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.A D V E R 'l' I S E ME NT. 

THE favourable reception which the 
Hiftoryof Modern Europe has met with. 
and the public willi exprefTed through the 
Author's friends, encouraged him to under
take the Hiftory of Ancient Europi on a 
fimilar plan. In the compofition of this 
work, he has been peculiarly ftudi,ous to 
found his facts on otiginal ~uthorities; and 
to clear his narration from unimportant 
events. By compre'lendi.ng the Revolu
tions in Afia and Africa, it becomes, in 

• •• 
{offie ntea (ure , a concife HiO:ory of th~ 
WORLD, from the moft early ages. 

For tl.lc[e two intr~duCiory volumes, 
which contain the eftabliihment of relj .... 
gion and govern·Illent in ali the/oree divi

}ions of the· ancient Glob",aQd carry down 
the Biliory of Greece to the beginnin~ of 
the P~LOPON~ESIAN WAR, the Author 

muil: 



viii ADVERTIS·EMENT. 

mufl be£; the indulgence of the learned. 
A.nd be doubts not to obtain it, from thofe 
he --has muil: to fear-the truly learned. 
'Fhey will ice the difficulty of accurately 
inveftig.lting [0 many intr.tcate fubje8:s; 
anu of combining, within a moderate com

pars, fo much hifiotical matter. 

'!'HE 



fIE, 

THE 

HISTORY 

o F 

ANCIENT EUROPE. 

PART 1. 

From the FOUNDATION of the G,RlE.CIAN 

STATES, to the DESTRUCTION of CARTHAGE, 

and the final CONQ...U EST of GREECE by the 
ROMANS. 

LET T E R I. 

r N T ROD U C T ION. 

Containing a Piew of the natural Progtefs of Ha 
man Society, with a Sketch 'i the early Part "of 
the Hifiory of the ASSYRJANS, lEGYPTIANS, 

PHOENICIANS, and HEBRE~S. 

I Embrace, my LtJrd, the moll: early opportunity 
of fulfilling.tOOt pI!afing comrvand, which you im

)?ofed upon me at your departure from ~ngland;-" to 
• n recal to your mind occaGonally, by Letters, the more 

" important C'!Ients in the Hiflory if Ancient Nations; 
VOL. I. B" bue 

LETTER. 
J. 



t THE HIS <iT O""'R T" 0 11" 

" but efpecially of fucl! nations as Formerly inhabited 
" this fcaion of the Globe." Thofe events will acquire 
new i.ntereft, while you travd through the countries 
in whiL-h-many of them happened, anl comp,u'c their 
Ancient with their Modern £late. And the Remains of 
Ancient Statuary and Architetlure, in (onjuntrion with 
your knowledge of the Ancient Clailics, will illuftrate 
the Hiftoryof Ancient Art", and .lIfo of Ancient Man
ners. 

UNLESS we have recomfe to that Divine Reve
lation communicated to the Hebrews, emphatically 
ftyled the People qf God, we ihall for ever remain 
ignorant of the creation of the world, and of the 
primitive, {tate of man; fubjeCls which, among all 
other nativIls, are loft in the Chaos of Fable. Yet 11ave 
we, fetting aude Reverence for fuehRevc1.ttion, <: ftrong 
defire to trace as high.1<; Hi£lOlical Recordq reaeI:, or as 
Heathcn tradition fUll1 i fhcs a chain of probable faas, 
the Rude Story of the Human Race. To gratify, with
out abuling, this Curiofity, is the bufinefs of the Hi
ftorian. 

ONE clrcumf1:ance' ftrongly flrikes the inqu,ilitive <,nd 
difccrning mind, in entering on the Riflory of Ancient 
Europe. \Ve find all its v,nious nations and tribes,) 
bufore the introduCtion of foreign improvements, in a: 
fimil,lT fbte of BarMfifm I. The Courte of Civilization 
f\oems, thncforc, (0 pd.nt out to m the lil.e we ought 
to purfue, in ftudying their Hitlor)". 

1. The Greeks hear teftimony to thoil own barbarity, and alfo to 
that of the Romans; (fec,HerouoLu" rl'tueydlt'es",Polybius, Diodorus 
SlCuius, and Dionyfiu~ Haheat nairLlI{i" pJ/llm.) And the Romans, 

\Vhll~ they own their obhgatiollS to Gre~ce, atteLl: the barbarity of 
all the other European natIOns, when they lirft became acquainted 
with thent, in the (ourfe of thdr coll'lueih. &e Tit. Livy, C.a:far. 
and T .. dtus, pallim. 

5 LET 



A .N·C lEN' T" E U R <:> l' !. 
LET antiquarians bewilder themfelves in attempt

lug to difcover the origin of the firft European nations: 
for our purpof:: it will be fufficient, having found 
them barbarous, to follow them in their 'p'rogrefs 
toward civility, military prowefs, and political power; 
and to lllveftigate the {.aufcs \\ hich retarded or 'lccele
rated that progrc[s, together WIth thofe that afterward 
produced a relaxatlon of m,mners, a decline of the 
mdrtl,ll fplrit, and the downfal of empIre. 

IN making this grand hifl:orieal tour, which will 
bring withm our view the growth and decay of the 
\\ ifeft and bravcft nations that ever appearccl upon the 
face of the earth, we {hall have occafion to contcm
plete MAN in all the different conditions of his 

• 
b.::ing, and under every form of government. Con fe-
quently we {hall be enabled to collect, in ourrange, all 

the inftruClion that hiftory (wInch has been defined 

phzl%phy tcac/Jing by cl(amples) can furnifh '.for t1.e 
<.ondud of human affairs. 

WITH Greece, whence fciooce anri civility were 
conveyed, through various channels, over the weficrn 

• •• WC9'rld, ~ are naturally led to begin our furvey. It 
will, however, be nceeif"ry, my Lord, for the better 
underflanding of the Grecian hdl:ory, and the whole 
run of Europe'an tranfactions, at t~e fame time that it is 
truly hberal, to take an introduCtory view of the moIl: 

, /l. • anuent nate of the nations to WhOlft the GreeI.b were 

indebted for their knowledge of Arts and of Letters. 

For Riflory may b~ compared to a river: we mull: 
afcend to the f~Utltain~ to be ablq.diftinttly to trace it& 
courfe. 

INDEPENDli.NT of .:he teftimony of the Jact-ed hooks, 
all things contpire to prove.tlut the human race muft 
~had a beginning; nor.has fcepticifm dared to 

B:l. deny, 
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aeny, That the earth, during eally ages, was hut thinly 
peopled, and imperfettly cultivated. And ancient 
hiftori~ns, with one accord, inform us, That the inha.
bitants of Alia, and thofe of the contiguous part of 
Africa, were more early civilized and enlightened 
than the European nations, 

BEFORE the date of any remaining records, before 
the ~Eth of Mofes, the illuftrious Hebrew legiflator, 
and the Father of Sacred Hiftory, population, policy, 
and arts, had made c.onfiderablt: progrefs among the 
Affyriam, lEgyptians, and Pha;ni<.ians 1. But whe~ 
ther this [0 early population, and con[equent civility, 
\'\-ele the natural effeCts of climates more favoured 
than any in EUlore, and greater fertility of foil, or of 
the more ~arly plant ng of the human race in the heart 
of A fia, is a qucftion not yet [ettled among divines and 
philofophers; and which IS, on each fide, attended 
with mapy difli<.ultJcs. 

IF we receive, in C a ltteral fenr, , the MOf.1ic hi
nory of the creatIOn, of the antediluvian world, and 
the dlfperfion of mankmd, aftcr the flood, at Babel, or 
Babylon, we thall find little difficulty in affigning a .... , 
rea[on, why the banK~ of the Euphrates a!;'d Tig:is 
were crowned with great cities, crowded with inha
bitants, 1killed in all the u[eful and ingenious arts, 
before a Lingle city was erected on the banks of 
the Danube or the R'Line. Yet thall we ftill be at a 
10[s how to accoUltt for fbe no lefs early population and 
imrrovement of lEgypt, India, and China; for the 
two latter countnes were very difbnt from the [cene 
of difperfion, and the former [epaliatedJr<;>m it by almoft 
impaffabie de[e~ts. 

:l,. This appears evident from many paffAges in the writing~ of M ... 
fiJ, ami aleo in the hooks of 'Jofolltl, 'Judg .. and KIng'. And fin1.11ar 
tefrimon), II borne by ncrodot\l$,the Father of CivliHiftory,hb. i.li. 

"Oil .. 
BUT 



ANct£NT EUROPE. 

BUT if, with a liberal antiquarian, we confider that 
myfterious narrative of the Hebrew legiflator, as a m.;
thlcal and flo!it/ca! apo!ogu~, tompofed for the tntroduc

tion and (upport of the Jcwi/h theocracy'; or if,.collform
able to the opinion of many learned writers, wefuppofe 
that, in cO'1feqnence of the confufion of tongues and 
the difperfion of mankind, the great body of the hu
!Illn fpccies degenerated, during their emigratiol1, into 
a ftate of favage barbarity; and, in that ftate, fpread 
themfdves widely 0.\'\1 the f.lce of the earth, the caufes 
of fuch population and improvement may be deduced in 
a fatisfaClory manner. For tilis purpofe we muft 
carry our inquiries to what has been called; the State of 
Nature. 

~r fl It((J([tr have been the defcriptiomr of ~s and 
hlflorians, and the opinions of plulofophers, both an
cient and modern, concerning the nalta at cond.tlon of 
MAN; or that rude ftate in which he is fuppof~d to have 

3. ~~ a 'Treattft on the SrunY of A~TlcttTITl r', as t~. C"MMV'I'
TART t. HI5TORICAL LEAarlJ'G, by T. Pownall, eCq S~veral of 
the Chn!iIan Fathers were partly of Me l'c",.,ull's or1PlOn, and the 
!.lte learned and eelebrat~d Dr. T. llurnet IS very eJ.pltCit 01' the fub-
3c~. "I have aVOided," f.l} S be, "to .mentlOn Mor .... s C~rmopo a; 
"berallf",~ dllnk, it II d~hvcred by hlDl rather as a fa'Wgl'Vt!~ than a 
.' phd%phn," &.c. • 

.. AIQ10ft all the CLry'l,an ",Ierl'rrlers," adds Dr Burnet, " agree with 
" us, that the Mohle '[ D"" Bo/,u IS the fame thmg as the etaos ui the 
U anClcnts; that the Jark"efi defcnbed b, l\-Iofes IS their T'lI/GrIlS, and 
" Erehus, and NIght; that hiS I",u~a'''fI if tb. ~Plrtt, or E/(alb Of Gad, IS 

.. collufive WIth the hllth or Phan", Fros, or ~.""." (BLmet's 'rbmy of 
th. Earth, ·firft cdlt) "So fdr," obfcrves he, " Mofes and the old 
Ie phllofophers agree, belt htre he breaks off hiS phllofophre jlt<1;~, and 
" take~ up a hUlIILIII or a th~ol.g,,"!.ftr. n; m v.lueh he hasfra",,J a po
"pular "l..tzon of the rtl' of things, IU .. he manner we all know." 
(1d Ibid) To the f.lml purport Wrlt,·s Mr. W~illon, concerrung the 
Creation of the Celelb.u BodIes. " Mofes mdeed," fays he, '~n,entlonl 
.. the malmg of the Sun, &c. 1D order tl) Q<commodal. hIS .orrall"" to 
" ""I gar aPPTlh"ion; but c1uelly to f_re the '1-,v' from the ~V.rjblP of 
.. ;he Hoji of Heu'I.Jcn." WI;ufton,4f),IG. ojlh • .'rIoja .. CreGI.OII, P 4· 

B~ cxifted 



f 
I".tlllTi. e-ll.Ul:ed before the efl:ahl.ifument of government, the 
~ "....- fr~ming of laws, or the invention of arts. In order 

to induce mankind to fet an higher value upon the be
nefits of .civil fociety, or for the purpofe of debafing 
the human charaCl:er, fome have reprefented the fiat..: of 
nature as a ftate of warfare and wrctchednefs; in which 
force was the only law, and where man was on a level 

with the brutes: while others of a mOTe benevolent 
temper, or enemies to refinement, have. dt>fcribed the 

natural fiate as the happiefi of h.uman conditions; a 
fi:lte, wherein men having few ~'ants, if they had few 
accommodations, and few interfaing interefis, had 

little temptation to violence or fraud, and lived in the 
mofi perfett harmony. Hence the fab1t:s of the golden 
age. The fonner reprefent the fiate of nature as tht.: 
rt.ign of fo~ce) cruelty 1 and mifcry; the latter of i uQicc, 
humanity, and felicity. 

BUT a more perfea acquaintance with rude llat~ons, 

and confequently Widl undifguifed human nature, h::l'> 

proved both thofe reprefentations to be, in a gr.~Jt 

meafure, falfe. For at we s'nd 110 room to believe, 
that there ever was an age, or a country, in which th! 

't • 
human race were not raifed above the lev,'l of tRe 
brute creation, we find none where the pre[ence of one 
human creature was to others a lignal of hofl:ility". 

MAN is a complex 'being. He has found in every 
age, country, and a:;ondftion, the f0urces of. variance 
and dHfenfion, as well as of concert and uT:ion. Na~ 

ture' feems to have fown in his mirYd the feed, of ani
mofity with thofe of( affeaion. • He. embraces with 

l 

04. SeetHiji. Gen. du royarel, paffim. If in [orne ifiands of the [outllem 
ocean all jlrangerl are regardLd ~8 ."""iu, we may fLrioufiy queftion. 
Whether this hoflile an/path) had not its .rizin in the il/furm , ... miltrll 

by funil" ""'_,! 
alacrity 
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alacrity occafu>us of perfonal oppofition, and he flies 
with ardour to the relief of a fellow-creature in diftrefs; 
without any motive but tIle impulfe of the heart, or 
any comm.md but that of fympathetic feeling • . . 

THE {bouts of joy are to Man yet more attraaive 
than the {brieks of woe. Prompted by a taft.! for 
fOliety to mingle with the herd of his fpecles, he longs 
to {bare their happinef~, to become acquainted with 
their fcntiments, and to communicate his own~. He 
delights to aa in c~!1junalOn with them, ib ambitious 
of diftin6l:ion under theIr eye, and proud of thLir ap
plObatien'l, Henee emuLltion and competition, the 
two great fourees of illufhious aClions. Man i~ equally 
difpofed to friendOlip and enmity; to return benefits, 
and refent inj 11l ieb; to ret,ull a fcnfe of foloVours con • . 

s. "A jlall 0/ "4ture," fay; the moll f1g~elous of .11 philo(ophprs, 
tc J'i a jll/f oj ()(.u/y to m lit HL l~ by nil/un a r dat altlmal, J.nd 
" although ~ {<life of mlltua! 7U mlr, and mUllla! <11,1, dId not dlNale the 
" nu .!Jily of &IVJJ U!UOII and cobabli.JtJNI, } t t .. would fhllllkmJ herd, awl 117/ 

"togdber." (Arlfiot P.Iit. lIb. Ii. "1' .v) To the f~me dfdl wr tel 
the great g ogrJphcr: " M,tn~' (.!ys hca, " IS b()~ n \vlth thIS m"", 1/1011 

" to affoclatc. It h J."1 uppdtte ('Ollln'on tri the hllnlan fpent. s. H (!'-,trd.kto, 

Geog hh. xvi) I hdYe Iud rccuurf~ to thole ,wtl-"ntlCa, m order to 
o"eltLrow dn "pullon, whIch h," heen pn.pagJt,d ,wt ollliy hy ,ft fol. 
lower; oj '-fob he., but by many oth, r rcfl'ec~Jblc wnters on the foun
d.ltlOn of fOllct} , That men wu ' ottgindlly mdu,cd to un.te in f;",;,~ty 
merely to a"OId the lnJIITlCS to Wlll,h they were expvfce\ [10m eJch other 
in aft.!te of nature (~e' the DI<Ii",I,egatro. if AJu(", book. fdt-u. et 
f,q) \VherLa, the truth is, rhdt me~ a!foctated from inflltlCl:, or 
natllral alf"ShoR; ana Inws were mv'¥'ted, and r, ItglOn 1lIlittUted, to 
hllld them more cldely togtther, to curb t~.r Irregular }Mffiuu., and 
render them more happy in the fJl1JI it"te Hellea the general nllf. 
t.ke, 1I1tn whieh <-ven W<lrbllrton h~s partly f"llen: the dflCl w~ fub
f!ttllted for the tou}e. 

6 1 h.sfentlment'ls mut;ul "The~lfi1 who, In defence of others,'· 
o1.fl rVe. Polyh'\Is, " is f" n to throw hJllll~lf fll\Lmoft tnto cv I') d .. n
... ger, rlnd eVln to fulhin the fury of the hued!: animals, dl:vtr fJII • 
.. to obtain th< lot.ddl expreffions of applauk [lOrn .III pr"fent. ' Polyb. 
Lb. VI E ,ec'l't. 1 • • 

ferred, 
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~MT·I. ferred, when he wants ability tq repay; and a remem .. 
~ brance of wrongs, when he is unable to retaliate 7 : 

whence gratitude and revenge. 

THE feeds of all the virtues as well as vices, and 
whatever is generous in human nature, may be found 
in the heart of the ravage. In his pride of indepen
dency, and his con[ciou[ne[s that no man has a right 
to injure another in his perf on or property; becaufe no 
man is naturally indebted to anot?er for thofe things, 
we difcover the foundation of jujlicc and natural free
dom. And although favage man is commonly more 
fullen in difpofition than the citizen, by rea[on of his 
mode of life, he is no {hanger to the influence of the 
focial principle. He chufes his dwelling in the neigh
bourhood: of other favages, infi:ead of iliunning their 
fight, or lodging in the folitary cave; he goes in com
pany with them in quefl: of food; and when he retums 
from the chace, and has fatisfied his hunger, and that 
of his family, with Iris prey, he joins his companion~ 
in the fong and the danceS. 

As man is poffefred of the focial principle in e,'cry 
ftage of 1\is ~eing, h~ has al[o, at all times, ~Illd inoll 
phlces, been pOfleffed of reafon and imagination, the 

7. cc Man who alone, of all animals, is endowed with the faculty of 
re~fon, cannot," remark~ the fame deep difcerner of humm natUi C, 

.. overlook fuch adions with indlfferellcc." Polyb. ubi fup. 

8. H1I. G.~ d,s IV".", palflm If favage man any wh~re appears 
in a ftate of degr Jd"tlOn, it is in the extreme regiolls of the nortl" or 
toward the fO\lth pole; where the ngour ~f the chm~te <h«k.s tbe 
principle of atlimal hfe in the human fpecies, and with it all the llohler 
springs of adion, the morccEencroui fentimellts, and finer feding" of 
lhe foul. Yet even. ther~, in thofe regions vf doU'kllefs and of froft, 
the foclhl chara&er of man is not utt~rly dell:royed; his illtt:llcdua\ 
faculty, 0, his power of dominion over the brute cre .. t:on. Ib~d. ar.t. 

If.laml. L.aplana. Gmn/.md, Kanz.b.:a}a, T~rra iel Fuego, &c. 

two 
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two grand fourtes of invention. Art is natur'o/ to L~ 
L 

man'. He can find his happinefs and accommodation -,...--.. 
in any condition. But they who have contemplated him 
in every point of view, will be at no lofs to deterniine, 
in what ftate he attaineth the perfeCtion of his cha-
raCter. That ftate which affords the fulleft pxercife to 
his intelleaual faculties, without injury to his corporeal 
powers, muft be found in cultivated fociety; in a COlll-

munity poli1hed but not corrupted, and prelling for-

9. This was the general Il\!\xim of all the ancient philofophers. except 
thofe of the fcCl: of Epicaras; but more efpeciaIIy of the Platonifls. 
And an enlightened modern phllofopher (Lord Sh.lftefbary) who wrote 

as early as the b~ginning of the prdent century, when favage life 

WIIS lefs perfeCl:ly known than at prefent, has admirably refuted and 

ridiculeli the Idea, " That mankInd ever ("!Jcd in aJat., where they wero 

" unacquaillted with the u{e of fpeecb, the more nmJ!ar) artl_ or Jrll"K"' 
" to foclala./Jtlilon." • Without belymg natur.; obferves ht!, • and con
I tradicl1!1g what i. evid~nt from ",,/ural ["jlo,;, faB, and tlu: natural 
, ,"uif. of thmg', it is imp{Jffible to adnm this,j/-Ilalur,d propofitioll. For 

'If PrO'llJdmtt, not CLanf" gave MAN his being, he mull. have been '" 
• it} IIca!ly what we now find h,m. But let us fuppofe hIm to have 
• f'prnng, a. the old poets fugncd, from a h Kbellred .aft; and, at mfr, to 

• have had litt Ie form, and no morc Iif< than the fln}I''''< plaNt; thU, by 
• degrees, the me"""rs of tIm jol/"" Itt olrfh were d'./tlayed, and tho 
• organs of 1"'/- begar: to /llIfu/dlbemfd'll" j tnat here jp"zrg an <ar, there 
"ltped an 'Y'! Behke a 101'/ too came III company I f~r w~t fllperfo
, iii,' Naturc;.may have been charged with, aI Jt}, is ddlicult to deter .. 
, mine!-They drapt'!if. however, .1 ficm" III ttme; and happny hava 
• left things, at lajJ. in a good pojur • • -and, to a wonder~ JrJ as th" 
'jh(JII/d he. _ 

, Th,s i&fure!y the lout} 'llre<. of th. orZrin d human1rn4,' adds he. Bllt 

, granting it to have been fuch as I have defmbed it, and as a cer
e tam philofopher would nee<ls have It, 'yet Wl~ our condufion be the 
, fame. In a wDrd, If gtilleratlon he nalural; if rifftB,olf tp, and the ear. 
, of, ~pnn$l>e natural; it Collow5,' " That/ocz<ty wuft aUo b~ nal""l 
" to ",a"llnd; and that ou' of fmety and community, MA III neva tliII, 

,. nor ever .an fubfift.. 'And can we allet' th,:; foczal part tp MaD, 
I and go no farther: --I. it pofflhle he lhould poJr, and lw< in ftiJ.wjhi, 
f With his pa,t"er and oJ!ipriog, and "'ham fbII wtoIIy /P''''''/fi. and 
f without thofe Aa TS of Joring, 6u,ldmg, and other '''ono",y, 8411#.11lrU 
4fure1y to H_, as to the .B.tWt"', the Ant, or the B .. :-Shafte1burJ'. 
C/Ia,af!ui/'&sl vol.~. Mor.l!liJ, ~ n, fed:. iv. 

waN 



~A1tT r •. tWard in the ~reer otntilitary fame, policy, and arts. 
~..." Hence the (age remaTk of ArifiotIe: "We are tojllJge 

" of Man in his fiate of Ildvancmunt, not in that of 
U tgnorllnce or barbarity; a progrejj in knowledge and 
" civility being natural to him 10." 

SUCH, according to the accounts of the mofl: judi
cious travellers, and the obfervations of the moil: pro
found philofophers, is the natural or rude ftate of man 
in all countries, and fuch his advances toward refine
ment. But thcfe advances are very dilTerent in diffe
rent regions of the c<lrth. 

IN northern countries, where the foil is ruggt'd, the 
climate revere, and the fpomaneous produC'tions of the 
canh, fit for the fupport of human life, few and of 
fmall value, the progrefs of foeiety is fiow. Hunting 
is there long the1fole employment of .MAn, and his 
principal means of fubfill:encc. He feeds upon the 
fldh, and clothes himfdf with the !kins of wild ani~ 
mals 11. 

BUT in fouthem latitudes, where the earth is more 
bountiful, .me foil more fufceptible of culture, ans). the 
ure of animal food lefs neceffary, the ravage flate is of 
{horter continuance. Little inclined, in fuch climates, 
to aC'tive exertions, mankind foon relinquiili the pur. 
{uit of wild heaftr., or ceafe to :confider the chace as 
their chief occu~ati<>n. They early acquire the art of 
taming and rearing the more docile and ufefnl animals, 
:\'I1d of cultivating the mof\: nutritive vegetable produc. 
tions "'. 

IN 
10. Ariftot. Polif.lib. i cap ii. 
I1:'Hiji. Om. tI~s YOYlZgn, paffim. et aua. cit. 
J'1,. r am not ignorant that the paffion for hunting has- been repre. 

pmmted as fo {hong in the human fpedes, that men never betake 
$,/Jemfclvei to the tanung or reCring "f Olni=l" intil the wild breed 
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br proportion as food becomes more plentiful men 
.are enabled to indulge more freely the appetite for 
!ociety. They hve together in larger bodies: To'Wtl8 
and cities are butlt. Pm ate property m land is afcer. 
tained, and placed under the gu:udlanfhip of lawslJ. 
Agrllulture IS profecclItl.d; metab .He (hfl-overed, and 
mines worJ..t:d. Gu lUS is (.aLktl fm th by emulatlun, 
and arts and [dences are mVl nted. The pohtll.al unIOn 
among the members of the fame community, is leu-

ilecomes too {carce to furmlh them '\'11th food, and theIr averfioll 

agamft lahour fo great, that th, y de not apply rhcmfelvLs to agncul
ture, whli, thl y can find ftlft1CJ~nt roan. to p •. diure theIr herds 

and flocks (See Lord K """ s Skrtc!" if tbe H'.fio,y of Man, hook i. 
paffim) But thiS r, aionwg, founded on the prachc<- of the North 
American ravage. dnd Afiatil Tartdr., though plaufible III theory, 
is contradIcted hy facl., ,md, thertforc, c lIlnot be of ull1\'\:rfal ~ppli. 
catIOn, hrcaufe unfupportLd hy general obfervatlOn or 'experl nee, 
in the hlfiory of ancient or modu n n tlO"', mhahltmg the milder clt
matls 01 the ~arth Such of the anCIent Sq tludn tribes, ah had fC12'ed 
upon fertile dlitnct., cultivated the gloulld, and [,vcr4l of thetu 
had at tamed, l-y thell n1< inS, to a confidtubk degree of CIVility, 
wh;k th, fe tnb,s, Ids fortllnatdy fitUlt,d, \\, rc utterly rude and har

barous (H'lOdot llh. I" P dIim) The [unt ohf rvatlon may be ex
tended to fome North Amencan tllbc', 01' the bank. of the OllIO, 

MlllIllipPt, &.c. and to evet y people lllh.bltlOg fu,h ctHlm9. ovor the 
face of the globe See Ji l' Grn de; 1 ) a" , p tllim 

J 1·1 hu. m'lly be confidcrld as tile ftrl1 grldt flage 10 the progrefs of 

cwll {OCtLty th~ advance from I uttlwg to I" It"", or even from be dw: 

to Tvd, agncu IlIre, fuch :\s IS found "mon\'" p \!\urlllg nation" hllUj; 
comparatlvdy fmall. For whIIt mell paRurt theIr cattle, or cultIvate 
the ground '" .0 IfmrJl, their m<iu!lI y I 11ll!JlId, and the 1'rodu& of 
theIr flocks and fields icanty. P,,(on ,I. Pi tr Iy 10 Land, and the 
plOfpe& of reaplllg rMluJ vc'y the fll :" of 1m ~bour, can .tlon~ blVC 
a&tvlty .Inu vrfc,,"elancc to the lahoUl> of the hulbandman, or f Itl
llty to the earth. Hence t:h/! ~ttcntlOn of anCient legUlators to the pre
ferV"atlOn of lund marks, ~nd the veng-edl -e, both human and diVine, that 
was denounced ag_Infr fuch as fhoulri rem 'Ii them They confldercd 
the dlV'.fion 0 la is wlll'l ,we blr'p tOJlIrI frttlcn r, ,sthrpalrnlof ,I / 

orJ" , In mal,"g c~ch nW., ll'e burrdlan of hlb own polidIio1l!.,.md the 
mugJftr~te the guardIan of aI', by the 't;ul,llof't whllh It made n.r pry. 
See M,m de fA=! des II~"I,;r,,- tom. I. ~t llutt. 'It. (Edtt. P •• .rJI, 1736,) 

1'- S°, ct Ce'l' 
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clered mo~ clore, by all 3l'prehen60n of danger froIll 
abroad; and the inttrcourfe between them more gene
ral, from a fenfe of mutual conveniency. Hence pa
triOtuOl and internal traffic, the two great fources vf 
aational happinefs and profperity. 

MEN acquire a {hong affeltion for their native cOlIn· 
try, and for their felIow.citizens, foon after the divifion 
of lands; in confequence of their common ftruggies to 
defend their cultivated polfefficns againft the ravages 
of barbarous and hoftil~ nelgMJours. An unlimited 
exchange of commodities, originating in A defire of 
mutual accommodation, takes place between lhe peo .. 
pJe of the fame {tAte; and that exchange quickens 
induftry, gives birth to new artq, and calls forth all 
the ingenuity of man, in order to improve the fdlhion 
or fabric of the <lrticles of barter. A general inftrument 
of exch;tnge, under the name of money) i~ invented: a'ld 
commercial tran[attions being thus rendered more e'tfy 
and expeditious, trade i'\ extended from the mcmbrr~ 
of a particular community to thofe of other fiate;;, 
Nations~ hke individuals, mutually fupply eaeh other'~ 
wants, and the facial fyftem is gradually perfeCted. 

CONFORMABLE to this yiew of the natural progrefs 
of foeiety, we find Affyria and JEgypt, countlie, 
~onnding in fpontaneous produttions proper for the 
food of m<ln, and <fi eafy culture~ more early populous 
anu civilized than an~other regions intimately known 
to the ancient inhabitants of our divifion Q{ the earth. 
India and China, favoured witp hmilar advantages. 
boafi as old an acquaintance with the arts of Divillife. 
4nd the kingdomif of Me"ticQ and Peru, in the new 

world, owed 'their fuper~ority in population and im .. 
provement over the other American diftrilts, at the: 
time of their difcovery, alfo to foil and climate. But 
America perhaps had ntit e.merl!ed fnfm the ocean at 
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the period of which I fpeak. India had little, and 
China no conneaion with the affairs of ancient 
Europe. The cafe was very different with refpcCt to 
Affyria and lEgypt. 

THE Affyrians, who poffeffed the fertile banks of 
the Euphrates and Tigris, and the fat and extenlive 
plain between there two rivers, anciently known by the 
name of Mefopotamia, had many inducements to in
dulge the focial principle, independent of all ideas of 
mutual fafety and rupport. If nature denied them 
the olive, the fig, and the vine, 1he had bountifully be. 
befiowed on them the p'alm-tree··; which includes 
moft of the virtues of thofe choice fruits, belide many 
others peculiar to itfelf H. And to that precious gift 
was added a foft and rich foil· 6

, that rewarHeQ tlJC 

labours of the huiliandman with abundant crops of 
wheat, harley, and other kinds of grain-with the in
credible increafe of twoJ and even of three hundred 
fold '7. 

THe 
14. Herodot. lib. i. cap. <:xciii. Strabo, lib. ui. p. 741, Edit. Lutet. 

Paris, typis Rrgii5, .67.0. Pliny, Hiji Nm.lih. xui. cap. iv. 
IS. Id. ibid. et K",nlpfer, Amlmlat. ExotIC"", fafdcu!' i'T. The inha

bitan¥ of Afi'lria celebrated, in fongs, the three huldred and fiuy 
YlrtUC'tl of the palm-tree. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 747.. 

J6. Straho, lib ni. p. 140. 
17. Hcrodot lib. i. cap. exciii. Thc"l'hl'~IL lir!. Plalftar. lib viii. 

cap. yji. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 74l. For that extraordjllary fertiJrty 
ASryria was partly indebted, in its molt curtivat~d flate, to attlficial 
canals, that conveyed the waters of the liuphroitis into the channel oC 
the Tigri~ ; and which interfe.5ting the plain of Mefopotamia, in variou. 
ciireaions, hy means of crors-cuts, afforded a conil:ant fupply of moif
wre to the fields, during th~ ahfen~e of rain. (Herodot. et Straho, ubi 
(up.) Nor was this the only pUrpOI\ thefe can .. ls fcrved: th~y pre
'rented the lands ttOl1\ being deluged by th! overBowing of the Eu
phrates; which was anDl,~I1y (welled, in the begifming of !Ummel', 

by tile mdtiag of fnowlon the mountains of Armenia. (Straho, bb. 
xvi p. 740.) They fervet! alfo to facilitate commercial intercomfe, 
lOme of them bei.. navi~able. (I<leibid.) The confining of riven 
writhln ~eir banD, and draiwng off fta~atini!' waters, fcem to hive: 

ban 
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tAllT I. 

... r l ' 

THE HI8TO'R:"t OF 

THE inhabitann: of fu("h a country ttluil: have mul
tiplied faft; and, when united under one government, 
they muft foop have become powerful. The Affyrians 
ar~ aecordingly repre[ented by all ancient hiftorians, as 
the ~dl people who exercifed extcnfive dominion 
among men. And t11e cities of Nineve11 and BabyJon~ 
which might be confidered aq their two fiate an
chors, afforded an early difplay of oriental magni ... 
ficene\: 18. 

THE great temple at Babylon, ereCl:ed to Belus, Bel, 
or Baal, the LOI d of Hea"vt'n, in eaftern language, pecu
liarly attraCled J(\miration in old times. It was a fquare 
building, meafuringtwo ftadia 1 9, or about twelve hun
dred feet, on each fide; and out of the middle of it 
rofe a f~lid tower or pyramid, alfo of a fquare figure, 
fix hundred feet high 20, and of an equal width at the 
b<rfe u. On the top of thJt tower was formed ~i fpa-

bL'eR the lirR efforts made by man, for rcnd~ring comfon"Lk hi. ter
rcfiri .. l habItation, 

18. Hcrodot. lih i. cap. rlxxviii - c1x~xiii. Diod. Sicu!. lib. ii. p. 
91-98, CUlt Hanov.." typis Wechchanis, 1604. Str"bo, lib. xvi. p. 
737, 738, edit. fup. cit. The bwlding of the former of thofe citi~. i" 
by Diodorus arhl Strabo, afcribed to Ninus, the liril: Affyrian emr-:ror; 
and that of the lolttLr to his widow, Semiramis. (Diod Sicul. et Strabo, 
ubi fup.) But we hJve the authority of Sacred n;rit to affirm, that 
Ninevch and Babylon were founded in more early times; (Gelt:jil, 
clfap. x. 'cr. 9, 10.) though they probably owed to Ninus and Scmi. 
rami., that ftrength and\randwr which made th.'m the wonder of 
fucceedmg ages. This opinion, fo £011' a. it regards Babylon, is f UP'" 
ported by Herodotus~ (hb. i. cap. clxxxiv.) and countesanccd by an. 
other paffage in the f"me venerable author; (lib. iii. cap.· elv.) where 
we are told, That "ne of the gates of Babylon bore the nam~ of Ninru 

and auother that of Semira",is. And the te.Himony of Scripture is cor. 
roboral.(;d by Berofus, (al'- Jnfeph cont. Apian, lib. i.) who blames the 
Greeks for afc.ribill! the foundation of Babylon to Semiramis, queen of 
Affyria. Babylon, which Ilhall afterward have occafion to deferibe. 
flood on the banks of the Euphrates. Herodot, lib. i. cap. dux. 

19· Herodotus, lib. i. cap. clxl!Xi. llO, Strabo, lib. lIvi. p. 738 • 
• 1. ld. ibiIL et Hcrodot. ubi ~p. 
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CloUS dome 22, which ferved as an obfervatory to the 
ancient Chaldean aftronomers "S. In this dome was a 
table of gold, and a pompous bed, but no ftatue "4. 
The lower part, or body of the temple, which. fur
rounded the tower, was adorned with idcred furniture 
in the fame precious metal; a golden alt.!r and table, 
and a magnificent Hatue of the God, feated Oll a 
throne of folid gold ,$. 

THE defcription of this fuperb temple cannot fail 
to awaken your Lordfhip''l curiofity, to become ac
quainted with the religion and learning of the AlTy
rians of Babylon. And I {hall endeavour to gratify 
it in fome degree; as I may not, perhaps, afterward 
find an opportunity of fo doing; and becaufe the utter, 
deftruaion of Nineveh, the chief city in AlTyria Pr~ : 
per, and the capital of the AlTyrian empire, before it' 
had been vifited by any European traveller, has left US\ 

totally ignorant of the Hate of knowledge among the 
inhabitants of that ancient metrop?lis; which frood on 

u Herodotus, lib. i. cap. clxxxi. ~1. Diod. Sicu1.1ib. ii. p 9g• 
'J.4. Herodot ubi fup. Diodorus places in tlus dome, or ~erial temple, 

three ilatues of prodigious weight and fize. But he c~llld only il't..a 
by rePort; for the great temple at Bahylon, as he himfdf inform. us, 
(ho. ii. p. 98.) had been pillaged by the facnJegious rapacity of the 
Perfl.ln monarch" long before his time. And If we believe Arrian, 
(R"p.dit. AI,,,. lib vii. p. 48G, edit. Amfr. J 668 ) it was ddlroy(d. 
fir utterly diflllantkd, by Xerxes, on hi~ retultn from Gruce; and conCe· 
quently, Hecoootus can hardly be fuppofed to have feen it, a~ he was then 
'fttY young. But the hondl teftimony ~f thi, eriginal hiftorian, who 
may be tt"Ufted in regard to what fell under his own obfervation, and 
wIKn he fpeaks in his own perfon, beyond ahnoft any ancient writer, 
leaves U8 no room to doubt th~t he VIC wed the temple of BeJus before it 
was much defpoikd. He relates diilinetlr "1hat he taw in that temple; 
aftd he alfo meJltwns what he ,val told, by the Chal4ean priefrs, (lib. i. 
cap. clnxiii.) concerning , gigantic ftatue of geld, that flrmerl, frood 
m the 1fJ'U# part of it, and which was (",,:.edby Xerxes, (Ido ibid.) who 
ilewthe prieft that attempted to oppoCe him. 

ItS. Hcrodows, a.i. cap. d&uili-
the 
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PART I. the ban1.& of the Tigris 16, as Babylon did on thofe 01 
~ '"' owl the Euphrates 21. 

ALL ancient authors agree in reprefenting the Ba .. 
bylonians as very early {killed in aftronomy ~8. Hero
dotus afcribes to them the invention of the gnomon, ot 
fun-dial, with the knowledge of the pole, and ditilioIt 
of the day into twelve equal parts 2

g
: and he gives us 

reafon to believe, that the lEgptians, as well as the 
Greeks, were indebted to them for thefe difcoveries in 
the aftrotlomical fcience ~. This fcience, :lnd every 
other part of philofopllY, was chiefly cultivated among 

the Babylonians, by a body of men caBed Chaldeans; 
who were fet apart for the fuperintendance of religious 
worihip, and invefted with great authority 1t. They 
maintained that the univerfe waS eternal, the work or 
an eternal God; whofe will gave it birth, and '";hore -providence continues to govern it !~. 

, 

. TilE Chaldean5 are fuppofed to have owed their 
early proficiency in afttonomy, partly to the c.arly civi-

s6. Herodotus, lib. i. cap clCciii. lib. ii. cap. d. Plin. 8j1. Nat. lib. 
,n. cap. xv. ~7. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. '31t 

2.g. The tdlimony of philofophcl"S on this fllbjeCl: is unifot'rtl, ftoM 

Plato and Ariftutle downwards; and WIth them concur all andellt hi. 
fiorians, who haye treated of Afi'yrian alfain. 

29. Herodot.lib. ii. cap. cix. S~. Id. thid. Sf. Diod Sic. 
lib. ii. p. 115. They were, fays he, the ",~ ancient Bahylonian,. 

'J~. Ibid. lib. ii. p. 116. The learned Cudworth queftions the accuracY' 
of Diodorus, on this fuhjcCl:; and conjeCl:ures, that if the Chaldean. 
held ruch an opinion, as the,Eter"ity of the H'or/t!, In the time of that 
hillorian~ they had recc1ved it from the diIciplcs of A~iftot1e; be. 
caufe Berofus, a more ancient writer than Diodoms, declares they 
m.aintained a Cofmogonia, or Creatiotr of the World, in the manner of 
the lEgyptians and G1-eeks. (l~t.ll.aual S!fttm, book 1. chap. iv.) 
But I am difpofed to thbk. that the dodrine of the eternity (If the 
world, Co conlinCl\t with an aftronomical priefthood, was the moil: an.
~ent tenet of the Ch¥oldeans; and if they entertained, at any tilllCl, 
another opinion ;1) regard to it, that "ruch opiRion was imbibed, after 
the intm:ourfe between lE~pt and Afi'yt'ia was opened, in conCo

,acacc of ~ (Ol'ltudl of bothftountric. by the tl:rlians. 
c lizatioa 



nzation ~ of Myria, and partly to the nature of the I.ET'tIIl 
country; where, in the midil: of ex.tenfive plains, un- ~ ...;, 
der a clear and ferene iky, they had opportunity of 
obferving, during the greater part of the year, the 
courfe of the heavenly bodies, and the whole chorus 
of the firmament, without the intervention of rain or 
clouds 33. And the vail: height of the tower, in the 
middle of the temple of Belus, muil: farther have 
contributed to perfect their aftronomical obferva-
tions. 

VARIOUS have been the opinions of antiquarians 
concerning the building, and deGgn of this ftupcndous 
edifi<:e, which greatly exceeded in altitude thl. higheft 
of the lEgyptian pyramids. It has been fuppofeti to 

be the tower erected by the fons of Noah 34,' in order 
to ferve as a fignal, and centre of union, to the grow
ing families of the human race, after the flood ;;S: and 
it has been reprefemed as a fepulchral monument )c,. 
But its immenfity and durability prove it to have been 
the work of a great people, ikilled in the mechanical 
arts; and the contemplation of the heavenly bodies, 
by a priefihood devoted to the ftudy of thofe bodie~, 
appears evidently to have been the purpoCe for whil.h 
it was built, and raifed to fuch a myfterious height. 
That it was made fubfervient to that end, we have tht: 
authority of Diodorus 37. 

THIS intelligent hiftorian a}fo informs us, to what 
pitch the Chaldeans had carried their difcoveries in 
ail:ronomy. They had found out, and taught as fixed prin-

33. Plato, Bp;-,r. Ariftot. tk Ce/_, lib. ii. cap. lui. Cictro, tk Di· 
",IIUII. lib. i. 34. G .... chap. xi. ver.4-

35· PetUoD. Ori,r. B.w,1 ... cap. x. xi. xii. nor\art, Phll/tg. pert i. 
lib. i. c.,. ix. Prideaux, C...a. of tIM H!JI. of tk Old ,,,'" NIV 
:rll-nt, part i. book ii. 

36. Strabo, lib.~vi. p. 738. • 37. Died. SlcuL lib. ii. p. 98. 
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PAllTL ciples, !'ha.t each of the planets moved in an orbit, or 
courfe peculiar to itfetf; that they were impelled with 
different degrees of velocity, and performed tbeirrevo. 
luiiops in unequal portions of time; that the moon is 
nearer to the earth, and performs her revolution in lefs 
time than any of the folar planets; not becaufe of the 
Yelocity of her motion, but by reafon of the fmallnefs 
of her orbit; that her light is borrowed, and her 
eclip[cs produced by the intervention of the fuadow of 
the earth 38

• 

BPT the Chaldean prien!>, in contemplating the 
beauty and harmony of the SqJor SyJiem, feern foon 
to have loft Gght of the Great Author of Order and 
E:"cellencc; or to have held the people in ignorance of 
that Supreme Mover of the ftupendous machine of the 
Univerfe, and to have reprefented the Heavenly Bodiet 
as the Gocb who govern the world 30; while they pre
tended to forete! the fates of men, and of kingdolI"~ 
by reading the afpcas of thofe luminaries 40. Hence, 
from the unhappy conjunetion of the aftronomical 
fcienle with prieft-craft, Solar or Star-wOYjhip, and 
JudICIal AJb OIIlKY, were propagated over the Eaft in 
very .mcicflt tlme~, and paved the way for idolatry 
and blind fuperilitlon • 

• THIS fubjeCl: I {hall afterwards haTe occaGon to in· 
yeftigate, in tracin~ the progrefs of PolytheiJm. At 
prefent, we muft take a view of the rife and progrefs 
of the Atfyrian empire. 

NINUS, the reputed founder of that empire, and king 
of Atfyna Proper, is raid to rove extended his fway 
from the PerG'an gulf to the banks of the Tanais~ and 
from the Indus to the Nile 4 1

• He began his ambi-

38. Ibid. lib. ii. p. U7. 39' Diod. SiC1lt lib. ii. p. 116, II 7· 
",0. id. Ibid. "I. ~ ap. Diad. Sic:u1. ~. O.i. 
i tiouJ 



ANCIEN".. EUROPJt ~ 
tious career with the inTaliQn of Chaldea, or the ancient 
kingdom of Babylon, which he fubdued. Media .and 
Amenia next fubmitted to his arms42. He appears to 
have been the iirft prince, who united the fpirit of 
c:onqueft with the fcience of politics: for to him may 
reafonably be afcribed the divinon of the Atryrian em· 
pire into provinces, and alfo the inftitution of the thre.l 
councils, and three tribunals, by which govemmen1 
was adminiftered, and juftice diftributed, in fubordi~ 
nation to the will of the fovereign 43, 

u .... 
1, 

SEMUlAMts, the widow of Ninus, a woman or 
mafculine abilities, who aifumed the fupreme powet 
during the minority of her fon Ninyas, and fwayed 
the fceptre forty-two years, is Teported to have {bed. 
new luftre over that monarchy which her hufbantl 
had founded 44. She vifited in perf on every part of 
her extenfive dominions; built cities in varioua 
diftriexs of the Aifyrian empire; cut roads through 
mountains, in order to facilitate intercourfe between 
contiguous provinces; traver fed Egypt, and conquered. 
Ethiopia, if we may credit her hiftorian 45. And 
ha~ing overawed the tributary princes, b'l the number 
and valour of her troops, as well as by the vigour ot 
her adminiftration, ihe was encouraged, we are told, 
to undertake the conqueil: of India; but failed in tl\at 
grand enterprife, and with diffictllty made her efcape 
into Baexria, with the remains of her immenfe army 4(;. 

The 
4~. Id. ibid. .3. Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 145, et feq. 
44. Ctefias, ap. Diod. Sicu!. lib. ii. Diodonlll infomu u., that, ac

cording to fome hlftori:u1&, Semrramis uflfPed the Affyrian fceptrc 
during the life of her hu1band, wholll !he threw into pruoD. B ... 
lib. ii. p. 107. lOS. 45. Ctefias, ap Diod. ftcul. ubi fup. 

46 Id "lia. 1 have £D%'!bore to relate the particulars of this expedi
tieR I becaufe the detail is too extravagaut to entitle it to hiftoriea1 ere
dihility . Yet 0Uf¥ we not to tQnlier the aploiu of Semiramis, or 
thoCe of Ninus, lit mere fables. 'CIt r an dured that the AJryriaJw 
kept elm"id", or recoris of puilie 'aU!a6tion •. (Diod. Sieu!. IJb. "It. 
~eJ'll. mil. A.pi-. lib. i.) ADd ~£e recorda Cte~, .ho Wilt phy-

• C:r. i>iaa , 

~ 
Ant. Ch. 
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PARTL 

TH! HISTORY Oli' 

The kingdom of Bat1ria, which lay to the eaft of the 
Cafpian fea, and ('n the confines of Afiltic Scythia, 
is faid to have been the laft, and mof\: atduous conqueft 
of Ninus 47. 

To Semiramis s afcribed the building oi the walls of 
Babylon, the temple of Belu8, and other magnificent 
works, which were ranked among the wonders of the 
ancient world 4 9 

• She is believed to be the £irf\: woman 
that ever fwayed a fceptre; and the ability with which 
{he reigned, has induced Plato to maintain, "That 
It women, as 'Nell a& mcn, ought to be intrufied with 
" the government of £lates, and the condua of mili· 
" tary operations 49." But, admitting this politio!' to be 
ju£l, fa far as it refpetl:s talents, the example of the 
Affyrian queen fcems alfo to prove, what fubfequent 
experience has feldom contradiaed; " That women, in 
"excrciling fovercignty, lofe the virtues of their own 

ficilln to the younger Cyrus, and rcfided long 10 high f .. vour at th~ 
Pafian court, [ .. ems to hwc e>ammcd, though he has Curely exagge
rated many circumfbnces, in order to excite the wonder of his reader., 
Ollld gIve them lofty ide .. s of the power and grandeur of the Affyrian 
mondlchs. Among fuch exaggentions may be ranked the three,mil
lio'l of mfdntry, five hundred thoufand cavalry, and one hundred 
houf,mu chariots of war, with which Semiramis" [aid to have invaded 

India (Ctcfias, ubi fup.) But the tr .. ditlOn of her Indian el(peditlon is 
prl~erved by all ancient hi!l:orians and gcogrnpherb; and, therefore, 
eould not be omitted here. 

47. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 93, 94. 
48. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. et Strabo, lib. xvi. paffim. 
49 Plato d, Reftlb. lib. v. To tillS opinion of Plato tn. bond!: 

Rollin oppores the reafoning of Ariftotle and Xenflphon; who attert 
" That the Author of Nature, in giving cWrerent quahties of m:ndand 
" body to the two fexes, h:u marked out their different lie!l:illations :" 
(An!l:ot. de Cura llei Famil.lib. i. et Xenoph. d. AJ"''''ijI. D01llll.) 
and JuiUy concludes, " That woman is dcltined for the conduct of do
" meftic afi'airs;n in the fuperintendance of which, far from being de
ped, !he finds her moil honourable {btion, and exercues her proper 
~pire; her brightc!l: talent. alP~ing to moil advantage, under the ;u of modefiy and ~~\ "Jr,/,' .dJalimnl, tom ~i. d4ar. i. 

" fer, 



•• fex, without acquiring thofe of ours." Forunbridled 
ambition, and inordinate luft, are the ftrongeft traits 
in -the character of SemiraD;.is; who funk the mother 
in the ufurping and afpiring emprefs, and the matroa 
in the vainglorious and infatiable proftitute; and whoa 
in gratifying her paffion for dnminion, :md her appe
tite for fenfual pleafure, paid no regard to juftice or 
humanity 50. 

N INY AS, who fucceeded to the AfTyrian fceptre on 
the death of his imperious mother, being a prince of a 
mild difpofition, employed himfelf in framing regula
tions ft)r the fecurity of his throne, and the confer
vation of thofe dominions which his parents had 
acquired. Having no turn for wa.r or conquell:, he 
did not command his troops in perf on, agreeable to the 
cuftom of ancient l.ings; but, confining himfelf chiefly 
to his palace, committed the conduCl: of hi~ armies to... 
his meft approved officers 5 I. 

5"'. As her wars were undertaken without provocation, (DlOd. Sicu!. 
lib. Ii. paffim.) they fcem to have beenprofecuted with a fanguinaryfpmt. 
Her amours wcrr yet n.ore atrocious. Her cullom wa., to finglc Ollt 
one of the handfomfell: men in her army; .md when fue became tired 
of him, to order him to be put to death, and cho<lfe "another ttl fupply 
his place. (Ibid. lib ii. p. 101.) A modern Semiramis, in the North 
of Europe, is known to have made love and War tn a manner fo fimilar, 
as to give fome degree of crediblhty to the ll:ory of the Alfynan queeD~ 
£ettmg afide other marks of refAnb~nce.-l£, with the leamec! and 
ingenious Mr. BryaDt, we were to Iubll:lt~e the N,NJ;VITES for NJ
NUS, and the SAMAlIlM for Semiram"; two 6,a",h" o( the family 0.£ 

CHua, as he conJ~e.ures (N<w SJft.m of A".,.nt Mythol. vol. 11 p.l06, 
& feq.), this rcafonmg would be altogether HllpertlDeDt. But as I am 
determmed to follow the teibmoDY of the moll: refpeClable Greek and 
Roman luftorians, Without regard to hiS fyftem of hero-(JJtmb,Iat,on. I 
have confidered NiDUS and Semiramll> as rIrd perf 0111 ; aDd at fuch. have 
reafoned on their adions. Some rtgard will hflWever'bfo due, in the 
cOllrfe of thiS luftory, to Mr. Bryant'. inquirie. cODcerning SoL4R. 
Vl' OIl;HJP. 

5 I. Dio.d Sleul.lAb. ii. p. 108. 
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OM this account, Ninyas has been accufed of indo
lence and effeminacy, though feemingly without rea.. 
fon. By feldom appearing in public, he infpired his 
people with more awe of his prefence 52; and by de
volving the executive government upon ochers, he had 
more leifure to attend to the affairs of the cabinet, 
and provide for the general .interefts of his empire. 
He accordingly framed, and carried into operation, a 
{yftem of jealous policy, admirably calculated for pre
ferving peace and tranquillity in a great monarchy. 
He ordered the governor of ev~ry province to raife 
annually a certain number of men, for the fupport of 
his military efl:abIifhment; and the whole army, when 
completed, to be mufl:ered in the neighbourhood of 
his capital, where he appoint~d a commander in chief 
over the troops of each na.ion < 3. At the clofe of the 
year, the army was diffolved; and a new one, leVIed in 
the fame manner, fupplied its place; the foldie!;; of 
the former being abfolved from their military oi-th, 
and permitted to return horne 54. 

No fyftem of martial policy could be better adapted 
than this to the ends propofed by Ninyas. A numerous 
body of 4ifciplined men always under arms, and ready to 
march to the moft difiant part of his dominions, enabled 
him em:tl:ually to repel invafion, as well as keep hii 

5:1.. The Greeks, a remer. and waTlike people, wh" could e1l:eem no 
prince that was not difiinguifhed hy marti~l exploit., concluded Ninyas 
ihut himfelf up in his palace only to conceal his vices. (Diod. Sicu!. lib. 
ii. p. 108.) But this i. a very unf~lr inference. If the feclud, d life of 
Ninyas can be afcribed to any caufe bcfide dcfpotir policv, !t may per
haps be impllted to the domcftic habits which he had ,ontraCle~ during 
the reign of his mOlh~r Semiramis j whofe love of power made her 
ret~in the fceJ'tre after he'r fan had attained the age of manhood, and 
declme fecond nup~al&, left fhe lhould give herfclf a mafteT in taking a 
hldband. Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 101. 

53· Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 108. J.4. ld. ibid. 

fubje8:s 
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fubjech in obepience ; while the annual change of the 
troops, which compored that body, prevented' the 
officers and foldiers from leaguing together 55; and, 
confequently, from forming ambitious attempts againft 
the imperial authority. 

NOR was the attention of Ninyas confined folely to 
military regulations. He duly appointed able judges, 
and civil governors, for the feveral provinces of his 
empire S~; and each governor was obliged to repair, 
once a year, to Ninrveh, and give an account of his 
adminiftratlOn, in perfon S 1. 

THE fame plan of government was invariably pUl-fued 
by the [ucceff"ors of Nmyas S~. And fo firmly was the 
Affyrian empire eftablifhed, by this jealous policy, that 
it fubfifted longer without being difmembered, than 
any great monarchy in the ancient world 59, l1otwith
ftanding the indolent and laicivious lives its fovereigns 
are i".tid to have kd 00. At length, however, the 

Medes, 
55. Diod. Sicul U61 Jill'. 56 Id. ibld 
57 N,col Ddm.fl. dp. V dlef. E .. ctrpt. s8. Dlod S'c. bb 11 p. 108. 
59 HelOdotus dfhrms, th It the Atfynan cmpln had lublillt,l five:: 

hundred and twellty Yldrs, before "ny of the fubJed natIOns recovere4 
their mdepcndency. (llerodot. lIb. I. cap. xcv.) rhischronology I Il.Ive 
chofen to follow, as ~ore confiftent WIth probabulty than th3t of any 
other anCIent hlftonan. D",dorus and Julhn alLgn .1 much 101J~er 
duration to the Alfyrian empIre bt.forc the revolt of the Medcs; and 
the want of the AlfYllan HIliory of Herodotus, to which h~ frequently 
alludes, has made thde copiers of Ctefias be generally followed. 

60. Dlod Slcul. lIb ii. p. 108. Julhn, lib. 1. cap ii. It IS impoffible 
to beheve that Nmyas and hiS fuccetfors were fo dilfolute as they have 
been reprefented. For, as the prefident Goguct Vlry judldoufly: re
marks, the Atfyrllln monarchy 'could ""t hlV< fubfifted unbroken by 
.. evolutloni fOf: 10 great a length of time, If the prlllCts who governed 
it had been abandoned to deba.uchery, and funk in elfemmacy. (Ong. 

tl" Lux, &c. par. i1. hv. '. chap. I) We m.y therefore, prefumc, 
tbAt the contewpt WIth which the fuccefl"ors of Ninyae hav~ been 
trLolted by the Greet and R.oman hiIfonllns, who have fcarcdy conde-

~4 fccndc4 

\as. • 
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Medes. ftrenuoufly contending for liberty, threw off' 
the Aifyrian yoke L '. Other nations followed their 
example oz. The Babylonians revolted 63. And the 
city of Babylon oecame the capital of an independent 
kingriom, under Nabonaflar 64; the beginning of whofe 
reign forrns the firfr ~ra in Ptolemy's AJlronomical 

Canon; and, therefore, is [uppOre,.! to be the firfr we 
can lll.. with certainty, in tracing the line of Oriental 
hiflory. 

TH r: 1Vl:edes, after they had recovered their inde
pendenry, lived under the contraul of their own IJws, 
during a period of about forty ye:lTS, in a frate of free
dom "I, But that freedom having degenerated into 
analchy, the Median chiefs, in order to remove the 
miferje~ under which the nation groaned, chofe a king 
11amed Dejoces 06; who repreffcd the public diforders, 
and founded the city of EcbatanaJ which bec.ame the 
fcat of a new and powerful monarchy. 

IN this revolution, we have a {hiking inftance of the 
ficnder partitions between licentious liberty and defpo
tifm; but by no means a proof of the neceffity of !egal 
authority, to give ftability to government. Dejoees 
during the anarchy of the Medes, was diftinguifhcd 
among his countrymen, by his fagacity and regularity 

{,ended to prtferve their names, ought to he afcrihed to the tranquil
!tty With "hleh they reigned; and that they owed thi~ tra.nquilhty to 
the pohtical ma'<1m, of Nmyas; who, by confining himfelf to his 
palace, where he fecrctly moved all the wheels of governnlent, was 
r, ver.;d by hi' people as a god. (Diod. Sicul. lib. ii. p. 108.) M yife
~lOUb 0bfwrlty icems d:r~ntial to the fupport of ddpotifm; and drfpo

~JI'in, ,vith rdrgrous "VCllrraitoll for the ;:.r.,ercign, to the/uul"e ,ullng of " 
g' fat empire; "hlc\l jq confcqucntly a Krelll evIl in the lyftem of human 
afT.ur., however mild the adminitlration. 

6,. Herodotu., lib. i. cap. xcv. 

6". Diod. Sku!. hI>. ji. p. II r. 
6S· Herodot. hb. i. cap. xcvi. • 

6~. rd. ibid. 
64- Ptokm. Canon. AfoDn_. 

66, Ibid. ~;lF' xcvui. 

of 
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of manners. Having caft his eye upon the throne, he 
applied himfelf diligently to the redrefs of grievances; 
and being appointed judge of the diftritl: to which he 
belonged, he approved himfelf worthy of that high 
office, alike by the rectitudp of his decifions and the 
unwearied difcharge of the duties of his funtl:ion 6 7• 

THE people of other difiritl:s, and at lafi the whole 
body of the Medcq, except fuch as lived by atl:s of vio

lence, looked up to Dejoces for j ufiice, and rcforted to 
his tribunal. Now ft.cure of his objetl:, he withdrew 
himfelf from the feat of jud;cature; oppreffed, as he 
pretended, with the weight of bufincfs, and under the 
neceffity of attending to his private affair .. 08, An 
univerfal alarm was fpread. The public calamiti(.s in

,creafcd, when licentioufnefs had no longer any curb; 
and a national affcmbly of the Medes, fecrctly influ
enced by the;: fri~nds of Dejoces, invefied that arch 
politician with regal power, as the only effetl:ual 
remedy for the difordcrs of anarchy (9, 

THE lirfi atl: uf fovereignty that the new king cxcr
cifee; was to command his fubjccts tv build him a pa
lace, and the fecond to found a firong city; in the cell
he of which his palace fiood, and where he reigned en
f;ompafftd with battlements, and proteCl:ed by guards 70, 

Having thus provided for the fecurity of his perfon, a~d 
the perpetuity of his power, this jeawus prince, aiming 
at dcfpotic rule, became in a manner invilible and inac
ceffible to his people 7'. In order to infpire them with 
more refpeCl: for his authority, none but his confiden
tial millifters were permitted tfJ appear in his prefence 72.. 

It w.as foldy from the heart of ECl-atalla, from the inner~ 
moll: circle of his feven-walled capital, iliat Dejoces by 

67. Herodot lIb. j cap. x~vj. 
69· Hcrodotu" Jib. i. ~~p. xcviii. 
71. HerQdot. lIb. i. cap. xcii. 

68. Ibid. cap. licvii. 
10. Id. ,bid. et fc'l' 
1:1.. Id. ibid. 

means 
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means of emHfaries furveyed his dominions 73. He 
continucdt however, to preferve thl! e1teem of the Medes, 
by the impartial admi.nifiration of juttice; and, after 
maintaining his fway, with a fieady hand, during a reign 
of fifty-three years, he tranfmitted the Median fceptre 
to his fon, Phraortes. 

MEANWHILE the Affyrian empire, though broken 
was not fubverted. Nineveh was filll the metropoliii 
of a powerful monarchy 74. With many proof'i of this 
power we are furniilied both in facred and Civil 11111:ory ; 
and with 11:rong prc[umptions, that the feat of domi
nion Wa!> not a/fi"cted by the reyolt of the Medcs and 
Babylonian,;, or the grandeur of the AffYllal1s thereby 
much obfcured, notw:th11::tnding what we are told by 
Diodorus and Jufim, on the .lUthority of CtcfilS. 

HERODOTUS, the father of civil hifiory, confideptly 
tells us, That Phraorte<;, king of the Medes, "not 
u fati~fied with the ab[olute fOyerelgnty of Ml liia, 
.( which he qjJllm,d on the death of hl~ Lither, Dejoces. 

73. Herodnt lib. i. eap c. The ddcription of no city In the ancient 
.... orld has affOi dcd fo much room for exaggcr~tlon as that of Ecbatani. 
Herodotus, who appelrs to h.ve feen It, fays It was about the"ze of 
the city of Athens; that II was featcd on the decliVity of a hdl, and en
C'ompaffed With fevtn w .. lls of unequal height, and of a CIrcular form, 
"Itithin th •• 1I11<Ym'!ft errcl. if wh,ch the king's palace and trcafury !tood. 
(Herodot. lib. i. cap. XCVlll.) Polyblul, who had certainly feen the Me
dIan capital, but who bv<d full three hundred YCdrs later than H.ro
dotus, and when the outer walls of Ecbatana fcem to have been 
fallen to decay or thrown down, thus defcribes it. "This city frands," 
fays he, .. on the north fide of Media. It wa. from Ih. "If '.If anci.nt 

tJ .... , tile J .. ' of the ,oyal 'if""''''' and fcems in Jplwl •• r and mar.tjic<1fce 
to have , ..... d.d all oth" edits. It is 6uilt on the declwity 0/ tb. mo.mta,. 

brontes, and nol ""lDftJ 'Wdb 'Walli. But there is a ,u"del ill .1, the forli

j.aLto'l of whub art if 'Wond.rful JI,,~tth." (Polyb. lib. x. Excerpt. IV) 
This citadel was probably the origtnal palace of Dejoccs, or the mncr-
100ft cucle of the ancient city. 

74· " Lltt" chap. XiX. vcr. 35 t:36. Herodot.li~. i. cap. di. 

" made 
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ec made war upon the Perhans," and (( firfi reJawJ L~ 
"them under the Median fway 71;" that with "the \..-~ .,.." 
" untted for as if thefe two nattons, he fubdued all the 
"nelghbonring countries, attacking one people after 
" another 16 ;" that, at length, "he tumed his arms 
" againft the Aifyrians;" and on " thife AjJjnans who 
" mhablted the city oj Nineveh 11 ; formerly the Kovern. 

I' ing people m AJia, andjhll formidable, though deferl-

" cd by their confederates;" fo that, in this expedition, 
"Phraortes per zjhcd with the gr eattr part of his 
" army 18

." And to fay nothing of the wars of the 
Aflyrians to the wUI if the Eupbram, immediately 
after the revolt of the Medes alld Babylonians 79 (the 
particulars of whIch I fhall afterw.lrd Illve occaGon to 

relate from the Hebrew records), it appears from the 
tlg~ eement of facY'Cd hifiQry with Ptolemy's Afirom>mu:al 
Ca' 011, that Efarhaddon, or Aifaradon, the fon and fuc· 
cefTor of Sennacherib, fovereign of Affyria, had reumted 
the kingdom of Babylon to that ancient monarchy 1n 

the fixty-feventh year of the NabondfTarean rera Bo. 

THE glory of the AtTyrian empire, however, after 
this reunion, was of {hort dnration, notwithftanding 
the defeat of the Medes. Cyaxarcs J. the [on of Phra-. 
ortes, a brave and warlike prince, having refolved to 
take vengeance upon the AfTyrians for the death of 

his father, aifembled his numerous and difciplinod 
forces, and marched into the heart of their country81; 

defeated 
75· Herodot. lib. i. cap. cii. 76 rd. ro. 77. Herodot ubi fup. 
78. Herodotus, h'b ;. cap. cli. This ev~nt happened In the twenty

fecond year of the reign of Phraortes. Id. ibid. 
79' See" Kings, chap. xvi.-xix. and z Chr.". chap. nxii. xxxiii. 
80. Compare "Xzngl, chap xix. yer. J5, 36. 'VIc!,. z Chrolf. chap. 

XXXlll. yer. II. with Ptolemy's Cano". AjlrlJlfom. 

Sr. Herodotus, lib. i. cal" eiii. ThIS yenerable hifiorian fays that 
Cyuares had united under his ftandard, when he invaded Atryria, all 
tile nations of t1ppt.9 .I\lia as far .Ai ~ riv~r HalTs, and that he had 

&featly 
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defeated the army that attempted to obfirull: his pro
grrls, and inveiled Nineveh h. But before he coord 
make any implellion upon the fortifications 83, he was 
obliged to raife the fiege, in order to defend his own 
dominions againft an irruption OJ' the European Scy
thiaus >4; who had entered Alia under their king Ma
dyes, after having driven before them the Cimmeriaus, 
from tIle Cherfonefm Taurica ss, now known by the 

name of the Grim.a. 

THIS i<; the firft occaflOn on which hinory makes 
mention of the Scythians; whofe m ::>de of Hfe, and man
ner of making war, appear to have been nearly the 
fame in all ages 86. Thofe fierce barbarians broke, in 
a great battle, the power of the viCl:oFioU5 Medcs, and 
over-ran all the countrie3 between the Cafpian fea and 
co aft of Syria 87. Of Upper Aha they rcmlined maf. 
tets twenty-eight years SB; and fo long did they con-

greatly improved their military diflipline, by forming them into diC. 
tinct b",hc. uf fpearmen, cavalry, and archers; (Hprn,Jot "hi fup.) 
they havmg btcn aecullomed, before hiS reign, to join battle in a ron
fufed m;mn.er. (Id. ibid.) Thefe circumftanccs fufhciently accOIwt for 
hiS viCtory over the Myrians; 3:)d for the fut~e fu.ccc.(" o~ his arms, 
which I !hall afterwards have occafion to rdate. 8z. ld. i!>ld. 

83' The fortifications of Nineveh, according to Diodorus Siculus, the 
only author who defcrihc& them, were of amazing ftrength; the walls 

beilig one hundred feet high, and fo thick that three carriages might 
Jrive abreaft upon them; and the tower" w,th which they were flank~d, 
two hundred ft.'ct in height. (D:od. Sleu!. !tb. ii. p. 92.) Whence Dio
dorus had hiS mformation, he hdS not told us. 

84. Herndot]Js, lih. i. cap. Clil. 

85. Id. ibid. et ft'q. The Cimmeri<lr06, an enemy flarcdy Id. terribl!' 
th.n the Scythian horde that had expelled them, directed thrir coulfe 
to the well, along the coall of the Et1xine rca; ever-ran I\fia Minor. 
and pillaged the kmgdom of Lydia. (Herodotus, !tb. I. Cdp. vi. xv) 
The citadol of Satdls alone wlthfioorl their fury. Herodot. lib. I. cap.loV. 

~G. See Gibbon's HtjI. oj the Declme and Fall oj the Rum". Eml'''', 
~hap. xxvi. '(xxiv. 

87. Hcrodotus,lib. i. cap. cilr-cvi. 8p.1bid. lib. i. cal" cvi. 

tinuC) 
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unue to ravage with their inroads the moil {ertill! pro- LFTrtt 
i. 

tince. of Lower Afia 89. "-v--I 

DURING this period of violence and calamity, in 
which barbarian force reigned triumphant, and when 
fhong cities oniy can be fuppo[eJ to have rt,fiftcd 
the {hock of the ferocious inv<' JcP" NabopollailJr, 
viceroy of Babylon, revolted from Chyniladan, em
peror of Affyria, and alTumed independent [ove
reignty 90. He had bct"!1 encouraged in his reod. 
lion by the hoilile Cyaxares, who {WI meditated the 
deilruCtion of Nineveh 9 1

, And no Cooner did the 
ling of the Medes find himfelf freed from the do
mlllation of the Scythians, ~hofc chieftains he ha.cl 
invited to a feaft, and flain while drunk q

,; an4 from 
a war 111 which fome ScythIan fugitives involved 
him with Alyattts, king of Lydia, that LIfted ii,'c 
years 93, than he renewed hoflilitie.> againfi: Airyna Q4, 

Cv A XARE S again t'nt"rcd that rich country, in COn

junCtion with NdbocoJ,lfJ:lr, or Nebuchadnczzar, J..ing 
of Babylon, the fon and fuccd10r uf NabopoJIaff'II'; 
.me thefe two powerful monarchs, who were knit ;n 
clofe alliance, finally fubvertcd the empire of the fir!l: 

29. rd, ibid. 90 Alex. Pol)hlll "f eyne!! Cbronormph. p. II~ 
91. rd. IbId. 92. Hcrodotu" hb It']" cv,. 
93. Herodot. hb i cap.lxxiv. That war ".1, terminated m conf-. 

,!:lIence of a folar echl'fc, which had bem predicled by ThJ!cs the MI

le/ian; (Id. ibid.) who to his OWl! natur.llt.lg ,city h.w aJdld the Ie 'rn. 
ing of lEgypt. When the Medes and Ly lUlls h ,d Joined blttlL, in 
the fixth c.,mpaign, fays HeroClotus, the d,y was fucldcllly chall~cd 
into night; an appearance which fo aLcCl:ed them, that they defined 
from aCtion. (HerQ~ot. ubi fup.) A fufpenl.<)1). of holblitiLs took pl~ce; 
and peace was c"x:cllldcd between the contcndmg ~onarchs, througl. 
the mediation of the kings or Babylon and CiIiCIa. (rd. ibid) '1 hlO 
peace was r:ttiJiecl with the oath of the contra,'bng parties, and, as a 
farther tie, Alyattes ~ave hIs daughte.Aryenis, ill marnagc to .Ally. 
ages, the fon of Cyaxarel. H~rodQt. hb.i. cap. lXXIV, 

94· Ibid. lib. i. (ap. CVI. 

Alry-
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Myrians 95. Nineveh, the famous capital of this an
cient people. was Iltterly defiroyed 91): and the remain .. 
ing provinces of their monarchy (as I {hall afterward 
have occafion to relate) were divided be~ween the king • 
of Media and Babylon. 

THE taking of Nineveh, my Lord, is one of the 
greateil: events in the hiftory of anl:ient nations; but 
we are left totally in the dark by hifturians, both civil 
and facred, in regard to the circumftances with which 
it was attended. The prophet Nahum is the only 
writer that has entered into particulars on the fubjea: 
and as he is fuppofed to have been divinely infpired, if 
he had not the advantage of hiftorical information (for 
ecclafiafiical writers have not been able to fix the time 
when he lived), I {hall copy the moil: marking ftrokes in 
his fublime defcription; which gives us a very high 
idea of the grandeur of the old Myrians, and of the 
power of the Medes. 

"Woe to the bloody city !"-exclaims the prophet; 
-" bccau[e of the mulitude of the whoredoms of the 
"well-favoured harlot, the mifl:refs of witchcralh; 
"that felleth nations through her whoredoms, and 
" royal families through her witch crafts. Keep watch I 
" mal.e thy loins fl:rong, fortify thy power mightily; 
-' for he that daflleth in pieces is come up before thy 
"face. The ihield of hIS warrior:. i~ made red, the 

95. Compare Herodotus, lib. i. cap. cvi. with Alex. Pol}'hHt ap. 
~ynLcI. Cbronog rapb. p. 11 0 et dp. Eufeb. Cbromcon. p. ,*6. Herodotus 
<lectnes tNenng Into the partlLul.rs of this e'Cpcdition, faying he lhall 
h,ve oCLafion to rdate them in ancther place; (Herodo •• ubi flip.) 
"lIudmg no doubt to the hiftoryof Afi"yria, which he propofed to 
"flte. But he o~fcrves, that the Medes conquered aU the Affyrian 
tcrntorie~, except what belonged to the king of Babylon. (Id. ibid.) 
We have, therefore, great rcafon to believe, independent of the autho
rityof Polyhlftor, thJt Cyax,\,"es and Nabocol~ar were joint adven
tllrers in thi_ enterprize, and ~hat Nineveh w:u taken immediately after 
Ihe do[e of the Lydian W:I.I". 96. Stcabo, lib. ¥vi. mit. 

- " valiant 
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•• valiant are in fcadet. Behold, thy people in the LETT_ 
L 

" midft of thee are women I-the gates of thy land ~ .. 
C( fhall be fet wide open unto thine enemies; the fire 
n {hall devour thy bars. I hear the noife of a whip; 
"and the noife of the rattling of the wl1eeIs, of the 
" prancing of horfes, and of the jumping 1)£ chariots: 
" they rage like a tempeit, in the ftreets; they bldtC 
" like torches; they tUn hke lightnings I The horte. 
" man lifteth up both the bright fword and the glit .. 
" tering fpear; there is a multitude {bin, yet no end 
" of the flaughter; they flumble upon the corpfes, be-
" caufe of their great number !--The victors take the 
" fpoil of filver, they tale the (poil of gold: the ftore 
" is beyond computation; and above all, the fpoil of 
" fplendid and rich furniture. Nineveh is empty, de-
" folate, and wafte I-Where is the dwelling of the 
"lions, and the feeding-place of the young lions?-
" There the lion, even the old lion walked, and the 
" lion's whelp, and none made them afraid. The lion 
"did tear in pieces enough for his whelps, and 
"ftrangled for his lioneffes; and filled his holes with 
"prey, and his dens with ravine. Nineveh, which was 
"eftablifhed of old, is like a pool of water. He. 
" princes were as the locufts, and her captains as the 
"great grafshoppers, which encamp in the hedges 
., during the cool of the morning; but, when the fu!,-
" arifeth, they flyaway, and their place is not known. 
"Thy fllepherds flumber,O king of Affyria! thy no-
" bies dwell in t.lte duft: thy people are fcattered UpWl 

" the mountains, and no man gathereth them 91. 

SKETCH of the HISTORY of ,FGYPT t() tbe Reign Df 
PSAMMJ'l"ICHUS. 

BEFORE the foun<iation of the Affyrian empire, 
Egypt was a PGPulous an! }'¥>wqful kmguom, lWder 

9~- Nahum, chap_ ll.-~i_ paJ1im. 
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1 regular government and police 9 8
• This early pOpl1w 

lation and improvement .£gypt owed like Affyria, to 
the' fertility of its foil 99• Fattened by the annual 
overflowing of the waters of the Nile (which pre
pares the land for the reception of the feed with 
little affifhnce of tillage), the immenfe vale of 
lEgypt, extending from the mountains of lEthiopia to 
t~ Mediterranean fea, and from the defert" of Arabia 
to thofe of Libya, furnifhed food for man in profufion. 
There the tropical plants thrive, with many of thofe 
more commonly found in colder climates; and there 
all kinds of grain, 'Wheat and barley as well as rice, 
yieldt:d large increafe 100. 

IN a territory fo bighly favouted by nature, the 
:fPciaI principle muft quickly have ripened; and 
the mutual wants of men affembled in foc:ety, and 
their mutual defire of multiplying the accommodations 
of life, and of guarding againft the evils infepalablc 
from mortality, would foon give birth to all the ufefuI, 
and even to many of the ornamental arts. The fci
cnees intimately conneCl:ed with the arts, it may be 
expeCl:ed, would alfo rear their head: fo, we find, tl1ey 

98. Gencjs, chap. xxxvii. xl. xli. et feq. Exod. chap. i.-xiv. Hero. 
dot. hb. ii. et Diod. Sicu!. hb. i. paffim. See alfo Dr. W.uburton's DJ.. 
~1I" Legation of 1l10(es, book iv. feC!:. i.-iv. et aud:. cit. 

99' " The COllntlles on tbe '["gll! and the NI/e," fays Sir Ifaac Newton, 
"being exmJl1Ig fertile, were fi':ft fre'luented hy mankmd, and fi':ft gr ... "" 

.. into }lIIgdoms." (ebron. of Anew,! Kingdolt" ammdd, p. 160.) In proof 
of this great natural fertility, fee Herodotus and Diodo.ui, Ubl fup. 
and Pliny, lib. XXl. cap. xv. 

100. Idem. ibid. This fine country, "bout fix hundre<! miles in length, 
and near three hundred at its greateft breadth, is divided by geographer. 
into Higher, Lo«-er, and Middl~ ..IHgypt. Of there divifions, I lhall af
terward have occafion to fpeak. Ilhall therefore only here remark, that 
Higber lEgypt, in ancient timeR, was generally known.by the name of 
'I'b&ais, and that the .. ole IJlree divifiollS lie between the twenty
fccond and thirty-third deg;re~ of northern lati{ude. 

did 



did. Bu.t the fciences moR: fuceefsfully cultivated in 
>l'Egypt, were thofe of government and legiflation. And 
fortunate is it for us, in treating of the -affairs of this 
venerable country, that, altilough left in a great mea" 
fure ignorant of the hiftory of the old lEgyptian mo
narchs, we are amply furnilhed with information rela

tive to the l~s and cOll~tutiol1 of the kingdum ovet 
which they ruled. 

Mr:NES, the fiff\: fole monarch of }Egypt lOT, and dIe 
urn: legifiator whQ regulated religious worihip, and 
gave written laws to the A:~gyptians 10>, appears to have 
been ru;- ad~pt in the fcience of human nature. III 

order to procure impli(.it fubmiffion to his laws, lle 
pretended they were delivered to him, for the good of 
the people, by the God Hermes 10

3; and on purpofe W) 

reRrain the wanderin,gs of carnal appetite, ilnd giye 
fiability to the amorous paffion, he i.n{tituteJ the Law 
Df Jl,1arriagc, and piaced the nuptiJI union under the 
fanBion of the .altar 104. 

'f!! AT bw, my Lord, fuggefts to us a curious fubje!t 
of difquifition: the 01 igmal L()I1"!('xion between tte 

fixes; and I cannot difmifs it without hazardmg a fn.,. 
remarl.s. 

101. Menea, accotding to Herodotns, (lib. ii. cap. iv.) waHl" liefr 
l'11orial that rcign~d 10 lLgypt; for the ltlgypttans vainly exhibited" a 

~{enealogy of immortal prlUCtS, fuppofcd Originally to have ruled ov. r 
them, and whom they afterward wodhipptd as Gods: (Herodot.].b Ii. 
cap. exliv. Diad. Sicul lib i. init.) and aJl,nclcllt chronol"g-en a~rec. 
that Menes, 0\' Menas, wa~ the mil foverelgll that e~erclfcd domltll)ll 

over the whole land of )Egypt. Nor were his terrttorie. very""· 
t<nlive; for, ,f we may belteve the report of the lhgyptIan prieDs, 
all Lower Ngypt was thtn a mor.f., (H -rodot. lib. il. cap iv ) anli 
fhe greater part 01 .;: (,Il,!;r.ly covered by the waten of the eea ld iLld. 

loa. DiCJd. Slcul. hh. 1 .p ~4 edit ubi .it. r03. Id. ¥lJa. 
loll Palreph. ap. Clem A.le!.. p. 45· Suidu, v(oc ·1I~;4"'" 
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THE ,e{pea paid by aU aQlCient nations to th~ me
mO!'y of the inftitutors of the law of marriage, and the 
folemn rite'> with whl(,h the nuptial ceremony is ac
companiedt have led to a popular opinion, that the in
tercourfe between t1le fexes, in the human fpecies, 
was originally pronlifcuous, like that of grazing cat
tle. Hence the well known corr:.parifon of Horace, 
ut in grege taurus IDS; which may be thus para
l,hrafed: 

.. With women men, like bulls among the herd 
U Roving at large, indulged venereal aCts 
u As luft incited." 

BUT this reprefenr:ttion, which makt"s the nate of 
flature a fiate of ptoltitution, i~ equally eontradiaed 
by reafon and experience. As man is by nature a 
herding, he is a1fo a paz ring animal. He fingles out 
f>J1e woman from a multitude of others, where (uch an 
epportunity of choice is offered: he endeavou!~ to win 
her regard by courtfhip and kind offic:~s; and he has 
little f.'ltisfachon in her arms, unlefs when C0l1ViIlCe,1 
that he give~, as well -as receives pleafure) in the con
jugal embrace lOb. Nor is he difpofed to abandon her 
during her pregnancy, or in the time of child-bi!'th; 
but is happy in propagating his fpecies, and pride .. 

himfelf in mu16plying his own likenefs, and that of the 
partner of his aftechol1s. In a word, as the afJzfianCl 
of both parmts i~ ntalTm y to the rearing of the human 
ifspring, condemned to a long and helplefs infancy, 
Nature, in order to accomplifh her pnrpofe, has en. 
dowed hoth With thatjjmpatbzc attachment called LOVE. 

rEl5. Sali,,1' lIh i. fat. iii vcr. IrQ. 

106." Were ttlls 6e/"1 to be taken away." obf~1'Ye9 the philofophic: 

'ihaftdbury, " there would be h.&rdlyany ••• "" oft/" rroffi" 1m o.f ","
.. kmJ, who would not perceive thm "''''Illn",! pl"'/lirl to be of j_tIll 
'lI'11*tlln." C/;Mii/i"'fillO •• Y~ jj. book ii. par~h. fel!. i. 

without 
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without which the race muft have become extinl1. 
We accordingly find the union of the fixes, and nllptial 
~erem(mi<'S nniverfal among ravages tQ1. 

BUT although the union of the fexes is formed by 
injlznfl in the favage flate, the {acred matriml')nial ti~ 
is neverthelefs neccffary, for the prefervation of order 
in fociety. As civil and criminallaw&, refpeaing pro
perty and perfonal f,lfety, arc required to reftrain the 
exceffes of the [elfiili and irafcible paffions; to jortify 
not to create the ftnJe of Ju./iIa, or the flnttmcnt of 
humanity; in like manner, the laws concerning mar
riage, and the connexion between the [eyes, are requi
fite to curb the irregularities of libidinous de fire, and 
the intemperance of the fexual paffion; which, in prOo
portion to the increafc of luxury, become prurient and 
variable. Hence the wifdom of the lEgyptian legif. 
lator, in confining one man to one woman, agreeable 
to the intention of nature 108. 

HAVING thus difcovered the ortgm of marriage, 
and the policy of fuch ,m infi:itution, let us inquire. 
after the rife of civil government. 

As 
wife, 

the firft facial cOnJlcxion is that of hufoand an(t 
the firft CIVtl Jupe/lority is that of a father 

• over 

107. H!JI. Gm. 'I' r.,alll, et Picart', Rt"g. Ctrl!flrrJll. paffim, with 
the authors there cited. If the nl\lTatlOn of any traveller, or navigator 
{tems to contrad,d this opimon, it wdl generally be found fupP.E!ed 
by fome other more worthy "If c1'l'dit. The fubjeci is fet in 1"jW1 
light by Dr. Robenfon. HtjI_ of Amtrlta, book iv. 

108. Herodotua pointedly alferts, t ':h. ii. cap. xciv) that the 
JEgyptiallll, m. lilt G,u'", had only on. wife. Now the law of mar
riage, at we fuall haw oct'1rlion to fee, was brought from lEgypt ill" 
Greece; where it wa. lIniYerfally eftablillted upoll AEgyptilll princioo 
pies, Md accordiD( to the pr;aChce ofan }EgyptiAn colony- Yet Dio
Gllrlll "~ul\ll teu. Is, (lib. i. P ,,,.) rhat the &rYptiUl 1"1" MIt, were 

]) J confina4 
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l'AR.T I. o,'(: r bis (ami". Nature, therefore, points us to pt1~ . , • ,riorchal ruil, as the original gllVtrllmtnl among 

men. For :lltllough a father has no natural right tq 

govern his (ons, after they have :1tt:til1cd the years of 
manhood, they will find it necelfary to recur to fome 
perfon for the arbitrnrion of their common dilrerences. 
And who is fo likely to be chofel! for that purpore, :If 
their common parent ?-They J,.a\·e been habituated in 
infancy, to fubmit to his authority; he has fcttled 
their boyifh difputes; and they have wondered at thi 
ftrength of his underft:mdillg, while their own was 
weak. Early impreffions are not tafily eradicated: 
H is counCel is (ought; and to him they arc Jed to ap
peal, not only from a perfualion of his fupe-rioT wifdom, 
but from a conviaioll that his dccifions will be juf1:, 
becauft! he is equa1ly concerned in the wclfue of an: 
To him, as their common he:'ld, his offspring look up . 
::.nd he exercifes, during life, the joint office of go--
"efllor and judge. 

'T'", t: flIrtllcr progref~ or I!O"cmmcnt7 it is not morc 
.1i:!icul l to tr:ICC, Families nall:~lly grew into u'ibu ' 
held together by ccmnlOn confal!~u i nitr ; and ot 
which the heat! of the cludr hmily, in cachuibe: 
y,-:lS fe\'ered 2S chit): " ' ht!1l expofcil to danger from 
foreign enemies, or im\uced by conGt\erations of 
Pllltmd atlyantal:\t", two or mort! tribes united intp 

rDnlincd L!l.." WPt, and 11,,, Ill" :.oil)' migllt . iol<r. aI nlllry wives u 
.t..ry pll:lIf~d. HIlt iffuch I. "111um pl'<~., k'll in Ji'KYl'I, ;11 th~ doirl cl 
DiG4l.OfIlS, i: mu!t h,>,r _0 intrlxlllccd ,f", th~ lilld 'IInqlldl..,c t/ut 
kill!' ",,,, b,llI4: VUfilUloI, Imonl: ""joaD,l • plurality vI .... jv<ll WI, tole
I . 'I~J. 1'IIf I [crllllotou wu too w,U a:'!,II:Uot(d wi:b Ib~ m:mnCl'f II{ 
we A!lO'pti~, amDJIj;' .... hQrn he f.1lU long n:fidrd. lO ~ 1IIifI:skc1l ill 
f",eb ;l Illalui:ll d.cumib!l(C; cUIll<:'1I1CIll1y, nU'n of aU link,", ~ 
Rtr/pt, b~ onl, ... , wi n la, ,jUlC. fhlr (qlUd tile JIlgypti;uz:t, i. 
nu ...... ,:;,ody ,im(t, h~vc cOII:llu~lIjnu:J to tho Grub m law ~ ("o,OPt, 
_ W.It 'lUI IIQ( ill , .lIcr.! ~fc ,mQIl" (heta, ~d Ih,'li b;IJ f;u;:ud. . ... (; 

~ ,2 - 'llIi 
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one body, and compof~d a 1!oti6n or .fIott. In the LETTE& 
!lew community, which gencnUy formed a kind of ~ 
rude rtpubJit, fome m211 of fuperior fagacity in council. 
or fuperior prOWert in war, never failed to acquiu the 
.rcendant. and when thore I..!.ualities happened to be 
combined in the fame perfon, he W'OI.$ nOlonly inttufted 
-with the 'command of the forces of the frate , but took 
the lead in <I II public de1iber.ttions. With or without 
the forms of eleCtion, he was conftitutcd chief magif-
ttate, and captain-general for life. A porrion of the 
refpc8: for the father was neccifarily transferred to the 
fon. H e u(u3l1y poifdred the (:tme elevated. fbtion l e 9 , 

With office, wealth amI influence ltccumulated, and 
chief magiftracy became hereditary lIO, 'l'hu~ was one 
family raifed above others, and lIWmrtD, gradually 
l ounded. 

\VHEN mon;uchy ;~:l.S ellabli/hecl in JEgypt, or by 
what means Menes acq uired dIe foverdgnty of that an~ 
cient kingdom, Jliftory has not infprmed us : nor do we 
l"now with any degree of certain.ty, the age ill which 
he reigned "' , We 3r< only told, that befide impof_ 
ing upon the .£gypti:ms 'the renraintll of law, anu tile 
offices of religion .... , he diverted the courre of the 
Nile, which had hitherto w:r.fhed lhe foot of the fandy 

mOU:l_ 

109· VJd. Polyh lib. vi. EIctrpt. 1. "Tb~ peopk." r.,.. thi. rro.. 
• fOulld politlciuJ ... not only coofil'm thefe le:uien ill the poIl'diioo of 

01 the pow.:" 10 which u.c-r have ~II ualtcd, hul prtf~rl'l: it to Ihtir 
" childmi I bting pcrflWkd thaI dwi'e. who h~", r«c:i-' me; r birth 
.. and edutation from iJ.lulhioll' F llt ..... ilI refcmble thern." Id. ibid. 

110. Polyb. ubi fup. II t . The .tip of Mme.;1 COlIl· 
mooly pl&c:cd by n.oocrn chronolO(t'" tbout nco yean before the 
Cbrillw. zra. But the JEgyptilln ch""noio,;r. until the rdgn .,! 
Pf'l.mrnitithlll, iI a Il\c,e ch_ ; and ,II 'Imnpu.~ t1ucidau- it hn. 
hithm:o proved il-uitkf .. 

In, It wu rderrcd for modern fccplid{m to t2U ill '1uc:llio'l tbe 
~«D',.,. conll<:l'ion bet.!"un rdiZ;" .nd p"'m"""", iUld r.h(· 'I IIIt;lrY 
~n~nu of ~c fon..,. "PO" mon.l !,,"dutt. All aIIcknt lcgin~tO" 
*tcnt'ln't rcl'l:' ion with Ultir civil and po!itira! iIIltit~ti"nl; :lnd r.h~ 

D i phik::-



PART'. 
I ..... ...-=-' 

. ' 

, 
, 
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ZJlountains on the frontiers of Libya "'; founded 
Memphis, within the COlmer bed of tlle river; and 
buil~ the magnificent temple of Vulcan, in that city l'~. 

THE hiftory of Egypt. from., the reign of Menes t • . 
that of Sefoftris. is involved in impenetrable obfcurity. 
Du; ing this long, 2nd dark period, is fuppofed to have 
h2ppcned the irruption of the EaCtem, o~ Arabian 
~etdfmenJ U..:.sous, or King·poflors; an event which 
has afforded modern antiquarians 2nd chronologeu 

philofophen.n:eommmdtd iI, u the l!'\Ie bali. of 1egiilmDn. Even 
(ueh al bdit'l'cd il to be of hllm.&n InYClltiOll, ret .drnittOl! ita utility. or 
thi. we hive.. fl'mubble ill/lantc, in the Ca. ... oua Cnogmtnt of the 

.theini",,! Critiu. .. When the kWI had rc:ftnined LII OpeD yWb.tioa 

.. of right:" fa,. he, .. Irn'n fd "pon oontMYlA, how fmtlIJ to IfUImI 

.. othen. And u.en it W M, all I fUi'pofe, fome cllnning politiciJIQ, weU 

.. ~rfed in tru, lnowledge o[ mankind, count.uworW thi. ·ddip, b, 
.. the ,,",,,,,-flu of a f, ;.d,f, Ih.t wMU hold w idtd .... i ........ ; e'leo 
.. when ,bout to fay. or thirtk', or ad iU ill ,~. And thil \\'1II11O 
.. bring in the hlft) of • GJ; whom he taught to be immortal. of .... 
.. finite k.no", !~die, lod of , nature t .... n{ct:ldtntly c,.tdknt. Tbia 
.. God, he told them, could b.4~ andf .. '''CfY thing raid and done i? 
.. mort;.." Mre below; nor could tlu: fir} < __ IIi .. o[ the..,t /""" 
• ..,kUi!:-ifi Lc ,O/tu:.:J/ __ Hi., of ""hore IUIl ure ~~""'""i' waJ the 

• Yay off-•. 
.. !n order to add I,,", to Tr:.~'_' for the Goda," proceed. Cri~ 

.. OUT politie:iat, rl id th", inhabited that pb.o:e, whue fw ifl oorl"\lfcatioA, 
• ..r m k.indlcQ met..".., Iccolnpanied with horrid hwilo of thunder, 
• nUl W OIIgh tM ftany vults of heaven; the beautiful uet_work. of 
.. tht .... ife oldllrchited Time !-whcrethe tonfocioted troop ollbiain, 
.. .:roo pc,CWm tbeir rtll:ubr and bea igoon. rc'l1llut;OctI, and whence 

.. . n:frdhinll: Jbl)t"cn dncmd to {IIUrate the thirtl, unh.. Stu:b "·af 
.. \he habitation he ,-.ffi3ncd lO the God.: • place moft proper for the 
" ·c!Uch'rge of thei: fu ntliOfl !-L'Id fJlcb the tn...-, he ~ tG * 
.. pree. f,:crcnnifchid. llliIe diforder ;0 the fccd., give 1»,., r.ir plly, 

.. ud ;.~ RtliV-,[. "trtf"" 100 I/" M"l'jI,ak." Fn,. Critiu, ' p, 
Sell. Empcm. AJ __ j. Pt.,J. eap, i .. rea.. li'l, 

11J . Hcrodot lll, \.ib. ii. tap. u. 11-4- Id. ibid. Thi. tCfnpk. 
adorned with por1kOf aad natutll, by the piety Ind 1JIuniJitcntc of 
(ucc:e~d;ng monanlll, :u we th.ill line ,,",dion to f«, wa.1J!e moll 
fnpttb 1'D00UIIlCllt of fupe-ri\itioll ;n ~.p"Pt; ( Hcrodot-lib. u. ~,) 
but IIJ1ti'lwl, hal Ittt \W n.o del"t~ptio~ of i~ •• 
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IU great field for (peculation and (onjefiure. Tbd'c LET'I"U 
L rude in'faders a~ (aid to have conquered all Lower ~ J 

~nd Middle lEgypt, to hayc eftablifhcd their domi. 
nion at Memphis, and to have maintained it with an 
iron fceptre for two hundred and 6fty~nlnc yean lit; 
aft~r which, their power being broken by a king of. 
Tht:bais, or Higher Egypt, they retired, according to' 
treaty. 'with their' families and goods, and fetded ill 
the country afterwards, known by the name of"PjIef. 
tine, where they b\l.ilt the city of Jerufalem "'. 

BUT this Gogular inv:llion, Up'oR which fo much 
learning has been wafted, I {hall forbear to nnk 
among the revolutions of ancient ..£gypJ; Dot merely 
becaufe no notice is taken of it, by Herodotus or Dio· 
darus, but becau(c the p:dfage in which it is related 
«(aid to be extra8ed from Manetho) beOirs {irong marks, 
oUorgt:ry. 'fru.t palTage is profeff"edly quoted by Jo
fephus to thew the antiquity of his o.wn IUtion, :lnd 
ob"iouily to induce a belief, that the King-patlon 
were the lfraclites. H e declares he tranfcri~d it faith· .. 
fully from the .$gyptian hifiori:m; but it is impoffihlc 
to give him credit for his alTertio!\. For the pretendt:d 
Manetho not only fa ys, that the King-pailors, after 
their departure from. JEgypt, took polTeffion of PaleC
tine ; but, in order to render the ftory mOM applica
ble to the ancient countrymen of the Jewifh hHloriin. 
he obrerves, mat in books of great ' llUthority he nnd.' 
there pcopl~ dill.inguifbed by the name of Copli'l.lt Pof
tars "'. Admitting thE: eJ:tn£t, however, to be ge
nuine, notwithftallding thefe indications of it. being 
(puriow, it can but be confiderecl. at beft,. as a fabuC" 

11,1". Sir 101m Ma.r1Um, P«bouilll, fir Uiw:. Newt01lo Gl'SlffIo 

Bryut, &f. 116. Maa~th..p.joCfJ'h. CMI. 4"" .. lib. i. 

f11. Maalft.b .• p.joftpb. IIbi (uF. 

• D. lou • 
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lous account of the Jtftaft, ./ijflltrninl and tXIJdNJ of 
the Irraelites i which your lordihip will find very die. 
fere.llt1y relat~ in the books of Mofes u'. 

IN the obfcnre period, between Menes and Seror • 
tris. arc .placed the reigns of fi ve k in~, whore names 
were famo us in antiquity i Bufiris n. Orymandes, U · 
ehoreus, .lEgyptus, and Mreris. 

B USlRUJ 11. the eighth in defcent from the firJl of 
that name (commonly reprcfcnted a5 a crud tyrant), is 
{aid to hIve built, or much enlarsetl. the celebr.tted 
Egyptian-Thebes no I the chief city ill Higher .1Egypt. 
and the feat of the 6 rft ...Egyptian monarchs; which 
,",'as ana hundred Olld fo rty nadia, or (eventcen miles 

119· See G_ji" r.hap. II. et (eq. $.,0<1." paffim. CQllfmmlbk til 

th~ W",,:l0bS ru (he f:Lacd hiDQI'"j ~n, DlodofU5 arI;rm" That .J£gypt 
1,sd nc""r bem (oIlTlered, 1l111~r, by the JEtlli0I';IOI, bc:forc't (lib. 

Illiutd to th~ 'Puhn power; (.8,Ui0l6, lib, i. p. 4f. edit. ubi eil.) 
apd. hit tcll.ill l~Y iHQI'robol':lt~d by tile u3.rr~liY\: oC H~rodou ... (lib: • • it. iii. p.llilU.) I an. [eDfibL: Mr. EryJnt (./iMilf' of AJtri",,/ M"h ... 

6:" vol. iii.) Cndn-volln to ~1I0W new light 'upon thit fllbJdl; Uld 
!.h:u, in ronftquclI,e ,,(bi. tht'Ory of deriying aU Jearomg and ci.i. 
liJ1 fl'OlU the Gwb;t", ,>(, Ill.:lc ... rhl: J .... ;'. of Ihe. K;"g-t<r!cr. ocfol'O 
I ~e f9Ufldaiioll of the JF:gYl'li;I,n monarchy; m~kea r.hcm the builJ. 
cn nf the pynmidJ, the ,llifel'S of the obeliCh, :md of ;tU tM other 
tt\agnificclII wom In ;mac.)t ~gypt. Etll thi ' theory ;IU rom:.mic., 
IblOf n.lel {r-ff!l tb. G .... 11kI, .(li. i. Ii. paffim.) wb(l atttmpu 
tn p:ove. II "" the JEgyl>t ianl but" 'owed all their aru, learning. and 
C'V~n wir rdigi""', frOIl' the 1J~",f;I" I 

u g. OJ.lId. Sicljl. lih. i. p. ,, ~. Til. [:une hiftorian had btfore {lid, 
.hl dl~ founding of this city wu afrribcd to Oliri" the t~te1ar1 god, 
.... 01 Olle of the labllJoII' monarch. of the.}E"pti~n'; b .. ~ Ihn, on tbi. 
{'bj~, n')t brlIy 4;>redQl alll,han, bllt tb" Jliln'llli~1l rrMJ\a thcmfdvn 
'fI,ut. ,Jivi\k,d, (Diod. $iclIl.lih. i. p • ..J4.j I" I w!I1'd, the f~lIl1der of 
Th<be. "'011 (0 IIl1trly unknown, that hi. 'name had not heel! diftindly 
I,rd'tr""d. ~ ... = by tnr.ditioo. DiodOl"l" aft~nnTdl inlinlluet, (p. 79). 
th~t the Aifyptb nl'ntWf lIa!! , ny king II1Imed .B-.ft~;.. Slid! i . tilt: 
\on<tnllinry of !lli.ponicn of bil1oryt_ Yet he Iclia " , , ill a fllbfc:.. 
'in~llt bwlt ( lib. if.", :::5). that Hucu/Q, afcu he h>.4 killed An
c;a"P."l \OwH UJIO ./Ezypt, ~ud J!~ the rymlt Blliuj" 

.ad 
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:md a h'J.I.f ill circuit III. Th2.l ancient capital, ca.lIed 
latterly DiofpDiis , or " the city of [upiter," \lr.l$ diftin
gui!hed in orly times, for wealth and power, beyond 
.11 others knOW'l1 to the Greeks In. And its ruins, 
Ilnd hieroglyphicaJ infcnptiolls, continued long to al
teft its former greatne(s UJ. In Thebes ftooJ four 
'temples of fingular beauty, and aftonifhing m:lgni_ 
tilde I H i one of them being floove a mile and au half 
ill circumference u s. 

BUT of all the flrut\uft:s atThebe9, or in its neigh
bourhood, where the ruins of many grand building; 
are fiill to be fecn, the men fuperb W28 the maufo.
leum of Ofymandes all , This king is reported to have 
been a mighty wanlor Itf. To his exploits, however, 
:lS embdlifhed by .lEgyptian vanity, no aetlit can 'be 
given: nor un we admit the dcfcription of hia monu

ment, as tnnfcribed by Diodoru, from Heeat:eus, 
-among the number of hiftorical faeh ,n . We migllt 
as well ingraft into the page of hinory, wh:u is co
pied by tht: fame hiflorian from Ctciias, concerning 
the wonderful works of 6cmjr:ami& n, ; to whicli 
tbofe 3fcribed to Orymandes heu ;;t. ' fttiking Tefem. 
"Iance '10. 

-Ucno· 

UI. lei. ibid. In fpealing of ",i/u, I with it to k uDeierftood, th.It. 
I always mnn £.t'ift ,.iI .. ; :.nd, ;D like nlalilltr, Df ... n JOIlg mu· 
(1Il'O tf»nlllon 10 mootm mltlout., ",ukf~ wbdl pvtKIIWJ)' e,spreJftd. 

lU. H='. lJi.u,lib. iL .. cr. 381. J.lJ. Stubo, G"I'.lib. 
l\-'ii.. 1',8IS. 816. XlI(rt. A~...t.lib. ii. up. h. U4, Diod. 
Sitllllill. j. P.43. Uj. Id. ib. 116. Diod Sic. lib. i. 
fl· 4+ 127. hI. wid. uS. liccatll:1D, .p. Diod. Sio:, 
lib. i. p. 44. 4S. 46. IS? Clw.... ~ Oiod. Si~1I1. Jib, ii. P. 9], 
98. 99. tt ft<). 1)0. COlnpa~ Kccatll:II • .ond o.dW. I'bi fllpn.. 
l Obe cin:le DE «ttld, CII'IC cubit thick., "JUI 1i.11~~ wbiu in c;r>;Ufp. 
fermet . with whicq the t~b 01 OfytlWldu ill (aid Itt Iu1'C b«n 
furrollll<kd, it f~I:t':IoII litde crtdible:u!he Uuoothil1Jfr tM rock, 
tide: of Dl9lWt ~, two ,QlilQ i1I hdght, 011 which wu re-

,_"""" 

4' 
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UC HOa-EUS, the eighth de{cendant [romOfymande&, 
is {aid by Diodor .... to.have built Memphis'" i which. 
as I have related on the credit of H~tw, W2sf9und· 
cd byMenes. That Uchoreus gave to lhis city the form 
jA which it afterward a,ppeared, an4 -the magnificellce 
that nude it thenceforth become the feat of the E gy,p
tian monarchy J,\ for which its fitWotton was favour. 
able" may be weU beljeved ; and that ::irc,umflanee oc .. 
cafioned the gradual decline of Thebes l B . 

MJ::MPHlS was {eated on the wdtern (ide of the 
Nile ')4, twenty.two mile. III above the place, where 
that river divides itfelf into two great branches which 
form the Dt/fa oJe ; fo called from its triangular ligure, 
or rcfembl:mce to the fourth letter in the Greek alpha.. 
bet, and which comprehended the moft fertile part (If 
Lower JEgypt ' l1. This city, one hundred and fifty 
ll:adia 1 )1, or about nineteen miles in circumft.rence, 
was fecured on the fouth-flde by a ftrong rampart no, 
which (er"ed both for a dyke againft the inundation. 
of the Nile, and a bulwark to defend it, in cafe of the 
2pproach of an enemy I.... On all other fidl!S, it was 
fortified not only with walls, hut by,a large and deep, 
moat 14') which being, at all times, filled with W;1ter 
from the river, rendered the city in a manner irnpregw 
nablc 14 ' . Memphis was accordingly conlidm=:d as the 

1'urtnted the figIut of SclninrniJ, . ttended by two hQmd oJ her 
,auda; (ill. ibid.) to faJ IIOthillg of the ft ulptl<l'cd I.JId pain~d gli. 
lcrica, bJ :a people yet. ignGnnt of the arts of dcl!.gn, that nhlbitc.t 
the rlbulQ~ CGIUlud\ of B.a.-ia by Of'y=l!du, and !he libn? fonn._ 
ed Mare anT bocb bad heeD wriuen. 

131. Diod. SieuJ.1ih. i. p. ,,6. J31, Id.\ih. i. p. ",. 
I n. ld. ibid, 134· Hen>dDtIls, 1;b.1~ n p au.. ' 35. St rllhl:>, 
lib, nij. p. 807.- 1,16 Ill. ibid. ct Diot!. ' itld. lib.;, p..6-
Ijl. DiGd. 5icuL lib. i. p. 1\" 3<). JJB. lbid.lib. i. V.-
' 351' Id. ibld. . 140. Diod. Sicu1.lib. i . p. ,,6. 14'. td. 
A. i. p. <4 7. limML lib. i.i. Q,I' :ru", .'4J. ld. jb .... 

< 
key 
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~~y of the Nik, and the capital of .£cpt, till lM 
\ounding of Ale:undri:l ' 4l. 

FIVE miles north-weft oM1emphis 'H, flood the 
three famoui pyramids) or quadrangular towers. tha 
filled the ancient world with aftonifhment, and which 
('ontinue to excite the wonder of modem trav.elJen ld. 

Thefe immenfe mairea, wbich appear to have been in.: 
tended for fepuJchnl monumenUl, are built with flona 
oj an enormous fize piled upon one another in regub •• 
;OWS '.0 ; :md fa hard, and firmly c~mpaaed '47. that 
~ley have withftood the ra\"2gelO ot'timc, the reVolu.
tions of empires, and the force of tht elements, foe 
almon thr~ thoufand years 'd. The rClluted founders 
,?f thofe pyramids, I {hall afterwards have occafion to 

-tpF:lltion. 

THE. reign of Egyptus is rendered memonble br 
the flight of his brother D:maus '49; whore ,'oyage: 
into Greece with his daughters IS", [onns a rocmprable 

143. Djod. Skill, "bi (up. et Strabo, L'b. zyii. ,..107. 
144 8m"", lib. zwii. p. 80S, 
145. The firll:, and Jargdt pyrand, ;1 nn!' (;we nUllo.Imi fret ill 

"'J'~ndicu1ar height , fi% huDdred .nd fitty r~d rqu:are at tht b.fe. 
aad /izt.c:a/. u tho: top. (Gogua, fit, 0,;,. dU Arll, Ik~ et :lila:. cit.) 
The r...:ond pyramid, according to Grt'l.Tn, U of the fune dimcQ
fiDlU with !he lirft; but he did not ",tafnre it , .nd all 11tha- travcl~ 

len '(1'« tUt it il r",.lIer. The third pyramid ;. three hundred f~ 
{quare at tbe bare, .ud proponiowJly high with Ihe NO former'. 
Crn-..n py_U'X"'p;., palli",. 

14/l. Herodot. lib. W. cap. uziy. cUY. M.ilke., IhF,ill. it r J!o!h. 
p. a~_aSl. Edit. pan., 1135. 147. Herodo!, ubi flip. Stnbo. 
lib. n i,. po 808 • 

..... When the Egypti./I pyramid .. wrre built, ill lIot ultai.ly 
luIsI"JI ~ but, hom the nlati_ of nwdeta travelkn, tbe.y Cce.ln t. 
be ~dy U1 the fll$c ft." aJ .,.btu they wen"ric'Jrtd by Haodolll5o 
~~ '''0 thoufw 1'1110 hllll&td yean ago. 

' 41j1· ApoIlodonu., lib. il. p.61. Di04. Sinll U!>. .... p.~,. 
'So. HaQdow., llII. ii. up. dusiL. • • " .. 

• 

• 
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va in the hift.C)fYof Pdoponnefufl as I {hall bave oe .. 
calion to notice ' ''. JEgypWI, rt.1owned for his 
junice and beneficence, had tho: honour of giving 
to the venenble country over whi~h he ruled the 3p-
pellation of £t.JPl "\ by which it is frill known. 

TwELVE. rdgns after that of ft,gyptus, Mreris or 
M yria was ~ired to the thronl! ' ~J . H e built the 
grand portico on the north~fide of V ulean's temple at 
M emphis ' H j :md is CaM to have formed the .,,,ft lake 
that bore his name OSI . This b.ke is commonly nnked 
Jimong the cJ:traordinary works of the ancient £gyp~ 
tians. And jf artifici:a.l, it mu!1: have been hollowed 
at an 3m:lzing expenee, and by dle ma n. aftoniIhing 
dforu of labour; as we arc told, that it was fifty fa
\M.m'l. \~ d.t.?th, '21.,,\\ {~\\ .. \\~\\d. .. (!! 'I.'.'J! f1'(t'S U\;'la i.n 
circumference' le, It appears, however, to llavc been 

", ponly 

IJr. Stnbo,lib. y. p. ~U. "D. rii. r. i ll, ct lib . .. ill. p. l7I. 
I Sa- DiIlll.Si«Il.lib.i. p • • ,. 
tH. hl. ibid. III urJr tiniCi. U DiodorUl info:'m, til., the ..!I::.cTP

tAn. JWd ltC, t~(Ud 10 h~ituy ri,hl IIWI 10 the m-tue. or Ihtir 

ipnrogn. (BiIIi~b. lib. I. p. . , .); th~ bOdy of the prople l.cing 
" diN with the powo:.r of nlling 10 th~ thraoe, the pulon they 
dkemcd IXlOIl worth,. to reigo o"cr them (Id. ibid.). BUI 3ltn lhoi' 
aftiCCI of flate allK 10 be confiJwci (M I DIal1 hue O(aUon to fib.. 
(CTW). to '. etddi~tal anIJ militaty OJdtn, the CNlWJI fttlm 10 
hu'E b«IIl'lri&I,. haNiwy; aud ".11 tbC royallioc f3licd, the ~ 
drap " M ebo{cu 0l1t of OK of thok IWO ord.en, aDd b,. the ~ 
ben of thofc (lTdera e:r.dufiffi,.. Hmcc VIr. may dn.ot thdelmpon. 
apt (OIIciufiom, \lUI in this wdcnt kingdOlllo .. in .U othn flit", 
I~e J'l'opk orjgit!aUy pofI'dI'cd the pri"Ucgc of chufing their '""' 
chief m~gi/lr.llc i bUL that pri.jh andfoUiwl, onder ~"'mc of NIl ... 
,"""ually wreQcd the rightl of the people Irnm the<n: a ~ 
lI'hkh J Ibl!i ha Y\:: frat llCOI opponlYlilT tl> uanp1ifr l alld to lise ... , 
that ill rropomoD to thc...AI.uc whiU tbe people Ar.'tt: it! p"blle tJ· 
r3ira, the admin~ratiQD of p'UlIJIKIII it. nuy .... btft, mild or lIP" 
FcBiw, .nd ~ YtI:!cnted bcrcditary rolCCdlioa M-tun1l; Ituk r. 
drfpotilm. .... 

' 54· l'lerodllt. Jib. Ii. "p.o. Diod. &ieul.lib. i. p. 41. US. 101. ib. 
J,56. Htrodotu .. lib. Ii. cap. nlis. Diod. Siad.lib. i. p.41: Hero: . --. 
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partly the wor~ of nature, pamy of art ' $1 ; to N , C 
bttn hoDowed by the Nile, fic.fore the courfc of that 
r i"cr was divcrted by Menj=s, or by the fea, when ita 
waten covered all Lower .iEgypt ,j'. 

BUT in whatevet" ,manner the lake Mo::rj, W:lS oli ... 
gin:ally formed, it contributed gTt:ltly to the fertilitr 
of the furroWiding cQuntry. and. to the convenienc; 
of the people. Being C3pable of contming 01 prodigiou. 
quantity of W2ter, by reafon of its nil compafs and 
depth, it ferved tortteivr tllC fuperftus of the inundation. 
of tbeNilc, when that river rafe to too great an height" · , 
:and thereby prevented the .lands from being choa1r.ecl 
with mud, or the houfcs, in low fituations, (rom be
ing overftowed '''' ; while it fumilhed, during the 
fc:U'on of ebb, moifture to the (urrounding fields '.', 
For thfJe purportS a wide fiuicc, which WOlS opened 
Q,nd !hut 'U octalion required, admitled the W2ters of 
the Nile into the lake 101. ; and vllfioU8 canals convt:,.. 
ed them out of it, when necefi":lry, in different dirtc. 
tionl"·)' 

&ow .. not (atdfi~ ""'tn cakuluu., the dn_/w_r 01 thi. bke al (.-11 
.ow d.f-J fi" h-/nci /faJi ... in ... hkb Di~1 "If"" wjth him. 
(14 ibid.) ~ by Wily of Qplanaholl, tN.t iu~~fi"NfU -fo~ 
ftlNt_ ; and ., ... 10 the Iug"- of the .... <btJ, 1--1 if .lEV/4. ( H~wdol. 
lIbi (upn). St.rIOO don not e:olcubte the Cin:Umi'u<'DCf or the lake 
Nwri.; but he fly .. it _ Uh _[,. f .r •• pi, ..... and that iJ,_1I 

r1.-w "" J-u rf tit. _.. C .... l ib. J'lu. p.lo9. 
lSI. Stnbo, lib. nii. p. ~u. 
I j'. Th;' Wl eoa~ve forn» 111011 pnJnbk. ~ the bh M,",,,, 

a:uIllkA (u iato the Lib)'m JdeN, i.tI a w..ama d.i~aioo. bet.em 
tbc _awDI of Mcmpb;" and the MediWTSllnfl ita. Hcrodot. 
lib. ii tap. d IS9. Diod. SK'lIl lild 1'- .. 8. Strabo,lih. nii. 
P Ito. 160. Td. ibid. 161 . Stnbo, lib. ,.ii. p. 810, Su. 
161. Diod. SO"'\. el Stnbo., llhi fup. 

16,5. ld. ihl4 /r.«or.tiP&: to lhc: KC01LfIU of =odcrn trno;lkn, tbis 
'a).e iI now mudl d.i:ninil£led. WI fize, ~. might III.nkll npcdtd. 
r~t w t'UUI. (till rqoain; and Cf":un renl, ill ItnaeiJ:hlaovrboud, 
(_ UI 1.rI4iQII ~I iI; 1"' CoI'fI:\~" IJIllcb wtct. 

• Suos-
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SESOSTRU, or Sefoofis, the (mnth }Egyptian kill, 
af:er M~'rl,. {urpaJred all his rredecc!itors in great' 
:atchievernents ,~. He is fupporc:d by lir John Mar
{ham, and other thronologcrs. to be the Sh.i.frtak, of 
Serae, who plundered the temple of JerufaJem in the 
fifth year of the reign of Re'ho'boam ,e), And their 
eonjefture (eeins well founded '106, 

l64- Diod. SiCllL lib. i. p. 4\1. 165. 1 Ki.nr. ~h. l"il'.~. ~5, ~6. 

166. Til .. chronolocJ il pcdealy (ollfoI'tllJoW~ to tht r~cccllio.o. of 
e ight A::gyptiln k.ingw. ginll by I-krodotu<, rom &fufiri, to P{~m
Mit ichn>, the Ixginning r.f whore reig1l ;1 gt-ncully p!.~d by ehTo" 
.ologerl iii the iiI" hundred ~nd {e.ocnticth year bdl>f'e thc Chrifiilon"ra. 

Nn: doo it ,nterfett: wilh the fllbfcqUCDt n~mltion of thl 'fCltC'tUR 
hifiori:m, uolcft ill otiC particular; Ind, in thlt, he U ob"fioully in. 

cOIl!iacllt with himftlf; he f~r' (alldDiodorUi ~~a with him). Ihn 
P n,tcUI, tnc xcnnd fuccdfor oC Woftri ... rei,ncd in the ilinc of the 
Troj'o w~r. (Htrodot. Jib. jj. clp. aii. ft ftfl.) But in thif be ","ft. 
baye bem mirinforlMiI, o~ !IIi/bken Oft" .. ayor other; for the fISC 
kill::-. whole reign$,. in hil "i/\orr. merdy complete the p<'TiGd bo
I_ en l'Totew and PCantmilic"u," cOIIM not pollibJ,. make the reign 
.r Ihat prin~e ... Ceend ro high II the riff" of Troy. And "lila tir_ 
cum!tancea conJ"piu to lilt the ~igll of Sdoflr' , eo the "' ...... an"e af_ 
ii(ntd it. The dlllghten of Danau$, we are lold, fled from the fon. 
at Egyptu .. (Hcmdot. lib. ii. cap. chnzii.) NQW JEgypuu, I~ronl_ 
jog to Diodono .. lived twdn ~ign. be{ou M",ri, (/))61_&. lib. i. 
p. 47.): .nd Sdoftri . ... u the rc-v.-;":th king 1ft!!" Mwi.. ( l ind.. ~9. ) 
Thne nineteen (ucedion. C"ltInot ~ tDmrmed It Idt Ihn fin: hun. 
dl"td ,eats. Danlullnd hi, il.l.ughttn UTi ... ciI. in 01"««. loollt th,~ 
hundred ~an Wore the Trojan "'Ir (M~ .... 0" ... Ep. 18.) (oofe-

• 'lllcntly the uiga. or Sd"oftri. mllft ha~ bem two hund«d yean luct 
than !.hat ""."... :ll1d Dot abaTe a tiloW":wd yea~ Man the Ch.riiW.a .,. 

If ruther ugummt {bouid be dcemlld necerr",.,.. to pro ... e that tht: 
gmt Sc(~ "'" the ShiIh,,1r,. who pilb~d the l"""plc uf ]cruf~Icm, 
illId" look lway Ibe tt.:~lIret of the "lr.iog', hoWc,' · (.1 )tini'> ' bapo 
z;v, Vd". :6.) thq Irc rody. Hr:rodotw 'nInno. III, th2.t, in pillIinl 
tNou,h the SyriaD Pakninc, he flw I pillar fet lip by Sc(oftr;" ioa.. 
GIIliu, thu tb: ;nh2.bilanu h.d tlmcl., rv.bmiltcd 10 hint,," (Hero
dot, lib. jj. cap. m.) and ] oI"ephua own .. tn".t Rdlooo.m pcnni~ 
hit capital to be. CIIt!:rcd by ShiJh.U, without nriliug. blow ill iu do. 

.. felltt; U oreph.('O/It.Apian.Jlb. i.) ToCl"OWD the wb61e dillto!ed. 

" _";dena: r.a-cd hillory K~U 1IJoo !.hat u(u the nI1 f eu of ~ 
i . RdIoo 



ANCIENT EUROPE. 

Tn n politic and warlike monarch, whore reign 
torntS the ~ra of the military power ::and glory of the 
::ancient £gyptians, is filid to have prepared no lets 2n 

bbje8: for his ambition, than the conqueft of the 
world 10,. And 3n army of liz: hundred Utoufand in~ 
fanny, twenty-four thoufand cavalry, 211d feven and 
twenty thoufand armed chariots ,'', correfpondcd 
with the grandeur of Cud. an undertaking. 

HAV1NC put that rod\: body. or whatever might 
be his force, in motion, Sefoftris firft invaded lEthio. 
pia, which he conquered; impofing upon the inhabi
lants a tribute of gold, ebony, and i.,ory .~. He 

.. a..,hoboam, Sbilhak iUftr flf JEgrpt Clm~ up lpiatl Jrrut:.lcm. 

.. and took thl! fC!l«d cities of Judah. And Ik ,.,.,u -'"' w;"-t 
. , " • • &.~ tIM, .,,_ "';/6 IH.; the Lubiml, the SIIUi.ina, aud the 
• ~t/,;.p;.. .... " (1 ehrDn. ct..p. J.ii. Ytt. ~ . 3. 4. ) N01II' Iluodoili. 
alJ"~ u-. (lib, ii. c, eLl Thu " S'.l'J'lrU . u IN .. ., i£D;tin _ 
• • ~,,6"· who e .. er _, ... '" .£11m} ia , therefore. b, Qll ly (olllf!. 

.b'IC ~ bod,. of At'.""", in hi, -y. Tb4 LnhirM and Sukl;iinl.a 
'Were pt'Obably fonu: ohhofe Africul l:I..ti_. 'Wbom Sd"olbit" Cu d to 

han CO'tIql:l.UfO during hlttalha', lift-tinK (Dio!i. Siar.L lib.i. P. .,.) 
.And the rcope. of tIllI "'ered srraun Ibnr .. that thq WtR _ 

r!fMJ ".,ifM. (wellin l' the holt. of • nai¥bry eooqu~ror ... bote ~ 
aQd actmdanu were wit.hollC UWI'IW (, CIwto. ubi (liP.); all d ;4 th& 

'f"«:p 4£ ",hcrfe opt'r.l.tiOll' thC" kiu(dom. of Jnd:&b wat fnbdlled.. a4d. 
undue.! tribvtary 10 ~l1pt. 1 Ch... du.p. Pi. vcr. 8.9' 

,61, Diod. SKill lib. i . p .• ,. 
I6&. 14. p. So. The n\llflbcr 01 __ ". heft; namtioocd. (emu tt 

bnr an -..,..,.t "~I-'i .. to the ;~J_.t". BUI it ollght to be obIcned. 
~bdon wc' ~ DWdoru. 01 iII«mOOeDt1. thu ,wriAt ~Ured ilII 
war.Won: wfr-nt; (~t, 0rir.tht Arll. &C. put i. liT. Y. pat. 
h!.) -" cUt it _ Ioug bt.forc _I'; hor.: a ft, /'"t-rliH to iI'f
.,.". (Ibid. put i.i. Ii •. v. ebtlp. i. iii. ft part ill. Ii ..... Wlp. it) S .. 
,«ed butory. b~t • .milia 10 Sl>ilhak ~ ...... tMf--' t..rJ--. ~ 
_I, '-l..,l-WrooI'cbriotJ,. (, Gl_. d.~?- &ii. 'l"Cl'. ,S.) Hc:ro.iot"llt" 
i1cDt II ~o the: 1I\IIII.'ber, or qlltlily of tile f~ or Sefontil; bllt, U4 
all. othn hift"" .... fa ... (lib. ii. up. cil.) hit army "'u;_". 

16,l4. ibid. HcrodGt. (lib. ii. op. a.) and Suabo (lib, ui. p. ' 69·) 
.nil mendoa ,114 ~Gdl of ..£thlop;. by SdQIlril, tho\&sh 01111 ia 
pcn1 IUIIII. \ , 
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THE HISTORY or 
next built, on tlle Af;1bian gulf, a flt:ct of four hlUl" 
drtd (ail.; which drt;um.navigated the Arabian penin
(ula, while he entered Aua ..... ith his mighty haft ' 10• 

E"cry nation he attacked, in 'that ,'all: continent, {u~ 
mined to his power 171. We muft not, however he. 
I~'e. th::It he patrod not only the Euphntcs and Ti .. 
gris. but alfo the Indus and Ganges, and (ubdued 
:111 tlle intermediate countries ; extending his {way 

from the Mt!ditcrnne:m fea to the E::ftern ocean, and 
from the Nile and the Ganges to the 'fanais and Da· 
nube ' 1 ~ . Credibility is {brtled at (uch a fweep of 
conqueft; and ihe n3rrative of the 'venen.ble Herodo
tuS, whore authority, in reg:ud to the affairs of ancicl1t 
)Egypt, ought to be highly refpeCled '1), leads us to 
more moderation. He feems to confine the Aliatic 
conquefts of Scro'ftris to Arabia, Syria, and Alia Mi~ 
n Of m. And;lll ancit!nt hifto rians affign Scythia and 

r )'O. Diod. S;<:\II. lib I. p . .90. Hcrodot. Jib. ii. ~p, d .. 
1;1. Hcrodot.a, ubi rupn.. 

'fhraceJ 

17:l. Diod. SicuL lib. i.". SO. Dindorul keml to mvc been f:cte mi'

ltd by the vain tradit;Ol!.! of tho Ai:gypNn priclt. ; ",Iu), io his timt~ 
. I'pc:d' to hIVe C<lnfoulldud th. csploiD of Sefo!lri, with the myftial 

. dWbtUra of thdr llll.c'lary Goo. Oliri" Thi. fimibritr impofed PpGII 
tJoe rUt lir If,uc Newton, and m:adc him foududc-, lhar Oliril aDd 
kroftr;I "1'1'10 the r.me; (Newt. C6 .... p. l lll.) QI opW.cc. whlch hall 
bttn fully , ef"tc,d hT Dr. Warbllrton. ( IJi..w Ltzot-..t M~'i" boOk 
tv. (ta . v.) Mr. Brrant cOIllitten; &ronril 1':1 perfooage .. ideal at 

0 (,"" N". ,';1fi ... of A""'.' M,a,J. 'lot ii. 
~ 13. Herndotw, like Diodorul. R'«iuu hit-information from the ' 

N.,gyplian p<"idh ( Jrtj1.lib. ii .,a0inl ); bat th,. .£gptian rewrds, in 
h" tirn~, ~ I~rl <'m1'1lpze<i. For tbe: Ji::grpWDI, after their COlI I)o 
"'1' !lad ~cn fubjcBcd not onl1 to the P"rtilln , but t.> tlM<.Maa:dmuiIII 
.. nil It",,\HI fw:l,.. ~dt:I'I'nllJ'Cd lO ronMe Ihtanfclftl C(JI' the 10& of 
weir rOnl1tr jUwe'f Ind in~n.lencr, by nlanr labGlout rtbtiont of ~ 
the,r formel' ::r"I~r •• boIh in uu and arm" (Dt,,; .. ~,j.", lib.i.-. 
r.~. 1'., Jil:!ltlO \\le iautriut,:e obfrurity in whicb their hinO!")' i, ;" 
'fU~d. 7 

174. Htf'Odot ... , lilo. Ii. n p. cii. tiii. He indad conjcAIlrQ th.t 
~~iI 1t.I~ ~lntN. to Il¥ rion" PhaD.. at the ea1~ end or tip 

, ~ E~ 



ARCIEI'fT !l1R.OP!. 

Thr:lce 11') as the bounJarieJ; of 
./Egyptian conqueror in Europe. 

llie armi of the L.£TU'" 

• 

BUT wb:H~vcr migllt be tile extef1t df tHe conqueRs 
bf Sefoftris, It does not :tPpOf that he took efl-cE\.ual 
mea(urcs to prcfcTVe them, or that fht"y defcendcd fa 

his pofterity. His condull ..v.as very aiff'ererlt witli 
1"efpel't to his hereditlry (I.ominions. L3ying afid:e 
nil thoughts of war, after his return to lEgyPt, lIe 
employed that le:iure W11ich peace afi'orded Ilim, III (c
curing it againft invafion from Arabia and Syrh. by iL 
wall extending 3crofi the defert, its moll expofed fidc, 
from the city o( P«iufium, feared Jle:l r the eaft"ern 
mouth of the Nilc, to Hdiopoiis, or the Cir! if th, 
Sun no j which ftood :II liuJe below the prerent Gr.md 
Cairo, and where the majef\:ic r iver begins to divide 
itfelf into thofe ch:mncls. through 'which it enten the 
Mediterranean fea '77, 

ElIl ine fn, and theTC' left I (oiollY, "'hi~h pYe /,qinning 19 Ib~ 
kingdom of Colehi. (H~I. Flu ii. e~p jv. ) bcau(~ the: Co!chl:m. 
had dark ~ll'ks..ioll." rnnl~d 11""ir, aud urod lhe rit~ of cirromci6oll, 

in tlte! m:u' .... r or tltt iEgyPl'llIl (J.d. iMd.) Bill, OIl tit;, fubj ee, Itt 
tp("b .... ith dimdenct. And although Coleh!, '!'Pari til !J l n bem Q 

.t'!grpUln colony, hiflOt1" I ... kIf unccrtain whcn th .~ t:J·.otIT U"J' 

planted. It r.m,., hoWc.d- , to line 1o«n )!rior tf! the ArgOll3\lUC 
tlpCdit:on ; wid, cb,'fequ·uUT, ion, bd"~ the re'gn of Sefoftd", I.a 
cording to lhe chrm.ologr ..... hich I ha"~ f.ollo,,·cd, Ind abollt the tiJne 
of the j£grptian e\lu,,"~! ionl ioto Greece undcT Ctcrl:pl&nll. D~naul. 

17S' Thi. far and no rafther, rar. Herodoi.b. (lib. ii . ~p. ciii.). ti, • 
..t'!t:yli~u amlf (eem. to han ,..!".uced; Iud tli1Jdol"ll' (lib. i. p. S I.) 
couo"","", •• hi. tdlimoay. 

116. DioJ Sled Jilt. i. p' 5'3.· 
117. The.r- dWlI1d ... or JtIO\Ithl ot the: Nile, are cdcbrwa 

both In , " ritut hiJlUl"J" and poetry; but HcrodO\ul (lib. Ii. cap. ui •. ) 
"""tiol;ll only rH, two 01 .... hicb wue mHki.al, !lId 1\0 1I,,,.,re tfuw 
Il~ .. ;pblc ean.II \ (l il. ibid.) 111 ucowu that aIRa ptlfc~H, " 'ith ths 
n:bti.cA. or ~11 tRnlkrll. 
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10:01 was this the only care vi Sefollris. Bcfide 
nlallY works of piety aod ofientation J temples 11', 
obelifk, '19, ~l1d cololTeal ftatues no, on which he had 
'the glory to fay 11!J nativt 1a/lOIi,·td, they being all erea ... 
ed by the captives he had. led in triumph '", he made 
lEgrPt be interfelled by an additional number of ca. 
f!-al s, communicating with the ftream of the Nile, and 
widely dil1:ributing its healthful and fruCl:ifying wa .. 
tets .h ; while he rcmo\'ed to higher lituations fuch 
towns as were liable to injury from the annual flux of 
that river l iJ . . 

T HES£ illul1:rious Jabours, and the' "«'ealth acquired 
by conquefi, with wbich this magni6cent monarch 
had ellfiched his n:l tivc kingdom ..< 14, rendered 
the name of Sefoftris long- dear to tiLe lEgyptians t 
, ... ho conlidered him as the gt"eateft king that had ever 
Teigned,' even after they were fubjeCl:ed to the Perfiart 
fway 115 . Nor had he negleCt-ed to perpet-uate bis fame 
among fore ign natiom • • Wherever, in ule courfe of 

17S .. He iJ ~;d to have hlliJt in eath ef the "Me! cidel or .1£ml, 
II Irn\p\e to ihe goo thu wu peculiar!, attlrt:d lhde. Dfod. Skul. 
lib. i. P.5'. 

119. &:Mlris encied ",,'0 obdilkll, r;oc:h ODC hllOdnd ~Dd twenty 
cubiti higbl (Dioo. Situl.lib: i. p. 53.), with. hieroglyPhic:!.1 Whip
tiOnl nh.ihiling the cncllt of his eOI1'i"db, the o,mollm of hi. rn'¢
Ttnueo, and the nUOlbr~ IIf the l13tionl he Ib.d nD'Iuilhed . (W. ibid.) 
T~e .i£gyptian alK'liikA, the moll eunordinary monumellt. of :&no 

u'luitr, were fq,lIa", pill,," rompo6!d or one none, Icnninuing in II • 
point, The granite: of whil:h th..., ""cre formed was fouod io tho:
mouOtainl of SJt~, in H igher JEgyrt (Pliny. lib. uzvi. np. viii.)' 
whence the ilDmen(c blO(o we", rooveycd.!iy ,"1(1", to the placrs· 
'"" h~ff: they we", to be e~ded. CaJu:en~ ' po Plit:. lib. nnj. c. a . 

I Sa. Bd"o« the r::nple of VQI~n. Sdbftrn erctled !ix or thor. 
{btu ... ; tw O tiC Ibil'f)'. fil ,ubits in htight. rep1'dellting hilnfdf and 
hia wife; UId four twenty Cllbin high each, ~t.iag hb four· 
(<ino. lIerodot.Ii,b. ii. up. ex. Diad, Skul.lib. i. P.53 . 

18 1, Dilld. Sieu!. lib. i. p. j~, Herodot.lib, ii. np.viii. 
/' rb. Huoc\otlu, lIbi fupra. 183. Diad. Sicul.lib. ;. p. ;1.' 

/" 184. !d. lib. i . p, j 10 18i, HertIdol1lt, h'b. ii, up. [So/' 

/ Diod. Skll!. lib, i: p, 54. 

6 
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ius conqueRs, he fouod a People; who nrenuQuO, de
fended their liberties, lie had onlered :li pillar to be 
ered:ed, with :m infcription dc=cJatlng his name and 
Country, aud that he had fubdued them by his forces "C>. 
And on the pillars fet up in thofe diftrich, he ordered 
aIro, f.1YS D iodorus j the fculptured figUre of the male 
polTti of generation to be added, in tdtimony of the 
cournge of the inhabitallts,111. But where a nation 
had mdnly fubmitted to him, without haurding a j 
battle, he commanded to be carved; along with the 
bfua! Infcriptlon, the genitaJ parts of :1 woman. od. 
:ruch pillar, as a memorial of dIcit cowardice .... 

IN fome countries, SeCeftTis I1kewife ordered his 
own fratue, in n ode, to lie erell:ed ;. holding a bow ill 
the Jeft hand, a javelin in the right, and omerwife 
armed after the lEgyptian and ..£dliopian manner, with 
a belt drawn aC1'ofs the breaft from fuoulder to iliould ... 
cr "9; on which was engraved in the SacrtJ Leturs 
of lEgpyt '-"', an infcrlptlon purporting, that he had 

obtained 

, lib .• HerVdot. la.. il. cap. cii. Ilioctoni, hu pnf'erttd • more 
pompoUf infcription., to tlu: (ollo"WI purport :-" Sefollril, king of 
.. itinr, ~nd lord of lord., ccinqucrtd wil n:pll br hif ~"nO&." Diod. 
!licnL lib. i. P.5 1. 

J87. Diad. $iciU. lib. i. p. S'. IS!. Herodot. ct Di..t Sintl. 
bbi Cup. 189. Jifrodotla, lib. ii. (liP, ,,,i. 

190- lIkm. ibid. TbeCe SMr/4 Ltll(TI', i crilrdin( 10 Dr. Warbul'
,tQu, wue ~ moll pc.rfdn..illd of Hi.r'.r,pI>j.,; fnm.c.d io th~ pro
It'" CrGlll Pln"r_rir .. ~ to the iD'fCDtioo of .Alp~k Cb.-"a",; 
(DifliH utt:IiM oj' Mof", boob .... f,,1. i • . ) &Ad -fltr-o'" ~d by th" 
pri-Jt aa ~ wi/ , .... thdT .,pul, ... "i~r, .. they md f-t, beal em 
ployed, {,y all orden of men, in re<:ordill( peral tnd'2aiom, till" 

"~ut or. !!'Iot'e int.o:Uigible mdde ot writini' ( Id. ,!»d.) They co~ 
tintu:u al(o to be ufed, aIlu t~ inllelltiOIl bl alphAbetic chanu!ler .. 
on II! pullli, monument. of fume; (W.rbolll1on., ubi fup ) fo that the 
bin"'flf,,",'''' ¥ri/hH. 00 the, tlatllCl aDd ~ of SclOJhit pto\'t" 

P01hinl in (nOM of tlu: Ili.(h antiqu.ity 0( tbI.l monar<h. • 
Thefe oW'ltI"Rtion ... while tiler WIlAnu: oW' fuhjed, .. ill fer'ft 'C,. 

nBifr I. CGmlllOn mi!blu: &mOIl' the lear .. ~; .. 11m: 1ti'''''~J 
-. ~c"' -fhd bi r .4!1111'M ,rit/h, UI order 10 tf/llt'lM their_I 

;& ~ "/I'i*'tIAJ 

l. ... 
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obtained, by his perlOnal prowefs, the terri tory in 
which the (btues ROod 10', H erodotus {:nv two of 
thefe ftatues in Alia Minor; onc between Ephefus and 
Phoca!a, 2nd another between Sardis and Smyrna ' 9~ ; 
each fix feet and three inches in height I U. 

I N confequenceof the public works of Se(oftris, 2Egypt 
attained an higher degree of profperity and population, 
than it had known in any former period ' ~.. For he 
not only f~rtilized dle country, and fu pplied the inhaw 
bitants with drink for thcmfclves and their cattle, by 
conveying the waters of the Nile, at all times, to the par t' 
mon dill.ant from it ,g l , 'but cut navigable canals from 

• ··ft;"'". ~ftt; the "" ef Atp$aMi .. ...".;H.g wul_~ tnd;rntlifttl;" 
whCTUI they WCT" OIIty .. ft~ge. all alreidy obf!:n'cd, iu tbe rrogrtr. 
tOWlird th;l,t an, .~ afterward need [or pMtjeullr putpofct. Far 
thi. di(coycrr. the wodd u iwkb,cd to the I~tc Dr. Willi.un War_ 
LunoD, btrcrlJ bilbop of Gloucdlcr; who ulLiu:d the mor. profound 

erudition to Il penetrating ~nin., 
' 9" Uuodotua, lib. ii, cap. (~i. ' 9l. l ei. Tbid. 
J93. Herodat-. ubi fup. Diodoru, I;.y' thefe tbtl~e. were tn4 reo 

prefeDutioDlor the ,.., ..... 1 ftllture of Sdollris, and feTCJI leet hIgh. 
'JI~j."j. lib i . p, Sf.) But h£ does DOC tcll UI whence he ~ hit 
information, HerodOlui Caw the Ratues,!-'ld probably me:afllred theIn. 

19" .i£mt, ill ito highc:ft pro{pttity. il {aid to have contaiued. 
ceCil thollfll1J(\ ·eitia and ronfiderablc ~illagCl, and {enD .uJ1i0fti 01 i~ 
habiwtI; (Dioo. 'jaU. lib. i. p. :l1.) a number byao meuu intTco 
dible. (ollfidering !he high cuttinc.ioo. and (crtilil'J' ol the ctI'IU)l1y. 

~fallJ rca!olll Inly be Ilfligued. why}I!grpC il DOW 1ft. fenile thaD 
in)l1H:~nt ti~ 1 he Nile no \OIl~f briDr doown from. £thiopia that 
rich bl:>dt mud and flime. which (onnerly t..ttCDcd u.c bD4a; (tkro. 
dot. lib. ii, cil> .• ii. et Ie .. , Diod. sicul. lili. i . p. 30, Str,bo, lib. xv. 
P. 695. Plin. Hiji. Nul, lib. niH. ap, rni, xviii.) IDd onl, 11 lin.dl 
quauc.ity of red. earth, of an inferior quality, ClIC'b I. cornpofa itl 

1:t:ulD. (Gnngn. Y"J"l • •• Aioi*. p, 10. Sh""'1 'Tnwb. vo1.1i. 
pI18S .) Nor iI the Cl>IIlltry lOy wbc..e fo perfed1y tulti"tated, or to 
(llch III "Unt all UDd.U itl .ndem moulfcba. (Mllilld. D1'trlpl ,. 
I'A~., Ittt. i . i".) Yo:t, enn IUldcr Tw-killl dtrpotum, Maillet com.. 

'p~tc't th~t £rrpt m.y eol1tai~ (our miliiOll' of peopl.:. ( D<j.ri", kn.i, ) 

/

" il 1<'JItiellUll rdidrd 10llg It Grind Cairo, at 'rC!lch o;ou!lIl. 
'9S . Herod. ... tllt. lib. ii, <:.:Ip. c'I'lii. .. 

. • • [ the --
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dte rim' to the chief cito below Memphis, for the be~ 
neSt of i.o.land commerce, and banked thofe citic. 
againft the annual inundations ,,0 J fo thott Lower 
B.gypt, during the high~ flow of the Nile, to ufe or. 

fnnile of Herodotus, refcmblcs the lEgen fea, crowned 
with its ca!Ued iUands 191, And during the feaCoD of 
ebb, it prcfented, and ftill olfers the moll: delightful 
fpell:aclc that human imagination can conceive ~ rich 
field. of com, aU kinds of fruit and flowers, and herd. 
1100 flocks feeding in luxuriant pafiures I,t i while {hips 

of butden in the river, :m(l barges on the anals. can. 
YeT in various direCtions the produce of induftry, and 
the meallB of plenty. under a (erent and doudler8 t YI 
gelli~U1 warmed with the beams of the fun 19'. 

196. Diod Sintl. lib. i . p. sa. 
197. Herodot. lib. ii. cap. ilcYii. Diodonu. who trl1Ut ufc 01 tbe 

tamt. comparifrm, _ Qot ignor:tnt thu the Nile bat itt [(lUm= in tho; 
1tlQIUI~1tII of ~ophia> and tht ito AUIiUlil I inUllGaUIIJI' a.K occa.fi. 
OlIed by the Tropical ninL (BilJHlh. hll. 1. p. )9. edic. R.h~ 
man. ubi dt. ihnO"f . • 60.4-) The Nile ~liD' til Tire a.bOllt the aid oI 
April; but the {wdl is not eonliderablc: till after the {wrnner:(olflkt. 
'(Herooox. lib. ii. CIIi'.:tiL Diod. Sicul. lib. j. p. J~. PHn. H!I. NId. 
lib. Y. tap. ix. lib. ,,,;jt. np. xviii.) According to andellt author., it 
contill\ltd to inm:are till the aIItWllDa.1 equinOl"; (id. ibid.) but the 
moll a.ccun.t.e mockrll obfcr'fUI d«bre, tht.t it ufu,Uy J.!uiDt il' 

~ height hy the middle eI AUgu.ll. (PtlCocb, Dtf",i"." tht hI • 
... oL i. p. ~ ~w·. 7,...,.", p. )8). Mailkt. Ikjmpl. tJ.1' '" '}fr, 
lett. ir.) Dr the firll 01 NO'fcmber the inUlidatillJl hu {ubli<:kd; the 

• buibuld .. = Ibm JftPIfttheww.for \M. ~cption or the f,:ed\ {a.ud. 
cit. ubi (up.) md rap their JandI; ia Mardi and April. Id. ibid. 

Jill. Dilild. snl. I>b. i . p. J:l. Maillet, INfrriJI.ld AJDPU. ku. 11:. 
A:ppt is br no mc&I» mteDfclJ bot durillg our winta' {aCOIl. H clKCl 
it produce. many rtuitsfcidclm {lIIUIId in (11th ,. wnthcm latitude. 
oli..-et, gnpn, pnt;h«, &te. (Id. ibid. t> Sllrbo, lib. nli. p. 809.) 
M4 d~ tht: rlllllalCl' _tb. it iI rd'rdI'.M. by t~ inUftOiatiOIi pl 
tbt NiJc~ tbe gmt IOvrce of' iu fubCequ( ut {cnilirj, .nd. the Clufe o( 
ttw cI«p ftI'dulc ftlf which it. iI diAinguiJbed btJoad &1.1 rhc nei'''-
1IcnuiDg toU.Dtrks. 

•• - . iO_ 

111- DicQ, Situl. Ub. 1. P.SS. N'ailkc, J),ftriJl, dlfAD/*.lcn. ii. 1 " Tt_' ____ _ 



" 'l' II ~ U1 A 1.\0 It T 0'1' 
"A~T 1. 'ROM ~e' ~Il. ot Sefcf\ri~1 to the intt: ... qn1ur~ 
... ~ , that preceded the clcl'!l.tiqn pf Pwumitic:hus, we havo 

a regular fucctffion of ~yptian kings~OO ~ 'but , thei, 
reigns aiT~d few impoftan~ ev~t~ • . . . 

PHE1l.0N, the fon ana f~c,~fror of Sef6ftris, underl! 
took no military enterprife; OP1 •• w:-.u he the autbQl' of 
any, civil infiitution. )Jut having been afBiactl with 

the lors of ~8 fight, ~hich was refl:ored in a 'mifoc~ous. 
tnl nner, be dedicat¢ m~ny .offer~n·g& in a11 ~e tem, 
pIes of 1Egypt, !J;! ~titude t~ the ~ for his.reco, 
~ery ~o. j and, tq perpetuate 'the memory of that e'cpt; 
he ercaed~ in .the Timple o/'tht Sun a~ Heliopol~S; t:wQ 

p~iJks, each ont hundred cu~its high, all~ 'ciglit CUj 
~its f~uare a~ the ~afe "0., . 
T he Nne iilt ..J,l pm~ nl yipbk II high u t~e uta.raa,., o,!\hcJro~ 
t~ ... of ..Ethiopia, and .bout lU hundred milet (roOl \.l1t f~ ; where, rap 
Diodorll', ( lib. \. P. '18.) the "'"4tt~ nl1l1 ... i~ the \"piditJ of an m O"Wf 
{bot from a bow ; -.nd being 'd&ihed 19ainll roc~l, lUI d fo~d batk~ 

whirb~ !":\gel, ~Dd fOIJlll. in 3 rnallller lerrib!e, to behold. Id. ibid. 
~ !hi. fl!tccffion j, furnithed by H erodolul; w~o, " I h'~ 

~ready~had oecali~ 10 obferv~. ~clTcd 'betl er m~ of inforl\l&tiOl\ 

thin any fubfc'luem writer. T o ~oe ~OOI Conpcrl1 ofl"~"d. ill fap
pon or Ihi. opinion. 1 ~1 :\.dd, that Coo" !It.- ~ p"rIi&l) fOn'l~ 
l:fcroclotlP O'I'1'llIed lhnlllgh )E81P'O and held Ionr difoourCa "'itt. 
L'Ic prieib; ",·ho wc~e cnu,Uled wWi dle)Ueping of the archi'ft, of 
the kingdom, and fcnn to ha1.e llifcldfi<\ to him their mull imponan\ 
{("leu; (HC/'Odot. lilt. it pa0i1l'\.) .."d !,hllt if !hc ...t:gyptil n m(ll"~ 
had CuJfetcd. iojury [nun ~ nie ~e Cambyen IV inn ~he tcmpJa 
wiln'!' they ~ k~l'l . m Ullolj' might I~ rllpply the dc£dl. Bu~ 
after thoCe reconh had h«.p {~, aJ¥l ci.~ied plfby Ofder 'of Darillt ~ 
Pocb,u.. or .'\~!'&eJI Ill. (Diad. Sieu!. lib. ¥vi. p. «8, 44?- ,,"o\. ii. 
edit. ~hodomau. ljbi rit ) ~ 4.gypu..~ ~et;)fe1~e. m~D. have b«Olnll 

in a gmat m~;oCurc iguonnt of the h iq,ory or their 0"'11 COUntry; II I 
{ball al'tentVd hne oculion to /hew, whcq l'tmt of the l~izu~ or 
th t ' l carlb. . F;ill'~ rc:cordl 'l"'cre forged by pridluaft &Dd unil J; .. d 

r '. ,. . 
from tilde, it aPfSi.'lI .... the b hlolll' dy~ or ~ctho l"frc: c~ 
poled. Na, eould the judiciow. DiqtlCItWI. "'iib Uu: utmoll ;ul [Of /oth, :h"'r' d~ted t h~ dclll Cicn. ~ . 

. "',. fI"""""' lib." gr. ai, " (" ld. ihi~ 
PHEP.O~ 
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A Jl Cl &IfT J: UIlOP E. 

PH£I. ~N was fucceeded in the .£gyptian throne by 
Cetes, to whom the Gt-eeb gave the name of Pro
:til; .OJ; becaufe he was {aid to transform himCeif into 

a variety of fhapes. This 6 .ble teems to hast had its 
origin in:1 lingular 4;u/lom, which ~fterw:lfds became 
common to the JEgyptian monarchs. TItey wore upon 
tbeir heads, as a fign of their royalty, and in order to 
infpirc their people with fuperftitious vencr:ltion, the 
figure of a lion, a bull, or a dngon U4. Cetts, th~ au_ 
thor of this ~ullom, is reponed to have been deeply 
frilled in the arts <ind tCienees tOJ ; aOd divine honours 
were paid him, after his deafh; in an elegant templc, 
ereCl:e4 ~o the fO,l.!-th of dlat of V u~anJ at l\fcm~ 
phis too. 

RUAM PSlNITIJS, the f\J.ccerr~r or ~tes or Proteus,t 
added a magnificent portico to the wefteru fide of the 
temple of Vulcan, and fet up two ft~tue& ~fore the 
front of tllC building, each twenty-five cubits high a01, 

He was a wife and juft prince ; fo that lEgypt, during 
his reign, greatly t10urifhtd in plenty, and enjoyed, :I~ 
hitherto, the equitable adminiftration of her wllolefome 
Jaws 1 0', He is fuid to have deCcenderl, while ~Iive, tq 
f.he habitationi of the dead j where playing 3t dice with . . 
Ceres. he fometimcs won, and fomcti~& loft: '09 ; by 

~3. Herodotus, lib. ii. c~p. aii. Dol><!. Siru).lib. i. p. $6. 
~. Dioct..&icu1.lib. i. p . .16. ~o.s. Id. ibid. 
~06. Herodotul, Jib. ii. ClIp. aii. I ffnncrly Caid, tltat ,hi, Y<:flCU

ble hiftorial! mlll1 b .. c hnc &«n:nilinfotmllll in rtfJ'"C'a 10 the r~ign 
ot Pn».~. OlJu:rwifc he would nO\" h;l.\'e l;becd it fa hiZh a. the Tro
jan Wit; :md the UCOWlt which be &:iVft of thlt war, (lil!. ii . np. 
e,iii-a:!;.) OD the credn of Ib~ ..t:gypti:m pridk. thew. tbe ,.,ho!c 
WIOI a fab~ ~jrcd by tlmfc fU1"(d Iior-. in O\"dtt to mit the 'ha ... dcq 
ot Ibcir own lIation; to maintain in dail~' ttl fupcrior lUlu'luily. and 
10 rcrnminnc upoc the GI"I.~k •• 0\ 1.0 lIcclIl"cd tise "'iYpuall, of offaing 
IlIun~ [ac.ilicc," 

~o-7.·1d. lib. ii. car. {"ui. ~oB. Hctodolut, lib. ii " 
Ch;V. 11(;9. 16. lib. 'j, up. aJii. 

L...--_l which 
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.... ~ T " w.hich we ollght perh.ps to underfbnd, that gaul and 
.... ~ wit are blmd(d in ail bUlJla" 'Qrrditi~,lS, alld that evell 

Ulejujl and wife cann()t expect in lll i ~ world., an 'mill" 
I;:,./lpud I"UH pi focufi : And Gercs at< his pep:murc, 
,...-c :lre tpld, prefepted him with ;L golden mantle m, 

' il-~ a mark of hel' favour, no pouqc, bec31.jfe of his llttel}
tioll to agric~tur~, by 'which ~lY pl~nty cilil ~ pr~ 
~ured, aJ!.4 ~~ bl~(fulgS ~f £ivjllife pr~ren'.ed: 

T HE 1£8),Ptil'lIls annually hel4 a (olemq fel\..ivOI lj [rorq 
,he ~!lY ~f fhy ~efcent of Rhampfinitus, to that of hi$ 
tcafcenfion In. Here J:2eroda a ~ s tak~s pccafipn to in,; 
form us. that the Egyptians believed the fovereigq 
power, in the nate of the dead, was excrcifed by Cere:; 
and Bac~hus 2" J or J!is and Ofi ris "}; ansi that they 
were the firrt peoIfic. who taught the i HlnIt;rlfllil} of 
Jhe bNman flu'~'~ , This ~tlet was more cfpccially in": 
culcated, a. I thaI! often have ~eafion to Ole,,', in the 
rn rfteries of Hi.s, or Ceres"s i ~'l1er~ the ,(eil of Hta~ 
then fuperfl:ition beinr; pulled alidc, the true !la~U re of 
'C od and the fow was ,'lWQlrd 10 the illitjaftd~ and the 
doD.rine of a /ullJrtjlat& of ,.tw.{lr4~ :mp pfl,nifhmt1lq 
c:nfprced l'~. . 

SfQ. Hcrodot..lilo ii. tip. cui! . ~I I . ld, lib ii. cap. cuii, 
21l, Herodot. lib.ii_ ~p. u1;iii. 

• ~IJ. He~"t"'" t:lkeI f"a.t paiw. I I> prave. Jhat lJiJ \!fU the Ci;nc 
,skit, with DlJJrrt,rpr C~""'" (Ii!:t. ii. ur, I.i~ rl"j.) and Olir;' with JA: 
, ,...;.. 0<' ~(cha. : (lih. ii, ap. cdi .... ) A"d he h"" at le..n prov(d. 
, h;it tl,C wernlip of bo{b .... u n~rlJ thu "'m~. in .il:gypt;wd in Oreete; 
(ubi CI1P.) and g; -.;en 111 good rnfon l l> !>elk-ve, dut the Oretb bor. 
rowed I~al woefuip rrolI! tue .f:g~pti:Wl~ (ibiil.) JlOt ~J'C .£b?pti~ 
flom t~C Cr«kl. 

214' tferodot. lib. ii •• p. ax;,i, 
'J:I$' The m,llcrieo "I elr" wen nkbr.ltcd in w!lria,!, copntr;a, 

J1eQ.!e .lEg;pt; Ilu~ ~~ muft {";no", !"!i"CtIwCc {olcmnucd at E1~ulb, ill 
f.h<. territory of At:lt~, eonunOllly known by tbe UJJI}C of ~¥ .E1ntf>-: 

/ • • \lo)1"i" . 
'u6; T~Jt tllCf~ were ~IC obj(C;, of the £J,.!,.;"'! i!fJff~itll ~ f.ha\ 

""T 

• 



A If e tiN T II V 11. OP I. 

HU.ODOTUI alfo tells .-' thai: the Greek. ~ LETDa 
ed 90""*1, Hercules and P .. ., the J'lIlfll}/ of all the • ~ ) 
Coda Il f; but that the Rgyptians cooudered PAW !, - u 

"the mtJjf ancim/J e.en of the Eight p";",o,., D,.. 
"ities UI," This is a c~ri91.1! article of information, 
,;: _, pnd 

~ were of .i£pptWt origin. Dr. Wub\lrtorl haa proM wil\ 
sru' ftrengtb of rWoninf. !uppone,J by UWI)' \.,.rned Cj,ulltalioo.: 
(V ..... .Lqlll;.. y Mifn, book u. reo!'. i'f'.) He hat l ifo cndea'f(lllftld 
t o proye. that the Wne doc!trincs Wm!: incublcd;o all tile R<:f~hell 
If\yRWI; in ~hofUlr Ba«hua, and C\'ai ill thor.: of VelllIl; ( id . ibid.l 
• PoIiLion WI caqnot be to readily a<:!.,uued. 1 thall, therefore, COll-:' 
line myfdt:o ,be Myfteriel or Caes, .. tdcbnted at EJev.U" In tbor~ 
lI'Iytluiet, au H,- to the (ollo_iag purjon. w.. fllD( :_" 1 will 
~ "'/<¥ a/a,,' to the wUtitJi bllt let the 4001'11 ~}-f .gamtl the 
"~. Look 011 the DNi. N .:IJ.IIN; inctKantly _ _ jJl.>hu, &lid 
-p..,..u,,,lJ the M""aod H .. I'f. Go on in the,.;~ w.;f. I.Dd feuho 
".foh ~ -f ,~, WorU. H I' U 010 1 , and of I/lMfoIf "'-. IUId to 
., a;;, OIi~ .. II. 'T~ ~ ,b.;,. Rn9!-Hs~ .. tw....g6 AJI ;. .at 
" ,"'" f- by -.nJ OJ''' but dotll lIimfdf (It nH? 'TIJi"" (OrJld
.. H~ • • p. CJ.e1'Q. Alaaru.l . .Ai_ it. IIi Gn./u, &; Ewcb. Prq. 
!' 1; •• ",,1. !ib. JiiL) Cere.," falllfOC:rl.tu, "hu made the ... tI~ 
",- ,'fU or the hiJhcn imponllllcc: the CIIL T~ U .j Co. ~, which 
" ""'fht w. _ if . STIITK '" Bus ... I,.., • .,4 the. M'U" Ul~" 
.. wbichforliJ; -the 8",,1 ~gairUl Ihef"" Ij 1m/I., and -/fi'" the J,u,;. 
.. .. '" wilh th~"""k H.p. t/ ... ""Ih TIoIH".orA.L,T'," (lCocIU. 
I'utz· .;ih,,,.) .. The thing" add. ht, "whkh e-" N.,,,,,, dith 
.. JI-u ; • .... tif." ( ibid. ) And Ciceno ded1U'Cft "Th .. thll(e Mu. 
\' TII.IU. ':1 ... 6id ... tlr. Jr. .... jn. •• i ..... iI>aIJl .... ;...,. lifiJ 
¥ and Qt/mtr/iIJ b.".i'1, are Ju!Uy W10d III ITU. ; bcc:aufc IIHJ fV~ IN 
., .wzi .... illraf.lruU/,; a L;ft .j Yirl.~"f/ RuJ- ! Hend we Dot 
.. only eajoy ~1Hj. _,bb -U. ~ h ~ '''''fttiJiI:J';' ~~ • .; .,. 
!' -"'t :Jd .. ,., "'Ph;' "f .... 'jJ. if ~u." Cicel'Q, u L"iJ, 
It". ii. ClIp. :ti ... 

S11. Bmxlotw. Jib. ii. tap. 0;1 ... 
uS. Id. ibid. Hu~UI had bd"~ mack 11Ie r.me obfc:rntiou i 

(lib. ii. cap. ol'i.) but confiAed that bc:lit:f to the M.-Jrjwlu. or the in
habitant",i tbediflrid: Cl! M<'nae., :'1 x.cr-r JEgypt. (Ibid.) Pall 
wu the tuul,lry deity of !.he Mendcl'_(lJ. (Hcrodot. ubi fup. et 
SU"&bo, lib. u1 •. p. ~.i .. The Me.lIddian phil"' llId wllptoro, 

f ~ thqfe!lf ~f\;t:te," !'ids ~t)il, (Jib. ii. tap. flw~l .. ,t'pte-.. ~, -

~-----)----~---~' --------~ 
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THE Jl18TOaT OY , 

... fII. tlae uilnoft importance for the .;splication oE 
the whole fyftem or Heathen theology; which, as I 
OWl ha.e occafion to thew, paffcd1rom lEgypt and 
Syria into Greece. 

TXE.£ Eight jWimary D ntill were GOD and the 
H tQ"lJtllly B,t/ils ; or the Sun, M"II, and fiVt folar pJ:a~ 
heu, Jllpit", Yenus, Mars, M trcurJ, and Saturn, under 
thecontroul of the FIR.ST CA USE: for the ancients, at 
leaft in the fi.rft uges, were Il;ot fufficiently lItilJed in 
aftronomy to know, that tl\e Earth is one of the folar 
planet.. And the four additional Deities, that com. 
plettd the number of the 'Iwtlvt GREAT Gops, were 
the Fou" Elements j by whatever names, or under 
wrunever fymbols,~hey might be worlhipped 2'0. Con~ 
feqUtlltl y PAN, or the whole of Natll,.e (as liis nam~ 
imports), the eldtjl of thofe Gmll GIJdsJ was.fymbolical' 
of the CRE A TOR and GOV£RNOR if the UN IVIllt.$ E,,

. $ p,ur'tra.ltd in his wor~J no, 

.. (ent P&.II with tbe/_ and Iq. of II GN1, Not dlat the.,. bdicve IiIi, 

.; to ~ hi. rw for-." remarb the 'I'CIIerabk hiftorian; .. fur 1M:! 
• ijid U. f.J,./Hr G./.I" (.bid.) T)e oalloiraI inttrpreCUion of whi~h 

word. it. rut they tholllht him u u ... ~ Btl_II and, th~rtrore. 
eel,. eapibie oCfJ..-Jic.J rtfr.]t1IWu.. 4 

11,19. Thio Cubjed l lhaD aftennrd hne octaIion to clitnlCa. J lbaIl . 
therefon, only here remark. th~t the ancienu, iP adoring cite ~.b.fli.1 
'-'V', and the ,k-utou. did not worlb.ip tha;u u ~n -I .. 01 ..ur. 
bill paid their ,donti_ "'rigUWIy to the SJiril. by ... hkh thq "'ere 
fuppcCed to be ad\l&lCd or gonfllcd . aod that thiJ woribip, at firfi 
r jlCl1latol"J' •• C1IIle al'ttrwvd to he offered through thc inlUTcntioo at 
.u-" ud termio. ed in groc. ug,,,,. See Pocodee, S/t<i., Hi/. 
Ani. paffim, etc M:lill!lonid . .1'.rWH> N.-h. 

no. Sc:"iu., in Vi"lil • .Lio:. ii. The PIn iFt 01 Pu wu. 
t'7l1\boli~ cklillQliuli of N.hm in her rIO"";... .. hi, Jt-I,. nl.e, of 
Jeopard', flcio, rq>reIl:Ilttd the!P""lW ftJ ; IUIcl hi. perf"", made lip 
of nrioUi pans, '111;_ and forAli.-J, II ltf •• and II 0...1, uprdl'cd 
U!C WI/Uti , (~pored of jMTipg ~tt, F;>'r. W.ttt'. Lut', ud 

41ir, IUIdcl tlw: IUfC&iCD or azu1!°rwr,.;"z MUH., !d. ibid. 

l 



AlfCtlflf'f El11tOPr. 

TBB Qrpmc: Hymn to Pan nI, while it jufti:ica the 
!Ugh chara&erhere affigned..him, (a. ~I appear from 
the following- es.traB:) fllblimtly cxpreffe. the. ideal. of 
!he ~gyPtian pilc:lh concerning that Divinity; for the 
prA: Gr2cian rages are ~Uowcd to have 4rawn ;heir 
theology. and philofophy. immediately f-rom lEgyptiad 
fourccs "'. 

ff TH~:E I invoke, 0 mighty PAN I-the UNlvn. 
,. SAL NA TVll! I the H L(1'1Je1lJ, the Sla ; the a'~mlh 

f( rifoi", Earth, :md the; Element Fir, I for there :Ire 
f' thy AlrmbtfI, Omnif~tlnt DEITY UJ._Comc, dl~ 
,~ SOUllCE if ~trWhFtli"g Motion I rlvfI/Ving with the 
1' t;rdirtg Stafo'u'~; P "RItNT if GE~ERA TIO\'l!. 

H difJint Enth":fiafm, and fiu/-wtmnJ.·"1 T"(Jnfp~,.t ! 
"Thou litlifl nJflollllhe Slars, and h(u/tfl i" the SJ';'
~ thqnJ 1)/ ,h, Plomts , by thy all-chtaring Mufic'u , 

" ThOll 

'!:IT. That the Hymll' afrribt;d to Orpbcllt, commonl, nIltd lh" 
O~" H,. ... ;lrt olll"":U lotiquirr. we hue tbc aDlhontr oJ Pa .. 
fmw, (lib. iI. p. 305. edit. Xybnd. F,..akio", 1588.) to alina. 
tic tdb UI, thu although i.nferior i .. elegance to tbaft of Homer; 
lhry .... ere mon: fCnh:.nccl in the n:Ugioy.a «tcmonia of CTecec i 
(Ibid.) ... d tNt thole which hive C:Oll\c dow .. to IU UO! , enuiQe, .. 
Pow from ancient qllOl;1.tioliL 
~n. They whohave ally dlluhllllll thiJ r~bjca IUar confult .ne})l. 
~ Lopl;'" -I M.p.. vol. i. a!Id. BryaIIC' • .h.JJfo oJ AlI<iN M"W. 
'Wol Ii. pafiiOl. 

2.l 3. Or, u the Wm {entiment iI mon: C01Iclfcly apfCtrcd by alar 
~rophi" poet : , ~ 

.. All an:. but ".." of (llora (lupc:lldouu..w. ; 
.. Whole 1htJ:J N ... TUU is, and I!"',p the a/." 

U4- T hit line idet. did not tftape the poetic eye Dr Mihon, "boro 
~I wa&.eq,oal to hit piUA; ud who bUWf1lUlht it ill(o ona 
o! tl:e moll bQ.uwlll imap in his dd"a-ie-ion of Panelif". 

---" AitI, Tl:fpal ai~ 
.. Brt:athing the fOldl of liddt.nd .""c .u .. , 
.. Tho: trmIblina: ~"'CJ; while U"'-/"l P" w, 
" KJUt.w. It.. G ...... ad It.. II..,., ........ , 
ct LJ_ tl/tlmwSpi.,," 

UJ. 'Hence Pan w» (l1d _/i.""If" thY ttpOllI ",;,n.., 'P,,,. "\ 
clllUpofcd ol S&V .. '" }",rnt R,,:/i. b!l t fo lined a. to produce l'Idb-r 

, ... 
L-__ __~ 
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"HE HISTORY 0' 

• 'J:'tIIJ. fi.tt".~ "y;.s, arI8. r-Jtlm 7'".,."., ""0"1 MGr
" Ulb; ,ulig"'l1 in the tflUlfri_K Go.t-IwtIWfii. Rot! • 
.. ill the SpringJ alfo, and fNJflurtJ Y fillies of the Earth • 
• c Of Sight .11-P«'Vading i S EAI.CHl:R. of hidtim 
.. '1'hj~gs; L OVER of the ECHO of thine own EtcrMi 

: ' H.UI.MONY n6 ! AII-hegt"ing, and UJfbfgOltm GOD·' 

" - SlIprmrt G OVU .. NOR if the WOR.LD ! invoked un_ 
fl der a thoufand Nawtes u ,.', 

the moll pcrfed -.u.,. (Senita ;11 Virgil Edv. iL) Thia l;P' 'rInI 
~boliaJ of that *'ftw '--', (mctl.phoricallylcalled the M'!fi~ 
f{ tIu Sp6.n.) whith refilit. from the (ubl~ aDd woodcrfliLorda of 
~ ... va,. gtat h.lm;n.,ncs ; (Jd. ibid. ) ,.onnginMfl, y""", 
..... ;.u. and performing their r...ollih_ with "iI',...nt J.rnu ofwl. 
"". but ail with 04rri.z __ wi. For cvu k;., to the IlU if 1tJ. 
IIM;""It.u.l • .. .. they DUne," 

'l'IH H . ,1ud _, .. ;. rlj'lJi,..1 
J)6. T~jI, r-" ,of tb,c Ihallt] atifing from the H_,,,,,. 

U,lliwr/t. 
::n1. That the .. NgMmJ ""'" of the IlIlclcnt Hathen. bd;~ in 

0,. .. dn'.w G OD, under whnev.:r mine be m.i,ht be worftlipped ; ' :u:ld 
that the un'''' IXitic. held up to the UN";" of the .... /: ..... wen: 
en!}" dle 41triWle. of the S_"""', s.lJ-;ftw JJti/lZ; the "'tjir~1 fitlVr, 
OX' the JrrllIlflIIt:J 1,.;.,h;Ju« NaInt, mythologically nprcfeou:d ao h lro 
M'''}rn, bu ken prO'f'ed~ iu3t lellgth by the: bmcdl.'I><l:ioorj:h. (l •• 
"/klI,,,,1 s..!ft-. d u.p. i .... ) aDd by ~he n:'fCrcnd Mr. $pc'nce , (PJptd;, • 

. Dialope: vt) from tJtc wripnr of the HatbeD poets and philo........ ' . " 
Thil rllbjed.' Iball af'tuwud hnc oecallon tD lnvd Uptc,1lIIIi inu.r. 

ffW.tc, In tracing the ~fi if u.um,; fo that It will be ruRicient 
b.e:re to quote, from. the Hymn of Clanthca to Jupi.r.cr, (Ap. PH,. 
I'~"",. Gr.<. a H. Steph.) a palfagc it) pDiut. 

. .. O! wDlihipp'd ..... __ ft"rrJ ._ • 

.. DlvanTT SC .... ~ I! .J/-ftnimf'" G.l1 

.. A'"'-r if N·~ I ",bDre """'-UrI n~. 
". Ang kJijNm Will ~D thinl;' obey : 
.. ll\c "--1,..-6.. that .... 11"" Ihi> li.rlhI:J S"'"., 
.. I_I.,,' ...M/, tht S ........ d,. I_ admit, 
.. AuG ""J,.--, whae Tncru perint'ft tbe 1ny • 
.. 7"h-:h .1I,N n_J., rf S~" ; obedic:nt 11m !_ 
.. l::u1tcd iIIbow ,,0, l>r "n ado~'d, 
"SlrkOl,b, IVif"-. c...d"". ] V',TU! are '11J,..." 

Til. tbit atria I fb,.J1 add ,. frfgmcllt at' V .. luiua Sorau~ pdc"", 
,.,..t by 5t. Augufi inc, (Ap. C;..itn. /)ti, lib. i't' . tap. u.) 

.. Al-ipf:J jl,l 'lT,, 1 of Men .nd Gocb 

It !.&lM ~," ',. !flkr bo~ I-au Dj,"~i"t" 
\ C,'QOS, 



CHEOP', the: (uccdor "" RlDtp6nita, .... 'ID. 

Fpioul and unfeeling tJDUt, who tTampled upon 
evay thing r.ered and civiL Hning ordered 2ll Jhe 
temples of lEgypt to be [bUt, ~d prolu'bited public 
facrifices to the gods, he opprelfed his people with har4 
&about; with digging aDd hewing ftones, and bnUding, 
befide other ftupendolU works, the firft and largeR: at 
the three great pyramids in the neighbourhood of 
M emphis u'. One hundred thoufand men were em. 
ployed, for twenty years, in rearing this ponderoul 
maCs u, i and an infcription upon it declares, thac 
2 . fdJn eqwnJent to lixteen hundred talenu of fit,," 
h ad been expended in purchaling radifhes, oniORa, an. 
garlic, for the builder, 'JO. Cheops rdgned iftf 
,ears SII • 

• us. Herodotus. lib. ii. nol'. en;.. nu. pynmid 1 hn·r. a!tn.dJ 
.... d occafion to dduibe (Dote 14.S.); bllt in ordfr to re,.ift lhddea 
.r ill" magoitwk. J JIu.ll to.r.re obfen-e, that itl baIe, each fide o( ..... hich 
i, aaal, equal to its Uaping height, (omu a f<juan: or IU "WIdmt 
&lid listr Ittt 1 Calld . .:it. .. bi flip.) conk<j:\Ialtl1 it eu'Wl:n eua.1r WI. 

&glilh acftI of ~d. It appan to hue ben! oriCioaUr coa\l'd 
with m;,rbte. bllt now prc!enu 001, a roggcd funare, iII wbkh;' 
difCf1Yl:TCl!. the byc:n of flooe that toIDpoCe the bodr of we bu.i1dinr. 
M lIlkt, DrJm/l. i t r .'RDfJ/t. p. il14-~jJ. 

'"1.9. Id. ibid. T"cr~ men .~ rdieYcd"err three h.or.thl. b, 
the rune numbeT of C .. db h"lIdi; (Henrdllt. lib. ii. (11..,. usI,..) Co tbu. 
~ ... bok number of Jl.'CP calkd o'\t br eneof' Cftl"'j' uiae montht.,ta 
what mar br nUedJ"".t ....... ,.. an\O\Il1tM to three hundn:d tlwufand. 

~3o. Herodotlls, lib. ii. up. en., Th.il infcrip!.i<m it rdfo 1IIm

,lOfted by Diodorua Siculut, (lib. i . p. 5!') Thcfe ngctablu probJbJr 
«IIIIj>Oft d the trUter pan II! the lood of the bbullrcn, and p"rhlif
.u that _ furllUbed 1hern by the: killg; ytt admitting the ..... ~ ... 
mm ro han rectiYCd nil "'"ges, the other pMtl of the ~xpr!lo;e. 
Ilol Huodot ... jujUy obrcl"WCs, (lib. ii . C3I" enY.) for "'ggiltg, (qua%'
-inc. UId torIYeJing tbe dl»lc.1 tM u~1I lUI" lIppar:l.1U1 (01' buildiPi. 
IPllIl ha'fC been imlnt:1Ik. Ten yaft ... en: fpf;nl in C<lollnaa.ipg ,he (ub
terranc:oo.I dlounbtH, IIr nult. O!I whit" Ll,iI wonderful fabrick rell., 
.. II ten ill err.diog bti~. IIftd m:1ldni road~. CW"o frallfponiltg tb, 
ilona (1lI1D die II_"'a In the Anr.bi;w mountal.lI, to th Nile, lind 
.fro- the Nile to the hill 00 whieh the prr~ were bllilt. Id, if~i4. 

.)t. H~IM, lib. ii. (liP' uu~. 

1 

, . 
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CUEPHk~:a-¥, tM 'bnthcr of Cboope. who Cu~ 
e&cdf:d to the iEgyptian throne, aD the death of that 
prince, imitated bini in his impielY, as well a6 in hi. 
tyranniqal oppr~ffions ~J ~. He built the (econd great 
~JtaUl id near Memphis 2J) ; equal to \he lirft in height, 
hut withQut on) jubum.llltulS .bfU1JlxrsJ d of inferior 
dimenfions at the bafe ~J4. • 

• ALL intelligent travellers, both :mcient a.nd modem, 
have conlidered thefe pyramids a8 fepulchral rnonu6 
ments, or maufoleums for the kings by whom they were 
built lJs• But the learned antiquarian, Mr. Jac:ob Bry
ant, (uppo(es them to have been temples; and con
jeaures, th:a[ from the IPP ·of the pyn.mids the !Egyp
tians ob(erved the heavens, m:trked the-conllellations; 
and thin: alfo ' f offered up vows and oblations ~Ja." 

IT'his conjecture is ingenious, and confiftent with Mr. 
Bryant's fyftem of SQlar WGrjhip, but utterly void of 
probability j whether w~ confider the firuQure of the 
pyramids (without :lny doorj by which they could be 
"adily entered, bf any ft.,ir-cafe, elther within or 
without, by which they could be afcended) or confult 
ancient teClimony concerning them. Herodotu~, who 
early vilited 1Egyp~ and whcn the lEgyptians were 
perfellly acquainted with the purpo(e of their public 

.31. Id. Th. In Hcredot. uhi {lIptli. 
" 34. Id. ibid. d Died. Sku I. lib. t p. S1. ·1 lu.n .ue,cr obtctT_ 

cd, th~t tbe kit. M~mrhian pyI"I-in.id ' ppean tu have beeJ\ cm.ud 
with maiblc 1 , lid I hlll'e d.;'. , ilthorlty of ~Ihlndlt tn"tUen (Gre.a""i 
Thc:ftllor, Lilt»,) to (11, Wt rl"YCr:a1 Eprpti lll pynmida ruu ue 

ro""'" 
"3S. Hcrodmm, DlOOo"i~Strabo, Pliny, <1tean .. Pococke. Lu_ 

c. .. TbcTtnot, MaiUet.,~ . 
. "36. A.Al:tf .. of .AMino. MpH/iii;. vol. iii. p ... S3f. Mr.llryIIIi 
Jltdudell thejd,.,.,,,,,_ "'grt •••• ,llUonj hi. arpmcnu. to pro+c, thlt 
the Rgyptian p,runidl "'crt Jol"r '(lltpkl ( lei. ibid.) Tbo «COlI4-
pyI"I-mid, however, we find h. d 1'10 {uch .pa"-'v;mu (Hn-odot. Gb. it. 
cap. cu.Yii.) .ccording to the infornu.tion or tl\oe ,.menbk r .. 0( 

... lIIIofT· N.r kaye modcl1l tra,.clk:rl hem Ibf 'O~COTet &ar. 

/ n;w. 
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bllildingc, never hints at £.ch III opinion. He men
tions m:any JEgyptian templet, and dercri~. the (a

cted ceremonies, but not once inGnuates that the py. 
rnmids had lUly telation to religious worlhip. And 
the number of prramlds, both .in Higher and Lower 
}Egypt, and in the neighbourh.ood of each other, fcem. 
to prove, that they were fepulchral rnonumeJUs of thf 
kings who reigned at Thebes and r,1emphia m. 

VARI OUS conjeaures, however, h:ave be~ ofl"ered_ 
toncerning the motivt!s that could induce the iEgyp
tian monarchs to niCe {uch enormotlS Cll.brics, {or lheit 
place of bUri21. Often~tious vanity, and tynnnio. 
policy, have been imputed to Ulern .. J' ; and there; 
might have their {hate in [welling the 6%t of the py" 
rami.ds. But 'as thofe monuments were ereiled by 
good, as well as bad princes, we muft. reek for other 
inducementS; and thefe we find in the theological te
nets of the ancient ltgyptlans. They beUeved thlt th~ 
foul remained With the bbdy after death, ::II.S long ::II' 
the body continued entire! 1j', Henee the care wHir¥i 
ptOMS of :ul nn"s took ill emoolming the bodle. ot 
their dead relations, and in depoGtiog them in place. 
of ftrength and Cecurity 140. F or they conGdtt.ed their' 

habit~ 

~3? 1 htu (orl'l1ttly bd oe~OD tD IlDt>CC'. tlu.t 1'htba ftI DtiJ 
,'1I1[\y tM {(at of the JEgyptian rfton-.r::M, and altCl"llllto1 Man .. 
pm.. ADd I lliall hc~ ~, that £rrvt feenu ~iI~ to haf t' 

h«11 lllllkr Ht kinl. nonrithfiaDding the. • ..noll_ o»-QI"dinat( 11101 
totcrnporary dynaftiet ill.enled by d.ma~ ill Olm to «0:01)0 
tile / __ 111 aod,"pJM.t hillory. M.I .. , HtiwlliU •• and Di ...... klint 
only o"a A:Dltin M ... ,.,~. 

'38. Ar.it!ot. tk R~I"~' ho. v. ap. n. pm;. N •. HiJ. Lib, unL 
taP.lii. 

')9. Ser'OiIU. Id Virgil. jE •• iJ. lib.li.i. 'W'.6,. 
'40· TM ~Uq, had three' methodl oJ' tmbaInring th~ 0;1(-.), 

'IOihi.:h an panlctLlat1r ddhibed by Herodotlu (lib. ii. D.p. lxD-ri.-
In:niii..) DCle for pc:reolM or C~p<rior rau, _ lor the tnlddlilll 
t.bfs. r.o.d one lOT ~ople oi 10 .... cODdi\jo. (Id.lhid.). Th. fitft .... ;t 
ltaoll pC1f,~ ~.tIOI, I jIlil,l rtw.. 

I T'" 
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hahitt:tions, in thii life. onJt.$ "...tif/","y II •• J,,; 
while they g2YC to their tomb&, by a bold mOGe of e ... 
prcJIi.on, the name of ptrpttul ma'lljiMs"'·. 

IN a country wheft Oitili opinions prevailed, we c;m.; 
not wonder tlUIt kins' were defirous of glviJI~ to them .. 
lents a kind of eternity in the tomb. Fdr this cndj 
it was necertary to erea c<:emctcriel, which could long 
refill: natural deC3Y, and preferve their bodies from (1-

TM men, who tn:Ide embalming thl!ir atiployment in lEgrpt. and 
",ho were lI\1btidyappointed to that pll'lkt5on, pr~d ill thil 
m1.ll'Mr. They drew Gilt the bn.in .. through the no&ril .. with a .. 
iron hQol"l cut open the btll, with 11. Jharp'&'lhiopian Roue, and look 
OUI the ittlCllincl' nefe they replaced, .feu huiug danCed them.. 
~d them in palm'Wille, alId cured them with odotifUOlit dnlJCS
'tben th~ filled the ben, 'frith pounded mirrh, callh., alId all kino:U 
of lU"onmic .. actpt ffukintel:lfc; and {, ... cd up the ,ncwon they had 
Made. They lieu bUricIl the body in nitre far fncilt}' day. ; and, 
aftcr thq Jwl takCD it out, ;md Wllhed ii, thcy fwathed iI ;11 tille 
ilnen, :Illd alloinled it with gunu. Hc1'Odoc. lib. ii. c:lp. Jnzri. 

Diodoru., .,.ho givet a Jhllilu def,ripticm of thc proccf. (If emlWm
.." remark.. that wh(u the bod, thUJ prepared, ..... rcil:c.rcd to the 
nlM.tioal of the dcccatcd, Will f}'tlUllt'try of (Olm '"" pcrFco!llr pr&:...'. 
cd, and the likcncf. of icatiu-~ even to the 1£Iir of t1!e eyc.bmw'. 
ud eye-lids. (Diod. Sictll.lib. i. p. h.) lit: .lfo Idb \Ii, WI mUir of 
tbe )fgrptiul gnnd_ depofited the bodiu of die dc:ad in. - x-ijud 
fcpw.:hnl __ tlW, aDd therc deligbted in tOIltcrl>plating the f: aulrcl 
or theil"l.ncdlon; ftlf tenturia back; (Id. ibid.) and tMt futh A!gyp.. 
full. (0£ the middlillg dar., it mar be. prefumed) u had no fua.i1y.· 
ftpukhrt:, fonned 11. tomb ill their O"D bour", j plat.ing the embalmed 
bodie, of their rdation. in .. cell.of tbr. jI-, t} -no (Id. lib. i. p.13.) 
And wc levu from the obfcrvanolll of moduli tnftIkn, that t.be 
public rcpulchra of the Uldt;lIt lEgyptian. WC'rC dry lUId dCC!' piu I'Ir 
c;)~D" gcbenJJr towud tbc Liby.u mOUDtai:ll ardcftrt I wbere !.be 
boWell, though embalmed ill thc thcapdl .mannu. ;111 being tholc of 
~ iofaior dllra, Rill fl:UUIo ctl!irc; IUld wbCllOll they h..-e beeb 
g~rrjcd to VoItiOUI cOIiArries, uDder the namc oC MM",.in. 

141. Diod. SicuLlib ... P. 41- Thq accordingly pid tittle rqud m 
lIlt nnaBollte of tht;ir hown , bllt £pan-d no cxp<:nu. iII. allgmentiUk 
the mlgnifianOl;. of their l~l~hre .. {Id. ibi4.) Nt)J" lOU lhe eve of 
the JEgypliam 10 prolong tbe cODtizlU1Ulce o£ tbr. foul with tlr.e body. 
incouliRrnt with their belief of tM """'.1;', of tbef_l. whkh_ 
coolICd~d w;u, the dodriae of tbe Mt.ifJdlofo; (Hcrodoc. lib.jJ cs;'
~) ~ fll rColtiolitAat 1II\Jl. bav~ ilkd LbCln with = ... dt. bonor . 

.. nul. 
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temal violence, and :ll~ mom contingencies. TIle py_ 
ramidal form was accordingly chofen, 2' better calcu. 
bted for durability thaI. any other. And ftrength and 
magnitude appc2T t9 ha,'e becn addro to the pyramid~, 
in pro~rtion to the fears of the .d::gytian monarch, 
of moleftation after deAth !U i to the ambition with 
which they were atl:uated of perpetuating their name, 
b'y fuch ftupcndous monuments; and to tile defire of 
henoing, with heavy b.{ks, to the controul of ~ai 
(way, the proud and licentious fpirit of their peopk, 
flurfed in bigotry, and 'fattening in peace. 

MVC£RtNll'S, the fon of Cheeps, who becam. 
king of iEgypt on the death of Cllcphreoes, detefting 
the conduct- of his (~thet and uncle, ordered the tCnl 

pIes to be opened UJ ; the facrifices to be renewed, 
:ma the people to aprly themfelves to their priutc :tf. 
{:tiTS; releaf11lg them from public talks, and (ludiouJJr 
<luending to thcir happiilcfs and profperity ~.. He: 
built, howeyer, the third Memphi:an pyramid UJ j 

which fome Grrecian writers have vainlyafnibcd to 
the famous courtezan Rhodopis, who acquired greAt 
riches in ~ypt by the fale of her favours uO .... 

ASYCBlS, who afcendt:d the }Esyptian throne oro 
the death of Myccrinus, built the grand l'orri~o of the 

I 1.~ Tb.it the lEmti:m mOlluchf, who governed opplcm"tlr , 
• VIer<: in d.ac!gtr of Cuch moleftatioll . VIC hve the authority of Dio<\o

ntl to allirm. (Diod. SicuL lib. i. p.66. ) ADd Hl:rodo!\II tdb u., 
(lib. it. up. auiii.) tbat tbe memory of Cht1;l\'l:.nd Ch~hnnes 
wae held io filch c.l[Up,tiOll, that thdr very lWlin Vlcre coudemned 
to oblj"ion. 

'l.~3. Herodo!u., lib. ii. cap. cui)'. 244. Cd. ibid. ct Di(ll!. 
Sirul.lih. i. p. SS. 243 HeTodolUl, lib ii. ell'- cxui". 

'l.4'~ Id. ibid. Hnodotu. not OIIlr r)d;culc:t tllia idea, (ubi fupn), hut 
{bc:'A that R.hadopi. \i"ro in a \alIT llc j Lou She _ fdll)W..fct"OJlt 
Vljth 5.fop, the autbox of tho! Fahlet, 30d COtItemporarr with Sll'l'loo 
the poeteu. And !he cODU'i .. td, he telli IU, (lib. ii. ap. au ... ) filch 
a. memodrJ of b~fcl.l' at bid Ilt'ftr brtn bd'(IU imlgined; (~ool;"1' to 
Qdpbot lID oll'n-iIlg of Itrong u.c.n fpiu I wbitb, add. be. ( ibid.) lUll 
"nd in the !~plt, kbipd die lltv 1K~lInIhcd b,'lh~ Cbi ..... 

VOL. 1. F temple . 
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temple of Vu1c;m, fronting the ean. ~41, He alfe; 
erefud a pyramid 01 brick, with an infcriptioD to the: 
following purport ;_l~ Degr.u:\e not me by :1 compa
., rifon with the pynmids of fione, which I excel as 
It much a! Jupiter the other gods 'H' !to_ Au<l, in order 
to enlarge the credit ot the ...Egyptians, among whom 
:be found wcald) ~mperfcaly to circulate, he enaCted 
:3. law, by which they were enabled to borrow money 
(m the embalmed bodies of their fathers In; but with 
this reftri8:ion, that unlefs the debtor lhould redeem 
the facred pledge before his !Ieath, neither he nor 
any of his delcendants fhould be allowed funeral ho. 
noun ~,..,. 

D URI NO the reign C)f Any tis, the fucceIror of Afy .. 
chis, JEgypt was invaded by Sabaco, king of Ethio-
pia, at die head of a powerful army ~U . Sabaco ob

liged 

~-47 H uodotlls, lib. ii. (~p. clUvi. ':1-48 Id. ibid. 
~~9 H erodot. ubi (uFn.. -:jO ld. ibid. 
~j , . Herodo! IIJ, lib. ii. c. cu::u ·u. )Ethiopia wal boundd on tha 

nbnh by Rg}'pt, and on the north-eaD. by Ihe Ar.abian g.ill" j but 
",ith itt other lx!"nd~rkt the ancienu were utterly UlJlc'i"ainte<!. 
(Stn.bo, lib. IVii. rub lin.) T he Grech gave thc nlme or ./Elb¥i_ 
10 all people of a WIM:I aI."... Hcnce IMy had ori",' af ill ",ell U oI'Ifrt. 
~,.. £thiopiallll ; but Ht rodOl 'GI' (lib. vii. np. lxi l .) difcrimilUltell the 
OM; frOID tb~ O(ber, by marlu. which IWminuc to &ilI:ill~ilb them.. 
.. Thc .riUtl~1 )Ethiopian .... ohkrvel he," hn e/_i.: bai,; but chafe 
"'0£ A/,*_ the moft/riuld b.s1r of :l.n'1 nee of men." ( Id. ibid.) 
He ;ill'll leU, Ut, (Jib ii. ap. tif' ) thlt the I£thiopiao.t were &iN"'" 
'i/J, like Ihe .t£mti:tllS; but dcclara he could nOI pretend to deter
mine which of Ihe two nitiOll1 fitft lIfed the rile, though he WU' 
ftrollgly petCu"d~d, it had ;t l origin in .tEgrpt. ( Ibid.) Thc }Elhio
pian .. boweyer, alTerloo, that th"'1 wue tb~ moll andmr people ill 
t.I'l e world ; (Diod. Sj~ul. lib. iii ., p. I-4,3.) ~d at die.,. bdicy~d, like. 
nuny other n~tinlf.. (bUt mon origiu:llly (pran&: ftom t'he eartb , 
the.,. DOl i t'r~liOIl:ally conclmled, Ihat thofe eOUnlntl which lie 0C'U'dI: 
the (un, lUIimll.leJ by hi. genial in!lulnce, mun lim ha,·c prodll~cd aU 
kin<b of :wunKh. (Id. ibid.) Thu they "rere a very ancient and power
ful peoplellllOt 10 be 'iuettioned ; but thofe Oft the {rOPlic" of A:
gypl c~!;I!p",d, (who ret'm to haTe pr061ed by intttcourfc ",jth Iheit' 
.-ore pol>lhed nd,bbollu . and to Ane becll 01 the fame nock) !lie, .,...U 
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l iged the ....Egyptian monarch; who is f:l.id to h3\'e heen 
blind, to feek refuge in the tens on the fea-ctnft, and 
took pom:mon of the kingdom t.u,\ Bllt he, inne:td 
of exercifing the rigour of conqueft, fet :om exampM 
of humanity to fucceeding princes. No lEgyptian 
wis put to death for :tny tranfgreffion during the n:ign 
of Sabato ~u. He wifely in-ued an edi&, wht:n he 
faized the govr:mment, ordering penons conville<! of 
capital crimes to be chained together, and employetl 
in public worksJ infiead of being led to t::I!ccution u"'o 

THE labour of thefe criminals conGfted chieDy irt 
cutting ca1fo/s, and railing mou/lds with tllC earth dug 
out of them. in order to fccllre the cities of J..ower 
...Egypt from the inundations of the Nile lUI Thofe!: 
mou.nds, which b ad bec:n mired to a t:onfiderabl& 
l¥:ight by the great Sdoil:ris, were c::lrricd frill higher 
by the mild policy of Sabaco OS6, who, uniting j"uftice 
with mercy, and punifhment with lenity, made tile 
forfeited li\"cs of his offellding fubjeD.s contribute to 
the advantage of the honcft Ilnd indufl:rious citizen. 

'ri lE 'bepelits rcfu lting from tllC canals mua have 
betn general ; and fevenl citics were, no doubt, more 
perfeClly fecurcJ asainfi .my eltrolordillary !low of the 
river, by thc mouuds ; which at once r rottaed the 
fOrmer bUildings, :lIld afforded. ihl: new fheelS and 
ft\\l.ares mbre elevated Gtuaciolls m . nut the City of 

.~ Ilwa)"l to hive l'elnalll~d hi a rude, and . moR of ibcm in m r,.. 
ngc nate: {Huod. lilI Iii. ero p. nii. niii. Die>d. SicU!. lib. iii. pM. 
hI.. Strabo, lib: 11"; •• (\10 & I.i.;.) D)odorut, (11m IIIr.) ~ .... td , 
dUlingv.ilhei we proper JEtlliopi" U fron. the' Ncgn,et'l whore jlAt 

rac~ "111'001-, h:r.ir, brul>.l U ller.., " nd U'uel d:fpofitiOll, he tmu in 

fifonC line.. 
s5s. ld. ;bld. 

S,icw. lib.;. p. 59. 
Di04. Sitol. "bi fup. 

110$1. ld.. ibiL 

.sSj. Hcrvdonn. JjlJ. Ii. t:l)J. auYi;' DIad. 
$1$04. Id. ibiJ.. 'J5J Huodot. rt 

.si ". HuoJotUJ, 1.11. ii. o p. anvil 

F. 
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PAl. T L Bubaftis was particularly indebted for.ita future prot • • 
t. r:-J penry and grandeur, to the labours of the malcfaaor. 

preferved from death by the bUltlanc ediCt of Saba
e<) S$'. 

IN tbat city ftood a temple dedicated tc Diua, 
whom the IEgypti2hs called BubajliJ, and the Grccb 
Artemis, Wttl worlhyof notice. FOT, as Herodotus, 
(to whom we are indebted for the dcfcription of it ), 
ingenioufly remarks, although fotIle .iEgyptian tem· . 
pIes were larger, fome more (Ulhpruous, none g;avc 
mOfe pleafure to the fpeClator ~~'. 

THIS beautiful fabric W:lS ereCl:ed on a peninfular 
eminence; furrounded on all fides by the water of the 
Nile, except lit the avenue from the city to the portico 
of the temple. The two canal, by which it waf 

flanked, (:md which, without meeting, conveyed the 
water from the river to both fides of the a"enuc)J 
wcre each onc hundred feet wide, and overhung with 
umbrageous trees. The portico was forty cubits in 
height, :md adorned with well-wrought fi2tues lix 
cubits lligb. The temple itfelf fl:ood in the middle 
of the city, whence it every where attra8:ed the eye. 
And thi~ dil1inaion it had eminently maintained in 
more ancient rimes ; for when the ground which the 
city of Buball:is afterWilrds coveted, wa5 r.1~fed by 
the accumulation of earth dug out of the canais, the 
temple of Diana remained on its Original foundation~ 
un:t1tered, yet frill confpicuous ttl the view. It was • 
eneompaifed with. W'Jlis, on which were engnved 
fymbolie figures. Within the walJs grew :I huge 
grove of yener:l:ble trees, out of the peart of which 
tQfe the naYe of the temple;. containing the follfllim. 

IImflorum, or mon facred plate, with the image or 

~SB. HCl'ildc;.tllv. Iih. ii. up. ennUi. 

• 
IJ9. , • . jbid. 

fymboL 
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(.,mho] of the gaddefs. The whole temple wu a LETTEI. 
L 

• futlong.Jn l~gthJ and. of the fame extent in breadth • ... ~ .... ;J;J' 

To the entrance under the portico, which fronted the 
eaR, ran a Rreet from the temple of Mercury through 
the m2Tket-place, near half a mile long, and four 
hundred feet wide i pa.,ed with marble, 2nd planted, 
on each fide, with trees that feemed to reacil tht
douds 'lllo. 

AFTER Sabaco, or his fan! as viceroys, had ruled 
the }Egyptian monarchy for fifty yeus, he re!inquiR\
ed his conqueft, and finally returved to .h:thiopia ~OJ ; 

leaving the .lEgyptians in polTeffion of tllcir aur.ieJ)t in. 
dependency. The caure, of this lingular e"cn~ merit 
inveftigation. 

T HE (",cred f-ages told Herodotus, that Sab:lco ned 
from JEgypt in confequence of a dream ~~~; tbat a 
certain form {toad confpicuous to his "jew in flee r, 
and admonifhed . him to a!femble all the A!:gyptian 
pridl:s, and (e\'er them by the middle ; and that he, 
:1larmed at the idea of fuch '" crime, and conlidering 
the vilion as a trial fem him by the Gods, voluntarily 
abdicated the throne uJ. 

TH E man natural interpretation of that pretended 
dre:lm is, that Sabaeo found the members of the (acet· 
dotal body, or facrcd orner in Egypt, become fo pow
erful and faa-ious" that he could no ' longer hold the 
Teins of governmen!, unlefs he had employed his mt. 
litary force to mafracre them; and that being a. prince 
of a religiou6 turn of mind, as well as of a humane 

~60. Hcrodntu,.. Ii!.. ii . up. auYiii. ~6 1. Id. Jib. ii. np. 
auir. Diod. Sicili. Jib. i. p. 5$1. ~h. JlerodCHlI1, lib. ii. n p. 
tu:W. J63. ld. ibid. 

P 3 ,"(po-

• 
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difpotitioD, he cho{c Tather to abandon the lcingdom. 
tl lllil be guilty of ruth cruelty anJ impiety ~ o ... 

Os the doparture of the lEthiopian conqueror, 
Anyr" quit~cd his retreat in the fens, aud refumed 
th~ government of iEgypt UI. lkl 01$ he muft thcn 
11avc been old, his future reign could not be long. 
And after -his death, the kingdom waa gov~ed b.y 
Sethon, high-prieft of Vulcan ;o~ ; who, depending 
llpon the aw~ infpjred by his facre..l ehanClerJ and 
the int1ucm;e of the [acerdat;!l body, ilifregarded the: 
military order, and feiz:!d the bnds :lppropriatcd for 
the maintenance of the army ·bl, The confequcllce 
Df !.his unkingly policy (dicbted by a contempt for 
the mars of the p::ople:, hoodwinked by fuperftitioIt, 
and a jcaioufy of the fOldic ry),' was fueh as might 
have bean eXl'cClcd. \ Vhen Sennacherib, emperor of 
Afryria, afterward invaded J£gyPt, no military man 
'Wouhl naud forth in def.:nce of Sethon Ofti. Hut · the 
Affyrian moniudl , who was probably bribed to with,. 

":f;~ . T hi. intc'l'r>:t3tion iJ count~nmced by the narrative of the 
j u:!ieiou, and peuru":lting Oiodorur;, (lib. ii. p. j9.) I I mae. the tute
l:1I"y god of Thebe. arrea r to Sain.co in $I. dre3m, and inform hi~. 
that tbe malfacre of the prier\.. by his gulU"dl, only <ould fc:cu .... the 
fut ure profprriry 3nd h3ppinef. of h" r eign over lEgypt. (Id. ibid.) 
Hence hi, ~r"lll ~io" of n:t\lrtling to JEt!:iopi3. \ 

16j. H: ro<imul, lib. ii. np. cii. 166. ld. ~b. ii, cap. ali. ~, 

-~- , 168. Hcro(lolU .. lib. ii. ""p. CJ;li. Th;" tIo:llcrable hinorim nit. 
$cnn:Khtrit., 0\. S",_ L'Ui6, :IS he writes tlle n~me, .. Icing of ""''''1' 
ami A.ffj""'.'· (n,jd.) And we mn iufonned by the ftcn:d ruord. 
(1. King., Ghap. ITiii ~i~.). thai Senn.cbuib h4d fubdlled, in hi. 
much, t ll~ gre,,:,.r part IIf Lowu Syria; which was ort~n compre
h t ndcd, bl' th" ruly Greek ,vritcrs. un4c:r tpe gencn1n;une of .d~d;"" 
~nd {!!Cn,. . 1 .... '1. to h~~ been C<IIlliducd ;II in Arabian di!1riB- by lhe 
.Il'.gn ti~n.. The tribllUry princtl of lhi. country, ;II W( fbd l 
tine <!H,.[om to fc., wert flupetu~lly ""plling (rom the AJl"rri.a.D. 
q"l'ero .... ~l1d !t~l;IoIog Inenu:lvn with the k,in,. of .JEppr. 
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dtaw his forces, is C:l.id to have been obliged to ~tife LETTEa. 
I. by a miracle at,. 

, T HE fiary was thus told by the lEgyptian ptiefh 
to H erodotus. Sethon finding himfcl[ deftitutc of 
human {upport, had recourfe tq divine aid. He 
betook him, in his dinTerS, to the temple of V ulean ; 
<lnd proftrating himfclf before the altar of the god, 
deprecated the calamities he \\'as in danger of {ufFer .. 
iog. Amid his devotions JII~: fell afleep, and was cs .. 
hotted by the prefiding dr.i ly. who appeared to him 
in a dream, to take courage aud face tlle inv;J,ders: 
for, if he fa did, auxiliaries (hould br. fell t him ~'o. 
A nimated by the propitious virion, SethoR afT em bled 
the artificCTs, tradc:rs, retainers upon the COurts or 
Jaw, and people of all clatrc:s that would follow him, 
and marclu!d into tlle Peluuan difl:ria. But he had 
no octaGon to hazard a battle; for field-mice, a8uat
ed with rage againll: me enemy, h"d entered Ule Ar. 
fyrian camp in the night ; and gnawed the quivers, 
bo'IVs, and thongs of the fhields of the lloll:lie army: 

'!Sst. Id. ibid. Jruepnu'leJl' .... (lib.%. Qr·i.) That St,1I11.rh. 
rib had un<!eru.ken the firgc <If Pdufium; and thaI h ~ altandoMd 
hil I:lltrrpriu ... ·h(o rudy to gin the gt;'nd .!fault, and reulnled 
hack,. on heariog tbat Tharflke., king of JEthiopie., ralkd 'r.r6DI.J. in 
facrtd liillorr. wu ma~hiog with. lIumerollIIrmyto the .ffitttnc'f 
d the .£&Tpti.nll aud meant to nit 011' hil mn::&t, h,. taking tbe 
route of thc dden, ( Id. ibid.) Ih.1 we Ieani [rom hither, and COo 
tmlporuy I lithOrity, thll )Egypt""' rangcd, and T irllabh ddeated 
by Smn:u:huib: " T he ~iDt 0{ AJryria ," fay. d.e prophet If~; 

(dllp, n. VeT. of, J.) .. !ball lead 1_,.. the Jl:gypt.ian prifoucn. .nd 
.. the lElhiopian capOve.; Illd ' IN, (i. c· the JUI'I) {b.n bel ":/N_..J of 
.. j£,bUfi" Ihdr ':1</, .. '1181;' , '!ld of .iEVI' thc.ir rw,." (Id. ihld. ft. 

'J IGor. chap. Ini;i. sa.) The COlljedllral "'life, .hith I ha~ ar. 
Jig..w. for the: ~trnt flf the All'rriao • ..nqIlCl'Ol', thcrefon:, [emu II 
p,<llnIblc .. 10,.. For if Stno.d.trib bd baIl,. rnirtd It the inte!". 
gt'n« of the arri .... lof Tirhakah to the alliD.llce-of the ~tiUlJo 
an ""alt wbich lall.lI,. took place. Snhoo could haYe COIUId. no ~ 
U'S( rOC' . (cObing h;' ckli .. e.. .. n~e 10 a anlracle. 
~ 10. ~odGtIll. lib. ii. ~p. ali, 

F... !~ 
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fo ~;n Seanadl(':rib, I\-ued and defcl)cele(i at mom .. 
ing, was obliged to fly in confufion, and /ojl man] mill 
in his retreat S7'. 

IN commemoration of this ntiraculous event, 3. mat .. 
hie fratue of Sethon, holding a rlfaufi in his right .. 
hand, was erelled in the temple of Vulcan; with 
thefe words, on a label, proceeding from his mouth: 
-" Let everyone that beholds me, learn to be pi .. 

ellS sn ' " • 

AFTER. the reign of Sethon, )Egypt experienced a 
!hock of anarchy. which was followed by a kind or 
arjftocr"J.tical interregnum; the government of the 
kingdom being divided among twelve chiefs, feemingly 
the heads of the military order; each of whom pre-. 
fid td over his particular diftria, and among whom a 
community of interefts was e{lablilhed ~ 13. Thefe 
twelve kings, or governors, ruled for a time with great 
harnlonr SH; :md ere8ed, at thc'ir common expel~CC, 
the famf,/us .i£g)'ptian LABYRINTH ~H, which Hero... 

dotus efteemed the moll fuperb monument of archi
teame. 

" AltllOUgh J confefs," fays he, U that the temples 
If of Ephefns and Samos merit particular attention, \. 
h this is evidently a work of grrattr labour and eK" 

. " lena. The ..£gypti:m pyr:lmids are beyond expref~ 
U Cion magnificent, and Cingly equal in magnitude to 

f( many of the 13,rgdl ftruCtures. in Greece; yet is the 

• 
' 11. Id. ibid. The !.~~ttd tec()rb, howcTt1', (itt _ .. err differtnt 

:lcrOUllt (If the IcC, wlu:h the U1fIy of SrlllllCberib (ufI'en:d ill iu rt. 
IIITIl r",1'1\ ;egypt ( I K"'r" Cblp. :d .\ . va. 7-) '" I JhaJI Utcrward 
b"e neu rinn to Tdate. 

:111. H~rod()tllS lih. ii. Cl p. nli. 1I7J. Id. llb. ii.. (lop.. u J .. ii. 
D ind. Sirul. Ji~. i . P.51}. 1I14. ld. ihid. :l1S. HUll-
COIU). lib. ii. ~p. c,:.lviii. 

" laby .. 
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« labyrinth more: worthy of admiration than the pynJ Llna 
(f mida 1

',". " It contained twelve fpac.ious halls, mJ- .~. .. 
n.erioufly communicating with e2ch other, :lind with 4"
IiIteen hundred :apartments of various dimenliollS. aU 
encompaO"ed by one wall, and clofcly r~fed with 
£lolle' 11. 

BELOW ground were an equal number of :apart_ 
ments t" ; but, thofe being appropriated to (acred, 
u(es, travellers were not permitted to fee thetn l ,., 

therefore, we h.avc no dCfcription of them. TIIC' 
Toofs and walls of the apartments aOO\"e ground, were 
encruftcd wi th white marble, 2nd adomed with fi
gures in fculpture. The halls were furroundttl with
in with pillars of the fame m:lfblc, fi nely polifhed 11,". 

Ami at the angle, wncte the hU'J'tmu\ ended, wu 
erc:lI:ed a pyramid two hundred and forty-feet higll ; 
on which werc: fculplIlred cololTeal figures of anirnal" 
and into which there was :II fubtcrr:weous p:Ufage "'. 

Ta.l .£gyptian labyrinth flood ncarCrocodeiJon, or 
the Cit] if C,,"JiltJ, afterw:lfd known by the .llama 
of AtjilflH; which was tituated on the wentrn fide of tIle 
Nue, a little above the lake Ma:ris, in Libya th. But 
that harmony among the twelve chiefs, which gave 

I birth to Co wonderful a ftruCl:urc, was not pc:nnanent. 

/ 
notwithlhnding this fiUpClldous memorial of it. The 
profperityof Pfammitichus, whofe jurifditlion 12Y on 
the fea-coaft, excited the jealoufy of his colleagues ~'J. 

~16. Id. ibid. 
s 11. Hcndot. ubi. (.p. Thb: ki1d.iDc il ~ICO ddcn"bro bf J)~ 

ruI aDd Stn1Io ; bin I bTe coofioed. mr(dl 10 tbe ckfc:riptioD 01 the 
'ftDenbk(~tMr of hillory, wbo ~. it ill 11:1 meR ~ Ibt,; NId. 
who, .. it aff~ hlDl gmt ("&U1i: III admirat",," &lid woodcr, ti:cIM 
to hne aamiDe<!. it 'With peculia: lUrntion. 

278. fd. ibid. sw. Huodotll., lib. ii. "p. nl'fiii. 
s80. Id. ibid. s8r. Hcr040ulI, ubi flip. ,8' , 1d. 

U!id.. et Diod.. · Sica lib. i . po 60, a8, . .Diocl. Siclll. uIIi ru,. 

'They 
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•• AJlT \ They excludecl him {rom ~y a~ar(' jn the gencntgo .. =. 'vcrnmcnt of the kingdom, and confined him to hit 
own diftria d' ; yet he, by the help of foreign troopsJ 
made himfel! marlu of alllEgypt ~'.i; =:nd gave to 
the Egyptian - name a luftre which it had not known 
bnce the days of Sefoftris. 

"n. Ch. 
61°' 

Mm""llT. 
.Ell". 

THE particulars of this revolution , wnich opened 
• ready illtercourfe between lEgypt and Crcece~ I 
filall afterward have oecaGon to relate: d~. At pre
{ellt, ] mull offi:r to your lordfilip an account 

Of tbe GOVE'R.NM'£NT, LAW S, R ELIGION, LEARN-' 

lNG, MANNERS, and ARTS if the A NCIENT 

l£OYPTIANS. 

THE lEgyptian government was monarchical, and 
the king was revered a9 a God; but his authority wal 
fubordinatc to the lawii lil . By the laws he was ob. 

ligc1 

184. ld. ibid. ct Hl:rodot. lib. ii. cap. di. ,8S. H Cl"Odotll', 
lib. ii. ClIP. dii. Diod. Sic,,1 lih. i. p.60. 
. ~86. It waillceomplilhed 6I hundred and ("(IIty ynn bd'or~ the 
Chriftillll >'tn., Ill\d in the r,v~ly-reventh )'tar <If tbe: Nlhonalfaru~ 
>'trl. The cll:te j, thlllaf«rtain~. Diodorw Sicol"" inIomu ... , (lib. t 
p. b. edit. R!.odOlnan.) that Cambyl'n, king of Penia, eonqucrcd 
.5gypt in Iht' Ihll'd ytll, W lhe filly-third Olympiad, ... Mn Pa~ 
nidel of CaU\;u1.oa 'Wall viCior In the tbdion; aDd liC'l'fldol1lJ ,iftl ... ·\. 
I regular Cueet/lion of l£gyplilO kiDgs, tht J'~r' of .... ·hoft r';x .. he 
hu diUindl), marked, from the elention of P~rrunitichua to 'the 
J't rl'il.o tooqutft. (l:kroo:lot. lih. ii. tip. clvii._dnii. ct lib. iii . up." 
_ xi ... ) Th. fum of the Tean of the rcig05,of Ihu(e kinv b the be,. 

sillrung of the reign of l'ralDlllitith ... ; whidl l:IIa), be c ... l1~ the /,.. 
)EClYrTI",. n:... .... 

If Herodotu, had marked th~ ,"',. of the "ir.' or ./1 the ./EDf1t1n 
i;",., of...!>... ,./un l ifNfI. ' 'l"u,r jw .. jfl.8, from ScfollrU dow • .,ntd, 
we might hue carried the chrooologr of this ancien t kingdom •• 
high as the UttffiOD of that vidoriOiH mOllIrd.. But II the rather 
ef hiftory h:as Dot (0 done. the J£iJPlian chronology before the rcigll 
of Pfllmmitiduu ;., in • grnt mcafurc, _jdi.,.I. 

18,. Diod.lIi~1.lih. i . p. 63 ... The}'.! JUtg' of IEnl"," obfU'leil 
~QTtI,. (ibi<l .) "QI ~111 rwr., JiM ojfH~ _"rib., w;"lfifll ,.,Mr ...... 
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liged to rule, and evrn to regulate his prh"atc coudud 
more exaCtly than the meaneR: fubje€t:; certain hours 
being ret apart in the night, as weU '5 in the d:ty, 
wherein he was enjoined to do fornetblng prefcribed 
by the conftitution UI , Hence ftated times were ap_ 

pointed not only (or the difpatch of puLlk buJinef8~ 
but (or tile king's taking the air, bathing, Oeoping 
with the queen, and almon. every (unajon in life ~ ' •• 
The very quality of his food was fixed, and his wine 
dealt out by meafure 29". 

THE lEgyptian monarchs fofe by break of day, and 
read in the morning the difpOltches from all quarters, 
that they might be enabled to gh'( the necdrary in. 
firuCHons to their millifters 20';- They thell wan'cd 
themfel" e6. and having put on their robes, with the 
en ligns of royalty. they wellt to the temple, attended 
by their courtiers, in order to facrificc to the Deity·u. 
The rnanllCr or fo doing is fufficiently curious to re
quire ddcrirtion i efpecially as it furnifhes us with an 
nccount of the public worfhip of the ancient .i£gyp. 
Oans. 

WHEN the ,·ilHms were brought to the 3lt:U, the 
}}igh.prief\: pr3yed, wilh a loud voice. ror the health 

. ...... ~~..., ';11, without Ming fllbjed to « nfure or contnnIL"_ 
Heft; I Il,Jill rCQW'k, th&t by thdc fi;JIliltZ' we are 10 lUIdcrbnd tho 
... ,;." _Ju ..r 4Df/, before Ihe congucn or thai country by Ihl: 
" cr!laM j and confc:.queDlly, thofe of whom I am at prckat t}M:aItio,. 

~!IB. Jd, ibid. l89. Diod. SkuL ubi fup. 
~90' Idem. lib. i. p. 6.t. .. It WII indeed lIrang<:," rtmaru Diocb

I1IJ, "that 110. !lA, foJJ MI A. bft tit lau" iu I'<lgard to his ; .. ry /_; 
.. but it _ rull mOl'C utnordiuur, that" ",w/J "'" ,...u./l "'" .... ,. 
.. ".tv, IN ,,_ ... ",; ... ;" (Bi'lioth. l."';Ii (up.) a Ilrikillg inn.nce ol 
a.hc higb idea the ;utticntl ~ or mon:trrhiCill po ... er !-Al>d, br a 
needr .. .,. doain of reafoming, of the IJ ...... u.1 _.Ir in wrueh it wit 

"... .... 1, '" .... ifoJ. Hence, DD do..bl, Ihl: dctcll.tion in "hieh it_I 
~d br !lie GrceU and R~am. 

;,1, Diod. SielIl.llb. i . P. 6J. 
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and. pro(pecity of the king, recounting his . irtut sJ 
his piety towuds th~ gods, hi8 kindnefs to his people; 

, his temperance, ju.llke, magm.nimity, and good faith-i 
his lenity in punifhing offenders, and his libenlity in 
:rewarding merit ~~J . He next denounced a curfe '!P"' 
on fuch crimes and mifcarriages as the monarch 
might have ignorantly committed; cbarg=.ng the guilt 
and blame upon his miniflcrs and counCellors ~t4. 
'After the king had examined the intrails of the viaims, 
and offered the fac:rifice of atonement, a prieft or feribe 
Kad, out' of the SOlrld Booh, the ediEls, laws, and 
meritorious allions of thoCe lEgyptian monarchs, who 
had reigned mo{\: illu{\:rioufiy in their fever:d ages, 
that the prince upon the throne might profit by their 
example, adhere to thcil' mn ims of government, ::too 
J'efpell the principles of the conftitution . ,~ . 

THE iEgyptian monarellY was di"ided iuto thirty
fi x Nom; or provinces, e3ch of which Jlad its proper 
~'I'emor ; who le" icd the royal revenue, . :and was in
'felled with the adminiftration of public aff.airs within 
his dillrill u 6

• T en of thefe provinces lay in Higber 
lEgypt, fixteen in .Middle lEgypt, and ten in Lower 
J.Egypt ~~7. 

BE SI DE this political diviGon, the territorial pro. 
petty of all the lands of Egypt was divided into three 

I 19J· . ~ · ibid. S94. Diod. Situl lib. i. p.64-
~9.s . Id. ib id. Thil l eoncci'fC to be the: (~nfe. lhor.a,b not the Ii

ttnl meaning of the worda of Diood,oru .. 
~6. Diod. Sinl!. lib. i . p. So. 
aj7. Sm.1!o, G"'1'. !ib. ",,"ii. p. i8,. To ~ 111 {cllUbIe thc(~ di

'f;i£icoDf wefe nllt nu.de br tbe Pcrflllll cmp~r ...... or MacedOllw. _ 
Dlrcht, the (Mne ~,pMr IIbfervn. tim the lEgyptian m<lDMmr 
.. at thlll divickd f"""" kg;"';_: ; (id. ibid.) that il to (ir. froll! 
the m(ln. a.K ;ttlt Unlet of .... hich he bad IlDr informuion. AIId it 
Co:nll highly probabic, that }Egypt '<I'M di ... ided ;nt6 J>"I"I'illtl'l br 
MC~'.iblirft Iring; but the di ... ilie>n hen: mentiOlUci, uno thinr jllrif_ 
CidiMJ. DiodOfUI WW:~ w .. made bl. Seioftris. BiI/MIk.lih. i. . p., .so. 

por-
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portion.; the 6rft being . Dotted to the prjdlhood, for 
*ir maintenance and the fumHhing of public facri~ 
fie!!, ~ the fetond to chc: king for the fupport of hi, 
houlhold, the cxigences of Wilt, and the expence. of 
the <:ivil dbbliiliment; the third to the nation:a} mi
Juil or' (oldier,., infiead of pay'tl, The king, and 
the members of thore two bodies, let their land! to 
the hufbandmen, 2t a fixed rent{" ; fo that no (uJ>. 
jeil in J£gypt. unlefa fum :lIS belonged to the ccctc-. 
lianiea! or military order, bad 2Jt1 property in land. 
And as power naturally follows property, the b:uI ef
fcas of (uch arrangement may be cafily conceived. 

~9a . Diod. SicGI.lih. L p. 66, 6,. The I"t:Ironi ofI"tnil bl Diodo
ru.J, why fo large. portion of Iud wu a/lip«! CQ !be f(lldiu,. an, 
..... " fatilCadory. .. Attached to their COl1lll ry, fa,., he, .. by that 
.. plentit\ll fhzr<', they more fhnrfUU,. undetXO the: huarda of 'Inr • 

.. For it ,.ould hau. beet! .bfurd 10 haft illuuncd the 'afcl), and Ft"" 
'" ~tioo of tM ki.a (dom. to men ,.ho bd nothing ill their c.oua. 
.. try that ln1 dear IIf nlllOlblc to them. And a weightier realOm,·· 
.ddt be, "why (0 ~ • /hare wu .Uotted 10 them. ;. lhi,; that 
.. they might be ilIdl.lcc:d to nurf}'. and rear rhildnn; fo (hat 
., wet'!: might be no DCed of forog,. tr~" (DiMiflt.. lib. L p. 61 •• 
'Th1:lIai-a",lllll~m bu pttllliar fot<:e, u applied 10 we kingdom of 
1F.gypt. w~ aU profdllolll ~rc hereditary; IUId whn-e conC".! 
'ilucmly. the ""my could only be ncruilcd wilh the f",," of foldins. 
Bill thu thofc would be m~ b~"e and apen than 'OOluntetn" 
M' fIlCh u from natun.! inclinnion choCe a milimry lite. an by no 
InUtI1 be admittc<l. The (on of the mon nliant ww-iOf, utWIu~ 
\1 hi$ fatber', ~Ioill. ~y hne 00 t UrD fOC" war: hi. gemu. r.a1 
iaGfu>c him to the OIliCCf 01 f '"il go"cn>lI\aIt; but Cron. thcCc he 
wal acillded in JEgrpt. He 1liiy be filta to atlend a flock of Jltecp. 
or a herd of cattle, th:w to commaD.d a butalion. or to Je:.d an annr 
to battle. But tbc }EmLianl thought dilfcftlltlr. DiodOlru. hal at~ 
tempted to vindico.a.e their poliC'f ; 1101 oolr ia thi. iaftance. but i!).. 

theU- wbole fc~me or hClTditarJ prolcmooo; U COlIlributiog I t once: 
to pllblit: quiet. and to th.:- adn.t.ccmcnt of pto(cffiom,l uceUen«. 
A!ld m~ writtn hne pmoUy (1IhkM."1ted to hi. opinioll. 

111;19- Diod. Siew" ia •. i. po 61. Thq mll(t..uo han lc~ their lando 
to the puicr., Ilr fecd..-n of lh;:cp and othn c:utle, U t.hck fonari 
f ~a cla.U ill J£.ppt. aDd bad DO ~propcrt.J. • 

IN 
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fN confequence of that territorial appropriatiod, 
the members of thefe two orders onl}' had any fhaN 
in Ule government; the menlDen of every other or .. 
d er bcing confined to their proper calling, and prohi~ • 
bited from intcifering in public :l.ffain J..... This "ie 
may confider as an ufurpation of the two higher crdera 
in league with the crown ; for we are told .there Was a 
time, when the w,hole body of the £gyptia:n5 voted at 
t1I.e cloO:ion of a king :SO' , in cafe of an interregnum, 
or when: the lineal fucceffof was judged unworthy of 
{Waring the fceptre r and that, in {ueh el:£tion, they 
paid no regard to rank lO' . But from the 'OI:ra of this 
new Il:ate of property and policy, the eleClion, on 
thefe occaJions, muf\: have been math: by the ecclefia( .. 
tical and military order~ cl"cluJi"e]y. 

FaOM one or other of thefe two orders, the kinlt 
could only be e1eaed \ and:los the power or the prieR_ 
hood or foldiery predominated, the prince appears td 
have been cilher '3 bigot or a warrior 10'. The JEgy?, 

300. Id. ibid. Sl", ~k ",ilh I h~ turbulence of .1Ici~t republlet, 
and the tofTUption hto which democlaW: govc:.rnnu:nt wu falkn, 
Diooaru, apphudl the JEapli:o.n policr in conlini,!, evcf'J dtiun to 
hit panicuiar rroF~mon. alld prohibit;", the people Fl"&l11 intulZled
lir.g'in public affain (ibid.) 1M the c;(;,.nl of Gr<'llt Briu.in hne . 
tOO llil;'h a fcnfe of their own digttily, to he cnn.·uil br rlKh 1'Il.UiIm, 
and 1 /hould be llIl\'.'lJnhr of the cbara~u of I BriWh citi:eo, t. 
m.Olklte them. 

,lOI. Diod. Siru!' lib. i. p. 41. lOa. Td. ibid/ 
.10;. WheD thl. martial fpiril _ not t~lCii ill IQreign clner4 

prife, it fomctwCl bet~mc the iDnrumcnt of domcftic tyr.loDy l 
("crodQt. lih . ii. np. cuiv _ n::n) notwithftudip, the b&l'fien of 
the .iEl:J'PICm CDrlftituliM, \)·hich ,...cre Ihor. Qf limited mOllU'tb.y. 

I }I()I' nQ {h~eb up<ln p!'ClO(llt:VC, unkr. impllkd by lhc collediu bodr 
of .. Ilation, ",til ~vcr be found clfeaual. Nor au the gu~anIb.ip 
pablic pri¥il~~ and immuuiti~ ncr bto pl..,;ed. in wQrfe bandl thaD. 

I tbore of pri. n. and fo!dio,ta. WatpW. by tb: prcjudi= of tiu:ir PU4 
li~ub.r profdlionl, wh~\evu !hue they may hlTe in 11K- territoriu 
p~ny. or ill Ihe gaycmmalt or the k.ingdOOl. the chanaCfUUC · 
featu...,. of t",,1t will nm be: pfQmillCnt. upui<.'l:lcc tiu provei wi8-
ill &II a~, ud jQ ,n COWllt;.,.. 

ball. 
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fWl .~onarchs, however, were gcRenlly under thea 
domuuon of the priellhood ~; hence the unwn. 
like, and fuperftitiou. chanG\er of the nation ,oJ. 
Nor could it be otherwife i for the ecclcfiaftical order 
(<<flU to have filled aU civil offices in lEgypt)o. i 
from tile minHl:en of flatc, down to the coUeaors of 
the public revenue 101. That civil authority. with the 
polTeffion of one thir4- or the land, of the kingdont, 
exempt from tuel lO' . mull have given the priefthood 
great influence, inde~ndent of the awe infpired by 
their facred funa-ion, and their privilege of interpreting 
the will of the Gods. But wi! fubj eCt I flW1 have 
farther occafion to confider, in treating of the lEgyp-
tim religion. 

J USTICE was reguhrly adminiftered in Egypt, b1 
Q prdident and thin)' judges, whore fa1 arics were paid 
by the king ."'. No :ldvocates were allowed to plead 

,,04. All dron to throw off th is e«kbll~ 4oTlliniOl'l, !emu to 
b..-.e driftZl Chcop to t'hllt lip ,fit; JE,yptiaa t=p!ft; (Htrodol. 
Jib. Ii. g p. em .... ) aDd :I ddirc: of beading W body oC bit ptopk 
to royiI a,u.tbority. wd. Q.i( obcditon. without the aid of (upn-Iti. 
I;On, might perhaps indllce. him 10 impole upan ~ thorc talkl, 
which han bcU! r'r~ U (0 griuollJ. (Ill. ibid. tt Diod. Sn.L 
lib.. i. p • .\"8.) 1 (IY ,,/,.,fo_I,.; l or the. ac:(VU.1It of thore Opp. elIiOdf, 
and the wbole hiElory of }l;g)'pt, WAI dcli.(red to Hc. odotIU and 
Diodorul by the pridls; who would oaturally delineate, in the duk~ 
.n (olotln, "cry de(ed ill the. chanda of the pri_ that ,,"c&e: 
bl=it:a1 to theU- orlkr. 

30.\". That thi, wu the gncnl .handu oflhe J£r1pti:am i, ( .. iii:
CM:lltiy attdlcd by r.a., both in the cul1 ud law- peciooh oC their 
__ t hy. Their military mell were n~u able torqxl:lll1 inndq: 
and lbe COP'lQdU they are Caid to .... e made .. ere Ullllitorf. 

306. Diod. SicuL lib. i. p. 66. Slnbo, 'b. nii. P. 1'1: ../EI.i:IlI. 
y..,. 1f"!I. lib. xi .... cap:- EDi .... 

307. C~. AlulUld. SIn.. Lb .... i. 
,01. Tile laJJda 01 1M (oldie..,. ........ I~ ar .. tlll::1. were oJ{o UC1npt"" 

.J trom tuc. (Hcroc!ot. lib. I!. cap. dnill.) ; to that the wbol .. ,.,.,iaht 
of tbe 1J.nd-tn, in J£l1pt, md hln I~lc:n lipan the hutb:lpdmc. 

19-d ~ L. J09· DioL Skullib. i. p. 61. 
before 

, 

, 
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Wore them: nor were the penons pro(ecuted pemittef' 
to fpeak in their oW!!. defence, or plaintiff' or accufen 
.in fUppOTT of thor own caufe? that eloquence or fym
pathy might not bias the judgment of the CQurt J'., 
The whole proccfs was carried on in ~ting ,11 ; and, 
in order to prevent the protr:lll:ing' of fults, lm anfwcr 
on the p:lrt of th'e defend.ant, 2nd one rfpJy only was 
indulged on each fide In, 'The judges confulted toge.

ther, after both parties had been heard, before ther 
proceeded to judgment i and the prelident turned an 
~blemati.c:tl pia:u1'e of TlI..Unl, which he wore up;; 
on his bre:aft, toWltrd the party in whore favout' the 
de-ciffon was given "I, 

TH E (pint of the laws of /Egypt was worthy of 
that folemnitJ wic:h which they were admioiftered. 
Refpe8.ing the natur:t1 liberlY of mao, they allowed 
a creditor to feize the property. but not the perfon of 
11 debtor '··, In order, however, to temper the mild
nds of this 'law, every JEgyptian '"' commanded to 

give in annu:illy, to the governor of the province in 
which be reuded" an attdbtion of hill name, profer. · 
GOD, and the means of his fub6fience,; and whoever 

310. Idem. p·69. 311. !d. ibid. JU. Diod.!~ 
lib.1. P. 69. 

3fJ. Id. ihld. Thil pit'tarc., encircled wilh preciolU tlonca. "" 
f1lfptnd~ b)' a gold (biD, that hllDg renlnd the pfclideot'l neck. (Id. 
p. 6&.) Th~ imIgI: cI "f.,.¥Jj _ n:pr~fa>:~ ... ith #-I'JW (Diod. 
s.cv1.lib. i. p. 45.); thcnb), lignifying, th1' judea, in the difchugc 
of thar olfi~, ought imp:trtiillJ to ':'leigh the tntriH of tile c~nre be
lon them; blipd to "cry CimunftallCC but frum. all. tYCry objc& 
!nit ju/Ut:e. • 

3r .... Diod. SiC1l1.Jih. i. p. 11. 'Wbat..ver dollhtunay be /bled. ill 
repd to fhe policy of !hi. bo .... jn humanity fUOot be caJkd io 
"l"dlion. Tbc humlne (pirit of the .-'EmtllO Ia,., it lIfo eonfpic:\loo 
WI i.II another i.IIRaIlc(, .birh ha, ftrl'w " iD ullmpk (0 all ci'Vi. 
li;I:ed IUltiOOI: WOOllen co".i&:ed of apital uim~ wac OOt pumittCU 
lID be C!;co;v.tc,," IIOtil they had beect dcliTcn:d. Diod. Sicul.lib. i. P. 70. 

forged 



·UICII!NT EUR' OP!, 

forged fuch ceninote, or could not m3.l:.e it appen 
that he lived by an Jlone{\ calling, was punilhtd with 
de2th 1 '1. The punHhmcnt of death ",as aleo decreet! 
againft perjury) .... hich the }Egyptians conftdeted 25 a 
Rl()n atrocious crimc, as injurioul at once to the GodS 
and to mcn j to the G ods, fqr impiou.Gy bringing their 
divinity into queftion ; and to mco, by de(troying thl;. 
RrongeA. bands of human focicty, ver:l.dty :md good 
fa iib J '~. On a fimilar principle, falCe ,"ccufus werc 
condemned to Cuffer the punifhment that ""auld bave 
been infli8:cd on the penoris againll: whom the actu .. 
Cation was brought, if tIler had been conviaed )11. 

ADULTERY WllS (cvewy punifued in )Egypt: 
with a Ihowand ftripes in the man j and in the wo
man, with the 10Cs of her noCe )" , They who re': 
vC3led to ::& public enemy, the (ecrets of the fiate: had 
their tongues Cut out; and 'thoCe that counterfeited 
the current (loin of the ro:tim, the king" feal, the !ig~ 
fla tu,re, of private perronsJ or forged dt:Cds, with fueh 
as dim.inilhed tho weight of money, were condemned 
to lofe both their hands "0.. Wilful homicide was pu~ 

315. Id. p. 6 ~,. 7(1; 316. Dioa. Skul.lih. i. po 69. 
317_14. iloiJ. 
318. lTKML SicuL· lib. i. p., I . If Ih .. , and (ome otbn- RgyptWt 

hi".. /bould be tbenlght crud. rbty ..... ere at kan c:aJclIlr.ttd to obnill 
thl ,rat CIId of 1lI penal b.WlI, the p'fe'ltllflOn of t;l'imCf. Fur- u 
biodMIq wd l ohferft. (nbi fup""), on tl1c pr&nf ~, .. it WIIi lit 
.. that the ad~ .... bo I ttiml bendl ill ord ..... to aUure me:!! to W211" 

.. tcmndi, lhovJd be panifhcd in fhat pm where her dall'1lll thieftJ 

.. 11y," Nor will the i.nfIllelKC ef rucl J>6nilhDient I!pWllMnne,. 1.. 
lIifputed fly the man ~ admin, of beaDt1; nor)y the IiCCII~ 
tioa libenioe, """,0 pride. hirufdl in diilvbing the pe.ce of lNlli<-· 
lin; HId wito,.£or the rae 01 Iii. "'1dt pkafumo, <ro'cmld perbp' 
.huard I rhobf:uld ftlhe.1t the art·. tail. 

319. Id. i!dd. .. That ~ry Olle might be puni/b'ed," ( .. ,.. Oioc1o
t1l'. (abi flip.) .. in thofe nlembcn witb whkh he h.ad olrcn.w." 
Upon the fame prillcip1c, he th~t _ nlo,;dcd of havint '01>1111;11£1 
• ,~ upon I rift 1I'0In.t.ll, bad hi, 1'"'1' pUll lilt off. 14, Iblli. 
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nifbed with death, whether the perfon killed happened 
to have been in ;a I\ate: of freedom or of flalvery Jt.o. 

FIlOM this fiatute it ap~ars, that as no man id 
JEgypt, howe"te:r elevated in his condition. had the
power of vengeance in his own h:mus, fo none wu 
below the protedion of the laws l~' . The prince and 
the peafant were equ:tlly amenable to juftice j the mi~ 
niner of frate, and his molt abjeEl: bond.ferv:mt.: 
And ,wmt is yet ' more memodble .od praife-worthy 
(as it mult bave proVed-a ihong incentive to yirtue, 28 

well 3S 2 refl:raint upon vice). neither the Covereign, 
nor his meaneft fubjell-, could enjoy a reputation after 
death, that ' had not Deen jul1:1y merited' while in life. 
For the operation of the laws of lEgpyt was not (on
fi ned to the period of c:x.i!l:encc . 

• 

To ~ deprived of funeral ' honouTS, fo highly va
lued by all ancient nations, the }Egyptians confwe~d 
'as the greaten, pomble difgrace; yet could none of 
them expeCl: to enjoy thofe honours, unlds by:i. public 
:md folemn decree JU, This decree was pronouoced 

by a court 6f inqueft ; confining of forty judges. of 
high reputation for probity; who !ineoed to all accu
{ .. cion,. apnll. the perron deceafed, and denied him 
public burial, if it appeared that he had been a bad 
member of fociety m , But if no [bin was fixed PF-
011 his memory. his relations were permitted to bury 

J ro. Diad. S;(ul. Jill... p. 10: 
311. Of lhiI we have au tar1r iUld ftriking'.utancc..it!. tile ad<'CII~ 

venture <If Joreph "'ith Potiphar'. wife. (G~. dlap. usi.c. "er. 7_IJ.) 
POtil'har, (Ion. of die gl'Qt o1Ii~ of the CGUn 0[ IF.gypt, thollgh 
coRyinccd that J orcph, his boQrht nave, had mad~ an atttmpt upon h~ 
.... ir,·l'Iinpe. at which ot hi. wrath Wll kindlcd," did n(lot offer vi0;,

lence to hi. perfon : bllt (alt him to pri(ulI, that he: might be pwillhc4 
l,cordiog' lobw. Id. ibid. 

31~, Diod. Sicwl. Jib. i. p. 82. 

7 

3ll. td. L'b. i. p. 830 .. 

him 
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him with 3S much funeral pomp as they'thought pro-. 
pc:r J~4. 

UTl'P.1t 
1. ~ 

' ..... --,,-...# 

NoR. were the }Egyptian monarchs, 2! alre:tdr ob. 
fervttl, cl:empted from that awful jury. On the day 
appointed for the rOY:11 funeral, :I court of inquert, 
according to law, was held. There all complaints 
and accuf:l.tions againfl: the deceafed monarch were 

3~4. kI. ibid. Diooontl Iellt \lJ, on the authority of the i£,,~ 
mila, that from thi, cullom of gi .. iuj\' (eolea te UJX'II !lIe .Iltioat of tho 
doad, :and the ccn:moni.,. with which thjO li!Upti:l.ll fumn'" were ae_ 
com~itd, the Ontb borr"""ed, tbeir dod • ...". of a futufC Rate ot l 
rewaro. aad punilhmentt. (I1iU"...u..lib. i. p. h-!".) AmI all mOo. ') 
<lI:m wntCI'f; ha\'~ contilkn:d hi. report _ infAllihle u ieknce. Bat if 
'\tt rdled, that the bdief of tbe inUllonalhy of the foul wu IIl1io;cr--
ru in the Heathen world, "" it i. at thil day ~mnn, ra""~ ca~ 
we (hall fu,d DO rear"n en. fubCcribing to fu ch an op~lIion. Th~ belkC 
of .. {lItll", flal e if nr ta:JT.rily i"volved in !.hat of Ihe immnrulily of 
the foul; and u foon I ' forirty was dI.blilh~d, mOl11 dillillCt.ionl 
fanned, and civil and Uinlin .. l JaWI in!l. iruted, the notion of ~f'IlI ' 
lind punilhmcntl., in an :Uler-!l.ote, would ""'tinily become, u we 
find it , part orlhe popuw crcd ill every couOtry. 

They who '1~!l.i¢n w ..... t I have .. Ci.m,cd, that the. beli~r of t~ 1m-
1I1000Jity of the foul, IlJId of .. future n.u, i. nOW bck1 by tl,~ 11109. 
{ans-e nations, may coruult Hi}. c,,, . ... Yo;pf'lI ".mho, -"-t ( Cpo-. 
(ially tom. lIV. ini t. Robcrtfon', ll'fl. of -If."",., book iv. HUIChio_ 
fan' , Hi). of .\1';-lIfh~j1" N.J , cbap. vi. and the alltho,. th'"' citaJ. , ~ 

'that it wu nnivcrC .. lly taugbt among o.nrient IllIti''''.,lnd c:onr~ucnto 
ly.bcJirTtd by the body of the pooplc, I n. .. ll utcl"Ir.lrd. h~ve oxnlion 
to pro«. I OWl. lhcreI~ on]1 hue rmlark, tim Diocl.urw" 
fcemingJy dif:uned ."ith lbe popuJu ct'ffd of Cruce, and dc:firoua to , 

give I mom.! origio lo;oll the Hr.-then god. U?OII tbe plu of Euhc_ 
tnenJs, uk ... every opponullilY of .. 1£igning a (rivo!ow «igin 10 rcl" 
,ioulopinion ... 

In .. polOJT (or tltis otherwif .. judicious h ill:ori:UI it lIny be urged. 
pHI with I ra; j)'!l.a, thtl h. lived o~ .... the bqioning of the Chnr
Uall lUll, when Halll o:c. worlhip _ gr..Jolly ",,""upted ;_10 rllch • 
d~grcc, that Divine Wildom thea r~w lit to promulrlt~ _ N.w R E_ 

1;'0'10. ; in whid! the ~IIU of th ~ "--,.r.ty #f tIH foJ. illId tlut iJ' 

• Im,,;_ if "..,.IJ . "" '''ifI--t' Ire .. ,., t it",,, Itt forih; .od ._0&.1 aot only with _III ..JJ1 and ';"iJ -.'~~;..u, but with the 
'Ilril] of the Hatt. . 
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