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'lie feconil PERSIAN War. CharaEler if 
TH EMIST.O:CLES and ARISTI.PES.. Battje 
of THERMOP 'f LlE. 

F T E R the defeat of the Perfian foices 

• 

o 

, 

a~ Marathon, tht: attention of Darius ' xv. 
as occupied with two important objects, --
at fufpended his refentment againn the 
recianJl.epublics. Egypt revolted from his 
ayt a~d.a dangerous competition, concerning 
e fucceffion ~o the empire,~ took place be-
een two of his fOD&. By his lirn marri-
, with the daughter "f' Gooria?, three 

I],' were bQ~n . to I\im.' lJ\:fote hi .. 'l.<:ccJ!ion 
V~L II. , B to~ 
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C. HAP. to the throne,; and four by.: Atoif.'1, tl~ daugh- <I 

telf, of Cyrus, after his elevation to the royal 
dignitY;.o4 i n this conte!!, the Hdeft fo~ · 'pf 
the King was preferred t"o tlTe elde!! \[0'" 
of Darius j and the right of fuccciffion was 

xv. 

• 

. . 
determined in fatollr · of Xerxes. Dari,us 
died foon after this-e~t. . '\ :-

IN the rfecond yt:at' of ttis reign Xerxes 
(ffiarched an ann)' againft the Ejgptians; and, 
having fubdued-thefe rev91tedi fubject s, com-

"'--mitted the government of Egypt to h\ s bro
ther Achernen." >,iu\-rci.urned in me !l\\ter 
end 'of the ybr to 'hi. palace at Sufa . 
• ELAnD !'"w"ith his' fuccefs agaioft the 

Egyptians. he refumed the long-intended 
project of his father; and1 prompted by re
{cntment as well as ainbition, determined to 
make war again!! the Greeks. The ch.
ralter of the Pedians, for valour, was ftill re 
fpeaable; the coun,"lIors of a youthful mo 

• 

narch, defcended from a line of conquerorl 
• would be dif pofed to [econd the im preillo" . 

, of his lofty mind, to emulate' the glory ot ' 
his anceftors, and extend the boun'laries c " . . 
the etrLpire. ~, ~ 

• • J • , 

._ TH OUGH theoburning of Sordis, and th, 
t A"f'eat-at Marailioo, might irritate tho-Pcrfian _ "r'0 , , I 

, . ~prid~; '1~!, tS' . tal<.«, venge.~nce'oon the A.~hc_ I 
"'-~~ .... 'III pial .~ 
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nians \vas not me fole object of Xer;<es: C HAP 

what H~rodotus has fuggelted appears ' p?o- xv. 
-babIe, mat: this ambitio~ {overe;"!;n might 
mtditatJ' the fubjugation of all Europe. how-
ever Ettk 6f it was known to him; and look 

f to the.yeftc::rn ocean: as· the tcrmin~tion of 
his atteer, and lhc·,-qoundary ,of his con

. quefts.. Hence he entered intt, 3D anian~e 
with the Cal\baginians. <It >hat time the molt 
pow<jful pef1ple of the w~lt. in w!.ieh it -
was agreed. that .vhil~ the great King w';;: 
tainvatle Greece in perfQll; wit,h all thr.lorcc '. 
of Alia, the Carth~ginians, with ~hree hun-

• •• dred thoufand men, were to attack the co-
lonies of Greek extrattion in Italy and Sicill' 
and thus, on the. ruins of the Grecian name, 
'" lay the ballS of univerfal empire. 

HAVIN G thus armed the weft under the 
,command of Hami1car, the Carthaginian ge
elmal. and b}ving a!felnbled the ealt under 
his own banners, he fet out from Sufa in • 
the fifth year of his reign. after baving fPfnt 
th ree yea ~ making preparations through

I"UI alf' the provinces of his wide-extended 
• • 

. mp\(L • 
., As maritime fiates 'could not be fupdued, . . ~ , . 

• H~: li.b. \'ii .• C2P. 8 . 
• 

• B 2 

• 

• 
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C HAP, or retained in fubjettion, -without a naval 
xv. pl>wer, he had fitttd out an armament at fea, 

1/ f • 

adequate·' to the greatnefs of his undertaking. 
\, 

Twelve hundred and feven gallies c of v;,.ar, 
carrying, at a medium, 'two hundre~ feamen, 
and thirty Perlians, OJ!, Sacians, whQ. {erved us 
marines, were furniific:ii by the Eg)rptians, 
Phenicians, Syrians, and the nations of Lower 
Afia. Three thoufand tranfpqrts of various 
dimeniions, cpntaining, at an a'verage! i crew 
or eighty men, atteI)qed tnt fleet. The whole . .. 
anio\Jnted, aCFordil~ to Herodotus * ;to about 
fqur thoufand two hhndred il1ips, and above 
five hund~ed thou1and men. To render naviga
tion fecure from Alia to Europe, and along 
the coafrs of Thrace, Mace40n, and Theffaly, 
to the centre of the Grecian frates, a work of 
prodigious labour and difficulty was under
taken. Orders were given to dig a canal, 
in w11 teh two gallies \might fail abrea.il:, acrofs 
the iilhmus which joins Athos to the con-. 
ti~ent of Thrace t. Navigationl even at pre
fent, is dangerous in the lEgean f~ the fre
quent lhipwrecks- that had happege! in thi. 
fea, and the recent difafrers wl1ich befel Mar-

* t-rer'od. li~ 7, C:1p. 87' 
t Her\d: lib., 7, cap. l I • 
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doniuspin attempting to double the Cape of C HAP. 

~v. the Peninfula, probably fuggefted to Xer,x~ a 
magnificent 'undertaking, which, perhaps,ori- ---... 
ginated more from policy than oftentation. 
The n~.k of land w.as only half a league 
hroad; tJ)d a monarcLf, \\rho commanded the , 
labour IO()f millions, cmIld eafily have accom-
plifhed a work of greater difficuby. 

W HEN the levies for. th~ land army wepe 
comp!eted, Xtrxes came in per~on to t~ke the 
command, and mFched immedwtely to Sar
dts, whue he paif~d th·c ,\\:"i-nter. To tran[
port his forces with "C-elerity,} from A"fia to 
Europe, he ordered two brtdgei of boats 
to be raifed on a ll:rait of the Hellefpont, 
about feven furlqngs in breadth. The bridges 
were confiruCted, one to refill: the current, 
which i& always ihong from the Propontis, 
the other to withftand the winds, which are 
often violent from the lEgean fea. This 
double range of boats was fixed by ftrong 
anchors on both fides 011 the oppofite ihores; 
large be:..!.ns~ were driven into the earth; to 
which"vall: cables were fafrened, that reached • 
over the whole txtcpt of the·vdfels from one 
fide of the ftrait to the <!ther. The decks 
were ftrewed, with tr~es and- planks, and· the 
wlwle covered with .eafth, to ferve·as a folid 

B 3 bottom. 
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c ~ A.. p. bottom. Rails or battlements of '\"icker-

xv . w(jrf{[ were raifed on the fides, to remove the 
... --- appre4enfion of d~ger, and prev~nt the im-' 

petuofity of the horfes from attemp~ing the 
fea. \Vhen the \vholc was finifhedt a time 
was fixed for croffing. the Hellefp1>~t UpOR 

this fingular bridge; and, in the fpace of 
feven days atld nights, 'the army rafTed, in un
iIiterrupted illCCeffiol'J., from Abydos in Afia 
to Seilus in E~rope. 

XERXES then direCted his march acmfs 
the'Thracian Cher(onefm, and arriting ~t 

, t 

Dorifcus, fituated at the mouth of the He-
\. 4'" • 

brus in Thrace, he encamped his army; and, 
having given orders for his fleet to follow him 
a16ng the (hore, he paufed to ..review his forces 
by fea and land. 

WHEN we confider the multitudes 'which 
the monarchs of the eaft have been accuf
tomed to bring into the field, befide the re
gular troops, and refieCt on the immenfe pre
parations that were made for this war, we 
may conceive that a prodigious ~n~ would 
pafs in review on this occafion. AtJh~ fame 
time the exaggebted account t>f Herodotus 
thocks credibility: He eftimates the land 
forces, i1Tembled·at·Dorifcus, to have amount
ed to onc million • eight hundred thoufaod 

figh"ting 
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fighting men; and, by tue recruits ·that joine'd, C H< A P 

them on the march to Thermopylre, to fta.re xv. 
increafed to· two million one hUl\dred thou-
[and. He computes the fleet to have con-
tained fi~.e hundred and forty thoufand* failors' 
and ma~lles, which, a~deti to the land army, 

• make two million fix-~undred and forty thou-
Cand. To thefe he fupjbins a gro{s computa
tion of [ervants, lutlers. aQ.d other milita~ 
followers, to-nearly an equal amount; and 
thus ~alculates the force of Xerx~s ~t five • 
miUion ·two hundted a~d eighty-three thou-- . fand two hundred and-twenty men; befldes a 
numberlefs multitude of womefi, tlfnuchs, and 
Daves. 

No antient aUJ:hor has adopted this extlll.
vagant account; and even his own country
men refufed to give it credit. Ifocrates, 
Ctefias, and Diodorus Siculus, Hate the mi
litary force at feven Of eight hundred thou
fund. 'The vanity of the Greeks led them 
to exaggerate the ftrength, and magnify the 

It In an 11~(cripti()n plaq3(i on the monum~nt ereCl:ed to the. 
memory of ~e Greeks who fell at the battle of Thermo pyla; 
it is mehtioned, th~t the Spartans had fought againft three 
million of men; an exaggeration wh~ch is 'ContradiCled by the 
hiftoriab. who'Tecords it. 

numbers 
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.~\!mbeIS. of ~ enemy who~. tAey ho,d CO:t1-
q '!,croC?d . 

..... --- ltA,RL. Y in the fpring x,~rxes ft:nt deputies 
to the feveral. Grecian ftates, to require. the 
~elivefY of earth and watyf, as a mark~ of fub-. 
J.)lillion. He did nM ~p(erve the f~e cere
m<:>;ny with regard to t~cAthenians an~. Spar-. 
tan,s, as the~ had treated, with inhuman cru
el~y, and in contr~di(tion to the ~ws of war 
~veJ) a,mong barbarou~ natio.l:ls, the ambaf
(a~prs 'en~ruil:edwith ~ ftmilar commiffion 
by Darius his fatl}er.· M~ny of the ,inferior 
qOJ,llntonwea,l,ths, intunidated by the great
nd~ of ~ f~kfian I,l~lle, a.ad dilcerning no 
bond of union among the Grecian po.-NCCS. 
anti no IP.e~~res conQ~rted . in <.:-omtnon for 
th.e general defence of the cO\.lntry, made tho 
required #ac~n.Qwledgm~nt to the ambaJla
dors, app ~1.ivered ~rtb a.nd wa.ter as tokens 
of ~ubmii.iiQlJ.. . Not -will this appear fur .... 
pri:&9gt wh~n we c9JlfIcler the real hiil:ory of 
G:J.:~eye, all:4. t4~ ftatc; of pa.I:tie~ at that tiw.e. 

lor was an opinion then gentraUy enter
tained) that the power. and forces rtf 'Perfia 
wcr.c ~ot to be ~fi~ecl. T1;te ~r~ian ";:010 ... 

l\~ ~. 4#a l\::IiA~Z;t (ij.RC.tiPI tQ ~ parent 
country·in opuleS1c~ and po,ulation, had at .. 

tempted 
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tempt('d",n vain to.defend themfelves againlt 
Crrefus, a Prince of far inferior power; aha, 

9 

when they were fubjeC1:ed to the niildnefs of - __ ... 11 

his government, they gained an acceffion of 
happinef~ by their fllbmiffion. But now 
wben that ,extenfive en\pir'e, which had not 
only inckJfed within iutboundaries the antient 
kingdom of Lydia, witn its tributary frates, 
but had already made conficj.erable advances-
into Europe; and which to a land army', nu-• • • 
merous beyond con~epti<!n, added th& greateft 
naval fOFce that was ever,' known in the • 
world; how was it' to -he oppo1ed by a· few 
inconfiderable frates, 'whofe terrttories, if fub-
dued, would hardly be difringuifhed in the 
map of the Perf4n empire? Hence, from 
apprehenfions for their own fecurity, many 
of their inferior republicb enrleavoured to 
conciliate favour by an early fubmifllon to 

the great King, and acktnowledged that fub
,miffion by the delivery of earth and water *. 
The factions which prevailed in the Grecian 
common'ie:alw.s tended farther to prevent 
their cdbft;deracy in the common came. The 
infidiou.s polict and domineedng ambition of 
the Lacedumonians, bad become odious to 

the 
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C"'H A :P •. the neighbouring .. frates,. maf'Y or whom 
xv. art<1pted the fentiments of the Argians,. 

.u ' st_ . «-, That tIle Spar:tan arrogance was become 

n intolerable; and that they would rather be 
« commanded by the Barbaria 'IS,. .~an fub
H jea: to Lacedembn ~." 
. I T was to the AtherrfJ,ns chiefly thaL Greece 

was indcbtl.d for its 'prefervatio;1 on this cri
tical occafion ; their particular 1i tU.ltion de
termined thep1 to the part wl!ich they per
formed. The burning of Sardis during the Io
nian rebellion; their treatment of the Perilall 
heralds, fo contrary ~o the law of nations; 
a~, aBove an~) thei; recent and celebrated vic
tory 20t Marathon, had rendered them fo ob
noxieu..s to the Perfian defpot, that they 
could hope for no terms in fubmiffion, but 
the moil: abjeCt Gavery or inevitable defiruc
tion. 

IN D E PEN DEN T <5f thcle circumftance$'~ 

their fpirit WJS too much elated by their paft 
fucceffes to [olicit, or even to tolerate, a fo
reign yoke. The victory at MaQ1.thon had 
diffipated their terror of the Med~s,~taught 
them to confide" in their own C'Durage, and in
{pired them with-- enthufiafm and the love of 

Herod., !lb. vii. cap. J48. 

X ghry. 
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.C H' A: P ... . 
xv. 

glory. Jtle~ce, fa}ts Heipdotus, forming a. 
plan for t~ general, liberty of Greece, they. 
roufed to energy all the fiates which were - __ '"\!fIt 
undecided in the caufe, and;' next under the .. 
Gods, repelled the Perfian invafion. Event-
ful and alft;Ining periodS: caU forth extraordi
nary ab~ities, and g~t occafions' produce 
great men. Two illuftrious Athenians, Arif
tides and Th~miftocles, no.w ~ttracted the ex-I 
pcctati~ns of tl-leir countrymen, whofe {ubfe
quent rank in hiftory merits' an intimate 

• • 
knowledge of their ~haracters, 

• 
'i AR 1ST IDE S was aef~nded flom a fainily 
of the highet1: dafs. • An admird" of the Spar
tan conftitution, he had carefully ftudied the 
laws of Lycurgus ;.and hence, both fi-om birth 
and education, became attached to the arillo
cratical party at Athens. J uftice was the pre
vailing feature in his character, and the rule of 
his conduct both in pubftc and in private life • 
. Delicately difinterdted, he refufed to accept 
of employments from the recommendation of 
his frienda. len it fhould lay him under a datl
gerous 1:>bligation. Difcerning the merit of 
others,> but un~onfcious of his own; it was 
he who firft refigned hi~ day of command to 
Miltiades, in the former wa!". Contentea with 
a fmall fortune, he rej~Cted, the offers' of his 

friends i 
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friends; and, from his fil1}ple mann"..!f of life~ 
tnight have been a citizen of Sparta. IndU

--- ferent abdut popularity, he acquired real fame. 
\Vhen a play of Efchylus was performing, 
and the actor was repeating a verfe which de
f-cribes the charatlet; of Amphiar~us, " He 
« does not deiire to \ii'pear a virtu(JUs man, 
" but to be 1'0," the whole audience turned 
·their eyes to Arjftides . 
. TUEMISTOCLES was a Pkbeian bv birth. 
Born with great abilitie~. ambition was his 
ruling paffion. In early; youth he ihewed 
fnch fymptoIns of a' bold and £ery, and at 
tlle fame time fhrewd difpofttion, that his 
mafier predicted he would either be a bleffing 
c:.f acurfe to his country. Bumble from am
bition, he courted the multitude; becaufe he 
knew it was only by them he could rife. 
Affable and complaifant, he was always ready 
to oblige; he knew fin the citizens by name; 
an~ folicitous to procure friends, paid little 
regard to the means by which they are ac
'luired or retained. But if his mora~ qualities 
were doubtful, his political charatt~r was un
rivalled ;: and it1 this regard, as Thucydides) a 
good judge of liumall nature, ha.s obierved, 
no peffon was (11lQre worthy the a.dmiration 
of potki:1t.y. Mk: tpo.ffeffed that natural iaga-

city, 
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city, theo rardl: anp happieft \ t;llent. for the 
management of public affairs, which, refem: 
bling the perceptions of fenfe mope than the ---
operations of intelletl:, [eizes'its objetl by in-
tuition, ~nd follows it with the ct:rtainty of 
infrinCl:. 

THE;E two charaChvs frood at the head of 
the different parties in tne city. From their 
childhood they had been ,at yariance, even in 
their {t>orts; ae proof that their contrariety of 
opinion proceeded lrom a di[coi-dan~e of na
ture. Themiftode~ was the bolder genius» 
Ariftides the gentler flirk Fbrming great 
views, Themlitocles "looked to the end.; cofl-. 
ceiving humble intentions, Ariftides regarded 
the means. Tl\e focmer was the greater 
ftate[man; the latter the better man. 

THE battle of Marathon had fuggefted a. 
bold enterprize to the active mind of The
miftoc1es. Revolving ltis [cherne, he roamed 
the ftreets at night, and told tho[e he met, 
that the trophy of Miltiades would not allow 
him to reft :- while the Athenians, after their .. 
viClorf oyer the Perfians, abandoned them-
[elves to joy, er renewed their old di1Ientions .. 
Themifiodes confidert.d tlfat [uccefs as the 
prognoftic of a coming fiorm, and rtpeated 
daily in the ears of his t~ntrymell: "that .the 

Perfian 
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Perfian war, fa far from being eflded, wa.s 
(but juft begun. But before he made prepara-

>r ~ 

""'. ---- tions for a danger that was diftant, he thought 
it necelfary to ria himfe1f of a rival, who was 
ready on all occ.afions to thwart his~views. 

THE OfiraciftTl had been alr,,<)dy intr.o
duced into the Athr.lian frate, tri>ugh by 
whom, or in what· period, is unknown; by 
,this, men emiry.ent to ruth a degree as to 
threaten the frate with dangef, were ~anifhed 
for ten years: This exil~ was not a puniili
ment for a crime, but a kipd of honourable re
tirement, ana empfoy~d as a curb to the grow
ing power of a dangerous citizen. Something 
fimilar prevailed in many of the ar'tient re
publics, and perhaps was p.ece«ary in ftnall 
frates, where equality prevails; though, among 
the Athenians in particular, it was freq11ently 
abufed. The method of proceeding was this: 
The citizens took ih~lls, and, having written 
upon them the name of the perron they 
wiilied to banif11, carried them to the place ap
pointed by law: then the magifirates ~lUmbered 
the ihells; if they amounted to fix. tl..oufand, 
the fentence of .exile took plac~, leaving., how
ever, to the badiilied perfon the difpofal of 
his eft'ate. 

IT wi,il appear [utpr~fing, that Themifto
.cl~s 
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des could raife the popular refentment againfl: C H .$. r-
a man fo refpeCtabie and fo amiable as Arif.. xv •. 
tides; he effeCted it, however, by making - , 4 "" 

that very title which attefted his virtue, his 
accufatiolI. He whifpered about, that Adf!:'" 
ti.des, having aiTumed tile 'name of Juft, and 
frequenU~ acting as ju~e between (;OIltending 
parties, had infenfibly eHablifhed a.mona.rchy, 
though without the title; ~n~.ereaed a thronet 

though withCWlt pomp or guards. "For 
., what conllitutes a tyrant,'! {~jd l1e, ~'hut 
" -giving h\-vs?" -On a' rudden, and when it 
was leaft expeCted,· the. citizens ·and COUft try-
men flocked to the forum, and -.iemanded the 
Ofiracifm. A peafant VdlO could not write, 
and knew not this great man, applied to hiIp. 
to write the name of Ariftides upon his ihell. 
" What injury has that man done to you r" 
{aid the virtuous citizen of Athens. H None 
at all," replied the ru~c, "only I am weary 
of hearing him tvery where called the J uft:· 
Arifi:ides wrote his own name upon the ihel1, 
and deliverc(tit to the peafant. The fix thQu-
fand iitlftrages were given: he received his 
lentence ·with. magnanimity; and, departing 
from the city, be[ou.sht t1le Gods, that the 
Athenians might never ffe .the day. which 
iliould force the~ to rem~xpber Arjfiides. 

THIS 
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THIS unwo~thy ftratag.em would. have left 
an~ indelible ftain upon the memory of The ... 

iIIIi' .'."-- ~iftodes, if it had not bet!n effaced by his 
fubfequent fplendid and meritorious fervices. 
Dcliy.ered now from a rival, who always op
pofed, and often 'ob~rua:ed his ,d~figns, he 
applied to his gran~ projeCt, putting his 
country in a ftate of preparation for a war 
,with Perfia, w~ic~ he heheld at no great 
diftance. He faw the weal:nefs, a,nd ex
amined the refources, o~ Athens. Happily 
fituated for a marine, their fleet was inferior 
to that of the Egina.tans, their neIghbours. 
By becoming a maritime power, Athens 
would increafe her wealth and extend her do
mInIOn. 

EGIN A was a little ifland or rock, fituated 
in the Saronic Gulph, which divides the ter
ritories of Attica from the northern {hores of 
Peloponnefus. The rocky and barren foil had 
early compelled the inhabitants to feek fufte
nance from the watery element; the bark wal) 
fo()n improved into the vdTcl r th~, troop of 
.fithermen became a nation of mel chal?ts ; and . 
their naval exptrience and power, daring the 
ufurpation at A~ens, had arrogated the do
miniol1 of the ka~ 

ON the invafiop t>f Greece, under Datis, 
2 ~e 
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the lEginetans were the fidl: who ac- C HAP .. 

knowledged .fubjeCtion to the Petfian Kink xv. 
from enmity to the Athenif.!,ns, their antient 
rivals in lrade, and now become tot) powerful 
for them· to contend \:vitJ1, unlefs aided by 
fuch a .1lrt:>ng alliance- as that period pre .. 
fented. 

THE condutt of the A?,ginetans, in deliver
ing earth and water to th~ 'Pedian heralds: 
renewQci the ~u~tient hoftilities between them 
an~ the Athenian.. T.his iilaild being en
gaged in a fubordinate alliahce .with Sparta, 
it was thought prqpe; to deJl1a~~, ,at the 
hand of the (overeign frate, chaftifement of 
that people who had deferted the caufe of 
Greece, and joineel the common enemy. Th~ 
Spartans liftened to t~e remonfhance, and 
taking ten of the principal citlzells from 
lEgina, fent them hofta~es to Athens, as fe .. 
eurity for the fidelity of their countrymen. 
This mutual animofity (oon produced a naval 
w~r, which ;pas carried on for fome ti~e 
with varif>us fuccc(s, but with uniform ani-• molity and 'exertion. Thefe contefrs with 

• • 
lEgina merit attention. as .they mark the 
caufes and the\~ogrefs ot the A then ian ~reat-

r. ':':::">l • • J nelS at fea, ~ accoun\ for thofe ~'wooafn 
1I!alls," which"' rofe up [0 ·fuddenly th~ fafe-

..vOL. II. C guard 

= • 
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C'It A P.' guard and bulwark of Greece. The expedi ... 
:xv. tion to the coaft of Ionia, and the fiege of 

Sardis, had awake~ed the fpirit, and implOved 
the means of naval armaments; .and the 
lEginetan war had taught the ihip-builder 

o «-
and engineer the advantages of thvi art, and 
had given the mariner the courage ~'lld dex .. 
terity of habit. 

HERODOTUS (fcruples not to affirm, that 
Greece owed .. its prefervation ~to this war, as 
it firft obliged the ~thenians to mife a rna .. 
rine *. 

~ 

• THE ~thenians poffe1Ted a rich fiIver mine 
at 1\.1ount Larium, a part of Attica. As the 
treafury was rich, it Iud been determined, in 
the true fpirit of republican rapacity, that 
the revenue arifing from the mine lhou1d be 
appropriated to relieve the wants of the citi
zens, or be diffipated in the public amu[c
ments. vVhile the minds of the people were 
agitated with the ftrongeft refentment againft 
the .lEginetans, Themiftocles ~ropofed, that 
this annual revenue lhould be deft ired to the 
purpofe of building ihips of war, by which 
they might deftrpy the fleets of their antient 
rivals and enemies. The propofal was adopt-

.. Lib. ·vii. cap. t4+ 
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ed, and two hundled gallies were foon eq.uip-' C HAp. 
ped, of a fuperior fize and conftru~ion to any xv. 
hitherto known in Greece'. 

W H 1«' E the army of Xerxes was approach
ing, thore republics w4icli had determined to 
defend dlt:ir liberties '0 the laft, concerted 

• • mea[ures for forming a.common .confederacy 
among all the Grecian ftates. Deputi~s 
were rent from the ifthmus· of Corinth, con-• 
fiftinge of reprefentatives from Athens and 
~ced:rmon, and £tom kveral flates • of Pelo
ponnefus. Having agre~d' to .fufpend .their 
antient quarrels and private arVm~Gtiys, they 
fent ambaffadors to Argos, to Sicily, and to 
the Iflands of Corcyra and Crete, to defire 
{uccours, and c01'lclude a league againft the 
common enemy. The inhabitants of Argos 
refufed to join the confederacy, upon the pre
tence that they could ~ot be admitted to an 
equal fhare of the command. GelD, King of 
Syracu[e, promifed to affifl: them with a nu
merous army.and a powerful fieet, on conpi
tion thlt-they would make him generaliffimo 
of aU their fo~ces by fea and ~and. National 
pride and republican jcalou~ prevented them 
from complying with his re"uifition, while 

• Plato de LegiS. lib. 3. 

C~ 
. 
lJl 
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C H A. p. in the medll time, the approach of three hun-
xv. dred· thOU{dpd Carthaginians, commanded by 

Hamilcar, rendereci his whole force necefTary 
to defend Sicily. Moil of the oth\~r flates 
fubmitted to Xerxes. Thdpiia and Platea , ~ 

alone took part with t!i.e Athenians dad Spar..:. 
tans. 

WHILE the deputies were fitting at Co
rInth, and confulting abGut the conduCt of 
the war, intelljgence was brought from Thef
faIy, that" the Pcr1~J.1l army had crofTed the 
Hell~fpont, a?d wac; directing its march to
wa.rd that frontier. As the Thcualiam had 

• '- 11 

entered with alacrity and zeal into ::he con-
federacy, they expeCted that an immediate 
and effectual force would be affembled to 
guard the narrow pafi~s which lead into their 
country. The celebrated valley of Tempe, 
between the mountains of Olympus and Off a, 
is the only pailage from Lower M<).ccdonia 
into Theifaly. The Theifali:ms fuppofcd that 
the enemy would endeavour to venetrate into 
th~ir country by this defile. Accordi.ijgly the;r 
ambaffadors intreated and urged the confeder
ated Greek~ to fClfd a powerful army from the 
fouthetn frates, to affift them in defending that 
importaut pafs. (Their remonftrance, delivered 
with epergy, aniIrutted the hefitating councils 

of 
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of the allied Greeks. A body of ten thou.- C HAP. 

fand foot embarked nnder the command of xv. 
Themiftocles the Athenian-; and Evrenetus a 
Spartan t and failing through the Euripus, 
marched acrofs the coufltr,t, and occupied the 
. l' • valley Qt Tempe. 1\s the Theff'alians ex-

celled in cavalry, their lrorfe, joine~ to the in
fantry fent from the other ftates of Greece. . . , 
were fufficient.to defend that in1et againft the 
moIl: numerous forces. 

-THE Grecian army had not been long in 
this fi tuation, when a Uletr~nger from lrlex
ander, fon of Amintas, tribumry .prince 'of 
Macedon, announced to them; that the PerGan 
army, on its way to attack them, was immenfc 
and irrefiftible; th~t there was another pafTage 
in to Theiraly, throll gh Upper ]",,1acf"donia; and 
advifing them to make a timely retreat, to avoid 
being overwhelmed by .the myriads of Afia. 
Confcious that their ftrength was infufficient to 
defend both paires, Themifrocles and Evrene .. 
tus reimbark~d their troops, and returned. to 
the ift~mus of Corinth. Thus forfaken, and 
thinking themfe1ves betrayed, by their allies, 
the Theffalians fubmitttd toethe Perfian King, 
and entered with zeal into l1i~fervice. 

THE Grecian confedera~y, which "emained 
to flfift the whole force of the Perfian ern-

e 3 plre, 
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tf H'A P. p~e, now copfiil:ed of a few little ftates. 
xv. whofe unitt-d territories did not equal fingle 

'provh!ces in the kihgdoms of modern Europe; 
neither was there among thefe an:! cordial 
unanimity, nor any general concert foremploy
ing their forces in one ,.direCtion wrt~1C vigou~ 
and effeCt .• The critical fituaticn of their 
affairs {!:ruck terror into the refpetlive ftates~ 

~ , 

The oracles, which had fuch almighty influ-
ence in the antient world, were ambtguous 
and alarmino-. They denounced to the La-

b , 

cedre'lnonians,. that I. Sparta or its King muft 
falL" The rc,Jponfe to the Athenians was. 
" to feek refuge within their wooden walls." 
While different opinions were given concern .. 
ing the interpretation of the' oracle, Themlf
rock's (by whom it had probably been fug~ 
gefted) affirmed, " that their wooden walls 
were their fleet, to which the God defired 
them to truft for proteClion." This inter
pretation, fupported by his eloquence and 
authority, was, at laft, adopu..d, although 
Epicides, a prefumptuous and pOrU~1.r de
magogue, oppofe~ it with all his influence; 
and, ftizing this 6ccafion to blacken the cha
racter, 'and fru:ficat.e the expectations of The
miftocles~ infifted thttt he himfelf {hould be • appointed to the chief command of the ar91Y: 

, 2 T~ 
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The faga:cious Themifiocles, who knew. the'c HAP. 

charaCter of his opponent .. filence4 his oppO. xv. 
!ition by a feafonable bribe,. and was unani
moufiyehofen general. The Athenian gallies, 
being j;ined with thole of Corinth, Eubrea, 
lEgina, 'hlld the maritime fiates of Pelopon-,. ') 

nefus, compofed a fleet <Df three l~undred fail. 
They direCted their courfe to the {hait, which , . 
feparates the foafr of Eubcea from that of 
The1T;tly; and, taking their ftation at the pro-. .. 
.tnDntory of Artemhium;waited for the arrival 
of the Perfian fleet. Aftet haviilg compktely 
manned the fleet, the confeder.tes lvere able, 
exclufive of their fiaves, to mufier an army 
'of fixty thoufand men. The firft ftep take.n 
by the allies was to fend Leonidas, at the head 
of ten thoufand men, to take po1Teffion of the 
defile of Thermopylre, fituated at the foot of. 
Mount Oeta, between. The1Taly and Phocis, 
the only pafs by which the Perfian army 
could penetrate into Achaia. This pafs ob
tained its name from the adjacent hot fprin.gs, 
and WiS· confidered as the gate or opening 
into Greece. • Near the plain of the city 
Trachis, the pa1Tage was Cifty feet broad; 
but towards the north of. 1;b.ermopy~re the 
mountain'3 fo elofed, and towards t!he {outh 
fo pretTed upon the fea, a; not to admit two 

C 4 carriage, 

, 
"! 
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C H A 1?; carriages to pars abreaft. No' fituation could 
xv. be 'better $ldapted than this cel~brated [pot 

- for the fmall ban~ of heroic Greeks to with
il:and the multiplying myriads of P~rfia. J t 
had this further anti 11ngular advantage, that 
the ftation of the Grecian fleet at Ar~emifium 
was only fifteen miles.cfiftant. .. 

XERXES, after marching through Thrace 
and Macedoniat tame at lail: to the pars of , 
Thermopyhe" guarded by the Grecian troops. 
'Thefe amounted to eleven thoufand me", 
four thoufand of 'w!1om were more immedi
ately deft~ned (to defe~d the paffage. Every 
man of" that num.b~r was determined to con
quer or to die. 

TH E Perfian monarch, rileeting only with 
fubmiffion in his long march through Afia 
and Europe, was {truck with aftoniihment 
when he found what he looked upon as an 
inconfiderable provin~e, meditated refiil:ance, 
and that a handful of Greeks dared to dif
pute his entrance into their cotF'ltry. Being 
informed by Demaratus that a fuu..l~ num
ber of men might, at this palS, fufpend the 
motion of all hi~ army, he f;nt meiTengers 
to Leonidas, and the leaders of the Greeks, 

< ! 

defiring t{lem to deliv.er up their arms. Tlley 
anfwered, in the f¢tit and the ilyle of Spar-

f 

tans, 
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tans, " Come 'and take them." The mefi"ep- C'H A P. 

gers then offered them vaft poffeffiol\s in land,' xv. 
on condition of their entering-, into an alliance ' " , 
with th~ Great King; but they replied. 
" That it was the cuftOPl (;'If their common
wealth to· ~onquer lan<fs by valour, not to . .. 
acquire them by treachery." ,~xcepting 
thefe laconic anfwers, they paid no attention 
to the Perfian~, but contintIed their gym-· 
naftic ~ercifes, entertained thell1felves with 
mu.fic and difcourfl!, or eadjufred their long 
hair, according to thei~ .uftOII\ when Uley 
engaged in war. The meiTen&ers,. of! their 
return to the Perfian camp, defcribed what 
they had feen and heard, and related the un
expected event of their commiffion. It was be~ 
yond the conception of Xerxes, ~nd therefore 
he could not believe that the Grecians were 
come to Thermopyl~ for the fole end of dy
ing for their country. Accordingly he waited 
four days, expecting that they 'would retreat 
from his irr~ftible army; but as they re
mained JIl!ihaken and determined, he prepar~ 
to chafl:ife their. infolence and obftinacy. 

ON the fifth day, he g~e ord~rs to the 
Medes and Ceffians of his arm¥ to atta~ the 
Greeks under Leonidas, Ilna bring them alive 
into his prefence. Thefe trdops advanced with 

ardor 
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C HAP. ardor to the engagement; but were foon re-

II 

xv. cpulfed w~th great fiaughter, and fhewed, fay. 
Herodotus, that, Xerxes had a great many 
attendants, but ft:w foldiers. The Sac~, armed 
with hatchets, ne)'t ,advanced, but were com
pelled to retreat with equal difgra\;~. At laft 
the Perfian guards, chlled the immortal band, 
were fent under the command of Hydarnes 

"to finifh the corrteft; but their numbers were 
ufelefs on grpulld [0 confined; and thoir iliort 
weaponS were infuffir.ient when oppofed to ..the 
Gr~cian fpe~r. Their attacks, however" were 
often renewed, and varied in every direction. 

/ 

Numbers fell, but no impreffion was made on 
the firm battalions of the Greeks. Th~ Great 
King, who beheld the battle·from an eminence, 
is [aid to have ftarted thrice in anxious emotion 
from his throne, and fearing left the flower of 
his army 11l0uld be cut off, ordered them to be 
recalled from the [cene of aCtion; yet hoping, 
from the finall numbers of the Gn'eks, that 
their ftrength or courage would be exhaufl:ed 
by'the fatigue of inceifant attacks) h. ventured 
next day to renew the engagement. But the 
little army of Le<imidas frill kept their ground; 
and the Perfians, after ineffectual endeavours , 
to force (their way through the defile, were 
compelled to f<:titt with difappointment and 
difgrace. 

WHILE 
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• W H lL E Xerxes, ·anxious and perplexed, C HAP' .. 

knew not what refolution to take, Epjaltes, an' xv. 
inhabitant of the country, i~duced by the 
hopes of reward, brought information of ano-
ther pars over the mountiin~ of Oeta, feveral 
mifes weft~~rd of that defended by Leonidas .. 
Along this path, forme~;t frequented by the 
Theilalians, but now unknown, except among 
the neighbourin~ inhabitants, he propofed to 
conduCt! detachment of twenty thpufand Per-
£tan., who might at(ack the enemy ?n rear, 
while the main body aiTaqcchhcm,.in front •• 

TH I s plan was immediately adopted by the • •• 
Perfian generals. Towards the clofe of the 
feventh day, aft~r the arrival of Xerxes at 
Thermopylre, twenty thoufand chofen men' 
marched from the camp, under the command 
of Hydarnes. They advanced all night vvith
out interruption, and arrived by day-break 
near the fummit of the hrII, where a guard of 
a thoufand Phocians had been fent by Leoni
das to defend ,his important, though, as he 
thought,. lfnknown pafs. A ford! of oaks, 
with which the mountain was covered, had 
concealed the ap'proach of th<l. enemy. 

THE Phocians, who had ne11etted the ne-
• • ceifary precaution of advance guar4s, were 

~rft alarmed by the noife of a multitude of 
men 
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C H A ·P. nwn treading among the fallen leaves; which, 
xv. • from thp fercnity of the atmofphere, they 

-- heard at fome diJ1:ance. 
HAVING difcovered their :1anger~ they im

mediately ran to arGlS; but in ~he mom~nt 
of furprife, fuppofin& themfelves the ultimate 
objects of the attack, they abandoned the pafs 
which they had been fent to guard, and re-

p • 

treated to a higher part of the mountain, to 
gain ~ore ~dvan tagcous ground for defence. 
But as the objetl: of the" detachment was not 
to 'cut off tit is inconfiderable party, the pru
dent HydarnlLs left them to enjoy their place 
of [afety, and immediately feizinr; the pafTage, 
.defcended the mountain with celerity, to carry 
into execution the objeCt of his expedltion. 

EARLY in the morning, information was 
brought by the [couts of the army, that the 
Perhans had pailed. the Phocian guard, and 
were defcending towards the plain. Leonidas 
called a coun<.il of war to deliberate on this 
important and alarming inform .. tion. All, ex
cept the Spartan&, gave it as their opWon, that 
it was neccfl'ary to abandon a poil: which they 
could no longer maintain, and that, as their 
exerti,:ms in the <.prefent fituation would be 
fruitlefs; it was p;udent to refcrve themfelves 
for a more advantageous occafion of fer;ving 

their 
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their countfy. The debate ended in a gene- C tI A P. , 
ral refplution to retreat with fpeed to their • xv. 
refpeCtive cities, the Laced:rmonian§, Thef- ---
pians, and .Breotians only re~laining. The 
Thefpians \llone voluntarily continued with 
Leenidas. • ;rheir' repu1W.c & was united in 
the firiCtefr alliance wi!!1 Sparta, by which 
they had been often defended ag2tinft the 
tyranny of the Thebans.. ;rhe BCEotians 
were detiined by the exprefs defire of Leonidas, 
who kept them as h~ftage~ rather than auxili-
~ies: on account of the known diiaffeCtion of 

• their country to the Gretian caufe. Thefe, 
with three hundred Spartans, all of them 'cho
fen men, and celebrated for valour, compof.;:d 
the arlUY of Leoni$s. 

THE Spartan king, with his little band of 
heroic and [elf-devoted followers, refolved on 
this occafion to exhibit to the world a memo
rable example of obedlence to the laws of Ly
curgus, which prohibited on whatever occa
Hon to defert their poft, ot to fly from an 
enemy. TJu: fubjeds of other ftatcs might 
follow ~ dittates of prudence or expediency; 
but the Spartans 'could 0!1.ly hear and obey the 
voice of glory, and the call o~their country. 

PLACED in the poft ofhont>ufbytheo-el1eral 
confent of Greece,. they choie rather ~e than 

. defert 
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(; H A ·P. defert that ftation, and they determined there
xv. • fore, though at the expenee of their lives, 

... --- to confi;m the~ pre-eminence of SP:.lfta, to 

earn immortal fame, and to give an example 
of patriotifm to t~~ ltfl: ages of Greece. Ani
!pated by the example of their \ kader, each 
Laeedremonian and. '1'hefpian under his com
mand devoted himfelf to death; but refolved to 
die in {uch a manner as ihould be glorious to 
himfelf, am} beneficial to his ~country, When 
he ordered them to u prf'pare the laft me~l of 
~eir Jives, ?-nd tQdine like men, who at night 
{bould fup with their fathers," they fent up 

• f 

a ihout of joy, as if they had been invited to 
a banquet. 

WHEN Hydarnes, witk his detachment of 
twenty thoufand men, had nearly approached 
to the rear of the Greeks, a chofen band of 
Perfians advanced to the affault in front. To 
guard the defile, when they muft inevitably 
be furrounded, was no longer an object to 
Leonidas, and his attendants; (~ut to chufe the 
{pot, where, in facrificing themfd~es, they 
might make the greateft havoc among the 
enemy. 

CPNSCIOUS of certain death, it was now 
time tQ prepa;e tor the laft effort of generous 
defpair. Advancing to the wideft part of the, 

valley., 
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valley, th!y attacked the Perfians with the c· HAP." 

moil impetuous valour, fpread a fcene of car_o xv. 
nage on all fides, and in tl}e confUfion that --
enfued, fQ.anyof the undifciplined barbarians 
were driven into the fea, while numbers were 

• • 
trodden to-death by thei. fellow foldiers. Le-
onidas fell early in . th~ engagement, at the 
head of his heroic Spartans. Tlie confiia 
however was continued favtmrably for the 
Greeks,.till Hydarnes atta<..ked thejr rear. Col
leCted in themfelves. though retiring t6 return 
no -more, they took poft ljehind. the wall. of 
Thermopyl~. The Thebans took this op
portunity of expreffing their earry aiiadunent 
to the Perfians, and with outftretched arms 
begged mercy of the conquerors. Many of 
them were killed in the aCt of furrendering 
themfelves; the remaindtr, being made pri
foners, furvived only to infamy. The Lal..c
dremonLms and Thefpiatfs continued to :fight 
with all the fury of defpair, till the wall was 
broken down .and the enemy entered by the 
breaches .• It was no longer pollible to rellft 
the weapons of furrounding multitudes; this 
undaunted band perifhed to thJ= lail: man, over. 
whelmed rather than conquered by the. Per
fian arms. 

To the memory of thofe'brave defenders of 
Greece, 
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.~.H A F. Gteece, a rnagnificcnt monument was after ... 
xv. wlrds ere[tcd on the fpot where they' fell, 

'!'""-"--- bearing two infcriptions; one in honour of all 
t 

thofe who had fallen on that occafioq, import-
ing, that a thoufand Greek~, had rtiitled the 
progre[s of the PerEan army, c~Jf\fiil:ing of 
millions. The other, ~o the memory of Leo
nidas and his three hundred S?artans, exprefTed 
-in a few £Imple words by the poet Simonides : 
" 7'e!l,jlraJz~er, at Sparta, thut you wttPt over 
the ajb~s of the three hyndred, who devoted 
themjel7.Jcs to deatb in obedimce to the law.J of 

... ., 
theIr country: 

TWEI~"rY'1houfand Perfians fell it). this en
gagement, and among the rdt the two bro
thers of Xerxes. 

TIlE action at Thermopylx: had ferious and 
decifive effects both upon the Perfians and the 
Greeks. It convinced the Perfians of the 
high fpirit, and defperate valour of that people 
with whom they were to engage, and taugh.t 
them at what a price victory was ,to be ob
tained. The conduct of the 6reek:s on this 
oc;cafion merits our higheft pnl.l{e. J When 
monarchy has become the general government 

(' 

of Europe; when !tates are compofed of fub
• jeCts, n~t of cItiiens, and war is carried on by 

mercenary troops,· it is difficult for us to con-
4 \:elve 
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ceive the-feelings of freemen when their coun- C; HAP. 

try was in danger, and their liberty at ftak~ xv. 
Even the commonwealths which -are under ____ A 

• 
our infpeCtion, compofed of merchants and 
manufattbrers accuftomed to the functions of • civil life, .give us but an.:nnperfect idea of the 
martial tepublics of an~quity, and feldom pro
duce cxampk:s of thof~ prodigieS-.of valour 
which originate from enthunafm and defpair: 
The ~ of Tl1ermopylre announced the lail: 

• refolution of the i\thenij1ns and Spartans, to 
ili; free, rather than to live.ilaves; and taught 
the Great King, that With all die millions of 
the Eafi, It might be poffible tt exterminate: 
the Greeks, but it was impoffible to fubdue 
them. 

~OL. II. D CHAP. 
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C HAP, XVI. 

.. , 
From tbe Battle qf THr; RMOPYL.JE, to the Na .... 

"tJal Vd1ory'at SALAMIS. 

. . 
C HAP. DURING thefe memor:tbh operatiom, 

XVI. the GreCIan fleet had al1cLored'" in the 
• 

----harbour of Artcrr,ifium. 'That of the Perfi£'11~ 
lay in the road that n;'aches from C::.ftan;ca, to 
the prornontwy of Sepia'>, on the TheiTJ.lian 
coaft. 1 he road of Cafianxa wa'> {'pen to 
the north and north-eafi winds; and f"o little 
fpaciou<;, that an elgl)th divifion only of the 
Pel fran rtcC't could be moored in one line 
~gaini1: the {hore; the other {even rode at 

.mcl10r, "'"ith the prorvs of the veiTcIs toward~ 
the fi;J.. The fccond day after their arrival, 
a tempefi blew from the north-eaft, and the 
[urges fwelled to an amazing hei£ht. The lir,e 
of gallies next the {hore were drawrt l\pon th<;.' 
hc.1 c..h; of the others many were driven fiom 
their anchOl ~; {Gme da111~d t9 pieces on the 
torela1".d of Sepiy; ~ ctlrers on the cliffs of Pe
lion; while feveral were wrecked near the 
town of lYlelibcea.· Four hundred gallies were 

8 ~k 
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funk or deft-toyed, in this fi:Qrm, l:>efidcs {lfch C II A~P. 
a number of tranfports, that the. Perfian<;: XVI. 

dreading a revolt of the Th()ffalians, ereCted a 
temporarr fort againft any fudden ~ttack, com-
pofed of the wreck of tb,eireveffels . 

. THI:1C-ioon quitte'\. 'this infecure ftation, 
and, with eight hundred {hips of war, be
fides tran[ports, failed into the road of Apheta?~ 
oppofite to the .harbour of A;temifium. 

WH!N the Grecian fentiads, pofted on 
thi Eubrean height! annC1Unced the f<lte of thl! 
enemy's fieet, ~ grateful fltcrifict; was o.fft~cd 
to " Neptune the Deliverer ;". but. tq.e ap
proach of an enemy, whofe ihattercd remains 
were yet formidable, converted their tran[port~ 
()f joy into anxiety- for their preC;nt fituation. 

THE GreClan fleet confified of two hun
dred and feventy-one gallies with three ticr 
of oars, befidcs finaller veffels. Each of thefe • 
ga11ies carried a hundred and twenty rowers, 
befides forty {oldiers; but, on emergencies, 
the whole cr.w aered with arms. Of this . . 
fleet, m'4rt! than one-half was furnifhed by the 
Athenians; yet fuch was the prefent influ
ence, owing to .. the antient -pre-eminence of 
Sparta~ that the allies fefuf~d .to ferve i.U1der 
any but a Lacedemonian commander.. Eury
biades was therefore appointed admiral of the 

D 2 fleet. 
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C HAP: flee!. The modefation of the Athenian lead-
XVI. ers, who {lcquiefced in this plrtial decifion, 

and their fuperiorhy to little pamons in frill 
profecuting with zeal the great objetfr of the 
common confederacy,. have merited' and ob~ 
tained the praife of antient and moot!rn hlfio
rians. But the genius .J Themifiocles, equal-
11 penetrating and provident, gained him an 
afcendency which no political arrangement 
could preclude; and though Eurybiadt~s hnd 
the name, he exercl[ed the 'authority of adm.i
ral.. 

o N th~ arri.val of the Perfian fleet r.tar the 
harbour of Artemifium, an alarm fpread on aU 
fide,>, and reached the commanders of the 
Grecian fquadrons. It w:ts propofed in a 
council of war to retreat to the interior (eas 
of Greece. The Eubceans, whofe coafis mufi: 
thus have been left open to the invafion of , 
the Perfians, were alarmed at this refolution. 
They implored Euryblades that the fleet might 
remain for the protection of tlteir ifiand, at 
leafr till they could remove their fartliyes and 
valuable effects to a pl.l<.e (,f f.dety. The 
Spartan admiral ~fuf(.d their requefi. They 
then applied to Themidocle'i. The opinion 

" . which h~ bad already adopted coincIded with 
their defire; and he told them, "th.1t though 

their 



ANT lEN T HIS TOR Y. 37 

their eloqu~ce cotlld not p;rfuade, their 9"0ld C H A ~. 
might influence the Grecian comm~nders, ami XVI. 

that, for thirty talents *, he would engage 
that the- fleet lhould remain for the defence 
of their' coafis." Th\. l1'¥>ney was delivered 
i;lto his Wands. A diftr~ution of eight talents~ 
lecured . the acquiefce~~e of the other cap-
tains to his opinion, the remainderohe retained 
in his hand, to be uiefully employed in futur~ • 
contin~encies. 

THE Perfians, .flaving recovered °from the 
ihock of their late mi~fortunesl prepare~ to 
attack the Grecian fleet; but c~nfi.qen~ in the 
fuperiority of their numbers, and fecure of 
vittory, they delayed the attack till they had 
fent two hundred gallies round Eubrea to 
prevent the enemy from efcaping through 
the narrow feas. The Greeks being in
formed of this firatagem by Scyllias, a cl\!
ferter from the Perfian- fleet, refolved to fail 
at midnight againfi: the detached fquadron; 
and, by att;lciing it fepdrately, turn the iha
tagern.ofithe enemy againfi themfelves; but, 
having received no farther intelligence of it 
in the evening, they prepar&d to make an at
tAck upon the PerfMtll fleet. Accolfdingly, 
about {un-fet, they advanced h-t order. of battle. 

• About flX thouf;nd pounds. 

D3 A iharp 
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<; ~I A p. A {harp engagement enfl)ed, a!ld, the Greeks 
~VI. took thirty gallics from the enemy, though the 

... --- victory w;s not ,decifive. The approaLh of 
night, with a ftorm, attended by rain a'ld thun
der, feparated the ~orp.batants. The Greeks 
retreated to the harbaar of Artem'i£um; the 
Perfians were driven tor the coaft of Theffaly. 

THE viol~nce of the ftonn drove the wrecks 
bf the late ellgag'ement, and the dead bodies, 
againft the ~des of the thips, and impeded 
the motion of their oars. "Repeated Bathes of 
lightning, amidft the darknefs of the night, 
fe~ed only' to di[cover the horron: of the 
{cene, wllile tIle reverberation of the thunder 
among the neighbouring mountains of Pelion, 
ftmck the mariners with th.e dreadful imagi
nation that the gods were in this manner de
nouncing their vengeance. N or was it un
rca-fonable that the Greeks in the Perfian Beet 
ihould be agitated with fuch [u perftitious fears, 
as, according to the creed of their age, they 
were making war againft the,divlnities of their 
country. By good fortune rather t.~an con
dua the greater part efcaped with fafety into 
the Pegafean Bay'~ 

THE fate of the dt'tachment which was to c, 
fail roull:,d EUDrea: was ftill more difaftrous. 
Expofed in an unknown fea, and in a dark 

night, 
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njght, to thunder, lightning, and fiorm, they.c HAP. 

abandoned themfelves to defpair, and met their xvi.· 
fate among the dangerous rocks c1f the Eu- • 
brean cOP-ft. "Thus it w~s the will of the 
Deity," fays Herodotus, " to reduce the Per ... 

• • 
flan force !nore nearly ~ an equality with the 
Grecian." 

N EXT day a reinforcement of fifty-three 
Athenian ihips joined the Grecian fleet, ana 
annouilced tl:e deftruCtion of the Pertlan 

, . 
f~uadron on the E'+lbreao. rocks. EJ,lcouraged 
and elated by thefe adva~tages, the confede
rates refolved to attack- the elleluy in the -du!k. 
of the evening, which, from t1\eir ~nowledge 
of the waft was particularly favourable to 
their defigns. TJJey accordingly made the :.:rt

tempt, and, having feparated the Cilician fqua
dron, from the main fleet, totally deftroyed it, 
and in the night refumed their itation at Ar
temifium. 

IRRI T ATED and di(graced by repeated dif
afters and infults from filch an inferior force, • the Per.an commanders rdolved on the'fol-
lowing day by one vigorous effort to repair 
t.heir loiTes, and regain the honour of which 

• they had been depnved. As the Greeks 
had gained their advantages by _ fr~atagem" 
and under covert of the .night, they advanced 

D 4 to 
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.. 
C )I A P .. to the atta('k at noon itt the form of a {e

o XVI. mitircle, with a view to indofe the ene
my. The Gree~s waited in the advantageous 
ftation which they had chofen. The plan of 
attack formed by the Perfians appears to have 
been ill executed. Irp making thclr4lapproach 
to the enemy, they crolfed and fell abrainft one 
another. The battle, hoV\-ever. was more vi
~oroully maintained than on any former oc
cafwn. Five GrecIan gallies w{'re taken by 
the Egyptians, who !lppeu to have t1gnalizf'd 
themfelves in that .. engagement. More than 
half the Athelllan 1quadron was difabled. 
The douDtfuf victory was claimed by thC:" 
Greeks, who remained in poifeffion of the 
wrecks and the dead; but, fmm the diftreifes 
which their fleet had fuffered, it was refol ved 
immediately to retreat to the interior feas of 
Greece. This refolution was confirmed hy 
the arrival of Abronychlls, an Athenian, who 
related the event of the battle of Thermopylre. 
They now retreated without delay. and, having 
paff-ed the Euripus, they coafted aIbl7g the 
fhore of Attica, and anchored at Salamis. 

BEFORE the d~parture of the fleet, The
mifrocles, ever fertile in t..xpedients for the goo~ 
of his c~uptry, engraved on the rocks near the 
watering-place of Artemifiurn, which he knew 

would 
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would foon be vifited by the enemy, the fo1- C H A p~ 
lowing infcription: " Men of IOl]ia, yo";'r· XVI. 

conduct is inexcufablt::, in waqing againft your _O ___ .-...ot 

anccfiors, -and endeavouring to enflave Greece. 
Repair, therefore, the injty"y"and come over to 
ou·r fide. -But if you are compelled by ne-
<.effity to ·remain with t~e Perfian fleet, avoid 
acting againft us when we come to an engage-
ment. Remember that you are' defcended from 
the fam(! blood ;"ith us, and that our quarrel 
with the Perfians was on your accounr." 

By thefe means the G.ecian commander 
hoped eitht>r to recall the attach~ent of the • • 
Ionians to their antIent friends, or at leaft to 
render them fufpeCted to their new mail-ers *. 

VI H F N the Grecians had q mtted the wad· 
of Artemiiium, Xerxes gave orders that his 
fleet, after ravaging the coafts of Eubrea, 
{hould proceed to the harbour of Athem; 
while he himfelf, at the ~ead of his immenfe 
army, intended to march, or rather to make a 
triumphal ent~, into the territories of Attica. 
His route 4ay through the countries of Phocis 

• and B(f'otia, the latter of which had been early 
attached to the Pernan caufe. The Phociam 
remained faIthful to the {;,recian con fe dJ2r-acy, 

II' Heroa. lib. viii. cap. 40, 41. 
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~ H .t\.P. and were farther confirmed in their attach-. 
XVI. • went, after the Theffalians, their antient ene

--- mies, had joined the Afiatlc invaders. 
( 

A NATURAL jealoufy and rivaHh~p fubfifred 
not only betwe~n the The.'falians and Pho
emns, but between ~n the Grtcian"frates: and 
that Thebes and Arg-as appeared on the fide 
of Pedia,· may in a great meafure be attnbuted 
to their defire· of humbling the PO\\ er of 
Athens and of Spat tao 

W m::N the ho[}: pf X\!rxes had entered the 
territory of Phocls, at the infl:-igatlOn of the 
Thel1~hans,< rather than from the c.ruelty of 

• 
the Pcrlians, ddtruCtion was begun by fire 
and fword. vVhJe the main body of the 
army followed the courfe. of the Cephifu-::-, 
detachments plundered and burned to th6 
ground, Charadra, ElatJ:a, and other flou
riluing towns. Even the facred walh of Abe, 
wIth Its temple demcated to Apollo, al1d ce
lebrated for its oracles, dId not prevent Thef
falian and Pel ilan fury froill. plundering the 
hbly ihrine, and appropriating the'li donations 
which fuperfrltlOn h,ld amjl.ffcd tor ages. The 
people Heu to t~e mountains., or were reduced 
to flavcry. 

t 

AI'TI:R thefe 'dreadful devafrations were 
l 

committed, the grc.nd army marched through 
Breotia 



ANT 1 E NTH 1ST 0 R Y. 4J 
Bceotia towards Athens i a de$achment was C.II A P. 

fent from Panopeus, to plunder the temple bf. XVI •. 

Apollo at Delphi *. InftruCt:ed by the recent ., 
and diiaftJtPUs fate of Abe, that religion was 
infufficient to proted the pe.fons or the pro-
petty of ill; votaries, the J:>elphians confulted 
the Oracl~, "whether 'hey ihould bury their 
treafures, or trallfpurt them to another coun-
try?" The Pythian prophetef~ replied, " That 
Apollo would tfefend his own ihrine." The 

• 
car~s of the Delph~ns w~re now coniined to 
their own fafety, and tha~ of their families. 
They fcnt their wives anti ~hildren acrofs t'he 
Corinthian Gulph into Achaia~ The men 
climbed to the tops of ParnafTus, or dcfcended 
into a vail: cavern ~n the fide of that moun-" 
tain. All left Delphi, except fixty venerable 
miniih::rs of religion, and the prophet of 
the God, When the Perfian detachment 
drew, near to Delphi, ana were in fight of the 
temple of Minerva, the prophet faw the fa ... 
erect armour, which it is unlawful for mortals 
to touch, erought by fome invifible power frdm 
the indhmol1 recefTes of the fane, and laid 
before the edifice. No fooner. had the ad-• ,:"nced guard arrived at the chapel, which is 

• He·rod. lib. viii. cap. 35. 
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.c H ok P. ip front of the great temple, than the "air was 
XVI •• darkenen; thunder and lightning finote them 

from heaven; two vaft fragmen ts rolled down 
from the mountain with prodigiotfS violence, 
overwhelmed tte 'profirate Perfians, while 
lhouts of warlike acchmation echoed from the 

4-

fane. ~he impious and hofiile bands were 
ftruck with a panic; the Delphians, believing 

t 

from thefe manifeft figns that the divinity de-
fended his favourite manfion, ruihed ftom their 
caverns and concealments, and fb.ughtcred 
without reftfiance(·tqefe viCtims of fuperftitious 
terror .• , The -l"urvivors fled with precipi
tation to Bceotia. 

SUCH is the marvellous tale which the in
genuity of priefts has invented, and popular 
fuperftition has believed; but " which, when 
ftript of its preternatural machinery," fays an 
ingenious and learne~ hiftorian t, leaves an ac
count remaining neither improbable nor defec
tive. The priefis, anxious for their treafures, 
and for the credit of their Ora-:le concerted a . 
meafure equally bold and prudent .. When a 
refronfe from the unerring Oracle had in
fpired the citizeas with confidence, and their 
familiP.-s were carried to a place of fafety~ tile 

• Herod. lIb. viii. cap. 37, &c. t Mr. MltfOid. 

heft 
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beil: and braveft men Were refeIited to defend C HAP •. 

the place. The uncommon mode of. defence • XVI. 

was well adapted to the fituatictn and circum-
fiances of Delphi, as well as to its eftablifhed 
charaCter for fanCtity. ~ur,oundcd by the 
fwiunits 0' lofty mountains, the city was 
founded on crags and pre'cipices. Noway led 
to it but through narrow defiles, overhung 
with mountains, fhadowed w~th wood, and 

• commanded at every fiep by faftn.eifes above .. 
Every meafure was taken ro make the enemy 
believe that the place wa~ te>tally .abandone~, 
and to induce them to advan<;e in ill the care
leffnefs of fecurity. The furprife acc6rdingly 
appears to have been complete. A thunder
fiOlm among the mountains was no uncom
mon phenomenon. The rolling down of the 
rocky fragments proceeded from the invifible, 
but not immortal hands of Delphians, who 

• were concealed among the crags, and prepared 
to put them in motion. Perhapb artificial 
fires and explofJ.ons might imitate thunder and 
lightnin&J !nd increafe the horror. Many or 
the nation,s too, which compofed the Pernan 
hoft, were believers in the di~nity of Apollo, 
an~ mutt have been frruck with the imviety 
of their attempt. In fuch a ·ftate of oonfrer
nation, the Delphians attaCked them with 

9 every 
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.C H .A! P. evety poffible advantage~ The few who iur
XVI. ' vived the engagement, and fie4 to BceotialO r _ 

readily adopted"and magnified the rumours of 
fuperftition, as an apology for th...:ir furprife 
and flight. The fragments of rock thrown 
down from the fumt'J.1it of the mountain, were 
preferved in the ch~pel of Minerva, as the 
proofs and memorials of the miraculous pro
teCtion afforded by the divin~ty upon that cri
tical occafio.1l. 

Tl-IE: army of Xerxt>s t-ntered the territqries 
of Attica t~ree ffi'}nths after they had crofTed 
the HeHefpQnt, and proceeding on their march, 

{ 

burned and plundered the cities as they ad-
vanced. The people of Peloponnefuc;, anxi ... 
ous only for their own intereft, rcfolved to 
bring all their forces within the Hlhml!s, and 
foltify themfelves by a ftrong wall from the 
one fea to the other. After fuch a bafe de
fertion of the general caufe, Athens, ready to 
be cruihed under the whole weight of the 
Perfian power, appeared on th"eve of deftruc
rion; {he owed her fafety to the ~nius of 
Themiftoc1es. This Athenian pofieaeci grea
ter and more v.lrious talents ti)an the muni
ficenbe of nature c generally allots to one tl'l¥l., 

Daringin enterprife, cool in' adion, of a fore .. 
fight like propnecy, an apprchenfion that 

feemed 
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{cemed intuitive, afld a memory, as himfelf c~ H A }t. 

confeifed, re~entive to a degree of .ram. -Ill' XVI-. 

times of danger, men natur~ly rank in their ... 
proper fphere, and great abilities mife to the 
higheil: fituations. By tpc .ucendency of hi3 
exfrJ.ordirwu'y character, fle not only influenced 
the decifions of the autes, but made the fro ... 
ward paffions of the Athenian people fubmit 
to his better judgment. 

HI: Q..ld formcrly perflladed tI!C Athenians 
to .build a fleet; pe~elvio.g now that the city 
<-ould not be defended, and.that the fea offered 
their only afylum, he tofd them~that the t~e 
W:lS come, when, for thc common'fafetyof 
Greece, they muil: fOli'ike Athens, and betake 
themfclves to thoir {hips. This advice pre..! 
fen ted nothing to the people but the mournful 
image of a total dd1:ruClion, and they cQp.ld 
not think, without trembling and horror, ot 
abandoning their antient·country, their native 
city, the temples of their gods, and the tombs 
of their an('eft~rs. As religion attached them 
to Athen~ it was requifite to difengage them 
by relig!on. Greece had already been filled 
with Oracles fa.vourable to thw defigns of The
miftodes, the meffengers fent to confult the 
thrine. of Apollo, at Delphi'; received. for an .. 
[wer, " That the city could only be {aved by 
its "liJooden rliJaJ/s." Thefe Themifrodes in-

$Crpr~ted 
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terpreted to be their 1hips, and added, (t that 
the republic lived not in its edifices, but in 

1.,.''''___ its men; and that it was not houfes or walls, 
f 

t!.H A P.· 

XVI. 

but the citizens which formed the dty." Su-
perftition, the gn 'at engine of policy among 
the antients, was eme10yed in anot!ler direc
tion. It 'was believ~d that the temple of 
Minerva, in the citadel, was guarded by a large 
-ferpent, and at every new mo~>n cakes were 
offered to this facred protector. The chief 
prieft affirmed, that the c? kes, which had r;e
ver failed. to be eaten by the hallowed ferpent,. 
now remained untouched; a proof that the 
goddefs herfelf had abandoned the city. This, 
more than the eloquence of Themiftoc1ec::. 
lRdu~ed the Athenians to forfake their beloved 
city·. 

A DECRI:r; was then paired, by which it 
was ordained, " That Athens fuould be corn
mitted to the proteaion of Minerva, their 
guardian goddefs; that all fuch inhabitants as 
were able to bear arms ihould go on ihip
bOard, and that the citizens ihould provide for 
the fafety of their wives, children and {}aves." 
The gallant and.heroic hehaviour of Cimon, 
the fon of Miltiades, on this occafion, deferves 
to be recorded. Defcended from a long line 

• Herod. lib. viii. cap. 41. 

of 
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()f ~nceftOrs, he waG one of the principal pto,;. r: H A 'p.., 

prietors ofland in the commonwealth, and had xvi. -
he b~en governed by interefted moti\res, would --
have beel1 among the laft to lbandon his coun.:. 
try. But when the proclantation was made fo 
dapart frpm Attica) CiVtdn, with a chearful 
countenance, and accoIflpanied by the principal 
youths of Athens, marched in· proceffion 
through the moft public parts of the city, i1t 
order t9 confeci'a.te their bridles (the enfigns of 
military fervice) il\ the .temple· of Minerva, 
coiweying to the people by: this religious cere-

• • mony, that now they h~d no ftrther ufe for 
land forces, and that they ought to devote 
themfelves to the new fervice which the criti .. 
cal fituation of th~ir country required. Thea 
t::1 king down one of the fhields which hung 
upon the wall, he went with his companions 
to the margin of the fea, and was the firft 
who by his example infpired his compatriots 
to venture with cdnfidence on a ftrange e1~ .. 
ment, and to ruth in a new channel to vic
tory and r~rto~n. 
HA~NG tranfported their wives, children. 

and aged parents to the ifies of Salamis, lEgina, • and the Trcezene, the Athenians began to din .... 

bark. I While they looked back upon, the de..a 
krted city, the fcene drew tears from every 

"\'OL. II. E e.,e. 
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li H A Po: eyer ~he lanlellt~tiap/s ftf thq women and 
'-XVI. ,bildren, fl'om wllomtlley had~li torn them ... 

fcl,ves.; the: howii.ngs cf the dom¢ftic aniroals 
which followed them to thew fnips."and the 
!aft l()Oks of the 0td men, who, from neceffity 
Of dlQice, remained ij}. the cj.t&d~l. W periih, 
l;o~pofed a ulournful {cene, from whfch the 
:m,ind could not bt rellloved, but by attending 
tp tlte heroic refokltion of a \\ hole people going 
into voluntary banHhment anj l~ving their 
city for q. while, that !hey l~gM pr-e1erve it for 
ever. 

WHEN all,the Ath{.nians capable of bearing 
arms had joined the ~eet at Salamis, a council 
of the commanders -was held, to decide on 
their future motions. Th~ impO.(tant quef
tiou wasagitated, " \Vhether they lhould con
tinue in the ftraits of Salamis, or advance to
wards the ifthmus of Corinth, where the 
land ... army was poiled under the command of 
CleombrQtus~ the brother of Leonidas?" The 
confederates of Peloponnefus~ whofe territo
ries lay near the ifthmus, adop\ed ~e latter 
motion, from a felfiih ck:flfe to defend tlleir re
~ive Cities. Themiftocles. who 1aw the 
~d$ of this l1~rrow PQJ.iQy, oppokd it with 
vlgolJr. . He affinu(fd, th.1.t it would be b¢,.. 

tfaying dleir country to abandon fo advantage-
S ,cus 
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QU~ ~ fttu~ti?n. asa. that. ofS¥ttt»s; ~at .~c ~ ~j 
qluttlP.g the gep.eral renc!ezvGu$, tl\e differ~l}t . ~!'.~. 
detachments were likely to forfa~<t dlecpm- . Ii 

mon cau[e; fo,me would ret:tre to ~p~ir nativ~ . . " .. 
harbours; fome court the f~~eJldlhipl and [uQ!'" 
mit to t~e.tyranny _of -feriia, and' others fe~k: 
for libcr.ty on a diftan'an~ unmQiefted ihore_:, 

MEANWHILE the Perfiall:army,advanc41g 
from Thebes) :p!Jfnt the [t>rfakcn' tOWllS of 

Thefp~re and lllatrea, and enter~ng Attica, ni.
vaged it without f;fiftanfe. ,'O,h their arriv~l 
at'Athens, ther found no thine; bu_ fil,ence and: 
folitude within the wall~ 'The citadel was"ftilI 

" . 
defended bya feeble garrifon ofpriefts and 014 
men, who [uppofil1git-to be the " wooden 
walls" of the 0 rade, confided in the divme 

, . ' ,~, 

protection. After an obftinate refiftance, it, 
was taken \>y af[aqlt; all within it werep~t to 
the fwprd, and the city confumedto allies. 

ACCORDING to He-odotus*, infonnation, 
of this event was broug-ht to the fleet, while 
the council of war was deliberating. It ftruck 
fuch an alarm: that fQllle of the commanders . . .. , . 

haftelletl to theirgallies, and hDifted their fall~ 
in ,prder to depart. Themiftodes, encourageq. 
and~~bQldened .~. ~lis fr~nd ;Mo.cfip1Wu~ 

• qb.'vm. cap. st 
preva~ed 
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a HAP, prevailed on Euribia1ies tb fwp.mon anothet 
XVJ. \ council,; there, he reprefented the importance 

r 

of prefervjng Sa.lamis, Megara, and JE,gina, 
( y 1 

which upon their departure mull: .. fall into 
the hands of the. en,emy,; the advantage of 
their prefent fituatioIt in a narrowr channel, 
where the Perfiaw cOll'd not avail thtmfelves 

? , 

of their fuperior numbers,; a.nd the certain 
&ngers they run'in withdrawing to the Co
rinthian ifl:hn?u~, where the army of .,Xerxes 
would attend the mo.tions 6lf his fleet, and the 

, wIlDIe navaf force ~e employed againfl: thtm 
in the open tea. Some of the commanden, 

c 
particularly Adimantus the Corinthian, had 
the bafenefs to objeCt to the Athenian voice in 
coun~il, as they had no longer a political ex
i1.1ence, and had no country or city to defend. 
Themiftoc\es replied with mode~tion and 
magnanimity, " that the Athenians had in
cieed left their native "foil and city, and confi
dering theif country as comprehended in their 
liberty, had l~ft themfelves nothing to fhare in 

~ h C WIth t e allies, except the COmOlOll' dangers; 
but that they had it frill in theif ptwer to 
'procure for the1(hfelves a mote happy e1ta
b1iiliqlent, they had two hundred !hips of 
war, and that if" the confederates perfill:ed 
in paying fo little regard to the Athenians, 

the, 
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they would in thd-e ihips embark. their. fa'/"'C H 1r"..JJ.. 
milies, and withdrawing from the cpnfederag, X\'J. 

repair to Siris in Italy, the, propitious {fot of--'" 
fettlemdlt pointed out to them by the Oracle:· 
This formidable argument ~onvinced or alarm-
ed Eury'~i~des; and il ~as determined by the 
majority to remain in ,the bay of S.a1amis. 

THE Perfian fieet, afte~ continuing three 
days in the ro~ of Artemifium, failed through 
the Edripus to Phalerus, the' principal port 
of Athens, whicl! lay to the ft>uth of the 
fi:rait occupied by the. ~reeks: The tleet
and army having again p)et, a c;ouncil of war 
was held to confider the propriety of attack
ing the Grecian fleet in its prefent itation. 

As the inclinatIons of Xerxes were known, 
his obfequiQw, commanders, ever ready to flat
ter the paffions of their fovereign, were una
nimous for a naval eriga~ement. Artemifia, the 
queen of Halica~na1Tus, a woman of a mafculine 
and heroic mind, who had fitted out five {hips, 
which ihe c~l11nan~ed in perfon, alone v~n
tured ~ ~pp<lfe the decifion of the king and his 
council. She reprefented the fuperiority of 
the Greeks in naval affairs, 3tl1d the advantages 
of their prefent fituation;. advifed Xeaxes to. 
avoid oifeniive meafures at fea, and profecute 
them by land; ftated to liim the impoffib.iJity 

E 3 that 
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'C-g A P. that fouf h\:mdted iliips cx;uld lo~g he fupplied 

XVI. With proVi6ons fromthe l5afren territory of Sa-
p lamis, where they nad no maga.zines; and ju

dicioully remarked, that When rieceffity drov~ 
them ~ their r~fp~ttive' ports, ,~e might 
without difficulty ma.ke;himferf mafter of an 
Greece. 

f THE Perfiah IlCIQnarch 111Ut :!lis ears againft 
thefe faiutary councils, as he '\:'ainly in:;tagined 
that the ,Greeks coui~ mak; only a feebl~ and 
ineffectual wefifia'nce. Accordingly it wa~ 
'agreed to atta~k the enemy next morning. 

THEMISTO't'LES, frill apprehenfive of the 
defeCtion offome-ofhis countrymen,{ent a con
fidential meffenger to the Pe~fian fleet. Having 
obtained admiffion to the prefence of Xerxes, he 
declared that he was fent by the Ahtenian ad
miral, who was defirous. of revolting to the 
Perfians, to give an aGcount of the d'iiTentions 
among t11e Grecian commanders, and of their 
intended purpofe to make their dcape during 
the· darknefs of the night; add&g, ," that an 
opportunity now offered, by interceptillg their 
flight, of deftroying at once the whole Gre
cian fleet." Th<f ftratagem "&s r~ccefsful; 
that very night t~e 'Peffian fleet began to 
move, and formed a. femicircle from the point 
of Salamis to the port 6f Munys;hia, and the 

little 
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little Uland Pfyttalea was wfilled with Pe~fian'c H ~~~ 
infantry, to extirpate the Nmaapt of the XVI. 
Greeks, who, after the ~t of their fleet, ---• 
might i:!ek that afylum . 
• THE fir:ft infonnatioll ot this arrangement 

was brq~ght by Arifii<fes, who, ekaping in a 
{mall ve1fel, through the midGJe o~ the Perfian 
fleet, arri:v~d at Salamis froq1 iEgina, and for
getting every tJ-ling but the good of his countrY, 
rotnInunicated the important· intelligence to 
Themiftocles. Prrvate animofitie~\nd political 
di1Tenfions were now 1u~nde~; antient. en
mity was converted int'O gener.ous emulation; 
and there hef'Olc-rivals now only vied with each 
.other in promoting the common intereft of 
Gree-ce. Arifiiaes accompanied Themifto~les 
to the council of war, which was then 6. tting, 
and delivered his intelligence in perfon. The 
truth of his informa~n was [00n contirmed 
by the arrival of 11. veffel from the iiland of 
Tenos. The confederate'S, perceiving that 
they were i!0w 1urrounded, made; virtue of • 
neceiity, and prepared to fight, as it was im-
practicahle to e[C'ape. 

THE Pe~ .fleet, conlHting af 1200 tri
remes;'tlifplayed the ·navd force of n!ore than 
half the known world; amidft a crowd of . . 
uncouth and barbarous names, it Contained the 

E 4 moil: 
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~Ji A p •. m.,A: t1ci.lful and renow~ of maritime na~ 
X'-:I. twAs~, and. tilongh inferior in the fize ant\ 

ftrud:ure of the vFlrels, exce~ed in numbers 
of men any naval armament of al'ftient or 
modern times. 

SIN CE the retreat· .fj:om Artemifl ~m, th¢ 
Gre6an fleet had heen confiderably reinforced, 

",' 

and nowamounte4 to three hundred and eighty 
tf~er.nes. ~ 

THE naval e,rtgagements of the antients 
~re very d}fferent ffom ours. Their gallies, 
.. lW!y~ light, (howevet: large, and worked by 
their oars alon~, could form in very clore order, 
and move in narrow [eas. As their principal 
engine of offence w,as a !l;rong beak; of irou 
or brafs, proje~ing from die prow, the fai
lors always en,deavoured to keep the head of 
the veiTel to the enemy. The chief objea ip. 
naval combats was eit~~r to bring the prow of 
~he'ir gallies to beat directly \Ipon the enemies 
broadfide, by which a veffel was often funk, 
or by an oblique impulfe ~o dafh~way fome of 
its oars, by which it became unmanageable. 
Hence the importance of oars iU"attion, by 
which alone attacks could be made or avoided 
in every- direCtion. Variolli> kinds of miffile 

• 
weapons were ufed, but, except when the at-
tack with the beak "ft;1cceded, an engageme'pt 
fe1<,iom ~minated without boardfng. 
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A Tu. .. ¢awn'of day bow ~~s"wef~' ~ c- It l\~ .. ~ 
ranged in theorder of battle; :.'The.Atneniarr: XV~, . 

line· on the right was oppofe4 to ·the Pbc.ehi"'l~' . . .'~, 
cia~ fqu&rtron; the Lacedren:ionians on the l~tj 
to the Ionian divifioq. WHen the fun ~arGfe~ 
1:he tru~p~ts' foundei: faqed' h,ymns' an<f 
preans were fung, and the GreciC\nc?mmanders 

• 
endeavoured· by all means tq rcufe that [pir!t 
and vigour in tl}eir fleet which their t~<;i, an4 
fiuCluadng councils had tended to deftroy. As 
nothingefcaped the-vigilahce of T~eniiftoc~ 
4e delayed the attack tijl .the regul~ bte~ 
beg~n t9 blow, Vi'hich was adverfe to, the en .. 
Ply. Soon as this wind arofe the fignal :was 
given for batde. T~e attack was vigorous 
llnd formidable Qnobothfides. The Peruan~ 
~onfident iq numbers, andcon(cious that t!ley 
aCted under the eyes of the GrCil-t King; 
fought with more obft~~ate bravery,~n~ dU", 
played a more fpir\ted refiftance than on any 
former occafion; but the w~nd was unfavourable' 
to their vail: and unwieldy$ips; there was noe 
fufficier..t tpace to bring: their whole fleet into· 
~ction,and the ~umber 9f ~heir veffe1s fenTed 
pnly to embarr;tfs tb:em' in a carrow fl!a. 0 n 

, the 44e ,of the Grecians t~emait- fteil4iy dif
~jpline, waspreferved;' every movement was 
~ondu~e~ With order and regu~arity;., becau1b 

~\\ 
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C H A it. alt Wilt under the clired:ion of one com. 
xvi. ·mander. , 

BUT among tJ-te wrious na.tions which com. 
pofed the Pedian fleet, commanded~y rutfer
ent officers, littl€1 ve,fed in na,'al' aif.urs, even 

• • • p 

their courage and eathuflafm contributed t6 

inoreafe We confu4ion and diforder. While 
!be Athenians 3(ud iEginetans haJ broke the 
Perfian line, the galhes out pi action, which 
prdfed (t~ its Cuppott, ran foul of tneir OWft 

\fleet, {wept off the oan, and dam~ged the hulls 
o£ the PerfJ,an lhi~5.. A lcene of havoc and 
'tieftruttion foon followed; and the lea itfdf, 
fays the d1'amatic hiftorian, (who diftinguithed 
~imfelf on the day 0f Salamis, and who llnited 
the warrior's wreath with the poet's garland) 
became almaft invifible from the fragments of 
wrecks and the floatirrg bodies with which it was 
"Covered. On the kft wing, the Lacedalmo
nians and Pdoponnefians completed the vic
t-ory. Many of the Afiatic Greeks, attached 
to the country of their anceft~s, and remem
beI?ing the advice of Themiftocle~ etther de ... 
dined engaging, or revolted to their country
men; fome of their gallies were taken, the 
remainder were fllnk or plIt j to ffight. Among 
thofe who periihe~ on this occatton were many 
perfonS' of high nnk, who fou~ht by their ex-

ploits 
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plaits t&llj,routt the favour bf a mofi\1~h whe C R i. ... 
beheld the icene of action. Forty Greciail: XVI. 

~11ies are {aid to have Dee. deftroyed; but 1 : 1 nr ... 

the crew: were either tak.en up by other {hips 
of. their ~'eet, or: faved ."th~felves by fwim-
ming to .the neighbouring iliore of Salami~. 
Ariftides, with a detatchment of 4thenians, 
landed on the Ifle of Pfyttalta, where a bod1-
of Perfian troops had been pofted to receive, as . -they expetted, the feeble .remains of tire Gre. 
dah £Itet. The dreeks, Bullied' VJit'h rue
ce[s, attacked their aihmi!h~d foeSt; and Xe17e~ 
beheld from his throne the flower of his in
fantry cut off, furrounded with an imrnente 
army which could. 2.trord them no relief. 

AMONG thore who efcaped in this fatal en ... 
gagement was Artemifia, the Halicarnafiia1i 
queen. After difplaying a more than mafcu
line cou'rage during the a!l:ion,and being among 
the laft that fled, ilie fouhd herfelf wartnly 
purfued by an Athenian galley, commanded by 
Amenias, brotller to the poet iEfchylus. In 
t11is extremity, with all the promptitude of 
female invention, the attacked the neareft Per ... 
fian ve1feI, ~ommanded by bamafithymus, a 
prince of Calyn'da in Lycia, With wh<fm fhe 
was in terms of hoftility. • The 'f'troke of her 
gal1'ey waS io well aimed, ana fo violent~ thit 

the 
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C HAP. al\ ~M under tM di~clion of one com· 
X"'I. 'mander~ 

BUT among ~e ~rious Mtions which com. 
poCed the Perfittn fleet, commal1;ded-by dlffet
ent offic«s, little've,fed In naval affaIrs, eveft 
their courage and e"alhutla(m c~tributed to 
iooreafe we confunon and diforder. While • 
the Athenians a.nd lEgii\etans had broke the 
Perfian line, the galhes out ~f attiolf, which 
prdred to its (upp0rt, ran foul of tneir own 
fleet, f~ept off the oarE, ar\d damaged the hulls 
>o£. the PerfJ,ao 1hips.. A {cene of havoc and 
deftruttion foon followed, and the Ita itfelf, 
fays the dramatic hiftorian, (who diftinguilhcd 
,birhfelf on the day '(1)f Salamis, and who united 
the warrior's wf'Cath with the poet's garland) 
became almoft invifible from the fragments of 
wrecks an.d the floating bodies with which it was 
'Covered. On the lC(tt wing, the Laceda::mo
f!ians and Peloponnefians completed the vic
tory. Many of the Afiatic Greeks, attached 
to the country of their ancefi:dts, and remem
bering the advice of Themi:fl:ocle~ either de .. 
dined engaging, or revolted to their country
men; fome of their gallies were taken, the 
.romdnder were funk or put to ffight. Among 
thofe who peri1he~ on this occafion were many 
perfons of high rank, who fou~ht by theiJl ex-

ploits 
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J>loits ~~'t:outt the favonr of a tnOfta1<ch who C H A." 
beheld the fcene of action. Forty Gred.' xv," 
15c1Uies are faid to have Dee. deflroyed j i>ut ., ~ 
the crew; were either take'rl ,up by other (hips 
of. their ¢eet, or fa.ved .'themfelves by fwim .. 
ming to .the neighbouring 1hoce of Salam~. 
Ariftides, with a detatchment of -Athenians. 
landed on the HIe of Pfyttalta, where a bod): 
of Perfian troops had been pofted to receive, ~ 
they expe8:ed, the feeble ,remains of tite Gre-
dab fll!et. The dreeks, fluilied with 1UC-

cefs, anacked their aftoni!hM foes.; -and Xeaes 
beheld from 'his throne the flower of his in-
fantry cut off, furroo.nded with an intblente 
army which could. alford t1lehl no relief. 

AMONG thole who efcaped in this fatal en
gagement was ArtemiiIa, the Halicamaffiat\ 
queen. After difplaying a more than mafcu
line courage during the afiion, and being among 
the laft that fled, {he fouhd herfelf wartnly 
purfued by an Athenian ganey, commanded 'by 
Amenias, brotfler to the poet iEfchylus. In 
this ex!remity, with all the promptitude of 
fema1e invention, the attacked the neareft 'Per ... 
fian veifel, commanded by bamafithymus, a 
princT of Calynda in Lyd&, With whcfm the 
was In t1f,Illlt of hoftility. • The ftroke of hc;r 
gallty was fo lveH aimed, ana fo violent, that 

the 
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C H A.l".'th.c, Lycian veffel was infre.ntly buried in 
XVI. "the wavefi. Amenias, deceiveu by this iha .. 

• ". $i, tagem, defifred [fom t1;le purfuit~ and the queen 
pf Halicarnaffus efcaped. 

THE important and decifive battle of Sala
mis clifconcerted the'" founcils, ana deranged 
the meafures of the Perfian monarch. No .' -harbour was at hand, capable of proteCting the 
!hattered and difpirited, but {ti~l refpeetable re
mains of the fleet. On the night after the 
engagement, it was ordered to fail for tqe Hel
le(pont. Tpe Gree,ks, who expeCled a re
newal of the action,~on the following morn .. 
ing~ found that they had no enemy to en .... 
counter. The Per1ian army difappr.ared al
m,ofi ~s fl,lddenly as t~eir fleet; In danger of 
~riihing for wan.t of provifiol1s, they retreated 
to tl1e wealthy and hofpitable province of 
Bceotia, and thence nprched into The1faly. 

FROM the momen~ of defeat, Xerxes me .. 
ditated to return with all poffible expedition 
into Afia. :perhaps t~e puni4hment of the 
{\thenians, hy the deftruCtion of th{"il~)capital, 
with the fubjeCtion of fo many Gr~ian ftates, 
~ight be regardt1d as a recompence, or held as 
an a~logy for fu.ch an expqlfive armament 
tlnd extraordinary expedition. His courtier~ 
p1ight fuggeft to him, that he did not come to 

Gryec~ 
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Greece to cqmba;t againft the winds a~ the c. H .. ~ ~ 
waV~$; and· might impute his inferiority "at, Xyi.; 
fea to an armament compared of -his con- f. 

que red fw-bjed:s; they'might repretent to 
him, that the valour-of the ierfians had m.ade 
him mafte& of Athens, ~d that he had- fent 
its moil precious (poift to the provincesliof 
Ana; they might perfuade him that, hav:ing 
obtained the great objeCt of His ambition, he-
might r~turn tel an empire, wh?fe affairs re .. 
quired his prefence,.and leave to his !enerats 
th~· farther execution of l~s plans, 'and th~ 
completion of his conqu~fts. 

THREE hundr'cd thoufand men were feled .. 
cd from the army, and cOI:Q1Ditted to Mardo ... 
nius, to effect the conq,ueft: ot Greece. Of 
thefe fixty thoufand well appointed to march 
a') a guard to the royal perCon, as far as the 
IIellefpont. Proper provifion was maqe for 
thefe, as they wde neceifary to the pomp and 
the fafety of Xerxes; but I the innumerable 
multitudes of various nations, which followed 
the retreat of ~he monarch, fuftered beyond 
de[criptron during their march" which lafted 
forty-five days. After living.by plund~r from 
{j·icnds and fQ~;J they were cOmpelled "to eat 

~ . 
the herbs of the field, and "even the bark and 
bvei. of ,ree~ Dyfenterie .. and the pefti1enc~ 

\ . d carne 
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carrieQ off' the mjfe~Dle relics whicb famine 
had fpared, and when Xerxes reafhed the Hel .. 

'!I!P_!!"'l!~. - ~fpontJ rfcarcely a remnanf was left of the 
myriads who a ~w nl>nths before ~ march-:
ed under his c~ffiJ;lland. The bridges had 
~ 4t;ftroyed by a.~recent tpmpefl, and the 
violence of the curren:; but the fle~t was ar
rived. The Gre~t King, whofi~ armies had 
lately covered the land, and whofe fleets had 
darkened the ocean, emba.rked wit~ a finall 
retinue in a Phre\,lician( galley, and having 
c:roffed the ftraits, endcavoureti to forget -his 
nTisfortunesr by pfurfging into the moll: feh. 
[ual and criminal pleafures at &ardis *. · 

Herod. li\J:vjii. cap. 100, I141 u6. 

CIIAP.. 
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FfV»iI the JJMt/~~tif SAl.AJ'fn to the OOllCluji« 
of·the PBRIiAN War. . . 

T, ".: HJj: viCtory. at ~s- was t.he mQS1. c ¥ A~. 
. . important. 4IJ4 deClfive whICh the XVII: 
Greek$liad~vu oh~ained 0r~r the 'P~.tfi~$. .ill. .1 ., 

the iirftll}~~s,o.r triumpQit, it was propo(ai 
tQ pllrf~e the,J>erfi,an fleet to the HellefpOflf, 
and at one; 1)Jo:w, 'to. <;fU1h;~h.e naval powerQ£ 
the empire,. This deugu,J chiefly fupported 
hy the Athenians,. was abandoned, arid the 
maritime fo.rce ofGreece~mployed agaillft 
thoft( ifla,nders who had forfaken the caufeCif 
their co~n\ry, a.nd attached themfelve$ to. tht: 
Pedians. Fwm them it was determin.ed to . . . ~. '. " 

exaCt; DJle$ ~Q de{ray in :p~t the expenc~$of 
the war.. 

TI:JEMISTo01-ts, whqfe great talents as a, 
c<tnl~er an4··a ftaieWtan ,were fulliai by 
avadc~ . rai(~d heavy cqntri~ti9ns 'ullktjOWJl 
to. the Qther ~~~~'(~'&ild;lDP1i.eddieJP. to. 
his own private emolument: The Andrians . 
alone ha!,jng\~:~\l{ed to. comply with thefe 

exactions" 
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C H A r. exaetions, their capital was befi.egeCt, but with;; 
XVII •• odt effe~, and the fleet returned to Salamis. 

THE approach of winter reftorcd a tran
,quillity to the Greeks, of which c;thcy had 
been long bereawd., Agreeable to the piety 
of antient times, th~moft valaablecMticles.of 
the fpoil were (eleCted,£and offered to-the gods, 
theit propitious though invifible proteCtors; 
-the remainder ,vas diftributed in the fleet and 
army. By an antient and eilitblifhed cuftom, 
it was then to be ckcideq, to whom the firft 
and fecond honors were due for military and 
naval merit! On' this occafion aU affumed 
the firft rank to themfelves, but a l!-rge ma
jority; affigned the fecond to Themi1rocles *. 
This indireCt but obvious preference given to 
tpe Athenian commander, was confirmed by 
the general voice of the people, and the jy.dg
ment of Sparta. The Lacedremonians 'Could 
not refufe the firfr 'Donours fQr courage and 
condua to their own admiral, who had been 
commandi!r in chief; but they invented a new 
kind of reward for the Athenian ~otnmander ; 
adjudging to him. the prize of wifdom aa.i, 
maritime [kill, aid therefore beftowed on each 
the konourable mark of diftindion, the oave 

• Herod. lib. viii. cap. 23-
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(;rown~', 'fhem.iftodes was;alfo~ented with .ca,'A:f,!'. 
arm.gni6c-erit, cha;riot; and·atltis departhre X~<il; 
from Lacedremon waS efcortedito4tfie'froh~ier' 
by three.hundredSpartans &f the n~;,¥ 
lies; an honour, fays Hel'oot>tus, neV'er palS ~(,) 
ally ott6- ftranger*. " 

AFTtR the departure of Xerxes into.Afia, 
the Perfian fleet wintered in, the ports of Sa .. 
mos and Cumre. Oil the'approach of fpring', 
the whDle atreJlbled at Samos, . and remained 
,there', to hold the £oa1ts· of Alia and Thtace 

• 
in fubjeaion,"~s the recJ!tV "vi&oryat Sala'!Ii~ 
had removed that awe and terror with which 
the power 'Of the Great King had. formerly 

'imprcff'ed the ndghbouri.ng realms. 
AT this timealfo, Mardonius prepared ,to 

take' the field ,vith three' hundred thoufand 
rri~; the flower; of that army which Xerxes 
had cbnduCl:ed;into'Greece, and wHich was 
increafedill firength'by, the.Q.iminution of its 
fuperfluou,s'ilUmt>ers. Seriftble that the Athe-

, niarts'were' th, .prime ,movers 6f the confed~
racy, \nd' that:their rimritime power' was a , 
~rincipal fuppott of their lind forces, he at
tempted'''tti 4etach them'froA! the Gl'ecian al
lhnce 7 witt:1yJudging, that' if thisoo.ld be 

Lib. viii. ~ap. U.f.. 
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~ J{ A P.· done, the Perftan fleet would obtain a decided 
XV'fI. lltperioritr,2nd the Great King remain ma-fte:r 

both by rea and land. With this view he {ent 
Alexander king of Macedon as his ambaiTador 
to the Athenian ~public. That prince, a de
fcendant of Hercules; was connecte"-ith the 
Athenians by the {acre~ ties of hereditary hoC. 
J>l"titity. (Though he was now a Perfian tri
hutary, he had 1hewn himfelf, as far as his fi
tuation would permit, friendly to the Grecian 
caufe. .. He was therefore weIr receivoed at 
Athens, though h~ commiffion wa-s unwel-

I ( 

come. But as the news of his arrival quickly 
fpread through Greece, and alarmed the jea
loufyof the confederated frates, particularly 
of the Lacedremonians, the Athenians, ,vhofe 
enlightened policy at this period feetrts to 
have been equal to their fpint and valour,~de
layed his public audiimce before the a1fembly 
of the people till ambaffadors arrived frotn 
Sparta. 

UPON their arrival the JVlblic affembly 
,vas con ventd, And Alexander adare«ed them 
in the fimple f)ut energetic ftile cJ antiefttA 
eloquence. "Athenians, thus faith Mardo
nius~ the commands of the king are coine to 
me in thefe words: 1 forgive the Athenians 
(1// tbeir qffenc(S ftgai'nflllle. Now therefore~ 

Mardlnius. 
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Mardo~s:+thlU do; rejiore to th~ all theiller.. . C H 4. p. 

rit()ries~ tmd add whatever themfll'l.l8s fhalt chUje,· .xv ... u; 
leaving them to be govenzed by tbeir Q'1IJlI laws .; 
and if th" will enter into an 'alliance 'With tpe~ 
rebuild all the temples wh!clft.flhave been burnet/ .. 
Such ar&.die commands. of the King. From . ~ 
myfelf I "thus addrefs you: What can prompt 
you, 0 Atheniam., to perfift. in ma~ing f,V~ 
againft a monarch whom you can never con-· 
queI', nQr 10n,g tefift r To you even the army 
under my command-is formidaJ>1e; lhduld,that 
be -defeated, which you haye no reafo,n to e~
peet, a greater force will ~ fent' ag~nft you. 
As a friend I intreat you not to expofe your 
country to danger or deftruCtion for a vain 
conteil: with the King, but to feize this fa
vourable opportunity of terminating hqftili
ties by an hono.rable and ~flnanellt peace. 
:enjoy your freedom, and let there be a fair 
and friendly alliance f>etween us. Thefe 
things, 0 At~en.nSt I have {poke to you by 
the coIlltlland of Mardonius. In my own . ' 
name, and from my fmwe f~adihip for you, 
which ~y pafl: conduct uniformly proves, I 
befeech yO\\ to accept qf ,th. terms "propofed 
by ~rdonius J tor I fe~ the impoffibili.ty of 
your long contsmding ~inft a kipg, whofe 
arm i. of ~ble length, and whofe 

F ~ power 
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C H A' P po.wer is irrefiftible. Let t~e fituation of 
XVII. your couQ.try admonilh you, which is .firft ex-

.. pofed to invafion; nor reckon it an inferior . ~ 

honour, that you alone of all the Greeks are 
{elected by the d1-ea.t King to be his friends 
Jl.nd allies." I. 

WHE~ the king of Macedonia nad con
~ld!ed his difcolll-fe, the chief of the Spartan 
ambaff'adors began: "The, Lacedremonians 
have fent us to requefi: that you will. not lofe 
6ght ot the intereft of Qreec~, nor liften to 
any propof~l from tJle barbarian. Such con
duct would be unjuft and perfidious in, any 
Grecian ftate, and moft of all unbecoming 
you. This war, which Greece now feels in 
every part, was origin~lly undertaken on 
your account. And {ball the Athenians, 
who' from antient times have diftinguillied 

1l • 

themfelves from tpe reft of mankind, "by 
punifhing tyrants, and afferting the liber
ties of others, become the authors of flavery 
to Greece. We fympathife (in your calami
ties, in the ruin of 'your city, and tpe 10fs cf 
your harvefts for two feafol1s ; but we, and the 
other confederttes, are defirous of makino- you 

, 0 

repdration, and y .. m fupport your families 
during the. continua.nce of the war. Let not 
therefore Alexander the Macedonian -perfuade 

( 

. you 
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you by fpccio\ls words to defert the common. C H .1\ P. 
intereft of Greece; A tyrapt hkhfelt he xvu .. 

B .. 
fupports the meafures of a wrant. ut you 
know, A'henians, that to tyfants and barba-
rians truth and jufiice ar~ unknown • 

. AF"fE; a ihort delibe;ation, Arifiides, whot 
was principal Archun, and prefided.in th~ af
fcmbly, delivered, in the name"of the Athenian. 
people, the follctwing anfwer to the ambaifa
dor of Mardollius; " We. are acquainted with 
the power of the I'erfian empire, and of its 
vafi fuperiority to Athens. -With .thefe, the~
fore, it was unlleceffary as well \is cruel to 
infult us. Yet to the defender~ of liberty and 
independence no power is fuperior. Return 
then, and tell Mardonius, that while that lu
minary (pointing to the fun) pnr[ues his 
cour[e through the heavens, there ihall neither 
be alliance nor peace with Xerxes; but that, 
aided by thofe gods and heroes whofe temples 
he has burned, and whofe images he h:as de
Aroyed, we trltJ]: effectually to refill: every ef
fort of -his power. For yourfelf, come no 
more to the Athenians with ftlch diihonour-• ;1ble propofals, left we 1hould forget that you 
are our friend, and united with us by the 
facred bonds of antient alliance and hofpi .. 
!alit'f. " 

F3 THE 
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XVII • 

A VIEW O'r 

THE reply to the Lacedrembnians was in 
the high tone of offended merit. "Y OUf ap

... --- prehenfion that we fhould accept th~ alliance 
of the Great KiThg has perhaps too {hong a 
foundation in the ge,neral praCtice .. of man
kind; but after fo m!ny and fuch. ftriking 
prOQfs as you have had of Athenian patriotifm 
and magnanimity, fuch a fufpicioll becomes 
as difhonourable as it is unjt61:. Not all the 
treafures of the Gre~t King, nor the poffeffion 
of the fineft country upon earth, lhall ever 
feduce us to'aid th~ Perfian arms in conquer .. 
ing and entlaving Greece. 

" THE temples and altars of the gods whIch 
have been plundered and profaned; our city 
which is in allies, and the tombs of our an
ceftors which have been violated, call upon us 
for vengeance. We have alfo to avenge the 
caufe of our allies, lIvho are united to us by 
the indiffoluble ties of defcent, religion, lan
guage, and manners; and be affured, that the 
laft furviving Athenian will ftJhrn the barba
rian alliance. Your kind offers to otLr fami
lies we gratefuIlj acknowledge; but their fu
ture Jlrovifion we now take upon ourfelves. 
All that we require of you is, to rival us in 
aCtivity and refolution. Your army muil march, , 
without delay. The ~arb~riaI]., as {oon as he 

18 
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is informed t,hat we hav~ rejeCted his propo-. C HAP. 

fals, will again invade Attica. Let us there.! leVU. 

fore move with all expedition to Bceotia, and 
check hIs progrefs." , 

THE dignity and magnanimity of the A
thenian teaders on t~it occafion is equal to 
any thi~g which hiftory records} but the 
conduCt of the allies, particltllarly of the La
cedremonians, ~ no means correfponded to this 
enthufi"afm of public fpirit. In a few weeks 
Mardonius, according to the con j~cture of 
Ariftides, followed the.tOO of. Xerxes, a,pd. 
marched into Breotia; but the: AtPenians 
looked in vain for the promifed arrival of 
their Spartan auxiliaries. ~o meafures were 
taken by thcir ungrateful and perfidious allies 
for the defence of Attica. 

THUS deferted by the confederates, the 
Athenians were compeVed a fecond time to 
abandon their country. Scarcely had they 
depofited their valuable effeCts in Salamis, 
when Mard~us invaded Attica, and took pof
feffion..of Athens. This appeared a favourable 
opportunity to the Perfian general for once 
more attempting to feduce tl!e Athenians to an 
alliance with Xerxes, while their minch; were 
actuated with rtfentment againft the confede
ra~s, who had abandoned and betrayed them. 

F 4 He 
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C II A P. jI& therefore rent an ambaffador to Salamis, 
XVII. offering t1~e fame terms which had formerly 

been propofed b)f the prince of Macedonia. 
When the objeCt pf his embaiTy was

e 
laid be

fore the councrl of', five hundred. Lycidas 
alone judged it worthY'-Jf attention, j}.nd pro
pofed that. it {bould be referred to an affembly 
"r the people. 'This circumftance being di
vulged to the people, Lycidas/ on quitting the 
council,. feU a [acrifice to patriotic enthu
fiafm: he was ftoned to d~ath. The widc')w 
ai'fd children of diisfJunhappy man were de
voted to a like fate, by the momentary fi-cnzy 
of the Athenian women *. 

BUT in the midft of this popular ferment 
and outrage the law of nations was refpeCted, 
and the ambaffador was difmiffed without fuf
fering any infult. 

AMBASSADORS haJ been fent from Athens, 
with others from Platrea and Megara, to re
monftrau::: with the Lacedremonians on the 
1hameful negleCt of their engagements. In
attentive to the danger of the Atheniafts, they 
were entirely en-iaged in defending the entry 
of the Peloponnefus, and building a wall crofs 
the Cor~nthian ifthmus, to prevent the enemy 

• Herod. lib. ix. cap. 5, 
-

from 
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from approaching by that quarter. The d~ ... C HAP. 

puties upbraided them for their bafe.and un- • xvn. 
grateful conduCt; and contrafted the treachery • and pufilllnimity of Sparta lith the vigQur 
and truly patriotic fpirit. of the Atllenians. 

• • Overcome at laft by t;l1e remonftranc.,:q and 
reproache~ of their own allies, fhe .Laced:E
moniam determined to take the field. Five 
thoufand Spartaf\i, accompanied by thirty-five' 
thoufand' Helots, were ordered to march in the 
filelice of the night, under the co~and uf 

" Paufania'), regent during. t_ mirwrity of t~ 
young prince .()f Sparta. Next morning" 
when the Athenian deputies came to make 
their final complaint, they were furprifed to 
hear that the Laced:rmonian army was aJ.
ready on its march to. meet the P<::1l1..lfl'l. 

W HI L E Mardonius had any hopes of con
ciliating the alliance of. the Athenians, he 
carefully [pared their city and their territo
ries; but when he found it impoffible to de
tach them frmll' the Grecian confederacy, he 
again laid wafte their country, and fet fire to 
their cities, [0 that every thing which had ef
<:aped the fury ()f the firil.: in"afion was now 
totally dellroyed. Having been fecretl), in
formed by the Argives, that the Peloponne
fian/\ Were in motion, he marched in to Breo-

tia, 
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C H A p~ tia, an open and fiat country, commodious for 
"VII. the atHoo of his cavalry, and for drawing up 

his numerous a,rmy'in battle array. He ex-
.. ~ (.1 

tended his camp fur many miles along the 
banks of .LE(opus, from. the Theb,an town, of 
Erythr::ea, t? the boundaries of th~ Platreans. 
The combined army of the Greeks, com
manded by Pallfanias and Arifiides, followed 
him thither, and pofted theIl'&felves .1t the foot 
of Mount Cytherqn, direfrly oppofite to the 
Perfians, the river fEfopus flowing between 
the hoftile .camps". 

TUE Perfian army under Mardonius con
fifted of three hundred thoufand men, the 
braveft and beft difciplined of thofe myriads 
which had followed Xerxes. 

The Grecian heavy armed troops, confift
ing of free citizens, amounted to about thirty
nine tnoufand; the flight armed troops were 
the thirty...five thoufand Helot~, and nearly an 
equal number of flaves', who -attended the 
other divifions of the army; '-the whole, in
duding the :rhefpians,. who w~ iPregularly 
armed,' amt&nted to an hundred and ten thou-

ft' ( 

{and. Herodotus makes no rpention of ca-
valry in the Grecian army. 

TllE objeCt of Mardoniu~ was to ,draw the 
Grecian troops into the champaign C(i)up.tq ; 

where. 
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where, through the ftrength of his. cavalry, .C H A f 

which has always been the chief reliance of XV It • . \ 
Afiatic f~rces, he promfcd pimfeIf an eafy 
as well as certain victory., But Paufanias 
would notmove from 4.is advantageous po
fition. .The Perfian· commander therefore - , 
ordered Mafiftius, his general of thli cavalry, 
to harrafs the Grecian army, ~nd, if he could. 
find an opportu1'!ity, to attempt an impreffion. 
The M~garians were ens.:amped on.a plain, 
and pofted on the "fide the moil: expofed to 
the cavalry. Mafiftius ·at'ta.cked them, anti 
was for a while refifted with vigour. Wearied 
out at lail: by repeated attacks, and the con
tinual acceffion of freib troops, their leaders 
fent a meffenger to «I Paufanias, announcing 
their diftrefs, and intimating their rt:folution 
to abandon a poft which they could no longer 
defend. Pauf~nias was tmwilling ro iifue or
ders on fuch an alarming occafien, but ex
prelfed a deiire that volunteers could be found, 
who would ex&ange fituations with the Me
garians.- Tne amiy was filent~~ The Athe
nians alone, with that magnanimity they had 

~ -
all along difpla1ed, fpontaneouflyoffend their 
Cervices on this critical emergency. three 
hundred heavy armed foot, with a large pro
portion of archers and pikemen, were [en t to 

occupy 
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G a A p'. oc;cupy this important poft. Mafifiius at ... 
XVII. ' tacked them with his cavalry, but feund his 

~' detachment unexpeCtedly harratfed by the 
( :II f' 

Athenian archets, and warmly received by 
the heavy aqncd faot. DUrIng the engag~
ment, the horfe of .M:.diftius, beinge wounded 
by an arr.ow,' threw him on the groulld. His 
armour, which {covered the whole body, like 
that of the knights in the tines of chivalry, 
long refiil:ed the 'weapons of the enemy, but .. ( 

he was at laft pierced in the eye by a javelin 
.lvpich penetrated c tl<' the brain. A dreldful 
,conflict enfued around the body of the dead. 
The Athenians began to give way, aftf"r ~av-
ing {o long reiificd the whole ftrcngth of thl; 
Pedian cavalry; but being opportunely rein 
forced from the main army, they at laft ob
tained potfeffion of the body, and put the 
Perfiam. to flight. 

THE unwelcome tidings or the defeat of 
" the cavalry, and the death of Mafiftius, were 

received; by the general anck his attendants 
with tears, and aU the violent emQtions of 
Afiatic farrow; and the loud lamentations of 
the whole armtdeplored the premature fate of 
one <of the braveft of the Perfian nobles. Tp 
the Greeks however this event was an objeCt of 
no {mall eXultation. They were now taug~t by 

expenence 
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experience how to refifi the formidable c~ c H 4)~' 
valryof Afia; and the body of M:fiftius, a • xvu. 
perfonage high in rank and eftimation among ; 611' 
the Perf~ns, and fecond in c~mmand to Mar-
donius, carried in triumph tliro~gh the camp. 
was an a"imating fpecacle to foldiers who 
had fdt His valour, and dreaded 41is fuccefs. 

As the enemy, by their archers and cavalry, 
commandt!d bot~ fides of the lEfopus, the dif-· 
ficulty 0f procuring frefh W'lter compelled 
the, Greeks to abandon a fituation which was 
otherwife advantageous .• They marched alon~ 
the foot of Mount Cytheron, and arrived at 
a plain within th~ Plat:I!an territory, near the 
fountain Gargaphia. 

IN this fituation diii'entions were likely to 
arl.fe betw('en the Athenians and Tegeans, con
cerning precedency in the line of battle. The 
Spartans, who had for a l~ngth of tin].e been the 
leading peoplel"of Greece, had the command of 
the right wing as their unqueftioned privilege. 
The Tegeans, ~ho had long been deemed the 
bravefi: foldiers in Arcadia, claimed the com
mand of tJle left, as their poft byantient pre
fcription; and though the fame as :well as me
rits of the Athenians were infinitely [uperior, 
no cuftom had eftablifhed their fuperiority. 
The difpute was brought before an affembly 

. of 
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. C; ~ .4 p,. of the COl;lllll1Ulders. The Te~'ns ~nforced 
XVIi. ' .their claim in a ftudied harangue, fupporting it 

f, by recitiiig the gallant 3Ctions of their ancef
tors, and appedill8 to the Lace~onians, 
whofe divition in their favour they thought 
themfelves entitled 'to expeCt. It was an
fwered on the fide of 'the Athenian.s: "The 
G»eeks ate atrellloled here, not to difpute about . . 

,the poft of honour, but to fight the barbanans. 
Were we difp~fed to boaft \)f the ~luftrious 
deed& performed by our . ance.fi:ors, we could 
find more honourable vouchers in antiquity 

<"than the Arcadillls 'nave produced; l~ut while 
we maintain their renown; we have 'Our own 
to fupport ... 

" LET the field of Marathon bear witnefs to 
Greece, and to the world, that we have not 
degenerated from the fpirit or the glo!"y of 
our anceftors. There, unaffifted and alane, 
we fougln and !Cony, uered in t).l.e caufe of the 
whole Gr~ian community, and ereCted a tro
phy over the numerous army of the Great 
King. This viCtory, had we do others to enu
merate, enti~les us to a higher rank. than the 
Tegeans. B\l! this is not ~,tinl~ for contefts 
of !his kind: place us, Q Sp~tans! where 
you pleafe, there we will behave like brave 
men, eqgaged in the common caufe of 
Greece." 

AT 
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AT tne conclufion of this addre!s, the La... C,It ... l. 
cedremonians cried out with one voice, "That . "vd~ 
the Ath~ians were more worthy than the 4 ¢ 

Arcadians,and entitled to the {eoft of honour. " 
AF T E R the Greeks had £?led off towards • 

Platrea, IYMrdonius followed them with lUs 
army. There were Grecian prophets and di
viners in each camp, who for a,while-retarded 
the engagement, by predicting victory to the 
party that aCl:ed 0; the defenfive,,,and threaten ... 
ing ~i th a total overthrow the army thm: made 
the nrft attack *. Ten days afcordingly elapfed 
in a ftate of inaCtion; neither anny ventured 
to pafs the .tE (opus. 

BUT the impetuous difpofition of Marda
nius, and the profpeCl: of being foon in want of 
provifions, at length determined him to difre
gard the prefages of Grecian fuperitition, and 
to obferve no cufroms but thafe of the 
Perfians in givmg battle. ·Acoordi1?gty, having 
called a council of the officers, he declared his 
intention of attacking the Grecian army on 

• the next day; and gave orders to prepare for 
the engagement." .. Alexander; king of Mac;e
donia, who, though a tributafJi of Perfia, was 
frill a friend to the Greeks, mounted his l}orfe 
at midnight, rode to the Athenian line, and 

• Herod. Nb. ix. cap. 37, 38. 
S hwing 
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C Ii A P. h;aving found accefs to Ariftides, informed him 
xvu.' of all thflt had paffed '*. \ ... 

... ---'--' THE Athenian general immediate1y went to 
Pauranias, and fonununicated the intelligence 
he had received. I t was then deliberated in 
what manner they iho,uld refiit the"'formidable 
attack expetJ:ed n~t day, and order a battle , . 
which was t6 preferve or extinglli{h the liber-
ties of Greece. In Jhe arrangement of Mar-

, l. 

doniu?'s army., it had been obferved, that the 
native"Perfians, the braveft and moft e~pert 
of the Afiatic iof~ntry, held the left of the 
line in oppofition to the Laced::emonians, and 
that the Breotians and other Grecian auxilia
ries occupied the right againft the Athenians. 
Paufanias wi1hcd to change the order of the 
Grecian army; and propofed that the Athe
nians, who alone of all the Greeks haq. fought 
and conquered the Perilaps, ihould again op
pore them in the right wing; and that the I;a
cedcemonians, who had often defeated the The
bans, and were held fuperior.to all the Greeks, 
ihould move to the left. Ariftides confented, 
and the Atheni4ns accepted the change with 
exultation . 

.A T dawn of day Mardonius obferved that 
the Grecian troops were in motion, and was 
informed of the change which was made in 

." Heron. lib. ix. cap. # 45. 
their 



A N ~ t.E NT: HIS T Q R Y. 81 
their arrangement. This induced him. to C HAP. 

pofipone the attack, in order to ffiike corre-' XVII. 

fponding change!> in the dii'pofition of his own 
army. ~he day was fpent if thefe evolutions, 
and in fome defultory attacks 'made by the ca-
valry. h more ferio~ attempt was made 
uron that part of the Spartan lihe which de-
fended the Gargaphian fonntatin, in ~vhich th<.: 
Perfian horfe reluained mafters of the field. 

AT the approach of night, the Gredan ar
my was without water; provillons alia began 
to fail, as their convoys h~ been intercepted bJ' 
an unexpected incurtlon of the enemy. They 
were thus again compelled to ch.;mge their 
pofition. The fecond watch of the night 
was the time appointed to march for the 
ground they pnrpofed to occupy, which was a 
narrow valley near the fourcc of the 1E fopus, 
lying between that river !nd mount Cytherun. 
At the fame time it was determined to f~nd a 
detachment of the army to the mountains, to 
guard and con~ua: a convoy of provifiom to 
the new camp. But in the preBitre of dan
ger, and the alanns of fear, the troops of in
dependent fiates little regardetl the orders of 
the commander in chjef~ and infh .. aJ of halt
ing at the place propofed, difperfl;d and fled in 
fo many different direCtions, that the Grecian 

VUL, H. G army 
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C HAP • .army prefented, on the following morning, the 
X~lI. appearance not of a regular march, but of a 

precipitate retrea~. 
THE fortunatd' obftinacy of a Spartan of

ficer was the accidental and ext~ordinary 
caufe of the important and decifive viClory at 

\ . 
Platrea. Anompharetus, who was fecond in 
~ommand to Paufanias, urged the facred laws 
of his country (which forbid to retreat from 
an enemy) againfi the orders of his general. 
Incenfed at the boldnefs, but ftruck with the 

. ~ove1ty of this conduct, Paufanias detained 
the Lacedremonian troops, while the others 
were marching. Ariftides, ever anxious for 
the benefit of the confederacy, fufpended the 
motion of his troops, and fent to enquire into 
the caufe of the delay. At the arrival of his 
meffenger, Anompharetus, who had been in 
h~h altercation with his general, took up a 
large ftone, and, according to the Grecian 
mode of vot~ng, by cafting a thell or die into 
an urn, threw it before the fe~ of Paufanias, 
raying, " With this die I give my vote, not to 
fly from the ihangers." Paufanias defired 
thl." Athenian tb inform his commander of 
wbaf he had feen, and to intreat of him that 
the Athenian troops might regulate their mo
tions by thofe of the Lacedremonians. At the 

approach 
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approach of dawn he gave orders to the C;'H A., •• 

Spartans, with three thoufand Tegeans who XVIl. 

remained with him, to march along the hills 
to the pla~e of encampment J the Athenians 
di!ected t~eir courfe in tIte plain below. At 

• 

1aft Ano~pharetus, abating of his obftinacy, 
ordered his detachment to follow: wiJ:h a {low 
pace, the reft of the army. 

WHEN Mardanius beheld the unexpeCted 
movement of the Grec~ army, injputing 
their retreat to fear, and thinking he ihould. 
obtain an eafy conqueft, he ordered his fo1. 
diers to purfue the flying enemy. . Having 
rent the Thebans, and other Grecian auxilia
rid, to the. number of fifty thoufand, in pur
fuit of the Athenians, he advanced with the 
Perfian infantry again{\- the Lacedremonians, 
while the whol~ army followed with th~ hurry 
and confufion of a barbal4Dus multitude, eager 
t-o lhare the fpoils of certain viCtory. 

THE battle was fought in two different 
places; the Atl!enians in the middle of the 
plain were engaged with the Greci.a.n auxilia
ries, while the Perfians attacked the Spartans 
at the foot of the mountain~ The uneven 
and rugged ground at the bottom of the hill) 
with the iEfopus flowing .at the bottom, were 
favourable for defence, and adverfe to the ope .. 
rations of ~avalry. The Periian infantry was 

G z therefore 
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C H A ~, therefore ordered to advance; l. fierce engage-
XVII. ment began. The Perfians, after having dif

charged their mimle weapons, elofed,upon the 
Greeks, and {hewed themfelves, fays Hero
dotus *, . neither inferior in courage nor in 
ftrength. Had the excellence of their arms, 
or their ~ill in military difcipline, correfpond
,ed to their valohr, the battle of Platcea might 
have been fatal to the Grel6ks. But they 
wanted defenuve armour, and their ilion wea-. . 
pons were unfit to encounter the long fpears 
vf the Greeks. They acted too without 
union or cbncert. Unacquainted 'with the 
advantage of a firm and compact formation, 
in which the Greeks excelled, they rufhed 
forward in [mall bodie~ and were fuccef-
13.vely defeated. As their efforts begaa to 
relax, notwithftanding the a~ceffion of new 
numbers to fupply tpofe who were flain, the 
Greeks ~dvanced upon them with the im
penetrable depth. and irrefiil:ible force cf 
their phalanx. The Tegeanst"made the firfi: 
.impreffion, and the Laccdremonians, pu111ing 
forward, threw the Perfian army. into con
fufion. 

lVIARDONIUS, wh(l had flattered himfelf 
yrith an eafy conqueft, and had fent -his troops 
not fo rnuch in order to fight, as to purfuc a 

,. Lib. ix. cap. 6z. 
eying 
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Rying enemy, was feized with anguifh and C HAP. 

vexation at this defeat. The impatience and,' xvu. 
impetuofity of his temper led him- to form a 
fatal ref~lution. Inftcad of retreating to the 
plain, and fheltering his infanttY under the 
proteai~ of his numerous horfe, he deter ... 
mined tn riik the fortune of Perfia upon the , 
prefent moment. At the head of a chofen 
body of cavalry, he haftened to rally and fup. 
port hi& brok~ infantry. By a bold and 
well-conduCted charge, he chcLked the pro
grefs of the Lacedxmonian phalanx, but he 
could not break the order, nor pierce th~ 
ranks of that firm and impenetrable body. 
After the braveft of his omcers, and numbers 
of foldiers, had fallen around him, he received ,. 
a mortal wound from the hand of Aieimneftus 
a Spartan. The death of the general, accord
ing to the cuftom of the eaft, was followed 
by the flight of the w~le army. 

AR T ABAZUS, the Parthian, and next in 
command to Mardonius, had uniformly con
demned the mhfurcs of the general, with re
gard to the conduct: of the war. As foon as 
he perceived the rout of the Perfians, he 
made a fignal for hi') tro~ps to quit the 
field; and with forty thoufand men, who' were 
under his immediate orders, retreated towards 
fhocis. 

9.3 THE 



A vt1!:W O}l' 

C HAP. THE remains of the Perfian army took re .. 
XVII. ·fuge in their fortified camp. They were 

vigoroufly purfued by the Lacedlemonians, 
who immediatelr attempted an affa'llt; but, 
unacquainted with fieges, and the mode of 
attacking intrenchme-nts, they were baffled in 
the attempt, ~nd repulfed with 10fs. White 
the Lacerl~monians had obtained an unex-

( 

"Petted victory over the Perfians on the hills, 
the Athenians were keenly ebgaged with the 
Grecian auxiliaries ,in the plain below. Of 
thefe, amounting to fifty thoufand, the greater 

part, little earneft in' the canfe, either made a 
'feeble refifi-ance, or fled. The Breotians alone 
oppofed with ardour the army of Ariftides. 
Athenian valour, however, at laft prevailed, 
-and the Thebans were defeated. Here the 
Athenians, with equal patriotifm and wifdom, 

-1-acrificed their particular enmity to the gene-
ral caufe; for, inft~ of purfuing the Breo

'~\i.ans, their inveterate enemies, they mar<:hed 
' .. the affiftance of the Laced~onians, and 
-artived in time to render this glorious vidory 
I"~plete. They attacked with. filCCCfs the 

'a-tification, w4ich had hitherto baffled all 
~ attempts of the other confederates; and 
flblrft, in fpite of all refifi:ance, into the Per-
.Iii camp. They were {COR followed by the 

'Cegeaas 
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Tegeans and Spartans. A panic enervated C HAP. 

the roumge of the Perfians, they could not XVll. 

fight, and the wall prevented their efcape; 
their pJiPdigious numbc:rs g,\ve a colour to the 
apology that it was dangercks for the Greeks 
.to give. quarter. Thi refentment of a free 
people, .who were fighting for their national 
independence and political exfftence, fought 
its gratification in a general' flaughter, rath'1f 
than in a victocy; and of two hundred thou-
fand Perfians, not three.thoufand ef<;aped the 
vengeance of the Grecian army. 

WHEN.Jatiated with- this fcene of bloud, 
the immenfe riches of the camp drew the 
attention of the conquerors. Xerxes, when he 
fled from Greece, had beftowed the trea{ures 
which he brought from Afia on Mardonius 
his brother-in-law., and his other favourites. 
The opulence thus poffdfed by the Perfian 
fa traps prefented a ntJW fcene to the frugal 
citizens of the little Grecian republics, of 
which they had hitherto entertained no idea. 
This mais "f wealth confifted of tables of 
gold aru1 filver, embroidered couches, golden 
caps and goblets, brazen ftalls anrl mangers, • collars, bracelets, and fcymitars, ornamented 
with g~ and gems, female fiavc:s, horfes 

G 4 and 
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C HAP. ~nd camels, together with many chefts Q( 
XVII •• Pe-dian mopey, which from that period con ... 

tinued long to be current in Greece. 
A TEN rH part of this booty, accCdrding to 

the rites of antient piety, was confccrated to 
the gOdb; the genera) was prefent<ud with a 
tenth of the remainder; and the reft of the 
fpoil was. dl~idcd among the conquerors. 
pfFcringb of gre~t value were dedicated at the 
{hrines of Olympian Jove, Gl:hmian Nep
tune, D~lphian ApqHo, and of Minerva the 
protearef~ of Athens. 
- AF T E R the battle, a principal citizen of 
lEgina propofed to PauJ~lDias to avenge the 
indignity offered by Xerxes to the body of 
Leonidas, which he hung on a crofs, by ufing 
the corpfe of Mardonius in a 6mi1ar manner. 
The Grecian general nobly replied, "They 
are little acquainted with true glory, who 
think that it confIfts ill imitating the cruelty 
of barbarians. If the efieem of the iEgine
tans is to be purchafed by fuch actions, I 
ihall be content with that of 'the Spartans, 
whofe charaCter confitts in moderation, and 
in -thewing clemency to enemies who are 
humbled or fAlh:l1: The ma.nes of my coun. 
trymen who feU at Thennopyl..-e are fufficient-

ly 
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1y avenged *·by the many thoufand Perlians C~H A P. 

that cover the fields of Plat~a." ' XVII. 

ANOTHER anecdote concerning I'aufunias ____ F 

deferves t~ be recorded. T;e furniture of 
the royal houfehoId was found in the tent of 
Mardonius.almoft entire, ind moil: of the do-
mefi:ic fiav<is had efcaped the maffjlcre. Pau-
fanias ordered the Perfian cook~ to pte pare a 
magnificent entertainment, as if intended for 
Mardonit.ls himfeff. His orders were care-
fully executed, fplendid preparations' were 
made, the fideboard difplayed a profufion of 
gold and ClIver plate, the· table was adorn-
ed with exquifite elegance, ~md covered 
with all the luxuries of Af!.a. As a ftrik ... 
ing contrafr to the fcene, he ordered the 
plain and frugal fupper of a Spartan to be 
placed by the fide of the Perfian banquet. 
Having then affembled the principal officers 
of the Grecian army, " B~hold," fays the ge-
f.leral, "the egregious folly of Xerxes and 
Mardonius; living in fuch luxury at home, 
they came thus tar to wrefr from us our lim-
pIe fare; and, accufromed to fuch delicious re-
pails, ventured to attack me"1 who defpife 
fuperfluities, and have no wants but thofe of 
nature."-We fhall ·find, however, in the 

• Herod. lib. ix. cap. 77, 78. 
fequel, 
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C H A. P. fequel, that Paufanias himfelf was not proof 
XVII. agabil the corrupting influence of wealth and 

,. luxury. 
TH E burial .,f the dead was cO"1fidered by 

the Greeks as an aCt of piety as well as hu
manity. Accordinr;ly, thofe whc had fallen 
in the battle of Platrea were interred with the , 
utmoil -pomp ,and foleml1ity, and monuments 
were ereCted in the field of battle to record 
their renown to fucceeding ages. 
, TH'E emulation which fublifted between the 
Grecian ftates always bordered on jealoufy, 
and {ometimes broke out into hOl1:ilities. 
After the engagement, the Athenians and 
Spartans contended for the prize of valour 
with a zeal and animofity that might have 
had the moil ferious confequences, had it not 
been prevented by the infiuence of the Co
rinthian leaders. In a public a1fembly of the 
Greeks, to which \he queftion was referred, 
they propofed, in order to prevent a dangerous 
~nd, perha.ps, a fatal contention, that the 
firft honours for military merit ihould be af
figned to the Platrea.ns, whofe zeal and valour 
bad been eqllally cou.(picuuus both hy lea 
and land. Their commonwealth was too 
!mall to excite jealoufy; their country had ac
quired a name by being the {cene of a viCtory 

4 ~ 
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fa glorious and decifive ; accordingly the other C HAP. 

Greeks approved the determination: Ariftides . XVlI. 

affented on the part of the Athenians, and 
PaufaniasWln that of the Lace1remonians. 

As the battle of Plat~a. was fought in the 
latter end .f September, th.e fea[on was not too 
far advanced for taking vengeapce on tho[e 
perfidious Greeks who had appeared againft 
their country, under the banners of the Per
fians. I twas • determined to march into 
Breotia, and to demand df the Thtbnns the 
leaders of the fadion which fupported the 
intereft of the Medes. they were given up 
by their countrymen, and carried to Corint4; 
there they were condemned without trial, 
or the forms of law, and executed as traitors to 
Greece. 

IN the next general afft:mbly, Ariftides pro
pofed the following decree: that all the ftatel: 
of Greece iliould annuan, fend their deputies 
to Plat:Ea, in order to offer facrifices to Jove 
the deliverer, and the tutelary gods of the city i 
that every fifth' year games fhould be cele
brated there, which fllould be called the games 
0/ liberty; and that the feve~ Grecian ftates 
1hould raife a body of troops confifting of ten 
thoufand foot and a thoufand horCe, and 
1'hould equip a fleet of a hundred fhips, which 

ihould, 
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C H A.p.111ould be conflantly maintained for making 
XVII.. war againfl: the barbarians. The propofitiom. 

having been approved and p:lffe:d into a law~ 
the Plat~ans "fre appointed to coiebrate an 
anniverfary feftival in honour of thofe who 
had fallen in hattlc, This ceremDny was per
formed. witl;1 much pomp and fpkndor, and 
(;ontinued till the time of Plutarch. 

ON the day that the Greeks gained the 
memorable battle of Plat<ra, their naval forces 
obtained a victory in Afia, no Ids decifive and 
important, over the remainder of the Perfian 
.fleet, which had efcaped from the engage
ment at SJ.lamis. The Grecian fleet had 
wintered in the harbours of iEgina, unde.· the 
command of Leotychides, one of the Spartan 
kings, and Xantippus the Athenian. Early in 
the fpring ambafiadors arrived from the 10-
nians, inviting them into Afia, to deliver the 
Grecian cities fron'! the tyranny of the bar
barians. The Greeks, overjoyed at this invita
tion, failed direCtly for the coaR of Delos,where 
they received intelligence from the Samians 
that the Perfian Reet, which had wintered at 
Cumre, was no~:v lying at Samos, and might 
be defiroyed without difficulty or hazard. 
They immediately fet fail for Samos; but the 
Perfians, alarmed with the intelligence of 

their 
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their approach, retired to the neighbouring l=!. 'R A,Pll 

promontory of Mycale, on the Ionian coaft, ~VU .. 
where an army of fixty thoufand men was :w, "" $ 

encampeJ, under the commaLd of Tigranes 
the Perfian. Here they drew- their gallies 
upon the -beach, according to the cuftom of 
the antie;ts, aud furrounded them. with a 

{hong rampart. 
THE Greeks ~l1owed them to Mycale, and 

landed their forces without oppofitiol1 ~t {orne 
di1l:ance from the Perfian camp. To encou
lage his troops, Leotychides is {aid to have 
{pread a report, that their countrymen under 
Paufania& had totally defeated the Perfians at 
Plat::ea; a report, which Coon circulated 
thronzh the army, and by kindling the en
thuiialin, contributed to the filcce{s of the 
Greeks. The confederated forces maf(,hed in 
two columns; one und<;r the command of 
Xantippus, compoft;d of the Athenian, Co
rinthian, and Tr~zenian troops, held their 
courfe along the {hore; the other, confiiling 
of the Laced<elnonians, with the remaining al
lies, went by the more inland and hilly road. 
The former divifion arrived lid1:, and, eager 
to monopolize the glory of the day, proceeded 
immediately to attack the camp; andconducred 
,he aifault with fuel. celerity and yigour, that 

ther 
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f1 a A ':f. they hAd already entered' the Pernan rampart 
~"Il. before the approach of the Lacedremonians. 

• tr Their fortunate temerity was juftified by the 
zeal and alacritY of the A1iatic Greeks. The 
native Perfians fought with determiJled brav~ ... 
ry, and {upported tbat military ch~ra~er which 
they hart ac'quired under Cyrus the Great. 
None of the ·other Afiatic troops {eern to 
have merited the name of folmers, accordingly 
they illrunk in confufion before the impetuo
fity of the Athenians; but the Perfians frill 
remained unconquered, when the Lacedremo
nians arrived: they were then overpowered, 
and almoft entirely cut off. In this battle 
the Greeks {uffered more than in any other 
during the war; and Perila.us, commander of 
the Sicyonians, was in the number of the 
flain. 

FROM the field of battle there was no re
treat by land, but by narrow defiles over a 
mountain. To provide for his fecurity in the 
event of a defeat, the Perfian general had de
tached the Milefia!'ls to guard the pa1Tes. But 
this precaution, inftead of preferving, operated 
to the deftruaton of their amlY, While the 
Spartans purfued the fugitives in that direCtion, 
the Milefians, inftead of protetling, intercepted 
their flight, and few of them efcaped frOll1 

the 
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the general naughter. TigranC$, general of c, H It p:. 
the land forces, and two of the principal XVII'. 

naval comlllanders, were flain. Forty thou-
fand Perfians remained on die' field, befides 
thofe who were fiain in the purfuit; a fmall 

• I • remnant fl~d in confufton and difmay, nordared 
to truit to any nea.rer afylum thall the walls of 
Sardis, at that time the refiden~e of the Great 
King: who might then tefleel: on " the pro
phetic tears he thed when, he number:ed his 
millions at the HeUefpont." 

THE viCtorious Greeks took po1Teffion of the 
Perfian camp, fet fire to their fleer, and re
turned to Sarno'> with plunder and glory. 

WilEN Xerxes heard of this double over .. 
throw, and beheld in the fugitives from ~y
caM the poor remains of his former gteatne[s, 
he left Sardis with as great precipitation as he 
had formerly fled from ~!llamis; retreated to 
his diftant capital of Sufa; and to obliterate 
the remembrance of his paft difafters, gave 
himfelf up to alternate exceffes of voluptu ... 
oufnefs and cruelty. .Before his departure he 
ordered all the Grecian temples in Afia to be 
pillaged and burned, an ordet which was fo 
faithfully 'executed, that n<.tt one efcaped, ex
cept the temple of Diana at Ephefus. This 
mandate was not the did-ate of impiety, but of 

religion, 
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C H .t\·P. rS!ligion, ,as the l'vIagian theology prohibited 
~VI1: the ufe pf temples and images. This pious 

~onflagration would procure him a chfl,raCter 
for fanClity am(!Jng the fubjeCts of hIS empire; 
and perhaps too, the defire of repairing his 
treafury, exhaufied in the Grecian 'expedition, 
by the {poil 'If thefe temples, might be an ad
ditional inducelnent to accelerate their deftruc
tion; for he found in thefe fi}cred edifices, and 
appropriated to his own ufe, immeme riches, 
which'the fuperfiition of kings and people had 
accumulated during a long feries of ages. 

THE battle of Platrea was fought .in 'the 
morning, and that of M ycaM on the evening 
of the iiline day: a day which humbled the 
ambition of the Afiatic monarch, and con
tratted the dimenfions of the Perfian empire; 
which delivered Greece from the trrrors of 
tyranny and oppreffion, and refiored the Ionia'1 

~ 

colonies to liberty and independence; which, 
by refcuing Europe from the dominion of 
Afia, and marking the decided f~perjority of 
the fonner to the latter, becomes intcrcfiing 
and important to all {ucceeding ages. 

IN the leagoc between the monard! of Per
fia and the Carthaginian republic, it was 
agreed, that while Xerxes in pe~-fon invaded 
Greece '" ith all the forces of Afia, the Car-

th,lginians 
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thaginians fhould att.1ck the Grt!cian colnni~s G If 4- P. 

in It.lly and Sicily. The foundation. of Car- . xvu. 
thage, and its rife and progrds to commercial 

• 
grcatne[~.anJ naval pu\vcr h,}ve been already 
expbined. The ambitiop of the Carthagi
nicllls, like t1IJt of all nx:rcantile ibtts, was 
diihnguiihed by a fpirit of m,opoly, and a 
fufeicioUb jealoufy that other, natlOl1t1 might 
become the}r rivah in commerce or in power.' 
T\yenty-eight }~ears before the invaiion of 
XeI xes, they entered into a treaty with'Rome, 
which had recently {haker; off the regal yoke, 
where the ftrongcft fohcitude is expreifed to 
prevent that riling republic £i-om cultivating 
any correfpondenl.e with the dependencies of 
Carthage *. 

THI~ Grecian colonies in Sicily and haly, 
whic.h in a few yeals had acquired fuch wealth 
and power as to merit the appellalion of 
Great Greece, with oette'r rcafon alarmed the 
jealoufy of the C.lrthaginian commonwealth. 
No wonder then that it hcheld with pleafurc 
the mutual fpirit of hol1ility in the Greeks 
and Pedians. The Carthaginiam fJW with a 
malignant joy the long and fOiITlidable prepa
ratiom of the Great King to punifu and fub-

.... Polyb. IJb. ill. cap. 22. 

VOL, II, H due 
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e: HAY. d\\e the Greeks; and hoping. by the affifiance 
XVII •• of Jeerxe.6, to cruth for ever the objects of 

their hatred and their fear, entered with ea
gernefs into an alliance which he con&efcended 
to {olicit. Their preparations were in pro
portion to their animofity: they coneeled an 
army of, threr hundred thouiand ll1en, and a 
fleet of two thoufand {hips, bcfides three 
°thoufand tranfports*. Hamjlcar, the braveft 
of the Carthaginian generals, <..ommanded this 
expedidon. Both parties adhered fcrupuloufly 
to the conditions ({ the treaty, and poured 
their combined force into Magna Greci~. But 
the {uccefs did not correfpond to thefe migh ty 
preparations. 

THE Grecian colonies in Italy and Sicily 
were at this time fiourHhing in arts and arms, 
and not only equalled, but exceeded the mother 
country in wealth, population, and power. 
IvIany caufes naturally contribute to the rapid 
progrefs of colonies recently eftabliibed in a 
favourable fituation. Almoft all thefe caufes 
combined in favour of the Achreans and Do
rians, thCi principal emigrants to Italy and Si
cily. They bIbught to a happy climate, and a 
foil of the utl1l0ft fertility, a knowledge of 

* Herod. hb. vii. Di~. lib. xi. 

agriculture, 
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agriculture, habits of induftry, fimplicity Ot· C H A. P. 

'manners, and an acquaintance with the theory xvn. 
of gove:tnment, which led to an eftabli!bment 
equally remote from anarchy and defpotifm; 
which, while it foftere4 a fpirit of indepen-
dency, ihewed at the fame time the advantages 
of union and mutual fupportl' U n1:ier thefe 
aombined advantages, the Grecian colonift~ 

[oon became populous and powerful. At this 
period their minds were • not corrupted, nor 
their bodies enervated by the vices atten-
dan t on riches and. luxury ; they were there-
fore the better able to repel the united attacks 
of Perfia and Carthage. 

IF the warlike charader and fiouriihing fitu
ation of Magna Grecia facilitated its def~nce 
againfr a foreign enemy, the wifdom and vi
gour of the Sicilian monarch at that time ena
bled him to avail himfelf'of all advantages that 
offered. Eleven years before the invafion of 
Sicily, Geioh had afcended the throne of Sy
racu[e. He had riren from a~rivate ftation 
to fovereign power; but exercifed his autho
rity with fo much wifdom ~d beneficence,. 
that he was univerfafty ftyled the Father of 
his country, and his reign was raid to have re
ftored the rutppirtm of the golden age. Ht; 
Was ignot.ant of the freaty -whiCh Xert'es had 

H ~ made 

• 
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C If A P. J.natie with the C:lrthaginians; fo:- the Sicilian 
xvII. \vriters, aC'tording to Herodotus, relate, that 

he was determined to affift the Greelj:.s, if in 
th.lt moment of time the Carthaginians had 
not made Sicily the f7,at of war. \) 

THEY ,vcre invited to this ifland by Tyril
Ius, the t'Yrant~f Himera, who had been de
prived of his fovereignty by the renowned 
Theron, king of Agrigentum.. This latt mo
narch h~d given his, daughter in marri.lge to 
Gelon, and had efpoufed hie:;, niece. The al
liance of the two "principal Sicili.lll ftatcs 
feemed to promife h.l.ppinefs to the whole 
ifland, when the appearance of the CJ.rthagi
nian annarnent threatened its defrruCtJ.Oll. 
When l-hn"lilcar fd 1:1il from Carthage 'with 
an army of three hundred thoufand mell, 
.:md two thoufand g.1l1ics, no jdeas wcn~ en
tertained but thofe of~ conquefi. When they 
re.Khed the LUld, they {did the war was finiihed, 
.l.S they dreaded IJO eDcmy but the {ea. 

HAMIL CAR landed his forces without op
pofition in the ample bay of Panormus, now 
Palermo, the c;fital of modem Sicily. The 
firfr care of this brave and experienced leader 
was to fortify two camps. One was to en
dofe his ihips of war, which, as was then the 
cllitom, he had ordere~ to be drawn on ihore, 

and 



ANTIENT HISTORY. lO~ 

and to be guarded by his marine forces; the. C HAP. 

()th{'r was intended for his land armf'. He had' XVII. 

furrounded both with entrenchments and ram- .. 
parts; tmt no fortification" can refill: valour, 
when wifdom directs its. courfe, and prefence 
'of mind-feizes the moment of action. 

THE1tON employed proper rpeafures to de-. 
fend Himera, which the Calihaginians were 
preparin~ to befiege, while Gclon was advan<:
ing to his affift;nce with an anny of fifty thou
fand foot, and five thoufand horre. I On its 
march towards Himera, ~his army encountered 
a detachment of the enemy, and took ten 
thoufand prifoners. Among thefe was a cOu
rier from Selinus, a city near Agrigcntum, 
which had fecretly revolted to the Carthagi
nians. This mefienger carried a letter to Ha
milcar, informing him, that the cav,llry he 
demanded would be fent on a certain day. 
Gelon, who excelled 1n policy as well as 
courage, formed a ftratagem on this difcovery, 
which was equally bold and fortunate. He 
ordered a chofen body of his own troops to 
advance during the night to the camp of 
the Carthaginians, and to piefent themfelves 
to Hamilcar in the morning, as his auxiliaries 
from Selinus. 

ON the appointed day~ 

H3 
Hamilc:lf was of

fering 
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~ HAP •• ~rin~ 3 f~lemn facri6ce to the ftern (livinity of 
XVII. ;ryt'e and Carthage, who delighted in human 

- blood; his~ foldiers, attentive only to the hor
rid aCt, flood by filent and unarmed. ;.;rile ca
valry of Gelon were admitted without fufpi
cion. While Hamilcir was immdating a no
ble youth to the fanguinary demon of fuper
!tition, tm:y ft~bed him with a dagger, and 
igftantly fet fire to the fleet. Sentinels, pofted 
on the adjacent hills, notified' to Gelon the 
fuccefs of his 'cavalry, who availed himfdf of 
this favourable conjuncture to lead hiE army 
againfl the fecond cahlp, which at fidl: made 
a gallant reiiflance; but when they heard that 
Hamilcar was flain, and beheld the conflagnt
gration of their fleet, they no longer thought 
of rdiftance but of flight. A dreadful ("'lli

nage enfued. Ahundred and fifty thoufandmen 
are faid to have fallen in the field, or in the 
pur[uit. The remainder retired to an emi
nence, but provifions failing, they furrendered 
at difcretion. Twenty fhips of war efcaped 
the flames, and attempted to regain the Car ... -
thaginian harbours: but they were overtaken 
by a fiorm, and aJI the crews perit'hed, except 
a few individuals, who faving themfelves in a 
fmall boat, conveyed the melancholy tidings 
to Car~hage. 
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THE fpoils taken on this occallon were of c :a 4. P. 

immenfe value. Gelon employed the gr~ter' XVI.!. , 
part of them in adorning the temples in Sy-
racufe. • A prodigious number of prifoners 
was al[o taken, who wccre diftributed among 
the citid in Sicily, in pPOportion to the num
ber of ttoops they had refpectively raifed on 
this memorable occafion. /lccording to the 
cuftom of antie.nt war~ after putting irons on 
their feet, they employed them. in cultivating 
the lands, and in building magnificent edifices 
for the utility and eml(ellifhment of Syra
cufe and Agrigentum *. 

ALL the tyrants of Sicily now courted the 
friendfhip of Gelon; and the Carthaginians, 
who trembled within their walls, fent am
baffadors to fue for peace. Not elated by 
fuccefs, Gelon received them with no marks 
of exultation, and offered them peace on the 
following conditions: ." That they ihould 
pay two thoufand talents of filver, to be di
vided among the cities which had contributed 
to the expences of the war; that they fhoul..I 
ereCt two temples, one in Carthage, another 
in Syracufe, where this tre:.ty ihould be de
pofited; and that thenceforth they ihould 

* Cicero Orat. 4th in Venum. 

H4 abftain 

• 
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't HAP: ab~ain from the horrid and dete1hble prac
XVII. 'tice of prqfaning their altars by offering hu .. 

---- man facrifices to the gods." 
SUCH a {hilling infiance of philanthropy 

was more honourable,than victory.; the fplen
dor of conqncft (hUppean, amiei/1 4I the tri
umph of virtue, and we 1.')rget the hero when 
we behold the t1iend of mankind. 

RETURNING to Syracufc ~ftcr fo glorious 
a vi~ry; he convened the af1embly of the 
people, and ordered ~11 the citizens to appear 
in arms. He himfe;lf entered the .1fIembly 
unarmed, and vvithout attenda.nt&, to render 
an account of his conduct. He reprefented 
to them the various meai~res of his govern
ment, the ufes to which he applied the pub
lic money with which he was intrufh'd, and 
the manner jn which he had exercifed the 
fovereign authority to which he was raifed.; .. 
a.dcing, that if they had any .infi reafons to 
criminate his conduct, his perf on and life 
were at their difpofal. The profound filence 
with which they lifl::cncd to his recital was 
fuccecded by public acclamations from all 
quarters; and d:e names of Saviour, Bene
factor, and Fathcl of his country, were loudly 
repeated by a grateful .md happy people, 
The Syracu{an::, though jrulous of their liber-

ty, 
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ty, perpetuated his power as their king, an.d C'H A P. 

pafIed a decree, conveying the crown to his ·XVII. 

brother after hI~ dec-cafe. \Vhen the o~jett 
of kings rs to promote the happinefs of their 
kingdoms, they acquire a.bfolute power over 
the he1rts·of their people! 

TH F unlimit.:d authority \yith which the 
Syracu[ms inveftcd Gdon, eliJ.bled 'hlln to 
r~nder them m(jre itl1portant fe-rvices. He 
is one of the few characters recorded in hif-

• 
tory, who, after acquiring the fceptrc of a 
lovereign, and the laurel Qf :l conqueror, be
came a greater and a bdter man. Having 
no mQre enemies to fear, he relmquifhed the 
projects of amblti011, and fiudied to make his 
Kmgdom fiouri{h by the Idbours of induftry, 
and thl: ,.vorks of peace. He conferred the 
rights of citizens 011 ten thOU[111d foreigners, 
who had fcrved under his fill1dlrd wIth va .. 

• 
lour and fidelity; and by incorporating them 
\-vith the <..ommunity, added to the popuLt
'IOn of the caplt11, and augmented the power 
of the fr.1te. The encouragement of agri
culture was to him an object of government. 
Accultomed to walk in th" fields, he fre
quently honoured the hllfbandmen by his 
prefence, and animated them by his conver-

fation ; 
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£ H A .,. fation; appearing at their head with le(s 
xVU.· pOmp, but with more real dignity than when 

• on other' occafions he marched at the head of 
armies. He encouraged the cult\.vation of 
the fine arts as well as the nece1Tary. Under 
his patronage and "direCtion, the &.tpital was 
adorned with Carthaginian fpoils; and thoie 
works of ingenuity were produced, which in 

-the age of Cicero were efteemec. among the 
moR: preeious monuments of'antiquity *. 

THE golden medals of Gelon, which are 
frill pre[erved~ and <;f the fineft workmanfhip, 
juftify the panegyric of the Roman orator. 

HE confidered the po1Teffion of fove
reignty as an obligation to defend the Hate; 
and thought himfelf a king only for the good 
of his people. Diilniffing the pomp, pa
rade, and licentioufnefs of royalty, he aifumed 
its cares and its toils; but found his zeal for 
the public welfare alllply c.ornpenfated by the 
fupreme delight of conferring happinefs on 
millions. Unfortunately for Syracufe, he. 
died after a 1110rt reign of feven years, two 
years after the vietories which he obtained 
over the Cart~ginians. He was but juft 

• Cicero in Verr. 

~ewn 
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thewn to Sicily, to el:bibit the pattern of .. c ~ A PI' 

wife and a good king. He W3.$ ipterrell ~VU. 
without pomp, accQrding ~o his 9wn defire:; '.' .~:::::t' 
and what 4'0mp could equal the pxoceff.wD of 
a whole people in tears [allowing ~is cor(= 
twenty miles to the tomb.? 

A SPL~NDID maufolcum was ereCl:ed by 
the people to his memory, furround.ed with 
nine towers of furprizing height and magni"l' 
ficence, and he \\ras honoured with that reli .. 
gious veneration which war; paid to demi-gods 
and heroes. The Carthaginians afterwards 
demolifhed the maufoleurn, and Agathocles 
the towers; but neither violence~ envy, nor 
time, could extinguifh the glory of his name, 
or abolilh the memory of his heroic virtues 
and beneficent aCtions, which reverence and 
gratitude had eugraved on the hearts of the· 
Sicilians. 

IN a fiatue raifed to perpetuate his fame, 
the monarch was forgot in the virtues of the 
man. They reprefented him in the habit of a 
fimple citizen, fuch as he had appeared in the 
aiTembly of the people, when he gave an ac
count of his adminiftration. A fingular fate 
attended this fratue, and worthy of the mo
tives for which it was erefred. A hundred 
and thirty years after this period, Timoleon 

refrored 
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C H A. P. :eftored the Syracufans tp their liberty, and in 
xv 1 I~ order to erafe all traces of the~r former ty

rannicaI' government, he fold p.lblic1y the fta
tues of thofe princes by whom thef had been 
oppreifed; but hy .firft brough t them to 
trial as fo many ~riminals, and "they were 
all unanimoully condemned, the t1:arue of Ge-

~ ... 
lon excepted, which found an eloquent advo-
cate in the grateful admiration which the citi-

c 
zens entertained for that great m<'..n, whofe 
virtues they revered as if he had been frill 
alive. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XVIII. 

From tbe 'Concllijion if the PERSIAN to tht 
Commencement ofthp PELOPONNESIANWAR. 

T HE period which ela'pfed from the con- C HAP. 

elution of the Perfian to the commence- XVII J. 

ment of the Pe1oponnenan ~var, forms the moil: --_ ..... 
illuftrious xra in the hiftory of Greece. While 
the republics of the mother country triumphed 
over the £1.11en myriads of Afia. Their prof-
perous fettlements on the Adriatic and the 
Hellefpo:1t intimidated the 1:,arbarians of Eu-
rope; the fouthem colony of Cyrene checked 
the ferocity of the Libyans; and their flou-
riffling dcfct:ndants in Sicily obtained a com-
plete viCtory over the Carthaginians, at that 
time the moil powerful people in the wefrern 
world. While the north, fouth, eaft, and weft 
bowed to the commanding genius of Greece, 
one republic, whofe whole.. territory was 
fcareely equal to a Frenr:h province, or an 
Engliih county, rifing to a ludden fupcriority 
Qver the refl, ftoQd oppofed to the whole 

weight 
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C H A i:. weight of the Perfian empire, conduCted the 
XVIII. war with extraordinary fuccefs, and at lafi im-

---- pofed conditions of peace as glorio,-\-s and be
neficial to the republic as they were humi
liating and ignomil!ious to the Gjeat King. 
Athens, which now rofe to the c~mmand of 
Gree~ ereCted, in a thort period of time, an 
extenfive though a divided and difcontiguous 
empire. This fmall but anr.bitious fiate had 
fettletrients on the Jhores of 1'hrace and Ma
cedonia, had fuo-reme dominion in the Euxine .. 
and lEgean feas, and. extended her fW2Y from 
Cyprus to fhe Thracian Bofphorus. 

DURING this eventful and fplendid p~riod, 
me genius and tafte of the Greeks were as 
confpicuous as their valour and patriotifm; and 
Athens flourifhed in arts, while {he triumphed 
in arms. A hifiory of the "events that cont6-
Inned to this age of glory, which has enlight
ened and refined all fucceeding ages, mull be 
given not by general defcription, but in par .... 
ticular detail. 

WHEN the viCtories at Plat::ra and Mycale 
nad put an end to the Median war, the firft 
care ~f the Athenians was tq bring home theit' 
Itffiilies and effeCts ftom the' il1es of S.uamis 
aNd JEgirii. Returning to their Native {oil, 
they now began to nife their city from itS' 

3 rums, 
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ruins, and to rebuild it on a larger feale. 'i H A ~. 
Work~ of public utility were preferre~ to thofe XVIII. 

of private convenience. In order to defend --
Athens flom future attacks, it was propofed td 
furround it with walls Qf an extraordinary 
height '*. • The partial eonfederacy of the 
Greeks, which was cen'!ented only \»l their 
fears, was di1folved by the happy conclufion of 
the Perfian war ;.and the jeaioufy of Sparta at' 
the growing power and reput'dtion of Athens 
now began to appear. This imperious and 
domineering frate, little difpofed to beat a ri-
valJ had always watched the movements, and 
checked the rifing greatnefs of Athens. Jealous 
even of the liberty of the Athenians, after 
the banifument of the Pififtratid;.e, the Spar-
tans attempted to re-eftablifh Hippias on the 
throne. I t was not to be expected that 
they could forgive them the viCtory at Sala-
mh., at~d the glory of having deliyered Greece 
from tte Perfian yoke. Jealous with regard 
to the future, as well as envious of the paft~ 
they dreaded the confequences of their new ac-
q uired maritime po'Wer; and were afraid that 
they might aft"um~ on land the· fame fupetiQ~ 
rity which they had difplayf'.d at fea, and fi-
nally dept~ Sparta of that authority and 

• Thucyd. lib. ~ £eft. 90. Corn. Nep. Themia. vito 

pre-
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C HAP.. p;e-eminence which hitherto it had enjcyed 
XVIII.' over the re11 of Greece. Hence, when 
---- Athens began to rife from its r~ins, they rc

mon1trated again£!: its walls and for~fications, 
under the pretence that the ·Pelopunnefw, 
{hould be the only place of r..:fuge (.:> all the 
Grecian :flates againil: a forci.;n invader j and 
that a tity [0 fortified might, in the event of 
another invafion, b..:come a iortrcf~ to the 
Perfians. Themiil:ocks (c(~ncefl1i.ng 'whom 
hiftory·obf..:rves a profounj fi12ncc during the 
lail: year of the \'I,ll') e~fily penctr,l t ~J the true 
deilgn of the L:lct.cixmonians, though ('on
ce.lled under the fpeciou" m,uk of public 
good, and perfua.dcd his countrymen to elude 
the Spat tm artifice by fimilar policy. The 
fenate of the five hundred decLlred to the 
Spartan amballadors that Athens would take 
no fiep which was not confifien't with the good 
of the whole, and promifed {{Jon to give a fa
tisfaCtory account of their "meafures by an 
ernba1Ty to Sparta. The Spartan deputies 
having returned, Thernifiocles was appointed 
ambaifador to Lacedxmon, and accClrding to 
a previous arraBgment, was to be followed at 
a prop~r timt:: by Ariftides, whofe character 
was equally refpeCted ill both commonwealths, 
and by Lyficles, an orator' of diftinguifhed 
abilities. . The Athenian fortifications were 

2 now 
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now carried on with the utmoft expedition •• c HAP; 

The rich and POOf, freemen and flaves, fe- XVIII. 

natofs and .artificers, women and children, 
all cont!ibuted their efforts to the patriotic 
work with unceafing perfeverance, by night as 
,veIl as Clay. The rutns of their edifices, 
temples, • and even tombs, were em~yed as 
materials on this preffing occafion; and near 
a hundred yea;s afterwarils, the heteroge-
neons appearance of the, waU plainly fpoke 
the manner in which it had been erected *. 

THEMISToctES, under the pretence that 
he waited for the arrival of his colleagues, had 
delayed to declare his commiffion. At this 
time fome perfons from Athens brought in
formation of what was carrying on in that 
rival Clty. Not dif('oncerted with this intel. 
ligence, nor with the confequent reproaches 
of the Lacedremonians, Themiftocles affirmed, 
with his ufual addrefs, " That it was below 
the dignity of Sparta to liften to the tales of 
unknown perfons j that the fidelity of Athens 
ought not to be fufpected; and that the truth 
fhould be inyeftigated on the fpot." This be
ing feconded by the Ephori, (whom Themif
tocles had gained by feafonable prefents) the 

. • Thucyaid. lib. I, cap. S9' 

VOL II. 1 Spartani 
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C HAP:. Spartans confe-nted to fend a fecond emba!Ty 
XVIII. to Athens) and fome of their moil refpeCtable 

citizens in the number. 
WHEN thefe deputies arrived at" Athens, 

they were detained as hofiages for the fafe 
return of Themifi.&~les and his cbIJcagues, 
who ~w had brought him the 'long-ex~ 
pected tidings that the fortifications were 
fini!bed. Diffimulation was, no longer ne
ceffary ~o the Ath~nian ambaffadors: The
mifiocles therefore, in the name of the refi, 
boldly declared to tae Spartan affembly, that 
the Athenians, in fortifying their city with 
ihong walls, had only exercifcd the common 
right~ of nature ill providing for theil ovm 
fecurity; that after having performed {nch 
lignal and effettual fervices to all Greece, 
it was an infult to fufpea: them of any in
tentions that ,vere not honourable to them
[elves and beneficial to the common caufe; 
that they were now in a condition to defend 
their city againft epemics, whether foreign or 
domeftic; and that it was not much to the 
honour of the Lacedt£lnonians, that they 
!bonld defire ttJ eftabliih their filperiority, 
not on their own ftrength, but the weaknefs of 
their allies. * 

• Diodor.lib. xi. p. 437. Jufiin. lIb. ii. cap. I,. 
'fH.E 
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THE Lacedremonians dilfembled their re •. c HAP. 

1entment, and the ambaffadors on .both fides XVIII. 

returned to their refpeCtive cities. 
THEMISTOCLES, ever intent to increa(e 

the power of the republi~, and to raiie Athens 
to the coinmand of G r~ece, urged his coun
tryme.Q. "to finifh the new harbou .... at the 
Pll",l:US, as the :lutie-nt harbour of Phalerium 
was too inconfi~rable to anfwer the purpofes 
of a commercial nation.. The Pineus, from 
its natural advantages, which could eafily be 
improved by art, was capable of forming a 
more commodious Ration for the Athenian 
navy; and, poffeBing three fpacious havens~ 

could contain above four hundred veffels. 
From the time he firft entered on office, he 
projeCled this great undertaking, and was car ... 
rying it on with vigour, when t.he progrefs 
was interrupted by the Perfian invafion. 
Notwithftanding the oppofition of Sparta, 
the work now advanced with rapidity, and 
by the joint efforts of the citizens, was 
brought to a fortunate conclufion in the couffe 
of a year. The walls were formed of frones 
of a prodigious fize, firmly' joined by iron 
bars, and [0 thick as to admit two chariots 
a- breafr OR the fummit. The Pincus gra
dually became a populous town, and was after-

12 wards 
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C HAP .• wards cohneClcd with the city by what were 
XVIII. termed the long walls, begun hy Cimon and 

finifhed by Pericles. 
THE whole circumference of the Athenian 

fortifications, inc1udiflg thefe walls, and the 
circuit of the ancient city, amounted to about 
eighteep.-v Engliih miles. 

THEMISTOC1ES likewife procured a de
cree of the people to augment the fleet an
nually by the addition of twenty ihips; and 
obtained particular privileges and immuni
ties to be granted fb artifans and [ailors, in 
order to encourage their re[ort to Athens. 
The object of this able politician was to 
direCt the efforts of his countrymen to en
creafe their maritime power, and to obtain 
the empire of the fea. Elated with the ex
traordinary fuctefs which had attended their 
-arms when acting in their own defence, the 
Greeks now began to wage offenfive war 
againft the Perfians, and to meditate viCtories 
in the very heart of Alia. Though many of 
the Grecian colonies had recovered their 
freedom during the conteft, Perllan garrifons 
frill kept poffeffion of forne of their fea-ports 
in the Hellefpont, the Propontis, and the 
lEgean iiles. Fifty Peloponnefian {hips com
manded by Paufanias, and thirty Athenian, 

led 
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Jed by Ariftides and elmOn, being ;oined by. C HAP. 

various fquadrons from the Gree~ cities of XVIII. 

Afia, fwept the eaftcrn fuores of the Mediter-• ranean, and delivered the l.fiand of Cyprus 
from the Perfian yoke;. then returning near 
two hu~dred leagues towards the weft, and 
proceeding northward to the Bo[~orus ef 
Thrace, they attacked Byzantium. That ci
ty, [0 celebratoo in following ages, had be;n 
founded by a colony of. Megareans, had be
come populous and fiouriihing, but was now 
oppreiTed and enflaved· by the Perfians. It 
[eems to have been cOl1fidered by them as a 
place of great importance, and was therefore 
defended with unu[ual vigour. The nege 
was long and obftinate; it fell at Iaft by 
ftorm into the hands of the Greeks. Many 
Perfians of the higheft diftinctioll were taken 
prifoners, and the conquerors were enriched 
by the {poils of'that opulent city. 

HITHER TO the Spartans had_ kept the 
lead in the confederacy. Paufanias their king 
was frill vefted with the fupreme command: 
the allies colleCtively ftill fubmitted to their 
jurifdiCtion; but now the1e powers were to 
pafs over to the Athenians. 

As long as the Grecian ftates contend~d 
9n1y with one another, and w.aged petty 

I 3 \vars 
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A VIEW OF 

C'H A P'. wars upo!'! the- continent, Sparta, whofe form 
XVIII. of government had been firft eftablilhed, held 

the afcendancy in Greece; but w:p.en the 
neceffity appeared of equipping a great fleet 
to defend their coaftso from invafion, and the 
holder project was for~ed of carrying the war 
into A1t3, the Athenians began to open their 
~yes to their fituation; the idea of maritime 
power, fuggefted and enforced by Themifio
des, was purfued ky the people; and the 
poverty of Sparta prevented her from con
tending with Athens for the empire of the 
fea. A revolution then took place in Greece, 
and from that period the republic of So
lon has the advantage over that of Lycur
gus. 

THE power of a kingdom or common
wealth depends not only on its own confl:itu
tion and firength, but on the changes which 
take place in the neighbouring ftates. Ab 
innovations, and even improvements, were 
prohibited by the laws of Lycurgus, Sparta 
could not keep pace with the other republics, 
and had no other method of prefcrving her 
antient influence but by endeavouring to de
prefs her neighbours. 

THIS natural progrefs of things was accele
rated by the corruption of the Lar.;edremonian 

commander, 
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commander, and the diftinguiilied merits of C HAP. 

the two Athenian leaders, The inftitutions' XVIII • 
• of Lyt;urgus~ or rather the original cutloms 

of the ]}orians, which he endeavoured to ren ... 
der perpetual in his cOJ;nmonwealth, were {q 

adver{e to the manner&· of n<ltions who were 
refined, or running the pareer of refinement, 
that intercourft. with fir<lngers, eithrr abroaq 
or at home, ""as itritl:ly prohibited by law, 
The fingularity of SpartaQ. manners could only 
be prefervcd by their infulated fituation. The 
long continuance of tIre .Perfian war, and the 
familiar acquaintance with Afiatic luxury in-
~duced by tha.t event, tended to rela,x the fe-
verity of Spartan difcipline, and to open an en-
trance to ambition without principle, and diffi-
pation without taite. The fame of P4uf~ni~s, 
which hitherto had fuone fo bright, now 
fuffered a total edipic. The large divifion of 
the Perfian fpoils allotted to him after the 
battle of Platcea raifed him above the rank of 
a Spartan citizen, above that equality which 
the rigid laws of Lycurgus demanded. T~e 
diforders arifing from a fudden flow of pro-
fperity, incident to the beft minds, were in-
creafed in Paufanias by Its continuance, and in 
particular by his recent viCtory at Byzantium. 
Tired of being the fubjeCt, thm.\gh the ruler 

14 pi 

(1 
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C HAP. of Sparta1 he afpired to become the tyrant of 
xv I l I. • Greece, tllfough the. affiftance of Xerxes. 

... For this pUl·pole he fet at liqerty the:: Perfian 
r 

nobles taken in the fiege of Byzantium, and 
committed them to t)1e care of Gon~ylus the 
Eretrian, with a letter to Xt:rxes, in which 
he pronU-[ed to deliver Sparta, and all Greece, 
into his hands, on condition of receiving his 
daughter in marriage, and beipg appointt::d to 
govern this new pro;¥ince 1Il tne Perfian em
pire. Xerxes gave a favourable anfwer to 
thefe propofals, remitted large fums of money 
to gain over the Grecian leaders, and appointed 
Artabazus to affift in accompliihing the revo
lu,tion. 

INTOXICATED with the dreams of ambi
tion, and dazzled with the profpeCt of fu
ture greatne[s, Paufanias on a [udden aff"umed <\ 

new character, and affected a different beha
viour. Ambitious without policy, he could 

'not conceal his defigns till the moment of 
execution; but exchanged at once the fim
plicity and frugality of the Spartan life for 
the Il1agnificent manners and fuperb luxuries 
of Pedia. , He was furrounded by a guard of 
Perfians, became difficult of accefs to the 
other commanders, and difplayed the equi
page and ftate of an eaftern defpot; he re ... 

1 quire~ 
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quired extraordinary honours to be paid to his <; H A ,,_ 

perfon, treated the aIlie" with infuft"c.:able in-. XVIII. 

folence, ~nd by the tenor of his whole con- • 
duel: rendered the Spartan dominion odious to 
all the confederates • 

. THE ionians in particular complained, 
that they'had been no fooner deliverea from 
the fetters of ~erfian tyranny, than they had

u 

been fubjeel:ed to. the more fevere and oppref
five dominatIOn of Sparta.. The {eeret com
parifon which they formed between this 
haughty, imperious, and -tyrannical conduct, 
and the juftice, moderation, and affability of 
AnJides and C lmon, induced the allies, with 
one content, to abjure the defpotic authority of 
Spnrta, and range themfclves under the gene
rous protettion, and gentle dominion of Athens. 
To the honour of the Spartans, they had the 
moderation, or magnanimity, or policy, to re
nounce their claim to the fuperiority which 
they had hitherto exercifed over the reft of the 
Greeks. The Ephori, who faw that their in
ftitutions were in danger, waved' for a while 
an other confiderations, and fullenly acqui
efced in the fupremacy (:If Athens •• 

ACCUSED of having carried on a treafon-

• Ifocra~. Panathen. 

able 
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C H Af. 

XVIU • 

A VIEW OF. 

able correfpondence with the enemy, Paufa
nias wan recalled by the fenate of Sparta to 

• ---- give an account of his conduct. ,Sufficient 
evidence of malverfation was found, though 
not enough to con",i{t him of treafon; and by 
difrributing a portion of his prodlgious wealth 
amon~ his judge", he was only fined, and dif
miiled from hu, officC'. The Sp:lrtans, to re
move the odium which the il1[olence of a 
fingle tyrant h:ld excited among the allies, fub
ftituted in his plJ.€e feveral commander~ with 
divided authority. f'au[aIlLls returned in a pri
vate cap.lcity with there oHkcrs to Byzantium, 
and again refumed the pomp of PerfiCln man
ner". and renewed his fecret praCtices with 
Artabazus. His increafing arrogance and vio
lence rendering him obnoxious to the Athe
nians, he was obliged to retire to Colonna', a 
city of Tmas. There he received an order 
from the E phori, bearing the [olemn form of 
the Scytal~ *, to return to Sparta, under the pe-

• The Scy~le was a (maJI flip of Parchment, rolled on 
wood, and then f1:amped with the decree of the common
wealth. Fvery Spartan in authority had d tally, which cor
refl'0nded WIth this roller, and upon receiving any com
mand.. from the fenate, purporting to be In form of the 
{C} talc, he rolled the pate hment on his tally, and if the 

WIlttllg kept It~ proper arra:ngement, he was certain that 
the comm.md W:lS authentIC. 

nalty 
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nalty of being declared a public enemy, and C,H A P .. 

traitor t9 his country. He complied:with the XVIII. 

fummons,. and on his return was brought to 
trial before the judges. He was a fecond time 
aC,quitted, ~nd fet at liberty! partly by the influ-
ence of his enormous wealth, and partly 
through the deficiency of legal evidelAce, it 
being the eftablithed cuftom of the E phori 
never to condemlt a Spartan to death without 
a full and direct proof of ·the crime laid to 
hIs charge. This was at lafr furniihed by the 
conduCt of Paufanias. Ofle of his flaves, en-
trufted with a letter from his mafter to Arta-
bazus, having obferved that none of the cou-
riers employed in this intercourfe ever re-
turned, broke open the letter, and there found 
the ufual hint to dilpatch the bearer. This 
writing he carried to the Ephori, who auvifed 
him to take refuge in the temple of Neptune; 
thither he was foon followed by Paufanias, to 
interrogate him concerning his conduct; while 
the E phorit who were concealed in a corner of 
the temple, overheard their mutual"confeffions, 
and found fufficient grounds of conviction from 
the teftimony of the traitor himfelf. The 
hallowed edifice prevented hlm from being im
mediately feized; he was permitted to retire 
in fafety; and having private notice that his 

life 
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C HAl>. life was in danger, he took refuge in the tem-
XVlJI. pIe of Minerva. It was heH unlawful to take 

him by violence from this afylum; but the 
entrance to the f.'me was blocked up by 
frones; the walls were furrGunded r by guar~s, 
and Paufanias periihed by famine. 

TH.!C death of this traitor did not reftore 
his country to her antient pre-eminence in 
Greece. A few of the Peropol1neilan ftates 
acknowledged the,. dominion of Sparta, and 
fubmitted to the authority of the comman
ders who fucceederd Pau[anias; all the other 
members of the confederacy unanimouily 
ranged themfelves under the ftandard of A
thens, and entrufted the command of the con
federated :fleet to the calm wifdom and con
firmed virtue of Ariftides. The management 
of the national treafury of Greece was com
mitted to the fame uncorrupted and benevo ... 
lent hands. Hitherto the contributions of 
money neceffary for carrying on the war 
againft the Perfians had been impofed by the 
Spartans; but in proportions [0 inadequate to 
the refpective ability and opulence of the [e
veral cities as oceafioned frequent animofities 
and contentions. The virtuous Ariftides ex
ercifed this difficult and delicate office with no 
}efs prudence than equity. The whole an-

nual 
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nual fax amo\J.nted to four hundred and fixty C HAP. 

talen ts *, and it '"as proportioned with f uch )( v I II. 
J.ccuracy and impartiality, tnat all the ftates 
acquiefced Virithout a murmur. 

WHILE Alifi.\des was a~vancingthe intereft, 
and enjoying the confidence of his country 
abroad, Themiftoc1es was doomed to feel its ... 
ingratitude and capricioufnefs at home. His 
unbol.}.nded paDioJl for power, and his too fre
quently reminding the Ath~nians of the fignal 
fervices he had rendered 'to the republic, pro
voked the refentment of ~ giddy multitude, 
and he was baniilied by the ofl:racifm. 

THIS temporary ingratitude of the Athe
nians would not probably have been of long 
duration, and Themifl:ocles would have Coon 
regained his conIcquence at Athens, had not 
the Spartans, at this critical periud, liccuCed 
him of having been an accomplice with Pau
fanias, and demanded his perpetual baniih
ment or death as the only adequate puniili
ment for his crimes. 

THEMISTOCLES was at this time an un
popular character at Athens; the infolcnt de
mand was therefore too caiily complied with, 
although the accufation WaS unfupported by 

... About ninety thoufand pounds. 

proof. 
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e HAP. proof. It is true that Paufanias had difclofed 
XVIII. his dC1igns to Themifiocles after he was ex

pelled his country; and painting the injuf~ 
tice and ingratitude of the Athenia.ns in the 
frrongefi colours, had pre1Ted him to join in 
the confpir.lcy; but Themifiode's rejeCted 
the propof.ll with indignation, and refufed to. 
join in the plot, though he concealed what 

-had been entrufied to him as a feeret. He 
an[wered by letter to the calumnies with 
which he had been charged, and reprefented 
te the Athenians H That, as he had ever been 
paffionately fond of f"Jling, and would fuffer 
no man to lord it over him, they might Judge 
of the probability of his forming a deiig:1 to 
deliver up himfelf and all Greece to the ty~ 
ranny of em:mie<; and barbarians." 

HAVING been informed that the Athe
nian people, convinced of his guilt, had ordered 
him to be feized, that he might be tried by 
the Arnphictyonic affembly, he rctin.d to the 
iiland of Corcyra, and hom thence to Epi~us. 
Finding himfelf frill purtucd by the Atheni
ans and Laced;-emonians, he took refu~e at the 
<;ourt of Admetu<;, king of the 1\1010111, who 
had retained the deepefi re1entment againfr 
him, bccaule the Athenians had refufed him 
thdr aid, v.,.h~le Themiftodes was in the ple-

nitude 
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nitude of his power. Struck however at fee- C H' A P. 

h ft f G d h {VIII. ing t e greate man 0 reece, an t e con-
't urror of Afia, in his power, that prince re- ---
ceived hin~ with generofity. and refolved to 
protect him. But Sparta a,nd Atht:..ns having 
threatened 'Admetus with1 war, Themiftoclc'S 
was compelled to feek another afylum, and 
ventured to retire to Perila, where a reward 
of two hundred tilent~ had been offered to any 
one who would deliver him JiP. I-:lis charaCter, 
the revolutions in his fortune, the verfatility 
of his genius, and his facility in learning the 
language, and adopting the manners of the 
Perllans, recommended him to the new king 
Artaxerxes, who gave him a palace to live in, 
marrif'd him to a noble lady, and loaded him 
with favours and honours. 

ALTHOUGH there be no fufficient reafon 
to charge him with treafon, he had heen re
markably attentive to increafe his private for
tune, looking upon wealth as a ftep to power. 
His friends had Iecured, and remitted to him 
his moft valuable effeCts; yet it is faid he left 
property in Athens to the amount of a hun
dred talen ts *. 

FROld the eagernefs and rapacity with 

• About twenty thoufand pounds. 

which 
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C HAP. which this was fCIZed by the Athenians", we 
xvu't. may fait:1y conclude that to his riches he in a 

great meafure owed his condemnation. 
\V"HILE Paufanias was punifhed for his 

crimes, and Themittoc1es was baniihed on ac
count of his ce1cbr~ty, hi:, power, and his opu
lence, Arifiide~ died of old age, to the uni
verfal regret of his countrymen. He re
mained in honourable pm;erty while he fu
perintended the Rublte treafury, and had all 
the wealth of Greece at his difpofal. The 
republic at his deq.th bOle the expences of his 
funeral. His fgn Lyfimaehus was educated, 
and his daughters were married and portioned 
at the public expenee. Plato delineates hi<; 
character in a fin61e expreffion, '" Themifto
de&, Cimon, and Pericles, adorned the city 
with fplendid edifices, porticoes, and fiatues; 
Arifride., frudied to fil1 Athens with virtue." 

By the baniihment of Themifrocles, and 
the death of Ariftides, the condua of the 
Perfian war devolved on Cig:lon, the fon of 
Miltiactes. His fili.ll affeCtion 111 difcharging 
the fine impofed on his father, in order to 
obtain the privilege of burying hl£ dead body. 
early introduced him to the pubhc efteem. 
In the two memorable engagements at Sala
mis and Platrea, he fignalized his valour, and 

attraCted 
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~ttratted the admiration of his country. Ari[~ C HAP. 

tides conceived an affedionate regard' for this x v I II. 
young he,o, and difcemcd in his early efforts a 
capacity for the mofr important othce!> of the 
frate. To the talents rcquifite for public af .. 
fairs, he a?ded the fofter qualities of private 
life; and, while his courage and conduct, di~ 
reCted by j ufiice and moderation, conciliated 
the jarring interefcs of the confederated forces, 
his amiable difpofition, and- indulgent huma-
nity, endeared him to his fellow citizens. 
The firil: operations of the fleet under his 
command were direCted againil: the towns of 
Eion and Amphipolis, fituated on the coati 
of Thrace, near the river Strymon. Amphi-
polis was taken, and, as the country was fruit-
ful, he eil:abliibed there a colony, confifring of 
ten thoufand Athenians. Eion made all ob-
ftinate refiftance, and its fingular fate de[erves 
to be rec(Jrded. It was in the power of Boges, 
the Perfian governor, to have capitulated, and 
to have retired t~ Afia with his family and all 
his effects; but this he reckoned inconfifrent 
with the zeal and fidelity he owed to his [0-

vereign, and determined to periib rather than 
furrender. The city was affaulted with fury, 
and defended with the moil: perfevering bra-
very. Driven to de1ja.il"")at la.fi: by famine, he 

VOL. II. K' with. 
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C HAP. with his companions mounted the walls, and 
XVIIl. threw all their gold and filver into the Stry-
---- mon; then defcending, they ret firec to a fu

neral pile, into which they threw their wives 
and childrw, after (hey had flain them with 
their own hands, and then defperately ruihed 
themfelves into the burnin g pile *". 

THE whole coaft of Europe, which had 
been fubjeB: to the PediJ.ns, now yielded to 
the Grecian anns~ Cimon, with the Athe
nian rC'inforcemcnts, \vith thofe of the various 
ifial1ds, and the m~ntime towns of thl~ Ionian 
coali, found his -Beet augn:lented to the n·.lm
ber of three hundred .gallies, and therefor~ iIll 
.1. condition to purfue the enemy into Aha. 

Hl~ failed direCtly towards the coaft uf Ca
ria, and, affifted by the natives" reduced, in a 
fhort time, ali the Perii.lll fortre1Tes in th2.t 
plOvincc. Lycia foon afterwards yielded t@ 

the conqueror. Plafeli& alo.ne, fecretly aided 
by the Chiilns, who {ervoo in the Beet of Ci
man, made an obmnate refifiance; but they 
were at laft obliged to capitulate, to pay a 
contribution of ten talents, and join their 
whole naval force to the Grecian armament. 

AFl ER the aifailination of Xerxes, by Ar-

'* DiuJ. SJc. lib. ii. Plat. in Ciman • . 
tabanu5i. 
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tabanus, captain of his guards, his third fon 
Artaxerxes, known by the appellation of 
Longimtnus, was raifed to the tnr6ne. The ----* 
dangers which threatened a fceptre, acquired 

f3 I 

C HAP. 
XVIII. ' 

by intrigue and affaffinhion, occupied the 
beginning of his reign, and prevented him 
from turning his attention to the Grecian 
conquefrs and invafion. But after he was 

• firmly fcated on the thronp, he hegan to think 
of ftopping the progrefs of the Gleek!> in 
the leffer Afia. Having ,recovered the ifland 
of Cyprus, he meditated the defence of Pam ... 
phylia, which Jay open to the attacks of the 
enemy. For this purpofe he colleded a 
numerous army on the banks of the Eu
rymedon, while his fleet, of four hundred 
fall, was ordered to approach the mouth 
of that river, to co-operate with the land 
army. 

TUE enterprife which Artaxerxes had fore
fc<.:n, was now undertaken by Cimon. The 
Grecian fleet, confifl:ing of two hundred and 
fifty games, engaged the Perfian near the coaft 
of Cyprus. The engagement was obfl:inate 
and bloody. The barbarian Heet was at lad: 
defeated, and, being vigoroufly purfued to 
the waft of Cyprus, the vetfels were aban-

K 2 doned 
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C HAP. doned by their crews, and fell into the hands 
xv II 1. of the conquerors '*. 

CIMON had now on board hIs fleet above 
twenty thoufand Perfians. The army, which 
was encamped on th~ banks of the Euryme
don, were frill ignorant of the b-attle, and its 
confequences. From thefe circumftances the 
1ntuitive difcernment of Cimon conceived a 
ftratagem for furr,riling the Perfian camp, 
which was carried into execution on the even
ing of the fame day. A chofen body of 
Greeks dre1fed themfelve& in the Perfian ha
bit, and embarking in the Perfian veiTe1s, 
failed up the river Eurymedon. They v,'ere 
received without fufpicion into the camp, 
as countrymen and friends. Having thus 
gained admii1ion, on a Grecian lignal, they 
attacked with every advantage an aftonifhed 
.!lnd unprepared enemy. When Cimon had 
penetrated to the general's tent, the whole 
army was feized with ~n univerfal confterna
tion and panic; a few faved thcmfelvcs by 
Hight, the reft fell without reGftance by the 
handb of an enemy, the more formidable from 
being unexpected and unknown. 

H A \' I N G gained two celebrated victories in 

• Thucid. lib. i. cap. 137. 

one 
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~ne day, Cimon returned in triumph to A- rTH A P. 

them., with a prodigious number of"prifoners, XVIU. 

and the immenfe fpoils of the Pernan camp. 
After a tenth had been deditated to Apollo, a 
connderable part of the remainder was em-
ployed in ftrengthening the harbour and the 
fortificadons of Athens. Cimon received a 
valuable fuare as general, which he beftowed 
on the public. • He ereCted various ftruCl:ures 
for the ornam.ent of the. city; planted the 
academy with groves, laid it out in delightful 
walks, and introduced .into it a ftream of 
water. He ordered his delightful gardens and 
orchards to be at all times open to his fel-
low citizens. He kept an abundant, but 
plain t3.ble, to whic-h he invited all perfons: 
rich aHd poor, citizens and ilrangers were 
made welcome; and he affifi:ed 'with his libe-
rality, not only partjcul~r friends~ but the 
greater part of the Athenians. When he 
walked through the city, the fervants who at-
tended him, had orders to put money privately 
into the hands of the poorer citizens; and to 
give doaths ~o fuch as were in want of them. 
This magnificent liberality of Chnon was 
praCl:ifed without ofi:entatlun, or interefted 
motives; for he aCl:r:d fpontaneoufiy not po-
!itically~ and with regard to party was lll-

K 3 violably ,. 
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C H A p~ violably attached to the fide of the no~ 
XVIII. bilitv. 

J 

IN the following year Cimon f:tiled towards 
the Hellefpont, and, having expelled lhe Per
lians from the Thracian Cher[one[us, of which 
they had la~ely taked pofTeffion, he laid fiege 
to Thafus, whofe inhabitants h3.d' revolted 
~gainfi: the Athenians. This fiege js remark
able for having continued thrre years, and for 
the obftinate n.:fifhnce of the beficged, by 
which they expofc>d themfelves to the jeverefi: 
calamities of war. It was declared a capital 
offence for any perfon to talk of furrendering 
the city; and the women, no lefs inflexible, 
cut off their hair to make ropes for the mi
litary engines. The city accordingly with
ftood the befiegers, till famine had carried off 
molt of its inhabitants. 

CIMON next fet fail to the ihore oppotite to 
Thrace, and landing his troops feized on all 
the gold mines on thofe coafts, and fubdued the 
country as far as Macedonia. 

TIlE Greeks were meditating an expedition 
againft the Perfian garri[ons in Cyprus, in 
order to pofTefs themfe1ves of that fertile and 
delightful iiland, when the troubles of Egypt 
opened a neW career to their arms. The 
r-<:gyptians, difgufted with a foreign yoke, re-

volted. 
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. volted from Artaxerxes, a.nd chofe Inarus, an 
adventurous Libyan chief, for their king. 

135 
~AP • 
XVIU. 

Neither deficient in valour nor in policy, this ---, ....... 
prince ~fpatched an emb£y to Athens, re-
quelling the affifiance of that viCtoriom com
monwealth to deliver them from the odious 
yoke of- Perfian bondage, which they had 
long felt and lamented"'". 

THE Atheni~ns, equally deJirous to hum
ble the pride and to ihar.e the fpoils of Pcr
tia, accepted the invitation with pleafure, and 
ordered their fleet of two hundred ihips, 
which was deftined againft Cyprus, to fail 
for Egypt~ Soon after their arfival in that 
kingdom, an army of three hundred thoufand 
men, under the command. of Achxmenes, one 
of the brothers of Artaxerxes, appeared on 
the banks of the Nile. A gn'at battle was 
fought, in which the Pcriian general and :;l 

hundred thoufand. of his {oldicrs were fhin. 
Thofe who efcaped fled to l\1cmphis, the ca .. 
pltal of the kingdom; the victors immedi
ately pur[ued them, and Coon became mail:ers 
of two divifions of the city; but the Per-
1ians having fortified themfdves in the third, 
which, from the colour of its works, had 

obtained 



136 A v lEW 0' 

C H A ~ obtained the name of the 'white wall, a vi ... 
XVIII. gorollS fiege commenced, which was fuf

.... --- t.lined wIth perfeverance and obftinacy on the 
part of the bcfieged. 

To m.lke. a divertion of the Athenian 
forces, Artaxe;xes i::nt ambaffadors to the 
Laced:r:monians, with the moil proft<fe offers, 
to eng.lge them to make war againft the 
Athenians. This offer being rejetIed, he , 
raifed another and !pore formidable ar'11y than 
the former, and gave the command of it to 
MegJ.bazus, a man ,egually renowned for his 
candua and bravery. Exhauiled by the fa
tigue<; of a, revere fervice, and enfeebled by 
the dl{r_d[CS of a torrid climate, Inarus was 
compeHed lo raife the fiege; and, being ae
feat-..d in an ,ngJ.gement, retreated with the 
remains of the allied army to Biblos, a city 
in the iDa:1d of Profopis, which is [urrounded 
by two arms of the Nile. In befieging Pro
fop~s, the Perllflns had recollrfe to an extra
ordinary txpedient; by div(.rting that arm of 
the NIle in which the Athenian fleet lay, 
they opened a paiT4ge for the whole army to 
enter the ii1and. lnarus capitulated, and the 
Egyptians hid down their arms. The Gr~eks, 
with their u[ual intrepidity, fet fire to the 
fleet, alld refolved to die [word in handl like 

tile 
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the Spartan band at the battle of Thermo- clir A P. 

pylre. Struck, perhaps alarmed ,;jth their XVITI. 

heroic refolution, IVIegabazus thought it pru-
dent to a~ow them to retire in fafety. They 
'attempted to reach the Greciart fettlements 
ill Cyrenaica; but few of'them ever revifited 
their nati~e country, the greater part perifhed 
in the burning fands of Libya. In addition to 
this [eries of ca~mities, a reinforcement of 
fixty {hips, which the Atheniam had fent to 
the aid of their countrymen in Egypt, was 
defeated and deftroyed in. that very ann of 
the Nile which had already proved [0 dif .. 
afiious to the Gree'ks. ' 

TH U s ended the fatal war carried on by 
the Athenians during fix years in Egypt; 
that kiugdom pow fubmitted to the con
queror, and was reqnited to tlle empire of 
Artaxerxes. 

THESE calamit~es abroad, together with 
troubles at home, which {hall he mentioned 
in the fequel, prevented the Athenians from 
their long-projected expedition againfi: Cy.
prus. They however a.t laft equipped a fleet 
of two hundred vetrels, which failed for Cy
prus under the command of eimon. Having 
notice that the Phrenic ian and Cicilian fleets 
were at rea, Cimon determined to bring them 

to 
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C H A''p. to arf engagement before th", couk! land their 
XVIII. fuccours. upon the itland. His attack wai 

fuccefsful, above a hundred fhips were taken; 
the remainder took refuge on th~ coaft of 
Cilicia; whither being pm-fued by the Greeks, 
they were totally ffefeated, and the Perfian 
detachments who marched to {upport them 
jnvolved in their deftrucrion. The Grecian 
fieet returned in tril'mph to ('yprus. The fiege 
of Salamis. the next object of Cimon, proved 
unfucccfsful, from the confequenccs of a 
wound he had received in the attack of Ci~ 
tium, which prevented his wonted exertion. 

TI R r D with a war, in which he had fuf.., 
tained fo many difJfters and defeats, Artl"X
crxes fent orden: to his generals to conclude 
-a pt-ace. with the Athenians. Plenipoten
tiaries were chofen on both fides, and the 
terms of the treaty were as honourable and 
advantageous to Athens and its allies as they 
were :bumiliating to the Perfians. The con~ 
ditions of peace were the following :_U That 
an the Grecian colonies and cities in leifer 
Afi.l lhould be declared ff('c and indepen
dent; that no Perfian lhip of war was to ap
pear on the {eas between the Cyanean and Che
lidQnian iflands, that is, from the Euxine fea. 
to the coaft of Pamphilia; that the armies 

of 
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of the Great King were not to approach c ~ A p~ 
within thrp.e 4ays journey of the fe~ on the XVIU. 

Afiatic coafi:; and that the Athenians and 
their allie~ fhould withdraw their forces from 
Cyprus, and abftain from invading the dumi .. 
niDus of the Perfian king.'l 

SUCH was the termination of a war, which, 
from the burning of Sardis, had continued 
with little inteq;uption during the fpace of 
fifty -one years; a war no lees remarkable for 
i,ts {hiking events than its important confe
quences, and glorious cOllClufion. A fmall 
but magnanimous republic, which firft refufed 
to acknowledge the ufurped authority of the 
Great King, defended its liberty againft the 
whole force of the Perfian empire, brandifhed 
in Its turn the hoftile [word, and, making Afia 
not only the feat of war but of vifrory, die ... 
tated to its haughty invader the moil: humi
liating conditions of peace. 

vV' H T LEthe treaty was ncgociating, Cimon, 
died of the wounds he had received at the 
liege of Citium. He was the Jail: of the 
Grecian generals who performed any memo
rable atchievement againfr the Perfians, and 
was long remembered and regretted by his 
~ountrymen for all the qualities which ennoble 
the hero, or adorn the man. 

Trn 
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C II ~~. THE fudden rife and extraordinary progrefs 
XVllI. of the Athwi,m empire was not beheld with

out emotion and envy by the Grecian flates. 
The Spartam, in particular, were deeplyaf
fetied with the rapid profperity of their an
tient riV,ll. Their fall from the r former pre
eminence in G reece, the command of the COIl

federated allies conferred on the Athenians. 
the valuable conquei1:s anc;1 celebrated vic
tories of Cimon,· '" ho daily added to tho 
wealth and fplendor of hi& country, were 
feriouily felt by .tbe Jealous arifiocracy of 
Sparta, who had determined to make war on 
the Athenians, twenty years before the con
clufion of the peace \vith Perfia. But the 
immediate burfi of their lurking anlmofity 
was fufpended hya calamity Cldden, dreadful, 
and unexptCted. A tremendous earthquake 
laid Spal ta in ruins, and twenty thoufand La
c:d,r;monians perifhed in this dev.tfiation. To 
htighten the calamity, the Daves or helots, 
(onfiderjng this as a favourable o,-cafion to re
cover their hb.::rty, aifembled in crowdl. from 
the villag-es, and attempted to maffacrC' fuch as 
had d"'lpcd the earthquake; but finding 
them affemblcd, and drawn up in order of 
battle, by the prudent forefight of Archi
damus, they retire.d from the capital, and, 

ftr~ngthene~ 
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flrengthened by the Meifenians, took pof- C II A P. 

{cilion of the frrong fortrefs I thorne, from x v II I. 
which tItey continued to infeft for many 
years the territories of Laconia. 1 he 'lpar-
tc~ns, who were not fkilfu! in lieges, could not 
expel thisjntefrine enemy; accordingly, in the 
third year of the war, they applied for affifi:-
nnce to the Athenians, who had acquired dif
tinguifhed reput~tion in this branch of mili-
tary fcrvice. Ephialtes the orator, who be-
longed to the party of Pericles, maintained, 
that, fo far from afEfring -an ambitious rival, 
they ought to congratulate themfelves upon 
her difgrace, and {uffer Sparta to be buried 
under her own ruins. The generous foul of 
Cimon adopting better maxiU1S of policy, 
expofed the dangerous ambition that would 
thu$ injure the general caule of Greece, and 
leave Athens without a counterpoife. The 
required affiflance was therefore fent under 
his command. but the Spartans, fufpicious 
that the Atheni.:l:l'l favoured the Helots and 
Meffenians, foon difrniffed them, on pretence 
they were no longer wanted; and, as the other 
auxiliaries were ret,lined, the Athenians eafily 
pC,1etrated tlll;ir trUe motive~. and conceived 
a juR refentment for this infrance of jealoufy 
and difb :.lft. 
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XVIII. 

A VIEW or 
By the afiitbnce of the Pifans, and other 

frates hoH:ile to Sparta, the fortrefs of Ithome 
---- held out ten years. The LacedremOI1ians were 

fo much exhanfied by this war, that the 
Helots and Meifen~ns, though at laO:: obliged 
to Currendlr, obtained terms whIch plainly in
dicated the enfeebled !tate of Sparta: they 

-were pa:nnitted to retire in peace from the 
Peloponnefus v. ith their fJ.rrulie5 and effetl:s. 
The Athenians, to puniih the Spart1l1s for 
their unjufi fufpicions, received thefe wan-

t 

aering exiles with kmdnef5, and affigned Nau-
pattus, a fea-port on the Cnfie.m gulph) f~r a 
place of Lttlement. 

ARGOS, the next powerful republic of the 
Peloponnefu<;, at thI5 time weakened by in
ternal commotion'>, could make no oppofition 
to the increaiing power of Athens. Fro!TI 
Val ious motives, the A rgive<; had not joined 
the Grecian confederacy dm ing the Perfian 
war. l\l)ccnx, Ydth the other principal 
cities ill th~ Argive terntory, either really 
moved wIth 1Ildign,aion at this dere1itl:ion of 
the common cau~~, or glad of 10 fair a pre
tence for revolt, loudly exclaimed that traitors 
to Greece were ull\vorthy to rule over them, 
and; fupported by foreign alli.mce, affumcd and 
m:lint"ined illllependence. Slmilar cauCes con-

tributed 
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uibl.ltea to enfeeble and lower the confidera- C HAP. 

tion of the Theban republic. Tho: conduct XVIII. 

of this i4te during the PcrGan invafion was' • 
held in detcfb.tion by the [maIler communities 
ir: Breotia, and they unaI?UnouDy determined 
to fhake .off the Theban yoke. The The-
bans, unable to aiiert their fuperiority, gave 
way for a time to the combination; but when 
they beheld thee Spartans, after the recovery 
of Ithome, in a condition to affift them, they 
endeavoured, by promifing their moil cordial 
efforts againfr the Athenians, to obtain the 
aid of Sparta to reinItate them in their former 
dominion over Btrotia. The propofal was 
accepted by the Spartan fenate, whOie paffions 
ann policy were equally interefted in railing 
a rival to Athem beyond the il1:hmus. Dur-
ing their prep.1Lttions for this important ptll-

POle, Myronides the AtheI1lan general was 
fent with fifteen thoufand men to fupport 
the Breotian confederacy. A decifive victory 
which he obtawed near the walls of Tanagra, 
which Diodorm com.pares to thofe of Mara .. 
thon and PlatCEa, eftabliilied for a time the 
independency of the Breotian dties, and the 
humiliation of Tbeb~. Pericles, who had 
now aifumed the government of Athens, 
placed Athenian ga:rrifons in feveral of the 

8 Bc:;otiaJI 
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C HAP. Breotian fortreifes, and, having fent T«)lmidas 
XVIII. to fcour the coaft of the enemy, he next year 

appeared there in perfon, a terror and fcourge 
to the Lacedcemonians and their allies; but 
100n after the rath and precipitate Tolmidas 
was totally defeated and flain in ,an atta~k 
upon Thebes; and this important check 

.given to their career induced the Athenians 
to liil.:en to terms of accommodation. They 
agreed, on condition that their citizens, who 
had been made priioners in the late engage
ment, wae refiored, to abandon their con
queil.:s ill Breotia, and to relinquiill all pre ten
fions to Megara and Corinth. 

SUCH was the truce of thirty years, con ... 
eluded by Chares for Athens, and CharouJas 
for the allies, in the fourteenth year precedmg 
the Peloponnefian war. 

TH I S treaty, a.lthough it circumfcribed the 
ambition of the Athenians in one direction, 
left thcm at liberty to pur[ue it in another. 
I t threw no obftacle in the way of their long
projcCted fcheme of diftant domination. 

TIl IS dt:fign, equally daring and magnifi
cent, was ,.finally accomplifhed by P~ricles, 

whofe extraordinary char~er merits a parti
cular delineation. 

HE was dcfcendcd from the moft illuftrious 
familiei 
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flU».ilies in Athens. His father Xantippus 
commanded at the celebrated battlec()f My

C H A. P. 

XVII1 •• 

cale, and /lis mother Agarifta. was niece to ---.... , 
Clifthenes, who expelled the Pififtratid~. 

His education was entrufted to the firft phi-
loidphers ,!f the age, pardcularly, Anaxagorai 
of Clazomene, denominated the Intelligence, 
from his being among the firft who taught 
that all human a:S:'airs were under the direc-
tion of a wife and benevolent Mind, who pre-
iided over the univerfe. From the ftudy of 
philofophy, which was tuen confined to a 
few, he derived an elevation of mind and ~ 
dignity of charaCter, which prepared him to 
aCt a fuperior part in public life: but, though 
attached to this fcience, he did not lofe the 
ftatefman in the philofopher; but felelting 
what was ufeful to his future purpofes, gave 
his chief application to the ftudy of elo-
quence, the great engine of influence and 
power in a popular government. He pof .. 
kffed a natural elocution, which he cultivated 
and refined with all the graces of art. A 
fhiking dignity of manner and deportment, 
an uncommon elevation of fcntimCjt, an ani .. 
mated elegance of,ftile, accompanied with 
the graces of a melodious voice, operated like 

VOIL. II. 1. enchantment 
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C HAP. enchantment on the Atheniall atlembly; and 
XVI11. raifed him to a kind of abfolute power in the 

• H I hearts of the people. The (.otemp0iary poets 
ailerted that he lightned, thundered, and 
agitated all Greece. 

THE dawn of fuch fuperior talent<;, infiead 
of contributing to his fudden elevation, ren
.dered hIm the object of iufpic..ion to jealous 
repubhcans~ who fancied they remarked in his 
vigorous and dccIfi\le charatter fomething 
which might bear the commOfl wealth from 
its proper bias. 'His perf on, countenance, 
apd voice were iaid to refemble thofe of P dif
tratus, who, by Fopular virtues and fpecious 
arts, had overturned the free government of 
his country. As Pelic1es had carefuUy fru
died the genim and charaCter of the Athe
niaM, he knew thal an .l.verfion to tyranny, an 
unbounded love of hberty, and a jealoufy of 
fuch CItizens as v{ere difiinguiihed by their 
birth or gre4t talents, were the predominant 
paffions of that people. To remove their 
jealoufies, and elude their apprehenfiol'ls, he 
withdrew from the fcene of public affairs, 
and leaviI\i th~ city for the camp, feemed 
only folicitous for military honours. His abi
lities, which qll.lhfied him to excel in every 

direction, 
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direCtion, foon raifed him to diftind:ion in arms, C HAP. 

and he was held inferior only to c:iti1on' iIi xv I.I ... f.: "we 

'military lnerit. --_ ... 
W HEN AritHdes ,vas dead, Themiftodc'S 

b?-niihed, and Cimon engaged in foreign ex
peditions,.he judged it a proper feafon to ap
pear on the public fcene, and airume the cha
racter of a ftatelimin. In his abfence he had 
formed a ftrong· party in ,his favour by h1s 
agents Charinus, Epialtes, and Menippus, be
fbre his opptments were ~ware; .rnd taken ~ 
:thong hold in the affections of the people II 
which their united pmvers and poIfey CbuW 
riot loo[e. To iha'ke the credit and authority 
of his rival Cimon, who ~dmired the Spartan 
eonfl:itution, and fupported the power of the 
110bles, he devottd him[elf entitely to the 
party of the people. He not only d'efe'11ded 
the interefts of the multitude againft the rich 
ahd noble, but appeared to adopt their foi
bJes; he flattered their vanity, indulged theit 
tafte for pleafure and profufioI1, and catefully 
kept a'li've their arrtient antipathy tb the Spar~ 
tans. Whb, as the haughty lords of Greece, 
were particularly op-noxious tf)' tnt Athenian 
populace. As his, fortune did n'ot permit 
him to eqtta1 the magnificent entertainments' 
and' profafe clol}ations dP Cimon, He tna-de it 

L 2 hi~, 
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C HAP. his firfi care to inhnuate himfelf into that 
XVlIl. branch oro the adminifiration which held the . , 

mamgemcnt of the public funds. Ht" could 
then oppofe profufion to profufion, and, in 
the abfencc of private wealth, fquandercd the: 
trea{ures of the fiatc. 

THE fitu.ltion ~f the times, and [orne 
s::hangcs which Iud gradually taken place in 
the Athenian govcl nment, favoured the views 
and mcafurcs of Pericles, to alter the balance 
of the commonwealth, and rai1e the confe
quenee of the people. 

WHEN the Athenians, in confequef'ce of 
the Spartan incapacity, and the treachery of 
Paufanias, were rd.ifl:J tu the command of the 
fieet, they were alfo appointed to the ma
nagement of the llational trea[ury of Greece. 
A {yfiem of conqnefl:s by (ca, of maritime em
pire, and at lafi of dominion over her allies. 
was the natural con{cquence of the particular 
iituation of Athens at that period. 

THE annual [ubfidyentrufied to the admi
nifiration of the Athenians amounted to four 
hunnred and fixty talents; from this and 
other refources, ten thoufand talents had been 
gradually amalfed. This common trea[ure 
W.1S depofitcd at Delos, but was intire1y at 
the command of the Athenians j, nor was their 

difpofal 
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difpof<ll of thcfe public funds accounted for C'H A P. 

to the other flates of the league. Their fove- XVIII. 

reignty ~ver the perions of the allies was 
as firmly eftablifhed as OVtf their fortunes, 
while the military authority of Cll110n was 
ftrengthened by the affeC1ion and gratitude of 
the Aiiat'ic and other Greeks, whom hc ref-
cued from danger, O[ delivered from opprcf-
1.ion. 

BESIDES the fubfidics in'molity with which 
the allies were taxed, they were obliged to 
furniili their complement tlf i111ps and of men. 
Many of the {cattered iDands and petty frates, 
grew weary of perpctu,11 hoftilities, when 
there were no enemies to invade, and no dan
gets to alarm; and were defirou,> of repairing 
the I<tVages of war, by an ailiduous attention 
to the arts of peace.' The Athenians took 
advantage of this difpofition which began to 
prevail among the allies, and allowed (uch 
ftatcs as were averfe to the toils and the dan
gers of war, to compound for military [crvice, 
hy furnifhing a eel tain number of ihips, and 
an annual contribution of mOl1cy. Two im .. 
portant con[eq ucnces fGllowed from this event; 
an inrreafe of their revenue, a:1d anextenfiun of 
their empire. This contribution, at firfr vo
luntary) Coon arr"ounted to a hundred thouf."md 

L 3 pound. 
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pound. It was gradually augmented and 
railed by Pericles to three times the original 

... --- fum *'. A prodigious income,. confidering that ., 

C II A·'P. 

XVIII • 

.the proportional value of money to labour, 
\vas then ten times higher than at prefent. 

THE power and empire of the Athenians 
were extended by the fame meall~. The al
lies, from being warlike in the field, began 
infentlbly to lofe their l11.1rtld {pirit, and ap
plying to huibanciry or menial trades, ac
quired the mean and dl'grading fpirit of thefe 
profeffions. The Athenians on the other 
hand, being continually engagLd in m~'ritime 
or military expeditions, acquired courage. ~,m
bition, a fpirit of enterprize, and all the qm
lities which lead to fuperiority and dominion. 
Thm the people purchafed mafters to thel11-
fdves at their own expencc; and they W110 

had formerly been confeden\tes and allies, be.
eune now in fome meafure the fllbjccts and 
tributaries of the Athenians. 

OTHER flates who penetrated the policy, 
:l.nd wiil1Cd to prevent the deilgns of the ruling 
republic, withdrew from its commanJ; but 
thi~ proved only £1.tal to themfclves, for thefe 
refraCtory 1tates being fubdued, bel..:ame an 

ij. Thucydid. lib. I. 

acceffion 
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acceffion to the dominion of the Athenians. C HAP, 
Thus theirJuperiority at f-;;a was firengthened XVIII. 

by the conque11s of iEgma and EUbcea; and 
thus thee contumacy or ~ht: Thafians aftordec! 
a pretence for the feizure of their gold mines, 
,md ferved to incrcafe tlle funds of the re-
puLlic. 

THE contributions to the general depofit, 
which were at ivli: voluntary, were ioon con
verted into a permanent rev-:nue, il"om which 
period th~ AtheniJ.ns adopted a fix~d {cheme 
of conquefi:, and a concc,ted fyfb:m of com
mand. As republics an: the moil de(potic of 
all governments, imperious exactiolls were 
often 111ade, and tyrannic,il decrees enaCtcd bv 
the a!fcmbly of the p.::opk, that aHcCled the 
indt:p,-nJ-::JF'Y of the inferior Hates in alliance; 
till the lovereiglJry of Athc.n" b(~came i;:; firii11y 
eihb1iiljed on p;,,;cr'dents and habit, thJ.t m,my 
pf ;:hc petty republics deCl11tJ it (;xptJicnt to 
negol..idte terms of fubmifi1on. Not fatisfied 
wit;l this l1CltUf .11 ~urreut of dominion, they 
embroiled themitlves in the quarrels of theit 
neizhbollrs to extend their own power; and 
holdmg out protetlion to every free city, found 
i:: its 1l1tLJine commotions h?W means of ufur
ration, unci in its foreign wars new [ubjC:QS 

of cOJ\(lUC11. The Mega(ealls' applied for 
~ ~ d~k • 
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C H A'P. their aid again{\: Corinth; and the conre .. 
XVIII. quer;ce 'Yas the ftationing of an Athenian 

garrifon in the citadel of Mcgara: tpe Mile
jians required their affifiance againfi Samos; 
and the refult of the alliance with Miletus 
was the poiTeffion' of Samos. Whenever 
they were called to the aHifiance of a fiate or 
city againfi its enemies, it was their confiant 
policy to fend fome of their iilpcrfluous num
bers to inhabit part' of the conquC'red or ceded 
territory; and fuch a colony was alwaY5 found 
to be an encroaching '1cighbour, and in times 
of trouble an imperious garrifon -*. So at
uchcll were the Athenians to this mode of 
colonization, tlut Perlcles tent out a number 
of emigrants, who feized the (ountry of the 
Sybalites, and under the name of Thufis, e1h
bEllied a fettlcment in Italy, 'which continueC"l 
to acknQw]edg-c the Athenian J:amc and au-

""' 
thority. 

I HAVE already mentioned the attempts of 
Sparta, Thebe:" and Argo:" to reduce the 
power, and circumfcribc the dominions of 
Athens. On one occafion only thry \vere 
fuccef:,ful. The army of Tolmidas was en
tirely defeated at Coronca by the Bcrotian 

" Thu('} die!. lib. I. Diad. Sic. J~b. 13. 

fOf\:es ~ 
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f@rces ; but thIs was only a check to the ambi- C HAP. 

tion, not to the greatne[s of Athens, 'the power xv I I I. 
of that reJmblic was not ddtined to ufurp the 
fovereignty of inland provincL:;, it was rather 
adapted to dittu[e it[elf on coafis and on i11ands. 
They had indeed captured rome cities, and 
colonized' fome territories in Thrace, in Thef-
h'lly, and Upper GrC"ece; but their dominiun" 
fpread with greaEf facility, as well as fecurity 
on the maritime countrid of Cher[one[e, of 
the Hellefpont, and of Afia Minor, and pre-
vaHed in the iilands of lE~ina, Eubcea, Lem-
nos, Samos, and Zacynthus. 

CONSIDERING the commonwealth as in
:t1ituted by Solon, and re-efiabli{hed by Clif
thenes, the great body of the people, though 
in poiTeffion of freedom, had little influence 
in the government. Superior opulence, and 
heleditary dignities feparated the Patrician £1-
milies from the Plebeian, and the legiilature 
had entrufted the highcT funCtions of the :flate 
exdufively to the fonner, from whofe rank 
.in life rei})oniibihty was to be expetted. But 
various caufes had contributed, in the times I 
am now reviewing, to raifc the plebeian [cale 
and give coniequence to the people. The Per
~ian war had Taifed every name to reputation 

that 
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that was llucribed on the trophfa~ Marathon J 
while the ridl {poils of PIa toea an c.' A-Iycale, By .. 

---- zantium and Eurymedol1, devolved hereditary 

\ , 
l! HAP. 

J(VUl. 

opulence to the family of almoit every com
batant in thefe memorahle engagements. 

THE riches of the collquerorb tiowcd froIn 
the threefold fOllfce of plU11d~;, territory, 
and c;aptivcs taken in v'ar; the fint pro
c,;ured competence and indc.vcl1,-U1':C to t~H~ 
citi~ens; the bit, employed in th,:: 111c111.::1 
¥1rts, gave them lei[ure to mingle in tht, coun
cils of their ~ou])try, \" ith the e1eY.lt1\.m and 
confequence of men \"ho had fought 11(.r b.lt
tles, and conduced to her vICtorieb. 

FROM tlllS influx of wealtH among the in
ferior ranks, the Cenfus was jncreafed,. mon; 
(itizens crowded into public life, and the {LtG 
of Athens became more democratic, 

EVEN the virtuous, but fOlIlctimcs impo~ 
litic Ariil:ides~ in order to conciliate ~Ie people 
to his defigns, weakem d the bahb of the C011-

J1:itution, and by fJ.voUling the plebeiaIl fcale l 

difconcerted the balance of Solon, while he 
annulled the exclufive pret~nfions of the arifl:o
cracy to the archoni11ip, and procured a law2 

by which the Athenian magifirates ihould be 
pmmiicuouily chofen fr(Jtn the four daues of 
citizens. This innov.ltlOn prepared the way 

8 ~r 
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for the frill greater changes, introduced twenty c if .. p. 

yea!."s. afterwards, and gradually completed by XVUI. 

Pericles; a revolution which gave a new' • ;-
• form to the commonwealth, and finally ter ... 

minated in the ruin of Athens. 
As he had devoted himfe1f to the party of 

the people, to fecure their attachment, he 
iupplied the defect of hip own fortune at the 
expence of his c~untry. He divided the con
quered lands, and diftributed the public re .... 
venues among the citizens. He annexed pen ... 
nons to all public employments, and appointed 
:hllaries to thofe who aHifted at the public tri
bunals, and the aifemblies of the people. The 
new fituation in which the Athenians were 
placed with regard to their diftant allies and 
-colonies, rendered it neceffary to make fome 
alterations in their conftitution. Pay was 
properly introduced into the Athenian army: 
when diftant expeditions and the defence of 
foreign communities rendered it requifite to 
hire foldicrs wherever they could be foun~ 
and when the A thenians had not only to arm 
in their own defence, but for the proteCtion 
of their allies;. But no fuch neceffity exifted 
[0f appointing fabries to the whole people of 
Athens for the natural exerci[e of their po
!itical funCtions, which they wt;re called upon 

to 
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C HAP. to perform, not only from a fenfe of duty, but 
X~IIl.. a fentim~nt of dignity. As the progrefs of 

corruption is always flow, a fmall fum, but 
which was gradually augmented, was regu
larly divided among the citizens, for every 
deliberation which fhey held, ani every caufe 
which they determined. 

TIllS introduced another change, ftill more 
'injurious to the dignity ann the morals of 
Athens. The defi.rc of reaping thefe emo
luments of juftice, made the people defirous 
of bringing all cau£e~~ and deliberations before 
their own aifcmblics and tribunals. This de
£gn was artfully accompliihed by Ephjaltes, 
a bold and unprincipled demagogue, whom 
Pericles employed as a proper engine to effeCt 
fuch meafures as were obnoxious to the better 
party in the commonwealth, and fo odious 
ethat he durft not fupport them by his own 
perfonal authority. While Pericles was en
gaged in foreign wars, his obfequious and 
zealous partizan promoted his ruinous poli
tics. With the affiftance of a powerful faCtion, 
he fubverted the [undamentallJ.ws and antient 
cufiomsofhi~ country; drew from the fenateand 
the tribunal of the An:opagus the coznizanceof 
the mOil import;mt cauie:s, and thus ddlroyed 
the firmeft bulwark~ of the /Hhe.ni .. ln !;onfii'tu-

iN;)n, 
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tion. Ephialtes was at laft aiTaffinated, ·but· C HAP. 

not till the evil had taken root; and hence- XVIII. 

forth we tha:ll find that all important matters of 
deliberation were brought, in the firfl: infl:ance. 
before the popular affembly • 

. HAVIN.G contrived to' gratify the avaricfl 
and the ambition of the Athenian citizens, 
Pericles fl:udied alfo to indulge their paffion 
for pleafure. The people of Athens were ex
tremely addicted to drama'tic entertainments,. 
and to gratify their propenfity to this 'fa
vourite amufement, PericTes ordered theatres' 
to be eretled of marble, and embeIliihed with 
the motl: elegalll ornaments of art. He 
opened the treafury to furniih the fuperb de
corations of the Ltage, and appropriated a part 
of the public revenue to enable the poorer 
citizens to gratifY, without expence, their 
reigning propenfity. By thefe and fimilar 
arts, Pericles had gained fuch an afcendant 
over the minds of the people, that he pof
feiTed and exercifed abfolute power under a 
republican form of government. There was' 
no difference, fays a Roman hifl:orian *, be. 
tween Pififl:ratus and Pericles, except this. 
that the one exercifed a tyrannical authority 

• V aler. Ma:x. lib. 8, cap. 9' 

by , 
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e HAP. by the {oree of arms, artd the other by the ti, 
XVIII. gour of h:s eloquence. 

" •• THE revolution which immediately took 
place in the charaCter, manners, arid conduct 
of the Athenians, w¥ the natura 1 confeq uenee 
of thefe changes in the government, and of 
the influence which great and fudden pro{
,erity generally operates on t'le minds of 
men. Under the 2:dminiftralion of Ariftides, 
Citnon, and Pericles, the revenues of the re
public had been ~ugmented threefold, and 
its dominions extended in a far greater propor
tion. The fertile {cil and happy climate of 
Attica, its filver mines and quarries of mar
ble, had greatly contributed to enrich the in
duftry of the inhabitants; but its central ntu
ation in refpeCt to Greece, to the iflands of 
the Egean, to Atra, to the Hel1efportt, and to 
:egypt, and Its commodious havens, open to 

• eVery wipd, were advantages which far tran
fcended thofe of natural produce, or local 
W'ealth. Athens was the refort of the traders 
df e~ery country, and the cornman emporium 
of the known ,world. The Athertixn gallies 
comma.nded the eaftern ihores of the Mediter
ranean, their merchan f - men poifeifed the 
t~ffic of the adjacent eouatries. Their ma
gazip.es in the capital abounded with metals, 

ebony, 
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ebony, ivory, and all the materials of' the -arts 
{hat conduce to utility or ornament, and, ac

t19 
C H N.. P. 
xvU1. 

cording tP Xenophon *', "all that was deli- --_ ... ., 
dous in Sicily, Italy, Cyprus, Egypt, 'Lydia. 
or in Pontus, was il'l greater excellence at 
,,(.thens, a~d to be purchafed with-more certairi-
ty than in the refpeCtive countries." A people 
who had enriched thcmfelves by commerc~ 
and war, thougl1t they were entitled to reap 
the fruits of their labours and their victories. 

l\1AGNIFICENCE and elegance in public 
edIfices, in temples, theatre'>, il:atues, an~ 
pittures, generally precede the introduction of 
luxury into private Efe. As a patron of the 
elegant art~, Pericles merIted not only the: 
praifes of his own age, but of aU pofterity. 
As T.hcmI11odes h:ld fortified, Pericles embel ... 
lilhed his native city with beautiful edifices, 
that foon rendered it the ornament of Greece. 
With a tafte for the liberal arts and fcienc~ 
he (lljoyed the molt ample means of encou .. 
raging genius and re:w-arding merit. He had 
removed the treafury of Greece from Delo.s to 
Athens, and, as no. immediate exigency ro
\]u.ired the application· of thefe funds to the. 
conamon caufe, they were l~berany beftowed in 

• Pe- R~. Athenian. 
. .. 

encouragmg 
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e HAP. enc()uragingevery fpedes of ingenious induftryJ 
X~III. and elegapt tafie. Phidias, the cdebrated fta--

• tuary, was appointed fuperintendan.t of the 
public works,. who affembled the firft artifts 
of Greece, and, without envy, gave encourage
ment to them all. 'Gniefs we had the con
curring tefrimony of antiquity, as w~ll as the 
;tftmired remains which frill appear, it would 
be difficult to believe, that iw-the courfe of a 
few years there ihould ha ve arifen fo many tem
ples, altars, theatres, fiatucs, baths, gymnafia, 
and porticoes, whofu exquifite elegance gave 
foreigners a high idea of Athenian genius and 
power, and attracted the admiration of fubfe
quent ages. Athens aifumed a new form 
from the hand of Pericles. Pomp and mag
nificence, elegance and tafie, fupplied the 
place of its original fimplicity and rudenefs. 
But private luxury began to accompany thIs 
public prof1ffion, and the befr citizens difcerned 
an approaching corruption of manners. 

MEAl>J while the allies, and the opponents 
of Pericles, loudly complained of his laviiliing 
the public funds, which ought to remain ap
propriated to the exigencies of war, to deck 
Athens with fupetfluous ornaments at the ~x
pence of plundered p~·ovinces. Pericles re .... 
plied, "that the Athenians were by no means 

3 refponfiblc 
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tefponfible for their conduct in this refpeCt: to 
~he allies, who ought to remain fatisjied with 

16, 
C If hoP).. 

XVIII. 

the powerful protection they received from ----" 
• the invafion of the barbarians; that ample 

provifion having been made for the necdIitiei 
of war, it was jufi and p~er that a portion of 
their wealth ihould be bellowed in diffu11ng 
plenty among the indufirious citizens, and 
giving immortal renown to the city ot 
Athens." 

THE orators too, of the oppofite party, at
tacked him with great v{!hemence, particu
larly Thucydides, the brother-in-l.nv of Ci
mono He wa<; patronized by the Athenian 
arifi:ocracy, and fet up by them to OPPOfe the 
unjufr pretenfions, and circumfcribe the illegal 
authority of Pericles. He did not po:lfefs the 
military talents by which Pericle<;; was diftin
guiilied in an eminent degree, but by his 
wifdom and candor he had acquired an a[
cendancy over the people. The conten
tion between thefe candida.tes for popular 
favour rofe to inch a height that it became 
neceffary that the one or the other ihould 
be expelled the c.lty. The artifice and ad ... 
drefs of Pericles prevailed, :1l1d Thl1cydides 
was haniihed by the Ofiracifm. Having now 
become fole mafrer of Athens, he adminifier-

VOL. II. M ed 
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e H A It. ed the affairs of the republic a~ pis pleafure, 
XVIII. and reig~~d ever it with abfolute power in its 

moil Bourifhing period. 
THE fplendid fortune and continual fuccefs 

of the Athenians; the pre£umption infpired by 
their vitl:ories over the PerfiansJ of which they 
afcribed the whole merit to themfdves; the 
atfetl:ed difplay of their fuperiority to the 
·Spartans, and their infolent qehaviour to .thdr 
allies in excluding them from all deliberations 
that concerned the general welfare, had deeply 
offended {orne of tke neighbouring {tates, and 
raifed a powerful confederacy againfl: them, of 
which the Lacedremonians were the head. Va
rious incidents had contributed to this war; 
various pretences were employed by the Lace
d~onians to juftify the (;ommencement of 
hoftilities; but the true caufe is affigned by 
the judicious Thucydides * :_H The domi
nion of Athens had become too exteniive and 
abfolute to be any longer regarded with paffi ve 
envy by the neighbouring ftates; they faw 
their fa.me eclipfed, their liberties endanger
ed, and, if they did not find, were {eady to 
make fome pretext for hoftilities, and league 
together to pluck the eagle's wing before the 

• Lib. I. Sea. 23. 

gained 
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gained a pitch above the flight of venge- C HAp. 

ance." XVIII. 

THE immediate occafion of this war was a 
quarrel betw"een the republic of Corinth and 
its flourifhing colony Corcyra. Suddenly elated 
with corqrnercial arid naval greatnefs, the Cor .. 
cyreans had long with-held thofe marks of 
deference and refped- which Grecian coloniec: 
were accufiomeel to pay to the parent fiate. 
In this ftate of things the citizens of Epi
damnus, a colony of Corcyra, implored ,the 
a-ffiftance of Corinth againft the Taulantii, an 
Illyrian tribe, who. joined with a large body of 
their own exiles, had become not on1y trou ... 
blefome. but formidable, and even threatened 
to attack the town. They had firft fought 
protection from Corcyf'a, who refufed their 
reque:A:, partly reftrained by the fe('ret prac
tices of the Epidamnian exiles, conufting of 
the principal families of that maritime repub ... 
lie. The Corinthians, more from hatred to 
Corcyra than affeCtion for the Epidamnians. 
readily fupplied the latter with a confider able 
body of troops. . 

WHEN the Corcyreans wer~ informed that 
the Corinthians had interfered in tfieJtftairs of 
their colony, fired with indignation, they in
fundy appeared with a fleet of forty fail be-

M z fore 
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C HAP. fore E pidamnusl and peremptorily demanded 
XVUI. the readIl?iffion of the exiles, ~nd the expuI

fion of the foreign auxiliaries. The demand 
was rejected with contempt, and hoftilities 
immediately commenced. The Corinthians, 
eager to defend the pl~ce, and to protect their 
own citizens now enclofed within the walls of 
Epidamnus, increafed tlu-ir armament to ic
;enty-fivc fail. The Coreyrr-ans, with a fleet 
fuperior in numbers, haftened to meet them, 
and, as they furpaffed them in naval ikill as 
well as courage, gave them a total defeat. Fif
teen Corinthian veffels were funk or defiroyed. 
and Epidamnus furrendered to the victors. 

TH:C Corcyreans ereCted a trophy on the 
promontory Leucimne, and their viCtorious 
fleet for two years kept poffeffion of the 
neighbouring feas. In taking vengeance on the 
confederates of Corinth, they fet fire to the 
Jhips of the Elians in the harbour of Cyllene. 
This attack on a people venerated for their 
fanCtity, provoked the fouthern ftates of 
Greece, who were likewife excited by the Co
rinthians, who, finee their defeat, had been. 
ufing every exertion at home and abroad to 
repair their difgrace, and to chaftife wha.t they 
deemed the rebellion of their colony. 

T'HE rulers of Corcyra, in the mean time, 
were 
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were not idle, and, knowing the enmity that C HAt'. 

fubfifted between the Athenians ar..d Corin- XVIII. 

thians, they fent amba1T3dors to Athens to 
implore the affiftance of that republic; at the 
fame time an embaiTy was fent from Corinth to . . 
counteraC}: the views of Corcyra. The claims 
of each were ftated at large before the a1Tem
bly of the people; but the eloquence of the 
Corcyreans was -heft adap!cd to convince an 
ambitious republic, and its daring le~der; who 
~onfidered that Corcyra was a powerful ma
ritime ftate, and conveniently fituated for in
vading the lower coafis of the Peloponnefus, 
of Sicily, and of the whole borders of the 
Mediterranean. The Athenians, however, had 
a refpect for appearances, and, to avoid the 
idea of violating the peace, concluded merely 
a defenfive treaty with the Corcyreans, which, 
in cafe of an at~ack, fiipulated that they 
1hould afford to each other mutual affift
ance. 

AFTER this agreement was confirmed, ten 
Athenian ihips were ordered to reinforce the 
Heet of the Corcyreans. An engagement foon 
took place between the two armaments, in the' 
narrow fea that feparates Epirus from Cor
t'yra. The Corinthians gained a complete 
victory, deftroyed feventy ihips of the enemy, 

r~ 3 anq 
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C :n A P. and were purfuing the feeble remains of their 
XVII!. fleet, whe'.l they were ftopped in their career 

by the Athenian [quadron, which, according 
to its inftruCt:ion6, had taken no part in the en
gagement, and now. only interr')o{ed to pre:
vent the utter deftruCtion of their Corcyrean 
allies. 

THOUGH theCorinthiam: had been thus fue .. 
cefsful againft Corcy-ra, yet, dreadmg the ven
geance of its new auxiliary, they laboured to 
call off the attentior, of the Athenians to the .. 
defence of their own dit1:ant colonies. Many 
of them, they knew, bore the yoke of Athens 
with regret; among thefe they fomented the 
fpirit of revolt, and prevailed on fome openly 
to rebel. Among the reft, PotidlEa, which, 
though a Corinthan colony, was yet a tribu
tary of Athens, yielded to the fuggeftions of 
the Corinthians. A fupply of two thoufand 
men was fecret]y difpatched from Corinth; 
but the Athenians having received mforma
tion of this event, fent out a fleet of forty fail 
and befieged the city. 

THE Corinthians and their confederates of 
Pe1oponnefus now made their laft appeal to 
the Spartans, whofe je?Joufy of Athens gave 
them every hope of fuccefs in their appeal. 
The reprcfentauves of the different ftates vied 
with each other III the feverity of tht:ir com-
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plaints againft the injufiice and oppreffion of ellA P. 

that power which had fo long tyran,nifed over XVIII. 

Greece; and the haughty replies of fomeAthe- ' • 
nians, who had defirt:d to be heard in defence 
of their republic, Old not contribute to con-
~iliate th~ minds of th,~ SDartan fenate. King 
Archidarnus alone feerns to have advifed mo-
deration J.!1l.1 P.l."llK uleJ.1ul""~; but a popular 
affernbly, infia~d by the fpeechcs they had 
heard, and fpurred on by their jealoufy of 
Athens, were more dl.fpofed to liften to Sthe-
neJaides, one of the Epnori, who exclaimed 
with vioknce, " Men of Sparta! what room 
is there for deliberation? while we deliberate, 
our enemies are in the field. Let us infiantly 
march and comb,lt hke Spartans." Sthene-
laides prevailed, anel the fatal war was deter-
mined. 

BUT a numerous, and in fome meafure di
vided confederacy, could not aCt wIth the 
promptitude of a £Ingle po\ver; and it was not 
till almofi a year after this warlike determi
nation, that they were prepared to invade the 
territories of Athens. In the mean while they 
endeavoured to amufe the A thenians with pa
cific overtures, where their demands were pur
pofdy fa extravagant as to excite indignation" 
rather than to produce conciliatory meafures. 

M 4 THESE 
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THESE demands were indeed received at 
Athens with mdignation, but at the fame time 

.... --- with a timidity which marked the capricious 
and :fl.utiuating charatier of an Athenian mul
titude. While thq had nothing to fear, they 
admired the bold 'an.d ardent me~fures of 
Pericles; but when danger approached, they 
feemed willing to conuder him a'i a headftrong 
l~ader, whofe {chemes were more perilous than 
advantageous. His' opponents took this op
portunity of impeaching the charach'r of the 
man, and finding fau~t with the admilllitration 
of the politiciJI1. But before [hey ope111y at
tacked himl':"!f, they vented theIr rden~~ent 
againfr his friends, d.nd framed accufa~ions 

againfr Anax"goras, Phidias, and Afpafia. 
THE firf! was accu[ed of impiety, and of 

explaining the phenomena of nature in a. 
manner inconfifrent with the popular religion. 
He maintained that the order and beau.ty of 
the univerfe {hewed it to be the work of one 
Supreme Being, poiTeiTed of wifdom and bene~ 
volence. The philofopher, aware of the pre
judices of the people, fecured his f.1.fety by 
flight; and the firfr undoubted The-i.ll: of 
antiquity was obliged to fly his country 011 

the accufation of atheifn. 
PHIDIAS was condemned for having en

graved 



ANT,IENT 11·1 S TOR Y. 
\ 

graved reprefentations both of Pericles and C HAP. 

himfelf on the 1hield of his cel~brated ftatue XVIW. 

of Minerva. For this imaginary crime, the 
jnimitable artift was expelled from a city 
which might almoft have been called the 
work of h.is own hands. 

A DISORDERLY life, and attempts to fe
duce the virtue of the Athenian matrons, were 
the charge" brought againit Afpafia. This lady 
was a native of Ionia; to perfonal beauty the 
added attraCtions of a higher kind, and wa~ 
celebrated for her knowledge, wit, eloquence, 
and extraordinary abilities. The moft diftin
guiilied men of Athens took pleafure in her 
converfation, and Socrates was wont to fay 
that from her he le,lrned rhetoric. She in
fpired the moil: tender fentiments into the. 
breail: of Pericles, who is even belicvecl to have 
married her. He pleaded her caufe with fo 
much force of argument and warmth of paf-
110n. that the judges, convinced by his reafon
ing, and affeCl:ed by his tears, pronounced her 
innocent. The impeachment of Pericles him
[elf foon followed the attack upon his chief 
friends. But after the moil: firiCl: and minute 
enquiry it appeared that he l11.d adminiil:ered 
the finances of his co,mtry with equal probity 
andjudgment, that hi~' expences had never ex-

ceeded 
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e H A ,P. ceeded the income of his private fortune, and 
XVIII. that he '\'f"as on the day of his trial no richer 
--- than when firft intrufted with the public 

money. He was honourably acquitted, and 
he now beheld himfelf a greater favourite 
with the people tha~ before his trial. In this 
crifis of popular affeCtion he pronounced with 
;rrefillible effeCt that celebrated fpeech, which 
brought on the Pelpponnc[ .... 1i war, :1ud decided 
the fate of Greece. 

" I CONTINUE ftedfafl, AtheniJ.ns, to my 
( 

former declarations, that we ought not to 
comply with the demands of an unjuft and 
overbearing foe. In the prefent moment, the 
glory, the exiftence of the republic depend 
upon our fteady adherence to this iallltary 
InaXlm. 

" I T is not to the decree againft Megara 
that we are to attribute the late conduct: of 
the Laceda=monians. Their jealoufy and envy 
have been long apparent, and they are now 
meditating our humiliation or deftruction. 
We fteadiIy refufed to repeal the decree com
plained of, and yet they have every day rifen 
higher in their infolent requifitions; what an 
exorbitancy would they have reached had we 
puJillanimoufly complied with their firft de
mand r' What then are we to expeCt from 

6 negociation, 
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negochtion, when the appeal ought already to 
have been to the {word r From this appeal 

, 11' 
C HAP. 
XVIII. 

we have every thing to expeCt: our adverfaries ----. 
every thing to fear. 

"THE natural il:rength,. the ample revenue, 
and the various refources of the republic, pro
mife the moil: favourable event to our arms. 
Above fix thoufand talents are now in the trea~ 
fury; we receive fix hupdred annually in 
tribute; the temples 'are rich in ornaments of 
gold, and the maiTy fpojls of the Perfian 
cam p are ready to be melted down in a cafe of 
exigency. By land we are il:rongly fortified, 
and three hundred {hips of war are ready to 
defend our coafis. We can infiantly march 
againft the enemy with thirteen thoufand 
heavy-armed troop~, \vhile our foreign garri
fons are complete, and a body of l1Xlcen thou
fand men is left for the deftn& of Attica. 

r' 

We can betides mufter 2,000 archers, and 
light-armed troops, :md l,200 cavalry. The 
v,lit extent of our domlillOlls, frOlll Corcyra 
and Zacynthus on one fide, and from iEgina 
'and Eubu:a on the other, fcems to embrace 
the whole circuit of the Grecian fcas. We 
poffefs tlli: great c1ufter of the Cyclades, and 
to thefe and other ifhnds of the lEgean, have 
lately added the capital acquifition of Samos. 

Many 
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C HAP. Many of the infular and maritime frates, which 
XVIII. are not fubjed to our government, will aff"o

ciate their fleets to our naval power, from their 
commercial habits or their fears. Thus Chios 
and Leibos are ready to join us. Our poffef-
1,ions on the continent are fo happily. fcattered, 
~hat they may be called chofen garrifons of 
Greece. We have Phta:!a on the Bceotian, • 
NaupaCtos and part of Acarfiania on the con-
fines of the h:tolian territory; northward, 
Eio!), Amphipolis, and many cities of Theffaly 
anct Thra..:e, b.:::long to our republic; thence 
eaftward, the entire Cherfonefe, Byiimtium, 
Seftos, and other towns on the Helldpont, 
fubmit to our authority; many likewife of 
Ionia, Caria, Lycia, and Pamphilia are fubor
d!nate to our fovereignty. In ihort, a thou
:land tributary cities ~_own the fway of Athens. 
Our influence too is in many quarters extend
ed or firengthened by our colonies. The in
terefrs and the feelings of the Athenians now 
prevail in our fcttIements in the Cherfonefe; 
in the diftriCts of the BefJ,1ta:! in Thrace; 
among the Hiftria:!i in Eubrea, in Naxos, the 
iiles of Andros, Scyros, Samos, Amphipolis, and 
the countries of the Haliartii and the Chalci-

* Ariftoph. verp. 

denfes. 
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denfes. Looking round to the wide-extended 
fovereigntyand to the ftations of the enemy, 

(7;: 
CHAp .. 

XVIII.: 

Athens feems to be fimated in the very center -----' 
of the field of war, ready to difpatch fucrouc 
and annoyance to every point of the cirde * . 

• " WHA T, on the other"h,md, is the fitua
cion of our' enemies? United by a principle of 
animofity, their attack Tllay be violent, but its 
duration muil: beJhort. To you, Atheniansp , 

the Laced<Emonians cannot' be formidable, as 
they are without money, the finews of war. 
and without a fleet, which- alone can render 
them refpeCtable in Greece. The Pelopon
nefians, with their fuperior numbers, may in
vad._ Attica, and folicit you to an engagement, 
which it is your bufinef~ to decline. To you, 
whofe nt:ds bring fupplies from every quarter 
of your empire, the dcvaitatiol1 of your coun-' 
try is of [mall importallce; but if the .Pelo-· 
ponnefus is laid wafte, your enemies muil: 
ftarve or fubmit. Your foundeft policy then 
confifts in defending your city, and preferving; 
the empire of the fea, whiGh will ultimately 
g~ve you the fuperiority, and mJintain your 
afcendancy in Greece. But, to {hew our 

• Thucyd.1ib. ii. StrJ.bo, Jib. viii. Diodor. Sic.l;b. xi. 
and xii. Paulan. Plutarch in Pericles. 

n:.odera tion, 
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moderation, and to evince to eve-ry unpreju
diced Grecian that Athens C:oes not aim at 
tyranny, "or court hoftilities, let us difmifs the 
ambafTadors with this anfwer: " That we 
will revoke our prohibitory edicts refpecting 
the Megareans, if the Spartam and other ftates 
of Greece will aboliih fimilar laws which 
they have enaCted; that we will reftore 
freedom to fuch cities as wez:e independent at 
the Iaft peace, if the Spartans will do the 
fame with regard to their dependants; that 
we are ready to fubmit all matters in difpute 
to a peaceable decifion ; and that, whatever re
ception thefe equitable propofitions may meet 
with, we will not be the aifailants, but are 
fully prepared for a vigorous defenfive "\var." 

THIS fpecch was received by the affembly 
with univerfal applaufe; the ambafTadors were 
difmitred with the anfwer propofed by Peri
cles, and communicated it to their refpeCtive 
ftates. From this time an negociation ceafed, 
and foon after the Peloponnefian war began. 

CHAP. 
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C HAP. XIX. 

Of the Rift and Pr()grejs ~ Literature, and tht 
Fine Arts, in GREECE. 

T HE rife of literature forms one of the c It A P. 

mort curi~us and interefring articles in XIX. 

the hifrory of man. No difrinClion is more 
fhiking than that which obtains between the 
necdfary arts and thofe which are called beau-
tiful or fine. Superadded to the fenfes, and pow-
ers which operate to felf-prefervation, thereare 
others of a different kind, which tend only to 
pleJ.fure. WhJt at firH view may appear fur-
prifing, the lattEr are the Inofi important, as 
well as brilliant; the improvement, embcl
liiliment; and pleafure of fociety, chiefly flow 
from them, and the charaCter of men and of 
nations is refted upon the degree of perfeCtion 
to which they are advanced. 

, ..... 1'H E origin of the fine arts is to be traced 
back to the origin of fociety. The God of na .. 
ture directs the ufe of all the faculties he hath 
given; the underfranding and the fancy court 
dleir peculIar pleafures, as well as the external 

fenfes; 
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C HAP. fenfes.; and in ev,cry favourable p.tuation man 
XIX. difplays the finer powers of, his frame. 

MEN were eloquent before the invention of 
letters, and difcovered a tail:e for the fine arts, 
when they had made little progrefs in the 
necefTary. The ha.bitations of barbarians are 
rude in their conftruCtion, but in their poetry 
there is a fublimity and enthuiiaiin which can 
fcarcely be imitated in refi.ne~ age£. 

As the arts arofe. in the moil: antient times, 
the cultivation of them has been univerfal. 
It is tQ no purpofe~ that authors have fingled 
out a few countries, as the feat of the arts, 
and appropriated the produCtions of genius to 
particular traCts of the earth. Wherever men 
have beheld the beauties of nature they have 
imitated or defcribed them; wherever they 
have had paffions or feelings they have ex
preired them; there have been poets, painters, 
and muiici,ms, ill every quarter of the globe. 

BUT although the rudiments o( the arts 
and fciences are to be found every where, it 
has been refcrved to a few nations to carry 
them to perfec1ion. 

THE Egyptians arc entitled to the praife of 

i!1'V'enrion. The arts as well as the fciences 
origin:ltcd in Egypt; but, the art of written 
language excepted, they il:ill remained in thei,., 

4 infancy. 
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infancy. The oriental nations have cultivated c It A , ... 

the arts and fdences from time immemorial, XIX. 

but they never attained to refinement in the 
one, nor perfeCtion in the other. At a very 
early period they made a certain progrefs, be-
yond whic~ they have nevet advanced. 

I Twas referved to Greece to fhike out 
elegant forms, and introduce refinement and 
tafte. From this native country of the 
mufes, the 1l:rain of literature both in antient 
and in modern times is derived. The Greek~ 
fet L.~e firft example of perfeetion in the arts; 
the fpecimens of genius which they exhibited 
fixed the frandard of elegant nature; and their 
early produtt:ions frill continue models to 
mankind. Sublime and pathetic eloquence, 
refined poetry, beautiful painting, perfett 
fculpture, fine architeCture, impafiiont:d mllfic, 
genuine hiftory, arofe in thefe celebrated re
publics; from them they were introduced 
among foreign nations, and handed down to 
fucceeding ages. The fiatues and buildings 
in ~gypt, which difcover good tille, were ex
pcuted by Grecian hands. Antient Dalbec 
in Syria, antient Palmyra in Arabia, had not 
thbfe regular magnificent palact.~ and temples 
till the fovereigm. of thefe countries called in 
artifts from Greece. In the ruins of Perfe., 

VOL, II. N polis, 
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(} HAP. polis, built by the Perfia,m, we find nothing 
XIX. but a rude magnificrcnce, and the remains of 

barbarifm, while t}-!e monuments of Balbec 
and Pannyr.l are fiill, under their ruins, mafte.r 
pieces of archite8:ure. 

LITERATURE ·and the arts among the 
Romans were derived from the fountain of 
Creece. The conqueft of Aha introduced 
opulence into ~ome, and the conqueft of 
Greece afforded the means of gratifying the 
tafte for elegance, which ariles from the pof
feffion of wealth. I, The GreciJ.I1 .1l:atues and 
paintings were purcha[ed by the Romans; 
the Grecian philo[opher~ and orators enlight
ened and refined their bJ.rbarous conquerors. 
For a long period of time the Greeb, were 
the only perions at Rome who cultivated the 
liberal atts with any degree of {uecd's. Gre
cian artifts adorned the walls of Roman pa
laces with paintings, built the temples, the 
porticos, and the triumphal arches of thefe 
mafters of the world. The Romans adopted 
the Grecian philofophy. Their heft poets, 
Virgil, Horace, and Terence, imitated or 
tranUated the Grecian authors. 

THE introduCtion of fa!hions and modes 
from one country to another hath generally 
taken place in a different fituation of affairs. 

A nation 
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A nation in the height of profperity and gran
deur hath often attrac.ted the frudy and imi

:179 
I 

C II A P .. 

XIX. 

tation of its neighbours. The tafie for French ---.... 
literature, and the diffufion of the French lan-
guage, prevailed among the neighbouring na-
tions in cOJ}fequence of the"greatnefs and ce-
lebrity of Lewis the XIV tho The arts of 
England too followed the progrefs of their 
a rms, and after the-glories of. the laft German 
war, our language and literature were ftudied 
on the continent. But Greece, when ftript 
of htr political power, when a province of 
Rome, preferved her fovereignty in the fci-
cnces and in the arts, txerciied a nobler emnire 

~ 

than that of arms, civilized her conquerors, 
and gave law to the hum:m mind. Athens :I1ill 
continned the nurfery of learning, and the 
academy of the Roman cmpire. AU whc :If
pired to fpeak with eloquence, or to cultivate 
good tafic, frequented Athens, and ftudicd 
under the great mafters of oratory. The Gre
cian learning continued a requifite branch of 
educ,I1.tion; the Grecian tongue was the lan
ruage of politenefs, and, what will appear 
furprizing, furv'ived the Roman in its purity, 
remaining without any cC(niiderdble variation 
from th.e time of Home:- to the t2king of Cari-

N 2 frantulOpk 
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C HAP. t1:antinople by the Turks~ that is during the 
XIX. fpace of three thoufand years. 

--~.;- AFTER the taking of Conftantinople in 
the fifteenth century, the Greeks, who fled 
for refuge into Italy, introduced the ftudy of 
their language; letters began to revive, and 
genius to awake. The antients were ftudied 
and imitated. Their poetry, painting, fculp
ture, and architeCture, w(:re models to the 
moderns, and Greece became again the fchool 
of the arts and fciences. Befides, therefore, 
their claim as a hation, the Greeks have a 
further title to our attention, as in fome mea
i"ure the parents of literature and the anceftor~ 
of the human mind. 

I T is a curious but well authenticated fact 
in the hiftory of all nations, that poetiLal 
(;ompofition has been antecedent to profe, and 
that the Drft authors were the bards or rhap
fodifts. Among the fpecies at large, as well 
as among individuals, imagination and fenfi
bility, the true fources of poetical infpiration, 
precede the improvement and expanfion of 
dle reafoning faculty ~ Lively and impreffible 
minds are led by an inftina: of natUl e to ex
prefs their feelings, whether of pleafure or 
pain, to celebrate the gods whom they wor-

iliipl 
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fhip, the heroes they admire, and the events C H.A P: 

which they wiih to deliver down to pofte- XI". 

rity. Every ear is fenfible to the charms of 
harmony; and poetical numbers, efpecially 
when recommended and enforced by the ac
co~panime.nts of mufic, muft have given uni-
verfal pleafure. 

POETICAL compofition, thus introduced 
by nature, was c01!tinued by,neceffity. Before 
the invention of letters, and in the abfence of 
written records, the ear was caned to the aid 
of memory, and verfe was ennobled, a s being 
the {ole vehicle of religion, learning, and hif
tory. Hence memory was deified, and the 
muies confidered as her immediate offspring*. 
Compofitions of every kind affumed a poetical 
form. Hiilory was delivered, philof0phy was 
taught, laws were promulgated, in verfe; the 
hiftorian, the moralift, and the legifiator, ail 
who applied their genius or their rearon to 
the purpofes of inftrudion or entertainment, 
communicated to the public the fruits of their 
fiud}t through the medium of metrical num ... 
bers. Hence an opinion of fomething ele
vated and even facred became a nnexed to the 
character .of bard; a poetical genius wai 

.. Hefiod. Theogo\l. v. 52. 

efteemed. 
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C HAP. efteemed an effeCt of divine infpiration, and a 
J<IX. tok<-11 of celell-ial favour; and the paet who 
-- carried with him the chronicle of paft and of 

prefent timcs_ enjoyed the rights of univerfal 
hofpitality, and was admitted to difiingui1hed 
honours. Perfon~ in the highdl: ftations of 
life were ambitious to excel in this literary 
career. Achilles, as we are informed by Ho
mer, fung to his lyre the llraifer oi" departed 
heroes; Amphi011, to whofe poetical and mu
fical powers fuch amazing cfiCCts are afcribed, 
reigned in Thebes; I\1e1ampus obtail,cd the 
royal dignity ill Argos; and Chiron, the wife 
centaur, though entitled by his birth to rank 
among the princes of Theilaly, preferred the 
cultivation of his poetical talents to ambition, 
and, retiring to a cavern in Mount PelIon, 
conveyed lnfiruc.bon in verfc to the celebrated 
heroes of the Trojan war. 

AMONG the antient Greeks, as among the 
rude inhabitants Qf modern Europe, the 
charaCter of mufician was joined to that of 
poet. Ver[c feems to have been always rung, 
and mufical accompaniment was deemed ef
fential to its perfeCtion. 

TUE early mnfic of Greece was probably 
neither artificial nor intricate. But it is dif
iicult to fuppofe that the elegant perceptions 

and 
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a.nd fine organs which gave form to a moll: C HAP. 

harmonious language~ and to a firuCture of XIX. 

verfe, which, under the difadvant~ges of a 
modern pronunciation, is ftill univeri:tlly cap-
tivating, could have produced or tolerated a 
vicious and inelegant i1:ile- of melody. Sim-
plicity in' mufic as well as in poetry is per-
fectly confill:~nt with elegance, and what is 
moll: affecting i~ both is generally the molt 
fimple. . 

THE early poets, of whom any memorial'> 
remain, were not natives'tlf Greece, but of 
Thrace or of Afia Minor. Homer mentiom 
Thamyris the Thracian contending in fong 
with the mutes themftlves in Peloponnefus t.. 

Olen the Lyeian was the inventor of the 
Greci:lD hexameter ver1e; and hib hymns, 
,,,hieh were fung at the foi1:ival of Apollo at 
Ddos, in the time of lIcrodotus, Wert: the 
moft antient known to the Greeks. The 
hymns of Thamyris and Orpheus were ad
mired for their f:i:ngular fweetneis even in 
the. time of Plato; and the Thracians, Tha ... 
myris, Orpheus, MU1;£us, Eumolpus, with 
Olen the Lycian, were the aekr:owledged fa
thers of Grecian poetry, and the firft who at-

'* IIiau. lib. ii. ver. 595-

N4 tempted 
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C H A 1'. tempted to reclaim their countrymen (rom bar .. 
XiX. barity,and,tointroduce thatrefrnementof man-

'I" , 'It j ners, tafte, and language, which. in fubfequent 
ages diftinguifhed a Greek from a barbarian *. 
Olympus, the father of Grecian mufic, whofe 
compofitions Plato calls divine t, waS' a Phry
giaa. The Thracian Greeks were probably 
deftroyed in early times by the hoftile in .. 
c~rfioRs of their northern ne.tghbours; many 
of the Afiatic Greeks too were compellt:d to 
leave their original feats in confequence of 
the Ionic and 1Eolic migrations; bl\t let
ters did not fuffer by the change. Ionia was 
probably the birth place, and certainly the re
fidence, of Homer. In his geography of coun ... 
tries he fpeaks of them as more or lefs diftant 
in proportion to their bearing from the loman < 

territory. He de1.cribes zephyrus as a rude 
and boifterous wind. This circumftance ap
pears fo inconfiftent with the foft and gentle 
quahty of the zephyr celebrated by the poets of 
aU times, that it has been urged againft Ho
mer as an error in defcription. But an inge ... 
nious and modern tra veUer :t has vindicat~ the; 

'It Arifl:9ph. Raj1~. t Plato Minor, p. 3l8. 

t Mr. Wood. See his EJfay on the Original Genius 
~d Writings of H9mer ~ 

poet, 
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poet, by informing us that the cold wind C HAP. 

which blows from the Thracian mountains XIX. 

upon the lEgean mnft of courfe be a weft 
wind with regard to Ionia. Hefiod, next to 

Q 

Homer in fame, was born at Cumre; and the 
remaining mafters of epic 'Poetry, as they are 
generally (Wed, Antimachus the Colophon ian, 
Panyofis of Halicarna1Tus, and Pifander of 
Camirus, were al~natives of the Afiatic coaft-. \ 

I T is no lefs remarkaole, that the nine 
lyric poets, except Pindar the Theban, and 
Stefichorus the Sicilian, were born in Leifer 
Afia, or the iilands of the .lEgean fea. The 
moft antient profe writers too, Cadmus of 
Miletus, and Pherecydes of Syros, boafted the 
fame origin; and in a fubfequent age, Halicar
nafI"us gave bjrth to Herodotus, the father of 
legitimate hiftory. 

NOT only poetry and hiil:ory, but painting, 
fculpture, and architeCture, iirft rofe to emi
nence in this enchanting dimate, and derived 
their iirft improvements from the ingenuity of 
the Ioruans. They imitated and furpaffed the 
arts which they found praCtifed among the 
cultivated and refined nations of Phrygia 
and Lydia; they blended their mufic with 
their own, and by that means improved both; 
they firft rivalled and tht:n excelled them in 

aU 
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XlX. 

A VIEW OF 

aU the arts of ddign, in painting~ fculpture. 
and architecture. This country al{o gave birth 

---- to Ariftagoras, woo was the inftruaor of Pe-
Picles, and the philofopher of mind, who firit 
announced to antiquity the ~iftence of a Su
preme and All-perfect Being, the Cre;ator of 
the world. 

LIT.RATU:RE, tafte, and fcience having 
~figinated in Leifer Afia, wece gradually dif
fufed from that country over Greece, Italy, 
and Sicily . 

.. I r is a fubjeCl: n'ot unworthy of invdl:iga
tion, to enquire into the caufes that contri
buted to the rife and progrefs of literature and 
the arts III Ionh'1.. 

A L I VEL Y fennbility to the works of na
ture is the firfr ingredient in the charaCter (.It 

the poet or the pall1ter. The various regiom. 
of the earth are dlfl:inguifhed by nature by a 
particuhr complexion, a boldnefs of feature, 
or a gCll tlCllelS of exprefilon. The weftern 
coull: of the Aiiatic continent is univerfally 
acknowledged to be one of the moft delicious 
countrIes in the worlrl, remarkable for the 
fertility of it& {bil, and ex.cclling Greece in 
the f,-helty of it& fine clllnate, whiLh was 
no Ids pleafing to the [enres than enlivening 
to the imagm.ltlon. The gay and finiling af-

pc~t 
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pea: of a piCturefqu,e region, u~der an un
clouded iky, diverfified by hllls and vallies, 
interfected by rivers, broken by bays and pro- '!!!I'~~i. $"'~('!IIIItIJ"lI. =_1 
montories, and adorned with natural beauties 
and noble profpecrs, excites thofe emotions 
'whic~ &ive birth to poetry. Alone with 
nature in her favoured haunts and delight-
ful rece1Ies, men feel with viva<;ity, and 
give vent to tl.eir feelings in animated la'n-
guage, which is believed' to flow from in(pi-
ration. 

THE profeffion of a bard, which is [0 »11-

portant in every barbarous period, attraCted 
uncommon attention and reverence about the 
time of the Trojan war, and after that ev<:nt. 
In thofe ages religion was one of the great 
principles of government, and valour was the 
firfi virtue held up to admiratiofl. But the 
bards chiefly contributed to fupport the fyf
tern of religion- by their theogonies or gene
alogies and hifbories of the gods, and pow
erfully recommended the practice by the 
beautiful hymn:, with which they adorned 
the facred ceremonies. Whae they incited 
men to piety by finging the praifes of the 
gods, they animated them to valour by cele
brating the glory of departed heroes. Both 
were fingularlyadapted to affect that [uper-

fiitious 
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e"'H A P. ftitious temper and romantk fancy which were 

XIX. the prevailjng charaiteriftics of the Grecian 
- tribes in the early ages. 

BEFORE the invention of letter~ and multi .. 
plication of books, men gained their know
ledge like Ulyffes, b5' vifiting many Cjtiis and 
converjing with many men. The refpeCt and 
veneration annexed to the character of bard 

• 
kcured to that da[s of men a ,velcome recep-
tlOn at all religious feftivals and public folem
nities. The charaCter., and events of a rude 
unpoliilied age, in wHich human nature {hoots 
wild and free, and hiftory has often the air of 
romance, IS highly favourable to heroic poe
try. The Trojan war, in which all Greec~ 
was united againft Afia, the fate of Priam's fa
mIly, and the fan of his antient kingdom, the 
wanderings and adventures of the Trojan and 
Grecian heroe& after the taking of Troy, 
opened a wide held for poetical narration and 
defcription, and prefented fubjeCts fuitable to 
the dignity of the epic mufe. Homer was 
not the tirft, though certainly the moft fuc
cefsful bard who attempted this theme. The 
admIration of his countrymen who heard him 
recite, in fublimc and animated ftrains, the 
heroic atchievemcnts of antiquity, has been 
feconded and ,onfirmed by the approbatiDn 

of 
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C HAl'. 
'XIX. 

of all fucceding times. When poetry is tranf. 
mitted by oral communication, fucceeding 

h f h 
. __ .... I}!_l. 

poets learn to repeat t e verfes 0 t elr pre-
deceifors. Tradi~ionary poetry, like tradi-
tionary knowledge, receives alterations and 
improvements from age ·to age. After fre-
quent r~petitioJ1 the ear rejects what is dif-
cordant, the tafie what is difgufiing, conge-
nial fancy fuggtJls addItional embellifhments, 
and the early poems of nations receive the 
!ail: poliih. In this manner the Iliad and 
Odyifey gradually aifumed the form in which 
they now appear. 

HOMER lived before the return of the 
Heradid::e into Greece .1:. After that evc.nt, 
the great .lEol:~ and Ionic migrations operated 
a complete revolution in the fiate of Lower 
Alia, and idled it almoil: entirely with new 
inhabitants. 

THE IEOLIC MIGRATION immediately 
{olluwed the conqueft of Peloponne[us by 
the ddcendants of Hercules. Penthilus. 
one of the [ons of Orefies, accompanied 
by multitudes of his countrymen, formed a 
i"ettlement in Eubrea. Malaus and Clenes, 
fprung from Agamemnon, aifembled anum-

• Mitford, p. 16c. 
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h~t Gf Peloponnefian. fu~itiVl!Sitl Locris, and 
pa-fling- thence tQ 'Alia Mihdr, founded the 
town of Gimtt. Thus the whole fea coaft, from 
Cynrcus on the propontis to the river Her
mus, together with the Wand of Lefuos, was 
fettled by emigrants' from Breotia and Pe1o-' 
ponnefus, and received the name of lEolia . 

• THE great IONIC MIGRATION took place 
at a later period, 2;nd was ronduCted by Ne
lelFs and Androelus, the younger 10ns of Co
dn.ts, upon the fucceffion of Medon to the 
archonfhip. It conlified of a vaft multitude. 
of adventurers, many Athenians, and almoft all 
the Ionian and Metienian families which had 
taken refup:e at Athens from the Dorian il1-o 

vail0n. They took potieffion of Lower AHa, 
from the river Hermus fouthward to the 
protnontory of Pofideion, together with the 
rich Wands of Chios and Samos; and, atioci
ating with all the Greek inhabitants, founded 
tweJve cities, which ro{e to opulence and 
power. Thefe were Miletus, Ephefus, My
us, Lebedos, Priene, Colophon, Teos, Ery ... 
threa, Phoc~a, Clazomenx, Chios, and Samos ; 
to which was afterwards added Smyrna, ob· 
tained from the' lEolians. Thefe cities, 
though ft'parately governed by their own ma
gifrrates, maintained a bond of political con
, 9 nernon 
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neetiolt with earll other, and held \ 0ccafion
ally a general council, in which t~ey delibe-

eM AP~ 

XIX. 

rated concerning the interefts of the confe- ___ F". 
deracy. The territory thus acquired on idle 
continent of Afia fcarcely reached allY where 
forty mil~s from the fea' co aft, but extended 
near four hundred in length from the north 
of molis to the fouth of Ionia. 

SOUTHWARQ of this tract, and in that 
corner of Afia which retained the name of 
Caria, the Tr:l'zenians founded Ha1icarna1Tus, 
which foon excelled the' parent city. The 
neighbouring i!1and of Rhodes was early 
peopled by a Grecian tribe, and is celebrated 
by 1 lamer for its profperity and power. By 
a happy form of government, and a fuccefs
ful 8pplication to commerce, the Rhodians 
Houriihed early in arts and arms, and extended 
thelf authority over a confider-able par lion of 
the neighbouring continent. Halicarnaflils 
and Rhodes were the two principal Grecian 
Hates in Aiia, whofe people took the appella
tion of Dorians. 

THE colonies which migrated to IOlam 
from Athens, after the death of Codrus and 
the abolition of the royalty, mrried along with 
them the principles of liberty, wlllch at that 
tune difiinguiihed the Athenians, and became 

general 
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C HAP. general in Greece. While they retained tha 
XIX. fame ingepuitYf the fame enthufiafm, and the 

fame poetical and pleafing fyftem of fuperfti
tion which they derived from their European 
anceftors, they poffeffed advantages peculiar 
to themfe1ves. Ha'r'affed by internal diffen
tions, and torn by the firuggle of contending 
f~Ctions for power, Athens continued in po
verty and barbarity till the otime of Solon; 
but its colonies in 'the eafl enjoyed profound 
peace, and acquired fudden profperity. From 
their vicinity to Phrygia and Lydia, the heft 
cultivated and moft opulent regions of Lower 
Afia, they learned the arts of induftry and in
genuity; to dye wool, to work mines of gold, 
to mould figures in bronze, and to cultivate 
the fine arts. Availing themfelves of their 
fituation, they turned their attention to fo
reign commerce, which h:, d been neglected 
by the Phrygians and Lydians. Commanding 
the mohths of great rivers, and p9fIeffing can ... 
venient harbours, they foon made fuch progrefs 
in maritime and inland trade as raifed feveral 
of their cities, particularly Miletus, Colophon, 
and Phocrea, to wealth and power *' • In the 
eighth century before Chrift, they had an in-

• Strabo. p. 5th. 

tercourf.e 
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tercourfe with 'Egypt, and for a length of 
time monopolized the trade of tha,t country. 
Thus ble1Ted by the advantages of nature, 
and enriched by the acquiiitions of art, they 
felt a dcGre, or found a demand for new and 
InOre ~e~ned pleafures, and began to culti
vate the elegant arts and amufements which 
[pring from leifure, and miniila to luxury;. 
Elegance, gaiet~ telldl:l ncfs, and fometimes 
dignity, charaC1erife the I~nian mu(e. The 
paffionate and tender Sappho breathed the 
feniibility and ardour of love; while her lover 
Alca:us, though he chiefly indulged the gay 
and fportive :!trains of the mute, poi1eiTed a 
geniu& fitted for fubjcets of greater dignity *. 
Voluptuous gaiety, the p1eafures of love and 
of vyine .. are the 10k themes of Anacrcon, as 
they were the chief purfuit of his life. The 
charaCter of an elegant volu ptuary is uIll10Ilnly 
preftrved in his works; and his ityle is dlilin
guifhed by an origina1 fimphcity" purity, and 
fweetnef~. The tender Simonides indulged 
the plaintive tones of elegy, and mdtcd the 
heart to forrow. Stefichorus attempted higher. 
~trains, and fung of battles and heroes. But 

* QIintd. lib. x. cap. r. 
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C HAP. of thefe poets, celebrated by the Greeks, and 
X1X. imitated by the Romans, a few fragments only 

remain, ,tufficient to make us regret the in
jury that we have fuftained by the ravag';!s of 
time. 

PAINTING and fcnlpture, as well as poe
try, arofe in the aelig,tful and infpiring cli
mate of Ionia. The Grecian religion, which 
~as fo favourable to the cultivation of poetry, 
was no lets propi~ious to t1ft progrds of the 
other imitative arts. When wealth and re
finement are introduced ,unong a people, they 
afpire to have temples worthy of their divi
nities, and ilatues tha t rcprefent and feem to 
realife their perfection<;. The popular [u
perilition was h3ppily adapted to the art of 
the paintt::r and the fiatuary. AbfiraCt e[
fences and metaphyfic.ll powers ,,>Tere un
known to the Grecian theology. As the cli
vinities of Greece were believed to poiTefs the 
human form, though infinitely more perfect. 
and fublime, the artifi, by comparing and 
feleding the elegant forms of nature, and 
exalting his conceptions to ideal excellence, 
could, without ihocking probabilIty, give a 
fupernatural dignity to his work. The happy 
climate of Ionialto(), producing the human 

figure 
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figure in its moil: exquifite proportions, ex- C HAP. 

hibited that living and real beauty ;lNhich in XIX. 

le[s £lVoured regiom is the work of fancy or .. 
:lbftraclivh. 

iN the feventh century before our era, the 
degant arts and productions of the Ioniam em
bellit11cd the wealthy capit.llof the Lydian kings, 
and were diffufcd over the dominion <; of th<." 
European Greek~. Alanne4 by the incurGons 
c.f a Cimmerian horde, many of the Ionian. 

. anifis emigrated to the wealthy cities of Si
"yoP alJd Corinth, where they found protec
tion and encouragement. Bathyc1es, a native 
uf Magndia, cclehratcd [or its painters, tix<.:d 
his refidence at Spart,l. By order of the fenate, 
he made the throne of the Amyclean Apollo, 
the iLl.tues nf Diana Leucophrync, of the 
Gr,lCes and the Hours, and all the other o~'na
mcnts within the confccrated rrecillcts of 
the tenlple. The fonowing century, Sei11is 
and Dipcnus, natives of Crete, enriched md.

ny citIes in Europ.::, as 'well as in Atla, by 
their uroductions; and foon Jfterward An-

" thcrmus and Bupa)us g<lve to the wodd thofe 
\vorks which were the admiration of the 
mofi: enlightened ages of GrtfCe and Rome. 
The ring of Polycrat~~, the tyrant of Samos, 
made by Polydorus, and mentioned with fuch 

O ,.. '111 "1,,,[,. .... .£ J.'~ l-l " 
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C H A 1"'. applaufe by PlirlY '*, was lik~\yife the work of 
XIX. this age. 

BUT 'Athens gr.ldual1y furpaffed the fame 
of h ... r colonies, and became the feat 110t only 
of e,mpire but of literature, the fine arts and 
philofophy. 

THf.. conqueft of Lydia, by 'Cyrus the 
Great, contributed to this event. Crrefus, 
~the magmficent monarch

b 
of that wealthy 

kingdom, had aiTembled the J onian [.1ges and 
men of ktters at his court. When the Lydian 
mona:-chy was annexed to the Perfian empire, 
Jiterature took refuge at Athens, to which 
PififtrJtus and his fon Hipparchus invited the 
learned and ingenious, to embelliih their court, 
and polifh the Athenians. I have menti'Jned 
that PiilftrJtus colleCted the Iliad and Odyiley 
of Homer, and inftituted a public library for 
the benefit of men of [cience. His fon Hip
p:lrchus augmented the colleCtion of books 
b'~gun by his father, and extended the :GlIDe 
patronage and proteftion to the learned. He 
gavc a peniion to the roct Simonides to re
fide at his court, and fcnt a fifty-oared galley 
to bring Anacreon to Athens. . 

AFT ER the cxpulfioll of the Pififtratidre 

*' Iiu. xxxyji. Sea. -4-. 

literature 
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literature and refinement declined among the C HAP. 

Athenians. An unfcttled governmdlt, torn XIX. 

by the fadions of CliftheIles and I iagoras, and 
1ubjeCt to rapid revolutions, was httl~ ~dapted 
to. the cultivation of letters. or an intercourfe 
with the mU[es. A high-[piritcd people Vlcre 
more intent on action th.~n fpeculation, and 
had to run their careel jn arms lxfore they' 
began their progr~[s in art~··. A rude kind 
of drama had been intro(lllccd, and wab ex-
hibit-;;d in the village s of A ttic3. in the cart 
of Thefpis; Ionia !ud [cnt philoiophers to 
prefi.dc over the education, and [arm the minds 
of the illuftrious youth; but no art or il:icnce 
flourifhed at Athens tiJI aftlT the l\.dian 
war. 

Tm: iingular awl fplcl1did events of that 
war heightened the fpirit and ardour (If the 
Greeb, and gave a neW elevation and enthu
fiafm to the Athenian character. The [poils 
of Afia enriched the conquerors of l\;IarJo
llius and Tigranes, Th(! rrofuiion of gold 
and Glver found in the Pcrfian camp after the 
battles of Plata;a and MycalC; the inundation 
of wealth poured into the country from the 
fnccecding vIctories of eiman, ,,,hen Greece 
wdged ofl"enfive war againft Afia for plunder 
" wdl as viCtory, enriched individuals as well 
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as the frd.te, and ,vas diffufed among the body 
of the pe<;;ple. Cirnon, whofe original patri

----- mony v;as infufficient to difcharg~ his father's 
debt to the public, fuddcnly became po{fci1'cd 
of fuch immenfe wealth, that feafting the 
Athenian people W2tS to him an ord!nary ex: 
pence. 

THE redemption of prifoners taken in bat
tie produced a ne\"l ~ccefTion, 'Jf V{C;11th to the 
conquerors; while' the former, ~mFloyed in 
menial arts and handicraft trades, g:lve leifure 
and competence to fhe latter to enjoy a higher 
rank, and purfue J"'1ore elevated ocellp<,tioll'. 
The companions and fellow foldiers of Mil
tiacies, Themifioc1es, Ariflides, and Cimon, 
appeared in the public :lffembly with th'e con
iequence of thofe who had fought the battles, 
contributed to the victories, and ihared in the 
glories of their country. Per[ons fo dented 
by national pride and perfon.11 importance, 
diidained to pracrife the mechanical profef
fions; to find them more congeni<11 and ele
gant employment,::J decree paiTed prohibiting 
flaves from the exen,ife of painting and fculp
ture. Thus the mechanica1 and liberal arts 
were feparated at Athens; and the latter bc
ingappropriated to free citizens, received addi
tional diglllty. From that period the moft 

ambitic)u5 
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ambitious mind difdained not the pencil or C HAP. 

the chifel; the labour as well as the defign XIX. 

ennobled genius and led to fame. Hehce 
grandeur of conception was cOlll'u~nf"d with 
the moil: elegant execution;. nor was the time 
employed bn the work any confideration to 
the artiil: who laboured for immortAlity. The 
celebrated ftatue of Laocoon employed the' 
Eves of a father an'd his two fone; *. 

ANOTHER circumft .. mce wh!ch contributed 
to the progrefs of refinemegt and the arts at 
Athens, ,vas the adminiftr.ltion of Pcridt:s, 
who, befides an elegant tane derived Ii om 
nature and improveu by educltion, pOffeiTed 
a liberal fpirit and unbounded power. Peri
des comes not at prefcIlt to our view a~ the 
IlJiniil:er, or rather diftator of the republic, 
but as a patron of letters; enlightciJLd by the 
philofophy of AnaX-lgoras, and poliihed by 
his intercourfe with the accompliQled Af .. 
'pafia, he faw and felt the value of tho:/.e arts 
which adorn focicty and refine manners. 
\Vith a tafte for the liberal arts and [ei .. 

epces, Pericles enjoyed the moft ample means 
of rewarding them. The bank of the gene .. 
faJ cuntributions had been remo,,~d from De-

~ Plin. lib. xxxiv. cap. 7. 

105, 
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C HAP. los, and no immt·dlatc exigency demanding 
XIX. the application 01 thefe tre,lfun:s fa the com

mall cJ.uft, he converted them 10 the pur
pofes of embelliG1ing the city, with a zeal and 
ailiduity that foon rendered Athens the orna
ment of Greece, and gave it the empire in 
arts as well as in arms; nor did Pendes find it 
difficult to procure the confc.:nt of his country
l1\en to tIlls '.lie of the public fil11ds, and to em
ploy in adorning the City the treafures which 
had blcn given for itt> dlfcnce. Dramatic 
poetry, phllo[ophYr .11chitU:lure, lculpturc, 
and paintmg vvcre now cultIvated with [ue
cds, and att.uned to dii1:inL'Ulfhcd honours. ,--' 

THr A rRICA L entertainments form, in all 
countlics, a lurious and u[\.Jul fubjeCt of fpe
culatJon, J.S they not only mark the natiol1CJi 
fedmg<; :llJcl dlJ.r,H~ter, but s,ive addltiolU.l 
fl:reng'-t:l to thoie flcJmgs, and ~hat c.hJraCter, 
flom ',dlKh thlY .lIC ltcllVC(1. But in Greec.e 
the theatre WdS elll uhju:'1: of capital import
ance and dl.:!,nity; dl ama tIC rcpreiClltatlOl1S 
formed a ilnking pJl t of relIgiou:, \VOr111ip, 
and the c.xpence of fupportinJ them e:xceedLd 
tlut of the at my and n,wy together. No 

people 
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people were ever fo paBion.1te1y attached to C HAP. 

thefe entertainments as the Athenians. Their XIX. 

chief employment and delight was to amufe 
themfelves with works of gmius and tafte, 
and to judge of the dram.ltic perforn1ances 
that were reprefented by publIc authority fe-
veral tin)es in the year, particularly at the 
feaf1::s of Bacchu~, Vv hen the tragic and comic 
poets difplltLd fOI the pnze. So widely dif-
fufed was this taRe, that the common people 
committed to memory the fine pJ.iTlges of 
tIllS poet, and learned to-repeat the philofo-
phical fentiments and pOdlC.ll numbers uf 
Ejl! ipides. 

TIl:C drama, in antient as in modern Eu
rope, aroic from the ceremonies of rdigion. 
The name') of Tragedy *' and Comedy f fuf
hciently pomt out th~lr origin. Amilifl: the 
fdlivlty and joy of the vint.lge, the Gre,?ks 
had been early accufl:omed to fing the pr.1ifcs 
of BJcchus in extemporary 11:rai11'>. At thde 
ftf1::ivab they had b~en accui1:omeJ not only 
to chant Dithyrambic hymns to the boul1tiful 
god of wine, but a1fo to reprefent by .1ttiOll 

the exploits and atchievemen~s afcnbcd to 
him by the pacts, and traniinitt-.:d hY,111ticnt 

~ T pXY£JOI.z, the fang of the (}(Mt. 

t J<..w"'I<)~/a) the fang of the V lll..:ge. 

tr a.:li ti~.)11. 
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C HAP. tradition. Dramatic imitation being efta-
XIX. bliihed in the £'1cred ceremonies, was gradu

ally extended; and the poets, inftead of re
citing, reprefented the ftriking events or 
agreeable fictions of antiquity. As the more 
ferious parts of the I1ionyfian feftiul gave rife 
to tragedy, fo the gayer and more ludicrous in
tro.duced comedy. The Athenians were ex
tremely addiCted to taillery a.n& iuv;;8:ive, and 
2.t the vintage fdl:ival g<lve a 100fe to the 
wildcft and moil: licentious extrava.;ance. 
The women mafked: and Jifgufcd with lee<; 
(jf wine, and the men drt- {fed in rude groteique 
hJ.bits like fJtyrs, vented fuch irregular fallies 
as their inebriated imagill<ltiom furnilhed en 
the inihnt. The f,ltire and fcurrility they in·· 
dulged in thef~ vilbt;c amufements, their 
mafks and' difguifes jn the hairy habits of fa
tyrs, their W.Flton fongs and dances at the 
phallic ceremonje~, form a complete uutline 
of the firf\: drama. Wben dialogue and repar
tee were added, it became a nufque, and in 
this Hate it is difcovered in very early times 
in the villages. Having afiull1cd the 111ape 
of a dnm'l, it attraCted the curioftty of th(" 
villagers; "ho, in return for their amufement, 
decreed to th~ perfvnner a. prize, which con
Li1ed of a cai},;: of \-vine. The firft form of 

thefe 
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there dramatic exhibitions was very different 
from their fubfequent improvement~; yet, to 

2~3 

CH AP. 
XIX. 

/hew the attachment of the Greeks to their ----
antient cufi:oms, they always retained the 
f~ng of the chorus as a princip_l1 p.t.rt of 
the pcrfolmance, the cu1'l:om of c0l1ccaling 
the faces of the actors with a maik, and the 
difhibution of prizes to the moft fuccefsful 
competitor. Even the dark bombafr of the 
Dithyrambic hymn continue-d till the time of 
h:1chylus, and marks fome of his tragt:die<:;; 
and the liccntioufi1cfs ano. obfcenity of the 
vintage fangs difringuii11ed and dii1;raced 
Athenian comedy till the age of Ivlcnander. 

REWARDED with the praife of the vil
lage" the rural poets were led by a natural-
ambition to f'xhibit their dramatic entertain
ments at the capital. Acconlingly, in the fifty
fourth Olympiad, Suflrion, a native of Ic.L
rius, prefented a comedy at Athens ort a 
moveable ftage or fcaffald. This was the firit 
drJm.t exhibited in that city; the author on 
thefe occaholls was the actor of his own 
piece; and the rude interludes of Dacchu<J 
,lnd the L'ltyrs were introduced occafionally by 
the Silcni and Titfri, whofe {()ngs and dances 
were, epifodical to the drama. Comedy at th'it 

time appear& not to h" ve been committed to 
writing. 

I 
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e HAP. wflhng. The .tiff! author of written comedy 
XIX. was Epich~rmus the Sicilian, who being cn-

,,*., tertain~d in an elegant court at Syracuie, re
jeCted the mummeries of the fatyn, and com
pOted his drama on a more regular ~~nd refined 
plan. 

, TRACrDY was of a later invention, and 
ow~d its rude heginnings to Thefpis, who 
introduced one actor to the relief of tl..c cho
rus, whoD> fong~ and dances formerly con
fiitudcd the whole dnm 1. From Thdpis, 
tragedy ddcended t11ro'1~~h Pratina~, Caicy
nm, and Phrynichus, to JE[chylus, the fi.rft 
trJ.gic roct \\ hOle works luve been tr:lnfinit
ted to pofienty. 

\tVREN this nc,\' il,ccies of compofition VILlE: 

introduced, many ingenious competitors began 
to entcr the career of fame, and to contend 
for theatric.ll honours. Thefpis was fuc
<..eeded 9Y Pr,ltin:l.s, a native of Peloponncfus, 

\ 

who wrote fIfty tragedies. He entered the 
lifts wi.th Ch~rilus and lEfchylus. before the 
bdttle of Marathon, and gaiued the prize by 
one of his compofitions. 

PHjZYNICHU~ was the difciple of Thefpis. 
He firfi introJuced the meafure of tetrame
ters, as the trochaic foot IS moil: proper for 
(lancing, and the drama of that age was ac-

com p:mi-=c\ 
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companie~ with dances chataCteriftic and ex- C HAP. 

planatory of the fable. Dancing was fo effential XIX. 

a part of the early drama, and the peop!e were ~~ 

fo much attached to the old Bacchanalian cuf-
toms, that the early reformers of tragedy found 
'it a difficult talk to make; the dance accord to 
the {ubjeet of the {cene. This part of the {pec
tacIe was gcnerally under the direetion of the 
poet, who was .often a prim.ira1 performer;, 
but when he was inwmpetent to this part of 
his duty, he called in the affiib.nce uf a pro
fdfed ballet-mailer, who 'formed da'1ces upon 
the int:idents of the play, anJ inllructed the 
ChOfliS hoVv to perform them. The tragedy 
of PhrynKhus, on the iiege of l\111etus, the ca
pit.!1 of Ionia, which Iud b.:en lately Licked 
by tllf" Periian tlOopS, mmlc a moft wonder
ful impreffion on the auciJcnrc. The deplo
rable fatc of a (Ity, founded by one of thl?ir 
colonies, and whofe mournful fiory \vas re
cent in their remembrance, di1Tolved t}IC 

whole audience into tears, and operated [0 

powerfully on the patriotic feelmgs of the 
Athenians, that the magiftrates prohIbited, by 
a public edict, any poet in future to recall that 
melancholy fubjea. This author bore away 
the prize by his tragedy the PheniiTce, which 
Themiftocks was at the charge of reprdcnt-

mg. , 
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,. H A;P. ing. From this drama .iEfchylus took the de
XIX. iign of his cdebrated tragedy the Perfa!. 

" ; Literary excellence of every kind does not 
rife from fudden and fingle efforts, but from 
gradual and progreffive attempts. There 
were heroic poets before Homer, and drama
tic authors of reputation before lEfchylus. 

THE theatre had now affumed a new form • 
. Iilftead of fcaffolds or booths,*,whic.h contained 
both the fpeCtators and the aCtors, a building 
of more folid materials and of a more regu
lar form was conlh u('ted. The actors wore 
maiks adapted to the characters which thcy 
reprefented, were adorned with long robes and 
flowing trains, and trod the ftage in buikinc:. 

lEsc HYLUS was the fon of Euphorion an 
Athenhn, and born in the laft year of tl!e 
fixty-third Olympiad. He had attained the 
flower of manhood at the battle of Marathon, 
in which he acquired diftinguifhed renown. 
His three brothers, Aminias, EU,phorion, and 
Cynegyrus, fignalized their valour ll1 the fame 
action, and !hared the honours of the victory. 
Though lEfchylus had reafons, which all 
pofterity ~lave approved, to fet a high value 
on hi~ poetical talents, yet, like A1c~llS, he 
preferred his military charaCter to his literary 
one, and, in the infcription which he com .. 

9 pofrd 
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pofed for his tombftone, he appeals to the 
field ~f Marathon and the long-haired Mede. 

CH A~. 
xiX. 

The brave and gallant fpirit whicl1glowed in --.... _
his family gives a {hong and manly colouring 
to his compofitions. His genius, like his va-
lour, is keen and daring, ~nd his pen, like his 
fword, is' a weapon of terror. The fpeCl:acle 
which his drama exhibits, is' that of one fub-
lime though timple eel ne of awfill magni-
ficenc.e. His fc"ntiments and his diction ac-
cord with his fubject; and though l>Ie is ac-
cufed of having written, his tragedies in a 
fiate of ebriety, yet they do not difwver the 
traces of a difordered fancy, though often of 
an inflated imagination .. 

AT TEN T I VI' to every fubfidiary art which 
could give fuccc[s to his dramas, he in1tructed 
the chorlls in tht; danceg introduc(:d into the 
piece, and taught the performers to dref~ v.ith 
elegance and propriety. His taile in thefe 
decoration!> was fet dignified and correCt, that 
they were imitated by the priefis and mi
nifiers of religion in their facred vt.:!lme:nts. 
The dances which he compofed for his tragedy 
of the Seven Chiefs were peculiarly adapted to 
the fcene, and performed with extraordinary 
applaufe. He fometimes exceeded the jufi: 
bounds of dramatic effeCt. In his tragedy of the 

Eumenidcs, 
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P If A P. Bume'ltides, Oxeil;e:> ii repreknted at the bot ... 
__ Jf:_~l_'·_ tom of the theatre, 'furrounded by Ithe furies, 

laid aiIeep by Apollo. U po~ their awaking 
with. wildnefs and defpair in theIr looks, gef-. 
tures, and accents, the whole theatre was pe .. 
trified with horror"; pregnant wo~n brouglit 
forth the untiJnely fruit of their womb, 
.~d children died of the fright. So dreadful 
was the fcene, that the mag#l:ratcs interpofed 
to prevent fuch fpefucles in future. and re
d\lCed the number of the dancers from fifty to 
twelve. 

THE candour of this poet is apparent from 
his well-known declaration, " That his trage
dies were but fragmettts from the magnificent 
repafts of Homer." The elevation and dig
nity of his mind are equ:-tlly confpicuous from 
the remarkable appeal which he made when 
the dramatic prize was voted to one of his 
competitors from prejudice and ct;lvy-" I ap
peal to pofierity," faid .lEfchylus, "and to pof
terity I confecrate my works, in the affurance 
that they will receive that reward from time, 
which the partiality of my cotemporaries re
[ures to beftm\-." 

THIS prophetic appeal was foon verified, 
for after his deceafe the Athenians held his 
name in the higheft veneration, and enacted a 

decree 
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decree for defraying the expence of reprefent
ing his tragedies out of the public treafury •. 

C HAP. 
XIX. 

Eight of his tragedies received the prize dur- ---
ing his life, and more after his death. A 
ftatue was ereCted to his memory at Athens~ 
and a pai~1ting was publickly exhibited repre-
fenting his valour in the battle of Marathon. 

IN the latter part of his lift: he retired !to 
jP-C court of Hi~ro in Sicily, where he was 
received with the honours due to his genius; 
and after reliding there about three years, died 
in the fixty-ninth year ofl'lis age. 

\\THEN Efchylus was in the fole poiTeffion 
of the theatre, and applauded by the public 
voice, a young rival llarted up to difjmte with 
him the palm of drdmatic poetry. This was 
Sophocles. He \vas bem at Colonna, a COll

iider,1ble vilLlge in Attlca, ill the iecond year 
of tlle feventy-firfi: Olympi:ld. He {tudica in 
his compofitions to att::.in a regular, fupported 
digni~y, and avoided the founding, [welling .. 
gigantic diCtion of Efchylus, which reiem
bles the tumultuous {houts of battle, rather 
than the nobler harmony and filver found of 
the trumpet. His fin'l .. produCtion gain~ 

him diflinguiihed appbufe ~ 'Vi/hen the bones 
of Thcfeus were brought to Athens by Ci
mOll, a difpute was appointed bet~een the 

VOL. II. P tflgic 
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e HAP. tragic.poets: Sophocles ha4- the boldnefs ~ 
XIX;_ enter the lifts with Efchylus, and. 'the felicity 

~j , i ' t<> carry the prize. An union of dignity 
and cafe, of ftrength and foftnefs., cbaraderifc 
th~ Sophodean bufldn. From the peculiar 
fweetnefs of his diCtion, he was {tiled the At
tic Bee. He retained the vivacity and vigour 
ofhis genius to extreme old age. His un
grateful and impious children fummoned hiz, 
before the judges, on the pretence of lunacy, 
that they might obtain a decree to take pof
(effion of the efiate. ~He made 110 other defenco 
than by reading the tragedy of Oedipus at 
Colonna, which he was then compofiRg. The 
judge~ were delighte<.t with the performance, 
and he carried his cau(e unanimoufly. He 
was twenty times crowned viCtor in the dra
matic contel1s, and is iaid to have expired ill 
a rapture of joy, on being d-::cLtred victor COf'

teary to hi5 expectation. He ciied in hi:. 
'ninetieth year, and thC' figure' of a hive was 
placed upon hie; tomb, to pt=rpctll.ltt- the ap
pdlation which h:1d been ai( ribed t;) him from 
the fweetnen, of his vrrfrs. 

EURIPiDES was born. in the n1'11: year of 
me ft.venty-fifth 01:mpiad '* at Salan!i~, \\ hi-

420 ~ar5 bctore Chrift. 
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ther his father Menefarchus and l1is moth~r 
elito had retired, when the Athenians ~ft 
their city at the appro;u;;h of Xerxes. He -, -_a .. 
a.pplied himfe1f at firfl: to the ftudy of philo ... 
£ophy, and had the celebr~ted Anaxagoras fot 
his mafter; but the dangers which threatened 
that illuftrious fage, \vho had nearly fallen a 
victim to his philo[orhical tenets, inclined hIm 
to the :fi:udy of dramatic poetry, which had 
rifen to higlt reputation. He was th~ fcholar 
of Socrates, and his wory.s difcover his pro ... 
found application to philofophy. 

EURIPIDES is the moil: tender and pathetic 
of all the Grecian drarv-atic authors. Alex ... 
ander of Pher~, a cruel tyr:nt, burft into 
tears at the repreftntation of the Troades, 
(written by this poet) and left the tlJeatre be
fore the conclullon of the play, profdLng that 
he was afhamcd to weep for the diftrefs of 
Hector and Andromache, when he had not 
felt the k:afi compafiion for his own citizens. 
whom he had put tQ the [word. The beau
tiful and fublime of moral lentiment which 
run through his works have, by the confent 
of ages, e:fi:abliilied his title to the appellation 
of the philofophic tragedim. 

~ I Twas rerefved to this poet to perfett the 
chorus in the Grecian tragedy, the chief dif ... 

P 2 tinCtion 
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b HAP" tinCtion between the antient and modern 

XIX." drama. The office of the chorus was to give 
ufeful counfels and falutary infhuCtions, to 
efpoufe the fide of innocence and virtue, to 
be the faithful depofitary of feerets, an~ 
to fupplieate the gOGS to raife t11:: hq.mble and 
deprefs the haughty. In the mufic of the 
chorus there was mqre variety, and in the po
etry more animation than what could with 
propriety be admitted into the" qlert dialogue 
part of the drama: this, togethC'r with the 
fplendour of the ( d.reilcs, and the various 
dances of this numerous groupe, at once.high
ly entertJ.ined the eye, and affected the heart. 
To recommend and enforce moral initruc
tion, by the power of a happy im~gjn~ltion 
and harmonious numbers, was frequently at
tempted in the chorufes of Efchylus and So
phocles' but ieems to be the conaant obje~l 
,,,hich EUlojpides had in view. 

Comedy. 

W HI L E tragedy roft~ and Bouril11ed in this 
manner at Athens, comedy, which had been 
lefs cultivated, began to attract attention. 
This fpedes of compofition affumed three 
different forms at Athens, partly from the ge-

mus 
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,nius' of the poets: and partly from th~ influ .. 
encc'of the 'governl11cnt. 

j'I S 
CHAP' .. 

n'K~ 
THE antient comedy retained the remain"s ---

of its original rudenefs, and the licentioufilefs 
which diftinguiihed the Cart of Thdpis-. 
Though. it had become "regular in its plan, 
it had not learned to be mo"clet1 and referved. 
Ariftoph:mes and hi., coternporarics, repre-
fented real tranraCtions, with the names, ha-
bits, geiturfs, and the likenefs painted 011 the 
maiks of \vhatever perron they thought pro-' 
per to facrifice to public derifion. They a[-

fumed the privilege to direB: the public mea-
fures, to reform the commonwealth, and to 
advife the people on the mof!: important oc-
callons. Nothing was fpared in a city [0 li-· 
centious as Athens. Generals, magiftrates, 
the government, nay, the gods them[elv~,. 

were attacked by the fatirical pen of the poets;' 
and all was wen received by the people, pro-' 
vided the comedy was entertaining, and the' 
attic faIt not deficient. 

CRATINUS, Eupolis, andArijlophmzt's ,'if, the 
principal authors of the Old Comedy, V'lere 
preceded by Epicharrnus and Phormis, natives 

*' Eupolis" atq,ue Cratinus, Ariftophanefque Poeta:, &c. 
1ior~ce,. 

P 3 of 
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C Jl A P. of Si.;i1y, Chronicles and Ma§l*, Athenians. 

XI'S.. and Dinvllochus of Agrigent~m. Crati.nus· 
... a.wi Eupolis Qbta~ned the applaufe~ of the 

people, by the keennef, and boldncfs of their 
{atire" againil: the magifuates ;md nobility, 
whom they expoted Pta publIc [corn., Of the 
fru-mer nothing r~mains i of the latter a few 
frt&tnents only are to be found. It is fuf. 
flc.ient to ll:\3.rk their charaCter.to mentlon~ that 
they exceeded Anftophanes in licentiou{ne[s, 
obfcenity, and abufc. 

THIS latter poet '~;clS an adopted, not a na
tive citizen of Athens. He w:a,s d1funguiihed 
by his vIvacity and wit in converfation, and 
his company was coveted by the gre.1.tcfi: cha ... 
raCters of the age. PIJ.to ihared many feilive 
and focial hours with him, and Socrates fat 
up. whole nights in his company. He at
tained .l.n afcendency in Athens1 which, at thi~ 
diftance of time, appears extraordinary. All 
the honours that a poet could receive were 
publicly beftQweq. upon Ariftophanes by the 
Athenians, Iilor dld they confine their reward1\ 
to honorary prizes only., but decreed. hlm finelii 
and pe£uniary confifcations, from thofe wh9 
attacked him wi~h fuits and prQ[ecutions. 
In vain Dionyfius the Syracufan invited him. 
to his cpurt, thoug!) fla~o had frequently fo..,. 

]kited 
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Ii cited the attention -and patronage of that C It."- P.:. 
tyrattt. The king of Perfta con1idered him ~~ 
as the moft confpie\lo\ls periollage'in Athens. .. I " •• t 

In giving audience to the Greek ambaifadors. 
{lis firft enquity was after the comic poet. 
who put. aU Greece in motion, and direCted 
its force againft Pedia. He acted the fame 
(plel1did part on the theatre, which Demofi:hS!~ 
nes afterwards pirformed in the public aife~n4 
bIr. He made his moil: diftinguit11ed figure 
during the Peloponnefian war; the mal .. admi-
ni{lnttion of government, 'and the mifconduct 
of generals at that time, afforded ample fub-
jeCt for his wit and fatire. 

HIS works have bten generally efteemed 
the ftandard of Attic writing in its elegance 
and purity j and if any . perCon willies to 
know the Athenian lang\lagc J as it *s 
fpoken by Pericles and his cotemporancs, he 
mua feek for it in the fcenes of this poet. 
The antient critics, both Greek and Roman, 
who had the comic theatre of Athens before 
them, give hUll a decided preference to his 
~temporaries and ()lcceifors. 

Ii E is cdebrateq fqr a poignancy and feli .. 
~ity of £olloquiai expreffion, an attic faIt and 
~pirit, which the ~nan langu!1.ge could nevet 
~~in. His d1ief excelknte confifts in rail .. 

:r 4- Iery 



A VIEW OF 

1ery and ridicule. The verfatility of his ge ... 
nius led him to defcribe every rank and condi

""Ii' _ ...... _""u tion of lif~; and none ever touched the ridi-
cule in ch2.raCters with better [uccc[s, or 
knew how to convey it with more kcennefs 
~nd force. But to rehfh his works, one muil: 
have been his co temporary. The fubtile faIt 
and [pirit of the Athenian raillery is evapo
r;tcd through length of tim~; and what re
mains has become flat, infipid, and diigu11::
Ing. 

THE low buiIoohery, and grof::. jndecency 
which often difgra t c his works, arofe from 
the characltr of his aUdienc.e, the buik of 
which wG.s compofed of an unrefined and il
liberal mob. The remarkable depravity of 
tafle among the inftrior people, appc3.rs irurn 
t.ir having haniillcd Cratinus and hi~ com
pany, becaufe his comic [cenes were dcflcicD t 
in grofrne[s a1.d obiCcnity. 
. THE anticnt cOl7l~dy fubfific.d till the time 
of Lyfandcr, who> having mude himfc1f mJ.fi:cr 
of Athens, dunged the form of the govern
ment, a11(1 committed the adminifi:r::ttion to 

thirty of the principal citizens. The L'ltirical 
liberty of the thea,trc v\ as rcftrained by thcf~ 
'tYl;ants, to \'1 hom it was offenilve. The peo",:, 
ple 'ha.d no hmgcr any !hare in -the govern1 

ment~ 
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ment, nor dared they perfonally, or by means 
of the poets, prefume to cenfure the conduct 
of their mafters. It was prohibti:ed to call ---_. 
living charaCters by their nat"11es upOl~ the 
f.l:age; but the ingenuity of th~ poets foon 
contrived. means to elude 'the intention of the; 
law. By drawing well-known charaCters un-
der feigned names, the malice of the audienfe 
was gratified in a more refined manner. This 
was called the Middle Comedy, of which 
there are fome inftanccs in Ariftophane::. 

WHEN Alexander the treat had defeated 
the Thebans, and {ccured to himfelf the em
pire of Greece, he gave a £1.rther check to 
the licentioniilcf.., of the drama. Hence the 
N e\v Comeay took its rife, which, without 
perf anal or political alhfions, held the mirror 
up to nature, and cxpofcd a gcncf81~ but faith"
fill piCture of private life. 

ln this refined comedy Ivlcnander bore away 
the palm; and though Philemon was prefer
red to him in his lifdimc, (uccccding ages 
made him ample compcnfution. The ele
gance and delicacy of this poet may be judged, 
of by the imitations of Terence. 

Pht10f0ph),. 

, A T this period the Grecian philofophy 
was divided into two leCts, the Italian and the 

Ionic; 
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to HAP. Ionie} both gf which '''ere (ltbrtivided intf) 
XlX. fe~l otger~. Pyth.ft~ora$ \Va$ the founclfr 

of the firft; and Thales, the Mile:tian, W<'IS rt 

the he-ad of 'the fecond. I~ythagoras was born 
at Samos, when it was the moft opulent and 
lIotlriihing of all the Grecian ifles. , He was 
inflruCl:ed in the learning known in that age, 
lv-hich confifte{l chiefly in Inufic, poetry, and 

• 
the gymnaftic exercifes. He ftudj~d elc ... 
quefice under Pherecydes of Siros, the firft 
Greek author who wrote in proft-. The 
rune of Thales of I\1iletus, Pittacus of Lef
boo, and Bias of Priene, and the other wife 
men who flourHh('d in the Ionian ,nand'), ex
cited the kindred ambition ()f Pythagoras, 
who 'feems to have been early animatGd witq 
the defire of aCt} uiring renown, and diffuling 
inflruCl:ion. According to the praCtice of 
the age, he travelled in qndl: of wifdom) 
and refided feveral years in the antient king
dom of Egypt, which was then re{orted to 
by all the [ages of antiquity. By the favour 
of Amafis th\: king, who opel1ed his ports to 
the Greeks, he was infhuCted in the wifCiom, 
and initiated in tho myftcrit:'i of the Egyptian 
priefts. In the colleges of thefe learned men 
he ftudied geometry, and probably became 
acquaint~d with all they knew concerning 
the nature of the Divinity, the human foul~ 

and 
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.,d the fyftem. of the univerfe. Neither did he c It ~,P. 
neglect the ftlldy of the fymbolic wriJing of the Xl~. 
facerdotal order, which, with their artful pc> t", 

licy, had placed them at the head of the flate. 
When he reviflted his native country, he found 
it under tbe dotnination ot the artful and for .. 
tun ate tyrant Polycrates. Having opened a 
fchool in Samos without fuccefs, he travelled to 
the con tinen t of Steece, where he met with all 
that admiration and regard which were due 
to his virtues and fuperior knowledge. 

AF fER vifiting Sparta: and ftudying the 
laws of Lycurgus, he took up his rdidence 
in the capital uf Magna Grecia, about the 
fortieth year of his age. fie [oon diftin
gui{hed himfelf in the public places, and dif .. 
played hjs dexterity in thofe exercifes which 
were deemed failiionable, as well as manly 
accompliiliments. He was no lefs admired 
for his !kill in mufic and medicine, and for 
his mathematical and phyfica1 knowledge. 

ALL the vices attendant on luxury were 
predominant in Crotona, and its inhabitants 
were at the fame time extremely [uperftit,ious. 
Pythagoras, who himfelf feerns to ,have had 
the fame failing, artfully en£ployed fuperfti
tion as his great engine of reform. He af
f\\IDed the mott itrilUng peculiarity of drefs 

and 
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and manners, his reverence fer the gods, and 
fcrupulouf attention to religiou9 ceremonies, 

... ..:1 .... ' '",-,-- were oftentatioufiy difplayed, and a yell of 
fceret myfiicifm overfhadoweo all his words 
and actions. By there means he attracted the 
veneration of the publIc, anrt hi" infiruCt:ions 
were liftened to as the unerring diCtates of the 
Divinity. Some cxaggclatlOll is to be fufpeCted 
in this account. nut it a~.lrs certain that 
Pythagoras, by fclci'ling his diiciples from 
ptrfcms of influence in the {lelt,', hy the inti
mate and feeret ti~c; with which they were 
united, by the noted charJ,[tcriilics which 
diftingui{hed them from their fellow-citizens, 
and which procUfe-d dleem and reverence, 
became, in a few years, all-powerful in Cro
tona. The power of thi" new order of men 
foon extended over Italy and Sicily, as well 
as over the frJ.tes of anticnt Greece; and the 
S1.mian [age, \vithout ofienfib]c office or 
power, fcems to have governed not only the 
philofophical, but the political world. The 
revolution effeCted at Crotoaa, in the morals, 
and manners of die inhabitants, if the con
curring teftimony of antiquity is to be cre
dited, was equally rapid and extraordinary .. 
The women became modeft and referved. 
The young men preferred philofophical ftu ... ~ 

dies 
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dies to' juvenile pleafures. Amb"ition learned 
to be humble, and avarice to be generous. 

PYTHAGORAS, like the wifeft ar:d greateft 
men of antiquity, preferred an Arifrocratical· 
government to every other, an opinion found
ed on e~perience; lince,· under that form, 
Sparta, Rome, and Carthage, rofe to their 
highefr prolperity and grandeur. The rules 
which he laid down for regulating the con
dUCt of his difciples, and his fyttt'm of mo
rality, very much reiemble thofe of the Bra
nuns, as they have been unfolded to us fince 
our inten.:ourfe with India. 

MAGjA Grxcia had,for forty years, reaped 
the advantages arifing from the inflituttons 
of Pythagoras, when a war broke out be
tween 1h'(.. citizen: of Crotona and Syb.lris. 
The city of Sy oJ.ris, by tht fertility of it~ 

foil, and its rcfolil\_cS in navigation, manufal.
tures, and (.ommace, had attained to great 
profpcrity and population. But opulence and 
luxury had corrupted the mind~, and debi
litated the bodies of the inhabitants, whofe 
proverbial efrcminacy has b~(;n handed down 
to modern times. They were totally defeated 
by the army of Crotona, under the command 
of Milo, the Olympic conqueror. 

BUT the ruin of Svbaris involved in it the 
~ 

3 fate 

htr 
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to If .1\". lite 'Of Crotona" Iatoxicated with futct'is, 
the lower ranks, by the infti~tion of the art .. 

.. ----- £hI eyIon, whofe ferocious manners had ex
eluded him from the order of Pytha goras* 
contended with animolity fof' an equal divi
£o~.:of the conqueft.; a refufal produced a 
coni piracy, which ended in the fiaughter or 
qpulfion of the magiilrates. Pythagoras did 
not long furvive the misfortunes of his fa .. 
vourite city: he died at Metapontum, in Lu
cania, at a v~ry advanced period of life. Hi~ 

dUciples were dif perfed over I taJy, SiciJy, 
Greece, and fome of them fought refuge i,p 
the deferts of Egypt. 

Of the Ionic Sea. 

THt Ionic SeCt was founded by ThaJes the 
Milefian, who wa<; born in the firft year of 
the thirty-fifth Olympiad, or fix hundred and 
fOTty years before the birth of Chrift. Like 
the other fagt:~ of antiquity, he applied him
{elf firfi: to the ftudy of legifiation, and, on 
particular emergencies, gave feafonable coun .. 
{els to his countrymen; but afterwards retir .. 
ing from the tumult of public affairs, he 
devoted himfdf to philofophy, and tr2velled 
into Egypt, from which he is faid to have re ... 
tttrIl(~d with great intellectual improvement. 

HE 
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I{i~ was the tirft who infi:r1.\~_ d¥ Gte~ks C. ~.4~, 

in ~eometry. Many 0.£ the el~ntary pr()oe ~\ 
poiitions 'whkh now appear under the Jl;Ull~ 4-
of Euclid, were invented by Thales, or m"'1 
trool1ced by him from Egypt. lie directed 
}lis· ftudies to aftronomy with equal f"ceers J 

he traced' fome of the circles of. the fphere; 
and taught his countrymen that edipfcs ,Quld 
be prediCted. . 

HE placed the earth in the centre of the 
{olar fyftem, 'and bdievcd it tQ be {phtri ... 
cal. He knew that the moon J.hone by the 
refleCtion of the fun's rays, and reprciCnted 
the movement€. of the celefrial orbs in a 
fphere, of which he was the inventor. 

HE taught that w?-ter was the firft princi .. 
pIe of things; and that, fufceptible of an end .. 
leis variety of forms, it became the matter o.f 
bodies the moil: oppolite. He Ctemed to r; ... 
cognize no other firfr uuie; and the fame dOi.. .. 

trine had been already taught by [orne Indian 
f.1.ges. He probably collected many of his 
doctrines in Egypt; but, from all that Cln b~ 

gathered concerning a pcr[on who lived in fo 
remote a period, he appears to have been a
man poiTeifed of high intellectual powers, who, 
from his own fund, added much to the ftare 
of human knowledge. 
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C HAP. HE was fucceeded in the Ionic- {chool . by 
XIX. Anaximander, one of his difciples. He taught 

that infinicy is the origin and the termination 
of all things; that innumerable worlds fpring 
from it to be defiroyed and re-produced; and 
that, while every tohing changes, infinity it
{elf is eternal and unchangeable. He was the 
firft of the Grteks who traced geographical 
n;aps, and brought fun-dials into ufe; but 
thefe had betn long known in J1.:.ia. 

ANAXIMENES, hif fellow-citizen, friend, 
and difciple, appears to have been little more 
than the interpreter of his opinions. 

THE philoitlphical fpeculations of Tha]es 
were purfued by other ingenious men befide 
his immediate fuccciTvfS, particularly by Xe
nophanes of Colophon, LcucippGs, Parrne
nides of Elea, and Heraclitus of Ephefl11>. 
The fyfiem of Leucippus was rendered famom. 
by what fame have called the improvunent,:; 
of Democritus of A bdera *, and afterwards 
adopted by Epicurus, whofe fa]fe and impious 
tenets Lucretius has illufiratcd .l11d adorned 
with all the graces of poetry. 

ANAXAGORAS of Clazomene, tr:l.nfportcd 
the fchool of Anaximenes to Athens, where 

'* Div. Laert. lib. 9-

he 
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he taught thirty years. I t wa~ ~ht~ es I nave i-!. ~~ 
already mentioned, who firft annouIlCe4 to the -. 
Greeks the exiftence of a Suprenle Rnd< aU- (; 4 tl _. 

perfea Being, the Creat-{)r of the world. The 
~lfciples of Thales and Pythag01 as had admit-
ted fpirit. as a principle bf nature; but they 
do not appear to have had a dlfrinCt: idea of 
it, or properly to have dlfcriminated it fr~'Hn 
mattelt. According to the jufter and nobler 
fyftem of Anaxagoras, tile Almighty Creator 
was altogether feparate and diftinct from his 
works; and he confidered "the fm,rl of the world 
at: a metaphorical expreilion, to denote th.e 
bws which the Deity had impre1Ted upoa 
matter. 

HE taught, that the fun wa'S larger thaf:l 
Peloponnefus; that the moon was mhabited ; 
that the comets were irregular planet<;, and 
that the rainbow was produced by th<:> refrac
tion of the fun's rays. Thefe two iaft opi
nions, however, were only the fortlfnate con
jectures of a man of gemu '::>, and not founded 
on a fenes of obfervation. 

INSTEAD of b~ing rewarded hy the grateful 
admIration of his countrymen for hi~ fublime 
difcoveries in theology, he was accufed of im
piety. Pericles, l)is fchelar and hIS friend, 
could not protett hun; on the <.Ontrary, one 

VOL. II. Q... great 
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C HAP. great objett of 'the accufation was to render 
XIX. Pericles fufpeded of holding me fame fenti .. 

•• --- ments. To avoid a trial, Anaxagoras with .. 
drew to Lampfaeus, where he died. 

HE was fuceeeded by Diogenes of Apol
Ionia, and Archelaus' of Miletus, the inftruCtor 
of Socrates, and the laft teacher of the Ionic 
fepool. This philofophy, thus tending to the 
improvement of intelletl:, and the refinement 
of morals, was unha)pily arrefted in its pro
grefs by the rife of the Sophifts. 

THESE pretended. fages, but real impofiors, 
had lately rifeu to diftinCtion, and fpread 
themfelves over Greece. Inftead of ftudying 
to attain the character, and to follow the 
maxims of calm contemplative wifdom, they 
were governed by ambition and avarice, ('n
tered into the intrigues and bufinefs of the 
world, and made a trade of their pretended 
knowledge. They wandered from city tG 
city to exhibit their talents, and to vend their 
eloquence. They were attended by crouds 
of novices, whom they made philofophers at 
J. fixed price. They pretended to poffefs 
univerfal knowledge, and taught all the arts 
and all the fdences, though metaphyfics and 
oratory were the chief fubjec:ts of their fpe
culations. By adapting the tone of their dif-

courfe 



ANT lEN T HIS TO It 'Y. 

<ourk to the, tafte of their audience; 'by 
throwing a veil over tlae vice~ and gilding ihe 
follies of the opulent and the great, they --..... *'!-I!. 

gained admiffian into the beft cGmpany, and 
~ere enabled to live with e1egan<..c and fplen-
<ior. They fuggefil:ed the materials, and planted 
the feoos of the libertine and fceptical fyfteroi 
'Of philofophy, which were afterwards intro-
duced into Greece. 

WHILE in feveral oe the Grecian com ... 
lnonwea1th~ they were allowed full liberty to 
difplay their abilities, and pradife their ar
tifices, the [on of Sophronifcus made it his 
chief objeCt at Athens to deteCt their falf~' 
reafoning, expofe their impious frauds, an4 
'Unveil the hypocrjfy of their charaCter. This 
illuftrious £1ge, and virtuous man was bOrJl 

in the fourth year of the feventy-feventh 
Olympiad, forty years before the Pel()pon
.neiian war. His father was a fCIlJptor, and 
his mother a midwife. He followe~ for 
fome time, the profeffioll Qf a. ftatuary with 
.fuccefs; f.or.in the til-ne of Paufanias, a Mer
.cury~ and the graces..ofhi-s workmanihip, were 
:to be feen at Ath.en.s. But whatever benefit 
lOr reputation he might have acquired by cul
..tivating an art which was admired at tkat pe
..ciodo and. encouraged by the magnificent pa ... 

Q...2 - tronage 



A VIEW OF 

~ HAP. tronage nf, Pericks, he chearfully (acriflced 
XIX. them to tl;te natural bias of his mind, which 

led him to cultivate fcience, and recommend 
virtue. In hie; youth, he was the difciple of 
Ar('helau~, who delivered the doctrine., of 
Anaxagoras, his m~fter. The natHral phi
lofophy of that age, which delivered theories 
cancerning the origin, deftruCtion, and reno
vation of wOllds, and the inexplicable move
ment of the heavens, ftars, and planet~, gave 
little f.'1.tisfaction t9 a mind, that preferred 
to ihadov.,ry and uncertaiJI fpeculations, ftu
dies that 1ie within the compafs. and conduce 
to the benefit of mankind. He was the nrft 
who conceived the idea of bringing philofo
phy down from heaven to earth, to place it in 
cities, and introduce it into private life. He 
... cknowledged, with Anaxagoras, the Supreme 
Intelligence, who regulates the operations of 
nature, and the aff.lirs of the vvorld. From 
the wifJom and jnftice of the Deity, he in
ferred hl~ moral adminiihation of the uni
verfe. He taught the immo! tality of the 
toul, and a fiate of rewards and puniihments 
in another life. He ftudied to difc0ver the 
law & of divine providence, and inculcated 
a compliance with thofe; laws. \iVherever he 
('QuId, be of ufe, there he "'as to be found, 

conveymg 



ANT lEN l' HIS TOR Y. 2,29 

conveying the precepts of hIs philofophy with C H A.1j 
aU the addrefs of manly infinuation; grave, XIX. 

didaCtic, or witty, as heil: fuited hfs audience; 
he was always eloquent, always perfuafive. 

THF example of this practical philofopher, 
illuil:rat~d and recommtnded his doC1:1ines. 
He bore arms in many campaigns, was prc
fent in many aCtions, and always diil:inguifhed 
himfdf by his valour and condua. We 1ha11 
find him, towards the clofe of hi~ life, ac
quiring the higheil: nonour in the fenate, and 
giving the moil: i1luil:riou~ proofs of his ardent 
zeal for j uil:ice, without bc:ing intimidated by 
the greateft dangers. 

To confirm the probity of his difciples, 
it was requifite to expo[e the fallacy and ar
tifices of the Sophiih, who employed their 
time in corrupting the morals of youth. As 
the fole aim of thefe harangues \V3C; to d,1.z
zle their audience with the glitter of elo
q llence, and by their ingwuity in fpeaking on 
each fide of a queil:ion, he did not attack them 
in a direCt manner by a wntinued dilcourfc. 
He employeq the more artful addrds of irony. 
a weapon whic.h he knew how to ufe with 
much dexterity and delicacy. Whenever he met 
with the Sophifis, affummg the appearance of 
(Implicity, he propcfed his doubts with a diffi-

~3 dent 
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~ HAP. dent and moddl air, and atked fimple que!. 

XI'x. tions in a plain manner. Thefe pretended 
:..r mailers of wifdom heard him with a fcornful 

at~ention, and, inftead of giving him a direCt 
an[wer, entered upon their common places~ 
and delivered a vague harangue without com
ing to the point. Socrates, .after extolling 
th~ir ingenuity and eloquence, entreated them 
to adapt themfe1ves to his capacity; and as he 
\VaS incapable of comprehending or retaining 
[0 many fine and exalted notions, begged that 
they would anCwer nis queries in a few words. 
When he had onCe obliged them [0 move 
frbm their entrenchments, and brought them 
to giv~ a precife an[wer to his queftions, he led 
thtl1l ollJrom one to another, till he involved 
them in the moil: abfurd confequences; ,and 
~fter h<~ving reduced them to a mortifying 
1ilence, or fEll more mortifying contradiCtions. 
complained that the learned men would not 
to\ldcfcend to infiruCt him. The youth- be
gan to perceive the inc.~racity of their teach
ers; their admiration wac; changed into con
tempt; and. the name of Sophift became odious 
and ridiculous. 

A POWERFUL p;trty, who had been longce .. 
kbrated for their wit and eloquence, and were 
in high reputation among the great, would not 

be 
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be attacked witholft endeavouring to retaliate; CH ~P. 
efpeciallyas they had been wounded in their XIX. 

two moil: fenfible parts, their fal'l:tband their 
intereft. It will appear from the fubfequent 
.part of this hiftory, that Socrates experienced 
from th~fe haughty impoftors, whom he had 
unmalked, all that could be feared or appre-
hended from the moil: malignant envy, and the 
moil: invenomecl.refentment. ., 

CHAP. 
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A V I 'E W 0 T 

C HAP. XX. 

Containing the Hiftory q{tbe PEL'jPO~NESIAN 
WAR. 

T HE Peloponnefian war was of twenty
feven years duration, and, while it de

---- populated the country, at the fame time ex-
haufted the finances' of Greece. In the courfe 
of its continuance, both parties exper ienced 
the moil cfue] calamities, and difplayed a 
c0urage that might have procured them the 
greateR advantages over their common ene
nues. 

I HAVE alreadyobfervcd, that the jealouly 
entertained by Sparta, and other Grecian 
Ha.te'), at the recent and rapid progrefs of 
Athens to gleatnc[s and dominion, was the 
fcal, though concealed eaufe of this wnr. All 
the ilates within the Pe1oponne(us, except 
the Argives, joined the Laced~monians, who 
we.re further aided by the Mcga.riam, Locri
<lllS, and B<Eotians. The Athenians counted, 
among thclf allies, the inhabitants of Chios, 
LCfb0.6, and the citizens of Platrea; and received 

the 
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the fupport of their tribvtary countries, Ionia, 
the Hellefpont, and the territory of Thrace •. 

HOSTILITIES were firft committed by the---.... · 
Thebans, "vho attacked Platrea, an indepen-
dant city of Breotia, in alliance with Athens. 
They were admiued into the city by the 
treaohery ~f the Arifrocratical faction; but the 
Plat£ans, perceiving the fmall number of the 
enemy, attacked them wi th fury during die 
night, above a hundred fell, two hundred 
were t~ken prifQners, and afterwards put to 
the fword. The Athel\ians, on receiving 
news of this attack, fent fuccours and provi-
fions to Platrea. 

THE fword btlng now drawn, both parties 
prepared openly for war: all Greece was in 
motion, and ambaiIlllors were ftnt to difiant 
countnes tv folicit the affifiance of Greeks 
and Barbarians. The majority efp()ufed the 
fide of the Lacedxmonians, efieeming them 
the deliverelS of Greece; becaufe the Athe
nians, forgetting their former moderation and 
gentlcnefs in command, had alienated the 
greater part of their allies by the feverity of 
their government, and incurred the hatred of 
other fiates, who were apprehel1five of be:
~oming their dependents. 

AF T E R the att.lck on Plat~, the Lacedre-
, ". momans 
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{: It A P. d'Kmb}; tharched tw()-third$ bf thtir fbrcel1 
b. to the ifthmus of Corinth. Archidaxnus, 

"';' - bne of the Spartan kings, difpat~hed an am
ba!fador to the Athenians, to require of 
them to telinquiih their pretenfions; but the 
Athenians commanded the meffenger to re
tire, without deigning to give him all an ... 
fwer. Upon this, the LacedrematJians marched 
t-owards Attica with an anny of fixty thou
And men, while that of the Athenians 
amounted only to eighteen thou{illld; but to 
make compenfatian far the difference., they 
ha.d a fleet of three hundred ga1lies. 

THE caunfcl of Pericles to the Atheniahs, 
was t1> wafte the enemies ftrength by pro
traCting the war; as they had not futficrent 
forces to oppofe the enemy, their wifeft plan 
was to retire with their effetts into the city, 
a.nd {hut themfelves up in it without hazard
ing a battle. Accordingly the inhabitants of 
the country fought an afylum in Athens. 

MEANWHILE the Lacedremonians entering 
Attica, befieged OEnoe; but being compelled, 
~fter a few inefFet.l:ual a1Iaults, tp abandon that 
attempt, they advanced ftiU nearer to the 
city, and encamped within ha1f a leagu<t of the 
walls. It required aU the art and addrefs of 
'er~s-to prevent the Atheni\Uls, eXRfperateq 

at 
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at the fight of the taVages eomtniNed Qh c 1f.4 ft. 
their country. from rallying futth to lt~ ... 
the enemy; but, by means of his atrtblm:b ..... "'Gti 

power over the paffions of the mnltitude, he 
ktpt both the fenate ami people ftom at:.. 
fembling .to deliberate, notwithftanding the 
repro\ches, illfults, and menaces of his Me;. 

mies. He difpatched, in the mean time,.1-
fleet of a hundred fail, to lay wafte the coafb 
of Peloponnefus, which being joiRed by that 
of the allies, made a defeent on Laconia, and 
ravaged the territories of SParta. 

INTELLIGENCE ofthefe ravages committed 
in Laconia, and the difficulty of fuhfifting in 
a. defolated country, indu'Ced the Lacedc:etn6!. 
nians, and their allies, to withdraw from At
tica. 

AFT:eR the Lacedremonlans had retired, 
the Athenians appropriated a thoufand talctl'rs, 
and a hundred {hips, for the more immediate 
defence of their coun try; and prohibited any 
perfon, under pain of death, to propaCe a dif
ferent application of thefe refources. They af
terwards fent a {quadron to e~el the rebe11ioU's 
inhabitants of lEg-ina from their po1feMons. 
To tlrefe i11anders they itnptued the ptincipal 
caufe of the war. Their territory was di
vided by wt among tb.'! inhabitants of Ath~n·s. 

Pericles 
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Pericles theft led out the army againft the 
hoftile province ef Megara, and ravaged their 

--- territory. \ 
TOWARDS the clofe of the campaign, the 

Athenians concluded an alliance with Sitalces, 
king of the Odripi<tns in Thrace; and in con
fc:<quence of this treaty, his fon .was admitted 
a citizen of Athens. They alfo entered into 
~n accommodation with Perdicc.as, king of 
,Macedonia, and reftored to him the city of 
Therm:;c, 

AT the approach of winter, the Athenians 
celebrated funeral rites to the memory of thofe 
brave men who had fallen fince the begin
ning of the war. For thIs purpoie, .1 large 
tent was ereB:ed to contain the bones of the 
fiain, which were covered with flowt.:tt. and 
perfumes. To the place of 'publIc fcpulture 
in the Ceramicus, the moil: fplendic1 fuburb of 
Athens, they were conveyed in cyprefs ('offins, 
on the day appointed for the funer Jl obfe
quies. Attended by perfons of every age and 
rank, the remains of thefe citizens were com
mitted to the tomb, and Pericles was ap
pointed to pronounce their eulogium. This 
celebrated oration, or one made by tl,le hif
torian, is to be found in Thucydides; but 
whether real or fiB:itious, it IS, m every rc;-

fpeCt~ 
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fpea, fuited to the character of the orator, and 
admirably calculated for all the ends he hl1d in 

t~1 
C H A •• 

xi:. 
Vle\v. ___ '.-

IN the beginning of the fecond campaign, 
the Lqcedxmonians and their al1ie~ again in
yaded Attica, which was' afflicted by a more 
dreadful difdler. The plague, which was {aid 
to have originated in Ethiopia, and had fpre:td 
its ravages over Egypt, and a great part of 
Perfia, at lail: communicated its contagion to 
Athen&. This fatal malady, which baffled 
the power of medicine, turned Athens into a 
fpeetade of horror; the braveft foldiers and 
beft citizens periihed ill the moil: excruciating 
pains, and every part of the city exhibited a 
eire-adfu} imag;e of agony and death. 

THE confederates did not neglect to avail 
themfe1ves of thIS opportunity for committing 
devaft.ltions in A ttiea. They now penetrated 
beyond the city, and {pread devaftation over 
every part of the Athenian territory, not {par
ing even the plain<; of M,trathon, where 
Athens had nobly bled for the cau(e of Greece. 

PERICLES, ihll adhering to his eftablilhed 
maxim, not to expo(e the {afety of the flate to 
the hazard of an engagement, would not per
mit his troops to fft.lly out of the city; hut 
having fitted out a fleet of a hundred veffels, 

he 
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Ct,B, '" p. h.e failed through the SafCflic gulph, and ra ... 
. ~ l~d the coafts of '£lis, Argos, and Laconia.. 

I Havingartived on the Argolic coaft, the Athe
nians laid (lege to the facred city of E pidaurus ; 
but the plague again hreak!ng out in the fleet, 
they abandoned the en terprize, a.s the calamity 
was attributed to the anger of lE.fculapius, who 

'Y\.a~ its patron, and fuppofed proteCtor. They 
were equally unfuccefsful againft Trrezene, 
(lermione, and other cities of Peloponnefus .. 
Qverw helmed by thefe accumulated calami
~ies, murmurs agaifdt Pericles. and a general 
.fpo.ru:lency, took place. Amhaifadors were 
lent to Sparta to fupplicate for peace on any 
terms; bq.t even an audience was denied them. 
The popular rage r~urred of courfe with dou
~e force upon Pericles, whom they conliJ:;:red 
as ~he a\Jthor of aU their calamities, who at laft 
.tIeJUbled the people, and endeavoured to vin
~i~d.te his meafures. But his eloquence and 
ad~refs were exerted in vain; the feeling of 
p:t:fent evils rendered them in{enfible to every 
Qt~ confideration. They deprived him of 
the command of the army, and impofed OLl 

llirn a confiderable fine. 
THE puboc d~(grace of this great man. W3.$ 

~~ittered by afiiCtions of a domeftic ha .. 

tijre. Xa.ntippus. IUs eldeA fon. a you.th " 
a p_rofufe 
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a ~uk and extravagaat Will. unable to beat C If 4 ., 
the ftritl <Economy of his father, was among x~ 
the firft to rnurtnur at his coRdu&, and to 
exclaim againft him in all public places. This 
upgracious youth ~as cut off by the pefti .. 
lence, wh.ile at the [arne "time many of the 
firmeft and moil ufeful friends of Pericles, 
with the remains of his numerous and liou... 
riiliing family, periihed by the fame fatal dif""i 
order; lmt the ftrength of his mind was 
not iliaken by thefe difafrers, till the death of 
Paralus, the Iaft of his chililren. That defo~ 
lating ftroke [ufpended his fortitude. When 
he was to put the crown of flowers upon the 
head of his decea(ed fon, the hero yielded to 
the parent; he could not fupport the cruel 
fpedade, nor conceal the tranfports of his 
grief, which torced its way in fobs, inarticulate 
cries, and a flow of re1uttant tears. 

THE Athenians, whofe character was mark ... 
cd by ficklene[s and incorlilancy, and who were 
led by the pailions of the moment, Coon reoo 
pented of the injury they had done to Peri
cles. Their obtervation convinced them, that 
they had no other perfon capable of directing 
their affairs; they therefore UnJlllorcd his for
givenefs, and entreated him to refume the 
admin.ifuatian, and to command the army. 

MEANWHILE 
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C HAP. MEANWHILE Potidrea, -which had been be-
xx. ,1ieged almoft three years, couid no longer 

..... --- endure tIle miferies of famine, and furren
dered on conditions. The inhabitants were 
permitted to depart from the city with their 
wives, children, and fome of their effeCts.; Po
tidrea was re-peopled by an Athenian colony. 

SOON after this event, Pericles died of the 
pefiilence; according to Plutarch, of a lan
guiiliing confumption. The hiftory of his 
life delineates his character. Brave, magna
nimous, eloquent; political, he wa~ qualified 
to take the lead either in the councilor the 
field; he rofe to diilinCtion and auth')rity by 
his admirable and unparalleled eloquence; 
and, by the power of that talent, governed the 
fickle and capncious Athenians with abfulutc 
power for the fpace of forty years. He em
ployed this vail and extenuve authority with 
fuch lluldnefs and moderation, that his admi
niilrdtion was never charged with tyranny. His 
talents for war were eminent and confpicuous ; 
yet he cautiouflyavoided all military expedi
tions, till he was almoil certain of fuccefs; 
and when engaged in hoftilities, depended morc 
on firatagem than the impetuoftty of courage. 
He managed the revenues with irreproach
able di1intereft~dne£s, fo far as regarded his 

private 
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private fortune:' as an individual, he lived C HAP. 

with the moil exemplary reconom~; while he xx. 
gloried in the magnificence of Athens, whofe ' 
opulence was the fruit of his wife admini .. 
[hation, and which owed. its magnificence to 
his tafte, .and his encouragement of the arts. 
In his laft illnefs, his death-bed was fur ... 
rounded by fome of the principal citizens, 
who celebrated his illuftrious exploits and 
numerous victories; for while he was ge-
neral of the Athenian army, he had eteCted 
nine trophies, in memory ~f as many b,Htles 
he had gained. After hearing their enco-
miums, H You extol," faid the dying ftatef-
man and philofopher, "a feries of l1diom, in 
which fortune had a principal iliare, and 
which are common to me with many gene .. 
rals; but you forget the moil: elorious circum-
fiance of my life, that no citizen ever '"Wore 
mourning on my account." 

THE confederated army invaded Attica for 
the third time. All the inhabitant5 of Lef
bos, except thofe of Methymnc, determined 
to renounce their alliance with the Athenians. 
Senfible of the great 10fs they would fuffer 
by the defection of that ifbnd, the Atheni
ans fent out a fleet of forty gaInes to attack 
that of the Mitylenians, who, being repulfed, 

VOL. II. R propofc;d 
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xx. penfion of hoftilities having taken place, the 
Mitylenian~ fent ambalfadors to Athens and 
to Lacedremon at the fame time. The La
cedremonians informed the deputies that they 
1hould be fully heard at the approaching 
Olympic games, where the other allies would 
be prefent to affift at the conference. From 
the f peech of the ambafTadors, as tranCmitted 
to us by Thucydides, we find that they af
:figned the ambition, tyranny, and oppreffion 
of the Athenians, not their prefent calamities, 
as the reafon that induced the Lefbians to 
break that treaty, and relinquiih that alli .. 
ance. The allies, as was to be expected, 
were fatisfied witl~ their declaration, and ad .. 
mitted them into their confederacy. 

I Twas alfo refolved in this aiTembly to 
profecute the war againft Athens more vi
goroufly than ever. Receiving intelligence 
of the vaft preparations making againft them, 
the Athenians equipped a fleet of a hundred 
fail, and appearing Cuddenly off the promon
tory of the Corin thian ifthmus, made a defcent 
upon Peloponnefus, while another fleet pro
tected the coaft of Attica. Never had they 
r.aiCed fuch a formidable armament with 10 
much celerity j it ftruck. fuch terror into the 

. Laceda:monians, 
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Lacedremonians, that they immediately hur- C H A·P 

ricd back to the defence of Laconia. <The X.1. 
II 

Athenians, in th.e mean time, fent ,a detach .. 
ment of a thoufand lo1diers to the. fiege of 
.t\4'itylene, and the town was inveftt:4 by rea 
and land. Prefi"ed by famine, and receiving 
ne affiftance from Sparta, the citizens were 
obliged to furrender at difcretion. The au
thors of the revolt, amounting to more than 
a thQufand, were conveyed to Athens and put 
to death. Orders were at the fame time if
fued to maifacre the reft ot the inhabitants by 
way of example; but this fanguinary decree 
was almoft inftantly revoked by the returning 
good fenfe and humanity of the people. The 
town was then difmantled, and the whole 
iOand, Mitylene excepted, was divided by lot 
a,mong the citizem of Athens. 

THE city of Plat rea lYad been invefled by 
the confederates in the preceding year. This 
liege was rendered remarkable, not only for 
the obftinate refiftance of the befieged, but for 
its being the firft recorded in the Grecian 
hiftory that was conduCted with allY kind of 
regularity. Both parties employed ramparts 
and mounds of earth; the one to attack, the 
other to ..deknd. I t is not a little aftoniih
ing, that f'O inconfiderable a town as Platrea, 

R ~ which 
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which contained only four hundred citizens, 
and eighty Athenians, thould have made a 

• ... --- long and vigorous refiftance againft a powerful 
army. The enemy changed the fiege into a 
blockade, and furrounded the town with two 
ditchefl. Tpe befieged at laft, having loft all 
hopes of relief, attempted to make their 
efGape, which the half of them effected 
by a daring ftratagem fuggeftei by defpair. 
The remainder, affrighted at the dangers 
attending the effort, continued in the town, 
but finding themfel~res unequal to its defence, 
were obliged to furrender at difcretion. Eight 
Spartans were fent to decide their doom. In 
vain did the wretched Platreans alledge in 
their own defence, that they had been com ... 
pelled, through neceffity, to efpoufe the tide 
of the Athenians, in order to obtain their pro
tection againft the Thebans, their antient 
opprdlors. They were all butchered in cold 
blood; their wives were fold, and their city 
confurned to allies. Such were the calami
tous effects of the violent and furious hatred, 
which now reciprocally po1Teifed the minds of 
the Athenians and Spartans, that each party, 
after thehour ofviaory, carried their revenge 
to the moil: fanguinary and favage extremes. 
This' was the mournful and difaftrous fate of 

the 
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the Platreans, who, during the Pertian war 
had obtained an honourable name in arms. 

C HAP. 
x,,~. 

"and performed the moi importanf fervices to ---'I!" 
their country. 

IN the four hundred and twenty-fixth year 
before the Chrifiian era, the plague broke 
out afreih at Athens, and fwept multitudes to 
deil:ruClion. According to the regular op~n
ing of every campaign, the confederates in
vaded Attica, and the Athenians made a defcent 
on Peloponnefus. The Liege and capture of 
PyJus, a fmall town of Meffenia, by Demof
thenes, the Athenian commander, forms the 
moil: memorable event of this campaign. The 
Lacedremonians, being anxious to recover 
poffeffion, it became the fcene of very extra
ordinary military operations. A detachment 
of four hundred Spartans feized the little 
il1and of Sphac1eria, oppotite to the city. The 
Athenians furrounded the iiland, and cut off 
all fupplies of provifions. The fiege, how
ever, went on fiowly; but Cleon and De
moil:henes being joined in command, they 
landed in SphaCleria, and drove the enemy to 
the extremity of the iiland; but the Lace
dremonians, having poffeffed themfe1ves of a. 
fortification, defended it with the moil: defpe
rate valour. At laft, the commander of the 

R 3 Meffenians, 
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C HAP. Meffenians, having difcovered a difficult pafs 
xx. which led to the tort, marched that way, and 

appearing unexpec1edly on the reat of the La
ced~monians, called to them to lay down 
their arms. Exhaufted with the fatigues of 
the day, the Lacedremonians complied with 
the fummons, by laying their fhields upon 
th~ ground; and, after a iliort conference, fur
rendered at difcretion. After the happy ter
mination of this fiege, which. continued fixty
two days, the Athenians e(ected atrophy. 
The Lacedremonian' prifoners were carried to 
Athens, and thrown into prifon till peace 
1hould be eilabliihed; with threats, at the fame 
time, to put them all to the fword, :f the 
Lacedremonians made any more incurfions 
into Attica. 

THE four campaigns which followed the 
reduction of the fmall ifland SphaCteri'l, 
were diftinguiilied by few important events. 
The Athenians, ~undcr the command of 
Nicias, took the little ifland of Cythera, fitu
ated near Cape Malea, on the Lacedremonian 
coaft, from which they infeiled the whole 
fountry. 

BRASIDAS, on the other fide, marched to
wards Thrace, The Lacedremonians were 
j~ducedl by (everal m~tives) t~ undertake this 

expedition, 
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expedition. They believed, that they would thus 
compel the Athenians, who had invaded La .. 

CHAP .. 
:rex. 

'conia, to divide their forces. The Thracians ---... 
had invited them to their country, and offered 
.to pay the army. They rejolct.d alfo at any 
occafion.of ridding themfelves of the Helots, 
whom they expeCted to rife in rebellion after 
the taking of Pylus. They had already 
difpatched two thoufand of thefe devoted 
wretches in a moil: 1hocking manner. They 
iffued a proclamation, purporting, that fuch 
of the Helots as had rentiered important fer-
vices to the il:ate in the Jail campaigns, ihould 
enter their names in the public regifters, in 
order to their being emancipated; accordingly 
two thoufand gave in their names. They 
were led in proceffion through the temples, 
with garlands of flowers on their heads, as if, 
in reality, they had been going to receive 
their liberty. When this ceremony was over, 
they fuddenly difappearcd, and were heard of 
no more. A :l.l:riking infiance of the jealous 
policy and atrocious cruelty of the Spartans, 
who, on the lhadow of fufpicion, were led 
to commit the moft enormous crimes, and did 
not hefitate to make the fanCtity of religion, 
and the majefty of the gods, fubfervient to 
their perfidious defig1}S. 

R 4 ACTUATED 
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C HAP. ACTUATED by fimilar views, they fent 
xx. feven hundred Helots to accompany Brafidas 

in his Thrat:iJ.n expedition. He took Acan
thus, Stagyra, and feveral other cities, artd 
laid fiege to Amphipolis, a place of much 
importance to the Athenians, as fupplying 
them with timber. Accordingly, Thucydi
des the hiftorian was lent to its relief; but 
the' town was taken before his arrival. His 
countrymen, however, afflicted with the lofs, 
bani111ed him at the inftigation of the bold 
and profligate demagbgue Cleona The Athe
nians, having about .the fame time adnn(ed 
into Bceotia, under the command of I I ippo
crates, were defeated near De1ium, by the 
Thebans. 

HITHER TO, the loifes and advantages had 
been pretty equally balanced; and the rival 
Republics grew weary of a war, which in
volved them in a prodigious expcncc, without 
procuring them any real benefit; a truce for 
a year was thtrefore concll'ded b.:tween the 
Athenians and Laccda"lTIonians. The news 
of this accommodation highly offended Bra ... 
fidas, as it ftopped him in the careCl of his 
conqucfrs, and difconcerteci an hi" prnjeCls. 
Cleon, on the other hand, who had acquired 
an afl.:'endancy at Athcm. by his vehemence~ 

prcfumption, 
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prefumption, and plebeian eloquence, incited C HAP. 

his countrymen to renew the war. Thus a xx. 
coward on ont fide, and a hero on'the other, 
oppofed the tranquillity of Greece j the for-
mer, becaufe the war veiled his vices ancl mif
demeanours; and the latte'r, bccaufe it ad~d 
new luftre to his reputation; but their death, 
which happened at the fame time, prepart'.d 
the way for a new accommodation. 

THE Athenians had appointed Cleon to 
{:ommand the army, which was leut. to op
pofe Brafidas. Cleon, elated by his lail for
tunate undertaking, attempted to retake Am
phipolis; but Braf1das, informed of rus in
tentions, took poifetIion of the town. To in
creafe the prefumption and temerity of Cleon, 
the Sp::trtan general, who was well acquainted 
with his character, affeacd to be intimidated 
by his approach. Deceived by this appcardnce, 
Cleon neglected every precaution, and the 
difcipline of his army was relaxed. Brafidas, 
having made the neceffary preparations, falhd 
forth fuddenly, and attacked the left wing of 
the Athenians, which, being the ftrength of 
their army, made a vigorous refiftance.; hut 
fix hundred of them being flain, the whole 
army turned their backs and fled. Struck 
with terror and trepidation, Cleon betook 

himfeIf' 
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himfelf to flight, but was killed by a Spartan 
foIdier before he could make hie efcape from 

•• --- the field of battle. Brafidas was wounded in the 
engagement; and when it was over, was car
ried into the city, \yhere he furvived his vic
tory but a few moments. He was '3. g~peral, 

no lefs diftinguiihed by conduCt than cou
rage, and deferves to rank among the Lace .. 
dremonian heroes. I twas f'le mother of 
Brafidas, who, hearing her fan applauded as 
being fuperior to all other genera1s, replied, 
., My fon was brav(; but Sparta, I doubt not, 
has many braver citizens." 

THE two perfons who had been the chief 
cbftacles to peace, having fallen in the late 
engagement, both parties feemed more in
clined to an accommodation, and a fufpen
:fion of hoftilities took place. Accordingly, 
after mutual conferences, a truce was agreed 
~n for the f pace of fifty years, between 
the two commonwealths and their refpec
ltive allies. This pacification was greatly 
forwarded by Pliftonrea, one of the Spartan 
kings, and Nicias the Athenian general, who 
was no lefs diftinguiihcd by his probity and 
patriotifm in the aifembly, than by his cou ... 
rage and ikill in the field. The treaty was 
concluded ten years after the declaration of 

the 
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the war. The Breotians and Corinthians were C 11 A P. 

extremely offended and dngufted at the peace, xx. 
and employed their utmoft effort~ to excite 
new animofities; but NlCias perfuaded the 
Athenians and Laccdrempnians to conclude 
an allianee, offenfive and defenfive, which 
would render them more formidable to their 
allies, and more .aifured with regard to each 
other.' In confequence of this newarrange-
ment, the Athenians reftored the pt"ifoners 
they had taken in the iilang of SphaCteria. 

NOTWITHST ANDING this treaty of peace, 
the war was very diftant from a conc1ulion. 
Before the expiration of the firft year, ani
mofities {prung up afrefh between the Athe
nians and Lacedremonians, and both parties 
prepared for hoftilities. Alcibiades, who now 
began to appear in the public a1femblies, was 
principally aCtive in breaking the peace of 
Nicias, and renewing the Peloponnefian war. 

THIS extraordinary youth was brought up 
in the houCe of his uncle Pericles. Hi~ 
education feems to have been neglected; for 
the inftruCtion of his youth was committed 
to Zopyrus the Thracian, one of Pericles's 
flaves, and ill qualified for fuch an arduous 
and fublime employment. N everthelefs, his 
noble birtht his great ()pulenceJ and the au-

thority 
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C" A P. thority of his guardian, confpired to give him 
xx. high ideas of his own importa1"lCe, and to in

fpire his m'md with premature plans of ambi
tion, which proved in the end pernkious to 
himfelf, as well as fatal to his country. His 
uncommon talents, and promi1ing reputation, 
drew the attention of Socrates; who difcerning 
ill. him a fingular mixture of good and evil 
qualities, befiowed incredible pains on his in
ftruttion, and fiudied to remedy the defeCts 
of nature by the leiTom of philofophy. But 
it was the eloquen'ce of Socrates as a public 
teacher, and the graces of his converfation, 
mOle than his m0ral lectures and hi~ virtu
ous life, that induced Alcibiades to become 
his difciple. 

A This firfi appearance in the Athenian 
a1Tembly, he difplayed a bold and eccentric ge
nius, capable of the greateft and mofi ha
zardous detigns. He poffdfed a fin gular ver
fatility of charaCter; he could with eafe accom
lIlodate himfelf to all companies, and conform 
to every fituation. He made the tranfition 
from virtue to vice, and from vice to virtue, 
with equal facility and ardour; and the peo
ple applied to him the obfervation of Homer 
concerning Egypt, "That it produces excel
lent medicines, and pernicious drugs in equal 

abundance." 
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abundance." Although he was addicted to 
pleafure, and even debauchery, at Spa.rta he 

C HAP., 

xx. 
lIved according to t~e laws of' 1:..ycutgust ---... 

and exceeded the Spartans in temperance and 
fobriety. In Ionia he affumed the foftnefs 
and efteminacy of the natives; and in the 
Perfian dominions he rivalled the fupel'b Sa-
traps in oriental luxury and magnificenc~. 
Ambition, however, had the afcendancy in his 
mind; and even in frivolous difputes, he always 
contended with eagernefs, and afpilcd to vic-
tory. He pofielIed, indeed: moil of the quali-
fications which were requifite to form a leader 
in the Athenian affembly. His illuftrious. 
though remote, and perhaps fabulous defcent 
from Ajax, the manly gracefulnefs of his per-
fon, which captivated the love and admiration 
of all who beheld him, and f'ven of the philo-
fophic Socrates; his expertnefs in the affairs 
of the commonwealth; his immenfe wealth. 
which he fpent in magnificent profufion, and 
laviihed in public entertainments to the people. 
dazzled all eye~, and commanding the refpett, 
invited the confidence of his fellow-citizens. 
When, to all thefe endowments and advan-
tages, are added his 'popular eloquence, and 
his fuper.ior knowledge in the military art, it 
is eafy to trace his fubfequent progrefs to pre-

eminence 
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C HAP. eminence and power in Athens. His faults 
__ ",_x_._ were conftrued into the negligencies of a 

great chaiaCter j his affeCtation of fuperio
rity, which would nave been accounted cri
minal in any other citizen, was referred ~o 

ignorance of the world; and his wild exceires 
were conftrued into the effervefcence of a lux
uriant and youthful mind. 

WITH fuch talents and fuch a temper, it 
will be readily conjeCtured that Alcibiades 
was not born for the repofe of his country. 
He had employed every effort to travtrfe the 
treaty of peace which had been lately con
cluded between Athem and Sparta; but failing 
in his attempt, he endeavoured to preve:lt it 
from taking effect. He itudied fecretly to de
tach the Argives from the Spartan intereft, and 
to irritate his countrymen againft the Lacedre
monians, becaufe they had furrendered the 
fort PanaCtum in a ruinous condition, and not 
fortified according to the terms of the treaty. 
He endeavoured alfo to render Nicias fu[
pected by the people of too ftrong an attach
ment to the intercfts of Sparta. At the treaty 
of peace, the Lacedcemonian ambairadors had 
addreired themfelves only to Nicias, in whom 
they repofed confidence, and totally negleCted 
Alcibiades, though his anceftors had enjoyed 

the 
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the -rights of hofpitality iI\ their republic. 

S5S 
CD A P .. 

xx. This was a rival, therefore~ whom he wifhed \ 
to remove; and opportunities [OOA prefented --........ 
themfe1ves for accomplilhi1'lg all his defigns. 

THE citizens of Corinth con\,ributed to re ... 
new the war, which had originated from their 
quarrel with th~ir colony Corcyra. The ar
ticle in the league between Athens and Sparta, 
gtanting a power to each to make fuch altera
tions in the treaty as fituations and circum ... 
fiances might demand, the Corinthians con
fidered, or affected to confider, as portend
ing fomething fatal to the rights and liberties 
of Greece, and endeavoured to infpire the ci
tizens of Argos ,\ ith fimilar fentiments. The 
Argivcs, having remained neuter during the 
former part of the war, could now appear in. 
full vigour, and with an unexhaufted treafury 
to maintain their rights, whIch, it wa<; all edged. 
had been ihamefully abandoned and betrayed' 
by the Spartans: and they feemed willing to 
regain their antient fuperiority in the Pelo .. 
ponnefus. The inhabitants of Mantinrea and 
the Elians joined the Argive alliance, and it 
loon received a new addition of ftrength from 
the Macedonian allies. 

THIS confederacy was foon rendered more 
formidable, by the junction of a power no lefs 

2 refpectablc 
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(; II A ,. refped:able than the Athenian republic. This 
xx. unexpeCted event which, while it ihocks mo-
• clem ideas,c. illuftrates antient manners, arofe 

from the machinations of Alcibiades. Am
ba1Iadors from Sparta arrived~ who declared 
to the fenate that'they were inve~ed with 
full powers to put an end to all divifions and 
animofities. Next day they were to receive 
a~dience from the popular affembly, and to 
deliver their propofa1s. Akjbiades, appre
henfive of their fuccef." endeavoured to en
gage them in a touference. . Having in·· 
vited them to an entertainment, during which 
he expreffed an uncommon regard for their 
republic, and the wannefi willies. for the fuc
cefs of their embafly, he afterwards told them, 
that one clrcumftance affeCted him with much 
concern, their declaration before the fenate 
that they were invefred with full powers. He 
intreated them to beware of ,repeating this 
declaration in the afiembly, as the people, ex
travagant in their pretenfions, and rapacious 
in their demands, would not fail to avail them
felves of this circumftance, and inilft on con
ditions injurious both to the intereft and the 
honour of Sparta. He c.onc1uded with af
furing them, that if they concealed their full 
powers', be would fupport them,~ith all his 

influence j 
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influence; procure the reft{)ration of Pylus ; 
and prevent the aCCPmpliilunent of the Ar

"57 
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XX. 

give. alliance. The Spartans cOQ~ded in the "'" --41i1!11".' 
ma~ whom they had formerly offended; look ... 
~d upon Alcibiades as an extra&rclinary ftatef,,:, 
man and. politician ; and loon found that they 
had not erred in their conjetrure. 

N EX T day the people being aiTembled, 
the ambaffadors were introduced. Alclbiild~s 

enquired of them the fubjed of their emblffy, 
and the extent 'of their powers. According 
to the pre-concerted' plab, they anf wered, 
" That they came to propofe an accommoda
tion, but were not inveiled with full powers." 
" No later than ycfterday," faid the artful po
litician, affeC1:ing a tranfport of indignation, 
"they declared their full powers fa the fe .. 
nate, and to-day they deny them before the 
atfembly of the people. But 11.1I.;h is the 
hypocrify and duplicity of their republic. 
It is thus they have reftored Amphipolis and 
the Macedonian cities! And it is thus, Athe
nians, that they have given you potfeffion of 
Panadum, difmantled and demoliihed I Nay, 
,after concluding a league with Athens, and 
ratifying it by a folemn oath, they have bafe
ly and audacioufly infringed it, by entering 
into an alliance with Thebes, your determined 

VOL. II. S and 
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and devoted enemy. lVIen of Athens! can you 
frill fubmit to fuch injuries and jndignities? 

••• --- Or is it coMiftent, either with your juftice or 
your honour, that thefe traitors, who c.all 
themfelves ambaiTadors, ihould remain longer 
within your walls ?',. 

No language can exprefs the :;.ftoniili.ment 
and confufion of the ambaffadors, who, gaz-. 
ing wildly on one another, could fcarcely give 
credit to their eyes or their ears. Nicias .. 
unacquainted with the bafe ftratagem of Al
cibiades, wondered· at their folly, and partook 
of their difgrace. Retiring abruptly from the 
aiTembly, they departed with indignation to 
Sparta, and their departure announced the 
renewal of hoftilities. The Athenians [.JOll 

afterwards joined the Argive alliance; ~p
poin ted Alcibiades their general; and fen t 
troops to Pylus, in order to ravage Laconia. 

A r this period, Nicias and Alcibiades en
joyed all authority in Athens. The former 
had wearied the patience of the people, by his 
rirm perfeverance in oppofing thc::ir unjuft in
clinations.. the latter had provoked their rc-
1f:mtment, by his infolent behaviour and hi,; 
profligate life. Alcibiades was fupported by 
the young men, who were eager for war;. 
N iClas by the aged ci~izens, who knew the. 

9 va,lue 
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value of peace. Both were in danger of be- C HAP. 

ing baniilied by the ofiracifm, through the xx. 
intrigues of Hyperbolus, a bold blit abandoned 
man, who poffeffed {onlC infiuenc~ in the re-
public, and who was {ometime1> employed 
by the. people to humble thofe in exalted 
ftations; but Nicias and Alcibiades, wifely 
uniting their interefts, procured the banii11-
ment of Hyperbolus. The oftracitin, which 
was looked upon as an honourable e:Aile, and 
which had never before been int1itted but on 
per{ons of fuperior merit and renown, was 
henceforth aboliilied as having 10ft its dig-
nity, by being exercifed upon a fut~eCt fo con
temptible. 

THE eccentric, but vigorous character of 
Alcibiades, had gained an unaccountable af
cendancy over the minds of the people, 
though they were well acquainted with the 
defeCts and vices of his character, which he 
hardly endeavoured to conceal. The diffo]ute 
luxury in which he lived, made every virtuous 
Athenian bluili. He expreffed too an averfion 
to the cuftoms of his country, and a difre
gard to religion and the gods. The intelligent 
and ferious citizens dreaded, left by his addrefs, 
his boldnefs, his eloquence, and his extra va
~nt profufion to the people, ,he lhould 6fe, 
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