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ADVERTISEMENT.

THE favourable reception which the
Hiftory of Modern Europe has met with,
and the public with exprefled through the
Author’s friends, encouraged him to under-
take the Hiftory of Ancient Europé on a
fimilar plan. In the compofition of this
work, he has been peculiarly ftudious to
found his facts on otiginal authorities; and
to clear his narration from unimportant
events. By compréhending the Revolu-
tions in Afia and Africa, it bec.om.cs, n
forhe mteafure, a concife Hiftory of thg
WoRrLp, from the moft early ages.

For tliefe two intrddu&ory volumes,
which contain the eftablifhment of relj»
gion and govcm.nzent in all the three divi-
Jions of the *ancient Gisbeysand carry down
the Hiffory of Greece to the beginning of
the PrroronNEsiaN WaR, the Author

mutft



viii ADVERTISEMENT.

muft beg the indulgence of the learned.
And he doubts not to obtain it, from thofe
hehas moft to fear—the truly learned,
They will fee the difficulty of accurately
inveftigating fo many Intricate fubjelts;
and ot combining, within a moderatc com-
pafs, fo much hiftorical matter.
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PART 1

From the Founpation of the Gramciaw
StTATES, tothe DEsTRUCTION of CARTHAGE,
and the final ConQuEsT of GREECE by the
RoMmans,

LETTER L

INTRODUCTION.

Containing a View of the natural Progrefs of Hy
man Society, with a Sketch ¢f the early Part of
the Hiffory of the AssYRJANS, AGYPTIANS,
Puoenicians, and HuesrEWs,

Embrace, my Ldrd, the moft early opportunity LerrTER
of fulfillingethet plafing comand, which you im- L
pofed upon me at your departure from [ngland;— to
% recal to your mind occafionally, by Letters, the more
“ important ¢vents in the Hiffory of Ancient Nationss
Vor. I B « bug
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PART L
Qe rnund

THE HISHTORY OF

¢ but efpecially of fuch nations as formerly inhabited
¢¢ this feCtion of the Globe.” "Thofe events will acquire
new intereft, while you travel through the countries
in which-many of them happened, anl comparc their
Ancient with their Modern flate. And the Remains of
Ancient Statuary and Archite€lure, in conjunétion with
your knowledge of the Ancicnt Claflics, will illuftrate
the Hiftory of Ancient Art,, and alfo of Ancient Man-
ners.

UnLEss we have recomfe to that Divine Reve-
Jation communicated to the Hebrews, emphatically
ftyled the Peopic of Gody, we fhall for ever remain
ignorant of the creation of the world, and of the
primitive ftate of man; {ubjedts which, among all
other natiuns, are loft in the Chaos of Fable. Yet have
we, fetting afide Revercnce for fuch Revelation, z ftrong
defire to trace as high as Hiftoiical Records reack, or as
Heathen tradition fminifhes a chain of probable fadls,
the Rude Story of the Human Race. To gratify, with-
out abufing, this Curiofity, is the bufinefs of the Hi-
{torian. ‘

OnE circimf{tance ftrongly ftrikes the inquifitive nd
difcerning mind, in entering on the Hiftory of Ancient
Europe. We find all its vailous nations and tribes,?
bufore the introdultion of forcign improvements, in a%
fimilar ftate of Barbdsifm ‘. The Courfe of Civilization
feems, therefore, to point out to us the line we ought
to purfue, in ftudying their Hiftory.

1. The Grecks hear teftimony to theit own barbarity, and alfo to
that of the Romans; (fec Herodows, [Hucydides, Polybius, Diodorus
Siculus, and Dionyﬁué Halicarnaflenfis, paflim.) And the Romans,
while they own their obligations to Grecce, atteft the barbarity of
all the other Luropean nations, when they firft became acquainted
Wwith thent, in the courfe of their conquefls. Sce Tit, Livy, Cafar,
and Taditus, paflim.

5 Ler
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LET antiquarians bewilder themfelves in attempt- LEW
ing to difcover the origin of the firft European nations ; w_,
for our purpofe it will be fufficient, having found
them barbarous, to follow them in their ‘progrefs
toward civility, military prowefs, and political powers
and to wveftigate the caufes which retarded or accele-
rated that progrefs, together with thofe that afterward
produced a relaxation of manners, a decline of the
martial fpirit, and the downfal of empire.

In making this grand hiftorical tour, which will
bring within our view the growth and decay of the
wifeft and braveft aations that ever appeared upon the
face of the earth, we fhall have occafion to contem-
plete. MaN in all the different conditions of his
being, and under every form of government. Confe-
c}uent]y we {hall be enabled to colle, in ourrange, all
the inftru@ion that hiftory (which has been defined
philofophy teaching by ewamples) can furnifh for the
conduct of human affairs.

WitH Greece, whence fiience and civility were
conveyed, through various channels, over the weltern
world, we are naturally led to begin our furvcy It
will, however, be ncceflary, my Lord, for the better
underftanding of the Grecian hiftory, and the whole
run of European tranfaétions, at t‘xe fame time thatitis
truly hiberal, to takc an introdpctory view of the moft
ancient ftate of the nations to whom the Greeks were
indebted for their knowledge of Arts and of Lettgrs.
For Hiftory may b¢ compared to a river: we muft
afcend to the foumtain) to be abigdiftin&tly to trace its
courfe.

INDEPENDENT of :he teftimony of the facred books,
all things conépire to prove,gthat the human race muft
H#aVe~had a beginning; norghas feepticifm dared to

Ba deny,
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PART L deny, That the earth, during eaily ages, was but thinly
peopled, and imperfeétly cultivated. And ancient
hiftorians, with one accord, inform us, That the inha-
bitants of Afia, and thofe of the contiguous part of
Africa, were more early civilized and enlightened
than the European nations.

Berorke the date of any remaining records, before
the birth of Mofes, the iliuftrious Hebrew legiflator,
and the Father of Sacred Hifiory, population, policy,
and arts, had made confiderable progrefs among the
Affyrians, Agyptians, and Pheenicians®  But whe-
ther this fo early population, and confequent civility,
were the patural effeéts of climates more favoured
than any in Ewope, and greater fertility of foil, or of
the more ¢arly plant ng of the human race in the heart
of Afia, is a qucftion not yet {ettled among divines and
philofophers; and which 1s, on each fide, atrended
with many difficulties.

IF we receive, in a BRteral fenf, the Mofaic hi-
ftory of the creation, of the antediluvian world, and
the difperfion of mankind, after the flood, at Babel, or
Babylon, we thall find little difficulty in affigning 2
reafon, why “the banks of the Euphrates apd Tigris
were crowned with great cities, crowded with inha-
bitants, tkilled in all the ufeful and ingenious arts,
before a fingle city was erected on the banks of
the Danube or the Rline. Yet fhall we ftill be at a
lofs how to accourt for the nolefs early population and
improvement of Agypt, India, and China; for the
two latter countries were very diftant from the fcene
of difperfion, and the former feparated from it by almoft
impaflable deferts.

2. Thisappears evident from many paffages in the writings of Me-
Jes, and alfo in the hooks of Fofbua, Fudges and Kings. And fimilar
teftimony 1 borne by Hcrodotus, ¢ he Father of Civii Hiftory, Iib. i. 1i.
paillim.

Bur
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Bur if, with a liberal antiquarian, we confider that 'IETEQ
myfterious narrative of the Hebrew legiflator, as a mye (o
thical and political apologue, compofed for the mtroduc-
tion and fupport of the Fewi/h theocracy*s orifyconform-
able to the opinion of many learned writers, wef{uppofe
that, in confequence of the confufion of tongues and
the difperfion of mankind, the great body of the hu-
man fpecies degenerated, during their emigration, into
a ftate of favage barbarity; and, in that ftate, {pread
themfelves widely gves the face of the earth, the caufes
of {uch population and improvement may be deduced in
a fatisfaCtory manner. For this purpofe we muft
carry our inquirics to what has been called, the State of
]\’aturc‘.

Various have been the defcriptions of poers and
hiftorians, and the opinions of plulofophers, both an-
cient and modern, concerning the natural condition of
MAN; or that rude ftate in which he is fuppofed tohave

3. See a Treatife on the STupy of ANTIQUITIES, as the Commrva
TarY 10 Historicar Learping, by T. Pownmall, eflq Stveral of
the Chriftian Fathers were partly of Me Powmall’s opinion, and the
lute learned and celebrated Dr. T. Burnet 1s very eaphicit on the fub-
jegt. 1 have avoded,” fuys he, « tosmention Mofew's Cofnopo a5
« becaufe,®T think, it 1s dchivered by him rather as a Jawgroes than a
 philofopher,’ &e. '

% Almott all the Clrsflzan nterproters,”” adds Dr Burnet, ¢ agree with
t us, that the Mofaic Tubu Bolu 1s the fame thing as the Claos of the
«ancients; that the durénefi defcribed by Mofes 1s their Tartarys, and
“ Erebus,and Night 5 that hus Incubatiog of the Spint, or Lreath of God, 18
“ collufive with the 4185 of Phanes, Fros, or Bove.” (Burnet’s Theory of
the Earth, firft edit) « So far,” obferves he, « Mofes and the old
¢ philofophers agree, bt here he breaks off his pbiofopbic fira, and
% takes up a buman or a theological fire 73 1n which he has framed a po-
« pulur relation of the rife of things, 1n ghe manner we all know.'*
(3 1bud ) To the fume purport writes Mr. Wjufton, concerning the
Creation of the Celeftial Bodies. * Mofes indeed,” fays he, @ n\entions
* the making of the Sun, &c.n order to accommodate his narraive to
® qulgar apprebﬂg?an; but chuefly to feeure the Ferwr from the worfbip of
# the Hoff of Heaven.” Whilton,®D:%. of the Mofuic Greation, P 4.

B% exifted
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PHRT L exifted before the cftablithment of government, the

. aand framing of laws, or the invention of arts. In order

to induce mankind to fet an higher value upon the be-

nefits of .civil fociety, or for the purpofe of debafing

the human chara&er, fome have reprefented the ftatc of

nature as a ftate of warfare and wretchednefs ; in which

force was the only law, and where man was on a Icvel

with the brutes: while others of a more bencvolent

temper, or enemies to refinement, have defcribed the

natural ftate as the happieft of human conditions; a

ftate, wherein men having few wants, if they had few

accommodations, and few interfering interefts, had

little temptation to violence ot fraud, and lived in the

moft perfect harmoeny. Hence the fables of the golden

age. The former reprefent the ftate of nature as the

reign of force, cruelty, and miferys the latter of juftice,
humanity, and felicity.

BuT 2 more perfedt acquaintance with rude natons,
and confequently with undifguifed human nature, has
proved both thofe reprefentations to be, in a great
meafure, falfe. For at we find no reom to believe,
that there ever was an age, or a country, in which thz
human race ‘were not raifed above the level of the
brute creation, we find none where the prefence of one
human creature was to othersa fignal of hoftility,

Man is a complex bemg He has found in every
age, country, and c.,ondmon, the fources of variance
and dxﬂlnﬁom as well as of concert and union. Na-
ture feems to have fown in his mirtd the feeds of ani-
mofity with thofe of affection. * He. embraces with

l
4. See’Hifl. Gen. des Poyages, paffim. 1 in fome iflands of the fouthern
otean all flrangers are regarded as ememics, we may frioufly queflion,
Whether this boflile antipathy had not its origin in the ingurees commiited
by foreign invaders?

alacrity
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alacrity occafions of perfonal oppofition, and he flies LETEQ;I

with ardour to the relief of a fellow-creature in diftrefs;
without any motive but the impulfe of the heart, or
any commuand but that of fympathetic feeling.

THE fhouts of joy are to Man yet more attralive
than the fhrieks of woe. Prompted by a tafte for
fociety to mingle with the herd of his fpecies, he longs
to fhare their happinefs, to become acquainted with
their fentiments, and to communicate his owns. He
delights to act in conjunéhion with them, is ambitious
of diftinction under their eye, and proud of their ap-
probaticn®.  Hence emulation and competition, the
two great fources of illuftrious altions. Man is equally
difpofed to friendthip and enmity; to return bencfits,
and refent injuics; to rctan a fenfe of favours cone

5. A flate of mature,” fays the moft figacious of all philofophers,
®1s a flue of fuuty to man He 1s by nature a fual ammaf, and
« although a fenfe of mutual <vints, and muwual ard, Aid not didiate the
“ e ity of crvrl unron and cobabitaticn, yitowould mankind berd, and iz e
“ together.” (Amftot Polit. lib.ait cap 1v ) To the fame ffect wr tes
the greac y ographer : « Man !’ fays he, “isbo.n with this melim stion
“to affeciate. It 1> anappetste comnmon tg the human fpecies””  (Strabo,
Geog hib. xvi) 1have had recourfe to thele authorities, 1n order to
oyerthrow an opinton, which has been propagatcd oot ondy by b fol-
lowers of Hobhes, but by many other refpectable writers on the foun-
datron of foaety , That men wat > onginally induced to unite in fr')cn.ty
merely to avord the injuries to which they were expofd fiom each other
in aftatc of nature (See the Divine Legatron of Mufis, book 1 feélgu. et
fiq) Whercas the truth is, That meng affociated from inftin&, or
natural affc&ion ; and laws were xnvgwted, and r igron inflituted, to
bind them more clufely together, to curb thgur irrcgular paffions, and
render them more happy in the focal frate Henco the general nuf-
take, mto which cven Warbarton has partly fallen: the eféer wa fub.
ftituted for the caufe.

6 7T hisfintimentls mutnal « The 4 1gn who, 1n defence of others,’™
obfcrves Polybius, « is fuen to throw hinndif fogemoft into ev ry dun-
< ger, and even to fuftain the fury of the herceft animals, fever fals
 to obtain the londeft expredfions of applaute fiom all prfent. * Polyb,

hb. v E\ccrpt.:.
A 4 ferred,

D
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WART L ferred, when he wants ability to repay; and a remems
Wv==’ brance of wrongs, when he is unable to retaliate?:
whence gratitude and revenge.

THE feeds of all the virtues as well as vices, and
whatever is generous in human nature, may be found
in the heart of the favage. In his pride of indepen~
dency, and his confcioufnefs that no man has a right
to injure another in his perfon or property ; becaufe no
man is naturally indebted to another for thofe things,
we difcover the foundation of jufice and natzral free-
dom. And although favage man is commonly more
fullen in difpofition than the citizen, by reafon of his
mode of life, he is no ftranger to the influence of the
focial principle. He chufes his dwelling in the neigh-
bourhood' of other favages, inftead of thunning their
fight, or lodging in the folitary cave; he goes in com-
pany with them in queft of food; and when he returns
from the chace, and has fatisfied his hunger, and that
of his family, with his prey, he joins his companions
in the fong and the dance®.

As man is pofleflfed of the focial principle in every
ftage of Ris Being, he has alfo, at all times, and inall
places, been poflefled of reafon and imagination, the

7, « Man who alene, of all animals, is endowed with the faculty of
reafon, cannot,” remarks &he fame deep difcerner of human natuie,
« gverlook fuch actions with indifference.”  Polyb. ubi fup.

8. Hiff. Gen dis Voyages, pafﬁm If favage man any where appears
in a ftate of degradation, it isin the extreme regions of the north, or
toward the fouth pole; where the rigour of the cimate checks the
principle of animal life in the human {pecies, and with itall the nobler
{prings of adion, the more : gencrous fentimentsy, and finer feclings of
the foul. Yet even there, in thofe regions of darknefs and of froft,
the fockl character of man is not utterly deftroyed; his intellcQual
faculty, or his power of dominion over the brute creation. Ibid. art,
dicland, Lapland, Greenland, Kamchatka, Terra del Fuego, &c.

twa
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two grand fources of invention. Art is matural to LETTEM
. . ) . L

man®. He can find his happinefs and accommodation e je_
in any condition, But they who have contemplated him

in every point of view, will be at no lofs to determine,

in what ftate he attaineth the perfetion of his cha-

ra€ter. That ftate which affords the fulleft exercife to

his intelletual faculties, without injury to his corporeal

powers, muft be found in cultivated fociety ; in a come

munity polithed but not corrupted, and prefling for-

9. This was the general maxim of all the ancient philofophers, except
thofe of the fe@ of Epicurus ; but more efpecially of the Platonifts.
And an enlightened modern philofopher (Lord Shaftefbury) who wrote
as early as the beginning of the prefent century, when favage life
was lefs perfeétly known than at prefent, has admirably pefuted and
ridiculed the 1dea, « That mankind ever hrved in o flate, where they were
“ unacquainted with the ufe of fpeech, the more neceffary arts, or firongers
 t0 focral affefiion.’’ ¢ Without belying nature,’ obferves he, ¢ and con~
¢ tradicing what is evident from natural biffery, fudl, und the naturaf
¢ courfe of things, it is impoflible to admut thisJ/—nalund propofition. For
¢ 1f Providence, not Change, gave Max his being, he muft have been a¢
¢ frff nealy what we now find him, - But Ict us {uppofe him to have
¢ fprung, as the old poets fugned, from a b gbellred oak; and, at firft, to
« have had little form, and no more 4fe than the finftive plant; that, by
S degrees, the members of this fortust we birth were difplayed, and the
¥ organs of fenfz begar to wnfuldthemfelves ; that here rarg an ear, there
*pesped an eye ! Belke 2 aid too came m company ' for what fuperflun
¢ itiey Naturqmay have been charged with, af /i7f, is difficult to deters
¢ mine!—They dropt off, however, o fiems, 1 tume ; and happlly have
¢ left things, af laff, in 2 good pofiure . —and, to a wonder} juff as they
§ fbonld be. .

¢ This is furely the bweff view of the oripin of humankind,’ adds he, But
¢ granting it to have been fuch as I have deferibed it, and as a cers
< tain philofopher would needs have at,%ct wil} our conclufion be the
¢ fame. In a word, if geaeration be natural; if affection to, and the care
¢ of, offspring be aatural; it follows,” « That feaety muft alfo bs satvral
% to manlind; and that ou} of foucty and community, MAN never did,
# por ever can fubfift * ¢ And can we allog this fossal part to Man,
¢ and go no farther:~-1sit poflible he thould pa:r, and ke in Jellowpip
¢ with his pariner and gffipring, and remam full wfxolly Jpeachlef, and
¢ without thofe ArTs of foring, buslding, and other occonomy, a8 natural
*furely fo Him, 23 to the Beaver, the Ant, or the Bee.'—Shaftefbury’s
Cﬁaraﬂmfw, vol ¥, Moralifis, pang ii, fe&. iv.

5 ward



£ TR MIDUAGRY IR

YPART I “wyard in the career of military fame, policy, and arts,

W=’ Hence the fage remark of Ariflotle : « We are to judge
¢ of Man in his ftate of advancement, net in that of
€ 1gnovance or barbarity; a progrefs in knowledge and
¢ ¢ivifity being natural to him 10.?

SucH, according to the accounts of the moft judi-
cious travellers, and the obfervations of the moft pro-
found philofophers, is the natural or rude ftate of man
in all countries, and {uch his advances toward refinc-
ment. But thele advances are very diflerent in diffe-
rent regions of the earth,

In northern countries, where the foil is rugged, the
climate fevere, and the fpontaneous productions of the
carth, fit for the fupport of human life, few and of
fmall value, the progrefs of {ociety is flow. Hunting
is there long thegfole employment of Man, and his
principal means of fubfiftencc. He fecds upon the
fleth, and clothes himfelf with the fkins of wild ani
mals 11,

BuT in fouthern latitudes, where the earth is more
bountiful, <he foil more fufceptible of culture, ang the
ufe of animal food lefs neceffary, the favage ftate is of
fhorter continuance. Little inclined, in fuch climates,
to ative exertions, mankind foon relinquith the pur-
fuit of wild beafts, or ceafe to confider the chace as
their chief occupatiom  They early acquire the art of
taming and rearing the more docile and ufeful animals,
and of cultivating the moft nutritive vegetable produc~
tions '*,

In
10. Ariftot. Poljs. lib. 1 cap il

II."}IA]?. Gen. des Voyager, pallim. et 2ud. cit.

12. Tam not ignorant that the paffion for hunting hasbeen repre-
prefented as fo ftrong in the human fpecies, that men never betake
themiclves to the tanung or reCring of animals, 8atil the wild breed

becomes
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IN proportion as food becomes more plentiful men
are enabled to indulge more freely the appetite for
fociety. They live together in larger bodies.” Towns
and cities are built.  Private property 1n land is afcer-
tained, and placed under the guardianthip of laws®s.
Agniculture 1s profecuted ; metals are difcovered, and
mines worked.  Ger s is called forth by emulanion,
and arts and {ciences are mvented, The political union
among the members of the fame community, is 1en-

becomes too fcarce to furmih them with food, and thar averfion
agamit lahour fo great, that thcy de not apply themfelves to agricul-
ture, while they can find fuficient room to pafture thur herds
and flocks (See Lord Kumss Skecles of the Hifiury of Man, book i
pafim ) But this rcatoming, founded on the pradice of the North
American favages and Afiatic Tartars, though plaufible m theery,
is contradided by fadts, and, therefore, cinnot be of umverfal appli~
cation, hecaufe unfupported hy general obfervation or 'expen nee,
in the huftory of ancient or modetn n tions, mhabiting the milder clim
mates of the earth  Such of the ancient Seythian tnibes, as had feized
upon fortile difinéts, cnitivated the ground, and fiveral of them
had attained, by thele mains, toa confiderable degree of civility,
while thefe tribes, lofs fortnnately fituated, were utterly rude and bar-
barous (Heiodot Uib, v piffim ) The fume obf rvation may be ex-
tended to fome North American tuibes, or the banks of the Ohio,
Mtntfipp, &c. and to every people mhabiting fuch aifiri®s over the
face of the globe See Hif Gen des 7 ya; , pulim

13® 1 his may be confidured as ta= firlt great ftage in the progrefs of
avil{ocety  the advance from Juating to /e ling, or even fram le dig
0 rud. agrua ture, fuch as 15 found pmone p\lunng nations, bung
comparative}y fmall.  For while men pafture therr cattle, or cultivate
the ground m wowmen, thewr mdulliy 1 lingud, and the product of
thewr flocks and fields fcanty.  Perfonsfy P pe iy Land, and the
profpeét of reaping eaciu) wely the fiv & of lus Bbour, can ulone give
adivity and prrfoverance to the labours of the hutbandman, or { ttie
ity to the earth, Hence the attention of ancient leguflagors to the pre-
fervation of land marks, and the vengear ~¢, both human and divine, that
was denounced aguandt fuch as fhould rem g them  They confidered
the dz'v!/inn o la ds whiet | ave bireh togurs Lriden ¢ 2 lh(’]?armtuf o !
ordr, 10 makiig ench wat the guerdian of his own pofieflions, and the
magifterte the guardian of al', by the sul trors which it made ner ffory.
8ee Mom de I ead des Infersp® tom. 1. ¢t zucte cat. {Edit. Pars, 17 36,)

P 50, et leq.
dered

.3
LeTTEM

1
ey,



wHE RISTORY.OF

BARTL dered more clofe, by an apprehenfion of danger from

W=’ abroad; and the intercourfc between them more gene-
ral, from a fenfe of mutual conveniency. Hence pa-
triotif;m and internal traffic, the two great fources of
nmational happinefs and profperity.

MEN acquire a ftrong affetion for their native coun-
try, and for their fellow-citizens, foon after the divifion
of lands; in confequence of their common firugglesto
defend their cultivated pofleffions againft the ravages
of barbarous and hoftile neighbours. An unlimited
exchange of commodities, originating in a defire of
mutual accommodation, takes place between the peo-
ple of the fame flate; and that exchange quickens
induftry, gives birth to new arts, and calls forth ait
the ingénuity of man, in order to improve the futhion
or fabric of the articles of barter. A general inftrument
of exchange, under the name of money, is invented : and
commercial tranfaétions being thus readered more eafy
and expeditious, trade is extended from the members
of a particular community to thofe of other flates,
Nations, like individuals, mutually fupply cach other’s
wants, and the focial {yftem is gradually perfe&ed.

CONFORMABLE to this view of the natural progrefs
of fociety, we find Affyria and Agypt, countiies
abpounding in fpontaneous productiens proper for the
food of man, and of eafy culture, more early populous
and civilized than anyother regions intimately known
to the ancicnt inhabitants of our divifion of the earth,
India and China, favoured with finilar advantages,
boaft as old an acquaintance with the arts of etvil life.
And the kingdomd of Mexica and Peru, in the new
world, owed ‘their fuperiority in pepulation and im-
provement over the other American diftriéts, at the
time of their difcovery, allo to foil and climate. But
America perhaps had n§t emerced from the occan at

the
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the period of which Ifpeak. India had Kttle, and

m'{mi'

China no conneftion with the affairs of ancient ; ;

Europe. The cafe was very different with refpect to
Aflyria and Agypt.

THE Aflyrians, who poflefled the fertile banks of
the Euphrates and Tigris, and the fat and extenfive
plain between thefe two rivers, anciently known by the
name of Mecfopotamia, had many inducements to in
dulge the focial principle, independent of all ideas of
mutual f{afety and fupﬁort. If nature denied them
the olive, the fig, and the vine, fhe had bountifully be-
beflowed on them the palm-tree*4; which includes
moft of the virtues of thofe choice fruits, befide many
others peculiar to itfelf 1.  And to that precious gift
was added a foft and rich foil %, that rewarded the
labours of the hufbandman with abundant crops of
wheat, barley, and other kinds of grain—with the in-
credible increafe of two, and even of three hundred
fold .

Tue

14. Herodot. lib. i. cap. cxciii. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 742, Edit. Lutct.
Paris, typis Regiis, 1620. Pliny, Hiff Na. lib. xui. cap. iv.

15, Id. ibid. et Kempfer, Amenttat. Exotiez, fafcicul. iv. The inha-
bitanw of Affyria celcbrated, in fongs, the three hurldred and fixty
virtues of the palm-tree. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 742.

16. Strabo, Lib xvi.p. 740.

17. Herodot lib. i. cap. cxcili. Theophrall. Hif. Plentar. lib viil.
cap. vii. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 742. For that extracrdinary fertiltty
Aflyria was partly indebted, in its moft cultivated flate, to artificial
canals, that conveyed the waters of the Buphrates into the chanael of
the Tigris ; and which interfeting the plain of Mefopotamia, in various
dire&ions, by means of crofs-cuts, afforded a conftant fupply of moif-
ture to the fields, during thé abfence of rain. (Herodot. et Strabo, ubi
fup.) Nor was this the only purpof thefc candls ferved: they pre-
wented the lands from being deluged by th overflowing of the Fu-
phrates; which was annually fwelled, in the begifining of fummer,
by thke melting of fnows on the mountains of Armenia. (Strabo, Lib,
xvi p. 740.) They ferved uifo to facilitate commercial intercourfe,
fome of them being navigable. (Idgibid.) The confining of rivers

within theic banks, and draiving off ftagnating waters, feem to hdve
bave
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PARTL  Tag inhabitants of fuch a country muft have mul-
- tiplied faft; and, when united under one government,
they muft foon have become powerful. The Affyrians
are accordingly reprefented by all ancient hiftorians, as
the firft people who exercifed extenfive dominion
among men.  And the cities of Nineveh and Babylon,
which might be confidered as their two ftate an-
chors, afforded an early difplay of oriental magni-
ficence *°,

THE great temple at Babylon, erefled to Belus, Bel,
or Baal, the Loy 4 of Heawen, in eaftern language, pecu-
Yiarly attrated admiration in old times. It was a fquare
building, meafuring two ftadia *% or about twelve hun-
dred feet, on each fide; and out of the middle of it
rofe a folid tower or pyramid, alfo of a {quare figure,
fix hundred feet high?°, and of an equal width at the
bafe**.  On the top of that tower was formed @ {pa-

been the firft efforts made by man, for rendering comfortalle his tere
refirial habitation.

18. Herodot. lib i. cap. clxxviii — clx«xiii. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p.
91—98, edit Hanove, typis Wechehanis, 1604. Strabo, lib. xvi, p.
7375 738, edit. fup. cit. The building of the former of thofe cities i3,
by Diodorus arfd Strabo, afcribed to Ninus, the firlt Affyrian emperor;
and that of the lattcr to his widow, Semiramis. (Diod Sicul. et Strabo,
ubi fup.) But we have the authority of Sacred Writ to affirm, that
Nineveh and Babylon were founded in more early times; (Genefis,
chfap. x. ver. 9, 10.) though they probably owed to Ninus and Semi-
ramis, that firength and%grandcur which made them the wonder of
fucceeding ages, ‘This opinbon, fo far as it regards Babylon, is fup~
ported by Herodotus, (hb. i. cap. clxxxiv.) and countenanced by an-
other paffage in the fume venerable author; (lib, iit. cap.clv.) where
we are told, That one of the gates of Babylon bore the name of Ninus
and another that of Semiramis, And the teftimony of Scripture is cor-
roborated by Berofus, (af® Jofeph cont. Apian, lib. i) who blames the
Grecks for afcribing the foundation of Babylon to Semiramis, queen of
Aflyria. Babylon, which 1fhall afterward have occafion to defcribe,
ftood on the banks of the Buphrates. Herodot. lib. i, cap. clxxx,

19. Herodotus, lib. i. cap. clxxxi, 20. Stigbo, lib. xvi. p. 738.

a1. 1d. ibid. et Herodot. ubi fup.

¢ cious
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cious dome**, which ferved as an obfervatory to the Lm
ancient Chaldean aftronomers *%, In this dome was a

table of gold, and 2 pompous bed, but no fiatue **.

The lower part, or body of the temple, which fur-

rounded the tower, was adorned with facred furniture

in the fame precious metal; a golden altur and table,

and a magnificent ftatue of the God, feated on a

throne of folid gold =*.

TrE defcription of this fuperb temple cannot fail
to awaken your Lordthip’s curiofity, to become ac-
quainted with the religion and learning of the Affy-
rians of Babylon. And I fhall endeavour to gratify
it in fome degree; as I may not, perhaps, afterward
find an opportunity of fo doing; and becaufe the utter
deftrution of Nineveh, the chief city in Affyna Pro~
per, and the capital of the Affyrian empire, before it’
had been vifited by any European traveller, has left us;
totally ignorant of the ftate of knowledge among the
inhabitants of that ancient metropolis ; which ftood on

22 Herodotus, lib. i. cap. clxxxi. 23. Diod. Sicul.lib. ii. p ¢8.

24. Herodot ubi fup. Diodorus places in this dome, or aerial temple,
three flatues of prodigious weight and fize. But he cguld only fpeak
by rcz)ort; for the great temple at Babylon, ashe hinelf informs us,
(lib. ii. p. 98.) had been pillaged by the facrilegious rapacity of the
Perfian monarchs, long before his time. And if we believe Arrian,
(Expedit, Alex. 1ib vii, p. 480, edit. Amft. 1668 ) it was dcftroygd,
or utterly difmantled, by Xerxes, on his retugn from Greece and confe-
quently, Herodotus can hardly be fuppofed to have feen it, as he was then
very young. But the honeft teftimony of this eriginal hiftorian, who
ay be trufted in repard to what fell under his own obfervation, and
when he fpeaks in his own perfon, beyond almoft any ancient writer,
{eaves us no room to doubt that he vicwed the temple of Belus before it
was much defpoiled. He relates diftinéily ghat be fewin that templc,
and he alfo mentions what be wwar t/d, by the Chaldean priefts, (lib. i
cap. clxxxiii.) concerning « gigantic ftatue of gald that formerly ftood
in the lower part of it, and which was fereed by Xerxes, (Id. ibid.) who
flew the priet that attempted to oppole him.

%§. Herodotus, Bb.i, cap. clxxxiii®

the
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PART L the banks of the Tigris?4, as Babylon did on thofe of
&=/ the Euphrates *’.

ALL ancient authors agree in reprefenting the Ba-
bylonians as very early ikilled in aftronomy *%. Hero-
dotus afcribes to them the invention of the gnomon, ot
fun-dial, with the knowledge of the pole, and divifiont
of the day into twelve equal parts *°: and he gives us
reafon to believe, that the Zgptians, as well as the
Greeks, were indebted to them for thefe difcoveries in
the afironomical fcience ®. This fcience, and every
other part of philofophy, was chiefly cuitivated among
the Babylonians, by a body of men called Chaldeans;
who were fet apart for the fuperintendance of religious
worfhip, and invefted with great authority *t. They
maintained that the univerfe was eternal, the wk of
an eternal God ; whofe will gave it lixlh, and whofe
providence continues to govern it *%

"'THE Chaldeans are fuppofed to have owed their
early proficiency in aftronomy, partly to the carly civi-

26. Herodotus, lib. i. cap cxciii. lib. ii. cap. cl. Plin. Hif. Nat, libs
wi. cap. xv. 27. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 738.

8. The teftimony of philofophers on this fubjedt is tniform, from
Plato and Ariftotle downwards; and with them concur all ancient hie
florians, who have treated of Affyrian affairs.

29. Heradat. lib. ii. cap. cix. 30. Id. hid. 31. Diod Sic,
Iib. ii. p. 1¥5.  They were, fays he, the mof ancient Babylonians.

2. Ibid. lib.ii.p. 116, Thelearned Cudworth queftions the accuracy
of Diodorus, on this fulge@; and conjeftures, that if the Chaldeans
held fuch an opinion, as the Bternity of the #7orid, 1n the time of that
hiftorian; they had réceived it from the difciples of Ariftotle; be-
canfe Berofus, a more ancient writer than Diodorus, declares they
maintained 2 Cofmogania, or Creation of the Worid, in the manner of
the Mgyptians and Greeks. (Intcllectual Sufiern, book 1 chap. iv.)
But ! am difpofed to think, that the do&rine of the eternity of the
world, fo confiften¢. with an aftronomical priefthood, was the moft an-
cient tenet of the Chaldeans; and if‘thcy entertained, at any time,
another opinion in regard to it, that fuch opirion was imbibed, after
the intercourfe between ZEgypt and Affyria was opened, in confas

quence of the conguelt of both®ountrics by the Porfians.
c lization
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fization - of Aﬁ'yrxa, and partly to the nature of the m
country ; where, in the midft of extenfive plains, un- ,

der a clear and ferene iky, they had opportunity of
obferving, during the greater part of the year, the
courfe of the heavenly bodies, and the whole chorus
of the firmament, without the intervention of rain or
clouds3’. And the vaft height of the tower, in the
middle of the temple of Belus, muft farther have
contributed to perfe€t their aftronomical obferva-
tions.

Varrous have been the opinions of antiquarians
concerning the building, and defign of this ftupcndous
edifice, which greatly exceeded in altitude the higheft
of the ZEgyptian pyramids. It has been fuppofed to
be the tower ereCted by the fons of Noah 3%*in order
to ferve as a fignal, and centre of union, to the grow-
ing families of the human race, after the flood **: and
it has been reprefented as a fepulchral monument *°.
But its immenfity and durability prove it to have been
the work of a great people, fkilled in the mechanical
arts; and the contemplation of the heavenly bodies,
by a prieflhood devoted to the ftudy of thofe bodies,
appears evidently to have been the purpofe for which
it was built, and raifed to fuch a myfterious height.
That it was made {ubfervient to that end, we have the
authority of Diodorus *’.

THIs intelligent hiftorian aHo informs us, to what
pitch the Chaldeans had carried their difcoveries in
aftronomy. Theyhadfound out, and taught as fixed prin-

33. Plato, Epinom. Ariftot, de Celo,Ub. il- cap- xii. Cicero, d¢ Di-
winat, lib, i. 34. Gen. chap. xi. ver. 4.

85. Perizon, Orig. Babylon. cap. x. xi. xii. Bochart, Phaleg. parti.
lib i, cap, ix. Prideaux, Conmedd. of the Hiff. of the Old and New
o flament, part i. book ii.

36. Strabo, libMvi, p. 738. @ 37. Diod. Sicul. Lib. ii. p- 9%

Vor. L. , C ciples,

k4

4
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PARTL ciples, That each of the plancts moved in an orbit, or
courfe peculiar to itfeif; that they were impelied with
different degrees of velocity, and performed their revo-
lutions in unequal portions of time; that the moon is
nearer to the earth, and performs her revolation inlefs
time than any of the folar planets; not becaufe of the
velocity of her motion, but by reafon of the {malinefs
of her orbit; that her light is borrowed, and her
eclipfes produced by the intervention of the fhadow of
the carth *%,

Bur the Chaldean priefts, in contemplating the
beauty and harmony of the Solar Syfiem, feem foon
to have loft fight of the Great Author of Order and
Excellence; or to have held the people in ignorance of
that Supreme Mover of the ftupendous machine of the
Univerfe, and to have reprefented the Heavenly Bodies
as the Gods who govern the world 3% while they pre-
tended to foretel the fates of men, and of kingdoms,
by reading the afpeéts of thofe luminaries*°.  Hence,
from the unhappy conjunction of the aftronomical
{cience with prieft-craft, So/ar or Star-wor/hip, and
Fudicial Affrology, were propagated over the Eaft in
very ancicfit times, and paved the way for idolatry
and blind fuperitition.

« THis fubjet I fhall afterwards have occafion to in-
veftigate, in tracing the progrefs of Polytheifm. At
prefent, we muft take a view of the rife and progrefs
of the Affyrian empire.

Ninvs, the reputed founder of that empire, and king
of Aflyna Proper, is faid to have extended his fway
from the Perfian guif to the banks of the Tanais, and
from the Indus to the Nile4. He began his ambi-

38. Tbid. Iib. ii. p. 117. - 39. Diod, Sicaf. lib. ii. p. 126, 217+
40. 1d. 1bid, A1, @aclias, ap. Diod, Sicul. lib. i,
] tious
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tious career with the invafion of Chaldes, or the ancient LETTN
kingdom of Babylon, which he fubdued. Media and ‘_‘:__‘
Amenia next fubmitted to his arms**. He appears to A?:&;.
have been the firft prince, who united the fpirit of
conqueft with the fcience of politics: for to him may
reafonably be afcribed the divifion of the Affyrian em-

pire into provinces, and alfo the inftitution of the thre¢

councils, and three tribunals, by which government

was adminiftered, and juftice diftributed, in fubordi-

nation to the will of the fovereign %,

SEmiraMmis, the widow of Ninus, a woman of
mafeuline abilitics, who affumed the fupreme power
during the minority of her fon Ninyas, and {wayed
the fceptre forty-two years, is reported to have thed
new luftre over that monarchy which her hufband
had founded **. She vifited in perfon every part of
her extenfive dominions ; built cities in various
diftriCts of the Aflyrian empire; cut roads through
mountaing, in order to facilitate intercourfe between
contiguous provinces; traverfed Lgypt, and conquered
[Ethiopia, if we may credit her hiftorian®. And
baving overawed the tributary princes, by the number
and valour of her troops, as well as by the vigour of
her adminiftration, the was encouraged, we are told,
to undertake the conqueft of India; but failed in that
grand enterprife, and with difficilty made her efcape
into Baltria, with the remains of her immenfe army *°.

The

42. Id. ibid. 43. Strabo, lib, xvi. p. 743, et feq.

44. Ctefias, ap. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. Diodorus informs us, that, ac~
cording to fome hiftorians, Semiramis ufigped the Aflyrian fecptre
during the life of her hufhand, whow fhe threw into prifon. Bs.
Lib. ii. p. 107, 108. 45. Ctefias, ap Diod. Scul, ubi {up.

46 1dibid. ) have forsbore to relate the particulars of this expedi-
tions becaufe the detail is too extravagaut te entitle it to hiftorical cre-
dibility. Yet oughe we nor to tonligler the exploits of Semiramis, or
thofe of Ninus, as mere fables. ¥ar we are affured that the Aflyrians
kept Chrenicles, or records of public ‘tranfadtions. (Diod. Sicul. Lib. "B,
Jofeph cont. Apian. lib. L) And thefe records Ctefias, who was phy-

’ Ca . fician
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PART L The kingdom of Bactria, which Iay to the eaft of the
Cafpian fea, and cn the confines of Afiatic Scythia,
is faid to have been the laft, and moft atduous conquelt
of Ninus*,

T'o Semiramis s afcribed the building of the walls of
Babylon, the temple of Belus, and other magnificent
works, which were rankcd among the wonders of the
ancient world*’, She is believed to be the firft woman
that ever {fwayed a fceptre; and the ability with which
fhe reigned, has induced Plato to maintain, * 'That
¢ women, as well as men, ought to be intrufted with
¢ the government of ftates, and the conduct of mili-
¢ tary operations *°.” But, admitting this pofitior to be
juft, fo far as it refpe&s talents, the example o the
Affyrian queen feems allo to prove, what fubfequent
experience has feldom contradited; ¢ That women, in
¢ exercifing fovercigaty, lofe the virtucs of their own

fician to the younger Cyrus, and refided long 1 high faveur at the
Perfian court, fcems to hive examned, though he has furely exagge-
rated many circumftances, in ordcr to excite the wonder of his readers,
and give them lofty ideas of the power and grandeur of the Affyrian
monaichs, Anfong fuch exaggerations may be ranked the three mil.
lion of mfantry, five hundred thoufand cavalry, and one hundred
houfand chariots of war, with which Semiramis 1 faid to have invaded
India (Ctefias, ubi {fup.) But the tradition of her Indian expedition is
preferved by all ancient hiftorians and geographers; and, therefore,
could not be omitted here.

47. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 93, 94.

48. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. et Strabo, lib. xvi. paffim.

49 Plato de Repub. lib. v.  To this opinion of Plato thc honeft
Rollin oppofes the reafoning of Ariftotle and Xenophon; who affert
« That the Author of Nature, in giving diffcrent qualities of mind and
« body to the two fexes, has marked out their different deftinations
(Anftot. de Cura RBei Famil. lib. i. et Xenoph. de Adminif. Domefl.)
and juftly concludes, « That woman is deftined for the conduét of do-
¢ meftic affairs;” in the fuperintendance of which, far from being de-
graded, the finds her moft honourable ftaticn, and exercifes her proper

empire; her brightcft talents a (earing to moft advantage, under the
gﬂ of modelty and Wgﬁgﬂ Ansienne, tom §i. chap. i.

.  {ex,
NEran
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 fex, without acquiring thofe of ours.” For unbridled LETTER
ambition, and inordinate lu(’c, are the ftrongeft traits (o .

in the character of Semxramxs, who funk the mother
in the ufurping and afpiring emprefs, and the matron
in the vainglorious and infatiable proftitute; and who,
in gratifying her paffion for dnminion, and her appe-
tite for fenfual pleafure, paid no regard to juftice or
humanity *°

Ninvas, who fucceeded to the Affyrian feeptre on
the death of his imperious mother, being a prince of a
mild difpofition, employed himfelf in framing regula-
tions for the fecurity of his throne, and the confer-
vation of thofe dominions which his parents had
acquired. Having no turn for war or conqueft, he
did not command his troops in perfon, agreeable to the
cuftom of ancient kings; but, confining himfelf chiefly
to his palace, committed the conduct of his arnies ta,
his meft approved officers *'.

50. As her wars were undertaken without provocation, (Diod. Sicub
lib.1i. paflim.) they feem to have beenprefecuted with a fanguinary{pirit,
Her amours were yet more atrocious. Her caftom was, to fingle out
one of the handfomfeft men in her army ; and when fhe became tired
of him, to order him to be put to death, and choofe another to fupply
his phace. (Ibid. b ii. p. 101.) A modern Semuiramis, in the North
of Europe, is known to have made love and war 1na manner fo fimilar,
asto give fome degree of credibility to the ftory of the Afiyrian queen,
fetting afide other marks of refemblance.—If, with the learned and
ingenious Mr. Bryant, we were to fubftitute the NingviTes for Ni-
Nus, and the SamariM for Semiramis; two branches of, the fanuly of
Cauvs, as he conjeQures ( New Syflem of dncient Mythal, vol. 11 p. 106,
& feq.), this reafoning would be altogether smpertinent. But asIam
determuned to follow the teftimony of the moft refpe@able Greek and

Roman hiftorians, without regard to hisfyftem of bero-annsbilation, L
have confidered Ninus and Semiramis as réal perfons and a¢ fuch, have
reafoned on ther adions. Some regard will huwever be due, in the

courfe of this hiftory, to Mr. Bryant’s inquirics concerning Sorsr
Worsuip,

51 Diod Sicul‘hb. ii. p. 108,
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JEE HISTOUK I OF

Ow this account, Ninyas has been accufed of indo-
lence and effeminacy, though feemingly without reas
fon. By feldom appearing in public, he infpired his
people with more awe of his prefence **; and by de-
volving the executive government upon others, he had
more leifure to attend to the affairs of the cabinet,
and provide for the general .interefts of his empire.
He accordingly framed, and carried into operation, 2
fyftem of jealous policy, admirably calculated for pre-
ferving peace and tranquillity in a great monarchy.
He ordered the governor of every province to raife
annually a certain number of men, for the fupport of
his military eftablithment; and the whole army, when
completed, to be multered in the neighbourhood of
his capital, where he appointed a commander in chief
over the troops of each naidon °, At the clofe of the
year, the army was diffolved ; and a new one, levied in
the fame manner, fupplied its placc; the foldiers of
the former being abfolved from their military outh,
and permitted to return home **.

No fyftem of martial policy could be better adapted
than this to the ends propofed by Ninyas. A numerous
body of difciplined men always under arms, and ready to
march to the moft diftant part of his dominions, enabled
him effectually to repel invafion, as well as keep his

¥2. The Greeks, a refilefs and warlike people, who could efteem no
prince that was not dittinguithed by martial exploits, concluded Ninyas
fhut him{elf up in his palace only to conceal his vices. (Diod. Sicul. lib.
ii. p. 108.) But this is a very unfuir inference. If the fecluded life of
Ninyas can be alcribed to any caufe befide defpotic policy, it may per-
haps be imputed to the domeftic habits which he had \ontra&ed during
the reign of his mother Semiramis; whofe love of power made her
retain the fceptre after het fon had attained the age of manhood, and
decline fecond nuptials, left the fhould give herfelf a mafter in taking a
hufband. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 101.

53. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 108. $4. 1d. ibid.
{ubjelts
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fubjes in obedience ; while the annual change of the Lxm
troops, which compofed that body, prevented the h—-v--'
officers and foldiers from leaguing together **; and,
confequently, from forming ambitious attempts againft

the imperial authority.

Nor was the attention of Ninyas confined folely to
military regulations. He duly appointed able judges,
and civil governors, for the feveral provinces of his
empire *°; and each governor was obliged to repair,
once a year, to Nineveh, and give an account of his
adminiftration, in perfon /.

THE fame plan of government was invariably purfued
by the {ucceflors of Nmnyas**. And fo firmly was the
Aflyrian empire eftablifhed, by this jealous policy, that
it fubfifted longer without being difmembered, than
any great monarchy in the ancient world *%, notwithe
ftanding the indolent and lafcivious lives its fovereigns
are faid to have Ild . At length, however, the

Medes,

55. Diod. Sicul ubs jup. 56 Id.ibd

57 Nicol Damafc. ap. Valefl Eacerpt. 58.Ihod Sic. Lib u p. 108,

59 Heiodotus aflirms, thit the Affyrian empwe had {ublilted five
hundred and twenty years, before any of the fubject nations recovered
their mdependency. (Ilerodot. lib. 1. cap, xcv.) This chronology T have
chofen to follow, as more confiftent with probability than that of any
other ancient hiftorian. Diodorus and Juftin afign o much longer
duration to the Affyrian empire before the revolt of the Medes; and
the want of the Affyuan Huftory of Herodotus, to whach he frequently
alludes, hasmade thefe copiers of Ctefias be generally followed.

60. Diod Sicul. b ii.p. 108. Juitin, hib. 1. cap ii. It1s impoflible
to believe that Ninyas and hus fucceflors were fo diffolute as they have
been reprefented. For, as the prefident Goguct very judicioufly re-
marks, the Affyrian monarchy ‘could not have fubfifted unbroken by
revolutions for fo great 2 length of time, if the prances who governed
it had been abandoned to debauchery, and funk in effermmacy. (Orig.
des Lax, &c. par. ir. hv. ", chap.1) We may thercfore, prefumc,
that the contempt with which the fucceflors of Ninyas have been
treated by the GreeX and Roman hxffomans, who have fcarcely conde-

®4 feended
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the Affyrian yoke'’. Other nations followed their
example . The Babylonians revolted . And the
city of Babylon became the capital of an independent
kingdom, under Nabonaffar *; thc beginning of whofe
reign forms the firlt wra in Ptolemy’s Affronomical
Canony and, therefore, is {fuppofed to be the firft we
can fix with certalnty, in tracing the line of Oriental
hiftory.

Tut Medes, after they had recovered therr inde-
pendency, Jived under the controul of their own laws,
during a period of about forty years, in a ftate of free-
dom **.  But that freedom having degenerated into
anaichy, the Median chuefs, in order to remove the
miferies under which the nation groaned, chofe a king
named Dejoces *%; who reprefied the public diforders,
and founded the city of Ecbatana, which became the
feat of a new and powerful monarchy.

I~ this revolution, we have a firiking inftance of the
flender partitions between licentious liberty and defpo-
tifm; but by no means a proof of the neceflity of regal
authority, to give ftability to government. Dejoces
duriug the anarchy of the Medes, was diftinguithed
among his countrymen, by his fagacity and regularity

frended to preferve their names, ought to be afcribed to the tranquil-
ity with which they reigned; and that they owed this tranquillity to
the political matims of Ninyas; who, by confining himfelf to his
palace, where he fecretly moved all the wheels of government, was
ruvered by hispeople as a god. (Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 108.) Myftes
T10us eblturity feems cffential to the fupport of adcfpotifm; and defpo-
1fm, with riyseus weneratoon for the ﬁwrcign, to the fecure ruling of a
great emprre; which is confequently a great evi in the yftem of human
affuirs, however mild the adminifiration.

61. Herodotus, lib. i, cap. xcv. 62, Id. ibid.
63. Diod. Sicul. Lib. ji. p. 1171, 64, Ptolem. Canon. Afironea,
65. Herodot. lib. i. cap. xcvi. ® 66, 1bid. Tap. xcvui.

of
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of manners. Having caft his eye upon the throne, he LET{W’
applied himfelf diligently to the redrefs of gricvances; s mad
and being appointed judge of the diftrict to which he

belonged, he approved himfelf worthy of that high

office, alike by the reétitude of his decifions and the
unwearied difcharge of the duties of his function 7,

THE people of other diftri¢ts, and at laft the whole
body of the Medes, except fuch as lived by aks of vio-
Ience, looked up to Dejoces for juftice, and reforted to
his tribunal. Now fecure of his obje, he withdrew
himfelf from the feat of judicature; opprefled, ashe
pretended, with the weight of bufinefs, and under the
neceflity of attending to his private affair«®%. An
univerfal alarm was {pread. The public calamitics in~
«creafed, when licentioufnefs had no longer any curb;
and a national affembly of the Medes, fecretly influ~
enced by the friends of Dejoces, invefted that arch Ant. Ch.

politician with regal power, as the only ecffeCtual Nebonafl
remedy for the diforders of anarchy 2, Ara 37,

THE firlt alt of fovereignty that the new king cxer-
cifed, was to command his fubjects to build him a pa-
lace, and the fecond to found a ftrong city; in the ceu-
tre of which his palace ftood, and where he reigned en-
compaficd with battlements, and protected by guards 7°.
Having thus provided for the fecurity of his perfon, afd
the perpetuity of his power, this jealous prince, aiming
at defpotic rule, became in a manner invifible and inac-
ceflible to his people 7*.  In order to infpire them with
more refpect for his authority, none but his confiden-
tial minifters were permitted tn appear in his prefence 7%,
1t was folely from the heart of Ecbatana, from the inner-
moft circle of his feven-walled capital, that Dejoces by

67. Herodot lib. i cap. xcvi. 63. Tbid. cap. xcvii.
69. Herodotus, Ia. i. cap. xcviii, 0. Id. 1bid. et feq.
71. Herodot. lib, i. cap, xcis, 72. 1d. ibid,

meang
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means of emiffaries furveyed his dominions’®. He
continued, however, to preferve the citeem of the Medes,
by the impartial adminiftration of juftice; and, after
maintaining his fway, with a fteady hand, during a reign
of fifty-three years, he tranfmitted the Median fceptre
to his fon, Phraortes.

MeaNwHILE the Affyrian empire, though broken
was not fubverted. Nineveh was ftill the metropolis
of a powerful monarchy 74, 'With many proofs of this
power we are furnifhed both in facred and civil uftory;
and with ftrong prefumptions, that the fcat of domi-
nion was not affected by the revolt of the Medes and
Babylonians, or the grandeur of the Aflyiiars thereby
much obfcured, notw:thftanding what we are told by
Diodorus and Juftin, on the authority of Crefias.

HERODOTUS, the father of civil hiftory, confidently
tells us, That Phraortes, king of the Medes, * not
< fatisfied with the abfolute fovereignty of Midia,
¢ which he affum: onthe death of his father, Dejoces,

73. Herodnt lib.i. cap c. The defcription of no city in the ancicnt
world has affoi ded fo much room for exaggiration as that of Ecbatana.,
Herodotus, who appears to have feen 1t, fays 1t was about the%ize of
the aity of Athens; that it was feated on the dechvity of a hill, and en-
compafled with feven walls of unequal height, and of a circular form,
within the snnermoff crrcie of which the king’s palace and treafury ftood.
(Herodot. Lib. . cap. xcvuw) Polybius, who had certainly feen the Me-
dian capital, but who hived full three handred years later than Herow
dotus, and when the outer walls of Ecbatana feem to have been
fallen to decay or thrown down, thus defcribes it. * Thiscity ftands,”
fays he, “ on the north fide of Media. It was from the moff ancient
umes, the feat of the royal refidence, and feems in fplendonr and magnificence
to have exceeded all other cuties. It is built on the dechvity of the mountain
Orontes, and not snclofed wilh walls. But there is a cutadel in it, the fortie
Jications of whih art of wonderful firexyib”’ (Polyb, Lib. x. Excerpt. 1v )
This citadel was probably the original palace of Dejoccs, or the inner-
moft circle of the ancient aty.

74- 2 Kings, chap. uix. ver, 35t36' Herodot. lil‘g. i. cap. cii.

& made
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& made war upon the Perfians,” and « firf# reduced LET?'E’-
“ them under the Median fway ™*;” that with “the (o
united forces of thefe two natrons, he fubdued all the

“ neighbouring countries, attacking one people after

¢ another 7°§” that, at length, “he turmed his arms

“ againft the Affyrians;” and on  thofe Affyrians who

¢ inbabited the city of Nineveh "5 formerly the govern-

“ ing people in Afiay and fll] formidable, though deferi-

“od by thewr confederatesy” {o that, in this expedition,

¢ Phraortes perzfbed with the greatr part of his Ant. Ch
“army’.” And to fay nothing of the wars of the N:&f,;am
Aflyrians ts the wef? of the Euphrates, immediately &2
after the revolt of the Medes aud Babylonians ° (the
particulars of whichI fhall afterward have occafion to

relate from the Hebrew records), it appears from rée
agreement of facved biflory with Prolemy’s Affronomcal

Ca* ony that Efarhaddon, or AfTaradon, the fon and fuc~

ceflor of Sennacherib, fovereign of Afyria, had reumted

the kingdomn of Babylon to that ancient monarchy in

the fixty-feventh year of the Nabonaffarean zra *°.

THE glory of the Aflyrian empire, however, after
this reunion, was of fhort duration, notwithftanding
the defeat of the Medes. Cyaxarces I. the {on of Phra-
ortes, a brave and warlike prince, having refolved to
take vengeance upon the Aflyrians for the death of
his father, affembled his numerous and difciplined
forces, and marched into the heart of their country®;

defeated

75- Herodot. Lib.i. cap.cii. 76 Id. ib. 24. Herodot ubi fup.
78. Herodotus, lib i, cap. cli. This event happened n the twenty-
fecond year of the reign of Phraortes. Id. ibid.
79. See 2 Kings, chap. xvie—xix. and 2 Chren. chap. yxxii. xxxiii.,
80. Compare 2 Kings, chap xix. ver. 35, 36. and, 2 Cbron. chap,
Txxut. ver. 11. with Ptolemy's Canon. Afkronom.
8r. Herodotus, lib. i. cap. ciii. This venerable hiftorian fays that
Cyaxares had united under his flandard, when he invaded Aflyria, all
the mations of Uppew Afia as far as t# river Halys, and that he had
greatly
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grefs, and invefled Nineveh®’. But before he could
make any impreflion upon the fortifications *%, he was
obliged to raife the fiege, in order to defend his own
dominions againft an irruption o the European Scy-
thiaus®*; who had entered Afia under their king Ma-
dyes, after having driven before them the Cimmerians,
from the Cherfonefus Taurica®, now known by the
name of the Crimsa.

TH1rs is the firft occafion on which hiftory makes
mention of the Scythians; whofe made of kfe, and man-
ner of making war, appear to have been nearly the
fame in all ages*°. Thofe fierce barbarians broke, i1
a great battle, the power of the victorious Medes, and
over-ran all the countries between the Cafpian fea and
coaft of Syria®’. Of Upper Afia they remained maf-
ters twenty-eight years®®; and fo long did they con-

greatly improved their military difcipline, by forming them into dif-
tink bodics of fpearmen, cavalry, and archers; (Herndnt nhi fup.)
they baving been accuftomed, before hus reign, to join battle in a con-
fufed manner. (Id. ibid.) Thefe circumftances fufhiciently accoust for
his viGory over the Affyrians; aad for the futyre fuccefs of his arms,
which T fhall afterwards have occafion to relate. 82. 1d. idid.

83. The fortifications of Nineveh, according to Diodorus Siculus, the
only author who defcribes them, were of amazing ftrength; the walls
being one hundred feet high, and fo thick that three carriages might
3rivc abreaft upon them; and the towers, with which they were flanked,
two hundred feet in height. (Diod. Sicul. Iib. ii. p. 92.) Whence Dio-
dorus had hus information, he hasnot told us,

84. Herodotys, lib. i. cap. cu1.

85. 1d. ibud. et feq. The Cimmerians, an enemy fiarcely lefs terrible
than the Scythian horde that had expelled them, dire@ed their cousfe
to the wefl, along the coafl of the Ewxine fua; cver-ran Afia Minor,
and pillaged the kingdom of Lydia. (Herodotus, lib. 1. cap. vi. xv)
The citad~ of Satdis alone withftoed their fury., Herodot. hib. 1. cap. av.

86. See Gibhon's Hift, of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empne,
ehap. xxvi. xxxiv.

87, Herodotus, Iib. i, cap. Cigrmrevi. 88. Ibid. lib. i. cap. cvi.

tinye
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finue to ravage with their inroads the moft fcrtile pro-
vinces of Lower Afia®.

Duri1ng this period of violence and calamity, in
which barbarian force reigned triumphant, and when
ftrong cities only can be fuppofed to have rcfifted
the fhock of the ferocious inveders, Nabopollafur,
viceroy of Babylom, revolted from Chyniladan, em-
peror of Affyria, and aflumed independent {ove-
reignty *°.  He had been encouraged in his rebel-
lion by the hoftile Cyaxares, who il meditated the
deftruétion of Nineveh®. And no fooner did the
Ling of the Medes find himfelf freed from the do-
mmation of the Scythians, whofe chieftains he had
invited to a feaft, and flain while drunk??; and from
a war in which fonre Scythian fugitives involved
him with Alyattes, king of Lydia, that lafted five
years 2%, than he renewed hoftilities againft Aflyria %,

Cy AxARES again entered that rich country, in con-
junétion with Nabocelaflar, or Nebuchadnezzar, hing
of Babylon, the fon and fuccefior uf Nabopollafiars
and thefe two powerful monarchs, who were knit in
clofe alliance, finally fubverted the empire of the firft

89. Id. ibid. go Alex. Polyhut op Cyncd Chronograph. p. 113

91. Id. ibid. 92. Herodotus, b 1 c1p. cvi.

93. Herodot. bb i cap. Ixxiv. ‘That war was terminated 1n conf--
quence of a folar eclipfe, which had been predi¢ted by Thales the Mis
Lfian; (Id. ibid.) who to his own natural fag icity had added the lewrn-
ing of AEgypt. When the Medes and Ly lians hud joined battle, in
the fixth campaign, fays Herodotus, the d1y was fuddenly changed
into night; an appearance which fo affeéted them, that they defifted
from acion. (Heradot. ubi fup.) A fufpeniion of hofhilitics took place;
and peace was concladed between the contending monarchs, through
the mediation of the kings of Babylon and Cilicia. (Id. ibid ) This
prace was ratified with the oath of the contradting parties, and, 2sa
farther tie, Alyattes gave his daughte® Aryenis, in marriage to Afly-
ages, the fon of Cyaxares, Ferodot, hibgi. cap. Ixuv.

94. Thid. lib. i eap. cvi.
Affy-
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cient people, was ntterly deftroyed °: and the remain-
ing provinces of their monarchy (as I fhall afterward
have occafion to relate) were divided between the kings
of Media and Babylon.

Tue taking of Nineveh, my Lord, is one of the
greateft events in the hiftory of ancient nations; but
we are left totally in the dark by hifturians, both civil
and facred, in regard to the circumftances with which
it was attended. The prophet Nahum is the only
writer that has entered into particulars on the fubjett:
and as he is fuppofed to have been divinely infpired, if
he had not the advantage of hiftorical information (for
ecclafiaftical writers have not been able to fix the time
when he lived), I thall copy the moft marking ftrokes in
his {ublime defcription 3 which gives us a very high
idea of the grandeur of the old Affyrians, and of the
power of the Medes.

¢ Woe to the bloody city !”’—exclaims the prophet;
—¢¢ becaufe of the mulitude of the whoredoms of the
s well-favoured harlot, the miftrefs of witchcraits;
* that felleth nations through her whoredoms, and
“ royal families through her witchcrafts. Keep watch!
“ make thy loins ftrong, fortify thy power mightily;
* for he that dafheth in pieces is come up before thy
“facc. The fhield of Lus warriors is made red, the

95. Corpare Herodetus, lib. i. cap. cvi. with Alex. Polyhift. ap.
Syncel. Chronograph. p. 110 et ap. Eufeb. Chronwon, p- 46. Herodotus
declines entering into the particulars of this expedition, faying he fhall
hiave occafion to relate thun in another place; (Herodow. ubi fup.)
alluding no doubt to the hiftory of Affyria, which he propofed to
write.  But he obferves, that the Medes conquered all the Affyrian
tarnitories, except what belonged to the king of Babylon. (Id. ibid.)
We have, therefore, great reafon to belicve, independent of the authos
rity of Palyhiftor, that Cyaxares and Nabocolgflar were joint adven-
turers in this coterprize, and that Nineveh was taken immediately after
the dofe of the Lydian war. g6. Strabo, lib. xvi. init.

€ valiant
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¢ yaliant are i fcarlet. Behold, thy people in the LETE“
 midft of thee are women!—the gates of thy land e mud
“ {hall be fet wide open unto thine enemies; the fire
* {hall devour thy bars. 1 hear the noife of a whip;
“and the noife of the rattling of the wheels, of the
¢ prancing of horfes, and of the jumping of chariots:
¢ they rage like a tempeft, in the ftreets; they blaze
% like torches 3 they run lke lightnings ! The horé-
 man lifteth up both the bright fword and the glit-
“ tering {pear; there is a multitude flain, yet no end
s¢ of the flaughter; they ftumble upon the corpfes, be-
¢ caufe of their great number {-—The viltors take the
¢ {poil of filver, they take the fpoil of gold: the flore
¢ is beyond computation; and above all, the fpoil of
¢ {plendid and rich furniture. Nineveh is empty, de-
¢ folate, and wafte!—Where is the dwelling of the
% lions, and the feeding-place of the young lions f——
¢ There the lion, even the old lion walked, and the
% lion’s whelp, and none made them afraid. The lion
“ did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and
“ {trangled for his lioneffes ; and filled his holes with
¢ prey, and his dens with ravine. Nineveh, which was
« eftablifhed of old, is like a pool of water. He.
¢ princes were as the locufts, and her captains as the
¢ great grafshoppers, which encamp in the hedges
¢ during the cool of the morning; but, when the fun
% arifeth, they fly away, and their place is not known.
“ Thy fhepherds flumber, O king of Affyrial thy no-
“ bles dwell in the duft: thy people are fcattered upan
% the mountains, and no man gathereth them®.

SKETCH of the HisTORY of FGYPT o the Reign of
PsaMMITICHUS.

BEFORE the foundation of the Affyrian empire,
Zgypt was a pepulous and ppwegful kingdom, wnder

97, Nabum, chap. Fr paflim,
a regu-
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PARTL 3 regular government and police®®.  This early popu~
lation and impzovement Agypt owed like Affyria, to
the- fertility of its foil®%: Fattened by the annual
overflowing of the waters of the Nile (which pre-
pates the land for the reception of the feed with
little affiftance of tillage), the immenfe vale of
Hgypt, extending from the mountains of Athiopia to
the Mediterranean fea, znd from the deferts of Arabia
to thofe of Libya, furnithed food for man in profufion.
There the tropical plants thrive, with many of thofe
more commonly found in colder climates; and there
all kinds of grain, wheat and barley as well as rice,
yielded large increafe *°

Ix a territory fo highly favouted by nature, the
{ocial principle muft quickly have ripened; and
the mutual wants of men affembled in foclety, and
their mutual defire of multiplying the accommodations
of hife, and of guarding againft the evils infepaiable
from mortality, would foon give birth to all the ufeful,
and even to many of the ornamental arts. The fci-
ences intimately connefted with the arts, it may be
expected, would alfo rear their head: fo, we find, they

98. Genefis, chap. xxxvii x1. xli. et feq.  Exod. chap. i.—xiv. Hero~
dot. lib. ii. et Diod, Sicul. hib. i. paflim. See alfo Dr. Warburton’s Di-
Dune Legation of Mofts, book iv. fe. i.—~iv. et audk. cit.

99. © The counts ses on the Tigris and the Nile,” fays Sir Haac Newton,
% being exceeding fertile, weve firft frequentrd by mankind, and firfl grews
#¢ inta kingdoms.”” (Clron. of cdncient Kingdoms amended, p. 160.) In praof
of this great natural fertility, fee Herodotus and Dioderus, ubs fup.
and Pliny, lib, xx1, cap. xv.

100. Idem, ibid. This finc country, about fix hundred miles in length,
and near three hundred at its greateft breadth, is divided by geographers
into Higher, Lo%er, and Middle Aigypt. Of thele divifions, I fhall af.
terward have occafion to fpeak. I fhall therefore only here remark, that
Highber ZAgypt, in ancient times, was generally knownby the mame of
Thebais, and that the wole ghree divifions lie between the twenty-
fecond and thirty-third degrees of northern latitude, did

1
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did. But the fciences moft {uccelsfully cultivated in LETTER

Egypt, were thofe of government and legiflation. And
fortunate is it for us, in treating of the *affirs of this
venerable country, that, although left in a great mea~
fure ignerant of the hiftory of the old AEgyptian mo-
narchs, we are amply furnifhed with information rela-
tive to the laws and conflitution of the kingdom over
which they ruled:

MELNEs, the firft fole monarch of Agypt °*, and the
firft legiflator who regulated religious worfhip, and
gave Yitf{’ laws to the ZFgyptians °2, appears to have
been an adept in the fcience of human nature. In
order to procure implicit fubmiffion to his laws, he
pretended they were delivered to him, for the good of
the people, by the God Hermes '°*; and on purpofc w0
reftrain the wanderings of carnal appetite, and give
ftability to the amorous paflion, he inftituted the Law
of Marriage, and placed the nuptial union under the
fantion of the altar *°%

‘T AT law, my Lord, fuggefts to us a curious fubjeft
of difquifition: the origmal connexion between the
Jfexesy and I cannot difmifs it without hazarding a fow
remarhs.

101. Menes, according to Herodotus, (lib. ii. cap. iv.) wasthe firfe
mortal that reigned n ZLgypt; for the Aigyptians vainly exhibited®a
genealogy of immortal princes, fuppofed oriyginally to have ruled ov.r
them, and whom they afterward worfhipped as Gods t (Herodot. kb 4i.
cap, cxliv. Diod. Sicul lib i.init.) and all ancient chronologers agree,
that Menes, or Menas, was the firft foveresgn that exerafid dominion
over the whole land of JEgypt. Nor were his terricories very cx-
tenfive ; for, if we may beheve the report of the Zhgyptian priells,
all Lower Agypt was then a morafs, (Horodot. Lib. ir. cap iv ) and
¢he greater part of 12 entir.ly covered by the waters of the fea Id ilid,

502, Diod. Sicul Lih. 2 p €4 edit ubicit, 103. Id. ¥ud.

103 Palxph. ap. Clem Al p.45.  Suidas, voo "lgage.

Vou. 1L D Tz

L

(I



K

PART L

THE HISTORY OF

THuE gefpedt paid by all ageient nations to the me-
mory of the inftitutors of the law of marriage, and the
folemn rites with which the nuptial ceremony 1is ac-
companied, have led to a popular opinion, that the in-
tercourfe between the fexes, in the human fpecies,
was originally promifcuous, like that of grazing cat-
tle. Hence the well known compartfon of Horace,
wt in grege taurus'; which may be thus para-
phrafed :

¢ With women men, like bulls among the herd
« Roving at large, indulged venereal alls
« As luft incited.”

BuT this reprefentation, which makes the ftate of
nature a flate of proftitution, is equally contraditted
by rcafon and expcricnce. As man is by nature a
berding, he is alfo a parring animal, He fingles out
ee woman from a tmultitude of others, where fuch an
epportunity of choice is offered : he endeavours to win
her regard by courtfhip and kind officzs; and he has
little fatisfaction in her arms, unlefs when convinced
that he gives, as well as receives pleafure, in the con-
jugal embrace *°°. Nor is he difpofed to abandon her
during her pregnancy, or in the time of child-birth;
but is happy in propagating his fpecies, and prides
himfelf in multiplying his own likenefs, and that of the
partner of his afteCtions. In a word, as the affiffance
of both parents is necefJary to the rearing of the buman
offspring, condemncd to a long and helplefs infancy,
Nature, in order to accomplifh her purpofe, has en-
dowed both with that f[ympathic attachment called LovEe,

105, Satirzr hib i fat. il ver. 110,

106. ¢ Were this belref to be taken away,” obferves the philofophic
Shaftefbury, ¢ there would be hardly any, ewen of the grofler fort of man-
~ kmnd, who would not pcreeive ther vemarnng pleafure to be of fmak
t ofiymption.”  Charalderyflise, vl ii. book i partcix. fc&. i

without
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without which the race muft have become exting. LETTER
We acc‘ordin‘gly find the union of the fexes, and nuptial V:__,
seremonies univerfal among favages 7,
But although the union of the fexes is formed by
infliné? in the favage ftate, the facred matrimonial tie
is neverthelefs neceffary, for the prefervation of order
in fociety. As civil and criminal laws, refpeéting pro-
perty and perfonal fafety, arc required to reftrain the
excefles of the felfith and irafcible paffions; to fortify
not to create the fenfe of juftice, or the fintiment of
bumanity; in like manner, the laws concerning mar-
riage, and the connexion between the feres, are requi-
fite to curb the irregularities of libidinous defire, und
the intemperance of the fexual paflion; which, in pro~
portion to the increafe of luxury, become prurient and
varizsble. Hence the wifdom of the AEgyptian legif~
lator, in confining sxe man to one woman, agreeable
to the intention of nature *°%,

Havinc thus difcovered the origin of marriage,
and the policy of fuch an inftitution, let us inquire
after the rife of civil government.

As the firt focial connexion is that of bufband and
wife, the firft civil fuperiority is that of a Sather
over

107. Hiff. Gen. des Voyages, et Picart’s Relig. Ceremon. paflim, with
the authors there cited. If the narration of any traveller, or navigator
feems to contradi&t this opimon, it will generally be found fuppgrted
by fome other more worthy of credit. The fubje& is fet in 3 juft
Yight by Dr. Robertfon. Hiff, of Ameria, book iv.

108, Herodotus pointedly afferts, (<h. ii. cap. xciv) that the
Jgyptians, lite #he Greets, had only one wife. MNow the law of mar-
riage, as we fhall have occafion to fee, was brought from ZEgypt isto
Greece; where it was univerfally eftablifhed upon Egyptian princie
ples, and according to the practice of an gyptian colony. Yet Dio-
dorus Ssculus tellsdy, (lib.i. p 92.) that the JEgyptian prigfls only were
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triarchal rule, as the origimal government among
men. For although a father has no natural right to
govern his fons, after they have attained the years of
manhood, they will find it neceffary to recur to fome

. perfon for the arbitration of their common differences.

And who is fo likely to be chofen for that purpofe, as
their common parent 7—They have been habituated in
infancy, to fubmit to his authority: he has fettled
their boyith difputes ; and they have wondered at the
ftrength of Ais underftanding, while théir own was
weak. Early impreflions are not eafily eradicated.
His counfel is fought ; and to him they are led to ap~
peal, not only from a perfuafion of his fuperior wifdom,
but from a convifion that his decifions will be juft,
becaufe he is equally concerned in the welfare of all.
To him, as their common head, his offspring look up 3
and he exercifes, during life, the joint office of go-
vernor and judge.

Tur farther progrefs of government, it is not more
dilficult to trace. Families naturally grew into tribes;
held together by common confanguinity; and oi'
which the head of the eldeft family, in each tribe,
was revered as chief.  When expofed to danger from
foreign ememies, or induced by confiderations of
mntual advantage; two or more tribes united into

gonfined to ene wife, and that the Ly might take as many wives as
shey pleafed.  Bueif fuch a cuftom preveiled in Agypt, in the days of
Diggorus, it muit have been introduced after the finad conquett of chie
i 1 by the Perfians, among wiem a pluralivy of wives was toles
rated.  Tor Herodotus was too well acquuinted with the manners of
the Agyptians, among whom he had. long refided, to be miftsken in
fuch o materil ciscumitance; confequently, men of all orders, in
Jigypt, had only wwiFn bistime. Nor could the Mgyptians, in
more. cacly times, huve communicated to the Greeks a law or cultom,

aelidsch was not in punlnfcqmt‘ngthtm, and hh?lwld&:nd. .
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one body, and compofed a #atien or flate. In the
new community, which generally formed a kind of
rude republic, fome man of fuperior {agacity in council,
or fuperior prowefs in war, never failed to acquire the
afcendant; and when thofe qualities happened to be
combined in the fame perfon, he was not enly intrufted
‘with the command of the forces of the {tate, but took
the lead in all public deliberations. With or without
the forms of election, he was conftituted chief magif-
trate, and captain-general for life. A portion of the
refpect for the father was neceffarily transferred to the
fon. He ufually pofleffed the fame elevated ftation ",
With office, wealth and influence accumulated, and
chief magiftracy became hereditary *°. Thus was one
family raifed above others, and monarchy gradually
founded.

PRI PIFY Spre—

]

WHEN monarchy was eftablifhed in Zgypt, or by
what means Menes acquired the fovereignty of that an-
cient kingdom, hiftory has not informed us : nor do we
know with any degree of certainty, the age in which
he reigned *'. 'We arg_only told, that befide impof-
ing upon the Egyptians the reflraints of law, and the
offices of religion'®, he diverted the courfe of the
Nile, which had hitherto wafhed the foot of the fandy

mouil=
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109. Vid. Polyb lib. vi. Excerpt. i. * The people,” fays this pfo- .
found politician, « not only confirm thefe leaders in the poflellion of
* the powers to which they have been exalted, but preferve it to their
“ children; being perfuaded that thofe, who have received their birth
¥ and education from illufirious parents will refemble them." Id. ibid.
110. Polyb. ubi fup, 111, ‘The reign of Menes is com=
monly placed by modern chronologers about 2200 years before the
Chriftian ara. But the /Egyptian chronology, until the reign of
Pﬁmnunchu, is u meve chaos; and all attunpis tp clucidate it have
hitherto proved ftuitlefs. T
11%. It was referved for modern feepticifin to call in quedlion the -
m&nﬁ:ﬂm wmﬂwmd,wm 3
influence of the forrper upon moral fondu&. Al ancient legiflators
iuterwove religion with their civil and political inftitutions; and the
D3 phies
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nﬁnm:m on the {xpnnm ot' Liby:“’ founded
Mm‘phu,wlthmtheformcrbﬁof&zmcr;and
built the magnificent temple of Vulcan, in that city *%,

Tue hiftory of Zgypt, from the reign of Mencs te.
that of Sefoftris, is involved in impenetrable obfcurity.
During this long, and dark period, is {uppofed to have
happened the irruption of the Eaftern, or Arabian
herd{men, Uxsous, or King-paffors; an event which
has afforded modern antiquarians and chronologers

philofophers recommended it, as the true bafis of legiflation. Even
fuch as believed it to be of human invention, yet admitted its utility, Of
this we have a remarkable inftance, in the famous fragment of the
atheiltical Critias. ¢ When the laws bad reftrained an open wviolation
« of right,” fays he, % men fet upon rontriving huwﬁmd, t0 injure
“ others.  And then it was, aa] fuppofe, fome cunning politician, well
% verfed in the knowledge of mankind, counterworked this defign, by
 the invention of a principle that would bold wwicked mem in awe; even
@ when about to fay, or think, or act ill in private. And this was té
® bring in the belfef of a4 God; whom he taught to be immortal, of in-
% finite knowledge, and of a nature tranfcendently excellent. This
® God, he told them, could hear and fee every thing faid and done 5)’
« mortals here below; nor could the firfl conception of the moff fecret
& wuickeduefs be concealed from Him, of whofe nature bnowiedge was the
4 yery effence.

“ In order to add terrer to reverence for the Gods,’ proceeds Critias,
# our politician [aid they inhabited that place, where fwift corrulcationg
® of enkindled metcors, accompanied with horrid burfts of thunder,
= run through the ftarry vaults of heaven; the beautiful fret-work of
- t]‘utwlfc old architeé Time ! —where the confociated troop of fhining
« orbs perform their regular and benignant revolutions, and whence
# refrething fhowers defcend to faturate the thirlty carth. Such was
€ the habitation he =fligned to the Gods; a place moft proper for the
w dilcharge of theis funcion 1 —and fuch the terrars he earployed t0 Tes
* prefs Loeret'mifchicf, flifle diforder in the feeds, give laws fair play,
* and introduce Religion, fo neceffary to the Magifirate™ Frag. Critias, ap.
Sext. Emperie, Adverf. Py, cap. ix. fe&. liv,

113. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. xc. 114, Id. ibid. This temple,
adorned with porficos and ftatues, by the.picty and munificence of
fuccerding monarchs, as we fhall have occafion to fee, was the moft
fuperb monument of fuperftition in gypt ; (Herodot. lib, ii. paflim.)
bus antiquiy has It o no defeiption of i

greaf
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rude invaders are faid to have conquered all Lower
and Middle ZEgypt, to have eftablifhed their domia
nion at Memphis, and to have maintained it with an
iron fceptre for two hundred and fifty-nine years *°;
after which, their power being broken by a king of
Thebais, or Higher Egypt, they retired, accerding to

13 great feld for fpeculation and conjefhure. Thefe LETTE

U-v-!«

treaty, with their families and goods, and fettled in
the country afterwards, known by the name of Palef~ '

tine, where they built the city of Jerufalem **7, ,
r
Bur this fingular invafion, upon which fo much
learning has been wafted, I fhall forbear to rank
among the revolutions of ancient ZEgypt ; not merely
becaufe no notice is taken of it by Herodotus or Dio~
dorus, but becaufe the paffage in which it is related
(faid to be extracted fram Manetho) bears ftrong marks
of forgery. That paflage is profefledly quoted by Jo-
{fephus to fhew the antiquity of his own nation, and
obvioufly to induce a belief, that the King-paftors
were the Ifraclites. Ile declares he tranfcribed it faithe
fully from the Agyptian hiftorian; but it is impoffible
to give him credit for his affertion. For the pretended
Manetho not only fays, that the King-paftors, after
their departure from Zgypt, took pofleffion of Palef
tine 3 but, in order to render the ftory more applica-
ble to the ancient countrymen of the Jewith hiftorign,
~ he obferves, thatin books of great"authority he finds-
thefe people diftinguifhed by the name of Captive Paj~
tors*™. Admitting the extra&, however, to be ge-
nuine, notwithftanding thefe indications of its being
fpurious, it can but be confidered, atr beft, as a fabus

115. Sir John Marfham, Perizouins, fir asceNewton, Greaves,
Bryant, &ec. r16. Mancth. ap. Jofeph. Cent. Apian. lib. i
x17. 1d. ibid. 118, Maueth, ap. Jofeph. ubilup,

. D lous




N“!mimof the &ﬁm, fojourning and exodus of
— the Ifraelites; which your lordihip will find very dif-
fmtlymhtedmthcbooksoflﬁofu“‘

In the obfcure period, between Menes and Scfof=
tris, are placed the reigns of five kings, whofe names
were famous in antiquity; Bufiris IL Ol'yrnandes’ U-
ehoreus, ZEgyptus, and Mcsns.

Busmm II. the cighth in defcent from the fir/? of
that name (commonly reprefented as a cruel tyrant), is
faid to have built, or much enlarged, the celebrated
Zgyptian Thebes *°y the chief city in Higher Zgypt,
and the feat of the firft Algyptian monarchs ; which.
was one hundred and forty ftadia, or feventeen miles

’ 119. See Gengfis, chap. xl. et feq. Exodus, paflim. Conformable to
© the writings of the facred hiftorian, Diodorus affirms, That fEgypt
had never been conquered, unlels by the /Ethiopians, before it fuba
mitted to the Perfian power; (Biblioth. 1ib. i p. 47. edit. ubi cit.)
and bis teftimony is carroborated by the uamtiv-. of Herodetus, (lib,
Jagy, vol. ul ) endeavours to throw new light ‘vpon this fubjed § and
that, in confequence of his theory of deriving all learning and civie
ligy from the Guibites, he places the Znoafion of the King-pafiors before
the foundation of the Algyptian monarchy; makes them the builds
ers of the pyramids, the raifers of the obelifks, and of all the other
miagnificent works in ancient Agypt. But this theory isas romantic as
that of Galeg (Court of the Gendiles, vol. i. ii, pailim.) who attempts
to prove, thut the Agyptians burrowed all their arts, learning, and
even their religion, from the Ifracites {

722 Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 42. The fame hiftorian had before fuid,

that the founding of this city was aftribed to Ofiris, the tutelary god,
and gue of the fabulous monarchs of the Mgyptians ;- but that, on thia
{ubjed, not orily Grecian authers, but the Egyptian pricils themfelves
were v]wulc&, (Diod. a:cnl lib. i P x.;.) In u word, the founder of
Thebes was fo utterly unknown, that his name had not beea diftin@ly
preferved even by tradition,  Diedorns afterwards infinuates, (p. 79),
that the Bgyptizn® never had vny king named Bufirir. Such is the
wncertainty of this portien of hiftory !=Yet he tells us, ina fubfes
gnest book (Ijb. iy, p. 235), that Hercules, after he had killed An~
qus, weut into Fgypt, and flew the tyrant Bufirjs,
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and a half in circuit . That ancient capital, called
latterly Diofpolis, or * the city of Jupiter,” was diftin-
guifhed in carly times, for wealth and power, beyond
all others known to the Greeks ***. And its ruins,
and hieroglyphical inferiptions, continued long to at
teft its former greatnefs ***. In Thebes flood four
temples of fingular beauty, and aftonifhing magnis
tade ***5 one of them being above a mile and an half
in circamference ',

Bur of all the firuttures at Thebes, or in its neigh=
bourhood, where the ruins of many grand buildings
are ftill to be feen, the moft fuperb was the maufo-
leum of Ofymandes **°.  This king is reported to have
been a mighty warrior *7.  To his exploits, however,
as embellithed by Agyptian vanity, no credit can be
given : nor can we admit the defcription of his monu-
ment, as tranferibed by Diodorus from Hecatrweus,
among the number of hiftorical falts '**. “We might
as well ingraft into the page of hiftory, whatis co-
picd by the fame hiftorian from Ctefias, concerning
the wonderful works of Semiramis ***; to which
thofe afcribed to Ofymandes bear a firiking refems
blance *°, .
' UcHo-

121. Id.ibid. In fpeaking of miler, 1 wifh it to be underftood, thit
L always mean Eaglifs miles ; and, in like manner, of all long mea-
fures common to modern nations, anlefs uhen particularly exprefled.

. 122. Homer's Jias, lib. ix, ver, 381, 123, Strabo, Gegg . lib.
twn_ p» 815, 816, Tact, Annal. lib, i, cap. Iz 124, Diod.
Sicul. ib. i. p. 43 125. Id. ib. 126, Diod Si_c._lih.i.
- 44- 127. 1d, ibid, 128, Hecatzus, ap. Diod. Sic.
lib i p. 444 45, 46. 139. Ctefias, ap. Diod. Sicul. lib, ii. p. 97,
98, 99 etfeq, - 130, Compars Hecataus and Giefias, pbi fupra.
The circle of gold, one cubit thick, and fixty-five cuhits in circum-
ference, with which the tomb. oiogppn@ urud:o have. been
ﬁﬂmdod.,uﬁulwhﬂc cudiblc Qil ;. rocky
bde o! mount Bagilsn, two miles weas ro-
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JARTL  UcHoxus, the cighth defeendant from Ofymandes,

is faid by Diodorus to have built Memphis ***; which,
as I have related on the credit of Herodotus, was found~
ed byMenes. That Uchoreus gave to this gity the form
in which it afterward appeared, and the magnificence
that made it thenceforth become the feat of the Kgyp-
tian monarchy '*, for which its fituation was favour-
able, may be well believed ; and that circumf{tance o~
cafioned the gradual decline of Thebes **%,

MemPHIs was feated on the weftern fide of the
Nile 34, twenty-two miles '** above the place, where
that river divides itfelf into two great branches which
form the Delta™*®; fo called from its triangular figure,
or refemblance to the fourth letter in the Greek alpha-
bet, and which comprehended the moft fertile past of
Lower AEgypt *7. 'This city, one hundred and fifty
ftadia **, or about nineteen miles in circumference,
was fecured on the fouth-fide by a ftrong rampart '*°,
which ferved both for a dyke againft the inundations
of the Nile, and a bulwark to defend it, in cafe of the
approach of an enemy **. On all other fides, it was
fortified not only with walls, but by a large and deep
moat ** 3 which being, at all times, filled with water
from the river, rendered the city in a manner impreg-
nable "**. Memphis was accordingly confidered as the

prefented the figure of Semiramiy, attended by two hundred of her
guards; (id. ibid.) to fay nothing of the fculptured and painted gal-
leries, by a people yet ignorant of the arts of defign, that exhibited
the fabulous conqueft of Baftria by Ofymandes, and the library form-
ed before any books had been written,

131. Diod. Sicul. Lib. i. p. 46. 232 1d. lib, i. p. 47-
333, 1d ibid.  ¥34. Herodotus, libi ik cap. xcix. 135 Strubo,
lib. xvil, p. Bo7.» 136 1d. ibid, er Diod. Sical. lib, i p. 46.
137, Diod. Sicul. Iib. i p. 29, 30. 138, Ibid. libii. p. 46.
239. Id. ibid. . x40, Diod. Sicul. Iib. i. p. 46. 141 Ide
B i p. 47. Herod. 1ib. ii. cap. xcix ‘:uz.pld. ibid.

key




Key of the Nik, and thcawmmmmh
founding of Alexandria '+, :

Five miles north-welt of Memphis'¥, ftood the
three famous pyramids, or quadrangular towers, that
filled the ancient world with aftonifhment, and which
continue to excite the wonder of modern travellers *4%
Thefc immenfe mafles, which appear to have been in<
tended for fepulchral monuments, are built with ftones
of an enormous fize piled upon one another in regulax
xows '*° ; and {o bard, and firmly compacted "7, that
they have withftood the ravages of time, the revolun
tions of empires, and the force of the elements, for
almolft three thoufand years ***. The reputed founders
of thofe pyramids, I fhall afterwards have occafion to
mention.

THE reign of Egyptus is rendered memorable by
the flight of his brother Danaus’®; whofe voyage
into Greece with his daughters *°, forms a memorable

143. Diod. Sicul. ubi fup. et Strabo, lib. xvii. p. 807,

X144 Strabo, lib, xvii, p. 8o8.

145. The firflt, and largeflt pyramid, is near five hundred fect in
perpendicular height, fix hundred and fixty feet {quare at the baft,
and fixteen at the top. (Goguet, desr Orig. des Artr, &c. et and. cit.)
The fecond pyramid, according to Greaves, is of the fame dimen-
fions with the firft'; but he did not meafure it, and all other travel
lers agree that it is fmaller, The third pyramid is three hundred feet
fquare at the bafe, and proportionally high with the two former.
Greaves Pyramidograpbia, pallim.

. 246, Herodot. lib. ii. cap. exxiv. exxv. Maillee, Defeript. de I Egypte,
P: 234—253. Edir. Paris, 1735, 147. Herodot. ubi fup. Strabo,
lib. xvii. p. 808, :

148. When the Egyptian pyramids were built, is not certainly
known ; but, from the relations of moders travellers, they feem to
be nearly in the fame ftate as when they were viewed by Herodotus,
sbove two theufand two hundred years ago.

149. Apoliodorus, lib. ii. p. 82. Diod. Sicyl. li%, v. p, 329

. %59, Herodatus, lﬁ-h.q dsni’.
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' PARTI %a in the hiftory of Peloponnefus, as!ﬂ!all'hm_o?‘
a::‘ cafion to motice ., gyptus, renowned for his
juftice and beneficence, had the honour of giving
to the venerable country over which he ruled the ap-
pellation of Agypt ***, by which it is ftill known.

TWELVE reigns after that of Egyptus, Meeris or
Myris was raifed to the throne **. He built the
grand portico on the north-fide of Vulcan’s temple at
Memphis *# ; and is faid to have formed the vaft lake
that bore his name **5, This lake is commonly ranked
#mong the extraordinary works of the ancient ZEgyp-
tians. And if artificial, it mult have been hollowed
at an amazing expence, and by the moft aftonifhing
efforts of labour ;- as we are told, -that it was fifty fa-

5. . thams in depth, and four handred wed Gy milks in
#e - o circumference “*°. It appears, however, to have been
B o -y B partly

251. Strabo, lib. v. p. 221, lib. vii. p. 321, et Jib. viii. p. 371.
- 3g2. Diod. Sicul, lib. i. p. 47. ’
: 153. 1d. ibid. In early tinies, as Diodorus informs us, the Agyp-
| tians paid lefs regard to bereditary right than to the virtues of their
fpvercigns ( Bibliorb, lib. L p. 41.); the body of the people being
; velted with the power of raifing to the throme, the perfon they
eftcemed moll worthy to reign over them (Id. ibid.). But after thel
ofices of flate came to be confined (as I fhall have occafion to ob~
ferve), to the ecclefiaftical and military orders, the crown feems to
} have been ftrictly hereditary ; and when the royal line failed, the fo-
wkreign was chofen out of one of thofc two orders, and by the mem=
bers of thofe orders exclufively. Hence we may deaw thefe import-
ant conclufions, that in this anciest kingdom, as in all other flates,
the people originally poffeifed the privilege of chufing their own
chief magiftrate; buc that priglh and foldiers, vnder the name of meblesy
gradually wrelted the rights of the people from them? a progrefs
which 1 fhall have frequent opportunity to exemplify ; aud to fhew,
that in proporuon to the fhare which the people have in publie af
%tbﬂd@iﬂiﬂnﬁmdmt is, every where, mild or op~
. preflive, and that vencrated hereditary (eceffon naturally leads to:

[I-
i

154, Herodot, ib. i, Gap. ci. Diod. Sical dib,i.p 475+ 138, Tt -
1{;3. Herodotus, lib. ii, cap, cxlix, Diod. Sieul. ib. i. p. 48. Hero~




partly thewark of nature, pmiynf ut'”; t0 have
been hollowed by the Nile, before the courfe of that
river was diverted by Mengs, or by the fea, when its
waters covered all Lower Zgypt "**,

BuT in whatever manner the lake Meeris was oris
ginally formed, it contributed greatly to the fmshtg
of the furrounding country, and to the conveniency
of the people. Being capable of containing a prodigious
quantity of water, by reafon of its vaft compafs and
depth, it ferved toreceive the fuperflux of the inundations
of theNile, when that river rofe to too great an height ™%
and thereby prevented the lands from being choaked
with mud, or the houfes, in low fituations, from be-
ing overflowed **°; while it furnifhed, during the
fcafon of ebb, moifture to the furrounding fields ™,
For thefe purpofes a wide fluice, which was opened
and fhut as occafion required, admitted the waters of
the Nile into the lake *** ; and various canals convey-
ed them out of it, when neceffary, in different dizec-

tions "*%.

dotus, not fatisfic with calculating the circum/erance of this lake at full
three thoufand fix bundred fladia, in which Diodorus agices with him,
(1d. ibid.) adds, by way of explanation, that its circwmsference was fixty
Jebana 3 and squal to the length of the whole fea=coaft of #£yyps, (Herodot.
ubi fupra). Strabo does not calculate the circumference of the lake
Meeris; but he fays, it was like a fea for magnitude, and that its banis

refembled the fbores of the osean. Gegg. lib. xvii. p. 809, .

157, Strabo, lib. xvii. p. 8og—811.

158, This laft conjeclure feems mofl probable, as the hhMem
extended far into the Libyan defert, in a weflern dire@ion, between
the mountains of Mempbis, and the Mediterranean fea. Herodot.
Lib. if. cap. cl. 159. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 48. Strabo, Iib. xvii,
p- 8o, 160. Id. ibid. 161. Strabo, lib. zvii. p. 810, 811,
162, Mmumbo,-mu,.

:ﬁ.ﬂ.u cc to the accounts of wqdern travellers, this

is now much in fize, as might havebeen expeed.
-?“5 the nuhmtwh; and certuin fens, in its neighbourhood,
fpuwwhiﬂmh wmuch Jarget.
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‘HE HISTORY OF

| PARTY.  SrsosTrrs, or Sefoofis, the feventh Egyptian king
v/ afier Mceris, furpaffed all his predeceflors in great

atchievements **, He is fuppofed by fir John Mar-
fham, and other chronologers, to be the Shifhak, of
Sefac, who plundered the temple of Jerufalem in the
fifth year of the reign of Rehoboam ™. And their
conjeéture feems well founded .

Tuis

364. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 49. 165, 1 Kings, ch. xiv. ver. 25,26,

366. This chronology is perfedly conformable to the fucceflion of
eight Agyptian kings, given by Herodotus, from Sefoltric to Plam-
mitichus ; the beginning of whofe reign is generally placed by chros:
mologers in the fix bundred and feventieth year before the Chriftian mra.
Nor does it interfere with the fubfequent narration of that vencrable
hiftorian, unlefs in one particular ; and, in that, he is obvioufly in-
confiftent with him{elf; he fays (and Diodorus agrees with him), that
Protens, the fecond fucceflor of Sefoftris, reigned in the time of the
Trojan war. (Herodot. lib. ii. cdp. exii. et feq.) But in this he muft
have been mifinformed, or miftaken one way or other; for the fix
kings, whofe reigns, in his hiltory, merely complete the period be-
tween Proteus and Plammitichus, could not poflibly make the reign
of that prince afcend fo high as the fiege of Troy. And cther cir-
cumftances confpire to fix the reign of Scloftris to the mra here af~
figned it. The daughters of Danaus, we are told, fled from the fons
of MEgyptus, (Herodot. lib, ii. cap. clxxxii.) Now Egyptus, ascord-
ing to Diodorus, lived twelve reigns before Meeris (BibliofD. b, i.
p.47.); and Sefoftris was the feventh king after Maris, (Ibid. #9.)
“Theft nincteen fuccelfions cannot be computed at lefs than five hun-
dred years. Dunaus and his daughters arrived in Greece sbout three
hundred years before the Trojan war ( Marm. Oxen. Ep. 18.) confe-

“ quently the reign of Sefoftris muft have been two hundred years later
than that war, and not above a thoufand years before the Chriftian
mra.

If farther argument fhould be deemed necelfary, to prove that the
great Sefoflris was the Shithak, who pillaged the temple of Jerufalem,
and  took away the treafures of the king's houfe,” (1 Kings, chap.
xiv, ver. 16,) they are ready. Herodorus informs us, that, in paffing
through the Syrian Paleftine, he faw a piflar fet up by Sefoftris, indi-
cating that the inhabitants had tamely fubmitted to his arms (Hero-
dot. lib. ii. eap.cvi.) and Jofephus owns, that Rehoboam permitted
his capital to be entered by Shifhak, without ftriking a blow in its dex
fence; (Jofeph. cofit. Apian. lib.i.) To crown the whale colle@ed
eyidence facred hiftory acquaints us, that “ﬁnduﬂtﬂ: year of Jing

8 : ‘ Rehoe



Turs politic and warlike monarch, w!mfe% w
!’ormathemofthcmﬂmrypowerandgloryof 1

ancient ZEgyptians, is faid to have propofed no lefs an
object for his ambition, than the conqueft of the
world *7.  And an army of fix hundred thoufand in-
fantry, twenty-four thoufand cavalry, and feven and
twenty thoufand armed chariots**", correfponded
with the grandeur of fuch an undertaking.

Havine put that valt body, or whatever might
be his force, in motion, Sefoftris firft invaded Zthio-
pia, which he conquered ; impofing upon the inhabi-
sants a tribute of gold, cbony, and ivory **. He

® Rchoboam, Shifhak king of Fgypt came up againft Jerufalem,
“ and took the fenced cities of Juduh. And the people acere wvithout
® wumber that came with bim; the Lubims, the Sukkiims, and the
® Eibiopions.” (2 Chron. chap. xii, ver. 2, 3. 4.) Now Herodotus
affures us, (lib, ii. ¢, ex.) That * Sefoffrir was the only JEgyptian me=
* narch,”” who ever conguered /Ethigpia: therefore, he anly could
bave a body of thiopians in his army. The Lubims and Sukkiims
were probably fome of thofe African nations, whom Sefoftris is faid to
have conguered during his father's life-time (Diod. Sicul. lib.i. p. 49.)
And the feope of the facred narrative fhews, that they were pan=
quifbed natione, Twelling the hoft of a mighty conqueror, whofe troops
sud attendants were without number (2 Chron. ubi fup.); and in the
fwecp of whofe operations the kingdom of Judah was fubdued, and
rendered tributary to FEgypt. 2 Ghron, chap. xii. ver. 8, g.

167. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 49.

168. Id. p. 50. The nomber of cevalry, here mentioned, feemns to
bear an unequal proportion to the infantry. But it ought to be obferved,
ibefore we accufe Diodorus of inconfiftency, that chariots were ufed in
war before dorfemen; (Goguet, Orig.des Arts, &e. part i liv. v. paf=
§im.) and that it was long before covalry bore a due proporfion to infan-
#ry. (Tbid. part ii. Jiv. v. chap. i. iii. et partiii. liv. v. chap. ii) Sa-
rered hiltory, however, alligns to Shilhak thresfeore thoufand borfemen, and
only tavelve bundred chasiots. (3 Cérow, chup. xii. ver, 3.) Herodotus is
fileot as to the number, or quality of the forcss of Sefofiris; but, like
all other hiftorians, fass (lib. ii, cap. cii.) his army Was immenfe.

169 1d. Thid. Herodot. (Lib. ii. cap. cx.) and Strabo (lib. xvi. p. 769.)

alfo mention the éonquckt of /Ethiopia by Sclolieis, though onlyia .

geoeral terms.
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z %mthe-&r;hanguﬂ',aﬂeudfoukun-
ﬁ' ; which circumnavigated the Arabian penin=
fula, while he entered Afia with his mighty hoft "%
Every nation he attacked, in that valt continent, fubs
mitted to his power 7. 'We muil not, however be-
lieve, that he pafied not only the Euphrates and Ti~
gris, but alfo the Indus and Ganges, and fubdued
all the intermediate countries; extending his {way
from the Mediterranean fea to the Eaftern ocean, and
from the Nile and the Ganges to the Tanais and Da-
nube 7.  Credibility is ftartled at fuch a fweep of
conqueft ; and the narrative of the venerable Herodo-
tus, whofe authority, in regard to the affairs of ancient
Zgypt, ought to be highly refpected '%, leads usto .
more moderation. He feems to confine the Afiatic
conqueflts of Sefoltris to Arabia, Syria, and Afia Mi-
nor 7+, And all ancient hiftorians affign Scythia and
Thrace,

£70. Diod. Sicul, lib. & p. 3o. Herodot. lib. ii. eap, cii.

171, Herodotus; ubi fupra.

172. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 50. Diodorus feems to have been here mif
led by the vain traditions of the Zgyptian priefls; who, in his time,
appear to have confounded the exploits of Sefoftris with the myftical
adventures of their tutelary God, Ofiris. This fimilarity impofed upon
the grea fir Maac Newton, and made him conclude, that Ofiris and
Sefoftris were the fame 5 (Newt, Chron, p. 191.) an opinion which has
heen fully refuted by Dr. Warburton. ( Divine Legation of Mafes, book
{v. fé&. v.) Mr, Bryant confiders Sefoltris a3 3 perfonage as ideal as
Ofirie.  Newo Syflem of Anciems Mytbel. vol. il.

173, Herodotus, like Diodorus, received his information from the °
Agyptian priefts (il lib. i pallim )3 but the Egptian records, in
his time, weve 1265 corrnpted.  For the AEgyptians, afeer their coun-
try had been fubjeéted not only to the Perfian, but to the Macedonian
and Roman fway, endeavoured to confule themfélves for the lofs of

' - their former power and independency, by many fabulous relations of -
their former greatnefs, both in artsand arms. (Divine Legation, lib. iv.
{o. v.) Hence the inextricable obfeurity in wuchnm hiftory is ine
wolveds ’

o 174, Herodotus, ik fi. cap. cii. ciii. He indeed conjetures that
Sedojtriv bud peusirated 1o the rivq-Phﬁ-.‘u the caft end of the

& - -': w



But whatever might be the exterit of the conquefts
of Sefoftris, it does not dppear that he took effe€tual
meafures to preferve them, or that they defcended to
his pofterity. His condi@® was véry differerit with
refpe@t to his hereditary dominions. Laying afide
all thoughts of war, after his return to Egypt, he
employed that leifure which pedce afforded iurn, in fe=
curing it againft invafion from Arabia and Syria, by a
wall extending acrofs the defert, its moft expofed fide,
from the city of Pelufium, feated near the caftern
mouth of the Nile, to Heliopolis, or the City of the
Sun "1 5 which ftood a little below the prefent Grand
Cairo, and where the majeftic river begins to divide
itfelf into thofe channels, through which it enters the
Mediterranean fea '"7,

Euxine fea, and there left a colony, which gave beginning to the

kingdom of Colchis (Herpdat. 1Th¢ ii. eap iv.) becaufe the Colchinna
had dark cemplesions; frizzled huir, and vfed the rite of circumeifion,
in the manner of the Egyptians (Id. ibid.) Bug, on this fubjeét, he
fpeaks with diffiderice.  And althatigh Colchis appears to have been an
Mgyptian colany, hiftory has left uncertuin when that colony wat
lei'zd. It {eemis, hoﬁml’ to have been prior to the Argonautic
expedition ; aiid, contfequently, long before the reign of Sefoftris, acs

. cording to the chronology which 1 have followed, and about the tjme’
af the Agyptian emigrations into Greeee under Cecrops anfl Danaud,

175. This far and no further, fays Herodoths (lib. ii. cap. ciii.), the
ZEgytiau army feems to bave udvanced ; and Diodorus (lib. i p. 51.)
carrohorates his teflimony. . .

176. Dind Sicul. lib. i. p: 52.

177- ‘i‘he_ﬁmchuneh.mmm:ho?thﬂﬂa,mulehund
both in ancient hiftory and poetry ; but Herodotus (lib. ii. cap. svii)
menticys only five, two of which were artificial, and no more than
navigable canals s (14, ibid.) an account that agrecs perfedlly with the
* relations of modetn travellers,

N n;\

Vor. L ' E




| s ol

T, ;Mmaha-mmﬂm Befide

myworksoi‘putyand oftentation3 temples '°
obelilk, 7%, and colofleal Ratues **°, on which he had
‘the glory to fay ns native laboured, they being alt erect«
ed by the captives he had.led in triumph ***, he made
ZEgypt be intérfected by an additional number of ca-
nals, communicating with the ftream of the Nile, and
widely diftributing its healthful and fruétifying wa~
ters ***; while he removed to higher fituations fuch
towns as were liable to injury from the annual flux of
that river "3,

~ Trese illuftrious labours, and the wealth acquired
by conqueft, with which this magnificent monarch
had enriched his native kingdom **%, rendered
the name of Sefoftris long dear to the Agyptiansy
who confidered him as the greateft king that had ever
reigned, even after they were fubjetted to the Perfiarm
fway ™. Nor had he neglefted to perpetuate his fame
among foreign nations. .Wherever, in the courfe of

198, He is faid to have built in ench of the chief cities of ZEgypty
atefaple to the god that was peculiarly adored there. Diod. Sicul.
lib, i. p.51.

179. Sclofiris ere®ed two obelifks, each one hmndred and twenty
cubits high' (Dind. Sicul. lib.i. p. 53.), with hieroglyphical inferip-
tions exhibiting the extent of his conguefls, the amount of his reves
wvenues, and the nuniber of the nations he Nad vanquithed. (Id. ibid.)
Thc JEgyptian obelilks, the molt extraordinary monuments of an.
thmty, were fquare pillars compofed of one Rone, terminating in o *
point, The granite of which they were funmd' was found in the

_ mountains of Syene, in Higher Egypt (Pli lih. woevi. cap. vili.)

hence the immenfe blocks were conveyed: “water, to the places
“where they were to be ereed. Calixenus; ap. Plin. ik, xxevi, e, x,
180, Before the temple of Valean, Scfoftris ere@ed fix of thofe
flatues; two of thirty-fix cubits in height, reprefenting himfelf and
his wife; and four twenty cubits high each, reprefenting his four
fons. Hcrodot Iib. ii. cap. cx. Died. Sicul. 1ib. i. p. 53+
18y Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 52  Herodot. lib. ii. cap. viii.

/ 183. Herodotus, ubi fupra, 183. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 52.'
_ 784 1d. lib.i. p. 51, 185, Herodotns, Jib. ik cap. exs

/ Diod, Sicul. Jib. . P 54 / : _
6 his
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GM& eaple; who {trenuoufly de- LE
thcu: li'ncrtwp, had ordered 4 pillar to be

zre&edj wich an infeription declaring his name and
country, and that he had fubdued them by his forces'*.
And on the pillars fet up in thofe diftriéts, he ordered
alfo, fays Diodorus; the fculptur::d figure of the male
parts of generation to be added, in teftimony of the
courage of the inhabitants **7. But where a nation |
had mednly {ubmitted to hun without hazarding a
battle, he commanded to be carved, along with the
ufual infcription, the genital parts of a Woman, od
fuch pillary as a memorial of their cowardice ***

In fome countries, Sefoftris likewife ordered his
own ftatue, in ftone, to be erefted 3 holding a bow int
the deft hand, a javelin in the right, and otherwife
armed after the Agyptian and Zthiopian manner, with
* a belt drawn acrofs the breaft from fHoulder to fhould-
er'®®; on which was engraved in the Sacred Letters
of ZEgpyt*®°; an infcription purporting, that he had

obtained

. 186, Herodot. b, i. cap. cii. Diodoriis has preferved a more
pompous infcription, to the following purport :— Sefofbris, king of
“kingl,lndloﬂlof]urdl,cﬁnquuedthuugmnbylmm Diad,

Sicul. lib. i. p. 51.
187. Diod. Sicul. lib. . p.51. :S&Hmdm.ubud.siml.
ubi fup. . .189. Herodotus, Lib. x.i.cnp.m

190, Idemn. ibid. Thefe Sacred Letters, according to Dr. Warbur-
ton, were the moft perfed kind of Hiereglypbics ; formed in the fro-
grels front Piflure-writing to the invention of Alpbabetic Charafiers;
(mzq-ﬂ-gra_gh.hookiv.m.im) and afterward ufed by the
prisfls a8 3 wal for their myflicel learning, as they had formerly been em
ployed, by all orders of men, in recording general tranfa@ions, for
want of & more intelfigible mode of writing. (id. ibid.) They con<
tinued alfo to be ufed, after the invention of alphabetic chara®ers,
ndpﬁcww {Warburton, ubi fup.) fo that the

bisraglypbical inferiptions 0n the fatues and obelifly of Sefdftrio prove
mmw&mwmd that mondrch.  *
obfervations, while they illuftrate our fubje®, will ferve
a common mi&h .um g‘ hM. MM wﬁ; R
nm whrwm mmwmm&.d\.\ 2
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which the ftatues ftéod *'. Herodotus faw two of
thefe ftatues in Afia Minor; one between Ephefus and
Phocwa, and another berween Sardis and Smyrna %5
each fix feet and three inches in height '’

" In confequence of the public works of Sefoftris, Lgypt
attained an higher degree of profperity and population,
than it had known in any former period %, For he
not only fertilized the country, and fupplied the inha-
bitants with drink for themfelves and their cattle, by
conveying the waters of the Nile, at all times, to the parts
moft diftant from it ', but cut navigable canals from

% _ﬁ?mca, after the art of Alpbabeticnvriting Was bnown and praSifed ;
whereas they were only 2 ftage, as alrcady obferved, in the progrefs
toward that art, and afterward ufed for particular purpofes, For
this difcovery, the world is indcbted to the late Dr. William War-
burton, latterly bifhop of Gloucefter; who united the mof* profound
erudition to a penetrating genius.

191, Herodotus, lib. il cap. cvi. 192. 1d. Thid.

193. Herodot. ubi fup. Diodorus fays thefe ftatues were exa re.
prefentations of the natural Rature of Sefoftris, and feven feer high,
( Biblioth, 1ib i, p.51.) But he does not tell us whence he had his
information, Herodotus faw the ftatues, and probably meafured them.

194 Egypt, in its higheft profperity, is faid to bave contained eigh-
teen thoufand cities and confiderable villages, and feven millions of in=
habitants; (Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 27.) a number by mo means incre-
dible, confidering the high cultivation, and fertility of the country.

Mauy reafons may be afligned, why Bgypt isnow lefs fertile than
in gheient times.  The Nile no longer brings down from thiopia that
rich black mudand flime, which formerly fattened the lands; (Hero-
dot. lib. ii. cdp. ii. et feq. Diod. Sicul, Lib. i, p, 30. Strabo, kb, xv.
p. 695, Plin, Hiff. Nat. lib. xviii. cap. xvii, xviii.) and only a fmall
quantity of red earth, of an inferior quality, fuch as compofcs its
banks. (Granger, Voyage en Agypte, p. 90. Shaw's Trovels, vol. il
pr188.) Nor isthe country any where fo perfeétly cultivated, or to
fuch an extent as under its ancient monarchs. (Maillet, Defiripr de
J' e, lett. i i%.) Yet, even under Turkifh defpotifin, Maillet com-

ZEgypt may contain four millions of people. ( Defeript.lete.iv)
g!nllﬂmn refided long at Grand Cairo, n!‘mchmnm. .
195 Herodotus, lib. ii. eap, cviii. -
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nefit of inland' commerce, and banked thofe cities
againft the annual inundations*®; fo that Lower
Zgypt, during the high flow of the Nile, to ufe a
fimile of Herodotus, refembles the ZEgean fea, crowned
with its caftled iflands 7. And during the feafon of
ebb, it prefented, and @ill offers the moft delightful
fpeftacle that human imagination can conceives rich
fields of corn, all kinds of fruit and flowers, and herds
and flocks feeding in luxuriant paftures *** ; while thips
of burden in the river, and barges on the canals, con-
vey in various dire€tions the produce of induftry, and
the means of plenty, under a ferene and cloudlefs gy,
genially warmed with the beams of the fun %,

From

196. Diod Sicul lib. i. p. 52.

197. Herodot. lib. ii. cap. xcvii. Diodorus, who makes ufe of the
fame comparifon, was not ignorant that the Nile has its fource in the
wmountains of AEthiophia, and that its annual inundations are vecafi-
oned by the Tropical rains. (Bibliorh. lib. i, p. 39. edit. Rhodo-
man. ubi cit. Hanov. 1604.) The Nile begins to rife about the end of
April ; but the fwell is not confiderable till after the fummer-folftice,
(Herodot. lib, ii. cap. xix. Diod. Sicul. lib, 1. p. 32. Plin, Hifl. Nat.
lib. v. cap. ix. lib. xviii. cap. xviii.) According to ancient authors, it
continued to increafe till the autumnal equinox; (id. ibid.) but the
moft accurate modern obfervers declare, that it ufually attains its
greatelt height by the middle of Augult. (Pococke, Defeript, of the Eaft
wol.i.p, 200. Shaw's Travels, p. 383 Maillet, Defeript, de I’ Fgape,
lett. ix.) By the firft of November the inundation has fubfided; the

, hufbandmen then prepare the land for the reception of the feed; (andt,
cit. ubi fup.) and reap their harveft in March and April. 1d. ibid.

198, Diod. Sicul. lib. i, p. 33. Maillet, Dofeript. de /' Hgypte, Jett. ix,
JEgypt is by no means intenfely hot during our winter feafon, Hence
it produces many fruits feldom found in fuch a fouthern latitude;
clives, grapes, peaches, &e. (Id. ibid. e Starbo, lib. svii. p. 809.)
/And during the famucr months, it is refrefied by the inundation of
the Niley the great iource of its fubfequent fertility, and the cauft of
that deep verdure for which it is diltinguithed beyond all the %
m- ‘m “ﬁll F

799 Diod, Sicul. lib, i. p. 52 :ﬂm%“%"ﬂr&
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a regﬂhr fucccﬂion of Egypm hmga- 3 lsui their
reigns afford few important events,

Puerow, the fon and fucpcﬁ'er ei Scfoﬁns, undcl‘q
took no military enterprife ; nox. was he the anthor of
_any, civil inftitution. But having been aflicted with
the lofs of his fight, which was reftored in a mifaculous
mianner, he dedicated many offeringsin all the tems
ples of Zgypt, in gratitude to the Gods for his récos
very **'; and, to perpetuate the memoryof that event,
he erected, in the Temple of the Sun at Heliopolis; twa
obelifks, each one hundred cubits h:gh, and e:ght cus
bits fquare at the bafe ***,

The Nile is'at all times navigable as high zs the catara®s, on the fron-
tiers of /Ethiopia, and abont fix hundred miles from the fea; where, lays
Diodorns, (1ib. . p. 28.) the water runs with the rapidity of an arrow
fhot from a bow; and bumg ‘dafhed Igamft rocks, and forczd bnck‘
whirls, rages, and foams, in a manner terrible to behold. 1d. ibid.
200. This fpue.ﬂion is fumdhed by Herodotus who, as 1 in'u
already | l:ad occafion to obferve, pnﬂ'eﬁcd better means of mfutmmq
ﬂun any fabfaqucnz writer. . Tp the reafnmfnmcrly offered, in fup-
port of this opinion, 1may add, that foou after the Perfian M
Herodotus travelled through Egypty and held long difcourfes with
the priclts; who were entmﬂe&wixhthb)ﬂ?mg of the archives of
the kingdom, and feem to haye difclofgd to him their M M
fecgecs; (Herodot. 1. i palim.) awd that if the
had fuffered injury from the rage of Cambyfes W
where they were kept, memory ‘might then fupply the giﬁ.
after thofe nmd;lg,dbmmwcm byqdeto[lhng

e ey of e -
Mwhnwmwm Treat of the feizure of
 ¥Ecords,, F mwd-mfosﬁ‘gﬁwmﬂm

, M& Manctho
pofed, Nor ¢ _tﬁe- u&mmm
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Cau,lawhmthe&uh gave&emmeof?n— :

zeus ***y becaufe he was faid to transform himfelf into
a variety of fhapes. This fable feems to have had its
origin in a fingylar cuftom, which afterwards became
common to the Agyptian monarchs. They wore upon
their heads, as a fign of their royalty, and in order to
infpire their people with fuperftitious veneration, the
figure of a lion, a bull, or a dragon*®*. Cetes, thg au-
thor of this cuftom, is reported to have been deeply
fkilled in the arts and fciences *** ; and divine honours
were paid him, after his deagh, i m an elegant temple,
erected po the fouth of that of Vulcan, at Mem-
phis **° -

RuamrsiniTus, the fycceffor of Cetes or Proteus,
added a magnificent portico to the weftern fide of the
temple of Vulcan, and fet up two {tatues before the
front of the building, each twenty-five cubits high**,
He was a wife and juft prince ; fo that ZEgypt, dunng
his reign, greatly flourifhed in plenty, and enjoyed, as
hitherto, the equitable adminiftration of her wholefome
laws*®®. He is faid to have defcended, while alive, to
the habitations of the dead ; where playing at dice with
Ceres, e fometimes won, and fometimes loft **°; by

203. Herodotus, lib, ii. cap. exii. Diod. Sicul. lib. i, p. 56.

204. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 56. 205. Id. ibid.

206. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. cxii, 1 formesly faid, un:thuwm
ble hiftorian maft have have been mifinformed in refpedt to the reign
of Proteus, otherwife he would not have placed it fo high as the Tro-
jan war; and the account which he gives of that war, (lib. ii. cap.
eriii—cxx.) on the credit of the Mgyptian prictls, fhews the whole
wits a fable d:ﬂfcdbyﬁm{ctmdﬁgu, inorder to exalt the Fharadtey
of their owa nation to maintain its claiff to fuperior antiquity, and
hmmm uyonihtﬂreeh,whoaunfed m%midom

:w.'ﬂ-ﬁh.ﬁ.up.:m y 208. Herodotus, lib. il cag.
exsiv. © ago. Id. Lib, i cap. exxii.
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» which we ought perhaps to underftand, that good and
evil are blended in all busman condstionsy and that even
the ju/f and wife cannot expe&, in this world, an unine

i terupted run of ﬁ:mﬁ. And Ceres at his departure,
we aré told, prefented him with a golden mantle **°3
1y as a mark of her favour, no doubt, begayfe of his atteqf.-
| ~ tion to agriculture, by which only plenty can be prox

 ¢nred, and the blellmgs of civil life preferved,

T sE Egyptians annually held a {olemn feftival, from
the day of the defcent of Rhampfinitus, to that of his
seafcenfion *'*, Here Herodatus takes pecafion to iny
- form us, that the ZEgyptians belicved the fovereign
| : power, in the ftate of the dead, was exercifed by Ceres
| and Bacchus **%, or [fis and Ofiris ***; and that they
were the firft people, who taught the immortality of
| the human foul*'*. This tenet wag more efpecially ine
I culcated, as I fhall often have occafion to thew, in the
i myfteries of Ifis, or Ceres*'*; where the veil of Hea-
[ then fuperftition being pulled afide, the true nature of
' God and the foul was revealed to the initiated, and the
doctrine of a fuwn Slate of rewards and punifbments
enforced *'°,

TR

Hero,

2re. Herodot. lib ii. cap. exxii. a11. 1d. lib 1i. cap. cxxii,
212, Herodot, lib. ii. cap. caxiii,

. 213, Hergdotus takes great pains to prove, that Lis was the fume
geaily with Demeter or Ceres, (lib. ii. cap. lix. clvi.) and Ofivis with Di-
wmfor or Bacchus : (Jib ii. cap. exliv.) And he has at lealt proved,
that the wordhip of both was nearly the fame, in Egypt and in Greece;
(ubi fip.) and given us good reafon to believe, that the Greeks bor-

owed that worthip from the J t i not g, ¢
;mmcremp;r ﬂm@_ﬂatw’) the Fygyptians
P 214, Hevodot, lib. i cap. exxiif, - -
455, The myfteries of Clres were celebrated in warioys countries,
pefice Egypi; but ¢ pmu&!nmommthn&fokmnnadumq
the territory anmu,enmmnniyknm by the name of ;I}e%

) w Myflerier,
3 /}16. That thefe were the objscls of ;hr. Efg‘ nian Jafyfmﬂ: ﬂé




Gods *'7 ; but that the Egyptians conlidered PAN as
“ the moff ancient, even of the Eight primary, Des
& jties *5,” This is 3 curiout article Ofmformaucm.

—

Babicd ]
thqvmdﬂypﬁnorigin.m.wmmm i
great ftrength of reafoning, fupported by many learned quotations.
( Ditine Legation of Mafes, book ii. fe. iv.) He has alfo endeavoured
to prove, that the fume do@rines were inculcated in all the Heithen
mylterics; in thofe of Bacchus, and even in thof: of Venus; (id. ihid.)
a pofition that capnot be fo readily admitted, 1 fhall, therefore, con=
fine myfelf to the MyReries of Ceres, as célebrated at Eleufis: In thofg
myferies, an Hyma to the following purport, was fung :—« T will
'1‘ defelofe a fecret to the imitiaied; but let the doors be fhud againil 8

. Look on the Divine Nature ; inceflantly contemplate it,

gmrnwdltheMMdeurr Go on in the right wway, and fee the
@ fole Governor of tle Warld. Hix is oww, and of Himfelf alone 5 anid to
“ #hat Qe all Things owe their Being =Fr operates through Al 5 wap
“ pever feen by mortal eyes, but doth Himfelf fee every Thing. (Orpbie
@ Hywn, ap. Clem. Alexand, Admonit. cd Genter, & Eufeb. Prap,
& Ewangel. lib, xiii.) Ceres,” fuys Tfocrates, « has made the Athenians
“ two gifts of the highelt importance: the Cyrrens of Conn, which
® brought ur out 1f'a STATE of Barnamiry, und the Myswinis,
“ which forfify the Soul againit the fear of Death, und infpire the Zniti
% aied with the ploafing Hope of an bappy s montALize. (loctats
Paneg. Atben.)  © The thing™ adds he, < which Human INuture chicfly
“ flands in need of” (ibid.) And Cicero declares, * That thofe Myss
¢ verins, by which we are drawn from an irvational and fevage life,
% and cultured in bumanity, ere jultly called Inrria j becanfe they are fbe
‘Piqfuigg't#wﬁﬂl a Life of Virtuc and of Reafon ! Hence we
“ only enjoy ba in this <worldy but dis woith tranguility, i bopes of bew
“ coming yet move bappy iu a futvre fiste of exifince”  Cicero, de Legiby
dib. ii. cap. xiv. L

ﬁ:r.mm.h.np.uh.

Mﬁh xvii- p, #03.; “ The Mmdcﬁmp;b;m lndfcnlpuu,
 fiks thofe of Gryece,” pdds Heyodotys, (fib. id. cap. xlvi,) “ repre-

rm‘

™
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A=’ the whole fyftem of Heathen theology; which, as I
fhall have occafion to fhew, paﬂ'dfamEgrptmd
B,mmwGrem |

-~ Tuese Eight primary Deities were Gop and the
Heavenly Bodies; or the Sun, Maon, and five {olar pla-
- tets, Fupiter, Venus, Mars, Mercury, and Saturn; under
the controul of the First CAvusE: for the ancients, at
leaft in ‘the firfk ages, were not fufficiently fkilled in
aftronomy to know, that the Earrh is one of the folar
planets, And the four additional Deities, that coms
pleted the number of the Zwelve GREAT Gobs, were
the Four Elements; by whatever names, or under
whatever fymbols, they might be worfhipped *%. - Con,
fequently PAN, or the whole of Nature (as his name
imports), the eldeft of thofe Great Gods, was fymbolical
of the CREATOR and GOVERNOR of thy UNIVERSE,
as paxrtmjed in his works**°.

it Pan with the faw mil kel & Goat: Not that they believe tis
@10 be his real form,” remarks the vemerable hiftorian;  for they
o ghink Lim libeother Gods /™ (1bid.) The natural interprefition of which
words is, that they thought him a0 inserporeat Being; and, therefore,
enly capuble of fymbolical repre[entation.

419, This fubjedt I thall afterward have occafion to difcufs, ¥ fhall,
therefore, enly here remark, that the ancients, in adoring the calcfial
bodigs, and the clewents, did not wordhip them a6 mere maffes of matter,
but paid their adorations rigizally to the Spiri, by which they were
fuppefed to be acuated or governed; and. thar this worfhip, at firft
ejaculatory, came afterward to be offered throngh the intervention of
Jymbolz, and terminased in grofs idolatry, Sce Posocke, Specim, Hift,
Mplﬁm,ctMmonid. DMoreh Nevach. v ”

230. Scryius, in Virgil, Ecleg, ii. The,,kgyﬁpudhs was 3
ﬁmbo!iul elincation of Nature in her yude late: s [posed robe, of
leoytrd' reprefented the frangled fby ; and his perfon, made up
of various parts, sationul and irrational, 3 Man and o Goat, exprefled
the Wonrp, compofed of j jarring elements, Fire, Water, 'Earth, and

 <diry under the dige®ion of an all-governing Mixo, 1d, ibid,
Tug
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high chara&er here afligned him, (as will appear from
the following extratt) fublimely cxprefles the ideasiof
the Zgyptian prieits concerning that Divinity; for the
firt Gracian fages are allowed to have drawn their
theology, and phdofophy, mmcdmdy from Egyptia!l
fources **%,

a
¢ TueE I invoke, O mighty Pax |—the U’mnx.._
% sar NaTURE! the Heavens, the Sea; the all-nous
¢ rifhing Earth, and the Element Firey for thefe are
% thy Membersy Omnipotent DEITY **3, —Come, thoy
% SOURCE of everwheeling Motion ! revolving with the
% civcling Seafons***; PARENT of GENERATIONs
 divine Enthufiafm, and foul-warming Traq,@m !
«Thou livefi among the Stars, and leadeft in the Syms
¥ phony of the Planets, by thy all-chearing Mufic .5
“ Thow

221, That the Hymns afcribed to Orpheus, commonly called the
Opplic Hymns, are of great antiquity, we have the anthority of Paus
* fanias, (lib. ix. p. 308, edit. Xyland. Frankfort, 1588.) to affirm.
He tells s, that althongh inferior in elegance to. thofe of Homer,
Mwmmnvmw&inlhu&gwmmﬁm
{Ibid.) and that:hnfcwhxchhwemedmmmm genuine, wa
know from ancieat quotations,

222. They who have any doubts on thu,ﬁ;bjs&my confult she Die
wine Legation of Mufesy wol. i, and Bryant's Aualyfis of Ancient Mythols
vol. ii. paflim.

223. Oqu:heﬁmfmumtummdﬂyqnﬁ'dbym

“mmm%d__u:nnmmw,
« Whofe Hody NaTuna is, and @op the Soul."”

224. This fine idea did not efcape the poctic eye of Milton, whofe
]gmmgwa-aqmlw his genius; and whathas wroughe it iato one
of the m&bawfqlimsuingu defcription of Psmlalh-

‘« Airs, vernal airs
“Mingnﬁ;tnullof&ldnmdgmm
“Thlmbhw leaves; while Univer(si Pamy
& Knit awith the Graces and the Hours in dance,

“ Led on b’ cternal Spring™ » =

215, Hence Pan was fuid m»dyuﬂqupmnu_gﬁmhn.
mpdbdd‘ Szvan )qum':. but fo fitted as to prodﬂwl-;d&-r




 marrL %ﬁwummm.
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S~ «yals; dolighteft in the towering Goat-browfed Rocks

*in the Springs alfo, and paflured Vallies of the Earth.
“Of Sight all-pervading; SEARCHER of hidden
¢ Things 3 Lover of the Ecno of thine own Etcrnac
“ Harmony **° | All-begetting, and unbegotten Gop'l
 —Supreme GOVERNOR of the WorLD ! invoked un«
% der a thouland Names **7.”

the moft perfed melady. (Servius in Virgil Eclog. ii.) This pipe was
fymbolical of that caélefiial barmony, (metaphoricallylcalled the Mafic
of the Spberes) which refults from the fublime and wonderful order of
the seven great luminaries; (Id. ibid.) moving in orbits of wmegual
dimenfiors, and performing their revolutions with diffirent degrees of welo=
#ity, but all with wmerring concord. For ever finging to the ear of the
philofopbic mind, “ s they fhine,”
Tbe Hand that mover us is divine !

226. That is, Lw:rof the Beauty arifing from the Harmoay of the
M"ﬁ’

227. That the enlightened part of the ancient Feathens believed in
ONE efernal Gop, under whatever name he might be worfhipped jsand
that the created Deities held up to the adoration of the wulpar, were
only the attributes of the Supreme Self-exifient Bring 5 the calofial Bodies,
or the clementary principles of Nature, mythologically reprefeated as his-
Miniflers, has been proved at great length by the learned Cudwarth, (Zne
#elleSiuol Syflem, chap. iv.) and by the reverend Mr. Spence, ( Polymetis,

* Dialoguc vi.) from the writings of the Heathen pocts and philo

fophers. : !
Thhfubjc&lﬂmlhﬁgrwwdh:womnﬁmmhwm;m,u&m
trate, in tracing the progrefi of idolatry; fo that it will be fufficient
here to quote, from the Hymn of Cleanthes to Jupiter, (AP-M
}'W# Grae. n H. Steph.) a paffage in point.
« 01 worlhipp'd under various [acred namer,
“ DivisiTy SuPRaME ! all-powerfil God !
“ Autbor of Niture! whofe unbounded relgn,
& And legiflative Will 3l things obey :
% The beavealy orbs, that round this Eartbly Sphere
* Inceffant wheel, thy Sovereign Lavw admit,
“ And roll fpontanesus, where Troy point't the way,
“ Thraugh all the realms of Space ; obedient fill }en
“ Exalted above a7, by all ador'd,
& Strenpth, Wifdom, Gooduefz, JurrTen! are Thine'”
To this extra® I fhall add a friigment of Valerius Soranus, preforve
~gd by St. Auguftine, (Ap. Civitar. De, lib. iv. cap. xi.)
|4 Allmighty Jurrren! of Men and Gods
# Fatbey and Motber both j—onz Divinity £
: ( Crrorsy
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impious and unfeeling tyraut, who trampled wpon
every thing facred and civil. Having ordered all the
temples of Zgypt to be fhut, and prohibited public
facrifices to the gods, he opprefled his people with hard
labour ; with digging and hewing ftones, and building,
befide other ftupendous works, the firft and largeft of
the three great pyramids in the neighbourhood of
Memphis***. One hundred thoufand men were em-
ployed, for twenty years, in rearing this ponderous
mafs **; and an infeription upon it declares, that
a fam equivalent to fixteen hundred talents of filver
had been expended in purchafing radifhes, onions, and
garlic, for the builders**°. Cheops reigned fifty
yws SSI.

. 238, Herodotus, lib. #i. cap. cxxiv. This pyramid 1 have already
bad accafion to defcribe (note 145.) 5 but in order to revive the ides
of its magnitude, I fhall here obferve, that its bafe, each fide of which
is exa@tly equal to its floping height, forms a fquare of fix hundred
and fixty feet ; (aud. cit. ubi fup.) confequently it covers exaétly ten
Englith acres of ground. It appears to have been originally coated
with marble; but now prefents only a rugged furface, in which is
difcovered the layers of flone that compofe the body of the building.
Mullet, Defeript. de I' JE gypte, p.224=253.

229. Id. ibid. Theie men were relieved every threé months, by
the fame number of frefh hands; (Herodot. lib. ii. cap. cxxiv.) fo thas
the whole number of men called out by Cheops every nine months, to
what may be called fatute-labour, amounted to three hundred thoufand.

230. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap, exxv, This infeription is alfo men-
tioned by Diodorus Siculus, (lib. i. p. ¢8.) Thefe vegetables probably
compofed the greater part of the food of the labourcrs, and perhaps
all that was fornifhed them by the king ; yet admitting the worke
men to have reccived no wages, the other parts of the expence,
as Herodotus jultly obferves, (lib. ii. cap. exxv.) for uigging, fquar-
ing, and conveying the fiones; the tdbls and apparatus for building,
muft have been immenfe. Ten years werc fpent in conftru@ing the fube
tesrancous chambers, or vaules on which this wonderful fabrick refls,
and cen in eredting bridges, and making roads, for tranfporting the
flones from the quarries m the Arabian mountains to the Nile, and
&utkﬂﬂemthlﬂlmwhc&ﬂlepymmﬁmm 1d. ibid.

#31. Hyvodotws, kb, i cap. sssvi 4
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prince, imitated him in his impiety, ;nllu in his
tyrannical oppreffions **. - He built the fecond great
pyramid near Memphis *** ; equal to the firft in height,
but without any fubterrancous ckﬂbﬂ. and of inferior
dimenfions at the bafe *4,

. Avw intelligent travellers, both ancient and modern,
have confidered thefe. pyramids as fepulchral monu«
ments, or maufoleums for the kings by whom they were
35, But the learned antiquarian, Mz, Jacob Bry=
mfﬁ them to have been temples ; and con-
jectures, thac from the zp'of the pyramids the Egyp-~
tians obferved the heavens, marked the conftellations s
and there alfo “ ofiered up vows and oblations®:°.”
- This conjecture is ingenious, and confiftent with Mr.
Bryant's fyftem of Solar or/bip, but utterly void of
probability ; whether we confider the ftruéture of the
pyramids (without any doory by which they could be
readily entered, of any ftair-cafe, either within or
without, by which they could be afcended) or confult
ancient teftimony concerning them. Herodotus, who
eadly vifited ZEgypt, and when the ZEgyptians were
perfedtly acquainted with the purpofe of their publi¢

232. 1d. ik, 233 Herodot. ubi fuptd.

. 234. 1d. ibid. et Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 57. 1 havealready obforv.
ed, that the firt Memphian pyrathid appears to have been coated
with marble ; and I have the authority of eminenit travellers (Greaves;
"Thevenot, Liicas,) to fay, that feveral Epyptian pyrumids fill are
fo coated.

235. Herodotus, Dindorumﬁtnhn, Pﬂny, Mﬂﬂcuk, Lu-
cas, Thevenot, Muaillet, e, .

236, Analyfis of Ancient mevo!. jil. p.53T. Mr. Bryant
lucludes the fubterransous apartments amiong his argamenta to prove, that
the Egyptian pgramids were [olar temples (Id. ibid.) The fecond
pyramid, however, we find had no fuch apxrtinents (Herodot. lib. ii.
eap. cxxvii.) according to the information of the venerable father of
biltory. Nor have modern travellers been nbk u\‘lfﬂmf any.

[ i



tions many Egypthu mnhu, and mhuthefa-
cred ceremonies, but not once infinuates that the pys
ramids had uny relation to religious worfhip. And
the number of pyramids, both in Higher and Lower
ZEgypt, and in the neighbourhood of each other, feem
to prove, that they were fepulchral monuments of the
kings who reigned at Thebes and Memphis **7,

V Ar10US conjectures, however, have been offered,
toncerning the motives that could induce the Egypa
tian monarchs to raife fuch enormous fabrics, for theit
place of buriali Oftentatious vanity, and tyrannie
policy, have been imputed to them®¥*; and thefe
might have their fhare in fwelling the fize of the py=
ramids. But as thofe monuments were erefted by
good, as well as bad princes, we muft feek for othes
inducements; and thefe we find in the theological tes
nets of the ancient Agyptians. Theybelieved that the
foul remained with the bbdy after death, as long as
the body continued entire **% Henee the care whicl
perfons of all ranks took in embalsiing the bodies of
their dead relations, and in depofiting them in places
of ftrength and fecurity *°.  For they confideted their

babitas

237. T have fornterly had occafion to notice, that Thebes was ord
ginally the feat of the Mgyptian monarchs, and afterward Memd
phis. And 1 fhall here remark, that Egypt feems bitherto to have
been under ene king, notwithftanding the various co-ardinate and
cotemporary dynafties invented by chrondlogers, in order to recon-
tile facred and prophane hiltory. Mofesr, Herodotus, and Diodorus knewt
anly ons Lpyption Menarchy.

238. Aviftot, de Repub. lib. v, cap. xl. mw.aym.mﬂ.
tap. xii,

msprma.ad. Zneid, Tib. il var. 67.
240, The & three methods of embalming the dead,
which are M:ﬁbdb,ﬁuudm(libhnplmﬂ.—

Lexxviii) ome for perfons of fuperior rank, one for the middling
tlafs, and one for of low conditjen (1d, Ibid.). The firft, and
molt porfo® method, 7 fall selige. =

f .
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m k‘%i&.’w wngfmy abodes §
= while they gave to their tomibs, by a bold mode of ex«
ﬂ!’ﬁm themmeowaluagﬁm‘“

In a country whete fuch opinions prevailed, we cans
not wonder that kings were defirous of giving to them~
felves a kind of éternity in the tomb. For this end;
it was neceflary to eret coemeteries, which could long
relift natural decay, and prelerve their bodies from ex-~

The men, who made embalming their emiployment in Egypts and
who were publicly appointed to that profefion, proceeded in this
manner. They drew out the brains, through the noftrils, with an
iron hook; cut open the belly with a fharp Aithiopian ftone, and toole
out the inteftines. Thefe they replaced, after having cleanfed them,
freeped them in palm-wine, and cured them with odoriferous drugs.
Then they filled the belly with pounded mirrh, caffia, and all kinds
of aromatics, except frankincenfe, and fewed vp the incifion they had
made. They next buried the body in nitre for feventy days; and,
after they had taken it out, and walhed it, they fwathed iz in fine
linen, and anointed it with gums. Herodot. 1ib. i. cap. bxxxvi.

" Diodorus, who givesa fimilar defcription of the procefs of embalm-

Jing, remarks, that when the body thus prepared, was reftared to the

relations of the deceafed, the fymmetry of form was perfeétly preferv-
ed, and the likenels of featiires, even to the Mair of the eye-brows,
and eye-lids, (Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 82.) He alio tells us, that many of
the Hgyptiun grandees depofited the bodies of the dead in magnificens
fepulchral monuments, snd there delighted in contemplating the fzatures
of their anceftors; for centuries back ; (Id. ibid.) and that fuch gy~
tians (of the middling clafs, it may be prefumed) as had no family~
fepulchre, formed a tomb in their own houfes; placing the embalmed
bodies of their relations in acell.of the firongs wwall. (1d. lib. i. p. 83.)
And we learn from the ohfervations of modern travellers, that the
public fepulchres of the ancient Agyptians were dry and decp pits or
caverns, geherally toward the Libyan mountains or defert § where the
bodies, though embalmed in the cheapelt .maonner, as being thole of
the inferior claffes, ftill remain entire; and whence they have bech

. earried to various countries, under the name of Mummies.

241, Diod. SiculTib, i. p. 47, They accordingly paid little regard to
the firuéture of their houfes, but {pared no expence in augmentiity
the magnificencq of their fepulchres. (Id. ibid.) Nor was the care of
the Agyptians to prolong the continvance of the foul with the body,
inconfitent with their belief of the immortality of the foul, which was
connested with the dodlrine of the metemp yebofs (Flerodot. lib. 1. cap.
&axiii.) o purgation that mult have filled them with much horror.

: ternal
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lated for &mhiﬁtythm any other. And ftrcng'th an
magmfud’e appear to h;vc been added to the pyramids,

in proportion to the fears of the Zgytian monarchs
of moleftation after death**; to the ambition with
which they were altuated of perpetuating their name,
by fuch fupendous monuments 3 and to the defire of
bending, with heayy talks, to the controul of regal y
fway, the proud and licentious fpirit of their people,
narfed in bigotry, and fattening in peace.

MYCBRINUS, thc fon of Cheops, who became
king of ZEgypt on the death of Chephrenes, detefting
the conduét of his father and uncle, ordered the tems
ples to be opened ***; the facrifices to be renewed;
and the people to apply themfelves to their private afs
fairs ; releafing them from public tafks, and ftudioufly
attending to their happinefs and profperity **. He
built, however, the third Memphian pyramid ** ;
which fome Greecian writers have vainly afcribed to
the famous courtezan Rhodopis, who acquired great
riches in ZEgypt by the fale of her favours **°,

AsvcHis, who afcended the Hgyptian throne on
the death of Mycerinus, built the grand portico of the

242. That the Egyptian monarchs, wlio governed opprellively,

J were in danger of fuch moleftation, we bave the authority of Diodo-

rus to affirm. (Diod. Sicul. lib.i. p. 66.) And Herodotus. tells us,
(lib. ii. cap, cxxviii,) that the memory of Cheops and Chephrenes
were held in fuch execration, that their very mames were condemned

to oblivion.
243. Herodotus, lib. ii, cap. cxxix. 244. Id. ibid. et Diod.
Sicul. lib. :.p.g& 245 Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. cxxxiv.

::g 1d. ibid. Herodotus not only ridicules this idea, (ubi fupra), but
Rhodopis lived in 2 later age ; that fhe was fellow-fervant
with the author of che Fahles, and contemparary with S2ppho
the And fhe contrived, he tells us, (lib. ii. eap. exxxv.) fuch
!wﬂdhﬁl"nhﬂmmw imagined ; fecding to
an offering of ftrong iron fpits ; which, adds he, (ibid.) fill
wm&mwwmwwmm
Vou. L. ' temple,




nple of V'ulﬂﬂ. ﬁmhtg tln: ezﬂ:'“ He alfs
ere€ted a pyramid of brick, with an infcription o the
following purport :— Degrade not me by a compa-
4 rifon with the pyramids of ftone, which I excel as
% much as Jupiter the other gods ***"—And, in order
to enlarge the credit of the Agyptians, among whom
he found wealth imperfe@ly to circulate, he enacted
a law, by which they were enabled to borrow money
on the embalmed bodies of their fathers *+° ; but with
this reftri¢tion, that unlefs the debtor fhould redeem
the facred pledge before his death, neither he nor
any of his defcendants fhould be allowed funeral ho-
nours **°,

Durine the reign of Anyfis, the fucceflor of Afy~
chis, Agypt was invaded by Sabaco, king of Aithio-
pia, at the head of a powerful army **’. Sabaco ob-

liged

247 Herodotus, lib, ii. cap. cxxxvi. 248 Id. ibid,
249 Herodot. ubi fupra. 250 1d, ibid.
ij. Herodotus, lib. ii. ¢ cxxxvii. Fthiopia was bounded on the
north by A gypt, and on the north-ealt by the Arabian g'ul.l' but
with its other bounduries the ancients were utterly unacquainted.
(Strabo, lib. xvii, fub fin.) The Greeks gave the name of Ztbigpians
to all people of a black colowr. Hence they had oriental as well as Afrie
can Hthiopians ; but Herodotas (lib. vii. cap. Ixix.) difcriminates the
one from the other, by marks which continue to diftinguith them,
# The oriental Athiopians,” obferves he,  have flowing bair ; but thefe
“of Africa the moft friszled bair of any race of men.” (Id. ibid.)
He alfo tells us, (lib ii. cup.civ ) that the Ethiopians were circum-
sifed, like the AEgyptizns; but declares he conld not pretend to deter-
mine which of the two nations firft ufed the rite, though he was
ftrongly perfunded, it had its origin in /Egypt. (Tbid.) The Athio-
pians, however, allerted, that thej' were the moft ancient people in
the world; (Dicd, Sicul. lib. #i. p. 143.) w‘dutﬁq believed, like
many other nationts, thut men originally fprang from the earth,
they not ifrationally concluded, that thofe countries which lie neareft
. the fun, animated by his genial influence, muft firft have produced all
Kinds of animals. (1. ibid,) That they were a very ancient and power-
ful people is not to be queftioned 5 but thofe on the frontiers of A=~
gypt excepted, (who feem to have profited by intercourfe with their
more polifhed neighbours, and to hive been of the fame flock) they

g it




bﬁ:d to fcﬁk”rhfngeinﬂmféﬂs' on&lc’fei&&oiﬁ, «m&‘
tbo]:" poffeffion of the' kingdom ***, But he, inftead
of exercxﬁng the rigour of conqueft, fet an example
of humanity to fucceedmg princes. No ZEgyptian
wis put to death for any tranfgreflion dufing the reign
of Babaco***. He wifely iffued an edi@, when he
feized the government, ordering perfons conviéted of
capital ctimes to be chained together, and employed

in public works, inftead of being led to execution ***

THEe labour of thefe criminals confifted r:hicﬂy in
cutting canals, and raifing mounds with the earth dug
out of them, in order to fecure the cities of Lower
fgypt from the inundations of the Nile **5; Thofe
meounds, which had been raifed to a confiderable
height by the great Sefoltris, were cirried {tiil higher
by the mild policy of Sabaco **°y who, uniting juftice
with mercy, and punifhment with lenity, made the
forfeited lives of his offending fubjells contribute to
the advantage of the honsil and induftrious citizen.

Tae bepefits refulting from the canals muft have
been general ; and feveral cities were, no doubt, more
perfc&iy fecured againft any extraordinary flow of the
river, by the mounds; which at once protected the
former buildings, and afforded the new flreets and
Tqures moré elevated flruations *7.  But the city of

appear always to hive remained in a rude, dndma&ofibm inafas
wage fiate : (Herod. Iih ki, eap. xxil. xxiii. Diod, Sicul. lib. iii. paf
i, Strabo, lib: xvii. fub ABebisp.) mlﬁw%)mtg
diftinguifhes the proper JEthiopians egroes; whole
am,msg,w &nuxmm,mundapm he traces in
firong lines.

52, Idibide 253 Herodotus, lib. fi. cap. cxxxvii. Diod.
Sieul. lib.i. p. 59. #54: Id. ibid. 255 Herodot. et
Diod. . ubi fup, 236. Herodotus, lib. ii up amii.-
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| PARTL Bubaftis was ;wti‘cnh;ly indebted fmumpn:-
perity and grandeur, to the labours of the malefactors.
from death by the humane edict of Saba-
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In that city ftood a temple dedicated to Diama,
whom the AEgyptians called Bubaflis; and the Greeks
Artemis, well worthy of notice. For, as Herodotus,
(to whom we are indebted for the defcription of it),
ingenioufly remarks, although fome ZEgyptian tem-.
ples were larger, fome more fumptuou,s, none gave
more pleafure to the {pectator **%.

TH1s beautiful fabric was ereted on a peninfular
eminence ; {urrounded on all fides by the water of the
Nile, except at the avenue from the city to the portico
of the temple. The two canals by which it wae
flanked, (and which, without meeting, conveyed the
water from the river to both fides of the avenue),
were each one hundred feet wide, and overhung with
umbrageous trees. The portico was forty cubits in
height, and adorned with well-wrought ftatues fix
cubits high. The temple itfelf ftood in the middle
of the city, whence it every where attralted the eye.
And this diftin&tion it had eminently maintained in
more ancient times ; for when the ground which the
city of Bubaftis afterwards covered, was raifed by
the accumulation of earth dug out of the canals, the
temple of Diana remained on its original foundations,
unaltered, yet ftill confpicuous to the view. It was '
encompaffed with walls, on which were engraved
fymbolic figures. Within the walls grew a huge
grove of venerable trees, out of the heart of which
rofe the nave of the temple ; containing the fanftum
Janétorum, or moft facred place, with the image or

358. Herodotus, lib, ii. cap. cxxzviii. 259 M. ibid.

fymbal
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fymbol of the goddefs. The whole temple was a M,&I
furlong in length, and of the fame extent in breadth. ey

To the entrance under the portico, which fronted the
¢€aft, ran a ftreet from the temple of Mercury through
the market-place, near half a mile long, and four
hundred feet wide; paved with marble, and planted,
on each fide, with trees that feemed to reach the
clouds®®.

ArTER Sabaco, or his fons as viceroys, had ruled
the ZAKgyptian monarchy for fifty years, he relinquith-
ed his conqueft, and finally returned to Athiopia ***;
leaving the Agyptians in pofle/Tion of their ancient in~
dependency. The caufes of this fingular event merit
inveftigation.

THE facred fages told Herodotus, that Sabaco fled
from /Egypt in confequence of a dream®®*; that a
certain form ftood confpicuous to his view in fleep,
and admonifthed him to affemble all the /Egyptian
priefts, and fever them by the middle; and that he,
alarmed at the idea of fuch a crime, and confidering
the vifion as a trial fent him by the Gods, voluntarily
abdicated the throne **,

THE moft natural interpretation of that pretended
dream is, that Sabaco found the members of the facer~
dotal body, or facred order in ZEgypt, become fo pow=
erful and fa&tious, that he could no  Jonger hold the
reins of government, unlefs he had employed his mi-
litary force to maffacre them ; and that being a prince
of a religious turn of mind, as well as of a humane

abo, Herodoatus, lib. ii. cap. cxxxviii. 261, Td. Tib. i cap.
exxxix. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 59. 262. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap,
suix, 263, 1d. ibid.

F3 difpos
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thap be guilty of {uch cruelty and impiety **%.

Ox the departure of the ZEthiopian conqueror,
Anyfis quitted his retreat in the fens, and refumed
the government of Bgypt**’, Butas he muft then
have been old, his future reign could not be long.
And after his death, the kingdom was governed by
Sethon, high-priclt of Vulcan ***; who, depending
upon the awe infpired by his facred character, and
the influence of the facerdotal body, difregarded the
military order, and feized the lands appropriated for
the maintenance of the army**’. The confequence
of this unkingly policy (dictated by a centempt for
the mafs of the people, hoodwinked by fuperitition,
and a jealoufy of the foldiery), was fuch as might
have been expected, When Sennacherib, emperor of
Affyria, afterward invaded ZEgypt, no military man
would {tand forth in defence of Sethon***. Eut the
Affyrian monarch, who was probably bribed to withe

264. Thiz interpretation is countenanced by the narrative of the
jndicious and penetrating Diodorus, (lib. ii. p. 59.) Ir makes the tute-
lary god of Thebes appear to Szbaco in a dream, and inform him,
that the maffucre of the priefls, by his guards, only could fecury the

future profperity and happinefs of his reign over ZEgypt.  (Id. ibid.) l

Hence his refolution of returning to Mthiopia,

265. Herodotus, lib, ii. cap: cxl, 266. 1d, 1ib, i, cap. exlis

ab7. 1d. ibid.

268. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. n:l.:. This wenerable hiftorian calls
Sennacherib, o Saaacbarib, us he writes the name, king of Arabiz
and Afyria (Ihid) And we ure informed by the facred records
(2 Kings, chap. xviii xix.), that Sennacherib had fubdued, in his
march, the greater part of Lower Syria; which was often compre-
hended, by the early Greek writers, under the general nume of Arabig,
and feems ahways to have been confidercd as an Arabian diftriét by the
Augyptians. The tributary princes of this country, as we fhall
have occafion 1o fee, were perpetually revolting from the Affyrisn
emprrors, and leaguing themfelves with the kings of Agypt.

draw
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draw his forces, is faid to have been obliged o retire LET"
by a miracle *°,

- THE ftory was thus told by the Zgyptian priefts
to Herodotus. Sethon finding himfelf deftitute of
human fupport, had recourfe to divine aid. He
betook him, in his diftrefs, to the temple of Vulcan 3
and proftrating himfelf before the altar of the god,
deprecated the calamities he was in danger of fuffer~
ing. Amid his devotions he fell afleep, and was ex~
horted by the prefiding drity, who appeared to him
in a dream, to take courage and face the invaders:
for, if he fo did, auxiliaries fhould be fent him 272,
Animated by the propitious vifion, Sethon affembled
the artificers, traders, retainers upon the courts of
law, and people of all claffes that would follow him,
and marched into the Pelufian diftri&. But he had
no occafion to hazard a battle ; for field-mice, altuat-
ed with rage againit the enemy, had entered the Af-
fyrian camp in the night; and gnawed the quivers,
bows, and thongs of the fhiclds of the hoftile army :

269. 1d. ibid. Jofephus tells vs, (lib. x. cap.i.) That Sennache=
rib had undertaken the fiege of Pelufium; und that he glandoned
his enterprize when ready to give the grand affault, and returned
back, on hearing that Tharfikes, king of AEthiopia, called Tirbakab in
facred hiftory, was marching with a numerous army to the affiftancg
of the Egyptians; and meant to cut off his retreat, by taking the
route of the defert, (Id. ibid.) But we learn from higher, and co-
temporary authority, that ZEgypt was ravaged, and Tirhakah defeated
by Sennacherib: « The king of Aflyria,” fuys the prophet [faiahy
(chap. xx. ver, 4, 5.) “fhall lead away the ZAgyptian prifoners, and
“ the Fthiopian captives; and they (i e« the Jews) fall be afbamed of
“ tbiopia their expeation, and of Hgypt their glory.” (1d. ibid. et
2 Kings, chap. xviii. xiz.) The conjectural caufe, which I have afe
figned for the retreat of the Affyrian ¢onqueror, therefore, feems as
probable as any. For if Sennacherib had hdlyreﬁmdnthcinfeﬂi-
gence of the aerival of Tirhakah to the affiftatice of the Agyptians,
an event which acually took place, Sethon could have found no pres
gext for aferibing his deliverance to a miracle, |

279. Herodotus, Jib, @i, cap. cxli. ' 4
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in his retreat *7'.

IN commemoration of this miraculous event, a mar=
ble ftatue of Scthon, holding a moufe in his right-
hand, was erected in the temple of Vulcan; with
thefe words, on a label, proceeding from his mouth :

—< Let every one that beholds me, learn to be pi-
ous *** 1”7

AFTER the reign of Sethon, Zgypt experienced a
fhock of anarchy, which was followed by a kind of
ariftocratical interregnum ; the government of the
kingdom being divided among twelve chiefs, feemingly
the heads of the military order; each of whom pre-
fided over his particular diftrict, and among whom a
community of interefts was eftablifhed *?*, Thefe
twelve kings, or governors, ruled for a time with great
harmony 27¢; and ereéted, at their common eXpence,
the famous ZEgyptian LABYRINTH *7, which Hero- -
dotus efteemed the moft fuperb monument of archi-
teCture.

“ Although I confefs,” fays he, * that the temples

4 of Ephefus and Samos merit particular attention,

¥ this is evidently a work of greater labour and gx=

% pence.  'The Agyptian pyramids are beyond expref~

“ fion magnificent, and fingly equal in magnitude to

“ many of the largeft ftructures in Greece ; yet is the
.

271. Id.ibid. The focred records, however, give a very different

account of the lefs which the army of Sennacherib fuffered in its re«
turn from /Egypt (2 Kings, d:q: mmv)qlmw
have occafion to relate,

472. Herodotus lib. . cap. cxli. 373. 1d. Lib, ii. cap, exlvii.
Diad. Sicul. lib. i. p. 50. 274 1d. ibid. 275 Hero-
dotus, lib. i, cap. calvidi,

‘ |  “labye
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* labyrinth more worthy of admiration than the pyra<-
“mids *7.” It contained twelve fpacious halls, my-
fterioufly commmunicating with each other, and with
fifteen hundred apartments of various dimenfions, all
encompafled by one wall, and clofely roofed with

ftone 277,
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Berow ground were an equal number of apart-
ments*”" 5 but, thofe being appropriated to facred
ufes, travellers were not permitted to fee them ™}
thercfore, we have no defcription of them. The
roofs and walls of the apartments above ground, were
encrufted with white marble, and adomed with fie
gures in fculpture. The halls were {urrounded with-
in with pillars of the fame marble, finely polifhed **
And at the angle, where the labyrindh ended, was
erected a pyramid two hundred and forty-feet high 3
on which were fculptured coloffeal figures of animals,
and into which there was a {ubterrancous paffage **.

Tre ZLgyptian labyrinth ftood near Crocodeilon, or
the City of Crocodiles, afterward known by the name
of Arfinoe; which was fituated on the weftern fide of the
Nile, a little above the lake Meeris, in Libya ***, Bat
that harmony among the twelve chiefs, which gave

, birth to fo wonderful a ftruture, was not permanent,

/ motwithftanding this ftupendous memorial of it. The
#  profperity of Plammitichus, whofe jurifdiction lay on
the fea-coaft, excited the jealoufy of his colleagues **

276. 1d. ibid.

377. Heredot, ubi fup. This building is alfo defcribed by Dioded
rus and Strabo; but I have confined myfelf to the defeription of the
venerable father of hiftory, who faw it in its more pegfect flate ; and
wha, as it afforded him great caufe of admiration and wonder, fecms
to have examined it with peeuliar actention.

278, 1d. ibid. 299. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. exlviii.
380, Id. ibid. 281. Herodotus, ubi fup. o
ibid, et Diod." Sicul. lib, i. p. 0. 283, Diod, Sicul. ubi fup-



.?ali'!l '!ﬁyexblu&:&hml’mm any fliate in the general go-
- ‘vernment of the kingdom, and confined him to his

5 owh diftrit ** ; yet he, by the help of foreign troops,
i made himfelf maﬁer of all Zgypt**; and gave to
[ < the Agyptian- name a luftre which it had not known
E fince the days of Sefoftris.

i

Ant. Ch. THE particulars of this revolution, which opened

| parhonar, 3 Teady intercourfe between Aigypt and Greece, I

| &Enai-  fhall afterward have occafion to relate **°. At pre-
fent, I muft offer to your lordfhip an account

» L]
‘ Of the GovER¥MENT, LAws, RELIGION, LEARN-
| ING, MANNERs, and ARTS of the ANCIENT
HLGYPTIANS,

THE ZAgyptian government was monarchical, and
I the king was revered as a God ; but his authority was
fn'bordmatc to thc laws ¥7. By the laws he was ob-

| liged
> _ 284, 1d. ibid. et Herodot. lib. ii. cap. cli. 285. Herodotus,
fib. . cap. ¢lii. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 6o,
' a86. It was accomplifhed {ix hundred and feventy years before the
Chriftian ®ra, and in the feventy-feventh year of the Nabonaffarcan
| 3 =ra. The date is thusafcertained. Diodorus Siculus informsus, (lib. i
| p. 62. edit. Rhodoman.) that Cambyfes, king of Perfia, conquered
A gypt in the third year of the fisty-third Olympiad, when
mides of Camarina was victor In the ftadion ; and Herodotus gives m'\
a regular {uccellion of Egyprian kings, the years of whofe reigns he
has diftinétly marked, from the elevation of Pfammirichus to'the
Perfian conqueft. (Herodot. lib, ii. cap. clvii,—clxxii. et lib. iii. cap. z.
—xiv.) The fum of the years of the reigns.of thofe kings fix the be-
i . g’smmngnf the reign of Pfammitichus ; which may be called the frue
aYrTIAn Era,
1f Herodotus had marked the years of the reizns of oll the Epyptian
\ &ings, of whom be bas given a regular fuccqfion, from Sefoftris downward,
\ we might have carried the chronology of this ancient kingdom 3
i high as the acceffion of that victorions monarch.  But as the father
of hiftory has not fo done, the FEgyptian chronology before the reign
of Plammitichus is, in a great mealure, conjedural,
287. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 63. “ The jfirfl kings of Egypt," oblerves
Diodarus, (ibid.) “ did wat povern, like other momarchs, according to their
]
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more exaétly than the meaneft fubje& ; certain hours
being fet apart in the night, as well as in the day,
wherein he was enjoined to do fomething prefcribed
by the conftitution***, Hence ftated times were ap-
pointed not only for the difpatch of public bufinefs,
but for the king’s taking the air, bathing, fleeping
with the queen, and almoft every funtion in life **.
The very quality of his food was fixed, and his wme
dealt out by meafure **°,

Tue Agyptian monarchs rofe by break of day, and
read in the morning the difpatches from all quarters,
that they might be enabled to give the neceffary in-
ftructions to their minifters **'; They then wafhed
themfelves, and having put on their robes, with the
enfigns of royalty, they went to the temple, attended
by their courtiers, in order to facrifice to the Deity*°,
The manner of fo doing is fufficiently curious to re-
quire defcription; efpecially as it furnifhes us with an
account of the public worfhip of the ancient Agyp-
tians,

‘WHEN the vitims were brought to the altar, the
high-prieft prayed, with a loud voice, for the health

 omon arbitrary will, without heing fubjeé to cenfure or controul.”—
Here I mult remark, that by thefe fir? bings we are to underfland the
wative monarchs of AEgypt, before the conquelt of that country by the
Perfians; and confequently, thofe of whom I am at prefent fpeaking.

288, Id. ibid. 289, Diod. Sicul. ubi fup.

290. Idem. lib. i. p. 64. It was indeed ftrange,” rémarks Diodo
rus, © that tbe king fbould not be left at liberty in vegard to his daily food ;
“ but it was ftill more extraordinary, that be could not punifb any man ts
® gratify bic busiour or paffion ;" (Bibliath. ubi fup.) aftriking inftance of
the high idea the ancients had of monarchical power !—And, by a
neeellary chain of reafoning, of the tyrannical manner in which it was
grverally tmercifed. Hence, o doubt, the deteftation in which it was

- peld by the Grecks and Romans.
%91, Diod, Sicul. lib.i. p. 63. 393, Tdgm. lih.i.];;.
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1. .ndpmfpemy of the king, recounting his virtuess

his piety towards the gods, hlslcmdneinohwpet)ple,

* his temperance, juftice, magnanimity, and good faith ;
his lenity in punifhing offenders, and his liberality in
rewarding merit **°. He next denounced a curfe up-
on fuch crimes and mifcarriages as the monarch
might have ignorantly committed ; charging the guilt
and blame upon his minifters and counfellors *#4,
After the king had examined the intrails of the victims,
and offered the facrifice of atonement, a prieft or fcribe
read, out of the Sacred Books, the edifts, laws, and
meritorious actions of thofe ZEgyptian monarchs, who
had reigned moft illuftrioufly in their feveral ages,
that the prince upon the throne might profit by their
example, adhere to their maxims of government, and
refpedt the principles of the conftitution *%°,

Tue Hgyptian monarchy was divided into thirty-
fix Nom: or provinces, each of which had its proper

vernor ; who levied the royal revenue, and was in-
vefted with the adminiftration of public affairs within
his diftri **°.  Ten of thele provinces lay in Higher
Hgypt, fixteen in Middle Egypt, and ten in Lower
E g’}'Pt :.9?.

"Brsroe this political divifion, the territorial pro-
perty of all the lands of Egypt was divided into three

, 293, 1d. ibid, 294, Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 64.

295. 1d. ibid. This1 conceive to be the fenfe, though not the lis
teral meaning of the words of Dioderus.

2g6. Diod. Sicul, lib. i. p. 50.

297, Strabo, Geog. lib. xvii, p. 787. To make us fenfible thefe di-
wifions were not made by the Perfian emperors, or Macedonian mo=
narchs, the fame geographer obferves, that the Hgyptian monarchy

thus divided from the beginmings (id. ibid.) that is to fay, from
moft ancient times of which he had any information. And it
feems highly probable, that Egypt was divided into provinces by
Menes, its firft king 5 but the divifion here mentioned, into thirty jurifs
dictions, Diodorus afficss was made by Sefoftris. Bibliwh. lib. i .p. 50

por=
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portions the firfk being to the

prieithood, for. LETTER:

their maintenance and the furnithing of public facti- gl

fices s the fecond to the king for the fupport of his
houthold, the exigences of war, and the expence of
the civil eftablifhment ; the third to the national mi-
litia or foldiery, inftead of pay**. The king, and
the members of tholc two bodies, let their lands to
the hufbandmen, at a fixed rent**°; fo that no fub=
je&k in Egypt, unlefs fuch as belonged to the ecele-
fiaitical or military order, had any property in land.
And as power naturally follows property, the bad ef-
fecls of fuch arrangement may be eafily conceived.

398. Diod. Sicul. lib. L. p. 66, 67. The reafons offered hy Dindos
rus, why fo large a portion of land was afligned to the foldiecy, are
very fatisfa@ory. “ Attached to their country, fays he, “ by that
& plentiful fhare, they more chearfully undergo the hazards of war.
® For it would have been abfurd to have intrufted the fafety and pre-
« fervation of the kingdom, to men who had nothing in their coun=
 try that was dear or valuable to them. And a weightier reafon,™
adds he, « why fo large a fhare was allotted to-them, is this ; that
“ they might be induced to marry, and rear children; fo that
¢ there might be no need of foreign traops.” (Biblioth, lib. i p. 67.)
Tihis fafk argument bas peculiar force, as applied to the kingdom of
Fgypt, where all profeflions were hereditary ; and where confe-
quently, the army could only be recruited with the fons of foldierss
But that thofe would be more brave and expert than volunteers,
or fuch as from natoral inclination chofe a military life, can by no
means be admitted. The fon of the moft valiant warrior, unallured
by his father's exploits, may have no turn for war : his genius may
incline him to the offices of civil government; but from thele he
was excluded in Bgypt. He may be fitter to attend a flock of fheep,
or 2 herd of cattle, than to command a battalion, or to lead an army
to battle. But the Egyptians thought differently. Diodorus hasat- =
tempted to vindicate their policy; not only in this inftance, but in |
their whole fcheme of hereditary profeflions ; as contributing at once |
to public quiet, and to the advancement of profeffienal excellence. 1
Apnd modern writers have generally fubferihed to his opinion,

299. Diod. Sicul. Iib. i. p. 67. They muft slfo have let their lands ]
to the graziers, or feeders of fheep and gther cattie, as thefe formed '
# diftin@ clafs in JEgypt, and had no lagd-property. |

|
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= the members of thefe two orders only had any fhare
in the government ; the members of every other or- :
der being confined to their proper calling, and prohi-
bited from interfering in public affairs*%, This we
miay confider asan ufurpation of the twa higher orders
in league with the crown; for we are told there was a
time, when the whole body of the Agyptians voted at
the election of a king '3 in cafe of an interregnum,
or where the lineal fucceffor was judged unworthy of
fwaying the fceptrey and that, in fuch election, they
paid no regard to rank%. But from the ®ra of this
new ftate of property and policy, the eleétion, on
thefe occafions, muft hive been made by the ecclefiafs
tical and military orders exclufively.

From one or other of thefe two orders, the king
could only be elected 5 and as the power of the priefts
hood or foldiery predominated, the prince appears to
have been cither a bigot or a warrior **%,  The Zgyp=

300. Td. ibid. Struck with the tarbulence of ancient republics,
and the corruption into which democratic government was fallen,
Diodorus appluuds the Fgyptian policy in confining every citizen to
his particular profeflion, and prohibiting the people from intermeds
ling in public affairs (ibid.) But the citizens of Great Britain have
200 high a fenfe of their own dignity, to be enflaved by fuch maxims
and I thould be nnworthy of the charader of a Britith citizen, te
inculeate them.

301, Diod, Sicul. lib. i. p. 41, 302. 1d. 1lnd.

403. When this martial fpirit was not exested in foreign r.nber-
prife, it fomctimes became the inflrument of domeftic tyrannys
(Herodat, lib. §i. cap, cxxiv —exxx ) notwithftanding the barriers of
the A gyptian conftitution, vs'h.lch werc thofe of limited monarchy.

| For no checks upon prerogative, unlefs impofed by the colle&@ive body

of a nation, will ever be found effe@ual. Nor can the guardianfhip
public privileges and immunities ever be placed in worfe hands than
thofe of priefts and foldiers. Warprd by the pﬂ:jud.lm of their par-
ticulir profellions, whatever fhare they may have in the territovial |
property, or in the government of the kingdom, the, chara@eriftic *
fentures of each will ftll be prominent, Experience Igspwmd this
in all ages, and io el countrics.
tian




dominion of thepﬁnﬁhnod”‘;hmthcmw:: :
like, and fuperftitious character of the nation?*,
Nor could it be otherwife ; for the ecclefiaftical order.
feems to have filled all civil offices in ZEgypt’®y
from the minifters of ftate, down to the colleGors of
the public revenue **%, That civil authority, with the
pofieffion of one third of the lands of the kingdom,
exempt from taxes ***, muft have given the priefthood
great influence, independent of the awe infpired by
their facred funétion, and their privilege of interpreting
the will of the Gods. But this fubjeét I fhall have
farther occafion to confider, in treating of the ZEgyp-
tian religion.

JusTicE was regularly adminiftered in ZEgypt, by
a prefident and thirty judges, whofe falaries were paid
by the king ***.  No advocates were allowed to plead

304. An cffort to throw off this ecclefiaftical dominion, feems to
have driven Cheops to fhut up the ZEgyptian temples; (Herodot.
Jib. ii. cap. caxiv.) and a defire of bending the body of his people
to royal authority, and civil obedience, without the aid of fuperiti-
tion, might perhaps induce him to impofe vpon them thofe talks,
which have been repre as fo grievous. (Id. ibid. et Diod. Sicul.
lib. i, p. 58.) I fay reprefented; for the account of thofe oppreflions,
and the whole hiftory of Agypt, was delivered to Herodotus and
Diodorus by the pricfts; who would naturally delineate, in the dark=
alt colours, every defe@ in the charaéter of the princes that were
fnimical to their order.

305, That this was the general chara&er of the FEgyptians is fuffi-
ciently attefted by fafle, both in the early and later periods of their
monarchy. Their military men were never able to repel any invader ;
and the conquefts they are faid to have made were tranfitory,

“306. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p.66. Strabo, kb xvil. p. 787 JElian,
Var. Hifl. lib. xiv. cap. xxxiv.

-307. Clem. Alexand. Strom. lib. vi.

‘308, The lands of the foldiery, we are are told, were alfo esempts
d from taxes (Herodot. Lib. ii. cap. clxviil.) ; fo that the whole weight
of the land<tax, in Agypt, muit have fallen upon the hufbandmen
and grasicra, L. 309, Diod. Sicul, lib. i. p. 68.

before
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in fupport of their own caufe, that eloquence or fym-
pathy might not bias the judgment of the court **°.
The whole procefs was carried on in writing ' ; and,
in order to prevent the protralting of fuits, an anfwer
on the part of the defendant, and one reply only was
indulged on each fide**. The judges confulted toge-
ther, after both parties had been heard, before they
proceeded to judgment ; and the prefident turned an
emblematical piture of TruTH, which he wore up-
on his breaft, toward the party in whofe favout the
decifion was given *'%,

Tue {pirit of the laws of ZEgypt was worthy of
that folemnity with which they were adminiftered.
Refpe&ting the natural Tiberty of man, they allowed
a creditor to feize the property, but not the perfon of
a debtor*'4, In order, however, to temper the mild-
nefs of this law, every Agyptian was commanded to
give in annually, to the governor of the province in
which he refided, an atteftation of his name, profef-"
fion, and the means of his fubfiftence ; and whoever

310. 1dem, p. 69. “3tr. )d. ibid, 313, Diod. Sicul.

313 . 'hid This picture, encircled with precious flones, was
fulpended by a gold chain, that hung round the prefident's neck. (Id.
p 68) The image of Touth was reprefented with clofed per (Diod,
Sicul. lib. i. p. 45.) 3 thereby fignifying, that judges, in the difcharge
of their office, ought impartially to weigh the merits of the caufe be-
fore them 5 blind to every circumftance !mun&,ulr:myd;p&
but juftice.

314. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 7. “Whatever doubts may be fated, in
regard to the policy of this law, its humanity cannot be called in
~queltion,  The humane fpirit of the ZEgyptian laws is alfo confpicu- -
ous in gnother inflance, which has ferved a8 an example to all civi-
lized nations : women convited of capital crimes were not permitred
%0 be excouted, until they had been delivered. Diod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 70.

forged




forged fuch certificate, or conld not

that he lived by an honeft calling, was punifhed with
death %, The punifhment of death was alfo decreed
againft perjury ; which the Zgyptians confidered as a
moft atrocious crime, 4s injurious at once to the Gods
and to men; to the Gods, for impioufly bringing their
divinity into queftion ; and to men, by deftroying the
ftrongeft bands of human fociety, veracity and good
faith*'°, On a fimilar principle, falfe acéufers were
condemned to fuffer the punifhment that would have
been infliCted on the perfons againft whom the accu-~
fation was brought, if they had been convicted 7,

EC =
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ApuLTERY was feverely punifhed in gypt:

with a thoufand ftripes in the man; and in the wo-~ .

man, with the lofs of her nofe ***; They who re:
vealed to a public enemy, the fecrets of the ftate; had
their tongues cut out; and thofe that counterfeited
the current coin of the realm, the king’s feal, the fig-
natures of private perfons, or forged decds, with fuch
as diminifhed the weight of money, were condemned
to lofe both their hands **°.  'Wilful homicide was pu~

a1s. Id. p. 69, 79 316. Diod, Sicul. lib. i. p. fig.

317 1d ibid.

318. Diod. Sieul lib. i, p. 72. If this, and fome othér Egyptiast
lasws, fhould be thought cruel, they were at leaft caleulated to obtain
the great end of all penal laws, the prevenfion of crimes. For as
Diodorug well obferves (ubi fupra), on the prefent cafe, « it was fit
* that the adulerefs, who attired herfelf in order to allure men to wan#
* tonnefs, thould be panifhed in fhat part where her charms chiefly
* lay.” Nor will the influence of {uch piinifhment upon mazners be
difputed by the moft devoted admirer of beasty ; nor by the licen=
tious libertine, who prides hinufel in difturbing the peace of fami-’
lies; and who, for the fake of his lawlcfs pleafures, would perhaps
hazard a thotfand Fafhey at the cart’s tail.

319. 14.ibid, ™ That every one might be puniflicd,” fays Diodo-
rus, (whi fup.) #in thofe members with which he had offended.’”
Upon the fame principle, he that was convified of having committed’
a rape upon a free woman, bad his privy parts cut ot 14, ibid.
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4. pifhed with death, whether the perfon kilied happened

to have been in a ftate of freedom or of flavery *°.

From this ftatute it appears, that as no man i
Zgypt, however clevated in his condition, had the
power of vengeance in his own hands, fo none was
below the protection of the laws **'.  The prince and
the peafant were equally amenable to juftice; the mi-
nifter of flate, and his moft abje&t bond-fervant.
And what is yet more memorable and praife-worthy
(as it muft have proved-a ftrong incentive to virtue, as
well as a reftraint upon vice), neither the fovereign,
nor his meaneft fubjeét, could enjoy a reputation after
death, that had not been juitly merited while in life.
For the operation of the laws of /Egpyt was not con-
fined to the period of exiftenee.

To be deprived of funeral hoviours, fo highly va=

. Jued by all ancient nations, the Zgyptians confidered

‘as the greateft- pollible difgrace; yet could none of
them expe to enjoy thofe honours, unlefs by a public
and folemn decree ***. This decree was pronounced

. by a court of inqueft; confifting of forty judges, of

high reputation for probity; who liftened to all accu~

. fations againft the perfon deceafed, and denied him

public burial, if it appeared that he had been a bad
member of fociety ***. But if no ftain was fixed up-
on his memory, his relations were permitted to bury

320, Died. Sicul, lib. i. p. 70 '
3ar. Of this we have an carly and firiking inftance, in the advens
venture of Jofeph with Potiphar's wife. {Gen, chap. xxxix, ver, 7—20.)
Potiphar, one of the great officers of the court of Fgypt, though
convinced that Jofeph, his bought flave, had made an attempt upon his

- wilc's virtue, at which « his wrath was kindled,” did not offer vio-

lence to his perfon; but fent him to prifon, that he might be punifiicd
according to law, 1d. ibid. .
322. Diod. Sicul. lib. i, p. 8a. 323. Id: Lib, i p. 83.. .

B, . - him



him with as muchfunen! pompalﬁq‘ﬂ:oughpm-
pcr 324,

Nor were the /Egyptian monarchs, as already ob«

ferved, exempted from that awful jury. On the day 4
appointed for the royal funeral, a court of inqueft, .
according to law, was held. There all complaints -
and accufations againft the deceafed monarch were J

|

324. M. ibid. Diodorus tells us, on the authority of the Zgyp-
tians, that from this cultom of giving fentence upon the adtions of the
dead, and the ceremonies with which the Agyptian funerals were ac- |
compavied, the Greeks borrowed their do@iine of a future Rate of A
rewards and punithments. (Diblioth, lib. i p. 82—84.) And all mo- |
dern writers have confidered his report as infallible evidence, Botif |
we refledt, that the belicf of the immortality of the foul was univers |
fal in the Heathen world, as it is at this day among favage mﬁanaf
we fhall find no reafon for fubferibing to fuch an opinion.  The helie
of a future ftate is neceflarily involved in that of the immortality of
the foul; and as foon as fosicty was eftablifhed, moral diftinétions
formed, and civil and criminal laws inftituted, the notion of rewards
and punifhiments, in an after-ftate, would naturally become, as we
find it, part of the popular creed in every country.

They who queflion what 1 have affirmed, that the belief of the im-
mortality of the foul, and of a future flate, is now held by the moft
favage nations, may confult Hiff. Gen. des Foyagesy, pallia § hut efpes
cially tom. xv, init. Robertfon’s Hifl. of America, bookiv. Hutchin- ‘
fon's Hifi. of Maffacbulet's Bay, chap. vi. and the authors there cited.
That it was univerfally taught among ancient nations,and confequents
Iy believed by the body of the people, 1 fhall afterwards have occafion
to prove. 1 fhall, therefore, only here remark, that Diedorus,
feemingly difrufted with the popular creed of Greece, and defirous to
give 2 mortal origin to all the Heathen gods upon the plan of Euhe-
merus, takes every opportunity of afligning a frivolous origin to reli=
gious opinions.

In apology for this otherwife judicious hiftorian it may be urged,
and with great jultice, that he lived nesr the beginning of the Chrif-
tian @ra, when Heather worlhip was greatly corrupted j—to fuch a
degree, that Divine Wifdom then faw fit to promulgate 2 New Re-
mnaaﬁMWﬁ&ewgrmMMﬁud
l’ﬁ*ﬁ#fﬂ“ udpmﬁ-wd: mmnrh!bﬁlﬁ'ﬂi and
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