fo the 
Crown" and only to feaffer amONg the 
People; but that is 110t current lvIo-
11ey. 

'2. That 
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~. That there are but two forts of Sumj 

in Peloa, the 01tC called Toman, the other 
called Or. tight Larins make an Or, and 
ci<~ht'Y Larins a Toman; and, byconftquence, 
a Toman IS \.f.,orth ten Ors. But wlrln To
maIlS au 1OmtlOned, the ff23eftion is not whe. 
ther they are ofGoldorSitverjand this Term 
figlj,~/tes OIJ~'Y a certatlt fixed Sum tn Ac
eOltllts ~ 'i.Z:!;IC/; valued by the French Money 
is worth,., at this 'Day.., ji:J(ty Livres. This 
Rema1'k IS take1t from Tavernier,., who ha
'Vin,( traded c01tjiderau/y at the Court of 
Perlia, where be often received great Sums 
of the Kmg's Treafitre.., for the Viamonds 
and Jewcts WblCh he fold to that 'Prince 
ill, hIS ftveral Voyages., ought to be cre
dited more than a1!J Body.., as to what 
relates to the Money of this Kmgdom. 

If Gemelli has 01tty copted Tavernier, as 
to the Coins ofPerfia, he Ca1t't be cbarged.., 
however,., -:.c'ith having copied him m the 'De
flription he gIves of the Bridge of Chira5, 
over the Senderout, a f2Jtarter of a Lea,gue 
from Ifpahan ; for Taverni<.:r f ys 110 more 
of it.J tha1t that 'tis all old Bridge. But 
Gemelli, who iff, alt Probability never flw 
it ~ gi·ves a VejcriptiIJ1t of it according to 
that of the Bridge of Zulfa, or the BrIdge 
of the Gaurs, give1l us by Tavern1cf, In
deed Gemelli foces tbis Bridge wit/; high 
W.ills of toloured Blicks, which ha ve a great 
opening in the Middle, with a coyer'd Gat~ 

lery 
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kry, and two little Footways at the Sides to· 
wards the River. 

Ilt "9.{der to throw down theft {,rat/s, 
and thoft pretcttded GaUerzes. which Ge ... 
melli has raiftd of hIS own Good·lf{;/t up
on the Bridge of Chitas near Ifpahan, there 
needs no more than one FaEt, related by 
Father Krufinski m his MemOirs, (Jfwbich 
himfo/f was an ~ye-If/itneflo 'Tu the Me~ 
thad that Charpentier Jacoub, a Courlander, 
took ill driving the Aghvans from this 
Bridge by CanlJolJ·Shot, whzte tbe Perfians 
defended It again} th('m ; for 'tts plam that 
he could Ollly fre 1'10/1 aIle Side of the 
Bridge. baau(e otherwift, alld if he had 
fired from etther Etld of the Bridge, he 
would ha've kltocked the Perfians o-th'-Head, 
hefore he cOldd have come at the Aghv3ns. 
Now, if thIS Brtdgp of Chiras, was faced 
with IVatts and Gat/eries 01t each Side, how 
could the CannOit do a7ry Exemtion upon the 
A~hvans, whom he cotlid Otlb fire tpon i1f, 

Flank? 
As to this Charpentier Jacoub, I/halt 

here add Olle Thing, whtch wtll prove what 
I have [aid of the tittle Credit tbat is to 
be given to the Relations that are handed 
to tts of thzs War. Accordi1tg to Father 
Krufinski who Jaw the Attack made 1lp01l

tbe Br~o ;e of Chiras on the 23d of March 
171.6. °t 'was this Charpentier Jacoub, who 
h(1)in

Q 
levelled Cannons charged with Car-

B 3 tridges 
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tridges agaillji the Aghvanst drove them from 
the Brtdge. Now accordtJ~~ to the Account 
i1lflrted m the Mercury jor Novembr,r 1726. 
it u:a.f tl1tder the Comma11d of this flme 
Jacoub the Courlander, that the Aghvans 
made cm Att{ICk Itpo,,: the Brtdge of Chiras 
that .fame 'Day the 23d of March, which 
is as much as to jay. tha.~ thzs very Man 
fought Olt both SIdes, attackin(~ altd deje114 
ding the Brzdge at the flme TIme. 

1n theft Retat lOllS I mIght correr! fif
ty Miflakes of tbe flrne importance. I 
}halt Oft& hi"t al OtIC, W/;IC/J zs fo COlltra
ry to all Mall1ter of Probabtlt(y that I 
can't C01tcezve how zt could jltp the IFri
ter's P ell. ~TIs there J'rete1tded t !Jat tiS the 
lafl Salty made by the bravf F.1t1zuch Ach
met Aga, the Prmce of Havoufa Mach
met. Wali, who fitjlailted tt at firft but 
weakly, JoilJed openly thefl 7f;ith the Agh
vans; that he fell with them upon Achmet; 
that he drove him from the Pofts where 
be had made a Lodgment; alzd that he put 
all the Perjians he met with there to the 
Sword: Aftd yet after this manifejt Trctlche-
1)" 'tIS pretended that Schah-Hu1Tein made 
an .//po/~ry for tbis Traitor, u,hom he then 
k'lfW to be flch, agamjt all EU7t1tch who had 
done him fatthful Service. Thts whole Nar
rative IS abfollJtety falft: The EtJnlt{h was 
indeed 61alned 6y the KiNg for 'faving 

fought 



[ xxiii] 
fought 'lIJ1tDout tbe Order: f!f Machmet-Wali 
Genera} 0[ the. Army; hut the' Genet'lll, .!, 
IIlways held QuJ for the King in ApptfJl'allle to 
the End ?if the Siege, never turned Dis .Arms IJ

gain/l the 'Fr~s if thot King whicb be (1",

mllnded i u,J a/l t!JtJt he. cf)uld he l'~roachtJ.fo" 
upon this Occqfon was, that be had "Dt IN/ported 
the Eunucb Achmet with as much Pigour as he 
might aNI oulJht tf) have dune; as we fha/t finJ 
in that Part of the Hi/lwy, when 'We ha1Je all 
the Particulars if this Atlvmtll.re. Schah
Huifein was fo Jarfrom fufpeCling that the Ge
neral bad betrai J bim, that a/I the ENnuch 
Achmet could fay to him upon this Occajion ~ 
convince him if it, and to open his Eyes 10 fu " 
Piece oj7retJChery, which was hut too palptl6/e, 
was abJolutely to no purpoft. 

Wherever I Jja'l)e mentioned the Coiy Mini-
Jler ifPerfia, I have called hi", the Athemat'..: 
DouIet, though others, and rom my Me_rs, 
call him Ichtimadewlet. Butas,Jince Tavemier·~_ 
Yoyages, who a/ways calls him Athemat-Douler, 
he is more !mown by this Name in France than 
hy any other, I hO'Vt thought fit to T'et1J;n it. 

()U1' puMid News-Papers dUT"! ogru _ut 
the NlJme oj the Sultan if~r1ia 1ItXI tD Magb
mud. Our Gazettes call hi", Efref, tmtl tIN 
Accounts ;'!ftrted in our Mercuries call him A
cheraf. 1 know not how tbt Name oj this Sul
tan tlUght tfJ he pronounced j but as tfJ the Way 
91 'lIJrit;TJg it, I have followed the Memoirs of 
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P4tbu Krufinski, 'lJ)here it is always 'Writ 
A{zraff. 

70 the End that nothing might !Je wanting 
which may contribute to the Sati]/fJElion of the 
Reader of this Work, f have prefixed a thort 
Hiflory of the Sophies, containing the Origin of 
that Family, and the SuccejJion of Kings it has 
given to PerHa, and that have reigned there 
from 1499, when Ifmael, the firjl King of 
the Race oj the Sophies, mounted the Throne, to 
the Month if" OCtober 172%, 'When Schab. 
Hulrein, the laft King of that Race, was de
throned. nis foort Hifiory will jer'U'e as an 
IntroduElion to the Hillary 0/ the late Revolu
tions ; Jo that in one and the jame Work, we foal! 
have a complete Hiflary of the Reigns of the So
phies, which bavelajled but 224 Tears. 

Prince Thamas, finee the ConcluJion oj the 
Peace!Jeewetn the Turks and Aghvans, mufl be 
co'!fidered as a Titular, who had no longer (In.''! 
real P~!Jion in PerHa ; but only certainRigbts, 
which may be rf Service to his Family, if the 
Yimesjhould ever favour: But as they are at 
prtfent, under the Sovereignty of Schah Nadir, 
(who fiems more likely than any of their former 
Rivals to d/ablijh his Authority) are more bur
tbtnfime to them than they can be profitabk. 

IN .. 



INTRODUCTION 
TOT H E 

HISTORY 
Of the Late 

R.evolution in PERSIA. 

Or, A :lhort 

Hillory of the SO P HI~S . 

• 

Shall not here enter into the In
quiry, whether Europeans are in 
the W rang to give the Title of 
Sophy to the Kings of Perjia of 
the laft Race: Sir John Chardi1& 

in his Account of the Coronation of Soleiman, 
'Father to Schah-Huffein, fays, "That :l 

King of Perjia would take that Title as an 
" Affroot 
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" Affront." Sir John adds, ~, That for his 
" own Part, he could not help fmiling when 
" he read theTides Sophy ojPerfia, and Grand 
" Sophy, in the Works of fome of our W ri
" ters;" and he afferts, " That the trueTitle 
" of the Kings of P erjia of that F amil y, is 
" Sajie, or Sejie. 

I SHALL not difpute this with him; for, 
confidering how well he was acquainted 
with the I .. anguage and Cuftoms of Perfia, 
'tis to be prefumed [hat he had Reafon for 
his Foundation: But .1S the Abufe has pre
vailed; and as 'tis cufl:omary in EtJrope to 
give the Kings of Perl/a of the laft Race 
[he TItle of Sophy, which, with rcfpcCl: to 
us, is bcconle the particular DiftinCtion of 
their Family, I fhall adhere to this Cufiom, 
right or wrong, as I find it eftablifhed; and 
iliall give the Name of Sophy to that Family 
which J~lte on the Throne of 'Perjia for two 
hundred Y ~ars, and which is now extintl: by 
the Schab-ffttJfem's Abdication. 

BUT before 1 entcr imo the Hiftory of this 
Family, I think I fhould take Notke, that 
there is nothing more perplexed than it& 
Beginning. This is own'd by the Au
thors themfelves that have wrote the Hit: 
tory of it, who are not at all agreed as to the 
Manner how I./maei, the firft King of this 
Race, c .. me to the Throne; nor in a Mul
titude of other important Articles. Mean 
Time, as I muit not be altogether nr-llter in 

this 
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this Controverfy, I fhall adhere chiefly to Br.
zarlU, as to thofe Times of Perplexity and 
Obfcurity which this Hitlory mentions) from 
the Death of V jitm-Caj{an, to the Reign of 
Ifmaet the firH King of the Race of the So
phies. I fhalllikewife follow him in what 
relates to the Reign of Ifmael, and that of the 
fucceeding Kings to Coda6ende, beyond whom 
his Hifiory does not extend. Asto the Kings 
df a later Date, I fuaL! chufe out of the Ac
counts given by the ieveral Authors, what 1 
think of moil: Authority. 

Origi1z of the Family of the Sophzes. 

T HE Kings of Per:fta of this Family 
pretended to be derived from All, who 

was Coufin-Germain to .J1a/Jomet, and his Son
in.Law, by marrying Fatuna hi,;; Daughter. 
Ali fucceedlOg his Step-Father, made a very 
great Alteration in his Law. He added fome 
Things, left out others, put new Gloifes on 
it, and made filch a Reform in it, that it might 
pafs for a new Law. All thefe Alterations oc
cafioned a Divifion in MahometiLin. The 
greateft Number adhered to the Law, as it 
had been given by fifahomet, anJ as it had 
been preferved to them by Omar, one of the 
chief of his Difciple~? and the others decLl-

red 
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red for it as it had been corred:ed and reform
ed by Ali. 

ALl died with Poifon, and left two Sons; 
of whom the eldeft, named Hocen, came to 
the fjme End as his Father. The youngeft 
named Huffein, fucceeding his Brother, fuf
fered Death likewife, as they fay, in Perjia, 
for defending the DoCl:rine of his Father Ali; 
but he left twelve Sons, whom the Perjians 
revere as fa many Prophets of their Law. 

ONE of the moft famous of the Twelve 
was MUSA CA 1M, Of, as fome call him, Mous
SA KA IZEM; from whom, after a long Series 
of Generations, they pretend to derive So
phy, the firft of the Family of this Name, 
that we know any Thing of: Whether he 
came from MUSA CAlM, or no; for this De
fcent is not at all proved, and there is too great 
a Space between the Trunk and the Branches, 
for lIS to be fure of any Thing in this refpeCl: ; 
it appears, however, very certain, that he 
was the firft that refcued Ails Law from 
the Obfcurity in which it had been buried 
for many Ages, and made it revive in Perjia. 
In order to difiinguiih AIls Followers from 
the other Muffulmen, he made an Order, that 
inftead oftheLinnenTurbans, commonly worn 
by the Muifulmen, the others fhould wear a 
red woollen Cap with twelve Folds, in Me
mory of the twelve Children of Huffein; and 
'tis on Account of the Colour of their Tur
bans that the Turks call them Red-Heads. 

Thii 
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This Reftorer of Ali's Reformation flouriihed 
towards the latter End of the fourteenth Cen. 
tgty; and there is all the Reafon that c~n be, 
to think that when Tamerlane returned to 
PerJi..a, after the Defeat of Bqjazet, he gave 
thofe' Marks of Efteem and Veneration to 
MUSA CAlM that are [aid to have been confer
red onbis Son Guines, or his Grandfon Schich .. 
Eidar: whom others call Hetk-Adar. 

BlZAltUS, in his Hiftory of the Per§an Af
fairs, Lib. 10. makes this Compliment to 
GLInes; but the Fact cannot be recocciled to 
Chronology without doing Violence to it: 
Whereas, by afcribing it to Sophy, the Father 
of GuifteS, all Things agree perfectly well. 
And there's the more Reafon for this, be
caufe, according to Bizarus himfelf~ Sophy 
flourifhed at the Time that the Tartars pre
vailed over the T:trks, that is to fay, at the 
Time of Btljazet's Defeat by Tamer/ane. 

T A VERNIE R, 1 know not why, makes the 
fame Compliment to Sch,c!J-Eidar, Son to 
Guines; which is an Error that Gemelli ha<; 
exatl:l y copied from him, without percei ving 
the Ridiculoufnefs of it. 

ACCORDING to thofe two Travellers, Ta. 
mer/aile returning to Perjia~ after having rout
ed and taken Btljazet, gave Schich-Etdar, in 
Confideration of his Virtue and Sanait y, a great 
Number of Captives that he had taken in the laft 
War. NowTamerlanediedin 1402. and Schich
F;idar muft then be a Man at full Growth: 

Whereas 
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Whereas it a pp..:ars that lfmael, the firH King 
of Perfia of the Sophy Family, Jnd Son to 
.8chtch·Etdar, was but twenty Years old wh'c'l 
he conqmxcd Perfia in 1499. and but forty
five when he died in 15'34. Were we; to 
fllppoic that Schich.Eidar was but twenty
fi vc Years old, which is the leaft that can 
be fuppofed, when the Luftre of his Repu
tation and Virtue gained him the Marks of 
Tamel'ta11e'S Eftcem, it would follow that he 
wa5 above a hundred Years old when he h~'d 
a Son, who, according to the Tefiimony of 
Hiftorians, was not Twenty in 1499. The 
Truth is, that SchiC/)- Eidar cannot be fuppofed 
to have feen Tarnerlane, and that the Thing 
in ~cftion can hardly be applied even to 
his Father GUt1tes; but that it tallies per
ft:Ll:ly with his Grandfather Sophy, as I have 
fhewn. To him, therefore, was it that Ta
'mcr/ane gave the thirty thouCmd Captives, 
mentioned by Bzzartts; and probably this 
was the fJrne Sophy who, after having ioflruC'
ted them in the Principles of his Sect, fcnt 
them abroad to preach it Sword-in-Hand, a 
Method which Bzzarus himfelf ibews he 
made ure of for the Propagation of his Doc
tl ille. 

SOrHY was fucceeded in his Zeal for the 
new Sect by his Son GUillU, Q[ whom we 
find nothing confiderable, and who is not fo 
much known upon his own perfonal Ac
count, as for the 11erit and Reputation of his 

Son 
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Son Schich-Eidar, to whom the Sopby Faml~ 
1y.lroperly owes its firfl: Rife in the State. 
~<-HICH-EIDAR did not keep to the new Pbn 
of Religion, which hi~ Grandfather had preach
'E..d up, and which hls. Father had trained him 
up in; but reformed It as he thought fit, and 
made a great many Alterations in it. The 
edifying Life which he led, and the external 

1:,earance of Regularity and Piety which 
he affeHed in his whole Conduct, gained him 
f( great a Reputati0n, that the People flock
ed from the very Heart of Perjia, and the 
furtheR: Parts of Arme1tia, to Ardevil the 
Place of his Birth, in order to hear him, and 
to be inftrllcted in his new Religion. They 
devoted themfe1ves to it with Zeal; and when 
once they had em braced it, obferved the Rules 
and Statutes of it, with the moft fcrupulous 
and rigid Nicety. They were the morc at
tached to him, becaufc he made them be
lieve that ht had a Revelation that no Muf .. 
fulmen fhould be faved, but thofe who fol
low'd the DoCl:rine of Ali, foch as he preach'd 
it. 

THIS was his Manner of preaching at Ar
devit in his own Country, of which, 'tis faid~ 
he was Lord as his Anceftors had been, and 
from whence he was afterwards called lIar
devil. But notwithftanding his hi~h Rank 
and great Eftate, in his Manner of Life he 
was plain, mod eft, and even hadh and auf
'(ere i and manifefted a Van Contempt ofHo-

I nour 



(8 ) 
nour and Wealth; a Virtue fo uncomIilon 
and extraordinary made fuch a Figure in '.Pq-
jia, and gained him fuch a Reputation, that, 
though he was not of Rank encugh to afpir.e 
to Affinity with a King, yet Vfom-Cafft!ll.., 
who, from being Governor of Arme11ia, was 
made King of PerJia, by dethroning his Maf
ter, and who attained to the peaceable PQf
feffion of the Throne he had uiurpcd, cli'")fe 
him preferably to the greateft Noblem\:n 
in the Kingdom for his Son-in-Law; for fie 
gave him his Daughter Martha, whom he 
had by his Marriage with 'D~fPina, Daugh
ter of Calo-Jean, King of Trebifond and Pon
tus. 

USUM-CASSAN dying in 1478. was fuc
ceeded by his third Son JIlCUP, firnamed 
Chierzemal, i. c. One-Ey'd, becaufe be had 
10ft an Eye. The Father had put the eldeR: 
to Death for having rebelled againft him ; 
and Jacup had poifon'd the fecond, according 
to fame Authors) or, as others fay, killed 
him the very Night that Vfom-Caffan died, 
that he might have no Rival in the Throne. 

THOUGH he came to it by foul Play, he 
governed with very great Wifdom and Mode
ration, to the SatistaCl:ion of all the Provinces: 
But after he had reigned feven Years he was a 
Victim to his Qyeen's Debauchery. His 
Princcfs proftituted hcrfclf to one of the chief 
Lords of the Court, whom fhe loved to Dif
traction ; and not thinking fue did enough 

fot 



(9) 
~~ fo dear a Gallant to receive him in her 
jIl'Usbandfs Bed, if !he did not place him alfo 
upon his Throne, the refolv'd to difpatch Ja
cup .by Poifon. 
~R this End fhe prepared a Dare for him, 

whi!h the offer'd him oJ;1e Day as he came from 
b~t ing. Notwithftanding the Affurance {he 
pu on at the very Moment fhe was acting the 
C me, the King her Husband fancying he 
fi an Air of Confufion in her Countenance, 
bad a Sufpicion of her, and requir'd her to 
drink firIt. As fhe cou1d not get off of it 
without condemning herfdf, {he fwallowed 
the POllon with an affected Intrepidity; which 
deceiv'd the King, and fo encourag'd him, 
that after he had drank of it himfclf, he com· 
mended it to the Lips of the Prince his Son, 
then with him, who was eight Years of Age. 
The Poifon was fo quick, that all three died 
ot it thdt Night in the Year 1485'. 

Jacup dying without lifue, Jtttaver, one 
of the firft Men in the Kingdom, and who 
was 10mewhat related to him, feiz'd the 
Throne, and reign'd three Years. 

BayJint)r fucceeded him in 1488. ; and 
reign'd till 1490. RlIflan, a young Nob1e
maJ;1 of twenty Years old, fat in the Throne 
after him, and reign'd {even Years. It was 
in his Reign that Schich.Eidar of Ardevit 
loft his Life in the Manner I am going to tell 
you. 

c THOUGH 
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THOUGH 110 :Body had more Right to jle 
Crown than Schteh-Eidar, on Account~f 
his marrying with the Daughter of V fum-Cal'" 
fon, his Birth was fo unfuitable to that high 
Rank, and fo far inferior to the great Msn 
of the Kingdom, that during the Reign~'.of 
three Kings, who fucceeded one another in 
five Years, there was not only no Talk a~ut 
him, but the very Perfons who Ell'd l~ 
Throne, not one of whom had a lawful Rig\j.t 
to it, took no Umbrage at the Pretenfions he 
might form to it. 

THE firft that gave any heed to it was 
Ruflan: He began to be alarm'd at the Con
courfe of the People from all Parts to Scbich
Eidar at Ardevil, to embrace his Rdigion, 
and to adhere to his Perfon: He was afraid 
that the fecret Affection which the PerJians 
retain'd in their Hearts for the Race of their 
Kings, and the Veneration they paid to the 
Virtue of Schich-Eidar, would occafion a Ci
vil WaT in Favour of a Man that fcem ~d the 
more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he fet 
no Value -upon it, notwithftanding the juft 
Claim he had to it. Upon this he refolv'd to 
get rid of him, and employ'd Affaffines, who 
mUlder'd hIm at Arde'Uzt. He did not fiop 
there, but thinking the new Sea, which E.
dar went about to eftablifh, even more dan
gerou.s to the State than to the MUffutman 
Religion, he perfGCutcd it to [nch a Degree, 
that icycral who had embrac'd it, aban
don'd it. TUESz;. 
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~
HESE were the Meafures that Ruflan took 

to ftablifh himfelf in the Throne, when at: .. 
c a Reign of [even Years, he was kill'd by 

Aghmat, one of the great Lords of the King .. 
d~IEI who taking Advantage of the Kindnefs 
Jhew'd him by Ruflan's own MOlher, made 
~er an Accomplice in -his ;Trcafon, and got 

~
er to confent to the Death of a Son who 

]0 d her entirely. But Aghmat enjoY'd the 
Trone he had ufurp'd no more than fix: 

onths, for the Soldier') of Ruflan's Guard 
not taring to obey a Man that had kill'd their 
King, went to Carabes, one of Ruflan's 
principal Officers, who liv"d at Van, to per
fuade him to revenge their old Maffer's Death. 
This Officer having by their means affem
bl~d a very lOnfiderable Body of Troops, 
march'd frrait to Tauris, where having fur
prii'd Aghm.1lt, who was in no Condition to 
make Refiftance, he put him to Death with 
Torture. The Throne being vacant by this 
Ufilfper's Death, a Nobleman nan/d AIVa11ft', 
who was the neareR: a-kin to Vfltm .. Caj
/an, was chofe to fill it. Such wtls the Dei: 
tiny of Perfia .. from the Death of Vfitm
Caffan and nis Son .TaCtt!, till at !aft Ij'mae!, 
the Son of the fJmous Schich·Eidar of Ar
devtlfix'd in his Family, in the Manner here
after mcntion'd, that Sc.eptre which for a Se
ries of 1400 or 1500 Y.ears had pafs'd through. 
fo many different Hands. 

If .. 
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King of Perfia, the Fi1:ft lif the FamilY of 
the Sophics,-41t 1499. 

SCHICH-EIDAR, whom Rttjian,at that Tbe 
King of Perjia, caus'd to be murder'd tat 

ArdC'Vlt, lefe three Sons on his Death-Becl, 
who would have run the fame Hazard as their 
Father, if they had fallen into that Prince's 
Hands. The two eldeft, who were of Age to 
fee their Danger, fleJ, one to AJia Mznor, 
the other to Aleppo; Ijinaet, the third of 
them, who was but a Child, was fnatch'd 
from the Danger by his Father's Friends, who 
fent him to Hyrcania, or Ghilan, where they 
put him undl:r the Protection of a Nobleman, 
nam'd Pyrchaltm, a Friend to their Family, 
who was Mafter offeveral Places on the Car 
pzatt Sea. 

PYRCHALIM, who took great Care of his 
Education, caus'd him to be bronght up in 
thePrinciples of the Sect of his Euher Jchich
Eidar; and the young Man ur.rierftandlOg 
that this was the beft Way to form a great 
Party, and to gain the FavoUI of the Popu
lace, of which he had need to fupport the 
juft Pretenfions he had to the Throne, fhewed 
a great Zeal to plOpagate that new Religion, 

and 
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and. to obferve it. As he was extremely wen 
;r4de, had a noble and happy Phyfiognomy, 
and a great Share o~ Eloquence and Courage; 
i~ advantageous an Idea was conceiv'd of his 
Perf6n, that not only the common People, 
'Yith whom his Father 'Yas fo much in Vogue, 
j~~d with him, burtIiofe of ~ality began 
to e poufe him, to which the Prognofticks his 
Fa er had form'd of him, may be faid to have 
-cchtributed not a little. For Schtch-Eldar, 
who was a very skilful Aftrologer, and whom 
the People ftill rever'd as a Saint and a Pro
phet, ventur'd at one of thofe Predictions in 
Favour of Ifmaet, ,that never hurt fuch for 
whofe Advantage they are made, and which 
are often of great Hel p to them in the Exe
cution of their ProjeCl:s, by prepo1feffing the 
common People in their Favour. He had 
foretold that this Son fhould be a great Pro
phet and Conqueror; and that by his Zeal, 
and by the Conqueft of a great Part of the 
Baft, he would one Day equal the Glory 
• Mahomet himfelf. 

As .foon as Ifmael was grown up, and be ... 
gan t~ppea~ in the W orId, his Behaviour was 
fuch a~o1.!lg not hut confirm the great Hopes 
they had ~nceiv' d of him; and by the no
ble Indifference he fhew'd upon all Occafions 
for Government and Grandeur, he chalk'd 
himfelf out a Path to it; which was fo much 
the fafer, becaute he feern'd to be the more 
worthy of it: yet, as an honefr Care to reco-

e 3 vcr 
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ver hI.! P .ltrimony, was not at all inconfiilent· 
with thl: Difintereftednefs which he valul'f 
himfclf for, he made ule of this Plea to arm ~ 
good Number ofhis Difciples; and havingr~in
forced them with fome Succours which wefe 
fent to him from P'Yrchatim~ he enter'd .dr ... , 
menia, where the LanrrS"'Were that Vfom-.Ca 
fan had given his Mother for her Dowry, and 
took Poffeffion of them by Force of Am.s. 

THIS firft Succefs, as well as the good Cc.n 
clition of his Troops, gave his Party Reputa .. 
tion, and regain'd him a great Number of 
his Father's old Difciples, who had been obli
ged by his Misfortunes and the Perfecution to 
abandon his SeCt: As they had all along rc
tain'd their Principles, they devoted them
iel res to him with the more Zeal. Being re
Inforced by thefe new Soldiers, who lifted 
in his Army, he went and att(1ck'cl the Caftle 
of Marmttrtac, which was full of Rlches. 
After having fOH.'d and plunder'd ie, he led 
Lis Army againft Sumach, the Capital of lde
flpotarma; which he alfo took, and gave the 
Plunder to his Troops. 

THE NoiCe of thefe fidl: Exploits. made 
his Name fo fclUlous, and the ~oo{yJwhich 
his Soldiers had taken under his~tommand, 
was fuch a Tern ptation to the Populace of 
the neighbouring Countries, that they came 
in from all ~arters [0 hill Standard; and as 
he found Arms in the Places he had pillag'd, 
to furnifh a great Part of the Multitude who 

bact 
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11act none, he found himfelf at the Head of 
a <confiderable Army, and in a Capacity to go 
upon greater Enterprizes than the Attack of 

~
wns llnd CaUles: He RJ.tter'd himfelf from 

t t "Time with Ideas of the moil: fhining 
'fo une, and propofing to himfelf no leis 
~\a the entire Conqtrffi of Perjia; he carried 
his. Army towards Tauris., whidl was then 
the! capital City, and where Atvante, lately 
pJ,kced upon the Throne, as we faid before, 
had his Refidence. 

THIS Prince was but juft rid of the Con
fUllon of a Civil War, in which he had been 
engag'd with kloratcham his Brother, or as 
fome will have it, his Son, who difputed the 
Crown with him, and who having loU: a Bat
tle, Red out of the Dominions of Perfia .,md 
Armell,ia. The Perfecutions and Cruelties 
which Atvante exercifcd after his Viaory, 
againft fcveral of the chief Families of Tauris, 
who had taken Part with his Competitor, 
gave Ifmaet a very fair OpportUIlity; for 
~ng inform'd how ill the King was bc1ov'd 
in t at City, where there was fcarce a Fami. 
ly b had elt the Effects of his Vengeance, 
he ha 'his March, and no fooner came 
before tli own, but the Gates were opcn'd 
to him. King Atval1te., who not expecting 
this Irruption into his Capital, was deftitute 
of all tht neceifary Forces to hold out a Siege, 
and who knew, befides, that he had as many 
Enemies in the City as there were Inhabi-

C .of. tants, 
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tants, fled at the Approach of the Army, ami 
rctir'd towards .Armenia. 1 mJaet enter' d ~ith 
Triumph into Tauris, without fhedding a~y 
Blood, but that of fome of the fugitive King's 
Guards, who did not make hafte enough j,O 
follow him; fo that by the moft fortu~t~ 
Event in the \V orId, ~as immediately *-30[':
ter of th.: thief City of the Kingdom, wita
out drawing :l Sword. 

NrvERTHELFSS he was :lot fo puffed ut? 
witl! his good Fortune, but that he confider'd, 
tholt as long as King Atvante was alive, he 
:iliollld not be abfolute in Petjia. He made 
the more hafte to purine him, becaufe he 
heard that the two Brothers being reconcil'd, 
to repel their common Enemy, Moratcham, 
who was raifing Troops in Aff'Yria towards 
Bl1byJo1J, was preparing to go and Join his 
Brother AlvalJte, who was already at the 
Head of a great Army in .Armenia; Jj'mae/ 
prevented them from joining, and having iur
priz'd Atva1/,te, defeated him in a Battle, 
in which the Prince himfelf was kill'd, figlH: 
ing at the Head of his Troops. lrJoratchflm, 
who was juil: coming to join his B~'1,per, 
hearing of his Defeat and Death'i caqj~d his 
Army towards Taurzs, in order to j"1Ke Pof
feilion of it; but Ij'mael being inform'd of his 
Defign, met him half Way, totally routed him, 
and put him to Flight. This was in theY ear 
1499. which is reck.on'd the Firft of I{maet's 
Reign. 

Mo-
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MORA 'l'CHAM retiring for ProteB:ion to AI&

Jut, King of Cappadocia, IfmaeJ entered that 
King's Dominions the next Year, viz. I )00. 

witlI an Army of 7(01)0 Men, but had no 
g~a! Succefs, his Forces fuffering there very 

~ 
h from the Severity of the Seaion, and 

t e carcity ofProviftons. He returned thither 
t e r ear following with an Army of 40000 

Men, and defeated Aladul and Moratcham 
.near Babylon. j}lorlltcham fled to the Sul
tan of Egypt, and returned to Perjia no 
more. AladuJ, retired to Capadocia ; and I.f. 
maeJ improving his Vi8:ory, reduced Baby
~n, Mefopotamia, and all the neighbouring 
Provinces to his Obedience. 

ISMAEL having no more Enemies to think 
of, marched againft the Albanians, the Ibe-
1'ians, (now the Georgia11S,) and the Tar
tars, who for four Years paft had not paid 
Tribute to Pprjia, to which he obliged them 
again to fubmit. Then he turned his Arms 
againft the King of Samarl'and, a very power-

rince, and gained a more figl1al Victory 
over him, than a.ll he had won yet, which 
~ ........ the Sultan of Egypt, and eyen the 
Grand-", . ;o)or, who was then Btyazet II. 

RE wa fd wi-th him, and Selym his Suc
ceffor. The firft War was only carried on 
between their Lieutenants. In the fecond, 
Sef:ym came in Perfon, and took Taztris from 
l.rmaeJ; but at the Noife of his Approach, 
Setym was obliged to retreat with Preci pi-

tat ion ; 
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tation ; and, though he had the Advantage 
overlfmaetby Means of his Artillery, in which 
the Turk!, at th:1t Time, wete much better' 
skilled than the Perjialls, he 10ft fo many 
Men in this War, and thc J anizaries were {o 
difcouraged at it, that they feared nothif\lf~ 
much as that they fhoUta be obliged to ilia}k 
War in Perjia. As the Turks had the Ad
vantagein Artillery, Ifmaet had better Troops 
than his, which were fo zealoufly and invio
lably attach'd to him, that, during thefe Wars, 
though a great Number of Deferters came 
from the Turks Camp to that of the Pcrjianr, 
who were by that Means informed of the State 
of the Enemy's Army, never any PerJian 
deferted from IJmael's Camp to that of the 
TurkS'. Moreover the PerJians were prepof
felTed with fo high an Eft-eern for I fmael, that 
they looked upon him as a Man altugethcr 
divine, thought they had nothing to fear while 
they fought under his Orders, and braved the 
greateft Dangers, and Death itfelf, with an 
unfhaken Intrepidity; fo that he held (~.lt
to the very 1 aft, againft all the Effor~ of 
the Turks, who could never recover ll.!-'V~Q 
of all the Ground that he had cotll~~qf. He 
died in IS 2;. at forty-fi ve Years ofRge, a quiet 
Poffeffor of one of the largeft and moft power
ful Monarchies in the W orId ; and reputed 
one of the greateft and moft famous Kings 
that ever ruled in the Eaft. He left four 
Sons, of whom ThamaJ the Eldeft, that we 

are 
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are now to treat of, was his Succe1l"or in the 
Throne, the three others having had each. 
their pa'l'ticular Appanage, as fetded by If
?/Iapl. 

THAMAS, 

Son of {SMA! L, feeond King of the Family 
of the Sophies, tn 1525'. 

WE R E we to judge of this fecond King 
of the Sophies, according to the Pic

ture which Olearius, and fome others, have 
drawn of him, he was a very forry Original: 
But Bizarus, in his Hiftory of PerJia, and 
Chqkondile in that of the Turks, give us a 
better CharaCter of him, though they agree as 
to the Faults which others charge him with. 
To form a iolid Judgment of this Prince, '[is 
neceffary to confider him in two Views, name-
1 y in Peace, and in War. In the firft of thefe 

5.. he was a very bad King, covetous of 
his ubjeCts Wea]th, committing the moil: 

10 AaS\of Injuftice, fiom the Temptation 
of triflin t'rofit, and abandoning the Govern
ment whoI1y to his Minifiers, while he devo
ted himfelf entirely to Eafe and Pleafure, fuut 
up in his Haram, where he was once ten Years 
togetber, and neyer went abroad. 

J But 
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BUT if we confider him inthe fecond View, 
that is to fay, in the Times of Difturbance 
and War, he will be a very great Gainer; for 
though he had no intrepid Valour, nor all 
the Capacity of /fmaet his Father, and though 
the Turks took Bah,'/on from him, with ,,-We 
folatamia and AjJyrta; yet he condJth d 
himfelf like an able Plince in his Wars; and 
if he had but behaved as well in Time of 
Peace, he would not have bt~en much to 
blame. 

THAMAS was but eighteen Years of Age 
when hefilccfedcd to the Crown in I;2S. He 
had three Brothers He/cas, Becram~ and.Sor
mila, each of whom had his Appanage fettl.;d 
on them by the King their Father. Iielcas 
had for his Share Af[yrza, and Mefopotamia~ 
with the City of Baily/oil. Becram, had 
Medta, Georgia, and Albania, toward the 
Caj}tan-Sea. Sormzfo had Parthia, whi~h 
is now the Province of Corafon 

BUT all thefe Appanages were joined after
wards to the Crown of Perjia, by the De:,;~h 
of thofe Princes. Helcas revolting dur~; the 
Wars with the Turks, was taken by thell,,:;:;-;" 
of the King his Brother, who' out ~lim to 
Death: Tbamas got rid of the [".:ond Bro
ther aieel the fame Manner, for fear he 
ihould rebel; and the third died a natural 
Death. 

THAMAS reigned nine Years, without any 
confidcrable War to carryon abroad; But 

1n 
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;,..,1;;4. &!yman being partly encouraged by 
IV/am-a, a Pcrjian Nobleman, and Brother
in-Law to Thamas, who came to him for 
ProteCl:ion, marched with his Army, againft 
Per]i~, and advanced as far as Tauris, which 
.~tPok without committing any Difordcr in 
it. From thence he 24~anced to Sultania, a 
Ci which was formerly the Rcfidence of 
the Kings of Perjia, and which Tamerla1tc 
h.ad ufed very ill. Solyman II. halting for 
fome Time in the Neighbourhood of that 
City, was diflodged from thence by one of 
the moft furious Storms that Hillory makes 
mention of. He returned towards A[[yria, 
where he made himfelf Mafier of Babylon, 
and caufed himfelf to be crowned King of 
Perjia by the Califf of that City, to whom 
that Funaion appertained in ~]ality of So
,'ereign Pontiff of the Mahometan Religion. 
After this ConqueR, all the Cities of A/[yria 
and Mefopotamta, upened their Gates to Sob
man, who a1fo reduced Cttrdtjtan, and ']Jtar
beck under his Obedience. He fpcnt the 
W In~r at Babylon, and with the Rcinfolcc. 
men~,' the Troops that c.lme to hIm from 
~ltt'nd S~Tta, he returned towards Tattrls. 
Thamas, W,V took Poft in that City ath:r So· 
lyman's Departure, marched off dt the Ap
proach of the Army, as he had (10.1C the 
Year before, and retired to the Mouutains to 
watch for an Opportunity of furpnzillg the 
Enemies Army. But as he left Taulls this 

YLJ.f 
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Year J; 3 $. he made fuch great Spoil in all 
the neighbouring Provinces, that' the Ene
my's Army being almoft fta:rV'ed~ was obli
ed to quit Perjia. Thamas, who was again 
juft entered into Taurir, where Sulyman had 
laid all Places wafte this fecond Time, gave" 
the Command of his ...T~oops to 'Deliment.fa 
brave Caramenian, who purfued and ovenJok 
the Turks neaf Bet/is, on the left Side of the 
Lake of Van, upon the 13th of Oauber, 
where furprizing them in the Diforder of a 
Retreat, when they 1eaft of all expeCted it, 
he cut them in Pieces, and gained one of the 
compleateft ViCl:ories over them, that the 'Per
jians ever had ovef the Turks. Though So
lyman had taken Aifyria and MeJopotamta 
from PerJia, thefe Conquefts coft him fo dear 
that he repented he ever undertook them ; 
and at his Return to C01tjlantinople put to 
Death Ibrahim 'Pacha his Favourite, who 
had been the lnfiigator of that War. 'Tis 
reckon'd that out of 500000 Men, who paf
fed the Euphrates toattack Perjia, not 8qooo 
returned to Cunjla1ttinople. 

After this Lois, Sotyman left~ Pr • and 
Thamas in Peace till 154-8. w~en, e- War 
broke out again between thofe 'pvo Powers, 
upon Account of Bajazet, Son to So/'Vman, 
who fled for Refuge to Perjia, and whom 
Thamas would not furrender to Solyman, 
when he demanded him. Solyman took the 
Field with an Army of 2.00000 Men. Tha ... 

mOJ 
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.-1, who had above 1001900, having obtained 
lof the Portugueft, at that Time very power
ful in ./ifia, a Body of 10000 Men of their 
N ~ion, with twenty Pieces of Cannon, met 
with ~he Turks on the Bank of the Etlphra
.~s) whom he attacked in Perfon, and by the 

"lour of the Port1lf,:'VJje, entirely defeated. 
EfJryman himfelf, who was wounded in this 
Battle, 10ft 130000 Men there, befides feve
Ttll Thoufands, who died, either of their 
Wounds, or of Poverty and Mifery in the 
Retreat. This Battle was fought in 1549. 
A Peace was concluded foon after at the Ex
pence of Ba.;azet's Life, whom Thamas, at 
the Demand of Sotyman, put to Death. This 
Turkifh Emperor dying in 1556. was filC
cceded by his Son Setym II. with whom Tha
mas renewed the Peac;e he had made with 
Sofyman. Affairs remained in that State all 
dIe reft of the Reign of Thamas, who died 
in 1576. aged about Sixty-eight. He was 
ofa nllddle Stature, very robuft of Body, had 
a tawny Complexion, and pretty wide Lips. 
He i~ed his Refidence at Cas6;n~ abandon
ing TaiJrus) whi<.:h had ever been the Metro
:ports oi.the ¥.\ingdom, and the ufual Seat of 
the Kings ;ti~ Predeceffors. What gave him 
a Difguft of that Place was, that as it lay 
neat Ardevil, where he was born, he did not 
care to be in a City, w here he might be of
ten put in Mind of the mean Condition of 
Sfpich-EitLtr his Grandfather. He nomi. 
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natal for his Succetfor Caitl.,. Mirizer, the 
third of his Sons, a Youth of feventeen 
Years of Age, whom he tenderly loved, and 
who was :llready as Lientenant-General to the 
King his Father, over all the KingQom~ But 
the Perjian Grandees, who did not like thi .. 
Choice paid no Regatd to it, and offe!l~'d 
the Crown to Coda6ende, the eldeft Son, 
who was at that Time in the Province of 
Corafon. But he refuGng it, they gave it 
to Ij'maet, the fecond Son of Thamas, of whom 
we are now to give an Account. 

ISM A E L II. 

Eon ofTHAMAS, Thzrd King of the Fami{y of 
the Sophies, in 1571. 

HE was forty-three Years of Age, and 
actually a Prifoner, when, upon the 

dufal of Codabende, his elder Brothe.rJ . he 
was placed upon the Throne. This PJInce, 
who delighted in War, in which he wae-. -:"pl1 
verfed, and very fortunate, had ~o£P:Jfed the 
Enterprizes of the TurkiJh Pachas, who, not
wjthftanding the Truce betwixt 'Per/ia and 
the Grand.Seignior, took the Liberty to make 
feveral Incurfions into the King's Territories. 
He beat them in three confiderable Rencoun.
ters; in one of which he cut in Pieces the 

Troops 
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~roops of the Pacha of Erzeron~ who nare 

row 1 y efcaped with his Life. Infiead of 
placing thefe Actions to the Account of his 
~ervices, they \Vent for Crimes at Court, 
where Maeffum Becb, who di.d. not care for 
.him, and had the Ear of Thamas more than 
a'1yother of his Mini!tcrs, put an odious Con
itt uCl:ion upon them, by reprefentmg to the 
King that IfmaePs raifing Troops, and rna. 
king War of his own Head in aTime of Truce, 
was fomething too preiuming for a young 
Prince, who could do no mort; if he had the 
Scepter in his Hands. He added that [[mael 
already thought himfelf independent; and in 
order to give the King his Father [uch Proofs 
of it, as might aftonilh him, he put into his 
Hands fcveral of this young Princes Lt:ttcrs, 
whereby he folicited the Governors of the 
Places in his Neighbourhood to join with him 
in a War againft the Turks, nocwithfl:anding 
the Truce. There needed ncthing more to 
alarm the fufpicious Temper of the Father, 
who by the Advice of his Minifier, eaufed the: 
Pl'inc,,~ Ifmaet his Son t<jl,be an-died, and dap
ped him up in the Fort of Kabkae, near Ar
dci711, the faille where Prince Hekas, the 
King's Brother, was Prifoner, when he was 
put to Death. I [mae! was kept under {hia 
Confinement there feveral Years. The King 
his Father, who loved him, and did Juftic\! 
to his Merit, was tempted f~vcral Times to 
teftore him to his Liberty, and would have 

D done 
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done it, ifthofe fame great ~alities which he 
efteemed him for, and the Affection of the 
People, who were extreamly prepoffeffed in 
his Favour, had not made him jealous that he 
would dethrone him. This SUl'mife made the 
greater Impreffion on the King, becaufe it was 
artfull y fomented by'the Great Men of the 
Court, and by the Governors of the Provin. 
ces, who were jealous of IJmael's haughty 
proud Spirit, and afraid that if. ever he cam'C 
to be their Mafter, he would turn them out 
of their Governments, and put his Confidents 
in their Places. Mean while the King his 
Father) afraid to do any Thing more for him, 
endeavoured at leaft to make his Prifon com· 
fortable to him, by fcnding him very pretty 
Women. But the Prince never went near 
them; and fent to acquaint the King his l-1'a_ 
ther, that for his own part he was very eafy 
under his Confinment; but he did not know 
whether he fhould have Fortitude enough to 
bear the Imprifonmcnt of his Children, in caft: 
he had any; and that he had rather havc none, 
than livc to fec them miferable. To this he 
added, that P]eafiucs of that Nature W~JlDt 
calculated for Men reduced td that State of 
Slavery whieh he laboured l.mder. 

THIS was the Difpofitiun of his Mind, when 
he was tranflated on a fudden from a Prifon 
to a Throne; which when he afcended, he vc
rify'd wh:lt was formerly [aid with Refpett to 
T~bcri1ts, that Princes who come to it by fuch 

Steps~ 
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Steps are genetally cruel. For he began his 
Reign by putting his Brother Caidar Mtrifts 
to Death. Then being curious to difcover 
which of the Grandees had perf waded the King 
his Father to keep him fo long in Prifim, he 
made ufe of the very Stratlgem that ·V forn
CajJan had formerly 'employ'd with Succefs 
to catch his cldeil: Son, who was in Rebellion 
againft him : He fhut himfclf up for a few 
Days in his Palace, and would fuffer none 
but forne of his moil: trufty Domefticks to fee 
him. After iome Timc he ordered them to 
give out th.lt he Wl'l dead, and to make all 
the Ceremonies :md Plcparations uillally made 
in thc like Cafes. EvelY Thin~ fuceeeded 
to his \Vit11: Thofe who wen,,' difaffected to 
him, thinking him really dead, did not diIfcm
ble their Sentiments with regard to 11 King 
from whom they thought they had nothing 
morc to f~ar. The King who had his Spies and 
Eve-Droppers, W JS jnf~mncd of every Thing; 
and, as ioen as he appeared .lg.lin in publick, 
callfcd fome to be taken np, while others, 
confcious of their Guilt, ran away to th~ Ex
t!"t::~:.::ies of the Kin~d(Jm. The King, being 
informed of it, pretend y mounted his Horit: 
to purfue them with what Clvalry he had. 
The Turks, who knew th,l[ he WJ.S ~dvant..ing 
to the Frontier, wert: alJrmed, :lnd lonHruing 
his March as 3, Dccl,11ltioll of vr a.f, took 
the Field, and made Incnruons in:-o the King's 
trcrntorks. ljillaet was vexed at this Dif-
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apointment; and that hc might not have two 
different Wars to carry on at the fame Time, 
onc abroad againfi the Turks, the other at 
home againft the Great Men, becaufc of t~e 
Jealoufy he had given them, he put fuch of 
the latter as he moft fufpeCled to Death, and 
prepared for a War with the -Turks; during 
which he Was poifoned by his Sifter Per fan
loncona, at the Inftigation of the Great Men 
of the-Kingdom, and of his own Brothers, who 
dread~d his Cruelty. He died in 1577. 

MAHOMETCODABEND~ 

,Son of TH A M A &, and elder Brother to 
ISMAIL II. fourth King of the F amity of 
the Sophies, tit 1577. 

AF T E R the Death of Iftna~t II. the 
c Great Men of the Kingdom fcnt ano

ther Deputation to Codabende, who' frill re
mained in the 1;lrovince of CoraffaH, to prefs 
him to accept of the Crown. He excufed hirn
felf for a Time, but at laft yielded t9 the 
vigorous Inftances of the Deputies, and re
pairing to Cashin, was there proclaimed King 
to the great Satisfaction of the whole King
dom, which was very much prrpr:>1Teffed in 
Favour of a Prince, whom they thought the 
more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he ha~ 
rc:fufed it. 

AUTHORS 
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AUTHORS fpeak fo varioufly of him, that 

'ti~ a hard Matter to form a certain Judgment 
of him. Btzarus who Wlote his Riflory in 
the Life-time of this Prince, fpeaks.of him in 
Lib. xi. as of a King who propofed to him. 
felf to imitate fuch <;>f the Kings, his Frede
celfors, as had th~ Honour of the Kingdom, 
and the Augmentati n of its Power moil: at 
Heart. Olearius, who travelled in Perfia 
in the Reign of Seji IllS Great-Grandfon, and 
about fifty Years after his Death, pretends, 
that the PerJian Authors fay, on the contra
ry, that never Prince held a Scepter with 
n ore Indolence; that his whole Delight was 
to H'ut himfclf up in his Palace, and to fpend 
his Time in Gaming, and with the Ladies; 
that he had no good Succefs in War; and 
that the Enemies of the State, that is to fay, 
the Turks on the one hand, and the V.rbcck.l 
on the otllt:r, taking the Advantage of his 
Weaknefs, took away fevc:ral Provinces from 
the Crown, which they kept during hi, 
whole Reign. Chakondile, when he mert
tions his Acceffion to the Crown, gives very 
neaL the fame Account of him; but when he 
comes to Particulars, he is in more than one 
Inftance almoft as favourable to him as 
Bizarus. 

THERE'S all the Appearance in the World 
that he had the Sentiments which BizartlJ' 
aicribes to him; and 'tis certain, that if he had 
peen as effeminate and. filly as the Author and 
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his Enemies reprefent him to be, he ctmld 
not have conduded himfelf with fo much 
Skill and Succefs, as he did in the War which 
he WlS engaged in with the Turks, .during 
the whole Courfe of his Reign. 'Tis true, 
that as he had naturally weak Eyes, not from 
a red.hot Plate of Gold· held againH: them by 
Order of his Brother lfinael, (for neither Bi
~arus, nor Chako1ldtle, nor OleariuJ, fpeak 
of it,) but from a Defect of Nature, or forne 
Fit of Sicknefs, he carried on the War againft 
them more by his Lieutenants, than by hirn
fe1f, and generally fhut himfclf up in his Pa
lace; which perhaps is the Reafon that he was 
reckoned, though 1,njnIHy, to be a Prince of 
fewer Abilities than he w~s really po{fc11ed 
of. 

HE hegan his Rei~,n wilh the Death of 
three of his Brothels, who fled away pre[t;nt
Iy towards the T'urks Frontier; but he allur'd 
them to Court by fine Promiics, and then put 
them to Death. Being engaged in a War 
with the Tttrks, in the very firft Year of his 
Reign, he gave the Command of his Army 
to his eldeft Son, who immediate1y took from 
~hem the City of Vall, upon the Confines of 
Armeftta, and glin~d a great Victory over 
them in I S 77 ' 

HE afterwards I btained another more confi
derable Vitl:ory ne. r Balryton, where, >tis [aid, 
the Turks had 70000 Men killed. They 10ft 

icgco more upon another Occafion; when, 
however, 
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llOwever, the Perjians dearly purchafed the 
Victory by the Lofs of 44000 Men on their 
Side: But they retook the City of Szama. 

'6h" which the Turks had lately taken in 
Schirvan, a Province that lies on the weft 
Side of the CaJPian Sea. This happened in 
1578. 

THE Turks received another more fatal 
Shock the Year following. They had fent 
.:1.5000 Horfe and 7000 Camels to a Plain 
abounding with Forage, in order to refrcfh 
them, with 3 0000 Men to guard them. The 
Perjians who were but four Days March from 
ttyIt Place, being informed of the Negligence 
and Security to which thofc Troops abandon
ed themfel ves, went and fiuprifed them in 
the Night-time, and gave them itKh a total 
,Rout, that, 'tis iaid, neither M,m, Horfe, nor 
Camel efcaped. MuJlapha, the GrJnd Vificr, 
who commanded the Ottoman Army wai re
called to Conflalttmople, and being depofed, 
was his own Executioner. 

SINAN P ACHA, who fucceeded him, WJS 

fent to PerJia to command the Army. But 
as alGrand Vifier likes better to flay at C01Z

Jlantinople, than to have any Commiffion,how 
honourable {oever, he was io preffing for 
his Return, that by the Favour of a Per
Jian Ambaffador, who came to his Camp to 
make Propofals of PI."'ace to him, he obtained 
Leave from Amwrath III. to return to C011-

flantinoplc; and to carry the Perjian Alltbaf· 
D .of- fade 
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{ador thither with him, whi\'h he did in I ~82 
Mahomet Pach.z, who was fent in his Place; 
was not morc fortunate than the other Gene
rals who ferved in that War before him. H~ 
was entirely routed in Georgia by the Pfr
Jians and Georgians in Conjuclion, and loft 
all his Baggage. Chalcondtte himfclf owns an 
thefe Advantages of the Perf/ans over the 
Turks, who indeed took {()me Places from them, 
but paid very dear for them by the great N um~ 
ber of Men they loft upon all thofe Occa
fions, and others afterwards; from whence 
'tis natural to infer, that a Prince who was 
capable of carrying on fo ibarp a War, and 
with fo much Succefs as CodabL'nde did, du
l"jng his whole Reign, was not 10 cOf'tcmp
~ib1e as fame HiftoriJns have made him. He 
(lied in q 8 S' and left three Sf)l1s. Thetwo 
firft reigned a few Months only, and the 
Thhd, who was Abas the Gleat, many Years. 
Moft of the Authors who treat of the Kings 
of the Family of the Sophles, make no Men
tion of the two former, and confequently do 
riot rank them in the Number of Kings. But 
I thought fit to give them that Place npon the 
Authority of Olearius, who h.wing refided 
fome Time at the Court of Perfia ... nine Y<'.l[S 

after theDeolth of Schah-Abas the Great. ~ould 
not but be well informed of what he 11Iys re .. 
lating to the Fate of this Prince's two elder 
Brothers. 

EMIR 



EMIR HEMSE. 

The etdeji Son O/CODABENDE, Fifth King of 
th~ F amity of the Sophies, in IS 8). 

H~ filcceeded his Father as the Eldeft of 
I his Children; but Ij'mael having gain. 
ed the Grandees of the Court to confent to 
his Death, caufed him to be murder'd in his 
very Chamber by Aifaffines, who in the Dif
guife of Women deceived the Kings Guards. 
Olearius fays, he reigned eight Months, as 
well as Ifmael his Succeifor; which wou'd 
make a Year and four Months for both : 
Wherein he manifeftly contradiets himfelf; be
caufe by making Abas the laft of the three 
.Brothers to reign the fame Year that Coda. 
hende died, i. e. I S 8 S . 'tis impoffible that 
hi~ two elder Brothers fhould have fixteen 
Months Reign between them. All that can 
be faid, is, that they reigned a very fhort 
Time; but how long, cannot be exacUy deter
mined. 

ISMAEL 



ISMAEL I1I. 

Eecolld Sm of CODA BEN DE, Sixth Killg oftb~ 
Family of the Sophles, in IS8). 

HE was no fooner got upon the Throne 
by the Murder of one Brother, thaa 

he thought to fecme the Poifeiilon of it, 
by difpatching his YOllngeft Brother Mir
za Abas; but he wa5 prevented by the lat
tel's Governor lrlurflhed-Kult-Kan, who be
in\! ienfible that hi.s own Life depe l1ded an 
hi~ Iv1after's, cng-ag;ed forne Grandees of the 
CQurt to difpatch I.rmaei j and, for that Pur
pofe, they emplov'J his Valet de Chambrc 
and Barbcr,who,whiic he was {having him, cut 
his Throat. The Lords \,,'ho were prcfcnt at 
this Execution, and AccompllLcs of it, killed 
the Valet de Cliambre {hat very Inftant to 
prevent Diicovery. Thus Ifmaet's Reign 
was almoft a~ iliort as his elder Brother's; and 
he Ide the Crown [0 Abas, who took Poifef
fion of it without any Rival. 

ABAS 



AB AS tbe Great, 

Third Son of CODA BEN DE, al1d Seventh Kitl!, 
of the Family of the Sophies, t1t IS85. 

;V HIS Prince in the Life-time of the 
_.1 King his Father, refidcd at fIeri, or 
Herat, a Town of Coraffan, governing what 
belonged to Perjia in that Province. Coda. 
hende's Prime Minifter Mirza-Salmas, who 
did not love him, and only meant to facrificC' 
him to the Intereft of the Prince Emir Hemft 
his Son-in-Law, made the King believe that 
Ahas was in Rebellion againft him, and aim
ed at the Crown; and advifed him to go and 
befiege him in lleri, in order to make fure 
of his Perfon. .Ahas, who was informed of 
it, and was al ways very fu bmiHi v·e to the King 
his Father, fcnt him two Lords, who were 
his trufty Friends, and went and made an Of. 
fer to the King of their Heads, in cafe that 
Ahas fhould appear guilty of the leaO: Di1: 
obedience. The Affair being ftricHy exami
ned according to the Informations which the 
King ordered throughout the Province, and 
Parts adjacent, Ahas was proved to be inno
cent, and the Prime Minifier, on the contra
ry, being found guilty, had hi. Head cut 
off. 

THIS 
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THIS Prince was the greatefi King that 

had been in Per./ia for many Ages; and his 
Memory is held in the higheft Veneration 
there to this Day. He was but eightell Y ed.rs of 
Age, when he afccllded theThrone. Though 
at that Tillle he gave great Hopes of what he 
would be one Day, he even furpaifed all 
Expeaation; and, excepting fume Ath of 
Cruelty, for which he may juftly be re
proached, he had all the ~alificationS' of 
a great Prince. He gave full InJication 
in the Inftances of his Reign, that he was 
not of a Humour to be governed; fOf Mur
jChed-Kull-Kan, who had been his Gover
nor in his Youth, and to whom he owed the 
Crown, valuing himiClf too much on his Ser
vices, and ftill pretending to controul him, 
rendered himfelf fo odious to Abas, that 
this Prince, after having given him tht: firft 
Blow himfelf, caufed him to be difpatched 
by one of that Lord's Grooms, who came thi
ther upon hearing the Noife, and whom the 
King rewarded with the Title of Kan, and the 
Government of Her4t ; and next Day he cau
fed all the Friends and Relations of the De
ceafed to be put to Death, that he might ne
ver be uneafy under the Applehenfion of 
what they might do by way of Revenge. 

THE too cruel Severity which he exerci .. 
fed in this Inftance upon the Man to whom 
he had greater and more fubftantial Obliga
tions, than to all Men living, ,onyinced all 

the: 
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the Grandees that they had to do with a 
Sovereign that would govern by himfelf, and 
whofe Minifters fhould be meer Minifters, 
that is to fay, always very dependant and 
fubordinate. 

FINDING upon his Acceffion to the Crown 
that the Kingdom was very much wafted by 
the Conquefts which the Turks had made 
on one Side, and the Vsoeck-Tartars on the 
Qtllg, he refol ved from that Moment to re
cover the Poffeffion of all the Provinces that 
had been taken from it. He began with the 
Province of Coraj[an, fituate on the South.Eaft 
of the CaJPian Sea, of which Perjia had on· 
ly a little Corner remaining, where he him
felfhad commanded during his Father's Reign. 
He made himfelf Maficr of the greateft Part 
of this Province to one End of it, from which 
he obliged Abdttlla, Prince of the Vshecks, 
to retire, by forcing him back to Mej'zat, 
or Meflhed, a Place become fo famous fince, 
by the Pilgrimage which this vcry _Ahas ef
tablifhed thither, and which [erves the Per
./ians infiead of the Pilgrimage to Mecca. 
After having Ibid in this Province three Years 
to confirm his Dominion there, Abdulla made 
an Effort to get into it again: But the Enter
prize was fatal to him; for his Army was 
entirely defeated; and falling into the Con
querors Hands, together with his Brother 
Tilem-Kam, and his three Sons, Abas caufed 
all their Heads to be cut off. 
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AFTtR having fecured Cora.f!an by this 

Execution, and by the good Order he efta .. 
bUfhed there, he turned his Arms againft the 
Turks ~. from whom he had much more to 
reconquer, and who were Enemies much 
morc powerful, and more formidable than the 
Vsbecks. As to the Events of this War, 'I 
will not enter into a Detail which is not con
fiUent with a fhort HiHory, and which would 
require a large Volume, but fhall merrt:~.:m. 
enough to give the Reader a true Idea of 
the Splendor and Power, which Schach-Abas 
then lc-eilabli:lhed in Pe1~(ia, of which he 
was afterwards, with JuH Reafon, deem'd the 
RESTORE R. 

J T muft be fuppofed, in the firft Place, that 
the Turks had conquered from PerJia, fince the 
Death off {mael I. at leait one hundred and fifty 
Leagues in Length from South to North, rec
koning from Tauris to the Extremities of the 
Kingdom of Caket, and as much morc in 
Breadth, from the We1tern Coaft of the Car 
pian Sea to the Black Sea, that is to fay, 
as much as they and the Muftovites have 
conquered of it in the late Revolution. 'Tis 
true, that they have now pufhed their Con
quefts f . .uther into the Heart ofPerJia, where 
they arc Ma1ters of the Country, 3~ far C1S 

Amadan, which is above ieventy Leagues 
South of TatlYis ,. but, befides the Weftem 
"eoaft of the CaJPiatt Sea, which they don't 
poffdi at this Day, though they were ~fai:" 

tera 



( 39 ) 
teTs of it at that' Time, they had a1fo taken 
flOrn Perjia the Village of Bagdat, or Ba
byto1t, with all Mefopotamta and .AJljria. 

SCHAH-ABAS retook an thofe Countries du
ring his Reign; and befidcs that, he conquer'd 
from the Tttrks a great many Places upon the 
Black Sea, and even a Harbour ncar Trehi
fl1td. ,He took as many along the Red Sea 
to the Ocean, reckoning from the Mouth of 
t'rre-£'"1pbrates. He took Balflra in the Per
flaIl Gulph, and carried his Conqudts fo far 
into'Arabta, from whence he thought to drive 
out every Turk, that he afrually iciz'd Afe
dma, a Town famous for having been the Rc
fidence of the Prophet Jrfahomct. He a1[0 
took the HIe of Onnlts from the Portl~~uf'.(c' 
and very much weakened their Power 111 the 
I1tdies. In fumt, confider him only all the 
Foot of his mihtdry Atchievements, he may 
paf; Ivl' one of the glcateft Captains that ever 
was in Pcrjia. 

BUT as by all thefe !1,leat Feats of Arms, 
he ihL'wcd himf~lf an able Soldier, he dif
covered that he hJ.d yet greater Talents as a 
StatcL1Jii.11, by the Mcaii.ll'cs he took to make 
himfdf abfolute in his Kingdom, and to ci. 
vilize it. He was the firft that, as we may 
L1Y, made the Kings of PerJia frce Merl. 

W HEN he came to the Crown, Part of the 
Kingdom was, as it were, parcell'd among 
twenty petty Princes, whu had eaeh the So
reignty of the Countries they had ufurp'd, amI 
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(upported one another in a total Independency 
on the Kings of Perjia. Thefe Kings were 
not abfolutc, as they have been fince: They 
depended on the Grandees, and the Troops, 
which thougb maintain'd at theirExpence, pre~ 
fcrib'd Laws to them fometimes, depos'd them, 
and aCtually took away their Lives. Sch4cIJ
.Aba! having refolved to eftabliih a Syftem of 
defpotick and arbitrary Government in his 
Kingdom, [uch as it ha5 been £?nce his Ur,vr, 
he made it his Bulinefs to ruin the Veteran 
Troops, and the antientFamilies of the Coun
try. He gain'd his Point by the gradual De
ftruction of the C01lrtches, from whom thofe 
Families were defcended, and of which con
fifted that'13ody of Militia which was moft for
midable tn the Kings;. but he did not take off 
the Mask in this Refpe8:, till after he had 
fiU'd his Court and his Troops with thofe 
People that inhabited the Northern Extremi ... 
ties of Perjia, as the Georg/aflS, and other 
adjacent Countries; for being originally Chrif
tians, they were naturally Enemies to the 
Courtches, as dcfcended from thofe antient 
Turcomanians and Saracens, fo famous in 
Hiftory for their Invafions, and for all the· 
Mifchiefs whieh they formerly did the Chrif
tians. In the mean Time he kept fair with 
the Grand Seigniors, of whom he frood in 
need in his War he made againfr the 'Turks p 

But Sefi~ his Grandfon and SuceeIror, finifh'd}o 
the Scheme on tl.la( Side of which he had 

only 
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'Only form'd the Plan. As to the antient Mi~ 
lida of the CourtcheJ, though it has fubfifted 
ever lince, yet the Kings of Perfia~ Succef
fors of him whom we are now treating of, hath 
always kept that Body fo much under, that they 
were never in a Condition to gi.ve them the 
leaft Uneafinefs. From him a1fo they learn'd. 
according to the Methpd of the Turks, to 
truft the Miniftry and great Offices of the 
K-mgdom, in .the Hands only of Foreigners, 
who being originally Slaves, are not attach'd 
by the Ties of Blood, either to their Equals, 
or to the Grandees of the Kingdom; fo that 
the Government which was antiently very tern .. 
perate, is by his Management become defpo
tiek' and abfolute to fuch a Degree, that it 
may be faid, that there is not, perhaps, in the 
U niverfe, a King that is marc MaUer o( the 
Lives and Fortunes pf his Subjetls, than was 
Echah-A6as and his Succt'ifors. 

IN the Midft of fo muth Glory and Power,' 
fo great and fo well eftablifh'd, 'he had the 
:Misfortune to entertain unjuft Sufpicions of 
his own Children. Of three Sons that be 
had, he caus'd the Eyes of the two Youngeft 
to be bored out, referving the Eldeft nam'd 

.sefi Myrza, to be his Succeifor; but this 
young Prince having a Son nam~d S'din-Mur .. 
za, Schah.Ahas who faw Seji-Mirza of Age 
to fucceed him, and did not doubt, but the 
Grandees to whom he had render'd himfelf 
odious, during the whole Courfe of his Reign, 
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would affift the.: young Prince to dethrone him 
if he fhould offer to undertake it, thought he 
could not b~ tafe againft Alarms, but by put
ting him to Death. The Blow was no fooner 
fhuck, but he forel y repented it. He ihut 
himielf up for ten Days in a dark Place, and 
fhed Tears inceiTantly: He put on Mourning 
for a whole Year, and durinj:; the Remainder 
of his Life, wore the plaincft Habits) without 
any Ornament. ._" 

IN I 629. he fell into a dlngerous Fit of 
Illnefs, and finding his End drawing near, 
he nominated for his Succeifor, his Grandfon 
Sam-lrlt1"za~ charging four of his Prime Of. 
ficers, that he cou1d moft confide in, to inftal 
him in the Throne after his Death, and to 
make him take the Name of Scji.J which was 
the Name of his Father. Thoie Lords tel
ling him at that Time of a Prophecy which 
iome Aihologers had made, that this young 
PI ince would reign but three Months at moft ; 
Let him reil,11 as I011g as he Call, fays ht', 
tholfgh it be but three 'Days; I /ball be glad 
of tbe A!furaltce, dat 01ze Vay, at leajt, he 
'Witt have that Crown upon hIS Head whIch 
1,;..'as due to the 'Prillce his Father. 

\V I1'H this Grief for the Death of his Son, 
he expir'd about the Clofe of the Y car 1629. 
with the Reputation of one of thl! greateft 
Princes that ever reign'd in Perjia, and leaving 
to his Succeffors fuch Examples and Le1fons 
as moft of them have made a very ill Ufe of. 

He 
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He died at Ferabad in the Province of Ma
zanderan ~ to the South 'of the CajjJl411 Sea, 
a Town which he had built on the Sea-Side, 
and the Place which he delighted in moil 
throughout his whole Kingdom. He was fix
ty three Years of Age, and had reign'd forty 
five. But it may be obferv'd in the Conduct 
of the Aghvans, who are now Mafters of the 
Kingdom, that by deftroying the Nobility of 
P..i.rjia and the antient Militia of that Nation, 
they have only fol1ow'd the Maxims and Ex
ample of Schah-Abas, and chat they have 
treated the lv'fo,dern Nobility juft as Schah
Abas, and Schab-&ji hi8 Succeifur, did the an
rient Nobility and the Courtches. " 

S E F I, 

Son to the Pri1JCeSEFI-MuRZA, and Grand
jOn to Abas the Great, ~he Etghth Kil1g of 
the Family of the Sophles, tIt 1629. 

BEFORE the Reign of Schah-Abas, 
the Children of the Kings of Perjia 

appear'd at Court with Freedom. They were 
alfo cmploy'd, and had Governments given 
them when they came of Age. But after the 
Death of Mirza-Seji, who was a Sacrifice to 
the Jealoufy of the King his Father, this 
.P.rince alter'd that Method, and caus'd his 
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Grandfon to be eJucated in a Manner which 
was afterwards a Rule for the Education of an 
the King's SonS', that is to fay-, he kept him 
fuut up in the Haram, where he had no Can .. 
verfation but with the Eunuchs. He was on
ly taught to read and write; and all his Diver
fions were fuooting with the Bow, and riding 
upon an AiS in the Gardens. Schah. Abas 
was fa much on his Guard againft this young 
Prince, though he was of too tender Years 
to undertake any Thing againft him, that ,tis 
faid, that for fear he had more 'Nit than he 
wifh'd him to have, he made him take Opium 
every Day to ftupify him. 

WHETHER Schah-Sefi had Memorials and 
InHruB:ions from the King his Grandfather 
and Predecdfor, to cut off the chief Men of 
the Kingdom, or whether he followed the 
Cruelty of his natural Temper, 'tis certain, 
that there has not been in Perjia a more cruel 
and bloody Reign than his. 'Tis faid that 
he came into the World with two Hands 
full of Blood, and that Schah-Abas prognof
ticated from thence, that he would live to 
bathe his Hands in Blood; which was but too 
much verified in the Sequel. 

HE began his Cruelties with an only Bro
ther, whofe Eyes he calls'd to be bored out. 
He caft headlong from a Rock, his cwo Un
cles, the younger Brothers of his Father 
lt1.irza-Seji, the fame whofe Eyes Schah-Aba! 
had bored out, and kept Prifoner in a Caftle. 

The 
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The Reafon he-alledged was, that thofePrinces 
being blind, were therefore good for nothing 
in the World. He like'wife put to Death not 
only fuch of the great Lords, as he in any 
Manner fufpefred, but alfo many of thote that 
were the maR: attached to his Family, and who 
having been the chief Minifters of the late 
King his Grandfather, had the greateft Share 
of his Efteem and Confidence. 

'1 SHALL not enter inti) a longer Detail of 
the Cruelties, of which his Reign was one 
continued Series. They had rendered him fa 
odious even to thofe who had moR: Acccfs 
to him, that they confpired againft him in 
his very Haram ; and in the Midi! of his Wives 
and Concubines, it was refolved to poifon 
him: And the Thing was executed; but the 
Qyality or Dofe of the Poifon not being 
ftrong enough to do his Bufinefs, he was no 
fooner cured of his Illnefs at two Months 
End, bur after great Enquiry he; found that 
the Poifon had been prepared in the Haram, 
and that his Aunt, the Widow of one of 
the chief Officers of the Court, whom he 
had put to Death, had formed the Con
fpiracy, and conduaed it through. The 
Night afrer he was informed of all thefe l>ar
ticulars, terrible Shrieks were hcald in thr; 
Haram, and next Day it was known, that, 
afrer he had ordered a great Ditch to be made 
in the Garden, he had buried there an ali ve 
forty Women that had a Hand in the Con-
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fpiracy; of which Number, 'tis faid, his oWll 

Mother was one; and that it was only to co
ver the Horror of this Faa that a Report 
was fpread at the fame Time, that fhe was 
dead of the Plague. , 

BESIDES, this Prince.had no confiderable Vir
tue that would countcrbalal1ce his Vices; for, 
though he prett"nded to Courage, there was 
more of Rafhnefs than true Valour in his Mi
litary Condud: ; and though in the firit Y e~rs 
of hIS Reign, he caufed the T~rks to raife 
the Siege Jt Bagdat J and took Er'ivan by 
Storm, he was more ohligeJ for thofe Ex
ploits to the Capacity and good Condutl: of 
his Gt"nerals, than to his own Ski11 and Pru
dence. He loft two of the moH i!n portant 
Places of his Frontiers, Cmtdahar and Bag
dat, the one on the Eaft, and the ('rher on 
the \\Teft, merely by his own Folly. The 
Reader will find in the firft Part of this Work 
how he loft the former; and I fuall here ac
qUlint him how he came to lofe the other. 

THE RE was at Bagdat a very worthy 
Governor named Seji-KuJi-Kan, originally 
of Armenia. This brave Commander had be
fore held out two Sieges againft the Turks 
with Succefs, ar..d ftill commanded in the 
Place, when Am1trath, the Gtand Seignior, 
came to beficg-: it in 1638. Srl~ah-Seji, in
Head of trufting to a Man of his Experience 
for thcDefence of this important Place, thought 
fit to fend one of his Favourites thither, to 
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whom he gave the Government of it. The 
old Governor finding himfelf turned out, to 
make Room for a worthlefs young Fellow, 
was fo fen!lble of the Affront, that he chofe 
to take Poifon rather than furvivcit, and made 
his Wife and his Son do the fame. The Gar
rifon, to whom their old Commander was dear, 
had no Courage to fight under the Command 
of a new one ~ but, rebelling againft lum, ca
pitulated with Amurath for the Surrender of 
the Place.; which he had no fooner entered, 
but he put all the Perjians to the Sword. 
Thus did Bagdat, which was taken by Schah. 
Abas from the Turks twenty Y ears bdor~, 
rela pfe into their Hands) where it has Ie. 
main'd ever fince. \ 

W HE N Schah-Sefi fuccceded to the Throne, 
he was fo chilled by the Opium which his 
Grandfather made him to mix with his Food, 
that the Phyficians prefcribedthe Uie of Wine 
to give him Warmth. He took fi.lCh a Fancy 
to it, that 'twas one of his greatcft Plcafures 
to drink to Ex:ccf~; and his Cruelty was ne
ver more to be dreaded than when he was in 
that Condition. He meddled very ltttle with 
Affairs of the Goverment, palling his whole 
Life with hi~ Bottle) his Wives, or in Hunt
ing; fo that had it not been for the numerous 
Cruelties, which ftained his Reign with Blood, 
it would have been fcarce perceivable that 
he ever was King. He died 1642. after a 
Reign of tweI ve Years. His Death is afcri-
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bed to a Deb.mch of Wine; but he had reb .. 
dered himiclf fo hateful to the Court by his 
Cruelties, that it was always believed the Poi
{on had help'd to carry him off. He was 
of a middling Stature, very well made in his 
Perfon, and had an Air of Good Humour and 
Humanity in his Phyfiognomy, to which all his 
Actions gave the Lye. 

ABAS II. 

'SOIt of SUI, the Ninth King of the Race of 
the Sophies, in 1642. 

T HIS Prince was but thirteen Years 
of Age when he came to the Throne, 

.after having ran a great Hazard of being 
for ever incapacitated to fuceeed his Father. 
Echah-Seji, whofe Cruelty was fucll that it 
did not [pare even his only Son, ordered 
one of his chief Eunuchs, upon a certain Day, 
without telling him the Reafon, to run the 
Iron over A6as's Eyes: His Intention to be 
fure was that the Iron fhould be red-hot; but 
as he did not expre[s it fa, the Eunuch, who 
had Compaffion of the Prince, and imagined 
that the King having no other Heir, wou14 
one Day be forry for the Order he had gi
veIl, only run the cold Iron over the Princes 
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Eyes, and told the King that his Order was 
o'bey'd. Mean Time the Prince, being in
firuded by the Eunuch, acred the blind Man 
fo much to Perfection, that it was really be
lieved he had loft his Sight. When Schah. 
Eeji found himfelf on his Death-Bed, and that 
he was a61:ua11y dying, he was forry that by 
depriving his Son of Sight, he had depriv'd 
himfelf of the only Heir to whom he could 
.leave the Crown. As he was extreaml y af
flicted for it, and [aid with what Satisfaction 
he fhould have died, jf he had but a Son to 
fucceed him, the Eunuch feeing him almoft 
ready to expire, aifured him that he had a 
Secret to reftore the Prince to his Sight, and 
that he would prove it to him by bringing 
him inftantly before him. The King, trant: 
ported at this News, fent immediately one of 
the chief Lords of his Court, namedAJi·Kuli
Kiln, along with the Eunuch to bring the 
Prince to him, whofe Sight gave him 10 much 
Joy that it prolonged his Life till next 
Day. 

THE Reign of .Aba! II. was very dlfferent 
from that of his Father; and it may be faid, 
that next to Ifmaet I. and Schah-Aba! the 
Great, PerJia never had a better King of 
the Family of the Sophie.r. Not but that, 
like him, he was too rn uch fubjetl to Wine, 
and committedfomeAtls ofCrue1ty, but abate
ing a few Excurfions, of which he might juf
tly be reproached, he fuew'd himfelf, during 
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the whole Courie of his Reign, truly worthy 
of the Crown he wore. 

A s he was but thirteen Years of Age 
when he took the Scepter into his Hands, 
he left the Goverment of the Kingdom to his 
Mother and to Athemat-Vouiet, an old Man 
of near fourfcore Years of Age, in whom that 
Princefs repofed all the Confidence that could 
be. Things went on very quietly for the 
three firft Years, till Jani-Kan, the moil: 
powerfM Lord at Court, who was a decla
red Enemy to the Prime Minifter, putting a 
wrong Conftru6tion u pan aWard that the 
King had faid, went to [he Minifter's Houfe, 
and killed him as by Order from the King. 
His Mother, who was incenied to the lail: 
Deglee, and thought herielf infulted by fo 
daring a Stroke, pldfed the King to revenge 
it. This Prince, who was then but uxtef'n 
Years of Age, was fam to diffemble; and in
fiead of puniihing Jalti-l(an, he gave him 
the Office of the Deceaied,with the Forfeiture 
of his Eftate; and two Days after he made 
him Generaliffimo of Perjia, which put 
3 0000 Men under his Command. Perhaps 
this new Minifter might have fupported him
fe If longer, notwithftanding the Hatred which 
the King's Mother bore him, and notwith
ftanding all the Influence fhe had over the 
King her Son; but having formed a Con
fpiracy to force the Helram, ann to kill that 
PrinceiS in it, the Kmg being informed of it, 
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Caufed him and his Accomplices to be mar.. 
facred next Day in the Council-Hall, when 
they expeCl:ed nothing like it. Tavernier 
afcribes this Faa:. to Schah-Seji: But Sir 
John Chardin, who was much better inform
ed, and 'more exaCl: in all Refpetls than he 
was, puts it to the Account of Schah-Auas. 

THIS young Prince having cftabliihed his 
Authority by this vigorous Stroke, took the 
Reins of Government into his own Hands. 
He was but eighteen or nineteen Years of 
Age, when he went to befiegeCalldahar, which 
in his Father's Reign had been fimrndered 
to the Great-Mogul. He retook it with the 
whole Province, which furrounds it, and 
kept it ever afterwards, notwithfianding all 
the Efforts of that fame Indztll1- Emperor, who 
caufed it to be befieged fevcral Times, but al
ways in vain, by Armies of 300000 Men. 
He was fo much confounded at it himfdf, that 
neither he nor his Suc(.dfors dared afterwards 
to attack it. Which in thefc lattcr Time'S has 
proved the Misfortune of Perjia; becaufe, if 
C,utdahar had been in the Hands of the Great
Mogul, the Agbval1S would never have at
tempted to conquer the Kingdom as they have 
done. 

TH E farther Schah-Abas advanced into 
his Reign, the more was he beloved by his 
Subjeas, and the more fi~ared by hill Neigh
bours. He loved J uftice, and had no Mer
cy for the Governors, and other publick Of-
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ticers, who ablding their Authority, oppref.. 
fed the People; of which feveral Inftances 
may be feen in Ta'Vernier. He had a great 
and noble Soul, was very kmd to Strangers, 
and openly prote8:ed the Chrifiians, whom 
he would not have in the leaft molefied for 
their Religion, faying, That none but God 
was Mafler of their Conftiences ; that,for 
his own Part, he was only Governor oj Ex
ternals,. and that all his Sulijel1s heing 
eff1tatty Members of the State, of what Re
lIgion flever they were, he owed Juflice to 
them all alzk.e. 

HE gave a full Proof pf thefe Sentiments 
upon this Occafion: A Perjian having fiab
bed an Armenian, for having feen hirr. take out 
of the Bafin of a MofiJue one of thoie Fillies 
which they look upon as facred, becau1e they 
belong to the Mofque, was abfolved fOl afinall 
Matter by theSedre, orHigh-Priefi of theKing
dom, who judged that theArmenian was killed 

juftly. But Schah-Abas was of another Opi
nion; and, in Contempt of the ridiculous Ar
gument of the High-Prieft, who pretended 
that to take a confecrated Fifh was a Crime 
which the firft Comer had a right to punifh 
with Death, he feverely reprimanded him, 
condemned him to pay a Fine to the Arme
nian's Family, and caufed the Murderer to be 
puniihed. 

HE was but thirty-feven or thirty-eight 
Years old when he died. He was then in 
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the Vigour of his Age, and had formed a 
Defign to extend the Frontiers of his King
dom on the North Side, and had aCl:ually 
made fuch Preparations for the Execution of 
it, that his Succefs was not doubted. His 
Troops were numerous, and in good Condi. 
tion ~ and had found Ways and Means to 
heap up WeaIth, without putting his People 
to the Expence. The Secret he had made 
ufe of for this Purpofe was, not to fill up cer. 
tain great Pofts when they became vacant, 
but to put the great Sallaries thereto annex'd 
in his Exchequer, a Piece of O~conomy 
which was worth above tweI ve Millions a 
Year to him. But Death overtook him in 
the Midft of his great Projects ; for he fell 
fick at one of his Pleafure-Houfes, about two 
Leagues from Vamagan, a City of the Pro
vince of Teber-Efloon, or Tabarijlon, as 'tis 
called in the Maps, and after four Months 
lan~uifhing under the Venereal Difeafe, he 
diccf the 25th of September 1666. leaviug 
two Sons, the Eldeft about twenty Years of 
Age, named Sefi folirza, and the youngeft, 
who was Eight, named Hamzech-Mt1'Za; but 
he appointed neither of them for his Succef
for. 
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'8on 0/ ABAS II. the Te11th King of the Race 
of the Sophies, m 1666. 

A BA S II. having not fixed his Succef
fion upon either of his Sons, there was 

a Confultation which of the two to choofe for 
his Succeffor. A great Cou.:1cil was held up
on it in the very Camp, which was pitched 
round the Ca.ftle wheH.~ the King died; and 
this before his Death was known to any but 
about eleven Minifters and principal Officers 
of the Army that compo[ed the Council, and 
two Eunuchs of the firft Rank, (hat were 
prefent at his Departure out of the "\V orld. 

As 'tis always more advantageous to thofe 
who are in Place to have a Minor King for 
their Sovereign, than one that is of .A ge to 
govern, all the Suffrages were unanimous for 
giving th~ Crown to the younger Son; whom 
the King had brought along with him, and 
who was then upon the Spot. And in order 
to colour over the Injuftice done to the Eldeft, 
it was pretended with a teeming PlObability 
that Schab,Abas had deprived him of his 
Sight. The Foundation for it W.18, that when 
the late King fet out upon his laft Journey, 
in which he died, he turned back again to 
IJPaban, when he was but eight Leagues 
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from it, with a very few Attendants, and en ... 
ter'd the Haram privately, without being feen. 
He was then .. but two Hours, and it was re
mark'd, that he carne out wry penfive. This 
had given Caufe to fuppofe, that he only went 
thither to deprive Mrrz,a-Sefi of his Sight . 
. The ConJe8:ure, Ehough well founded, prov'd 
falfe. However chofe who affifted in the 
Council made a Handle of it to exclude the 
EldeH, and to proclaim theY oungeft, who had 
the Genera.lity of the Suffrages, when bluba
teck-Aga one of the two Eunuchs who were 
prefent at the Confultacion, and from whom it 
was leaft expected, in that he was the Gover
nor of [he Prince whom they made Choice of, 
caus'd the E1ection to mifcarry. Though he 
had no deliberative Vote in the Affembl y, yet 
he ipoke with Courage, and ftaking his Life 
upon it, that Seji-Mrrza had not 10ft his 
Sight, he fa vigoroufly 1 eprefented to them 
the InJuftice done to a Prince of his Age, to 
prefer his youngtr Brother, who was but a 
Child, before him, that heturn'd the Refolu
tion that was enter'd into in Favour of Hamez,
MIrza, and in a Manner forc'd the whole 
A1fembl y to choofe the eldeft. 

THE "Thing being thus refolv'd on, the 
Council appointed Deputies to carry tht: News 
to the Prince Seji-Mlrza at IfPaha1t, which 
was one hundred and forty French Leagues 
from the Place where the King died. The 
Deputies made this Journey with fuch a Dif.. 

patch, 
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patch, that they arriv'd at IJPahan in fevert 
Days, "VIZ. the fecond of Oc106er. The Chief 
of the Deputation having defired to fpeak 
with the Prince from the King his Father, 
whore Death was not known, there was a 
great Alarm at the Haram, where it was fuf
pected that the King fent an Officer of the 
:firft Rank from a Place fo far difiant, only to 
take away the Prince's Life, and it was near 
an Hour before they could pluck the Child 
from the Arms of his Mother, who thought 
they were going to put him to Death. At 
laft the Prince coming out of the Haram.> the 
Chief of the J?eputies fell on his Knees be
fore him, and paid due Homage to him as his 
King. He~was inftall'd and crown'd, and 
was refolv'd to keep his old Name of Sefi. 
The Death of the old King, an~the Coro
nation of his Succeifor, was not known in If
pahan till the next Day, and the Army de
camp'd, in order to return to the Capital, 
without having heard a Word of the Death 
of ISchach-Abas, or of the Election of Schah. 
Seji, till they were far advanc'd upon the Roac.t. 

THOUGH at firft he retain'd his old Name, 
he chang'd it two Years after, upon an Occa
fion that I am now going to mention. The 
Debaucheries of Wine and Women having 
very much impair'd his Health at the End 
of two Years, the Phyficians not being able 
to reftore it, laid the Blame upon the Stars, 
accufmg the Aftrologers of having not chofe 

a 
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Q. happy Date for his Coronation. This Opi
nion, ridiculous as it was, prevail'd in a Coun
try where they haye mighty Faith in Afiro
logy. The King was crown'd again; and 
abandoning his old Name, he took that of 
Solyman, which' he went by to his Death. He 
was fe> firong and robuft, that with the Gripe of 
ffts Hand.he bent Gold Cups of the Thicknefs 
of a Crown P.iece, till both Sides met. Sir 
John Chardin fays, he had feen and handled 
feveral of the Cups wnich this Prince htd fo 
bent. But this Prince degencratt:d very much 
from the Virtues of his P ather Schah.Abas II. 
and made his Reign remarkable only by a 
thoufand Inftances of Cruelty, the bare Men
tion of which is fhocking. When he was in 
Wine, or in 'wrath, no Body about him was 
fure of Life or Eftate. He caus'd Hands, 
Feet, Nofe, ancfEars, to be cut off, Eyes to 
be pluck'd out, and Lives to be facrificcd, up
on the leait Whim that took him; and the 
Man that 1Was the moft in his Favour at the 
Beginning'of a Debauch, was generally made 
a Sacrifice at the End of it. This is the Cha
ratter given us of him by Sir John Chardin~ 
who was in Part a Witnefs of what he relates 
as to this Matter. Ferfons thought their 
Lives in fuch Danger whenever they ap
Woach'dhim, that a great Lord of his Court faid, 
When he came from his Prdence, That he 
tltways felt if his Head WelS kft jfandilJg 
"'pon his ShouMers. It was under this Prince, 
that Pffjia began to decay. F HE. 
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HE thQught fo little like a King) that whtn 

it was repreftnted to him what Danget hI was 
in from the Turks, who when they had made 
Peace with the Chrifiians, would come and 
.attack his fineft Provinces, if he did not put 
himfclf in a Condition tu repel them, he an
fwer'd very indifferently, ~hat he did' not care, 
provided they left him II}ahan. He dierl. 
about the End of ]uf:y 1694' leaving two 
Sons, the one HttjJein, the other Abas. He 
was forty eight Years of Age, and had reign'd 
twenty eight. Gemelli fays he was fifty three, 
and had reign'd thirty; but he is miftaken in 
both. Solyman was born in I 646. accord .. 
ing to Chardt1I, who was at lfiahan at the 
Time bf his Government. He came to the 
Crown in 1666. and not in 1664. as Gemelli 
fays, who does not fcern to be fure of what 
he advances, and who, though he pretends 
he was at Schah-Huf{einJs Coronation, did not 
fo much as know the N arne of this Prince, 
whom he always calls Schah-Ofjc?z. 

H U SSE I N, 
E01~ tOSOLYMAN, tbe Eteventb andLafl King 

of the Family of the Sophies, in 1694. 

As this Prince's Reign is the chief Sub
ject of the Hiftory of the late Revolu

tion, 'tis fufficicnt here only to name him in 
the Succeilion to thc:o:her Kings of his Family. 

HIS .. 



r~ 1ST 0 R Y 
Of the Late 

Revolution in PERSIA. 

F the Revolution of Perfia has 
been fo aftonifhing t when taken 
only in a general View, and ac .. 
cording to the very imperfect 
Ideas we can form of it from 
the Gazettes and other publick 

News Papers, we may affirm, it will appear 
fEll more amazing, when we come to give a 
particular Account of the remote Caufes and 
Events that prepar'd the Way to it for above 
twenty Years, and which at iaft brought it to 
a final Iffue, to the Ad vantage of a Handfu}, 
as we may call it, of Barbartans~ who ex~ 
peCl:ed nothing like it, and always thought it 
a chimerical ProjeCl: to attempt to dethrone this 
:Came King of 'Perjta, whom they havedepos'd, 
:Is it were, without defigning it. 

F:z. 
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THIS is a Myfl:ery that cannot well be ex .. 

plain'd without going back to the Begianing 
of his Reign. As to his CharaCter, he was the 
moft human, and the beft tcmper'd Prince, but 
the weakeft that ever govern'd PerJia: And 
his Misfortunei afe a Ldfon that good N a
ttIre and Humanity, when carried too far, a~ 
unattended with the Know ledge and Virtue 
neceffary for a King, degenerates into Dafiar
dy, which is much more likely to make a 
Prince defpis'd than belov'd; and that if Re
vol utions fo extraordinary and flagrant as tilis 
of PerJia, are not always the Confequencc~ 
of fuch Contempt, 'tis only becaufe there are 
not Perfons of fufficient Abilities at all Times, 
and in all Countries, to lay hold of the Op
portunities, and at the fame Time, ambitious 
and refolute enough to run all the Hazards 
of it. 

~chah-Sobman, the Predeceffor of Hu.lfein, 
left but two Sons that were in a Capacity to 
fucceed him, and both by different Mothers. 
The eldeft was called Mirza-Abas, and the 
youngeft Huffiill ~ who fucceed~d in the Man .. 
ner we are now going to relate. 

HU1feill's Mother had two other Sons, one 
that was older than him, and the other younger. 
So!yman having put the e1deft of them to 
Death, the Mother was afraid the youngeft 
would have the fame Fate, the rather, becallf:: 
when he came to have a Notion of Things: 
he abandon'd himfelf fometime~ fo far to a 

Re .. 
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Refentment for his Brother's Death, as to tax 
hi~ Father with Cruelty. She imagined too, 
that Arts were ufed to provoke him, to make 
him talk more than was prop~r; and in order 
to fnatch him from the Misfortune that had 
bereav'd her of her eldeft, ihe lent him away 
.~Q.. privately from the Haram~ (or ~eragtio,) 
tHat no Body knew afterwards what became 
of him. Thus fhe fav'd her Son, but was 
made a Sacrifice to her Tendernefs: Whether 
it JWas that Solymall ~ as is general! y beIiev'd, 
p11t. her to Death, from a Sufpicion that fhe, 
and none but fhe, had promoted the Efcape 
of this young Prince, and from an Apprehen
fion that it might occafion a Civil War, or 
whether, as fome have pretended, file threw 
herfelf headlong in a Fit of Madnefs from 
the Top of the Palace. 

By this Means none but Mirza-.A64.f and 
Huffein were left in a Capacity of filcceeding 
Eo!yman ~ who after his Paffion was over for 
the Efcape of HUffiin's younger Brother, 
which had occafion'd the Death of the Mo
ther, chang'd his Rage into a Compaffion and 
Love for HuJ{ein.J and entertaining a more fa
vourable Opinion of him than he had before, 
he ordered that great Care :fhould be taken 
of his Education, which he had very much 
neglected hitherto, and that no CoIl fuould 
~e fpared to educate him ill a Manner wor
~y of a Prine-e, 
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W HE N Sobman died, he was fo well dii=

pos'a to Huffiin, that his not appointirlg a 
Succdror at his Death, can be afcrib'd to no 
other Caufe, but his exceffive TendemefS 
for him; for in iliort, nothing but his ftrong 
Byafs to HU/fein could weigh with him 
againft the Merit of Mirza· Abas, who by t~le 
Confeffion of all Mankind, was much fitter 
to fucceed him in the Threne than Huffeif! 
was, who by Reafon of the Deformity of pis 
:Body, was always looked upon as tacitly ;"x
eluded from all Hopes of the Crown. ~ 1~his 
young Plince, though handfome enough in 
other Refpects, had Legs that were monftroufiy 
crooked, and withal was fplay-footed. He 
was born, moreover, without anyAmbition or 
Paffion, and lov'd Retirement and Solitude 
to fuch a Degree, that they comrnnnly gave 
him the Name of cnervtfh. And indeed he 
a bounded with Zeal and Piety in the Exerci· 
fes of his Religion, being wholly intent up
on the Reading of the Aleoran, and difcover
ing as much Modefty in his Behaviour, as 
Probity in his Sentiments; all Virtues of in
trinfick Value, and fufficient for a private Man, 
but which alone cannot make a Prince a good 
Prince, much lefs a great One. 

ON the contrary, Mtrza-./JIJas had aJI the 
neceifary Qualities for a great King, He wa1 
Well :fhap'd, robuft, had a noble Air and It/I. 
clinations, delighting only in bodily Exerci~ 
fes? efpe~ial1y of the military Kind; which 

. might 
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fl;li~t be ured in the Ha"4m, wherein the 
So s of the Kings of Perfia were train'd up. 

HOUGH ev~ry Thing feem'd to plead for 
the 'Choice of this Prince to be his SucceiTor, 
Y,et Sotyman wpuld not determine himfelf in 
this Refpetl:, and only faid to the principal 
I~ unuchs that furrounded him, and who to,,:, 
wards the Clofe of his Reign, had got gleat 
F voting in his Government, and had render'd 
t~lllfd ves very powerful) that he left it to 
t m, and the other Grandees of the Kingdom, 
to onuder which of his two Sons, for whom 
he had an .equal Affection, was bdl: for their 
Purpo[e i that if they were for a MJrtiat 
King, that would always keep his Foot in 
the Stirrups, they ought to chufe Mirza-Aba!; 
but that if they wifh'd for ~ peaceable Rci~n, 
and a pacifick King, they qught to fix their, 
Eyes upon Huffein. 

THus did Schah-Sofyman, [h;pugh a Fol
lyanc! Imprudence, of which he did not fore
fee the Confequences, but which eoit his Poi: 
terity the Lofs of a Kingdom, abandon the 
Choice of his Succeifor to Perfons who were 
interefted to chooft: out of the two Princes, 
not him that was moil: capable of govern~ 
ing the State, but him that was the fit
te!l= and moft difpos'd to let them gov~rn 
111m. 

BEING abfolute Maficfc; of the Fate of 
the Kingdom, and of the Fortune of thl; two 
Princes, they did not hefitate long (lbout the 
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Choice. ~fir~a ... Abas had Inclinations too 
fublime, and a Soul too great for them.\ to, 
expect much Complaifance from him. Tqey 
were even afi·aid of him already; and by 
fomeSarcafins which indiicrcetly dropp'dfrom 
that young Prince, againft the exorbitant 
Power of the Eunuchs, they had Reafon to 
judge, that he would be for clipping their 
Wings. On the other Hand, Huffim's Grand
mother, by the Mother's Side, who ·had a 
great Party in the Haram ... and who acrt\i 
vigoroufly for her Grandfon, found no Diffl' .. 
culty to gain the Eunm.hs, by the Airuran ~le~ 
fhe gave them, even lJPOn Oalh, to m(lh him 
their Friend. 

AT the fame Time an Intcreft wa.:; fecur'd 
with the Minifrers and principal Ollicers, who 
had not only been Jl.cuHomed for moft Part, 
at leaft during the latter Years of Sob'man's 
Reign, to follow the Impre1l10ns of the Ha. 
ram... and to buckle to the Eunuchs, who 
were Lords Paramount, but had more Incli
nation for a quiet peaceahle Government, 
than for a tumultuous warlike Reign, fuch. 
as that of MiT' za-Abas could not fail to be. 

THIS Prince, though the moft defcrving of 
the Crown, was therefore excluded from it; 
and while they were proclaiming and infral,,:, 
ling his Brother, they fecur'd him, by put. 
fing him under ftricrer Confinement than he 
was fubjeCl: to before in the Haram. But 
for all the Inftances that the Eunuchs could 
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make to oblige the new King to bore out his 
EYfs, as his Predeceffors ufed to ferve their 
Br1thers, he would never permit it, but al. 
ways oppofed it, not only fiom a Sentiment 
of Humanity, but in Purfuance of an Engagt. 
ment which the two Brothers had made with 
one another. For when they were firft put. 
to reading in the Alcoran, they both f wore 
upo that Book, which is their Gofpel, that 
w ch foever of them Jhould be Kjng, fhould 
n t fuffer the Eyes of the other to be put 
Ot ; but that, OIl the contrary, he iliould 
co ent himfelf with keeping him under "'
ftron nard, and procure him the mof\: agree
able an comfortable Accommodation confif. 
tent with Imprifonment. Bu't what proves 
that a Sentiment of Humanity had as great 
a Share in this Moderation of Schah.Hu.ffein 
as theTie of an Oath, is, that he behaved with 
the fame Kindncfs to his other younger Bro
~hers, though he had made rio Engagmen~ 
with them • 
. I' MUST obferve here, as to thofe Princes 

of the Blood-Royal that are kept in the Ha
ram, that it muft not therel'ore be imagined 
that they are educated amongftWomen, or in 
Voluptuoufneis. When they are come to fe. 
ven Years of Age they are taken from the 
Care of. Women, and lodged in feparate ~ar
~ers, where even their own Mothers are not 
10 much as permitted to come to fee them 
"'~thout ejll'efs Leave from the King. Eve-

ry 
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ry one of thofe young Princes has two Maf.. 
ters, one to give them Learning, and 'he 
other to form their Manners. Thefe Jwo 
Mallers are always Eunuchs, for no other 
Man comes near them. They are IhiH up 
in Gardens, the lVaUs of \\ hich are fo high 
that they never can fee the Sun at its F, ifing 
or Setting. Inftead of being brought u}J in 
Delicacy and Idlenefs, they are kept to H'1rd 
Meat, and ftinted to bare Neceifaries, withc.\!t 
knowing any Pleafure, unlefs the King in His 
[pecial Grace is pleafed to indulge them. He w
ever, they are permitted under the Col,q-jf:of 
Diverfion, and for Bodily Exercife} at cer
tain Hours, to throw a fort of Javelin, which 
they call Girid, and which they direa againft 
a Butt, or to ilioot in the fame Manner from 
the Bow; but they are never allowed to mount 
a Horfe. 

BE SIDES the two Tutors juft now mention; 
ed, they are allowed a third, when they ,orne 
to the Age of about Fourteell:~ whofe Care 
is to form them to Piety, according to the 
Difeipline of the Aleoran; for till they have 
attain'd that Age they are deemed unclean, 
and, as fuch, though they are befides taught 
to read, they are debarred from reading the 
Aleoran, as well as from uling the Prayers or .. 
dered by the Law; becaufe, 'tis not prefumed, 
that till they come to thofe Years, they are ca-\ 
ble of giving all the neceifary Attention, nor 
of preferving all the Purity which is proper 

for 
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{OJ; fo holy an Exercifc ; and becaufe the leafi: 
w ndering of the Thought, or Indec~ncy, 
til ugh it be involun~ary, is,accor4ing to them, 
a cient Profanatlon. Nur do they ufe, 
dur g their Childhood, thofe legal Ablu
tiom which the Mahometans are obliged to 
befi their Prayers, and which are always 
the ecelfary and indifpenfib1e Preludes of all 
t ir Religious Ext:rrifCs ; nor do they begin 

practife the Ablutions enjoined by the Law 
ttll after their Circumcifion, which is as the 
S 1 of the Mahometan Religion, and which 
. ufed in Perjia before the Age of Four-
teen. t that Time the Eunuch, who ferves 
as their Moulah, that is to fay, Doctor or 
Chaplain, makes them read the Prayers five 
Times a-Day, according to the Law of Ma
homet, each of which Pr:lyels is preceded 
by the A bJutions that are required, by Means 
of which they reckon thcmfelves purified from 
all Sin and Filth. The Moulah, who in
ftruCl:s them, audibly and diftinctly pronounces 
the W'ords of the Prayer, which they are 
bound to repeat after him; but after he has 
done, they are allowed to lengthen their 
Prayers, if they have fo much Devotion. 
Many of there redufe Princes do it, who re
nouncing all Manner of Senfuality and Plea
fure, frick clofe to the Reading of the Aleoran, 
and to Prayer; and in their Retirement lead 
the Lives of Friars and Dervilhes. As to 
their Nouriihmellt, it is very frugal: Of three 

Meals 
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Meals Whldl they make in a Day, the moft con
fiderable, which is their Supper, is only Rice, 
and theil Drink is Sherbet, which ferv~ehe 
better to di~ft it. At the two other Meal, in 
which they have only Bread, Fruit, C >efe, 
fome Sweet-Meats, and Coffee, they j rink 
nothing but Water. Their Habits are asrlain 
as their Food: They put on but two 8l\1ts in 
a Year, the one at the Vernal Solftice, ~he 
other at the Autumnal; and they ale or~y 
made of a Woollen Stuff, from whence forr.e 
dcri ve Sophy, the Name of the Royal Family, 
which in the PerJian Language figni'les 
Wool. They are allow'd, indeed, ~. ~0rt of 
FUl-Lining to the Suit, whkh is given them 
for the Autumnal Solfiice; but 'tis no more 
than Lamb's Wool. They pafsthe Night in 
feparate Chambers, about which tht3 re are 
Eunuchs that always walk the RoullJ~, and 
which relieve one another in Turns to watch 
while they fleep. 

W HI-. N they are come to eighteen Years of 
Age, they are each allow'd a Woman, who is 
chofe without regard to her Birth or Condi
tion; I fay allow'd, hecaufe they cannot dif
pofe of her as they pleafe; for thofe Women 
arc fhut up in a little Haram by themfelves, 
where they are guarded by blackEunuchs, that 
don't allow the Princes the Liberty of going 
to them as often as they have a l\lind to it. 
But for fear left the Princes of the Blood' 
1hould multiply too faft, by Means of the 
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Women that are allow'd to thofe Princes) the 
Euhulhs who had Charge of the Women, 
made it their whole Care to choofe none but 
oa en ones, or thofe whonl they had the Se
cret 0 render fo, un]efs upon FaIlure of the 
Bran es of the Royal Family, the Neceffi
ty of' roviding Succdfors obliged them to do 
othe ife. Schah.Abas I. firnamed the Great, 
wh died in 1629. after a Reign offorty-four 
Y ars, and who was not only the greateft 
~mg of the Sophy Race, bUt one of the moft 
able and wifeft Monarchs that ever feigned, was 
tht~rft that eftabliilied the Cuftom of keep
in& tlhfhildren of the Kings fuut up, fo as 
to have no Communication with thofe with~ut 
DOOfS, during the Reign of their Father. He 
faid that it was not proper to expofe them too 
much to the View of the: People, who general
ly worihip the rifing Sun; and that befidcs: as 
Kings ought to be more jealous of their Crown 
than theif Wives; they ought to take no Ids 
Precaution to preferve the one than the other. 
He added, that as a Thing not known gi\TCS 

no Temptation, the Children of Kings, bred 
up in this retired Way, lived content in it, 
and wirhout Ambition, and were fo thorough .. 
ly inured to it, that fometimes they prefer .. 
red it to all the Splendor of Rtgal Grandure.' 
This was the very Cafe of Prince Mirztl~ 
8eji, one of the Sons of the dethroned King, 
who being taken out of the Haram before the 

Troubles 
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Troubles) to be put at the Head of Affairs with' 
the Title of Lieutenant-General of the King 
his Father, over all the Kingdom, had not 
enjoy'd that Place above three W eeks o~ a 
Month, but being furfeited with a Grandire, 
and aWay of Living to which he ha~not 
been ufed, he defired Leave to letire on Pre
tence of Pains in his Head, and fhut hi l[elf 
up again in theHaram, to betake to his fo ncr 
Cour[e of I-ifc. 

As the Daughters of the Kings of PerJia 
arc totally e>.cluded from all Right to the 
Crown, as well as their Children; and as in 
this Refpetl:, they are not capable of 3:ving 
Umbrage, their Fortune is much llappier 
than that of the Princes their Brothers. For, 
though they are confined under the Guard 
of the black Eunuchs, that narrowly watch 
their Condua, yet they are brought up in 
other Refpeas with much lefs Severity, and 
far more Liberty, with Regard to the Pleoi. 
fures and Amu[ements confiftent with the De
licacy of the Sex, which are not denied them. 
When they are marriageable they are match
ed to [orne of the Grandees of the Kingdom, 
to the great Mortification of the latter, who, 
in Conlequcncc of fuch Marriage, and out of 
Refpett to an Alliance of fo high a Rank, are 
obliged to content thcmfel ves with theIr Wives, 
and to abftain from the Ufe of Concubines in 
their Harams. This were tolerable, however, 
if the Children born of luch Marriages, could 

from 
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from thence -acquire any Lawful Pretenfion to 
the Crown, at leaft on Failure of Heirs Male; 
but, even in this Cafe, they would have no 
mor Claim to it than the laft Man in the 
Kin om. I thought this lligreffion on a 
Point ot much known, would not be difob. 
liging to the Reader; and now I return to my 
Subje . 

Se AH-HusSEIN, was no fooner feated on 
the I hrone, but· the Eunuchs, not fatisfied 
wit:~ having chofe a Prince of his foft Temper, 
narrow Spirit, and almoft natural Incapacity 
of feeling the Yoke under which they in
tendet!.~~ keep him, were for making fmer 
of him, t:.y infpiring him with fuch a Guft for 
Debauchery, as fhould give him an Avedion 
to Bufinefs. But they found the more Diffi
culty in it, becaufe the very firft A8:ion with 
which this Prince began his Reign, feemed to 
lay an invincible Obftac1e againft the Dcfign 
they had formed. 

HIS Head being full of thofe Notions (Jf 
Regularity, and fcvele Difciplinc, which he 
had imbibed from the Aleoran, during his Re
tirement, and in which he confirmed himfe1f 
yet more after he came to the Throne; and 
this by fuch an Attachment to the Reading 
of the faid Book, as feemed a little fhange in 
a King, and got him the Nick-Name of 
MouJah., or Parfon-Huffein, he thought hirn
under an indifpenfable Obligation to prohibit 
the Ufe of a Liquor which was forbid in the 
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Alcoran with the Utmoft Severity. There .. 
fore he iifued out an Editl abfolute1y ptohi
biting the Ufe of Wine; and not content with 
ha,ring made the Law, he was the ftrft an 
to fhew an Exam pie of putting it in E ecu
tion ; for he caufed all the Wjne~ Veffel to be 
brought out of the Cellars of his PaIac into a 
publick Square, and, there to be Hav'd in ieces. 
His Precaution, extended ftil! fartl;1~r, ah,d t() 
take away all Po~bility of tranfgrdftpg)\ her 
forbad the Armemans of the Suburb Zulfa., 
who ufed to furniili the Wine, to bring any 
more in for the future, though in neV-f!r fo 
[mall a ~antity) on the Penalty oft,lleentire 
Forfeiture of the Delinquent's Eftati. 

A s the Grandees of [he Kingdom, and the 
Court Lords, who had been accuftomed to 
drink 'Vine, which was tolerated in PerJia 
ever fince the Reign of Schah-AhaJ the 
Great, i. e. for above two hundred Years, 
were frighten'd at the Severity of this EdIcr, 
~he Eunuchs were more terrified from another 
Motive. They knew that a temperate King 
would not be always led by the Nofc; that 
he Would not fail to apply himfelf to Bufinefs 
jf he had nothing to divert him from it ; and 
that after forming himfelf to it by Degrees, 
it is impoffible but he would optll his Eyes 
at length, and fuake off the Yoke which they 
defigned to keep him under. There was nQ' 
other Method to ward, off the Blow, but by 
reftoring the Liquor which the King had pro-
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hihited, than by putting him under a fort of 
Neceffityof tafting it himfelf. They ima
gined that he could not withftand the Tern ~ 
tadon; and'that when he had once tafted of it, 
he could not do without it. The Eunuchs 
undertook it with the more Confrdence, be
caufe there was no Body a't Court but what 
wifhed well to their Defign, the King being 
the only Perfon concerned to oppofe it. The 
Difficulty Was to find out fome Byafs in order 
.tomake,the Attempt witllOut any Rifque, and 
without the King's taking Umbrage at it. The 
Eunuchs applied for this Purpofe to the King's 
Grandmother, by the Mother's Side, to whom 
he partl~ owed hi~ Crown, and for wholn he 
always had a very great Value and Tender
nefs. They brought her into their Views, 
without much Difficulty. Having ac('uil:om
ed herfelf all her Life long to the V fe of 
Wine, !he was mortified at the new Editl: ; an~ 
very glad, onihe other hand} of an Oppor ... 
tunity to do a Pleafure to thofe whom fhe 
had been obliged to for having placed her 
Grani(on upon the Throne. It was therefore 
con~erted betwetn them, that {he fhould feign 
herfelf fick ; and that when the King came to 
fee her, as he would not fail to do When he was 
informed of her IHnefs, !be fhould give him 
to underftand, that if he valued her Lifej he 
muft pc::rmit her to drink a little Wine, that 
being the onl}' Remedy, in the Opinion of 
the Phyficians; that could relieve her. The 
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Succefs anfwcred the Expectation. The 
King, alarmed at the pretended dangerous 
Condition of his Grandmother, was fa fway'd 
by Pity, that, though it was Midnight, he 
fent an Exprefs imm'ediatel y to the ./lrmcni
ans of Zutfa for fame Wine. Thefe Wine 
Merchants thinking it was a Bait laid for 
them, declared, that as they had not dared 
to keep any finee the ievere PlOhibition Jaid 
upon them by the King, they had not a Drop 
left at his Service. As they knew not where 
to have any, and as the Perfons who had 
faved any, were far from owning it, for fear 
that fuch a Piece of Complaifance, how well 
taken foever it might be at that duncture, 
might hurt them another Day, it was hint
ed to the King, that perhaps he might find 
fame at the Polt/b Envoy's, who was then 
at Court, and whofe CharaCter exempted him 
forn obferving the Law. It happened ac .. 
cordingl y, and the King pouring it out into 
a Cup, prefented it with his own Hand5 to 
his Grandmother. This Cunning Lady, who 
knew her Leffon, refufed at firft to take the 
Cup, faying, that the could not refolve with 
herfe1f to drink Wine if the King himfelf 
would not taile it firH; and when the Prince 
excufed himfdf from the Precept ()f the AI
eo ran, fhe very readily told him, that the 
Charatl:er with which he was vefted, put him 
above all Manner of Laws; for 'tis a Maxim 
among the 'Perjialts ~ That /(illgs are ju6jeit 
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JfJ I/O Law J and that whatever they do; thtJ 
commit no Sift.. She then put him in Mind 
that all his Anceftors and Prcdece:lfors, fince 
the Great Schah-.A6aJ had not only drank 
Wine, but alfo permItted the Ufe of it to all 
their Courtiers; and really, continued ihe, how 
could they pollibly, without fuch a Support, 
have born the whole: Weight of the Affairs 
of fo vail: an Empire? And how could he 

nimfelfbear up under the Fatigues and Dif .. 
quietudes of Government, if he, did not dul. 
cify , the Bitternefs of it by the Ufe of that 
dear generous Liquor? She added, that for 
her Part, £he was very fenfible nothing but Wine 
could pI~long hel Days; but that, were it to 
fave her Life, fhe would never make Ufe 
of it, if he himfelf was not the firil: to fet 
her an Example. The King could not frand 
againft fo preffing a Solicitation, and drank 
a large Cup of it, which infpired him with a 
certain Brisknefs that he had no Notion of 
before; and he took fuch a Fancy -to it af. 
terwards, that he abandoned himfelf entirely 
to it, infomuch that it was rare to find him 
faber, and capable of attending to the rninu
teft Affair of Government. 'Tis true, in. 
deed, that, after his Pilgrimage to MeJzot, 
which we fhall have Occafion to mention 
herefter, a Pilgrimage which .he undertook 
by Way of Devotion, to vi fit' the Tombs of 
fome famous Saints of his SeCt, he, did not 
drink Wine to that Excefs as before: But this 
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Amendment came too late, a~ he was nodi
that Time fo beiotted by the Exceffes he had \ 
been guilty of in that Way, and fo buried 
in the Pleafures of his Haram, that he would 
not by any Means hear the Mention of Bu
fineis, but left it all to the Difcretion of his 
Minifiers and Eunuchs, who governed the 
Kingdom Juft as they pleafed, and took the 
greater Licence, becaufe they were very 
fenfihle they had nothing to fear from a 
Prince who was fo weak as to refer the very 
Petitions he received, to them, without fo 
much as reading them. 'fhus did the Eu
nuchs, afrer having di1pofed of the Throne as 
they liked, put themfelves aIfo in ~ Condi
tion to difpofe likewife of all the Prerogatives 
of the Prince whom they had placed on it 1 
and who conducting himfelf juft according to 
their Impreffions, not fo much in Al.know
ledgment of the Obligation he had to them, 
as from an A verllon to Care and BUllnefs, be
came UpOfl. the Throne itfelf, no more than 
a Cypher, or the Freeman of his Slaves. Now 
becaufe this exorbitant Power of the Eunuchs 
has been one of the principal Caufes of the 
Ruin of the Kingdom, 'tis proper to go back 
to the Origin of that Credit and Power, which 
being puihed to the utmoft Extremity in the 
Reign of 8chah-Httffein, produced that ama-
1.ing Revolution which is the Subject of this 
Hiftory. 
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THE Eunuchs under the preceding Kings' 

and' efpeciall y fince Schah-AIMs the Great, 
were at ways ibut up in the Haram withouf 
having any Thing to do with the Govern
ment, and only confined to the Occupations 
within their Sphere, as Perfons fet apart to 
guard the Prince's Bed, and not his Throne, 
The only confiderable Office to which they 
were admitted, WlS that of keeping the King's 
Treafures,\and the Management of the Fi
nances; for which they fcem'd more proper 
than others, becaufe, as they had no Kindred 
nor Heirs, to whom they could leave their 
Wealth, they were under the lefs Temptation 
of enriclling themfel yes at the Expence of the 
King and the Publick. For heretofore they 
were'all Foreigners, and taken out of Coun
tries the fartheft diftant from Pefjia, as from 
the fartheft Arahia, feveral Parts of the IndieJ', 
Great Tartary, AhyjJinia, and China j and 
it was an old State Maxim to admit no Eu
nuch that was a Perjian. Th~ Reafon of 
this Policy, was to the End that being fequef.. 
ter'd from their FamIlies, which the Genera
lity of them knew nothing of, and depending 
up<!Jn no Body, they might be .he more at
tach'd to the Perfon of the King, and have 
lefs Caufe , and fewer Opponunities to di. 
vulge Abroad what was fecretly tranfaded in 
lhe Haram. It appeared, however, that in 
the later Times, and in the Reign even of 
$thah.'so{ymllll, Father and Predeceffor to the 
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K.ing lately dethroned, they began to make 
a Breach into that wife Cuftom of admitting 
no Eunm:h that was a Perjian: Of this we 
nave a very evident Proof in the Voyages of 
Tavernier, Lib. v. Cap. 22. who tells us, 
that he who commanded in the Fortrefs of 
Lar, when he paiTed through that City in 
,166,. was a Perfian that had obtained the 
Government by the Favour of his Brother, 
who was .Jleter,* that is to fay, jirft Valet 
de Chambrc to the King; a Poit which, as 
he obferves himfelf elfcwhere, is always con
ferr'd upon a white Eunuch, and which is 
the prettier Employme.nt, becaufc he that has 
it is al ways ne.u the King's l)erfon, rnd fol
lows him wherevcr he goes; fo that the Meter, 
fays, M. Tavernier, is looked upon as one 
of the firft and molt confiderable Officers of 
the Court. He adds ::liierwards, that this Go. 
vernor of thc Ferrrefs of Lar, feeing his 
Brother advanced in Years, and having four 
Sons, thought fit to have the youngeft cat:' 
trated, that he might have his Uncle's Poft, 
but that the Operation being ill performed, 
the Child died at the End of three or four 
Days) to the great Sorrow of the Father, who 
was quite athamcd and confounded. 

WHAT 

* Ta't'Cfmcr is lIot confiflent '1l'lth hlmftlf liS to the N atur, of thil 
P/Ii"; for he millm tim Mcter /4lJlttitntJ the Chief Valet J, Chllm. 
trt, at other Times Grana Mllfler of th, W,mlroDe, IInti [ometll"el 
,irjJ Gentleman of the Bed·Chamlur. Sir John Chard in rn hiS .A.~. 
wmu "fllN C~mJlJII(JT1 oj SolyfQQQ mMes bUlJ Grt~ CbIlfl)6frJII~rI. 
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WHAT M.Tavernter fays relating to the 

Shame and Confufion of the Governor of Lar 
upon this Occafion, is a plain Proof of the 
Contempt they had in PerJia for fuch of 
their Countrymen as ddhonourcd themfel ves 
by fo unworthy a Debafement of Manhood; 
and this makes it probable that their Num
ber was not great. Confequently the Bulk of 
the Eunuchs confifted only of Foreigners, who 
were purchafed at a good Price when Chiidrcn, 
the common Pay for fuch being fifty Tomans 
a Head, which is about three thoufand Livres. 
Being carried from their Childhood into the 
Haram, there they were brought up with all 
the Car~ and Delicacy pollible, in order to 
render them the more in love with the King's 
Service, to whofe Goodnefs they were obli
ged for all the Sweets of Life which they 
cnjoy'd there. But the Pleafure they found 
within the Haram did not free them from 
Contempt when they went Abroad, where 
they always rode upon Mules or Affes, or elfe 
walked a-foot, not being al10wed the Ufe of 
Horfes. As often as they appeared in Pub
lick, they were fure to be hooted at by the 
Populace, which was not difpleafing to the 
Kings, who permitted it very willingly, from 
a Notion they had, that the Contempt and 
Averfion which the Publick exprelfed for 
thofe Wretches, would be one Reafon why 
they ought to be the more devoted to their 
}lrinces, from whom they receive nought but 
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good Uf1ige and Favours. But Things had 
quite another AfpeCl: in the Reign of Schah
Huj{ein, during which thofe very People 
that were before the ObjeCl: of the Scorn and 
Ridicule of all that paffed by, neve.f went 
Abroad without the moft fplelldid Equipage, 
:and with a Train and Retinue that taught 
the People to pay RefpeCl: to thore whom they 
had been ufed to defpife. Inftead of being 
afhamed of their Condition then, ~hey valu'd 
themfelves upon it, and carried the Jeft fo 
far upon this Head, as to caufe an EdiCi: to 
be publiihed in the King's Name, forbidding 
the making of Capons; which fbew'd as if 
thofe Half-Men were uneafy to fee J'. fort of 
fpecifick Chalacter, whi~h they pretended 
was an Honour to their Perfons, proftituted to 
brute Creatures. 

TOWARDS the Clofe of Schah-Sofyman's 
Reign they began to open aWay to that fur
prizing Credit which they attained to under 
his Succeffor. This Monarch who had hither
to always ke'pt them on the antient Footing, 
fell, unhappily for him and his Pofterity, into 
that State of Infirmity and Decay, wherein 
they who command the reft of Mankind are 
at the Mercy of their Officers and Domefticks, 
and at the Difcretion of their Phyficians and 
Valets de Chambre. As they have more 
Reafons to . be fond of Life than tlte moft 
happy of theIr Subjects, and, as by the Care 
~hat iii taken to keep at a Diftance every 
. ':fhin~ 
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Thing that may gi ve them the leaH Trouble, 
they are not fa much ufed to fuffering as 
others, all Services which tend either to 
divert the Danger, or to dimini1h the pre
fent Affliction, rife in Value in pro,P9rtion 
to the Senfe of what they fuffer, and to their 
Abhorrence of Death. In Situations of thUi 
Kind, a flight Service done to their Perfons 
affects them much more than great Service 
performed to the State, and all the Merit of 
the moil important Victory is nothing in their 
Eftimation to the Merit of giving a little Eafe 
in the Extremity of Pain. 

SUCH was the Condition Schah-Sotyman 
was redt;1;ed to by a very'painful Gout, which 
confined him to his Bed two whole Years, 
during which, being 1hut up within the Walls 
of his Haram, where none but Eunuchs came 
near his Perfon, they were familiar to him, and 
he looked UpOll their Attendan(.e on his Perfon 
'With another Eye to what he dirt before: 
Their Care, their Uneafinefs, their Readinei; 
in the minuteit Services, feemed to him to be 
of quite another Value than he ufed to put 
upon them. He found they had Knowledge, 
Learning, and Sentiments which he had not 
yet perceived : He gave Ear to theif Councils 
with Delight: His Efteem for them increafed 
every Day; and as the Interefts of his King
dom were not more at his Heart, than thofe of 
his Health and Life, he thought he could not 
~o better than to truft the former with Per-
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fons, to whom he had fo happily trufted the 
latter, The Diftance of his Minifters Who 
remain'd without, and with whom he could 
have fcarce any Communication, fcemed to 
put him under the Necefficyof dealing thus, 
and of granting, as he did, the general Super
intendency of the Government of the King
dom, over the Heads of all the Miniftels and 
great Officers, to an Eunuch in whom he had 
plac'd an extraordinary Confidence. 

'TIS true, chat his more than ordinary Merit, 
being a Man of a great Genius and uncommon 
Capacity, feem'd, as it were before-hand to 
juftify the Ki!1g'S Choice; but the Event of 
Things juftified it yet more: FoX" Chagia-
7Jrak, which was the Eunuch's Name, ma
nag'd Affairs fo wifely, provirling for every 
Thing, preventing Difcontcnts, pacifying 
Commotions in thelf Birth, and imprciling 
Fear and Refpett on the boldeft, by propa
gatillg feafonablc Reports, as to the Recovery 
of the King's Ht.alth, that the Kingdom loit 
nothing by that Prince's IlIdctiun during his 
Illner,. Till.::. he found himiClf, as foon as his 
H-ealth was reflCJr'd; and 'tW.l::' this that in
duct.d him to form Gut of the chief of his 
Eunuchs, whom he join'd in Commiffion 
with Him that had ferv'd him fo well du
ring his lllncfs, a particular Council, which 
he render'd fuperior to all the Minifters. 
He fiatter'd himfelf, he had a double Advan
tage in this new Eftablilhment; for 011 the 
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one hand he thereby diverted upon the Eu
nud\s the Odium of what might fometimes ap
p~ar har1'h in the Government; and OIl the 
other hand, as Employments of fuch Impor
tance gave the Eunuchs an Opportunity to 
acquire great Riches, the King found his Ac
compt in it, becaufe all their Mates coming 
to him by Right after their Death, the Trea
fure they gather'd muft be his. 

SCHAR-HusSEIN, who when he fuccccd
ed Schah-So!Jman his Father, found Things 
fetded on this Foot, was far from diminifhing 
the Prerogatives or Authority of the Perfons 
that had lately plac'd him on the Throne, and 
of who{e. Affiftance, even though lIe had not 
lain under an Obligation to them of that Im
portance, his natural Incapacity and Genius 
accuftom-'d to Subjection, would have oblig'd 
him to make ufe for fupporting a Crown, the 
Weight of which was too heavy for him. 

THUS therefore did the Eunuchs become 
under Schah-Huj[ein, the Arbiter3 of Af. 
fairs, the Difpenfers of Employments and 
Favours, and abfolute Mafters of the Govern
ment, affuming to themfelves the Authority 
of all Offices, which were little more than 
empty Tides in the Hands of thofe that held 
'em; for though Affairs pafs'd as formerly, 
through the Hands of thefe Titulars, they 
did not dare to decide any Thing of Impor
tance, without taking Ordt.Ts from thofe chief 
Maners, wlw compos'd a fovereign Senat.e, 

Hl 



( 84 ) 
In which every Thing was drawn up over 
Night that was to be laid next Day before 
the King's Council. The .Athemat-'Doul:et~ 
i. e. Prime Minifier, was no more exempt 
from this Servitude than the other Minifters 
or Officers of inferior Note. The only Per
fon that wanted to be free from it, and to 
ihake off the Yoke of fa fliameful a Depen
dance, far'd the worfe for it, and though none 
could reproach him, fell under the moft cruel 
Difgrace, as will be 1hewn in due Time; Not 
but that the common and lefs important Af ... 
fairs ran in the ufual Channel, and always re. 
main'd at his Difpofal; but as to grand Affairs, 
fuch as making Peace or War, Tre.aties with 
foreign Powers, and the Nomination of the 
Viceroyfhips or Governments of Provinces 
and leiTer Towns, as well as of all Subaltern 
Offices; all this was referv'd to the Sovereign 
Senate of the Eunuchs, who while the King 
was buried in the Delights of his Haram, and 
not 10 much taken up with the Government 
of his Dominions as the leaft of his Subjects, 
difpofed of the chief Places of his Kingdom, 
and of the Fortunes of all the Grandees as 
they pleafed, in his Name. Neither the Merit 
nor Services of the Candidates were con
fider'd in the Diftribution of Offices, to 
which there was no Accefs, but by the Inte .. 
reft and Favour of thofe to whom the King 
had left the arbitrary Difpofal. Thofe W ret .. 
thes, more covetous, though they had no Heirs 
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to leave their Treafures to, than fuch general~ 
1y ate who have numerous Families, fold 
their ProteCtion for Gold, and drove a pub
lick Trade, as it were, in Governments and 
Employments. Offices were difpofed of, not 
to the moft deferving, but to the higheft Bid .. 
der. This Diforder, very pernicious in it felf, 
proved yet worfe in its Confequences: In the 
firft Place, becaufe it ftifled all Emulation, 
and made People indifferent in acquiring the 
neceifary Knowledge and ~alifications, no 
Body giving themie1ves the Trouble to ob
tain or cultivate Talents, which they faw were 
of no Service. Secondly, becaufe fuch as at
tain'd to Offices by this Method, having drdn'd 
their Pockets to purchafe them, were no foon
er in Place, but they praCl:ifed all Manner of 
Extortion, and made a Penny of every Thing, 
not only to reimburfe themfelves the Sums it 
coft them to obtain their Employments, but 
alfo that they might be in a Condition to fup
port their Characters. 

IN {hort, the infatiable Avarice of the Eu
nuchs that govern'd in the Name of Schab
Hujfoin, pufh'd their Oppreffions to fuch Ex
cds, that the like had not been known under 
any of his Predeceifors; and it was fome fort 
of Excufe for the moft criminal Extortions of 
thofe that govern'd in the Provinces. As 
thus; 

'TWAS a very confrant Cllfiom in Perjitt 
in the Difpofal of Governments, to be1to~ 
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them for Life; and fcarce any were difp~c'd~ 
unlefS they had given Occafion by too :B.a
grant Acts oflnjuftice, or unlefs it was to pro
mote them to more confiderable Stations; fo 
that if they had been oblig'd to advance any, 
Sums for their Places, as 'twas ten to one but 
they had, though their Expences wer-e much 
more moderate than in the Reign of Schah. 
H-ztjftin, yet they had not the other Ex
aaions to fear from the Court afterwards, 
fave only when the King fent them the Ca
laate, the Name they give to the rich Veil: 
with which the King prefented the Gover ... 
nors of Towns or Provinces, as a Mark of 
his Satisfaction with their pafi Adminiftration, 
and as a Title which confirm'd them again in 
their Poft. To carry this Veft, fome Offi
cer of the Court was generally chofe, whom, 
the King or his Minifters had a Mind to gra-:.. . 
tify; for they were oblig'd, not only to de
fray the Expences of his Journey, and during 
his Stay, but .lIfo to make him a confiderable 
Prefcnt, which' was alfo tax'd fometimes at 
the King's Pleafure. But as under the Pre
decdfors of Schah-Huffetn the CalaMe was 
fent but once a y car, and generally at the 
Beginning of the Year, which in PerJia takes 
Date at the Vern:11 Equinox, thefe Expen. 
ees were looked upon as Part of the ordinary 
Charge annexed to the Office, and could 
not ferve the Governor as a Pretence to op
prefs the People under his J urifdiaion. But 
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it w~s not founder Schah-Huffei1l; th~ Prefenc 
that was made but once a Y ear under h1s Prede
c~ffors being made almoft every Month during 
h~sReign, and thofe Cataates, or Royal Vefts, 
were fent fo often, that there were'Governors 
who boafted they had as many for Change, 
as they had Shirts. Neverthele1s they did 
not complain againft it; for they found their 
Account in it, he-caufe by favour of thoie ex
traordinary Preft:nts, and under Colour of the 
Gratuity which they were oblig'd to make to 
the Officer that brought them, they raifed ten 
Times as much upon the Peo~le. The Eu
nuchs on their Part found thelf Advantage in 
it; for befides that it gave them an Opportu
nity to gratify their Creatures, without any 
Expenee to themfel ves, by procuring them 
fo lucrative a Commiffion as the carrying of 
the Calante to the Governors, the latter un
nerfiood theil own InrereH better than to let 
thofe Meifengt:rs return to Court without 
loading them with rich PrefenlB for. their 
Mafters, the whole at the Expenee of the: 
poor People, who were more and more drain'd 
by Jobs of that kind fo frequently repeated, 
and were frill farther exhaufied by the Alte
rations of Governors, whieh for Reafons that 
fhall be mentioned hereafter, became very 
frequent under the Reign of Schah-Huf
]em. 

THIS may eafily be imagin'd, if it be con
flder'd "hat the Power of thofe ' Governors 
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was in the Provinces where they commanded, 
and where they were deem'd as 10 many\S~ 
vereigns: For no fooner did the Advice come 
of the Nomination;of a new GoV"ernor, but the 
chief Men of the Province met in a Body,and be. 
gan by regulating the Sum which was certainly 
to be raifed forthwith, either for the Charge of 
the Governor's Reception,'Which they took care 
to make with fuch Magnificence as fhould 
pleafe him, or for the Prefents which they 
were ohlig"d to make over and above, by the 
Value of which he rated the Efteem and Re .. 
gard they had for his Perfon. For this Pur
pofe they fixed a Sum of three or four thou"' 
fand Tomans to be raifed, in equal Propor
tions, by the private Men of the Province; 
and as they who fetded the Sum were the ve
ry Men charg"d with the Affelfment, they 
were fo cunning that they found Means to 
gain fix Times as much by it. Thi& was the 
Method they took in all the extraordinary 
Contributions which they laid upon the Peo
ple. 

How burthenfome foever this Reception of 
new Governors was to the Province, and to 
private People, it was tolerable however when 
It happen'd but feldom; and this perhaps is 
one of the Reafons that had induced the Pre .. 
deceffors of Schah-Huffein to give Govern ... 
ments for Life, and not to change them with:
out great Reafons, the rather bec~ufe thofo 
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Alterations could not be made without taking 
vaft Sums of Money from the Province. 

To llnderftand this, you muft know that 
in Perjia, though none but the King has a 
Right to coin Silver Muncy, the Governors 
of the ~rovince have ~ Ri~ht to coin Coprer : 
And thIs Money, which IS fixed at a certain 
value in their Province while they command 
there, finks one Half in the Value when 
they are difplact'd, and never goes for any 
more in the other Provinces; fo that a Piece 
of Copper which is worth Ten Pence in the 
Province where tbe Governor commands with 
whofe Stamp it was coin'd, is worth :but Five 
Pence in all the other Provinces of the King
dom; and filffers the f:lme A batement in his 
own too, the Moment he gives Place to his 
Succdfor. By this Means, a Man who goes 
to Bed at Night with 3. Ten-penny Piece in 
his Bn-eches, finds but Five Pence there in the 
Morning, if the GOVLfnor was chang'd in the 
Night. And it was hardly pol1ible but thefe 
Alterations muft often happen under a Prince 
fo weak as Schah . Huifoilt, led too by People 
who, at the fame Time that they governed 
him, could not agree with one another. 

THOSE who have read the Accounts of 
Perjia know, that there, as well as in Turky, 
the Princes make ufe of two Sorts of Eunuchs. 
fome bla<;k and others white; that the firft 
are for the Guards of the Women in the In
ner-Haram,where they are kept 1hut up; and 
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the others tf) attend the King, Olf for ~he 
GU31d of the Plinres of rhe Royal Blood, in 
a partieu lar Haram feparatc fronl that of the 
Women. 

THE Council of the Eupuchs, which Schah
Httf!etn had form'd, after the Example of his 
Predecdfor, and to whom he had left a grea
ter Share of Empire and Authority than they, 
had in the pleccdmg Reign, eonfifted of the 
Chief ofthde two forts of Eunuchs, who ha
ving equally contributed to place Schab-Htt.f
flin upon the Throne, equally fhared in his 
Acknowledgment. No wonder that the Eu
nuchs of theft: two Sorts did not agree: The 
very Difference of their Complexions was 
enough to found a natural Antipathy be
tween the two Patties; and the ]taloufy of 
Favour and Authority which each Party 
ftrovc to gain over the orher, was a vaft Ad
ditic,n to it. But what rendered it mNe inw
lablc is, that is was founded upon a Spirit 
of Faction which the Kings of Pe1fia~ from 
~chab-Abas the Great, who firft introduced 
this Maxim in Government, thought it was 
Policy to keep up, not only between the Bu
n lIehs and the Grandees of the Court, but al-
fo among all their Subjects. . 

TH IS Prince who afcended the Throne in 
h 58 S· and who is looked UpOI1 In Perjia as 
the Reftorer of the Monarchy, had left to his 
~uccdrors, among the moft important Secrets 
for the Maintenance of their Authority) that 
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dan,gerolls Maxim, 'Divide f§ Impera. As 
the Crown had not been long in his Family, 
and 'as he was but the Great Great.Grandfon 
of Schah-Ifmael, the firft of the Sophies that 
had ~furp'd it .from the antient Kings, he was 
even more up9n his Guard againft his Subjects 
than a"gainft his Neighbours. In order to 
make fure of the one by the Antipathy of the 
other, he took Care to introduce into all the 
6ities of this Kingdom, foreign Colonies of 
fuch Nations as werc the leaf! likely of ma
king Alliances, and whofe Genius, Charac
ter, Humor, Cufioms, Manntrs, :lnd Lan
guage too, were moft oppofite and incompa
tible. Out of all thefe different Nations af:' 
fembled in the fame Towns, and obliged to 
li ve under the fame La ws, he found Means, 
by [owing Di vifion among them, to form in 
each Town two FaCl:ions 100ppollte, and fo 
much Enemies one to the" othc.c, that People 
of different States, in Arms againft one ano
ther, do not pufh their A verfion and Enmity 
farther. 

THESE two Fa8:ions, one of which was 
called Pelenk, and the other Felettk, and which 
were difl:inguiihed from one another by the 
particular Colour that each chofe for the Neck
Bands of their Shirts, wcre equally diftributed 
in every Town, where they formed, as it were, 
two ditferent Nations, that had no Relation 
with one another; the one Party not being 
able ocontraet Marriage, or cyen to tat with 
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the other. Each of thefe FaCl:ions had their 
Eftates feparate, andfo inalienable, that what .. 
ever happened, the Haufe.) and Lands ap
pertaining to either of the two Parties, 
could not devolve to the other. It was 
efpecially at the Celebration of the famous 
Feaft of Hoeen, and Huifrin, ../lli's Son-in
Law, that the Enmity of the two Parties 
broke out in a more remarkable manner, by 
means of the Permiffion that was then given 
them to Fight. Though they did it without 
Arms, becaufe they were not fuffered to make 
nfc of an y Thing eife but Stones and Sticks, 
it was with fo much Fury and Blood-fhed, 
that the King \Vas often obliged to employ his 
Guards to feparate them with drawn Swords: 
And hard was it to accomplifh it, even with a 
Method fo effetl:ual, infomuch that at IfPa
han in 171"1-. they were under a Neceffity, be
fore they could feparate the Combatants, to 
put above Three hundred to the Sword on the 
Spot. 'Tis true that the Spirit of Superfti
tion contributed not a little to keep up and 
aggravate the Animolity of the two Parties; 
for they who happen'd to fall in Battles of 
this Nature, were looked upon as Martyrs. 
Inftead of pitying them they were envy'd, 
and People were very fcrupulous of having 
fa much as a Thought of revenging a Death, 
which proved to them in the Nature of an 
Apothcofis. When the Battle was over, each 
FarHon carefully took up the Bodies of their 
Jefpd,live Party, which had the Happinefs, 
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according to them, to fall a Sacrifice to fo 
holy a Solemnity; and they were buried with 
all the Pomp and Veneration that feemed due 
to Perfons that were looked upon as the Friends 
and Favourites of the great Prophet Ali. 

THIS malTacring Feaft of HuJ[ein waS ce
lebrated with the fame Pomp, and the fame 
Diforders in all the Towns of Perjia. The 
Governors prefide at them, fiIrrounded with 
their Guards, which they ,alfo employ'd to 
feparate the Combatants,when their proceeding 
to Blows forced them to it. Notwithftanding 
the Confuuon and Trouble which filch a fort 
of civil War muft occafion, the Houfes on both 
Sides were fecured irom Plunder; and if it 
happened that anyone was broke open, thofe 
of the oppofite Party were fined in great Sums, 
to make good the Damages, t!)c. 

SCHAH-ABAS the Great who had eftablifh
cd thofe Cuftoms, was fenfible that there 
was nothing more proper to k~ep up in every 
City the Animofity of the two FaCtions into 
which it was divided; and upon whofe An
tipath y he founded the Security of theThrone 
more than upon any Thing elfe ; and it muft 
be confetfed that, how firangt' foever his Poli
cy appeared in this Refpett, it always had the 
Effect he propored, which was to hinder any 
Town from riung unanimouf1y in Rebellion 
againfithePrinc<".Thingswerefo managed, that 
the two Fa8:ions in each Town were as ftrong 
one as the other, and equally incenfed with 

Hi one 



( 94) 
-one anotbcr. Their Children fuck'd with their 
very Milk an A verfion, or ra.ther an Abhorrence 
for every Thing that belor:ged to the contra
ry Party. The continual and determinate Re
folution to avoid all Manner of Dealings with 
one another, and every Shadow of Relation 
and Affinity that might tend in the lcaft to 
bring them acquainted, only ferved to foment 
that Horror, and to fortify it by a Habit. A 
mutual Diffidence kept each Party to their 
Duty, and neither of the two dared to fiir 
for fear of giving Advantage to the other, 
which, when iupported by the Forces and Au
thority of the Govemment, could not fail of 
gaining the Afcendant. 

TH IS Wall of Separation erected by Schah~ 
'Aba! in aU Parts of the Kingdom, and care
fully kept up by the Skill and Vigilance of 
the Governors, had more Force and Virtue 
towards maint.lining the Peace of the CIties and 
Provinces, than the moft numerous Garrifons 
could have had, fo that from theTimc of Schah
Abas, to the Troubles of the latter Times, 
there was not one Town that difcovered fo 
much as a Thought of 'revolting ; and if the 
Llme Policy had been obferved at Ca1tdahar, 
:i:> in the other Governments of the Kingdom, 
'tis not to be doubted but it would have re
moved all Pretence fDr that Rebel1ipn which 
was the Caufe of the late Revolution. 

WHEN Schah • .A6as the Great took that 
City, his firft Care was to cftabliih two dif.; 
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(erent Factions in it, and to keep them up 
by the fame Methods which he made ufe of 
in the other Towns of his Monarchy. But 
the City; being retaken by the Mogul, under 
the Reign of Schah-Seji, Grandfon and Suc
celfor to Schab-Abas, the Cuitoms which the 
latter had eftabli:lhed there, vanifhed by De
grees, and were abolifhed by Non-uia~e : 
And though Schah.Abas II. Son and Sucee1:' 
for to Schah-Seji, reconquered it afterwards, 
yet either from a 10rt of Regard for a Fron~ 
-tier Town, which they had a Mind to (pare, 
or from the Indolence of the Miniftcrs, they 
neg leCted to revive the fame Seeds of Difcord, 
and the fame Practices which Scbah-Abas Il. 
had eftablifhed there when he conquered it ; 
a Negligence which it was not forci~en) 
would have been attended with Confcqllencc~ 
fo fatal, and which, as was afierwards proved, 
cuft the Race of the So/hies the Lofs of the 
Throne. 

THE fomenting of thefe Civil Difcords was 
one of that kind of Engines which rcquirt' 
skilful Hands to manage them, and which 
cauie as much Diforder when they come to 
fali in Pieces, and to be entlngled by the Fol
I y or Lu ke-warmnefs of thofe who have tbe 
Direction of them, as they do Good in a Scate 
when they are well cond'JCtcd, and theirSpring,s 
kept in good Repair. This was the very Cafe 
in the Reign of SclJalJ-Hlt/fem, during which 
(hofe domeftick Animalities b,.;twecn the In-
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habita,nts of one and the fame Town, bcing 
no longer moderated by an Authority ihong 
enough to keep them wi:hill due Bounds, 
quickly broke out into open Wars. The two 
Parties did not attack one another now with 
Stones and Clubs, but with martial Arms; 
and, upon fome Occafions, 1"htt<':fS were pu!h
ed fo far, that after a great deal of Blood fpilt, 
they were obliged to fend tor Troops on Pur
pofe from the Neighbouring Provinces, in or
der to force the Combatants on both Sides to 
part, and to reftore PCJCC. Thefe Outrages 
were the more frequent, bccaui~ the Gover
nors of the Towns, who found rh,;:ir Account 
in it, contributed to them; aIld, after ha ving 
feeredy kindled the Flame b) MeaDs of their 
Emiffaries, who fet them together by the Ears, 
~hey made a Handle of it to conde'l1U each 
Party to a great Fine, which they put in their 
own Pockets. 

THE fame Spirit of Difcord and Antipathy 
raged in the Country, as in the City; and'tis 
certain, indeed, that when fuch Divifions arc 
well managed, a Prince is fine to find in one 
Half of his Subjects a goo~ Safeguard againft 
the Enterprizes of the other. But, on the 
other hand, when thi., Policy is, carried too 
far, it deprives him of the Service of thofe 
Forces which would undoubtedly be a gleat 
Affiftance to him, if their mutUJ! Animofity 
did not hinder their acting in Concert. Schah
f/uJTei1$ fadly expenenced this during the 
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f3iege of IJjvlhan: Sr.>mc J~cagues from that 
City there w,ere two very brave Nations, who 
lived under Tents, after the Manner of the 
Tartars, viz. the Lorians, and the Bachti
Jarians. Each of them was able to raifc an 
Army of 20000 Men, one of which was ilif
ficient to force the Rebels to raife the Siege. 
But becaufe each Army was divided into two 
Factions, like the reft of the Kingdom, and 
hecaufe each of thofe Factions was for de
priving the other of the Honour that might 
accrue to it of having delivered the Capital, 
they could ne\' er agree to make W dr together; 
fo that this Army, which, if they had been 
united and acted in Concert, would have in
fallibly defeated the Rebels, and faved the 
King and the Capital, was defeated itfelf, 
and put to flight, becaufe they were divided 
into two Bodies, which acring feparatclyand 
independently on each other, were too weak 
a-pal t to make Head againft an Enemy equal 
in Valour, and much fuperior in Numher. 

SUCH, therefore, was the Conftitution of 
the Government in PerJia, which was only 
fupportcd by an exaCt Equilt6rtum between 
the Parties. The Spirit of Divifion was there
in fo generally propagated, that there was 
not a fingle Man but was of one or other 
Faction. From hence 'tis eafy to imagine 
what Havock it made at the Court, that is 
wfay, in a Country where the Spirit of Fac
tion was always kept up, when il was banifhed 
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from the ren: of the W orId. Indeed it- diet 
not break out there, as it did among the Com
mon People, in Infults, Q,garrels, and Scuf ... 
fles; but Attacks are not the lefs vigorous 
and dangerous for being filent and crafty. 
There were always two Fa8:ions at Court in 
the Reigns of Scbah-HuJ!ei1t's Predeceifors, as 
well as in his Time; but the Diforders they 
occafioned were not the fame by much, as they 
were at the Court of Schah-Huffeill. As thofe 
Princes governed by themfelves; and as they 
knew how to ftrikc a Terror, their Authori
ty kept both !Parties in Awe; and if any 
Storm was formed to the Umbrage of the 
Throne, a Regard for tbe Sovereign quickly 
difperfed it. But it was not fa in the Reign 
of Schah-Hujfein, who was a Prince formed 
rather for Obedience than Command, too 
fimple to difcover the Artifices of thofe who 
were about him, and too weak to defend 
himielf againfl: them, if he had known their 
Defigns. The Eunuchs, whofe Authority, 
though it was great fa earl y as the latter Times 
of his Predeceffor Schah-Solyman~ was always 
checked by the Fear of difpleafing a King, 
who in the Choice of his Minifters, defigned 
they fuould be no more than Minifters, were 
not under the fame Reftraint in the Reign of 
Schah-Huj[etn his Son and Succeifor: And 
being invefted with a Power which made them 
like fo many Kings, they could have defired 
nothing more, if they could but have agreed td .. 

g~ther . 



(99 ) 
gether. But it was a Thing impoffible COR.:;

fide ring the inveterate Antipathy which there 
was between the White Eunuchs and the Black 
ones, and which·the Kings of Perfia all along 
made it a Maxim in Politicks to keep up and 
foment. Schah-HuJ[ein not able to keep a 
Balance between the two Parties, to w hom he 
had equal Obligation, and to whom he was 
under equal Su~ieaion) gave Ear by Turns 
to both, and each in Turn was oblig'd to fub. 
mit, from wh~nce arofe thofe frequent Alte
rations which Were made in the Governments, 
in the Command of the Armies, and in the 
principal and ~10it important Places of the 
Kingdom. 

TH E Eunucrs of the two Complexions 
agreed only in ope Thing, which was to have 
the Management of all Affairs, cxclufivc of 
aU other Perfons. But beyond this, each of 
thcie Calls had thelf feparate Views and par
ticular Creatures, which each Party endca
vour'd to advance, as well to make a Shew of 
their Credit) as to ftlpport their Fortune. 
And as there was no Preferment to be got, 
hut through the Canal of thofe Almighty 
Minifters and Difpcnfers of ~U Favours, there 
was a N eceffity of adhering to 'either the White 
or Black Eunuchs, of whofe two FaCtions, 
by neceIrary Confequence, the whole Court 
confifted. When either of the two Parties 
llad proc.ur'd a Government for one of their 
~reatures, the contrary Party prefently fec 
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all Engines at Work to remove him, and to 
put onc of theirs in his Place; and it being 
al ways more eafy to do Hurt than Good, efpe
cially under a weak Prince, the End was ob. 
tain'd with little or no Difficulty. But the 
new Subftitute was no foonrr in Place, than he 
was expos'd to the fame Snocks, and imme. 
diately demolifh'd, Confequently every Go
vernor who judged what might come to pafs 
from what had happen'd, and who by the 
fpeedy Removal of hi:. Prcdecdfor, was war
ned that his own was at hand, left no Time, 
but haftcn'd to fill his Purfe, tbat he might 
have wherewithal to purchafe a new Place, 
or to defend himfelf againft any Profccution 
he had to apprehend for his Oppreffions, the 
whole at the Expence of the poor People, 
who were fleeced in all RefpeEts by thofe too 
frequent Alterations, as has been already ob
ferv'd. 

THE fame Thing was done, but with much 
greater Prejudice to the State, with R(fpecr 
to the Command of the Armies: A General 
fway'd by either of the two Factions, was no 
fooner fet out upon any Expedition, but the 
other did aU they could to render it abOltivc; 
the Troops were never in the Condition they· 
1hould be, neither for Number nor ()~ality, or 
elfe they did not arrive [oon enough in the 
Field: Ammunition or Provifions were al. 
ways wanting, infornuch that an Army, which 
~as already half ruin'd by Scarcity and the 
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Want of the greateft N eceffaries, did not 
hold out againft an Enemy far inferior in 
Number; and to this was owing the Ruin of 
feveral flourifhing Armies in the Reign of 
Echah-Huffein, which were cut in Pieces with 
their Generals in the Wars which the State 
had engag'd in againft the Lefj,ians and Agh
vans. Nothing perhaps contributed more than 
this ill ConduCl: to draw the latter to Ifpahan, 
of which they at laft made themfel yes Maf
ters. What is moft deplorable in all this, is, that 
notwithftanding the Defolation over the whole 
Kingdom from Loifes fo confidetable, none 
bore a Part in it but the Adherents of the 
Eunuchs,. who had efpoufed the routed Ge
neral, while thofe of the contrary Party tri· 
urnph'd in the publick Calamity, of which 
they had under hand been the fidl Moveri; 
They did not value the Death of 3 ooeo Men; 
the Pn:judice the oppofite FaCl:ion receiv'd by 
fuch a FaCl:ion, made them eafy, while the 
whole KingJom fidfer'd by it; and when an 
able experienc'd General dropp'd, they con
fider'd it in no other View, than as the Lofs 
of an Enemy that made Way for one of their 
Creatures. Thus did thek Halves of Mer.. 
infolcntly fport with the Fortune of the Gran
dees, the Lives of private Men, and the For
ces of all the State. 

'TIS furprizing that the Grandees of the 
Kingdom could iuffcr under fuch bafe Ty
ranny, without repining, and that they did 
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not exert all the Credit and Authority which 
they might derive from their Birth and Ser
vices to iet themfel ves free; but the Seeds of 
Jealoufy and Difcord which. the Eunuchs had 
had the Policy to propagate in the moft con
fiderable and moft potent Families, by 'fetting 
Brothers againft Brothers, had put thcm out 
of a Condition to undertake any Thing. This 
they did with Regard to Atimerdam-Kan, the 
greateft Captain of that Time in 'Perjia, and 
the only one perhaps that was capabJe to hindcr 
the Revolution, as he would infallibly have 
done, if his Projects had not been thwarted. 
The Power, Abilities, and great Reputation 
of that Nobleman giving them Umbrage, they 
fet his own Brother upon his Back; and un
der fome Pretence, or other, which Minifters 
are never at a Lofs for to ruin whom they 
pleafe, they turn'd him out of his Govern
ment, which he held in the fame Nature as a 
Principality hereditary in his Family; and 
after having baniih'd him to /(yrman, they 
put his Brother in his Place. They made 
uie of the fame Artifice againft the Princes of 
Gettgea and Geo'rgia, by overturning the an
tient Order of Succeffion in their Families. 
When the Ancdl:ors of thofe Princes, whom 
~chah-Abas tbe Great filbdued more by Cun
ning than Strength, confented to become Vaf
fals to the Cro\\'n, it was on Condition that 
their Principalities lbould a1 ways remain he
reditary in their F amil y: And though gene-
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rallffpeaking, the King of Pcrjia had it ill 

his Power to chufe out of the Princes of one 
and the fame Family)-_ which foever he plea
fed to be Governor in Chief, it was al ways 
the conftant Practice under Schah-Huffei1z'S 
Predecdfors, to conform in that Point to the 
Order of Nature, and to give the Preference 
to the Elder, exclufive of the Younger. The 
Eunuchs under 8chah-Huffitn had no Regard 
to this Cuftom, hut having it only in their 
View to divide and embroil Families, from a 
Jealonfy of their Grandeur and Interea, they 
chofe which [oever of the Family they 
thought fit, to inveft him with the Principa
lity, by preferring the Younger in Contempt 
()f the Elder. This irregular ConduCt, which 
made a Divifion in thofe,great Families, and 
fet the Brothers together by the Ears, turn'd 
to the Prejudice of the Sta~e. They employ'd 

. thofe Forces to make Wai' with one another, 
which might have been ufcfully employ'd 
againft the Enemies of the Kingdom; nay, 
often one of the Patties held Intelligence with 
them, and under-hand aiIifted them; fo that 
upon a certain Occafion, when the Prince of 
Gengea commanded the Perjiatt Army againft 
the LeJi)ans upon the Frontiers of the King
.Jom, he had like to have fallen into the Ene
my's Hands, through the Treachery of his 
Brother, whom they had unjufily diipoffefs'd 
of his Principality: For lf7achtauga was the 
only Prince of the Family of the Princes of 
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Georgia, who, with regard to this arbitr1rt 
Difpofal of the Principalities, which the Eu ... 
nuchs had introduc'd, was Proof againft the 
general Temptation; for the Principality ha
ving been offered·to him to the Prejudic~ of 
his elder Brother, he generoufiy refufed itfrom 
a Sentiment of Equiry, taying, That if God 
had heen witting h~ jhoutd have heen Prince 
of Georgia, he would have fint hIm into the 
World hefore his Brother, to whom the Przn. 
cipatity rtghtfulf:y helong'd as his elder Bro
ther, ana who could not be deprived 0/ it 
without 11!Jufltte. 

'T IS natural to imagine from the Manner of 
gi ving away Governments in the Reign of 
Echah-Huj[ctn, and by the frequent Changes 
owing to the Intrigues of the two oppofite 
Factions of the White and Black Eunuchs, 
that the People had a great de:ll to fuffer un .. 
der Govefllors who regarded their Poft no 
more than a Place to bait at, made it more 
thlir Study to pillage the Cities and Provin
ces, thJ.11 to keep up good Order; and this 
they did with the lefs Caution and Referve, 
be(al1fe they were very fenfible that they 
mlp.,ht do it with Impunity. 

SCf-I AH-HusSEIN was born with a DifpofitioD; 
which was ki;1d, and an Enemy to all manner of 
Violence: This Tem~)er of his, 10 which there 
was as great a ~,'lixture of Fear and Folly, as 
of true Humanit:" lequircd a wife Corrective 
in '1 Prince of hi:. Charader. It happen'd, on 
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the contrary, that it was even made worfe by 
the felfi1h Infinuations of the Eunuchs that 
governed him; and who by horribly repre
fenting to him certain Infiances of Severity, 
of.whicfl fome of his PredlcefTors had been 
guilty, Tender'd him incapable of confenting 
to any Severity, though never fo moderate 
or neceffary. . 

NOTHING is more proper to characrerife 
this Prince, and to fbew what Notion he had 
of Clemency, than a Paffage I am going to 
mention, of which the whole Coun: was wit
nefs. In the Gardens of his Pal.lce there 
was a Pond, on which a great Number of 
Ducks was always fwimming. Scbah-Huj[em 
took a Pleafure fomctimes to fire his Piftol 
over the Pond, not to hurt, hIlt only to frighten 
them. It happened one Day unluckily and 
undefignedly, that one ofthofe Shots wound
ed fume of the Ducks; at which he him1Clf 
was as much terrified as ifhe had really com
mitted Murder, and made the fame Exclama
tion as is cuftomary in Perjia upon the fhed
ding of human Blood, by faying, I<anlttol
dum, i. e. I am potlute4 'with Blood,. and that 
very InHant he callfed two hundred Tomans 
to be given to the Poor, as an Atonement 
for what he thollg ht a great Sin. 

A Prince who was fo tender confdcnc"'d in 
the Point of wounding a few Ducks, was ve~ 
ry loth'to give his Confcnt to the fuedding 
of human Blood, though as a I!unifhment of 
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the greatefr Crimes: And for twenty YearSl, 
and more, that his Reign had Iailed, he n~ver 
pafs'd one Sentence of Death, and coafe
quently never put on the Red Habit,. which 
was the fpecifick Colour the Kings of Perjil& 
WOle when they were to pronounce any Sen
tence of Death. 

THE Eunuchs found a two-fold Advan-" 
tage in that boundlefs Clemency, with which 
they had infpir'd Schah-Huj[ein~' firft of all, 
becaufe it fecur'd their pwn Heads upon their 
Shoulders; iccondly) becaufe contrary to tht~ 
Principles of good Government which the 
Great Scbah-Abas had eftablifh'd, and con
trary to the Practice of the Kings of 'Perjia, 
they had reduc'd all the Pains, even in the 
moft punifhable Crimes, to Forfeitures and 
Fines, which they had the Cunning, as we 
lhall now obferve, to convert to their own 
Profit. -

BEFORE Schah-Huj[ei1t'S Reign, nothing 
was more unufual in the Punifhment of the 
Grandees, than the Forfeiture of Eftate. 
Their Heads paid for their Guilt, but the 
Eftates remain'd in the Families, who by that 
Means always fupported thernfdves; and 
were in a Condition to fill the great Pofis, and 
to ferve the Prince with Dignity. In this they 
conform'd to the Maxims of tht: g~eat Schllh
Abas, who among the political Priqciples he 
left to his SucceiTors, recommended this in 
particular, that they ought to puniih the 
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Great and th~ Rich with corporal Pains, and, 
on the contrary, the Vulgar and the Poor 
with pecuniary Fines. He made this Maxim 
his Foundation, that the former being poffef
fed of great Eftates, were more affected by 
corporal Punifhment than by the Diminution 
of their Wealth; whereas the latter, who 
abounded in nothing, would be affected mor~ 
by the leaft pecuniary Fine, than by bodily 
Pains. And under the Reigns of that Prince, 
apd his Succeffors, to the 1aft who was de
.tfiron'd, when a great M.m was guilty of any 
Fault that did not deferve Death, he was 
condemned to receive a certain Number of 
Blows upon the Soals of his Feet; a Punifh
ment fo fevere, that fometimes they died of 
it, or at leaft were not able for a long while 
to fet their Feet upon the Ground. The 
Confequence was, that the Fear of this 
Punifument for Faults that were not capital, 
and the A pprehenfton of fuffering Death for 
thofe that were, kept the chief Officers of the 
Court, the Governors,of the Towns and Pro
vinces, and even the inferior Magil!rates, in 
Awe, becaufe they were 'Certam that the 
flighteft Abufe which they £bould make of the 
Authority they were trufted with, would be 
feverely punifhed in their Perfons. 

THE falfe Notion of Clemency, with which 
the Eunuchs infpir'd Schah-Huffet1l, buried 
thofe wife Maxims in Oblivion, and changed 
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the Sentences of Death into Forfeiture of Ef· 
tates, and corporal Punifhments into pecuniary 
Fines, to the Advantage of thofe avaritious 
Minifiers, who abufing the Simplicity of their 
Mafier, and the timorous Plety which he cx
ercifed in his Religion, made him fl.ru pulous 
of admitting into his own Tlcafure thofe 
Fines and Forfeitmcs which they rcprefented 
to him as the Fruits of Iniquity, and which 
they made no Scruple to rective from his 
Hands, as a Gratuity for themfel ves, their 
Adherents, and Creatures. ~ 

As Fear only is the moft effectual Motive 
to keep Men in their Duty, efpeciallyamong 
People over whofe Condua the Principles of 
Religion and Morality have but finall Influ
ence, it was hardly pollible but the Affurance 
of lmpunity mufi relax all the Springs of Go
vernment. Confequently all that were in Au
thority in the Towns and Provinces, onl y 
made ufe of it to fatisfy their infatiable A va
rice. Being perfuaded that they had nothing 
to fear, provided they had wherewithal to 
feed their Protetl:ors, and that the worll: they 
could undergo, would be to refund Part of 
what they had robb'd, they took care to plun
der enough, that they might be in a Condi
tion to Ii ve at their Eafe, even after they had 
p.1id great Fines; fo that ~1l they minded, was 
to invent and put in PraCtice new Tricks every 
Day to obtain their Ends. 
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THE Tributes in Perjia are very.moderate, 

and, as cvery onc knows what he IS to pay, 
the Recovery of it is not difficult nor bur
thenfome to private PcriOns. E very Town 
or Village, for Infbncc, is affeffed to pay 
a certain fixed Sum which fiands, as it were, 
for the Capital of what it is to pay· but the 
cafual and indireCt Extortions al ways f~r exceed 
the Capital; which will appear more plain 
from w hat follows. 

IN the Principality f)f Gengea there's a 
'fown confifiing of tWO hundred Armenian 
Families. This To·wn is Part of the Appen
nage of the King's Mother, to whom it pays 
fifty Tornans, or three thoufand Livres. It 
happened forne Years ago, that in one Week 
only a Fine of three hundred Tomans, or 
eighteen thoufand Livres, was paid by forne 
of the principal Townfmen. This is a Fact, 
of which the Author who furnifhed the chief 
Memoirs of this Hifiory was a Witnefs. 

ONE of the Princes of (ieo1 gin enjoys 
five Towns, or Villages, which the King of 
'Perjia mortgaged to him in Hyrcania ; and 
which brings him in a Revenue of forty -five 
Tomans, or feventeen hundred Livres. There's 
tl fort of Intendant called Veroga, who has 
Jurifdittion over thofe fiveTowns, and whofe 
Bufineis is not only to raife that Sum, but al
fo to do J uilice, and to prevent the Diforders 
and ~arrels which often arife with the Inha
\>itants of the adjacent Towns, either upon 
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Account~of Water, which is very fcarce iq 
Perjia, or on Account of the Pafi:ure, which 
everyone difputes to that Degree that fome
times they proceed to Blows. This Veraga 
has twenty Guards, whom he is obliged to 
maintain at his own Charge. Befides the Tri
bute of forty-five Tomans which he levies u p
on the fi ve Towns of his J urifdiaion, he is alfo 
obliged to furnifh forty-fi. ve more under Co
lour of a Free-Gift, to keep himki':: in his 
Fpft; and though he has no oth ::- Ellate 
but the Fines, of which he is even obli" 
ged to ·give one Half to his principal Patron, 
he finds in the othel }-i .... if of thoie Fines not 
only enough to difcharge his Free:Gift, to 
pay his twenty Guards, and to maintain him
felfin Pknty, but alfo to enrich himielf: As 
tht:fe Fines arc ar hitrary, there's Caufe to be
lieve that thefe fort of Judges, who profit by 
them, always extend them to the higheft 
Pitch. 

OF this we may judge by another Fa&, of 
which my Author was Witnefs. In a Town 
named Akuti, one of the moft confiderable 
~hat the Armentans poffefs in Perjia, the 
IDeroga that commanded there perceiving a 
private Man's Afs. who lived there, brow zing 
1ll his Neighbour's Vineyard, fined the Ow
ner of the Afs fifiy Crowns. The Owner of 
the Vineyard asking Pardon for his Neigh
bour, by rei>refentin~' that he did not take 
pffence at it; and that in order to keep up a 
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good Underftanding, and Friendfuip among 
Neighbours, they did not take it amifs if any 
one's Afs happened to ihay into a Neighbour's 
Vineyard; the wifeVeroga upon this Repre
fentation condemned the Owner of the Vine
yard to the fame Fine of fifty Crowns; and 
then told them both, that it was to teach them 
how to keep what they had. 

BUT no wemder that a Deroga of a Vil
lage fhould take that Liberty to opprefs the 
People after that Manner in a Corner of a 
'Province, when the Deroga of IfPahan itfelf, 
in the Capital, and under the Nofe of the 
King, launche~ out into Enormities that are 
frill more flagrant. One· of the chief Func
tions of this Magiftrate was to take care of 
the Security of the City, e1pecillly againft 
Night-Robbers; in which refpect chis muft 
be faid in J uftice to him, that he was fuch an 
Enemy to them, that, Thanks to his Cale 
and Vigilance, there was not one who efca
ped him. But inftead of profecuting them 
when they were taken, he only obliged them 
to ranfom themfelves like Prifoners of 'Var , 
and was fo exceeding civil to them, that when 
he found any of them not in a Condition to 
redeem their Liberty, he had the Charity to 
let them out of Prifon in the Night-time to 
commit freih Robberies; which they did with 
the greater Security, becaufe fuch as were 
fuppofed t() be in Prifon, and who aCl:uaUy 
4;ame thither for 1helter> as foon as they had 
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fobbed, were far from being fufpeCled ; 1~ 
that by the Means of a fecond Robbery they 
fecured themfdves from the Punifhment they 
had deferved for the firfi'. What I have now 
mentioned was publickly known to every Bo
dy at IfPahal'l) not long before thel City was 
befieged. 

AND while I am npon the Article of 
this Magiil:rate, I <-annat omit a fecond Trick 
of his, which will appear to be as flagr:mt 
as the former. An Armenian going to him 
for Juftice againft a Night-Robber who 
broke open his Houfe, the Deroga commit
ted the Thief to Prifon, order'd the Goods 
he had ftolen to l:re brought home to his Houfe, 
and then faid to the injured Party, that, if he 
expected any Jufiice, he muft prove the 
Theft to hun by F vidence, and that the 
Goods fo robbcd did appertain to him. Tbe 
Armeniall, who \\Tas afraid of fome foul Play 
from that Hrange Judge, thought the fhortefr 
Way would be to compound with the Thief 
himielf,and to engage him, on giving him up 
P art of the Goods which he had ftolen, to con
fcfs the Theft before the Deroga. The Thief 
confented to the whole, and confeH"ed tile 
Robbery in Prefence oftheJudge. The Ar
menian, who thought the Affair was deter
mined by the Confefiion of the Delinquent, 
according to Law, was very far out in his 
Reckoning, for the Deroga turning towards 
him in a velY cold Maimer, [<lid, fYh4t ! 
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'have you no better Witnefs to produce than 
this? A Rogue.' a Thief! Tou would have 
me take his Evidence? Go J FriendJ bring 
me Wtt1te(fos of Credtt, U'ttneffe.r that are 
u1'texceptzonabteJ j}lu{ftdmel1.~ arid not Arme
nians, and the1z Pit hear you. Thus was 
J uftice difpenfed at I fPahan in the Reign of 
Schah-Hu.ffein; and by the Manner that the 
chicf Magiftrate of the Capital conduded him
[elf in this RefpeCl under the Nofe of the 
lfing, in the Sight of his Minifiers, and to 
: very Body'S Knowledge, one may judge how 
it far'd in the Provinces. 

ONE of the Diforders that was moft com
plained of, and which was not fo tolerable 
becaufe it had not been fo cuftomary, was, I 
do not only fay the Neglect of the Gover
nors, with Refpefr to the Safety of the Roads, 
but alfo the partial Connivance they gave to 
the Highwaymen that infefted them, and with 
whom they divided the Booty There's not a 
Country in theW orId where the Roads were as 
fecure as they were in Perjia, before the 
Reign of Schah-HuJ(em. They muft thank 
Schab-Abas the Great for it, whom I am 
often obliged to quotc, becaufe Perjia 
owes what is excellent in her civil Govern
ment to thofe wife Regulations; and would 
not have fallen into the Defolation fhe la
bours under at this Day, if fhe had not devia
ted from them. 
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THA r great Prince, who knew that 'Frade 
is the Wealch of a Kingdom ; and that no .. 
thing was more effectual to bring foreign 
Merchants into the Country, than to fecure 
them from all Manner of Infillt and Surprize 
in their Voyages, or Journeys, had eitablifhed 
fo good an Order with relation to that in 
his Dominions, that People might travel 
there with as much Safety as they do at 
Noon-Day in the moft civilized Towns of Eu
rope. Guards were pofted at proper Dinar· 
ccs upon all the great Roads for that Purpoit} 
which, without being chargeable to the Go
vernment, were maintained out of yery mo
derate Duties which they levied upon every 
Loacl, and in Proportion to the Load, that is 
to fay, fomewhat more for a CameFs Load 
than for that of a Horfe: Which Duty was 
called Rader;e, and the Guards Rader s. They 
never C0miuittcd any Robberies by main Force 
or " i,j~"l1cc; but when, notwithftanding the 
Vigilance of the Raders, any was committed 
fecretly, and by Surprize, the Governor 
uf the Town, in whofe DiftriCl: the Robbe
ry happened, was obliged to make good the 
Merchant's Lofs, at the Rate fpecified in his 
Book of Accompt~, including the Money he 
had paid, both for Purcha1e and Cuftoms. 
As for the Robbers, confidering how the Ra
der s, or Patrols, were pofted, that is to fay, in 
~laces through whkh thcfc was a Neceffity 
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for them to paiS, it was almoft impoffible 
for them to efcape; and when they were once 
taken, they had no Mercy to expect. They 
were put to Death by very cruel Tortures, 
as may be feen in Tavernier, Lib. v. Cap, 13. 
who mentions three or four different Kinds 
of it, the leaft of which fhikes Horror. 

THIS Policy fo wifely eflablifhed by Schah
Abas,was always kept up without Intermiffion 
under his Succefi"Ols, as we are aifured by the 
J;,ame Tavernier, who travelled in Perjia m the 
.~{eign of Schah.8o!yman, who was Schab-Huf
ftinYs Predeceffor. He fays in one Place, 
Ltb. i. Cap. + that the Roads there were fo 
fecure that they had no need to rendezvous, 
or travel in Caravans and Companies; and, 
as to the Obligation the Governors of the 
Places were under to reimburie the Merchants 
what they had been robbed of, nothing can 
be 'a better Proof that it was fubfifting even 
at that Time in its utmoft Rigor, than a Story 
which Tavernier tells of himfelf, Lib. v. 
Cap. I J. concerning two Bales that he was 
robbed of. The Governor of the City where 
the Robbery was committed, paid him on 
the Credit of his Book and Vouchers, 1400 

Piafires, which were his Demand, that is to 
fay, above four thoufand Livres ; and that 
with fo good a Grace, that after he had paid 
him, he likewife made him a Prefent of Wine 
~nd Provifions. 
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11 \\" as no longer fo in the Reign of Sfflah.;. 

Httflein, and nothing, perhaps, is a fuller In
dication to what a Degree the Government 
was degenerated and weaken'd under that 
Prince, than the Highway-Robberiei, which 
were not only tolerated, but aifo encourag'd, 
and in a manner authorized. The Caravans 
did not dare to Hop any longer in the Vil
lages, but chofe rather to encamp under Tents, 
becaufe of the Difficulty of avoiding the 
Ambufhes of the Peafants ; And th~y wqr 
obliged to keep conftant Guard, and to watch-_ 
every Man in theirTnrn. Yet, notwithfiand
ing all their Vigilance and Precaution, it was 
not pomble tota1ly to efcape out of the Hands 
of People, who refined every Day in a Cal
ling which was their capital Livelihood. 
The very Mothers encom aged their Children 
to it, by promifing them a good Supper if 
they had the Cunning to make a good Pfize. 
1 t was to no Purpofe when any Thing was 
Ion to complain to the Governor of the Pla,~: 
It was not now as in the Time of Schah-So
!ymlJlz, or in the Reigns of the other Kings of 
TerJia, from Schab-A has the Great, when 
the Governors were obliged to give an Ac
count of the Robberies committed upon the 
Lands of their J urifdifrion, and to make 
good the Lois. All the Anf wer that one 
of thofe Govell1ors gave to a Merchant of 
TejllS, who had been robbed of confiderable 
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EffcCls, was this; Shew me the Rohber ~ and 
1'1t obtlge him to make you Reflitution. 'Tis 
true, that the Merchant's Reply to him was 
enough to confound him; Put me in your 
Place, faid he to him, and you1fllf in mille, 
alld lilt Joon find you 014t the Robber. But 
it was 'all one, and how fharp foever the Re
ply was, the Governor was not offended at it; 
for there are no People that bear Reproaches 
and Injuries more patiently than thofe of ~la. 
~ty in Perjia. If a Creditor that cannot get 
111S Money, fay the moIl: provoking Things 
in the World to their Face, they take no Ex
ceptions at it, but hear him with an Air of 
Indifference and Infcnfibility which is not to 
be parallell'd, which made Father Joftpb 
Maria fay in his 'Perjitfm Treafore, That the' 
Phlegm of the Italians, compar'd to that of 
the Perfians, is PajJion and Fury. 

AT laft Things came to fuch a P afs, that 
the Merchants in the Caravans not being able 
to guard againH: the Subtlety of the Robben~ 
nor to obtain J uflice of the Governors, were 
reduccd to compound with the Highwaymen 
themfcl ves, either by making a Sort of Trcaty 
of Infurance with them, whereby they gave 
them a certain Sum, that they might not be 
robb'd, or by leaving them when they were 
robb'd in full Poifeffion and Property of one 
Half of the Robbery to fave the other. The 
Highwaymen confcntcd to it, and more readi .. 
I y, b"aufe they found thdr A"count in it. 
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For as they are very eafily dete8:ed in pi!f4fo, 
as every Canton kno,ws thofe that follow this 
Calling, and as from Hatred or En vy they 
betray and difcover one another, a Caravan 
was no fooner gone by, but the Goyernor, 
who knew where to find them, arreftedthem, 
and took a way all that they had robb'd... if 
they did not prevent it, by carrying him his 
Part, WhICh was always the beft Share of the 
Booty. However, by this Condua: they 
faved themfelves from a Fine, which hy 
would infallibly have condemned them to 
pa y to him; for as to other Punifhments they 
were out of Date, efpecially that of Death, 
and thofe fevere Punifhrnents ufed in former 
Reigns. Every Thing ended in pecuniary 
Fines, which reduced thofe Wretches to fuch 
a State of Mifery, as put them under the Ne .. 
ceillty of robbing again for Sllbfiftance; and 
indeed tbis was the Intention of the Gover .. 
nors, who were too great Gainers by their 
Plunder to be glad to fee it at an End, fo 
that when they condemned any Robber to a 
Fine, it feerns it was not fo much for having 
robb'd, as becaufe he did not do it with Cun
ning; from whence it happen'd, that many of 
thofe Mifcreants, having nothing to depend on 
but the Bufinefs of Stealing, fiudif'd to ren
der themfelves expert and accomp!iih'd at it, 
and to attain to the fame Degree of Skill with 
thofe Knaves who in 'Perjia are called Kua
chyl'jis, and are of furprizing Dexterity and 
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Curuling. Thus was the Face of Affairs al~ 
ter'd to fuch a Degree, that the fame Gover
nors, who under the preceding Reign had 
been the Protectors of the Caravans, and 
Sureties for all that were robbed on the pub
lick Roads, became in the Reign of Schah
BUj{etn, the Inftigators and Accomplices of 
the Robberies then committed, infomuch that 
:me might juftly have applied to them the 
Moral of the Fable of Mujellim-Sade, a fa
tylous Perjian Poet, where he fays, That II 
traveller having plucked a Sheep ftom the 
'Jaws of a IYo!f, threw it upon his Shotti
riersJ and carried it home; and that while 
the poor Beajt was rejoycinJ. in its happy ~e
liverance, the TravetJer }tuck his Knife in
to his Throat J which made the poor Sheep, 
when dying~ to fa'Y to the Traveller, TOft fa
'Ued me from the Teeth of the Wolf, 'ttS true, 
/Jut you are the flme to me as a IYolf. 

WH I L E all Things ran thus to Decay, 
both in the Country and the Capital, Schah
Hul{ein lay, as it were, buried in his Haram; 
and abandoning the reft of his Dominions to 
the Di1cretion of his principal Eunuchs, he 
fecm'd to have no Tafte for any'Other Place 
of P leafure but this, which engroifed all his 
Thoughts, and the Expences of which {wal
lowed up the greateft Part of his Finances. 
He looked upon his Haram as his particular 
Kingdom, and th,e only one that deferv'd his 
Regard. As Kings who have any Notion of 
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Glory have generally a Paffion either to.:fi~ 
nalize them1el yes by new Conquefts, or to 
render themfelves formidable to their Neigh
bours, by numerous Armies,. that are always 
well paid, and in good Condition, or to enrich 
their Dominions by a flourifhing Comfnerce: 
Sothis Prince difcovereda PaiIlon to dlflirlguifu. 
himfelf by the Number and Beauty of the 
Women that he kept in his l:iaram, by the 
Riches of their Habits, the Magnificence of 
their Furniture, by the Enquiry after and Pror 
fufton of every Thing which could contri buteo 
to render his Stay there as delightful as polli
ble; and he boafted publickly, that he would 
ipare no Coft to out-ftrip the moft riotous 
and moil voluptuous Kings that ever were in 
theW orId. 'Tis very certain, howey cr, that 
none of his Predeceffors came near what we 
ha ve feen of this kind in his ReIgn, either 
for the vaft Number of Women, with which 
he had filled his Haram, or for the extraordi
nary Luxury and Splendor in which he 
maintained them. His firft Care in the Be
ginning of his Reign, was to caufe a general 
Seart::h to be made for aU the hanctfome Wo
men in PerJia, and to order them to ,be 
brought to his Haram. The Crop was fo 
plentiful, and feem'd fo frefh, that it ferv'd 
to give Name to the Year (1701.) wherein 
jt was gather'd, whkh after that Time was 
called the Year K.Yf7.'t:ran~ i. e. the Tear of 
TYomm. There is hardly a CQuntry inhabited 
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by fo many different Nations as Perjia. He 
a young Woman of what Nation roever, ex
cept the Jewifb'., which was excluded, if 1he 
was but handfome, fue wa:s pick'd up for the 
King's Haram. The Governors of the Pro
Yinces, who knew their MaUer's Taite, and 
that all the Services they were capable of do
ing him in the Government ~ere nothing in 
his Efteem, cornpar'd with the Merit of en
riching and adorning hi::. Hllram with fome un
'-ommon Beauty,. made it their Bufinefs to 
look out every where, and to prO(,ure them 
at any Price; and when they were fo happy 
as to be able to accompany the Tribute of the 
Province, which they fent every Year to I.f. 
'Pabim, with fame Prefent of this Nature) they 
were perfuaded that they had paid a better 
Compliment, and that the King was more ob. 
liged to them, than if they had fent double 
the Sum to what the Province ufed to pay. 
Each of thofe Women had her paIlicuhtr Eu
nuch and Chamber-Maid, and as to the Ex
pence of the Toilet and Pl'ovifions, it had no 
Bounds from a Prince iwho thought it an Ho
nour to out-do every Thing that had been 
done of this Nature. Bdides what he laid 
out upon them in the Haram, he gave them a 
confiderable Portion when they went forth to 
be married. This was done fometimes, though 
very rarely, during the preceding Reigns; 
but it was very common in A.Si:hah-Huffein~s 
Time, who bcftGwed thofe Women in Mar .. 
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tiage, not only to his ~ourtiers, hut alfo t?·the 
inferior Officers of hiS Palace, and to his ve
ry Cooks. As to the Great Men's Daughters 
that had been bred up in the Haram, he mar
ried them to other great Lords, not only af .. 
ter they had 10ft their Virginity, but when 
they were aCl:ually with ChUd. The woill o\
all for thefe Lords was, that whatever Chil
dren they had elfewhere, the Child that was 
born of this Venter became the eldeft of the 
Family, and went away with the ~ulk of" 
their Efiates. In I7ItJ. the Governor of Eri .. 
van Was obliged to receive on this Footing 
the Daughter of a Prince of G~orgia, nam'd 
KoJlrozt-Kan, whom the King fent to. him 
from his Haram, with an Heir that he did not 
expecl:. There are feveral confiderable Fa
milies in Perjia, which boaft of fuch Extrac
tion, and call themfelves &hah-Zade, i. e. 
King's SOliS, for Za fignifies Son, and Schab 
Ki'Jg. Of this Number is the illuftrious Fa
mily of the hereditary Princes of Gengea, de
fcended from So!ymon, the Predeceffor of 
Echllh-I-luffiin. But thefe Schah.Zades are 
fo multiplied fince, that their great Number' 
has made th~m fink confiderably in the Efteem 
they were held in heretofore, and before the 
late Revolution there were a @,reat many of 
them at IJPahan who made a very mean F'i~ 
gure there. 

FROM the great Number of Women with 
which Schah-Hu./foill had ftored hii Haram, 
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we may infer what an Attendance there muft 
be of Eunuchs, eith,er for their Service, or 
their Guard, which could not but increafe in 
Proportion. Never King of Per jia had fo 
many by far, . for they almoft equalled the 
N umber of hIS own Guards, and indeed he 
had no other Guard at the Times of the Kou
rouk, which I am now to give an Account 
of. 

'TIS the Cuftom in Perfia.J that when the 
King removes from IJPahan along with the 
Ladies of his Hararn, to any of his Pleafure 
Houfes, a Proclamation is made three Days 
beforehand, of the Hour which he intends to 
go abroad in, and the Streets through which 
he is to pafs. This Proclamation is called 
the Kourouk; and ,tis to forbid every Man 
from fraying in the Houfes that look into the 
Streets, through which the King is to pafs, 
or in the Country for two Leagues round. 
Now as in Perjia they have no Ufc either of 
Coaches or Waggons, becaufe of the Multi
tude of little Canals which cut the Country, 
and are fo managed as to water the Lands, 
all the Ladies ride upon Horfes or Mules, 
with each their Eunuch to hold the Bridle: 
As to the Servant Maids, they ride upon Af.. 
fes; and one of Schah-HuJJCin's great Diver
flOM in thefe Kourouks, waS to whip thofe 
A1(es till they threw their Riders, and made 
Sport for the othel'S. As the Law, ~hich ba
m1hed Men from all Places through. which 
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the King pafs'd with all this Equipage, did 
alia keep off his own Guard, he could then 
have no other but his Eunuchs, who furround
cd this whole Troop with Guns and Swords. 
Befides them there were two other confidera.:.. 
ble Bodies of Eunuchs, one of which advanc'd 
very far before the Troop, and the other c10-
:ted the March at the fame Difhnce, not to 
mention thofe that were cmlloy'd, either to 
fearch the Hcnfes by which they paf<;'d, to 
fce if no Man lay hid there, or to icour the 
Country, in order to pur all to the SWOJd that 
they found within the Limits prohibited by 
the K01Jr01Jk. No doubt there muft be a 
vail: Number of Eunuchs to fill all thofe 
different Poils. Mean Time a great Number 
muil: nccdfarily remain, either fur the Guard 
of the Womens Haram, or of that which was 
{he Prifon to the King's Brothers and Chil
dren, \vho were never more narrowly watch'd 
than in the King's Abfence. The greater was 
this Number of Eunuchs, the more was the 
Expenee; and 'tis certain, that fcveral good 
Regiments might have been mainrain'd with 
the Money that it coft to provide for the 
Number of Eunuchs which Schah-HuJleill 
had more than his Predeceffors. 

No doubt it was a great BUHhen to the 
State to maintain the Haram in the Degree 
it was rifen to under this PrincC') who had 
trebled the Expenee of it to what it was in 
the Time of his Predec;elrors; but it may be 
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faid, that he was yet more lavifh in other 
Things, in which thafe Princes were always 
very moderate, and particularly in Building, 
in which he buried immenie Sums, and even 
exhaufted the Treafures of the Kings that had 
rcign'd before him. Though their anticnt 
Palace wall fa fi..lffiptuaus and magnificent, that 
it may be look'd upon as a Monument of 
their Splendor, he pull'd it all down, and 
built a new one, with an Expenee that ihew1d 
he did not value what it cofr. 

THIS Building was fcarce compIcated, but 
he undertook a new one yet more canfiderable 
at F arabath, one of his Pleafiue Houfes, 
about a League trom Ifpahan. The Build
ings which he raifed there were fo vaft ami 
magnificent, that he was tempted more than 
once to remove his Haram thither, and to 
Plake it his ufiJal Relidencc. As he had built 
in a Place that was extremely dry, the great
eft Expenee he was at in this LT ndenaking 
was for Water, whieh was abfolutely want
ing there, and w hieh they were fain to bring 
thither from a great Diftancc by Stone 
Troughs, the Expences and Labour of which 
('annat be concciv'd, fays my Author, but 
by thafe who have f~en it. 

THE burning of the Great Royal Salon~ 
where the King ufed to give Audience to 
the Ambaffadors, and to make his publick En
tertainments, was another Occluon of Ex. 
i'elKe tQ Schah·Huffiin, which was more ne .. 
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ceffary indeed, but helpJd towards dreining 
his Finances. This great Salon, nam'd 
Tchehel-lctoon, i. e. Forty Pillars, ltecaufe 
it atl"uall y ftand, upon fo many Columns, is a 
Building that ftands hy it felf in the Midfi: 
of the Gardens of the Royal Palace of I JPa
hall. Chardin, who has given a very exad: 
Reprefentation of it in the Defcription of 
IJPahan, fpeaks of it as the mof!: ftately A
partment in the Palace. It happened that 
after one of thofe publick Entertainments 
\V hich the King fometimes made there in the 
Night Time, a Fire broke out there, which 
though it was very violent be.fore it was per
ceiv'd) Part of the co1tly Furniture of it 
might perhaps have been fav'd, and Mea
lures were taken for that Purpofe, when 
&iUlh-HIIj[ein, from a Motive of Submiffion 
to the Will of God, forbad the Fire to be 
put out, f.lying, That as 1t was the Will of 
the Lord that his Salon jbouJd be /;urnt, he 
'uJottld 1Jot oppoft it j and though there was 
nothing male ri~h and fumptuous throughout 
the whr)le Palace than the Furniture of this 
Salon, which was on Purpofe to difplay the 
Magljll~(eljr.;e {)f this Prince, he chofe from a 
Spirit of H.'::lignation to Providence, to con
tinue at the Fil_C till the whole was confu
med. But his Refignation did not hinder 
him from railing it again, and rebuilding it 
'\\lith more Splendor than the former. 
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BEST DES al1 thefe ftatel y Edifices, he ereCl.; 

eel another, which may be reckoned a Mo ... 
nument of his Piety, as well as of his Power .. 
It was a Monaftery for'Dervi[hf!J', the Mag. 
nihcence of which may be imagined by the 
chief Gate of it only, which is of Maffy Sil ... 
ver. But that which ftill doubled the pro I 
digious Expenee of all thofe great Building., 
is, that he never digefted any of his Plans 
thoroughly, and that upon a new Thought 
he demolilhed the whole Pile to the Ground, 
and begun again. 

I T was hardly poffible but all thore extra
orrlinary Expences mu1\: hurt his Finances; 
but his religious Zeal made him underta.ke 
an unfeafonable Pilgrimage, which not only 
compleatly drein'd his Exchequer, but a1fo 
ruin'd all the Provin~es through which he 
pafs'J. There's a famous ~1onaftery on the 
Confines of PerJia, n~xt to Great Tartary, 
dedicated to a Santon, or Saint, of .£4!y's Sea, in 
a little TowIl named ]1;Je(zlIt, which is above 
two hundred Leagues from IfPahall. Thi .. 
ther his Devotion carried him, attended by 
all the Women of his Haram, and followed 
by a Train of 60000 Men, which was fo ex~ 
penfi ve, that half the Sum that his Journey 
coil: him, would have defray'd the Charge 
of all the Expeditions againft the Rebf;l$ 
of Calldah4r, of which more here~fter. 

W.E muft do this Prince the J uil:ice, how· 
cv~r, to opf~rYc, that as much attach'<,\ ~.5 ho 
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was to his Religion, he was not opinionated, 
and had no more than his Prcdecdfors, dpe
cially finee Scbah·Abas the Grtat, any 
Thing of that A verllon and brutal Rage 
which the 111ahometa1JS of Omar's Sect, fuell 
as the Turks arc, cxprd;; againft all other Re
ligions, and cfpeci.ltl y the Chriftian. This 
may partly be aicribed to the Character of 
the Genius of the Per/ians, naturally incli
ned to Kindnds and Humanity, but much 
more to the Extracrion of almoft all the 
Kings of Perjia flnce Schah.Abas that redu
ced Perjia, who are defcended fi-om Geor$ian 
Princdres or LJ.di~'); for as they arc 0rigmal-
1y Chriftians, they ftill preferve, even in the 
Midft 01 Mahometifm, in which they are 
train'd up from their Infancy, a very 1l:rong 
Inclination for the Religion of their A flcef
tors and their Country: They have alfu fOl' 
the moft Part retain'd the Cufiom of taking 
their Chriftian Names. The Grandmother 
of the dethron'd King was called ftlary.Be
gum, i. c. Priltcefl Mary, for in 'Pel'jia, as 
well as in the bldies, at the Mogul'~ Court, 
the Title of Begttm is the peculiar Diftinc
tion of the Princeffes. This Cuftom of ta
king the Name of .. Mary has paired from the 
Haram to the other Ladies of Per/la, cfpe .. 
dally al IJPahatl, where 'tis a very common 
N arne. The Women being accuftomed t~ 
the Name, they haye a Sort of Veneration 
for the Holy Virgin from whom it comes ; 
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they honour her Images, receive and preferve 
them with Re(peCl:, and Schah.Hulfoin him
felf voluntarily admitted them, notwithftand
ing the Law of lrlahomet, which pofitively 
forbids it. 

A s in Perjia the King's Children are 
brought up under the Eyes of their Mothel" 
till feven Years of Age, and are permitted to 
fcc them now and then afterwards, no Won
der that they infpire dIem with Sentiments 
for a Religion which indeed they fcarce 
know any Thing of; but for which they al
ways retain a Sort ot' Affec\:ion, as for the 
Religion of their Country. Schah-Abas II. 
Grandfather of the detluoned King, was fo 
prepoifeifC'd in Favour of Chrifiianity, that it 
was difagrceable to him to fpeak- ill of it; 
feveral incurr'd his Difpleafure for fo doing, 
and the Difgrace of Athemat-'Doulet, who 
had govern'd during his Minority, was attri. 
buted in great Part to the invincible A verfion 
\V hich that Prime Minifter difcover'd upon 
every Occafion to our Relig;on. And 
the Arme1liam of his Time ufed to tell one 
another, as Sir John Chardtn reports in his 
Coronation of Solyman p. 169. that Schah
./lbas was more a Chriftian than a Mahometan. 
I know not what Credit may be given to a 
Report which was currr.nt in Perfia at the 
Time he died, viz. that he was chriften'd on 
his Death.Bed by Father Raphael a Capu
fhi", who being his Mathemati~ian and Phy-
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{ician, had free Accefs to him. I am the more in .. 
clin'd to doubt the.Truth of this Story, becaufe 
Chardin, who in the Book juft now quoted, 
feerns thoroughly inforrn'd of the Particulars 
of this Prince's Death, does not fay oneWord 
of this fecret Hiftory: But however, the Suf
picion that was commonly entertain'd of him 
in PerJia, is a very pofitive Proof of the fbi .. 
ning Marks he gave of his Efteem and At:.. 
feaion for Chriftianity. 

SCHACH-SOLYMAN his Son, and Father to 
8cbah-Huj[ein, had nothing of that fhong 
and declared Affection for the Chriftians; and 
fometimes he gave the Miffionades Trouble, 
though it was more owing to the Inftigation 
of the Eunuchs, who had begun to gain ere. 
dit with him, than to his own Accord. What 
is certain is, that his Religion fatt: very 100fo 
about him, as he gave Reafon to judge, by 
what he faid one Day to Buch-Tamber, the 
Ambaifador of the Great Sobieski, John III. 
King of Poland. 

NOT long after this brave Prince had drove 
the Turks from Vienna, it was reported 
in Perjia, that he was gone to befiege 
ConflantitJopit. Upon this Schah-Sobmall 
demanded of the Ambaffador what the King 
of Poland would do, if he took that Capital 
of the Ottoman Empire; and this Minifter 
making Anfwer, that it was his Mafter's De
:fign to give no ~ilrter ro any Mahomettlll; 
Very well, replied .$ohmIJ1I:, making the Si~t\ 
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of the CroiS, with a very gay Countenanct, 
if the Chriftians take Conflantinople, I will 
turn Chrifiian as well as they; and entertain~ 
ing the Ambaffador all Night long at a Feaft, 
he carous'd with him till he made himfelf 
drunk, with toafting a Health to the King 
of Poland. 

SCHAH-HuSSEIN, though far more devout in 
his Religion than Schah-Sobman his Father, 
was not thoroughly convinc'd in his Mind that 
it was a Whit better than the Chri1l:ian Religion. 
One Day as he was fhewing a Watch made 
for him by M.Rou1feau of Geneva, his Watch
maker in C9ief, to Giewader-BaJzi~ his fa
vourite Eunuch, Iobferve, fays he to him, 
that the Franks, (the Name by which the 
Europeans are call'd in Perjia,) .are better 
Workmen than ours, I am very much afraid, 
that as they out-do us in Arts, they a/fo ex
cel us in Points of Religion. He was fo af
feC\:ed when he heard of our Hofpitals, an4 
the Care therein taken of the poor Patients, 
that he was refolv'd to imitate us in that fOft 
of Charity. He caus'd a magnificent Hofpi
tal to be built at IJPaban, and order'd all, 
even the moft precious Remedies that could 
be gDt, to be prepared in the Royal Difpen .. 
fatory for the Sick. But the EafinefS of im ... 
poling upon a Prince incapable of perceiving 
1t, and more incapable ihll of refenting it, if 
he had perceiv'd it, render'd his good Inten
tions partly of no Eifea-· for th~y who had 
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the Management of the H of pita 1 that he had 
founded, turn'd the moft precious Remedies, 
which they got out of his Difpen1atory, to 
their own Advantage, by felling to the Rich 
what the King had intended to be dlfpens-'d 
gratis to the Poor. He gave the lau€;r an
other Mark of his good Natllre, by building 
feveral Ove-os, where he had Bread bak'd at 
his own Charge, to be dlfhibuted to the Poor 
at a moderate Price. But how laudable [0-
ever his Intention was in this Refpect, he 
would have afiifted the Poor much more ef
fcClually, if he had prevented the Mon0.t'o
lies of the Grandees, who in onder to bnng 
their Corn to the better Market, privately 
hinder'd the Carriage of any-from the Country 
to IJPahan. Schah-Solyman his Father, who 
was at the like Nonplus in 1667. the Begin
ning of his Reign, foon found out a Remedy, 
which was more profitable to his SubjeCts, 
and not fo burthenfome to himfelE To re
drefs this Diforder, he was at no more Trou .. 
bIe than to chufe Ati-Kf)1I1j.Kan, one of 
the chief Lords of his Court, a Man of a good 
Headpiece and Rcfolution, into whofe Hands 
he committed the who1e Management of this 
Affair. Ali-Kouli-Kan being cominc'd, that 
a Famine in a great City does nut proceed fo 
much from thl: Scarcity of Corn, as from the 
Difhonefty and A vari .. :e of thofe who conceal 
it, or flop up the Canals by which it ufually 
comes, gave proper Orders, and cau,'d them .. 

to 



( 131 ) 
to b~ executed with fuch Refolution, that the 
very next Day after the King had nominated. 
him, he rcduc'd the Bread to a moderate 
Price, and entirely reftor'd the Tranquility of 
Ij}ahan, which was juft ready to revolt. 
This may be feen more at large in Sir John 
Chardm's Book of the Coronation of Sofy
man, p. 261. where we find, that what this 
Lord did at that Juncture, is worthy of the 
Imitation of the politcft Towns in Europe on 
the like Occafion; and that nothing contri
buted fo much to prevent a Famine, as an iJ. 
lufirioLls Inftance (mention'd in that Book 
p. 261..) of his Difintereftednefs, and of the 
Severity with which he began the Exercife 
of his Employment. 

WHEN Schah-So!Jman made Choice of this 
Nobleman to provide againft the publick 
Neceffitics, he was but twenty Years of Age; 
and being but juit come out of the Hararn, 
where he had been always confin'J to his Co
ronation, he muft be very raw, and unexpe
rienced in the Arts of Government. But 
however, he was wife enough to chufe a Mi. 
nifter of fufficicnt Abilities to fupply his own 
Deficiency, ar'ld by that Means he put a Stop 
to the Diiordcr, in the Manner that became a 
King; wht:reas Schah-Huf!ein his Son and 
Succeffor, who was of a more ad vane' d Age, 
and confequently had had more Exp~rience, 
when he was under the fame Difficulty, pro
vided no other Remedy than wh.lt migfut be 
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cxpeCt:ed from a generous, rkh, private Man, 
without Authority and CharaCl:er; fo that as 
much a King as he was, he did little more, 
during a general Famine, than what was done 
all the Year long by his Grandmother, a very 
charitable Princefs, who limited the Expences 
of her Houfe-keeping, and appropriated her 
great Revenues to the Comfort aPJ.a Nouriili
ment of Multitudes of Poor, as well Chrif
tians as of the other Religion, and who for 
her irnmenfe Charities would have deferv'd 
to be call'd St. Elelena among the 'Perjians., 
if her Alms had been animated by the Spirit 
of the true Faith. 

FROM aU that I have hitherto related of 
8chah-HuJfoin, 'tis eafy to infer, that as he 
was endow'd with forne of the ~alities and 
Virtues which adorn a private Man, he had 
none of thofe which are neceffary for a Mo
narch. He was good natur'd and human; 
but his good Nature was of that Stamp which 
bears with every Thing, and punifhes no
thing, and in which the Wicked, being affur'd 
by it of Impunity; :find their Account more 
than honeft Men, whom it deprives of all 
Hopes of J uftice. He hurt no particular 
Perfon, and by that Means injuf'd all Man
kind. The only Inftance in which he dif
~over'd the Marks of GreatnefS was, his PaC. 
fion for Building, and his Inclination to Mag
nificence, in which he took a Pride, though 
his .A pplkation tQ it did not 1eem to be 10 
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much that of a King who makes it his fole 
Delight, as that of a Man who makes it his 
important and his only BufineiS. He would 
have nothing wanting for his Buildings, what
ever was wanting in his Armies; and like 
fome People, who are always more forward 
to give Alms than to pay their Debts, he 
built Monafteries and Hofpitals, while his 
Troops periih'd with Hunger, and difpers'd, 
or fuffer'd themfelves to be cut" in Pieces on 
the Frontiers, for Want of Pay and Ammu. 
nition, being better pleafed to have erected 
fine Palaces in Ifpaban and the Neighbour
hood, than he was mov'd or afflicted to fee 
Whole Prov~ces taken away from him on all 
Sides. 

4LL this might pafs for the Declamation 
of an Hi.ftorian, if this Prince himfelf, in 
the molt important ConjunCture of h~ Reign, 
had not explain'd himfdf in a Manner that 
proves it infinitely beyond what I have done, 
and which plainly fuews ho\'$l little Care he 
fhought himfelf oblig'd to take of any Thing 
but his Buildings, and the Management of 
his Houfes, and to what a Degree he forgot 
he was a King. For when at the Approach 
of the Rebel's Army, which was advancing 
by great Marches towards IJ)llhlln, his Mi. 
nifters and the Grandees of his Court endea
vour'd to fOUZe him by the Pro~imity of his 
Danger, and admonifhing him, that it was a 
very fcrious Affair, not to be jeftcd with; 
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'Tis J~Uf Bujineft, fays he, to t~ok to that; 
you have Armics providcd, as for my Part, 
if they leave me hut my Houft at F'arabath 
I am content. Thefe were the Sentiments of 
this poor King, who was pnnifhed in the very 
Thing for which he fcem'd to have any Fond-' 
nefs; for his Houfe ~t Farabath, which he 
had built and adorn'd with fuch Profu(ion and 
Magnificence, was not only the firit that was 
plundcr'd, but 1erv'd alfo as a Camp to the 
Re~els, who would never have ventur'd to 
undertake the Siege of IfpahaJI, if they had 
not found a Place ior the moft fafe and com
modious Camp they cOl\ld have dcfir'd within 
the large Circumference of that fr.ltely Houfe 
which was encompaffcd with high and ftrong 
Walls, and flank'd with Towers at convenient 
Diftances. 

HOWE VEt" notwithftanding the King's In .. 
dolence, notwithftanding the Incapacity and 
Tyranny of the Eunuchs that govern'd him, 
notwithftanding the bad State of all the Pro .. 
vinces, and the general Diffatisfacrion of the 
whole Kingdom, 'tis very probable, that 
Echah-Huj[ein would have died in Peace upon 
his Throne, as well as many other Kings of 
his CharaCter, if, unhappily for him, a pri
vate Man of a bold and enterprizing Genius 
had not been forc'd againft his Will to come 
to Court from the rcmoteft Corner of his 
Frontiers, and above four hundred and fifty 
Leagues from Ij}ah(ln, who obferving very 
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nicety how every Thing was m~nag'd at 
Court, and how weak and confus'd were 
tbofe Springs of that Royal Power, the Ma
jefty of whi<;:h had dazzled his Eyes at fuch 
a Diftance, imagined that it was not in a Con. 
dition to reduce anyone to his Duty, that 
fhould· have the Courage to {bake off the 
Yoke. Upon this he form'd his Plan, and 
after having executed it by freeing his Coun .. 
try from the Tyranny of the Perjians, again{\: 
whom he always made Head as long as he 
}iv'd, and whom he routed as often as they 
carne to attack him, he left a Son, who be
ing bolder t4an himfelf, prefurned to under .. 
take to dethrg,he his Sovereign, and accord
ingly carried his Point, to the great Aftoniih .. 
ment both of Ajia and Europe. This I ihall 
gi ve an Account of after I have in a few Words 
treated of the Origin and Character of the 
~ation to whom this great Event is ow ... 
lng. 

THE Nation of the A G H!7 AN S, hitherto 
unknown in Europe, and fcarce known in Ajla, 
where it lies in a Corner, has render'd it felf 
fo famous by the Conqueft it has lately made 
of Perjia, one of the greateft Kingdoms in 
the World, that there's no Body living, but 
will be very glad to have fome Account of a 
People, who have begun to 1hew themiC1ves 
to the W orId. by fo fignal a Blow. 

TH E .Aghvatls., who were originally of 
the Province of 8zYMJan, which was antient..; 
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ly c:aIl'd Great Albania, and which is fittlate 
between the CaJPian Sea and MOUllt Cat/ca
jilt, were formerly fubdued by TamerJalle, 
who could not reduce them till afte? many 
Battles, wherein he cut a great Pan of them to 
Pieces. But as this unmanageable People, not 
ufed to bear the Yoke, were continually re
volting, and took Arms again upon the firft 
Occafion that ofie! 'd, he thought he could 
not make {ure of them, but by tranfplanti~g 
them to another Soil, being perfuaded, 
that when they were once out of the Sight of 
their own Country, they would at the fame 
Time lofe that Love of Liberty and Indepen
dence which had engag'd therrl~in fo many 
Rebellions, and which had given him fo much 
Trouble and Fatigue; and in order to keep 
them under the UriCler Su bje8:ion, he plac'd 
them between Perjia and the Indies, upon the 
Confines of each of thofe two Empires, which' 
he had equally rcduc'd to his Obedience. 'Tis 
faid, that they were antiently Chrifiians, of 
the Armenian Sea:, but that they turnJd Ma. 
hometans for Want of the Affiftance and In. 
ftruaions of their Priefts and Doctors, whom 
Tamertane took away from them, that they 
might Cooner embrace that Religion. As to 
their Name, that alone [eerns to juflify what 
is faid of their Origin, with refpect: to Alba
nia; for as in the Armenian Tongue our Let
ter L is chang'd into G H, and our B into 
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f~ Confonant, fo of the Word AJ6ans is form 
cd Aghvans. 

THE capital City of the Country to which 
Tamerlane tranfplanted them, when he took 
them from Albania, is call'd Candahar ~ a 
Town which borders on Perjia to the Eaft, 
as it does~ on the Dominions of the Mogul to 
the Weft. It had Princes of its own for a 
Time, who fubiifted on the mutual Jealoufy 
of the two Powers, between which it was fi. 
tnate. But· at laft Schah-Abas tbf Great, 
who made as many Conquefts by his Policy 
as his Arms; found a fair Opportunity to en
gage the Priy'ce, who was IObfter of it in his 
'Fime, to' {mt himfelf under his ProteClion; 
which~id accordingly, on Condition, that 
a Prince of his Race fhould always command 
in Candahar ~ as Vaffal anc~, Tributary to the 
King of Perjia. This Tavernier affo mc:n~ 
tions in his Voyages, Lib. v. cap. 23. 

SCHAH-ABAS, who, according to the true 
Maxim of all :eoliticians, was a punfrual Ob-. 
ferver of his Word, with regard to the Trea" 
ties that he had made, even with his V aifals, 
not only fecur'd the Poffeffion of Candahar 
to the Prince who fubrnitted, but alfo conti
nued the Government of it to his Son Ali
merdan-Kan after the Death of his Father. 
8chah-SeJi, Grandfon to Schab-Abas, fue .. 
ceeding his Grandfather, the Court of Perjia 
chang'd their Maxims. As Alimerdan-Kan 
was poffdfed of great Wealth, which he had 
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for mon Part by Inheritance from his Ancei=r 
tors; and as he cut the Figure of a potent S0-
vereign in his Government, rather than that 
of a Va1fal, always eating out of Gold Plate, 
and keeping a Houfe almoft as magnificent as 
the King's; the Minifters,who govern'd dqring 
Echah-Sefi's Non-age, and who by infpiring 
hi~ with violent Sufpicions of feveral of the 
greateft Noblemen, had perfuaded him to put 
fome of [he rmott confiderable of them to 
Death, did not fail to raife die fame Jealoufy 
in his Breaft againft the Prince of Candahar, 
whofe Wealth, of which they hoped to be Sha
rers, tempted them more than ttle Poifeffions 
of the others, whom they had t'ufed to be 
put to Death. The Difficulty was~'.:' ~et him 
to Court; for the Misfortune of th01e Whv, 
after being drawn thither in that Manner, left 
their Heads there, made him very 10th to 
go; and as he fa w that, without Regard to his 
Remonftrances, Couriers were fent to him one 
upon the Neck of another, with preffing Or
ders to repair to I JPahan, he did not doubt 
but his Life was aim'd at, and in order to 
provide himfelf an Afylum againft the Mi
nifiers of the Court of Perjia, he furrender'd 
Candahar to the great Mogul. But he would 
receive nothing from that Prince, and content· 
cd himfelf with the Honour which he did him 
to give him the firft Poft of the Kingdom, 
which he kept Poffeffion of to his Death. 
When he retLred to the Mogul's Court, he 
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t:arried fuch a Mafs of Treafure with him; 
,hat without taking any Thing from that 
Prince, he Ii v'd at his Court with greater 
Splendour than any Bod y . He caufed 
a very fine Houfe to be built at Jehana
bad) with a vr;ry fine Garden by the Water
fide, which, according to the Report of Ta. 
vernier, who knew the Indies well enough 
to be depended upon, is the moft ftatdy Edi
nce in the Mogul's Dominions. That Prince 
was furprized how Alimerdan-Kan, without 
having any Salary from him, could live with 
fo much Magnificence as he did; but one Day 
as he went to fee him with the Princeifes, in 
that little I1eafure-Houfe juft now mcl1tion'd, 
tha~eman's Lady open'd feveral Coffers 
llilT of Gold before thofe Prince1Tes, and 
while they were viewing them {aid, That hi.r 
M~jefly need not be Jurprized ifherHtt.rband 
took nothing from him, becaufl they flw he 
had enoug!1 for him and his ChIldren to kve 
upon. 

HE had two Children at the Court of 'Per. 
jia, when he deliver'd up Candahar to the 
great Mogul; and perhaps he had not been fo 
much prefs' d as he was, if it had not been pre .. 
fum'd, that his Regard for his Children~ who 
remain'd as Holhges at 1 '/paha", would hin ... 
der him from carrying Matters to an Extre. 
mity; but having bciore his Eyes the Exam
ple of Iflla"..Kouti-Kan, another Governor of' 
lh~ ffovince, yet more powerful than h,~. 
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who was only brought to Court with his 
Children to be put to D..:ath there all together, 
he imagin'd that infiead of fdving the Lives 
of his two Sons, by repahing to Court, he 
fhould only haften their Death with his own; 
and chofe to take Refuge with the great Mogul, 
by delivering up Candahar tohim, happen what 
would, whereby he fecur'd his own Life, as 
well as the Lives of his Children; for whereas 
they would undoubtedly have been put to 
Death with him, if he had gone to IfPahan, 
the Fear of exafperating the Inhabitants of 
the Province of Candahar, and of rendering 
them irreconcileable, by putting to Death the 
two young Lords, who were de~ndtd frOIU 
their Sovereign Princes, oblig)d tH~1urt of 
Perjia, which hop'd one Day or other to re'" 
cover Candahar, not only to keep fair with 
them, but aifo to treat them with mOlt: Dif
tinction than ever; fo that they met with as 
much Favour from the KIng of Perjia's Court, 
as their Father receiv'd at th~ Court of the 
Mogul. 

THlS Policy of Schah-Seji had its Effect: 
under his Son and Succeffor Schah-Abas II. 
i'or when that Prince went in the Beginning 
of his Reign to befiege Candllhar, the PerJians 
who were in the Army that the M0gul fent 
to its Relief, and which compofed the greateft 
P3it of it, remember'd the kind Treatment 
1Pllch the Court of Perjia had fhewn to the 
Children of Atimerdan·Kan, and did not do 
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every Thing that they might have done to 
hinder Schah-Abas II. from making him[elf 
Mafier of it, and re-ec.tering it, which he did 
in 165'0. Since that Time it has al ways re
main'd in the Hands of the Perjians, not
withftanding all the Attempts which were af
terwards made by the ~reat Mogul Cha-Gcan 
to recover it. He caured it to be befieg'd in 
vain three feveral Times by two of his Sons, 
Sultan Vera and Sultan So/at, whom he fent 
thither one after another, each at the Head 
of an Army of 3 coooo Men; and when for 
Vexation that he had mifcarried, he asked 
,Alimerda'fJ-[(an if he did not know a Way to 
put him azain in Poffefiion of Caltda6ar, that 
Noble~ generoufly replied, That he /UIeW 

;rrrOt/;cr Way but to jilzd out a flcond Tray
tor tbat would betray It as he had done. 

W HEN 8chah-8o!Jman, Son to Schah
Abtls II. fuccf'cded his Father in the Throne, 
AurC1tgzeb then Emperor of Mogul, who 
had carried all his Points, and was un("afy to 
let Candahar remain longer in the Power of 
his Enemies, thought that the Diforder in the 
Affails of the Court of Perjia, and the 
Weaknefs of the Government, under a young 
unexperienced King, gave him a fair Oppor
tunity to undertake the Conqueft of that Place 
with Succefs. He was ftrongly tempted to 
it, and would have certainly gone thither, if 
he had not been diverted by the wife Coun
fels of the Pdnce1S his Sifter, who reprefeo t .. 
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td to him, that it would expofe the Glory he 
had acquir'd till then; that the taking of Can
Jahal' was not an eafy Matter; that the Ar
mies which Cha-Gehan their Father had fent 
thither had mifcarried; thlt as his own only 
confifted in a great Meafure ofPerjians, who 
ferv'd him not without Reluctance, and gave 
him but lazy Affifiance in that Expedition, 
he ought to expect the fitme Fate; that if he 
did not come off with Honour, it would be 
an indelible Stain to his Reputation; that, in 
fuort, he had not a great deal to gain if he 
fucceeded, but that if he mifcarrie-d, his Lofs 
would be infinite. Aurengzeb complied with 
thefe Arguments; and though ~e~ever he 
fent Ambafi'adors afterwards to the ... ~t of 
PerJia, the firR: Article of th~ir .Inftrua:iv~ 
Was always to demand the Refhtutron of Can
dahar" it was only look'd upon as n Matter 
of Form, and did not hinder the two Kings 
from living amicably, when they had nothing 
to skufHe for eliewhere. 

THUS the City of Candahtflr' remain'd to 
Perjia. It was a Place of the more Impor
t<luce to this Kingdom, becaufe it cover'd the 
Frontiers towards the Indies; and there was 
none fo fhong in aU Perjia, it having been 
fortified by European Ingineers, whom Cha ... 
Gehan the great Mogul employed there, 
while he was Mafier of it. As 'tis the great 
Thorow-Fare of the Caravans that go front 
Perjia to the lnt/in, or tbat return thither 
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trom thence, it has enrich'd it felf by the 
Stay which the Caravans make there, and 
which the Governors had the Art of protract:. 
ing. One may form a Judgment of its 
WeaIth, by the Tribute it p:1id to the King, 
whi~h was twelve Pound Weight of Gold 
for every Day in the Year, exclufive of many 
other Duties, Fines, and Forfeitures. It lies 
in the fame Latitude as I f}ahan, at the Dit: 
tanee of three hundred and fifty Perfi4" 
Leagues, which according to Sir John ChaT
din's Calculation in his Coronation of 80ly
man, make above four hundred and fifty 
French Leagues. As it was from this City 
that terribl,e Blow came which has ruin'd a 
Monarch;' fo powerful. as that of Perfia, I 
t:~1ight my felf oblig'd to omit nothing that 
might contribute to give a perfect Knowledge 
of it. Tavernier has left us a Draught of it 
in the Fifth Book of his Voyages to 'Per jia. 

THIS City therefore is the Capital of the 
Province where the Aghvans were difpers'd, 
living for the moil: Part under Tents, hke the 
Tartars, being inur'd to Heat and Cold, and 
all the Inclemencies of the Seafons. With 
them the Mafters, Slaves, Horfes, and Cat. 
tle lay confufedly under one and the fame 
Tent; and this People is fo accuftomed to 
Ordure and Naftinefs, that if a Horfe drops 
down dead by their Side, there they let him 
lie and rot, without being offended at the 
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Stench, or taking any more Notice of it, than 
if they had not the Senfe of Smelling. 

THEY live upon very little, as moit of the 
Eaftern Nations do, and put up with what 
they find, be it good or bad. In the March 
which they made through the Deferts, that they 
were oblig'd to pafs over to Ifpahan, they 
had no other Nonrifhmcnt than parch'dWheat, 
and their very General, the Uiurpcr Magh
mud, was in this rcfpect on the fame Footing 
as the mcaneft of his Soldiers. When they 
had made themfelvcs Mafrers of Zulja, a 
Town inhabited by the Armenian!, a good 
~larter of a League from [!pahan, they 
found Soap there, which they to?k and eat 
like Sugar, having never [een any r~e. For 
they have no Soap nor Lye, but Kenner.onl~_ 
Mud, into which they put their Linnen, and 
there knead it with their Feet, after whieh 
they wafh it in cold Water. They eat raw 
Cabbages, as a1fo Lettices, and other Sallad 
Herbs. 

N AZIR-U LLA, one of the chief Captains 
of the Army, being at the Houfe of an Ar
menian Merchant at ZuJfa, the latter prefent
cd him with a great Veifel, in which were 
feveral Pound Weight of Cloves, defiring 
him to tafre them. Nazir-Vila eat up all 
without any Ceremony, and though there 
were enough to have killed a Horfe, he was 
not fo much as incommoded by them. They 
have no other Table but the Ground, nor no 
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Cloth, but their Bread, which they bake in 
Pans in the Form of Pancakes. They eat 
their Meat half drefs'd, after having laid it 
over the Flames, or npon Live-Coals. In 
their greatefi: Entertainments they have no
thing more, and their only Drink is Water, 
there being fcarce any Nation perhaps that is 
more averfe to Wine. 

THEIR. Way of dreffing anfwers to the 
Coarfenefs of their Diet. They wear a Veft, 
whi€h hangs down to their Toes, and which 
they tuck up towards the Wafte, under which 
they have a very wide Pair of Drawers of 
plain Linnen, but their Legs are always bare. 
The better,Sort make ufe of Shoes or Slip
pers )Yh.cJthey ride on Horfeback, as alfo of 
.i'"~ort of Boots of very hard Leather, which 
w hen they have fitted on, they never pull off, 
but there let 'em remain till they rot away. 'Tis 
trne, that {ince they have made themfel ves 
Mafters of 'PerJia, they have begun to wear 
the Perjian Habit, at lean in Part, that is 
to fay, they ha ve taken the Veft which reaches 
no lower than the Knees. As to the reil: of 
their Habit, they h:lve not yet made any Al
teration in it, which bears fuch a mix'd Af.
pea: of Magnificence and Beggary, as is 
fomewhat ridiculous. For 'tis a ftrange Med .. 
ley, to fee under a Veft of Gold Stuff, a wide 
Pair of Drawers of coarfe Linen, and under 
thefe a Pair of Stockings that is yet coarfer ; 
for that is the Drefs of the chief Men of their 
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Nation now at Ifpahan. With thefe Vefts of 
Gold or Brocade, they make no Scruple to fit 
down upon the bare Ground, with their Legs 
t'xtended, not caring how they bedaggle them 
with Dirt. The only Thing they are neat in 
is, a long and broad Piece of coarfe Liilen., 
which they wear about their Neck, from 
whence it hangs down before them like a Slab
bering Bib, and which they make ufe of to 
defend themfelves from the Injuries of the 
Air, and efpecially to cover their Arms when 
it rains. As to their Heads, which are ihav'd, 
except a little Tuft of Hair which they leave 
at the Side of each Ear, they have nothing 
to cover them but a fort of Scarf, :which they 
fold feveral Times round, and on ti . falls 
down upon the Shoulder, while the ot 
Hands up in Form of a Creft upon the Head, 
which in the Manner they order it, looks ve
ry noble. Their Santons, who are, as it were, 
their Fryars or Priefts, are the only People 
that do not cut their Hair, nor on the other 
Hand, do they ever comb it. Their Com
plexion is not altogether black, but fwarthy, 
very brown, and inclining to black. They 
are very ill fuaped, but of a nervous and fO .. 

buft Corrfiitution, of infinite Skill and Agility 
on Horfeback; fo that if they let l1I1y Thing 
fall to the Ground, they eafily take it up, 
without alighting from their Horfes. 

As to their Women, they go bare.fac'd, 
contrary to the Cuftom of almoft all the Eaft. 
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They Wear Ear .. Pendants, either of Glafs, or 
fuch othtr Matter, which hang down to the 
Waifte. They have their Heads ihavJd as 
well as the Men, but then they wear Horfe
Tails round their Heads, which hang down 
backwards to the Ground. They alio make 
ufe of Linen Drawers and Buskins, and cover 
thel{ Bodies with a long Robe, which they 
tie with a Girdle under their Breaft~. 

BUT to come now to what is more the Bu
finefs of this Hiftory, in the Character of 
this Naticn, that is to fay, in Affairs Mi
litary, it mua be own'd, that there is not 
perhaps a People in the Wodd that has fo 
much IncEnation to War, and that is better 
form'd an~ train'd up to it, their whole Lives 
vedlg fpent almofl in one continued Robbery, 
after the Manner of the Tartars ~ and in ma
king Excurfions among their Neighbours for 
Plunder. 

As to their Manner of Fighting in a regu
lar Battle, they fall on thus: They place at 
firft in the Front of their Army, in the Na
ture of their forlorn Hope, the beft Troops 
they have, which they call Ndfackci and 
Rechtuvan, i. e. Butchers and IVrefllers. 
Thefe make the Onfet, and fall impetuoufly 
upon the Enemy, without obferving Order 
or Rank in their Attack, but pufhing forward, 
in order to open aWay for the reft of the 
Army, which after this firfi: Shock, finds 
much leiS Refillance. But when they are 
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warmly engaged, thofe NII/deket retire' id 
Flank to the Rear of the Army, where they 
form a Rear Guard, which is only to force 
thofe whom they have engaged with the Ene
my to fight, and to hinder any Body from 
falling back. When they perceive ene 
running away, they fall upon him, and force 
him to return to his Poft with fuch heavy 
Blows, that if he does not make haile, they 
kill him. We may judge~fthrir Refolution 
and Severity, by a Paffage that happcn'd at 
the Attack of the Bridge of A6ufot6ah. As 
a Soldier who was wounded there in his Right 
Arm only retir'd to have his Wound drefs7d, 
a Nafockci came to him, and dlOve him back 
to his Ranks, bidding him fight lwit~his 
Left Hand, if he could not with his Right'; 
and adding by Way of Banter, that if he 
fhould a1fo lore his LEft Arm, he mufr bite 
the Enemy with his Teeth. By this Difpofi
tion of the Order of Battle, an Army was 
indos'd, as it were, between two Fires, that 
of the Enem y in Front, and that of the Rear 
Guard on their Backs, which quite cut off their 
Retreat, fo that they were under an indif
penfable Neceffity, either to conquer or die. 
Thefe fame Nafockci are the Perfons whofe 
Bufinefs it is to carry off the Bodies (Jf thofe 
who :.ue kill'd in the Battle; but as to the 
Bodies of thofe who are flain in the Flight, 
nu Care is takeR of them. Befides the Sword 
and the Pike, which they manage very well, 
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,·they have alto Piftols, which begin to be very 
common amongH: them. Before they had 
conquer'd Pcrjia, they were half naked, and 
,had no other defenfive Weapons but a Buck ... 
'ler or Cuirafs of very hard Leather doubled~ 
But now they make ufe of fine Cuira1fes of 
Iroh,. which they found among the Spoils of 
their vanquifh'd Enemy. But as brave and 
rcl'olute as they are in the open Fidd and in 
Battles, they are altogether as lazy and cow
ardly in Sieges, which they know nothing of. 
So that there are frill fome fmall Towns in 
the Neighbourhood of IJpahan, of which 
they could never yet make themfelves Mafters; 
and if they have reduc'd all the reft, it was 
only by Stratagem, or by s;utting off the Ca
nals,.or by Famine, apd not by Force. 

BUT- one Thing which contributes as much 
to the Succefs of their Undertakings, is the 
exatl: Difcipline of their Troops. Perhaps 
there are no Corps where the Leaders have 
more Authority,' and are better obey'd. 
Though diipers'd in the leveral ~arters of 
I'/pahan, the Signal is no fooner given, but 
they repair in an Infiant to their Colours; 
and the Moment they took Poffeffion of I.r
pahan, the Towniinen were fo fafe and ie-
cure, that they might carry their Money in 
their Hands, or upon their Heads, withol1t 
fear of any Violence from the Soldiers. In 
the Tumult which happen'd when the Sultan 
Afzrlljf, who now reigns, was plac'd upon 
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the Throne in Maghttnttf.s ftead, and during 
which the AghvallS fought with one another, 
all the People of IJpahan, fhut their Shops, 
and kept clofe within Doors; but, as foon as, 
the Riot was fuppteffed, the new Sultan fent 
Orders the very fame Day to open the Shops 
on Payment of a great Fine, which was done 
immediately without any PJejudice to the 
pooreft Burgher. 

THE. IR Treatment of thofe who become 
their Prifoners by the Laws of War, has no
thing ip.. it 'of the Barbarity we find among 
moft of the other eafiern Nations. They 
look upon the feUing of them into Slavery to 
be a heinous Inhumanity, which they hold 
in Abhorrence. 'Tis true, indeed, that they 
keep them at Home as Slaves, and make 
them do the Drudgery ; but, befides that, in 
the Time even of their Slavery, they treat 
them with KindI1efs and Care; they never fail, 
if they do but pleafe th~m, to refiore them to 
Liberty at the End of a certain Term; in 
which RefpeCl: they differ as widely from the 
other Ajiaticks, as they do in Good-Manners. 
For they can't be reproached with an y of thofe 
incontinent and diffolute Extravagancies, fo 
frequent among their Neighbours; and if any 
of them are faulty in this Kind, at leaft it does 
not break out, and they conceai it to them
felves as a Vice which is neither common.nor 
authorized in their Country. 
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TH I S is the Character of the Nadon of the 

AjJvanf, who hav~ latelJ' conquered Per
fta, and probably would never have thought 
'of a Defign of fuch Importance, if they had 
not had a Man among them of a Genius above 
his,Countrymen ; and who at fuch a Diftance, 
difpofed Matters fo well, that he left his Son 
in a Condition to finifh what he had but jult 
drawn a Sketch of, and what he would never 
perhaps have ventUlcd to pufh fo far. 

THE Perfon I mean is the famous .L1:[yrr
Weis~ Father [0 Myrr-k[aghrnud, who de
thron'd Schah-Huffein King of, Perjia, and 
U nele by the Father's Side to Myrr-Af
zralJ, who fucceeded Maghmud, and reigns 
at this Day. The Author of the Account 
inferted in the kIercury for November 1726. 
was mifinf<;>rtlled, when he reprefented him as 
a Man born of the Dregs of the People. The 
Figure he made at Candabar twenty-five 
Years ago, and the Title of .flfyrr, or Lord, 
which he then was called by, plainly 1hcws· 
that he was no mean. Man; and certainly, 
if he had been of as baie ExtractiCUl as the 
Author of that Relation fays, either he wOllld 
not have been in a Condition to give that 
Umbrage he did to the Governor of CandalJar, 
or .he latter would not have earned it fo 
fair to hilll as he did, amidft the Sufpiclons 
he had of his Conduct. 

TH 1 S GOilerrior of Candahar, who was the 
firft Man that took Umbrage at the Conduct 
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of Myrr-Weis was Georgi-Kdlt, Prince of 
GeorgIa. This Prince after having goveu\led 
GeorgIa fome Time in Qyality of the Kan, or 
Governor, nominated by the King of PerJia, 
who, according to antient Capitulhtions made 
with the great Schah-Abas, cannot place ~ny 
Governor in Georgia, but a. Prince of· this 
Family, was weary of this Dependance, and 
took Advantage of the Weaknefs of the Per
jian Court, to free himfelf from the Yoak, and 
to refi.lme all the Rights of Sovereignty which 
his Ancefiors had enjoy'd. He was a great 
Captain, and the Army that was fent againft 
him, as foon as they were informed of his 
Revolt, could not have brought him to Rea
fon, if they had only attacked him with open 
J<'orce; but the Money that was flipped into 
the Hands of the chief Lords of the Coun
try, who are -diffinguiihed by the Title of 
EriJlaw,did what the Forces of '.ferJia could 
never have done. All thofe Grandees retied 
with their Troops, and the Prince finding 
himfelf abandon'd, ft'ad no other Courfe to take 
but to fly till he could negotiate his Return, 
and make his Peace. This he did with the 
more Eafe. hecaufe he was allifted with the 
Credit of hls Brother, who was at Court, where 
he officiated as Divan-Beg, or Chief.Jufticiary, 
which is one of the firft Office') in the King
dom. By his Means, therefore, he obtain'd 
a Pardon for his Rebellion, and was re-efta
blifhed in his Government. But as his pail: 
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dpd: render'd him frill fufpetl:ed at Court, 

took hold of an Opportunity which of .. 
ter' to remove him from Georgia, by giving 
him an honourable GOIllmiffion to the other 
End of the Kingdom. This OCt afton was 
oV\ing to an EmbJify from the Great Mo
gul. 

THIS powerfu"l Prince, who for above fif
ty Years, that he had loft Candabar, made 
no othe~U 1e of his PI ctenfions upon that City, ' 
but to trump them up whentvcr he had a Mind 
to make the Kings .of Per jia lJnea~v, fent a 
~reat ·and Hately Embaify to Schah-11u.{{ein, 
in the Be~inning of his Reign, to demand 
that Place of hun. The Court of Perjia, 
who took it for a Menace of \Var, rcf"olved to 
fortify themfelves on the Frontier towards Mo
gul, and chole the fame Geo1xi./(alt to com
mand there, that was lately re-eftablifhed in 
Georgia. No Body was more capable than he 
to fecure the Frontier againft th~ Enterprizes 
of the Mogul; and befides, his Capacity and 
Valour,_ whIch kept the Court in continual Un
eafincfs while he commanded in Georgza, might 
be employ'd wituout any Hazard at the other 
End of the Kingdom. He received Orders 
therefore, to fet out with his Troops, and to 
l'c;pair to Candahar, . to command in that Pro
Vince, and to watch the Motions of the Mo
gul; and, in the mean Time) Koflrou-Kan, 
his Nephew, was nominated to be his Lieu-

M 2- tenant 



( I ~l ) 

tenant in Georgia, and to govern it in Ibis 
Name. 

GEORGI-KAN behav'd in thisllcw GO'lern
ment to the entire Satisfaction of the Court, 
whofe Intenfions he purfued there to a Tittle. 
For as they were not for a Vi ar; and as they 
fent him to Candahar not fo much to make 
War, as to depri ve the Mogul of all Pretence 
and Temptation to it, he took carc, on the 
one Hand, to eftablifh fa good a Regulation 
in the Heal t of the Province, that the Mo
gul could not hope to furprize it; and, on 
the other Hand, to keep the reftlefs Agbvans 
he had under his Command within Bounds, 
and to hinder them efpeciall y from making 
thofe Incurfions, which they often took the 
Liberty to make upon the Lands of the Mo
gu], and which that Prince might have al-
1edged as a fufficient Provocation to fend anAr
my againft the Province. Such wife Condua 
which hinder'd any rifing at Home or Abroad, 
reconcil'd him totally to the Court. But the 
Thing that compleatly cancelled all old Suf
picions, and a1fo gain'd him a Share of Con
fidence, was the Intelligence he gave with 
refpect to Myrr-Wei.r; and which could on
ly proceed from a Minifter as zealous for the 
Intereft of the State, as he was able and clear
fighted to difcover every Thing that could af
fect it. 

As the City of Cand"har, which ferves for 
a Rampart to the whole Province, is the 
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1tlpngeft place in Perjia, Georgi-Kan faw 
'~*fentl y that that Province had nothing to 
fear"'from the Mogul, as long as aU was 
quiet at horne. This made him chiefly turn 
his Eye to the People that inhabited it, in 
order to ftudy their Character and Hl~mour. 
He' perceived that they were a rcftlefs tur
bulent People, nlturall y Warlikc) never 
pleafed, but when they 'Were making Ex
curfions upon their Neighbours; and fo 
brave and refolute, that they only want
ed a Leader to become as formidahle to their 
Sovereign,when they kncwtheir own Srreng,th, 
as they were to the Frontiers of their Pro
vince. lrlyrr-Weis feemed to him a very fit 
Perfon to act this Part. He was in one of 
the chief Stations at Calldahar, where he ex.
erelfed the Office of Chte/etltar, or Inten
dam for raifing the Tribute paid to the King; 
and he managed this Employment with a 
Generofity, Difintereftednefs, and Kindnefs, 
which won him the Hearts of the People. Ht; 
was exceeding rich, and made a very proper 
Ufe of his Wealth to oblige all Mankind, and 
co procure himfelf Friends and Creatures. His 
Liberality wa~ the more dangerous, becaufe 
it was accompanied with that gracious popular 
Air, as never fails to make an Impre1fion on 
the Vulgar, who are generally decei ved by it; 
and by whom he was, tht.refore, beloved even 
to Adoratwn. 
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THE Prince Georgi-Kan, no fconer pl:r

ceived what he was driving at, but he .te'JK 
Umbrage; and, a.fter having informed' the 
Court of his Sufpicions, he thought he could 
do nothing of more Importance for the Securi
ty of the Province, than to remove him fr6'm 
it, by fending him to Ijp(J.ball. In Tttrky 
they would nor ha ve ufed that Ceremony; and 
a pofitive Order to fend thr Head of Myrr
Weis, would have made both the Gov(rnor 
and the Court cafy, as to him: But in Per
jia, where the Authority, as defpotick as it is, 
is exercifed with more Lenity and Modera
tion, they were ob1iged to take other Mea
fures. The Governor, therefore, contented 
himfelf with fending him to Court, not indeed 
as a Prifoner, but caufed fo ftriCl: an Eye tG be 
kept over him, that he could not eafily efcape. 
At the fame Time he fent Word to the King, 
that if he had a Mind to fecure that Province, 
he fhould take care not [0 futrer ftfyrr-Weis 
ever to return [0 Candahar. 

THIS Proceeding of Georgi-I(an was a 
Piece of great Pohcy, as the Event fully 
proved; and Schah-Hu1fein would have 
been ftiH upon the Throne, ifhe had not de
viated from the Advice which this wife Go
vernor ga ve him; but Myrr-Weis by his In
finuations, foon rendered the Governor's Pre
caution and eounfel of no EffeCt. As he ar
rived at Court with the Character of a dan~ 
~erous and fufpicious Perfon, his firft Ap-
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p~rance there was in the Nature of a Gioz
-Tt,tzaCi:, or one that is always narrowly 
watd'led. But as [oon as he had Time to look 
about him, and to vil;w the Ground, what 
with his rupple and pliant Temper, his flat
to-ring ,1l1d engaging Behaviour, and the Splen
dor h~ li ved in, which alw<lys gives a MJn Credit 
in Courts, he found Means by his Friends to 
remove the PreJudlces whidl the Governor 
of Candahar had railt.J .1gainft him; :lnd 
though, partly out of Regard to Georgi-/(,:rr, 
they were not willing to fend him Home again, 
yet he was no longer watched at Court as 
a fufpicious Perfon, but frood on th:: f..lme 
Terms there with the other Courtiers, and 
even thofe who were moft welcome tb.:re. 

THE Expenee he put himlelf [Q there, 
which the great Riches he was MaHer of 
enabled him to [upport, had put him on a 
Footing which gave him Accefs to the great
eft Perf On!) at IJpaban. There was not a 
Houfe of any Minifter, or Lord of the firft 
Rank, where he was not heartily welcome; 
fa that any other Perfon in his Place that 
had only aimJd to be diftinguifhed at Court, 
would have been highly pleafed with his 
Deftiny. But Myrr-ff7eis, who had Views 
much more exalted, only confidered filch Re
gard at Court, as a proper Means to facilitate 
his Return to his own Country. This he la
bour'd by Degrees; and in the mean Time, 
that he might be a Gainer by the Force which. 
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was put upon him to fray at Ifpahall, 1Lnd 
by that fort of BaniIhment, which he ~b 
kept in at Court, he applied himfcdf to,.get a 
thorough Know ledge of it, and fiudied how to 
make a profitable Ufe of his Difcovcries. 

THE Oppofition and Antipatl-_y of the q'/o 
Factions into which the Court was divided, 
could not long efcape the Penetration 'of a 
Man fo quick.fighted and cunning as he was. 
He no iooner perceived it, but he refolved to 
make a third Party, by infinuatirig himfClfin
to the other two; and he conccrted hIS Mea
fures fo well, and fo artful! y covered his Dc
fign that he was never ftllpettcd by either. 
When he was in Company with Perfons of 
the fame Faction as the Prince Georgl-Kan, 
he thought no Encomiums too great to be
flow upon hlIn. According to him, ' He 
"was a Prince of the higheft Merit, one ofehe 
« King's moil: faithful Servants ; and one- of 
"the moil zealous Men for the publick Tran
t( quility. Never did any Governor difcover 
"fo much POle-fight, Attention, or Integrity. 
" In iliort, he was a Man born for the puh
'( lick Good; and the very Terror of his Name 
cc only, with the CharaCter he had for his Ca
e' pacity and Valour, had kept the Great Mo
"gul in RefpeCt, and hindered him from rna
"king a Difturbance.' He faid all this with 
an Air fo natural and fa perfwafive, that the 
Divan Beg, Georgi.Kan's Brother, thought 
it all fmeere, and could not help chiding his 
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BlOther in his Letters, for having ill-treated, 
anrl raifed a Sufpicion of the Man that was 
the nmfi devoted to him of aU the W orId ; 
that fpoke of him in the handfomeH: Terms; 
\nd that was no Ids than his Panegyrift at 
C~lrt. 

BoT when he happened to be with thofe 
of the contrary FaCtion,with whom he thought 
he might talk very freely concerning this 
Prince, his Language wal> the very reverfe. 
" Then he was a Man canker'd with Am bi
"tion, and in fome Contrivance againft the 
" Government. He had on1 y removed him 
"from Candahar, fold he, be<-aufe he thought 
"he looked over his Shoulders, and faw too 
"far into his Defigns, and bccaufe he was too 
(' zealous a Servant, to his Liking, for the 
"King's Interefts, and too well inclined to 
"mailltain his Countt ymen in their Obedi
"ence. Then he complained of the Difor
a ders committed by the Georgian Troops, 
"which this Prince had brought wlth him, and 
"which, fays he, ferve on] y [0 oppreis the 
"Province. Why fhould the Kingdom be 
" put to the Expence of maintaining an Ar
i'my, which has the Stain of a late Rebe1-
"lion frefh upon it, and which perhaps is bat
" tening at Candahar, only to begin a new one? 
"If there was an abfolute Neceffity for keep
Hing up an Army in that Province, it were 
~'much better that they fhould be Troops 
(f :md Generals of the Perjian Nation, who 
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, might be Gainers by the Abundance of a 
, Country fo likely to enrich them.) And 
upon this Topick he warmly prels'd'them, one 
afcer another, to have an Eye to this Govern
ment, by telling them how eafily they migh 
make their Fortunes there, without any N0ffe, 
and offering them his hearty Services to-that 
End. He back'd thefe Difcourfes, which he 
look care to time well, with Prefents of that 
kind, which are welcome from a fine Gentle
man, and which one would think might be 
given and received without any Conit:quence, 
though generally they touch to the ~ick. 
Thofe were fine India Calicoes, which are 
very much coveted in Perjia, and efpecially 
certain Woollen Stuffs, which are more prized 
there than CLoth of Gold. Having fo milch 
Wealth at his Command, he [pared uo Call 
to get what was the niceft, moft exquifite, and 
beft wrought of the Kind, and befiow'd them 
fa happ~ly lmong the chief Men of the two 
FatHons at C~Ul t, tlut he acquired an equal 
IntercH: with both. It was by thefe artful 
MLthod..;, this ful,tlc Management that he ab
folutcly demoltihed all Prejudices that had 
been raifed .1g,'ttnfi: him; and that from a Man 
who was fufpccred) and, as it were, :l Pri. 
foner of State when he came to Court, he 
callJe to be diftinguifhed there as a Confident, 
and to have a great Shat {" in the King's F a
Vour, to whom he was as a.cceptable as the maft 
fa voured of his Courtier:;. 
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,As foon as Myrr-Wets found himfclf in 

this Situation at the Court of I fPahan, he 
thought 'that nothing couldlOntribure more to 
~nfirm the good Opinion there entertain'd of 
h~ than fome popular At\: of GoodnefS, 
whiS~ might give him an Alr of Devotion, 
and mGke him efteem'd as a Man zealous for 
his Religion and Salvation. A Pilgrimage 
to Mecca was very proper to produce that 
Effe~, and to conceal frill greater Defigns, 
which we ihall lay open hereafter. 

THIS Pilgrimage is an Article which is as 
much recommended as any in A1abomet's 
Law. 'Tis even a Command obliging upon 
-fuch as have Abilities to do it, and are not 
hinder'd from it by fuch great Offices, and con
fiderablt: Employments, as do not admit 
of their Abfence. As fl,jahonJet is equally 
reputed both among the Pt:rjiallS and the 
Turks for the true MefliJh, and as their Dif
ference is only about the SuceeIror of thi::. 
falfe Prophet, the Precept enjoining the Pil
grimage to fiiecca concerns them all alike: 
But this Devotion is not near fo much in 
Vogue in Perfia, as it is in Tttrky, and the 
reft of the Mahometan World; efpecially 
finee the Reign of Schah-Aba! the Great, 
who left no Methods untried to run it down, 
and to divert his Subjects from it. 

THIS Prince, whofe Attention nothing that 
could in the leaft affect his Dominions ef
~apecl, perceived that Pilgrimages 9f this Na
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tUre to Mecca and Medina, always carried 
a great Qyantity of Gold out of his J<ing .. 
dam, becaufe the Pilgrims took no Gain with 
them but Gold Ducats, as well to pay the 
Tributes demanded by the Turks and ArlZ.J,r 

through whofe Lands they were oblige-l to 
pafs, as to defray the other Expenees of the 
Journey. In Order to remedy this Mifehief, 
he ddign'd not to cut off thofe Pilgrima
ges, which would only have ferved tofnghten 
t~e Populace, who are always fondly ill per
fritious, but to change the Time of making 
dIem, and to turn the Devotion of his Peo
ple towards another ObjeCt, which did not 
oblige them to quit his Dominions. For this. 
End he made Choice of a Place called Mef
zat, whieh Tavernter calls Meched, and 
Chardm, j}fetched~ in the Province of Cot·a.f
fim, and built there in Honour of one of 
their /mans, which they have in great Vc
m .. 1.ation, a ftately Mofqne, whilh was cal
led Iman-Reza, after the Name of that/man. 
As he knew the Devotion of the People is 
eafily led away by external Decoration, and 
the Magnificence of Ornaments, he fpared 
no Expence in this Refpett:, even fo far as [0 

cover the Dome with Plates of Gold. At 
the fame Time he annexed great Revenues 
to it, for the Maintenance of the Priefts 
that were to officiate there: And becaufe 
nothing makes fa much Impreffion upon th~ 
Subjec.ts, as the Example of the Prince, ~<; 
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was refol ved himfelf to make this Pilgrimage 
in Perfon, attended by his whole Court, and 
with all the Pomp that ufed to accompany 
Royal MajeUy. The Courtiers being fen
~ble that they could not make (heir Court 
t~'him better than by crying up this new 
Alt:.'1'!', which he had lately fet up in Oppo. 
fition'to that of Mecca, did not fail, when 
they came back, to make a great Noife of 
the pretended Miracles of Iman-Reza,which, 
though difcredited by People of Sente, were 
fo ftrongly believed by the Vulgar, who took 
them for real, that they addreifed all their 
Prayers this Way, :md by Degrees left off 
their Pilgrimages to .Alecca. The Succeifors 
of Schah-Abas followed the fame Plan to 
wean their Subjects more and more from a 
Devotion which was looked upon as preju
dicial to the Interefts of the State ; fo that 
it was rather tolerated there than fiIffered; 
and thongh Scbab-Httj{em was fomcwhat tC

lax in this Point, as he had been in other 
Maxims of his Predcccffors, yet the Pilgri
mage to .Alecca was ftill in great Dif~fteem, 
and few People in Perjia were tempted to 
make it. 

BUT this Confideration could not affeCl: 
Myrr-Wets, who though a Mahometan as 
well as the Perjians, was of a different Sect, 
the fame with the Turks. TI.~ two Sects, in
to which all the Mahometans arc divided, 
are diftinguifh'd by the Names of SHnnj and 
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Raft. The .former comprehends the Turks, 
and the other Followers of Omar; and the 
latter includes the Perjians, and the other Fol~ 
lowers of Aly. The Agh·vans, by fuhmitting 
to the Dominion of the Kings of 'Perjia, had 
made it an Article in their Capitulation, t~~t 
they ihould not be molefted fOf their i'teli
gioo, on Account of the Sect to whidl they 
adher'd; and never was any Trouble given 
them on that Head; confequently they were 
not furpriz'd at Court, that .A1yrr-Weis, be
ing an hondl: Sttmlt~ had the Devotion to go 
to Mecca, for which Pilgrimage thofe of that 
Sea have the higheH: Veneration. On the 
contrary, they were very much edified, to fee 
that a Man who liv'd f~ agreeably as he did 
at I/paha1J, had Power to withfiand all the 
Charms that might have kept him there, to 
follow the Dictates of his Devotion and Zeal. 
Befides, he obtain'd Leave to make this Pil
grimage with [he lefs Difficulty, becaufe in
ftead of carrying him back to Candahar, it 
remov'd him four or five hundred Leagues 
farther from it; for IJPahan lies almoft in 
the Centre between Candahar and Mecca, ha
ving the former on the Eaft, and the other 
on the Weft, inclining to the South. 

THUS did Myrr-Wt'is fet out for Mecca; 
which devout Pilgrimage deferves the more 
Notice upon his Account, becaufe it was the 
Foundation of all his future Undertakings. 
It ferves as the Epocha of the firft Blow that 
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he {huck at the PerJian Monarchy, and mull: 
be look'd upon a~ the Source of all thofe In
cidents, which afterwards prov'd its Ruin, as 
I fhall now proceed to fhew. 

THOUGH the Intrigues and the Manage
mcy).t of JrJyrr-Weis while he was at Canda
har;were Juftly fufpected by. the Govern
ment,~ who had Reafon to take Umbrage at 
it, yet there was nothing criminal in his Con
duct. There's all the Reafon'in the World 
to think, that he was not well affected to the 
State at that Time; but if he had any Views 
of Rebellion, they could only be founded on 
wild llrojecrs, which he .faw himfeW there 
was no Likelihood of bringing to pafs; and 
'tis very probable that he would have itopp'd 
there, if the Journey which he was fore'd to 
make to Court had not eli vefted him of a Pre
judice which had, till then, prov'd a Bar to 
all his Defigns. 

HE had all along depended fo much on hi$ 
Credit, on the Affection of the People, on 
his Power, on his Riches, and the great Num. 
ber of his Friends and Adherents, that he 
thought himfelf in a Condition to raife a Re
bellion in the Province, and to be Ma:fter of 
the capital City of it when he pleJfed. But 
when he bethought himfelfof the over-grown 
Power of the King of Pprjia, fuch as he 
fancied it to be, his immenfe Treafures, his 
Forces in all Pacts, the Armies which he kept 
in Pay on his Frontiers, and which upon the 
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firft Oroer would pour in uPOl6- him, and 
cruIh· him to Pieces, his Heart fail'd him. 
He look'd upon his Projects as wild Chima:ras . 
and it appear'd vifible to him, that the Con~ 
fequence of fuch an Attempt would only be 
the Ruin of himfelf firft of all, and that tnen 
it would give a lawful Pretext to aggdivate 
the Yoke of his Countrymen, who would 
blame him for it, and for ever abhor him. 

HE was full of thefe Ideas and Prepoffef
fions when he came to Court; but he had not 
been there many Months, e'&r he was of ano
ther Mind. This Power which he appre
hended to be fo formidable when he viewed it 
at a great Diftance, was much leffen'd when 
he faw it clofdy. He had indeed a great 
Number of Troops on Foot, but for moIl: 
part ill pay'd, ill kept, difgufted with their 
Service, [00 weak and diipirited to do any 
Thing of Moment, and cramp'd by the 
Divifion of the Minifters, one Part of whom 
minded nothing but to thwart the Projects of 
the other. Behdcs all this, he faw a King of 
a mean Spirit without Knowledge or Expe
rience, who knew not the State of his King
dom fo much as the loweft of his Subjects, 
a meer Slave to the. Eunuchs, who com
manded in his Name, and were more Kings 
than himfelf. fi1yrr-Weis." who was a 
Man o(Refleltion and good Judgment, when 
he faw the Confufion ()f Affairs, and the 
Weaknefs of the Government, could not exprefs 
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his Surprife, to fee that the State fubfifted· 
and he perceiv'd that it was more owing t~ 
its Reputation than to its Strength; and that 
confidering the low Condition, to which the 
I(ingdom was reduc'd, there was no 'Province 
:Cd fmall, but might fhake off the Yoke with 
Imp\nity, and fet it felf free if it had but 
the dourage to attempt it. 

W HA T he had all along thought impracti
cable, and as it were chimencal, in the 
Schemes which he had fometimes contriv'd 
for a Rebellion, appear'd then to him not on
ly pollible, but eYen eafy and infallible:. 
From that Moment he form'd and fix'd his 
Project; and the firft Thing he did in .Conre
quence was the Journey to Mecca. ,V If ATE V E R was his Confidence in the 
Credit that he had acquir'd with his Coun
trymen, he thought that in an Enterprife of 
fuch Importance as that which he had in his 
Head, there was an abfolute NeceihlY of 
binding them to his Intereft, by fomething 
yet ftronger than the Affection which they 
bore to him, and which might be of fuch a 
Nature." as indifpenfably to engage the whole 
Nation; and as there is no Tie more power
ful or efficacious than that of Confcience, he 
pro~fed to turn his Rebellion into a War of 
Religion, and to get the Sanction of a Law 
for it, to which even the moR: moderate of 
the Nation could not but pay a Deference, 
and a blind Submiffion. 
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'tJ{A'l' was the Motive of his Pilgrimage 

to Mecca, where,. after he' had perfonn'd th~ 
Devoirs of his Religion, he fent to defire the 
chief Doctors, who refided both at Mecca 
and Medina, that they would pleafe to gran,t 
him a particular and feeret Conference, in or
der to confult them, and take ~heir Or:nion 
on fome Scruples of Confcience, which had 
for a long Time difturb'd him. The Confe
rence being granted, Myrr-Weis open'd it 
with magnificent Prefents of all the rich eft 
and fineft Things that he could pick up in 
Perfia, and then told them, that though his 
Confeience had for a long Time prefs'd him 
to come to Mahomet}s Tomb, yet he rnuft 
confefs to them, that one of the chief Mo
tives which had at laft determin'd him to 
undertake that pious tedious Pilgrimage, wa, 
the Defile he bad of confulting th~ moil: 
learned Doctors of the Law., and the greateft 
Lights of the Mahometan Religion; that the 
Situation he was in of being reduc'd with his 
whole Nation under the Obedience of a he
retick Prince, had Harted Doubts and Per
plexities in his Mind, which nothing lefs. than 
an Authority fo irrefragable as theirs could 
fatisfy; that he knew that their Decifions 
were admitted as Oracles in all the" Courtt of 
the Eaft; that he would receive them for 
him and his Countrymen with the iame Re
verence) and that he would adhere to what 

- they 



( 167 ) 
$hey ihould pronounce, as much as if Maho .. 
met himfelf had decided it . 

. AFTER this fhort Preamble, he propored 
hls Doubts to them by Way of Cafes of Con .. 
l~ience. FIR S T, he defired to know, "Whe
~' t~er in the Oppreffion which the Perfi411s 
" w~e kept under, they could in Confcience 
" lay hold of any fd. vourable Opportunity to 
" recover their ancient Liberty by Force of 
" Arms, and free themfel yes from a Yoke, 
" by which they were cramp'd in the Exer
H cife of their Religion, the Laws of which 
" were violated every Day? 

" SECONDLY, he defired to know if they 
" were oblig'd to keep the Oath of AIle .... 
" giance, which the chief Men of each Fa
" mily had been forc'd, with the Knife at 
" their Throats, to f wear to Hereticks of the 
" Muifulman Law, [uch as the PerjilZ1J.r, 
" efpecially l.Onfidering the Non-obfervance 
" of the Conventions ftipulated, and Privi .. 
" leges granted under the Seal of the Oath 
,'- taken by the King, and not minded by the 
" Perjians" wllo not .content with all the Af
" fronts which they have loaded them with, 
" have juft now, as the laft Infult they can 
" fubjea ~hem to, put them under the SIa
" very of Ghiahours" (a Term that figni .. 
" fies Infidel, and which the Muffulmen in
" fult the Chriftians with,) who take away 
'" their \Vives and Daughters, carry their 
" Sons into Slavery to Georgi., and fell them 
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CC afterwards like Cattle; that moreover they 
" prophane and deride w hat was rnoft facred 
" in their Religion, and that many of them, 
" forc'd by the Georgians, had haJ the Mif
" fortune to abjure Mahornetifm, or elfe be. 
" ing fednc'd and drawn away by the Per
"Jians, embrac'd their Sc&-, both tor the 
t' great Prejudice of the Mahometan Reli
" gion." 

THESE two Cafes of Conft,ience were much 
the fame in EffeCt; for admitting that it had 
been decided as to the firfi, that they might 
in Confcience rebel againft their King, )tis 
evident, that from that Time they were not 
bound to their Oath of Allegiance. But pro
bably Afyrr-1Feis was very glad to put 
Things in the ftrongdt Light he could, and to 
have an Occafion by Favour of the fecond 
Cafe, to give a longer Detail of thoft Grie
vances of his Countrymen that were mon 
likel y to move the Com paffion of the Doc
tors whom he confnIted. 

BUT this Precaution was not very neceffary; 
and it may be faid, that confidering the Aver
fion, and even a fort of Abhorrence, which 
the T-urks, and efpecially the Men of the 
Law, have to the PerJians, from a Principle 
of Confcience and Religion, they are always 
ready enough to do them an Injury; for they 
hate them to fuch a Degree, that they common
ly fay, ,tis not fo great a Sin in the Article 
of wilful Murder, to kill forty Perjians, or 
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Men of Raji's Sea:, as to kill one Chriftian; 
and that in lawful War, 'tis more meritorious 
to kill one of thofe than forty Chriftians. 
Belides this COle of Avtdion, which is com
mon to all the Turks in general, with refpeCl: 
to t\e Perjian.J', whom they look upon as 
the moil: dangerous Hereticks, and the mofi: 
corrupt of their Religion, the DoCtors of 
Mtcca and Medina have other particular Mo
ti yes of Refentment and Enmity againft them, 
as well on Account of what Sch7zh-Abas the 
Great did formerly, by efiablifhing the PiL
grimage of Mefzat, in order to divert his 
Subjects from tha.t of }lecca, as in Purfuance 
of the authenti"k Excommunication, which 
thofe fame Doctors former! y fulminated againft 
the Perjians, upon the Inftance of Amurath, 
agaillft whom Schah.A6as made War with Ad. 
vantage. During the Confufion which the 
Turk was in, he imagin'd that nothing would 
be more proper to infpire IJi:; Troops with 
frefh Courage, and to animate them againft 
the Perjian.J' their Enemies, than to publifh 
againft them in the moil: flagrant Manner, a 
fort of Crufado, accompanied with all manner 
of Excommunications and Curfes: And as the 
I mans., or Priefts and Dotl:ors of the Law, 
who refide at ftledina and MeccaJ are held in 
fingular Veneration, not only in Turky.} but 
alfo throughout the Eaft, he defired them to 
puhliih the' fame in theil Name. 'Tis too 
long to be inferted here at large; 'tis fufficicn 
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to take Notice, that among the Grievances 
'Which are there p:lrticulariz~d, they reproach 
the PerJialls for not believing, that at the 
AIJdefl or Wafhing, it is lawful to wafu the 
Foot all naked, but only to fprink1e the Wa
ter lightly over,it; for never fhaving their 
Muftaches, but only the Beard of the ~hin, 
w.hich is the come1ieft Ornament of a Man, 
as a1fo for cutting it how they pleafe ; for llfing 
in their Shoes and Stockings t he holy green 
Colour, confecrated to the Banner of Maho
met, and for wearing the Red Turban. And 
finally, after having declar'd that they are 
branded as Hereticks in feventy Places of the 
Alcoran, that they are become abominable, 
that they are the Smk of all Manner of U n
cleannefs and Sins, that they are the moft in
folent and mott irreconcileable Enemie~ that 
the Turks have in the World, the MfJjti LOn
eludes in thefe Words: (See the Riftory of 
the Prefent State of the Ottoman Empire in 
1670' Ltb.II. cap. x.) "By Virtue therefore 
" of the A uthority which I have receiv'd 
" frorll Mahomet himieIf, and by Reafon of 
" your Wickednds and Unbelief; I publick
C( ly pronounce, that 'tis lawful for any Be
C( liever, pf what Nation foever, to deftroy 
., and root: you out. If he that ki11eth a Re-

" bel Chriftian... doth a Thing agreeable to 
cc God, he that killcth a Perjia1z doth one 
" that deferves a Reward feventy Times 
"greater. 1 hope alfo from the divine Ma .. 

" jefiy 
I 



( 17l ) 
I' jetty, that in .the Day of Judgment he will 
" make you ferveinfteadof Affes to theJew/, 
" that that miferable Nation which is the 
" Contempt of the Wodd, may mount and 
(( trot with you to Hell." 

THOUGH Schah.Abas, who Was perfooally 
braltded in this Excommunication, was not of 
a Chara8:er to be very uneafy at any Ana
thema from Mecca, yet he was not willing 
to be in Debt to the Turks on that Score; 
a~d in order to pay them Curfe for Curfe, 
he caufed them to be folemnly excommunica
ted in his 'Turn by his Szicheliglam, i. e. the 
High-Prieft of PerJia, and by Way of R<t
prifal for the Curfe upon the Per ./ians, e at 
they might ferve as Affes to carry the Jews 
to Hell, one yet more infulting was vented 
againft ~he Turks, wifhing that the Excre
ments of the Armenians might fall upon the 
Head of Omar,. whom the Turks acknow
ledge MahQflJct}s true Succeifor, and the 
greateft Prophet of their Law, next to him. 
This Imprecation is continued, even to this 
Day in Pcrjia; and as often as the Moutlat 
call the People from the Tap of the Mafques 
to come to Prayers, they £niili their Invita .. 
tion with that pious Ejaculation. 

FROM all this 'tis natural to infer, that 
Myrr-Wei.r play'd a fure Gam~ when h~ 
addrefs'd hirnfelf to the Imam of Mecca; 
and that it was in a proper Senfe, making th~ 
~erJillllJ own Friends their Profecutor~ He 
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had alfo all the Satisfaaion on the Part of 
thofe Dotlors that he expected; for they 
not only folv'd all his Doubts, according 
to his Defire, but they alio gave him the 
Decifion, or the Fetra·, in Writing, fign'd 
by the Doctors, feal'd with the Seal of 
Mecca, and veIled in a Word with aU the 
Forms that could render it moil authen. 
tick. 

I T was with this important Piece that 
lrlyrr-Weis return'd to IJjahan, more plea
fed with the Fruit of his Joumey, than ever 
was any Pllgrim of Mecca: His Return gave 
equal Pleafure to the two oppofite Fadions of 
the Court, each of which number'd him in 
their Party; and he reconciled them to him· 
felf ftill more, by curious Prefents of various 
kinds, which he brought from his Pilgrimage, 
and efpecially of the Banner of Meet a, which 
is the moft coftly, and the moil: coveted oye! 
all the Eaft. 

NEVERTHELESS, though after he was fur
nifh'd with the Dccifion at Mecca, he delay'd 
a great while to put himfelf in a Situation to 
make U fe of it for the Execution of his Pro-

jeCts, 

• Tim Is the N~me thry gIve III Turky II tk SO/utI'" .",h,," 
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jecb, yet he took great Care of difcovering 
the leaft Sign of Impatience to be fent back 
~o Candahllr. On the contrary, he never 
lhew'd more Indifference in that Refpett, thart 
when he was moft eager to return, and had 
moil: Reafon to with himfelfthere. He even af
fected to make believe, that he had taken a 
Fancy to IfPahan, and he often talk.'d of 
fending for his Family thither. 

THus he amufed the Court by an external 
Air of Indifference, till fame fair Opportunity 
fhould offer for his Departure. He hop'd in~ 
deed to lay hold of the firft that fhould pre
Cent it felf, but he did not forefee that one 
was like to offer fo foon, when upon Occa
lion of the moft trifling Incident to all A p .. 
pearance, he found Means to force the King 
and his Minifters to fend him back to Canda
har, as a Man of Confidence at Court) and 
upon whofe Zeal and Abilities they rely'd 
moft for the Maintenance of their Authority 
throughout the whole Frontier. 

AN Ambaffador arriv'd at that Time at 
Szamachi *, who was going to the Court of 
Perjia from the Czar of Mteflo7JY. The 
Gentleman's Name was Ifrael Oriz, an Arme
nian Adventurer, born at KapanJu in Perjia, 

who 

~Tavernier and Cbardin tall it Cbamak y J /;ut I" fhl /p'lJi"l 
~ tim W"J I hllw fll/q'IHd th, .4Nthor ~f my MeffJIlrs., The Go
-ulrnmtnl of Sz.amachi tAk,s 1/1 II Pllrl Pj Southern MedIa, QTIII 
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"ho .after having travell'd through Frllllee, 
'[talY, and Germany, ftHing Coffee in the 
Armies, lifted himfe1f a Soldier at lc;ngth in 
the Troops of the Emperor Leopold, and at .. 
tain'd to the Rank of a fubordinate Officer. 
Being a Man Qf Intrig~, he fQun.4 Accefs to 
the Minifters of the Court of Viennfl,. and 
becaufe he very well underftood the chief 
Languages fpoke in the Eaft, he was fent to 
Conflantinople to found the Difpofition of the 
Turks, with refpetl: to the Peace they had a 
Mind to propofe to them, and which was af. 
terwards conclu,ded by the Treaty of Carlo-
1VitZ'

1 
Then he pais'd into the Czar's Ser. 

vice, who made him a Colonel of his Troops, 
and who not being included in the Treaty of 
Carlowitz, employ'd him in his Turn at Con
flantinopte, to negotiate an Accommodation 
with the Tttr~-, being unwilling to bring him 
upoq. his Back, while he made W <l.r wit1l the 
King of Sweden, whom he intended to at
tack forth with. 

THIS Armenian having conducted the Ne
gotiation to the Czar's Satisfaction, he defir'd, 
that as a Reward for his Services, he would 
gratify h~m with the Embaffy to Perjill, as 
the meft pre ptr Means he could think of tQ 
enrich himfe1f in a little Time, becaufe as the 
Ambaffadors pay no Cuftoms in Perjia, he 
propofed to carry with him, which he did, • 
great Qgantity of valuable Merchandize, 
1>y which there was vaft Gain to be made, 

con ... 
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ronfidering the Exemption from the ordinary 
Duties. As foon as he ohtainJd a Grant for 
it from the CZar, he pofted to Vienna, where 
in MemMy of his paft Services, he alfo ob
tain'd Letters from the Emperor for the King 
of Perfla. From thence he went to the 
Court of Rome, where giving himfelf out for 
a Man of the firft Rank, that had a W orId 
of Credit with the Schifmatick Armenians, 
whom he would engage to bring into the Pale 
of the Church, he was fo fuccefsfill as to 
get a Brief for that Purpofe from Clement XI. 
for the faid King of Per Jia. 

BEING fumifh'd with all there Pieces, he 
arriv'd at Szamachi with a very great Red .. 
nue, as well of Armenians, who were at 
the Charge of the Embaff'y, as of Muflo
'Vites, who being defign'd for the Guard of 
the Ships which the Czar had in a Port of 
the CafPlan Sea, not far from Szamachi, ac ... 
'companied him to this City, in order to give 
the more Luftre to the Embaffy. I fhall not 
here enter into the Particulars of this Arme
nian's Conduct, who was more a Mer<>hant 
than an Ambaifador,., and fhall fay nothing 
more of him than what relates to my Subjed. 
'Tis hardly credible how much this Embaffy, 
as inconfiderable as it was in the main, alarm'd 
the Court of IJPahan,., to which two Things 
~fpecially contributed. Firft, his numerous 
Retinue, whicl1 however when he came to 
lfjahll1J~ was reduc'd to two hunared Per-

fonso 



( 176 ) 
fons. Secondly, Some Difcoorfe of his in. 
Pub lick at Szamacbi, where he faid he was 
defcended of the antient Kings of ",,{rmenta, 
and gave to underftand, that he did not re-. 
nounce his Rights to that Sovereignty. All 
this terrified the Court of Pf.'rjia, who did 
not believe that an Armenian, a natural born 
SubjeCl: of the King, fu pported by a Prince 
fo powerful as the Czar of }.tIufcovy, and 
with a Retinue as numerous as that which, 
'tis faid, he had at Szamachi, was come into 
Perjia without fome fecret Defign. As this 
Ambaffador boafied, among. other Things) 
tmat he would caufe all the Miffionaries to 
be mrn'd out of Perjia, by convincing the 
Court, that the Recommendations and Let
ters of the Chriftian Princes, by Favour of 
which they had found Protection in PerJia, 
were all falfe and fpurious Pieces, (Difcourfe 
which he ('hofe to indulge himfelf in to do a 
Pleafitre to the Armenzans, who as Schifma
tict.s, wiill'J the Miffionaries no Good;) the 
EtlrOpealu, who had the Intereft of thefe at 
Heart, dnd efpecially M Michel a French .. 
mall, fent to the Court of PerJia by the late 
King for the Interefts of Commerce, thought 
he could not perform a greater Service to Re
ligion, than to diffilade the Court from re
ceiving the Amhaffador. For this End he 
made ufe of the Alarm taken there at this 
Armellian's Difcourfc, and infiead of diminifh
ing increas'd it, by magnifying. fome Re ... 
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ports that were current about the pretended 
Predictions which theArmenialls pleafed them
felves fith, as being comain'd in their Ar
chives \ and wherein it was faid that the 
Kingdom of Armenia ihould rife or revive 
Qne Day, under the Protection of the Muf
covites. And, in order to render the Alarm 
fEll more preffing, the Ambaifador's Ana
gram was tacked to thofe PrediCtions, by fhew
ing that in Ifrael Orti were found the Letters 
il [era Roi, i. e. He /ball fpe King. 

An this took, indeed, but it had an Ef
fect at Court quite contrary to what was pro
pofed ; for during the Alarm at the pre
tended Projects of that Ambaifador, it was 
imagined he would not be fo formidable at 
If}ahan, if they could draw him thither, as 
he might be if they left him in the Coun
"try ; befides that they could not fend back 
the AmbaH"ador without offending the Czar 
his Mafier, whom they wert not willing to 
embroil themfel yes with, efpeciall y fince thp. 
Superiority which his ViClories had gained 
him over the Swedes. 

THE Governor of Szamachi received Or
ders therefore to fend the Ambaifador away 
to Ifjaban, where he was received with all 
the Tokens of Honour and DiftinCtion. He 
managed his Affairs there very well, with 
Ref pea: to his Commerce; and befides carri
ed it very even both to the Armmians and 
Europeans that were at IfPahan. He died 
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feveral Years after at AjJrac411, a ftaunch 
Catholick, to the Mortification of the ~ifhops 
of his own Country, whom he" w~.l1d nOL 

give Ear to; and he carried the 'P"l'etended 
Hopes of the future Re-eftablifhment of the 
Kingdom with him to his Grav:e. This I 
thought fit juft to mention here, that the 
Reader might have no ~eftion to ask, as to 
the Confequences of an Embaffy which did 
no great Harm to Perjia, from the Part 
where it was apprehended f but afterwards was 
the Caufe ofirreparab1e Mifchief from another 
Qrlarter, by the Ufe which lvIyrr-Weismade 
oftheConfufion which that Event had caufed 
at Court. 

THIS Man, who had more Senfe alone 
than all the Minifters of the Court put to
gether, could not imagine how Perfons that 
were at the Head of Affairs in fo great a 
Kingdom as that of Perjia, fhould be alarm
ed at any Thing fa chimerical as all that 
Stuff which was related concerning the Ar
menian Embaffador, and Embaffy; and, 
perhaps, nothing encouraged him more to 
put in Execution what he had been long con .. 
triving, but the Contempt which he enter. 
tained for the PerJian Court and Minifters. 
But how chimerical and frivolous foever were 
the Defigns with which they were alarmed, 
he refol ved, fince the Court thought them 
real, to make that the Foundation of the 
Scheme he had laid to be fent back to 

Ilia 
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his Province : So that inftead of opening the 
Eyes of the Minifters and the Court, to fee 
.bPw th~were impofed on, he made it his 
Endeav r Co fwell the Objetb, by aug-
menting d corroborating the Delufion as 
much. as ffible. No Body feemed more 
feriQufly imt>refs'd than he by every Thing 
that was faid of the future Re-eil:ablifhment 
of the Kingdom of Armenia. He created 
Diffidence and Sufpicions upon this Head, 
among all the Courtiers; and the Efieem 
which People had of his Abilities and Lear- ' 
ning added Weight to their Fears and Jea
loufies. 

BVT when he was in Company with the 
Lords of the Faction which was oppofite to 
that of the Prince Georgi-Kan, Governor 
of Candahar, at the Head of which was 
Lbe Prime Minifier himfelf, he did not ad
here to their general Plan, but entered into 
politick Views and particular Reflections, which 
tended to afperfe Prince Georgi-Kan, as the 
moil: dangerous Man in PerJia, and the moft 
to be miftrufted in the prefent ConjunCture 
of Affairs. At firft he gave them a terri
fying Reprefentation of the exorbitl\Pt Power 
of the Muftovi&es, who, fince the Defeat 
of the King of Eweden*, were in a Condi. 

t10n 
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tion to give Law to aU their Neighbours. 
" What." fays he, if the GeorgiaNs." 1 People 
" naturally reftlefs and uneafy, an4 always 
" well affeaed to the Mufcovites, .,'who are 
" of the fame Religion and Ritesl~as them
" felves, fhould take it in their" Heq,ds to_ 
ce improve the Opportunity, anl?t depend up
" on their Forces to fet themieIves at Liber
'f ty ?', As to this he made a Remark upon 
the Zeal with which the Czar had al way& 
efpoufed the Intereft of the GeorgiaNs at the 
Court of PerJia, to which he had often 
been trouble[ome, by his too frequent, and 
too preffing Sollicitations. "Has he not 
" attually with him, jays he, the Prince Sa
"nazarti-Kan, Coulin-German to Prince 
"Georgi-Kan, who has taken Refuge in 
" )1uflovy." where he inceifantly teazes the 
cc Czar to free Georgia from Slavery to '.Per~ 
(' Jia ? And he will not ceafe to prefs him 
" 'till he has brought hiW into it." From 
thence he directed them to caft their Eyes to 

the Danger that was to be feared from the 
Armmians, who being very numerous in Per-

jia, 
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(ia, ani-)eing poifeifed of vafi Riches, which 
they hact acquired in Tf\lde, would ventunl 
~~h their Lives, and Fortunes, as roon as 
ppportun,;~prefented to fuake off a Yoke 
which the bore with Impatience, and to re .. 
L..uVer'ffi.e a debt Freedom, which they for
merl y enjoy' under the Authority of their 
Kings. "What, fays he.l if at 1aft, while 
" the Mufcovites, on one hand, are enter
,. ing Georgia~ where they would be reeei .. 
" ved with open Arms; and while the Arme
K nians, on the other. hand, are rifing in the 
" Heart of the Kingdom, the Prince Giorgi
_C Kan, on his Part, fhould caufe the Aghva1tS 
" to rebel, and put himfelf at their Head? 
" Or if, after having called in the Mogul, 
" and delivered Candahar to him, he fhould 
" fall upon Perjia, already too much per .. 
" plext:d to face the Muflovites and Arme .. 
"mans, what would then become of the 
" Kingdom, when attacked on all Side~. 

How little Solidity foever there wa~ in 
all thefe political Vifions, which had no 
other Balis than the Chimeras formed in the 
Brain, as to the pretended Defigns of the 
Armenia/I A~ff.ldor from Mit/covy, they 
were as well received as if there had been 
nothing better founded and more real; and 
the Effetl: of them was more fpeedy and vio.
lent than Myrr .. 1Yeis expcaed. 'Tis .true 
that the Jealoufy of the Faction, which op
pofed Prince Georgi-I(an, did no Prejudice 
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by giving ,fome fort of Sanction to the Suf ... 
picion which Myrr-Weu had caft ~on his 
Conduct 

THE Prime Minifter, and his whole Fac
tion took Fire upon it, and fa warihlyalarm
ed the King concerning the i1I!r.1inenr Da'tr
ger which the Province of Candahar was ill', 
while in the Hands ofa l~rince Juftly fufpetled, 
and whom they did not dare, however, to reo 
cal from thence, that they determined him to 
fend fifyrr-Weis thither immediately, as the 
fitteft Perfon to th wart the PraClices of the 
Governor, Jnd to make Head againft him, if 
he ihould offer to flir. And to the End 
that the Marks of his Efteem at Court might 
give him the more Authority in the Country, 
the King honoured him with the Calaate J or 
Royal Veft, which he received in Prcfenc:/ 
of the whole Court; and caufed new Patents 
to be difpatched, whereby he re-eftablifhed 
him in the Exercife of his Office with a. 
more ample Power than he had held it be
fore. 

BEHOLD, therefore, Myrr-Wei.r returning 
in Triumph to his own Country, with the 
Favours of the Court hea~d on him, and 
Letters of Recommendation ill his Pocket to 
Prince Georgi-Kalt from all his Friends~ who 
gave him a mighty Charatler of the Bearer, 
and efpecially from 'lJivl11l::Beg, the Prince's 
Brother; wherein he gave him to underftand 
that he could do notlllng too much in Ac-

know .. 
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lmowle,!gmcnt, f(lr all the good Things which 
¥yrr-J'YeiJ had faid of him, during his Stay 
at Court. 

Anou'; the End of the Year 17°9.' he 
ar~dJt'(}a1Jda/;ar, where he was received 
as the Saviaur and Hero of his Nation. He 
k>ft no Time there; but, in order to make 
his Advantage of thr Troubles and Alarms, 
in which he had left the Conrt, he atted his 
Part fo well in a few Days, that by the Fa
vour of the Confidence which he had acquir
ed with the Governor, he found an Oppor
tunity to aifaffinate him, when he leaft of all 
miftrufted him, while at the fame Inftant 
the People, who l1ad taken Arms, put all the 
Georgian or Pcrjian Troops that were in the 
Garrifon to the Sword. 
A~ foon as the Expedition was over, and 

every Thing in Candahar quiet, he called 
;he People together; and, aiter havini::, con
gratulated them upon the Courage and Refolu ... 
tion, with which they had freed themfel yes 

. f,rom the Oppreffion they were under by the 
Georgians, he told them that this was not 
enough; and that the next Thing they muft 
do was to maker'" Struggle for their Delive .. 
ranee from the Slavery and Tyranny of the 
Perjians. That, as to the reft, he could af
fure them they had nothing to fear from the 
RefelJtments of the Court ; that befides 
their being too far diftant to be attacked in 
a Trice, all Things were in fuch Contil" 
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flOn there, by the Clafhing of the Parties 
with one another, that they were riot able 
to undertake any Thing to their Prejudice '; 
that even if they ihould, the Muflovite.r, 
the Armenians~ and the Georgiafist_<J¥pnld 
cut out fa much Work for the ;Court, that 
they would have many other Things to 
do, than to think of recovering Candahar; 
and that, happen what would, it muft coft 
them a great deal of Blood, befole they could 
carry their Point. That, if they had any 
Hearts, they fhould think of nothing here
after, but how to maintain themfelves by Arms 
in that State of Liberty to which they were 
now reftOled ; that they ought at laft to be 
weary of paying fo many Tributes; and that 
die Independency which they were going 
to live in, would feeure them from the in~ 
tiable Avarice of the Governors, who in
riched themfelves at their Expence, and who 
feemed to be fent among them for no other 
End, but to make their Fortunes in a little 
Time. 

THOUGH this Speech was fo path erick, 
yet it met with Oppofition from many of 
the chief Men of the Cou'btry, who did not 
approve the going on fo faft', nor the pufh
tng of Things fo far. They ipokc in their 
Turn, and reprefented, that what had been 
done againft the·Georgkl1Js was juft, and car
ried its Excufe along with it: That, after fo 
many Infults from thofe Infidels, upon the 
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Honou~ of their Wives and Daughters, they 
ought certainly to be extirpated; but that 
they fhould fiop there: That to talk of a 
Rebellion was the Way to ftain the Nation 
by_ a B!,9t that would for ever difhonour it, 
and "WbiCh they abhorred to think of: That, 
in iliort, they had a King, whom they owned 
for fuch, and to whom they had fworn Al
legiance; and that they did not fee how ther 
could in H01lour or Confciencelbreak the Oath 
which they had taken to him. 

THOUGH lrfyrr-1Yets perceivJd the lm
preffion which this Remonftrance made in 
the Aifembly, efpcciaHy the Part relating to 
the Oath of Allegiance, he was not willing 
to ftop the Effect of it, as he might have 
done immediately. He gave aU the Liber .. 
Ity of Speech to thofe who were of an Opi
nion contrary to his, and who by infifting fo 
much on the O.1th of Allegiance, which 
they continually fet before the Eyes of the 
People, had cooled the Pallions of thofe that 
were tliC hotteft, and reduced them to Sen
timents of Moderation. But after he had let 
them fpend all their Ammunition, he fpoke 
again, faying, " That the Scruple they had 
" as to thclbbligation of an Oath of Alle
" giance was lawful, and well grounded; that 
" he labour'd under that Sl:ruple a lOl1g 
" Time himfdf; that for the many Yean 
" he had been contriving how to free his 
" CO\lOtry from the Slavery under which it 
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I, groan'd, this fingle:Confideration of tbe Oath 
" was all that had reftrained him; that though 
" the Contraventions of the Perjians, witt 
" refpefr to feveral confiderable Articles of 
" their Capitulations fworn by th~~ ~jpg, 
" feemed to excufe them from bemg any 
" more fcrupulous of the Oath they had taken 
" to him, than they were as to the Oath by 
" which the King had bound himfe1f to them, 
" he did not mean that the Infidelity of others 
" 1hould be an Example proper tor them 
" to follow, or which could quiet their Con
" fdences; that no Body paid a greater De
" ference than he to the Obligations which 
" were impofed by an Oath of Allegiance ; 
" that he was always perfuadt:d that no Pre
" text or Confideration could free him from 
cc it; that he- had a long Time perhited ii .. 
" thofe Sentiments, and fhould frill perfift 
(( therein, if he had not been compelled to 
" fubmit to the moft awful Authority in their 
" Religion, and to which they themfelve6 
" could not difpenfe with their SubmiiIion." 

W HEN he flid thefe Words, he pulled out 
of his Pod.et the Fetfo, or the Decifion which 
he had bronght from Mecca, and cau[ed it 
to be read before the whole Am~mbly; which 
had fo fpeedy and compleat an Effect, that 
the moft fcrupulous immediately confented, 
and there was no Body who did not think 
themfehtes not only warranted by the Au
thority of the DoClors of Mecca, and' Mt-
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Ji~bt ev~ obliged in Confcience to take 
Arms agalnft the King. And becaufe that, 
~t1:er a Refolution of this NatU!e, it was ne
ceffary to give fome Form to the Govern
ment, Af.yrr.fYeis, who was very glad to 
lay holo of the Temper he found the People 
in, preffed the Aifembly to make fuitable Pro .. 
viGon. They were not long in deliberating: 
The common People, whQie Darling he was, 
and who looked upon him as ,the Reftorer 
of their Liberty) and the Father of their 
Country, named him on the Spot, with Ac. 
clamations, Prince of Candab61r, and General 
of the Troops of the Nation, leaving the Con
duct of all An-air~, poth of F eace and War, 
to his Care. 

Bu T as he wanted Time to {:onfirm him
relf in his new Dominion and to put himfelfin 
a Condition to refift the Forces that might 
be fent againft him when the Court had Ad. 
vice of his Rebellion, his firft Care was to 
a,mufe .the Cqu,rt, with refpect to the Tranf
actions at Ca1tdahar. Therefore he fent Ex
preifes thither, whereby he gave the King 
and his Minifters to undcIHand that the In. 
furrection at Candahar, was only owing to 
the Licentioufnefs and Tyranny of the Geor
gian Troop~, who liying in that City, as 
10 a Town which they had taken by S~orm, 
and indulging themfel ves 1n the mott fcan
dalous Outrages againH: the Honour of their 
Wive~ and Daughters, had fo exafperated alt 
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the Inhabitants, that it was not poffibte \Q f'!" 
ftrain them flom facrificing them to their Re
venge : That he hoped this would be of nc» 
Confequence; and that he would omit no
thing on his Part to do the King all the Ser
vice upon this Occafion,which his Majefty had 
Reafon to expect from his Loya1ty and Zeal; 
and to maintain his Nation in the Obedience 
they ow'd him : That in the mean Time he 
thought it his Duty to reprefent to him, that 
according to the Difpofition he found in 
People who were fcarce recovered from their 
Indignation and Rage againft the Georgians, 
for their Infults, it was proper to diffemble, 
and to give [hem Time to be calm; that other
wife if they faw the Court inclin'd to take 
violent Refolutions againft them, he would 
not be fure, whatever Effort he made to op'" 
pofe it, that they would not rufh through 
Defpair into the Hands of their old Mafters, 
and call them to their Affiftance, which would 
kindle a fatal War, the Confequences whereof 
were to be feared. 

SUCH was the Difiance from Candahar to 
1bahan, that it was fcarce pollible to be well 
inform'd of the Truth of Things at Court, 
where they believ'd, or pr-etende~ to believe, 
that every Thing was true as he reported; 
And the Confiderations he made ufe of to 
hinder the Court from undertaking any Thing, 
had the more Weight, becaufe they were 
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~k;.d by 'the chief Leaders of the Faction, 
who were the Caufe of fending him back to 
Qandahar, co contrive the Ruin of the Prince 
Georgi-Kan. Their Jealoufy could not 
bi'pok that fo confiderable and rich a Province, 
fhould be in the Hands of the Georgians, to 
the Prejudice of the Per-Jians. Bdides, the 
Court was too much alarm'd ftiU by the 
Chimera's of the Kingdom of Armenia, to 
have any Inclinatiun to involve it felf in 
frelh Broils. Thus they fuffer'd the Re
mainder of this Year, and all the next, to 
Hide away, without giving the leail: Diil:ur
bance to the Rebe!s, according as Myrr-Weis 
had indeed forefeen; 'and he had all that Tinle 
to fortify himfClf, in cafe they ihould come 
to attack him. 

AT laft, when two Years were near expir'd, 
viz. in 1721. when they were fully rccover'd 
of all the Alarms which the pretended future 
Re-eftabliiliment of the Kingdom of Al'me
nia had fill'd their Heads with, they turn'd 
their Eyes towards Candahar, and prepart .. d 
to take effectual Meafures to reduce the Re
bels to Reafon, and to recover a Province, 
which was look'd upon as one of the moil: im
portant of the Kingdom. 

THEY cottld not have taken wifer Meafiues 
for it than they did; for as no Body could be 
more concern'd to rtvenge the Death of the 
Prince Gcol'gi-/(an, and the Georgians, who 
had be~n maffacred with him in the Rebel-
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lion of CtllIdahar, than a Prince of the\{aaY
Family, and Troops of the fame Na~on, 
they chofe for General of this ExpeditioIil, 
the Prince Koflrou-Kan the deceafed's Net 
phew, and gave him an Army, conilibng for 
the greaten Part of the Georgians his ::)ub
je8:s. The Court found a double Advantage 
in it; for bdides the Service it prov'd to them 
againft the Rebels, it confiderably wetiken'd 
G~orgia, of which they never tbought them~ 
felves very fecnre. Mean Time, for Fear 
leaft the Georgians fhould be too cock. a-hoop, 
if they alone ihould gain their Point over the 
Rebels, and leaft, valuing themfelves on their 
Succefs, they :fhould be tempted to undertake 
fomething upon their own Strength againft 
the State, a confidcrable .Mody of Perfia1l 
Troops was join'd to them, who by fharing' 
the Honour of the Victory with them, would 
be in a Condition to hinder them from making 
an ill Ufe of it. 

NOTHING in the World could have hap
pened better than this; and the Rebels would 
have had all the Reafon in Natllre to have re
pented of their Rebellion, if, as Myrr-Wei.r 
really forefaw, the Divifions at Court had not 
ruin'd all thofe great Preparat~ons. The 
fame Faction, which by procuring the fend
ing back of Myrr-Weis to Candahar, had 
canfed the Death of Prince Georgt-Kan, and 
the Rebellion of the Province, was concern'd 
to thwart the Expedition of this Princ~:s Ne.-

phew. 
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jIP~w. They apprehended, that jf he fhould 
fucceed, a Service of that Importance would 
~nder him too great in the King's Opinion, 
and that he would find an Opportunity to 
let him ..know the Intelligence which that 
Faltion had held with Myrr-Weis, and <:on
fequentl y the Concern it had in the Rebellion. 
It was therefore not doubted, that if the Re ... 
bels had been wolfred, he would have been 
Mafter of a great many Secrets, which could 
not be ftifled, but by difappointing the Expe
dition which was prepanng againft them" 
Confequently the Anti-Georgians look'd u~ 
on it as the main Article on which their ere. 
dit and F"rtune turn'd; and Myrr-Weir 
would have had this Advantage in his Rebel. 
lion, that as he was much concern'd to be in 
'a Readinefs to ward off the Blows that were 
coming upon him ~ he had Friends in the very 
Miniftry at the Court of PerJia, who were 
no Iefs concern'd to take off the Force and 
Edge of thofe with which he was threaten'd. 
For this End forne Engines wefe fet at Work, 
which, though private, and qut of the Way, 
were not the lefs effectual. Three were em
ploy'd efpecially, which were enough to have 
dafu'd the beft concerted Projects in the 
World. The firft was with regard to the 
Money which the General was to receive for 
the Pay of the Troops during the Campaign. 
The Sums had been regulated according to 
the Stat~ of the Army in the King's Council, 
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and the fame were accordingly allotted. This,' 
which was only a Matter of Confultation, could 
not be attended with any Difficulty, hoth b~ 
caufe it was a Thing of Courfe, and the ra-t 
ther, becaufe it was regulated in .. Preience 
of the King himfelf, who had this Expe
dition very much at Heart. But when it 
came to be put in Execntion, in which the 
King had no Share, and they wen: forc'd to 
have Recourfe to the Trcafurers and fubordi
nate Officers, a thoufand Ways were invented 
to elude the Orders which had been given in 
Council; and fuch Minifters as had publick
ly authorized them by their Suffrages, were, 
under-hand, the moft forward to defeat them. 
There was not only a Delay in the Payments, 
which coming too late, and after the Blow 
was given, difabled the General from the' 
Power to make ufe of them for the Execu
tion of his Defigns, but fo many other Pre
tences were flaTted, that notwithftanding all 
his Solicitations and Remonftrances on that 
Head, he could never get more than one 
third of the Sum which had been promis'd 
him, and which was abfolutely neceifary for 
the Sncccfs of his Expedition. 

THE fecond Obftacle he met with, was ow- " 
jog to the Perjian Troops that had join'd 
1m Army, and which heing loth to obey a 
General that was a Foreigner, had defir'd 
that they might be commanded by an Officer 
of their own Nation, and hy him only; which \ 
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was of very fatal Confequence for the parti ... 
c~lar Service. For though this [pecial COID

martding Officer was fubordinate to the Gene
ral on {orne Accounts, and with refpect to 
the fubfraPltial Part of the Expedttion) yet as 
a Dependance on any fuperior, and efpecially 
on one that is a Foreigner, and therefore 
odious, is always difagreeable to a Comman
der, who is at the Head of a confiderable Bo. 
dy of Troops of the governing Nation, there 
were a thoufand Inftances wht'rein the latter 
fhew'd his Opinion of his own Merit, by 
evading and thwalting the General's Orders; 
and he did it with the lefs Decorum, becauf~ 
he was vt'ry fenfible, that infiead of its being 
ill taken at his Hands, it would render him 
acceptable to the Fatl:ion of the .Alttt-Geor
!,ians, who had recommended nothing fo 
much to him, as to behave in that Manner, 
and to be as diiagreeabJe to the General as 
he pollibly could. 

BUT the moil cruel Engine that was em. 
ploy'd againft him, and what was the princi_ 
pal Cauie of his Ruin, and the Rout of his 
Army, was an Officer that was appointed, as 
it were, to do him Honour, and by Way of 
fpecial DiftinCl:ion, in ~aJi[y of Intendant 
or Steward' of his Houfhold. For this Pur, 
pofe a Man was chofe of a crafty infi
nuating Temper, who i1y Favour of the Ac
cefs which his Employment gave him to the 
General, introduc'd himfelf into h~ ConE-
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dence, and difcover'd his Secrets. 'Tis not 
faid, whether this Officer was chofe in Con
cert with Myrr-Weis; but ,tis certain, that 
he himfelf could not have made a betteli, 
Choice, ,and that the Wretch prov'd a Spy 
that exactly inform'd him of all the DefignS' 
and Counfels of the Army that was fcnt 
againft him. This unhappy Spy did worfe 
than all this; he went over to the Rebels, 
and ferv'd them as a Guide to IJ)ahtJlI. 

I T was not pollible, but an Expedition 
thwarted in fo many Refpeets bl thofe who 
were trufied with the Direction of it, muft 
have a fatal nfue. The Delays on one hand 
in the Payment of Part of the Sums that had 
been promis'd, and on the other hand, the 
affected Slownefs of the Perjian Troops to 
join the Georgians, were the Reafon that the 
Army arriv'd too late at Candahar, and that 
it did not enter the Province, but at a Time 
when Myrr-Weis had taken fuch Precautions 
that it could not fubfift there. 

THIS Leader of the Rebels, whore Intelli
gence of the State of the Enemy's Army, 
of its March and Defigns, was the more to 
be depended on, becaufe he had it from fome 
of the vel y Minifters who directed the Ope
rations of it, was inform'd of the precife 
Time that it was to enter the Province. As 
he was not in a Condition to undertake to re
pel it, by oppofing Forces that 'Were equal 
or fu perior to it, he attempted to ruin it 

by 



( 19S ) 
by depriving it of the Means of Subfif
tance. 'Twaq with this View, that after 
he had dilIgently gather'd in the Harveft, 
'.l;1d fent all the Corn from the Country to 
'Candabar, he march'd out of the City, at 
the Head of his Troops, and went and made 
fuch Spoil in all the neighbouring Countries 
for feveral Leagues round, that when the Ar
my arriv'd near Candahar, it found neither 
Provifions nor Forrage, nor had any Hopes 
of getting any eliewhere, the Excurfions of 
Myrr.ff:ezs having oblig'd all the Country 
People to retire with all their Effects to iome 
Place of Safety. 

AT the Entrance therefore of the Cam
paign, the 'Army labour'd under all the In
conveniences of Sc:.ucity, which arc feldom 
ielt but at the End of an Expedition. Upon 
this <:nfued a Mifunderftanding between the 
Georgians and Perjians, t'he latter complain
ing, that the General was more wncern'd for 
the N ('ccffities of his own Vaffals and Geor
gzans, than he was for theirs. They would 
fain indeed have drawn the Rebeis into the 
open Country; and confidering the general 
Scarcity throughout the whole Army, it was 

,the only Refource they had left; but they 
had to do with an Enemy too cunning to com
mit the like Fault. Myrr-WeiJ frood with 
his Arrns folded upon the Walls of Candahar, 
from whence he caft an Eye of Concern upon 
the C6nfedera~e Enemy's Army, which was 
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wafting it felf to no Purpofe, being refolv'd 
not to fiir out till he fa w them retreating. 
Mean Time his Troops, who were fhelter'd 
in the Town where they wanted for nothin~ 
only waited for his Orders to follow-him, and 
to fall upon the Rear-Guard of the Army, 
as foon as it fhould decamp. 

THE y did not wait long. The PerjiallJ', 
who could not bear the Heat of the Sun, 
and were in abfolute Want of Forrag(', an.In
convenience fo much the worfe for them, be
cauie their Armies conrift for moft Part of 
Horfe, defil'd or rather extorted I .. eave of 
the General to retire; which put him alfo 
under ~ N eceffiey of retiring with his Trcops, 
which heo{ent before with the Baggage, keep
ing himfelf in the Rear-Guard with the 
Flower of the Troops, to cover their March: 
jJIyrr-lVers, whofe Eyes were every where, 
did not yet know whether his Decampment 
was made in Eamefr; or in Jeft; but he was 
foon let into the Secret, by the Treachery of 
the Intendant that was plac'd with the Gene
lal; who taking Advantage of that fort of 
Diiorder which always attends the Retreat Qf 
an Arniy, ran away with the News to Canda
har, where he took off the Mask. and join'ct 
the Rebels. 

MVRR-WEIS who had only waited for 
this Moment, immediately took the Field at 
the Head of a great Body of Troops, all fref} 
Men, who having an Enemy to oppofe, that. 
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was already fatigued by Heat, and weaken'd 
by Poverty, went to the Battle as to a certain 
¥itlory, of which they could noc fai1. Be
ing mounted upon fre1h HOI fcs, ~md. ha v ing 
do other Incumbrance but their Arms, they 
were foon up with the Rear-Guard of the 
Enemy's Army. At firft they only harraf
led it by a few Skirmiihes, to give Time for 
the Arrival of a Reinforcement that Myrr-
,,pets expected, which could not march fo 

faft as the Hori~, viz. a Body of eight hun ... 
dred Camels, which carried two Soldlers each, 
Back to Back, armJd .h. great Carbines. 
This Reinforcement w'no fooner arriv'd, 
hut they fell on all Sides upon the Rear
Guard, which was aU cut in Pieces, ~ith the 
General. JtJ.yrr-Weis immediately after this 
:rft ExpedItion, went and fell upon the Per
/lanTroops, that were retiring with the leis Ap
prehenfion or Precaution, becaufe they thought 
~hemfelves fecur'd by the Real-Guard, of 
whofe Defeat they were not inform 'd. He 
mad~ a bloody Sl;mghter of them, and car
ried away all their Baggage. One would 
have imagin'd, that ..fifyrr-Weis would have 
thought two Vic10ries enough for the Work 
of one Day; huwever, he did not flop there, 
~1It refolv'd t9 attack the Bodf of the Geor-

'lr,ian Army J ~hich was marchmg homewards 
(he other Way. But he was check'd in his 
J\rogrefs, by a TlOOP of five hundred Geor
~ans, who, though furrounded on all Sides, 
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detended thernfe1 ves with fo much Refolutim1 
and Courage, that they cut their Way through 
the Enemy Sword in Hand, and went and 
join'd the Body of their Army, which per
haps would have been ftlrpriz'd in their Mard'!, 
and defeated as well as their Rear-Guard, ha~ 
it not been for this timely Intelligence. The 
Refiftance which :J;lyrr-TYeis met with from' 
thofe five hundred Georg.ians, made him give 
over the Thoughts of purfiling the main Body 
of an Army confifting of fuch good Troops, 
and he return'd with his Aghvans laden with 
Booty, to Ca11dahar., being follow'd into the. 
Town with all the Baggage of the Enemy's 
Army; and though they had been twice vic
torious, they could not help doing Juftice, 
even at their own Expence, to the Bravery 
of the Georgta1u~ faying, That tnl' "Pf'Tfiar:: 
were lJ1tt Women compar'd with the Aghvans) 
a1ld the Aghvans but Womm compar'd wltb 
the Georgians. 

THE Death of J(oJlrow-Kafl, the Gene
ral of the Army, who was killed in Defence 
of the Rear-Guard, was the moR: confiderable 
Lofs that Perjia fuftain'd on this OccaGon, 
a.nd which it was the more difficult for it 
to repair, there being at that Time no' Cap
tain in the Kingdom worthy t() fu(ceed him. 
This Prince was fo unhappy, a~ to renounc~ 
the Chrifiian Religion for the Mahometan;, 
in Older to fecure his RIght to the Princip:JI
lity of Gtorgla, which he enjoy'd with tlk 
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Title of Vaffal and Governor in the Name of 
the King ot Perjia. But he afterwards re
pented of it, and he was refolred to abjure 
Mahometifm, happen what would, and to 
tetum to the Church, as foon as his Expe .... 
dition to Candahar was at an End, witb 
full Purpofe, if it muft be fo, to facrifice his 
Principality to his Religion. He had atl:ually 
begun to make Declaration of it, by caufing 
a Crois to be placed in his main Standard. 
The Miffionaries had not a more declared 
Protector in the Kingdom of Perjia. He 
had always two Capuchins with him, whom 
he kept there under theTide of Phyficians, and 
carried with him in hisExpedition to Candahar, 
as well as a Garmelite, named Father Raft/. 

THE Conftemation at the Court of lj}a
han, and over all the Kingdom, upon the 
News of this great Defeat was extraordinary, 
and even thofe who rejoiced in their Hearts, 
as having been the Inftruments of it out of 
fpite to the GeorgIans, were obliged to keep 
their Joy feeret, and to conform to the pub
lick Sorrow. The Mifcarriage of this Expe
dition fo difcour aged the Court, that they were 
not in hafte to undertake another. But at two 
Years End they feem'd to revive, and at the End 
~ every tW9 Years they made fome frefu At
\e\npt; thti'"the moft fortumte of all thofe En
terprizes for fhe Court" were C1ch wherein the 
Kihg'sArmy was ab1e to retire, if without Ad
vantage, yet without any confiderable Shock. 
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As for the othets, which were all fignaliz'd by 
fre.th Defeats) they only ferved to gain the 
Rebel's Party Credit, and to difcover the Fol
] y and Weaknefs of the Court more and more. 
There were fcaree any but the Georgians that· 
were capable of reducing the Rebels to Rea ... 
fon, and they even offered to march againft 
them a fecond Time; but as they imputed 
the ill Succe1Tcs of their former Campaign in 
the firfi Place co the wicked Tricks that were 
put upon them, by the affetled Delays in the 
Payment of the Sums promifed them, of which 
they had fcarce toucbed above a third Part; 
fecondly, to the ill Conduct of the Perjicln 
Troops that had joined them, and by whom 
they complained they were abandoned and be
tray'd; they were not willing to undertake the 
Expedition to Candahar, but upon twu Con. 
diuons: Ift, That they fhould be pnnaually 
paid all the Sums ftipulated; 2dly, That their 
Army ihollid confift of Troops of their own 
Nation only, and that they alone fhould have 
Charge of the Enterprize. 

THE fi.rft of thefe tw6 Conditions was juft, 
and met with no Difficulty ; but the feeond, 
whieh was the principal, and as to which they 
would hear of no MedIum, caufed the Propo
fition to mlfcarry, bccaufe the Cpurt thougfu.r 
the Remedy almoft as dangerous a:' the Evil. 
For it was equally unfafe for the Court, whe
ther the Enterprize fuccceded, or not : If it 
fucceeded, the Georgiafu, who would have alII 
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the Glory of it, would thereby become the 
~ore formidable, and the better able to fuake 
off the Yoke, which th(y had already at
r,empted to £hake off more than once. If it did 
pot fucceed, it would only ferve to add new 
Strength to the Rebellion, and more Reputa
tion to the Rebels; of whofe Reduction there 
would afterwards be no Hopes. Therefore, 
confidering how unable the Court was to un
ciertake any Thing upon it's own Bottom that 
had any PrufpcCl: of Succefs, they chafe ra
ther to diffemble the Misfortune, and to let it 
tak.e its Courfe, than to employ fufpicious and 
equivocal Remedies, the very Succefs of which 
feemed as much to be fcared as the Mifc.arriage. 
Therefore they made no real Attempt againft 
the Rebels; who improving the tranquil State 
in which they were left, nude Incudions in
to the Provinces that were conciguous to them; 
and fpreading Terror every wher'.", under the 
Conduct: of Myr1'-Wets their General, they 
fecured their Dominion, and his tco, by new 
Atchievements. 

THIS famous Ring-Leader of the Rebels 
at length accompli£hf'd all his Projects. He 
had broke in Pieces 1 the Yoke which his 
Nation had for a long Time laboured under~ 
.(z1d had m?,.:Le his Name famous by the Bold
nefs of tb.E P ndertaking, aTld the Luftre of his 
Viaorjes. So many Armies as had been fent 
againft him were either intirel y defeated, or 
all repulfed, and obliged to retire with Shame, 
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a.nd without any Advantage. :By the conftant 
Succefs he had in all the Expeditions which 
were hazarded againft him, he had made the 
Court of Perjia fenfible of their Incapacity, 
not only to reduce him, but alfo to prote~f 
the Provinces with which he was cncompaf
fed, againfl: his ExcurIions. He had already 
halffubdued them by the Terror of his Name 
and Arms; fo that it may be faid, he was 
~rrived to the Summit of Glory, if indeed 
Glory can be acquired in an unjufl: Caufe, 
when Death overtook him at Cand.'lhar in 
1717. after feven or eight Years of Govern
ment, always happy, to the great Regret of 
his Countrymen, whofe Efreem and Affctl:ion 
for him increafed every Day, after they had 
once taken a F a14CY to him. 

THEY frill preferved the fame Affection for 
him after they had loft him; for though by his 
Death they were at Liberty to choofc a Com. 
mander out of their own Nation, yet they 
bad fo much Refpet1 for his Memory,thatthey 
would not take one that was not of his F ami .. 
Iy; and as his Children were as yet too 
young for a Poft of that Importance, which 
was to make Head againfr all the Power of 
Perjia, they promoted his own Brother, the 
Father of Sultan Afzrajf, the pre'l~:nt Regent" 
of l/}ahan, who at once had the Cai ~ of the 
Government, and the Guardianihip of fl~S N~ .. 
phews. 
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THIS new Commander, whofe Name is not 

re,t down in my Memoirs, was of a very dif
ferent CharaCl:er from ftfyrr-Weis his Brother. 
The latter was not more bold and enterprizing) 
~han the oth~r was moderate and CircumfpeCt. 
The great Succefs of his Brother had not 
dazled his Eyes, but he clearly faw the Dif
ference which there was between the Streng,th 
of a vaft Monarchy, and that of a particular 
Province; and he was afraid, that if the Court 
of Perfia ihould once revive oue of thaC 1an
guiihing fiupid State it was in for fome Y C,ifS 

pait, :lnd concert jufter and wifer Meafures 
than it had done hitherto, the Rebels would 
fall a ViCtim to a Power whofe Rcfentment 
would be the mort terrible, becaufe it had 
not only the Crime of Rebellion to revenge, 
hut the Shame of its Defeats. 

THESE Confiderations inclinJd him to Peace, 
in which the beft Heads of tht" Nation were 
of his Opinion. For as they believ'u they 
were not able to hold out to the End againft 
all the Forces of Perfia, they thought it 
would be the beft Way for their Nation to 
take the Advantage of their prefent Superio
rity, and of the weak Condition of the Courr, 
in order to make the beft Terms they could, 
.. nd to free themfelves at leaft from thofe 1m .. 
POfiti~ns f the Government, which were too 
defpo . and too burthenfome. 

Wi TH this View, therefore, and by Ad .. 
vice of the chief Men of the Nation, In. 

P .. firudioll 
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ftru8:ions were drawn up for the Deputies that 
were to be fer.t to l.fpaban. By this Depu .. 
tation they made an Offer to reconcile them
fdves to the Obedience of the Crown of Per
jia on thefe two Conditions: I. That as th~ 
Rebellion was only owing to the OppreffionS' 
and Violence of the Governors ::..nd foreign 
Troops quartered upon them, no more ihould 
be fent them for the fnture; and that, after 
the Example of [orne other Provinces of Per
jia, whofe Government was appropriated to 
certain particular Families, that of Candahar, 
and the whole Province of theAghvans, fhould 
for the future be here~itary in the FamiJy of 
the late Myrr-Weis. 2. That the Tribute 
formerly pay'd fhould be leffened. 

I T being impoffible to foreiee that the 
Court of Perfia would f..In into that State of 
Lethargy and Contempt, which it afterward& 
funk into, nothing was more commended 
than the Courfe which the Rebels took. They 
came off of their Rebellion with Honour, by 
making a confiderable Alteration in their Con
dirioll for the better, and by gUJlding them
felves for the fllture againH: any Danger fiom 
the Oppreffion of the Perjia1u. It was more
over out of Doubt, that in the then Situa
tion of the Court, they would readily hav'" 
fub1t.ribed to Conditions for the Recovery 
of a Province which they were not aL~e to re
duce, and for being delivered from fo much 
Uneafin~fs, and Perplexity, though with fome 

I I>iDlid 
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.Diminution of their Authority. But the 
Misfortune was, thqt when the Deputies were 
Juft ready to fet out, this Project of Pacifi~ 
cation was quafh'd by an Event that noBody 
,lream'd of. 

THOUGH the greateft and wifeft Men in the 
Nation were all, as has been [aid, very much 
for a Reconciliation, yet the g,reateft Part of 
the common People, and the Soldiers efpccial
ly, could not relifh it. Being puffed up with 
their late Victories, they could not bear to 
think offubmitting to a People that they had 
always beat, fincc they rofe in Auns; bdides 
they did not think it .l faf~ Comfe to take. 
They [aid, " That whatever Conditions were 
" ftipulated, they could not depend upon the 
" Sincerity of the Perjialls, who would ne
" ver torget how much they had 10ft by them, 
" nor the bloody Affronts they had heaped 
C' upon them; that they ought by no Me::!.ns 
'c to lay down lhcir Arms; and that even 
" though they fhould fubmlt, at the long 
" Run, they would have no more [0 £~lr 
" from 'Perjians Rulli'd with Victory, than 
" what thel fhould now of their own free 
" Choice expofe themfclvc3 to, flom Per
" flam vanquifhed, and therefore exafperatcd. 
,..Befides, faid they, why fhould they be ill 
(' fUC~h ha{lc to Pllt themfelves in Irons, which 
" no B(· y durft hold 0ut to them? And why 
" :fh01 d not they rather take Advantage ~f 
"th Folly and Indolence of the Court( of 

" Pe'rjia, 



206 ) 

" Perjia, in order to bring in neighbouring 
" Provinces to their Party, and even to force 
'" them, if neceffary, Sword in Hand, to join 
,~ with them againH: the common Enem y ? 
" That if they could but once come to fucll 
" a Refolution, they would foon be thong 
., enough, not onl y to hold Ollt againft all the 
" Attack~ of the 'PerjiallS, but even to fall 
" upon them, and carry the War to their own 
" Doors." 

THI s, which WJS the publick Difcourfe 
of the (ommon People, made the more lm
preffion, becaufe it pcrfeClly tallied with the 
Advice whichMyrr-Weis gave on his Death
l\ed ; for when there w a~ n<> Hopes of hi3 
Recovery, the chief Men of the Nation, be ... 
ing alarmed by the Lois of a Man who was 
the Soul of their Party, and their real Sup. 
port, thought fit to confnIt him what Mca
filfe~ they fhouId take aiter his Death; whe
ther they fhould continue the War, or enter 
into an Accommodation. To which he gave 
this Anfwer p1t:cifely : If the Perfiags, [aid 
he, are obJitnately bmt to come and attack 

_'VOlt, make )'ottr (Peace upon any 'erms,. but 
~f they fleep over thIS War, go and attack. 
them evert to the Gates of1fpahan. 

THIS Difpofition of the Populace, direcH
J

• 

contrary to the pacifick Views of the new 
Governor and his Council, obliged \E-~em to 
conceal the Meafures they took for tlie.:rrea
~y with the Court from the Notice 0, the 

Publick; 
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Publick; though fome of their Deliberations 
were not fo feerer, but that they took Wings 
and flew to the Ears of MaghmudJ one of the 
Sons of Myrr-Tf7eis. 

THIS young Man, who could not be above 
ieventecn or eighteen Years of Age, having 
followed his Father in all his Expeditions 
'from a Child, and been brought up among 
the Soldiers, who were very fond of him, 
no fooner fmelt what was doing, but upon 
the bare Sufpicion of it he fOlmed a Re[o
lution againft his Uncle and Guardian, w hieh 
was filitable to his natural Savagenefs, ,l11d the 
barbarous Education he had among M urdcfus 
and Free-Booters. As he lodged in the fame 
Apartment with him he found Means to get 
into his Chamber onc Night, and cut off his 
Head while he was afieep. As foon as he 
had ftruck this Blow, he ran to the Tower, 
on the Top of which were the Drupls with 
which they nfed to call the People together, 
and beat an Alarm: From thmce dl[cending 
into the Square, he acquainted the chief Men 
he found there of what he had done; and to 
juftify fo ftrange an Action, he read the 111-
firu8:ions to them, which he found among 
his Uncle's Paper~ for the Deputies which he 
was going to fend to Court. Then he ex
horted rh ~m to pufh on the War with more 
Vigour·''than ever) engaging, if they would 
but fcilow him, and own him for their Corn
mand/:r, to convince them that he knew flOW 

[Q 
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to put in Practice the Leffons he had recei v· d 
from his Father, in the many Campaigns_ 
which he had &5tcnded him in from his In
fancy. 

As the Mifchief was done, and could not 
be undone, what had paffed was approved of. 
The Soldiers who had a natural AffeCtion, as 
was before obierved, fur Magbmud, who waS' 
always among them fi'om a Child, were the
firft to dedale in his Favour; and he had not 
only their Suffrages, but thoie of all the People 
at the fame Time. Thus did lvlyrr-lrfaghmttd 
acquire the general Command over all hIS N a
tion by Parricide, a Crime which God would 
not fuffer to go unpunifhed, but, as we {hall 
fee by-and-by, permitted Sultan Afzraf[, his 
Coulin-Germain, and Son of him whom 
Maghmud had facrificed to his Ambition, to 
make the fame Vitl:im of the Murderer to 
his own Ambition, by cutting off his Head, 
as he was in Bed, after the fame Manner as 
lrlaghmud had ;;ut off the Head of Afzraff's 
Father. - - - - But to return where we left 
off. 
~fyRR-MAGHMUD, who naturally loved 

War, and whofe Inclinations were,. more
oyer, contlrmcd by his Education in the Sol
diery, and in the Noife of Military Expedi 
tions, no h10ncr found himfe1f Prin~of Can
dahar, and General of the AJhva1lt, in his 
Fa[her's Room, but he aim'd to fignalii( him· 
felf by fome Exploit that might juftity t.he 

ChOice 
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Choice that had been made of his Perfon, 
by putting him at the Head of the Nation, 
and make up for the Authority he wanted 
on Account of his Youth. Ha ppy for him, 
the Court of Perjia gave him all the Leifure 
that could be; for, as they flattered them
felves that an End was put to the Re
bellion by the Death of MJrr-IVeu, and 
found thofe Hopes more and more confirm .. 
ed by the Notice they had of ' the peace
able Temper of his Brother :Ind Succe1for, as 
well as the- moil: confiderable People of the 
Nation, they did not think fit to run any 
Rifquc for the Recovery of a Province by 
Arms, which they fhortly expected to regain 
by an Accommodation; and when they af
terwards heard of the late Revolution at Can
dahar, by the Murder of the Brother of 
~'Yrr-lf7eis, and the Election of his Son, it 
was too late to gi ve Order for the preparing 
and fending of an Army to m::tkc War Jbovc 
four hundred Leagues from the capital Ci
ty. 

THE new General forthwith took the Field, 
and following the Plan which 1.Vyrr-Weis 
his Father, ehalk'd out for him on his Death
Bed, in cafe that the People declared for War, 
Aefign'd immediately to make himfelf known, 
and to {hike a Terror into the neighbouring 
Provinc:.es by his Ravages. After he had done 
this f1tfficiently, by frequt:1t Excurfions al
wayfifuccclSful, he was more particularly in-

tent 
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tent upon a Deugn, the Succefs of whicli. 
would double the Power and Forces of his 
Nation, and qualify them for greater Views, 
than keeping barely on the Defenfi ve, as 
they had done hitherto with Regard to Per
fia. 

THERE was in the Neighbourhood ofGan
dahar a Province called Haforat, which was 
inhabited by 4~hvans, as well as that of 
Candahar. Thefe two People, who were 
of the' fame Origin, and who antiently for
med but one and the fame Nation, differed 
in nothing but Religion. Indeed they both 
followed the Mahometan Law; but with this 
Difference, that the Aghvans of HaJaraz were 
of the fame Belief as the Perjians; where
as thofe of Candahar conformed to that of 
the l1t1'ks. The former were of the Sed of 
the Rafi~ and the latter of the Sect of the 
~ttmlt; which makes the great Diftint'tion be
tween the two Branches of the Mahometan 
Religion, into which all Ajia is divided. 

W Hr 1 F the Ca1tdahar Rebels were for~ 
min?; J. Ddign to ftrengthen their Party, by 
making an Union and League with fame Na
tion, there was none that agreed better with 
them th~n. the A,gbvaTU of l!aJarai. They 
welc ongll1ally Brothers, and they had t~e 
fame Inclinations, and the fame Cuitoms. 'Tis 
true that the inveterate Enmity ther~ is be
tween the Rafi's, and the Stmni's, had ~rmed 
a Wall of Separation between the! two 
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Tribes ot AglJvans, which it was very difficult 
to break down. And they conftantly refifted 
the moil: preffing Solicitations which the 
Agbvans of Ca1tdabar made ufe of to en
gage thcm to join thcm. They chofe to 
fide with their Brothers on the Score of Reli. 
gion, preferably to thofe who were fo by 
Birth; and the Attachment which they had 
to their Sea: always iupportcd their Fideli
ty to the laft, as long as they were able to 
hold out; fo that if they complied, 'twas 
only becau1e they had no other Conrfc to 
take. For lrIyrr-.Alagbmttd perceiving that 
110 good was to be done with them by a Courfe 
of Negotiation, had recourfe to Arms; and 
he harraifed and plagued them to fuch a De
gree that while they were abandoned on 
one hand, by the Perjians, whofe AiIiftancc 
they had often in vain implored, and prd: 
fed on the other hand by the Enemy, who 
opened their Arms to receive them; and in
ftead of improving their Advantage tn bring 
them under Subjection, only defired to make 
them Partners in their good Fortune agai!1H: 
the Perjians, they at }aft confented to join 
them, and were as firm and confrant to the 
new Party, which the Neceffity of their At:. 
fairs had obliged them to embrace, as they 
had been true to the King, while they were 
able to fiand by him. Alyrr-filagbmud 
employ'd the two firf!: YellS of his Gcnc-

ra1JJlip 
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raHhip to bring them to thefe Terms, while 
the Inaction of the Court of Pnjia gave him 
all the Leifure for it that could be. 

THE Declaration of the Aghvans of Ha
flrai in Favour of thofe of Candah(/r, al» 
much furpriz'd and alarm'd the Court ofPef\. 
jla, as it did Honour to Afyrr-Maghmud, 
who, as the firft Eff.ly of his Conduct and 
Yalour, had juft confilmmated an Affair 
which even .Alyrr-TFets his Father was not 
able to accomplifh. The Court found in the 
Son an Enemy Hill more dangerous than in 
the Farher, in regard that he was of a more 
enterprizing Genius; and then his Youth, 
which was already made illuftrious by happy 
Atchieve\'l1ents, [eem'd to prciage a long and 
blood y W 31, if it was not prevented in Time. 
It was rcfolv'd therefore, to fend a frronger 
Army againft him, than all that had yet ta-
ken the Field. . 

THE only Thing that rcmain'd to be done, 
wa~ to choofc a General for an Expedition 
VI hieh \V as reckon'd of the ~reclteft 1m ponance 
that could be undertaken in the then Situation 
of Affairs. For this Purpofe they caft their 
Eyes on a Nobleman, nam'd Seji-KuJi-Kan, 
whieh fignifies the Lord who is Slave '0 Sefi. 
Every Body approv'd of the Choi~e, an.d 
even the prevailing Faetion at Court, after all 
their OppofitlOl1 to it, confentcd. The Mo
tive which induc'd the Leaders of that Fac
tion to concur in it, was ~his; Either h~ will 

\iilC-
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fucceed in this War, 1aid they'; or eIfe h~ 
will mifcarry in it, as others have done. If 
he fuc~ds, in this Cafe we 1halt find our 
Advantage by the Service it will prove to 
"the Stare, in the Government of which we 
ha ve a !..lrge Share; and if on the contral y he 
mifcarry) he will be a new Sacrifice to our 
Party. 

REALLY a better Choice could not have 
been made for the imclJded Expedition; but 
it was more ea.fy to nominate the Perion, than 
it was to malle the Employment <lcceptable 
to him. S{'jz-KIJI;-Kan had formerJy been 
Vrvan-Beg, or Chitf Juftiec at IJpahan; 
and as he was a Nohleman of approv'd Inte.
grity, he exercis'd that great Office with fuch 
a fir"?a Impartiality, that the Favourites and 
chief Courtiers who faw that he had no Re
g:ud to their RecommC'ildations, could not re
Jilh him, and even found Means to pu~ the 
King out of eonc-eit with that unalterable Re
gard to J uiliee, which they conftrucd as jf
ceffIive Rigour; fo that this Nobleman J'f"r
cdving that he difoblig'd his Mafter in the 
very Thing that ought to have gain'd him 
more of his Efteem, and that nothing was 
to be got by difcharging the Part of a Man 
of Honour undt.r a Prince who~ though 
perfectly honeil himfelf, had not Judgment 
,nough to fet a true Value upon Probity, and 
hadtoo much Folly to fupport and protect it, 
,be refigh'd his Poftto the King,and retir'd from 
Courtlwith Indigna,tion. Q. THII 
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TllEY therefore <..hofe him fur the Expe
dition to Candahar in his' Abfence, and no
thing but the preffing Neceffity they were 
under for a General of his Merit and Cha
ra~er, made them think of him, and forc'c! 
the Minifters to go and find him out in his 
obfcure Retreat. But as he knew all the Ar
tifices that were put in Praaiee to thwart and 
difconcert the former Expeditions, and that 
he was as odious to the prevailing Faction, 
aswere the late PrinceKoflrou-Kan, and the Ge.:
nerals whom they had facrific'd to their Hatred 
and Interefi, he excus'd himfelf without He
fitation from the Employment to which they 
had dcfign'd him. Not all the Intreaty of the 
Minifters, and the King himfelf, could conquer 
the Averlion hedeclar'd tofo dangerous a Com
million, and he perfifted to' excufe himfelfto the 
Ian. But as they faw none befides him really 
capable, they made ufe of a Court Stratagem, 
which whether he would, or no, put him un
der a N cceffity of ferving. 

HE had an only Son that he dearly lov'd, 
whofe fine ~alities prornis'd much. They 
irnagin'd, that by giving this Son, though as 
yet but feventeen Years old, the Title of Ge
neral for the Expedition which was in hand, 
the Father would be forc'd to accompany 
him, and that his Tendelncis would fo far 
prevail over all his Pleas, that he would 
not forbear going into the Field, to command 
an Army in the Name of, and as Lieutenant 
to his Son, which they could not peU"uade 
him to ,ommand in Ch ief. THl._ll ' 
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TliEREFORE according to the Cuftom in 

PerJia, when they have a Mind to veft any 
'one -with abfolute and extraordinary Autho .. 
rity:, they fent the Son a very fine Horfe, 

'.cover'd with fl rich Harneis, a Buckler, and 
Pike, a Cuirafs cover'd with Gold Brocade, 
and a Jfurban adorn'd with Diamonds. All 
t9is was prefcnted as from the King to this 
young Nobleman, and feafon'd with all the 
fine Compliments that ('ould be moil: accep. 
table and pleafing to his Perfon. The Fa
ther indeed forefaw what would be the Con
fequences of a Snare which was tbrown in 
the Way of his Tendernds: But he was his 
Father; and he could notwithftand the Intreaties 
of a Son fo exceeding dear to him, who flat
ter'd with a Mark 0f Honour and Diil:in8:ion, 
which was not to be parallel' d in a Youth 
of his tender Years, conJur'd him with Tears, 
not to be t.he only Man in the whole King
dom to oppofe his good Fortune. Therefore 
he confented to it, though with DiffiC'ulry; 
and that he might not abandon his Son to the 
Fire and. Fury of Youth, in fo dangerous an 
Employment, he rcfolv'd, as the Court had 
forefeen, to accompany him in that great Ex .. 
pedition in Q!.Iality of his Lieutenant • 

• THE Complaifance he had for his Son ha
ving prevail'd with him in this Inftance, be
yond all the Authority of his Prince, did 
net efcape the malicious R tfletlions of the 
Courtiers, wh.o in order to diminifh uefore~ 

Qz }land 
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hand the Merit of the Service in which he 
"Was engag'd, did not fail of oblerving to the 
King, that he had not fa much Intereft with 
Seji-Kult-Kan, as his Son had, for whofe 
fake he had done more than he would have, 
done for any Regard he ow'd to his Prince, 
or to the Weltare of th.e State. 

MEAN Time the Father and the Son made 
their Preparations, and after they had form; cl 
an Army of iixteen thoufand choice Men, the 
young General, accompanied by his F<lther, 
went to Court, where he was receiv'd with all 
the Marks of Diftinaion that could flatter 
his V <mity. The King made a publick En
tertainment for him, to which the Father was 
alfo invited ~ but he excus'd himfelf. He girt 
his Sword alia by his Side, in Prefence of the 
whole Court; and that he might have an Op
portunity of {hewing his Sk!lL on Horfebalk, 
and in throwing the Spear, he had a little 
Tournament made for him, after the Mannci 
of the Country, in the Meidan or great Square 
of Ijpahall; where the Youth difttnguiih'd 
himielf to the Sclti1'faction of the King, and 
with the Acclamations of the People. 

IN the Midft of thefe Acc\amationi, and 
with the Prayers of all the Pubhck, he fet 
out from IfPahan to head his Army. But 
the Event did not anfwer thofe fuming Pre
ludes. He had no [ooner fet Foot in the Ene
my's Pi-ovince, but being carried away by 
the Ardour of a young Man, and forgetting 

th 
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(he Advice that had been given him by his 
Father, who follow'd him wIth the main Ar ... 
my, he went rafhly with forne Squadrons 
,which he had in the Van, anu skirmilh'd with 
the firft Troops that he met with of the Re
bel's )frmy, by whom he was kill'd. The 
Mi~fOrtuLle of the Son foon drew on that of 
the Father, who heard thIs tTJgiJ.:al New::. too 
foon, and ha ving notbing more to mmd atter 
he had loft his only Son, the fale ObJett of 
his Love and Hopes, hearken'd to no 11U vice 
but that of Rtvtoge'lnd Fury, alid ru{h.Jd 
il:to the Middle of the Enemy, where fight ... 
ing defperately, he was at lalt ovcr-power'd 
by Numbcrs~ and found in Death an End to 
all his Sorrow. .Afrer the Lois of the Gene
rals, the Army gave Ground, and was clltue. 
Iv routed. 

, THE Court, which the leaft Lolfes in for. 
mer Campaigns diipiwed, ieem'd to take 
Heart in rhil>, .lnd was encourag'd to enter u p
on new MeailHcs, for renewing the WaT WIth 
more Vigour than it held been carned on hi. 
therto. Mean Time, as no Body offer'd to 
conduct an Exptdition,which by Re, ftm of the 
Death or ill Succeis of fo many able Generals 
who had faiPd in it, was look'd lIpon as a 
dangerous Rock, the Atbemat-Voulet, or 
chief Minifter, was 10 zealous for the KIng's 
Service, that he offer'd hinleLf to his MaJdty 
for this great Entei·prize. The King who dId 
him the Juftice to have a high Opinion of 

Q 3 hif4 



( 218 ) 

his Capacity, ~cry well lik'd the Propofal) 
and would readily have fet his Hand to it, if he 
had not been diverted by the Eunuchs, who 
being jealous of the Minifter's Credit, reprc
fented to the King, that it was not Prudence' 
to join fa great a military Pail, as th~ Com
mand of his Armies, to that abfolute AUlJ,p
rity, with which he was already vefted in th{ 
Chief PoIt of Athemat-Voulet; and that 
thefe two Employments join'd together) might 
be dangerous Inftruments in the Hands of a 
a SubjeCt that would .be tempted to abufe 
them. 

THIS Confideration check'd the King, and 
prevail'd over his Inclination; but what in 
State Policy he had refus'd to his Prime Mi
nifh:r for himfe]f~ he grJntcd to his Brod,er
in-Law L1ift-Alt-Kan, whom that Mininer 
had propos'd to fupply his Place: And not
withftanding all the Efforts of the contrary 
Cabal to divert the Blow, the Athemat-Vou .. 
let carry'd it in fpite of them, and found an 
Advantage in it, which foon after coft him 
very dear. 

THOUGH the Relation betwixt Luft-Ali
KalZ and the Prime Minifter, was enough to 
have render'd his Vote in his Favour fufpi ... 
cious, yet his very Enemies did him the Juf
tiee to own, that he was not unqualified for 
the important Employment with which he 
was honour'd. He was a Man of a good 
Head-piece, well turn'd either for Ad vice 

or 
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or ACl:ion; and though he had not yet any 
great Commands in the Armies, he Was 
reckon'd pretty well vers'd in military Affairs. 
And indeed to his Misfoitune he made too 
great a Difcovery of his Talents, by the Man-

~
r in hich he went to work, and as much 

ala a the Cabal which oppos'd him at Court, 
he terrified the Rebels of Candabar. 
BEFORE he undertook any Thing againft 

the latter, he was refol v'd to open the Cam
paign with forne fignal Exploit, to give him 
a Reputation The Arabians had for fame 
Years paa furprizid the HIe of Mafcate in the 
Gulph of Perjia, and had expelFd the Per
jiallS from thenc~,which was to their very great 
Prejudice. Lttft-Ali-Kan propos'd, before 
he went upon any other Enterprize, to reco
ver this Ifland ; and as foon as he had aJTern
bled his Army, caus'd it to march that Way. 
As he wanted Ships to carry his Troops over 
to the Ifland which he was to attack, he con· 
certed jnft Meafures thereupon with th~ P()7-

ti'tj!,uefo of the-IndIes, who on the Payment 
of a certain Sum of Money, were to fend 
their Tranfports for that Purpofe. The ~or
tugueJi: Fleet came in Time, but the Mo
ney being delatd through the Intrigues of 
Ltift-Ali-Ka11'S Enemies at Court, rdir'd 
into its Harbours, it'J.ving the unhappy Ge
neral upon the Shore lamenting his Cafe, to 
find himfelf through the 'frc.u.:hery of thofe 
whQ ought to have had the Inter eft of the. 

Q..4 Govern .... 



(220 ) 

Government more at Heart, exc1ud('d from :I. 

Conqueit, as infallible as it was important to 
the Welfare of the Kingdom. 

WHILE he was in vain reproaching and 
curfing the Authors of tlus Treachery, he 
heard that Myrr-Alaghmud takil,g Adv,iJ1tage 
of his Diftanu:, \Va.':> ad v anL'd loward~ (fIr
man, and by Mean~ of a Corrcfpondcncc'-: '1 

the Place, had taken it. 
THIs famous Ringleader of the Rebels, 

who from the Advantage he gain'd !an Year 
over the Perjian Auny had entcrtJin'd very 
grelt Hopes, propos'd no leis to hlmic)f than 
to pUill the War into the Heart of the King
dom; and that he might be more at hand to 
carry it on there) be had caft hi:, Eyes on the 
City of J(trrna1l, to make it a Pl..H. e of Ar'lls, 
and took it, as has been fald. This Cuy, 
which, as it wcre~ forms a Triangle with I/
pahan and Cmtdahar, lying South of both, 
not 10 far ~y one thil d flOm t he former, as it is 
from the latter, though 'tis three hundred 
Leag;ues fJ-om Calldahar ~ is the Capital of a 
Province of the fame Name, which was the 
antient Caramaltta. Great Part of it is inha
bited by the Gaurs, who prcttnd [0 be de
fcended fmm the antient PerJians~ Worfhip
pers of Fire, and being very uneafy under 
the Yoke of the modern PerJial1S, who have 
often perfecuted them, ftJyrr-Magbmud had 
no Difficulty to gain them; and it was by 
their Means that he took the Town. 

NOTHIN~ 
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NOTHING 1cfs than an Event of this Con
fequenee could have delivcr'd the Perjitlfl 
Gmeral from his Defpair for the Affront that 
had been lately put upon him in fight of 
Mafchate. As it was of Con1equence not 
to l~av,e the Rebels ~ime to fCHuty them
rel~in the Town which they had thus fur .. 
~z'd, Luft-Alt-Kan did not flay tor his 
whole Army to attack thml, but hafiily 
forming a Body of the find1- and moil: actIve 
Troops he had, he went befOIC, and fell upon 
lIfaghmud, wbom he cntilc1y routed; and 
after ha ving drove him from Ktrman, and 
taken his Baggage from Lim, he purfllCrl him 
to Candabar, where he obllg'd hun to ihut 
him1Llf up, very mudl afbam'd of his entire 
Overthrow, and ail:onilh'fl to find there were 
Men frill left in Perfil, that were capable to 
give hiOI Law. 

TH IS Victory cau,,'d the more Joy, and 
made the more Noife in all 'Pf:rfl,t~ becaufe it 
was the firft Ti~ne tl1.lt the 4~hvans had 
bc;'en heaten {ince the Rebel1Jon, and W.1S De
rnonftration that it was nor impoilib1t: to con
quer them. Me:m TIme the General, who 
by Myrr-Maghm1td's hold Attempt upon [he 
City of Ktrman, plainly fd w the full Drift 
of this Rebel's Prc1etts, and the Importance 
of that Place, made it his firft Care to fecure 
it againft Infults, and all the Dangers of a fe
cond Attack. He plae'd d good Garrifon 
in it, and fortified it fo well, efpecially that 

,Part 
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Part call'd the Upper City, which is fepara
ted frol11 the Lower, that in 172.5' 7f. it frill 
held out againft the A,ghvans. 

AFT E R he had thus put all Things in Or
der, his Reientmcl'lt, which the Neceffityof 
his Affairs had only fufpended, broke out 
with frefh Violence againft thofe who h~Qc~ 
caflon'd his Difappointment in the ExpeditiOt."' 
to Maflhate; and as he had no J uftice to 
hope for from a King, whom they hetray'd 
to his Face in filch a Manner, that he either 
did not fee it, or was afraid to fhew that he 
faw it, he refolv'd to do himfe1f Juftice, and 
to do it with fuch a high Hand as fuould 
humble the Cabal of his Enemies, and con
vince them, that all the Protection they had 
at Court fhould not skreen them from his V en
gcancc. 

I T was with this View that he brought his 
Army back to the Coafts of the Perjian 
Gulph, where moft of the great Men that 
he had a Defign upon, had good Ellates, and 
fine Seats; and on Pretence that his Troops, 
for want of their Pay, could not fubfift other
wife, he quarter'd them in all their HouCes, 
where they liv'd at Difcretion. All Horfes, 
Camels, Arms, and other Things fitting for 

a 

• 7 "'S CmumflAncI prDvls thAt there is A J.lij1iJke In the ACCoMnt 
inferted In the Mercure f~r November 1716 • .. here 'lIS JAI"; thllf 
thIS City WAS tRAm by Maghmud In 1711. .471 .4cc~"/'Jt oJ ."hl/,t 
l"fs'J 1./ thIS Siege '191116, g"lIm hereAfter. 
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aSoldier, were feiz'd, without any Formality, 
for the Uie of the Army; not to reckon the 
g~at Contributions which they rals'd upon 
ihl Province in genera], and of which the 
N'bblemen, who had Eftates there, paid their 
!i(jJota as well as others. 

-111fT whatever Liberty he gave the 801-
~rs in this Refpea, the Difcipline of his 
Troops was kept up~ and never pelhaps was 
there an Army in Perjia fo well kept, or fo 
fpruce. Afi:~r it had refrefh'd It felf by a long 
Stay, it had Orders to advance towards Cbz
,.as, a City which lies on the Road from the 
Gulph to Ca1tdahar, and where the general 
Rendezvous was appointed. All the Troops 
Tendezvous'd there in November 1720. with 
feveral thoufand Camels laden with all Sorts 
of Ammunition and Provifions for the greateft 
l'art of the Campaign. 'Tis very probable, 
that this Army, as it was then difpos'd, fur
nifh'd with all Things in Abuncidnce"} embol
den'd by its late Succdfes, and conducted oy 
a wife and refolutc General, under whom it 
h<.d newly learn'd (0 conquer, would foon 
have reduc'd the Aghvans to Reafon, if a 
great Diforder at Court, owing to the bafeft 
Intrigue, had not ruin'd all thofe great 
Hopes, juft as they were ready to be conium
mated. 

LUFT-ALI-KAN had a Mind to bereveng'd 
on the Great Men of the Court; and, to his 
l'Ai~fortune, he had fucceeded too well in it. 

3 Thofe 
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Thofe Noblemen being incemed againft him, 
and more nettled at the Difdam with whiLh 
he had treated them in ravaging their Laq(;i~, 
than all the LoIfes they had fufi"ained the~~ i 
being alarmed, moreover, at the Credit 'W IJlth 
the Victory he had gain'd over the Agbvans 
had acquired him with the King, theNid 
not doubt but if he fucceeded in his Ex~ 
<lition, fllhdued the Rebels, and fuppre1Ted 
the Rebellion, a Service of that Importance 
would render him too powerfill at Court, and 
that Atbemat-Voulet, his Brother-in-Law, 
and he, having all the King's Confidence, and 
all the Authority of the Government to his 
own Share, exc1ufive of any other Perfon, 
would improve their Advantage to oppre1s and 
ruin them. 

THEY faw no other Remedy but to pre
vent it by ruining himfe1f: And though tbey 
could not do it without overthrowmg the 
Hopes of the frJeedy Reduction ofCandahar, 
and of pacifying that rebellious Frontier; 
yet the Confideration of their private Intereft 
prevailed before the moft important Interefi: 
of the State; and they chofe to venture the 
LoiS of All, than not to difarm a General, 
who could not triumph over the Enemies of 
the Kingdom, withom crufhing them in Pieces 
by his Triumph. 

As the two oppofite Ca1:)a1s at Court were 
equally interefi"ed to ruin a Man, whefe Au
thority and Power muft be equally burthen

fomt; 
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tome and prejudicial to them, if he brought 
his Defigns to pafs, they united, and joined 
both againft him. But imagining that it would 

~
e pollible for them to fucceed in any 

T. derraking againfi him, as long as Athe
ma - otlil!t, his Brother-in-Law, was in Place, 
and f,9refeeing that this Mimftcr, in whom the 
Kylg had all Manner of Confidence, and to 
;',v hom, that he might the more quietly enjoy 
the Del ights of his Haram, he abandoned the 
Cafe and Incumbrance of all Affairs, would 
not fail to ward off the Blows that fhouJd be 
aimed at his Brother-in-Law, they ref()\ved 
to defiroy h1m firH; and they fucceeded by a 
very III concerted Pl~CC of M.l1lagcmcl1t, with 
whi(.h no other Prince but Scbab-lluffein, 
would have been 10 eafily gull'd. 

AMONG the Officers, who had moll Ac
eefs to the Perf on of the King, there were two 
efpccially who, by the Nacurc of their Ser
vice, were his moll intimate Confidents and 
Familiars. The one was his Moullah, or 
Dirt-aor of his Conicience, and the other 
his chief Phyucian. Thefe were the two 
Officers that they employ'd [0 give rhe Athe
mat-Voulct the mortal Blow; and becaufe 
that in ordef to 1urprize the King into it, 
'twas unavoidably necdIary to chooie a Time 
when he had neither Lel1ure nor Convcnicncy 

: Advlce of any but the Confpirators, 
litched upon that Time of the Night 

for 
[ 



(216 ) 
for the Execution of their Defign, when they 
might have him moil: at their Difcretion. 

EVERY Thing was quiet in the King'sApart. 
ment, and there was a profound Silence. Tfh! 
King hil1lfelf was actually afleep at one E~ 
of his Palace, when he was fuddenly awaKed 
by two Officers coming in with affrighted 
Looks, who caRing their Turbans on'l.lte 
Ground, as a Token of Sorrow, faid to the 
King, " That though they were not ignorant 
" that it was againft the Rules to dare to dif
" turb his Repofe, and to enter his Majefty's 
" Bed-Chamber without his Leave, efpecial
" 1y dltf-ing fo facn:d a Time; yet the im
" minent Danger with which they faw him 
" threaten'd, did not fuffer them to have Re
" gard to the ufual Formalities; that h:s Life 
" and Crown were at flake; which now was 
" the Time to feeme againft the Attempts 
" of the Athemat.'Doulet, who had fixed on 
" that very Night for the Execution of his 
'( Parricide: That the [aid Prime Minilter, in 
" Concert with his Brother.in-Law the Ge .. 
" nefal of the Army, had vow'd the Death 
" of his Majefty, and the Extinction of the 
" Royal Family: That while the latter was 
" to go and make himfelf Mafier of I fpahan 
" with his Army, and to inveft the King's 
"Palace, fo that no Prince of the Royal 
" Family might efcape, the Athemat·'Dou ... 
" let was to ieize the King himfeif, with the 
;' Affiftance of three thou1and KNrdes, which 

" were 
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!c were to be brought to him that very Night 
" by a Prince of that Nation, for whom he 
~, had fent an exprefs Order, [ealed with his 
I~e;: of Firft Minifi('r." 
- T E King was in immediate Confierna
tion at the Greatnefs and N earnefs l')f the 
Danger, efpecially when the two Eunuchs put 
ipto his Hands a Proof of the Prime Mini. 
i1er's Correfpondence with the Kurdes. This 
was the very Order fent to the Prince of the 
Kurdes, and fealed with the Seal of the Athe
mat.Volliet. This Piece fOIIDed a Prefump
tion of the greater Importance, betaufe the 
Manner of Inftalling an Atbemat.'Doulet in 
Perjia, is by putting the Seal of his Office 
.. bout his Neck, which is never taken off till 
he dies, or is forced to refign it. 

FE AR realizes all:Appearances, and renders 
every Thing credible to thofe who are iuf
ceptiblc of it. The King had no fooner caft 
his Eyes upon the Seal, which he thought 
he knew, but he fancied himfe1f undon{"~ Jnd 
fainted away. As foon as he was a little re
covered, a Council was hafiily formed of 
the mon truB:y Eunllc.hs and Courtiers, who 
had all an U ndcrHanding with the two Infor
mers. The Confultation W.1S fhOlt, and the 
Refutt of it was, that the King fending for 
the Corfthi-Bacht, or Geoelal oftbe Corflns 
ordered him to take his Guards, and others 
along with him, to break u?cn the Houfc of the 
Athemat· Vou!et.) and to bring him his H c.1d. 

THIS 
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THJS Prime Minifter who did not dream 
of what was hatching againfi him, was quiet 
in hi" Wives Apartment, when the CorJchi
Balhl came to his Houfe with an armed Fo~e, 
and the Air of a Man that expeCted t$} ,,",-£.itj 
Refiitance. The Minifier was afioni1hed at iu<;h 
a V lfit, at fo unfeafonable an Hour, but much 
more w hen he fa w hirnfelf hand-cuffed by that 
Officer's Order, who meeting wIth no Oppo
filion in the Execution of his Commands) had 
him onl y carried to his Houfe, without-offer.: 
ing any Violence. For, though it was the 
KlOg'S Order to cut off his Head; yet it 
being reprefented to him, that in Cafe he;net 
wIth no Refinance flOm him, it would not 
be proper to put him to Dea rh,and that theKinf 
did not infift on it, the Officer only it:curcd his 
Perfon. . 

NEVERTHELESS he was not beholden fo 
much for the Prefcrvation of his "Life to 
the Com pamon of Ills Enemies, as to their 
Avarice; for, as he had Immenfe Riches, of 
which th01e who had ruined him hoped to 
:fhare in the Forfeiture, they were very glad 
to fave his Life, that under Pretence of ex
torting a Confeffion from him, byTOlments, of 
the Secret of the pretended Confptracy, they 
might force him to dIfcover where his Trea
fures were. As foan as he was an i ved in the 
Haufe of the Corfcbi-Bachi, the firftThing 
they did, was to pluck out his Eyes, as is the 

Praaic.:e: 
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-traB:ice in Perjia, with regard to Perfons 
guilty of High-Treaton, whofe Lives they' 
.have a Mmd to 1pare. Then they examin'd 
~~\ b¥ Torture, as to the Particulars cf his 
g at ate. He made no SCluple to declare 
all t at he had, which it) Gold, preCIous Fur
niture, and Jewels, amounted to 9oooCO To
mans~ or four Millions and a Half Stelling. 

THE very Moment that the Athemat'Dou
let was arrefted, feveral Couriers were dif .. 
patch'd to arreH not only the General Luft
.Aiz-Kan, but cvary one of the Prime Mlmf
ter's Kindred, Friends, or CreatUlcs, in the 
C;;ovntry.,· tor, as to thofe at Court, they were 
feented immediately. The Man that they had 
~e greateft Delil e to iccure, and who was tht:, 
hardeft to t.Ike, was the General, who was 
atl:llally in the Neighbourhood of Chtros at 
the Head of an Army, whilh was entirely 
devoted to him; and who knows to what Ex
tremities he might ha vc puJhed Matters againft 
the Court, had he been then tnfoiillcd how 
unjuftly his Brother-in-Law had been treatcd, 
and of the Ufage which was ddlgned with 
the fame InJuftlce for him1clf? But all pof
fible Precau[lons were taken to plevent it : For 
tpis End they chofe the. only Man at Court 
(hat Was capable of making the greateft Dlf:' 
patch, and gave him a feeret Con'million for 
the Governor of Cbira.r, The King ordered 
him to find Means under fome Pretence or 
ot~r to wheedle the General (0 his Lodgings, 

R and 
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and there to arrd1: him with as little Noife, as 
pomble, and fend him under a good Guard 
to Ijpahan, bound Hand and Foot. As ~.~ 
ther [he General, nor the other Frie=lds d 
Kindred ofrhe Prime Minificr miftru{h;·i~. 
Thing, all Orders fent ag,ainft them had their 
Effett, and there was not one that thought of 
deapmg. 

ALL the Meafilres that were taken that 
Night, as well for arrefting the Atbemat. 
Voulet, as for difpatching the Couriers that 
were ient to all Parts, could not be long a Se
cret in fo finail a Town as 'Fehran, where the 
King then was. The Difcovery of a great 
Confpiracy againil: the Life of the Prince, the 
ArreH: of the Prime Miniftcr, who was iaf~ 
to be at the Head of it, the Cry that three 
thoLiland Kurdes were coming to furprize and 
carry off the King; befides the Addition 
which every .Body made of his own Head 
to thofe dIfferent Reports; all this was fpread 
through the whole- Town in a Trice . and 
was fo alarming to all the People, that they 
flood under Arms all Night. 

BUT when Day-Light appear'd, and t~e, 
King found there was no Stir; that' there was 
110 Talk of the March of three thoufand 
Kurde.r, nor of that of the Army from Cji
ras toward Ifpahan; and when he learn'd 
nnt only by the Scouts he had fent Abroad on 
all Sides) to get Intelli~nce, but by thofe Vf.tho 

arI~yed 
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[rrived from different ~arters of the Town, 
hat every Thing was quiet Abroad, he be ... 
~an to miftruft that he had been impQfed up" 
0)1, an~ wa.s afr~id he ~lJ? been too hafty with 
'~to hIS Pnme Mtmfter. He had always 
loved and eH:eerned him ; he looked upon hint 
as the ableft Man in the Kingdom, and the 
moil: bt for the Employment he had born, and 
he could not but own he hdd received confi
derable Services fwm him; fo that ifit fhould 
happen that he was not guilty, as he quickly 
began to (ufpea he was not, he was fully 
fenuble that his Confcience would reproach 
him all his Life long for his unjuft and bar
barous Treatment of him. Thefe firit Suf
~ions, and the Refentment he entertained, 
had fuch an Impreffion upon him, that they 
made him talk with that Air of Authorhy, 
which he had not ufed to fpeak in, to fuch 
of his Offi.(..crs as had any Share of his Confi
dence. He fent for his chief Phyfician Hekim
Ba[zy, one of the two Informers, and with ave .. 
ry fevere Tone, and item Countenance bid him 
take Care, that the Wounds they had made in 
theAthemat-Voutet, by plucking out hisEyes, 
did not endanger his Life, which if it ihould 
rni~rry) he mIght depend upon it his fhould 
a~er for it. He faid, moreover, that as ioon 
a,.. this Mimfier was recovered, he would hear 
higt, in order to condenln him if guilty, or to 
a~uit him jf innocent. h would have been 
e~aed of another King, that he fhould have 

It :1 ~dcd 
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added, Of to pttntfb his Accuflr!, if they had 
dcctlJed hIm fa/ply: But it was a great deal 
for 10 weak a PIlnce as Schab-Flt4fein, ta 

venture to give .Way to the JufhhclUlOn &.f 
a Man whom his Confidents had condeIIM~1 

TBE fi:vere Tone with wh eh the Kmg 
talked J perhaps rhe firfi Time iJ1 all his Life, 
had it~ Effect. So much Care w 1S taken of 
the WOllnd~ of the Athemat'Dou/et, that 
his Life was in no Manner of Danger; and 
as ioon as he was in a CondItion to appear, 
the King \Vas wil1ll1g to have his Affair ex
amined In a due Comic of Law, as he decla .. 
red it fhould. I fhall now give an Account 
of this Hearing. which 1 fancy will not dif
ple'lfe the Reader: Though it were no~ nat~ 
ral for Perfons to be concerned for the Vin. 
dicJtion of an illl1fhious Man, unjuftly op
prdfed, yet a hiief Account of the Things 
obJct1:ed to him, and of his Anfwer, cannot 
blit be ufeful, becaufe of the Knowledge 
which it may give of the Manners, Interefis, 
Intrigues, and Condua: of the grcat Lords of 
Per./j(J., during the laft Years of Scbah-Httf
fti,/" Reign. 

THE King having, therefore, fixed a Day 
to hear the Perf on accufed in his own Ddi;~ce, 
he appeared in an Affembly, confiiling or::;l~l 
the Mininers anc1 great Officers of the Cotirf, 
in which the King himfelf was pleafe{\ to 
prefide. They began with the Complaitlp 

aga~ltl 
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againft him, which were reduced to eight prin
.clpal Articles. 

I. '>was pretended that one Day, as he 
fJ~j~ the City of Kom~ at the Tomb of 
Scbah-Sof:yman, (Father of Scbah Iluj(et1J») 
who formerly put to Death the Plime Mini
Her's Father, he let fJll this Exprdlion, A 
Time may come when I /ball re'L'ell~e the 
Veath of my Farber_. by that of tby SOlI 

tlnd his wInje Faml!y Thl') Charge was 
only founded upon the Repon of one of the 
Athemat. V{)ulet's Valee:, de Chainbrc. 

n. HE was aSKed, that lince he always 
wore the Seal of his Office about his ~ l ( k, 
~w it came to pais that the Order, which was 
faid to have been fent to brillg the Kurdes, 
was fealed with that Sc:a], if he had not a Hand 
in it? 

Ill. Hi: was charged with having detcrmi~ 
ned alll\ffairs, hke as if he had been abfo
lute Sovereign, and without taking Act vile of 
the Councilor the other Mimtkrs. 

IV. IT was thrown into his Charge, that 
his Orders were mOle Icfpecled in the PrQ
vinces than thofe of the King himfclf . 

• THE Alliances he h~d made with great 
lies, by marrying his Daughters and 

ices to the greateft Lord~ of the Kingdom, 
10 rder to form a powerful Party, was, num-

r'd among his Crimes. 
R 3 -VI. IT 
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VI. IT was charged upon him as a greater 

Crime than all this, not only that he was of 
the Sea of the Sunni'lbut alfo that through his 
Attachment to that Sea, he undcr-ft.,'Od f~ .. 
voured the Lejj)ans, who were ofth~rn~ 
Religion, and Enemies to the Government. 
To prove thi~, a Letter was produced under 
his own Hand, whereby he gave the Le./i,ldnr 
~o undcrftand that they might fafely txtend 
their Ravages, as far as they pleaied, provi
ded they did not advan( e to Erj7,,;an, which 
he ddireJ they would [pare, Lecaufe he that 
commanded there was hiS Nephew. 

VII. HE wasreproaLhed for havingtrufted 
the Goverpment of the Provinces in the Hands 
of fome of hiS Nephews, who were but Clw.. 
dren. 

VIII. Notice was taken of his grea~ 
Wealth, which, faid they, was more fuitable 
to the Tfeaiure of a King than of a private 
Man ; and it was pretended that he could 
not he fo rich without being difhoneft. 

To thefe Grievances which affected him 
perfonally, fome others were added, relating 
to his Brother-in-Law; for which they ex
peCted he ~ould be refponfable, on ~retttJ1ce 
that the faid General had done nothlOg'll,.,. 
in Con.c~rt with him, bot~ with regard to G:-F 
ExpeditIOn to lriajcate, m which '[was 11.e-' 
teuded he only faiI'd, becaufe of a fecr\J 
V nderftanding with the Commanders of ~~1e 

PonJtgue[e 
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Portuguefe Fleet; and alfo with regard to 
the Eltates of the Court Lords, whom he had 
ravaged in that Country. LaiHy, it was de
mand¢ for what Reafon the General had 
mar~ed an Army that was ddlgnJd againft 
Candahar, towards Ifpahan ; and why, in
fiead of going to beliege A1aghmttd in Catl
dahar.:J after his Defeat, he thofe rat!~cr to 
employ his Troops in plundcnng the Pro
vinces of the KingduIH. 

THE S E were the moft confiderable Grit' \ an
ces which were exhibited againft J Prime Mmi
fier, who had for a long Time governed the 
State to the King's Sati~faCl:ion, and with a 
Fidelity never 1i.lfpectcd. The Prince ca1-
I1't1g upon 11im to anfwcr if he had any 
Thing to fay in his own Jufiification, 'he 
[poke with more Boldnefs than the Infor
mers had affurned in accllfing him ~ .:rld made 
fo little an Account of Life, thinking him
felf not ohliged for the Time to come to ufe 
any great Caution in what he [aId to any 
Perron whatfoever, that he began with com
plaining to the King of the King himfelf, who 
having condemned him without a Hearing, 
made the Proof of his Innocence very unne. 

ry; becaufe, how dear foever he was in 
own Confcience, it was not ill his Majer.. 

'5 Power to reflore him to that Sight, of 
ich he had been deprived by too rafh a 

entence."t' adding, that Life was only a Bur ... 
n to liim now; and that he 1hould take ie 
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as a Favour, if the King would facrifice e,v~n 
that to the Patlion of hIS Encmies who thirft .. 
cd infltiably for his Blood. Then, with the 
utmoft Modefty, though with a nolJ.~e Con: 
fidence, he reckon'd up the Selvices~hic& 
his Anceftors and he had Fuformed to the 
Crown; and, aftcr having bemoan'd himfelf 
on the unhappy Situation to \\' hich he was 
reduced by Way of Reward, and on the In .. 
fignificancy of a Defence, whid. was requir'd 
of him too late, he dcfccnded into the Par
ticulars of the Grievances, and anfwered 
every Thing that had been alledged againft 
him, Article by Article. 

As to the Filft, therefore, he faid, " T/:W: 
" the Evidence of a raft.ally Footman, hir'd 
" for ready Money to ruin his Maficl, was 
" not to be admItted againft fuch a Man 
" as he; ·efpecially in a Faa: to which he 
" was the only Wunefs fworn, and of which 
" he coule! not give any Proof" Then he re .. 
quired thdt the W retch might be put to the 
Torture to compel him to declare, who had 
fet him at \Vork to raife that Calumny. 

As to the Second he owned, " That the 
" Stamp of his Seal which was found u"p'0n 
" the pretended Order fent to the Comr~ 11-

" def of the Kurdes, might be of fome W eig~ 
" againft him, if it was not very manifeft t'tal 
" th~re were . Forgers in P ef'jia ; ,but that~"~ 
" bemg notonom that [here \Vaa a gi ::at N u 

" r 
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" ber of them fo well vcrs'd in their Calling 
" that of two Pieces, one of which lawful, and 
" the othel c()unt~rfeit, it was a hard Matter 
" to dil~ngL1ifh which was the Right; fo Went ? a T¢:imony as that could be of no VI eight, 
, if it was not accompanied and corroborated 
" with other Tokem." He was not content 
with thls general Anfwer ; and as this was 
the only Grievance that was really m.J.terial 
to his Cauie, anc! that whiLh ilad teen the 
unliappy PI (text of his Condemnation and 
Calamity, he entered into fi,ch particulaJ; 
Difcuffions of it, as plainly dliL0vercd the 
Falfhood and Folly of the ArtifiLe that was 
contriv'd to ruin him. 

" For, [aid he, if the pretended Confpira~ 
" cy was to break out that very fame NIght 
" that I was :ureficd, the Letter fent to call 
" the three thouf.lOd Kllrdes mutt have been 
" difp.:ttchrd fcvcral Days bcf\lrc. It rcqull
" ed twelve Day& M;m h for the thice thOll
" :Cmd Men to corne hither; and h.1d the 
" Courier made never 10 much Haile, it 
" would have takm him IIp tev~rJI Days 
" to carry it: Where, thrn, Wd,- this tatal Letter 
" all theTime, of which the King himiClfkncw 

~
" thing till the Momcnr that 'twas fl1ppoied 
" .,lJe Kurdes were to arnve? \-Vhclc was this 
Ii. etter found? and when WdS it int\!rcepted? 

as -it intercepted upon the Road be
" ore it r'ached the 10tl'tl? In this Cafe it 

,. muft 
I 



( 2;& ) 
" muft have been in Cuftody ieveral Days be'" 
«( fore that which was fix'd on for the Exe
(( cudon of the Project. Who was it found 
" upon? from whom was it taken ? ~,d who 
" was the Bearer of it? If it came \0 tlr-i 
(( Hands of the Kurdt, how did it find its 
" Way back again? (ltd he fend It back? Let 
(C him fay fo then. Why don't they pro
c, duce his Evidence 2 For in an Affair of fuch 
(C COQfequence, wherein the Life of the Ktng 
" was at Stake, fuch a Difcovery cannot but 
" redound to his Honour. But why fhould 
" I make my Application to a Foreigner of 
" a treacherous Nation, who is not to be de
" pended upon, when my own Brother-in
U Law was at the Head of an Army twel1!j 
" Days March from hence, efpecially fince 
" 'cis pretended that he was my Accomplice? 
" The Kurde was to bring me but three 
" thoufand Men, and my Brothel-in-Law 
" was able to bring or fend meTcn thoufand. 
" What firiCl: Engagement was I ever known 
" to have with this FOleigner, that I fhould 
" truft to him, rather than to my Brother-in. 
" Law? What Precautions have I taken not to 
" be betray'd? What Meafures for my own 
c( Safety? What is ourTreaty? what om '-In .. 
" ventions? And if he was able to furPX)., 
(C the King with his three tboufand Men, wlft.~r 
C, fhonld he do it morc for my Profit tha~is 
" own? What Forces had I to gi~ Law t\ 
" him? But how can it be pretender{ thd 1 

had. 
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" had any Hopes of being able to fUTpltze 
" the King with three thouf.iI¥1 Men, whtn 
" I faw that he was attendtd with a GUard 
" five ?!mes ftronger? From whente come~ 
'-)K tt:at I fhould defer the Enttrprize riB the 
" King was fecure in a Town, which, Liiffe
" rent from moft of the other Perjian Towns~ 
" is inclofed with ftrong WaUs; and which 
" muft necdfarily have been befieged with 
" an Army of three thoufand Men againft 
" a Garriion of fifteen thoufand? In 1hort, 
" if I had been fuch a Wretch, as to have 
" formed the foul and horrid Confpiracy wIth 
" which I am charged, how could I be 
(C fo filly, 10 blind, as to keep at home 
(c:~ithout any Guard but my lOmmon Ser
" vants, that very Night too that I was Juft 
" ready to put it in Execution? The Solitude 
" and Security in which I was found in my 
" .. own Ap<ucment at fo clitical J JunCture as 
(C that muft be, is the beft Thing I can offer 
" in my Vindication upon this material Ar
" tide.'> 

As to the Third Head, he called the King 
himfelf to wienefs, whlther it was not true, 
that his Majdly had not totall y rdt:fl'd the 
Dif?atch of his ordinary Affairs to hi, Con-

a; that as to extraordinary Affairs, fuch 
~r egotiations and Things of this Nature, 

e ever:eddled witb them, but when his 
aj eft y s pleas'd to rett!: them to him by 
artie ar Conuniffion; that befides, as to 

I !lis 
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his minifterial ConduCt, if he did not give 
himfelf much Trouble to take the Advice of 
the Eunnchs, 'or of the other Courtiers, who 
complain'd of him, h~ was in the ~.ght not 
to do It, and thelt he did not think J[" eXJXL 
dient to confult People that be knew were 
too much his Enemies to gi ve him good Coun
fel, and too much wedded to their own pri
vate lnrereft co give any chat was conducive 
to the Welt4re of the Publick. 

As to the Fourth Article he faid, that if 
his Orders were better executed in the Coun
try than thote that proceeded immediately 
from the King himielf, he was not to blame 
for it, but the Eunuchs and the other Cour ... 
tiers, who were a1 ways ready to prote~ 
vileft of Caufes, and who by revoklf,g the 
King>s Orders when they p1eas'd, as often as 
they were brib'd by Prefents, had enervated 
all the Force of them, whereas it was orhsr
wife with his Orders, which it was well 
known, no Confideration of Credit or Inte
reft could ever prevail with him to revoke. 

As to the Fifth he [aid, that if he had 
married his Daughters and Neices into great 
Families, he had done no more than what be
came his Birth and Rank; and that he di<! not 
believe it was criminal for a Man of his ~~~
ty, who was of one of the oldt;ft Families of: Ie .. 
Kingdom, and originally d~fcendXd fro~.tl ,'" 
Lefgtan Kings, to be cautious cl degradh-~ 

~ him~' 
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himfelf, by contracting an Alliance with the 
Tools and Footmen of Eunuchs. 

As to the iixth Artkle Le iald, that {inee he 
was dei~nded) as aeove, from the Lefj,/411 
~gs;it was no extraOldmary Thing tl!J[ he 
ihould be of t.he 1dme Stet \\tith hi~ Country
men, and all his Anceftors,as wellas thet urks; 
that he never diffem bled 1 t; and that as tbere 
were entire Provilltes in 7Jerjia who wele to
lerated In that Religion by the Kings, he 
did nor i~e upon what FoundatIOn they 
could mdke it a Cnme in him~ fa long as it 
did not put hi.m upon any MeaiiJfCS wntra
ry to the King's Service Then he demandtd, 
"·'W hcthtT the In(Urfion~ which the LeJj)
'~"'fIS had htcly made mto the Provinces 
" at the Kingdom was fuch a firange Thing 
" that they Ollght to be imput~d to him ~ and 
" whether they were People fo pacifick, and 
'~ch l"riellds toTranquihty, that they flood 
" in need of SolicitatIOns to COOle and plun
" cler their Neighbours. Is it prettmkd, 
" continues he, that they never made any 
" Ineurfions upon our Lands, but finee 1 came 
" into the Mlniihy, wlItn they have former
" ly been fo troublefomr, that his MaJefly's 
" PrcdecdfGfs ha ve been under the N ecefIi-

~
" ty of havir,g ftanding Armies upon their 

,It rontier to keep tbem in Awe? If anyone, 
, 'Ys he, is to blame f'1f thefe Ravages, 'tis 
, not I, b~t ItlS owing to (~e Avarice of fuell 

C"(" as 
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" as, by putting in their own Pockets the Pen .. 
" fions formerly paid to thofe People to keep 
" them in their Allegiance, have forced them 
" to be their own Pay.Maiters, b~plunder
" ing the Provim,es, and to make up ·by ~r 
" Incurfions the Deficiency of the Subfidies; 
" of which they have been difappointed. " 
After this he took Notice, " That when the 
" King gave him a fpecial Commi}Iion to pro'
" vide.1 Remedy for this Diforder, he had 
" put at the Head of the Troops he 1ent 
" dgamfi the LeJf)ans the only one of all 
" hIS N tphews whom he bad moft Con
'" fidcnce in, and whom he had I!ven named 
" in his Will tor his Succdfor in hi.; Office, 
" and Heir to his Eftate; that every ~y: 
" knew the melancholy Iifue of that Expe
" diuon, wherein his Nephew fell a Sacri
" fiee to the Le!gtans." Whereupon he de
manded, " Whether his Enemies JlatJ....pot 
" alio fame Letter of his to produce, where
" by he had follicited thofe Barbarians to 
" murder that Nephew who was fo dear to 
" him." 

WHA T the Minifter had faid of thofe di
verted Subfidies, which had given DecaGon 
to the Incurfions of the Lefj,ians, was of the 
more WeIght, becaufe an Embaify was ne,
ly arrived at Court from one of the Ptfty 
Kings of that Naticm, to whom the otherstlatl 
applied to mediate an Accommpdation~. 
tween them and Perjia. He was' \!he m?t'" 

propet--
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l'roper Perfon for it, becauf~ he had no Hand 
In their Excurfions, but had always kept up a 
good U ~dtrftandlng with the PerJi411s. 
For thei~own Part, the Thing whkh obli
~ them to have Recour[e to p3cifick Mea
MeS, was the Fear of an Incurfion from the 
Prince of GeOl'gta, of which we fhall take 
Nbtice in its Place. The Ambaffador of 
.szam Kat, which was the Name of the petty 
King that was conca'1ed for them, made ufe 
of no other Argument to excllfe their Incur
fions, bUl the N eceility they were under of 
making them f their Subfiitance, after their 
Su bfidies w !topped ; for it was under the 
N.J.W...e. Tide of auxiliary Troops that the 
K\ugs 0 Per.fia had u[ed to pay them cer
tain Penfions, though in Truth they only 
pay'd thtm as a fort of Tribute, by which they 
purchaf< d the Peace, and Security of their 
Sub' ag:linft the Enterprizes of thofe 

arbarians. Thefe SlIbGd!t's which amount
ed to 1700 Tomans, or 8 soo Pounds Sterling, 
had not been paid for many Years, the Fun9s 
thereof bcmg alienated by the Avarice of ionie 
Favourites "'Of Governors of Provinces, who 
had lald their Hands on them. They de
manded, therefi)re, that the Payment of them 
might be renewed for the future, and that an 

~
I ne1ty might be granted them for what 

, ad-paifed; on which Condition they not on
J:y1>romife_ to abHain frO[l~ their ordinary Ex
~fions. (tad to live in Terms of inviolable 

Fi4elitYI 
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Fidelity, but they. alfo offered to employ 
their Arms in Favour of Perfo againlt the 
.Agbvans. We fhall ha \ e an Opportunity 
to gl vt: an Account hereafter of wh.s; was the 
Effect of this Negotiation ; 'twas fuffic~ 
for the Pre1ent to mention 10 much of it on~ 
1 y as was neccifary to juftify what the Ath~
mat-'Doulet had offertd in his Defence. 

As to the Seventh Article he owns, chat the 
King at hi~ Requdl: had given the Govcrn
ment.~ of the FJOvincc to two of his Nephews, 
who welc as ylt but Children; that he was 
entirely obliged to the Royal GoodncL for it; 
but thlt his Ma)dty ha v mg dbf'~p. others the 
[mle Favour, he LIlli not 1~'~ why tJ!:r:: ~ld 
charge it as a Crime upon him more t./iI,ln, 
them; that bdldes tlley knew well e'1ough 
that fucb I'recamion was taken to pla~1t 'lbollt 
thofe young Governors wife and abJe Men, 
who under the N",me of Ijeutcnants~.QJ;"..ln
tend,l11tfJ, ordered all Affairs, that the Provin
CI.S reccivcct no Pr~JudlcC by them. 

As to the Eighth relating to his great Ef. 
tate, he anfwclcd, th,1t Part of it was Patri
many, Palt of it what fell to him from hiri 
Brother~, Pan cf it the Porfl itures which the 
King had granted him, and Part of it was 
owing alfo to his goon Cond.,cr alld Oeco
nomy, without wronging any Body. T~c:1 
falling unmercifully upon the infaciable Ava
rice of the Eunuchs, " However, #aid he, fup
fi' pofing I had amaffed all this Wealth, -

" had. 
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,chad Nephews and Daughters to take Care 
" of; but I would fain know who thofe Eu
" nuchs \ay up Treafures for, that have fuch 
" immerJe Eftates? unlefs they don't care to 
~e told of thofe Camels laden with Gold and 
" Silver, which they fend every Year to Mec
" (4 and Medtna J which is contrary to the 
(C Laws and Confhtutious of the Kingdom, 
" where the fame has been expreffiy prohibi
(' ted fince the Time of Schah-AbllS the 
" Great, as they cannot bl..' ignorant. 

AFT E R ha. v 109 thus vindicated himfe1f, as 
to what concgned him perfonaHy, he fays, 
" That t:.Y.,}fy one being chal geable with his 
", s~r~ions) he might be excufcd from 
" "'.!Rtcri g into a DiicuHion of FaCts relating 
" to his Brother-in~Law, whofe Conduct had 
" been I ot only fo unblamcabk, but alfo fo 
" wife, appy, and .1dvantagcous to the King .. 
" , that hI" was ready to be his Surety: 
" That as to Maflate he would refi:r himfdf 
(( -to what the COlllmiIlioncr of the Portu .. 
" gUfft Fleet fuould fay, who was aCl'ualJy 
" at his Court; and that he would inform 
" them, that the Fleet only retired without 
(( tranfporting the Troops at Mafcate, bc
" caufe the Sum which the King had pro
" mifed by his Amba1I'ador at Goa was not 
'~'Pud." 

'FdR the Underftanding of this Fact, the 
~\ader fhould know, that when Schah-Aba.r 
t~ Great took Ormur from the Portuguefl .. 

S ~r 
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by the He1 p of an Englifb Pleet, he m,\de 
Peace wah the Portugutje, who confented 
to leave him in PoffefilOn of that ~fland for 
Half the Produce of the Cuftoms,. whic...h was 
afterwards valued at a certdin Sum per A"!n. 
But, by the Diiorder that h~ppen'd in A~lI'1l 
during the whole Rcign of Scbah Hul1em, 
when the Financcb were at tk D11c...retlOn of 
the Eunuchs and Fa VOUlltcs, thoie Sums had 
not been paid ~ the Con1eqllcnce of which 
was, that the POt tu~~ttefl tak ing Ad \I antage 
of the Neccffity the 'Perjians W~lC under for 
their t kl t III the Expeditl~n to Mafeate., 
ftipulatcd \\ ith the AmbJffa~,:;..r ... whom the 
King of Pel jia bad at Goa, that' ~Jljo.!$ . .the 
Troops were tr.ll1fpom:d to ~laflAe, a ~cr
Uill 811m fhOllld be paid th(.m, in, P .Itt of 
the Arrc,lIs due to d1ll11; whic...hSurl having 
fail'd in the M.lI1nel that we hav~ ~J.;d, the 
Fleet rem'Ll in Diigui1, not wit~lJt C~ .... ~~aiJ1t 
of the Ddhonefty of the Miniftcl s of the L..O\ut 
of 'Per /la. But whJt could not but exaipe
ratc a:l hond! Men more than all, was, to 
1t.'c tlLlt the very Man, who to ruin the 
E'<pcciiti(\n to ilia/cate, out of fpite to the 
Pfl[l1C Mll1iHcl and his Bwthcr-in-Law, had 
flopped the llaymcnt of the Money, fhould 
ha vc the F wnt Co charge the Mlicarriage of 
the 1::. ntcrprizc on them two, 

Hr o\H1I.'d, that it was through his .A~
",ice that the General, after the Defeat ot 
frJaghmud, returned with his Troops to\Varr~ 
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tli Perjian Gulph; that, as to the Spoil 
1Vhich he, had mJde on the Lands of feveral 
of the Nt\btl ity, 'tis polltble that he was pro
voked beJlU1"(; he miffd the taklng of flJaflate 
~ want of the Sums pmnniLd to the 'P1J'rtu
glle/e; but 'os certain th.lt he W.i~ Lompell'd 
to l[ on the other hand r by the NeCl'llity of 
the War, and to kct:p the oth~l PJOVInces 
in Awe. As to the M,lrLh of rhe Army te
wards Chtras, he Illd, " rillt hi~ .Hrothcr did 
" no more ill thJt tllJI1 wlLlt becJme J Skll
" fut GCI1CIJI, will) WJ~ wlill!l~ to Bukt:: i~lre 
" of the Sucn.i; (11' IllS EX"i) .. :LiltlO!1: Tlut 
" havil1~ iJd,iGdcrcd dicit J\~/lrow-l\aJ/, the 
': pr1tK",,:tf Geor~za, only 1ll1lL.H1 \I'd 111 1m, " ~ca~ic he c~ml' too Lltl: to Ca1td,zbar ~ 
" and f,ot till H.Hvdt wa~ gJtl1crLd lll, he 
" was lOt Wlllll1g to be flll~Jed to the i:lnlC 

" Inco- vt::ntCnLY: That, <15 the H.uvdt did 
come un at ea/ldt/Dar till (uw.uds the 

End of _"'t'lY J he haJ l(\Jlccrt.:d hiS Mca
" lures to be there before th.lt rllIlt, that he 
"had therefore propo1d to filfprize the 
" Rebels by pailing over the Dc[t:rh between 
" Chlras and Caltdahtlr j that it was his View 
" alto, by this painful March, and by the 
" Severity of a more rigorolls Chmate, to 
" inure the foft and cffi~l11inate (Pel' ./ians to 
J' Fatigue: But that to the End that the Ar
f.' my mlght want no Provilions, neither in the 
" March, nor dunng th\"" Campaign, he had 
J, amaff~d a vaft Store, with wluch he had 
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cc laden feveral thou1and Oimels; tha~he 
" (the Athem,;t-'Doutet himfdf) had fent HHw 
" three thoufand Loads of Rice at lj"s own Ex:
"pelll"e. Now to what Purp0ff., fays he, 
" could he lay up filch vaH Stores of Pr~
" vifions, which could not be done wid~uto 
" raifing the Murmurs of the People, ifche 
" Defign had been to carry the Army to If
" pAhan, by pafIing through Provinces where 
" there cou Jd not fail to be PlOviflons in 
" Abundance? Was it not a hopeful Way 
,~ to get the Favour of the Peoplew the Ufur
" pat ion of the Crown, to exafperate them 
" by Contributions, which ho','r ,perdTary fo
" ever, arc always more or lef5 Cr#.~r.:~ble 
4;' to the People, and cannot fail 0 .neenhng 
~' them againft thofe who order then ," 

A s to rhe Accufation againft his lrother .. 
in-I.aw, that he did not maf{,h to belie ~ Magh
mud in Candahar, after his ViClory, < None, 
" faid he, but a mere Novice and Ignora as 
" in milit.uy A ffairs would caft it in his 
"Teeth. Don't they know that he left the 
" Bulk of his Army by the Side of the Gulph, 
" when he went to furpl ize the Rebels at 
" J\.lrmCl1t ( and would they have had him 
" gune with the le1fer Part of his TlOOPS, 
" which were already haraffcd by purfiJlng 
" AfaJ!.hm1td auo[s the Dderts, to befiege 
" him) after the Harveft was oyer, in a Gay' 
" where there was plenty of every Thing,' 
" and twice the Numb~r of Men to defen~ 

" it, . 
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I:~ it, tha\ he would have had to attack it? 
" The n~lt Crime they will lay to his Charge 
" wi 11 ix, that after fo many bloody Defeats, 
~~ many compleat Routs, and, after the 
, Eo£' of fo many great Captains killed by 

" the" Aghva/'lJ, he fhould dare to be the 
" firft to beat and put them to Flight. 

THU!' did this unfortunate Minifter vindi. 
cate hirnfclf and his Brothl.!r-in-Law; and 
though he did it with more Courage and 
Pride, than th<,> pI dent Situatiun of 1liS ld: 
fairs feem~d.o compoH with, tlJe Kmg, inHead 
of bc:rf, -}ffcnded with him, could not fOf
bea:::r.a wet' pll1g at the Misfortune of a Man 
who ha been always dear to him, and to 
whom}-; had, by his rafh Credulity, done 
more In, ry than he could ever repair. 

'r." carts of his very Enemies relented, ." as it were in fpite of them, to iee the fad and 
cruel State to 'which he was reduced, after 
a long Selies of uninterrupted Profpenty; and 
they could not refufe to pity the great Humi. 
liation and Dligrace of a firft Minifter, wh0fc 
high Situation and Fortune they had fo long 
envy'd. 

EVE R Y Body did him Juftice in their 
Hearts, and the King more than any: But 
how could they acquit him, though they knew 
him fo innocent and unblauJcable, without 
c .>ndemning themfel ves? It was, thel eforc, 
unavoidable for him to be the Victim of !hat 

S 1- unhap .. 
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pnhappy Maxim whilh has too m17fh pre. 
vall'd 111 the Courts of Princes, aif:d which 
m.lhe~ it indecent for Kings, who te impo
fcd upon every DJ y, to own, even after th.s 
InJuHH .. e is manitCit, that they Wt~re de(..'eivt<r. 
MOleover, what other Courfe could, the 
King take wah the Man who had the Key 
of all the Secrets of State; and who, after 
the cruel Outrage commmed againft him, 
mIght thlIlk himfdf authoJlzed to deceive 
111m? How did they know but he might be 
tempted to put the Plots in ExecutIon, for 
which he was Funin, 'd betore.~nd? And 
what 11 ad they not to fcar fi om a ~a!!-Of his 
Gcniu-, Capanty, and Courage, iflonce he 
gave \Vay to his Reicntments, an~ w:S at 
Llbertv [0 ad? 

STA'TE Policy, therefore, requi.ed hat he 
fhould pan, fur a climinal, both bee 1 1e he 
had beUl already treated as fuch, and bccal ~ 
I1C mIght become 10. Therciore, though the 
King WlS convinced of his Innocence, though 
he was perfwaded, rhlt blind as he was, he 
fa w more clearly into Affairs than all the 
M1111 1lw<" and Confidents that he had left:; and 
thJ.t he was (ven better qualIfied than any of 
them to be lirH: MtniHer; yet a ... he could not 
thorough Iy confide tor thcTime ro come. in 
the Ad Vlce of a Man, whom he had treated 
too ill ever to trun him. he rdolved to put 
him out of his Way. But though he wat, 

under 
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~d~r th~t Neceffity to keep a ftriCl Guard 
upon a an to whom it might be dange
rous to gr'~nt his full Liberty, he endeavour
ed" however, to make his Captivity the rnore 
!oll\able, by giving him the Came of Chlras 
for t:~ Prifon with a very great Pcnfion. My 
Memoirs do not fpecify how rich it was, but 
if we may be allow'd to form aJudgmcnt from 
the Condua of Fchah-Solymoll, Father of 
Schab-Huffiin, to the two GIlIef Phyficians of 
the KlI1g his Father, whom, though he 
might have Jufily condemned (0 Di:<.th, he 
chofe to contlle in fueh a Pnlol1 as this for 
their :;Lives, and gave them 20000 Crowns 
:Pe~l!i0nl 'tis rc::l1onable to fllpp01c that jCh/lh. 
Hl~[feil;' granted one much Plore confiderable 
to a Frime MiOlih:r, who had always been 
his Fa~'ourite, and to whom he endeavour
ed ~,al1 the gf)od UfJgc, which was C0n
rJit~nt with State Polky, to make amends, as 
fAr as ponlblc, for the irrepalab!e Ir~ury lle 
had done him. He alfC) made it hi!> Bnfi
ncfs to comfort him by fetting befOl e his E y cs, 
the unavoidable NecdTity of Ddh1Y which 
makes, as it were, an Article of Faith in the 
Mahometan Religion; fo that it may be faid, 
that at the fame that he confined him to a Pri
fqn as a Criminal, every Step he took to
w~rds him, could not but conVlIlce the whole 
Court, that in his Heart l'e thought him ll1no
cent. This Minifter was, therefore, conduc
~d to Chircd!, where he lived till Magamud 

St had 
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bad taken Ij}ahan, when he was poi~ned,,! 
Come fay, for fear left the U{urper fh~uld car
ry him off, and make uf~ of his COlJtnfels ; or 
perhaps, as others fay, he broke his'Healt at 
the Sight of his own Perfonal MisfOl tunes, and 
the Defolation of his Country. \Vhich ",.~y 
foever he died 'tis certain that he 10ft hi,: Life 
foon after Schah-liu.f!em 10ft the Crown j and 
that if in the Ger.eral Calamity of the King~ 
dom, he had an y Perfonal kefcntment on hIS 

own Account, It mnO: be to find himfelf 
fweetly revenged by the Ruin of a Mafier, 
'Who only fell from the Throne? becaufe he 
had d.:~rived him1eLf of the Affiftance of the 
MiOli+. r thelt \"1~ molt able to maintj1in- him 
upon it. H..:: v.:, tJ:-J~ Man in all PerJia tl:at 
D1'1'lp the 'ueH AppeaL".1' c, and h.ld the great .. 
eft Talents. He loved all Europe\ns in 
general, but r1;ti. ·,',u1y the Frel1ch, to '(hom 
he endr,lvoured to prown: the Prdel en~~ 
Tl.ldcto all tbe otherEttfOpeall F.lcrorie&: And 
this he d:J, not only out of an Inc lination 
to them, hut mu~1} more from a Reafon 0fState, 
havin,'), a Notion that the too ~reat Privileges 
which Sc,~',d.J AbaJ had granted to thofe Com. 
panils \H rc pj~Judicial to the Kingdom; and 
that the GOVdnmcnt could only gain by the 
DIminution Jnd Decay of their Tracle. He 
was a Man of very regular Management 
in his Affairs, and rather generous tha.l 
ftin~y in the ufe of his great Wealth, which 
he ow'd rather to his good Condutl: and Oe-

conomy, 
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06nomy\ than to Violence and Injuftice; 
The only Reproach which he feems [0 de. 
ferve wa~, for having too much exafperated 
Myrr.flleis againft the Prince Geo7gi.Ka1l 
G~rnor of Ca1UJahar, whofe Death may in 
one enfe be imputed to him. The Death 
of the:.: Prince Koflrow.Kan, the latter's Ne
phew, and the Defeat of h1s Army, may al-
10 be afcrib'd to the Meafllres which wis Mi. 
nifter made ufe of to thwart an Expedition, 
which it was his Intereft [0 hindcrthe Prince 
from fucceeding in. For this, indeed, how 
unjuft foever his Condemnation and Dtfgrace 
were on the Part of the King his Mafiel) and 
his Enemies, 'twas very jllft on the Part of 
Pro'fidence, whiCh in the Difpeniatlon of its 
J uftice ,0 Man kind gcncrall y makes ufe of the 
Injui1:ic'f of fome, to punifh the II~ufiice of 
others. 
, THE fame Political Maxim which had 

forced the King to facrifice his Minilter, as 
innocent as he knew him to be, obhged him 
to diffemble his Defigns to the two Informers, 
who had fo bafely Iffipofed on him. They 
urg'd in Excufe the extraordinary Zeal with 
which they bad been tranfported upon al'l 
Occafion w herein they thought the King's 
Life in peril. 'Tis very true that if this 
lrince had p\eafed, as he might eafily have 
don~, and as the Atbemat·7Joulet had hinted 
tf) him, to have traced that fatal Letter, which 
ba4 been made uie of to deed ve him, he 

would 
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would foon have found, that a Zeal/1-or his 
Perfon was a mere Pretence, in an J'fltrigue, 
where the only Plot was that which wa~ form-. 
cd againft his l\linifter; but he thoughl it was 
dangerou5 for him to dive ilto a Myft~Y) 
where hewas afraid of finding Criminals \\I.~ 01e 
Number and WeIght mIght have crtlhed 
him: Being fo abandon'd t() his Eunuchs, 
that they had his Life in their Hands) he 
chofe rather to hufh the Affair than, by 
fceming to miftruft them, to create a ] ea
loufy in them, of which he might be a Vic
tim. Therefore he accepted of thr Excu(cs 
made by the two Authors of the Calumny; 
fo that, Thanks to the Maxim which w~l
ways obferved in Favour of Intormer~; vzz. 
That to require too much CtrcumfPdlt01t of 
tbem, by making them altfwerabte for the 
Faas whtch tbe..y relttte, '"W'oltld be to tkffat 
the Eltds ~fthetr InqlJ1ry and Vzgllance j and 
tbat no Body bereafter would ventltre to gIve 
AdvIce fO PrZllces in a real 'Danger, if a 
Mall mufl be found gutlty for havzng takm 
a fatft Alarm, they came off with a Repri
mand, in which tho' their Miftake was blamed, 
their Attention and Zeal was commended. 

BUT nothing was a better Dernonfrration 
how much they were convinced of the Firft. 
~llnifrer's Innocence, than the Carriage ;0-
wards all thofe who under the Denommation 
of Kindred, Friends, or Creatures, were ar
refted with him, and involved in his Dif.. 

I grace, 
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grace. All were fet at Liberty, and fent 
home w!thout any other Exammation; and 
if any were detain'd at IfPaban, it was only 
from a necdfary PrecautlOn againft what a 
jUb~Refentment might put them lIpan attempt
'\ng the Country, All \Il gem:] .11 weI e Te
fior'd a thei r Efiates, but as It m ,t~h: not be 
faie to (ruit the Guard ot me PlOvll1lCS to 
Pelfons that had been 10 ill uied, thoil.: who 
had bc.:n removed tiom tbclr Govellll1H:nts 
were not rdiolcd, except a 1inall Number, 
who, by RCJiol1 01 tile S~cLlnnes tlley gave 
of their Fidelity, Of by the good Offiu.:<; of 
their Friends, h.(d CredIt enough to be fully 
reinflated j'l thur pon", 

Jrtt'PI though the Pcrfccurion agninft thofe 
who adhered (0 the Pllll1e Mmlfter was at 
firft fa general, yet two were e>..cq tcd out of 
it, who wcr<: very nl'Jriy lel.lh:d to him in 
~laltty of two Som-in-La w. They were two 
Noblemen of the F,lmily of the Plino's of 
Geor(~la. The one was called Kuttar~Agh(}JI~ 
Brother to him who aCtually hdd (he l>rim.i. 
pality of Geo1:~ia ; and the other was Mach. 
met-J(td: KaT!, Prince of Kachet 10 the fame 
Georg/a. They were both at Court in the 
Time oftbe DiJgracc of [ile Athemat. VOIIJet, 
t~eir Father-1I1-Law ; but [heir FIdelIty to 
thf King and the Gqvcrnment was fo efta. 
bldhcd, that they were fel1lrcd againft all 
Manner of Sufpicion. Therefore while thofe 
who had any particular Relation with their 

-Father ... 
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Father-in-Law were imprifoned every/where, 
neither their Perions nor Eftates were touch'd. 
And though the Eftates of the Prime ~1ini
fier were forfeited, they had fo much Regard 
for the Sons-in.Law, that they fequefter;d 
the P art which was to come to them for ~ :leir 
Wives Dowry, which was all paid them. 

As to the General Lujt-Ati-KaH, Brother
in.Law to the Athemat-Vottlet, who was 
taken up at Chiras, as we have ob1erved ; 
though at the Time that he was brought to 
Court, the Prejudices on Account of the pre
tended Confpiracy were vanifhed, yet he was 
not treated near fo kindly as that Minifrel '5 

two Sons-in-Law: Hut then he was ufed Pt)t 

fo mUGh like a Criminal, as like a Matt-they 
were afraid would become fo, and whom 
they would, therefore, difable from being incli. 
Indeed they depnved him, \\ ith fome Colour 
of J ufiiee, vf all that he had plundered in the 
Proyinrc dUllng hls lait Campaign; but they 
did not wuch IllS Efiate of Inht:ritance, which 
W.1S referved entire to his Family. A, for 
him, tlil,y detained him at I/pahan, under a 
geL1tecl Guard, without any Mark of Scan
dal, tint could nick either upon him or his 
F am i I y, and Oll I Y to be fa fe agatnfr the Con
feqllcnces of t~ ,e Refenrment of a Man who 
WJ.~ only iuf\'lcled, becaufe he had met with 
ill frcatmcnt enough to provoke him to be a 
Malecontent. But notwithftanding the In
juftice whlch had been done him, he fhew'd c 

plainly 
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plainly afterwards, that he was always more 
difpofe\~ to forget Outrages than his Duty. 
Nor was it from any Difguft that he refu
fed to command the Troops] as he was im
portuned to do at the Time that I j}4hall be
g~to be pIetTed with the Famine, but mere
Jy, he iaid himiclf in Jufhficatton of his 
Rcfu aI, becaufc with the few Troops that 
remall1ed, he iaw plainly that there was no 
Good to be done with the Aghvans ; and that 
in the mean Time, if, while he did his beft, 
the le.1fi Thing fhould happen to check him, 
the Su1picion, of what was pan would caufe 
it to be imputed to him as a Crime. His 
Excufes wt're at that Tlme tJkcn for a mere 
'Pre~~xt to cover that iC(.fct Difgllft which 
hin L hill] fi'Olll Athon ) but his Conduct 
when.J a(~hmJld was Mafier otlfPahan, plain
ly 'fhew'd the Candor of his PlOceedll1g, and 
the Uprj~hrnds of his Intentions. As this 
Uiurper had Ical11ed, at hif> own Expence, 
what he was capable of dOll1g, he left no 
Srone llnturn'd to make him his Friend, and 
he thought chat Lujt-Atl-Kan would be the 
more pliable, becJuie he did not doubt that 
thiS Nobleman wuuld prder the Friendihip 
of a new King, who heap'd Wealth and 
Honour upon hIm, bdore that of an unjufi and 
detJlfoned King, who had abufed him in both 
the'f Refpe8:s. .But though, as 100n as he 
entered lfPllhan, his Vlry firfi Care was to 
*nd for him to come to him, to give him 

all 
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all the Marks of Favour and Difl:inCli~n that 
were mOlt likdy to win him, to rtife him 
to nl:\V Honours, to load hlI~l with tavours 
of all kind; and though he every Day im
pJOvcd hIll kmd Treatment of hIm, he (QuId 
never gam him to the Plcjudile of what.che 
thought hi~ Duty to the Royal F amllv~1f'and 
SChflb-HuiFel1l h..td the MornhcJtion to i~e that 
thl1l fame Man, whom he wac; fo we,lk as to 
fll1pcCt of Tlf'aion) could nc~t fdal ve with 
hlOli~lf to abandon him, whln It had been 
paroonable 10r him to have done It, and 
nOlwithftanding the Example he had fifft 
:lbewn him, by abandoning hlmid£ Luft-Aii
J<al1, who might have lived peal eabiy at 
Ijpahcm, efkem'd and vJlucd by him Jhat 
was the M.iiter thae, and who d( .. handed 
no other CompialfJnce of him, but to jf'celve 
his Favours, and to takc tbcm in boocl Pdlt, 
would not fo much a<; gIve himfclfTlme to 
flay till tome fjir Opportunity offered to 
ferve his old .Mailers. NotwIthftanding all 
tile Favours which the new King heaped 
upon hIm, all his Care was to het Out of 
his Way; for which at laft he found an 
Opportunity, and with the Riillue of eve
ry ThIng, laid hold of it t(1 ~o and Jom 
the Prmce Thamas, Son of .S{h.!h.HltjJi:in, 
with whom he had a Son already; and who 
with a handful of Troops frill kept up the 
remainin~ Hopes of the Royal Family in one 
Corner of Per/ia. 
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NOTHING is a better Proof of the high 

,Idea which the Agh"'·tl11J had c.onceived of 
the Abilitws of thIs great Captain, than their 
COnfiCll1JtlO11 at his l fea pe. 

FI- OM tIle very hdt Suililt ion they had of 
hil\. t!1ey were fo uncafy and alarmed, as if 
\he~ollg,ht thrmfcl ves rum'd. And really, 
conijdcnng the Notion they had, which 
W.lS not wIthout Foundation, that If a Gene
ral of his MOlt ancl Expclit11cc was at the 
Head of Prime Thr:mas' Party, his Reputa
tion would foon mdke hIm wl1fidcrablc, and 
he would come lllmtelf e're long to attack 
them in I JPahan, alld to dl i ve them (Jut as 
he had dC)IJC two Y l,m before from Ktrmtlll, 
thc~~, cd neither MenJccs nor Prol1liics to 
deter l\i.m. 8tl itt: Search was made for him 
ip ;;lV'the HOllies vf Ifjahtl1t, whirh was 
tBrcaten\l ,\lith Fire and Sword, If It fhould 
arrear th.lt dlly InhabItmts had wnccalcd 
him; the greJtdt Rcwards were promiled to 
any who ihou!d dllcovcr them: In ihort , eve
ry Thing was in Dll<:llder and Tumult among 
the Agln'tllU, \\-hen Advice came that he 
was diii.:overed and Jppn:hcnded at BC11-IJpa
han, a great Town in the Neighbourhood of 
the Capltal, and that [hey were carrying him 
to MlJghmlld. Thls BtJ'f'iJtlrttln was fo enrag
ed,. becau1e of the Trouble his Eflapc. had 
put,.nim to, that the Moment he laW him, 
he rufh'd uppn him witi! Fury, and cut him 
to Pieces with his Swold. One may judge 

of 
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of the Fright he had been in at this Gene-, 
ral's Efcape by the Obligation he profefs'~' 
to the Inhabitants of Ben· IfPahan, for having 
deliver'd him up. As they had given him 
more Trouble than any City of PerJia; and 
as they had defeated feveral Bodies ofll hi9 
Troop& during the Siege of J/pahan, h,t!"nev/r 
could be heartily reconciled tc' them; and 
though he was all along very ftriCl: in obfer
ving the Conditions upon which they fub
mitted to him, yet it was plain that he re
member'd old Scores, and only waited for an 
Opportunity to be revenged. But the Ser
vice which they had now done him, in deli
vering up the only Man in PerJia to him 
that he beliv'd capable of driving hiflJ--ont 
of a Throne, upon which he never .4hought 
himfdf well eftablifued, fo long as r!~ had 
fuch an Enemy before his Eyes, feemt:d of 
filch great Importance to him, that it can
cell'd all the PrCJurtict:s which he had till tlJen 
entertained ag.1tnft the Inhabitants of Be1l
Ifpahalz; and he looked upon them after
wards as Perfons who were Proof ag,llinU all 
Temptations. He imJgin'd tint, after an Ac
tion of 1uch Noife and Importance, by which 
they had render'c! th~mfelves irreconcileable 
with their old lvI..l.ficrs, he mi:sht hereafter 
depend upon them as much as upon the 4~h
'Vans themfelves, and he gave them the n'oil: 
authentick Marks of his Gratitude, and evell 

of 



( 161 ) 

of his60nfidence by the Privileges of olll Kinds, 
bf which he was lavifh to them. 

W HA T I have jufr now related of the Death 
of the General Luft Atz.Kan, did not hap
pen till towards the Cloie of 172.2.. and af. 
ter~Scbtlh-Huffiin's Dethronement ; but it 
"a[) r.;cdTJTy to antidpat\! E\ ents .l link, 
that the Reader might h;l\'e all the S.H! f.1l1ion 
that he could ddjre, with fegJrd to tLe Fdte 
of this Grclt Man, \\ hoie Ddgrace, as wei 1 
IlS that of the Prime Mtrlificr, 1m, BlOther·in. 
Law, ought to be looked upon J) the E;o
rha of the firft Blow that fhook the ThlOne 
of Schah-Hu[fein, as we ihaH {hew hel e:.:.f .. 
ter. 
. I as in November -' 1720. that the G cne
ral was pprehended at Chtras, juit as he 

s the March to befiege Ca1fdahar. His 
Army which encamped round Chrras, and 
whtch only waited for his Orders to decamp. 
~o fooner heard that he wa~ apprehended as 
II. Maldador for High- Treafon, and c.lIfied 
Llnder a {hong Guard to Court, bllt every 
one fearing to be involved ill his Difgrace, 
that they fhould be called to account for the 
Violences committed in the 'Perjian Gu I ph, 
and the nei~hbouring Provinces, and that they 
lhould be robbed of the Booty they had 
bro""ht away, took care to lhift for thcIl11dvcs 
as faft as poffible ; fo th'lt this Army, which 
w.as one of the fincft that had been on Foot 

T in 
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in Perfla for a long Time, was difpet:fed in 
a Moment. 

THIS was what thofe who governed atCourtI 
forcfa w plain enough, if they did not con. 
tribute to it by giving the Alarm to the T! 
of the Search which was threatenJd to be 
among them, for having plundered th~ 
vinces. "'Tis certajn that they were very ea 
at Court auhe difperfing ofthis Arqty, on one 
hand, becaufe they were afraid it would take 
Revenge for the Affront put upon their Ge
neral, who was very dear to them, or left 
the Spirit of Rebellion fhould creep in among 
them, and blow up a Flame in tht State; and 
on the other hand, becaufe A ffairs tonk a Turn 
,vhich made it probable they had no }9.nger 
need of them. f 

AND Indeed it feented they hal' ,.}othin~ 
to fear, neither from the Lffgtans, nor MiJgh~ 
mud. for the lattc:r fince his Defeat was 
afraid to flir out of Ctl11dahar; and there aau ... 
ally went Reports that the Aghvans being 
alarmed, and mortify'd at this hrn Shock, and 
not canng to expofe themfelves to a fecond, 
which would defiroy them without Remedy, 
defired nothing better than to enter into an 
Accommodation. As for the Le./j)ans, who 
were threaten'd with a fpeedy Irruption by 
17 at,~htanga, Princ~ of GeorgIa, and who .had 
no other Means to lay the S~orm, tha"p by 
making their Peace with·the King of Perjill., 
to whom Vachtangll was Vaifal, they defired 
it with folded Hands, and fpared no Sf>Ii. 
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etations nor Submiffion to prevail with the 
toun to protect them from the Refentment 
Of a Prince, by whom they faw therniel ves 
ready to be crufhed to Pieces. And as this is 
the firft Time of his Appearance upon the 
~a~e, it will not be improper to give the 
leade~ a true Account of him, and of what 
gave Occafion to the Incurfion that he was 
preparing to makf" againfi: the Leffstans. 

AFTER the Death of KoJlrow-Ktllt, Prince 
of Georgia, who was killed, as has been laid, 
in his tuft Expedition againit JJ{yrr-fPeiJ, 
Yachtanga, as EldeH of the furvivlng Pnnc~s, 
ought to have fucceeded lHm. Bnt bccaufe he 
could not do it without cbanging his Religion, 
he e rather to renounce hiS Right and 
Title. hat Brother who followed him, be-
l eady Patriarch of Gcc?r:gztJ, offered to 
turn Mttl!ulman, and to take a Wife, by quit
ting the Patriarchat for the Principality. But 
thdr Father, who was 'Dlvan.Be~, or Chief 
J uftice at IfPahan, did not approve of the Pa
triarch's Thought, and, notwithftanding he 
was fuch a ftaunch Muffulman himfelf~ 
looked upon it as a Temptation, of which 
he found Means to cure him, by a great 
Number of Baftinadoes on the Soles of his 
Feet, by which he confirmed him il1 his Pa
triarChat·. Mean Time, a third Brocher Who 
was ..not under the fame Engagements as the 
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fecond, turned MahoO}eran, and was made 
Prinl,e ot Georgza. As fOI Vachtllnga, the 
Court was fo dtfguHed with hIs Denial, 
dut they baniihcd him to Kir man. But at 
1ength,when a ft:w Years \VCll' expired, the 
Tcdlou1nehofhi~ Exile prevailed \)n him, ~d 
rendercQ him mOle rllablc to the SOllLl~atlOn~ 
and great Pronllics [lut were Ol,ldt to engage 
him to take the TUIban , and a~ foon a~ this 
was done, he had all the RIghts of PJlmo
geninm: rdtoreri to hIm, anJ was inllalled 
Prince of Ge01lJa. 

WHEN he wa:, alfived at Tefl!s., which is 
the Ca FHal of tue Country, and had heard,. 
and p.:tltly teen wIth his own Eyes, the 
hOflid RaYJgc.\ which the Lejgtan.r Dad.made" 
on hI.!> La .. d", he rdol ved on 1ul,h J/.evenge, 
as fhould tur evu pur it out of thei:"- ~w('! 
to atttm t't rhe lIke again, and Whldl might 
fervt: tur a Warning to his Neighbours. W lth 
thiS Ddlf!,n, theldore, he calJed together all 
the NoLlilty of hi~ Dominions, and having 
ordered all hi~ V,lffJis that were fit to bear 
Arm ... , to LOme and Join hun at refitS, he 
fOllnld an Arilly thertwith of fixty thoufand 
Men. ]n getting them together, and in ma
klf1g the other nccdfary Preparations for his 
Expedition, he fpent the lafl: l\..fonths of the 
Year 1/19. which was the Year of his' Re
turn, and the firft Months of the ¥ ear 
1120• 
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HE was in a Condition to open the Cam; 

paign about the End of the Spring. But as 
his Defign was more upon their Perions, than 
upon Chelr Country, whofe POVtfty iccur.cd 
it, it was to no Purl-'ok fur hIm to hurry hunlelf 
te Adion. He knew that 'twas their Cuttom 
to leave the Plams about the Beglnllin~ of 
Summer, and to retire with tbcil Flocks to the 
inaccdflbJe Part.:; of Moum Cat/cajus, where 
they are (ule to find a Shelter ag.1tnft the 
Heats of the Seaion, wbidl in (he Fields are 
not tolerable. ThcJl:fore he Idol ved to take 
Time till the Cold of the Autumn and Win
ter drove them from Mount Caucafus, where 
'tis very fevere, and obliged them to come 
do~~gain into the Plains, where he depend
edof}~ ving them at his Mercy. 

~ '..V'H! N the Le{gza1lS faw his Manner of 
proceeding, they Imagined that they were 
undone without Remedy, if they did not 
find Means to ward off the llIow: And as 
nothing but the Authority of the Kint!, of 
Perjia, could hold the Arm whilh tbey faw 
lifred up over their Heads, they were under 
an indifpenfable Necdlity of having RcC'ourfe 
to it. Mean Time, as it was already the 
Month of 'December before they received the 
News that the Court of Perjia had com
plitd with their Submiffion, they kne~ not 
w~at Courfe to freer. To quit Mount Cau
cafor, and to come down into the Plains, was 
to abandon themfelves to the Glorgtans. To 
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flay upon thac Mountain in the Winter Time, 
was the Way to perifh. And accordingly 
feven hundred Families of thofe, who in their 
'terror at the Approach of the Georgians 
were fo obftinate as to flay upon Mount 
Caucafos, were buried in the Snows, whick 
was a Lofs of near feventy thoufand -Men 
to the Nation, each Family confifting gene
rally of about an hundred Ferfons. 

THEY were in this cruel 'DIlemma, when, 
happy for them, though unhappy tor Schah. 
I-luj(el1l, they were dcltvered out of it by 
the two vr:.ry Informers, who had lately ruin .. 
ed the Prime Minifter; and who, on this De
cation, made: the King commit a [econd Blun
der, as prejudicial to him as the forme~nd 
to which he ought partly to afcribe -~le Lofs 
of his Crown. 

T!E formidahle Army, which the Prince 
of Georgia had on Foot, was as terrifying, 
to the Chief Phyfician Hekim-Ba[zi, and 
to the Chief Moullah, or Chaplain to the 
King, as it was to the Lefgtd1t!. One of the 
Sons of the degraded Athemat-Vaultt, was 
Brother to the Prince of GeorJ,ta,. and as 
People confCious of their own Guilt are al
wavs under Terror, and imagine that every 
Thing they do, tends directly to the Punilli
ment of their Crimes, they imagined that the 
Prince V.chta1tlga would no fooner do lWn
felf Juftice upon the Lefo.tans, but that hf 
would put hirnfelf at the Head of fixty thou~ 
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land good Soldiers, and might be tempted to 
come and demand Satisfaction of the Kir1g 
for the Injuftice that had been done to the 
Prime Minifter, and to force him at leaft. to 
give up the two Informers to him, that had been 
t~e Caufe of hisRllin. 

BEl N G alarm'd in this Refpett, they 
ifrighten'd the King yet more in another. Not .. 
withftanding all the ConviCtion which 
8dJah~Huffei1l had of the Innocence of his 
;Prime Mmifter, and of the Knavery of his 
two Confidents, his Weaknefs, and a long 
Acquaintance, which is a fatal Ro(.k to Princes, 
permitted them to regain the Afcendant; 
which they al ways had over him. They 
im~oved it by making him jealo,!s of Prince 
Vac nga's Undertaking, by reprefenting to 
him, t· this Expedition, wherein the Prince 
feem'd to aim only at the Lejglans, concern
ed his Majefty as much, or more than the 
Lefgians themfelves ; that with the powerful 
Army, at the Head of whlch he marched 
againft thofe Barbarians, he would joon 
reduce them; and that after having taken 
their Country, whkh Borders upon Muflo .. 
'V)" he would be very well able, with 
the Reinforcements ht: would get from the 
.J.tJUjiOVltt'S, to moleft and attack Perjifl, 
whenever he pleafed: That there was a very 
p'tain Method to prevent, and to deft!at his 
ProJed:s, that the onty Thing that needed to 
be done, was to grant Peace [0 the Le!gta,.,,, 
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'Who had folidted it for .dong Time, with the 
utmoft Intreaty ; and, in ccn(equence there
of, to fend a politi ve Order to the Prince of 
Georgia, to difalm, and to lctire Home; 
that by doing fo, he would gain the Lef
glans, who would only be obllged for their 
Saf~ty upon this Occafion, to the ~ing's 
Goodnds and Clemency; and that even tho' 
they fhould be ungrateful enough to forget 
their Obligation to his Maj..:fty, for having 
prc/el vea them from imminent and (O[al 
Ruin) yet the Fear of being ab,mdon'd to the 
Dll<.reticJU of the Princt: of Georgia, upon 
the brit Il1fimccrion they fhould make, would 
ret,lin thelli in their Duty: That the Pnnce 
of Geor<~ia, on his Pan, having no ~ger 
a PI ercxt to take A rms, would Ur very 
quiet on thi1l FlOnticr; and that the'Jealou.fy 
and Diffidence bet ween the Georgians and 
Le.fkians would keep them both in a Sub
mlmon, which would free the Court from all 
Unc.1Gneis upon their Account. 

THE Advice \vlS approved; and as the 
AffJir was preffing, and they knew that the 
Plince Vachtallga was already on the March, 
a COLli ier was i~nt inftantl y to carry him the 
KlI1g's Orders, which were not only poft. 
tive, hut fo lofry, that it [cem'd he affected to 
tlt:Jt him without any Decorum. In fhott, 
the Oruer [aid, That if he had taken Ho~e 
for the Expedition, ht: muft difinount that 
InHant; that if he was actually purfuing 
the LefJ/dllS, he muft fiop that Moment 
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fhat if he had drawn his Sword he mutt 
Immediately fheath it; and that he muft take 
gr~at Care of difturbing the Peace, which it 
had pleafed the King to gr.:nt to that Nation. 

'T 1 S more eafy to Imagine, than to ex
'Prefs how much the Prince Vachtangll was 
tJlrage9 at an Older fo imperious and unfea ... 
fonable. He was provoked to fec certain 
Vlct01y fnatch'd out of his Hands; and that 
he fhould be brav'd in filch a haughty Manoer 
in the Slght of tho1e very Barbarul11s, that 
he was ready to LTufh to Pieces. It was thought 
that in his Vexation he would have gone far-
ther, notwithfiandtng the Orders of the Court, 
if he could have been fme of the chief Lords 
of h~?bility, whoie Troops made great 
Part·o~~ Army; but mifiru{ting that the 
Court liad ~ain'd them, and feal ing to be 
abandoned by' them, as the Prince Georgi.«an formerly was, if he contraven'd the 
'KIng's Orders, he took the onl y Courfe 
he had to take, which was to declare that 
he would obey. He made the Declaration, 
indeed, but in a Manner that was tl uly wor
thy of his great Soul; for having fent for 
the Cowier, which had brought him the Or
der, he drew his Sword before him, and point
ing him to it, made an Oath [hat he would 
nevt:j dra w it f()f the Sc:rvice of the King, 
or rae Defence of Perjia, an Oath which he 
Clbferved ltrerwards too religioufly, to the 
great PrejudIce of the King and Kingdom, 
as ·will appear hereafter. He: retirecf after 
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this Declaration, and carried back his Army; 
whk.h raged with Indignation to fee that, af~ 
ter all the Ravages which the Le./!,ians had 
made in Geor~la, they :lhould efcape out of 
their Hands, Juft as they were on the Point 
of facrificmg them to their Vengeance. There
fore they conceived from that Time fpch afl 
indifferent Opinion of Perjia, that they ne .. 
ver were reconciled to it afterwards. As to 
tht: Prince Vachtanga he took Care to [ecure 
his Frontiers againit the Excurfions of the 
Lelg,ans. After which he fhut. himfelf up 
at refitS, refolved (0 have nothlOg at all to 
do with Perjia, and not to bear Arms, unlels 
he was attal.ked hlmfe\f. All this paf..,'d about 
the End of the Year 1720. and .~ long 
after the Difgrace of the .Athem?~(Jutet, 
'Which haPllen'd, as we have faid,1O 'Novem
Iter the 1ame Year. 

A.TER what the Court of CPerjia had late
ly done m Favour of the Le./!,Ianf, whom. 
they had plcferv'd from total DdtruCtion, they 
expected a great Cal m on the Side of that 
F runtier; and 'tis certain that they had all 
the Reaion to expeCt it, if they could depend 
on tile Gratitude and Oaths of thofe Bar6a
rians. But they were Bonds too weak to fiop 
a fierce Natlon, accuftomed to live by Rob
bery, and not to be aw'd by any Thing lefs 
thao ' the Fear of a fuperior Power. This feace 
which they had folicited with the great~ft 
Earnefinefs, and which they had, as we may 
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fay, bcgg'd on their very Knees, fubfifted no 
longer on their Part, than till they could re
cover from their paft Fright. It fcarce laft. 
ed three or four Months, and they fpent Part 
of the Time in making Preparations for the 
Campaign, as foon as the Seafon ihould per
rJ1it. For, as foon as they faw that the Geor
gian Army was retired, and that after the 
Oath which the Prince of GeorguJ had ta
ken never to draw the Sword for the Service 
of Pef'jia, they had nothing to feu frem 
him, as long as they did not tonch his Fron
\iers, they rdolved to fall upon the Provin
~es of Perjia which they bordered upon, and 
:which the Court, from a too great Confidence 
in th aith of a Treaty they had wheedled 
thelli i had left abfolutely unprovided of 
Forces: y wanted nothing but a Pretext 
to break the eace, which they had juft con-
51uded ; and they tought for one that might 
',ntereH: the whole Nation, and oblige even 
thore who before had kept tair with Per
jia, to take Arms in their Qyarrel. The 
Difgrat:e of the Atbemat-'D()ukt, whofe 
Eyes had been put out, and who was con
fined in Pe,jia for the Remainder of his Days~ 
after his Eftate was forfeited, feem'd to them 
very likely to produce the Effect which they 
proWted• 

~HJS Minifi:er, as has been obferved before, 
was originally of their Nation, and even 
of the Blood of their Kings. They pretend

ed, 
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fpread chemfd ves eVeJ y where, like It,~ ort.ent 
which noth mg can rclift: They pluna'~ f~ 
veral very confiderable Towns, and partic~ 
larly Szamachl: And, after having cut iff; 
Piefes 10me Troops that were ralli,d toge .. 

t
er to oppofe their Excudiol1s and Ravages,. 
ey tell upon the PlOvillce of S;:;)'rUJa1l, 

ne of the richeft in Perjia, whll.h they 
foon reduced to IJC one of tbe pOOl dt, by 
their plundering it \.\ithoutMclCY. 

IT was ~t the fame Time that tbe City of 
~aurts, wbilh was the gJcatcH, and moft fa
~ous of Perjil~ nC}l.t to IJpaha1t~ and which 
IS Jl10 compnicd in the Pro\ inn: ot Szyr
'wall, was defhoy'd by an E.lfrhquakc, where
i' thouJand Souls penfhtd. ThIS 
Calal1lu:y, adJed to the SlOUlgC of War, 
occaflont:d a ry great Confh.:rnJtiun through 
all 'Pujia. Hut \\ lut mnft {11~,1llcncd IJpa-

'han, was, a Pha::nOI1l11)(ln rkl.t :1ppcar'J ttlere 
in the Air, dUling tbe S, r:lmcr of ) 72 I. 

The Clouds oeillg at that TIllle very tIll\" k, 
the Sun appc,m.d rhrou{2.h [ht:m of a Blood 
Colour, Whllh laitcd Ilt.,r two Months. The 
Afirolog<:rs of 'Perjia b-.ing confuited upon 
it, dedared that It was an Omen of a grc<lt 
Effufion of Blood; and, as they are vt.:.ry 
rnlich heard in that Country, the Acoount 
wl)Jch they gave of t~e 11h;£l1omenon, on. 
}y ferved [0 augment thcConfternation, which 
was more vifibleatCourt, than elie where. E,re_ 
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(pread themfd yes every \\There, 
which nothmg can renft: They..,."n ........ , 
veral very confiderable Towns, and 
larly Szamarhi: And, after having cut 
Piefes fome Troops that ~ere rallied . 

~
er to oppofe theu Excurhons and Ravages .. 
ey fell UpOR the Pwvince of Szyrwall~ 

ne of the richeft in Perjia, windt they 
foon reduced to be one of the pOOl en, by 
their plundering it without Mercy. 

IT 'was at the fame TIme that tbe City of 
lauTu, whkh was the gl eat eft, and moil fa. 
~ous of Perji:lJ neAl to IfPaha'llJ and which 
is O1lfo compliied in the Province of Szyr
wan, was deftroy'd by an Earthquake, where
i' thou1and Souls penfhcd. This 
Calamlty, dded to the Scourge of War, 
occafioned a ry great Confiel llJtion through 
all Pnjiu. But what moit frightened llpa-

'han, was, a Pha:nOI11CnOI1 tha.t appcar'J there 
in the Air, during the S, mmer of J 72 (. 
The Clouds beiIJg at that TIme very thiLk, 
the Sun appeared through thcm of a Blood 
Colour, which laftcd ncar two Months. The 
Aftrolog,ers of 'Perjia being confulted upon 
it, declared that it was an Omen of a great 
Effufion of Blood; and, as they arc very 
mwch heard in that Country, the ACQOunt 
w~ch they gave of the IJha;:nomenon, on
ly ferved [0 augment theConfternadon, which 
·was more vifibleatCourt, than dfe where. E vc. 
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ry 'BQ.Iy te~m'a to have a feefet Foreboding 
of the Calamities that were foon to arri ve : But 
th{s Apprchenfion, inftead of awaking the 
King and his Minifters; by rouzing chern out 
oftht profound Lethargy which tlley 1ee,n'd 
to be buried in ; and inHead of animating 
them to make any extraordinary Effort ttl 

prevent the Misfortunes, Wlth which the) 
were thredtcn'd on all Sides; only made them 
fullen and heartlefs, like People that fee an 
Evil coming over their Heads, whICh they 
have no Strength nor Means to avoid. The 
Inaction and the Weaknefs of the Court b~{ 
this general Difcouragement was what revi v'~, 
the Hopes of Myrr-Maghmud, and gave him 
an Opportunity to verity the Preiagc¥ and 
Predia:ion~ which the Stars and St:>~tra~e'fs 
had foretold in vain, If the Perji~:fJ' had had 
but the Courage to have taket! the neceffary 
Meafures to dl vert the Effects of them. This 
is what I am going to explain in the Sequel 
of this Hiftory, in which it will appear that 
never was there a cheaper ConqueH ofio great 
a Kingdom; that the Conquerors never dream'd 
of any fuch Thmg; and that they had not de
termined at 1aft to undertake it, if they had 
not thought the Succefs fure, and found it eve
ry Day more practicable, the farther they ad. 
vanc'd 
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