HE prefent wr: between
rain and ¥rap e ha been
by one clafs of writers a5 w
unjuft, while anothcr .iafs. h.
on grounds of cxpcd‘chy a.djn
ers, however, of the latter. as
of the former defcriptio
with the wppofition, tha.
or peace refted with tb
_ment; ahci they
'f..:pp;.)fed detem. ..
vour of hoftilities, by at
cumftances undcr whic -
renr cd it an‘cvd of f
Great 'Bntam than peac
been; a pofition which
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hough it 13 certamnly advife-
choofe the lefs, y_cyas it
certained wlich - "t ¢

o Ui, +f5; and as the cau aaucs
happt:n to aflociate the lfch 3,
ma?ﬁmuc of peace, muﬁ[I be 3.y’
ed before they can even balance
»itich which_ . re mfcpar,'foi» from-
+ cxtrac-l,n,ar:y'that a defence
po;hlf:n,.whicl'i, though truc

Lt, gnay be doubtflil in its ap-
»uld not have p oduced wni-

cheggfore, the queftion of
b+’ 't'hap} ap unammit_y
Tec ds try thd

on an'othcr groum., and
the Britith Government
awer o p.rcv.cn; . rap-
If 1his queftion be dev
ive, no furt l{;p vindication

»
~an
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can br neceffary. Net

but likewie in a motal

our part, vl thtn :bcjuﬁ;.

ever dot’ : may be entertain

frlnefs . \.Jmmcncihg ho.ai

mere "aotives of policy or expedie,
rativnal man will deny, that 51 is I

repel an unjuft aggreffion. It is not :

the bare circumftance, 1 aat the public a
claration of war proceed > T.om the part «
France, which will warrant as to fay th
Frai.ce was tne dggrefior. In the year 1756,
the great King of Pruffia gecla’ . war on
Auftr.a; ye. he was prope'ly 1ot the ::ggrcff
for, becaufc he had receiv: -artai. wnfor-

1}1ation that iwithir' afe ke 1 2 him-
?“'h" Wm,xid fe 2+ ed 1 con-
jud&mn wn:h HaTa -, Sin-

t’m;n, (e very fame e
tt  fubjedt bas been ﬁlily
thought appltt:able likestvif
\Tatmr 4 Convention
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rainft Gregt \Britzin on

y 1793, the qucﬂit;n of

wit be deterr’nfr;:ed by the

&t of the two Gof “m'ments,

) Laat ‘déclaratio‘n.' ve ith ¢hys

e follo ving hiftory has beer’ writ-

[t w&nmcnccs with the o chrated

(nce at Px]hntz, in Auguft 1,-91
caufe at that cme the firft coaht:on
zainft ¥rance wes in agitatioq : and as 1t
contir ued to the declaration.of war, it
gomp;,jf'q an important period’ of, c'ghieen
months, e events o.f which muf? finally
decide the qucition, « Who were the ag-

“ gres g’
brc. el

The ch following work
s b 3, may. perhaps cxp@fc
charge of prolixity : bute

falfehood is fo blen( &

random reports are adopt*

and hiftory itself has

en
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beer algnoﬁ converted into fdble,
appeared abfolutely neceffary, in
enforce conviction. I have made
therefore. throughout the whoit?:‘ W
advance ... 2 fingle fact, w..u e

ing it by unanfwerable authority
have no only grounded this hiftory o
thentic documents, but have cvery v
prefented thore documeits to the vi
the reader. Further, to p- :lerve diplc
accuracy as much as pofible. T hove
nerzl quoted French documents in th
‘gindl language. The ’who.lc, there ™
officigd repcrt, in the ftricteft fenfe.

As the Moniteur was the official
paper during the periou wivih this
comprifes, &na rng french U emfel
fore, c~anot appeal fror-
which 1 ;_;ook was, to exan
ber of'it, from Augnft
1793, and to tranf
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rench politicks had any refercace,
r.indire&, to Great Britain. 1'then
fe to'the moft celebrated pub'h-
»F'th the French rcpubhcan" Briflot,
mhm. fard, Dumonri , xc. and

7 thc two colleétions which contain .
vate correfpondence of Dt nouricz

the War Minifter Pache and Gcne.ml-‘
uda,  a correff ondence which, though
qnerally kucwn, throws great light on
efe t ﬁnhie& I have hkewife con-
thc Mcmmrs of the Marquis 8¢
,dlly (Tolendal’s Defence, ofo the
ants, the Memoirs of Rertrand de
lle, and the colleion of ‘picccs pub-
dcff'ncc of Louis XVI, not with

w of copyip apinio.'s. but of cxtméb-
* whic: the ‘auinors werg anpc-
# . Autheatic Cdnfpm&-

s with the French Minifter,

s; bas afforded very ma-

ig&ting the rgotives
by
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by "./hich the French rulers were adtuc
in their condud@ towards Great Britain : au
it hes furnithed, likewife, much vi huable i-
formation in regard to the real fents

——

1

entertai. > by the Britith Government on
the fuvje& of a war with France., Thefe
{fentime 1ts have bf.:cn further developed, .10t
only from hkis Majefty’s fpeeches and the
parliamentary debates, but from the me
Jures which were adopted Ly Minifters, and
which ftand recorded ecither in ofh.ial notes
X authentic journals. The diplomatic papers
which are quoted in this hi%ory, are taken
partly from the Moniteur, and partly from
the two A;l'rxual Regifters; treaties, " vhether
of pcacc, commerce, or alliance, are quot-
ed from the eccurate collection of pro-
fefor L&ﬁ!‘mﬂs 2t Gnttlnge Var at 3 o™=
works ’:mne been occafict.  ~onfu’

the reader will find in t,

biftory.



?REFACE.

.o the pams which I have_takensn thc
carch of -matcnals, I have endcavourcd to
'1a fau;/and candid ufe of them T have

sery ﬁ’cd no document, and no f~&, which
had comé with.n my knowlcdgv ad I bg-
lieve’ 1 have overlooked nothing of trfnpbrt—
-maa), whether favourable or unfayourable
to cither party; and that what I l_ltgwtc af-
{prtcd_, is indifputably true, the reader him-
felt will every whure pgreeive, from the au-
thonty guoted in favour of each aﬂ't:rtlon

Whether I have been guilty of :grrore of
jndgment, and liave drawn falfe coneluffons
from true facts, 1s a matter which the feader
will likewife eafily determine; as he is put
in pofleffion of all thofe premifes wblch w;ll
enable him to Jnge or him*lf, and i :s thcrcq-

*in le.s dans r oof rectiyng a ﬂxlfc‘bxas

" the 5 has onk. Indcd it is
ce a hiftory of two living.

it attaching one’s felf to

= poffible, he who P&chfcs

fuch
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fuch indj ference, muft be deftitute of that
energy, and of that fpirit of perfeverance,
which are requifite in the collé&ing ad
the arrang'ng of the materials for an hiftory.
With regara to myfelf, I hon=itly confefs,
that [ am fincerely attached to the prefent
Admini*ration, and that 1 take a deciced,
part with it on the fubje& of the followiwug
hiﬁ:or’y, not on account of any perfonal con-
neé&ions, for I have nnt the t:onour of bcing
acquainted with any one of the members nof
it, but becaufe a full inyeftigation of the
fubject? to which the following hiftory re-
lates, has convineed me, that not the Britith
Miniftry, bu. the French rulers alon=, were
the authors of the war. Shall the taking a
decided part, th-a, afte. an examination of
the whalc evidoace on bot ﬁdcs, b tern.
ed j:artmff{ys’ If this be ad .uu~d, the deci-
fion of: é\@ry court of Juh_"c muft be par-
tial. But an hiftorian guuf. have alread

colle€ied his materials,” b, & “e begins
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compofc his hlﬁ:ory ; he muft alrcau\;r,‘ there-
fove, have formed a decided oplmon\ on the"
rofilt of thofe materials. Confcqumtly,
.,vcﬁ J,f throughout the whole of his work
he appcars ‘more attached to onc pdrty thgn
to ahother, yet, if he fufpcndcd hxs} }udg—
@cnt till his colle@ion of data was ks cbm-
pkte as he could make it, thay fubfc.g_umt
attachment can never deferve the appcila;
tion of prejudce or partiakity. His judg-
ment, indeed, may be erroneous, but fo may
the judgment of a man who is poflefled of
a {taical apathy, or an abfolute indiffer-

cnee.

That hiftorian alone can properly be ca].l-
ed partial who féfs - it with the dctermma-—
“an te Hﬁ:xf;, it all events, a parti‘cu‘!ar
party ; who 1. vmgly fupprefles fa&s and
documents wh},[r-n are unfwvouz;éble to it,

nd-thus, by jyefenting his _rca‘ders with a
utilated pi¢t ¢, deprives them of the
powEr
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power ¢. forming g’ “rise _)uégmcnt oT the
v\holc This meth&d has bccn v ¢ e ¥

at hormr » .md d.bmad for. as moﬁ: ;ncn
wart rlthm thc icufurc, of thc mclmatm'n,
or the oﬂoortumty, to r.ollc& fnr thcmﬁ:lvcs
all thofe facts and documcnts w!m:h are ne-
ceffary fur the formmg of 2 nght _}udgmtnt
L a controy cr‘r“d po:nt Of hrﬁwy, thcy are
feldom aware of thc deic&wcriefs'of that
mf'ormatlon "Wthh an. authm‘ t,hmks pmper

to lay > M;rc them ; they fancy fnem{clvcs
in pu. exiion of every thing requifite far tht
:lluﬁratwn *of the fubjed, and ucézce, thctc
fore, an mfercnoe dlame!:ncaﬂy uppuﬁtz to
that which thcy would have dcdumd, had
thcy bten cm: Jicd 'by a npk;ic repmfea—
tatmn ﬂf. thc wholc p:&utc, to mlkb &m:
c{hmatc of the rd’p;éhvc fraarts. Whethcr

in this 'refpe&. the publid wil cafly deter
miin
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mine, becanfe every thing which Ncars in
the leaft unfaveurable to the Britith Goyvern-
“ent, has Been already coll.@ed with great
diligence ; Has been induftrioufly wrehogated,
and is gencfally known. Indeed,<hadel baan
rx_;.folved, at all events, to juftify thtj'prgﬁ:nt
Adminiftration in regard to the ‘\rigins of
the war, I fhould no where bave bilet even
tempted to fupprefs a fingls circamftancs,
which, when v.ricv'tfcdl alone, appears to be
unf}we-ﬁ;ablc toit. Forin every inftagce a
bare cowmiparifon with the aftions of the
French rulers is fufficient to vindicate the
meafures ~f .he Britith Goverrment; and
the ouly reafon why thefe meafuies have
been t.hought exceptionable by Tos -manj:
well-mearing ~_n, has bec 1 the want‘of
anv.h'f.oncaf’ parallel bctwpt‘:n the. %endu&
of the Frenwn Gevernment on the one-hand,
and that of te Bntifh Government on the

ther, reprefeiting in what manner the

fosmer
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former aeceflarily occafioned, and fully juf-
tiqed, the latter.

The hirtory, now prefented to the Britith
public, I wrote originally in German,* a
language, which a long refidence in the
Uaiverlity of Leipzig, has rendered as fa-
rniliar to me as my own *A defire of refcu-
.ng my native country from-the calumnies
of fome German journalifts, had induced
me at the beginning of the year 1798, when
the attention of all Europe was engaged
with the threatened invafion of Great Bn-
tain, to dtaw up a fhort Effdy, “a the form
of an Bpiftle, to a literary friend at Wei-
mar, in which I endeavoured to thew, that
whai,.,vcr ml nt bc the i.Tve of “he import
ant;..nhﬁ ﬁmn dm:btﬁll confliét, the Dlame

* Tt was ?ublﬂhed at I.cxpz 3, in‘Feorvary 1792
under the ilﬁ&%l&oﬂfd}e Ueberfis nt der Politik En
{ands und Frankreichs.
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of its origin ; attache;llonly vo thc rs ‘of

Fra;nee. ‘Tfﬁsg, Eﬂ'ay gyas mettd in  the

. Emn Mcrcut'y*'forMnrﬁh 1798 and,

vas the penod “of the pubhcz!tlon,w&s very

- unfayourable to thc author, the expcéhtnons _
of.tho{c who were at:tached to the ,f repch %
éauié being at that time vefy hxgh, it was

; nofto be cxpe&cd that t:hc e jbl!mahﬁs,
who had aﬁ?gmed that thc cralition againfif
anoc in 1 701, wa.s formcd by the 1 mtngucs.
of the Britifh Cabinet, tﬁat the French rulers
were fbhcnrous for peace, but that the M-
nifters of Gy:a(; Bntam, through mere hatred
of the ne.” fcpubhc had refolved, at all.
evcnts, tq t@mencc lwﬁ:llmes, and had fo

» codﬁdgwly,chcatcd tﬁcg aﬁ'crtmnf; chﬁ'mg 4
.fcveml yeas, tlli ac length,,(:& were ibca\z’

o,
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