
" 'View to fub<t'ert the liJ<;)JS ana ij/abliJl!.ed con 

"jii Uti01t of this realm, and to d:Jlroy ali or-

• It der aild go'Vcmmml therein, "an that a JPiri/ . . , " 
" rf t'tmu/t alld d!foraer, tlz reb)1 excitrd, na! • 

It lately jhewn itfeff in at7s of riot alld hlLtr! 

reajon. and w ereas under the prcfen 

It circum frances it is more p rticularly ne­

tt ceifary that, for the immediate fuppreffi n , . 
" of fuch attempts, fome ad ition ill uld be 

• • 
~' rna e, as the exigency of the cafe :1y re-

" quire, to the force wlfich .may be in rcadi" 

4' nefs to act for the fupport of the ci il 

" magifrrate: we, th refore, being determin­

"e to exert the powers veftcd in us by 

" law for the protection of e perfons, li-

our faithful fub-



Clf. XI. 

. t 

occafion afore-

(( of our militia forces as may more imme­

'l diately enabl~ us to (ptovide for the faid 
. . ~ 

It 'imp~rtant obj6cts. And we do hereby, 

Ir in purfuance of the faid recited act, notify 

\0(' to all our loving fubjetls our ~t'l:d inten .. 

ft tion, and the caufes and occafion thereof." 

( . 
On the 1 ft of December was iffued, like-. .. 

wife, ~another proclamation, by whi~h the 

'meeting ofParli~meht was fixed for the 13th 

of thi month. (12) But before the Par· 

liament affembled, a very numerous meet­

ing of the merchants, bankers and t J.ders 

of the city o{ Lbndon, was held at Mer-

•• 
(12) It is J!!'inted in the NeW' Annual Regifter, 

\ 

1 '192 ; lic Pa)Jers, p. 59 It col\~ains nothing more 

than ufual, except the mention of a law) whkh ~naas, 
that if the militia be called out when the Parliament 

5 

is not fitting, and the prorogation will not expire 

w.ithin fourteen days, a proclamation ihall be iiflled 

So, its atremhling within ilia " 



• • 
CH. x.} 0 

chant trtyl s' Hall, at which the following . 
Declaratiolt in jipport rf tIle COl!flitution if 
Great Britain was unani~ouflYlcfolved.(13) 

• 
'~ e the merchants" bankers, traden, • 
• 

" and other inhabitants of London, whcJfe 

• H nam are her unto fubfcribed, perceivi 

" with the' deepefr concern, that attempts 

H are made to circulate opinions contraI}' to .. 
It the dearefr interefrs of ~ritons, and {ub-

• • 
" v~dive of thofe principles which ve pro-

U duced and preferv<.!d opr rpofr valuabie 

"privileges, feel it a duty we owe to our 

" country, ourfelve and our }Jofterity, to in .... 

" . te all our fellow-fubjeCls to join with us, 

I' in the expreffion .of a fin re an~ firm at­

"tachmejlt the conft tution of thefe king­

H doms, for~ed in remote ~nd impt'oved 
• • 

,,' fucceeding ages, and under which the . . 
H gl ri us RevQlution in the year 1 

a conftitution wifely.framed fot 

( l:l lb. p. 67. 

4 



(C rit, that it has on former occauons been, 
. I' f· t 

" and we truit in future wi i be found;com-
, " / 

• H petent to correa. its errors and rcfor~ its 

(C 'abufcs: our experience of the impro,-e-
t ' 

4"'nlents in a~nculture arM manu tiures, 

" of .~he flouriihing frate of navigation and 

mcree, and 9f ;n.creafed populati ; , . ". 
H frill fa ther impels us to make this public 

• • 
" dedaNltion of our determined refol\ttion 

"lto fupport" by ,c'vcrY means in our power, 

{t the ancient and moll excellent conftitu­

, tion 'of Great Britain," and a goycrnment 

'crt 

"our beft en eavours to imprcfs on the 

" minds of thofe connected \0\ th s a reve-

and increafcd the ~joyments of a 

d profperous .,people." 



ftitution of Killg, Lords and C01.11mOm in 

oppofition to tHo e focieties 'who, 011 the 
• • 

28t of November, had {( lemnly announced. 

their dcfign of introdllcing a Natiollal Coh­

"(Jelltion. AcE ve· meafures were taken al 

both by Government and by the Magifrratcs 

London, to counteract the effects of the 

projeCted infurreCtion .• TI1e guard' at the 

Bank was augmented, the Tower >was put 

into a 1l:ate of defence, anq fev~ral regimerlt.S 

were afTembled in the neighbourhood of the 

metropolis. On t e 13 til of Deremoer t 

Pa iament met, and was opened by the fol. 

lowing fpeech from the thr ne : 



~[t.H. XI. 

18, on 

H a military 



• 

CH. XJ· GrPIl 

:' a milit y force 'in fuppo!t of the 

"magiftrate. The indufrry employed to 
" .excite difcontcnt, on various pretexts, and 

" in ·differe~t prof the'kingdom, las ap­

" 'l:ared to proceed om' a dcfign to at-
• 

, "tempt the defrrudion of our happy CCJll-

i' frit lOn, an the iutn'erfion of all 

"der and government: arul this dejign 

"has evidmtly been pllrJited ill connetlion 
) 

" and concert 'with peifo'h/s ill fi ~jgll coltrt-

"tries, I have carefully ob(en'cp a ihid: , 

." neutrality in the"l prefent war on ilie 
I ' 

~, Continent, and have uniformly abftain­

"ed from any . nterferenr.e with refpect 

" 0 the 'internal affairs of France: but it is 

" impoJlible for me to fee, wjthout tIle mofl fe- '" 

" rious uneY£nifs, the1Jirong and itlCrenjillg' 

" iudicatio1Zs which have applared titer,} if an 
, ..iJ 

C intention /1) excite d!lh(.rbances ill other COlt,.· 

"!1·ies to difregard the rights qf~~eitj,al ~a-
" lions, and to pur/ite vie-ws if CO?lqt~di a 

." aggr(lndizemeJlf, as wtl! as to a& 'PI towlI~d 



"Jitres wlziclz are neitlzer c01iformable to the 

" taw of 1l0tiO'lS, 'nor to ttllJ prfiii'~e JUpula­

," tio1lJ rf ex!fiillg tr~aties" Under all there 
• 

"'circumftances I have felt i~ my indif-

", penfable duty to have recourfe {lt8 thore 

" "means of prevention and internal defence 

~, with which I am. entrufred by law; arid , ~ 

" I haye, 'alfo thought :it right to take fteps 
( ! 

" for making fome augmentation of "my 

" ,naval and military tbrce, being perfuaded , ( 

" that thefe exertions are necdIary in the 

" prcfent ftate of affairs, 'and are beft calcu­

" lated both to maintain internal tranq~ll­

" lity, and to rynder a firm and temperate 

" conduCt eftecrual '[or prefenqng the blef-

ace:. Nothing wilI'be neglected 
I 



" nour to fulfil." 

t , 

hen we confider tb'" I ctgnit 

da • er, which immediately, as well a mc" . , 
diately, hreatened the Britifh empire, V\ • • 
muir admit that his Majcfry's fpcech • 3 

couched in terms of great moderatioll: and 

this moderation will app~ar fiiI ore on­

fpieuoufly, if it be co ared with t 

ing" and menacing la guagc which 
~ 

lately held by the Prefid nt of the National 

Con vention. The fpeech contained no pro-
• 

pofal of a declaration of hofiilities, but ex-

preffed an ardent defire for the pr fer at ion 

tary force: ut t is au~mcntati 

lut ly necdTary for the prefer-ratio 

tain, and prefented the (,~ly hope w 



tion is threatened by another, efp~cially by 

a nation which difplayed fuch ambition and 

tbirfr of eon~~cft, it ealJlloj poffil:ly e:cpeCl: 

to prevent the inteQded attack by al1y ~her 
( " ( \ 

<means, than by vigorous preparations of <de-

fence. If, iU'fr~ad of having recour0 to pre-
/) ~ 

p~ations of defence, an Ambaffador had 

been (ent to Paris, to make reprefentations to 

the Natio{lal Conyention, which had already, 

ill the moft folemn and public man?er, de­

clared itie1f hoftile to the Britiili Govern-
• \-

ment, and confequcntly to the Britiih Na-

cion, (1-1) the' danger would not have b~en 
- c 

(14) Whatever theory be adopted in regard to e 

()rigin of the power exercifed by a government, or to 

fouree from wh eh that power is derived, every 

(me muft admit, that as long as the ma,lority of a na-, , 

tion d "'s with .Jor a revolution, a declaration of 

nft its governmen~ and e'onftitutioll . , a 

d~cfar~tiOi. of hoftilities againft the nation at large. 

But there' 'an he no doubt, that the great bo~ of the 

Britiih Nati(ln, even in the year 1'792, was fiocere1y 

attached to Jhe prefent eonftitution: and that, tbougl 

the focieties" who wUhed to ei8Jllifh a National COD- • 
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averted, but augmented: the Convention ' 

would have regarded the meafure as a token 

of &ar~ the pride an ambitit:>n f the French 

ruler would have rece' ed · new nourifu­

me ", and the refolution exprdfed on t e • 

28th of ~ovember, would have been more , . . 
ftrongly confirmed. The refult of a confe-

rence, which Mr. Pitt, a few days before the 

meeting ofParlia ent, had already ad th 
• 

Mr. Maret, (15) afror s mple proo of this 
• 

vention, were really form' able in corifcquence 

their unremitted affiduity and their ~onncxions with 

France, they were not, with all their profelytcs and 

advocates, to be compar~d, either in point of rroperty, 

or n in point of number, with thofe who wi!hed 

to preferve the ancient conftitution. For this objec­

tion, however, the French !Uler had all exceUent 

falvo. " Lesrevo utions, repo~dait-on, ne font qu'avec 
• . .# 

" les minorit~s: ce'ft La minorite I]jJl a E r' olu-

" Iu . on Fran9ai e." Brifi'ot a fes Comm ans, p. 81. 

(15) T is conference, with the refult of it 



. affertian: fur Mr. Pitt's bare confent to ne .. 

gotiate with an agent of the Executive 

Coun<:il, was openly attributed in the Na-, (' . ,. 

tional Convent.i.an~by Le Brun, the Flen~h 
. ¥inifrer far Foreign Affairs, to a fUPfofed 

dread of the French power on tJ1e part or' 

the Britifh Minifrry. Betides, ·what recep­

tion could an Amba1r'ldor' of his Britannic 

MrJeQy pave exp,ecred from the Prefident. of 

the French Com'oo.t;on, who had received 

with every mark of friendfhip, and every 
t • token of applaufe, the deputies of thofe 

focieties, who declared their refolution of 
f 

overturning the Britifh Government and 
I 

on11itution? The United States of Ame-

rica, agaiI ft W~lom the prefcnt Directory of 

France ads t,he fatme infidio~s part, as the 

atfon onv ntion a&~d a~'tin!t England 

Pt the.year 17Q2, have, in 17Q7, attempted 

an em'uaify under umilar circumfrances : and· 

it has ended, as every mall acquainted with 

the liticks and pJ;in~iples of the modern I 

( 

French. 



French rulers n~turally expeCted. 

American Ambafl"adors, infread of obtaining 

fati a~ion for pa . 0uries,.an fecurity for 

the fi ture, were not ad itted even to an 
audie' ee, and were oblige to return, afte . • .. 

" their miffi n had anf wcred no other purpofc 
•• • than to increafe the weight of the indigni- ' 

tics which had been already offered to their ' 

government and ation. I!ut the 1S 0 

neceffity for having re 0 ric to ana'Iogical 

arguments: for the National Convention 10. 
J • 

lemnly declared, on the 15th. of 'December, 

17Q2, that they at:knowledged no political 

infritution which was inconfiftent with the 

{overeignty of the people, and, confequent­

ly, according to their own rep ated explanar 
• 

tions, no king!.. government. (1 ) If, there.., 
~ • 

(16) In the iot ducuC:n to the decree euth 
of December, (of \vhicli more will be faid in t e f, -

lowing chap r) was declared: ~ La Convcnti 

tionale, 'fidele aux )iiincipes de la fouveraiDeic 4ci 



• tOre, a Britifh Ambafi"ador had bCt'n fent to 

Paris in December, ] 792, at a time when 
n 

voiution 1 conquefr had re-

duced the Nation!! Convention to a ftate of 
f t 

olitical intoxication, he would in all prQba-'f 

ility have been recci ved 1Nith an' ddrefs of 

'the following kind. "Do you come, Sir2 

H from the Britiih people t or do you come 
f· II ' . 

{t frorr( the Ki-!lg? If you come from th 

If peo,ele, we are reaay to receive you, and to 
. ~ 

." fuew the fame friendihip and fraternity, 
, • 

" a3 we ihewed to the deputies in the month 

ovemher. But eif you are fent by the 

f( King," to which the Ambaffador muft 
" have'replied in the.affirmative, U our anfwer 

" has been al~ead;v given: )Ye acknowledge 

H p.o otl cr (overeignty than tha~ of the pea-.. 
(. 

1 '92.-lt is a curious circumfiance, that it wa! on the 
l ftry day on which the National Convention virtually 

refufCd to acknowledge any kinJ?ly gOY~l'Jlmellt, that 
r.,F' made his motion in the Houfe of Commons 

ncling an Ambaifador from his Britannte Majefiy 
<" l 

~ce. : 



ft pIe." Thus would tlie Btitifh Govern- • 

ment, in fending at thJ.t time an 

dor to parts, not : . have ·1 

ing t caufe3 of complai ,but would have· 
• • • 

,broug t on the w'lole nation new injuri 

and infu t Befi es, wIlen an unarm.;d· n3. 

tion negotiates with an armed nation, the 

latter will always prefcribe laws to the for .. 

mer, efpecial1y if he unar d nati n ta~e~ . . 
. the firft fiep: for it is "to be obferved, that 

• 
as foo~ as a negotiation. was opened by th 

French Minifter in London: the' Britifh Mi­

niftry. continued it . • They did not, there .. 

for~ abfolutely refufe to negotiate with 

France: and the negotiation could be con­

d ded full as .. well in L ndon as in Pari~ 

But we fuall fce, in bne of e ollowing , . 
chap ers, wha was e ~efu!t of it. e iliaIl 

fee that the declarations of the Fren Ge& ~ 

vernment were in direct conttadiCliott t61ti 

the former were as falfc as the 

that the 



. 
• tiation had no other object than to amufe 

th~ Britifu Miniftry, fill the plan for the de­

,.~on of Great Britp was ripe .for" ex­

~tion. An· ar ament, therefore, by fea. . . . . 
well as by land, was the only me<tns of 

warding off the impendin~ danger : and this 
~ . 
inference was fo obvious, that in the Houfe 

of Lords the <l:ddrefs to his Majefry was 

;ovdted without,! divifion/ and even in the . 
Houfe of Commouscthe Oppofition was re-

t . 

puced to fifty ffiqpbers. (1 7) The two 

houfes of Parliament, or at leaft a very great 

majority, faw further, that befide an ar~na-
f 

rnent by fea and land, other meafures were 
". 

neceifary, in order to prevent on the one 

( 

hand the brealing out of the intended in-c . . 
furreaion, a d on the other hand, to difarm, 

I 

u much as po ible, the french. Government, , 
and tf, throw impt;diments in th ay of its 

yavowed hoftile defigQ.S. Of the for-

od Fo-
t 



mer· kind was the alien bill, and the bill • 

for preventing the circulation of Frenc& af-
• 

fignats in Englan : f t~e tatt kind were 

the t 0 bills, by which t exportation of • 

orn; -arms, and military fiores to Franc 

were pro j ited. ..But as each of thefe bill 

was m~de a fubject of complaint, it will not 

be fuper.ffuous to take 
• iliem. • 

• • 

The' alien bill was bro' ght into die U ppc.r • 
, .' 

Houfe, by Lord Grenville, on the loth of 

December, 1792, an on the 4th of Janu­

ary, 1 <JJ3, it finally paffed the Commons. (18) 
On this bill, which equally,affeCled fira.I?gcn 

of every count .' and in uded royalifts as 



counterad e mach in i ns of thr~ p.uiner ... 

ous eruiifarie ; w' ~h which England as at , ( 

t time over-run. But the National"Con-
t 

'cntion made moft bitter .. compla;nts, which 
• 

wa:; not at al~ extraordinary, a& the alicI\ 

bilJ prc[ented a very material obftad, to 

its cor~fpondcnce with the focietie, with 

wruch it acted in°c<Snccrt. As this reafon, 
( 

~howe,er, could not .be openly alleged, lit wag 

ncceffary t~ feck a pretext for complaint elfe 

. where: and they difco ercd a mofr excellent 

one, as they fuppofed, in the fourth article 
~ 

of the treaty of commcrce. (1 g) But this 
( . 

(19) The article rtns thus: "dJ fera Jibre aux fu­

jetJI e' habitat\s des ctats refpeaifs'lles deux fo~verains 



article, tho gh it has ll.een quote«!- for c 

fame purpofe, likewili', by Bri 'ili orators and 

Bri ifh writers, was the moft unfortUnate 

which' could ha" een ,adopt : for it had 
, ' 

bee violated, feyen rno t 1S before the p.e· • • 
' .. riod in quillion, by a decree of the Nation 1 

,Aifqmb1 
.. :(20) hich frill continued ' 

force;, and confc quently the arti<;1c was no 

longer binding on Great Britain. On the .. ' , . 
18th of May, namely, t Nati a1 Af .. 

{hangers refident in F nc1, w ~ich perfeCtl 

correfpOl dcd to the alien bill propofed in 

( 0) Yet Mr. Chauvelin, in his note to Lord Greu­

"iIle of the 7th January, 1793, had the aifurance to 

fay: "C'eft ainfi que Ie Gonver ment Britannique 

Ie premier voulu mpl'c un aite a qui l' Angleterre 

doit une grande f nie de fa profperit6. aueUe, 0 'reW&: 
• pour la France, arracl ' par l'adre1re et ~Nte a 

l'im/eritie ou a la orruption des agens du ou 



following 

month of December, (21) for by that decree . . 

was ordained, that every {hanger (without 

any exception i~ favour ~tthe Eng.lifu) who 
t c. (, 

had arrived in Paris after 1ft January, ~7g2, 

&uld, within eight days after the publica- I 

4) 

*:on of the decree, declarerto the committee 

of the feaion, where he lodged, his name, 

hi~ character, his lIfual pljice of abode, and 

his abO'd~ in Paris, and likewife prefent his 
. ( I . 

pa1fportJ if proyided with one; and it. wa 

further enaCted" that cyery ftranger, who 

(ZI) Though the decree oCthe 18th May, 1792, or 

the French alien aCl:, had probably efca ~d the ~otice 

of thufe members of the Britiih Senate, who oppoied 
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• • 

negled:td make the require bon, 
o 

fuould be fined an hundred livfC!s, and fe"n .. 

tepced to an arreft not exceeding · three 

months, t 22) blft at lVhoevc made a fcllfc 

de ~aration, fhould be- r:cd 

• livres, and condeinned to an arrcft not c -
• ccedint fix months. (23) 

no s prop 1 run thus : "Tout voyageur, eStranger 

" et particulier, qui ll'habite point Paris depuis le 

" 1 Mars dernier, fera tenu dan les 21 heurcs de rc. 

" mettre a la lice un bull tin figne de deux citoyclJI 
" atHfs, conte-nant l'indication d(.' fon nom~ de {; 

• 
~, itat, de fa IDcur, pus peine de pri.folS ju/qu' .. 14 

'fin de gucrre." (On applalJdit.) Mo 'te 1 

May, 1.92. 

( 23) '!'be fiill: und fifth article$ of the 



em 

was furnifhe with!1 pa 110rt as ac:utately 

.dcfcriptivc of his ~fon, as when a .thf~f is 

.. 

a ·crtifcd in a public newfpaper: and it ,was t 

· .. n dangerous to deviate' from t~ route 

which .had been once affigned, and which 

Tas, (pccified in 'the . pa:{f~ort. (24) The 
, ' 

, ( 

" vier, 1792, fera dans la huitaine de la publication 
Q c 

, du pref, nt dec ret, au cOl1'ite de fa [caion, la decla~ 
• " ration de fon n'Om. fun etat, [on domicile habitud. 

~c d {on domicile a Paris; et il exhibera fon paireport, 

.s. "LeS etrangers, que De feront pas Ja declara . on 

"exigee, feront condamnes a une amende de 1'00 

.. Jivres, et a tine de~ntion, qui De pourra etl'e de plus 

.. de trois mois. Ceux q..u font de fau cs declarations 

., {Croat condamJks a 1000 lines d'mnende, et fix . 
( , 

,. 1Il~ de detention." Moniteut, 19 Mlii, 1792. 



• to fend meffengers to Paris, in order to' re-
t 

move the difficulties which were thtow in 
his way. (25) On thefe police regulatioDl 

in rance, w h' h were a viola"'ion of the 
• • 

fourth a~ticIe of thf ~ommercialt teaty, to 

fay the leaft of them, in an e al degree 

with any thing contain d in the ali ·bffi 

afterwards introduced in England, the Eng-

• 
Ii om the fpecified route (" s'il fe detourne de 1" dite 
route, de le mettre en etat d'arreftation"). . Whethe~ 

aJI the French patfports deJiv red to Engli111mcD • 

that time co tained tbis laufe I cannot £ty: hilt f 
myfelfkno an inftance at leaft f one, and have 



fembly, that they were abfolutely neceffaty 
«: ' (' , . • 

to prefervc interpal ,tranquillity. (26) .f3ut 

funilar regulations Were at leaft as neceff~ry 

in December, 1702, to preferve the internal 
f 

tr lquillityof England. Confequent1y, as 

the Englifh Government made no objeCtion 

to the ground 011 which tht! French alien . , 
bill was fra.mcd t n~t'Yitpfranding the fourth 

( 

On the 15th of May. 175'2, when the Fl'CllCfl 

alien bill was prop~fed, t.he neceffity of it was alledged 

in the following tenus: "Vne ..,'es caufes des inq~ie-
" tudes de ccttc grande c.ite vient de fa circulation r ; 

" pide d'ctrangers, que la curiofite, Ie befoin, ou leurs 

:tifaites y attire; ell doit accueillir fans doute tous 

" c~ux qui vienne accro'ltreo la maffe de 04"es richeffcs, 

,. mais .'" rlUvoir l f mOnJires, qui voudr'nient ddchircr 

u.fl1'fil1l~ us habilans de' Pari!. n'ont~pas de; plu: 

" mo1te1a ennemis, que ceux qui fe couvrent d'u1I n011~ 
( 

"ld'We powr fDrmtr les pro/els' Its plUf horriblts. : 0-

niteur. 1 ai, 1192. This ,lefcriptiop applies to 

tlie fit.uation.olLondon in December, 1192, ruu ~-
..uM to that of Paris in May ... ~ 192. I '"7 . t 

f 'article 

( 



it had been ftipulated, tliat every 

mln !bould travel :Without. a ~aifport, with. 
out detention, and as 'jree~ in France as 

in ~ngland, the French overnment ought,· 
o • 

likewife, to have a mitted the validity of 
• 

the reaions in favour of the Englifu alien 

bil1. This, however, they thought pro~ 

to refufe, and by fo doin fubfcr~bed it 

ow.n condemnation: fo, their appeal to the 

treaty of commerce involved a tacit'\cknow~ . , 
ledgment, that this very tteaty had been a'-
ready violated on the part of France by the 

decree of the 18th of May, and coniequcntly 

could no longer be enforced on Gr~at Bri­

tain. In whatever light, t1 retbre, the Bri-: ., ~ 

tifu alien bill. be viewed, the National Con­, 
vention had !i.O right to complain of it :(27) 

(27) 



htn. we further take into the account, 

en the French alien act was made, 
no m re .exceptep. ")ritifu fllhjcets, 

than the Britiili. at":n act excepted Fr(IDch 
• • t . 

fu "cas, the Britifh Government had not <le-

, viated from the i1:rictefr neqtrality, ,~8) but 

was it necetrary that the Government of Great Britain 

1hould make a diplomatic communication on this fun. 

jed: to that of France, when the 'rench Government, , 
at the timt: its own ~lien bill paired, made no fuch 

I , 

communication to the Government of Great Britain? 

And if we further aik in \vhat the required explana-
" tion ihould have 'confifted, they who cenfure the omif-

non of itt will find it difficult to give a fatisfaCtory an­

'{weI'. For the explanation Imift either h~ve implied, 

that the National COIlvention aCted in concert with , 
pel'fons who were attempting to overturn the Britiih 

~onftitution, of it mil: have implied the contrary. 
But an explanation, whi.ch implied le former poii. 

tion. would cert inly: not have falisCtied either the 
(, , 

french or their l'iends: and ion ex "Ilation, whid 

implie tl)e latter, would have contained an abf&lute 

(aIr. 000. 

r.e Bi'u.Q:~ acknowledgmens. made at the 

end of AucUft, 1792, .Dd quoted at the beginning of 
,.b. iL It dltftVd .ife be 110 , that Chauv:­

lin's 

( 



() 

• 
Ii cry ~xpre{fed i~ Eeadine~ to. amfr . 

overt;hrow of the Britif11 c(tnll.itution, the 

cha~e which has been laid to Britail). 

coils witq ten~fold force on France. 
o· • 

While -the alien bill was frill under the 

either Houfe. 

jeCl: was to make both the payment and the 
'~ 

tender of Fr~nch affignats illegal, was equal-

ly nece{fary with .the preceCling: for, not tq . .) 

mention thejmmenfe lofs which would have 
(I 

been finally {ufiai1'led by a cOntinued circu .. 
f -



\ 

Hfo;ry 0/ the Politicks , 
rench affignats,. (zg) the.l. adonal 

ConY: ntion, ~s long as its paper was takert 

in payment, ~oulp. create;at its p1eafure~ e1en 

in Great Britai~, wllatcvei {urns it thought 
~ ~ 

. p er, and emptoy them as the mearis of 
~ . 

etrcaing the intended infu~reaionf Merely ( 

during the time that Cambon wa ( at the 

bead of the Committee of Finance, affig­

nat!. wcr.c ifi"ued to the amount of three . . 
'thoufand millions of lines: (30) and hence 



, 
c . XI.] ,of Grtat Britain 11M FratlCt. 

'J 
WAS necdTary to purchafeo five·an.d-tw 

• 
. mi.lions oflivrcs, appears from ~ pa1Ta!e ct!ot-

f:d ifi ~e precedin~ ~hapter (311 from Bd{.. 
fot's arldrefs to his conftitu~ts ~nd that thde 

, . . 
nve-al'ld-twenty millions were purchaiC 

with ficret... views,. is evid~nt from the cit .. 

cumfrance, that no account, as Brifi'ot him­

felf acknowledges, (32) was ever given of 

them. Lafi:ly, that the ficr!t views,of tlfe 
• 

French rulers, in makirPg ~thefe remittances 

to England,. was to prgmote the rebellloR 

which they expeCted would -foon' break out" 

appe~rs like wife from their own confeffioru. 
" (33) <") Under thefe circumftances, the ~. 

(3l) Note 42. The expreffion ufed by Bri«"o . 
"'Vingt cinq millions de numeraire aclwh en An. 
"gieterre," clearly proves that the remittance 1111 

made, not ·in hard caili, but in affignatf, or other Pro­
m.lfory~no.from the Fr~Dch treafury. 

(32) 

• 



IOn of 

, 
Hifto'y If Ine Politids 

. \ 
the affignat bill was a 'cry wife . 

au a very nccdfary meafurc, as it deprived 

the French GQvcrnmeht of one of the.'mofi: 
( t ~ . 

powerful en inc • which it intended" to em-

• ( ploy; in overtur~ing the Britiih Confri~ution .. 
( 

• f 
C f! 

of December, the two 

other bins were brought into Parliament, by 

hie the exp,ortation 0 , arms and corn from 

Great Britain t • France was prohibited. 

he ne cffity of tpis prohibition waS fo ob­

vi us, that it ·is extraordinary how anyone 

could call it in qucfrion : . for, as foon as one 
t 

government has reafon to believe that ano-

er is hofrilcly inclined (and the ho ile de­

ttgns of th National Convention againft 
• 

the Briti Govcrnment d Conftitution 

of buI. 

coin, appears from· almct's' Elli­

of the CQ81parative Strengt.h of Great Britain, 

it is fuc:wD that, in the year 1792, not lefs than 
. I 

~. ounces of fil r were perchafed wi 'lffig 
., , and !eDt f«t rane , 
~ ____ ~ ________ ~ ____ ~~~~~ ere 



he two grand materials of war, arms an 

bread. t. the p ohibi ion of the cxporta·. 

tion of arms, neither Mr. Chauvelin, nor the 

National Convention made the leafi com-
• • 

plaint~ being confcious tha a comp int of . . 
this k~nd woulri be too grofs even fo them-

fdyes: but as fome wri ers .have. really ven ... • 

tured to make it, and to aifert, that the 

arms and ammuniti bill wa~ a violation of .. 
. the t aty of commerce, it will not be fuper ... 

fiuous to note, that the National Affcmbly, 

thirteen mont before t e period in quef-

tion, had filice y prohibited th exportafon 
• 

o ar s and ammunition of every kind fro 

• 

France, (34) and confequentll that, ~fuch • 

a prohibition ~as a violation of the ~ 



• ll~ory he Politic~ 

of tlDmmerce, France itfelf had already vio .. 

lateCl the treaty, likewjfe, in this point, and 
f, 

hence had ft:.rfelted all ~r tenfions to-the ob .. 
• tI f 

• fervance of it op. '.:he part of England;, 
t , 

'" With refped: to the corn bilJ,1~muft be 

obferved, that the exportation of wheat 

grown in England is fubjed: to different re­

~latiQhs from 1:hat ?f fo~eign wheat, which 

has be~n importetl'into England. To pre-
o 

vent fcarcity in our own country, his Ma-
, . 

jefry, with the advice of his Privy Council, is 

empowered by an act (of parliament,' made 

long before the prefent war, to prohi~!t, by 

a public order, the exportation of 'Britifh 
( 

wheat. An order of this J..:ind was iffued 

on, the 15tH of November, (1792, and was 

printed in the London Ga~ette_ 

-



• pnrtatio 0 Briti1h eat. 

• 
themfe1ves hlid already adopted a 

meafure: for during the who~ of tit :year 
• 

1702, ,no wheat rench .growth was a-

port from France, bee ufe hey wanted it 

• for t eir own eonfumption: On the order • 

therefore, ;which YV' s publiihed on the 15th 
• of November, the French Government 

could make n complaint; and Mr. Chau­

velin himfelf, in is letter tQ Lor: G • 
ville, of the 7th of Ja try, (35) admittea, 

,that it was nothing m re than " t e effi 
• 

H of the foreiight and pruaencc' of the Et:tg- ' 

(35) To prevent mi akes, it is neceifary to ob;. 

ferve,. that Mr. Chauvelin fent two fetters to to 
Grenville, on the 7th January, 1793. They are 

of them printed in the Moniteu ,17th Jan. 1'~3; . 

but the former, which relate to the alien bilJ, and 

bas been all'ea y quoted, is there.- termed. ~Ntltt 

emi, e par Ie CI oyen hauvelin a Lord Gren\'iUe :" 

the tatter, which relates to the corn bill, and.i • .eallt 
• in the nt place, is termed" uttr, du cl~Jaa 

Chauvelin a Lord Grenvitle." 
. T3 



O[CH.~. 
f , 

~, lifu Adminiftrati. ~"( 3() ~ut the ad: ' 

,of parliament which paffed at the end of 

Dec ber included foreign corn, which had 

been imported iQto EngJ,~nd, a~d pro~ib1ted 
the exportation of [t in any veifel bOlllld to 

, France. (37) This act affeCted, therJfore, 
t 

France alone, and confequently J(' :had the 
• ~ational Convention acted amicably toward 

Great Britain, would have been an inftance 

of ,~lam~able partiality. But who will ven-.. 
ture to 'blame this. pr..rtia ity, who has read 

he f3.& recorded in the preceding c!hap-
l 

t~r? (38) An enl!my has no right to expt:ct 

(36) His own words were t'f' un effet de la prevoy­

ance et de la fageffe de l' Adminifl:ration Allglaifi " 

( 

c 



• 
as a friend; d as 

the National Convention had publicI 

feffed itfclf, a who! month before the 
• 

bill ~ffed, an el y to the B 'tifu G6 ern 

men, it could not be · \uppofcd that the . 

lattc-r would further contribute. to the fu -

port of 1 form r. 

rcafon to believe, that the vrders given by 

the French Government toward the clofe of 

h ~ . If'. · , 
t e year 17g2, tor the pur laie 0 ,coIn lO. 

England had not' mere y the fUPRlying of . 
. France for its objeCt; Of, though there w , , 

already as much VI heat in France dS wa 

necelrary for th~ co fumption of :he coun­

try, . 3g) it was purchafed in England' by 

his letter to Lord Grenville of tIl 7th of january. to 

term it, "un a _ de pel/ie/i •. " He mufl: undoubt. • 

edly hav~ taken or granted that 1h Britifh Mindlc~ 
• were wholly un quai e~, not ollly with t Jw n' 



'beginning of December, at a much higher , 

price \han it could have Qave been purchafed 
( , 

elfewhere. (4 ) . The Ftell::h Government, 
t 

therefore, had, ~#Hout doubt, fecret is.ws; . " 
altd thefe fecret views were, to occauon a .-

f,arcity of corn in Engiand~ to exchr there­

by a general difcontent, and thus promote 

the wifhed - for infurreCtion. (41) Did , 
r • 

vention, 00'1 the 29tli of November. See the Moni-

teur, 1ft December, 1792." -. 
t (4-0) In the fitting of tl\e 6th of December, 1792, . . 

Marat brought the following complaint again,fr tho 

(A fes 
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France erve then to be treated OQ the 

{arne fo~ting . with friendly nations? and i; 
t e complaint ab ut partiality foun ed on 

jufrice? No on ho as a r rd for truth, 

wil venture to 'affert it, r to maintain tha .. 
the Britifh Government ought to have 1-

mml its 0 n, and have encreafed e 

frrength of its enemy. Self prefervation is 

not only a right~ but a duty; and the pre-
• {ervation of the Britifh oyern1J;tent and 

COJ}fritution was a du·ty, which Miniff 

owed to the nation a large • 

I is evident, therefore, that the four ads 
• 

of Parliament,which ha.ve been thl': fubjeds 

of the preceding inquiry, were nothing mo~ 
than meafures of precau lOn, which t 

• • • 

danger then impending oye Great Britain 

re uired. nd a to the naval ar 

which was ordered at this time,' was 

• 



( [-eft. x • 

very modetate, that it did not equal the 

number of iliips which the Frcnch had al­

ready commiffion. Oply nine thoufand 
f 

feamen and rines werc fv :ed on the 20th ,. 
of December, is:: apdition to the peace e~1:a-
• • 
bli ment which was iixtcen thoufand: (42) 

an~ 110 further addition wa made (till ten 

days after the National Convention had de­

clared war. (43) But fiye and twenty thou-
C { . ' 1 f {and {calllcn and 'mannes werc hard y fu -

( c 
ficient to !pan eighteen fhips of the line, w,ith 

thtl proportion.ate l~um er of frigates, floops, 

and cutters: whereas the Fl'cnch, even three . 
months before the prden period, had not 

le[s than twenty-one, ihips of the line, thi ty 

( 

(4-Z) See, the fupplies granted by Parliament fo! ~je 

yeKr 1193 ~n the ew Annual Regifter; Public r -



•. 

• 
if Gre I B,.itarn and 'FrtmCe. 

and garrimns in Great Britain 

amounted in December, 17g2, to only fit-
• 

teen thoufand feven hundred men : 
• 

th~s (mall num r 

for the declaration of ar, 
• • 

• fixteen hundred. (45) Hence, in that 

of. his ~efry's pecch, whi~h was parti<iu­

larly addreiTed to the Houfe of Commons, it 

was efrimated, that the preparations then 

making would b; amply d frayed from the . 
e1rcefs of the actual r v nue J:>eyond the or-

• • 
" • . . 

the 23d of September, 1793, quoted in the preced-

ing <;hapter, Note 5. Briffot likewife (A fes Com­

mettans p. 151) fays : *' L' Allg1etl"rre, qui n'a com­

me ce d'armer que trois mois apr;:s MUS tic." anti p. 

" 56 : " Des Ie t )ois d'Ottohrc on avait prevu 1a p 

ftbilite d'entrel' ; •.. guerrc avec es puiifanccs 

times: le Coml e diplomati ue et de dHcnfe genera1e 

tion des fommt'S onjidcra/;les." 
J 

mpare the army fuppUcs cc-ante 
with thofe 

• 

• 



r 

Biftory of tlte Polt'tickS ( ~CH. X • 

eXP!=Jlditure. "(46) But ;,t ippears ' 

fcom the fourth chapter of the prefent wo!k, ~ 

that tfiis excefs, which had been added to 
~ 

the {mking fund, ·did nptc- 'tEter the re<lu~-
# . 

tKm of the taxes tInt had taken place'! in 
( ( " 
til .. preceding remon, amount to more tha~ c 

twp hundred thou{and pounds. an~ with 

two hundred thoufana pounds it was not 

poffible to fit out a fleet, which, if we COIl­

:fiaer' the forward 1tate of the French navy _ 

at that time, could do more than act on the 
~ 

defenfive. The French. Minifrer for Foreign . ( 

Affairs, in his report to the National Conven-

tion on the 10th of Dec<tIDber, fpeaking of 
the preparations then making i? Engla~d, 

{aid himfe1f: "There is notlzing( ~ thife arma-.. ' 

CI' mentl, which ought (0 alarffl'- U{, fince they 

u ex~ed by onIs' four fhips of the line the 

., number which has been' com!niffioned in 

"-.the ~Ceding years; fwce among the 1ix-

• 

u teen 
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• 
• H teen thips now in commifi"lOn, there are 

"at leaft ten, which a~e known the .. . . 
" name of gua iEs, that is the oldeft and 

"t e leaft ferviceable ~ t Engllih nayY; 
• • • 4. "and laftly 1 fince the King has declared at 

It thefe rmam~nts would require no addi-. ' . " tional taxes, and tltat they would be de .. 

" frayed by the additional fum appropriated 

" to the extinction of the ational ebt: 47) 
• 

On the 31ft of Dece er, the fame French 

. Mrnifter, after fever fhips of the line had 
• 

been put in commiffion,' in addition to the 

four which he; had mentioned on the 1 ~th. , 
'747) "Ces armemens 11' ont rim qui «oi'll' "'IIS .J/4r­

mer, puifqu'ils n'excedent que de 4 vaUfeauxde ~e .. 

ceux qui ont .eo lieu da les annees prcceders 
puifque fur 1 vaHfeaux en arme eDt it y a au mGi_ 

10 connus [0 1a d' omination de garde ff 
a.eire, Ies phiS vieux et les plus deteriores de Ia mar 

• 
~ngl ife; puifqu'el1fin Ie Roi a declare, que CCI 
mens n& neceffiteraint aoc:m impOt extr din.re, t 
qu'il f&:\ffirai~ pour y fubvcnw, dea fODdt cldinc. i 
f.amol1i1Tement anauel de la d IIati 



, 
e-

ttelI, 

edged that France had no great r 

reafoo.ito be alarmed. (48). Indeed he could . . , 
not 'th trutQ. have an:er(e~. the contrary; 

, . t 
for he well kne." tl t France had a more 
( , : 
~derable ileet in readinefs than Great 

Britain was the~ preparing, .and too\ great 
( 

ex~rti()ns were making fo~ a further aug-

mentation of it. 'Vith great injufrice, there­

fcue/ and fl\'ith equally grc~t inconfiftency, 
( 

were complaints made ~of the naval arma· 

ment of Great Britain ;n December, 1792, ,. 
For even, 'f the ~at~onal Convention had 

betrayed no dcfire of conqpeft on the Conti­

nent, had feized neither on Savoy nor on 

ces !fOS v:ilil"caux par]e rnanqu de rna-. 

oni~ 3 Janv. 1793, Even on t e 12th 

Jaaury. 1193, BrUrotma4e a fimilar acknowJeclg­
Whlell ill be quotCd at ogth in the following r 

the 

, . 



• 

• of Great Britain (ma France. 

the Nethe~Jand , had neither {ubdued a part 

of Germany, nor tltrcatened Hollan with 

ar invafion, the · mere circum france that 
, . . 

Fra ce had fitted ~ut! a rmi able fleet, 

w ' 14 have jufrified an equal armam~nt .on 

the part of Britam; and {inee the abonal 
• • 

. Conye~tion on the 28th of November, ~ad 
formally declared itfclf the enemy of the Bri­

tifh GovernmerJ , the la~er was. not nly 

jufrified, but in du -bound, to ' counter­

aa:~the machines which we the!l. at work . . ' . 
for its deftruCtion. The repro<1ch, therefore, 

wh' h was made to the Britiih Govern­

ment on account ~f the naval nrmament in 

Dc~ember, 1 iQ2, defervcs, like many other 

cenfures, '\\ hich have bee made to it durr -
, . . 

ing the prefc nt war, to be wholly inverted: , 
and France 'tfc1f. muft be reprooche , not 

on1y with ha, iI}.g armed at fea thre mont s 

before , Britain even made a co mcnce­

ent, (1')) but with ha,ing ordered the ar­

hy the-acknnt--



, 
i,CJH. X~. ( 

ational Conven:ian, the 

Hn~~~ov~nhnent had not tranfgreffed the . 

~ limits of neutrality. (50) 
f' • f f 

c ( , ~ 

In this 1ituation of affairs, while the .Bri-
'f . 

ti1h Government was ta.k.ib« nly mea[ures ( 
0 ' " 

f ' f 
.Q 'defence, a war between France and . 
Great Britain might have been frill avoided" 

~ad it ~n the will of t~e National Con-
0' 

venti<:>n; and the ~tive Council. (51 ) 

rallere de neutralite, qu' it Qvait ,otifef"V~e ju qu' hi 

/'owII4IIt Its -offlJliresf>:ie la France," etc. Moniteur 16 

Ja •• 1!'l93. By this admowledgma.lt the National 
COfJvpltion has IIndefigDedly fubfcrib~d its own con-
demnation. II 

".~ 
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That , it d:pended entirely on the French • 

• Government, whet~er peace ~ould b pre-
t • 

"pas de vous dec e If gu'rt"e. eMais foyez de 

"bo e foi; ne me trompez as;. n'ecoutez pas ces 

" pe$oits meffieurs qui vous eotobrent, et vous fiattent; • 

• " et qui aimeraient mieux jouer du plus fin, que e 
"march "roit. ppellez vous t~)Ujours, que vous • " tenez entre vos mains, par Ie hazard Ie plus extra-

H ordinaire ct. fe plus bizarre, la defiinee, pour ainfi 

" dire, de J'EuTope rntiel'e, et qu'en vous ecal';ant • 
" des principes que je vous ai tlaces dan ~ne lettre 

" p1'ecedente, et que Mare us a certainement 1'e-

" petEs felon les infiru8:ions que je hli at donnees. 
~ . 
" vous prononcerez un arret de mort tontre d s mir-

e, lions peut-etre de vos femblables. Pouvez-vous, 

" ofel-vous y penfer f: ns £remir? La paix, je vous 

" Ie ripite, ':ft facile a conferver; et 1" paix une fois 

" afilree, voila Ia pierre fondamentale pofee de celie 

" alliance entre nos deux pays, aLliance que j'ai tant 

" de{il~e, et que our l'obtenv je fuisJ>l'et de facriiier ' 

" ma 'vie. La nation Anglaife efi ~ien difpofee vel'S 

" la France, et ~omm la nation compte pour f,eau­

"c p dans ce pays-d, Ie gouvernement n'orera . 
" jamais marcher en fens contra ire : mais . votr~ 

" cote il n faut pas effarouc! er ni fatiguer peuple, 

" en decrian une Confiitution a laquelle eUe eft at-
t " achee d'une maniere que rien De peu ebranler. 

" Voila cependant recu:"l, fur Jequel je' 
• VbL. I. U , , . 



has been admitted by rench 

-er not only intimately ac~ 
/' 

" vous n'~z eho·uer e [; s arier de l'indecencc. 

"qu'i aurait a oul 'r s'itnmifcer dans les daires 
e /' 
... terieures d'une autre nation, i1 faut cOlfvenir 

y. qu'une dehlarche fi peu mefute ferait aul1i inde-

" celltc, qu'injufte et, dangereuffi. Le Ul· . hellr eft, 

" que vous ~emblez avoir Ie manie de vous meier de 

" tout j et fouvenez-vous, mon ' a1!li, qu'en fe mclant 

( . 

tout, 011 gate tout. Ec®utez-moi e ore un 

" fois et une fois po~r tout; lie rendcz pas fa gairre ' 
, 8 

" 11~ccffaire, ni commi 11lefure de precaution, It; par nt-

'~ ccffi" pour rl'po~/fTcr un grcjJio1Z de votre PO/'t, et 

" vous Ii! /' aurex pa!; cotnptez la deff'us et je repon­

" drai du 1 fte. J'entrevois meme des difpofitions 

" tres favorables en Javeur dc(la pai:>.' ; ne forcez donc' 

H pas Mr. Pitt, par votre imprudence, a fe declarer 

"contre valis.", Authentic Correfpoll ence, etc. 

Appendix, p. 94 7. On the falfe report, which 

Was propagated ith gr It indullry, lat Mr. Pitt had 

thcn i;ltermeddle. in the intcrnal, afFlirs of France, ill 

order to drca: a oountcr-rev lilian Mr. Miles had 

air y written to Le Brull on the 18th Dec. i 7 ' ,as , '. . 
follows :' Le r~ pport ~galcmcllt denue de fout fonde-

" meat que Mr. Pitt 6tait l'ennemi jure de la rev.o-

, I ution , fut re9u avec cette facilit6 aveugle, qui 

donne toujours aux men onges ]a viCtoire fur a 

,~·'ite. fore l'OUS rellV er it toutes Jes dedara: 
( ( {C . .( 

"ti 'S 

• 
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g~ainted ~i h th~ frate of politic at 

time, but wer~ themfelves in high an ot-. . .. 
ncial employme ..! will- q ote at the 

• bott.orf! of the page (52) n}y Wa few paffa.gcs 

t tions puhliques et f~Connues du Miniftre Anglais~ 
" depuis I commen emen!' Je Ja . evolution, po 

" vous convaincre, qu'il s'eft fait un devoir de ne 

" point fe meIer des affaires interieures de votre 
• 

"gouvemel\lent. Je rois qu'il a toujours r jClte 
" avec fermete toutes Ie ropofi en d'att: ues qui 

" lui ont ete (aite~ contre Ie ran9ais, et qu'H n'a 

" jamais voulu s'engager en . aueun jill"ojet e contre­

<c revolution; s'il s'eft fait un de , oir de ne jamais fe· 

" m~lel' de vos aifaires, il fe fait auffi une g)oire, .. 
" d'etre reft€: attach€: a s principes fages et equi-

U tables." lb. p. 75. 

( 5~) "La Clos, qui venait 'd' e e .nomme com­

mandant dans 1'10 e; propofa:it u' on Ie fit partir avec 

quinze mille hom es et quinze vaiff'~ ux de guerre, 
• ee qui fuppofait n ' eff'ail ment Ja guerre avec lcs An-

g! is les Hollandais, guerre qai. n'etait pint. de­

cJaree,. t't qu' il c~t Ct~ tr?s-Jacile II tres-1Iie~/fair' d' evi.· • 
zer." M' moires de Dumouriez, 'lm. i. p. 105, d. zqe. 
H Dans cette pofition on aurait pu ncgocier une ~aix 

... va. .ageufe. L' Empire et Ie Corps Helveti~e n'au-

raient cel'tainement pas r pu 1" nffutr que~r"""",.--. 
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. 'from the writings qf Dumouriez and Rrif., 

fot, which remove the .queftion beyond the · 

.pollibility 0 dO'ub~. :ru.l . the views' of Mr. 

~ Pitt were pacifiG, and that he really .~ifhed 
. ~ . 

to avoid a war with France, is a fact, whiclw 

t{ven his en~mies have been obli~~ to ad­

mit; for Kerfaint, a leading ~an in the Na­

tional Convention, and who was moreover 
( ~ 

decided\y in falour Qf a war with nglan~, 
• • 

( 

.del'Oi 'l'euple a' confervie jufqu' a prefent. La Hol-

land et !' Arlgletcrr~'tle fira ieni pas non plus dldanJes , 

L'Eul'ope ferait en paix, et la o'!tion Fraosai[e n'au­

l'ait pas comble tous fes crill es par Ie meurtre de la 

famillc royale, parle ddl:ruaion de Ja religion et des 

lois. et par une anarcllie barbare," Vie de Dumou­

riez, tom. iji~ p 25L-" Cette guerre (a\'ec l' Au­
triche) pl'omettait les 'Plus heureu'k fucces; la chute 

de la maifon d' A.utl'ichc, la Jibel'te d'es Pays-Bas devait 
• 

en ctre l'infaillible confequertce, ji J!on avait eu fa p ru-

de~e d'lviw· wne' gUC1Te maritime." Briifot a Ie Com-

• mettan!l, p. 68. Briifot wrote this in May, 1793 ; and 

acknowledgment, that France might have avoided 

the war with England, is the more worthy of notice, 

as ~e hitnfcl'. only a fewIVontbs 'pefore, had bee ~ 
_ : . ........, ... ~: tJte pl'~dpat..advifers 0 the declaration of it. 

" ,( ente d 

• 
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• 
entered, on ft January, 1703, into 

minute examination of the views and in· • 

terefts both of the m,inifterial and the 0 po. 

fition party in En a.d. and th 

the fdllowing conc1uuon t H -Pitt, therifore, 
o • 

• " does not wfJk for war. :'(53) It was, in 

• o . ,; • 
(53) His own ords were: "Pitt ne veut pa done 

la .guerre." MoniteUl', 3 Jan. 1793. Y t this very 

Kerraint faid, in a fubfequent part of his fpeech : C'eft 
• • fuor Ja mine de ]a Tour de Lond s que v us devez . 

figner, avec Ie peup/e Angfa:s ~etrompe, Ie trait6 qui 

reglera' les deftins des nations." Th,e pacifi views of 

the Britilh Cabinet, and The IliJfiile. \'iew f tht! 

Frenc~ Government ere acknowled~ed, therefore, 

without referve, at one and the fame time. Carra 

likewife, who Was not only a violent but even vim 

lent aa erfary of the Britifh Admilliftration, faid, in hi:. ' 

fpeech of the 2d January, 1793: "Ne jugez. done 

point de ce que v~us devez cr.aindre par les prepara- • 

tifs de I' Angleter. e, et la comedie qui s'efi jouee dans 
• 0 

Ie parlement de ncert. avec Ja cour, et ~roy( que 

l' inte ion de fa cour 1/' eJl rtellt'ment pas de nous aire . 
fa guerre, mais feulement· d'intimidcr la Convention-

atioft'ale: Moniteur, 4 Jan. 1193. That 81" '{ll 

Government wiihed to deter the NatioJlal Convetltio 

the execution of its ambitious projei\S, ould 

~la-""--:J 
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deed, impoffibk that he fuould 

~ L em' XI. ,. 
f' «~ 

or hemufr 

have forefeen that the, execution of. his ·fa .. 

vouhte p.rojeCts, the diminution of hr na­

tiona1 debt,' the aboh' of taxc , and the • 
( f . " 

/ promotion of t~ ~'general welfare of great 

Britain, ~ould be impeded y the expence~ 

refulting from a war with"' Franct. C' No ~an 

can willi to be difrurbed in his darling oc­

~pation, no nian can defire to be prevented , 
from fulifhing <i'work, which he himfelf be;-

( . 
holds 'Yi~h admiration; nor is it pofijble to 

~deri gratip.e~ti.on £fom defiroying the fruits ' 

of one's own ingenuity and iabour. Lafily, , 
the armament itf~lf, w ich was fo arranged, 

that the expenees of it fuould be defra 'ed by 

the excefs of the revenue above the ordinary 

« I 

hardly be thou ht blameable, evoo by ~he French 

lhemfelv s. On the 12th (: Jan ry. 1793, Briffit 

alfo, in a fpeech which is full ' of fophiftrY:l con­

, tradiEtidns, faid: "Je n'eteodrai pas plus loin ces re-
. d . f qUI Olvent vous prouver, que VOttS ne dev lI: 

pas crail1drc de voir Ie Cabinet d'dngleterre fe joindre 

4 'lI6s cn ,.:mis." ~oniteur. 15th Jan. 1793. 
• • 

. t ... expenditu , 
. ( . j 

--"'-""'---
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expendt\:ur , without either loan or ta es, 

ihews how firmly he held, and ho 

lin~ he was to paIt with his adopted ~la~. 

But the atio 1 <;onvelttioo :vvrefted it 

fronf his hands; and, wi 1 appear from 
• • • 

o the following chapter, left him no at r 

c40ice tl?an either to prepa~ for ' a fc rious 

combat, or to lay his 

France. (54) 
• 

(54) Chronological order woufd require, . .. 
words ihould be; faid here in regard to the well known 

• • 
Mr. Maret, who was in L&ndon at the begi ning of . . 
December, 1792. But as the tnirteenth cha er will . . 
be w~lIy devoted to the diplomatic communications 

between Great Britain d France. the ftOl'Y, that Mr. 

Mar~ was at this ti·me authorized by the Ficnch Ex­

ecutive Council, to treat with the Britith Minifiers, 

will be there examined, and conf< ted . 
• 
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CHAP. XII. 

Decree of the 'J45th December, 1702, tq.nd the 

Interpretation of it by the Executive Coun­

cil. New Exhortation tp all Natiorr-s, 'who 
f ~ . 

were. Inclined rto .lr:fo~reCiion. Menace in 

the NpJional Convention, of an Appea~from 

• tl. Goverrzr/ren,t to Yhe People qf Great Bri­

tain, with Brfffot's ·Irfterpretation of it. 
. , 

Bara;lon's PropoJal, t~except Great Britain 

from the Decree of the lfJth of Nov nber, 

rdeC/ed by tre National Convention. Cir­

cular Letter of tk Marine Minffler, Mo'nge, 

tCL the Inha~ita1tts of the Fr;nch Sea Ports, 
f' 

to roife them to a War with Great B 'lain, 
, . . 

and to attempt the Conqudl of it. Attack 
t 

on ~'Britifh Ship of War before the Ha,.-

{ 

. botlr of Brd1. MilJiOl1 of Mr. Getlel to fte , 
. . ' 

• Unite f 
•• 1 

i ~ 
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.U.nit~d tates of America, with Propoftls 

of an Alliance with France agai'tlfl Great 

Britain. Order.iffued by the Frenclf Exe-
o 

. cutive · Coun~i&too eneral Miranda, on the 

1 th of January, 17 3 10 invade Dltfcl~ 
• 

n Flanders a1ld the Provinc; of Zealand, a 

furtb,qi, within twelve Days. ArmaTnfnt 

of thirty Ships of the Line and tWe71ty Fri­

gates, in Addition to the twenty-two Ships 

of·tlte Line and thirty-two Frigd(cs a ready 

in Commiflion, i1l O~Jer to ati agai1!fl Great . .. 
Britain . . 

WHILE thcoBritifh Government WIli 

o engaged in taking mcafurcs of de-

fence, in confeqtttnce of the danger with ,.J 

which it MiS' already threatened, the 

tional Conv~ntiQn frill controued its ,llofrile 

p~jea:s, an~ gradually converted the proba-
. , 

bilit , ) that .it was determined to involVe 

Great .Britain, as welt 35 Holland? in 

into abfolute ctrtaipty. 
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By the decree of the 1Qth of November, 

and the conduct of the National Conven ion 

on tlte 28th of the fame , month, its {enti-
~ 

ments relativ to 'Grea~ .ri ip had been al-

,eady laid open" tQ 'ublic view: but a~ va-
o 

ri uS perfons, either through igIl:orance, or .' 

w~h the view (i)f throwing' ridiculf: on the 

uneafinefs expreffed by the Britifh Cabinet, 

had reprefented that decre'e, as an empty gaf­

conade, "ltd :lince this notion! had it become 
( 

prevalentl migpt have excited in th~ m,in~s 

ot many, wh? were iI1Clined to infurrection, 

a difrruft in the promifed affiftance' of France, 
. r 

the NationalConvention itudged it neceffary, 

by a new decree of the fame kind, to {avisfy 

the world, that its intentions of overturning 
f • 

the ne· hbouring gO!Vernment! were really 
, , 

ferious. On th.-e 15th of December, there-
. I t 

fore, a decree was made, which wa -re-

f: ced by the following i~troduction: U The 
~ . , 

H National Convention, after having heard 

u the repprt of the united finance, mili,tar 
t 

(( and 4 
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Ie and ~ matic committees, faitlifitl to the 

• " 'prin.ciples of the Jovereigllty of the people, 
" which does not ~ rmit flm}l to arkn ledge 

• 
, 'I any iriflitutiQ1 t miNt fe agaj,!fl it, ( 1) 

" a d wining to fix t e. r~gulation to 
• 

• H obferved by the generals of .the armie 

" the e ublic, ·in thofe cou tric to 'W hidi • 
" t~ey may ~arry their arms, decrees a fol-

" lows." (2) • 
• 

(1) Thus the ationa onvention vi!' ual!y 

dar d, that it acknowledged no kingly,. and, confe-. 
quently, not the Britiili ver mcn~; for ngly 0-

vemmen.t of c\'er1 dcfcriptioll had been repeatedly 

repr~bated, a:. an infritution 
• fovereignty of the people. 

(2) Seance du 15 Decembre. "La Convention Na­
• " tionalc, aprel avoir entendu Ie rapport de fes comi s • 

" de finance, . de la guerre, et diplomatique nSunis, 

" fidele aux ptJncipe de 1a fuuv~rail1ete des cuples, 

" i ne Iili permet pas de reconnaitre aucunc inJlttuthn 

" qui y porte attciatc, et voulant fix('1' les r6'gles a fu' re 

" Ie Generaux des 'mnees de la l'eR liquc dans 

" les pays ou ils portent les armes, decrete 

, fuit." , Moniteur, 17 Dec. 179~. • • 




