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T HE

HIS:ORY

Revolutions of Pers1a:
Takerrdom the MEMOIRS of

Fathes X RUSINSK I,

Procura ToR of the

Jesvirs at ISPAHAN;

Who lived Twenty Years in that Country, was em-
ployed by the Bithop of Ijpahan, 1n his Negotations at
the Perfian Court, for the EMPEROR and King of
France ; and was familiarly converfant with the greateft
Men of all Parties.

Done mto b NG LYSH, fiom the Original, lately publyb’d «vith
the Royal Licence at Paris,

By Father DU CERCE AU,
Who has prefix’d a Map of PErs1a, and a fhort Hiftory of the
SOPHIES; quith curtwous Remar ks on the Accounts given é):
TavERNIER, Sir Joun CuarDIN, and ather Writers tlar
bave treated pavescularly of that Government and Country, &57r,

VOL. L

The Sctconp EpiTionN,

To which 1s added, an ArPENDIX,

.ving an Authentic Account of the Dethroning of Sophi
I'mamas, by his General Tuamas Kourr Kan, the
Advancemen: of that General to the Impersal Dignuty, and
his many ViCtories over the Zarksand Moguls, down to the
prefent Year 1740

L O ND O N:

Printed for J. OssorNE, at the Golden-Ball in Pater-
Nefter-Row, M bpec xL.



e T \
e SR TP
{..z/;j T g

G
;: /wlggwéaf ......
\C&" fre gt




ADVERTISEMENT
Concermmg  3he M A P.

Have caufed a Mapto be engraved, which

ts far from being crouded with Names
and very proper for this Hutory the Plan
of it ; becaufc T have cndeavoured to
avoid a Fau]t that s but too common in Charts
of this Nature, vzz. the {welling them with
a great Number of Towns, and other Places,
not mentioned in the Hlﬂmy, and lcavmg out
thofe that ate. As thie Map I exhibit 1s on.
Jy calculated for this 'Hlﬁory, 1 have not
troubled myfelf to fet down any Places, which
are not nam’d in it; but as to thofe that are
treated of, whether they be Cities, Towns,
or Villages, I think T have omitted none, at
leaft, of fuch whole Situation I was able to
determine.

I Mari this Exception becanfe, as the
Memoirs of another Perfon were my Guide,
I could not avoid the Mention of fome Placcs
I found in thofe Memoirs, though their Si-
tuation was not plainly enough pointed for

me



e to give them their true Place in the Map.
Such for Example 1s Kiec-Kilun, a Canton
of Arabia, where Maghmud, 1 1724. fpade
‘an Expodition that was very unhgppy for
him ; and the Province ot Baétyaps, to which
’tis {uid the Prince ]l{’,yrza-&ﬁ, the eldeft
Son of Schab-Huffern 1s retived.  Thg Ay=
thor of the Memous probably thought thefe
Names as well known abroad, as in Perfa
where he wrote, and theiefore faid no more of
them ; but as I don’t find any Trace of them,
either in the Maps or the Accounts we have
of thefe Countries, 1 chofe rather to leave
them out of my Map, than to fet them down
at random.  For the fame Reafon T have omit-
ted the Town cf Aknlz, of which the Au-
thor fays nothing more, than that 'tis a Town
inhabited by Aymensans.  But thefc People
are difperfed into fo many different Cantons
of Perfia, that a Man muft be a Conjurer,
unlefs he had been upon the Spot, to know
where to place the Town of Akuis.

As to Karabegia, which is not mention=-
ed neither by thuat Name in the Maps,
it ftands for all that Country which lics be-
tween the Rivers Kur and Aras, which are
the Cyrus and the Arazes of the Antients.
I have not marked the Town, becaufe I
would not make the Map too broad ; but I
have reprefented one Fnd of the Lake of that
Name, which will fuffice to fix it, becaufe it
lies to the South-weft of that Lake,

WHERE



 WMerE Thave faid that Machmer-1Wali was
Prince of Hacvufa, I'thought I had fufficient-
ly determin’d the Situation of that Province

y taking Notice that it bordered upon the
vamce the Aglvans of Hafarai, who
arc Neighbours to thofe of Candabar.  The
Pofitign of this fingle Town fixcs thofe other
Cantons.

I uave given a larger Extent to the Pro-
vince of Mafanderan, on the South Side of it,
than is generally given in the common Maps
which 1 thought make it too narrow: And m
Reafon for it is this : Sir Fobn Chardin, in his
Coronation of Solyman, {ays, “ That from I/

ahan to Damagaan, (the {ame Town that
‘ the Maps call Damgan,) a City which lies
« at the South End of Mafandran, or Ta-
“ briftan, ’tis twelve Days Journey ; and that
from ‘Damagaan to the Czfpran Sea 'ts
‘ npine,” which is three Quarters of the Dif-
tance from Ifpaban to Damagaan. Now,
as this Province is contracted tn the Mars,
we {carce find it 2 Quaiter Part of the Way
from Damagaan to the Cafpian Sea, that it
is fiom Damagaan 1o Ifpaban therctore
it muft neceflarily be fuppofed, that tins Pio-
virce extends much {arther to the South than
is laid out in the Maps.

I Have not marked a Scale of Miles in the
Map, becaufe in fuch narrow Limits as 1 have
givenit, ’twould be very Difficult to make a
it Computatlon of the Diitances, efpecialty

with



with Regard to the Towns which ares but
half a League at moft from Ifpaban, the
Diftance of which I have taken Notice of in.
the Hiftory, much more exactly thap &' was
poffible to do it in the Map. ~ Rifides the
Degrees of Latitude and Longit{ide will fup-
ply that Defect.

As the Reader will be glad toTe&; art one
View, all that theZarks and Muféovites have
conquered in Perfiz, and what hitherto re-
‘mains to them, as well as what remains to the
Sultan A/zraff, 1 have taken care to inclofe
what belongs both to the one and the other
with particular Points.

ERRATUM,

In Page 4o. Liue 29. for Grand Sigtuors, read Grandees,

A Diretion to the Binder.

Place this with the Map, juft before the
Hiftory of the late Revolution:

THE



THE

PREFACE

a HOUG H the Gazettes and other
| publick News-Papers have, for
| féveral Years paff, given us
{ many Particulars about the
Il Revoiution in Perfia ; yer per-

baps there is wo Event of our
Time, that has been delrver to us with more
Obfcurity. This is not faid to throw any
Blame upon the Authors who band thofe
Advices to us : They are not anfiverable
for Accounts which are fent to them at (o
great a Diflance ; and, be they ever fo de-
Sectrve, we owe them Thanks for the (are
they bave taken tg informus, as much as vas
in their Power, of every Thing relatir | to
this great Catafiropbe.

s to Evewts of the like Nature in Coun-
tries remote from us, we have nothing fearce
70 depend on, but the Relations grven by

A Perfons



(ii)

Perfons «who were Eye-Witneffos, who'were
i a Situation and Capacity to be informed,
not onby of what was of a publick Naure,
but alfo of the moft private Tran(3#%ns, as
well at the Court of Perfia, ass,” that Na-
tion which bas newly coﬂqueﬂ’d that vaft
Kingdom ; Perfons, in fbort, who being Fo-
reiguers, with regard to Perfia, contd bhave
n0 Reafon to favour one Party more than
another.

The Hiflory which follows is founded up-
on Evidence of this kind ; for the only Plan
upon which I have formed 1t, s the Memoirs
of Father Jude Krufinski, 2 Polith Fefu:t,
who lrved twenty Years at Upahan, end did
not leave that City t:1ll towards the Conclu-
Sionof the Siege ; and who, from Opportuni-
ties that I am going to mention, was in a
Setuation to be more particularly informed of
the imtrinfick Part of Affarrs, than is gene-
rally poffible for private Men, and Fo-
reigners.

Two Tears before the dethroning of Schah-
Huflein, that is to fay, in 1720. the Bifbop
of Ypahan, baving a Brief from the Pope,
and Letters from the Emperor to the King
of France, 2o deliver to the King of Perfia,
the Prelate engaged Father Krufinski, the
Procurator of the Fefuits in that Kingdom,
to accompany him to his Audience, and to
affif? him in the Profecution of thofe Affairs
which be bad to negotiate with the King's

Miniflers
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Miniflers. As that Polith Fefuit, who had
éeez eighteen 2ears i Perfia, was very
well kgown at Upahan, aud was better ver-
Jed thanNsgy other European in the Method
of tranfacteng Bufinefs there, the Prelate
repofed f6 much Confidence wn his Probity
wndl Cwperience, that be totally abandoned
the Care of bis Nc’ﬁotiatim 1o him ; [ that,
as Father Krufinsky fays bimfelf, wnothin
was treated there but what paffed tbraﬂg%
bis Hands.

The frequent Opportunitics which the
Conrfe of this Negoriation gave bim of con-
verfiug with the chief Minflers, and the
principal Officers of Schah-Huflein 5 and the
Friendbip they bore bim for bis Integrity
and Wifdom, put him into a Capacity to be
informed of Abundance of the Anecdotes and
Secrets of that Court, which could not be
leartted from any but thofe whe <vere con-
cerned in the Arcana of Affairs. A Man of
bis Abilities, who for two Tears, the mof?
curious Part of Schah-Hufein's Reign, and
21 the very critical Times of the Revolution,
was with all the Miniflers, and admitted not
only to thesr Audiences, but alfo to their Con-
verfation, could mot fail of coming at many
Particulars which could not be learned with-
out Doors. The Reader will eafily difcover
this in many Parts of this Hiffory, and efpe-
cially in thofe -which relate to the Ia-
trigues and Fiﬂeﬁi of Myrr-Weis, Father

2 4



(iv)
to Myrr-Maghmud, who dethroned Schah-
Huflein. Tbe firfl Part of this Hiflory, is
the more curious, becaufe it is quite ne® to
Europe, where nothing of it bas itherto been
So much as touched on. /

Farber Krufinski wanted nothing to be
fully informed of every Circumflance y¢lating.
20 the Revolution in Petfia, but to have the
fame Intimacy with the Aghvans, who are
the Conguerors, as be had with the Perfians,
who are the Congucred ; and Providence fa-
voured bim wwath this Opportunity in the Man-
ner I am going to relate.

During the Sicge of Mpahan, there was
none left in the Jefuits Monaflery ar ‘Lulfa
but the Procurator of that Society, who
chofe to flay there, if poffible to preferve the
few Moveables which the Miffionaries had
been forced to leave bebind them. This Pro-
curator, who before the Troubles was cbliged
to keep in the Stables, for the Ufe of the
Miffionarses, Mules and Affes, which the
common People of Petlia generally ride upon,
was furnifbed with feveral Sorts of Satves
and Qintments proper for the Diffempers of
thofe Animals, and was very well skilled in
the Method of applying them — When the
Aghvans bad taken Lulta, it happened that the
High-Steward of Maghmud’s Court, ’Efik
Aghari, was ferzed with a Diflemper which
his Phyficians thought incurable. As the Re-
medes which the Fefuit try’d with 'zm;‘};’

goo
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ZoAd Succefs in the Cure of the Diffempers
of :Beafls of Burthen, bad acquired hum
at Xulfathe Repuration of an able Phyfician,
who wgas Mafler of choiwce Secrets, be was
recommeMed to the Lord Efik Aghari. The
Phyficians V:gving already grven bim over,
be bad no Experiment left but to bave re-
courfe to a foreign Praltitioner, under whofe
Care be could not fare worfe than he had
done with bis own Doctors, who thought him
wncurable :  Therefore the Procurator Fefuit
was fent for. As he was more a Farrier
than a Phyfician, be was not willing to flart
out of his Sphere 5 and, therefore, in the
‘Ufe and Applicatson of bis Remedues, be ma-
naged his ‘Patient as be ufed to do bis Affes
and Mules. The Succefs exceeded bis Ex-
pectation, and his Remedies had the moft bap-
py and complear Effeit. The Patient, after
being given over by his own Phyficians, was
perfeitly recovered, and the Fefuit by bis
Cure acquired as much Efteem from the Lord
Efik Aghari as be bad gained a Reputation
for Phyfick throughour the Aghvan Army.
The firfl Vfe which the Fefuit Operator
made of his Credit <with bis Patient, was
to engage bim to fend for Father Krufinski,
his Brother Miffionary from Ypahan, the only
Fefuit that was left n the City, where be
was ready to perif for Hu;ger. He gave
bim to underfland that this Father, to whom

be was but an Apprentice, was much better
A3 skilled
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Skilled than bimfelf in Phyfick, and bad S ecrlets
even more wonderfulthan this. He needes no
other Argument to perfwade Efik Aghari zo
fend for bim from pahan to Lulfa, wwith
the Permyfion of Myr-Maghmwd* who
confented to at without any Difficuity.

Father Krufinski, coming to the Patient’s
Houfé made fuch abandfome dcknowledgment
20 bis Deliverer, by the Salves and Omtments
of which be made him a Prefent, that he not
only gatned bis Favour, but his Confidence
and became one of bis moft intimate Friends.
Hs conflazt sirtendance upon this great Of-
Jicer, and the frequent Converfation they had
vogether while be was on the mending Hand,
gave buy an Qpportunity to be thoroughly in-
Sormed of cvery particularPaffagein the Expe-
deton of the Aghvans ; and it may be affirmed
that no Bodywas more capable to fet bim right
12 the whole Affarr, than an Officer of that
Rank, who bad been prefent at all the Con-
Sultations, and bad the greateft Share in the
Lxecuton.

The Hiflory, therefore, I noww publih, is
taken fiom the authentick and accurate Me-
moirs of an wurelligens impartial Man, who
relates nothing but what be faw with his

wn Eyes, or beard from the Miniffers of
both

* He was not yet Mafler of Ijpaban ; but Schab-Hwuffein, who
was Juft on the Pownt of furrendering 1t, refafed nothing that he
demanded.
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&oth Parties, of the greateft Knowledge and
Aythority 5 and 1 dare affirm, that there's
Sedee a Hiftory in the World that can be
So rruch depended upon for the Truth and
Certarnog_of Falls as this, at leafl to the
Conclufion of the Tear 1725. for the Memoirs
of Krufinski go no farther.

As for what bas paffed from the End of
that Xear to the prefent Time, which goes
but a little Way wn the fecond Part of this
Work, I could bave no Informatson but from
the publick News-Papers, whevein Things
are reprefented in a very imperfelt and wun-
certain Light. Of this the Reader mayjudge
by their Way of diftingusfbing the Place
where the Aghvans gained a Viclory over
the Turks iz 1727. 'The Battle, fay they,
was fought between FErivan and Ifpahan
which is very near the fame Thing, as if,
to tell where a Battle was fought :n France,
they fhould fay it happen’d berwixt Quin-
percorentim and Marfeilles; for the Diflance
berwixt thefe two Towns 1s not [o grear as
between Erivan and pahan.

As to the little “Dependance that is to be
placed upon thofe Originals, with regard to
the Certainty of Faéls, I will only grve one
Inflance bere, which is, That it is pretended
that the Turks Jaid Siege, for the firft Time,
to Ifpahan, abont the End of the Summer
in 1725. though ’tis evident from the Me-
moirs of Father Xrufinski, that in the Ex-

Ay curfon
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£y from which they then made that Way, they
#id ‘not come within three Days Fourney|of
Zhe Place.

Hhat I mention at the End of my H.fto-
¥y, touching the Articles of the Tréuty of

eace, concluded between the Grard Seignior
and the Sultan Aflzraff, is taken from the
fame News-Papers. I have only omitted
one Article, which I did not thmk in the
leaft probable. ’Iis that where’tis faid, that
the Sultan Bfreff, and bis Envoys (ball be re-
ceived at Conftanginople, and in the other
Towns of the Ottoman Emprre as true Muf-
Silmen ; notwithftanding fuch is the Diffe-
rence 6f Opinions between the Turks and
Perfians, that they look upon one onother
as Hereticks. This Article might bave flood,
2f the Turk bad been treating with Schah-
Huflein, or the Sophies bis Predecefors,
who were of the Sect of Rati: But it can
by no Means fuust wwath Sultan Atzrafl, gnd
the Aghvans, who are now the prevailing Na-
tion i Peifia, and who are in all Refpeits
of the fame Religion, and the fame Set¥ as
the Turks, vamely, of the Set of Sunmni,
or the Followers of Omar, as may be obfeér-
ved in many Parts of this Hiffory., 8o that
this isguft the fame Thing, as if; in aTreaty
of Peace berween two Roman Catholick
Princes, who alfo acknowledge one another
as fiwh, 1t (bould be flipulated that for the
Jutwre they (ball no Lmger treat each other
as Hereticks, x
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2 make thefe Gbfervations bere, to adniv-
%tbe fmﬁ}t that as to vhe Certainty of

brygs, he ought 1o make a great Difference
bet ween the Fabls poflerior to theé ear 1725,
qwhich “Ionly took from deg publick’ News
Papers, and which 1 have uﬁi SuccinEtly re-
lated ar the Chofe of this Work, and the Faits
preceding that Persod, which are all ground-
ed upon the certain and genuine Niemirs of
Fatber Xrufinski: This very Perfin fent
them to Father Fleuriau, Procurator afﬁ;be
Fefuits Miffion in the Levant, and from this
Reverend Father I veceiv'd them, in order
to make them publick ; [o that as they came
to my Hands from that Source, and by this
Canal, the prefent Hiftory I have compos’d
from them may yuftly be look’d upon as a
Continuation of the Memoirs of the Levant
Miffions, of which Father Fleuriau bas al-
ready publyb’d fix Volumes.

I bave not advancd one Falt concerning
the Events of this Revolution, to the End of
the Year 1725. bur what is taken from the
Memoirs of Fatber Kedfinski; but I have not
vbferved the fame Order in my Hiffory as be
bas done : He divides bis Relation into three
Parts. The firft contains the Arrival of
the Aghvans before Ipahan, the Sicge and
Saryender of that Capital, the dbdicarion of
Schah-Huflein, the two 2ears and balf of the
Vfurper Maghmud’s Reign, the Inftallation
of bis Succeffor, and bis Ations to the End

of
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of the Year v725. The _[éfoffz contains the
Origin of the Rebellion of tif Aghvans, hnd
all the Intrigues of Myrr-Weis, Father to
Maghmud, as well at Hpahan as Candahar ;
his Rebellion, bis Return to bis own Coun-
try, and the Confequences of that Rebellion,
to the Moment that bes Son Maghmud fer
cut from Candahar «f the Head of his Army
20 befiege Kirman firft, and then Upahan.
The third and laft Part is [pent n difeover-
ang the “Diforder and Confufion of the Perfian
Government in all its Parts, under the Reign
of a weak Prince, a Slave to the Will and
Pleafure of bis Eunuchs, Perfons as inca-
pable to govern, as be was bimfelf.

This was the Method Father Krufinski pro-
pos’d in bis Memoirs, which in my Hiflory
I have thoughr fit to alter. The laff Part
which takes wnp almoft one balf of the Me-
moirs, is what I treat of firfl, and what I
have mofl contraited s (o that what relates to
the Difirders of the Government, confider’d
in gencral, is bardly the eighth Part of my
Hiftory. But I bave taken more Scope as to
particular Fats, which I bhave detach’d
from that third Part, in order to range them
in thewr due Place, according to the Order
of Time in the Courfe of the Hiffory. From
the Diforders of the Government, I pafs to
the Origin of the Aghvans, who have con-

uer’d Perfia, which takes in all the fecond

Part of Farher Krufinski's Memoirs, with
which
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which I conclude the firft Part of my Hif-
Lory.

Fbe fecond Part begins at the Departure
of Mygr-Maghmud, when he march’d from
Candaha 20 befiege Kirman firft, and then -
pahan, and defcribes the whole Serics of the
Revolution to the Treaty of Peace lately
concluded between the Grand Seignior and the
Sultan Alzrafl, by which the latter is left in
quzet Poffeffion of the Throne of Perlia, and
Sfecur'd againft the only Enemy that was
powerful enough to molefl him in bis Con-
quefl.
"Tis true that the Turk bas Reafon to be
Jatisfred with the Share that remains to bim,
which is near twe bundred Leagues of the
Country in Length, from the Kingdom of
Caket, the mofl Northern Part of Georgia,
to the Caty of Amadan oz the South, and i
Jome Places above one hundred Leagues in
Breadth. But I leave it to Politicians to
Judge, whether Conguefls at [o great Diflance,
which reach to the Center of Perfia, are a
valnable Acquifition for a Prince who is
four bundred or five bundred Leagues off,
and who will be very happy, if bereafter it
does not coft him more to preferve them than
what be will get by them.

This was all that I bad to [ay, in order
to fatisfy the Publick, as to the Materials I
bad for thes Hiflory, and my Method in wri-
ting it. Al that remains for me now, is to

explain
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explain fome Points which feepfd to me to
deferve it.

I may be blam’d for Inflance, becaufe, &fpe-
cially n the firff Part of my Hiflory, 1
smention the Facts without ‘Dates.  To this
I anfiver, that I found none in my Memoirs,
where the Tears are not diftinguyh’d till to-
wards 1720. Mean Time as this Want of
Date is always perplexing to the Reader, 1
will endeavour to fupply it bere, and regu-
late my felf according to an Event which is
clearly diffinguib’d m thofe Memoirs, and
mention’d in a Note in the firft Part of this
Hiftory.

The Fait is this: The Mufcovite Embaf-
0, which fo alarm’d the Perfian Conre, be-
caufe of the Czar’s Power becoming formida-
ble even in Afia, after the entwe “Defeat
of the Kang of Sweden, could not arrrve at
lipahan 21/l after the Battle of Pultowa,
which was  fought July 8. 1709. and be-
canfe it was by Reafon of this Embaffy that
Myrr-Weis was feént bdck to Candahar,
where foon after his Arrival be rebelld ;
this gives Room to fix the fending back of
Myrr-Weis te bis own Country, and bis Re-
bellion in the latter Months of the Year 1709.

As st muft take him up Tame to defeat the il
Impreffions which the Prince Georgi-Kan, Go-
vernour of Candahar bad given bim at the
Court of Perlia, and afterwards to make a

Zour to Mecca, and to return from thence to
Iipa-
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Ifpahan, where be alfo flaid fome Time before
be was fent back to Candahar, be could nor
in lefs than four Years do this, and recon-
cile bmfelf with the Miniflers, and the
King bimfelf, and ereit all his Batteries
agamft the Court, by Means of the Rebel-
bion, which be was contriving ; o that ir
may be conjeifur’d that it was about the
Zear 1705. that the Prince Georgi-Kan
Sfént bim to Upahan, as @ dangerous Man
that ought to be [ufpected.

It was not till two Zears after bhis Re-
bellwon  that an Army was fent againfl
bim, which he defeated. This Expedstion
and this Defeat could nor fall out, there-
fore, but wm the Year 1911.

I meet with another Perplexity rela-
ting to the Death of Myrr-Weis. Father
Krufinski’s Memoirs places it firfl iz
1717. which Dateis blotred out 1w my Manu-
feripty and 1713, writ over it. But as I
don’t know whether this is the Author’s
Correétion, and as befides the Date of
1713. cannot tally with the important Faéts
related in the Memoirs, I thought fit to ad-
here to that of 1717. which agrees perfeci-
by with thefe Faéls.

*Tis faid that after the firft Vidtory
which Myrr-Wis gain'd over the Perfians,
which, as I have prov'd, could not be fioner
than the Xear 1711. frelh Armes were fent
againfl bim every two Zvars, over w/;z'c/yhljz

I a
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bad always the Advantage. . Now if be died
in 1713. that is to fay, twe Years after his
Jirf Victory, be would not have bad the Op-
portunity of beating thofe Armies, wWhich af=
ter 1711. only came every two Xears to give
him any Difturbance.

Moreover *tis prov'd by the Memoirs, that
the Brother of Myrr-Weis, who fucceeded
him in the Principality of Candahar, enjoy’d
that Place bur a few Months, or even a few
Days; and that Maghmud, who bad cut off
bis ‘Vucle’s Head, was bis immediate Subftz-
tute. Now Maghmud, as i exprefly faid
in our Memoirs, was but twenty fix Years
of Age when he died in 1725, therefore if
bis Father was decad in 1713. he would have
been but fourteen Xears old when be cut o
his ‘Uncle’s Head, and caus’d bimfeif to be
declar’d Prince of Candahar, and General
of the Troops of the Nation, which is beyond
all Probability s whereas by fuppofing, as
the Manufiript fays in the firft ‘Place, that
Myrr-Weis did not die t:ll 1717. Maghmud,
who was then eighteen Years of Age, and
who by attending his Father in all his Cam-
paigns and Excurfions from bis Infancy, conld
not but be more formed to Bufine(s, and
more enterprizing, than is ufial at that
Age, might be i a Condition to fill the
smportant Poft te which he canfed himfelf
o be appointed.

It
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It was not till two Years after bis In-
Sftallation, that the Court of Perfia fent ar
Army againft bim, commanded by the Son
of SefiXuli-Kan, whom his Fatbher ferved
i Quality of Lieutenant. Therefore this
Expedstion, which was unfortunate to the
Perfians, could not be made but 1z the Year
171%.

The fuccefiful Expedition of Luft-Ali-
Kan, agamft Myrr-Maghmud was made the
Tear following, and by Confequence towards
the Beginning of the Summer of 1720, It
was in November that fame Tear that
this General, who was involved in the ‘Dif-
grace of the Prime Minsfler, his Brother-
wn-Law, was apprebended ar Chiras. Al
the Falts pofierior to this Event are da-
ted in the Memoirs, as well as this lafl, (o
that it were wneedlefs to ran this Chro-
nology fartber. But that the Reader may
Jee the whole Series of it at ome Glauce,
and confult it as be reads this Hiflory, [
think 1t proper to place it lLere.

Myrr-Weis was fent as a fufpec-
ted Perfon from Candahar ro I "
pahan, zowards the Clofe of the 705
Zear.

There be flay’d withont going ont
of the Town till } 1708

He
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E2o-weirde is Pilgrimage to Mecca
diwisng that [ome Xear, and re-
phvied 1o gfpthan about the End

*it, or the Beginning o )

%ﬁwas fent bacgk to gCaj:dahar,
awhere be rebelled about the End
of that Xear.

He defeated the Perlian Armgy
commanded 4y Koftrow-Kan, JE
Prince of Georgia, in _

He died, and was fucceeded firft by 2
bhis Brother, and then by his fé.
cond Sor Myrr-Maghmud,

Myrr-Maghmud defeated the Per-%
fian Army fent againft bim, in 7

He is defeated by the Perfian Gene-
ral Luft-Ali-Kan i the Summer

0

T/Jéf General Luft-Ali-Kan was
arrefled, and his Army difper-
Sfed by Means of the Difirace of
Athemat-Doulet bis Brother-in-
Law,  in the Month of No-
vember, the famé Tear.

Myrr-Maghmud fpent all the next
TYear in making Preparations
Jor a great Expeditigns and fet
out ww December.

He grrived ar Giulnabat, four
Leagues from Upahan, the 8¢b of
March.

1709

171%

1717
1719

1720

1721

1722
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He made bimfelf Mafler of Ifpa-

han, the 22d of O&kober, the fame

ear.

He didy, and bis Coufin-Germain

Afzraff fucceeded bim in April % 1725
The Peace between the Grand

Seggm'or and Afzraff was conclu-C 1727

ded at the End of

Thus have I given the Chronological Se-
ries of the principal Events of this Revo-
volution, which will make amends for the
Want of the Dates in the firft Part of my
Hiflory 5 for i the fecond, I have fét them
down exaltly.

Since, wherever I bave [poke of great
Sums of Money in this Hiftory, I bave [pe-
cify’d them by Tomans, which I have af-
terwards valued by our own Coin, I am 0b-
liged to give an Explandtion bere, both as
to that Money, and 1ts Value,

' The Toman is not a fingle Species of Coin,
but Money in Tale, which 5 ufed i Perlia
for confiderable Sums.

The Toman, taken in this Senfe, never
varies in stfelf, but the Variation of our
Coins makes a proportionable Variation in
that.

At the Time that 'Tavernier was in Perfia,
where be made his laft Voyage in 1663. the
Toman 774: valued at about fifteen (Irench)

Crowns Jor, by a nice Computation, at forty-
B Six
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fix Livres, a Denier, and ene fifth, as be
himfelf fays, [peaking of the Toman.

Our Money baving rifin fince, the Valu-
ation of the Toman vifes in Proportien ; in-
fomuch that in the Time of Sir John Char-
din,* whafe Travels in Perlia are later than
thofe of Tavernier, the Toman was valued
at fifty Livres. 1 will only produce two
Proofs of it taken frows brs Book, of the
Coronation of Solyman. HMe there fays,
p. 381. < They gave him eight Tomans,
<c which are four hundred Livres.” And
wu another Place before that, p. 298. “They
¢ took but 8coc Tomans, which are 400000
cc Livres.” Gemelll, who did not travel
to Perfia, 22/l near thirty Zears ajter Char-
din’s firf! Voyage, reduces the Toman to fif-
teen Crowns, and a little more 5 in <which
tis vifible that be bas only copied ‘Tayei-
aier, as be bas done i smany other Places,
though be never miffes an Opportunsty to
fall upon bim when be can. It can’t be
donbted but the Valuation of the Toman,
with refpelt to our Money, is very much
vifen frnce Tavernier ; and that it was at
leaft at fifty-five Lavres, while Gemelli tra-
velled 1n Perlia, that is to fay, in 1694. -So

B

* In his latter Voyages in Perfra, he reduces the Toman to for-
ty-five Livres, and we den’t fee what made 1t £1lf, but *os fill cer-

tain, according t Kru'n ks Valuation, that under Schob Solyman
1t was at fixty Livres,
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Father Krufinski, who came thither eight or
nine Lears after, and floy’d twenty Xears
there, that is to fay, during the greateft
Part of the Reign of Schah-Huflein, wva-
lues thé*Toman at fixty Levres of our Mo-
ney. The Letter from & Capuchin of Alep-
po, inférted in the Mercury of January 1727.
confirms this Valuation, by faymg, That a
Toman is worth twenty Crowus. And
this is the Rule I have conflantly follow’d
in my Valnation of the Tomaus throughout
the whole Courfe of this H:iffory.

As to the Coins of Perfia, [ think I
ought to correct a Paffage which is in the
Relation wmferted inthe fecond Tome of the
Mercury for December 17:6. °Tis there
faid, that the Ambaffador fent by Afzraff
to the Ottoman Porte carried for a Prefent
cooco Tomans of Gold, which feems to in-
fer, that there are two Sorts of Tomans in
Perfia, Tomans of Gold, and Tomans of Sii-
wvery, a Thing abfolutely falfe, and which
Lobferve bere,to guard the Reader aganft a
material Evvor, to which be might be liable
i that Refpect.

IWhereupon 1 [ball make thefe Remarks :

1. That they don’t coin Gold in Perfia, ex-
cept upon the Acceffion of its Kings to the
Crown, and only to ([catier among the
People 5 but that is uot current Mo-
ney.

B2 2. That
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. That there are but two forts of Sums
in Peifia, the one called Toman, rbhe other
called Or. Eight Larins make an Or, and
€ighry Larins 2 Toman ; and, by confequence,
a Toman 1s worth ten Ors. But whktn To-
mans are mentoned, the Queflion is not whe-
ther they are of Goldor Silver; and this Term
Jiguifies ouly a certain fixed Sum in Ac-
counts, which valued by the French Money
25 worth, at this Day, fixty Livres. This
Remark is taken from Tavernier, who ba-
ving traded confiderably at the Court of
Perlia, where be often recerved great Sums
of the Kwng’s Treafure, for the Diamonds
and Jewels which be fold to that Prince
in bis feveral Voyages, ought to be cre-
dited more than amy Body, as to what
relates to the Money of rhis Kingdom.

If Gemelli bas only copred Tavernier, as
to the Coins of Perlia, be can’t be charged,
bowever, with baving copied bim in the ‘De-
Seription be grves of the Bridge of Chiras,
over the Senderout, a Quarter of a League
from Wpahan ; for Tavernicr [ ys no more
of it, than that ’tis an old Bridge. But
Gemelli, who i1 all Probability never faw
£, gives @ ‘Defcription of it according to
that of the Bridge of Zulfa, or the Bridge
of the Gaurs, given us by Tavernicr.  In-
deed Gemelli faces this Bridge with high
Walls of coloured Biicks, which have a great
opening in the Middle, with a cover’d Gal-

lery
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Iery, and two little Footways at the Sides to-
wards the River.

In sgder to throw down thefe HWalls,
and thofe pretended Galleries, which Ge-
melli bas raifed of bis own Good-Will up-
on the Bridge of Chitas near Upahan, there
needs no move than ome Fafl, related by
Father Krufinski sz bis Memorrs, of which
bimfelf was an Lye-Witnefs. ’Tis the Me-
thod that Charpentier Jacoub, 2 Courlander,
took in driving the Aghvans fiom this
Bridge by Cannon-Shot, while the Perfians
defended it aganft them ; for tis plamn that
be could only fire wupon one Side of the
Bridge, becanfe otherwifé, and if he bad
fired from esther Eud of the Bridge, ke
wonld have knocked the Perfians 0-¢5-Head,
before be conld bave come at the Aghvans.
Now, if this Bridge of Chiras, was faced
with IValls and Galleries on cach Side, how
could the Cannon do any Execution upon the
Aghvans, whom he could only fire upon ir
Flank ?

As to this Charpentier Jacoub, I fball
bere add one Thing, which w:ill prove what
I have faid of the little Credit that is to
be given to the Relations that are handed
tous of this War.  According to Father
Krufinski who faw the Arttack made upor
the Bridze of Chiras on the 23d of March
1726. ﬁ was this Charpentier Jacoub, who
bavin} levelled Cannons charged with Car-

B3 tridges
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tridges againfl the Aghvans, drove them from
the Bridge. Now according to the Account
suferted i the Mercury for Novembge 1726.
it was under the Command of this f[ame
Jacoub zhe Courlander, zhat the Aghvans
made an Attack upoii the Bridge of Chiras
thar fame Day rhe 234 of March, which
is as much as to fay, that this very Man
Jought on both Sides, attacking and defen-
ding the Bridge at the fame Time.

In thefe Relatrons I might corre? fif-
ty Miftakes of the fwne Imporiance. I
Shall only bint at one, which s (o contra-
7y to all Manner of Probabiluy thar 1
can’t concerve how 1t conld flip the Wri-
ter’s Pen. 'Tisthere pretended that i the
laft Sally made by the brave Funuch Ach-
met Aga, the ‘Pruce of Havoufa Mach-
met-Wali, wbho fiflained ot ar firft bur
Weakly, jomed openly then with the Agh-
vans ; that be fell with them upon Achmet
that he drove him from the Pofts where
he had made a Lodgment ; and that be put
all the Perfians he met with there to the
Sword : Aud yet after this manifeft Treache-
7y, ‘t1s pretended that Schah-Huflein made
an Apology for this Traitor, whom he then
kuew to be fuch, agamft an Eunnch who bad
done him faithful Service. This whole Nar-
rative 1s abfolutely falfe : The Eunnch was
indeed blamed by the King for szving

fought
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Sought without the Orders of Machmet-Wali
General of the Army ;5 bur the General, swbe
always beld aut for the King in Appearance to
the End 0f the Sicge, never turned his Arms a-
gainfl the Frosps of that King which be com-
manded ; aad all that be could be reproached for
ufan this Qccafron was, that be bad not [upported
the Eunuch Achmet with as much Vigour asbe
might and ought to have done ; as we fball find
inthat Part of the Hiflory, where we bave all
the Particulars of this Adventure. Schah-
Huffein was fo far from fufpecting that the Ge-
neral bad betray'd bim, that all the Eunuch
Achmet could fzy to bim upon this Occafion to
convince him of it, and to open bis Eyes to fee a
Piece of Treackery, whichwasbut too palpable,
was abfolutely to no purpofe.

Wherever I have mentioned the Chief Mini-

Sfler of Perfia, I bave called bim the Athemat-
Doulet, zbough others, and even my Memorrs,
call bim Ichtimadewlet, But as, fince Tavernier’s.
Voyages, who aliways calls bim Athemat-Donlet,
be is more known by this Name in France than
by any otber, I bave thought fit to retainit,

Our publick News-Papers don't agree about
the Name of the Sultan of Perfia next to Magh-
mud. Qur Gazettes call bim Efref, and the

Accounts inferted in our Mercuries call bim A-
cheraf. I know not bow the Name of this Sul-
Zan ought to be pronounced; but asto the Way

of writing it, I have followed the Memoirs of
B 4 Fa-
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Father Krufinski, wbere it is ahways writ
Afzraff,

To the End that nothing might be wanting
which may contribute to the Satisfaction of toe
Reader of this Work, I bave prefixed a fhort
Hiftory of the Sophies, containing the Originof
that Family, and the Succeffion of Kings it bas
given to Perfia, and that bave reigned there
Jrom 1499, when Ifmael, the firff King of
the Race of the Sophies, mounted the Throne, to
the Month of Otober 1722, wben Schah.
Huffein, tbe laff King of that Race, was de-
throned. This fbort Hiftory will ferve as an
Introduclion to the Hiftory of the late Revolu-
tions 5 fothat inone and the fame Work, we fhall
bave a complete Hiftory of the Reigns of the So-
phies, which bavelafled but 224 Years,

Prince Thamas, fince the Conclufion of the
Peace beeween the Turks and Aghvans, muf? be
confidered as a Titular, who bad no longer any
real Poffeffion in Perfia ; but only certain Rights,
which may be of Service to bis Family, if the
Times fbould ever favour : But as they are at
prefent, under the Sovereignty of Schah Nadir,
(who feems more likely than any of their former
Rivals to eftablifb bis Authority) are more bur-
thenfome to them than they can be profitable.

I N



INTRODUCTION

TO THE

HISTORY

Of the Late

Revolution in Persia .
Or, A fhort

Hiftory of the SOPHILS.

wyaeasa oball not here enter into the In-
quiry, whether Europeans are in
the Wrong to give the Title of
Sophy to the Kings of Perfia of
the laft Race : Sit Fobn Chardin
in his Account of the Coronation of Soleiman,
Father to Schab-Huffein, fays, © That a
King of Perfia would take that Title as an

‘“ Affront
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& Affront.” Sir Fobn adds, « That for his
“ own Part, he could not help fmiling when
“ he read theTitles Sophy of Perfia, and Grand
<« Sophy, in the Works of fome of our Wri-
« ters ;”” and he afferts, ¢ That the trueTitle
« of the Kings of Perfiza of that Family, is
« Safié, or Sefié.

1 suair not difpute this with him ; for,
confidering how weli he was acquainted
with the Language and Cuftoms of Perfra,
’tis to be prefumed that he had Reafon for
his Foundation : But as the Abufe has pre-
vailed ; and as “us cuftomary in Ewrope to
give the Kings of Perfia of the laft Race
the Title of Sophy, which, with refpet to
us, is become the particular Diftinétion of
their Family, I fhall adhere to this Cuftom,
right or wrong, as 1 find it eftablifhed ; and
fhall give the Name of Sophy to that Family
which fate on the Throne of Perfia for two
hundred Yecars, and which is now extintt by
the Schah-Huffern’s Abdication.

Bur before 1 enter into the Hiftory of this
Family, I think I fhould take Notice, that
there is nothing more perplexed than its
Beginning. This is own’d by the Au-
thors themfelves that have wrote the Hif-
tory of it, who arenot at all agreed as to the
Manner how Ifinael, the firft King of this
Race, cume to the Throne ; nor in a Mul-
titude of other important Articles. Mean
Time, as I muft not be altogether nenter in

this
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this Controverfy, I fhall adhere chiefly to B:-
Zards, as to thofe Times of Perplexity and
Obfcurity which this Hiftory mentions, from
the Death of ‘Vfum-Caffan, to the Reign of
Ifmael the firft King of the Race of the So-
phies. T fhall likewife follow him in what
relates to the Reign of Ifmael, and that of the
fucceeding Kings to Codebende, beyond whom
his Hiftory does not extend.  Asto the Kinggs
af a later Date, I fhall chufe out of thc Ac-
counts given by the feveral Authors, what 1
think of moft Authority.

Origin of the Family of the Sophres.

HE Kings of Perfiz of this Family
pretended to be derived from A/, who

was Coufin-Germain to Mahomet, and his Son-
in-Law, by marrying Farima his Danghter.
Alz fucceeding his Step-Father, made a very
great Alteration in his Law. Hec added fome
Things, left out others, put new Gloffes on
it, and made fuch a Reform in it, that it might
pafs for a new Law.  Allthefe Alterations oc-
cafioned a Divifion in Mahometifm. The
greatet Number adhered to the Law, as it
had been given by AMabomer, and as it had
been preferved to them by Omar, one of the
chief of his Diftiples; and the others decla-
red
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red for it as it had been corre&ed and reforme
edby Al
Ay died with Poifon, and left two Sons ;
of whom the eldeft, named Hocen, came to
the fame End as his Father. The youngeft
named Huffein, {ucceeding his Brother, fuf-
fered Death likewife, as they fay, in Per/ia,
for defending the Doétrine of his Father A4/ 5
but he left twelve Sons, whom the Perfans
revere as fo many Prophets of their Law.
OnE of the moft famous of the Twelve
was Musa Ca1wm, or, as fome call him, Mous-
sa Ka1zem; from whom, after a long Series
of Generations, they pretend to derive So-
Pby, the firft of the Family of this Name,
that we know any Thing of. Whether he
came from Muysa Ca1M, or no 3 for this De-
fcent is not at all proved, and there is too great
a Space between the Trunk and the Branches,
for us to be fure of any Thing in this refpect;
it appears, however, very certain, that he
was the firft that refcued A/’s Law from
the Obfcurity in which it had been buried
for many Ages, and made it revive in Perfla.
In order to diftinguith A44’s Followers from
the other Muflulmen, he made an Order, that
inftead of the LinnenTurbans, commonly worn
by the Muflulmen, the others thould wear a
red woollen Cap with twelve Folds, in Me-
mory of the twelve Children of Huffein; and
’tis on Account of the Colour of their Tur-
bans that the Turks call them Red-Heads.
This
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T'his Reftorer of A/i’s Reformation flourithed
towards the latter End of the fourteenth Cen-~
tury ; and there is all the Reafon that can be,
to think that when Tamerlane returned to
Perfia, after the Defeat of Bajezer, he gave
thofe Marks of Efteem and Veneration to
Musa CaiM that are faid to have been confer-
red onhis Son Guines, or his Grandfon Schich-
Eidar, whom others call Hezk-Adar.

Bizaruvs, in his Hiftory of the Perfan Af-
fairs, Lib. 10. makes this Compliment to
Glines ; but the Fa& cannot be recorciled to
Chronology without doing Viclence to it:
Whereas, by afcribing it to Sophy, the Father
of Guines, all Things agree perfetly well.
And there’s the more Reafon for this, be-
caufe, according to Bizarus himfelf, Sophy
flourifhed at the Time that the Zarzars pre-
vailed over the Turks, that is to fay, at the
Time of Bajazer’s Defeat by Tameriane.

TAvERNIER, 1 know not why, makes the
fame Compliment to Schuch-Firdar, Son to
Guines ; which is an Error that Gemells has
exaltly copied from him, without perceiving
the Ridiculoufnefs of it.

Accorping to thofe two Travellers, Tz-
merlane returning to Perfia, after having rout-
ed and taken Bajazet, gave Schich-Eidar, in
Confideration of hisVirtue and Sandtity, a great
Number of Captiyes that he had taken inthelaft
War, NowTamerlanediedin 1402.and Schich-
Eidar muft then be a Man at full Growth :

Whereas
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Whereas it appears that Ifinael, the firft King
of Perfia of the Sophy Family, and Son to
Schch- Erdar, was but twenty Years old when
he conqmrcd Perfia in 1499. and but forty-
five when he died in 1534. Were wg to
fuppoie that Schich-Eidar was but twenty-
five Years old, which is the leaft that can
be fuppofed, when the Luftre of his Repu-
tation and Virtue gained him the Marks of
Tameriane’s Eftcem, it would follow that he
was above a hundred Years old when he hed
a Son, who, according to the Teftimony of
Hiftorians, was not Twenty in 1499. The
Truthis, that Schich- Ezdar cannot be fuppofed
to have {feen Tamerlane, and that the Thing
in Queftion can hardly be applied cven to
his Yather Gumes ; but that it tallies per-
fetly with bis Grandfather Sophy, as I have
fhewn. 'To him, therefore, was it that Te-
merlane gave the thirty thoufand Captives,
mentioned by Bizarus; and probably this
was the fame Sophy who, after having inftruc-
ted them in the Principles of his Se&, fent
them abroad to preach it Sword-in-Hand, a
Method which Bizarus himfelf fhews he
made ufe of for the Propagation of his Doc-
tiine.

Sorny was fucceeded in his Zecal for the
new Seé by his Son Guines, of whom we
find nothing confiderable, and who is not fo
much known upon his own perfonal Ac-
count, as for the Merit and Reputation of his

Son
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Son Schich-Eidar, to whom the Sophy Fami-
ly properly owes its firft Rife in the State.
,£HICH-EIDAR did not keep to the new Plan
of RCligiO[], which hlS Gl‘andfa[he[ had prea_ch-
ed up, and which his Father had trained him
up in; but reformed 1t as he thought fit, and
made a great many Alterations in it. The
edifying Lifec which he led, and the external
Appearance of Regularity and Picty which
hefaffefted in his whole Condud&, gained him
f(/:reat a Reputation, that the People flock-
ed from the very Heart of Perfia, and the
furtheft Parts of Armenia, to Ardevil the
Place of his Birth, in order to hear him, and
to be inftructed in his new Religion. They
devoted themfelves to it with Zeal; and when
once they had embraced it, obferved the Rules
and Statutes of it, with the moft {crupulous
and rigid Nicety. They were the more at-
tached to him, becaufe he made them be-
lieve that he had a Revelation that no Muf.
{fulmen thould be faved, but thofe who fol-
low’d the Doérine of A/i, fuch as he preach’d
1€,

Tris was his Manner of preaching at Ar-
devi) in his own Country, of which, ’tis faid,
he was Lord as his Anceftors had been, and
from whence he was afterwards called Har-
devil. But notwithftanding his high Rank
and great Eftate, in his Manner of Life he
was plain, modeft, and even harfh and auf-
tere; and manifefted a vait Contempt of Ho-

I nour
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nour and Wealth ; a Virtue {fo uncommon
and extraordinary made fuch a Figure in Fap-
fia, and gained him fuch a Reputation, that,
though he was not of Rank enough to afpire
to Affinity with a King, yet ‘Ufum-Caffarn,
who, from being Governor of Armenia, was
made King of Perfia, by dethroning his Maf-
ter, and who attained to the peaceable Pof-
feflion of the Throne he had ufurped, ch?ﬁ:
him preferably to the greateft Noblemen
in the Kingdom for his Son-in-Law ; for he
gave him his Daughter Martha, whom he
had by his Marriage with De/pina, Daugh-
ter of Calo-Fean, King of Trebzfond and Pon-
Zus.

Usum-CassaN dying in 1478. was fuc-
ceeded by his third Son Facup, firnamed
Chierzeinal, i. c. One-Ey’'d, becaufe he had
Ioft an Eye. The Father had put the eldeft
to Death for having rebelled againft him ;
and Facup had poifon’d the fecond, according
to fome Authors, or, as others fay, kilied
him the very Night that ‘Ofum-Caffan died,
that he might have no Rival in the Throne.

TroucH he came to it by foul Play, he
governed with very great Wiidom and Mode-
ration, to the Satisfattion of all the Provinces :
But after he had reigned feven Years he wasa
Vidtim to his Queen’s Debauchery. His
Princefs proftituted herfelf to one of the chief
Lords of the Court, whom fhe loved to Dif-
tra&ion ; and not thinking fhe did enough

for
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foy fo dear a Gallant to receive him in her
sband’s Bed, if fhe did not place him alfo
upon his T hrone, fhe refolv’d to difpatch Fe-
cup | b Poifon.
\%‘ R this End fhe prepared a Dofe for him,
hith fhe offer’d hlm one Day as he came from
bathing. N otwithftanding the Aflurance fhe
putfon at the very Moment fhe was acing the
Cyme, the King her Husband f.mcymg he
{afv an Air of Confufion in her Countenance,
had a Sufpicion of her, and requird her to
drink firft. As fhe could not get off of it
without condemning herfclf, fhe fwallowed
the Poifon with an affected Intrepidity ; which
deceiv’d the King, and fo encourag’d him,
that after he had drank of it himfelf, he com-
mended it to the Lips of the Prince his Son,
then with him, who was eight Years of Age.
The Poifon was fo quick, that all three died
of it that Night in the Year 1485.

Facup dying without ue, Fnlaver, one
of the firft Men in the Kingdom, and who
was fomewhat related to him, feiz’d the
Throne, and reign’d three Years.

Bayfingir fucceeded him in 1488. ‘and
reign’d till 1490.  Raffan, a young Noble-
man of twenty Years old, fat in the Throne
after him, and reign’d feven Years. It was
in his Relgn that Schich-Eidar of Ardevil
loft his Life in the Manner I am going to tell
you.

C THovcH
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Trovcu no Body had more Right to z}:)e
Crown than Schich-Eidar, on Accountbof
his marrying with the Daughter of ‘Ofum.Cayi
fan, his Birth was fo unfuitable to that high
Rank, and {o far inferior to the great Men
of the Kingdom, that during the Reigns of
three Kings, who fucceeded one another in
five Years, there was not only no Talkabput
him, but the very Perfons who fill'd he
‘Throne, not one of whom had a lawful Rigyt
to it, took no Umbrage at the Pretenfions he
might form to it.

Tue firft that gave any heed to it was
Ruflan : He began to be alarm’d at the Con-
courfe of the People from all Parts to Schich-
FEiidar at Ardevil, to embrace his Religion,
and to adhere to his Perfon: He was afraid
that the fecret Affe@tion which the Perflans
retain’d in their Hearts for the Race of their
Kings, and the Veneration they paid to the
Virtue of Schich-Eidar, would occafion a Ci-
vil War in Favour of a Man that feem'd the
more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he fet
no Value -upon it, notwithftanding the juft
Claim he had toit. Upon this he refolv’d to
get rid of him, and employ’d Affaffines, who
muider'd him at Ardevs). He did not flop
there, but thinking the new Seé, which £.-
dar went about to eftablith, even more dan-
gerous to the State than to the Muffulman
Religion, he perfecuted it to fuch a Degtee,
that {everal who had embrac’d it, aban-
don’d it. Tuesp
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HESE were the Meafures that Raflar took
to £ftablith himfelf in the Throne, when af-
ra Reign of feven Years, he was kill'd by
Aghmat, one of the great Lords of the King-
domy, who taking Advantage of the Kindnefs
ﬂméw'd him by Ruflan’s own Mother, made
er an Accomplice m -his ;Trcafon, and got
her jto confent to the Death of a Son who
loy/d her entirely. But Aghmat enjoy’d the
Throne he had ufurp’d no more than fix
onths, for the Soldiers of Rauflar’s Guard
not caring to obey a Man that had kill’d their
King, went to Carabes, one of Ruflan’s
principal Officers, who 1iv’d at Pan, to per-
fuade him to revenge their old Mafter’s Death.
This Officer having by their means affem-
bled a very confiderable Body of Troops,
march’d ftrait to Tawris, where having fur-
priz’d Aghmat, who was in no Condition to
make Refiftance, he put him to Death with
Torture. 'The Throne being vacant by this
Ufurper’s Death, a Nobleman nani’d Alvante,
who was the neareft a-kin to ‘VOfam-Caf-
fan, was chofe to fill it. Such wps the Def-
tiny of Perfia, from the Death of Vfium-
Caffar and his Son Facup, till at laft Ifmael,
the Son of the famous Schich-Eidar of Ar-
devz/ fix’d in his Family, in the Manner here-
after mention’d, that Sceptre which for a Se-
riesof 1400 or 1500 Years had pafs’d through

fo many different Hands.

C2 1=
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IS MAE L,

King of Petfia, the Firft of the Family of
the Sophies,~7 1499.

Cuicu-E1p AR, whom Rufian,at that T%me
King of Perfia, caus’d to be murder’d qt
Ardevil, left three Sons on his Death-Bed,
who would have run the fame Hazard as their
Father, if they had fallen into that Prince’s
Hands. The two eldeft, who were of Ageto
fec their Danger, fled, one to Afia M:nor,
the other to Aleppo, Ifinael, the third of
them, who was but a Child, was fnatch’d
from the Danger by his Father’s Friends, who
fent him to Hyrcania, or Ghilan, where they
ut him under the Prote&ion of a Nobleman,
nam’d Pyrchalim, a Friend to their Family,
who was Matter of feveral Places on the Czf~
pran Sea.

PyrcuariM, who took great Care of his
Education, caus’d him to be brought up in
thePrinciples of the Se& of his Father Schich-
Eidar ; and the young Man underftanding
that this was the beft Way to form a great
Party, and to gain the Favour of the Popu-
lace, of which he had need to fupport the
juft Pretenfions he had to the Throne, fhewed
a great Zeal to piopagate that new Religion,

and
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and to obferve it. As he was extremely well
mdde, had a noble and happy Phyfiognomy,
‘and a great Share of Eloquence and Courage ;
1p advantageous an Idea was conceiv’d of his
Igerfdn, that not only the common People,

ith whom his Father was fo much in Vogue,
Kin d with him, buf thofe of Quality began
to eipoufe him, to which the Prognofticks his
Father had form’d of him, may be faid to have
vohtributed not a little.  For Schzch-Erdar,
who was a very skilful Aftrologer, and whom
the People ftill rever’d as a Saint and a Pro-
phet, ventur’d at one of thofe Predittions in
Favour of Ifinael, that never hurt fuch for
whofe Advantage they are made, and which
are often of great Help to them in the Exe-
cution of their Projedts, by prepoflefling the
common People in their Favour. He had
foretold that this Son fhould be a great Pro-
phet and Conqueror; and that by his Zeal,
and by the Conqueft of a great Part of the
Faft, he would one Day equal the Glory
of- Mabomet himfelf.

As foon as Ifimael was grown up, and be-
gan tofppeag in the World, his Behaviour was
fuch as toylg not but confirm the great Hopes
they had donceiv’d of him; and by the no-
ble Indifference he thew’d upon ail Occafions
for Government and Grandeur, he chalk’d
himfelf out a Path to it ; which was fo much
the fafer, becaufe he feem’d to be the more
worthy of it : yet, as an honeft Care to reco-

C3 ver
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ver his Patrimony, was not at all inconfiftent:
with the Difintereftednefs which he valued
himfelf for, he made uie of this Pleato arm a
good Number of his Difciples; and having rein-
forced them with fome Succours which wefe
fent to him from Pyrchalim, he enter’d r-.
menia, where the Landswere that Ufum-Ca

Jar had given his Mother for her Dowry, and
took Pofleflion of them by Force of Arn.s.

THis firlt Succefs, as well as the good Con
dition of his Troops, gave his Party Reputa-
tion, and regain’d him a great Number of
his Father’s old Difciples, who had been obli-
ged by his Misfortunes and the Perfecution to
abandon his Sc&t : As they had all along re-
tatn’d their Principles, they devoted them-
telves to him with the more Zeal. Being re-
inforced by thefe new Soldiers, who lifted
in his Army, he went and attack’d the Catle
of Marmurlac, which was fall of Riches.
After having forc’d and plunder’d it, he led
liis Army againft Sumach, the Capital of Me-
Jfopotamia ; which he alfo took, and gave the
Plunder to his Troops.

Tue Noife of thefe firft Exploits made
his Name fo famous, and the ]}oog?ywhich
his Soldiers had taken under his}€ommand,
was fuch a Temptation to the Populace of
the neighbouring Countries, that they came
in from all Quarters to his Standard ; and as
he found Arms in the Places he had pillag’d,
to furnifh a great Part of the Multitude wha

ha
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hadinone, he found himfelf at the Head of
a <onfiderable Army, and in a Capacity to go
Tipon greater Enterprizes than the Attack of

owns and Caftles: He flatter’d himfelf from
that “Time with Ideas ot the moft fhining

oxune, and propofing to himfelf no lefs
tAarf the entire Conqffelt of Perfiz; he carried
his. Army towards Za#ris, which was then
the capital City, and where Abvante, lately
placed upon the Throne, as we faid before,
had his Refidence.

THis Prince was but juft rid of the Con-
fufion of a Civil War, in which he had been
engag’d with Moratcham his Brother, or as
fome will have it, his Son, who difputed the
Crown with him, and who having loft a Bat-
tle, fled out of the Dominions of Perfa and
Armenia. 'The Perfecutions and Crueltics
which Alvante exercifed after his Vitory,
againft feveral of the chief Families of ZTauris,
who had taken Part with his Competitor,
gave Ifinael a very fair Opportunity; for
being inform’d how ill the King was bclov’d
in that City, where there was {carce a Fami-
ly bef had felt the Effects of his Vengeance,
’dghis March, and no fooner came
own, but the Gates were open’d
to him. King Alvante, who not expecting
this Irruption into his Capital, was deftitute
of all the neceffary Forces to hold out a Sicge,
and who knew, befides, that he had as many
Enemies in the City as there were Inhabi-

C4 tants,
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tants, fled at the Approach of the Army, and
retir’d towards Armenta.  Ifinael enter'd with
Triumph into Tauris, without fhedding any
Blood, but that of fome of the fugitive King’s
Guards, who did not make hafte enough to
follow him ; fo that by the moft fortunste
Event in the World, hewas immediately ¥af-
ter of the cluef City of the Kingdom, witir-
out drawing a Sword.

NrverTHELFSs he was not fo puffed up.
with his good Fortune, but that he confider’d,
that as long as King Alvante was alive, he
thould not be abfolute in Perfiz. He made
the more hafte to purfue him, becaufe he
heard that the two Brothers being reconcil’d,
to repel their common Enemy, Moratcham,
who was raifing Troops in Affyria towards
Babylon, was preparing to go and join his
Brother Alvante, who was already at the
Head of a great Army in Armenia 5 1finach
prevented them from joining, and having fur-
priz’d Alvante, defeated him in a Battle,
in which the Prince himfelf was kill’d, fight-
ing at the Head of his Troops. Morarcham,
who was juft coming to join his Brc.her,
hearing of his Defeat and Death,} cargi/d his
Army towards Taurss, in order towfke Pof-
{eflion of it} but I/finael being inform’d of his
Defign, met him half Way, totally routed him,
and put him to Flight. This was in theYear
1499. which is recken’d the Firft of Ifinael’s

Reign.
Mo-
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MoRATCcHAM retiring for Prote&ion to Als-
dul, King of Cappadocia, Ifimael entered that
King’s Dominions the next Year, viz. 13500.
with an Army of 70000 Men, but had no
gxeat Succefs, his Forces fuffering there very

1xch from the Severity of the Seafon, and
§e carcity of Proviftoits. He returned thither
tHe Year following with an Army of go000
Men, and defeated Aladul and Moratcham
aear Babylon. Moratcham fied to the Sul-
tan of Egypt, and rcturned to Perfiz no
more. Jgadul, retired to Capadocia ; and I/-
mael improving his Vi&ory, reduced Baby-
Jon, Mefopotamia, and all the neighbouring
Provinces to his Obedience.

Ismarr having no more Enemies to think
of, marched againft the Albanians, the Ihe-
rians, (now the Georgians,) and the 7ar-
tars, who for four Years paft had not paid
Tribute to Perfia, to which he obliged them
again to fubmit. Then he turned his Arms
againft the King of Samarcand, a very power-
rince, and gained a more fignal Victory
over\him, than all he had won yet, which
the Sultan of Eg ypz, and eyven the
ignjor, who was then Bayazet 11,

He wal¥d with him, and Selym his Suc-
ceffor. The firft War was only carried on
between their Lieutenants. In the fecond,
Selym came in Ferfon, and took Tauris from
Ifmael; but at the Noife of his Approach,
Selym was obliged to retreat with Precipi-

tation ;
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tation ; and, though he had the Advantage
overlfmae/by Means of his Artillery, in which
the Twurks, at that Time, wete much better
skilled than the Perfizns, he loft fo many
Men in this War, and the Janizaries were fo
difcouraged at it, that they feared nothif f
much as that they fhould be obliged to ma
War in Perfia. As the Turks had the Ad-
vantagein Artillery, Ifmael had better Troops
than his, which were fo zealoufly and invio~
lably attach’d to him, that, during thefe Wars,
though a great Number of Deferters came
from the Twrks Camp to that of the Perfians,
who were by that Meansinformed of the State
of the Enemy’s Army, never any Perfan
deferted from [fmael’s Camp to that of the
Turks. Morcover the Perfians were prepof-
fefled with {o high an Efteem for I/inac’, that
they looked upon him as a Man altogether
divine, thought they had nothing to fear while
they fought under his Orders, and braved the
greateft Dangers, and Death itfelf, with an
unfhaken Intrepidity ; fo that he held ot
to the very laft, againft all the Effor’s of
the Turks, who could never recover aprIneh
of all the Ground that he had cofquer@. He
died in 1524. at forty-fiveYears ofgi/g?c‘:, aquiet
Pofeflor of one ofthe largeft and moft power-
ful Monarchies in the World ; and reputed
one of the greateft and moft famous Kings
that ever ruled in the Eaft. He left four
Sons, of whom Thamas the Eldeft, that we
are




(19)
are now to treat of, was his Succefor in the
Throne, the three others having had each
their paticular Appanage, as fettled by /-
wmael.

—_— -

<

THAMAS,

Son of IsMAxL, fecond King of the Family
of the Sophies, 21 1525.

ERE we to judge of this fecond King
of the Sophzes, according to the Pic-
ture which Olearius, and fome others, have
drawn of him, he was a very forry Original :
But Bizarus, in his Hiftory of Perfia, and
Chalcondile in that of the Turks, give usa
better Character of him, though they agree as
to the Faults which others charge him with.
To form a folid Judgment of this Prince, ’tis
neceffary to confider him intwo Views, name-
ly in Peace, and inWar. In the firft of thefe
s, he was a very bad King, covetous of
ubjects Wealth, committing the moft
ing Adsyof Injuftice, fiom the Temptation
of triflin groﬁt, and abandoning the Govern-
ment whohy to his Minifters, while he devo-
ted himfelf entirely to Eafe and Pleafure, fhut
up in his Haram, where he was once ten Years
together, and never went abroad.
I But
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Bur if we confider him in the fecond View,
that is to fay, in the Times of Difturbance
and War, he will be a very great Gainer; for
though he had no intrepid Valour, nor ajl
the Capacity of Ifinacl his Father, and though
the Turks took Babylen from him, with Me
Sopatamia and Affyriz; yet he conduécd
himfelf like an able Prince in his Wars; and
if he had but behaved as well in Time of
Peace, he would not have been much to
blame.

THaMas was but eighteen Years of Age
when he fucceeded to the Crown in 1525, He
had thrce Brothers Helcas, Becram, and Sor-
mifa, each of whom had his Appanage fettlod
on them by the King their Father. Helras
had for his Share Affyr:a, and Mefopotamia,
with the City of Babylon. Becram, had
Medsz, Georgia, and Albania, toward the
Cafpran-Sea. Sormifa had Parthia, which
is now the Province of Corafan

Burt all thefe Appanages were joined after-
wards to the Crown of Perfia, by the Desth
of thofe Princes. Helcas revolting duriny, the
Wars with the Turks, was taken by the 'l?(;c;-«
of the King his Brother, who 'pur him to
Death: Thamas got rid of the fg-ond Bro-
ther after the fame Manner, for fear he
fhould rebel ; and the third died a natural
Death.

TramAs reigned nine Years, without any

confiderable War to carry on abroad : But
n
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i7"1534. Solyman being partly encouraged by

lafrn;a‘t a Perfian Nobleman, and Brother-
in-Law to Thamas, who came to him for
Proteion, marched with his Army, againft
Perjia, and advanced as far as Tauris, which
Ye took without committing any Diforder in
it From thence he 2dwanced to Sultania, a
Cidy which was formerly the Refidence of
the Kings of Perfia, and which Tamerlane
had ufed very ill. Solyman 11. halting for
fome Time in the Neighbourhood of that
City, was diflodged from thence by one of
the moft furious Storms that Hiftory makes
mention of. He returned towards Afyria,
where he made himfelf Mafter of Babylon,
and caufed himfelf to be crowned King of
Perfia by the Califf of that City, to whom
that Fun&ion appertained in Quality of So-
vereign Pontiff of the Mahometan Religion.
After this Conqueft, all the Cities of Affyriz
and Mefopotamza, vpened their Gates to Soly-
man, who alfo reduced Curdiftan, and Diar-
beck under his Obedience. He {pent the
W idwr at Babylon, and with the Rcinfoice-
ment & the Troops that came to him from
£75p¢ tod S}gfza, he returned towards Taurss.
Thamas, who took Poft in that City after Ss-
lyman’s Deparure, marched off at the Ap-
proach of the Army, as he had doae the
Year before, and retired to the Mouatains to
watch for an Opportunity of furprizing the
Enemies Army. But as he left Zunsss this

Yu:u‘
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Year 1534. he made fuch great Spoil in all
the neighbouring Provinces, that-the Ene-
my’s Army being almoft ftarved, was obli-
ed to quit Perfia. Thamas, who was again
juft entered into Tauris, where Solyman had
laid all Places wafte this fecond Time, give
the Command of his ~Froops to ‘Deliment. fa
brave Caramenian, who purfued and overtdpk
the Turks near Betlis, on the left Side of the
Lake of Vax, upon the 13th of Ofober,
where furprizing them in the Diforder of a
Retreat, when they leaft of all expeéted it,
he cut them in Pieces, and gained one of the
compleateft Victories over them, that the Per-
feans ever had over the Turks.  Though So-
lyman had taken Affyria and Mefopotamsa
from Perfia,thefe Conquefts coft him fo dear
that he repented he ever undertook them ;
and at his Return to Conflantinople put to
Dcath Ibrahim Pacha his Favourite, who
had been the Inftigator of that War. ’Tis
reckon’d that out of 500000 Men, who paf-
{ed the Eupbrates toattack Perfia, not oooo
returned to Conflantinople.

After this Lofs, Solyman left ?;j%, and
Thamas in Peace till 1548. when jMe War
broke out again between thofe*y#o Powers,
upon Account of Bajazet, Son to Solyman,
who fled for Refuge to Perfia, and whom
Thamas would not furrender to Solyman,
when he demanded him. Solyman took the
Field with an Army of zoco0o0 Men, 7hs-

mas
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wias, who had above 100000, having obtained
lof the Portuguefe, at that Time very power-
ful in Afia, a Body of 10000 Men of their
Nation, with twenty Pieces of Cannon, met
with the Turks on the Bank of the Euphra-
-Zes, whom he attacked in Perfon, and by the
%bur of the Portugeusfe, entirely defeated.
S¥yman himfelf, who was wounded in this
Battle, loft 130000 Men there, befides feve-~
ral Thoufands, who died, either of their
Wounds, or of Poverty and Mifery in the
Retreat. 'This Battle was fought in 1549.
A Peace was concluded foon after at the Ex-
pence of Bajazer’s Life, whom Thamas, at
the Demand of Solyman, put to Death. 'This
Turkith Emperor dying in 1546, was f{uc-
ceeded by his Son Selym 11. with whom Tha-
mas renewed the Peace he had made with
Solyman. Affairs remained in that State all
tlic reft of the Reign of Thamas, who died
in 1576. aged about Sixty-eight. He was
of a middle Stature, very robuft of Body, had
a tawny Complexion, and pretty wide Lips.
He tiged his Refidence at Casézn, abandon-
ing Taurus, which had ever been the Metro-
pOTis of the Kingdom, and the ufual Seat of
the Kings itis Predeceflors. What gavehim
a Difguft of that Place was, that as it lay
neat Ardevil, where he was born, he did not
care to be in a City, where he might be of-
ten put in Mind of the mean Condition of
Schich-Eidar his Grandfather. He nomi-

nated
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nated for his Succeflfor Czider Mirizes, the
third of his Sons, a Youth of feventeen
Years of Age, whom he tenderly loved, and
who was already as Lientenant-General to the
King his Father, over all the Kingdom& But
the Perfian Grandees, who did not like thir
Choice paid no Regad to it, and offerdd
thc Crown to Codabende, th¢ cldeft Sdn,
who was at that Time in the Province of
Corafan. But he refufing it, they gave i
to Ifinael, the fecond Son of Thamas, of whom
we are now to give an Account.

ISMAEL IL

Son of Tuamas, Third King of the Family of:
the Sophies, i1 1575.

aCtually a Prifoner, when, upon the

tufal of Codabende, his elder Brother,. he
was placed upon the Throne. This PA}mce,
who delighted in War, in which he was.well
verfed, and very fortunate, had {oprofed the
Enterprizes of the Turkifh Pachas, who, not-
withftanding the Truce betwixt Perfiz and
the Grand-Seignior, took the Liberty to make
feveral Incurfions into the King’s Territories.
He beat them in three confiderable Rencoun-
ters; in one of which he cut in Pieces the
Troops

H E was forty-three Years of Age, and
e
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‘T'soops of the Pacha of Erzeron, who nar-
rowly efcaped with his Life. Inftead of
placing thefc Actions to the Account of his
Services, they went for Crimes at Court,
where Maeffum Bech, who did not carc for
him, and had the Ear of Thamas more than
a1y other of his Minifiers, put an odious Con-
ftiudtion upon them, by reprefenting to the
King that I/mae/’s raiing Troops, and ma-
king War of hisown Head in aT1me of Truce,
was fomething too prefuming for a young
Prince, who could do no more if he had the
Scepter in his Hands. He added that I/inael
already thought himfelf independent; and in
order to give the King his Father fuch Proofs
of it, as might aftonifh him, he put into his
Hands feveral of this young Princes Letters,
whereby he folicited the Governors of the
Places in his Neighbourhood to join with him
in a War againft the Turks, notwithftanding
the Truce. There nceded ncthing more to
alarm the fufpicious Temper of the Father,
who by the Advice of his Minifter, caufed the
Prince Ifinael his Sontg be arrefled, and clap-
ped him up in the Fort of Kabkae, near Ar-
devil, the fame where Prince Heleas, the
King’s Brother, was Prifoner, when he was
put to Death. Ifinael was kept under ftrict
Confinement there feveral Years. The King
his Father, who loved him, and did Juftice
to his Merit, was tempted fcveral Times to

reftore him to his Liberty, and would have
D done
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done it, if thofe fame great Qualities which he
efteemed him for, and the Affection of the
People, who were extreamly prepoffefled in
his Fayour, had not made him jealous that he
would dethrone him. This Surmife made the
greater Impreffion on the King, becaufe it was
artfully fomented by the Great Men of the
Court, and by the Governors of the Provin-
ces, who were jealous of Ifmael’s haughty
proud Spirit, and afraid that if ever he camc
to be their Mafter, he would turn them out
of their Governments, and put his Confidents
in their Places. Mean while the King his
Father, afraid to do any Thing more for him,
endeavoured at leaft to make his Prifon com-
fortable to him, by fending him very pretty
Women. But the Prince never went ncar
them; and fent to acquaint the King his Fa-
ther, that for his own part he was very eafy
under his Confinment ; but he did not know
whether he fhould have Fortitude enough to
bear the Imprifonment of his Children, in cafe
he had any ; and that he had rather have none,
than live to fec them miferable. To this he
added, that Plcafures of that Nature wesa not
calculated for Men reduced td that State of
Slavery which he laboured under.

‘THis was the Difpofition of his Mind, when
he was tranflated on a fudden from a Prifon
to a Throne ; which when he afcended, he ve-
rify’d what was formerly faid with Refpe& to
Liberius, that Princes who come to it by fuch

Stepsh
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Steps are generally cruel. For he began his
Reign by putting his Brother Caidar Mirifes
to Death. Then being curious to difcover
which of the Grandees had perfwaded the King
his Father to keep him fo long in Prifon, he
made ufe of the very Stratagem that *Ufam-
Caffan had formerly ‘employ’d with Succefs
to catch his cldeft Son, who was in Rebellion
againft him : He thut himfelf up for a few
Days in his Palace, and would fuffer none
but fome of his moft trufty Domefticks to fec
him. After fome Time he ordered them to
give out that he was decad, and to makc all
the Ceremonies and Pieparations viually made
in the like Cafes. Evay Thing fucceeded
to his With: Thofe who were difaffected to
him, thinking him rcally dead, did not diffem-
ble their Scatiments with regard to a King
from whom they thought they had nothing
more to fear. The King who had his Spies and
Eve-Droppers, wasinformed of cvery Thing 4
and, as focn as he appeared again in publick,
caufed fome to be taken up, whilc others,
confcious of their Guilt, ran away to the Ex-
treniities of the Kingdom.  The King, being
informed of it, prefently mounted his Hore
to purfue them with what Cavalry he had.
The Turks, who knew that he was advanding
to the Frontier, were alarmed, and conftruing
his March as a Declaation of War, took
the Field, and made Incirfions into the King’s
Terntorics.  Jfinacl was vexed at this Dif-

Da appoint-
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apointment ; and that he might not have two
different Wars to carry on at the fame Time,
onc abroad againft the Turks, the other at
home againft the Great Men, becaufe of the
Jealoufy he had given them, he put fuch of
the latter as he moft fufpe@ted to Death, and
prepared for a War with the -Turks ; during
which he was poifoned by his Sifter Perfan-
concona, at the Inftigation of the Great Men
of theKingdom, and of his own Brothers, who
dreaded his Cruelty. He died in1577.

MAHOMET CODABENDE,

Son of ToaMAs, and elder Brother to
Ismare 11 fourth King of the Family of
the Sophies, 2 1577.

FTER the Death of Ifmael I1. the
—\ Great Men of the Kingdom fent ano-
ther Deputation to Codabende, who' ftill re~
mained in the Frovince of Coraffan, to prefs
him to accept of the Crown. He excufed him-
felf for a Time, but at laft yielded to the
vigorous Inftances of the Deputies, and re-
pairing to Casbin, was there proclaimed King
to the great Satisfaction of the whole King-
dom, which was very much prepoflefled in
Favour of a Prince, whom they thought the
more worthy of the Throne, becaufe he had
refufed it
AvuTHORS
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AvTtHors {peak fo varioufly of him, that
’tis 2 hard Matter to forma certain Judgment
of him. Bizarus who wiote his Hiftory in
the Life-time of this Prince, {peaks .of him in
Lib. xi. as of a King who propofed to him-
felf to imitate fuch of the Kings, his Prede-
ceflors, as had the Honour of the Kingdom,
and the Augmentati n of its Power motft at
Hecart. Olearius, who travelled in Perfia
in the Reign of Seff Lis Great-Grandfon, and
about fifty Years after his Death, pretends,
that the Perfian Authors fay, on the contra-
ty, that never Prince held a Scepter with
n ore Indolence ; that his whole Delight was
to ih-at himielf up in his Palace, and to fpend
his Time in Gaming, and with the Ladies ;
that he had no good Succefs in War ; and
that the Encmies of the State, that is to fay,
the Turks on the one hand, and the ‘Uséecks
on the other, taking the Advantage of his
Weaknefs, took away feveral Provinces from
the Crown, which they kept during his
whole Recign. Chalcondile, when he men-
tions his Acceflion to the Crown, gives very
nea, the fame Account of him ; but when he
comes to Particulars, he is in more than one
Inftance almoft as favourable to him as
Bizaruys.

THere’s all the Appearance in the World
that he had the Sentiments which Bizarus
afcribes to him ; and ’tis certain, that if he had
been as effeminate and filly as the Author and

Dy his
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his Enemies reprefent him to be, he could
not have conducted himfelf with fo much
Skill and Succefs, as he did in the War which
he was engaged in with the Ta#rks, during
the whole Courfe of his Reign. ’Tis true,
that as he had naturally weak Eyes, not from
a red-hot Plate of Gold held againft them by
Order of his Brother Ifinael, (for neither Bi-
garus, nor Chalcondile, nor Olearius, {peak
of it,) but from a Defeét of Nature, or fome
¥it of Sicknefs, he carried on the War againft
them more by his Lieutenants, than by him-
fclf, and generally fhut himfclf up in his Pa-
Yace ; which perhaps is the Reafon that he was
reckoned, thoughy unjuitly, to be a Prince of
fc}wer Abilities than he was really poffetled
of.
He began his Reian with the Death of
three of his Brothes, who fled away prefent-
1y towards the Tur/ks Frontier ; but he allur’d
them to Court by fine Promifcs, and then put
them to Death. Being cngaged in a War
with the Turks, in the very firft Year of his
Reign, he gave the Command of his Army
to his eldeft Son, who immediately took from
them the City of 7. an, upon the Confines of
Armenza, and giined a great Viftory over
them in 1577,

Hk afterwards btained another more confi -
derable Viftory ne. r Babylon, where, ’tis faid,
the Turks had 70000 Men killed. They loft
$ceco more upon another Occafion ; when,

however,
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however, the Perfians dearly purchafed the
Victory by the Lofs of 44000 Men on their
Side : But they retook the City of Szama-
ks, which the Turks had lately taken in
Schirvan, a Province that lies on the weft
Side of the Cafpian Sea. This happened in
1578. .

5’7I‘Hx-: Turks received another more fatal
Shock the Year following. They had fent
25000 Horfe and 7000 Camels to a Plain
abounding with Forage, in order to refrcfh
them, with 30000 Men to guard them. The
Perfrans who were but four Days March from
that Place, being informed of the Negligence
and Security to which thofe Troops abandon-
ed themfelves, went and furprifed them in
the Night-time, and gave them fuch a total
Rout, that, ’tis faid, neither Man, Horfe, nor
Camel efcaped. Muflapha, the Grand Vificr,
who commanded the Ottomarz Army was re-
called to Conflantmople, and being depofed,
was his own Executioner.

Sinax Pacna, who fucceeded him, was
fent to Perfiza to command the Army. But
as a]Grand Vifier likes better to ftay at Con-
Slantingple, than to have any Commiflion, how
honourable foever, hc was fo prefling for
his Return, that by the Favour of a Per-
Jtan Ambaflador, who came to his Camp to
make Propofals of Pcace to him, he obtained
Leave from Amwrath 1L to return to Con-
Slantinople. and to carry the Perfian Ambai-

D 4 fade
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fador thither with him, which he did in 1§82
Mahomet Pacha, who was fent in his Place;
was not more fortunate than the other Gene-
rals who ferved in that War before him. He
was entirely routed in Georgia by the Per-
Sfrans and Georgians in Conjuction, and loft
all his Baggage. Chalcondile himfclf owns all
thefe Advantages of the Perflans over the
Turks, whoindeed took fome Places from them,
but paid very dear for them by the great Num-
ber of Men they loft upon all thofe Occa-
fions, and others afterwards; from whence
’tis natural to infer, that a Prince who was
capable of carrying on {fo fharp a War, and
with fo much Succels as Codabernde did, du-
ring his whole Reign, was not 1o cortemp-
tible as fome Hiftorians have made him. He
died in 1585. and left three Sons.  Thetwo
firft reiguned a few Months only, and the
Thiid, who was Abas the Great, manyYears.
Moft of the Authors who treat of the Kings
of the Family of the Sophies, make no Men-
tlon of the two former, and confequently do
not rank them inthe Namber of Kings. But
1 thought fitto give them that Place upon the
Authority of Olearius, who having refided
fome Time at the Courtof Per ffz, nine Years
after theDeath of Schah-Abas the Great, .ould
not but be well informed of what he fays re-
lating to the Fate of this Prince’s two elder

Brothers.
EMIR
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EMIR HEMSE.

The eldefl Son of CopaBEnDE, Fifth King of
the Family of the Sophies, in 1585,

E fucceeded his Father as the Eldeft of
‘ his Children ; but Ifimael having gain-
ed the Grandees of the Court to confent to
his Death, caufed him to be murder’d in his
very Chamber by Aflaflines, who in the Dif-
guife of Women deceived the Kings Guards.
Olearius fays, he reigned cight Months, as
well as Ifinael his Succeflor ; which wou’d
make a Year and four Months for both :
Wherein he manifeftly contradi&s himfelf’; be-
caufe by making Abas the laft of the three
Brothers to reign the fame Year that Cods-
bende died, 7. e. 1585. ’tis impoffible that
his two elder Brothers fhould have figteen
Months Reign between them., All that can
be faid, is, that they reigned a very fhort
"Time; but how long, cannot be exa&tly deter-
mined,

ISMAEL
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ISMAEL Il

Second Son of CopasENDE, Sixth King of the
Family of the Sophies, in 1585.

E was no fooner got upon the Threne

by the Murder of one Brother, than
he thought to fecure the FPofleition of it,
by difpatching his youngeft Brother AM:r-
za Abas ;, but he was prevented by the lat-
tex’s Governor Mur fched-Kuli- Kan, who be-
ing tenfible that his own Life depended on
his Mafter’s, engaged fome Grandecs of the
Court to difpatch Ifinael ; and, for that Pur-
pofe, they employ’l his Valet de Chambre
and Barbcr,who,while he was fhaving him, cut
his Throat. The Lords who werc prefent at
this Exccution, and Accompirces of it, killed
the Valet dc Cliambre that very Inftant to
prevent Difcovery. Thus Ifmael’s Reign
was almoft as fhort as his eldcr Brother’s ; and
he left the Crown to bas, who took Poflef-
fion of it without any Kival.

ABAS
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ABAS the Great,

Third Son of CopABENDE, and Seventh King
of the Family of the Sophies, m 1485.

! HIS Prince in the Life-time of the

King his Father, refided at Herz, or
Herat, a Town of Coraffan, governing what
belonged to Perfiz in that Province. Coda-
bende’s Prime Minifter Mirza-Salmas, who
did not love him, and only meant to facrifice
him to the Intereft of the Prince Emir Hemfc
his Son-in-Law, made the King believe that
Abas was in Rebellion againft him, and aim-~
ed at the Crown ; and advifed him to go and
befiege him in Herz, in order to make fure
of his Perfon. Abas, who was informed of
it, and was always very fubmiflive to theKing
his Father, fcnt him two Lords, who werc
his trufty Friends, and went and madc an Of-
fer to the King of their Heads, in cafc that
Abas thould appear guilty of the leaft Dif-
obedience. The Affair being firitly exami-
ned according to the Informations which the
Kug ordered throughout the Province, and
Parts adjacent, Abas was proved to be inno-
cent, and the Prime Minifter, on the contra-

T}f’% being found guilty, had his Hcad cut
off.
THis
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Tuis Prince was the greateft King that
had been in Perfiz for many Ages; and his
Memory is held in the higheft Veneration
theretothis Day. He was but eighten¥ears of
Agec, when he afcended theThrone. Though
atthat Time he gave great Hopes of what he
would be one Day, he even furpaffed all
ExpeQation ; and, excepting fome Ads of
Cruelty, for which he may juftly be re-
proached, he had all the Qualifications’ of
a great Prince.  He gave full Indication
in the Inftances of his Reign, that he was
not of a Humour to be governed ; for Mur-
Sfehed-Kuli-Kan, who had been his Gover-
nor in his Youth, and to whom he owed the
Crown, valuing himielf too much on his Ser-
vices, and ftill pretending to controul him,
rendered himfelf fo odious to Abas, that
this Prince, after having given him the firft
Blow him{elf, caufed him to be difpatched
by one of that Lord’s Grooms, who came thi-
ther upon hearing the Noife, and whom the
King rewarded with the Title of Kan, and the
Government of Herat ; and next Day he cau-
{ed all the Friends and Relations of the De-
ceafed to be put to Death, that he might ne-
ver be uncaly under the Appichenfion of
what they might do by way of Revenge.

Tue too cruel Severity which he exerci-
fed in this Inftance upon the Man to whom
he had greater and more fubftantial Obliga-
tions, than to all Men living, conyinced all

the
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the Grandees that they had to do with a
Sovereign that would govern by himfelf, and
whofe Minifters fhould be meer Minifters,
that is to fay, always very dependant and
fubordinate.

Fixprne upon his Acceflion to the Crown
that the Kingdom was very much wafted by
the Conquefts which the Zwurks had made
on one Side, and the ‘Usbeck-Tarrars on the
other, he refolved from that Moment to re-
cover the Pofleflion of all the Provinces that
had been taken from it. He began with the
Province of Coraffan, fituate on the South-Eaft
of the Cafpian Sea, of which Perfiz had on-
ly a little Corner remaining, where he him-
{clf had commanded during his Father’s Reign.
He made himfelf Maftcr of the greateft Parc
of this Province to one End of it, from which
he obliged Abdulla, Prince of the ‘Usbecks,
to retire, by forcing him back to MefZar,
or Mefthed, a Place become fo famous fince,
by the Pilgrimage which this very Abas ef-
tablifhed thither, and which ferves the Per-
fians inftead of the Pilgrimage to Mecca.
After having ftaid in this Province threeYears
to confirm his Dominion there, Abdulla made
an Effort to get into itagain : But the Enter-
prize was fatal to him ; for his Army was
entirely defeated ; and falling into the Con-
querors Hands, together with his Brother
Tilem-Kam, and his threc Sons, Abas caufed
all their Heads to be cut off.

I AFTER
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Arrir having fecured Corzffan by this
Execution, and by the good Order he efta-
blifhed there, he turned his Arms againft the
Turks ; from whom he had much more to
reconquer, and who were Enemies much
more powerful, and more formidable than the
Vsbecks. As to the Events of this War, 'I
will not cnter 1nto a Detail which is not con-
fiftent with a fhort Hittory, and which would
require 2 large Volume, but fhall mention
enough to give the Rceader a true Idea of
the Splendor and Power, which Schach-Abas
then 1c-eftablithed in Perfiz, of which he
was afterwards, with juft Reafon, deem’d the
RESTORER.

Tt muft be fuppofed, in the firft Place, that
the Turks had conquered from Perfiz, fincethe
Dcathof Ifmael 1. at leatt onc hundred and fifty
Lcaguesin Length from South to North, rec-
koning from Za#ris to the Extremities of the
Kingdom of Caker, and as much more in
Breadth, from the Weftern Coaft of the Ca/-
pian Sca to the Black Sea, that is to fay,
as much as they and the Muftovites have
conquered of it in the late Revolution. ’Tis
true, that they have now pufhed their Con-
quelts faither into the Heart of Perfiz, where
they arc Matters of the Country, as far as
Amadan, which is above feventy Leagues
South of Taur:s 5 but, befides the Weftern
Coaft of the Cafpian Sea, which they don’t
poflcfs at this Day, though they were Mat-

tere
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ters of it at that Time, they had alfo taken
from Perfiz the Village of Bagdat, or Ba-
bylon, with all Mefopotamza and Affyria.

Scuan-Asas retook allthofe Countries du-

1ing his Reign; and befides that, he conquer'd
from the Zurks a great many Places upon the
Biack Sea, and even a Harbour ncar Trebi-
Sfond. He took as many along the Red Sea
to the Occan, reckoning from the Mouth of
the Fupbrates. Hc took Balfora in the Per~
Jear Gulph, and carried his Conquefts fo far
into Arabza, from whence he thought to drive
out every Turk, that he altually {feiz’d Me-
dina, a Town famous for having been the Re-
fidence of the Prophet Mabomer. Hc alfo
took the Ifle of Ormus trom the Porruguefe,
and very much weakened their Power m the
Indies. 1In fhoit, confider him only on the
Foot of his military Atchievements, hc may
pafs for one of the gicateft Captains that cver
was in Perfra.

But as by all thefe gicat Feats of Arms,
he thewed himftlf an able Soldier, he dif-
covered that he had yet greater Talents as a
Statcfian, by the Meafurcs he took to make
himfelf abfolute in his Kingdom, and to ci-
vilize it.  He was the firft that, as we may
{ay, made the Kings of Perfiz free Men.

WuEeN he came to the Crown, Part of the
Kingdom was, as it were, parcell’d among
twenty petty Princes, who had each the So-
reignty of the Countrics they had ufurp’d, and

I fup-
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{upported one another in a total Independency
on the Kings of Perfia. Thefe Kings were
not abfolute, as they have been fince : They
depended on the Grandees, and the Troops,
which though maintain’d at theirExpence, pre-
fcrib’d Laws to them fometimes, depos’d them,
and a&tually took away their Lives. Schacl-
Abas having refolved to eftabiith a Syftem of
defpotick and arbitrary Government in his
Kingdom, fuch as it has been fihce his Tiwe,
he made it his Bufinefs to ruin the Veteran
T'roops, and the antientFamilies of the Coun-
try. He gain’d his Point by the gradual De-
ftruion of the Courtches, from whom thofe
Families were defcended, and of which con-
fifted that*Body of Militia which was moft for-
midable to the Kings ;, but he did not take off
the Mask in this Refpe&, till afier he had
fill’ld his Court and his Troops with thofe
People that inhabited the Northern Extremi-
ties of Perfiz, as the Georgrans, and other
adjacent Countries ; for being originally Chrif-
tians, they were naturally Enemics to the
Courtches, as defcended from thofe antient
Turcomanians and Saracens, fo famous in,
Hiftory for their Invafions, and for all the
Mifchiefs which they formerly did the Chrif~
tians. In the mean Time he kept fair with
the Grand Seigniors, of whom he ftood in
need in his War he made againft the Tarks,,
But Sef, his Grandfon and Succeflor, finifh’d?

the Scheme on that Side of which he had
only



(41)

only form’d the Plan. As to the antient Mi
litia of the Cowurcches, though it has fubfifted
ever fince, yet the Kings of Perfiz, Succef~
fors of him whom we are now treating of, hath
always kept that Body {o much under, that they
were never in a Condition to give them the
leaft Uneafinefs. From him alfo they learn’d,
according to the Method of the Turks, to
truft the Miniftry and great Offices of the
K#sgdom, inthe Hands only of Foreigners,
who being originally Slaves, are not attach’d
by the Thes of Blood, either to their Equals,
or to the Grandees of the Kingdom; fo that
the Government which was antiently very tem-
perate, is by his Management become defpo-
tick' and abfolute to fuch a Degree, that it
may be faid, that there is not, perhaps, inthe
Univerfe, a King that is more Mafter of the
Lives and Fortunes of his Subjeéts, than was

Schab- Abas and his Succeflors.
In the Midft of fo much Glory and Power,
fo great and fo well eftablifh’d, he had the
Misfortune to entertain unjuft Sufpicions of
his own Children. Of three Sons that he
had, he caus’d the Eyes of the two Youngeft
to be bored out, referving the Eldeft nam’d
oSeff Myrza, to be his Succeflor; but this
young Prince having a Son nam’d S2in-Mur-
za, Schab-Abas who faw Sefi-Mirza of Age
to fucceed him, and did not doubt, but the
Grandees to whom he had renderd himfelf
odious, during the whole Courfe of his Reign,
E would
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would affift the young Prince to dethrone him
if he fhould offer to undertake it, thought he
could not be 1afe againft Alarms, but by put-
ting him to Death. 'The Blow wasno {ooner
ftruck, but he forely repented it. He fhut
him{elf up for ten Days in a dark Place, and
thed Tears inceflantly : He put on Mourning
for a whole Year, and during the Remainder
of his Life, wore the plaincft Habits, without
any Ornament. cn

In 1629. he fell into a dangerous Fit of
Iilnefs, and finding his End drawing near,
he nominated for his Succeflor, his Grandfon
Sam-Mwrza, charging four of his Prime Of-
ficers, that he could moft confide in, to inftal
him in the Throne after his Death, and to
make him take the Namc of §¢ff, which was
the Name of his Father. Thote Loids tel-
ling him at that Time of a Prophecy which
fome Ajtrologers had made, that this young
Prince would reign but three Months at moft;
Let him reign as long as be can, fays he,
though it be but three ‘Days;, I (ball be glad
of the Affurance, that one Day, ar leaft, be
wilt bave that Crown upon his Head which
was due to the Prince his Fatbher.

WitH this Grief for the Death of his Son,
he expir’d about the Clofe of the Year 1629,
with the Rcputation of one of the greateft
Princes that ever reign’d in Per/iz, and leaving
to his Succeflors {uch Examples and Leflons
as moft of them have made a very ill Ufc of.

He



(43)

He died at Ferabad in the Province of My,-
zanderan, to the South of the Cafpran Sea,
a Town which he had built on the Sea-Side,
and the Place which he delighted in moft
throughout his whole Kingdom. He was fix-
ty three Years of Age, and had reign’d forty
five. But it may be obferv’d in the Condué:
of the Aghvans, who are now Mafters of the
Kingdom, that by deftroying the Nobility of
Peerfiz amd the antient Militia of that Nation,
they have only follow’d the Maxims and Ex-
ample of Schab-Abas, and that they have
treated the Mydern Nobility jult as Schab-
Abas, and Schab- Sefi his Succeflur, did the an-
tient Nobility and the Conrtches. )

SEFI,

Son to the Prince Ser1-MuRzA, and Grand-
fom to Abas the Great, the Easghth King of
the Family of the Sophics, 2 1629.

EFORE the Reign of Schal-Abas,

the Children of the Kings of Perfis
appear’d at Court with Frecdom. 'They were
alfo employ’d, and had Governments given
them when they came of Age. Butafterthe
Death of Mirza-Sefi, who was a Sacrifice to
the Jealoufy of the King his Father, this

Brince alterd that Method, and caus’d his
E2 Grand-
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Grandfon to bc educated in a Manner which
was afterwards a Rule for the Education of all
the King’s Sons, that is to fay, he kept him
thut up in the Haram, where he had no Con-
verfation but with the Eunuchs. He was on-
1y taught to read and write; and all his Diver-
fions were fhooting with the Bow, and riding
upon an Af§ in the Gardens. Schab. Abas
was fo much on his Guard againft this young
Prince, though he was of too tender Years
to undertake any Thing againft him, that *is
faid, that for fear he had more Wit than he
wifh’d him to have, he made him take Opium
every Day to ftupify him.

WHETHER Sthab-Seff had Memorials and
Inftru&ions from the King his Grandfather
and Predeceffor, to cut off the chief Men of
the Kingdom, or whether he followed the
Cruelty of his natural Temper, ’tis certain,
that there has not been in Per/iz a more cruel
and bloody Reign than his. *Tis faid that
he came into the World with two Hands
full of Blood, and that Schab- Abas progriof-
ticated from thence, that he would live to
bathe his Hands in Blood; which was but too
much verified in the Sequel.

HE began his Cruelties with an only Bro-
ther, whofe Eyes he caus’d to be bored out.
He caft headlong from a Rock, his two Un-
cles, the younger Brothers of his Father
Mirza-Sefs, the fame whofe Eyes Schab- Abas
had bored out, and kept Prifoner in a Ca%lc.

he
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The Reafon healledged was, that thofePrinces
being blind, were therefore good for nothing
inthe World. He likewife put to Death not
only fuch of the great Lords, as he in any
Maanner {ufpected, but alfo many of thofe that
were the moft attached to his Family, and who
having been the chief Minifters of the late
King his Grandfather, had the greateft Share
of his Efteem and Confidence.

'L sHALL not enter into a longer Detail of
the Cruelties, of which his Reign was one
continued Series. ‘They had rendered him fo
odious even to thofe who had moft Accefs
to him, that they confpired againft him in
his very Haram ; and in the Midit of hisWives
and Concubines, it was refolved to poifon
him: And the Thing was executed ; but the
Quality or Dofe of the Poifon not being
ftrong enough to do his Bufinefs, he was no
fooner cured of his Illnefs at two Months
End, but after great Enquiry he found that
the Poifon had been prepared in the Haram,
and that his Aunt, the Widow of one of
the chief Officers of the Court, whom he
had put to Death, had formed the Con-
fpiracy, and conduéted ir through. The
Night after he was informed of all thefe Par-
ticulars, terrible Shrieks were heaid in the
Haram, and next Day it was known, that,
after he had ordered a great Ditch to be made
in the Garden, he had buried there all alive
forty Women that had a Hand in the Con-

E ; fpiracy ;
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fpiracy ; of which Number, ’tis faid, his own
Mother was one ; and that it was only to co=
ver the Horror of this Fa&t that a Report
was fpread at the fame Time, that the was
dead of the Plague. ,
Besipes, this Prince had no confiderableVir-
tue that would counterbalance his Vices; for,
though he pretended to Courage, there was
more of Rafhnef(s than true Valour in his Mi-
litary Condué ; and though in the firft Years
of his Reign, he caufed the Tarks to raife
the Siege at Bagdar, and took Erivan by
Storm, he was more obliged for thofe Ex-
ploits to the Capacity and good Conduét of
his Generals, than to his own Skill and Pru-
dence. He loft two of the moft i:nportant
Places of his Frontiers, Candabar and Bag-
dat, the one on the Eaft, and the cther on
the Weft, merely by his own Folly. The
Reader will find in the firft Part of thisWork
how he loft the formcr ; and 1 fhall here ac-
quaint him how he came to lofe the other.
Tuere was at Bagdat a very worthy
Govcrnor named Sefi- Kuli- Kan, originally
of Armenia. This brave Commander had be-
fore held out two Sieges againft the Turks
with Succefs, and ftill commanded in the
Place, when Amurath, the Grand Seignior,
came to befiege it in 1638. Srlab-Sef, in-
ftead of trufting to a Man of his Experience
for theDefence of this important Place, thought
fit to fend one of his Favourites thither, to
whom
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whom he gave the Government of it. 'The
old Governor finding himfelf turned out, to
make Room for a worthlefs young Fellow,
was {o fenfible of the Affront, that he chofe
to take Poifon rather than furviveit, and made
his Wife and his Son do the fame. The Gar-
tifon, to whom their old Commander was dear,
had no Courage to fight under the Command
of a new one; but, rebelling againft him, ca-
pitulated with dmurath for the Surrender of
the Place; which he had no fooner entered,
but he put all the Perfians to the Sword.
Thus did Bagdat, which was taken by Schah-
Abas from the Turks twenty Years before,
relapfe into their Hands, where it has rce
main’d ever fince. '

Wuen Schab-Seff fucceeded to the Throne,
he was fo chilled by the Opium which his
Grandfather made him to mix with his Food,
that the Phyficians prefcribed the Ufe of Wine
to give him Warmth. He took fuch a Fancy
to it, that ’twas one of his greatcft Plcafures
to drink to Excefs; and his Cruelty was ne-
ver more to be dreaded than when he wasin
that Condition. He meddled very little with
Affairs of the Goverment, pafling his whole
Life with his Bottle, his Wives, or in Hunt-
ing ; fo that had it not been for the numerous
Cruelties, which ftained his Reign with Blood,
it would have been fcarce perceivable that
he ever was King. He died 1642. after a
Reign of twelve Years. His Death is afcri-

E 4 bed
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bed to a Debauch of Wine ; but he had ren.
dered himfcif fo hateful to the Court by his
Cruelries, thatit was always believed the Poi-
fon had help’d to carry him off. He was
of amiddling Stature, very well made in his
Perfon, and had an Air of Good Humour and
Humanity in his Phyfiognomy, to which all his
Adctions gave the Lye.

ABAS 1L

Son of Skrt, the Ninth King of the Race of
the Sophies, i 1642.

HIS Prince was but thirteen Years

of Age when he came to the Throne,

after having ran a great Hazard of being
for ever incapacitated to fucceed his Father.
Schab-Seff, whofe Cruelty was fuch’ that it
did not fpare even his only Son, ordered
one of his chief Eunuchs,upon a certain Day,
without telling him the Reafon, to run the
Tron over Aéas’s Eyes : His Intention to be
fure was that the Iron thould be red-hot ; but
as he did not exprefs it {o, the Eunuch, who
had Compaffion of the Prince, and imagined
that the King having no other Heir, would
one Day be forry for the Order he had gi-
ven, only run the cold Iron oyer the Princes
Eyes,
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Eyes, and told the King that his Order was
obey’d. Mean Time the Prince, being in-
ftru@ed by the Eunuch, acted the blind Man
fo much to Perfeftion, that it was really be-
lieved he had loft his Sight. When Schab-
Seff found himfelf on his Death-Bed, and that
he was a&ually dying, he was forry that by
depriving his Son of Sight, he had depriv’d
himfelf of the only Heir to whom he could
leave the Crown. As he was extreamly af-
ficdted for it, and faid with what Satisfattion
he fhould have died, if he had but a Son to
fiicceed him, the Eunuch fecing him almoft
ready to expire, aflured him that he had a
Secret to reftore the Prince to his Sight, and
that he would prove it to him by bringing
him inftantly before him.  The King, tranf
ported at this News, fent immediately one of
the chief Lords of his Court, named A4/z-Kuls-
Kan, along with the Eunuch to bring the
Princeto him, whofe Sight gave him fo much
Joy that it prolonged his Life till next
Day.

THe Reign of Abas II. was very different
from that of his Father; and it may be faid,
that next to Ifinael 1. and Schah-Abas the
Great, Perfia never had a better King of
the Family of the Sgphses. Not but that,
like him, he was too much fubje& to Wine,
and committed fome A éts of Cruelty, but abate-
ing a few Excurfions, of which he might juf~
tly be reproached, he fhew’d himfelf, during

the
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the whole Courfe of his Reign, truly worthy
of the Crown he wore,

A he was but thirteen Years of Age
when he took the Scepter into his Hands,
he left the Goverment of the Kingdom to his
Mother and to Athemat-Dounlet, an old Man
of near fourfcore Years of Age, in whom that
Princefs repofed all the Confidence that could
be. 'Things went on very quietly for the
three firlt Years, till 7Fani-Kan, the moft
powerflil Lord at Court, who was a decla-
red Enemy to the Prime Minifter, putting a
wrong Conftruétion upon a Word that the
King had faid, went to the Minifter’s Houfe,
and killed him as by Order from the King.
His Mother, who was incenfed to the laft
Degiee, and thought herfelf infulted by fo
daring a Stroke, piefled the King to revenge
it. This Prince, who was then but fixteen
Years of Age, was fain to diffemble ; and in-
ftead of punithing Fani-Kar, he gave him
the Office of the Deceafed,with the Forfeiture
of his Eftate ; and two Days after he made
him Generaliflimo of Perfiz, which put
30000 Men under his Command.  Perhaps
this new Minifter might have fupported him-
{elf longer, notwithftanding the Hatred which
the King’s Mother bore him, and notwith-
ftanding all the Influence fhe had over the
King her Son ; but having formed a Con-
fpiracy to force the Haram, and to kill that
Princefs in it, the King being informed of it,

caufed
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¢aufed him and his Accomplices to be maf-
facred next Day in the Council-Hall, when
they expefted nothing like it.  Tazversier
afcribes this Fa&t to Schab-Seff : But Sir
Fobn Chardin, who was much better inform-
ed, and more exact in all Refpedts than he
was, puts it to the Account of Schah- Abas.

THuis young Prince having cftablifhed his
Authority by this vigorous Stroke, took the
Reins of Government into his own Hands.
He was but ecighteen or nineteen Years of
Age, when he went to befiege Candabar, which
in his Father’s Reign had been {uniendered
to the Great-Mogul. He retook it with the
whole Province, which furrounds it, and
kept it ever afterwards, notwithftanding all
the Efforts of that fame Indzan Emperor, who
caufed it to be befieged feveral Times, but al-
ways in vain, by Armies of 300000 Men.
He was fo much confounded at it himfclf] that
neither he nor his Succeflors dared afterwards
to attack it. Which in thefe latter Times has
proved the Misfortune of Perfia ; becaufe, if
Candabar had been in the Hands of the Great-
Mogul, the Aghvans would ncver have at-
tempted to conquer the Kingdom as they have
done.

Tue farther Schab-Abas advanced into
his Reign, the more was he beloved by his
Subjeéts, and the more feared by his Neigh-
bours. He loved Juftice, and had no Mer-
¢y for the Governors, and other publick Of-

ficers,
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ficers, who abufing their Authority, oppref-
fed the People ; of which feveral Inftances
may be feen in Tgvermier. He had a great
and noble Soul, was very kind to Strangers,
and openly prote&ed the Chriftians, whom
he would not have in the leaft molefted for
their Religion, faying, That none but God
was Mafler of their Confiiences ; that, for
bis own Part, he was only Governor of Ex-
ternals 5 and that all bis Subjelts being
equally Members of the State, of what Re-
ligion foever they were, he owed Fuflice to
them all alike.

He gave a full Proof of thefe Sentiments
upon this Occafion : A Perfian having ftab-
bed an Armenian, for having feen him takeout
of the Bafin of a Mo/jue one of thofe Fifhes
which they look upon as facred, becaufe they
belong to the Mofque, was abfolved fo1 afinall
Matter by theSedre, orHigh-Prieft of theKing-
dom, who judged that theArmenian was killed
juftly. But Schab-Abas was of another Opi-
nion; and, in Contempt of the ridiculous Ar-
gument of the High-Prieft, who pretended
that to take a confecrated Fifh was a Crime
which the firft Comer had a right to punith
with Death, he feverely reprimanded him,
condemned him to pay a Fine to the Arme-
nian’s Family, and caufed the Murderer to be
punifhed.

HEe was but thirty-feven or thirty-eight
Years old when he died. He was then in

the
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the Vigour of his Age, and had formed a
Defign to extend the Frontiers of his King-
dom on the North Side, and had a@ually
made fuch Preparations for the Execution of
it, that his Succefs was not doubted. His
Troops were numerous, and in good Condi-
tion 3 and had found Ways and Means to
heap up Wealth, without putting his People
to the Expence. The Secret he had made
ufe of for this Purpofe was, not to fill up cer-
tain great Pofts when they became vacant,
but to put the great Sallaries thereto annex’d
in his Exchequer, a Piece of Oeconomy
which was worth above twelve Millions a
Year to him. But Death overtook him in
the Midft of his great Proje@s ; for he fell
fick at one of his Pleafure-Houfes, about two
Leagues from Damagan, a City of the Pro-
vince of Teber-Efloon, or Tabariflon, as ‘tis
called in the Maps, and after four Months
languithing under the Venereal Difeafe, he
died the 25th of September 1666. leaving
two Sons, the Eldeft about twenty Years of
Age, named Seff Mirza, and the youngeft,
who was Eight, named Hamzech-Mrza; but
Pc appointed neither of them for his Succef-
or.

SO LY.
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SOLYMAN,

Son of Asas 1L. the Tenth King of the Race
of the Sophies, 2z 1666.

B AS IL having not fixed his Succef-
fion upon either of his Sons, there was
a Confultation which of the two to choofe for
his Succeflor. A great Council was held up-
on it in the very Camp, which was pitched
round the Caftle where the King died; and
this before his Death was known to any but
about eleven Minifters and principal Officers
of the Army that compofed the Council, and
two Eunuchs of the firft Rank, that were
prefent at his Departure out of the World.
As ’tis always more advantageous to thofe
who are in Place to have a Minor King for
their Sovercign, than one that is of Age to
govern, all the Suffrages were unanimous for
giving the Crown to the younger Son; whom
the King had brought along with him, and
who was then upon the Spot. And in order
to colour over the Injuftice done to the Eldeft,
it was pretended with a feeming Piobability
that Schab- Abas had deprived him of his
Sight. The Foundation for it was, that when
the late King fet out upon his lat Journey,
in which he died, he turned back again to
Ifpaban, when he was but eight Leagues

fm
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from it, with a very few Attendants, and en-
te’d the Haram privattly, without being feen.
He was there but two Hours, and it was re-
mark’d, that he came dut very penfive. This
had given Caufe to fuppofe, that he only went
thither to deprive Mmrza-Sef of his Sight.
The Conjecture, though well founded, prov’d
falfe. However thofe who affifted in the
Council made a Handle of it to exclude the
Eldeft, and to proclaim theYoungeft, who had
the Generality of the Suffrages, when Muba-
teck- Aga one of the two Eunuchs who were
prefent at the Confultation, and from whom it
was leaft expe€ted, in that he was the Gover-
nor of the Prince whom they made Choice of,
caus’d the Flecion to mifcarry. Though he
had no deliberative Vote in the Affembly, yet
he fpoke with Courage, and ftaking his Life
upon it, that Sef-Mirza had not loft his
Sight, he fo vigoroufly 1eprefented to them
the Injuftice done to a Prince of his Age, to
prefer his younger Brother, who was but a
Child, before him, that he turn’d the Refolu-
tior that was enter’d into in Favour of Hamez~
Mirza, and in a Manner forc’d the whole
Aflembly to choofe the eldeft.

Tue Thing being thus refolv’d on, the
Council appointed Deputies to carry the News
to the Prince Sefi-Mirza at Ifpaban, which
was one hundred and forty Fresch Leagues
from the Place where the King died. The
Deputies made this Journey with fuch a Dif~

patch,
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patch, that they arriv’d at Jfpaban in feven
Days, vsz.the {econd of Ocfober. The Chief
of the Deputation having defired to fpeak
with the Prince from the King his Father,
whofe Death was not known, there was a
great Alarm at the Haeram, where it was fuf~
pe&ed that the King fent an Officer of the
firft Rank from a Place {o far diftant, only to
take away the Prince’s Life, and it was near
an Hour before they could pluck the Child
from the Arms of his Mother, who thought
they were going to put him to Decath. At
laft the Prince coming out of the Haram, the
Chief of the Deputies fell on his Knees be-
fore him, and paid due Homage to him as his
King. He.was inftall’d and crown’d, and
was refolv’d to keep his old Name of Jef.
The Death of the old King, angythe Coro-
nation of his Succeffor, was not known in /-
paban till the next Day, and the Army de-
camp’d, in order to return to the Capital,
without having heard a Word of the Death
of | Schach- Abas, or of the Ele&tion of Schab-
Seft, till they were faradvanc’d upon the Road.
TrovucH at firft he retain’d his old Name,
he chang’d it two Years after, upon an Occa-
fion that I am now going to mention. The
Debaucheries of Wine and Women having
very much impair’d his Health at the End
of two Years, the Phyficians not being able
to reftore it, laid the Blame upon the Stars,
accufing the Aftrologers of having not chofe
a
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a happy Date for h_is Coronation. ‘This Opi-
nion, ridiculous as it was, prevail’d in a Coun-
try where they have mighty Faith in Aftro-
logy. The King was crown’d again; and
abandoning his old Name, he took that of
Solyman, which'he wentbyto his Death. He
Was fo ftrong and robuft, that with the Gripe of
His Hand he bent Gold Cups of the Thicknefs
of a Crown PRiece, till both Sides met. Sir
Fobn Chardin fays, he had feen and handled
feveral of the Cups which this Prince had fo
bent. But this Prince degenerated very much
from the Virtues of his Father Schah-Abas 11.
and made his Reign remarkable only by a
thoufand Inftances of Cruelty, the bare Men-
tion of which is fhocking. When he was in
Wine, or in Wrath, no Body about him was
fure of Life or Eftate. He caus'd Hands,
Feet, Nofe, and Ears, to be cut off, Eyes to
be pluck’d out, and Lives to be facrificed, up~
on the leaitt Whim that took him; and the
Man that avas the moft in his Favour at the
Beginning of a Debauch, was generally made
a Sacrifice at the End of it. 'Thisis the Cha-
ratter given us of him by Sir Fobn Chardin,
who was in Part aWitnefs of what he relates
as to this Matter.  Perfons thought their
Lives in fuch Danger whenever they ap-
proach’d him, that a great Lord of his Court faid,
When he came from his Prefence, That be
always felt if his Head was left flanding
wpon his Shoulders. 1t was under this Prince,
that Per/is began to decay. F He
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He thought fo little like a King, that when
it was reprefented to him what Danget he was
in from the Turks, who when they had made
Peace with the Chriftians, would come and
.attack his fineft Provinces, if he did not put
himfelf in a Condition to repel them, he an-
fwer'd very indifferently, ‘hat he did not care,
provided they left him I/paban. He die
about the End of Fufy 1694. leaving two
Sons, the one Hzxffein, the other Abas. He
was forty eight Years of Age, and had reign’d
twenty eight. Gemelli {ays he was fifty three,
and had reign’d thirty ; but he is miftaken in
both.  Solyman was born in 1646. accord-
ing to Chardin, who was at Ifpaban at the
Time of his Government, He came to the
Crown in 1666. and not in 1664. as Gemellz
fays, who does not feem to be fure of what
he advances, and who, though he pretends
he was at Schab-Hu(fein’s Coronation, did not
fo much as know the Name of this Prince,
whom he always calls Schab-Offcn.

HUSSEIN,
Son toSorymaN, the Eleventh andLaft King
of the Family of the Sophies, in 1694.

S this Prince’s Reign is the chief Sub-
A je& of the Hiftory of the late Revolu-
tion, ’tis fufficicnt here only to name him in
the Succeflion to the o:her Kings of his Family.

HIS-
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Of the Late

Revolution in Persia.

PX Lo F the Revolution of Perfiz has

),“

Colg? .' been fo aftonithing, when taken
k{?ﬂl : -} only in a general View, and ac-

,r“ 4 cording to the very imperfcﬂ:
| Ideas we can form of it from
= the Gazetres and other publick
News Papers, we may affirm, it will appear
ftill more amazing, when we come to give a
particular Account of the remote Caufes and
Events that prepar’d the Way to it for above
twenty Years, and which at laft brought it to
a final Iffue, to the Advantage of a Handful,
as we may call it, of Barbarians, who ex-
peted nothing like it, and always thought it
a chimerical Projeét to attempt to dethrone this
§ me King of Perfiz, whom they have depos’d,

s it were, without defigning it.

F 2 THis
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T'urs is 2 Myftery that cannot well be ex-
plain’d without going back to the Begimning
of his Reign. As to his Charafer, he was the
moft human, and the beft temper’d Prince, but
the weakeft that ever govern'd Perfiz: And
his Misfortunes are a Leflon that goed Na-
ture and Humanity, when carried too far, and
unattended with the Knowledge and Virtue
neceffary for a King, degenerates into Daftar-
dy, which is much more likely to make a
Prince defpis’d than belov’d; and that if Re-
volutions {o extraordinary and flagrant as this
of Perfia, are not always the Confequences
of fuch Contempt, *tis only becaufe there are
not Perfons of fufficient Abilities at all Times,
and in all Countries, to lay hold of the Op-
portunities, and at the fame Time, ambitious
and refolute enough to run all the Hazards
of it.

Schab-Solyman, the Predeceflor of Huffzin,
left but two Sons that were in a Capacity to
fucceed him, and both by different Mothers.
‘The eldeft was called Mirza-Abas, and the
youngeft Hu(fein, who fucceeded in the Man-
ner we are now going to relate.

Huffein’s Mother had two other Sons, one
that was older than him,and the other younger.
Solyman having put the eldeft of them to
Death, the Mother was afraid the youngeft
would have the fame Fate, the rather, becauf*
when he came to have a Notion of Things.
he abandon’d himfclf fometimes {o far to a

Re-
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Refentment for his Brother’s Death, as to tax
his, Father with Cruelty.  She imagined too,
that Arts were ufed to provoke him, tomake
him talk more than was proper ; and in order
to fnatch him from the Misfortune that had
bereav’d her of her eldeft, fhe fent him away
g privately from the Haram, (or Seraglio,)
that no Body knew afterwards what became
of him. Thus fhe {av’d her Son, but was
made a Sacrifice to her T'endernefs : Whether
it was that Solyman, as is generally believ’d,
p\ﬁl her to Death, from a Sufpicion that fhe,
and none but fhe, had promoted the Efcape
of this young Prince, and from an Apprehen-
fion that it might occafion a Civil War, or
whether, as fome have pretended, fhe threw
herfelf headlong in a Fit of Madnefs from
the Top of the Palace.

By this Means none but Mirza-Abas and
Huffein were left in a Capacity of fucceeding
Solyman, who after his Paflion was over for
the Efcape of Huffein’s younger Brother,
which had occafion’d the Death of the Mo-
ther, chang’d his Rage into a Compaffion and
Love for Huffein, and entertaining a more fa-
vourable Opinion of him than he had before,
he ordered that great Care fhould be taken
of his Education, which he had very much
negle€ted hitherto, and that no Coft fhould

c fpared to educate him i1 a Manner wor-

y of a Prince,

F3 Waen
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Wuex Solyman died, he was fo well dif=
pos’d to Huffesn, that his not appointing a
Succeflor at his Death, can be afcrnib’d to no
other Caufe, but his exceflive Tendernefs
for him; for in fhort, nothing but his ftrong
Byafs to Huffein could weigh with him
againft the Merit of Mirza-Abas, who by tue
Confeflion of all Mankind, was much fitter
to fucceed him in the Thrcne than Huffein
Wwas, who by Reafon of the Deformity of his
Body, was always looked upon as tacitly&;x-
cluded from all Hopes of the Crown. +This
young FPiince, though handfome enough in
other Refpects, had Legs thatwere monftroufly
crooked, and withal was fplay-footed. He
‘was born, moreover, without any Ambition or
Paflion, and lov’d Retirement and Solitude
to fuch a Degree, that they commonly gave
him the Name of Dervgh. And indeed he
abounded with Zeal and Piety in the Exerci-
fes of his Religion, being wholly intent up-
on the Redding of the Alcoran, and difcover-
ing as much Modefty in his Behaviour, as
Probity in his Sentiments ; all Virtues of in-
trinfick Value, and fufficient for a private Man,
but which alone cannot make a Prince a good
Prince, much lefs a great One.

ON the contrary, Mirza-Abas had all the
neceflary Qualities for a great King, He wag
well thap’d, robuft, had a noble Air and In'(;
clinations, delighting only in bodily Exercis
fcs, efpeeially of the miljtary Kind ; which

might



(63)

might be ufed in the Haram, wherein the
So% of the Kings of Perfiz were train’d up.

[noucH every Thing feem’d to plead for
the Choice of this Prince to be his Succeflor,
yet Solyman would not determine himfelf in
this Refpe@, and only faid to the principal
T unuchs that furrounded him, and who to-
wards the Clofe of his Reign, had got gieat
Footing in his Government, and had render’d
themfelves very powerful, that he left it to
t%‘m, and the other Grandces of the Kingdom,
to\confider which of his two Sons, for whom
he had an equal Affcttion, was beft for their
Purpofe; that if they were for a Martial
King, that would always keep his Foot in
the Stirrups, they oughtto chufe Mrrza- Abas,
but that if they wifh’d for a peaceable Reign,
and a pacifick King, they ought to fix their,
Lyes upon Huffein.

THus did Schab-Solyman, thipugh a Fol-
ly asd Imprudence, of which he did not fore-
{ee the Confequences, but which coft his Pof-

erity the Lofs of a Kingdom, abandon the
Choice of his Succeflor to Perfons who were
interefted to choofe out of the two Princes,
not him that was moft capable of govern-
ing the State, but him that was the fit-
teft and moft difpos’d to let them govern
him.

Bring abfolute Maftess of the Fate of
the Kingdom, and of the Fortune of the two
Princes, they did not hefitate long about the

F4 Choice
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Choice. Mirza-Abas had Inclinations toa
fublime, ard a Soul too great for them,to,
cxpect much Complaifance from him. They
were even afraid of him already; and by
fome Sarcafms which indifcreetly dropp’d from
that young Prince, againft the exorbitant
Power of the Eunuchs, they had Reafon to
judge, that he would be for clipping their
Wings. On the other Hand, Hauffesn’s Grand-
mother, by the Mother’s Side, who-had a
great Party in the Haram, and who aded
vigoroufly for her Grandfon, found no Difff.
culty to gain the Eunuchs, by the Afluran es
fhe gave them, evenupon Oaih, tomak¢ him
their Friend.

AT the fame Timc an Intereft was fecur'd
with the Minifters and principal Cilicers, who
had not only beea accuftomed for moft Part,
at leaft during the latter Years of Solyman’s
Reign, to follow the Imprefiions of the Ha-
ram, and to buckle to the Eunuchs, who
were Lords Paramount, but had more Incli-
nation for a quiet peaceable Government,
than for a tumultuous warlike Reign, fuch
as that of Mirza-Abas could not fail to be.

Tuis Prince, though the moft deferving of
the Crown, was therefore excluded from it;
and while they were proclaiming and inftal
ling his Brother, they fecur’d him, by put-
¢ing him under firiGter Confinement than he
was fubje&t to before in the Haram. But
for all the Inftances that the Eunuchs could

make
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shake to aoblige the new King to bore out his
Eygs, as his Predeceflors ufed to ferve their

rgthers, he would never permit it, but al-
ways oppofed it, not only fiom a Sentiment
of Humanity, but in Purfuance of an Engage-
ment which the two Brothers had made with
one another. For when they were firft put
to reading in the Alcoran, they both fwore
upon that Book, which is their Gofpel, that
which foever of them fhould be King, fhould
ndt fuffer the Eyes of the other to be put
ot ; but that, on the contrary, he fhould
corxent himfelf with keeping him under 3
uard, and procure him the moft agree-
able and comfortable Accommodation confif-
tent with Imprifonment. But what proves
that a Sentiment of Humanity had as great
a Share in this Moderation of Schabh-Huffein
as theTie of an Oath, is, that he behaved with
the fame Kindnefs to his other younger Bro-
thers, though he had made rioc Engagment
with them.

. I musT obferve here, as to thofe Princes
of the Blood-Royal that are kept in the Ha-
ram, that it muft pot there¥ore be imagined
that they are educated amongftWomen, orin
Voluptuoufnefs. When they are come to fe-
ven Years of Age they are taken from the
Care of Women, and }odged infeparate Quar-
Ecrs, where even their own Mothers are not
io much as permitted to come to fee them
ithout exprefs Leave fiom the King. Eve-

3y
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ry one of thofe young Princes has two Maf~
ters, one to give them Learning, and Yhe
other to form their Manners. Thefe two
Mafters are always Eunuachs, for no other
Man comes near them. They are fhuc up
in Gardens, the Walls of which are fo high
that they never can fee the Sun at its Rifing
or Setting. Inftead of being brought up in
Delicacy and Idlenefs, they are kept to hard
Meat, and ftinted to bare Neceflaries, withcpt
knowing any Pleafure, unlefs the King in é;s
{pecial Grace is pleafed to indulgethem. He W~
ever, they are permitted under the Colg:ir’of
Diverfion, and for Bodily Exercife, &t cer-
tain Hours, to throw a fort of Javelin, which
they call Giérid, and which they direét againft
a Butt, or to fhoot in the {ame Manner from
thcBow ; but they are neverallowed to mount
a Horfe.

Brsipes the two Tutors juft now mention=
ed, they are allowed a third, when they come
to the Age of about Fourteen, whofe Care
is to form them to Piety, according to the
Difcipline of the Alcoran ; for till they have
attain’d that Age they are deemed unclean,
and, as fuch, though they are befides taught
to read, they are debarred from reading the
Alcoran, as well as from ufing the Prayers or-
dered by the Law ; becaufe, ’tis not prefumed,
that till they cometo thofeYears, they are ca-
ble of giving all the neceflary Attention, nor
of preferving all the Purity which is proper

for
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fos fo holy an Exercifc ; and becaufe the leaft
wandering of the Thought, or Indecency,
thpugh it be involuntary, is,accoréing to them,
a f\fficient Profanation. Nor do they ufe,
g their Childhood, thofe legal Ablu-
& which the Mahometans are obliged to
their Prayers, and which are always
thefneceflary and indifpenfible Preludes of all
ir Religious Exercifes ; nor do they begin
pra&ife the Ablutions enjoined by the Law
till after their Circumcifton, which is as the
S¥al of the Mahometan Religion, and which
is&{ﬁd in Perfia before the Age of Four-
teen. NAt that Timethe Eunuch, who ferves
as their Moulah, that is to {ay, Dofor or
Chaplain, makes them read the Prayers five
Times a-Day, according to the Law of Ma-
homet, each of which Prayeis is preceded
by the Ablutions that are required, by Means
of which they reckon themfelves purified from
all Sin and Filth. The Moulah, who in-
ftru@s them, audibly and diftinétly pronounces
the Words of the Prayer, which they are
bound to repeat after him ; but after he has
done, they are allowed to lengthen their
Prayers, if they have fo much Devotion.
Many of thefe reclufe Princes do it, who re-
nouncing all Manner of Senfuality and Plea-
fure, ftick clofe to the Reading of the Alcoran,
and to Prayer; and in their Retirement lead
the Lives of Friars and Dervithes. As to
their Nourifhment, it is very frugal : Of three

Meals
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Meals which they make in a Day, the moft con-
fiderable, which is their Supper, is only Rice,
and theni Drink is Sherder, which ferves he
better to digeft it. At the two other Mealy,
which they have only Bread, Fruit, G fe,
fome Sweet-Meats, and Coﬁ'ce, they Arink
nothing but Water. Their Habits are asiplain
as their Food : They put on but two Stjitsin
a Year, the one at the Vernal Solftice, ‘\the
other at the Autumnal; and they ae orly
made of a Woollen Stuff, from whence fome
derive Sophy, the Name of the Royal Family,
which in the Perfian Language ﬁgn' tes
Wool. They are allow’d, indeed, 3. Sre of
Fwm-Lining to the Suit, which is given them
for the Autumnal Solftice; but ’tis no more
than Lamb’s Wool. They pafs the Night in
feparate Chambers, about which there are
Funuchs that always walk the Rouuds, and
which relieve one another in Turns to watch
while they {leep.

WHEN they are come to eighteen Years of
Age, they are each allow’d a Woman, who is
chofe without regard to her Birth or Condi-
tion ; [ fay allow’d, becaufe they cannot dif-
pofc of her as they pleafe for thofe Women
are fhut up in a little Haram by themfelves,
where they are guarded by blackEunuchs, that
don’t allow the Princes the Liberty of going
to them as often as they have a Mind to it.
But for fear left the Princes of the Blood -
fhould multiply too faft, by Means of the

Women
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‘Women that are allow’d to thofe Princes, the
Euhuchs who had Charge of the Women,
made it their whole Care to choofe none but
barken ones, or thofe whom they had the Se-
creto render fo, unlefs upon Failure of the
Brankhes of the Royal Family, the Necefli-
ty of oroviding Succeflors obliged them to do
otheywife. Schab-Abas 1. firnamed the Great,
whe died in 1629, after a Reign of forty-four
Yifars, and who was not only the greateft
K'ing of the Sophy Race, butone of the moft
able and wifeft Monarchs that ever reigned, was
theNgrft that eftablithed the Cuftom of keep-
ing theChildren of the Kings fhut up, fo as
to have no Communication with thofe without
Doors, during the Reign of their Father. He
faid that it was not proper to expofe them too
much to theView of thc People, who general-
ly worfhipthe rifing Sun; and that befides, as
Kings ought to be more jealous of their Crown
than their Wives; they ought to take no lefs
Precaution to preferve the one than the other.
He added, that as a Thing not known gives
no Temptation, the Children of Kings, bred
up in this retired Way, lived content in it,
and without Ambition,and were {o thoroughe
ly inured to it, that fometimes they prefer-
red it to all the Splendor of Regal Grandure.
This was the very Cafe of Prince Mirza-
Sefi, one of the Sons of the dethroned King,
who being taken out of the Haram before the

'T'roubles



(70)

T'roubles, to be put at the Head of Affairs withy
the Title of Licutenant-General of the King
his Father, over all the Kingdom, had not
enjoy’d that Place above three Weeks oy a
Month, but being furfeited with a Grand#re,
and a Way of Living to which he had/ not
been ufed, he defired Leave to 1etire on|Pre-
tence of Pains in his Hcad, and fhut hitfelf
up again in the Haram, to betake to his former
Courfe of Life.

A's the Daughters of the Kings of Perfia
arc totally excluded from all Right to the
Crown, as well as their Children ; and as in
this Refped, they are not capable of o.ving
Umbrage, their Fortune is much %happier
than that of the Princes their Brothers. For,
though they are confined under the Guard
of the black Eunuchs, that narrowly watch
their Condu&, yet they are brought up in
other Refpedts with much lefs Severity, and
far more Liberty, with Regard to the Pleas
fures and Amufements confiftent with the De-
licacy of the Sex, which are not denied them.
When they are marriageable they are match-
ed to fome of the Grandees of the Kingdom,
to the great Mortification of the latter, who,
in Contequence of fuch Marriage, and out of
Refpet to an Alliance of o high a Rank, are
obliged to contentthem{elves with theurWives,
and to abftain from the Ufe of Concubines in
their Harams, This were tolerable, however,
if the Children born of such Marriages, could

from
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from thence acquire any Lawful Pretenfion to
the Crown, at leaft on Failure of Heirs Male;
but, even 1n this Cafe, they would have no
Claim to it than the laft Man in the
Kingdom. I thought this Digrefion on a
Point\not much known, would not be difobe
liging}to the Reader ; and now I return to my
Subjegt.

Scaan-HusseiN, was no fooner feated on
the /Chrone, but. the Eunuchs, not fatisfied
wita having chofe a Prince of his foft Temper,
narrow Spirit, and almoft natural Incapacity
of feeling the Yoke under which they in-
tended,jo keep him, were for making furer
of him, tiy infpiring him with fuch a Guft for
Debauchery, as thould give him an Averfion
to Bufinefs. But they found the more Diffi-
culty in it, becaufe the very firft Acion with
which this Prince began his Reign, feemed to
lay an invincible Obftacle againft the Defign
they had formed.

His Head being full of thofe Notions of
Regularity, and feveie Difcipline, which he
had imbibed from the Alcoran, during his Re-
tirement, and in which he confirmed himfeclf
yet more after he came to the Throne; and
this by fuch an Attachment to the Reading
of the faid Book, as feemed a little firange in
a King, and got him the Nick-Name of
Moulab, or Parfon-Huffein, he thought him-
under an indifpenfable Obligation to prohibit
the Ufe of a Liquor which was forbid in the

Alcoran
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Alcoran with the Utmoft Severity, There.
fore he iffucd out an Edic abfolutely pfohi-
biting the Ufe of Wine; and ot content with
having made the Law, he was the firft
to fhew an Example of putting it in Efecu-
tion ; for he caufedall the Wine-Veflel§ to be
brought out of the Cellars of his Paléce]into a
publick Square, and there to be ftav’d inPicces.
His Precantion extended fill farther, ahd to
take away all Poffibility of tranfgreffing, he
forbad the Armenians of the Suburb Zulfa,
who ufed to furnith the Wine, to bring any
more in for the tuture, though in never fo
fmall a Quantity, on the Penalty of the entire
Forfeiture of the Delinquent’s Eftate.

A s the Grandees of the Kingdom, and the
Court Lords, who had been accuftomed to
drink Wine, which was tolerited in Perfiz
cver fince the Reign of Schab-Abas the
Great, 7. ¢. for above two hundred Years,
were frighten’d at the Severity of this Edict,
the Eunuchs were more terrified from another
Motive. They knew that a temperate King
would not be always led by the Nofe ; that
he would not fail to apply himfelf to Bufinefs
if he had nothing to divert him from it ; and
that after forming himfelf to it by Degrees,
it is impoffible but he would open his Eyes
at length, and fhake off the Yoke which they
defigned to keep him under. There was ne’
other Method to ward, off the Blow, but by

reftoring the Liquor which the King had pro-
i hibited
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hibited, than by putting him under 4 fort of
Neceflity of tafting it himfelf . They ima-
gined that he could not withftand the Temp-
tation ; and'that when he had once tafted of it,
he could not do without it. The Eunuchs
undertook it with the mote Confidence, be-
caufe there was no Body at Court but what
wifhed well to their Defign, the King being
the only Perfon concerned to oppofe it. The
Difficulty was to find out fome Byafs in order
tomake the Attempt without any Rifque, and
without the King’staking Umbrageat it. The
Eunuchsapplied for this Purpofe to the King’s

Grandmother, by the Mother’s Side, to whom
he partl owed hig Crown, and for whom he
always had a very great Value and Tender-
nefs. They brought her into their Views,
without much Difficulty. Having accuftom-
ed herfelf all her Life long to the Ufe of
Wine, The was mortified at the new Edi& ; and@

very glad, on the other hand, of an Oppor-
tunity to do a Pleafure to thofe whom fhe
had been obliged to for having placed her
Grangfon upon the Throne. It was therefore
congerted between them, that fhe thould feign
herfelf fick ; and that when the King came to
fee hef, as he would not fail to do when he was
informed of her Illnefs, fhe fhould give him
to underftand, that if he valued her Life; he

muft permit her to drink a little Wine, that

being the only Remedy, in the Opinion of

the Phyficians, that could relieve her. The

G Succefs
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Succefs anfwered the Expettation. The
King, alarmed at the pretended dangerous
Condition of his Grandmother, was fo {way’d
by Pity, that, though it was Midnight, he
fent an Exprefs immediately to the Armen:-
ans of Zulfa for fome Wine. Thefe Wine
Merchants thinking it was a Bait laid for
them, declared, that as they had not dared
to keep any fince the {evere Piohibition Jaid
upon them by the King, they had not a Drop
Ieft at his Service. As they knew not where
to have any, and as the Perfons who had
faved any, were far from owning it, for fear
that fuch a Piece of Complaifance, how well
taken foever it might be at that {Jundture,
might hurt them another Day, it was hint-
ed to the King, that perhaps he migh: find
fome at the Polsfh Envoy’s, who was then
at Court, and whofe Character exempted him
fom obferving the Law. It happened ac-
cordingly, and the King pouring it out into
a Cup, prefented it with his own Hands to
his Grandmother, This Cunning Lady,who
knew her Leflon, refufed at firft to take the
Cup, faying, that the could not refolve with
herfelf to drink Wine if the King himfelf
would not tafte it firft ; and when the Prince
excufed himfclf from the Precept of the Al-
coran, the very readily told him, that the
Character with which he was vefted, put him
above all Manner of Laws ; for ’tis a’ Maxim
among the Perfians, That Kings are fubject
to
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0 w0 Law s and that whatever they do; they
commit no Sin. She then put him in Mind
that all his Anceftors and Predeceffors, fince
the Great Schab-Abas had not only drank
Wine, but alfo perm}tted the Ufe of 1t to all
their Courtiers ; and really, continued fhe, how
could they poffibly, without fuch a Support,
have born the whole Weight of the Affairs
of {fo vaft an Empire? And how could he
‘himfelf bear up under the Fatigues and Difs
quietudes of Government, if he did not dul«
cify the Bitternefs of it by the Ufe of that
dear generous Liquor ? She added, that for
herPart, the was very fenfible nothing but Wine
could pblong her Days; but that, were it to
fave her Life, fhe would never make Ufe
of it, if he himfelf was not the firft to fet
her an Example. The King could not ftand
againft fo preffing a Solicitation, and drank
a large Cup of it, which infpired him with a
certain Brisknefs that he had no Notion of
before ; and he took fuch a Fancy to it afe
terwards, that he abandoned himfelf entirely
to it, infomuch that it was rare to find him
fober, and capable of attending to the minus
teft Affair of Government. °Tis true, in-
deed, that, after his Pilgrimage to Mefzaz,
avhich we fhall have Occafion to mention
herefter, a Pilgrimage which .he undertook
by Way of Devotion, to vifit'the Tombs of
fome famous Saints of his Sect, he did not
drink Wine to that Excefs as before : But this

Ga Amend-



(16)

Amendment came too late, a%i he was fronf
that Time fo befotted by the Excefles he had,
been guilty of in that Way, and fo buried
in the Pleafures of his Haram, that he would
not by any Means hear the Mention of Bu-
finefs, but left it all to the Difcretion of his
Minifters and Eunuchs, who governed the
Kingdom juft as they pleafed, and took the

reater Licence, becaufe they were very
fenfible they had nothing to feir from a
Prince who was fo weak as to refer the very
Petitions he received, to them, without {o
much as reading them. Thus did the Eu-
nuchs, after having difpofed of the Throne as
they liked, put themfelves alfo in a1 Condi-
tion to difpofe likewife of all the Prerogatives
of the Prince whom they had placed on it;
and who conduéting himfelf juft according to
their Impreflions, not fo much in Acknow-
ledgment of the Obligation he had to them,
as from an Averfion to Care and Bufinefs, be-
came upon the Throne itfelf, no more than
a Cypher, or the Freeman of his Slaves. Now
becaufe this exorbitant Power of the Eunuchs
has been one of the principal Caufes of the
Ruin of the Kingdom, ’tis proper to go back
to the Origin of that Credit and Power, which
being pufhed to the utmoft Extremity in the
Reign of Schab-Huffein, produced that ama-
2ing Revolution which is the Subjet of this
Hiftory.

THE
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Tue Eunuchs under the preceding Kings?
and* efpecially fince Schab-Abas the Great,
were always fhut up in the Haram without
having any Thing to do with the Govern-
ment, and only confined to the Qccupations
within their Sphere, as Perfons fet apart to
guard the Prince’s Bed, and not his Throne,
The only confiderable Office to which they
were admitted, was that of keeping the King’s
Treafures,\.and the Management of the Fi-
nances ; for which they fcem’d more proper
than others, becaufe, as they had no Kindred
nor Heirs, to whom they could leave their
W ealth, they were under the lefs Temptation
of enriclging themfelves at the Expence of the
King and the Publick. For heretofore they
were all Foreigners, and taken out of Coun-
tries the fartheft diftant from Per/iz, as from
the fartheft Arabia, {everal Parts of the Indses,
Grear Tartary, Abyffinia, and China ; and
it was an old Statc Maxim to admit no Eu-
nuch that was a Perflan. 'The Reafon of
this Policy, was to the End that being fequef-
ter’d from their Families, which the Genera-
lity of them knew nothing of, and depending
upen no Body, they might be the more at-
tach’d to the Perfon of the King, and have
lefs Caufe , and fewer Opportunities to di-
vulge Abroad what was fecretly tranfacted in
the Haram, Ir appeared, however, that in
the later Times, and in the Reign even of
Sghah-Solyman, Father and Predeceflor to the

G3 King
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King lately dethroned, they began to make
a Breach into that wife Cuftom of admitting
no Eunuch that was a Perfian : Of this we
Rave a very evident Proof in the Voyages of
Tavernier, Lib. v. Cap. 22. who tells us,
that he who commanded in the Fortrefs of
Lar, when he paffed through that City in
1665. was a Perfian that had obtained the
Government by the Favour of his Brother,
who was Aeter,* that is to fay, firft Valet
de Chambre to the King; a Poit which, as
he obferves himfelf elfewhere, is always con-
ferr’d upon a white Eunuch, and which is
the prettier Employment, becaufe he that has
it 1s always near the King’s Perfon, 7nd fol-
lows him wherever he goes; {o that the Meter,
fays, M. Tavernier, is looked upon as one
of the firft and moft confiderable Officers of
the Court. He adds afterwards, that this Go-
vernor of the Fortrefs of Lar, fceing his
Brother advanced in Years, and having four
Sons, thought fit to have the youngeft caf-
trated, that he might have his Uncle’s Poft,
but that the Operation being ill performed,
the Child died at the End of three or four
Days, to the great Sorrow of the Father, who
was quite athamed and confounded.

WHAT

* Tavermer is #oz confiffent ssth bimfelf as to the Nature of thiy
©ffice; for be makes this Mcter forsetimes the Chief Vales de Charm-
$re, az other Tumes Grand Mafter of the Wardrobe, and fometimes
Fixft Gentleman of the Bed-Chamber, S John Chardin m hrs Age
weuns of sbs Corovarion of Solymen makes bim Greas Chamberlain,
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WuaT M. Tavernzer {ays relating to the
Shame and Confufion of the Governor of Lar
apon this Occafion, is a plain Proof of the
Contempt they had in Perfia for fuch of
their Countrymen as difhonoured themfelves
by fo unworthy a Debafement of Manhood;
and this makes it probable that their Num-
ber was not great. Confequently the Bulk of
the Eunuchs confifted only of Foreigners, who
were purchafed at a good Price when Children,
the common Pay for fuch being fifty Tomans
a Head, which is about three thoufand Livres.
Being carried from their Childhood into the
Haram, there they were brought up with all
the Carg and Delicacy poflible, in order ta
render them the more in love with the King’s
Service, to whofe Goodnefs they were obli-
ged for all the Sweets of Life which they
enjoy’d there. But the Pleafure they found
within the Haram did not free them from
Contempt when they went Abroad, where
they always rode upon Mules or Affes, or elfe
walked a-foot, not being allowed the Ufe of
Horfes. As often as they appeared in Pub-
lick, they were fure to be hooted at by the
Populace, which was not difpleafing to the
Kings, who permitted it very willingly, from
a Notion they had, that the Contempt and
Averfion which the Publick exprefled for
thofe Wretches, would be one Reafon why
they ought to be the more devoted to their
Princes, from whom they receive nought but

G 4 good
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good Ufage and Favours. But Things had
quite another Afpe& in the Reign of Schab-
Hufein, during which thofe very People
that were before the Objed of the Scorn and
Ridicule of all that pafled by, never went
Abroad without the moft fpler.did Equipage,
and with a Train and Retinue that taught
the Peopleto pay Refpeét to thofe whomthey
had been ufed to defpife. Inftead of being
afhamed of their Condition then, they valu’d
themfelves upon it, and carried the Jeft {o
far upon this Head, as to caufe an Edi& to
be publifhed in the King’s Name, forbidding
the making of Capons; which fhew’d as if
thofe Half-Men were uneafy to feep fort of
fpecifick Chaiacter, which they pretended
was an Honour to their Perfons, proftituted to
brute Creatures.

Towarps the Clofe of Schab-Solyman’s
Reign they began to open a Way to that fur-
prizing Credit which they attained to under
his Succeffor. This Monarch who had hither-
to always kept them on the antient Footing,
fell, unhappily for him and his Pofterity, into
that State of Infirmity and Decay, wherein
they who command the reft of Mankind are
at the Mercy of their Officers and Domefticks,
and at the Difcretion of their Phyficians and
Valets de Chambre. As they have more
Reafons to be fond of Life than the moft
happy of their Subjeéts, and, as by the Care
that is taken to keep at a Diftance every
“ Thing



(8r1)
Thi‘ng that may give them the leaft Trouble,
they are not fo much ufed to fuffering as
others, all Services which tend either to
divert the Danger, or to diminifh the pre-
fent Affliction, rife in Value in proportion
to the Senfe of what they fuffer, and to their
Abhorrence of Death. In Situations of thig
Kind, a flight Service done to their Perfons
affets them much more than great Service
petformed to the State, and all the Merit of
the moft important Viétory is nothing in their
Eftimation to the Merit of giving a little Eafe
in the Extremity of Pain.

Sucu was the Condition Schbab-Solyman
was reduted to by a very painful Gout, which
confined him to his Bed two whole Years,
during which, being fhut up within the Walls
of his Haram, where none but Eunuchs came
near his Perfon, they were familiar to him, and
he looked upon their Attendance on his Perfon
with another Eye to what he did before:
Their Care, their Uneafinefs, their Readinefs
in the minuteft Services, {eemed to him to be
of quite another Value than he ufed to put
upon them. He found they had Knowledge,
Yearning, and Sentiments which he had not
yet perceived : He gave Ear to their Councils
with Delight: His Efteem for them increafed
every Day; and as the Interefts of his King-
dom were not more at his Heart, than thofe of
his Health and Life, he thought he could not
do better than to truft the former with Per-

fons
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fons, to whom he had fo happily trufted the
latter. ‘The Diftance of his Minifters who
remain’d without, and with whom he could
have fcarce any Communication, fcemed to
put him under the Neceflicy of dealing thus,
and of granting, as he did, the general Super-
intendency of the Government of the King-
dom, over the Heads of all the Miniftersand
great Officers, to an Eunuch in whom he had
plac’d an extraordinary Confidence.

*T1s true, that his more than ordinary Merit,
being a Man of a great Genius and uncommon
Capacity, {eem’d, as it werc before-hand to
juftify the King’s Choice; but the Event of
Things juftified it yet more: For Chagia-
Drak, which was the Eunuch’s Name, ma-
nag’d Affairs {fo wifely, providing for every
Thing, preventing Difcontents, pacifying
Commotions in their Birthy and impreffing
Fear and Refpect on the boldeft, by propa-
gating feafonablc Reports, as to the Recovery
of the King’s Health, that the Kingdom loit
nothing by that Prince’s Inaétion during his
Ilnefs. This he found himfelf, as foon as his
Health was reftor’d; and ’twas this that in-
duced him to form out of the chief of his
Eunuchs, whom he join’d in Commiflion
with Him that had ferv’d him o well du-
ring his Illnefs, a particular Council, which
he render’d fuperior to all the Minifters.
He flatter’d himielf, he had a double Advan-
tage in this new Eftablifhment; for on the

ong
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onc hand he thereby diverted upon the Eu.
nuchs the Odium of what might fometimes ap-
car harfh in the Government; and on the
other hand, as Employments of fuch Impor-
tance gave the Eunuchs an Opportunity to
acquire great Riches, the King tound his Ac-
compt in it, becaufe all their Eftates coming
to him by Right after their Death, the Trea-
fure they gather’d muft be his.

Scuan-Hussgin, who when he fucceed-
ed Schab-Solyman his Father, found Things
fettled on this Foot, was far from diminithing
the Prerogatives or Authority of the Perfons
that had lately plac’d him on the Throne, and
of whofe Affiftance, even though he had not
lain under an Obligation to them of that Im-
portance, his natural Incapacity and Genius
accuftom’d to Subjection, would have oblig’d
him to make ufe ch)r fupporting a Crown, the

Weight of which was too heavy for him.
THus therefore did the Eunuchs bccome
under Schabh-Hu(fein, the Arbiters of Af-
fairs, the Difpenfers of Employments and
Favours, and abfolute Mafters of the Govern-
ment, affuming to themfelves the Authority
of all Offices, which were little more than
empty Titles it the Hands of thofe that held
’em; for though Affairs pafs’d as formerly,
through the Hands of thefe Titulars, they
did not dare to decide any Thing of Impor-
tance, without taking Orders fiom thofe chief
Mafters, who compos’d a fovercign Senate,
11
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in which every Thing was drawn up over
Night that was to be laid next Day béfore
the King’s Council. The Athemar-Doulet,
. e, Prime Minifter, was no more¢ exempt
from this Servitude than the other Minifters
or Officers of inferior Note. The only Per-
fon that wanted tc be free from it, and to
fhake off the Yoke of fo fhameful a Depen-
dance, far’d the worfe for it, and though none
could reproach him, fell under the moft cruel
Difgrace, as will be fhewn in due Time: Not
but that the common and lefs important Afs
fairs ran in the ufual Channel, and always re-
main’d at his Difpofal ; but as to grand Affairs,
fuch as making Peace or War, Treaties with
foreign Powers, and the Nomination of the
Viceroythips or Governments of Provinces
and leffer Towns, as well as of all Subaltern
Offices; all this was referv’d to the Sovereign
Senate of the Eunuchs, who while the King
was buried in the Delights of his Haram, and
not {o much taken up with the Government
of his Dominions as the leaft of his Subjedts,
difpofed of the chief Places of his Kingdom,
and of the Fortunes of all the Grandees as
they pleafed, in his Name. Neither the Merit
nor Services of the Candidates were con-
fiderd in the Diftribution of Offices, to
which there was no Accefs, but by the Inte-
reft and Favour of thofe to whom the King
had left the arbitrary Difpofal. 'Thofe Wret-
ches, more covetous, though they had no Heirs

X L)
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to leave their Treafures to, than fuch generals
ly ate who have numerous Families, fold
their Protection for Gold, and drove a pub-
lick Trade, as it were, in Governments and
Employments. Offices were difpofed of, not
to the moft deferving, but to the higheft Bid-
der. This Diforder, very pernicious in it felf,
proved yet worfe in its Confequences : In the
firft Place, becaufe it ftifled all Emulation,
and made People indifferent in acquiring the
neceflary Knowledge and Qualifications, no
Body giving themielves the Trouble to ob-
tain or cultivate Talents, which they faw were
of no Service. Secondly, becaufe fuch as at-
tain’d to Qffices by this Method, having drein’d
their Pockets to purchafe them, were no {foon-
er in Place, but they praétifed all Manner of
Extortion, and madea Penny of every Thing,
not only to reimburfe themfelves the Sums it
coft them to obtain their Employments, but
alfo that they might be in a Condition to fup-
port their Charaétets.

Ix fhort, the infatiable Avarice of the Eu-
nuchs that govern’d in the Name of Schab-
Huffein, puih’d their Oppreffions to fuch Ex-
cefs, that the like had not been known under
any of his Predeceflors; and it was fome fort
of Excufe for the moft criminal Extortions of
thofe that govern’d in the Provinces. As
thus

"Twas a very conftant Coftom in Perfa,
in the Difpofal of Governments, to beftow

them
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them for Life ; and fcarce any were difplac’d;
unlefs they had given Occafion by too fla-
grant Aéts of Injuftice, or unlefs it was to pro-
mote them to more confiderable Stations; fo
that if they had been oblig’d to advance any.
Sums for their Places, as ’twas ten to one but
they had, though their Expences were much
more moderate than in the Reign of Schab-
Huffein, yet they had not the other Ex-
altions to fear from the Court afterwards,
fave only when the King fent them the Ce-
laate, the Name they give to the rich Veft
with which the King prefented the Gover-
nors of Towns or Provinces, as a Mark of
his Satisfaction with their paft Adminiftration,
and as a Title which confirm’d them again in
their Poft. To carry this Veft, fome Offi-
cer of the Court was generally chofe, whom
the King or his Minifters had a Mind to gra- -
tify ; for they were oblig’d, not only to de-
fray the Expences of his Journey, and during
his Stay, but alfo to make him a confiderable
Prefent, which was alfo tax’d {ometimes at
the King’s Pleafure. But as under the Pre.
deccflors of Schab-Huffesn the Calaate was
fent but once a Year, and generally at the
Beginning of the Year, which in Per/ia takes
Date at the Vernal Equinox, thefe Expen-
ces were looked upon as Part of the ordinary
Charge annexed to the Office, and could
not ferve the Governor as a Pretence to o
prefs the People under his JurifdiGtion. But
I i
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it was not founder Schah-Hyfzin ; the Prefent
that was made but once aYear under his Prede-
ceflors being made almoft every Month during
his Reign, and thofe Calaates, or Royal Vetls,
were fent {o often, that there wereNGovernors
who boafted they had as many for Change,
as they had Shirts. Neverthelefs they did
not complain againft it; for they found their
Account in it, becaufe by favour of thofc ex-
traordinary Prefents, and under Colour of the
Gratuity which they were oblig’d to make to
the Officer that brought them, they raifed ten
‘Times as much upon the People. The Eu-
nuchs on their Part found their Advantage in
it ; for befides that it gave them an Opportu-
nity to gratify their Creatures, without any
Expence to themfelves, by procuring them
{0 lucrative a Commiffion as the carrying of
the Calaate to the Governors, the latter un-
derftood their own Intereft better than to let
thofe Meflengers return to Court without
loading them with rich Prefenss for. their
Matfters, the whole at the Expence of the
poor People, who were more and more drain’d
by Jobs of that kind fo frequently repeated,
and were ftill farther exhaufted by the Alte-
rations of Governors, which for Reafons that
thall be mentioned hereafter, became very
frequent under the Reign of Sthab-Huf~
Semn.
THuis may eafily be imagin’d, if it be con-
fider’d what the Power of thofes Governors
was
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was in the Provinces where they commanded;
and where they were deem’d as {fo many So=
vereigns: For no fooner did the Advice come
of the Nomination{of a new Governor, but the
chief Men of the Province met in aBody,and be=
gan by regulating the Sum which was certainly
to be railed forthwith, either for the Charge of
the Governor’s Reception,which they took care
to make with fuch Magnificence as fhould
pleafe him, or for the Prefents which they
were oblig’d to make over and above, by the
Value of which he rated the Efteem and Res
gard they had for his Perfon. For this Pur-
pofe they fixed a Sum of three or four thou
fand Tomans to be raifed, in equal Propor-
tions, by the private Men of the Province;
and as they who fettled the Sum were the ve -
1y Men charg’d with the Afleflment, they
were fo cunning that they found Means to
gain fix Times as much by it.  This was the
Method they took in all the extracrdinary
Contributions which they laid upon the Peo-
le.

P How burthenfome foever this Reception of
new Governors was to the Province, and to
rivate People, it was tolerable however when
1t happen’d but feldom; and this perhaps is
one of the Reafons that had induced the Pres
deceflors of Schah-Huffein to give Govern«
ments for Life, and not to change them with-
out great Reafons, the rather becaufe thofc
Altea
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Alerations could not be made without taking
vaft Sums of Money fromthe Provihce.

To underftand this, you muft know that
in Perfia, though none but the King has a
Right to coin Silver Money, the Governors
of the Province have a Right to coin Copper :
And this Money, which is fixed at a certain
value in their Province while they command
there, finks one Half in the Value when
they are difplaced, and never goes for any
more in the other Provinces ; fo that a Piece
of Copper which is worth Ten Pence in the
Province where the Governor commands with
whofe Stamp it was coin’d, is worth 'but Five
Pence 1n all the other Provinces of the King-
dom ; and {fuffers the {fame Abatement in his
own too, the Moment he gives Place to his
Succeflor. By this Means, a Man who goes
to Bed at Night with a Ten-penny Piece in
his Breeches, finds but Five Pence there in the
Morning, if the Governor was chang’d in the
Night. And it was hardly polfible but thefe
Alterations muft often happen under a Prince
{o weak as Schab-Huffein, led too by People
who, at the fame Time that they governed
him, could not agree with one another.

ThHose who have read the Accounts of
Perfra know, that there, as well as in Turky,
the Princes make ufc of two Sorts of Eunuchs,
fome black and others white ; that the firft
are for the Guards of thc Women in the In-

ner-Haram,where they are kept fhut up ; and
H the
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the others to attend the King, or for the
Guaid of the Piinces of the Royal Blood,in
a particular Haram feparate from that of the
Women.

Tt Council of the Eupuchs, which Sehab-
Huffean had form’d, after the Example of his
Predeceflor, and to whom he had left a grea-
ter Share of Empire and Authority than they.
had in the pieceding Reign, confifted of the
Chief of thefe two forts of Eunuchs, who ha-
ving equally contributed to place Schab-Huf-
féin upon the Throne, equally fhared in his
Acknowledgment. No wonder that the Eu-
nuchs of thefe two Sorts did not agree : The
very Difference of their Complexions was
enough to found a natural Antipathy be-
tween the two Paities; and the Jealoufy of
Favour and Authority which each Party
ftrove to gain over the other, was a vaft Ad-
diticn to it.  But what rendered it mere incu-
1able is, that s was founded upon a Spirit
of Fadtion which the Kings of Perfiz, from
Schab- Abas the Great, who firft introduced
this Maxim in Government, thought it was
Policy to keep up, not only between the Eu-
nuchs and the Grandees of the Gourt, but al-
fo among all their Subjeds. .

Tu1s Prince who afcended the Throne in
f1385. and who is looked upow 1n Perfiz as
the Reftorer of the Monarchy, had left to his
Succeflors, among the moft important Secrets
for the Maiatenance of their Authority, that

dangerous
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dangerous Maxim, Divide & Impera. As
the Crown had not been long in his Family,
and'as he was but the Great Great-Grandfon
of Schah-Ifmael, the firft of the Sophies that
had ufurp’d it from the antient Kings, he was
even more upon his Guard againft his Subjeds
than againft his Neighbours. 1In order to
make fure of the one by the Antipathy of the
other, he took Care to introduce into all the
Cities of this Kingdom, foreign Colonies of
fuch Nations as were the leaft likely of ma-
king Alliances, and whofe Genius, Charac-
ter, Humor, Cuftoms, Manners, and Lan-
guage too, were moft oppofite and incompa-
tible. Out of all thefe different Nations af=
fembled in the fame Towns, and obliged to
live under the fame Laws, he found Means,
by fowing Divifion among them, to form in
each Town two Faltions fo oppofite, and {o
much Enemies one to the other, that People
of different States, in Arms againft onc ano-
ther, do not puih their Averfion and Enmity
farther.

Turse two Fadtions, one of which was
called Pelenk,and the other Felenk, and which
were diftinguifhed from one another by the
particular Colour thateach chofe forthe Neck-
Bands of their Shirts, were equally diftributed
in every Town, where they formed, asit were,
two different Nations, that had no Relation
with one another ; the one Party not being
able ocontra& Marriage, or cven to eat with

H-=2 the
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the other. FEach of thefe Fations had their
Eftates feparate, and fo inalienable, that what-
ever happened, the Houfes and Lands ap-
pertaining to either of the two Parties,
could not devolve to the other. It was
efpecially at the Celebration of the famous
Feaft of Hocen, and Huffein, A/’s Son-in-
Yaw, that the Enmity of the two Parties
broke out in a more remarkable manner, by
means of the Permiffion that was then given
them to Fight. Though they did it without
Arms, becaufe they were not fuffered to make
ufe of any Thing elfe but Stones and Sticks,
it was with fo much Fury and Blood-fhed,
that the King was often obliged to employ his
Guards to feparate them with drawn Swords::
And hard was it to accomplith it, even with a
Method o effeftual, infomuch that at Ifpe-
banin 1714. they were under a Neceflity, be-
fore they could feparate the Combatants, to
put above Three hundred to the Sword on the
Spot.  “Tis true that the Spirit of Superfti-
tion contributed not a little to keep up and
aggravate the Animofity of the two Partics;
for they who happen’d to fall in Battles of
this Nature, were looked upon as Martyrs.
Inftead of pitying them they werc envy’d,
and People were very fcrupulous of having
fo much as a Thought of revenging a Death,
which proved to them in the Nature of an
Apotheofis. Wkhen the Battle was over, each
Fadtion carcfully took up the Bodies of their
zefpetive Party, which had the Happinefs,

accor-
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according to them, to fall a Sacrifice to fo
holy a Solemnity ; and they were buried with
all the Pomp and Veneration that feemed due
to Perfons that were looked upon as the Friends
and Favourites of the great Prophet /7.
Turs maflacring Feaft of Huffein was ce-
lebrated with the fame Pomp, and the fame
Diforders in all the Towns of Perfis. The
Governors prefide at them, furrounded with
their Guards, which they alfo employ’d to
{eparate the Combatants,when their proceeding
to Blows forced them to it. Notwithftanding
the Confufion and Trouble which fuch a fort
of civil War muft occafion, the Houfes on both
Sides were fecured from Plunder; and if it
happened that any one was broke open, thofe
of the oppofite Party were fined in great Sums,
to make good the Damages, .
Scuan-Asas the Great who had eftablifh-
ed thofc Cuftoms, was fenfible that there
was nothing more proper to keep up in every
City the Animofity of the two Fadions into
which it was divided ; and upon whofe An-
tipathy he founded the Security of theThrone
more than uponany Thing elfe ; and it muft
be confefled that, how ftrange foever his Poli-
cy appeared in this Refpet, it always had the
Effett he propofed, which was to hinder any
Town from rifing unanimoufly in Rebellion
againftthePrince. Things were fo managed, that
the two Faltions in each Town were as ftrong
one as the other, and equally incenfed with
3 one
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-one another. Their Children fuck’d with their
very Miik an Averfion, or rather an Abhorrence
for every Thing that belorged to the contra-
ry Party. The continual and determinate Re-
folution to avoid all Manner of Dcalings with
one another, and every Shadow of Relation
and Affinity that might tend in the leaft to
bring them acquainted, only ferved to foment
that Horror, and to fortify it by aHabit. A
mutual Difidence kept each Party to their
Duty, and neither of the two dared to ftir
for fear of giving Advantage to the other,
which, when fupported by the Forces and Au-
thority of the Goveinment, could not fail of
gaining the Afcendant.

Tuis Wall of Separation cre®ed by Schab-
'Abas in all Parts of the Kingdom, and care-
fully kept up by the Skill and Vigilance of
the Governors, had more Force and Virtue
towards maintaining the Peace of the Cities and
Provinces, than the moft numerous Garrifons
could have had, {o that from theTime of Schab-
Abas, to the Troubles of the latter Times,
there was not onc Town that difcovered fo
much as a Thought of "revolting ; and if the
fame Policy had been obferved at Candabar,
as in the other Governments of the Kingdom,
’tis not to be doubted but it would have re-
moved all Pretence for that Rebellipn which
was the Caufe of the late Revolution.

Waen Schab-Abas the Great took that
City, his firft Care was to cftablith two dif>

ferent
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ferent Fadtions in it, and to kecp them up
by the fame Methods which he made ufe of
in the other Towns of his Monarchy. But
the City, being retaken by the Mogul, under
the Reign of Schab-Sefs, Grandfon and Suc~
ceffor to Schah-Abas, the Cuftoms which the
latter had eftablithed there, vanifhed by De-
grees, and were abolithed by Noa-ufage :
And though Schah- Abas I1. Son and Succet-
for to Schab-Seff, reconquered it afterwards,
yet either from a fort of Regard for a Fron-
tier Town, which they had a Mind to fpare,
or from the Indolence of the Minifters, they
acgleéted to revive the fame Seeds of Difcord,
and the {ame Pratices which Schab- Abas 11.
had eftablithed there when he conquered it
a Negligence which it was not forefcen,
would have been attended with Confequences
fo fatal, and which, as was afterwards proved,
coft the Race of the Sgphzes the Lofs of the
‘Throne.

Tue fomenting of thefe Civil Difcords was
one of that kind of Engines which require
skilful Hands to manage them, and which
caufe as much Diforder when they come to
fall in Pieces, and to be entangled by the Fol-
ly or Luke-warmnefs of thoie who have the
Dire&ion of them, as they do Good in a State
when they are well conducéted, and theirSprings
kept in good Repair. This was the very Cafe
in the Reign of Schah-Hu/fewn, during which
thofe domeftick Animofities between the In-

H4 habtants
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habitants of onc¢ and the fame Town, being
no longer moderated by an Authority ftrong
enough to keep them within due Bounds,
quickly broke out into open Wars. Thetwo
Parties did not attack one another now with
Stones and Clubs, but with martial Arms;
and, upon fome Occafions, Mattcrs were puth-
ed {o far, that after a great deal of Blood 1pilt,
they were obliged to fend for Troops on Pur-
pofe from the Neighbouring Provinces, in ot-
der to force the Combatants on both Sides to
part, and to reftore Peace.  “T'hefe Outrages
were the more frequent, becaufe the Gover-
nors of the Towns, who found thzir Account
in it, contributed to them ; and, aftcr having
fecretly kindled the Flame by Mecans of their
Emiffaries, who fet them togetherby the Ears,
they made a Handle of it to condemn each
Party to a great Fine, which they put in their
own Pockets.

Tue fame Spirit of Difcord and Antipathy
raged in the Country, asin the City ; and ’us
certain, indeed, that when fuch Divifions are
well managed, a Prince is fure to find in one
Half of his Subjefts a good Safeguard againft
the Enterprizes of the other. But, on the
other hand, when this Policy is carried too
far, it deprives him of the Service of thofe
Forces which would undoubtedly be a gieat
Affiftance to him, if their mutual Animofity
did not hindertheir a&ing in Concert. Schah-
fHufein fadly expenienced this during the

Siege
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Biege of Ifpaban : Some Y.cagnes from that
City there were two very brave Nations, who
lived under Tents, after the Manner of the
Tartars, viz. the Lorians, and the Bachti-
larians. Eachof them was able to raife an
Army of 20000 Men, one of which was fuf=
ficient to force the Rebels to raife the Siege.
But becaufe each Army was divided into two
Factions, like the reft of the Kingdom, and
becaufe each of thofe Fa&tions was for dc-
priving the other of the Honour that might
accrue to it of having delivered the Capital,
they could never agree to make War together
fo that this Army, which, if they had been
united and a&ted in Concert, would have in-
fallibly defeated the Rebels, and faved the
King and thc Capital, was defeated itfelf,
and put to flight, becaufe they were divided
into two Bodies, which alting feparately and
independently on each other, were too weak
a-pait to make Head againft an Enemy equal

in Valour, and much fuperior in Number.
SucH, therefore, was the Conftitution of
the Government in Perfia, which was only
fupported by an exalt Eguiltbrium between
the Parties. The Spirit of Divifion was therc~
in fo generally propagated, that there was
not a fingle Man but was of one or other
Fa&tion. From hence ’tis eafy to imagine
what Havock it made at the Court, that is
tofay, in a Country where the Spirit of Fac-
tion was always kept up, whenit was baniéhed
rom
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from the reft ofthe World. 1Indeed it- did
not break out there, as it did among the Com-
mon People, in Infults, Quarrels, and Scuf-
fles ; but Attacks are not the lefs vigorous
and dangerous for being filent and crafty.
There were always two Faétions at Court in
the Reigns of Schah- Huffeir’’s Predeceflors, as
well as in his Time ; but the Diforders they
occafioned were not the fame by much, as they
were at the Gourt of Schab- Huffein. As thofe
Princes governed by themfelves; and as they
knew how to ftrike a Terror, their Authori-
ty kept both !Parties in Awe ; and if any
Storm was formed to the Umbrage of the
Throne, a2 Regard for the Sovereign quickly
difperfed it. But it was not {o in the Reign
of Schah-Hu(fféin, who was a Prince formed
rather for Obedience than Command, too
fimple to difcover the Artifices of thofe who
were about him, and too weak to defend
himfelf againft them, if he had known their
Defigns.  The Eunuchs, whofe Authority,
though it was great {o early as the latter Times
of his Predeceflor Schah-Solyman, was always
checked by the Fear of difpleafing a King,
who in the Choice of his Minifters, defigned
they fhould be no more than Minifters, were
not under the fame Reftraint in the Reign of
Schab-Huffern his Son and Succeflor : And
being invefted witha Power which made them
like fo many Kings, they could have defired
nothing more, if they could buthave agreed ta.

gether.
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%ether. But it was 2 Thing impoffible, cons-
idering the inveterate Antipathy whicf] there
was between the White Eunuchs and the Black
ones, and which-the Kings of Perfizall alon
made it a Maxim in Politicks to keep up ang
foment. Schab-Hufféin not able to keep 2
Balance between the two Parties, to whom he
had equal Obligation, and to whom he was
under equal Subjeétion, gave Ear by Turns
to both, and each in Turn was oblig’d to fub-
mit, from whence arofe thofe frequent Alte-
rations which were made in the Governments,
in the Command of the Armics, and in the
principal and moft important Places of the
Kingdom.

TwuEe Eunuchs of the two Complexions
agreed only in one Thing, which was to have
the Management of all Affairs, exclufive of
all other Perfons. But beyond this, each of
thefe Cafts had their feparate Views and par-
ricular Creatures, which each Party endca-
vour’d to advance, as well to make a Shew of
their Credit, as to fupport their Fortune.
And as therc was no Preferment to be got,
but through the Canal of thofe Almighty
Minifters and Difpenfers of all Favours, therc
was a Neceflity of adhering to either theWhite
or Black Eunuchs, of whofe two Fadtions,
by neceflary Confequence, the whole Court
confifted. ~ When cither of the two Parties
had procur’d a Government for one of their
Creatures, the contrary Party prefently fet

all
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all Engines at Work to remove him, and to
put one of theirs in his Piace; and it being
always more eafy to do Hurt than Good, efpe-
cially under a weak Prince, the End was ob-
tain’d with little or no Difficulty. But the
new Subftitute was no fooner in Place, than he
was expos’d to the fame Snocks, and imme-
diately demolifh’d. Confequently every Go-
vernor who judged what might come to pafs
from what had happen’d, and who by the
fpeedy Removal of hi, Predeceffor, was war-
ned that his own was at hand, left no Time,
but haften’d to fill his Purfe, that he might
have wherewithal to purchafe a new Place,
or to defend himfelf againft any Profecution
he had to apprehend for his Oppreflions, the
whole at the Expence of the poor People,
who were fleeced in all Refpeéts by thofe too
frequent Alterations, as has been already ob-
ferv'd.

Tue {fame Thing was done, but with much
greater Prejudice to the State, with Refpect
to the Command of the Armies: A General
fway’d by either of the two Fadions, was no
{ooner fet out upon any Expedition, but the
other did all they could to render it aboitive;
the Troops were never in the Condition they
fhould be, neither for Number nor Quality, or
elfe they did not arrive foon enough in the
Field: Ammunition or Provifions were al-
ways wanting, infomuch that an Army, which
was already half ruin’d by Scarcity and the

Want
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Want of the greateft Neceflaries, did not
hold out againft an Enemy far inferior in
Number; and to this was owing the Ruin of
feveral flourithing Armies in the Reign of
Schab-Hu(fein, which were cut in Pieces with
their Generals in the Wars which the State
had engag’d in againft the Lefgians and Agh-
vans. Nothing perhaps contributed more than
this ill Condu& to draw the latter to I/pabaen,
of which they at laft made themfelves Maf-
ters. What is moft deplorablein all this, is, that
notwithftanding the Defolation over the whole
Kingdom from Loffes fo confiderable, none
bore a Part in it but the Adherents of the
Eunuchs, who had efpoufed the routed Ge-
neral, while thofe of the contrary Party tri-
umph’d in the publick Calamity, of which
they had under hand been the firft Movers :
They did not value the Death of 300co Men;
the Prejudice the oppofite Faction receiv’d by
fuch a Fa&tion, made them eafy, while the
whole Kingdom fuffer’d by it; and when an
able experienc’d General dropp’d, they con-
fider’d 1t in no other View, than as the Lofs
of an Enemy that made Way for one of their
Creatures. 'Thus did thefe Halves of Men
infolently fport with the Fortune of the Gran-
dees, the Lives of private Men, and the For-

ces of all the State.
>T'1s furprizing that the Grandces of the
Kingdom could {fuffer under fuch bafe Ty-
ranny, without repining, and that they did
not

I
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not exert all the Credit and Authority which
they might derive from their Birth and Ser-
vices to fet themfelves free; but the Seeds of
Jealoufy and Difcord which the Eunuchs had
had the Policy to propagate in the moft con-
fiderable and moft potent Families, by fetting
Brothers againft Brothers, had put them out
of a Condition to undertake any Thing. This
they did with Regard to Alimerdam-Kan, the
greateft Captain of that Time in Perfla, and
the only one perhaps that was capable to hinder
the Revolution, as he would nfallibly have
done, if his Projects had not been thwarted.
‘The Power, Abilities, and great Reputation
of that Nobleman giving them Umbrage, they
fet his own Brother upon his Back; and un-
der fome Pretence, or other, which Minifters
are never at a Lofs for to ruin whom they
pleafe, they turn’d him out of his Govern-
ment, which he held in the fame Nature as a
Principality hereditary in his Family; and
after having banifh’d him to Kyrman, they
put his Brother in his Place. They made
ufe of the famc Artifice againft the Princes of
Gengea and Georgia, by overturning the an-
tient Order of Succeflion in their Families.
When the Anceftors of thofe Princes, whom
Schab-Abas the Great fubdued more by Cun-
ning than Strength, confented to become Vaf-
fals to the Crown, it was on Condition that
their Principalities thould always remain he-
reditary in their Fainily : And though gene-

rally
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rally fpeaking, the King of Per/fiz had it in

his Power to chufe out of the Princes of one

and the fame Family, which foever he plea-

fed to be Governor in Chief] it was always

the conftant Pradtice under Schah-Huffein’s

Predecefors, to conform in that Point to the

Order of Nature, and to give the Preference

to the Elder, exclufive of the Younger. The

Bunuchs under Schab-Huffen had no Regard

to this Cuftom, but having it only in their
View to divide and embroil Families, from a

Jealoufy of their Grandeur and Interef}, they
chofe which foever of the Family they
thought fit, to inveft him with the Principa-
lity, by preferring the Younger in Contempt
of the Elder. 'This irregular Condu&, which
made a Divifion in thofe great Families, and
det the Brothers together by the Ears, turn’d
to the Prejudice of the State. They employ’d
‘thofe Forces to make War with onc another,
which might have been ufcfully employ’d

againft the Enemies of the Kingdom; nay,

often one of the Parties held Intelligence with

them, and under-hand aflifted them ; fo that

upon a certain Occafion, when the Prince of
Gengea commanded the Perfian Army againft

the Lefgsans upon the Frontiers of the King-

dom, he had like to have fallen into the Ene-

my’s Hands, through the Treachery of his

Brother, whom they had unjuftly difpoffefs’d

of his Principality : For #achtanga was the

only Prince of the Family of the Princes of

Georgta,
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Georgia, who, with regard to this arbitrary
Difpofal of the Principalities, which the Eu~
nuchs had introduc’d, was Proof againft the
general Temptation; for the Principality ha-
ving been offered-to him to the Prejudice of
kis elder Brother, he generoufly refufed it from
a Sentiment of Equity, faying, That :f God
bad been willing be onuM have been Prince
of Georgia, be would bave fent him intothe
World before bis Brother, towhom the Prin-
cipality rightfully belong’d as bis elder Bro-
ther, and who conld not be deprived of it
without Injuffzec.

*T'1s natural toimagine from the Manner of
giving away Governments in the Reign of
Schab-Huffein, and by the frequent Changes
owing to the Intrigues of the two oppofite
Fadtions of the White and Black Eunuchs,
that the People had a great deal to fuffer un-
der Governors who regarded their Poft no
more than a Place to bait at, made it more
their Study to pillage the Cities and Provin-
ccs, than to keep up good Order; and this
they did with the lefs Caution and Referve,
becaufe they were very fenfible that they
might do it with Impunity.

Scaan-Hussen was born witha Difpofition,
which was kind, andan Enemy to all manner of”
Violence: This Temper of his, tn which there
was as great a Mixture of Fear and Folly, as
of truc Humanit . , 1equired a wife Corre&ive
in 2 Prince of his Character. It happen’d, on

the
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the contrary, that it was even made worfe by
the felfith Infinuations of the Funuchs that
governed him ; and who by horribly repre-
fenting to him certain Inftances of Severity,
of which fome of his PredccefTors had been
guilty, tender’d him incapable of confenting
to any Severity, though never {fo moderate
or neceflary. _

NoTHING is more proper to characterife
this Prince, and to fhew what Notion he had
of Clemency, thar a Paflage 1 am going to
rfention, of which the wholc Court was wit-
nefs. In the Gardens of his Palace there
was a Pond, on which a great Number of
Ducks was always {wimming. Schab-Huffein
took a Pleafure fometimes to fire his Piftol
over the Pond, not to hurt, but only to frighten
them. It happened one Day unluckily and
undefignedly, that one of thofe Shots wound-
ed fume of the Ducks; at which hc himfelf
was as much terrified as if he had really com-
mitted Murder, and made the {ame Exclama-
tion as is cuftomary in Per/fz upon the fhed-
ding of human Blood, by faying, Kanluol-
dum, i.e. 1am polluted <with Blood ; and that
very Inftant he caufed two hundred Tomans
to be given to the Poor, as an Atonement
for what he thought a great Sin.

A Prince who was fo tender confiienc’d in
the Point of wounding a few Ducks, was ve-
ry loth*to give his Confent to the fhedding
of human Blood, though as a Punithment of’

the
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the greateft Crimes: And for twenty Years,
and more, that his Reign had lafted, he never
pals’d one Sentence of Death, and confe-
quently never put on the Red Habit, which
was the fpecifick Colour the Kings of Per/fiz
wole when they were to pronounce any Sen-
tence of Death.

Tue Eunuchs found a two-fold Advan-~
tage in that boundlefs Clemency, with which
they had infpir’d Sehab-Huffen 5 firft of all,
becaufe it fecur’d their pwn Heads upon their
Shoulders ; fecondly, becaufe contrary to the
Principles of good Government which the
Great Schabh-Abas had eftablifh’d, and con-
trary to the Pracice of the Kings of -Per/ia,
they had reduc’d all the Pains, even in the
moft punithable Crimes, to Forfeitures and
Fines, which they had the Cunning, as we
fhall now obferve, to convert to their own
Profit. ’

Berore Schab-Huffein’s Reign, nothing
was more unufual in the Punifhment of the
Grandees, than the Forfeiture of Eftate.
Their Heads paid for their Guilt, but the
Eftates remain’d in the Familics, who by that
Means always fupporied themfelves; and
were in a Condition to fill the great Pofts, and
to ferve the Prince with Dignity. In this they
conform’d to the Maxims of the great Schah-
Abas, who among the political Principles he
left to his Succeflors, recommended this in
particular, that they ought to punifh the

3 Great
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Great and the Rich with corporal Pains, and,
on the contrary, the Vulgar and the Poor
with pecuniary Fines. He made this Maxim
his Foundation, that the former being poffef-
fed of great Eftates, were more affe@ted by
corporal Punifhment than by the Diminution
of their Wealth; whereas the latter, who
abounded in nothing, would be affeted more
by the leaft pecuniary Fine, than by bodily
Pains. And under the Reigns of that Prince,
and his Succeflors, to the laft who was de-
#iron’d, when a great Man was guilty of any
Fault that did not deferve Death, he was
condemned to receive a certain Number of
Blows upon the Soals of his Feet; a Punifh-
ment fo {evere, that fometimes they died of
it, or at leaft were net able for a long while
to fet their Feet upon the Ground. The
Confequence was, that the Fear of this
Punifhment for Faults that were not capital,
and the Apprehenfion of {fuffering Death for
thofe that were, kept the chief Officers of the
Court, the Governors,of the Townsand Pro-
vinces, and even the inferior Magiitrates, in
Awe, becaufe they werc certain that the
flighteft Abufe which they thould make of the
Authority they were trutted with, would be
feverely punifhed in their Perfons.

THE falfe Notion of Clemency, with which
the Eunuchs infpird Schab-Huffesn, buried

thofe wifé Maxims in Oblivion, and changed
I 2 the
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the Sentences of Death into Forfeiture of Ef-
tates, and corporal Punifhments into pecuniary
Fines, to the Advantage of thofe avaritious
Minifters, who abufing the Simplicity of their
Mafter, and the timorous Picty which he ex-
ercifed 1n his Religion, made him {crupulous
of admitting into his own Tieafure thofe
Fines and Forfeituies which they reprefented
to him as the Fruits of Iniquity, and which
they made no Scruple to reccive from his
Hands, as a Gratuity for themfelves, their
Adherents, and Creatures. v

As Fear only is the moft effeCtual Motive
to keep Men in their Duty, efpecially among
People over whofe Condutt the Principles of
Religion and Morality have but {mall Influ-
ence, it was hardly poffible but the Aflurance
of Impunity muft relax all the Springs of Go-
vernment. Confequently all that were in Au-
thority in the Towns and Provinces, only
made ufe of it to fatisfy their infatiable Ava-
rice. Being perfuaded that they had nothing
to fear, provided they had wherewithal to
feed their Proteftors, and that the wortt they
could undergo, would be to refund Part of
what they had robb’d, they took care to plun-
der enough, that they might be in a Condi-
tion to live at their Eafe, even after they had
paid great Fines; fo that all they minded, was
to invent and put in Pratice new Tricks every
Day to obtain their Ends.

Tuxe
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Tue Tributes in Perfiz are very moderate,
and, as every one knows what he is to pay,
the Recovery of it is not difficult nor bur-
thenfome to private Perfons. Every Town
or Village, for Inftance, is afleffed to pay
a certain fixed Sum which ftands, as it were,
for the Capital of what it is to pay ; but the
cafual and indirect Extortions always far exceed
the Capital ; which will appear more plain
from what follows.

In the Principality of Gengea there’s a
‘Cown confifting of two hundred Armenian
Families. This Town is Part of the Appen-
nage of the King’s Mother, to whom it pays
fifty Tomans, or three thoufand Livres. It
happened fome Years ago, that in one Week
only a Fine of three hundred Tomans, or
cighteen thoufand Livres, was paid by fome
of the principal Townfmen. This is a Fa&,
of which the Author who furnifhed the chief
Memoirs of this Hiftory was a Witnefs.

OnE of the Princes of Georgia enjoys
five Towns, or Villages, which the King of
‘Perfia mortgaged to him in Hyrcania 5 and
which brings him in a Revenue of forty-five
"T'omans, or feventeen hundred Livres. There’s
a fort of Intendant calied Deroga, who has
Jurifdi&ion over thofe fiveTowns, and whofe
Bufinefs is not enly to raife that Sum, but al-
fo to do Juftice, and to prevent the Diforders
and Quiarrels which often arife with the Inha-
bitants of the adjacent Towns, either upon

13 Accoung
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Account’of Water, which is very fcarce in
Perfra, or on Account of the Pafture, which
every one difputes to that Degree that fome-
times they proceed to Blows. This Deroga
has twenty Guards, whom he is obliged to
maintain at his own Charge. Befidesthe Tri-
bute of forty-five Tomans which helevies up-
on the five Towns of his Jurifdi&ion, heis alfo
obliged to furnith forty-five more under Co-
lour of a Free-Gift, to keep himicif in his
Poft; and though he has no oth.r Lilate
but the Fines, of which he is even oblis
ged to ‘give one Half to kLis principal Patron,
he finds in the othes H.if of thofe Fines not
only enough to diicharge his Free-Gift, to
pay his twenty Guards, and to maintain him-
ielfin Plenty, but alfo to enrich himfelf. As
thefe Fines arc arbitrary, there’s Caufe to be-
heve that thefe fort of Judges, who profit by
them, always extend them to the higheft
Pitch.

Or this we may judge by another Fa&, of
which my Author was Witnefs. 1Ina Town
named Akul:, one of the moft confiderable
that the Armenians poflefs in Perfia, the
fDeroga that commanded there perceiving a

rivate Man’s Afs, who lived there, browzing
in his Neighbour’s Vineyard, fined the Ow-
ner of the Afs fifty Crowns. The Owner of
the Vineyard asking Pardon for his Neigh-
bour, by reprefenting ‘that he did not take
Offence at it; and that in order to keep up 2
good
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good Underftanding, and Friendfhip among
Neighbours, they did not take it amifs if any
one’s Afs happened to ftray into a Neighbous’s
Vineyard ; the wife Derggz upon this Repre-
{entation condemned the Owner of the Vine-
yard to the fame Fine of fifty Crowns ; and
then told them both, that it was to teach them
how to keep what they had.

Bur no wonder that a Deroga of a Vil-
lage fhould take that Liberty to opprefs the
People after that Manner in a Corner of a
Province, when the Deroga of Ifpaban itfelf,
in the Capital, and under the Nofe of the
King, launches out into Enormities that are
ftill more flagrant. One "of the chief Func-
tions of this Magiftrate was to take care of
the Security of the City, efpecially againft
Night-Robbers ; in which refpe& this muft
be faid in Juftice to him, that he was fuch an
Enemy to them, that, Thanks to his Cate
and Vigilance, there was not one who cfca-
ped him. But inftead of profecuting them
when they were taken, he only obliged them
to ranfom themfelves like Prifoners of War
and was {o exceeding civil to them, that when
he found any of them not in a Condition to
redeem their Liberty, he had the Charity to
let them out of Prifon in the Night-time to
commit frefh Robberies ; which they did with
the greater Security, becaufe fuch as were
fuppofed to be in Prifon, and who adually
came thither for fhelter, as foon as they had

I4 robbed
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Yobbed, were far from being fufpe&ed 5 fp
that by the Means of a fecond Robbery they
fecured themfelves from the Punifhment they
had deferved for the firft. What I have now
mentioned was publickly known to every Bo-
dy at Ifpaban, not long before the/City was
befieged.

Axp while T am upon the Article of
this Magiftrate, 1 cannat omit a {econd Trick
of his, which will appear to be as flagrant
as the former. An Armenian going to him
for Juftice againft a Night-Robber who
broke open his Houfe, the Deroga commit-
ted the Thief to Prifon, order’d the Goods
he had ftolen to be brought home to his Houfe,
and then faid to the injured Party, that, if he
expeted any Juflice, he muft prove the
Theft to hun by WFvidence, and that the
Goods fo robbed did appertain to him. The
Armenian, who was afraid of fome foul Play
from that ftrange Judge, thought the fhorteft
Way would be to compound with the Thief
himfelf,and to engage him, on giving him up
Part of the Goods which he had ftolen, to con-
fefs the Theft before the Deroga. The Thief
confented to the whole, and confefled the
Robbery in Prefence of the Judge. The Ar-
menzan, who thought the Affair was deter-
mined by the Confeflion of the Delinquent,
according to Law, was very far out in his
Reckoning, for the Deroga turning towards
him in a very cold Mauner, {aid, Fhat !

have
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bave you no better Witnefs to produce than
this ¢ A Rogue! a Thief! You wonld bave
me take bis Evidence 2 Go, Friend, bring
me Witneffes of Credit, Witneffes that are
unexceptnable, Muffulmen, and not Arme-
nians, and then DI'll bear you. Thus was
Juftice difpenfed at I/pahan in the Reign of
Schah-Huffein ; and by the Manner that the
chief Magiftrate of the Capital conduéted him-
felf in this Refpe® under the Nofe of the
ging, in the Sight of his Minifters, and to
:very Body’s Knowledge, one may judge how
it far’d in the Provinces.

Onxe of the Diforders that was moft com-
plained of, and which was not fo tolerable
becaufe it had not been fo cuftomary, was, I
do not only f{ay the Neglett of the Gover-
nors, with Refpect to the Safety of the Roads,
but alfo the partial Connivance they gave to
the Highwaymen thatinfefted them, and with
whom they divided the Booty There’s not a
Country in theWorld where the Roads were as
fecure as they were in Perfia, before the
Reign of Schab-Huffe:n. 'They muft thank
Schah-Abas the Great for it, whom I am
often obliged to quote, becaufe Perfz
owes what is cxcellent in her civil Govern-
ment to thofe wife Regulations; and would
not have fallen into the Defolation fhe la-

bours under at this Day, if fhe had not devia-
ted from them.

THAT
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Tuar great Prince, who knew that Trade
is the Wealth of a Kingdom ; and that no-
thing was more effedunal to bring foreign
Merchants into the Country, than to fecure
them from all Manner of Infult and Surprize
in their Voyages, or Journeys, had eitablifhed
fo good an Order with relation to that in
his Dominions, that People might travel
there with as much Safety as they do at
Noon-Day in the moft civilized Towns of Ex-
rope. Guards were pofted at proper Diftap -
ces upon all the great Roads for that Purpoft,
which, without being chargeable to the Gos
vernment were maintained out of very mo-
derate Duties which they levied upon every
Load, and in Proportion to the Load, that is
to fav fomewhat more for a Camel’s Load
than for that of a Horfe: Which Duty was
called Raderie,and the Guards Raders. They
never culmmtted any Robberies by main Force
or . iolence ; but when, notwicthftanding the
Vigilance of the Raders, any was committed
fecretly, and by Surprize, the Governor
of the Town, in whofe Diftri& the Robbe-
1y happened, was obliged to make good the
Merchant’s Lofs, at the Rate fpecified in his
Book of Accomptc including the Money he
had paid, both for Purchate and Cuftoms.
As for the Robbers, confidering how the Ra-
ders, or Patrols, were pofted, that is to fay,in
Places through which there was a Neceffity

for
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for them to pafs, it was almoft impoflible
for them to efcape; and when they were once
taken, they had no Meicy to expe@. They
were put to Death by very cruel Tortures,
as may be feen in Tavernier, Lib.v. Cap.13.
who mentions three or four different Kinds
of it, the leaft of which ftrikes Horror.

Tuis Policy fo wifely eftablifhed by Schab-
Abas,was always kept up without Intermiffion
under his Succeflois, as we are aflured by the

ame Tavernier,who travelled in Per/iz 1n the
Reign of Schabh-Solyman, who was Schah-Huf-
Sfein’s Predeceflor. He fays in one Place,
Lib. i. Cap. 4. that the Roads there were fo
fecure that they had no need to rendezvous,
or travel in Caravans and Compamies; and,
as to the Obligation the Governors of the
Places were under to reimburie the Merchants
what they had been robbed of, nothing can
be *a better Proof that it was fubfifting even
at that Time in its utmoft Rigor, than a Story
which ZTzvernier tells of himfelf, Lib. v.
Cap. 13. concerning two Bales that he was
robbed of. The Governor of the City where
the Robbery was committed, paid him on
the Credit of his Book and Vouchers, 1400
Piaftres, which were his Demand, that is to
fay, above four thoufand Livres ; and that
with fo good a Grace, that after he had paid
him, he likewife made him a Prefent of Wine

and Provifions.
It
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T1 was no longer fo in the Reign of Sohab-
Huffeir, and nothing, perhaps, is a fuller In-
dication to what a Degree the Government
was degenerated and weaken’d under that
Prince, than the Highway-Robberies, which
were not only tolerated, but alfo encourag’d,
and in a manner authorized. 'The Caravans
did not dare to ftop any longer in the Vil-
lages, but chofe ratherto encamp under Tents,
becaufe of the Difficulty of avoiding the
Ambuthes of the Peafants : And they wey
obliged to keep conftant Guard, and to watch..
cvery ManintheirTurn.  Yet, notwithftand-
ing all their Vigilance and Precaution, it was
not poflible totally to efcape out of the Hands
of Pcople, who refined every Day in a Cal-
ling which was their capital Livelihood.
The very Mothers encoumaged their Children
to it, by promifing them a good Supper if
they had the Cunning to make a good Prize.
Tt was to no Purpofe when any Thing was
loft to complainto the Governor of the Place:
It was not now as in the Time of Schab-So-
Jyman, or in the Reigns of the other Kings of
‘Perfia, from Schab-Abas the Great, when
the Governors were obliged to give an Ac-
count of the Robberies committed upon the
Lands of their Jurifdition, and to make
good the Lofs. All the Anfwer that one
of thofe Goveinors gave to a Merchant of
Zeflis, who had been robbed of confiderable

’ Effedts,
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Effells, was this; Shew me the Robber, and
I’1l oblige bim to make you Reflitution. ’Tis
true, that thc Merchant’s Reply to him was
enough to confound him 5 Puz me in your
Place, 1aid he to him, and your f2If in mine,
and I}l foon find you out the Robber. But
it was'all one, and how fharp foever the Re-
ply was, the Governor was not offended at it
for there are no People that bear Reproaches
and Injuries more patiently than thofe of Qua-
lity in Perfia. 1f a Creditor that cannot get
his Money, fay the moft provoking Things
in the World to their Face, they take no Ex-
ceptions at it, but hear him with an Air of
Indifference and Infenfibility which is not to
be parallell’d, which made Father Fofeph
Maria fay in his Perfian Treafure, That the
Phlegm of the ltalians, compar'd to thar of
the Perlians, 5 Paffion and Fury.

A7t laft Things came to fuch a Pafs, that
the Merchants in the Caravans not being able
to guard againit the Subtlety of the Robbers,
nor to obtain Juftice of the Governors, were
reduced to compound with the Highwaymen
themfclves, either by making a Sort of Treaty
of Infurance with them, whereby they gave
them a certain Sum, that they might not be
robb’d, or by leaving them when they were
robb’d in full Pofleflion and Property of one
Half of the Robbery to fave the other. The
Highwaymen confented to it, and more readi-
ly, becaufe they found their Account in it

For
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For as they are very eafily dete@ed in Pey/fia,
as every Canton knows thofe that follow this
Calling, and as from Hatred or Envy they
betray and difcover one another, a Caravan
was no fooner gone by, but the Goyernor,
who knew where to find them, arreftedthem,
and took away all that they had robbd, if
they did not prevent it, by carrying him his
Part, which was always the beft Share of the
Booty. However, by this Condu& they
faved themfelves from a Fine, which he
would infallibly have condemned them to
pay to him; for as to other Punithments they
were out of Date, efpecially that of Death,
and thofe fevere Punifhments vfed in former
Reigns. Every Thing ended in pecuniary
Fines, which reduced thofe Wretches to fuch
a State of Mifery, as put them under the Ne-
ceflity of robbing again for Subfiftance; and
indeed this was the Intention of the Gover~
nors, who were too great Gainers by their
Plunder to be glad to fee it at an End, fo
that when they condemned any Robber to a
Fine, it feems it was not fo much for having
robb’d, as becaufe he did not do it with Cun-
ning; from whence it happen’d, that many of
thofe Mifcreants, having nothing to depend on
but the Bufinefs of Stealing, ftudied to ren-
der themfelves expert and accomplifh’d at it,
and to attain to the {fame Degree of Skill with
thofe Knaves who in Perfiz are called Kara-
chyrfis, and are of furprizing Dexterity and

Cun«
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Cunning. ‘Thus was the Face of Affairs al-
ter’d to {uch a Degree, that the fame Gover-
nors, who under the preceding Reign had
been the Proteétors of the Caravans, and
Sureties for all that were robbed on the pub-
lick Foads, became in the Reign of Schab-
Huffeln, the Inftigators and Accomplices of
the Robberies then committed, infomuch that
one might juftly have applied to them the
Moral of the Fable of Mufellim-Sade, a fa-
mous Perfran Poet, where he fays, That a
1raveller having plucked a Sheep from the
Faws of a Wolf, threw it upon bis Shonl-
dle;r:, and carried it bomes and that while
the poor Beaft was rejoycing in 1ts bappy De-
liwfance, tb/: Tm’ue{ler jfmk his Il(b 712}2’ in-
to his Throat, which made the poor Sheep,
when dying, to [ay to the Traveller, Ton fa-
ved me from the Teeth of the Wolf; tis true,
out you are the fame to me as a Wolf.
Wxire all Things ran thus to Decay,
both in the Country and the Capital, Scbhab-
Huffein lay, as it were, buried in his Haram;
and abandoning the reft of his Dominions to
the Difcretion of his principal Eunuchs, he
feem’d to have no Tafte for any ®other Place
of Pleafure but this, which engrofled all his
Thoughts, and the Expences of which {wal-
lowed up the greateft Part of his Finances.
He looked upon his Haram as his particular
Kingdom, and the only one that deferv’d his
Regard. As Kings who have any Notion of

Glo-
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Glory have generally a Paffion eithet to-fig«
nalize themielves by new Conquefts, or to
render themfelves formidable to their Neigh-
bours, by numerous Armies,.that are always
well paid, and in good Condition, or to enrich
their Dominions by a flourifhing Cominerce :
Sothis Prince difcovered a Paflion to diftinguith
himfelf by the Number and Beauty of the
Women that he kept in his Haram, by the
Riches of their Habits, the Magnificence of
their Furniture, by the Enquiry after and Pro,
fufion of every Thing which could contribute.
to render his Stay there as delightful as pofli-
ble; and he boafted publickly, that he would
ipare no Coft to out-firip the moft riotous
and moft voluptuous Kings that ever were in
theWorld. ’Tis very certain, however, that
none of his Predeceflors came near what we
have feen of this kind in his Reign, either
for the vaft Number of Women, with which
he had filled his Haram, or for the extraordi-
nary Luxury and Splendor in which he
maintained them. His firft Care in the Be-
ginning of his Reign, was to caufe a general
Scarch to be made for all the handfome Wo-
men in Perfla, and to order them to .be
brought to his Haram. The Crop was fo
plentiful, and feem’d fo frefh, that it ferv’d
to give Name to the Year (1701.) wherein
it was gather’d, which after that Time was
called the Year Kyfivran, i.c. the Yedr of
Women. There is hardly 2 Country inhabited

' ty



(121)

by fo many different Nations as Perfiz. Be
a young Woman of what Nation foever, ex-
cept the Fewsfl/, which was excluded, if fhe
was but handfome, fhe was pick’d up for the
King’s Haram. The Governors of the Pro~
vinces, who knew their Mafter’s Tafte, and
that all the Services they were capable of do-
ing him in the Government were nothing in
his Efteem, compar’d with the Merit of en-
riching and adorning his Haram with fome un-
~ommon Beauty, madc it their Bufinefs to
look out every where, and to procure them
at any Price; and when they were fo happy
as to be ablc to accompany the Tribute of the
Province, which they fent every Year to I/
paban, with fome Prefent of this Nature, they
were perfuaded that they had paid a better
Compliment, and that the King was more ob-
liged to them, than if they had fent double
the Sum to what the Province ufed to pay.
Each of thofe Women had her particular Eu-
nuch and Chamber-Maid, and as to the Ex-
pence of the Toilet and Provifions, it had no
Bounds from a Prince ;who thought it an Ho-
nour to out-do every Thing that had been
done of this Nature. Befides what he laid
out upon them in the Haram, he gavethema
confiderable Portion when they went forth to
be married, This was done fometimes, though
very rarely, during the preceding Reigns ;
but it was very common in Schab-Huffein’s
Time, who beftowed thofc Women in Mar-
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tiage, not only to his Courtiers, but alfo to-the

inferior Officers of his Palace, and to his ve-

ry Cooks. As to the Great Men’s Daughters
that had been bred up in the Haram, he mar-
ried them to other great Lords, not only af-
ter they had loft their Virginity, but when
they were a&ually with Child.  The worft ofy
all for thefe Lords was, that whatever Chil-
dren they had elfewhere, the Child that was
born of this Venter became the eldeft of the
Family, and went away with the Bulk of
their Eftates, In1719. the Governor of Er:-
wvan was obliged to receive on this Footing
the Daughter of a Prince of Georgie, nam’d
Koftrou-Kan, whom the King fent to.him
from his Haram, with an Heir that he did not
expet. There are feveral confiderable Fa-
milies in Perfia, which boaft of fuch Extrace
tion, and call themfelves Schab-Zade, 1. e.
King’s Sons, for Za fignifies Son, and Schab
King. Of this Number is the illuftrious Fa-
mily of the hereditary Princes of Gengea, de~
fcended from Solyman, the Predeceflor of
Schab-Huffein.  But thefe Schah-Zades are
fo multiplied fince, that their great Number
has made them fink confiderably in the Efteem
they were held in heretofore, and before the
late Revolution there were a great many of
them at Ifpaban who made a very mean Fi-
gure there.

FrowM the great Number of Women with
which Schab-Huffein had ftored his Haram,

we
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we may infer what an Attendance there muft
be of Eunuchs, either for their Service, or
their Guard, which could not but increafe in
Proportion. Never King of Perfla had fo
many by far, for they almoft equalled the
Number of his own Guards, and indeed he
had no other Guard at the Times of the Kox-
rzué, which I am now to give an Account
of.

’T'1s the Cuftom in Per/fia, that when the
King removes from Ifpaban along with the
Yadies of his Haram, to any of his Pleafure
Houfes, a Proclamation is made three Days
beforehand, of the Hour which he intends to
go abroad in, and the Streets through which
he is to pafs. This Proclamation is called
the Kowrouk ; and ’tis to forbid every Man
from ftaying 1n the Houfes that look into the
Streets, through which the King is to pafs,
or in the Country for two Leagues round.
Now as in Perfia they have no Ufe either of
Coaches or Waggons, becaufe of the Multi-
tude of little Canals which cut the Country,
and are {o managed as to water the Lands,
all the Ladics ride upon Horfes or Mules,
with each their Eunuch to hold the Bridle:
As to the Servant Maids, they ride upon Af-
fes ; and one of Schab-Huffein’s great Diver=
fions in thefe Kourouks, was to whip thofe
Affes till they threw their Riders, and made
Sport for the others. As the Law, which ba-
nifhed Men from all Places through which
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the King pafs’d with all this Equipage, did
alfo keep off his own Guard, he could then
have no other but his Eunuchs, who furround-
cd this whole Troop with Guns and Swords.
Befides them there were two other confidera=
ble Bodies of Eunuchs, one of which advanc’d
very far before the Troop, and the other clo-
fcd the March at the fame Diftance, not to
mention thofe that were emylay’d, cither to
fearch the Houles by which they pafs’d, to
fce if no Man lay hid there, or to fcour the
Country, in order to put all to the Swoid that
they found within the Limits prohibited by
the Konronk., No doubt there muft be a
vaft Number of Eunuchs to fill all thofe
different Pofts. Mean Time a great Number
muft neceffarily remain, either for the Guard
of the Womens Haram, or of that which was
the Prifon to the King’s Brothers and Chil-
dren, who were never more narrowly watch’d
than in the King’s Abfence. The greater was
this Number of FEunuchs, the more was the
Expence; and ’tis certain, that feveral good
Regiments might have been maintain’d with
the Money that it coft to provide for the
Number of Eunuchs which Schabh-Hufein
had more than his Predeceflors.

No doubt it was a great Buithen to the
State to maintain the Haram in the Degree
i¢ was rifen to under this Prince, who had
trebled the Expence of it to what it was in
the Time of his Predeceffors; but it may be
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faid, that he was yet more lavifh in other
Things, in which thofe Princes were always
very moderate,, and particularly in Building,
in which he buried immenfe Sums, and even
cxhauited the Treafures of the Kings that had
reign’d before him. Though their anticnt
Palace was fo fumptuous and magnificent, that
it may be look’d upon as a Monument of
their Splendor, he puli’d it all down, and
built a new one, with an Expence that thew’d
he did not value what it coft.

Tuis Building was {carce compleated, but
he undertook a new one yet more confiderable
at Farabath, one of his Pleafure Houfes,
about a League trom Ifpahan. 'The Build-
ings which he raifed there were fo vaft and
magnificent, that he was tempted more than
once to remove his Haram thither, and to
make it his ufual Refidence. As he had builg
in a Place that was extremely dry, the grcat-
eft Expence he was at in this Undertaking
was for Water, which was abfolutely want-
ing there, and which they were fain to bring
thither from a great Diftance by Stone
Troughs, the Expences and Labour of which
cannot be conceiv’d, fays my Author, but
by thofe who have feen it.

Twue burning of the Great Royal Salon,
where the King ufed to give Audience to
the Ambaffadors, and to make his publick En-
tertainments, was another Occafion of Ex-
peuce ta Schah-Huffein, which was more nea

-
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ceffary indeed, but help'd towards dreining
his Finances. This great Salon, nam’d
Tchebel-8ctoon, i. e. Forty Pillars, becaufe
it aétually ftands upon fo many Columns, is a
Building that ftands by it felf in the Midft
of the Gardens of the Royal Palace of I/pe-
ban. Chardin, who has given a very exatk
Reprefentation of it in the Defcription of
Ifpaban, {peaks of it as the moft ftately A-
partment in the Palace. It happened that
after one of thofe publick Entertainments
which the King fometimes made there in the
Night Time, a Fire broke out there, which
though it was very violent before it was per-
ceiv’d, Part of the coftly Furniture of it
might perhaps have been fav’d, and Mea-
fures were taken for that Purpofe, when
8chab-Hufféin, from a Motive of Submiffion
to the Will of God, forbad the Fire to be
put out, {aying, That as 1t was the Will of
the Lord that his Saton [bould be burnt, be
wonld mot oppofé 1t 5 and though there was
nothing mote rich and fumptuous throughout
the whole Palace than the Furniture of this
Salon, which was on Purpofe to difplay the
Magiicence of this Prince, he chofe from a
Spiric of Rctignation to Providence, to con-
tinue at the Fite till the whole was confu-
med.  But his Refignation did not hinder
bim from raifing it again, and rebuilding it
with more Splendor than the former.
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BestpEs all thefe flately Edifices, he ereft-
ed another, which may be reckoned a Mo=
nument of his Piety, as well as of his Power.
It was a Monaftery for Dervifhes, the Mag.
nificence of which may be imagined by the
chief Gate of it only, which is of Maffy Sil-
ver. But that which ftill doubled the pro
digious Expence of all thofe great Buildings,
is, that he never digefted any of his Plans
thoroughly, and that upon a2 new Thought
he demolifhed the whole Pile to the Ground,
and begun again.

It was hardly poflible but all thofe extra«
ordinary Bxpences muft hurt his Finances;
but his religious Zeal made him undertake
an unfeafonable Pilgrimage, which not only
compleatly drein’d his Exchequer, but alfo
ruin’d all the Provinces through which he
pafe’d. There’s a famous Monaftery on the
Confines of Perfia, next to Great Tartary,
dedicated toa Santon, or Saint, of .4%’s Sef?, in
a littte Town named Me/Zaz, which isabove
two hundred Leagues from I/paban. Thi-
ther his Devotion carried him, attended by
all the Women of his Haram, and followed
by a Train of 6ooco Men, which was {0 exe
penfive, that half the Sum that his Journey
coft him, would have defray’d the Charge
of all the Expeditions againft the Rebels
of Candabar, of which more hereafter,

W e muft do this Princs the Juftice, how-
¢ver, to obferve, that as much attach’d as he

Ky wag



(128 )

was to his Religion, he was not opinionated,
and had no more than his Predeceflors, efpe-
cially fince Schab-Abas the Great, any
‘Thing of that Averfion and brutal Rage
which the Mabometans of Omar’s Se&t, fuch
as the Turks are, exprefs againft all other Re-
ligions, and efpecially the Chriftian,  This
may partly be aicribed to the Charadter of
the Genius of the Per/frans, naturally incli-
ned to Kindnefs and Humanity, but much
more to the Extradtion of almoft all the
Kings of Perfia fince Schab-Abas that redu-
ced Perfia, who are defcended from Georgian
Princefles or Ladics; for as they are original-
ly Chriftians, they ftill preferve, even ia the
Midft of Mazhometifm, in which they are
train’d up from their Infancy, a very ftrong
Inclination for the Religion of their Ancef-
tors and their Country: They have alfo for
the moft Part retain’d the Cuftom of 1aking
their Chriftian Names. The Grandmother
of the dethron’d King was called Aary-Be-
2um, i.e. Princefls Mary, for in Perfla, as
well as in the Indies, at the Mogul’s Court,
the Title of Begum is the peculiar Diftine-
tion of the Princefles. This Cuftom of ta-
king the Name of }ary has pafled from the
Haram to the other Ladies of Perfia, clpe-
cially ai Jfpabar, where ’tis a very common
Name. The Women being accultomed to
the Name, they have a Sort of Veneration
for the Holy Virgin from whom it comes ;

they
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they honour her Images, receive and preferve
them with Refpe&, and Schah.Hufein him-
felf voluntarily admitted them, notwithftand-
ing the Law of Mahomer, which pofitively
forbids it.

As in Terﬁa the King’s Children are
brought up under the Eyes of their Mothes
till feven Years of Age, and are permitted to
fee them now and then afterwards, no Won-
der that they infpire them with Sentiments
for a Religion which indeed they fcarce
know any Thing of, but for which they al-
ways retain a Sort of Affetion; as for the
Religion of their Country.  Schah-Abas 11.
Grandfather of the dethroned King, was fo
prepoflefled in Favour of Chriftianity, that it
was difagreeable to him to f{peak ill of it;
feveral incurr’d his Difpleafure for fo doing,
and the Difgrace of Athemat-Dounlet, who
had govern'd during his Minority, was attri-
buted in great Part to the invincible Averfion
which that Prime Minifter difcover’d upon
every Occafion to our Religion.  And
the Armenians of his Time ufed to tell one
another, as Sir Fobn Chardin reports in his
Coronation of Solyman p. 169. that Schah-
Abas was more a Chriftian than a Mahometan.
T know not what Credit may be given to 2
Report which was current in Perfia at the
Time he died, viz. that fie was chriften’d on
his Death-Bed by Father Raphael 2 Capu-
¢hin, who being his Mathematician and Phy-
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fician, had free Accefs tohim. I am the moré ina
clin’d to doubt the, Truth of this Story, becaufe
Chardin, who in the Book juft now quoted,
feems thoroughly inform’d of the Particulars
of this Prince’s Death, does not fay oneWord
of this fecret Hiftory : But however, the Suf-
picion that was commonly entertain’d of him
in Perfia, is a very pofitive Proof of the fhi-
ning Marks he gave of his Efteem and Af-
fetion for Chriftianity.

ScnacH-SorymaN his Son, and Father to
Schah-Huffein, had nothing of that ftrong
and declared Affection for the Chriftians ; and
fometimes he gave the Miflionaries Trouble,
though it was more owing to the Inftigation
of the Eunuchs, who had begun to gain Cre-
dit with him, than to his own Accord. What
is certain is, that his Religion fate very loofe
about him, as he gave Reafon to judge, by
what he faid one Day to Buch-Tamber, the
Ambaflador of the Great Sobieski, Fobn 111
King of Poland.

Nor long after this brave Prince had drove
the Turks from Viemna, it was reported
in Perfia, that he was gone to befiege
Conflantingple.  Upon this Schab-Solyman
demanded of the Ambaffador what the King
of Poland would do, if he took that Capital
of the Ottoman Empire 3 and this Minifter
making Anfwer, that it was his Mafter’s De-
fign to glve no Quarter to any Mabometan ;
Very well, replied Selyman, making the Sigt}
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of the Crofs, with a very gay Countenance,
if the Chriftians take Conflantinople, T will
turn Chriftian as well as they ; and entertain-
ing the Ambaffador all Night long at a Feaft,
he carous’d with him till he made himfelf
drunk, with toafting a Health to the King
of Poland.

Scuan-Husse1n, though far more devoutin
his Religion than Schab-Solyman his Father,
was not thoroughly convinc’d in his Mind that
it was aWhit better than the Chriftian Religion.
One Day as he was fhewing a Watch made
for him by M.Rouffean of Geneva, hisWatch=
maker in Chief] to Giewader-Bafzz, his fa-
vourite Eunuch, I obferve, fays he to him,
that the Franks, (the Name by which the
Eunropeans are call’d in Perfia,) are better
Workmen than ours, I am very much afraid,
that as they out-do us in Arts, they alfo ex-
cel us in Points of Religion. He was fo af-
feted when he heard of our Hofpitals, and
the Care therein taken of the poor Patients,
that he was refolv’d to imitate us in that fort
of Charity. He caus’d a magnificent Hofpi-
tal to be built at I/paban, and order’d all,
even the moft precious Remedies that could
be got, to be prepared in the Royal Difpen-
fatory for the Sick. But the Eafinefs of im«
pofing upon a Prince incapable of perceiving
it, and more incapable ftiil of refenting it, if
he had perceivd it, render’d his good Inten-
tions partly of np Effe&; for they who had
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the Management of the Hofpital that he had
founded, turn’d the moft precious Remedies,
which they got out of his Difpenfatory, to
their own Advantage, by felling to the Rich
what the King had intended to be difpens’d

ratis to the Pocor. He gave the latter an-
other Mark of his good Nature, by building
feveral Ovens, where he had Bread bak’d at
his own Charge, to be diftributed to the Poor
at a moderate Price.  But how laudable fo-
ever his Intention was in this Refpeét, he
would have aflifted the Poor much more ef-
fectually, if he had prevented the Monopo-
lies of the Grandees, who in order to bring
their Corn to the better Market, privately
hinder’d the Carriage of any from the Country
to Ifpaban. Schah-Solyman his Father, who
was at the like Nonplus in 1667. the Begin-
ning of his Reign, foon found out a Remedy,
which was morc profitable to his Subjeéts,
and not fo burthenfome to himfelf. To re-
drefs this Diforder, he was at no more Trou.
ble than to chufe A/-Kouli-Kan, one of
the chief Lords of his Court,a Man of a good
Headpiece and Refolution, into whofe Hands
he committed the whole Management of this
Affair.  Ali-Kouli- Kan being convinc’d, that
a Famine in a great City does not proceed fo
much from the Scarcity of Corn, as from the
Dithonefty and Avarice of thofe who conceal
it, or ftop up the Canals by which it ufually

comes, gave proper Orders, and caus’d them,
to
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to bt executed with fuch Refolution, that the
very mext Day after the King had nominated
him, he reduc’d the Bread to a moderate
Price, and entirely reftor’d the Tranquility of
Ifpaban, which was juft ready to revolt.
"This may be feen more at large in Sir Fobn
Chardin’s Book of the Coronation of Soly-
man, p.261. where we find, that what this
Lord did at that Junéure, is worthy of the
Imitation of the politeft Towns in Europe on
the like Occafion; and that nothing contri-
buted fo much to prevent a Famine, as an il-
luftrious Inftance (mention’d in that Book
p-262.) of his Difintereftednefs, and of the
Severity with which he began the Exercife
of his Employment.

WHEN Schab-Solyman made Choice of this
Nobleman to provide againft the publick
Neceflitics, he was but twenty Years of Age;
and being but juft come out of the Haram,
where he had been always confin’d to his Co-
ronation, he muft be very raw, and unexpe-
rienced in the Arts of Government. But
however, he was wife enough to chufe a Mi-
nifter of fufficicnt Abilitics to fupply his own
Deficiency, and by that Means he put a Stop
to the Diforder, in the Manner that became a
King, whereas Schab-Huffein his Son and
Succeffor, who was of a more advanc’d Age,
and confequently had had more Experience,
when he was under the fame Difficulty, pro-
vided no other Remedy than what might be
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expeéted from a generous, rich, private Man,
without Authority and Characer ; fo that as
much a King as he was, he did little more,
during a general Famine, than what was done
all the Year long by his Grandmother, a very
charitable Princefs, who limited the Expences
of her Houfe-keeping, and appropriated her
great Revenues to the Comfort and Nourith-
ment of Multitudes of Poor, as well Chrif=
tians as of the other Religion, and who for
her immenfe Charities would have deferv’d
to be call'd 87, Helena among the Perfians,
if her Alms had been animated by the Spiric
of the true Faith.

FroMm all that T have hitherto related of
Schab-Huffein, ’tis eafy to infer, that as he
was endow’d with fome of the Qualities and
Virtues which adorn a private Man, he had
none of thofe which are neceffary for a Mo-
narch. He was good natur’'d and human;
but his good Nature was of that Stamp which
bears with every Thing, and punifhes no-
thing, and in which the Wicked, being aflur’d
by it of Impunity; find their Account more
than honeft Men, whom it deprives of all
Hopes of Juftice. He hurt no particular
Perfon, and by that Means injur’d all Man-
kind. The only Inftance in which he dif~
eover’d the Marks of Greatnefs was, his Paf~
fion for Building, and his Inclination to Mag-
nificence, in which he took a Pride, though
his Application to it did not fcem to be o

much
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much that of a2 King who makes it his fole
Delight, as that .Of a Man who makes it his
important and his only Bufinefs, He would
have nothing wanting for his Buildings, what-
ever was wanting in his Armies; and like
fome People, who are always more forward
to give Alms than to pay their Debts, he
built Monafteries and Hofpitals, while his
T'roops perifh’d with Hunger, and difpers’d,
or fuffer’d themfelves to be cut in Pieces on
the Frontiers, for Want of Pay and Ammu-
nition, being better pleafed to have ereéted
fine Palaces in Ifpaban and the Neighbour-
hood, than he was mov’d or afflited to fee
whole Provéhces taken away from him on all
Sides.

Arv this might pafs for the Declamation
of an Hiftorian, if this Prince himfelf, in
the moft important Conjunéture of his Reign,
had not explain’d himielf in a Manner that
proves it infinitely beyond what 1 have done,
and which plainly fhews how little Care he
thought himfelf oblig’d to take of any Thing
but his Buildings, and the Management of
his Houfes, and to what a Degree he forgot
he was a King.  For when at the Approach
of the Rebel’s Army, which was advancing
by great Marches towards I/paban, his Mi-
nifters and the Grandees of his Court endea-
vour’d to rouze him by the Proximity of his
Danger,.and admonifhing him, that it was a
very ferious Affair, not to be jefted with;
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‘Tis your Bufinefs, fays he, fo look to that,
you have Armies provided; as for my Part,
if they leave me bur my Houfé ar Farabath
I am content. Thefe were the Sentiments of
this poor King, who was punithed in the very
Thing for which he feem’d to have any Fond«
nefs ; for his Houfc at Farabath, which he
had built and adorn’d with fuch Profufion and
Magnificence, was not only the firft that was
plunder’d, but ferv’d alfo as a Camp to the
Rebels, who would never have ventur’d to
undertake the Siege of Ifpaban, if they had
not found a Place for the moft fafe and com-
modious Camp they cotild have defir’d within
the large Circumference of that flutely Houfe
which was encompafled with high and firong
Walls, and flank’d with T'owers at convenient
Diftances.

However, notwithftanding the King’s In-
dolence, notwithftanding the Incapacity and
Tyranny of the Eunuchs that govern’d him,
notwithftanding the bad State of all the Pro-
vinces, and the general Diffatisfaction of the
whole Kingdom, ’tis very probable, that
Schab- Huffe:n would have died in Peace upon
his Throne, as well as many other Kings of
his Charatter, if, unhappily for him, a pri-
vate Man of a bold and enterprizing Genius
had not been forc’d againft his Will to come
to Court from the remoteft Corner of his
Frontiers, and above four hundred and fifty

Leagues from Jpaban, who obferving very
nicely
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nicely how every Thing was manag’d at
Court, and how weak and confus’d were
thofe Springs of that Royal Power, the Ma«
jefty of which had dazzled his Eyes at fuch,
a Diftance, imagined that it was not in a Cone
dition to reduce any one to his Duty, that
fhould: have the Courage to fhake off the
Yoke. Upon this he form’d his Plan, and
after having executed it by freeing his Coun~
try from the Tyranny of the Per/fians,againtt
whom he always made Head as long as he
livid, and whom he routed as often as they
came to attack him, he left a Son, who be-
ing bolder than himfelf, prefumed to under~
take to dethrahe his Sovereign, and accord-
ingly carried his Point, to the great Aftonifh.
ment both of Afia and Eurgpe. 'This1 fhall
give an Account of after I have in a few Words
treated of the Origin and Character of the
Nation to whom this great Event is owm
ing.
gTma Nation of the A4GHY A N §, hitherto
unknown in Europe,and {carce known in A/,
where it lies in a Corner, has render’d it felf
fo famous by the Conqueft it has lately made
of Perfia, one of the greateft Kingdoms in
the World, that there’s no Body living, but
will be very glad to have fome Account of a
People, who have begun to thew themfelves
to the World. by fo fignal a Blow.

Tue Agbhvans, who were originally of
the Province of Szyrvan, which was antien<
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ly call’d Great Albania, and which is fithate
between the Cafpian Sea and Mount Cauca-
Jus, were formerly fubdued by Tameriane,
who could not reduce them till after” many
Battles, wherein he cut a great Past of them to
Pieces. But as this unmanageable People, not
ufed to bear the Yoke, were continually re-
volting, and took Arms again upon the firft
Occafion that offer’d, he thought he could
not make furc of them, but by tranfplanting
them to another Soil, being perfuaded,
that when they were once out of the Sight of
their own Country, they would at the fame
Time lofe that Love of Liberty and Indepen-
dence which had engag’d thent:in fo man
Rebellions, and which had given him fo muc%:
Trouble and Fatigue; and in order to keep
them under the ftriGter Subjection, he plac’d
them between Perfiz and the Indies, upon the
Confines of each of thofe two Empires, which
he had equally reduc’d to his Obedience. *Tis
faid, that they were antiently Chriftians, of
the Armenian Se&, but that they turn’d Ma-
hometans for Want of the Affiftance and In-
ftru&ions of their Priefts and Do&tors, whom
Tamerlane took away from them, that they
might fooner embrace that Religion. As to
their Name, that alone feems to juftify what
is faid of their Origin, with refpe& to A/ba-
nia; for as in the Armenian Tongue our Let-
ter L is chang’d into G H, and our B into
v
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7 Confonant, fo of the Word Abans is form
ed Aghvans.

THE capital City of the Country to which
Tamerlane tranfplanted them, when he took
them from Albania, is cal’d Candabar, a
Town, which borders on Perfiz to the Eaft,
as it does’on the Dominions of the Mogul to
the Weft. It had Princes of its own for a
Time, who fubfifted on the mutual Jealoufy
of the two Powgrs, between which it was fi-
tnate. But at laft Schab-Abas the Great,
who made as many Conquefts by his Policy
as his Arms, found a fair Opportunity to en-
gage the Prigce, who was Mafter of it in his
"Fime, to gft him{elf under his Proteétion ;
which4redid accordingly, on Condition, that
a Prince of his Race fhould always command
in Candabar, as Vaffal and Tributary to the
King of Perfia. This Tavernier alfo men=
tions in his Voyages, Lib. v. cap. 23.

Scuar-ABas, who, according to the true
Maxim of all Politicians, wasa punctual Ob-,
ferver of his Word, with regard to the Trea~
ties that he had made, even with his Vaffals,
not only fecur’d the Pofleflion of Candabar
to the Prince who fubmitted, but alfo conti-
nued the Government of it to his Son 4/i-
merdan-Kan after the Death of his Father.
Schab-Sefr, Grandfon to Schab-Abas, fuc~
ceeding his Grandfather, the Court of Per/fia
chang’d their Maxims. As Alimerdan-Kan
was poflefled of great Wealth, which he hfad
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for moft Part by Inheritance from his Ancefs
tors ; and as he cut the Figure of a potent So-
vereign in his Government, rather than that
of a Vaffal, always eating out of Gold Plate,
and keeping a Houfe almoft as magnificent as
the King’s; the Minifters,who govern’d dyring
Schab-Sefi’s Non-age, and who by infpiring
hih with violent Sufpicions of feveral of the
greateft Noblemen, had perfuaded him to put
fome of the-moft confiderable of them to
Death, did not fail to raife the fame Jealoufy
in his Breaft againft the Prince of Cuandabar,
whofeWealth, of which they hoped to be Sha-
rers, tempted them more than the Pofleflions
of the others, whom they had ¢oufed to be
put to Death. The Difficulty was-¢t> get him
to Court; for the Misfortune of thofe wnu,
after being drawn thither in that Manner, left
their Heads there, made him very luth to
go;and as he faw that, without Regard to his
Remonftrances, Couriers were fent to him one
upon the Neck of another, with prefling Or-
defs to repair to I/pahan, he did not doubt
but his Life was aim’d at, and in order to
provide himfelf an Afylum againft the Mi-
nifters of the Court of Perfiz, he furrender’d
Candabar to the great Mogul. But he would
receive nothing from that Prince, and content-
ed himfelf with the Honour which he did him
to give him the firft Poft of the Kingdom,
which he kept Pofleflion of to his Death.
When he retired to the Mogul’s Court, he

Cake
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carried fuch a Mafs of Treafure with him;
chat without taking any Thing from that

Prince, he liv’d at his Court with greater
Splendour than any Body. He caufed
a very fine Houfe to be built at Fehana-
bad, with a very fine Garden by the Water-
fide, which, according to the Report of T4~
vernier, who knew the Indies well enough
to be depended upon, is the moft ftately Edi-
fice in the Mogul’s Dominions. That Prince
was {urprized how Alimerdan-Kan, without
having any Salary from him, could live with
fo much Magnificence as he did; but one Day
as he went to fee him with the Princeffes, in
that little Pdeafure-Houfe juft now mention™d,
Wﬁman’s Lady open’d feveral Coffers

all of Gold before thofe Princefles, and
while they were viewing them faid, That bis
Majefly need not be furprized if ber-Husband
took nothing from him, becaufé they faw he
had enough for bim and bis Children to live
upon.

PHE had two Children at the Court of Per.
fia, when he deliver’d up Candahar to the
great Mogul ; and perhaps he had not been fo
much prefs’d as he was, if it had not been pre-
fum’d, that his Regard for his Children, who
remain’d as Hoftages at I/pahen, would hin~
der him from carrying Matters to an Extre-
mity ; but having before his Eyes the Exam-
ple of Iman- Kouli-Kan, another Governor of
the Province, yet more powerful than he,

L3 who



(142 )

who was only brought to Court with his
Children to be put to Decath there all together,
he imagin’d that inftead of faving the Lives
of his two Sons, by repaiiing to Court, he
fhould only haften their Death with his own;
and chofe to take Refuge with the great Mogul,
by delivering up Candabar tohim, happen what
would, whereby he fecur’d his own Life, as
well as the Lives of his Children ; for whereas
they would undoubtedly have been put to
Death with him, if he had gone to I/paban,
the Fear of exafperating the Inhabitants of
the Province of Cundabar, and of rendering
them irreconcileable, by putting to Death the
two young Lords, who were dcﬁ?ndcd from
their Sovereign Princes, oblig’d theaurt of
Perfia, which hop’d one Day or other to re-
cover Candabar, not only to keep fair with
them, but alfo to treat them with moie Dif-
tin&ion than ever; {o that they met with as
much Favour from the King of Perfia’s Court,
as their Father receiv’d at the Court of the
Mogul.

Thuis Policy of Schab-Sefi had its Effect
under his Son and Succeffor Schab-Abas 11.
For when that Prince went in the Beginning
of his Reign to befiege Candabar, the Perfrans
who were in the Army that the Mogul fent
to its Relief, and which compofed the greateft
Past of it, remember’d the kind Treatment
which the Court of Perfiz had fhewn to the
Children of Alimerdan-Kan, and did not do
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every Thing that they might have done to
hinder Schah-Abas 1. from making himfelf
Mafter of it, and re-entering it, which he did
in 1650. Since that Time it has always re-
main’d in the Hands of the Perfians, not-
withftanding all the Attempts which were af-
terwards made by the great Mogul Cha-Gean
to recoverit. He caufed it to be befieg’d in
vain three feveral Times by two of his Sons,
Sultan Dera and Sultan Swyaf, whom he fent
thither one after another, each at the Head
of an Army of 3coooo Men; and when for
Vexation that he had mifcarried, he asked
Alimerdan-Kan if he did not know a Way to
put him again in Pofleflion of Candabar, that
Noblcmﬂf gencroufly replied, Thar be knew
w0 other Way but to find out a fecond Tray-
tor that would betray st as be bad done.

WHEN Schab-Solyman, Son to Schab-
Abas I1. fucceeded his Father in the Throne,
Aurengzeb then Emperor of Mogal, who
had carried all his Points, and was uneafy to
tet Candabar remain longer in the Power of
his Enemies, thought that the Diforder in the
Affairs of the Court of Perfia, and the
Weaknefs of the Government, under a young
unexperienced King, gave him a fair Oppor-
tunity to undertake the Conqueft of that Place
with Succefs. He was ftrongly tempted to
it, and would have certainly gone thither, if
he had not been diverted by the wife Coun-
fels of the Pringefs his :S[Eﬁcr, who reprefcnté-
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ed to him, that it would expofe the Glory he
had acquir'd till then; that the taking of Can-
dabar was not an eafy Matter; that the Ar-
mies which Cha-Geban their Father had fent
thither had mifcarried ; that as his own only
confifted in a great Meafure of Perfians, who
ferv’d him not without Relu&ance, and gave
him but lazy Affiftance in that Expedition,
he ought to expect the fame Fate; that if he
did not come off with Honour, it would be
anindelible Stain to his Reputation ; that, in
fhort, he had not a great deal to gain if he
fucceeded, but that if he mifcarried, his Lofs
would be infinite. Aurengzeb complied with
thefe Arguments; and though wenever he
fent Ambaffadors afterwards to the\Ccurt of
Perfia, the firft Article of their Inftructioa.
was always to demand the Reftitution of Caz-
dabar, it was only look’d upon as a Matter
of Form, and did not hinder the two Kings
from living amicably, when they had nothing
to skuflie for elfewhere.

Thrus the City of Cardabar remain’d to
Perfia. 1t was a Place of the more Impor-
tance to this Kingdom, becaufe it coverd the
Frontiers towards the fudies ; and there was
none fo firong in all Perfiz, it having been
fortified by Ewnropear Ingineers, whom Cha-
Geban the great Mogul employed there,
while he was Mafter of it. As ’tis the great
"Thorow-Fare of the Caravans that go from
Perfia to the Indies, or that return thghcg
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from thence, it has enrichd it felf by the
Stay which the Caravans make there, and
which the Governors had the Art of protraét-
ing. One may form a Judgment of its
Wealth, by the Tribute it paid to the King,
which was twelve Pound Weight of Gold
for every Day in the Year, exclufive of many
other Duties, Fines, and Forfeitures. 1t lies
in the fame Latitude as /paban, at the Dif-
tance of three hundred and ffty Perfian
Leagues, which according to Sir Fobn Char-
din’s Calculation in his Coronation of Sply-
man, make above four hundred and fifty
French Leagues. As it was from this City
that terrible Blow came which has min’d a
Monarchy fo powerful as that of Perfis, 1
“kefight my felf oblig’d to omit nothing that
might contribute to give a perfe& Knowledge
of it. Tavernier has left us a Draught of it

in the Fifth Book of his Voyages to Per/ra.
THis City therefore 1s the Capital of the
Province where the Aghvans were difpers’d,
living for the moft Part under Tents, like the
Tartars, being inur'd to Heat and Cold, and
all the Inclemencies of the Seafons. With
them the Mafters, Slaves, Horfes, and Cat-
tle lay confufedly under onc and the fame
Tent; and this People is fo accuftomed to
Ordure and Naftinefs, that if a Horfe drops
down dead by their Side, there they let him
lic and rot, without being offended at the
Stench,
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Stench, or taking any more Notice of it, than
if they had not the Senfe of Smelling,

Tuey live upon very little, as mott of the
Eaftern Nations do, and put up with what
they find, be it good or bad.  In the March
which they made through the Deferts, that they
were oblig’d to pafs over to Ifpaban, they
had no other Nourithment than parch’dWheat,
and their very General, the Ufurper Magh-
mud, was in this refpect on the fame Footing
as the meaneft of his Soldiers. When they
had made themfelves Mafters of Zwifa, a
Town inhabited by the Armenians, a good
Quarter of a League from Ifpaban, they
found Soap there, which they tcok and eat
like Sugar, having never feen any bfore. For
they have no Soap nor Lye, but Kennel Dii s
Mud, into which they put their Linnen, and
thcre knead it with their Feet, aftcr which
they wath it in cold Water. They eat raw
Cabbages, as alfo Lettices, and other Sallad
Herbs.

Nazir-Urra, one of the chief Captains
of the Army, being at the Houfe of an .Ar-
menian Merchant at Zulfa, the latter prefent-
ed him with a great Veflel, in which were
feveral Pound Weight of Cloves, defiring
him to tafte them. Nazir-UVlla eat up all
without any Ceremony, and though there
were enough to have killed a Horfe, he was
not fo much as incommoded by them. They
have no other Table but the Ground, nor no
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Cloth, but their Bread, which they bake in
Pans in the Form of Pancakes. They eat
their Meat half drefs’d, after having laid it
over the Flames, or upon Live-Coals. In
their greateft Entertainments they have no-
thing more, and their only Drink is Water,
there being fcarce any Nation perhaps that is
more averfe to Wine.

Tueir Way of drefling anfwers to the
Coarfenefs of their Diet. They wear a Veft,
whieh hangs down to their Toes, and which
they tuck up towards the Wafte, under which
they have a very wide Pair of Drawers of

lain Linnen, but their Legs are always bare.
‘The better Sort make ufe of Shoes or Slip-
pers yvhﬁ:}! they ride on Horfeback, as alfo of
adort of Boots of very hard Leather, which
when they have fitted on, they never pull off,
but there let >em remain till they rotaway. *Tis
true, that fince they have made themielves
Mafters of Perfia, they have begun to wear
the Perfian Habit, at leaft in Part, that is
to fay, they have taken the Veft which reaches
no lower than the Knees. As to the reft of
their Habit, they have not yet made any Al-
teration in it, which bears fuch a mix’d Af-
pect of Magnificence and Beggary, as is
fomewhat ridiculous. For ’tisa ftrange Med-
ley, to {fee under a Veft of Gold Stuff, a wide
Pair of Drawers of coarfe Linen, and under
thefe a Pair of Stockings that is yet coarfer;
for that is the Drefs of the chief Men of tg?ir
Qe
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Nation now at I/paban. With thefe Vefts of
Gold or Brocade, they make o Scruple to fit
down upon the bare Ground, with their Legs
extended, not caring how they bedaggle them
with Dirt. The only Thing they are neat in
is, a long and broad Piece of coarfe Linen,
which they wear about their Neck, from
whence it hangs down before them like a Slab-
bering Bib, and which they make ufe of to
defend themfelves from the Injuries of the
Air, and efpecially to cover their Arms when
it rains.  As to thetr Heads, which are fhav’d,
except a little Tuft of Hair which they leave
at the Side of each Ear, they have nothing
to cover them but a fort of Scarf, <which they
fold feveral Times round, and onmdﬁfal:
down upon the Shoulder, while the of
ftands up in Form of a Creft upon the Head,
which in the Manner they order it, looks ve-
ry noble. 'Their Santons, who are, as it were,
their Fryars or Priefts, are the only Pecple
that do not cut their Hair, nor on the other
Hand, do they ever comb it. Their Com=
plexion is not altogether black, but {warthy,
yery brown, and inclining to black. They
are very ill fhaped, but of a nervous and ro-
buft Conftitution, of infinite Skill and Agility
on Horfeback; {o that if they let any Thing
fall to the Ground, they eafily take it up,
without alighting from their Horfes.

As to their Women, they go bare-fac'd,
contrary to the Cuftom of almoft all the Eaft.

They
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They wear EarsPendants, either of Glafs, or
fuch other Matter, which hang down to the
Waifte. They have their Heads fhav’d as
well as the Men, but then they wear Horfe-
Tails round their Heads, which hang down
backwards to the Ground.  They alfo make
ufe of Linen Drawers and Buskins, and cover
theiy Bodies with a long Robe, which they
tie with a Girdle under their Breafts,

But to come now to what is more the Bu-
finefs of this Hiftory, in the Chara&er of
this Naticn, that is to fay, in Affairs Mi-
litary, it muft be own’d, that there is not
perhaps a People in the World that has fo
much Inclination to War, and that is better
form’d an¥ train’d up to it, their whole Lives
being fpent almoft in one continued Robbery,
after the Manner of the 7artars, and in ma-
king Excurfions among their Neighbours for
Plunder.

As to their Manner of Fighting in a regu-
lar Battle, they fall on thus: They place at
firft in the Front of their Army, in the Na-
ture of their forlorn Hope, the beft Troops
they have, which they call Nafacke: and
Rechluvan, i. e. Butchers and Wrefilers.
Thefe make the Onfet, and fall impetuouily
upon the Enemy, withouf obferving Order
or Rank in their Attack, but pufhing forward,
in order to open a Way for the reft of the
Ammy, which after this firft Shock, finds
much lefs Refiftance. But when they are
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warmly engaged, thofe Nafackei retire” i
Flank to the Rear of the Army, where they
form a Rear Guard, which is only to force
thofe whom they have engaged with the Ene-
my to fight, and to hinder any Body from
falling back. = When they perceive ene
running away, they fall upon him, and force
him to return to his Poft with fuch heavy
Blows, that if he does not make hafte, they
kill him. We may judge-of their Refolution
and Severity, by a Paffage that happen’d at
the Attack of the Bridge of Abufatbah. As
a Soldier who was wounded there in his Right
Arm only reti’d to have his Wound drefs’d,
a Nafacke: came to him, and diove him back
to his Ranks, bidding him fight “with_his
Left Hand, if he could not with his Right
and adding by Way of Banter, that if he
thould alfo lofe his Lgft Arm, he muft bite
the Enemy with his Teeth. By this Difpofi-
tion of the Order of Battle, an Army was
inclos’d, as it were, between two Fires, that
of the Enemy in Front, and that of the Rear
Guard on their Backs, which quite cut off their
Retreat, fo that they were under an indif=
penfable Neceflity, either to conquer or die.
‘Thefe fame Nafacke: are the Perfons whofe
Bufinefs it is to carry off the Bodies of thofe
who are kiul’d in the Battle; but as to the
Bodices of thofc who are flain in the Flight,
no Care is taken of them. Befides the Sword
and the Pike, which they manage very well,

they
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Ahey have alfo Piftols, which begin to be very
common amongft them., Before they had
conquer’d Perfia, they were half naked, and
had no other defenfive Weapons but a Buck-
ler or Cuirafs of very hard Leather doubled.
But now they make ufe of fine Cuiraffes of
Iroh,. which they found among the Spoils of
their vanquith’d Enemy.  But as brave and
refolute as they are in the open Ficld and in
Battles, they are altogether as lazy and cow-
ardly in Sieges, which they know nothing of.
So that there are flill fome fmall Towns in
the Neighbourhood of Ifpaban, of which
they could never yet make themfelves Mafters;
and if they have reduc’d all the reft, it was
only by Stratagem, or by cutting off the Ca-
nals,_or by Famine, apd not by Force.

But one Thing which contributes as much
to the Succefs of their Undertakings, is the
exa® Difcipline of their Troops. Perhaps
there are no Corps where the Leaders have
more Authority, - and are betrer obey’d.
Though difpers’'d in the feveral Quarters of
Ifpaban, the Signal is no fooner given, but
they repair in an Inftant to their Colours;
and the Moment they took Pofleflion of I~
paban, the Townimen were fo fafe and fe-
cure, that they might carry their Money in
their Hands, or upon their Heads, withont
fear of any Violence from the Soldiers. In
the Tumult which happen’d when the Sultan
Afzraff, who now reigns, was plac’d upon

the
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the Throne in Maghmud’s ftead, and during
which the Aghvans fought with one another,
all the People of Ifpaban fhut their Shops,
and kept clofe within Doors; but, as foon as
the Riot was {uppiefled, the new Sultan fent
Orders the very fame Day to open the Shops
on Payment of a great Fine, which was done
immediately without any Prejudice to the
pooreft Burgher.

Tueir Treatment of thofe who become
their Prifoners by the Laws of War, has no-
thing ir it ‘of the Barbarity we find among
moft of the other eaftern Nations. They
look upon the felling of them into Slavery to
be a heinous Inhumanity, which they hold
in Abhorrence. ’Tis true, indeed, that they
keep them at Home as Slaves, and make
them do the Drudgery ; but, befides that, in
the Time even of their Slavery, they treat
them with Kinduefs and Care; they never fail,
if they do but pleafe them, to reftorc them to
Liberty at the End of a certain Term 5 in
which Refpe&t they differ as widely from the
other Afiaticks, as they do in Good-Manners.
For they can’t be reproached with any of thofe
incontinent and diffolute Extravagancies, {o
frequent among their Neighbours; and if any
of them are faulty in this Kind, at leaft it does
not break out, and they conceai it to them-
felves as aVice which is neither common,nor
authorized tn their Country.

TH1s
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THrs is the Gharader of the Nation of the
Agdbvans, who have lately conquered Per-
Sfia, and probably would never have thought
of a Defign of fuch Importance, if they had
not had a Man among them of a Genius above
hisCountrymen ; and who at fuch a Diftance,
difpofed Matters fo well, that he left his Son
in a Condition to finifh what he had but juft
drawn a Sketch of, and what he would neyer
perhaps have ventuted to pufh {o far.

THe Perfon I mean is the famous Myrr-
Weis, Father o Myrr-Maghmud, who de-
thron’d Schah-Huffein King of ‘Perfia, and
Uncle by the Father’s Side to Myrr-AYf-
zraff, who fucceeded Maghmud, and reigns
at this Day. The Author of the Account
inferted in the Mercury for November 1716.
was mifinformed, when he reprefented him as
a Man born of the Dregs of the People.  The
Figure he made at Candabar twenty-five
Years ago, and the Title of AMyrr,or Lord,
which he then was called by, plainly fhews’
that he was no mean Man ; and certainly,
if he had been of as bafe Extrattian as the
Author of that Relation fays, cither he wolld
not have been in a Condition to give that
Umbrage he did t0 the Governor of Candabar,
or ¢he latter would not have carned it fo
fair to him as he did, amidft the Suipicions
he had of his Conduét.

TH1s Gowernor of Candabar, who was the
fuft Man that took Umbrage at the Condu&t
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of Myrr-Weis was Georgi-Kan, Prince of
Georgra. 'This Prince after having goveisied
Georgea fome Time in Quality of the Kan, or
Governor, nominated by the King of Per/ia,
who, according to antient Capitulations made
with the great Schab- Abas, cannot place gny
Governor in Georgiz, but a, Prince of - this
Family, was weary of this Dependance, and
took Advantage of the Weaknefs of the Per-
Sfran Court, to free himfelf from the Yoak, and
to refume all the Rights of Sovereignty which
his Anceftors had enjoy’d. He was a great
Captain, and the Army that was fent againft
him, as foon as they were informed of s
Revolt, could not have brought him to Rea-
fon, if they had only attacked him with open
Force ; but the Money that was flipped into
the Hands of the chief Lords of the Coun-
try, who are -diftinguifhed by the Litle of
Eriftaw,did what the Forces of Perfia could
never have done. All thofe Grandees retir’d
with their Troops, and the Prince finding
himfelf abandon’d, had no other Courfe to take
but to fly till he could negotiate his Return,
and make his Peace. This he did with the
more Eafe, becaufe he was affifted with the
Credit of his Brother, who was at Court, where
he offictated as Divan-Beg, or Chief- Jufticiary,
which is one of the firft Offices in the King-
dom. By his Means, therefore, he obtain’d
a Pardon for his Rebellion, and was re-efta-
blithed in his Government. But as his paft

Conduét
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Copdu& render’d him ftill fufpe@ed at Court,
tb% took hold of an Opportunity which of-
Yer'd to remove him from Georgia, by giving
him an honourable Gommiflion to the other
End of the Kingdom. This Occafion was
oxing to an Embafly from the Great Mo-
ul.

® Turs powerful Prince, who for above fif-
ty Years, that he had loft Candahar, made
no other Ufe of his Pictenfions upon that City, |
but to trump them up whenever he had a Mind
to make the Kings of Perfia uncafy, fent a
oreat and ftately Embafly to Schab-Huffein,
in the Beginning of his Reign, to demand
that Place of him. The Court of Per/a,
who took it for a Menace of War, refolved to
fortify themfelves onthe Frontier towards Mo-
gul, and chofe the {fame Georgs-Kan to com-
mand there, that was lately re-eftablifhed in
Georgia. No Body was more capablethan he
to fecure the Frontier againft the Enterprizes
of the Mogul ; and befides, his Capacity and
Valour, which kept the Courtin continual Un=-
cafincfs while he commanded in Georgza, might
be employ’d without any Hazard at the other
End of the Kingdom. He received Orders
therefore, to {et out with his Troops, and to
repair to Candabar, to command in that Pro-
vince, and to watch the Motions of the Mo-
gul; and, in the mean Time, Koffrou-Kan,
his Nephew, was nominated to be his Lieu-
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tenant in Georgia, and to govern it in ‘hid
Name.

Grorg1-KAN behav’d in thisnew Govern-
ment to the entire Satisfattion of the Court,
whofc Intenfions he purfucd there to a Tittle.
For as they were not for a War; and as they
fent him to Candabar not {o much to make
War, as to deprive the Mogul of all Pretence
and Temptation to it, he took care, on the
one Hand, to eftablifh fo good a Regulation
in the Heait of the Province, that the Mo-
gul could not hope to furprize it; and, on
the other Hand, to keep the reftlefs Aghvans
he had under his Command within Bounds,
and to hinder them efpecially from making
thofe Incurfions, which they often took the
Liberty to make upon the Lands of the Mo-
gul, and which that Prince might have al-
ledged as afufficient Provocation to fend an Ar-
my againft the Province. Such wife Conduét
which hinder’d any rifing at Home or Abroad,
reconcil’d him totally to the Court. But the
Thing that compleatly cancelled all old Suf-
picions, and alfo gain’d him a Share of Con-
fidence, was the Intelligence he gave with
refpe&t to Myrr-Heis ; and which could on-
ly proceed from a Minifter as zealous for the
Intereft of the State, as he was able and clear-
fighted to difcover every Thing that could af-
felt it

As the City of Candabar, which ferves for
a Rampart to the whole Province, is the

ftrongeft
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itongeft place in Perfz, Georgi-Kan faw
'plefently that that Province had nothing to
fear rom the Mogul, as long as 2l was
quiet at home. This made him chiefly turn
his Eye to the People that inhabited it, in
otder to ftudy their Chara&er and Humour.
He' perceived that they were a reftlefs tur-
bulent People, naturally Warlike, never
pleafed, but when they were making Ex-
curfions upon their Neighbours ; and o
brave and refolute, that they only want-
ed a Leader to become as formidable to their
Sovereign,when they knew their own Strength,
as they were to the Frontiers of their Pro-
vince. Myrr-Weis fecmed to him a very fit
Perfon to ad this Part. He was in one of
the chief Stations at Candabar, where he ex-
ercifed the Office of Chzelentar, or Inten-
dant for raifing the Tribute paid to the King;
and he managed this Employment with a
Generofity, Difintereftednefs, and Kindnef,
which won him the Hearts of the Pecople. He
was excceding rich, and made a very proper
Ufe of his Wealth to oblige all Mankind, and
to procure himfelf Friends and Creatures. His
Liberality was the more dangerous, becaufe
it was accompanied with that gracious popular
Air, as never fails to make an Impreflion on
the Vulgar, who are generally deceived by it ;
and by whom he was, therefore, beloved even
to Adoration,
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Twur Prince Georgi-Kan, nc fooner prr-
ceived what he was driving at, but he tevk
Umbrage ; and, after having informed the
Court of his Sufpicions, he thought he could
do nothing of more Importance for the Securi-
ty of the Province, than to remove him frém
it, by fending him to Ifpahan. 1In Turky
they would nor have ufed that Ceremony; and
a pofitive Ouder to fend the Head of Myrr-
Weis, would have made both the Govcrnor
and the Court eafy, as to him : Bat in Per-
fra, where the Authority, as defpotick as it s,
is exercifed with more Lenity and Modera-
tion, they were obliged to take other Mea-
fures. 'The Governor, thereforc, contented
himfelf with fending him to Court, not indeed
as a Prifoner, but caufed fo ftri& anEye tc be
kept over him, that he could not eafily cfcape.
At thefame Time he fent Word to the King,
that if he had a Mind to fecurc that Province,
he fhould take care not to futfer Myrr-Weis
ever to return to Candabar.

THis Proceeding of Georgi-Kan was a
Piece of great Policy, as the Event fully
proved 5 and Schab-Huffein would have
been ftill upon the Throne, if he had not de-
viated from the Advice which this wife Go-
vernor gave him ; but Myrr-Weis by his In-
finuvations, foon rendered the Governor’s Pre-
caution and Counfel of no Effe&. Ashe ar-
1ived at Court with the Charaéter of a dan-
gerous and fufpicions Perfon, his firft Ap-

pearance
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pefirance there was in the Nature of a Gioz-
Lutzack, or one that is always narrowly
watclied. But as foon as he had Time to look
about him, and to view the Ground, what
with his fupple and pliant T'emper, his flat-
toring and engaging Behaviour, and the Splen-
dor he lived in,which alwaysgives a Man Credit
in Courts, he found Means by his Priends to
remove the Prejudices which the Governor
of Candabar had raited againft him; and
though, partly out of Regard to Georgs-Kuir,
they were not willing to fend him Home again,
yet he was no longer watched at Court as
a fufpicious Perfon, but ftood on the fame
Terms there with the other Courtiers, and

even thofe who were moft welcome there.
Tur Expence he put himifelf to there,
which the great Riches he was Mafter of
enabled him to fupport, had put him on a
Footing which gave him Accefs to the great-
eft Perfons at [fpaban. There was not a
Houfe of any Minifter, or Lord of the firft
Rank, where he was not heartily welcome ;
fo that any other Perfon in his Place that
had only aim’d to be diftinguifhed at Court,
would have been highly pleafed with his
Deftiny, But Myyr-/Weis, who had Views
much more cxalted, only confidered fuch Re-
gard at Court, as a proper Means to facilitate
his Return to his own Country. This he la-
bour’d by Degrees ; and in the mean Time,
that he might be a Gainer by the Force which
M 4 was
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was put upon him to ftay at Jfpahaw, ynd
by that fort of Banithment, which he was
kept in at Court, he applied himfelf toget a
thorough Knowledge of it, and ftudied how to

make a profitable Ufe of his Difcoveries.
Tre Oppofition and Antipath.y of the trvo
Faltions into which the Court was divided,
could not long efcape the Penctration ‘of a
Man {o quick-fighted and cunning as he was.
He no fooner perceived it, but he refolved to
make a third Party, by infinuatidg himfelfin-
to the other two; and he concerted his Mea-
{ures fo well, and fo artfully covered his De-
fign that he was never {ufpefted by etther.
When he was in Company with Perfons of
the fame Faltion as the Prince George-Kan,
he thought no Encomiums too great to be-
ftow upon him.  Aecording to him, ¢ He
“was a Prince of the higheft Merit, one of the
“XKing’s moft faithful Servants ; and one- of
‘“the moft zealous Men for the publick Tran-
“quility. Never did any Governor difcover
‘4o much Fore-fight, Attention, or Integrity.
“In fhort, he was 2 Man born for the pub-
“lick Good ; and the very Terror of his Name
“only, with the Charaéer he had for his Ca-
“pacity and Valour, had kept the Great Mo-
“gul in Refpect, and hindered him froin ma-
“king a Difturbance.” He faid all this with
an Air fo natural and f{o perfwafive, that the
Divan Beg, Georgi-Kan’s Brother, thought
it all fincere, and could not help chiding his
Brother
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Biotber in his Letters, for having 1ll-treated,
and raifed a Sufpicion of the Man that was
the moft devoted to him of all the World ;
that {poke of him in the handfomeft Terms;

d that was no lefs than his Panegyrift at
Cvt.

Bor when he happened to be with thofe
of thé contrary Fa@ion,with whom he thought
he might talk very freely concerning this
Prince, his Language was the very reverfe.
“Then he was a Man canker’d with Ambi-
“tion, and in fome Contrivance againft the
«“ Government. He had only removed him
“from Candahar, faid be, becaufe he thought
«he looked over his Shoulders, and faw too
«far into his Defigns, and becaufe he was too
«zealous a Servant, to his Liking, for the
«King’s Interefts, and too well inclined to
< maintain his Countiymen in their Obedi-
«ence. 'Then he complained of the Difor-
tders committed by the Georgian Troops,
« which this Prince had brought with him, and
«“which, fzys be, ferve only to opprefs the
«Province. Why thould the Kingdom be
“put to the Expence of maintaining an Ar-
“my, which has the Stain of a late Rebel-
“lion frefh upon it, and which perhaps 1s bat-
“tening at Candabar, only to begin anew one?
«1f there was an abfolute Neceflity for keep-
“ing up an Army in that Province, it were
“much better that they fhould be Troops
“and Generals of the Perflan Nation, who

¢ might
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¢ might be Gainers by the Abundance of a
¢ Country fo likely to enrich them.” And
upon this Topick he warmly preis’d them, one
after another, to have an Eye to this Govern-
ment, by telling them how cafily they might
make their Fortunes there, without any Neffe,
and offering them his hearty Services tothat
End. He back’d thefe Difcourfes, which he
took care to time well, with Prefents of that
kind, which are welcome from a fine Gentle-
man, and which one would think might be
given and received without any Confequence,
though generally they touch to the Quick.
Thofe were fine India Calicoes, which are
very much coveted in Perfiz, and efpecially
certain Woollen Stuffs, which are more prized
there than Cloth of Gold. Having fo much
Wealth at his Command, he fpared no Coft
to get what was the niceft, moft exquifite, and
beft wrought of the Kind, and beftow’d them
fo happily among the chief Men of the two
Fadtions at Cowty that he acquired an equal
Interelt with both. It was by thefe artful
Mcthods, this fubtle Management that he ab-
folutely demolifhed all Prejudices that had
been raifed againfthim; and that from a Man
who was fufpeited, and, as it were, a Pri-
foner of State when he came to Court, he
came to be diftinguifhed there asa Confident,
and to have a great Shate in the King’s Fa-
vour, to whom he was asa.cceptable as the moft
favoured of his Courticrs. A

S
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.As foon as Myrr-Wess found himfelf in
this Situation at the Court of Ifpaban, he
thought that nothing could contribute more to

nfirm the good Opinion there entertain’d of
h than fome popular Aét of Goodnefs,
which might give him an Air of Devotion,
and make him efteem’d as a Man zealous for
his Religion and Salvation. A Pilgrimage
to Mecca was very proper to produce that
Effe&, and to conceal flill greater Defigns,
which we ihall lay open hereafter.

THis Pilgrimage is an Article which is as
much recommended as any in Mahomet’s
Law. ’Tis even a Conrmand obliging upon
-fuch as have Abilities to do it, and are not
hinder’d from it by fuch great Offices, and con-
fiderable Employments, as do not admit
of their Abfence. As Mahomer is equally
reputed both among the Perfians and the
Turks for the true Mefliah, and as their Dif-
ference is only about the Succeffor of this
falfe Prophet, the Preccpt enjoining the Pil-
grimage to Mecca concerns them all alike :
But this Devotion is not near {fo much in
Vogue in Perfia, as it is in Turky, and the
reft of the Mahometan World ; efpecially
fince the Reign of Schab- Abas the Great,
who left no Methods untried to run it down,
and to divert his Subjeéts from it.

Tnis Prince, whofe Attention nothing that
could in the leaft affe his Dominions ef-
¢aped, perceived that Pilgrimages of this Na-

ture
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ture to Mecca and Medina, always carried
a great Quantity of Gold out of his King-
dom, becaufe the Pilgrims took no Goin with
them but Gold Ducats, as well to pay the
Tributes demanded by the Turks and Arass
through whofe Lands they were obliged to
pafs, as to defray the other Expences of the
Journey. In Order to remedy this Mifchief,
he defign’d not to cut off thofe Pilgrima-
ges, which would only have ferved to frighten
the Populace, who are always fondly fuper-
flitious, but to change the Time of making
them, and to turn the Devotion of his Peo-
ple towards another Object, which did not
oblige them to quit his Dominions.  For this.
End he made Choice of a Place called Me/Z
zat, which Tavernwr calls Meched, and
Chardin, Metched, in the Province of Corafc
fan, and built there in Honour of one of
their Imans, which they have in great Ve-
nciation, a ftately Mofque, which was cal-
led Iman-Reza, after the Name of that Iman.
As he knew the Devotion of the People is
eafily led away by external Decoration, and
the Magnificence of Ornaments, he {pared
no Expence in this Refpet, even fo far as to
cover the Dome with Plates of Gold. At
the fame Time he annexed great Revenues
to it, for the Maintenance of the Priefts
that were to officiate there : And becaufe
nothing makes fo much Impreflion upon the
Subjedts, as the Example of the Prince, he

was
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was refolved himfelf to make this Pilgrimage
in Perfon, attended by his whole Court, and
with all the Pomp that ufed to accompany
Royal Majefty. The Courtiers being fen-
rble chat they could not make their Court
tovhim better than by crying up this new
Altar, which he had lately fet up in Oppo-
fition*to that of Mecca, did not fail, when
they came back, to make a great Noife of
the pretended Miracles of Jman- Reza,which,
though difcredited by People of Senfe, were
fo ftrongly believed by the Vulgar, who took
them for real; that they addrefled all their
Prayers this Way, and by Degrees left off
their Pilgrimages to Mecca. The Succeflors
of Schab-Abas followed the fame Plan to
wean their Subjets more and more from a
Devotion which was looked upon as preju-
dicial to the Interefts of the State ; fo that
it was rather tolerated there than fuffered;
and thongh Schab-Huffe:n was fomewhat 1e-
lax in this Point, as he had been in other
Maxims of his Predeccflors, yet the Pilgri-
mage to Mecca was ftill in great Difcfteem,
and few People in Perfiz were tempted to
make it.

But this Confideration could not affed
Myrr-Wers, who though a Mahometan as
well as the Perfians, was of a different Se&,
the fame with the Tarks. Thue two Sedts, in-
to which all the Mahometans arc divided,
are diftinguifh’d by the Names of Swnni and

Rafi.
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Rafi. The former comprehends the Turks,
and the other Followers of Omar ; and the
latter includes the Per fians, and the othe1 Fol
lowers of Aly. The Aghvans, by fibmitting
to the Dominion of the Kings of Per/iz, had
made it an Article in their Caplmlatlon, thiat
they fhould not be molefted for their Reli-
gion, on Account of the Seét to whicli they
adher’d; and never was any Trouble given
them on that Head ; confequently they were
not {urpriz’d at Court, that Myrr-Weis, be-
ing an honeft Sunnz, had the Devotion to go
to Mecca, for which Pilgrimage thofe of that
Sect have the higheft Veneration. On the
contrary, they were very much edified, to fee
that 2 Man who liv'd {o agreeably as he did
at Ifpaban, had Power to withftand all the
Charms that might have kept him there, to
follow the Di@ates of his Devotion and Zeal.
Befides, he obtain’d Leave to make this Pil-
grimage with the lefs Difficulty, becaufe in-
ftead of carrying him back to Cendabar, it
remov’d him four or five hundred Lcagues
farther from it; for Ifpaban lies almoft in
the Centre between Candabar and Mecca, ha-
ving the former on the Eaft, and the other
on the Weft, inclining to the South.

Thus did Myrr-Weis {et out for Mecca,
which devout Pilgrimage deferves the more
Notice upon his Account, becaufe it was the
Foundation of all his future Undertakings.
It ferves as the Epocha of the firft Blow that

he
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he ftruck at the Perfian Monarchy, and muft
be look’d upon as the Source of all thofe In-
cidents, which afterwards prov’d its Ruin, as
I fhall now proceed to fhew.

TroucH the Intrigues and the Manage-
meqt of Myrr-Weis while he was at Canda-
bar, were juftly fufpe@ted by: the Govern-
ment," who had Reafon to take Umbrage at
it, yet there was nothing criminal in his Con-
du&. There’s all the Reafon' in the World
to think, that he was not well affeéted to the
State at that Time; but if he had any Views
of Rebellion, they could only be founded on
wild Projedts, which he faw himfelf there
was no Likelthood of bringing to pafs; and
’tis very probable that he would have ftopp’'d
there, if the Journey which he was forc’d to
make to Court had not divefted him of a Pre-
judice which had, till then, prov’d a Bar to
all his Defigus.

He had all along depended fo much on his
Credit, on the Affection of the People, on
his Power, on his Riches, and the great Num-
ber of his Friends and Adherents, that he
thought himfelf in a Condition to raife a Re-
bellion in the Province, and to be Mafter of
the capital City of 1t when he pleafed. But
when he bethought himfelfof the over-grown
Power of the King of Perfis, fuch as he
fancied it to be, his immenfe Treafures, his
Forces in all Parts, the Armies which he kept
in Pay on his Frontiers, and which upon the

I firft
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firft Order would pour in upoy him, and
cruth” him to Pieces, his Heart fail’d him.
He look’d upon his Projetts as wild Chimeras;;
and it appear’d vifible to him, that the Con-
fequence of fuch an Attempt would only be
the Ruin of himfelf firft of all, and that then
it would give a lawful Pretext to aggtivate
the Yoke of his Countrymen, who would
blame him for it, and for ever abhor him.

H: was full of thefe Ideas and Prepoffet-
fions when he came to Court; but he had not
been there many Months, e’gr he was of ano-
ther Mind.  This Power which he appre-
hended to be fo formidable when he viewed it
at a great Diftance, was much leflen’d when
he faw it clofely. He had indeed a great
Number of Troops on Foot, but for moft
part ill pay’d, ill kept, difguited with their
Service, too weak and difpirited to do any
Thing of Moment, and cramp’d by the
Divifion of thc Minifters, one Part of whom
minded nothing but to thwart the Projeéts of
the other. Befides all this, he faw a King of
a mean Spirit without Knowledge or Expe-
rience, who knew not the State of his King-
dom fo much as the loweft of his Subjeéts,
a meer Slave to the Eunuchs, who com-
manded in his Name, and were more Kings
than himfelf.  Myrr-Weis, who was a
Man of Refletion and good Judgment, when
he faw the Confufion of Affairs, and the

W eaknefs of the Government, could not exprefs
his
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his Surprife, to fee that the State fubfifted,
and he perceiv’d that it was more owing to
its Reputation than to its Strength ; and that
confidering the low Condition, to which the
Fmgdom was reduc’d, there was no Province
0 fmall, but might fhake off the Yoke with
ImpWnity, and fet it felf free if it had but
the Courage to attempt it.

WHAT he had all along thought impradi-
cable, and as it were chimerical, 1n the
Schemes which he had fometimes contriv'd
for a Rebellion, appear’d then to him not on-
ly poflible, but even eafy and infallible.
From that Moment he form’d and fix’d his
Proje& ; and the firft Thing he did in Confe-
quence was the Joumey to Mecca.

WuaTevir was his Confidence in the
Credit that he had acquir’d with his Coun-
trymen, he thought that in an Enterprife of
fuch Importance as that which he had in his
Head, there was an abfolute Neceflity of
binding them to his Intereft, by fomething
yet ftronger than the Affection which they
bore to him, and which might be of fuch a
Nature, as indifpenfably to engage the whole
Nation ; and as there is no Tie more power-
ful or efficacious than that of Conicience, he

ropofed to tumn his Rebellion into 2 War of
Rellgion, and to get the Santtion of a Law
for it, to which even the moft moderate of
the Nation could not but pay a Deference,

and a blind Submiffion.
N THAT
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Tuat was the Motive of his Pilgrimage
to Mecca, where, after he had perform’d the
Devoirs of his Religion, he fent to defire the
chief Do&tors, who refided both at Mecca
and Medina, that they would pleafe to grant
him a particular and fecret Conference, in or-
der to confult them, and take their Opinion
on fome Scruples of Confcience, which had
for a long Time difturb’d him. The Confe-
rence being granted, Myrr-Weis open’d it
with magnificent Prefents of all the richeft
and fineft Things that he could pick up in
Perfiz, and then told them, that though his
Confcience had for a long Time prefs’d him
to come to Mabomet’s Tomb, yet he muft
confefs to them, that one of the chief Mo-
tives which had at laft determin’d him to
undertake that pious tedious Pilgrimage, was
the Defiie he had of confulting the maft
learned Do&tors of the Law, and the greateft
Lights of the Mehometan Religion; that the
Situation he was in of being reduc’d with his
whole Nation under the Obedience of a he-
retick Prince, had ftarted Doubts and Per-
plexities in his Mind, which nothing lefs than
an Authority fo irrefragable as theirs could
fatisfy; that he knew that their Decifions
were admitted as Oracles in all the Courté of
the Eaft; that he would rece¢ive them for
him and his Countrymen with the fame Re-
verence, and that he would adhere to what

they
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they thould pronounce, as much as if Mabo-
met himfelf had decided it.

_ArrER this fhort Preamble, he propofed
his Doubts to them by Way of Cafes of Cone
icience. FIrsT, he defired to know, « Whe-
& thsrr in the Oppreflion which the Perflans
““ wdre kept under, they could in Confcience
“ lay hold of any favourable Opportunity to
“ recover their antient Liberty by Force of
“ Arms, and free themfelves from a Yoke,
“ by which they were cramp’d in the Exer~
« cife of their Religion, the Laws of which
“ were violated every Day ?

¢« SeconbpLY, he defired to know if they

« were oblig’d to keep the Oath of Alle~
“ giance, which the chief Men of each Fa-
“ mily had been forc’d, with the Knife at
<« their Throats, to {wear to Hereticks of the
“ Muflulman Law, fuch as the Perfians,
« efpecially confidering the Non-obfervance
« of the Conventions ftipulated, and Privi
¢ Jeges granted under the Seal of the Qath
<-taken by the King, and not minded by the
« Perfians, who not content with all the Af~
« fronts which they have loaded them with,
¢ have juft now, asthe laft Infult they can
“ fubjeé them to, put them under the Sla-
« very of Ghiahours, (a Term that figni.
« fies Infidel, and which the Muflulmen in-
« fult the Chriftians with,) who take away
¢ their Wives and Daughters, carry their
« Sons into Slavery to Georgia, and fell them
Na “ afterg
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« afterwards like Cattle ; that moreover they
“ prophane and deride what was moft facred
¢« jn their Religion, and that many of them,
¢« forc’d by the Georgians, had had the Mif-
« fortune to abjure Mahometifm, or elfe be-
“ ing feduc’d and drawn away by the Per-
« fians, embrac’d their Se€, both torthe
« great Prejudice of the Mahometan Reli-
« gion.”?

Tusse two Cafes of Conftience were much
the fame in Effe¢t; for admitting that it had
been decided as to the firft, that they might
in Confcience rebel againft their King, ‘tis
evident, that from that Time they were not
bound to their Oath of Allegiance, But pro-
bably AMyrr-Weis was very glad to put
‘T'hings in the ftrongeft Lighthe could,and to
have an Occafion by Favour of the fecond
Cafe, to give a longer Detail of thofe Gric-
vances of his Countrymen that were moft
likely to move the Compaffion of the Doc-
tors whom he confulted.

By this Precaution was not very neceffary ;
and it may be faid, that confidering the Aver-
fion, and even a fort of Abhorrence, which
the Zarks, and efpecially the Men of the
Law, have to the Perflans, from a Principle
of Conicience and Religion, they are always
ready enough to do them an Injury; for they
hate them to fuch a Degree, that they common-
ly fay, ’tis not fo great a Sin in the Article
of wilful Murder, to kill forty Perflans, or

en
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Men of Raf’s Se&, as to kill one Chriftians
and that in lawful War, ’tis more meritorious
to kill one of thofe than forty Chriftians.
Befides this Cote of Averfion, which is com-
mon to all the Twurks in general, with refpe&
to tye Perfians, whom they look upon as
the moft dangerous Hereticks, and the moft
corrupt of their Religion, the Do&ors of
Mecca and Medina have other particular Mo-
tives of Refentment and Enmity againft them,
as well on Account of what Schzb- Abas the
Great did formerly, by cftablithing the Pil-
grimage of Mefzat, in order to divert his
Subjedts from that of Mecca, as tn Purfuance
of the authentick Excommunication, which
thofe fame Docors formerly fulminated againft
the Perfrans, upon the Inftance of Amurarh,
againft whom Schah- Abas made War with Ad-
vantage. During the Confufion which the
Turk was in, he tmagin’d that nothing would
be more proper to infpire Lis Troops with
frefh Courage, and to animate them againft
the Perfians their Enemies, than to publifh
againft them in the moft flagrant Manner, a
fort of Crufado, accompanied with all manner
of Excommunications and Curfes: And as the
Imans, or Prefts and Dolors of the Law,
who refide at Medina and Mecca, are held in
fingular Veneration, not only in 7#rky, but
alfo throughout the Eaft, he defired them to
publifh the fame in their Name. °’Tis too
long to be inferted here at large; ’tis {ufficien

N3 te
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to take Notice, that among the Grievanc®s
which are there particulariz’d, they reproach
the Perfians for not believing, that at the
Abdeft or Wathing, it is lawful to wath the
Foot all naked, but only to fprinkle the Wa-
ter lightly over.t; for never fhaving their
Muftaches, but only the Beard of the (lhin,
which is the comelieft Ornament of a Man,
as alfo for cutting it how they pleafe ; forufing
in their Shoes and Stockings the holy green
Colour, confecrated to the Banner of Maho-
met, and for wearing the Red Turban. And
finally, after having declar’d that they are
branded as Hereticks in feventy Places of the
Alcoran, that they are become abominable,
that they are the Sink of all Manner of Un-
cleannefs and Sins, that they are the moft in-
folent and mott irreconcileable Enemies that
the Turks have in the World, the Mnft: con-
cludes in thefe Words: (See the Hiftory of
the Prefent State of the Ottoman Empire in
1670. Lib.11. cap.x.) “ By Virtue therefore
“ of the Authority which I have receiv’d
“ frorn Mabomer himfelf, and by Reafon of
“ your Wickednefs and Unbelief, I publick-
“ ly pronounce, that ’tis lawful for any Be
¢« liever, of what Nation foever, to deftroy
‘“and root you out. If he that killeth a Re-
“ bel Chriftian, doth a Thing agreeable to
“ God, he that killcth a Perfian doth one
« that deferves a Reward feventy Times

% greater. 1 hope alfo from the divine Ma.
14 jcﬁy
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¥ jefty, thatin the Day of Judgment he will
“ make you ferveinftead of Afles to the Fews,
¢ that that miferable Nation which is the
“ Contempt of the World, may mount and
“ trot with you to Hell.”?

Tuoveu Schah-Abas, who was perfonally
brarded in this Excommunication, wasanot of
a Chara&ter to be very uneafy at any Ana-
thema from Mecce, yet he was not willing
to be in Debt to the Twrks on that Score;
and in order to pay them Curfe for Curfe,
he caufed them to be folemnly excommunica-
ted in his Turn by his Szicheliglam, i. e. the
High-Prieft of Perfia, and by Way of Re-~
prifal for the Gurfe upon the Per flans, t at
they might ferve as Affes to carry the Fews
to Hell, one yet more infulting was vented
againft the Turks, withing that the Excre-
ments of the Armenians might fall upon the
Head of Omar,. whom the Turks acknow-
ledge Mabomet’s true Succeflor, and the
greateft Prophet of their Law, next to him.
This Imprecation is continued, even tv this
Day in Perfia;, and as often as the Moulias
eall the People from the Top of the Mofques
to come to Prayers, they finifh their Inyita-
tion with that pious Ejaculation.

From all this ’tis natural to infer, that
Myrr-Weis play’d a fure Game when he
addrefs’d himfelf to the Imans of Mecca;
and that it was in a proper Senfe, making the
Perfians 6wn Friends their Profecutors, He

N4 had
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had alfoall the Satisfattion on the Part of
thofe Do&ors that he expefted; for they
not only folv’d all his Doubts, according
to his Defire, but they alfo gave him the
Decifion, or the Ferfz*, in Writng, fign’d
by the Docors, {eal’d with the Scal of
Mecca, and vefted in a Word with all, the
Forms that could render it moft authen-
tick.

It was with this important Piece that
Myrr-Weis revurn’d to Ifpaban, more plea-
fed with the Fruit of his Jouiney, than ever
was any Pilgrim of Mecca: His Return gave
equal Pleafure to the two oppofite Factions of
the Court, each of which number’d him in
their Party; and he reconciled them to him-
{clf ftill more, by curious Prefents of various
kinds, which he brought from his Pilgrimage,
and efpecially of the Banner of Mecca, which
is the moft coftly, and the moft coveted over
all the Eaft.

NevERTHELESS, though after he was fur-
nifh’d with the Decifion at Mercca, he delay’d
a great while to put himfelf in a Situation to
make Ufe of it for the Execution of his Pro«

jeds,

% This 15 the Name they grve w Turky 2o the Solution which
the Mufus grves when be 1s confulted upon any Affarr of State or pri
vate Cafe  When the Bueflon 1s well flared, and commrred to
Paper 1 few Words, ke writes at the Bostom Yes, or No, or after
another very fhors Manner, and th.s Opmion 15 calld Fetfa: After
which be adds, God knows beft. .



(173)

je@ts, yet he took great Care of difcovering
the leaft Sign of Impatience to be fent back
to Candabar. On the contrary, he never
fhew’d more Indifference in that Refpect, than
when he was moft eager to return, and had
moft Reafon to with himfelfthere. He even af-
feted to make believe, that he had taken a
Fancy to Ifpabar, and he often talk’d of
fending for his Family thither.

THus he amufed the Court by an external
Air of Indifference, till fome fair Opportunity
fhould offer for his Departure. He hop’d in-
deed to lay hold of the firft that thould pre-
{ent it felf, but he did not forefee that one
was like to offer fo {oon, when upon Occa-
fion of the moft trifling Incident to all Ap-
pearance, he found Means to force the Kin
and his Minifters to fend him back to Canda-
bar, as a Man of Confidence at Court, and
upon whofe Zeal and Abilities they rely’d
moft for the Maintenance of their Authority
throughout the whole Frontier.

AN Ambaffador arriv’d at that Time at
Szamachi *, who was going to the Court of
Perfia from the Czar of Mufiovy. The
Gentleman’s Name was Ifi-ael Oriz, an Arme-
mian Adventurer, born at Kapanluin Perfia,

who

- ——

Tavernier and Chardin cal it Chamaky, éut m the Tj#';:allin
of this Word I have followed the Anthor of my Memwrs,  The Go-
vernment of Szamachi sakes m a Part of Southern Media, and
Byscania.
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who after having travell’d through Frawce,
Italy, and Germany, felling Coffee in the
Armies, lifted himfelf a Soldier at length in
the Troops of the Emperor Leopold, and at-
tain’d to the Rank of a fubordinate Officer.
Being a Man of Intrigue, he found Accefs to
the Minifters of the Court of Fienna; and
becaufe he very well underftood the chief
Languages fpoke in the Eaft, he was fent to
Conflantinople to found the Difpofition of the
Turks, with refpe¢t to the Peace thiey had a
Mind to propofe to them, and which was af-
terwards concluded by the Treaty of Carlo-
witz.  'Then he pafs’d into the Czar’s Ser-
vice, who made him a Colonel of his Troops,
and who not being included in the Treaty of
Carlowitz, employ’d him in his Turn at Con-
flantinople, to negotiate an Accommodation
with the Z#rk, being unwilling to bring him
upon his Back, while he made War with the
King of Sweden, whom he intended to at-
tack forthwith.

TH1is Armenian having conducted the Ne-
gotiation to the Czar’s Satisfaction, he defir’d,
that as a Reward for his Services, he would
gratify him with the Embafly to Perfla, as
the nrcft proper Means ke could think of tq
enrich himfelf in a little Time, becaufe as the
Ambafladors pay no Cuftoms in Perfia, he
propofed to carry with him, which he did, 3
great Quantity of valuable Merchandize,
by which there was vaft Gain to be made,

cons
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confidering the Exemption from the ordinary
Duties.  As foon as he obtain’d a Grant for
it from the Czar, he pofted to Vienna, where
in Memadry of his paft Services, he alfo ob-
tain’d Letters from the Emperor for the King
of Perfia. From thence he went to the
Court of Rome, where giving himfelf out for
a Man of the firft Rank, that had a World
of Credit with the Schifmatick Armenians,
whom he would engage to bring into the Pale
of the Church, he was fo fuccefsful as to
get a Brief for that Purpofe from Clemens X1.
for the faid King of Perfia.

Bring furnifh’d with all thefe Pieces, he
arriv’d at Szemachi with a very great Reti-
nue, as well of Armenians, who were at
the Charge of the Embafly, as of Mu/fio-
vites, who being defign’d for the Guard of
the Ships which the Czar had in a Port of
the Cafpzan Séa, not far from Szamachi, ac-
‘companied him to this Gity, in order to give
the more Luftre to the Embafly. I fhall not
here enter into the Particulars of this Arme-
nian’s Condu@, who was more a Merchang
than an Ambaflador, and fhall fay nothing
more of him than what relates to my Subjeét.
*Tis hardly credible how much this Embafly,
as inconfiderable as it wasinthe main, alarm’d
the Court of Ifpaban, to which two Things
efpecially contributed,  Firft, his numerous
Retinue, which however when he came to
I/paban; was reduc’d to two hundred Per-

fons.
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fons. Secondly, Some Difcourfe of his in.
Publick at Szamacbi, where he faid he was
defcended of the antient Kings of slrmenia,
and gave to underftand, that he did not re-.
nounce his Rights to that Sovereignty.  All
this terrified the Court of Perfis, who did
not believe that an Armenzan, a natural born
Subjet of the King, fupported by a Prince
fo powerful as the Czar of Muféovy, and
with a Retinue as numerous as that which,
’tis faid, he had at Szamachi, was come into
Perfia without fome fecret Defign. As this
Ambaflador boafted, among other Things,
that he would caufe all the Miffionaries to
be turn’d out of Perfiz, by convincing the
Court, that the Recommendations and Let-
ters of the Chriftian Princes, by Favour of
which they had found Proteé&ion in Perfia,
were all falfe and {purious Pieces, (Dxfcourfe
which he chofe to indulge himfelf 1n to do a
Pleafure to the Armenzans, who as Schifma-
ticks, wil’d the Miffionaries no Good;) the
Europeans, who had the Intereft of thefe at
Heart, and efpeaally M Michel a French-
man, feat to the Court of Perfia by the late
King for the Interefts of Commerce, thought
he could not perform a greater Service to Re-
ligion, than to diffuade the Court from re-
cetving th¢ Ambaflador. For this End he
made ufe ¢f the Alarm taken there at this
Armenian’s Difcourfe, and inftead of diminifh-
ing increas’d it, by magnifying fome Re-

ports
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ports that were current about the pretended
Predi&tions which the Armenians pleafed them-
felves with, as being contain’d in their Ar-
chives ) and wherein it was faid that the
Kingdom of Armenia thould rife or revive
ane Day, under the Proteftion of the Mu/-
covites. And, in order to render the Alarm
ftill more prefling, the Ambaflador’s Ana-
gram was tacked to thofe Predictions, by thew-
ing that in Ifrael Orz: were found the Letters
il fera Roi, i. e. He [ball be King.

All this took, indeed, but it had an Ef-
fett at Court quite contrary to what was pro-
pofed ; for during the Alarm at the pre-
tended Projedts of that Ambaflador, it was
imagined he would not be fo formidable at
Ifpaban, if they could draw him thither, as
he might be if they left him in the Coun-
‘try ; befides that they could not fend back
the Ambaflador without offending the Czar
his Mafter, whom they were not willing to
embroil them{felves with, efpecially fince the
Superiority which his Vi&tories had gained
him over the Swedes.

Tue Governor of Szamachi received Or-
ders therefore to fend the Ambaffador away
to Ifpahan, where he was received with all
the Tokens of Honour and Diftinétion. He
managed his Affairs there very well, with
Refpect to his Commerce ; and befides carri-
ed it very even both to the Armenians and
Europeans that were at Ifpaban. He died

feveral
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feveral Years after at Affracan, a ftaunch
Catholick, to the Mortification of the Bifhops
of his own Country, whom he walld not
give Earto; and he carried the pretended
Hopes of the future Re-eftablifhment of the
Kingdom with him to his Grave. This 1
thought fit juft to mention here, that the
Reader might have no Queftion to ask, as to
the Confequences of an Embafly which did
no great Harm to Perfla, from the Part
where it was apprehended, but afterwards was
the Caufe of irreparable Mifchief from another
Quarter, by the Ufe which Myrz-Weismade
of the Confufion which that Event had caufed
at Court.

Twuis Man, who had more Senfe alone
than all the Minifters of the Court put to-
gether, could not imagine how Perfons that
were at the Head of Affairs in f{o great a
Kingdom as that of Perfia, fhould be alarm-
ed at any Thing fo chimerical as all that
Stuff which was related concerning the Ar-
menian Embaflador, and Embafly ; and,
perhaps, nothing encouraged him more to
put in Execution what he had been long con-
triving, but the Contempt which he enter«
tained for the Perfian Court and Minifters,
But how chimerical and frivolous foever were
the Defigns with which they were alarmed,
he refolved, fince the Court thought them
real, to make that the Foundation of the
Scheme he had laid to be fent back to

his
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his Province : So that inftead of opening the
Eyes of the Minifters and the Court, to fee
how th¢y were impofed on, he made it his
Endeavdgr to {well the Objedts, by aug-
menting 3pd corroborating the Delufion as
much, as poflible. No Body feemed more
ferioufly imprefs’d than he by every Thing
that was faid of the future Re-cftablifhment
of the Kingdom of Armenia. He created
Diffidence and Sufpicions upon this Head,
among all the Courtiers ; and the Efteem
which People had of his Abilities and Lear-"
ning added Weight to their Fears and Jea-
loufies.

Byt when he was in Company with the
Lords of the Fadtion which was oppofite to
that of the Prince Georgi-Kan, Governor
of Candabar, at the Head of which was
the Prime Minifter himfelf, he did not ad-
here to their general Plan, but entered into
politick Viewsand particular Reflcétions,which
tended to afperfe Prince Georgi-Kan, as the
moft dangerous Man in Perfia, and the moft
to be miftrufted in the prefent Conjuncture
of Affairs. At firft he gave them a terri-
fying Reprefentation of the exorbitant Power
of the Muftovites, who, fince the Defeat
of the King of Sweden*, were in a Condi-

tion

® The Bartle of Pultowa, where the Kmg of Sweden was entirely
Oefeased, was fonght she 8¢hof July, 1709, Whieh Dase may firve
1a
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tion to give Law to all their Neighbours.
« What, fays he, if the Georgians, \ People
¢ naturally reftlefs and unca§y, and always
« well affected to the Muftovites, ‘who are
“ of the fame Religion and Rites‘as them-
“« felves, fhould take it in their Heads to
¢ improve the Opportunity, and depend up-
“ on their Forces to fet themfelves at Liber-
¢ ty ¥’ Asto this he made a Remark upon
the Zeal with which the Czar had always
efpoufed the Intereft of the Georgians at the
Court of Perfiaz, to which he had often
been troublefome, by his too frequent, and
too prefling Sollicitations. ¢ Has he not
 a&ually with him, fays be, the Prince Sz~
“ nazarli-Kan, Coufin-German to Prince
“ Georgi-Kan, who has taken Refuge in
“ Mufiovy, where he inceflantly teazes the
“ Czar to free Georgia from Slavery to Per-
“ fia 2 And he will not ceafe to prefs him
il he has brought hirg into it.” From
thence he direéted them to caft their Eyes to
the Danger that was to be feared from the
Armenians, who being very numerous in Per-

Sia,

20 fix withm & very [mall Matser, the Epocha of Tume that Myrr-
Weis was fent back 20 Candahar. s the Memoss from which I write
do noc mention the exai Date of thefe Events, there’s a Heceffity of
feckisg for 1t elfewhere, and we can find none more exalt than what
35 taken from the wery Difcoxrfe that Myrr-Weis ufed at thas Time,
and which 1s exadly fer down m thefe Memows. M. Michel, above-
mentioned, who was fent from the lase King Lewis XIV. to the
Court of Perlia, wasretsrned to Francem 1709, See she Mercury for

March 1720. p. 13,
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(a, andrbeing poflefled of vaft Riches, which
they had acquired in Trade, would ventura
vath the'r Lives, and Fortunes, as foon as
Opportunity prefented to thake off a Yoke
which they\ bore with Impatience, and to re-
woifer he aNient Freedom, which they for-
merly enjoy’d under the Authority of their
Kings. “ What, fays be, if at laft, while
“ the Mufeovites, on one hand, are enter-
“ ing Georgia, where they would be recei-
* ved with open Arms ; and while the Arme-
“ #ians, on the other hand, are rifing inthe
¢ Heart of the Kingdom, the Prince Georgi.-
“ Kan,on his Part, thould caufe the Aghvans
“ to rebel, and put himfelf at their Head ?
“ Or if, after having called in the Mogul,
“ and delivered Candabar to him, he fhould
9 fall upon Perfia, already too much per-
“ plexed to face the Mufiovites and Arme-
 mzans, what would then become of the
“ Kingdom, when attacked on all Sides.
How little Solidity foever there was in
all thefc political Vifions, which had no
other Bafis than the Chimeras formed in the
Brain, as to the pretended Defigns of the
Armenian Ambaflador from Mufeovy, they
were as well feceived as if there had been
nothing better founded and more real ; and
the Effeé of them was more {peedy and vio-
lent than Myrr.-Weis expeted. °Tis true
that the Jealoufy of the Fadtion, which op-
pofed Prince Georgz'(-)Kan, did no Prejudice

by
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By giving fome fort of San&ion to fhe Snf-
picion which Myrr-Wes had caft ypon his
Condu.

Tug Prime Minifter, and his whole Fac-
tion took Fire upon it, and fo warnly alarm-
ed the King concerning the imrainent” Ddns
ger which the Province of Candabar was in,
while in the Hands ofa Prince juftly fufpeéted,
and whom they did not dare, however, to re:
cal from thence, that they determined him to
fend Ayrr-Weis thither immediately, asthe
fitteft Perfon to thwart the Pradtices of the
Governor, and to make Head againft him, if
he fhould offer to ftir. And to the End
that the Marks of his Efteem at Court might
give him the more Authority in the Country,
the King honoured him with the Calaate, or
Royal Veft, which he received in Prefenc:
of the whole Court ; and caufed new Patents
to be difpatched, whereby he re-eftablithed
him in the Exercife of his Office with a
more ample Power than he had held it be-
fore.

BeHowv, therefore, Myrr-Weis returning
in Ttiumph to his own Country, with the
Favours of the Court heaped on him, and
Letters of Recommendation in his Pocket to
Prince Georgi-Kan from all his Friends, who
gave him a mighty Charaéer of the Bearer,
and efpecially from Dsvag-Beg, the Prince’s
Brother; wherein he gave him to underftand
that he could do nothing too much in Ac-

know-
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knowleflgment, for all the good Things which
Myrr-1Yeis had faid of him, during his Stay
at Court.

Apour the End of the Year 1709. - he
argived at 'Qndabar, where he was reccived
as the Saviowur and Hero of his Nation. He
loft no Time there ; but, in order to make
his Advantage of the Troubles and Alarms,
in which he had left the Court, he acted his
Part fo well in a few Days, that by the Fa-
vour of the Confidence which he had acquir-
ed with the Governor, he found an Oppor-
tunity to affaflinate him, when he leaft of all
miftrufted him, while at the fame Inftant
the People, who liad taken Arms, put all the
Georgian or ‘Perfian Troops that were in the
Garrifon to the Sword.

Aj foon as the Expedition was over, and
every Thing in Candabar quiet, he called
the People together ; and, after having con-
gratulated therh upon the Courage and Refolu-
tion, with which they had freed themfelves

* from the Oppreflion they were under by the
Georgians, he told them that this was not
enough ; and that the next Thing they muft
do was to make. Struggle for their Delive~
rance from the Slavery and Tyranny of the
Perfians. 'That, as to the reft, he could af-
fure them they had nothing to fear from the
Refeutments of the Court ; that befides
their being too far diftant to be attacked in

a Trice, all Things were in fuch Confu-
O:2 fion
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fion there, by the Clafhing of the Partics
with one another, that they were fot able
to undertake any Thing to their Prejudice’;
that even if they fhould, the Mufrovites,
the Armenians, and the Georgiaps,_ would
cut out fo much Work for the Lourt, that
they would bhave many other Things to
do, than to think of recovering Candabar ;
and that, happen what would, it muft coft
them a great deal of Blood, befote they could
carry their Point. That, if they had any
Hearts, they fhould think of nothing here-
after, but how to maintain themfelves by Arms
in that State of Liberty to which they were
now reftoied ; that they ought at laft to be
weary of paying fo many Tributes ; and that
the Independency which they were going
to live in, would fecure them from the infa
tiable Avarice of the Governors, who in-
riched them{elves at their Expence, and who
feemed to be fent among them for no other
End, but to make their Fortunes in a little
Time.

TroucH this Speech was fo pathetick,
yet it met with Oppofition from many of
the chief Men of the Cautiry, who did not
approve the going on fo faft| nor the puth-
ing of Things fo far. They fpoke in their
Turn, and reprefented, that what had been
done againft the Georgians was juft, and car-
ried its Excufe along with it: That, after fo
many Infults from thofe Infidels, upon the

I Honour
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Honouf of their Wives and Daughters, they
ought certainly to be extirpated ; but that
they fhould ftop there : That to talk of a
Rebellion was the Way to ftain the Nation
by a Blpt that would for ever difhonour it,
and which they abhorred to think of: That,
in fhort, they had a King, whom they owned
for fuch, and to whom they had fworn Al-
legiance ; and that they did not fee how they
could in Houour or Confciencefbreak the Oath
which they had taken to him.

TrovecH Myrr-Wess perceiv’d the Tm-
preflion which this Remonftrance made in
the Affembly, efpecially the Part relating to
the Oath of Allegiance, he was not willing
to ftop the Effe® of it, as he might have
done immediately. He gave all the Liber-
ty of Speech to thofe who were of an Opi-
nion contrary to his, and who by infifting fo
much on the Oath of Allegiance, which
they continually fet before the Eyes of the
People, had cooled the Paffions of thofe that
were the hotteft, and reduced them to Sen-
timents of Moderation. But after he had let
them {pend all their Ammunition, he {poke
again, faying, “ That the Scruple they had
“ as to theObiigation of an Oath of Alle-
¢ giance was lawful, and well grounded ; that
“ he labour’d under that Scruple a long
“ Time himfelf; that for the many Years
« he had been contriving how to free his
« Conntry from the Slavery under which it

03 ¢ groan’d
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groan’d, this fingle/Confideration of the Oath
was all that had reftrained him ; that though
the Contraventions of the Perfians, witi
refpe&t to feveral confiderable Articles of
their Capitulations {worn by the King,
feemed to excufe them from being any
more {crupulous of the Oath they had taken
to him, than they were as to the Qath by
which the King had bound himfelf to them,
he did not mean that the Infidelity of others
thould be an Example proper for them
to follow, or which could quiet their Con-
{ciences ; that no Body paid a greater De-
ference than he to the Obligations which
were impofed by an Oath of Allegiance ;
that he was always perfuaded that no Pre-
text or Confideration could free him from
it ; that he had a long Time perhited ii.
thofe Sentiments, and fhould ftill perfift
therein, 1f he had not been compelled to
{ubmit to the moft awful Authority in their
Religion, and to which they themfelves
could not difpenfe with their Submiffion.”

WHEN he {aid thefe Words, he pulled out

of his Pocket the Fetfz, or the Decifion which
he had brought from Mecca, and caufed it
to be rcad before the whole Afftmbly ; which
had fo fpeedy and compleat an Effe, that
the moft fcrupulous immediately confented,
and there was no Body who did not think
themf{elves not only warranted by the Au-
thority of the Do&ors of Mecca, and” Me-

dina,
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dina,/but even obliged in Conftience to take
Arms againft the King, And becaufe that,
efter a Refolution of this Nature, it was ne-
ceflary to give fome Form to the Govern-
ment, Myrr-#eis, who was very glad to
lay hoid of the Temper he found the People
in, prefled the Aflembly to make fuitable Pro-
vifion. They were not longin deliberating :
The common People, whofe Darling he was,
and who looked upon him as the Reftorer
of their Liberty, and the Father of their
Country, named him on the Spot, with Ac.
clamations, Prince of Candabar, and General
of the Troopsof the Nation, leaving the Con-
du& of all Affairs, both of Peace and War,
to his Care.

But as he wanted Time to confirm him-
felf in his new Dominion and to put himfelfin
a Condition to refift the Forces that mijght
be fent againft him when the Court had Ad-
vice of his Rebellion, his firft Care was to
amufe the Court, with refpe& to the Tranf~
a&ions at Candabhar. Therefore he fent Ex-
preffes thither, whereby he gave the King
and his Minifters to underftand that the In.
furre&tion at Candabar, was only owing to
the Licentioufnefs and Tyranny of the Gesr-
gian Troops, who liying in that City, as
in a2 Town which they had taken by Storm,
and indulging themfelves v the moft fean.
dalous Outrages againft the Honour of their
Wivyes and Daughters, had {o exafperated al]

O4 the
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the Inhabitants, that it was not poflible \o re~
ftrain them from facrificing them to their Re-
venge : That he hoped this would be of no
Confequence ; and that he would omit no-
thing on his Part to do the King all the Ser-
vice upon this Occafion,which his Majeity had
Reafon to expet from his Loyalty and Zeal ;
and to maintain his Nation in the Obedience
they ow’d him : That in the mean Timehe
thought it his Duty to reprefent to him, that
according to the Difpofition he found in
People who were {carce recovered from their
Indignation and Rage againft the Georgians,
for their Infults, it was proper to diflemble,
and to give them Time to be calm ; that other-
wife if they faw the Court inclin’d to take
violent Refolutions againft them, he would
not be fure, whatever Effort he made to op-
pofe it, that they would not rufh through
Defpair into the Hands of their old Mafters,
and call them to their Affiftance, which would
kindle a fatal War, the Confequences whereof
were to be feared.

Sucu was the Diftance from Candabar to
Ifpaban, that it was fcarce poflible to be well
inform’d of the Truth of Things at Court,
where they believ’d, or prctendcg to believe,
that every Thing was true as he reported :
And the Confiderations he made ufe of to
hinder the Court from undertaking any Thing,
had the morec Weight, becaufe they were

back'd
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back’d by the chief Leaders of the Faion,
who were the Caufe of fending him back to
ganda/mr, to contrive the Ruin of the Prince

corgi-Kan.  Their Jealoufy could not
brook that fo confiderable and rich a Province,
fhould be in the Hands of the Georgians, to
the Prejudice of the Perfians. Behides, the
Court was too much alarm’d ftill by the
Chimera’s of the Kingdom of Armenia, to
have any Inclination to involve it felf in
frefh Broils. Thus they fufler'd the Re-
mainder of this Year, and all the next, to
flide away, without giving the leaft Diftur-
bance to the Rebels, according as Myrr-Weis
had indeed forefeen; ‘and he had all that Tinie
to fortify himifelf, in cafe they fbould come
to attack him.

At laft, when two Years were near expir’d,
2#2. in 1721. when they were fully recover’d
of all the Alarms which the pretended future
Re-eftablifiment of the Kingdom of Arme-
nia had fill’d their Heads with, they turn’d
their Eyes towards Candabar, and prepared
to take effe¢tual Meafures to reduce the Re-
bels to Reafon, and to recover a Province,
which was look’d upon as one of the moft im-
portant of the Kingdom.

Tuey cofld not have taken wifer Meafures
for 1t than they did ; for as no Body could be
more concern’d to revenge the Death of the
Prince Georgi-Kan, and the Georgians, who
had been maffacred with him in the Rebel-

lion



(190

lion of Candabar, than a Prince of the\famz
Family, and Troops of the fame Nation,
they chofe for General of this Expedition,
the Prince Koffrou-Kan the deceafed’s Nel
phew, and gave him an Army, conhiting for
the greateit Part of the Georgsans his Sub-
je@s. 'The Court found a double Advantage
in ity for befides the Service it prov’d to them
againft the Rebels, it confiderably weaken’d
Georgia, of which they never thought them-
felves very fecure.  Mean Time, for Fear
leatt the Georgians {hould be too cock-a-hoop,
if they alone thould gain their Point over the
Rebels, and leaft, valuing themfelves on their
Succefs, they fhould be tempted to undertake
fomething upen their own Strength againft
the State, a confiderable Body of Per/fian
T'roops was join'd to them, who by fharing’
the Honour of the Victory with them,would
be in a Condition to hinder them from making

an ill Ufe of it.
NorHing in the World could have hap-
ened better than this; and the Rebels would
have had all the Reafon in Nature to have re-
pented of their Rebellion, if, as Myrs-Weis
really forefaw, the Divifions at Court had not
ruin’d all thofe great Preparations.  The
fame Fad&ion, which by procuring the fend-
ing back of Myrr-Weis to Candabar, had
caufed the Death of Prince Georgz-Kar, and
the Rebellion of the Province, was concern’d
to thwart the Expedition of this Princg’s Ne-
phew.
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#pbew. They apprehended, that if he fhonld
fucceed, a Service of that Importance would
fender him too great in the King’s Opinion,
and that he would find an Opportunity to
let him Xknow the Intelligence which that
Fadion had held with Myrr.Weis, and con-
fequently the Concern it had in the Rebellion.
It was therefore not doubted, that if the Re-
bels had been woifted, he would have been
Matfter of a great many Secrets, which could
not be ftifled, but by difappointing the Expe-
dition which was preparing againft them,
Confequently the Ant:i-Georgians lookd up-
on it as the main Article on which their Cre-
dit and Fortune turn’d; and Myrr-Weis
would have had this Advantage in his Rebel-
lion, that as he was much concern’d to be in
'a Readinefs to ward oft the Blows that were
coming upon him; he had Friends in the very
Miniftry of the Court of Perfia, who were
no lefs concern’d to take off the Force and
Edge of thofe with which he was threaten’d.
For this End fome Engines were fet at Work,
which, though private, and qut of the Way,
were not the lefs effe¢tual.  Three were em-
ploy’d efpecially, which were enough to have
dafh’d the beft concerted Proje@s in the
World. The firft was with regard to the
Money which the General was to recetve for
the Pay of the Troops during the Campaign.
The Sums had been regulated according to
the State of the Army in the King’s Council,

and
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and the fame were accordingly allotted. Thiss
which was only a Matter of Confultation, could
not be attended with any Difliculty, both beg
eaufe it was a Thing of Courfe, and the ra4
ther, becaufe it was regulated in,Prefence
of the King himfelf, who had this Expe-
dition very much at Heart. But when it
came to be put in Execution, in which the
King had no Share, and they were forc’d to
have Recourfe to the Treafurers and fubordi-
nate Officers, a thoufand Ways were invented
to clude the Orders which had been given in
Council ; and fuch Minifters as had publick-
1y anthorized them by their Suffrages, were,
under-hand, the moft forward to defeat them.
‘There was not only a Delay in the Payments,
which coming too late, and afier the Blow
was given, difabled the General from the’
Power to make ufe of them for the Execu-
tion of his Defigns, but {o many other Pre-
tences were ftarted, that notwithftanding all
his Solicitations and Remonftrances on that
Head, he could never get more than one
third of the Sum which had been promis’d
him, and which was abfolutely neceffary for
the Succefs of his Expedition.

Tue fecond Obftacle he met with, was ow- -
ing to the Perfran Troops that had join'd
his Army, and which being loth to obey a
General that was a Foreigner, had defir'd
that they might be commanded by an Officer
of their own Nation, and by him only ; which '

was
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was of very fatal Confequence for the parti-
cular Service. For though this fpecial com-
mariding Officer was fubordinate to the Gene-
ral on fome Accounts, and with refpe@t to
the fubftantial Part of the Expedition, yet as
a Dependance on any fuperior, and efpecially
on onc that is a Foreigner, and therefore
odious, is always difagreeable to a Comman-
der, whois at the Hcad of a confiderable Bo-
dy of Troops of the governing Nation, there
were a thoufand Inftances wherein the larter
fhew’d his Opinion of his own Merit, by
evading and thwaiting the General’s Orders;
and he did it with the lefs Decorum, becaufe
he was very fenfible, that inftead of its being
ill taken at his Hands, it would tender him
acceptable to the Faction of the Anrs-Geor-
geans, who had recommended nothing fo
much to him, as to behave in that Manner,
and to be as dilagrecable to the General as
he pofiibly could.

Bur the moft cruel Engine that was em.
ploy’d againft him, and what was the princi-
pal Caufc of his Ruin, and the Rout of his
Army, was an Officer that was appointed, as
it were, to do him Honour, and by Way of
fpecial Diftin@tion, in Quality of Intendant
or Steward of his Houfhold. For this Pur.
pofe a Man was chofe of a crafty infi-
nuating Temper, who by Favour of the Ac-
cefs which his Employment gave him to the
General, introduc’d himfelf into his Confi-

dence,
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dence, and difcover’d his Secrets. *Tis not
faid, whether this Officer was chofe in Con-
cert with Myrr-Weis; but ’tis certain, that
he himfelf could not have made a better,
Choice, and that the Wretch prov’d a Spy
that exaétly inform’d him of all the Defigns
and Counfels of the Army that was {fent
againft him. This unhappy Spy did worfe
than all this; he went over to the Rebels,
and ferv’d them as a Guide to Ifpaban.

It was not poflible, but an Expedition
thwarted in fo many Refpects by thofe who
were trufted with the Dire&ion of it, muft
have a fatal Iffue. The Delays on one hand
in the Payment of Part of the Sums that had
been promis’d, and on the other hand, the
affeted Slownefs of the Perfian Troops to
Jjoin the Georgians, were the Reafon that the
Army arriv’d too late at Candabar, and that
it did not enter the Province, but at a Time
when Myrr-Weis had taken fuch Precautions
that it could not fubfift there.

Thurs Leader of the Rebels, whofe Intelli-
gence of the State of the Enemy’s Army,
of its March and Defigns, was the more to
be depended on, becaufe he had it from fome
of the very Minifters who dire¢ted the Ope-
rations of it, was inform’d of the precife
Time that it was to enter the Province. As
he was not in 2 Condition to undertake to re-
pel it, by oppofing Forces that were equal
or fuperior to it, he attempted to ruin it

by
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by depriving it of the Means of Subfif-
tance. Twas with this View, that after
he had diligently gather'd in the Harveft,
and fent all the Comn from the Country to
Candabar, he march’d out of the City, at
the Head of his Troops, and went and made
fuch Spoil in all the neighbouring Countries
for feveral Leagues round, that when the Ar-
my arriv’d near Cazndabar, it found neither
Provifions nor Forrage, nor had any Hopes
of getting any elfewhere, the Excurfions of
Myrr-Bess having oblig’d all the Country
People to retire with all their Effedts to fome
Piace of Safety.

AT the Entrance therefore of the Cam-
paign, the Army labour’d under all the In-
conveniences of Scarcity, which are feldom
ielt but at the End of an Expedition. Upon
this enfued a Mifunderftanding between the
Georgians and Perfians, the latter complain-
ing, that the General was more concern’d for
the Neceflitics of his own Vaffals and Geor-
gzans, than he was for theirs.  They would
fain indeed have drawn the Rebels into the
open Country ; and confidering the general
Scarcity throughout the whole Army, it was
‘the only Refource they had left; but they
had to do with an Enemy too cunning to com-
mit the like Fault. AMyrr-Weis ftood with
his Arms folded upon the Walls of Candabar,
from whence he caft an Eye of Concern upon
the Cénfederate Enemy’s Army, which was

wafting
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wafting it felf to no Purpofe, being refolv’d
not to ftir out till he faw them retreating.
Mean Time his Troops, who were fhelter'd
in the Town where they wanted for nothin
only waited for his Orders to follow. him, and
to fall upon the Rear-Guard of the Army,
as foon as it fhould decamp.

THey did not wait long.  The Perflans,
who could not bear the Heat ¢f the Sun,
and were in abfolute Want of Forrage, anIn-
convenience {o much the worfe for them, be-
caufe their Armies confift for moft Part of
Horfe, defir’d or rather extorted Leave of
the General to retire; which put him allo
under g Neceflity of retiring with his Trcops,
which he{ent before with the Baggage, keep-
ing bimfelf in the Rear-Guard with the
Flower of the Troops, to cover their March.
Myrr-Wess, whofe Eyes were every where,
did not yet know whether his Decampment
was made in Eameft; or in Jeft; but he was
foon let into the Secret, by the Treachery of
the Intendant that was plac’d with the Gene-
1al ;. who taking Advantage of that fort of
Diforder which always attends the Retreat of
an Arniy, ran away with the News to Canda-
har, where he took off the Mask, and join’d
the Rebels.

M yrR-WErs who had only waited for
this Moment, immediately took the Field at
the Head of a great Body of Troops, all freft
Men, who having an Enemy to oppofe, that:

Wap
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was already fatigued by Heat, and weaken’d
by Poverty, went to the Battle as to a certain
Vi&tory, of which they could not fail. Be-
ing mounted upon freth Hoifes, and having
6 other Incumbrance but their Anns, they
were foon up with the Rear-Guard of the
Enemy’s Army. At firft they only harraf=
led it by a few Skirmithes, to give Time for
the Arrival of a Reinforcement that Myrr-
Weis expeted, which could not march fo
aft as the Horfe, véz. a Body of eight hun-
dred Camels, which carried two Solders each,
Back to Back, arm’d gth.great Carbines.
This Reinforcement w28 no fooner arriv’d,
but they fell on all Sides upon the Rear-
Guard, ‘which was all cut in Picces, with the
General.  Myrr-Weis immediately after this
~rft Expedition, went and fell upon the Pes-
{tan'T roops, that were retiring with the lefs Ap-
prehenfion or Precaution, becaufe they thought
:hemfelves fecur’d by the Reai-Guard, of
whofe Defeat they were not inform’d. He
made a bloody Staughter of them, and car-
ried away all their Baggage. One would
have imagin’d, that Alyrr-Weis would have
thought two Viclories enough for the Work
of one Day ; however, he did not ftop there,
but refolv’d tg attack the Body of the Geor-
tan Army, %hich was marching homewards
he other Way, But he was check'd in his
gogrefs, by a Tioop of five hundred Geor-

ans, who, though furrounded on all Sides,
P de-
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detended themfelves with fo much Refolutios
and Courage, that they cut their Way through
the Enemy Sword in Hand, and went aad
join’d the Body of their Army, which per-
haps would have been furpriz'd in their Marcly
and defeated as well as their Rear-Guard, ha
it not been for this timely Intelligence. The
Refiftance which Myrr-IWeis met with from
thofe five hundred Georgzans, made him give
over the Thoughts of purfuing the main Body
of an Army confifting of fuch good Troops,
and he return’d with his Aghvans laden with
Booty, to Candabar, being follow’d into the,
Town with all the Baggage of the Enemy’s
Army; and though they had been twice vic-
torious, they could not help doing Juftice,
even at their own Expence, to the Bravery
of the Georgeans, faying, That the Perfiar.
were but Women compar’d wirh the Aghvans
and the Aghvans but Women compar'd with
the Georgians.

Tue Death of Koftrow-Kaen, the Gene-
ral of the Army, who was killed in Defence
of the Rear-Guard, was the moft confiderable
YTofs that Perfia {uftain’d on this Occafion,
and which it was the more difficult for it
to repair, there being at that Time no Cap-
tain 1 the Kingdom worthy to fucceed him.
This Prince was fo unhappy, a: to renouncg
the Chriflian Religion for the Mahometan,
in oider to fecure his Right to the Principa-
lity of Georgsa, which he enjoy’d with tgc

3 Title
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Title of Vaffal and Governor in the Name of
the King of Perfia. But he afterwards re-
pented of it, and he was refolved to abjure
Mahometi{fm, happen what would, and to
feturn to the Church, as foon as his Expe-
dition to Candabar was at an End, with
full Purpofe, if it muft be fo, to facrifice his
Principality to his Religion. He had a&ually
begun to make Declaration of it, by caufing
a Crofs to be placed in his main Standard.
The Miflionaries had not a more declared
Protector in the Kingdom of Perfs. He
had always two Capuchins with him, whom
he kept there under theTitle of Phyficians, and
carried with him in hisExpedition to Candabar,

as well as a Garmelite, named Father Bafi.
Tue Confternation at the Court of I/pa-
han, and over all the Kingdom, upon the
News of this great Defeat was extraordinary,
and even thofe who rejoiced in their Hearts,
as having been the Inftruments of it out of
{pite to the Georgsans, were obliged to keep
their Joy fecret, and to conform to the pub-~
lick Sorrow. The Mifcarriage of this Expe-
dition fo difcouraged the Court, that they were
not in hafte to undertake another. But at two
Years End they {eem’d to revive, and at the End
uf every twg Years they made fome frefh At-
tehpt; thd’%hc moft fortunate of all thofe En-
terprizes for the Court, were foch wherein the
Kihg’sArmy was able to retire, if without Ad-
yantage, yet without any confiderable Shoc&r.
2 8
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As for the othets, which were all fignaliz'd by
freth Defeats, they only ferved to gain the
Rebel’s Party Credit, and to difcover the Fol-
ly and Weaknefs of the Court more and more.
There were fcarce any but the Georgians thar
were capable of reducing the Rebels to Rea+
fon, and they even offered to march againft
them a fecond Time ; but as they imputed
the ill Succetles of their former Campaign in
the firft Place to the wicked Tricks that were
put upon them, by the affe@ed Delaysin the
Payment of the Sums promifed them, of which
they had fcarce touched above a third Part;
fecondly, to the ill Condu@ of the Perfian
Troops that had joined them, and by whom
they complained they were abandoned and be-
tray’d ; they were not willing to undertake the
Expedition to Candabar, but upon two Con-
dittons : 1ft, That they fhould be punctually
paidall the Sums ftipulated ; 2dly, Thattheir
Army fhould confift of Troops of their own
Nation only, and that they alone thould have
Charge of the Enterprize.

Tue firft of thefe two Conditions was juft,
and met with no Difficulty ; but the fecond,
which was the principal, and as to which they
would hear of no Med:um, caufed the Propo-
fition to mifcarry, becaufe the Court thought
the Remedy almoft as dangerous & the Evil.
For it was equally unfafe for the Court, whe-
ther the Enterprize fucceeded, or not : If it
fucceeded, the Georgians, who would haveall,

the'
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the Glory of it, would thercby become the
more formidable, and the better able to fhake
off the Yoke, which they had already at-
tempted to thake off more than once. If 1t did
ﬁot fucceed, it would only ferve to add new
Strength to the Rebellion, and more Reputa-
tion to the Rebels; of whofe Reduction there
would afterwards be no Hopes. Therefore,
confidering how unable the Court was to un-
dertake any Thing upon it’s own Bottom that
had any Profpeét of Succefs, they chofe ra-
ther to diflemble the Misfortune, and to let it
take its Courfe, than to employ fufpicious and
equivocal Remedies, the very Succefs of which
feemed as much to be feared as the Mifcarriage.
Therefore they made no real Attempt againft
the Rebels; who improving the tranquil State
in which they were left, made lncurfions in-
to the Provinces that were contiguous to them;
and fpreading Terror every where, under the
Condu&t of Myrr-Wess their General, they
fecured their Dominion, and his tco, by new
Atchievements.

Tuis famous Ring-Leader of the Rebels
at length accomplifhed all his Proje&ts. He
had broke in Pieces) the Yoke which his
Nation had for a long Time laboured under,
4nd had mg.ae his Name famous by the Bold-
nefs of th€ Undertaking, and the Luftre of his
Viforjes. So many Armies as had been fent
againft him were either intirely defeated, or
all repulfed, and obliged to retire with Shame,

P 3 .and
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and without any Advantage. By the conftant
Succefs he had in all the Expeditions which
were hazarded againft him, he had made the
Court of Perfin {enfible of their Incapacity,
not only to reduce him, but alfo to prote&
the Provinces with which he was encompaf~
fed, againft his Excurfions. He had already
half {ubdued them by the Terror of his Name
and Arms; fo that it may be faid, he was
arrived to the Summit of Glory, if indeed
Glory can be acquired in an unjuft Caufe,
when Death overtcok him at Candabar in
1717. after feven or cight Years of Govern-
ment, always happy, to the great Regret of
his Countrymen, whofe Efteem and Affeétion
for him increafed every Day, after they had
once taken a Farcy to him.

Thury ftill preferved the fame Affeétion for
him after they had loft him; for though by his
Death they were at Liberty to choofe a Com-
mander out of their own Nation, yet they
had fo much Refpet for his Memory,that they
would not take one that was not of his Fami-
ly ; and as his Children were as yet too
young for a Poft of that Importance, which
was to make Head againft all the Power of
Perfia, they promoted his own Brother, the
Father of Sultan A/Zraff, the preiint Regent*
of 1{paban, who at once had the Caie of the
Government, and the Guardianfhip of his Ne-
phews,

T g/
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T'ris new Commander, whofe Name is not
fet down in my Memoirs, was of a very dif-
ferent Charaéer from Myrr-#¥ess his Brother.
The latter was not more bold and enterprizing,
than the other was moderate and Circumfpe&.
The great Succefs of his Brother had not
dazled his Eyes, but he clearly faw the Dif~
ference which there was between the Strength
of a vaft Monarchy, and that of a particular
Province ; and he was afraid, that if the Court
of Per friz thould ouce revive out of that lan-
guithing ftupid State it was in for {ome Years
paft, and concert jufter and wifer Meafures
than it had done hitherto, the Rebels would
fall a Viétim to a Power whofe Refentment
would be the more terrible, becaufe it had
not only the Crime of Rebellion to revenge,
but the Shame of its Defeats.

Tuese Confiderations inclin’d him to Peace,
in which the beft Heads of the Nation were
of his Opinion. For as they believ'd they
were not able to hold out to the End againft
all the Forces of Perfia, they thought it
would be thebeft Way for their Nation to
take the Advantage of their prefent Superio-
rity, and of the weak Condition of the Courr,
in order to make the beft Terms they could,
«nd to free themfelves at leaft from thofe Im-
pofitions,6f the Government, which were too
def] o?\f’ E and too burthenfome.

TH this View, therefore, and by Ad-
vice of the chief Men of the Nation, In«
Py ftruction
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ftrudtions werc drawn up for the Deputies that
were to be fert to Ifpaban. By this Depu-
tation they made an Offer to reconcile them=-
felves to the Obedience of the Crown of Per-
Jfra on thefe two Conditions : 1. Thatas th
Rebellion was only owing to the Oppreflions
and Violence of the Governors «nd foreign
T'roops quartered upon them, no more fhould
be fent them for the future; and that, after
the Example of fome other Provinces of Per-
Sfta, whofe Government was appropriated to
certain particular Families, that of Candabar,
and the whole Province of the Aghvans, fhould
for the future be hereditary in the Family of
the late Myrr-Weis. 2. That the Tribute
formerly pay’d fhould be leflened.

It being impoflible to forefee that the
Court of Perfiz would fall into that State of
Lethargy and Contempt, which it afterwards
funk into, rothing was more commended
than the Courfe which the Rebels took. They
came off of their Rebellion with Honour, by
making a confiderable Alteration in their Con-
dition: for the better, and by guaiding them-
felves for the future againft any Danger fiom
the Oppreflion of the Perffans. 1t was more-
over out of Doubt, that in the then Situa-
tion of the Court, they would readily have
fubfcribed to Conditions for the Recovery
of a Province which they were not ab'e to re-
duce, and for being delivered from fo much
Uneafinefs, and Perplexity, though with fome

I Dimi.-
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Diminution of their Authority. But the
Misfortune was, that when the Deputies were
juft ready to fet out, this Project of Pacifi-
cation was quafh’d by an Event that noBody
sircam’d of.

THoucH the greateft and wifeft Men in the
Nation were all, as has been faid, very much
for a Reconciliation, yet the greateft Part of
the common People, and the Soldiers efpecial-
ly, could not relifhit. Being puffed up with
their late Victories, they could not bear to
think of {fubmitting to a People that they had
always beat, fince they rofe in Aims; befides
they did not think it a fafc Courfe to take.
They faid, “ That whatever Conditions were
« ftipulated, they could notdepend upon the
¢« Sincerity of the Perfians, who would ne-
 ver forget how much they had loft by them,
“ nor the bloody Affronts they had heaped
“ upon them; that they ought by no Means
“ to lay down their Arms ; and that even
« though they fhould fubmit, at the long
« Run, they would have no more t fear
“ from Perfrans fluth’d with Viory, than
“ what they fhould now of their own free
“ Choice expofe themfelves to, fiom Per-
“ frans vanquifhed, and therefore exafperatcd.
“»Befides, faid they, why fhould they be in
¢ fuch hafie to put themfelves in Irons, which
““ no Budy durft hold out tothem? And why
“ fhoyld not they rather take Advantage of
¢ the Folly and Indolence of the Court of

“ Perfia,
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“ Perfiz, in order to bring in neighbouring
¢« Provinces to their Party, and even to force
¢ them, if neceflary, Sword in Hand, to join
“ with them againft the common hnemy ?
« That if they could but once come to fuck
¢« a Refolution, they would foon be ftrong
% enough, not only to hold out againft all the
« Attacks of the Perfians, but even to fall
¢ upon them,and carry the War to their own
¢ Doors.”

THis, which was the publick Difcourfe
of the common People, made the more Im.
preflion, becaufe it perfectly tallied with the
Advice whichMyrr-Weis gave on his Death—
Bed ; for when there was no Hopes of his
ReCOVcry, the chief Men of the Nation, be-
ing alarmed by the Lofs of a Man who was
the Soul of their Party, and their real Sup-
port, thought fit to confult him what Mea-
fures they Thould take after his Death ; whe-
ther they fhould continue the War, or enter
into an Accommodation. To which he gave
this Anfwer piccifely : If the Perfians, faid
he, are obftinately bent to come and attack
o, make your Peace upon any Yerms ;s but
1f they fleep over this War, go and attack
them even to the Gates of I{pahan.

Tuis Difpofition of the Populace, diredtl -
contrary to the pacifick Views of the new
Governor and his Council, obliged 'them to
conceal the Meafures they took for thé»Trea-
ty with the Court from the Notice o b‘s thc

Publick
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Publick ; though fome of their Deliberations
were not fo fecret, but that they took Wings
and flew to the Ears of Maghmud, one of the
Sons of Myrr-IWeis.

Tu1s young Man, who could not be above
feventeen or eighteen Years of Age, having
followed his Father in all his Expeditions
‘from a Child, and been brought up among
the Soldiers, who were very fond of him,
no fooner fmelt what was doing, but upon
the bare Sufpicion of it he foimed a Refo-
Iution againft his Uncle and Guardian, which
was fhitable to his natural Savagenefs, and the
barbarous Education he had among Murdercrs
and Free-Booters.  As he lodged in the fame
Apartment with him he found Means to get
into his Chamber one Night, and cut off his
Hcad while he was afleep.  As foon as he
had ftruck this Blow, he ran to the Tower,
on the Top of which were the Drums with
which they ufed to call the People together,
and beat an Alarm : From thence deftending
into the Square, he acquainted the chicf Men
he found there of what he had done ; and to
juftify fo ftrange an Aétion, he read the In-
{tru&tions to them, which he found among
his Uncle’s Papers for the Deputies which he
Was going to fend to Court. Then he ex-
horted them to path on the War with more
Vigourithan ever, engaging, if they would
but follow him, and own him for their Com-
mandgr, to convince them that he Knew how

to
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to put in Praltice the Leflons he had receiv’d
from his Father, in the many Campaigns.
which he had astended him in from his In-
fancy.

As the Mifchief was done, and could nof
be undone, what had paffed was approved of.
The Soldiers who had a natural Affection, as
was before obferved, for Maghmud, who was
always among them from a Child, were the
firft todeclaie 1n his Favour; and he had not
only their Suffrages, but thofe of all the People
at the fame Time. Thus did Myrr-Maghmud
acquire the general Command overall his Na-
tion by Parricide, a Crime which God would
not fuffer to go unpunifhed, but, as we fhall
fee by-and-by, permitted Sultan A/zraf, his
Coufin-Germain, and Son of him whom
Maghmud had facrificed to his Ambition, to
make the fame Victim of the Murderer to
his own Ambition, by cutting off his Head,
as he was in Bed, after the fame Manner as
Maghmud had cut off the Head of Afzraff’s
Father. -- - - But to return where we left
off.

Myrr-Macumup, who naturally loved
War, and whofe Inclinations were, more-
over, confirmed by his Education in the Sol-
diery, and in the Noife of Military Expedi
tions, no fooner {ound himfelf Prinse of Can-
dabar, and General of the Ag/wa}\: in his
Father’s Room, but he aim’d to fignalize him-
fclf by fome Exploit that might juftify the

Choice
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Choice that had been made of his Perfon,
by putting him at the Head of the Nation,
and make up for the Authority he wanted
on Account of his Youth. Happy for him,
the Court of Perfiz gave him all the Leifure
that could be ; for, as they flattered them-
felves that an End was put to the Re-
bellion by the Death of Myrr-Wess, and
found thofe Hopes more and more confirm-
ed by the Notice they had of 'the peace-
able Temper of his Brother and Succefior, as
well as the moft confiderable People of the
Nation, they did not think fit to run any
Rifgque for the Recovery of a Province by
Arms, which they thortly expected toregain
by an Accommodation ; and when they af-
terwards heard of the late Revolution at Can-
dabar, by the Murder of the Brother of
Myrr-Weis, and the Ele&ion of his Son, it
was too late to give Order for the preparing
and fending of an Army to make War above
four hundred Leagucs from the capital Ci-
ty.
YTHE new General forthwith took the Ficld,
and following the Plan which Myrr-Weis
his Father, chalk’d out for himon his Death-
Bed, in cafe that the People declared for War,
Aefign’d immediately to make himfelf known,
and to ftrike a Terror into the neighbouring
Provinces by his Ravages. After he had done
this {yfficiently, by frequeat Excurflions al-
ways} fucccisful, he was more particularly in-
tent
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tent upon a Defign, the Succefs of which
would double the Power and Forces of his
Nation, and qualify them for greater Views,
than keeping barely on the Defenfive, as
they had done hitherto with Regard to Per-
Sea.
THerREe was in the Neighbourhood of Caz-
dabar a Province called Hafarar, which was
inhabited by Agbvans, as wecll as that of
Candabar. Thefe two People, who were
of the fame Origin, and who antiently for-
med but one and the fame Nation, differed
in nothing but Religion. Indeed they both
followed the Mahometan Law ; but with this
Difference, that the Aghvans of Hafara: were
of the famc Belief as the Perfians; where-
as thofc of Candabar conformed to that of
the Turks. 'The former were of the Sett of
the Rafi, and the latter of the Se& of the
Sunnz; which makes the great Diftinétion be-
tween the two Branches of the Mahometan

Religion, into which all Afiz is divided.
Whuirr the Candabar Rcbels were for-
ming a Dclign to ftrengthen their Party, by
making an Union and League with fome Na-
tion, there was none that agreed better with
them than the Agbvans of Hafaras. They
wete originally Brothers, and they had the
fame Inclinations,and the fame Cuftoms. *Tis
true that the inveterate Enmity there is be-
tween the Rafi’s, and the Sunns’s, had formed
a Wall of Separation between the% two
‘ribed
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T'ribes ot Aghvans, which it was very difficult
to break down. And they conftantly refifted
the moft prefling Solicitations which the
Agbvans of Candabar made ufe of to en-
gage them to join them. They chofe to
fide with their Brothers on the Score of Reli-
gion, preferably to thofe who were fo by
Birth ; and the Attachment which they had
to their Set always fupported their Fideli-
ty to the laft, as long as they were able to
hold out ; fo that if' thecy complied, ’twas
only becaufe they had no other Courfc to
take. For Myrr-Maghmud perceiving that
no good was to be done with them by a Courfe
of Negotiation, had recourfe to Arms ; and
he harrafled and plagued them to {uch a De-
gree that while they were abandoned on
one hand, by the Perfians, whofe Afliftance
they had often in vain implored, and pref-
fed on the other hand by the Enemy, who
opened their Arms to receive them ; and in-
ftead of improving their Advantage to bring
them under Subjetion, only defired to make
them Partners in their good Fortune againft
the Perfians, they at laft confented to join
them, and were as firm and conftant to the
new Party, which the Neceflity of their Af-
fairs had obliged them to embrace, as they
had been true to the King, while they were
eble to ftand by him.  Alyrr-Maghmud
employ’d the two firft Ycus of his Gene-

ratthip
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Talfhip to bring them to thefe Terms, while
the Ina&ion of the Court of Perfiz gave him
all the Leifure for it that could be.

THe Declaration of the Aghvans of Ha-
farai in Favour of thofc of Candabay, as
much furpriz’d and alarm’d the Court of Pen
Sz, as it did Honour to Myrr-Maghmud,
who, as the firft Effay of his Condu& and
Valour, had juft confummated an Affair
which even Myrr-WWess his Father was not
able to accomplith.  The Court found in the
Son an Enemy {till more dangerous than in
the Father, in regard that he was of a more
enterprizing Genius; and then his Youth,
which was already made illuftrious by happy
Atchievements, {feem’d to prefage a Jong and
bloody Wan, if it was not prevented in Time.
It was rcfolv’d therefore, to fend a ftronger
Army againft him, than all that had yet ta-
ken the Field,

Tue only Thing that remain’d to be done,
was, to choofc a General for an Expedition
which was reckon’d of the greateft Importance
that could be undertaken in the then Situation
of Affairs. For this Purpofe they caft their
Eyes on a Nobleman, nam’d Sefi-Kubi-Kan,
which fignities the Lord who 25 Slave %5 Scfi.
Every Body approv’d of the Chotce, and
even the prevailing Fadtion at Court, after all
their Oppofition to it, confented. The Mo-
tive which induc’d the Leaders of that Fac-
tion to concur in it, was this; Either ht will

Auc-
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fucceed in this War, faid they; or elfc he
will mifcarry in it, as others have done. If
he fucgagds, in this Cafe we fhall find our
Advantage by the Service it will prove to
the State, in the Government of which we
have a large Share ; and if on the contrary he
:rlx):i('ca}ry, he will be a new Sacrifice to our
arty.

RzALLY a better Choice could not have
been made for the inteuded Expedition; but
it was more ealy to nominate the Perfon, than
it was to make the Employment acceptable
to him.  Sefi- Kuli-Kan had formerly been
Divan- Beg, or Chief Juftice at Ifpaban
and as he was a Nobleman of approv’d Inte-
grity, he exercis’d that great Oflice with fuch
a ftr*& Impartiality, that the Favourites and
chief Courtiers who faw that he had no Re-

ard to their Recomméndations, could not re-
lifh him, and even found Means to pug the
King out of Conceit with that unalterable Re-
gard to Juftice, which they conftrued as g¢x-
ceflive Rigour; {o that this Nobleman ;%
ceiving that he difoblig’d his Mafter in the
very Thing that ought to have gain’d him
more of his Efteem, and that nothing was
o be got by difcharging the Part of a Man
of Honour under a Prince who, though
perfe&ly honeft himfetf, had not Judgment
gaough to fet a true Value upon Probity, and
had'too much Folly to fupport and proteét it,
herefign’d his Poft to the King,and retir’d from
Court /with Indignation, Q Ty
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Tuzy therefore chofe him for the Expe~
dition to Candabar in his' Abfence, and no-
thing but the prefling Neceflity they were
under for a General of his Merit and Cha-
rater, made them think of him, and forc’d
the Minifters to go and find him out in his
obfcure Retreat, But as he knew all the Ar-
tifices that were put in Pratiee to thwart and
difconcert the former Expeditions, and that
he was as odious to the prevailing Fa&ion,
aswere the late Prince Koffrou-Kan, and the Ge-
nerals whom they had facrific’d to their Hatred
and Intereft, he excus’d himfelf without He-
{itation from the Employment to which they
had defign’d him. Not all the Intreaty of the
Minifters, and the King him{elf, could conquer
the Averfion hedeclar’d tofo dangerous a Com-
miffion, and he perfifted to excufe himfelfto the
laft. But as they faw none befides him really
capable, they made ufe of a Court Stratagem,
which whether he would, or no, put him un-
der a Neceflity of ferving.

He had an only Son that he dearly lov’d,
whofe fine Qualities promis’d much, They
imagin’d, that by giving this Son, though as
yet but feventeen Yearsold, the Title of Ge-
neral for the Expedition which was in hand,
the Father would be forc’d to accompany
him, and that his Tendeinets would fo far
prevail over all his Pleas, that he would
not forbear going into the Field, to command
an Army in the Namec of, and as Lieutenant
to his Son, which they could not pekfuade
him to command in Chief. THLr
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TurreroRE according to the Cuftom in
Perfiz, when they have a Mind to veft any
one -with abfolute and extraordinary Autho-
rity, they feat the Son a very fine Horfe,
~cover’d with a rich Harnefs, a Buckler, and
Pike, a Cuirafs cover’d with Gold Brocade,
and a Aurban adorn’d with Diamonds. All
this was prefented as from the King to this
young Nobleman, and feafon’d with all the
fine Compliments that could be moft accep-
table and pleafing to his Perfon. The Fa-
ther indeed forefaw what would be the Con.
fequences of a Snare which was thrown in
the Way of his Tendernefs: But he was his
Father; and he could notwithftand the Intreaties
of a Son {o exceeding dear to him, who flat-
ter'd with a Mark of Honour and Diftinétion,
which was not to be parallel’d in a Youth
of his tender Years, conjur’d him with Tears,
not to be the only Man in the whole King-
dom to oppofe his good Fortune. "Therefore
he confented to it, though with Difficulty;
and that he might not abandon his Son to the
Fire and Fury of Youth, in fo dangerous an
Employment, he refolv’d, as the Court had
forefeen, to accompany him in that great Ex-
pedition in Quality of his Licutenant.

. Tue Complaifance he had for his Son ha-
ving prevail’d with him in this Inftance, be-
yond all the Authority of his Prince, did
net efcape the malicious Reflettions of the
Courtiers, who in order 1o diminifh before-

Q-2 hand
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hand the Merit of the Service in which he
was engag’d, did not fail of obferving tothe
King, that he had not fo much Intereft with
Sefi-Kuli-Kan, as his Son had, for whofe
fake he had done more than he would have,
done for any Regard he ow’d to his Prince,
or to the Welfare of the State.

MEgan Time the Father and the Son made
their Preparations, and after they had form’d
an Army of fixteen thoufand choice Men, the
young General, accompanied by his Father,
went to Court, where he was receiv’d with all
the Marks of Diftin&ion that could flatter
his Vanity. The King made a publick En.
tertainment for him, to which the Father was
alfo invited ; but he excus’d himfelf. He girt
his Sword alfo by his Side, in Prefence of the
whole Court; and that he might have an Op-
portunity of fhewing his Skill on Horfeback,
and in throwing the Spcar, he had a little
Tournament made for him, after the Mannei
of the Country, in the Meidan or great Square
of Ifpaban; where the Youth diftinguifh’d
himielf to the Satisfaction of the King, and
with the Acclamations of the Pcople.

In the Midft of thefe Acclamations, and
with the Prayers of all the Publick, he fet
out from Ifpabar to head his Army. But
the Event did not anfwer thofe fhining Pre-
Iudes. He had no fooner fet Foot in the Ene-
my’s Piovince, but being carried away by
the Ardour of a young Man, and forgetting

th
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the Advice that had been given him by his
Father, who follow’d him with the main Ar-
my, he went rafhly with fome Squadrons
which he had in the Van, and skirmifh’d with
the firft Troops that he met with of the Re-
bel’s my, by whom he was kill’d. The
%is ortuae of the Son {oon drew on that of

e Father, who heard thrs tragical News too
foon, and having ncthing more to mind afier
he had loft his only Son, the fole Objeet of
his Love and Hopes, hearken’d to no Ad vice
but that of Revenge and Fury, and rufh’d
into the Middle of the Enemy, where fight-
ing defperately, he was at lalt over-power’d
by Numbers, and found in Death an End to
ail his Sorrow. After the Lofs of the Gene-
rals, the Army gave Ground, and was entue.
1y routed.

Trr Court, which the leaft Lofles in for.
mer Campalgns difpiisted, {feem’d to take
Heart in this, and was encourag’d ic enter up-
on new Meafures, for renewing the War with
more Vigour than it had been carried on hi-
therto. Mean Time, as no Body offer’d to
condudt an ]ixpcdmon which by Re. fon of the
Death or ill Succets of fo many able Generals
who had fail’d in it, was look’d upon as a
dangerous Rock, the Arhemat-Dounlet, or
chief Minifter, was fo zealous for the ng s
Service, that he offer’d hindelf to his Majefty
for this great Entesprize.  The King who did
him the Juftice to have a high Opinion of

Q3 hig
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his Capacity, very well lik’d the Propofal,
and would rcadily have fet his Hand to it, if he
had not been diverted by the Eunuchs, who
being jealous of the Minifter’s Credit, repre-
fented to the King, that it was not Prudence
to join fo great a military Poft, as the, Com-
mand of his Armies, to that abfolute Aucho-
rity, with which he was already vefted in the
Chief Poft of Athemat-Dounler; and that
thefe two Employments join’d together, might
be dangerous Inftruments in the Hands of a
a Subje&t that would ,be tempted to abufe
them.

Turs Confideration check’d the King, and
prevail’d over his Inclination; but what in
State Policy he had refus’d to his Prime Mi-
nifter for himfelf, hc granted to his Brott.cr-
in-Law Luft-Al-Kan, whom that Minifter
had propos'd to fupply his Place: And not-
withftanding all the Efforts of the contrary
Cabal to divert the Blow, the Athemat-Dou-
Jet carry’d it in {pite of them, and found an
Advantage in 1t, which foon after coft him
very dear.

THouvcu the Relation betwixt Luf?-Al:-
Kan and the Prime Minifter, was enough to
have render’d his Vote in his Favour fufpi-
cious, yet his very Enemies did him the Juf-
tice tc own, that he was not unqualified for
the important Employment with which he
was honour’d. He was a Man of a good
Head-picce, well turn’d either for Advice

or
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or Adtion; and though he had not yet any
great Commands in the Armies, he was
reckon’d pretty well vers’d in military Affairs.
And indeed to his Misfortune he made too
great a Difcovery of his Talents, by the Man-
ner in which he went to work, and as much
??n%/the Cabal which oppos’d him at Court,
he terrified the Rebels of Candabar.

BirorEe he undertook any Thing againft
the latter, he was refolv’d to open the Cam-
paign with fome fignal Exploit, to give him
a Reputation ~ The Arabians had tor fome
Years paft furpriz'd the Ule of Mafiate in the
Gulph of Perfia, and had expell’d the Per-
frans from thence,which was to thelr very great
Prejudice.  Lauft-Ali-Kan propos’d, before
he went upon any other Enterprize, to reco-
ver this Ifland ; and as foon as he had aflem-
bled his Army, caus'd it to march that Way,
As he wanted Ships to carry his Troops over
to the Ifland which he was to attack, he con-
certed juft Meafures thereupon with the Por-
tugnefe of the-Indses, who on the Payment
of a certain Sum of Money, were to fend
their Tran{ports for that Purpofe. The Por-
tuguefe Fleet came in Time, but the Mo-
ney being delay’d through the Intrigues of
Lauft-Ali-Kan’s Enemies at Court, retir'd
into its Harbours, ieaving the unhappy Ge-
neral upon the Shore lamenting his Cafe, to
find himfelf through the Treachery of thofe
who ought to have had the Intereft of the
Q4 Govern-
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Government more at Heart, excluded from a
Conquett, as infallible as it was important to
the Welfare of the Kingdom.

WaiLe he was in vain reproaching and
curfing the Authors of this Treachery, he
heard that Myrr- Maghmud taking Advantage
of his Diftance, was advand owards Kor-
man, and by Means of a Correfpondence (n
the Place, bad taken it.

Tais famous Ringleader of the Rebels,
who from the Advantage he gain'd laft Year
over the Per fian Auny had entertain’d very
great Hopes, propos’d no lefs to humfe!f than
to pufh the War into the Hcart of the King-
dom; and that he nught be more at hand to
carry it on there, he had caft his Eyes on the
City of Kirman, 1o make it a Place of Arms,
and took it, as has been faid. This Cuy,
which, as it were, forms a Triangle with 7/

aban and Candabar, lying South of both,
not 1o far by one thud fiom the former, as it is
from the latter, though ’tis three hundred
Leagues from Candabar, is the Capital of a
Province of the fame Name, which was the
antient Caramania. Great Part of it is inha-
bited by the Gaurs, who pretend to be de-
fcended from the antient Perfians, Worthip-
ers of Fire, and being very uneafy under
the Yoke of the modern Perfians, who have
often perfecuted them, Myrr-Maghmud had
no Difficulty to gain thein; and it was by

their Means that he took the Town.
NoTHING
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NotH1ne Tefs than an Event of this Con-
fequence could have deliver’d the Perfian
General from his Defpair for the Affront that
had been lately put upon him in fight of
Mafchate. As it was of Confequence not
to leaye the Rebels Time to foiuty them-
felyesin the Town which they had thus fur-

2’d, Luft-Al-Kan did not ftay for his
whole Army to attack them, but haftily
forming a Bady of the fineft and moft acuve
Troops he had, he went before, and fell upon
Maghmud, whom he enthcly routed; and
after having drove him from Kirman, and
taken his Baggage from Lim, he purfued him
tc Candabar, where he oblig’d lun to fhut
himfUf up, very much afham’d of his entire
Overthrow, and aftonith’d to find there were
Men fill left in Perfez, that were capable to
give him Law.

THis Victory caus’d the more Joy, and
made the more Notfe in all ‘Perfiz, becaufe it
was the firft Time that the Aghvans had
been beaten fince the Rebellion, and was De-
monftration that it was not impoflible to con-
quer them.  Mean Time the General, who
by Myrr- Maghmnd’s bold Attempt upon the
City of Kirman, plainly faw the full Drift
of this Rebel’s Projeéts, and the Importance
of that Place, made it his firft Care to fecure
it againft Infults, and all the Dangers of a fe-
cond Artack. He plac’d 4 good Garrifon
in it, and fortified it {0 well, efpecially {)hac

Part
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Part call’d the Upper City, which is fepara-
ted from the Lower, that in 1725 * it fill
held out againft the Aghvans.

ArTER he had thus put all Things in Cr-
der, his Refentment, which the Neceflity of
his Affairs had only fufpended, breke out
with freth Violence againft thofe who hatk oc-
cafion’d his Difappointment in the Expeditidt
to Mafchate; and as he had no Juftice to
hope for from a King, whom they hetrayd
to his Face in fuch a Manner, that he either
did not fee it, or was afraid to fhew that he
faw it, he refolv’d to do himfelf Juftice, and
to do it with fuch a high Hand as fhould
humble the Cabal of his Enemies, and con-
vince them, that all the Prote@tion they had
at Court thould not skreen them from hisVen-
geance.

It was with this View that he brought his
Army back to the Coafts of the Perfian
Gulph, where moft of the great Men that
he had a Defign upon, had good Eftates, and
fine Seats; and on Pretence that his Troops,
for want of their Pay, could not fubfift other-
wife, he quarter’d them mn all their Houfes,
where they liv’d at Difcretion.  All Horfes,
Camels, Arms, and other Things fitting for

a

* This Circumflance proves shat there is & Miftake 1 the Account
inferted i the Mercure for November 1726, where *tis fard, that
this City was taken by Maghmud m 1722, An deconnt qf, what
pafs'd 4 this Siege wull be gruen hereafter,
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aSoldier, were fe1z’d, without any Formality,
for the Ufe of the Army; not to reckon the
gzsat Contributions which they rais’d upon
%Province in general, and of which the

blemen, who had Eftates there, paid their

uota as well as others.

7t whatever Liberty he gave the Sol-
%s in this Refpeét, the Difcipiine of his
Troops was kept up, and never peihaps was
there an Army in Perfiz fo well kept, or fo
fpruce, After it had refrefh’d 1t {elf by a long
Stay, it had Orders to advance towards Chiz-
ras, a City which lies on the Road from the
Guiph to Candabar, and where the general
Rendezvous was appointed.  All the Troops
tendezvous’d there in November 1720, with
feveral thoufand Camels laden with all Sorts
of Ammunition and Provifions for the greateft
Part of the Campaign, "Tis very probable,
that this Army, asit was then difpos’d, fur-
nifh’d with all Things in Abundance, embol-
den’d by its late Succefles, and conducted by
a wife and refolute General, under whom it
had newly learn’d to conquer, would foon
have reduc’d the Aghvans to Reafon, if a
great Diforder at Court, owing to the bafeft
Intrigue, had not ruin’d all thofe great
Hopes, juft as they were ready tobe confum-
mated.

Lurr-ArL1-Kax had a Mindto bereveng’d
on the Great Men of the Court; and, to his
Misfortune, he had fucceeded too well in it.

3 "Thofe
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Thofe Noblemen being incenied againft him,
and more nettled at the Difdain with which
he had treated them in ravaging their Lands,
than all the Lofles they had fuftained th?’hi
being alarmed, moreover, at the Credit wiith
the Victory he had gain’d over the Agbvans
had acquired him with the King, theydid
not doubt but if he fucceeded 1n his Exﬁé\
dition, fubdued the Rebels, and fupprefled
the Rebellion, a Service of that Importance
would render him too powerful at Court, and
that Athemat-"Donlet, his Brother-in-Law,
and he, having all the King’s Confidence, and
all the Authority of the Government to his
own Share, cxclufive of any other Perfon,
would improve their Advantageto opprefs and
ruin them.

Tuey faw no other Remedy but to pre-
vent it by ruining himfelf: And though they
could not do it without overthrowing the
Hopes of the fpeedy Reduétion of Candabar,
and of pacifying that rebellious Frontier ;

et the Confideration of their private Intereft
prevailed before the moft important Intereft
of the State ; and they chofe to venture the
Lofs of All, than not to difarm a General,
who could not triumph over the Fnemies of
the Kingdom, without crufhing them in Pieces
by his Triumph.

As the two oppofite Cabals at Court were
equally interefted to ruina Man, whefe Au-
thority and Power muft be equally burthen-

fome



(225 )

fome and prejudicial to them, if he brought
his Defigns to pafs, they united, and joined
both againft him. But imagining that it would
be poffible for them to fuccced in any
Yidertaking againft him, as long as Athe-
mal-Doulee, his Brother-in-Law, was in Place,
and forefecing that this Minifter, in whomthe
King had all Manner of Confidence, and to
sahom, that he might the more quictly enjoy
the Delights of his Haram, he abandoned the
Care and Incumbrance of all Affairs, would
not fail to ward off the Blows tiiat thould be
aimed at his Brother-in-Law, they refolved
to deftroy hum firft; and they fucceeded by a
very 1ll concerted Picce of Management, with
which no other Prince but Schab-Huffein,
Wwould have been fo eafily gull’d.

Anmoxc the Officers, who had moft Ac-
cefs to the Perfon of the King, there were two
efpecially who, by the Nature of their Ser-
vice, were his moft intimate Confidents and
Familiars. The one was his Moullah, or
Dircétor of his Conicience, and the other
his chief Phyfician. Thefe were the two
Officers that they employ’dto give the Athe-
mat-Doulet the mortal Blow ; and becaufe
that in order to furprize the King into it,
’twas unavoidably neceffary to choofe a Time
when he had neither Leifure nor Conveniency

: Advice of any but the Confpirators,
itched upon that Time of the Nighe

for
1
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for the Execution of their Defign, when they
might have him moft at their Difcretion.
Every Thing was quict in the King’sA part«
ment, and there was a profound Silence. T
ng hinfelf was actually afleep at one E
of his Palace, when he was fuddenly awaked
by two Officers coming in with affrighted
Looks, who cafting their Turbans on "the
Ground, as a Token of Sorrow, faid to the
ng, « Tha though they were not ignorant
¢ that it was againft the Rules to dare to dif-
“ turb his Repofe, and to enter his Majefty’s
“ Bed-Chamber without his Leave, efpecial-
“ ly dusing fo facred a Time ; yer the im-
¢« minent Danger with which they faw him
¢« threaten’d, did not fuffer them to have Re-
¢« gard to the ufual Formalities 3 that his Life
“ and Crown were at ftake ; which now was
« the Time to fecure againﬁ the Attempts
« of the Athemat-Dounler, who had fixed on
¢« that very Night for the Execution of his
« Parricide : That the faid Prime Minifter, in
« Concert with his Brother-in-Law the Ge-
¢« neral of the Army, had vow’d the Death
« of his Majefty, and the Extinttion of the
« Royal Family : That while the latter was
« to go and make himfelf Mafter of Ifpaban
« with his Army, and to inveft the King’s
« Palace, fo that no Prince of the Royal
« Family might cfcape, the Azbemat-Dou-
« Jet was to feize the King himfel, with the
« Affiftance of three thouand Karde:,whlch
“ were
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** were to be brought to him that very Night
* by a Prince of that Nation, for whom he
* had fent an exprefs Order, fealed with his
“Seal of Firft Minifter,”

Tyre King was in immediate Confterna-
tion at the Greatnefs and Nearncfs of the
Danger, efpecially when the two Eunuchs put
inio his Hands a Proof of the Prime Mini-
tter’s Correfpondence with the Kurdes. 'This
was the very Order fent to the Prince of the
Kurdes, and fealed with the Seal of the Athe-
mat-Douler. 'This Picce formed a Prefump-
tion of the greater Importance, betaufe the
Manner of Inftalling an Athemat-Donlet in
Perfia, is by putting the Seal of his Oftice
about his Neck, which is never taken off till
he dies, or is forced to refign it.

FraR realizes all’Appearances, and renders
every Thing credible to thofe who are fuf-
ceptible of it. The King had no fooner caft
his Eyes upon the Scal, which he thought
he knew, but he fancied himiclf undone, and
fainted away. As foon as he was a little re-
covered, a Council was haftily formed of
the moft trufty Eunuchs and Courtiers, who
had all an Underftanding with the two Infor-
mers. 'The Confultation was fhoit, and the
Refult of it was, that the King fending for
the Corfehi-Bach:, or Geneial of the Corfiris
ordered him to take bis Guards, and others
along with him, to break ¢nenthe Houfe of the
Athemat-Donlet, and to bring him his Head.

THIS
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T1ys Prime Minifter who did not dream
of what was hatching againft him, was quiet
in his Wives Apartment, when the Cor/ch:-
Bachi came to his Houfe with an armed Foie,
and the Air of a Man that expelted to fikd
Refiftance. The Minifter was aftonifhed at Iugh
a Vifit, at fo unfeafonable an Hour, but much
more when he faw himfelf hand-cuffed by that
Officer’s Order, who meeting with no Oppo-
fition in the Execution of his Commands, had
him only carried to his Houfe, without offer-
ing any Violence. For, though it was the
King’s Order to cut off his Head ; yet it
being reprefented to him, that in Cafe he met
with no Refiftance fiom him, it would not
be proper to put him to Death,and that theKing
did not infift on it, the Officer only fccured his
Perfon. )

NevertHELESs he was not beholden fo
much for the Prefcrvation of his Life to
the Compaflion of his Enemies, as to their
Avarice ; for, as he had immenfe Riches, of
which thofe who had ruined him hoped to
Thare in the Forfeiture, they were very glad
to fave his Life, that "under Pretence of cx-
torting a Confeflion from him, by Toiments, of
the Secret of the pretended Confptracy, they
might force him to dicover where his Trea-
fures were. Asfoon as he was ariived in the
Houfe of the Corfchi- Bachi, the firft Thing

they did, was to pluck out his Eyes, asis the
Practice
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“Practice in Perfiz, with regard to Perfong
guilty of High-Treafon, whofe Lives they
have a Mind to fpare.  Then they examin’d
hip by Torture, as to the Particulars cf his
'géﬁyﬂate. He made no Sciuple to declare
all that he had, which in Gold, precious Fur~
niture, and Jewels, amounted to goooco To-~
mans, or four Millions and a Half Steiling.

Tur very Moment that the Athemat Doy-
let was arrefted, feveral Couriers were dif-
patch’d to arreft not only the General Laft-
Al-Kan, but cvary one of the Prime Mimif~
ter’s Kindred, Friends, or Creatuies, in the
Country., for, as to thofe at Court, they were
fecured immediately.  The Man that they had

e greateft Defuie to fecure, and who was the
hardeft to take, was the General, who was
actually in the Neighbourhood of Chiras at
the Head of an Army, which was entirely
devoted to him; and who knows to what Ex-
tremities he might have puthed Matters againft
the Court, had he been then nfoimed how
unjuftly his Brother-in-Law had been treated,
and of the Ufage which was defigned with
the fame Injuftice for himfelf ? But all pof-
fible Precauttons were taken to prevent it : For
this End they chiofc the only Man at Court
that was capable of making the greateft Dif-
patch, and gave him a fecret Cormiflion for
the Governor of Chiras. 'The King ordered
him to find Means under fome Pretence or
othgr to wheedle the General to his Lodgings&

R an



(230)

and there toarrcft him with as lictle Noife, as
poflible, and fend him pnder a good Guard
to Ifpaban, bound Hand and Foot. Asnei-
ther the General, nor the other Friends dgd
Kindred of the Prime Minifter miftruftsd-.
Thing, all Orders fent againft them had their
Effeét, and there was not one that thought of
clcaping.

Arr the Meafures that were taken that
Night, as well for arrefting the Arbemat-
Dounlet, as for difpatching the Couriers that
were fent to all Parts, could not be long a Se-
cret in fo fmall a Town as Tebran, where the
King then was. The Difcovery of a great
Conlpiracy againit the Life of the Prince, the
Arreft of the Prime Miniftcr, who was i
to be at the Head of it, the Cry that threc
thoutand Kurdes were coming to furprize and
carry off the King; befides the Addition
which every Body made of his own Head
to thofe different Reports ; all this was {pread
through the whole Town in a Trice ; and
was {o alarming to all the People, that they
ftood under Arms all Night.

Bur when Day-Light appear’d, and tfe,
King found there was no Stir; that there was
no Talk of the March of three thoufand
Kurdes, nor of that of the Army from €5;-
ras toward Ifpaban ; and when he learn’d
nnt only by the Scouts he had fent Abroad on
all Sides, to get Intelligence, but by thofe who

arriyed
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(rrived from different Quarters of the Town,
hat every Thing was quiet Abroad, he be-
gan to miftruft that he had been impofed up-
w was afraid he had been too hafty with
' to his Prime Minifter. He had always
loved and efteemed him ; he looked upon him
as the ableft Man in the Kingdom, and the
motft fit for the Employment he had born, and
he could not but own he had received confi-
derable Services from him; fo that ifit fhould
happen that he was not gutlty, as he quickly
began to fufpeét he was not, be was fully
fenfible that his Confcience would reproach
him all his Life long for his unjuft and bar-
barous Treatment of him. Thefe firtt Suf-
picions, and the Refentment he entertained,
had fuch an Impreflion upon him, that they
made him talk with that Air of Authority,
which he had not ufed to fpeak in, to fuch
of his Officers as had any Share of his Confi-
dence. He fent for his chief Phyfician Hekim-
Bafzy,one of the two Informers, and with a ve-
1y fevere Tone, and ftern Countenance bid him
take Care, that the Wounds they had made in
the Athemat-Doulet, by plucking out hisEyes,
did not endanger his Life, which if it fhould
mifgarry, he might depend upon it his fhould
apfwer for it. He faid, moreover, that asioon
as, this Mimfter was recovered, he would hear
hingdy in order to condemn him if guilty, or to
acQuit him if innocent. i1 would have been

edgeted of another King, that he fhould have
R 2 added
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added, or to punyb bis Accufers, if they bad
accu/m’ btm falfcly © But it was a great deal
for 1o weak a Punce as Sehab-Huffein, o
venture to give .Way to the Jufhihcation
a Man whom his Confidents had condenmed?’

Tre fevere Tone with whch the King
talked, perhaps the firft Time in all his Life,
had 1ts Effe&.  So much Care wis taken of
the Wounds of the Athemat Doulet, that
his Life was in nc Manner of Danger 3 and
as foon as he was ina Condition to appear,
the King was willing to have his Affair ex
amined 1n a due Courfe of Law, as he declas
red it fhould. T fhall now give an Account
of this Hearing, which I fancy will not dif-
pleafe the Reader : Though it were not nate
ral for Perfons to be concerned for the Vin-
dication of an illuftrious Man, unjuftly op-
prefled, yet a biief Account of the Things
objected to him, and of his Anfwer, cannot
but be ufeful, becaufe of the Knowledge
which it may give of the Manners, Interefts,
Intrigues, and Condu& of the grcat Lords of
?erj/t}z, during the laft Years of Schah-Huf=
Sein’s Reign.

Tre King having, therefore, fixed a Day
to hear the Perfon accufed in his own Ddeqce
he appeared in an Affembly, confifling ofyil
the Minifters and great Officers of the Cou,
in which the King himfelf was pleafed, ta
prefide.  They began with the Complaings

agajp(d
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againft him, which were reduced to eight prine
c1pal Articles.

I. "Pwas pretended that one Day, as he
tias.fh the City of Kom, at the Tomb of
Schab-Solyman, (Father of Schab Huffein))
who formerly put to Death the Piime Mini-
fter’s Father, he let fall this Expreflion, A4
Tune may come when 1 (hall revenge the
Death of my Farber, by that of thy Son
and bis whole Family  This Charge was
only founded upon the Repoit of one of the
Athemat-Dountet’s Valets de Chambre,

1L He was asked, that fince he always
wore the Seal of his Office about his Nk,
kew it came to pafs that the Order, which was
faid to have been fent to bring the Kurdes,
was fealed with that Seal, if he had not a Hand
init?

IT1. He was charged with having determi-
ned all Affairs, like as if he had been abfo-
lute Sovereign, and without taking Advice of
the Council or the other Minitters.

IV. It was thrown into his Charge, that
his Orders were moie 1efpected in the Pro-
vinces than thofe of the King himfclf.

. Tue Alliances he had made with great
lies, by marrying his Daughters and

ices to the greateft Lords of the Kingdom,

in Yrder to form a powerful Party, was num-

r’d among his Crimes.
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VI. It was charged upon him as a greater
Crime than all this, not only that he wasof
the Se& of the Sunni but alfo that through his
Attachment to that Set, he under-hind fa-
voured the Lefimm, who were of thewfam®
Religion, and Enemies to the Government.
To prove this, a Letter was produced under
his own Hand whercby he gave the Lefgrans
to underftand that they might fafely extend
their Ravages, as far as they pleaied, provi-
ded they did not advance to Erivan, which
he defired they would fpare, becaufe he that
commanded there was his Nephew.

VII. Hr wasreproached for having trufted
the Goverrment of the Provincesin the Hands
of fome of his Nephews, who were but Chel
dren.

VIII. Notice was taken of his great
Wealth, which, faid they, was more {uitable
to the Treafure of a King than of a private
Man ; and it was pretended that he could
not be {o rich without being difhoneft.

To thefe Grievances which affe@ted him
perfonally, fome others were added, relating
to his Brother-in-Law ; for which the ex=
pedted he fhould be rc{ponfablc, on Prct
that the {aid General had done nothmg %
in Concert with him, both with regard to fo
Expedition to Majcate, in which “twas Yre-
tended he only fail'd, becaufe of a f:::g\;
Underftanding with the Commanders of §ié

Porvaguefe
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Portuguefe Fleet; and alfo with regard to
the Eftates of the Court Lords, whom he had
ravaged in that Country, Laftly, it was de-
man?d for what Reafon the General had
marédhed an Army that was defign’d againft
Candabar, towards Ifpaban ; and why, in-
ftead of going to beliege Maghmud in Caun-
dabar, after his Defeat, he chofe rather to
employ his Troops in plundering the Pro-
vinces of the Kingdom.

THEsE were the moft confiderable Grie\an-
ces which were exhibited agatuft a Prime Mini-
fter, who had for a long Time govcrned the
State to the King’s Satisfaction, and with 2
Fidelity never fufpe¢ted.  The Prince cal-
Mhg upon Lim to anfwer if he had any
Thing to fay in his own Juftification, "he
{poke with more Boldnefs than the Infor-
mers had aflumed in accufing him ; and made
fo little an Account of Life, thinking him-
felf not obliged for the Time to come to ufe
any great Caution in what he fad to any
Perfon whatfoever, that he began with com-
plaining to the King of the King himfelf, who
having condemned him without a Hearing,
made the Proof of his Innocence very unne.
coffery ; becaufe, how clear {oever he was in

own Confcience, it was not in his Majef-

s Power to reftore him to that Sight, of

ich he had been deprived by too rath a

entencz; adding, that Life was only a Bur-
nto him now ; and that he thould take it
R4 a
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as 2 Favour, if the King would facrifice even
that to the Patlion of his Enemies who thirft-
ed infatiably for his Blood. Then, with the
utmoft Modefty, though with a nolle Con-
fidence, he reckon’d up the Seivices\yhich
his Anceftors and he had performed to the
Crown ; and, after having bemoan’d himfelf
on the unhappy Situation to which he was
reduced by Way of Reward, and on the In-
fignificancy of a Defence, whick was requir’d
of him too late, he defeended into the Par-
ticulars of the Grievances, and anfwered
every Thing that had been alledged againft
him, Article by Aurticle.

As to the Fiift, therefore, he faid, ¢ Tyt
¢« the Evidence of a rafally Footman, hird
« for ready Money to ruin his Mafter, was
“ not to be admitted againft fuch a Man
« as he; refpecially in a Fa&t to which he
“ was the only Witnefs fworn, and of which
“ he could not give any Proof.” Then he re-
quired that the Wretch might be put to the
‘Torture to compel him to declare, who had
fet him at Work to raife that Calumny.

As to the Second he owned, ¢ That the
 Stamp of his Seal which was found upon
“ the pretended Order fent to the Comriy 2-
“ der of the Kurdes, might be of fomeWeig
“ againft him, if it was not very manifeft t'i
¢ there were Forgers in Perfia ; but tha%%

r

“ being notorious that there was a gizat Nu
o
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“ ber of them o well vers’d in their Calling,
“ that of two Pieces, one of which lawful, and
the other counterfeit, it was a hard Matter
“ to diftjnguifh which was the Right; fo filent
‘o} a Tettimony as that could be of no Weight,
¢ if it was not accompanied and corrohorated
“ with other Tokens.” He was not content
with this general Anfwer ; and as this was
the only Grievance that was reatly muaterial
to his Caufe, and that which had teen the
unhappy Pictext of his Condemnation and
Calamity, hc entered into fuch particular
Difcuffions of it, as plainly dilcovered the
Falthood and Folly of the Artifice that was
contriv’d to ruin him,
“ For, faid he, if the pretended Confpira-
“ cy was to break out that very {fame Night
“ that T was arrefted, the Letter fent to call
¢ the three thoufand Kurdes muft have been
“ difpatched feveral Days before. 1t requu-
“ ed twelve Days March for the thice thou-
“ find Men to come hither; and had the
« Courier made ncver fo much Hafte, it
“ would have taken him up feveral Days
“ to carry it: Where, then,was this fatal Letter
“ all theTime, of which the King himfelfknew
“ npthing till the Moment that *twas fuppoted
“ [ Kurdes were to arrive? Wheie was this
¥ etter found” and when was it intercepted ?
as 4t intercepted upon the Road be-
“Hore it rdached the Kur4 2 In this Cafe it
“ muft

1
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muft have beenin Cuftody feveral Days be-
fore that which was fix’d on for the Exe-
cution of the Proje&. Who was it found
upon ? from whom was it taken ? %1d who
was the Bearer of it ? If it came Yo tif
Hands of the Kurde, how did it find its
Way back again? did he fend 1t back ? Let
him fay fo then. Why don't they pro=
duce his Evidence ¢ For in an Affair of fuch
Confequence, wherein the Life of the King
was at Stake, fuch a Difcovery cannot but
redound to his Honour. But why fhould
I make my Application to a Forcigner of
a treacherous Nation, who is not to be de-
pended upon, when my own Brother-in-
Law was at the Head of an Army twerfy
Days March from hence, efpecially fince
’tis pretended that he was my Accomplice ?
The Kurde was to bring me but three
thoufand Men, and my Brothei-in-Law
was able to bring or {fend meTen thoufand,
What ftét Engagement was I ever known
to have with this Foreigner, that I fhould
truft to him, rather than to my Brother-in-
Law? What Precautions have I taken not to
be betray’d ? What Meafures for my own
Safety ? Whatis ourTreaty? whatour %m-
ventions ? And if he was able to furpfipy
the King with his three thoufand Men,wh:r
fhould he do it more for my Profit tharfis
own > What Forces had I to gige Law ¢,
him ? But how can it be pretcn%cﬂ thay1

had
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“ had any Hopes of being able to furpiize
“ the King with three thoufugd Men, when
“ T faw that he was attended with a Guard
“ five PAimes ftronger? From whence comes
“pi that 1 fhould defer the Enterprize till the
« King was fecure in a Town, which, diffe=
“ rent from moft of the other Perfiun Towns,
“ is inclofed with ftrong Walls ; and which
“ muft neceflarily have been befieged with
“ an Army of three thoufand Men againft
¢« a Garrifon of fifteen thoufand ? In thort,
“ if 1 had been fuch a Wretch, as to have
« formed the foul and horrnid Confpiracy with
« which T am charged, how could I be
« fo filly, fo blind, as to keep at home
“wyithout any Guard but my common Ser-
“ vants, that very Night too that I was juft
¢« ready to put it in Execution ? The Solitude
« and Security in which I was found in my
“.own Apaitment at fo critical a Junéture as
¢ that muft be, is the beft Thing I can offer
“ in my Vindication upon this matenal Ar-
“ ticle.”

Asto the Third Head, he called the King
himfelf to witnefs, whcther it was not true,
that his Majefty had not rotally rcfens’d the
Difsatch of his ordinary Affairs to hi> Con-

¢, that as to extraordinary Affairs, fuch
3dNegotiations and Things of this Nature,
emever meddled with them, but when his
ajeﬁ);fs pleas’d to refir them to him by

articyfar Commiflion ; that befides, as to
4 his
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his minifterial Condu&, if he did not give
himfelf much Trouble to take the Advice of
the Eunuchs, or of the other Courtiers, who
complain’d of him, he was in the & ht not
to do 1t, and that he did not think fh expe
dient to confult People that ke knew were
too much his Enernies to give him good Coun-
fel, and too much wedded to their own pri-
vate Inrereft to give any that was conducive
to the Welfare of the Publick.

As to the Fourth Article he faid, that if
his Orders were better executed in the Coun-
try than thofe that proceeded immediately
from the King himfelf, he was not to blame
for it, but the Eunuchs and the other Cour-
tiers, who were always ready to prote¢tahe
vileft of Caufes, and who by revoking the
King’s Orders when they pleas’d, as often as
they were brib’d by Prefents, had enervated
all the Force of them; whereas it was orhgr-
wife with his Orders, which it was well
known, no Confideration of Credit or Inte-
reft could ever prevail with him to revoke.

As to the Fifth he faid, that if he had
married his Daughters and Neices into great
Families, he had done no more than what be-
came his Birth and Rank; and that he did not
believe it was criminal for a Man of his Quaji-
ty, who wasof one of the oldeft Families of ie,
Kingdom, and originally defcended from
Lefgran Kings, to be cautious ¢ degra e;

himf(ef
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him{elf, by contra&ting an Alliance with the
Tools and Footmen of Eunuchs.

As to the fixth Article Lie fard, that fince he
was defsended, as above, from the Lefpran
s, it was no extraoidinary Thing that he
fhould be of the fame Seé& with his Country-
men, and all his Anceftors,as wellas the’ urés
that he never diffembled 1t; and that as there
were entire Provinces 1 Perfla who weie to-
lerated 1n that Keligion by the Kings, he
did not e upon what Foundation they
could make it a Crime in him, {o Jong as it
did not put him upon any Meafures contra-
1y to the King’s Scrvice  Then he demanded,
¢«-W hether the Incurfions which the Lefg:-
“wgns had lately made into the Provinces
« of the Kingdom was fuch a firange Thing
¢ that they ought to be imputed to him? and
<« whether they were People fo pacifick, and
«_guch Friends toTranquihty, that they flood
¢« in need of Solicitations to come and plun-
« der their Neghbours, Is it pretnded,
¢ continues he, that they never made any
« Incurfions upon our Lands, but fince 1 came
« into the Mmiftry, when they have former-
“ 1y been fo troublefome, that his Majefty’s
¢ Predeceflors have been under the Necefli-
“cty of havirg ftanding Armies upon their
“Xrontier to keep them in Awe ? Ifany one,
# Jays he, is to blame for thefe Ravages, ’tis
@ not I, b “tis owing to the Avarice of fuch

s,
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« as, by putting in their own Pockets the Pen-
« fions formerly paid tothofe People to keep
« them in their Allegiance, have forced themn
“ to be their own Pay-Matfters, by plunder-
“ ing the Provinces, and to make up by their
< Incurfions the Deficiency of the Subfidies;
¢« of which they have been difappointed. >
After this he took Notice, * That when the
« King gave him a {pecial Commiffion to pro-
« vide a Remedy for this Diforder, he had
« put at the Head of the Troops he fent
“« aganft the Lefgians the only one of all
« his Nephews whom he bad moft Con-
< fidence in, and whom he had even named
<« in his Will for his Succcflor in his Ofice,
« and Heir to his Eftate ; that every Bady.
¢« knew the melancholy Iflue of that Expe-
<« dition, wherein his Nephew fell a Sacri-
“ fice to the Lefgrans.” Wherecupon he de-
manded, “ Whether his Enemies nad_ pot
“ alfo fome Letter of his to produce, where-
« by he had follicited thofe Barbarians to
« murder that Nephew who was {o dear to
¢ him.”

Wuat the Minifter had faid of thofe di-
verted Subfidies, which had given Occafion
to the Incurfions of the Lefgians, was of the
more Weight, becaufe an Embafly was ney-
ly arrived at Court from one of the pefty
Kings of that Natien, to whom the otherstat!
applied to mediate an Accommpdation bg-

tween them and Perfia. He was the mpd.
probert
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roper Perfon for it, becaufe he had no Hand
in their Excurfions, but had always kept upa
good Ugderftanding with the Perfans.
For theiJown Part, the Thing which obli-
%thcm to have Recourfe to pacifick Mea-
ures, was the Fear of an Incurfion from the
Prince of Geargia, of which we fhall take
Notice in its Place. The Ambaflador of
Szam Kal,which was the Name of the petty
King that was conccrned for them, made ufe
of no other Argument to excufe their Incur-
fions, but the Neceflity they were under of
making them for their Subfiftance, after their
Tftopped ; for it was under the
Name angf Title of auxiliary Troops that the
Kiggs of Perfiz had ufed to pay them cer-
tain Penfions, though in Truath they only
pay’d thfm as a fort of Tribute, by which they
purchafed the Peace, and Security of their
W againft the Enterprizes of thofe
arbarians. ‘Thefe Subfidies which amount-
ed to 1700 Tomans, or 8500 Pounds Sterling,
had not been paid for many Years, the Funds
thereof being alienated by the Avarice of fome
Favourites "or Governors of Provinces, who
had laid their Hands on them. They de-
manded, therefore, that the Payment of them
might be renewed for the future, and that an
'_}Afnei’cy might be granted them for what

4d.pafled ; on which Condition they not on-
promife] to abftain frows theirordinary Ex-
Irﬁons. aad to live in Terms of inviolable

Fidelity,
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Fidelity, but they. alfo offered to employ
theirr Arms in Favour of Perfiz againit the
Aghvans. We thall have an Opportunity
to give an Account hercafter of what was the
Effeét of this Negotiation ; ’twas fuffic)
for the Prefent tomention fo much of it on-
ly as was neceflary to juftify what the Athe-
mat-Doulet had offered in his Defence.

As to the Seventh Article he owns, that the
King at his Requeft had given the Govern-
ments of the Piovince to two of his Nephews,
who weie as yct but Children; that he was
entirely obliged to the Royal Goodnefs for it
but that his Majefty having dose others the
faime Favour, he uid not fee why they theald
charge 1t as a Ciime upon him more an,
them ; that befides they knew well enough
that fuch Precaution was taken to plant about
thofe young (ovcrnors wife and able Men,
who under the Nume of IAemcnants"a..Jn-
tendants, ordered all Affairs, that the Provin-
cxs received no Prejudice by them.

As ro the Fighth rclating to his great Ef=
tate, he anfweied, that Part of it was Patri-
mony, Pait of it what fell to him from his
Brothers, Part ot it the Forflicures which the
King had granted him, and Part of it was
owing alfo to his good Cond..& aud Oeco-
nomy, without wronging any 8ody. Thea
falling unmercitully upon the infatiable Ava-
rice of the Eunuchs, * However, #aid he, fup-
s pofing I had amafled all this Wcalth

« had



(245)
¢ had Nephews and Daughters to take Care
“ of; but I would fain know who thofe Eu~
“« nuchsrky up Treafures for, that have fuch
“ immente Eftates? unlefs they don’t care to
e told of thofe Camels laden with Gold and
“ Silver, which they fend every Year to Mec-
“ ¢q and Medima, which is contrary to the
“ Laws and Confhitutious of the Kingdom,
“ where the fame has been expreflly prohibi-
“ ted fince the Time of Schabh-Abas the
 Great, as they cannot be ignorant.
Arrer having thus vindicated himfelf, as
to what CO cgfned him perfonally, he fays
¢ That vgty one being chaigeable with his
"‘ﬁ’ﬂ-—%loyns, he might be excufed from
« apteri g into a Difcuflion of Faéts relating
 to hisfBrother-in-Law, whofe Condudt had
“ been jot only fo unblamtable but alfo fo
“ wife, happy, and advantagcous to the King-
» that he was ready to be his Surety :
« That as to Mafiate he would sefer himfelf”
“.to what thc Commillioner of the Porry-
¢ guefe Fleet thould fay, who was altually
« at his Court ; and that he would inform
“ them, that the Fleet only retired without
« tranfpomng the Troops at Mafeate, be-
“ caufe the Sum which the Xing had pro-
¢ mifed by his Ambaflador at Goz was not
“pad.”’
'For the Underftanding of this Fa&, the
"ﬁ ader fhould know, that when Srba/z-dbm
Great tpok Ormurs from the Portuguefe,
by




((246)

by the Help of an Englyfh Fleet, he made
P(.acc with the Portugucfe, who confented
to Icave him in Poffeflion of that Jfland for
Half the Produce of the Luﬁoms,‘whlch was
afterwards valued at a certain Sum per Aun.
But, by the Diforder that happen’d 1n Affus
durmg the whole Rcign of Schah Huffern,
when the Finances were at thie Ducretion of
the Eunuchs and Favounites, thofe Sums had
not been paid the Confeqnence of which
was, that the Pwtuqueﬁ’ taking Advantage
of the Neceffity the Perffans weie under for
therr Flect m the Expedition to Mafcate,
ftipulated with the Ambafladcr whom the
King ot Perfiz had at Goa, that weforg the
Troops were tranfported to Alafiale, accr-
taiu Sum thould be paid tham, in Part of
the Arrcars due to tham ; which Sun having
fail'd in the Manner that we have ' aid, the
Fleet retr’d in Difguft, not w1t)£5ut Co. 1p1amt
of the Dithonefty of the Minifters of the Cowt
of Perfia. But what could not but exaipe-
ratc a!l honeft Men more than all, was, to
fce that the very Man, who to ruin the
Expedition to Aafeate, out of {pite to the
Prime Minifter and his Brother-in-Law, had
ftopped the Payment of the Money, fhould
have the Fiont to charge the Mifkarriage of
the Enterprize on them two.

Hr owned, that it was through his Ad-
vice that the General, after the Defeat of
Maghmud, returncd with his Troops towari's

' ghe.
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Perfian Gulph; that, as to the Spoil
hich he had made on the Lands of feveral
of the Ndbilicy, ’tis pollible that he was pro-
voked bedufec he miffed the taking of Mafcate
e want of the Sums promifud ro the Purtu-
gnefe , but “us certain that he was compett’d
to it on the other hand, by the Necetlity of
the War, and to keep the other Provinces
in Awe.  As to the March of the Army te-
wards Chiras, hetatd, © I'hat his Brother did
¢ no more in that than what became a Skil-
¢ ful General, who was wilhing to make ture
“ of the Succfs of his E xmdmon That
“ having, ~sntidered that Koftrow- Nan, the
« Df'r;rf*:}o’r Georgra, only midaanied e s,
¢« Becaufe he came too late to Caudzz/mr,
“ and «ot oll Harveft was gatlferdd 1n, he
“ was ot wilimng to be {ubjed to the fame
“ Incoyventency : That, as the Harveit did
« comv on at Canrdabar till towards the
End of Mzy, he had concerted his Mea-
“ fures to be there before that T'ime, that he
“ had therefore propofed to furprize the
¢ Rebels by pafling over the Deferts between
« Chiras and Candahar 5 that it was hisView
“ alfo, by this painful March, and by the
“ Severity of a more rigorous Climate, to
€ inure the foft and effeminate [’erﬁam to
$¢ Fatigue : But that to the End that the Ar-
* my might want no Provifions, neitherin the
¢ March, nor during the Campaign, he had
¥ amafied 2 vaft Store, with which he had
Sz “ Jadea

-
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¢« laden feveral thoutand Cdmels; thal\ he
« (the Athemat-Doulet himfelt) had fent hie-
<« three thoufand Loads of Rice at h's own Ex-
“ pence. Now to what Purpofd, iays he,
“ could he lay up fuch vaft Stores of Prg-
“ yifions, which could not be done witGuw
“ raifing the Murmurs of the People, ifthe
« Defign had been to carry the Army to I/=
“ pahan, by pafling through Provinces where
¢ there could not fail to be Provifions in
« Abundance? Was it not a hopeful Way
¢ to get the Favour of the Peoplein the Ufur-
“ pation of the Crown, to exafperate them
“ by Contributions, which ho peceflary fo-
« ever, arc always more or lefs Gifagrecable
« to the People, and cannot fail o;ﬁ%mﬁg
 them againit thofe who order then\.”

As to the Accufation againft his Prother«
in-Law, that he did not march to befieg: Magh-
(None,
“ faid he, but a mere Novice and Ignorathas
“ in military Affairs would caft it in his
“ Teeth. Don’t they know that he left the
¢ Bulk of his Army by the Side of the Gulph,
« when he went to furpiize the Rebels at
“ Kmrman 2 and would they have had him
¢ gone with the leffer Part of his Tioops,
“ which wcre already haraffed by purfuing
“ Maghmud acrefs the Deferts, to befiege
“ him, after the Harveft was over, in a Gty
« where there was plenty of every Thing,"
*“ and twice the Number of Men to defend,

« jt,

-




(245)

« it, thal he would have had to attack it ?
“ The nckt Crime they will lay to his Charge
“ will bey that after fo many bloody Defeats,
?fg many compleat Routs, and, after the

Tofs of fo many great Captams killed by
“ thet Aghvans, he thould dare to be the
“ firft to beat and put them to Fhight,

Trvus did this unfortunate Minifter vindi-
cate himiclt’ and his Brother-in-Law; and
though he did it with more Courage and
Pride, than the prfent Stuation of hus Af-
fairs iecmcd 0 compoit with, thie King, intiead
of beig Fended with hun could not for-
bearmwedping at the Misfortune of a Man
who had{ been always dear to hlm, and to

earts of his very Enemics relentcd
as it were in fpite of them, to fee the fad and
cruel State to which he was reduced, after
a long Sciies of uninterrupted Profpenty ; and
they could not refufe to pity the great Humi-
liation and Difgrace of a firft Minifter, whofe
high Situation and Fortune they had 10 long
envy’d.

Every Body did him Juftice in their
Frearts, and the King more than any: But
how could they acquit him, though they knew
h1m fo innocent and unblameable, without
condemning themfelves 7 It was, theleforc
unaboidable for him to be the V1éhm of ,that
53 unhap.
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vnhappy Maxim which has too mq‘Eh preﬁh
vail’d in the Courts of Princes, ai-‘d which
mahes it indecent for Kings, who ge impo-
fed upon every Day, to own, even after ;1'132
Injuftice is manifeft, that they were deceivid,
Moreover, what other Courfe could, the
King take with the Man who had the Key
of all the Secrcts of State ; and who, after
the cruel Outrage commiited againft him,
might think him{elf authonized to deceive
him ? How did they know but he might be
tempted to put the Piots in Execution, for
which he was punifb’d betore-hand ? And
what had they not to fear fiom a Man of his
Geniu, Capaaty, and Courage, if &om‘ghe
gave Way to his Refentments, any was at
Liberty to aét?

State Policy, therefore, requiedkfzt“::
fhould pafs for a ciiminaly both beckyfe he
had been already treated as fuch, and becatni
he might become fo.  Thercfore, though the
King was convinced of his Innocence, though
he was perfwaded, that blind as he was, he
faw more clearly into Affairs than all the
Munitters and Confidents that he had left; and
that he was ¢ven better qualified than any of
them to be firft Mitter; yet as he could not
thoroughly confide for theTime to come_ in
the Advice of a Man, whom he had treated
too ill ever to truft him. he refolved to put
him out of his Way. But though he was

under
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wfder thAt Neceflity to keep a ftiri& Guard
upon a Man to whom it might be dange-
rous to gt his full Liberty, he endeavour-
cd, however, to make his Captivity the more
fo]érab]e, by giving him the Caftle of Chiras
for h'{Prlfon with a very great Penfion. My
Memoirs do not {pecify how rich it was, but
if we may be allow’d to forma Judgment from
the Condult of Schab-Solyman, Father of
Schah-Huffein, to the two Chief Phyﬁc1 ans of
the King his Father, whom, though he
might have juftly condemned to Death, he
chofc to conte 1 fuch a Prifon as this for
their Lives, and gave them 20000 Crowns
Pepfion! 'tis reatonable to fuppotc that Schabh-
Hztﬁ“ezh- granted one much more confiderable
to a Prime Mimiter, who had always been
his Favourite, and to whom he endeavour-
ed by-all the gnod Ufage, which was con-
fittent with State Policy, to make amends, as
far as poflible, for the irrepaiable Injury he
had done him. He alfo made it his Bufi-
nefs to comfort him by fetting before his Eyes,
the unavoidable Necffity of Deftiny which
makes, as it werc, an Article of Faith in the
Mahometan Religion; fo that it may be faid,
that at the fame that he confined him to a Pri-
1gn as a Criminal, every Step he took to-
wards him, could not but convince the whole
Court, that in his Heart be thought him 1nno-
cent. This Minifter was, thercfore, conduc-
ved to Chiras, where he lived till Maghmud

S4 had
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had taken J/paban, when he was poifoned,ug
fome fay, for fear lcft the U{urper fhuld car—
ry him off, and make uf. of his C ouvnfcls
perhaps, as others fay, he broke his Heaut at
the Sight of his own Perfonal Misfoitunes, and
the Defolation of his Country. Which V‘ ay
foever he died ’tis certain that he loft hi- Life
foon after Schab- Huffesn 1oft the Crown ; and
that if'in the General Calamity of the King-
dom, he had any Perfonal Kefcntment on his
own Account, it muft be to find himfelf
fweetly revenged by the Ruin of a Mafter,
who only fell from the Throne, becaufe he
had deprived himtelf of the Afliftance of the
Miart r that wais molt able to maintainr him
upon it. He vio» the Man in all Perfia that
ma‘e the beft Appeasa ¢, and had the great-
cft Talents. He loved all Ewuropeqns in
generaly but putarty the French, to 'yhom
he endeavoured to procure the Prefer entesin
Tiadeto all the other Eurgpean Fattories: And
this he d\d, not only out of an Inclination
to tilem, but much more from a Reafon of State,
havin» a Notion that the too oreat Privileges
which Sclal Abas had granted to thofe Com-
panics were picjudicial to the Kingdom ; and
that the f3oycinment could only gain by the
Duninution and Decay of their Trade. He
was a2 Man of very regular Management
in his Affairs, and rather generous thaa
ftingy in the ufe of his great Wealth, which
he ow’d rather to his good Condu& and Oe-
conomy,
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@romy\ than to Violence and Injuftice;
The only Reproach which he {cems to de-
ferve was, for having too much exafperated
Myrr-Weis againft the Prince Georgi-Kan
Goyernor of Candabar, whofe Death may in
on:jﬁ{nfe be imputed to him. The Death
of thd Prince Koffrow-Kan, the latter’s Ne-
phew, and the Defeat of his Army, may al-
10 be afcrib’d to the Meafures which tis Mi-
nifter made ufe of to thwart an Expedition,
which it was his Intereft to hinder the Prince
from fucceeding in. For this, indeced, how
unjuft foever his Condemnation and Difgrace
were on the Part of the King his Maftei, and
his Enemies, twas very jufl on the Part of
ProMdence, which in the Difpenfation of its
Juftice .o Mankind generally makes ufc of the
Injuﬁiczr' of fome, to punith the Injuftice of
others.
, Tur fame Political Maxim which had
forced the King to facrifice his Minitter, as
innocent as he knew him to be, obliged him
to diffemble his Defigns to the two Informers,
who had fo bafely mmpofed on him.  They
urg’d in Excufe the extraordinary Zeal with
which they had been tranfported upon an
Occafion wherein they thought the King’s
Life in peril. ’Tis very true that if this
Prifice had pleafed, as he might eafily have
dond, and as the Arhemat-Doulet had hinted
te him, to have traced that fatal Letter, which
had been made ufe of to deceive him, he
would
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would foon have found, that a Zealﬁ'or his
Perfon was a mere Pretence, in an Iatrigue,
where the only Plot was that which was form-
ed againft his Minifter ; but hethought it was
dangerous for him to dive i1to a Myﬁc/ ,
where hewas afraid of finding Criminals wofe
Number and Weight might have c/ufhed
him : Being fo abandond to his Eunuchs,
that they had his Life in their Hands, he
chofe rather to huth the Affair than, by
feeming to miftruft them, to create a Jea-
louty in them, of which he might be a Vic-
tim. Thercfore he accepted of the Excufes
made by the two Authors of the Calumny ;
fo that, Thanks to the Maxim which wagal-
ways obferved in Favour of Informery; v2z.
That ro require too much Circumfpeition of
them, by making them anfwerable for the
Fadts which they relare, wonld be to defpat
the Ends of thewr Inquiry and Vigilance 5 and
that no Body bereafter would venture to grve
Advice to Princes in a real Danger, if a
Man muft be found guslty for having taken
a falfe Alarm, they came off with a Repri-
mand, in which tho’ their Miftake was blamed,

their Attention and Zeal was commended.
But nothing was a better Demonttration
how much they were convinced of the Firft.
M:nifter’s Innocence, than the Carriage to-
wards all thofe who under the Denomination
of Kindred, Friends, or Creatures, were ar-
refted with him, and involved in his Dif-
I grace,
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gracc.  All were fet at Liberty, and fent
home without any other Examination ; and
if any were detain’d at Ifpaban, it was only
from a neceffary Precaution againft what a
jufy Refentment might put them upon attempt-
\ing\thc Country. All i general were re-
ftor’d Yo their Eftates , but as it migh: not be
{afe to truft the Guard of tie Piovinces to
Peifons that had been 1o il ufed, thole who
had been removed fiom their Governments
were not reftored; except a fmall Nuniber,
who, by Reafoa oi the Sccurities they gave
of their Fidelity, or by the good Offices of
their Friends; had Credit enough to be fully
reinftated ta thar Pofts,

B though the Perfecution againft thofe
who adhcered to the Pume Minifter was at
firft {o general, yet two were exceyted out of
it, who werce very ncarly iclated to him in
Quality of his Sons-in-Law. They were two
Noblemen of the Family of the Piinces of
Georgia.  'The one was called Kullar- Aghafi,
Brother to him who a&ually held the Princi-
pality of Georgia ; and the other was Mach-
met-Kuly Kan, Prince of Kachet 1 the {ame
Georgra. They were both at Court in the
Time of the Difgrace of the /Itbematﬂ)oulet,
their Father-in-Law ; but their Fldellty to
the King and the Government was {o efta.
blifhed, that they were fecured againft all
Manner of Sufpicton. Therefore while thofe
who had any particular Relation with their

Father-
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Father-in-Law were imprifoned everyf where,
neither their Perfons nor Eftates were touch’d,
And though the Eftates of the Prime Mini-
frer were forfeited, they had fo much Regard
for the Sons-in-Law, that they fequefter:d
the Part which was to come to them for *lieir
Wives Dowry, which was all paid them.
As to the General Luft- Ali- Kan, Brother-
in-Law to the Athemar-Dounlet, who was
taken up at Chiras, as we have obferved ;
though at the Time that he was brought to
Court, the Prejudices on Account of the pre-
tended Confpiracy were vanithed, yet he was
not treated near fo kindly as that Minifter’s
two Sons-in-Law : But then he was ufed rot
fo much like a Criminal, as like a Magthey
were afraid would become fo, and whom
they would, therefore, difable from being tuch.
Indeed they deprived him, with fome Colour
of Juftice, of all that he had plundered in the
Province dunng his laft Campaign; but they
did not touch his Eftate of Inhentance, which
was referved entire to his Family. A for
hir, they detained him at I/paban, under a
geateel Guard, without any Mark of Scan-
dal, that could ftick either upon him or his
Family, and only to be fafe againft the Con-
fequences of the Refentment of 2 Man whe
was only fufpccted, becaufe he had met with
ill [rcatment enough to provoke him to be a
Malecontent.  But notwithftanding the In-
juftice which had been done him, he fhew’d:
plainty
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plainly afterwards, that he was always more
difpofed to forget Outrages than his Duty.
Nor was it from any Difguft that he refu-
fed to command the Troops, as he was im-
portuned to do at the Time that I/pahan be-
gay to be prefled with the Famine, but mere-
ig‘q,ihe faid himfelf in Jufhfication of his
cfufal, becaufe with the few Troops that
remamed, he faw plainly that there was no
Good to be done with the Aghvans ; and that
in the mean Time, if, while he did his beft,
the leaft Thing fhould happen to check him,
the Sufpicions of what was paft would caufe
it to be imputed to him as a Crime. His
Excufes were at that Time taken for a mere
Pregext to cover that {ecret Difguft which
h’mﬁﬁ% htis from Aé&ton , but his Conduét
when Maghmud was Mafter of I/paban, plain-
1y fhew’d the Candor of his Proceeding, and
the Uprightnefs of his Intentions. As this
Uflurper had icained, at his own Expence,
what he was capable of doing, he left no
Stone unturn’d to make him his Friend, and
he thought chat Luft- Al-Karn would be the
more pliable, becaufc he did not doubt that
this Nobleman would prefer the Friendihip
of a new King, who heap’d Wealth and
Honour upon him, before that of an unjuft and
dethroned King, who had abufed him in both
thefe Refpefts. But though, as foon as he
entered I/paban, his very firft Care was to
fend for him to come to him, to give him
all
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all the Marks of Favour and Diftin@tien that
were mott likely to win him, to r#ife him
to ncw Honours, to load him with Favours
of all kind ; and though he every Day im-
proved his kind Treatment of him, he could
never gan him to the Prejudice of whathe
thougit his Duty to the Royal Tanxllv«xfand
Schab- Huffern had the Mortification to {ee that
this fame Man, whom he was {o weak as to
fufpect of Txed{‘on) could not refolve with
himfc!f to abandon him, whcn 1t had been
pardonable for him to have done 1t, and
notwithftanding the Example he had firft
fhewn him, by abandoning himfelf. Lafr- Als-
Kan, who nught have lived peaceably at
pralmn efteem’d and valued by him shat
was the Matter there, and who deshanded
no other Complaifance of him, but to receive
his Favours, and to take thun in good Part,
would not fo much as give himfelt Time to
ftay till fome fair Opportunity offered to
ferve his old Mafters. Notwithftanding all
the Favours which the new King heaped
upon him, all his Care was to get out of
his Way ; for which at laft he found an
Opportunity, and with the Rifque of eve-
ry Thing, laid hold of it to go and jon
the Prince Thamas, Son of Schibh.Huffeim,
with whom he had a Son already ; and who
with a_handful of Troops ftill kept up the
remaining Hopes of the Royal Family in one

Corner of Perfia.
No-



(259)

NorHING is a better Proof of the high
Idea which the Aghvans had conceived of
the Abilities of this great Captain, than their
Confteination ar his Efcape.

Frowm the very fuit Sufpicion they had of
hity they were {o uneafy and alarmed, asif
{hehought themfclves ruin’d.  Andreally,
confidering the Notion they had, which
was not without Foundation, that if a Gene-
ral of his Mcut and Expaience was at the
Head of Prince Themas’ Party, his Reputa-
tion would foon make him confiderable, and
he would come himfelf €’rc long to attack
them in /paban, and to ditve them out as
he had doue two Years before from Kerman,
theyg fpared neither Menaces nor Promiics to
detgh(un. Stii¢t Search was made for him
i\xil]\.gll/thc Houles of Ifpaban, which was
thrcaten’d with Fire and Sword, if 1t thould
apgcar that anv Inhabitants had concealed
him; the greatcft Rewards were promifed to
any who fhould difcover them @ In fhort, eve-
1y Thing was in Dulotder and Tumult among
the Agbvans, when Advice came that he
was difcovered and apprehended at Bew-Ifpa-
ban, a grcat Town in the Neighbourhood of
the Capital, and that they were carrying him
to Maghmud. This Barbarian was 1o cnrag-
ed, becaufe of the Trouble his Efcape had
putghim to, that the Moment he faw him,
he rufh’d wpon him with: Fury, and cut him
to Picces with his Sword. One may judge

o
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of the Fright he had been in at thts Gene,
ral’s Efcape by the Obligation he profefs’y
to the Inhabitants of Bew-Ifpaban, for havin

deliverd him up. As they had given him
more Trouble than any City of Perfiz ; and
as they had defeated feveral Bodies offt his
Troops during the Siege of I(paban, heneve:
could be hcartily reconciled te them ; and
though he was all along very ftri& in obfer-
ving the Conditions upon which they fub-
mitted to him, yet it was plain that he re-
member’d old Scores, and only waited for an
Opportunity to be revenged. But the Ser-
vice which they had now done him, in deli-
vering up the only Man in Perfia to him
that he beliv’d capable of driving him~out
of a Throne, upon which he never _Iﬁlought
himfelf well eftablifhed, fo long as 1e had
fuch an Enemy before his Eyes, feemed of
fuch great Importance to him, that it can-
cell’d all the Prejudices which he had till then
entertained agamnft the Inhabitants of Ben-
Ifpaban ; and he looked upon them after-
wards as Perfons who were Proof againft all
Temptations. He imagin’d that, after an Ac-
tion of fuch Noife and Importance, by which
they had render’d themfelves irreconcileable
with their old Mafters, he might hereafter
depend upon them as much as upon the Agb-
vans themielves, and he gave them the moft

authentick Marks of his Gratitude, and even
of
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of hisConfidence by the Privileges of all Kinds,
of which he was lavifh to them.

WHaT I have juft now related of the Death
of the General Luft Ale-Kan, did not hap-
pen till towards the Clofe of 1722, and af-
tero, Schab- Huffein’s Dethronement 5 but it
Was rgeeffary to anticipate Events a little,
that the Reader might have all the Sart faction
that he could defire, with regard to the Fate
of this Great Man, whofe Difgrace; as well
as that of the Prime Minifter, his Brother-in-
Law, ought to be looked upon as the Epo-
rha of the firft Blow that theok the Thione
of Schab-Huffein, as we fhall fhew hereut-
ter.

" Inas in November, 1720. that the Gene-
ral wasyapprehended at Chiras, juit as he

s o'the March to befiege Candahar. His
Army which encamped round Cheras, and
which only waited for his Orders to decamp,
no fooner heard that he was apprehended as
a2 Malefattor for High-Treafon, and cairied
under a ftrong Guard to Court, but ever
one fearing to be involved in his Difgrace,
that they fhould be called to account for the
Violences committed in the Perfian Gulph,
and the neighbouring Provinces, and that they
thould be rcbbed of the Booty they had
brought away, took care to fhift for themtelves
as faft as poflible ; fo that this Army, which
was one of the fineft that had been on Foot

T in
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in Perflz for a long Time, was difpesfed in
a Moment.

Tr1s was what thofe who governed at Court]
forefaw plain enough, if they did not con-
tribute to it by giving the Alarm to theTroo
of the Search which was threaten'd to be
among them, for having plundered the
vinces. “Tis certain that they were veryea
at Court at the difperfing of this Army, onone
hand, becaufe they were afraid it would take
Revenge for the Affront put upon their Ge-
neral, who was very dear to them, or left
the Spirit of Rebellion fthould creep in among
them, and blow up a Flame in the State ; and
on the other hand, becaufe AffairstookaTurn
which made it probable they had no )nger
need of them.

A~ indeed it feemed they had’ .;othmp‘
to fear, neither from the Le/grans, nor Magb—
mud. For the latter fince his Defeat was
afraid to ftir outof Candabar; and there altu-
ally went Reports that the Ag/wam being
alarmed, and mortify’d at this firtt Shock, and
not caring to expole themfelves to a fecond
which would deftroy them without Remedy,
defired nothing better than to enter into an
Accommodation. As for the Lefgians, who
were threaten’d with a {peedy lrruption by
Vachtanga, Prince of Georgia, and who ,had
no other Means to lay the Storm, than by
making their Peace with"the King of Terﬁa_,
to whom Pachtanga was Vaffal, they defiréd
it with folded Hands, and fparcd no Soli-

mraﬂnnn



. (263 )

tations nor Submiflion to prevail with the
Eourt to proteét them from the Refentment
of a Prince, by whom they faw themfelves
ready to be cruthed to Pieces.  And as this is
the firft Time of his Appearance upon the
i(age, it will not be improper to give the

ecadeg atrue Account of him, and of what
gave Occafion to the Incurfion that he was
preparing to make againft the Lefgrans.

AFTER the Death ot Koffrow- Kan, Prince
of Georgia, who was killed, as has been faid,
in his tirft Expedition againit Alyr»-Weis,
Vachtanga, as Eldeft of the furviving Princes,
ought to have fucceeded him.  But becaufe he
could not do it without changing his Religion,

he e rather to renounce his Right and
Title. Xhat Brother who followed him, be-
1 cady Patriarch of Georgua, offered to

turn Muffulman, and to take a Wife, by quit-
ting the Patriarchat for the Principality. But
their Father, who was Divan-Beg, or Chief
Juftice at Ifpaban, did not approve of the Pa-
triarch’s Thought, and, notwithftanding he
was fuch a ftaunch Muflulman himfelf,
looked upon it as a Temptation, of which
he found Means to cure him, by a great
Number of Baftinadoes on the Soles of his
Feet, by which he confirmed him in his Pa-
triarchat®. Mecan Time, a third Brother who
was ot under the fame Engagements as the

T2 fecond,

* T ju;l shas be dd afterwards 4 Roman Catholuk.
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fecond, turned Muhometan, and was made
Prince ot Georgia. As for /Mbtanga the
Court was fo difgufted with his Denial,
that they bantfhed him to Kirman. But at
length, when a few Years weie expired, the
Tediouinets of his Exile prevailed on him, and
senderca him moie pliable to the Sohutationg
and great Promsles that were made to engage
him to take the Tusban , and as foon as this
was done, he had ail the Rights of Piumo-
geniture Teftored to himy, and was inualled
Prince of Gevrgra.

WheN he was arnived at Tefles, which is
the Capital of tue Country, and had heard,
and paitly feen with his own Eyes, the
horiid Ravages which the Lefgzans had made
on his La.ds, he refolved on fuch Bcvengc,
as thould for ever put it out of thei Powex
to attempt the hke again, and which might
ferve for a Warning to his Neighbours. With
this Defign, therefore, he called together all
the Nobtlity of his Dominions, and having
ordered all his Vaffuls that were hit to bear
Arms, to come and join him at Tefls, he
formed an Army therewith of fixty thonfand
Men.  In getting them together, and in ma-
king the other neccffary Preparations for his
Expedition, he fpent the laft Months of the
Year 1519, which was the Year of his'Re-
turn, and the firft Months of the Year

1720.
7 Hz
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H: was in a Condition to open the Cam<
paign about the End of the Spring. But as
his Defign was more upon their Perfons, than
upon their Country, whofe Poverty fecured
it, it was to no Purpoft for him to hurry himtelf
te Action. He knew that ’twas their Cuftom
to leave the Piains about the Beginning of
Summer, and to retire with thetn Flocks to the
inacceflible Parts of Mount Cancafus, where
they are fute to find a Shelter agamnft the
Heats of the Seafon, which in the Fields are
not tolerable.  Theicfore he 1clolved to take
Time till the Cold of the Autumn and Win«
ter drove them from Mount Caucafis, where
’tis very fevere, and obliged them to come
dowsg again into the Plains, where he depend-
ed onhaving them at his Mercy.

JYWh:N the Lefgrans faw his Manner of
proceeding, they imagined that they were
undone without Remedy, if they did not
find Mecans to ward off the Blow: And as
nothing but the Authority of the King of
Perfia, could hold the Arm which they faw
lifted up over their Heads, they were under
an indifpenfable Neceflity of having Recourfe
toit. Mean Time, as it was already the
Month of December betore they received the
News that the Court of Perfia had com-
plied with their Submiffion, they kne®% not
what Courfe to fieer. To quit Mount Cax-
cafus, and to come down into the Plains, was
to abandon themfelves to the Georgrans. To

T3 fay
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ftay upon that Mountain in the Winter Time,
was the Way to perith, And accordingly
feven hundred Families of thofe, who in their
Lerror at the Approach of the Georgians
were fo obftinate as to ftay upon Mount
Caucafiss, were buried in the Snows, which
was a Lofs of near feventy thoufand- Men
to the Nation, each Family confifting gene-
rally of about an hundred Perfons.

Tuey were in this cruel Dilemma, when,
happy for them, though unhappy for Schah-
Huffen, they were delivered out of it by
the two very Informers, who had lately ruin.
ed the Prime Minifter; and who, on this Oc-
calion, made the King commit a fecond Blun-~
der. as prejudicial to him as the formegs~and
to which he ought partly to afcribe she Lofs
of his Crown.

T 1e formidable Army, which the Prince
of Georgia had on Foot, was as terrifying,
to the Chief Phyfician Hekim-Bafzi, and
to the Chief Moullah, or Chaplain to the
King, as it wasto the Lefgzans. One of the
Sons of the degraded Arhemat-Doulet, was
Brother to the Prince of Georgzas and as
People confcious of their own Guilt are al-
wavs under Terror, and imagine that every
Thing they do, tends direétly to the Punith-
ment of their Crimes, they imagined that che
Prince Vachtanga would no fooner do bémn-
felf Juftice upon the Lefgeans, but that he
would put himfelf at the Head of fixty tl}o#d-

a
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fand good Soldiers, and might be tempted to
come and demand Satisfaltion of the King
for the Injuftice that had been done to the
Prime Minifter, and to force him at leaft to
give up the two Informers to him, that had been
the Caufe of hisRuin.
~ Bringc alarm’d in this Refped, they
frighten’d the King yet morein another. Not-
withftanding all the Convi&tion which
Sthah-Huffein had of the Innocence of his
Prime Minifter, and of the Knavery of his
two Confidents, his Weaknefs, and a long
Acquaintance, which isa fatal Rock to Princes,
permitted them to regain the Afcendant,
which they always had over him. They
improved it by making him jealous of Prince
Va%g{qa’s Undertaking, by reprefenting to
him, th this Expedition, wherein the Prince
féem’d to aim only at the Lefg:ans, concern-
ed his Majefty as much, or more than the
Lefgians themfelves ; that with the powerful
Army, at the Head of which he marched
againft thofe Barbarians, he would fvon
reduce them; and that after having taken
their Country, which Borders upon Mu/éo-
vy, he would be very well able, with
the Reinforcements he would get from the
Mufiovites, to moleft and attack Perfia,
whenever he pleafed : That there was a very
slain Method to prevent, and to defeat his

rojets; that the oniy Thing that needed to

be done, was to grant Peace to the Lefgrans,
T4 w0no
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who had folicited it for along Time, with the
utmoft Intreaty ; and, in ccnfequence therea
of, to fend a pofitive Order to the Prince of
Georgia, to difaim, and to ictire Home ;
that by doing {o, he would gain the Lefs
geans, who would only be obliged for their
Safcty upon this Occafion, to the King’s
Goodnefs and Clemency ; and that even tho’
they fhould be ungrateful enough to forget
their Obligation to his Majefty, for having
preferved them from imminent and rtotal
Ruin, yetthe Fear of being abandon’d to the
Dufcretion of the Prince of Georgia, upon
the arit [nfurrection they thould make, would
retain them in their Duty : That the Prince
of Georgia, on his Part, having no lgnger
a Pretext to take Arms, would L€ very
quict on this Fionticr ; and that the Jealoufy
and Diffidence between the Georgians and
Lefoians would keep them both in a Sub-
miflion, which would free the Court from all
Uncafinefs upon their Account.

Tue Advicc was approved ; and as the
Affair was prelling, and they knew that the
Prince Vachranga was already on the March,
a Cowier was lent inftantly to carry him the
King’s Orders, which were not only pofi
tive, but fo lofty, that it feem’d he affeited to
ticat him without any Decorum. In fhott,
the Order faid, That if he had taken Hoxfe
for the Expedition, he muft difmount that
dnftant ; chat if he was adually purfuing
the Lefjuans, e muft fop that Moment
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hat if he had drawn his Sword he mult
immcdiately fheath it; and that he muft take
great Care of difturbing the Peace, which it
had pleafed the King to grant to that Nation.
*T'1s more eafy to imagine, than to ex=
prels how much the Prince Pachranga was
eprageq at an Oider {o imperious and unfea-
fonaple. He was provoked to fec certain
Victery fnatch’d out of his Hands ; and that
he fhouid be brav’d infich a haughty Manner
in the Sight of thole very Barbarians, that
he was ready to crufh to Pieces. It was thought
that in his Vexation he would have gone fare
ther, notwithftanding the Orders of the Court,
if he could have been fure of the chief Lords
of hiaNobility , whofe Troops made great
Part'of B Army ; but miftrufting that the
Court Had gain’d them; and feaiing to be
abandoned by them, as the Prince Georgi-
Kan formerly was, if he contraven’d the
King’s Orders, he took the only Courfe
he had to take, which was to declare that
he would obey. He made the Dcclaration,
indeed, but in a Manner that was tiuly wor-
thy of his great Soul ; for having fent for
the Couier, which had brought him the Or-
der, he drew his Sword before him, and point-
ing him to it, made an Oath that he would
nevty draw it for the Service of the King,
or the Defence of Perfia, an Oath which he
abferved afterwards too religioufly, to the
great Prejudice of the King and Kingdom,
as ‘will appear hereafter. He retired after
this
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this Declaration, and carried back his Army,
which raged with Indignation to fee that, af-
ter all the Ravages which the Lefgians had
made in Georgra, they fhould efcape out of
their Hands, juft as they were on the Point
of facrificing them to their Vengeance. There-
fore they conceived from that Time fpch ap
indifferent Opinion of Perfia, that they ne-
ver were reconciled to it afterwards. Asto
the Prince Vachtanga he took Care to fecure
his Frontiers againtt the Excurfions of the
Lefgians.  After which he fhut himfelf up
at Jeflis, refolved to have nothing at all to
do with Pe7 fea, and not to bear Arms, unlefs
he was attacked himfelf. All this pafs’d about
the End of the Year 1720. and ngt long
after the Difgrace of the Atbem/gﬁ‘%oulet,
which happen’d, as we have faid,'in ‘Novem-
ber the lame Year.

A.1eR what the Court of Per/fiz had late-
ly done in Favour of the Lefgzans, whom
they had pieferv’d from total Deftruction, they
expetted a great Calm on the Side of that
Frontier; and ’tis certain that they had all
the Reafon to expedt it, if they could depend
on the Gratitude and Oaths of thofe Barba-
rians. But they were Bonds too weak to ftop
a fierce Natton, accuftomed to live by Rob-
bety, and not to be aw’d by any Thing lefs
tha. the Fear of a fuperior Power, This Peace
which they had folicited with the greateft
Earneftnefs, and which they had, as we may

1 fay,
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fay, begg’d on their very Knees, fubfifted rio
Jonger on their Part, than till they could re-
cover from their paft Fright, Tt fcarce laft-
ed three or four Months, and they fpent Part
of the Time in making Preparations for the
Campaign, as foon as the Seafon fhould per-
pit.  For, as foon as they faw that the Geor-
gian Army was retired, and that after the
Oath which the Prince of Georgia had ta-
ken never to draw the Sword for the Service
of Perfia, they had nothing to fear frcm
him, as long as they did not touch his Fron-
jers, they refolved to fall upon the Provin-
Ses of Perfiz which they bordered upon, and
which the Court, from a too great Confidence
aith of a Treaty they had wheedled
had left abfolately unprovided of
Forces. y wanted nothing but a Pretext
to break the Peace, which they had juft con-

luded ; and they fought for one that might
‘ntereft the whole Nation, and oblige even
thofe who before had kept fair with Per-
fia, to take Arms in their Quarrel. The
Difgrace of the Athemat-Doulet, whofe
Eyes had been put out, and who was con-
fined in Per fiz for the Remainder of his Days,
after his Eftate was forfeited, feem’d to them
very likely to produce the Effeé&t which they

ro .
P ‘PHis Minifter, as has been obferved before,
was originally of their Nation, and even
of the Blood of their Kings. They pretend-

ed,
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dity to make any Refitance. THMLafGians
fpread themfelves every where, like & '} artent
which nothing can refift : They plundé@l few
veral very confiderable Towns, and particie
larly S=zamach: : And, after having cut it
Picges fome Troops that were rallicd toge-
tper to oppofe their Excurfions and Ravages,
fey fell upon the Piovince of Szyrwan,
ne of the richeft in Perfiz, which they
foon reduced to be one of the pooicit, by
their plundering it without Meicy.
I1 wasat the fame Time that the City of
anuris, which was the gieateft, and moft fa-
Aous of Perfir, next to Ifpahan, and which
is alfo comprtied in the Frovince of Szyr-
wan, was deftroy’d by an Earthquake, where-
1Ml thoufand Souls perithed.  This
CalamuyNadded to the Scouige of War,
occafioned a My great Confternation through
all Pesfre. But what moft fighiened Ifpa-
fhan, was, a Phanomcnon that appear’d there
in the A, duing the 8 mmer of 1721.
The Clouds beiug at that Time very thick,
the Sun appeared through them of a Biood
Colour, which latted ncar two Months. The
Aftrologers of Perfia biing confulted upon
i, declared that 1t was an Omen of a great
Effufion of Bloud ; and, as they are very
much heard in that Country, the Acaount
which they gave of the Phznomenon, on-
ly ferved to augment the Confternation, which
was more vifibleatCourt, than etfe where. Eve.
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ry Body f€em”d to have a fecret Foreboding
of the Calamities that were foon to arrive : But
this Apprchenfion, inftead of awaking the
King and his Minifters; by rouzing them out
of the profound Lethargy which they feem’d
to be buried in; and initead of animating
them to make any extracrdinary Effort tw
prevent the Misfortunes, with which they
were threaten’d on all Sides ; only made them
fullen and heartlefs, like People that feean
Evil coming over their Heads, which they
have no Strength nor Means to avoid. The
Inaction and the Weaknefs of the Court by
this general Difcouragement was what reviv’c,
the Hopes of Myrr-Maghmud, and gave him
an Opportunity to verity the Prefages. and
Predidtions which the Stars and St>¥Gszets
had foretold in vain,if the Perfie¥s had had
but the Courage to have taket’ the neceflary
Meafures to divert the Effeéts of them. This
is what [ am going to explain in the Sequel
of this Hiftory, in which it will appear that
never was there a cheaper Conqueit of fo great
a Kingdom; that the Conquerors never dream’d
of any fuch Thing; and that they had notde-
termined at laft to undertake it, if they had
not thought the Succefs fure, and found it eve-
ry Day more prafticable, thc farther they ad-
vanc'd

The End of the Firft Volume.
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