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• CHAP. IX . • 

Recall of the Britijh Ambl!!fodor fr01l1 Paris. 

tifter the King of France was dethroned. . . -Examittation of the Qud/ion, wlzetlter Ihi~ • 
Recall 'W a Breach if Neutrality toward 

• France. 

IT is well known, that on • the loth of 

. Au uft, 17Q2, the palace of the rin . 
of France was attacked by an armed popu-

lace, hat his guards )fere murdered, and 
• he himfelf obliged to feek refuge i e Na-

tional A:£fe bly, here he as at laft doomed 

de-



. BifI(Jry of tke Politicks (CH. IX. 

the National Affembly, but the e;x:ecutive in 

the hands of the King, the credentials of the 

Britifh Ambaifador in Paris 'ceafed after this 

. ~vent to be valid, his further fefid6nce in that 
• ' r. 

'city was deemed unneceifary. On t~le J 7th 

ofAugufr, therefore, a letter of recaJi f 1) was ' 

difpatched by the Britiih Gover~ment to 

Lord Gower, who communicated a tranf~ 

latie!i. of-it to Le,Brun, the(French Minifter 

for ~oreign Affairs, and l"_"'lember of the Coun~ 

cil, to which the,_ exe,cutive' power was ~ri­
trufred after the depofition of the ing. To 

(I) It is prinled in Rivington's Annual Regifrer, 

. State Papers, p. 326. Tn this Jetter the tfollowing 

inftru8:ions were given to Lord Gower: " In all the 

., converfations. which Y9u may have occafion t"J hold , 

before lr df'parture, you will take tare to ~xprefs 

" yourfe1: in a manner conformai?le to the fentiments 

., herein communicated to you ': and you will take 

u ~\~I care not to negleCt any opportunity of de­

"claring. that at the fame time his Majefly ffl l/anS t~ 

" "'1'"'1 the principles I!/ nelllr'ality in every thing 'W<~ch 
d 'f"'lllrtis Ill, Ilrrangnnllfl of the jlCl,'rna/ Government 
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this letter the FreQch 

" 

• 
(2) Le Brun's llot-e to Lord G 

Moniteur, 26th Augufi, 1792; and as it is a docu. 

ment of fome importance, it is necefLry to pr h,,, , . 
at length in the original. • 

"Le fouffigne, Miniftre J~s affaires etrangeres, ft: 
" empreife a communiqueI', u ConCeil Executif pro-

t 

" vifoire, la Jettre dont 1011 exce fence .M. fe Comte 

"de Gower, Ambaifadeur extraordinaire de S. M. 

" Britannique loi a fail part. , 
" Lc Can il a vu avee regret, que Je Cabillct "Rr~-. ~ 

" tannique fe deeidat ii rappeler f~ln Ambaifddeur, dont 

" la prefence attefiait les difpofitions f vQrables d'une 

"nationlibre ct enereufe, et equi,n'avaJ t ja ais etc 

., l'organe 'que de paroles amicales, et de ~nf lens 

" de bienveillaraje. S'if. eft quelqu chofe qui puiife 
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furances, that the fame juftice and impar­

tiality would be obferved .b( the French Ex­

ecutive Council. 

. . . 
" ment interieur des aff'aires de France. t;'" De oareille 

1 

" declaration ne peut furprendre de la pa~t d'un peuple:. 

" eclaire et fier, qui Ie premier a recon!lli et etabli Ie 

"principe de la fouverainete nationale; qui fubfti. 

" tuant J'empire de fa loi, expreflion de la volonte de 

"Jit;>n9,~al.lX caprices arbitraires des volontes particu-, ~ ~ 

"lieres, Ie premier '!- donne l'exemple de {oumettre les 

" l':is eux-memes a ce j'~ug falutaire, qui enfin n'a 

" pas cru acheter trop rher, par de longues convuJ­
·u fions et de .viol~D,$ orages, 121. libertc a laquelle il a 

" dil tant de gloire et de profperite. 

" Ce prin~pe de fouverainete inalienable du peuple 

" .Ya fe manifefter d'une maniere eclate.nte d~ns lao 
" Convention Nationale, dont Ie corps legiflatif a de­

" crete la convocation, et qui fixera fans doute tous 

" les' pal'tis et tous Ies interets. L:t nation' Fl'aD}aife 
( .j. 

" a ~'!u d'efperer, que ie Cabinet Britann~ue, ne fe 

" departira point, en ce mot;"lent de<1.:fif, d# fa juftice, 

" de la moderati(Jn, et de l'impartialitl, tJ':'il a montre 

'"ti j~/fjJlQ prlfilll. 

" Dans cette confiance intime fondle fur l~; failJ, 
.' ~ 

Ie Je f~e renouvel1e a folt excellence M. It Comte 

" de Gowe au no~ du Confeil Executif pl'Ovifoire, 

cc j'afiUrance qu''uaeu l'Ae.uourde lui doaner de vivCJ 

" Yoix. 
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But as the recall of Lord Gower has been 

fince reprefente as a violation of that neu­

trality, wh' h by the acknowledgment of 

Le ru himfelf in the above mentioned 
• 

,an.{wer, 'an~ afterwards by the acknowledg-

ment e~~n' of the National Convention, (3) 

had been at leaft till that time ob(crvcd by 

th~ Britifu Gover ment, 'hiiloricai a uracy 

. requires a full invefti tioh of the fuhj ct. 
To determine this queftion, there is no ne-• • . 
"voix, que les relations de commerce entre les deux 

" nations, et toutt: les affaires en gelleral[eront fuivies 

" de la part du Gouvernement Francrais avec 13 mSme 
"juftite, et - la mSme loyaute. Le Confeil fe flatt~,r 
"que la reciprocite fera entiere de la part du Gou­

'vernetn~t Britannique, et 'ainG rien n'lIIte-rera 

I b • 11'- ., • I' n a onn lOte Igence, qw regne entre es 
&, peuples. • 

• •• 
" Le Miniftre des Atfaires Etrangeres, 

" LE BRUN." 

ar, there is none prior to the recall of 
See Mon' r, 3d.Feb. 1793. • 

T .., _ 
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ceffity for previou:l1y inquiring, whether the 

mere Legiflatrve Aifembly (of France had a 

right to annihilate the Conftitti~,on of 1791, 

in which a decree of the Conftituew: Aifem-
r· 

bly had forbidden the Legifiative Affembly 
o 

to make the leaft alteration. . h had been 

accepted by the King as wclt s by the peo­

pI , atrl to whiph the Le,gifiati ve Aifem bly 

it~?,lf had thrice fWOf!l allegiance, firt1 at ,its 

meeting on the 3d of Ottober, ] 7Q j '; fe-
.' condly, on. the e7th of July, 1792, in its 

public hall; and lafrly. before the altar of 
-t 

freedom, on the 14th of July, only three 
r 

weeks before the refolution was form0ed to 

overturn 'it. Th,~re is no neceffity for in­

qui~n~, whether, after the t difapI?robation 

expreffed by f<?,venty-one out of the eighty-
• (I, 

., . ee departments at the events ()f the 20th 

of June, ( 1) the Legiilati ve AiTembly had a 
I 

• '4 

amations c~ntre la joonJl~e du 20 J uin 

" furent gen,&ales dans tout l'empire; fur 83 departe-r 

"1ents foilU nte et onzc ecrivirent ~ la Ugiilature, 

~~------------~--~--~--- " r • 



right t deprive the King of hi~ authority, 

though he committed none of the three mif· 

demeanors, (5) which alone, by the cQnfti-• tution of 1 7 Q 1, warranted his depofition. 

The.£e are queitions which belong to other 

cour C:f inquiry, and we haye at pre{ent 

only to . fider the refult of the faa: it{elf: 

whether the injuitice which occafioned it 

be admitted or not. \ 6) 
• • • 

" pour demander Ja punition de f6ditieux, qui avuient . . 
" offense la loi fi feandaleufement." Col!. de me eurs 

ouvrages pOUl' la defenfe de ouis :XVI. tom. i. p. 208. 

Likewife Briffi>t fays; " Les reI iutioRS repondait-on, 

" ne fe font qu'avec les minol'ites. C' o/l /a minorirE qui 

" a fait fa rEvolution Franyaift." A {; Commetlans, 
p.8]. _ 

(5) Namely, the refufal to take the ~ath required 

by the ~onftitu.on, the plae~g himfe at the head , 
of a fore~gn army defiined to aCl: againft I<ran( ,or his 

quitting the k: gdom . • See eh. it. feel:. 1. art. ~, 6, 1, 

of the conftitution of 1791. • .. 
However, I cannot av"id quoting a remarkablo 

confdffion made by the celebrated legi1lator Con~ 
doreet, who, in his ,r'peecb of the 20 f April, nu, 

L.3 
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An immediate and unavoidable. conf~-. 
quence of the revolution of the loth of Au­

guit, was a fufpenfion of the diplomatic re. 

lations between the Britiffi' Arnbaifador in 

Paris and the French Government; for, 
'<, 

unce his letters of credence had been made 

out to Louis XVI. as to the pe.rfO'h invefted • 

with the executive power of France, they of 

courfe ceafed to be of any value, after the 

Kin-g wds depofed, and hi~ authority tranf • 
... 

ferr~:l to a proyifional Executive Council. (7) 

faid: "La N ation Fran9~ife a une Conftitution; cette , . 
" Conftitution a eLe l'econnue, adoptee par 1a genera-

" lite des citoY,ens ; clle ne peut hre changfe que par Ie 

,. Vteu du peuple, et /uivant les formes qu'el1e-n}(~me a 
/ 

" prefcl'ites." Moniteur, 22 Avril, 1192. 

(7) This was men(ioned in the Jetter 'to Lord 

~ower\. of- wHich a tranflation was commun:cated to 

French, Minifte/i, for it ii there faid: "As it ap-. , ~ 

" pears, that in the prefent ftate of affairs the exercife 

tie eX'tcutive power has been withd\'awn from his 

,. M()fi ChJ'ifli.UI Majcfty, the credentials which. have 

" hidli!rto been made ufe of by ydur ExcellenyY can 

" AO lyoger alid." 
There 
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rnere ere only three pofiible mooes, there .. 
fore, hich could be adopted by the Briti1h 

Government: e' ther to let Lord Gower con­

tinue in Paris in a private capacity, or to re­

ne his diplomatic relations by frefu letters 
• 

of c edence, or to recall him. But it would 

have r ered no fer -ice either to France in 

general, or to the National Afff:mbly in par­

ticular, to- have fuffered a perfon who, by 

the revolution f the 19t of Augufr, was 

reduced to a private hation, to contin e his 

refidence in that country . • On the contrary, . . 
it would in all probability have produced ra-

ther difcontent than fatisfaCl:ion: for, though 

h was ecome a private perfon, and m~ 

remain as fuch till he had r eived new 

crede~tials, .yet his for er dipLom,atic rela-

. tions would not have been forgotte , aad 
• 

his prefen~e would have fo frequently re-

minded the new executive power of tIl if­
fer nce between his fOftner and his pre{ent 

, 
character, that it would have raduaUy be-

L-l 
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Witlflregard 

to tHe fecond .mode, there were likewife 

v,ry weighty rcafons whicl,l di:£fuaded the 
( 

Britifu Government from adopting it. For 

( 

bord Gower, he mufr have been accredited 

either to the Executive Council Br,.,to the 
I 

National A:£femoly. But the vcry title of 
/ 

the Executive Council, Confeil Executif 
• pro'VlJoire, (8) clear}}' indicated, that its in~ 

ftitutio was merely 'temporary. Confe­

quently lettcrs of crdlence, addre:£fed to the 
< 

Executive Council, could likewife have been 

only tempon:.ry; and it might be expected, 

very {hort time frefh cr~den6als 

" continueront provifoimne .t 1 exercife de leurs fone. 

ur, 12t Auguft, 1792. 

baiI'ador 



of Greal Britain and Franct. 

haifa 

fembly; for this very Affembly had, in the 

night of the 1 th of Augufr, pronounced its 

own diifolution, and ordered the election of 
• • 

a ati~nal Convention. (0) Further, it was 

dec' ared in the fame decree, that the King 

was ly proviJionally fufpended from his 

functions. (10) All authorities, therefore, in 

France were at that time merely tranfient ; 
• • • and, confequently, the oft prudent part 

• which En~land could take, was to it at 

leaft till the new con itu . on had been de-. . 
tcrmined by the National Convention, for 

P9) Tlfe firft article of lhe decree of the 10th -tK 
Auguft is: H I.e peuple Fran~ais eft ~vite a former 

"une onvention N ationa Ie. " lb . 
• . , , 

(10) The feeon':! article is: 'J Le chef du Pouv • • "Ex.eeutif eft proviJoiremcnt fufpendu de fes fone. 

" tions, jufqu' a ce que la Convc!ltion Natio lit 
"p nonea fur les mefures, '}u'elle croira devoiradop-r 

" ter pour afiurer fa fouverainete dy peuple, et 1 

f(. regne de la liberte et de l'eialite." 

• 



pu~fe ' it was ordered to afi'em ble. 

This wits certainly no breach of neutrality~ 

cfptcially as in the letter by rhich the Bri­

tifli Ambaffador was recalled, the moft fo­

lemn declaration was made, that it was not 

the iritention of the Britifu Government to 

interfere in the arrangement of thl iaternal 
, 

affairs of France. Befides, when it is the 

intention of a Court to abandon its fyftem 
( .. 

of neutrality, its ( ~mbaifacfor ufual1y quits 

the co ry againfr . which hoftilities are in­

tended, without taking; leave of the Govern 
, c 

mente But this did not happen in the pre1ent 

inftance, for Lord Gower communicated his 

ter of recall even to the ne'W Gov~rnm(tnt 

of France:, ;~or did Le Brun, in his anf~er, 

e s the leaft fufip' icion, th~ it. was the 
I l 

fign \ of the Britifh Cabinet to viol~te the 
• r-

On the fon-nc.utraiitv toward Franc~. 
J 

trary, 'he declared, not only that the French 

ation confided in "the ju1lice, the mO'­
deration, an the' partiality of the Bri .. 

tiih ' 
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tjfu Ca inet," but likewife, that" this con. 
0 ' 

" fidcnce wa:; joutzded on faCls :" (11) and in 

his report on the fituatkm of France in rc .. 
{pecl: to the di erent powers of Europe, de .. 

lived to ' the National Aifembly on the 

23d f uguft, he aiferted, that on the fub •. 

. jecl: of. utrality the Britiih Amba1fador 

H had left aJatisfaClory td/imot1;y of the Jmt; .. 
ments of his Court." (12) Indeed the whole 

conduCl: of the Britiih Government fforded 

3.mple proof, that it as not its intenti to 

feek a quarrel with Fr~ ce· for had it really 

ente.rtained any fuch deugn, it would not 

have neglected the moft favol.\rable oppor-

t t , fi ,. 
( 1) Dans cette c?nfiance intime fondet ur ll:j 

faits, etc. See Note 2. 

• • (12) ,H 11 refie a parler de l' Angl err 

U Hollande: o:es deux pui1fance annoncent toujo 
• 

" Ie diftr de ref!:er dans Jes termes de firilte neutralite. 

" L' Ambafi'adeur Britannique, en s'eioignant IIi 

u ta ~ ment de la France, n0')5 lai1fe a cet egard It" 
" temoignag~ fatisJaifo1lt· des jenl'imens de fa C,ur." 

Moniteur, 2ti Aout, 1792. 
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th~t ever otre:ed of humMing its 

rival, the month of Augufr, ] ;7Q2. glo­

rif;Jus peace with Tippoo Saib, which was 
f 

already known in Europe, atrorded full 

{cope to the operation of the Britiiha~fI1s : 

France frood unfupported by a fi~g]e ally, 

like England at the commencemtm~) of the . 

American war: yet, though France had 

taken ungenerous advantage of the one pe­

riod, England ~fu{ed even to retaliate at 

the {"t er, notwithfrahding the repeated fo .. 

licitations of tq,e C(.'nfederate Powers. (1 ~) 

ay, fo favourable was the conduct of Great 

Britain t()~ard France, that the free ex-

-.. (13) We have already feen that the hritifhO(;o­

\'ernment w~~Jolicited, in 1191, to join a coalition 

againft France, and tInt the propofal was iejected . 
• 'f 1 it was 'again invited by various powus in the 

fummcr of, 792, and with the fame fucceis, appears 
< t 

from the fpecch of Mr. Dundas in the Houfe of Com-

os; on the. 14th of December, 1792. See Iikewife 

ppe 
\ 
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portation of arms and provifions was ffill 

permitted, and j eafed not till the decree of 
the 1 Qth 0 :Kovember, with its concomi­

tan cir umftances, had placed beyond a: 
• . doubt the hoftile difpofition of France . 

• • 
How then can any man with juftice af-

1ert, that the Britiih Government was guilty 

of a breach of neutrality' oward :r~ance in 
• A uguft, 17 Q2? The mere recall of a arn-

aifador from a forei~n curt, if attended 

with no indications of hoftihty: cannot pof­

iibly be conftrued into a brea.ch of peace. 

Aloft 11 the other ambaifadors Itft Par;i 

about the fame time with L d Gower: 

• • • 
received letters of recall; and the 01 y rea-

• 
fon why he did not leave Paris was, that be 

was too ill at that time to ndertake long 

journey. No one has "\"er reproached the 

Daniih Court with ha -' ng violated, by the 



commmd fent to the Danifu Am baifador, 

neutrality toward Frary;e. Why then 

thall the Engliili Governmetlt ee accufed 

for ,fending a fimilar command? Ap. ap~eal 
If 

has indeed been rpade to the fecond article 
o 

of the treaty of commerce between'}' ranee 

and England: but the proof which has been 

founded on this article refts on a falfe inter-
(~ t 0 

pretation of it. Ear by this article was fri .. 

pulate ot that the mere recall of an Am­

batrador, either ft'Vm Paris or from Lond.o 
• 0 

1hculd be regarded as a breach of peace, hut 

fimply, that in cafe the two powers fuould 

lkappen to be at variance, and a \upttire 

uld be l~rply to enfue, hofrilities fhould 
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fe afl'Umed in this article did not take place 

in Augufr 1792, and confequently the ar .. 

tide itfdf is no applicable to the recall of 

Lo d Gow~r. BefJdes, the Fren.ch Minifter 
• 

in ndon was frill permitted to remain 

there; ,,[o he continuerl in England not lefs 

than five months after the period in qudtion, 

and even communicated with the Britifu 
• Minifrry, thoug his cosnmunications, for 

• • ObVlOUS reafons, could not be conti 

ieHy official. (15) • 

" plaiCe, (Iaquelle rupture ne (era censee exifierque lors 

" du rapp ou du renvoi des ambaifadeurs ct miniftre$ 

" or:tpeaifs), etc." Martens' Recueil des Principaux 

Tl'ait~s, tom. ii. p. 681 • . • . . , 
(! 5) it is likewife to be obferved, that th 

of the Britiih mLaify, did not leave Paris wi~h Lord 

Gower: for Mr. Lindfay, the Secretary of Legation, 

ibid behind, and would probably have continued ~ 

lOCh nee there, if the murdt;:- of two Baiti1h fubjed:s, 

butcheries of the 2d of 

awehentions for his pc 



~r to dbblifu a republic, what neceffity 

liad the Britifh Governmeht to trouble it­

{elf about the forms of a letter o~ ' credence? 
, . 

An Ambaifador might have been a~creQited 
to the nation at large, without regarp to the 

perfons who, in Augufr -17Q2"conducted its 

affairs !-But in the firfr place we rnuit afk 

what is ('meant by an Ambaifador's being ac-
• < 

cte<li~e to the nation at large. No Ambaf-

fador can negoti.ate Kith the whole body f 

the people; 'his c<onferences mufr be (,.)11-

fined to the perfons who are in actual poilef­

fion of the executive authority. T hefe aer-

ens may V!:1eed aifert that they act in the 

name of the whole t.lation: and in a tejmb-
\ ( r 

lic, in\which order and durability of govern-

ment is to be fo~nd, the r actual rulers may 

it without contradiction. But in ] 7Q2 

and ] 70S the adminiftration of public affairs 

in France was hi y defect,ive, as well in .. .. 
:as in dlh'abi pidly fuc-

ceeded 



CH. IX.] '177 

ceeded nother, and each party ~retended, 

while in power, to ad in the name of the 

nation, but was branded, whp.n fallen, with 

the appellation 0 a faction. 

teriop then ~as the Britiili Government to 
• deter ine, to which of the parties the ho-

nourablo. thle of nation, and to which the 

difgraceful name of faction was due? Had 

the Girondifrs been aiked, they would have 

anfwered, we rep fent the ation : nd the 
° 

very fame anfwer woutd have been (1'~ve by 

the Anarchifrs, who co iidc{ed them elves as 

the nation, and the Gironodifrs as a faction. 

(It)) In this fituation the Britifh Govern-

, . 
( l6) The public adminiftratioll of affairs at thai 

time is reprefentcd by Briffot in his w ' ' a fes lorn­

mettans, in very riking colo i..ts: The followiftg paC-
[ages mat ferve as examples :-P. 2. es' Joi 

execution, des utoriles conftituee' fans {i ce el avi-• 
' lies, le crime impuni, les proprietes attaquees, la Cu-
rete des individus vio:.{e, la morale du peupl c _. 

, 
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ment could 110 with the part! which 

was in power, and which. catIed itfelf the, 

dans Marat? 

Eft-ce dans Marat, ou dans les factieux, qui le C' pro. 

tegent ?....:.P. 37. Ce n'eft pas encore dans la conqmune 

de Paris que refide l'excrcifc de la fou...erp-inele na· 

tionale, c'eft dans un club, ou plutot dans une ving. 

tame de brigands, qui dirigent ce club, qui font courber 

clevant eux to utes les autorites confiituees par la na· 

tion.-P~ 39. Je Ie demande as tout homme, qui a. 

etudie les bafes des ri!publ~ques, peut-il exifter a cote 

d'un Toy auffi aaif de confpi'rations, qui communique 

a ceux de la munir.ipaIiQ;, des feCl:ions et des autres 

clubs de l'empIre; peut-il exifier une conventiorJ libre 

et independante, un gouvernement, une jufiice?­

P. H. Tous les pouvoirs font nece1fairement au dub ~ 

voila Je corps legillatif, ou pJutot voila )~ corps au 

ddl'ul de la loi, au de1fus de toutes les auto rites con. 

ftituee , voiia'!c fOllvct;jlin de la France entie-re. J'at 

fait -voir q'Je 1~ club des AnarchHl:es ~tait Ie fouvel'ain 

de la Convention; il eft encore des Miniftres de puis Ie 
, , t-

.1 4out.-Po +6. Je reviens aux MiUlihes .qui, puis • 

. ,ol.faut enfin tt'anther Ie mot, (lnt i(i et 10m plut8t 

Its mi_iJl.,-es d,s JU"obins de Pilris, 'que ceUIt de Ja I1..:Ui,"w 

is true;tbat the defcripuOIl which Brilrot here gives 

of France applies i ~ tely to the {pring (If 1193; 



CH. IX.] jJf Great Britain nd F,.ance. 
" 

nation, without incurring the danger of be:­

ing accufed by the fucceeding ruling party 

of havi~g treated with faClionifis. The new 

party .might have even a{ferted that Great 
• 

Britai intermeddled in the internal affairs 

of Franc : 17) and, a<..cnrding to the doc­

trine of the National A{fembly itfelf, this 

was 'one of the greateft offences which one 
• • • nation could commIt toward another . . 

• 

Befides, all diplomatic onn xions with fo . . 
:fluctuating an adminiftration appeared to be 

ufe1efs: a treaty made with one party might 

. , . 
but it is equally applicable to the latter h If of 1792, 

and one patfage ill particular is exprefsl ted from 

the 10th of" Augufi. • • • 
iI 

(17) For this rear on, in the Lettereto Lord Gower, • • 
immediately after the paffage quoted above in Note 

7.~ was added: " His Majefty is therefore of. opim II 

" that y. u ought not to remain .. flY longer in Pal'is, as 

" well on this a,:cou11t, as, becaufe, his fiep ap~ari 

" to him the roll{\; comformabl to the p. • neiples of 
Ileutrality, w11kb he h,l5 hitherto obfer ed." 

~1z 
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have been regarded as not valid by the other: 

and therefore Great Britain could not ex-
(, 

pdt, under (uch circumfrances, that any 
) . 

convention with France would have a l-afring 
t 

effect. (18) Nor was 'it certain, in Auguft 

1702, that the King of France ~<X.lld not be 

re-infrated: for no one expected, after the 

celebrated declaration at Coblentz, of the 
t , r 

25th of July, that the clore of the Pruffian 
( ' 

campaign would fo ill correfpond to the 

commencement of it. And if Louig VI, 

h~d been reftored to his former authority, 

the Britiih Government, by a connexion wit~ 

either of the republican partid in F'l'ance, 

( 1"<3) m: iiot, in the above quoted work, p. 103, 

fays: ~' lees puiifOl(nces etrange!!!s, qui" voudraient 

" tt~itcr avec nous, dans l'etat au no us fo~mes, POUl'­

" raient-elles conce~'oir U1', e poir\ Icmblable? Non, 

" <elies fc difent: la France eft divjf~(;. par des fac­

" tions; !'une triomphe aujow'd'hui, demain ce [era 

"l'autre. . Traitez avec l'une. l'autre caffe fe trait6. 

" Ricn n'e{t fiable; attendons cette ftabilite, ct nous 

-
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would hl ve materially injured its 9wn inte­

refts in regard both to the King and to the 

allied powers, w ich no one had a right to 

expect, fince ' there is a duty which we owe 

to 0 rfeI es as well as to our neighbours • 
• But even if this duty be fet afide, and even 

if no at ntion was due to the poffibi~ity of 

a revolution in favour of the dcpafed King, 

at leaft regard was to be had to another re­

volution, which w·as expe ed by the ·rcpub-
• 

,licans themfelves: for Brifiot, in his d-

drefs 'to the republicans· of France, which is . . 
daterl October, 17Q2, declared, that as the 

firft revolution deftroyed de{potifm, and the 
t ' 

feeo d overturned royalty, a third was ne-

ceffary to put an end to anarchy {) Can­

fequent~y the oft prud nt con uet which 

Great Britain eouid obferve was to continue 
• • 

(u») His own word~ are: "rat toujours 
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. ~ 

neutral t{>ward al parties.' (~o) and not to 

renew the diplomatic cox:.nexions with 

France, which the revoly,tion of the ) oth 

of Auguft · had interrupted, '~ilt a fiable go­

mment, or a fettled conftitution(. w h.-t:ther ,. 
monarchical or republican, was fully efta-

f) 

blifued. But the new confi:itutidb, which 

it was the bufinefs of the N ationai Conven­

tion to determine, and then prefent to the 

Primary Aifemblies for their apprt.bation, . ( 

wcJnot even drawn up before February, ('2 I ) 

(21) It was firft prefented to tlle Convention on the 

th of February, 1793, by Condorcet, in(.he nalDe of 

the Oonftitutional Comlnittee. See the Moniteur, 17th 

and I~h F )., ,1193. But though prefented, ~t was not 

.dopted by the Convt'tltion: for th~ which is called 
# .C' , 

the cO(lfhtutJOn of 1793, and was l'eally adopted, was 
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• • 
1793: and after that period, the" refidence 

of a Britifh Ambaifador in Paris was no 

l-onger a quefrion fince, on the firft of that 

month, the .onvention had already declared . .' 
war a al Great Britain. 

• 
Lafrly, the perfonal 

Ambaifador in Paris was not unw0rthy of 

eonfideration. B t in a city, iu w . ch the . 
. . 

.1h Id attempt tv re-eftal?lifu it: for on that day the 

following law, propored by'" eillarsl, was unanimo'ufly 

decreed by the Council of Five Hundrbi, and imme. 
diately ralified hy the'Councll of Elder : " Soot cou­

" pables de crime contre la fUlete interieure de la re 

U pu lique l et contre 1a furete individuelle de::: d­
" toyens, et {eront punis de la peine de 1II0rt, confol'­

" meme t a l'article 612 du code es (lClits et des 
• " peines,. to us c I{ qui par leurs dijc()u.,·, ott. par /tttN 

" icrits, foit imprimeJ foit dijiribucJ, foit a.ffichl~, pra­
II voquent la 01 olutiorf de Ja repr6fentation nationale 

" eu ceJle du d;reC\:oire executif, ou Ie meurt e de 

,", tou ou aucuns des members qui Je compofent, ou 

" ie rctabU1fcr.1I?nf de'la royaut~ , au etlui d, ta colijli­

,I tuti~n de ] 7£'3, &c." Moniteur, 20 Avril, 1'796, 

M4 I 
• 
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licel\tiOUht~tt f a bI d-tl\irl\r populace 

ctither was not, or could n(lt be reftrained 

. thin due bounds, in a cit(> where the moG: 

liorg murders were committtdcwithout re­

gard..either to age or charaCl:er, and 'rhere 

'even Britifu f~bjeas had fallen a prey to the 

• fury of a Parifi.an mob, no Britifu Ambaffa­

dor cOlild have remained with fafety. On 
. . 

this grpund, t~erefore, a~ well as on the 

preceding, his depart re from Paris was the 

mott: advifeable fiep ich, under thofe cir-
I 

cumfiances, . could have been taken. 

Fropl the prefent period to the JUiddle of 

Nov6mber, no events took place which' be­

lang to a ~iftory of the relations b,etween 
( . 

Great Bt!ftain and France. Ituring this in-



of Great Britain and Frmlce • 

• Pruffia to pay much attention to.Great Bri. 

tain. (22) But in the ,middle of Novem­

ber the fcene c anged, and at that time, as 

'will appea from the following chapter, waS 
laicrthe. foundation of the war, which frill 

• 
fubfifts betweeQ. the t'Yo countries. 

' . • 
(22) I defignedJ y fay " 'fllltCh. attention,>' becaufQ 

. even before the end of September, lrance egan the 

augmentation of its marine. 

• • 
• 

• 

• • 

• 
• 

• 



CHAP. x. 
(" 

Germany, the Nether-

lands, and Scrvoy. A French Fleet in tlte 

Mediterranean 1z~rqffes t!Pc Co'!fls of /evero~l 
n States. Other ncrval Armanrents 

;n France. Openillg of the ScheIdt. Dc-
o ,( 

o cree of the ICJth of November, by wltich A;:' 

fifiancc was promifed to all Natipns, that 

were willing to take up Arms. ogaill/l their 
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01l the Part oj the French CO?rUflttion. Alta ... 

fieres taken ;. C01lflquC1lCi!, and Commotio71s 

ill Great Brit in. 

To OW ARD the middle of November, 

• 17Q2, the arms of France·were vic ... 
'. torious4f.n every quarter. The decifive bat ... 

tle of Gemappe, which was fought on the 

th of this month, had rendered the French 
• • abfolute mafrers of the . ufrrian Nether ... 

• 
lands: and General Cuftine was not only 

in poffeffion of Mentz ~r~od :francfort, (1) 
but was making vigorous preparations. to pe­
netrate frill further into Germany. (2) The 

• dufchy of Savoy had been already conquer-

ed, and, before the expiration 
• • • 

( .. ) It wac; not before the 2d. of Dccembe/, that 
• • fl'ancfort Was re .. captured. 

• 
( ) AU thefe faCts are fo well known, that it would 

pe fuperfiuolls to quote author1l1 for them. 
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it was form.aIly incorporated into rar\ce. (3) 

At the fame time the Toulon fleet, under 

~e orders of Admiral Truguet haraifed both 
( 

the coaft of Piedmont, and that of other . .) 
Italian frates. Nor was this fleet, which 

confifted "f fifteen (ail of the line, (4) the 

only naval armament, which ~{anre had 

fitted out at this period: for it appears from 

the report delivered to the National Conven­

tion by the Marin<t Minifret 1vlonge, on the 
, 

(3) " Grcgoire lit un pl~oj e t de decret fur l'incGrpo­

" ration de la Sflvoi~" La queftion eft mife aux voix 

" p"r affi~ ct leve. (I n feul membrc [e leve con/re." 

Monitcur, 28 No~cmbre, 1792. The circull ance 

that there was oIl~Y one diifenting voice on. this qll f .. 

tiOD, is'fo much the more remarkable, as the incor .. 

fora1ioll of S :' was in direCt contradiction to the 

folcmn pie e, repeated~y given by thr FrencJ~ rulers, 
• " that tiley renounced all c(Jnqueft and aggrandize .. 

" mene" 

(4) ~riifot a. fes Commettans, p: 42. Vhen.-

"r ork, 1 mean the ?rigillal paris 
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23d of September, 792, that even then not 

lefs than twenty-one jlLips ~r the line, t!zir.ty 

frigates, ten jhi armed mjlllte, and forty-two 

fin~lle~' /hi s if war were attually at fea. (5) 
It pears further from the £1me report, that, 

thirty- o~r jhips if the line, in addition to the 

preceding, were in a frutc to be initantl y 

commiffioned, that nineteen morc were ca­

pable of bein 

launched, and that 

gates, twenty-three we in fuch a {tate of 

forwardne[s, that they were capable of being 

Pllt in immediate commiffion, befide 1ix 

(;,) Seance du 28 Septembre " M. Monge fait un 

rappoH fur Ie dcpartement e la marine. II en rHulte 
• que Ja' l'epuhlique fait flowr fur mer4! 02 "paviJlons tri· 

cdiors; (avoil' 21 gros vaifieau 30 fl'cgattes, - 18 cor-• • vettcs, 2+ avifos) 10 Buttes ou gabarres; que 34 au-

tres vaiffeaux de ligne font prets a etre arm 19 fw· 
e tible de radoubement, '1 font en confiruCtion, dont 

:3 prets a etre mis en mer, qlle fur 41 fregattes, 2:J font 

en etat d'etre armes fur Ie champ. 0 tre 6 qui font fur 

Mo iteur, Z~ Sep mbre, l~. 



failors and marines in pay, wh-icf were 

1ia!dly fufficient to man even twelve fhips of 

"the lme, with the proportionate num,ber of 

The rapid pro~refs pf the French arms, 

and the vigorous preparations 'which 

c::ited the attention of the Britifh Govern­

J'Ilcnt. The plan of fubjugation and aggran­

aiiement~ w~~ch hq.!i hitherto lain ,con-
" 



• 
ciple on who ch they h&1id folemnfy pleGg~ 

themfe1ves to found the new fabric of 

french politicks:. and it was now become 

evident, th the promifed renunciation of 

conci eft nd aggrandizement w~s nothing 

more than. a maik, under which they en­

deavour~d to cover their real ddigns. In the 

Netherlands, however, they thought it pru­

dent not t lay afide the Il1aik at CC, as 

they did in Savoy: t . y eclared the Bel­

gians a free and independent people, ana ex-
• 

preifed only a ·-deiire of aifurding them the 

prot t1ion of a friendly neighbour. But the 

. Belgians rofieifed too fmall and too open a 

country to be a~le, in the neighbourhood of 

Francc1 to form a perfectly ind dent frate: 
• 

and it ,yas ce tain that their ne protectors 
• 

wo d at th~ fame ,time, c reife the po er 

of governor. In refpett to England, t~ere-. 
fore it was a matter of indifference, whether 

Belgia bore t e title of an mdependent fiate~ 

01 that of rench departmen fince ill, the , 



overnment 'of Great Britain: for the 

:war againfr Great B~itain had b~en declared 
, 

ohly two days, when th.e Commiffioner~ of 

the French Convention aifembled at Bruf­

{cIs, d~cided that Belgia flwuld b~, incorpo­

rated witli France. (6) 
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• 

Ten days after the battle of' Gemappe . 

had put the Auftrian Netherlands in the po{ ... 

feffion of the Fr ch, the Executiye COWl" 

. ¥ate 4>f Chepy is likewife worthy of not' e: ,e Je vote . . 
" po ' que la reunion de fa Belgique a Ia repubfique 
$I Fl'an~aife Ioit operce p r la puiffance de ia raifon, 

H par les ' ouchantes infinuatiom de la philanthl'opie. 

H de Ja fraternite, et par tous les moyms de taaique 

.. ~ revoJutionnaire; et au Cas que nos efforts foietlt in­

.. fi'uCtueux, et que .I'on continlje a nOllS ppofer Ie 

" fy£l:e.me defefpel'ant de a f, ce d'inertie, j'eftime 

.. que .Ie droit de conqlltGte, Mvenu pour fa pJ"em tre fois 
" UJili au monde et ju.fi8, c1~it fai e I'education poli­

.. tique ~u peuple BeIge et Ie epar r a de brillantes 

"et h~urcuff'~ deftinees." Further, that notwith­

:!tanding the all. promifing manifeflo, with which the 

ent of tte French army into Belgia w~s a~coropa-

ner~1 Dumouriez: "L'intention jecrhe a Paris ait 
" point que It peupleOLiegois, et encore mains celui 

n de la Belgique fe reunit en corps de nation our fe 

.. d nner une confiitutiol1 et des Ioix; on craignait 
" qu'uDe foi:. Ncmblcs, ces O:-:I1C peuples ne conam:. 

" fent leurs forces et lie fondafi"ent une r~li~ue 

U indepevdaiW:." ,rie de tOJlI. iii. p. a.s. 
VOL. I. , 



HiJlory of the Politic}.s (ca. x. 
" . 

cil ~tolved, that th ScheIdt, in which the 

Dutch, by virtue of various treaties, pof': 

fdfed the exclu{ive right (Df entering with 

1hips of a certain burden, and ef~ecially fuip~ . , 
of war, fhould be opened. (7) It ~\:ou.Jd be 

ufelefs to examine whether thefetreaties, as . . 
tHe Executive Council afferted, were .con- . 

trarf to the law of nature or not. (8) It is 

( (7 This refolution w made by the Ext;!cutive 

Council on the 16th of November, 1792. and on the 

21ft was ptefented to he National COl1venti{)n, which. 

received it with great applaufe. See Moniteur, . 22d 
November, 1792. 

v 

xecutive Council adopted, as the bafIs of 
e refolution, the following principle ; " that rivers 

" are the common and inalienable pl'O.ferty of 'all thoCe 

" nations, throtgb whofe territories they flow." Now,' 

the "heldt. from 0,n1y a Jeagl1e below Fort Lill[,; to 
. , f 

the mouth of it, flowed through Dutch territory, for 

OJ\ the north fide y the province of Zealand, and.on 

the fouth fide Dutch Flandcfll: and every oatiQn!:ton­

fidel'l itfclf as petreffing the .right to exercife fove­

reigDty.,pvel' a river as far as its own ry extends. 

TIle F~ th~vt:I, at ~ would ecrtain1y not 
~~~., fWfer 

• 
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Sufficient that fuch treaties exifted: France 

itfelf had guaranteed them, (g) in conjunc­

tion with oth ~ powers; and they could not 

be vi atec1 without deftroying that law of 
• nations. which, from the time of the gene .. 

• ral treaty f Weftphalia, ha.d united the Eu-

.ro ean ftates into a kind of great 

• • • 
In' declaring that the D\ltch fuould no 

• 
longer exercife their accuftomed. fovereignty 

• 
f~ffer any nation to deprive them of this right in re­

gard to their own rivers : and if, in the year 1792, 

the inhabitant~ of Geneva, or of the coulltry of Va­

lais haa-applied to the Rhone the principle. ich the 

Executive Council applied to the Seh - ~. and had 

(aid: "the 'Rhone ows through ur territory, conre. 

" quently we have as good a right as you '0 the fr<ie 
" navigalion of it from Ln)Qs to the editerranean," 

the inference would certainly have been rejeeted as 

devoid of foundati~n. . • 

• 
(9) See the fecond article of the treaty of 1185, be. 

tween France an,] Holl.md, in Martens' ecueil des 
Principaux Traites, tom. ii. 

. N') .. ' 
• 
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the Scheidt, the Fren.ch GO'rernment 

had two objeas in view'a an immediate and 

a difiant one. The immedi~e object was 

to {end French 1hips of war into tre ScheIdt, 
I(i 

bombard the citadel of Antwerp; and 
~ 

this object w.as very foon attaineU: for, on 
• f 

t e fira: of December, 1792, a French fri-

• gate, (a brig, two gun-ve!els, and three other 

armed vdfels from Dunkirk, entered the 
( . 

Sc eldt, in defiance of the (olemn protefra. 

tion of the 5tFlte; General. (10) The dif-

(10) In a note delivered by the States General t() 

the Imperial Ambaffador at the Hague/was cgntained 

the following paffage; "Que L. H. P. ont pric S. A. 

" e Prince ' Orange, etc. d'ordonner a l'officier qui 

" commancJe Ie vain-call de gardE., flalion~c a l'em­

"'boucbure de l'Efcaut, de ne pas accord~r lepaffage, 

"mais d'infol'~er Ie commanda· .. t Franyai~, qu'en . 

" xertu de traites la riviere d' Efcaut eft clofe pour les 

"-vaiifeaux de guerte." Moniteur, 16 Dec. 1792. 

!And immediately in thf' fame article is added: " On 

" apprend que, ce nonobftant, une fregatte Fl'aR~aife, 
" r ArieJ, ~ bricq, deux chaJoupes cllIUlonieres, et 
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tant, but-main o~ett, 

Inouth -of the Scheidt iuto a {{abon .fOr 

Fr ~h iliips of war, in order ~o acquire a 

naval adva11tagc i the North Sea, which • 

France ad hitherto not poffeifed. This 
• 

deug die! not e(cape the notic of the Bri-

ti 
f ii difference to them, whethe France, 

which' at that time had no harb r un he 

northern -coaft in-which . ps of e Ii 

could enter, acquir~d is advantage or,.not, 
• 

becaufe it expofed not nly the Britifh com-
, . 

meree, but the ea1tern coa of Britain itfelf 

to a new and very material danger . 

.. 
By another refo1ution of the Executive 

Council, likewife of the \()th 
• 

the om_mauder in Chief of the 'ench army , . 
in d ie Nethe:. ands fVas ordeT~d to attacK the 

Aufirians, even on the Dutch territot)'J in 

... troia b~rque~ de pecheur D~'lquerquoi[es armies, 

remonle l'Efcaut Ie l'er. de ce mois." 

• • 



\ 
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cafe they rettreated thither. ( J 1) .It is un­

nece ary<at prefent· to examihe, whether, 

accordirig to the ufual practice of war, it is 

allowable in any inftance t() attack an enemy 

'on neutral ground: for whetne9 it be allow-
. . 

able or not, the hafte with whichC'thi~ refo-

lubon was made thews, that thO:. Executive , • CI 

Council egarded the neutrality of Hol1and. 

as a matter of abfol':lte indifference. They 

would the-rwif~ have m~de · previous repre­

fentations to the <States General, they would 

.. 
(11) "ExtrlJit au ~egifire des Deliberations ou Con. 

" feil Executif Provifoire. Du 16 N ovembre, . 

" 1792, l'an premier de la Republique. 

" Le Confeil Executif Provifoire, 'deJiberaat fur 

" l'etat aauel de La guerre, notamment dans La Bel. 

"gique-arre . qu'en consequence de la deliberation 

" au 24 Oaobre dernic.r, il fera doni~ ordre 'au Gene­

" ral comman~ant en chef l'¥xpeditilln de la 'Belgique. 
_· C"",~".-,"-,-' .. 

contiftUer a 'pourfuivre (Jes enne~lis meme '.lur Ie 

",."""", __ iuire J/ol/andois, dans Ie cas ou jls 8'y" {eraient 
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have wl ited till the -ftrian army had been 

permitted to take refuge on the Dutch ter­

ritory, and they would not have made the 

refolution at a time when the Aufirians were 

retreati~g to Liege, and every movement 

indicated that it was not their defign to en­

ter Ho afld. 

But all the meafures whic 

Government ha hither~o taken: though 
, . 

they. ntcdrarily excited uneafinefs the . . 
·Britiili Cabinet, were-trifle J in comparifon . . 

, of other meafures, which were adopted in 

th.e fame m~nth; for at this very time was 

fonned the determination to overturn the 

Britiili Government and the ritiili Confti­

tutio~. By. the corref~ondence of the Ja-. . 
co~in Club. with various f~cieties, the ~{eeds 

of difcord -and fedition had been already 

fown in great abundance: and the principle 
• adopted by the Frendi rulers, 

N4 
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goverow ~uft be exCIted to rebcr aga~~ 
their go ernors," (12) had been already ap­

plied in England with great induftry and 

{ucce[s. For, in the firft placeJ~ 011 account 

-of the po\iticalliberty which exifteq in Eng­

lanp, it was eafier to' fet the people in ~om·. 
motion, than the people of any ot er {tate 

in Europe: (13) and in the next place, no 

(12)' ue pcnfr.ient les h<1lnmes eclain!s; I'epu~ 

. " blicains avaat Ie lO'Aou les hOl~mes qui voulabnt 

" 1a iiberte, non feulement pour leur pays, mafs pOUl: 

+' tOlo1te l'Eul'ope? J.ls ero aient qu'on pouvait I'etabl .ir 

" par-tout en Jo~leva;t ies adminijlres ,ontye les admi. 

" nifirans, en faiJans voir aux peuples /a faci/ite et ttS 

" avantages de cesjoulevemem." Briifot a fe Commet. 

tans, p 81. 

(13) So early as the(5th of January, ~'19..2, Ifnard 

had {aid: "V .. ici l'inftant qui peut-etre doit. dedder 

. s defp~)tes et des nati"ns: c'efl: vou~que 

refervait a. ces grands eve~·mens: tk:vez. 



as the utter deftrutiion of their 

and formidable rival, which the 

ment of civil war afforded both the 

eafi 'ft f;tnd 

During a confldcrable time their oper . ons 

were c. rried on' in the dark: but as [oon as 

they became all-potent conq~crors, and the 

National Com-ention had acq~ired fufficient 
• • 

power to ati an open part, it was no longer - . 
though t necdfa ry to make a (ecret their 

. defigns. The decHiv~ b~t Ie . of Gemappe, 
, 

~ and the conqueft of the Auftrian Nether-

lands, prefented the moft favourable oppor­

tu ity ~or a public declaration: and accord­

ingly, on the Igth of Nove ber, 1 jQ2, the 
'. . 

Natio?al C vention announc d by a formal 

. 
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• to '!/!:J1 (Very nati()n which was willit.:g to rt· 

bel againft its own government. () 4) 

" Seance ou Lunfli, 19 N ovembre. 

(14) Lepaux propofe, et la Cunventi~n adop~e, Ia 

.. redattion fuivante. La Convention NatjQnJl~· de­

u clare, au 110m de la nation Frany~ife, qu'elle ac- ' 

"cordera fraternite et fecours a tous les .' pies qui 

dront r ouvl'cr leur Iiberte; ct charge Ie ou­

." oir exel'utif d donner au'x generaux Ies ordres ro e-
0< cdfail'es pour porter fecours aces peuples" etde­

H fendre l~s citoyen§ qui ,aul'aieht etc "exes. ou qui 

"pOUI' ient \'etre pour la <!aufe de la liberte . 

"Sergent. Je demand que ce decret foit tracfuit et 
,. imprime d,ans fIJutPs {es la11gtLCs. 

, "Cette pl'opofition eft dec re:ee." Moniteur, 20 

Nov. 1792. BIi1fut. though he made no objeCtion 

to this decree at the' time when it was propofed, fur it 

pa1fed with ~Ilthufiafm, (Ie decrct pa1fa d'entllou-

1lafme) as he hi elffays, called it af~erwards, on ma. 

ture refleCtion, "l'abflJli1e <:t impoliyque de'cret du 

19 Novembre, tlui a juJlcment excite \es inqtJi' tudes 
c 

des c~binets Hrangells. t, A fes CommeJtans. pagt\68. 

'It is remarkable, that the perfon who propofed his 

oecree 'was eleCl.ed one of the firft five DtreClors, 

though in othet refpects he is by no means a dntin-



Th" meafnrcs adopted by the 
, t _ 

Convantion ~V'en prc ,ious to this decree, but 

more 'particularly the decrtc itreif, produced 

in England the efired effeCt:; and fet various 
'\ 

focieties, who were already difaffed:ed to 
~ , 

G er~ment, in agitation. So early as the 

-7th ovember (15) an addrds, voted 

by nve thoufand perfons, members of the 

united focieties of London, Manchefrer.and 

other places, (1 ) was' delivered t · the Na­

tional Convention, containing the fi owing . . 
'paffagcs : "They ar of ppinion (namely, 

II they who voted the add,refs j, that it is the 

It duty 6f true Britons to fupport and affift 

(15) Even on the 11th of A ugufi feverul Englifu. 

men apI;>eared at the bar of the tional Aifembly. 

and congratulc ed the Fl'cn h on the energy which 
• they hid difplayed on the 10th of Augufi (de r n 

qu Is ont rno ree da s Ja journ e du J 0 AoUt}rl,;,iI.~~U 

Jliteur, 17 Aout. 1792. 
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'-ntlllw~ the' efl:nder 

" of the Rights of Man, the propagators of 

H hu~an felicity, and to (wear inviolabl 

u friend~ip to a nation wh1ch p~~ceeil on, 
II tlie plan which y()U have adopted"~(It 

is to be obferved, that this plan ,,:as he 

abolition of royalty).-a What is l~~rty? 

" What are our rights? Frenchmen, you 

u a~e already free, and Brito1ts are preparing 

" to become ft. A triple alliant:e, net of crowns, 

" but \,f the people of~merica, of France, 

"and of Great r Britl.in, &c.", (17) . This 
'. c 

(17) "11s croient qu'il eft du devoir des ' vrais Bre­

" tons~ de foutenil' et affifter d tous leurs moyens les' 

" -clefenfeurs des droits 'de l'homme, des propagateurs 
o 

" du bnnheur, de l'humanite, et de jurer a,une nation, 

"qui procede d't :r?s it plan que VOrts. 'O'lJez adoptf, 

" une' amitie inviolabtet Qu'eft-ce ~ue la 1~bel"te' ? 
'P 

" Qut;IS font nos droits? Francrais, vous et'es deja 

lC libres j mais les Bretons ft pticparen{ a Ie de1l~ir. 

" La triple a iance, non de couronnes, mais des peuple 

" de I' Amerique, de la France, ct de /a Grande !1re­

The~ ad-



language was very intelligible: but no rooner 

~as the decree of the 1 gth of November 

generally.known, than a more open and 
• 

da'ring language was adopted; for within 
• • 
nine days after the publication of this de· 

. . . 
cree, eputies from certain Britiih foci . 

appeared at the bar of the National Conv.'cn­

tion, and fignified their intention of a opt-
• • • 

ing the form of Government . troduced , 
in -France, and of efiablifhing . a 

C01lVmti01'l in Great r;~a·.. H TV e hope," 

faid the orator of the firfl: deputation, H that 

H the troops of lib rty will ne\"cr Jay down 

6l coptinue to exifr. (18) , r 
1 

niteur, will find the whole addrefs, in Englifh, in Ri­
vington's Annual Regifier, 1192, State Pape , p. 3·104. 



" zen-Lc:gifiators, render us impatient to ree 

., the moment of this grmtd chauge. N~r 

6( are we alone animated by th,efe fenti-
. ( 

.. ments: we doubt not that they would 
o 

" . be equally confpicuous in the great ma-.. 
" jority of our. fellow countrymen, t;f the 

ublic opinion were confulted there, as 
, 

4' it fJ1tght to be, in a NATIONAL ' CO -
~ ~ ~ 

" VENrIO~." (19) To this addrefs the 
" 

rity; and byt! e word" ilave" they underftood every 
''i~ b' f \ • • fJh k' I lnna 1tant 0 a( {:ountt"¥ were mg y government 

was efiab1i1hed!. Thus do men become the dupes of 

mere nMltes, a if the word :' ing" neceffarily i~-

. 'Wo1ved the idea of flavery, or the word'" direaor" 
• I 

the idea of liberty, It is not the title, but the power 

annexed to it. whi~ is to be taken into confidera­

tion' tllC Sovereign of Gteat Britain i~ called tCing • . 
. the Sovereigns 0\ Fl'ance. are called Diretl:ors: yet 

r 

~reat Britain is fiHl the land of Ub~rty, rnd France 's 

(19) "Nous efperons que 1es ~roupes de 1a 1iberte 



, . 
Prefident made the following reply, in the . 
name of the French Convent' n: "Citi-
f' zens of the orld. etc. Principles ' arc 

II w~ing war againft tyranny, which will 

II fai under the blows of philo{ophy. Roy­

H ally ill urope is either dejlroyed. or on the . , 

II po;'nt of per!JIting on the ruins of feodality : 

" and the ' declaration of rights, placed by 
• 

, . • • 
, . 

u fomm~s pas, les feuls ani es de ces fentimens nous 

" ~e utons pas. qll'ils ne fe manifefbifent egale­

~' m~n't chez 1a grande maj 'He de'no~ compatriotes, 

H 6 l'opinion publique y ctait ~onful,tee, ;qmme elle 

"devait l' eire, dans une C onvention l atinnale." 

ea'uce 28 Noverobl'e: niteur,29 Nov. 179~. 
Le Prefident a la depu~tion. 

" Citoyens du monde, etc. Les rincipes font la 

" guerre ilIa tyrannie. qui to bera ous lcs coups de 

.. la philofophie. La l'oyaute eft en uro·pe ou de-
• 

" trui e ou agoniffante ~ur les deco bl'es feodaux; et 

,; 1a eclaration es droits place a cote des tl'ones eft 

" un feu devorant, qui va les confumer. (A lau-
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of thrones, is a devouring fire, 
Worthy re­

" publicans, congratulate ycurfelves on think­

., ing, that the fefrival which y~u ha ce--
• 

H lebrated in honour of the French re::rolu-

"tion, is theprelude to theJdlroalofoations." 

But the language held on the fame day 
(. 

by the Oeputie~ .of the Society for Confri-.. 
tutio...Tlal In(otmation, (20) as well as the li'ln 

guage of the ~refi.J. nt, in his reply tC: the:. , 

was frill more cexpreffiye. "Citiz ns f 

" France, ' faid he orator of the deput - . 

tion, "we are fent by a patriotic fociety 
. _ 0 

" in London to congratulate you, in their 

"name, 0 \lthe t~iumphs of lib~ty.-Af. 
. ". 

~( ~er the example which France has lately 

"~iven, re-volutions wliJ be ~"mdere ~t0': 

(20) The Carne Society in its addrefs to the Jacobin 

ub,. which was rent a' few days before the royal pro-

cladtation of the iZlft of Ma as Hfue difplayed 

fimilar princi\tles, oilgh not fo openly. as after the 

lvth of NQ Illb~. 




