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.. been expr~ed at the atrociou a lately • 

I ~rpetratcd ill l>aris: but as De Maulde 

" atfurcd both Minifrcr (the Enghfh and 

I( the Dutch) that G ner"l Dumouriez him-

" fdf", pcnc.:tratcd with the fame 1i uti-

I. menu, and felt qual iudi 'nation, that 

pour bru r c Itt place, comme vou brufqucrc'Z. V cnlo. 

ou vou nedevc'%. pl6lrouver de re/illance, o'y ayanl pOint 

de garnifon." orrefponuaoce du General Mir.nds, 

p. 18.-There c'rcumll n~e 1 mtntion, not ro milch 

~lb the View or accllling entral Dumou!l.'%., who 

well he: f1, refol .. tion of hi· government, to attack 

EnSllnd and Holland at all eVen I ,and therefore thought 

It necclrary to all accordingly, as of lhowing how very 
• 1\1 it ~ biUl, 10 tftni or the c!large of duplicity 

to ore who .Bed with tne nlmOn inl gril}'. 'Ii ith 
(> 

..... 1, Ili h. he lI<C'ufcd. hkewlr., the B.itHh 
"G4 __ lCnl of Irritaling Ihll of r , by difm, I g 

_~ .... 1IIcI!' .. i., eftA .fter tbe lIOJotuliOll wal be: UII: 

6rll propofal of il .... made "by Dc: Mauld 
~ t{ttr ihc Older lull been lelll tl> r. 

~dJ 1M .renDCt, 
~ .. '-t~IIDO.I""'" _ done InJr 

oIltfclf to Ibc: 
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" dr" dful cataffrophe rcfented n 
• OWOl-

"de to the nl' 'otiation. t w tI iil-
• 

"ed. thc:reC. r' , without difficulty. th It, ItS 

t< foon Lord I.Ick· nd reeem:d th n­

Il ewer from hi Curt. the conlh nee fhuuld 

t< be holden at 1oerdyk, on b rd a peht 

" of the Prince of Orange. w' W or-. 

" dered to be fitted up for the reception of 

" th" G nem!''' 

Durin .. the time that D .1aulde was on 

his journ<.:) to the Ha.rne. Mr. Maret VI S 

difpatched . to London, to propofc th in­

tended ncgoti:ltion to the Britifh .lidiffry. 

The ohj d: of Mr~ Maret'. million -
• 

mouricz himfc1f,'whc> was the mo\ rP(the 

hole bufineft , relate , 5 .merely to i . 

hether Mr. Pitt was tell !J dcfirous ~!!~ 

illS GcDeIal Dumourin «Sa} ... -
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Cafe e were, to procure for Dumou~icz a: • 
port to come 0 er ~o England. (0-1) The 

• 
!"";r tit Mr. Pill, ji ritUtmtnl ,lj.uhllilail Irailtr p<r­

.F. ;fi ..... ·//n,,,,,,, afla It (;;niral DU11IDUrit'z." Mcmoires de 

DUlJlouric7., 10m. i. p. '31. 

(6+) In hi IcHerto Miranda of Ihe '-3d of January, 

be (aid: " envoie de main lin agent {ccrel fort conoll 

de M. Pitt ct de M. I-ox, pour demander ault deux; 

partis, C'tlt·~·dire a I n.lion toute entierc, un {au£.. 

cOnduit poUT moi, et \'afrurance d'ttre bien \'tnu, 

Iluclque (ucce qu'ait 1& million." Corrcfpondance de 

Miranda, p. IS.-Of what ufe ajaYj.(uuiuil, from the 

OppoIitian part)·, couW be to a rench Ambalfador, it 

I. DOt eJy to de1ermine: )ml thll5 much is clear from pt. dlat the French rulen nenr lofe lighl 

_lit fayourite maxim, and thaI they mult alwa~1 have 

~~. liD do willt lhok, ",1.'0 aa in oppofilion 10 

. I n.faB, Ihe ",hoI.; condua of Ihe n.go • . ~."'''''''''~PJdID m:rftCrJ. IfDumouritl. really 
-IlII!OJ"I:o ,.,. to .la&1aod. aDd 10 oqotialc with 

M5D1hn ID pcW,i, hat nccctlit)' was 

dt tha BAlita AmINI"'" al 

lie inlcoclcd to 

... Britilh 

~~ 

Ird\nc 
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• twenty-fourth of January wa. the UilY, 

had en appointed for Mr. Muct s d 'J>II!-
• 

tUfe from Pari· : (05) but Le Brun, un r 

the prettnce of gi\-1ng pr iou information 

to Mr. Pitt L> mean, of a peri'on, who had 

already aaed rn dlator 'oem n him and 

Mr. Maret, (M) but in reality, as DIl­

rnouriez himfelf b licv , with the ,jew 

of counteraairig the negotiation, (07) pro-

femung 2 perron to pave I. e way t r his rettption ill 

Londonl To negotiate ill both pl~u INa. urcldl. 

How then i the enigma, tb~1 • perron was (enlla Lon-­
don, :is well a to tbe Hague, to be folved I PerbaP-t 
by the ruppoGlion, thAI il wa il(cmcd C1(~djcnt to 

amufe b g 'ernment t Ibe //l1li# time. 

(6$) Thil appears rom tbe paffa&e Cjuotcd jD tile 
preceding note. 

• 

(66) Mcmoiru de Dumouriez, tom. i. p. 133' 
perroo bCICI _ani is probably Ir. Mi1a. 

(6J) lb. Bat tlla ,..;"" which 01 ....... ... 

for I.e Bnua'_co".a . e~falirs 
.. Daulc fait. ;.a a eu u..~p"",~,,, 
BrIIII, 4i. 
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traClcd Mr. Maret's departure, and, in C 11- • 

fcq I Mr. Maret did not lcaye Pa till , 
,.. traiter aftC lui comme MiniRre ~es afi'airts C1un­

&~ret de la r~ub1ique, ni a\c( la Con,ention, n'~I~it 

pu 1.chc de faire manq~cr celte negotialion f.ns Y P3-

raitr." ThaI ~e Brun w refolnd In counrcrafr Ibe 

Jl Ulr.WOO. Ina)' be readily .dmittcd; but Ibis rcfolu­

lion mull be afcribfd 10 lbe motiye. alleged in Ihe f,,"r­

lemlh chapler of the prtfcnl work, an.! certainly not 10 

In) fupp ~ d refur.1 Oll lb. part of th B. iliib GOyern­

m~nt to treal wilb J.e Brun. On Ihe contrary, it 

Le Do.n, from ..mom Mr. Maret, al Mr. Pill's 

_8 rcqudl, hac! ikfired inllrn lOll to IIcgoliue, and 

ida Lc Brun lia.! rrfllfed: It was Le Brun who 

coaamuakated Ibe inlllufriollF to Mr. Cbau\clin: it 

~-"'LoBnm ho haclligtled witbhi. ~n hand the Dole 

of lie . e CouQcit on the 7th of r.Duary. Be-
Da_r &bimfclf, hid lhe propoicd n gOlia ion 

1010 eeca, mull II ewifc have n /ir{l: 

......... OJ I.e Brua. as the MiDIRer for furtl!n 
, lor, dIoacb the c:hlraBer 01 GellCraleigbt _III: ltiIO • • ." ~tlon wilh 

QIIIW ~ I'i'/IW 
.m • Wo full 

Ia 



• 
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the tu'lII!v:/i.rJiz of Janu:af). (0 ) A 

he ha landed at Do'er, (GO) he IOl'1m 

• 
io whore ~me, anJ in whofe nJOle alone, he: did or could 

.a.-I1ence,lllr~;.n<>ther obj Cliun i n:mov , h .h, 

well a the former, has hc.n mlldc 10 the Illll;1h 

Cabinet by a wriler of Wf own count.,., naDlely, that , 
it was a'lfurd to think of ttcJlting with a Genetal, 

if. treaty with Genenl. wh n he alluUI the cha­

naer of 4.NffaJ~, Wete not a mud, l\ .,<aty with 

his Govetnm nt, a when Ih t chau let u atTumed by 
a perf on in t~e ci~IIIJne. 

(68) Th~t it. t~ret did 01 I vo Pa,' till the 

Iw,nl,.ji>;/b of Janu ry, apr I frl>Dl OI11pluifun 
tho followin pa\lit~es in the Memoir of DuIRClUr1eZ. 

"Le d;pan de Arct fut retlrd IT. z. IJI I pro~, 

.. et n'cul Ii u que I, J,n Ill;'" Ii" tlif<''' "" G6neral," 

U CIRUllI D: III."",:Z: 'lint' I, 16 141M".' To", I, 

p. '33, '34· He faYllho r. e -aIr. , p. 14). A III 

he fa s of himfclf,'p 3 , arriv' dana I captlillale ,rr-
"",;" J anviCT I and P"94, Ie G6nEr.1 Dumoories I ... ica 

loa .... Irea ~I Ics ";~/fo JOlIn '!u'il a p •• l 
'aria. . \llftir. dc$cmlillll I .. fI 1M diy, ...... 
Mr. A(uellaft Par II of ar- import~. Ut 
appear Ia ilia 
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of ~ritillgtoLe Brun, to demand. 

probably (as be w now 

• England: and. recolleCted hi former fa­

.eurable reception with Mr. :Pitt) '\, ith th 

icw of aCting for himfe1f: for we have (een 

'that, when he left Pari, he hs,d no other 

commiOion, than to pave the way for Du­

mouriez.(io) But, whatever a! bis ml)-

of Mr. Miles, who wa an intimate friend of Mr. Ma. 
reI, who fa .. him every day during his lIay in London, 

.ad at whofe hourc Mr. Maret appears to have odged, 
•• Mr. Miles in a Iclter, whic.h he had lately wmten to 

him, bad {aid, venez done fan. crainte, "'./u,lIlt: ,h"" 
.. Ill," tMJiJ!rn: ""' -if'" «(J/I>tJt I" wI". Authentic 
CottcrJlOllllence, AppcAdix, p. '09. ~r. Mile.·ue. 
~ -it "Mil in the juft.mc:nriOQed "ark, p. 101-

~ adCOllIUns pauly faa, 10 which lit hiDlfelf wa 

... nd panly faa., for .mkh, AI be eJtprcC'ly 
..... W Mr. M~·. oWn 1U1horl1. Cunfe. 

4 DnA- rcparu, wbidI ..,CC DOC "jib Mr. _1ioII,JI_bc decl_ fahttlPM. 

u,. MD. fttewife nprc • 

• b;c 
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• tive, ""nether he really intended to aH for 

himfc f, or whether th difniifiion 0 Ir, 
• • 

Chauvciin, whom h m t on the road, fu 

gefred to him' the neccffity of an alteration 

in his infrrudiou' relati,·c to Dumouriez, It 

is .certain that he did ",rite, and ia cry 
preffing term, for freili ul'firuaion , and, 

moreover, that he declared, in h' letter to 

Le Brun. " Illat II .. jhfl1llJ I/ul Jdil'( IlR iNI(1'­

"IJit'U, wilh tlze EI/glif" \twjJ7e,-, 1I11/;lfrdJI ill­

jlmElio'fl.S arrNed: (it) A loon he had 

,....,.wr:ittcn to Le Brun, h ",cnt immediately 

from DOler to London: but havmg deter­

mined to demand no inten i "" or to difcufi 

• 

• 
any m tter of frate, till Iii frefh infuuftions 

fuould arri\e, he 'not make any 
to the Britifu inifuy, e\ n ill n:gud 

the emba.(lj of DumCluriez. It i. true, tbj~. 

he fcat ihott Dose to Lord Gn:a illc:- ht 
this note coatained nothinr; more .1G~i! 

notificabOa. .. ,. Iu IIIIIJ 
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C~t IItt oiplol1l0fiel'!lpm in the ho1ifi' of. 
11# ,~h En'fJ/'J)· ... (72) In the mea time 

• 
aited for hi frdl! inftrudion from 

Brun, w"bich he had fo preffingly f( Ii it d: 

yet, though he Il lid in London eight "1)1, 

(7. ) nnd, thcrd(,re, at lcall, till the flurll~ 

of ru ry. l .'j) he not only leech 'd not 

t'he pcCit'd inllruClion., but not even (J 

.Ingl. ~flJ' or tiirdli"lt. (75) But on the 

(72) Ib. 

(73) Mr. Miles e prer.!y ray. p. 102. 

ill LockIon wa "lhl "")" 

f7.' II 11M beca already !hewn Ih~t fro M r I I (, 
..... 011 tM I6Ih ol January. He cOl4ld no ffibly. 

"~ .. lIaft nac:hed London befure Ihe 281h. Con-
•• he /laid tillo' day lIU!rr, we cannol Ii hi. 

~1IIrhI" at attartlcr., thaD lbe/ .. "" of F~b¥u.ry, 
litdade. libwife, llac dar of his 8rrivaJ. 

u"" p. 1 l> lhat Ilaey look Ian of 
.~.ha .. ,altbcJ_.#.iD • 

~""iiL' -.;foIu" ...... ifdI of FfblllalY. 
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fourth of February, the declaration of war, 
o • 

• which ' had taken place on the lirft, wa 

• 

• kno\\n in London: and ft r that tim . 

WII3 ufelefi to t'link of negotiation. Mr. 

:Maret, therefore, rent a tter to Lord Gren-
• 

,;Uc, to take kaye. -md r turned to Pari .­

(70) Thus ended the celc:brated million of 

Mr. Maret. lich "ould :Ifford an auilitional 

proof, if aduition I proof \\cre necdll ry. 

that the French G()vcrnml..'Ilt \\ deter­

mined. at all c\cnt· to l1\ofd a rcconcili tion 

(76) Tlli! I ler. a.nd the above.mentioned note, 

conllilulcd the .. hPl. of Mr. Maret', n iOllaliclR. If il 

can be (0 call • Mr. tile. own WOf~. p. ,op 

where he (peaks of the above-mentioned DOte .,0' 

II Thi~ "as III Ihe intc Qutfe lhal palfcd. dIci 
.. cOMmunication tha\ ".. made 10 an, cI iiI' Ma. 
u jelly" MioiRen. ucepl a leller wbrtb _ (ellt 

.. Mr. MUd at the trlRel of hi. 6oa1 dqanu ... fnIIB;.1 

.. Loodoa. "-Mi. Plu, lilIewifc, CIII die ulll·lIif.ft~:; 

bruary. 1791 ( .... PuUamejllar; 
In HoufiJ ef Ceo ..... #bill ». ""~_j 
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"ith Great Britain: for, other", ife, it would • 
nat ba e refufcd to grant to an ag t Wll0 • 

• 
was alrlady Oil the fpot, to an agent with 

'hom Mr, P~tt had already exprdfed a 

readincf to nClI'otiate, the inftruClions which 

that agent r quir d. A ompli n , how­

~~crJ "ilh "Mr. Mar t' r ueft \\ as not to 

be expca d, 1incc, among the members of 

the Exccuti c uneil, lavierc, Pache, and 

Mongc, wer from the ~cry beginning ini­

mical to th \\ hole negotiation, and 

Brwl, thou h he did not declare himfcl 

agaiRil it, fccrctly counter Bed i opera-

'on, i7) 
• 

77) On Mr. Marct', million to .ngland at the end 

.rj-.r. 1793. rc pr lag.'td as m nr (alre re­
on die c:ooterence which he had holden with 

r.;l'~·lia Detembc:r: and thefe falfc r~p'?rl .• in de­

... Mr. Pitt', dcclanlioa ill the Houfe of Com. 

,,,,,,,.~.~ .. « iINuuy,I791,ha ebocoadopl J 
tIl-r.rMl, _h .ri~ &lid ora· 

1""""'lllcly aftu the 

III!IIIIIII Ia CIt 11 i¥. ole 32, 
• 01\ 
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• 

W . e Mr. Maret was in London. in ,,un 
• expectin, inftrudio . ftOOl the Executhe 

• 
the former occafion, is added. "AI the firft million of 

.. Mr, Maret was, howev:r, not .!tended with any ef. 

IC fea, he was fent a in {tOni the Executive Council 

u with tt,llIrt,ti p,u'trl. It alrert d, al that lime, 

u Ihnt his obJca W:IlI to ptoporc to the BritHh Miuin,y 

" Ih. ufli.n of /0111' .j Ih, 111'./1 'l:D/ua6/, 1/ ijJ 1>,,1;0 iJI-nJl, 
" (rnti ,'', anIlIT;":' of tht N,t/'u/a"", " IhI D",ih fl­

u IUDlif, prol'ided thl arr~.1 menl rhuulJ mutually 

.. prove .grecable to the State G ner~1 an.! the 11 I ie 

.. Congrefs. Mr. lare! ",a'. ho ever, we bdicve. 

" newr p'''lIilllJ /I I' ul't hh <rlfu,,/illl." ow .be 
ootlon that the Frendl Govcmm.lIt wa rtldy to give 

up the therland, and nill morc Co, that It "'1$ ready 
to bandon fom~ of the mon valuable of the Wen In­

dia itlands. i in itfdf fo abfurcl, an.! i. fn c9mpletely 

contradiCled by the avo~ed principle. of I rencb 
rulers, an.! by the n eJ wbich had been already de 

livered 10 I.qnl Grenyille. Iha 1I0141n8 lib lhe help 
of pIny (lRjudi coald have indlUd 11111 ~ 
was the Icall quahdCd with Ihe hlAotJ of 1110,._; 
II) beline in It. AlIII that Mr. MII-, 
futh ~ .. ntdeill .... OIII!1.fi.," 

of MT. till'"" 
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C~J, the Britifh Government ci\ed • 
the intelligence from Lord Auckland, that 

• 

11tc pall"ages already quoted mlly be added Mr. Miles's 

cJeclaratioll, p. 103, that AIr. Mar,' bud "try lill[t/./o, : 

and what lhol lilllt wa has been Dlewn in the notes 

63 64 10 the .rrerlion, th .. he never W2S per­

lIIinill1 to pr04uce hi credential, we hal'e t1ready feen, 

that even if he had any, he never once oJIiml to pro­

~ec them. To the parr.g. abo~e-quoted may be 

adaed the following declaration of Mr. Milea, p. 101 • 

.. 'l"h.t all intercourc, whh him wal ,efufed I.y the 

•• Ir.:iag' fervants, 1 polilivcly deny, and for Ihe beR: of 

.. all poIIiblc rcafons, becaufe il /./lJ ntWrbun fe/irild . 

.. O. die fame authority Ih t r contradiaed the former 

a&nioa. I deny 1M' Ibr atb.ri" " Mr. MartI, , 
.. wIlD _y, ccr1ainly, be all wed to know as muth of 

.. _tier as thofe h. OIl fuch lillie foundltion, 
I • 

.. iii" RjIIlIItcdl ur;ed It in p.,liamcnl, & ," Even, 

.. _~ ifthe ~ IwI been'true, IIlal Mr. M nit 

~"ri~;d 10 ~c adYllntagcOll pmpor.1 I 1'=' 
.".' ....... or CVeD #nJtO be made, no blame 

!IIt' ...... ~ 10 die 1riJa. MIaIftrJ· LalU". 
IIbwu. with 

• 
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• 

° M llde '\ arrived at the Hague, and 

had propofed a ne 'otiation bet cen his 

Lordlliip and c:nc:ral Dumouricz. 

though the COl dll~l. 

Convention nu of its 
• 

th of the Tatlon 
o 

E <,cuti <,; Coun iI, 

Pari-, net r Ig~in f .. w Mr. Marel, and, therefo • h ,J 

no certain intelhgence of whJI happent'! to hi it 
England) ha Ct dlllouOy adopted f(oln the rumours . 

the day, it i c nfuln! al ollte by Ih iudirpul hie (oKl. 
thai lr •• 1arel tem:.in eilllit «by in Lon n. alii! 

till afler the intellillence atti. (j of Ihe de latal' of 
war.-lt i It • thaI Ii nee Ih publi allan uf lhe Au 
thentie COtt fpon.! lice, by ft .. 1i1e ,in he ycar 

1/96, no one h;5 ycnlur • .t 10 fay ny thing more a tit 

Mr. Marel anI! hi. prelen!eel i IlrucUon : b 
I olher haoJ, I know f no 0 • who, IpYIIIB reb' 

thor. idle , .. poru a jpdifpuuble fali , hat aClcnrard:l 

""",10 Ihe £CDtroGI), 10 iOnfurm I • readcn Of bean:1'I, ttiaa 
dIO(C ICpOru aft! tbe mere invenllon'bf pari! malCto­
lenC'e. and.1 AUlbcnlk Con fjlCllldt_ cJoeI .. 

· appear 10 be r. ",'a1l1 kllOWD, u. -df 
lIigh im ................. rIM .N-,,~ 

(rom lr a,. - ~ likaafe .".tf~· .. to: 
had heaN 01 "WI, 

• coafutadoD. 
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• 
{uch, a demo rated • 

refolutlOll of the Frendl ller. to 

ar "ith Gr Bntain, and, 

nti::quently. the impr babllity, f not im­

ty, that they ft:rioufl) intended to 

a reconciliation, yet th lliitilh Go­

~1~=:;~~' to avoid the n'proaeli which 

'i!·,lIto'uld ba e rcfult d from a refufal. imm -

iat«:ly confcn d to th ne otiation. and 

Lord Au kl od to .treat ·ith 

_''T'') Dumollriez. (7 n the r c ipt 

mfuu8.ion ,Lora Auckland difpat !ted 

~ler to the General, "ho"a then at 
• 

twt~J4~idJlrolr>o{i:d the t nth of }<'('bruary 

da of holdll1 .the firll nfercllee. 

'atWnal Convention. wli:ich; 

waiting tile ifi"uc of t'h 

tt:~!~ from the , ry 



!lal 

already, on the firft of 

(80) What 1;11:. aiteolioo th French GOI'ernm~/It 
paid to the oegotiation from thel>eglnning It, 

may be colleC\ed from limJ ,',_, 

./hl w? Ii., .n which fbi pr /1* _, m~.u 10,1, Bri. 

liJh MinifJ,1' .111-, Yapt, ,'''', lb • • ,,/'" u,'tI' I ;wi 111", 

.n ,mbarg. on all BriliJh fJtjJil, il1 Ih, F,tl1ch por'" ( ee 

Lord Grenville', 'f])ecch in the liouft of Lords on tho 

nth of Febm3ry, 1793') What a ntull dve thi 

conduct form ,II Ille behaviour of tbe Brihfh Go 

rnment, whi h (onfcmed to lhe propor~1 of DU. 

mouriez, though tbe int IIigente of the .mbargn .~ 

rived in London on the very fame day with the fjrn 

courier from La Au !';land. ( e fro Piu' fpeech 

in tbe Houfe of Common. olltlte 12th or F bruaty,) 

It requires, tberefore, a m~e than uftr.11 wanl of either 

1.;, wlcdt:c or of integPi,y to rcprefell', on tbe one 

hand, he French Gonrnmellt as c:.ndrd and "Heito ... 

, for p ;ce, and 10 cufe tbe Britifh Government, GIl 

we olher hand ... of duplicity and a dcure for W&r. 

authentic whiell hay. bcc'n prodaaecd 

pr rm, work, CuIIc!Imtl, demonllratc I" tbo ........ 

mull be mycrtcd. I~ tbe'luc -J N~[ai'" 
alktd: Ia U pGIiIIIC dW _ of ud 

OL. II. T 
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agaillft Grca Britai • 

• 
profetred fpca~er' or writcrs on political (ubject., 

Ihould have rem~ined 
• 

~menfl / But if they 

~gnlorant of all thefe do- . 

how could they ven-

lur to fet them at open defUnce, to fubClitute rotmnce 

fatilliory. and calumny for jullice 1 

• 



• 
CH. xn.] 

• 

• 

• 
HAP. VI. 

fait of arlits h, FrallCt at flit Bl'gillllil,fg if.. 
tIlt Ymr 1703. J1InClio1lOf RIJ i..,rt's 

Party with fllal Of 13rilfol, Oil til.· • "''.if. 
of 1M War wifll Gr at Brifahl. Tilt VI!-

• 
cue '1M' War 'tJoud witllOut 011 diffinlill/( 

cice. Ei h/un Prl't xIs al/tg(d ill ./11-

Ijfiea/ion it. Colifltlalirm of tlw.fo Rrt­
t.I.\ls. Gmtml Rt'Capilll/llfiw, alld /)If- • 

• 
• 

HE rno great parties, 

the be~mUng of d\ 

Cd, the one by Robdj)ierrc 

Boffot. The f~rncr ~ .... ,.r 

fomeblDC! by die rlul1c(I 



[CH. XVI • 

• tim ppellatio of archi ; (1) • 
the latt r, tlough originally only a younger 

hran h of the Jaoobin fami! ,had affumcd 

the titl of irondifis, became J.ll ny of th 
members of it were f~om the d pnrtment of 

th ir nd ; and tht·y were dl{ inguifued 

k liIJl;C'I'I'1 r; by to title of ri(fotincs, from the 

of their leader. (~) The principal 

::m:errlbers of the Girolldift party w re men 

oftaIen and du tion; whereas the Jaco­

bin, though many f them, v. ere not devoid 

of. tural abiliti, re, for th mon part, 

1Ul1 ttered cnthufiafi:. The one had been 
, 

ed ted in th fchoolofFr nch'philofopllY, 

;th 
, 

la{\lilk: w ufually ghen them by I i" 

two ,,"Of pArt; • dltre """" l.ode~ 

~ .. ~saii~.( .. b i Hions. but were 

~::e. or I~' ar~ themfcltes 

tilt t !pal ruUcl, 

o r 



• • 
CU. XVI.] of Grt'" Bril 

other.bad I rntlW"ULU 

hich we 

tal violence. 

the Jacobin fet all h nour and r ·Ii ri 

~n d fian , hi Ie the Girondi , ,ho in 

their hearts poife!fed 

acquired from their edu ti n the h it of 

• concealing ir fentimen , nnd of H:iling 

their iniquity und r the m fk of JObity. 

The form r "er the Ie nod 
the Jc{uits 

• Thefe t patti had di,;ded c pqwer 

of France finct th depofition of the King, 

and had been gaged in. one 

ftruggle for the fuprcme afi cnderkj. 

on th (ubj of the "ar with Great 

tain and Jiolland they lOnnQl a 

jun ~~3) and were lUUaiaJ~-witll 
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~ 

T mo-

tmiir' to hich ha'l'e heen affigned 

in the fourteenth chapter, operated equally 

ev4~ member of the Canyen ion, and 
• 

of ruining the ancient rival of 
• 

Fran . fmothu('d for a \\ hile their 111lbitual 

~crc the m mbe.rs of the Convention on 

thi occal'ion, that though (even membe\"S, 

out Of th· feven hundred and fifty, had 

t d againfr he" ar with Auftria, yet the 

reat Britain and Holland as 

wi//rollJ on~ diffill/iug tI~iCo'. (I) 
I~_ I\II.U~ .. z:en kabl il> it, that tbi ' union of 

C I' cted into th 

enmity i for,.no fooner did they 

I~,lus iolCDt et Je lu, timcraire."-Mtmoir 

!lari. {."-,,. i p. 1+3. 



CH. XVI.] Df GrAll Britam nd nlTru. 'lST 

[ooner had Dumouriez, innead 

rying all before him, 

campa' n, been obJi cd 

~ cerwinden, 0 abandon the 

therlands, than they began to m k 

other the moft bitter repro'lchc . 

t 

• 

"" it that provoked th ar? th AI/f/r. 

" dljJiS alone ;-yct thry lay the liarge 

"t our door," faid Bri!I'ot in h' :lddrcli 

to his nnitucn s, (:I) nd not only 

• 
(5) " Q!li do l\ tr-lu; cette III re 1 LII A".,.. 

thijlll f.uh! Et cepend ils "'~1 en font un crime," 

Brilfot a r. Co mett~n., p, 71.-Dumo'"!Je~,;.Llk.8r 

ire, thuugh be had lefl the parly of the Ja(:ob.iinl~ 

Lc Brun, " JI, ont, I'nn et l'aUII",,;:,'] 

"..~"I declaration de guerrc cOOlre l'Angle·lle'? 
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n rcci roeal, but the mean 
• • 

render the 

Other odious to the nation, in confequ nee 
• 

of th declaration of war, were equal. or 
Brilrot atfcHed that the Anarchifrs or Jaco­

bm "ere inftrumcnts in the hand of fo­

r~' n po\\en, (6) while the fame ridiculous 
• 

laid b the Anarchifts to Brif-

the Girondlfrs, through 

lion, po,!r infuher, (ommo l fon ordinaire, Ie! rois et 

1 peuples; (I, fU,; il ilail him j(undi p r Btlrrtrt, 

,1 Jf It parti atl JIICDoi",."- Memoire! de Dumou-

< 
(6) He calls Ihtal (A r. Commetl:n., • 58) ee 

" 

!lie de PUI. 

f.iel 011 Ihi' r.lbj~a. in • i. Ok 6.-1 

CIIufc 



• caiifc which it \, 0 d c 
• • 

• 

pr fc nt hiftory to in eftigatt, 

• 

(8) The author of. popular pamphlet, 

in th Y<:3r 791. J ri 

the fall of Bi t, 

ilh h 

bIiAtd 
• 

to the part whicb riflOl took in tbe cd rltion of hof-

tiliti " part whicb I i. author biror.lf aunot d ny. 
• • 

&hough he nOll 10 p"lli ir by c..yiOS, co diii 

" part lbat Brifl'ot, ," He" d p I,. n 'U 

II r:d th2t Robefpi rrc voteil ~ r the w r ","h ng. 

,land, Sf well a BrifTot j thlt iD Ih' refpe • the .... 

fore, y wcrcJltrjt!1l t~~ I,. d, con tI ntly. thai 

tbe fill of th n, nd tt.e {c Ddcnc1 of tbe cIIhOr, 

un beowlog tofomc ot! e, Hch II be (\,1' __ 
• 

y, I CK. Itions of I c viaor' .& party 11one. 

which overwhelmed t e c1amation. of the coo. 

CJU rCd party j a fc tlicy had. great. Qaar 01 
• 

jll CD tbeir Ii • bUt IIlcl'Cl) callfo they ri" ~1 

1[l,""' .. ' ia:OIio • A minule iovca; It ion of the ullrc.~ll 

whlcb pc the J acobias the ntage. OYOr 

• - .....,tiS.. iiai a1noady obfclvcd, witlloul 
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overpowered by the oppofite party, 't wa$ · • 

the naturtJ confequenee that they alone 

• 

flaent condu6l of the Giroodifh on Ihe trial of the 

XIng; fOf, though the priocipal member~ of this 

party voted, with only one or tWe) exceptions, for his 

<le'ath, thc), ill/ifiecl that, before he was executed, the 

(e\lleIlCe filould be confirmed by Ihe .primary afrem­

blics, Dut in this attempt tbey failed, and thus Ihey 

gave the advantage out of their own hands, of which , 
the Jacobins, who were COnfljltlll io their infamy, and 

e poCrd, therefore, tlO weak /ide to Ihcir-adverfaries, 

loc ho 10 make;\ proper ufe; for, in a firugglc be-, 

t.. n IWO unprincipled parties, that party which goes 

-he p,atcJl: l<ngth wilfgcncr.ny fuecced . 'The other 

gralld eaufe of the afcendency of the Jacobios as, 

I eir almoll unlimited illfluercc a the beginning of 

th" ,ear 193 nver the fe jOlls .flf the city of Paris, 

,,'hielt al Ihat time were vcfted with (0 much power, 

that the parI)' (uPP"rted by them as cert in of go-



I. 2gt 

• uffere . 1i r the common crime (0); al1d 

Briifot, with his ifociat ,ended ht 1iti: on 
• 

render them elTentia! fenice. Prepared in tbit 

bins fo nd nollifficllicy. an the fpp.g 

o~ '793, of overthrowing their ad,·erfari." even CII1 

lhe moil futile pretext. But c.u[, and pr I t re 

very frequently confouQdcd y fupcrficial obCtners, 

efpe ially if he who ures Ihe pretext i fuccc.n­

ful. It is not extraordinary. ther inte. that, during 

the long reign of R fpierre and h' .Ifociate, the 

notion tbat they were innocenl in reg rd 10 the wat 

with Engl~nd was gr dually propa!,'aled, nd adople4 

by fupcrticl I riters. who knew nol that the w:tr _ 

ulltIIIim'UJl, decreed. On the other hand it OIllll be 
• 

:admitted. Ih.t pofilion writer act "ith perfect 

confillenc • in e avouring to rem Ihe blame of 

the at (rom any party f'rance; beeaufe If Ihey 

could fucc ed in Ihe tempt.lhey would Ii d iI ro 

eh Ihe mOll: eary to transfer the blame to the Brio 

tUb Government 

(9) When the J~objns brought B.ilti wllb 

iaIes to the bar, one of the priuci 

him w ... IH FnPru br II 

law; to whicb 

,'" 4fi 
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the caff'old, while Robdpierrc an hjs ae.. , 

complic ( afccndcd the throne. (10) hieb 
• 

of the two parties was molt d fen ing of 

thc ~iUotine it i unneceH:ary at rrefent to 

t"xaminc : but thus much at leaft is obvio~s. 

that the reciprocal accufation of having in­

volved France in a war with Britain, is a ta­

cit ackno\~led ment from boIl/. parti ,that 

not to the Briti{h, but to the French Go­

vcmment alone its origin mufr be affigoed. 

1'he propofal of it in the Con\'ention f, 1l 

to the lot of Bmro ; not becaufe Briffot 

WI~ more inclined to a war 'with England 

tb II Robcfpierre, buQ. foldy becaufe Briffot 
• 

be at tliilt time the orator 

the Diplomatic Com,rnittee, and of the 

die .... "r. Oaobet 27th. 1793. Supple-

.C1If, ... &ui11c. But ... &fI1UII'IIIl could 001 pre-' 

apIIIA jaa foniorb. 



• 

• 

CR. VI.] Of G· III Bri/JI7/ aNi Fr,l7/. 2 

• mmi of 

itcd CommitteC!t the 'ti ~l on n-
• 

tioD n th 30th f J nuor)" h d old cd t 

pr ftnt itliin 0 d . .1 rep crt rei th'c t 

Tea.t Britain (11) r, thr. ommitti>l.~ 

well un erftood, r a ded rati n f 

war. And it cannot be denied, th the 

orator of the mmittee e ut·d hi. ('om-
• 

miffion with fidelity j for bis Nholc {pcedi 

contained one continued in\' ai e agllintl 

the Britifh Government, which undo bt­

cdly atifi d the ~a.r of the whole 1fcm­

bly. (12) foon a he h:ld ended hi fpC(:ch • 
• • 

(11) Monilcllr, 31n J ntlllry '793, 
• 

(12) Hi fpcecb i. prinled :01 ful kngl .be 
• 

nilour,2d ebmarY.1793' h following p~~ 
'lI' .. ~. 
msy fer'llc as a "O('imen. .. L3 n:Olion An!l~ifc uno 

fois ~eI.irce par nOire Kempl, {era jullic. a iii 
• el nnflrr Ifurl til Ila:t. I. comedic de l'o'iead· 

proccs de HaRiogs no C. rtnou.dl Wu .. e 

c:cb3/Ji IiCh fj ironl line fob ~ 1daINnf. et , 
:lUIt Lauds du x ~I,; 

,MIlls." • UIIroduJllllely lhil AlII' rib, wl].ci 
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he completed th executio of hi . ruft ~ . 

propoftng, in the name of the Committee r 
• 

• declaration of war a ai ft Great Britain 

and Holland. Ducos fc:conded the mo-
• 

tiOD: (13) and, no one in the whole Af .. 
• 

fcmbl fpak a aiM! it, the cry of '!JOle, 

wle, reCc unded from ever quarter, and the 

1A:lr w immediately decreed, ithout one 

ditfc:uting voice. (14 Further, as the fa-

uritc maxin 0 the reneh rulers, "the 

cxciteq to re el againft 

"th ir go\·cmo . ," ne\ cr (. r(ak th mt 

'\'\a ot 'd, on tlle prc! fal (Jf F bre d'Eg-

kritinc, and n the 

Barrerc.',:l1l durer: t 

recon m ndation of 

til En liO:i nation, 

rcfpecHul\y uf hi ("cod. the proph~y, Ii 

lul-



• 
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• ·which. rd 

Barrere, Fabre d' .Egt ntine 
• 

Thbm 15) 

• 
h ve n affigned in th fou,t nth cit )-

ter, were not fuc.li 
• 

had juftiee on their 

fide, it was deemed expedient to ii- k a 

number of preta , which might p: lliate 

the a reffion with the llnthinkin 

I c, nd furnifh their ad\o at 

P!'PIl­
'ith Co-

phillic 1 ar uments in their defc:nce • 
• 

were th it endea\our in thi. r Ii unfuc~ 

cefful; for ·they were [0 fortunate as 0 

difcoy r not 1 f~ tha ~ig!Jtem pr tc:xts, (1 (j) 

all of which, however, \er f fuCh a na~ 
• 

ture, that 110 ration 1 ouncil of State, n­

I fs other motive had opc:ra ed, \\Quld ha~e 

been indue d by them to a declarati of: 

\\ ar. The fiHl: arti de is of 
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!IIhu the turge. t the itilh. 

~~~t, ifter the I A~ft 1702, 

any indicatiom Pf being iU-af. 

rance: and in the fc '(n­

teen following articlea the part:rular aClions 

arc fpecified; chidly in chronolo • cal order, 

Ytllidi this e it dili fitioo w fuppofcd 

'nA~'1' difplayed it(elf. (17) Thcfe (even-

· ....... :iai.artid s, therefore, muft be particularly 

ilralnined. 

The firft of them ,dates to the n'cal) f 

Britifb :Ambalf:idor from Pari on tbe 

of AIa~a:: but thi, ehuge has been 

Wly repelled in th . niu h ch pta. In 

~IQ article i aB' It , that the Bri-, 

Dtioa ~ wublc to clifqD\'er any 

aceu60, .he G " .bcror~ 

fIJ.At4U.i I~ .. .,. ..... ..-.ada IIa 



97 
• . fu 

Mr. Chauv lin's former dcnti. I of no 

not lx:/C!I' th 17th of Ja­

nu.'1!y, ~hen the qu ftion of af or . 

wa aJ dy cid ,that he It d ev n of-

r. red to pr duce .new cr d nti, I. Tn . 
ird and urth articles relate t 

• 
fuCal of' the Britifu 

Knowledge die rcnch 

f Mr. C 
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the ad:i of parliament, ma:ntioned 

cod of th eleventh chapter, where 
• 

• t the • 

it has 

likewi(e been fhewn that tho(e complaints 

are ungrounded. In the ninth article the 

Britilh Governmcnt is accufed of having. 

~iven a reception to Frcnch emigrants, as 

if hot'pitality to perij os in difrre(s w re a 

crun. nd t hi charge, in another refpeCl:, 

ill b came th (c who had not only f, m 

die ery commencement of the French 

Revolution uniformly encour~gcd and cor­

te{ponded with th di{affeded party in 

England, (1 ) but n the 2 th of No- . 

ember had received, with ev' ry mark of 

:::,'\P,l\(libip and \'cry tolr(:u of applau{e, the 

d e of thole focictiC$~ 'h on that day 

fied their intention of o\crturning the 

riti1h Con(litution; Bctid, whateycr 

be the private \ iew of the French 

" 
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• er' pctmltt to rdide in 
• o 'n fa t tholt th 

the Dutch patrio , 0 the mount of t n 

thoufand, into fc paratc legion, but d 

placed th m on the frontiers of Bollanil 

a prep: ratory ftep to i im' fion, It re­

quired, therefor.e, more thall ufual nuuJcit , 

t 'ecufe the Britifh Go emm nt 0 h ~ing 

granted an fylum to the French migrants . 
• 

Another char,; in the ninth article reli e 

to the emigran fro the iflnnd of: t. 

mingo. ow it i "undoubtedJ} tme tbat 

even before; the clofe of ) 70 I, a gre t pa 

of the French colonifu in the i ru1 of St. 
-Domingo. bi hly dl6'ati fied with the • 

du thc.. " tional :t\ill mbfy• to which 

they Juftly a{~btd the mfur n of the 

fi ; w' cd to fl 't dI. COf 

tJ2 
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( 

ribin, and hat fc-' 

eral of the coloni came 0 Lon~on, '" ith 

the view of inducin . aer to fend out 

rmamcnt and take pofi"cffion of the 

country. But equally certain i it, that e 

Dri 'Ih Government, true to the principles 

of neutlality \\ hich it had det rmined to 

m mtain, re' d·d the offer, and that no 

at ution was paid to the colonifi:s till after 

war had cn decl roo. (10 It upright 

conduCl:. therefore, d feeved .not th cnfure, 

but th Ui Ilks of the n . n-

(19 The ww-d of .Ir. BrYllII Echnrd , whore au­

,borh on this (ubjca is not 10 be qu /Uoned, and , 
ho certamly n t be ccu(ed of an unj tti. 

"i11 in fa our ( iDin 1100, rc ... ~ 10 :" To 

lbef. ~l,rcfc:nl.t· 115 '" 41UII/iU/ ., liMzJ I;,'U U:aI 

~ ziw.; \u\ lit length, ,,(lIY the N lional AfK,mbly 

.. -!aid gilt propct 10 de 'late: war ~ga:ia 

.. riwo, tbe ngliO! I\frnillty~ .. to liJlcn with 

Saine. al 

tion. 



• 
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.. u. (2~) 

late to the na \ • 

would 
• 

that it 

a compl . nt, that c rtain friend in En land 
• 

" ere ill treated b the ovcmment. • 

thou h it nnot be deni d, tb t the m • 

fure t ken by the Bntifh ov rnmcnt to 

counter the machination . 
. 

........ d in c nl: r1: VI ith th 

tion, neec arily gavc offence nera-

ble body, y n converting tho meafure 

into a fuhj of com aint, it rc l1y outdid 
• 

it tiftta' outdoing. • In the thirteenth arti· 
cI a complaint • madc about thc En To 

lilh 1b.ips VI hich had I n fent t lulhing 

• inning of January: at th 
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made under the pretence that thole :!hi s • • 
bad be fent" to difturb the {>perations 

of France in 'Bel ia." (21) But it has been 

. :!hewn in the preceding chapter, (22) that 

the obJea of the {quadran was merely to . 
• act on the rtefcnfi\'c, and, in cafe of an at-

tac on the part of France, proteCt the 

co ft of Zealand. The . prefence of this 

(quadron was Iikewife abfolute1y ncceffary ; 

for n the loth of January the attack on . 

~aland had been already ordered by the 

Executive CoUll iI, but was abandoned in 

nfcqu n.ee of the obftaclcs whi h this 

(21) Pour trOlibler opEration de Ii france dans 

fa Belgi11!e. 

f9undation •• 
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oundnti n. ( .. ) 'the fourtcmth Ilrti I, r -
• I t to the dili iffion f r. b u\ lin, 

• • { .. l celebral Oppo(ilion wriler hu ob)eaed to 

the affi!bnee fent 10 Ihe oUlell, on tl1llihir 8'OU.w, 

namely, Ih til w. fcnl withoul being P' 'iouSy reo 

9ucftcd by the DUlch Government. Ii Iher 

Baron Nagel, tbe Dutch Atllb~[ador in L"IIlI n, '0,· 
mally dcm nded of Lord renville II (II CI>\I, (\ipu. 

hied by Ihe trealyof 1788, i I 

cannot delermine by official documents, 

muni Ii u.s wbkb palfcd btl ween Laid 

and Baron 'agel h ye never been I Id lit. or. Ihe pub­

lie: Ihough I have been in orme;! from vely good ~u­

Ibority. Ih I Ih. oUlch Amb Jfador really .d m e 

\he d mand, ut rcquefie I I it might bo kepI • (e • 
• 

eret,ltll tile bate a of con crtillg mea(ur of de-

fence IllOuld be difiorted . y the lional Conventiwa 

into a combination dlilinfl rance, and Ihlla tJp,,(e 
• 

the DUI h to a rull grealer d nger Ihtn thaI itll .... ""'. 

I er 'Were ahead threatened, when lbe demand "' .. 

m de: .04 thai Ihe Duleh Go,'crn , wh.ofc, ... pl'" 

• fe "liOtl depended on lbe Ope'l ti"" 0{ 

rcally 4id make Ihe demand i. to hiihl,. p1elt,iblc 

'01lleVCI, .. II ...... 

Uo. 
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fubje&which ha.! be n fully difcufI'cd in th 
• 

prccedin chapter, where i has been pro d, 
• 

lain lliat Ihe talel eneral had 'formally declared to 

the Briti!h Ambalfador al the Hague on the 16th of 

ovember, 179i, tl) H,tl,i,,: (DuM mQrt rjtlltJal'l 

,0..aUtt I. ,1" I af>P,'ntji anti mutual inttrtjlt of lhe /WI 

bit. J~. tot/linl/Dnte of Ih I intimal. "niM which 

" ~'''''.v,QblijlJld htlUJtrllll : and equally ccnain is 

lerward Ihey form lIy pro­

heldt, 

'After Ih fe d larations Ih tat 5 ener I mi ht cer­

"'inly "l'l-8:, Ihllt, 2S foun 

wer in fC I d nger of an invalion, the riti!h Gove.rn­

lIlent would fulfil it dut to its ally, without beih'g 

further remin cd of il: no one. can de y, that 

hen III fquildrOn II qucftion. which \ as the lirn 

fu ur ( nt to th DUI b~ arriv I Off the cOin of 

Zealand. thai province wa tllltltc:Ded with ,'ery im­

hll'ther. that the arth I or the Bri-

hether ormally 

ener • .!, i 

mrlll{tlilo" that DUlch !hi 

Se 

1l.i~ COIIftII.Ii'on 



• 

en. ",.J aos 

• th put II f, t th 
• 

wheo dl'Cl:ired I inlt G~ I nrit in and Hal • 
• 

land. • lhe 1.1 itwr,:d februAry, 1793' 

fer Ibe lI"1lt,.,2 openly I red, and t 

neral h d cufed 10 be under the in611en e of the m 

tive aneged • t y 1 ted to the ""01 worlel, 

in :an o/Iiclal 001 prer. Died 10 LOrd u ILl nd on Ih6 

20lh of Mar h, lheir finett. d lir. 1 I Ih Brhilll 

G UDme1l1 woo d • e tNir caufe it owo. The 

nOli • therefore, IMI we ffiftCcl Ihe Duleh wlIhout 
• 

being fired 10 do fo. i ungrounded. • 

BUI fup fe. or the (ake of argument, it wcre true, 

tb Ilhe 5 ' . cncr~1 h .. ehh r dire 11 nor indio 

n y. ncith r on the 161h a November nor I any 

other lime, Ii ni64d a /irc of amlhnce, yel Ihc pro. 

tellion of J II nd 'r:n:1 Cluty which GrQI ntjraiA 

owed 10 ltfdf. if n 110 il.fally. ~hen two hour. 

arc fo connell • Ih31 I e one unnot be deltroyect 

it I cridiDgering I fall of eb. 01 her. ... lit 
matter of IbC latter. whil hi ighbour I, alJ"P.o 
fee: &Il cDClby appr chillg 10 ddt roy Ihe hOllfc of .... 

WOILIII -=_.inI1 be confidc," II a &to.... 

Ict;II!i:cd .., waU. ~ IriI ncJ&h"*r 
awakened 
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in a iew of the c(l1!fes of it. In thc £if .. 
te.cnth ar~cle the Britifu Go~ernmen~ is ac­

cured of an attachment to the trai~()r, as he 
• 

1. th rcrcalled, Louis XVI, and of having 

g~ven order', imn;tediately after his' execu­

tion, to auglllcnt the preparations both by' 

f"a. and. by land. . QW of the attachment to 

Louis XVL it has been /hewn in the pre­

ceding chapter that the Britilh·Goyc.rnment 

remained perfectly neutr 1, that it did nqt 

even intercede fOr him, and that it t ok no 

oth r part than that which every li l1eft 

__ kcned and demanded 3mn:1Ilc:e. Nothillg, there- . 

r re, could be mo~ abfurd Ih:ln the rep(oach made to 

die Briti/h Government of having fent fuccour to the 

Dutch, eve~ if tile premifes on wlti.ch the rcpr03cb is 

iou"dec! w.ere true. Bendes, hat /hews the incon. 

fiftiii.,., of tile Oppofition ptrty 00 the 15th of March, 

to the fuccour by land, 
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• man mu1t take in the cawe of an innocent 
• 

{dettr. Ana in I't rd to th augment· 

• had oundl. 

to accept the conditi of peace propoIi d 

by the Briti1h ,rnment. In the frx­
teenth rticJe thc ritifh 0 emmcnt • 

accufed of having ent red into treaty; 'of 

alliance with the Emperor. duri. g the 

month of J nuary -hieh wa juft elaPfed. 

But this ch rge is abfolutcly falfe; f(Jr {inee 

the loth Auguft. 1700, two y TS and a 
• 

hal therefore befon: the declaration of , 
war, Great Britain had made no treaty 

hatfoever with Auftria; and e\'cn 

truty walo nothing more than a Con\'c:ntiloQ 

re bv not to France but the ~ 

"c:the_J$. (2~) In th 
• 
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e1apfed Oetwc n the loth of Auguft, 1700, , 

" and the Jfi.of February, ) 7Q3, not c,·en a 

forged treaty between En t nd and Auftria 
• 

Iia ever been produced, though the hiftory 

of the laft n yoors furnifues many exam-

f the kind: nor i it poffible that ~ 
th genuine treaty, had an fuch exifted, 

fbOuld ha e mained to this 'vcry h ur a 

profc und f< ret. But what P" the mat­

ter out of all doubt is the pouti e declara­

tion of Lord Grenvill in the Houfe of 

Lordi, nnd of Mr. Pitt and Mr. Dund in 

t.bc Hoofe of Commons, on the 12th of 

February, 1703, who, in confequ~noe of the 
• 

bl'Qught by the atiorlal mocn-

qn. were CAlled upon to explain tncm-
• 

,and 11 three folcmnly declared that 

h 0 !.rbe fe, -

i Ie cxmtain • falfch.Ood 

fi with the: piOcr9ing : 

for 



• 
tor it' there (aid th t tit Britifh 

• 
meot had dra n the tadth Ider into • 
alition ainft France, 2. ) 

that the Britifh 0\ ernment '\ 

. cert ith the oyemm Ilt of 

it ha n fo fully demonfir. 

• • 
I 1 

it.!! mealu were purely defenfi\c, that it 
ould an affront to th rc der to 

an th r )'11 hI n the fubjea. 

Th Hifrory of the Politicks of Gr 

tain and France, from the time of the con­

ference at Pillnitz to be d claration of war 
• 

againfr Gre..1t Britain, iJ now brou ht to a 

c nelution. The p 'nclpl and t 

of the mo 

~7) Thi c 



• 
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• 

portant an~ deci!ive period, have be de-

lineated with hiftorieal accuracy, the,repre- l 
!entatlon ha been every where founded on l 

authentic documents, and every affertion 

has been fupported by unqucftionabJe teili- r 

many. In the narration of the manifold 

C\"ents, frria: attention ha been paid to the 

order- of ' time, the relation between came 

and cffc has been thus uniformly pre­

fcn' d, and hence every action has been 

traced up to its real {ource. othing- of 

the leaft imPQrtance, whether favourable 
. 

or unfavour ble to either partr, has been 

omitted; no fa ,however difadvantageou 

to the Briti!ll Cabinet" it might appear. 

J!eo. conuder'd by itfelf, ha en {up- : 

prCtl@, and on the other hand, ,cry thing 

hich, under the farne lreumftances, .p­
advantageous to the French rtilers, ha 

~LittnJI''Ulo,ufiy obferved. COnfequc:ntJy, 
t\\O parties 

beirlg 
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pletely repr fented, nd pl ced as 

been giv 
daration • 
derived from feeo d-hand fc urce, but bas 

betn i17l1ntdialr/y taken from their own writ-

• ings, and their 0' n official journal., from 

which there Ii no appeal. 

therefore, now rem ins than to 

heads 0 the preccding hinory, 

. 
10 

the ouchers hay en already gi~en i to 

one view, in ord r to en ble the public to 
• 

decide with grcater Ii cility on the r; (I 

queftion : rho wer the aggre1fors ( 

• 

1. In the celcbrat d confere ce at p. -

nitz in u fr, 701, the Britilh Go m. 

ent took not the mofi difiant part: and 

if oy tr ty waa concluded tb:re, wffich i!l 
itfelf thC Britith 

GOlCltl-
• 

• 



• 
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o.crnment not only nc:ver acced<\fl to it, 

but as ~evcr apprifl'd even of its contents. 

Furtllet, when the Britifu Gover~ent was 

>reql1cfred in 17g 1 to join a coalition againft 

France, it gave a pofitive and unequivocal , 
rcfi .(2) 

2. T oward the c10fe of the fame year the· 

\1l1Uable colony of t. Domingo was pre­

irved to France by the timely affifrance 

rent by Lord Effingham, then Governor of 

~~I~a; and the Britifu Cabinet fignified 
• 

it Amb {fador at Paris to the 

• 
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• part f t. D min TO",n of • n-

nd there, 
. 
In. 

• 
paid by Frnnc tmofl 

tude. 2 ) 

• 
a. \ Tb n Loui XVI. form By cc ptc 

the ne conffitution, in eptembcr. 1701. 

and Cent circular lette to the ditfc rent 

• ur of Eur lignifying hig ifmt, the 

vU'U1t of reat Brit in was one 0 the fidl 

which returned an (lnr"" ('1; and dl' of e1 

was couched in \-Cry ref~a.ful t<,rrm when,:­

as fome other court:; eich r did n t nnf"cr t 
• 

aU, or in a mann r difplcafing to the "a-
• • tlOnal f\,ifemblr. et, Oll th oth r halld, 

n event t k pIa about thi., ry tim , 

which ilic\\cd how very little the. "atiQQat 

ffembl) red about the ncutiality of Great 
ritain. (30) • 

• 

• 

VOL. II. 
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4. hen Parliament a{fcmbled~ in J~-
nuary, 17Q2. the Bri6ili Cabinet "3 Co far , . 
from difplayin any h fti1e \; w , that it 

was propofed, in his Maje1ly' f ceh, to 

make immediate reduction of the for ~ 

both by fea :lI\d b • land. 1 hI' I1\lm r oHea­

rn nand n arine , to be employed th t year, 

ccording;ly diminilh d to flXtcen thou­

fand: it was dcterm.incd that the Hellian 

fubfidy, hich th n xpircd, fbouTd not bc 

rcnewcd: the Britilh land forces were like­

,~ife T due d: :mu taxe to the amount of . 
two hundr d thoufand pou~ds w re abo-

lifuffi. ' et at thi ry ti th ational 
• • ifembl t ok me fur for a Ycry confidcr-

ble a\lgmtn tion of the Frt:nch m rine; -
me (ure '"hich, 11ad the bt!m taken in 

England, would ha be n r prcfc nted in 

1ini! • 

di rbcd 

In thdr Cytlem of nC\lltrn . ( I) 
• 

• 5. Aft r 



• 
3):> 

5 .• fteT Fr uc h d declar d \\ r, 1ainft • 
ufuia on th .oth of April, I 7~ 2, the 

Britilh Goycrn cut pro 'cd, both hj i c· 

tion and declor' tions. that it ~as det -

incd to remain neutrUl in th cont ft be· 

tween th two po\\etS. The French Millif-

ter in London, h uvdin. rent flic' • 
10· 

formation. on the 2 th of pril, to hi Court, 

that th ritilh Cabinet \\ rcfolHd to pre­

(erve neutrality: and, on th He of ay, 
the King of Fran e wrote a letter f tluuk 

to hi rj ni M 'efty, nd atkn \\lcd 1 d 
• • 

hl obligation for the r futi 1 to j ill the c '\-
• 

Ii . on. On the 15th of M). 1:r. Chau\,e-

lin dehvered a note~ in which, fter an at­

t IDpt t j ufrifi tion of the ationul (. 

uftria, the 

mmcnt w re u /led to forbid 

to cccpt f commiffio 

from Ily power hi h w hofiilc to France. 

hi" Jr~ punctually C()mplkd" , 

• 2 aucl • 
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and a RoyaJ proclamation to that purp e was 

iffued n the 25th of May. At this friendly 

conduct the French Governinent again ex-. 
preffed its fatisfaction. (82) 

• 

• 
O. The prochmation of thc 21ft of May 

wa a mer mattcr of national police, "\\>hich 

the machinations then at work to oyer­

tum the Britiih Conftitution rendered ab­

(C>luteiy neceff"ary: it contained nothing 

'hich could give the leaft offence to the 

rcnch Government, hi h was not even 

nam d in it: it contained no indications 

'" h tfc v r of. hoilile difpofttion to that 

untry: nor did any filch thought occur to 

tl) French Gmernment, but, on the con­

tr 1), n l ·only Mr. Chau\ lin, in a note 

\ !lich he dC\ircrcd thr e v"ee ,ft rward, 

Brun himfdf, in th name ,'en of 

gOH:rnmcnt, in the month of Au-

guft, 



• 
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. gufi, teftified hi con r1 i: n f the fritnill 
• 

difpofition and on utt of the ritiih a-

binet t '" dF~ncc. (33) 

i. When the Britilh "bin t, on July 8, 
• 
in anfwcr to the propoJi 1 0 act mcdi tor 

between France and the other Bellig rent 

Power J replied, that it could not do fo, un­

lefs the mediation were requefied by all the 

parties concerned, the refufal wa fo fi r from 

indicating a difpofition to hofiilities, that it 

proycd the very reverIe: and thi is confirm­

cd by Mr. hauvelin's cknowled 'ment in 

his letter of uly 17, nd by the acknowledg­

ment of Le Brun, i his note to Lord ower. 

Befidcs, the mediation was requefied in the 
• 

name of the King of France, at time when 

hi authority was expiring: and though he 

s not formally depofed before the J oth of 

ug fi, yet ihc e'·entl of t1 20th of June 

(33) Ch. vi • 
• 

8 • had 
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pad transferred the hol(' po"wcr of France, ' 

-executive well as Icgiflati I'e, to the Na-

tional Afi'embly: and thi affembly as fo 
• 

far from being folieitous for pea e, a certain 

pcrfons have yer>: falfeJy, and very artfully, 

ufi'erted, in order to throw the blame of the' 

war on the Britifu Government, that it was 

d termined, at all eYcnts, to pro/i te the 

war. (3.J) 

8. When an alarm w (pread in France, 

in July, 17!J2, in confcquence of the failing . 

of five fhips of the lin , and a. few frigates, 

from Portfmouth, morel to perform n a1 

c\'Qlutions in thc chanTleJ, Mr. Cham din 

fenta note to hi own GoYemmcnt,in which 
• 

h teftificd th acifi difpofitions of tllC 

Britiih abin t, and 'Cll complained of he 

ii l(e notion hich ~ ntert ined 011 thi 

iubjcCl. n tile til of Augl). ,Mr. Chan-

(3~) Ch. vii. 
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..,-din' note wa r 'ad in the ,. tional Mem-
• • 

bly: and it wa decl d that t . h u . • 

lin's t . any to the pacific difp fition of 
• 

the Britifh abinet w 9 fati faCl;oT). (35) 

• g. The recall of the Bntilh Amballador 

[rom Paris, after the King h. d b en dt­

throned, was no breach of neutrality toward 

France, ei her in itfclf, or in the mannel in 

which it was conduCl;cd. As he had b en ac­

credited to the King, his letters of credence 

were become ufclefs: nod bctore nnw di- • 

plomatic conne.-<.i.on could be formed, it 'as 

necdfary fi to kno\Y who was to gOY rn 

France in future. ut, at that time, all au-

thorities were organized only proyifion<llly: 
• 

aud, during the ftruggle of contending par-

tie., it WI1ll mofl: confll1ent ~\ith th prin­

eipl of neutrality to a 'ait the itfuc of it. 

B fides, the letter of rec;JI as couched in 

• (35) Ch. viii. 

· x of ruth 
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fuch p'acific and friendly terms, that Le Brun ' 
o 

openly te~ed his approbation of it, and de-

clared, in the ational Aifembly. ili.at the 
• 

Britifh Ambaifador had left a fatisfactory tef-

timony of the difpofitions of his court. The 
, 

pacific difpofition of the Briti1h Court was 

further evinced by the dccifive rejection of 
• 

the 'invitation which was made at that very 

time, as it had been already ill. the preceding • • 

year, to join the coalition. (30) But that 

the Provilional Executive Council might not 

be 'w nting in eti(luette; it immediately dj(­

Jlatched Mr. Noel with an order to Mr. 
Chauvclin to return to P:u:is. • Mr. h:lU­

velin. however; obtained {} revocation of the 
• 

oro r, in confcqucllce of his making the [01-
, 

lowing remont ranee; 'that be was per­

" recUy well with Mr. Fox, and fome other 

members of Oppofition, and that it would 

not 1* prudent Al. :l-'rance to loCe the fruits of 
• 

36) Cb. ix. • 
• 
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• his I '" ith thefe gentlemen, an . their 

• 

• • • fubfequent fc:n;cc , fj r 'vam t rm 0 diplo-

matic ·etiquett ." \37) 
• 

) O. In the month of ·ovember. 17 2, 

after the D utchy of a 'oy, the ufui n 1e_ 

thcrland , and a part of crmauy h. d been 

conquered, the French rul rs thrc\\ off the 

mafk, and de ated to the whole world the 

revolutionizing fyfiem which they had hi­

therto only followed in the dark. l ot only 

was it decreed, on th ) Oth of ovcmber. 

that all nations whi h chofc to r bel againft 
• 

thcir government i'hould receive affifiance 

from France, but, 0 the 28th of ' 0\ ember, 

'when deputies fr m certain Briti!h focjetics 

appeared at the b r of the • tional Convc -

tion, and fignified their intentton of over-

• turning the Britiili Conilitution, they were 
• 

received with applaufe from the whole M· 

(37)' Cb. iii. Note ~. 
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{embty, and were afi"urcd by the Preftdent ' 

himfelf, that the period was not far diftant, , 
when Frenchmen would come to cOltgratu-

late the National Convention of Great Bri­

tnin. After this declaration, it ought no 

longer to be a queftion: Who werc the ag-

grc:fiQrs? Further, to'ward the clofe of the 

year 17Q:!, England was overrun with French 

cmiifarie , ,\ ho were enga rc in the plot for 

the o\"Crthro of the Britifil Conftitution, 

and \\ere {upplied, for that purpofe, with 

immenfe fum from the French Govern­

ment. confiderable fleet alfo was fitted 

out in France three months Wore reat 

Britain e,-en began to arm. (3 ) 

• 

• 

J I. When the Britilh Parliam nt affi:m­

bled in tb month of December, in conft­

qucnce of the da~r \\ ith \\ hich the cou - • 

uy \\ threate'iu:d from France, all the mea-

US) Ch. L • 
I 

1i c:s 



ures whlch were tnkcn cre pm Iy d cn-
• 

. fiye: and war roi ht havc ( II} b en 

avo ide - had it been the will of the Tationa! 
• 

Convention. and of th Exccuti\c oun. 

ei!. (30) 
• 

12. \Vhile mcnfures were taking in Great 

Britain, in order to ward ff thc danger 

with which it.)\,a already threatened, the 

rul rs of France continued to augment th t 

danger: and, by a new fcri~ of iltiuries od 

infults pro ed their dctcrminati n to en~ge 

in a ar with teat Britnin and Holland. 

By the deer of Dee ember 16, war was de­

clared, not only on f lJ kintrs, btlt on all na­

tion , whieh refufed to take up arm againft 
• 

th m; and this decree, with that of Nov ro­

bet 10, n, in anow ,·ay~. applied to 
• 

• Great ritilirl in particular. The Miniftc;r 

for F oreig Affi irs thr('ntene~, in the ·n-

tional 
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tion 1 Con' ntion, an appeal to thc Britith • 
• 

Nation, d the Marine Minifter publickly 

proclaimed the dcfign of a la~ding i • Britain 
• • 

with fifty thoufand cap of hberty. A new 

and vcry confiderable addition was ordered 

be made to the Frcn fhip alrcady il; 

commiffion, with the a 'owed view of acting 

gainft Great Britain; and, bcfore the middle 

of January, the order was figned for the 

actu. I imafion of Holland. (40) 

J 3. In the diplomatic communications be-
• 

hH' l\ Great ritain and France, the Britifu 

1iniftcrs dilill yed no uDwilliugnefJ to ne­

'otiat ; and, though negotiation could 

1 Xlufid red th t time ftriaJ official, 

Mr. Chau\ lin' cr d nti Is b3\ ing been re­

c \00 from tb d ROti d King of France, yet 

he \\&5 afi"ured by L<.ord 71 m~))e, th tout-

."&11il form u1d no hinder3Ilc to b1, 

Britllnl~l' c 

, 

• 
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-Brita ic Mnj fiy wh ley the u ·{lion re­

lated explanation wm h might be tat' -
• factory and bel ficial to both partie. Mr. 

Pitt, like\,i[e, in a c nlt'ren whicll he h d 

ith Mr. Maret, clI.prdfed hi r diner: t 

negotiate with Mr. M ret as a c ntid ntillt 

perfon of the French Exccutiv CouJ\cil· 
• 

but this Council not only r fufed t gmnt in­

fiructions tl) Mr. Maret, but" rbad him ven 

to comcrfe with Mr. Pitt oJ? politic.ll fub­

je&. When the negoti. tion wa condu cd 

between Lord Gremille and Mr. Chau 'e1in, 

the notes whieh were delivered, on the rt 
• 

of the French Government, were fo far from 

containing fatisfaCl: I) explanation that a 

firm r folution W :1\'owed in them of "on­

tinuin T thofe \ cry aggreffions of \, hich the 

Britilh Go\crnment ompl:uned. And 11 0 , 

• n tv;ithfi nding this \O\\ul, the Exccuti" 
• 

Council endeavoured, by all the art of fo-

phifiry, to impofe a belief of its pacific ill­

tention., j a .. 'li ns nifurmly ontradicted 

it 
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it aff'ertions. Nor was it afhamed 
• 

the moft folemn declarations, even with the " 
• conCcioufnefs of their falfeh ad., Its whole 

rnod~ of conduding the negotiati?n, be· 

trayed as much in(o!ence as hypocrify: anq 

un appeal to the people of Great Britain was 

thr(:atcned ill the very nrft note. On the 
• • 

othc:r hand, the -conditions of peace, pro-

pofed by the Britifb. GoYernment, had no 

referen ebatfocver to any particular form 

of I!J wcrnment in France; they related only 
" . ~ 

to clie e:x{.ernaJ power of that country; they 

'erc abfolutely nee ff'ary for the falvation of 
• 

ritrrin, and wer fo far from being degrad-

ing to r. lice, t1)at tli~. required only an 

adber nce to that princtplc w}li h the re· 

publican ruler h d repentedly (ic lared to h 

th baiis d their fyftcm of politi ks. Theft: 

Mition \\ cf reject d: Ild at the fame 

time it Wll~ announc d, that, if tit pr -

rations then making -in the Britiili p<>!t 

(\ luch ha been rdM:d merely in fclf·,d -

fence, 
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• fen nd hi h could n t be ~ffibly"fiopt • 
• 

after the Ext'cutiv Council had Icjc d the 

condibons, w bieh alon could in(llre (Ilfety 

tD Great Britain) vere frill ontinucd, d ... 

• clarntion of war would be th con(cqu ntc. 

It was no longer in the wcr, th rtf, r of 

the Britilh 0 rnmcnt to void ruptw:e 
• 
wit Fronce.(4l) 

14. A war 't\'ith Great Britain had been 

refolvcd on in the teneh abinct, 11 t nl) • 

before the ncgotiati n \ ended, but e\ I 

her. re it eommenc d; nd the bjc of 

the Execub'te Council . n t to produce a 

rccon iliation, but' to amufe th BritiO\ 0-

ernment, and deceive the nati n, till th 

plan, which had be n laid Jor thc defiruc­

tion f t Britilh mpi!, \'''. fully ripe for 

• e lti n. The mad ,Imbition of the French 
• 

r Ie _ their dctcrminat; n to extirpate II 
~ 

• (+1) Ch. iii . 

• 
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kin§Y govemmen ,and the confident pec- ' 
• 

tation ofinii rr ion' in every part of Eurppe, 

aided by the neceffity of 1i ding mployment 

for their turbulent armic ,,, Ie their motives 

to war in general: and their firm belief, that . 

the inliabitan of Great Brit.'lin 'cre fo dif­

to their Go ernment, that French af-
• 

'fiance ~ uld induce them to animmcdiate 

n:volt, tl inconfidcrabl number of troops at 

that time in Great Bntain, in comparifon 

ith thofe \\ hich could ca1ily be fpar d fyom 
• 

ran • th fon\ard frat of the "Fren h 

Drny. th pereu /ion that a landing on the 
• Briti1h coaft \\ ould attended ith no dif-

6aDlty. ami th imm dfe advantages ex­
peaea from the a quifiti of the ritifu _h wmmerce and m rine. in th ro-

fecutJOn of their onqu the ()O ti-

dd d to the in~ , 
dc{m: of crufhiu ... an an ient nd [or-

_lab~eo but 'at tll t tim dtfpiii ti ri al, in-

tiu d 



• 
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uced them to with Great Brit, 
. • 

II 
• 

particul t. (.12) • 
• • 

15. even of the laft fourteen day , 

before the declarntiim of \ r, c nnot poffibly 
• • 
be numbered among the ufc: of it, bee u(e 

the war "" s nlready determined. t the 

egotiation, ttempted by General Dum u­

riez it had no other obj a than to mufe 

the Briti1h and Dutch governments a little 

longer: and, though both government ave 

their confent to'it, the tion 1 Convention 

refufed to await the i!fue of it, and de lared 

war unanim uj)y on Gre t Britain and Hol-

land. (43) , 

• 
10. The pretex alleged by the atiotlal 

Con ntion, to juftify the de laration ofh~-
• 

(41) Ch. iv • • 

(431 Ch. xv. 

• y 

• 
tilities, 

• 



330 Rifle,) of tl" Politi(~s [CIl. x f. 

either futile or filic, or w~r 
• . ~, w ich had not taken place, till after 

a with Great Britain and Holl. nd had 
• 

beep refolved on. LOruy. though the two 

great partit'S in France, the Girondifts and 

the :Jacobins, fornlCd a jun ioo <In the quef: 

tion f war ~itlt Great Britain: y t, a 

1000 as they und that it did n tan[, er 

eir expe&tions, they accufed each other 

of beC.n th authors of it. nd thi5" 

mutual aceufation i a tacit ack lodgment 
• 

from both parties, that the lame did not at 

the Britifu o\emrnent. (4)\) 

a frat mcnt f thefc pr mili ,all or 
ha\c be n proved in the pre ding 

nfwcrabl oocuments, 

ItUle anglu oj[t~.t \liar, "hich 

mention OIl the Jft of 



CIf. 3 I 

r -Hi n, 

n the partof rance, 

\\" hich g'l e it biitli. 
in to n ucc , tion of it : and, on th 

part of Britain, it wa j Dnd n reif.uy, .. 
• 

being ftrial. a "lIf of {elf-defcr ceo 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

• 



• 

• co r i I 0 

A. ARRAll\"S or 'll Il 0 1H O 

• BU'fISH OOV.II& TOll 

• 
• 

the prrcrd;ng Rijlory OIIlnins a filII Qnd 

n"'if! frable Proof Ill.lt Iht 1far, wlli II 

was de I,rrrd ngah!ft Gr((l/ Britai" ill Ft­

brua'.y, 1703, deriwd ils Origill rom 1116' 

Fr. /I. II GfNtf/llll III 01011(, a plaill and im­

partial 10 emrnt of I lie Alltmpts, '1.1' 0 h 

lIa'lJl! "em mode to rt ore P <1 t, will equal!! 

prlft'(, 11101 lilt Confimllll/(( of ~h( Ifllr ,. 

IIf 1/I0rt b tifcrib J 10 Ih Britjfo 

mttll • .Ihun II. Comt//(/t<f»unt of ito 

) c:ll'$, and the fm or ritain 

WIt d by fca with as much ~MI(: 

Y3 
• 



App 1Idi~. 

c arms of France had been by land, tit 

BritiGi vemment formed the refol~tion in 

February, ) 7Q6, of making, at le4. an at-
• 

tempt refrore that peace, '" hieh the mad 

mbition of the French Convention had 

~antonly broken. (I) The period in queilio 

(,) It cannot be faid thaI the French. on their part, 

had made any altempt to tenore peace: {or Ihe note. 

Iigned by Le Bron 011 April ~. '793. and delivered by 

• notary public to Lord Grenville (New Annual Regif­

ler. 1793. Britifh and Foreign Hi(lory. p. 98). was no-

dUng more Ihan Dew attempt to amufe and to deceive 

the BaitHb Government. In this note Le Brun. who, 

. th negotillioll conduaed bylr. Chluvelin, had 

clifpl.ycd th mofl Ihamdul Juplicity, whO h d acknow-

10 Dumouriez his ,cfoJution to pay nOI tbe leall 

,~~gan! to Ihat n oliali n. \\ t.o had refuftd to 3w. if the 

of tlie confei'ence ith Lord Auckland. nd had, 

• 



" 

3 ~ 

the purpo(c:, if any tho 19 

can induce ill i-

r cry the Grfill ,l1i 

rnl peace : for the mie bot J of n ral PI­
ehegru and of encl'"~ Jourdan had bccn 
• lately obJi , to yield to the 1m tilil troo 1 

at tha time \ictoriou ; Manheim had be n 

re cn, the fuppo ed imprc Ie lin 

fore M:Jyntz had bee {; reed, the ri ht bank 

" of the Rhi was a~in free, and M al 

CI irfayt had ad," need nfiderable dif­

taIlCe on ill other Ide. 1 hint IIig nc , 

that th pc of Good Hope had furrendered 
• 

April: and, after the irrc gable proofs of the hOflU. 
dirpofilion of tbe ·a.ion.! Convention toWard Great 

1~"'Blit in, lh y \D have en Ilruck with blindllef,. "*' 
they rurpored tbat th Conyenti n fncnely ,.ilMd 10 

~ .. and mit jth Orta, 

Y .. 
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to <the Britilh arms was already known i .. 
Europe; 'COI-llca wruilill in our poffeffion ; . 
a Britifu fleet commandeq the M diterra­

nean; and Buonaparte did not yet ftand at 

bead of a victorious army in Italy. An 

:l.rmifrice of two months had been concluded 

between Aufuia and France, and thus a road 

had been opened, which, if the French 

vernment had thought proper, might ha c 

led to a general peace. 

Of thefe apparently ' favourable circum­

frances, the Britifu o\ernment rcfolved to 

a '&il itCc 1 f; but lidl: neccffary to 

tinow wheth r Fran .' on her part, was 

equally difpofed to peace, and as no direct 
• 

communication {ubfified betVI' en London 
• 

Mr. Widhul, Minia. Pleni-

the 

r-



• 

37 

lh of 

t. .. 1 hen: the l1if~fttion in France: to 

" opt:n :I oc otiatiol\. 'i hills lajdly an 

" hi alIi ,f, r he re·efl br fum nt 0 

" neral p a e upon jun ld fuitablc 

• .. by li nding, fI r that purpc>f. , Minitt 

'on reu, t uth place a m. y hef aflcr 

a r ed upon? 

QuId there be the di{pQfitl n 

" ral gr 

I< would be wiU' g to pwpofc, in or(fer,thllt ~ 

(l) Mr. W1 ham', note In Mr. Batl i it 
pi t ,in the French origin.I, in Ih· Monilewr, ~uft 

179~, e r. Bmhdew' ( ..... 1. 

're prilltCd. The Englifh of wfIicIIa cOJ>ll':.ll 



..11}'cndii. 

his allies might tlaer~on 
, ' . 

in concert, whether they art_h 

" as m~t {ave as the foundation of a' ne­

I gotiation for pca~ ? 

s. ",.()r Would there be a dclire to pro­

u ~my other way -whatever, for arriving 

u at the fame end, that of a general pacin­

. ... cation 7(3) 

t .... been objeded 10 Ihis note, lhat the word 
wu ufcd inAe~d of '},,,,,h G_ ,.,.mt"t, and lhat 



queftion , 

difcufi the 

ttlcfc: ptC\ iou 

not authoritcd to 

fu 'cet of ne ti tion, which 

md«tl he could not be, till it. known 

wheth r France 0 Id cond c nd to cnt r 

• into a negotiation at ll. 

Aft having waited tigM,m d" I, 

ickham at lcngth r ccived an l1o(wcr t 

the que ilion in a note (rom fro Barthe­

lemi, dated Bafel, 20th Man:h . 

• undcrnood. Me. C~uvelin himr.lf, whofe Ihorily 
wiH nOl be rejcc!led b Ihofe who bjec!l 10 lhe IIOtc of 

ir. Wickham, ufed Ihe word Fr.UCUII\ lhe ~ery fame 
(tlIfe io which il i lIere ufcd. The followlDI pldfaaq. 
Ukco from the Ftcnch origInal of hi, DOle \0 LOIIl 

Grcnlltlc, of Dec. 17. Ij92, may feno .. ~ 
5i fa Fr_ doir ~ .1' Le eoirJcIR 

Ie fir, I .. difpolilioor de fa Fr .... 

,IoiIO,", OIl rculclknl /II Fr~~it .. ~ !'I~II""'''. 



.frptr/IJR . 

Di~ory ardentlY' withes to pro- . 

tJr.e French republic a juft. 110-

ble and fulid peace. The ftep ~ken ' 
• 

Mr. Wickham would have afforded to 

.. the Direaory a real fatisfaction, if the de­

.. :1aration itfclf. which thatMinifter make, 

c< of it not having any order, any POWCl' 

.. to negotiate, did not rive room to doubt 

of the!Wlccrity of the pacific intentions of 

•• hit Q)Wt. (") In fad, if it was true, that 

4' This paR'age very dearly proYeS. 1114\ the Direc-

., ......... '" 10 evacli: a negotiation; for had they 

::\1., ... .,. .... _iDg it. Ihey would 1101 have 
~,,,,,~,,. prctelll (or throwing oMbcles in the 

1Iii ... ..." nulret. That t~e pretellt moll 
• 

ia obvlou.. For how W .. il ~1e lbal 

__ lIjii!al. whkh had ptqIOW 



r 

• 

ga.n to k no r ·n .• 
"tba /he ... -jibed to open again r r hcrfdf 

It t foure of abundaoc and profpcrity; 

" if the fou ht for pc:. ce \, ith g d faith; ( ) 

" would /he propore a n refs of ,hich til 

tt oeedl'i ry rcrult mutt be to reod 'r all 0'· 

" gotiation eodlef~? (0) Or wouhl {ftc con-

(5) Thi infulting l~ngua e again proved Ibat Ihe 

Direaory was firmly refolved 10 admll no reconcilia­

lion hh Ihe Brilifh Government. For when two 

p tlies are at variance, and Ihat party which b~ lIecn 
6rft altacleed, comes 10 the other aDd fay, .. Lei us in 
future be ~ frkndl;" the olhtr party certainly 

• 
ould 1)01 nfwer," ir, YOlI are a hypocriJe," 1101 , 

be were Ili Dim ted with Ih ~ me hollile feotimont , 

whi he h d dirpl ed from the beginning. .[ here 
• 

w tile wife great artifi e in the mooe of reply, il 

calculated I excil difcontent. in England, by 

fuggcfiio Ihe oOlion, Ih I lhe in. rdho of Ihe cOUlllr>: 

) Ion facrificcd by il minille .. : oor wa 
Ihe atli e, when aid.d by the c".(I~ralion cerlaln 

penON al h me, wholry dcllitutc qI (uecce .. • 
(6) A (ongre'" .. ill n er render a De&O'ialioD cacJ;. 

IcC, ben 4U parties aro flAC.rely tIdi of peace t 
lIIld IIh. t tbe cafe, • nc&otialion eftll llo­

n twOC1l 



~ltll:o the a1king in a vagu,e man- -
• 

e Fcmcb Golemment 

tJ odacr mY1l'h;ltever ftr 8t­

" "iei", the ame~objed? (7) 

•• Ia ittfill. t i ftep bas had no otht'r I)bjeCl, 

e. .... ·to 0 • n for the Bri~ Governme 
.~ 

'~III~ two",,}, pwers will not lldvallce very npidly 

..-.ud a lIppy ~onclu(jon. Bclides, when j":cr.J 

CIII!~!" In war, and it is proporetl to makc 
aJ~)Ilglrcfs, Ibat is, a meeting of am­

powers cllgogcd, is lbe lbe ufual, 

IlMiI:ans of eff.cling Ibe purpo(e. BUI ir 
of 1M French Di~ory 10 make: 

powers al Ibe farm lime: &rid 

ir was not connncnl "'"., 
I 

Plj~1i:n.I MlnHI rs of Gleat 

~~4"'im'.Pi!face. and Ihus ex pore tbc:ir .Ulea \G 



• 

• 

I the fa, u ble impreffion • hi h 
II om 

0 

aru the GIft 0" fOr d 

" ben 
0 

ccoD!P 
.. the hope, y 
H ffitt?( ) 

• 

" Ho ever that m y ~) th ti 
.. Dire • ry, v.bofe policy b oth~ 
, . 

gw fun openncfi :md good 

(8) Thefe highly infultini que/lionl ere very rt· 

fully iDtro<iuceO by tbe ren h Dir ors, in ord~r t 
. transfer all bla e f, lhemrd et to III nthitb Go-

o 

• 

yerp t. Th y were COIlH:° u of theIr ItO hypo­
cruy, mltherefore cQdeayoured to obviate the cha,., 

hich might ~ maJe to Ihem, by pr vioully I inC it 

t Ihe r of their PI'" IS. TIl; i IM'ilfual. 
of the rench rulers; llDd it ha bella hitherto 

! ..... ill! I:f t ~ tr •. • 

( ) 
rc ory 

aod I:oo!f. 



-"fpmdi . 

" folio in its explanatio a condud!, 

.. whicli mall be wholly conformabfe to 

m. Yielding to the ardent de e, by 
• " 

ich it i anim t to procure peace for the 

II French republic, and fqr all nations, it 'Il 
, 

"hot fear <to declare itfclf openly. Charged 
I~,>~'r' 

" ~ tlte cOI!fiitu/;oll witl, tlie (rrcul';oll of the 

" WI, it ((nlnof maAr or liJUn to d'lty pro po.., 

.. fa!, tll<lI would be contrary to lItem: flr 

• Ctllljli/uti,naJ a(f dotl tUlI permil ;t to COI!ftllt 

• 10 an alima/;oll Of that which. according to 

.. the rltijlill /(fWS, cOl!flitllltS lite tcrrrtor:;v of 

.. thl rpltb/it. Ith refpeCl t' the countric 

.. occupi db t French arrni • and which 

<Jther intcrdl:s. political and m-
• 

"t'inereial, rna become the fubjcfl of a 

'a 

re-



• 
that 

• The prell n, ' that which ccordin 

the ~ iftin law con!rtut ' he territory of 

e republic" mprehen d: l. Franc '. 

ac tdin t i ncient limits. Z. Th 

nntri .vbich h d been inc tpor ted into 

France, n ..:ly ; D) vignan and h coun­

jilin ; b) Mombeliatd nd Po­

rentru; () he 'i\ hole tcby of voy ; 

d) 'ice anu naco ; c) n the ufir' n 

cth rlancb; 1) The principality of Liege; 

g) Dutch FI dm, Maeftricht, Venlo, in 

fh t all that th Du h d been oblig d to 

ced 

Ftc 

I upe, 

wUas 

GUada. 

il1and f Bourbon And 
• 

Mnuriti All the conqueft~ which 
• • 
~Cll made b . d were ~,"",," 

(10) Yet U ~-;; •. ; .... :. OICoft ,. 
Direao.j _Pat. 



r parrellon namdy; (J) Corfica ; b) 
• 

Martinic , Tobago, with other iOan in the 

eil Indi .; c) Pondichcrry and ander-
• 

• 

nagore In th Eaft-Indie; d) St. Pierre and 
, . 

Miquc1on. at the mouth of the river St. 
1i'l:;a~i'reIIlCf:; ,) The iflands of St. Marcou~ -

on th oaft of France. All this '\ as to be 

gronted to France, for the DirettOI)' 

would concle{cend ven t c r upon the 

Dtgotiati n. nut at the ginning of the 

'ear 1700, • 
n in a fituation 

which '\~iJ.II" normo a demand: 

nQr W r t Britain in {o diftrelfed a fitu­

of it ne-• atton, 

Tli Britifu 

to reft r 

t 

• But 



rober 

tfate on the 2-uh of 

. gra d, i 0, hieh obliged 

of G neral Jourdan to retr t to the 

Rhine ith'l at precipitation and diivrder, 

was announced in the Lo dOll azette of 

the firth of e tern ber : ( I 2) and 011 this ,..t'Ty 

day Lord Gren -lie took the fii1t cp to­

ward (I new ne oti ti n, in the hope that, 

as the Dire faw i projc of fubju t­

ing the Emper r un cccHul, it would (It 

la1l; con(cnt to grant the bleffing<; of p ace 
• 

to uffcring \\ orld. 

• • 

• 
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t ber, namely, Lord Grenville rent a note;; . . 
• • 

to Count 1arliberg, the Dani1h Ambaiflldor • 

odon, t 13) in which, a ther was no 
• 

. 
In 

direct communication betwccn the BriWh • 

and Fl'CllCh overnment<;, his Lordihip' re­

tldted llim 0 forward 3J;l inclofed Dot~. - I 

addrdI'cd to the French overnment, dated 

like" ife cpt. 0, and figned .by Lord Gre'tl-
• 

"ille himfclf, ( 14) to the Danith Mtnifter in 
• 

• 
(13) Lort! Grenville's note to Count Jarllberg, 'With 

;til tho 'Olher notes belonging to the negoliation, were 

printed under the (ollow;"g til Ie; "A c:orre~l'ropy of 

tile J'3per~ relaling to the negotilltion betwc~n Great 

Brilail' 3nd France. London, Dec. ~9. 1-796. As the 

n 0$ arc all numbered, I th:Ill quat cadi by the num· 

be prelixed to it. Lord eren\'ille', Note to Count 

I rUberg i ' No. t. 

(1-4-, It is prlllltd O. 2. nd u as foUeWs! "Hi 
<, BritAnnic Mnjeny. allim t with the (arne de lire, 

II whid! lie h3 already nifcfted, to terminate by 

11ft, hOllourilble, and pHmao III conditions of pc Ct, 

.. a war "'hieh ItIHxtcDded ilf, If thtougboUtlll\ parts 

of tlie world. It willing to omit pOlhiog Olt )tis part 

.. whi.:h na)'~nplnb\lte 10 this Jt is ilh Ibis 

It ,iew lhal he h ,houg 1 prof« to II . hiamlf ~( 
.. " I 

• 
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by him mmuni . the , 
• • ten h iniftcr for f r: i m Attru . Thi 

incl fe in ·hi h the Dirc 

• l'equdl d by h Britiih ' 'cmment to 
• 

" the confideDli I iDlerventi n of the ~inille" of • • 
OJ neulral power, to dem nt.1 of Ih .. Ell 

.. I P r'portl ~ r a perCon or eon ,de nee, hom hi 
II ajeny would fend 10 P3ri with commiffioll to 

.. difcur. with tbe Government there all Ihe In n Il.e 

.. molt proper 10 produce (0 delircoble an nd. ,,<1 

.. h.. j ny is pe,fuaded, III I he (hall roc iI'c, ith • 

.. out d lay. th,ough lhe f: mt ChaDD I, a (ali (~aory 

.. a,,(wer 10lhi d mand. which cann I (.itIO place, In 

.. a lIi1l cI rer light, Ihe jull and p ifie di(pofition 

.. which he enlertains in common ,hh hi, alii • 

Wellminn r, t. 6. 1796. as V II. LIt • 

• 
In Ibeedilion whi.:-h 1 ~ave now befMe mt, Ihl nOle 

i ilhoUI any acWrt~ : bUI 11131 Lnrd Grcnvill 'I rI· • 
,iN! waa relTed 10 r nch Di,eaory, iie'~i61111t'~ 1 

f,o Ihe nIwer rclUrnca by the D~ni()l lunb lWor, 
(No. 3. which begh Ibu:" I have the !IO''OIIi 

. .. ill OlD! yout cdkner •• th~1 the nOlc (I"""~ 
"&1«111' D",s,,,. ill dale f ill 

I/Ufuiilud by t. ~~~"" 
of.tl*"I4mifI!f.M:.;jdIy, 
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gt_ a pafsport for an Ambafi"ador who, 

fuOuld come to Pari' to negotiate a peace, , 

was delivered by Mr. Koen~ann, the Da­

niih Charge d'Affaires in that city, into the 
'( 

hands of Mr. De1acroix, the French Minif-

k for Foreign {fairs, ",ho promifed to 1ayc 

it before the Directory. and to return au im­

But as thr e days eJapii 

without any notice being taken of it, Mr. 
KOenl.' ann a .... ain waited on the French 

Minift r, wh n. in!!:ead of receiving the re­

quc!l:ed pafi"port. or any kind of written an­

{wer to Lord Gr nville's note; he was in­

formed by the French Mini!!: r, in a ry 

ton, (15) that thecEx cutin! Directory 

had not permitted him to return an anf\\' r 

iD writing, but that he was dircCleo to -

l'hlmfc~!1 verbaUy to dfu dfea: .. That 

~;lIti\'"e Direaory Of the French 
• 

WCIWtl not fOr"tbe flitUrc n:cei.ve 

;" .. 1111'$ hl\tcr CD c.m. I_IIbe". 
UJ;,g6. 



• . 
n m\(: 

• 
" that, if they would 

"with Ull \\ ers ncl 0 

. " mi ht, upon tn frontier, cl 

It :ill" ports nece{fary for proceedi n 
. .. n,s. 

• 

rom thi anfwer, to fay nothing of it 

aff"rontin tone, \0\ hi h it I u(u31 to ,oid 

wh n a reconcUiati n i r lIy cldired. it \ 

obyio that the lench irec ry enclea-

oured to de the propo cd n ~otiation. 

The tcfufhl of p port, under the pr tene 

that the rcquefr had been m de thro h It 
• 

interm diate I nnel, w met chi • , 

flnce the note, whi h Contained tho t re-

• q efl:, wa figned not by h D. nil11 Inbaf-
• 

{; dor. but by th Britilh e retary of 

himfclf. The Britilh o\'cmment, there­

jQ1med' tdy to th~ Din: 

• 




