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The 4ecree itfelf conftfts of elev articles, 

and contains inftruCl:ions to be obferved by 

th~ ¥rench generals and, commiifaries, in ' 

every countrrineo whU::k. n~ French 'arms 

Plight be able t~ penetrate. The-Executive 

Co: . .mcil, that the purport of this decree 

miJ;ht not be, miftaken, . llccompaJOied it 

moreover with a commentary: and, as both 

the one and.the other are 'Worthy of notice, c 
it will b~ neceifa'ly to quote a few paifages 

t 

from each. ( 3) The firft article begins t~tis: 
L ' 

3) The text 1)£ th~decree, together with the com-

mentary. is printed in Chauffard'g ·Memoircs Hifto­

riques et Politiques, p. lS0-22S. The text ittelf is 
~) . . 

printed in Italic, the cOlumentary in Roman charac-

ters, in order to diftinguiih them: the whole is hgned 

by the fix minifters who formed the Executive Coun-
~ , 

¢if. Le Brun, Roland,Cla~ere, Mongo., Garat, Pache: 
and commentary ar.d text are thera dated 8th Ja-

{ 

nuary, "1793. Of this celebratd dec~"!e there are va-
riOIll e itions, which do not all agree, the re~fu of 

W:liCh is, that it received, on Hie 17th and 22J of De­

cember, f~le alterations and additions. wnence it is 

called, in Chauf'ard's particular illftruCl:ions, dated 31ft 

Decemqer,,,u Le Dietet de la Convention Nationa 

des 
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.. H In thofe countries, which are, or Jhall be 
" ! 4) occupied by ~he armies of the ench 

" Republic, too .rals :ilial immediately 

" p'1oclaim, in the nam 9f he Fr nch Na-. . 
• ct tion, the fovereignty of th~ people, d 

• 

" the lition if all cor!fiit1Jted autflorities, 
• 

u &C."(5) Here we have a pofitive and de-

• 
des ]5,17, et 22" cembre." (Chau1Thrd, p. 56). 

• • 
Hence, ' likewife, in the Moni(eul', 17th December, 

... . d N the two laft articles are not contame. ow, as that 

text ~f the decree in qu ion, which w~s figned by 

the Executive Council, and delivered to the comn~if-
• " farie,i for the Netherlands, of whom Chauffard was 

one, muft be regardei as the authentic text, I have 

ftriaJy adhered to it . • 
(41 This expreffion thews, that the decree was ap~ • 

plicable to all.countries, d confequently. to Gre 
Britain. _ 

• • • • ") "Dans les pays qui font, ClU qui ftront occupes 

" par les,armees de 1a Republique, Ies gerleraux p -

"dame nt fur Ie champ, au nom de la ation Fran­
u ~aife. !a fouverainete d~ peuple, la /uppreJlion de 

" toures les atmritls etdlies, &c." Chauffard, p. 187 . • " • cifivl' 
• 1;1 

. # 
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'cifive declaration, that the National ('<In. 

venti&n was. refolved to o~verturn the confri. 

tution of ~v«y eountr~,\ ~l~h bad either 

folly enough to crefc{ve, or not force ~n6'ugh 
• p 

06repel,.a French army: (6) but the Execu-
I ' 

tive Council, il1 order to give it mort:; li-nergy, , , 

added in the commentary: " It is necef· 

fary that no even the (ha;dow of thefe dU-
. " ( 

thoElties .r~main. "(7) The m ns, likewi(e, 

by which yen' the Lflladow of the ancient 
c ~ 

attthorities fhou'1d be made to vanifh, . were . . 
affigned by the Exec ive Council: apd thefe 

. , 
m ns confifred in the following order to 

their commiffaries: " They :Chall not only 

" ent.:ourage the writings defrined to th~s in-
, J 

~ ftru 'on (namely, ... the inftmcrion of the 

" peo'p1e), the Fatrioti.c fc;>cietid; and all the . 
,0 t' 

(6) t~is refpeCl:, every man mail: confcfs tha~_11 

m'\)dern rulers of France h'ave kept their word. 

(7) 11 n~ faut pas que l' ombre rnem.e 

tes fubfifre." Chauifal'd. p. 189.' 
I' 

I 

ces autori-

" eftablifh-
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,/' eftabhiliments confecrated to the propa-' 

~' gatioh 'o liberty,.(8) .but they them1llve 
• 

" fhaU likewife h v immeQiat comm ni .. 
• • 

., ca . n w~th the peop : 
• • 

• H vent, by frequent explanations, the fal e 

"inter~ ations,.(~) the falfe reports, and .. .. 
" all the falfehoods by which evil-minded 

"perfons may en .. 
" public opinion. 

avour to lea afrray the 

In fuor, it is ith he 

H view of affifring the-commi aries in thi . .. 
~ . 

(8) It is well known that, in ~ngland particularly, . . 
this e co agement was giv n in every imaginable 

mode. But in nglan there was already as much li­
bertyas any rational man could with. and it was this • rational liberty, this liberty founded on law, that th~ . . 
National Convention, under the etence of promot-

ing it, wiihed to eilroy, tha frec-bor~ Brito might­

become the flav s of French tyrant 

• • • 
(~ No interpretation could place the 

the French in a more unfavourable light th~n the true 

e: for at muil certai ,IV be confidered s the true 

interpretation which the Executive Council itfrlf gave. 

.• 'T e bittereil en,:!mic$ of FraDCt, therefo. e, had no 

need, of falfe intei'preta~ns. 

• 

'. 
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, " important part of their miniftry, that the .. 

" C<luncil has thought proper to aifociate , 
It with the~ a. certain. number of age~ts, 

,, ~. r 

H more partic~arlideftined to t~ef~ in~ruc-, . 
< "tive communications with the inhabi-

" 
" tants of th~ countries .• Furthu i- in thl" 

"f different countries, to which they fitall be 

"fint, (10) thall be tran{mitted to them lifts 
• f 

< -
PO) As the above-q-Jla,!.ed expreffion,. " qui felont 

occupes," ~ro\'es the 1I11iverfality of the decree, fo 

t!1is expreffion (Jivers pfrys ou ils (cront el'lvoyes ) 
r , . ~ 

proyes the univerfality of the co~mentary, and ihews, . . 
that though ::t was nrft ured in Belgia, it wast by no 

means defigned for that cduntl'y alone. Further, 

throughout the whole decree no p'artkular men(ion is 

made of that country under any name whatkJever ; 

,and all the expreflfons are of fuch a kind, that the ' 
( c -

are equally applicable to every COlln\ry. ~n the par-

ticular inftru8iorfs ' given to Chauifard was raid like-
~ ( 

wife, "tous lcs peuples chez lefquels la n:pub[iqlle 

f.rancyaife \i porte, et portera Jes armes:' Chauifard. p . 

157. Laf\l y, Chauifard himfelf, p. 25, hiCJ decla~ed 

in pofitive terms, ,. Les inftruClions etaient generales." 

-This note deferve the attention of th01e gentle. 
t • ct· 

men who were fo fond of api>lyin, to the Britifh Mi-' 

~lI t the peri()d in uef~on1 the title' of alarmjJls. 
~~~~~~~( ( 
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" of tlwfe utizens, who are known for their 

" patriotic fentiments, and who are the moft 

" c"pable of co-op ating in the million of 

(( the ~ommiff: i s.' ( .. 1 ) 

In the firft article of this decree was fur­

ther prolnifed to all nations who fhonld r 

ceive a French army, "the fuppreffion of all 

(11) "Non feulement ijs enct>Ul:agcront.Jes ecrits 

" dffiines a crtte inftruaion~ res focietes patriotiques 

" et t~~s ' les etabliffemens .confacr ' ala propagatio 
" de la liberte, mais encore ils cemmu(liquero~ 

., memes Lvec Ie petlple i ils prevkndront p 

.. plicatiolls frequelltcs ,es fautres interpr' 

" faux bruits, et tous les menfonge par 

" malveillans chercheraient a egarer l'opin 

" c'eft pour fecondel' les commiffaiifs dans" 

" importante de - leur minift' c, que le Co 

" devoir leur ad' indre lin certain Il bre d'ag 

" tines plus pard Iliel'eltlent aces communicati 

" ftr ... a:ives avec les habitans de ces pays. III 
n en outre remis des lifies des citoyens de; divers pa) 

• ou ils Jero envoyes, VlDnus pour leur .entimens 

"patriotiques, et les plus capables de concourir a la 

" _Diffion des commi!faires."Cbauifard, p •• 9 • 
VOL.!. X 
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taxes;" (12) and in the fecona a--tide was 

promifed, "peace, aid, fraternity, liberty and 

(12) Immediately 'after the words" 13 fupprcffion 

de toutes les au.t~rite" eldblies," quoted in Note 5; 
w s added, "des illI,&ts ou contributions exiftans." 

~y fuch alluring promifes, and by afi'urances of ex­

emption from all taxes, the National COllvention 

toped to feduce the ignorant and the unwary to its 

own intereft, ant. to encourage them to rebel againft 

their governmehts. .But the ... rtifice was fo g.-ofs, that 

it J reall:' aftoniiliing that fo many perfons llave been 

credulous enough .to e'ltpr into the fnare, efpeclally as 

the decre~ itfelf cari'ied with it its own antidote. For 

the fourth article it j" faid: "Les generaux met­

rle fuite /ous la Jauvega".Jc ct proteflion de fa 

'ue Franfaife tous les biens meuble~ et im­

appartenant au, ,~fc, au prince, a fes fau­

Iherens, et fatellites volontaires, nx eta­

ns publics, au corps et communauteF lai'ques 

:liaftique:.." Chauffard, p. 196. The expref­

to put under the fafeguard of the French re­

.;" needs no explanation. Further, it was faid 

.. he feventh article: .. Le COllfeil Executif nom-

. mera duffi des commiifaires pOUI' fe l'oncerter avec 

" les Gell~faux ct I' Adminiftration Provifc ;re nOIDIDee 

" par Ie peuple, fur les mefures a pOre re pour Ja de­

" fence commune, et fur les moyens a employer pour fe 
" procurer les habilicmelU It fi4bJrjianccs rlece.fTaires aU": 

" thmhs, 
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~ 'equalitY." ( 13) So far the decree has a very 

fine appearance: nd on~ fhould fu pofe, 
• that it wa the w'l 0 the Nat' nal Cnnven-• 

tiop. 0 fix . the foverei ty ~f the peopI . 
• all countries on fo firm a bafis, that t y 

fhould t-all tim s, and in al~refpe&, en' 

the full power of acting according to their 

own fancy. It is true, that the firfl: and fe­

cond articles of this deere were uiva ent 

to a declaration of war · againfi all exifring 
• • 

governments: but th theyjeemed at lea , . , 

like the decree 0 the] gth 'of November, to • • 
fa,"o;r the fubjeCts f each country, whom 

the nerous governors of France were will­

ing t take under their high protection . 
• 

The decree 0 the 1 gt of November had · 

• • • 
" armees, ~t pour quitt Les'dipenfes qu' elles ont failes, 

"ou cront, pendant leur sejour fur fon t rritoire," 

Chau1far~, p. 207, 

• . 
(13) "lIs (Ies generaux) annoncccont ,au peuple 

. • " l'ils L i apportent paix, fecours, fcatem' " libcrtc 
et egalite," Cha I'd, · , 193. • ,,-

• 



f • 
• 

t f 
'l 

3'21 HijiMy Of the Politids [-;:H, XI]), 

-
'even left to every nation the choice· of re-

belling againft its government, or not, a 

choice which: .could not 1;)(' refufed, without 

manifeftly infnneif'..g on the .fo~crcign;y. of 

tl people, B~t on the 15th ofDece~ber, 
t revolutionB.ry zeal of tile NatiJPal Con­

vention arofe to fuch an height, that they 

# deprived at once the jov(J,:eign people of all 

cho'ice in regard ~o infurr~aion, and in the 

eleventh . article o( the decree in queftion, 
. . . 

ade the following declaration: "The , . 
" French nation declares, that it 'lVill treat 

<c as an enc'1fY that peop~e which, refufmg or 

H renouncing liberty a~d equality, f\lould 

" .chufe to preferve, or recall, or treal: with 

"its Prince al1~ privileged orders,'" (14) 

Her-- we have.·a formal declaration of ' war, 

not 0 Iy againft every exifting govcrnm-tnt, . 
r 

(14) "La nation Fran~ai[e declare, ql/ elle traitcra 
-' 

" comlne ennel1fi le peuplt; qui, rcfufant la liberte et 

" l'egalite, ou y rClJonyant voudrait confcrver, rappel­

" ler ou traiter avec Ie Pr'nce et les caftes prh.lc: 

, " Chauif<.rd, po 225. 
I l hut 
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, but Ii e 'fe againfr e 1'y people th~t • 

,. not choofe to change their political confritu­

ti But the gr t majority of the people 

of Britain w ~tttched to their 
• • 

pr~(ent fo m of govdm cnt, and by · n 

• means wifhed for a revolution: confcqucn ly 

the de e~th arti~le of the de ree of Decr -

ber ] 5th, contained a dcdt~ratlon of war 

againfr the people as well as againfr the King 
• • 

of Gl"Cat Britain. Nothiilg can e more 
, . . 

cleat than tbis article: but thou it was 

not wanting in perfpl cui " the Executi c 

Cou~ciJ. judged,1t necdfary, by die foll w­

ing commentary, t giv~ it a greater degree 

of el rgy: C4 It is evident, that a people fo 

" en.fmoured of its <;hains, ' 15) and fo ob-
• • • 

(J 5) But jf a y nation was reali, cnamoure of its 

chains, what ri 1t ha the rulers of Frui,ce to rub it 

of t e object of its admiration? And wh • right had 
• they to d termine, in the name of any nation, the 

ue ion, w ther the bali!~ which unite it in civil 

fociely were to t,e termed chains, or not? This wa! 

". . a ueftion which · ev/,;ry I'ation had proba l y a right 

• 
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~, ftinately attached to its ftate 0 brutiih-
r • 

" nefs as to refufe the reftoration of its <. 
. . 

" rights1 is the accompliGe, not only of its 

" own defpots: b~t evef.. l)fl.'t1R the cro~ned 
/ (( I 

i nfurpers whe d\vlde the domain of the 

" ~arth and of men; (16) that fuch a fervile 
, .. . 

" t-eople is the declared enemy, not emly of 

" the French r~public, but even of all other 

u n~tions, and therefore, th~t the difrincrion 

to determi.ne for itfelf, Vit1:lout calling in the aid of 

rench arbi~·ation. If it be further aiked , in ~hat . 
t 

~ liberty confifts, which thefe gentlemen eve7 . ( ,. 
wvhere [ubftitute ill the place of wi?at they caJll1avery, ,. 
the an[wer can be moft ea61y given by the Dute:. and 

the Swifs. There unhappy people would anfwer, if 
they da.red to fpeak: " We no~ enjoy the )ibe-~y of 

, "efnptying o~ purfes, of abandoning our traae and 

(' manufaltures, of tacrificillg our privileges, of feeing 
{) 

" the true lovers of our country murdered or banHhed, 
(. 

" of l\!turning th~nks for the gracious chaftifement 

" infli o~ us', and of appl;ing 'our exec1~ti<rers 
'\ tWI appellation of deliverers." 

\ ( 

(I6) ~o crowned head on earth enjoys this privi-

lege in an equal ~ with t~ five uncrowned lords 
of Fr " 't~ 

" which ' 

t ' 
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'; which # have fo juftly eftablifhe~ be- I 

." tween government and people, ought not 
J 

"t be obferved in favour of a p ople of 

" this' defcripti ; l' ) . n 'fh~rt, that the 
• 

"ri t of nrttural defence, ' the duty of i - ' . 

• " furing the pte~ rvation of our liberty an 

" the 1i c~ef~ of ' our arms, ( 8) the gen 

(17) Unhappy people, that muft be treated with all 

the rigours of war, fOli 'no other reafon, than bccaufe 

it is contented with its governm 1t! Thl four e of 

its happil1e('1 !hall be dried p: bccaufo it thence de­

rived its happinefs! Such are the Idling beftowed 

by the Great Nation. Well: therafore, did Dutnourid 

fay : "C'e Ie 15 D . que fut donne Ie faLDcux de­

" cret, ' qui prouvait aux Bp.lges, et a tou. Ic,' peupfes, 
• •• qui avaient appelles les Fran~ais ou qui It' avaient 

.. re<;u, que la Convention n'envoyait les arrnees 

"chez ux, 'Jue pour les fp9iier ct Ie. tfrann~fer." Vie 

de Dumouriez, t~m. iii. p. 3. He even pl'Olefied • 

againft the deere , as he himfelf relates, Memuires, • torn. i. pl'ef. p. t -It tho h without effeCt: for :5 he 

furtI . relates. p. 101, "I.e deeret du 1 tt Dc:cembret . 
.. bien loin d'etre dcfappl'OllVe dans Ie Confeil, Itai! 

appuyee pareeou ies membYeI." 

.• ou 
• 

(18) That is, : n plain Englii11, " the promotion of 

lans of eonqneft and ggrandizement!' 

~ 4 , 
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, H ral,intereft of reftoring peace tto( Europ~ 

U wpiclt it cannot obtain but by the annihila-" 

" tion of the defpots, an3 their fatellites f'l g) 

" ,, 211l confpire 1~ irrluti~g~s tq treat ~u~h a 
,/ .. l d' t ' h' "T d n+ " peop e accor mg to t e rtgour 0 war ml G.J , 
" conqud/." (20) 
(. 

( 19) Is not this a manifeft declaration, that the 

rulers of France were refolved not to lay down their 
, .' arms, till all the governments!' of Europe were gra-

(; ( 

dually overturned? ' And have they not acted, to the 

prefent hour, agreeably tb that, relolution ? 

(, (20)" II eft e~ident qffun peuple affez amourcux . . 
, de'! fes fers, affez enteteae fi.>n abrutiffement pour 

{ 

" r fufer la l't!ftauration de to us fes droits, eft t.:! com-

., plicc, non feuJement de fes propres defpotes, mais 

" meme de tous les ufurpateurs couronne, quicfe par­

" tagent Ie dQmaine de 1a terre et des homrnes; que 

(' " ce peuple fel'vfle ' eft l'ennemi declare non feuk~ 
c 

" ment de 1a repubJique Fran9aiff' mais meme de 

" t<1'.Jtes les au ere nations: qu'ainfi la diftlUCtion fi 
( ( 

" . eut etabJie pa\' nous entre les guuvelOep1ens 

1 , 1 d'" 'br , ir 
(H ct es peup eS,JIe OIt POlOt etre 0 lerve en laveur 

" de ce~li-ci j qu'en un m Je droit de I~efenfe na': 

" turelle, Ie devoir d'affurer Ia cOllfervation de notre 

" libel'te et Ie fucces de nos armes, l'interet univel'fel 

" d$.rendre a l' Europe un~ paix qu'dle ne peut ob}enir 
+c, ( ( 

( 
q , " que 

c 
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It further ordered, on the 15th f I _ 
• • • • December, that the French Generals, on en-

• 

• 

• • t ing any count , at the arne tIme that 

they publifh d t decree, ould publifu 
• r ewifc a· pro~lamatio, hich began i 

following manner .: Ct The French pe pie 

" to f e : ... .. . people. (2 Brethre nd 

" friends, we have conquered our liberty, 

(t and- we 'will ' • aintain it. Our union and . .. 
" our force are our uarantee . • We offer 

""ou the enjoyment of thi -neftimable 

"bleffing, which as, way.s 1?elonged' 

., ou hut 0 ·which you have been crimi­

" nally deprived .by your oppprefTors. We 

" e come to expel your tyrants." (22) 
• 

" que par l' aneamijfemtnt des dc};otes et de leursfatellitej 
• • 

" tout no us fa't une loi, trailer un tel peuple fuivan~ 

" la rigtlcur e fa guerre et de la nljueu." C.hauffdrd, 

p.225. • • 

(21) A vacant {pact; was left, which as to be filled 
. . 

up wit the name of each people, where the French 

generals fhould come. This is an addi~onal proof of 

_ the univerfality of the decree. See the Notes 4, 10 • 

(22) "Le peuple ran9ais au peupll ..... Fre , 
•• 
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That in all thefe meafures th~National , .. 
Conve~tjon had its eye particularly fiXed on 

Great Britain and Holland, is too obvious ~9 
need a proof: Lut' fu,quU t ai.Yfone be really 

c:ijfp<tfed to enterta;a a doubt on tItis fubj~&, 
the'following pa:lfage, in the opinion deli-

. verqr} and publifued by Chauffard (23)'li'n the 

decree il1, qutjiion, will probably remove it. 

U Without doubt it was ( t the intereft of 
• c • 

H France to raife, to conquer the commerce 
• • 

It of the Br.Igic provinces, fwayed and neu--

H b:alifed by that 'o£Holfand, thence to alarm 

" and menace the United Pro"inces, td pl\\nt 

" our affignats in their very- counting houfes, 

" et amis. nous ilvons conquis la liberte et no~ Ja 
{ ( 

"l"naintiendrons. Notre union et notrf force en font 
( 

" les garans. Nous vous off"rons de faire jouir de ce 

"bien i\.\eftimable. qui \lOUS a t(lujoUl'f appartenu et 

" que pretIeurs n'ont pu vous r 'r iims cri1Dfl . 

" .~{'us Jomn~ts venus, pour chaffer vas iy,'ans." Mo-

niteur. ] 8 D~. 1792. It 

(23) Memrires hiftoriqucs et politiques, p. 11-30. 
f . " 

.t there 
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• H in thort, to complete the revolution of the • 
• H money fyftem. J~ was of confequence to 

"France to e c; as if w re, the Taft 
• '. orkhou s of trade, th fe manufactu 

• #( of national profperi ty." ( 2 5 ) Such w 

• • • 
(24) Yet complaints were made about the affignat 

bill] 

• 
(25) " Sans doute il importait a la Fratf~e de rele. . 

" vel', de conquerir ie corfm'erce des provinces Bel­

" giques, domine, neutralife par celui de I Holl' nde ; • " et de-I a d'inquieter, de menacel' lcs Provinces Uniet. 

" d'impla tel' jufqu fur leurs comptoirs I'affignat, d'y 
• " ruiner fa bBnque de ~,,"dref, et, enfin, d'achever la 

" revolution du fyfteme monetaire. 11 i!np01'tait a 1a 
" France d'atcaparer, poor ainfi dire, ces vaftcs ate­

" liers de commerce, ces manu£; urcs de pr0fpcrite 

" nationale." C auff"ard, p. ~. And in a note to the­

word "d·y rui. er la banque de Londres," which i • printed in tbeA pend' ,p.41'1,hefays :" i repro-

"j de pauJ}er its armes ·de /a r~pllbli1ue, ju ~rI a Am­

"fierdam avait eu lieu, il aurait ete facile de s'emp/­

" rer de fa plus grande pal ~;e des effets fUilla banque 

" de Londres, La banque etait ebranl~e, fi all lui eut 

'. "rcfente a la fois tous ces effets dont Amll:erdam eft 
• • 
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the remarks . made by the Frencb Commif-
f 

r fary Chauffard on the decree of the 15th of' 

Deci"mber: and they fuiiciently .prove, tjIat 
~. 0 , ,, {, f1 • 

" Ie centre et Ie rivot/' It may be obferved, jn ge-

• nePal, that the lead\nl men at that time in Fr£nce 

mAde fo little a {ecret of their defigns againft Holland, ( 

and confequentlyagainft England, (for, ~~ we have 

juti feen, the ruin of the latter was to be eff"eCl:ed 

by the ruin of the former), that Cambon, in the 

Committee of General-Defence(,faid openly to Abena 

an! Van (Staphol'ftl two deputies of the Dutch 
, . 

patriots: "Vous n'a~et point de biens ecclefiaf-

.. tiques a ~nous offrir, pOllr nous indemnifer;' c''!ft ( , , 

,(J 1I:ne rCvolutiorz de porte jeuilleJ, qu'il faudra fail'e " 

Brifrot· a fes Commettans, p. R8.r" This wr.s uttered 

in the true fpirit of the National Conventio~: for (T _ 

wherever efiates of nobility and clergy have heen 

w<snting, the property of merchants and of all "other 

men, who had any thing to lofe, has fupplietl their 

apJacc, as Boye~' Fonfredr faid at the.. time, when the 

propofaJ, to r~fpe~ the Amfierdamrlnerehant fhips, 

was rtjeCl:ed undei, the pl'ctenqe of tl1eir belonging to 

ariftoc :" La malfe des HoUandais eft riche".,JI~ 
'l. n'eft done pas amis de nos prillcipes, et eo ad met-

" tant qu<f1ques exceptions, ji vou's y avtz\ des amis, 

" ils d~ivent hrc JcuJ~ment dans La clajJe des Jans-fu-

"Iottes." ~oniteur, 5th Feb. 1793. ~ ,' 

at ' 
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I " • at leaft one of the tendencies of this 'decree-

was the defrruction of Great Britain. 

, 
t as t e meafures r caution, which 

• 
the Britifh Cabinet had already begun 0 

take, e e impooimc.nts to the execution of 

this grand defign, it was judged l1ccdfary to 

have again recour(e to the favourite maxim, 
" which has r~ndered fo m h Cervi e to 

• 
d~rn France: "the governed mufr be ex-

• 
cited to rebel againft heir vernors." 

• 
this purl'ofe, th Exeeptive Council, accor 

ing to Le Brun' s own report to the National 

Co' ention, on the 1 gth of December, gave 

expr S order to the Minifter, Chauvelin, to 
• 

" embrace e ry oppor~unity of affuring th 

"Engliih £ltio1Z that, not ithfranding the . .' . " 'I hum. our of its Governmmt, ( ) the 

• 
(26) . he Englifh Go,'ernment, therefore, after the 

National CQnv~l1tion had openly avowed Its intention 

of "overturning the conilitution, fhould have remained • • • • in good humour! 
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." French people defired nothing rhore ar- ', 

I{ dehtly than to merit ~tl (th.e Englifh Na­

"tion's) eft<tem."(27l (-l\t ~he fame· ti:ne, 

Le Brun, whcfwa/,'himfelf merpber of' thy 
t .. t ( 

F..xecl1tive Council, and Minifier for Foreign • 

Affairs, gave notice in this r.eport te the Na-
t' ~ 

tional Convention, that Mr. Chauvelill, in 

• 
(21) "Le ConCeit executif pr~viCoire .. " .. a con-

( t. 

" tinue d',-entretellir ~ Londres un Miniftre de Ia Re-
.. , publique Fra1l9aife j et 11 Ita expr1JefMnt charg~ de 

f>' • 
" faifir toules lest occafio~s, pour aifurer la Nation 

\ 

'Anglaifc, que maJ'gre fa mauva~(e humeur de Jon 

" Gouvcrnement, Ie peuple Fl'an~a'r.) ne defir' riep plu;, 

.. ardemment, que de merit((f Jon ejJime, et de con­

" ferver la bonne harmione et l'amitie qui doivent Ii 
t: 

" jamais unir deux nations genereufes et Jibres. La 

" Convention Natiltnale a reifu a diverfes reprifes des 
... t , 

" temoignages eclatans 00 Ie l'ecipl'ocite de cette bien-

,. vcillance, et de Ja part fincere, que r:c .peuple Anglais .. 
~, pren~t aux fucccs de nos at'ines e.'au triomphe de 

"la ibert~ Fran~aife. Mais ces memts evenetf:ens 

,f gloricux agiffaient clans- un fens tres oPfore fur Ie 

.. Minifielt de Saint James,'''' Moniteur, 21 Decem-

ber, 11!J2. That the expreffion "fon eftime" ap­

pLies not ~ the governm:'lt. but to the people \,,[ t l 

'., .... ,l. iSfevident from thy context. . 
'. ,"(it ( cufe 
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Icafe tl armamentJ which, by Le .,Bruu' 
Ii • 

own acknowledgment, in the cry fa e re-

p t,. had nothing which qU<Yht to caufe all 

alarm, (28) mould De ntis-ued, was order-
• • • 
e to declare, " that a jolem1J appeal w01J,ld , . 
be made to the E'llgljjh Nation."(2g) And at 

the u~terance of thefe worch, the National 

Convention appla~ded. (DO) • But what was 

truly ridiculous, tand would really cxc' e a 

~ . 
(28") "11 en refulte jllfqu'ici. que ce\ armemens 

" n'~nt rien que doive now allamftr, puifqu' il n't";c-' 

" cedent que de qu.a!re vaHreaux de ligne ceux qui 
" ont eu 'eu dans s annees precedentes." lb. It bas 

It 
been already proved i the preceding chapter, that 

even before <;7reat Britain began to arm, France h_" 

an hundred and tWl) !hips of war, of w]lich twenty-one 

were ~f the line. not only com lon c1, but a8:uall 

at [ea. • 
.. 

(29) Le' Bru 's ow words. in llis repor 
19 of December. were: " N ous ne m:mqu . OOS 

pas de faire 

lb . 

• 
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{mile'flif the indignation excited by hypo-. .. 
crify aid not fupprefs it, Le Brun introduced 

/ 
" them with th~ atfertion, ' U that they ,:,ot..ld 

then have exha"ftcdt~v~rj e~p~anation w)1ich 
c • ( t "f I 

co¥ld demonftrate the purity qf their views, 
, • t 

and their refpeCf for the ;ndelende1lc~ if otht:r 
, . " ( ) ~ Th' .rr:' , , 1 1tatZ01lS, 31 IS allertlOn IS an eXqrnp e 

of illfolence and hypocri(y" which is hardly 

to e found but in . the anl1als of republi,<tan 
< • 

France: "for it was tnade in the very week in 

which the National Convention had openly 
f f 

and folemnly dedared its intention, not un1y 

of overturning all kingly ~~vernmJnts$ but 

of treating whole nation/ as enemies, which 

fhould refufe to take up arms againfi:" their 
t 

r lawful fovc1'!igrfs. Nor did Briifot difplay .. c 
lefs infolence and hypocrify ill, his remarks 

( r-

on the menaced appeal :t.for in his report to 

the National Convention, on th 12tti' of 

.... 1 ., . t I (31) «( .... omme a ors nous aunons cpulse toutes es 

explications proprc a demontrer la puretf de nos .. vues 

et notre {.l!JpcCl pour l'il/dEpendance des autres Ptif- l' 
f • 

( I 

r. J , .anU{l:I'Y, 
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lanuarYI 1703, after having related,., that 

the Executive Council had iignified, 0 
~ 

~ 7f Qf Decem ber, through .the orga? of the 

Min~ er Chauvehn, "it fir refolution of 
, . 

• op~ning the eyes of the people Qf Engl ng, 

by an a eal which ihould be made to . , 
them:' ($2). he proceeded tl) , xprefs hIS 

, I 

(32) , /, Le 21 Dece brc Ie Confeil Executif a f.1it , .. 
" notifier au Gouvernement Ang ais, pill' l~Ql'gane de 

" notre Ambaffitdeur, un Uri! pal' lequel it repouffe 

,; vig'otreufement toutes Ies inculpations cleJees contl'e 

" lui, pal' lequel il fe p!aint de,s ptepara{ifs hoililes de 

.. la ~our 'Angletet ,et am/once la jCl'lIlC rt:folutio 

" d' ouv,rir les yer.tx du p'euple An!Jlai! dans un appc! 

"qu'illaijera.'" Moniteut, 15 Janv. 1793. To this 

menac , which, had it been made by a Bl'itiih Mi. 

nifter aPPal'is, ~ould h,ave been all~wercd ,by an order 

to q uit th~ countl'" if not by del' to arr~ the perron 

of the Britiih i.ifl:er, Lord Grenville replied, on the 
:I 

j 1 ft of Decemb$! with qual moderation and dignity. 

, "Q nt a ce qui l'egarde moi et mes coll~g~es, 'ol.eft 

" a fa Majenc que [es mlniftres doivent Ie comp .de 

" leur con9uite ; et je n'ai y".int de n~pon8: it '10U8 

" donner iii deffus, pon plus qu'au fujet de ltiPPtl que 
j,o. , 

" 'l(jus vaus propo/(z de jaire a fa nation y1nglaife. 

Cette natwn, d'apres la ~onftitution qui l~ aiWr r 
. i ) I !0L. I: ) ;}" 
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( 

, 0 futpaife tha~ the ;Engli~ Mi-niflers' were o~~ 

feneled at this menace, and regarded it as 
. ( 

an incitemept ~o infurrctlion, (33) though~ 
.' ( .. . . ( . " 

as Bntfot added, I::: 'was nothmg 'mor , than 
, ( ( " l ( 

~' an appeal to the ~eafon and jufrice .of a. t 
• I . 

it great "nation, which 'ras dt:p~d by the 

,\ tric~s of it~ minifrers, who ~ifh~d 'to em­

CI broil it with a people(who(e ca~{e was its , 
H .. OW1L, and whi,ch had (worn hatred o~ly to . 

" tyrants." (3-4) ·lJanguage thus infulting 
~ ,. . , . 

" libcrte et fa profperite, et qu'ellc faura maintf'nir 

~'contre toute attaque direCtt., OU in_di~Cte, . n'aUTa 

c< jamais avec les puHfances cH~angercs ni rel~tioo ni 
t 

" correfpondance que par l'organe de fon Roi, d'un 

" Roi qU'elle chcrit et qu'elle rcfpeCl:e, et· qui n'a 

" jamais separ~ 1\1\ inftant {es dl'oits, fes irf,~ rets, et 

• "fon bonh~hr, des dr<i'ts, ,k5 illte':ts, t de bonheur 

" de fon peuple." Moniteur, 14 Jaov. 1'793. , ~ 

'-

(33) ,In what other light then 

" tl.lcy 1hol'lld ~ave regarded it ? 

c • 

." meso 
( 
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10 the Br' ti Cabinet would fure1y nOt.have • r , . 
been heard in the Na,tional Conventio , if 

the ' Government 0 France had b"'.cn de-. . . . 
firou~. of ayoidi~g'a r pt re: ,and its faUe .. . . , . 
hoo , notwithfranding the veil of fophtr;. • 

• • • 
try ( 3 5) in which it is involved, is fo ob i-. , 
ous, cfp~cially when we con lder that t e 

• • 
" J am.es, 's'il pedi~ait dans .fcs projcts ho 'Ie, appel, 

" dans lequel ce Cabinet a eint du oir un figne d'i 

U wneatOn, tandis uc;: 'ces mots 'fignitierent un appcJ 

CI a la..-aij n, a in jz[/lice d'unc grande nation, dupe tIil 

" c1zarlatani/tm dl Jes . iflm, qui veuill nt 1a brou'l· 

<, ler vec un peuple, dont la caufe eft ia jimn., et qui 

.It ll'a jure de haine qu'au tyrans." Moniteur, 15 Janv. 

1793, Ina former part of this fpe h, urat had faid: . 

" II importe quc· la nation nglolife, qui n'eft cbaree 
'tue 'par fOD go~vernement, foit 'omptemen defa­
busee. C'eft paP refpe pour la Irate,."j" 'lui 1I0llS 

unit, que nous de\'vos lui peilldre avec £- cliife 1 

manreuvr d fon goun,mement. 

(~5) Brifl'Qt's fophiftry, though it produdtd a ~t' 

,ele~ a.t the time, is nov .• becomc provetbtal~ . 

\ . , 
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ri r 

" tend~~ apology affords a new proof9 that th~~ 

app~l to the people of Great Britain had no 
t 

other ~bjea: tqan to fromote the <;l1ready 
~xpea:ed infurliedi[ln.(l . l. ' . ( 

~ ~ 

On the 24th of Decep1ber, '$ve days, 

therefor~, after Le Brun had give~ notice 

of the appeal, Mr. BaraiJon, one of the few 

teOj'Olper~e memlJers of the . National Con­

ventio~, obferved tha~ the decree of the 1 gth 

of November had ex~ited uneafinefs ih the 
r L 

Britifu Government, and· in order to remove 
\ I \!' 

this uneaftnefs, he propofed the aodit:on c.f 

a claufe, by which the decree iliould be re­

ftrided to thofe countries' with which France 
~ 

was adualk' at 'war. But thet~ational Con-

vention not o~ly rejeded. theopropofal, ' but 

rejetted it even without. a debate: for the 

nreviow. q~efrion was immediately denfand­

ed, an~ it was determined "that there was 

, no I'QOm for deliberation."(36) Now as-" the 
( 

, t~61 Bvailon. "Ce d'ret a deja fait be~oup 
• i ( t', \\ , {I f " d'enn~is; 

(' 
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)3ritifh ¥ ernment was Pilrticularly men- . 

l iioned by Mr. Baraill)n, add the propof~ was · 

made with a view • 
nefs, the decifi 

f removing its uneafi- . 

ion . of the propofal 

at quivaI nt to a for . eclaration, that 

• th~ National COl1vention was refolved to a~­

ply the cree to· Great Brita' . 

Nor did ei/Sht ys elapfe, before a very 

remarkable application of it· to Gre;t. Britain 
• • 

was !l~ually ~ade: fi r on the 31 of De-

cember the Marine iniite;, ~onge, fen 

"d'e e . s: HIes multipliera encore. Le Mj~ftere 

"Anglais en a temai ne fau mecantentement au 

" not~, qui a etc farce de I'interpreter dar.l.s Ie fens Ie 
" p1uslaifannable. Je demande que dans Ie decret du • • 
"19 Nov. apres cesmats, "laC ven 'on Nationale 

" declare, au nad't de la Nat' n Fran~ai e, qu'elle ac­

"cordera Frater • te et fecours a klus les peu~les," 
• • on ajaute, " e les tyrans dcfqucls eUe fera en 

" gu rre." • . 
La queftjon ~ealable dl; invoque c~ntre cet amende­

~ent. 
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. a circular letter (3.7.) to the fea",?ort to,:"n 
, (' , C 

of FrlJ.nte, containfng the following paifage: 
t" 

"):he King and his Parlil.ment wifh to I'ntJ:ke 

I" war on us. \38) BU': (R' It-he Engllfh re· 
I' c t· . (' 

.. tf publicans fuft"ertit! Thefe free then aIr dy 
"('{hew their difcontent, and their abhbr. • 

. "("~nce of boaring arms againft t!kir bre­

H thren, th~ French. Well, then '! we will 
, 

(~,,) It i~ fupel'fcrib;d: "Lehre du ' Miniftl'e de la 
t 

Marine aux amis de Ia 'b~rte ct egaljte dans Ies villes 

maritimes.';. Paris, 31 Docern bte,. 1792: amI, it is 

FfiotedL'l the Mortiteur, 2~tll J~nu'ary, 1793. It was 

not printed imlnediately, becau.fe~he French Goven.­

ment. wi1bed to wait the effects Ji it; but befoce the 

ltoth of ]!lnuary, favourable ~lfwers had been tranf. 
mitted from Come of the fea ports. The anfw.er fent 

by tl1~ Cl)mmunity of St. Malo on the 17th of Jrnuary, 

(tt.preffiYe of ~eit' feadinefs "to co-operate with the 
~ ( 

" executive power," witt be quoted in the fourteenth 

ChaptP.r. 
f . 

'Ct 

" fly 
u 
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H fly to t 

I "fleut • ill 

" ! hither fifty tIm alld caps of libertj; we 

fI will p!ant uifC<)t~e jacred tree, (.to) a1ld 

• 

"d la ondres," 

1793. • 
• (40) Had the facred tree been planted ill Great 

Britarn"; and bonte the fame {1" • s as it has borne in , 

the Netherlan ,in Holla ,in Swit dand, in Italy, 

in Germany t the left 'of the Rhlne, and likewife in 
Fr:nce !tfelf, e tho d llave been no great 'gainers 

by he ex.change of the old BritHh for the jleW French 

tree of liberty. • • 
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. "jhall jo01t be ddlroyed. May we all e r01'lgly 

t( anilJfated with tlz;,; tlzougllt 1"(4:':) 

Nor was it ~ortg be£ 1 ,thought' very 

ftr gly animat~d(,t ~ garrifon of'Brefr;' DI'" 

in qhe firfr week of January an attempt w~s 

m~de by ~he ~.tter,ies of that port fink 

a . tiih iloop, which was cruifing before 

the outward harbour. Tr1t attack on this 

vefte1 wa5'an act \)f open hofrility, and it 
( . " 

was undo~btedl madeJAlith the approbation 

011 the Fr n~h 'Gpvertlment, for otherwife 
~ 

( 
f,\ 

(42) "Le roi et fon parlemeet veulent nous fail'e la 

" guerre; les republicains Anglais Ie fouffriront-i1s ? 

" Deja ces hommes libres temoignent leur me con­

" tentement et la r(pugnance qu'ils ont ~ port r les 

,( armes contrt'ieul's frert(<;, les Franc:ais. Eh bi~n ! 
" llOUS volerons a l.eurs fecours; nous :rerons une. de­

" fcem: dans cette i/~; nous y Mhceron ,cilJquante >;I~lle 
" bonnets de lalib;rte; nous y planteroos J'arbre fal.'e, 

I 

" t:t ,nous tendrons les bras a nos freres republicains. 

( "La tyram(c de leur gouvememcnt le~a bient~~ ditruit. 

" ~ue chacun de 1lbus Je pinette ortcmcnt de cctte jdeq;" 

Moniteur, W) Janv. 1 Qliere feuilJe. . ( . ~ 
[orne 

• 
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, {orne a gy, or at leafi: forne explanation 

• 

• 

I would have been given it. If th com! 

~anding officer 1 the forts at Bre fuf-

peCl:ed that t e hact en rent with 

· view e Brefi: fleet he 

the ca in, to uit the roa . 

as appears from the account 

Moniteur, (43) . e flag of 

• • • 
(43) The following reI etion of this affair is printed 

• • I 

in the Monit. 23 Janv. 11 3. "P moutl~ le 5 Janvier • 
• Le Childers etant a aroifer Ve I'edi ad ux: hcures de 

rap 's- idi cleva Breft, s'avan9a a trois quarts de 

mille des batteries de .ce port . . Ii etait fans couleurs. 

Uue des batteries lui tira un coup a boulet, qui l'~ffa • 
heureufement par deffus, fans lui caufer aucun dom. . . 
mage. e Childers lors arb a pavillon Anglais .• 
Mais ]e fort rbora auffi ~ t les cou rs nationale • 

avec un pend t rouge fur l'enfd e. Les autre forts 
• fuivirent fon e empl. Pendant ce terns-Ii re ChiJ. 

de s avai't ete entralne par 1a maree a Ul! demi mille 

environ de ces forts, et oblig' a caufe du calme d'a ir . . .. 
recouts aux rames, pour n pas arnv r trop pres. 

• ut a coup, Ie; batteri{s, a un jignal qui Jut Jait, COI1/.-
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French flag, 'as [oon as the BritiAl, captail; 
( 't • • (' r 

had h6if:l:ed the Br~iih flag, and l10t merd y 

to fire a lingle gun, as a fIgnal for departure, . , 
but to ma~e arc.rois fir<t from Ieveral qatte-

with I the "if; of finking cthe ' n3qp,. 
woc to treat it, in every rerpett, as the illft> 

nd If the French f"' vern­

me~l't had been defirou5 of avoiding a rup­

ture with Great Britain, it, o'uld have at 

leaft attemnte'd to <make [orne excu(e to the 

Britifu. C~binet, whi'C~ nece«a~ily felt itfelf 
• • 

infulted, as well"as the nation at large. Bnt 
• 0 

no attempt of this kind was ( lade: -Wd this 
,(. 

yery negleCt afforded a ne~ proof of the {en-

timents entertained by the Executive C~n­

cil and the National Convention. 

About this time it was re[ol~d, to [end 
(, 

Mr. denet as Ambaffaddr to th U'ruted 
" 

1Il1!~ceYIIV .fur lui Uti feu croift, qui l'eU#; criMe, ft un 
t vent fl'ais, q'&.i s'elevR, ne l'e6t mis a m!me de fe de .. 

g get. 
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, States of merica,' n order to erigarre them 
" I - • to enter into a war qreat Eri ain, i 

c njunCl:ion ith ranee. His inftr Cl:ion 

(pul:iliihed by enet hi felf in the fol-

-I ~ng nth of De e bh) were 1i ed 
• 

- t e 3d 0.£ Jdfiuary, 17Q3, to which :fi me 

• 

additi tral inft ctibns er nnexec;l 0 the 

17th of that month. (4) So early a 

21ft of Dece er, 17{)2, 

Council had given noti t tl-t· . . . .(' .. 
C ventio, that ey had nxed on Mr. 

• • 
Genet to go as A affador to the Un' ed . . . 
State~-of Arne ica, with the vi w " of draw .. 

ing clofer the b ds which united tne two 

• 
(44) I have not been able to procure the edition of 

• • Mr. Genet's infiruc\ioIlS, ~hicl he himfelf publilhed .. 

but extralts om them, ~n which may certai y 
depend, are {lven in Mr. Harpe '5 "Obfervations on • the Difpute twee the United States and ranee,'· 

p mted at Philadelphia in 1797, and .reprinted for 

StockdaI-e, London.' 1798. For the date of fr. 

Genet', inffruaions, fee. p. 95 of the urth London . 

·tion . 

• 
• 
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pations." (45) Now, when we cOHfider the 

avowdi object of ttIe French Government 

in regard to Great Britain; this dofer draw­

jng of the ·baQM w h ic~ (.\n· tfl,d F rance' and 

~lllYrica, could }'uJjlve(rho other meaning th~n 
theoengaging of the latter to cone r in th'e 

hoip.le defigns{)f the form!!r: but; fuould 

anyone really entertain doubts on this fub­

ject, the infrrudions which Mr. Genet re­

ceivM fro~the E:x:ecutlve Council will cer-
I ( 

tairuy remove them. 'Eor, afte()r <f~veral p.af-

hich ~ave }ln~dllbtedly reference to , 
Britain, fuch as, "t41, punifu. t~ofe 

(45) Seance du' 2'1 Decembre. Un Scw:taire fait 
. . " 

Jed: le d'une lettre du Minjihe des Affairs Etrangel'es 

ainfi cori~1Je: Citoyel\ Pl'efident, les preuves de talent 

" et ·de civifme<4u'a donn~s Ie citoyfSn G'enet dans 

HIes diffcrentes miffions, dont il a etc ckarge, ont de-
c • 

" tennin(e Ie Confeit Exckutif ~ ~ecom~nfer fon zele 

" cn Ie nommant minifire plenipotentiaire aupl'es dt.s 

.. E ats Unis d'Amelique. It doit travail/er: a l"eJfiY'rt'Y 

.. its liens, qu~ uni.ffoient lcs ~ux nfllions." Moniteur~ 

23 Dece-mbre, 1'193. 
" powers ( 



of Great Brilatn anti Francer . 
I ' '" pow s which frill keep up an e clqfi 

" colonial and commercial fy~em, 
. . . 

"eCl'lring that thetr veffels. fhall not be ' re-

,< C ived in e p rts, of ~he .contracting. 

,,"parties," it is exprdsly (aid, H we th 
~ . 

• U Frene ) have at this moment a particular . . 
" i1'ltergt in taking ih:ps to aa dficaci VJy 
" againfi: Englan,d and Spain, if. as e ery 

H thing announces, thofe powers fhou 
• 

" tack us. n this kt ation of a airs, 

" ought to e~1te, b'y ail pqjJibJe me $, tlte :.eal 
. . 

" if the Ameri s, &c." °Grec1t commercial 

adv ntages are then promifed'to the United 

" caife witlt us, to take 

" gencies ay requi~e." (-to) According, 
.' 

tlierefore, t the-clear and exprcfs word of 

tHe infrructions, the object of G,net's mit:. 

(46) An thefe paffages, with otheI 



F1iJ1ory of the Politicks 

ilon.w~ to effect an alliance betweenllFranc~ r 

and . Ap:te rica, in oider to act againft Great 

Britain. It ' is true that c; this alliance W do'S 

propofed unde; the 'tle~ot ~ mere defenjive 

one': but it is eviJen't,. that the ~o~ds, "'if 

thofe powers fuould attack us," were in-
c ( 

fert~d for no otl'ter purpofe than to p1referve 

an'appe~rance of juftice, it being wholly in-
• 0 

confiirent ,with diplomatic 4'caution to have 
, 

faid in plain terms, ';' We hav~' formed the 

( refolution to overturn the Bttitlfh Govern-
c '\ 

H ment and Conftitution;., we requefr you~ 

" thcr~fore, to affift us in [he accofupEfh­

-, ment of this end." But that the French 

Government, before the 3d of January:, 1793, 

.tJte day on WhicH Mr. Genet's infuutl:ions 
( , 

were figned, really had formed this refolu-
G . • 

tion, fud that, on the otb.:r ha d, the mca-

{U!Ci which had been taken by the Brit':tfh 

Government were nothing more lbml what 
, c 

was neceifary for felf-defence l has been pro -

ed, by do~ uments which no one can call in 
c 

( queQiou· 



~ ~f Great Britain and F7'ance •• 

, . , ' 
I qudhoD' Con[equently, it was the object 

of the Executive Counci, in [cndin Mr. 

Gefl.e~ to America, to effe~, according to 

the {etter of hi m tfitr l1S, mdeed, only. a 

de enfive, but according to their '/pi/-it, a 
-. l 

. oJfe1!ftve alliance againfr Great Britain. (J 7) 
• a 

W e .have hitherto (een ' only preparatory 
• 

freps to the exe-cution of the 

which conll ed, firit ain the overthrow 0 

the· Britifh a d "Dulch Govern 
• • then in the [ubjugation ·of the two toun-

trie~ . ~ c have [cen, that the National 

) The prudent Waihington foon perceived thi • 
:lnJ "d not fuffer himfelf to be drawn into the fnarc : 

on which Mr, Genet not only de' tel' ,complaill ~ 

b'ut endeavoured to aa le fame part toward the 
) 

.A. erican, as his pri ipals at h e aaed toward the 
Br' iih Gover:ment; that is, he applied the tavoulite 

maxill1, " the governed muft be excited-againft t eir 

govern 5." See his " tcs to Wafhington and Jef-

ferroR, rrinttd in the N cw Annual gifter, 1793, (j 

~ ~ 

• ,fuhlie Papers, p. 108, Ill, and Harper's Ohfen'a-

• t' ns, p. 9, • , 
.. /r~ 

• 



H!ftory of the Politicks . 
~Conv ntion, on the ,28th of N(Arember,f 

1 ~ bad orenly '~eclared its feht;ments in 

~egard to the Br~~ifh Go;ernment~ tha,t '-Che 
( (j, ( ( 

decree of the .1 ~th ~f Novemoer, whic~ was 
c ' " , ( 

both confirmed and 'amplified by that of the ' 
~ t 

15th of December, h~d been particularly 
. . .. ., 

applied to Gre~t Britain by the refolution 

of the National eonventioll on the 24th of , 
De~embcr, that t~e Frencli Minifrer for Fo-

reign Affairs had m€'O'lced the Britrfh Go­

vernment<'with, an tlp'oeal tct the people ; 
fI r 

that ' another'French Minrfrf r o(St~te had 

threatened a landing in Great Britain #ith 

fifty thoufand caps of liberty, and that thefe 
. ~ 

mCU'l.ces were fupported by a confider~b.1e 
( 

'~ect, which "was talready at fea, even before , . 

Great Britain began t~ arm, .not to Plention 
f ' 

other" meafures, ,which }\ave been alreaay 

defcribed,.· and the infolence and conten\'pt 
( , 

with which kingly government of' e~ry de--, (, 

fcription was treated in the National Co .-

vention. ~Nor were thf. hoftile defigns pt' ( 

r ( t Fran<;e 
\ 

..-: 
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--""'If. ' 'II.J of Great Britain and France. 
, 

Rrance lef! vifible I in regard to Holland. 
he refolution to open theJScheldt, and the ' 

forciyg of a pam ge dlp to Antwerp, in' d~­
. fiance of the prC?trlt tiPn of tho Dutch Go­

vernment, ~ere acts of OB~ noftilityagain 

'an independent !tate: and that before th 

dofe of ... 702, a plan was in? agitation ~ 

an actual invafion of Hollan4, appe~rs f~om 

feveral expreffions stn the letter written on 

the 6th of December by the W ar ~inifter, 

}">ache" to Gen~ral Dl$mouriez. (4~) The 

hoftile defigns of F ance. m rcfpcct tel 
~ . 

I 
(13 r 'In this lettel' the fullowing preffionsooccur: 

" Si l' armee de la Belgiq'be fe
o 
porte fU1 /a lIa!'and~, • 

" et ne a{fe point la Meufe, etc."-" Les divers mo-

" tifs ci~e{fus, General, ant determine Ie Confeil i 
" perfifier dans foq ancien arIGle : ill a de" 're comme ~ 
H mefure d'urgen~e, et qui deJait d~lIancer l' expedition 

" de ~ Halfandc." Cor~fpondance-' du GeneralsDu-, . 
mouri(Jz avec Pache, Minifier de Ja Guerre, pendant 

la campagne de la Belgique en 1792, (Paris, 1793-8)' 

p. 138. C~auiTard likewife, . 278, fpeaks of " ope­

rations executee dans lot Flandre, et projuteS fur fa 
<# 

• HolJa.nde." 

• Vi L. I. hollar:~ r. , . . ~ 
• 
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f . f', 

e clrcllIV'-'. r frau e, that a crrps of Dutch patriots, a~ 

( ey were called, to th<1- amount of ten thou-
, , ~ 

fand, were r.taken int~ Vt<t French fervice, 

II 'Pnder the nafn oy the Batavial'llegiod ;,.. t~at 

this corps was frati(med on the fronti~ .. s of 

~e Dutch iterritory; that a rev(l,Jutionary 

commi~tee O!, this legion was permitted to 

correfpond with the Frcpch party in Hol­

Uad, ip' order t promote the expeCled in-
( 

furreClion, and tacl1itate the entry of a 
~ (' 

(French army;, and' lafrly, that a French 
• c 

agent was appointed to fdide with the re-
• t'· 

volutionary committef" and cQm~unicate 

an account of its proceedings to the 1V~ifrer 

,for Foreign Affairs in Paris. (49) , 
r" r 

(49) "Les rerugit~s Hollandais w'aient afi"emble un 

peti'L com:tl dvolutionnaire if"Anve~~, ou ctait auffi Ia 
Ugion Batave. IIs avaient plus de zele que dl' hlt':liel'es, ' 

( et quoiqu'ils depenfaffent beaucoup d'a:rgent pour en­

tretenir es cOFl'efpondances avec les d'iverfes pro­

vinces de leur republique, etc." Memoires dF Du­

mouriezn tom i. p. 5, cd. zde.-" 11 fut decide qq.-des ' 
t:' ~ Ii .) 're llgles 
'\' r , t ~ 

, 

"' , 
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• Mter al~. ere preparatory freps, the Exe-
• • 

cutive ~ouncil was of opin 11, on the l~th 

of J~uary 1793, th the plan, as far as it 
related to Hollan ,- ri e tor-execution: 

• • for·o,. this ver day orders we e rent to Ge_e • 

~cral· Miranda, who then commanded the-
. . . . 

French a y In the ethcrlan s, in the a 

fence of Dumouriez, to llJ.vad Dutclt Flall­

ders aud the pr()'()i1n'; rf Ze land at furthe/} . • i; 
w ithill twelve da;ts., Dumou iez himfc f was 

• • 
at tha~ time i .Paris, oncerting ea(ures 

with the Executive. C~unc' for. the next · , 
l'Hugies ol1andais fe tranfporteraient a Anvers avec 

un com;t; r evolutionnaire fi rme par eUlr. Bientot une 

legion d dix mille hommes, que ccs Hollandais avaient 

Jeves fous.le nom de legion Batave, eut orc:lre de fe 
porter fur la me me ville, pour fair~ l'av t- arde de • 

• 
)'armee, en cas qu'on fe deci t a p~netrer en Hol-

lande . • Un mt ;It gouvernemtnt fu lat:e aupre de .. . . 
ce com~te revolutio~naire pDUr rmdre compte au Minijlre 

L ebrun, charge des reI tions etrangeres, desoOlefures • 

qu'on y pre it." Defodoard:l Hift. Phil. de la Revo­

lution Fl'an~aife, .tom. ii. p. 1192, ed. 2d . Paris, 

1 7 91-~. Durnouriez likewife gives the ' very fame 

• • t .a ou~. Mem. tom. i. p. ' 2'.5. , 

Z :,~',-
'J 2, . • 
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campaign: and, as being cotnll andct 'n., o . 

t~ef of the aflny in the Netnerlands, 11~ 
was commiffioned to 'communicate t~e or­

der of the Councit 1cF Oenera} Miranda , 
'- _ ti ~ 

( <which he did inl'the following terms : (50) 
( . p ~ 

t, I fend you at prefent tltt! rifrJ,rution of t lu 
'- f) , 

ouncil: ind as Valence tome; to Paris, 

and .as yoU' cornmand the army in the 

~, mea~ time, you are Charged with the ex-, 

U ecu'tion of tl;e fqllowing plan, which you 

c.t muft!: arranpe with the tnDJi profound f txre-
("" 

Ie 9', In· the firiii: plae&, General BOl1rdon-

" naye will be difmiffeJ~ that lfe may not 

• H counteratl: the- proje .... 'l: which Yot! have to 

"execute, and all the troops., in "lrreilch 

". maritime F!andcrs will be placed under 
... ( I (: ~ 

~ 

(50) DumoUt'iez's Letter to Mi':anda is fuper[crib~ 
~ (,., ~ 

"'d: " Le General Dumolfiiez al.' Genelal "Miranda, 
Paris le 10 Janvier: and is printed, p. 3~· S oftthe fol -

• 
I lowing publication, printed at Paris in 179~ . Corref-

poodan~'! du Gent!ral Miranda avec Ie (General Du-
r 

mouri~2, el les minifrres de la guene, Pache et Beur-

RODvilh t depui~ Janvier., ,179.3. c 

,t vohr . 
01. 



• 

• 
• 

. -, . 
Gmft ErjtaintlJIa Frallce. . .' • • and, that an the arts lruty be 

• your oc~ 

U put ill motion by one j.11. OAt BPuges • 
~, y ~ have Gener Defiers, who is ~ery 
H good, to wh will- ii d your in­

." . ~a:ions: and charge ' '. ·with the d' - • 

• " p~fltion of the trooEs in the lower A 
,', frrian · lander~,- while G neral Pau 1, 

" commandant at Dankir ,is intrufred with . 
-

H the difpoiit~on ¢ the troops in t clower 

~'French Flallders. Ar nge m~tters "~ 
• • 0 

" [u<;h a rna er, as t be able, within twelve 
• • 

" days at farthdJ, to rppro{lc1t Zealand" .(In . ' 

"get 0 ¥firm oj utcJt FlandeN, at tlze flmt 

" ti11Je .tlzat you will. order your troops to ent(r 

Ie tit i/la1ld of Zttyd-Broelrmd, and thence 

·H ci'o over to the iJle of Walclte;m, of which 
• • 

"'I 'we w!Jh to l!take outje es o rnqJlen, ore the · 

adth lde~ has ti e to ret ' at thither. and • • 
, b fore it is fortified, and ha,s received 

~'garri{~n. Tlu:re is lto time to lift: an 

",I though patriots pretend tha the Zea-
• • 

fa anders are prepared, aDd that in all Zea", . . , 
Z 3 "lar t 

• 0 r 
• 
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~ 

f "l~l1d there are not more than.. fifty-five . . . , 

" companies of lnfantry, coniifting each of 
t 

" only forty men, and 'ho cavalr .. , a~d"~on-

" fequently that this ', p d' ion. does not re-c . . ~ . 

• q' quire above truer:: thoufand men, 1 ain of 
• • , ~ opinion, that we fuall want eight batta-

• "~ions of infantry, the' Batavian legion, 

oul~(on's flotilla, two regiments of ca-

',' valry, eight twelve-p0l.tnders, four howit:.. . 

(( zers,' a company of flyin~ artillery,' and 
t • 

"fixteeQ battalion pieces. ..,1" ou will 'go to 

I,r, Antwerp, where y~~ ~ill b'e joined hy the 

" Dutch patriots, who witt bring you. their 

"maps, and ferve as rour guides, .asc:' they 
. I 

" them(elve~ have already acknowledged.the 

" H fa~ility of th~ expedition. The Minifler 
f ' I. f • 

" of the Marit-teg;veJ orders to prepare.furnaces 
~ r . 

" and gr,.ates hl-each of th~ thref gun veffeh, in. 

" or~er ~o fire with red hot balls. Thefe &ree 

(" veiTels draw but little water, an<\ will ea­

H fily 15dl.t ?ff the frigates by the fuperiority 

U (If the!r four-and-t~en~y pounders, atLd 
• l • t , 

H their 
• <. 
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• 

• 
• • 

e. 
H. I.]' of Great· Britai/l and P,ance." 3 9 • 

• • • 
• u their Ifed h<?t balls." ( .I) ]) Aft~r a fe:r line . 

rdative to a forced loa at Antwerp, by 
•• • 

(51) "V aid· prete la rijoiutfon du Confeil: et • • 
. hltnme VaIeTtce vient a Parii, c'anlme vous etes ch r ' 

plr interim du commandement de I'armee, void nt 
. vous et~ harge, f;I: que vous devez arranger dans Ie 

plus profond fecret. Imo. On cfonne copge a e­
n.eral 80urd@1lnaye, pour qu'il 'entrave point ce que 

• 
VOllS a¥ez a faire, et.,tlO met a votre· difpofition toutes 

les troupes de la Flandre,"""rl ime, pour u'un~{ule 

volonte faife a ir toutes. lis parties. V~us avez a 
Bru~es Ie Gen·e 1 Defle , qui eft fort b n, a qui vaus 

enverrez vos ordres et que v us chargercz de 'la ir-. . 
pofition.des tro'?P' s fur la baJre Ftandre Autl'ichlCnne, 
pen~ant que vaus ferez (aire celIe de la baffe Flandre 
Fra~~aife au Generaf Pafcat, cornUlanclant a Dun­

q~er ue. Arrangez les troupes de rnaniere 'a pouvoir 

Jous 8ou'Ze jours au plus fe rapproche; de la ZUande, et 

s' emparer de 1<» Flandre Ho/lan~aife, ~ t qUI voJ • • , Jerez mlrer s troupes dans I'i cdc Zuyd .Deve/and, 

et-de·lli dam l~( de aleluren, nt ou v.cut s'l mparer, 

av nt que Ie Stadthooder ait Ie terns de s'y refugier, 

qu'elle foit f0rtifiee, et qu'elle ait reyu ~arnifon . • II 
,/ eft pal de tems a perdre. et quoique Ies patriotes pre­

f.Jndent, qu~ les Zelandais font prep'art s, I qa'il n~y a • 

ans to ute la Zflande que cinquante cilcornpagnies 
·ofanterie tout au pI ) a quarante hom es (hac e. • 

• • • . '7 . , • - r . .. ". 
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(I • f' ' 
< ' 

, hich( the e;pences of the e:xpedrti~n were r 

to be c..defrayed; wa~then added: H Contrive, 

" likewife, that Defiers a\Temble at Bru~s 
" four or five 1:houf~nd~.ihffn{'ry, with four 

( ( ' 

~ fwelve-pounders, otwo hund!ed cavalry, 

'c' two howitzers, two four pounders (or ea~h 
"Q.~tali~n, a~d advance with the utnujl ce­

u lerity to ,Middi<tbourg, and thence to the 

" ifle of Cadfand and Bier~iet. St>nd me a 

" ,. ( 

et point de cavaJerie, et queo\lar conf~qaent cette.ex-
c 

pe4ition n'exige que" 3000 hcrnmes, je crois qu'il faut 

huit taiHons d'infant~rie, la legit~ Hollandajfe, la 
flotille de Moultfon, et de~x regimens de cavall.)rie. 

huit pieces de douze, quatre. o~lfiers, une com£aWlie 

d'al'tillerie a cheval, et feize pieces de bataillon. ~ . ous 

il'ez a Ailvers, voy'> y ferez j9illt par les patriotes.H 01. 
l.:·mdais, qui doivent v us apporter des cartes, et VOLIS 

g~ider, ayai1\"r:conr u eux.ornemes outes les facilites 

de celte expedition.L Le Minijire de ld Marine donne 
• v f ( 

ordre de prEplJrtr des fournUlu~ et des gnls fur da .. une 

des trois clzal~tlpes canollllicreI, p~"ur pOII'Voir tjrer Ii b~~. 
lett ro~es. Ces trois batimens tirent .peu d~eau, et 

, chaiferont Laallement les frega~tes, par I! fuperioritc 
de leur calibre ae vingt-quatre, et par Jeurs boule~ii 

, , ( 

rOLlp;es." . ( 

" coune , 
~ 
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• 
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• 

. I • 
• 

of Great BriftlitJ mzJ Franc. -
u cour 'r, to .inform me of th .diffi 

3 
• 

~, facility which may pref< nt it{elf the 
• 

u·ex.ecution of the plan.. 1 his you will 
• • • • 

1I ow to a certain , iWh you have feen . . . . . \ .-H. the Dutch patnots, and have examme 
• 

. " fheiI illaps aqd their projects. TIL 'i.e-·Izate 

" depmds on promptitude afccrecy':'(52 

• • 
• 

Now, when we confider that he (es • • 
General haa hithe ob{erved -the moft 

• • 
frria neutra lty, t at the no · only ad 

gIven no indic tons of it defign of at 
• • 

. (- 2l "Arrangez a 1 dans votre plan, que Defiers 

faff~ Bruges un raffemblement. de quatJe a cioq 
mille. hommes d'infanterje, avec uatre pieces de 

douze, ,deux ce.n.s hommes de c 'ale 'e, deux obufier., 

deux canons de quatre pa batailtoo, tt (porte avu 

la/Ius g:..ande · romptitude it Mid" bourg et d Ja dan, 
• l'i~e de Cadfa H, et ·ervliet. Expediez· moi un col.!. 

rier pour me donner connoiffance de ce i (e rencon· 
trera cltibfiac!cs, ou de facilites, dans l'exccution -de 

(:e plan. C' ce que vous (aurez pofitivt n ot, quand • 

v~us aurez vo les .. patriotes HolJand~is, J!t que you 

a~rez examin' leurs ca es ct leur proje • TfJllt • 
,-' IfZd 4e la promptitude e au C(r(I.~, • - _ 



~ 
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r 

tng Frl'lnce, but , on the contrary, 'bn ~hc: 

fuppof tion that thl neutrality, which they' 
, .. . 

themfelves had obferved, would fecure them 
• ' Q ~ ~ . 

fi'om an attack ... on ~he part of any ot;b.er 
r '"' ~ ,. R r 

power, had taken no meafures to put ther-. , 

garrifon towns on the fronti~rs in ~ proper 

fratf' of defence, we mufr acknowledge that 

the order of the itxecutive Council, which ,. . . ' 

wa"sgiven en the loth of January, was an act 
( • • f' 

of perfidy, which very little aCcorded with 
(J ('l " 

thr- boafted( magrnmimi1;:V of the French ,rulers, 

or with the declara.tion at t¥t time ,~oo ge­

nerally believed, that they fought onllfor 

their own pr~fervation, a~d ,'the politic'a)~i': 
herty of Fran~. It was in fact worfe ~han 

"ftn open d(;:.19.t1.tion: for an opeQ. declaration 
~ 0 

gi yes the attackep power at lea~ a ih.ort no-

trce of the' intended hoftifities, 'whereas the , , 

flrret order given by , the Executive Counc,il 

had no 0tq~r object, than to take a t~'leigh­

bouring cguritry by furprife in the midft f 

c 

• 

Ii is true, that (.:he order was , npt ( 

\:lI~eaiaGdy, .. caufe Gvneral Mi-
~ •• ~t ____ _ 



.. 
, . 

• • • 
CR. XlI . Of Great Britain olUl FrJ:mce. 

• • • 
rand . -as he mentioned in his anfwfr of 

• 15th of J ~nuary 1 (5 R could not illfi:antly 

-.. . 
(53) Je crols ,oie plan bi(m 4flifficile it executer, 

o,.ns 1a fituation de nu ite~t m que abfolu de maga-
•• • • 'zins, au nos armees fe trO\lVent. Correfpondence- do 

-General MiratlJla, etc. p. 8. On the receipt f is 

letter.tr~ Executive Conncil came on the 10t4 of J.a­
nuary to the following r~folutlot which ... vas commu­

nicated to General Dumouri z: "Le <:onfeil Execu~ 

tif provifoire, General, a reyu la lettre que v lui 

avez ecrite concernant l'op' ation de 1: Zelan~e~ avec 

1a copie de.c~lIe . du G"e~eral Miranda. Le Confeil, 
• apres avoir d~libel'e fu; leur ntenu~ a arrete. qu'it 

f~rait furds de no eau a l'e"pedition projettee fllr 1a 

Zelance, et it v us prie de Ie mander au General Mi--randa, en y ajoutant, qu'i! defirerait que ce Gen~ral 
• 

a e~dlt les patriotes Hollandais, qui doivent ft:. I'endre 

a iege, et qu'il pdt des mefures ,jpour verifier les dif­

pofitions annoncees des Zel dais et leurs differ s 
rapports. L!' 6entral .J 'rand '011 et a d'tli//eu:'s la ' 

JiJpojhjoll troupes qui om tt'~Jifes en mOUVC11J 1:1 pour 
,aUtle Opir41i ,et q~ font hoI's du terri ire rany. is." 

.,. p . ]0. The ex~reffion "de nouveau" affords all 

additional proof, that even before the i Olh of J a~.J:lry 
an in~a1.ion of Holland had been in. a itatioll ; an4, , 

.Jaft perio! clearly fhews, that the 'execution of the 
• 

order given ,"'n tba~ 'day was not 1>andoned but .i 

°merely poflpo1led. This is further cozi]rnw' . < '.' . . , . 
JIlouriez' Ie ter to 1\1 rand- M thl"·" . 
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c ... t .n -

put his troops .in motion on accoun't · of the 

want (Ii magazines f but this circumfrance , 

is of no more importance to our prefent ill' 

quiry, than wh~R; aft;;i & ptt Ac de~lara~ii>n 
( .' ( ( 

of war, a general, to cWhDID orders for ait ' 
~ r 

a cack are fen,t by his governme!lt, does not 

£nd "himf~lf in a ({J.t~ation to' comp~ ( with 

them at the inftarlt. In our judgment of 
. ( 

Fr(';,.~cJl polj,ticks, therefore, <the whole de-

pends on the time 01 the ord,er, ,and not on 

the time of its execution., .con-1equently lit 
, "t 

muftbe admitted, that the Executive Coun -

cil, on the LOth of Jan~ary, 1(7<)3, de'claJi~d 
itfelf in a 1tate of war with'"HolIand. \ f , 

But France, ""by ~declaring itfelf in a fiatf: 

of war wit'fl'1f~lland, v~tually detlared itfelf 
t1 ~ , ... 

in ,a ttate of war: -.11th Eng,and. i_The COqll' 

mon intereft, and the mutual obligatio . 
'01 

which if is raid: "Je vous ai mande, mon chc~ Mi­

'randa, que j'atandonnai comme vous Ie p'~ojet de Ze-
Jande, mais crefi une l'aifon de plus de pouff'er tres-vi! 

ufcmenJcelui de l'attaqu~ .. de Maftricht, Venlq ( l 

:~: :'14: t t' ' ,( 
.... J,..;,..l. ( 

o 
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cH.~n~ of G al Britain aNd France. 36" 

o -I') " • •• • 
o • • 

• \ w hicp hen united thefe two countnes, (5.1) 
. '. • a • 

made'them really one"nation, in regard to ,.. . 
,~n invafion on tthe part of F~ance: ,and an 

;lttac~ on Il I ,in J 'aooary, ] 793, 

.,afo mucH an attack o~ (ff~at Britain, 

() c1aration of .war againft Holland in t 

{en i~ar would be a de9 aration of 
. . 

tics againft France. T 's was not unkno'\\n . . 
to the Natio ~l Convention; and accord .. ' ~ 

ingly, whfn war was 'openly d~clare~ ~hr . 
•• 

weeks a~qw1rds,. it was de lared againft . ... . 
Great Britain and 011 nd at the fame ime. . . 
ijri~t like (e acknowledged in his fpeecb 

f.the 1 ft of F ruary, that a declaration of 

h nilities againft the Britilh GOyernnlcnt· 

. albne involved ill it , fimilar declaration I 

againft that of Ho ' nd~' 55) onfequently,' .. , 
~ as the co verfe. of thi opofrtion. muft be 

• • • 
\) (~4) ee what h~s been faid in th~ lcven~h chapter ' 

n· tBis fubjetl. <I 

(55) 'ifot's own words wer1 "n decJara ," 
o que Ja France eft en !}uerre avec ~, o~\"erncment An .. 

glais, c',eft d4:clare~<flu'ellc l'eft a\.:~ fl Stadth~9d~r ':. 
k\.onit.3 Feb. 119S - . ' 

• 0 



( ~ , t' 

Hi/l(;1"Y of the PoliflCks 
< 

, ,( 

~ H, err. <: . 
c ' ~ 

< 

c'l..ually true with the propofition i,t 1ft the / ' 

interefr iei~g ~mU1~n, and t,he '?bligati~n 
mutual, it follows from Briffot's own con~ 

. ,, ' . . 
ceffions, that the order. '.:' fl oth of J a-

• ." ~t ' . 

nUfilrJ was equivalc!ht t to a declaratio~ Qf" ( 

ho~ilhies againfr Great Britain. Further,. ( 

, t1,a-t tJt.e rulers of ,ranee not only ha~ fheir 
t ". , 

eyes confran~ly fixe~ Oll thefe two countrieg 

at ~~, fame time, but th'at ih- was their de­

ftg' 11 t~\ mak~ the ruin~ of the one fubfervient .. " 
to the ruin etf the other, ,~pp'ear 'Bo!h from 

" their' fpeeches ~11d adions. • ,; Aifuranccs, 

that I received at this time frod. Paris,"'fa):­

Mr. Miles, (55) fpeaking oftthe 18th of .lay 

nuary, J 703, "convinced me that the gre{r 

obleCl: of the Execut~'e Council was to thro\\-, 

" this COUll'ff! iritOC'an intUrreCl:idb~ and that . , ~ 

" t~,c explofi?n ':.a~ expeCleq ~o hi?pert firft. 
" in Ireland. The pmjetied ':1lvqJ1on if H oi ' 

"laTid, prec~ded by the opening' of: the 

~ ScheIdt, ~s\a preparatory fiep to t~e fall of 

(' AmfterdaItI, were mea1ures that would 
t (' \ t 

f 

"'p.ntic Co\','C(,fpondrncq., Appendix, p. 11 5. 
.. \<.~ Z; • t; 

__ L • 
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, .~ not ha')C be~n attempted, but fOr th~ firm 
" . 

H perf~Juon that the aeople' in England 
, • # 

" were on the ev~) of revolt, and that ~ tevo-
c' 

" lution would "p~vitably hcwpen the ery . ~ ~ ... "') 

C)H "ififtant, lif not fooner, ,~h t war was .sie-
l 1 .... b 

I0clared. Th~ entire conduct of ~he' Q>n-

H ventiCh, an.d ~f it~ Executive Council. th 
) 

Ie efforts of private individ als, alftended to 
:J 

H litis jolitary butoimportallt objett .... ' In what . -, 
manner the conqueft f3f' Hollaft.d wiI to_ 

1 

be made 6hfe ient -to the deftru8:ion of , . . .... .... . . . 
England, may be f~en !~ . two paifages. of 

Chauff;ud's Ma~oirs. 'The o~e, by which 
:) 

it ~ appears that the bank of Englan~ was , . 

to ~ f! ruined by certain finance operation~ 

in Molland, has been alread~quotcd in ..th13 

chapter. (5 r-?' The .othe~ peffi , whi 

Chau rd as taken from fpecch delivered 
• 

iT'J the Nati'dnal nventiOli; fbews not on'lJ.y 

that r ,:he members of the onvention. • 

garde<l the faU of Ho l~nd as a lP~p~ratory • 
itep to the f~ll of England, '6uto that they ' 

11 

J ... '.I V:l' • ' . 

• (5~1 N9te 25 • .,' ' . Ir.' ~ .. ~. 
o • • 
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if • • f 1 nijJory of the I'~It;,ks [eM:, ~. {' ..... ,. 
,0 r c, r { I 

ell aware, their views :we~ . ~'ot ll1)- " 
knowfi to the E~lifu Goyer !Smeht, For 

t~e ° ator, {peaking ,of Ep.gland and Pr'uffi~, 
faid: "Thefc~ two pOw'efs ,well knoW' that 

" ranee has ts&.grf4'tefr in:erea' t~ fuLfri't 
, f' n:F ,. (. 

" tG1te a popular and reprefentativc govcrtl- (. 
e; ,. 

" ment to the arifrocratic, and d 6{;"neratc ' 
~ 6'" , 

Hone, tifat ,actua{ly exifrs in Holland: that, 

" with the joi-ces of that C01tlt/ry, Fra11ce ."Lvould 
~ :.--r. 

_ " 1... .. h'Voca.:Uy dijiroy. tile commerce of England, 

.' , " and, by'means of its'l)avJl, fo[,)ll cornrn~nd 
'~ . 

" the Baltic; th'UF notlf~g more' would be 
• I 

" wanting, than a renewal, \ in that Dart of . , 
" the North, of an allian of fituation then 

. " I 
H become neceffary; lind, that lifter £I1i 'Ai· 

I • 

~' '/i''lU Ulli~lt (;J.F1'.ance and Holland, t lu; jiJ.-

t'P prema(H ~lte.:.E1tgl!Jlt. commM:e in the two 

{t Indiet W~1l1d ~t{b~dlJ diJatp~at. :(5Sj 

(58) ". Ce:t deux pui1fances favent tres-bien que la 

France a la plus grande inlen~t a fubftitucr n gou­

vem~ment l>~u1aire et T~pl'e!entatjf au g uvernemcnt 

arifl:ocratlq~'\, ac{uel et degen~re de Ja Hol1ande; '1" 
'J I ..... " ':i'. . t: (I7)t. Irs force up cc pays, a ArQ e ecr"lc"'ott Jam f'ctau. 

·'1.d~·All /" (rr(7 tq 'av~c res forces navales 
, 10 • ell 

.0.-..'---

• 
• 
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CH~ Xli .] 10/ Great Britain ond • .F,.ance. 
t 

Under, thefe circum frances it would ha, . '1 ' ' .. 
b.een .perfecHi jufrifiable to have ~declared 

w<\'1,a~ainfr Fra~ce :n the mid~le of Jan';lary, 

1793. 1:he ex:fr..:n<-<'" "\t the Britilh empire < ... , ~ . ~ 

w < S ' n "'W 'at ftake: fo~ n ' t only had· t.he .. -
plan been laid for its deftruCtion., but ::h 

, 
wheels of the machine, by which its 1 e 

ftruaion was to be effeEte~/ 'ver~ alrcad; in ( 

motion. It was not merely the ~uin of an
M 

, • ," 

ally, the ord!"r for whofe political) nnihila­

tior.. had b~el1 figl,le,.ct the loth 0 January: . .. ) " . 
It was not me.rely the loH;'.of a. balance bf 
pow';r, or the effects of an aggrandizement, 

wh' c might be cJ.ngerous to Britain ... at a 

futUl': period; it was the immediate down- I 

fall ~f Britain itrelf~ of itc: tonfritution, Its 
• J ' 1 

laws, it lib~rty, its l., mml;,;tcc, which w 

ne~' in' agi " tior, and in gitati Il by 

cUe'dominerait bicntot dans la Baltique, qu'il r 

drait qUI-! renouer dan.: ccttc partie du Nord.; . . 
1iance de fitu:>,tion, des-Iors r~ndue neC; 1" 

a res L'intimc union de La 'France et de fa 11 

r jUfJrematie du fClrlmera nr ais da les dt .' , 
., t' 'J "C"L.IT .J;1. ' • para f,'att. ,'apz~ement. . 1 Uu. ••• " p'. 2 .. ,r' yw ' 

.. . .. -­... 
"')L. . _ 

'/ 
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~nter~rifing, a rdtlefs, and implac3ble fo ;. 

fhe mea{,.ue of ~,..1iquity was already/uIl ~ 

, 

yet , the Britifh Governlnent, defiro~s' of . 

maintaining peace t , tLle ', ery ldr, frill 

waIted with patiencf! till the mf.afL':: v..1S 

r_ot only full, but overflowed. That Minif­

~er~) therefore, _ t,recipitated their country in 
, " 

a war with Flan, 'e, is an opinion, which 

n(\~hing but party malevolence cmld fuggefr . 

Lafrly, within thre~ 1ays ('+ter the ot,der 

was figned for t~~ invafiop Qf Holland, ,the 

National Convention decreeu, that in a1di­

. tion \.0 the twenty-two fuips of the Lle; 

~nd the thirty-two frigates, which welc al­

t'eady in actual r~rvice, thirty ihips of the 

\e and t:wenty frigates fhould he inilantly 

in cOMmifr.un, befidc rarty five fuips 0f 

:ne anti frigates, which were ordeleci to 

't with the utmofr di{pa~ch. (or) Now 

1 two firft articles If the decree of the! 3Lh 
3, are as foL 1(' 

\fir\! '\e la l\"arhe dOnnelll incontinent 

cl 




