
fent to a 
• 

N OF ENGLAND." 21) 

entence containing the' folIo ing , 
o. 

II others willjOon mar in YfJur footfteps, in 

thi career of 1ififul cha;tges. ,; (22) And 



o 
ctetary. In the Moniteur, it is figned l'.:ewlfe by 
Jool Barlow and John Froft, the deputies who delivered 

:it to the French Convention. 

<. 

(Is) II; is extra3rdinary that, notwithfiandiog the 
publiCi aCts of this and o~her fimilar {ocieties which 

• 
are recorded in the M9.niteur, and lie open to the 
whole world, hotll eminent orators and eminent ~riters 
1bould fo long have perfifted in the affertion, that no- -

thing more was intended than a parliamentary reform. 

In like manner it has been afferted, even till the 

. breaking out of the ~ri!h rebellion, that the United 

Iril'hmen had n~.other object in view than a reform in 
o 

the Commons Houfe ~ Parliament. But at prefcnt 

e all know, 'trom the report of the Secrct'Commit-
< 

tees of the two Hbufes of thl!! lriili Uarliament,Lpub-

ltIhed in Apguft 1'198, and founded on the evidence 

of Arthur O'Connor, Emmet, Macnevin, and other 

.,.. .. dtai·ln:s .. of the rebellion, that a parliamenta~y re~ 
rmllVas nothing IUGre than a mtlk, undet'"'Which the' 

Uitited lrUhmon e a ured to cover iheir real cle-
o( 

fiene, tbat tJv;y w in {a" clofet,. llied with the 

( 



r 

As foon as the {peech of the deputies was 

ended, and the ddrefs itfelf had been read, 

ene es of Great Britain. and that, in the fummer or • • 
1796 Lord Edward Fitzgerald and Arthur O'Connor 

went to Francfort ac; d puties from the Irifh Union. to . , 

fettle wit General Hoche the plan of the landing in 
Ireland, which was then in agitation, and which was 

attempted. though unfuccefsfully, before the clofe of. 

the year. And frill m l , e extraordi~ary is it, at me~­
bers of the Britilh Senate. hardly two mont s before • • 
Arthur O'Connnr hitnfelf made thefe ackn ledg-

ments: could venture to dec re in a Court of Juftice. ,. 
that they were acquainted with t e poUtical charaact 
of t' man. and, that they believed him to be fin­

cerely attached to the principles which placed the 
reCent family on the throne. The impofitioJls which 

• 
have been praCtifed fince the French revolution, by 
the term ' Parliamentary Reform,' appear further . . 
from a memoir livered in 97 by Lewincs. the 

. -ambafiido'r of the United Iriihmen, to the Fr eh 



t\1med an' anfwer~ which c~ntained the 01-
lowing pa{[ages: H The deferrde.rs of . our 

I 

ff liberty will one 'day become the defepders 

H of your ~wlz.-The ihades off Pym, of 

~r Hampden, and of Sydney, hover l er your 

ct heads j and without doubt tILe m01Jlmt is 

ft' appr.opchillg, ~hen the, people of Franc 

4' wil! come to offer their congratulations to 

"THENATIONALCONVENTIONOF 
I: 

u GREAT-BRITAIN." (24) 

who, as Oliver Bond acknowledgea, cared very littl~ 

_bout a parliamentary refonu, been rendered the 
dupes ofthofe who, as the fame perfonadded, "tllought 

for them," or, in plain terms, wilhed to facrince their 
coontry to groltify the}r private ambition. q'hc fame . 

I 

delujioJls if fifoI'm were attempted to be practifed in 

England, when the above-qpoted acldreifes were prc-... (., 
(ented to the french Convention in Novemb"r, 1792: 

but."fortunately for Great Britain, they produced not 

intended e~a:. 



creed, that the addreffes, with the anfwers 

fide ,thould be tl'anfiated intI,) all languages • 

• 

of Ii rty" (qui a!pirent a recevoir de lui la hi iUait eta 
la liberte) . . Moniteur, 30 ov. 1192. Anothet paC­
fage in this addrefs" " refolu que Je prefident de la fo. 
" cic::te il1vitt'r~ tous J s amis de l'egaJite, m.tu lis fl­
" cictes correfpondantes m France, a employer leur zel~ 

"II's efforts, leurs follicitations auprcs du Cq[til 
Executif," etc. affords an additional proof, Dot only 

that. foeJeties in England cOlTefpo ed with focieties 
• in Franc~, hut Ii' ewife that thefe focie . es flood in . 

oul1-



Riftory Df Ihe Politi;ll I[ CR. ]C .. 

with the decree of the 1 gth Novembctr, (26) 

were equiv lent to a formal declaration of 

hoftilities agai~ft -the Britifu Government; 

and the general promife of ~.ffiftance, which 

had been given to revolutionifts .of aU na­

tions, was, by the tGOndha: of the Nati9'hal 

Convention, on the 28th or-November, con­

firmed, and applied to ' Great Britain { n par­

ticular. This was the reward of all the be­

nefts which had been ccmferred on France: 
f\ ( 

this was'the return, which was made for the 
e (I. 

refufaf'w join the coalition, for th faJvCfltion 

of the French, c6lopy ~f St. Domingo: for the 

permiffion to import from' England bread 

" vention of France by fubje8:s of this country." See 
I) 

the New Annual Regifter, 1793; Britifu and Foreign 

Hiftory, p. 22. t"ee alfo Rivington's Annual Regi£' 
ter, 1792; State Papers/po 344-352 • 

(26) The explanation of this:: decree.. which wa af~· 

t 
\ 



and arms, 

trality, even 

have been ~ttacked ut 

vantage. Bu£ what gratitude could lie 

expected from men, w)to convert religion 

and morality.into fubjects of ridicule? They 

acted n'y, at that time, as they have ad: 

ever nnce; for heir whole condud affords 

one continued proof, that from the mo~ent 

they acquire the means 0 conque ,neither 

ne~trality, nor juftic~, ~or gratitude prevent 

them from the exec ion of their defigns. . . 

It is true, that the National Convention 

p tended an efpecial friendiliip for the people 
of Great Britain. But what right did they 

" poffefs to i terfere in he internal affairs of 
• • 

a neutral country, and to feparate the o~ • •• from the government? According to ~r 



t veljfperiod, wito juftice, ;vith 

1IK)(ICir~ion, and im"partiality. n (27) Buf let 

us a1k, what they meant by friendlhip 'for 

latter, yet leave the fonn er unmolefted? It ~ 
" it not thefmembets of a Go 'ernme t which . 

fually -take the field \\(hen a country is )n-

cvaped, but the f.9ldiers and the other inha-
.\ifo • , 

bitants, who fight under the orders of go-

vernment; the very perfons, therefore,. for 

whom the French pretended a particuhr 

frieadthip were thofe who were immediately 
( 

exp6{ed to the eifectsQ)f their eOlnity. Who,. 

tbercft;re, can be fo blind, as not to fee: that , . ~ 



vert them into inaruments .f FrendtlUD 
tion? If we further afk, in what the 

of '~e French rulers for he people of .'Cd.' 
VIOU. 

trine, they declared war only on the stadt. 

holder of Holland, and yet r€duced the 0 
• • • 

ealthy ihhabitants of ~hat count to 



o 
of filch 

ans which t'iave been adopt-

cd by the republiq.n Governors of Fra~ce, 
Co . 

(28) It is true, that the number of thofe who have 

fuKetedthemfelves to be deceived by the fpel}ous pro.; 

f'eifion~ of the French rulers has been very confider­
able even in Great Britain ; but at prcfent, after an ex-, 

rie e oc feven y~ars has enabled us to compare 

. promifcs with the perf9rmlnce of them, I believe 

at ev~;y man, who choofes to fee, mu}1 fee the er-
o 

t'.or. 011 this fubj~a I can.quote fo high an allthority 

as that of Mr. Sneridati himfelf, who, in the admir8hle 

{peech which he delivered in the. Houfe of Commol1s 

on the 20th of April, 1798, faid : " If then they at-

u tempt to invade us, they will no doubt come Jur­
"nift.ed with flaming manifeftoes. The DireCtory 

It may inftruct th!;r Generals to make the fairefr pro­

.. feffions of ho,w their ~?my is to aCt;~'but of thefe pro­

"fijfi-ons/urdy not one can he believed." And a few 

linea after, he add~d with gre~t enert,f: "Can t}zere 

~1"Il1I~oftd a'll Engliflman /0 }1upid, Jo befitted, fo 



of real Brilaill and France. 

to gra.tily their ambition a~d e tend t 

conquefts, are the moft det bIe, which 

human ingenuity c~n invent. he Mo archs 

of France, efpecially LouIs IV, had in­

deec1 likewife attempted,. to fubjugate die . 

neighbouring fiates: but they went more 

openly ~ work, and deluded not the inha.'" 

bitants of the countries which they invaded, 

, by promifes of felicity, which they were 
• 

tcrmincd not to ulfil. They made· no of. 

tentation of propagating the ~ights oP'man: 
• 

yet they oppreff~d theftl i~£nit~ly lefs th 

t~e modern defpots of republican France. 

They intriguc~, a3 well as the Convention. 

and the DireCtory; but their intrigues were 

Iefi injurious to mankind, fort~e in 'gues Of 
the former we;e confined thiefly to the great, 

• 
or to the courts of Princes, whereas the . .. 

• 
trigdes of the tatter ~perate on whole n . , 
The republican Governors of France kt M1"~ 



( 

verers. The National Convention, to-

d the clofe of the year 1 jQ2, h~ its fe~ 
au agents in almofr every quarter, who en- . 

~voured by all the arts of {yftematic de-
f ( • { 

cep on,' to feduce efpecmlly the lower or-
r , 

rs of fociety. Chauifard, who waSe w n 
nted 'Yi~ ~he °principles of the new 

French. Government, and was himfe1f one 

Of the agents in the Auftrian Netherlands, 

~ng of the revolution profeifors, (29) 

UI-. ... • ~"e; 
;, c'etait 



CR. X.] ) 

" c'etait fous ia chaL ne du pauv e." 

moires Hiftoriques, etc. )I. 5;3 • 

• 
. (31) lb. To ret the po ulace Tore c1feallallY",!,,' __ ~~lJ 

commotion, a proceffion of but is oflieer, ornamented 



f [ , en.x. 

modem Go -:rnors of France reduced thofe, 

who have bee weak enough to believe in 
. r f 

tliem, to the loweft indigence and tbe mean .. 

t dl'rvitude. (32)0 
( 

The engmes, which they fet work 

with fo . much fuccefs in the Netherlands, 

th~y endeavoured likewife to employ 0 in 

Englanl: for at'the eud ot November and 
r ( 

the b66inning of December, 1792, ~on 

n abounde~ with rt'volution profeffors, as 
Chauifard called then:,t, or miffionaries, as 

they were termed by Gregoire, (33) who 
., 

(32) Dumomiez himfel£ fays: " e'eft Ie 15 De­
" cerobre que fut( donne Ie fameux decl'et qui prou­

" nit allx Belgr-s et a tQU~ lcs peu~es, qu~ avaient 

lie les Franyais ou qui les avaient re~u, que III 
c 

C01!'tJntli,,, II'tn'tJo}ait Ics armees (It~z tUN que J'our 

" /Is i1'P/i," Oct les tyrannifor.-On difait lLux. BeIge 

i!us Ie preambule, qu'its etaient libres; o~ les 



CH. X.]-. 

o~ders of the pee Ie. V ar' . s circumftances 

atttmding this infamous pl.ot are well known: • 

bu~ as no one feems to have been more in- . 

timat~l,v .. cquainted with it, than the autLo 
\ 

of a t act publifhed in the Collection of the 

Works which have been written in defence 

of Louis the Sixteenth, (34~ it wilt: n be .... 
he'fai : "Veut-on nottS dire, que les peuplts ayant 

" des confiitutions differenth les f<'J1deront toutes -Moi_..:I 
o 

" les principes deJ'egalite, de la liberte, ct fe cheri-

ce ront en freres! C'eft Ie cas d'appJiquer Ie confeit 

" d'un miniftre a l' Abbe St. Pierre. EJI'1/oyt"Z prfa­

~'Iabltlll;nt dn mifJionnairts pottr convertir Ie glob, • 

• , Plufieurs contrees de l' Europe ct de l' AI rique ag­

U §l'andiront bientot le domaiJ.,lc de la libcrte." 10-

nlteur, 2,8 Novembre. 1192. But mille Jourdaa 

has gi.ven thefe mHlionaries their t~uc name, and c 
JI • cd t lem apoflles oj'rebel/ion. .. Continuant a profoKv 

" toutes les maximes revolutionnl.lires it inolld.UW::l ••. 



; ., the agents, the focieties, the corref}S96d­

C4 ences, t~e emiifaries, the periods of 't~eir 

., meeting, their journies, and t1te~ refolu­

Ie lution.,s. He knew that the plan .Jas laid 

., to feize the Tower, to plunder the arfe-

14 naI, tp break open the 'prifons, t'o pillage 

" the <public buildIngs a.nd the houfes of the , 
".rich, and to cut 0 at one {hoke the fe-

,. -
'i vera) bran'ches' of the cOt}fritution. H' . 

" Majcfry knew that the execution of the 
~ , plan was fixed for Saturday' the 6r£F, I 

II Monday the third .of December; he fa ' 

r ewife a ('modf,l of the 41 daggers ,,,>ith 
hich the infurgents were to be ' armed, 

, and tliis model was found ift the hanui 0 

. es pour Iii dHenfe de'Louis XVI. Paris 1793 

Thil traa is printed in Com ii. ~. 25' 



e actions, 

fp eches, and confeffions of the French 

rul~rs themfc ves. For t . t the avowed 

prin~ip'les, "the governed uft be excited 

to reoe.l againfr their governors," H miffion­

aries and 1 volution-profeffors muft be fcnt 

out to convert the globe," "every t arion 

which -choofes to rebel againft its g vern . . ~ . 
ment thall receive affift n e from France," 

were p rticularly applied to England,· ap-.. . ... -... ...."-'tI ... 
pears from the above-defcribe ~6iiauCto 

-the National Convention on the 28th ofNo~ 

vember. (37) The application of thefe prin-

(36) As the bare exiJicnce of the plot is fllfficient 

for the prefent hiftory, it is irnmaterial~hether credit 
• be given to the above mentioned circumJl ces or not: 

I 

nor do I quote th~m as abfoilltely s:ertain, beca e 

they ar not taUtl .. om a; official document. 

• 
(31) om the documents on this fubjea, which. 

are recorded in the Moniteur, th~re Jies no appeal; 

and thefe documents aJo.,e are a fufficien proof that 

.the National Conventi01l c toperated in' the plan to 

ov rturn the Britith Conftitution. 



land and Jrela.~ appears fur.­

from t . confeffion c Briifot hl~ 1"' 

fdf: for in his Addrefs to hi. Conftituents 

he faid, "it was necdlary to encourage the 

JJ10Tements of liberty in Ireland," (38.) "we 

could fet Ep\gland in alarm by cxc..tt'ng afir:.., 

1IImtatio1t in its O1..vn bofom." (30) And that 

he Y"ench emiifar*s in Lundon were fup­

plied . th conf.dtl'able {urns by the Na­

tional Convention, to enable them to ope­

rate. with the utmofi: vigour, appeal's like­

wife from the fame work. For Briff'ot fays: 

II Thefe republicans have never ceafed t() 

• 
(33) "Vlrlande dont il faUait encourager l,s mauve-

lIS de I" lib~I'I;.'· Briifot a fes Commettans, p. '13. 

(39) "~ous pouvions inquieter l' Ang:eterre m e~­

dlat If. fermentation dan. Jons /'!irr," lb. 78. ' ·That 

attempts were made to excite an ibit caion in Eng­

Wid, long "if,r, the declaration of hoftilitiei' (which 

very dUFerent.lrom affifting a difatreCh:4 party when 
.. ~ are tJruulJ at open war), appears like-

• tter of Marine MinUter 
(..!mber, ~9 

chapter. 



t c . x. 

, tr aifert, hat, if we exped: to fuoceed we 

" mud ha e mfJney for flcre~teJICes, partII 
'C( for the purpofe of dividing 'e abinets, 

, and partly for t e purpaff ~f exciting the 

" teop againfr their tyrants. We want 
J 

"it r the North, we want it for th 

"South, e want it for the Indies," (40) , 
This paifage und~ubtedly applies to Eng­

land. And a few lines after, Briffot adds: 

H It was Cam bon • and' Barr. re wh cau-
• 

H ed the decree to bl:; ade, Dy which 
• 

t( the F.xecutive Coun '1 was authorifed to . , . ~ ... , _ _ -"'J 

"take, under the head of~army cxttaordi-

H naries, mtlimiied films for lhe.fe flcret opera­

" lions." (4]) Laftly, Briffot acknowledges, 
• 

( 40) "Ces republicains ne ceffaient de dire: 'Si • 
" l'on veut reuffir, it faut de fe ct, iI faut de l'argen~ 

" pour Ies ·depenfos {eeretes, fQit pour di fer Ies cabi. - . 
" nets, foit p Ifeittr l~ peuples cootre leut'S tyra 

" II en faut ~ Ie Nord, i1 en faut pour Je Midi, it 
.. cn faut pour Ies Indes." A fes Commettans, p. 74. 



]lifJory nf the Politi tor [c~ . . ) 

that befo~e the declaration of wafl not Ids . 

than twe~ -ftve millions if Zivres had beert / 

fent to Enb~nd from the national treafury~ 

and that Car. bon, the Prefident 0 th~ 

Committee of Finance, had kept their. defr"i. 
l • t' 

.nation a (ecret." (42) ! 

... 
therefore, to overturn the 

Engllih Government and ConfiitutioIl;, to-
~ . 
ward ~'he elofe of the year 17g2, not only 

exified, ut that' tne National Convention 
I 

took a. very active vart in it, admits· of no .. 

" des fommcs illimith fur l'extraol'dinaire des guerres, 

" pour ces OP~"(ltioll$ Jecrctes ." lb, 

• (4-2) "A cette epoque (lars de la declaration de 

~' guerre) la trt:orerie dirigee par CamboIh avait pour 
" 25 millions de nU~leraire achetc'S en Angletene, et 
'qui furen~ expose a 'etre pris. Que 'font-ils de. 

" venus? On l'ignore." Ib: 97. ;mmediatel.r before 
this ~a1rage, he had faid that five othe{' milho{ls had 

beea 4epofited in the houfe of Bourdieu and Chollet 

in LOMon, and that after the war broke out they fell 

into the hands of the Engliih Gov nunent. 

doub 



\ 

\ 
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• 0 

doubt (43). . 
Convention in general, and of ~e Executive 

.(-13) Another unanfwerable proe/of the part which 

\the French Gover eot took 0 this plot, is eon­
ta ine in the two following pa ages of a Jctter WI'it-

ten Mr. Miles to oLe Brun: on the zd of January, • 
o • 

17~3: "Rapellez dcme tous vos emij]ait-u; (jUt Ie pro-

" pagan nijfe. et ne cherchez plus a troubler 

" tranquillite publique dans ce pays.-Au nom de 
" Dieu, fi vous voulez eviter un eil1bra{cment univer­

H fel, ne VOllS melez pas de notre gouvernemen j fi . . ' 
H nous fommes moins libl'es que ous, mCQ1e fi nous 

"etions dans l'efc1avage 'ie Ius aff"reux, laiifez no liS • 
"nos· fers, et puifqu'ils ne fiCUS gcnent pas, pourquoi 

"vous inquietent-ils? Je m'et nd" i1'1l ant ' pus ur­

" cet article, que je n'ignore pas les efp~raDces mal­

" fondees que vous avez concrucs d'unc revolte gene­

" rale, et pendant que VOIlS encourage::: de tels projf'tl, 

" it) me fera iropoffible de vous aider, et meme d'en­

"tretenir aucune correfpondance. ni avec vous, ni 

Ie avec Ie CO?U il Executif.' See p. 06, of the ap­

pelld~x to the work inti tIed, Authc ic Cone1i oad-

ence with . JJe Bl' n, the FI' neh Minifrer, an 
'. others, to february, 1793, inclutive j publiihed as an 



23~ HII." nf I~t P6Iilicl{ [CH. X. ..j 
Council in partiCul hel td ik.e~fe that If: 
n~ing 'W~\more ea(y at ~hat'time tAan the ' 

itement of\a rebellion, as wen 'in England 1 

as . ill Ireland: '~r thefconiidered the nu~ 
" 

merons addreiTes, delivered to them inoNo-
• c 

vcmber, 17Q2, as expreffive of the fenti-

,ments of the people at large, in ~q.ich opi­

nion they were undoubtedly ~iftaken, the 

great majority of the nation being even at 
\ -

that pe~od wellr3,ffeCled t6 the aw::ient con-

fritutiqn. r. Miles; who, during the time 

th~t he was il1trufteJ, with a million to the 
IWI.--) ~P';:"n=--' n~e Bifu~p "o'f Liege, had contracted an in-

timacywith Le Brun, after~ards French Mi­

nifter for Foreign Affairs, who continued his 

correfpondence with Le Brun and other men 

of con(equenc~ in France, tilt the National 

Con-yention ' thought proper to break with 

ngland; who' had frequent ~ntercourf ... in 
.. 

h queftiuns as 
Nati_l Con. 



aI. 

\, the latt~r part of the year I iO:.'., 

\ agents in tondon, and e en act.cd as media-

heeD well acquainted wit the views of the 
• • • 

Fre ch Government, and who is certai 1 

no4 as pears from his prcfent writi 

unjuiliy partial to the pre eut Adminiftra­

tion, fays ~:xpre{sly in a pailitge, where he 

fpeaks of the m th of N vembe : " t is . . 
U worthy of obfervat' n~ that th Executive . . 
<I C~uncil had made p their minds at tll;1 - --" 'lime 011 the part they haa refohed to 

~t take." (4-t) Al d then obfenring, that 

H \he Executive Council looked UpOll a re­
u olt as inevitable," he proceeds to give 

account of note whi~ h~ committed to 

writing in November, li92, the pr~lICe 

of French'agent: and fay;: "I have prift 

"the ntite exactly as it was taken in the 

" prefe;Dce of the perfon with whom I con-



Hiflor:.y '.! the Politi~ S i) 
u ~ rfed, omitting uothing but fo&e wild .! 
" aifertions (45) rc:fpeCting thefe focieties, ( 

(46) w hid, he, as well as the reft of his 

"c.ountrymen, ;pnfider{:d..as means in the 

" laft refort, to force the Britifh Cabimt to 
( 0 I 

"r.chufe between difhonourable conce'ffion 

~l and a war, which they confide~d would 
( 

It place the Minifter fo completely between 

It two fires, that Government: affailed at the 

" fame ~me by 6ivif,infurn:Cl:ion and foreign ' 

"hoftility, would tintvitably fall, and this' . 
", country, incapable (If mifchief, would f~U --------. 
" into impotency' and ruin by its own tlif-

H traCtions . . Such I aver on the faith of an 

tl hondl man, were the del1f!ive hopes enfer .. 

(45) Mr.Mile~ probably omitted them out of re­

(pea to this perfon, whom he calls (}S. 87) his friend. 

But t~ough they are omitted in the note (which is 

printed in the Appendix, p. 57~60) it~s very eafl' to 

~oUea th~ir meaning from what Mr. Mil-es hirnfelf . , 

lata, p. 88-89, in the paffage which I here 'luOte. 

, toined 



'( tai1led by Le Brun, and mm!y otlufS, who, 

" unfortunately for ~th nati9~sl had more 

" power and influence at that moment t an 

"fenfe and d!fc etion." . 7) In vain did 

47) The a1I"ertions and 1i eclles of the French rll 

ers·themfelves cJearJy prove, that Mr. Miles wa not 

miftake Kedaint, one of the principal orator f 
the N a . onal Convention, de ivered a fpeech on the 

1ft of January, 1793, in which the fvllowing paffages 

occurred : "Les inquietudes du premier Miniftre, 

" Pitt, maItre abfi lu de rAng terre, d~~ujs hu~t ans, 

" et que les orages d'141le "revolution o~ uux J'une 

H liuerre menacmt ~gqlement de fa chute, t!f .-L'Irlan. 

"dais femble tourner s regar =10US 

" dire: renez, montrez vous; et no'us fommtS li6res.­

" Le fentiment des vfrites, que je viens de doevelopper 

" eft repandu dans une foule de bons cfprits en AngLe. 
,. terre: Ie gouvernement doit en redouter l' explojion, et 

" les cvcnemms de fa guerre doivent la hater.-C'efi fur 

" la ruine de la Tour d~ Lon res, que vous devez 

.e figoer, avec Ie peuple Anglais devompc, Ie traite qui 

H reglera les deftins des nation,c;, et fondera la Jibcl'to 
" Oll monde.' Moniteur, 3 Jan. 17~!3. Even in No-

vembey1792, a French agent ["id to Mr. Miles, that 

, Sucli was the actual fiat of Great Britain, that wo 

h did Dot date to call oot the mili~" (Authentic 

C~)Itefpond ee, p. 96): and in Cgndoreer,. JoUl'1ljtJ, 

. tho~~r 



Ilea: the Qa~icular numbe:r~ it 
was a1ferted in poutiv ~erms, that the EnglUh Na-

110ft was on the eve of abolitbing royalty, ana of ~a~ 
bliihing a Nationit Convention. In the reports bot'h of 
BI,i1fot and of Le Brun, in Dec. 1792, and ~an. 1793, 

to tae I<'rench Convention, and even in Lhauve­

lin'. n6~e to Lord Grenville, of the 27th of Decem­

bet, may be found expreffiotls which indkate the fame 

expetlation.,; And tuis expe8:athm bad nece1farily 

very great influence on t~le Jyftem of fraternifation, 

which waS particularly cakulatcd for England. See 

, .. h' ~.4:; s fa.r .. s on this i'ubjeCl, Appendix, p. 115. 

Laftly, as foon as' war was declared, and the ~eaders 
.of th~ Fnmch Convention had no 10tlger need to con­

ceal the nl8tives of their aClions~ they openly avowed, 

not only that the expeaed rebellion was the gra'ld 

jrickJl~"!Ilent to their declaration of war, but that they 

e1i~4d the deludeS En!?!ith would qe k.ind enough 

to~come the inQ:ruments and the dupes of I[renc 

;ilJI\bitiou. For no f()~>ner was the hoftile decree pro-
" ~., Ilouaccd, on the 1ft of February, 1793, than BariC-



grounded: in vain did 

vince the Frenell Mini 

o£ declaring war again1J: a powerful natio , 

which, with exception to a few democ 

focieti es, was fincerely attached to the e 

ing conftitution, and ready to facrifice 

}aft drop of blood in its defence. (48) U 
• • • 

.. .. 
conftitutionnel, et DOUS venger lHi-mlme 

• 
etc." Manit. 3 Fev. 1 93. 

a letter to Le Brun. 



(, 

\ 
Polilj&~l rCH. x; 

Brun, in d~~ce of all reprefentation~, per.. / 

fifted in the'errbr into w ich both himfelf 

and his colleagu~pad ~len: the refolu­

cion, which had bee,:I taken in confeqllenee, .1" 

renfained unaftered, and a war with England 

W&.3 irrevocably decided in the Frerl.cil Ca .. 

binet. (49) 

" n' a~end que Ie jignal pour fc;r~vqlter *; au contt'airej . 

• , il eft cont~nt, heUl'cux, et attac1;e au Roi, aux Ioix, 

I( et a. fa patrie, et pret ii ies 'dcfendre jusqu'ii Ill. der­

n niere g~~tte de fon fang. Voila. Ie vrai etat (les 
• 0 

"cho~ , -;f'oprqs ecla, s'il vous eonvient de d?-

~, clartr ta gllerre a unc nation unani111t tt fi puiJ!ante ? 

&, J'attends V'ltre reponfe avec rmprefi"ement." Au­

thentic Correfpondence, Appendix, p. 65. Whe­

ther Le Brun fent an anfwer to this.letter, Mr. Miles 

has not mentioned: ,but, if he did, it muil have been 

a very unfatisfaaory one, ,1S Mr. Mile~ judged it ne­

ee1fary to write to Urn again on 2d. Jan. 1793, and to 

fay to him wl~at has b-.!en alreadyquote~ is Note 43. 
'­

(49) Dumouriez hirnfelf fays: "Le Blun pria 

'" meme Ie general, Dumouriez, d' tearIer to~t ee ~ui 
ncrrnait Its nEgoeiations avec l' Angle re tt la Hot-

,~ law: i1 n' CIl fut pas duo tout queftion." . Mem. de 

tJlllilirumriez, tom. t. p.lO!!. edit. 
~\ ... 

~lIIDCIn:4f Le .ube COQftIMion... 11«1 of l11li'. Mills. 

CHAP. 

j 



• CHAP. XI. 

Official omrmmicatio1ls between the Goven 

.ments if Great Britain mzd Holland, 01t tIle 

Progrifs if the French Arms in the.Aifll~a1t . 
Netherlands. Unet!fimj's produced by tlle 

• 
Rifolution to open he Scll;,;el~'d~t.~_"", 

• 
Alarm in Great Britain, occqJiolled by the 

. Decree if the 1Q h if November, and the 

c'tmcomitant MeajUres taken by the National 

Convention, in ConjunCl; with certai" 

ritifo Socteties. Proclamat' 1l if tlte Fidl 
• 

Decemb ,for wIling oulthe Militia: and 

- alto the if tho fame Dafe,jor the Met!ting of 
• 

Parliament. Spirited Declaration of tlu 

Cha11tS, and other Inlzabilont 



of London, in Favour if the 

Confiitution: Meetin of Parliament, and 
I ' (. 

Speech f'om t ',Throne. Means ttdopted 
r 

/Or the ext;rnal 'as well as ilztemal Dife1tce 

if Great Britain. Rd/exio1ls on( this Sub- . 
q ~ 

jeC!. 

T0'YARD the clofe ~f the year 1792, 

. Gteat Brit~in and Holland were' near-
" ... 

ly in ttl.! fame politic"l fituatloll, and. th.e in- ' 

ter~""'/> two countries were fo inter-
( . 

woven with each other, that an attack on 

the one migkt be jufrly"confidered as an at­

tack on the other. In h<;th countries there 

was a confideqble French party, though in 

Holland it was not 'Only more J!.umerous, but 
(I • 

po1fdr~d th~ pqwer of impeding the operCJ.-
" I 

tions of the Dutch Government, by mtans 

which were inapplicable in rea\ Britain 

The proteffion of the two countries e.~ain(l: 

'·..-,me p1aQb.iD of he Fr C'hnvention 

made 



forefee that tile rui of Britain wOltld ine i-I, 1 -4 
tably draw after It the ~ of Holland, and 

th,atihe conqueft of Holland would place its 

ally at leaft in a very dangerous fituation. 

Further, they were clofely cemented by th~ 
treaty of 1788, by which they had ~ngaged, 

in cafe of an attack from any Euro~ . ') ; , 

power, to proteCt each other by rca> as weH 
~ 

as by land, and reciprocally to guarai\tee all 

the countries, places, and -pri . leh 
the ontraCting parties hitherto po:treifed. (J) 
In confequence of t is intimate union, and 

reciprocal obligation, the Britifh Ambaifador 

t the Hague, {even days aftr. the battle of 

Gemappe, wiren the arlny of Dumouriez . ~ 

was advancin~ towi}rd the Dutch frontlets, 

deliJered, by order of his government, tho 
fOllo'¥indno to the States General. (:l) 



r-~----~--------------~----", 
( 

iliflo~y of ", P"iiticllS 

underiigned Arnbaff'ador extraor- I 

"dinary, and Minifr Plenipotentiary o( 

H his Britannic ' Majcfiy, f has receiv.ed the 

I "King's order to,!nform their High Mlgb~-
r . 

States General of the United 

-, Provinces, that his Majefry, '~ing the 

"~heatrc of war brought fo near to the fron­

H #ers' of the republic by the recent events 

H which have Happened, and being fenfibie 

" of t:llc uneafine1~ ~hich may naturally re~ 
_~~uch a L.tuation, thinks it due , 

" to the connexion, which fubfifts between 

" him and the republiC1, that he fhould re­

t. new to their High Mightineifes, on. this 

"ocoauon, the aff'urances of his inviolable 
r 



H te~al .concerns of its government. 

" King is perfuaded, t at the condutl which, 

H in concert with his Majefry, their High 

to M'ightineffes have hitherto bferved, and 

I, the refpett to which the fitu tion of his 

(' MajeUr and the .republic ;ufrly entit es 

'I them, arf', '{ufficient to remove any gr~und 
H of:li ch pp enfion. His Majefty, then:. 

:Of 



" rights of their High MightineiTes; and he 

u ft;ongl! rec<I~mend t~ them to employ, 

" in concert wit\ his Majefry, an unremitted . ( , 

( "attention and (firmnefs to reprcfs ~y at-
('i • 

" tempts which may be made to difrurb the . '. 
t~ internal tranquillity of the proville His 

" Majcfty has direCted this communication 

tf to ber, made to their H~h Mightine1Tes, in 
" 

" the l1.dl perfua4on,1 that nothing can mor~ 

H effeaually condl1ce to the interefts ' and 
(- ( 

t, li.appinefs of both countries, than the con .. 

hich 

II enrity, and with a view to contribute to 
(~ ("J 

f( the gen<;,ral welfare and tranquillity of 
-r.. " " .&J.umpe. 

(Signed) 
,., 

AUCKLAND. 

/1 

T~is note was DtOtliiftg more tha a mea­

hich tile exifting cir­

BOthing 

ich -
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hich cciuld give offence to the rench Go­

vernment, not even a (uppofition or hoftile 

defigns,( 3) and difplays a moderation whiafi 

forms ~. {hiking 

adopt d at this time in t e National Con-
I • • 

vention relative to the Britifh Ooycrnmcn 

On the J' th of ovemher the States Gc-. 

neral returned the following anfwcr. (1) 

ct Their High M ghtineffe 

(3) The two-orders of the French Executive Council, 

the one to open the Sc~eldt, the otilcr to attack the 

Au:lhians on the Dutch territory, if they retreated thi. 
ther, were not given, as appearS from the preceding 

Chapter, before the 16th. Con quently, on the 

13th there exifte no public d~cument, which qfficiallJ 
• proved a difpofition on the part of the Convent' n to 

viol' e tl~e neutl' lity in -refpeCl: to Holland; and ther~ .. 
e required, that the Britiih Gov at 

rat r j y the controlr , as was reaJly da.r 



(r . 
b-ca. Xl. 

\ 

fI now been pleafed to make, of'his ~nviolable 

(f frieruHhip for tbis republic, and his de~er­
tt Olination to execute at all times, 'with the 

~t moft fcrupulous gooclt fa~th, al thtr diffe-
'"\ . 

It rent ftipulation~ ' of the treaty of an:~nce~ 
• 

'ff fo happily concluded in 1 iSS, be{ween 

<If his Majefty and their l;Tigh Mjg~t1neifc s. 

" The States General. have never do ted 

(f thefe geherous fentiments on the part of 

H 'nis Britannic MaJefty ; But the declaratiOn 

,e which his Majefcy {is pleafed to make of 
.... , 0 

H them at the prcfcI}t moment, cannot but 
( - '-" be extremely agreeable to their High Mlgh-

"tineffes, and infpire ~hem with the live­

I~ lid! gratitude and the moft devoted, at­

(f tachtnent to his Britannic Majefiy. The 

fC States Gencrcil, 1p0reover, perfeCtly agree 

4f with his Majcfry in the perfuafion, that 

{ 
I 
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II perfuad ed I with tne King, that the 

" dud: and the frriCl: neutrality, whidl, in 

" concert with his Majefty, they have hi­

'I' therto fo care obfer, ~d, and the re­

to which the fItuation of his Ma-
• 

(l je y and the repubLic juftly entitle the , 

" are fu ient t remove any ground of file 

"apprehenfion. With refped: to the inter­

" nal tranquillity of the republic, their High 

" Mightineffes ar~ perfeCtI fenfIbl of die 

'( States General, in concert with the J:1f -

H vinces of the union, have already taken 

" and contin e to take, . tht necdfary mea­

U fures for preventing any i eFruption Of 
• 

It t is .'trang, illitl in the prefcnt circum-. 
"france.J. They have the fatisfa . n of 

H being able tc a1.'fure his Majefty, ttl 



l~H. xi:. 
f 

reafon to 

"&ttu themfel\"~~s, that, with the hleffmg 

of Provid.ence, thofe efforts will bt! equally 

ate in fttture. 'Fiually, thoir. High 

': jefty in the perfuafion, ,.that 1t~ltil1g can 

, U"'more fifeClually conduce to the happi11tJs and 

I' mutual intertjls of.the two nations, tha1l' the 

" Cont;ll~ance of that intimtfte unio1l which has 

l, Deen dJablf/lled between them, a1zd which 
~ 

'~tlteir High Mightin{'i£,s, on their part, will _ _ 'J?"' 

u neglect no · opp~rtuni~'Y of cementing and 
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General exprelIed their exped:ation, that the 

neutrili ,which' they themfelvf>s had pre­
ferved, would n ' e iolafed by other DIl" 

cutive Council made the. two refohltions, to 

, attack the Aufhians even on the Dutch tet-
• ritory, and to deprive th nited .rovinces 

of their fovertignty over 'the Schcldt. 
• • 

firfr refolution, indee ,.created"\ ery little u -

• olland, relative to 



exc a 'general alarm throughout 

U ited Provin~e\ b~alifc!l it ~as, o~vious, 
" tqat the executlOq' of It would be highly de­

. ~mental, if not deftruCtive, to the D~tch 
mmerce, 'and confequen~ly to t ~general 

"It would be dif­

£( iicult," fays a Dutch c.orrefpondent in a 
f 

letter, d~ted Hague, 30th' November, and 

~~d in the Moni'teur, gth December, 
~ 0 

It1Q2,.~to [orm an~ ea in France of the 
, , 

" terrible commotion which this decree has 

At Amfrerdr.m and Rotterdam 

u thq propote to make a common caufe . .. . 
" "tb the Stadtholder, and td prevent the 



, J' QH. XI. ' 0 , 
"Engla1~d demandfoccortr.: and all means 

" are employed to make Great Britain fen­

e( uble, that its 

"affe d :with 

Stat General protefred, Jikewifc, publickly • 
• againfr he decree, 

• • 
La Haie, Nov. 30. "On aura peine a fc faire 

" une idee en Ftance de la terrible comn,otion, que 

" ce decret a excite en quelqucs elfll·its. :A mj[ r­

" dam et a ~otter am les prir ipaux n~"'otians en 

" ont eprouve U11 refroidi 1 m nt fubit pour la caufc 

"'Fr 9aife; cela n'a rien d'ctonnant. · Peut-ctle· 

I "fongent-ils a fail'c eaufc ~om une ""\'cc h:!' Stadtho·u­

(' der, pour arreter par la forces des arlllCS l'executiol1 

" de ce deeret. Qua t au gouverncment, il ad'­

" pech6 d'abord divers couriers en A ngletcn \,; 'PI'1Uf cn 

" re-clamer des fcc ours: et tous les moyens fOllt mit 

~~ en ceuvre pour faire fe it' a la Grandc Bretagne, 
• 

H que fon interAt yeft tout a ffi compromis que cclui 

" de la Hollantle." Monitcllf, 9 DCi . 1192. A this 

letter is printcd . n the 1onitcur, d was theref~re ua,. 

do tedly written by a perron attached to the F rencb 

canfe, no bne can well objeCt that the oefcrJplioD, in 

this lnfta~ee, exceeded the n.;rolity. 

is not ffidal document, I !hall 



~I 

wac from entelint:; It, and to in­

comma~ders, that, by ,-irtlk of . ( 

the ScheIdt was fuut tQ aU armed 

v~trels. (7) Yet, notwithilianqing 'qis pro-
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teft; feveral French fhips of war 

pafiage, on the 

to bombard the 

H C mmande Ie vailIeau de ga e, ftationne a rembou 

. ,( chure lIe l'Efcaut, de 1te pas Dccorder Ie ,":/fog" il 

« d'info r Ie. ctH mandant Fran(pis, qu' en vert. a. 
" ~ .. ites ta r:ivicre d' Efcaut eji cloy pour les vaiffitZWlt 

" de guerre." Moniteur, 16th December, 1792. Here 

we have a formal proteft~ on the part of the Dutch 

Government, agai ft the ope ing of e ScheIdt: 

and this ~fficia' doctt11lmt is one fufficient to confute 

. tlle !iffertion that the States General were holry in­

dIfferent on the iiIbjeCl: (~bic~ evel] without thl g.o 

cument would be ahuoft incredible), and that the Bn. 
tith Government determined to fupport ~heir rights, 

when they themCelves di not with fOl any {nch {up-. . 
po t. It is true that:1 great part of the Dutcli, damel,-, 

the French party in HoU.d, were fo far from den g 

aififtancc from England, tho tty woUld, if poffible, 

have repelled it. But at that time. the French party 

in Holland bY' no m (lns conftit ted the Du cb G~ 

man part 
gard be had to landed~perty. willa 



gerous confequences.of it to England" 

en France is in po:ffeffibn Qf t~ Low 

as not am ' 'time 

~herefore ~on vert t~~ 



) 
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the Scheldt, as to frighten the Dutch, an't!" 

to . nduce them to ward off the danger by 

the payment 0 orne millions of fiOrillS, 

:w hie they cffetl:ually di. or was it the 

duty of England in t11e year 1785, to am 

the D c the Emperor: Engla 

d.efiniti ve treaty of peace was not figncd 'be­

fore the 20th of May, 17 8-f; (8) a. in tlte 
a • 

:fhor~ interval which elapfcd, no t eaty 

alliance had been m' de bet een the t .. . 
puwers. But in the year 1 7g2 England, by 

virtue of the treaty f 1 i 88~ was really bound 

to ill, in protetl:ing not only the temtolY 

of the United Provinces, but likewife the 

ranchifes an liberties, f ich that which 

the Sclfcldt w. .-
'Vith great injufi:ice 

• 



mere circumibnce, that the French 
( l . 

bci:ome mailers of the Auilrian Ne- . 

the 



the 



. Htjtory of the Politic LeH. Xl. 

, 1792, was much too great to be difregarded 

by the Britifh Government. And it was of 

the higheft impertancetofEngland, ~o pre­

vent, if pollible, t e French from bec~ing 
, \ . 

rpafters of Holland, as it was obvious'that, 

~ith the additional advantage of he Dutch 

coaft and the Dutch navy, they would take 

the earlieft opportunity of attacking Eng­

land wi h double force. (11 ) . 
t • 

denied, with his wonted hypocrify, that the French 

t70vernment lla« apy defign of invading Holland, 

made no fcruple to complain afterwards (A fes Com­

mettans, p. 79), that I£olla~d was nat fooner attacked. 

(11) Bl'Hfot himfelf, in his fpeech of the 12t Jan. 

1193, made the following acknowledgment, in fpea -
() 

ing of the Engliih nttion: "Sans doute elle avait 

"raifon, lorfq e la France etait fous Ie defpof me: 

" elle ava. rajfo 's'opposer ta l'extrJion til Hollande 

" de l'influence de la France: cette nfluence 1 ten­

ce dait\CJ.u'a augmenter fes forces." Moniteur, 15 Jan­
vier, 1793. He immediately added, indeed: " Mais 

cc fi jamais la Rcpuhlique F:-anc;aife etait appepee a 
c endrc.la liber~e a la Hollande, ce ne fera~tpas pour 

. '. 4' augmcDtcr {on influence . le n'en veut aacune fur 
" les 



When we furtlier take into the account . 

the decree of the 19th of ovemberl with 

all its concomitan c' cumfr nc I defcribed 

ill th preceding chapter, . e uft acknow-. . ' 

ledge,. that the Britifh Government had nOt. 

a. mome~ to lofe and that vigorous prepa­

rations were neceffary to refcuc Great Bri­

tain from the defrrutlion with which it was . 
threatened. pn th 1 ft of D~cember ther~-. 
{orel as [oon a<; intel1ig~nl!e arrived in Lon-

. . 
, don 0 the public encour. gement which had. 

been given by the Naticnaf Convention on 

the 28th of November, to thofe focieties • 
,who h~d announced their dcfign of over'" 

turning the Britifh Conftitution, the follow-
• 

" s etats etrange ." But the· fophiftry of this dir-
• • 

tinCtion could deceive only thofe wh~ either were, or 

cho,fe be, blind ~ and :t prefent every one knowt 

by ~xperience, whether republican France d' play. 
lefs ambitio lbJd lefs defire to extend its i eec:e 






