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P2 R 3. received. And if it was found that he had been 2

good prince, the whole multitude of his {ubjeéts, al-
fembled on the occafion, accompanied with loud accla-
mations the prieft who pronounced his pancgyric; but
if it appeared that his adminiftration had been cruel or
oppreflive, an juniverfal clamour, or murmur of difap~
probation enfued #*, Hence many Zgyptian kings
were deprived of funeral honours by the voice of the
nation, and their bodies expofed to public infult **°.

THESE laws and inflitutions command our venera-
tion, whether we confider them in a2 moral or political
view 3 and give us a very high idea of the fagacity of
the ancient Agyptians. Dut the fyftem of ZEgyptian
government had, as formerly noticed, fome radical
defe@s. It did not fufliciently reftrain the power of

the priefthood. Algypt groaned under a debafing fu-
peritition.

Tris remark leads us, my Lord, to inveftigats the
natwral origin of REvricron ; and the moral caufes
that have contributed to its eftablifiment, among all
civilized nations.

Tre adoration of oNg Gob, the Creator of the
Univerfey and the [upreme difpofer of all events, tee
quires a compafs of thought and a fublimity of fenti-
ment, little fuited to the grofs ideas and narrow con=
ceptions of favages. Chiefly occupied in fupplying
their phyfical wants, or in gratifying theix animal ap~
petites, they are incapable of contemplating the DE1TY
in bis works. But the worlkip of Swperior and Invie
[ible Pewers, the fuppefed Cavses of éxrmmﬁmzry
Ewents, and the Avtnors of (osd and Lvily i§ nas

525, Diod Sicul, lib. i p 66, 326. Xd. ibid.
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tural to man in his rudeft condition " 5 and necef. L
farily proceeds from Hope and Fear, the two main
fprings of the human foul %

AncienT legiflators wifely took advantage of this

propenfity, in order to fubdue the ferocity, and reftrain
the licentioufnefs of mankind **°. They gavea regular
eftablifhment to religion, and made it a chief engine

327. Tn order to eftablifh this pofition, T might celledt the united
teftimony of the moft intelligent travellers, both ancient and modern.
It is even admitted by the moft ferptical philofophers. « All human
% life," obferves Mr. Hume, “ efpecially before the effablifoment of order
* and good government, being fubjet to fortuitous accidents, it is natural fim
& perflition fbould prevail every wobere in barbarous apes; and put men on the
% mafl carnefi inquiry concerning the Invisisex Powers, who dijpefe of
* bappingfi ot mifery” (Nat. Hifl. of Religion, e, iii.) A fimilar obe
fervation had been made by Plutarch, who lived late in the Heathen
world, and whofe hiftorical knowledge was estenfive. © Examine the
* face of the globe,”" fuys he, (Alverf. Coltes.) “ and you may find ci-
* ties unfortified, without the ufe of Jetters, a regular mugiftracy, or
« diftinét habitations ; without poffeflions, property, or the ufe of
% moncy, and unfkilled in the arts; but a people wvithoul the “Inorvledge
% of @ Gop or ReL1Gion ; without the wfe of wenws, ouths, oracler, and
% facrifices to procure good, or deprecatory riter, t0 overt evily no man can
% or ever will find.”

328. « 1 fuppole,” fays Dr, Warburton, “ ii was neither ome nor
% sther of thefe paflions alone, but both togetber, that epened o thife carly
“ mortal; (whofe uncultivated reafm had not yet gained the knowledge, or
« whofe degenerate mauners had loft the tradition of the true God), the fift
“ jdea of Surewion BernGs."—(Divine Legation of Mufis, book iii.
fed. vi.) If it Mhould be objeéted, from the early pradtice of ancient
nations, that barbariens worfbip oaly wifible powers, the cxample of the

* favages of North America will furnith an anfwer. They pay litale
vegard to the Heavenly Bodier, but worthip the GrraT S#1mir, an ine
vifible Power. (See Hifl. of America, book iv. chap. . and the authorities
there cited.) Thunder and lightning, heat and cold, ftorms and fuir
weather, naturally fuggel} to the leaft cultivated mind, the exiftence of

fome Intelligence fuperior to itfelf.

329. “ Tying them thereby,” fays venerable Auftin, “ more clofely
to civil fociety, that they might be more eafily governed." D¢ Civitate
Deiy Lib. v, cap, xxxii. .

G3 o




.
"
f
]

of government 3’95 bhndlng facred rites with cdm
civil forms of high importance to fociety—the nup-
tial union, the inauguration of magiftrates, and the
ratification of treatics **** They alfc took advantage
of that belief of a future flate of exifience, which has
prevailed in all ages, and among all nations *** 5 by
ftrongly piGturing it, as a ffate of rewards and punifb=
snents 233 3 —a {tate where the fouls of men fhall be for

ever

_ 330. Menes, Thefeus, Romulus, Numa, and all early legiflators, as
1 fhall have occafion to fhew, called in religion to the aid of their civil
_and political inflitutions. The pradice of Menes I have already had
occafion to mention.  Dr. Warburton has, therefore, helied univerfal
experience, perverted truth, and contradidted reafon, in affirming
that the MacisTnaTs was called in to the zid of Revicrow. (Divine
Legation of Mofer, book i. feét. ii.) For, in that cafle, Kings or Chief
Megifirates muft hive been eriginally conflituted by prriefie, and nat grisfle
by Kings; 2 dogma better fuited to the durk ages of papal tyranny,
than to the enlightened pesiod in which this learned ecclefiaftic lived.

In a word, there is no hiftorical fa@ better attefted than this; that
the firlt royal legiflators inflituted the ceremonies of religion, and re«
gulated divine worlhip within their feveral jurifdiétions. And, in or-
der to firengthen regal by focerdotal autberity, as well as to kecp the
minifters of religion in due obedience, early kings generally retained
the pontificate in their own hands. (Herodot, lib. vi. cap. lvi. Dion.
Halicarnafl. Lib. ii. cap, xiv. Tit, Liv. lib. ii. cap. ii. Cicero, de Di-
winat, lib.1. cap. xl. Servius, ad Firgil Zn. lib. iii. ver. 80.) In fo
doing, they proved its fubferviency to the fupreme civil power ; and held
it, as they did theclief command of the army, as part of their prerogative.
(Id. ibid.) Among the ancient Romans, ecclefiaftical dignities were
conferred in the Lune manoer as civil offices; by the people, affembled
in their feveral Curie. - Dion, Halicarnaffenfis, lib. ii. cap. xxi.

337, The rites with which thefe were accompanied, among nations
in different degrees of civilization, 1 fhall have occafion to deferibe in
the courfe of this work.

332 “ From the confent of all nationsy " Tays Clegro, (Tufe. Difp, lib. 1.

“caps xvi.) “ we conclude, that the foul furvives the bady.” And Seneca

remarks, ( Epifl. cxvil.) that the confent of all mankind, in theit fears and

bgpes of a fidure flate, is of no fmall weight in determiniog the quef~
o of the immortality of the fuul,

333« All the religions in the world," fays MonL. Bayle, * the

. ¥ falfe as well as the frue, turn upon this grest Hinge, that there is an 15+

WyisiLe Junce, who pusjfer and rewards, q"w:he”w% the

“ aétions



merit of their actions in this world %,

Tuuvs by more clearly diiplaying to mankind, beyond

the grave, an impartial tribunal, whofe decrees admit of -

no reverfal, and whofe juftice it is impoffible to elude ;
toward which criminals are taught to look for final
punifhment, and to which witneffes are made to ap-
peal in atteftation of the truth of their evidence, did
fome enlightened Heathens fortify the moral principle
in the buman breafl, and lay a folid foundation for ;lmf

prudence, as well as for public faith **,
Cou.

Y aftions of men, both opes and fieret.”  (Art. SriNoza, ap. Di. Crit. o
Hifi. tom. iv.) Bur this belief he afcribes to the invention of the mayi-
Jirate s (ibid.) whercas 1 have only faid, that the magifliate took aduan-
tage of it. And Plutarch (Confolat. ad Apollen. ) declares it was fo ancis
ent, that he could neither difiever the antbor, nor the erigin of it
334 In the moft ancient Greek poets, Homer and Hefiod, who
have given fyftems of theology according to the popular belicf of their
country, we find the doffrine of @ future flate of vewards and punifbments
always a fusdamental article. JEfchylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, whale
bufinefs 5 was to reprefent the manners and opiaions of pations both
barbarous and civilized, hear alfo teftimony to the univerfality of this
tenct. But no ancient author has exprefled himfelf more diftinétly
en the fubje@ tlan Pindar.
¢ In the [ad regions of infernal night"
Says he, “ beyond the verge of life and light,
& The cruel and inexorable mind
“ goenging Gods and penal wwoes foall find,
« There frid inguiring Jvfice full besoray i3
 The erimes gommitted in the reslws of day; .
T impartic! Fudyge the rigid Law declare,
# No more 1o be revers'd by penitence or pray'r,
« Bot in she bappy filds of lghts
# Where Phabus with an equal ray,
- mmnlxﬂ:beglh] night,
% Aud gilds the elndld'l day ekl

« The Goed their fmiling bours employ.” Py :
m-mom%" m“mmﬁﬁﬁu are offuly
-ﬁ-hmmmﬁ:y the fate driogs from the “":
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whether true or falfe is highly beneficial to fociety ;

Coxs1pERED in this point of view, RELIGION,

confequently any attempt to weaken its influence is at
once immoral and impolitic, 'We accordingly find,
that the moft wife and virtuous of the ancient hifto-
rians and philofophers, whatever might be their pri-
vate opinions, always refpe@ed public religion, and
bore teftimony in its favour, Timzus the Locrian,
therefore, in difcourfing of the Remedies of Moral
Ewil, after he had treated of the Ufe of Philofsphy to
Jead men of well-formed minds to happinefs, by teach-
ing the meafures of jufi and unjufl, declares that the
coercions of Law and Religion are neceflary to keep
men of perverfe and intractable difpofitions in awej
both thafe punifbments which penal laws inflict, and
thofe torments that Rcifgion denounces aguinft the
suicked 3*°,

‘WiTH this venerable fage, well pradtifed in human
~affairs, agrees the profound hiftorian Polybiuss whofe
knowledge of mankind and civil focicty was equally
deep and comprehenfive. “ If a ftate,” fays he,
¢ could be compofed folely of wife men, perhaps @
“ public Religion might be unneceffary. But as this is
 not practicable, there is no poffibility of keeping in
*¢ order the mafs of the people, ever capricious, and
% agitated by irregular paffions, without the terrors of
¥ fuperftition. The learned ancients, therefore, acted
 wifely,” adds he, “in propagating the belief of the
# Gods; and thofe of the prefent age abfurdly in difcres

¥ gion of an cath, and what fecurity witbout from the Boly rites that as-
¥ company National Compolis # —How cfficacious the fear of Divine Pu-
* niftment i to deter men from wickedngfig and what purity of manncrs
 muft reign in that commnity, where the iomortal Gads them felves are fups
# pofed to interpofe, both us Yudges and Winteffes /"—Cic, de Legib. lib,
3. cap. vil,
238, Peripfuchis Chofras,
2 . % diting



’ ¥ diting fuch opinions, and thereby encouraging the popu. L
€ Jace to contems religious refiraints 31" For,as the great

geographer remarks, * it is impoffible to govern women,
*and th€ commen people, and to keep them pious and
¥ wvirtugus by the precepts of philofophy 33°,”

Bur religion, to produce thefe effets upon the
body of a people, muft be free from licentious doce
trines and obfcene ceremonies : it muft aferibe to the
Deity no ats or attributes unworthy of human jmi.
tation. And in order to render the hierarchy politi-
cally beneficial to a ftate, farther provifion muft be
made ; that the ecclefiaflical order, though interwoven
with, be fubordinate to the Supreme Civil Power, It
was not {ufficiently fo in Zigypt,

Jupces of the nation **°, and mafters of all ftate-
affairs #4°, the A gyptian priefts added enormous tem-
poral authority to fpiritual influence. To their cuf-
tody was committed the records and archives of the
kingdom *#' 5 and they directed the levying of taxes **%
The monarch himfelf was, in fome meafure, fubor-
dinate to them, as his conduct was daily fubjected to
their controul 3+ And they, as the heads of the pub-
lic adminiftration, and alfo the interpreters of the
will of the Gods **, had the power of fwaying his
councils. Theywere the firft order in the kingdom ***;
the depofitaries of the fciences, as well as of the

337. Polyb. lib. vi. cap. liv. 248, Strabo, libA. p. 19, edit. ubi
cit, 239. ZElian, Par. Hifl. lib. xiv. cap, xxxiv. 340 Diod,
Sicul. lib. i. p. 66. Strabo, Bib. xvii. p. 787. 341, 1d. ibid.

442, Clem, Alex. Stram. lib, vi. 343. Diod. Sicul. Lib. i.
p- 63 344s JElian. ubi fup. et Piod. Sicul. lib. i. p. 66.

345. Id. ilid. As a proof of this fupericrity, the new king, in
cale of a failure of the royal race, if eledted from the military order,
_ was obliged ta procure admiflion into the facerdotal body, before he
- #ould afcend the throne, Plut. 7. & Ofir,

laws

!
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 laws *#°; and by them muft have been moved the

whole machine of government, as they only were ac~
quainted with its fecret fprings. One third of the
lands of Egypt, as formerly obferved, beloriged to the
priefthood ; who, in confequence of their civil offices
and facred fun&ions, generally maintained dominion

-over both the king and the people.

Tue Egptians, as might be expected in a nation
under the government of priefts, and prieft-rid kings,
were {lavifhly fuperftitious, They worfhipped a mul-
titude of Gods. Of the chief of thefe I fhall extract
an account from Herodotus and Diodorus, as the leaft
fufpicious authorities,

Tug Deities moft highly and generally adored in
Zgypt, were Osiris and Isis *7, in early times un-
derftood to be the Sun and Maon ; whom the Zgyp-
tians, in one ftage of their idolatrous progrefs, be-
lieved, to govern and preferve the world, and whom
they regarded as the chief caufes of nutrition und
generation ***.  Both feem alfo, in later ages, to
have been #itles, under which the Creator and Gover-
nor -of the Univerfe was worfhipped. For Isis was
fometimes fymbolically reprefented by a Surp and Pi-
LoT ; and the Egptian fymbol for the GOVERNOR of
the UNIVERSE was a Ship and Piler***. Hence the
memorable fpeech of Isis in Apuleius:— I am the
« Parent of Naturey and Queen of all the Elements 5
% every where prefent; ONE SUPREME DEITY, wor-
& fhipped over the wholeworld under a variety of Names,
¢ and with various Rites #%°7, '

Osiris

346. Diod. Sicul. Lib. i, p. 66. Strabo et Rlian, ubi fup.
347. Herodorus, Iib. ii. cap, xlii. 348. Diod. Sicul. lib. i,
p- 10, 11, edit, ubi cit. 349. Jamblicus, de Myfl. Hgypr.
350. Apul. Metamorph, lib, xi. And Lucius, in his prayer to Isis,
addrefies her as the Mover of the Celeffial Bodies, and Queen of Heaven,
- tl
N



- Os1ris, in like manner, was regardedas the Go- O¥
werner of the Univerfe, and the Author of Nature; and
worthipped under a variety of Names or titles ', He
‘was not only confidered as Dionufos or Bacchus, but as
Pluto, and as AMMON or HaMMON, the Egyptian -
name for the Supreme Gods and frequently as Pan 5%,
And we have feen that Pan was worfhipped by the
Al gyptians as the Governor of the Univerfe, the Author
of Nature, and the Parent of Generation.

In the firft rank of ZEgyptian Deities was alfo placed
Miwp, or Spirit; the animating Principle in the Uni-
verfe, and equivalent to the Greecian Zeus and the
Latin JuPiTER; Vurcaw, or Fire; PALLAS, or
Airy CERES, or Earthy; OcEANUS, or the element

Earth, and Hel!; the CazaTrIx and Preserves of oll things. (1d. ibid.)
That fhe was confidered as D.mster or Ceres, 1 have formerly had
occafion to oblerve, on the authority of Herodotus, (lib. if. eap. lix.)
and the fame is affirned by Diodorus, (Hildisth, lib. i. p. 13.) 1F 1
might here indulge a conjeéture, 1 fhould fay, that the Zgyptians, as
carly s the time of Herodotus, feem not ouly to have known, that
the Moow is a planet attendant upon the EAn-Tu, but that the Earnrn is
one of the fix SoLar Praners. And this leads me to ohferve, that
the different nawes of the Heavuzs Guos, in different countries, and the
coincidence Of their wamer as Planets, Elements, and Spivitual Suyam
has introduced great confifion into Gentile Theology; but nothing fo much
as the wariour names for the Svea eme Gon 5 and the neceffury diffinilion,
not slways clearly marked, between JuriTen as a Plases and asthe
Spivitual Governor of the Univerf.

351. Avfon. Epip xxx.

352. Diod. Sicul. Billisth, lib.i. p. 22. Dr. Warburton afferts,
(Divine Legation, book iv, fet. iv.) that this mode of allyerifing the
Fgyptian Gods, and inclading different Deities under the name and
attributes of the Surerme Bring, was a late jnvention, 'We have un-
difputed evidence, however, befide the Orpbic Hymn to Pan, before
quoted, that it was wery oncient. The goddefls Neith or Pollar, wor-
fhiipped as the Air in the time of Diodarus (as we fhall fec), was not
only worthipped as Diwime IV ifdom in the time-of Plutarch (17 # Ofr.)
‘but in the earlifi ages, at Sais; whence her worthip in that charaler
was introduced into Greece. :th.urm) Mwh

Cecreps and his /Egyptian colony, i
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of Water 3, ¢ Thefe Gods,” adds Diodorus, < the
& Egyptians fay travel through the weorld ; rcprefenting
& themfelves fometimes to men in the fhape of facred
¢ living creatures, fometimes in the buman or other form.
¢ And this,” remarks he, “is not a fable, but firifily
¥ true, if it be admittedy that thofe Gods generate all *
& things 4" Hence it plainly appears, that the theo-
logy of the Agyptians, properly underftood, was alle
goricaly and their public worthip fymboiical,

Tue Agyptian Gods of the fecond clafs confifted,
according to Diodorus, of illufirious men exalted, after
death, to divine homours ***.  His words are to the fol-
lowing purport. “ This is the account given by the
“ JEgyptians of the beavenly and immortal Gods. And
« befide thofe, they fay, there arc TERRESTRIAL
« DEITIES, [prung frem the former, and who were
« originally mortal men; but who, by reafon of their
“ beneficence, have obtained the rank of Gods 35°.”
Here we have an irrefragable proof, that, the Gaear-

ER

853, 1. p. 17, Y2, Hater or Mejflure, fays Diodorus, the ancient
Greeks called Oceanus 5 but the Egyptians account their Nile to be
Oceams. { Biblioth. 1ib. 1. p.13.) This, if any more than a compli-
mentary litke, could only be the opinion of the vulgar,

a84. Biblioth. lib. i. p. 12. ¢

355. Diod. Sicul. ubi fupra. The deeply learned and candid Shuck-
ford, therefore, very jultly concludes, that the worfip of men and
swomen was the laffi flop of AEgyptian IDOLATRY. Sacred and Profane
Hifl. of the World conncfled, vol. ii. p. 330.

356. RBiblioth, lib. i. p.12. Among the latter, adds Diodorus, are
numbered certain JAlgyptian monarchs; fome of whoms have, if inter-
pretation be nfed, got the fome nawes with the CorrxsTisr Gobs.
(Id. ibid.) This remark is obvioufly offered to reconcile his readers to
the account which he afterward gives of the reign and adventures of
Ofiris and Ifi. But it requirss only a found underftanding, and un-
prejudiced mind, in reading his narration, (all previons information
apart) to difcover, that Ifis and Ofiris arc mytlical perfonapes. Ofiris
travelled over the whole world, difpenfing benefits to mankind; and both he
and Mis claimed eslgfial birih. (Diod. Sicul. lib. i, p. 13~23.) Nor

: neede



er Gops of.&‘gypf were mdudmdn:ﬁd,_ﬁnn
‘Warburton and other learned men have afferted. For

Diodorus was a profefled difciple of Euhemerus, on
whofe authority chiefly they build their arguments 7,

YET, even on the teftimony of Diodorus, T am able
to maintain what I formerly advanced, * That the
« Twelve Gods, the Dii Majorum Gentixm of the Hea~
% then world, by whatever names worfhipped, were the

needs this excite our wonder; for the hiftorian had before told us, that

ey were the Sux and Moown. (Biblieth. lib. i. p. 10.) Yet have the
reign and sdventures of Ifis and Ofiris been ferioufly related by many
grave authors; and [yltems have been written on the fuppoefition,
that they, and other mytbological fovereign:, were mortal kings and queens,
who had been placed among the celeflial Gods by the gratitude of anciens
Juperflition, for their bemeficence, while on earth. 1 am far, however,
from denying the deification of kings and heroes; but they always
held a fubordinate rank among the Heathen Gods,

357. And he has indaftrioufly colle@ed every fabulous tradition
concerning the birth, nurfing, veign, and death of the Gods, both ZEgyp-
tian and Grazcian. (Biblisth, Lib. i. iii. v. paflim.) But thefe fales, as
Mr. Bryant has demonftrated, in his Awelyfis of Ancient Mythology,
(wol. i. ii.} had all their origin in the rife, prepagation, prevalence, and
decay of HEATHEN SUPERSTITION iR different places, a8 conneled with
the worfbip of any particular God ; or of the famse God, under different
namci.

Mr. Bryant indeed conjeftures, that all the Heathen Gods were
only fo many sitles of the Sun. But this whim, not the moft fingular
in his [yftem, does not deftroy the force of his reafoning; nor invali-
date the authorities by which his arguments are fupported, in regard to
the point in queftion. One prime authority, however, {eems to have
efcaped his notice. Herodotus, dates the reputed birth of eertain Gradan
beroer (real or imaginary), who afterwards bore the fame names with
certain  JEgyptian Deities, from the time that the werfip.of thfe Deities
was infroduced into Greeee. (Herodot. lib. ii. cap cxlv. cxlvi.) He there-
fore declares, after gueflioning the mortad exiflence of DioNveos or
Baccuus, the rgputed fon of Semele, and acknowledfging that of Hex-
cuLee, the fon of Alcmena, “ who lived famous, and grew old in
© Greece;” that he thinks thole Greeks act molk wifely, who build fem-
plerto bath the Egyptian and Gredan Hrncuvwrxs, fuerificing to the
former 88 an immertal Being; under the mame of Ouymrian; and bonsurs
qhm:-hammm lib.n.up:lin.dn-
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© FHE HISTORY OF
“Mﬂlb’ Bedies and Four Elomenty, under the di-
v “ réltion of a Spmmah?&urmor; for if we add the
five primary planets to the frven Gods mentioned,
on the report of this hiftorian, we fhall complete the
number. And that thele fioe planets, Saturny Fupiter,
Marsy Venusy, and Mdeveary, were included among the
CoEerestiAL Gops, and confequently of the firff order
of Heathen Deities, has never been difputed.

In thefe particulars, the public religion of the
gyptians refembled that of other ancient polytheits ;
but in one it differed widely from every other form
of fuperftition. The Egyptians wor/bipped all their
GREATER GODS under the form of Brutes, or in brate
and buwman’ forms conjoined ***; a farther proof that
their wor/bip was fymbolical, Various, however, have
been the conjetures, and laberious the inquiries of
the learned, concerning the origin of Brute-worfhip,

Ax account of the Rif, and carly progrefs of Ino=
LATRY; will form a neceffary prelude to the inveftia
gation of this fubject.

I HavVE laid down as a fundamental principle, that
% Relizion is natural to Man.” And although it is

258, This practice, which appears to have bedn 15 old asthe daye of
Mofes, (See Warburton's Divine Legatien, book iV, fe. iv.) was uni
vesful in later times. (Diod. Sicul. libsi. et Strabo, lib. xvii. paffio)
Dr. Warburton refts his- preol of the antiquity of that mode of wor-
fhip chiefly on the Golden Culf, worthipped by the Iraclites in the Arae =
ian defert. (Divine Legation, ubi fup. ) This he confiders as an iwitation
of the gyptian fuered Bull, the [ymbol under which Ostrrs wis woor-
Jhipped. And he thinls the fraclites did not pay their adorations tothe
krutal forss, but to the TRux Gop under that firm. (Id. ibid.) He alfo
corfjedtures, and feemingly with grem truth, that the worfiip of Osiars,
in the living Bull, had not then been introduced into Mgypt. For
stherwile: the raclites would have been fatisicd with a »eaf Calf or
mmdmhwma.mmam ml
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found that mankind, in the favage flate, are generally
too much occupied in fupplying their phyfical wants,
and in gratifying their animal appetites, to be able to
contemplate the Drity in his werks yet they no fooner
emerge from that condition, and apply themfelves to
the pafturing of cattle, and the cultivation of the earth,
than having occafion more accurately to obferve the
regularity of the feafons, with the appearing and difap-
pearing of the Celeflial Bodies, they begin to difcover
a FirsT CAUSE, or Prime Mover of the flupendous
machine of the Univerfe. Confcious of their depen-
dence upon that GREAT BEING, and defirous of con-
ciliating his favour, or averting his difpleafure, they
offer to him, under the wide expanfe of heaven, and
wlually on eminences *°, the mofl valuable produce of
their fields and flocks 3*°.

L-M

THIM

359. That mankind eriginally facrificed in the open air, is too well
attefted by writers, both facred and prophane, to be difputed ; and that
they alfo facrificed, in early times, upon bigh places, on hills and meun-
tains,. we have fufficicot evidence, both in the worhip of the fulf and
the frue Gon. When Balak, king of Moab, wanted to obtain anan- |
fwer in his favour, ke took Baluam the prophet “ up to the bigh pleces .
“of Baav; (Numbers, chap. xxii. ver 41.) and when Abraham, 1o &
@ill carlier period, was commanded to facrifice his fon Ifaac, s 3
burat offering to the Lord, he carried him to the top ¢f “ one of the
“ mountains in the land of Moriah ;" (Gen, chap. xxii. ver, 2~13.) and
there aftually facrificed 2 ram. (Id. ibid.) They imagined, it appears,
that they thereby obtained a nearer communication with the Deity.

36o. That the firlt men fucrificed to the Deity the produce of their
Jieldsy and the offipring of their flock:, we have the authority of the Fa-
ther of facred hiftory to affirm. For we are told, that “ Cain Jroughe |
<« &f the fruits of the ground, an offering unto the Lord ; (Gen. chap. iv.
“ yer, 3.) and that Abel allo droupls of the firfilings of his flock”’ (1d. |
ver. 4.) Nor are we left in doubt that the piows effered what they thooght
wnsfl waiuable; for itis pot enly fuid, that “ Abel brought of the firfilinge
« of his flock 3" but « of the fas thereol” (Ger. ubi fup.) In 2 word, it |
appears, that mankind have alwaye offered to the Deity whatever was |
moft accsplible t0 themfelves 38 food ox drind. Hence we may érace the

3 e progrifi !



Tais pure wordhip, paid to oNE Almighty Go®
without the intervention of images, prevailed over
Arabia and Syria in the tinie of Abraham; when
the head of every family, or the chief of the tribey
officiated as prieft *** : and we find it alfo in Arabiu,
! among Joband his friends, in a ftill later age ***, Into
Arabia, however, Solar or flar-warfhip had found its
i way in the days of Job. Hence the expoftulation of
i that venerable patriarch, in vindication of his inno-
cence.  If I bebeld the Suw, when it fhined,” fays he,
“ or the Moo walking in brightnefs; and my heart
“ hath been facretly enticedy ox my mouth hath kiffed my
 band, ¥ fhould have denied the Gop that is absve 3.
Here we difcover an allufion to the worthip of the
Heavenly Bodies. And that feductive worfhip, which
is fuppofed to have had its origin in Chaldea, foon
fpread over the Eaft, under the name of, Zabiifm ***.

Progrefs of nations in eivil improvement, but more efpeciully in agrizultire
and proging, in their Jibatives and ficrifices ; from a bead of barley, and a
[imple cabe, o kid, goats, lambs, raneey billsckry and beifers ; and from qeater
to milk, oil and <wine. (Sce Prophyr. de Ayfiin. lib ii. & Eufch. Prep:
Evangel. lib, i. cap. ix.) The Arsbians were become fo profufe in their
facrifices, as carly as the days of Job, that his three offending friends
offered to the Lord, * jruen bulvels and feven rams, as 2 burnt-ofiering.”
Job, chap. xlii. ver. &, 9. )

301. Gen. chap. xiv. ver. 18—3z0, chap. xx. ver. 4~6, and chap.
2xii, ver. 13,

362. When Job lived is uncertain 3 but it is gemerally agreed, that
the dramatic biffory, which bears his name, was compofed after the time
of Abraham, and not later than that of Mofes. One thing, however;
isincontrovertible, that Job and his friends, though obvioully ftrangers
to the Moluic inftitutions, and to the hiftory of the Creation, ag delivers
ed by the Hebrew legiflator, all zealoully maintained the tenct of ene
Gop, the Maler of Fleaven and Earth; and they, in acknowledging the
Jufiice and goodnefs of His moral G , alfo maintained the dodlrine
of annff-hmhg. all-wvife, and merciful Provivence. See Yob, chap,

iv. v i il xiil, pexiii. xxdv, v, sexvi, sxevii,

363 Job, chap. xxi. ver. 26—a8.

‘5'64. See Malmouid, Mereh Newach. ¢t Pocock, Spesim, Hif. Ara=

.
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Ix the Rife of ZArrism we difcover the Root of Po-
tyTueisM and IpoLATRY. For all the various forms
of Heathen Superfiition, were only fo tany fbosts from
it; adapted by artful politicians to the fatz of barba-
rifm or civility in different nations, and modified ac-
cording to chmates, and incidental circumflances. To

attempt, therefore, to account [yflematically for thefe vas
rietics, would be to expeét to find order in chaos, and
uniformity in the brain<fick vifions of fanatics; or in
the tricks, which princes and priefts have devifed, ta
take advantage of buman weaknefs.

I swALL have occafion, however, in unfolding the
hiftory of diftinguithed nations, to treat of their re/i-
gious as well as civil inflitutions. There it will farther
appear, that the great objeéts of wor/bip, in all Gentile
nations were the fame. Here I fhall offer to your Lord«
fhip a fhort account of the early Progrefs of ZaBtism;
neceffary not only for the better underftanding of the
Superfiition of the Agyptians, but of Heathen fuperftia
tion in general.

Tue Chaldeans, or Zabians, added to the original
wor/hip of oNE Almighty Gop, the Creator and Go-
vernor of the Univerfe, a fecandary worfbip of the
Heavenry Bopies; which they regarded as his A~
nifters *°*, and adored as AMediators between Him and
Jinful Men**°,  They confiderered thefe glorious orbs

- as

365. Diod, Sicul, lib. ii. p. 116,

366. Maimonid, Moreb Newoch. et Pocock. Specim, Hiffs Arabice.
“ The neceffity of a Mediator between Ged and Man,” fays the pious
and learned Pridcaux, * was a general notion, which obtained among
« all mankind from the beginning. For being confcious of their own
& meannefs, vilenefs ana impurity, they could not conceive how it was
« poffible for them of themfelves, to have any aceefs to the all holy, all
« glorious, snd fupreme Governor of ull things. They confidercd him
* as too 4igh, and too pure, and themkelves too low and polluted,

Vor. L H A
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as the habitations of GENily or webicles of pure Spi-
ritual Intelligences, by whom they were moved; who
animated them, as the foul does the human body ; and
through whofe agency, they fuppofed, the Supreme
Being governed the world ; that holding a middle nature
between the Maff High and Man, they were beft fitted
to become Mediators between Gop and offending mor-

tals 3%7,

TuE Zabians were at firlt fatisfied with merely lifting
up their fouls in prayer to thefe Miniflers of the Divine
Vil but they afterward proceeded to bwrnincenfe to
them, and to make fuch oblations as they thought molft
agreeable to their feveral natures. They accurately
obferved their appearing and difappearing, their con-
junélions and afpeéls; dividing the fuperintendance of
the world among them, and affigning this or that fpe~
cies of being to each particular Planct’s adminifira~
tion3*, And according to the number, and rank of
the CoeLeEsTIAL BODIEs in their effimation, they

% fucha converfe. And therefore concluded, that there muft he a Me
% diator, by whofe means only they could make any addrefs unto the
% Myl High; and through whofe intercellion alone any of their peti-
* tions could be accepted. But no clear Revelation being then made
“.of the Mediator, whom God had appointed, becaufe as yet he had
“ not been manifeited unto the world, they took upon them to addrefi unte
“ Him, by Mediators of their own chufing. And their notions of the
“'Sun, Moon, and Stars,” &c. Comncd. of the Old and New Teflament,
part i. book jii.

. 367. 1d.ibid. A doétrine fimilar to the Zabian appears to have been
held by Socrates, from what his fcholar makes him deliver in the cha-
rafler of Diotima. “ Through this middle [pecies of Being,” fays he,
“ propbecy in all its different papes, and all forms of divination are canveyed
“to men; for the Divine Nuture never bwmediately mixer, or compnie
“ cater with the Humaen. But, through the intervention of Genr, all
“ communion und intereonr[e between the Deify and manlind is carried on,™
(Plato, Symper.) Hence the belief in the wifitation of Axervs, and in
ewleflial Vifions; whether prefented to mortals, while waking ot afleep. .

368, Maimonid. et Pocock. ubi fup, :
ey marked



marked a fucceffve revolution of Time in feven Davs,
which we ca/f a WEEK ; and confecrated each DAx to
its Guardian OrB *®.

THs rites of the Zabians, however, gradually mul-
tiplied'; and their wor/bip grew more fenfual.  Their
mediatory and guardian Planet, they obferved, fre.
quently withdrew from their fight 5 while they ftood in
conftant need of his interceffion or proteliiom  They,
therefore, formed to themflelves [ymbolical figuress
allegorically reprefenting the powers and properties, not
only of each Caleftial Orb, but of the SUPREME Be-
ING and his chief Attributes ¥'°.  Thefe they put im;s
Shrines, to which they pard divine wor/bip; placing
above every other Shrine that of the F1rsT Cavsk, ay
worthy of the bighe/l adoration®™".

From the worfhip paid to thefe fhrines, and to the
fymbalical figures they contained, intelligible only to
the learned, it was natural for the fuperititious vulgar
to go one ftep farther; to defire an IMAGE of the
GENIUS fuppofed to inbabit-cach Planet, in place of a
myflical SYmeoL. Such images, or fanfied likeneffes,
were accordingly devifed by the Zabian priefts, and
made of the metal imagined to be moft confonant to
the nature of the feveral cceleftial orbs ; of Gnid, to the
Sun; of Silver, to the Moony of IrRoN, to Mars;
of Duickfilver, to MERCURY ; of Tin, to JUPITER
of Copper, to VENUS; and of Lead, to SATURN *7*;
thereby

369. Specimen. Hift. Arabice, ap. Pocock. This cuftom, which has
prevailed in moft nations, feems to favour the affertion of the Za~
biaus, that their religion, as it is among the oldelt in the world, has
fpread over the whole carth; of to prove, that mankind, in all coun-
tries, are difpofed to the worfbip of the Celefial Bodies, and capable of ol
Mwmwmmuamm Here alfo we
difcover the erigin of the opinion of the Guardianfip of ANGELs,

a7o. 1d. ibid. 371. Spesim. Hifl. Arabice, ap. Pocock.

37% 14.ibid. 1f Mr. Bryant had attended to this application of the
ﬁw‘m»mmdmwdﬁ-ﬁwmu
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thereby fixing the application of the names given by
Chymifis to the differcnt metals, as univerfally received
over the world as the number and order of the Days of
the /Veek.

To thofe Images, after their confecration, the Zabians
burnt the richeft perfumes, and made the moft coftly
facrifices; believing that their prayers and oblations to
the Genius thought toinbabit each planet, the Minifter
of the MosTt HicH, and Mediator with Him, were as
acceptable when offered to the Zmage, as to the real Orb,
when /plendent in the Heavens >, 'We may therefore
conclude, with learned Owen, that IDOLATRY had its
origin in Zabiifm, or the waor/hip of the Celeflial Bo-
dies?7%  And I fhall add, that its canfe was the necd of
a vifible Object of wor/bip 5 which Human Nature, un-
lefs aided by Philofophy or illuminated by Revelation,
feems to require to affif? its devotions,

BuT Zabiifm, even in its corrupted ftate, was notin.
confiftent, we find, with the doétrine of a First
CavsE: nor (as we have feen in treating of the Chal-

might have faved bimf{lf the trouble of attempting to prove, that
Chrufes, the Greek word for Guld, was a corruption of Ghufos or Chus:
dar would he have faid, that GelZ had na relation ta the worfip of the
Suw. TFar lefs would he or Selden, if they had attended to the early
aworfbip of the Crleflial Bodies, have aflerted, that o/ the Gods of Gentile
wdatiguity are refolvadle into the Srx., (Sclden, de Diis Syris, Syntag. ii.
Bryant, New Syfiem of Ancient Mytbology, vol. i. paffim.) The Sun in-
deed, as might naturally huve been expedted, was univerfally wor-

‘&JP‘PCJ over the Heathen world. The »off gloriows Heavenly Body,

W 'the wifilie Ruler of the Day, and the immediate canfe of Light and Heat,

= ‘ﬁhd ot fuil to receive adoration, Srom nafions who blended the werfbip
©

the Coeaton with #hat of his Works, But that the Sun was evep
aworfEippad as the Surnemr Derry, unlels by rude hovbarians, we have
fio reafon to believer for all siwifized Heathen nations acknowledged a
Hicuer Powsn than the Calsfiial Hodies; and the Svx-was ons of thofe
bodies.

373 Maimonid. March Newsch. et Pocock. Specimen Hif. Arabica.

374 Owen, de Qriy Zdal, Lib, ik cap, ive . &

.




ANCIENT EUROPE

deans of Babylon) with the belief of a SupreME Go- S
VERNOR ***; who affigned the Sun its Ration, and h‘_‘_jﬂ
according to whofe eternal laws the Planets, with un. y
erring concord perform their revolutions ¥7%

WHETHER cceleftial worfhip paffed from Chaldea
into ZEgypt, or took its rife in the latter country, as in
the former, from the perpetual vifibility, and alluring
beauty of the Heavenly Bodies, I fhall not pretend to
determine. But that the adoration of thofe bodies, in
fubordination to a divine Iutelles?, was the moft ancient
public wor/hipof the gy ptians, is univerfally allowed* 77;

and -

375. Diod. Sicul Tib. ii. p. 176,

376. 1d. ibid. ¢ The Chaldeans believe,” fays Diodorus, © That the |
 order and beavty of the Unrverfe ure the gfedts of a certain Diving |
“ Provipexce; and that the Heavenly Bodies are not moved of them=
& felves, or fortuitoyfly, but according to the determinate and firmly ratificd
# decree of the Deiry.” (Bibliseb. 1ib. §i. p. 116.) But the Chaldeans
believed in the efernity of the Worid or Univerfe. (1d. ibid.) How then,
it may be fuid, could they believe it to be the work of a Deity 7 ~The
difficulty is thus folved by the Graecian commentators upon Plato und
Arillotle, who held nearly the fame opinion. “ Minp or Gop was / e oA
@ before the World; not as if the ene exified bufore the otber in T IME, 4 %
* but becaufe the Waorld praceeded from Mo § which was, in order of, | o+
“ Nature, ¥ins7; a5 the Cue thercof, and its Arsbetype.” (Plotinugyas £ o]
Eng. iii. lib. ii. cap. i.) * Whence it follows,” fays the fame Philofopher, |
“ That the World, which procecds from the Desvy by way of ffulge 5 *
% ence, muft have been coeval with Gop as Light was corval ith the® =~ | ©
“Su.” (Id. En, v. lib, viii. cap. xii.) ‘To fhe fame purport Simplis# o s 5efadl
cius: (i Ariftot. Phy[ lib. viii ) « Ariltotle, though he confiders Gop, Jos ¥
“to be the Caufe of the Exiflence, and of the Masions of the Caleflial & Al
® Badies, yet concludes the Univerfe to huve been eternal, :ndwm;"‘“ ‘@
“ hut to have procedeed from the Desry,” & J‘:-—’ e |

577- This Dr. Wacburton admits, and even takes pains to rnf% e |
(Divine Legation, book iii. fecl. vi. and book iv. feé. iv.) though he
makes & very fingular ufe of it. He thinks, however, it is not only
poffible, but bighly probable, that the werfbip of the Frrar Cavsz was
prior to the worflip of the Celg¥al Bodies, or any form of Tdslatry; (Die
wine Legation, book iii feé, vi.) a pofition which I have endeavonred
to eftablifh; as equally necefury, for the vindication of God's moral
government and the [agocity of the Human Mind. I may even venture to
go a ftep farther ; and conclude with the deeply learned and impartidl

: Hj . Cudworth,

<
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and five primary Planets, in coujun&mn with the four
Elements, under the government of an a/l-ruling and
all-pervading SP1R1T, I have already proved.

Tuzst Gods were reprefented by allegorical [ymbols,
expreflive of their fuppofed qualities. And as the
meaning of thofe fymbols was only known to the learn~
ed, the ignorant multitude, we may believe, often wor-

Shipped the mere [ymbol of each God, as the ultimate
object of their adoration. Here we difcover the true
Origin of what has been called Brute-wor/bip.

Dr. Warburton was, therefore, wile in rejecting all
former theories of Brute-worfbip ™ ; and in afcribing
it to allegorical Symbaols*. But1 can by no means
_agree with him in thinking, that the Symbals, which
led to this worfhip, among the Zgyptian vulgar,
were merely thofe employed in HIEROGLYPHIC WRi-
TING ¥*°; though I can readily admit, that it had its

Cudworth, « That all that multiplicity of Pagan Gods, which makes fo
# great u fhew and noife, was really nothing but feveral names and so-
% tions of one Supreme Deity, according to its different manifeflations, gifts,
% and ¢ffees in the world : fo that one unmade Self-exiflent Derry, and
% no more, was acknowwledzed by the more inteliigent of the dncient Pagans;
“ for of the opinions of the fotti/b vu/rer no man can pretend to give an
 gccount, in any religion."” (Tntellettual Syfiem, chap. iv. feét, xiii.) That
the Agyptian vulgar were truly forsid I fhall afterward Have occafion
to fhew.

378. Three of thefe deferve particular regard : 1, That the Agyp-
tian fuvention of difinguifbing the conflellations, and marking cach of them
with the mame of fume animal gave rife to Bruteworfbips (Lucian de
#mbxm.) 2. That ithad its erigin in the doffrine of God's pervading ali
ﬁht:, (Porphyr. de ifinentia, lib. iv.) <3. That Brute: were made
the objects of wworBip only us the Symbols of the Finst Cavse, confi-
d:rcd in his various astridutes and eeltjons. (Jamblic. de Myfl. M,)
But thefe three fuppofid caufis of Brute-worfbip, if combined, account
nﬂur for the ufe of brutal forms in allegorical Symbals, than for the wwar-
ﬁ} of Brutes; whether in the i image or living animal,

379. Divine Legation, book iv. fet. iv. 380, 1d. ibid.

b



vifein the SymsoLicAL FI6URES feulptured on the LETTE

porticoes of the Zgypiian temples.

For we know that thofe Symbolical Figures were
more fIriking than Hieroglyphical inferiptions *** o they
confequently would make a greater impreffion upon the
minds of the fuperflitious Agyptians. And when ex-
plained, they probably contained more meaning. Nor
have we any reafon to believe, that the body of the
people in Zgypt ever paid much regard to Hierogly-
phic writing, or revered ite feigned divine origin 3*3,
Though chiefly, if not folely confined to the two higher
orders in the kingdom, it was fufficiently familiar to
prevent adoration,

YT if the profound Doctor had liberaffy interpre-
ted the allegorical Symbols employed in Hieroglyphic
Writing, great merit muft have been afcribed to him.
But he had no fuch liberal views. The champion of a
paradoxical fyftem, in the profecution of which the
whole vigour of his genius was exerted, he puthed
afide every authority, and trampled upon every opi-

381. Herodot. lib. ii. pafim.

382. Sce the Divine Legation of Mafes, (book iv, fed. iv.) where this
pofition is maintained. [have already had occafion to make fome re-
marks on the nature of Hieroglyphie writing, in order to retify a ge-
neral miftake; * that it was inventad for fecrecy, not for public ufe.” And
I {kall'here hazard an opinion, accompanivd with a corroborating tefti-
mony, that fymbolic wwriting, which avole out of piflurevriting, com-
mon to all rude nations, in 2 certain ftage of their progrels, (to the
Mexicans and Japanele, as well as the Hithiopians and Agyptians) is
no proof of the antiquity of a nation; though its early or happy inven-
tion, may be confidered asa miark of the ingenuity of a people, ®The

@ Bgyptians,” fays Tacitus, (Aunal. 1ib. xi) in tracing the rife of
alphabetic woriting, * eriginally cxprefid the wnceptions of their mindi by
4 the figures of animals.” “'This refpecable suthority feems to have

‘efcaped the notice of Warburten 3 or perhaps it did not, in all refpects,
fuic his purpofe; though a fireng teftimony in fupport of his theory,
‘(which 1 have sdopted) I.ht ﬁ]uoglyphu erting was nof invented
for fecrecy,

H4 nion,

|
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|
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Inftead of explaining the Egypuan fymbah with the
liberality of a philefopher, a character which he fome-
times affeéts, we difcover only in his inquiries the
narrow mind of a candidate for a bithopric. % The
# Brute-worfbip of the Egyptians,” fays he, © was
# at firft altogether abjective of their Hers-gods ¥

BuT the venerable Father of Hiftory affirms, on his
own knowledge and obfervation, that the Agyptians,
worthipped 70 Heroes **.  And he fuppoerts his affer-
tion by the teftimony of the /Egyptian priefts; who,
after having given him, in a chronological feries, an
account of th long fucceflhon of their kings, declared
that none of thofs Lings had been either reputed a God,
or deified a3 a Hero®. They alfo declared, that, in
Agypt, no God had taken the form of a Man; nor had
they ever heard of [uch a thing, either during the reigns
of their more ancient or later monarchs**®,

283 Warhurton's Divine Lepation of Males, book iv. fe@. iv. Yet he
had before tald us,that the/ir? Gods of the Mgyptians, uficr the eflablifb-
ment of Polytheilm, were the Swiand Meon. Mult not their aligos ical
Symbo's, thercfore, have been af finfl cbjestive of thoje Geds F—as we find
fuch fymbols were among the ancient Chaldeans, and all oriental wor-
fhippers of the Celeftial Bodies. And the  firfl natural Gods of the
« fFgyptians,” Dr, Wasrburton afterward allows to have been * the
# Hoff of Heaven." See Diviae Legation, book iv. fed. v,

384. Herodotus, lib ii. cap. 1. 385. Id lib. iv. cap. exlil. esliii.

386. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. exliii. The Agyptians, thercfore,
gould not iu the mofl carly tmes worlhip their Gods in the buman form :
nor could the allogorical [ymbols, engraved pn the porticoes of their tem-
ples, or otherwife employid for religious puppofes, be objective of their dead
Kings or Heroes; for they did not deify them. Yet Dr, Warburton, had
ghe boldnefls to maiptain both thefe politions; and arrogaatly alks,
when afferting that the fymbolic worfbip af Brates brought buman Images
into difrepute, whether any one can belicye, that the Hero-God Os s
Was Not worfbipped in his oven Figure, before that of an 0% 31— (Divine

1 of Mufes, book iv. fect. iv.) But that Ofiris was ne mortal King,
!hnveglmdy endeaygured to prove ; and fhall now call in aid of my
opinion, the fuffrage of the Egyptian pndll. Tuz



ANCIENT EUROPE.
TuE facred fages added, however, that before the
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time of thofe mortal kings, the Gods had been fove- :'i"

reigns of Agypt, but had no intercourfe with Mens
and that the /aff of their cceleftial monarchs was Orus,
the /on of Ostr1s, who dethroned TyProN 3. Here
we have a new proof, that Ofiris was a mythical Pers
fonage, and the reputed Hifiory of the Reign of the Gods
in Agypt, a Mythical Legend 5 for Herodotus tells us,
that O»us, the Jaff cceleftial fovereign, was the fame
with the Grecian-Hetios or Apolle **.

Nor does it require much learned fapience to dif-
cover, that by the dethroning of Tyruox by Orus,
is mythically to be underftood, the exprifion of the
PrincipLE of Natural Evil, by the Emanation of
LicuT, or the benignant influence of the Sun upon our
World. Hence ORus is called the Son of Osirys
one of the rames or ritles of the Sun, as well as of the
Creator and Governor of the Univer/e3*,

Tue manner in which thefe names or titles were
originally confounded, and the /iteral meaning of the
Reign of the Gods in AEgypt, may thus perhaps be ac-
counted for, and explained. While the Egyptians re-
‘mained in a fate of barbarifm, they like many other
barbarians, confidered the Sun and Moon as the Gedr,
who jointly governed the FVorld **° 5 and when, become
civilized and enlightened, they obtained the knowledze
of a SuprEME Briyc, the {ame mames, which had

' 387. 1d.ibid. 388. Hifloriar. lib. ii. cap. cxlii.

#85. This 1 have already had occafion te prove.

390. Diod. Sicul, lib.i p. 10, 11, edit. fup, cit. His words are to the
following purport. % The moft ancient A gyptians, Jooking up to the
“ World abpye them, and filled with aftonifhment and admiration at
« the firucture of the Univerfe, concluded there were fwe chief Gods;
“ namely, the Sun and Moo, And to the Sun they gave the appellation

“ of Ojfiris, or many-syed; and to the Moox thapggl Jis, or ancient.”
1d. ibid. \ :
J Jormerly
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formerly been applicd to the TWO moff gfmm vifible
Orbs, were alfo applied by them indifferensly to the Dew
17 ¥, or FirsT CAUSE of all things

TH1s moral revolution, and the introduétion of Phy-
fialagical or Mythical Thealogy, may be conjettured to
have taken place about the time that Menes founded
the ZEgyptian monarchy; promulgated written laws,
and gave a regular form to religious ceremonies. But
before the introdution of Phyfiological Theology, the
Agyptians feem not only to have worfhipped the Sun
and Moon, but the whole Hof# of Heaven, or all the
Planets in the SoLAaR SYSTEM; as appears by the
number of their Greater Gods*®'. And as monarchy
had not been regularly conftituted, if it had ever been
inftituted in ZEgypt, before the reign of Menes, the
MEgyptians, in after times, looked back to that period
of ignorance and barbarous freedom, when they knew
no Kings but the Heavenly Bedies, as the REIGN oF
THE GoDs.

TuEY did not, however, defcribe it as the Greeks
did their Golden Age, or the Romans their Saturnian
Reigns but reprefented it as a period during which
they were emerging from barbarity, and gradually ac-
quiring, under their Ceeleftial Sovereigns, the ufe of
the more neceflary arts***, furcly great caufe of con-

391. The GazaTer Gops of the Fgyptians, oripinally Two, as 1
have jult had oceafion to notice, were afterward multiplied to Ergu T,
(Herodot. lib. ii. cap. xlvi.) when they became better acquainted with
afironomy; and were at laft increaled to Twerve, (1d.ibid. on the in-
trodution of Phyfulogical theology ; which, together with the zoor-
ﬁp of the Caleflial Bodies, under the direction of a Diving InT2LLECT,
added the adoration of the Four Elements.

The number of the Greater Godi among the Greeks and Romans was
alfo Twelve, as 1 fhull have occafion to fhew ; and even among the
more northern nations of Europe. Eona, Mythel. xix,

393 Diod. Sicullit/iait, lib, i, p. 1319,
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folation to them, and worthy of mﬁn remem- LETTRR

brance.

SMALL wonder, therefore, that the Egyptians
afcribed to Ofirés or the Sun, and to Ifis his gueen and
fifiers who feemed to divide with him the empire of
the Heavens, and was regarded both as the Moon and
all-nourifhing Earth ; on which the Moon attends, and
throws, during the abfence of the Sun, a refulgent
light :——{mall wonder that they afcribed to thofe
firff Gods, and other Celeflial Divinities, the invention
of whatever contributes to the aceommodation and en-
joyment of life; that they made Ofiris be attended by
the Mufes; or that they afcribed to Ifis, under "the
charalter of DAMATER, or Mother Earth; and, as
the Patronefs of Agriculture,the Inflitution of LAWs 33
which neceflarily flow from that primary ArT.

Turs mode of allegorizing the early periods of hif-
tory, and throwing a my/ica! veil over the Operations
of Nature, the Rife of Religion, and the Invention of
Arts, pafled from the Zgyptians to the Greeks ; who,
miffaking the meaning of the Agypiian allegories, blend-
ed real with imaginary perfonages.  And modern hifto-
rians and chronologers, not diftinguithing the falfe
from the 1ruz, have built fyltems upon the reigns of
Kings that wever cxifled, and confounded the order of
cvents in attempting to reconcile them. In a word,
building their reafonings upon fabulous Aras, as when
Ofiris reigned in Bgypt, or Jupiter in Crete; and en-
deavouring to aftertain by thefe the date of tranfaftions
well authenticated, they have hurt the eredibility of
Ancient HisTory, and afforded feepticifin a tri

umph, in decrying great part of ity as FABLE.

THEsE refleétions, I hope, will be ient to fatisfy
your Lordfhip on a_fubjeci into whidh I do not with

39|3. 1d. ibid,
you
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THE HISTORY OF
PARTL. you to dive, but which it is neceflary you fhould view
A= ithout prejudice s— That the Zgyptian theology was

% mythical or phyfiological, and that the allegorical [ym-
 bols it employed in public worbip, were nat objeftive of
¢ the wirtues or qualities of Hero-Gods.” Confequently
thofe fymbols could not be intended to conceal from the
wulgar, as has been afferted, the mortal origin of fuch
Gods 394,

No man, however, was better qualified than Dr.
Warburton, to have given a juft account of the Agyp-
tian theology. But his fyftem, like Olympus, ftood in
his way; and threw a fhade over every object, unlefs
fuch as ferved to adorn its heavenly brow. Yet truth
fometimes broke from him by {urprife. “ One of the
¢ chief maxims of Agyptian wifdom, as applied to re-
“ ligious matters, was,” fays he, ‘“ that the government
“ of the #orld was committed, by the Supreme Redior
¢ of the Univerfe, into the hands of fubordinate local,
“ tutelary Deities 5 that thefe were the proper objeéts
“ of public and popular religiony and that the Anow-
“ ledge of the only oNE Gob, the Creator of all things,
« was bighly dangerous to be communicated to the people;
“ but was to be fecreted and fbut up in their MysTE-
““ R1Es, and there only to be communicated to a few
¢ and thafe only the wife, and larned, and ruling part
“ of Mankind 3%:.”

Thrsis a juft account of the political objes?, not
only of the Zgyptian Religion, but alfo of that of the
Greeks and Romans, They all endeavoured to conceal
from the people, the fimple Doltrine of onE Gop, the
Creator and Preferver of the Univerfe, as dangerous to
the flate; and wrapped up the principles of their the-

394. See Dr. Warburton's Divine Legation of Mufes, (book iv. fed.
iv.) where 3 contrafy doftrine is maintained, :
395+ Divine Legation, bock iv. fe&. vi,

ology



EUROPE.

ology in fymbols, allegories, o fabulous legends, fitted to
emyfe and overawe the wulgar®'’y and infcrutable by
them.

Bur the theology of the ZEgyptians, fuited to the
- gloomy charaéter of the nation, was more efpecially
involved in darknel’.. The Zgyptian priefts, jealous
of their temporal authority, as well as of their fpiritual
dominion, took advantage of the pronenefs of the people
to fuperftition to plunge them into the groffeft idolatry.
Learned themfelves, they impofed upon the ignorant
and credulous vulgar ; and made them wortfhip every
thing in Nature but its great AUTHOR, the only true
and proper objelt of human adoration. Brutes, reptiles;
the deadly afp, and all the ferpent-breed ; the amphi-
biousand devouring crocodile; all the fowls that wing
the air, and all the fifh that fwim the deep ; whatever
could infpire hope, excite fear, or be confidered as
the caufe of Good or Evil, was transformed into a
God in ZEgypt, and held up to the idolatry of the
people; the images of all thefe being ufed in the Sym~
bolical Figures, and Hieroglyphical Inferiptions, on the
walls and porticoes of the Zgyptian temples 7.

Bur of all the facred Symbols of the Egyptians, the
moft general was that of the SErrENT. It feems to
have been employed as an attendant emblem, in the
worfbip of all the Greater Gods; but was more pecu-~
liarly appropriated to that of the Sun, by whatever
appellation adored, and before whatever image®®®;
whether under the name of Apis, Ofiris, or Vulcan;
in the form of a BuLL, to indicate the return of fum-

396. Vide Straho, lib.i. p. 19, 20, cdit. Lutet. Périf. 1620,
397. Sec Divine Legation of Mofes, book iv. fed, iv. vi.and the
authors there cited.

398 New Syfiem of dAnsient Mythol, art. OrnioLATRIA, et audl. cit.
mer-
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PART L mer-heat, while the Sux isin that fign of the Zodiac™?3
&~ the heginning of the rains in Ethiepia, which occafion

the overflowing of the Nile, and the confequent ferti-
lity of Egypt; or without any fimbel but itfelf, befide
the Perpetual Fire, and before the great FounTAIN
of Light and Heat, the moft fublime natural Embiem
of the Eternal and invifible NUMEN ** 3 who pervades,
generates, and nourifhes all things, and whofe intellece
tual brightnefs can only be difplayed by fimilitude.

TH1s general ufe of the Serpent as a facred [ymbol
will not, however, appear wonderful, when we are in-
formed, that it was confidered as an eméb/em of time and
eternity *', as well as of the Principle of Darknefs, the
Angel of the Bottomlefs Pit*®. Nor is it ftrange, that
the fymbol of TimE fhould be conflantly affociated with
that of the Suwn, by whofe apparent motion time is
meafured; or that the Principle of Darkxness fhould
be worbipped along with that of LicuT, as darkuefs is
only the privation of Ligit ***. The fhadow muft fol-

low the fun.
THE

, 399. I amnot unacquainted with the caufes that have been afligned by
ancient or modern writers, why the Egyptians wor/bipped their tutelary
God in the jbape of a Burt; but having rejected the morta! Origin of
Ofiris, whofe foul is fzid to have paflfed into fuch an animal, (Diod.
Sicul. lib. i p. 76.) the influence of the Sun in Tawrus appearcd to
me the moft rational way of accounting for this predominant fymbol.
In fll‘y.'mg duful of Ofiris plﬂ'ld into a Blﬂ.l,, the Egnﬁm Prigﬁ'
might mean allsgerically to intimate, that geaiel and vivifying [pivit which
animates all nature, when the Suw eaters that conflellation, and diffufes

through the animal and vegetable world thz principle of gmmtmu.
400, Cicero, de Nat. Deor. lib. iil, - Hifl, Animal, lib. x. xvii.
Bufeh. Preparat. Evangil, lib.i. The on made by the Sua upon
the human mind is fo firong, that mankind have in all ages been led,
in fpeaking of the Creator and Gevernor of the Usiverfe, to illuftrate
their meaning by metaplorica! allyfions vothat glorious orb:  The examples
of this mode of espreflion are numerous in our faered Seriptures}
and fome of thefe mifinterpreted, and applied to the fupport of 3 fuflesn

would furnifh a proof, that the God of the Hebreeor was the Suw.
401. Divine Legat. b.iv. L iv. 403. Heinflivs, Ariflarch, init.
403, If this explication be admitted, all atcempts to deduce from
8 Noan's




@omgm, That Light and Dar&nzﬁ, Dﬂ?“d ng#l. . 1

being the prime objects of Human attention, the former
was naturally affociated by rude Mankind with the
Guod, the latter withithe Evil Principle in the Univerfes
Hence moft ancient nations, actuated in their devo=
tions by the Human paffions, have worfhiped not only
the Cwleftial, but alfo the Infernal Powers; the SunN
chiefly, from leve and gratitude, as the emblem of Di=
wine Beneficence, under the figure of a countenance
i/luminated with rays, in a LOFTY temple; and the
SERPENT or fome fuch horvid formy in a deep caverm,
as the [pmbol of the Ewil ONE, from motives of fear.

HuMAN reafon cannot eafily comprehend, how both
Good and Ewil thould proceed from the fame BEING 2
an analogy drawn from human turpitude only cnhu:!
conduct it to fuch an idea. And unlefs Revelation
taught us, that the BEING of whom the Serpent has
been made fymbolical was the caufe of fuch turpitude,
we fhould ftill have been at a lofs to account for the
introduétion of Natural and Moral Evil into our ¥ oerlds
A Malignant SPIRIT operating upon buman frail

the bef? [olution of the difficulty, and the bappiefi vi
cation of DIVINE JusTICE %4,

Tuus we find the /ymbol of the Serpent alike appli=
cable to the purpofes of RELIGION, whether we cons
fider it in a natural, meral, or theological point of views
And hence it was introduced in the celebration of all
the Heathen Myficries .

; Bur

NoAu's Anx &Mxm%ﬂmmmd-g&,w by
ancient nations in celebrating the myfleries of their religion, muft
be confidered as abfurd. Sec Bryant's New Syflem of Ancient Miytbol.
vol. il. iii. paffim.

4o04. Compare Genefi, chap. Hii. ver. 1—15, with Revelotions, chap.
if. ver T—Tr1.

495, Elan. Hift. Animal, 1ib.xvii. cap. v. Avgullin, de Civitat. Defy
lib.
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PARTL  Bor the great body of the people -of Zgypt, as

A=~ giready obferved, being utterly tnacquainted with the

A meaning of their facred [ymbols, they laoked no farther

than the mere image, or the creature which it naturally

reprefented.  Hence their belotted attachment to fuch

creatures as blind fuperftition, under the direftion of
prieftcraft, led them more particularly to regard.

HeropoTus and Strabs hint at the moft abomi-
nable intercourfe between the women of the Mendefian
diftri@, where the He-goat was worfhipped, and that
animal **°,  And Diodorus, though an admirer of the
Hgyptians, cannot help exprefling his aftonifhment at
the grofs familiarity in which they lived with their
Jacered animals ; the care they took in procuring them
delicate food, and voluptuous accomodation, while

ive ; their lamentations at the death of any of them ;
and the incredible fums expended on their funerals **7,
Nor does he conceal from us an obfcene ceremony,
that attended the deification of the facred BuLL; when,
after the death of his predeceflor, he was placed in the
temple of Vulcan at Memphis**. During the firlt

" fgrty days, none were permitted to fee him but wo-
men 3 who ftanding before him, with their petticoats
pulled up, thewed him their privy parts **%

Bur the fuperftition of the ZAgyptians was produc-
tive of other bad effects, befide debafing their manners.
It precluded them from allliberal intercourfe with other
nations, whom they confidered as impure *'° 3 and con-
fequently obftructed the fources of knowledge, and the

Iib. iii. cap. xii, et lib. xvii. cap. xv. Arnoh. Cont. Gen. lib v, Juftin.
Martyr, Apol.i. ii. Clemens. Alex. Colort. init.
. 406. Herodot. Hifloriar. lib. ii. Strabo, Gesg. lib. xvii. p. 802.

407. Diod, Sicul. Biblioth. lib, i. p. 74~ 76, edit. fup. cit.

488, Biblioth. lib, i. p. 76. 409, Diod. Sicul. fup. cit.

410. Herodot, lib, ii. cap.xli. Scc alfo Genefis, chap. xliil. ver. 32.

means
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riage of brothers andﬁﬁm‘“ "And this unnatural _I-l y

uinion of the fexes, in conjunétion with the political
tegulation of hereditary profeflions, narrowed ftill far«
ther the focial fyﬁ:em; prevented the diffufion of
wealth, or the revolution of property, and ferved to
nurfc hereditary hate, and profe{fional contempt. 1

I nave formerly, my Lord, had accafion to ob‘cnc,
that profeffions were hereditary among the Zgyptians 3
and that no fubjeét in Aigypt, unlefs he belonged to
enc of the two higher clafles, to the facerdetal or mi-
litary order, could enjby any property in land, or have,
any thare in the government of the kingdom. The
‘three inferior claffes confifted of Hufbandmen, Gra«
ziers or feeders and rearers of cattle, and Artificers in
various branches % ; each of whom was confined b
law to his particular calling ; in which he had fuc-
ceeded his father, and which his fon was bound to
follow, however ftrongly the bent of his genius might
‘be turned to another employment *'%,

TH1s regulation has been much praifed by hifto-
" rians both ancient and modern, as contributing to the
perfection of thearts, by adding fuccellively the attain-
_ ment of the fon to thofe of the father; and for being
calculated to curb afpiring ambition, by confining
every one to his own profeflion, whatever might be
the ftrength or extent of his talents. But the bene-
fit refulting from the experience of anceftry, would
be more than balanced by the difadvantages cone
neéted withit; in dooming many to profeffions, which
ﬂ:l:y had neither inclination to profecute, nor ability to
mymc. And although the inftitution of hereditary

BIr. Mﬁlnl.lbai.p.!a. 413,14, Biblioeh, Tib. i. p.67.
413. 1. ibid,

‘ml" b "l . § ' ts
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ts mlgbt,_inbridlin;ambiﬁm, ferve the

Y=~ purpofes of an ufurping priefthood by deprefling the

{pirit of the people, it muft at the fame time have de-
prefled genius by impofing a reftraint upon its verfa-
tility, and extinguifhed the ardour of emulation, with=
out which the liberal arts can never attain fuperior ex-
cellence. Thefe can only be cultivated with fuccefls
among a people in a ftate of profeffional freedom ;
where genius is left unfettered, and talents have their
full range ; and where a poffibility is left to men of all
claffes of rifing to public honours and offices.

DEePREss1ON of genius, however, in confequence
of the reftraints impofed upon it, is not the greateft
evil attending the inftitution of hereditary profeffions,
confidered in a political light. It hasa tendency to
deftroy that focial concord, which fhould fubfift among
the members of the fame community. A fet of
men confined to a particular calling, from generation
to generation, view thofe of every other with envy or
difdain. Hence a divifion of the members of a ftate
into profeffional claffes, between which a perpetual bar
is fixed, very different from the diftin&ion of ranks,
originating in different degrees of merit, engenders
animofity, and obftruéts the moft neceflary and falutary
effoéts, which men ought naturally to derive from
living under the guardianfhip of the {ame laws. Each
clafs forms a feparate body in the ftate, and all national
union is loft, and all fenfe of a common intereft.

BruTE-woRsHIP foftered new animofities among
the Agyptians. As the animal adored by the inha-
bitants of one diftri&t, was often held in deteftation by
thofe of another, inteftine fends thence arofe among
their votaries, and never-ceafing religious antipathy .
Yet this diverfity of worfhip is faid to have been efta~

414. Diod. Sicul. Bibliash, lip. i. p. 81. edit. fup. cit.
bliflied,



Hi{bed, :nm'derso pmfem:the kingdomftom greater Lm
fhocks***; a wretched artifice of facerdotal power, )
combmmg with regal authority, to maintain its domi-
nion over the people at the expence of private hap-
pinefs.

NoTwiTrsT ANDING {o many caules of diffention,
Zgypt was a powerful, and even a peaceful king-
dom +°, Watered by one great river, to which it
owed its fertility, and which ferved as a centre of ci-
%il union; bounded on the north by the fea, anhd
there fecured by impra&icable harbours and impaffa«
ble fens; and, on all other quarters, by mountains or
burning deferts of billowing fand, it was ftrengly for-
tified againft invafion by nature, as well as by art.
And natute, in afligning it fuch boundaries, and fuch
a common fource of plenty, fecms to have marked it
out as the feat of one monarchy. Early divided into
provinces, under a regular government and police,
every licentious motion was reprefifed by the vigilance
of the magiftrate ; and the military body, a perpetual
militia, ftationed in different diftriGs ', were always
ready to quell any popular tumult, bred by inteftine
difcord. From peace flowed public profperity; popu<
lation, induftry, arts and manufactures; the accumus+
lation of wealth, and the conveniencies of life:

A1, Id. ibid.

416. For the uninterrupted enjuyment of peace, Egrpt-fm to
bave been long celebrated; for when the miferable remains of the
kingdom of Judah, after the taking of Jerufalem by Nebuchadnezzar,
were promifed indulgence if they would ftay in their own land, they
{aid, “ No! but we will go juto ZEgypt, where we fhall fee no war,
“ nor hear the found of the trumpet.”  (Feremiab, chap.xlii; ver. 14.)
It was alfo plentiful, norwithftanding its full population. Hence the
fugitive Jewsadded, in propofiag to retire into Agypt, * Nor fhall we
* there now bunger.”” (. ibid.) Andin a more early period, the
Uruclites, under Mofes, often looked anxioufly back from the fron-
ticrs of the Promifed Land, to the luxurious plenty which they had ens
joyed in Zgypt. Sec parvicularly Numbers, chap. xi. vurs §—3204

417. Herodotus, lib. ii. csp. clxiv.—cluviii.
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PART I.

Proun of thefe :oqmﬁtmm and accommodations,
and reftrained by their religion from a free intercourfe
with foreigners, as well as by the boundaries of theif
country, and the maxims of their policy, the Lgyp-
tians held all other nations in contempt. Yet viewed
with a_philofophic eye, their charaCter as a people is
Iefs entitled to refped, than that of any other ancient
nation, that had attained the fame degree of civiliza-
tion. The blind idolaters of that debafing {yftem of
fuperftition by which they were enflaved, they poffefied
few of the nobler virtues. Their manners were po=
lithed*'®, and the fevere probibitions of law, with
the rigid adminiftration of juftice, had fubdued in
them the exceffes of the natural paflions. But bi-
gotry had kindled in their bofoms other paffions, as
violent as thofe of the rudeft barbarian ; and as little
under the controul of reafon, or the government pf.
political prudence*'°.

418. Herodotus, Hifloriar, lib. ii. cap. lxxx, Died. Sicul. Biblicth,
Iib. i. p. 81.

419? 1 here allude to their extravagant forrow on the death of thelr
Jfazred animals, and the fanatical fury with which they were tranfported
againft thofe that killed any of them ; but efpecially againft fuch as
killed an ibis, a hawk, or a cat, whether by defign or accident. (See
Herodotus, lib, i, cap. lxv. lxvi. et Diod. Sicul. lib. i, p. 75.) Diodo-
rus has furnifhed us with a famous inflance to this purpofe, in the
killing of a Cat. When the Romans were negociating an alliance
with Ptolemy Auletes, whofe right to the throne of Egypt they
Huughtily condefcended to acknowledge, the Egyptiuns, confeious
they were at the mercy of that conquering people, loaded the Roman.
deputies sud thelr attendants with carefles, and tock every poffible
care to avoid any canfe of difgult or quarrel; yet, during that feafon
of anxious folicitude and apprehenfion, a Cat being killed by @ Roman,
the Agyptian populace tumultuoudly ran to his lodging. And neither
the officers fent by the king to command forbearance, nor the fear of
the Romans, could deliver the man from the fury of the enraged
multitnde, though ke had not intentionally killed the Cat. (Diod. Si-
cul. lib. i p. 75.) * Of this,” adds the hiftorian, (Biblisth. ubi cit.)
T was an eyc-witnefs, at the time of my travels in Bgypt.”

-

Gextvs



.. GEN1vs the E.gypmns certainly pnﬁ'cﬂkd, though m

that genius was more acute and fteady, than liberal or
elevated. They profecuted works of expence and in-
genuity with fingular perfeverance, and upon princi~
ples perfeétly mathematical #°; but being totally def-
titute of talte, they have failed to acquire a diftin-
guifhed rank among the cultivators of the finer arts **'.
Their architeCture attempted to fupply greatnefls of
defign, by immenfity of fabric; fubflituting altitude
for fublimity, and ponderous folidity for {lability +*2,
Their ftatuary, like their architeGture, delighted in
huge maffes of ftone ***. Thefe they nicely chiffelled
into human or brute-forms, or a compound between
the two; but difplayed neither elegance of figure,
animation of expreflion, nor grace in attitude **%

Their

420. Diod. Sicul. b, i. p. 88, 89.

421, Winkelmann, Hif. de l' Art de I Antiquité, liv. i chap. 1.

4212, Strabo, kib. xvii. p. 806, et feq. edit. Lutet. Parif. Typ. Reg.
1620. As the AEgyptians were ignorant of the art of conftruéting an
arch, they could not give ftability to their buildings without great
walte of labowr and materials ; nor do they, after all, convey to ua the
idea of {tabiliry. (See the Plates in Pococke's and Norden’s Traovels
into Egypt, &c.) A ftraight ftone laid over a door, however thick or
ftrongly fupported by columns, has not the firmnels of an wech.
Henee the Fgyptians, from want of fkill to caft an arch, were obliged
to make their doors very narrow. The inconvenience and inelegance
‘of which may be eafily conceived.

423.5Many of thefc 1 have already had occalion to deferibe, on the
suthority of Herodotus ; who faw the ftupendouns works of ZEgyptian
art before they had been much defaced, and when they had fuffered
no admixture from the ingenuity of other mations. His teltimony,
therefore, is fuperior to that of every other ancient author. Dioderus
Siculus, alfo highly deferving of credit, and mext in point of time,
mentions a {tatue in a fitting pofture, the work of Memmon Syenefis,
Jarger than any noticed by that venerable Liftorian. The meafure of
the foot was feven cubits in length. (Diod. Sinl. Ribliack, lib. i. p,
44,) And the head of the wonderful Sphinx is fill to be feen, which
mealures fifteen feer from the ear to the chin, Maillet, Deferipe. de
P Zgypt, p. 221,

424. Winkelmann, ubi fup. Th= human figures in Egyptian feulp.
turc have, with a few cxceptions, their hands hanging down by&u:

13
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"PART1 Their painting, if we except brilliancy and durability
A=y of colours, was void of every excellence belonging to

that captivating art ***, The magical effetts of light
and fhade, figures detached from their fond, and
feeming to afpire after immortality ; that beauty more
than human, yet copied from human forms, familiar in
the paintings of Grzcian astifts, never animated an
Zgyptian tablature. Poetry they feem never to have
cultivated 5 and mufic, as an art, their gloomy mindg
proferibed %, But mufic was employed, in cele-
brating the feftivals and myfteries of their religion;
and poetry had produced one hymn, which was chanted
on fuch occafions **7,

Tz learning of the Zgyptians early attralted the
curiolity of the Greeks.  Their firft fages travelled into
Zgypt**, and their moft enlightened philefophers
continuc¢d to confider the Mgyptian priefts as their
maflers in {cience, and reforted to them for inftruc-
tion**%. But in what the learning of the Zgyptians
confited, we are left in fome meafure to conjefture,
as none of their ancient books have come down to us.
That they were deeply fkilled in the principles of me«
chanics, appears from the machinery requifite to ere&
their wonderful obelifks, and amazing pyramids. Geo.
metry was neceflary to enable them to condu&t the nu.
merous canals with which ZLgypt was interfected, as
well as to enable them to divide their lands anew, after

fides, and their feet clofe, or nearly fo. (1d.ibid.) This learned, and
enlightencd antiquarian, has taken great care to diftinguifh the anciene
FEgyptian fyle, from that which was introduced into £gypt under the
Macedonian monarchs, or Roman Emperors.
i i kaehnann. Hifl. de I’ Art. de & Antiguité, liv. ii. chap. iii. Re
lat. i Sayd. ap Thevenot, tom. §i. Paul Lucas, Voyage to the an,
vol. i and all mbdern travellers ufra!l:cmthem
426. Diod. Sicul. lib. L p. 73.
427. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. lsxix,
28. Diod. Sical, hb i P 86.
4%). 1d, ib‘id..



ANCIENT EUROPE

the annual inundations of the Nile #*°. 1In this necef- m I

fity geometry is faid to have had its origin ***.

THAT the Egyptians had carried their aftronomical
obfervations to a high degree of perfection, is put bea
yond difpute by the exact computation of their year *i%;

by their calculation of eclipfes, both lunar and folar *3 5

and alfo by their conjettures concerning the appearance
of comets ***. Their progrefs in other {ciences cannot be
afcertained with any degree of certainty. But what.
ever might be the learning of the ancient Egyptiang,
it was confined chicfly to the ecclefiaftical body ; who
involved it in fymbols and allegories, which they un.
riddled only to thofe that were initiated into thejr

myfteries ***.  And, after all, until it had been refined
by flowing throngh Gracian channels, it feems 1o hape

been, like their Nile, but a muddy ftream.

WHAT is acquired with difficulty is much prized,
The Grzcian f{ages, who travelled into ZEgypt, were
obliged to remain there for many years, and to go
through progreflive degrees of initiation, before they
could obtain accefs to the arcana of the priefts 435,
They, therefore, fet great value upon the fecrets com-
municated to them; and kept up the high reputation
of ZEgyptian learning, after their own country wag
furnifhed with more precious treafures of fcience.

430. Herodotus, lib. ii. cap. cviii. cix. Diod. Sicul Lb. i p. 73.
Strabo, lib. xvi. p. 757. edit. fup. cit. \

431, Id. ibid.

432 Diod. Sicul. Iib. i. p. 46. The Egyptians computed their year
at three bundred and fixty-five days, and one fourth, (1d.ibid,) or fix bours 3
within twelve minutes of the computation of Sir lfaac Newton.

433 Ibid. Biblioth. lib. i.p. 73. 434. 1d. ibid,

435- Clem. Alexand, Strom. lib. v. p. 566, edit. Paris.

436. Strabo, Geg. Jib. xvii. p. 806, Clemens Alex. fup. cit. B
Porphyr. et Jamblic, in Pit. Pytbag.
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TL  Vainof hcmg abl&po number among their [cholars

the moft eminent Greecian philofophers 7, and flate
tered by the adulation of that haughty and prefump~
tuous people, the Agyptian priefts arrogazed to thems
felves and their venerable nation the invention of the
whole circle of the fciences **; of Letters or Alpha-
betic Charaélers**°, by which only {cience can be rea.
dily communicated ; and the ordination of every civil
and facred inftitution. They firft ereéted temples to
the Gods, appointed feftivals, and practifed divination
by oracles and otherwife #°.  They had fent out co-
lonies into all countries, and civilized the human race §
by communicating, along with the elements of the arts
and fciences, their maxims of religion and governe
ment ',

THaESE

437. Strabo, ubi fup.

438. Diod. Sicul. Biblioth, lib. 1. p. 63. 439. Id. ihid.

440. Herndotus, Hifforiar, lib. . cap. iv. Iviii, bexxiii. Divination
bad atrained fuch perfetion amony the Lgyptians, through the inges
nuity of pricfteraft, that oracular refponfes were not delivered by any
human’ being, but apparestly by the Divinity confulted. (1d. ibid.)
Tn what manner this was contrived we are left to conjeure; the ve
nerable hiltorian (who alene could have given as genuine information
on the fubje@) having only teld us, that it was done in different
ways. (Herodat. ubifup.) Two of thofe ways we ean dilcover,
with a degree of certainty. The Egyptians, we know, had v/ fta-
« taes. That of Memnon has became proverbinl, Thefe ftatues were

- of the Coloffeal kind; and, as they were hollow, could eafily admit the

pricts within them. Thus the Gods might feem to fpeak. We have
allo reafon to believe, that the prophetic anfwer was often delivered
without any vilible reprefentation ; by a voice fuing, with awful fos
lemnity, from the profound gloom of the Egyptian tempiss; while fa=
cred pomp, and holy {ymbols, impreffed upon the minds of the people
the imwediate prefence of the Deity.

447. Herodot. 1ib. i, t Diod. Sicul, ib. i pafim. The attachment of
the Egyptians to their own country, and thelr averfion againft inter-
courfe yith foreigners, contradiét their pretenfions to extenfive coloni-
ﬁmn. Truth will not permit vs to rank the Chaldeans or Hebréws

ogg the number of their emigrants; yet thefe they claimed.
(Diod, Sicul. lib. i p. 24, 73.) The Mgyprian leaders, who condnéted
colonies into Greece, feem to have been violently expelled : (Herodot,



TuEsE pretenfions have been too fully admitted by
writers both ancient and modern ; but efpecially by the |
early and latter Greeks. The wife and Jearned Strabo
allows only to the Agyptians the invention of geo-
metry +*; while he afcribes to the Phoenicians the
invention of arithmetic, the art of keeping accompts,
or regifters of mercantile tranfalions, and the difco-
very of the ufe of the pole-flar in noQurnal naviga-
tion “**,  The Phoenicians, or Canaanites, have alfo a
claim to the invention of Letters; for before the i in-
vafion of Canaan by the Ifraclites or Hebrews, Cad-
mus had carried the Phoenician alphabet into
Greece “**; and we find in that country a city, which
bore the name of Kirjath-fepher, or the City of Latr:r:,
in more ancient times *¥%,

Taz

3ib. ii. cap. clxxxii.) and mult have been conveyed in Phoenician vef-
fels. TFor the Egyptians appesr to have been utterly nnacquainted
with navigation till the reign of Sefoftris, and to have had no fhips om
the Mediterranean before the reign of Plammitichus,

447 Strabo, lib, xvi. p. 757. 443. 1d. ibid.

444. The Arundelian or Oxford marbles, commonly called the Po-
rian Chronicle, (Epoch vii.) place the arrival of Czdmus in Greece 1529
wears before the Chriftian mra ; and confequently twenty-nineyears he-
fore the Tfraclites left Egypt, according to the Hebrew chronology, and
fixty-nine years before they pafled the river Jordan. That Cadmps
brought the Phoenician alphabet into Greece is not difputed; and a1 . y
ancient chronologers place his arrival nearly as high as the Pm#[-— ~aaut N
Chronicle. o R

445, Jofhua, chap. xv. ver, 15, Itis impoffible to fix the mra of the /L C SO
invention, or rather ufe of Lettarsy 8 figns of awords ; for it appears thag
biersglypbic fymbols, amang un ingenious people, naturally and mpmp#-
dly, mould themfelves into elpbabetic charodiers. (Divine .Lq’ol‘mf
Mofes, book iv. fe&, iv.) Dr Warburton eonje@ures, that after the
ufr of Letters became common in /Egypt, the Egyptian pndhm'mnﬁ
4 flecred alpbabet for feerecy.  But from this epinion I muft diffent ; ‘be-
caufe fymbalical bieroglyphice, foon after they ceafed to be of gencrad fe,

(if ever they were fo) would become fo obfcure as to anfwer the pur-
pole of the molt profound fecrecy.  And Herodotus, in fpeaking of the
Jucred a0d wulgur L ettérs of the Agyptians, (lib. ii. cap. xxx.) certainly 3
meant no more than bieraglyphic fymbols and alpbabetic chara&lers. Thiy
{ificicntly appears by his selling us, (lib, ii. cap. cvi.) M&ﬁ




THE HISTORY OF

THE {trongeft argement in favour of the AEgyptian
¢laim to the invention of letters is, That Mofes, foon
after hisefcape with the Ifraelites out of Agypt, having
broken, in a pet, the two tables of the Law delivered
to him by the Lorp, infcribed the Ten Command-
ments on other two tables of ftone***. But Mofes
might have learned the ufe of alphzbetic charac-
ters, (if fuch he ufed) during his refidence in Ara-
biz with Jethro his father-in-law, the prince and prieft
of Midian#7; for the Midianites were merchants,
and carried on in conjunction with the Ifhmaelites, in

carly times, the trade between Syria and Egypt
by land **, as the Canaanites did by fea.

Tuese refleions, my Lord, will prepare your
mind for an account of the

tions on the pillars ere@ed by Sefoftris were in the fucred Letters of
Zgypt. For on all fuch monuments Dr. Warburton allows, and the
remains of JEgyptian obelitks prove, that bieroplyphics only were in=
feribed.

446. Exedus, chap. xxxiv, ver. 27,28.

447. Sir Ifaac Newton did not feruple to afcribe to the Midianites,
the honour of inftrudting Mofes in the art of writing, (Chronclegy
¢f Ancient Kingdoms ded, p. 210.) But if Mofes, during his ftay in
Arabia, with Jethro his father-in-law, did not acquire the ufe of al-
phabetic writing, he was there inftructed in matters of higher import,
For when he approached Horeb or Oreb, the Mountain of Ged, the
Lokp appesred to him under the Symbol of Fire; (Exodus, chap. iii.
wer, 13.) epcouraged him to refcue the Hebrews from Egyptian fere
witude; and gave him a Rod, which is termed the Rod of God, for the
performance of Miracks. (Exodus, chap. iv. wer. 17—21.) We
alfo know, that Mofes profited by the counfels of Jethro; (Exodus,
chap. xviii. ver. 17—27.) who appears to have been a,prinee of greae
wifdom, and experience in human affairs; and, as a prieft, was po
doubt profoundly fkilled in all the myfteries of religion,

#48. Gengfis, chap, xxxvil, ver. 25—38.

Early
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Early STATE of SYr1A, and the CONQUEST of
PALESTINE by the HEBREWS.

UNDER the name of Syria I comprehend all that
part of Lower Afia, which is bounded on the Eaft by
the Euphrates and the Arabian Defert; on the Weft
by the Mediterrancan 5 and which extends, in a fouthe
ern direction, from the mountains Amanus and Tau-
rus to Arabia Petr®a and the northern frontier of
Zgypt. This delightful and fertile country, natu~
rally abounding in palm-trees, yielding the choiceft
dates, and producing by culture corn, wine, and oil,
is agrecably diverfified’ with hills and vallics, and
wathed in its whole extent by the fea; which, with
refrefhing breezes from the mountains, Libanus and
Antilibanus, whofe lofty fummits are frequently coe
vered with fnow, moderates the heat of the climate.
Syria lies between the thirty-fecond and thirty-fe~
venth degrees of northern latitude,

‘WiTH the northern part of Syria, or Syria Proper,
in the firft ages, we are utterly unacquainted. It ap-
pears to have been fubject to the Affyrian monarchs;
who, in conjuntion with other caftern potentates,
fometimes extended their dominion over the whole
inland country, on both fides the river Jordan ***,
Hence Syria and Aflyria are frequently confounded by
the more ancient Gracian hiftorians and geagraphers.

BuT of the ftate of the gentral, and fouthern part of
Syria, in early times, we are better informed than of that
of any other region on the face of the giobe. Here we
find men living, as nearly as poffible, in a fate of na<
ture; without any legal inftitutions, under the fathers

449- Gensfis, chap, xiv. ver, I—I3.

of
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. of families and the heads of tribes **°: yet here we
difcaver no traces of that unfeeling barbarifm, and
‘brutal licentioufnefs, ‘which poets have feigned, and
credulous hiftorians and philofophers adopted, con-
cerning the manners of mankind in fuch a ftate.
Here we find children obedient to their parents, and
fervants to their mafters **; fubjeéts fharing with
their chief 21} deliberations refpeting general inte-
reft ¥* 5 leagues folemnly ratified, and faithfully
obferved ***; marriages contralted from love, and
$rom family conneftion **%; the fanékity of mattimo-
nial engagements held in the higheft revergnce *%5
the lofs of female virtue thought worthy of death**°;

45c. Genefis, chap, xiii. —xxxiii. paflim,

451. Gencfis, chap, xxiv. pallim.

452, Gencfis, chap. xxiiii. ver. 13—16.

453, Genefis, chap. 23i, ver, 22—32.

454 Gemgfis, chap. xxiv. xxix, paffim.

455 Genefisy clmp xx. ver. 3—16. chap, zavi. wr 7—11. Tz is
remarkable, that, in all thefe tranfations, the variouns Syrian tribes
difcovered morp confidence, and a higher fenfs of honour, than rhe
Hebrews, who dwelt among them; though the Hebrews regarded
them{ilves as the peculiar people of God, and had received affurances
to that purpofe. They wanted faith in man, whatever they might
Bave in God ; and feemed ever willing to proftitute their wives, rather
than fuffer in their own perfons.  The fpecch of Abimelech to Maze
i truly memersble. Ifuac, like his father Abrabam, had faid that
Tis scife was his fifficr; ¢ left the men of the place fhould kill him for
“ Rebekab, becanfe the was fuir to lost wpen. And it came to pafs, that
« Ahimelech, king of the Philiftines, lpoked out at a window, and
® fuw Ifuac fporting with Rebekoh bir wife, And Abimelech called
& Huse, and faid, ¢ OF a furely fbé is thy wife: and how faideft thou,
* She ismy fiffor?’—And Hase faid unto him, ¢ LeéRk 7 die for ber.'—
“ And Abimelech faid, < What is this thou haft done unte as{ = One of
* the people might-Jightly have lain with 'thy wile, and thos fouldeft
B bave brought puiltinefs upon ws.'  And Abimelech charged ull the peo-
* ple, fiying, * He that toucheth this man, or his wife, fhall forcly
® be put to death.”  (Gumefir, chap, x3vi. wer. 7=—21.) If difpofed to
difpluy the bufepefs of fhe Hebrews, 1 might exhibit their perfidions
gruclty in regard to the Shechemites; (Gengfis, chap. wxiv, paliim.)
But itis better to draw a veil over fuch horrid tranfalions.

456, Genefir, chap, xxxviii. ver, 24 - R
[ 7 and




and adultery confidered as a erime that called for the
vengeance of Heaven #7,

IN Syria, during thofe early times, we fee Religion
appearing in its moft amiable and fimple form : one
Gop, the creator of all things, every where adored,
without images, altars, or an eftablithed priefthood +* 5
equal purity in faith and worfhip, principle and prac=
tice. But in proportion as wealth and luxury in-
creafed among the Syrian tribes, their religion grew
more fenfual. Like all eaftern nations, they became
addicted to the worfhip of the Heavenly Bodies %'
and prieftcraft employed images, and the whole appa-
ratus of deluﬁvc fuperftition to attract the devotion of
the people **°,

CorruprT1ON of manners (as it ever has, and ever
will) neceffarily followed the corruption of religion ; for
corrupt religion can find an apology or an expiation
for every crime that does not clath with its own inte-
refts. The manners of the Syrians accordingly appear
to have been deeply corrupred, when Mofes led the
Hebrews toward their frontiers *°*; and to have con-
tinued fo, in confequence of the corruptions of reli-
gion, for almoft two thoufand years ***. Their idola-
trous fuperftition fan&ified every licentious vice**%,
and drew into its vortex cven the Hebrews them-
felves ***; though fet apart to preferve the worthip of

457 Genefis, chap. xx. ver. 3~7. 458, Genefir, chap, xiv. etfeq.

459. Deuteronomy, chap. xvii, wer. 3.

46o. Sclden, de Diis Syris, paflim. They feem to have had, as carly
ssthe days of Mofes, moveable tabernacles, vocal ftatues, udwl:w-
gver could impofe upon the credulity of the vulgar,

461, Leviticus, chap, xviii. ver, 6—26. Numbers, chap. xxv. ver. 1,2

462. Lucian, d Syr. Dea. 463. 14. ibid. ¢

#64. Numbersy chap, wxv. ver. 3. Deuteronomy, chap. xwxii. ver.
16, 17. Fudges, chap. ii. wer. 13, Samucl, nhp.vi.ur.s. See
ﬂmhﬁdlﬁwﬂﬂﬁsmm
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PARTL gme God without the ufe of idols, and entrenched
| &= ithin multifarious ceremonies.

MirTON, whofe learning was as great as his genius,
has given a ﬁrllnng defcription of the old Syrian Godsy
in which poetry is made fubfervient to hiftorical truth.
The geographical delineation is highly beautiful and
picturefque ; and it is, on the whole, a juft and highly-
finithed picture.

¢ Firft Movocr, horrid King ! befmear’d with blood
¢ Of human facrifice, and parents’ tears ;
¢ Though for the noife of drums and timbrels loud
¢ Their children’s cries unheard, that pa/i’d through fire
¢ To this grim idol *65, Him the Ammonite
¢ Worthip'd in Rabba and her watery plain ;
¢ In Argob, and in Bafan, to the fiream
« Of utmoft Arnon.

« Next CrEmos, th’ obicene dread of Moab’s fans
¢ From Aroar to Neho, and the wild
¢ Of fouthmoft Abarim ; in Hefbon
« And Horonaim, Sihon’s realm, beyond
¢ The flow’ry dale of Sibma, clad with vines;

¢ And Elealé, tothe Afphaltic pool :

¢ Pror his other name 45,

« With

465. Mbloch is thought by the Rabbins to have been Saturn.  (Black=

well's Mythol. Letter X.) And the idol here alluded to by Milton,
feems to be that of the Carthaginian god, to whom Diodofus gites (hie
name of Krones, or Saturn. (Died. Sicul. lib. xx. p, 756, edit. fup. cir.) |
To this god, whofe worfhip was brought from Syria to Carthage, hu-
man f{acrifices were profufely offered in times of public calamity; (Id.
ibid. et Juftin. lib. xviii. cap. vi.) but efpecially male childrex, who
were offered at all times. (Diod. Sicul. ubi fup.) The idol ftood
with extended, but declining arms, in the a& of receiving; fo that,
\ when the human vitim was prefented to him, it dropt down into a
\ devouring furnace. (Id. ibid.) A fimilir defcription of the idol
Woloch is given by Selden, de Diis Syr. Syntag. i. cap. vi.

466. This god is called Baal-Peor by Mofes; (Numbers, chaps xxv.
ver. 5.) thatisthe Zord Pror. For Bel of Baal, which fignifies Lord,
was & common title of honour added by the Eaftern mations to the

proper



“Wuhxheﬁmzhey,m&mthehudumgm mm‘

 Of old Euphrates, to the brook that parts

* Egypt from Syrian ground, had general names
“ Of Baarin and AsHTAROTH 457 ; r.éwﬁ

¢ Thefe feminine.

“ AstoreTH, whom the Phoenicians called
“ ASTARTE, Queen of Heaven! with crefoent horns #6% ;
¢ To whofe bright image nightly, by the Moen, \

proper names of all the celeftial Gods; but applied, without any preper
mame, to the Sun; (Servius, ad Firg. Aniad. lib. i, ver. 733.) when
held up to the idolatry of the people us the Supreme Deity, the Lord,
or King of Heaven; in the fame manner as the Mooy was worfhipped
s the Queen of Heaven.

Peor feems have been the fame with the Egyptian Bacchur, or the
Suw confidered as the principle of generation. In Egypt, at the feftival
of Bacchus, women walked in proceflion, carrying obfceme images;
{0 ingerioufly framed, that the very nerves of the virile member wwere foem
#o mowe, while the wanton females fung the praife of the genial God.
(Herodot. lib. ii. cap.xlviii.) And the daughters of Moab appear to
havebeen employed in fome fuch lafcivious feltival, when they enticed
the Ifraelites, under Mofes, to commit whoredom with them, and to
worfhip Pror. (Nwmbers, chap. xxv. ver. 1, 2, 3.) Grotius (ad
Deuteron. cap. iv. ver, 3.) thinks the nase of this God exprefive of the

fenfual part of male nature, as AruRopITE, OF Penus, was of the motions
of female lewdnefs in the ergan of gencration.

467. The Baavim, or Lords, were the Hol of Heaven, or the Coe
leflial Hierarcby, under the government of Baay, their Supreme Lord,
or King. To fome of thofe were given male, and to others female names,
according to the reputed qualities of the fpiritual intelligences, by
which the feveral planets were thought to be animated. AsnTa-
RoT# was the general title for the female planets, as Baavtim was for the
male 3 and it appears to have been applied individually alike to the pla-
net Vexus and to the Moon, both having a realy or imaginary rela-
tion, to femals maturey to the qualities which lead to enjoyment, and
thofe that are effential to propagation. To the Meon, however, was
puid fuperior honour, becaufe of her fuperior influence and effulgence =
fhe reigned as Queen, and divided with her Lord the empire of the
heavens, while both fuperintended the affairs of the earth. This was
the chief article in the popular creed of the Syrian nations.

468. In the form of a erefient; to reprefent the appearance of the
Moon during her increafe, the feflival of the Goddels being at Full

-y « Sidonian
6
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% Sidonian virgins paid their vows and fongs =
¢ In Sion alfo not unfung, where flood .

s Her temple on th” offénfive mountaia, built

s By that uxorious king %9, whofe heart, though lngc,
« Beguil’d by fair idolatr eﬁ'rs, feil

# To idols foul.

 Trammuz,
¢ Whofe annual wound in Lebanon allur'd
¢ The Syrian damftls to lament his fate
% In amorous dittiesall a fummer’s day ;
« While fimooth Adonis from his native rock
% Ran purple to the fea, fuppofed with blood
% Of Thammuz yearly wounded 470, The love tale

« Infedted

469. The wife Solomon, who built and dedicated the fumeus Teme
ple of Jerulalem to owe God, the Creator of the Univerfe; yet, who
alfo built in its neighbourhood, temples to molt of the Syrian deities;
and, among others, one to Asnrarors. (I King:, chap xi, ver. 5—13-)
The workbip of this Goddefs, which carly drew afide the chofen people,
(Fudges, chap. ii. ver. 13 ) was peculiarly -attraélive to the women.
They confidercd the .g_um of Hewven as the caufe of all their feliciry,
and obftinatly perfifted in worlhipping her. (Jeremiab, chap. xliv.
wer, 17, 18, 19.)  Living in a land of fuperftition and fenfuality, they
were difgulied at the idea of a falitary God: they wanted a_female tutes
dury Deity, a divine Patronefi, 4 Wife for the Loz p.

470. Of this annual mourning for a wweundd God, which prevailed
in various countries, Vollius has given the moflt fatisfa@lory explicas
tion. He conjeétures, that the | ions for 74 ,or the Sun
in bis beanty, were occafioned by the retiring of that luminary toward
the northern regions after the fummer-folflice, (when thofe lamenta-

‘tions were made) and the confequent wound to vegetable and animal

life, (Hifl. Zdolat, lib. ii. cap. v;) Hence exclaims another learned
antiquarian, “ No wonder the /efi of this Apon e fhould be loudly la=
* mented in Affyria, in JEgypt, in Phoenicia, and in all #he countries
“ tingiured with their fupeflitions : or that his retws to impreguate the
% wworld with gesial vigeur thould be welcomed with the bigheff demonflram
 gions of joy. With whom fhould Vewvs, the fufesptive power of genam
“.ration, be in love?—Whofe abfince Thould fbe mourn, when he goes @
* bunting through the monflers of the Zoriac, and approaches too near
% the frozen Bear, but this mighty fource of Life and Love?” (Blackwaedl,
Mytbol: Lett. xvii.) The reddening of the river Adonis, ot of Thame.
muz, at the agnual mourning for his wound, though heightened intoa.

L] . m
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R znfa&dém*s daughter with like heat
“ Whafe wanton paffions in the facred porch -
« Ezekiel faw47'; when, by the vifion led,
“ Hiseye furvey’d the dark idolatries

 Of alienated Judahs

 Next came one,
% Dacon his name ; fea-monfter, upward man,
« And downward fith 472 : yet had his temple high
% Rear'd in Azorus; dreaded through the coaft
« Of Paleftine, in Gath, and Afcolon, "
¢ And Accoron, and Gaza’s frontier bounds.
¢ Him follow’d Rimmon 473, whofe delightful feat
¢ Was fair Damafcus*74; onthe fertile banks
¢ Of Abbana end Pharphar, lucid fireams+75."*

Tuz

imivdcle by prieftcraft, proceeded from n natural coufe. (Lucian, Syr.
Dea, and Maundrel, Fourney from Aleppe to Ferufalem.)

471. See Ezekiel, chap. viii. ver.13. He afterward deferibes the
idolatries of Judah in language too highly coloured for any page but
that of Holy Writ. I fhall, however, tranferibe the moft chafte paf-
fages, for the purpoles of illufiration. * She (Judah) doted upon the
« Affyrians, her neighbours, captains and relers, clothed moft gorge~
 ouily ; horfemen riding upon horfes, all of them defirable young
“ men ; girled with girdles upon their loins, exceeding in dyed attire
“ upon their beads, tll of them princes to lock to, after ibe mantter of the
“ Babylonians bf Chaldea.  Aud as foon as fhe faw them with her eyes,
« fhe doted upon them, and fent meflengers unto them into CHaldea;
¢ and the Babylonians came to her into the bed of love, and defiled
= Jer with their whoredom. Yet fhe multiplied her whoredoms; in
& calling to remembrance the days of her youth, whetein the played
% the harlot in the land of Agypt.” Exel. chap. xxiii. ver 12—19.

473. Dagon, like his idol, sppears to have heen a compound deity,
allegorically éercnpm‘e of the plenty yiclied by the land and feas to which
his worfhippérs were equally indebted for their fubfiftence. | he word
dread employed by Milton, in {peaking of this and other idols, is the
natural confequence of his reprefenting the Heathen Godsas Devils,

473. OFf Rimmeon, Wwe know mo more than what the poet has exe

474 Damafcus, like oll places where mankind can find plentiful
_fubfiltence, appears very early to have been a city ; for we find, that the
dteward of the houfe of Alraham was  Eliezer of Damafcus.” Gengfis,
chap. xv. ver. 2.

A1S. Paradife Lef, beok i. The Syrians had m Gods dot de-
wor. I K {etibed




PART I Tyg coreupt religion of the Syrian nations, with the

r

confequent corruption of manners, furnifhes the beft

,apology that can be offered for the violent, and unpro-

voked invafion of their country, by the Hebrews.
For if we admit that the Deity ever miraculoufly in-
terpofes in human affairs, or fantions proceedings
contrary to the laws of moral juftice, the ftrongeft call
for fuch interpofition muft be the extirpation of a
bloody and fenfual idolatry 5 the nurfe of every licen-
tious vice, and the parent of unnatural crimes **°.  Mo-
fes, however, makes fmall ufe of this argument, as an
incentive; but perpetually reiterates to the chofen peo-
ple, the promife made by the LorD to Abraham, their
venerable anceftor, and to the patriarchs Ifaac and Ja-
cob*"?, of all the land on both fides the river Jordan,
and from mount Lebanon to the Aigyptian border.
Having found too little zeal in the hearts of that.peo-
ple for the pure religion which he had promulgated
to them, to reft his hopes of {uccefs on their zeal for
the deftruction of idolatry, though his fears were many
left they fhould become infected with it, he held up to
them, along with the promife of the LorD, renewed
in their prefence, the beauty and fertility of the deftined
country +7%,  And he fed them with its fpoils.

MysTERIOUS, as it may feem, this defirable coun-
try was promifed to the feed of Abraham before the

feribed by Milton. The moft diftinguifhed of thefe was MetLicAn-
Tuut, by the Greeks called the Phenician Hercules; feemingly one of
the titles of the Suw, the tutelary God of Tyre, (Herodot, lib. ii. cap.
zliv.) andthe Patron of bold Adventure. Sce Selden de Diis Syr. Syntag,
i, cap. vii

476. Leviticur, chap. xviii. ver, 2=—30. chap, xx. ver. 2,3. Deutero-
momy, chap. xii. ver. 31.

477 Deuteronomy, chap. i. ver. 8. a1, chap, iv. ver. 37, 38. chap.
wii. ver. 1. 8. chap. ix. ver. 5. chap. xvil, ver. 14, chap. xxxi. ver. 7.

478. Deuteronomy. chap. viii. ver. 7,8, 9. Aland of hills and val-
leys, abounding in fountains and brooks; and producing wheat, bar-
ley, grapes, olives, figs, and other choice fruit. 1Id. ibid.

inha-
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inhabitants had become idolaters *7 ; and a prophetic
* curfe had been denounced againft them, before they
were a people *“°.  How wonderful are the councils of
Heaven l—but in nothing revealed to man, fo won-
derful, as in the predilettion of the M2 High for the
Hebrew nation %

Trus, my Lord, am I naturally led to bring under
your view this ancient people. The early part of
the hiftory of the Hebrews you will find related in the
firft book of Mofes **, and with a fimplicity and mi«

479. Genefis, chap. xii. ver. r—g. That the Canaanites were not
then idolaters appears in the fubfequent chapters.

480, Genefis, chap.ix. ver,24—27. “ And Noah awoke from his
* wine, and knew what his younger fon had done unto him; and he
& faid, Curfed be Canaan I —a fervant of jervants fhall he be unto his bre-
“thren. And he faid, Bieffid be the Lord God of Shem /—and Camaan
% fba'lbe bis fervant, God thall enlarge Jupheth; and He fpall duwell in
€€ the tents of Shems, and Canaan foull be bis frrvant” (Id,ibid.) The
Hebrews were a branch of the pofterity of Shem.

481. Dr. Warburton denies this predilection ; (Divine Legation of
Mefes, book v. fet.i.) and boldly afferts, that  to pretend they were
€ chofem as fevourites is both uojult and abfurd.” (Id.ibid) But, in fo
faying, he impeaches the veracity of the facred hiflorian. For Mofes
exprefily tells the Ifraclites or Hebrews, « becaufe the Lorp loved by
% fatbers, therefore, he chofe their feed after them and brought thee out
& in his fight, with his mighty power, out of ZEgypt :—t0 drive out
« pations from before thee, greater and mightier than thous #o bring
& ghee i, to give thee their land for an inberitance.” (Deuteronomy, chap.
iv. ver 37,38.) © The Lowsp,” adds he, “ did not fir bir lewe upon
# you, .nor choofe you, becanle ye were more in number than any peos
w ple; but becaufe the Lowp loved you, and becaufe be would kec: the oath
« which be bad faworn unto your fathers.”  (Dewteronamy, chup vii. ver.
2,8.) He afterwards tells us, that « when the Mosy Hion divided
4o the mations their inberitance; when he cparated the fons sf Adam, he
« fpt the hounds of the people according to the number of the Children
& of Ifracl; for Facob is the lot of His inberitance. He kept him as the
“ apple of bis eye ;" ‘with fuch affection, “ a3 an cagle fluttereth over her
“ young,”  (Deuteron. chap. xxii. ver.§—11.) Yet the Tiraclites, we
are told, (ver, 20.) were * avery froward gencration, children in whom
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: -ZI@"? nutenefs that bear the ftrongeft marks of truth; fet~

ting alide all regard to that divine infpiration, which is
fuppofed to kave guided the pen of the facred hiftorian.
To the facred page I muft alfo refer you, for an account
of the fojourning in Zgypt, and wonderful deliver-
ance of the Ifraclites or Hebrews from Zigyptian fer-
vitude, in confequence of a multitude of miracles*3;
for their wanderings in the Arabian defert, where they
were [upernaturally fupplied with food, during the
term of forty years*; and for the awful manifefta~
tion of the Divine Prefence *** at Mount Sinai or Ho-
reb #*¢; where the Lorp had firft appeared to Mofes,
under the fymbolof TIRE, in the bu/b burning, yet nst

v
confumed ™7,

Tuesk I leave theological writers to difplay and in.-
w:fhgatc. For they partake too much of the marvel-
lous to be fubmitted to the cool enquiries of the philo~
fophic hiftorian; who is bound to reconcile to the laws
of nature and probability every circumf{tance he relates,
or to expofe it as falichood and impofture. It was
dangerous to approach too near the Mount**¥: I fhall,

483. Gen. chap. xxxix.—1. Exed. chap. | —xiy.

484. Exod. chap, xvi, xvii. Deuteron. chiap v. ver.6.12.

4%5. The words of the facred hiftorian enly can do juftice to the
fu‘hjc&. “ And it came ro pafs on the third day in the morning, that
#¢ there were thunders and lightuings, and a thick clond wpon the Mount,
# and the voice of the trumpets exceeding loud; fo that all the people
“ ig the camp trembled.  And Mofes brought out the people out of the
* camp to meet with God ; and they flood at the netber part of the Mount.
& And Mownt Sinai was altogether on a_froke, becaule the Lo defiended
“ wpen it in virx : - and the fmoke thereof afcended as the fmoke of @ firr-
« nare, and the gubele Mount guaked greatly.  And when the voice of the
= trumpet founded Jong, and waxed lguder and louder, Mofesfpake, and
“ Gon anfuwered bim by 3 Vorce.”  Exodus, chap.3ix, ver. 17, 18, 19.

. 486, Compare Exed, ghap. xix. ver. 16—1X9. with Deuferan. chap,
iy. ver, 1o, 11, 12, 487 Exod, chup. iii, ver 1—6.

438, Ewod. chap. xix. ver. 2x. * And the Loro faid unto Mofes,

# Go down and charge the people, };ﬁthey break through unto the

thergs
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therefore, keep at a reverential diftance, and maintain LE'

@ profound filence, in regard to this, and other facred
tranfaltions connected with it.  But the inftitutions
of Mofes, the illuflrious Hebrew legiflator, demand
¥ my attention as an obferver of the progrefs of human
affairs, and of the rife of civil and religious eftablifh-
ments.

Ix the meantime, I muft obferve, that Syria conti-
nued divided, as formerly, into a number of {mall
kingdoms, when Jofhua, the Hebrew general, pafied
the river Jordan at the head of a mighty hoft #*%,

THE conqueft of Paleftine, by this tremendons war-
rior, being circum{tantially related in the Scriptural Book
that bears his name**°, 1 (hall here only mention, in ge-
neral terms, the iffuc of his enterprize. The heads of
the Syrian kingdoms, principalities or townfhips, hav-
ing-chofen no common leader, nor digefted any regu-
lar plan of defence, though they knew the Hebrews
had been long hovering on their frontier, feveral of
thofe petty kingdoms, on both fides Jordan, were fub-
dued, and the inhabitants put to the fword, before any
league was formed for oppofing the cruel invaders**’,
At laft, however, threatened with utter extirpation, a
general alliance was concerted among the remaining
kings between Jordan and the fea #* ; but Jofhua, by
forced marches, falling twice unexpetedly upon the
combined army, routed it with great flaughter 493, And
the vitorious Hebrews fettled in the fouthern part of

~Syria *4, ftill known by the name of Palefline. .

489, Fofbua, chap.iii. iv.

" 490, See Fefbua, chap. vi.—xil
491. Deuteron. chap. ii. iii. ~ ofbua, chap. vi. vii. viii.
492. Fofbua, chap. ix. ver. ¥, 2. chap. xi. ver. I—j,
493 Fofbua, chap. x. ver. 8, 9. chap. xi. ver. 7, 8,
494. Jofbua, chap. xi. ver, 36—23.
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1%  THE HISTORY OF
"JARTI  In fhe centre of the coaft of Syria, between the

. mountains of Libanus and the Mediterranean Sea,
ftood Sidon and Tyre; the two firft feats of come
merce and naval power. To the narrow territory,,
belonging to thefe two famous cities, the Greeks gave
the name of Phoenice, or Phoenicia, apd to the inha-
bitants that of Phoenicians. But they, and the people
of the interior country, were called Canaanites by the
Hebrews %, And we learn from the facred records,
that, when Jofhua led the Ifraelites into the promifed
land, and attempted utterly to deftroy the people of
the ncighbouring diftriéts, he made no attack upon
Great Zidon or Strong Tyre*°®; yet many refpetable
writers, both ancient and modern, refer the founding
of Tyreto a later age ; becaufe no mention is made
of it in the poems of Homer. But Herodotus was
betterinformed on this fubje& 7,

I vow return to the inftitutions of Mofes. This
extraordinary man having refcued the Hebrew nation
from Aigyptian fervitude, and conduéted them into the
Wildernefs of Sinai **%, in Arabia Petrxa, there pro-

Ant. Ch. mulgated a body of laws *°; which, though the moft
™91 ancient upon record, contain the foundeft maxims of
legiflative wifdom,

495- Numbers,chap. xiii ver 29. % The Canaaaites dwell by the
@ a, and by the coaft of Jordan.” Id. ibid.

496. Fofbua, chap. xix. ver 28, 29,

497. Herodot. Hifforiar. lib. ii. cap. xliv.

- 498. Exodus, chap xifi.~xix. There is fomething very like carnal
policy in the reafon affigned for the Ifraelites taking this route.  And
“ jt came to pafs, when Pharach had let the people go, that God led
4 tbem mat through the way of the Philiftines, altbough that was mear §
“ for God faid, ¢ Left peradventure the prople repent when they fee war,
* and they return to Hgypt.” But God led the people about, through the
« way of the wildernefs.””  Exodus, chap. xiii. ver. 17,18,

499. Exedus, chap. xx~xxxiv,

I\ -
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ANCIENT EUROPE
" Four ftatutes in the Mofaic code, % Thou fhalt not
S killy thou fhalt not feal; thou thalt not bear faife
% switnefs 3 thou fhalt not commit adultery **°;” compre-
prehend, in few words, the elements of univerfal jue
rifprudence. For, although different legiflators have
decreed different penalties for the offences they prohi-
bit, they have formed the bafis of Criminal Law among
all civilized nations, ancient and modern. Varied in
their application by circumfitances, but unaltered in
their object, they are as effential to the good order of fo-
ciety, as the four elements to the fyltem of nature.

aad o be Qoo o9

TuesE ftatutes were clofely conneted with the
worfhip of oNE God, whofe will impofed them **,
and who probibited the corrupting ufe of images; with
reverence for the name of that God, to ftrengthen the
obligation of an oath, and infpire pious awe; with
refpeét to parents, the natural foundation of all civil |
fubmiffion ; with an admonition againft covetoufnefs, |
the contagious root of violence and injuftice ; and with '
the religious obfervance of one day in the week™®*, fet
apart for reft, recollection, and facred duties.

500. Exod. chap. xx. ver. 13=—16.

so1. In faying that the will of Ged impofed thefe flatutes, fo necef-
fary to the welfare of the human race, I mean no arbitrary will or will
merely imperative ; but that conflitating wvill, which regulated Mon AL Frr-
nEess, and implanted in the buman breafl the fenfe of difierning that Fitnefs,
The Will of God, thus explained, is the fame ‘with Mo aL Frraxss,
which the Moral Senfc was given to recognife. Every Legiflator, theres
fore, who inftitutes ordinances calculated for the happinefs of mankind,
may be faid, in philofophic language, to have a jufl claim to Divine Ax=
thority. Hence an inquifitive and fagacious hiftorian (Diod. Sicul.
Biblioth. lib. i. p. 48.) ranks Mofes among the illultrious ancient Le-
gillators, who had afferted their right ts fuch autbority ; either, remarks
he, (ibid.) becaufe they believed their favor tohave fomething divine in them,
for buman gead ; or becauie they fuppofed the people would be mere obfer-
want of them, from their veneration for the God that was thought to have

them. 1
502. Exed, chap. xx, ver, 3=17.
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i 3’ m L Taz Moﬁuc infticutions alfo contain the moft earlyfyfe

tem of ecclefiafiical polity of which hiltory has furnifhed
us with any particulars. There we find a2 Hebrew tribe
conftituted into a facred order, asin Zgypt, for the
miniftration of holy things *°*. But te the worfhip of
God, and to trefpafles conneéted with that worfhip and
its various ceremonies, the official authority of the
Hebrew pricfts and Levites was confined *°%.  They
had no concern in fecular affairs 3 in the adminiftra-
tion of civil juftice, or in public deliberations®*®.
Thefe were committed to the E/ders or fenators of the
{everal tribes*°®.  The Levites had not even a fhare
in the divifion of the Promifed Land *°73 bat a certain
number of citjes, ia the territory of each feoular tribe,
were affiigned them, in addition to the emoluments ari«
fing from the numerous facrifices and offerings annu-
ally made ar devoted to the Lorp %, Thus difs
perfed through the whole land, the Levites became
every where the guardians of that religion by which
they fubfifted *°° ; and the eflablithment of which, as

I fhal

£03. Exod. chap. xuviil. xxix. throughont; chap. xl. ver. r2—15,
Levitieus, chap. viii. ver.6—26. Deuteron chap. x. ver.9. ﬂ‘lﬂy. xyil,
¥er, I35

54 Secthe book of Leviticus throughout.

505 Ihid,

§06. Deuteron. chap. xuxi. ver. 9. Mofis, who had feen the abufes
of facerdatal pewer jn Egypt, wifcly feparated the ecelefiaftical from
the civil jurifdiion. He, therefore, delivered one copy of the Law te
the Levites, who had the cognizance of holy things; and onc to the
Elders, who had the fpperintepdance of civil affairs. See ulfo Deuter,
chap. xvi ver. 8. % Judges (halt thon muke thee, througbout all thytribes;
+ and they fhall judge the people with jult judgment.”” 1d. ibid.

507 D.nteren, chap, 3vill. yer. 1, 2, -

508, Numbers, chap, xxxv. ver. 3-—8. [Jeviticus, chap. v.—xxvii,
Deuteron. chap. xyiil. ver. 3, 4, 5.

$99 The Mefaic religion feers to have had Jietle peculjar to it, bue
the do@rine of the Uity of the Deivy publicly inculcated. Tts Fufii-
warls aud Ceremonies were chiefly borrawed, with fome variation, from
Ahe Egyptian worlhip; (Divine Legation of Mofes, hook iv. fedl. vi)

and
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1 fhall (hew, waath:gmtab]e&nf Mofq,ﬂnvrgg. 'Ia_ 2
gerent of God, in framing his laws, &

BuT what is truly fingular, we find not in the Mo« .
faic inftitutions, either ecclefiaftical or civil, any refe-
rence to a Future State of Rewards and Punifhments,
" fo zealoufly inculeated by Heathen legiflators **°, This
omiffion has been confidered by an oracle in learnin
and a dignitary of the church, as an inconteftable ar-
gument for the divine origin of thofe inftitutions®"
though in the eye of impartial reafon, it can only be re-
garded as a proof of the political fagacity of the Hebrew
legiflator. He wasleading an obftinate people, through
many dangers and difficulties, to the covw y promifed
them by the Lorp 3 and any profpec? of a happy flate,
beyand the grave, might have relaxed their mdm;'pur,c,
for qttaining their earthly Canaan,

- Iy making this remark, 1 mean not to queftion the
divine origin of the Mofaic inftitutions ; but to fhew
the folly of refling the proof of it on an emiffion, which
naturally leads to a different conclufion. I am eyen
of opinion, that the Hebrews, both before and after
the Exodus, believed in a future flate, thaugh all the
promifes and threatenings in the Mofaic law are teme
poral; and that Mofes having placed them under the
regal government of God, the my/lerioufly vifible head

and its ymbals are evidently Zahizn, They have all a refirence to the
" ssven great Copr esviac Bopies, or to the Figures ufed in the wverfbip

of the Huvenly Badier; hut efpecially of the Su+. (Compare Exed, chiapy
xuv. xxvi. with Specim. Hiff. Arab, ap. Poceck.) And the Twervs
Tribes of Wracl cmefpond to the manber of the GreaTer Gops of Gena
tile antiquity. -

510, See Divine Legation of Mifes, bnokmﬁd.:a. and the autho-
rities there cited.

511. This is the fundamental, but paradoxical principle, upon
MWquiﬂm(MnﬁMm
zﬂu*mhﬂyhokm fedt i ii.

of
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to propound future rewards and punifhments, thefe
being underitood to be ultimately awarded by their
Heavenly King ***  Nor will it derogate from the di-
vinity of Mofes’s miffion, to fay that he forbore to in-
fift om fach rewards and punilhments for political rea-

. fons, fuited to the circumftances of the people under

£12. The nature of the Hebrew government is little anderftood.
Tewasa THEOCRACY, or mixed monarchy, under the [piritual and tem-
poral government of God. Mofes was his Minifier or Ficeyerent,  Jo=
fhoa and the Fudyes maintained the fame character; and the Kingrwere
enly his Ficeroys, inveflted with the enfigns and the funtions of royalty.
(Sce Divine Legatior of Mujes, book v. fed. i. ii. iii. and the paffages
of Scripture there cited.) The manner in which the Divine Prefence
was to be manifefled, after the promulgation of the Law, and the erec-
tiont of the Tabernacle, is thus defcribed by God himfelf. “ And Jet

® hem make me a SANCTUARY, that J may devell among thems, Accord
% ing to all that I fhew thee, after the pattern of the Tasexwacee,
« and the pattern of all the inflruments theregf, even [o fhall ye make it.
# And they fhall make an Ark of Shittim wood : fwe cubits and an balf
« fhall be the lenpth thereof, anda cubit and a balf the breadth thereef. And
# thou fhalt overlay i with pure pold; within and without fhait thou
& gyerlay it, and Balt make upon it a Caown. of gold round abour. And
 thou fhalt makea MEREY-SEAT of pure gold; twe eubits and a balf Thall
« be the lenpth thereof, and a cubit and a balf the breadth thereof. And
# thou fbalt ‘mate Tero CHERUBIMS of gold; of beaten gold fhalt thou
0 make them, in the o ends of the Mercv-Sxat. And make one
“ CypnTd o one end, and the viber Carnvn ob the ober md. And the
« Cgpuerms fhall fretch forth their wings on high, covering the
% Mency-SEAT with their wings ; and their fuces thall look ons to ano-
% gher, Towards the Mercy-Sear fhall the faces of the Cuerunims
# be, And thou fhalt place the Mercy-BeaT above upon the Anx ; and
* jn the ARK thou fbalt pur the TesTimony. Andthere I will meet with
W ghee s and 1 will commune with thee from above the Mra € ¥-SEAT ; from
# beprpeen the two Cnenubims, which are upon the Anx of the TxsT1~
“ ysony 3 Of all thingr avbich I will give thee in commandment unto the

4 Children of Ifrael.” (See Exodus, chap.xxv. ver, 8—22.) ¢ And

_# the Lorp faid unto Mofes, ¢ Speak unto Aaron thy brother, that e
“ come noi at all times into the Huly Place within the Vil before the
# Mercy-Sear, which is upon the Anx, that he die not; for 7 wilt
“ appear in the Croun wpen the Mexcy-SEAT.”  Levitious, chap.
Zvi. vers 3. a

his
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his conduét, and calculated to anfwer the primary end m
of that miflion ; the fpeedy eftablifhment of the wor- >

fhip of one God, in a land where idolatrous fuperfti-
tion had given birth to cvery crime that can difgrace
human nature '3, o

Tue author of the Divine Legation, however, en-
deavours to prove, that the Hebrews did not believe in
a Future State before the Babylonifh Captivity $**; and
that Mofes intentionally concealed from them this im-
portant truth***.  But if the Hebrews had been left
by God to acquire the knowledge of a future ftate
from other nations, they might furely have learned it
from the Zgyptians, among whom it had been taught
from time immemorial®*®, And as the LoRD per-
mitted Mofes to borrow from that people many religi=
ous folemnities $*7, we cannot believe that the do&trine
of immortality; the hope moft congenial to the human
foul, and the firmeft {fupport of legillation, when regu-
lated by the meafures of ju/f and wnjufl, could have
been forbidden to be inculcated by the Deity,

513, Deuteron. chap. ix. ver. §. chap. xii. ver, 30. This reprefentas
tion of the manners of the Syrian nations, which I have hitherto confi=
dered as jult, was given, it muft be owned, by an hiftorian intercfted to
delineate them in the blackeft colours. But the Mofaic hiltory, though
calculated to countenance the claim of the Hebrews to the Promifed
Land, feems to contain 2 faithful defcription of the ftate of govern-
ment and manners iu Syria, from the time of Abrahanmt to that of
Mofes. 1 therefore have not ferupled to quote it as found biftorical
evidence; in whatever regards the ftate of Syria, and even of Egypt
in carly times. The vices of the Hebrews are pot fereened, nar the
wvirtues of other nations concealed by Mofes.

514. See Warburton's Divine Legation of Mofer, book vi, fe i. ii. il

515, Divige Legation of Mofes, book v. {e@ y. ¢ I fhall fhew,” fays

be, “ that this omifion Was not accidental; but that, on the contrary, it
“ was a defigned omiffion :—and of a THING well known by bim (Mofes)
© to be of bigh importance to Society,”” 1d. ibid

516. Divine Legation, book ii. feét. iv. -

517 1d. book iv, fe@. vi,

Te
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PARTL o maintain, therefore, that Mofes intentionally cone
SV fealed this doltrine, fo worthy of DivineGoodnefs, and

effential to the happinefs of mankind, i to reprefent
Him ds a mete human politician ; the framer of a reli-
gloits fyftem, which hé propofed to eftablifh by vio-
lefice, in cutting off from the opprefled Hebrews all
fiopes but thofe of worldly advanfagesy ftimulating
thieni to aéls of blood, in order to defolate the land
thiat he had prefumptuoufly promifed them ; and there
£o place 4 religion, which, though pure in principle,
kad its origin in impofture, and was founded by the
fword.

Tiie Mofaic inftitutions were diftinguifhed from all
ethers by their promulgation, as well as by the omiffion
of the doctrine of a Future State,

MAw¢ ancient Legiflators publithed their ordinances
undér the pretended fan&ion of fome God. But Mofes
is the &nly dancient Legiflator, who ever promulgated a
bbdy of laws in the name of 6NE Gop, the Creator of
the Univerfe, and introduced them with an account of
the beginning of all things*™ ; the creation of the Hea-

vens,

§18. Gengfir, chap. 1. Dr. Warburton attempts to form a difinilion
between Mofes as an Hifforian and as a Legiflator; (Divine Legation,
book v.led. v.) but I can fez nb realon for fuch ditindtion. That
portion of his hi&m'r, which precedes the promulgation of his laws,
sppeare obvioully intended to fircilitate their receptiva. This the Dodtor

is foreed, in fome inftances, to admit. And he pufhes the matter

el farther than is neceffary to efiablifh the point. For he tells us,
that Mofes, in relating the « Hiffory of the Fall mentions only the in-
Ve feumint of the Agent, the SErrENT not the Arent himfelf, the De-
% ¥t And the reafon is plain, adds he, * there was a clofe con-
W awxion between that agency and the dodfrine of a Future State 3 which,
cécoeding to the Doctor’s hypothefis, Mofes laboured to conceal frofn
“ the Hebrews. “ What but this,” afkes he, * could be the caufe of the
* omiffion?—~When it is o evident, that the knomledge of the grand exemy
Y of wsr wwelfare would have been the fileligfl curc of InoraTny; as

ry “m

"



véns and the Earth; the formation of animals, both
brute and rational ; the infufion of the Human Soul,
and the origin of Natural and AMoral Evil**s to [ay
nothing of the tremendous figns of the Divine Prefence,
manifefted to a whole people **°,

BuT although the laws of Mofes, worthy of their ime
puted author, difcover the deepeft wif{dom, and abound
with maxims of mild humanity, his inftrutions tp the
Ifraclites, on their approaching the Promifed Land,
breathe fuch a cruel and fanguinary fpirit, as Glls the
heart with horror, Inftead of ordering them to expcl,
or make flaves of the vanquithed inhabitants, according
to the ungenerous practice of ancient Heathen nations,
he commands them, when moft lenient, to flay every
man and male child with the edge of the fword, and
every woman who had knewn man, by lying with
him *** ; but of the people of the land more particus
Jarly pwnufcd, he orders them to cut off man, weman,
and child, without diftin&ion of age or fgx 5**,

¢ teaching men fo efieews it a mere diobolical jlJulipn.” Diyine Legation of
Mnrﬂ " book v. (e&. v.

If Mofes could thus have cured mankind, or even the Hebrew pation,
of their rage for idolatry, he aéted a part equally weghk and wicked in
roncealing from them the canfe of moral turpitude, the agency 9f the De-
wil. For the propenfity of the Hebrews to idolatry vexed him all his
life ; and both he and his fucceflors fhed torrents of blood, that the
People of God might be preferved from the idolatries of the Syrian na-
tions. Nor were they ever cured of their inordinate paflion for idols,
until ¢heir return from the Babylonifh captivity ; when, the legrned
prelate gllows, (Divine Legation, book vi. fe& ii.) they had acquir®d
the inowledge of the Autlor of Ewil, and the doclrine of a Future State.

§19. Genefis, chap. i. iii. 520. Exodus, chap, xik. xx.

521, Numbers, chap. xxxi, wer, 17,18. “ Now, therefore, Lill every
# male among the little ones, mdkﬂlﬂmmwmw
# man by lying with him; but alf the women sil&'m, ‘that have nut
-mamymmm@mﬁrwﬂm "I ﬂm‘l

532. Deuteren. chap. xx. wer. 16, 17. “ That they teach you not to
#‘do after all the sbominations, which they have done unto their
4Gogs ; fp thouldye fin againit the Loro your God." Jd. ver, 9.
: Iy
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In giving thefe inftrudtions Mofes appears to hate

" been partly guided by political neceffity, partly by the

rigid maxims of political prudence. He knew the
difficulty of expulfion, and was apprehenfive that the
conquered countries would not be fufficient for the
fupport of the native inhabitants, and the new comers.
He forefaw the probability of a multitude of flaves-
rebelling againft their mafters; of women, but
efpecially fuch as had been connefted with the
men of the country, aiding rebellion; and alfo of
leading the Ifraelites into IporaTRY, which his laws
had guarded againft by the moft fevere prohibitions.
On that hinge his whole {yftem turned.

To preferve a chofen people in the worfhip of oxE
Gop, and found their exaltition on their feparation
from all other nations, by this and other peculiarities
in their religious inftitutions, was the pious purpofe
of Mofes. Hence his exhortation to the Ifraelites,
before they entered the Promifed Land.

“ HeARKEN, O Ifracl! unto the fatutes, and unto

“ the judgments, which I teach you 3 that ye may live,
“ and goin and poflefs the land, which the Lorp God
 of your fathers giveth you. Keep, therefore, and da
% them; for what nation hath ftatutes and judgements
“ fo righteous, as all this Law, which 1 fet before you ?
% —Keep thy foul diligently, left thou forget the things
“ which thine eyes have feen, efpecially on the day
“ thou ftoodeft before the Lorb thy God in Horeb
“ when the Lorp faid unto me, ¢ Gather the people
¢ together, and I will make them hear my words ; that
“ they may learn to fear me all the days that they fhall
“ live upon the earth, and that they may teach their
“ children’ And ye came near, and ffood under the
“ mountainy and the mountain burned with fire unto the
“midft of Heaven; with darknefs, ¢louds, and thick
- dark-
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“<arknefs. And the Lofp fpake unto me out of the
“ midft of the FIRE. Ye beard the woice of the words,
“ but fow np SIMILITUDE: ye only beard a VOICE.
“ And He declared unto you his Covenant, which he
“ commanded you to perform, TEx CommAND-
“ MENTS; and wrote them wpon Twe Tables of Stone.
% And the LorD commanded me, at that time, to teach
“ you flatutes and judgements, that ye might do them in
“ the Land ye go over to poffifs.

“ TAKE ye, therefore, good heed unto yourfelves ;
% for ye faw no manner of Similitude on the day that the
« Lorp fpake unto you in Horeb, out of the midft of
* the fire :—take heed left ye corrupt yourfelves, and
“ make you a GRAVEN IMAGE; the fimilitude of any
“ figure**?, the likenc/s of male or of female; the likenefs
¢ of any bea/? that is on the earth; the /ikenefs of any
“ fowl that flieth in the air ; the lkene/s of any thing
« that creepeth on the ground; the Likene/s of any fi/b

“ that is in the waters:—and left thou ft up thine
€ pyes unto Heaveny and when thou feef? the Suw, and ;

¢« the Moox, and the Stars, all the Hoff of Heaven !
« thou fhouldeft be drawn to worjbip them, and to
“ ferve them, which the LorD thy God hath imparted
« wnto all the natians under the whale Heaven***. The
« LorD our God is ONE LorDp **,

HownourABLE the purpofe was ; and the principle,
if adhered to, muft have made the Hebrews, to ufe the

5.‘;3. The Mofaic worfhip made ufe of firures; but thefe were not
expofed to the idolatry of the people. They were confined to the ins
nermoft part of the tabernacie or temple; to the Mo Haly Place;
which the high-priclt was not permitted, st all times, to enters (Levi-
#icus, chap, xvi. ver, 2.) and whence the oracular voice came, from the
Mercy-Seat debind the veil. (1d. ibid.) For, as Dr. Warburton remarks,
(Divine Legation, bock v. fect.iv.) « The Mofaic religion, like the Pa~
« gan, had a public part.”

534~ Deuteron, chap, iv.ver, I=~19. 525, Deuteron, chap. vi. ver. &
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m nity rauft ever condemn the means employed to attain

!Ililiétufihfabu;swnfhyof:gqﬁaer"& '!%t!nuﬁif
that empire, and virtue hold them ‘it execration.
Cruelty can admit of no vindication in the eye of focial
man; and any attempt to palliaté it, on theologic
grovnds; muft itipeach the moft amiable attribiute of
the Deity. The God of Mofes feemed to delight i in
blood. Hence, after the arms of the Ifraelites under
Jothus were finally crowned with faccefs; fuch of the
inhabitants of Palelline and the neighbouring countries,
a5 hiad efcaped the fword, or found themfelves unable
fo maintain their independency, fled to the fea-coaft,
and took refuge in the cities of Tyre and Sidon **7.
And hence thofc citics, overcrowded with people,
were enabled to plant colonies in all the countries to
which they traded ; on the coaft of Africa, in Spain,
and in the ilands of the Mediterranean, as we fhall
have occafion to notice. The Pheenician colouy, un-

et Cadmus, the T}rn:m, had already been fettled in

Grcece ™",

Havixe thus, hyLord, given you ah aécount of thé
éarly progrefs of mankind in Government and Legif<"
fion, and of the Ancient State of the Nations t¢ which
EURoPE was indebted for its Science and Civility ; I
fiiall proceed, according to my plan, to the Founding
¢f the Gracian States, as a prelude to the Hiftory of
ﬂmt’ celebrated country.

- 536 ng lib. xvi p. 761. edit. fop. cit.

27, Jgﬂ':m, chap. xi. ver. 8. 528, Fcrfu&rn l':'.poehvu.
Hetodot. ki, ik, cap, alix
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. Tk tradisional Hiftory gf GREECE to the 'f'td;'iﬁ' RE.
W ARy with an Account of lblFawndx'ugg" fh*m el

* cipal GRZECIAN STATES. i

W -

THE cotintry properly cnmpmﬁended ﬁn&er :Bi
name of GREECE, and included between the
thirty-fixth and forty-firlt degree of northern latitude,
conﬁfted of that eaftern promontory of Turope, which
fronts Natolia, or Afia Minor; and which, extem
from the mountains of Epirus and Macedonm& the
Mediterranean fea, is formed into a kind of peninfula
by two arms of that fca, ancicotly called the m
and Jonian feas. Thefe {éas, hitji&-.
the names of the A chipelago an&




» ] It’.

r ?m' the heat of the Grecian fummeﬂ, modcrztcd by

breezes from the hills and furrounding feas, is fuffi-
r cient to bring the choiceft fruits to maturity, without -
E © enervating the human body; and the fhort Grecian
: winters are cold enough to brace the fibres, without

chilling the conftitutions of the people.

’h

Ancient Greece, during the profperous ages of its

liberty, was politically and nominally {plit, agreeable to

k the divifions formed by nature, into a number of inde-

B i pendent flates, or diftricts of different dxmcnﬁuns, un-
E * dér diftin&t governments.

 PELOPONNESUS, now called the Morea, which has
. been ‘ingenioufly compared to the leaf of the plane-
- gree, becaufe of its angular recefles or bays, contained
|~ feven ftates of confiderable eminence ; namely, Co-
= -r{ndl, on the ifthmus that conneéts Peloponnefus with
thc continent 3 Achaia on the northern, and Elea on
: the weftern fide; Argolis on the eaftern coaft; Ar-
~ cadia in the centre; and Meflenia and Laconia toward
e the,pemgto{ﬂwpenmfuh. This peninfula, one hundred
_ and forty miles in length, and one hundred and twenty
atits greateft breadth, is interfe@ed in_many places by
‘mountainsy but efpecially by the two lofty ridges of
Zazex and Taygetus, which terminate at its two fouth-
ermoft promontories, Tenarum and Malea.

ory of Greece without the Corinthian ifth
€ g;catorexunttﬁznf'clopomeﬁu, but
two hundred miles, in a
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-ﬂlerafom, have been above G,lch rude barbamy. But

confiderable of which were, tolia and Acarnania on .

-the Corinthian and Ambracian gulfs ; Theffally, inclad-

ing Phthiotis, on the frontiers of Epirus and Mace~
donia; Doris, Phocis, and Locris, in the neighbour~
hood of the mountains of (Eta and Parnaffus; and
Beeotia and Attica, diverging in a fouthern proje€tion,
from thofe mountains to the ZEgean fea.

ALONG the coaft of Attica and Bezotia lies the large
ifland of Eubcea, (one hundred and twenty miles in
length, and from thirty to forty in breadth) which
might be confidered as a part of Proper Greece. Its
principal diftriks were thofe of Chalcis and Eretrias
The whole Grwcian territory, therefore, would have
formed, if combined into one mafs, a country three
hundred miles fquare, and confequently as large ud
South Britain.

Txis celebrated country, which at prefent makes
part of European Turkey, was originally occupied, if
we may credit tradition, by various tribes of ﬁm@c‘_’ :
barbarous men, utterly unacquainted with the arts of
civil life, and who fed upon the {pontaneous produéti
of the earth, herbs and wild fruits . The moft l;
fiderable of th&{'e tribes were the Pelafgi, Caucnnes,
Aones, Hyantes, and Leleges *. The Pelafgi, howe-
ver, appear to have been horfemen®. They muft,

as human learning has. nat fo eqaal to the

h&&i&aﬁdﬁgh or to con-

tum ﬂlﬂt}
2. Strabo, Geeg. Lib. i ix. x. et Paufan. Graee, Defeript, pufiime
;.wo,m..m,. 57, el |

_‘I
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vided into a mmtber of mrlependem d:ﬂm&s; tﬁamnﬁ ' <



order tﬁhew yourLorﬂfhipj -é ; G"raeks be-
ehe%eé conccrmng the founding of their feveral ftates,
the exploits of their early heroes, and the introduction

s may be fuggefted by cxrcumﬁanca{

* Tae firft civil eftablifhment founded in Greece, by

any perfon that can be reputed a native, was formed

Ant. Chr. at Lycoria, on mount Parnaffus, bya hng named Deu-
RS alion*; whole fway extended over Phthiotis and part

8 oecded Tim in Phthiotis, and alfo'in his Theflalian
miinions ®.  And from this politic and powerful
“pritice a// the people of Greece came finally to bear the
general appellation of HeLLENES 7; while from his
two fons, Dorus and Aolus, and Ins grandfon Ton,
.- ('.hey were gra&wﬁiy diferiminated by the namés of Do-
* tians, Eolians, and Tonians * 5 the threc pnnirbranches

4 p.pum Epoch 11 mm‘g X. p. 322, edit. Xylaader.
Franclare, 1583 Herodotus; Lib. i. cip.Ivi. A%dﬂ'—‘ P19,

ape B TE=
i Strabo, lib. viii. p. 383.

; Tt Jnumappds-ﬁ Thucydidés,
wm Vefors th cime of -

b f 3 the dif

: muﬁnm:&m{cfw

‘mome 6f the lurgefl ttrnmj mﬁq‘&. i
- % Hellen and his fons had a :

curute hiforian, “ and led out ﬂmrmm
“ {lates, intercourfe made thef(ﬁ #mmw ¥
o peaple dfmml_pbm, long 1

of arts and laws among them oﬁi-.rmg fuch remarks

. of Theffaly®. Hellen, the eldeft fon of Deucalion, -
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Tus progrefs of the defcendants af»ﬂaxm,;u@

their fubjets in civility, ﬁs’ tu;l.t!:r than that of ,aq <
=other Greecian family®. But Gmeccw not~ ﬁ& .
quire its civilization, merely through the adva f
its native inhabitants in policy or arts. It wa
much to the attainments of forclgncrs '

’ |

‘ P
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A cpms'rmr, in many refpeds, h:gh!yfmumdy- "

nature, and happily fituated for commerce ; being ﬁy@b

rated fromr Afia Minor only by a narrow channel, and
from Syria by a fmall extent of fea, could not fail toat-
traét the'vilits of naval adventurers. Greece wxs-n@; .
eordingly a prey to invafion in very early ages; and by
naval adventurers were founded ‘the prineipal ©
cfaaﬂmsr ' , ey

Ixueua, fhiled the fon of Om:m md' 3
(probably becaufe he was the firlt perfon of difti
uonﬂutmqhyfeumw

to have conduéted @ colony from
c:a", nga’»a.h;ghmuw t ngdom €
ieiomxgnufnmaﬂw Pho

"

5 ﬁ%gfec'md fon qf Inachﬁ founded a

of Ar-



/ wqindants Iuachm, b Soei tohave
* degenerated into barbarifim, were fupplanted in the

kingdom of Argos by the famous Agyptian adventu-
Chr. Ter, Danaus™®; whofe arrival, in the fhip Pentecon-
1% gorus'?, forms an important r3 in the traditional part. «
of the hiftory of Greece, .

‘To Danaus the Greeks were indebted for many ime
provements, He taught the Argives to conftruét
aqueducts **, and fupplied their city plentifully with
water from four fountains or refervoirs 1°. He built
© the citadel of Argos*°; and he raifed the kingdom to
~ {uch a pitch of glory and profperity, by the introduc-
tion of arts and laws among the peoplc wio owned
 his fway, that all the fouthern Greeks bore, for a time,
the name of Danai ', A
B & ycand it 48 Whe arvival of Danags. i l‘do. ,
. Chr. hpomugﬁs ; a Pheenician colony had been planted in
? ,’5"““ ‘Beeotia, by Cadmus of Tyre*, 'The Hyantesoppofed
s the fettlement of Cadmus and his followers; but being
~ warfted in battle, they thought fit to-evacuate their
-3 l‘w.ihml the Aones, fceing that refiltance
" malt prove ineffe@ual, fupplicated the clemency of
- Cadmus, mdwewwmﬁiﬂa the Phee-

nicians *5,

As foon as Cadmus k{l wﬂicd hs 0&& h&

- 15. Apollad. Tib. ii.. init. ‘a.rm il.;[f.;&
17, Parian Chron. Epmhm 18. Strabo, l.p.u.
19. Strabe, lib. vm.p 37k \_-_ 20. Id. m@ s
2t Thucyd. dibed. cap. ibo, Ish mp.;a_‘-
2. Parian Epodlm
la.mmwﬁ- mmmp..m:- -

Paulan, libyix. p.285¢ ag. Woibid,
A T
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name that, in carly tmes, mmp chended the greater
part of Beeotia *’.  That fortrefs aﬁﬂqd wafylm i
to refugees from the neighbouring ftates; fo t ‘
_ Thebes, of which Cadmea was the CIWW

"= a large and populous town, all fecured with waﬂi"
Cadmus brought into Greece the Phaenician alpha-
bet *°, and the art of working mines *°,

!
- .

er‘r? years befom the defcent of Cadmus, and fif-

teen hundred and eighty-two years before the Chriftian
wera, that famous city to which Europe was to owe its.
literature and civility, itslaws, its arts, and its feiency
Athens, the future feat of learning and politenefs, the
theatre of eloquence, and the fchool of knowledge, .
was founded by Cecrops, the leader of a band of emi= ’g"

_ grants from the diftrict of Sais, in Lower Zgypt™, =~ .
Being well reccived by Acteus, who then reigned oveg, .
the territory of Attica, Cecrops obtained his daughter .
in marriage **; and, on the death of thatpnnoe, ho—' <
fucceeded to his fceptre *2, ’

‘No fooner did Cccrops get poflell af
ment, than he reprefented to his {ubj
of living amicably together, in order to oppofe the ra-
vages and incurfions of robbers and pirates ; but efpe-
aaﬂrof the Agaﬁml!ceom, and the Carians of
the }Egem.*ﬂmmhom perpetually pillaging the

* a6. Strabo, lib. viii. p. gor. m.sh. ix. p. 285.
27. Strabo, ibid. 28. Strabo et Paufanias, ubi fup.
Q.Wu,lﬂn.v cap. Iviii. m&cnl-lihoﬁi-pm edit,
. Pliny, . Not. I, vicap. .
'ﬂv-g.m mm




-haguq Mfehﬂgpﬁfeﬂa& the independency «

Greece, and made its united ftates formidable to the
greateft monarchies, is certainly due to the king of
Thesmopyle** 5 in whofe hall or chapel the Amphic-
tyons, or Greecian delegates, originally held their deli= ™
berations *.

Nor was the fagacity of the king of Thermopyla
Tefs confpicuous in the méafures which he took.for ex-
citing the vigilance, and perpetuating the power of the
AmphiGtyonic council, than in eftablifhing it.  Jufily
fenfible, we may prefume, of the force of religion in
cementing political confederacies, as well as in awa-
kening their zeal, he charged the diet of Greece with
the protection of the Oracle of Delphos .  And all
the Gracian delegates, before their inftalment, ‘were
required to take a folema oath, accompanied with many
awfnl imprecations and execrations on fuch as thould
violate their engagements**; but efpecially againft thofe
that {houldnegls«& the proteétion of the facred city *%

gs,l‘ﬁdemx, Chrow. Marm. p. 123, edit. Ozon. 1676.

' 53. Herodot. Yib. i cap. cc. et Prideabx, ubi fup,
54 No ancient author exprefily fayy, That Amphictyon charged
the confederated Greeks with the protecion of the Delphic Oracles
Bt Strbo ntinvices, that they had fucki chifge from the time of
wmﬁaamm Mpmlj it is certain, that the
&yumc council was caly charged with rh,hmcc!!mnﬂ&
3 (ZElchin, de Falfs Legats) and ¢ Oracle was eftablihed
Hhre ﬂ:emgndfbmﬁm, and in. e onging to him
anc bis fous. { Vi Pridcanx, Chrow. Marm: p. 193, 123. et Presicre Dif-
Jert. S E'Oracle de Delpb. par M. ) Mwm
ﬁmmmﬁmmﬁmﬁmmﬁﬁ ;
mmthenmh.ﬂm mmhﬂmmtm




P Enmw:. the fxth Hing %@Eﬁm qii&s '
third after An}ph&ym, ‘was ﬁe firft Graecian prince
who feparated the civil from the ecdeﬁa&mnl popmr"
Before his time, every king had united in his own per-
fon the regal and facerdotal funcions, the fovereignty
and the pontificate. Satisfied with fwaying the fcep-

« ~=tre, Erechtheus relinquithed the pricfthood of Minerva,
the titulary divinity of the Athenians, and alfo that of
Neptune, to his brother Butes **,

THE fame prince wifely inftituted the Eleufinian my-
fteries *%, in honour of Ceres, the goddefs of the earth,
and the patronefs of hufbandry ; an art that can never
be too highly honoured, as it is the grand fource of
the comforts of civil life, and the parent of jurif-
prudence. This goddefs is figuratively faid to have
come to Athens, in perfon, during the reign of Erech-
theus, becaufe he was a great promoter of agriculture,
Hence we are told, that Triptolemus, who, under the
patronage of Erechtheus, firft fowed barley with fuc-
cefs in the plains of Rharia, nearElcuﬁs, was inftructed
by Ceres ©°,

Or all the religious feftivals in the heathen world,
the Eleufinian myfteries were celebrated with the great=
eft folemnity, and the moft profound fecrecy. They
feem to have been calculated to purify the minds of
men from the grofs tencts of Pagan theology, as pro-
mulgated to the multitude ; by revealing the unity of
the DE1TY and the immoriality of the SouL, dwclte&_

3 foupd’&kmushnrrm
: 58. 1d. ibid.
N m llh“ '
mmam




£ " THE HISTORY OF
i:m | A 'J;‘gts at leaft was the opinion of fome of the mo
=’ enlightened Greek and Roman writers. % Thofe /-
“ cred myfleries;” fays ocrates, « fortify the foul
® “ggainfl the fear of death, and infpire the initiated
« with the pleafing bopes of an happy immortality®')'—
And Cicero, in fpeaking of the fame myfteries, conli-
ders them as the greateft of all the benefits for which™ ™
Luropewas indebted to the cityof Athens, Tt was fbe,”
i rematrks that philofophical politician, * who taught us
' “ not only to Live bappily, but 10 die with tranquillity
b in confidence of becoming yet mare bappy in a future
i « flate of cxiffence®”

B

Thue affairs of Attica, or thofe of the more northern
| flates of Greece, afford few memorable events, from the
i rcign of Erechthets to that of Thefeus. The reign of

Thefeus is highly interefting. It forms the zra of an
impertant change in the Athenian governiment, and in
the manners of all Greece. It may be called The Age
of Grecian Chivalry. Dut before I fpeak of the tranf
actions of that heroic age, or carry farther the hiflory
of Athens, I muit give your Lordfhip an account of
the rife of the kingdom of Lacedemon, and of the
ftates in its neighbourhood. '

-

L i

THE territory of Laconia, in Peloponnelus, was
early pofleffed by the Leleges .  And Lelex, the head
of that ancient Gracian tribe, and the firft king of this
illuftrious country, is computed by chronplogers to

% have reigned about fifteen hundred yeass before the

T

61. Hocrat. Paneg, Athen.
62. Cicero, de Legib. lib. ii. et Orat. vii. 2d Perrem.  That the doc-
trine of the waity of the Deyry alfo was inculcated in the Eleufinizn
inyfkerics, 1 have formerly had occafion to ficw.
63. Paufan. Lacou. Strabo, lib, x,

- ’
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™ Chriftian era®. LAczDJBMOH, one of the fucceflors
of Lelex, gave to the kingdom of Laconia his own ‘_,.'.a
name 3 and 10 its capital, that of SPARTA, in honour
of his wift, the daughter of Eurotas, his predes
ceflor *

L ag

Tae hiftory of Sparta, from the reign of Lacedm-
mon to that of Tyndareus, is aimoft utterly unknown.
Tyndareus (whofe family affairs will afterward de-
mand our attention) was married to the celebrated
Loeda, whom Jupiter, in the fhape of a fwan, is faid
to have enjoyed *°.  Be this, however, as it may, Leda
bore to her hufband, or at leaft fathered upon him,
two {ons, named Caftor and Pollux ; who died inearly
manhood, and were deified for their exploits ; and two
daughters, Helen and Clytemneflra, not lefs known to
fame °’. Tyndareus was contemporary with Thefcus.

Tue kingdom of Mycensw, alfo in the Grecian pe- Ant. Chry
ninfula, was founded by Perfeus, the reputed fon of Ju- 3%
piter, and of Danie, the daughter of Acrifius, king of
Argos % Perfeus is the moft renowned of the firft
heroes of Greece; but his exploits, as embellithed by
the fplenaid imagination of his fondly admiring coun=
trymen, are too improbable to be admitted among the
number of tfaditional facts. * He is faid to have mar-
ried Andromeda, whom he had delivered from a fea-
‘monfter, and to have had by her five {fons; Alceus,
Sthenelus, Hilas, Maftor, and Electrion

" 64 Parian. Ciwon, Epoch X. Eufch. €bron. Blair, Chrer. We
mult not confider Lefex as a proper name ; but as a title of honour,
conferred npon fome chief who had acquired high renown among the
‘Lelages, and great fway over them. The fame may be faid of Pelufe
gus, #ad other barbarous chieftains.

€5, Paufan. Zocon,

66. Apolled. Tib. iii. 67. 1d. ibid.

65. Paufan, Lib. ii. Apellod. lib.jii.

69l Apollod.ﬁh.u. Diod, Sicul, Lib. iv.

Avczus
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Arczus left, by his wife Hippomene, a fon named.h

Amphytrion, and a daughter called Anaxo. Eleétrion,
the brother of Alcrus, married his niece Anaxo; and
had, by her, the famous Alcmena ; who became the
wife of her uncle Amphytrion, and the mother of He-
racles, or Hercules, in confequence of a fuppofed ememo.

brace of the god Jupiter 7°.

ErLecTrION governed the kingdom of Mycente af-
ter the death of Perfeus, and Amphytrion fhould na-
turally have fucceeded him in the throne. He was
the hufband of Alcmena, Electrion’s only daughter,
and the fon of Alczus, the eldeft fon of Perfeus, their
common progenitor. But Amphytrion having had the
misfortune to kill his father-in-law involuntarily, was
obliged to abfcond for a time .

1

MeAaNwHILE Sthenelus, king of Argos, Amphy=-
trion’s uncle, taking advantage of that circumftance,
feized upon the inheritance of his fugitive nephew,
and gave it to his own fon Euryftheus’. _In con-
fequence of this ufurpation, the gallant ﬁcrcuies,
whofe generous toils and heroic deeds have fo long ex-
cited the admiration of mankind, was alfo excluded the
throne of his anceftors. ! And the kingdom of Mycenz,
on the death of Euryftheus, who was {lain in an expe-
dition into Attica, paffed from the family of Perfeus
into that of Pelops 2.

THE arrival of Pelops, fon of Tantalas king of
Phrygia, in the Grecian peninfula, to which he had
the honour of giving his name, produced an almoft to=
tal revolution in the ftate of PErLoronNEsus. His
Afiatic wealth, and numerous family, acquired him

0. Td. ibid. 71. Apollod. Iib, ii.
77 1d. ibid. 73 Apollod. Iib, ii. Diod. Sicul. lib. iv.
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\ktht confequence among the inhabitants of that pe- LETTER
ninfula; fo that his daughters were married to the _° j|
princes of the country, and he was enabled to procure
fovereignties for moft of his fons7*. He was contem-

porary with Perfeus.

" ATREUS, one of the fons of Pelops, having married
Zrope, daughter of Euryftheus, king of Argos and
Mycenz, fucceeded to the fovereignty of thofe two
kingdoms, on the death of his father-in-law 7.  And
Agamemnon, the fon of Atreus, who is ftiled by Ho-
mer, “ King of many ifles, and of ALL Argos 7%, was
the moft powerful prince in Greece 77,

AcamMEMNON married Clytemneftra, daughter of
Tyndareus, king of Lacedemon or Sparta. And He-
len, Clytemneftra’s fifter, the moft celebrated beauty
that had every appeared in Greece, was given in mar-
riage to Menelaus, Agamemnon’s brother, who fuc-
ceeded to the Spartan throne on the death of Tynda~
reus, his father-in-law 7%,

CorINTHUS, another fon of Pelops, called alfo the
fon of Jupiter, gave his name to the city of Corinth,
formerly named Ephyra 7. This city, feated at the
narroweft part of the ifthmus that unites Pelopon-
nefus to the main land of Greece, and favoured with
two harbours, one on the Ionian, the other on the
Agean fea, became early diftinguifhed by its wealth -
and commerce *°,

74. Diod. Sicul. ubi fup. Thueyd. lib. i, Plut, #it. Thel.
75. Apollod. lib. §i. Diod. Sicul. lib. iv. 26, Zliad, lib, 1.
. Th lib. i. cap, ix. x.
;i Ap:llc;i lib. dii. l:’li‘mmul.. lib. fiil.
79- Paglan. lib. ii. init. Ansiest Unio. Hif. vol, . chap. xviii,
fe. viii. et 2ul. cit.
8c. Thucyd. Lib.i. cap, ix.

Prr'rﬁws,



S founded the fmall fovereigaty, or tows

%wﬂwaﬁm of

zene . He was a prince of grearfqaéity and pro-
bity, and became the grandfather of Thefeus, king of
Attica, in confequence of circumflances fufficiently
memorable to merit a particular detail; efpecially a3
they mark the manners of the age, and will ferve asan
introduction to the feign of the illuftrious Athenian
monarch, as well as to the rife of Grrecian hercifm.

Tae heroic age in ancient Greece, like that of chi-
valry in modern Europe, was preceded by times of un-
fpeakable violence and calamity ; during which 2l
government might be faid to be diffolved, and when
force was the only law. There was then no travel-
ling with fafety from one diftri¢t to another, or even
from place to place, within any particular diftrick.
‘Every deep cave was the den of {fome favage plunderer,

~ who obftrufted focial intercourfe, and preyed withont

remorfe upon the furrounding country **:

STRONGLY awakened to a fenfe of humanity, by
the contemplation of fuch atrqcious wrongs, which
tthe civil authority wanted power to prevent or remedy,
fome men of generous minds, and of great perfonal
prowefs, ftood forth the champions of injured virtue,
‘of violated beauty, or opprefled worth. Perfeus, Her-
‘cules, and Thefeus, were the moft renowned of thefe
champions **.  The exploits of Hercules, as well as
thofe of Perfeus, are juitly configned to the region of

81 Paufan, lib. i, Plut. P, The/. Ba.mu.r‘x

23. Mhmuﬂﬁmf:ﬂnﬂ:ﬂ;hm,mthem ﬂmr
adventures, were guilty of many irregularitics; bue clpecially in re-
gird towomen. Hence Mr. Bryant ealls them # a fet of honourable |

~ * banditti, who would fuffer nobody to do mifchief but themfelves !

New Syflon of dncient Mythal. vob. i L AR
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and intimately conneted with the progrefs of govern=
ment in Greece:

TH1s hero was the natural fon of Egeus, kmg of
Athens. Egcus, when pafl the prime of life, having
‘no legitimate oﬁ"sprmg, a faQion formed by the fons of
his brother Pallas, known by the name of the Pallan-
tidee, gaye him perpetual uneafinefs. In order to re«
move that inconveniency, he went to Delphos, and
fupplicated Apollo for information, how he might ob«
tain the blefling of children. The refponfe of the ora-
cle, little ambiguous, feemed to forbid him the ufe of
any woman before his return to Athens **

Nor fatisfied, however, with that meaning, ZEgeus
Applied for a folution to Piftlieus, king of Troezene;
who was celebrated over Greece, as a man of the great-
eft wifdom of his time. What explication Pittheus
gave is uncertain: but fo much was he eryfawd by the
popular fuperflition, or fo lictle fenfe had he of the merit
of f‘ma!a wirtue, that he con‘rived to introduce his own
daughtcr, Aithra, to the bed of his royal vifitor ¥,

I speak with diffidence, ini regard to the motives of
Pittheus ; as it does not appear from hiftory, whether

84. The Greeks, as I have fornierly hid occafion to obferve, on the
authority of Herodotus, ( Hifisriar, lib. ii. eap. xliii.— xIv.) confounded
the worfhip of an Mgyptian deity of the name of Heracles, or Hercu-
les, with their veneration for the fon of Alemena, to whom they
gavethe name of that. god.  (Id. bid.) The fame may be faid of
¥erfeus, whofe name was alfo that of an AEgyptian god; (Herodotus,
1ib. ii. up. xci’) and of Diewsfus, -or Barchus, whole morta) exiftence
Herodotus feems to queftion ¢ (Jib. il. cap. crlvi.) Hence the confufion
arifing from 2 mixture of Agyptian allegory with Greecian tradition,
which renders the fubulous adventures of Perfeus and Hercules, to fay
" nothing of thofe of the reputed fon of Semele, nmrlymurlinbk.

Vide Diod. Sicul, Bibiicth, 1ib, iii. iv. palim,
8. Plut. Vit Thef. ' + 6, Id.ibid,
‘: ¢ YQLI Il M . h'
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H" fion that the refponfe ofth‘mdemimd fome la-

Pl tent command, which he was bound to fee accom-

: plithed, or by a defire of forming a family connexion
: with ZEgeus. Yet it feems probable, as the wife of
that prince was then alive, that Pittheus was fwayed
by the former motive. But let this have been as it.
might, itis allowed that Zthra proved with child ; and
that Ageus, before his departure from Troezene, led
her into an adjacent field, and there depofited, under
a great ftone, certain tokens, by which the fruit of their
illegitimate commerce, if a fon, fhould be known to
, him, and proudly acknowledged; provided he had
fufficient bodily ftrength, when he arrived at the years

: of manhood, to remave that ftone *7, o
Th1s anecdote, while it fhews the importance of

perfonal vigour in early ages, is highly chara&eriftic

of the manners of thofe rude times: and that which

follows it is yet more marking. As {oon as the preg-

nancy of Zithra began to grow vifible, her father Pit-

theus, in order to preferve her reputation, circulated a

report, that fhe had been honoured with an embrace

of the god Neptune, the tutelary deity of the Troe-

zenyans **,

THAT report was readily received*?; for, ftrange ag
it may feem, mankind have in all ages believed in the
poffible conjunction of the natures divine and human,
“ On this fubjed,” fays Plutarch, “the Zgyptians
“ have made a plaufible diftinétion. They think it
% not fmpoffible, that the divine effence of a Gadmay
“ be communicated to 3 woman, and may awaken in her
“ fome principle of generation; but they hold, that the

87. Plut. ubi fup. et Paufan. lib.i. §8. 1d. ibid.
89. Plut. 7it. Thef.

= & nature
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 mity, or godde(s. In fo faying, however,” adds he,
% they forget, that there can be no impregnation with-
“ out mutwal communication of effence .

THE more ancient Crecks, in general, had lefs
fublime ideas of the gods, and the Troezenians were
incapable of entering into fuch fubtle difquifitions;
fo that the reputation of Zthra was perfeilly fafe.
She was confidered as a princefs peculiarly favoured
by Heaven, and deélivered of a fon named Thefeus;
whofe eatly vigour, both of body and mind, confirmed
all Greete in the belicf of his divine origin®. And
perhaps the reputed fon of Neptune owed his fuperior
abilities, in fome meafure, to that belicf.

" Uwnwirtrixc, however, that Thefeus fhould re.
main ignorant of his mortal fathet, his mother Athra
took him to the place, where Kgeus had depofited
the tokens, ds foon as fhe thought he had acquired
fufficient ftrength to difcover them. He removed the
ftone with eafe ; and found in a cavern beneath it, a
fword and a pair of fandals **,

THEse tokens, and the ftory of his birth, which
accompanied the difcovery of them, roufed every he-
roic quality in the youthful mind of Thefeus. They
feemed to point But to him the courfe he ought to pur-
fue, independent of the requeft of his father. He,
therefore, refolved inftantly to vifit Athens; and, not-
withftanding the warm remonftrances of his mother
and' grandfather, . determined to go thither by land %%,
In vain did the fage Pittheus, who had taken great
care of his education, reprefent to him the dan-

90, mmmm. _g1. Plut. Vit. Thyf. et Paufan. Iib. i. il

93. Plut. i The. et Padfan. Iib, i, 93- Plut.ubi fup. -
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rom the violent attacks of brutal ;5 and of
barbarous chiefrains, that p:llaged the whole country,
and obftructed the roads, while he might fafely pafs to
Athens by water°*; the fleets of Minos IL. king of
Crete, having about that time cleared the Grzcian
feas of pirates *°

Svcen remonftrances ferved only to inflame the
courage of Thelcus, and to confirm him in his pur-
pofe. The dangers held up to be encountered, were

to him fo many new motives for going to Athens by

Iand. Filled with admiration of the gallant exploits of
his kinfman Hercules, he was ambitious of emulating
thenr. He accordingly began his perilous journey;
flew many barbarous chieftains, who f{ubfifting by
murder and rapine, infefted the Corinthian ifthmus
and the mountainous coaft of the Saronic gulphj ar-
rived fafe at Athens; became known to /Egeus, who
cordially embraced him, and publicly acknowledged
him as his fon ; quelled a fedition raifed by the Pallan-
tidee, and firmly eftablithed his father’s throne °°.

CuronoLocy has not fixed the time of the arrival
of Thefeus ar Athens. - But it appears to have been
before the Argonautic expedition ; as fome ancient au~
thors include him among the number of the adventu-
rers in that enterprife .  And we bave the uniform

- teftimony of tradition, that he co-operated with Her-

cules and other heroes, who were engaged in the Argo-
nautic expedition, in freeing Greece from the depreda-
tions of lawlefs men, as well as from the deftrudtive
rage of wild beaits.

1d. ihid.
95+ Thucyd.lib. i. Diod. Sicul. lib. iv. Plut. 7it. The.
96. Plut, ubi fup, 97- 1d. ibid, et Apollod. Lib, &

Or



Or'zil &e‘ﬁi‘[ﬁeﬂ’s that have excited the cunolity of

aﬁﬁguarxans, on none have they been able to throw fo

litfle light, as on that of the Argonautic Expedition.
The Golden Fleece of Colchis, we are told, was its de-
clared object; but what we are to underftand by that
Fleece, whether the Fne wool of the flocks of the
country, Theep-fkins placed in the beds of rivers to col-
leét gold duft, a rich treafure carried to Colchis in a
veffel with the figure of a gilded ram on her prow, or
fome other metaphorical meaning, is a matter not yet
decided among the learned, and in regard to which
{carce two antiquaries are of the fame opinion *’. No
faisfaftory account has hitherto been given by any
writer, ancient or modern, of the object of this eater-

prife.

ArL we know with any degree of certainty, in re-
gard to the Argonautic Expedition, is, that after having
fully explored their own country, cleared its woods
and mountains of robbers and banditti, the early he-
roes of Greece refolved to embarque in a foreign voy=
age, in order to furnifh new exercile for their daring
and reftlefs {pirits; that a fhip, named Argo, was ac-
cordingly built in the port of Iolcus, at the foot of
mount Pelion in Theffaly, and more completely equip-
ped than any former Grecian veffel® ; that Jafon,

the

98. Sec on this intricate fubje@ Apollod. lib.i. Diod. Sic, lib. iv.
Bochart, in Phaleg. lib. iv. Bunnier, Explic. des Fab, tom. vii. Pownsl,
Stud. Antiq.

”.Thdmofﬁ?m is finely defcribed by Apollaniug

“ On their allotted pofts now rang'd along
« In feemly order fit the princely throng.
“ Faft by cach chief his glit'ring armour flames :
 The midmoft fation bold Ancxus claims;
% While great Alcides, whofe enormous
Asm'd with 8 waffy cjub, provokes the
- M3

-
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o dangers and difficultics, entered the Euxine fea, cither

with or without an attendant fleet, and came to anchor
near the port of /a, in the river Phafis, at the eaflern.
extremity of that fea, and then the capital of the king~
dom of Colchis, fuppofed to have been founded by an
ZHgyptian colony ; that the Argonaur.s carried off with
them from Colchis' the princefs Medea, the king’s
daughter ; who, being enamoured of Jafon, their leader,
is faid to have betrayed to him her father’s trea-

{ures '@

In confequence of this expedition, which opened to
Greece the commerce of the Euxine fea, on the coafts
of which the Argonauts are {aid to have planted colo-
nies*’, the Greeks became henceforth more bold and
fkilful navigators ; more {ocial in difpofition, by having
been accuftomed to act in concert ; and more attentive
to civil policy, and to the conftitution of foreign
frates.

“ Now plac’d befide him. In the yiclding flood,
« The keel deep finking, feels the demi-god.
“ Their haufers now they loofe, and on the brine

% To Neptunc pour the confecrated wines

% While, raifing high the Thracian harp, prefides,

% Melodious Orpheus, and the movement guides. |

« On cither fide the dafhing furges broke,

@ And hoarfe re-murmured to each mighty firoke:

# Thick flafh’d the brazen arms with ftreaming light,

“ While the fwift barque purfued her rapid flight;

* And ever as the fea green tide the cleaves,

“ Foams the long tract behind, and whitens all the waves,

“ Jove on that day, from his ceeleftial throne,

“ And all th' immortal powers of Heaven look'd down,

“ The godlike chiefs and Argo to furvey,

“ As through the decp they urg'd their daring way."

&y Argonaut, lib. i.
Yoo. Bannier, Explic. der Fab. tom. vii. et aud. cit.-
101, Diod, Sicul. lib, iv. Strabo, lib. i. xi. Euftach.'ad Djon, Pe~
riegit. ver. 689. Phn..H’gI.Nd.lih.vi.npv. -
THR



:.‘fax government of none of the neighl;ouring ftates

was {o worthy of attention as that of Crete. Inthis 0

famous ifland all the Grzcian gods are faid to have
been born; becaufe they were there firit worfhipped
under Gracian names, and with the ceremonies after=
ward ufed by the Grecks. Lying contiguous to
Greece and Afia Minor, and feated at no great dif
tance from Agypt and Pheenicia, whence it repeatedly
received colonies, Crete exhibited in very early times a
conftitution planned by the moft confummate political
wifdom, and a bedy of laws that long commanded the
admiration of mankind, For thefe advantages the
Cretans were indebted to the elder Minos, who reigned
about fourteen hundred and thirty years before the
Chriftian =ra '**5 and was fo renowned for his virtue
and fagacity, that the Greeks affigned to him the office
of chief judge in the ftate of the dead,

Awcrent hiftorians have left it doubtful whether
Minos was a foreigner, or a native of Crete: nor
are we informed by what means he acquired fu-
preme authority among the Cretans. He appears,
however, to have been a foreigner; to have derived
his political knowledge from Zigypt; to have con-
duéted into Crete a colony of Zigyptians, Phrygians,
and Pheenicians, from Rhodes ; and to have acquired
dominion over the rude natives by his fuperior faga~
city, and his ability of defending them againft the
barbarous attacks of piratical adventurers ™,

CRETE, before the reign of Minos, was expofed to
she common calamity of the mariime parts of Greece
and the contiguous iflands ; to invafions, depredations,

x03. Parian Chron. Epoch XI.
303, Sce Blackwell’s Life of Homer, fe&. X. and the authors there
Ciragh
Mg and
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to remedy thefe evils, Minos framed a fyftem of go-
yvernment, and dnge&cd a code of laws; which Plato
tells us **%, as they were the moft am::cnt, were defer-
vedly efteemed the moft excellent of any European
ftate. He alfo founded the cities of Cnoffus, Cydonia,
and Phoeftus 3 into which he colleCted the great body
of his fubjects, and taught them to fubmit to his civil
and political inftitutions ***,

THE chief obje& of the policy of Minos was fecu-
tity againft conqueft or invafion.  For that end he cre-
ated a navy, and ordered all his fubjeéts to be trained
to arms,. and inured to hard difcipline from their moft
tender years. And as fuch d:fc:plme, he knew, was
by no means flattering to the natural mdolence or le-
vity of man, he took every meufurc that human pru-
dence could fuggeft in order to infpire the Cretans
with refpect for the cftablithed maxims of govern-
ment. The young men were not allowed to call in
queftion, even in difpute, the w;ﬁlum or utility of any
of his regulations ***.

Minos went yet farther. He affirmed that his
laws were dictated to him by Jupiter, the fupreme
divinity of the Cretans, with whoin he affeed occa-
fionally to hold converfation, and by whom he
was ordered, he faid, to engrave them on plates of

" brafs *°%  Nor was he lefs attentive to the enforcing,
than to the framing of his laws. The regular adinini-
ftration of juftice was committed to his two brothers,
Tyulus and Rhadamanthus. Taulus, the younger

104. In Minoe.
125, Dlod. Sicul. lib. jv. Plato in Minse. Strabo, lib., x.
16, Plato ds Leg. Iib. i.
fcy. Phul:- inn Minoe, Fom. Odyfl. xix
» 4 * v
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cpufes and grye judgment ; while Rhadamanthus, who
had the cognizance of capital crimes, held his tribunal
in Cnoffus, the metropolis *®. The Cretan monarch
commanded in perfon his own fleets and armics, and
was very powerful both by land and fea,

A MORE particular account of the inftitutions of
Minos would lead me, my Lord, to anticipate what T
fhall have to fay of thofe of Lycurgus; who made the
Cretan conftitution the model of that fyftem of govern-
ment, which he framed for the Lacedemonians, It
will be proper, however, here to obferve, that Minos,
with a view of preferving union, eftablithed the moft
perfect equality among his fubjects; and alfo obliged
them to eat together in public, their food being fur-
nifhed at the expence of the ftate'*?; that he made pro=
feflions, in Crete, hereditary by law, as in Algypt; and
that the cultivation of the ground, in that ifland, was
by him committed folely to the care of flaves **°.

Turts laft circumflance feems to prove, that the firft
Minos '** muit either have been very fuccefsful in wars
againft his ncighbours, or have reduced the greater
part of the inhabitants of Crete to the condition of fery

108, Plato, ubi fup.

199. Ariftor. Pulit. lib. yu Strabo, lib, x.

110. Atiftot. Polit. lib ii vii. Athen. lib. vi.

111. Mr. Mitford has luboured to prowe, that there vuonlym
Minos; ( Hifl. of Gresce, chap. i iv.) becaufe Homer, Thucydides, and
Ariftotle, make no mention of a fecond.  Bue this argument appears to
me very inconclufive. For Homer and Ariflotle had only occafion to
fpeak of the great legiflator, and Thucydides of the firlt clearer of the
Gracian feas from picates. Had the inexorable prince who fo rigidly
demunded (as we fhall bave occafion to fee) the c uel Athenian trie
bute, and the legiflator been the fame perfon, the popular fuperitition,
of Greece would never have dignified Mino; with the office of Supreme
Sudge in the ftate of the dead, where mildng/i was the chicf feature in

s charadler, Euﬂ,hm
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‘vitude. His grandfor, Minos IL. was yet more famed

for his naval and military exploits. He effectually
cleared the Grzcian feas from the depredations of Ly-
cian, Carian, and Pheenician pirates ***; he fubdued
feveral of the afljacent iflands ; and he humbled fome
of the marjtime f{tates on the continent***. Among
others, Athens felt the effets of his power and his re-
fentment.

ConTEMPORARY with Egeus king of Attica, and
yitorious in war againft that prince, the fecond Minos
impofed upon the Athenians a humiliating tribute of s&-
vEN YouTHs, and an equal number of virgins, as an
atonement for the murder of his fon Androgeus **4; who
having acquired diftinguithed honours in the public
games, and aflociated himf{elf with the Pallantidz, was
thought to havebeen affaffinated by order of the Athe-
nian monarch™®. How often this tribute was ex-
adied, or for what number of years it was impofed, the
Greek hiftorians are by no means agreed ; but they all
concur i reprefenting the arrival of the Cretan yeflel,
at the ftated time, as-the caufe of great affliCtion in the
city of Athens, and of many murmurs againft the go=
vernment of ZEgeus, for continuing to fubmit to fuch
indi gnity"“.

TaAT forrow and diffatisfaction was much height-
ened by a frightful tale, which feems to have gained
wniverfal befief, and was probably firft propagated by
the Pallantidee; that the tributary youths and virgins
wéte thrown into an inextricable Tabyrinth, faid to have
been built by the famous archite@ Dedalus, an Athe«

112, Thueydid. Kb, i. Diod. Sic. lib. iv. Plut. ¥it. Theft'

¥13. Diod. Sicul et Phut. ubi fup. . -

174."Diod, Sicul. fib.tv. Apollod. ib. iii. et Plut. Vir. Thefs

%15, Diod. Sicul whi fup. et Plut. Pit. The.” 116, 1. ibid.
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