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THE prcfent '\V:': between 

laic and ~ ran e h~· be.e~ 

by one dafs of Wrl ~ers ta:-: ut 

,unjuft, while 'another, .... i·ais. h , 
, . . 

on grounds of expcdlency a,.d Jll 

crs, howevel, of the latter . a" 

of the furmer defcriptio 

with the lUppofition. th ... 

or {><'lce refred wid! til 

ment; all" thoy . . 
'{"ppofed deten, .... _, 
'. . 
vour of hofti:lities, by a~ . . 
cumfrances under whu. . . ' 
ren' ·txl it au <evil of f 

I . . 

Great 'Britain than peac' 

been; a p'Jfiti<>:n ~·hich 



llongh it i'i ~ert.lJllly ad\·ifc

choofe the lc: /\ y _ .... ! as it 

lfccrtaincd wi iell · . t ~ C 

~ til \. !fs; and as tne au, .,nIC$ 
• • • 

., happen to affociate th!lfd. d. 

nl;~;,n .. ce of peace, !nuft bc J .:ry" 
. , . I 

cd before tPcy CRn even ba.1ance 

li ti c~ which . . re infc~,,1blt from' 

~ extrac.... ~.nrary 'that 3. defence 

I)OJ~L:'1n, whicH, though t1"U~: 

.ct, JUay be d(}~btlu.l in it!, b.p~ 

)ulq not hare p oduced tJ.ni-

'he5;:foTe-. the quefi:ion of .. , 
"h, 'dlaps- a; ldnammity 

'. ;.Ti, \\s try tl--t! 
• • 

on anbther groum:. and 

the Britifh Government 

1'J.ver to JA1"evcn~. rup~ 

If lilit qudlion be de' 

ivc, no further vindication. , 



can br nec.£1\J'y. N.t 
but likcwi!"e in a moral 

our part, "111 .. tlR:n ~ juftl

ever dC" +' ; may be ente~ain 

f .. lnefs .. n ~.)mmencing hoJonJ 
\ . -

mere . ~otiv~s of policy or expedie. 

ratiunal Inan will deny, that . ..:~ is la, 

r<pel 'n unjuft aggrdFJn. It is not : 

·(ne bare circumftancc, 1 ,lat the public (1 

: laration of war proeece. !· I f om the part \ 

}'rance, wl-ich :will warr~nt ,us ~v (ay tr 

Froi.CC Wfl1l tne ~ggrdfor. In \lI~ YoY 1 ?56, 

the gre ... t King o~ Pr~ffi3. '~ec14-' ~ war QU 

Aufrr:a; yeo he was prope·ly ',ot the .;ggrefr 

for, bc~ufc!te had .receiv; : ~rtai. [nfor-

l~at1on tq~t ~ithi~ a fe I~, 1 ; him~ 
1:1£ 'woufil .f.e ?' cd 1 CGn-, . 
jurlaion 7",ith t\11-n~ -, S~~ ,. . . . 
thfn,. t!i.e very fame . ( 'I.\. 

tl . fulljod bas' be",!. jUll) 

thought "f'PIil;abl~ Iik.,~i,l 
" ' . ;.Jatlof.1) Com-"Cotion 



EF'AC'E . 

.!;ainfi Gre~t .Bribin !>n . ' y 17Q3, the I.1nefilOn of 

Jut1: be deter:nl~d by the 
,,9: of the two G('It ~rt'ment~, • • 

) tllat 'declaration: H lth ,ljs 

Ie ~ollo ,ving hiftory has beel ~r~t-
r t co(pmcnccs with 

'( nec at Pi lh.itz, 10 , 

the c' ,ebrated , ,. 
Augu0: .1791; 

.:au(c at that (lrne the: tint coalition 

.. !;ainfi: Fr~nce w,,, in agitation:: and as il 

eontit ..led to the declaration .of war, it 

j:.'OJTlP4(c~ an important period' of. c=ghLeen 

months, ·l..e c\"cnts of which mu~ fihally 

decide the qudlinn, H Who Ykrc tllt ag-

" gre! 

Th, 

s b 

) .. 
;~ , 

:h rol1owinlS we", 
• , h • • r ..... , "I"'.ay. per aps CXPOIC ., 

charge of proli~ily : .. but

tal{ehood is fo bie,H! cJ. 

random reports arc adopt: 
• 

and hifrOTY iudf has 
... en 
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beel alpofr converted into foible, 

appeared abfolutely nece/faryl, in 

enforce cOJwiwon. I have· madt. , 
therefort'"o Ihroughout the whol~~' VI 

adyanct: ._. .1 fingle fad, W __ :I ) .... . 

ing it by ullanfwerable author;ty 

hav ... no only gtOunded this hiftory 0 

thentic documents, but have every v 

pre(ented trote documc lts to the vi. 

the reader_ Further, to y' ; ;t"rve diplc 

ac..curacy as much as pt.1ible_ J h. ";'C 

ntru. quoted French documents in tht 
. ' . 
ginal language. The whole, thert" ("~ 

officil"l repert, in the frrittd! fcnfe. 

As the Moniteur wa!" the nfJlcial 

r.aper during tht" pcriO<.i ."!lh.h this 

comprifes, ana t n~ Lt'fl.I?-fh l ~mfel 

fore, c;,nnot appeal froL":. 

which.! fOOk was, to exan 

ber of' it; £rom Aur,ft 

1703, and to tranf 
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rench politicks had anv refen...lce3 . ' . 
r .indir~a:, to Vreat Britain. 'I' then 

.fe to 'the moll: cel~br.ted 'pub1i

,f !he F Tench repubi!can' Briffot, 

':h~ ... fard, DumOl~ri , .4c. and 
• 

J the two colledions which comain , 

Ivatt corrcfpondence of D l nouriez 

the \ Var Minificr Pac-he and Genc'fctL 

,da" a corrcfroodencc wn,ich, though 

-nerally ku -".u, throw's great light 00 

dc' It fi.lhirCt I have likewife (on-

the M~moirs of the Marqui> 8e . ' . 
• T .ally 1Tolenoal's Defence. ofe'the 

·ants. the: Memoirs of ~ertratld de 
" • 

lie, and the coll.&ion 0.f pieces pub-

dcfP,I\ce of Louis XVI, not witb 
, i " ., 

w of cop)';~' opit.U(;.I f, but of extrac::1, 

1- whic ' 
• 

thy , ·a~Li~",r::. wcr~ compe-
, . .~ 

., Authe.ltic C.,It,fp""d-

.; ~ith the French Miniiler. 

's:"'as affQrded very 11).&

igating ~he rioti \'('$ 



'PltEPAC£. 

bY".lhich the French rulers were .au.. 
in their conduct. towards Great Britain: atll 

it h?s furnifhed. likewife, much v ... 1uablc;· 

formatifln 1n regard to the real rent) 

cntertal ....... .: '.:>y the Britifu vo,{(;cnment on 

the fuojcCt of a war with France. Thefe 

fentime. lts have ~en further developed •. lOt 

only from lis Majdty's fpeeche. and toe 

parliamt>ntary debates, ~ut (rdm the me, 
Jures which were adflpted L~' Mlnifters. and 

which ftand recordf'd either in of'h..'ial noteS 

;I auth ... o::ic journalS. The diplomatic papers 

whi ..:h 'ue quoted in this hi1:ory, are takes. 
• 

partly frolr the Moniteur, and partly from-
• 

the two An'h\lal Regifters: treaties, ' "hether , r( peace, commerce, or aHiante, a.~ quot-

",d from ,the p~c:uratt collection of pro-
• • • 

fufrorM4:rt<hs "Gotting< Var.JI , ot'· .. 
4 .. I I 

works '1Ave been bcfafic..l. ..on{u' 
, . ~ 

the read.. wIn find in t , 

hiftory. 



~RErAC'E .. 

_ 0 the pains which I have, taJe,enJin the 
, . . 

.:arch of,-materials, I have endeavour,a to . . . 
14 a fait/and candid ufe of thc.fJl: r kaye . . . 

~.'1 {fed no document, and' no f'>fl, whic;h . , 
had cdrltc' " .. ith.n my knowledg~ \ .... Jd I P.
lieve- I have overlooked nothing of ir/t~rt-, 
'\n~o', whether favourable or unfa', ourable 

to ,either party; and that what I ~~Yf :f
~rte~, is indifputaQly true, the reader him

fdf will every '"'o .... r!! pfrccive, from the au

~h'orjty. q'.J.oted !n [avocr of each affertion.' 
" . 

Whether r have been guilty of:",,,,,, of 

i11f\ p' m".~t, and !Jave dr~wn falfe condu1!ons 
, ~ 

from true facts, is a matter which. the leader .. . 
will lik.:::wife eau]y determine; as he is put 

• 
in poifeffion of.all thofe premifes w~ich will 

, I' \ 
enable him to j'id~(" or h,imr~lf, and i! ther;", 

,.~ . , in lc~,; dat,l f r of rcchv·ng 'a fulfe' bias. 
• • 

- the Jl. has one. Indc.," it is, 

ce a hifrory Qf two living_ 

lt attaching one's . feI f to 

',0' poffible, he who p4rrdrcs 

TU&h 



{uch i .... di .fere'1ce, m.ufl: be defritute of that 

cnergj". anj of that 1\:Jirit of perttverance, 

whk,h are requifite in the coll~ing p~ d 

the arrang-' 'lg of the materials for an ~rftory. 

VTith regdfH to myfe1f. I hon~1tly ronfefs, 

that I <lm fincercJy attached to the prefent 

Adrninillration, and tha.t 1 take a deci(·erl. 

part wi,h it on the fubjcB: of the fcllowi"g 

hifiory, not on account of any pertona\ con~ 
neaion!:>, for 1 have n·)t the l:onour of being 

a~quainted with an J one of the me.nbers ~( 
it. out l'o.!caufe a full iry,vefl:igatio~. of the 

fubjca: to which th'c foUo#ing hifio!"), Y'~_, 
1ates, bas C0nvinccd me, that not the Britifu 

Minifirv. bu .. the French rulers alon"', were 

lhe ?uthors of the, war. Slrall fit, taking a 

ilecided part, t" ~ £1, afte. "'n ,examination of • • 
the vVhole c:vid.'":lce on bot f1dcs, b t~rr;.~ . . . " 

ed partiality l' If this be al' .u<-l'd ... the deci-

. /ion m' ~ <!Curt of juj~ "e 1l1'ufi hi: par

tial. But:m "hiftorian .Q1u{," have aJread' 

collet:ep his materials,' t.,l' l"e "1. <: begins 



,ii 

compofe his h~ftory ; he muft #lrca",~j therc~. 
f~eJ have formed a decided opinion\~n the . . . . . 
J8(.tlt of thofe materiab .. Confequently. 
, J 
",ve~ \f thro.ughout the whole OC his work 

'J ' 
he appears'mote attached to ont: p4Tty thin 

to another, yet, if he fufpended' hi~' j~d~
~~t till liis colleCtion of data wa~lds c~m-

, , . 
p~te as he ~ould make it, thac fub[~ucnt 

• 
llttaehment can never defe;rve the appella-

f 

cion of prejud:::-c o.r nutiallty. His judg· 

m'ent, irv~eedJ may be erroneous, but fo mat 

the judgment of a m~n who is pt . ."ffdfeJ of 

a fi;oical apathy, or an abColute indiifer-

{'nee. 

That hifrorian alone can properIx be callI , 
cd partial who fits ' li with the dere:mina-. \ . 
": .. n tc ;..Jfiify. It all event f, a partkuiar 

• • 
party; who " ~."~iltgly fup'prdres fa"; and 

tfocumeni.s w1'$~~ are unfa.vClura"'ble to it, , 
n~·thusJ by l-\cfe.nting his, Tea,ders v. ith a 

util.ted pi'a o. -dePTive, th~m ~ the 

P°","&T 
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, • ft", 

power ". (ormi#g\ r ;':!lie ju~gin,enf qT die 
w}.ole. This mht~:Ji~&:·'t·f~~1lqcclt: 

~, ...... ;.' .. ,~" . (J" ~ <. ' ,·.,.!.·,,·fr 
fully pr.B.ifed Luringthc ptii~¥;t war;,' bO'f·' . 

.... , . ~, ,-~ . . 'p';'!0.: , 
at harr', ,ll1d dbroad: for; as ·moG: -·men 

.. "., ~ " -. -' ,,' . ' ;.,:~ 

wapt citl}e:' th:e, lajfur!:~ :01 the" incli:na.t~~ 
" '/~" ,.',,:"; .: .... ---' .,. ' .... , .. ;\' ;'~~1,, ~ , 

or the u":';lorturilty, to':cQll~a fo'r . th~.lI?-fc.l'vel 
. .,.,.... ~' ". ',,, .... :':' '" 

all thoft fads a:o.d"documcnts\";'hlcb .. .are ne~ 
•. ., " .: ',", • .-, ~ " <" , . 

cdr~ry tJr thr formi.ng at 'a Tigh~j}Jdgm(;nt 
. .., .. /. . >:, 

,-a a con';royert":~ point 9f~'~i%,Y:'t~~ '~( 
• .' ~ , ', ' • . ; ~. ",<'V '",," '.' '~ 

fddom aware of the defe<'ti."n'eu,6f thaI 
. ' . " " ~.- " 'j:'" "' " ,.' 

informatiori ~whi.th . an :auth~ ~~i~ks'~[ . .- ,,' (' , '( 

to l?y ... ~· i0re . tI,ern ~ they fliI}cy '+.il'einf~l.v~s 
.... ' ,~ .' d·' _, .'. " 

in p'· .. ~'J~on·~of ,every thing ~~.qUitJ.te~forJhe 
. . . . ' . .. "' .... '. ' , ~. 

iUuftration "9f the filbjeEt, and uet'-_ce., ~ .. 

fO,re, '!' iu(ere~ce diamet;i~Yf~ti:f,to 
that "hich" they woula ·have dedi*cdi' :~a<i 
. ,- ';,, " :l;. _~f' , '-. ' \ . " ,.,-# ~C~" '.1/ 
theyJ#ri el).i 'jed, by • c, 'jpl~, " ~. 

tati;;~''k.the:'w~l~lp;~u,e, td::'';ak~ ~'~ 
'~?:(~ f~ ~ '''i~,.;-'·,., :l' . • .,." ; :'.>4!"r; 

efri~~~~~,?~,-}~~~I¥e .t~~;~ ,~r 
tlle fOllG" "''''' llijlo '')'';lil~\ ;fe\Ili.~"'I. 
.. ~, ; ~ .;" ;~j,,,; ; ,.,~r!"x"r : :'", ,.., . :,:;;~ 
In 'hIS terl'"~tl\epubM ""U ,C1j/)lt;'<!¢\i:l 

nirn 
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.rpine, ~caufG every ~hing w~ic~ ~earS iri 
the leaft unfavGurable to the Briti1h. Go~ern

~·t:nt. has 1:1een already colktlccl with great 

dllig~nce; lias been indufrriouilX lt1fc':)"gattd. 

anq is generally known. Indecd,.had,I ~~n 
r~ohed, ~t all events, to jufiify t1.,'pr~(ent . " 
AaJDiniftration in regard to the ~rigin' of 

tlte war 1 I fhould no where p 'We b'J'ed eyen 

tempted to fupprcfs a fingl~ circwmfrancw, 

""hich. Vt,hen vie\tcd
f 

alone, appears to be . . 
un(a.v&lirablc to it. For in every infiaqce a 

bare c<h.lparifon with the actions of the 

French rulers is fufficient to "indicate the 

meafures "'f .. he- Britifu Goverrment; and 

the Dolly reafon why thefe mcafu..es have 

been thought" exce?tj~nable by ·fol ma~y 
~ '" 

well-mear.ing .,... _JI, has bet 1 the wf!.nt:of 

an.l"f.oricafparaUel betwi~" the, tood"a. 
v • • 

of the FreroJlltrO. Gc vernment on the one-hand, 
• 

and that of tl- e BritiCh Government on the 

thee, reprefe ltirtg in what rnann~T the 

fo.mer 
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formet .leceffarily oc<..woned, and fully juf~ 

tifled, the latter. 

The "i,(ory, now prefented to the Britifh 

puHir , I wrote originally in 'German,· a 

lane;uarr, which a long rcfidence in the 

U aivc~1ty of Leipzig, has rendered as fa:" 

miliart..> me "is my own "A defuc of rdcu· 

,ng my nativC' country from ' the calumnies 

~ of fome German journalifrs, had induced 

me',at the; beginning of the year 1798, when 

thc attentipn of all E'lfope w:ts engaged 

with the threatened invafion of Great Bn~ 

tain J ~ dtaw up a fuort EffffY, :.1 the form 
• of an llpift.1e, to a Ii terary friend ht Wei· 

ri.J3.J, in which I endea"our~d to {hew, that , 
whak-.ver mi...,nt/ bc the ~.Tr':e of "ne import 

I \ ~ ~ \ 

ant •• abll then doubtful ' conflict, the :'l.mc 

• t~ 1t:.J.!' v.UbIilhed ',at .Lcipz\$\ iO~~<.!lllliry J79"J 
und er thethJ~t.ifrop{~C' Ueoerfil nt 'l:ier Politik En 

{a'nds una tnt:hdch'S. 
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,r' 

.T' 

,/ of its origin ,attachedfonly 
• • 

~tance. T~is Eifay was printed in. 'the 

"-~»man M cuty * "for March, 17gs; and, -as the period of the publicltio1! \V very 

unfa.,vourable to the author, ~he eJ!pe&tio~s . 
• 

of. thofe ,w.ho were attached to i:he,~'repch • . ' 

~ c!a~fe being at that time very hig}!" it ~s 
no~to be expected, that thc.f: jodfnalifrs, 

who had aiferted, that the c')alition aga,infl:! 

F~nce in 791, was for\ned by the intrigues.. 
, . 

f tQ.e Britiili Cabinet, that the French rule s 

were folicit~us for rpeace, but that the M;-
" , 

n,ifters of Great Britain, through mere, hatred 

of the 'ne -: r public, had re(oh'ed,, at all 

events, 0. commence hofrilities, ana had fo 

c nfidently rep~ated .thefe a{fertion~ <hiring 

feveral year>;, till' ;t.l length tne 
! ' 

.. 
re r cen~-. 

• I 

d in almofr ever), .part of . ermaJ1j. • and • 

• Der 'leue Tell che Merkur. It is puhlifhed 

ntbly at Weim : and the editor is the celebrated 
, . . 

, land. 

\, 
• 



by 'a w .cr, who had given no proo{sof 

per:ence n political hiftolJ:. The po I 

tion, wli' h. made, efpecially by one 

t~_em, t d er cd me, ther , to biiri 

.. An intimate friend in Leipzig, a ru, in OthCl 

refpeas extr$lely well informe~1 and 1noreQ er 'WeI 

affe~d ~ Great Britain, raid Ide a few ~ODth 
before the pre - t hiftort (ia GenMa) 



: .... PA.CIl'. . . .. . 
the que{lion at ond to an iifue, . laying: 

1lefore the public ali the fads ·ana ~otu
m ·'nts, arranged in hifrori I order, which .. 

• 

c cemed the relative Po iticlf '1If G.reat ' . " 
. 

. in and France, from the rim of the . 
• 

. tion in 1701, to the declatatiun .o( wa~ •• 

gainft Gre'at Britain in Fc;bruary 1193. 

he decifion "Was {oon made : for'1lly work _ 

d' not long a peared, w~ien the firfi: li .. ~.;. -. 

ry re iews in Germany, though the COD-' 

~ry opinion had, till· that time, very gelLe-

ally pre .... aile p:onounced that t~e iritifh , 

GovetDllletlt was completely ~fcu'od .£rom 

he charges which had. been laid to it, and 

that the origin, as well as the continuance 
" 1 • • • • 

the war; mufr be whon aI¥i {oldyafcrib.. _ -
• 

t t d ambition or e Fr~nch:rul- " 
f 

t.~~ourna· ,wh? ~jd {o v.~-, 
• moine Uterator-,leitung, for M~y' 
tb Gotting~ Review (Gottiugifche 

9, No; 106 J ani the analyfis _ 
• • " 



to afl"ume a very nt tone: · be 

longer to direct his inveCli . 
againft t' e E'ritifh Government, but 

tt'med t.hem againft th~ French D~&ry : 
hnd, thouglr a candid acknowledgment 0{ 

his errors \\'as n to be e.xpeaed from a 

mar;>. of his clefcripcon, et vi~y 

acknowledged his inabi,lty to write a 

futation.* 

• Which Mr. Oenz, the moft emineat politi 

_ now in Ger~any, . b.as given · of it in hi· orical 

• Journal (Hiftorifcb~ oumal/ for May 1~. 
{. u:rits f this valuable Journal are alreah bowD 

J 

• EnAland, f the extl;aas .h~ bave bela . 
of it Ul'the rcure itauniqae • 

• 

" tion would aire mere 

it \t~s not ~e .e~ 0 



• • . " , . 
"The work now'pre{ented to e Bribfu 

public, maY, in ne {en{e, be Galled a tranf- ' • • • 
• ,' 'lation, as it was onglIla.t written in Ger-• • • • 

man: but as . it proceeds fro~ , the author ~ 

" bimfelf, it baa an equal daint to ,h.t!tle.of . . 
; an original. In faa, it contain!J.~ot.a lit~.~ . 

tnn1lation, but only ,the f~rAe narrative 

l\ dtawn up in another lang age, an~ fupport- _ 

ed by th ~me do~ ents.' In v' iou~ 
.' . . 

pIa new matter has been added, ans.! fe-

vera alterations have been made i9 the ar-'. rang "ent of the materials. On ~e other . , 
hand, all allufions to German wr.i.ters, with 

fome tner pa«ages, which would have been. 

uninterefting, if not unintelligi'ole, tQ a B '-
itted •• ~ . ~ 

• • 
, . 

iIItDCl1:!dix,'c tainingei ihort frate
" . . 

of.~ attempts ade by Britiili .. 
....... _" ~ •• tb which he ad commenced , . 

11Ull1~' ~ pq>eeed oaly frqm ~ CODfdoufn~s 
iu~iIiCr to con ' them. . •• . . 

GnvP"_- - 't .......... ..---
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3o',remmr t t rt..(tore ace, is for the very 
reafon. th2t it is a mere ap~dix, neee{"" 

farily lefs diffufe : t, though the as are 

co~pre«ed in .. o a, mall compafs, enough is 

gi ven to enable the reader to form a jJ.tft 
opinion 0 the fubjed. Authentic dow-. 
rnents are h( re, likewife, invariably adduced 

in fUPpOl ' of eac fact. 

With great deference {ubmi the whole 

at' Lille, in 

timumce of the 
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but there are tho rands, ~hb ftU afori~ t~ 

them its commenctfNent, and. cenfeq.uently. 

confide them as the Qriginal a~thors of 

every evil, which it has o..:caflOned. If, then:" • 

the following hifrory 1h0uld .conyiqp! thofe . . 
. who frill entertain this noti<lnl that it is ,. . . ... 

. founded in error, the diftrufr, -..lrhich throws .. . 
• a fhackle on national el}ergy, oW:.U be re-

moved, the public burdens ~ill be t.orn~ 

with patience, · frr .... m. the confid ration~ that 

ower of Government to 

pre [e of them; domefric ani-
\. .. 

mouty will ceafe, and the e ortJ of every 

indivi , 'who has not lo~ ,all affe8:ion for 

h' country, will be djre8:ed againft the ' . - . 
French rul~rs, .as. the fole authbr~_ s wel! as. 

prot dOrs, of the pre~en war. . • 
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• 

• 0 

• 
SirfCe the qrft edition of this rk 

)Vas printed off, a propolaI of peace haS at . . . 
length ~en by the F ncb GovePl'l 

ment, oa which lome obfervations are .-
. '. -i~ t~e P.oftfcript to the Appendix, inferted 

in t J>refent edition. , 
M" CN 30, ] 800 • • 

• • • • 
• 

•• • • • • 

• 



• 

---........ ' .... ---
C HAP. I • . 

CONJi'kJrENCE at PjJlnitz: a1Jll t;!opJulI· of 

eat Bt:itain i,.r'!/peC1 10 tpe COIZlitirm ajl . 
• • • . france, in 1791 . _ . - page 3 
• 

• ". C HAP . • 11 • 
• 



, CONTENTS. 

eH AP. IV 

o.Meeting of tlie Britifo Parliatf..mt en the 31ft of 

JOntHJry, 179'2. His Maj(fJy's ~p,ech. Re-. . ; 

'~u8jon of the Britifo F0t:ces, bo.h by.S~a'ttnd 
hy LInd: CeJ!ation of the Treaty. r{ SuM#. 
with Hej[e Cajfol. Abolition of Tfx.~s to the 

annualA"ount o/two hu.ndred ihou/tl!IPl'ounds. 
• p 0 

Fa!/ehood oj Ihe Affertion, that Great Br.itain 
(> 0 (l .o 

lI:UeaeJ in ~rM~ ) 192, to 'what is called the 

TrM'" 'of Pll'}JiIl. MfaJures lakm 01 this TIme 

in Frdnce, for tin Augmentation oj., its Fw-cl'S by 
~ 'I!".. t 

Sea as well a by Land - , p1ge 66 ~ 



• • 
CluMue/in's No1e t~ Lord Grenvi 

• • 
.;,~ "!Jh;eh it 'ZOIJI r'ruef/eJ, ., all Brili./t $t:e 

jells ' mi bl forbiddm #oferrJe tmtl# 

rliln PotJJIr III lYar 'fIJith Fro,,". P. 
• • • Com'p1ionee with this Repejl, ;'{l P~oc/amaJj 

,,/ the Jrwtnlj~fift" of Ma.J. ,Rpu" . . 
C,nduB of tlze Britifo Oabinu page 8 

••• • 
C HAP. VI • 

• • 

• e em '(lltl 

• • 
• c 



C HAP. VIU .• . 
enJati;", productd ;~ Fratzce, by ~he foiling 1" jiv" 

s:.ips of the Line and a few Frigates,( fi,om 

Portfmorlth, to perform naval EV(Jlution.roin t~ cr «) 

ChanTlfl. Prop,ofol made in the NatiotUllo~1f- . 

JmtJ,1y of an immediate Armament of t";f'ty 
( . . 

Ships of the Line. Chauvelin's Letter 10 /lif) 

OfVn Government, containing pqfiti-ue J.11!umnces, 
, (J' 

thlll the Britij/l. Cabfnet iJad,,?to Piews of HoJ-
~ . 

tj/jl). ~ RrJola;tion of the ljational..t1jJembly, that 

Cilawvelin's L(tter wasjafisja8ory, and Ikat a 
i- 0 

naval Annament Wtl.t unnece}rary page 1 Z 

II 

, C HAP. IX.· 

• 

.. 



CHAP. X. 

~/es. Other 1lfl'Val Armamentl in rtlMe 

~ming 9f the Schildt. D.ecree of Ihe 19t~ 0 

ovember, by whi&h A.JftJlance U'OS promiftil I~ • • 
all "Nati01'f' that 'Were willing to 14k up .A. . 
againfl thei,. G entmen. Deputies frrm 1JIer· 

• tain B.ritift Sc-,;eties aplear 01 tiM &,. 0/ t 
F~nch National C01lf)ention, nJ fignifJ thei 

• • 
hlentiotl of rj/ablifoin a Nalwnal C01l'Venii 

, • in G' eat Britain. EncCluragcmml thereto 0 . . " . 
the Pa of the French COm/ention. Mea!u,. . \ . 
taken ill Con'"eouence, mzJ Commttions in Grc ,. ~·l . 

- • • Britain. 1 • • 



U",afinefs produced by tlie Refl'ulirm"tf 
• 

DPet} tlze &heMt. Fllrtlur Alarm in-Greqt Bri-: • 

faUf, -()ccajirme4 ~j fire Deere, o:!c the 1 gth oj 
• • I. 
NO'Vember, ~ Ih, coltcQmitant Mfujures t(lken . 

( 

z,y tile National G.rruention, in Conjunai~n wifh ( 
( 

certain Bl'itifo Societies. Proclamation 0[ ,he 

l'irjt \f Dec~be,., for calling oul the Mi .'tia : 

I :mJ dtZoIher of t"r fame DlJte, for the Mee~~ 
• • Q 

f)f P(lrJiament. $pirited Declaration of the 

'1 Bank s, Me"chant ~ anti other fnhabita~ts of 

the tity of [.,ant/on, it Ftrvov,r of the Conjiitu

" Ij~. Me6tjn~ of P~f1jament, and Speec4/,.0111 
tlze Throne. I Means<-adoptea for the external a' 

well as uztemal Defence of Gt-eal Britqjn. &-

1fd/i()nl 01l"'IUi S;bjefJ. ( page 23~ 
~ 0 

C HAp. XII. 

> 



'. 

• • 
CONTENTS. • , . 

Jf) t 'People :' Great Britam, with BrUfol:s 

fnt~r!,.et4tjon of it. Bardil~'s PrOfOfoJ IQ 

except Great ritain from the Decree Of t . 

19th c( ove ber, reje8ed by tile NallimtJ • . ' 

in tioll- Circul .. r Lefler of he M'!,rme 

~"flJi~i 'i Monge, 10 the Inhabitants of tbe F,mrll 

· Sea~P~ts, to rouJe them to a W ar with G,.~at 
Bri u., and to attempt the · CrJn'lutji of ii..4I- • 

tack on a Briiijb Ship of War /7efore tile iIa,._· 
• b~ur of Brefi. M!./!i n .of 

'. United States of Ame. iea, with Prop 



'. 
• • 

OF 

~; AT. BRITAIN AND F 
, . FB.OM :rHE 

• TIME OF THE CONFERENCE AT PILLNITZ TO 

ARATION OF WAR AGAUfS • 

GREAT BRITAJ. : 
• , • , 

• \ ........ 
• '. 

CHAP.~. • .' . 
• 

• 



< 
( 
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• 

affiftance, had been already folicitea, con- · • 

f-ented to fuppo them. The powers· 'Yhi h 
( 

h d been invited to take par( with the Em-
'( \ 

peror and the KinO' of Pruffia, ~ei:e Spain, 

Ruffia. England, and the principal atlt s of . 
• . ( 

e \Vlarquls de Bouille, tom. ii. p. 133, an Marten's Cl 

ecueil des priocipaux 'fraites, tom. v. p. 35. 

".Leurs Majeftes I'Empereur etde Roi eCPru~e, 
" ayant ente . les aefirs et ks repr' fentations c.e 

r I 

" Monfieur Frererdu' ~oi re France et de S. A. Ie 

'/Comte td'Artois, dcclareJlt conjointement qu'ct t!S 

.. regardent la fi(u~tion ou fe trouve aCl:uellement Ie 

" Roi de' Pnm e conf~e un objet d'un 'interet com ... ". . 
" mun a tous Ies f(hJvel'ains de l' Europe. Ire e pel'ent 0 

" que eet interet ne peut manquer dftCre H!cdnnu par 
r 

"1 puiffances, dont les fccours font recLames, et qu'en 

" CQD~quence eJIes De refuferont pas d'emiJloyer coo-



." 

. CH.I.] a/Great Britain 0_ 
Italy. but' th~ir anfwers did not .arrive till 

a(te~ the Conference at Pillnitz was ende~, 

and the Em ltor was ' returned to ViennL • 

On th th of September, therefore, the 

.• E p or fent for ~he Marquis de BoWne, 
" and a dfeffed him in the following ter. s • 

• " It was not in my power to converfe with • 

" .you· oone on the fub~d:, fot which I 

( had requeft your attendance, hecaufe I 
• . . . 

~' had not receIved t ~ anfwers of the Co s 
• • 

" of Rufij.a, Spain, England, and the pri ! . . . 
• • 

• 

" aaivit' • 
• • "Donne a Pillnitz Ie Z7 Aout, 1791 • • 

•• " Signe, LEOPOL,D. 
• •• FREDERIC GU 

• • 



[CR. I. ( 

efCh~ thty 

Here we have a teftimony,,,whidi' pfaces 

the conduct of the Britifh {;abinet in th , 
~c:ueft f0int of vicw. : The mere circum:-

itance, that its anfwer was net r~eived by 
t 1 r 'v 

Leopold be~ the ueg..nning of SepteJtlber, 
c 

{uffitiently proves, that the Briti1h Ci;lbinet 
e 

toOlulo pat.. in the Conference at Pillnitz:( 3) 
r 
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.. 
o 

of Gt:eat Britain anJ 
f9 

'(Jnce • 

land .thcere Iy to the Emperor': propo{al 

was deeid~dly ~n the negati e, we have ab: 

folut~ proof th' Great Britain llad no con'" 

cern in fth~ co lition then forming agai 

F No one can objeCt in this. inft 

:that th 
.. 

difpatc Lord Grenville [aid; CI Y t}ur Lordfhip flaoul<1 . . 
" take this oppor l1ity to explaill in the moft diffinCl: 

" nd unequivocal rms, that if anI fecret treaty was 

"in faa concluded at th~ in erview at Pillnitz, b -

" tweetl the late Empet'Ol" and the King 0 Pruffi~ • 

" which is, It> fay the leaft, verx doubtful '1\ point of 

"faCt, hi~ at leaft is eel' in, etha! 'Majefty was 

" no pa~t~ to fuch treaty; and n~t only was not then 

" included in i , but has never fince dt rea to 't. 

prized of its contents. The uhlic 

" fue . 
" pa,rty t it; a 
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' I , 
,r 

(\ 

~riance with its proteftati6nst finne th r 

~nfwer ~as given to a queftion pr<?po(ed, ~ot 
t;y the Cout1: of France, b~ by the Court 

Authia. It is true, that. if h~ Britifh ' •. 
(' 

Goyernment had been refolvedo one a war 

~ith France, it would have been c<ij:liiftent·. 
\ 0 0 ~ 

with \ts own iptereft, to conceal (its inten-

tio~s from its future adverfarx: in ki:xg man,-

ner, "fiS the French qovernPJent, at the be-

. ginning of th~ Arfieri 'an war, continued to 

c give th~ Britifh:Ambatrador the moft friendly 

atfuranclsJ even W'teJ; war was :refolvcd o~ 
at Verfailles. r But the Britifh Government • 

o 
could ha,'e rto intcrcfi: in deceivi.ng the Em- . 
~rot: on the contrary, it would l ave been 

~ prejudicial to its own intereft, to· a\fl:}.~ the 

leader of the coaletced powers~ tha4 its poii

tive determination was to pre[ebve a ftrid 
( 

neutrality, had it really intended to join t 

thG ~tiOQ. However, fbould any orie ' 

b tohr.r the. difpofitions of the ' 

t were· friendly tOWBJr& ~rance " 



t '. CH. I.] 

• • or ot, 

.' 

• 

againft F nc 
• 

• 
n~,the~ "cry' ~rong proof of this potition . .. is conta ed in a lettcr written by the 

of eden, datcd 2d of Septembe I J 7Ql, '. to the Marq~is de Bouille. (4) It ap~rs . . ' from this letter tha~ th~ Ki g of Sweden at 

that time intended t embark troo s, which . . 
were to be landed (In the coaft 0 landers: . 

, . . 
but e.was fo far fro·m ex Cting affifi:ance, 

that he ap rehended even u 'on on the 
• 

part of .Eng! d, and faid, it would bl "and 

p~int gaiped, if England remained neutral. ( 

• Hen~e it is. evident that Engillfld no mote 
• 

' 1 • 

( 4) Tl' letter is 
. ~. 

tom. 11. p. 



[CH, I, 

,.-emment not only"tefufed to 
r . 

coalition agaitift ~ran~, (0) but . 
(\ 

C' 

'. ~ 
r t 

(6) If further proof were necetr:;rry, we might quote 

~te'illutl1*'tV of the French themfetves, l'h~ Mini- '(, 
war epartment, in a report d~ivered to 

tlle ational AtrembJy on the 11th ofOao~, 1791, . '- . 
'ch ill the Moniteur of !he 13th of Oaober occu-

'0 

• 

o 



• CR. I.] •• 
• 

.. . . 

• 

in order t celerate the fall of lJrHfot, fuggefted 
. hee se n 1j ret affiance with the EnglQh M· iftry. 
• The th ght was 10 v~l"able to the Anarcbifts, 

• were then j oming into power, that it was ferred 

great vidity; and as this party, at the head of wbich 

was Rob pierre. maintained their authority a • con~ 
1i erable time, it was hrought by degrees . to ge.o 

• neral circulation, without, any. one' Ilnowi~, or ev 

aiking, whenct: it came . . Briff"ot (ii fes CQ mett .. 
• 

p: gs. Pal'iilp 1793) fays: " CalUl)on, craint-il la ~ 

" miere? r~ mien (c' eft'f~di ,hi/an) c et ; il eft, 

• "dans u JlAot' Rim; et c'eft la u1e- reponfe que je 

• • • • 
• 
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r . 
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raid. No;' if th~t was mere diffimuJation, the ]jhec~ • • • tor Barras is likewife attached to the Engliln miniiiry, 
< 

and all his invectives are nothing more ~hart a mctik, 
t' cover his ref?l friendihip. In n~, if another 18th 

of Fru8:idor fuould take place, ~nd tt e fame fate 
r • I 

fhould befall Barras, which he prepareCb f~r his col-
o 

leagues, Barthelemy and Carnot, it womd be~0 ling 

extraordinary to hear Barras decried as an a~e,,() of the .. 

Bn irh MinUter: for it has b.een the fate of tpe French 

rulers, from the beginning of the revolutio to be 
ador~d, while ill power, and to be c.Jumnia ed, when 

fallen.-Laftly in the catalogue 0/ grievances, wit'l 

which the N'ationa<; COli\vel1~oll on the 1ft of Febru

ar!, 1193 t accompanied the" declaration of war againft 

reat Britain, no ~harge whatfoever wa~, laid to the 

Britiih Go't~rRment, pl~iortQ,the loth of Auguft,J19Z. 

See Moniteur 3d Ifeb. 1793. 'Ve may be affured, 

therefore, that the National Convention itfelf was 
I> 0 

confcious of'the Britifh Government'~ having no COIl-

infra coalition againftFtance in 1791. c 

• 
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• • 
• 

• lrifur~aion if the }.Tegroes in the lJIand qf St. 
• • • 

• 

Dam· 'go. Friendly CallduCi of Great rz-

ta n.toward France on this OccqJion: and 
• • 

Ingratitude of the French National Affembly 

to the Britifh Go er en. 
• 

• • 
ow ARD the clpfe of J 

• 
fummer 

. ·of 1 7 Q 1, an infur dion broke out 

among t e negroes of St. D mi.ngo, whic 

was f< drea ful in its effeCts that th French 

in bi nts of the ifland were reduced to a 
• • 

frat of d fpa r. The town of Cape Fran-• «;ais w s furrounded by .a formida Ie army 
• •• • 

of the infurgents; and the inhabitants had 

neither a fufficient 1uanti!y 0 

ammunition to enable t em to defend the -

nor provifions fU~lCll 
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a long 

therefore,. the French colony of 

mingo muft have been fW eve:r loft to 
< ( . c 

(J. ran . but from France itfcrlf, 61] ~ccoun 

of its difiance, {peedy relief was "not to 
.. (J t' 

t; 
( . 

obtained. In this diftrdfed fituation, th 
r \ (' 

Go\ernor of St. Dcnningo fent deputies to 

Lord Effingham, the Governor of JamaiQa., to 
(' 

requcft both provifions and ammunition: andr, 
I' 

Lord Effingham, w,ith ( the confent of Ad-

mh~al Afli~ck, fent imm~dlately two' frigates, , 
the Darhp~ ~lld th~. Blonde, pro ided with 

aIJ neceifari~ , to Cape FrallCiais, and tthird, 

The 

t 
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•• • • • 
• • • • • atds, (1) " bemg affembled on t~e beach, 

u <1ire ed . all their attention towards us, . . , 

• •• 
H and we I nd tl amidli a croud of {peRa-

• 
with uplifted hands and ftrea -

es aye welcome to their delive ers, 

• ; '" for :£i c they onfidcred us, and accla 
• " tions' of ' Vivent les Anglais!' refounded 

. , " from ery arter. The Governor of. St. 

' ~ Domingo waf; at that time the unfor-
• 

"tunatc General an~helande, who h s 
• • 

H fincc pc!iihed on the fcaffold. He did · . , . 
le honour to re 'ci e us on the quay. 

• • • 
" 

H A Commi~tcc of the Colonial Affembly, 

, « accompariic by the Govern~r's' only: (on, 

• 

• • • 
• ., 

• • 
H an am!able and accompliihed youth, had . \ . 

• " beIi ~ attended us on board the Blonde, . • • • 
"and ;\-e were immediately co utl:ed to 

• • 
_ H the a e of t cir meeting. The feene 

~' was ftriking and folemn. The all was 

" fplendidly illurni ated, ~nd' all the merp-

(1) Page 5. 
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" bers a~peared in mourning.( Chair" were' 

~' placed for us within the bar, and f ~ 00-

, ~ vernor hating taken his t~at ,t the right 
I ( 

" hand of the Prefident, the lattw" Th.ddreffed 

t 
• 

" u~ )n an eloquent and affecting oraQiop,oof. 

"'(which the following is as litera~ a ~ranlIa- ~ c 

" tion as the idiom of the two langUages vx-ill 
o 

H a~mit." • 

c 

I " We were not n\ifiaken, Gentlemen, 
<.. • 

0" when we t>laced our confidel!ce in your 
t \. • 

• , generofit"y; but· W6 could hardl¥ nter-
{ 

" tain the hope, that, befide fending us fuc-... 

" cours, you would come in peffon to give 

" us ~nfolation. Generous ifland'ers! hu

(L" manity has operated powerfully tl'y~ur 0 

. • <-

" hearts J.' you hav ielded to the fira emo-
t l 

" tion of your ge rofity" in ther 40 pes of. 

" fnatching us from death" for it is already 
0, • 

too late to fave us from nUfery. What a 

'''' contrafi: betwedl your conduct and t of 

( " 6ther 
( 
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• • 
'" oth r 'na on~ ! (2 ) We will a vail ourfelves . . 
" f .Y ur. benevolence; but the days y01;1 

" preferve to uS! will not be fu cient to m -
• 

" nifeft '0 r g~atitude: our children 1hall • 

it . in remembrance. Regene~ted 

: " Fra e. u!1apprized that f~ch calami ~ s 

" mi hte befall US1 has taken no meafures 

" to pr ed s againft their effects . 

• r 2) What a conrraft, likewife, b, tween the conduct 

, .()f the EngH!h and that ' of tileir own countrym 

While the' northern difil'i of, St. Domingo was i 

t he utmoft want of provifions~ a Fret'l£h ip arrl\'ed 

laden·wi!!!'1 meal, from Bo~\'deall but the captain re

fufed to difpo[e of his cargo, bel'aufe the colonifts 

were unable to pay him ready mone, . On tlli:; fi b

jeC\: a cORiplaint· was. afterwards made in the ational 

A embly, . in which the following letter from St. Do-

• mingo· as read, on the 11 th of January, 1792, "Le • • 
"paroi es du Nord, man uaient de j ubfiftences. 

"Mr. Fo' rnier, ~omman Je Triton ae Bour- · •• • 
" deauK~ refufait de t ournir de la farin 

. " de Bongres, parceqtip. c6ux:ci cpuises n ce mo

"ment ne pouvaient lui payer comptant. En v 

"lu avaient-iff remontre, que p refus de foumir d 

"fa n j llait les expofer aux plus • . Me niteur, . l2th Jan. 1792. 
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fl (Jut your aJ!!ftance we jhould no longer 
t'" r r (". " 

" as a d~cy to an.Y nafton ! . \ 

o 
t)f die. Co- . 

kpial Alfembly is an unanfwera Ie proof, ~ 

that the French were at that time indebted 
(J 

to the friendfhip of the Engliili for"the 'pre~ 

fervation of th9ir valuable colony of St. D6-

They were ;nder obligations like

·wife to the Bridili Government: for the. Go-t " . e 

vernor of Jamaica would not have 'entured 
r . . 
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• • 
• On 1~ 5t;h ~f November the note of too 

Britifh Ambaffador was taken into con-. . 
fIderat'ion by th~ National Ai'embly. (40, 

: The perfqn: ho ever. who fpoke firft, pro
po d neit~r a vote of thanks to the Britifh 
• •• • • 
.Govem~ent, nor even to Lord Effingham~ . 

• •• • but direct. d his whole attention to the itat6 

of the < rfnch colony, till Mr. Dubayet. re-. . . 
minded him of the obligations which they • • 
owed to the gener s Go~ernor of J a.-
maica .. ( 5) Another n mber. of the ~ifem- • 

. , . 
Affairs. H Je crois devoir "'-lustenvoyer line Jettre de • 
u Milol-d ~ffingham, GouverHeur" la Jama"ique, en 

" date du 7th Septembre. Je dois vous l1nnoncer, 
• • • 

" que Ie Roi mo maitre a bien voulu apprfJuv,r fa 
• "conduite 'a tenu Ie Gouverneur, en envoy ant to 

• "le§ fsc~ur~ dont il pouvait fe paffer, pour foutenir • 
• • 
" Ie gouvernem t de.St. Domingue." Moniteur.6th 

ov. l79'. . • • 
• ( 4) T~~ . lole deba~e is co ined in th~ Moniteur, 

&th Nov. 1791. 

. . (5) "V'ous devez jetter vos rega~s fur Ie 

H de M. Effingham, Gouverneur de 1.1 Jamaique:, djpIJ 

.. d' grande nation, qui rival avtq DOllS pottr la 
e. ct libe e. ' dem.mdo-qu'illui ft.lit ."111' 

• "m~ns." • • • 
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bIy, but a perfon of fo little ifnB rt3;ry;e ~hat c 

his nam~ was unknown even to the editor , . 
of the Moniteur, (0) ther. .propofed a V'ote 

of than . to the Britifh. Gbvernrrvent: but 

the, motion was feconded by n~. one in he 
. c. • 

. whole Affembly. Upon this, Mr. Goujon 
(~ r ~ 

moved, that the thanks of the cAffembly 

lhould be voted neither to the Br' tivh Go-
o • 

vernment, nor to the Governor of J amai<t,a, 
It 

but to the Britifh 'Nat~on (7): and this mo-

, tion parred, with onl] the foHowing amend

ment :' that Lord El!ingham~ as' a member 
. 0 

of the Britifh 1 ation, was namea m par-

( 

(6) This appears from the circumftanc.::, that after 

t' Mr. a mere line is pl~ced, inftead of a name. . 

(7) Je dcrtlunde qu'il foit vote,des rrmerci~e.ns, non 

pas au Gt'uvemeur, n pas au Gouverne1'nent An-

glais, mais a la Nation Anglai[~. ,. 

(8) Mr. Ie PrUident. La motion eft faite; a vo

er CI~ ~remercimens a la nation Anglaiie, et en . 

utier a Mr. Effingluom, GOUNenteur de la Ja-



• • • 
• ca, II.]. of Great Britain and F1 . nee. • 51 

• T.hisefrra e • be'haviour of die National 
" 

Aff<:mhly V!as no meam calculated to . 

pro'mote that friendfhip with e Britifu· 

: ' GovernmJnt, of which they had jufi: re-
• 

• 

" 

~ei e~ [~ il:riking a proof. It was not 0 1y 

!ibfurd ank a w.h~le nation for an aa: .. 

in which erely the Government, the Go-

vernor of.Jama~ca, and a few individuals ,in 

th t ifland had t en part, but it was un-
• 

grateful and affrontin to "rejeCt the thank 
• which were propofed, and were really .due " 

, , 
to the Government of r t Brit~in " The 

• • 
objeCt, however, which thr..I. ational Affem-. 
bly had in vi w, admits of 110 ou t; ana 

• we may afely conclude, that the f, em 

which,. e FTench rulers have fince followed • . 
• 

ith [0 uch uccefs, was at that ' e al-

'ready adop~ed. (g j . -. . 
• 

• • • • 
• • • 



e condU of the atioMl A'1'embly 

,was like ife in another refpea: . highly un

-grateful; t'hr if the Bridfh Miniftry. had 

" penfaient les hommes eclaires, repub\1cains avapt Ie 

" 10. Aout, les hommes qui voulaient'1a liBerre non. 

'( feulement pour Jeur pa.ys, mais pour to e 'Europe ?~ 

" Us croyaient qu'on pouvait l'etahlir pal'ctout, en fou

" /cva1Jt Its adminiJlrfs centre les adminijlmnlJ en fai. 
( 

" rant voir aux peuples Ia facilite let les avantages de 

" ces foulevemcns." Brifl"ot a fe Commettans (Pa is, 
I 

~ay 17~3) p. 81. AM tiat this fyftem was already 

• adoptedC at the ens:l of the. year 1791, appears from If. 
nard1s fPo ~ch in the National Affemhly ~n the 5th.T an. 

l792. In tilis fpeech f~id Ifilard: "VoiciJ'inftant 

~'.qui peut-etre d~it decider a jamais de ~defpotes ~t 
"de natii>ns (- c'eft vous que Ie ciel rUervait a ce 

" gr~ds evenemens: elevez-vOl1S au niveau de vo 
t) 

" defiin6es. And ~ few lines after; " . Eft-il bien 

( • rai qu'un langage national ne ferait ent'tac!u 'dans 

contl'ce? Ah fans doute Ie; Anglai& feraient 
{f, c.. 

" ua ~uplecligne d entendre," Monitcur, 6th Jan. 

792. This lad paftage !hews likewifc thatl!he leader" 

Of the a il1~1 Atremhly even at that tinle directed 

•• on:lo the RWPle of ERgland; who, in con

i'OtMac-' liberty, ere cailUdered as 

b iatripe 

thought 
o 
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• though pro r' to aCt on the fame pol' . 
• 

principle5 oI.l wh' h the Frcnr.h Government • . 
a",qed at the commencement of' the Arne- ' 

riean war,' ~r to' retaliate its unjuft aggref- . 

~on~ .thay might, without the leaft ditJi-

• ~ulty. ~v gained poffefiion of the capit~ 

of St. Dofningo. The French marine was 

then in ii ch a vtuation, that it could I]ot 

h e made the I aft refiftance. Ever fince 
. . 

the year 1780 the Fr ch' failors had beeQ 

in a. continual ftate 0 infllrreCl:ion :., 1 0) • 

. 'd 'f. almoft all the naval ffi rs were iffatt-
• • 

ned, (1 1) . the greatefi. part ot them had ac-

• 
(10) All~he do uments relative to this fubje are 

• cont~ined in .the Memoires Secr¢.ts, pour fervir i l'hif

toire de 'ia derniere anOt!e du regne de Louis X I. 
• Par A. F. trtra d de Molleville, Minift d'Etat a 

cette epoque. (Lon 'es 1'191, tom. iii. 8.) 

.315- ' • • 

.ell) Bertrand de Mollevill (tom. i. po 2.91) fay . 
" Un efprit d'iJ fabordination et de revolte .' • 

"nifefie de I • meJDe daRI lea 

pJufieW'S Tai·~. 

PWMII~ ~i*rI¥ 
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• 
~uitted. ' he {ervice,' an8i ~'n.y ·had • 

Even 'thot~ who were . 
pointed in their ftead returned, almoft to 

l « (\ 
man, their commiffions, as f~ofi as they 

ceived them; (12) and Bertrand de~.iol-: 

ville, at that time Minifier of t~e~·Marine,. 

as himfelf acknowledged, that 'be ihould 
fl 

aye found it difficult at th~ end 6f 1 791 to 

ave found an officer, wh{l would have ;£c

pted the co~mand~fa £hip of war. (13) 

('ages, . infultes par les matelots : auift tous Jes offi

ciers en general etaieflt degputes du f~rvi"e , et je 

crus fermement que Ie Due d'Orleans et Ie Comt~ 
d'Efraing f; ~Qient les feuls d'un rapg diftingue qui 

co·}Jentiraient a fervir, tant qu.e la marine ferait 
~ ( 

foumife a nouveilux reglemens." 

(12) "La dCfobeiifance et !a revolt~ e :ent' nOR 

feu ement toierees, mais enconrlgees elt, regardees 

corrtcne les marques diftinCl'ives du patriotifme: 

auffi, prif'lue to~s les oJIicic'fs m' envQye,'Mt !tun de<. 

mifJioll.i es qu'ils cur""t refU la lettre. par laquelle je 
~ . . 

leur a.nonfais leur promotion." lb. tom. i. p. 278: 

) Tom. i. p. 2g3, he relates the following conver

ti D, whi~ took place at that period between himfeJf 

M. jI1ait,onDe. the War Minifier. "t, jour 
t 

• ) 

) 
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• .B eve if the French marine had been 

in the . heft p~hle cot:ldition, there would 

. have' been no n ceffity for ufin~ force, in~-
der to a comptiili the end; for inhahi-

• • 
t!nts ,pf St" Domingo were fo exafperated - . . 

• againfl- the National A:£fembly, to whofe pro-. . ~ . ~ 

ceeding! they imputed their difafters, ('4) 

• " oil je parlai a~ confeilde ce refus des officiers, M. 

" de Narbonne m:entreprit en ces termes. 

u Quoi I tous lcs offici s nfufint ? c'eft donc a dire, 

" que :Ii nous avions quel qu' inq,uietude r lativemcnt 

" aux difp9fitions de l' Angleterrc, et qu<;,je s'de: 

"Illevtdaffe une fregatte · podr croifer" fur ' nos cOtes, 
• 

" vous ne pourriez la fournir. -

" Ce ne {ont pas les fregatte , q~ no us manquent. 

" repon~s-je: .mais dam ce momcntje jeraiVQrt em-

• ". ban-affe pour trouver un oJJi.cier, quivoulut fo c1la"ge," 

~'d' conlmander une." 

• • 
(11) Edwards' Hifioric urvey of t. omingo • 

• prefa p~ 10. TIl Y ac:ufcd particularly thofe 

bers of the A1rembly who call the.qfe1ves AmM d~ 
T oirs, and whofe condua. as well as the c 

it procuced, Mr. Edwards hal defcrlbed i h. ii 
S aijO rtrand de MoUe~lIe Memuires Secrets, 

• Q4 •• • 



) 

that all th~ c of the wh~tts yre.d)f~fcd 

to RnouRce thelr allegian~ to the .mother 

( ~n~ ft.The black cockade,'; fays Mr. 

Edwtkds, (15) "was univer[~lly'rUbftituted 
... 

'ff in place of the tri-coloured on~, a~d vt'iy 

ct carneft w~ were avowed in a1 cotp.-. 
c • 

" panies, withou't Ccrupk or refrra:nt, that 

H ' the Britifh Adminifrration would:.rlhd an 

H armament to conquer the iiland, or r 
I . • 

"ther to receive oits voluntary {urrender 
• 

,u ~!~m the inhabitanh. " Very earneft ap-

plotion was likew,ife <,made to th~ Britifh 

. Minifiry, that an . armament might('b~ Cent 

to take wtTe'fion of the country: but no 

paid to the folicltatior s of the 

he French Government h d 
( . 



• • of Gretll' En/am ana Prance. 

• thouglft .prCfel to declare war agai~ft Great 

Britain.·( 1 ~) nd this g~nerous con dud. 

hai b~en repaid, on the part of Prance, witl1 

the blackeft ing~atitude. 
:> 
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n • 

CHAP III. 
() 

r 
Other left important Eve1tts, ,;elative ~ a..reat 

. Britain and France, i1t tlfe Year 17Q 1. 

•• o 
, , Ol'f the ' 28th' of'September, 17QI, the 

• - . ~ng of 'France iff'ued a proclamation, . , 
in which he formally notified his acceptanc-e 

~ . 
of the new' conftitution: and he wrote like-

wife' circula'r letters to the diffetent courts of 
(. 

urope, 
" 

the fame purpofe. i1 'he Court 

of Great' Brita' was one of the ':fitt" .. which 
( . ( 

fent an: anfv,cr, and this anfwer (NaS de-
I c 

livered in terms of great tefped. ~1) It may 

be faiA i aced, that anf wers of this kind a~e , 

re matters of form:. )~t, when we con-

• 

• 




