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-

‘qf THERMOPYLE.

. FTER the defeat of the Perfian forces ¢y 4
at Marathon, tht attention of Darins - xv.
s occupied with two important ebjelts,
at fufpended his refentment againft the
recian Republics. - Egypt revolted from is
y, 2fid 2 dangerous competition, concerning
e fucceflion to the empire,® took place be-
veen two of his fons. By his firft marri-
» With the daughter ©of* Gobrias, three
s were born fo him' Mefore his acceflion
Voi. II, B - S SIS
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Emar to the throne ; and four by Atofla, the daugh- .
" “ ter, of Cyrus, after his elevation to the royal
dlgmty dn this conteft, the kideft foyl ‘of
the King was preferred to tiie eldeft\fon
of Darius; and the nght of fuccgllion was
determined in favour of Xerxes., Darius
died foon after this event. N
~ In the fecond ytar of his reign Xerxes
snarched an army againft the Egyptians ; and,
having fubducd-thcfc reveltedy fubjc&s, com-
“~_mitted the government of Egypt to his bro-
ther Achemengs, ap.d.rcturned in the later
end ‘of the year to'his place at Sufa.
"EraTep twith his *fuccefs againft the
Egyptians, he refumed the long-intended
projet of his father; and, prompted by re-
fentment as well as ambition, determined to
make war againft the Grecks. The cha-
. racter of the Perfians, for valour, was ftill re
fpectable ; the coungellors of a youthful mo
- march, defcended from a line of conqueror;
* would be difpofed to fecond the impreflion :
.of his lofty mind, to emulate” the glory or'
.his anceftors, and extend the bounlanes Q.
_the empire. -« .
.. Tuougn thesburning of Sardis, and tb;
"dﬂeﬂ* at Marathan, might irritate the-Perfian
% =L pni: ‘yet, to take véngqmcc on the Athe-
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nians vas not the fole obje@ of Xerxes: htl A
what Herodotus has fuggefted appears- pro- - XV.. 'f
-bable, that this ambitions fovereign might = "'""""i,-
meditate the fubjugation of all Europe, how- bt |
ever litdle of it was known to him; and look

to the yweftern oceaneas the termination of

his cateer, and, the"*boundary of his con- .,
-quefts *. Hence he entered intd an alhancc ; i
with the Carthaginians, at shat time the moft '
powegful pedple of the wefts in which 1: -
was agrccd that avhilg the great King wis

to invade Greece i in perfany Wwith all the, force *
of Afia, the Carthaglhxans, with three hun-
dred thoufand men, were to %ttack ‘the co-
Jonies of Greek extration in Italy and Sicily,

and thus, on the. ruins of the Grecian name,

to lay the bafis of univerfal empire,

Having thus armed the weft under the
.command of Hamilcar, the Carthaginian ge- |
‘neral, and having affefnbled the eaft under
his own banners, he fet out from Sufa in -
the fifth year of his reign, after having {pent
three yegg Tn making preparations through-
iout alf’ the provwccs of hls wide-extended
~ ompire.

20 As mantunc ftates could not be fubdued

.

4% e Herod, hh vii.ecap, 3 ’ _
“ 48t ~ B 2 or
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cH AP or retained in fubjettion,-without a naval

XvVv.

pbwmr, he had fitted out an armament at fea,
adequate: to the greatnefs of his undertakmg
Twelve hundred and feven galhes of war,
carrying, at a medium, two hundred feamen,
and thirty Perfians, or Sacians, whe derved as
marines, were furnificd by the Eg¥ptians,
Phenicians, Syrians, and the nations of Lower
Afia. Three thoufand tranfpqrts of various
dimenfions, tpntaining, at an average, g crew
of eighty men, attended the ficet. The whole
amounted, according to Herodotus ¥, to about
fqur thoufand two htindred thips, and above
five hundred thoufand men. To render navigea -
tion fecure from Afia to Europe, and along
the coafts of Thrace, Macedon, and Theffaly,
to the centre of the Grecian ftates, a work of
prodigious labour and difficulty was under-
taken. Orders were given to dig a canal,
in which two gallies ‘'might fail abreaft, acrofs
the ifthmus which joins Athos to the con-,
tinent of Thrace +. Navxgatxonz even at pre-
fent, is dangerous in the Agean fagg the fre-
quent ﬁnpwrecks that had happenec? in this
fea, and the recent difafters wRich befel Mar-

* He'bd. Ik, 7, cap. 87.
+ Hered.'lib, 7, cap. 21,

doaius
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doniuspin attempting to double the Cape of cu ar.
the Peninfula, probably fuggefted to Xerxesa  xVv.
magnificent undertaking, which, perhaps, ori- ==
ginated more from policy than oftentation.

The negk of land was only half a league

hroad ; gmd a monarcl], who commanded the

labour =of millions, ceuld eafily have accom-

plithed a work of greater difficulyy.

WaeN the levies for. the land army were
completed, Xerxes came in perfon to take the
command, and mgarched 1mmedmtely to Sar-
dis, where he paffqd the wmter.  To tranf-
port his forces with wcelenty, from Afia to
Europe, he orderéd two bridges of boats
to be raifed on a ftrait of the Hellefpont,
about feven furlongs in breadth. The bridges
were conftructed, one to refift the current,
which is always ftrong from the Propontis,
the other to withftand the winds, which are
often violent from the Agean fea. This
double range of boats was fixed by ftrong
anchors on both fides on the oppofite thores ;
large be;lgls' were driven into the earth; to
which®vaft cables were faftened, that reached
over the whole extept of thesveflels from one
fide of the ftrait to the Jther. The decks
were firewed, with trees ande plankb, and -the
whole covered with earthy to ferve’ss a folid

B j bottom.
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cu apr. bottom. Rails or battlements of twicker~

xv.  work were raifed on the fides, to remove the
apprehenfion of danger, and prevent the im--
petuofity of the horfes from attempting the
fca. When the whole was finithed,”a time
was fixed for cromng.the Hellefpogt upon
this fingular bridge; £hd, in the fpace of
feven days ard nights, the army pafled, in un-
interrupted fuccefiion, from Abydos in Afia
to Seftys in Eprope.

XerxEs then directed his march acrofs
the "Thracian Cherfonefus, and arriving at
Donfnus, fituated at the mouth of the He-
brus in Thrace; he encamped his army ; and,
having given orders for his fleet to follow him
aléng the fhore, he paufed to review his forces
by fea and land.

WHEN we confider the multitudes which
the monarchs of the eaft have been accui-
tomed to bring into the field, befide the re-
gular troops, and refle¢t on the immenfe pre-
parations that were made for this war, we
may conceive that a prodigious angx would
pafs in review on this occafion. Atgh? fame
time the exaggetated account 8f Herodotus
thocks credibility. He eftimates the land
forces, aflembled‘at‘Dorifcus, to have amount-
ed to onc million*eight hundred thoufand

fighting
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fighting men ; and, by the recruits that joined. CHAP

them on the march to Thermopyle, to haye
increafed to' two million one hufidred thou-
fand. He computes the fleet to have con-
tained five hundred and forty thoufand * failors’
and margnes, which, adlded to the land army,
make two million fixshundred and forty thou-
fand. To thefe he fubjoins a grofs computa-
tion of fervants, futlers, apd other military
followers, toenearly an cqual amount ; and
thus calculates the force of Xerxes at five
million two hundz;ed and e.lghty three thou-
fand two hundred and-twcnty men; befldes a
numberlefs multitude of womeh, éunuchs, and
flaves.

No antient aughor has adopted this extra-
vagant account; and even his own country-
men refufed to give it credit. Ifocrates,
Ctefias, and Diodorus Siculus, ftate the mi-
litary force at feven of eight hundred thou-
fand. 'The vanity of the Greeks led them
to exaggerate the ftrength, and magnify the

* Inenlafcription placed on the monument erected to the,
memory of the Greeks who fell at the battle of Thermopyl,
it fs mehtioned, that the Spartans had fought againt three
million of men; an exaggeratfon which is contradicted by the
hiftoriah whoregords it.

B 4 numbers
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numbers of an enemy whom they had cop-
quered. |

EARLY in the {pring Xerxes {tnt deputies
to the feveral Grecian flates, to require the
delivery of earth and water, as 2 mark’ of fub-
miffion. He did net ybferve the fape cere-
mony with regard to the-Athenians and Spar-
tans, as they, had treated with inhuman cru-
elty, and in contradition to the laws of war
even among barbarous nations, the ambaf-
fadors entruftéd with a fimilar commifiion
by Darius his father. Many of the .inferior

- comntonwealths, intimidared by the great-

nefs of the Pecfian pame, apd difcerning no
bond of union among the Grecian powers,
and no meafures concerted i common for
the general defence of the country, made the
required .acknowledgment to the ambaffa-
dors, angd delivered earth and water as tokens
prifing, when we confider the real hiftory of

Girecce, and the flage of parties at that time.
Ir was an opinion then gendrally enter-
tained, that the power and forces of “Perfia
were not to be zefifted. The Grecian colo-
nies in Afia Minbr, fuperior to the parent
country*in opulence and population, had at-
tempted
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tcmpted‘q'n vain to.defend themfelves againft cu a e,
Creefus, a Prince of far inferior power ; and,  ¥V.
when they were fubjected to the niildnefs of —
his government, they gained an acceffion of
happinefse by their fubmiffion. But now

when tha{ gxtenfive empire, which had not

only inclofed within itgboundaries the antient
kingdom of Lydia, with its tributary ftates,

but had already made canfiderable advances

into Eqgrope ; #nd which to a land army, nu-
merous beyond congeption, added the greateft

naval force that was ever.-known in the
world; how was it to e oppofed by a’few
inconfiderable ftates, ‘'whofe terrftorics, if fub-

dued, would hardly be diftinguithed in the

map of the Perfign empire? Hence, from
apprehenfions for their own fecurity, many

of their inferior republics endeavoured to
conciliate favour by an early fubmiflion to

the great King, and acknowledged that fub-
‘miffion by the delivery of earth and water ¥,

The factions which prevailed in the Grecian
commonwealths tended farther to prevent

their cdhfgderacy in the common caufe. The
infidious policy and dnmmccrhxg ambition of

the Lacedemonians, had bécome odious to

* Herod, Lib. 'vit gap. 138,
the
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¢n A p.. the neighbouring tates,. mary of whom

Xv.

adopted the fentiments of the Argians,
« That the Spartan arrogance was become
< intolerable; and that they would rather be
« commanded by the Barbarians, shan fub-
“ je to Lacedembn*.”

* It was to the Athenfans chiefly tha. Greece
was indebted for its prefervation on this cri-
tical occafion ; their particular fituation de-
termined them to the part which they per-
formed. The burning of Sardis during the Io-
nian rebellion; their treatment of the Perfian
heralds, fo contrary to the law of nations;
and, above all’ their recerit and celebrated vic-
tory at Marathon, had rendered them fo ob-
voxieus to the Perfian defpot, that they
could hope for no terms in fubmiffion, but
the moft abject flavery or inevitable deftruc-
tion.

INpEPENDENT Of thefe circumftances,
their {pirit was too much elated by their paft
fuccetles to folicit, or even to tolerate, a fo-
relgn yoke. The victory at Magathon had
diffipated their terror of the Medes,*taught
them to confide in their own cburage, and in-
fpired them with” entbufiafm and the love of

Herod. Iils. vii. cap, 148.
X glory.
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glory. Blence, fays Hesodotus, forming 2 cwuar.
plan for the general.liberty of Greece, they,  xv.
roufed to energy all the ftates which were =™+
undemded in the caufe, and, next under the
Gods, rcpellcd the Perfian invafion. Event-
ful and a’lﬁ';mmg periods; call forth extraordi-
nary abflities, and geeat occafions: produce
great men. ‘Two illuftrious Athepians, Arif-
tides and Themiftocles, now gttracted the ex—~»
pectatigns of their countrymen, whofc {ubfe-
quent rank in hiffory merits an intimate
knowledge of their chara&crss

ArisTIDES was defeended fom a farnily
of the higheit clafs. *An admire? of the Spar-
tan conftitution, he had carefully ftudied the
laws of Lycurgus ;,and hence, both from birth
and education, became attached to the arifto-
cratical party at Athens, Juftice was the pre-
vailing feature in his charalter, and the rule of
his conduct both in pubMc and in private Life.
Delicately difinterefted, he refufed to accept
of employments from the recommendation of
his friendy. left it thould lay him under a dan-
gerous %bligation. Difcerning the merit of
others,- but unconfcious of his own; it was
he who firft refigned hic day of command to
Miltiades, in the former war. Contented with
a {mall fortune, he rejecteds the offers of his

friends ;

»
¢
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cw A p.. friends; and, from his fimple manner of life,

Xv,

might have been a citizen of Sparta. Indif-
ferent about popularity, he acquired real fame.
When a ply of Efchylus was performing,
and the ator was repeating a verfe which de-
feribes the charalter of Amphiagaus, « He
“ does not defire to appear a virtuous man,
¢ but to bz fo,” the whole audience turned
their eyes to Arjftides.

- TueMIsToCLES was a Plebeian by birth.
Born with great abilities, ambition was his
ruling paffion. In early youth he fhewed
foch fymptoms of ac<bold and fiery, and at
the fame time fhrewd difpofition, that his
mafter prediGted he would either be a blefling
or a curfe to his country. Humble from am-
bition, he courted the multitude ; becaufe he
knew it was only by them he could rife.
Affable and complaifant, he was always ready
to oblige ; he knew sll the citizens by name;
and, folicitous to procure friends, paid little
regard to the means by which they are ac-
quired or retained. But if his mora] qualities
were doubtful, his political charaét¢r was un-
rivadled ; and 1a this regard, as Thucydides, a
good judge of human nature, has obferved,
no peffon was ‘more worthy the admiration
of poflerity. Hic wpoffeffed that natural faga-

city,
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city, thee rareft and happieft: talent for the
management of public affairs, which, r»efem-;
bling the perceptions of fenfe more than the
operatxons of intelle&, feizes its objeét by in-
tuition, and follows it with the certainty of
inftinét.

TuEesE two charaGers ftood at the head of
the different parties in the city. From their
childhood they had been at variance, even in
their fports; asproof that their contrariety of
Opmlon proceeded from a difcordange of na-
tufe. Themiftocles wa$ the bolder genius ;
Ariftides the gentler fpirit. Forming great
views, Themiftocles‘looked to #he end.; con-
ceiving humble intentions, Ariftides regarded
the means. The former was the greater
ftatefman ; the latter the better man.

THuE battle of Marathon had fuggefted a
bold enterprize to the active mind of The-
miftocles. Revolving his {cheme, he roamed
the ftreets at night, and told thofe he met,
that the trophy of Miltiades would not allow
him to reft :* while the Athenians, after their
victory® over the Perfians, abandoned them-
felves to joy, er renewed their old diflentions.
Themiftocles confidercd tiat fuccefs as the
prognoftic of a coming fiorm, and rtpeated
daily in the ears of his topntrymen, that the

Perfian

I3

CHAFR
xv.
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énarp, Perfian war, fo far from being eaded, was

Xv.

but juft begun. But before he made prepara-
tions for a danger that was diftant, he thought
it neceffary to rid himfelf of a rival, who was
ready on all occafions to thwart hiswiews.
Tue Oftracifm had been alrggdy intro-
duced into the Atheaian ftate, though by
‘whom, or in what* period, is unknown ; by
.this, men eminent to fuch a degree as to
threaten the {tate with danget, were banithed
for ten vears! This exile was not a punith-
ment for acrime, but a kmd of honourable re-
tirement, and employed as a curb to the grow-
ing power of a dangerous citizen. Something
fimilar prevailed in many of the artient re-
publics, and perhaps was neceffary in {mall
ftates, where equality prevails; though, among
the Athenians in particular, it was frequently
abufed. The method of proceeding was this:
The citizens took {h=lls, and, having written
upon them the name of the perfon they
withed to banifh, carried them to the place ap-
pointed by Jaw: then the magiftrates numbered
the thells ; if they amounted to fix_ ‘thoufand,
the fentence of exile took placo, leavmg, how-
ever, to the barfithed perfon the difpofal of
his effate.
It will appear furprifing, that Themifto-
<lgs



ANTIENT HISTORY.

cles could raife the popular refentment againft
a man fo refpe&ablc and {o amiable as Arif-
tides ; he effeCted it, however, by makmg
that very title which attefted his virtue, his
accufatioh. He whifpered about, that Arif-
tides, haying affumed the sname of Juft, and
frequently a@ing as judge between contending
parties, had infenfibly eflablifhed a monarchy,
though without the title; and erected a throne,
thoutrh without pomp or guards “ For
« what conflitutes a tyrant,” faid he, “ but
“ egiving laws?” *On 2 fudden, and when it
was lcaﬁ expeed, the,citizens.and country-
men flocked to the forum, and «demanded the
Oftracifm. A peafant who could not write,
and knew not this great man, applied to hip
to writc the name of Ariftides upon his thell.
“ What injury has that man done to you
faid the virtuous citizen of Athens. * None
at all,” replied the ruffic, “only I am weary
of hearing him every where called the Juft.”
Ariftides wrote his own name upon the fhell,
and deliveredit to the puﬁmt The fix thou-
fand #ffrages were given: he received his
fentence with, magnanimity ; and, departing
from the city, befought the Gods, that the
Athenians might never {ge othe day.which
fhould force them to remember Aratides.
THIs

35
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THI1s unworthy ftratagem woulds have left
an. indelible ftain upon the memory of The-

ot miftocles; if it had not been éffaced by his

fubfequent fplendid and meritorious fervices.
Delivered now from a rival, who abways op-
pofed, and often ‘obdructed his dgfigns, he
applied to his grand. proje®, putting his
country in a ftate of preparation for a war
with Perfia, Wthh he beheld at no great
diftance. He faw the weaknefs, and ex-
amined the refources, of Athens. Happxly
fituated for a marine, their fleet was inferior
to that of the Eginatans, their neighbours.
By becoming a maritime power, Athens
would increafe her wealth and extend her do-
minion.

EciNa was a little ifland or rock, fituated
in the Sarcnic Gulph, which divides the ter-
ritories of Attica from the northern fhores of
Peloponnefus. The rocky and barren foil had
early compelled the inhabitants to feek fufte-
nance from the watery element ; the bark was
foon improved into the veflel * the troop of
fithermen became a nation of mes chat‘x’ts ; and
their naval experience and power, darmg the
ufurpation at Athens, had arrogated the do-
miniofi of the feas

ON the invafion bf Greece, under Datis,

2 the
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the ABginetans were the firft who ac-
knowledged fubjection to the Perfian Kink
from enmity to the Athenians, t their antient
rivals in grade, and now become ton powerful
for them® to contend yith, unlefs aided by
fuch a frong allianceeas that period pre-
fented.

THE conduct of the Alginetans, in deliver-
ing carth and water to the ‘Perfian heralds,
renewad the antient hoftilitics between them
and the Atheniane. This ifland being en-
gaged in a fubordinate kance with Sparta,
it was thought proper to demangd, at the
hand of the fovereign ftate, chaftifement of
that people who had deferted the caufe of
Grecce, and joined the common enemy. The
Spartans liftened 1o the remonftrance, and
taking ten of the principal citizens from
MAgina, fent them hoftages to Athens, as fe-
curity for the fidelity of their countrymen.
This mutual animofity foon produced a naval
wir, which gas carried on for fome time
with v%rious fuccefs, but with uniform ani-
mofity and ‘exertion.  Thefe contefts with
Agina merit attention, as jthey mark the
caufes and thetgrogrefs ot the Athenian great-
nefs at fea, ad account for thofe & wooden
walls,” which "rofe up fo *fuddenly thg fafe-

Nor. II. C guard

7
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¢'s A p.-guard and bulwark of Greece. Thé expedi-
Xv. tion to the coaft of Jonia, and the fiege of
=== Sardis, had awakeped the {pirit, and improved
the means of naval armaments; and the
AEgmetan war had taught the fhip-builder
and cngmecr the advantages of ther art, and
had given the mariner the courage #nd dex-

terity of habit.

Heropotus fcruples not to affirm, that
Greece owed, its prefervation to this war, as
it firft obliged the Athenians to raife a ma-
rine *.

THE Athenians pofleffed a rich filver mine
at Mount Larium, a part of Attica. As the
treafury was rich, it had been determined, in
the true f{pirit of republican rapacity, that
the revenue arifing from the mine thould be
appropriated to relieve the wants of the citi-
zens, or be diffipated in the public amufe-
ments. While the minds of the people were
agitated with the ftrongeft refentment againft
the Aginetans, Themiftocles propofed, that
this annual revenue thould be deftired to the
purpofe of building thips of war, by which
they might deftroy the fleets of their antient
rivals and enemies. The propofal was adopt-

# Lib. Vi, cap, t44.

ed,
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ed, and two hundfed gallies were foon equip-

ped, of a fuperior fize and conftru@ion to any
hitherto known in Greece ¥.

WhHie e the army of Xerxes was approach-
ing, thole republics which had determined to
defend ﬂ1c1r liberties Yo the laft, concerted
meafures for fnrrnmg a.common confederacy
among all the Grecian ftates. Deputies
were fent from the ifthmus of Corinth, con-
fiftinge of reprefentatxves frone Athens and
Lacedemon, and from feveral ftates "of Pelo-
ponnefus. Having agreed’ to fufpend <heir
antient quarrels and private animofities, they
fent ambaffadors to Argos, to Sicily, and to
the Iflands of Corcyra and Crete, to defire
fuccours, and cofclude a league againft the
common enemy. The inhabitants of Argos
refufed to join the confederacy, upon the pre-
tence that they could not be admitted to an
equal fhare of the command. Gelo, King of
Syracufe, promifed to affift them with a nu-
merous armyeand a powerful fleet, on congi-
tion thatethey would make him generaliffimo
of all their forces by fea and land. National
pride and republican jcaloufy prevented them
from complying with his reguifition » while

* Flato de LegiB. Lb. 3,
C 2 in
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C# A P. in the mean time, the approach of three hun-

xv. dred thoufand Carthaginiars, commanded by
Hamilcar, rendered his whole force neceflary
to defend Sicily. Moft of the other ftates
fubmitted to Xerxes., Thefpia and Platea
alone took part with the Athenians aad Spar-
tans.

WaiLE the deputies were fitting at Co-
rinth, and confulting abeut the condu& of
the war, intelljgence was brought from Thef-
faly, that the Perfian army had croffed the
Hellefpont, and was dire@ing its march to-
ward that frontxcr As the Theffalians had
entered ‘with qldcrlty and zeal into the con-
federacy, they expected that an immediate
and effeGtual force would be affembled to
guard the narrow pafles which lead into their
country. The cclebrated valley of Tempe,
between the mountains of Olympusand Offa,
is the only paffage from Lower Maccdonia
into Theflaly. The Theflalians {fuppofed that
the enemy would cndcavour to penetrate into
their country by this defile. Accordingly their
ambafladors intreated and urged the confeder-
ated Greeks to fend a powerful army from the
fouthegn flates, to ailhft them in defending that
importang pafs. Thur remonf{lrance, dchvcred
with energy, animated the hefitating councils

of
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of the allied Greeks. A body of ten thou- cu a p,
fand foot embarked under the command of xv.
Themiftocles the Atheniar®, and Evceenetus a
Spartan § and failing through the Euripus,
marched acrofs the country, and occupied the
valley Q)’ Tempe. As the Theflalians ex-
celled in cavalry, their horfe, joined to the in-
fantry fent from the other ftates of Greece,
were fuﬂicmnt.to defend that inlet againft the
moft numerous forccs

“Tue Grecian army had not been long in
this fituation, when a we¥enger from Alex-
ander, fon of Amintas, tribusary prince of
Macedon,announced to them, that the Perfian
army, on its way toattack them, was immenfe
and irrefiftible; that there was another paffage
into Theffaly, through Upper Macedonia; and
advifing them to make a timely retreat, to avoid
being overwhelmed by ,the myriads of Afia.
Confcious that their ftrength wasinfufficient to
defend both paffes, Themiftocles and Evcene
tus reimbarked their troops, and returned.to
the ifthmus of Corinth. Thus forfaken, and
thinking themd{elves betrayed, by their allies,
the Theflalians {ubmitted totthe Perfian King,
and entered with zeal into hisfervice.

Tur Grecian confederagy, which *remained
to sefift the whole force of the Perfian em-

C 3 pire,
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pire, now confifted of a few little ftates,
whofe united territories did not equal fingle
‘provinces in the kingdoms of modern Europe;
neither was there among thefe any cordial
unanimity, nor any general concert ft;remployT
ing their forces in oné direction w1t?11 vigour
and effe@. . The critical fituaticn of their
affairs ftruck terror into the refpeclive ftates,
The oracles, which had fuch amighty influ-
ence in the 4ntient world, were ambiguous
and alarming. They dendunced to the La-
ced®nonians, that # $parta or its King muft
fall.” The refponfe to the Athenians was,
“ to feck refuge within their wooden walls.”
While different opinions were given concern-
ing the interpretation of the oracle, Themi-
tocles (by whom it had probably been fug-
gefted) affirmed, “ that their wooden walls
were their fleet, to which the God defired
them to truft for prote@ion.” This inter-
pretation, fupported by his eloquence and
authority, was, at laft, adopted, although
Epicides, a prefumptuous and popular de-
magogue, oppofed it with all his influence ;
and, feizing this &ccafion to blacken the cha-
racer, and frufleate the expectations of The-
miftocles! infifted ghat he himfelf fhould be
appointed to the chief command of the army,

i 2 The
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The fagacious Themiftocles, who knew, thecn a p.
chara@er of his opponent, filenced his oppo-  XV.
fition by a feafonable bribey and was unani-=—
moufly ehofen general. The Athenian gallies,
being Jomcd with thofe of Corinth, Eubcea,
Agina, tand the maritfine ftates of Pelopon-
nefus, compofed a fleet of three hundred fail.
They directed their courfe to the ﬂ:raxt which
feparates the coaft of Eubcea from that of
Theflaly ; and, taking their ftatton at the pro-,
montory of Artemffium,’ waited for the arrival
of the Perfian fleet. Aftet having completely
manned thc fleet, the confedergtes svere able,
exclufive of their flaves, to mufter an army
of fixty thoufand men. The firft ftep taken
by the allies was to fend Leonidas, at the head
of ten thoufand men, to take pofleffion of the
defile of Thermopyle, fituated at the foot of.
Mount Oeta, between Theflaly and Phocis,
the only pafs by which the Perfian army
could penetrate into Achaia. This pafs ob-
tained its name from the adjacent hot {prings,
and wgs® confidered as the gate or opening
into Greece. , Near the plain of the city
Trachis, the paffage was €ifty feet broad;
but towards the north of, Thermopylz the
mountains fo clofed, and towards she fouth
fo prefled upon the fea, as not to admit twa

C 4 carriages
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C H A P.carriages to pafs abreaft. No' fituatron could

Xv.

be better adapted than this celebrated fpot

maeme cor the fmall band of heroic Greeks to with-

ftand the multiplying myriads of Perfia. It
had this further and fingular advantage, that
the ftation of the Grecian fleet at Arlemifium
was only ffteen miles, diftant.

XEerxES, after marching through Thrace
and Macedonia, tame at laft to the pafs of
Thermopyle, guarded by the Grecian {roops.
"Thefe amounted to eleven thoufand men,
four thoufand, of “whom were more immedi-
ately deftined to defend the paffage. Every
man of that number was determined to con-
quer or to die.

Tue Perfian monarch, meeting only with
fubmiffion in his long march through Afia
and Europe, was ftruck with aftonifhment
when he found what he looked upon as an
inconfiderable province, meditated refiftance,
and that a handful of Greeks dared to dif-
pute his entrance into their country. Being
informed by Demaratus that 2 fm.ll num-
ber of men might, at this pafq, fufpend the
motion of all hig army, he fent meflengers
to Leonidas, and the leaders of the Greeks,
dcﬁrmg them to déliver up their arms. They
anfwered, in the fprit and the ftyle of Spar-

tans,
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tans, * Come ‘and tike them.” The meflen-
gers then offered them vaft pofleffions in land,’
on condition of their entering. into an alliance
with the Great King; but they replied,
« That it was the cuftom of their common-
wealth to® Conquer lands by valour, not to
acquire them by treachery.” Excepting
thefe laconic anfwers, they paid no attention
to the Perﬁang, but contintied their gyrn-:
naftic exercifes, entertained themfelves with
mufic and difcourfe, or sadjufted théir long
hair, according to their euftom, when they
engaged in war. 'The meflengers, ,orr their
return to the Perfian camp, defcribed what
they had feen and heard, and related the un-
expetted event of their commiffion. It was be-
yond the conception of Xerxes, and therefore
he could not believe that the Grecians were
come to Thermopyle for the fole end of dy-
ing for their country. Accordingly he waited
four days, expeing that they ‘would retreat
from his irrgfiftible army; but as they re-
mained paftthaken and determined, he preparéd
to chattife their infolence and obftinacy.

On the fifth day, he gave orders to the
Medes and Ceflians of his army to attagk the
Greeks under Leonidas, ana bring them alive
into his prefence. Thefe tréops advanced with

ardor
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¢ i A p.ardor to the engagement; but were foon re-
Xxv. "Plilfed w%th great {laughter, and thewed, fays
Herodotus, that, Xerxes had a great many
attendants, but few foldiers. The Sace, armed
with hatchets, next advanced, but were com-
pelled to retreat witk equal difgrate. At laft
the Perfian guards, called the immortal band,
were fent under the command of Hydarnes
‘¢o finith the comteft ; but their numbers were
ufelefs on grpund fo confined, and their fhort
weapon$ were infufficient when oppofed to the
Grecian {pear. Their attacks, however, were
often renewed, and varied in every direction.
Numbers fell, but no imprefiion was made on
the firm battalions of the Greeks. The Great
King, who beheld the battlefrom an eminence,
1s {aid to have ftarted thrice in anxious emotion
from his throne, and fearing left the flower of
his army fhould be cut off, ordered them to be
recalled from the {cene of action ; yet hoping,
from the {mall numbers of the Greeks, that
their ftrength or courage would be exhaunfted
by the fatigue of inceffant attacks, he ventured
next day to renew the cngagement. But the
little army of Leonidas ftill kept their ground;
and the Pcrﬁanc after ineffectual endeavours
to force their ‘way through the defile, were
compelled to retire with difappointment and
difgrace.

WHiLE
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WHILE. Xerxes, *anxious and perplexed,
knew not what refolution to take, Ep.ialtes, an
inhabitant of the country, ipduced by the
hopes of reward, brought information of ano-
ther pafs over the mountging of Oeta, feveral
miles weft®drd of that defended by Leonidas.
Along this path, formerly frequented by the
Theflalians, but now unknown, excei)t among
the neighbouring inhabitants, he propofed to
conduct # detachment of twenty thoufand Per-
fiang, who might attack ¢he enemy In rear,
while the main body affailed them in front.,

Trrs plan was immediately adgpted by the
Perfian generals. Towards the clofe of the
feventh day, after the arrival of Xerxes at

Thermopyle, twenty thoufand chofen men’

marched from the camp, under the command
of Hydarnes. They advanced all night with-
out interruption, and arrived by day-break
near the fummit of the hill, where a guard of
a thoufand Phocians had been fent by Leoni-
das to defend ghis important, though, as he
thought, wnknown pafs. A foreft of oaks,
with which the mountain was covered, had
concealed the approach of thg enemy.

Tue Phocians, who had neglected the ne-
ceffary precaution of advamc':edg guards, were

firft alarmed by the noife 6f a multitude of
men

27
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c 1 A p. men treading among the fallen leaves ; which,

Xv.

W—;

“from the fercnity of the atmofphere, they

heard at fome diitance.

Having difcovered their danger” they im-
mediately ran to arms; but in the moment
of furprife, fuppofing, themfelves the ultimate
objects of the attack, they abandoned the pafs
which they had been fent to guard, and re-
treated to a hwher part of the mountain, to
gain more advantagcous ground for defence.
But as the objeét of the “detachment was not
to-cut off this inconfiderable party, the pru-
dent Hydarnes left them to enjoy their place
of fafety, and immediately feizing the paflage,

defcended the mountain with celerity, to carry

into execution the objeét of his expedition.
Earry in the morning, information was
brought by the fcouts of the army, that the
Perfians had paffed the Phocian guard, and
werc defcending towards the plain.  Leonidas
called a coundil of war to deliberate on this
important and alarming inform.tion. All, ex-
cept the Spartans, gave it as their op(im'\on, that
it was neceflary to abandon a poft which they
could no longer' maintain, and that, as their
exertions in the prefent fituation would be
fruitlefs; it was prudent to referve themfelves
for a more advantageous occafion of ferving
their
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their countty. The debate ended in a gene-

ral refolution tu retreat with fpeed to themr ,

refpetive cities, the Lacedermoniand, Thef-
pians, and Beeotians only remaining.  The
Thefpians elone voluntarily continued with
Leonidas. , oTheir repuklic’was unitéed in
the ftrictedt alliance with Sparta, by which
they had been often defended againft the
tyranny of the Thebans.. The Beeotians
were detgined by the exprefs defire of Leonidas,
who kept them as hoftages rather than auxili-
aries, on account of the known difaffeGion of
their country to the Gretian caufe. Thefe,
with three hundred Spartans, all of thém cho-
fen men, and celebrated for valour, compofed
the urmy of Leonidas.

THE Spartan king, with his little band of
heroic and felf-devoted followers, refolved on
this occafion to exhibit to the world a memo-
rable example of obedience to the laws of Ly-
curgus, which prohibited on whatever occa-
fion to defert their poft, or to fly from an
enemy. The fubjects of other ftates might
follow tht dictates of prudence or expediency ;
but the Spartans ‘could only hear and obey the
voice of glory, and the call of their country.

PLACED in the poft of honouf by the geheral
confent of Greece, they chole rather cﬁe than

defert
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¢ H A p. defert that fation, and they determined there-

Xv.

-fore, though at the expence of their lives,

to confirm the, pre-eminence of Sparta, to
earn immortal fame, and to give an example
of patriotifm to the laft ages of Greece.  Ani-
mated by the exatple of their'leader, each
Lacedzmonian and "Thefpian under his com-
mand devoted himfelf to death ; but refolved to
die in fuch a manner as thould be glorious to
himfelf, and beneficial to his 'country. When
he ordered them to “ prepare the lat megl of
their lives, and tqdme like men, who at night
fhould fup 'Wlth their fathers,” they fent up
a fhout of j Joy, as if they had been invited to
a banquet.

WueN Hydarnes, witk his detachment of
twenty thoufand men, had nearly approached
to the rear of the Grecks, a chofen band of
Perfians advanced to the affault in front. To
guard the defile, when they muft inevitably
be furrounded, was no longer an objet to
Leonidas, and his attendants ; but to chufe the
fpot, where, in facrificing themfelves, they
might make the greateft havoc among the
enemy.

Cowscioug of certain death, it was now
time ta prepare for the laft effort of generous
defpair, Advancing to the wideft part of the

valley,
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valley, thty attacked the Perfians with the cma p,.
moft impetuous valour, {pread a fcene of car« xv.
nage on all fides, and in the confufion that ==
enfued, mgany of the undifciplined barbarians
were driven into the fea, while numbers were
trodden taedeath by theis fellow foldiers. Le-
onidas feil early in th® engagement, at the
head of his heroic Spartans. THe conflict
however was continued favourably for the
Greeks,till Hydarnes attacked thejr rear. Col-
leGed in themfclves, though retiring td return
no more, they took poft Rehind the wall_of
Thermopyle. The Thebans took this op-
portunity of exprefling their early aftachment
to the Perfians, and with outftretched arms
begged mercy of the conquerors. Many of
them were killed in the a& of furrendering
themfelves; the remainder, being made pri-
foners, {urvived only to infamy. The Lacc-
dzmonians and Thefpiarls continued to fight
with all the fury of defpair, till the wall was
broken down and the enemy entered by the
breaches. o It was no longer poffible to refift
the weaPons of furrounding multitudes; this
undaunted band perithed to the laft man, over-
whelmed rather than conquered by the, Per-
fian arms,

To the memory of thofe'brave defenders of

Greece,
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¢ H A p. Gteece, 2 raagnificent monument was after-

xv. awdrds erected on the fpot where they fell,
bearing two infcgiptions; one in honour of all
thofe who had fallen on that occafion, import-
ing, that a thoufand Greeks had refifted the
progrefs of the Perfian army, cogfifting of
millions. The other, %0 the memory of Leo-
nidas and his three hundred Snartans, exprefled
*in a few fimple words by the poet Simonides :
« Tell, ﬁraizger, at Sparta, that you wgpt over
the afbes of the three bundred, who devoted
themfelues to death in obedience to the laws of
their country-

Twen'TY thoufand Perfians fell in this en-
gagement, and among the reft the two bro-
thers of Xerxes. (

Tute acion at Thermopylz had ferious and
decifive effects both upon the Perfians and the
Greeks. It convinced the Perfians of the
high {pirit, and de{pérate valour of that people
with whom they were to engage, and taught
them at what a price victory was to be ob-
tdined. The condué& of the érecks on this
occafion merits our higheft praife. © When
monarchy has become the general government
of EPrope; when flates are compofed of fub-
jeds, nqt of citizens, and war is carried on by
mercenary troops,-it is ditficult for us to con-

4 veive
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ceive the'feelings of freemen when their coun- ¢ H A P.
try was in danger, and their liberty at ftake. XV-
Even the commonwealths which ‘are under
our infpgction, compofed of merchants and
manufacttirers accuftomed to the functions of
civil life, give us but aneimperfeét idea of the
martial republics of anfiquity, and feldom pro-
duce cxamples of thofe prodigies of valour
which originate from enthufiafm and defpairs
The day of Thermopyle announced the laft
refolution of the Athenians and Spartans, to
die free, rather than to hve flaves; and taught
the Great King, that With all the millions of
the Eaft, 1t might be poffible o exterininate
the Greeks, but it was impofiible to fubdue
them.

Vor. II. D CHAP,




34 A VIEW OF

CHAP. XVL

Irom the Bartle of THERMOPYLE, fo the Na-
val Viclory at SALAMIS,

CHAP. URING thefe memorgbls operations,

XVI. the Grecian fleet had ancliored” in the
harbour of Artemifium. That of the Perfians
lay in the road that reaches from Caftanea, to
the promontery of Sepias, on the Theflalian
coaft. The road of Caftanza was cpen to
the north and north-eaft winds ; and %o little
fpacious, that an eighth divifion only of the
Pufian fleet could be moored in one line
ogainft the fhore; the other feven rode at
anchor, with the prows of the veflels towards
the {fea.  The fccond day after their arrival,
a tempelt blew from the north-eaft, and the
{urges {welled to an amazing height. The lire
of gallies next the fhore were drawid yoon the
buach; of the others many were driven fiom
their anchots ; fome dafhed tg pieces on the
torelard of Sepias; ctiers on the cliffs of Pe-
lion; while feveral were wrecked near the

town of Melibeea. ~ Four hundred gallies were
8 funk
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funk or deftroyed, in this ftarm, befides fych ¢ u asp.

a number of tranfports, that the, Perfians]
dreading a revolt of the Thaffalians, erected a
temporary fort againft any fudden attack, com-
pofed of the wreck of theimveficls.
Tury*{oon qmtteci‘thls infecure {tation,
and, with eight hundred thips of war, be-
fides tranfports, failed into the road of Aphete,
oppofite to the harbour of Artemifium.
Wuen the Grecian fentinels, pofted on
the Eubcean height$ announced the fate of the
enemy s fleet, 2 grateful facrificg was offared
¢ Neptune "the Deliverer;”, but, the ap-
proach of an enemy, whofe fhattered remains
were yet formidable, converted theit tranfports
of joy into anxicty for their prefont fituation.
Tue Grecian fleet confifted of two hun-
dred and feventy-one gallies with three tier
of oars, befides fmaller veifels Each of thefe
gallies carried a hundred and twenty rowers,
befides forty foldiers; but, on emergencies,
the whole craw alted with arms. Of this
fleet, mgré than one-half was furnithed by the
Athenians; yet fuch was the prefent influ-
ence, owing to the antient spre-eminence of
Sparta, that the alhes fefufed fo ferve wnder
any but a Lacedemonian commander. « Eury-
biades was therefore appointed admiral of the
D2 fleet,

XVI.
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» L3
c i A P fleet. 'The modegation of the Athenian lead-

XVI.

ers, who acquiefced in this partial decifion,
and their fuperiority to little paffions in flill
profecuting with zeal the great objeét of the
common confederacy, have merited and ob-
tained the praife of amtient and modérn hifto-
rians. But the genius of Themiftocles, equal-
ly penetrating and provident, gained him an
afcendency which no political arrangement
could preclude; and though Eurybiades had
the name, he exercifed the wuthority of admi-
ral.,

On thearriyal of the Perfian fleet near the
harbour of Artemifium, an alarm {pread on all
fides, and reached the commanders of the
Grecian fquadrons. It was propofed in a
council of war to retreat to the interior feas
of Greece. The Eubceans, whofe coafts muft
thus have been left open to the invafion of
the Perfians, were alarmed at this refolution.
They implored Eurybiades that the fleet might
remain for the proteCtion of their ifland, at
leaft till they could remove their families and
valuable effets to a place of fafcty. The
Spartan admiral gefufed their requeft. They
then applied to Themiftocles. The opinion
which he had alreidy adopted coinaided with
their defire ; and he told them, ¢ that though

their
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their eloquence cotild not pgriuade, their gold CHAZP.
might influence the Grecian commanders, and  XVL
that, for thirty talents*, he would engage
that thes fleet thould remain for the defence
of their coafts.” The money was delivered
into his lfa.ﬁds A dlf’n;ibution of eight talents,
{ecured the chmefcence of the other cap-
tains to his opinion, the remainder he retained
in his hand, tq be ufefully employed in future
contingencies.

THE Perfians, having recovered “from the
fhock of their late misfartunes, prepared to
attack the Grecian flect; but cgnfident in the
fuperiority of their numbers, and fecure of
vittory, they delayed the attack till they had
fent two hundred gallies round Eubcea fo
prevent the enemy from efcaping through
the narrow feas. The Greeks being in-
formed of this ftratagem by Scyllias, a de-
ferter from the Perﬁau fleet, refolved to fail
at midnight againft the detached fquadron;
and, by attacking it feparately, turn the ftra-
tagem offthe cnemy againft themfelves ; but,
having received no farther intelligence of it
in the evening, they prepargd to make an at-
tack upon the Perfien flect. Accogdingly,
about fun-fet, they advanced in order, of battle.

* About fix thoufand pounds.

Dj A tfharp




38

A VIEW OF

c i A P A fharp engagement enfued, and the Greeks

XVI.

took thirty gallics from the enemy, though the
victory was not decifive. The approach of
night, with a ftorm, attended by rain and thun-
der, feparated the combatants. The Greeks
retreated to the harbeur of Artemifium ; the
Perfians were driven to the coaft of Theffaly.
THE violence of the ftorm drove the wrecks
of the late engagement, and the dead bodies,
againft the fides of the fhips, and impeded
the motibn of their oars. [Repeated flathes of

- lightning, amidft the darknefs of the night,

ferved only to difcover the horrors of the
{cene, while the reverberation of the thunder
among the neighbouring mountains of Pelion,
ftruck the mariners with the dreadful imagi-
nation that the gods were in this manner de-
nouncing their vengeance. Nor was it un-
reafonable that the Greeks in the Perfian fleet
thould be agitated with fuch f{uperftitious fears,
as, according to the creed of their age, they
were making war againft the-divinities of their
colintry. By good fortune rather than con-
duct the greater part efcaped with fafety into
the Pegafean Bay,

THE fate of the detachment which was to
fail rouqd Eubed was ftill more difaftrous.
Expofed in an unknown fea, and in a dark

night,
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night, to thunder, lightning, and ftorm, they c 1 A .
abandoned themfelves to defpair, and met their XVI.~
fate among the dangerous rocks Jf the Eu-
beean caaft. « Thus it was the will of the
Deity,” fays Herodotus, “ to reduce the Per-
fian force more nearly % an equality with the
Grecian.”

NexT day a reinforcement of* fifty-three
Athenian fhips joined the Grecian fleet, and
announced the deftruction of the Perfian
fguadron on the Egbeeap rocks. Encouraged
and elated by thefe advaptages, the confede-
rates refolved to attack®the enethy in thedufk
of the evening, which, from their knowledge
of the coaft was particularly favourable to
their defigns. They accordingly made the at-
tempt, and, having feparated the Cilician {qua-
dron, from the main fleet, towlly deftroyed it,
and in the night refumed their ftation at Ar-
temifium,

IrRrR1TATED and difgraced by repeated dif-
afters and in{ults from fuch an inferior force,
the P.erian commanders refolved on therfol-
lowing day by one vigorous effort to repair
their lofles, and regain the honour of which
they had been deprxved.. As the Greeks
had gained their advantages by, ftratagem,
and under covert of the night, they advanced

Dy ta
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cH A p.to the attack at noon irt the form of a fe-
" xvi. midircle, with a view to inclofe the ene-
s————my. The Greeks waited in the advantageous
ftation which they had chofen. The plan of
attack formed by the Perfians appears to have
been ill executed. Ime making their“approach
to the enemy, they crolied and fell againft one
another. ‘The battle, however, was more vi-
goroufly maintairied than on any former oc-
cafion. Five Grecian gallies were taken by
the Egyptians, who appear to have fignalized
themfelves in that engagement. More than
half the Athenian fquadron was difabled.
The doubtful viftory was claimed by the
Greeks, who remained in poffeflion of the
wrecks and the dead ; but, from the diftreffes
which their fleet had fuffered, it was refolved
immediately to retreat to the interior feas of
Greece. This refolution was confirmed by
the arrival of Abronychus, an Athenian, who
related the event of the battle of Thermopyle.
They now retreated without delay, and, having
paffed the Euripus, they coafted afong the

thore of Attica, and anchored at Salamis.
Berore the departure of the fleet, The-
nnﬁ:oclcs, ever fertile in cxpedients for the good
of his couptry, engraved on the rocks near the
watering-place of Artemifium, which he knew
would
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would foon be vifited by the enemy, the fol- cu a »,
lowing infcription: ¢« Men of Ionia, your* XVI.
conduét is inexcufable, in warging againft your =t
anceftors,and endeavouring to enflave Greece.

Repair, therefore, the injury,sand come over to

our fide. *But if you ase compelled by ne-

ceflity to ‘temain with the Perfian fleet, avoid

alting againft us when we come to an engage-

ment. Remember that you are defcended from

the fame blood with us, and tha our quarrel

with the Perfians was on your account.”

By thefe means the Ggecian commander
hoped either to recall the attaclg.merzt of the
Tonians to their antient friends, or at leaft to
render them fufpected to their new mafters *.

WnurN the Grecians had quitted the 1oad’
of Artemifium, Xerxes gave orders that his
fleet, after ravaging the coafts of Enbcea,
fhould proceed to the harbour of Athens;
while he himfelf, at the head of his immenfe
army, intended to march, or rather to make a
triumphal entgy, into the territories of Attica.

His route day through the countries of Phocis
and Beeotia, the latter of which had been early
attached to the Perfian caufe, The Phocians
remained faithful to the Grecian confedgracy,

* Heroa. hib, viii. cap. 40, 41.

'}ﬂl‘
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cu a.p.and were farther confirmed in their attach-.

XVI.

.ndent, after the Theflalians, their antient ene-
mies, had joined the Afiatic invaders.

A naTURAL jealoufy and rivalthip {ubfifted
not only betwegn the Thedalians and Pho-
cians, but between all the Grecianeftates: and
that Thebes and Ardos appeared on the fide
of Perfia; may in a great meafure be attributed
to their defire*of humbling the power of
Athens and of Sparta,

Wuen the holt pf Xerxes had entered the
territory of Phocis, at the inftigation of the
Theflalians, rather than from the cruclty of
the Perlians, deftruction was begun by fire
and fword. While the main body of the
army followed the courfe. of the Cephifus,
detachments plundered and burned to the
ground, Charadra, Elatxa, and other flou-
rithing towns. Even the facred walls of ADb¢,
with 1ts temple dedicated to Apallo, and ce-
lebrated for its oracles, did not prevent Thef-
falian and Perfian fury from plundering the
holy fhrine, and appropriating thes donations
which fuperftition had amafied tor agés. The
people fled to the mountains, or were reduced
to ﬂavu‘y _

Ar TCR thefe ‘dreadful devaftations were
committed, the grend army marched through

Beeotia
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Beeotia towards Athens; a detachment was ¢ a ».
fent from Panopeus, to plunder the temple bf. XVI.

Apollo at Delphi*. Inftructed by the recent
and difaftgous fate of Abé, that religion was
infufficient to protect the pegfons or the pro-
perty of it votaries, theDelphians confulted
the Oracle,  whether they fhould bury their
treafures, or tranfpurt them to another coun-
try ?”” The Pythian prophetef3 replied, ¢ That
Apollo would defend his own fhrine.” The
cares of the Delphians wegre now confined to
their own fafety, and that of their families,

They fent their wives and chxldren acrofs the
Corinthian Guiph into Achai® The men
climbed to the tops of Parnaflus, or defcended
into a vaft cavern pn the fide of that moun-
tain. All left Delphi, except fixty venerable
minifters of religion, and the prophet of
the God, When the Perfian detachment
drew near to Delphi, an8 were in fight of the
temple of Minerva, the prophet faw the fa-
cred armour, \;«hich 1t 1s unlawful for mortals
to touch, brought by fome invifible power from
the innermoit recefles of the fane, and laid
before the edifices No fooper had the ad-
vanced guard arrived at the chapel, which is

* Herod. b, viii. cap. 35.
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€ H A P.in front of the great temple, than the air was
XVI. * darkened; thunder and lightning finote them
T from heaven; two vaft fragments rolled down
from the mountain with prodigiofs violence,
overwhelmed the proftrate Perfians, while
thouts of warlike ac&lamation echoed from the
fane. The impious and hoftile bands were
ftruck with a pamc the Delphians, believing
from thefe manifeft figns that the divinity de-
fended his favourite manﬁon, ruthed from their
caverns and concéalmerits, and flaughtcred
without refiftance-thefe victims of fuperftitious
terror.*, ‘The durvivors fled with precipi-

tation to Beeotia.

SucH is the marvellous tale which the in-
genuity of priefts has invented, and popular
fuperftition has believed; but ¢ which, when
ftript of its preternatural machinery,” fays an
ingenious and learne«é hiftorian +, leaves an ac-
count remaining neither improbable nor defec-~
tive. The priefts, anxious for their treafures,
and for the credit of their Oracle concerted a
meafure equally bold and prudent. " When a
refponfe from the unerring Oracle had in-
fpired the citizens with confidence, and their
families were carried to a place of fafety, the

% Herod. kb. wiii, cap. 37, &c. + Mr. Mitford.
beft
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beft and braveft men ‘Wwere referved to defend ¢ u a »..
the place. The uncommon mode of.defencé - XVI,
was well adapted to the fituatign and circum-"—
ftances of Pelphi, as well as to its eftablithed
chara@er for fanctity. Surrounded by the
{fummits of Iofty mountains, the city was
founded on crags and pre‘cipices. No way led

to it but through narrow defiles, overhung

with mountains,. thadowed with wood, and
commanded at every ftep by faftnefles above.

Every meafure was taken to make the tnemy
believe that the place was totally abandoned,

and to induce them to advanqe in §ll the care-
leflnefs of fecurity. The furprife accordmgly
appears to have been complete. A thunder-

ftoim among the mwountains was no uncom-

mon phenomenon. The rolling down of the
rocky fragments proceeded from the invifible,

but not immortal hands of Delphians, who

were concealed among the crags, and prepared

to put them in motion. Perhaps artificial

fires and explofjons might imitate thunder and
hghtmng‘ and increafe the horror. Many of

the nations too, which compofed the Perfian

hoft, were believers in the divnity of Apollo,

and muft have been ftruck with the impicty

of their attempt. In fuch a ftate of confter-
nation, the Delphians attatked them with

9 every
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every poffible advantage: The few who fur-

< vived the engagement, and fled to Beeotia,

readily adoPted and magnified the rumours of
fuperftition, as an apology for thuir furprife
and flight. The fragments of rock thrown
down from the fum#nit of the mountain, were
preferved in the chapel of Minerva, as the
proofs and memorials of the miraculous pro-
teCtion afforded by the divinity upon that cri-
tical occafion.

Tur army of Xerxes entered the territqries
of Attica three months after they had croffed
the Hexlequnt, and proceeding on their march,
burned and plundered the cities as they ad-
vanced. The people of Peloponnefus, anxi-
ous only for their own intereft, rcfolved to
bring all their forces within the Ifthmus, and
fogtify themfelves by a ftrong wall from the
one {ea to the other. After fuch a bafe de-
fertion of the general caufe, Athens,ready to
be cruthed under the whole weight of the
Perﬁan power, appeared on theeve of deftruc-
tion; the owed her fafety to the genius of
Themiftocles. This Athenian poflefled grea-
ter and more various talents than the muni-
ficenge of nature frcnerally allots to one man.
Daring dn enterprlfe, cool in a&ion, of a fore~
fight like propliecy, an apprechenfion that

feemed
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feemed intuitive, afd a memory, as himfelf ¢ u a ».

confefled, retentive to a degree of pain. Trr
times of danger, men naturally rank in their
proper {phere, and great abilities raife to the
higheft fituations. By the mfcendency of his
extraordimry charaer, he notonly influenced
the decifons of the all¥es, but made the fro-
ward paffions of the Athenian people fubmit
to his better judgment.

He had fornlerly perfuaded the Athenians
to build a fleet; pewcewving now that the city
could not be defended, andgthat the fea offered
their only afylum, he tofd thpmft‘hat the time
was come, when, for the common f.ifety of
Grecece, they muft forfike Athens, and betake
themfelves to their fhips. This advice pre-=
fented nothing to the penple but the mournful
unage of a total deftruflion, and they copld
not think, without trembling and horror, ot
abandoning their antient’country, their native
city, the temples of their gods, and the tomhs
of their anceftors. As religion attached them
to Athens; it was requifite to difengage them
by religlon. Greece had already been filled
with Oracles favourable to thg defigns of The-
miftocles, the meflengers fent to confult the
fhrine of Apollo, at Delphi} reccived, for an-
fwer, “ That the city could only be faved by
its %ooden walls.” Thefe Themiftocles in-

serprated

XVE,

ne——————



#8

€HAP

XvI.
w—-———n‘—

A VIEW OF

terpreted to be their fhips, and added, « that
the republic lived not in its edifices, but in
its men; and thgt it was not houfes or walls,
but the citizens which formed the city.” Su-
perftition, the great engine of policy among
the antients, was employed in another direc-
tion. It was believéd that the temple of
Minerva, in the citadel, was guarded by a large
‘ferpent, and at every new moon cakes were
offered to this facred protettor. The chief
prieft affirmed, that the crkes, which had ne-
ver failed to be eaten by the hallowed ferpent,
now remained untcuched; a proof that the
goddefs herfelf had abandoned the city. This,
more than the eloquence of Themiftocles,
induced the Athenians to forfake their beloved
city *,

A pecrrr was then pafled, by which it
was ordained, * That Athens fhould be corn-~
mitted to the protettion of Minerva, their
guardian goddefs ; that all fuch inhabitants as
were able to bear arms fhould go on fhip-
board ; and that the citizens thould provide for
the fafety of their wives, children and flaves.”
The gallant and heroic behaviour of Cimon,
the fon of Miltiades, on this occafion, deferves
to be recorded. Defcended from a long line

# Herod. lib, viii. cap. 41,
of
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of anceftbrs, he wab one of the principal pro- ¢ 1 a ».
prietors of land in the commonwealth, and had ~ xv1.
he been governed by interefted motives, would ==
have beep among the laft to dbandon his couns
try. But when the proclargation was made to
depart frgm Attica, Cigndn, with a chearful
countenance, and accothpanied by the principal
youths of Athens, marched in * proceflion
through the moft public parts of the city, in
order tg confecfate their bridles (the enfigns of
military fervice) in the temple of Minerva,
conveying to the people by this religious cere-
mony, that now they h4d no firther ufefor
land forces, and that they ought to devote
themfelves to the new fervice which the criti-
cal fituation of thgir country required. Then
taking down one of the fhields which hung
upon the wall, he went with his companions
to the margin of the fea, and was the firft
who by his example infpired his compatriots
to venture with confidence on a ftrange ele-
ment, and to ruth in a new channel to vic-
tory and rgniown.
HawnG tranfported theif wives, children,
and aged parents to the ifles of Salamis, A gina,
and the Trcezene, the Athenians began to em~
bark. ' While they looked dack upon the de=
ferted city, the fcene drew tears from every
Vou. II, E eye.
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¢ AP.cye. The lamentations ¢f the women and

xvi.

¢hildren, from whom they had iaft torn them-

{elves; the howlings of the domeftic animals

which followed them to their f’nips,oand the
laft Jooks of the old men, who, from neceffity
or chaoice, remained ip the citadeh tp perifh,
tompofed a mournful &ene, from which the
mind could not Bt removed, but by attending
t the heroic refobution of a whole peaple going
into voluntary banithment and leaving their
city for a while, that they might preferve it for
ever.

W allthe Athenians capable of bearing
arms had joingéd the flect at Salamis, 2 cou,ncd
of the commanders-was held, to decide on
their future motions. The important quef-
tion wasagitated, * Whether they thould con-
tinue in the ftraits of Salamis, or advance to-
wards the ifthmus of Corinth, where the
land-army was pofted under the command of
Cleombrotus, the brother of Leonidas?” The
confederates of Peloponnefus, whofe territo-
ries lay near the ifthmus, adopted the latter
motion, from a felfifh defire to defend tneir re-
{pedtive cities. Themlﬁocles, who faw the
defects of this narrow poligy, oppofed it with
ugour _He affirmed, that it would be be-
traying their country to abandon fo advantage-

5 «us
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ous 2 fituation ay that of Salamis; thatin cH A

quitting the general rendezvous, the different XVL |

detachments were likely to forfake the com—’""""""“'

mon caufe fome would retire . to their natlvc

harbours fome court the friendfhip, and fub~

mit to the.tyranny of Perga, and others feek

for liberty on a diftane and unmolefted thore..
MEANWHILE the ‘Perfiah ‘armyy advancipg

from Thebes, burnt the forfaken towns af

Thefpw and Blatza, and entering Attica, ra-

vaged 1t without rcﬁﬁance ‘Oh thejr arrival

atdAthens, thcy found nothmg bus filence and‘

folitude within the walls *The citadel was¥till

defended by a feeble garrifon of priefts and old

men, who fuppofing it-to be the wooden

~ walls” of the Oracle, conﬁded in the divine

pmteéhon After an obﬁmate reﬁ&ance, it

Wwas taken by affault ; all within it were put to

the fword, and the city confumed to athes.

~ Accorping to Hemodotus*, mformatxon

of this event was brought to the fleet, while

the council of war was deliberating. It firuck

fuch an alarnd} that fome of the commanders

haftenes to thexr galhes, and hoifted their fails

in order to depart,  Themiftocles, encouraged

and embgldcned by hls fritnd Mneﬁphﬂus,

. L‘«)b', viil, cap, §8, ,
B2 prevailed
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prevailed on Euribiades t u.xgmon another
eouncil ; there, he reprefented the importance
of prefervmg Salaxms, Megara, and A.gina,
which upon their departure muft fall into
the hands of the enemy; the advantage of
their prefent fituatior in a narrowr channel,
where the Perfians could not avail themfelves
of their fuperxor numbers; and the certain
dangers they run'in withdrawing to the Co-
rinthian ifthmus, where the atmy of Xerxes
would attend the motions ef his fleet, and the

- whole naval force he employed againft thém

in the open fea. Some of the commanders,
particularly Adimantus the Corinthian, had
the bafenefs to objet to the Athenian voice in
council, as they had no longer a political ex-
iftence, and had no country or city to defend.
Themiftocles replied with modefhtion and
magnanimity, “ that the Athenians had in-
deed left their nativefoil and city, and confi-
dering their country as comprehended in their
liberty, had left themfelves nothing to fhare in
with the allies, except the common dangers ;
but that they had it ftill in their power to
'procure for thegnfelves a more happy efta-
bliflipent, they had two hundred fhips of
war, and that if* the confederates perfifted
in paying fo little regard to the Athenians,
they
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they would #n thefe thips embark their farc u 4.2,
milies, and withdrawing from the cpnfederacy, xvi.
repair to Siris in Italy, the propitious fpot of ———
fettlemeht pointed out to them by the Oracle.”
This formidable argument #onvinced or alarm-
ed EuryBxadcs 3 and if Was determined by the
majority to remain in the bay of Salamis.

Tre Perfian fleet, after, continuing three
days in the road of Artemifium, failed thmugh
the Edripus to Phalerus, the - principal port
of Athens, whicl? lay to the fguth of the
ftrait occupied by the, Greeks, The fleet.
and army having again met, a gouncil of war
was held to confider the propriety of attack-
ing the Grecian fleet in its prefent ftation.

As the inclinations of Xerxes were known,
his obfequious commanders, ever ready to flat-
ter the paffions of their fovereign, were una-
nimous for a naval erigagement. Artemifia, the
queen of Halicarnaffus, awoman of a mafculine
and heroic mind, who had fitted out five thips,
which fhe cemmanded in perfon, alone ven-
tured tp Sppofe the decifion of the king and his
council. She reprefented the fuperiority of
the Greeks in naval affairs, and the advantages
of their prefent fituation ;‘advifcd Xewxés to
avoid offenfive meafures at fea, and profecute

them by land; ftated to Him the impoffibility
O that
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g a p. that fouf hundred fhips could kﬂig be fupplied

XvI,

with provifions from'the Bafren tetritory of Sa-
lamis, where they had no magazines; and ju-
dicionily remarked(‘ that when neceﬂ’ 1ty drove
them to their refpéctive ports, . he might
without difficulty makeshimfelf mafter of all
Greece.

Tur Perfian maonarch thut his ears againft
thefe falutary councils, as he vainly imagined
that the Greeks could make only a xecble and
ineffectual sefiftance. Accordmgly it was

‘agreed to attack the enemy next morning.

TruemistocLes, ftill apprehenfive of the
defe&tion of fome-of his countrymen, fént a con-
fidential meflenger to the Perfian fleet. Having
obtained admiffion to the prefence of Xerxes, he
declared that he was fent by the Ahtenian ad-
miral, who was defirous of revolting to the
Perfians, to give an account of the diffentions
among the Grecian commanders, and of their
mtendcd purpofe to make their efcape during
the darknefs of the night; addihg, ¢ that an
opportunity now offered, by intercepting their
flight, of def’croymg at once the whole Gre-
cian flect.” Thé firatagem ¥as fuccefsful ;
that very night the Peffian fleet began to
miove, and formed 3 fémicircle from the point

of Salamis to the port ¢f Munychia, and the
little
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little ifland P»fyttalea was fillsd with Perfianc u A,
infantry, to extirpate the remngpt of the  xvL
Greeks, who, after the defeat of their fleet,
might ek that afylum.

THE ﬁrf’c information of this arrangement
was brought by Ariftides, who, efcaping in a
fmall veilel, through the middJe of, the Perfian
fleet, arrived at Salumis fropy Agina, and for-
getting every thing but the good of his countr},
communicated the important’ mtelhgencc to
Themiftocles. Private ammoﬁtlegi and political
diffenfions were now {ufpended; antient, en-
mity was converted into genewous emulation ;
and thefe heroxc rivals now only vied with each
.other in promoting the common intereft of
Greece.  Ariftides accompanied Themiftocles
to the council of war, which was then fitting,
and delivered his intelligence in perfon. The
truth of his informatipn was foon confirmed
by the arrival of -a veflel from the ifland of
Tenos. The confederates, perceiving that
they were sew furrounded, inade a virtue of
necefity, and prepared to fight, as it was ith-
practicable to efcape.

THE Perfln fleet, confifting of 1200 tri-
remes, difplayed the naval force of ntore than
half the known world; amidft a crowd of
wncouth and barbarous names, it contained the

E 4 moft
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€3 A pomoft kilful and renowned of maritime na-

XVI. tionss. and, though inferior in the fize and
firucture of the veflels, exceeded in numbers
of men any naval armament of arftient or
modern times.

SiNcE the retreat ‘from Artexmﬁum, the
Gredian fleet had been confiderably reinforced,
and now amounteq to three hundred and eighty
tfiremes.

TuE nayal engagements of the antients

gre very different ffom oturs. Their gallies,
.always hght, howewer large, and worked by
their oars alonc;, could form in very clofe order,

and move in narrow feas. As their principal
engine of offence was a {trong beak of iron
or brafs, projecting from the prow, the fai-
lors always endeavoured to keep the head of
the veflel to the enemy. The chief object in
naval combats was either to bring the prow of
their gallies to bear dire@ly upon the enemies
broadfide, by which a veffel was often funk,
or by an oblique impulfe to dathwway {ome of
its oars, by which it became unmanageable.
Hence the importance of oars in a&ion, by
which alone attacles could be made or avoided
in every direCtion. Various kinds of miffile
weapons were ufed, but, except when the at-
tack with the beak ‘fucceded, an engagemept
{eldom §erminated without boarding.

AT
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AT the dawn of day both fleets. were- w-rcg AR,
rangcd in the order of battle; . The Atheman XVE

line on the right was oppofeq to the  Phceni- -
cian fquadiron ; the Lacedzemonians on the left;
to the Ionian divifion. WHen the fun-arofe,
the trunipets ‘foundeg,® facred hymns “and
p=ans were fung, and the Grecian commanders
endeavoured -by all means tq roufe ‘that {pirit
and vigour in their fleet which their timid and
fluctuating councils had tended to deftroy. As
nothing efcaped thetvigilahce of Themiftocles,
he delayed the attack ti]l ¢he rcgular bregze
began to blow, which was adverfe to the ene-
my. Soon as this wind arofe the ﬁgnal ‘was
given for battle. The attack was vxgorous
and formidable on’both fides. The Perfians,
confident in numbers, and confcious that they -
ated under the eyes of . the Gicat King;
fought with more obftjnate bravery, and difs
played a more fpirited refiftance than on any
former occafion; but the wind was unfavourable ’
to their vaft angd unwieldy thips ; there was not
fufficiegt Tpace to bring their whole fleet into -
action, and the number of their veflels ferved
_only to embarrafs them'in amamrow fea.  On
the ﬁdc of the Grecians the ‘moft ﬁeaiiy dif~
cxphne was preferved ; every movement was
conducted with order and Tegularity ; -becaufe

all
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cu A p.al] was under the direction of one tome

xvt. ‘mander.

e By T among the various nations which coma
poled the Petﬁar: fleet, commanded*by duffer~
ent officers, little verfed in naval affairs, even
their courage and chthufiafin contributed to
increafe the confufion and diforder. While
the Athenians and Aginetans had broke the
Perfian line, the gallies out or adtion, which
prefled to 1ts fupport, ran foul of their own
fleet, fwept off the oars, afid damaged the hulls
of the Perfian thips. A f{cene of havoc and
deftruction foon followed ; and the {fea it{clf,
{fays the dramatic hiftorian, (who diftinguifhed
himfelf on the day of Salamis, and who united
the warrior’s wreath with the poet’s garland)
became almoft invifible from the fragments of
wrecks and the floating bodics with which it was
covered. On the left wing, the Lacedemo-
nians and Peloponnefians completed the vic-
tory. Many of the Afiatic Greeks, attached
to the country of their anceftots, and remem-
bering the advice of Themiftocles, either de-
clined engaging, or revolted to their country-
men ; fome of fheir gallies were taken, the
remainder were funk or put 'to flight. Among
thofe who perithed on this occafion were many
perfons of high rank, who fought by their ex-

ploits
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ploits te*court the favonr of & mondrch who CH AR
beheld the fcerie of a@ion. Forty Greciag XVh
gallies are faid to have beem deftroyed; but
the crews were either taken up by other thips
of. their feet, or faved ‘themfelves by fwim-
ming to.the nexghbomng fhore of Salamis.
Ariftides, with a detatchment of Athenians,
landed on the Ifle of Pfyttalea, where a bedy,
of Perﬁan troops had been pof’ccd to receive, 4s
they expe@ed, the fecble rematns of the Gre=
ciah fleet. The érecks, fluthed “with fuc-
cefs, attacked their aftonith®d foesy; and Xerxes
beheld from his throne the flower of his in-
fantry cut off, furrounded with an immenfe
army which could afford them no relief.
AMonNG thofe who efcaped in this fatal en-
gagement was Artemifia, the Halicarnaffian
queen. After difplaying 2 more than mafcu-
line courage during the a€tion,and being among
the laft that fled, fhe fouhd herfelf warmly
purfued by an Athenian galley, comimanded by
Amenias, brother to the poet Zichylus. In
this ex®remity, with all the promptitude of
female invention, fhe attacked the neareft Per-
fian veffel, commanded by bYamafi thymus, a
prmce of Calynda in Lycia, with whom fhe
was in terms of hoftility. ,The firoke of her
galkey was fo well aimed, and fo violent, that
the
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cu A p.al} was under the direCtion of one come
xvi1. mander.

Bu among the various nations which com«
pofed the Perﬁan fleet, commanded*by differ-
ent officers, little verfed 1n naval aﬁ‘lurs, even
their courage and em;hui;afm contributed to
increafe the confufion and diforder. While
the Athenians and Aginetans had broke the
Perfian line, the gallies out ¢f action, which
prefled to its {upport, ran foul of their own
fleet, fwept off the oars, affd damaged the hulls
of the Perfian thips. A {cene of havoc and
deftruction foon followed ; and the fea itfclf,
fays the dramatic hiftorian, (who diftinguifthed
firthfelf on the day of Salamis, and who united
the warrior’s wreath with the poet’s garland)
became almoft invifible from the fragments of
wrecks and the floating bodics with which it was
covered. On the l¢ft wing, the Lacedemo-
rians and Peloponnefians completed the vic-
tory. Many of the Afiatic Greeks, attached
to the country of their anceftots, and remem-
bering the advice of Themiftocles, either de-
clined engaging, or revolted to their country-
men ; fome of their gallies were taken, the
rematnder were funk or put to flight. Among
thofe who perithed on this occafion were many
perfons of high rank, who fought by their ex-

ploits
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ploits to*court the favour of a mondrch who CH A K
beheld the fcene of ation. Forty Grecian XVh
galies arc faid to have beew deftroyed; but™
the crews were cither taken ,up by other thips

of. their fleet, or faved 'tﬁemfelves by f{wimw

ming to.the nmghbmmag fhore of Salamis.
Ariftides, with a detatchment of Athenians,

landed on the Ifle of Pfyttalea, where a body,

of Perfian troops had been poﬁcd to receive, as

they expe&ed the feeble remains of the Gre-

cizh fleet. The Grecks, fluthed with fuc-

cefs, attacked their aftonith®d foess; and Xerxes

beheld from his throne the flower of his in-

fantry cut off, furrounded with an imnente

army which could afford thet no relief.

Among thofe who efcaped in this fatal en~
gagement was Artemifia, the Halicarmaffian
queen. After difplaying a more than mafcu-
line courage during the a€tion,and being among
the laft that fled, fhe found herfelf warmly
purfued by an Athenian galley, commanded by
Amenias, brother to the poet Aichylus. In
this ex®remity, with all the promptitude of
female invention, fhe attacked the neareft Per-
fian veffel, commanded by bamaﬁthymus,
prmce of Calynda in Lycia, with whoim fhe
was In terms of hoftility. ,The flroke of her
galky was fo weli aimed, and fo violent, that

the
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‘the Lycian veflel was inftantly buried in
“the waves. Amenias, deccived by this ftra-

tagem, defifted from the purfuit, and the queen
of Halicarnaffus eflcaped.

Tre important and decifive battle of Sala-
mis difconcerted the' councils, and deranged
the meafures of the Perfian monarch. No
harbour was at hand, capable of protecing the
‘Thattered and difpirited, but fti]l refpectable re-
mains of the fleet. On the night dfter the
engagement, it was Srdered to fail for the Hel-
lefpont. The Greeks, who expeted a re-
newal of the action on the following morn-
ing, found that they had no enemy 1o en-
counter. The Perfian army difappeared al-
moft as fuddenly as their fléet.” In danger of
perithing for want of provifions, they retreated
to the wealthy and hofpitable province of
Beeotia, and thence marched into Theflaly.

From the moment of defeat, Xerxes me-
ditated to return with all poffible expedition
into Afia. Perhaps the puniéhment of the
Athenians, by the deftruction of their,capital,
with the fubjection of {o many Grecian flates,
might be regarded as a recompence, or held as
an apology for fuch an expenfive armament
and extraordinary expedition. His courtiers
might fuggeft to him, that he did not come to

Greece
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Grecce to tombat againft the winds and thecx a'p
waves; and-might impute his inferiority ut, Xvi.
fea to an armament compofed of *his con-
quered fybjeés; they® might reprefent to
him, that the valour-of the Rerfians had made
him matftes of Athens, apd that he had fent
its moft precious fpoi® to the provinces®of
Afia; they might perfuade him that, having
obtained the great objed of His ambition, he.
might rgturn to® an empire, whofe affairs re-
quired his prefence, and lgave to his generals
the farther execution of his plans, ‘and the
complenon of his conquéﬁs
THrEE hundred thoufand men were felect«
ed from the army, and committed to Mardo-
nius, to effe@t the con wedt of Greece. Of
thefe fixty thoufand well appointed to march
as a guard to the royal perfon, as far as the
Hellefpont. Proper provifion was made for
thefe, as they wete neceffary to the pomp and
the fafety of Xcrxes; but the innumerable
multitudes of various nations, which followed
the retreat of the monarch, fuffered beyond
defcription during their march, which lafted
forty-five days. After livinggby plunder from
{riends and fcms, they were compelled to eat
the herbs of thé field, and even the bark and
leaves of grees: Dyfenteries and the pcfhlencc
carried
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CH A P. carried off the miferable relics which famine
XVI." had {pared, and when Xerxes reaghed the Hel-
T lefpont, fcarcely a remnanf was left of the
myriads who a £zw p#onths before had march-
ed under his command. The bridges had
been deftroyed by a_ recent tempef}, and the
violence of the curreng; but the fleet was ar-
rived. 'The Great King, whofe armies had
lately covered the land, and whofe fleets had
darkened the ocean, embarked with a {mall
retinue in a Pheepician _galley, and having
crofled the firaits, endcavoured to forget hxs
nfisfortunes by pluriging into the mott fen-

{ual and criminal pleafures at Sardis*. ’

Herod. lib. viii. cap. 100, 114, 126,

CHARP,
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CHAP XVIIL

From the Battizof Saragars to the Conclufiont
of the PERSyan War.

A\HE viQory at Salamis' was the mqﬁ. CHAP,

A importanw and decifive which the xvin
Greeks had ever obtained over the Perfians, In =
the*firft: momengs. of mumph, it was propofed
to ‘purfue the Perfian fleet fo the Hellefpopt,
and at ong blow 'to crufh. the naval power of
the empire. . This deﬁgn, chiefly fupported
by the Athenians, was abandoned, and the
maritime force of Greece employed againft
thofe iflanders who had forfaken the caufe of
their country, and attached themfelves to the
Perfians. . From them & was deten;nmcd to
exact fines to defray in part the cxpences of
the war, .

THEMISTOGLES, Wh@fe great talents as a
cgmmander and a ftatefman were fullied by
avarice, raifed heavy mntnb%nons unknown
to the other comunanders, sad applied t,’n,cm to
his own' pnvate emolument: The Andrians
alone havmg refufed to camply with thefe

exactions,
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¢ H a p.exaltions, their capital was befieged, but withs
xvil. .odt effe@, and the fleet returned to Salamis.

THe dpproach of winter reftored a tran-
quillity to the Greeks, of which they had
been long bereaved. Agreeable to the piety
of antient times, the, moft valuable grticles.of
the {poil were felected, and offered to the gods,
their propltxous though invifible prote¢tors ;
«the remainder was diftributed in the fleet and
army. By an antient and eftublithed cuftom,
it was then to be decided, to whom the firft
and fecond honors were due for military and
naval merit: On this occafion all affumed
the firft rank to themfelves, but a large ma-
jority, affigned the fecond to Themiitocles*.
This indire¢t but obvious preference given to
the Athenian commander, was confirmed by
the general voice of the people, and the judg-
ment of Sparta. The Lacedemonians tould
not refufe the firft nonours fer courage and
conduct to their own admiral, who had been
commander in chief; but they invented 2 new
kind of reward for the Athenian commander ;
adjudging to him the prize of wifdom and,
maritime fkill, apd therefore beftowed on each
the honourable mark of diftinétion, the okve

* Herod, lib. viil. cap. 23,
crown,
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crown. - Themiftocles wasalfo prefented with
a: magmﬁccnt chariot ; and at his dﬁparture
from Lacedzmon was efcorted to, the: frohtxcr
by threeshundred Spartans 8f the firft: figg
lies ; an honour, fays Herodbtus, never paui «m
'a'ny otlil ftranger*.

'AFTER the departure of Xerxes into Afia,
the Perfidn fleet wintered in, the ports of Sa-
mos and Cumae On the approach of {pring),
the whole afferhbled at Samos, . and remained
‘theré, ‘to hold the ¢oafts+of 'Afia and Thrace
in fubje&lon, as the recent: vx&ory at Salama
had removed that awe and terrof with which
the power of the Great King had. formerly
“imprefled the neighbouring realms. - |

&
CHA: P
XVIIw
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At this time alfo, Mardonius prepared to

take “the field with three hundred thoufand
men; the flower, of that army whicli Xerxes
had' conducted-into ‘Greece, and which was
increafed'in ftrength by the diminution of its
fuperﬂuous fumbers. Senfible that the Athe-
‘nians ‘were thg prime movers of the confede:
racy, and that" their mmritime' power was a

prmcxpal fupport of their ind forces, he at-

tempted to detach them- frcm the Grecian al-
li*é.nce Wzﬁﬂy Judgmg, that- if this could be

“Lib. viii. cap, 124, ,
Vor. IL B done,
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t H A p. done, the Perflan fleet would obtain a decided

Xv4l1,

Yuperiority, and the Great King remain mafter
both by fea and land. With this view he fent
Alexander king of Macedon as his ambaffador
to the Athenian fépublic. That prince, a de-
fcendant of Hercules; was connectedivith the
Athenians by the facred ties of hereditary hof-

itdfity. "Though he was now a Perfian tri-
g:nary, he had thewn hﬂhfﬁ:lf as far as his fi-
tuation would permit, friendly to the Grecian
caufe. " He was therefore well received at
Athens, though his commiffion was unwel-
come. But as the news of his arrival qmckly
{pread through Greece, and alarmed the jea-
loufy of the confederated ftates, particularly
of the Laced®monians, the Athenians, whofe
enlightened policy at this period feems to
have been equal to their {pirit and valour,-de-
layed his public audience before the affembly
of the people till ambaffadors arrived from
Sparta.

Uron their arrival the public affembly
was convened, and Alexander addrefled them
in the fimple but energetic flile of antient.
eloquence. * Athenians, thus faith Mardo-
niuss the commands of the king are come to
me in thefe words: I forgive the Athenians
all their offences againft me. Now therefore,

Mardnius,
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Mardonsus, thus do; reflore to thom all their ter- .c u A P,
ritories, and add whatever themfelves fball chift,,  XVII.
leaving them to be governzd by their own laws;
and if thgy will enter into an ‘alliance with me,
rebuild all the temples whickebave been burned.
Such are.sthe commands.of the King. From
myfelf I-thus addrefs Jou: What can prompt
you, O Athenians, to perfift in mdking #war
againft 2 monarch whom you can never con-*
quer, nor long fefift ? To you even the army
under my cominand is formidable ; {hduld-that
be dcfeated which you haye no reafon to ex-
ped, a greater force will be fent againt you
As a friend I intreat you not to expofe your
country to danger or deftruction for a vain
conteft with the King, but to feize this fa-
vourable opportunity of terminating hoftili-
ties by an honourable and pgrmanent peace.
Enjoy your freedom, and let there be a fair
and friendly alliance between us. Thefe
things, O Athenians, I have {poke to yon by
the command of Mardonius. In my own
name, and from my fincgre frigadthip for you,
which my paft condu@ uniformly proves, I
befeech you to accept of the terms- ~propofed
by Mardonius; for I fee the impoffibility of
your long contending againft a king, whofe
arm i of immeafrable length, and whofe
Fa power



63 A VIEW OF

cuar power is irrefiftible. Let the fituation of
XVIL.  your couptry admonith you, which is firft ex-
s pofed to mvaﬁon nor reckon it an inferior
honour, that you alone of ail the Grecks are
felected by the Geat King to be his friends

and allies.”

Waey the king of Macedonia ‘had con-
clufled his difcourfe, the chief of the Spartan
ambaffadors began: ¢ The Lacedemonians
have fent us to requeft that you will-not lofe
fight of the intereft of Greece, nor liften to
any propofal from the barbarian.  Such con-
du@ would be unjuft and perfidious in any
Grecian ftate, and moft of all unbecoming
you. This war, which Greece now feels in
every part, was originally undertaken on
your account. And fhall the Athenians,
who from antient times have diftinguithed
themfelves from the reft of mankmd by
punithing tyrants, ‘and afferting the liber-
ties of others, become the authors of flavery
to Greece. We {ympathife dn your calami-
ties, in the ruin of \your city, and the lofs of
your harvefts for two feafons ; but we, and the
other confederates, are defirous of making you
reperation, and will fupport your famlhes
during the continuance of the war. Let not
therefore Alexander the Macedonian *perfuade

« you
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you by fpecious words to defert the common cH A P,
intereft of Greece.. A tyrapt hinfelf, he xviL
fupports the meafures of a gyrant. But you —e
know, Athenians, that to tygants and barba-
rians truth and juftice art unknown,

AFTER a fhort deliberation, Ariftides, who;
was principal Archon, and prefided.in the@ af-
fembly, delivered, in the name'of the Athenian,
people, the follewing anfwer to the ambaffa-
dor of Mardonius; “ We, are acquainted with
the power of the Pérfian empire, and of its
vaft {uperiority to Athens. *"With thefe, there-
fore, it was unueceflary as well as cruel to
infult us.  Yet to the defenders of liberty and
independence no power is fuperior. Return
then, and tell Mardonius, that while that lu-
minary (pointing to the fun) purfues his
courfe through the heavens, there fhall neither
be alliance nor peace wikh Xerxes; but that,
aided by thofe gods and Lieroes whofe temples
he has burned, and whofe images he has de-
firoyed, we trut effeGually to refift every ef-
fort of shis power. For yourfelf, come no
more to the Athenians with fuch dithonour-
able propofals, left we fhoald.forget that you
are our friend, and united with us by the
facred bonds of antient alliance and hofpi-
tality.”

F 3 THE
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cuap. ‘Tur reply to the Lacedembnians was in
xvil, the high tone of offended merit. “ Your ap-
w————prehenfion that we thould accept the alliance
of the Great Kig has perhaps too ftrong a
foundation in the géneral practice,of man-
kind ; but after fo m&ny and fuch ftriking
proofs as you have had of Athenian patriotifm
end magnanimify, fuch a fufpicion becomes
as difhonourable as it is unjust. Not all the
treafures of the Great King, nor the pofleffion
of the fineft country upon earth, fhall ever
{duce us to-aid the Perfian arms in conquer-

ing and enflaving Greece.

« Tur temples and altars of the gods which
have been plundered and profaned ; our city
which is in afhes, and the tombs of our an-
ceftors which have been violated, call upon us
for vengeance. 'We have alfo to avenge the
caufe of ocur allies, who are united to us by
the indiffoluble ties of defcent, réligion, lan-
guage, and manners; and be affured, that the
laft furviving Athenian will {Purn the barba-
rian alliance. Your kind offers to ofir fami-
lies we gratefully acknowledge; but their fu-
ture provifion we now take upon ourfelves.
All that ‘we require of you is, to rival us in
activityand refolution. Your army muft march .
without delay. The barbarian, as foon as he

1§
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is informed that we have rejected his propo-
fals, will again invade Attica. Let us there-
fore move with all expedition to Beeotia, and
check h¥s progrefs.”

THE dignity and magnanumty of the A-
thenian Yeaders on thji¢ occafion is equal to
any thmg which hiftory records; but the
conduét of the allies, particularly of the La-
cedemonians, iy no means corre{ponded to this
enthuffafm of public fpmt In a few weeks
Mardonius, according fo the conjeGure of
Ariftides, followed the tract of Xerxes, and
marched into Beeotia; but the Athenians
looked in vain for the promifed arrival of
their Spartan auxiliaries. No meafures were
taken by thcir ungrateful and perfidious allies
for the defence of Attica.

Tuus deferted by the confederates, the
Athenians were compelled a fecond time to
abandon their country. Scarcely had they
depofited their valuable effets in Salamis,
when Mardonaus invaded Attica, and took pof-
feflion of Athens. This appeared a favourable
opportunity to the Perfian general for once
more attempting to feduce tle Athenians to an
alliance with Xerxes, while their minds were
actuated with refentment againft the confede-
rates, who had abandoned and betrayed them.

F 4 He

A
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cu A p. Hoe therefore fent an ambaffador to Salamis,

XV1I.

offering the fame terms which had formerly
been propofed by the prince of Macedonia.
When the obje& pf his embafly was laid be-
fore the council of  five hundred, Lycidas
alone judged it worthyaof attention, gnd pro-
poled that it fhould be referred to an aflembly
of the people. °*This circumftance being di-
vulged to the people, Lycidasy on quitting the
counczl,. fell a facrifice to patriotic enthu-
fiafin : he was ftoned to death. The widow

afid children of thiseunhappy man were de-

voted to a like fate, by the momentary frenzy
of the Athenian women *.

BuT in the midft of this popular ferment
and outrage the law of nations was refpetted,
and the ambaffador was difmiffed without fuf-
fering any infult.

AnmBAssapoRrs had been fent from Athens,
with others from Platea and Megara, to re-
monftrawc with the Lacedemonians on the
fhameful neglect of their engagements, In-
attentive to the danger of the Athenians, they
were entirely engaged in defending the entry
of the Peloponnefus, and building a wall crofs
the Corinthian ifthmus, to prevent the enemy

* Herod, lib, ix. cap, g,
from
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from approaching by that quarter. Thede- cuaep.
puties upbraided them for their bafe and un- *XVvIL
grateful conduct; and contraited the treachery
and puﬁll!mmxty of Sparta xyxth the vigqur
and truly patnouc {pirit- of the Athenians,
Ovmcome *at laft by thé remonftrances and
rcproaches of their own allies, the Lacede-
monians determined to take the field. Five
thoufand Spartang, accompanied by thirty-five
thoufand Helots, were ordered to march in the
filence of the night, under the command of
Paufanias, regent during, the. minority of the
young prince of Sparta. Next morning,
when the Athenian deputies came to make
their final complaint, they were furprifed to
hear that the Laced®monian army was al-
ready on its march to, meet the Peifians.
WaiLe Mardonius had any hopes of con-
ciliating the alliance of, the Athenians, he
carefully fpared their city and their territo-
ries ; but when he found it impofiible to de-
tach them froms the Grecian confederacy, he
again laid wafte their country, and fet fire to
their cities, fo that every thing which had ef-
caped the fury of the firft inVafion was now
totally deftroyed. Having been fecretly in-
formed by the Argives, that the Peloponne-
fiang were in motion, he marched into Beeo-
tia,
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CH AP, ti, an open and flat country, commodious for

Xxvi1.

the aftion of his cavalry, and for drawing up
his numerous army:in battle array. He ex-
tended his camyp for many miles “along the
banks of Afopus, from the Theban town of
Erythraza, to the boundaries of the Platzeans
The combined army of the Greeks, com-
manded by Padfanias and Ariftides, followed
him thither, and pofted themfelves at the foot
of Mount Cytheron, direCtly oppofite to the
Perfians, the river Afopus flowing between
the hoftile .camps’

Tue Perfian army under Mardonius con-
fifted of three hundred thoufand men, the
braveft and beft difciplined of thofe myriads
which had followed Xerxes. '

The Grecian heavy armed troops, confift-
ing of free citizens, amounted to about thirty-
nine thoufand ; thedight armed troops were
the thirty-five thoufand Helots, and nearly an
equal number of flaves, who -attended the
other divifions of the army;+the whole, in-
cluding the Thefpxans, whoe were isregularly
armed, ama&nted to an hundred and ten thou-
fand. Herodotus makes no mention of ca~
valry in the Grecian army.

Tue obje& of Mardonius was to draw the
Grecian troops into the champaign coeuptry ;

where,
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where, through the ftrength of his. cavalwy,
which has always been the chief reliance of
Afiatic fgrces, he promifed himfelf an eafy
as well as certain victory.# But Paufanias
would nog move from his advantageous po-
fition. .The Perfian* commander therefore
ordered Mafiftius, his general of the cavalry,
to harrafs the Grecian army, and, if he could,
find an opportusmity, to attempt an impreffion.
The Megarians were engamped on a plain,
and pofted on the fide the moft expofed to
the cavalry. Mafiftius *aftacked them, and
was for a while refifted with vigour. Wearied
out at laft by repeated attacks, and the con-
tinual acceffion of frefh troops, their leaders
fent a meflenger to* Paufanias, announcing
their diftrefs, and intimating their refolution
to abandon a poft which they could nolonger
defend. Paufanias was wnwilling to iffue or-
ders on fuch an alarming occafien, but ex-
prefled a defire that volunteers could be found,
who would exchange fituations with the Me-
garians.* The amiy was filent, The Athe-
nians alone, with that magnanumty they had
all along difplayed, fpontaneouﬂy offercd their
fervices on this critical emergency. ‘Three
hundred heavy armed foot, with a large pro-
portion of archers and pikemen, were fent to
occupy

4]
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¢ 1 AP, ogcupy this important poft. Mafiftius at-
xvIL.  tacked them with his cavalry, but found his

pr==== detachment unexpcé’ced‘ly harraffed by the
Athenian archues, and warmly received by
the heavy armcd foot. During the engage-
ment, the horfe of Mafiftius, bemg wounded
by an arrow, thrcw him on the ground. His
armour, which «covered the whole body, like
that of the knights in the times of chivalry,
long refifted the ‘Weapons of the enemy, but
he was at laft pierced in the eye by a Javehn
avhich penetratedcte the brain. A dreadfu
confh& enfued around the body of the dcad.
The Athenians began to give way, after hav-
ing fo long refifted the whole ftrength of the
Perfian cavalry ; but being opportuncly rein
forced from the main army, they at laft ob-
tained pofleflion of the body, and put the
Perfians to flight.

THE unwelcome tidings of the defeat of
the cavalry, and the death of Mafiftius, were
received by the general ande his attendants
with tears, and all the violent emotions of
Afiatic forrow; and the loud lamentations of
the whole army*deplored the premature fate of
oneof the braveft of the Perfian nobles. To
the Greeks however this eventwas an objectof
no {mall exultation. They were now taught by

experience
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experience how to refift the formidable Ca- CH AR
valry of Afia; and the body of Mafiftius, a = xvi,
perfonage high in rank and eftimation among =¥
the Perfins, and {econd in cdmmand to Mar-

donius, carried in triumph through the camp,

was an aftimating f{pectacle to ‘foldiers who

had felt His valour, and dreaded his fuccefs.

As the enemy, by their archers and cavalry,
commanded both fides of the Afopus, the dif-*
ficulty of procuring freth water compelled
the Greeks to abandon a fituation which was
otherwife advantageous. They marched along
the foot of Mount Cytheron, and arrived at
a plain within the Platzan territory, near the
fountain Gargaphia.

In this fituation diffentions were likely to
arife between the Athenians and Tegeans, con-
cerning precedency in the line of battle. The
Spartans, who had fora lenoth of time been the
leading peoplc*of Greecc, had the command of
the right wing as their unqueftioned privilege.

The Tegeans, who had long been deemed the
braveft foldiers in Arcadia, claimed the com-
mand of the left, as their poft by antient pre-
feription ; and though the fame as well as me-
rits of the Athenians were infinitely fuperior,
no cuftom had eftablithed their fuperiority.
Thc difpute was brought before an affembly

of
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c i A ®. of the commanders. The Tegeans enforced
XVH. - their claim in a tudied harangue, fupporting it
=== by reciting the gallant aétions of their ance{-
tors, and appecling to the Lacedgmonians,
whofe divifion in their favour they thought
themfelves entitled to expet. It was an-
fwered on the fide of “the Athenians: “ The
Greeks ave affembled here, not to difpute about
.the poft of honour, but to fight the barbarians.
Were we difpofed to boaft Of the illuftrious
deeds performed by our anceftors, we could
find more honourable vouchers in antiquity
“than the Arcadizns ‘have produced ; but while
we maintain Zber renown; we have our own
to fupport..
« LeT the field of Marathon bear witnefs to
Greece, and to the world, that we have not
degenerated from the {pirit or the glory of
our anceftors. There, unaffifted and alone,
we fought and conquered in the caufe of the
whole Greeian community, and ere@ed a tro-
phy over the numerous army of the Great
King. This vi¢tory, had we rfo others to enu-
merate, entitles us to a higher rank, than the
Tegeans. Bug this is not aftxme for contefts
of thxs kind: place us, O Spartans ! where
you pleafe, there we will behave like brave
men, engaged in the common caufe of
Greece.”
Ar
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AT the conclufion of this addrefs, the La-
cedemonians cried out with one voice, “ That
the Athehians were more worthy than the
Arcadianspand entitled to the poft of honour.”

ArTER the Grecks had flled off towards
Platea, Mumrdonius followed them with his
army. There were Grecian prophets and di-
viners in each camp, who for a,while*retarded
the engagement, by predicting vittory to the
party that acted on the defenﬁve, and threaten-
ing with a total overthrow the army that made
the firft attack *. Ten days accordingly elapfed
in a flate of inacion ; neither army venture
to pafs the Afopus. ~

BuTt the impetuous difpofition of Marde-
nius, and the profpet of being foon in want of
provifions, at length determined him to difre-
gard the prefages of Grecian fuperftition, and
to obferve no cuftoms but thofe of the
Perfians in giving battle. "Acoerdingly, having
called a council of the officers, he declared his
intention of attacking the Grecian army on
the next day; and gave orders to prepare for
the engagements -Alexander, king of Mace-
donia, who, though a tributary of Perfia, was
ftill a friend to the Greeks, mounted his Lorfe
at midnight, rode to the Athenian line, and

* Herod. bb. ix, cap. 37, 38.
5 hiving

»
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¢ H A P. having found accefs to Ariftides, informed him
Xvil." of all that had paffed*.

Tue Athenian general nnmedlate'iy went to
Paufanias, and dommunicated the iatelligence
he had received. It was then delibcrated in
what manner they fhould refift the'formidable
attack expetted next day, and order a battle
which was t6 preferVe or extinguifh the liber-
ties of Greece.  In the arrangement of Mar-
donius’s army, it had been obferved, that the
native Perfians, the braveft and moft expert
~of the Afiatic infantry, held the left of the
line in oppofition to the Lacedemonians, and
that the Bceotians and other Grecian auxilia-
ries occupied the right againft the Athenians.
Paufanias withed to change the order of the
Grecian ariny ; and propofed that the Athe-
nians, whoalone of all the Greeks had fought
and conquered the Perfians, fhould again op-
pofe them in the right wing ; and that the La-
cedemonians, who had often defeated the The-
bans, and were held fuperior to all the Greeks,
fhould move to the left. Ariftides confented,
and the Atheniins accepted the change with
exultation. .

AT dawn of day Mardonius obferved that
the Grecian troops were in motion, and was
informed of the change which was made in

* Herod. lib, ix. cap, 44, 45.
their
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their arrangement.  This induced him, tocH AP,
poﬁpone the attack, in order to mgke corre- XVII.

fponding changes in the difpofition of his own
army. The day was {pent ifl thefe evolutions,
and in {fome defultory attacks mnade by the ca-
x?alry A more ferioud attempt was made
upon that part of the Spartan lthe which de-
fended the Gargaphian fountain, in which the
Perfian horfe repnained mafters of the field.
AT the approach of night, the Grecdian ar-
my was without water; provifions allo began
to fail, as their convoys had been intercepted by
an unexpected incurfion of the encmy. They
were thus again compelled to change their
pofition. The fecond watch of the night
was the time appointed to march for the
ground they purpofed to occupy, which was a
narrow valley near the fource of the A {opus,
lying between that river and mount Cytheron.
At the fame time it was determined to fend a
detachment of the army to the mountains, to
guard and conguct a convoy of provifions to
the new camp. But in the preflure of dan-
ger, and the alarms of fear, the troops of in-
dependent flates little regarded the orders of
the commander in chief, and inftead of halt-
ing at the place propofed, difperfcd and fled in
{o many different direttions, that the Grecian
Vor, 1, G army
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¢ H A P.army prefented, on the following morning, the

XVII.

P—————

appearance not of a regular march, but of a
precipitate retreat.

Tue fortunaté: obftinacy of a Spartan of-
ficer was the accidental and extraordinary
caufe of the important and decifive victory at
Platza. Anompharetus, who was fecond in
gommand to Palifanias, urged the facred laws
of his country (which forbidto retreat from
an enemy) againft the orders of his general.
Incenfed at the boldnefs, but ftruck with the

‘novelty of this condu&, Paufanias detained

the Lacedemonian troops, while the others
were marching. Ariftides, ever anxious for
the benefit of the confederacy, fufpended the
motion of his troops, and fent to enquire into
the caufe of the delay. At the arrival of his
meflenger, Anompharetus, who had been in
high altercation with his general, took up a
large ftone, and, according to the Grecian
mode of voting, by cafting a fhell or die into
an urn, threw it before the feet of Paufanias,
faying, < With this die I give my vote, not to
fly from the ftrangers.” Paufanias defired
the Athenian to inform his commander of
whaf he had feen, and to intreat of him that
the Athenian troops might regulate their mo-
tions by thofe of the Lacedemonians. At the

approach
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approach of dawn he gave orders to theqgm a ®,.
Spartans, with three thoufand Tegeans who XVil,
remained wnth him, to march along the hills
to the place of encampment / the Athenians
directed their courfe in tlte plain below. At
laft Anompharctus, abating of his obftinacy,
ordered his detachment to follow; with a flow
pace, the reft of the army.

WrEeN Mardanius beheld the unexpeéted
movement of the Grecian army, imputing
their retreat to fear, and thinking he fhould
obtain an eafy conqueft, he ordered his fol-
diers to purfue the flying enemy. Having
fent the Thebans, and other Grecian auxilia-
ried, to the number of fifty thoufand, in pur-
fuit of the Athenians, he advanced with the
Perfian infantry againft the Lacedemonians,
while the whole army followed with the hurry
and confufion of a barbawous multitude, eager
to fhare the fpoils of certain victory,

THE battle was fought in two different
places; the Athenians in the middle of the
plain were engaged with the Grecian auxilia-
ries, while the Perfiang attacked the Spartans
at the foot of the mountain) The uneven
and rugged ground at the bottom of the hill,
with the Afopus flowing at the bottom, were
favourable for defence, and adverfe to the cpe-
rations of cavalry. The Perfian infantry was

G 2 therefore




84

A VIEW OF

¢ u A p, therefore ordered to advance ; a fierce engage-
xvIl. ment began. The Perfians, after having dif-

charged their miffile weapons, clofcd(upon the
Greeks, and thewed themfelves, fays Hero-
dotus*, "neither inferior in courage nor in
ftrength. Had the excellence of their arms,
or their {kill in military difcipline, correfpond-

ed to their valotir, the battle of Platea might

have been fatal to the Gresks. But they
wanted, defenfive armour, and their thort wea-
pons were unfit to encounter the long {pears
of the Greeks. They acted toe without
union or concert. Unacquainted with the
advantage of a firm and compact formation,
in which the Grecks excelled, they rufhed
forward in fmall bodies, and were fuccef-
fively defeated. As their efforts began to
relax, notwithftanding the acceffion of new
numbers to fupply thofe who were flain, the
Greeks advanced upon them with the im-
penetrable depth .and irrefiftible force cf
their phalanx. The Tegeansemade the firft
impreffion, and the Lacedamonians, puthing
forward, threw the Perfian army into con-
fufion.

Marponius, whe had flattered himfelf
with an eafy conqueft, and had fent his troops
not fo much in order to fight, as to purfue a

¥ Lib. ix. cap. 62.

flying
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fiying enémy, was feized with anguith andcu A ».
vexation at this defeat. The impatience and,  xv11.
impetuofity of his temper led himeto form a
fatal refQlution.  Inftead of retreating to the
plain, and fheltering his inémtgy under the
protection of his numepous horfe, he detere
mined to rifk the fortune of Perfia upon the
prefent moment. At the head of a chofen
body of cavalry, he haftened to rally and fup;
port his broken infantry. By a bold and
well-conducted charge, he checked the pro-
grefs of the Lacedemonian phalanx, but he
could not break the otder, nor pierce the
ranks of that firm and impenetrable body.
After the braveft of his officers, and numbers
of foldiers, had fallen around him, he received
a mortal wound from the hand of Aicimneftus
a Spartan. The death of the general, accord-
ing to the cuftom of the eaft, was followed
by the flight of the whele army.
ArTABAZUS, the Parthian, and next in
command to Mardonius, had uniformly con-
demned the mtafures of the general, with re-
gard to the conduct of the war. As foon as
he perceived the rout of the Perfians, he
made a fignal for his trodps to quit the
field ; and with forty thoufand men, who were
under his immediate orders, retreated towards

Phocis.
G.3 Tuz
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cu AP. 'THE remainsof the Perfian army took re-
xvii. -fuge in their fortified camp. They were
= vigoroufly purfued by the Lacedemonians,
who immediatelr attempted an affanit; but,
unacquainted with fieges, and the mode of
attacking intrenchments, they were baffled in

the attempt, and repulfed with lofs. While

the Lacedemonians had obtained an unex-
pected vidtory over the Perfians on the hills,

the Athenians were keenly ehgaged with the
Grecian auxiliaries in the plain below. Of

thefe, amounting to fifty thoufand, the greater

“part, little earneft in' the caufe, either made a
feeble refiftance, or fled. The Beeotians alone
oppofed with ardour the army of Ariftides.
Athenian valour, however, at laft prevailed,

and the Thebans were defeated. Here the
Athenians, with equal patriotifm and wifdom,
“facrificed their particular enmity to the gene-

ral caufe; for, infte#d of purfuing the Beeo-

“Yians, their inveterate enemies, they marched

¥ the affiftance of the Lacedemonians, and
“artived in time to render this glorious victory
‘mplete. They attacked with foccefs the
tification, wh(ich had hitherto baffled all

attempts of the other confederates ; and

Pc in {pite of all refiftance, into the Per-

ﬁﬂl camp. They were foon followed by the

Tegeans
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Tegeans and Spartans. A panic enervatedC H A P.
the courage of the Perfians, they could not XVil.
fight, and the wall prevented their efcape;
their pgpdigious numbers g l/e a colour to the
apology that it was dangerous for the Greeks
to give, quarter. Th¢ refentment of a free
people, who were ﬁghtmg for their national
independence and political ex1{’ccnce, fought
its gratxﬁcatlon in a general flaughter, rathgr
than in a victoty ; and of two hundred thou-
fand Perfians, not three.thoufand efcaped the
vengeance of the Grecian army.
WaenNsfatiated with’ this fcene of blood,
the immenfe riches of the camp drew the
attention of the conquerors. Xerxes, when he
fled from Greece, had beftowed the treafures
which he brought from Afia on Mardonius
his brother-in-law, and his other favourites.
The opulence thus poffefled by the Perfian
fatraps prefented a new fcene to the frugal
citizens of the little Grecian republics, of
which they had hitherto entertained no idea.
This mafs &8f wealth confifted of tables of
gold 4and filver, embroidered couches, golden
cups and goblets, brazen ftalls and mangers,
eollars, bracelets, and {cymitars, ornamented
with gold and gems, female {laves, horfes
G 4 and
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cH A P.and camels, together with many chefts of
XVIIL.  Perfian money, which from that period con«

tinued long to be current in Greece.

A TEN rH part of this booty, accqrding to
the rites of antient picty, was confccrated to
the gods; the general was prefentgd with a
tenth of the remainder; and the reft of the
fpoil was d1v1dcd among the conquerors.
Offerings of great value were dzdicated at the
thrines of Olympian Jove, ifthmian Nep-
tune, Delphian Apcllo, and of Minerva the
protedtrels of Athens. ,
= ArTeRr the battle, a principal citizen of
A.gina propofed to Paufanias to avenge the
indignity offered by Xerxes to the body of
Leonidas, which he hung on a crofs, by ufing
the corpfe of Mardonius in a fimilar manner.
The Grecian general nobly replied, « They
are little acquainted with true glory, who
think that it confifts 1 umitating the cruelty
of barbarians. If the efteem of the Agine-
tans is to be purchafed by fuch actions, I
thall be content with that of ‘the Spartans,
whofe charaler confifts in moderatien, and
in -fhewing clcmcncy to enemies who are
humbled or fallen. The manes of my coun.
trymen who fell at Thennopyle are fufficient-

ly
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ly avenged * by the many thoufand Perfians c'xt A p.
that cover the fields of Platza.” XVIL
ANOTHER anecdote concerning Paufanias
deferves t@ be recorded. TQhe fufniture of
the royal houfehold was found in the tent of
Mardoniusealmoft entire, and moft of the do-
meftic flaves had efcaped the maffacre. Pau-
fanias ordered the Perfian cooks to ptepare a
magnificent entertainment, as if intended for
Mardonias himfelf. His orders were care-
fully executed, fplendid preparations* were
made, the fideboard difplayed a profufion of
gold and filver plate, the table was adorn-
cd with exquifite elegance, and covered
with all the luxuries of Afig. As a ftrik-
ing contraft to the fcene, he ordered the
plain and frugal fupper of a Spartan to be
placed by the fide of the Perfian banquet.
Having then affembled the principal officers
of the Grecian army, ¢ Bthold,” fays the ge-
neral, “the egregious folly of Xerxes and
Mardonius ; living in fuch luxury at home,
they came thus far to wreft from us our fim-
ple fare ; and, accuftomed to fuch delicious re-
pafts, ventured to attack mep who defpife
fuperfluities, and have no wants but thofe of
nature.”—-We fhall find, however, in the

* Herod. kb, ix. cap. 77, 78.
fcqucl,
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c H A P. fequel, that Pavfanias himfelf was not proof
XVII. dgainft the corrupting influence of wealth and
T luxury.

TuE burial of the dead was confidered by
the Greeks as an act of piety as well as hu-
manity. Accordingly, thofe whe had fallen
in the battle of Platza were interred with the
utmoft pomp ,and folemnity, and monuments
were ereCted in the field of battle to record
their renown to fucceeding ages.

. Tue emulation which fubfifted between the
Grecian ftates always bordered on jealoufy,
and fometimes broke out into hoitilities.
After the engagement, the Athenians and
Spartans contended for the prize of valour
with a zeal and animofity that might have
had the moft ferious confequences, had it not
been prevented by the influence of the Co-
rinthian leaders. In a public aflembly of the
Grecks, to which the queftion was referred,
they propofed, in order to prevent a dangerous
and, perhaps, a fatal contention, that the
firft honours for military merit fhould be af-
figned to the Platazans, whofe zeal and valour
bad been eqpally confpicuvus both by fea
and land. Their commonweaith was too
fmall to excite jealoufy ; their country had ac-
quired a name by being the {cene of a victory

4 fo
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fo glorious and decifive ; accordingly the other ¢ 1 A ».

Greeks approved the determination : Ariftides
affented on the part of the Athenians, and
Paufaniasson that of the Lacedemonians.

As the battle of Platza was fought in the
latter end of September, the feafon was not too
far advanced for taking vengeapce on thofe
perfidious Greeks who had appeared againft
their country, under the banners of the Per-
fians. It was®determined to march into
Beeotia, and to demand of the Thebans the
leaders of the faction which fupported the
intereft of the Medes. They were given up
by their countrymen, and carried to Corinth ;
there they were condemned without trial,
or the forms of law, and executed as traitors to
Greece.

In the next general affembly, Ariftides pro-
pofed the following decree : that all the ftates
of Greece fthould annuall} fend their deputies
to Platza, in order to offer facrifices to Jove
the deliverer, and the tutelary gods of the city ;
that every fifth year games thould be cele-
brated there, which fhould be called #4e games
of liberty ; and that the feveral Grecian ftates
fhould raife a body of troops confifting of ten
thoufand foot and a thoufand horfe, and
fhould equip a fleet of 2 hundred fhips, which

thould

* XVIi.

———————
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cH A P.fhould be conflantly maintained for making
XVIL. war againft the barbarians. The propofitions

having been approved and pafled into a law,
the Platzans were appointed to colebrate an
amniverfary feftival in honour of thofe who
had fallen in battlec This ceremony was per-
formed with much pomp and {plendor, and
continuéd till the time of Plutarch.

On the day that the Greeks gained the
memorable battle of Plataa, their naval forces
obtained a vitory in Afia, no lefs decifive and
important, over the remainder of the Perfian
fleet, which had efcaped from the engage-
ment at Salamis. The Grecian fleet had
wintered in the harbours of A gina, unde:r the
command of Leotychides, one of the Spartan
kings, and Xantippus the Athenian. Early in
the {pring ambafladors arrived from the Io-
nians, inviting them into Afia, to deliver the
Grecian cities front the tyranny of the bar-
barians. The Greeks, overjoyed at this invita-
tion, failed diretly for the coaft of Delos,where
they received intelligence from the Samians
that the Perfian fleet, which had wintered at
Cume, was noy lying at Samos, and might
be deftroyed without difficulty or hazard.
They immediately fet {ail for Samos ; but the
Perfians, alarmed with the intelligence of

their



ANTIENT HISTAQRY. 93

their approach, retired to the neighbouringcw a p,
promontory of Mycalé, on the Ionian coaft, xviL.
where an army of fixty thoufand men was ™"
cncamped under the commshd of Tigranes

the Perfian. Here they' drew - their gallies

upon the beach according to the cuftom of

the antients, aud furrounded them, with a

ftrong rampart,

THE Greeks followed them to Mycalé, and
landed their forces without oppofition at fome
diftance from the Perfian camp. To encou-
tage his troops, Leotychides is faid to have
{pread a report, that their countrymen under
Paufanias had totally defeated the Perfians at
Platza; a report, which foon circulated
throngh the army, and by kindling the en-
thufiafm, contributed to the fuccefs of the
Greeks. The confederated forces marched in
two columns; one undgr the comumand of
Xantippus, compofed of the Athenian, Co-
rinthian, and Trezenian troops, held their
courfe along the fhore; the other, confifting
of the Lacedemonians, with the remaining al-
lies, went by the more inland and hilly road.

The former divifion arrived firft, and, eager
to monopolize the glory of the day, proceeded
immediately to attack the camp; and conducted
the affault with fucl. celerity and vigour, that

they
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¢ H A'p. they had already entered the Perfian rampart
xvii. before the approach of the Lacedemonians.

Their fortunate temerity was juftified by the
zeal and alacrity of the Afiatic Greeks. “The
native Perfians fought with determined brave-
ry,and fapported that military charaé’cer which
they had acquired under Cyrus the Great,

None of the ‘other Afiatic troops feem to
have merited the name of foldiers, accordingly
they (hrunk in confufion before the impetuo-
fity of the Athenians; but the Perfians ftill
remained unconquered, when the Lacedemo-
nians arrived: they were then overpowered,
and almoft entirely cut off. In this battle
the Greeks fuffered more than in any other
during the war; and Perilaus, commander of
the Sicyonians, was in the number of the
flain.

From the field of battle there was no re-
treat by land, but by narrow defiles over a
mountain. ‘To provide for his fecurity in the
cvent of a defeat, the Perfian general had de-
tached the Milefians to guard the pafles. But
this precaution, inftead of preferving, operated
to the deftrution of their army. While the
Spartans purfued the fugitivesin that direction,
the Milefians, inftead of prote@ing, intercepted
their flight, and few of them efcaped from

the



ANTIENT HISTORY. (11

the general flaughter. Tigranes, general of c & & 2.
the land forces, and two of the principal XVik
naval commanders, were flain. Forty thou-
fand Perflans remained on tHe field, befides
thofe who were flain in the purfuit; a fmall
remnant ﬂed in confufion and difmay, nordared
to truft to any nearer afylum thaw’the walls of
Sardis, at that time the refidence of the Great
King: who might then refle& on “ the pro-
phetic tears he fhed when, he numbered his
millions at the Hellefpont.”

THE viGorious Greeks took poffeffion of the
Perfian camp, fet fire to their fleet, and re-
turned to Samos with plunder and glory.

WihEeN Xerxes heard of this double over-
throw, and beheld in the fugitives from My-
calé the poor remains of his former greatnefs,
he left Sardis with as great precipitation as he
had formerly fled from Salamis; retreated to
his diftant capital of Sufa; and to obliterate
the remembrance of his paft difafters, gave
himfelf up to alternate excefles of voluptu-
oufnefs and cruelty. .Before his departure he
ordered all the Grecian temples in Afia to be
pillaged and burned, an order which was fo
faithfully executed, that not one efcaped, ex-
cept the temple of Diana at Ephefus. This
mandate was not the dictate of impiety, but of

religion,
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cH AP religion, as the Magian theology pxohxbxtcd

Xvii,

the ufe of temples and images. This pious
conflagration would procure him a charalter
for fanctity among the fubje&s of his empire ;
and perhaps too, the defire of repairing his
treafury, exhaufted in the Grecian 'expedition,
by the {poil of thefe temples, might be an ad-
ditional inducement to accelerate their deftruc-
tion ; for he found in thefe fgcred edifices, and
appropriated to hls own ufe, immeme riches,
which ‘the fuperftition of kings and people had
accumulated during a long feries of ages.

Tuz battle of Platza was fought in the
morning, and that of Mycalé on the evening
of the fame day: a day which humbled thc
ambition of the Afiatic monarch, and con-
tracted the dimenfions of the Perfian empire ;
which delivered Greece from the terrors of
tyranny and oppreflion, and reftored the Ionian
colonies to liberty and independence ; which,
by refcuing Europe from the dominion of
Afia, and marking the decided fuperiority of
the formner to the latter, becomes intcrefting
and important to all fucceeding ages.

Ix the league between the monarcli of Per-
fia and the Carthaginian republic, it was
agreed, that while Xerxes in perfon invaded
Greece with all the forces of Afia, the Car-

thaginians
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thaginians fhould attack the Grecian colonies ¢ H 4 P.
in Italy and Sicily. The foundation of Car- * XVIIL
thage, and its rifc and progn.fs to commercial
greatnefséand naval power have been already
explamcd. The ambition of thc Carthagi-
nians, like that of all mercantile ftates, was
diftinguifhed by a fpirit of mopopoly, and a
fulpicious jualoufy that othersnatiofs might
become their uvals in commerce or in power.”
Twenty-cight years before the invation of
Xeuxes, they entered intod treaty with’Rome,
which had recently thaken off the regal yoke,
where the ftrongeft {olicitude is expreffed to
prevent that rifing republic from cultivating
any correfpondence with the dependencies of
Carthage *.

Tur Grecian colonies in Sicily and Fraly,
which ina few years had acquired fuch wealth
and power as to merit the appellation of
Great Greece, with better reafon alarmed the
jealoufy of the Carthaginian commonwealth.
No wonder then that it beheld with pleafure
the mutual fpirit of hottility in the Greeks
and Peifians. The Carthaginians faw with a
malignant joy the long and fosmidable prepa-
rations of the Great King to punifh and fub-

' % Polyb. Lb. ii. cap. 22.
Vor. 11, H due
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e 1 A p. due thé Greeks; and hoping, by the affiftance

XVvil,

"of Xerxes, to cruth for ever the objedts of

their hatred and their fear, entered with ea-
gernefs into an alliance which he condefcended
to folicit. Their preparations were in pro-
portion to their animfiofity: they collected an
army of threr hundred thoufand nien, and a
fleet of two thoufand fhips, befides three

‘thoufand tranfports*. Hamilcar, the braveft

of the Carthagxman generals, commanded this
expedition. Both parties adhered fcrupuloufly
to the conditions af the treaty, and poured
their combined force into Magna Grecia. But
the fuccefs did not correfpond to thefe mighty
preparations.

Tue Grecian colonies in Italy and Sicily
were at this time flourifhing in arts and arms,
and not only equalled, but exceeded the mother
country in wealth, population, and power.
Many caufes naturally contribute to the rapid
progrefs of colonies recently eftablithed in a
favourable fituation. Almoft all thefe caufes
eombined in favour of the Achzans and Do-
rians, thg principal emigrants to Italy and Si-
cily. They brought to a happy climate, anda
foil of the utmoft fertility, a knowledge of

* Herod. Lib, vii. Dicd, Iib, xi.

agriculture,
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agriculture, habits of induftry, ﬁmphcxty os’
"manners, and an acquaintance with the theory
of goveanment, which led to an eftablithment
equally remote from anarchy and defpotifim ;
which, while it foftered a fpirit of indepen-
dency, thewed at the fame time the advantages
of union and mutual fupport/ Under thefe
combined advantages, the Grecian coloniits
foon became populousand powerful. At this
period their minds were *not corruptcd nor
their bodies enervated by the vices atten-
dant on riches and. quury, they were there-
fore the better able to repel the united attacks
of Perfia and Carthage.

IF the warlike chara&er and flourithing fitu-
ation of Magna Grecia facilitated its defence
againtt a foreign enemy, the wifdom and vi-
gour of the Sicilian monarch at that time ena-
bled him to avail himfelf'of all advantages that
offered. Eleven years before the invafion of
Sicily, Gelon had afcended the throne of Sy-
racufe. He had rifen from amprivate ftation
to fovereign power ; but exercifed his autho~
rity with fo much wifdom and beneficence,
that he was univerfally ftyled the Father of
his country, and his reign was faid to have re~
ftored the happinefs of the golden age. He
was ignotrant of the tteaty which Xerxes had

H 2 made
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c #H A P. matle with the Carthaginians; for the Sicilian

XVII.

——————

writers, according to Herodotus, relate, that
he was determined to affift the Greeks, if in
that moment of time the Carthaginians had
not made Sicily the at of war.

THrY were invited to this ifland by Tyril-
lus, the tyranf\of Himera, who had been de-
prived of his fovereignty by the renowned
Theron, king of Agrigentum. Thislaft mo-
narch had given his.daughter in marriage to
Gelon, and had efpoufed his nijece. 'The al-
liance of the two “principal Sicilian {tates
feemed to promife happinefs to the whole
ifland, when the appearance of the Carthagi-
nian armaiment threatened its  deftruction.
When Hamilear {ct fail from Carthage with
an army of threec hundred thoufand men,
and two thoulund guallics, no ideas were en-
tertained but thofe ofs conqueft. When they
reached the land, they faid the war was finithed,
¢s they dreaded no enemy but the fea.

Hamircar landed his forces without op-
pofition in the ample bay of Panormus, now
Palermo, the capital of modern Sicily. The
firlt care of this brave and experienced leader
was to fortify two camps. One was to en-
clofe his thips of war, whieh, as was then the
cuftom, he had ordered to be drawn on thore,

and
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and to be guarded by his marine forces; the.

vther was intended for his land army. He had
furrounded both with entrenchments and ram-
parts; dut no fortifications can refift valour,
when wifdom direéts its, courfe, and prefence
'of mind®feizes the moment of action.
Tueron employed proper meafures to de-.
fend Himera, which the Cafthagidians were
preparing to be.ﬁegc, while Gelon was advanc-
ing to hisaffiftance with an army of fifty thou-
fand foot, and five thoufand horfe.” On its
march towards Himera, ghis army encountered
a detachment of the enemy, and took ten
thoufand prifoners. Among thefe was a cou-
rier from Selinus, a city near Agrigentum,
which had fecretly revolted to the Carthagi-
nians. This meflenger carried a letter to Ha-
milcar, informing him, that the cavalry he
demanded would be fent on a certain day.
Gelon, who excelled In policy as well as
courage, formed a ftratagem on this difcovery,
which was equally bold and fortunate. He
ordered a chofen body of his own troops to
advance during the night to the camp of
the Carthaginians, and to pgefent themfelves
to Hamilcar in the morning, as his auxiliaries
from Selinus.
ON the appointed day, Hamilcar was of-
H 3 fering
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fering a folemn facrifice to the ftern divinity of

"Tyte and Carthage, who delighted in human

blood ; his*{oldiers, attentive only to the hor-
rid a&, ftood by filent and unarmed. &he ca-
valry of Gelon were admitted without fufpi-
cion. While Hamilcgr was immeclating a no-
ble youth to the fanguinary demon of fuper-
ftition, they ftdjbed him with a dagger, and
inftantly fet fire to the fleet. Sentinels, pofted
on the adjacent hills, notified' to Gelon the
fuccefs of his cavalry, who availed himfelf of
this favourable conjun@ure to lead hic army
againft the fecond camp, which at firft made
a gallant refiftance ; but when they heard that
Hamilcar was flain, and beheld the conflagra-
gration of their fleet, they no longer thought
of refiftance but of flight. A dreadful cai-
nage enfued. Ahundred and fifty thoufandmen
are faid to have fallen in the field, or in the
purfuit. The remainder retired to an emi-
nence, but provifions failing, they furrendered
at difcretion. Twenty fhips of war efcaped
the flames, and attempted to regain the Car- -
thaginian harbours: but they were overtaken
by a ftorm, and alI the crews perithed, except
a few md1v1duals, who faving themfelves in a
{mall boat, conveyed the melancholy tidings
to Carthage.

Tue
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Tue {poils taken on this occafion were of c 1 4 P.

immenfe value. Gelon employed the greater’
part of them in adorning the temples in Sy-
racufe. * A prodigious number of prifoners
was alfo taken, who wgre diftributed among
the citied in Sicily, in proportion to the num-
ber of ttoops they had refpetively raifed on
this memorable occafion. Afccording to the
cuftom of antient war, after putting irons on
their feet, they employed them.in cultivating
the lands, and in building magnificent edifices
for the utility and embellifhment of Syra-
cufe and Agrigentum *.

Avrt the tyrants of Sicily now courted the
friendfbip of Gelon ; and the Carthaginians,
who trembled within their walls, fent am-
bafladors to fue for peace. Not elated by
fuccefs, Gelon received them with no marks
of exultation, and offered them peace on the
following conditions: ' That they fhould
pay two thoufand talents of filver, to be di-
vided among the cities which had contributed
to the expences of the war ; that they fhould
erect two temples, one in Carthage, another
in Syracufe, where this treaty fhould be de-
pofited ; and that thenceforth they fhould

* Cicero Orat. 4th in Vesrum.

H 4 abftain
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‘€ u a p2Dftain from the horrid and deteftable prac-
xvrii. tice of profaning their altars by offering hu-

s man facrifices to the gods.”

Sucu a fhining inftance of philanthropy
was more honourable,than vilory; the fplen-
dor of conqueﬂ: duﬁfppe’xrs amidfl *the tri-
umph of virtue, and we forget the héro when
we behold the f¥end of mankind.

ReTurNiNG to Syracufc after fo glorious
a vicery, he convened the aﬁcmbly of the
pcople, and ordered all the citizens to appear
in arms. He himf¢lf entered the affembly
unarmed, and without attendants, to render
an account of his condu¢t. He reprefented
to them the various meafures of his govern-
ment, the ufes to which he applied the pub-
lic money with which he was intrufted, and
the manner in which he had exercifed the
fovereign authority to which he was raifed ;
adding, that if they *had any juft reafons to
criminate his conduct, his perfon and life
were at their difpofal. The profound filence
with which they liftened to his recital was
fucceeded by public acclamations from all
quarters ; and the names of Saviour, Benc-
factor, and Father of his country, were loudly
repeated by a grateful and happy people.
'The Syracufans, though jealous of their liber-

ty,
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ty, perpetuated his power as their king, and c u a p.
pafled a decree, conveying the crown to his "Xvir.
brother after his deceafe. When the object
of kings 15 to promote the happinefs of their
kingdoms, they acquire 3bfolute power over
the hearts’of their peoplet
Taur unlimited authority with which the
Syracufans invefted Gelon, efiibled “him to
render them mgqre important fervices. He
is one of the few chara&ters recorded in hif-
tory, who, after acquiring the fceptic of a
fovereign, and the laurel of a conqueror, be-
came a greater and a better man.  Having
no mere encmies to fear, he relinquithed the
projects of ambition, and ftudied to make his
kingdom flourith by the labours of induftry,
and the works of peace. He conferred the
rights of citizens on ten thoufind foreigners,
who had ferved under his ftindard wath va-
lour and fidelity ; and by incorporating them
with the community, added to the popula-
gton of the capital, and augmented the power
of the ftute. The encouragement of agri-
culture was to him an obje&t of government.
Accuftomed to walk in the fields, he fre-
quently honoured the hnfbandmen by his
prefence, and animated them by his conver-
fation ;
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€ H A p. fation; appearing at their head with lefs
%vIil.. pomp, but with more real dignity than when
s~ on other occafions he marched at the head of
armies. He encouraged the cultivation of
the fine arts as well as the neceflary.  Under
his patronage and dire@ion, the eapital was
adorned with Carthaginian fpoils ; and thofe
works of ingenuity were produced, which in
«the age of Cicero were efteemec among the

moft preeious monuments of antiquity *.

Tue golden médals of Gelon, which are
fuill preferved, and of the fineft workmanthip,
juftify the paneuyrlc of the Roman orator.

He confidered the poflfeflion of fove-
reignty as an obligation to defend the ftate ;
and theught himfelf a king only for the good
of his people. Difmifling the pomp, pa-
‘tade, and licentioufnefs of royalty, he affumed
its cares and its toils ; but found his zeal for
the public welfare amply compenfated by the
fupreme delight of conferring happinefs on
millions.  Unfortunately for Syracufe, he
died after a fhort reign of feven years, two
years after the victories which he obtained
over the Carthgginians. He was but juft

#* Cicero in Verr.

¥hewn
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thewn to Sicily, to exhibit the patternof gcu A P,
wife and a good king. He was interred XVil
without pomp, accarding to his own defire; ™~
and what pomp could equal the proceffion of
a whole people in tears following his corfe
twenty miles to the tomb?
A srrgxpip maufoleum was ere&ted by
the people to his memory, furrounded with
nine towers of furprizing height and magni-
ficence, and he Was honoured with ¢hat reli-
gious veneration which wa$ paid to demi-gods
and heroes. The Carthaginians afterwards
demolithed the maufoleum, and Agathocles
the towers; but neither violence, envy, nor
time, could extinguifh the glory of his name,

or abolith the memory of his heroic wvirtues
and beneficent a&ions, which reverence and

gratitude had engraved on the hearts of the*
Sicilians.

In a ftatue raifed to perpetuate his fame,
the monarch was forgot in the virtues of the
man. They reprefented him in the habit of a
fimple citizen, fuch as he had appeared in the
affembly of the people, when he gave an ac-
count of his adminiftration. A fingular fate
attended this ftatue, and wor?hy of the mo-
tives for which it was ereCted. A hundred
and thirty years after this period, Timoleon

reftored
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C H A P. reftored the Syracufans to their hberty, and in

XV1Ie

order to erafe all traces of their former ty-
rannical government, he fold publicly the fta-
tues of thofe princes by whom thef had been
opprefled; but he firft brought them to
trial as {fo many eriminals, and “they were
all unammouﬂy condemned, the ftatue of Ge-
lon excepted, which found an eloguent advo-
cate in the grateful admiration which the citi-
zens entertained for that grcat mzn, whofe
virtue they revered as if he had been fill
alive,

CHAP.
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CHAP. XVIIL

From the Conclufion of the PERSIAN to the
Commencement of the PELOPONNESI ANWAR.

T HE periodi which elapfed from the con-
clufion of the Perfian to the commence-
meant of the Peloponnefian yvar, forms the moft
illuftrious @ra in the hiftory of Greece. While
the republics of the mother country triumphed
over the fallen myriads of Afia. Their prof-
perous fettlements on the Adriatic and the
Hellefpont intimidated the Larbarians of Eu-
rope ; the {outhern colony of Cyrene checked
the ferocity of the Libyans; and their flon-
rithing defcendants in Sicily obtained a com-
plete vidtory over the Carthaginians, at that
time the moft powerful people in the weftern
world. While the north, fouth, eaft, and weft
bowed to the commanding genius of Greece,
one republic, whofe whole» territory was
fcarcely equal to a French province, or an
Englifh county, rifing to a fudden fuperiority
over the reft, ftood oppofed to the whole

weight
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c 1 A p. weight of the Perfian empire, conducted the
XVIIl. war with extraordinary fuccefs, and at laft im-
~——— pofed conditions of peace as glorioys and be-
neficial to the republic as they were humi-
liating and ignominious to the Ggeat King.
Athens, which now rofe to the command of
Greeos,, ereted, in a fhort period of time, an
extenfive though a divided and difcontiguous
empire.  This fmall but ambitious ftate had
fettlemients on the Jhores of Thrace and Ma-
cedonia, had fupreme dominion in the Euxine
and Agean feas, and extended her fway from

Cyprus to the Thracian Bofphorus.

Durinc this eventful and fplendid period,
the genius and tafte of the Grecks were as
confpicuous as their valour and patriotifm ; and
Athens flourifhed in arts, while the triumphed
in arms. A hiftory of the events that contri-
buted to this age of glory, which has enlight-
enied and refined all fucceeding ages, muft be
given not by general defcription, but in par-
ticilar detail.

WHEN the victories at Platza and Myecalé
had put an end to the Median war, the firft
care of the Athenians was to bring home their
fymilies and effe@ts from the ifles of Salamis
and Agiid. Returning to their native foil,
they now began to raife their city from it¢

3 ruins,
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ruins, and to rebuild it on a larger feale. cu a ».
Works of public utility were preferred to thofe xvrri.
of private convenience. In order to defend =
Athens ffom future attacks, it was propofed to
furround it with walls of an extraordinary
heéight*. * The partial 8onfederacy of the
Greeks, which was cemented only Ry their

fears, was diffolved by the happy conclufion of

the Perfian war ;and the jealoufy of Sparta at

the growing power and reputation of Athens

now began to appear. ‘This imperious and
domineering ftate, little difpofed to bear a ri-

val; had always watched the movements, and
checked the rifing greatnefs of Athens. Jealous

even of the liberty of the Athenians, after

the banithment of the Pififtratide, the Spar-

tans attempted to re-eftablith Hippias on the

throne. It was not to be expected that

they could forgive them the victory at Sala-

mis, and the glory of having delivered Greece

from the Perfian yoke. Jealous with regard

to the future, as well as envious of the paft,

they dreaded the confequences of their new ac-

quired maritime power ; and were afraid that

they might affume on land the' fame fupetio-

rity which they had difplayed at fea, and fi-

nally deprive Sparta of that authority and

® Thucyd, lib. in £&. go, Corn. Nep. Themift. vit.
pre-



I12

A VIEW o

cH A p. pre-eminence which hitherto it had enjeved

XVIiL*®

over the reit of Greece. Fence, when
Athens began to rife from its ruins, they re-
monftrated againft its walls and fortifications,
under the pretence that the Peloponnefus
fhould be the only place of refuge ¢o all the
Grecmn ftates againft a foreign mvnder ; and
that a cxty fo fortified mth, in the event of
another invafion, b:ocome a fortrcfs to the
Perfians. Themif’cocl es C(r;nccm?ng -whom
hiftory obferves a profound filence during the
laft year cf the war) eafily penetrated thc true
defign of the Laccdemonians, though con-
cealed under the fpecious matk of public
good, and perfuaded his countrymen to clude
the Spattan artifice by fimilar policy. The
{fenate of the five hundred declared to the
Spartan ambafladors that Athens would take
no ftep which was not confiftent with the good
of the whole, and promifed foon to give a fa-
tisfattory account of their “meafures by an
embafly to Sparta. The Spartan deputies
having rcturned, Themiftocles was appointed
ambaflador to Lacedmon, and according to
a previous arrapgment, was to be followed at
a proper time by Ariftides, whofe charaéter
was equally refpected i both commonwealths,
and by Lyficles, an orator of diftinguithed
abilities, - The Athenian fortifications were

2 now
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now carried on with the utmoft expedition.
The rich and poor, freemen and flaves, fe-
nators and -artificers, women and children,
all conttibuted their efforts to the patriotic
work with unceafing perfeverance, by night as
well as day. The rulns of their edifices,
temples, ‘and even tombs, were employed as
materials on this prefling occafion ; and near
a hundred yeags afterwards, the heteroge-
neous appearance of the,wall plainly {poke
the manner in which it had been erected *.
TuemistocLes, under the pretence that
he waited for the arrival of his colleagues, had
delayed to declare his commiffion. At this
time fome perfons from Athens brought in-
formation of what was carrying on in that
rival aity.  Not difconcerted with this intel-
ligence, nor with the confequent reproaches
of the Lacedzmonians, Themiftocles affirmed,
with his ufual addrefs, ¢ That it was below
the dignity of Sparta to liften to the tales of
anknown perfons ; that the fidelity of Athens
ought not to be {ufpected ; and that the truth
thould be inyeftigated on the {pot.”” This be-
ing feconded by the Ephori, (whom Themif-
tocles had gained by feafonable prefents) the

* Thucydid. lib. 1, cap. 8.
Vor II. 1 Spartans
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¢ H A P., Spartans confented to fend a fecond embafly
XVIIL  to Athens, and fome of their moft refpectable
citizens in the number.

WHEN thefe deputies arrived at®Athens,
they were detained as hoftages for the fafe
return of Themiftdtles and his cdlleagues,
who now had brought him the long-ex-
peCted tidings that the fortifications were
finithed. Diflimulation was no longer ne-
ceflary to the Athenian ambafladors : The-
miftocles therefore, in the name of the refl,
boldly declared to tae Spartan aflembly, that
the Athenians, in fortifying their city with
ftrong walls, had only exercifed the common
righte of nature in providing for theii own
fecurity ; that after having performed fuch
fignal and efletual fervices to all Grecce,
it was an infult to fufpect them of any in-
tentions that were not honourable to them-
felves and bencficial to the common caufe;
that they were now in a condition to defend
their city againft enemics, whether foreign or
domeftic ; and that it was not uch to the
honour of the Lacedemonians, that they
fthould defire tb eftablith their fuperiority,
not on their own ftrength, but the weaknefs of
their allies. *

#* Diodor. lib. xi. p. 437, Juftin. ib. ii. cap. 15,

THE
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Tue Lacedemonians diffembled their re- cH A& P.
fentment, and the ambafladors on both fides XVIII.
returncd to their refpetive cities.

THEMISTOCLES, ever intent to increafe
the power of the republig, and to raife Athens
to the command of Gréece, urged his coun-
trymen ‘to finith the new harbouge at the
Pirxus, as the antient harbour of Phalerium
was too inconfiderable to anfwer the purpofes
of a commercial nation., The Pirzus, from
its natural advantages, which could cafily be
improved by art, was capable of forming a
more commodious tation for the Athenian
navy; and, poflefling three fpacious havens,
could contain above four hundred veflels.
From the time he firft entered on office, he
projected this great undertaking, and was cara
rying it on with vigour, when the progrefs
was interrupted by the Perfian invafion.
Notwithftanding the oppofition of Sparta,
the work now advanced with rapidity, and
by the joint efforts of the citizens, was
brought to a fortunate conclufion in the courfe
of a year. The walls were formed of ftones
of a prodigious fize, firmly joined by iron
bars, and fo thick as to admit two chariots
a-breaft on the fummit. The Pirzus gra-
dually became a populous town, and was after-

Iz wards
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¢ H A P..wards cohneCted with the city by what were

XVIIIL.

termed the /ong walls, begun by Cimon and
finithed by Pericles.

Tue whole circamference of the Athenian
fortifications, including thefe walls, and the
circuit of the ancient city, amounted to about
eighteesy Englifh miles.

TuemIsTOCLEs likewife procured a de-
cree of the people to augment the fleet an-
nually hy the addition of twenty fhips; and
obtained particular privileges and immuni-
ties to be granted fo artifans and failors, in
order to encourage their refort to Athens.
The obje&& of this able politician was to
dire@ the efforts of his countrymen to en-
creafe thelr maritime power, and to obtain
the empire of the fea. Elated with the ex-
traordinary fuctefs which had attended their
arms when a&ling in their own defence, the
Greeks now began to wage offenfive war
againft the Perfians, and to meditate vitories
in the very heart of Afia. Though many of
the Grecian colonies had recovered their
freedom during the conteft, Perfian garrifons
ftill kept pofTeﬁion of fome of their fea-ports
in the Hellefpont, the Propontis, and the
A gean ifles. Fifty Peloponnefian thips com-
manded by Paufanias, and thirty Athenian,

led
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Jed by Ariftides and Cimon, being joined by cu a .
various {quadrons from the Greek cities of XVIII.
Afia, fwept the eaftern thores of the Mediter- =
ranean, and delivered the ifland of Cyprus
from the Perfian yoke;. then returning near
two hundred leagues tdwards the weft, and
proceeding northward to the Bofphorus of
Thrace, they attacked Byzantium. That ci-
ty, {o celebratad in following ages, had been
founded by a colony of, Megareans, had be-
come populous and flourithing, but was now
opprefled and enflaveds by the Perfians, It
feems to have been confidered by them as a
place of great importance, and was therefore
defended with unufual vigour. The fiege
was long and obftinate ; it fell at laft by
ftorm into the hands of the Greeks. Many
Perfians of the higheft diftinétion were taken
prifoners, and the conquerors were enriched
by the fpoils of that opulent city.

HitHerTO the Spartans had kept the
lead in the confederacy. Paufanias their king
was ftill vefted with the fupreme command:
the allies colleGtively ftill fubmitted to their
jurifdiGtion; but now thefe powers were to
pafs over to the Athenians,

As long as the Grecian flates contended
only with one another, and waged petty

I3 wars
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wars upon the continent, Sparta, whofe form
of government had been firft eftablithed, held
the afcendancy in Greece; but when the
neceflity appeared of equipping a great fleet
to defend their coafts-from invafion, and the
bolder project was formed of carrying the war
into Afa, the Athenians began to open their
eyes to their fituation ; the idea of maritime
power, fuggefted and enforced by Themifto-
cles, was purfued ky the people; and the
poverty of Sparta prevented her from con-
tending with Athens for the empire of the
fea. A revolution then took place in Greece,
and from that period the republic of So-
lon has the advantage over that of Lycur-
gus.

THe power of a kingdom or common-
wealth depends not only on its own conftitu-
tion and ftrength, but on the changes which
take place in the neighbouring ftates. As
innovations, and even improvements, were
prohibited by the laws of Lycurgus, Sparta
could not keep pace with the other republics,
and had no other method of preferving her
antient influence but by endeavouring to de-
prefs her neighbours.

T'His natural progrefs of things was accele-
rated by the carruption of the Lacedemonian

commander,
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commander, and the diftinguithed merits of c u A ».
the two Athenian leaders, The inftitutions " XVIII.
of Lyturgus, or rather the original cuftoms ==
of the ]501'ians, which he endeavoured to ren-
der perpetual in his copmonwealth, were {o
adverfe to the manners of nations who were
refined, or running the career of refinement,
that intercourfe with flrangers, either abroad
or at home, was ftrictly prohibited by law,
The fingularity of Spartag manners could only
be preferved by their infulated fituation. The
long continuance of the Perfian war, and the
familiar acquaintance with Afiatic luxury in-
t_r_czduccd by that event, tended to relagc the fe-
verity of Spartan difcipline, and to open an en-
trance to ambition without principle, and diffi-
pation without tafte. The fame of Paufanias,
which hitherto had thone {o bright, now
fuffered a total eclipte, The large divifion of
the Perfian fpoils allotted to him after the
battle of Platza raifed him above the rank of
a Spartan citizen, above that equality which
the rigid laws of Lycurgus demanded. The
diforders arifing from a fudden flow of pro-
{perity, incident to the beft minds, were in-
creafed in Paufanias by 1ts continuance, and in
particular by his recent victory at Byzantium.
Tired of being the fubje&, though the ruler

14 of
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c u A p. Of Sparta, he afpired to become the tyrant of
xviil.  Greece, through the. afiiftance of Xerxes.
For this pur poic he fet at liberty the Perfian
nobles taken in the fiege of Byzanuum, and
committed them to the care of Gongylus the
Eretrian, with a letter to Xerxes, in which
he prongfed to deliver Sparta, and all Greece,
into his hands, on condition of receiving his
daughter in marriage, and beirg appointed to
govern this new proyince i tne Perfian em-
pire. Xerxes gave a favourable anfwer to
thefe propofals, remitted large fums of money
to gain over the Grecian leaders, and appointed
Artabazus to aflift in accomplifhing the revo-
lution.

INTox1cATED Wwith the dreams of ambi-
tion, and dazzled with the profpe@ of fu-
ture greatnefs, Paufanias on a fudden affumed 3
new character, and affe&ted a different beha-
viour. Ambitious without policy, he could
not conceal his defigns till the moment of
execution; but exchanged at once the fim-
plicity and frugality of the Spartan life for
the magnificent manners and fuperb luxuries
of Perfia. . He was {urrounded by a guard of
Perfians, became ditficult of accefs to the
other commanders, and difplayed the equi-
page and ftate of an eaftern defpot; he re-

I quired,
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guired extraordinary honours o be paid to his
perfon, treated the allies with infufferable in-,
folence, and by the tenor of his whole con-
duct rendered the Spartan dominion odious toe
all the confederates.

"Tue Jonians in particular complained,
that they had been no fooner delivered from

the fetters of Perfian tyranny, than they had

been fubjected to the more {evere and oppref-
five domination of Sparta.» The fecret com-
parifon which they formed between this
haughty, unperious, and *tyrannical condu&,
and the juftice, moderation, and affability of
Arutides and Cimon, induced the allies, with
one confent, to abjure the defpotic authority of
Sparta, and range themfelves under the gene-
rous protection,and gentle dominionof Athens.
To the honour of the Spartans, they had the
moderation, or magnanimity, or policy, to re-
nounce their claim to the fuperiority which
they had hitherto exercifed over the reft of the
Greeks. The Ephori, who faw that their in-
ftitutions were in danger, waved for a while
all other confiderations, and fullenly acqui-
¢fced in the fupremacy of Athens*.
Accusep of having carried on a treafon-

% Hfocrat, Panathen,
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able correfpondence with the enemy, Paufa-
nias was recalled by the fenate of Sparta to
give an account of his condu&. Sufficient
evidence of malverfation was found, though
not enough to conwi¢t him of treafon ; and by
diftributing a portion of his prodigious wealth
among his judges, he was only fined, and dif-

‘mifled from his office.  The Spartans, to re-

move the odium which the infolence of a
fingle tyrant had excited among the allies, fub-
ftituted in his place feveral commanders with
divided authority. Paufanias returned in a pri-
vate capacity with thefe officers to By zantium,
and again refumed the pomp of Perfian man-
ners, and renewed his fecret pradtices with
Artabazus. His increafing arrogance and vio-
lence rendering him obnoxious to the Athe-
nians, he was obliged to retire to Colonne, a
city of Troas. ‘There he received an order
from the Ephori, bearing the folemn form of
the Scytale *, to return to Sparta, under the pe-

# The Scygale was a fmall flip of Parchment, rolled on
wood, and then ftamped with the decree of the common-
wealth. Fvery Spartan in authority had 4 tally, which cor-
refponded with this roller, and upon receiving any com-
mands from the [enate, purporting to be in form of the
feytale, he rolled the paichment on his tally, and if the
wusting kept 1ts proper arrangement, he was certain that
the command was authentic.

nalty
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nalty of being declared a public enemy, and
traitor tg his country. He complied with the
fummons, and on his return was brought to
trial before the judges. He was a fecond time
acquitted, and {et at liberty, partly by the influ-
ence of I}is enormous wealth, and partly
through the deficiency of legal evideace, it
being the eftablithed cuftom of the Ephori
never to condema a Spartan to death without
a full and dire& proof of *the crime laid to
his charge. This was at laft furnithed by the
condu¢t of Paufanias. O#fe of his flaves, en-
trufted with a letter from his mafter to Arta-
bazus, having obferved that none of the cou-
riers employed in this intercourfe ever re-
turned, broke open the letter, and there found
the ufual hint to difpatch the bearer. This
writing he carried to the Ephori, who advifed
him to take refuge in the temple of Neptune
thither he was foon followed by Paufanias, to
interrogate him concerning his conduét; while
the Ephori, who were concealed in a corner of
the temple, overheard their mutual-confeffions,
and found fufficient grounds of conviction from
the teflimony of the traitor himfelf. The
hallowed edifice prevented him from being im-
mediately feized; he was permitted to retire
in fafety ; and having private notice that his

life
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c u ae. life wasin danger, he took refuge in the tem-

xv1iT. ple of Minerva. Itwas held unlawful to take
him by violence from this afylum; but the
entrance to the fane was blocked up by
ftones ; the walls werc furrcunded by guards,
and Paufanias perithed by famine.

Thz death of this traitor did not reftore
his country to her antient pre-eminence in
Greece. A few of the Pedopoanefian ftates
acknowledged the dominion of Sparta, and
fubmitted to the authority of the comman-
ders who fucceeded Paufanias; all the other
members of the confederacy unanimoufly
ranged themfelves under the ftandard of A-
thens, and entrufted the command of the con-
federated fleet to the calm wifdom and con-
firmed virtue of Ariftides. The management
of the national treafury of Greece was com-
mitted to the fame uncorrupted and benevo-
lent hands. Hitherto the contributions of
money neceffary for carrying on the war
againft the Perfians had been impofed by the
Spartans ; but in proportions {o inadequate to
the refpective ability and opulence of the fe-
veral cities as occafioned frequent animofities
and contentipns. The virtuous Ariftides ex-
ercifed this difficult and delicate office with no
lefs prudence than equity. The whole an-

nual
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nual fax amoynted to four hundred and fixty
talents*, and it was proportioned with fuch
accuracy and impartiality, that all the fates
acquiefced without a murmur.

WhaiLE Aiiftides was advancing the intereft,
and enjoying the confidence of his country
abroad, Themiftocles was doomed to feel its
ingratitude and capricioufnefs at home. His
unboynded pafliop for power, and his too fre~
quently reminding the Athgnians of the fignal
fervices he had rendered to the republic, pro-
voked the refentment of a giddy multitude,
and he was banithed by the oftracifm.

THuis temporary ingratitude of the Athe-
nians would not probably have been of long
duration, and Themiftocles would have foon
regained his confcquence at Athens, had not
the Spartans, at this critical period, accufed
him of having been an accomplice with Pau-
fanias, and demanded his perpetual banifh~
ment or death as the only adequate punith-
ment for his crimes.

THEMISTOCLES was at this time an un-
popular charaéter at Athens; the infolent de-
mand was therefore too eafily complied with,
although the accufation was unfupported by

* About ninety thoufand pounds,
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proof. It is true that Paufanias had difclofed
his defigns to Themiftocles after he was ex-
pelled his country; and painting the injuf-
tice and ingratitude of the Athenians in the
ftrongeft colours, had prefled him to join in
the confpiracy; but Themiftocles rejected
the propofal with indignation, and refufed to.
join in the plot, though he concealed what
*had been entrufted to him as a fecret. He
anfwered by letter to the calumnies with
which he had been charged, and reprefented
te the Athenians * That, as he had ever been
paflionately fond of ruling, and would fuffer
no man to lord it over him, they mightjudge
of the probability of his forming a defign to
deliver up himfelf and all Greece to the ty-
ranny of enemies and barbarians.”

Having been informed that the Athe-
nian people, convinced of his guilt, had ordered
him to be feized, that he might be tried by
the Amphictyonic affembly, he retired to the
ifland of Corcyra, and from thence to Epirus.
Finding himfelf fill puriued by the Atheni-
ans and Lacedemonians, he took refuge at the
court of Admetus, king of the Moloili, who
had retained the deepeft refentment againft
him, becaufe the Athenrians had refufed him
their aid, while Themiftocles was in the ple-

nitude
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nitude of his power. Struck however at fee-
ing the greateft man of Greece, and thc con-
queror of Afia, in his power, that pum,e re-
mvud him! with generofity, and refolved to
prote¢t him. But Sparta and Athens having
thcatened *Admetus with! war, Themiftocles
was compelled to feek another afylum, and
ventured to retire to Perfla, where a reward
of two hundred tglents had been offered to any
one who would deliver him pp. His character,
the revolutions in his fortune, the verfatility
of his genius, and his facilify in learning the
Janguage, and adopting the manners of the
Perfians, recommended him to the new king
Artaxerxes, who gave him a palace to live in,
married him to a noble lady, and loaded him
with favours and honours.

Artnoucs there be no fufficient reafon
to charge him with treafon, he had been re-
markably attentive to increafe his private for-
tune, looking upon wealth as a ftep to power.
His friends had fecured, and remitted to him
his moft valuable effects ; yet it is faid he left
property in Athens to the amount of a hun-
dred talents *.

From the ecagernefs and rapacity with

* About twenty thoufand pounds.
which
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which this was feized by the Athenians, we
may fairly conclude that to his riches he in a
great meafure owed his condemnation.
WaiLe Paufanias was punithéd for his
crimes, and Themittocles was banithed on ac-
count of his celebrity, bis power, and his opu-
lence, Ariftides died of old age, to the uni-
verfal regret of his countrymen. He re-
mained in honourable poverty while he fu-
perintended the public treafury, and had all
the wealth of Greece at his difpofal. The
republic at his death boie the expences of his
funeral. His fon Lyfimachus was educated,
and his daughters were married and portioned
at the public expence. Plato delineates his
charadter in a fingle expreflion, “ Themifto-
cles, Cimon, and Pericles, adorned the city
with fplendid edifices, porticoes, and ftatues ;
Ariftides ftudied to fill Athens with virtue.”
By the banithment of Themiftocles, and
the death of Ariftides, the condu@ of the
Perfian war devolved on Cimon, the fon of
Miltiades. His filial affection m difcharging
the fine impofed on his father, in erder to
obtain the privilege of burying his dead body,
early introduced him to the public efteem.
In the two memorable engagements at Sala-
mis and Platea, he fignalized his valour, and
attracted
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attratted the admiration of his country. Arif-
tides conceived an affe@ionate regard for this
young hego, and difcerncd in his early efforts a
capacity for the moft important offices of the
ftate. To the talents requifite for public af-
fairs, he added the fofter qualities of private
life ; and, while his courage and condudt, di-
re¢ted by juftice and moderation, conciliated
the jarring interetts of the confederated forces,
his amiable difpofition, and’ indulgent huma-
nity, endeared him to his fellow citizens.
The firft operations of the fleet under his
command were direCted againft the towns of
Eion and Amphipolis, fituated on the coaft
of Thrace, near the river Strymon. Amphi-
polis was taken, and, as the country was fruit-
ful, he eftablifhed there a colony, confifting of
ten thoufand Athenians. Eion made an ob-
ftinate refiftance, and its fingular fate deferves
to be recorded. It was in the power of Boges,
the Perfian gevernor, tohave capitulated, and
to have retired t8 Afia with his family and all
his effe@s ; but this he reckoned inconfiitent
with the zeal and fidelity he owed to his fo-
vereign, and determined to perith rather than
furrender. ‘The city was affaulted with fury,
and defended with the moft perfevering bra-
very. Driven to defgairat laft by famine, he

Vor. II. K with,
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c H A p. with his companions mounted the walls, and

XVIII.

threw all their gold and filver into the Stry-
mon ; then defcending, they fet fire to a fu-
ncral pile, into which they threw their wives
and children, after rhey had flain them with
their own hands, and then defperately ruthed
themfelves into the burning pile*.

Tue whole coatt of Europe, which had
been fubject to t}:e Perfians, now yielded to
the Grecian arms. Cimon, with the Athe-
nian reinforcements, with thofe of the various
iflands, and the maritime towns of the Ionian
coafi, found his fleet augmented to the num-
ber of three hundred gallies, and therefore in
a condition to purfue the enemy into Afia.

He failed direétly towards the coaft of Ca-
12, and, affifted by the natives, reduced, in a
fhort time, ail the Perfian fortrefles in that
province.  Lycia foon afterwards yielded te
the conqueror.  Plafelis alone, fecretly aided
by the Chians, who ferved in the fleet of Ci-
mon, made an obftinate refiftance; but they
were at laft obliged to capitulate, to pay a
contribution of ten talents, and join their
whole naval force to the Grecian armament.

Ar1kRr the affaffination of Xerxes, by Ar-

* Diud, Sic, lib. ii, Plat. in Cimon.

tabanus,
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tabanus, captain of his guards, his third fon cwu A P.
Artaxerxes, known by the appellation of XVIIL. '
Longimanus, was raifed to the throne. The
dangers which threatened a fceptre, acquired
by intrjgue and affaffinktion, occupied the
beginning of his reign, and prevented him
from turning his attention to the Grecian
conquefts and invafion, But after he was
firmly feated on "the throng, he hegan to think
of ftopping the progrefs of the Giceks in
the leffer Afia. Having ,recovered the ifland
of Cyprus, he meditated the defence of Pam-
phylia, which lay open to the attacks of the
enemy. For this purpofe he eolleted a
numerous army on the banks of the Eu-
rymedon, while his fleet, of four hundred
fail, was ordered to approach the mouth
of that river, to co-operate with the land
army.

Tuk enterprife which Artaxerxes had fore-
fecn, was now undertaken by Cimon. The
Grecian fleet, confifting of two hundred and
fifty gallies, engaged the Perfian near the coaft
of Cyprus. The engagement was obftinate
and blocdy. The barbariun fleet was at Jait
defeated, and, being vigoroufly purfued to
the coaft of Cyprus, the veflels were aban-

K 2 doned
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€ H A P. doned by their crews, and fell into the hands
XVIIL.  of the conquerors *.

Cimon had now on board his fleet above
twenty thoufand Perfians. The army, which
was encamped on tht banks of the Euryme-
don, were ftill ignorant of the battle, and its
confequences. From thefe circumftances the
Intuitive difcernment of Cimon conceived a
ftratagem for furprifing the Perfian camp,
which was carried into execution on the even-
ing of the fame day. A chofen body of
Greeks drefled themfclves in the Perfian ha-
bit, and embarking in the Perfian vefiels,
failed up the river Eurymedon. 7They were
received without fufpicion into the camp,
as countrymen and friends. Having thus
gained admiffion, on a Grecian fignal, they
attacked with every advantage an aftonifhed
and unprepared enemy. When Cimon had
penetrated to the general’s tent, the whole
army was feized with an univerfal confterna-
tion and panic; a few faved themfelves by
flight, the reft fell without refiftance by the
hands of an enemy, the more formidable from
being unexpected and unknown.

Having gained two celebrated victories in

* Thucid, hib. i. cap. 137.

one
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ene day, Cimon returned in triumph to A-
thens, with a prodigious number ofoprifoners,
and the immenfe fpoils of the Perfian camp.
After a fenth had been dedicated to Apollo, a
confiderable part of the remainder was em-
ployed in ftrengthening the harbour and the
fortificattons of Athens. Cimon received a
valuable thare as general, which he beftowed
on the public. ,He erected various ftru&ures
for the ornamgnt of the city; planted the
academy with groves, laid it out in delightful
walks, and introduced Jdnto it a flream of
water. He ordered his delightful gardens and
orchards to be at all times open to his fel-
low citizens. He kept an abundant, but
plain table, to which he invited all perfons:
rich and poor, citizens and {lrangers were
made welcome ; and he affifted with his libe-
rality, not only particular friends, but the
greater part of the Athenians. When he
walked through the city, the fervants who at-
tended him, had orders to put money privately
into the hands of the poorer citizens; and to
give cloaths o fuch as were in want of them,
This magnificent liberality of Cimon was
practifed without oftentatiun, or interefted
motives ; for he acted fpontaneoufly not po-
litically, apnd with regard to party was in-

K3 violably
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cuapy violably attached to the fide of the noa

XVIII.

bility.

In the following year Cimon failed towards
the Hellefpont, and, having expelled the Per-
fians from the Thracian Cherfone(us, of which
they had lately taken poffeffion, he laid fiege
to Thafus, whofe inhabitants had’ revolted
againft the Athenians. This fiege is remark-
able for having continued three years, and for
the obftinate rcfiflance of the befieged, by
which they expefed themfelves to the fevereft
calamities of war. 1t was declared a capital
offence for any perfon to talk of furrendering
the city; and the women, no lefs inflexible,
cut off their hair to make ropes for the mi-
litary engines. The city accordingly with-
ftood the befiegers, till famine had carried off
moft of its inhabitants,

Cimon next fet fail to the thore oppofite to
Thrace, and landing his troops feized on all
the gold mines on thofe coafts, and fubdued the
country as far as Macedonia.

Tur Greeks were meditating an expedition
againft the Perflan garrifons in Cyprus, in
order to poflels themfelves of that fertile and
delightful ifland, when the troubles of Egypt
opened a new career to their arms. The
Egyptians, difgufted with a foreign yoke, re-

volted
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volted from Artaxerxes, and chofe Inarus, an
adventurous Libyan chief, for their king.
Neither deficient in valour nor in policy, this
prince difpatched an embufly to Athens, re-
quefting the affiftance of that victoricus com-
monwealth to deliver them from the odious
yoke of+ Perfian bondage, which they had
fong felt and lamented *.

TruE Athenians, equally defirous to hum-
ble the pride and to fhare the fpoils of Per-
fia, accepted the invitation with pleafure, and
ordered their fleet of gwo hundred fhips,
which was deftined againft Cyprus, to fail
for Egypt. Soon after their ar‘rival in that
kingdom, an army of three hundred thoufand
men, under the command of Achemenes, one
of the brothers of Artaxerxes, appeared on
the banks of the Nile. A great battle was
fought, in which the Perfian general and 2
hundred thoufand of his foldiers were flain.
Thofe who efcaped fled to Mempbhis, the ca-
pital of the kingdom; the victors immedi-
ately purfued them, and foon became mafters
of two divifions of the city ; but the Per-
fians having fortified themfelves in the third,
which, from the colour of its works, had

* Thucidid. Iib, 1.
K4 obtained
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gorous fiege commenced, which was fuf-
tained with perfeverance and obftinacy on the
part of the befieged. '

To make. a diverfion of the Athcnian
forces, Artaxerxes fent ambafladors to the
Lacedazmonians, with the moft profufe offers,
to engage them to make war againft the
Athenians. This offer being rejected, he
raifed another and more formidable army than
the former, and gave the command of it to
Megabazus, a man equally renowned for his
condu¢t and bravery. Exhaufted by the fa-
tigues of a fevere fervice, and enfeebled by
the difcafes of a torrid climate, Inarus was
compelied to raife the fiege; and, being de-
feat.d in an .ngagement, retreated with the
remains of the allied army to Biblos, a city
in the ifland of Profopis, which is furrounded
by two arms of the Nile, In befieging Pro-
fopis, the Perfians had recourfe to an extra-
ordinary expedient; by divcrting that arm of
the Nile in which the Athenian fleet lay,
they opened a paflage for the whole army to
enter the ifland.  Inarus capitulated, and the
Egyptians laid down their arms. The Greeks,
with their ufual intrepidity, fet fire to the
fleet, and refolved to die fword in hand, like

the
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the Spartan band at the batfle of Thermo- c#i a ».
pyle. Struck, perhaps alarmed with their xvirs.
heroic refolution, Mcgabazus thought it pru-
dent to allow them to retire in fafety. They
attempted to reach the Grecian fettlements
it Cyrenaica ; but few of them ever revifited
their native country, the greater part perifhed
in the burning fands of Libya. In addition to
this feries of calamities, a reinforcement of
fixty fhips, which the Athenians had fent to
the aid of their countrymen in Egypt, was
defeated and deftroyed im that very arm of
the Nile which had already proved fo dif-
aftrous to the Greeks.

THus ended the fatal war carried on by
the Athenians during fix years in Egypt;
that kjngdom pow fubmitted to the con-
queror, and was reunited to thc empire of
Artaxerxes.

THEsE calamities abroad, together with
troubles at home, which fhall he mentioned
in the fequel, prevented the Athenians from
their long-projeéted expedition againft Cy-
prus. They however at laft equipped a fleet
of two hundred veflels, which failed for Cy-
prus under the command of Cimon. Having
notice that the Pheenician and Cicilian fleets
were at fea, Cimon determined to bring them

to
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to an engagement before they could land their
fuccours, upon the ifland. His attack was
fuccefsful, above a hundred fhips were taken ;
the remainder tcok refuge on the coaft of
Cilicia; whither being purfued by the Greeks,
they were totally 8efeated, and the Perfian
detachments who marched to fupport them
involved in their deftruétion. "The Grecian
flect returned in trivmph to Cyprus. The fiege
of Salamis, the next objeét of Cimon, proved
unfuccefsful, from the confequences of a
wound he had reccived in the attack of Ci-

tium, which prevented his wonted exertion.
Tirrp with a war, in which he had fufs
tained fo many difafters and defeats, Artax-
crxes fent orders to his generals to conclude
a peace: with the Athenians.  Plenipoten-
tiaries were chofen on both fides, and the
terms of the treaty were as honourable and
advantagcous to Athens and its allies as they
were bumiliating to the Perfians. The con-
ditions of peace were the following :—¢ That
all the Grecian colonies and cities in leffer
Afia thould be declared free and indepen-
dent ; that no Perfian fhip of war was to ap-
pear on the feas between the Cyanean and Che-
lidoniun iflands, that is, from the Euxine fea
to the coaft of Pamphilia; that the armies
of
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of the Great K.ing were not to approach c 4 A p,
within three days journey of the {fea on the xviir

Afiatic coaﬂ:, and that the Athenians and
their allic} thould withdraw their forces from
Cyprus, and abftain from invading the domi-
nions of the Perfian king."

Such was the termination of a war, which,
from the burning of Sardis, had continued
with little interguption during the fpace of
fifty-one years; a war no lefs remarkable for
igs ftriking events than its important confe-
quences, and glorious conclufion. A fmall
but magnanimous republic, which firft refufed
to acknowledge the ufurped authority of the
Great King, defended its liberty againft the
whole force of the Perfian empire, brandithed
in 1ts turn the hoftile fword, and, making Afia
not only the feat of war but of victory, dic~
tated to its haughty invader the moft humi-
liating conditions of peace.

WHiLE the treaty was negociating, Cimon
died of the wounds he had received at the
fiege of Citium. He was the laft of the
Grecian generals who performed any memo-
rable atchievement againft the Perfians, and
was long remembered and regretted by his
countrymen for all the qualities which ennoble
the hero, or adorn the man,

Tz
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Tue fudden rife and cxtraordinary progrefs
of the Athenian empire was not beheld with-
out emotion and envy by the Grecian ftates.
The Spartans, in particular, were aeeply af-
feCted with the rapid profperity of their an-
tient rival.  Their fall from the r former pre-~
eminence in Greece, the command of the con-
federated allies conferred on the Athenianse
the valuable conquefts and cclebrated vic-
tories of Cimon,-who daily added to the
wealth and fplendor of his country, were
ferioufly felt by ¢he jealous ariftocracy of
Sparta, who had determined to make war on
the Athenians, twenty years before the con-
clufion of the peace with Perfia. But the
immediate burft of their lurking animofity
was {ufpended by a calamity fudden, dreadful,
and unexpected. A tremendous earthquake
laid Spaita in ruins, and twenty thoufand La-
cedemonians perifhed in this devaftation. To
heighten the calamity, the flaves or helots,
confidering this as a favourable occafion to re-
cover their iberty, affembled in crawds from
the villages, and attempted to maffacre fuch as
had efcaped the earthquake; but finding
them affembled, and drawn up in order of
battle, by the prudent forefight of Archi-
damus, they retired from the capital, and,

ftrengthened
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firengthened by the Meflenians, took pof- cu a p.
feflion of the firong fortrefs Ithomé, from XVILL.
which they continued to infeft for many
vears the territorics of Laconia. The Spar-
tans, who were not fkilful in fieges, could not
expel this inteftine enemy ; accordingly, in the
third year of the war, they applied for affift-
ance to the Athenians, who had acquired dif-
tinguifhed reputdtion in this branch of mili-
tary fervice, Ephialtes the orator, who be-
longed to the party of Pericles, maintained,
that, fo far from affifting an ambitious rival,
they ought to congratulate themfelves upon
her difgrace, and {uffer Sparta to be buried
under her own ruins. The generous foul of
Cimon adopting better maxims of policy,
expofed the dangerous ambmon that would
thus injure the general caufe of Greece, and
leave Athens without a counterpoife. The
required affiftance was therefore fent under
his command; but the Spartans, fufpicious
that the Athenians favoured the Helots and
Meflenians, foon difmmified them, on pretence
they were no longer wanted ; and, as the other
auxiliarics were retained, the Athenians eafily
peoetrated their true motives, and conceived

a juft refentment for this inftance of jealoufy
and difti uft.
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cH AP, By the affittance of the Pifans, and other
xVIII. ftates hoitile to Sparta, the fortrefs of Ithomé
held out ten years. The Lacedemorians were
fo much exhaufted by this war, that the
Helots and Meflenians, though at laft obliged
to furrendcr, obtained terms which plainly in-
dicated the enfecbled ftate of Sparta: they
swere permitted to retire in pcace from the
Peloponnefus with their fimilies and effes.
The Athenians, to punith the Spartans for
their unjuft fufpicmns, received thefe wan-
dering exiles with kmdnefs, and afligned Nau-
pactus, a fea-port on the Criffean gulph, for a
place of fottlement.

ARrGos, the next powerful republic of the
Peloponnefus, at this time weakened by in-
ternal commotions, could make no oppofition
to the increafing power of Athens. From
vatious motives, the Argives had not joined
the Grecian confedcracy duting the Perfian
war. DMycenz, with the other principal
cities in the Argive territory, either really
moved with wuidignation at this derelition of
the common caule, or glad of fo fair a pre-
tence for revolt, loudly exclaimed that traitors
to Greece were unworthy to rule over them,
and; fupported by foreign alliance, afflumed and
mainteined independence. Sumilar caufes con-

tributed
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tributed to enfeeble and lower the confidera- ¢ 1 a .
tion of the Theban republic. The conduct XVIiL.
of this flate during the Perfian invafion was
held in deteftation by the finaller communities
in Beeotia, and they unanimoufly determined
to thake off the Theban yoke. The The-
bans, unable to affert their fuperiority, gave
way for a time to the combination ; but when
they beheld the® Spartans, after the recovery
of Ithomé, in a condition to affift them, they
endeavoured, by promifing their moft cordial
efforts againft the Athenians, to obtain the
aid of Sparta to reinftate them in their former
dominion over Bwotia. The propofal was
accepted by the Spartan fenate, whoie paffions
and policy were cqually interefted in raifing
a rival to Athens beyond the ifthmus.  Dur-
ing their preparations for this important pui-
poie, Myronides the Atheman general was
fent with fifteen thoufand men to fupport
the Beeotian confederacy. A decifive vittory
which he obtained near the walls of Tanagra,
which Diodorus compares to thofe of Mara-
thon and Platea, eftablithed for a time the
independency of the Beeotian cities, and the
humiliation of Thebes. Pericles, who had
now affumed the government of Athens,
placed Athemian garrifons in feveral of the

8 Beotian
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Beeotian fortreiies, and, having fent Tolmidas
to {cour the coaft of the enemy, he next year
appcared there in perfon, a terror and feourge
to the Lacedemonians and their allies; but
foon after the rath and precipitate Tolmidas
was totally defeated and flain in an attack

upon Thebes; and this important check
.given to their carcer induced the Athenians
to liften to terms of accommodation. They
agreed, on condition that their citizens, who
had been made prifoners in the late engage-
ment, were reftored, to abandon their con-
quefls in Beeotia, and to relinquifh all preten-
fions to Megara and Corinth.

Sucn was the truce of thirty years, cons
cluded by Chares for Athens, and Charoudas
for the allies, in the fourteenth year preceding
the Peloponnefian war.

Tuis treaty, although it circumfcribed the
ambition of the Athenians in one dire@ion,
left them at liberty to purfue it in another.
It threw no obftacle in the way of their long-
projected fcheme of diftant domination.

Tuis defign, equally daring and magnifi-
cent, was fnally accomplithed by Pericles,
whofe extraordinary charaéter merits a parti-
cular delineation.

He was defcended from the moft illuftrious

families
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families in Athens. His father Xantippus
commanded at the celebrated battlecof My~
calé, and his mother Agarifta was niece to
Clifthenes, who expelled the Pififtratide.
His education was entrufted to the firft phi-
lofophers of the age, particularly. Anaxagoras
of Clazomené, denominated the Intelligence,
from his being among the firft who taught
that all human affairs were under the direc-
tion of a wifc and benevolent Mind, who pre-
fided over the univerfe. From the ftudy of
philofophy, which was then confined to a
few, he derived an elevation of mind and a
dignity of character, which prepared him to
act a fuperior part in public life : but, though
attached to this {cience, he did not lofe the
ftatefman in the philofopher; but felecting
what was ufeful to his future purpefes, gave
his chief application to the ftudy of elo-
quence, the great engine of influence and
power in a popular government. He pof-
fefled a natural elocution, which he cultivated
and refined with all the graces of art. A
ftriking dignity of manner and deportment,
an uncommon elevation of fentimegt, an ani-
mated elegance of gftile, accompanied with
the graces of a melodious voice, operated like

You. II. L enchantment
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cH A P. enchantment on the Athenian aflembly ; and
xv11l. raifed him to a kind of abfolute power in the
ssesusm——= hearts of the people. The cotemposary poets
aflerted that he lightned, thundered, and

agitated all Greece.

Fue dawn of fuch fuperior talents, inftead
of contributing to his fudden elevation, ren-
dered hum the objeét of fufpicion to jealous
republicans, who fancied they remarked in his
vigorous and dccifive character fomething
which might bear the commonwealth from
its proper bias. His perfon, countenance,
apd voice were {aid to refemble thofe of Puif-
tratus, who, by popular virtues and fpecious
arts, had overturned the free government of
his country. As Pesicles had caretully {tu-
died the genius and character of the Athe-
nians, he knew that an averfion to tyranny, an
unbounded love of hberty, and a jealoufy of
fuch citizens as were diftinguithed by their
birth or great talents, were the predominant
paflions of that people. To remove their
jealoufies, and elude their apprehenfions, he
withdrew from the fcene of public affairs,
and leaving the city for the camp, feemed
only folicitous for military honours. His abi-
lities, which qualified bim to excel in every

dire&ion,
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direction, foon raifed him to diftinétion in arms,
and he was held inferior only to Cithon’ in
‘military merit.

WuEeN Ariftides was dead, Themiftocles
banithed, and Cimon engaged in foreign ex-
peditions,.he judged it a proper feafon to ap-
pear on the public fcene, and affume the cha-
racter of 4 ftatefman. In hisabfence he had
formed a ftrong" party in his favour by his
agents Charinus, Epialtes, and Menippus, be-
fore his opponents were aware ; and taken 1
ftrong hold in the affections of the people,
which their united powers and policy could
niot loofe. To thake the credit and authority
of his rival Cimon, who admired the Spartan
conftitution, and fupported the power of the
nobles, he devoted himfelf entitely to the
party of the people. He not only defended
the interefts of the multitude againft the rich
ahd noble, but appeared to adopt their foi-
bles ; he flattered their vanity, indulged theit
tafte for pleafure and profufion, and carefully
kept alive their antient antipathy to the Spar-
tans, who, as the hanghty lords of Greece,
weré particularly obnoxious to th# Athenian
populace. As his. fortune did not permit
him to equal the magnificent entertainments
and profufe donations of Cimon, he made it

L2 hisg.
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his firft care to infinuate himielf into that
branch ofs the adminiftration which held the
management of the public funds. He could
then oppofe profufion to profufion, and, in
the abfence of private wealth, fquandered the
treafures of the ftate.

THE fituation ef the times, and {ome
changes which had gradually taken place in
the Athenian government, favoured the views
and meafurcs of Pericles, to alter the balance
of the commonvealth, and raife the confe-
quence of the pcople.

Wuen the Athenians, in confequerce of
the Spartan incapacity, and the trcachery of
Paufanias, were raifcd to the command of the
fleet, they were alfo appointed to the ma-
nagement of the national treafury of Greece.
Afyftem of conquefts by fea, of maritime em~
pire, and at laft of dominion over her allies,
was the natural confequence of the particular
fituation of Athens at that period.

TuE annual {ubfidy entrufted to the admi-
niftration of the Athenians amounted to four
hundred and fixty talents; from this and
other refources, ten thoufand talents had been
gradually amafled. This common treafure
was depofitcd at Declos, but was intirely at
the command of the Athenians ; nor was their

difpofal
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difpofal of thefe public funds accounted for ¢ A .
to the other flates of the league.  Their {fove- XVIIL
reignty over the perfons of the allies was
as firmly eftablithed as over their fortunes,
while the military authority of Cimon was
ftrengthened by the affe@ion and gratitude of
the Afiatic and other Greeks, whom he ref-
cued from danger, or delivered from oppref-
{ion.

Besipes the fubfidies in'money with which
the allies were taxed, they were obliged to
furnifh their complement of fhips and of men.
Many of the fcattered iflands and petty ftates,
arew weary of perpetual hoftilities, when
there were no enemics to invade, and no dan-
gers to alarm ; and were defirous of repairing
the ravages of war, by an affiduous attention
to the arts of peace.” The Athcnians took
advantage of this difpofition which began ic
prevail among the allies, and allowed fuch
{tates as were averfe to the toils and the dan-
gers of war, to compound for military fervice,
by furnifthing a ceitain number of fhips, and
an annual contribution of money. Two im-
portant confequences followed from this event;
an increafe of their revenue, and anextenfion of
their empire.  This contribution, at firft vo~
luntary, foon amounted to 2 hundred thoufand

Lj pound,
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cuae pound. It was gradually augmented and
xvIil. raifed by Pericies to three times the original
= fum*. A prodigious income, corfidering that
.the proportional value of money to labour,

was then ten times higher than at prefent.

THE powcr and empire of the Athenians
were extended by the fame means.  The al-
lies, from being warlike in the field, began
mﬁnnbly to lofa their martiel {pirit, and ap-
plying to hufbandry or menial trades, ac-
quired the mean and degrading {pirit of thefe
profeffions, The Athenians on the other
hand, being continually engaged in meritime
or military expeditions, acquired courage, cm-
bition, a {pirit of enterprize, and all the qua-
lities which lead to fuperiority and dominion,
Thus the people purchafed mafters to them-
felves at their own expence; and they wno
had formerly been confederates and allies, be-
came now in fome meafure the fubjeéts and
tributarics of the Athenians.

OTuer flates who penctrated the policy,
and wifhed to prevent the defigns of the ruling
republic, withdrew from its command; but
this proved only fatal to them{clves, for thefe
refratory ftates being fubdued, became an

% Thucydid, lib, 1.
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acceffion to the dominion of the Athenians. ¢ H A P,
Thus their fuperiority at {ca was ftrengthened XVIIIL
by the conquefts of Agina and Eubeea; and
thus the contumacy or the Thafians afforded
a pretence for the {cizure of their gold mines,
and ferved to incrcafe the funds of the re-
public.

Tue contributions to the general depofit,
which were at {git voluntary, were foon con-
verted into a permanent revenue, {rom which
period the Atheniuns adopted a fixed {cheme
of conqueft, and a concested {yftem of com-
mand. As republics are the moft defpotic of
all governments, Imperious exaltions were
often niade, and tyrannical decrees enacted by
the affembly of the people, that affeéled the
independency of the inferior ftates in alliance ;
till the tovereignty of Athen. became {G firmly
eftablithed on procedents and habit, that many
of the petty republics decnied 1t expedient to
negoclate terms of fubmiflion. Not fatisfied
witi this natural curreut of doininion, they
embroiled themfelves in the quarrcls of their
neighbours to extend their own power ; and
holding cut proteliion to every free city, found
1 1ts inte.tine commotions 2w means of ufur-
pation, and in its foreign wars new fubjcds
of conqueit.  The Megareans applicd for

L a4 their
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cuA'p. their aid againft Corinth; and the confe-
XVIIL.  quence was the ftationing of an Athenian
garrifon in the citadel of Megara: the Mile-
fians required their affiftance againft Samos;
and the refult of the alliance with Miletus
was the pofleflion' of Samos. Whenever
they were called to the affiftance of a ftate or
city againft its enemies, it was their conftant
policy to fend fome of their fuperfluous num-
bers to inhabit partof the conquered or ceded
territory ; and {uch a colony was always found
to be an encroaching neighbour, and in times
of trouble an imaperious garrifon *. So at-
tached were the Athenians to this mode of
cclonization, that Pericles fent out a number
of emigrants, who feized the country of the
Sybarites, and under the name of Thufis, efta-
blithed a fetidement in Italy, which continued
to acknowledge the Athenian name and au-
thority.

I iave already mentioned the attempts of
Sparta, Thebes, and Argos, to reduce the
power, and circumicribe the dominions of
Athens.  On one occafion only they were
fuccefsful.  The army of Tolmidas was en-
tirely defeated at Coronca by the Baotian

¥ Thucydid, lib, 1. Diod, Sic. Lib. 13.
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forces ; but this was only a check to the ambi-
tion, not to the greatnefs of Athens. Thepower
of that republic was not deftined to ufurp the
fovereignty of inland provinces, it was rather
adapted to diffufe itfelf on coafts and on iflands.
They had indeed captured fome cities, and
colonized fome territories in Thrace, in Thef-
faly, and Upper Greece ; but their dominion”
{pread with greater facility, as well as fecurity
con the maritime countried of Cherfonefe, of
the Helle{pont, and of Afia Minor, and pre-
vailed in the iflands of AYina, Eubea, Lem-
nos, Samos, and Zacynthus.

ConNsIDERING the commonwealth as in-
ftituted by Solon, and re-eftablithed by Clif-
thenes, the great body of the people, though
in pofleflion of freedom, had little influence
in the government. Superior opulence, and
hereditary dignities {eparated the Patrician fa-
milies from the Plebeian, and the legiflature
had entrufted the higher funions of the ftate
exclufively to the former, from whofe rank
in Life refponfibility was to be expected. But
various caufes had contributed, in the times I
am now reviewing, to raife the plebeian fcale
and give confequence to the people. The Per-
fian war had raifed every name to reputation

that
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e A'p. that was inferibed on the trophg#ag Marathon
Xviil. while the rich {poils of Platea anc Mycalé, By~
P s antium and Eurymedon, devolved hereditary
opulence to the family of almoft every com-
batant in thefe memorable engagements.

Tuz riches of the conquerors owed from
the threefold fource of pluad.r, territory,
and captives taken in war; the fint pro-
tured competence and indepencence to the
citizens; the laft, employed in the menizl
arts, gave them leifure to mingle in the coun-
cils of their country, with the elevation and
confequence of men who had fought hcr bat-
tles, and ¢onduced to her vilories,

From this influx of wealthh among the in-
ferior ranks, the Cenfus was increafed, mwore
(itizens crowded into public life, and the ftatg
of Athens became more democratic,

Even the virtuous, but fomctimes impo-
litic Ariftides, in order to conciliate ghe people
to his defigns, weakencd the bafis of the con-
ftitution, and by favouring the plebeian feale,
difconcerted the balance of Solon, while he
annulled the exclufive pretenfions of the arifto-
cracy to the archonthip, and procured a law,
by which the Athenian magifirates fhould be
promifcuouily chofen from the four clafles of
citizens, 'This innovation prepared the way

8 for
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for the ftill gegater changes, introduced twenty
years afterwards, and gradually completed by
Pericles ; ; a revolution which gave a new
form to the commonwealth, and finally ter-
minated in the ruin of Athens.

As he bad devoted himfelf to the party of
the people, to fecure their attachment, he
{upplied the defect of his own fortune at the
expence of his cquntry. He divided the con-
quered lands, and diftributed the public re~
venues among the citizens, He annexed pen-
fions to all public employments, and appointed
falaries to thofe who affifted at the public tri-
bunals, and the affemblies of the people. The
new fituation in which the Athenians were
placed with regard to their diftant allies and
colonics, rendered it neceflary to make fome
alterations in their conflitution, Pay was
properly introduced into the Athenian urmy;
when diftant expeditions and the defence of
foreign communities rendered it requifite to
hire foldiers wherever they could be found,
and when the Athenians had not only to arm
in their own defence, but for the protection
of their allies. But no fuch neceflity exifted
for appointing falaries to the whole people of
Athens for the natural exercife of their po-
litical fun¢tions, which they were called upon

to
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€ H A P. to perform, not only from a fenfe of duty, but
XVIIL. a fentiment of dignity. As the progrefs of
=~ corruption Is always flow, a fmall fum, but
which was gradually augmented, was regu-
larly divided among the citizens, for every
deliberation which they held, and every caufe

which they determined.

Tursintroduced another change, ftill more
injurious to the dignity and the morals of
Athens. The defire of reaping thefe emo-
luments of juftice, made the people defirous
of bringing all caufes and deliberations before
their own affemblics and tribunals. This de-
fign was artfully accomplithed by Ephialtes,
a bold and unprincipled demagogue, whom
Pericles employed as a proper engine to effect
fuch meafures as were obnoxious to the better
party in the commonwealth, and fo odious
sthat he durft not fupport them by his own
perfonal authority. While Pericles was en-
gaged in foreign wars, his obfequious and
zealous partizan promoted his ruinous poli-
tics. With the affiftance of a powerful fattion,
he fubverted the fundamental laws and antient
cuflomsofhis country; drew fromthe fenateand
the tribunal of the Arcopagus the cognizance of
the moit important caufes, and thus dcfiroyed
the firmeft bulwarks of the Athealan conflitu-

»on,
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tion. Ephialtes was at laft affaflinated, "but:
not till the evil had taken root; and hence-
forth we fhall find that all important matters of
deliberation were brought, in the firft inftance,
before the popular affembly.

"HavinG contrived to’ gratify the avarice
and the ambition of the Athenian citizens,
Pericles ftudied alfo to indulge their paffion
for pleafure. The people of Athens were ex~
tremely addicted to dramatic entertainments,
end to gratify their propenfity to this fa-
vourite amufement, Pericles ordered theatres
to be erefted of marble, and embellithed with
the moft elegant ornaments of art. He
opened the treafury to furnifh the fuperb de-
corations of the ffage, and appropriated a part
of the public revenue to enable the poorer
citizens to gratify, without expence, their
reigning propenfity. By thefe and fimilar
arts, Pericles had gained fuch an afcendant
over the minds of the pcople, that he pof-
fefled and exercifed abfolute power under a
republican form of government. There was
no difference, fays a Roman hiftorian *, be-
tween Pififtratus and Pericles, except this,
that the one exercifed a tyraunical authority

# Valer. Max, lib. 8, cap. g.
by
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é i A p. by the forte of arms, and the othet by the Vi“;
xviir.  gour of his eloquence.

s Tur revolution which imimediatcly took
place in the charadter, manners, and conduct
of the Athenians, was the natura! confequenceé
of thefe changes in the government, and of
the influence which great and fudden prof-
perity generally operates on the minds of
men, Under the adminiftration of Ariftides,
Citnon, and Pericles, the revenues of the re-
public had been augmented threefold, and
its dominions extended in a far greater propor-
tion. The fertile {cil and happy climate of
Attica, its filver mines and quarries of imar-
ble, had greatly contributed to enrich the in-
duftry of the inhabitants; but its central fitu-
ation in refpect to Greece, to the iflands of
the Egean, to Affa, to the Hellefpont, and to
Egypt, and 1ts commodious havens, open to
,every wind, were advantages which far tran-
fcended thofe of natural produce, or local
wealth. Athens was the refort of the traders
of every country, and the common emporium
of the known world. The Athesdian gallics
comrnanded the eaftern fhores of the Mediter-
ranean, their merchant-men poffeffed the
traffic of the adjacent countries, Their ma-
gazines in the capital abounded with metals,

ebony,
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ebony, ivory, and all the materials of the arts
hat conduce to utility or ornament y and, ac-
cording tp Xenophon*, <« all that was deli~
cious in Sicily, Italy, Cyprus, Egypt, Lydia,
or in Pontus, was in greater excellence at
Athens, and tobe purchafed with-more certaini«
ty than in the re{pective countries.” A people
who had enriched themfelves by commerce,
and war, thougl they were entitled to reap
the fruits of their labours and their victories.
MacGNIFICENCE and elegance in public
edifices, in temples, theatres, ftatues, and
pictures, generally precede the introduction of
luxury into private life. As a patron of the
elegant arts, Pericles merited not only the
praifes of hijs own age, but of all pofterity.
As Themmftocles had fortified, Pericles etnbel-
lithed his native city with beautiful edifices,
that {oon rendered it the ornament of Greece,
With a tafte for the liberal arts and fciences,
he enjoyed the moft ample means of encou-
raging genius and rewarding merit. He had
rempoved the treafury of Greece from Delos to
Athens, and, as no immediate exigency re-
quired the application -of thefe funds to the
coiamon caufe, they were liberally beftowed in

* Le Repub. Athenian.
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encouragingevery {pecies of ingenious induftry,
and elegapt tafte. Phidias, the czlebrated fta~
tuary, was appointed fuperintendant of the
public works, who affembled the firft artifts
of Greece, and, without envy, gave encourage-
ment to them all. Unlefs we had the con-
curring teftimony of antiquity, as well as the
admired remains which ftill appear, it would
be difficult to believe, that inrthe courfe of a
few years there thould have arifen fo many tem-
ples, altars, theatres, ftatucs, baths, gymnafia,
and porticoes, whofe exquifite elegance gave
foreigners a high idea of Athenian genius and
power, and attracted the admiration of fubfe-
quent ages. Athens aflumed a new form
from the hand of Pericles. Pomp and mag-
nificence, elegance and tafte, fupplied the
place of its original fimplicity and rudenefs.
But private luxury began to accompany this
public profufion, and the beft citizens difcerned
an approaching corruption of manners.

Meay while the allies, and the opponents
of Pericles, loudly complained of his lavithing
the public funds, which ought to remain ap-
propriated to the exigencies of war, to deck
Athens with fupetfluous ornaments at the ex-
pence of plundered provinces. Pericles re-
plied, “ that the Athenians were by no means

3 refponfible
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refponfible for their conduct in this refpect to
the allies, who ought to remain fatisfied with
the powerful protcction they received from
the invafion of the barbarians ; that ample
provifion having been made for the neccfiities
of war, it was juft and proper that a portion of
their wealth fhould be bettowed in diffufing
plenty among the induftrious citizens, and

giving immortal renown to the city of

Athens.”

THE orators too, of the oppofite party, at-
tacked him with great vehemence, particu-
larly Thucydides, the brother-in-law of Ci-
mon. He was patronized by the Athenian
ariftocracy, and fet up by them to oppofe the
unjuft pretenfions, and circumicribe the illegal
authority of Pericles. He did not poflefs the
military talents by which Pericles was diftin-
guithed in an eminent degree, but by his
wifdom and candor he had acquired an af~
cendancy over the people. The conten-
tion between thefe candidates for popular
favour rofe to {fuch a height that it became
neceflary that the one or the other fhould
be expelled the <ity. The artifice and ad-
drefs of Pericles prevailed, and Thucydides
was banithed by the Oftracifm. Having now
become fole mafter of Athens, he adminifter-
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cu A p. ed the affairs of the republic at his pleafure,
xv1il. and reigned over it with abfolute power in its
*—="""" moft flourifthing period.

Tue fplendid fortune and continual fuccefs
of the Athenians ; the prefumption infpired by
their victories over the Perfians, of which they
afcribed the whole merit to themftlves; the
affeCted difplay of their fuperiority to the
Spartans, and their infolent hehaviour to their
allies in excluding them from all deliberations
that concerned the general welfare, had deeply
offended fome of the neighbouring flates, and
raifed a powerful confederacy againft them, of
which the Lacedemonians were the head. Va-
rious incidents had contributed to this war;
various pretences were employed by the Lace-
demonians to juftify the commencement ot
hoftilities ; but the true caufe is affigned by
the judicious Thucydides * :—¢ The domi-
nion of Athens had become too extenfive and
abfolute to be any longer regarded with paffive
envy by the neighbouring ftates ; they faw
their fame eclipfed, their liberties endanger-
ed, and, if they did not find, were ready to
make fome pretext for hoftilities, and league
together to pluck the eagle’s wing before the

* Lib. 1. Sect 23.

gained
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gained a pitch above the flight of venge- cm AP,
ance.” XVIIIL.

Tue immediate occafion of this war wasa ™
quarrel between the republic of Corinth and
its flourithing colony Corcyra Suddenly elated
with commercial and nawval greatnefs, the Cor-
cyreans had long with-held thofe marks of
deference and refpe&t which Grecian colonies
were accuftomed to pay to the parent flate.
In this ftate of things the citizens of Epi-
damnus, a colony of Corcyra, implored ‘the
affiftance of Corinth againft the Taulantii, an
Illyrian tribe, who, joined with a large body of
their own exiles, had become not only trou-
blefome, but formidable, and even threatened
to attack the town. They had firft fought
proteétion from Corcyta, who refufed their
requeft, partly reftrained by thc fecret prac-
tices of the Epidamnian exiles, confifting of
the principal families of that maritime repub-
Iic. 'The Corinthians, more from hatred to
Corcyra than affe@ion for the Epidamnians,
readily fupplied the latter with a confiderable
body of troops.

WueN the Corcyreans were informed that
the Corinthians had interfered in the affairs of
their colony, fired with indignation, they in-
ftantly appeared with a flcet of forty fail be-

Mz fore
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cu A p. fore Epidamnus, and peremptorily demanded
xvIIIL. the readmiffion of the exiles, end the expul-
fion of the foreign auxiliaries. The demand
was rejeted with contempt, and hoftilities
immediately commenced. The Corinthians,
eager to defend the place, and to proteét their
own citizens now enclofed within the walls of
Epidamnus, increafed their armament to fe-
venty-five fail. The Corcyreans, with a fleet
{uperior in numbets, haftened to meet them,
and, as they furpafled them in naval fkill as
well as courage, gave them a total defeat. Fif-
teen Corinthian veflels were funk or deftroyed,
and Epidamnus furrendered to the victors.
Tue Corcyreans erected a trophy on the
promontory Leucimne, and their vitorious
fleet for two years kept poflfeflion of the
neighbouring feas. In taking vengeance on the
confederates of Corinth, they fet fire to the
‘hips of the Elians in the harbour of Cyllene.
This attack on a people venerated for their
fanétity, provoked the fouthern flates of
Greece, who were likewife excited by the Co-
rinthians, who, fince their defeat, had been
ufing every exertion at home and abroad to
repair their difgrace, and to chaftife what they
deemed the rebellion of their colony.
THE rulers of Corcyra, in the mean time,
were
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were not idle, and, knowing the enmity that
fubfifted between the Athenians ard Corin-
thians, they fent ambafladors to Athens to
implore the affiftance of that republic; at the
fame time an embafly was fent from Corinth to
countera& the views of Corcyra. The claims
of each were ftated at large before the affem-
bly of the people; but the eloquence of the
Corcyreans was *beft adapted to convince an
ambitious republic, and its daring leader ; who
confidered that Corcyra was a powerful ma-
ritime ftate, and conveniently fituated for in-
vading the lower coafts of the Peloponnefus,
of Sicily, and of the whole borders of the
Mediterranean. The Athenians, however, had
a refpe@ for appearances, and, to avoid the
idea of violating the peace, concluded merely
a defenfive treaty with the Corcyreans, which,
in cafe of an atfack, flipulated that they
thould afford to each other mutual affift-
ance.

AFTER this agreement was confirmed, ten
Athenian fhips were ordered to reinforce the
fleet of the Corcyreans. An engagement foon
took place between the two armaments, in the’
narrow fea that feparates Epirus from Cor-
cyra. The Corinthians gained a complete
victory, deftroyed feventy thips of the ecnemy,
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¢ H A . and were purfuing the feeble remains of their

XvIIL. fleet, whea they were ftopped in their career
by the Athenian {quadron, which, according
to its inftructions, had taken no part in the en-
gagement, and now, only interpofed to pre-
vent the utter deftruction of their Corcyrean
allies.

Trouex the Corinthianc had been thus {uc-
cefsful againft Corcyra, yet, dreading the ven-
geance of its new auxiliary, they laboured to
call off the attentior, of the Athenians to the
defence of their own diftant colonies. Many
of them, they knew, bore the yoke of Athens
with regret ; among thefe they fomented the
fpirit of revolt, and prevailed on {fome openly
ta rebel. Among the reft, Potidea, which,
though a Corinthan colony, was yet a tribu-
tary of Athens, yielded to the fuggeftions of
the Corinthians. A fupply of two thoufand
men was fecretly difpatched from Corinth ;
but the Athenians having received informa-
tion of this event, fent out a fleet of forty fail
and befieged the city.

Tue Corinthians and their confederates of
Peloponnefus now made their laft appeal to
the Spartans, whofe jealoufy of Athens gave
them every hope of fuccefs in their appeal.
The reprcfentatives of the different ftates vied
with each other in the feverity of their com-



ANTIENT HISTORY.

plaints againft the injuftice and oppreflion of
that power which had fo long tyranpifed over
Greece; and the haughty replies of fome Athe-
nians, who had defired to be heard in defence
of their republic, aid not contribute to con-
ciliate the minds of the Spartan fenate. King
Archidamus alone feems to have advifed mo-
deration und paciilc aieafties; but a popular
affembly, inflanted by the fpeeches they had
heard, and fpurred on by their jealoufy of
Athens, were more difpofed to liften to Sthe-
nelaides, one of the Epﬁori, who exclaimed
with violence, “ Men of Sparta! what room
is there for deliberation ? while we deliberate,
our enemies are in the ficld. Let us inftantly
march and combat hke Spartans.” Sthene-
laides prevailed, and the fatal war was deter-
mined.

BuT a numerous, and in fome meafure di-
vided confederacy, could not a& with the
promptitude of a fingle power; and it was not
till almoft a year after this warlike determi-
nation, that they were prepared to invade the
territories of Athens. In the mean while they
endeavoured to amufe the Athenians with pa-
cific overtures, where their demands were pur-
pofely fa extravagant as to excite indignation,
rather than to produce conciliatory meafures.

\% ) THESE
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cu Apr. Tusese demands were indeed received at
xy1i1. Athens with indignation, but at the fame time
= with a timidity which marked the capricious
and flutuating character of an Athenian mul-
titude. While they hiad nothing to fear, they
admired the bold ‘and ardent meafures of
Pericles; but when danger approached, they
feemed willing to coniider him asa headftrong
leader, whofc {chemes were more perilous than
advantageous. His opponents took this op-
portunity of impeaching the character of the
man, and finding fault with the admimftration
of the politician.  But before they opealy at-
tacked huni-f, they ventcd their refentment
againft his irends, and framed accufations

againft Anaxagoras, Phidias, and Afpafia.
Tue firft was accufed of impiety, and of
explaining the phenomena of nature m =
manner inconfiftent with the popular religion.
He maintained that the order and beauty of
the univerfe thewed it to be the work of one
Supreme Being, poflefled of wifdom and bene-
volence. 'The philofopher, aware of the pre-
judices of the people, fecured his fafety by
flight; and the firft undoubted Theilt of
antiquity was obliged to fly his country on

the accufation of atheif'n.

Puipias was condemned for having en-
graved
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graved reprefentations both of Pericles and cu a ».
himfelf on the fhicld of his celebrated ftatue xvin.
of Minerva. For this imaginary crime, the
inimitable artift was expelled from a city
which might almoft have been called the
work of his own hands.

A pisorpERLY life, and attempts to fe-
duce the virtue of the Athenian matrons, were
the charges brought againft Afpafia. This lady
was a native of Tonia; to perfonal beauty fhe
added attractions of a higher kind, and was
celebrated for her knowledge, wit, eloquence,
and extraordinary abilities. The moft diftin-
guithed men of Athens took pleafure in her
converfation, and Socrates was wont to fay
that from her he learned rhetoric. She in~-
fpired the moft tender fentiments into the
breaft of Pericles, who is even belicved to have
married her. He pleaded her caufe with fo
much force of argument and warmth of paf-
fion, that the judges, convinced by his reafon-
g, and affected by his tears, pronounced her
innocent. The impeachment of Pericles him-
felf foon followed the attack upon his chief
friends. But after the moft ftri¢t and minute
enquiry it appeared that he had adminiftered
the finances of his coantry with equal probity
and judgment, that his expences had never ex-

ceeded




370 A VIEW OF

¢ u A p. ceeded the income of his private fortune, and
xvi11. that he was on the day of his trial no richer
than when firft intrufted with the public
money. He was honourably acquitted, and
he now beheld himfelf a greater favourite
with the people than before his trial. In this
crifis of popular affetion he pronounced with
irrefiflible effet that celebrated fieech, which
brought on the Peloponne.f war, and decided
the fate of Greece.

“ I conTinvE ftedfaft, Athenians, to my
former declarations, that we ought not ta
comply with the demands of an unjuft and
overbearing foe.  In the prefent moment, the
glory, the exiftence of the republic depend
upon our fteady adherence to this falutary
maxim.

“ It is not to the decree againft Megara
that we are to attribute the late condu& of
the Lacedemonians. Their jealoufy and envy
have been long apparent, and they are now
meditating our humiliation or deftruction.
We fteadily refufed to repeal the decree com-
plained of, and yet they have every day rifen
higher in their infolent requifitions; what an
exorbitancy would they have reached had we
pufillanimoufly complied with their firft de-
mand # What then are we to expeé from

6 negociation,
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negociation, when the appeat oughtalready to cn A p,
have been to the fword? From this appeal Xviir.
we have every thing to expe& : our adverfaries =
every thing to fear.

“ TuE natural ftrength, the ample revenue,
and the various refources of the republic, pro-
mife the moft favourable event to our arms.
Above fix thoufand talents are now in the trea-
fury ; we receive fix hupdred annually in
tribute ; the templesare rich in ornaments of
gold, and the mafly fpoils of the Perfian
camp are ready to be melted down in a cafe of
exigency. By land we are ftrongly fortified,
and three hundred fhips of war are ready to
defend our coafls. We can inftantly march
againft the enemy with thirteen thoufand
heavy-armed troops, while our foreign garri-
fons are complete, and a body of fixteen thou-
fand men is left for the defende of Attica.
We can befides mufter 2,000 archers, and
light-armed troops, and 1,200 cavalry. The
vait extcnt of our domiwious, from Corcyra
and Zacynthus on one fide, and from Agina
‘and Eubwa on the other, feems to embrace
the whole circuit of the Grecian feas. We
pofiefs the great clufter of the Cyclades, and
to thefe and cther iflinds of the Agean, have
lately added the capiral acquifition of Samos.

Many
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Many of the infular and maritime ftates, which
are not fubje to our government, will affo-
ciate their fleets to our naval power, from their
commercial habits or their fears. Thus Chios
and Leibos are ready to join us. Our poffef-
fions on the continént are {o happily, fcattered,
that they may be called chofen garrifons of
Greece.  We have Platza on the Beeotian,

Naupa&os and part of Acarrania on the con-
fines of the Aitolian territory; northward,

Eion, Amphipolis, and many cities of Theffaly
and Thrace, bclong to our republic ; thence
eaftward, the cntire Cherfonefe, Byfantium,
Seftos, and other towns on the Hellefpont,
fubmit to our authority; many likewife of
Iouia, Caria, Lycia, and Pamphilia are {ubor-
dmatc to our fovereignty. In fhort, a thou-
fand tributary cities *.own the {fway of Athens.

Our influence too is in many quarters extend-
ed or {trengthened by our colonies. The in-
erefts and the feelings of the Athenians now
prevail in our fcttlements in the Chetfonefe ;
in the diftri&ts of the Befalte in Thrace;
among the Hiftrizi in Eubcea, in Naxos, the
ifles of Andros, Scyros, Samos, Amphipolis, and
the countries of the Haliartii and the Chalci-

* Ariftoph. velp.

denfes.
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denfes. Looking round to the wide-extended c 1 A p.
fovereignty and to the fations of the enemy, XVIIL:
Athens feems to be fiwnated in the very center —
of the field of war, ready to difpatch fuccour
and annoyance to every point of the circle *.
*“ WHAT, on the othershand, is the fitua-
tion of our enemies ? United by a principle of
animofity, their attack may be violent, but its
duration muft behort. To you, Athenians,.
the Lacedemonians cannot* be formidable, as
they are without money, the finews of war,
and without a fleet, whicle alone can render
them refpetable in Greece. The Pelopon-
nefians, with their fuperior numbers, may in-
vad. Attica, and {olicit you to an cngagement,
which it is your bufinefs to decline. To you,
whofc flects bring fupplics from every quarter
of your empire, the devaftation of your coun-'
try is of fmall importance; but if the Pelo-
ponnefus is laid wafte, your enemies muft
ftarve or fubmit. Your foundeft policy then
confifts in defending your city, and preferving:
the empire of the fea, which will vltimately
give you the fuperiority, and maintain your
afcendancy in Greece. But, to thew our

* Thucyd. lib. ii.  Strabo, lib. viii. Diodor. Sic. Lib. xi.
and xii. Faufan. Plutarch in Pencles.

moderation,
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€ H A P. moderation, and to evince to every unpreju-

XvIIL.

diced Grecian that Athens does not aim at
tyranny, ‘or court hottilities, let us difmifs the
ambaffadors with this anfwer: ¢ That we
will revoke our prohibitory edicts refpeting
the Megareans, if the Spartans and other ftates
of Greece will abolith fimilar laws which
they have enacted; that we will reftore
¥reedom to fuch cities as were independent at
the laft peace, if the Spartans will do the
fame with regard to their dependants; that
we are ready to fubmit all matters in difpute
to a peaceable decifion ; and that, whatcver re-
ception thefe equitable propofitions may meet
with, we will not be the affailants, but are
fully prepared for a vigorous defenfive war.”
THis {peech was received by the affembly
with univerfal applaufe ; the ambaffadors were
difmiffed with the anfwer propofed by Peri-
cles, and communicated it to their refpective
ftates. From this time all negociation ceafed,
and foon after the Peloponnefian war began.

CHAP.
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CHAP XIX.

Of the Rife and Progrefs of Literature, and the
Fine Arts, in GREECE.

HE rife of literature forms one of the
moft curious and interefting articles in
the hiftory of man. No diftin¢tion is more
ftriking than that which abtains between the
neceflary arts and thofe which are called beau-
tiful or fine. Superadded to the fenfes,and pow-
ers which operate to felf-prefervation, thereare
othkers of a different kind, which tend only to
pleafure. Whatat firfi view may appear {ur-
prifing, the latter are the moft important, as
well as brilliant; the improvement, embel-
lithment, and pleafure of fociety, chiefly flow
from them, and the character of men and of
nations is refted upon the degree of perfection
to which they are advanced.
~.~“THE origin of the fine arts is to be traced
back to the origin of fociety. The God of na-
ture directs the ufe of all the faculties he hath
given; the underftanding and the fancy court
their peculiar pleafures, as well as the external
fenfes;
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cH A P. fenfes; and in eyery favourable fituation man

XIX.

difplays the finer powers of his frame.

Men Wwere eloquent before the invention of
Ietters, and difcovered a tafte for the fine arts,
when they had made little progrefs in the
neceflary. 'The habitations of barbarians are
rude in their conftruction, but in their poetry
there is a fublimity and enthufia{m which can
fcarcely be imitated in refined ages.

As the arts arofe in the moit antient times,
the cultivation of them has been univerfal.
It is tg no purpofesthat authors have fingled
out a few countries, as the feat of the arts,
and appropriated the productions of genius to
particular tracts of the earth. Wherever men
have beheld the beauties of nature they have
imitated or defcribed them ; wherever they
have had paflions or feclings they have ex-
prefled them ; there have been poets, painters,
and muficians, in every quarter of the globe.

But although the rudiments of the arts
and {ciences are to be found every where, it
has been refcrved to a few nations to carry
them to perfeCtion.

Tur Egyptians arc entitled to the praife of
invention. The arts as well as the {ciences
originated in Egypt; but, the art of written
language excepted, they f{till remained in their

4 infancy.
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infancy. The oriental nations have cultivated c & a ».

the arts and fciences from time immemorial,
but they never attained to refinement in the
one, nor perfettion in the other. At a very
early period they made a certain progrefs, be-~
yond which they have nevet advanced.

IT was referved to Greece to flrike out
elegant forms, and introduce refinement and
tafte. From this native country of the
mufes, the ftrain of literature both in antient
and in modern times is derived. 'The Greeks
fet the firft example of perfetion in the arts ;
the fpecimens of genius which they exhibited
fixed the ftandard of clegant nature ; and their
carly productions ftill continue models to
mankind., Sublime and pathetic eloquence,
refined poetry, beautiful painting, perfect
{culpture, fine architecture, impaffioncd mnufic,
genuine hiftory, arofe in thefe celebrated re-
publics; from them they were introduced
among foreign nations, and handed down to
fucceeding ages. The ftatues and buildings
in Egypt, which difcover good tafte, were ex-
~cuted by Grecian hands. Antient Balbec
in Syria, antient Palmyra in Arabia, had not
thofe regular magnificent palaces and temples
till the fovereigns of thefe countries called in

artifts fromm Greece. In the ruins of Perfes

Vor, IL N polis,

XIX.
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e H A p. polis, built by the Perfians, we find nothing

XIX.

but a rude magnificence, and the remains of
barbarifm, while the monuments of Balbec
and Palimyra are flill, under their ruins, mafter
pieces of architeCture.

LiTeraTURE and the arts among the
Romans were derived from the fountain of
Greece. The conqueft of Afia introduced
opulence into Rome, and the conqueft of
Greece afforded the means of gratifying the
tafte for elegance, which arifes from the pof-
feffion of wealth.  The Grecian ftatues and
paintings were purchafed by the Romans;
the Grecian philofophers and orators enlight-
ened and refined their barbarous conquerors.
Fora long period of time the Greels were
the only perfons at Rome who cultivated the
liberal arts with any degree of {uccets. Gre-
cian artifts adorned the walls of Roman pa-
laces with paintings, built the temples, the
porticos, and the triamphal arches of thefe
mafters of the world. The Romans adopted
the Grecian philofophy. Their beft poets,
Virgil, Horace, and Terence, imitated or
tranflated the Grecian authors.

THe introdution of fathions and modes
from one country to another hath generally
taken place in a different fituation of affairs.

A nation
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A nation in the height of profperity and gran-
deur hath often attracted the ftudy and imi-
tation of its neighbours. The tafte for French
literature, and the diffufion of the French lan-
oruage, prevailed among the neighbouring na-
tions in confequence of the’greatnefs and ce-
lebrity of Lewis the XIVth. The arts of
England too followed the progrefs of their
arms, and after thesglories of the laft German
war, our language and literature were ftudied
on the continent. But Greece, when ftript
of her political power, when a province of
Rome, preferved her fovereignty in the fci-
ences and in the arts, exercifed a nobler empire
than that of arms, civilized her conquerors,
and gave law to the humanmind. Athens ftill
continued the nurfery of learning, and the
academy of the Roman empire.  All whe af-
pired to fpeak with eloquence, or to cultivate
good tafte, frequented Athens, and ftudied
under the great mafters of oratory. The Gre-
cian learning continued a requifite branch of
cducation ; the Grecian tongue was the lan-
guége of politenefs, and, what will appear
furprizing, furvived the Roman in its purity,
remaining without any cenflderable variation
from the time of Homer to the tzking of Con-

N 2 {ftantmople
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c H A p. ftantinople by the Turks, that is during the
x1x. {pace of three thoufand years.

== ArTeR the taking of Conftantinople in
the fifteenth century, the Greeks, who fled
for refuge into Italy, introduced the ftudy of
their language ; letters began to revive, and
genius to awake. The antients were {tudied
and imitated. Their poetry, painting, {culp-
ture, and archite€ture, were models to the
moderns, and Greece became again the fchool
of the arts and {ciences. Befides, therefore,
their claim as a hation, the Greeks have a
further title to our attention, as in fome mea-
fure the parents of literature and the anceftors
of the human mind.

It is a curious but well authenticated fact
in the hiftory of all nations, that poetical
compofition has been antecedent to profe, and
that the firft authors were the bards or rhap-
fodifts. Among the fpecies at large, as well
as among individuals, imagination and fenfi-
bility, the true fources of poetical infpiration,
precede the improvement and expanfion of
the reafoning faculty. Lively and impreffible
minds are led by an inftin& of natuie to ex-
prefs their feelings, whether of pleafure or
pain, to celebrate the gods whom they wor-

thip,



ANTIENT HISTORY.

thip, the heroes they admire, and thie events
which they with to deliver down t» pofte-
rity. Every ear is fenfible to the charms of
harmony; and poetical numbers, efpecially
when recommended and enforced by the ac-
companiments of mufic, muft have given uni-
verfal pleafure.

PoeTicar compofition, thus introduced
by nature, was continued by neceffity. Before
the invention of letters, and in the abfence of
written records, the ear was called to the aid
of memory, and verfe was e'nnobled, as being
the fole vehicle of religion, learning, and hif-
tory. Hence memory was deified, and the
mufes confidered as her immediate offspring *.
Compofitions of every kind affumed a poetical
form. Hiftory was delivered, philofophy was
taught, laws were promulgated, in verfe ; the
hiftorian, the moralift, and the legiflator, all
who applied their genius or their reafon to
the purpofes of inftruction or entertainment,
communicated to the public the fruits of their
ftudy through the medium of metrical num-
bers. Hence an opinion of fomething ele-
vated and even facred became annexed to the
charalter of bard; a poetical genius was

* Hefiod, Theogog. v. 52.
N 3 efteemed
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¢ u A p. efteemed an effe@t of divine infpiration, and a

XIX.

M——.

token of celeftial favour; and the poet who
carried with him the chronicle of paft and of
prefent times, enjoyed the rights of univerfal
hofpitality, and was admitted to diflinguithed
honours. Perfons in the higheit ftations of
life were ambitious to excel in this literary
carcer.  Achilles, as we are informed by Ho-
mer, fung to his lyre the praifec or departed
heroes;; Amphiof), to whofc poetical and mu-
fical powers fuch amazing cffelts are afcribed,

royal dignity in Argos; and Chiron, the wife
centaur, though entitled by his birth to rank
among the princes of Theflaly, preferred the
cultivation of his poetical talents to ambition,
and, retiring to a cavern in Mount Pelon,
conveyed inftruction in verfe to the celcbrated
heroes of the Trojan war.

Amonc the antient Greeks, as among the
rude inhabitants of modern Europe, the
charalter of mufician was joined to that of
poet.  Verfe feems to have been always fung,
and mufical accompaniment was deemed ef-
fential to its perfection.

Tue early mufic of Greece was prebably
neither artificial nor intricate. But it is dif-
ficult to fuppofe that the elegant perceptions

and
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and fine organs which gave form toamoft cu AP,
harmonious language, and to a ftraGture of XIX.
verfe, which, under the difadvantages of a
modern pronunciation, is ftill univerially cap-
tivating, could have produced or tolerated a
vicious and inelegant ftile of melody. Sim-
plicity in mufic as well as in poetry is per-
fectly confiftent with elegance, and what is
moft affe¢ting i3 both is generally the moft
fimple.

‘THE carly poets, of whom any memorials
remain, were not nativesof Greece, but of
Thrace or of Afia Minor. Homer mentions
Thamyris the Thracian contending in fong
with the mufes themfclves in Peloponnefus *,
Olen the Lycian was the inventor of the
Grecian hexameter verfe; and his hymns,
which were fung at the feftival of Apollo at
Delos, in the time of llerodotus, were the
moft antient known to the Greeks. The
hymns of Thamyris and Orpheus were ad-
mired for their fingular fweetnefs even in
the time of Plato; and the Thracians, Tha-
myris, Orpheus, Mufzus, Evmolpus, with
Olen the Lycian, were the acknowledged fa-
thers of Grecian poetry, and the firft who at-

* Iliad. lib. ii. ver, 595.
N 4 tempted
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tempted to reclaim their countrymen from bar+
barity,and tointroduce that refinement of man-
ners, tafte, and language, which in fubfequent
ages diftinguithed a Greek from a barbarian *.
Olympus, the father of Grecian mufic, whofe
compofitions Plato calls divine 4, wasa Phry-
gian. The Thracian Greeks were probably
deftroyed in early times by the hoftile in~
curfions of their northern nejghbours; many
of the Afiatic Greeks too were compelled to
leave their original feats in confequence of
the Ionic and Aolic migrations; but let-
ters did not fuffer by the change. Ionia was
probably the birth place, and certainly the re-
fidence, of Homer. In his geography of coun-
tries he {peaks of them as more or lefs diftant
in proportion to their bearing from the Jonian-
territory.  He defcribes zephyrus as a rude
and boifterous wind. This circumftance ap-
pears fo inconfiftent with the foft and gentle
quality of the zephyr celebrated by the poets of
all times, that it has been urged againft Ho-
mer as an error in defcription.  But an inge-
nious and modern traveller § has vindicated the

* Ariftoph, Rapa. + Plato Minor, p, 318.

1 Mr. Wood. See his Eflay on the Original Genius
and Writings of Homer,

poct,
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poet, by informing us that the cold wind
which blows from the Thracian mountains
upon the Agean muft of courfe be a weft
wind with regard to Ionia. Hefiod, next to
Homer in fame, was born at Cuma ; and the
rémaining mafters of epic poetry, as they are
generally ftiled, Antimachus the Colophonian,
Panyofis of Halicarnafflus, and Pifander of
Camirus, were all natives of the Afiatic coaft.'

It is no lefs remarkable, that the nine
lyric poets, except Pindar the Theban, and
Stefichorus the Sicilian, were born in Leffer
Afia, or the iflands of the Agean fea. The
meft antient profe writers too, Cadmus of
Miletus, and Pherecydes of Syros, boafted the
fame origin ; and in a fubfequent age, Halicar~
naffus gave birth to Herodotus, the father of
legitimate hiftory,

NoT only poetry and hiftory, but painting,
fculpture, and architecture, firft rofe to emi-
nence in this enchanting climate, and derived
their firft impravements from the ingenuity of
the Ionians, They imitated and {urpafled the
arts which they found pra&tifed among the
cultivated and refined nations of Phrygia
and Lydia; they blended their mufic with
their own, and by that means improved both ;
they firft rivalled and then excelled them in

all
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all the arts of defign, in painting, fculpture,
and architécture. This country al{e gave birth
to Ariftagoras, who was the inftru&or of Pe-
ricles, and the philefopher of mind, who firft
announced to antiquity the exiftence of a Su-
preme and All-perfect Being, the Creator of
the world.

LiterAaTURE, tafte, and fcience having
ofiginated in Lefler Afia, were gradually dif-
fufed from that céuntry over Greece, Italy,
and Sicily.

~Ir is a fubje@ not unworthy of inveftiga-
tion, to enquire into the caufes that contri-
buted to the rife and progrefs of literature and
the arts 1n Ionia.

A vivery fenfibility to the works of na-
ture is the firlt ingredient in the character of
the poet or the painter.  The various regions
of the earth are diftinguithed by nature by a
particular complexion, a boldnefs of feature,
or a geutlencts of exprefiion. The weftern
coaft of the Afiatic continent is univerfally
acknowledged to be one of the moft delicious
countrics in the world, remarkable for the
fertiity of its foil, and excclling Greece in
the {{haty of its fine clunate, which was
no lefs pleafing to the fenfes than enlivening
to the imagmanion.  The gay and finiling af-

pest
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pe& of a piGurefque region, upder an un-
clouded {ky, diverfified by hjlls and vallies,
interfeGted by rivers, broken by bays and pro-
montories, and adorned with natural beauties
and noble profpects, excites thofe emotions
‘which, glve birth to poetry. Alone with
nature in her favoured haunts and delight-
ful recefles, men feel with vivagty, and
give vent to their feelings in animated lan-
guage, which is believed 'to flow from infpi-
ration.

Tre profeflion of a bard, which is fo im-
portant in every barbarous period, attracted
uncommon attention and reverence about the
time of the Trojan war, and after that event.
In thofe ages religion was one of the great
principles of government, and valour was the
firft virtue held up to admiratiofi. But the
bards chiefly contributed to fuppert the fyf-
tem of religiom by their theogonies or gene-
alogies and hiftories of the gods, and pow-
erfully recommended the practice by the
beautiful hymns with which they adorned
the facred ceremonies. While they incited
men to piety by finging the praifes of the
gods, they animated them to valour by cele-
brating the glory of departed heroes. Both
were fingularly adapted to affec that {uper-

ftitious
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ftitious temper and romantic fancy which were
the prevailing charateriftics of the Grecian
tribes in the early ages.

Berork the invention of letters and multi-
plication of books, men gained their know-
ledge like Ulyfles, by vifiting many cities and
sonverfing with many men. ‘The ref{pect and
veneration annexed to the character of bard
fecured to that clafs of men a welcome recep-
tion at all religious feftivals and public folem-
nities. 'The characters and events of 2 rude
unpolithed age, in which human nature {hoots
wild and free, and hiftory has often the air of
romance, 1s highly favourable to heroic poe-
try. 'The Trojan war, in which all Greecs
was united againft Afia, the fate of Priam’s fa-
muly, and the fall of his antient kingdom, the
wanderings and adventures of the Trojan and
Grecian heroes after the taking of Troy,
opened a wide field for poetical narration and
defcription, and prefented {fubjects fuitable to
the dignity of the epic mufe. Homer was
not the firft, though certainly the moft fuc-
cefsful bard who attempted this theme. The
admuration of his countrymen who heard him
recite, in fublime and animated ftrains, the
heroic atchievements of antiquity, has been
feconded and confirmed by the approbation

of
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of all fucceding times. When poetry is tran{-
mitted by oral communication, fucceeding
poets learn to repeat the verfes of their pre-
deceflors.  Traditionary poetry, like tradi-
tionary knowledge, receives alterations and
improvements from age *to age. After fre-
quent repetition the ear rejects what is dif-
cordant, the tafte what is difgufting, conge-
nial fancy fuggefts additional embellifhments,
and the early poems of nations receive the
laft polith. In this manner the Iliad and
Odyfley gradually affumed the form in which
they now appear.

Homer lived before the return of the
Heraclide into Greece . After that event,
the great Eolc and lonic migrations operated
a complete revolution in the ftate of Lower
Afia, and filled it almoft entirely with new
inhabitants,

Tae ZAoLic MIGRATION immediately
followed the conqueft of Peloponnefus by
the defcendants of Hercules.  Penthilus,
one of the fons of Oreftes, accompanied
by multitudes of his countrymen, formed a
fettlement in Eubca. Malaus and Clenes,
fprung from Agamemnon, aflembled a num-~

# Mitford, p. 16¢.
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CH AP bet of Peloponnefian fug&twes in Locris, and

XIXb

paffing thence to-Afia Minor, founded the
town of Gima. Thus the wholé fea coaft, from
Cynicus on the propontis to the river Her-
mus, together with the ifland of Lefbos, was
fettled by emigrants' from Beeotia and Pelo-
ponnefus, and received the name of Aoli.

. THEe great JoNnic MIGRATION took place
at a later period, and was conducted by Ne~
leus and Androglus, the younger fons of Co-
drus, upon the fucceflion of Medon to the
archonthip. It conlifted of a vaft multitude.
of adventurers, many Athenians, and almoft ail
the Ionian and Meffenian families which had
taken refuge at Athens from the Dorian in-
vafion. They took poffeflion of Lower Afia,
from the river Hermus fouthward to the
promontory of Pofideion, together with the
rich iflands of Chios and Samos; and, affoci-
ating with all the Greck inhabitants, founded
twelve cities, which rofé to opulence and
power. Thefe were Miletus, Ephefus, My-
us, Lebedos, Priene, Colophon, Teos, Ery-
threa, Phocza, Clazomene, Chios, and Samos ;
to which was afterwards added Smyrna, ob-
tained from the” Aolians. Thefe cities,
though feparately governed by their own ma-
g:ﬁmt&s, maintained a bond of political con-

9 nection
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nection with each other, and held occafion- cu a p.
ally a general council, in which they delibe- x1x.
rated concerning the interefts of the econfe- ==
deracy. ‘The territory thus acquired on,the
continent of Afia fcarcely reached any where

forty miles from the fea' coaft, but extended

near four hundred in length from the north

of Alolis to the fouth of Ionia.

SoutawARR of this tra¢t, and in that
corner of Afia which retained the name of
Caria, the Trezenians founded Halicarnafius,
which foon excelled the' parent city. The
neighbouring ifland of Rhodes was early
peopled by a Grecian tribe, and is celebrated
by Homer for its profperity and power. By
a happy form of government, and a fuccefs~
ful application to commerce, the Rhodians
flourifhed early in arts and arms, and extended
thewr authority over a confiderable portion of
the neighbouring continent.  Hulicarnafius
and Rhodes were the two principal Grecian
ftates in Afia, whofe people took the appella-
tion of Dorians.

Tue colonies which migrated to Ionia
from Athens, after the death of Codrus and
the abolition of the royalty, carried along with
them the principles of liberty, which at that
tune diftinguifhed the Athenians, and became

general
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cu A P, general in Greece. While they retained the

XIX. fame ingepuity, the fame enthufiafm, and the
fame poetical and pleafing fyftem of fuperfti-
tion which they derived from their European
anceftors, they poflefled advantages peculiar
to themfelves. Haraffed by internal diffen-
tions, and torn by the ftruggle of contending
factions for power, Athens continued in po-
verty and barbarity till the otime of Solon;
but its colonies in the eaft enjoyed profound
peace, and acquired fudden profperity. From
their vicinity to Phrygia and Lydia, the beft
cultivated and moft opulent regions of Lower
Afia, they learned the arts of induftry and in-
genuity; to dye wool, to work mines of gold,
to mould figures in bronze, and to cultivate
the fine arts. Availing themfelves of their
fituation, they turned their attention to fo-
reign commerce, which hrd been neglected
by the Phrygians and Lydians. Commanding
the motiths of great rivers, and poflefling con-
venient harbours, they foon made fuch progrefs
in maritime and inland trade as raifed feveral
of their cities, particularly Miletus, Colophon,
and Phocza, to wealth and power *. In the
eighth century before Chrift, they had an in-

* Strabo. p. 582.

tercourfe
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tercourfe with Egypt, and for a length of cH A P.

time monopolized the trade of that country.
Thus blefled by the advantages of nature,
and enriched by the acquifitions of art, they
felt a defire, or found 2 demand for new and
more refined pleafures, and began to culti-
vate the elegant arts and amufements which
fpring from leifure, and minifter to luxury.
Elcgance, gaietys tendcinefs, and fometimes
dignity, characterife the Ionian mufe. The
patfionate and tender Sappho breathed the
{enftibility and ardour of 1dve ; while her lover
Alcaus, though he chiefly indulged the gay
and fportive ftrains of the mufe, poflefled a
genius fitted for fubjects of greater dignity *.
Voluptuous gaicty, the pleafures of love and
of wine, are the fole themes of Anacrcon, as
they were the chiet purfuit of his life. The
character of an elegant voluptuary is uniformly
preferved in his works ; and his ftyle is diflin-
guifLed by an original fimplicity, purity, and
tweetnefs. The tender Simonides indulged
the plaintive tones of elegy, and melted the
heart to forrow. Stefichorusattempted higher.
ftrains, and fung of battles and heroes. But

* Quintl, lib. x, cap. 1.
Vor. II. (9] of

XIX.
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of thefe poets, celcbrated by the Greeks, and
imitated by the Romans, a tew fragments only
remain, dufficient to make us regret the in-
jury that we have fuftained by the ravagss of
time.

Paintine and feulpture, as well as poe-
try, arofe in the delightful and infpiring cli-
mate of fonia. 'The Grecian religion, which
was {o favourable to the cultivation of poetry,
was no lefs propitious to thfe prografs of the
other imitative arts. When wealth and re-
finement are introduced among a people, they
afpire to have temples worthy of their divi-
nities, and ftatues that reprefent and feem to
realife their perfeCtions. The popular fu-
perftition was happily adapted to the art of
the painter and the flatuary. Abftralt ef-
fences and metaphyfical powers were un-
knotn to the Grecian theology.  As the ai-
vinities of Greece were believed to poffefs the
human form, though infinitely more perfe&t
and f{ublime, the artift, by comp:{ring and
feleCting the elegant forms of nature, and
exalting his conceptions to ideal excellence,
could, without fhocking probability, give a
fupernatural dignity to his work. The happy
climate of Ioniaftoo, producing the human

figure
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figure in its moft exquifite proportions, ex- C H A P.
hibited that living and rcal beauty which in  XIX.
lefs favoured regions is the work of fancy or
abftraici.

In the feventh century before our era, the
degant arts and produ&xons of the Ionians em-
bellithed the wealthy capital of theLydian kings,
and werc diffufed over the dominions of the
European Greek¢. Alarmed by the incurfions
of a Cimmerian horde, many of the Ionian

~artifts cmigrated to the wealthy cities of Si-
cyon and Corinth, where fhey found protec-
tion and encouragement. Bathycles, a native
of Magnefia, celebrated for its painters, fixed
his refidence at Sparta. By order of the fenate,
he made the throne of the Amyclean Apollo,
the (tatues of Diana Leucophryne, of the
Graces and the Hours, and all the other orna-
ments within the confecrated precincts of
the temple. The following century, Scillis
and Dipenus, natives of Crete, enriched ma-
ny cities in Europe, as well as in Afia, by
their praductions; und foon afterward An-
thermus and Bupalus gave to the woild thofe
works which were the admiration of the
moft enlightened ages of Gteece and Rome.
The ring of Polycrates, the tyrant of Samos,
made by Polydorus, and mentioned with fuch
1 I applaule
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c u A 7. applaufe by Pliny ¥, was likewife the work of

XiX.

this age.

BuT 'Athens gradually furpaffed the fame
of her colonies, and became the feat not only
of empire but of literature, the fine arts and
philofophy.

Tue conqueft of Lydia, by Cyrus the
Great, contributed to this event. Creefus,
‘the magnificent monarch of that wealthy
kingdom, had affembled the Jonian fuges and
men of letters at his court. When the Lydian
monarchy wasannexed to the Perfian cmpire,
literature took refuge at Athens, to which
Pififtratus and his fon Hipparchus invited the
learned and ingenious, to embellifh their court,
and polifh the Athenians. I have mentioned
that Pififtratus colleGted the Iliad and Odyfley
of Homer, and inftituted a public library for
the benefit of men of {cience.  His fon Hip-
parchus augmented the colleGtion of books
begun by his father, and extended the fame
patronage and proteciion to the learned. He
gave a penfion to the poct Simonides to re-
fide at his court, and fenta fifty-oared galley
to bring Anacrcon to Athens. .

ArTer the expulfion of the Pififtratide

* Lib, xxxvyii. Sect. 4.

literature
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literature and refinement declined among the c u a ».

Athenians. An unfettled governmeit, torn
by the factions of Clifthenes and Ifagoras, and
tubject to rapid revolutions, was httlz adapted
to .the cultivation of letters or an intercourfe
with the mufes. A high-fpirited people were
more intent on action than {peculation, and
had to run their carect in arms bcfore they
began their pro"ufs i arten A rude kind
of drama had been introduced, and was ex-
hibited in the villages of Attica in the cart
of Thefpis; Ionia had fent philofophers to
prefide over the education, and {form the minds
of the illuftrious youth ; but no art or fcience
fourithed at Athens till after the Perflan
war.

Tur fingular and fpleadid events of that
war heightened the f{pirit and ardour of the
Greeks, and gave a new clevation and enthu-
fiafm to the Athenian charater.  The fpoils
of Afia enriched the conquerors of Mardo-
nius and Tigranes, The profufion of gold
and filver found in the Perfian camp after the
battles of Platea and Mycalé; the inundation
of wealth poured into the country from the
fucceeding victories of Cimon, when Greece
waged offenlive war againft Afia for plunder

> wellas viGtory, ¢ nrlchcd individuals as well
03 as
A4

XIX.
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as the ftate, and was diffufed among the body
of the pccaple. Cimon, whofe original patri-
mony was infufficient to difchargz his father’s
debt to the public, fuddenly became poffetied
of fuch immenfe wealth, that feafting the
Athenian people was to him an ordinary ex-
pence. i
THE redemption of prifoners taken in bat-
tle produced a new acceffion of wealth to the
conquerors ; while the former, employed in
menial arts and handicraft trades, gave leifure
and competence to the latter to enjoy a higher
rank, and purfue more elevated occupations.
The companions and fellow foldiers of Mil-
tiades, Themiftocles, Ariftides, and Cimon,
appearcd in the public affembly with the con-
fequence of thofe who had fought the battles,
contributed to the viGtories, and fhared in the
glories of their country. Perfons fo elevated
by national pride and perfonal importance,
difdained to practife the mechanical profef-
fions ; to find them more congenial and ele-
gant employment, a decree pafled prohibiting
{laves from the exercife of painting and feulp-
ture. ‘Thus the mechanical and liberal arts
were feparated at Athens; and the latter be-
ingappropriated to free citizens, received addi-
ional dignity.  From that period the moft
ambitious
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ambitious mind difdained not the pencil or CH A P,
the chifel ; the labour as well as the defign  X1X.
ennobled genius and led to fame. Hehce
grandeur of conception was combined with
the moft elegant execution ;, nor was the tiine
employed bn the work any confideration to
the artift who laboured for immortality. The
celebrated ftatue of Laccoon employed the:
Lives of a father and his two {ons *.
ANoTHER circumftance which contributed
to the progrefs of refinement and the arts at
Athens, was the adminiftration of Pericles,
who, befides an elegant tafle derived fiom
nature and improved by educaticn, pofleffed
a liberal, {pirit and unbounded power. Peri-
cles comes not at prefent to our view as the
minifter, or rather dictator of the republic,
but as a patron of letters; enlightcucd by the
philofophy of Anaxagoras, and polithed by
his intercourfe with the accomplithed Af-
pafia, he faw and felt the value of thofe arts
which adorn fociety and refine manners,
With a tafte for the liberal arts and fii-
erces, Pericles enjoyed the moft ample means
of rewarding them. The bank of the gene-
ral contributions had been removed from De-

* Plin, lib, xxxiv. cap. 7.
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cuap. los, and no immediate exigency demanding

XiX.

the application o1 thefe treafures ro the com-
mon caufd, he converted them to the pur-
pofes of embellithing the city, with a zeal and
affiduity that foon rendered Athens the orna-
ment of Greece, and gave it the empire in
arts as well as in arms; nor did Pericles find it
difficult to procure the confent of his country-
nien to tlus ufe of the public f‘ixnds, and to em-
ploy in adorning the aty the treafures which
had been given for its dfence.  Dramatic
poetry, philofophy, architcélure, fculpture,
and painting were now cultivated with fuc-
cefs, and attaned to diftinguiflicd honours,

Diramatic Po.try.

THT ATFRICAL entertainments form, in all
countiics, a cutious and ufiful fubject of {pe-
culation, as they not only mark the national
fechings and charadter, but give additional
ftrengti to thofe foelmgs, and that character,
from which they are denved., But in Greece
the theatre was an objeét of capital import-~
ance and dignity; diamatic reprefentations
formed a finking pait of religious wortlip,
and the expence of fupporting them exceedcd
that of the aimy and navy together. No

people
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people were ever fo paflionately attached to CH A P.
thefc entertainments as the Athenians, Their XIX.
chief employment and delight was to amufe
themfelves with works of genius and tafte,
and to judge of the dramatic performances
that were reprefented by public authority fe-
veral times in the year, particularly ot the
feafts of Bacchus, when the tragic and comic
poets difputed for the prize.  So widely dif-
fufed was this tafte, that the common people
committed to memory the fine paflges of
this poet, and lcarned tosrcpeat the philofo-
phical fentiments and poctical numbers of
Euiipides.

Tur drama, in antient as in modern Eu-
rope, arofc from the ccremonies of religion.
The names of Tragedy * and Comedy 4 f{uf-
ficiently pont out thar origin,  Amidft the
feftivity and joy of the vintage, the Grecks
had been carly accuftomed to fing the praifes
of Bacchus 1n extemporary itrains. At thefe
fefivals they had b.en accuitomed not only
to chant Dithyrambic hymns to the bountiful
god of wine, but alfo to reprefent by attion
the exploits and atchievements aferibed to
him by the pocts, and tranfiitted by anticnt

* Tpxyudia, the fong of the Goat.
1 kepwda, the fong of the Village,
tradition.
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tradition. Dramatic imitation being efta-
blithed in the facred ceremonies, was gradu-
ally extended ; and the poets, inftead of re-
citing, reprefented the ftriking events or
agreeable fitions of antiquity. As the more
ferious parts of the Dionyfian feftival gave rife
to tragedy, fo thc gayer and more ludicrous in-
troduced comedy. The Athenians were ex-
tremely addited to raillery and iuveétive, and
zt the vintage feftival gave a loofe to the
wildeft and moft licentious extravagance.
The women mafked, and Jifgufed with lees
of wine, and the men dre fled in rude grotefque
habits like fatyrs, vented fuch irregular fallies
as their inebriated imaginotions furnithed ¢n
the inftant.  The fatire and {currility they in-
dulged in thefc village amufements, their
matks and‘difgui es in the hairy habits of fa-
tyrs, their wanten fongs and dances at the
phallic ceremonies, form a complete outline
of the firft drama. When dialogue and repar-
tee were added, it became a mafque, and in
this flate it is difcovered in very early times
in the villages. Having aflumed the fhape
of a drama, it attraGed the curiofity of the
villagers ; who, in return for their amufement,
decreed to the performer a prize, which con-
L.ited of a cafk of wine. The firft form of

thefe
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thefe dramatic exhibitions was very different cm AP,

from their {ubfequent improvements ; yet, to  XIX.

thew the attachment of the Greeks to their ==

antient cuftoms, they always retained the

féng of the chorus as a principal part of

the performance, the cuftom of concealing

the faces of the ators with a mafk, and the

diftribution of prizes to the moft fuccefsful

competitor. Ewven the dark bombaft of the

Dithyrambic hymn continued till the time of

Afchylus, and marks fome of his tragedies;

and the licentioufnefs and obfcenity of the

vintage fongs diftinguithed and difyraced

Athenian comedy till the age of Mcenander.,
Rewarpep with the praife of the vil-

lages, the rural poets were led by a natural

ambition to exhibit their dramatic entertain-

ments at the capital. Accordingly, in thefifty~

fourth Olympiad, Sufarion, a native of Icu-

rius, prefented a comedy at Athens on a

moveable ftage or fcaffold.  This was the firft

drama exhibited in that city; the author on

thefe occafions was the a&or of his own

piece; and the rude interludes of Bacchus

and the fatyrs were introduced occafionally by

the Sileni and Tityri, whofe fongs and dances

were epifodical to the drama. Comedy at that

time appears not to have been committed to

Writino’.‘
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writing.  The firft author of written comedy
was Epicharmus tlie Sicilian, who being cn-
tertained in an elegant court at Syracufe, re-
jected the mummeries of the fatyrs, and com-
pofed his drama on a more regular and refined
plan.

"Tracrpy was of a later invention, and
owed its rude beginnings to Thefpis, who
introduced one a&or to the relief of the cho-
rus, whofe fongs and dances formerly con-
ftituded the whole drimw.  From Thefpis,
tragedy defcended throngh Pratinas, Carey-
nus, and Phrynichus, to /Efchylus, the {irft
tragic poet whofe vorks have been tranfinit~
td to pofterity.

WHrEN this new {pecies of compofition wae
introduced, many ingenious competitors began
to enter the carcer of fame, and to contend
for theatrical honours. Thefpis was fuc-
ceeded py Pratinas, a native of Peloponnefus,
who wrote fifty tragedies. He entered the
lifts with Cherilus and Afchylus, before the
battle of Marathon, and gained the prize by
one of his compofitions.

Pury~icuus was the difciple of Thefpis.
He firft introduced the meafure of tctrame-
ters, as the trochaic foot i1s moft proper for
dancing, and the drama of that age was ac-

companied
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companied with dances chatacteriftic and ex- cu A p.
planatory of the fable. Dancing was fo effential ~ x1x.
a part of the early drama, and the people were =
fo much attached to the old Bacchanalian cuf-

toms, that the early reformers of tragedy found

‘it a difficult tatk to make the dance accord to

the fubject of the fcene. 'This part of the fpec-

tacle was generally under the diretion of the

poet, who was often a principal performer;

but when he was incompetent to this part of

his duty, he called in the afliftance of a pro-

folled ballet-mafter, who*formed dances upon

the incidents of the play, and inftruéted the
choris how to perform them. The tragedy

of Phrynichus, on the ficge of Miletus, the ca-

pital of Ionia, which had been lately facked

by the Perfian tioops, made a moft wonder-

ful impreflion on the audence. The deplo-

rable fate of a aity, founded by one of their
colonies, and whofe mournful flory was re-

cent in  their remembrance, diffolved the

whole audience into tears, and operated fo
powerfully on the patriotic feelings of the
Athenians, that the magiftrates prohibited, by

a public edi&, any poetin future to recall that
melancholy fubjet.  This author bore away

the prize by his tragedy the Phenifie, which
Themiftocles was at the charge of reprefent-

m g.
E ]
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&1 AP. ing. From this drama Afchylus took the de-
XiX. fign of his celebrated tragedy the Perfe.
""" Literary excellence of every kird does not
rife from fudden and fingle efforts, but from
gradual and progreflive attempts. There
were heroic poets before Homer, and drama-
tic authors of reputation before Aichylus.

Tue theatre had now affumed a new form.
Inftead of fcaffolds or booths, which contained
both the fpectators and the attors, a building
of more folid materials and of a more regu-
lar form was conftiuted. The attors wore
mafks adapted to the charaters which thcy
reprefented, were adorned with long robes and

flowing trains, and trod the ftage in bufkine.
Ascuyrus was the {fon of Euphorion an
Athenian, and born in the laft year of the
fixty-third Olympiad. He had attained the
flower of manhood at the battle of Marathon,
in which he acquired diftinguithed renown.
His three brothers, Aminias, Euphorion, and
Cynegyrus, fignalized their valour in the fame
altion, and fhared the honours of the viGtory.
Though Afchylus had reafons, which all
pofterity have approved, to fet a high value
on his poetical talents, yet, like Alczus, he
preferred his military character to his literary
one, and, in the infeription which he com-
9 pofed
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pofed for his tombftone, he appeals to sbe
Sield of Marathon and the long-haired Mede.
The brave and gallant {pirit whicl glowed in
his family gives a ftrong and manly colouring
to his compofitions. His genius, like his va-
lour, is keen and daring, gnd his pen, like his
fword, isa weapon of terror. The fpectacle
which his drama exhibits, is that of one fub-
lime though fimple fccne of awful magni-
ficence. His f‘ntiments and his di®ion ac-
cord with his fubje¢t; and though he is ac-
cufed of having written,his tragedies in a
ftate of ebricty, yet they do not difcover the
traces of a difordered fancy, though often of
an inflated imagination,,

ATTENT IvT to every {ubfidiary art which
could give fuccefs to his dramas, he inftructed
the chorus in the dances introduced into the
piece, and taught the performers to drefs with
elegance and propriety. His tafte in thefe
decorations was {0 dignified and corret, that
they were imitated by the priefts and mi-
nifters of religion in their facred viflments.
The dances which he compofed for his tragedy
of the Seven Chiefs were peculiarly adapted to
the fcene, and performed with extraordinary
applaufe. He fometimes exceeded the juft
bounds of dramatic effect. In his tragedy of the

Eumenides,
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FRAP. B onemides, Oreftes is réprefented at the bot-

Xix.

tom of the theatre, furrounded by the furies,
Laid afleep by Apollo. Upon their awaking
with, wildnefs and defpair in their looks, gef

tures, and accents, the whole theatre was pe- |
trified with horrors pregnant women brought
forth the untimely fruit of their womb,

-#hd children died of the fright. So dreadful

was the fcene, that the magiftratzs interpofed
to prevent fuch fpeiacles in future, and re-
duced the number of the dancers from fifty to
twelve. _

THE candour of this poet is apparent from
his well-known declaration, ¢ That his trage-
dies were but fragments from the magnificent
repafts of Homer.” The elevation and dig-
nity of his mind are equally confpicuous from
the remarkable appeal which he made when
the dramatic prize was voted to one of his
competitors from prejudice and envy—* I ap-
peal to pofterity,” faid Efchylus, “and to pof~
terity I confecrate my works, in the affurance
that they will receive that reward from time,
which the partiality of my cotemporaries re-
fufes to beftow.”

Turs prophetic appeal was foon verified,
for after his deceafe the Athenians held his
name in the higheft véneration, and enadted a

decree
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decree for defraying the expence of reprefent- C H A P,
ing his tragedies out of the public treafury. XIX.
Eight of his tragedies received the prize dur-
ing his life, and more aftcr his death. A
ftatue was erected to his memory at Athens,
and a painting was publickly cxhibited repre-
fenting his valour in the battle of Marathon,

In the latter part of his hfe he retired %o
ghe court of Higro in Sivily, where he was
received with the honours due to his genius ;
and after refiding there about three years, dicd
in the fixty-ninth year of Ris age.

Wren Efchylus was in the fole poflefiion
of the theatre, and applauded by the public
voice, a young rival flarted up to difpute with
him the palm of dramatic poetry. This was
Sophocles.  He was bera at Colonna, a con-
fiderable village in Attica, in the fecond year
of the feventy-firft Olympiad. He ftudied in
his compofitions to attain a regular, fupported
dignity, and avoided the founding, {welling,
gigantic diction of Efchylus, which refem-
bles the tumultuous thouts of battle, rather
than the nobler harmony and filver found of
the trumpet. His firfl » preduction gained
him diftinguithed applaufe.  When the bones
of Thefeus were brought to Athens by Ci-
mon, a difpute was appointed between the

Yor. IL P tragic
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tragic.poets : Sophocles had- the boldnefs to
enter the lifts with Efchylus, and ‘the felicity
to carry the prize. An union of dignity
and eafe, of firength and f{oftnefs, characterife
the Sophoelean bufkin. From the peculiar
fweetnefs of his diction, he was fliled the At-
tic Bee. He retained the vivacity and vigour
of his genius to extreme old age. His un-
grateful and impious children fummoned hma
before the judges, on the pretence of lunacy,

that they might obtain a decree to take pof-
feffion of the eftate."He made no other defence
than by reading the tragedy of Oedipus at
Colonna, which he was then compofing. The
judges were delighted with the performance,
and he carried his caufe unanimoufly. He
was twenty times crowned victor in the dra-
matic contefts, and is faid to have expired in
a rapturc of joy, on being declared vi€tor con-
trary to his expedtation. e died in his

nincticth year, and the figure of a hive was

placed upon his romb, to perpetuste the ap-
p-llation which had been aitribed to him from
the fweetne(t of his veries,

Evriripes was born in the Arft year of
the foventy-fifth Olympiad * at Salaniis, whi-

420 years before Chrift,
ther
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ther his father Menefarchus and his mother
Clito had retired, when the Athenians left
their city at the approach of Xerxes. He
applied himfelf at firft to the ftudy of philo~
fophy, and had the celebrated Anaxagoras for
his mafter ; but the dangers which threatened
that illuftrious fage, who had nearly fallen a
victim to his philofophical tenets, inclined him
to the ftudy of dramatic poetry, which had
rifen to higlt reputation.  He was the fcholar
of Socrates, and his works difcover his pro«
found application to philofophy.

EvuripipEs is the moft tender and pathetic
of all the Grecian drampatic authors. Alex-
ander of Phere, a cruel tyront, burft into
tears at the reprefentation of the Troades,
(written by this poet) and left the theatre be-
fore the conclufion of the play, profefling that
he was athamed to weep for the diftrefs of
Hector and Andromache, when he had not
felt the leaft compafiion for his own citizens,
whom he had put to the fword. The beau-
tiful and fublime of moral fentiment which
run through his works have, by the confent
of ages, eftablithed his title to the appellation
of the philofophic tragedian,

LIT was reI’e;vcd to this poet to perfect the
chorus in the Grecian tragedy, the chief dif-
P2 tinétion
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drama. The office of the chorus was to give
ufeful counfels and falutary inftructions, to
efpoufe the fide of innocence and virtue, to
be the faithful depofitary of fecrets, and
to fupplicate the gods to raife the humble and
deprefs the haughty. In the mufic of the
chorus there was more variety, and in the po-
etry more animation than what could with
propriety be admitted into the*mpere dialogue
part of the drama: this, together with the
fplendour of the * dreflcs, and the various
dances of this numerous groupe, at once high-
ly entertained the eye, and affelted the heart.
To recommend and “enforce moral infiruc-
tion, by the power of a happy imagination
and harmonious numbers, was frequently at-
tempted in the chorufes of Efchylus and So-
phocles, but feems to be the conftant objedl
which Euripides had in view.

Comedy.

WuiLe tragedy rofe and flourithed in this
manner at Athens, comedy, which had been
lefs cultivated, began to attract attention.
This fpecies of compofition affumed three
different forms at Athens, partly from the ge-

nius
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nius of the poets, and partly from the influs ¢ g 4 p.
ence-of the-government. XIx.
THE antient comedy retained the remains
of its original rudenefs, and the hicentioufnefs
which diftinguithed the Cart of Thefpis.
Though. it had become regular in its plan,
1t had not learned to be modeit and referved.
Ariftophanes and his cotemporarics, repre-
fented real tranfa&ions, with the names, ha-
bits, geftures, and the likenefs painted on the
ma{Ls of whatever pufon they thought pro~
per to facrifice to public derifion. The y af-
fumed the privilege to dire¢t the public mea-
{ures, to reform the commonwealth, and to
advife the people on the moft important oc-
cafions. Nothing was {pared in a city fo li--
centious as Athens. Generals, magiftrates,:
the government, nay, the gods themfelvés,
were attacked by the fatirical pen of the poets ;'
and all was well received by the people, pro--
vided the comedy was entertaining, and the’
attic {alt not deficient.
CraTiNus, Eupolis, and Ariffophanes *, the
principal authors of tire Old Comedy, were
preceded by Epicharmus and Phormis, natives

* Eupolis, atque Cratinus, Ariftophanefque Poetz, &c.
Horace,

P 3 of
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¢ u A p. of Sicily, Chronides and Magnes, Athenians,

x1%.  and Dinwilochus of Agrigentum. Cratinus

swmesme and Eupolis obtained the applaufes of the

people, by the keennefs and boldnefs of their

fatire” againft the magiftiates and nobility,

whom they expofed-to public fcorn. . Of the

former nothing r2mains ; of the latter a few

fragments only are to be found. It is fuf-

ficient to mark their charaGer«o mention, that

they exceeded Anftophanes in licentioufnefs,
obfcenity, and abafe.

THis latter poet ¥as an adopted, not a na-
tive citizen of Athens, He was difuinguithed
by his vivacity and wit in converfation, and
his company was coveted by the greateft cha-
racters of theage. Plato fhared many feftive
and focial hours with him, and Socrates fat
up: whole nights in his company, He at-
tained an afcendency in Athens, which, at this
diftance of time, appears extraordinary. All
the honours that a poet could receive were
publicly beftawed upon Ariftophanes by the
Athenians, nor did they confine their rewards
to honorary prizes only, bug decreed hum fineg
and peguniary confifcations, from thofe whg
attacked him with fuits and profecutions,
In vain Dionyfius the Syracufan invited him
to his court, though Plato had frequently fo-

licited
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licited the attention -and patronage of that
tyrat.  The king of Perfia confidered him
as the moft confpicuous perfonage in Athens.
In giving audience to the Greck ambaffadors,
his firft enquity was after the comic post,
who put,all Greece in nlotion, and direCted
its force againft Perfia. Heé alted the fame
{plendid part on the theatre, which Demofthe-
nes afterwards performed in the public aflem-
bly. He made his moft diftinguifhed figure
during the Peloponnefian war ; the mal-admi-
niftration of government,'and the mifconduct
of generals at that time, afforded ample {ub~
ject for his wit and fatire.

His works have been generally efteemed
the ftandard of Attic writing in its elegance
and purity; and if any .perfon withes to
know the Athenian lunguage, as it was
{poken by Pericles and his cotemporares, he
mufl feek for it in the fcenes of this poet,
The antient critics, both Greck and Roman,
who had the comic theatre of Athens before
them, give him a decided preference to his
gotemporaries and {ucceflors.

He is celebrated for a poignancy and feli-
¢ity of colloquial expreflion, an attic {alt and
{pirit, which the Roman language could nevet
attain. His chief excellence confifts in rail-

P4 lery
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lery and ridicule. The verfatility of his ge-
nius led him to defcribe every rank and condi-
tion of life ; and none ever touched the ridi-
cule in charaders with better fuccefs, or
knew how to convey it with more keennefs
and force. But to relifh his works, one muit
have been his cotemporary. The fubtile falt
and fpirit of the Athenian raillery is evapo-
ratcd through length of time; and what re-
mains has become flat, infipid, and dirgutt-
ing.

Tue low buffoohery, and grofs indecency
which often difgrac his works, arofe from
the charaéter of his audience, the buik of
which was compofed of an unrefined and il-
liberal mob. The remarkable depravity of
tafte among the inferior people, appears {rom
their having banifhed Cratinus and his com-
pany, becaufe his comic feenes were deficient
in groffnefs ar.d obfcenity.

‘THE antient comedy fubfifted till the time
of Lyfander, who, having made himfclf mafter
of Athens, changed the form of the govern-
ment, and conunitted the adminiftration to
thirty of the principal citizens. The fatirical
Liberty of the theatre was reftrained by thefe
tyrants, to v« hom it was offenfive. The peo-
ple ‘had no longer any fhare in the governs

ment,
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ment, nor dared they perfonally, or by means
of the poets, prefume to cenfure the condu&t
of their mafters. It was prohibited to call
living chara&ers by their names upon the
ftage ; but the ingenuity of the poets foon
contrived means to elude the intention of the
law. By drawing well-known charaters un-
der feigned names, the malice of the audience
was gratified in a more refined manner. This
was called the Middle Comedy, of which
there are fome inftances in Ariftophanes.

WaeN Alexander the Great had defeated
the Thebans, and fccured to himfelf the em-
pire of Greece, he gave a farther check to
the licentionfnefs of the drama. Hence the
New Comedy took its rife, which, without
perfonal or political alinfions, held the mirror
up to nature, and expofed a general, but faith~
ful pi¢ture of private life.

In this refined comedy Menander bore away
the palm ; and though Philcmon was prefer-
red to him in his lifctime, fucceeding ages
made him ample compenfation. The ele-
gance and delicacy of this poet may be judged
of by the imitations of Tcrence.

Philofophy.
AT this period the Grecian philofophy

was divided into two feés, the Italian and the
Jonic
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tu ar. Ionic; both of which were fubdivided into

xix.’

feverel others. Pythaporas was the founder

somomem= of the firft; and Thales, the Milefian, was at

the head of the fecond. Pythagoras was born
at Samos, when it was the moft opulent and
fourifhing of all the Grecian ifles, . He was
infiruted in the learning known in that age,
which confifted chiefly in mufic, poetry, and
the gymnaftic exercifes, He ftudied elo-
quence under Pherecydes of Siros, the firft
Greek author who wrote in prafe. The
fame of Thales of Miletus, Pittacus of Lef-
bos, and Bias of Priene, and the other wife
men who flourithed in the Ionian iflands, ex-
cited the kindred ambirion of Pythagoras,
who feems to have been early animatcd with
the defire of acquiring renown, and diffuting
imtruion.  According te the praltice of
the age, he travelled in queft of wifdom,
and refided feveral vears in the antient king-
dom of Egypt, which was then reforted ta
by all the fages of antiquity. By the favour
of Amafis the king, who opened his ports to
the Greeks, he was inftruted in the wifdom,
and initiated in the myfteries of the Egyptian
priefts. In the colleges of thefe learned men
he ftudied geometry, and probably became
acquainted with all they knew concerning
the nature of the Divinity, the human foul,

and
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gnd the fyftem of the univerfe. Neitherdidhe cx A ®,
neglec the ftudy of the fymbolic wrifing of the 31X
facerdotal order, which, wich their artful po- —
licy, had placed them at the head of the ftate.
When he revifited his native country, he found
it under the domination of the artful and for-
tunate tyrant Polycrates. Having opened a
{choo!l in Samos without fuccefs, he travelled to
the continent of Gteece, where he met with all
that admiration and regard which were due
to his virtues and fuperxor knowledge.

AFroR vifiting Sparta, and ftudying the
laws of Lycurgus, he took up his refidence
in the capital of Magna Grecia, about the
fortieth year of his age. FHe foon diftin-
guithed himfelf in the public places, and dif~
played his dexterity in thofe exercifes which
were deemed fafhionable, as well 28 manly
accomplithments, He was no lefs admired
for his {kill in mufic and medicine, and for
his mathematical and phyfical knowledge.

ALy the vices attendant on luxury were
predominant in Crotona, and its inhabitants
were at the fame time extrémely fuperftitious,
Pythagoras, who himfelf feems to have had
the fame failing, artfully employed fuperfti-
tion as his great engine of reform. He af-
fumed the moft firiking peculiarity of drefs

and
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and manners, his reverence for the gods, and
ferupuloug attention to religions ceremonies,
were oftentatioufly difplayed, and a2 veil of
fecret myfticifm overthadowed all his words
and actions. Ry thefe means he attraéted the
veneration of the pubitc, and his inftructions
were liftened to as the unerring dictates of the
Divinity. Some exaggeiation is to be fufpected
in this account. But it appears certain that
Pythagoras, by fcledling his difciples from
perfons of mﬁu»nce in the flate, by the inti-
mate and fecret ties with which they were
united, by the noted charadteriftics which
diftinguithed them from their fellow-citizens,
and which procured efleem and reverence,
became, in a few years, all-powerful in Cro-
tona. ‘The power of this new order of men
foon extended over Italy and Sicily, as well
as over the ftates of anticnt Greece; and the
Samian fage, without oftenfiblc office or
power, feems to have governed not only the
philofophical, but the political world. The
revolution effected at Crotona, in the morals
and manners of the inhabitants, if the con-
curring teftimony of antiquity is to be cre-
dited, was equally rapid and extraordinary,
The women became modeft and referved.

The young men preferred philofophical ftu-.
dics
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dies to juvenile plcafurcs. Ambition learned ' A Py
to be humble, and avarice to be gencrous. XI?‘}f \
PYTHAGORAS, like the wifeft and greateft ™=
men of antiquity, preferred an Ariftocratical-
government to every other, an opinion found-
ed on experience; fince,‘under that form,
Sparta, Rome, and Carthage, rofe to their
higheft proiperity and grandeur. The rules
which he laid down for regulating thc cona
duct of his difciples, and his fyftem of mo-
rality, very much refemble thofe of the Bra-
mins, as they have been dnfolded to us {ince
our intercourfe with India.
Magya Grzcia had, for forty years, reaped
the advantages arifing from the inflitutions
of Pythagoras, when a war broke out be-
tween the citizens of Crotona and Sybaris.
'The city of Sybaris, by the fertlity of its
foil, and its rcfoarces in navigation, manufac-~
tures, and commerce, had attained to great
profperity and population.  But opulence and
luxury had corrupted the minds, and debi-
litated the bodies of the inhabitants, whofe
proverbial effeminacy has been handed down
to modern times. They were totally defeated
by the army of Crotona, under the command
of Milo, the Olympic conqueror.
Bu the ruin of Sybaris involved in it the
3 fate
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enapr, fate of Crotona. Intoxicated with fuccefs,
¥1x. the lower ranks, by the inftigation of the art-
Wmmmasmme= fu] Cylon, whofe ferocious manners had ex-
cluded him from the order of Pythagoras,
contended with animofity for an equal divi-
fion .of the conquéft; a refufal produced a
con!plracy, which ended in the flaughter or
expulfion of the magifirates. Pythagoras did
not long furvive the misfortuncs of his fa-
vourite city : he dicd at Metapontum, in Lu-
cania, at a véry advanced period of life. His
difciples were difperfed over Italy, Sicily,
Greece, and fome of them fought refuge in

the deferts of Egypt.

Gf the Ienic Sect.

Tut Ionic Seét was founded by Thales the
Milefian, who was born in the firft year of
the thirty-fifth Olympiad, or fix hundred and
forty years before the birth of Chrift. Like
the other fages of antiquity, he applied him-
felf firlt to the fludy of legiflation, and, on
particular emergencies, gave feafonable coun
fels to his countrymen; but afterwards retirs
mg from the tumult of public affairs, he
"devoted himfelf to phllofophy, and travelled
into Egypt, from which he is faid to have re-
turned with great intellectual improvement.

He
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Hz was the firft who inftrudied the Gregks
in geometry. Many of the clementary prow
pofitions ‘which now appear under the name
of Euclid, were ipvented by Thales, or in«
troduced by him from Egypt. He dire@ed
his ftudies to aftronomy with equal fuccefs;
he traced fome of the circles of . the fphere;
and taught his countrymen that eclipfcs could
be predicted.

He placed the earth in the centre of the
folar fyftem, and believed it to be fpheri-
cal. He knew that the moon fhone by the
refleion of the fun’s rays, and reprefented
the movements of the celeftial orbs in a
fphere, of which he was the inventor.

He taught that water was the firft princi-
ple of things; and that, fufceptible of an end-
lefs varicty of forms, it became the matter of
bodies the moft oppofite. He f{vemed to re-
cognize no other firft caufe; and the fame doc~
trine had been already tanght by fome Indian
fages. He probably colleted many of his
doérines in Egypt ; but, from all that can be
gathered concerning a perfon who lived in fo
remote a period, he appears to have been a
man poffeffed of high intelleGtual powers, who,
from his own fund, added much te the ftare
of human knowledge.

He
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crAP. He was fucceeded in the Ionic- fchool by
_XIX.  Anaximander, one of his difciples. He taught
== that infinlty is the origin and the termination
of all things ; that innumerable worlds {pring
from it to be deftroyed and re-produced ; and
that, while cvery thing changes, infinity it-
felf is eternal and unchangeable. He was the
firft of the Greeks who traced geographical
maps, and brought fun-dials into ufe; but

thefe had been long known in Asia.

AnaxiMENEs, his fellow-citizen, friend,
and difciple, appears to have been little more
than the interpreter of his opinions.

THE philofophical fpeculations of Thales
were purfued by other ingenious men befide
his immediate fucccflors, particularly by Xe-
nophanes of Colophon, Leucippus, Parme-
nides of Elea, and Heraclitus of Ephefas.
The fyftem of Leucippus was rendered famous
by what fome have called the improvuments
of Dcemocritus of Abdera *, and afterwards
adopted by Epicurus, whofe falfe and impious
tenets Lucretius has illuftrated and adorned
with all the graces of poctry.

Anaxacoras of Clazomene, tranfported
the fchool of Anaximenes to Athens, where

* Div. Laert, lib. q.
he
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he taught thirty yéars. It was'he; as I have
already mentioned, who firft announced to the
Greeks the exiftence of 4 Supreme and all-
perfe& Being, the Creator of the world. The
difciples of Thales and Pythagoras had admit-
ted {pirit, as a principle bf nature; but they
do not appear to have had a diftinét idea of
it, or properly to have difcriminated it from
mattep. According to the jufter and nobler
fyftem of Apaxagoras, the Almighty Creator
was altogether feparate and diftin® from his
works ; and he confidered the foul of the world
ac a metaphorical expreffion, to denote the
laws which the Deity had imprefled upon
matter.

HE taught, that the fun was larger than
Peloponnefus ; that the moon was inhabited ;
that the comets were irregular planets, and
that the rainbow was produced by the refrac-
tion of the fun’s rays. Thefe two laft opi-
nions, however, were only the fortynate con-
jectures of a man of gemus, and not founded
on a feries of obfervation.

InsTEAD of being rewarded by the grateful
admuration of his countrymen for his fublime
difcoveries in theology, he was accufed of im-
prety.  Pericles, his fchelar and his friend,
could not pretect him; on the contrary, one

Vou. IL. QU great
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¢ 1 A P. great obje& of ‘the accufation was to reader

X1X.  Pericles fufpected of holding the fame fentis

o= ments. To avoid a trial, Anaxagoras with-
drew to Lampfacus, where he died.

He was fucceeded by Diogenes of Apol-
fonia, and Archelaus’ of Miletus, the inftructor
of Socrates, and the laft teacher of the Ionic
fchool. This philofophy, thus tending to the
improvement of intellet, and the refinement
of morals, was unhabpily arrefted in its pro-
grefs by the rife of the Sophifts.

TuEese pretended fages, but real impoftors,
had lately rifen to diftin@ion, and fpread
themfelves over Greece. Inftead of ftudying
to attain the character, and to follow the
maxims of calm contemplative wifdom, they
were governed by ambition and avarice, en-
tered into the intrigues and bufinefs of the
world, and made a trade of their pretended
knowledge. They wandered from city to
city to exhibit their talents, and to vend their
eloquence. They were attended by crouds
of novices, whom they made philofophers at
a fixed price. They pretended to poflefs
univerfal knowledge, and taught all the arts
and all the fciences, though metaphyfics and
oratory were the chief fubjecs of their fpe-
culations. By adapting the tone of their dif-

courfe



ANTIENT HISTORY.

courfe to the tafle of their audience; by
throwing 2 veil over the vices, and g;tldmg the
follies of the opulent and the great, they
gained admiffion into the beft company, and
were enabled to live with elegance and fplen-
dor, They fuggefted the materials, and planted
the feeds of the libertine and {ceptical fyftems
of philofophy, which were afterwards intro-
duced into Greece.

WHiILE in feveral of’ the Grecian com-
monwealths they were allowed full liberty to
difplay their abilities, and pracife their ar-
tifices, the fon of Sophronifcus made it his

chief obje@ at Athens to detet their falfe:

reafoning, expofe their impious frauds, and
unveil the hypocrify of their charaGer. This
illuftrious fage, and virtuous man was bora
in the fourth year of the feventy-feventh
Olympiad, forty years before the Pelopon-
neflan war.  His father was a fculptor, and
kis mother a midwife. Iie followed, for
fome time, the profefion of a flatuary with
{uccefs ; for in the time of Paufanias, a Mer-
cury, and the graces-of his workmanihip, were
to be feen at Athens. But whatever benefit
or reputation he might have acquired by cul-
tivating an art which was admired at that pe-
xiod, and encouraged by the magnificent pa-

Q.2 tronage
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© 1 A P. tronage of Pericles, he chearfully facrificed

XI1X,

them to the natural bias of his mind, which
led him to cultivate fcience, and recommend
virtuc. In his youth, he was the difciple of
Archelaus, who delivered the doctrines of
Anaxagoras, his mafter. The nataral phi-
lofophy of that age, which delivered theories
cencerning the origin, deftruction, and reno-
vation of woilds, and the inexplicable move-
ment of the heavens, ftars, and planets, gave
little fatisfadtion to a mind, that preferred
to fthadowy and uncertain {peculations, ftu-
dies that lie within the compafs, and conduce
to the benefit of mankind. He was the firft
who conceived the idea of bringing philofo-
phy down from heaven to carth, to place it in
cities, and introduce it into private life. He
acknowledged, with Anaxagoras, the Supreme
Intclligence, who regulates the operations of
nature, and the affairs of the world. From
the wifdom and juftice of the Deity, he in-
ferred his moral adminiftration of the uni-
verfe. He taught the immoitality of the
foul, and 2 ftate of rewards and punithments
in another life. He ftudied to difcover the
laws of divine providence, and inculcated
a compliance with thofe laws. Wherever he
could be of ufe, there he was to be fouvnd,

conveying
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conveying the precepts of hus philofophy with ¢ 1 A »,
all the addrefs of manly infinuation; grave, XIX.
didactic, or witty, as beft fuited hfs audience ;
he was always eloquent, always perfuafive.

~ THr example of this pracical philofopher,
illuftrated and recommended his doétiines.
He bore arms in many campaigns, was pre-
fent In many actions, and always diftinguifhed
himfelf by his valour and condu&. We thall
find him, towards the clofe of his life, ac-
quiring the higheft Honour in the fenatc, and
giving the moft illuftrioud proofs of his ardent
zeal for juftice, without being intimidated by
the greateft dangers.

To confirm the probity of his difciples,
it was requifite to expofe the fallacy and ar-
tifices of the Sophifls, who employed their
time in corrupting the morals of youth. As
the fole aim of thefe harangues was to daz-
zle their audience with the glitter of clo-
quence, and by their ingenuity in {peaking on
each fide of a queftion, he did not attack them
in a dire¢t manner by a continued difcourfe.
He employed the more artful addrefs of irony,
a weapon which he knew how to ufe with
much dexterity and delicacy. Whenever he met
with the Sophifts, affuming the appearance of
{implicity, he propcfed his doubts with a difh-

Q3 dent
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® 15 5 p, dent and modeft air, and atked fimple quef-

~ Xrx. tions in a plam manner. ‘Thefe pretended

sr———— mafters of wifdom heard him with a fcornful
attention, and, inftead of giving him a direct
anfwer, entered upon their common places,
and delivered a vague harangue witheut com-
ing to the point. Socrates, after extolling
their ingenuity and eloquence, entreated them
to adapt themfelves to his capacity ; and as he
was incapable of comprehending or retaining
fo many fine and exalted notions, begged that
they would anfwer his queries in a few words.
When he had once obliged them to move
from their entrenchments, and brought them
to give a precife anfwer to his queftions, he led
them on from one to another, till he involved
them in the moft abfurd confequences ; .and
after having reduced them to a mortifying
tilence, or fhill morc mortifying contradictions,
complained that the learned men would not
condefcend to inftru him. The youth- be-
gan to perceive the incapacity of their teach-
crs; their admiration was changed into con-
tempt ; and the name of Sophift became odious
and ridiculous.

A PowrRFUL party, who had been long ce~
febrated for their wit and eloquence, and were
in high reputation among the great, would not

be



ANTIENT HISTORY. 231

be attacked without endeavouring to retaliate; c H .4 2.
efpecially as they had been wounded in their XIX-
two moft fenfible parts, their fante and their '
intereft, It will appear from the fubfequent
part of this hiﬁory, that Socrates experienced
from thefe haughty impoftors, whom he had
unmafked, all that could be feared or appre-
hended from the moft malignant envy, and the
moft invenomed rcfentment
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Containing the Hiffory of the PELOPONNESIAN
War.

H E Peloponnefian war was of twenty-

feven years duration, and, while it de-
populated the country, at the fame time ex-
haufted the finances of Greece. In the courfe
of its continuance, both parties experienced
the mofl cruel calamitics, and difplayed a
courage that might have procured them the
areatelt advantages over their common cne-
mmies,

I mave already obferved, that the jealoufy
entertained by Sparta, and other Grecian
flates, at the recent and rapid progrefs of
Athens to gieatnefls and dominion, was the
real, though concealed caufe of this war, All
the flates within the Peloponnefus, except
the Argives, joined the Lacedamonians, who
were further aided by the Megarians, Locri-
ans, and Beeotians.  The Athenians counted,
among their allies, the inhabitants of Chios,
Lefbos, and the citizens of Platza; and received

the
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the fupport of their tributary countries, Ionia, ¢ 1 & B,
the Hellefpont, and the territory of Thrace. .  XX.

HosTiciries were firft committed by the
Thebans, who attacked Platza, an indepen-
dant city of Beeotia, in alliance with Athens.
They were admitted into the city by the
treachery of the Ariffocratical facion ; but the
Plateans, perceiving the fmall number of the
enemy, attacked them with fury during the
night, above a hundred fcll, two hundred
were tgken prifoners, and afterwards put to
the fword. ‘The Athenians, on receiving
news of this attack, fent fuccours and provi-
fions to Platza.

THE fword being now drawn, both parties
prepared openly for war: all Greece was in
motion, and ambafladors were fent to diftant
countries tu folicit the affiftance of Greeks
and Barbarians. The majority efpoufed the
fide of the Laced®monians, efteeming them
the delivere1s of Greece; becaufe the Athe-
nians, forgetting their former moderation and
gentlenefs in command, had alicnated the
greater part of their allies by the feverity of
their government, and incurred the hatred of
other ftates, who were apprehenfive of be-
coming their dependents.

AFTER the attack on Platea, the Lacedz-
monians
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-~ § H# A b. motilans tharched two-thirds of their forces
¥%. to the ifthmus of Corinth. Archidamus,
#r—— phe of the Spartan kings, difpatched an am-
baflador to the Athenians, to require of
them to telinquifh their pretenfions ; but the
Atheniahs commanded the meflenger to re-
tire, without deigning to give him am an-
fwer. Upon this, the Lacedemonians marched
towards Attica with an army of fixty thou-
fand men, while that of the Athenians
emounted only to eighteen thoufand; but to
make compenfation for the difference, they

had a fleet of three hundred gallies.

Tue counfel of Pericles to the Athenians,
was to wafte the enemies ftrength by pro-
tralting the war; as they had not fufficient
forces to oppofe the enemy, their wifeft plan
was to retire with their effe@s into the city,
and (hut themfelves up in it without hazard-
ing a battle. Accordingly the inhabitants of
the country fought an afylum in Athens.

MeaNwnILE the Lacedemonians entering
Attica, befieged OEnce; but being compelled,
after a few ineffectual affaults, to 2bandon that
attempt, they advanced ftill nearer to the
city, and encamped within half a league of the
walls. It required all the art and addrefs of
Pericles-to prevent the Athenians, exafperated

at
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at the fight of the favages cofninitted th € dr & P,
their country, from fallying forth to attack ¥k
the enemy; but, by means of his abfolute —==—===%
power over the paffions of the multitude, he
kept both the fenate and people from af:
fembling to deliberate, notwithftanding the
reprdiches, infults, and menaces of his enes
mies. He difpatched, in the mean time, a
flect of a hundred fail, to lay wafte the coafts
of Peloponnefus, which being joined by that
of the allies, made a defcent on Laconta, and
ravaged the territories of Sparta.

InTELLIGENCE of thefe ravages committed
in Laconia, and the difficulty of fubfifting in
a defolated country, induced the Lacedemds
nians, and their allies, to withdraw from At-
tica.

ArTER the Lacedemonians had retired,
the Athenians appropriated a thoufand talents,
and 2 hundred thips, for the more immediate
defence of their country: and prohibited any
perfon, under pain of death, to propofe a dif-
ferent application of thefe refources. They af-
terwards fent a {quadron to expel the rebellious
inhabitants of Agina from their poffeffions.
To thefe iflanders they imptited the principal
caufe of the war. Their territory was di-
vided by 1ot among the inhabitdnts of Athens,

Pericles
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¢ u A p. Pericles then led out the army againft the
¥%. hoftile province of Megara, and ravaged their
territory.*

Towarps the clofe of the campaign, the
Athenians concluded an alliance with Sitalces,
king of the Odripidns in Thrace ; and in con-
fequence of this treaty, his fon was admitted
a citizen of Athens. They alfo entered into
an accommodation with Perdiccas, king of
Macedonia, and reftored to him the city of
“Therme,

At the approach of winter, the Athenians
celebrated funeral rites to the memory of thofe
brave men who had fallen fince the begin-
ning of the war. For this purpofe, a large
tent was ereted to contain the bones of the
flain, which were covered with flower: and
perfumes. 'To the place of ‘public {epulture
in the Ceramicus, the moft {plendid {uburb of
Athens, they were conveyed in cyprefs coflins,
on the day appointed for the funeral obfe-
quies. Attended by perfons of every age and
rank, the remains of thefe citizens were com-
mitted to the tomb, and Pericles was ap-
pointed to pronounce their eulogium. This
celebrated oration, or one made by the hif-
torian, 1s to be found in 'Thucydides; but
whether real or fictitious, it is, in every re-

) fpec,
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fpe&, fuited to the chara@er of the orator, and
admirably calculated for all the ends he had in
view.

In the beginning of the fecond campaign,
the Lacedzmonians and their allies again in-
vaded Attica, which was ‘affliGed by a more
dreadful difafter. The plague, which was faid
to have originated in Ethiopia, and had {pread
its ravages over Egypt, and a great part of
Perfia, at laft communicated its contagion to
Athens. This fatal malady, which baffled
the power of medicine, turned Athens into a
fpectacle of horror; the braveft foldiers and
beft citizens perifthed in the moft excruciating
pains, and every part of the city exhibited a
dreadful image of agony and death.

THuE confederates did not negleét to avail
themfelves of this opportunity for committing
devaftations in Attica. They now peuctrated
beyond the city, and fpread devaftation over
every part of the Athenian territory, not fpar-
ing even the plains of Marathon, where
Athens had nobly bled for the caufe of Greece.

PericLes, full adhering to his eftablithed
maxim, not to expofe the fafety of the ftate to
the hazard of an cngagement, would not per-
mit his troops to fally out of the city; but

having fitted out a fleet of a hundred veflels,
he
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¢1 AP, he failed through the Saronic gulph, and ra-

x\gg.

_vaged the coalts of Elis, Argos, and Laconia.
Havmg artived on the Argohc coaft, the Athe-
nians laid {iege to the facred city of Epidaurus 3
but the plague again breaking out in the fleet,
they abandoned the enterprize, as the calamity
was attributed to the anger of Afculapius, who

was its patron, and fuppofed protetor. They
were equally unfuccefsful againft Treezene,
Hermione, and other cities of Peloponnefus.
Qverwhelmed by thefe accumulated calami-
ties, murmurs agaihft Pericles, and 2 general
defpondency, took place. Ambafladors were
fent to Sparta to {upplicate for peace on any
terms ; but even an audience was denied them.
The popular rage recurred of courfe with dou-
ble force upon Pericles, whom they confidered
as the auther of all their calamities, who at lat
aflembled the people, and endeavoured to vin-
dicate his meafures. But his eloquence and
addrels were exerted in vain; the feeling of
picfent evils rendered them infenfible to every
other confideration. They deprived him of
the command of the army, and impofed on
him.a confiderable fine.

THE public difgrace of this great man was
¢mbittered by affliGtions of a domeftic ha-
ture. Xantippus, his eldeft fon, a youth of

a profufe
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a prafufe and extravagant turn, unsble to beat cH o ®,
the firi® ceconomy of his father, was among  xx.
the firft to murmur at his conduft, and to —
exchim againft him in all public places. This
ungracious youth was cut off by the peftie
lence, while at the fame ‘time many of the
firmeft and moft ufeful friends of Pericles,
with the remains of his numerous and flous
rithing family, perithed by the fame fatal difs
arder; but the flrength of his mind was
not fhaken by thefe difafters, till the death of
Paralus, the laft of his children. That defo-
lating ftroke fufpended his fortitude. When
he was to put the crown of flowers upon the
head of his deceafed fon, the hero yielded to
the parent; he could not fupport the cruel
fpettacle, nor conceal the tranfports of his
grief, which forced its way in fobs, inarticulate
cries, and a flow of reluctant tears.

TuEe Athenians, whofe charaéter was mark-
ed by ficklenefs and incoriftancy, and who were
led by the paffiens of the moment, foon re-
pented of the injury they had done to Peri-
cles. Their obfervation convinced them, that
they had no other perfon capable of directing
their affairs; they therefore implored his for-
givenefs, and entreated him to refunre the
adminifiration, and to command the army.

MEANWHILE
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MeanwaILE Potidza, which had been be-
fieged almoft three years, could no longer
endure the miferies of famine, and furren-
dered on conditions. The inhabitants were
permitted to depart from the city with their
wives, children, and fome of their effe&ts ; Po-
tidea was re-pcopled by an Athenian colony.

Soon after this event, Pericles died of the
peftilence ; according to Plutarch, of a lan-
guithing confumption. The hiftory of his
life delineates his character. Brave, magna-
nimous, eloquent,' political, he was qualified
to take the lead cither in the council or the
field ; he rofe to diftin¢tion and authority by
his admirable and unparalleled eloquence;
and, by the power of that talent, governed the
fickle and capricious Athenians with abfolute
power for the f{pace of forty years. He em-
ployed this vaft and extenfive authority with
fuch mildnefs and moderation, that his admi-
niftration was never charged with tyranny. His
talents for war were eminentand confpicuous ;
yet he cautioufly avoided all military expedi-
tions, till he was almoft certain of fuccefs;
and when engaged in hoftilities, depended more
on ftratagem than the impetuofity of courage.
He managed the revenues with irreproach-
able difintereftednef(s, fo far as regarded his

private
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private fortune : ‘as an individual, he lived cu A ».
with the moft exemplary ceconomy; while he  xx.
gloried in the magnificence of Athens, whofe
opulence was the fruit of his wife admini-
ftration, and which owed its magnificence to
his tafte,and his encouragement of the arts.
In his laft illnefs, his death-béd was furs
rounded by fome of the principal citizens,
who celebrated his illuftrious exploits and
numerous victories; for while he was ge-
neral of the Athenian army, he had ereéted
nine trophies, in memory of as many battles
he had gained. After hearing their enco-
miums, “ You extol,” faid the dying ftatef-
man and philofopher, ¢ a feries of aétions, in
which fortune had a principal fhare, and
which are common to me with many gene-
rals ; but you forget the moft glorious circum-
ftance of my life, that no citizen ever wore
mourning on my account.”’

Tue confederated army invaded Attica for
the third time. All the inhabitants of Lef-
bos, except thofe of Mecthymne, determined
to renounce their alliance with the Athenians.
Senfible of the great lofs they would fuffer
by the defe&ion of that ifland, the Atheni-
ans fent out a fleet of forty gallies to attack
that of the Mitylenians, who, being repulfed,

Vor. 11, R propofed
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€ H A®. propofed terms of accommeodation. A fuf<
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penfion of hoftilities having taken place, the
Mitylenians fent ambaffadors to Athens and
to Lacedemon at the fame time. The La-
cedemonians informed the deputies that they
thould be fully heard at the approaching
Olympic games, where the other allies would
be prefent to aflift at the conference. From
the fpeech of the ambafiadors, as tranfmitted
to us by Thucydides, we find that they af-
figned the ambition, tyranny, and oppreffion
of the Athenians, not their prefent calamities,
as the reafon that induced the Lefbians to
break that treaty, and relinquith that alli-
ance. The allies, as was to be expected,
were {atisfied with their declaration, and ad-
mitted them into their confederacy.

IT was alfo refolved in this aflembly to
profecute the war againft Athens more vi-
goroufly than ever. Receiving intelligence
of the vaft preparations making againft them,
the Athenians equipped a fleet of a hundred
fail, and appearing fuddenly off the promon-
tory of the Corinthian ifthmus, made a defcent
upon Peloponnefus, while another fleet pro-
teted the coaft of Attica. Never had they
raifed fuch a formidable armament with fo
much celerity ; it ftruck fuch terror into the

m Lacedzmonians,
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Lacedzmonians, that they immediately hur- c# A
ricd back to the deferice of Laconia., “The XX
Athenians, in the mean time, fent a detach-
ment of a thoufand foldiers to the. fiege of
Mitylene, and the town was invefted by fea
and land. Prefled by famine, and receiving
ne affiftance from Sparta, the citizens were
obliged to furrender at difcretion. The an-
thors of the revolt, amounting to more than
a thoufand, were conveyed to Athens and put
to death. Orders were at the fame time if-
fued to maffacre the reft of the inhabitants by
way of example; but this fanguinary decree
was almoft inftantly revoked by the returning
good fenfe and humanity of the people. The
town was then difmantled, and the whole
ifland, Mitylene excepted, was divided by lot
among the citizens of Athens.

Tue city of Platza had been invefted by
the confederates in the preceding year. This
fiege was rendered remarkable, not only for
the obftinate refiftance of the befieged, but for
its being the firlt recorded in the Grecian
hiftory that was conducted with any kind of
regularity. Both parties employed ramparts
and mounds of earth; the one to attack, the
other to defend. It is not a little aftonith-
ing, that fo inconfiderable a town as Platwa,

R 2 which -
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which contained only four hundred citizens,
and eighty Athenians, fhould have made a
long and vigorous refiftance againft a powerful
army. The enemy changed the fiege into a
blockade, and furrounded the town with two
ditches. The befieged at laft, having loft all
hopes of relief, attempted to make their
efeape, which the half of them effected
by a daring ftratagem fuggefted by defpair.
The remainder, affrighted at the dangers
attending the effort, continued in the town,
but finding themfelves unequal to its defence,
were obliged to furrender at difcretion. Eight
Spartans were fent to decide their doom. In
vain did the wretched Platzans alledge in
their own defence, that they had been com-
pelled, through neceffity, to efpoufe the fide
of the Athenians, in order to obtain their pro-
tection againft the Thebans, their antient
oppreflors. They were all butchered in cold
blood; their wives were fold, and their city
confumed to athes. Such were the calami-
tous effects of the violent and furious hatred,
which now reciprocally poffefled the minds of
the Athenians and Spartans, that cach party,
after the hour of victory, carried their revenge
to the moft fanguinary and favage extremes.
This was the mournful and difaftrous fate of

the
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the Platzans, who, during the Perfian war
had obtained an honourable name in arms,
and performed the mof importanf fervices to
their country.

In the four hundred and twenty-(ixth year
before the Chriftian era, the plague broke
out afrefh at Athens, and fwept multitudes to
deftru¢tion. According to the regular open-
ing of every campaign, the confederates in-
vaded Attica,and the Athenians made a defcent
on Peloponnefus. The fiege and capture of
Pylus, a fmall town of Meflenia, by Demof-
thenes, the Athenian commander, forms the
moft memorable event of this campaign. The
Lacedemonians, being anxious to recover
pofleflion, it became the fcene of very extra-
ordinary military operations. A detachment
of four hundred Spartans feized the little
ifland of Sphacteria, oppofite to the city. The
Athenians furrounded the ifland, and cut off
all fupplies of provifions. The fizge, how-
ever, went on flowly; but Cleon and De-
mofthenes being joined in command, they
landed in Sphacteria, and drove the enemy to
the extremity of the ifland ; but the Lace-
demonians, having poffefled themfelves of 3
fortification, defended it with the moft defpe-
rate valour., At laft, the commander of the

R 3 Meflenians,
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Meflenians, having difcovered a difficult pafs
which led to the fort, marched that way, and
appearing unexpectedly on the rear of the La-
cedemonians, called to them to lay down
their arms. Exhaufted with the fatigues of
the day, the Lacedemonians complied with
the fummons, by laying their fhields upon
the ground; and, after a fhort conference, fur~
rendered at difcretion. After the happy ter-
mination of this fiege, which.continued fixty-
two days, the Athenians ereCted a trophy,
The Lacedemonian’ prifoners were carried to
Athens, and thrown into prifon till peace
fhould be eftablithed; with threats, at the fame
time, to put them all to the {word, .f the
Lacedemonians made any more incurfions
into Attica,

TuEe four campaigns which followed the
reduction of the f{mall ifland Sphaeria,
were diftinguithed by few important events.
The Athenians, :under the command of
Nicias, took the little ifland of Cythera, fitu-
atéd near Cape Malea, on the Lacedemonian
coaft, from which they infefted the whole
country.

Brasipas, on the other fide, marched to-
wards Thrace, The Iacedemonians were
induced, by feyeral metives, to undertake this

expedition,
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expedition. They believed, that they would thus ¢ u A p.
compel the Athenians, who had invaded La-  XX.
conia, to divide their forces. 'The¢ Thracians =
had invited them to their country, and offered
to pay the army. They rejoiced alfo at any
occafion,of ridding themfelves of the Helots,
whom they expected to rife in rebellion after
the taking of Pylus. They had already
difpatched two thoufand of thefe devoted
wretches in a moft fhocking manner. They
iffued a proclamation, purporting, that fuch
of the Helots as had rendered important fer-
vices to the ftate in the laft campaigns, thould
enter their names in the public regifters, in
order to their being emancipated ; accordingly
two thoufand gave in their names. They
were led in proceffion through the temples,
with garlands of flowers on their heads, as if,
in reality, they had been going to receive
their liberty. When this ceremony was over,
they fuddenly difappearcd, and were heard of
no more, A firiking inflance of the jealous
policy and atrocious cruelty of the Spartans,
who, on the fhadow of fufpicion, were led
to commit the moft enormous crimes, and did
not hefitate to make the fanétity of religion,
and the majefty of the gods, fubfervient to
their perfidious defigns,
R 4 ACTUATED
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ActuaTep by fimilar views, they fent
feven hundred Hclots to accompany Brafidas
in his Thravian expedition. He took Acan-
thus, Stagyra, and feveral other cities, and
laid fiege to Amphipolis, a place of much
importance to the Athenians, as fupplying
them with timber. Accordingly, Thucydi-
des the hiftorian was fent to its relief ; but
the town was taken before his arrival. His
countrymen, however, afflicted with the lofs,
banithed him at the inftigation of the bold
and profligate demagbgue Cleon. The Athe-
nians, having about the fame time advanced
into Beeotia, under the command of Hippo-
crates, were defeated near Delium, by the
Thebans.

HiTuerTO, the lofles and advantages had
been pretty equally balanced; and the rival
Republics grew weary of a war, which in-
volved them in a prodigious expence, without
procuring them any real benefit; a truce for
a year was therefore conclvded between the
Athenians and Lacedemonians. The news
of this accommodation highly offended Bra-
fidas, as it ftopped him in the careei of his
vonquefts, and difconcerted all his projects.
Clcon, on the other hand, who had acquired
an afcendancy at Athens by his vehemence,

pre{fumption,
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prefumption, and plebeian eloquence, incited
his countrymen to renew the war. Thusa
coward on one fide, and a hero on'the other,
oppofed the tranquillity of Greece; the for-
mer, becaufe the war veiled his vices and mif-
demeanours ; and the latter, becaufe it add‘d
new luftre to his reputation ; but their death,
which happened at the fame time, prepared
the way for a new accommodation.

THE Athenians had appointed Cleon to
command the army, which was feut to op-
pofe Brafidas. Cleon, elated by his laft for-
tunate undertaking, attempted to retake Am-
phipolis ; but Brafidas, informed of his in-
tentions, took pofleffion of the town. To in-
creafe the prefumption and temerity of Cleon,
the Spartan general, who was well acquainted
with his character, affeCtcd to be intimidated
by his approach. Deceived by this appearance,
Cleon negleted every precaution, and the
difcipline of his army was relaxed. Brafidas,
having made the neceflary preparations, fallied
forth fuddenly, and attacked the left wing of
the Athenians, which, being the ftrength of
their army, made a vigorous refiftance ; but
fix hundred of them being flain, the whole
army turned their backs and fled. Struck

with terror and trepidation, Cleon betook
himfelf’
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c H A P. himfelf to flight, but was killed by a Spartan
XxX. foldier before he could make his efcape from
S the ficld of battle. Brafidas was woundedin the
engagement; and when it was over, was car-
ried into the city, where he furvived his vie-
tory but a few moments. He was a general,
no lefs diftinguithed by condu& than cou-
rage, and deferves to rank among the Lace-
demonian heroes. It was the mother of
Brafidas, who, hearing her fon applauded as
being fuperior to all other generals, replied,
¢ My fon was brave’; but Sparta, I doubt not,

has many braver citizens.”

THE two perfons who had been the chief
obftacles to peace, having fallen in the late
engagement, both parties feemed more in-
clined to an accommodation, and a fufpen-
fion of hoftilities took place. Accordingly,
efter mutual conferences, a truce was agreed
on for the fpace of fifty years, between
the two commonwealths and their refpec-
stive allies. 'This pacification was greatly
forwarded by Pliftonza, one of the Spartan
kings, and Nicias the Athenian general, who
was no lefs diftinguithed by his probity and
patriotifm in the affembly, than by his cou-
rage and fkill in the field. The treaty was
concluded ten years after the declaration of

the
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the war. The Beeotians and Corinthians were ¢ ® A P.
extremely offended and difgufted at the peace,  XX.
and employed their utmoft efforts to excite
new animofities ; but Nicias perfuaded the
Athenians and Lacedemonians to conclude
an allianee, offenfive and defenfive, which
would render them more formidable to their
allies, and more afflured with regard to each
other. In confequence of this new arrange-
ment, the Athenians reftored the prifoners
they had taken in the ifland of Sphacteria.
NoTwITHSTANDING this treaty of peace,
the war was very diftant from a conclufion,
Before the expiration of the firft year, ani-
mofities {prung up afreth between the Athe-
nians and Laced®emonians, and both parties
prepared for hofttilities. Alcibiades, who now
began to appear in the public aflemblies, was
principally active in breaking the peace of
Nicias, and renewing the Peloponnefian war,
THi1s extraordinary youth was brought up
in the houfe of his uncle Pericles. Hié
education feems to have been negle&ed; for
the inftruction of his youth was committed
to Zopyrus the Thracian, one of Pericles’s
flaves, and ill qualified for fuch an arduous
and fublime employment. Neverthelefs, his
noble birth, his great opulence, and the au-
thority
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C % A P. thority of his guardian, confpired to give him

XX.

high ideas of his own importarice, and to in-
fpire his mind with premature plans of ambi-
tion, which proved in the end pernicious to
himfelf, as well as fatal to his country. His
uncommon talents, and promifing reputation,
drew the attention of Socrates; who difcerning
in him a fingular mixture of good and evil
qualities, beftowed incredible pains on his in-
ftru@ion, and ftudied to remedy the defets
of nature by the leffons of philofophy. But
it was the eloquence of Socrates as a public
teacher, and the graces of his converfation,
mote than his moral leGures and his virtu-
ous life, that induced Alcibiades to become
his difciple.

AT his firft appearance in the Athenian
affembly, he difplayed a bold and eccentric ge-
nius, capable of the greateft and moft ha-
zardous defigns. He poflefied a fingular ver-
fatility of characer; he could with eafe accom-
modate himfelf to all companies, and conform
to every fituation. He made the tranfition
from virtue to vice, and from vice to virtue,
with equal facility and ardour ; and the peo-
ple applied to him the obfervation of Homer
concerning Egypt, ¢ That it produces excel-
lent medicines, and pernicious drugs in equal

abundance.”
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abundance.” Although he was addifted to cu A »..

pleafure, and even debauchery, at Sparta he  XX.

lived according to the laws of Lycurgus, ™

and exceeded the Sparténs in temperance and

fobriety. In Ionia he afflumed the foftnefs

and effeminacy of the natives; and in the

Perfian dominions he rivalled the fuperb Sa«

traps in oriental luxury and magnificencg.

Ambition, however, had the afcendancy in his

mind ; and even in frivolous difputes, he always

contended with eagernefs, and afpited to vic-

tory. He pofiefled, indeed, moft of the quali-

fications which were requifite to form a leader

in the Athenian aflembly. His illuftrious,

though remote, and perhaps fabulous defcent

from Ajax, the manly gracefulnefs of his per-

fon, which captivated the love and admiration

of all who beheld him, and even of the philo-

fophic Socrates ; his expertnefs in the affairs

of the commonwealth ; his immenfe wealth,

which he {pent in magnificent profufion, and

lavifhed in public entertainments to the people,

dazzled all eyes, and commbnding the refpect,

invited the confidence of his fellow-citizens.

When, to all thefe endowments and advan-

tages, are added his -popular eloquence, and

his {uperior knowledge in the military art, it

1s eafy to trace his fubfequent progrefs to pre-
€minence
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eminence and power in Athens. His faults
were conftrued into the negligencies of a
great chaiacter; his affectation of fuperio-
rity, which would have been accounted cri-
minal in any other citizen, was referred to
ignorance of the world ; and his wild excefles
were conftrued into the effervefcence of a lux-
uriant and youthful mind.

WitH fuch talents and fuch a temper, it
will be readily conjectured that Alcibiades
was not born for the repofe of his country,
He had employed every effort to traverfe the
treaty of peace which had been lately con-
cluded between Athens and Sparta; but failing
in his attempt, he endeavoured to prevent it
from taking effet. He ftudied fecretly to de-
tach the Argives from the Spartanintereft, and
to irritate his countrymen againft the Lacede-~
monians, becaufe they had furrendered the
fort Pana&um in a ruinous condition, and not
fortified according to the terms of the treaty.
He endeavoured alfo to render Nicias fuf-
pected by the people of too ftrong an attach-
ment to the intercits of Sparta. At the treaty
of peace, the Lacedemonian ambafladors had
addreffed themfelves only to Nicias, in whom
they repofed confidence, and totally neglected
Alcibiades, though his anceftors had enjoyed

the



ANTIENT HISTORY.

This was a rival, therefore, whom he wifthed
to remove; and opportunities foom prefented
themfelves for accomplifthiag all his defigns.
THE citizens of Corinth coniributed to re«
new the war, which had originated from their
quarrel with their colony Corcyra. The ar-
ticle in the league between Athens and Sparta,
gianting a power to each to make fuch altera-
tions in the treaty as fituations and circuma
ftances might demand, the Corinthians con-
fidered, or affe¢ted to confider, as portend-
ing fomething fatal to the rights and liberties
of Greece, and endeavoured to infpire the ci=
tizens of Argos with fimilar fentiments. The
Argives, having remained neuter during the
former part of the war, could now appear in
full vigour, and with an unexhaufted treafury
to maintain their rights,which, it was alledged,
had been fhamefully abandoned and betrayed
by the Spartans: and they feemed willing to
regain their antient fuperiority in the Pelo-
ponnefus. The inhabitants of Mantinza and
the Elians joined the Argive alliance, and it
foon received a new addition of ftrength from
the Macedonian allies.
Tuis confederacy was foor: rendered more
formidable, by the junion of a power no lefs
2 refpectable
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refpe@able than the Athenian republic. This
unexpected event which, while it fhocks mo-
dern ideas,t illuftrates antient manners, arofe
from the machinations of Alcibiades. Am-
baffadors from Sparta arrived, who declared
to the fenate that they were invefted with
full powers to put an end to all divifions and
animofities. Next day they were to receive
audience from the popular affembly, and to
deliver their propofals. Alcibiades, appre-
henfive of their {uccefs, endeavoured to en-
gage them in a tonference. . Having in-
vited them to an entertainment, during which
he exprefled an uncommon regard for their
republic, and the warmeft wifhes for the fuc-
cefs of their embafly, he afterwards told them,
that one clrcumftance affeCted him with much
concern, their declaration before the fenate
that they were invefted with full powers. He
intreated them to beware of repeating this
declaration in the affembly, as the people, ex-~
travagant in their pretenfions, and rapacious
in their demands, would not fail to avail them-
felves of this circumftance, and infit on con-
digions injurious both to the intereft and the
honour of Sparta. He concluded with af-
furing them, that if they concealed their full
powers, he would fupport them*with all his

influence ;
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influence ; procure the reftoration of Pylus;
and prevent the accomplithment of the Ar-
give alliance. The Spartans copéded in the
man whom they had formerly offended ; look-
ed upon Alcibiades as an exuraerdinary ftatef-
man and politician ; and foon tound that thcj
had not erred in their conjecture.

NexT day the people being affembled,
the ambafladors were introduced.  Alcaibiades
enquired of them the fubject of their embafly,
and the extent of their powers. According
to the pre-concerted 'plah, they anfwered,
¢« That they came to propofe an accommoda-
tion, but were not invefted with full powers.”
« No later than yefterday,” faid the artful po-
litician, affecting a tranfport of indignation,
« they declared their full powers fo the fe-
nate, and to-day they deny them before the
affembly of the people. But fuch is the
hypocrify and duplicity of their republic.
It is thus they haye reftored Amphipolis and
the Macedonian cities! And it is thus, Athe-
nians, that they have given you poffeflion of
Pana¢tum, difmantled and demolithed ! Nay,
after concluding a league with Athens, and
rtifying it by a folemn oath, they have bafe-
ly and audacioufly infringed it, by entering
into an alliance with Thebes, your determined

Vor. 1L S and
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¢ u ap. and devoted enemy. Men of Athens! can you
xx.  ftill fubmit to fuch injuries and indignities ?
we——— QOr is it cot.fiftent, either with your juftice or
your honour, that thefe traitors, who call
themfelves ambafladors, thould remain longer
within your walls 2

No language can exprefs the zftonifhment
and confufion of the ambaffadors, who, gaz-
mg wildly on one another, could fcarcely give
credit to their eyes or their ears. Nicias,
unacquainted with the bafe firatagem of Al-
cibiades, wondered*at their folly, and partook
of their difgrace. Retiring abruptly from the
aflembly, they departed with indignation to
Sparta, and their departure announced the
renewal of hoftilities. The Athenians foon
afterwards joined the Argive alliance; op-
pointed Alcibiades their general; and fent

troops to Pylus, in order to ravage Laconia.
A this period, Nicias and Alcibiades en-
joved all authority in Athens. The former
had wearied the patience of the people, by his
firm perfeverance in oppofing their unjuft in-
clinations ; the latter had provoked their re-
fentment, by his infolent behaviour and his
profligate life. Alcibiades was {upported by
the young men, who were eager for war;
Nicuas by the aged cicizens, who knew the
9 value
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value of peace. Both were in danger of be-
ing banithed by the oftracifm, through the
intrigues of Hyperbolus, a beld bat abandoned
man, who poffefled fonie influence in the re-
public, and who was fometimes employed
by the, people to humble thofe in exalted
ftations ; but Nicias and Alcibiades, wifely
uniting their interefts, procured the banith-
ment of Hyperbolus. The oftracifin, which
was looked upon as an honourable exile, and
which had never before been infli¢ted but on
perfons of fuperior merit and renown, was
henceforth abolithed as having loft its dig-
nity, by being exercifed upon a fubjeét fo con-
temptible.

THE eccentric, but vigorous charalter of
Alcibiades, had gained an unaccountable af-
cendancy over thc minds of the people,
though they were well acquainted with the
defeéts and vices of his character, which he
hardly endeavoured to conceal. The diffolute
luxury in which he lived, made every virtuous
Athenian bluth. He exprefled too an averfion
to the cuftoms of his country, and a difre-
gard to religion and the gods. The intelligent
and ferious citizens dreaded, left by his addrefs,
his boldnefs, his eloquence, and his extrava-

gant profufion to the people, she fhould rife,
S 2 with
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