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THE

HISTORY

Of the LAaTE

Revolutions in Perfa.

PART IL

g,, Trr-Maghmud andthe 4y hvans were
W never {0 near Ruin, av when they
B underftood that General Luft-Als-
BAC. 20N K gz was at the Head of his Troops
in the Neidhbourhood of Chiras, and ready
for a March'to lay Siege to Candabap, This
Army ftruck the greater Terror into the Re-
bels, for that Part of it only had forced them
in a City they had taken, and routed them
with the Lofs of all their Baggage. They
found they had to do with an able exparienc’d
Ggneral, who did not make War like a
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Knight Errant, and who before he began his
March for fanda/mr, had fo well mana(rd his
Matters, both as t¢ Time aad the nccc’laly
Provifions, that ‘rwas almoft impoflible for
him not to fuccced. They were informed
that this General would be before Candabar
while the Harveft was yet danding, which
would be a great Prejudice to them ; and that
he was fo well provided with all Sorts of Ne-
ccflaries, that he could {ubfii lis Army for
feveral Months togethct. «

All thefc Confidcrations, and the Profpe&t
¢1 approaching Miferies, which feemed inevi-
table, had ftruck fuch a Terror into Candabar,
that all Mcens Mmds were bent to Peace.  To
forward this, the Pcople were toid what
Myrr-Weis faid at his Death, which was, That
in cafc the Perfians continued to larrafs
them, they fhould make Peace on any Con-
dition whatever. The wilelt Part of the Na-
tion, who confented to the Revolr agamnft
their Wills, being hurried 1nto 1t by the
Multitudc, and who lik’d it thc lcis, for that
they faw ittended only to the Advancement of
a particular Family, weie for tak ng hold of
this Opportumt), and faid alouu, That they
wwre nUw juft in thar Situation which Myrr-
Hess Limfclf, Author of the Rebellion, had
mark’d out for them to put an end to this Af-
fair by a good Agrecment.

This was talk'd with the more Liber-
ty, for that Myrr-Maghmud having loft

CeEdit
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Ctedit by his Defcat, and being embarray’d
with a Siege he was about to fuftain, dwft but
taintly oppolc it. It mage great Imp:eflion
on the People, who {oon come to themiclves
when they begin to be afrad.  "Tis indifpu-
table, thar if Luft-zﬂz -Kan had arrived with
his Army before Candabar, the Cuy would
not have ftay’d till the laft Extremity before
it talk’d of an Accommodation, and that
it would have fubmitted with the whole Pro-
vince before the End of the Campaign. But
Schabh Huffeiw's evil Deftiny pur him upon
ruining himfelf in an Enterprize which would
have eftablithed him on his Thronc. Dy
hearkening to the Calumnies of two Trai-
tors, who deftroyed the firft Muimnifter, and
General Luft-Al-Kan, Le deprived himfelf
of the Counlcls and Afliftance of the two moft
able Men 1n his Kingdom, each in their
Way.

When Myrr-Maghmud heard the firange
Tragedy that had been atted in the Court of
Perfiz, the Difgrace and Imprifonment of
the General, the only once of all the Perfian
Captains of \whom hc was afraid 5 the Du-
perfion of the Army, and the.Waite of
all the grear Preparations that had been made
with fo much Care and Expence for the Siege
of Candabhar ; and faw that by the Impru-
dence even of thofe who were moft interefted
in his Deftruétion, he found himtelf deliverd
frem the greateft and' moft prefling Danger

B2 he
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he had ever been in: he pafs'd all at once
from the utmoft Difquict and Defpair to the
moft perfet Sccurjty, and the moff flatrering
Hopes. He then refum’d an Air of Com-
mand in Candabar, and foon effac’d the Im-
preflions of Fear and Difcouragement, which
the approaching Arrwal of a formidable Ar-
my, and the Threat of a Siege that could not
but bc fatal to them, had imprinted on the
Minds of the People fomg Months paft.  And
as the firlt Part of the Counfel of the late
Myrr-Weis his Tather had been made ufe of
to incline their Minds to Peace and Recon-
ciliation, fo he ufed the fecond to fiir them
up to undertake every thing againit Perfa.
He therefore reprefented to them, by himfelf
and his Partifans, that they were juft then 1n
the Situation mark’d out by the late Myrr-
Weis, for them to attack thc Perfians even
in Ifpaban. That they had nothing to fear
from the Court, who had done themielves
more Milchief than their greateft Enemies
could do them. That they could not 1n a
long time get {fuch an Army twcthcr which
thcy had lately rmn’d by therr 4wn 11l Con.
dutt; and tho’ they could mufter fuch an Army,
they would never find a General of the Ge-
nius and Capacity of him whom they had
lately difcarded. That they had no Troops but
what were broken caes,.and no Captains but
what wantcd Experience; and they could
now only oppofe them with fuch Armies,

4 a§
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as for thefe ten or twelve Years paft they
had always beaten and put to flight.

This and the like Difgourfes (pread among
the Pcople with Dexterity, made the more
Iively Impreflions upon them, becaufe the
pititul Conduét of the Court of Perfiz, whete
fo great was the Trouble, that no good Or.
der was taken for any thing, gave them new
Strength. However, Time was neceflary for
them to recover themfelves after fo great a
Confternation of the Pcople terrify’d with
their Danger.  Whereupon AMyrr-Maghmud
rcfolved to thut himfelf in Candabar during the
Year 1721, and to make it his Bufinefs to put
lumfelf in a Condition to defend the City
refolutely 1n cafc he was attack'd. In the
mean while he would obferve what Turn Af-
fairs would take 1n the Court of Perfia, that
he might form Refolutions according to E-
vents and Conjunctures.

He fpent all the Winter in providing the
Place with all Sorts of Neceflaries. In the
Beginning of the Spring, a Rumour of the
Irruption ofs'the Lefgzans in Szyrwan, and
the neightpuring Provinces, drew his Atten-
tion that way ; and thence he had his Eye on
the Court of Perfia, to fec what Effortsthey
would make to defend the Frontiers. But
when he faw them let the Spring, and the
greateft Part of the Summer pafs without
fhewing any Vigor againft the Barbarians ;

B3 That
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That they feem’'d no more concern’'d at
the Ravage of their faireft Provinces, than if
they did not belong to thc Crown; when
he underflood by his Spics and Correfpon-
dents 1n the Court itfclf, that they were in a
moft ftupid Dejcéticn, and lamented their
Misfortune without knowing how to remedy
it; chat thcy were in want of cvery thing;
that ey had no other Troops to adt, nor
Mor.y to raife them, and no skilful Gene-
rals to command them; that every one wou'd
excuic ihemfelves, and avoid ferving at a
Conjunflure, where nothing but Dithonour
could be acqur'd, and when cven, if there
was any Hope lctt of doing fome geod, the
Example of Luft-Al:- Kan fhewed that it
was more dangcrous to fucceed than ro mif-
carry ; that the King fhue up, and, asit were,
fwallowed up in the Luxury of his Heram,
where he endeavoured to thake off all T houghts
of his Affaus, and would not hear talk of
them, thinking to keep from him the Evils
which threatned him, by concealing them to
himfclf, or making as if he dM. not know
them 5 that every thing was at thé Difcretion
of tome Confidents and Eunuchs, Men
without Genius, Knowledge, Fxperience, and
gs much opposd by the Publick for their In-
capacity, as they were hated for their Pride
and their Avance ; and thag in fine, there was
no Underftanding in the King, no Zeal in the
Grandees, no Trufl in the People, no Help in

the
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the Miniftry ; he imagin’d, that in o gene-
ral a Diforder, wherein all the Parts of the
Monarchy began to be fhaken, and the Pro-
vinces were abandon’d to the firft Invader,
it wou'd be his own Fault, if he did not come
in for a Share of the Wreck of this Empire,
and feize on the Provinces that wete near his
own, and commodious for his Govern-
ment; and afterwards pufh his Fortune as
far as it would go. He flattered himfclf, he
thould meet with the lefs Obftru¢tion, for that
the Prince of Georgza had taken an Oath ne-
ver to draw Sword 1 the Sexvice of Perfiz 5
and he nced not fear mecting Georgran Troops
in his Way, which he thought the only ones
that could thwarr lus Defigns.

Upon this he drew his Plan, which was to
begin with the City of Kzrman, to feize ir,
and make it a Place of Arms : From whence
he might advance nto the Heart of Perfia.
But this Enterprize being more than an Ex-
curfion, required grear Forces, and Prepara-
tions to fucceed 1n 1t : He employed thereft
of the Sugafher, all the Autumn, and even
the Bcginc:;; of the Spring, in affembling
a powerful Army, and providing Neceflaries
for 1t. He fo well concerted his Meafures, that
in December 1721, he found he had a nu-
merous Army on foot, well fupply’d with
every thing, and ready to undertake whatever
he would have them. He left his clder Bro-
gher in Capdabar to command there in his

B4 Abfence,
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Abfence, and fend him the Succours and Re.
cruits he wanted ; and marched himfelf at the
Head of his Army towaras Kirman, before
which City he arnved in Fanuary 1722.

We muft not proceced further in this Ex-
pedition of Maghmad's, ull we have confidered
the Number of his Forces at his Departure
from Candabar. This is a Point upon which
’t1s incredible how many different Conjclturcs
there are, and what appears mott aftemfhing in
it 15, that cven thofe who % crc wn [fpaban du-
ring the Sicge, ate almoft as far fiom theTruth,
as tholc who lwing out of Perfra couw’d not
judge but by common Reports, and the Re-

utation of Aaghmud s Explos.

As the City of Ifpaban is the moft famous
in the £aff, and cxceeds Conflanrmople in
Bignefs, Populoufnels, Magnificcnce of Build-
ings, and Riches: When 1t was faid that the
Aghvans had made themfelves Mafters of 1,
atter having defeated the Perfians in rwelve
fet Battels, a Circumftauce very remote from
the Truth, and had compelled the King to
furrender himiclf a Prifoncr a-, Difcretion ;
one had a Conception of Maghm d as ano-
ther Tamerlane, who drew atter Tum an Ar-
my of feveral Hundred thoufand Mcn, and
ravaged the Nations Iike a lorrent, which
nothing cou'd refift 5 infomuch that the Turks
were alarm’d in the Extremity of Egypt. As
to the twelve fet Battcls, they are reduced to
onc inconfiderable Battcl, and two or three

Combats
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Combats of four or five thoufand Men. The
reft were nothing but Skirmufhes of two or
three Troops of I—Im(c at the moft. Burt as
Renown magnifics Objelts, and one judges
of the Re(xﬂancc ?er/"d made, more by the
Grandeur fhe was formerly 1n, than by the
Weakneis and Annihilation into which fhe
fell during the Ragn of Schah Huffen, one
could not but prifume the maft needs have
becn overwhelmed by a ternble Inundation
of Barbarians. *

On the other hand, the Ewropeans who
were in Ifpahan 1n the Time of the Siege,
and had Opportunitics to obferve the Canip
of the Aghvans with their* Spying-Glafies,
could not ducosver above 14000 Men . Nay,
fome have funk fo low as 8ooo i their Cal-
culations ; which 1s not Iikcly to be true, as
to ather of the two Numbers; {for how
could onc of the greateft Cities in the World,
as Ifpaban 15, be fhur up by fo finall an Ar-
my, that nothing couid go 1n or come out :
No body dcfeives more Credit 1 this Mat-
tey, than thgeAuthor of my Mcemous. He
was at Zu/(a ercat Town inhabited by Ar-
menzans, halt a League trom Ifpaban ;s and
he was the laft Exropean who I¢ft it to re-
tire wato the Capreal, when the Rebels came
to Farabat, which is almoft contiguous to
Zulfa.

He took Advantage of the Conveniency
which that Situvation gave him, to obfcrve

the
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thc Enemies Army very narrowly, while they
were defiling off to enter Farabat, where 1t
cncamped.  Befides that he cou'd of himfelf
get futhcient Knowledge of them, he had fhll
more Opportunity to do it by hus Accefs to,
and Favour with £fik-Aphari, oncof the Ge-
neral Ofhcers of the Rebel Army, on account
of Medicines which he gave him that did him
fome good.

He fays then, that conferring one day
with that General, and asking him, With
what Number of Troops they began their
Expedition ¢ Ffik- Agharz anfwer'd, That when
they departed from Candabar they were a-
bout ninety thoutand Men. Upon which the
Author of the Mcmours infinuatng that fome
pretended to fay they werc not above four-
tecn thoufand, or cighteen thoufand Men at
moft, rcckoning four thoufand Men of the
Nation of Bolves which had joincd them:
And how, reply’d Efik- Agharz, can one ima-
gine we fhould be fuch Fools, as to come up
to Ifpaban with fo few Troops? There were
above 14000, added he, wins fatigued at
the Sicge of Kirman, and defpaying of Suc-
cefs, turned back and went home, and many
dy’d at that Sicge.

It is thercfore certain, according to the
Teitimony of this General Officer, who had
no Reafon to cverdo it in this Matter, that
about twenty thoufand Men march'd from
Candabar with Maghmud at his fetting out ;

“bur
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but as the Author of the Memoirs obfcrves,
there mufl be compniz’d in that Number, not
only all the Soldicrs, but thofe that took
care of the Baggage, or were Servanrs to the
chicf Ofhcers, and look’d after their Horfes
tho’ the moft confiderable of the Army did not
think it any Difgrace to them to fodder and
rub down thcir own Horfes. “Tis very fure,
and unanimoufly agreed on, thar there were
socoo Camels to gcarry their Baggage, and
that fo great a2 Quantity of Beafts of Burthen
requircd a great Number of Servants to ma-
nace them. “Tis true, that in time they were
made Soldicrs, and the Slaves they took per-
formed therr Oﬁ1ccs *Tis alfo certain, that
tho’ the Army confifted chicfly of Aghvans
of the Province of Candabhar, yer there was
a good Nuinber not only of Aghvans of Ha-
zary, vut alfo of Guebres or Gaurs, antient
Perfrans who worfhip the Sun, of Soldicrs
out of the Mogul’s Country, and Adventu.

rers of all Nauons, who Liv'id by pillaging,
and engaged in Wars only for the Plunder.
Bur in finc, #ery thing being well examin’d
and weigh'® the Author who is a Polander,
and had feen ﬁveralEncampmcntq-of Armics
of different Nations in ‘Poland, {uch as Muf-
covites, Swedes, Saxons, Coffacks, and o-
thers, fays, that if a judgment was made of
Maghmud s Army by comparing it with thofc
he had fcen in Ewrope, and with the Com-
pafs of Ground the like Encampments took
in,
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in, the Number of Maghmud's may be about
40000 Men regular Troops. The News Pa-
pers make them 100000, which 1s more than
double of what they were. Then we may
fafely reckon the Army, at its Arnival before
Ifpahan, to be 40000 Men. To which if
we add the 14000 that dy’d at the Siege of
Kirman, or left the Service, being weary of
the Faugue, 1t may be computed that when
Magbmud march’'d from Cana’almr he had 54
or ssooo Men. But as he might have in-
crealed his Army by the Junéhion of frefh
Forces, onc can determine nothing with Cer-
tainty, as to thew Number. At the moft,
when he laid fiege to I/paban, 1t feems plain
that he had not more than 40000 Men; which
Siege was the mofi confiderable and glorious
Explowr 1n this great Expedition of the Agh-
vans.

Maghmud began st with the Siege of Kir-
man, which he f{urprized two Years before,
and was driven from it & little while after
by General Laft-Ali-Kan. 1 fhall not enlarge
on the Situation of that City, & which fome-
thing has been faid already, wlfen Mention
was made,of the Check Maghmud met with
there. But I muft mot omit giving fomc Ac-
count ot the Conditton it was in, when he
befieg’d it a fecond time. This City muft
have been changed very much from what it
was when Tavernzer was there. For he {peaks
of 1t as a great ruinated Village, and confc-

quently
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quently in no Condition to fuftain a Siege.
When Magbmud attack’d 1t in 1722, it was
divided into two Parts, the Upper Town and
Lower Town. The latter made no Refiftance,
being delivered to Maghmud by the Town
Guebres or Ganrs that delivered it to him in
his firft Expedition.  But the Upper Town
was not fo eafily conquered: General Luft-
Alr-Kan had fo well provided it with all Ne-
ceflanies for a Siege, after he had driven away
Maghmud, as has been related, thar it was
now in a good Condition to make a vigorous
Defence againft the Rebels. It has been ob-
ferved alrcady 1n our Defcription of the Agh-
vans, that as terrible as they are in the Day
of Battel, and in the open Country, they are
nothing fo 1n Sicges, which they don’t under-
ftand. They arc not capable of fubjefling
themifelves to the Mcthod of the Europeans,
who gain their Ground Inch by Inch, as foon
as they fee no Way of carrying a Place by
Affault ; for after having made an Atcempt on
it, it they are rcpuls'd with Lofs, they pre-
fently give gger the Enterprize as imprattica-
ble.

This is what happened at Kirman, where
the Upper Town made.fo brave a Refiftance,
that Maghmud loft abundance of Men there,
and was forfaken by 14000 of his Forces,
who difcourag’d at the:r ficlt 1l Succefs re-
turn'd back to Candabar.

Their
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Their Retreat made him fear that he fhould
be lefr by Ius whole Army, if he was obfhi-
nately bent on the Siege; which determin’d
him to march to Ifpaban, not fo much in
hopcs at firft to force fo great a City, as to
engage his Aimy to advance further into
Perfia, that they might think no more of re-
turning home. Perhaps he had alfo the Plunder
of that City in View, which muft neceds be
very great, the Riches of the Provinces that
furrounded 1t being thut tip i Ifpaban. Bae
he had no Thoughts of laying a formal Sicge
to 1t upon his fuft Approach, nor flatter’d
himfclf with being ablc to mafter 1r, after
having mifcarried before a little City in the
Province. However, he quite abandon’d
his Defign upon Azrman; and not having
Troops enough to fpare for a Blockade, he
refolved to deprive 1t of the Mcans of fub-
filing, by ruming the Country all abour i,
which he believ'd would oblige the Place to
furrender. As if a City, which had free E-
grefs more Ways than one, could be reduced
by Famine, whatever Ravages vere commit-
ted in s Neighbourhood; which iydeed made
great Delolation round the City of Kirman.
From hence Maghmud fet forward dircily
for Ifpaban. °Tis about twenty-five Days
Journey a Horfeback from the former City to
the latter, according to 7evernzer 5 and as the
Differcnce is great between a Day’s Journey
for a Traveller, and that of an Army’s March ;

it
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it muflt be fifty Days from Kirman to I[pa-
han, or rather more, 1f we judge of the
March of Maghmuds Army by that of Fu-
ropean Armics. Burt as all the Troops in Per/ia
ate Cavalry, and AMaghmuds Army was
compofed of Nations accuftomed to long
Day’s Journeys in their ordinary Excurfions,
and had no Train of Artillery with them,
there 1s great Likelihood that they made but
14 or rs Days of it. ’Tis certain at leaft
by my Mcmours, that Maghmund came beforc
Kirman in Fanuary; the Day of the Month
is not fpecified ; and that on the eighth of
March following he was within four I cagues
of Ifpaban. Now fuppoling hc arrived ar
Kirman the eighth of ‘Fanunary, and was fif-
tcen Days before the Place, he left 1t not till
the 23d of that Month, which to the eighth
of March make five and forty Days only.
This March may be faid to be onc of the
boldeft that cver was made, nor fo much for
its Length, as for _the difficule Ways, which
for the greateft part were valt Defarts, on mo-
ving Sands flyyng about every where, as dif-
pers'd by th(«hnds. There was no Water
all along, but what was kept in Cifterns for
the Ufe of the Caravans, placd {0 as to re-
freth them when they put up at Night. But
thefe Cifterns ferving only for Caravans of 4
or 500 Men, and 7 or 8oo Camels, wcre
nothing for an Army of 40000 Horfe, and
60000 Camels with Baggage.

2 We

.
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We fhall bave a better Idea of the Risk
fuch an Army muft run in fuch a Routc, by
knowing what happen’d to the Army of Sul-
tan Amurat in a March fhoiter than Magh-
mud's was, as from Tauris to Ifpaban. A-
murat, as we are told by Taverner, having
taken and burnt Tawrzs, maiched towards I/f-
paban 1 1638, 1 the Ragn of Schah Scpbi,
then King of Terﬁa, who being informed
that Sultan Amurat was advancing at the
Head of an Army of 1oucoo Men, took no
noticec of 1it, and only f{aid coldlv, Let him
come, we koow how to make hum repent 1,
without being at much Pamns about it.  Ac-
cordingly hie let him come within fiftcen Days
Journey of Ifpakban, and then on a {udden
turning off the Springs cvery where before
and behind his Army, which being coavey.
«d through the Country in Canals was
eafy to do, above half of the Turks perithed
of Thurft m: the middle of thote valt Defarts,
where the Army of Admurat had imprudent-
ly engaged itfelf. The reft rcuired fhame-
tully, and with much Difficulry.

The Defarts which Maghmuws Army was
to crofs in his March from Kzrz;zm to Ifpa-
ban were more impratticable ; but that Army
had many Advantages which Amurat’s had
not. The firft, in that 1t was compoied of
Troops, who knew what Difficulties they
were to encounter, and what Time the March
would take up. So that they took the ne-

ceflary
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ceffary DPrecautions againft any notable Da-
mage which might happen. The fecond Ad-
vantage was, in that the 4ghvans and the o-
ther Nations in Maghmud's Army were wont
to Iive upon a very little ; infomuch that du-
ring all that long March, they contented
themfelves with fome Corn baked over the
Firc : The chief Ofhicers and Maghmud him-
felf feeding no better than the Soldiers.

The Refolution this Leader of the Rebels
took to abandon the Siege of Kurman, and
march to the Capital, was fo fudden, and fo
out of the common Rules, that it was not {o
much as drcamt of at Ifpahaf. 'Twas re-
ported, that after having had the Lower Town
of Kirman betray’d to him, he had attack’d
the Higher Town, where the Governor, who
had Store of Ammunition of all Kinds, pro-
mifed 1o defend himfelf all that Campaign,
and longer. On this the People at Ifpaban
depended ;s the more, becaufe they were not
ignorant of the Unexpertnels of the Aghvans
in Sieges, and how foon they were tir'd with
them, Thus » was not doubred, but that
their Army {would come to nothing; and
they knew nothing of the contrary, ull it
was advanc’d within a few Days Journey of
Ifpahan.

"Tis eafy to conceive, what Aftonithment
and Confternation this News, f{o little expeét-
c¢d, muft caufe in a City, where no Precau-
tions had been taken againt an Enemy, who

YouL. lL C they
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they thought was Nine hundred Miles off.
Indced how could they imagine, that Magh-
mud would hazard an Army of Forty thou-
fand Men in thofe valt Decfarts, wherc the
fmalleft Caravans cou’d hardly fubfift,

Neverthelefs, the Danger being fo pref-
fing, Troops were raisd in hafte in Ifpa-
han, out of thofc People that were beft able
to fcrve. Thefe new Levics were joimned
with the King’s Guards, and fome old Troops
then in the City, making together an Army
of Fifty thoufand Men; which was futhcient
at lcaft to bear the firft Shock of the Encmy,
and kecp them at a Bay.

‘When they were told that the Rebels were
within a Day or two’s Journcy of Ifpaban, it
was debated 1n the King's Counail, wacther
to ftay for thc Enemy where they were, or go
forth and mect them. The wifeft Men were
of Opinion, that the City fhould be cover'd
by a Camp well fortafy’d, from whence fre-
quent Sallies might be m:df: to inurc the Sol-
diers to Adion, without comingto a general
Pattel : That 1n the mean tning all Paflages
fhould be fciz’d to cut off the Enemuics Pro-
vifions; and it was proper to temporizc, to
draw the War out mto Length, and give the
Vetcran Troops in the Provinces Time to
come to the Aflitance of the Capital. O-
thers, on the contrary, whofe Temper was
more impetuous and violent, and who, ac-
cording to the Manner of the Perfians, con-

fider'd
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fider'd a Point of Honour more than the Safe.
ty or Ruin of the Kingdom, thought it a
Difgrace to them to temporize with Barbars-
ans, vwho by the Rafhnels of their Enterprize
fhew’d plainly enough, that they thoupht the
carrying on a War like the Inroads and Rob-
berics which they were wont to make on
therr Neighbours.  They reprefented, that
twou'd be an cafy Matter to deftroy an Atmy
of Scoundrcls, moge us'd to plundering than
fichtng 5 and befides, harrafs’d with Fatigue,
and that they fhould not be permutted to
take Dreath. They added, that Advantage
ought to be taken of the Ardor and good
Difpofinons of the new Levies and Volunters,
who demanded nothing but Batrel ; and that
that good Difpofition and Ardor wou'd foon
be pall’d by the Tedioufnefs of a Camp, if
they were inclos’'d in 1t as in a Prifon,

This Opmion was fupported by the Gene-
rals, who, making fure of the Vittory, wou'd
not let others hive the Glory of faving the
Capiral, and purfuing the War; and was car-
ry’'d as the afoft noble and gallant Advice.
Whereas the King's Intereft, and the Secunty
of the Kingdom, requird Counfels that wete
more ulcful and more faft. The Royal Army,
purfuant to the Sentiments of their chief
Con:manders, advanced towards Guulnabar,
a large Town, four Leagues from Ifpaban,
on the Side the Enemy was approacliing it
and withoat knowing the State of the Rebel

Ca Atmy,
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‘Army, their Strength and Defigns, it was re-
folved to attack them. The Choice of the
Day was all the Difficulty, For this, Or-
ders were expedted from Conrt, aftcr confuit-
ing with the Aftrologers for a lucky Day,
which was fix'd on the 8th of Afay.

One of the greatctt Blunders committed on
this Occafion, was the dividing the Command
of the Army between two Generals, who did
not agrec; onc of them was called Mach-
met-Wals, the other was the new Athemat
“Donlet. IWalz, in the Relation that has been
before-mention’d, is put for the particular
Name of their General, which 1s an Error;
for Wali is an Oflice, like Licutenant-Gene-
ral with us, who, tho’ abfolute in his Com-
mand, depends on a Superior.  Befides thefe
two Generals, there were two othet Louds,
who commanded each a particular Body
the fitft was Mirza Roftbhum-Kan, Brother 10
the Prince of Georgra, who headed a Troop
of 400 Georgzans of the Kipg's Guards. The
(ccond was Alimerdan-Kan, onc of thofe
Lords that poflefs'd hereditary Rrincipalities in
Perfia, whom the publick Voice prefeird to
the gencral Command of the Army, as being
an Officer who was.thought moft worthy of
it. Hehad under him a Battalion of old Sol-
dicrs out of his own Principality.

Before the Attack was made, the Manner
of it was concerted by the two chief Gene-
rals, and thefe two Lords. It was agreed,

o that
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that while Roflhum-Kan and Alimerdan-Kan
attack’d the Enemy by Wings, cach on his
Side, Machmet-1Vali, at the Head of 3000
Arabs, fhould take the Rebcls in Rear, and
endcavour to furpnize their Camp; and that
then the other General, taking Advantage of the
Confufion which the breaking into their Camp
would put them into, fhould fall upon them
in Front, and engage them with the reft of
the Army. Nothing could be better ordercd;
and the Rebels, as will be {een, had been to-
tally routed, if each had done his Duty ac-
cording as had bcen concerted.  The two
Lords, who were to give the Onfer, did 1t
with Succefs, and put the Enemics Wings in-
to Diforder. By tlus firft Shock the Rebels
wcre a little thaken 5 but they took chemielves
to be utterly loft, when they hecard by rthe
Clutter and Ciics in their Camp that 1t had
been forced, and that Machmet-Walr was
Matfter of 1t. Thus they were now between
two Encmuics, aiti now was the critical Mi-
nute for deading the Fortune of Perfia.
Myrr-Maghwhid, Chief of the Rebels, who
rode an Elcphant, faw bctter than any body
the great Peril they were in, and eordercd the
{wiftet Dromedary to be got ready for his
Efcape, if a Change did not happen. 'Tis
certain, as the Aghvans confes'd, that if the
other General of the Royal Army had only
had Patience to ftand in Sight of the Encmy
3 quarter of an Hour longer, without being

€3 any,
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any thing more than a Spe&tator of the Battel,
the Rebcls had been urterly difcomfited and
deftroy’d; and as they were in the middle of
Perfia,and 400 Leagues from home, they could
ncver have clcaped, and not a Man of them
would have rcturned to Candahar. But what
will not Jealoufy do, even at a Time when
common Safety requires the beft Aorcenent 3
This General, who did not love Aachmet-
Wal:, and concluded that the larter having
forced the Rebels Camp, and by that means put
their Army into Confufion,would have the Ho-
nout of this great Vi&tory, had rathcr all was
loft, than that Machmet-IVals thould acquire
fo much Glory. And having catended the
Front of his Army in the very Inftant when
twas thought he was going to fall on, he
turacd his Back and fled before the kncmy
had ftruck a Stroke.  The King’s Guards tind-
ing themfcelves abandon’'d by the main Body,
follow’d rtheir Example; though their Cormn-
mander, at the Head ot foms brave Georgrans
his Countrymen, fought his way through the
firt Raoks of the Adghvans, who at laft fur-
rounded him, and beingoverpower’d withNum-
bers, after, he had two Horfes kill'd under
him, he was flain in the midft of the Ene-
my. Al-Merdan-Kan loft one of his Bro-
thers, and got off witha Wound. AMachmet-
Wal: {eang the Diforder the Royal Army
was in, ftay’d no longer to pillage the Rebels
Camp which he had forced, but carry’d off

Maghmud's
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Maghmud's Treafure, and joined the Royal
Army 1n its Retreat. In the Mercury for No-
vember 1726, this General is accus’d of be-
ing the Occafion of the Lofs of the Battel ;
which 1s very falfe. He did not then betray
his Mafter; and if the Perfran General had
done his Duty as well as he did, the Aghvans
had not now been Mafters of Perfia.

Such was the Succefs of the Batcel of G-
#lnabat, the moft confiderable that was fought
till the taking of Ffpahan The King's Ar-
my loft but 2000 Men. The Aghvans had
as many killed, and they did not purfue thofe
that fled, being apprehenfive of tome Strata-
gem 1n {o unaccountable a Flight; befides,
their Horfes were tir'd wath their long March,
and not fit to engage the frefh Cavalry of
the Perfians, who n the above-mention’d
Mercury are faid to have loft 15000 Men,
tho’ the Author of my Remarks, who was
on the Spot, reduces their Lois to 200c.
The Rebels remain’d entire Mafters of the
Field of Battel, and the Royal Army’s Camp,
where were =5 Pieces of Canon, that had
not yet been once fird, and where without
reckoning the other Riches, Maghmud found
the Military Cheft, which made more than
Amends for his Treafure taken by Machmet-
Walz,

"Tis the general Opinion of all thofe that
were capable of judging, that if Myrr-Magh-
mud had improvd his Vicory by purfuing

C 4 the
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the Royal Army to Ifpaisan, he might have
enter’d and mafter’d it the fame Day without
aBlow. For tho the Lofs of 2000 Men was
no great matter, yct the Rout of the King’s
Army had ftruck fuch Terror into the Citi-
zens, that their Heads were almoflt turn'd
with it.  They ran away fiom thewr Houfcs
and Shops, which they left open. They a-
brndon’d to the Rebels whatever they had in
the World, and ftraggled up and down with
Looks wild enough rto " frighten all they
met, fecking out Holes to hide themielves,
and not thinking of (hutting the City Gates,
and placing Guards there. Afterwards when
they did think of it, and forc’d Men to take
Poft there, they quitted 1t as faft as they came,
and ran away from the City.

But Myrr-Maghmud, who knew nct the
Importance and Extent of the Advantage he
had gor, had 1t not i his Head to artack
Ifpaban. He remaincd quict 1 his Camp
feveral Days; and what fecpis incomprehenfi-
ble, the very Man who form’d {o rath and
perdous an Enterprize thro’ Defarts horrible
and dry, on purpofe to infult the Capital of
onc of the molt powerful Kingdoms of /i,
and who faw his Temerity crown’d with Suc-
cefs by the Victory he had gain'd, did not im-
prover, becaufe he was wary and circumfpeét,
and even timorous; but when he had nothingto
fear, and there was buce one Step for him to
mount the Throne, he feem’d to be afraid of his

good
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good Fortune ; and while his Name made all
Ifpahan tremble, and every Body thought he
was juft upon entring the City, he was the
only Perfon who was dithdent of his Succefs,
and durft not truft it any farther.

In the mean tume, the Perfians, of whom
{everal were prepanng for Flight, derachd
fome Arabs to reconnoitre his Camp, and fce
what was doing there.  Thefe Spies found all
Things in Tranquility, aud fo little Difpofition
to go upon any nlw Attempts, that when
they had made Repoir of ir, fome Soldicrs
were fent to bring off the twenty five Pieces
of Canon that were taken, which they ac-
complith’d without Oppofition from the Re-
bels.  For, as they hop'd to rcturn foon
into thar own Country, they did not mind
them; and while the Perfians were thinking
of fiyng on onc fide, the Aghvans thoughe
of retreating on the other.

This Refolution was the Refult of a Coun-
c1l of War held oftcr their Viftory, where it
was confider’d, whether they fhould advance
to Ifpahan, artd beficge it; or return to Kour-
man, and make another Attempt on that
Cuty, which laft was the Opinion  that pre-
vail’d in the Council.

They thought their Honour was concern’d
in the Conqueft of Ksrman, which they had
been forced to abandon. They flatter’d them-
felves they fhould eafily effeét it at their Re-
turn : for that they imagin'd the Perfians, dif-
2 courag’'d
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courag’d by their late Defeat, durft not take
the Field to rcheve that City; and alfo for
that having ravag’d and ruir’d all the Coun-
try about it, ’‘twas impoflible to fupply
the Place with Provifions. They therefore
promis'd themiclves ro reduce 1t infallibly by
Famne ; and therr Intention was to canton
their Army about it, and to make it a Place
of Safety during the War. On the contrary,
it appear’d not practicablc to them to lay Siege
to fuch a City as Ifpahan. They doubted
not but the wholec Kingdom woud be
Motion to fuccour the Capital; and they
were not ftrong enough to make head againft
fo many Troops as would fall upon it from
all the Provinces around it; nor well enough
furmith’d with Neceflaries to run the nsk of
having their Provifions and Ammunition cut
off on all Sides.

Upon thefc Confiderations it was refolved
to retreat, and march back towards Kirman ;
and the next eight Days were taken up in
preparing for their Departure @ all which nume
the Aghvans kept clofe in ther Camp. But
to leave no Temptation for the ‘Perfrans to di-
fturb them 1n their Retreat, ‘twas thought
proper to give them.an Alarm, to intiondate
and keep them in Awe. Then with this
View, the very Day on which they were
to begin therr March back, they fent a De-
tachment of gooo Men towards Ifpaban, as
if 1t had been the Van of their Army advan-

cing
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cing to befiege it. This Detachment was or-
der’d to infuit the Cuy, and rterrify 1t by a
falfe Actack ; after wihuch they were to cover
the Retreat of the Army, and fcrve as the
Rear-Guard.

The Refolution was accordingly executed.
The 17th of May the 9ooo Mcen advanced
towards Jfpahan, and the Army was in a D1t
pofitron to begin therr March m the fitfl Warch
of the Night.  The Camels were Joaden, and
the Army on the Pdint of marching to deli-
ver Perfia from the gicatefl Danger 1 had
beecn 1n a long time, when Schabh Huffern,
who to be freed from all Inquictude neced
only to have kept in his Palace a few Hours
in his wonted Tranqulity, bethought humfelf
of a Step which coft him Jus Ciown; and
that was, to fend an Offer of a vaft Sum of
Money, if he would retire.

In the Evening of the 17th of May, a Day
more fatal to Perfia than the 8th, on which
fhe loft the Battelent Grufnabar, at the Inftant
when the Rebels were about beginning ther
March back, there came to ther Camp an
Exprels from Machmet-Walz, the Generahf-
fimo of the Forces of all the Kingdom. This
Meflenger bad Orders tasreprefent to Magh-
mud, 1n his Lord’s Namc, that he fhould not
give way to thofe flattering Hopes, which his
firft Succefs might have infpir’'d him with s
fince Fortune chang’d daily, and frequently did
not open fair Paths, but to lead to Precipices;

that
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that there was Danger, and confequently Te-
merity in pufhing too far ; and on the con-
trary, ‘twas Wildom to know how to be mo-
derate in Profperity, and to fecure the pte-
fent, rather than be carry’d away with Views
morc diftant: That if he was capable of
gving into fuch Sentiments of Moderation,
and hecarkening to friendly Counfels, he had
it in his Power to return to Candabar with
morc confiderable Advantages than he coud
ever have proposd to himfelf from the Fruie
of the moft happy Expedition : That he had
brought the King to yicld to fuch a Condition
of Peacc in his Favour, as he would have
thought himfelf happy to have obtained after
feveral Years continual Succefs.  Which Con-
ditions were as the King had order’d him to
prcsofe : That his Majefty thould for himfelf,
and all the Kings of Perfia his Succefiors,
renounce all Right to the Sovereignty of
Candabar, and the Country its Dependences:
That he fhould acknowledze himfelf to be
Prince and abfolute Mafter without depending
on Perfia ; and as he had Occdfion for Money
to pay his Troops, a confiderable Sum, to be
agreed upon, fhould be paid down at his De-
parture.

Thefe Propofitions, which the Apghvans
did 10 no wile expedt, agreeably f{urprifed
them, by fhewing them all the Advantages of
a Victory, of which till then they knew not the
Importance. Thefe Mcn who were juft getting

3 Horlge
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a Horfeback to return, and fo far from thinking
to oblige the Perfians, that they thought on-
ly of fecuring thar own Retreat, and wou'd
have been very well fatis{y’d to have ftipulated
that they might not be difturbed 1a 1, chang-
ed their Minds, as foon as they found that
their Removal, which had been refolved on
by themfelves, would be fo dearly boughr.
They 1magin'd the Affair deferv'd further
Confidcration, and put oft their Departure.
A Council of War {vas held to examine the
Marter, and to come to a Refoiution on the
Propofitions which had been made then.

The Council was much divided 1 Opinion
about it, and the Difference of Judgments
occafion’d the putting it off; when onc a-
mong them flarted a Medium, between thofe
who were for accepung the Offers of the
Court, and thofe who were for rejeéting them.
His Name was Myangz, and they all came 1n-
to his Opinion, on which they had long fet a
Value. He was an Indsan, had had the Carc
of Maghmud’s Education, was very much
eftcem’d, and #ot a litle govern’d by him.
The Credit he was in with this Chief of the
Rebels, acquir'd hum as much with the Na-
tion, and gave him great Authority in Coun-
cil, tho’ he was a Forcigner.  He reprefented,
that if the Word and Fauth of the Perfians
could be dcpended on, they need not hefitate
about accepung fuch advantageous Offers:
That they made War only to obtain, after

abun-
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abundance of Fatigues, what was offer’d them,
to be freed not only from the Scrvitude of
the Perfians, but fiom all manner of Depen-
dance upon them, and to be reftored to the
full Enjoyment of all thofe Rights and Pri-
vileges which their Anceftors enjoyed before
them. But confidennng what hatle Truft there
was to be put 1n a Nation {o trcacherous as
that of Perfia, the Extent, the Strength, the
Ruches of thar vaft Monarchy 5 i they thou'd
trcat with them, he demanded, Who would be
Guarantce of the Treaty ! To whom fhould
they apply, to force the Court of Perfia re-
ligioufly to obfcrve fuch Treaty, vhich fhe
madc only to nd herfclf of a prefent Embarraf-
ment, and gain Time? Who wou’d protet
them agamnft her Power, when bemng rais'd
out ot the Dejettion mto which fhe was
now fallen, fhe came down thundering upon
them with all her Foices? However, he did
not thenee conclude that thefe Propofitions
fhould be rejetted abfolutely, but that as they
could not depend on the Sincerity of the
Perfians, the Guaranty fhould be contarned
in the Treaty 1tfelf, by infeiting a new Con-
dition, which would fecure the reft ; which
was, That the King of Perfra thouid give his
Daughter 1n Marniage to Myrr- Maghmud, to-
gether with the Province of the Aghvans of
Hafaray ; that all the Nations ot the Agh-
wvans, as well thofe of the Se&t of Omar,

as thofc of the Se& of Halr, that were
Hﬂfdj
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Hafarayans, may be rcunited under the Do-
minion of one Sovereign; which wou’d enable
them the better to make head againft the Per-
foans, if the latter fhould atrempt to moleft
them. That befides this, the King of Perfiz
would not eafily be brought to make War
againft his Son-in-law; and this Marriage
would be a fpecious Pretext to give a Colour
to the Aliecnation of a Province, the Sove-
reignty of which he could not entirely al-
fign over to another, if he had no fuch futh-
cient Pretext to difmember it from the Mo-
narchy, as the Scttlement of his Daughter
zave him.

Myangr's Counfel was receivid with Ap-
plaufc ; and upon this an Anfwer was drawn
up to Machmet-IVals's Propofitions, and the
Exprefs that came from him carry’d 1t to lus
Matter.

This Anfwer contained Pretenfions which
the Court of Perfia did not expedt: and
caus'd Sufpicion> that the General had puc
the Aghvans upon making thofe Demands,
from thefe Confideratious.

Machmer-1Wal: was Prince of Hacvuza, a
Part of Arabia, dependent upon Perfia.
His Territories, which are confiderable, bor.
der on the Aghvans of Hafaray, and himfclf
was of the famc Se&t with the Aghvans of
Candabar 5 that 1s, of the Se& of Omar, the
fame withthe Turks. His Father, thirty Years
before, endeavoured to throw off the Yoke,

and
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and make himfclf independent of Perfia ;
and he was with fome grcunds fufpeited to
bc defirous of accomplifhing whar his Father
cou'd not; which rais'd a Jcaloufy that he
was fecretly in the Inrerclts of the Aghvans,
to engage them to aflift him 1 the Rebellion
he was projetting; and as they were very
powerful, thewr Afliftance wou'd be a great
Support to him, which might put him upon ad-
vifing Maghmud, under hand, to demand the
King’s Dauchter in Martiage, with the Cefli-
on of a Province bordering upon his own.
There was further this Appcarance of Tica-
chery, that it was he who takinz Advantage
of the Fright the Ciuzens of Ifpaban were
in on the Approach of the 9ooo Rebels, had
prevail’d with the King to make Propofals to
Maghmnd ; who upon that had made a Stop,
and fent him f{everal Propofitions, which the
King mught not have heard of, 1f Machmet-1Valz
had not infinuated what Demands he fhould
ask ; not but that he bchav’d like a gallant
Man 1n the Battel of Gintnabar, as has been
feen. However, his Chagrir to have the Vi-
&ory fnatch’d out of his Hands by the Jea-
lIoufy of the Perfian General, who fo bafely
and fo unfeafonably left him; and his ima-
gining that the Affairs of tihe Perflan Court
were not cafy to be retrievid, m:git difpofe
him to think of making his Advantage of
the Comundture and Succefles of the Agh-
waus, to dehiver himfelf from a Yoke which

all Princes bear with Regret.
- Whether
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Whether the new Propofitions came origi-
nally from the Aghvans, or not, ‘s ccrtain
the Court of “Perfia did not like them; and
that which feems very odd in 1t is that of the
two Propofitions, the one of Maghmud's
Marriage with the King’s Daughter, the other
of the Ceflion of the Province of Hazaray,
the King ecafily confented to that which he
ought to have made moft Difliculty about with
regard to Intereft of State; and would not
hear of confenting to that which he fhould
moft readidy have comply’d with. As Myrr-
Maghmud was alrcady Mafter of a Part of
the Province of Hazaray, which he had con-~
querd ; fo Schah Huffemn thought he gave
him nothing 1in giving him the other Part;
but he would by no means agree that his
Daughter fhould be marry’d to a Rebel, who
was nor of the Blood Royal. His Delicacy
here was very mal a propos; as if Myrr-
Maghmud, who was no more to be look'd
upon as a Rebegl, but about to be acknow-
ledg’d a Sovercign and independent Prince,
was not othegwife as well defcended as
the Moulahs or Priclts, to whom JSchah
Abbas 1. Grandfather to Schah Huflern,
and Schabh Solezman his own Father, had with
full Approbation marry’d the one his Sifter,
and the other his Aunt, as we read in Sir
Fohn Chardim's Travels, which I have often
cieed.  “Tis true, Schab Abbas 1. marry'd
his Sifter to a Prieft, 1n Punithment for an

Vor. IL D Intrigue
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Intrigue fhe had engaged in ; but when his Sony
Schab Soletman marry’d another Sifter of Schab
Abbas to a Brother of the {ame Monlabh or
Prieft, he did not do it for a Punithment ; and
the Princefs accepted of the Marnage without
any Refiftance, as may be feen in Solez-
man’s Coronation, p. 245. and tho’ Solezman
afterwards advanced thofe two Moulahs or
Pricfis to the Dignity of Sedre, that 1s, Arch-
bithop or Primates, to makc the Husbands of
thofe two Princefles more illuftrious; ’tis moft
certain they were no more than plain Priefts
when they marry’d them. Schabh Hufférn there-
fore rejected the Marriage Arucle which rela-
ted to his Daughter ; but to foften it a little,
he offer’d the Rebels a Sum of Moncy in
lieu of 1t.

The Facility with which the King confent-
ed to the moft important of their Propofiti-
ons incrcas’d thewr Pride and Infolence, and
they infitted on the other Article the mo:e for
it. They alfo ftood, 1n ticir turn, on the
Pun&ilio of Honour every whit as mal 4 pro-
pos as the King had done.  Yor tho’ Fortune
had given a good Turn to the Meafures they
took on this Occafion, yet one can’t help ob-
ferving, taking things according to the Situa-
tion they were 1n, and the Uncertainty of
Events, that nothing could be more impoli-
tick. All the Country they demanded was
yiclded to them in Sovereigney, with immenfe
Sums of Moncy ; and they might have gone
home full of Glory and Riches : whereas in

boggling
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boggling about the Marriage Article, whercin
Maghmud was particularly concern’d, they ex-
pos'd themfclves not only to the Lofs of all the
Advantages they had obtained, but even to De-
firution. It istrue, that the Refufal of 2 Mar-
riaze which they proposd as a Cement of the
future Pcace, renderd the Treaty the more
precarious ; but that was not their Confidcra-
tion, they confidered it only as their Honout
was cngaged 1n it. *They thought themfelves
defpis’d byMen,who did not think them worthy
of their Alllance; and the whole Nation took
firc upon that : Infomuch that an Accommo-
dation, whercin the moft eflential Interefts
were provided for, was broken oftf by a faife
Notion of Honour, on which both Sides moft
imprudently piqu'd themfelves. The Agh-
wans would hearken to no Propofitions, and
renouncing all the Advanrages which had been
offer'd them, they refolved to continue the
War tul they had forced the Perfians to grant
them fuch a Security for their Liberty and
Indcpendence ag they fhould require 5 or that
a fuperior Force obhiged them to rerire.

The Court of Perfiz finding the Rebels
were refolved to continue the War, fet about
Preparations for the Defenfe of Ifpaban ; and
the firft Stcp they took towards it was onc of
the greateft Faalts they conld have made, and
that which contributed moft to the Lofs of
the Capital of the Kingdom.

D2 In
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In the Beginning of this Hiftory, Mention
is madc of a maghificent Country Talace,
named Farabat, which Schab Huffen had
built at incredible Expence. This is the
fame Houfe which Gemellz calls Saratabat in
his Travels to Perfia, L:6. 1. Chap.x. but as
to that and other things, onc has more Rea-
fon to confide 1n a Man who livd 20 Years at
Ifpaban, than in a Traveller who view’d
things as it were en paffant. This Palace
ftood a lietle League from the City, was
encompafs’d with very high and ftrong Walls,
and wcil mounted with Cannon. "Tis certain,
if a good Garifon had been thrown mnto it
furnifh’d with Provifions, it might have been
a Bulwatik to Ifpaban, and have given the E-
nemy much Trouble. But not contented
with giving them a Pretext to continuc the
War by boggling at an Article of thcir Pro-
pofitions; they feemed to give them the Means
of carrying 1t on at their Eafc, and with all
Commodioufnefs. The firrt Refolution they
took when they underftood the .Adgbvans
were drawing ncar Ifpakan, vwas to abandon
that Houfe; and they diud it fo precipitately,
that they did not give themfelves time to draw
off the Cannon to Ifpaban. So they bury’d it.

The Aghvans loft no time in making their
Advantage of this Fault. Some Squadrons
which they fent out for Intelligence, no
fooncr learnt that Fgrabat was aban-
don’d than they haften’d thither, and feiz’d

the
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the Place the roth of March without the leaft
Refittance from the Perfians, They were
immediarely followed by the reft of the Ar-
my, who finding it to be a commodious Place
for fettling a Camp with Security, did there
make a Settlement.

The Fault the Perfrans committed in lea-
ving Farabat to the Rebels, was not only a
grcat Damage to the Perfians of itfelf, butin
its immediate Confequence the Lofs of Zui-
fz, a Town 1n its Neighbourhood. Before I
“enter into the Detail of thefe Tranfacious, I
think myfelf obliged to give fome Account of
a Place, the taking of which was of fo great
Importance for the Siege of Ifpahan, and
contributed fo much to the Conqucft of that
Caprtal.

Zulfa is a large Town, big enough to be
call’d a City, inhabited by a Colony of Ar-
menzans. "Tis pretty near Ifpaban i and the
Armenians camc fo far off to fettle there on
this Occafion :

About 150 Years ago, Armenia Major was
fubjet to the Turks ; but not being able to
bear the Oztoman Tyranny, it threw off
the Yoke. Schab Abas the Great, who then
raigned in Perfra, and was’a Prince of an en-
terprizing Genuas, watched all Opportunities
to aggrandize himfelf, and did not lofe this.
He gain’d the Love of that Nation by fending
them great Succours of Men, Arms, and Mo-
ney to maintain their Revolt,  When he had

D3 thus
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thus difpofcd them in his Favour, hc infinua-
ted that a Junéture might happen when Per-
fra would not be able to aid them, as much
as fhe was willing to do, and thar his Suc-
ceflors mught not be fo we | inchn’d towards
theu.; that they werenot firong enough to ftand
by taumuclves, and 1f abanden’d would be in
Dawoer of falling back to Turkifh Scivitude ;
that being fitt.ored as they were between two
potent I:n’pucq they could not fuppoit them-
fclves, but by having a Pfop in the one or the
other . Se that they had only to think which
would be moft cligible, whetiicr to make their
Peace with the Offomans as well as they cou'd,
if they believed they were to be rrufted, or
to yicld themfelves up to Perfra, wholc Go-
vernment they knew to be infinite'y more
rmuld than the Twrks, and with whom they
might flipulate what they thought would be
moft advantagcous for them.

While thele things were talk’d of by the
Emuflaries of Schah Abba.-, that Monarch
fhew’d a great Eftcem for the Armenian Na-
tion, and even for their Religion. He was a
very politick Prince, and would fomctimes
let the Armenzans, who came to Court, f{tc
a little Ciofs he wore under his Robes, giving
them privatcly to underftand he wasa Chnft
an in his Heart, but durft not yet declare
himfelf publickly for fear of a Defe@ion in
the Army; but if they once united to his Do-
minons, hc fliould think himfelf ftrong
enough to opcn his Mind freely,

Thefe
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Thefe Difcourfes touch’d clofely. The Ar-
menians, an ealy, {imple People, believ'd eve-
ry Word he faid, and yielded themfclves up
to him ; but when he was once Mafter of the
Country, he thought of nothing but how he
might make (ureof it; and to prevent any Mo-
Ieftations from the Twurks on that Side, he re-
folv'd to difpcople that Province, and make a
Defart of it, to {erve as a Barrier between him
and the Grand Signior.

To cxecute this Psoje&, he drew the Arme-
nzans out of their Country, and difpersd
them up and down in Perfia. Thofe of them
that came from Zulfa, a City of Armenia,
were canton’d near the City of Ifpahan on
the other Sidc of the River Senderon, where
they fix’d their Habitations, and in Remem-
brance of their nat.ve City gave the Place the
Nawme of Zulfa. 'Twas a fmall Town at
firlt; but other Armentans removing thither
afterwards from feveral Parts of Perfia, it be-
camc confiderable, not only for Number of
Inhabitants, but for its Commerce. JSchabh
Abbas was one of thofe Princes that are born
to make a Kingdom flourtfh, and one of wofe
Genius’sthat extends their Cares to every thing.
Wherefore finding the Armenians were a la-
borious Pecople, capable ‘of Application and
Fatigue, and very thrifty, he thought they
would be very proper for Commerce: But
they being fo impoverifh'd by War that they
could not fet up any Trade, hc lent them

D4 great
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great Sums of Money out of his Treafury
without Intcreft. His Minifters, narrow-{oul’d
Men, reprefented to him, that if he had a
mind to advance fo much Money, it was bet-
ter lus Subjefts had the Benefit of it than
Strangers, or at lcaft he fhould have Intereft
for it. But Schah Abas, a Prince (uperior
to his Minifters as much in Judgment as in
Dignity, fhew’d them that it was more ad-
vifable to referve the Perfrans for the Wars,
and not let them degenerate by trading, for
which they were in no wife proper ; that they
lovid Expence, and after they had fquander’d
what hc fhou!d give them, they would go
and fettle fomewhere clfe, and teave i Ca-
pital without Defence, as had happen’d to
him beforc, according toZgvernier, Lib. 1. c. 4.
On the contraty, the Armenzans were thrilty
Men, good Managers, and being 1n rhe mid-
dle of his Kingdom, he had rather they fhould
be Tradcis than Soldiers. With refpect to
Intereft, he convinced thera that he fhould
receive more than they imagin’d 5 that 1if he
put the Money, which lay dead in his Coffers,
to Brokers at Intereft, ‘twou'd at moft but
bring him in 15 per Cent. whereas the Trade,
which he was abous to ¢nable the Armenzans

to fct up, wou'd produce Cenz. per Cent
"Twas with this View that he excepted them
from Service 1 the Wars, but permitted to
take Arms for their own Defence, when the
Perfrans {ald in giving them neceflary AL
fittance.
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fitance. There are other People in Perfa
on the fame Foot ; that is, they pay certain
Tributes, and are cxempted from Military
Scrvices. Thefe are term'd Rara.  As for
the reft, who pay no Tnbute, fuch as the
Georgians, they are obliged to mount a Horfe-
back, and ferve as often as the King requires
them.

Schabh Abas not only exempted them
from ferving in the Waris; but, that nothing
mught nrerrupt theni in their Traffick, he to-
lerated their Religion, which was frecly exer-
cifed at Zulfa, where are Abundance of
Churches, as publickly as mnany ot the Chri-
ftian Princes Domimons in Enrope.  Further,
to protect them againft the Tyranny of hisown
Officers, and that they might have a Perfon
at Court to {upport their Interefts, he ap-
pointed one among them, who under the
Name of Kzelenter, was Chief of the Nation.
Tavernier calls him Kelonter, and Gameli:
Kalenter. Thi8 Officer was as the King’s
Licutcnant at Zu/fa, and had all the Authori-
ty. To gamn Iim the greater Refpect, the
King allow’d him to have Szatyrs, a fort of
Scrgeants on Horfeback ; whereas others rode
only Affes and Mules. He alfo dflign'd him
the laft Place among the Grandees of the Court
when the King feafted them. In fine, he
granted them all the Privileges which might
contribute to their Security, and keep the
Perfians from molefting them, True 1 is,

he
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he tax’d them morc hcavily than when they
were {ubje&t to the Offomans 5 but then they
were better able to pay by the Means which
Schah Abbas had given them to enrich them-
felves. There were among themy, even un-
der the later Kings, who were worth from
100000 to two Millions of Crowns; andthere
was one of them, who atter he had laid out
immen(c Sums on building Churches. ¢re. left
at his Decath above two Millions in Specie,
without reckoning Jewels and other confi-
derable Effe@s.

Thus was Zulfa an Armenian City 5 and (o
properly Armenzan, thata Muflulman was not
fuffered to live in 1r. Tho' generally “twas called
aTown only, 1t may very well have the Name
of a City, on Account of its Bignefs And Ta-
wvernzer himfelf, who makes 1t half 2 Leacue
broad, fays, it might pafs for a pretty large City.
Gemells, who docs not {peak of its Largencfs,
fays, ‘us three Mileslong, which according to
his ufual Computation, makea Leaguc; and
nine Milcs about, becaufe of the great Gardens
it enclofes. It is two Miles and a Half from
Ifpaban, according to him ; Tavernier reduces
the Diftance to half an Hour’s journey for a
Man on Fcot. Both agree, that the Houfes
are generally better buile at Zaifz than ar If-
paban 5 of which Zulfa is to the South, fepa-
rated from it by the River Senderon; from
whence there is a long row of Trees that
reaches to Ifpaban, and at the End of ‘l:it a

ne
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fine Bridge over that River which leads to
Zulfa. Befides this Dridge there are three o-
thers ; one above thatof Zulfa, and thetwo
others below it.  “Tis difficult to fay cxaltly
how far the River Senderon is diftant from
cach of thofc two Citics. Gemell: docs not
fpeak of 1t, and Tavernser contradits him-
fclf ; for having faid at firft, that the Sende-
rou runs between Ifpaban and Zulfa, at an
equal Diftances he obferves fome Pages af-
tcr, that Zulfa 1s mot above threce Musket
fhot fiom the Biidge which leads to it.  Ths
gives one Reafon to think that the latter is
much nearer the River than Ifpaban ;5 and for
the Dittance of the two Cities, it may be
fixed by what the Author of my Memours fays
of Farabat, which 1s farther from Ifpaban
than Zujfe, which by his way of reckoning
1s fiftecen hundred Paces, or half a League di-
ftant.  Thefc Particularitics feem’d to me not
improper, they rclating to a City which was
the Camp of ths Aghvans all the while they
laid ficge to Ifpaban, and in my Opinion onc
cannot give thg Reader too much in the De-
fcription of Places which are diftingmifhed by
great Events.

Zulfa being more commodiou® than Fara-
bat for attacking Ifpaban, the Aghvans made
themfelves Mafters of it the next Day after
they feized Farabat . The Perfians accule
the Adrmenians of Treachery, in delivering
their City to the Rebels 5 and the Author of

my
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my Memoirs apologizes for them. I thall on-
ly relate the Fa&t as to the taking of 1t let
the Reader judgce of the Manner of its being ta-
ken, and to whom to impute it.

As foon as the Aghvans became formidable
to the Perfians, the latter began to {ufpe the
Armenians, fot no other reafon than that they
prefumed thofe whom they had ill ufed, wou'd
not be forry to change Mafters. It muft be
confeft, that fince the Reign of the great
Schah Abas great Infrmocmcnts had been
made on therr andcgcs by his Succeflors,
yet nonc of them did 1t fo enormoufly as
Schah Huffein haddone. 1 thall not here enter
into the Dctail of their Grievances ; tis, certain
ncither their Lives nor their Eftates were in
Safety. Under the former Kings Juitice was
done them according to Lex Talionis; buc
fince Scah Huffein came to the Crown, the
Mounlabs pretended it was a fbameful Thing
that a Muflulman’s Head fhou'd pay for an Infi-
del’s, that is, intheir Phrafe, a"Chriftian’s. And
on this Principle they got it to be eftablithed,
not by Law bur Cuftom, in ali the Provinces,
that every Muflulman who kil'd an Armenian
fhould only be condemned to pay the Defunéts
Famuly, fol'their nourtthment as much Corn as
an Afs can carry. A new and fine Law this!
SomcYears before the taking of Ifpaban, a Ma-
hometan Thief brokc opena Houfe at Zu/fa,
and having pillag’d it, kil’d the Miftre(s of the
Houfe, with her fix Children, The Neigh-
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bours running at the Cries of the Mother and
her Children, who were murdered, and
feizing the Thief) hurry’d him away with a
great Noite before the King's own Tribunal,
loudly demanding Juftice, and 1nfifting upon
delivering the Murderer, that Vengeance might
be taken on him according to the Cuftom in
Perfia. The Peoples Minds being much
heated, Judgment was put off till next Day ;
when Schub Huffern, by Advice of the Mou-
labs, who diftated the Sentence to him, con-
demned the Criminal to have only his Little
Finger cut off 1n the Market-place of Zu/fa, for
a Murder commutted upon f{cven Perfons; on
the contrary, 1t would have colt an Armenian
his Life, 1fhe had but wounded a Mufluiman,
who was breaking open his Houfe.

1{hall only add one Inftance more, which,
tho’ not fo odious, will however give oncan
Ided of the Infolence of the Perfrans with
refpe& to the Armenians ; of whom a very
confiderable Mefthant, named Stepben Kar-
delans, having buile a wery high Wall, for
the Secutity of s Houfe and Gardens, fome
Perfian Lords took 1t fo 1ll, that they agreed
together to break down the Wall, and enter
his Houfe: Accordingly they camé\to Zulfa,
attended with a good number of Men a Horle-
back, having Flambeaus and Mulfick ; they
dgmolithed part of the Wall, and got into
the Armenians Houfe. ‘Tis true, they flole
nothing ; but they drank there all Night lone ;

and
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and tho they took fome Prefents hc gave
them, they broke his Arm when they went
away, to let himknow, as they faid, he muft
not think to defend himfelf by Walls from
being beaten by them when they had a Mind
to infult him.

The Armenians might {o highly refent the
Vexations and Tyranny of the Perfians, as
to render themfclves {ufpeéted by the latter,
who had reafon to apprehend that they would.
join the Aghvans as foon as they made
their Appearance ; and to deprive them of all
Means of doing hutit, the Perflans difarm’d
the Armenans, making ufe of rthis Pretext
for 1t.

It being dangerous to do it witha high Hand
fo ncar the Rebels Army, 1t was therefore
proclainvd at Zulfa, that the Armenians
fhould appear at Ifpaban with their Armsin as
grecat a Body as they could s for that the King’s
Guards being order’d to mdrch againft tiie Re-
bels, his Majcfty would do them the Honour
to place them near his Perfon. Purfuant to
this Proclamation a numerous Body of them
camc to Ifpahan, where they weie drawn up
in Ranks, .as 1t to be mufier'd, and immediate-
ly the Command Was given, that they fhould
lay down their Armus, and rcturn to Zulfa,
with Menaccs, that {cverc Fines thould be laid
on 2!l thole that were found to have Arms in
their Keeps.

The Arinciiians of Zulfa are Tralers, and

have
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have nothing in thewr Heads but Trade. They
are far from being brave, as may be fecn by
one Example, which would have been hardly
credible, 1f the Author of my Memoirs had
not been an Eye-witnefs of 1t5 He tells us,
that travelling 1 the Year 1718, in Com-
pany with 200 Armenzans arm’d, they were
ftopp’d by Robbers, not above cight inall, who
demanded their Moncey 5 fome Armenzans of
Kanpaly were of Opwon, that they ought
to bind them Hand and Foot, and deliver them
to the Governor of the necxt City; but the
Armenians of Zulfa, who were the Ma-
jority, wou’'d hazard nothing, and chofe ra-
ther to come to a Compofiion with the
Robbers at three Praftres a Hoife, which two
hundred Men paid to thofe eight Thieves.
But had the Armenzans been ever {o brave,
what Refiftance could they make againtt the
Aghvans, when their Arms were taken from
them 2 All they qould do, wiien they faw them
coming to Zulf4, was to give the Court notice
of it, and delirec Succour. They even offer'd
to maintain the Troops themfcelves 5 but their
Offers and Defires were to no purpofe. In
the mcan tume the Army of the ﬁebcls ap-
proaching necarer and ucarer, they s fent
Advice of it to the Perfian General, who
promifed them Afliftance ; but faling them
in 1, they were obliged to make thie beft
Defence they could; and for two Hours
together they fuftain'd a very vigorous Atl;
2 tac



[ 48 ]

tack in the Night-time. They thought of a
Stratacem on this Occafion, and madc the
Encmy beticve they had a ftrong Garrifon of
Perfian Troops, calling one another, during
the ume of the Combat, by Perfran Namcs.
They waited only for the promisd Succours
to fally on the Rebels 5 but no Afliftance
coming, they were forc’'d to fland on the De-
fenfive, and cven to abandon a little Intrench-
ment thrown up in hafte, which the Enemy
feized.

Tho’ the Affault was over in two Hours,
the Rebels arrempted to furpnize the City 1n
the Night 5 and a Gaur, who was with them,
having found Meaps to make a Hole 1a the
Wall, big cnough for his Purpote, an Ele-
phant was brought up to 1t, and by Mcans of
that Hole he threw down a good Part of the
Wall.

Nazir-Ulla, one of the principal Officers
of the Aghvans, commanded thar Atrack,
and made himfelf Mafte: of the Breach.
However, he would run no farther risk in the
Nighr-ume s and, contenting himtelf with
placing a good Guard there, he ordered his
Troops to be ready againtt the nexe Day.

The 11 nabitants of Zulfa {aw then there
wa, no hefitating about the Matter, nor any
Courte to take fafer than to fubinut to the E-
nemy ; to which End they ditparched the
ptincipal Citzens to the Camp ot the Rebels,
to make the beft Terms they cou'd. Indecd

they
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they had flaid too long to procure very good
oncs ; they were at the laft Extremity ; and the
Aghvans Mafters of a Breach, which gave them
Entrance 1nto the Cny 5 fo that they would
grant them no better Terms than to furrender
at Difcretion, and to buy off their Lives and
Goods for Threefcore and ten thoufand To-
mans, about 400000 Pounds of our Money.
To which was added, that they fhould dehver
up fifty young Gutls of the beft Familics of the
Armenians.

Thefe Conditions, the laft cfpecially,
were very hard; but they muft {ubmit to
thecm, or be plunderd ; and the Dclive-
ry of the Girls being what could be {oon-
ctt done, that Arucle was firt comply’d
with. ’Twas a moft moving Sight, to fee
thofc poor Creatures tnatch’d out of thewr Mo-
thers Arms, and to hcar the Shricks both of
Mothers and Daughters.  All the Women of
Zulfa filI'd the City with Groans and Lamen-
tations. Amid@thtir Cries and Screeches the
fifty young Gurls were taken away, as the
Lot fell, and careied to Farabat, the Encmies
Camp. Their Cloaths, Gowns, Head-dreffcs,
Diamonds and Pearls, were all deliverd up
with them, as had becn .particulhly 1pu-
lated. Some of them were fo affefted, to
to fee themfelves 1n the Hands of Barbar:-
ans, that they died for Gricf upon their coming
to Farabat. Even the Aghvans cowd not
help being: movid at this Accadent; and

Vor.lIL E Puy
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Pity finding Place in their Hearts, they treat-
ed them with more Humanity than onc cou'd
naturally expe&t from Men of their Charadter;
for fearing others might alfo dic 1n the Extre-
mity of Grief, they fent thole back that fcem-
ed in fuch Danger; and after. they were
Mafters of Ifpaban they refiored the Reft to
their Parents; there being much more beauti-
ful Women for them in the Capital.

As to the Article concerning the Money,
the Armenians very unfcafonably raisd Dif-
ficulics, and paid dcarly for their Avarice ;
the Aghvans, as ruftick as they were, be-
ing too cunning for them. The former pre-
tending that their chief Effects were 1n Ifpa-
bar, to avold raifing the Sum demanded ;
the Aghvans took them at their Words, and
oblig’d the chief Citizens to give Bond for
Payment of the feventy thoufand Tomars, ci-
ther when the Capital was taken, or Pcace
was concluded, if the War fhould end in a
Treaty.

The Armenians thought they had made a
rare Bargain, as thinking there would never
be a Treaty, nor Ifpahan ever be taken; and
if the ﬂg/ywm {hould be defecated by the
Saccoursthat were coming from all Parts of
the' Kingdom, they would have other things
to think of befides forcing them to clear thofe
Bonds, which then would not do them much
Service. The Argument was plaufible ; but the
Aghuans argwd otherwile ; and from the Un-

ccle



[st]
certainty of their Succefs, did not fo entirely
depend on the Bonds the Armenians had
given them,” as not to take Mecafures to pre-
" vent their being totally fruftrated of the
Effett.

They therefore let the Armenians under-
ftand they did not believe there was Cath e-
nough in Zulfa to pay the Sum ftipulated 5
but having Occafion of Money, they would
content themfelves with what was then in
the City, and wait for the Reft till the Time
of Payment fthould elapfe. To this End, the
Houfes muft be all fearch’d; which fhould be
done very orderly, and a juft Account thou'd
be given of whatever was found, and Reftis
tution made, after the Sum they were bound
for was dedutted. Sucha Speech from thofe
in wholc Power they were, convincd the
Armenians they were out in their Reckon-
ing, and had douc better if they had paid the
Money down, and not have cxpos’d their
Houlfes to be pillag'd inftead of being fearchd 5
the pretended”Secarching being indeed a Pil-
lage; which, excepting that there was no
Murder committed, was accompanied with
all forts of Violences and Crueltigg, ufual in
the Sack of Cities. The Rebels :S\ﬁ‘@.\f:ar-
ried away all the Gold, Silver, Jewels dnd
rich Moveables, they could lay their Hands on,
after having narrowly look’d into every Cor-
ner of the Houfes. When nothing inore
was to be found, they putthe Owners to the
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Torture, to compel them to difcover
their hidden Treafure. They haul'd them
out of their Houfes, and baftinado'd them
on the Soals of their Fect till they coud
hold out no longer, and in the Excels
of Pains difcovered what they had conceal’d
themfclves, and what they knew was con-
ceal’d by their Neighbours. There was one
Cutizen only, Dominigue Faques Kardelans,
an ancient Man, of one of the beft Families of
Zulfa, who, tho' tormcnted more than any
Armentan, having received above 4000
Strokes, and loft the ufe of his Tongue for
fome time, could not be compell’d to difco-
ver any Perfon. He cry’'d out, while he
was under the Torture, They might take all
that was in bis Houfe, but he knew not what
belong'd to others.

*Twas very difficult to fave any Thing from
fuch rapacious Barbarians, who had made
the moft ftrict Search every where. And it is
generally thought, that what the Aghvans got
by Plunder, far excceded the Sum they de-
manded by Stipulation. They found in the
Houfes of the Kardelans, Brothers, 6ocog
Pouads 1in Specie 5 and about 40000 Pounds
in the tHoufe of Arar Cheriman. one of
th. richeft Merchants in Zulfa. The hap-
piclt now was he who had leatt. The Agh-
wvans uling Violence only to draw Money
out of them, the Poor came off well
enough. The Rebels fold what they had
plunderd from the Rich to them at the

meaneft
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mcaneft Prices; almoft for nothing. Thus
the prefent Revolution in Zulfaz, made Beg-
gars of the Rich, and rich Men of the Beg-
gars. The Behaviour of the Aghvans thew’d,
that they rather thought of making their Mar-
ket, to be gone, than to lay Siege to Ifpa-
han ; which they would never have artempt~
cd, had they not had Encouragement by Pet-
fons cven m the Court of Schah Huffemn,
who was bafely betray’d.

Though the Court’s abandoning the City
of Zu/fa, notwithftanding the repcated In-
ftances that were made for Afliftance ; and
the cruel Trearment the Cinzens had
met with from the Rebels, was enough to
vindicate their Fidelity ; yetthey were look’d
upon as Traytors, who held Intelligence with
the Rebels, and had deliverd their City to
them ; and ’tis incredible how the Perfians
were enrag’d againft them for this pretended
Infidelity.

Nothing_hoWever was more unjuft than
this Reproach, which the Court dwele much
upon, to lay on the Armenzans the blame of
an Event, which wmdced cou’d not reafonably
be laid to any one’s Charge but thcu‘ own.
Their Condu&, with refpeit to was
fuch, as every one muft think was wnh%e-
fign to let the Rebels pofie(s themfelves of
that City. The Court had not only taken
the Citizens Arms away, and fent them no
Aflifance ; but alfo had hinder'd Mirza Sefs,

E 3 the
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the King’s cldeft Son, from affiting them, as
he was preparing to do; for when, difarm’d
as they were, they defended themfelves againft
the Aghvans, that Prince, who at the Head
of a great Body of Cavalry, was marching
towards Zulfa, to fupport them, the Per-
fran-General laid hold on the DBridle of his
Horfe, faying, the King would not fuffer him
to expole himfelf, for “fear any il Accdent
fhou’d happen to him, which would difcourage
the Army. It hasalwaysbeenthought, thatthe
falfc Politicks of the Court facrific'd Zulfa and
the Armenians to the Safety of the Capital ;
in an Opuon, that when the Aghwvans had
loaded themfelves with Riches, they wou'd
march off with the Booty they had got.
Thefe Political Refinements are like Chymical
Remedies ;5 one runs great Risk in making
ufe of them. The Mifchief of fuch Faults
in Policy 1s, that a real and cerrain Good
happens to the Enemy, while thc Fruit ex-
pected from it is always uncefisin aad often
chimerical. If the Court had bccn fure thar’
the Aghvans would have returned home af-
ter they had plunder'd Zu/fa, their giving up
that Citys would have been excufables but
noghi ng havmg been ftipulated as to that,
ncy mlght well have been afraid without Im-

utation of trcachery, that the taking of
Zulfa would make 1t fo cafy for the Rebels
to ftreighten I/paban, and form the Siege,
as muft needs be a Motive for them to un-
dertake it, It is true, ‘twas the Adwc:-i

an
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and Exhortation of thofe that aftetwards
betray'd the King, which determin’d the
Aghvans to pulh theic Pownt, and be-
fiege the Capital: But its no lels true,
that inftead of hearkning to fuch Advice,
they would have taken it to have been a
Snare laid 1n their Way, had they not been
in Poffeflion of Zulfa and Farabat. The
Court of Perfra were thus guilty of two great
Faults : The firft, 1n abandoning Farabat, by
which the Rcbels got onc Foot wmnto Zulfa.
The feccond, 1in not defending Zulfa to
the laft Extrenuty; becaufe they mught by
fortifying themfelvesthere, have kept a Com-
munication open by the Bridge of Z#lfa, and
have had plentitul Supplies brought to Ifpa-
ban. Thus had the Capital of ‘Perfia becn
kept out ofthe Hands of the Barbarians, who
could not have reducced it but by Famine.
"Twas the 1oth of March, ashasbeen ob-
fervid, when the Aghvans cnterd Farabat ;
and the z pofieis'd themfelves of Zulfz the
next Day™™>As they ar that Junéturc thought
much morc of returning, than of bcﬁcomg
l[paban, they were for lofing no Time;
and becaufe the Day followmv the 2tft of
March was the firft Day of the ch«m Perfia,
where it begins at the vernal Equmox,‘(hcy
refolv'd on that Day togwve a New-Year's Gite
to Ifpaban, by a kind of general Affaule s
which was rather a Bravado than a rcal At-
tack. The River Semderou cutting off all

Commuynication betwixt the City of [pahan a
Mile
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Mile off, and the Aghven Army on the o-
ther fide of it; and befides, the Dridge being
well guarded, and the Senderon overflowing
the fame Day, the Aflailants could not come
near the Cuty. Thus the pretended Affault
cnded 1n the Exchange of {ome Piftol-fhor,
and the fiiing fome Cannon acrofs the River.
The Artllery was all out of Order, andcould
do no great Damage; and the Shoutings on
beth fidesdccided nothing, 71 lLiere were fome
Blows given, and Blood f{pit on this Occa-
fion, ncar the Brdge of Abufatat, guarded
by the Perfians ; tor the Aghvans making
as if they gave ground, to draw the Perfians
away from the Endge, in purfuit of them
the latter, tho’ veteran Tioops, quitted their
Poft to charge them; and the Aghvans fa-
cing about, therc was an Engagement, 1mn
which there were about 200 Perfians {lain,
who fold their Lives dearly, having kill’d at
Jeaft as many of the Rebels. Asto thege-
neral Affault, if 1t deferves t& be fo call’d, it
lafted fix Hours, and ferv'd as £Iin to the,
Inhabitants of the City that was to be al-
fauired 5 who got upon their Houfes, which
arc flat a-top in Perfia, and look’d very quiet-
ly and f{alcly on the Combatants fighting
with®a fuver between them. The Manner
with which the Rebels began the Attack,
made the Citizens of Ifpaban recover them-
felves a little out from Terror with which they
were firuck at the Lofs of the Battel of Giu/-

pabat,
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nabat. They werc athamed of being allarm’d
arthe Approach -of Men, whoappeard fo Little
terrible 1n A&ion : By this means, what the
Aghvans defign’d to rterrify the People of
Ifpaban, only ferv'd on the comntrary to ani-
matc them.

Myrr-Maghmud had too good Intelligence
in that Caputal, not to be informed of the
Mifcarriage of his Attempt, which had been
fomewhat too hafty. He knew they made
a Jeft of his general Affault; and that he
had loft mure Reputation by that A&ion than
he had acquired by his Vittory at Geulnabat,
He was hearuly vex’'d ; and being refolved to
have his Revenge as foon as poflible, he fcarce
gave his Troops a Day’s Reft, tho’ in truth
he fcarce they were more tired with hollowing
thanfighting. The 23d of March, which was
Monday in ‘Paffion-Week that Year, was pitch’d
upon for a ncw general Affault, in which
Maghmad pretended to retricve his Repu-
ration,_ But te cnable the Reader to judge
petter of ks fecond A&ion, the moft confi-
derable during she Siege of Ifpaban, 1 muft
here bricfly defcribe the Situation of the
Place where it happen’d. .

The Ruver Senderon runs South of /5aban,
about a Mile from that City. It pafics %om
the Weft to the Eaft; and in the Space of a
League has four Bridges over it, ar an equal
Diftance of a Mile, leading to the City.

That
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That Bridge which is moit to the Weft, and
above the 1eft by the Courfe of the River, is
a very plain one, but very commodious for
the Armenians of Zulfa, who Trade to or
from the Weft; becaufe, if 1t was not for
that Bridge, they muft take a great Compafs
about, and crofs the whole City of Ifpabanr,
to gain the great and long Alley of Tcharbag,
which reaches from that Capital tothe Bridge
of Zulfa.

This Bridge is the fecond in Order, towards
the Eaft ; and leadsto Z#lfa, whence it takes
its Name. ’Tis one of the fineft Picces of
Workmanfhip that 1s of its Kind, acccord-
ing to Tawvernier’s Defcription of 1t, towhich
Irefer ;5 taking notice here only of as much
as relates to my Subject. “Tis 350 Fectlong,
and from 20 to 60 Fcet broad. There’s on
cach fide of it a Gallery of 25 or 30 Feet
high, and 8 or ¢ Fcet wide ; fo that onc may
pafs in the nuddle of the Dridge without be-
ing perceived by any one on cach fide of the
River. Nothing can be a betbc “Reprefen:
tation of it than the Bridges-of Parzs, which
have Houfes on them ; fuch as the Bndgc of
Notre-Dame, and the Change Bridge.

Thetlrrd Bridge, pafling down the River
E ward, is juft fuch another Bridge as that
of Zulfa ; at feaft with refpect to the Galle-
ries on cach fide of it. It is called the
Bridge of Gaures, becaufe it leads to their
Dwellings ; and ‘twas on this Account that

Schah

2z
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Schab Abas the 1I. Grandfather to Schah
Hu/ffein, built it, on purpofe to prevent their
pafling by the great Alley Tcharbag, which
before this Bridge was built, they muft pafs
in their way home from Ifpaban.

The fourth Bridge 1s an Old one, a Mile
beclow the Ganres, and fomething hke the
firt. °Tis called the Bridge of Chiras ; it
being the Road-way fiom Ifpahan to the Ci-
ty of Chiras.

Of thefc four Bridges the fccond and third
were fo cafy to defend, by Mcans of their Gal-
leries; that the Aghvans did not attempt to
force their Paffage that way. The othercwo
were quitec open. The firlt, tho Taverneer
docs not tell us 1ts Name, thou’d be the Bridge
of Abufabat, at which the Rebels made their
firt Attack the 21ft of March ; and it was at
the Bridge of Chiras, as my Memoirsobferve,
that they made their fecond in the Manngr
we arc about te relate.

Thewcame up with all poflible Refolution
#nd Bravery ; and while one Part of them of-
fer'd to Ford the' River, the other attack’d the
Bridge itfelf, and at laft poflefled it, aftera
vigorous Refiftance. The Ofhicery who com-
manded at that Poft, was4n Eunuci.; - Man
of a good Head and Heart, as he thewed »
this Occafion. His Name was Achmet Apa.
When he faw the Perfians giving way,
and the Rebelsin Poffeflion of the other
End of the Bridge, he ran thither with fom;

ols
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oldSoldicrs to fupport them, and foon recpver'd
part of the Ground that had been loft. While
both Sides were fighting on the muddie of
the Bridge, without any great Advantage on
cither, a Carpenter of Curlande, named ¥ a-
conth, who was pretty knowing in Artillery,
charged fome Cannon that werc upon the Ri-
ver Bank on Ifpaban fide, and having pointed
them againtt the Aghvans, and taken nght
Aim, he difcharged his Cannon fo well that
he clear’d the Bridge of onc Part of the Re-
bels, and obliged the other to gallop off as
fatt as they couid. The Eunuch, not can-
tented with having rccovered the Bridge,
for the Decfence of which he had fought,
follow'd the Aghvans with his beflt Troops,
and did greac Exccution.

The Rebels had been ruin’d, if the Gene-
ral of the Perfian Army, Machmet-1¥alz,
bad fallen upon them on his fide with his
Arabs ;5 and the Perfians would have had full
Revenge for their Difgrace at Gr+lnabat.
But this General, whofe Pay Wwas 100e~-
Crowns a Day, found his Atcount too well
in lengthning out the War, to put an End to
it o foon.

Onggannot have a better Conception of the
‘Adwantage, and the Greatnefs of the Service
done to Perfia by the Eunuch Achmet Agha,
than by the Decjeétion and Confternation
this Shock threw the Aghvans into. They
kept clofc in their Camp feveral Days, none

daring
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daring to appear out of it; and judging of
them by the Caution they took to pre-
vent all Irruption upon them, one would
have taken them for Men who rather expeét-
ed to be beficged, than Troups whe in-
tended to lay fiege to the Capital of a great
Kingdom. It was now that they thought in
good Earneft of reuring, and repented of
their not hearkening to the advantagious
Propofals which had been made them after
the Battel of Gm/nablat. They were willing
to rcaffumc the Treaty ; and were the firft
to follicite the Armenzans to interpofe 1n the
Mateer.

Had the Jatter been difposd to take this
Mediation upon them, Perfiz had infallibly
been fav'd 5 the Aphvans wanting only an ho-
nourable Gate for them to go out of this Af-
fair.  But fuch was the Situation of the mi-
{erable Inhabsrtants of Zulfa, that they were
not proper to negotiate a Ticaty, which cou'd
not fucceed without their total ruin. They
knew How .uuch the Court and Crey of Ifpa-
Zdn were fer againfl them; that nothing lefs
was talk’d of there than the Deftiuttion of
their City by Firc and Sword, as 1;oon as the
Rebels were gone. That,the very Women
talk’d {o 1n the Markets, loading them ‘:ith
Curfes, and threatning to tear the Armenzan
Children out of their Mothers Bellies. Be-
fides this, they judged very nightly, that the
Aghvans would not march homewards till

they
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they had again fack’d their City; and that
cven the Perfians would abandon them in a
Treaty to the Difcretion of the Barbarians;
that the greateft Part of them had no better
courfetotake thanto follow the Rebelsto Can-
dahar ; and the latrer were (o well perfuaded
of it, that they promifed them as a Favour,
to take them with them, if the Peace
was concluded by their Means. Thefc Con-
fiderations made them deaf to the Sollicita-
tions of the Rebels for their mediating an
Accomodation, which they would by no
Means hearken ro.  And this is the firongeft
and jufteft Reproach that the Perfians have
againft them; and if ever the latier thould
again be Malters, the Armenzans have nothing
to think of but quitting the Kingdom, unlefs
they would expofe themf{clves to the Fury of
an enrag’d and powerful Enemy.

While Myrr-Maghmud was in vain pref
fing the Armenzans to engage in a Negotia-
tion of Peace with the ‘Pe;};(ian Court, he
learn’d by his Spies in  Ifpabar; - and other
Advices, that the Perfians thought of nothing
lcfs than of attacking him ; and though they
had been f{o difpofed, they were 1n no Condi-
tion tQ wadertake it. He found he had taken
a fiiife Alarm ; but what encourag’d him
moft was, the new Engagement he enter'd
into with Machmet-Wali. 'The latter, up-
on the Exclufion of the Athemar-Doulet
was left fole General of the Royal A{:rnhy.

¢
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The Athemat-Doulet, after having betray’d
the publick Caufe, came off with fo ﬂzght
a Mortification, and continu'd in the Office
of Prime Munifter, Thus Myrr-Maghmud
having nothing to fear on the Parr of the Ge-
neral of the Terfmz Army, rcfolvdto lct the
Time {lide, and to watch for an Opportunity
to refume his Proje& more fuccefsfully ;
which Refolution was the more {uitable to
him; for that, if he had really an Intention
to rctire, he would have been obliged to fay
ull his Horfes were in Cafe for 1t, which
were now only Skin and Bones, and not at
ail in a Condition for {o long a March.

It is not ccrtamnly known, whether Mach-
met-IWal:, General of the Arabs, had then
tormed any Defign to dethrone the King
‘tis fhill prefum’d that he thought only of
weakening him, and ftrengthning Myrr-Magh-
mnd, that he might onc Day, by favour of
his Afliftance, render humfelf Independent in
his Principality ‘of Hacvufa.  Certain it is,
he was thic.in An& Intelligence with M]rr-
ﬁdgbmud who, perhaps, did not difcover
to him the full Extent of his Views; and it
was not tll after he had made fureof Mach-
met-Wal;, that he determyun’d to oufh the
Siege of Ifpaban to the urmott.

As foon as this Refolution was fix'd, he
apply’d himfelf to furmifh his Camp with all
forts of Neceffaries for fo umportant an En-
terprize, which he forclaw woud run out

mto
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intoLength; the Aghvans, as has been ob-
ferv'd, knowing nothing of a Siege; and he
could have no Hopes of raking the Capital
but by Famine, which would confume. Time,
and confequently a- grcat Quanuty of Provi-
fions. :

The ret of this Month of March, and-all
April, he employ’d in getting thefe Provi-
fions to his Camp; which was facihitated by
a taar fufpenfion of Arms on one fide and
the other ; for fiom the 23d of March, when
the Aghvans werc repuls'd at Chrras Brdge,
to the Beginning of May, ncither Side at-
tempted to pafs the River by which they
were both {cparated.

But if the Aghvans did nothing on the
City Side, they made up for it on that of the
Country, where they plunder’d the nesghbout-
ing Towns and Villages, and brought away
all the Provifions and Forage. Some of the
Towns ftood out againft them, and coula not
be forced by them ; but moft of them were
reduced, by cutring off their Whaeef, and a
great many were forfaken by the Inhabitants,
who fled where they cou'd with their Effects.
All the Detachments fent out by the Rebels,
returned loaden with great Booty ; fo that the
Cpmp “was foon full of ail forts of Provifions,
luthicient to fupply them feveral Months.

In the mean while Myrr-Maghmud amus'd
the Court of Perjra with divers Negotia-
tions; Couriers were always going and com-
ing from I/paban to the Camp, and from the

Camp
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Camp to I/pahan ; and by the help of thefe
publick Negotiations, fecrct ones were carried
on; and fome by Emiflarics, who went by
Night more than by Day; fo that Maghmud
having bound his Party well together, by
means of his Correfpondents in the Capital,
who mformed him of the Condition every
thing was 1n, and being well provided with
all Neceflaries for hazarding a Siege, refoivid
in the Beginning of May to open himfclf a
Paflage on the Ruver,’ coft what it would.

Hc made his Attack at the Biidge of A-
bufabar, the Weltermoft of the four Bridges
over the Semderow, which he had attempred
in vam the nexe Day after the taking of Zu/-
fa. Hc found not fo much Refiftance in the
feccond Atrack as he met with in the firft.
The Georgzans, who had the Charge of de-
fcnding it, were for the moft Part drunk or
aflecp ; fo that they were at no more Trouble
than pafling over their Bodies in maftering
tlie Bridge. Thus Paflage being once open, pait
of, the Ariny follow’d, and fpread themfeclves
about Ifpahan, which they began to inveft
on all Sides the fame Day. They then for-
tificd the Paflcs fo ftrongly, that nothing could
go in or come out of the City.

It was not til! then thought in the neish-
bouting Countries, that the Rebels did fe-
rioufly intend to form the Siege of Ifpahan ;
Pcople fill flatter'd themfelves, that after they
had plunder'd Zulfa, and the Neighbourhood,

"Vor lL E they
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they wou’d return with their Booty. In this
Imagination they neglctted laying up Stores
in the Capital 5 but when they underftood
the Rebels had pafs’'d the River, apd block’'d
up the City on all fides, they began to
awake, and to confider how to fuccour it.
This general Movement might have produc’d
fomething, had there been an able Chief to
have kept them together, with fuflicient Au-
thority to have united the feveral Cantons,
and have obliged them to actin Concert : But
there was no little City nor Town which
wou'd not a& of itfelf. Further, two Fa-
¢tions in the fame City cou'd not reloive to
fufpend their Arimofitics, to join together a-
gainft the Common Enemy; and, as if the
Rout of the Rebels, and the rading rhe Siege
of Ifpahan, had been at their Difpofal) and
in their Power, each Fa&ion would referve
the Glory to 1utfelf, and was afraid left
the contrary Party fhou’d have a fhare of it.
Thus the War was carried on bg Parties.
All the different Bodies of TlOOpS, whigh,
ifjoin’d together, wou’d infallibly have bcatcn
the Detachments Maghmud {cnr out 1nto
the Courtry during the Siege, were defeated
in twrlve Encounters, which were call’'d
Sombats, tho not worthy ot that Name,
and made a grcat Noifc all over 4fia, where
they were talk’d of as fo many fet Battels, in
which the Aghvans had always the Advan-
tage.

2 The
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The only one of all thefe A&ions, that
deferves Attcntion, and may be call'da Com-
bat, was that where a Body of sooo Men,
raifed by Ali-Merdan-Kan, Prince of Lo-
riftan, was cat in Pieces by the Imprudence
of his Brother 5 for while that General was
making other Levies to joyn thofe so00
Men, and was preparing a great Convoy for
I/paban, his Brothei, jealousof the Glory he
was about to acquirg, found Means to de-
bauch his Men by giving them Money, and
engag’d them to follow him againft the Ene-
my; but being a raw Soldier, he behaved
10 1l], and led them {o unadvifedly, that the
sooo Mcen were totally routed, and he him-
felf efcaped with Dithiculty, the Fight having
been very bloody.

This was onc of the Perfians moft confi~
derable Loffes fince the Battel of Giulnabat ;
and caufed fo much the more Affli¢tion over
all the Kingdom, by how much the Perfians
had phiced all their Hopes in this {mall Body
fthe Army, which confifted indeed of pick’d
Men, and, above all, in the Capacity of the
brave Alz-Merdan-Kan, who had form’d it.

But no Body was fo much concern’d as this
Lord, who was doubly intercfted by the Lofs
itfelf, and by tlic Hand from whence it can.c.
He was at an infinite deal of Pains to affemble
thefe soco Men, chofen Troops, who wanted
only a good Commander. He pretended not to
give Battel to the Aghvans with a Number of
Men foinferior totheirs; propofing nothingmore

¥z 10
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to himfelf than to force one of their Dofls,
and to make way for his great Convoy, which
was quite ready to enter Ifpaban. lt was
very pra&ticable, and in all likelthood would
have fucceeded. °'Tis alfo cerrain, that the
Confidence Pecople had in his Ability would
have animated the Befieged , and his Vigilance
and Authority, would have been too hard for
the Aruofices of a General, who betray’d the
Party which he headed. On the Eve of the Day
when he wasto ¢xecute his Project,he faw all his
Meafures broken by the blind Jealoufy of a
Brother, who, tho’ younger, and without Ca-
pacity, had all his Life long been labouring to
fupplant him. This unlucky Biother ob-
tained his End fomeYears before ; and manag’d
his Intrigucs fo well with the Eunuchs and
Minifters, that he got himfelf put in his Bro-
ther's Place in the Principality of Lorsflan,

and the latter to be confin'd at Kzrman.
Whatever Canfe of Refentment A%z Mer-
dan-Kan had againft the Court, he heagkend
to nothing but his Zeal and his Duty, whgn
he heard the Aghvans were marching tow ards
Ifpaban. He made his Efcape from the Place
of his Exilc, to go and fupport the totiering
Throne of a King by whom he had himlelf
been ftripp’d of his Principality. He was at
the Barttel of Grulnabat, and had given evi-
dent Proofs of his Fidclity and Courage.
Since that fatal Day his {ole Bufine(s had been
to find out Mcans to fuccour hus King inthe
moft
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moft prefling Neceflity. All his Cares, his
Credit, and his Wealth, had been thus em-
ploy’d; and at lait he faw himfelf in a Con-
dition to undertake it, when he found in his
own Brother an Enemy, who ruin’'d all his
Hopcs. He had pardon’d his former Trea-
fons, but could not ftand out againft thislaft;
and having him in his Power, he rid him-
fclf of him, tho’ not without great Regtet,
and very forry he was that there was no o-
ther way for him to put an End to his Trea-
fons. The Viftory gain’d by the Aphvans
on this Occafion vras compleat; but they
made that ufe of their Advantage which Bar-
barrans arc wont to do; for having given
Quarter to thofe that furviv’d the Battel, and
laid down their Arms only, on their {wear-
ing to fpare their Lives, they cut the Throats
of all of them, a few cxcepted, from whom
they hop’d to receive great Sums for their
Ranfom.

So<biack a Perfidy remain’d not without
Panihment; and on this Occafion it was
that the Town of Ben-Ifpahan, who had
gwven the Rebels more Trouble than any Ci-
ty in Perfia, began to fignalize *herfelf a-
gain®t them. This Town /s not above thrce
Miles from the Capital whofe Name it bears.
“Tis pretty ftrong, and fituated as to be able
to make a Defence.  The Inhabitants of the
Towns and Villages about it, alarm’d by the
Defeat of the Perfan Army, had removed

Fs thither
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thither with their Effe&s, as to a Place of Safety.
The Men of Ben-Ifpahan,ready to take hold of
all Opportunities to fall on the Rebels, were in-
form’d, that the Body of Aghvans, who had
defeated Ali-Merdan-Kan's little Army, re-
treated very negligently, and brought with
them all the Baggage and Provifions defign’d
for Ifpaban, which they found in the Enemics
Canip. On this Advice they waited for theiwr
Return s and falling briskly upon them, thcy,
without much Dufficulty, defeated Troops, fa-
tign'd with a long Fight, who not expeting
to be attack’d, march’d in Diforder, and all
the Security which was a natural Effe¢t of fo
late a Victory. 'The Men of Ben-1/paban re-
coverd by this all the Booty the Rebels had
taken from the Army of Ali-Merdan-Kan.
They were carrying home the Provifions and
Baggage when Myrr-Maghmud di{daining
that a fimple Town fhou’d pur fuch an Af-
front op him in fight of the Capital, which
he was befieging, rcfolved te revenge it in
Perfon ; and mounting on Horfeback, put
himfclf ac the Head of a great Body of Troops,
with which he march’d againft the Men of
Ben-Ifpakan, who retid in good Order.
He was receivd with more Refolution and
Vigcr than he cxpetted, or had met with
from the Perfians. The Men of Ben-Ifpa-
bap beat him, and cut off moft of the Troops
ke had with him. He himfelf was hard put
to it to make his Efcape, full of Confifion

and



[7r ]

and Rage at his being forced to Jcave, to the
Difcretion of the Conquerors, feveral Pri-
foncrs of Importance, fome of them his neat-
eft Relations, whom he could not gct out of
their Hands. He was no fooner remined to
his Camp, than out of fcar that the Mcn of
Ben-Ifpaban would ufe Reprfals, and treat
their Prifoners as Ali- Merdan-Kan's Soldicrs
had been treated by his own Troops contrary
to their Oath given, and the Law of Nati-
ons ; he in hafte fent an Exprefs to the King,
to pray him to interpofe his Authority to fave
ther Lives: promifing that if thofe Aghvan
Prifoners were well us'd, he might expe& an
Accommodation. TheKing immediately dif=
patch’d an Ofhicer of his Court, nam’'d Mirzz
Raham, whom the Aghvans themfelves con-
ducted to Ben-Ifpahan. But the Officer came
too latc : He {faw the dead Bodies of thofe
Prifoners fixed upon Stakes, among whom
were an Unclc of Mrr—Magbmﬂd s, one of
his Byothers, and two of his Coufins; and
that Oflicer complaining that the Mecen of
Ben-Ifpaban had been too quick, they re-
ply’d boldly, That Barbarians who broke
their Oaths, ought not to be fugprifed that
they had fo treated thofc Men to whom they
had promis'd nothing.

This cruel, tho’ juft Execution, deftroy'd
all Hope of a Peace by a Treaty. The Re-
bels, who by the Ufage their Fellows met

“with from the Men of Ben-Ifpakan, faw
F g4 what
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what they were to expe&t from the Perflans
if they got the Maftery, refolved to give no
Quarter ; and the fame Day maflacred ali
their Prifoners, as fo many Vichims due to
the Manes of their Countrymen thus trcated
at Ben-1{paban.

However, they were firancely difpirited by
the Check they had juft met with from thofe
Men. Inftead of prefling the Sicge of the
Capital, they contented themfelves with fur-
nithing well the principal Pofts in the Neigh-
bourhood of that Place, and fecuring the Paf-
fage of the Bridge of Abufabar. The reft of
the Army returned to the Camp at Farabat,
leaving but few Troops cven at Zxlfa.

Here was a fair Opportunity to deliver I/~
pakan, had 1t been taken hold of 5 and that
it was not, was no Fault of the Armruians of
Zulfa. Tho’ the Perfians had accus'd them
of favouring the Aghvans, 1t 1s certain the
King had not more faithful and more intelli-
gent Spies than they had been, from whom
he recetved conftant Advice of whatever pafs'd
in the Rcbels Camp. AMyre-Maghmud him-
felf difcoverd fome of them, whom he put
to a cruel Death for their Treachery. Wacen
they faw “the Dejection the Aghvans were
fallen into fince their Jate Dcteat, they not
only informed the King of it, but were the
firft that folicited and prefs’d him to take Ad-
vantage of that Conjunéture, and to ftifle all
Reproaches, well or ill grounded; they ex-

horted
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horted him to make himfelf Mafter of Zulfa,
fhewing how eafily it might be done, offer-
ing to be themfelves aflifting in it, by putting
the few jgb'uzm.r that remained there to
Dcath, as foon as they faw the Royal Army
advance.

Tiuc 1t is, the Aghvans were in fuch a
Condition that the Perfians would have met
with no great Refiftance ; and if they had fe-
curd Zulfa, the City of Ifpahan had been
dclivered. The Bridee of Abufabat artack’d
on the Side of Zulfa and that of Ifpahan at
the fame time, could not have held out ; and
that Paffage being cut off, there would have
been no Communication left between the
Rcbels in the Pofts about Ifpaban, and the
reft of the Army cncamp’d at Farabat ; and
had no othcr Profit accru’d by this Enterprize,
than opening a Paflage for a great Convoy of
feveral thoufand Camels loaden with Provifi-
ons, which waited for the Momnicnt in the
Neighbourhood, the Place had at leaft been
revictualled, and the Courage of the befieg’d
been rais’d ; for they feared Famine much
more than the Aghvans.

The King highly approved of the Propofi-
tion, and immediately order'd the General to
march with the Army, and put it in Exccution.
But the latter, who for fome time had be-
tray’d him, and was fo deeply engag’'d with
Myrr-Maghmud, that he thought juftly enough
hic thould be undone, and all would come

out
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out if the King continu’d Mafter, eluded that
Order by making fhew of crecuting it. He
at firt march’d his Army out at the Cuy
Gates, but foon after march’'d them in again
under various Pretences.  Somctimes he faid
he had Advice, that AWi-Merdan-Kan's Ar-
my, the Defeat of which was not yct known,
were jult upon arrivitg, and tthJunéhon of
their Troops would render the Exccution of
the Proje& morc certain ; and fometimes he
fecmed to doubt the Sincerity of the Arme-
mzans, and did not think 1t fit to trult the
only Army the Statc then had on their bare
Word. And as the Perfians ftood 1n need
of him, and durft not feem to fufpect his Fi-
delity, they were forced to accept his Excu-
fes, and lofc the fareft Opportunity which
ever offerd for the Deliverance of the City,
*Twas about the fame time, that News
came of the Dcfeat of Ali- Merdan-Kan's
Troops, which they had not heard of before;
and what augmented the Defolation which
this stfortunc caus'd, was further Advice
that there was no Hope of Succour from the
Prince of Georgza ; which happen’d thus:
When the King was inform’'d of the Lofs
of the Battel of Giu/nabat, the Rupture of
the propofed Accommodation, and the Ap-
proach of the Aghvan Army towards I/pa-
ban, and faw he was like to be befieg'd, he
thought the furct way to free himfelf from
this Embarrafsment, was to fend for the Prince,

of
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of Georgia, on whofe Capacity and Valour he
might rcly. The Difficulty was how he
[hould regain that Prince, on whom the
greateft Affront had becn put, by fignifying
to him an Order for him to return home, juft
as he was about breaking 1n upon the Le_[gt-
ans with an Army of 6cooco Men; and it
could not but be known that he had then
{worn at the Head of his Forces, ncver to
draw Sword for the King, or the Srate. The
King was forry aftcr he had carry’d things
with (o high a Hand, to fee himfelf obhgd
to have recour(t to the Georgian Prince ;5 but
fuch was the Extremity to which he was dri-
ven, that ‘twas refolv’d to fet every thing a-
fide, and endeavour to regain and appeafc
him; for which Schabh Huyffern took the beft
Courfe that could be. He fent him the moft
magnificent Prefents; to thefe he join'd a
Leteer, the Contents of which did not run
fo much upon Juftification and Apology, as
his §errow and Excufes for what had palsd,
ccarcerved 1n fuch Terms as might more than
make him amerds, coming from a King ta
his Vaflul. He confefs’d he had been in the
wrong to fnatch the Arms out ofs his Hands,
when he was on the pomnt of chaftifing his
Enemues, and thofe of the State; and ac-
knowledg’d ar laft, notwithftanding the Sufpi-
cions which had been wirhput grounds rais’d
againft him, that he never had a more true
and faichful Friend. He then fhewed him,

that
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that the Time was now come for him to prove
himfelf fo, by giving him cflential Marks of
his Friendfhip in the prefling Neceflity to
which he was reduced; and after having fet
before his Eyes what he had donc upon Oc-
cafions for his Fanuly, and his whole Nation,
he added, that if Gratitude obliged him to
nothing with regard to him, fomething was
at leaft owing to the Dlood of thc Princes,
Reftom-Kan and Koftrow-Kan his Brothers,
and fo many Georgrans, whom the Aghvans
had moft barbaroufly murderd. On Prince
Vachtanga's Anfwer to this Letter depended
the Safety or Lofs of the Kingdom; for it is
full the general Belief in Perfra, thar it that
Prince had only made a Shew of marching to
the King's Afliftance, the Adghvans would
not have ftaid for his coming, but have made
what haftc they could home: Spite pre-
vail'd on this Occafion ; tho” when the Voice
of Duty was too weak, that of Compaflion
at lcaft ought to have been heard. Vautas-
gz faw his King fuppliant, as one may {ay,
upon his Knces, imploring his Protcétion in
the moft extreme Peril, without being mov'd.
A Word only would have fav’d him ; and
fuch was his implacable Refentment, that he
refusd him even that. But to prove that
when a Pcrfon is wanting to his King, he is
wanting to himfelf, and that when a Throne
falls, thofe to whom it was a Support muft
fall with it, Heaven permitted that Prince

‘ Vachtan-
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Vachtanga thould be onc of the firft Vidtims
of his own Hard-hecartednefs; for after the
taking of pralmr, the Turks made an Irrup-
tion into Georgia, when 1t wasdraind of Sol-
diers ; and Vaclytanga being 1n no Condition
to rcfit them, was forccd to fly. Hc took
Refuge at Petersburgh in Augufl, 1725. and
found there more Compaflion 1n his Misfor-
tunes than he had had for his King’s; the
Czarma giving him a very kind Rcception,
and afligning him an *honourable Penfion, on
which he has fubfifted ever fince ; ; a Fugitive
outed of his Dominions, to which theie 1s
no Appcar:mcc that he will cver return.
When all Hope of Succour fiom Georgra was
over, the Perfians began to conccive new
Fears. For the firlt Alaxms on the Arrival
of the Aghvans, and the taking of the
Biidge of Abufabat, had not for ome time
given them much Diftarbance 5 tho’ tie latter
beinf’ in the Enemies Hands, the City was

by it, and all (,ommumcatlon from
wirl out cut off. They hopd the News of
the March of /achtanga would have nd
them of an Enemy who block’d up the Cuty,
but that was all. They madc no Attempt to
force 1t; or if they did, they appeard to be
fuch Novices in Attacks of Places, that their
Aflaults were only a Sight for the Citizens
of Ifpaban, who from their Houfes Tops
look’d on them as fuch for their Amufement.
The fitk Months of the Siege pafy'd in this

manner,



[ 78 ]

manner, tbe Inhabitants of the Capital living
in as great Security as if they had not been
beficged. But the Defcat of all the fmall
Bodics that were conung to their Afliftance
at laft awaken'd them, and renewed theit
Difqucts both in Court and City, efpeaally
when they defpaird of Packtanga’s coming.
"Twas belicv’d that all thofe {mail Bodies of
Troops which the Rebels had beaten, mufcar-
ry’d 1n their Enterprizes more thro” want of
Condu& than want of Zcal, and by enga-
ging the Enemy apart; whereas if they had
been all joined under one Chief, whofe Au-
thority might be futficient to unite them, and
keep them 1n fome Ordcr, their Enterprizes
would have been more fuccefsful.

They caft ther Eyes on Prince Thamas,
Schah Huffem's third Son, to be their Chuef.
His two Eldeft had already becn in their Turn
declar'd Succcflors to the King their Father.
Mirza-Seft, the eldeft of all of them, took a
Dufguft in a Month’s Time, as 15 feen In its
placc, or perhaps we are made to belicve fo.
The fecond Son, who was afterwards {ubfi-
tutcd tn his room, was motre unhappy; for
thc Eunuchs, who wcrc Mafters of cvery
thing, having taken Umbrage at his Condu&,
got him to be again confin’'d 1n the Haram,from
whence he had been taken. Thofe that have
fuffer'd Outrage to a certain Point being ne-
ver brought upon the Stage again, and the
Name and Authority of a Son of the King

o - being
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being wanted to unite all the Provinces, and
all Partics nnder onc and the fame Command,
the third Son was preferr’d to his two clder
Brothers, tho” he had not yet appear'd in the
World.

He was for this purpofe taken out of the
Haram, as the Kingdom’s laft Hope ; and to
qualify him to compel Obcdience, the King
declar'd him his Succeflor 1n the Throne with
great Solemnity. He alfo made him his
Licutenant, with full Power throughout all
Perfia. After he had been publickly recog-
niz’d as fuch, the Queflion was, how he might
with Safery pafs through the Rebels, who in-
vefted the City on all Sides. A good Efcorte
of soo fiout Soldiers were pick’d out of the
Band calied Kagrat's for that Scrvice.  They
wcre hardy and trufty Fellows, of approv'd
Fidelity.  They conduéted him fo well by
private Ways, that maugre all the Obftacles
they met with, the Prince was in twenry-fonx
Hour: March upon a Stretch brought to a
Plafe of Safety.

Prince Thamds was now in a Condition
to att; but he did not find thingsin the good
Difpofition which the Court flatter'd them-
felves with.,  Moft of the People in the Coun-
try round about I/paban were dithearten’d
with the ill Succe(s of all their Attemprs, and
had retired into remoter Provinces. It was
not eafly to make them return, and reaflem-
ble to oppofe the Rebels, As to the Troops

on
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on the Froatieis, thofc that were on the Bor-
ders of the Lefgians could not quit their
Pofts, which, fo wecaken’d were they by fe-
veral Lofles, they could hardly maintain. The
fame Excufc ferv'd for thofe that were pofted
on the Turk:ybh Fronticrs. Others excus'd
themfelves on account of fome pretended
Privileges granted them by Schab Abbas, by
vertue of which they faid they were not to
ferve any where but on the Frontier.  Others,
quirc difpirited by 11l Succefles, were gone
home, where they in Peace look'd on the
Tempeft, by which they were themfelves to
be foon overwhelm’d.  "Twas to no purpofe
for Prince Thamas to fend Order airer Order,
telling them that the Neceflities of the King-
dom, and the Danger of the Capiral, ready to
fail into the Hands of Barbarians, ought to
prevail over all other Confiderations. He
wias not able to make himielf fear’d, and his
Ordcers thercfore were not gbcy’d; the leaft
Pretence was fufficient to difobey him., Thus
tho’ there were soooo regular Tioops onthe
Fronticrs, 20000 towards Karabegre on Tur-
key "Side, 9ooo Kageans on the Side of Tar-
zary, 1z0p0 towards Hyrcaniz and Mount
Cancafss, and 7000 on the Borders of the
Great Mogul, Prince Thamas could get little
or np Succour.

There was another Militia in the Kingdom
eftablilvd by Sthab Abas, which: v. ould have
been very fcviceable to Dunce Ihamas, if

they
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they had not been nezleGed in the laft
Reigns; clpecially that of Schab Hyflom.
It confifted of the Nobility to whom Schabh
Abas gave Lands, on Coadition they fhou’d
ferve with a certain Number of therr Vaflals
when required ; fomething like the Trmariots
in Turkey ;5 excepting that thofe Tmarzot s are
only for Life, and a fort of Commanderies
which defcend not to their Childern ; whercas
in Perfia they are Heredrtary, which was the
Occafion of ruining that Militia. For having
been a hundrcd Years in poficflion of ihefc
Lands from Father to Son, ever fince the Reign
of Schah Abus, they look’d upon them as
Eftates of the Fanuly : And the letle Care that
was taken to keep them to their Duty, gave
them Reafon to think {o. A Piece of Negli-
gence the more blameable, for that this Mili-
ua confifted of 3occo0o0 Men, and were a fure
Reflource on any {udden or prefling Occafion 3
but now were come to nothing, tor want of
being employ’d from time to ume.  Whence
it »tas, that hardly any of them appear'd at
Prince Thamas'se Summons. Moft of them
pretended they were not obligd to march,
but in a general Expedition, wherg the King
commanded in Perfon ; and.if fome of them
furnifh’'d their Contingency, by fending a few
of their Peafants, thefe Soldiers, ill paid, and
wortfe difciplin’d, had not march’d half Way,
before they were as much fatigued, as others
arc at the End of a Campaign; and returnd

You.ll G Home
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Home again.  Prince Thamas finding fo little
Zcal and Affiftance in the natural Subjc&s of
the Kingdom, who as Perfians oncht to have
intercfted themliclves more in the Prefervation
of the Monarchy,cxpeted much lefs from the
Tidelity of the Lutle Princes dependant on
Perfia, who dd not tnink fo much of
fuccouring it, as of taking advantage of the
prefent Diforder of Affaurs to fhake off their
Dcpendancy 5 a Scrvitude they cndure no
longer than they are compell'd to it, nor
than when they can fet themiclves free
with Impunity. Thus the Princc’s going
out of Ifpabarn producd nothing of what
was cxpeéted for the Relief of the City; and
all the Benefit 1t did the King his Father, was
the preferving him as a lat Refource for the
Royal Family, in the Fall with which they
were threaten’d.

*T1s evident by what has been faid of the
ill Difpofition in which Prirce Thamas found
Things when he was at Liberty to aét, that
he was by no means in a Condition to di any
thing confiderable for the Dehiverance of Ifpa-
ban. He coud not get out till about the
latter End of May at fooneft, and the Ciry
being furrounded towards the End of O¢&o-
ber, the Space of five Menths Time between
them was not enough for him to get a futh-
cient Strength to rchieve it ; efpccially con-
fidering how difinclin’d the Pcople were ta
that Service.

However,
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Howcver, there are fome who pretend this
Prince mught have donc more than he did.
What Grounds they have for it I can’t tell.
They fay there was Defign and Artifice 1n i,
and that it had becn fuggefted to hLim, that
if the Siege of Ifpahan was rais'd, 1t nught
well happen to hum, as to his two clder
Brotihers, who after they had been declared
Succetlors to Sciutr Huffein, were degraded
thro’ the Jcalouly and Intrigues of the Eunuchs,
and confind mn a Corner of the Haram,
without Hope of cver getting out again :
That upon this Suggeftion, he refolv'd to Jet
Ifpahan be raken, propofing to lumfclf to come
afterwards ar the Head of all the Troops of
the Kingdom to drive away the Aghvans,
wihch would fecure to him hus Right of Suce
ceflion to the Crown, and render it mcon-
teflable. Thefe Sufpicions are perhaps 1ll-
grounded: but 1t muft be allow’d, that Prince
Thamas’s Condu&t contributed a great deal
to ftrengthen them. For wlile his Father
wag reduc’d to the laft Extremity in I/paban,
he paft his Timean Diverfions and nuptial Re-
yoicings ; nfomuch, that he receiv'd the fa-
tal News of the taking of the Gapial, the
veryDay he was married with the utmoft'Pomyp,
and 1n the midit of Fire-\Works and NJuminu-
tions made on that Occafion.  This dreadtul
News put an End to the feftival, which was
nog at all fuirable to it.

Gz In
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In the mean time, the Citizens of Ifpaban
finding no Advantage by the Prince’s lcaving
the City, that the Aghvans thut them up
clofer every Day, and that there was no Pro-
fpett of any Succour, grew tumultuous, and
ran to the King’s Palace, which he had not
ftirrd out of from the beginning of the Siege
to that Hour. They cry’d out, that ‘twas a
Shameto {uffer themfelves to be undermin’d by
little and little, without onc bold Effort for
their Deliverance ; and fince there was nothing
to be cxpected from Without, they demanded
to be led themfelves againft the Enemy,
while they were yetable to fight. They were
referr’d tothe General, who never wanted Rea-
fons to clude their Inftances. Sometimes he
amus'd them with the approaching Arrival of
Prince Thamas : fometimes he feem’d to com-
ply with their Zeal, and wou'd put himfclf at
the Head of a Number of them, as if he wou'd
attack the Enemy ; but they were fcarce out
of the Gates, before he had fome Excufe or
another to bring them in again : as parecu-
larly, that the Hour was nct favourablce, the
Perfians being very fuperfltitious, and much
given to obferve Hours and Scafons.

But it not being poflible 1n their prefent
Situation, to amufe the People any longer,
who grew weary of Delays, and loft all
Patience, they mutiny’d, and crowded again
and again to the Haram, crying out, Let- the
King put himfelf at our Head, and lcad us

againft
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againft the Enemy. Good Words were at
firft given them, and they were put off with
a Promife of thc King’s Anfwer the next
Day. But the Pcople not wrufting to this
Promife, cry’d out again, that they wou'd
{ece the King ; and the Sedition increasd fo
much, that the Eunuchs fird Ball on the
Mulritude out of the Palace Windows, which
difpersd them, and fupprefs'd the Sedition
for that rime, tho’ i had a very ill Effe&
afterwards  For the Citizens feeing there
was no Hopes of any Help from the King,
wlo flept over the Miferies which threatn’d
him, and coud not be drawn out of his
Palace, as much as his Life and Crown were
in danger, loft all Courage, and every one
thought of himfelf only, and how to dcliver
himfelf from the Danger which feem’d inevi-
table. To this'End they withdrew in fuch
Numbers by little and httle, wirh the tacit
Connivance of the Aghvaps, who were not
forrv to fee the City difpeopled, that when
the¥Famine came upon'them, and they re-
folv'd to try ont Effort, there was not

Pecople enough left to make it.
Acbmet-dgla, the brave Eunuc¢h who fo
well defended the Bridge of Chiras, and had
fignaliz’d himfelf on feveral other Occafions,
feeing how things were going, and that all
woud foon be loft, if the People did not
recdver their Spirits by fome vigorous Action,
put himfclf at the Head of fome old Troops
G 3 which
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which he commanded, and attempt’d to force
on¢ of the chief Pofts of the Aghvans. The
Biow woud have been the more important,
for that if it had fucceeded, the City wou'd
have been revittuald for a long tume, there
being feveral Thoufand Camels loaden with
Provifions three Leagues off, which Convoy
waited only for the opening a Paflage to
entcr Ifpaban.  Achmet atack’d the Poft
very vabantly, and had withoutr doubt car-
ry'd 1, if Aackmet-IWal: had contmbuted
ever fo hietle towards 1t ; butthe latrer, inftead
ot {upporting hun, bafely foriook him, and
himfelf and his Troops were repulsd  Mach-
met-JVals tearing hisRemonftrance, was before-
hand wirth him, and complain’d to the King,
that the Eunuch had encroach’d upon his Office,
and fought on his own Heady thar lus Sally
was unicafonable, and had loft a Part of the
King’s beft Soldiers. The King fuffer’d him-
felf to be mmpos'd on by th.s Mifreprefenta-
tion, and being accuftom’d "to fall out ‘Vlth
no body but thofe that fervd him beft, Was
very angry with the loyal Eunuch when he
return'd, and chid him for fightung without
Ouder.  dchmet boie all his Anﬂcr with the
Bravery he fhewéd in Battel. Hc told him
plainly he was dupc’d by a Traytor who be-
tray’d him, and endcavourd only to palliate
his Treafon, when by the Extrcmity of Ta-
mine he fhould be reduced to deliver himYelf
ta the Aghvans; that as for his own Part,

4 he
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he would meddle no more, but would dyve
at his Majelty’s Feer before the Traitor thould
gain his Ends ; that he might not have the Af-
fliction to fec him pull'd from his Throne by
the Treachery of a Wretch 1in whom he cone
fided, and who was morc lus Encmy than the
Aghvans themfelves. He then withdrew,
and his great Soul not being able to bear
fuch unjuft Reproaches, he took Poilon, and
the next Day was found dead in his Bed. He
was generally belov’d and cfteem’d, and ac-
cordingly umiverlally lamented.  Every body
mourn’d for the Lofs ot the only Man that
had hitherto kept up thew Hopess and his
Lots threw thofe into Detparr, that had not
tull then look’d on their State as defperate.
The Aghvans never thought themiclves fo
furc ot taking the City, as when they heard
of his Death ;\which their General rook care
to acquaint them with, as foon as humiclf
knew 1t. Ac/riﬂet was the only one ot the
Perfian Generals, whom they dreaded for his
Candudt and Cburage; and 1t 15 caramn, if
he had been Geheral in the room ot Mach-
met [¥ali, they would not fo obfhinately have
continu’d the Jcge of Ifpaban. hou h he
was an Eunuch, he had nothing of the M n-
nefs of that Sort of Pcople, and would fomc-
times {peak to the King with that Freedom
and Refolution, which nonre were capable of
by/ himfelf. As this onc Inftance makcs ap-
pear; in that he ence by his own Authonty

G s took
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took the Meat defign’d for the King's Table,
and diftributed ic among the Soldiers, making
a Jcft of thc Houfhold-Servants who carry’d |
the Difhes, and telling them, Neither the King
nor the Courtiers would cver think of a Re-
medy for the Famine, while their own Bel-
lics were full.  Schab Hufjen's Lofs 1n the
Death of this faithful Servant was the greateft
he ever met with 3 and tho’ he was concern’d
at ir, ‘twas not fo much as he ought to have
been. Thus fell a Man, whom the Penls of
War had fpar'd, by the Malignity of Envy.
Indeed it was Schab Huffein's Fate to do
himf{elf more Mifchief than his Enemics con’d
do him, and to part with his meft faithful
Servants, as {oon as they were in a Condition
to make others afraid of them.

By what Achmet faid to the TNome-
fticks concerming the Famitue, when he
took away the King’s Dinn¢s, onec may be
furc it rag’d all over the City. This Scarci-
ty was alfo a Confequence pf the King’s and
his Minifters ill Policy, who' if they had been
diretted by the Aghvans themfelves how to
bchave moft for their Advantage, could not
have dong otherwife than thty did.

For, as if they thought there was not
People enough in Ifpahan to confume the
Provifions there as faft as might be, the firft
Ordinance that was publithed on the Arrival
of the Aghvans, cven before the Pafliges
were clos'd, and one Side of the City lay

2 open,
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open, was a1 gencral Prohibition that none
fhould Icave the Capital 5 not only Citizens
who had Houfcs there, but Forcigners, and
all thoie that were there upon Occafion. This
firft Fault was not the worft ; the next was till
ereater; which was an Order to admit the
Inhabitants of the neighbouring Towns and
Villages, driven thitherby the Fear of War,
and they were there very welcome : which fo
fil'd 1t with ufelets Mourhs, and all Sorts of
Rabble, that tho’ the City 1s very great, and
the Streets very wide, there was hardly any
pafling 1n 1t.

Though fuch a vaflt Multitude muft make 1
prodigious Confumption, the Hope of Suc-
cours to free the City 1 a lietle while, hin-
der’d the taking any Precautions for Supplies,
and Provifions continu’'d at a reafonable Price
till the End & May: They grew dearer in
tume, yet the Pyice was ftill rolerable.  In :711-
Iy and Auguft the Cinzens began to cat Ca-
mels, Mules, Hgrfes and Afles, and there was
nobther Meat infthe Markets. A Horf(e’s Carcals
at the End of Aupuff was worth 1000 Crowns.
In September and Oétober they eat Dogs and
Cats, of whigf fo many were devour'd, that
onc would have thought the very Species was
loft there. /The Author of my Memoirs re-
ports, thav’he faw a Woman in the Hollan-
der’s @tarter holding a Car in her Hand, and
gaihg to ftrangle it, and tho’ the Cat 1n defend-
ing itlelf had made her Hand all bloody, the

did
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did not It go her hold, but at cvery new
Claw or Bite fhe recav'd, would cry out,
Thou firev'ft in van, Tl eat thee for all that.
Corn falhng 1n September, a Pound of
Dread was fold for thirty Shillings, and in
October for abovefifty. TheCity of Ifpaban be-
ing {o full of Trees, thataccording to Tavernzer
it looks more like a Foreft than a City, Part
of them was tell’d in the Famine Tune, and
the Leaves and Bark fold by the Pound. The
Roors of Herbs made into Meal were eaten.
Shoc-Leather bemg boil’d was for a ume the
comnmon Food ; at laft they came to eat hu-
man Flefh,) and rhe Strecrs berng tull of Car-
cafles, fome had their Thaghs cut off private-
ly. For this Inhumanity was not tolcrated;s
and fome being taken cating human Ficth,
they were bathinado’d forit.  Bur the Fear of
Punifhment did not hinder the increafing of
the Evil; which grew at laftsto an hornible
Exccts.  For feveral Children'were ftolen and
caten, half dead as they were of Famne s
and that the moft monfirous 1 aibarities, winch
we rcad with fo much Horroy in the Relations
of the moft cruel Famines,, might not be
wanting 10 that of Ifpabas, trere were Mo-
thers who kill'd and cat their own Children.
The Mortality, which is the inevitable Con-
fequence of rhe hike Calamities, ®as anf{we-
rable to the Exces of Mifery in Ifpakan. It
was fo great, that no Carc was taken to beury
the dead Corps, which were flung out into

the
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the Streets in fo great Numbers, that there
was no going without pafling over them, to
.which People at laft accuftom’d themfelves.
Bur notwithftanding this Diforder, whichany
where elfe would have caus'd a Plague, Jf-
paban was preterv'd by the Sereunity of the
Arwr of the Climate. However, there bemng
fuch Heaps of Carcafles in every Street, the
Cirizens threw them nme after nme into the
Ruver Semderon, on that Side where 1t run
ncarcft to the Citv. The Quantity fo thrown
in was fo grear, that the W ara of the River
was total'y infected by it, and {o corrupted,
that 1t was a whole Ycar before it was diunk,
or any of the Fifh caten that was taken e,
People of Qualny fuffer'd as much as the
Vulgar ; and one may judge of thewr Suffer-
ings in general by the Stre ghts to which a
Perfran Loid Was reduced. This Lord having
fold all he hadtby Picce-mcal ro fubfit his
Family, finding\thcre was no morc Food to
be had, he reldlvid to deliver himfelt and
them from a crukl Famine, for which he faw
no Remedy ;5 anfl having orderd a Dinner a
Lietle more fumpruous than ordinary, he pri-
vately poifon’s all the Meat, fo that himfclf
and all his FAmily, even to the meancft Do-
meftick, foAnd an End of their Miferics;
none «gf cm, himfelf excepted, knowing
howAt came

But whar is more furprifing than all I have
faid, is, there was a poor blind Man 1n Ipaban,
who
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who before the Siege, and during the whole
Courfe ofit, hiv'd only by begging, and was alive
when the Aghvans made themfelves Mafters
of the City, where he continu’d his old
Trade of begging, and fill iv'd by 1t under
their Dominion ; which was not a hrtle ex-
traordinary, that in a DIlace where the
Wealthieft dy’d of Hunger by thoufands, Pro-
vidence fhould take carc of the Subfiftence of
a Beggar, who deprivid of Sight had nothing
but his Voice to help him.  This Example 1s
at leaft proper to fhew us, that Beggary has
Refources which fometimes are not found 1n
the greateft Rickes.

I cannot better finifh this Account of the
Mortality in Ifpabhan, than by a Computati-
on of the Number of thofe that dy’d, which
the Author of my Memours tells us he thould
have been better able to give in, if he had
not found Means to get out oftIfpaban before
the End of the Siege. H% reports, that
when he arrived 1n Europe, “he read Letters
from the Armenians of Zulfa-to fome of thieir
Countrymen in the Place where he was, 1m-
porting that there dy’'d in Ifyehan during the
Siege 10,40000 Perfon. Uportavhich he fays,
that as he durft not aflure one tha¥ the Number
of the Dead ran up fo high; {» that after
having been on the Spot himfely, he durft
not deny it. Certain it is that the Cutyv of
Ifpaban is a great deal bigger and more po-

pulous
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pulous than Conflantimople 5 that by the Con-
coutfe of the People from the Country Towns,
and Villages in the Neighbourhood who fled
thither on the approach of the Aghvans,
there was more thandouble theNumber of Peo-
ple in the City than before. And atrer n was ta-
ken, there were not 100000 Soulsin the Place.
Upon all which, the Riader may compute
as he thinks fit; obferving (as does the Author
of the Mumoirs,) that from the Arnval of
the Aghvans at Farabat, not 20000 had pe-
rifh’d by the Sword. As for the Aghvans,
they loft very few Men after they began to
inveft the Cuy. Not that they were not
within reach of the Cannon of Ifpakban,where
there were 400 monnted n feveral Placess
but tho’ every onc of thofc Picces was dif-
charg’d 400 times at leaft, which makes
160000 Shor, Mlcy were fo 1l fird, that there
wWere not 400 y‘dg/awzm k:llI'd by it. One
may judge oftt Sa.l of the Perfian Lngi-
necrs, by a Quckion of the Topl-Bafzy, or
Great Mafter of {the Ordnance, who when
the Rebels arri)id at Gulncbat, ask’d the
Englyb at Ifpaian, if chere were Cannon in
Europe thau would carry twelve Miles; and
if they thouylt there were any Guns among

his, that wodld carry o~ far as Gwu/nabat ?
When  Myrr-Maghmud was inform’d by
his Spses; that he had notning to apprehend
on the King’s Part, who was deprivid of all
Means of doing hum Hurt by the Divifions at
Court
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Court aad 1!l Councils; that the City was
every Day more and morc wcaken'd by the
Mortality and the Defertion of the Inhabitants ;
and that the Eunuch Achmet- Agha, the only’
Man he fear'd was dead, he thought of no-
thing but firengthning his Pofts, and fecuring
the Avenucs to Jfpahan, to hinder any Suc-
cors cntring the Place.  And as he doubted
not but he fhould foon reducc 1t by Famine, fo
he madc no Attack for two Months rogether.
Hec fent back thofc Perfians that had yiclded
themielves to hum 5 and fomet:mes he mafla-
cred them to nke Terror into the reft.  Ne-
verthelefs, he ftill carry’d on a Negotiation
with the King for the Surrender of the City:
and tho’ this Prince confented to every thing,
even to his Abdication, Maghmud {pun out
the Bufinefs into Length, purcly to augment

the Mifery of the Citizens. ¢
"Tis true, he mught havdforced the City
in the Beginning of OfZober, 1f he had ftorm’d
it, as his principal Othcers wou’d have had
him do, reprefenting to hum that the Con-
fiernation wlich would féze all Perfia on
the Ncws of the Sack of vhe Capnal would
very much facilitate the Connqueft of the reft
of the Kingdom : and that befides, he could have
no better Title, according to the Laws of the
Alcoran, to mount the Throne, *han by con-
quering Sword 1n Hand  But Myrr vzsgbhmud,
who knew well that he ran no Hazard by
delaying, and was not willing to abandon the
King’s
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King’s and Grandec’s Treafures to Pillage,
which muft have been done, had the City
been taken by Storm, put it off on various
Pretences, whatever Inttances were made to
him to give the Aflault.  Sometuncs he pre-
tended a Regard for his Troops, which
were too dcar to him to be ncedleisly ex-
posd ; and at other tumes, that fomcbody at leaft
fhou'd be left alive for them to command n
Lfpaban.

While he was thus cluding the Sollicitations
of his chicf Captans, the Negotiations wich
the Court were fhill carry’d on; and the Ex-
trenuty of the Faminc having at laft raken
hold of rhe King's Palace, aswell as the reft
of the City, Ncceflity reduc’d that Prince to
follicit the Conclufion of a Treaty, the firlt
Article of Wlléch was his own Dethronement,
whith he feem’'d more eager about, than
Myrr-ﬂlagbw’%’ himfclf.

In fine, on #ac z28th of Ocfober, Schah
HuyfJe:n, who had nothing left 1n his Palace for
his Subfitance, xame to his final Refolution;
and to preparc ?\’lcns Minds for it, atter ha-
ving cloath’d Mimfelf 1n Black, he went
out of his Palace, and ran thra’ the prin-
cipal Streets fof the City of Ifpahan, deplo-
ring his and/ his Kingdoms Misfortunes with
Sighs and-Groans.  The Mifery and Defo-
latior:*to which he faw 1ie People reduc'd,
touch’'d him when it was too larc. He
did his utmoft to comfort them, tclling

them
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them that the new King wou'd govern them
better; excufing his own ill Condu& by the
Advice of his Minilters, for which he ap-
pear’d mightily troubl’d. The melancholy
Words, and the Fall of a Prince who was
driven from his Thronc after a Reign of
twenty-cight Years, had all the Effet one
can imagine on his Subjefts, who never had
an Averfion to him; and by lus extreme Hu-
manity, a Virtue little known to his Piede-
ceflors, he had always made them bear with
him, tho’ they defpid his Indolence and his
flavifh Subjetion to his Eunuchs. But what-
ever Reafon there was to condemn his Mif-
government, and tho’ by his Weaknefs and
Carelefsnefs, he had dug the Pit into which
he was falling, yct hus Faults were orgotten,
and their Hcarts were wholly taken up with
his Mifery. The Greatnefs Hf his Difgrace,
fwallowed up all other Reffg@rons; and the
Pcople being more troubl’d fgr their Kirrg than
for themfelves, abandon’d taemfclves to La-
mentation, and made moge piercing Cries,
than all the Horrors they h,d endur'd during
along Sicge coud force fyom them; which
were heard even as far as Zulfa.
In the midft of this dreaé\sul Dcfolation,
Schab- Huffesnreturn’d to his Pulace; and the
next Day, the 22d of Ofober, he difparchd
Plenipotentiaries to the Camp of the Agh-
vans, to conclude and fign the Arucles
of
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of Capitulation ; which were agreed on and
fign'd the fame Day.

And on the Day following, the 23d of
Odfober, remarkable for (o ftrange an Event,
the Aghvans fent Horfes for the King, and
his prncipal Ofhcers; there being not one
left in Ifpaban, where all werc eaten during
the Famine. Schab Hauffein and his Train
mounted the Houles the Aghvans had fent,
and went thro’ the City rowatds their Camp.
Tho' the People had’becn prepared tor this
Ceremony, they had much ado to fupport
themfclves at the Sight of wt.  They did not
burft out into Cries, as they had donc two
Days before. A fullen, doleful Silence ex-
prets'd more Sorrow, and was more moving
than their lond Laments.  And in their won-
dring, ghaftly Looks onc mmght {ee thar fuch
Altonithment, ""Aty, Con[tematlon, and Dec-
fpair had {e1z’d their Hearts, as ftifled all Com-
plaints. In the mean tune, Schabh Huffern ad
vanced for-owfully to hus fine Houte at Fara-
dar, 1n an Equipage very different trom the
Royal Pomp thh which Le was wont to go
to that Palace o! Pleafure, adorn’d with all
that Coft and Art could producc ta render it
dehg.ttul. 1t was the only Houfe whofe
Pretervation he had at heart, as has been al-
readv obterv’d, and the fitft which his Rebel
Suv,eéts took from him. His Munifters and
Othcers grev'd more for their Matter’'s Dif-
grace than he did himfelf ; becanfe they

Yo l, H fore-
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forefaw better the difmal Confequences of it.
They tollow’d him wirh down-caft Looks,
and an Air of Confofion and Detpair; 1n
which might alfo be difcovered the fceret In-’
dignation of mortify’d Pride reduc’d ro creep
to Barbarians, whom t1e leaft Subalterns at
Court were wont to ticat with the utmoft
Contempt and Infolence.

While Schah- Huffein was drawing near the
Camp of the Aghvans, the Chiets of that
Nation endeavoured, ho' in van, to prevail
with Myrr-Maghmud to go forth and nicet
him ; which was decent for him to do, 1af-
muich as the King was to be his Father-in-law :
But Myrr-Maghmud, as 1s common with Per-
fons advanced on a {udden above their natu-
ral Sphere, who are always fearfal of doing
too much, was not gain’d by their Reprefen-
tartons, but proud'y refolv'g to expett the
King in onc of the Halls or fthe Palace 5 and
when he enterd, would harily move aitep or
two to receive him, .

Schab-Huffern, on the contrary, no footer
faw him, than he ran to hup with open Arms,
and aiter having embrac’d hym, and ki(s’'d him
with gicat Tokens of Friendfhip, he took his
Crown our of his Boiom, and put it on his
Hcad, dedlaring him, 1n Prefence of the Gran-
dees of both Nations, Ius Succeflor to the
Thione, to the Exclufion of his own Chil-
dren and their Poiterity. He then pray’d him,
according to the Conditions of the Treaty,

to
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to regard him for the future as his Father ; not
to meddle wirh his Wives ; to trcat the Prin-
ces of the Blood Royal as his younger Bro-
thers, and to rake care that they wanted no-
thin- 1n the Haram, where they were to be
fhut up according to the Cuftom of Perfia.

He alfo rccommended to him the good
Government of the Kingdom; an cxalt
Difrribation of Juftice ; not to overburthen
the Pcople with extraordinary Taxes, and
to content himtelf with what they had been
acculfom’d to pay.

Wacther 1t was that Myrr-Maghmud ob-
fervid thar s Haughunefs had  difpleas’d
the Grandecs of his own Nation, or that the
King’s humbling himfelf and yiwelding up
the Rovaity fo frankly, had mollity’d his
hard Hecart, hc,bcnan to fhew a little more
Humauuy, and’ mvmd Schab-Huffein to fic
down witi hiin on a Sopha; whcre he
took a towcr >eat tor hinfelf, and gave him
the lefr Hand, w*uch s (he Place of Honout
i ‘Perjia Schab Huflern, after this, deli-
verd to him a Wrnoug fign’d by himfelf
and all his Miuniters, whir transterr’d the
Sov.reignuey to hum and his Family ; with-
out ftipulating any thing morc tor the King
and his Children, than the Prefervation of
his own t{onour and the Lives of his Chil-
dren. Upon which the Muftz, or Chief
Pricft of the Aghvans, advanc'd ; and having
faid fome Prayers over the depos'd King

H:2 and
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and the new one, both bending before him,
he pronoun’d afet Form of Curfes and Ex-
ccrations which he threaren’d fhould fall on
the Hecad of either of the two who broke
the Articles both had agreed upon.

As foon as this Ceremony was over, the
Grandees of both Naticns did Homage to
the new King according to the Manncr of
Perfia: that 15, by proftrating themfelves
thrice beforc him and afrcrwards kiffing his
Knees. The fame Day the Aghvan Troops
were fent to take pofleflion of Ifpaban.
They pofted themfelves 1 the  principal
Quarters of the Ciry, and fecured the Royal
Palace, which was open to them. At the
famc umc, a Genceral Amnefty for what had
palt, was proclaim’d: and the next Day, thc
new King, attended by the, Perfian Mini
fters, and the Chicf Officers'of his Army,
march'd to Ifpaban 5 while’ Schah- Huffein
with an Efcorte of Aghvans took another
Way to it

Sultan Maghmud, (for o we muft now
name him,) made his Entgy into the Capi-
tal with all the Splendour«of a Conqueror.
He went direétly to the Palace of the Per-
Sian Kings; and being condutted to the
ftarcly Hall, where thofc Kings were inftall'd
at their Acceflion to the Crown, and re-
ceiv'd the Homage of ther Subjeéts, he
plac’d himfelf on the Throne, and took the
Qath of Fidelity of the Minifters of State,

Eunuchs
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Funuchs, the Grandees of the Kiugdom, the
principal Cutizens of Ifpaban, and the Muli-
tary Otficers: All whom he afterwards mag-
nificently treated. The fame Day Provifions
were brought into the Cuy in fuch Quan-
titics, that as much Bread might have been
bought forone Crown, as the Day before wou'd
have coft two hundred: which was a great
Relicf to the famufh’d Citizens.. The Procla-
mation of the Peace, *and the Security which
was in Ifpahaw, by the good Order and
Du(cipline of the Agbvan Soldiers, invited
all thofc together again that had left it du-
ring the Siege; by which it was foon re-
peopled.

Myrr-Maghmud finding himfclf in the
peaceable poffefion of the Throne, figna-
hz’d the Begfnning of his Reign by an
A& of Juftice which one would not have
expeted from an Ufurper; aud he was
very politick inn doing 1t. He caufed all
thofe who had correfponded with him to
be feizd and e¢xecuted for Treafon in be-
traying their Sovereign; their Memory was
branded with Infamy, “their Eftates confifcated,
and their Bodies left without Burial. There
was nonc but Machmet-Wals, General of
Schah Huyffemn's Army, whom he was con-
tent only to imprifon for Life; becaufe as
‘twas believ’d, he had taken an Qath not
to put him to Death. But he feiz’'d his
Eftate, and beftow’d the Herceditary Princis

H3 pality
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pality of Hawvufa upon a Coufin-German
of Machmet’s, who had furv'd 1w the Zgh-
wvan Armmy; engaging to put him » pof-
feilion of 1t, as foon as he could bey.d his
Arms that Way. He declard openit  that
thcre was no Good to be* expicted srom
Men who had betray’d thar King; an’ what
thcy would betray him 1n lus Turn, it Op-
portunity offer’d.

On the contrary, he fhew’d a great deal
of Efteem for the Athemar-Doulot who
had been very faithful to ris King, and
teflify’d publickly, that hc rook wcll his Re-
ftuctions to the Oath of Allegiance when
he was fworn; and humbly pray’d thar it
might not be expected of him to draw his
Sword aganft Prince Thamius. Which was
a laudable Inftancc of Fidility : but we
muit allow chat it came a little too late,
afier the bad Service he had done his old
Maiter in turning s Back {o wunicalonably
as he did ar the Batutel of Giulnabat. “Tis
truc, what he then did was more out of
Jealoufy of his Colleague if the Generaithip,
than with Dcfign to betray his Mafter : but
the Damage done Schah Huffesn by it, was
not the lefs; and that Deicraon was the
fult Caufe of his Run,

Nothing can be more reafonable and
wife, than Sultan Mag/muds Condu& in
his Difpofal of the Adumumhiation of his
Government. He confider’d that if he em-

ploy'd
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ploy’d Minifters of his own Nation, it
would be long before they would under-
_ftand the Managemcnr of Affairs: and be-
fides, the Publick would not have the fame
Confidence in Foreigners, as in thcir own
Countrymen. On this Account it was, that
he kept the Prime Mimfter in his Place,
and had a particular Efteem for him:
and all other Minifters in their feveral Ju-
rifdi¢tions were contynued.  But not to truft
too blindly to their Fidelity, bhe joyn’d one
of his own Nation to cach of them ; from
whence he reap’d double Advantage : for
at the fame time that thefc Overicers had
a firi& Eye on the Condult of the Perfian
Ofhcers, They alfo inftru&ted themfelves in
the Bufinefs of sthe feveral Offices.

There was $nly one Poft, that of Di-
van-Beg, or Chict Juftice, which he be-
frtow'd on an Aghvan, a Man of known
Probity, as the Perfians themfelves acknow-
ledg’d, in the Courfe of his Miniftry; and
were furpriy'd to fee Jufhice difpeis’d with more
Integrity, Ubprightnets and Dilintercltednefs
by a Foregner and a Barbarian, than 1t
had ever been by ther own Magiftrates.
Indeed the new King fo well regulated Mat-
ters, and govern'd with fo much Equity and
Moderation, that it may be faid of him,
that he only wanted a lawful Title, and a
Right to reign, berrer acquird, and lefs
odious, to be a Prince without Reproach.

H 4 Sultan
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Sultan Maghmud employ’d a Month in
fettling Matters in the Capital; and having
well eftablifh’d his Power there, he thought
of fecuning it abroad. He had the old King
and the Princes of the Llood, cxcept Prince
Thamas, at his Mercy i Ifpaban; and no-
thing could have given him any Difturbance
in the pofleflion of the Throne, if Prince
Thamas had been alfo in his Hands. He
judg’d rightly, that as long as there was a
Spng of the Royal Family remaining at li-
berty, it would not be cafy for him to fe-
cure the Sovereignty in his own; and that
the Perfians would always be ready to rake
hold of any Opportunity to return to the
Obedience of their old Mafters: whach de-
termin'd Sultan Maghmud, to reduce the
City of Casbin, where he ux\gierﬁood Prince
Thamas then was.

He gave this important Commiflion to
Aman-Ullz, a Commander in whom he put
moft Confidence, and who was necxt to
himfelf the chicf Man in the Nation and
Army. He gave hum 80co Men of his beft
Troops, and fcnt him about the End of
November to Casbin, with Orders to demaad
the Place:” and in cafe it was not furren-
der'd to him, to take it by Forces; and
cfpecially to fecize Prince Thamas, and fend
him to Ifpaban. He reckon’d that if he cow'd
once make himfelf Mafter of the City of
Casbin, which herctoforc was the Capital of

the
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remov'd the Coutt to Ifpaban, the other
Cities of Perfia would follow her Example
and fubmit.

The City of Casbin was very much fal-
len to Decay in 150 Years time; for fo long
ago it was that the Kings of Perfiz ceasd
to make it the Place of their Refidence.
Tavernzer {pcaks of 1t as a great Village, per-
haps becaufe "us encogpals’d with Walls, and
half of 1t 1s Gardens: but fo are moft
of the Cities 1n Perfia. "Tis fituated in the
Province of Hierak- Agem.

Prince Thamas, who was then there, having
Information of the Aghvan General’s March,
and of his. Defigns, lett the Town which was
defencelefs, bidsshe Inhabirants make the beft
Terms they ccidld wich the Rebels, and re-
ferving himfclf for fome other Océafion, re-
tird to Taarss.

The Cinzens of Casbin being taken un-
provided in a City open on all Sides, and
having no Troops to oppofe the Aghvans,
receivd them without any Refitance.  Aman-
Ulla finding humfelf Mafter of fo great a Ci-
ty, did not forget hiumfelt, but re(dlv'd to do
there as Maghmud had donc at Ifpaban, and
got as much Riches as he could; which he
exalted in {o violent and tyrannical a manner,
that he provok’d the Inhabitants to enter into
a fecret Confpiracy againft him and. his Azh-
vans, who being difpers'd up and down the

City
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City in Caravanferas, and publick Houfes
as well as private, were the more eafily to be
mafter’d. The Confpirators, who were in-
deed the greateft Part of the Citizens, agreed
to fall upon them in the Night-time; and
becaufe an extraordinary Signal mughe have
alarm’d the Aghvans, thers was to be no o-
ther than blowing a Horn, the ufual Way
of calling People to the Dath. Meafures be-
ing concerted for this Enterprize, the Luhabi-
tants oblerved that the Aghvars got toge-
ther in the Afternoon preceding the Night
when it was to be cxecuted, 1n greater
haftc than ordinary. They thought by
thus that they weie difcoverd; and to go
through with their Woik before they were
prevented, they took Arms .mmediately, and
fell upon the Aghvans, wh¥ tno furpnizd,
defended themfelves at firft well enough, but
at laft were overpowerd by Numbers, and
4000 of them put to the Sword. The reft
fied in the greatelt Diforder imaginable, lea-
ving their Baggage and all their Pillage be-
hind them.

Had the People of Casbin, when they laid
this Plot, got Troops ready to intercept the
Runaways, or had Prince Thamas known of
it, and placed an Ambufcade to cut them off,
which hie might eafily have done, and then
have march'd to Ifpaban, where the Inhabi-
tants would infallibly have rifen at his Arri-
val, he without doubt would have recoverd

the
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the Crown, and not an Aghvan would have
been left alive. Of the 8ooo Men whom A-
.man-Ulla brought to Casbin, the choicelt
Troops of his Nation, half were kill'd in
Casbin ; soo of thofc that efcap’d the Fury of
the People retir'd to Candahbar 5 and as to the
others, of whom the greateft Part werc wound-
ed, feveral dy'd of their Wounds, of Cold,
Hunger, and Want, f{uarce 1000 of them fic
for Servicereturned toufpaban.  Their Gene-
ral Aman Ulla,w ho was himfclf wounded dan-
geroufly, was cur'd by the Skil and Care
of a French Surgeon named Hermet ; but out
of too great Greedinefs of \Wealth, he not
only loft what he had pillag’d at Caséen, but
alfo what he had hcap'd up before, which
with his Baggage ‘he lcft to the Difcretion of
the Men of Cusézn.

The Remains of this broken Army returned
to Ifpahan in Fanuary 1723. The Confterna-
tion which feiz'd the Aghvans on the News of
this Defeat, and of thc fad Condition which
the few Soldicrs who fav’d themfelves were
in, was fo great,” that if the Perfians of If-
pahan had known how to make their Advan-
tage of it, they were able to have deftroy’d
their Conquerors by a general Rifing: But
there being no body to head them, and each
Man jealous of his Neighbour, and all be-
traying one another, they gave the Aghvans
time to look about them, and recover out
of the Fright they were in; after which

Magh-
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Maghmud ated the moft crucl and bloody
Tragedy that ever was known.

This Ufurper, who faw with a Glance of
his Eye the Danger he was in, and that he
ow’d his Safety only to the Cowardice and
Bafencf(s of the Perfians, percerv’d that with
the few Agb'vam' he had, who were not the
tenth Part of the Pcople of Ifpahan, he was
every Day expos'd to Deftrultion, if they
thould ever come to the Knowledge of their
own Strength, or any ‘Perfian Lord have
Zcal and Refoluiion enough to undertake any
thing : This Confideration ftruck him fo
home, that not thinking himfelf fafe in Ifpa-
han, as long as there were Perjians enough
left there to make head againft him, if they
had a mind to it, he ref@ved to maflacre
them, as we are about to relate.

He chofe the asth of Famuary for this
ftrange Execution. In the Morning he fent
to invitc 300 Perfian Lords and chief Citi-
zens to a royal Feftival, and as faft as they
came they were murder'd, and their dead Bo-
dies, after they were ftripp’d, flung naked in-
to the Squarc of Meidan, juft before the
King’s Palace. None of the maffacred Per-
frans was more pity’d than the Son of Mirza
Roflomn, of the Houfe of the Princes of
Georgia. He was a Youth of about twelve
Years of Age, who had been adopted even by
one of the Aghvans. He threw himfelf in-
to the Arms of fome of the Chiefs of that

Nation,
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Nation, conjuring them with Tears to fave
his Life. They kept him in the middle of
them, and would have fav’d him, but he was
fnarch’d from them, and as he ftuck toa Tree,
the crucl Butchers flew him without Mcrcy.

Maghmud was not contented with the Death
of the Perfian Lords; that thcre might re-
main nonc of their Race, he causd their
Children to be alfo maffacred with the fame
Barbarity, or greater if poflible. Therc were
about 200 young Géntlemen, as well Perfr-
ans as Georgians, who werc bred up in a
College to acquire Learning, and the Know-
ledge of mulitary Exercifcs. Thele were ta-
ken thence, and led out of the City 5 and
when they were in the Country, the Agh-
wvans let them go, and bad them run for
their Lives ; which the poor Lads endeavour-
iug to do, thofe Barbar:ans follow’d them,
as if they had been huntung of Game; kil'd
them 1 Sport, and ftrow’d thc Ficld with
their Carcafes. The Pretence for fuch hor-
rible Cruelty was a fham Plot faid
to be formecd by thefc young Gentlemen
againft the Life of Maghmud ; but the Utur-
per's Aim was to fecure his Ufugpaton by
the Exunéion of all the Nobility.

The unmerciful Fury of this Barbarsan
ftopp’d not there. There remain’d about 3000
Perfran Soldiers of Schan Huffe:w's Guards,
and others who had 1worn Fideaty to the U-
furper, and had been incorporated in his

T roups.



[ r1i0]

Troops. He was afraid thefe Men would up-
on Occafion turn againft him; and to free
himfclt from that Danger, he order’d them
to be drawn up 1n one of the Courts of the
Palace, under colour of receiving a Bounty,
which the Kings of Perfia were wont to give
their Guards, and confifted of a Feaft ot Pi-
lan, Rice and Mcat nuixed together ; and while
they were eating 1t, thcir Arms were taken
from them, and then the dghvans fell upon
them and flew them 4all, 'Tis certain, the
Ulfurper ran a great Risk here; and if thofe
Wiretches, knowing they were to be difarm’d,
had defended themiclves, ‘twou’d have caus’d
an Infurre@ion in the City, and probably
have cnded 1n the Death of every Aghvan
in 1t .

This is what happen’d on'he 25th of 7a-
nuary ; but on the following Days there was
a contnual Search made after the Perfran
Soldiers, and all Perfrans fit to bear Armis; of
whom fo great a Number were maffacred, that
many Houfes were left empty; and as the
Carcafles were always flung out into the Gar-
dens, there were none even 1n the moft by-
placcs which were not full of them.

The Confpiracy at Casbin had infallibly
been the Ruin of the Aghvans, if 1t had
been carry’d on in Concert with Ifpaban;
but what the Perfians ought to have doane,
the Ufurper fuppos'd they defign'd to do, and
that they would rile in the Capital as they

rofe
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rofe in Casbin, if he had not prevented it
by murdering the Ringleaders of it. To
give a Colour to this Accutation, he fpard
the Lives of about twenty-five Perfizn Lords,
to have 1t thought that they had difcover'd the
Plot. Bur the true and only Motive of this
Burchery, was the Neceflity he faw himfelf
under, having fo few Aghvans with him, to
difable the Perfians to undertake any thing
againft hum. However, this great Slaughter
was {0 littlc a Secunity to him, that he pro-
posd to difpeople the Cuty of Ifpaban, and
put Forcigners in the Places of the Perfians,
as be did not long after; and todo it with the
leaft Rusk, he began with caufing it to be
publith’'d, That hc gave Liberty to all Perfi-
ans to renre ; which was not {o much a Per-
nuflion, as a raut Command to them to be
gone, atleaft to all thofe that werc able to bear
Arms : for though a grecat Number left the Ci-
ty, the {ecret Scarch for the reft was continu’d ;
and the Barparians having made choice of
z certain Number of young Perfians, to
tratn them up jn Arms, the fame Pretext
was made ufe of to take off the others, whole
Throats were cut in private .

If all this Slaughter was tamely born by
the Perfians of Ifpaban, withour daring to
detend themfelves, or even to murmur, it
was not the Fault of the Men of Ben If-
pahban, thar Neghbours, wiio atter the Ca-
pital was taken, did not give over follici-

ung
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ting them torife, promifing them all manner
of Aflitance on their Part. Nay they went
farther : for tho' the Ifpabaners attempted
norhing againft their Tyrants, the Men of”
Ben-Ifpahan made Excurfions in the Night-
time to the very Gates of the Capital, where
they kill'd feveral Aghvans,and from whence
they brought off feveral Pieces of Cannon.
It is more than probable, that if Prince Tha-
mas, who amusd himfelf elfcwhere, had
come then with fome Troops, as the Per-
Jfians gave out to their great Damage, he
wou'd infallibly have caus’d a great Revo-
lution in the City by the Help of the Men
of Ifpaban. But nothing could fhir them
up ; fothat the Aghvans cxercis'd their Crucl-
ty, and glutted therr Avagice withcut Con-
troul. I fay thew Avarice, for that was
uppermoft in all their Barbarities: and
‘twas obferv’d that they fell upon the moft
rich, without gwving much Difturbance to
thofe by whom they cou’d get nothing, and
whofe Poverty was their Safeguard. And
tho according to the Cuftom of the In-
dans, and the Nations bordering on them,
the Aghuans made 1t a Duty of Religion
to appcafe the Manes of thewr Countrymen
flain at Casbin, by the Effufion of the Blood
of the Perfrans, they chofe no Sacrifices but
what were 1ich 5 and the more willingly they
made Vitims of them, becaufe the more
Wealth was to be got by their Spouls.
Tho'
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Tho' a great Quantity of Provifions had
beent brouzht into I/paban after the End of
the Slege, and the Rencar of a grear Mul-
titude of Perflans who took hold ot the Per-
miflion that was given jthem to go forth,
had dimmfh’d the Confumption; yet the
Agbwms had not been there three Months, be-
forc the Scaraity began agamn to be teirs
and 1t was not poflible for 1t to be other-
wife. The Necighbourhood of Ifpahan was
deftroy’d during the "Siege ; and the Towns
and little Cities that {tood out againft the
Rebels while the War lafted, continudd to
do fo after the Treaty was concluded, re
julfing them as oft as they camic to atrack
them. So that the Provifions which the
Cuty was f{upply’d with at firt being con-
fam’d daily, wtchout any ncw Supplies, the
Ayhvans were ncar ftarving in the mudft
of all their Conqucfls.

It was therefore requifite to fend fomes
body to fetch in Neceflaries, which none
were 1n hafte to furnith them with.  Nagyr-
Ulla, onc of the principal Captains of rhe
Aghvans, a Man us’d to robbing, at which
hc was very dcxterous, was pickd out for
this Commiflion. He took 3000 Men wirth
him, and was order’d to compel the Towns
and Villages of the Province to carry their
Provifions to Ifpaban, ard to plunder the
Places rthat refus'd to do it. He accord-
ingly fubdued fome Towns which werce de-
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fencelefs 3 fore'd others, and fold the Inha-
bitants for slaves, But finding more Refift-
ancc than hc expeéted, meft of them rcpul-
fing hum very couragioufly, he refolv'd to
break 1nto the Middic of Per/ia, and fall on
thoic Provinces that had not fuffer’d in the
War. To this Purpofe, he drew off to North-
welt of Ifpaban; and, crofling the Defarts,
he made an Irruption of two hundred Leagues
in length by Ways which were thonght im-
practicable . and coming on the Provinces on
a {udden, he firuck 1 error 1nto all the Country,
cach Man providing for his own Safery.
The Towns, Villages and Houfes were for-
faken, and the Encmy became Mafter of
All, without finking a Stroke: and he ma-
nag'd his Marters fo wel], that at three
Months End, hc rcturn'd to Ifpaban with
sooco Camcls loaden as well with Provi.
fions as other Booty. ’Twas hich ume for
that Supply to arrive, or Ifpaban muft bave
endur’d a {ccond Famine. What 1s moft afto-
nifhing, 1s the Indolence of the Perfians
from whom Nagyr-Ulla mgt with no Re-
filtance 1n the Compals of above 400 Leagucs
going and coming, with lefs than 3000 Men;:
cvcry onc contenting himfelf with getung
into a Place of Security, and looking quictly
on, while their Country was pillag’d, and
their Goods carry’d off by a Handful of Bar-
barians, againft whom no body durft make
head; except a Stud-Keeper who had about

2000
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2000 Men with him, as a Guard to the
King’s Horfvs feeding 1n the Fields of A-
rabia. He had the Courage to atrack this
litele Army of Aghvans; and fuccceded fo
well asto bring off 2 good Number of Ca-
mels loaden with futhcient Booty to make
amends for the lofs of the King’s Horfes,
which he nad been oblig’d to abandon in
purfuit of the Enemy.

Onc of the greateff Advantages which the
Uturper Maghmud got by Nazyr-Ulla’s Ex~
curfion, and which he was very plad of]
was the repeopling of Ifpaban by it: Nazyr-
Ulla bringing back with lum a Colony of
People, whote Fidelity was not fufpected.

Between Babylon and  Hamadan, there
was a Nation tliat occupy’d the Plain, and
Lhv'd the greateft Part of the Year 1n Tents.
This Nation was call'd Dergefins. They hiv'd
hercrofore 1 Mefopotamia, when Schab-
Abas, thec Reftorer of the Parfran Monar-
chy, made them pafs the T7grss, and gave
them thofe Plamns to inhabir; permitting
them to follow the Sct of the Summzs
in their Religion, which was Mahometan,
and the famc as the Turks, and whs profe(s'd
alfo by the Aghvans.

Nazyr-Ulla having penctrated as far as
their Country, gan’d upon them fo much,
that he engagd cthem to quit it to go and
fettle at Ijpaban. 'Tis pretended that the
principal Perfons ofIthc Nation invited him
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to come amongft them, on purpofe to ne-
gotiatc with him on this Tran{migration ;
which the other Dergefins were not very
well pleas’d with, preterring their Tents ro
the finc Houfes at Ifpaharn. There was a-
bout 1ocoocoo Souls in all their Families, a
ftrong robult People, of whom a good Num-
ber ited 1n the Aghvan Troops, and form’'d
a Dody of 6coco Men.

But with this new Reinforcement the Agh-
van Army was not half {o numerous as
when they came before Ifpaban; and the
Tranfmigration of the Dergcfins did not fili
a tenth Part of the vacant Places occafion’d
by the Siege.  Whercfore the Uturper Magh-
mud took other Mcafures to recruie ks Army,
and rcpeople the Capital. v He fent B/Zsk-
Azhafi, Mafter of the Houfhold, with great
Sums of Moncy to Candabar to raifc Men.
He was alfo loaden with Prefents for the
prncipal Families in that Cuty, and for his
particular I'riends. And feveral of the Aph-
vans out of Love to their own Country
and their Familics, having return’d by Troops
to Candahbar, and even wholc Comparics ha-
ving march’d back with flying Colours,
without demanding a Dilcharge: To pre-
vent the like for the future, AMaghmud or-
der’'d that the Famlics of thofe that were
left with him, and the others that were to
be lifted, thou'd tranfport themfelves to IJ-
paban. For which Tranfportation he fent
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8000 Camels to Candabar, befides thofe that
were taken up by the way for thar Scrvice.
The firft Caravan that came from thence to
Ifpaban, ainvd in func, atter a March of
thrce Months; for ’us no lels from Canda-
har to the Capical.

Other fuch Tranfpoitations were made in
the two following Years, but none fo laige
as the firft we inention’d.  Nay, the laft
Caravan confifted qunly of 3000 Camc's,
which came in Maghinuds’s Lite time, and
with which atrnv’d his own Mother, 11 an
Equipage that 1l fuited wath the Greatnefs
of her Son’s Fortune.  Since the Death of
Myrr-TVers, fhe had mairied an Othicer of
the Fanzfarzes nam’'d Ofman-Pafra. She
let the fitt Caravans go without her, be-
caufe fhe coud not rclolve to Icave her
own Country, and pctorm a March of
threc Months crofs Dcfarts and Places unin-
habited to fee her Son.  But fic was told
fo much of lis Power and Riches, thar at
latt her Curiofity and Ambition weie mov'd
by 1, much more than her motherly Affe-
&ion : fhe fet out with the laft Caravan, and
arnv'd at [fpaban, mounted on a Camdl
which, except Scarlet Houfing, had nothing
to diftinguith 1t trom the reft.  She had
no Women, no Oflicers, no Servants with
her when fhe crofs'd the Metdan, and camc
to the principal Gate of the new King's Pa-
lace half naked, and what Cloaths fh¢ had

13 all
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all in Tatrers, ravenoufly gnawing a great
Rhadith fhe held in her Hand, more like a
Witcl than the Mother of a grear King.

The Ay /vans muft nceds have a great Con-
tempt fcr the Perfians, to undertake thefe
Trantmigranions with fo few Precannions as
they did. “Twas three Months Journey from
Cavdabar 1o Ifpaban: The Aghvans were
not Maflcis of an Inch of Ground in all that
Way. Defides, the Perfans had a fhiong Ga-
r.on cght Days Journcy from Candabar,
called §yflan, by which the Azbvans muft
necflanly pafs, after a very troublcfome and
faniguing March over fundry Defarts, where
theie 1 not a diop of Water.  Further, they
mufl march thro' Dchiles, where a {inall Body
ot Troops might flop whole Armies.  Never-
thelcts, tho' the Caravans had but very weak
Comoys, they always travell’d quietly, none
offeting to give them the leaft Difturbance.
In which one can’t tell what moft to admure,
the Neghgence of the Perfians, or the Sccu
riey of the Aghvans, who would foon have
been reduc’d to a very fmali Number, if the
Communication between Candabar and If-

aban had been cut off, and no Recruns
could have come from the former, without
which the Aghvans could not have main-
tain’d themfelves ; but would have thought
themfclves happy, if they could have got
home again by abandoning their new Con-
quclt. Their Army being rcinforcd, as well

by
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by Recruits from Candahar, as by the 6000
Dengefins whom Nazyr-Ulla had hifted, as
alfo by a good Number of Turks taken into
Maghmud's Party, he bezan to think of em-
ploying them abroad, having nothing at home
to oppolc him; and Prnce. Thamas giving
him Leufure by very unfeafonable Occupations,

as will be fecn hercafter.
Though the Aghvans were Mafters of I/-
paban, their Dominjon did nor extend be-
yond the Walls of the Capiutal, where they
were, as one may f{ay, mvefted by the little
Towns round about i1r, which fill held out
acainft them. Thofe that Nagzyr-Ulla had
fubdued n his Excurfions, remaincd not
long 1n Subjettion : They took Arms
with more Heat than before.  So that Magh-
mnd was forced to fend another Army to 1c-
duce the neighbourtng Cantons, before he
ventur'd to let them penetrate farther into
the Kingdom.  Zeberdefl- Kan ~was charg’d
with this Commiflion. Hc was not an Agh-
wvan by Birth, but having been taken by them
in an Excurfion twenty Years before, when he
was very young, hc had diftingmifh’d himfelf
very much amongft them ; and from a Slave
and a2 Mule-Driver, as he was at fiuft, he hike
another Fent:dus was advanced to one of the
chief Commands in the Army. Pentiduus,
as 1s well known, was taken 1n Afcols, and
led in Tniumph by Pompey’s Father. He alfo
was a Mule-Driver at fieft, but he rofc to be
14 Geg-
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General of Mark Anthony’s Army againft the
Parthians, whom he vanquifh’'d in two fet
Batrels, in the laft of which their King Pa-
corus was flain. The Fortune of Zeberdeft-
Kan was not unlike that of the Roman Ge-
neral’s ; and 1n the Exccution of his Commui-
fion, hc did not ftand tnfling abpout Towns
and Villages as Nazyr-Ulla had done, but
attack’d a Caftle, called Grez, threc Hours
Journcy from Ifpaban, being convinced that
it he made himfelf Mafter of that Place,
which was ftrong for a Perflan Caftle, all the
Towns and Villages of that Canton would foon
fubnutto him. However, he would noteafily
have mafter'd it, had it not been for a Gaure,
who being us'd to dig up the Earth for ma-
king Pis, dug a fubterraneous Paflage, by
which he conducted him into the Middle of
the Caftle, where he furprisd the Carifon,
when they leaft fufpe€ied any fuch Defign a-
painft them.  The taking of this Caftle, which
he {uinifh’d with good Troops, made ali the
naghbouring Counny yield to him; and
what was of much more Importance, difpos'd
the Inhabicants of Ben-Ifpaban to cnter into
a Treaty of Accommodation, which till then
they would never hear of.

It has been fhewn already, thac no City in
Perfia had given the dghvans fo much Trou-
blc as thar Town had done, whofe Rcputati-
on only had kept the neighbouring Cantons
from fubmuung. Zeberdeft-Kan, who had

before
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before been tampering with them, had no
fooner taken the Caftle of Grez, than he
renew’d his Negotiation, offering the Men of
Ben-Ifpabhan, in the Name of the Ufurper,
not only their own Conditions, burt alfo to
have them fign’d by all the Officers of the
Army, who fhould be Guarantces for the Per-
formance of them. The taking of the Caftle
of Grez, the Diftance of Prince Thamas, who
fhew'd no Life in him, and the little Likcli-
hood there was that they fhould long hold
out by themfelves aganft all the Power of
the Aghvans, made them more inchinable to
hearken to his Propofals; to which they at
laft agreed, and came to an Agreement with
the Ufurper. But as much as they had been
his Enemies before the Accommodation, they
were as faithful to him after 1t; and ’twas
well for him they were fo. Maghmud not
forgetting the Mifchiefs they had done him,
efpecially the Death of onc of his Brothers,
and of feveral other of his Relations, whoin
they cruelly murder'd after they had defeated
him 1n Batrel, {et divers Machines at work to
make them take a falfe Step, that might jufti-
fy his breaking the Capitulatione He f(ent
Emiffaries to propofe a Rifing, and fuggeft to
them the taking up Arms again. Tho’ thefe
Emiflaries were not fufpected at Ben Ifpaban,
but were thought to a& fincerely ; yet the
Force of the Oath they had taken to Magh-
wiud, and the i Obligation they took them-
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felves to be under by it, prevail'd over all
other Confiderations ; infomuch that very far
from hearkening to thefe treacherous Emifia-
ries, they fent them bound to Maghmud,
who by this A& of Fidelity began to be re-
conciled to the People of Ben-Ifpaban. But
that which gain’d his good Will enurely, was
a fignal Piece of Service they did him by de-
livering up Luft-A/t-Kan, the Man whom
he moft dreaded of all the Perfian Nation.
The Ulurper was fo pleasd with Zeberdefi-
Kan's good Condué&t and Succefs in the Expe-
dition of Gzez, that he preferr'd himtoall the
Ofhicers of his Nauon 1n his Choice of a
Gencral to fucceed Nazyr-Ulla, the moft
flout and fuccefsiul of all his Generals, who
dy’d 1n the manncr we arc sbout to relate.
At the fame nme that he fent Zrberdefi-
Kan to reduce the Cantons about the Capiral,
he orderd Nazyr-Ulla to march againft Chz-
ras near the Perfian Gulf with the Aghvans
under his Command, and the 6oco Derge-
fins who had lifted under him.  °Tis twelve
Days March from Ifpahan to Cheras. The
Terror of his Name only made him Malter of
all the Towns in his Rout; for he was the
moft famous of all the Aghvan Generals.
Several Cities fent their Kevs to him; and
tho’ he expetted to find more Refiftance at
Chiras, he doubted not 1o take the Place after
fome Attacks; but a Musket-fhot took him
in the firft Aflanlt, and by his Death put an
cnd
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end to all his Hopes, to the inexpreflible Grief
of his Army, which he us'd to lead to Con-
queft; and who gave too fenfible Tokens of
their Grief, by the cruel funcral Rites with
which they honour’d him, according to the
barbarous Superftition of that Nation, who
learnt it of the Indians. For after the whole
Army had march’d round his Body with Co-
lours downwards tratling on the Ground, they
made their Slaves and Per/zan Prifoners perform
the fame Ceremony, and theri cut their Throats
at his Feet. They {lew the fineft of hits Horfes,
cut-their Carcaflcs to bits, and divided the Fleth
among the Soldiers for a funcral Feaft, as is
the Cufom among the Aghvans; and no
funeral Oration could fit him better, than the
Dejection his Arny fell into on his Death.
They loft moft of that warlike Fiercencfs
which they acquird by fighung under him,
who never was beaten, and whom they thought
invincible.  They confefs'd they did not ex-
pe& to have fuch another General; and if
they themielves had not then known the Im-
portance of their Lofs in him, the {udden Re-
volution caus’d in the Canton wherc they
were would have convinc'd thenr of it. In
cffet, no tooner was the Death of Nazyr-
Ulla known, than all the Places that had
fubmitted to him in his March revolted
and took up Arms again, as if they had
yiclded morec to the Repuration of the
General than the Strength of his Armys

and
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and this one Man being dead, all the reft
of the Aghvans could not make them afraid.
He was very human to thofe that fubmitted
to him, contrary to the Cuftom of his Ma-
fters. In an Irrupuon he made on the Side
of Perie-Difaret, three Days Journey from
Ifpaban, he found feveral great Towns in-
habited by Georgzans of the King's Guard,
who {wore Obedicnice to hum.  Schabh-Abas
after having drawn therr Anceftors from
Georgia, plac’d them in this Canton, which
they began to inhabit one hundred thirty
Years before. He oblig’d them at the faine
time to cmbrace the AMebometan Rehigion,
difpenfing with their drinking Wine, with-
out which they wou'd not have conform’d
to Mahomet's Doltrine.  Nafyr-Ulla being
inform’d of thefe Particulars, was the firft
to prefs them to return to ther old Reli-
gion. In order to which he fent for a
Georgran Priclt from Ifpaban; which he
did lefs out of Affcétion to Chrzfliansty, than
out of Hatred to the Se&t of Reafi, which
is that of the Perfians ; A-Se&t much more
odious to the Sunnss, or Followers of Omar,
fuch as the Twrks and the Aghvans, than
Chriflzanity itlclf. Hc was prerry rtall, but
otherwifc ill fhap'd enough. He was a
great Friend to the Armemzans, and their
declar'd Prote&tor. He was term’d Kior-Sul-
#an, or the Blind Lord, becanfe he usd to
keep one of his Eyes fhut. He learn’d the

Trade
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Trade of War by robbing: for before the
laft Wars of Candabar, he often plunder'd
the Caravans, and fomectimes madc Incur-
fions as far as Ifpaban. The Ufurper Magh-
mud, who knew what a Lofs his Death was
to him, causd a ftately Monument to be
erc&ted for him ncar the Armenzan Church-
Yard, and gave an Endowment to two Pricfts
to pray for him near his Tomb, and to kcep
a Holy Fire there, he being of the Religion
of the Gaures, who Wworfhip Firc. As he
was always fuccefstul in his military Enter-
puizes, he was fufpetted of Sorcery, which
twas faid he learn’d of the Indians, always
made ufe of in War, and owd fome of
his Vitories 1o 1t.  But as much a Sorce-~
rer as ‘tis pretended he was, hc could not
ward off the Musket-ball that kidl'd him:
and whatever Sufpicion he lay under on
that Account, 1t does not hinder the Ah-
vans from vifiting his Tomb with great Ve-
neration, and honouring him not only as
a Hcro but as a Samfon, or Saint of the
Nation.

How difcourag’d focver the Army before
Chiras was at the Lofs of this famous Ge-
neral, they did not give over the Siege. They
refurp’d 1t with more Vigour than before, un-
der the Command of Zeberdeft-Kan, who
was fent to be their General, and had the
Glory to be preferr’d to all the general Ofhi-

cers
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cers of the Nation, in fucceeding the moft
renown’d Captain in theit Armies.

The Governor of Chiras, who till then had,
difinguifh’d himfelf above all the other Go-
vernors of Placesin the Defence of this; and
had been verycareful to get it well forfified,
forgot however one thing, without which,
all the Fortifications in the World fignify no-
thing : and that was to furmifh it well with
Provifions. He grounded his Hope of keep-
ing the Place, much lefs in his Ability or
the Valour of his Garrifon, than on the Ca-
pacity and Experience of an old Arabian
War-Officer nam’d Hagr Bak:rr, who was
grown old in theTrade of Arms. He gave
him a great Sum of Moncy to engage him
to defend the City during the Sicge: and
promisd him a much greater in cafe it was
raisd. It was therefore this old Othcer who,
properly fpeaking, commanded in the Town,
where nothing was done without his Or-
der.

The Governor of Chiras’s good Opinion
of his Licutenant, madec him1 commit a Faule
which was prejudicial to the Prefervation of
the Place.c For thinking himfelf fafe.n a
Man whom he look’d upon as perfe@ in
the Trade, he took no Care about. any
thing elfc. Inftead of taking Advantage of
the good Difpofition of the Inhabitants, who
by frequent Saliies on the Beficgers, had fo
fatigw'd them, that they delpau’d of being

able
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able to continue the Siege, he would not
permit any more Sallies, and fiifled, very mal/
a propos, the Aidor of a People difposd to
do well, by keeping them fhut up in the City.
But Provifions beginning to fail, the Garifon
was foon diminithed by the Flight of thofe
who found Means to make their Efcape by
By-ways. They could do it the more eafily,
becaufe the Aghvans were glad to fee the
Town growing empty, and lent them a help-
ing Hand, by opening or feliing a Paffage to all
that would leave it. The City not being able to
hold out long for want of Vittuals, Hag:-
Bakr made the laft Effort to fupply it. He
fally’d at the Head of 6ooco Men; but when
he would have re-enter’d the Town, his Re-
treat was cut off by aBody of 8oo Aphvans,
who routed his little Army,and kill'd Hag:-Ba-
kzr himfelf with zoo Men, who ftood by him
and fought to the latt Gafp. As vitorious as
the Aghvans were, they would have been
oblig’d to raife the Siege for want of Provi-
fions, 1f the Convoy that Hag:z-Baker (ally’d
our to meet had not fallen into their Hands,
by which they were enabled to continue it :
For if the Scarcity was grcat in the City,
‘twa$ greater 1n the Aghvan Camp, by the
Preeaytion that was taken to fhut up all the
neighbduringP6wns. But that Convoy brought
Plenty into the Camp, ard then theBefiegers
waited with Tranquility for the Surrender of
the’Beficged to their Mercy 5 which the Citi-

2 Zcns
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zens of Cliras were {oon compell’d to do,
after having loft about 20000 Men, who dy’d of
Famine. The Governor finding he could
hold out no longer, fent his Brother to the’
Aghvan Camp to treat ; bur he found then
the Truth of that great and old Maxim of War,
That there is no Time more dangerous, nor ne-
ceflary to keep a Guard, than that of treating ;
for the Aghvans detaining the Officer that
was fent to them, gave the Aflault when ‘twas
leaft look’d for, and found fo little Refiftance
from the Befieged, who expeting a Capitula-
tion had negletted their Pofts, that they car-
ry’d the Place, and put all to the Sword whom
they could lay hands on.  All the reft would
bave had the fame Fate, if the Ofhicers had not
put a ftop to the Fury of the Soldiers, and
fav'd the reft of the Inhabitants from Slaugh-
ter, that there might be fome left whom they
might command.

But tho’ the Men’s Lives were fav'd, their
Goods were abandon’d to Pillage; and the Agh-
vans did on this Occafion a Piece of Juftice
much to their Honour : for while they were
pillaging the Houfes, finding 1n a private
Man’s Houfe, more Corn than would, have
fervid the Garrifon three Months, they were fo
fhock'd ar the Hardheartednd!s of that rich ~0«
vetous Wretcih who had facriisd hys Couns
try, and the Lives of above 20000 Men to
his Avarice; that tying hum up to a Stake
in fight and in the middle of his Granary,
they left him there to be ftarvid ¢o Death.

Such



[ 129 ]

Such was the End of the Sicge of Chiras,
which lafted ten Months.  Tiwe ﬂo/wnmlof’c
2000 Men, without reckoning the ‘Dcr{c)f‘m‘
As many of the City Gatrton pu)ﬂx d. The Lofs
on both Sides, was at the firtt Irrupuon of the
Aghvans, and ar the Sallies which wue per-
miurted 1n the Beginning ot the Sicee: but
after the Governor forbad them, theie was
hardly any body kill'd; the Aehvans having
given no Affaule chcert tnat bv which they
torc’d the City without mucn Refiftance.

Atter they had fupplied C/rras with wiufh-
cient Garrifon, they fent a Detatchment of
400 Men rowards the ‘Perfian Gulpl, who
pencetrated as tar as Bender-Abaffi. it the
Necws of this Irruption, the tew Perfians who
were {catter’d up and down n the Farms and
Houfcs abour rthe Couvntry, ret’'d with
thar Effeéts to the Ifie of Ormgus.  The Fn-
Lglefb and Durch Companies Factors kepe clofe
i thewrr Houfes, where the A7/ cans dudt
not atrack them. They got ol tor fome
Provifions, with which they twnithd the
Soldiers, without sadmitting them mto thar
Houfes. Thus after an Excutfion of two
Mont;hs, and thhout reaping any Lenctit cx-
cept teinfying the ans, the Advhuvans

rewernd lcts my/Numbir than they came.
fo% Bender- Abaffi bang very un-
healthy, and even mortal tor Strangers the
greate® Parc of rhe Year, the Malxg,mry of
the Climate carry’'d off moft of the 400

Vor. 1L K Men,
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Men, of whom not- above 40 joyned the
Army.

The Reader no doubt is in Pain to know
what is become of Prince Thamas all this
while 5 and here 1t is proper to {peak of him,
fince twas during the Sicge of Chras, that
he began to put himfelf 1n motion againft the
Aghvans. Hc left Casbm at the Approach
of Aman-Ulla who poflefs’d himfel{ of that
Place, at the head of 8coo Men; #id from
Casbin retird to Taurrs. He was fcarce ar-
nv'd there, but forgetung the Situation he was
in, which render’d the Way of Infinuation
and Intrcaty more proper than that of Aun-
thority and Command, he fent to fignify to
Vachtanga, Prince of Georgra, with as much
Haughtinels as the moft powerful and abfo-
lute King of Perfia could have done, that
he (hould come to Zaurzs to do him Homage
and receivt Orders.

There was no likelihood that Vachtanga,
who did not hearken to the Supplications of
the Father, would be in a2 Humour to fub-
mut to the imperious Command of the Son.
And indeed he received it with a Difdain and
Contcmpt, which Prince Thamas, weak and
impotent as he wa$;whid vot think fir to put
up. So that inflead of tf¥uking to -~dxve
the Rebels out of the Capitdin aru” feveral
other Cities of the Kingdom which they had
fe1z’d, he went very unleafonably to reduce a
Vaflal who remain’d at home in Quuet, and

whon
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whom it had been ealy to have brought to
Reafon, if he had nd himfelf of the Agh-
vans. Both Sides. wafted themfelves in a Ci-
vil War, the Confequence of which was on-
ly the weakening of both. The Lefprans,
Neighbours and old Enemies of the Georgrans,
prefently made their Advantage ot the Weak-
nefs to which Georgza was reduced by this
War. _ The Turks bioke into the Province af-
terwards, and made themfelves Mafters of it
without much Oppofition, and are its Mafters
to this Day.

Prince Thamas did .not behave better with
refpect to the Armenzaps, than he had done
towards the Prince of Georgra.  For mftcad
of gaining by good Ufage a Nation from
whom he might have drawn gteat Succours,
he began with over-burthening them with
1 axes and exceflive Contributions, which he
levy’d without any Mercy, and with all
manner of Rigor. Not content with rmning
them, he would alfo force them to wke
Arms for him, and thought to reduce them
to it by Terrors, m pillaging and facking {ofite
of their principal Towns. The Armenians
feejnz themfelves driven touthe laft Extremury,
and having no Hopuewaf” being betrer treated
bf?n[l’;;l:::.sw o had no manner of Regard
“to then™ 4t took Arms, and canton’d ro
the Number of 40000 11 rhe Mountains of
Kgpan niear Taurss. Prince Thamas would
peceds force them with the few Troops he had,

K2 but
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but was fo well becaten every time he attack’d
them, that after feveral ufclefs Attempts,
whercin his Men were cut to picces, he grew
difcrcet at his own Expence, and found 1t
neceflary to fend to them for an Accommo-
dation. Both Sides trcated with Sincerity ;
and the Prince was fenfible of the great Af
fitance he might have had from them againft
the Uturper and the Rebe's, by the important
Services they did againft the Turks, if inftead
of provoking them by the moft crying Ex-
tortion and Indignitics, as he did at firft, he
had carry’d himf{c!f moderatcly rowards them,
and gain’d their Affection, which they were
well mclmd of themicives to give him Proots
of. In the mcan ume the SICL( of Chiras
contmnumg full, made him turn his Eyes
thar way 5 and hc at Jaft fcem’d ro call to
mind that the moft dangerous Enemies he
had, and thofc whofe Progrefs ought moft to
alarm hum, were the Aghvans. Hehad then
with hum 8oco chofen Troops train’d up 1n
Wars. They were fcw 1n Number, but as
many as were neceflary to deal with the Aghb-
wans, whofe {cparate Body before Chrras was
not numerous ;” and had thofe $ooo Mea been
well led, they migh%ave nromis'd themfelves
Succefs upon Occafions. Bi Prince Thaiinzs
hunfelf rmn’d all his Hopes ifiw+hae Tefpedt
by the 1ll Choice of a General, whom he pla-
ced at the Head of this little Army.  He was
a Man of no Mert, efpecially as to War, and
oughty
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ought to have been fufpeted by him with re-
gard to the Aehvans, he bang of the fame
Set 1n fehguon wath them.  His Name was
Fredon-Kan | and as foon as he had got the
Command of the Army, inftcad of marching
azaiaft the Aghvans, he fell on the Arme-
nzans of ‘Perze, He charged them with having
couited Protection of the Aghvans; and un-
der that Pietence lic {ack’d their Towns, and
according to the barbagous Cuftom in Perfia,
he tent Punce Thamas lome hundreds of Heads
or the Prifoners he had taken, as 1f they had
been Heads of Aghvans kill'd in Fight. He
did this with fo little Precaution, that ‘twas
feen by the Tonfure of the Pates, that fome
ot the Perfons flanghterd were Armenian
Priefts.  He retir'd after this notable Exploit
to the City of Ksulpeksent, where he fettled fus
Camp; bur as foon as he heard of the Ap-
proach of the Azhvans, he ran away, and
his Army follow’d his Example.

The City of Krulpekzent had ull then ftood
out agamnft the Aghvans, and repuls'd them
as often as fhe Itad been attack’d ;s but fhe
loft Courage now, fceing herleif abandon'd
by jhe very Army that wasACnt to her Aflid-
an&e : and a baily«rJsbw#l,ant approaching the
Wialks. to makg?a Breach, fo trernify’d them,
that cv®msweriic | cd towards a Fort joining to
the City.  But ¢ Azhvens came too clofe
ony the Hecls of them, cut off their Retrear,
and flew the greateft Part of them,  Thefew

K 3 who
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who got into the Fort were f{o frighted at the
enormous Size of the barb’d Elephant that
appeard in Sight from the Walls, that they
prefently furrender’d, and fubmitted to the
Conqueror ; fo that in lefs than an Hour, the
Ufurper Maghmud, who was in Perfon in this
Expedition, routed an Army, forc’d a rich
Cuty, and reduc'd a Fort that was in a good
State of Decfence.

The Lofs of Kmlpebzent drew after it that
of Cachan, one of the moft famous Cities of
Perfia. The Inhabitants of this City had
alrcady fuffer’d much by Famine; and the
Wafte the Aghvaps .had comnueted 1n ail
the neighbouring Towns and Villages, depriv'd
them of all Means of Subﬁﬂcm_c by Sup-
plies from thence : {o they judg’d r.ghtly, that
if they were attack’d, their beft way would
be to furrender.

But when they underftood what hac pafs’d
at Kuulpekient, they theught it moft advifca-
bic to be betorehand with the Conqueror, and
{ent to invite Maghmud to come and take
Pofleflion of their City, Where he was re-
cewved with great Pomp.  The Ufurper flaid
there fome D1ys, md that the good Treat-
ment this City met ™.elf ‘or fubmxmnlto
him of herfclf might tenipt uhcr Cines o
do the like, he behav'd towards ¥~ Citizens
of Cachan with great Generofity and Huma-
nity. Hc then returned to Ifpaban full of
Glory, and highly pleas’d with his new Con-

quetts,
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quefts, which were cclebrated with Fire-
works, aud all publick Demonftrations of Joy
ufual on the like Occafions.

The Ufurper Magbhmud enjoy’d in Tran-
quility all the Saustattion which he could
take in lus late Profperity, when 1t was trou-
bled by a bold Stroke of Aman-Ulla, one of
the Chiefs of the Nation, who pretended to
be upon a Par wirh him; and complaining
that he had not kept the Agreement they had
made, offer’'d to retire with his Troops.

To have a nght Notion of this Matter, we
muft fuppofc that when the Aghvans nunder-
took this Expedition in the h.ar 1722, they
thought of nothing l¢fs than of dethroning
the King of ?erfa their old Mafter. Their
Views rcach’d ifo farther than the making
themfelves Mafters of Kzrwman, to {ccure their
Retreat when they made Incurfions into the
Piovinces on the Borders, and fomctimes 1n
the Heart of the Kingdom.

As Aman-Ulla was independent of Ayrr-
Maghmud, and had a Body of Troops of his

own, he engaged with Maghmud on an cqual
Foor, and nor as an latcrior or Subaltern;

d the Agrecement was, #fat they fhould di-
Wde in halves whar gy fhould get by ther
Fnterprize, be’it what it would.

Thisge:ilaving fince raken a more advan-
tageous Turn than they expefled, as foon as
Myrr-Maghmud (aw himielf feated on the
Perfian Throne, that hc might avod a

K 4 Com-
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Competition with Amaw Ulla, he gave him
fooo Men, good Troops, to feize Casbin,
and fcedde himielt there as he was fettled at
Ifpaban. Aman-Ulla enier’d 1t withour Re-
fiftance : But as he was accountable to no
body tor bis Actions, and did not think the
Terms of theu Treary futhciently made good,
till he had diawn a« much out of Casta,
as his Affociate had done out of [fpaban, e
fo provok’d the Citizens o1 Casbn, by his
Extoitions and Violences, that they rofe, as
has veen fard moars Place, and drove him
out of thar Town, vay much wounded, and
fhipp'd ot all he had, atter having kilr'd 4000
of his Men, and reduc’d the reft of his httle
Aimy to a very forry Conditien.

Aman Ulla, difappointed 1n his Hopes of
canchig Lamieit by the Plunder of Casbne,
was no fooner cur'd of his Wounds and re-
turn’d tol)y ghan, than he trump’d up tncTreaty
berwen bim and Maghmud.  He rald big
of s Rizhts, and pretended to the Halt
of whatcever had been taken, even the Treg-
furcs of Schabh-Huffern, and to be joynt King
with  Alaghmud, purivant to thar Agree-
ment. -

His Pretenfions Were juft, according to the
Lctter of that Treaty ; and ‘I._'_'gg/ymud ccad,
takc no Advantage of his having margyd one
of Scheh-Huffern's Daughters, fince Aman-
Ulla had efpoufcd another of them. So that
they were on the fame Terms with refpedt

(o]
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to their Right by Mairiage. He prefs'd him
dailv mott and more; and perceving Magh-
smd coaded his Inflances, without doing him
]u’ ‘i 1 dividing the l\mﬂdom and Schab-
"H. Jums Tieatures, he fell out with hun, and
fuldy cenv.ncd hlm, that every thing was
to b cvnecied from his Refentment.

he Puncets he had marnied, finding him
mn this Difpofition, did not mufs that Oppor-
tunty to do her Brother Prince 7hamas Ser-
vice, and fer hum fo againft Maghmud by
avgravatng his fruachcu, and teprelenting
him as a crucl Tyraur, capable of facrificing
cvary thing to his Ambinon and Intereft, that
fic determined hum to joyn Prnce Thamas
and act agamnfl the Ufurper, whofe Spouls
weie to be civided between them.

Thefe Remonflrances had all the Effe& the
Princcts pronmuyd to hertelfe  Aman Ulla
maich’d from Ifpaban ar the Head of his
Troops about the Ind ot Derember
1723 and taking the Crown with him, di-
rected hus March to Candabar. Dut inftead
of conrmuing that Rout, he turn’d off to-
wards the Provinces wheie Prince Thamas

s Matter, without declarfg his Intentions.

he News of t‘v,s,‘aon reach’d ]ﬁuzban,
2ad j\fdg/mqvl/ was 10 frighten’d at it, that
he mount 3 his Horfe .mxmdxatcly, and with
the few People that were ready to accompa-
oy, lum, le rode after dman-Ulla; lcaving
Orders
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Otders for his Troops to follow him with alt
poflible Diligence.

He overtook Aman-Ulla at four Days end ;7
and the Remembrance of old Friendfhip ftifling
all Reproaches which they might have made
cach other, they embrac’d with great Affeétion :
and Aman-Ullz was won by Maghmud's Ca-
refles and Promifes.  But the Ufurper con-
ceiving the great Danger he fhould have been
in by his Friend’s Defertion, took Care to
provide againft 1t for the future, by making
himfelf fure of him 1n a way which fhould
not offend him. He caus’d him to mount his
own Hotfe to do him honour, equip’d with
all the Pomp which 1s fuitable to Royal Ma-
jefty : And after having embrac’d again, and
rcnewed their former Oaths on the Points of
their naked Swords, he fent him back to If°
paban with a Body of Cavalry, which un-
der the Name of an Efcort was his Guard.
He alfo direted the Governor of the
Capital to have a watchful Eye over
him till his Return, but not to feem
to have any Intention to ret a Guard upon
him. In all other refpeéts he was to do him
all fort orf Honours, and fee that he wantsd
for nothing to his catze Satisfaltion. Bat
notwithftanding {fo much Relpect and Cere-
mony, Aman-Ulla perceiv'd that -iudeed he
was no better than a Prifoner; and refented
it fo highly, that when Maghmud came bck
from his laft Expedition, he could not be pre-

vail'd
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vail'd upon to wait on him. He thought he
was more at Liberty than when the Ufurper
was prefent. But AMaghmud foon convinced
him of the contrary. For Aman Ulla going
from Ifpaban with his ufual Train, to vifit his
Brother’s Tomb, Maghmud fent an Officer af-
ter him withOrders to thruft hisSpcarinto Aman-
Ulla's Horfc’s Belly ; which was done accord-
ingly. °Tis true he had another given him
to carry hum back to.[fpaban, but he was fo
exafperated at this Affront, that when he
came back, he kill'd with his own Hand, the
the fineft Horfes in his Stables; and perhaps
had done more Milchicf, if Maghmud had
not run to appeafc him.

They were again reconcil’d at this Inter-
view ; and the Ufurpcr gave him his full Li-
berty, tho’ to his own Prejudice; for Aman-
Ulla made no Ufe of it, but to deftroy him;
being one of the Heads, and the moft zealous
one of the Confpiracy which was form'd a-
gainft Maghmud, who was their Vi&tim not
long after.

When he fent Aman-Ulla to Ifpaban, at
the time he prevented his going to Prince
Fpamas, as has been relat.d, he made Aman-

la’s Troops tak&'am Oath of Fidelity to him,
dnd joyn’d themto his own. He then march’d
towards that Part of Arabia call'd Kewok-Kilan,
which depends on Perfia, to bring it under
Subjettion to him. But he fufferd fo much

from
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from the bad Air of the Climate, and the In-
curfions of the Arabians, that he loft all his
Baggage, and almoft all his Troops s not a
fixth Part of them returning with lum. Nay,
there would not have been a Man fav'd, had
5t not been for the Aflifiance given him by
Kafin-Kan, a Perfian Lord, who pofleisd a
Prncipaliey tn that Neighbourhood, and had
bcen always faithful ro Maghmud fince his
Acccflion to the Crown o7 Perfia.

The Ufurper came to Ifpahban with the fad
Rcmans of his thatterd Army, himfelf very
much vex'd and dejedted. He would not be
rcceivid 1n a fclemn Manner, as he had been
Iat Year. Hc only difiributed soococo To-
mans,about 300000 Pounds among his Troops,
as fome Amends for the Lofs of their Dag-
gage, and ro help them to buy more. Buc
they were fo diminifh’d, that they could do
him no gteat Scrvice, fo he cmployd them
in reducing the Towns and Villages in the
Neighbourhood of Ifpaban.

Dunng thefe Tranfathions, Prince Thamas
who did not think himicif firong cnough
to drive out the Aghvans, bounded his Am.
bition with the Tigfervation of Taurzs, apA,
what was left of thePerfisn Monarchy va-
conquer'd by the Barbarsans. . Bur ona fud.
den he found he had an Enemy on his Hands
more formidable than the Agbvans. The
Turks, not contented with feizing Grorgig,

enter’d
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enter'd Perfia, and advancing to Taurss laid
Siege to at.

Happily for Prince Thamas, he had juft put
an End ro the domeflick Diffentions among
Jus Party ; and by his mild Behaviour gain'd
over thofe whom his unfeafonable Pride had
difvufted 5 efpecially the Armenzans of the
Mountains of Capan, who by joyning him,
put him in a Condition, not only to make
head aganft the Zurks, but allo to attack
them 1n their Inrremhmcnts which he did,
and with fo much Vigour, that he obtain’'d
one of the moft glorious and complear Vidto-
rics, that had becen known fince the Begn-
ing of the Perfan Troublcs ; for there were
20000 Turks flain 1n the Battel, and almoft
as many takenPrisoners.  The Eurgpean Ga-
zetees attribute this Victory to Myrr-Magh-
mud, which s the more falfc, for that the
Aghvans never came to Blows with the
Turks, whom they look on as their Brethern,
being of the (ame Mahometan Se&, and al-
ways hiving with them m a good Under-
flanding.

At the fame tume thar the Tarks befieg’d
Lauris, anothcr Army of «heurs, sunder the
Cdmmand of Achmet Batha of Babylon, laid
Siege to Amaaan, a City famous for the
I ombs of Mordecar and Lfther, as is pre-
tended 11 Perfra.  As toon as Prince Thea-
745 had deliver’d Zanrzs by the Defeat of the
Turks, he fent Part of his Army under the

Condut
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Condu&t of Flagella-Kan, againft the Batha
of Babyion, to oblige him to raife the Siege
of Amadan. But whether that General had:
not fo much Capacity as was neceflary for
fuch an Enterprize, or that Fortune repented
of her favouring the Perfians, they were
routed by the Baftha, who found himfelf at
liberty to continue the Siege without Intes-
ruption.

However, the Befieg’d, notwithftanding the
Defeat of the Forces fent to their Relief, de-
fended themfelves ftill with great Refolution ;
and the Turks had lain before the City two
Months, without making much Progrefs in
the Sicge, when a German Renegado, a good
Enginecer, gave them Entrance into the Town
by a Mine. There would have been nothing
but Fire and Sword, if the Batha had not in
Compaflion to the Inhabitants, caus'd one of
the Gates to be open’d, for all that cou’d to
make their Efcape that Way; which meft on
that Side of the City did. All the reft, with-
out Diftin&tion of Age or Sex were put to
the Sword.

Prince Thamas was greatly affli&ked at this
Lofs, as well as ut, the Defeat of his Troops,
He was angry with Flagella-Kan, and had
Reafon to be fo. But wnftead of a mode-
rate Reprimand, which that Officer deferv’d,
he infulted him in fuch a Manner, as only
ferv'd to fowre him yet more. He fent hyn
aCalaar or Velof Gold Brocard, being of that

fort
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fort wotn by Women ; to fhew him he was
fitter to handle a Diftaff than a Sword:
which Aftront Flagella fo highly refented,
‘that he immediately went over to the Ufur-
per Maghmad, and carried 400 Men with
him,

About this time happened the Adventure
of the Georgzan Woman, famous for her
Courage, and the Novclty of the Refolution
fhe took to revenge the Death of her Husband.
Being informed that hé was flain by the Agh-
vans at the Battel of Giglnabar, fhe departed
from the furthermoft Part of Georgra dif-
guifed like a Man, and travelled above 400
Leagues to Ifpahan, where mingling among
the Aghvans, 'tis reckon’d fhe kill'd above so
of them at feveral 'times, as Sacrifices to the
Manes of her Husband. She was at laft ta-
ken 1n one of thofe Executions, and brought
before Maghmud full of the Wounds the had
received, and thofe ﬂ?c had given hetfelf to
efcape the Cruelty of the Aghvans. Her
Sex beang known, the Barbarian could not
but admure the Greatnefs of her Soul. He
order’d Care to be taken of her, and that the
fhould be treated with all rhe Refpeét due to
hek Sex and Courage.

He was very impatient for the new Le-
vies from Candabar, who amrivid towards
the End of the Year 1724. He lLfted a
good Number of Dergefins at Ifpahan out
of thoft of that Nation who had fately fettled

o there,
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there, and with fome T#rkifb Troops taken
into his Pay, he form’'d as fine an Aimy as
that with which he at firft fate down befoie
the Capital,

Finding he fhould frequently be ieceflita-
ted to have Recruits from Candabar, and that
therefore nothing would be of more lmpor-
tance, than to fecure the Communicarion be-
tween that City and Ifpaban ;s he thought he
could not better employ his Troops than 1n
the Execution of this Proje&t.

About ten Days Journey from Ifpaban, in
the Rout to Candahbar, there 1s a pretty ftrong
City, called F¢ft, or Tefd, which was a great
Obftacle to that Communication, and very
lately had given him a Proof of it by the
Lofs of 2000 Recruuts coming from Canda-
har. The Men of Fef attack’d them 1n their
Paflage, and gan’d fuch a compleat Vidory,
that hardly one¢ of them was left alive to car-
ry the News to Ifpabhan.

This was not the firft Vexation this City
had given him ; he ftll remember'd that two
Years before, when he was marching towards
Ifpahan, he was repulsd from this Cuty,
which he thought to carry by Affault; with
the Lofs of abundance of Men. Tho' this
Check griev’d him much, yer hc did not
think fit to defer hus March to the Capital by
beficging it. But as if it had been order'd,
that thofe very Fvents which feem’d moft
favourable to Schah Huffesn fhould curn to

his
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his Ruin, it was found that the Advantage F¢/?
had obtain’d over Myrr-Maghmud contribured
to the taking of Ifpaban. For the Court of
Perfia had concewed fuch a Contempt of
this Rebel and his Troops, that they f{corn’d
to take any of thofc diftant Precautions,
which-are in no cate to be negleted on the
Approach of an Enemy’s Army. ‘Twas
thought Weaknefs to provide before-hand in
the Capital of the Kingdom dgainft an Enemy,
who had juft mifcarricd before 4 lirtle City in
the Province; and it being a much fhorter
way, under an indolent King who ha-
ted Bufinefs, to defy Danger, than to
ulc any Endeavours fo ward it off; the
Court was willing to believe they had nothing
to fear ; and tha. this imaginary Sccurity
could not be better grounded in the Minds
of the People, thai. Iy abftaning from ta-
king neceffary Meafures to render it real and
folid.

By this means Maghmud’s Difgrace before
Feff was fo far from being prejudicial to him
with regard to s Dddign againt Ifpaban,
that on the contrary it facilitated the Con-
qucft of that Capital. Bur his Refentment
againft it reviving by the Lofs of the 2000
Men that had been larcly defeaced in the fame
Place, and the Neceflity of fecuring the Com-
munication, between Ifpaban and Candabar,
determin’d him to turn all his Forces againft
th City of 7efl, and to make himfclf Mafter

Vou II L ) :

—



[ 146 ]

of it. He went upon this Enterprize with
the more Confidence, for that he was at the
Tead of an Army capable of undertaking
cvery thing with Succefs, and had a good
Train of Artllery ; befides which, he held
Corfefpondence with fome in the Town, the
Gaures, who inhabited a Quarter of it. In
the mean time, the Citizens of Fef havin
Information that he Wwas coming againi%
them, prepared to defend themfelves 5 and to
deprnive him of all Means of fubfifting his
Army, they laid all their Neighbourhood
wafte, ruining all the little defencelefs Towns
and Villages thecreabouts. They furnifhed
themfelves with Provifions in abundance, and
had a ftrong Garifon in_the Place. Thefe
Preparations, which were more than fuffici-
ent agamn{® open Force, could not fecure
them againft Surprize and Treafon ; but very
luckily they difcover'd the Intelligence be-
tween the Gaurs and Maghmud, a hittle while
before the Arrival of the Ufurper's Army,
and put all thofe Traitots to the Sword with-
out {paring one of them,” and then prepar'd
to defend themfelves with the more Secarity,
for that they had no Enemies to fear but thofe
without, whofe Forces did not frighten them.
Maghmud came before the Place at the End
of December 1724. and the Impoflibility he
faw there was of maintaining his Troops in a
Country quite ruin’d, obliging him to haften
his Proje@s, he gave Order for a general Af

faulr,
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fault. The Aghvans attack’d it on all Sides;
and not knowing that the Correfpondence
they had with the Gaures within the City
was difcover’d, they went on with all the A=
furance of Men who reckon’d their Succefs
was infallible ; but they found every where a
Refiftance uncxpeéted by them. They were
in all Places repuls’d, and forc'd to give over
the Aflault. They now faw that the Town
would not be carry’d fo eafily as they had
imagin'd. The Men of Fef# did not ftop
here; but taking Advantage of the Diforder
they peicerv’d the Beficgers to be in, they
{ally’d upon them, and cut a grcat Number
to pieces, put the reft to Flight, and took all
the Baggage of the Army, which they brought
into the Town in’ Triumph.

The Ulurper Maghmud, who thought to
recover in this Expediion the Repurtation he
loft in the laft, was fo difmay’d at thele two
fucceflive Difgraces, and efpecially the latter,
which he leaft look’d for, that he deem’d it
to be an Effe@ of the Wrath of Heaven; and
perfuading himfedf that he could fuecced in
nothing till he had appeas'd it, he refolv'd,
in order to it, to make a Retreat according
to the fuperftitious Cuftom of the Indsans,
braught into Candabar by its Neighbourhood
to India, and much prevailing there, The
Manner of this kind of Retreat is thus:

Jhe People fhut themfelves up in a fubter-
ranean Grotto, where no Light ecaters. The

L2 Young
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Young and the Old fuffer extrc:‘nc]y ;s for all
theNourifhment they have is a very little Bread
and Water ; not enough to keep them from
ftarving ;: They {carce indulgc themiclves 1n a
Moment’s Sleep, which coming from Heavinets
and Faintnefs is rather a Faugue than a real
Repofe. The reft of the Time is taken up
in Agitations of the Body, accompanied with
loud Cries and deep Groans. Thefe Agita-
tations weaken them by Degrees, caufe Con-

vulfions and rambling Thoughts, which they
take for Extacies; and while they are in them,
they fancy they fee Spetres, and Apparitions:
which tho’ the E&edt of a troubled Brain on-
ly, is a new Torment to them.

This fort of Retreat laits forty Days; and
Maghmud ftaid fo long in his fubterrancan
Vault. He then came forth, pale, meager,
and reducd almoft to a Spe&tre Lunmiclf.
The Effet of this ndiculous Piece of Su-
perftition, was the turning his Head, and
putting him out of his Senfes, whicl: he
never recover’d again : and this was what loft
hum his Crown firft, and then his Life.

From that Moment he became reftlefs,
wild and fufpictous; taking Uinbrage ef
his beft Friends, and believing that whoever
came near him aim’d at his Life and his
Throne. He was in the firt Fic of this Hy-
pocondriack Humour, when the Efcape of
Mirza-Sefs, Schabh-Huffesn's eldet Son, who

was
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was formerly declar'd his Succeflor, threw
him into a Trafport of Rage, which caus'd
tne horniblc Tragedy we are about to relate.
Mirza-Sefi having found Means to get out
of the Haram, fled to the Province of Bach-
tyacs, where ’tis thought he fhil is, and is
the {ame whom the European Gazettes, upon
1l Information, pafs for a fuppofititious Prince.
The Ufurper was o terrified at this News,
that herefolv’d to murder all the Princes of the
Blood, to prevent their making him uneafy for
the future.  On the 7th of February, 1725,
in the Afternoon, he orderd all thofe Prin-
ces to be brought into a Court of the Palace,
among whom were three of the paternal
Uncles of Schab- Huffemn, old and decrepid,
He commanded their Hands to be ty’d be-
hind them with their Girdles, and, affifted
by two of his Coufedcrates who feconded
him 1n this cruel Butchery, he maflacred them
with hus Sabre, Thace were only two left,
and tholc very young, who ran iuto the Arms
of Schabh Huffe:n.  This Prnce hearing a
Noife, and the €rics of dying Perfons, came
to thePlace where chieSlaughter was committed,
At the fight of fo many Princes weltering in
their Gore, he counld not forbcar making the
Tyrant bitter Reproaches, He ftood petween
Maghmud and the two young Trinces, his
Children, whom the Ufurper would have
bytcherd even in his Arms; and in endea-
yopring 10 defend ;him, regeivd a2 Wound
3 in
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in his Hand. The Tyrant, as barbarous
as he was, could not help being touch’d
at the fight of the Blood of the King;
and fuffer’d him to fave the two little Princes,
to comfort him fot the Lofs of the reft.

*T1s not certainly known how many of
them were murder'd. Some fay one hun-
dred and five ; others a hundred and eighty
and others more than that. We thould not be
furpris'd to hear of fo many Princes of the Blood
in the Eaffern Courts. We might rather
wondtr there were no more; fince in the
Reign of Schah-Huffein, thirty Cradles have
been carry’d into the Haram in a Months
time only. Sothatthe Number would be in-
finite, if the greateft Part of them did not
dye in their Infancy. )

After this bloody Exccution, Maghmud
atted always like a Fury, and never
fhew’d the leaft Sign of fober Senfe. The
Aghvan Phyficians who were with him, try’d
all the Secrets of their Art, to reftore him to
his Senfes; but their Remedies did not ope-
rate. They had Recourfe to the Armenian
Clergy, to rehearfe that Part of the Gofpel
over the Head of the Ufurper, which they
term the Red Gofpel: A Cuftom in vogue
among the Perfians, who pretend that feve-
ral Cures have been done by it,on Perfons di-
fturb’d in their Minds, with the fameSymptoms
of Madne(s as Maghmud had. The Arm--
wian Clergy came to the Palace in folemn

Proceflion,
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Proceflion, wearing their facerdotal Habits,
and bearing highted Wax Candles in their
Hands. They were honourably receiv’d there
by the Courticrs rang’d on each Side, whofe
Looks modeft and religious, and their great
Silenceand Refpe& thew'd their Veneration for
theleChriftian Priefts. AftertheCeremony was
over, they were reconduéted to Zulfa in the
fame Order, by a Crowd of Court-Lords,
The Ufurper hapning to have a lucid Inter-
vala little after the Geremony,{ent the Arme-
nzans two thoufand Tomans, or 4000 Crowns
in Specie, and as much i Effe@s which he
had taken from them,p romifing with an O ath
to reftore the reft, if*God was fo gracious to
him, as to reftore his Health. He alfo return’'d
a thoufand Tomans in the fame Manner, and
with the fame Promife, to the Dutch Fadrors,
from whom he had taken 40000 Tomans, or
2400000 Livres; and 20000 Tomans, ot
1200000 Livres to the Engl:fb Merchants:
which to both Companies, amounts to
36co000 Livres. But thefe Reftitutions did
neither the ong nor the other much Good.
Maghmud's Succeflor made them void, as
the Effe@s of a diforderd - Brain; and
orderd thofe Sums to be brought back
to his Treafury, In a Letter inferted in the
Mercurey, Fanuary 1727, it is faid he had
forc’d theDutch to pay him 8ocooo Tomans,
which would make 48 Millions of Livress

L 4 and
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dnd the Ewmglih 200000 Tomans, os 12
Millions ; all which is falfe and exorbitant.
The Sum I havg fpecified, a: in my Memours,
is large enough in confcience.

Maghmud's lucid Interval lafted not long:
and the Palfy, or as others pretend, the Le-
profy, joyning to the Delrium, one haif
of his Body rotted ; and his Bowels became
fo diforder'd, that he voided his Excrements
at his Mouth; and in the hornd Tor-
ments he endur'd, he tarn’d his Fury againft
himfcif, and tore his Hands with his Teeth.

While he was in this (ad Condition, Prince
Thamas had an Advantage over onc of the
Aghvan Generals, which allarmrd thar Na-
tion. This Prince with grear Difliculty got
15000 Men together; and finding he was
not ftrong enough to make hcad agamnt the
Turks, who broke into Perfia three feveral
Ways, he refolv'd to carry on the War a-
gainft the Aghvans: and falling upon one
of their Generals calld Sezda/, as he was
marching to the Cuy of Casbn with 7000
Men, he attack’d and defeated him.

The Aghvans werc gllarm’d at this News,
and finding there was no Hope of any thing
from Maghmud, who was not fit for Bufi-
nefs, they thought of chufing him a Suc
ceflor. The Right of this Succeflion, fell na-
turally to the Ufurper’s elder Brother; but
he was aQually at Candubar ; and there being

2 450
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4 soLeaguesDiftance from thatCity toIfpaban,
along a Country not yet {ubdu’'d,he could not
venture thence without a little Army, whofe
"March would take up threc or fourMonths time.
In the mean while, the Affair was prefling,
and their Condition was like to grow worfe
every Day, ull fome Order was taken about
it. This Reafon induc'd the .Aghvansto
procced immediatcly to a Choice of a Suc-
ceflfor to Maghmud : which Choice fell up-
on Afzraff his Coufin German s who was then
in Continement at Ifpaban on the following
Occafion.

Afzraff was the Son of that Brother of
Myrr-J¥ets who fuccceded that famous Rebel
in the Command of the Nation ; and whofe
Head his Nephew ' Maghmud had cut off, in
order to put himfelf in his Place, as is elfe-
where related. Tho' Maghmud's Power was
increas’d by that Murder, and he had fince
acquird fo much Credit with the Adgbvans,
that Afraff was oblig'd to difflemble his Re-
fentment tor his Father’s Death; yet he kept
it ftill in huis Mmd: and whether for that
Rcafon,or out of his Moderation,which was his
particular Charater, and whichalways preferv'd
him in the Eteem of the Agbrans, hisCountry-
men, even while hc was 1n Prifon, he always
oppos’d, as much as was potlible, his Coufin
Maghmud's ambitious Yiojelts s and was al-
wgys of Opinion, that Schabh Huffesw's Pro-
pofals of Peace ought to have been accepted.

Such
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Such a Difpofition of Mind could not be
grateful to Maghmud, and began to make
him fufpicious of Afzraff. But he became
more fo, and with more Reafon, during the
Siege of Ifpaban, on account of two Tals
he was inform’d of ; the one was, that out of
Compaflion to the Want Schab Huffern was
reduced to 1n his own Palace, where he had
not Food, he caus'd 7000 Batmgens of Corn
to be convey'd to hxm, about 84000 Pound
Weight; cach Batmen being 12 Pounds A-
verdupoix. The fecond Fadt  was full
more confiderable, and more odious,
which was his treating with the Court of
Perfia to come over to them with tus Troops,
on Payment of a ccrtain Sum which he de-
manded, to be diftributed among them. Had
thec Money been paid, A/zraff had certainly
join’d the Perfian Army. DBut the Court of
Perfia, out of a Piece of ill-tim'd Husbandry,
put off the Affair with fo many Delays, in
Expe&tation of Ali-Merdan-Kan's coming
with Provifions, that Afzraff grew weary,
and broke off the Treaty; which he would
never after renew, tho’ the Court much de-
fird it. The Intrigues between them were
not fo well conceal’d, but that Meghmud had
fome Intimations of them; and to prevent
their being accomplifh’d, drew off Afzraff
from the Poft whecre he commanded, and
where he had a Conveniency to carry on his

Correfpondence with the Court of Perfia s
and
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and being obliged to diffemble till he was
Mafter of Ifpahan, he did not difcover any
Difcontent againft his Coufin ; but when he
took him from his Poft near the Capital, he
retended ‘twas to give him a more honoura-
Elc and more important Commuflion, by or-
dering him to cover the Siege : Which he did
as long as it lafted. But as foon as Maghmud
had poflefs’d himfelf of Ifpaban, he causd
him to be arrcfted and kept in Prifon all his

Reign ; that is, two Ycars and {ix Months.
He was a Prifoner, when by an unhop’d-
for Revolution he was taken thence and pla-
ced upon the Throne. ,Tho’ the Neceflity tue
Aghvans were in to remedy the prefent Dift
orders oblig’d them to fo fudden a Choice of
a Chief, and madé them caft their Eyes upon
Afzraff, as the neareft Relation of Magh-
mud ; yct their high Efteem of his Merit
and Capacity determin’d them to chufe him,
as much as his Afhnity to the Ufurper. They
refpected him not only as a Man of Wifdom,
Moderation and Equity, but as the greareft
Captain of thewNation, fince the Death of
Nafyr Ulla. Nay, they gave him the Prefe-
rence of the latter in the Comparifon they
made of them, faying, Nafyr-Ullahad been the
more fuccelsful Robber, but Af/Zraff the more
able and experienc’d General. He gave fignal
Proofs of it in the Battel of Giulnabat ; and
all the World allow'd, that the ViGory the
4 Agh-
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Aghvans obtaind was owing to his goog
Condu& and Valour.

The Majority of the Suffrages being in his
Favour, the principal Per{ons of the Nation,
and the chief Ofhcers of the Army, ran tu-
multuoufly to the Prifon, where they faluted
him King the 22d of Apre, 1725. From
thence he march’d to the Palace, where he
met with fome Refiftance from Maghmud's
Guards, who were Aghvans of the Province
of Hazaray, of the Perfian Se&t, and ftood
out for thcir Mafter. They fuftain’d the Aflanle
with all the Courage and Vigor that could
be cxpected from their Fidehty to Maghmud ;
but being only, as one may fay, an handful
of Men witlnn the Palace, whilg al! without
declard for Afzraff, they were forc'd to fub-
mit aftcr an Hout’s Difpate, and Afzraff bhe-
camc Mafter of the Throne upon which his
Countrymen were tager to place him.  Butas
he always had the Revenge of hus Father’s Death
at hecart, wi ofc Head Maghinud had cut off,
fo he would not be placed on the Throne till
that of /aghmud was brought im. He alfo
orderd all Maghmud's Guard, confifting of
soo Mcn of the Aghvans of Hazaray, to
be put to the Sword, and all his Minifters
and particular Confidents, who were mur-
derd the famc Day.

The Principal of all Maghmud's Minifters,
and he whom he moft truited, was 4lmas-
Kullar Aghafi, General of the Artillery, wha

fled,
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fled. Bat A4/zraff fent after him. The Mef-
fenger overtook him, and brought him back
to Ifpahan, where he was put to the Tor-
ture, to force him ro declare where his
Treafures were. He endard the firft
Torture with great Refolution; and to
avoid another, he flew himfelf, after ha-
ving flamn his Wife to prevent her being ex-
posd, as he fear'd the might have been.

The Death of this Minifter, who was in
general Eteem, and whom every body thought
worthy of a better Fortunc, was Caufe of
Gricf even to Afzraff himtelf, who faw im-
mediately that all the Odium of it would fall
upon him. He was indeed a Man of an un-
blameable Condu&, and whom no body had
complained of ever fince the Aghvans were
Mafters of Ifpahan. The Perfians them-
felves commended him, and the Ewurgpeans
and Chrifhians look’d on him as their Pro-
teGtor and Friend. No Perfon was {o much
trufted by Maghmud as he was: But he made
no other Ufe of the Favour he was in, than
to mollify him, eand as much as he could to
hinder his violent A&tions. “T'was very wrong
to torture him to find out his conceal’d Riches.
He never was at any Trouble to heap up
Treafure; and very far from extorting any
thing from any one, it wasa Law with him to
take Prefents from no body. He faid often,
he would be a charge to none; and that
without drawing on himfelf the Curfes lc:f

thc
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the Pcople by pillaging them, there was Trea-
fure enough in the King’s Finances, which
was entirely at his Difpofal, to anfwer the
Expence which his Rank requird. For that
Expence was very moderate: A little fatisfy a
him; and he hv'd after the Fortune of the
Aghvans, no otherwife than he had done
before it. He was as genérous as compaflio-
nate, of which he gave a remarkable Proof
on this Occafion. A Widow of Ifpaban be-
ing almoft dcad with Grief at fecing an Agh-
wvar Officer about to carry away her only Son
a Slave to Candakar, pretending the Mother
had fold him for fifty Sequins, Almas-Kullar
was extremely concerri'd at the poot Woman’s
Trouble; and tho’ he could not force the Of-
ficer to give back her Son, he baigain'd with
him for the Lad, giving him 150 3Sequins,
and the Choice of any Horfe in his Stables s
for which the Boy was deliver’d him, and he
reftor’d him to his Mother. An Example of
Generofity and Humanity that one could
bardly expe&t from a barbarous Nation, and
would have done Honour tc the beft Time of
antient Rome. Afzraff, who wanted only
this Man's Riches, which he thought was
great, becaufe.he had it in his Power to ac-
quirc Wealth, was the more troubied at his
Death, for that he was (cofible of his Merit,
and intended ro make uf: of him?

This Minifter’s Merir and Probity, did ho-
nour to Maeghmud's Choice and Confidence,

who
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who was himfelf of a very different Chara-
&er.  And as this modern Conqueror has
Jmade a very confiderable Figure in the Egf,
one cannot but have a little Curiofity about
wiat concerns his Perfon. I fhall therefore
give his PiGure as [ find it in my Memoirs.
He was middle-fiz’'d, and pretty fquat : his
Face broad, his Nofe flattith, his Eyes blue
and fquinting a little, hus Look fierce. His
Phyfiogmony had fomething rough and dif
agreable 1n it, difcovering a Cruelty in his
Nature. His Neck was fo monftroufly thort,
that his Head feem’d to grow to his Shoulders.
He had fcarce any Beard ; and what he had
was carotty. His FEyes were generally
down-caft, and he look’d alwaysas if he was
mufing. Every Morning he exercis’d him-
felf in wrefting half an Hour with fome of
the moft robuft of his Officers ; and fpent the
reft of the Day in orher Exercifes proper to
harden and ftrengthen his Body. Five Sheep
were brought -him daily with their Feet ty’d,
forjhim tocut them in two with his Sabre. He
was very dexterous at flinging a little Javeln,
call'd Gzrid in Perfia, and never fail'd of ftrik-
ing the Mark he aim'd at. He was fo nimble
in mounting his Horfe, that without a Stir-
rop, he would lay hold of the Horfe’s Mane
with his left Hand, and clapping his right on
his Back, would leap into the Saddle. He
flept very little, and never made ufe of Mat-
trefles in a Campaign. He went the Rounds
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himfelf, accompanied with fome of his moft
trufty Friends, to vifit the Centinels in the
Night ; not only in the Camp, but in Ifpa-
ban it felf. He was very (ober in his Diet’
and Drink, contenting himfclf with what he
found: and as an Effe& of his Sobriety, he
was {o exa&tly continent, that he never had
Commerce with any Woman but his Wife,
Schab- Huffein’s Daughter, by whom he had
a Son, whofe Eyes ‘us thought his Succefior
has put our, if he has mot taken his Life away.
He wasextremely {evere in military Difcipline :
more fear’d than belov’d by his Soldiers ; they
valu'd him for his Intrepidity in braving the
greatet Dangers, and cry’d him up as a Man
capable of the boldeft Enterprizes, and whofe
Boldnefs was generally fuccefsful.  But they
did not wifh him well, for thefe two Reafons :
The firft, becaufe he fometimes took away
the Booty from them : The fecond becaufe
he treated them with great Severity, even
fomctimes to Deaimation: They knew alfo
he had conceivid great Indignation againft
them, after his laft Defeat.at Feff 3 and had
dropt a Word, that he wifh’d they were then
as great Beggars as when they came to Ifpa-
ban. But what they prai’d hum for above all
things, was his inviolable Fideliry in Friendfhip
when he had once {worn it.  We have an In-
ftance of 1t in his Condult towards Aman-
Ulla, even in the Moment when he faw he
was betray’d by him; and 'tis certain, tnat

another
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another in his Place, would not have boggl’d
at ridding himfelf of a Man. of that Make,
cqually unfaithful and dangerous, who had
firft broken the moft effential Obligations of
Friendthip. Such was the Chara&tcr, and fuch
the Piture of this Conqueror of Perfia;
who at the Age of twenty-fix Years, (he be-
ing fcarce more when he dy’d,) had made him-
felf terrible to all the LZzf. Tho hc had
reign’d but two Years and a half, and dy'd
very young, one may fay he had run his
whole Career in the taking ©of Ifpaban ; he ha-
ving done nothing himfelf thar was confi-
derable afterwards, but mifcarry’d thamefully
in his two laft Expeditions. Thus he was
more qualificd to make Conquefts by the Bold-
nefs, or even the Temerity of his Projetts,
than to fecure them by wife and f{uitabie
Meafures. Quite contrary to this, his Suc.
cefior and Coufin Afzraff hadall the Phlezm
and Capacity neceflary to eltabitfly Domunton
in a Kingdom conquer’d to his Hands: bae
was too judicious, and too boundcd in his
Views, to undertake a Conqueft, or rik
himfelf and his Army.

Nothing demonfirates to us the Defizn
of Providence to deprive the Family of the
Sophs's of the Crown, better than the
Choice and Ufe 1t madeof the two Ufurpers
whom it plac’d on the Thronc one after the
other. Such a Man as Maghmud, determin’d
to run all Risks without confidering Confe-
quences, was the only proper Man to under-
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take a Siege whereby .he had certainly pe-
rifth’d, if of an infinite Number of Faults,
one ftill greater than the other, which the
Perfrans committed,but onc only had not been
made. Heaven pcrmxttcd Lim to fucceed, con-
trary to all appearance ; and when that Ufur-
per by his Fury, Rage, Tranfports, and Cru-
clty,” was no more fit to carry on his Work,
Providence took him from the World, and
put in his Place, a Man who had all neceflary
Qualityes and Talents” to perfc&t what the
othcr had begun: he was fharp, fubtle, intel-
ligent in his Intercfts,and knew perfeltly weil
what Value to fet upon them.

He was regular in lis Proccedings, and
gain’d his Ends by the moft cffetnal Means,
without leaving any thing to Hazard if he
could help it. He conceal'd all his Defigns
with an outfide of Modecration and Probuy,
to which the Pcople were often Dupes; and
by favour of which, the moft tyrannical A&s
of Violence, paft for Aéts of Juftice.

His Poliricks, which refembld thofe of 77-
berius, except that they were not fo dark and
fo cruel, raivd him to the Throne in a hke
Manner, .and with the fame Diflimulation
that Roman Emperor affeéted on the fame
Occafion. He excusd himfelf; he blamed
his Predeceflor Maghmud's Ambition; he
laid the Crown at Schab- Hyffe:n’s Feet, and
prefs’d hum to refume1t,as he only hada Right
to it. Dut the more he prefs'd Schah-Huf-
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féin, the more that Prince look’d on his In:
ftances as fo many Snarcs, and would not
therefore hearken to them ; declaring openly,
that He preferr’d the Quict he cnjoy’d, to all
the Ghirterings of a Diadem: that he look’d
on the Event which oblig’d him to abdicate
his Throne, as a Dccrec of Providence : that
from the very Moment of his Abdication,
he never had the leaft Temptation to re-
cover 1, and fhould think he afted contrary
to the Orders of Hcaven, if he did bur fo
much as liften to the Propofal. However,
he complain’d very movingly of Maghmud's
Cruclty towards the Princes his Children, and
all lus Family, and the littic Regard he had
had to his Perfon and Wants ; addm" that he
promisd himfelf from the Humamty of A~
zraff, that he fhould be better us'd, and that
he would make fuch Provifion for hin, as
might cnable him to pats the reft of his Days
in Pecace. He clos'd what he had to fay, with
offering him onc of lis Daughters, and in~
viting him to marry her.

Afzraff feemydaffe&cd withSchah- Huffein's
Difcourle and Complaints, and fufferd him-
felf to be pcrfmdcd to take the Steptre: and
his Behaviour to the abdicated King was fuch,
as madc the People curfe the Mcmory of his
Predeceflor, and gave thiem a far Idea of his
futurc Government. For after he had ex-
pxe(s'd his Senfe of Schab-Huffein’s AfliGtion
for the Murder of fo many Princes, and his

M2 Abhor-
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‘Abhorrence of that barbarous and bloody
Maflacre,he order’d the Bones of thofe flaugh-
ter'd Princes to be gatherd together, (for
Maghmud had left them unbury’d in the
Place where they were murderd,) and put
into Coffins, which were carry’d on Camels
taken out of the King’s Stables, to the City
of Kom, feven Days Journey from Ifpaban,
where the Perfuans had a Garifon, and were
ftill Maftets. He fent with this Convoy, rich
Tapiftrys, Golden Brocards, Tiffues and other
Decorations, for the Mofque where thefe
Corps were to be depofited ; with a thoufand
Tomans to be diftributed among the Santons
and Poor of the Place, to pray for the Soulsof
thofe Princes. When this mournful Convoy
came out of the Palace Gates to proceed to
Kom, the whole City ran to mcet it, and
receivid it with Funeral Lamentations and
Cries ; nor did they leave following it till it
was paft the Suburbs; having at leaft this
Comfort, that they had the Liberty to deplore
their Misfortunes and thofe of the Royal Fa-
mily. This Convoy arriv'’d at Kom without
any Accident, and was receiv’d there with new
Limentatidns,and greatHonour. There wasnone
but the Condu&or of this mournful Caravan,
who was a Georgzan, that {ufferd ; and he was
the Vi&tim of a barbarous Cufiom in Perfz :
for it being the Ufage in that Country to beat
thofe that bring bad News, they pull'd cut
this Georgian’s Eyes, but receivid the reft of
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the Officers very honourably. However, the
Corps of the murderd Princes were not bu-
ried till Orders came from Prince Thamas,
on whom that City ftill depended.

Thus did the new Sultan begin to reconcile
himfelf with the Perfians, and by an A& of
Humanity which coft him little. He did it
at the Expence of his Predeceffor’s Memory ;
to whom tho’ he was oblig’d for that Barbarity,
of which himfelf reap’d all the Benefit.

He did another thing in favour of Schah-
Huffein, that gain’d him the Hearts of the
Perfsans as much as the former: for he af-
fign’d him fifty Tomans, or a thoufand
Crownsa Week for his Privy Purfe; whereas
Maghmud allowd him no more monthly;
and to find fome’ agreeable Amufement, he
ordered that his Advice fhould be follow’d in
the royal Buildings Maghmud had begun to
eret within the Walls of the Palace. Af-
zraff continued the Work, and commanded
his Builders to take Dire&tions from Schah
Hu/ffein, whofe Time had almoft always been
employ’d in Building, which was his chiefeft
Delight ; and befides that, it was the beft A-
mufement he could have thought of for the
depos'd King. The Buildings were like to ba
the more perfe for it, fince no body under-
ftood that Art, or had a better Tafte in it,
than Schabh Huffein, who indeed hardly un-
dgrftaod any thing elfe.
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In fine« to anlwer his Defires in every
thing, he marry’d onc of his Danghters, as
he had prey'd him to do.  For this Marnage
he repudiated. his Wife, and by it he not on-
ly gave the old King the Sausfaction to fee
him his Son-in-law, but acquird a new Right
to thc Crown.

He thew’d himfclf as good a Politician in
his Condu&t towards the Conlpirators who
plac'd hum in the Throne. After having made
his Advantage of their Crime, he thought it
for his Safety to punifh an Infurre¢tion which
had been fo benciicial to him; and whicia
to leave unpunifh’d might be pernicious. He
had not been King cight Days, when he ar-
refted all thofe that had been concern’d in the
Confpiracy. Somc of them he put to Death 5
fomc he thut up in Prifon, and confifcated the
Eftates of all of them. DBy which Stroke of
Policy he got a double Advantage, in deliver-
ing himfelf from the moft turbulent and fe-
ditious Officers, and filling his Coffers with
their Treafures, which they had pillag’'d from
the Citizens of Ifpaban at the taking of thar Ci-
ty. Thefe Treafures were immenfe; for the
Confpirators were the principal Officers of the
‘Army, and thofe that got moft of the Pillage :
And it had becn agreed berween Maghmud
and them before they enter'd Ifpakban, that the
King's Treafures fhould be his, but that they
fhould have all the reft they could find in the
City. Befides, when Maghmud {lew 3000 l?f

the
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the chief Perfian Lords after the Rebellion at
Casbm, and Aman-Ulla's Defeat, he gave
their Goods and their Wealth to thofe very
Aghvan Officers, whom Afzraff now fripp'd
of all ; much to his Profit, as from all Jthis
will be cafily conceiv'd.

Farther, the prodigious Riches he got by
it may be calculated by what he made of the
Confifcation of Aman-Ulla’s Eftate only. This
Man, who was at firft,bat a Santon, or Dervis,
tho’ fome pretend he was Prince of Kabul, a
Province between Candabar and the Territo-
rics of the Great Mogul, grew immenfely
rich in the Reign of Maghmud, with whom
he clai’d an cqual Share of the Crown, as
has been fcen in the preceding Pages. And
tho’ the Ulurper did not relith the tharing the
Crown with him, he gave him full Liberty
i every thing elfe, fuffcrmg him to pillage
and plunder at pleafurc. He made him A-
themat-Dounlet, or Prime Minifter of the
Kingdom, after their laft Reconciliation ; and
the very Prefents he took upon his entring on
that Office amofinted to 9000 Tomans, or
s40000 Livres. From whence we may in-
fer, that his Treafures equalled thofe of the
greateft Kings. I fhall give but one Inftance
of his Greedinefs, by which guefs may be
made of his Avarice and Extortion in all his
Management. This Robber, amidft the moft
wnbridled Licenfe to take whatever he wouid,
did not difdain to practife the groflelt
Cheat to carich himfelf. The Direttors of
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the Engli/h Faltory fent him confiderable Pre-
fents at lus Entrance into Ifpahan to obtain
his Proteéion.  Among the reft was a Jewel
worth 700 Tomans, or 4z000 Livres. A4-
man-Ulla got a counterfeit Diamond, and
fent it back to the Fa&tory in the place of the
ctl.cr, faying, he had rather have the Value of
it in ready Money ; which they were obliged
to pay him. Tho' Maghmud comply’d with
him in all things, the dividing the Crown
excepted, and made hin otherwife as great
and as powecrful as he could ; yet he was one
of the moft vehement Confpirators againft
him in favour of A/zraff : In whom he found
a more cunning and fubtil Mafter than Magh-
mud was, Tho Afzraff made Advantage of
his Treafon, he was glad. to have a Colour
for punifhing him, and poflefling himfelf of
the Treafures he had fcrap’d together; as alfo
for getting rid of a Man, who having difpu-
ted the Crown with his Predeceffor, might
think perhaps he had more Right to it than
himfelf.

Sultan Afzraff got not much lefs by Mian-
gi's Confifcation. He had been Maghmud's
Governor 1 his Youth ; and all the Operati-
ons of the War had been dire&ted by his
Counfeis, He was an Indian of Kabul, and
pafs'd for a Magician. The Aghvans them-
felves attributed to his Sorcery all the
Succefs they had met with in their Enter-
prize. Masgbmud had fuch a Refpedt for
4um, that he never appear’d before him, but

with
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with-his Hands on his Breaft crofswife, as
Children of Quality always appear before
their Fathers in Perfia. He kifs'd his Hand
very fubmiflively, and would never fir till
Miangi bad him take a Seat near him, His
Authority was fo great, that what he order’d
was done without Contradiftion, cven tho'’
it was to the Prejudice of Maghmud's own
Orders, who never once oppos'd liis Opinion
or his Pleafure. He was look’d upon as a
Man of extraordinary’ Senfe and confummate
Prudence, and was at the Head of the Ulurper’s
Council, where his Advice was always predo-
minant. "Tis not faild he was one of the Con-
fpirators, nor is it hkely he was of the Num-
ber. His Riches were the fole Caufe of his
Ruin. The new King took all he had from
him, but promis’d to fend him to his own
Country with 3 Reward fuitable to his Ser-
vices.

Zeberdeft-Kan, who had fo fuccefsfully
fervd Maghmud in the War, was the only
Man of all thofe that had bcen arrefied for
the Confpiracy, who was fet at Liberty ; and
he owd it only to his good Condu&t at Chi-
ras, where he commanded. For Sultan A4/z-
raff, who had befides a good Opinion of his
Capacity inWar, and intended to take him into
his Service, gave him his Pardon on the many
Teftimonies that were produced of his good
Behaviour in his Government; to which hg
fént him back with Remittances for 20000
Tomans rais'd out of the Confifcations.

There



[ 170 ]

There were but two confiderable Officers
of the Aghvan Army, General Sendal, and
Machmez of. the Nation of the Bolvoza, whow
were not med,d ed with. All the rcﬂ were
involv’d m the cemmon Misfortune, which
the new King’s own Brother was not exempt-
ed freom. Hc was younger than Afzraff; a
hvely 5om Man, who fcemng his Brother on
the Thronc, wis ofraid he thould be ferv'd as
the Kings of Perfiz were wonr to ferve their
Brothers, and be fhut up in the Haram. He
did not come off {0 well; for having made
his Efcape, and beng taken and broughe
back to Afzraff, who_had {ent Meffengers af-
ter him, bhe cansd lis Eyes to be put out,
by placing a Plate of Gold burning hot up-
on them, and then he was conhn d mn the
Place he was fo much afraid of.  Maghmud's
Mother had alfo a Share of the Difgrace in-
to which his Fricnds fell.  Afzraff refenting
that the had refus’'d to interceed for him with
her Son when he was a Prifoner, orderd her
to be fhut up 4 whole Night 1n the Court,
where lay the rotting Carcafles of the Princes
of the Blood, whofc Throats her Son had
cut; but the next Day he alrei’d his mind,
and treated her with Diftin&ion and Favour,
promifing to fend her home to Candabar with
confiderable Riches, and in the mean time
making Provifion for her Entertainment ac-
cording to her Rank.

The Imprifonment of the Confpirators, the
moft powerful Men among the Aghvans, the

Con-
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Confifcation of their Eftates, and above all,
the Dearh of moft of them, had delivered him
from tholc of that Nation who could have
given him any Umbrage; and lus Humanity
with refpe&t to the Corps of the Princes of
the Blood, whom he caus’d to be buried in
the Scpulchre of the Perfian Kings, from
whom they defcended, had made very advan-
tagious Impreflions of him on the Minds of
the People ; who befides, were not capable of
undertaking any thing againft him: neither
was there any Fear ot them 1n cafc of a Re-
volt, unlefs they had a Chief to head them,
which.muft have been onc of the Nobility ;
his Predccefior’s murdering 300 Perfian Lords
at a timc, made him pretry fafe on that Scorc ;
but there were flill twenty-five lefr, whom
Maghmud had fpard ; whom happily for him,
Afsraff found 3 Pretence to' rid himfelf of;;
which will be explaurd 1n giving a Relation
of his artful Condu& with refpect to Prince
Thamas, who was very ncar falling into the
Snare he had laid for him.’

We mutt firlt -fuppofc that during Magh-
muds Sicknefs, which lafted two Montbhs,
Afzraff, imprifon'd as he was, *held Intelli-
gence with Prince Thamas, by Means of thofe
twenty-five Perfian Lords whom Maghmud
had not put to Decath with the reft. He and
they wrote the Prince a Letter, inviting him
tp I/paban, and promifing him to declare for
him. He aflured him, that hefhould no fooner

appear
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appeat with his Troops, than his Friends would
takc him out of Prifon, and he and they
would joyn him with a great Part of the 4gh-,
wan Army. All he demanded for himfelf
and them, 1n recompence of fo important a
Scrvice, was the Prefervation of their Lives
and their Eftates, which he muft article for
in the beft Form, and with the fureft Guaran-
ty that could be. A Treaty was concluded
on this Foot, before Maghmud's Death, while
Afzraff was ftill a Priioner. He had receiv’d
a Wriung from Prince Thamas, wherein he
engag’'d himfelf in the firongeft Terms,
calling down upon himfelf the moft horrible
Curfes, if he did not punttually and inviola-
bly perform all and every of the Conditions
ftipulated in that Treaty.

Things {tood thus, when by a moft fudden
and unhop'd for Revolution, AfZraff was
taken from the Prifon, and plac’d on the
Throne. This unforefeen Change of Fortune,
made him foon change Sentiments with re-
{pe& to Prince Thamas, but not his Manner
of Condué&. Tho’ the Engagements he had en-
ter'd into with that Prince to drive Magh-
mud from Ifpaban, could not fubfift after the
Ufurper’s Death, yet he flill affe@ted great
Frendthip for Prince Thamas, and to be al-
ways ready to treat of Peace with him. He
began with fending Exprefies to all the Cities
which own’d Princc Themas as their Sove-

reign, to let them know, that his Troops
fhould
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fhould not give them any Difturbancey till it
was determin’d who fhould be Mafter. He at
¢he fame time, fent Ambaffadors to the Prince
with a Prefent of ten finc Horfes in Royal
Harneffes, and a Propofal of an Interview and
a Conference with him, at a Place between
the City of Kom and that of Tebran, to re-
gulate their Interefts, and by proper Meafures

taken in concert, to hinder the Deftruétion of
fo great a Monarchy.

Before this Embafly reach’d Prince Thamas,
or he knew of Maghmud's Death, and the
Choice of his Succeflor, he had 2 new Ad-
vantage over General Seidal, who coming
upon him with an Army ftronger than before,
was beaten, and more fhamefully routed than
in the former Overthrow ; but he had an
_Opportunity by his Defeat to do the new Sul-
tan a greater Piece of Service, than a Viltory
would have done him.

As foon as Afzraff was feated on the
Throne, the twenty-five Perfian Lords,
by whoife Canal, during his Imprifon-
ment, he carry’d-on his Treaty with Prince
Thamas, fent that Prince Information of the
Revolution which had happen’d at Ifpa-
ban. They told him in general, that the
Face of Things was alter'd, and he muft not
depend on the Stipulations he had made with
Afzraff, but muft think of other Meafures.

. Thofe that carried thefe Letters were upon
the Road, when the Battel was fought be-
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tween Ptince Thamas and Seidal, and very

unhappily for themfelves and the Lords who

fent them, they fell into the Hands of thatv
Gencral, who intercepted them as he was re-

treating to the Capital after his Defeat. He

fciz’d the Bearers and the Packets, and fent

them to the new Sultan.

Tho’ there was nothing very criminal in theln-
formation thofe®Perfran Lords had given Prince
Thamas; nor any Treachery in their inform-
ing that Prince of the Change that happen’d
at Ifpaban, fince Afzraff had himfclf em-
ploy’d them to mediate between him and
Prince Thamas: yet the new Sultan made
that a Colour to cut off thole five and twenty
Lords, after which there would be nonc of
the Perfian Nobility left to advife the Prince
what Meafuresto take againft him. So that
he took hold of this Occalion, the Infor-
mation they gave Prince Thamas, which he
made High Treafon, to ferve them as Magh-
mud had fervid the 300: and inviting them
to his Pleafure-Houfc at Farabat, as if to
hunt with hum, he caus'd them every one to
be murder’d. And as this Murder could not
bur raife Dffidence in the Mind of the Prince
whom he defign’d only to amufe with an Em-
bafly to furprife him, he immediately took the
Ficeld with an Army of 20000 Men, the moft he
could get ready in hafte and march’d to thePlace
where the Interview was appointed to be.
The Prince decoy’d by that Embafly, and th;
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kfnd Offers of the new Sultan, miftrufted no-
thing, buradvanced f(ccurcly towards the Place
of Conference,and having much lefs Number of
Trpops with him than the Sultan, he had
doubtlefs been furprifed by him, if the Near-
ncis of Danger had not made him bethink
himfelf of Prccautions. He thought it was
not prudent to trult to an Encmy’s Word
without examining Places and Difpofition of
things beforchand. To that Purpofe he de-
tach’d onc of his Licuténants, A4 flan-Kan, to
getIntelhgence 5 and the lateer finding Afzraff
was approaching with an Army, inftcad of a
{maliBody of Troops as an E(cort,and that with-
out ftopping at the Place of Rendezvous, he
continu’'d his March towards the Prince; he
fent his Mafter notice of 1t, that he nughe
ftand upon his Guard.

Prince Thamas, who had lately got two
Vi&ories over the Aghvans commanded by
General Sezdal, had fuch Confidence in his
Troops, and in his good Fortune, that tho’
he was much weaker than 4f>rzff in Num-
bers, he was rcfalvd to attack Lim; and
would have done it, if Jcaleufy, which had
fown Divifion in Lis little Army, had not
fpoil'd hic Defign. They confifted of Forces
of two Nauons, Kagrats ani Kitzibafz, or
as Tavernier calls them, Kefelbachs or Red-
Heads, fo term’d from tne Red Caps they
worc tormeiiy. The Kagiats were more 1n
Nuamber ; and takiug Advantage of the Princc’s

2 Want
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Want of them, they told him they weté
ready to {pend their laft Drop of Blood in his
Scrvice, and would anfwer for the Victory ;
but in Recompence, they demanded that to
honour thelr Miliia he would promife to
chufe for the future the Athamat--Doulet, or
Prime Minufter, out of it. This the Kizzz-
baf% opposd, and the two Bodies divided up-
on it. The Prince’s Authority, which they
obey’d but juft as much as they pleas'd, was
too weak to reconcile them, and Thamas was
oblig’d to give back,. inftead of attacking the
Enemy. He retird into the Province of Ma-
fandran, near the Cafpian Sca, and the Aph-
wans affaulted the Cities of Kom, Sava and
Tebran. They took the two former, but were
repuls'd by the latter with very great Lofs. One
can’t tell where the Author of the Relation in-
ferted in the Second Volume, for December,
1726, learn’d that Prince Thamas retir'd at firft
to this City,whence, according to him, he made
his Efcape in the Night; and that Afzreff
afterwards forc’d and fack’d the Town, out
of Spite at hus miffing Priace Thamas there.
It is falfe that Prince Thamas retird thither 3
and A/zraf was (o far from taking the Town,
that he was beaten off, and compell’d to raife
the Siege, with the Lofs of a great many Men.
After the Prince had fecur’d himfelf in Ma.
Jandran, he was no more talk'd of. The
Difcord and Diffentions that grew among the
few Troops hc had, deprivid him of all Mcans

of
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Sf making head againft the Zurks and Muf-
covites, who each broke 1n on a Part of the
Kingdom ; much lefs aganft the Apbvans,
who were Mafters of the Capiral, and moft
of the inland Provinccs.

The Mufeovites did not puth ther Con-
quefts much beyond the Borders of the Caf-
p?an Sea ; but the Turks carry’d theurs farther
within Land. If they wcre defeated by Prince
Thamas before Taurss in 1724, they had their
Revenge at Amadan,’ the moft confiderable
City in Derfia, equal in Bignefs and Strength
to Bagdat, or Babylon; for the Batha of the
latrer City poflefs'd himlelf of Amadan, afier
having cut to pieces the Rehef Prince Tha-
mas {ent 1t, as has been faid in 1ts place. But
all thefe Exploits wcre only a Prelude to
what tHey were to do 1n the following Year
1725. They then enter'd Perfia three feve-
ral ways with three Armies. One fcll upon
Georgra, where they found uo Refiltance;
this Province having been ruin’d, ficlt by the
Civil Wars between Prince Zhamas and Vach-
tanga Prince of Georgza; then by the Lef-
grans, who feiz’d Tefles the Capural, and de-
ttroy’d 1t, and all that was 1 1r. with Fire
and Sword. The Cuy of Geugea, Capual
of a Principality of the fame Name, famous for
the Silk Trade, and one of the faireft and
richet Cities in Perfia, held our bur two
Days, and f{urrender’d to the Turks by Capi-
tulation.

VYourL. IL N The
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The Army that enter’'d Perfiz on the Side
of Erivan took that Place by Storm at the
firft Arrack ; and there wers 30000 Armen:-
ans, who could not get into the City, put
to the Sword, whatever the Twurk:/b Officers
could do to prevent it. But the Fanzfarzes
remembring their Lofs before Tauris laft
Year, where the Armenians (pard nonc, were
{o cnrag’d againft them, that there was no fa-
ving them out of their Hands.  The Citadel
fuftain’d a Stege of two Months, at the End
of which it was furrender’d by the Interpofi-
tion of the Armenran Pawiaich.  Befides the
30000 Armenzans who were kill'd at the ta-
king of the City, thete was a great Number
carry’d into Captivity, driven along like lo
many Herds of Cattle.  Their Number di-
minifh’d fo during thefe Wars, that at rthe End
of 1725, there were not half fo many in
Perfia, asbefore the coming of the Aghvans.
The only Armenzans that conunued 1o make
Refiftance, were thofe that rectircd to the
Mountains of Kapan. None had contribu-
ted more than they to ehe Defear of the
Turks before Taurzs. They drove them away
a fccond time; but being abandon'd by Prince
Thamas, they madc peace with the Zurks,
who granted them what Conditions they
would have. "Twas agreed, thar upon Pay-
ment of a certain Tribute they fhould have
no Garifon, but only a fmall Number of
Turk:fb Officers to command there in the

i Grand
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Grand Signior's room. The Turks being ve-
ry well pleas’d that they fhould render them-
felves 1rreconcileable to the Perfrans their
old Mafters, permitted them to make Inroads
into ‘Perfta, and plunder therr Towns and
Villages. They made ufe of this Permiflion,
like Men who had not forgot the Infults and
Injurtes they had fuffer’d trom the Perfians
for moic than a huudred Years paft. They
now pillag’d them anetherr turn, 2nd in dif-
ferent Pirces took fiom them confiderable
Boory.

Tunrzs, hererotore the Capital of Perfia,
and the gcreateft Cury of the Kingdom next
to Ifpahan, tell 1nro the Hands or he Turks
in the Year 1725, 'nd was almoft as toon ra-
ken as bilieeed  Ofmai: Bafba, who com-
manded v this Swge, aad caus’d the Chri-
ftians ta Le toid, that they thould rerre wun
their Effects wuro the Charches, afluning themn
they fhould come to no Damage. He even
publifh’d an Order 1n his Camp, that no
Churches fhowid be_pillag’d, tho’ rhe Town
was taken by Storm. Bur this Batha bemng
onc of the firft who was kill’d in ghe Affauir,
his Order did not takc place ; and the Taurks,
as much to revenge the Death ot their Gene-
ral, as out of Refentment for their Lofs be-
fore the City the Year preteding, put all to
the Sword without Diftinétion.  The $laugh-
terelafted five Days, and above 200000 Mcen

were flau,
N 2 In
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in the mean time, Achmet Bafba, who
made himfelf Matter of Amadan 1n 1724,
made an Irruption on the Side of 1fpaban in
the Year 1725. He left a firong Garifon in
Amadan, and advanced with his Army as far
as Hurmavat, within threc Days Journey of
Ifpahan. This Country is occupy’d by the
Bachtylarians, who lhive there under Tents.
They pretend to have authentick Tiutles, by
which they prove that their Anceftors were
converted to the Chnitian Faith undgr Con-

antine the Great. If the Lorzans theur
Neighbours would have ated in concert with
them at the Arrival of the Aghvans, thele
two Nations would have been ftrong cnough
to have repuls'd them, and delivered the Ca-
pital.  But an anticnt Antipathy between
them hinder’d them from jomine 5 and they
were not potent enough cach by itfelf to
make head againft the Rebels.

At the Approach of Achmet Bafba's At-
my, the Bachtylarians rcurd to the Moun-
tains with their Families and their Flocks,
which arc all their Wealia, and as they knew
all the Dcfiles in the Country, they watched
their timesto fall upon the Turks, They in-
commoded them fo much, and kept them in
fuch continual Excrcife by thicir unexpe&ed
Attacks, that Achmet Bafba was obliged to
march back in Oéfaber 17255 the rather, for
that he was recailed by the Irruption of the
Arabians, who wafted the Country about

Baby-
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Babylom with more Fury than ever.  Achmet
loft abundance of Men in this Expedition,
and with no other Truit of it, than having
ftruck Terror into the Cantons where he pafs'd.
This was one of the Sieges of Ifpaban,
which the European Gazettes fay the Turks
made, without the leaft Foundation ; for they
came not within! two Days Journey of the
City. The famc \Gazettes are as much out
in what they fay of+the Advantages which
the (A Aclmet Bafba obrain'd over Ali-
merdan-Kan the Perflan General, who beat
him feveral times, and oncc made himfelf
Mafter of his Baggage. This General had
with him two of his Daughters who follow’d
him in Mens Cloaths, and "us faid fought by
his Side at the Darttel of Giulnabar. He
took them with him in his Incurfions towards
Balfora. He ruind all that Coaft which be-
longs to the Turks, and ictuined 1n Triumph
with a great Booty. Thete was no Perfran
Captain fo formudable to the Taurks. They
look’d upon him as_the Thundcrbolt of War,
and never durft ftand before him.  The
Perfians, whofe Achilles he was, grounded all
their Hopes upon him, and no body was more
proper than he to fupport and perhaps re-cfta-
blith Prince Thamas's Affairs.  But that Va-
lour which fhould have the more endear'd him
to the Prince, render’d him the more fufpeéted
by him; infomuch, that he tamper'd with

oncof his Brothers to betray and deftroy him.
N 3 Thus
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Thus was Alimerden-Kan obligd to leave
him, fpite of his own Inclinations, and pro-
vide for > own Saicty.

Whu thefe things paft in the /#effern Pro-
vinces ot Perfia, Prince Thamas, who had
retir’d to the Province of Mafandran, un-
derftood that the City of ol fZar, on the
Confines of Great Tartaryiwas befiegd: ’us
fpoken of already 1 this cifiory : 1t fuffices
to fay here, that Mefzat 1s to the Perfans,
what Mecca 1s to the Turks. Prince. Thamas
who was 1n no Condition to go by himfclf
to the Relief of this City, applied 1o a ncigh-
bouring Prince, Vaflal to the Kingdom of
Perfia, 1o whom he {cut nich Pritents, to en-
gage him in the Enteaprize.  Melik-Mag-
moud, {fo was that Prince nam’d, recaivd the
Prefents, march'd to the Rchef of Mefzat,
and rais'd the Siege : but inftcad of rcftonng
it to Punce Thamas after he had deliverd i,
he feiz'd it to hisown Ulfe, and joyn'd 1t to his
Terntories, There are feveral other Iittle
Princes on the Coaft of the Perfran Gulph,
Vaflals to the Crown ¢/*F erftz, but more in
Name than Effe&t, cach of them being tooweak
to render himfcif abiolutely independant. They
had not thrown off the Yoke, but they wcre
not at all helpful to Prince 7hamas, whom
they aflifted neither with Men nor Money,
*Tis impofliblc but they muft follow the Tate
of the reft of the Kingdom, and become an
Acceflion of Vidory to the Aghvans. Hap-

124
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py if the latter do not reduce them to a De-
pendance more troublctome than was that
with which the Kings of the Racc of Sophy
were contented.

The Lefgians, a barbarous Nation whom
we have otten {ppken of, and who dwellun-
der Mount Cawmupfis, between Georgia and
the Cafpian Sca, were too much accoftom’d
to pillage ‘Perfia 13 the moft peaceable Times,
to be 1dle Spcctatcrs, now every thing
was wuilorder 5 fo that they broke 1n up-
on the neighbouring Provinces, which they
plunder'd and wafled. After they had ravag'd
Georgza with the utmoft Inhumanury, they
left 1t on the Approach of the Turks, to do
the famc by the Province of Szyrwan, in
their Neighbourhood, between the Cafpran
Sca and Erivan. They made themiclves Ma-
ficrs of Szamaks, the nchcdt City in Perfia,
and rhe firongelt of the Piovince.  They al-
fo fe1z’d feveral leflir Cines ; burt the Mufeo-
wvites comimg upon them foon after, they
abandon’d all of them, and cxrended thar
Conquelts along ire0alt of the Cafpran Sea,
as far as the Provincc of Glzlan, v-hich bounds
that Coaft, turning from /2% to South, and
which they entirely fubaw’d  Thus there re-
main’d oniv to Prince Thamas, the Province
of AMafandran, South of the Cafpran Sca,
and tome Cantons in tue other Provinces ;
gnd even there, they obey him no more than
they pleafe, and rather out of Compailion to

N 4 his
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his Misfortunes, than from any other Mo-T
uve.

The Affairs of Perfia being in this Situa-
tion, Afzraff, who had mifs'd his Blow, as
to furprizing Prince Thamas, was no {ooner
return’d to [fpahan from that Expedition, than
he thought of taking effe€ nal Meafures to
cltablith himfelf in the Kingdom. He was
not afraid of Prince Thanus’s hurting him,
but he faw a more dangerouas Enemy to make
head aganft, and that was the Grand-Synior.
He was {enfible that if the War lafted two or
three Years longer, even tho” he thould have
the better of the Turks, he would find him-
telf drain’d of Men, and forc’'d to fuccumb in
the mdft of Vi&torics. He had no Hopes of
Recruits from Candabar Side, where Magh-
mud's Elder Brother was Mafter, and more
difpos’d to difpute the Crown with him, as
Hetr to his Brother,than to help to maintain him
in his Ufurpation. Bcefides, tho’ his Domini-
on extended over a great Part of Perfia, he
was not abfolutc Mafter of all the Ground
he had gotten. There mere many fortified
Towns, not only 1n the Provinces, but even
about [/pahan, which he had not yet reduc’d.
He thought 1t was of more Importance to
him enurely to fubdue the Provinces of
which he was Mafter, than to difpute the reft
with the Zurks. He could not regulate Mat-
ters at home, aslong as he had the Oztomang
upon his Hands: whercfore he refolved to

treat
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treat with them on the beft Conditions he
could; and to that Effe&, he fent an Ambaf-
fador to the Porte about the End of the
Year 1725.

The Perfon he made choice of for this
Embafly, was an\Zghvan, who from a Mulc-
driver, was advagcd to be a Colonel. But
becaufe a Man {of that Stamp was not
very proper to mg{_mgc a Negotiation, he
gave him only the Tigle of Ambaflador, and
joyn’d axith him Manucl-Chersman, Head of
the Family of that Name, the moft noble and
confiderable of all the Armenian Families ac
Zulfa, to a&t and negquate according to his
Intentions, with the Grand Signior’s Mini-
fers.

In the mean time, the War flill continnd
between the Turks and Aghvans, bur without
gaining an Inch of Ground one of the other;
which at laft determin’d the Twurks to make
Peace with Afzraff. 1 hall touch very hightly
upon the Operations of the War in the two
laft Years: my Memoirs, which go no farther
than the Year 172 5, rarkimg no Notice of them.
As to Gazettes and News-Papers, therd's no
depending on them: they are eitfier dry and
barren, or fictitious and falfe. 1 fhall make
no further Mention of Military Events, than
as they have Relation to the Treaty which
put an End to it, and as thole Events did
fagilitatc or rerard 1,

At
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At the End of the Year 1725, Perfiz was
divided between four Pewers. Afzraff pol-
feis'd the greateft Part of tiie Inward Provin-
ces. The Turks were Maflters of ncar 150
Lcagucs in Length, from the City of Aman.
dan, which 1s towards the 27th Degreec North
Lattude, to the North of areorgra inthe 43d
Decgree of the fame Latitede.  The Mufca-
wites were Mafters of allsthe Weftern Coaft
of the Cafpzan Sea, and of the Province of
Ghilan, which bounds 1t, turning to_the South ;
that 15, from 37 Degrees of North Lattude,
to 453 being 100 Leagues of Country in
Length : but thair Conquefts are very narrow
towards the Coaft of the Cafpren Sca, and
do no wherc extend much in Breadth, being
fcarce a Quarter as confiderable as tholc of
thc Turks. The Prince who has moft Righe
to all thefe conquer’d Provinces, thar 1s,Prince
Thamas, has the lcaft Share ot them : for
hc has nothing but the Province of Mafan-
dran, to the South of the Cafpzan Sea, where
his Authoity is not much reverencd. The
other Three pillage ite=#rrd are all willing to
trcat with him to preferve their Conquefts.
Tis tiue, & to Afzraff’s Accommodation it
is out of the Queftion: for fince the Con-
fcrence that was proposd, and his Intention
to furpnize Prince 7hamas at it, thereis no
Likclihood that the Prince will give Ear 'to
any fuch Proposition on his Part; and the
Ufurper himfelf does not think of it. Bue

as
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as to the Turks and Mufcovites, it is not their
leult that the Prince docs not put his Fortune
their Hands.

TheAl:fcovites, who made their Conquefts
rather like cunamg Mcn than greedy Men,
thoughtof nmhué; but of keeping theirs. They
fcar d no body buldfzraff or the Grand-Seig-
nzor. 1f they had Been Mafters of the Forrunes
ot Prince Thamas,-his would have made them
entircly cafy on rhe)ﬁdgof Afzraff,who out of
Apprekenfian of their aflifing him with Forces
to fupport his Title, would have given them no
Diftuibance in their Conquefts.  But without
that Advantage, 1t was not diflicalt for them to
keep what they had got, fince a middling
Army in the Province of Ghilan, wowd cover
them on the Sitdc of Perfia. They were morc
cxpos'd on the Side of Georgza, trom whence
the Turks might atrack them : and ‘us on this
Account, that they have been labouring thefc
two laft Years to obtain Commuflioncrs to fix
the Bounds of both Empires, with rclation to
their new Conquefts, purfuant to a Treaty
concluded betweeh draCzar and the Grand-
Signor.

As to the Twurks, who after the taking of
1fpahan, and the Dethronement of Schah- Huf-
fem, had n their Hearts devoured all Perjia,
they were not very forward to perform thatPart
of the Treary. Not content with being Ma-
figrs of the vaft Country they had already con-
querd, they aim'd Gtill to pofiefs themfelves

of
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of what the Aghvans and Mufcovites had got
They were doubtlefs the moft powerful of ;lj
the Competitors, and therefore fuppofedthat
whateverTurn Affairs took (thcckonmv muft
be made up with them, ani their Conqucﬁs
wou’d be confirm’d to the;n whenever they
thought fit to make a Peace.. This is the Reafon
why they were fo difficult Jn appointing Com-
miffionersto fix the Bound; 'of thofe Conquetfts,
and to conclude a Treaty with the Ag/ofuam
which was two Ycars in negot’xar‘n‘g before
they came to aConclufion. All that time they
were treating with Prince Thamas, whom
they often pr01msd te reftore to the Throne
of Perfiz ; and probably they might intend it,
becaufe ‘twas for their Intereft : For that Prince
would not only have given up tothem that Part
of the Kingdom, which they had poffeis'd them-
felves of, for his Reftoranion, but they would
have kept him 1n fo great a Dependance upon
them, that under the Title of King, he thould
have had no more Power in Perfia, than a
Batha of Babylon.

Sultan Afzraff favf what both the Turks
and Muftoystes aim’'d at 5 and being convinc'd
that while he was at War with fuch poweriul
Enemies, he fhould never be able to fettle his
new Domunion on a folild Foundation, he
bent all his Views to a Peace with the Twurks, as
the Enemy he was moft afraid of, and to whom
he offer’d to facrifice all the Country they hud
conquerd in Perfiz ; Prince Thamas himfelf

having
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aving made the fame Offers, if he was re-efta-
lith'd by their Means.

Notwithftanding that the proud Mu/fulmans
gave fclves very haughty Aurs, during the
whole Courfe of] the Negoriations between
Afzraff and then}, yet he bore them all, and
continu'd the Trcaty He perceivid they
raisd fo many Diificulties, in Hopes of fome
great Event, which would make them entire
Maﬁcrs of Pecace or;War on their own Terms ;
wherefore hc ft on the defenfive, and
would nofTun the Risk of a general and de-
cifive A&ion, except he could take them at
a certain Advantage. By this wife Manage-
ment, he gain’d his Ents of them at laft, and
oblig’d them to fign the Peace he had demand-
cd of them two Years before.

His Ambaffador arrivd at Conflantinople
the 18th of 7ammr], 1726. He had been
expelted fome Time ; and on a Rumour of
his coming, the Mufcovste Envoy made In-
ftances with the Grand-Vizzer, that he thould
not be admirtted to Audience. The Pretence
for his oppofing it, was, that the Minifters of
the Chicf of the Perfian Rebels could make
no Propofitions to the Porte, but what muft
be prejudicial to Muftovy; and therefore
could not have Audience without ftriking at
the Treaties concluded between the late Czar
and the Grand-Siynror. But the Grand-V:-
mier anfwer’d, That accordirig to the Laws of
e Ortoman Empire, he could not avoid
hearing
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hearing all Muffulmen who had Affairs with
the Grand-Signior his Malter; and all thg/
Mufeovite Munifter could obtain, was the Cem-
munication of what was treated of With A/-
zraff’'s Envoy, who was fajourably reccivd ;
and as fooh as he arriv'd, Cotnmuflioners were
appointed to enter upon a Negotiarton on the
Propofitions he had to make.

But all thefe favourable D.fpofitions vanifh’d
at the firt Audience the Grand Vizier gave
Afzraff's Mimfter; who havirg=given his
Mafter the Title of the Grand Sophi, the
Vizier would not treat on thar Foor, and up-
on an Equality with a Hcad of Rebels: and in-
deed it fo fhocl’d him, that he would hear him
no more, but difmifs’d him™without Confc-
rence, affembl’d the Drvanm, declard Sultan
Afzraff an Enemy to the Grand Signior,
and order’d his Ambaflador to depart Con-
Santinople. 1here had not till then, been
open War betwcen the Turks and Aghvans ;
but now the former began to think of carry-
ing it on aganft the latter with Vigour, and
propos'd nothing lefs than to befiege Afzraff
in Ifpahan.

The Ottoman Army confifting of 70000
Men, they took the Field early, and ha-
ving furprifed Casbin, which the Aghvans
then poflefs'd, they marched to Ifpaban.
Afzraff beng informed of their coming, fo
wafted all the Country between the Capital
and Casbin, that the Ottomans found not

where-
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herewithal to fubfitt, *and were forced to
ake By-Roads, wherc the Country was not

ed fo much. {While they were on this
Marcit-she Inhabitants of Casbin, excited by
Afzraﬁ“s Emlﬁ”arrs, rofe upon the Taurk:fb
Ganfon, and drove them out of the Cuty,
which was again garifon'd by Aghvans. The
Turks, \xho were pofted in rhc Neighbour-
hood of Ifpakan, were attack'd by Af’raﬁ”s
Troops, and worfiel. . That Ufurper had o
well provided e Defence of his Caputal,
that the Ottomans thought 1t would be in
vain to beficge it.  There were 25000 Agh-
wvans, regular Troops, within the City, and a
grcat Body without, who continually har-
rafs’d the ZTurks, and had the better of them
in all Engagements. Thefe Difgraces, and
the Improbabxhty of their bcm" able to fub-
fit Jong Lefore the Placef after the Country
abour it was left fo defolate, made them re-
tire into Georgra much diminifh'd in Number,
And thus ended the Campaign of 1726, 1n
which Sultan Afzraff by his good Conduk
acquird both Advantagaand Honour.

The Turks finding by this, that things
would not take fuch a happy® Turn for
them as they expeéted, renew’d their Negoti-
ations with Prince Thamas. "Twas reported
then thar he inclin’d to accede to the Treaty
concluded between the late Czar and the
Grand Signtor for preferving their Conqucfts

Perfia ; which e confented to abandon to

them,
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them, ona condition that they joined togethel
to rc-eitablith him on th\ Throne, accord-
ing to a Refolution taken il the Turkifb D.!
van the 7th of Fuly the fame Year, . :526.
Which Refolution was however more eafi ly
taken in the Divan, than c}ccutcd in Temﬁa,
where the Zurks were much more bafied
by Afzraff in the Campaign of 1727. They
were beaten fitft by aBody of Aghvans, who
attack’d themin their Qlarrcrs of Refrethment.
This Defeat was fo entire, ]’J\at the Fansfarses
and Tartars intimidated by certain Prophccxcs
which Afzrajf {pread among them by his E-
miflaries, furrender'd themfelves Prifoners of
War. The fecond time they were beaten,
was near the City of Amadan, where 4fzraff
in Perfon dcfeated a Dody of 16000 Men,
who were coming to the Relief of Marfazm,
which he was ab(gut to befiege. Nay, tis
faid that purfuing the Turks to the Gates of
Amadan, he enter’d it with them, and took
the Cuy.

Befides that Afzraff was a great Captain,
one thing gave him_a particular Advantage
over the Zurks, which was his pretending
that he only defended himfelf againft Men
whom he alway, regarded as his Brethren, be-
ing not only of the fame Religion, butalfo
of the fame Seét of the Sumnis. He protefied
when he was in the Heat of Battel, that it
was Death to him to be forced to draw his
Sword againlt them, and almoft ask’d thém

pardon
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drdon for killing th¥m ; which he was necef
fitated to do for thef Prefervation of his own
and his Friends Liv¢s.

Allthefe Misforunes, and the Lofs of a
great Convoy the T%rks were fending to Per-
fia by the Black Sea which was caft away,
together with the Mutiny of Part of the Ar-
my for want of Pay and Provifions, obliged
the Porte at laft to think ferioufly of Peace.
They had loft near 150000 Mcn of their beft
Troops. The ‘_erami Signior’s Treafure was
exhaufted, and the Fews, who were not re-
imburs'd their Loans, refusd to lend any
more. Nothing is fo burthenfome cven to
the greate® Princes as new Conquefts, where
the Ofhicers and Soldjers are the Gainers, while
the Princes are at alNthe Expence, without
having the lcaft clear Proﬁ% All thefe Con-
fideratiogs determin’d the @#foman Court to
put an end to a War, in which for two Years
they had been the Lofers. Accordingly chey
difpatch’d Berthullah Effendr, a Man of great
Capacity, to conclude a Treary of Peace with
Afzraff; which was not difhicult to accom-
phith as foon as theTwrks fuere in carneft 5 Sul-
tan Afzraff having alwayq offid to yield
up to them all they had c&aq-u.gr'd in Per-
Jra before they declard War with hum,

It was only requir'd of him, that as a Sal-
vo to the Grand Signior’s Honour, he would
write him a Letter, wherein he fhould proteft
henever took Arms againft the Tarés but in

Vour. IL o his



[ 194}

his own Defence, and tha{ he demanded Peack.
Afzraff made no Scruple of this; and the
Drvan of Conflantinople,contented with the
Compliment, gave Orderg for concludifig thé
Peace; which was agreedwupon and fign'd by
Sultan Afzraff and the Scrafquier who com.
manded the Zurkz(h Army in Perfia, about
the End of September, 1727 : and the News
of it arnwving at Conftantinople the 18th of
November following, was the fame Day pro-
claim’d at the Gate of 'thé Hall_of the Divan,
and in the principal Places of the City. The
moft confiderable Articles of the Treaty,
were,

I. That Sultan Afzraff fhould remain in
pofleflion of the Throne of Perfia, un-
der what Title he thought fit.

II. That the Grand-Signior thould not aflift
the Enemies of the new Sovereign.

HI. That he thould recognize as legitimate,
and lawfully cgntradted, Afzraff's Mar-
riage with the King of Perfia’s Daugh-
ter ;and thae the elde@t Son by that Mar-
riage f7ould enjoy all the Prerogatives
of the cldeft Son of a Sovereign.

1V. That the Conquefts which the Grand-
Signror had made in Perfia, comprehend-

\rng
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ing Tauris and Amadan, thould renmin
to him.

V. That Sultan yf/zraff thould reftore to
the Commandersof the Ottaman Troops,
all the Arullery and military Stores he
had taken from them at feveral Times.

VI. That he fhall confent that the Turks
recover Pofleflion of the Terntory of
Hounvets, whyzh an Arabian Prince had
feiz’'d 5 ana thall joyn, if Need be, his
Troops with thofe of his Highnefs, to
drive out the Ufurper.

VII. That the Grand-Signior {hall grant
a full Pardon to Sultan-Dely, who with
the Tartars his Vaflais ¢ Subjeds, joyn'd
the Troops of Afzraff in the lalt Years
of the War.

VIIL That the Grand-Signior fhall name
Commuflioners as foon as poflible, to
fettle with Afzraff [hc Limits of the
two States, which{ fhall hercafter be
their Boundaries.

Befides thefe Articles, there were fome
fecret, ones, which were not thought proper
to bt made publick : but ’‘tis rumour'd that

thedGrand-Signior and Sultan Afzraff, have

Oz agreed
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agteed punétually to aflit one another to re-
cover thofe Provinces thht have lately been

conquer’d, and that bclong) to their States.
Thus was the Revolum?n confirm’d accord4
1ng to all Appearance, by this Treaty, which
gives Afzraff a folid Settlement on theThrone
he has in pofleflion. The natural Perfians,
who are moft interefted to dethrone him, do
not {eem to be in a Situation to attempt it.
Almott all the old Nobility in Perfia are de-
ftroy’d. The People are ¢ f themfelves capable
of nothing: befides, they arc iv kept under,
and in fo humble a Condtition, that nothing
can be apprchended from them. Of feven
different Nations that now inhabit Per/ia,
the Perfian is the lowel in Rank, and is
obhgd to yield to the others in every thing :
for in Perfia, as inall Countries Where Ma-
hometifin prcvaxl‘ Rank is equally regulated ;
and a private Mar of a conquer'd Nauon, gives
Precedence to a private Man of a f{uperior
State whenever he meets hun. This Cere-
mony confifts in that the Inferior holds his
Arms acrofs his Breaft, and flands before the
Superior, as if he vaited for his Commands ;
and the latter by .aying Selam Ele:k, feems
to give him Li'erty to go on in his Way.
All private Men that fail 1n this or any thing
elfe which marks the Difference between Su-
perior and Inferior, are punithable bv the
Laws : by which the Nations are rank’d in
the following Manner, purfuant to an Eli&
publiih’d
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publifh’d in Ifpakan, and all over the King-
dom, fince the Aghvans conquerd ir.

The Firft Rank,s aflign’d to the Aghvans,
as Conquerors of ‘Perf a.

The Second to the Armenians, who are
{catter’d up and down the Kingdom in great
Numbers.

The Therd to the Dergefins, the People
whom Maghmad broughe from the Extremi-
ties of Perfia to dwell at Ifpaban, above
100000 in Namber. They are of the fame
Muffulman Se& as the Aghvans, i.c. the Se&t
ot the Sunnts, as the Turks are.

The Fourth Rank is aflign'd to the Mul
tany, who are Indian Bantans, fo call'd from
the City of Multan, one of the principal
Cuties of Indra, and the neareft to Perfia on
Candabar Side. The firft ‘Indians that dwelt
in Perfia, came from the City of Multan :
they drive the principal Trade at Ifpahan,
are great Ulurers, and have almoft all the
Money of the Caputal in their Hands.

The Fifth Rank is aflign'd to the Gaures,
ancient Perfians, who vérfhnp Fire, and the
greatet Enemies to the' ‘\sgrodcrn. Perfians.
Schab-Soleiman began to rnakg them turn
Muffulmanss and Schab-Haj'e:\"hls Son,
continn’d to force them to do it, which is
onc pof their greateft Caufes of Hatred to the
Mapomeran Perfrans : but the Aghvans have
given them the free Exercife of their Reli-

n,
O The
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The Sixth Rank is to the Fews.

The Seventh and Laft Rank is to the Na-
tural Perfians, who are, treated like Slaves”
by the fix other Nations.

Tho’ the Armensans ate Chriflians, their
great Number and Riches engagd the Agh-
vans to prefer them to the other Nations;
and being perfuaded that there 1s none more
interelted 1n fupporting their Power, fince
they would be the firft Vitims to the Ven-
geance of the Perfians, if we latter fhould
recover their Dominion, they have granted
them great Privileges; and have alfo given
them a Supeniority over the Nacural Perfuars,
which cannot fal to keep up the Divifion
and Animofity for ever betwcen thefe two
Nations.

‘1"1s order’d in their favour, by an Edié&
publith'd at Zulfa, thar all Procefles nfing
among them fhall be determin'd by Judges
of thcir own Naton; and all Armenzans
who appeal to any other Judge fhall be fin'd.

In the Reign of the Sophzs, the Armenzans at
Zulfa were plundg’d in the Night-time, and
‘twas Death for anArmenian to wound z Per-
fan cver fo fliektly, tho’ in his own Defence.
But fimcethe taking of Ifpahan, they were
permitted to do Juftice themfelves on thofe
mightly Robbers s and they have done it bold-
ly, by hanging up fome, cutting off thelEars
and flitting the Nofes of others, according. to
their Crimes.  They difpatch’d feven ‘'

one
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one Day, who had not onty robb’d a Houfe
in the Night, but had murder’d the Mafter of
the Family.

In fine, there is not nne of the fix Nations
we have mention’d, who have not a particular
Intereft to keep the Natural Perfians low,
and €upport the Authority of the Aghvans.
There’s all the Reafon in the World to be-
lieve that their Power will be more and moie
eftablifh’d ; efpecially under the Government
of a Prince {o wife and experienc’d, as he
who now reighs in Perfia, and who has per-
fected this great Revolution.  One has Caufe
to look upon this Event as an extraordinary
Leffon of Providence to all Princes, efpecially
thofc of 43, where moft of them ftagnate
in Sloth and Effeminacy, and to whom may
juftly be apply’d the Words which a great
King, and a great Prophct feems to apply to
them, Be wife now ‘therefore, O ye Kings;
be inflruited, ye Fudges of the Earth.

YWor. 1L 0] AP~



APPENTDIX

INCE the firft Publication of this Hif-
S tory, which, according to Advices from
Turky, is now printing at Conflantingple from
the Tranflation of Ibrabim Effend:, Diretor
of the new Printing-Houie - there, fuch
ftrange Revolutions, and fo many different
Scenes have happen’d in the Kingdom and
Affairs of Peifis, as would afford Matter
enough for almoft another Volume, and ’tis
not unlikely that in a Year or two more, a
third may be added to thefe two. Mean
ume the Bookfeller has been tnduc'd to pint
this Addition of Particulars which are judg’d
too matcrial to be poftpon’d.

As the Second Volume concludes with the
Treaty between Sultan 4/zraff and the Turks,
the firit thing that offers worthy of Remark,
is the Ratification ¢t that Treaty by _4/zraf,
as it was fent to t¥¢ Grand Signior, of which
the tollowing jsfan exaé& Tranflation :

“Ig™the Name of Gad, Creator of Hea-
“ ven and Earth, We 4fzraff, Emir Kan,
 and Chan of Perfta, moft humbly befeech
“ him who is in the Seat of the Holy ¥ro-

“ pwt

m
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phet, the moft exalted of Emperors, more
powerful and intrepid than Alexander, So-
vereign of two Seas, Mafter of two Parts
of the World, Protcttor of Ferufilem,
Mafterof the two Temples of Mecca and
Medina, furpafling Darius in Pomp and
Gsaerdeur, and, like him, Sovereign of the
Kingdom of Perfta, wearing Crowns thin-
ing with Glory, the moft formidable and
dread Lord, the Refuge of the Oithodox,
(may God prolong his Days for ever) to
be pleafed to approve and ratify the Arti-
cles of Peace * which have been fettled 1n
the following manner, viz. That we fend
every Yearan Emir Midagito Mecca - That
for the future the Perfians fhall Lave full
Liberty to vifit the Tomb of _4/;; That
they be likewife allow’d to trathick in all the
Places of the Ottoman Empirc, and enjoy
the fame Privileges as heretofore; That
there fhall be conftantly an Ambafludor
fiom us at the Ottomarn “Porte ; That the
Porre be obliged by this Treaty to ufec
their good Offices with, the Czar of Mu/-
covy to obtain the Lib((rgy of Uffiin Beg, a
Muflulman of the Naticw of Leslis; 'That
we fhall fend every Year fisto the Treafury
of the Commander of the Faith{iT, 1 500
Purfes as a free Gift: Laft of-all, We

* fefc probably were the Secras drzicles lunted at 1o Page

195 dVol 11

O a ¢ fwear
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t fwear by the Holy Alcoran, the Book fent
« from Heaven, and by the Miracles of our
«“ Holy Prophet, to keep and maintain this
“ Treaty, and curfed be thofe of our Pofte-
“ rity who infringe it.

¢ The Grand Signior is intreated by s,
“ who humble our felves at the Fouie: his
¢ Throne, to be pleafed forthwith to ratify
¢ thefe Articles, of which folemn and authen-
¢ tick Inftruments have been delivered, viz.
“ one on the Part of 4bmed Pacha into our

¢ Hands, and one reciprocally on our Part
“ to .dbmed Pacha.

Sign’d in the Original,
Mebemet Enr Afzraff Kan.

"Tis to be noted there was a further Stipu-
lation, That Prince Thamas, Son to the old
Sopbi, Thould make no Pretenfions to the
Throne of Perfia, except in cafe Sultan 4fz-
raf died without Iffue ; That Prince Zhamas
thould refide in Conflantinople, or fome other
Place of the Otfomyn Empire, to prevent his
raifing any Infue@ion in Perfia againft
Afzraff; That the Grand Signior fhould em-
plog<ms25d Offices with the Czar of M/~
covy, to induce him to reftore to 4fzraf fuch
of his Jonquefts in Perfia as are inhabigd by
Muflulmen ; and that, in cafe of Nee%ut‘x‘is

fubWme
[
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fublime Highnefs fhould employ his Forces
for that Find.

"Tis moreover to be obferv’d, that 4/z-
raff propes’d much the fame Teims to the

rte in 1725. but they were then hanghnly
ooqe

Thus ended that War betwixt the Zurks
and Perfians, which, whether it was properly
a religious War, as fome think, or whether
purely Polmcal and for the fake of ‘Terri-
tory, which is lcft to the judicious Reader,
coft the Zurks near half a Million of Lives,
including thofc that fell in the IMield by Sick-
nefs, as well as by the Sword, befides above
40 Mtlhons of Sultaninas of Gold advanc’d
for moft part by the Fews and Greeks ; and
’t1s affur’d on the other Hand, that the Per-
Jums loft above half a Million of Men, maf=
facred by the Ottomans, when they took fuch
Places Sword in Hand as made any Refift-
ance.

The next Year, viz. 1728. a new Candi-
date ftarted up for the Throne of Perfia, who
claimed the Succeflion :s Brother and Heir
to that famous Ufurper' and Tyrant Myr-
Weis. 'This Pretender, liKe his Bfother, was
Haughty, Cruel, Avaritious, M
had all the ill Quahtics that make up the
Chayacter of a confummare Tyrant. “He had
alnfady flain by the Sword, or otherwife, a
8 far many Perfons who were fo couragious

0O 3 as
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as to refift him ; and at the fame Time plun-
der’d their Houfes and carry’d off their Wives
and Daughters: Upon advice alfo that Prince
Thamas, the old Sophi’s Son, was arriv'd at
Mefchet with 20000 Men, he was fo enrag’g“
that he put to Death fome Children whe.a
he kept as Hoftages. _4/zraff’s Life-Guards
at Ifpaban were {0 infolent and licentious at
the {fame Time, that there was no Kind of
Diforders but what they daily committed,
not only with Impunity, but with their
Mafter’s Countenance, infomuch that they
hang’d their Commander for refufing their
Pay before he had received it. The Mer-
chants, efpecially the Europeans, were oblig'd
from Time to Time to ranfom themfelves, and
if they were not able to make prempt Pay-
ment, either their Goods and Effefts were
confifcated, or their Houfes plunder'd; fa
that when the Fg/i/b had gone a great way
in reftoring their Facors, and got a Guard ta
fecure their Warchoufe of Goods, yet the
fame was plunder’d, and the Factor oblig’d
to fly with what Re could fave to Gam-
bicon.

The Reuder will naturally imagine the
diftcaled State of Perfiz at this Junéture,
when the‘Aéngdom was thus harrafs’d by
three contending Parties, viz. that of 4fz-
raff, that of Myr-Weis’s Brother, and thayof
prince Thamas.
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It happen’d that at the beginning of this
Year, A/zraff received News of the Defeat of
4000 of his Men by the Ruffans about Ro-
Wofel and Zemfchin, which fo alarm’d him,,
that, fearing the Confequences, he declar’d,

Exprefs to M., Leweskow, Governor of
Mthat Wekil, Cham of Cusbin, who
commanded the faid 4000 Men, had no Or-
ders to attack the Ru/fians, but only to ob~-
ferve them, and that he would punifh the
Guilty, Accordingly he fent for the faid
Hekil and Ofchan Mabomet, to an{wer for
their Condutt; but whilft they were upon
the Road, with a Guard of 100 Men, 4/z-
raff order’d them to be attack’d between Cu/<
bin and Cafchan by the Kotcheves of Chabef=
guet, who are vahiant Soldiers, and entirely
devoted to him, in which Affault Alubomer
was kill'd upon the Spot, and Heks! gade
Prifoner, whom the Kotfcheves afterwards
bound and fent to [fpabdw; ‘but the latter
having found Means to gain {ome of the
Soldiers, made his Efcape, upon which 4/z-
raff, tho’ it was perhaps only to blind the
Ruffians, feem’d to be very much incens’d,
and fwore that he would revenge it. _4/z-
raff’s Party was fo leflen’d by this Time,
that rather than go to War with the Rufiss,
he was willing to yield them Daghefian, and
to Jttle the Limits with them, on Condition
qﬁt they would not enter into a Treaty

O 4 with
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with Prince Thamas, nor give him any Affift.
ance,

In Faly the Year following, viz. 1729.an
Ambaflador arriv’d at Conflantinople from the
Sultan dfzraff; with a Retinue of 700 Per-
fone, and as he crofs’d the Canal of the Bjnk
Sea he was faluted with the Difcharg€®T 100
Pieces from the Seraglio, the Arfenal, and
the Men of War and Galleys, It appear’d
that all the Bufinefs he came about was to
deliver a Letter to the Grand Signior, becaufe
after he received an Anfwer to it, he fet out
for Jjpaban, much pleas’d with the Honour
he had receiv'd at the Porte; but he ftay’d
long enough to be a Spedtator of a ternble
¥irc which happen’d at Conflantinople on the
a7th of July, when, in lefs than ten Hours,
12000 Houfes were reduc’d to £fhes, be-
LAze fevefdt Mofques and other publick Edi-
fices, and a.gregt Number of People pe-
rifh'd in the Cohtlagration, tho’ all poflible
Means were us’d to ftop the Violence of the
flames.

This Year a Treaty of perpetual Peace and
Friendfhip was concluded betwixt 4/zrg
and Peter Il the Czar of Mufcvvy, which
was confirm’d by the Sultan’s Brother-in-law,
who came to Myfcow, for that Purpofe, at
the Head of an Embafly, with 100 Men and

40 Horfes in his Retinue, and Prefent$ «of
fine Horfes, Sattins, Brocades, &,

By
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By this Treaty, which was fign’d at Ria/z
¢ofche, in the Province of Ghilan, the 13th
of February ; the Czar confented that Perfia
fhould remain in Pofleflion of the Provinces

f Aftrabat and Mazandran 5 but that if thofe
Ml‘cpq;mould happen to be given to any
other~“Power, and to be recover'd by the
Ruffians, the fame fhould for ever remain
under their Dominton, and the Treaty was
to be declared void.  The Czar was to keep
all his Conquefts upon® the Ca/pran-Sea, and
the Territories of the Ruffran Crown in Perfia
were to extend from Derbent to the River
Araxes. The Ambafladors and Fnvoys of
both Powers were to'be treated with due
Honours, and a frec Trade was to be pro-
moted between both Nations upon paying

the cuftomary Duties for their } ;mg}%ze 5
with full Liberty for creting tfe neceflaty
Houfcs and Warehoufes, and $ér the Paflage
of the Caravans on both Sides.

Not long after this, Prince 7hamas ad-
vanc’d with a gallant Army towards Jfpaban,
while another, fent by the Great Mogul,
march’d into Perfia, which oblig’d A/zraf,
who was univerfally hated by the People
on account of his Crueltics, to divide hig
Forces.

This very Year, the following Letter ap-
pez®d from Prince Zhamas to the Grand Sig-
nij;, fent to Conflaytinople by Signior Effendi,

an
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an able and trufty Minifter, who had been
difpatch’d for fome Months paft to Vs, a
City of Georgia, one of the Perfran Provinces,
to inquire into the State of Affairs there.
Some People, 1 remember, fook’d upon the
Letter as a Forgery, becaufe it does not begia
in the Oriental Stile, witn the Praifc~w 1n-
vocation of God ; but others {uppos’d that
the Per/fian Prince had employ’da Jefuit, or
fome other European, for his Secretary. Whe-
ther it be genuine or rot, we think it worth
inferting.

“ It is very furprifing that your High-
“ nefs, in Violation of the uninterrupted
“ Friendfhip between the Anceftors of my
« Family and Yours, (upon account of which
¢ Friendfhip you ought to fuccour the Friends
“ of your Friends) fhould enterintc a League
% geainft usin Favour of a Perfon unknown,
¢« and a Traitor to his Sovereign. This Con-
« du&iscontrary not only to the Laws of Na-
¢ ture, but alfo to thofe of God; for it is at-
« tacking God himfelf to lift up one’s Hand
« againft Perfons that are Sacred. I am at
« this Day true and lawful Heir to the Fa-
“ mily of the Kings of Perfia. 1 am the
“¢ Son of King Huffein, and by the particu-
« lar Providence of God I eicap’d being
“ murder’d with the King my Father, and
¢ almoft the whole Royal Family. }im

“ making all poffible Efforts to recover the
“« Di.
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« Pominion of my Anceftors, and to pluck
« thc Throne from under the Feet of the
« Ufurper that has invaded it : And as my
« Caufe is Juft and Praife-worthy, I do not
¢ in the leaft doubt but God will aflift me,

r they are his Battles that I fight, and
« he™being the Defender of the Opprefled,
¢« will give new Strength to thofe that take
¢« my Part, fo that the Wicked fhall be
¢« punifh’d according to his Demerit.  After
“ me, there are other Princes of my Family
“ to whom the Crown of Perjia ought to
¢ defeend fucceflively. Your Highnefs can-
“ pot be ignorant that I have yet Subjeéts
“ enough left, of FideMty and Courage {uffi-
“ clent to rcﬁorc me to my Patrimony : And
“ you may be perfuaded that the Piinces of

“ my Blood are held in fuch,_Yencration
“ among them, that they think £ their
¢ to {facrifice their Lives and Fortunes in

¢ their Service. Wherefore 1 lcave it to
“ your Highnefs to confider, whether ’tis a
* truer Argument of Greatnefs of Soul, to
*¢ fuccour an oppreffed Prince, whois lawful
“ Heir to the Throne that has been poffefs’d
“ by Kings that were Friends and Allies to
“ the Ottoman Race, than to enter into u
“ League againft him with a Tiger, 'a Mon-
« ﬂer not known in the World, but for his

Herfidioufnefs and Outrages which will

““frender him the. Deteftation of future Ages.
“ If
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« 1f your Highnefs will not fecond the Jufz
“ tice of my Claim, be Neuter, at leaft; in
¢ this Difpute ; for notwithftanding all that
¢ I have heard, I can never be perfuaded
“ that your Highnefs can act againft my Ing
“ tereft, in Favour of 4/zraff, whois kng:
“ to you only for Actions which ought to
“ make you abhor and deteft him. ”

The next Year, viz. 1730. Prince Thamas
obtain’d a great Victory over Sultan _4/zraff,
and oblig’d him to quit J/p.han, of which he
took Pofleflion, as well as of {feveral other
Towns, and _4/zraf finding himfelf aban-
don’d, was fo much dejected, that he fell
fick. )

Mean time Prince Zhamas, after the
Reduétion of the Capital City, was pro-
claim’d King and Emperor of Perjia, and
" November made his publick tntry 1n-
to Ifpaban, wmidft the Acclamations of an
infinite Concourfe of People, who had got
together from all Parts to fce their new Sove-
reign ; he enter’d at the Head of Part of his
Army, commanded by his Couli Kan, or
Colonel General, after being receiv’d with-
out the Town by all the Grandees of the
‘Kingdom, and conducted to the Palace of his
Predeceflors, where he receiv’d the Homage
of his new Subjedts. Some Days after his
Entry, that Prince fent Couli Kan ‘with
40000 Men, to hinder Sultan 4/zraff] 3}10

wi
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was fled towards Schiras, from retreating in-
to the Province of Candabar, his own Coun-
try. Prince Zhamas’s Army was confiderably
augmented, not only by the Perfians, who
had all abandon’d Sultan _7/zraf, but alfo
%e Foreign Troops of feveral Nations
wieh were in his Pay: And being furnifh’d
by the 4rmenians of fulpha, and particularly
the Fews, with Sums of Money fufficient to
cnable him to recover the Places difmember’d
from his Monarchy, he went and laid Siege
to the Town of Schiras with an Army of
50000 Men.

One of his Lieatenant Generals having in
the mean Time apprehended 4/zraf on the
Frontiers of Georgia, Prince Thamas, in or-
der to intimidate the Garrifon, which he found
obftinately refolv’d to make a vigorous Re-
fiftance, eretted a Scaffold near. Lo he
feen by the Inhabitants, on wifich he caufed
Afzraff’s Skin, while he was alive, to be
torn with Curry-Combs, and then had his
Head lopp’d off and ftuck upon a Pike.
But the Garrifon ftill refufing to furrender,
notwithftanding the Death of their Proteor,
Prince Thamas gave the Town a general
Storm, in a manner {o furious and well exe-
cuted, that his Troops made themfelves
Mafters of it, and put the whole Garrifon to
ther Sword.

After
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After the Conqueft of Schiras, the othet
Towns that were in Poffeffion of the Rebels
fubmitted to Prince Zhamas, {o that the An«
gufans, the moft warlike People of all Perfia;
who took Part with Myrr-Weis, and after-
wards with Afzraff; were totally deftroyd
or difperfed.

After this, the Sophi Thamas befieg’d Tau-
ris, and receiving Intelligence that a great
Body of Turks were on their March to re-
lieve it, he pofted himfelfin an advantagious
Place, and attack’d them with fo much Con-
dué@ and Bravery, that he obtain’d a com-
pleat Victory.

In 1731 the Sophi, whofe Army was aug-
mented to 14¢,cco Men, laid Siege to Eri-
van, and receiving Intelligence that 50000
Zurks, moft of them Horfe, were advanc’d
Wikt Leagues of that Place in order
to raife the S\ege, he left a fufficient Number
of Troops to carry it on, and march’d with
the reft to meet the Ottoman Army, which
he attack’d with fuch Vigour, that after a
bloody Fight, the Yurks, already fatigu’d
with their long March, were oblig'd to tetire
in Diforder, with the Lofs of above 16000
Men kill’d on the Spot, befides twenty Picces
of Cannon taken, and all their Baggage. The
Battle lafted till Night, which was f{aid to be
the Reafon that the Perfians took but aoop
Prifoners. After this Action the Sophi Ti_l-

74, ¢
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mas having rejoin’d his Army before Ersvam,
fummon’d the Governor to furrender in three
Days, threatning in cafe of Refufal to put
pim and his Garrifon to the Sword.

But about this Time a bloody Battle was
‘faught between the Turks and Perfians near

amadan, in which a great Number of Men
fell on both Sides, and the Zurks remain’d
Mafters of the Field. This determin’d Sophi
Thamas to fue for Peace, and in the mean
while he propos’d a Ceflation of Arms; which
being readily granted, publick Rejoycings
were made upon it for three Days fucceflively
at Conflantinople ; and the Perfian Ambafla-
dor, who had been kept in Prifon there for
feveral Months, was fet at Liberty.

The Treaty which enfued upon it was at-
tended with no lefs than the Depofition and
Banifhment of the King of Perfis; =Liyp~the
General of the Perflan Forces; a Revolution
fo furprifing in all its Circumftances, that it
would hardly gain Credit were it not for the
following authentick Account of it, tranf-
mitted from the Court of Rufla to their Mi-
nifter in London.

“ In the Year 1731. a Treaty of Peace
“ was concluded between Sophi Zhamas of
“ Perfia, and the Ottoman Porte, being
“ brought about by the Contrivance of their
“ refpedive Plenipotentiarics. By thisTreaty
“ the Zurks did a@ually furrender up to the

« Sophi,
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Sophi, Part of thcir Conquefts in Perfia,
as far as the River Arax, referving to
themfclves the beft Provinces and Towns
of Perfia, even beyond the faid River, and
tho’ this Treaty proved altogether difad-
vantageous to the Sophi, yet, according™
to their Stipulations, he found himielf
oblig’d to ratify it.
« Some Time before this Treaty was in
Agitation, Zachmas Kouly Kan, Generalif-
fimo of all the Forces in Perfia, a Man of
great Authority and Power over the Sophi
and People, had been oblig’d to march,
with Part of the Perflan Troops, to the
very Borders of [udia, to quell a Rebeis
lion that the Subjelts of Kandabar and
Giratt, call’d Agrans, had form’d againft
their Sovereign, who met at firft with
iftance from the Rcbels, tho’ af-
terwards he oblig’d them to fubmit; and
having totally defeated them, and banifh’d
all their Leaders into another Country, got
at laft a peaceable Pofleffion of the famous
City of Giratt, and of all the Dependen-
cies thereof; and having eftablithed new
Governors both in that and other Cities,
and pacify’d the whole Province, he left it
laft Spring, in order to return to Jfpakan,
to wait upon the Sophi.
« It was in his Way home that he re-
ceived the News that a Peace was con-
“ cluced
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i« cluded between the Otfoman Porte and his
<« Mafter, and being farther informed upon
Y what Conditions the Treaty was agreed to,
« he very much refented it, and without
¢ giving Notice to the Sophi, having an ir-
« reconcilable Enmity againft the Zurks, he
¢ immediately publithed a Manifefis, in
« which he afflumed the Title of Lieutenant
« of the Kingdom, and declared to all his
« Countrymen, that the Treaty lately con-
« cluded with the Turks was very detrimen-
¢ tal to the Perfian Kingdom, by giving up
« to the Enemy the beft of their Provinces,
« and not infifting upon the Liberty of the
‘¢ Perfran Prifoners in the Hands of the
“ Furks, fo contrary to the Laws of God
“ and all Nations, and fo derogatory to the
* Intereft and Honour of the Perfan Mo-
 narchy.

“ Aud for that Reafon, J Tachmas Kouly
¢ Kan (adds he in his Manifeffo) am going in
“ Perfon with a numerous Army againft our
“ Enemises the Turks, in order to regain our
“ Provinces [o fhamefully given up to them,
“ and to procure to the Perfian Prifoners thewr
‘“ Liberty. And thercfore he ordets in the
“ faid Man#efto, that all the Subjedts of the
“ Kingdom do take up Arms againft their
“ Enemies the Zurks, in order to avenge the
“ Caufe of their Country ; and in cafe any
 Man fhould cither.oppofe or contradi hig

61T P “ faid

-
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faid Orders, he licenfes all Perfons to kill
fuch Oppofer, of what Condition foever,
he be, and to feize all his Effedls.

« Not long after, the Rufian Court re~
ccived an Exprefs from General Levafbol,
who commands in chief the Rafflan Troops
in Peifia, with the News, that the faid
Tachmas Kouly Kan, attended with 30000
chofen Men, arrived on the 1 5th of Au-
guft laft, O. S.at Jfpaban, (where the So-
phi was with his whole Court) and in-
camp’d himfelf before the faid City in one
of the Scphi’s Gardens ; and three Days
after his Arrival waited on the Sophi (who
reccived him but coolly) and on his Re-
turn from Court, he put many of the So-
phi’s Domefticks under Arreft.

~—On the 211t of the fame Month the So-

phi went, in Perfon, out of the City to
vifit Zachmas Kouly Kan, who receiv’d his
Majefty, at the Head of his commanding
Officers, with all the Refpe& due to his
Royal Perfon ; and having conduted him
to his Tent, defired his Majefty to fit
down, and waited on him there as a Slave
does upon his Mafter. - The Sophi asked
the General what Reafon he had to put his
Domefticks under Arreft? ‘To which Zach-
mas Koaly Kan replied, with a haughty,
Air, Becaufe your Majefly bas no need o

¢ fush Perfons, who arc only kept i Lagine/s.

At
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At which the Sophi being very much of-
fended, got yp to go home; but the Ge-
neral fopt him, defiring his Majefty to
give him Leave to fpeak a Word to him
in private; and with that conducted him
to the adjoining Houfe, where he kept
him all that Night.
“ Thenext Day, being the 22d of Auguf?,
the General went into his Tent, and af-
fembled all the Officers of his Army, and
being feated, made the following Decla-
ration to them.
“ That the Sophi was altogether unfit to
Zgovern the Kingdom, and had by his evil
Condul? brought an Infamy upon therr Coun-
try, and by bis imprudent Direitions, Ilof
a great Number of Perfians : That hitherto
they bad been obliged to bear all this, foi want
of a Succejfor to the Crown ; but now, fays
he, fince the faid Sophi has a Son thiee
Months old, named Abas, Ithink 1t proper
to fettle the Crown upon bim, the Father
having vendered bimfelf totally unworthy of
it and I promife vo be as faithful to the
Son as I have been bitherto to his Father,
whom I think it cxpedient to keep>from this
Time under a firong Guard, allowing him,
during Life, a fufficient Maintenance.
“ Upon this there was, for a while, great
Silence amongft the Officers ; but at laft,
fome pf them having approved his Decla-
P2 ¢ ration,
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ration, the General immediately gave O
dérs to bring him the Fdather (a Roy
Mark of Authority) fiom the Sophi’s Hea
which bé¢ing done, he kif¥'d it, and la
it down by his Side. The General th
fent for the Sophi’s Wife, and the Prin
her Son, who were both publickly co
duéted before the Army (the Mother b
ing covered) to the aforefaid Tent; foc
after which fhe was re-conducted aga
to the Palace, and a little Time aftc
the Prince her Son was fent back
her, with the Turbant and.the Royal Fe
ther on his Head. Then the General ¢
dered a new Coin to be ftruck, and ne
Seals tobe made, bearing the young King
Name, Sophi Apas. In the mean Tin
all the old Minifters and other Perfons -
Diftinétion, who were of the depof
King’s Party, were put under Arreft, a1
banifh’d to the Province of Chorazan,
which Place alfo the dethroned Sophi w
fent on the 2 5th of Auguff laft, under
Guard of 1, o0 Men.
‘“ The 26th Zachmas Kouly Kan was ma
ried to a Sifter of Shach Kuféins, t
Widow of Mirzas Dawdan, who has
Son twelve Years old.
“ On the 28th Tackmas Kouly Kan entr
with all his Army into the City of Ifp
fan, and took up his Lodging: in 1l
[{Q Rf '
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Royal Palage; and the fame Day he or-
dered a m?gniﬁcent Cradle to b¢ fet up
in the Chamber nam’d Kell-Sultan, in
which the;new Infant Kidg was laid, and
at the Sid¢ of the Cradg\was put the
Turbant, the Royal Feather, and a Sabre,
Then Zachmas Kouly Kan aflembled the
Mullas and Seides, and went to Prayers in
the Prefence of all the Officers of the
Army, after which they congratulated the
Sophi upon his Azceflion to the Throne,
and the Ceremony was clofed with a cold
Collation.
¢« Upon this Occafion Zuchmas Kouly Kan
honour’d many of the Quality, in the Name
of Sophi Abas, with an Halaat (or Robe
of Honour) and caufed a Proclamation to
be iffued out, that for the future they
fhall give no other Title to Sophi 7hamas,
than that of Zackmas Mirza.
“ When the General went into the Sophi’s
Palace, he found a Treafure of many Mil-
lions, which was hoarded up by Sophi
Abas the Firft.
¢« This whole Account has been confirmed
from Conflantinople by the Report of M,
Nepluef, Refident from Ruffia, who gave
farther Notice to the Court, that Arhmed
Bajffaw, Governor of Babylon, had given
the fame Account of this Revolution to
thé Ottoman Porte: And M. Nepluef adds,
 That
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That uchmas Kouly Kan, ﬁ{;ce the Depo-
fition rof Sophi Thamas, atd the Eleyz-
tion of his Son, Sophi Zkas, t the Throne,
governs the yhole Kingdom of Perfia,
defpoticallyf and makes vaft Preparations of
War againft the Taurks; as alfo that the
Ottoman Porte are as vigorous in their Pre-
parations to oppofe his Defigns.

¢ General Levafbol, who was at that Time
with Dart of the Ruffian Army in Perfia,
in the Province of Ghilan, had, in the
{ame Month of Auguft, (purfuant to the
Articles of Peace concluded between the
Imperial Crown of Ruffa and Sophi T4s-
mas) furrendred the faid Province, and
the reft of the Places fituated beyond the
River Kura, to the Kingdom of Perfia,
after which he croffed the River with his
Army, and incamped in the Province of
Shirvan, which formerly belonged to the
Perfians, but is now given up to the Ra/-

fran Empire, by the late Treaty conclud-

ed between the two Powers, and appointed
the head Quarters in the City of Derbent,
where he received an Exprefs from Tach-
mas Kouly Kan, with a written Account
of the Depofition of Sophi Thamas, and
the Elevation of his Son Sophi fbas to
the Throne, in which that General affures
him, that he will keep inviolably all the
Conditions ftipulated in the Treaties lately

' con.



(221]

¢ coMtluded betpreen the Empire of Rufia
’ .and the Kingdom of Perfia,yand that the
¢ ng his Mafer is upon the b of fend-
“ ing a folemn Ewgbafly to the Court of her
“ Imperial Majefty\ to notify bis Acceffion
¢« to the Crown of PeMer.

Kouli Kan, having thus fettled Matters at
Home, marched with all Speed to lay Siege
to Babylon, before the Turks could aflemble
their Army to relieve it. Bhe Taking of Eri-
van by Surprife, which happened about this
Time, had put the latter 1n Motion, as it
gave them to underftand that they were not
to depend on the Ceflation concluded with
Sophi Thamas, who was now no longer in
Authority. Erivan is a very cenfiderable
City in Armenia, that has been alternately in
the Hands of theTurks and Perfians. The fame
Fate had foimerly attended Babylon, or more
properly Bagdat (the true Babylsn having long
been no more) a City in Mefopotamia, about
feven Degrees South of the other, but which
had been finally carried by the Turéks in
1638.

The Perfian r{Rneral was employing his
Strength againf} this City, when the Scrai-
quier of the Ottoman Army inPerfia, knowing
the Importance of the Place, and how little
able he was to give it Succour, offered, in the
Name o urt, aSufpenﬁon of Arms for
ﬁx_MonJ‘Xl order to treat of a g

Pelge
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Peadk. between the two En pires: But,Kulki
K&n ablolutely rejeted thetPropofal, except
on Condi),'ion!fhat the Porte thould firft reftore
certain Phfces, which had peen yielded to it
in the lait Peace with Sophi Téamas. Ina
Word, he profecuted she Siege with all ima-
ginable Vigeur, and “defeated the Forces that

were from Time to Time fent againft him.
It was confidently given out at this T'ime by
the Turks, that all Thingsin Perfia were in
Confufion: That feveral of the great Men of
that Kingdgm, and in parricular the Gover-
nors of Ormus and Bender-Affr, had entered
into a League againft the Ufurper Kou/i Kan,
which muft unavoidably terminate ina Civil
War. This, no doubt, was what the Porze
had long withed for, and attempted to fo-
ment ; but the Perfian General appeared as
much fuperior to the Divan in Politicks, as
he was to their Bathaws in the Field: He not
only fupported himfelf againft Foreign In-
trigues and Domeftick Confpiracies, but daily
rendered himfelf more formidable Abroad
and powerful at Home. The Year 1733,
though attended with {fome Difappointments,
afforded in the main fuch a Series of Victory
and Succefs, that Fortune 1s feldom found
more propitious. It was crowned by the De-
feat of a numerous Army of Turks, cammand-
cd by Tepe! Ofman, an experienced Oﬂic;!r,
who
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in the Atioo, fométier
s Followers.

Middie of the\Qummer this
urks could bringd together
rontiers of Perfiz, fuffi-
ouli Kan. At laft,

whawdeft his Li
‘with §0,000of

an Army upon the
cient to oppofe that
bowever, having aflembled a great Body of
Forces under ‘Iéal Ofman, they approached
towards Bagdas, inorder to raife the Siege of
that Place. Upon the 1gth of Fuly, they
came to an Engagement, in which the Orso-
mans feem to have gained fome Advantage,
which was magnified at Conflantinople in the
moft extraordinary Manner; but how jultly,
the Confequence foon made apparent.

The Effect of this AQtion, was the Raifing,
for the prefent, the Blockade of Bagdar. The
Governor of that Place, Achmer Bathaw, who
was reduced to the laft Extremity for want
of Provifions, receiving the News of this Vic-
tory, fallied out upon the few Troops that
wete lefein the Trenches, put them to the
Sword, andcarried the Provifions of the Per-
fan Camp into his Garrifon. All the Lan-
guage of the PBorte was now Vicary and
Triumph, andthe common People Were fure
of afpecdy Peace, upon their own Terms,
But the Battle of Kerkoud, in which Topal
Ofman fell, put a Stop to ail thefe Exulta-

tions.
2 The
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14
ke Perfian General beitjg joined byesa £ef
Body of 40900 Men, %eturned towaré?
Bagdat, ang’on the 22d of'Oéfober there was
faid to have bappened a frefn Rencounter, yol
which we had no Advicg#, but from Confan-
tingple, and thofe run j the fame Strain agthe
formei, viz. That Kouli Kan was routed, qnd,
had fled five Miles from Kerkoud, wherellﬁ?:
A&ion was, with the Lofs of 600co Men, a-
mong whom were his Father-in-Law and Ne-
phew, and feveral Sther Perfons of Diftin¢tion.
The Turkifb Letters added, that the Day af-
ter the Battle, Topal Ofinanmarched with his
Army to block up that of Keuli Kan, in the
Mountains of Cey/an: That in this Extremi-
ty the Perfian General had writ to the Seraf-
kier Topal Ofiman, defiring Peace upon any
Terms ; to which the Turk anfwered, that he
would not treat with a Rebel ; fo that they
hourly expected to hear of Koul/i Kan’s being
taken Prifoner. All this News was proclaim-
ed to the People at Conflantineple, by repeated
Salvoes of the Cannon of the Seraglio, the
Seven Towers, and the Sultanas, or Men of
War lying in the Harbour ; and great Rejoi-
cings were made through the whole City for
feveial Days fucceflively, Whether there was
any fuch Action as now pretended,ac Kertoud,
before the decifive Battle thgre, we are not
certain : Butadmitting thare-was, it is incre-
fole ghat the Turés (iJuld hadv obt\ined fuch
fi\7;'\—
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§ pujna Stop
game juit
the other. Could Kou/s
Kan, gallant as he\js, has thus turned the
3cMe in fo fhort a Tegee, after fuffering a
eat? Had we not bette depend only on the
ollowing Account?
Thamas Kouli Kan, having formed to him-
[elf a Stratagem for alluring the Turksy/b Army
out of their firong Camp near Kerkoud, in
order that he might find Means to draw them
into a Snare ; he, for this End, fent a Body
of 12,000 Men, to reconnoitre, as was pre-
tended, the Enemy’s Sitvation. This De-
tachment advanced {o near the Turkifl. Camp,
that a great Body of Turks was fent out to at-
tack them : Whereupon the Perfians retired,
till they came to a narrow Pafs, where they
had ftrong Intrenchments. Butin this Retreat,
Care was taken to drop fome Letters, as wrote
from one Perfian Prince to another, giving a
moft melancholy Account of the Perfian Ar-
my, particularly of the great Diffentions that
were among thga, and intimating greatAppre-

henfions, that if{the Turks thould attack them

before a good Harmony was reftored among

their Troops, ghey might obtain an eafy Vic-

tory. The gred Body of Turks, who purfued

thefe 12,000 Fe#Megcould not attack th

in the (fongAntrer.chments they had p(gf;:
3 but
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Bug SewGeavoured to block Shem up mﬁ?
natrow Defiles-of the Mourisains, imag'm’mm
that they fhould foon be able‘to reduce the; -
by Famin€: So that this Pag§ of Turks, whi..
confifted of 20,000 Mgf, under the Com-
mand of Mebemet Maw of Drierbeck, ’tﬁd
not return to Kerksud, where the reft of théie
Army lay intrenche'l, but remained in the
Mountains of Ceylan, in order, as they hoped,
to make the 12,00¢ Perfians Prifoners.

In the mean time, the Letters fuppofed to
have been taken from the Enemy, were fent
to Topal Ofman, who oo eafily gave credit to
what he found written in them, and in Con-
fidence of the Truth of their Contents, march-
ed from his ftrong Camp at Kerkoud, to go
and join Mebemet, that they might in con-
junéuion find out the Perfan Army, over
which he now flattered himielf with a fureand
eafy Victory. Butas foon as Kouli Kan found
that his Stratagem had taken effe@, he imme-
diately advanced, and came vp withthe Grofs
of the Turkifb Army under Topal Ofinen, be-
fore it could join Mekemet's Detachment
whereupon a general and furi s Engagement
inftantly commenced between'the two Armies,
The Left-Wing of the Perfians, commanded
by Kouli Kan in Perfon, miit witha flout
Refiftance from the Right-Wirig of the Turks,
where was the Flower af.%: Tropps, ani-
mted, by the Prefence of I 22/ 'Q&nm,;?h%t

ra
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with his w oIeWiW
or three Nours thgeth?r ;

dwre=Comman

2%¢ general Sh
soRd the j’a}ziza 1es, though pufled and forced
ive Ground N feveral Timesdid yet as

often rally, and retdn to the Charge: So that
tinge were upwards oig7,000 Men killed on

h 8ides, and almoft Wjth equal Lofs, before
the Pﬁi;/ian Horfe, in which their principal
Strength always lies, could break in. Aclaft
the Fanizaries were overpowered, and when
the Perfian Horfe got in among them, they
made a moft terrible Havock. Then the Ca-
valry of the Perfians Left-Wing, fupported
by 2 Body of 20,000 Foor, fell upon the
Center of the Turdifp Army, which made
but a poor Defence, there being above 10,000
of them killed upon the Field of Battle, with
the Lofs only of 7 or 800 Perfians. The Right-
Wing of the latrer had hitherto made no great
Efforts ; but their whole Army now falling
with all its Weight upon the Lett-Wing of
the Turks, that Wing, after a bloody Conteft
foran Hour and a Quarter, was obliged like
the reft togive Way, and fuffer a total Rout.
So that the Dpy ended with a compleat Vie-
tory to the Peffians, who became Mafters of

the Turkifb Canp, which was fullof magni-
ficentTents, ffately Horfes and Camels, a great
Quantity of ®rms, rich Stuffs, Money, and
Provifigns ; ich became the Booty of

the=Viktor
Q4 The
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:;gxe brave Tepal Ofinan.,.d and degregi’
as ¥ n was,/finding thatthis Troops gayé
ground, quittyd the Litter (n w‘bich he wis
ulualiy carric®, aad mountigz on Horfebagpl

threw hilnfelf in the ?fntaof the preaseft

Danger, till at laft be/kell, overcome with
Age, Infirmities, an® glorious Wounds. Aad
Foult Kan, who ngﬂd not be out-done by
bis Rival 1n the Purftit of Honour, appeared
every where to encourage his Troops, and had
no lefs than five Huifes killed under him in
the Engagement. He was befides wounded
in both his Arms, which he would not per-
mit to be drefled, ull the Toils of the Day
were over, and his Labours were crowned
with Victory. The Turks would have had it
believed, that they loftbut 8 or 10,000 Men
in this Action : Bat Accounts more to be relied
on, confirm the before-mentioned Number of
50,000, killed or wounded; among which
were nine Bafhaws, or General Officers, And
indeed thePerfians paid deatly for this Victory,
having about3jg,0coMen killcd and wounded,
of whom three were Generals,

Mebemet, Bafhaw of Dierbeck, with the
Detachment under bis Command, found
Means to get back to the ftrong, Camp at Ker-
koud, where he endeavoured®to re-aflemble
the fcartered Remains of the uhfortunate O¢-
toman Army, and from wllc%c he fent an
Acgount of this AGionar/the Farte. WIn_the

@wean
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. Time R/ Kan, wh yet kephenethe
Q‘.X[ask of S'):bje ion, fent theMgllowing Letter
5o the youhg Spphi.

‘“AY MMORTAL Glory to the One Al-

¢ mighty God, 3pd everlafting Honour

¥ to bhis great Prophel4/;, who is adoring

¢ the Eternal God in }is Prefence to all E-

‘ ternity !
¢ Invincible Emperor of all Kings, Princes,
and Sovereigns of the rich and magnificent
¢ Eafs, my true andofly Mafter under Al-
« mighty God, I wifh the Mouth of Truth
« of the Holy Prophet, and the Prote&tion of
“ his Arms, may accompany you always,
“ during the whole Courfe of your glorious
¢ Life!

“ May your Imperial Sublimenefs be pleaf-
< ed to receive with Joy the News of
“ the viGtorious Exploits of your Troops!
“ Your Army, which I command with
“ the abfolute Authority you corfetred
‘“ upon me, being conducted by the Thun-
“ der and Fire of the Almighty, has defeat-
“ ed and humbled the Power of your Ene-
*“ mies, and fftablifned your Thfone upon
¢ Foundationg of Bras, The Courage of

¢
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« WBHfufion, afid the Edge of the Swo
“ filled the whole Field of Rartla with th
¢ dead Bodies.

““ The brave and tryfty Erkess Stll;%
“ brings your I genal limenefs the Ph -
¢ ticulars of our =/ while I am purfugg_
“ the Remains of “?;c vile Fugitives, to t
“ immortal Honourtof your Name and your
¢ Empire.”

-

After this Battle Kouli Kan returned to the
Blockade of Bagda?, not having it in his
Power to form a regular Siege, for want of
heavy Artillery, which it is impoffible to bring
thro” the mountainous Defarts that fie between
Perfia and Turkey. He remained here fo
much Mafter of the Field, that the Turkifb
Army durft not make Head agamﬁ his Camp,
tho’ himfelf was forced, foon after the Bat-
tle of Kerkoud, to return to Ifpaban, and to
march from thence into the Province of Schi-
ras, in order to reduce a rebellious Kan,

named Bellongs, which he did in a few Days
after his Arrival,

This General's noble Behyviour, after his
Vi&ory over the Turks, obtdined hlm more
Honour than the Vi&ory itfplf, He fet at
Liberty all the Prifoners, andy made an Offer
of Peace to the Porte, on Terins which were

dwo, be not unrcafoaa%‘:‘\,‘bom the fame
Tiorais Sceietary, in ordwr’ to\ raife, #5um
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3¥Nidhey Fhat was wanted \having: propofed
2@ fet to Sale alf the Pofts in the Government
to\nd Army, Ko/ Kan replied with a noble
Aefentment : < Employments are the Re-
« |ward-of Virrue: Your Councils therefore
Jtend to rob honeft Men of their Rewards,
and myfelf of the Honour of beflowing
< them where due: Infeither Cafe you merit
¢ Death.” Accordingly he commanded
him immediately to be put intoa Sack, and
thrown into the River._

But tho' the Propofals made by Kouli Kan
occafioned him to be applauded for his Mode-
ration, it is certain they were not relifhed by
the Turks, who did not yet think themfelves
obliged to fubmit to an Enemy’s Terms.
"They prepared to renew theWar with the ut-
moft Vigour, in order to extort from him
Conditions yet more favourable to themfelves.
Their Obftinacy however did them no Ser-
vice; for on the 28th of February 1734,
Kouli Kan’s Army intirely defeated 45,000
Turks, who cametorelieve Bagdaz, Twenty
Thoufand werekilled on the Spot, and the
reft got into thf Town, which remained clofe
blocked up. \This Acion, which was very
bloody on bgth Sides, coft the Perfians
10,000 Men{ It was followed by another
feon after, een Tauris and Erivan,
which £nde &M avour of the Perﬁng

an
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andi ‘the Deagt of Abdullah Kuyrogi, tiw
Turk:fb Genera!,

Kouli Kan's abfolute Management of AL
fairs, notwithftanding his P:etenfions, mad
it more than fufpected that he aimed at ma’
ing himfelf Mafter of Perfia. In order to
lence any Report of’this Nature, he abou.
this Time had the lepofed Sophi brought
from Michet to Casbin, as tho’ he intended
to reftore him to his Authority : But the moft
quick-fighted Politicians could {ee thro’ this,
that it was only an artful Piece of Manage-
ment.

Still he prefled on his Conquefts, on the
Side of Turkey, with fuch furpnfing Ra-
pidity, that the Czarina fecemed to be appre-
henfive of their Effects, Her Minifters there-
fore, and thofe of the Emperor, intimated to
the Grand Vizier, that her Czarian Majefty
would interpofe her good Offices to mediate a
Peace with the Perfian General ; upon Condi-
tion, however, that the Turks thould preferve
the Peace of Chriftendom. But this Offer not
having Effe@, the Ruffilan Court foon after
ntered into a Negotiation with Kouli Kan,
which ended in an Alliance, w iereby the Per-
fian General engaged to affift cither the Ry~

Sans or the Imperialifts aga.in}u the Turks, in
cafe they were attacked by the n, which was
now apprehended, On sli. “onfideration,
the Cz-rind gaveupa Tra@ Jf land on e

el
.
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CofpigaSea : Am} fome ported; that this
gcﬂion included all th Czar Peter the
reat had taken from Berfia, the Fortrefs of
erki only excepted.
<, The Fame of Kouli Kan’s Exploits, the Si-
litude which hisName feemed to have with
geral Names in Eurdpe, and efpecially the
great Regard which he Jvas obferved to fhew
the European Chriftians, gave rife to feveral
Rumours at the Be:gmnmor of the Year 1735,
concerning the native Country of this extra-
ordinary Man. They_all tended to make
him a Chriftian Renegado; but the Difpute
was, who fhould have the Honour of claim-
ing him for their own.” Ireland, for fome
Time, feemed to bid faireft ; and we were
formally told from thence, that he was born
in that Kingdom, and that his real Name
was Thomas C Allaghan, being defcended of
an antient Family fo called. It was further
pretended, that he had an eminent Lawyer
at Dublin his near Relation: That he left
Ireland when a Child, and went to France,
where he became a Monk, which gave Oc-
cafion to a falfe Report that he was of that
Kingdom: Agd to ftrengthen all this it was
added, that heYwas well known to be remark-
ably fond of Ififhmen.
Whethe: §ll thefe Circumftances were
really believed)bsshofe whio promulged them,
gr.ere onlvikhumordus Impofition of fﬁnc

fa-
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fatirical. Wit, ia ic,'rder to ridicule tha Credali-
ty of Mankind, 1 will not determine. If the
latter only, they wire fon difcredited agaidt
by the fame Means, there being a Letzer pub-
lifhed in cne of our Daily Papers, o the fol-
lowing Effect.

From Rica at Pari¢ 79 Ali-beg ar 1pahan,
Dear Als,

“ Ridiculous- Story is current io this
“ Couatry, which I wonld not men-
tion tothee, if it had not Credit with a
great many People. 'Tis given out, that
¢ the glorious and invincible Tbamas Kouls,
‘ chief Kan and Vicar General of our fub-

L] 4

(X

lime Monarch, is an European by Extrac-
tion, and born of Nazarene Parests ; not
“ confidering the Abfurdity and Self.contra-
“ diction of the Story; it being reported at
“ the fame Time, that he is a Fremchman,
“ a Flemming, an Englifoman, a Scot, an I-
¢ rifbman, and I know not what befides.

“ If there is but a Family in any Part of
« Europe with a Name like Coulican, (by
% which they murder the tru Name of our
““ victorious Regent) and efpe-ially if of this
¢ Family there is one Vagabgnd ftrolling A-
* broad, this is enough ¢ it immedi-
“agelys go down, «ifds ‘this "M, Somgbn{]y,
« whn
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5. Wwho yaas thought to be Yg&t, muft be the
& famous Conqueror ofithé Turks, the trai-
“rorous Race of the unsvorthy Omar. But
“ how impertinent is this? fo that I even bluth
‘“ while I am repeating it! Can the Naza-
¢ ¥enes,”who in other Refpets are fo know-
‘ Ang, be ignorant that#he Term Kan, which
¢ they make to be a Vart of the Name of
“ ur great General, is'only ufed to exprefs
“ a Dignity very much like that of Mar/ba/;
“ only the Marfhals hav® not, like our Kans,
““ Troops in their own Pay? Are thofe Na-
“ zarenes ignorant, that, according to our
¢ Religion, no Foreigner, whether a Profe-
‘“ lyte or not, can be *vefted with all the
‘ Authority and Power of our Sublime
¢ Sophi "

If the Author of this Letter had read the
foregoing Work, he would have found that
Kouli was as much an aflumed Title as Kan,
and that it fignifies S/ave; and that even Thg-
mas was no more a proper Name of this Ge-
neral than either of the others, but only of the
Prince whom he ferved: So that Thamas
Kouli Kan, taken together, means only the
Kan who is' Sk ve of Soph: Thamas. 'This is
confirmed by what has fince happened, upon
his Taking on im the Sovercignty, there be-
ing no morg Mention of either of thefe
Names in the },ﬂ‘ itle he now bears,

Wot-
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\IotwuhﬁandMg the Alliance entérd imé
by the Perfan General with Ruffia, whigl
declared that neithir of them f{hould ma%e
Peace without the other, Kouli Kan’s Ara-
bition carried him too far in the Year 1736,
for him not to defire at prefent the Friend
of the Turlks, who were the moft capable of
defeating the Proje¢ts he had formed. No-
thing would now fuffice him, after this long
Serics of Succefs, but the Tule as well as
the Power, of Schah or Sophl of Perfia.
With this View he firft gained the Grandees
to his Interefty and then fummoned an Affem-
bly at I/palmn under Pretence of lay-
ing down his Poft of General, in orderto
pafs the Remainder of his Daysin Retirement
and Tranquility : But care was taken to have
Things fo managed, that he was not only
prayed to continue his glorious Toil, but even
compelled to accept the Enfigns of Supreme
Dignity. In which he was more fortunate
than either Cezfar or Cromuwell, who both of
them expecting a like Compliment upon 2
like Pretence of Humility, had the Mortifi-
cation to fee that neither the Romam nor the
Brtons were fo complaifant a5 the flavith O-
rientals, who pay littlelefs th«an Adoration to
their Monarchs.

From this Time Schab Nazﬁr which was
the Name he now aflumed; kpcarcd nolon-
geka@ive againft the Turks, bat foon after—<e

~hat.
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had Adek® that an Ambaffador of his was
a¥rived at Conflantinople, to treat of a Peace,
wbere he was highly carefled. He gave out

d at firft, that he would enter into no
N,P otiatipns, Wlthout the Concurrence of
Riffa, and pretended to make high Demands,
befides the acknowledging his Mafter Sophi of
Perfa.  But all this Buftle was foon blown
over, and the Perfian Ambaflador at Peter/-
burgh informed the Czaripa, before the End
of the Year, that bis Maffer bad not been able
10 attain the Admi iffion of ber Cxarian Majefty,
asone of the contralfing Parties in a Treaty of
Peace concluded between the Turks and Per-
fians; but that be bad, bowever, fo managed i,
that the quiet Paﬁg//mn of Dagheftan, andother
Provinces between the Black and the Cafpian
Seas, fbould be preferved to ber.For which Arti-
cles the Czarina was no way obliged to his
Perfian Majeflly, fince the giving back thefe
Provinces to the Turkifb Empire, from which
they had been difmembered, would have been
contrary to hisown Intereft.

The Articles of the Peace concluded be-
tween the two Mabometan Empircs, were,
“ y, That the Sultan fhould acknowledge
“ Schab Nadir f or lawful Sovereign of Perfia,
“ and engage {o maintain him upon the
“ Throne againft all his Enemies, within
 and without his Empire, 2. That the Li-
46 _=its of the two Empiresthould be re-plac:d

R “ upon
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“ ypon the fame Fpot they were before the
“ War with Perfia, and that the contracti

¢ Parties {hould be determined by what wasfe-
“ gulated on this Head in the Reign of Spl-
“ tan Amurath1.” It was given out, that thig
Method of Expreffion was ufed to avoid tae
difagreeable Term of Cefon, and to fave the
Honour of the Porte: To confirm which,
there was faid to be a feparate private Article,
which explained replacing the Limits, by re-
ftoring to Perfia all the Conquefts made up-
on it during the late Troubles. Provifion was
likewife made by this Treaty, for the Fol-
lowers of the Prophet 4/t to have Leave to
vifit Mabomet’s 'Tomb, free of the Impofitions
formerly exaCted from the Perfian Pilgrims:
And there was, moreover, a mutual Exchange
of Prifoners. Great Advantages thefe for
the Perfians, at his firft coming to the
Throne !

The following Year, 1737, was attended
with fome domeftic Troubles to the new
King of Perfia, occafioned by Infurreétions, not
only infavour of the oldRoyal Family,of whom
his Son Prince Thamas and Abbas were yet
living, but alfo by the Partizans of Myrr-
Iflan, Brother to the fampus Myrr-Magh-
mud. But, partly by his Poiiticks, and part-
ly by hisArms, Schab Nadir put an End to
them all, and difappointed his Enemies

Abrendt,
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Abroad, Avho waited the Event of thefe Com-
otions,

t was while Things in Perfiz were thought
ingthis precarious Situation, that the follow-
igg Letter from an Ambaffador’s Secretary at

nflantinople, to his Friend in England, was
made public in the Papers. The Explana-
tion of fome Parts of it depend on the Time
when it was written.

Sir,

« Y Can now fatisfy'your Curiofity ; and
of you may depend upon it, that what I
tell you isauthentic. .

 Thamas Kouli Kan was born at Afihbeir
““in Chorazan, a Province of Perfa. His
“ Father was a Shepherd, which Profeffion
“ the Son too followed for fome Time, till
‘ he took a Diflike to it, from a rifing Am-
bition to make himfelf more confiderable
in the World ; and then it was, that he
“ ftole 700 Sheep from his Father, which he
* fold, and with the Money lifted a Gang of
“ refolute Bandstti, of whom he put himfelf at
¢ the Head, and then plundered feyeral Cara-
“ vanst, with the Booty whereof he entich-

¢ ed hm))(clf very much. Afier having car-

+ This agrees with what was faid of the Reign of Schah
Huffern, that the Kingdom was then greatly infefied with

Robbers. .
R 2 ried

'

[43

(14



[ 240 ]
ricd on the Tradc of a common Fjghway-
man for “feven Years, he went to the Prc
vince of Muzandran, to which the Kigg
Schab Hufftin had fent his Son the Prinje.
Thamas for Security, before he was obliged’'
to yield up Ijpaban to the Rebels. Thg
faid King being afterwards put to Death,
Thamas Kouli Kan, who by this Time
had gooo Men under his Command, offered
them, together with his Tieafures, to Prince
Thamas, to reftosz him to the Throne of
his Anceftors ; engaging, at the fame Time,
that he would give him his Head, if he
did not fucceed in his Enterprize; provid-
ed, that in Cafe of fuch Succefs, the Prince,
when he became King, (hould declare him
bis Prime Minifter. The Prince confent-
ed to whatever he asked, fuch was his in-
tire Confidence in Thamas Kouli Kan, who,
to give him the ftronger Proof of his Attach-
ment, affumed this new Name, which fig-
nifies the Slave of Schah Thamast ; where-
as he went before by the Name of Nadir
Kouls,
¢ The firft Thing that Kou// Kan did, af-
ter havigg raifed a very great Body of Troops,
was the driving of the Rebels from Ma-
ched ; afier which, he reduced the Pro-

4 This differs 2 hule from the Etymology before given,

founded upon the Jefuits Memoirs,

© yines
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‘vince of Herat, and carried the Governor’s

I\‘I,-Iead to Prince Thamas, as a Trophy of his

iGtory.

¢,
_{“ His Army being now become morc
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powerful, he befieged and took Ifpaban,
and reduced the Aghvans, a rebellious Na-
tion, who had fubdued almoft all Perfia.
It would be needlefs to relate his fubfequent
Vitories, becaufe they are fo well known.
He had the Policy to ¢arry Prince Thamas
with him in feveral of his Expeditions, to
give the more Reafon to think, that he
acted only for that Piince. The Bravery of
Koult Kan, his generous Treatment of the
Soldiery, and the Generofity with which
he rewarded them, having procured him
their entire Confidence, he took that Op-
portunity to feize the Government, by
the Stratagem that was mentioned at that
Time, on pretence that Prince Thamas
was incapable of Governing. 1In fine, his
Ambition, or rather Vanity, knowing no
no Bounds, about a Year ago he got him-
felf declared King of Perfia, by the prin-
cipal Adherents of his Party, But this Ad-
vancement, inftead of eftablithing his Au-
thority, muft rather tend t weaken it.
He was beloved as the Defender of his
Country ; and it was then more devoted to

¢ him, than it 15 now under his pompous

#%Lide of King. As he has reachgd toshe

R 2 ¢ Throne
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Throne by Ulfurpation, he has had recourtg
to Cruelty to fecure himfelf in the Pofiy
fion of it. He * has put Prince Tham4s§
and all the Princes of the Perfiar Ro
Family, to Death ; as well as feveral Pe
fran Lords, of whom he had a Jealoufy,
He has taken the Title of Schab Nadir ;
and upon the Money coined with his Dye,
he has put a moft vain Infcription, fignity-
ing, The matchlefe King, the Sovereign of the

Jfour Parts of the World,

¢ As to hi¢ Perfon, he is about 50 Years of
Age ; robuft, inured to Fatigue, and has
a very majeftic Prefence,

“ As to his Characer, he alts fo much by
the Rules of Policy, that ’tis hard to fay,
whether the good Qualities that have been
remarked in him proceed from a Principle
of Virtue, He feems to be very liberal, efpe~
cially to hisTroops which he by that means
obliges to obferve an exact Difcipline. He
has been feen to aét with great Magnanimi-
ty upon fome Occafions, efpecially at the
Time of the two Victories which he ob-
tained. over the Turks. He caufed great
Funeral Honours to be paid to the two
Generals in chief, who theiein loft their

* Here the Gentleman feems to have been muf-informed by

the Tus £5, whomortally hate Kou/t Kan

TN If&.‘s:
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Lives, viz. Topal Ofinan and Abdullab Ku-
progli; as heordered the Prifoners he took
¢! on thefe Occafions to be treated with all the
‘¢ Civility poffible.  He has alfo been known
to parform Acions of Equity. He isa
* Man of Wifdom and Penetration ; but reck-
‘¢ oned very artful. He is moreover intem-
‘¢ perate to Excefs, and very much addicted
.« to Women, Wine, and Drams. He has
S an Affetion for the Europeans, and bas a
S great Number of them in his Troops,
¢ whom he hasputon much the fame Pay
‘ and Footing as they have in Eurgpe. But
“ he prefers the French before all other Fo-
“ reigners. After he had taken Kifffis, the
¢ Miffionaries who were fettled there, under
% the ProteGion of the Crown of France,
¢ went to wait on him, when he received
:‘ them very friendly, made them fit down
* with him, and told them, that he always
*“ had an extraordinary Friendthip and Ef-
“ teem for their Nation, and a pro-
* found Refpe® for the French Emperor,
“ (a Tide which is eftablithed in the
 Eaft for all Kings) and that all his Sub-
“ jects fhould be treated in Perfia with more
“ Diftin@ion than thofe of any Nation in
% Europe. When the Audience was over,
““ he gave them all the Money he had about
“ him ; and he has fince not only confirmed

“ but enlarged their Privileges.
R 4 % When
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« When Baki Kam, Ambafior fro.v
Kouli Kan, left this Place, he carried wigh
him feveral Mullaks, or Dottors of t}:é
Turkifb Divinity, inorder to confer wih
the Docors of Perfia, on Ways and Mears
for reconciling the Turkyh Se&t of Omar
with the Perfian Se& of Ali; who, the’
both Mahometans, hate each other to fuch a
Degree,that they reproach one another with
being Omar’s Dogs and Al’s Affes. The
Point in View is, to fee if they can unite
the two Partics in fome Degrees of that
Faith, more or lefs, which they place in
the blefled State of Mahomet, and in the Mi-
racles afcribed to him.

“ The Porte had refolved that an Ambaf-
fador fhould have gone with that Minifter,
to ratify the Peace, and recognize Koufi
Kan King of Perfia; but having received
Advice of the Stand that was made againft
him, fince he took that wrong Step in aflum-
ing the Title of King, and being informed
moreover, that the Perfan Malecontents
are {upported by the Ufbeck Tartars, and
that Part of his Army has altwally been
defeated -by the Malegcontents within two
Leagues of Ifpaban, 'tis prefumed, from the
Temper the Porte was in upon the Re-
ceipt of thefe Advices, that the Grand Sig-

+ mor will pot be in violent Hafte to perform

the Terms of the Peace conclyded with
(14 Koy,b_-\
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¥ Kouli Kan, efpecially his Engagement to
“ maintain him on the Throne. On the
" contrary, it is believed, that as the Porte
“ only agreed to the Peace out of a political
£ Neceffity, they will not hefitate much in
“ taking other Meafures, if their Intereft re-
“ quires it.”

But whatever was infinuated at Conflanti-
nople, which occafioned this Gentleman to
write thus dubioufly of ‘the new Sophi’s Af-
fairs, we have Reafon to think that the Turés
rather flattered themfelves with the Hopes of
what they gave out, then really believed it
upon good Foundation ; and their Bebaviour
bad fuch an Efte@ upon Koyli Kau, thathe
wrote a Letter to the Czarina, with freth
Aflurances of his Intention to maintain the
Alliance between the two Crowns, and that
he never would furmith the Grand Signior
with Troops to0 a&t againft her Imperial Ma-
jefty.
3 At the Beginning of the next Year, 1738,
certain Advice came from Gbilan in Perfia,
that there was a perfe Tranquility inall the
interior Parts of the Kingdom; and that the
Sophi had eftablithed fuch good Orders, and
caufed them to be fo punctually obferved, that

e“Merchaats, as well Foreigners as Na-
tives, could travel any where without the
leaft Danger. Plenty reigued all over that

o
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vaft Empire, and Provifions were at a ve¥,
moderate Price. And all the Inhabitants of
the Province of Candabar having fubmitted,
it was expected that Myrr 1flan, who con~-
manded in the Capital, would foon bz obliged
to furrender, and acknowledge Schab Nadir
for his lawful Sovereign.

The Perfian could not forget the unfriend-
ly Treatment of the Porte, at a Jun@ure when
they imagined his Authority in Danger: And
by his Manner of Bebaving at this Time, it
was judged he would foon trn his Arms a-
gainft the Turkifb Dominions, in order to
revenge the Infult, and affert fome Claims
which he pretended to have on their Frontiers.
He exprefled the utmoft Diflike of a Peace,
which he faw the Turks would keep no lon-
ger than it fuited them to take the Advan-
tage of a Rupture, It waseven afferted ina
Letter from Ifpaban, that he went fo far, in
the Prefence of the Turkifb Envoy, as to re-
proach and cane his Ambaffador, for havin
figned a difhonourable Peace with the Porte ;
and ordered his Secretary to write to the Sul-
tan, "that he would never make a Peace, but
on the Conditions formerly propofed by
the Great Schab Abbas, and revived in
the late Treaty between them, which
were, to reftore Bggdat, and all the
Conquefts the Turks had from Time to
Time made on the Perfians, and to permit

{hax
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geat both Nations thould have the fame Pri-
vilegesat Mecca: Upon the Refufal of which
Conditions, he would forthwith march to-
yards Conftantinople. Perhaps the high Strains
of this* Meflage are fomewhat above what
were really ufed; but our Foreign Advices at
this Time, about the Mabometan Affairs,
went all in the fame Key, and the Sultan and
the Sophy feemed to bully each other alter-
nately. .

Not long after we had Advice, that the
Sophy had fent Ambafladors to Conffantinsple,
who infifting on a fpeedy Audience of the Sul-
tan, were refufed by the Grand Vizier, unlefs
they would firft communicate their Commif-
fion to him. But being at laft admitted, after
a Divan held on the Occafion, they affured his
Highnefs, that the only Way to keepina good
Underftanding with their Mafter, was to re-
ftore Babylon, and feveral other Places. This
was looked upon as fuch an Infult, that next
Day the Ambaffador’s Palace was furrounded
with Fanizaries: And we were informed
from Peterfburgh about the fame Time, that
the Sophy had renewed the War with the
Turks, and aGually formed the Siege of Tefflis
with 170,000 Men. In thort, every Thing
fegmed to have a martial Afpect in thofe Parts,

But, whatever thefe two Mabometan Powers
might either talk or defign, or even alt, they
were both employed the next Campaign in

very
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very remote Scenes from each other, the ol
againft the Rufflans and Germans in Servia
and Moldavia, the other firft in the Reduc-
tion of Candabar, and next againft the Moy
gul in the Heart of his Territorics, who ha
affifted the People of Candabar, and whom,
in revenge, he intirely reduced to his Obedi-
ence, But as the Tranfa&ions in this laft-
mentioned War are {o lately over, and good
Advices from fuch remote Parts arrive but fel-
dom, we muft be content at prefent with a
lefs perfe@ Account of them than their Impor-
tance feems to deferve.  The great Difficulty
of the Affairis, that we had two Accounts of
almoft every AQion, one from his Enemies
the Turks, the other either from Peterfburgh,
or from EuropeanFaltors in Perfia.

Having reduced Candabar, Schab Nadir
publithed his Manifefto againft the Mogui,
which was couched in Terms of the follow-
ing Import. < My Will tends to remain in
¢t Peace; but the divine Will allots War in
«¢ thefe Parts, by which I fee myfelf engaged
¢ in great Confufion and Alarms. In the
¢ wide Sea of this perifhable World, T feem,
“ as it were, mounted upon the Back of an
<« Alligator, from which I am not without
« Pear of bc'mg over-fet, and going dowr to
t¢ the Bottom.” This was efteemed a vefy™
modeft and humble Picce, according to the

Afatic Tafte of Eloquence.
The.
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he Rapidity with which the Sophy pufh-
et on his Conquefts,was almoft incredible. The
Manifefto mas hardly arrived in thefe Parts,
but it was followed by Advice that he had fub-
dued two great Cities, Cabul and Fullabad,
and paffed over the River Catat with a power-
ful Army. He then entered the City Prfhawr,
and there took up his Quarters, where he had
an Encounter with a very powerful Army,
which he defeated.

When he came to the River Attack, he was
obliged to wait fome Time before he could
get Boats, or furnith himfelf with Materials
to make a Bridge for the Paflage of his Army:
And had the Mogul, at'this Time, liftened
to the Advice of Zechane Kan, Governor of
Labor, who oppofed the Sophy’s Paflage, and
wrote in the moft prefling Terms to his Maf-
ter for Supplies, it was thought a Stop might
have been put to the Tortent of his Succefs,
But at length he pafled over, and from thence
directed his Route to the River Falon, which
he alfo croffed with very fmall Oppofition,
and the Lofs of only a few Men.

It was not long before he arrived at Lakor,
one of the principal Cities of the Empire,
which, after fufiaining a Siege of a few Days,
furrendered, the Governor wanting both Men
:%Money.Thc Bravery of this Commander,
Gowever, had fuch an Effe@t upan theConque-
ror, that he re-iaftated him in his Government;

i
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and at the Requeft of Nafir Kan, preferved.
the Inhabitants of the Place from Plunder, up-
on their making him a Prefent of Jewels and
Money toa great Value.

"The Mogul began now to look about him,
and even to tremble in the Midft of his nume-
rous Guards at Delly.  He gave out Orders for
fommoning together the Nobility, with
300,000 Horfe, to oppofe Schab Nadir. It
was now too late to do this effectually, and the
Perfian Ambaflador'at Petersburgh had certain
Information, by Letters dated at J/paban the
3d of Fuly, 1739, that Nadir had defeated
the Mogul in five pitch’d Battles, in the laft
of which, near Fanapore, he intirely ruined
an Army of 300,0c0 Men, and took a vaft
Booty in Gold, Silver, Diamonds, Pearls, and
other Treafure, which was carried on the
Backs of 4,000 Elephants. It wasadded, that
the Conqueror, upon taking this immenfe
Plunder, difcharged his own Subjeéts of all
Taxes for three Years, and ordered 14,000
Gentlemen into Perfia, with 26,000 Camels,
and 7,000 Elephants, to make their trium-
phant Entry into I/paban.

In a word, that Capital was foon after a
Scene of public Rejoicings, efpecially when
the News came that the Mogul, Trergon
Dagler, Emperor of all Indoflan, was *aken

Prifoner, 'That unfortunate Prince, it feeii..
fell
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tyl at the Feet of the Conqueror, who, from
a Principle 6f Generofity that has few Prece-
dents, not only granted him his Life, buteven
his Throne, upon Condition only that he
fhould pay him an annual Tribute. Bus
having obtained his Liberty, and regained the
Form of Authority, the Monarch who was
lately fo fubmiffive, flattered himfelf with
making Head afrefh, and driving out of his
Empire that Vicor, who had agreed to march
out on fuch moderate Conditions, With this
View, rallying his Troops, he began to furtify
himfelf in the City of Agra : Which ungrate-
ful Behaviour fo provoked the Sophy, that he
then purfoed him as a Kebel. The poor Mo-
gul, unable to put in Practice the Oppofition
he had meditated, was faid to retire with his
Wives and Family beyond the Bay of Bengal:
And Schab Nadir, who had now a juftifiable
Pretence, took Pofleflion of all the Provinces
of Indofian, and the Countries thereon depend-
ing, caufing himfelf to be crowned in the
Capital of Delly. But if this latter Part of the
Relation were ever true, he kept the Crown
he had affumed only till he brought the Ene-
my to Reafon.

I do not infert all the contradi¢tory Ac-
counts of this furprifing Revolution, which
pesfiaps will never be reconciled till Peace is
perfectly re-eftablithed in the two Empires.
If I had taken that Method, I fhould havg

col
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told the Reader, almoft in the fame Pafa-
graph that I recited the above Inftance of
Schak Nadir's Generofity, That that Prince
had fhut up the Mogul and his Prime Minif-
ter in a Caftle, and caufed their Eves to be
put out: That the Inhabitants of Delly mur-
muring at this Cruelty, and beginning to mu-
tiny, the Victor ordered his Army to fall up-
on them, which they did, andin two Days
maffacreed 300,000 People, Men, Women,
and Children. I{héuld alfo have inferted the
Letters from Conflantinople, which told us,
that Schab Nadir made ufe of Treachery as
well as Valour; for finding his Troops di-
minithed by feveral Battles, and a great many
Places flill to reduce, he propofed, in the
Month of March, to give Peace to the Mo-
gul, upon Condition that he fhould yield up
two or three Provinces, and furnith Money
for the Expence of his Retreat. Orne Sadu
Kan, an Indian Nobleman, who had been
bribed by the Perfians, and taken in a fham
Attack, toconceal his Treafon, propofed and
brought about this Treaty. ‘The Mogul then
gave an Entertainment to the Sophy, who
was next to treat in his Turn. Sadu Kan
prevailed on his Prince to go ; but Dinner was
fcarcely over, erc he was feized with his
whole Retinue. The fame Leters metitinn
the Maflacree at Dellis, but reduce the Num-
ber to 200,000. And others, foon after, af-

fured
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fured us, that Schab Nad:r had been killed in
an Engagement with the Bajalaps, a wild
daring Nation, inhabiting the Mountains be-
tween Perfia and Indoflan.

Thefe are the various Reports that have been
fpread of this extraordinary Campaign, which
at this Diftance feems almoft equal to the great-
eft that ever was made. It does not appear,
however, that the Perfian Monarch defizned
any more in it than td® humble his Neigh-
bour, becaufe, according to the beft Accounts
from Perfia, fince the Effufion of Blood has
been over, weare aflured, that o far was he
from ufing fuch Cruelty‘as the laft mentioned
Letters affert, as even togive Peace to his E-
nemy when he had him in his Power, on
Condition of a very inconfiderable Ceffion in
propurtion to the Whole. Indeed, this He-
10’s Thoughts feem direted towards a more
potent Enemy than the Mogul, an Eucmy
practifed in the military Art by their late Wars
with the Europeans. He has not forgot his
Quarrel with them about two Years ago ; and
though he poftponed the Purfuic of it for the
Sake of his late Expedition, yet that Expedi-
tion, agginft the Sovereign of fo extenfive an
Empir#, feems to have been only a Sort of
Exyﬂﬁon in this Warrior, iuft to fecure every
"(hing on the Eaffern Side, while he bends
his whole Force to carry on his favourite Pro-
je& in the Weft. Doubtlefsit is with Viewf

N o
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of being denied, that fince his Return td
Perfia, he has not only renewed his Demand
of a free Paffage for his Subjects to Mecca, but
propofed that pompous Pilgrimage in Perfon,
with a Number of Men that amounts’ rather
to an Army than a Retinue for even the great-
eft of Oriental Monarchs.  What the Event
of all this will be, another Yzar perhaps may
determine,
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SEEERITE I HIB B EEEREER

I. denotes the Firft Volume, II. denotes
the Second. Thele Marks are omit-
ted, when what follows belongs ro
thefame Volume. The Prefaceismark’d
with Capiral Numerals.

A

BAS (Mirza) Son of Solyman, aund
Brother to Schah-Huflein, bis Charalter,

1. Pag. 62. Excluded from the Crown, 64,

Abas I. (Schah) firnamed the Great, whofe Son
be was, and whom be fucceeded, [ufpected by
bis Fgthery puftifies bimfelfy 1.35.  Kuills bis
(ﬁmr, 36.  Propofes to bimfelf to recover
alifbat bad beew taken during the Reigns of
A5 Predeceffors, and performs ity 37. s
look’d wupon as the Reftorer of Perfia, 38.
Makes fome Conguefts i the Turkith Zerri-
toriesy 39. An able Politician, and the firft

Rho fer the Kings of Perfia free, 59. The
T % Means
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Aleans be made ufe of to gain them an abfolyte
Powery 40. Orders the Eyes of his two"
youngeft Sons to be put ont, 41. Afterwards
be put bis eldeft, Mirza-Sefi, to Death , quick-
Iy repents of ity and s fenfibly afflited at it
the Remainder of bis Life, 42. Dies, and
nominates bis Grandfon, and Mirza-Sef’s Son,
20 be bis Succeflory 42. His Maxims about
the Punsfbment of Perfons of all Ranks, 107.
His Policy in keeping up two Fallions in eve~
vy Town of bis Kmgdom, 91. His commen-
dable Care for the Safety of the Roads, 113
Abas 1. (Schah) afcends the Throne, I. 48.
An Order given to deprive bim of bis Sight,
but avoided by the Eunuch who wa: to do it,
48. An ALt of Authorsty and Vigor in bis
Touth, 51. Retakes Candahar from the Mo-
gul, s1.  He openly protelts the Chrifiians in
bis Kingdom, 52. An ACE of Fuftrce in thetr be~
balf,5z. Dics young wethout appornting bzs Suc-
ceffors 53. A Report that be died a Chrifian,
129
Abdulla, Prince of the Usbeks, overcome by
Schah-Abas L. who caus’d bim, together
with bis Brother and three of bis Sons, to be
bebeaded, L 37
Achmet-Aga, an Eunuch, repulfes the Rebels,
and drivee them from the Bridge of Abufabat,
1L 6o. Aditempts to force a Poff of the Re-
belsy, and 15 deferted by the Generar of the
Perfian Army, 86. Is umufily veprimunded
by the Kingy 86 5 poifons bimfelf, and is found
dead. His Cheralter. An Inflance of the
Liberty be took with the King in the Time of
the Famne, 87, &-

Ag
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Achmet, Bzfbaw of Babylon, lays fiege to A~
madan, defeats Prince Thamas’s Troops, and
takes the Town, II. 112  Advances within
three Days March of Upahan. Is obliged to
return to Babylon, 180

Aghvans, the Nation who bave lately conquer'd
Perfia ; thesr Origon, and from whbence thesr
Nameisdersv’d, 1. 137,138 Their Manner cf
Lrving and Drefs, 145. Therr Manner of
fighting and malstary Difcipizne, 149  Are
bumane to therr Prifopers, and vegular i ther
Morals, 82 Therr Crueity and Perfidionfuefs
on a certamn Occafiony, bow punzfbed, 11 €g.
Confult about declaring a Succeffor to Magh-
mud before bzs Deathy, aud wmake choice of
Afzraff bis Coufin-gérman, 153

Agmat, Kimg of Perfia before the Sophis, 15
killed after a Rewgn of fix Months, 1. 11

Akuly, a Town belougig to the Armemans ziz
Perfia, I 110

Aladul, Kwmg of Cappadecia, /fbelters Morat-
Cham, Ie 17. Is defeated by Hmael 1. King

of Perfia, 17
Al, Head of a Sett in Mahometani{mi 70 whzch
the Perfians adbere, I 4

Ali-Merdan-Kan, 7z the Reigin of Schah-Sefi,
delivers up Candahar to the Mogul, aud why,

I. 140
Ali-Merdan-Kan, asotber Lord in the Reign of
ah-Huflein, the greateft General n Per-

ha, 1L 20, Affembles Troops to fuccour 1i-
pahan, which are*worfied 11t bis Abfence by bis
Brother's Foulty 67. His Fidelity to bis
King, 68. His Advantages over the Turks.
He carries with him to the Wars 1o of bis
Qaughters, who fight by bim in Mens Drefs,

181
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181. He is obliged to forjake Prince 'Tha-
mas, and why, 182
Almas Kullar-Aghafy, firff 2Mmifler to Myrr-
Maghmud, 1 what manner ufed by bis Suc-
ceffor 5 bis Death 5 a fine Charaller of this
Aghvan Mnifter, il 157
Alvante, the lajt King of Perfia before the Reign
of the Sophisy defeated and killed by I{macl

I 15
Amadan, a coufiderable City in Perfia, taken
by the Yurks, 1L 142

Aman-Ulla, one of the principal Cheefs of the
Aghvans, zs fent to Casbing I 104.  Is dri-
wen from 1t with great Lofs, 1on. His Preten-
fions agamft Maghmud, be marries a Daugh-
ter of Schah-Huflein, 1 36,137. Leaves Ifpahan
with bis Troopsy aud takes the Crown with
bimy 137. He s purfued by Maghmud, wio
cvertakes bimy and ofter therr Reconcilzation
fends b back to Upahan, 138. He is nar-
rowly watched , an Affrout offeredto b by
Maghmud, and bis Refentmen* of 12, 139.
He 15 fet at Liberty 5 and becomes a fecret E-
semy of Maghmud, and one of the Heads of
a Confprracy formed agamft bim 1n favonr of
Afzraft, 139. He 5 maade Athemat-Doulet
by Maghmud, 167. His immenfe Riches,
whick are confifcated by Afzraff now Kmg. 4
Piece of Knavery of bis towards the ‘Englith
of the Faltory of Ifpahan, 164, 168

Amurat IV. Emperor of the Turks, lofeswhe
greateft Part of bis Army in Perfia, and ho:fy

II. 16

Armenians, bow tranfported into Perfia by Schah-
Abas, 11.39. Sertled at Zulfa wear I{paharm
Privileges granted them by the fame Sc} <

Iy
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Abas, 41, 42. Suffer many Grievances in the
Rergn of Schah-Huflein, 44. Are difarmed
by the Court av the Approach of the Rebels,
46. Are abandoned by the Conrs, and obliged
to treat with the Rebels, 47.  dAre plunder'd
by the Rebels, who bad made them(elves Ma-
fers of Zulfay 51. They refufe to be Media-
tors between the Rebels and the Courty, and
why, 61. They urge the Court to lay bold of
aun Opportunsty to overtbrow the Aghvans,
which mifcarrred through the Treachery of the
Generaly n2. Are i greater Eficem at prefent
in Perfia than any other Natzon, 198
Army, State of that of Maghmud, IT. 1x
Artillery, the Ignorance of the Perfians wm 2t ;
bow many Cannons there were at Hpahan ; and
bow many Shot fired during the Siege, 11. 93.
Aflam-Kan, Lzentenant-General to Prouce Tha-
mas, bnders bis bewng furprized by Afzraff,
1L 175

Afzraff, Confin German to Maghmud; be 7:5
[ufpected by bim during the Srege of I{pahan,
and wherefore, 11 154.  Caft to Prefon by
Maghmud after the Siege of Ilpahan, 153.
Negotrates durmng  bis  Imprifomient  with
Prince ‘Thamas o dethrone Maghmud, 171.
Is taken out of Prifon to Le plac’d upon the
Throne, 155. Forces the Palace of Maghmud,
caufeg his Head to be cut offy® aid all bis
Guallis to be nirflacred, 156. His Diffiiny-

i on bis ajcendmg the Tororey 162, [is
olzcy n the Care be rook «f tle Burial of the
Princes of the Blood, whom Maghmud bad
murder’d, 164. His Humamty tvwards Schah-
Huflein, 165. He drvorces bis Wife to mar-
gy ‘one of the Daughers of that Prince, I?;e-
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Hewanfes ties Marriage, and the Rights of bis
Soir born of that Princefs, to be confirm’d m
a Yreaty with the Porte, 194. He arrefis
all thofe who had confpir’d to place bim on the
Throne 3 puts [ome of them to Death, and con-
fifcates the Efiates of all of them, 166, He
puts bis youngeft Brother’s Eyes outy and con=
Jfines bim to the Haram, 170.  He puts to
death the Twenty-five Perfian Lords whom
Maghmud bad par’d, and under what Pretence,
174. He (ends an Embaffy andPrefents toPrince
Thamas, and apporits an Interview with bim,
with Defign to (urprize bim, 175. He fends
an Embafly to the Porte, 185. Hris Ambaf-
fador 15 at firfk well recerv’d, afterwards re-
Jelted, and whyy 190. His Bebaviour to the
‘Turks fo wduce them to a Peace, 18g. The
Turks declare Har againft buny 190. He
conclndes a Peace with them, 194. H:is Go-
vernment eftablifl’d m Perfia, 199
Athemet-Doulet, Title of the Prime Muifter
of Perfia, 1. 84. Offers to go on the Expedi-
teon to Candahar, after (everal had refus’d it
218. He procuves thatConmnz ffion for bisBrother-
in-Law, 218. The two oppofite Faltions of
the Court combine to ruin bamy 225. Palpable
Slander rais’d againft bim, 226 He is ar-
refied, bis Eyes are put outyand be is tortur’d,
228. His-Relations and Friends are arrefled,
229. His smmenfe Wealth, aud whi: it a-
mounted to, ibid. A4 Council, in which be 15
beard 1n brs Defence 5 the Complatuts af *his
Accufers 5 be qufttfies himffelf agamfp every Ar~
trcle, 232, t0 23 5. Tho” tnocent, yet for Reafons
of State, be is banifli’d to the Caftle of Chiras,
with a large Penfiony, 250. He dies, a:»’
bat -
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bow ; bis Charalter, 252. His illufirious
Birth, 24v. His Relations and Friends are
reftor’d to thesr Liberty and Efiates, 254.
His Sons-in-Law are i uo ways muolcfied,
253.

Athemat-Doulet, Suceeffor to the formery can~
fes the Lofs of the Battel of Giulnabat, 1L
22. In taking the Oath of Allegiance to
Maghmud, when acknowledg’d King, ke fHi-
pulates that be fball not be oblig’d to bear
Arms agamyl Prince 'Thamas. 102

Avarice, A4 juft and fingglar Pufbment of it at
the taking of the City of Chiras, 1I 128.

Aureng-Zeb, Emperor of the Mogul, offers to
lay Siege to Candahary Dut is diverted from

ity I 143.
B

Achtylarians, Pecple that lrve in Tents in
Perfia, I. 97.  Au Account of this Na-
tion s they drive the Turkith Arumy out of

their Camon, II. 180
Balfora, a Town upon the 'Tigris, near the Perfian
Gulph, L 39

Bajazet, Son to Soliman II. 2 Refugee in Per-
fia, is put to death at the Infiance of bis Fa-
ther, I. 28.

Bayfingir, King of Perfia after Julaver, I ¢

Beggajj, a bimd one, finds Means to (ubfift du-
rapg the whole Time of the Famne at fpa-

in, IL g1

Begum, (Mary) Gtandmetber to Schah-Huf-
fein, Begum 15 the Title of the Princeffes
in Perfia, as well as at the Courr of Mogul,

I 128
Eender-
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Bender-Abafli, the Mortality of that Climate ;
an Excusfion made by the Rebels that way,
after the takmg of Chiras, II. 129
Ben-Hpahan, a large Town, 1ts Inhabstants de-
feat the Rebels, and make Reprafals upon therr
Prifonersy 11. no.  Ineste thofe of Hpahan
to revolty, and fally out again® the Rebels to
the Gates of that Cery, 111. They make
therr Peace with the Ulurper Maghmud, 121.
They prove fasthful to bim after the Accotimio=
dation, deliver up to bim General Luft=Ali-
can, and gam bis Covfidence Ly this siportant
Service 122
Berthullah-Effend; fert to Perfia, by the Grand
Signior, to conclude a Peace wsth Alzraff,

I1. 193
Bizarus, Author of the General Hiftory of Per-
fia, as well ancient as modern, I s.

Bridges, four Bridges over the Senderou, a
quarter of a League from Hpahan, 1 37
Bridge of Abufabat, the Aghvans attack 1t un-
fuccefsfully, 11. 6o. They make themfelves
Maflers of 1t, ¢ 65
Bridge of Chiras near Ifpahan, the Aghvans
foon 1ake 1ty and afterwards are beaten from

2t with great Lofs, IL. 59

Buildings, Extravagancies of Schah-Huffein

on this Head, L 125
C.

Achan, (Zown of ) fends Deputies to M¥gh-
mud, and receives bim within its Walls,

I1. 134

Caidar-Mirifes, Third Son ro Thamas Kmg of
Perfia, who declares bim bis Succeffor, 1.
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He is put to death by Order of Uhmael IL
. bis Brother, who is preferr’d before bim, 27
Calaate, what 2t is, 1. 86. How abus’d during

the Reign of Schah-Huffein, 87
Calumny, the Prime Meuifier of Perfia finks un-
der a flagrant one, L 225

Candahar, tbe Capital of the Country of the
Aghvans, 75 gaken by Schah-Abas I, 1. 139
under Sc‘éb-Seﬁ, b1s Succeffor, and bow,
Retaken by Schah-Abas 11. Succeffor to Schahe
Sefi, 143. Fortsfied by Eutopean Engineers
whilfp it belonged to the Mogul, r44. Iis
Situationy and Diftance from lpahan, 145
Carabes, a Perfian Lord, reveuges the Death
_ of Ruftan King of Perfia, I 1x
Casbin, (the City of ) formerly the Capital of
Perfia, II. 104. Receives the Aghvans,
who afterwards are driven ont sf it with great
Lofs, 10§
Chardin, bis Travels in Perfia,  Pref. xviii.
Cheriman, Arut, ome of the richeff Armenians
i Zulfa, plunder’d by the Rebels, IL 52
Cheriman, Manuel, a# Armenian zo whum
Afzraff commatted the Management of bis Nee

gotiations with the Porte, IL 18¢
Chielentar, a Poft that Myrr-Weis beld a¢ Can-
dahar. JSee Kielentar, L1s3

Children of the Perfian Nobility edncated in
Collegesy are maffacred by the® Aghvans,
b I1. 108
Chiras” (Town of ) befieged by the Aghvans,
IE 122. Capualates, apd 15 broke snto du-
ring the Parley and [acked, 128
Chogia-Drak, an Eunuch skilful in the Ars of
Government, fole Direftor of ak Affars m
*he Reign of Schah Solyman, 1 82

" 11 P Goda-
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Codabende (Mahomet) eldefft Brother to Ii-
mael IL. refufes the Crown, 1. 24. Accepts.
of 1t with Reluttancy after the Death of bis
Brother, 28. A prasfe-worthy Prince; the
Canfe of the warious Oprnions concerning bim,
29. Puts to death three of bis Bretbers, 3o0.
Owercomes the 'Turks én [everal Battels, 31.
His Death ; be leaves three Sons, who all
fucceeded bim in their turns the fame Year, 32

Confifcation of Efiates, antiext Cuffoms in Per-
fia velating to t, 1. 1a6. The Method
the Eunnchs made ufe of in the Reign of Schah
Huflein, of converting them to their own Pro-
fit, 108

Cor{chi-Bachi, General of the Corlchis, fent to
arreft the prame Minifter in brs Honfe, 1. 227

Corfchis, or Courtchis, an antient Body of Mi-
litia, powerful in Perfiay till weakew’d by

Schah Abas L. and bis Succeffors, L 40
Chronology of the Revolution, Pref. xv.
Cure, a firange one perforn’d on Efik Aghari by

a Jefuit, Pref. iv.

Curdes, fee Kurdes.
D.

ELY, a Tartar Sultan, who bad fided
with Alzraff againft the Turks, 25 incin-

ded 1 the Treaty of Peace concluded with the
Porte, II. 195
Dergefins, a Nation fettled 1n Perfiay in.ited to
Ipahan zo repeople that City, 11. 115. The
Rank this Nation ar prefent bears in Perfia,
II. 197

Deroga, a fort of Intendant in Perfia, omggf
them in every Town— their Exalticly in
the Reign of Schah Huffein, ‘!Gm
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Deroga, of Hpahan in the fame Reign, made
Money by fettsng Prifoners at Liberty to rob,
L 111. 4 notorions At of Imuflice of hrs,

112
Dervis, a flately Monaflery of Dervizes burit by
Schak Huffein, I 127

Pivan-Beg, or the chief Fuftice in Perfia, L 150.
the Probity and Sincersty of an Aghvan, on
whom this Employment was conferved m the
Reign of Maghmud, I 103

E.

IDAR (Schah) or Aidar, Fatber to
Kmg Umael, the firff who rais’d bis Fa-
mily, X. 7. Hus Doltrme gamns great Credit ;
called Ardevil, and why, 7. Marries the
Daughter of Uffum Caflam King of Perfia, 8.
Is flarn by Order of Ruftan King of Perfia,
1o. His Seft perfecuted after his Death,
1bid.

Englith Fleet affifis Schah Abas the Great in
takmg the Ifle of Ormus from the Portuguef,

L. 245
Englith, knavyfbly dealt with by Aman-Ulﬁa,
IL. 16

Eriftaw, a Title of Difiinttion of the prime No’Z
bility of Georgia, L 150
Efik-Aghafi, one of the chief Officers in Magh-
mud’s Adrmy, IL 116
Efthes; (Queen) ber Tomb, II. 141

Eunuchs, their State and ‘Condition under the
antient Kings of Perfia, 1. 17. Zheir Educa-
tion in the Haram.—The Rifz of their Repu-
tation in the Reign of Schah-Solyman, and
upoi what Qccafion, 81. A Council of Eu-

‘ Pa nuchs
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suchs efiablyf’d in bis Reign, 82. Thesr
Power wncreafes exorbitantly in the Reign of
Schah-Huffein, 83. Inconveniencies of their
great Interef, 85. Their infatiable Avarice,
85. A ridiculous Edilt which they iffue out
to their own Honour, 8o. Divided into two
Factions, of Biack and White, and the Mif~
chiefs arsfing from it to the Government, 99.
They bring the great Men of the Court ander
Subjection, 101. Their Numbers, their vaft
Riches, 124
Excommunication of the Turkith Mufti againft
the Perfians, and of the Szicheliglam or Per-
fian Mufts againft the ‘Turks, L

F.

ACTION, aZ the Cities of Perfia divi-

ded into two Faltiomsy, 1 y1. The like
Drvifion in the Perfian Court, 98. The Bit-
ternefs of thefe two Fattions, 91. The Pols-
cy of the Kngs of Perfia in reeping up thefe
Faltions, 91. The Ulefulne(s of this Prattice,
03. Inconveniencies of this Praltice in the
Roign of Schah-Huffein, 96. The two oppo-
[fite Fattions ar Court jomn to deftroy tbe prime
Minifter, 225
Faltories,* Englith and Dutch, 1+ 1L 139
Famine, an effeltnal Remedy madz ufe of againft
the Famive in the Beginning of tbewReign of
Schah-Solyman, I. 132. Schah-Huffein’s
Care and Liberality in a Time of Famine,
134 A Famane at Hpahan during the Siege,’
and the firft Caufe of it, 1L 88, Its mouthly
mx
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increafe 5 by which they are reduced to eat
buman Flefb, 90. The Number of thofe who
perif’d by that Famne, 92
Farabat, a fumptuous Pleafure-Honfe bluilt by
Schah-Huflein,, a4 League from l{pahan. A4
Sayilg of that Prince concerning this Houfe,
which gives an ldea of 1z, 1. 125. Taken
by the Aghvans, who make it their Camp,
for the better carrymg on the Siege of Ifpa-
ban, IL 37
Yelenk and Pelenk, the diftinguifbing Names of
the two oppofite Fattions mn Perfia, 1. 91
¥etfa, the written Anfwer of the Turkifh Mufti,
2o the Queftrons be is confulted about, 1. 172
Flagella-Kan, General of the Forces of *Prince
Thamas, is beaten by the Turks, before A-
madan, II. 142. Price Thamas affronts
bim, which caufes him to go over to the Agh-

vans, 143

Fleuriau, (Father) bis Memoirs of the Levant-

M ffion, Pref. ix.

Forgers, wveryscommon in Perfia, I. 236

Fredon-Kan, General of Prince Thamas’s Troops,

flies from before the Aghvans, IL 133
G.

Aures, or Giaur, defcended from Ybe ancient
Perfians, favour the Rebels, 11. 11. The
Rank this People at prefens bear in Perfia,

’ 1
Gemelli-Careri, Authot of ‘a Vopage round ;%Z
World. His Account of Perfia not much to
be relied onw, Pref. xviii, xx. Copies a
Mifake of Tavernier's, Ly

P2
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Gengea, (Frince of) betray'd by bis own Bso-
ther, through the Infligation of the Eunuchs,
1 103

Georgia, (Priuces of ) the Order, of their Suc-
ceffion [ubverted by the Eunuchsy 1. 102. The
Kimgs of Perfia beflow Lawnds upon them in
thewr Kingdom, to keep them in a firiéter De-
pendancy, 102
Georgia, (a Woman of ) what fbe attempts to
revenge the Death of ber Husband, 1. 343
Georgians, offer te [uppre(s the Rebels, pro=
w1ded no Perfian Toops be with them ; which
s repéited, 1. 1p0. Myrr-Weis rewards
their Valour, 198
Georgi-Kan, Prince of Georgia, rewvoits from
Perfia ; reduc’d by a Stratagem, 1. 154.* Ob-
tamns bis Pardon, and Re-cflablsfbment. Is
[ent Governor to Candahar, 151. He there
concesves = Mifiraft of Myrr-Wets, fends bam

to Court as a [ufpected Perfon, and vis wsfedd=
wice to the King comcermng bim, 154. He
is affaffinated at Candahar gy Myrr-Weis,
183

Ghilan, a Province of Perfia, lying at the lower
End of the Wefiern Coaft of the Cafpian Sea.
The Mufcovites bave poffe(fed themfelves of it,

I1. 186
Giez, a wery ftrong Caftle three Leagues from
Ifpahan, bow taken, II. 120

Gioz-Tutzak, a Nawme given in Perfia, to thofe
who are warrowly watch’d, sho’ they wre not
Prifoners, 1 158

Giulnabat, 2 large Town four Leagues from H-
pehan, 1L 19. Particulars of the Battel
Sought there, 21

Goa. Schah-Huffein fends 2y Embafly to the
Vice-Roy of Goa, L. 146. An Enterprize

: il
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mifcarries by Schah-Huflein’s Minifiers break-
ing thetr Promife with the Portuguefe, 1. 246
Gofpel, (Red) among the Armenians, what it
is. Maghmud bas recourfe to 1t 1 bis laf?
Sicknefs, II. 150
Governprs of Proviuces and Cities cbngcd too
often in the Reiginof Schah-Huffein, I. 134
Guines, Fatber of Schich-Eidar, axd Grand-
fatber of Imael, firf Kmg of Perfia of the
Houfe of the Sophys . 6

H..

AgieBakir, an Arabian War-Officer, de-
fends the Csty of Chiras when befieg’d by

the Aghvans, II. 13¢. Imprudently probi-
bits Salliesy, and 15 killd i admstting a
Cowvoy into the Place, 127
Baram, is the fame thmg in Perfia, as the Se-
raglio 7w Turkey, L 61. The exceffive Ex-
pences of Schah-Buflein [or the Mamtanance
of bis Haram, 120
Hafarai, (Aghvans of) join to the Aghvans of
Candahar, but of a different Sett, 1. 210
Maghmud forces them to march along with
bim to invade Perfia, 211. Five bundred of
this Nation fiand true to Maghmud to the
laft, and are cur in Pieces by Order of Af-
zraff, IL 159
Hekimbalzi, or the King’s firft Pbyfician, to-
getber with bis chief Moullah, forges a Ca-
lumny to defiroy the chick Mmzﬁer, and com=
paffes bis End, 1. 224. Schah-Huflein dz/-
covers the Fa{[ﬂood of the Accufation, but
dares wot punifb tbe Informers, 253. The
two fame Informers make the King commit
P4 ay
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an egregious Fayht by their Suggeftions agamﬂ
the Prince of Georgiay 26
Hiemfe, (Emir) Eldef Son to Codabende,
[ucceeds bim, and 1s kill’d foon after by bis
Brother Y{mael’s Contrivance I. 33
Hocen, a Feflaval celebrated by the Perfian Re<
bigion in bowour of bim, I g2
Holpital, one built and “maintain'd by Schahs
Buflein, L 131
Huflein (Schah) Son of Solyman, kis Chara-
ctery 1. 62. He is preferr’d to bis Brother
to fucceed Solyman, and why, 63. Forbids
the putting our of bis Bratbers Eyes, ibid.
He at firff probibits the drivking of Wine,
w2. How be himfelf at firf was induced to
drink fome, and becomes very fond of 1t, 7s.
He is wholly goverw'd by the Eunuchs, %6.
His Humanity. A wrong Notion of Clemency
anfilld into bimyy04,105. Keepsbimfeif [but up
in bis Haram, 119. In what be placed bis
Glory, 120. A great Devotee to bis Sel?,
bur wery indulgent to the Chriftians, 128.
His reafoning in bebalf of the Chriftan Re-
lgion, 131. Is impos’d upon by two Infor-
mers, who prevail upon bim to defiroy bis
prime Minifter, 224. Is fenfible of the Ca-
furany, and pardons the two Informers, not da-
vaug to fearch into the Matter, 255. Makes
Propofals’ unadvifedly to Maghmud, IIL 27.
And with equal Indifcretion, rejelis thofe [ent
0 bim by Maghmud, 33. He affronzs Vach-
tanga, Prince of Georgia, I 266. He
coyrts and follicits this Prince, in wain, t0
come tq bis belp during the Siege of Ipahan,
1. 76. He declares to the People bis Refo-
Iuvioy of furrendring bimfelf to the Enemy, 93.
He goes to Farabat, and delivers bimfelf mga
toe
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the Hands of the Longueror, 97.  An Acconnt
of bis Reception at Farabat, and of bis Abdi-
cation, 98. He is wounded in the Hand, in
frriving to [ave two of bis Children from the
Cruelty of Maghmud, 149. Refufes the
Crown which Afzraff makes a Show of offering
to bim, and complarns brtterly of the late Magh-
mud, 163. Is wel nfed by Afzraff, ibid.

L

Acoub, a Courland Carpenter, diflodges the
Rebels frem the Bridge of Chiras before -
pahan, by Cannon-Shot, 1. 6o. - A4 Miflake
in fome Accounts concerning bim, ref. xxi.
Jacup, Son of Uflum-Qaflan, fucceeds him i
the Kingdom of Perfia, 1. 8. Dies by Pozfon
given brm by bis own Wife 5 who, togetber with
their only Son, dies by the {ame Pozfon, 9
Jani-Kan, a violent Aétion of that Lord, and bis
tragical End, L 5o
Ibrahim-Pacha, Favourite of Solyman IL. Empe-
ror of the Turks, who puts bim to death, and
wherefore, I 22
left, a Town ten days March from I{pahan,
on the Road to Candahar. Its Garzfon de-
feats two thoifand Aghvan Recruits, 1. 144.
Attack’d by Maghmud as be wgs advancing
towards Mpahan, and fuccesfully beats him
back, ibid. He befieges it a fecond time, and
is again repuls’d with a great Lofs, 145
Iman-Kouli-Kan, Que of the moft powerful
Lords of Perfia én the Re:gw of Schah-Sefi,
in what Magner ufed by that Prince, I 142
Ifmael, Son of Schih-Eidar; the firf Kumg cf
Perfia of the Race of the Sophys, Predi(ti-
ons of bis Fatber relating to bum, 1. 13

a
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a Cbharalter of 1{mael, and kis Bebaviour in
bis private Life, ibid. His firp Explosts in
Armenia, 14 He comes to'Taugis,then Capital of
Perfia, which receives bim without Refifance,
115. He parfues King Alvante, overcomes
and kilis bim, 16. He defeats Aladul, King
of Cappadocia, 1. He takes Babylon, ibid.
He (ubfues the Georgrans and Tartars, ibid.
He gains a Viitory over the King of Samarcand,
ibid. He wages War fuccesfully with Bajazet
and Seylim, ‘Turkith Emperors, and the Suc-
cefs of thefe Wars, which be maintains wrth-
ont any Lofsy 18. His Death, and bow lowg
be rergi’d, ibid.
Mmael 1L brought cut .of Prifonto be plac’d on
the Throne, 1. 24. Hated by the Nobility of
the Kmgdom. Died, being poifow'd, by bis
own Sifler, 28
Ifmael IIL fuccceds bis Brother, whom bz bad
caufed to be kilied, is bimfelf killed after ba-
ving reigned only a few Montbhs, L 34
Ypahan, the Capstal City of Perfia, frightued:
at the Approach of the Rebels, 11. 18. Sei-
&ed with a Conflernation after the Lofs of the
Battel of Giulnabat, 24. Is invefled on all
Sides, 65. A very great Famine, 88. Sur-
renders to the Aghians, ¢6. Is in danger of
[uffering a [econd Famine, and why, 113
Jews, the Daughters of that Nation are wot ad-
mitted into the Haram, 1. 121. They take
Precedence at prefent in Perfia above the native
Perfians, . . IT1.198
Julaver, Kiug of Perfa, fucceeds Jacup, 1L g

KAGL
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X

AGYARS, good Troops, “commonly em-
ployed to guard the Froutsers of Perha on

the JTurkifh Side, 11 w9. 4 Body of five
bupdrea Kagiars convey Prance Thamas oar of
Mpahan during the Siege, 79, 8o. An indifcreet
Demand of theirs fows a Drvifion in Prmce
Thamas’s Army, 175
Karachirfis, The Appellation of the moft fubtil
Cbeats ix Perfia, . I. 118
Kardelans, ( James Dominic) borp of one of
the beft Families of ZLulfa near pahan, put
to the Rack by the Aghvans, and wherefore 5
bow much Money in Specie the Aghvans found
in his and bis Brotber’s Poffeffion, IL 52
Kafin-Kan, ¢ Perfian Lord poffeffed of an bere-
ditary Priucipalsty in Arabia, faves Magh-
mud when in great Danger, IL 140
Kielenter, or Kelonter, or Kalenter, chief of
sbe Armepian Nation of Zulfa; Privilege of
this Poff IL 41
Kirman, 2 Zown furprized by Maghmud, and
vetaken by Luft-Ali-Kan, 1. 220.  Befieged a4
fecond time by Maghmud, who 7s obliged to
raife the Siege, IL 14
Kifitbafzy, @ Perfian Militia, tley oppofe the
Pretenfions of the Kagiars, II. 176
Kifveran, tbe Xear 1701, fo caked in Perfiay and
wby, I 120
Kiulpekient, a Citg of Perfia, the Inbabitants
wheteof are Armenians, tuken with its Cita-
del in one Day by the Aghvans, II. 133
Kom, 2 Csty where the Burial-place of the Kings
of Perfia is.——Afzrafl fends shither the fo-
tes
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dies of the Prouces of the Blood, whom Magh-
mud bad maffacred: In what manner Yhe Con=
dultor of the Conuvoy is received there, 11.164.
is befieged and taken by the Aghvans, 176
Koftrow-Kan, Prince of Georgia, fent with an
Army agamfi, Myrr-Weis, 15 worfled and
flamn, . 190.  The Caufes of the Mifcarriages
of this Expedition, 191. A Defcription of
this Priuce, 198
Kourouk, 7z Perfia what it is, I 23
Krufinski (Father Jude) Procurator of the Fe-
fusts m Perfia, accompanies the Buifbop of If-
pahan to bzs Audience, who abandous the Care
of brs Negotiation to bim, Pref. i. A Man
of greas Abilities, and eftecmed by Schah-Huf-
fein’s Mintfers, ni. The only Fefust left in
Ifpahan, where be was near peryfbing for Hun-
gery v. Upon what Account be is fent for to
the Aghvan Adrmy, and bis Generofity to bis
Delwverer, iv. Carefs’d by Efin Aghari, vi.
Lived twenty Years at Upahan : Hzs Memoirs
tbe Plan of this Hiftory, 1i. Relates nothing
but what be (aw, or bad from the Minifters of
both Parties, vii
Kullar, (Aghaft) Brotber to the Prince of Geor-
gia, and Son-in-law to the.Athemat-Doulet,
not ucluded in bis Difgrace, L 255
Kurdes, a Pesple inbabiting the Kurdiftan, and
governed by a chief Dependant on Perfia, in-
wolved in the pretended Plot of the prime Mi-
nifter, I 227

L 4
ase

ESGIANS, a People living near Mount
Caucafus on the Weftern Shore of the Caf-
pian Sez, a Tribute Perfia paid them zmdzr
toe
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the Name of Subfidiesy 1. 143. Commit De-
wvaflatsons 1w Perfia upon account of therr not
being paid, 242. Arenear bepg (ubdn’d by
Prince Vachtanga, 265. A falfe Step of the
Perfian Court whereby the Stroke is averted,
268. Therr Pretence for rifing in Arms afai
at ‘the End of three Months, 270. Make @
[udden Incurfion zuto the Province of Szirvan,
and take Szamachi, 2"z
Lorians, a People lrviug in Tents fome Leagues
from Upahan. Why their Enterprizes againf?
the Rebels mifcarry, o L g7
Luft-Ali-Kan, Brother-in- Law to the prime M-
niftery appointed General of the Army which
is ordered againft the Rebels ; bis Charalter,
1. 218. Fasls in his Attempt upon the Ifland
of Mafcata through the Fault of the Minificrs,
219. Retakes the City of Kirman from
Myrr-Maghmud, who bad taken it by Sur-
prize, 221. Lays wafle the Lands belonging
2o the Cours Lords along the Perfian Gulf, and
why, 222. Returns with bis Army to Chi-
ras, and® makes Preparations to go and lay
Siege to Candahar, 223. Is arrefled at Chi-,
ras by an Order from Court, and [ent Prifoner
to Hpahan, 230. Is acknowledged to be in-
wnocent, yet for Reafons of State 15 detaned in
Prifony but bis Efiate is not confifcated, 256.
Riches and Favours beap’d on bim by Magh-
mud, whe bad made bimfelf Mafter of I{pa-
han ; be contsiues farthful to the Royal Fami-
ly, and efcapes our of, Ipahan, 257, Is re-
zaken and delivered up to Maghmud, who cuts
bim to pieces with a Sabre, 259

Machmet,
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M.

ACHMET, of the Nation of the Bol-

voz, one of the Head Officers of the Ars

my, (pared by Afzraff, It 170
Machmet-Kuli-Kan, Prznce of Caket in Geor-
gia, and Som-in-law to the Athemat-Doulet,
not included i bis Difgrace, I 255
Machmet-Wali, Prznce of Hacvufa near Can-
dahar, a Vaffal of Perfia, 1I. 31. Commands
the Army of Perfia jo.ntly weth the Athemat-
Doulet at the Battel of Giulnabat, 1L 2¢.
His daily Allowance, 6o. Is [ufpelted by the
Courty and npon what Accounty 32. Agrees
wrth Maghmud, andsvades ali Opportanities
of beating the Rebels, n3  His Treachery
punsfbed by Maghmud bimfelf, when be became
Mafler of Ifpahan, 101
Maeflum-Beck, Mimifter of Thamas King of
Perfia, procures Hmael, this Kmg’s Son 1o be
imprifon’d, . I 25
Maghmud, (Myrr) fecond Son to Myrr-Weis,
brought up in bis Farber’s Camp, 1 207.
Bebeads bis Uncle, and gets bimfelf chofen
Chief and General of the Aghvans, 208.
Makes War upon the Aghvans of Hafarai,
and forces them to join with bim agamf the
Perfians, 211. Defears the Perfian Army
which is [ent againft bim, and kills the Ge-
nerals, 217. Surprifes the City of Kirman,
is driven out of ity and put to Flight, 220.
He was utterly rumn’d, bad not the Athiemat-
Doulet, and Luft-Ali-Kan feen difgraced,
11. 3. His Preparations for a great Expe-
ditlory 0. Marches in order to lay Siege to
Kirman,
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Kirman, 8. Tbe State of bis Army, 8, &c.
Hrs 11l Succefs at this Siege, and 15 forfaken
by 14000 Mens who return to Candahar, 13
He rasfes the Sicge, and marches towards
Ifpahan, 14. Mms the Bartel of Giulnabat,
23.  Thinks of returning, tho’ Conqueror, 235.
Keeps bis Gronnd through the Court of Perfia’s
Fault, 23. The Negot:ations between Magh-
mud and the Perfian Court come to nothing
by Fanits on both Sides, 35. Lofes bis Re-
putation at bis firff Attack of lpahan, s7.
Attacks the Bridge ofs Abufabat, but 15 re-
pulfed with great Lofs, 6o. Is for remewrng
the Treaty, 61. Has Spies at Court encourage
bimy 62. He refolves to befiege I{pahan, 63.
Forces the Bridge of , Abufabat, aund invefis
the City on all Sidesy 65. Can take it by Fa-
me only, oand why, 94. Receives Schah-
Huflein, wbho refigns the Crown tn bis favour,
98. Makes Examples of thofe who betrayed
tcc Intereft of the King to him, 101. In
what Manner be regulates the Government of
the Kmgdom, 103. Ordersthe greateft Pars
of the Nobilrty, and all the Military Men
that were at Hpahan to be maffacred, 108.
Lofes the greatefp Part of bis Army in an
Expedition, 14. Undertakes the Siege of Jeft,
and after [(uftainmwg great Lofs, [hamefully
mifcarries , 147.  Superflitroufly  retreats
to a [ubterancons Grotto, ibid. Maffacres
the  Princes ;f the Blood in the Ha-
ram, 149 urys delirions in  Sickuefs,
150. The Viclence of bis Difiemper, 152.
His Head cut off éy Order of Afzraff bis
Coufirn German, 186, Charalier of bim,

159
Magi-



XX1V INDE X,

Magiftrates, therr Pxaltions in the Reign of
Schah-Huflein, L r1o
Mahomet-Pacha, a Turkifh General, fent to
fucceed Sinan-Pacha, is defeated 1 Georgia,
L 32

Mary, « Name often affun’d by the Perfian
Ladses, and the Origmn of thts Cuffomy I. 128
Mafcata, an Ifland m the Perfian Guiph. An
Expedition againft this Ifland unfuccefsful by

a Fault of the Perfian Minfiers, who smpuse
it to the Athemat-Doulet, I 219
Melik-Maghmud, 2 Przuce and Vaflal of Perfia,
raifes the Srege of Mefzat, aud afterwards
makes bimfelf Maflar of 1t II. 182
Mefzat, or Meched, a City to which the Per-
fians make a famonsPrigrimage,l.ns. Upon what
Accoant Schah-Abas the Great infiatured this
Pilgrimage, L. 160. Schah-Huflein goes
this Pilgrumage, with a Retimne of Sexty
thoufand Meiry x27. Taken by Melik-Magh-

mud, II. 182
Meter, he Nature of this Poff, which is al-
ways executed by an Eunuch,

Miangi, an Indian, Governor to Maghmud du-
ring bis Minorsty. His Sway in the Council
of the Rebels, 11. 29. He motions an Ad-
wice concerning the Propofals from the Conrt,
which is folow'd, 31. The grear Refpel?
pard bih by Maghmud, Afzraff confifcates
bis Eftatey yet proves more favourable to bim,

169
Militia,  State of the Troops kept on foot by the
Kings of Perfia, 11. 8o

Mogul, (Great) the City of Candahar deli-
wver’d up to bim, 1. 140. Hv lofes ity endea~
ours to retake it, but m vain, 143, Sends

4 an
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ass Ambaffador to demand the Reftitution of if,
181

Money, (Copper) Which the Governors of Pro-
vnces wm Perfia comn in their Governments.
Mifchiefs arafing from this Praffice, 1. 89
Moratcham, Brother to Alvante King of Perfia,
15 defeated by Ilmael, 1. 16., Lofes another
Battel, and flies to tbe Sztltan of ]Egypt, 17
Mordecal, His Tomb, 141
Motherof Myrr-Maghmud, the Fzgurejbe made
at ber Entry into Hpahan, IL 117. In what
Manner treated by Alzraff, 170
Mothers who kil and eat their Children during
the Famine at I{pahan, IL. go
Moullak, or Alnoner to the King, he ruins the
preme Minzfier by a Slander, I 225
Mubatek-Aga, an Ewnuch, how Schah-Solyman
was obliged to bim for the Crown, L 55
Multani, or Multoni, what it is, and the Rank
they bear m Perfia at prefent, II 195
Murfchid-Kuli-Kan, Governor to Schah-Abas
the Great durmg bis Minority, procures bem
the Crown, by murdering lmael I11. 1. 34
Is bimfelf k1l’d by Schah-Abas, after be was
King, for affuming too great Command over
bim, 36
Mufcov:tes, their Conquefts in Perfia, IL. 177
Mufeilim-Sade, a4 famous Perfian Post; An in-
genious Fable of bis compofing, L 119
Muftapha, 2 Turkith Grand-Vizir, is depos’d
ar bis Return from Perfia, and kéls bnlnfelf,
31

Muza-Caim, or Mouﬁ'a-Kalfem, a Defcendans
of Ali, from whom the Famsly of the Sopbv:
pretend 10 be deleended, - 4

Vor. 1L Q Nafackci
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N.

Afackei, or Pechluvan, Nawmes of the

befp Troops among the Aghvans, their
Manner of fighting, I. 149
Nafir-Ulla, # great General in the Aghvans Ar~
my, takes Zulfa, I1. 48. His Expedition
into divers Parts of Perfia, 113. Sent to
befiege Churas, and is kel’d sn the Attempt,
122. His Charalter, 124. A Paralel be-
twexr bim and Afzraffy as to their military
Qualities, 1558
Nations, the Subordination there is among themt
p Perfia, and therr Rank as fettled by Af-
zraffy I. 197
Nobihity, (Perfian) maffacred at I{pahan, by
Order of Maghmud, 1I. 108. Z¥e reman-
ing Few put to death by Afzraff, 174

0.

Learjus miflaken as to the Reigns of Bmir,
Hem{e 2#d H{mael, .

33

Ority (Ifrael) an Armenian, Ambaffador from the
Czar m Perfia, His Adventures, 1. 174
How be obtains tbis Embaffy, ibid. Zbe
Court of Perfia alarm’d at this Embaffy, 175
The Service it was of to Mymr-Weis,
178. Returys, and afterwards dies at Alx
tracan, ibid.
Ofman-Pacha, Commander of the Ortoman
Troops, is kid ar the Siege of 'lI;mris,,

- 379,

Peasa
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P.

E A C E, (Treaty of) concluded betwixs

the Grand-Signior, and Afzraff, 1I. 194
Perfianss Tbe phiegmasick Temper of the Per-
fian Nobilsty, 1. 117.  Indolence of the
Perfians, II. 114. Are at this time degraded
below all the Nations in Perfia, 198
Perfian Guiph, The Aghvans almoft defiroy’d by
& Mortality in an Excurfion they made thither,
129

Pheemomenon, an uncommon one which was feen
at Ipahan in 1721, and was look’d upon as

& Prefage of fome approaching Calamity,

. L 272

Pilgrimage 70 Mecca enjoined by the Mahome-
tan Religion. The Method Schah-Abas the
Great took to draw bis Subjets off {ram ity

. 159.

Portugeze (tbe) affif 'Thamas King of Perfia,
who by theix Means overcomes the Turks in

a great Battsl, 1. 23. Schah-Abas the
Great, by the belp of an Englifh Pleet, takes
the Ifle of Ormus from them, 245
Princes of the Blood, when the Cuffom began
of keeping them fbut up in the Haram, 1. 44,
Pultowa, (Baitel ?’) . 179
Pyrchalim, faves I{mael after the Death of bis
Fatber Schich-Eidar, aud cducates bim in bis
FdMiIJ’, I’ 12

R.

Aders, Patyouls for the Safety of the Highe
ways in Perfia, efablift’d by Schah-Abas
the Great, I 114
Q= Radery
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Radery,the Name of the Toll pard to thewr, 1bid.
Rafi, the Name of a Selt diftsngurfbrng the Fol-

lowers of Al from thofe ¢f Omar, L. 16k
Revolution, a Chonological Series of the chief

Ewents of it, Pref. xv
Reza (Iman) a pretended Saint of ths Sel? of
Aliy worflizp’a at Mefzar, 1. 160

Robberies, the Governors of Towns were anfwer-
able for them before the Rezgn of Schah- Huf-
fein, L 114

Robbers, rare in Perfia before the (a:d Reign,
and wucreafed m his Reign by rhe Tolera-
tion and Connsvance of the Governors, 118

Rofthom-Kan (Mirza) Brother to the Prince of
Georgia, 15 flain at the Battel of Gxulﬁabat,

' . 22

Ruftan, Kmg of Perfia, fucceeds Bayfinger,
L 9. Gets Schich-Eidar affaffinated, 1o.
Is kill’d by Agmat, who fucceeds brau, 1L

S.

A I N-Mirza Son of Sefi-Mirza, aund Son

of Abas the Great, ficceeds bz under the
Name of Sef, I 42
Balmas-Mirza, chsef Din¥fter to Codabende,
renders bis Soi f(ufpelted to humny who 15 con-
vibted of the Siander, and bis Head is citt offy

- 35

Santons, the Priefts among the Aghvans, difirn-
guyl’d from the Lasty by wot cutting their

Hair, I 148
Sanazarli-Kan, Prince of Georgia, a Refugee
11 Mofcovy, 1. 180,
-Sava, a City of Perfia, 1X. 17§

Schahs,
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Schah-Zade, or Sons of Kings, Families that
affsme thrs Tatle. The too great Number of

them venders them contemptille, I 122
Sedre, the Perfian Pontiff, punil’d by Schah-
Abas 1I. and why, L 52

Sefi, (Schah) XKing of Perfia, fucceeds Abas
the Great, was called SaingMirza before be
came to the Crown, 1. 43. Hris Regn ex-
tremely eruely 45. Is poifmed by fome We=
men of the Haram  Orders near forty of them
to be buried alrve, and dees not (pare even bis
own Mother, 46. Lofes Bagdat and Canda-
har, and both by bis own Faulty ibid. Rums
Amurat’s drmy, and bow, 11. 16. Dzes young,
and to what bis Death was attributed, 1. 48

Sefi-Kuli-Kan, bemg appornted to command the
Army agamft the Rebels, refufes it, 1. 214.
His only Son, tho® wery young, is wamed 1 bis
Placey 215. He accompanies bim in this Ex-
peditron, wheresntbeyboth lofe their Livess217

Sefi-Mirza, Eldeft Sonto Schah-Abas the Great,

o put todeath by bis Fatber’s Order, I 42

Sefi-Mirza, Elef Son to Schah-Huflrin, prefers
a private Life to the Crown. Efcapes out of
the Haram, . 1725. The cruel Confequences
of bes Efcape, 1L 149

Seidal, one of the Aghvan Generals, is twice
deferted by Primce Thamas, Il 152, 173

Selim, Emperor of the Turks, makes War with
Ifmael. Ewents of this War, L 17

Sinan-Pacha, Prime Vizzer of Conftantinople,
besng [ent anto Perfia, defipes to berecalied, L3z

Senderou, a Riwer that runs near Ipahan, sts
Water not drinkable for a Tear after tbel;.;'trge,

. 9t

Sobieski, (John IIL) King of Poland, ro what

Degree dreaded in Perfia after vaifing rbe
Qs Siege
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Siege of Vienna. A Saying of Schah-Soly~
man King of Perfia about it, L 130
Solyman (Schah) King of Perfia, fucceeds
Schah Abas IL. bis Fatbery and is obliged to
an Eunuch for ity 1. 55. At firft be was cal-
Jed Sefi; upow what Account be chapged bis
Name for that of Sclyman, sv. He puts one
of bis Sons to death, 1. 6o. Leaves the Eu-
wuchs to name which of bis two Sons fball
fucceed himy 163. Was a worthlefs Prince,
and wvery cruely efpecially when drunk, which
be was very [ubjelt so be, §7. His Death, 58
Solyman IL Emperor of the Turks, zakes Tau-
ris and Babylon, 1, 21. Is defeated by De-
liment, Qeneral of the Perfian Army, 22.
At bis Return to Conftantinople, be puts to
death bis Fawourite Ibrahim Pacha for baving
engaged bim in this War, 22. He renews
the War twelve Tears after bis firfp Excpedi-
tion, 22. Is defeated in a Battel, with the
Lofs of one bundred and thirty thoufand Men,
and is bimfelf wounded, 23
Sons of the Kings of Perfia, in what mannes
educatedy 1. 66. When the Cuftom began of
keeping them fbut up in the Haram,
Dasughters of the Kings of Perfia, their Edu-
cation in the Haram, L. 70
Sophy, a Name given in Europe to the Kings of
Perfia of the Jaft Line that bas reigw'd, 1.1
Sophy, Great-Grandfatber to 1fmael King of
Perfia, aund the firfi of that Family of whons
there is any Knowledge, L 4
Stud-keeper, fucce[sfully dstacks sbe Aghvan
Army, IL 114
Sunny. T%e Name of a Selt diftinguifbing tle
Follgwers of Omar from thofe of Ali, 1. 161
" Syftam
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Syftan, a well fortified Caffle upon the Road from
Candahar to Ifpahan. ‘4 Place of great Im-
portance, and neghecled by the Perfians, 11. 118

Szamachi, the Capstal City of the Prowvince of
Szirvan taken by tbp( Lefgians, I 183

Szicheliglam, the High-Prieft of Perfia, ex=
communicates the ‘Turks, as the Mufti bad ex-
communicated the Peifians, L 17r

T.

T AURIS, at thas time the Capital City
of Perfia, opens 115 Gates to Imael, 1. 15.
Gaken twice by Solyman 11 Emperor of the
Turks, 21, 22. Aff1éted with an Eartbquake,
whereby fourfcore thoufand Souls persfbed,
1. 292, Taken by Storm by the Turks in
1725, aud the great Slaughter there, 1L 179
'Tavernier, His Voyage to Perfia,  Pref, xvij
Tehran, 2 City s Perfia inclofed with good
Wallsy, which is uncommon in that Kingdom,

L 239. Lbe prime Mmifter’s Difgrace fell
out berey, 1. 230, The Trovps of Afzraff um-
[uccefsful intheir Attempt upon this Place,I1.176
Thamas, Son of Ifmael King of Perfia, bow one
muft form a Fudgment of bimy 1. 19. At
whar Age be came to the Crown, 20, Muain-
tains a War againft Solyman Emperor of the
Turks, 21 Maintains another War againft
the fame Emperor, and overcomes bim i &
great Battel, 23. Settles bis Refidence at
Casbin mftead of Taugis, and wherefore, 23.
Dies, and appotuts bis third Son bis Susceffor,
who, bowever, did not fucceed bim, 24
Thamas, tbe third Som of Schah-Huflein,
is taken ont of the Haram, and paffes thrd
the Enemy, wkilff they beficg’d Ifpahan,
Q4 in
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in order to gather together fome Auxiliarics
agamft the Rebels, 11. ng. Is fufpelted of
neglectng to fucconr pahan, aud wherefore, 83.
Unadvzfedly makes War wnpon Vachtanga,
Prince of Georgia, 130. At firff oppreffes
the Armenians ; 25 beaten by them , be regans
themy and they prove very [erviceable to bim,
131. Gawms a great Viflory over the Turks,
and relseves Tauris, which they bad befieged.
This Victory falfly artributed to the Aghvans
in the News-Papers, 141. Beats one of
Maghmud’s Geweralt, 152. Beats bim agaii,
173. Treats with Afzraff whilft be iay im-
prijowd, 171. Is very near bemg [urpriz'd
by Afzraffy 145. Oblig’d to rerire mto Ma-
fandran, wpon a Diflention that arifes mn bis
Army, 176, Grows quste [prritlefs fince the
Treaty concluded between Alzraff and the Porte,
194

‘Thchehel-Setoon, a fately Hall, brrnt in the
Time of Schah-Huflemn, and rebuzir by bim
with move Magnificence, L 126
Timariots # Turkey, 1L §x
Toman,.what 1t 15, and the Valne thereof, xvi1
Tombs of Mordecai and Efther ar Alrinadan,
. 141

Tran{migrations of the Aghvans o Iﬁ)ahan,
‘ . 117

Tributes 7# Perfia, pretty moderate, L. 109.
The Amount of the Tribute commonly paid by
tbe City of Candahar to the Kiugs of Perfia,

. 1
Turks, tbeir Conquefts in Yerfia, in thelate Ige{
volution,IL. 186. Declare War agamft Afzraff,
and upon what Account, 190. ' Their Expedi=
tious againft Aflzraff mifcarry, being twice de-
Jeated
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Feated by Afzraff, 191. Lofe a great Conwcy
which they were [ending to Perfia, thro® the
Black Sea. Tbe Number of Men they loff
an this War. Conclude n Peace wsth Afzraff,

194
U

Achtanga, Prince of Georgia, a fine Saying

of this Prince, 1. 104. Refufes to turn
Mahometan to euzjoy bis Principaitty, and is
bamf’d, 263. Turns Mahometan at laff,
and is remftated im his Primcipalsty, 204.
He is on the Point of deftroyrug the Lelgians,
but is rg/}mmed from t, by an Order from
Courty 267 The haughty Manner of figntfying
this Ovder to bim, and the Qath be made cn
th1s Occafion, 268. Schah-Huflfeinybefieg’d at
Ipahan, fodzcirs him 1 vain to conte to bts
belp, 11 n6. Is chaftis’d for refufing, being
driven out of bis Domintons by the Turks, and
flies to Petersburgh for Refuge, ng
Weis, (Myrr) Father of Myrr-Maghmud, was
the firft Fomenter of the Rebehim. was ruch,
and of a good Family, 1. 149. Idis Poff as
Candahar, 153." The Governor at Candahar
fufpecting bim [ends bim to Court.  An Advice
the Governor gives the King concernsng lbam,
154. His Bebaviour and Xanagement at
the Court of Perfia gains bim the Love of al
the Conrtiersy, 158. QObtains Leave to go &
Piigrimage to Mecca, 162. His political
Views in this Pilgrimage, 165. He propofes
Cafes of Confclence Yo the Doitors of Mecca,
167. The Decsfion thereof favourable to bim,
172. Réturns from Mecca to I{pahan, and
fucreafes bis intereft there, 173. Myrr-
Weis’s Stay at Upahan, in what manner pres

judscial
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gudicial to Perfia, 172. Gets bimfelf [ers
back to Candabar as the Cowrt’s Confidenty 182.
Affaffinates the Governor there, mafucres the
Georgian Troops, and is chofen Prince of
Candahar, 183. Diffembles bis Rebellion,
and deceives the Courty 18%. Qwerthrows an
Army which is [ent againfi bimy 197. Dies
at Candshary, 202. Zbe Advice be gives bis
Countrymen at the Point of Death, 206. His
Brother, Father to Alzraff, fucceeds bim at Can-
dahar, 202. Seeks to come to an Accommo-
dation with Perfia, 205. Is kill’d in bis Bed
éyMaghmud, J$ox to Myrr-Weis, 207
Ulama, 4 Perfian Lord, Brotber-in-law to'Tha-
mas King of Perfia, flies for Refuge to Soly-
man, and iunduces bim to undertake a War
againf Perfia, I 2x

Z.

Eberdeft-Kan, Oune of the Generals of the
Aghvans, bis Origin, IL. 119. Succefs

of bis Expedition in the Neighbourbood of
I{pahany 119. Sent to carry on the Siege of
the City of Chiras, 125. Zakes it by Storm,
128. Is arrefled together with the chief Offi-
cers of the Army by Order of Afzraff. Is
freed and feur to bis Government of Chiras,
and why, 369
Zulfa, a large Town inbabited by Armenlans
soar Upahan, its Extent, II. 42. Is obliged
to treat with the Rebels, 48. Is forc'd to de-
liver up fifty youmg Virgins of the beft Fa-
milies in the Place, and what became of them,
49. Is fack’d by the Rebels, §1. Its Con-
dition very much mended fince the Rewolution,

IL. 198
FI1NTIS
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ton, at the Golden Buck againft
Sz. Dunftan’s Church in Fleetftreet.

FOL IO

1. HE Works of the moft Reverend Dr. Fobn Til-
lotfon, late Lord Archbithop of Cantertury, m
three Vols. containing two hundred fifty-four

Sermons and Difcourfes on feveral Occafions; together with

the Rule of Faith. To which are annexed, Prayers com-

pofed by him for his own Ufe; a Difcourfe to his Servants
before the Sacrament; and a Form of Prayer compofed by
him for the Ufe of King Wiliiam. Together with three

‘Tables to the whole. One of the Texts preach'd ypon;

another of the Places of Scripture occafionally explained s

a third, an Alphabetical Table of Matters. The Ninth E-

dition Price 27 155.

2. The Works of Fobn Locke, Efg; In three Volumes;
containing, § An Eflay on Human Underflanding In
Four Books 3. A Letter to the Right Reyerend Edward
Lord Bithop of Worcefter, concerning fomes Paffages retwe
ting to Mr. Locke’s Efiay of Human Underftanding ; in a
late Difcourfe of his Lordfhip’s in Vindication of xgc Tri-
mty 3. Mr Locke’s Reply to the Right Reverend the
BIKIOP of Worcefier's Anfwer to his Letter. 4. Mr. Locke’s
Reply to the Bithop of Worcefler's Anfwer to his Second
Letter. 5. Some Confiderations of thé Confequences of
the lowering of Interelt, and rafing the Value of Money.
In a Letter fent to a Member of Parliament, 1691. 6. Short
Obfervations on a printed Paper, entitled, For encouraging
the Comnng Silver Money in England, and after for keep-
ing it here 7 Farthes Obfetvations concerning raifing the
VEluc of Money, ¢, 8. Two Treatifes of éovemmcnt.
9. A Letter concerning Toleration. 10. A Second Le-
ter concermr:# Toleration. 11. A Third Letter for
Toleration. To the Author of the Third Letter con-
cerning Toleration. 12, The Reafopablenefs of Chriftia-

nity,
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wty, as deliver’d m the Scriptwes 13 A Vindicatioh of
the Reafomablenefs of Chriftamity, fraim Mr Edward’s Re-
fle@tions 14 A Second Vindication of the Reafonablenefs
of Chritianity 15 Some Thoughts concerning Educa-
tion. 16 A Paraphrafe and Notes on thc Epifties of
St Paul to the Galatians, 1 and II Corinthians, Romans,
and Epbefians. To which is prefix’d, An Effay for the
underftanding of St Pau/’s Epiftles, by confulting St Paul
himfelf 17 Pofthumous Works, zzz 1 Of the Condué
of the Under{tandxng 2 An Examumntion of P Male-
branche’s Opinion of feemg all things m God 3 A Di-
courfe of Miracles 4 Part of a Fourth Letter for Tole-
rition  § Memorrs relating to the Lue of Anthony firft
Farl of Shaftesbury 6 A new Method of a2 Common-
Place-Book, wnitten originally wn French, and tranflated in-
to Englfp. 7 Some fammliar Letters between Mr  Locke
and feveral of his Friends The Thurd Edition. Price
2/ 157 v

3 A Commentary upon the Hiftorical Books of the Old
Tcftament, oiz Genefis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers,
Deuteronomy, Fofeua, Tudges, Ruth, Y Samucl, X1 Samuel,
I Kings, I)I Kings, 1 Chronscles, 11 Chronicles, Ezra,
Nebemiah, Efker By the Right Reverend Father m God,
Dr Stmon Patrick, late Lord Bihop of E/y  In two Vo-
lumes in Folzo To which 1s added a compleat Alphabeti
cal Table Price 2/ 5=

4 The Civil Law in its natural Order; together with
the Publick Law ~ Written in Fremeh by Monfieur Domat,
the late Frezch King's Advocate in the Prefidal Court of
Clermont in Irance i and tranflated into Englyb by Will.am
Straban, L1, D Advocate in Doftors-Commons ~ With ad-
ditional Remarks on fome material Differences between the
Cwvil Law and the Law of England. In two Volumes.
Price 27 zs

5 The Works of Flavius _‘7%49/:1/:, tranflated into Eng-
&b by Sir Roger L'Eftrange, Kt w1z 1 The Antiquities
of the Fewws, In Twenty Books. 2z Theirr Wars with the
Romans, in Seven Books 3 The Life of Fofepbus, writ-
ten by himfelf. 4 His Book agamft Appzan in Defence of
the Antiquities of the Fews, in two Parts. § The Mar-
tyrdom of the Maccabees As alfo, ¢ Phile’s Embafly
rom the Fews at Alexandria wo Cawus Caligula.  All care-
fully revis'd, and compar'd with the 'original Greet, To
which are added, Two Difcourfes, and feveral Remarks
and Obfervations upon Fofepbus. 'Togetwgr with Maps,
§culptures, and accurate Indexes. The Fourth Edition,
with the Addition of a new Map of Palefine, the Tcnlx-

ple
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vlc of Ferufalem, and the Genealogy of Herod the Greaty
taken from Fillalpandus, Reland, &c  Price v/ 7s5. 64
6 The Compleat Geographer or, The Chorography
and Topography of all the known Parts of the Earth  Ta
which 1s premxfgd an Introda¢tion to Geography, and gna-
tural Hiftory of the Earth and the Flements  Contaming
a true and perfe@t Account of, 1 The Sunation, Bounds
and Extent, Climate, Soil, Produétions, Hitory, Trade,
Manufaétures+ The Religion, Manners and Cuttoms of
the People, with the Revolutidhs, Conquefts, and other
Changes of all the Countries on the Earth. 2 The feveral
Provinces that every Kmgdom or State is dwided into.
3 The principal Cities and moft confiderable Towns 1 the
World, the Magnitude, prncipal Buildings, Antiquity,
prefent State, Trade, Hiftory, &fr.  Asalfo thé Situation,
with the Diftance and Bear‘mg from other Towns. Toge-
ther with all Picces of Natural Hitory. The whole con-
tamnmg the Subftance of at leaft an hundred and fifty Books
of modern Fravels, faithfully abftratted and digefted 1nto
local Order, whereby the prefent State of the moft remots
Countries :s tiuly thewn, and the oblolete and fabulous Ac-
counts of former Writers wholly expung’d  To which are
added, Maps of every Country, fawly engraven on Copper
according to the latelt Surveys and newelt Difcoviries, molt
engrav'd by Herman Mo/l. 'The Fomth Edinon  Wherem
the Deicription of Afia, Africa, and America are compos'd
a-new from the Relations of T'ravellers of the belt Reputg,
efpecially fuch as have appear’d within thirty or forty Years
laft pafl lecc 1/ .
7 The Agnquuties of Jtzly  Beig rae Teavels of the
Learned and Reverend Bernard de Mamﬁz.“m, from Pares
through Zraly, i the'Years 1698, and 1699 ~ Contaming,
1. An Account of feveral Anuquues at Fiewne, dries,
Nifmes, and Marfeilles in France: 2 The Delights of Jta-
Jy, viz. Antient Monuments, Libranes, Statues, Pamntings,
Tombs, Infcriptions, Epitaphs, Temples, Monafteries,
Churches, Palaces, and other curious oStruttures, moft of
them unobferv'd by all other Travellers. 3. Colle&ions of
Rarities, wonderful {pbterrancous Paflages and Burial-places,
old Roads, Gates, &, With the Defaiption of a naoble
onument found under Pground at Rome 1n the Year 1702.
Made Engli/t from the Parss Edution of the LatsfQrignal,
adorn’d with Cuts.” The Second Edition, revis'd through-
out with large Improvements and Corrections communica-
tasd by the A#hor tb the Editor Joban Henley, A, M. Prce
187, '

& Morad
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8. Moral Virtue delimeated, in one hundred and three
fhort Ledtures both in Prenck and Ewglip, on the moft im-
portant Points of Morality Each Lefture exemphfied with
a Copper Plate, done by the famous Monfieur Daret, En-
giaver to the late French King.  The Defign of the faid
Plates bemg taken from the Celebrated Gallery of Zemo at
Atbens, Founder of the Stoick Philofophy. The whole re-
commended for the Infruétion of Youth, efpecially thofe
of the higheft Quality The Second Edition  Price 18.s.

9 Biblotbecq Politica: or, AnEnquiry into the ancient
Contftitution of the Eng/ib Government, with refpeét to
the juft Extent of the Regal Power, and the Rights and
Libertres of the Subje@.  Wherein all the chief Argu-
ments both for and aFainR the late Revolution are impartial:
yeprefented and confider’d. In fourteen Dralogues. Col-
ledted out of the beft Anthots, Ancient and Modern.
By Fames Tyrrel, Efg;  The Second Edition.  Price 15 5.

10, Cyclipedia: or, An Univer{al Dictionary of Artsand
Sciences. Contaminﬁ the Definitions of the Terms, and
an Account of the Things fignified thereby, in the feveral
Arts, both Liberal and Mechamcal, and the feveral Sciences,
Human and Divine : the Figures, Kinds, Properties, Pro-
duétions, Preparations and Ufes, of Things Natural and
Artificral: the Rife, Progrefs and State of Things Ecclefi-
aftical, Civil, Military and Commercial; with the feveral
Syfterns, Seéts, Opinions, &e amonE Philofophers, Di-
vines, Mathematicrans, Phyficians, Antiquaries, Criticks,
&rr The whole mtended as a Courfe of ancient and mo-
dern Learning. Counpiled from the beft Autﬁors, Diétio-
maries, jowcnals, Memorrs, Tianfadtions,  Ephemerides,
&gr.in feveral languages. In two Vols. By E. Chambers,
Gent. Price 4/ 155 .

11. Mr Feremy Collier’s Sulpplcmeﬁt and Appendix to
the two Exglip Volumes in Folto, of the Great ggiﬁorical.
Geographical, Genealogical and Poetical Diétionary.  Be-
ing a curious Mifcellany of Sacred and Profane Hiftory,
&gc. Priceof thewwo Vols. 3/, 105,

12. The whale Works of the late Reverend and Learned
Dr.8este. Contaming The Chriftian Life, in Five Parts.
As alfo his feveral Volumes of Difcourfes. In two Vols.
Price 1/, 135

N.B. 72e Cérifiian Life maybecbad frparate.

13 A new Law Ditionary. Containing the whole
Yaw, and the Pradtice th‘crcofr in ity feveral ﬁ'mches By
Giles Jacoby Gent, FPrice 1/, 5.

::,. A New
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14. A New Book of Declarations, Pleadings, Judgments,
and }udicial Writs. With the Entries thereupon. élany of the
fame being upon New Cafes and Statutes in the late Reign.
With various other ufeful and neceflary Entries. Compiled by
Mr. Henry CLaf2, late of Furnevals Inn. And now digelted :
ublith’d for the common Benefit of the Profeflors of fhe
iaw, by Sir Charles Ingleby, Knt. Serjeant at Law.
With a perfe& Table to the Whole. The Second Edition.
Price 1% 107+
15 The Works of the late Reverend and Learned Dr.
aac Barrow, Mafter of Trimty College in Cambridge.
g;:mg all his Englyfp Works. In'three Vols. Publifh’d by
his Grace Dr  Fabn Tillotfen, late Lord Archbithop of Can-
tenbury. Price 2/
16.” The Scripture Chronology demonitrated by Aftrono-
mical Calculations.  Illuftr#ed with ten accurate Maps,

and Twenty Copper Plates, &fr. By Aribur Bedford,
M A. Price1/ 5.

17 The Hiftory of England: or, Memorials of the
EBngiyh Affars, from the fuppofed Expedition of Brute
to this Iflind, to the End of the Reign of King
Fames I By Sir Bu[/lrmfe Whitlocke, Lord Commiflio-
ner of the Great Seal, &¢. Publih'd from the Origimal
Manufcript, by Willsam Penn, Efg; Governor of Penfyl-
wania. 'To which is prefix’d, the Author’s Life, and a
Preface, by Fames Welwoody M D Price 12 1.

18. Sir Orlando Bridgman’s Conveyances. bein

E Selet
Piecedents of Deeds and Inftruments concerming the moft

confiderable tes in England. Drgawn and approved by
that Honougi Perfon in the Tiune of his Prglwee. To

which are adde}, many modrn Precedents, dlawn and peru-
fed by an Emunent and dearned Hand. Wi large Tabl,
and every particulag@ovenant noted m the Margh to whieh
it Irefers. he fifth Edition, wath large Additions. Price
1/. 105
19. An Inftitute of the Laws of England: or, the Laws
of England in their Natural Order, acording to com-
mon Ufe. Publifl’d for the Dire¢tion of Young Beginners,
or Students in the Law; and of others that defire to hage a
eneral Notion of our Common and Statute Laws. In four
gook.s. By Thomas Woed, L.L.D. and"Banifter at Law.
The Féurth Edition, Corspdted. Pricc'l lLz25 Tm

QUARCTO.

f- H ¥/ Works of Mr. William Skakefpear. In

feven Volumes. Collated and Correéted by the

former Edgions, by M. Pope, and Dr. §ewe{{.Price Seven
Guneas, * 2 AVorg
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.2 A Voyage,into the Levaxs: Performed by Command
of the late Frem:h King. Containing the Ancient and Mo~
dern State of the Iflands of the Arechipelage , as alfo of Con~
Santinaple, the Coafts of the Black 82a, Armema, Gerrga,

Frontiers of Perfia, and 4ffza Mmor With Plans of
the principal Towns and Places of Note ;s an Account of
the Genius, Manners, Trade, Religion of the refpettive
People mnhabiting thofe Parts And an Explanation of variety
of Medals and Antique Monuments  Illufirated whth fult
Defcriptions and curious Copper Plates of great Numbers
of uncommon Plants, Animals, §9¢. and feveral Obferva-
tions in Natural Hiftory. By M Tournefirt, of the Royal
Academy of Sciences, Chief Botamuft to the late French
King, ¢&¢ To which1s prefix'd, the Author’s Life, in a
Letter to M Begon. Asalfo, his Elogium, pronounced by
M. Fontenelle, before a Publich Aflenubly ot the Acadeny
of Sciences Adorn’d with an accurate Map of the Au-
thor’s Travels, not in the French Edinon  Done by Mr.
Senex, Intwo Vols  Price 1/ 105

3. A New Ditionary, Spanyh and Eng/sfb, and Eng/sfb
and Spanif; mach more Copigus thin any other hitherto
extant  Layming down the true Etymology of the Words,
with their various Significations, Terms of Arts and S<iences,
Proper Names of Mcn and Women, Surnames of Farniles.
Titles of Honour the Geography of Spaiz and the Wefi-
Jndres, and the principal Plants growing i thofe Parts.
"0 all which are added, vaft Numbers of Proverbs, Phrafes,
and dificult Expreflions, all hterally explain’d, with theiz
Equivalents By Gevtun Fobn Stevens. Ppce 1/ 14

4 WewPhictophical Tranfattions from the Year 1700,
to the Year f_:’:o, abridged nd difpofed ‘under General
Fieads In iwo Volumes Vol » the Mathematical Pa-
~ers.  VOI 1D the Phyfiological Papess By Henry Fones,
M. A. Fellow of King's Coligge Cambridge ~ Price 22




