ANCIENT EUROPE.

by a finewy arm. The brain, where entered the
cager lteel, rufhed bloody to the carth from the wound.
His ftrength is at once unbraced. He dropt the foot
of the flain on the ground: on his face he fell on Pa-
- troclus; prone he lay, in death, on the dead **°.

“ Bur Heétor launched on the godlike Ajax his
fpear, that (hone bright asit flew, Ajax faw the gleam=
ing fteel as it came; and, inclining, avoided its point:
but the fpear fell on warlike Schedius, the magnani-
mous fon of Iphitus, by far the braveft of all the Pho-
ceans. Him the hero ftruck in the throat: through
his fhoulder appeared, in blood, the eager point of the
fatal lance : refounding he fell to the earth’; over his
body crathed harfhly his arms. And Ajax ftruck the
warlike Phorcys, the fon of Phenops, illuftrious in
arms. Through his body paffed {wiftly the lances
the fteel broke the cuirafs in twain, and mixed its
point with the entrails behind. Extended large he lay
on the earth, and grafped the duft with his dying
hal'ld 25 L.

“ Tae foremoft of the ranks of the foe give way:
illuftrious Hector himfelf retires. Loud fwell the
thouts of the Argives: they drag the flain heroes away;
Phorcys and the valiant Hippothous. From their
bodies they tore their arms. Then had the Trojans in
flight, driven headlong before the Argives, afcended
to lofty Ilion ; then the Argives had won renown, &y
their own proper courage and force, if Apollo had not
roufed Eneas to battle. Bounding forward in his
arms, he ftood far advanced beyond the line; and the
Trojans turned their face from fhameful flight : they

a50. 1d. ibid. # From the fertile Lariffa far,” adds Homer :* (Zliad,
lib, xvii.) Hence we learn, that 3 Pelalgian colony had been there
planted before the Trojan war,
* 251, Jiad Lib. xvii.
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with force his bright fpear: he ftruck Leocritus, the
gallant friend of the great Lycomedes. ' Before the
flain Lycomedes ftood in fteel: he launched his beam=
ing fpear on the foe; he ftruck the fhepherd of his
people, brave Apifion. Through his liver rufhed
eager the lance; ftraight his limbs are unbraced in
death. From the fertile Pacon he came 5 and, next to
the great Afteropxus, he was the braveft of his peo-
ple in fight *#2,

~ % Him, as he fell in his blood, pitied the mighty
Afteropwus. Right onward he urged his courfe, ready
to launich his fpear on the Argives; but no opening
appeared for his fteel, Covered over with their buck-
lers they ftood: they formed a circle round the fallen
Patroclus, and ftretched forward to the Trojans their
fpears. Through their lines ruthed the godlike Ajax.
He wrged them to the battle with words, with deeds he
urged them to fight. He permitted none to retreatfrom
the dead 5 none to yufh forward from bis line on the foes
He commanded all to ftand firm; to clofe round his
fpear their clofe ranks: hand to hand to urge their
bright points ***, Sach were the orders of mighty
Ajax. The earth is drenched with purple bloods
heaps on heaps fink ‘the foe to the ground. The Tro-
jans, with their allies renowned, fell mixed with the
falling Argives. Nor the latter urged the fight with
out blood, though fewer they funk in death, They
remembered the words of the chief: clofe-compacted
the warriors {tood; and warded off death by their mu-
tual aid ***,

“ Tuus fought the foes on the field, with all the
rage of devouring flames, Deep darknefs involved the
253. Id. ibid. 353- Hom, Jljad. ubi fup.
254. 1d. ibid,
fights
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their fpears through blood and death, round the fallen
fon of Menwtius ***. The other warriors of lofty
Troy, and the Argives, bright-covered with mail,
fought free in the air ferenc. Spread over them is
the [plendour divine, the yharp light of the blaming
Jun. Nor cloud arefe from the ample ficld, nor mift
inwrapt the mountain’s head. At intervals they fought
difperfed; avoiding, with mutual care, their deadly
{pears as they flew. But the foes, who in the centre
engaged, fuffered woes, and wounds, and death ; ine
volved in battle, in darknefs, in night **°,

¢ THEN arofe amid the crowd, in words like thefe,
the voice of fome Argive in arms; “ O friends ! urge
“ onward the war : it becomes not, we muift not re-
¢ treat. It were now difgraceful to fly to the fhips:
¢ here rather let the earth open wide, and clofing over
“ us conceal our fhame!—This were better for our
“ fame, than to fuffer the car-rulling Trojans to drag
“ Patroclus hence to their lofty city, and to cover with
¢ renown their arms.” Then fome Trojan exclaimed,
% O friends ! here let us urge the war ; let none turn
%€ his foot from the fight, though all were deftined to
“ fall in death on the corfe of the hero flain.”—% On
either fide fuch words were ufed. The fouls of the
warriors are awakened ; death rages amain over the
field, The horrid clangor, the tumult, the noife of
arms, {welled on the air, and rofe to the brazen con~
cave of heaven **,

“Hector hurled his bright lance through the air,
at the breaft of the great Automedon. He faw the
gleaming feel, as it came, and ftooping forward avoid-
gd its point, Bchi'nd him it ftood fixed in the ground:

255, Fom. Jiiad. Tib.xvii. 256. 1, ibid,
357, Jliad. b, xyii, .~
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 PART L -&Mqumd'ugtfu:&mﬁcwth; but foon the
W firong fpear remitted its force, as it fhook. Then

hand to hand had the heroes clofed; then with their
fwords had they urged the fight, but the Ajaces rufhed
in between. They parted the combatants, as they
glowed to engage ***. Avoiding the battle of the chiefs,
the leaders of Troy retired ; Heftor, the great Zineas,
and Chromius in form like the Gods. They left Are~
tus,” whom Automedon had flain, “ in all his blood;
mangled, torne, he lay on the ground. Automedon
divefted the flain of his arms; and glorying over the
warrior thus, began: “ This, at leaft, has leflened my
gricf for the fall of the fon of Menzwtius; a part of
the cloud of woe is difpelled, though lefs than his
the renown of the flain.”— He fpoke, and placed a-
loft in the car the bloody {poils of the haple(s Aretus.
Stained with gore are his feer and his hands. Like a
lion the hero feemed, when drenched with the blood
of fome flaughtered bull **°,

“ Acain over the fallen Patroclus is kindled the
difmal fight. Blue-eyed Pallas awaked the fierce ftrife.
Inwrapt in a purple cloud, fhe fhot from heaven to the
freld. She entered the nations of Argos; fhe roufed
the foul of each chief to the fight. Firft the fpoke to
the fon of Atreus, to Menelaus renowned in arms,
A chiefl there was among the Trojans, Podes the fon
of Ztion; in wealth abounding, brave in war; the
moft heoured by Hector of all the warrjors, who
fought for Troy ; his companion, his gueft beloved:
him, as he turned to flight, the yellow-haired Mene-
laus ftruck with his fpear. Near the belt paffed the
eager fteel: through and through rufhed deadly the
lance. Refounding he fell to the carth. The foe
dragged the flain from his friends, to the deep ranks of

358 1d. ibid 259. Hom, Jliad, Jib. xvii.
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“the Argive powers*®.,” But then Hetor, encourag- LF
ed by Apollo, “ advanced to the front of the battle, |
gleaming bright in his burnifhed ftecl; then Fove 100k
bis dreadful Agis, he bung it forward a gleaming por-
tent: all Ida ke wrapt in a cloud. His bolts iffued forth
from the gloemy and awful rolled his loud thunders on
bigh. 'The whole mountain he fhook as he launched :

he gave vi€tory to Troy, and turned the Argives to
flight *°* -

“ NoT unperceived by magnanimous Ajax, by Me-
nelaus renowned in arms, Jove had inclined the fcale,
and given the changing victory to Troy. With words
like thefe began aloud Telamonian Ajax, “ Would
¢ that fome friend were near to bear the tidings to the
“ great fon of Peleus!—He I deem knows naught
“of our ftate: the mournful tale has not yet reached
¢ his car, that his friend beloved has fallen in the war.
¢ Nor can mine eyes perceive a chief, a fit bearer of
“news to Achilles. Oppreffed with darknefs we fight 5
 gur {teeds, ourfelves are invelved in clouds. O Father
“ Jove! remove the gloom; free from darknels the fons
« of Argos:—reffore the fun!—Give us to fee with
 our eyes : deffroy us at leafl in the light | as deftruc-
“ tion fcems good to thy foul ***.”—* He fpoke and
Jupiter heard ; he pitied the hero’s tears: ftraight he
difperfed the darknefs, he removed the cloud from their
eyes.  The fun fhone from his fky; the whole battle is
covered with light *%3.”

THEN it was refolved to fend Antilochus, prudent
Nefior’s magnanimous fon, to the illuftrious fon of Pe-
leus, to let him know, * that fallen beneath the hand

- of the foe, lay flain the moft beloved of his friends.”
Meantime it was found neceffary, to give up the idea

260. 1d, ibid. ' abr, Hiad, lib. xvii.
26a. 1d, ibid, 463. Hom, Jiiad. ubi. fap. ‘ -
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"PARTL of repelling the Trojans, and to attempt to carry off

&=v= the corfe of Patroclus by flight. This defperate fervice
was undertaken by Meriones and Menzlaus. “ They
raifed the corfe in their arms: aloft they reared it with
all their force ; loud fwelled the fhout of the Trojans,
when the Argives raifed the body from the earth.
Right forward they rufhed, like hounds purfuing a
wounded bear; but-when the Argives turned their
face, the colour changed Gver their features through
fear. Nome fultained the fight for the corfe of the
chief ¢,

“ Trus with fpirit they bear amain the hero’s corfe
toward the fhips of the Argives. Dreadful battle
fwells behind them, with noife ; like a fire which in-
vades, in its rage, the wide fircets of well-peopled towns.

| Sudden it burfts to fight ; the lofty domes fink dark in
the broad-fkirted flame. Refounding it {preads along,
beneath the force of the roaring winds ; fuch the horrid
found of bounding fteeds, of men rufhing forward in
arms, when collected they poured on the flight of the
Grecks***,  Dehind, the two Ajaces broke the rufhing
tide of the foe. Yet the foe purfued amain. Two
godlike heroes led them on ; Zineas, the great fon of
Anchifes, and Hector, illuftrious in arms *°%,

“ Au me! what change is this ?”—cried Achilles,

as he fat alone near the /ofty fierns of the hollow thips :

—“ Why again fly the long-haired Argives—Why

“ turn they their flight to the thips #~—Much I dread,

“ that the deathlefs Gods have fulfilled the mournful

" " % fears of my foul **7,”—¢ While thus he turned his
difmal thoughts, came Neftor's illuftrious fon. Wide

poured the warm tears from his eyes: he told at once

264. 1d. ibid. 265, Iliad. lib. xvii.
a66. 1d. ibid, 267. Hom. Hiad. lib, xviii.
the



the mournful tale. On the fon of warlike Peleus a
dark cloud of forrow arofe. He raifed the afbes in both
bis bands : he poured them on his bead, and disfigured
his graceful face. To his garments the dark duft ad-
hered on every fide. Large he is {fpread on the earth;
covering 2 wide fpace, as rolling he lies. He tears his
heavy locks with bis hands. The captive maids iffue
forth from their tents, the bright prizes he had gained
in war ; which Patroclus had won in the field. Sad
in foul they iflued forth. Their mournful voice arofe
round the chief: they firuck their white breafis with
their bands. ‘Their lovely limbs were unbraced with woe.
Antilochus joined his grief to their tears : he beld the
mightly hand of Achilles 5 for deep he groaned from his
inmoft foul. He dreaded that the chicf, in defpair,
would raife the flecl againft bis life**.”

As foon as the fon of Peleus had given vent to his
grief, he went, unarmed, to the trench beyond the wall
of the Graecian camp.  “ There ftanding he raifed his
voice. 'When the Trojans heard, over their lines, the
braxen woice of the all-fubduing Achilles, the fouls of
all fhrunk with fear in their breafls*®®. Back they
turned their founding cars, prefaging dreadful woes in
their fouls *7°.” Then the Greeks © placed on a bier
the mangled cor ¢ of the haplels Patroclus. His friends
beloved foed wailing around. They bore him away to

268. Id. ibid.

269. On this occafion Homer introduces the fimile of the Trumpet 3
which certainly was not in ufe in Greece er Afia Minor, at the time
of the Trojan war, as he never mentions it in any of the chargesto

battle. Hence the merit he conftantly afcribes to a foud woice. ¥et -

was he not unacquainted with the importance «f that fpirit-ftirring in-
ftrument ; for he télls s, * fo frilly lovd arofe the woice of the dauntlefs
fon of the car-ruling Peleus, as fzoells the found on the winds, when
the clear woice of the Trumpet afcends 3 when ruthlefs foes furround with
battle a town, and roll amain their whole force on it walls,” Hiud.
1ib. xviii, a70. Hom, Jiiad. lib xviii.

7 the
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the fhips. Great Achilles followed their fteps. 7Farm
poured the dark tears down bis cheeks*™.

Tu1s happened about fun-fet ; or, to ufe the mythi=
cal language of Homer, “ Juno graceful, with large
rolling eyes, now fent the unwearied fun, unwilling, to
the waves of the main*"*. His [plendid orb is funk in
the wefi. The godlike Argives ceafe from their toils :
from the perils of the bloody fight; from the labours
of all-equalling war. The Trojans, on the other fide,
removed themfelves from the difmal fray, and loofed
their rapid fteeds from their cars. To council they all
convened. Even before the repaft was prepared, the
council was flanding beld : none dared to fit down on the
plain; for terror bad Jeized the Trojan boffy when great
Achilles prefented bis form to view*%” To them the
prudent Polydamas began to raife his warning voice,
Polydamas of Heétor the faithful friend: on the fame
night were the heroes born ; the former in counci! fu-
perior vofe, the latter excelled at the fpear. With
foul devoted to the hoft, Polydamas thus began:

271. 1d. ibid.

272. In Juno, Homer feems generally to perjonify the lowwer region of
Yo Heavens, the atmolphere of our earth; and in Jurires, the etberial
vexiom or bigher Heaveny; where refide the feeds of Fire, and whence
Suno derived ber gemerstive power. Hence the learned Blackwell re-
marks,  No wonder the mighty gent that keeps up the round of gene-
ration, fhould affume a thoufand forms to accomplifh his ends; and ay
litele that the a&ive mals which furrounds the Globe, the A whofe
elaflic fpringproduces fewb convulfions at the approach of Fizg, fhould
be freguently embroiled with her imperious Mute,” (Mytbol. Lett. xii.)
But when Homer adapts bimfelf to wulgar epprebenfion, he ufes a le-

gendary longuage fuited to wulgar prejudices, and reprefents, by Jupiter and

Juno, the fwo Great immortal Beings fuppofed by the Greeks to prefide
in the Heavens ; and thought to govern, in conjun@ion with the other
Deitics, the affuirs of men, 1 have formerly, however, had occafion to
obferve, and There repeat the remark, That pbyficol and moral allegory
are {0 blended, in the writings of Homer, with traditional Jable, that
there is often no reducing his mythology to AnY meafire of commonsfinfe.

273 Hom. Jliad. lib. zviii,

“ WEercH
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i WeioH with caution our Rate, O fiiénds! ‘to

& cvery fide fend the thoughts of your fouls. As for

« me, 1 advife to retreat § this inftant to march to the
¢ town : for diftant far we remain from our walls.
% Whilft Achilles retained his wrath ; whilft he raged
“ againft Atrides, lefs heavy was the weight of the
“arms of the foe! the Argives were lefs dreadful in
“ fight. I then rejoiced to pafs the night near their
¢ dark hollow fhips; my hopes then arofe to conqueft s
% in thought, I faw their navy deftroyed. But now
‘I'f other terrors arife : much I dread the great fon of
“ Peleus. Fierce, impatient, is the foul of the chief.
« He will not his valour confine to the field, where
“ the Trojans and Argives have long tried the equal
¢ fortune of Mars. For the city the hero will fight ;
¢ for our wives, ‘or our tender dames. Let us,there-~
< fore, return to Troy: obey my voice! believe my
“ words.

«Ir ye will obey my words, though fore difmayed
# and mournful in foul, through the night we may, in
¥ council, provide for the defence of ourfelves and
% Troy. Our lofty towers thall protei? the town ; ous
 high gates repel the force of the foe: our gates fitted
« awith maffy planks, long, polithed, and compasted with
 grt. At morning our towers we will man, and
% ftand in arms on our lofty walls. With difadvans
“ tage, if hé comes, he fhall fight : fruitlefs battle he
“ fhall urge round our town ; again the chief will re-
¢ turn to his fhips, after tiring his high-maned fteeds
¢ in varlous circles round our walls. Though great
% his valour, he never will attempt to force our gates
& he can never fuccéed *7%.”

274. Td. ibid,
Vor, I, ) Heeror
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Hm:t% trear.cd this fagc advice with difdain,
% Polydamas !” the hero faid, “difpleafing are thy.
“ words to my foul. Doeft thou advife us to return,
% again to {hut ourfelves up within our walls /—Is it
“not enough, O friends! that /o long we have been
« cooped in our towers #—DBut ceale, imprudent man |
% difperfe not thy fears through the hoft. Yet none
“ of the Trojans will hear, I will not {uffer them to
 hear. Liften all! attend w0 my words ; let all obey
& the refolves of my foul. Prepare the fupper through
“ the hoft ; let the army, by their wribes, take repaft.,
& Remember the nightly guard | 'Watchall in your mar-
% tial arms. At morning, with the earlieft light,
¢ ranged thick, we fhail wake the dreadful ftrife be-
# fore the hollow fhips of the foe. If in truth the hero
“ is roufed, if Achilles defcends to the fight, T fhall
“ wot fhun him in the field : 1 will ofofe him hand to
 band 3 or he thall mighty honour gain, or renown fhall
“ cover my fpear*7%.”"  Thus fpoke the illuftrious
He&or: the Trojans fhouted over their hofl **°,

Ix confequence of this approved refolution, the
Trojans remained in arms on the field, and * took re-
pafl. But the Argives, throughout the long night, vaifed
the waice of grief for the fallen Patroclus. To them
the fon of godlike Peleus, deep-groaning began the
woe. He laid kbis flaughtering hands on the breaft of
his friend beloved ; while, from the depth of his foul,
frequent broken fighs arofe. ¢ Vain was the promife,
ye Gods!”” exclaimed he, ¢ which I made on that fatal
“ day, when I confirmed in his lofty halls the foul of
“ the hero Menetius. I told the hero, that 20 Opuntia
“his high-renowned fon fhould return /aden with bis
“ portion of [poil, after Ilion lay in ruins on the earth.
“But Jove fulfils not, in all, the hopes of afpiring

275. Hiad. lib. xviii, - 276. 1d. ibid.

1 “ man |
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& man }—Yet fince thee I furvive, O Patroclus? T will LETTER

“not cover thy corfe with earth, till hither I fhall
* bring in thefe hands the head of Heftor. Twelve
“ Trojan youths I will alfo flay, a bloedy offéring at thy
€ pyre/—Meantime thou thus fhalt lye in death, in
 mournful fiate before the fhips. Around thy corfe
“the daughters of Troy, and deep-bofomed Dardanian
“ dames, fhall over thee raife their mourning woice.
¢ Night and day fhall defcend their tears. Our bright
¢ conquefis in war thall mourn; the maids, whom in
““arms we acquiredy while wealthy flates fell fubdued by
% our deadly [pears 77,

BuT as foon as * Aurora, clad in faffron robe, rofe
bright from the ocean,” Achilles, having got a new fuit
of armour *7%, * {tsode along the thore of the roaring

main,

27%. Hom. Tliad, lib. viii. The Graecian chiefs feemto have been great
favourites with the Afiatic ladies; as they, though wo]cutly {‘nzed by
the blood-lLsined hands of the mvaﬁ:{cn of their country, could not only
reconcile themlelves to their condition, Bur feel a fond affeéion for the
flayers of their hufbands and brothers. (Hom, Jfiad.pafim. ) It may alfo be
obferved, That the Grecian warriors, though ferocious even toa degree
of favage barbarity, were tender of their female captives; (Id. ibid.)
and fo much adifted to women, that every chief had a kind of fera-
glio in his tent, (Jliad. lib. ix. et feq.) Even aged Neftor had his
fair bed-fellow.

278, This armour is faid to haw been formed by Vulcan, the worke
man divine ! and procured for, and prefented to Achilles by his mother,
Thetir; (Hom. Iliad. lib. xix.) probably becaule it was brought by fea
from Lemmos, where the limping God was fabled to have his forge, and
whence the Greecian army before Troy was fupplied with wince (Jliad,
lib. vii, fub fin.) And as whole flects arrived zt the Grecian “camp
from that ifland, (Id. ibid.) the Greeks would, no doubt, be furnifhed
with whatever the Lemnians could fupply them. In cxchange, fome
gave brafi, fome fleely fome the bider of oxen, fome owen thamfelves ¢
others purcbafed wvine with flaves.  (Hom. Ziiad. lib. vii. fub fin.) The
fovercignty of Lemnos was then held by Euncus, the fon of Jafon;
(1d. ibid.) the friend, if not the kinfmen of Achilles. (Strabo, Ggs
lib, i. p. 45 eﬂh ﬁrp.m.) ¥ the ifland of Lewnor hlﬂmw‘ﬁuwl
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PARTL nuin, and roufed to council the heroes of Argos,

Dreadful rofe the loud woice of the king. From wing
to wing the army heard.  Even thofe that formerly re-
mained remote from battle at the fhips of the Ar-
gives; the pilots, wholed them over the ocean ; they,
who beld the helms in the main; they, to whom the
Sleres were in charge; the difpenfers of widluals and
wine : “all thefe to the aflembly repaired, as great
Achilles, who had fo long abftained from fight, again
made his appearance *79.”

AT the council, a reconciliation took place between
Achilles and Agamemnon. The prefents formerly
proffered were delivered. ¢ Sewen tripads the Graecian
chiefs brought from the tent of Atrides,” by his com-
mand, “ twenty caldrons of burnifhed brafs, and twelve
courfers unmatched in the race: they brought feven
bright-blufhing maids, graceful in form, and expert in
female arts; the cighthwas the blooming Briféis. Ulvfles,
prececing the other chicfs, bore ten talents of gold.
Behind in long order came, bearing gifts, the young
chiefs of the Argives. In the midft of the affembly
the whale treafure is placed**®, 'Then rofe the great
Agamemnon. Talthybius, endowed with voice divine,
beld the vitim-boar in his hands, Atrides drew forth
the knife, which always bung by the large /heath of his
deadly fword. He cut the briftles from the head of
the boar : with bands uplified to Jove he prayed. All
the Argives fat in filence around. Beginning his
prayer, he faid, eying the [pacious face of s fky !

“ BEAR witnefs, O Father Jove ! beft and greateft
“ of Gods; hear, O Earth! O Sun, attend |—hear,

in early fimes for the ferging of metals, the Greeks wounld not have de-
graded she great Fgyptianand Phoenician God, Farnrx-Fige, the
Opificer of the Univerfe, to the charadter of a Blackfmith, and made it his
wwork-fbop, 279, Hom. Jliad. lib, xix, a8o. Id. ibid.
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# ye Furies, that dwell under ground, and punith per- %
“jured mortals at death! that I leid not my hand in
“ force on the charms of the flately Briféis; that1 af

¢ cended not by perfuafion hex bed.  Untouched fhe re-

“ mained in my tents, unfullicd are her beauties di-

“vine. If Atrides fwears falfely in aught, may the

“ Gods heap on him the woes, that overwhelm the

¢ perjured in foul ***.”—Talthybius threw the vi&tim,

with fpeed, in the vaft fiream of the hoary main.

Then Achilles arofe, amid the Argives, and thus fpoke

aloud :—¢ O Father Jove! from thee are derived the

“ weighty woes of mortal men. Nor had the fon of

« Atrcus ever moved my heart with his words,

“ nor had he torn_from my fide the maid, but that Fove

“ ordained it all. He decreed, by his councils divine, to

“ urge fo many fouls of Argos to the goal of deftrutive

¢ death.—DBut hafte ! partake the ftrengthening repaft,

« that fudden we may iffue to war**.”

* He fpoke, and the council difilved. The chiefs
departed, each to his own hollpw fhip. But the mag-
nanimous troops of Achilles took in charge the rich
treafure beflowed. The wealth they placed in the bero’s
sents : they condulted to their place, the maids 3, the
courfe#s, to the fiudd of his fteeds**.” As foon as
this fervice was performed, and the whole army had
taken food and wine, * the Argives poured from their
thips on the plain; fo thick, that to heaven afcends the
dazzling gleam from the brightly-burnifhed helmets of
men ;3 from the bofly orbs of rattling fhields, the firm
breaft-plates, the fteel-pointed fpears. The crafh of
touching arms is heard. The ground hoarfly groans as
the warriors move *4|

> 281, Jhiad. Lib, xix, 2Bz, Id. ibid.
283. Hom. Miad, lib, xix, 284. Id. ibid,
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m Iy the midft of the martial hoft, Achilles arms
& hLimfelf. He grinds his teeth in his drcadful rage. His
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eyes flafh, like two flames of fire. With wrath relent.
lefs his foul burns, and grief refiftlefs pervades his
heart. In his fury againft the Trojans, he puts on his
armour ; the fplendid work of the artift divine *** 1—
Firit the beauteous greaves on his legs he drew **,
faftened before with filver clafps. The breaft-plate on
his breaft he placed **7: round his fhoulders he threw
his fword 3 beaming forth, with its fudds of gold. Be-
fore him he reared his all~covering fhield 5 large, folid,
and ftrong over its round **. It fent its bright beams
afar, like the broad orb of the moon. His ftrong hel-
met on his head he placed: like a comet it fhéne,
Dreadful nodded the plames of gold, which Vulcan
had poured thick on the creft **°,

¢ THE hero tried himfelf in his armour ; whether i#
fitted bis body aloft, or lay with eafe on bis manly limés.”
And, finding it every where eafy and firm, “ he took
from its place his father’s {pear ; the long, heavy ftrong
javelin of Peleus, which none of all the Argives bug

285, See note 278,

286, Thele greawes muit have covered both the Jegs and #bight 5 for,
otherwile, the thiphs would have been loft entirely naked, as we find
5o other armour provided for them. And that the thighs of the Grecks
and Trojans were nof {o expofed, appears almoft certain, from the few
wounds inflicted on them, though lefs perfe@iy fecured by the fhield
than the Ze/ly.  In what manner the armour of the leps and thisls, if in
one piece, copld be fitted for walking, is not my bufinefs here toinquire.

287, The dreaff-plute, or cuicafs, fecms to have come as low as the
belt, of girdle, which [ecured theloins, (Miad. pagiim,) In the arming
of Achilles po mention is made of thegirdle. His Vulcanian armour
muft, therefore, have been complete without it. But, like all the
armour of thefe times, it feems to have been open at the back.

288. This fhicld, like that of Idomencus, and thofe of fome
Trojan chicfs, was formed wholly of metal. 1 forbear to fay any thing
of the figures, faid to have been wwropght upon it.  Thefe I confider ag
poctical ornawments, 289. Hom. Jiad, lib. xix.

Achilles
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- Achilles could wicld in fight : the Pelion afh, which LE

Chiron gave to his fire. Automedon, and Alcimus
brave, joined to the car the fteeds. The fudded bridies
are placed in their mouths: the reins extend behind,
to the well-compaéted feat of the car. Seizing the
bright whip in his hand, Automedon leapt at once on
the chariot : bchind bounded aloft great Achilles, ready
for war. Bright in his arms he ftood, like the beams
of the hlgh-‘l‘ﬂ"ing fun®**°.  Around the fon of Peleus,
pour the Argives. The [ons of Troy, on the other
fide, form darkly on the rifing ground ***.

A Furious engagement took ‘place ***, in which
the Greeks were viCtorious, and Achilles made dread-
fu! havoc among the Trojans. * He flew the flying as
they fled : the dark earth floated around with their
blood. The whole axle of his car is ftained with blood :
the feat itfelf is drenched with gorey as {prinkled it
burits, on each fide, from the fect of the courfers,
from the flee/-furrounded orbs of the wheels. Aloft fat
the fon of Peleus, cager to acquire renown. His in-
wincible hands, as he flretches them forth to deaths, are
Slained with dufly with clotty blood *%* | '

In this bloody purfuit, Achilles flew many diftin.
guithed warriors; and many more would have fallen
by his hand, if the rivers Scamander and Simois, had

ago. Id. ibid. 291, Hom, Jiiad. lib. xx. init.

2p2. This engagement was accompanied with a frighttul uproar of
the clements, poctically called the Bartle of the Godsi. % Dreadful thun-
dered, from above, the Father of Men and of Gods. Tieneath, Neps
tane firuck the earth with Js waves ¢ the mevntains all fbook their lofly
beads : {treamy Lda trem, w5 bafe; its cloudy fummniits wodded on kigh.
Troy tsttered over all Ler wwalls : the nawy fheok, on the rocking fhore.
Struck with fear was the King of the Dead; lelt Neptune, as be fbook
she buge wworld, thould Burfl the e, and hay open to Gods and Men the
fecrets of his gloomy halls,  Zhad. lib. xx.

293. Hom, Jiiad. lib. xx.
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aetbccn fuddenly fwelled by a thunder-ftorm, accoms
anied with an earthquake, .and choaked with the
godn:s of the flain. “ He bounded with his fpear in
the ftream of Scamandcr, or X:mthus rpufed to wrath
is the mighty God,” to pie the allegoncal language of
Homer ; “ furious he rears his hbigh-fwollen waves.
From his ch'\nncl he throws the dead; the bodies
mangled by the fteel of Achilles, Thefe he threw, as
he raged, athore; Joud beilowd ing, like an hundred
bulls. The living he faved with his beautgous fireams,
farmmg around them a watery wall 3 but dveadful round
great Achilles the troubled water fivelled and roared.
eaning forward on his broad fhicld, he turned the
current with the orb.  But upborn are his feet by the
ftream. He feized 2 brancly elm in his hands; and
iffuing from the channel, witl force, urged his flying
fteps over the plain. Nor yet defifted the River God :
he reared his current above its banks; darkning its co-
loury kis flood arofe. e refolved to turn Achilles from
Jights to fave the Trojans from ruin and death **%  Loud
roaring rufhed alng, with foam, with blood, with

heroes flain, the purple wave of the Fove-defeended
Jiream =58 !

Tne waters, however, having fubfided, in cOnfc-.
quence of the action of the fun, wind, fulphureous fire,
and the clearing of the fircam of Scamander of dead bodics,
“ Achilles hung forward on Troy. He flew the peo-
ple, he flew the fteeds. In the lofty tower of the
Screan gate the aged Priam trcmblmg ftood. kle faw
the large fwm of the fon of Peleus, and 'bcfax‘e him the
flying Trojans: broken, fcattgred, they fled over the
plain. “Much I fear,” faid he‘ﬁis dreadful chief wiil
burft his way through our facred walls.”” And ke order-
ed the guards to hold wide-open the gates, to receive
the flying troops. s R:ght to the cny thcu' way they

294 Jliad, 1D, xxi. 395. 1d. ibid,



held, parched with heat and whitened with duft. They

crowded with joy through the gates. They breathed ‘__” |

within their walls from toil. The whole city is filled
with the hoft #¢.”

HAvVING ¢ cheared with cooling draughts their
fouls,” the Trojans * manned their battlements s
lcaning forward with their ficel to the foe**,"" He&or
alone difdained to take refuge within the walls: he
took his ftation # before the Scaan gate **.” Mean-
time Achilles, who had been engaged, wnder the burne
ing beat of the funy in purfuit of a chief that he could
not overtake, while the T'rojans entered their gates¥9,
“ bright flrode toward the city 5 blazing, like a baleful
flar |—Him Priam beheld : forth broke, in mournful
accents, the aged king. He ftruck his head with up-
lifted hands: he fhrilly raifed his wailing voice, in en-
treaty to his beloved {on; but his fon {tood darkly at
the gate. Much burned the foul of Hc&or? to mix in
fight with Achilles 3, '

« O Hector I faid Priam, ftretching forth his
withered hands, * ftay not unfupported ; meet not in
% fight this warrior, who in force excells thee far.
# Deftrudtive chief{ —would that he were as little
¢ Joved by the Gods, as. by Priam | —Then bloody
$ hounds bis corfe fhould [oon teary and wvultures flap

896, Hom. Jliad. lib. x2iv 297, Jliad. lib. xxii. 298, 1d. ibid.

299. So I underftand his purfuit of Apolls, under the form of Agenor.
Smeate by the piercing rays !f the fum, and rendered alwmoft frantic, Achilles
purfusd a Trojan wvarrior, OF a | bantom, far beyond the line of bartle,
when his whole attenti ght to have been turned to the town.
Hence the reproach o&lhg, in the true fpirit of ancient allegory.
"‘ To thee was not given to difcern the power divine in buman form.
Ceafilefs fury bas difiralied thy fuud I—The enemy it oft 1o thy fpear : fafe
inclofed is the foc in his walls; wolilf tbou in idie purfuit hatt hicher di-
?utdﬂ;_&nl.“ Hom. Jliad, lib, xxii. 300. 1d. ibid.

&« round
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BART L < pgund him their wings. A geam of joy would “arifs
S~~~ & on my heart, bitter forrow would half quit my foul.
T eOf many fons he me has deprived, of many gallant
¢ {ons; or flain, or fold captives to diftant ifles. Two
“ meet not new mine aged eyes, Lycaon and young
¢ Polydurus #°'.  H wander their fouls in the regions
“ of death, forrow will ly deep on my heart: much
% their haplefs mother will mourn; but for thee a
v whole people will mowrn ! the Trojans defencelefs and
“ loft, fhouldeft thou yield thyfelf to death, fubdued
“ by the fon of Peleus.  Yet enter thou the wall, my
. % fon 1—O fave the Trojans, the Trojan dames; fave
% thine own important life: give not to Achilles re-
“ nown. Pity me, worne down with ills ; pity, while
% yet my fenfes remain, pity an unhappy king! whom
 Jove, in the laft extremity of age, has daomed to
¢ misfortune’s bittereft woes *°%,”

“'Trus the aged monarch {poke in his grief. He
tore his hoary hair with his hands; but he changed
not Hector’s mighty foul. Hecuba, his mother, raifed
her parent-voice 3 loud-wailing, and drowned in her
tears. With one hand fhe /aid her boforn bare, with
the other ber breafl expofed : %O Heétor! my beloved
“ fon,” fhe faid, “if ever with this parent-breaft 7
Y fettled thine infant crics, oppofe thefe lofty walls to
“ the rage of the ruthlef, foe !—Enter the gate, too
 daring- chief ! ftand not to contend in arms with
¥ Achilles. Alas! fhouldeft thou fall by his hand,
“ never fhall thefe parent-eyes drench thee with tears
“ on the mournful bier. Far, ah! far remste from
“her that bore thee, Hector! far remote from thy
“® high-born fpoufe, thee hoftile dogs fhall tear, at the
*¢ thips of the Argive powers *%.”

301. Both thefe Achilles had flain, fince his reconciliation with Aga-
memnen. Hom. fliad. lib xx. xxi,
352, Jliad, lib. xxii. 303, Id, ibid.
“ THus
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. & Tus addrelled they the voice of woe, their fuppli- LETTER
-ant vojce to their fon beloved : nor bent they He@or’s Ml

daring heart. Relolved, he ftands firm in his place.
He waits the near approach of the mighty Achilles.
Againit a tower the hero leaned, on the bright orb of
his fpacious fhield. Indignant rolled his thoughts
within, and thus he fpoke to his mighty foul : * Ah{
¢ what courfe (hall I take ?—fhall I enter this gate and
¢ thefe walls 7—I dread the reproach of the Trojans, of
“ the Trojan dames with [wecping trains; 1 dread the
 woice of cowardly men. Thus, perhaps, they will fay
“in mine ear, He@or trufling to bis flrengthy” as
he had rejected the advice of Polydamas, * foff bis
€ people, and his country defiroyed!—Thus they will
¢ {peak aloud ; for me then it were better far, or ts
“ return, having flain Achilless or, for the cityy to fall
& by bis hands 3°3.”

« WriLsT this he revolved in his foul, near him
advanced the great Achilies; like Mars, thaking high
‘his bright helmet.  Over his right-fhoulder, fhook
aloft the Pelion afh: dreadful gleamed the brazen poine.
All his dazzling arms fhot flame, like the hghtming
of- father Jove; like fire, that burns with ceafelefs
rage ; like the beams of the rifing fun | —Mighty Hec-
tor, ftruck with fear at the fight, fuftained not the he-
ro’s approach. Leaving the Jofty gate behind, round
the walls of Troy he fled. The fon of Peleus darts
forward with eager fpeed, He&or quick-moves his
attive limbs 3%,

¢ BEvoND the high watch-tower they pafied 5 be-
yond the fig-trees, that refound in the winds. They
eame to the river’s copious [ource, to the two fountains
of gulphy Scamander; one bat iffues forth to the light,

304 Hom. Zliad. lib. xxil, 305 1d. ibid.
[making
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i‘l\!ﬂ"o L froking as it rolls almg ! the othery even in fumimery

_ﬂaw.r cold as bail or driven frow, of water congealed into
ice. Into ampleciflerns fall the ftreams § beauteous, wide,
of marble formed. There the dames of the warlike
Trojans, there their daughters, of [plendid charms ! ufed
to wafb their graceful robes, in the quiet feafon of peace,
before the Argives came to Ilion?**. Beyond thefe
the heroes bounded amain. One fled, the other hung
on his flight. Nor for the viéZim, nor for its extenfive
bide 3 nor for any wonted prize of the race, the heroes
urged their rapid {ieps: they ran for the gallant foul of
Hedtor, the breaker of fteeds 37,

“ As often as the fon of Priam turned his long
ftrides to the lofty Dardanian gates, when right for-
ward he urged hiscourfe o the well-built Ilion towers 3
that his toewnfmen aloft, from the walls, might peur
their flying darts on the foe: fo often the great fon of
‘Peleus rufhed between, and drove him afar ; for he tarn-
ed ever his fleps near the wall of bis much-loved town [ —
But Achilles gave a fign to bis warlike troops : he fuf=
Jered them not to Jaunch their pointed fhafts on the flying
chiefs left another fhould fhare the renown which he
wifhed wholly to enjoy**. When near each other the
Leroes came, bending forward with all their arms, Hec-
tor firflt filence broke, waving high bis warious belmet :

— No more, fon of godlike Peleus,” faid he, “ I fly
¢ thy fteps, or deeline the fight. Thrice round the
“ Jofty city of Priam have I fled, nor fuftained thy
“ rage; but now his foul bids He&or ftop, I now
“ oppofe thee, chief! in arms; determined to flay or
“be flain. But let us call to witnels the Gods; for
§¢ they the befl witne[les are : they are guardians of oaths

306, Every particular, in this circumftantial defcription, bears fuch
Sfirong marks of truth, that we cannot doubt but Homer copicd it from
malure, and dresv bis ucrmpngmg Jadls from autbentic information. .

307. Hom. Jiiad. 1ib. xii. 308, 1d.ibid,

“ and
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¥ and leagues. Thy corfe I /ball not difbonour inaught; L'&W .
“ fhould Jove grant fuccefs to my fpear, and call forib My
 thy foul round my flecl. Stripping thee of thy beau=

“ teous arms, 1 fhall refiore thy corfe to the Argives.

¢ This alfo do thou, Achilles?°1”

“STERNLY turning his eyes on the chief, the
mighty fon of Peleus replied, * Hector, moft detefted
““ of men! fpeak not of leagues to me. As faithful
¢¢ treaties can never {ubfift between mankind and bealts
 of prey; as the wolf and timid lamb can never
“agree: fo no friendfhip, no compa&, no league,
% can ever fubfift between Heftor and me. One or
“ other, this inftant, fhall glut with his blood fierce
€ Mars. Roufe then all thy knowledge in fight:
“ fhew thyfelf dauntlefs and firm ; a warrior unyield-
“ing and {trong.”—* He {poke, and threw his forceful
lance. Illuftrious Hector beheld, and fhunned the
gleaming point, as it came. Stooping forward, he
avoided the death: above flew refounding the fpear;
and quivered as it funk in the earth*°. Minerva
drew the lance from the earth ; {he reflored it to Aehilles,
unknown to Heclor *'*

¢ THE chief elated into hope, and thus addrefled
the great fon of Peleus: ¢ Thou haft wandered from
¢ thine aim Achilles —Now, in thy turn, avoid the
¢ brazen point of my deadly {pear.”—* He {poke, and
threw his mighty lance 3 nor ftrayed the bright point
from its aim. He ftruck the fhield of Achilles; re-
fulting flew the lance from the orb, Rage darkened

509, Hom. Ziad. 1ib. xxii, gre. Id. ibid.
311, It is difficult to fay, what we fhould underfland by this ma.
neeuvrey whether the addrefi of Achilies in recovering bis [peary or the
fleight of fome of the Myrmidons, in fecretly conveying it to him, Butie
has much the appearance of fraud; and, im confequence of it, Heétor
Sought under great difaduvantage. - :
\ B the
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PART L ghe foul of the chief, that the fpear had rufhed in vaid’
-~ from his finewy arm. He dejeéted in couutenance
ftood, and thus defponding fpoke: ¢ Alas! the hour”
% of He€or is nigh. Near me hovers deftructive fate ¢
¢ No refource remains, no hope of efcape !” - ¢ This’
faying, his fword he unfheathed; his heavy fwerd,
which hung loofe by his fide. High-bounding, he
rufhed on the foe, raifing his beamy fword. Achilles,
all-furious advanced: he filled his foul with favage
rage : he ftretched before his ample breaft his high-
wrought, folid fhield. His four-coned helmet, with
awful gleam, nodded high on the brows of the king.
The mighty fpear fhook aloft in his hand. Eager
wandered his eyes over illuftrious Hedtor in fearch of
a place for the wound. His beautiful body impervious
remained ; covered whelly with the brazer armour,
which he had torne from the ftrength of the fallen Pa«
troclus. A place, atlaft appeared to the chief, where
the_fboulder joins the neck, near the throat 3 where death
enters with fatal eafe. 'Through this Achilles drove,
with mighty force, his fpear. Throughand through the
neck, pafled the eager point of the deadly lance. But
the afhen fpear divided not the windpipe in twain.
The power of fpeech ftill remained to the unhappy

chief 3'*,

« I ENTREAT thee,” faid Hetor, now languid and
faint, * by thy own great {oul !—by thy knees, by thy
¢ parents beloved, not to leave me a prey to dogs at
“ the fhips of the Argive powers. But reccive thou
“ the rich flores of brafs, receive bigh-valued golds
“ which my father will lay at thy feet, my mother
“ now mournful in years. Reftore thou my corfe to
* my houfe, that the Trojans and Trojan dames may-
% lay me, in death, on the pyre **%.”

333, Hom, Zied, lib. xxii, 313, 14, ibid
i ; ' “Te



% To him Achilles fternly replied, * Wretch! en« m
% treat me not by thefe knees, by my parents revered .__v_‘

“ and beloved : would that my fury and rage could
« flimulate my heart {o far, as piece-meal to devour thee
¢ whally; for the woes thow bafi thrown on my fouls
¢ But none fhall drive from thy corfe the hungry dogs
% or birds of prey: no! fhould they lay at my feet ten,
 twenty-fold, the wealthy flores which Troy contains
 within ber walls; and to their prefents add the pro-
¢ mife of more, no! thould Dardanian Priam weigh
< thy bady againfl his gold; not for all fhould thy mo-
¢ ther revered weep over thee, laid in death on the
% lofty bier. But thee fhall the birds of prey, and
“ hungry dogs devour on the plain 3'%.”—* Well {
“ knew thee,” dying Hector replied, ¢ deaf to pity, im~
« placable, fierce; wholly fleel is thy favage breaft.
¢ But thou, incxorable chief! rake heed; for me
« the wrath of fome God may arife **4,””—< Thus, as
he faintly fpoke, the fhades of death involved the hero.
His foul, heaving his graceful body, defcended to the
regions below 3 mourning his untimely fate, his vigour,
his valour, his youth 3%,

“To him, whillt even in death he lay, Achilles
thus fpoke: « Die thou /—I fhall receive my fate, when-
« ever it fhall pleafe the ftorm-ruling Jove, and the
¢ other immortal Gods.”—* He fpoke, and withdrew
from the flain his fpear. Apart he placed the bloody
lance, and loefed from the fhoulders of the hero his
arms. The rufhing Argives poured around him.
With wonder they furveyed the form, the awful
beauty of Hector !—Nor ffood an drgive near the chicf
that inflicted not @ weund on the dead*"®.

314. Hom, Zliad Tib, xxii. - 315, Id. ibid.
316, Iliad, lib, xxii. :
“Waen
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& Wi Achilles had fpoiled the dead of all Nid
atms, he thus began, ftanding in the midft of the'
Argives: “ O friends ! O leaders of Argos! princes
% of the nations in arms! now as the Gods have fub-
« ducd this man beneath my deadly fpear; this many
“ more deftructive to Greece than all the fons of Froy
¢ combined ! now let us hafte in our arms, let us at
« once aflail the town; that we may learn the ftate of
“ the Trojans, their prefent difpofition of foul: whe-
% ther, as {lain livs their hero, they will abandon their
* Jofty city; or whether, though Heétor has ceafed
% to live, they will ftill maintain it 3.

Turs {peech was dictated by found policy; and if
the counfel it offered had been followed, the Trojan
capital, in all probability, would have been inftantly
taken. But the foul of Achilles was little under the
government of political prudence. He foon recollected
that, “ atthe thipslay the mangled Patroclus unburied.”
« Him I fhall never negle&,” faid he, * while iife
« informs with motion my limbs.” He, therefore,
propofed that, inftead of attacking Troy, * the youths
¢ of affembled Achaia, fnging Peans thould return to
¢ their fhips.”— Let us drag the flain along,” added
he: “ we are covered with mighty renown. We have
¢ flain HeGtor; to whom the Trojans, over all their
< ftate, paid their vows, as to a prefent God 31°,”

“« He fpoke, and formed, in his wrathful foul, a
decd unwortbhy of Heffor. He bored his finewy ancles
bebindy and through them inferted a thong.  To the car
be bound them aloft. The hero’s head dragged along
the ground. Placing the arms in the [eat, Achilles
afcended his car. He lafhed his courfes to fpeed ; not
unwilling they flew over the plain, The fand rofe in

317, 14 ibid, 318, Hom. Jiad. lib, xzil.
clouds




clouds around the deads his dark-brown locks were

Jfore! mow lay involved, and foiled with duft. Great
Jove had forfaken the chief: he gave him to the in-
{ults of foes: a fight of woe, in his native land ',

* Taus foiled with earth dragged He&or’s graceful-
head. His mother tore ber hoary hair from the roots
the threw afar ber [plendid weil; loud rofe the fercam=
ing woice of her griefy, when thus fhe bebeld her Jon.
Deeply groaned bis father beloved **°.  The whole peo-
ple raifed one cry of woe: over the town fpread one
general lament |—Not greater could their forrow have
been had lofty Ilion, wrapt wholly in flame, funk
down to its bafe in their fight *.”

Tais confternation evinces the probability, That
Achilles might have taken Troy, if he had led the
Myrmidons immediately to the affault, on the fall of
Hector. But he walted o much time, in celebrating
the funeral of Patroclus ***, that the Trojans had lei-

; fure

319. Id. ibid.

320. lliad. lib. xxii. Andromache was not yet informed of the dmh
of Hedtor. ¢ But when fhe came to the tower, to the mournful
txoop of her friends, Me food wwildly eying the fiek! {—She beheld him
dragged tothe flips of the Argives. A fudden night obfenred ber Joul 3 back-
avard fulling, fhe breathlef: remained. Wide poured from her graceful
bead the beautiful braids which bound ber buir ; the fillet, the net, woves
WREATH ; the weil that fbaded ber beauty /—the weil, whick golden
Venus gave, on the duy illultrious Hedtor brought her blufbing from
the halls of Aition, giving many nuptial gifis to ber fire. Around her
ftood her filters in tears. They held her rowing in their hands, and
eager for death through woe.” Hom. Mliad, lib. xxii,

3a1. Hiad. lib. xxii.

422. Hom. Jiied. lib. xxiil. The defcription of this funeral abounds

avith many curious traits of anci y cufloms, and spinion:, which
1 fhall aﬁcrw;rdhauuauﬁonmm Hﬂlﬂuﬂmlyo&ra
. ¥ol, L T few

trailed on the earth. His whole head, fo gracefid be- W




PART I fure to recollet chemfelves. He ficretly fold the

[ -

few particulars, intimately coune@ed with the hiltory of the Trojan
war. * The Grecks loofed their bounding fteeds from the yoke, All
convened around the fhip of the godlike fon of Peleus, He furnifhed
the fplendid funeral feuf, in honour of his friend beloved. Many frow-
vbite futted becves are firetched om earth by the force of the fleel ; many
Jbeep are luid in death ; many freaming goats are fluin'y many boars with
Sfusev=cobite tufts, high=fed, and abounding in fat, are extended on [pits before
Vulean's refounding flame.  (Id.ibid.) But Achilies is condudted by
the leaders of Argos to Agamennon, the divine,  Scurce perfuaded, he
moved along, ftill raging in his {oul for his fricnd. When they came
to the lofty tent of Agamemnon, the fovereign of all, the king com-
manded the - wiced beralds 10 furround a mighty tripod woith flume ; and
to entreat the fon of Peleus to w.yb the gore of foes from bis bands. In-
fexible, the chief refufed, adding a binding oath : « No, by Almighty
“ Jove . the greatelt and beft of the Gods, I will not approach the
« huth 3 nor water fhall be poured ca my hands till T place on the
v pyre Patroclus, till I frew thefe locks on the dead /—When thole rites
* fhall be performed, grief will leflen its weight on my heart. Yet
* now, though fad, the feaft T vill fbare with the kings. But thou, with
* carly morn, O Agamemnon! command the hoft to brimg the wweod
Y te rear ulyft the mighty pile ! fuch as is fit to fend the dead to the dark
“ yegivn of mournful death.” Hom. Tliad, lib. xxiii.

The woad was cut on mount Jda, and chiefly carried on -mules.
When the huge pile they had reared, Achilles commanded all his
1100ps to cover themfelves wwith bright armr; to join each his bounding
flecds to the car.  * Obedient, at once they avofe. They chatbed them-
Jitwesin burnifbed fleel.  They mounted their chariots with fpeed. Both
the warriors and the drivers afcend.  The cars meved flowly before, be-
bind & cloud of infantry meved. In the midf, bis moff beloved friends bore
e eorje of the haplefs Patroclus.  With their florn Juck: they covered the
dead.  Lalt of all came Achilles, bearing the head of bis friend ! —When
they came to the deftined place, the great fon of Peleus ftood apart
from the pile, and eut bis yellow locks amain; his golden locks, which he
had mouwrifbed with eare.’ (Hom. Iliad. lib. xxiii.) “ An bundred fiet
Jpread the pile on eack fide. High on the top they laid the dead.
Many fatted foesp noere flain, many beevas lay in death at the pyre.
Seript of their hides they Iny.  Achilles wrapr with their for the degd.
From bead to fost inveloed be lay, the flayed carcafes ranged on cach fide, He
placed jars of baney and cil, low bending over the lofty bier. Four bighe
mecked fleeds e threvw in the pile. O nine dogs that belonged to the chief,
e flew trwe 10 atfend their lord.  He tranifixad with flecl tavelve youths, 3
blondy offering to the flain ; favalve Trojan: of parents renvwwned ! fo
‘"ﬁfﬂwm'mhofhlfoul 1d. ibid,

body



term was elapfed; the Trojans may be fuppofed to
have taken precautions for the defence of their city.
Achilles fell beneath its walls **%; dnd the remaining
Greeks found much trouble in reducing it.

THE particulars of the fiege, aftér the death of
He&or, I fhall not attempt to relate ; as here Homer
fails us, the only author w.1o can be depended on, for
what relates to the Trojan war **% It appears; how-

ever,

443, liad. lib. xxiv. As foon as Priam had refolved to go, under
night, to the quarters of Achilles, * from the bridal chamber they
bore, and placed aloft on the polithed wain, the rich price of the corfe of
Helor.”” (Id. ibid.) The feveral articles are thus enumerated =
® taelve beautesvs rober, the venerable monarch withdrew from his
fores; rrelve fingle wantlet, of ample fize ; twelve carpels, twelve beauw=
teous cloaks ; ax many efis of glofly bues ten talents of the purefl pold; twve
burnifbed tripeds, and four caldrons. A bigh-labsured bow! he produced 3
Whicht Thruce, in folemn embafly, had boflewed om the Jovereign of Trey: a
mighty gift! but this the aged king fpared not within his lofty halls
for much he withed, from his inthoft foul, to rédéem hili fon beloved,™
(7liad. ubi fup.) Achilles accepted the ranfom; (Id. ibid.) and it
appears, that he had not only foved the body of Heftor from degs, but
pnﬁ-rwd it from cvrruption, in expelation of fuch a renfom.  (Hom. Izmd
lib. xiv. paflim.) His dragging it round the tomb of Patroclus is na
contradidtion to this remark.,

334 That term Priam requefted. « It fhall be fo,” Achilles
teplied : « Aged Priam! thy commands are obeyed. For fo long
[ will binder the fighty und grant the requelt of thy foul'™ Jiad.

. XXV,

335. For fo faying we hive thé general confent of tradition, and
the authority of Homer; who perpetuilly anticipates she death of
Achilles, add even hints at the manner of it. (/iad. palfim ) But
the maofk pointed piflage; in reghrd to that event, is found in the
fpeech of the ghoft of Patroclus to the fon of Peleas, * Me defirudive
fute has Involved,” faid (or feimed to firy) the empty fhade of the chief ymm
# the fate appointed at my birth. Even ovet thee, O Achilles! hoverd
“fate. ‘Thou art dflived to full befor the swalls of the bigh-born Tra-
Y jans*  Hom, Jliad. lib. xxiii,

- 216 Tlu!mhkprqnﬁdth:ﬁegemyhfmmhtgﬂ (.!wd.

body of Heltor to Priam % ¢ and twelve days were al- u' e
Yowed for the celebration of His funeral®**: Before that ._.w
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HE HIS
P ARTL ever, from this, yenerable author, that ﬁ'oy was taken

in the tenth year of the war, and burnt, by the Greeks **7.
And that all the Trojans were {lain, or carried into
flavith captivity **. In a word, as paffion influmed by
the pro/pec? of plunder, not policy, had difiated the Tro-
jan war, every ftage of it was marked with cruelty
and blood. And the iffue of the fanguinary enterprife
proved almoft alike fatal to the victors, and to the
vanquifhed.

Tue Grecks, who furvived the fubverfion of the
kingdem of Troy, took no meafures for eftablifhing
dominion over the country they had conquered : they
did not fo much as attempt to fettle a colony in any
part of it. Having accomplifhed their vengeance, and
recovered the wife of Menelaus **%, they embarked for
Europe immediately after the divifion of the {poil **°;
and freed the remaining nations of Afia Minor from
the terror of utter extirpation.

THE

Iib. ii.) and in Tryphiodorus (Ilioy Alofis.); but as thele authors lived
too long after the Trojan war, to be regarded as hiftorical evidence,
I thall make no ufe of them here.

427. Hom. Jliad. lib xii. xx. 328 Jhad. lib, xxiii. xxiv.

329. Hom. Odiffey, lib. iv. Helen again appears with all the dig-
nity of a queen in the court of Sparta; (id. ibid.) and although fhe
affeéts the charadter of a penitent, we difcover the wunton through
the fine difguife. She daclares that  her pleafed bofom giveved with fem
eret joy," when Troy was taken by the Greeks; and that fhe then was
confeious of remorfe and fbame, for * the effeds of that difuflrous flume,
Lindled by the imperious Queen of Love, Which forced ber to guit her
native realm:” (Hum, Odiffey, ubi fup.) but fhe lays no blame ox
Laris. She refpe@led Meuelaus as a brave warrior, and a worthy
and indulgent hufband ; but the libertine fon of Priam was the man of
ber beart.

330. Odifey, lib. iii. Agamemnon, indeed, ftayed to offer facris
fices to the Gods, for his vidtory ; (id. ibid.) and « balf the Greeks ret
Jpectjully cbeyed the King of Men.” (Hom. Odiffey, ubi fup.) But the
moflt diftinguithed chiefs « wnmosred at sifing morn their Jeipsy and

braogis
9
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own dominions, where the greateft diforders had pre-

vailed during their abfence *3. But from their igno~  Ane. Ch.

rance of navigation, their eager defire of reaching
their feveral homes by the neareft courfe, and the bad
ftate of their veflels, many of them were fhipwrecked :
fome were thrown on unknown fhores; and fcarce
one of them entered his deftined port, but after a tedi-
ous and difagreeable voyage?®**. On their arrival
feveral princes were obliged again to put to fea, in
queft of new territories; their paternal dominions
having been feized by ufurpers, or occupied by inva-
ders*®, The fate of others was yet more deplor-
able.

Ac aAMEMNON, whofe paffage home appears to have
been the quickeft of any of the Peloponnefian chiefs,
was murdered foon after his return to Mycenwz ; by
his wife Clitemneftra, and her paramour Egifthus,
who feated himfelf on the Argive throne ¥, But they
were not {uffered to enjoy in peace the fruits of their
atrocious crime, or to indulge unmolefted their guilty
pafion. Awful juftice overtook them. A blow, from
an unexpefted arm, left mankind, in their punifh-
ment, a leflon to corret the dangerous examyple.
Oreftes, the fon of Agamemnon and Clitemneftra,

Erought their captiver and their fores on board.”  (Id. ibid.) And Me-
nelaus fpeedily followed them, and * joined their ficet in the Lefbian
bay.” (Hom. Odifiy, lib. iii.) Nor did Agamemnon remain long
bohind. 02y, lib. iv.

. 331, Hom. Odiffey, lib. iii. iv. Thucydid. Iib. i, cap. xii.

332. 1. ibid. The wanderings of Ulyifes are well known ; and
Menelaus, having let his pilot, (Odfey, lib. 1ii.) was driven on the
coaft of Hgypt, where he was losg detained by calms and contrary
winds. Hom. Odifey, lib. iv.

333 Hom. Odifey, pafim. Thucydid, lib, L cap, xia,

334 Hom., Odiffey, Lib. ii. iv. xi.
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PARTT. who had fortunately efcaped the fword of Zgife
& fhus, returned privately to Mycens after an exile

of fome years; and, in revenge of his father’s
death, flew both the bloody ufurper and traiterous,
adultrefs 3%, '

By this fignal a& of vengeance, which put him in

: poffeflion of his father’s dominions, and a marriage

with the daughter of Helen and Menelaus, Oreftes
added the kingdom of Sparta to that of Argos and
Mycenz #*°; and became the moft powerful prince
that ever had reigned in Pelopannefus. He found it
neceflary, however, in arder to be eftablith his cha-
ralter, and clear himfelf from the imputation of guilt,
in having laid violent hands on his own mother, to
fubmit his caufe to the court of Areppagus at
Athens 7. That famous tribunal gave a deeree in
his favour 3%, and all Greece was fatisfied with. the
equity of the decifion.

THE great power of Orefles, if not the vigour of
his adminiftration, preferved his dominions from the
diforders that afflilted Greece, for fixty years after the
termination of the Trojan war; a period in which pi- .
racy and rapine univerfally prevailed, and when feve-
ral ftates repeatedly changed mafters **°. That licen-
tious fpirit, however, bégan to fubfide; and order
and tranquillity were generally reftored. But the re-
turn of the Heraclide, or defcendants of Hercules,
into Peloponnefus, during the reign of Titamenes,
the fon of Oreftes **, threw all things again inté

415. Odiffey lib, iii.

236. Paufan, lib. i, p. 60, edit. fup, cit.

337. Paufanias, lib. i, p. 27, 338, Id, ibid
339" Thueyd. lib. i. cap xii.

340, Paufan. Lib. ii. p. Go.

gonfulion
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TH1s matter will require explication, my Lord,
and furnifh fubject for another Letter.
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LETTER (V.| ol

A General View of the Affairs of 'GREECE from the
final Invafion, and Conqueft of PELOPONNESUS by
the HERACLIDE, tothe Abolition of Regal Power at
ATHENS 5 with an Account of the Settlement of the
Gr&ECIAN Colonies in As1a MiNoR,

E have formerly feen * in what manner Her-

cules was excluded the fucceffion to the king-
dom of Mycenz, by the felfith policy of his grand-
uncle Sthenelus, who gave the princely inheritance to
his own fon, Euryftheus. The toils and perils to which
Euryftheus expofed this hero, in hopes of getting rid
of fo dangerous a rival, are well known under the
name of the Labours of Hercules. . The reputed fon of
Jove, however, furmounted every difficulty. But not
being proof againft the fhafts of fate, he died in great
agony about the fiftieth year of his age, in confe-
quence of a poifoned fhirt, ignorantly fent him by
his wife Deianeira, and left behind him many children
by various mothers .

THE children of Hercules were reared by different
princes, who refpe¢ted the memory of their father;
but his legitimate fons folely by Ceix, king of Tra-
chine. Unfortunately, however, the generous guar-
dianfhip of Ceix, and the youthful valour of the fons of
Hercules, awaked the jealoufy of Euryftheus, who
threatened to make war upon that prince, fhould hg

3. Lete. 1L 3. Apollod. lib. ii, Diod, Sicul. lib. iv.
yield
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w& t!:.cmmy longer an affylum at his court®, - L
‘Heraclidz faw the neceflity of quitting Trachine and;,

in this extremity of their affairs, they applied for pro-
tection to all the ftates of Greece. Athens alone
durft afford them fhelter*. Euryftheus led an army
againft that city. He was met by the Heraclidw,
fupported by the Athenians, and commanded by Hyl-
lus, the eldeft fon of Hercul E‘Dcxaneuﬁ, and by
Thefeus, king of Attica. The two armics joined bat-
tle, and Euryftheus was defeated and flain®; in confe-
quence of which events, the kingdoms of Argos and
Mycenz pailed as formerly noticed ®, from the family
of Perfeus into that of Pelops.

ELATED with their fuccefs, the Heraclide entered
Pcloponnefus. There they were joined by a numbes
of adherents, and made themfelves mafters of many of
the capital towns and diftri€ts in that peninfula’. But
thefe conquefts were foon abandoned.  The country
being afflicted with a defolating plague, the Heraclidae
confulited the Delphic oracle, in regard to the means
of putting a ftop to fo terrible a calamity. The Pythia
or prieftefs replied, That in order to avert (hat calaz
mity, they muft defift from their enterprife, but might

renew it after three crops®.  They obeyed, and return~ 4

ed at the end of three years, which they congeived ta
be the time fixed by the oracle,

Atreus, the eldeft fon of Pelops, who had fuc-
ceeded Euryftheus, his father-in-law, in the king.
doms of Argos and Mycenzw, collected a ftrong force
to oppofe the invaders®. When the armies of the
two parties came within fight of each other, Hyllus,

3. Id. ibid. 4, Ifocrat. Pamathen,

5. Apollod. lib. if, Died. Sicul. lib. iv. Strabo, lib, viii,
6. Lete. 11 7. Apollod. et. Diod. ubi fup.

'l 14, W" ?1 Piod. Sicul. Lib. iv.
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the leader of the Heraclide, propofed to decide the
difpute by fingle combat, in order to fave the effufion
of blood. The offer was accepted, and a regular

ent made, That, if Hyllus was viftorious,
the Heraclide fhould immediately enter into pof-
{feffion of the contefted kingdoms 3 but, if he was van-
quifhed, that neither he, nor any of his kinfmen, fhould
return into Pelopoggefys for an hundred years. Hyl-
lus was flain by the champion of Atreus, and the He-
raclidz withdrew according to treaty *°.

THE defcendants of Hercules, however, never loft
fight of their hereditary claims. The recovery of their
rightful inheritance, and even the conqueft of the
whole Grecian peninfula, continued to occupy their
thoughts, and to fill their ambitious hearts with hope
amid the wilds of Octa and Parnaflus, where they had
obtained the rocky diftrick of Doris: and at the expi-
ration of the ftipulated number of years, Temenus,
Crefphontes, and Arifiodemus, great grandfons of Hyl-

. lus, having collected a formidable body of Dorian and

Ztolian followers, invaded Poloponnefus by fea *'.

TisAMENES, the {on of Orefles, at that time king
of Argos and Lacedemon, attempted to difpute the
pretenfions of the Heraclidw, but without effect. He
was vanquifhed in battle, and the gallant invaders
made themfelves inftantly mafters of his dominions ',
Corinth, Elis, and Meflenia, alfo fubmitted to their
arms .

HaviNG now no enemy to contend withy the
Heraclidee, according to the cuftom of the times, di=

17, Paufan, lib. i, Diod. Sieul. ubi fup.

11. Paufun, Jih. 3. Strabo, kb, viii, 13. Apollod. Lib. il
13 Paulan. er Stzabo, vhifup.
8 vided



fell to the fhare of Temenus : Cncfphontcs obtained the
territory of Meflenia ; and Laconia was fet apart for
Euryfthenes and Procles, the infant fons of Ariftode-
mus, who had died in the courfe of the war'4, Elis
was given, by the furviving leaders, to an /Etolian
chief named Oxylus, who had contributed to the fuc-
cefs of their enterprife. They beftowed Corinth on
Aletes, one of their kinfmen ; and they fpared Arca=
dia for friendly reafons; Crefphontes having married
Merope, the king’s daughter **,

SucH of the fubjeéts of Tilamenes, as difcovered a
zefolution to maintain their independency, were politi-
cally permitted by the Heraclidz to fettle in the maritime
diftriét, which afterward became famous under the
name of Achaia. The reft were driven into exile, or
reduced to flavery ; and their pofleflions were divided
among the Dorian and Ztolian adventurers, who
claimed them as the reward of their valour ',

Tuus did the defcendants of Hercules recover their
rightful inheritance, and the fovereignty of Pelopon-
nefus return from the family of Pelops to the blood
of Perfeus. Nor did that peninfula alone feel the efs
fefts of this revolution. The Grzcian flates and
countries beyond the Corinthian ifthmus, fuffered al-
moft equally with thofe withia it, from the Retwrn of
the Heraclide, 2s the Dorian conqueft of Peloponnefus
is commonly called. The people firlt difpoffefled threw
themfelves upon their neighbours ; and they, in their
turn, carried defolation into more diftant territorics.
The ftronger every where drove out the weaker. Like
the waves of an agitated fea, the Grecian tribeg

24. Apollod. lib. ii, Paufan. 1ib ii. Strabe, lib. viii.
15, Paufan. lib, iv, 16. Hiocrat. Panathen. ot in Acbidem:
fhocked
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L fhocked upon one another, in continual fucceffion, for
almoft half a century '/,

DuriNG that turbulent and fluCtuating period,
when all fecurity of poficflion was loft, and confe«
quently all attachment to country, the firlt Grecian
colonies in Afia Minor were planted. A body of Io-
nians, orginally eftablifhed in Attica, but afterward
fettled in Peloponnefus, had there remained in tran-
quillity till the laft invafion of the Heraclide ; when
the Achwans being driven from the territory of Laco-
nia, fell upon them, and forced them to quit that
peninfula'®,  They fought refuge in Attica, their
former country. But finding, in a courfe of years,
the lands afligned them infufficient to fupport a grow=
ing population, they embarked with fome Arhenian
adventurers 3 and landing on the coaft of Afia Minor,
between the river Hermus and the promontory of Po=~
fideion, took pofieilion of a diftri&k then bounded by
Lydia and Caria; and which, in fucceeding times,
was from them called Ton1a*. There they built
Ephefus, Miletus, Teos, Colopon, Clazamena, Smyrna,
Phoczea, and other cities *°. They alfo took poflef-
fion of the iflands of Chios and Samos, which were
included in the Ionian confederacy.

Tre eftablilhment of this colony had been preceded
by another fettlement on the Afiatic coaft, fcarce lefs
famous in hiftory. A body of Aalians, having been
driven from their pofleflions in Peloponnefus by the
Dorians, who accompanied and fupported the Hera-
clide in their conqueft of that peninfula, found them«

17. Strabe, lib, ix. Pauofan. Iib, v. vii. 18. 1d. ibid.

39. Parian Cbron. Epoch. xxvi. Paufan. lib, vii. Strabo, lib. xiv,

20. 1d. ibid. Smyrna was originally buile by the Aolinns, bug
afterward deftroyed, and rebuilt by the lonians. Herodot. Lib. i.

{elves:



felves obliged to look out for mew lands. They ac-
cordingly put themfelves under the conduét of Pen-
thilius, one of the fons of Oreftes, who had taken
refuge in the ifland of Euboea; and after rambling,
for fome time, unfuccefsfully over the northern pro-
vinces of Greece, under his command, they crofled
the Hellefpont under his fon Echelatus, and fettled on
the coaft of Afia Minor, between Ionia and Myfia *".
There gradually extending their population, from the
river Hermus to the Hellefpont, they gave to that
maritime diftri&t the name of Aoria. In Aolia
{ftood Cume, Lampfacus, Abydos, Lariila, and many
ether celebrated cities **.

A THIRD colony pafled from Greece into the Lefler
Afia during the fame reftlefs period. It was compofed
of a body of Dorians, who had been put in pofieffion
of the diftri€t of Megara by the Heraclide. Seized
with the roving fpirit of the times, and hard preffed
by the Athenians, the greater part of the Dorians
quitted that territory, and feated themfelves in a pro-
montory of Afia Minor, between Lycia aud Caria, to
which they gave the name of Deris, or DoRria *3,
There they founded Halicarnaflus, Cnidus, and feve-
ral other citics. They alfo fpread themfelves into
Rhodes, Cos, and the fmaller contiguous iflands *%,

As thefe emigrations were made about the time the
republican fpirit began to predominate in Greece, the
adventurers carried with them the fame {pirit into
their new territories. And that fpirit, which taught
the Afiatic Grecks bravely to fpurn the chains of
oriental defpotifm, may be faid not only to have faved

a1. Strabe, lib. i xili. Vell. Patercul. b, i.
a3, Herodot. lib. i, Strabo, lib. xiv.
’1- ’m‘, libu :i‘l Pﬁlﬁﬂ‘. Iibu ';n ’.‘. H- Tbil-
. theix
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75‘4!!’!' L their mother-country from becoming a province of thé

Perfian empire, but eventually to have fubjeCted Afiz
to the fword of Alexander.

THoucH the Grzcian cities in Affa Minor and the
contiguous iflands, like thofe on the European conti+
nent ; were frequently governed by ambitious citizens,
who under the odious name of tyrants, had ufurped
the fupreme power, the bafis of their interior policy
was every where republican ; each city having its {enate
and popular affembly. They had alfo their general -
aflemblies, where affairs of natiomal importance were
difcufled. The delegates of the Ionian cities, as we
fhall have occafion to fee, met in the Panionian council ;
and the Aolian and Derian cities had affemblies of a
fimilar nature. Every public meafure, in a word, wore
the appearance of freedom in Afiatic Greece, however
much particular flates might be opprefled with civil

tyranny.

THESE obfervations naturally lead me to fpeak of
the abolition of royalty among the Gracian ftates in
Lurope ; and to notice the moft remarkable circum-=
ftances with which that general revolution was ats
tended.

‘T'rE monarchical government which, in early times;
univerfally prevailed in Greece, was extremely limited.
The king, or head of the tribe, being ne mere than
chief magiftrate of the ftate, or rather the moft emi«
nent citizen in the community, could take no refolus
tion but in conjunflion with the heads of the principal
-families § nor adopt any public meafure without con~
fulting the body of the people **. But moderate as

5. Arift, Pylit, lib, iii. Dion. Halicarnafl. Iib, v. Hémer, Odyﬂ'a
%l ﬁﬁ. R
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that government appears to have heen, it was always m |

confidered as an irkfome reftraint vpon the volatile
genius and ardent temper of the Greeks, which
ftrongly tended toward democracy **.  And no {ooner
had the invafion of the Heraclidee difturbed the regular
order of fucceflion, and confequently weakened the
refpect for regal authority, than the flighteft incident
was laid hold on to introduce the defired change; or
even the fmalleft approach toward it, in hopes of at
laft perfeQing the plan of equal freedom and inde-
pendency. Kingly government, which had in many
places degenerated into tyranny, was accordingly abo-
lithed, by degrecs, in every Grzcian {tate except La-
cedemon.

Two events, preparatory to this change of govern=
ment, are not a little interefting, exclufive of the con=
quences by which they were followed.

A QUARREL having arifen between the Thebans
and Athenians concerning the pofleflion of a frontier
town, the armies of the two nations were preparing
to decide the difpute by a general engagement, when
Xanthus, king of Thebes, propofed to fettle the mat~
ter by fingle combat ; in order to fave the lofs of lives,
as a great number of men muft otherwife fall on both
fides. But Thymetes, king of Attica, though of the
blood of Thefeus, declined the hoftile competition. He
was depofed, in confequence of his cowardice ; and the
Athenian fceptre was given to a Meflenian prince,
named Melanthus, who had bravely accepted the
challenge, and flain the king of Thebes *7.

Tue Thebans were deeply mortified at the death of
their king ; an incident which, joined to a Jong train

26, Homer, Tlisd. lib. xvi Plut. #it. Thef.

7. Strabo, lib. mPa&nimedelihi. of
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RTL of mxsfortuncs tht had aﬁh&ed thm; fovereigns,
= gave them a ftrong averfion againft “regal power, at the
" fame time that it afforded them an opportunity of in-
dulging their paffion for freedom. They accordingly
adopted a republican form of government*; refolved
that their happinefs and mifery fthould no longer de-
| pend upon the good or ill fortune of any one family,
or their liberties on the will of any 6ne man.

But the Thebans, in abolifhing royal authority,
Toft their political confequence. A long night of ob-
| fourity involved Becotia. It was fplit into many
| petty rcpublics, among which a kind of confederacy
| fubfiited ; but which were jealous of each other’s pro-
i fperity, and often hoftile to the general intereft *°. The
I Athenians were more fortunate in their change of go-
vernment. And that change, which took place foon
after the foregoing, was occafioned by a fimilar cire
cumitance.

Tue Heraclide, after the conqueft of Peloponnefus,
faw with a jealous eye the growing power of Athens,
under Mclanthus.  He had afforded refuge to a num-
ber of Ionian and Meflenian fugitives, expelled the
Geecian peninfula by the Dorians, and ftill thirfting
for revenge. No fooner, therefore, did the decen-
dants of Hercules find themfelves firmly feated in
their new territories, than they declared war agginft
the Athenians*°.  Codrus, the gallant fon of Me-
Ianthus, then filled the throne of Attica. His heroic
valour was cqual to the defénce of his country, but
the fuperftition of the times gave a new dire&ion
to his patriotifm. The Heraclide having con-
fulted the Delphic oracle concerning the fuccefs of
their enterprife, had received for anfwer,  That the

a8. Pavfan. ib. ix. 29. Puufasi, uﬁl\qi.
lﬁsm,lihu;]uﬂ.um,“— L S
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% would prove vi€torious.” In confequence of this re-
fponfe, they iffued, at the head of their army, an
exprefs order, that none of their men fhould kill the
king of Athens .

InForMED of that order; and allo of its caufe,
Codrus generoudly refolved to facrifice himicIf for the
fafety of his people. The love which they bore to
their prince made them keep a watchful eye over him,
fufpecting his patriotic purpofe. In order to elude
their affetionate vigilance, as well as to deceive the
enemy, he cloathed himfelf in the habit of a peafant 3
entered the hoftile camp in that mean difguife, with a
faggot on his fhoulder, and a pruning-hook in his
hand ; provoked a quarrel with a foldier ; fmote him,
and fell by the fword of his humble antagonift **.

THE tumult occafioned by the death of Codrus pro-
duced inquiry. His body was known. And the He-
raclide believing, on the equivocal refponfe of the
oracle, that nothing but misfortune could now attend
their undertaking, they withdrew their forces without
hazarding a battle **

THE pious patriotifm of Codrus, in leaving Attica
without a king, furnifhed the Athenians at once with
a pretext for abolifhing monarchy, and an occafion of
indulging their violent love of liberty, by eftablifhing
a commonwealth. Difpofed, as they pretended to give
that generous prince a fucceflor in the throne, but un-
able to find one worthy of fuch honour; they deelared
Jupiter alone to be thenceforth fovereign of Athens .

ar. 14 ibid. 3. Paufan. lih. vii. Val. Mat. lib. v.
33. Id.ibid, . 34. Paufan, Lib, vii. Strabe, lib. xiv.
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’kn'rx. ‘r}..,chorg, hom:, Hcdontheclde&fon ofCodu!
m their chief magiftrate, under the name of Archon 3 and

1c68.  declared, That this high office thould remain heredi-
tary in his family; but that he and his fucceffors
fhould be accountable to the affembly of the people,

Aor the due adminiftration of public affairs *.

Tue government of Sparta alfo experienced a
change in this age of innovation. Euryfthenes and
. Procles, the two fons of Ariftodemus, to whom the
kingdom of Lacedemon fell in the diftribution of the
conquefts of the Heraclidw, inftead of dividing the
territory of Laconia between them, or rcigning alter-
nately, like fome Greecian fovereigns in ancient times,
were pcrfuadcd to reign jointly, and with equal power.
They accorllingly cliofe the city of Sparta as their
common capital or feat of government ; each of them
bearing the title of King of Lacedemon, and being ac-
knowledged as fuch?®.

BuT although royal authority was thus fully efta-
blifhed at Sparta, in the defcendants of Ariftodemus,
and fubfifted in both branches of the reigning family,
for feven hundred years, the ftate foon felt the en-
fecbling effects of divided {way *”. Each of the kings,
in order to ftrengthen his adminiftration, found it ne-
ceflary to court, the favour of the people. This com-
petition made the people too fenfible of their import-
ance ; and eventually gave birth to the moft daring
licentioufnefs, upon which there was no curb. Anarchy,
the worft of tyrannies, proved the confequence of
unbridled liberty. The kingdom of Lacedemon was
continually fplit into two faltions, which fre-
quently came to blows. Even royal blood had been
fpilt, in thefe popular tumults ' 5 and all the fprings

as. Id. ibid, 36. Paufanias, Jib. iii. _
3?. Phtu "71. L‘“’r- s‘:‘h' h’bl ‘ﬁi. 3': Plﬁb‘lﬁiﬁlp.
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wifdom and virtue of one man gave compaitnefs .
audngourwﬂ:epddcalmchh&

Your Lordthip will readily pemlw, that I allude
to the illuftrious Lycurgus. The eftablilhment of the
inftitutions of the Spartan legiflator forms a memorable
%ra in the hiftory of Greece. But before we enter
upon the inveftigation of that fubje@, which will open

“to our view many important obje&s of enquiry, and
Yead us to fpeculations of great moment in the fcience
of human affairs, I muft make 4 paufe.
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. LETTER V.

SPARTA and th: NEIGHBOURING STATES, from the
Efiablifhment of the Laws of Lycurcus in La-
CONI1A to the Conquefi of MESSENIA by the La-
CEDEMONIANS, with an Account of the Inflitution
of the OLympic GAMEs.

HOUGH Greece, as we have had occafion tor
fee, was peopled by colonies from various
countries, government and manners, in all its different
ftates, were nearly the fame during the heroic ages.
,  This fimilarity continued till after the conqueft of
Peloponnefus by the Heraclide. Then the republican
fpirit, which every where {prung up, gave diverfity
to government, and government had a neceffary in-
fluence upon manners. The change, however, was
hardly perceptible for a while. 'That varicty, and
cven contraft of manners, which prevailed among the
Greeks in later times, beyond what has been known
among any other people, ancient or modern, bearing
one common name, and {peaking the fame tongue,
was little obvious until the laws of Lycurgus began to
produce their effe€t upon the character and manners of
the Lacedemonians, and thofe of Solon upon the tem-
per and fpirit of the Athenians.

Trese refletions naturally lead us to enquire after
the origin of the inftitutions of the Spartan legiflator,
as an introdudtion to the {ubfequent partof the hiftory

of that celebrated ftate.
6 LY-



L?ccncus, fon of Eunomcs hngof Iawdmon. -_¥~

the fifth in defcent from Procles, and the tenth from m

Hercules, is faid to have fucceeded to the joint foves
reignity on the death of his elder brother Polydectes,
and in the feventh year of the reign of his coleague
Archelaus. His virtues and talents gave pramife of a
jult and able adminiftration. But an unexpefled,
though natural circumftance, deprived his country-
men of that hope, and involved himfelf in a variety
of difficulties. The widow of Polydectes declared
herfelf pregnant, Yet more ambitious to retain the
honours of a queen, than defirous to experience the
tender cares of a mother; inflamed with amorous
pallion, or unwilling to fuffer the neglect of widow-
hood, fke fecretly intimated to the new king, That, if
he would agree to marry her, no child of his late
brother fthould ever difturb him in the poffeflion of the
Spartan throne *.

Lycureus, who had laid afide the enfigns of roy-
alty, and affumed the title of Proteffor, as foon as he
was made acquainted with the queen’s pregnancy,
thought it prudent to conceal his abhorence of her
atrocious purpofe. He feemed even to enter into her
views ; begged that fhe would take nothing that might
injure her health, or endanger her life; for he
would {o concert matters, that the fruit of her womb
fhould be no bar in the way of their mutual wifhes.
And having thus quicted her anxiety on that deli-
cate point, he took care, when the time of her
labour drew nigh, to place truft-worthy fervants about
her perfon, with ftriét orders, that if fhe brought forth
a fon, they fhould convey the child inflantly to
bim but, if a daughn:r, to leave the infant with her

women *.

%. Plut. Zit. Licwrg. 2 1d. ibid,
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Tre politic and generous Proteftor was {upping

= ith the principal Spartan magiftrates, when the

queen was delivered; and the child, proving to be a
fon, was prefented to him according to his commands.
He took the boy in his arms, and faid, addrefing him«
felf to the magiftrates, * Spartans! a king is born to
you;” then placed the infant prince in the royal feat,
and named him Charilaus, or * the people’s joy ' in

. allufion to the pleafure exprefled on the occafion, by

r

the company, at his own wife and liberal conduét,
rather than at the birth of a king *.

GENEROUS and wife, however, as the conduét of
Lycurgus was, and high as it placed him in the efteem
of all good men, it failed to diffipate the dark fufpicie
ons raifed by his enemies, and infufed into the minds
of the corrupted populace. Their felfifh hearts, ine
capable of feeling the difinterefted fentiments by which
he was actuated, afcribed his magnanimous prudence to
finifter motives. They imputed to him a defign upon
the liberties of the ftate % In order to bely thefe fuf-
picions ; to avoid the refentment of the flighted queen,
by whofe adherents they had been excited ; and fully te
wvindicate the honour of his charalter, Lycurgus cone
demned himfelf to a voluntary banifhment.

WHETHER this fage patriot had conceived, before
his departure from Sparta, the idea of reforming the
conftitution of his country, antiquity has left us to
co_njc&urc. ‘We are only told, on good authority,
that he vifited ZEgypt and Crete ®, where government
and legiflation were fuppofed to have attained the
higheft degree of perfeion. And it appears, from
his inftitutions, that he muft have carefully ftudied the

3. Flut. ubi fyp, 4 1d ibid,
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Zgyptian polity, and that the Cretan conftitution was

the model after which he framed the Spartan.

WHiILE Lycurgus was contemplating that famous
fyftem of government, the work of the elder Minos,
{which we have formerly had occafion to confider ®)
and ftoring his mind with political maxims, the king-
dom of Lacedemon was a prey to internal diffentions.
The people were turbulent, and the magiftrates with=
out authority. Even regal fway was fet at naught, by
the licentious multitude. Archelaus was a weak prince,
Charilaus 2 minor. All fubordination was loft, and
lawlefs anarchy reigned triumphant.

Trese dilorders made the Spartans feverely fenfible
of the value of their late ProteGor ; who, during his
fhort but vigorous adminiftration, had reftored do-
meftic tranquility. They accordingly fent deputies to
folicit his return’; indire@ly declaring themfelves
willing to fubmit to any body of laws, which he fhould
think neceflary for the reformation of the ftate. All
erders of men joined in the requeft

AFTER having received feveral embaffies to this pur-
pofe, Lycurgus returned to Sparta; and in compliance
~with the general with of his countrymen, affumed the

high charaéter of legiflator. But he found, on enter .

ing upon his arduous and dangerous office, more ob-
ftacles to furmount than his fagacity had forefeen;
more changes to effe€t, and confequently more preju-
dices to combat, He difcovered that, inftead of fome
partial innovations, it would be neceflary to new-mould
the conflitution of the ftate, in order to accomplifh the
defired reformation® With that view, he boldly di-

&. Lete. 11, of this work, 4. Plat Fit. Lycurg.
8. Id. ibid, 4 9. Plut, ubi, fup.
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m&ia ulebnmd vlhauyﬁm; wluch had for
its objec the perfedting of government, by an equal
divifion of power and of property.

THE Spartan legiflator, however, aware of the diffi-
culty of eftablifhing inftitutions, which would militate
fo ftrongly againft the felfifh and voluptuous pailions
of man, bethought himfelf of a happy expedient for
ﬁlcncmg all oppofition. Well acquainted with the in~
fluence of fuperftition upon the human mind, and
with the awe infpired by divine authority, he went to
the oracle of Apcllo at Delphes, before he made
known to his fellow-citizens that plan of government
which he meditated, and fully opened his purpofe to
the Sooth-faying God.. The Pythia faluted him with
the title of “ companion of the Gods ! and rather God
than man;” affured him that Apollo was propitious to
his undertaking, and that the ftate which he fhould con-
ftitute, under -the aufpices of the Prophetic Diyinity,
would prove the moft illuftrious in Greece ™.

ForTiF1En with this famous refponfe, Lycurgus
gave the name of REETR & to hisinftitutions ; there,
by infinuating, that he had received them from the
oracle™, And having thus added the voice of Heaven
to the veneration of his country, he proceeded with-
out obflruétion to the execution of his plan. His

" firft and grand ftep toward a new conftitution was, the

eltablilhment of a fenate; in order to maintain an
equilibrium of power between the Lacedzmonian kings
and people, and to reprefs the ufurpations of cither,
‘This fenate confifted of twenty-cight members, chofen -
by the legiflator from among the leading men in whom
he could moft confide. But the future ele@ion of
fenators, who commonly held their feats during .
was committed to the affembly of the people *%,

30, Plut. Fit. Lyeurg. 1. Id. ibid,

~ g9y Arift, Poiit, b, ii. Xenaph. Rep. Lacon,
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Tae Sghnan government, ﬁw m
of the fenate, was, properly fgng,
thical, ariftocratica, nor democratical, but nnxu!,
like the Britih conflitution; a compound of all
the different forms. The two kings remained, but
their {way was very limited. They were only the firflt
citizens in the ftate **. They had, however, the power
of peace and war; were enti'tled to reccive ainbaﬂ'a:
dors, and entrufted with the fuperintendence of re-
ligion **. As commanders in chief of the armies of the
republic, they had the honour of leading the van, in
all military expeditions, and of bringing up the rear
on their return ** 5 and befide being firft {erved at the
public meals, each had a double portion of victuals
afligned him *°. p
THE kings of Lacedemon, among their other pres
rogatives, enjoyed that of being perpetual prefidents
of the fenate: and the importance of this prerogative
was not fmall. The fenate alone had the right of pro- +
pofing and inveftigating public meafures. No debate
on any fuch fubjeét could originate in the aﬂ"embly tf
the people. But to the people belonged the power of
deliberating on the refolutions of the fenate, and of
ultimately fealing with approbation, or putting a ne-
gative upon every fuch refolution *7,

Tue Spartan fenate, however, notwithftanding tha;t
check upon its proceedings, was found to poflefs too
extenfive powers, and to lean too much toward regal
authority. In order to counteract this dangerous ten~
dency, and effeCtually counterbalance the prepondera«
tion of the ariftocratical part of the conftitution, Ly~
gurgus conftituted the Epbori*'; five annual magi-

13. 1d, ibid. 14, Herodot. lib, vi. 15, 1d. ibid.
36. Herodot. ubi fap. Plut. Vit. Lyarg. -
17 Xenoph. Rep. Laeon.” Plut. ubifup. :
Herodot. lib. vi.  Xenoph. ubi. o
L Gop. =
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L. ftrates, whofe properMneﬁ it was to protedt the
rights of the people, and watch over the adminiftration
of goverament *°, Thefe magiftrates were chofen by the
people in full affembly, and generally from among the
moft vigilant citizens *°,

TuE privileges of theEphori were many; and their

" controuling power was fo ftrong, that it might be

called the bridle, and they themfclves, by their coms
bining and invigorating influence, the fmews of the
Spartan ftate*’. To them it belonged to convoke,
prorogue, and diflolve, the /s and greater affemblics
of the people ; the former compofed of the inhabite
ants of the capital, the latter of the free inhabitants
of the country, including its feveral towns and villages.
They could expel, imprifon, and even punith with
death, any obnoxious fenator**. They monthly ex-
changed with the kings, whom they could fine or put
under arreft, folemn oaths of fidelity ; the kings fwear-
ing, in their own name, to govern according to the
eftablithed laws and cuftoms ; and the Ephori, in the
name of the people, to fupport the authority, and
prote@ the perfons of the princes of the bloed of

Hercules, while they thould fo reign and rule *%.

SucH was the fyftem of government founded by
Lycurgus at Sparta; 2 fyftem which, although com-
pofed of feemingly difcordant parts, remained longer
entirc, than the conftitution of any other Gracian
ftate. This permanency it chiefly owed to that equit-
able diftribution of power, which it contained ; and
whith, by a happy temperament, kept alive the jealous

Apirit of liberty, without fuffering the fhocks of the
‘dmmon of anarchy. The vigour, and even the union

19. Plato, de Zeg. lib, iii, 20. Asift. Polit. lib. i,
21, Xenoph. et Plato, ubi fupy 22, Xenoph. Rep. Zacon,
#3. Id. ibid, = of
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‘tions of rich and poor, but fenfible of the impra&ica=

“Alegiflator prohibited the ufe of gold and filver coing

Actmdmpa;mtnfanydebt,oruﬂwm“d
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mdnncfdzchgxﬂamr,bythepupetml emulation
and competition that animated the breafts of its
citizens; and which may be called the twe Brands,

by which their public virtues, their cougage and p.. A
triotifm, were kindled and fed with ﬁrc. e

|
Frowm the equitable diftribution of power, Lycurgus
proceeded to the more equal divifion of property;
aware that no people, bow well balanced foever
their government, can long retain ecither liberty
or independency, unlefs fome fenfe of national a
dignity and perfonal equality inform the mind of
every free citizen. Property, in the kingdom of :
Lacedemon, was then very unequally fbared.- A "
Jarge proportion of the people had truly no honeft \
means of fubfiftence**, The rich wallowed in abund- '
dance, while the neceffitous if not predatory poor,
were at once debafed and opprefied **,

I order to remedy thefe evils, Lycurgus, after num.
bering the people, divided the whole territory of Laco-
nia into thirty-nine thoufand equal fhares ; nine thoue
fand of which he appropriated to the citizens of Sparta,
as their particular domain; and the remaining thirty
thoufand fhares, he alligned to the inhabitants of the
country *%. Defirous yet farther to abolifh the diftine-

-
-
. Y

bility of a divifion of moveable property, the Spartan

uﬂedm,ufaraspoﬁblc,a!lthntmlndmuhnmt
and ordered that thenceforth jron money, which
took care to get ftamped and iffued, fhould only be fe

goods'f
4. Plut. Vi, Lycurg. ag. d. ibids
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_No did the auftere vigilance of Lyeurgus fop here,
That concealed wealth might not enable any man to
indulge in luxury at home, nor {uch indulgence excite
::l;c defire of riches, he commanded all the male citizens
to eat tcge'ﬁ in public, as in Crete; and each, in
turn, to contribtte his monthly quota toward the com-
mon meal *%, fifteen meffing together at one table °.
And thefe public tables, befide reprefling luxury, be-
came fo many fcheols of public virtue and political
wifdom ; the old and young freely converfing together
on all fubjects of national intereft or national glory *°.

Havixng thus provided for the internal ftability of
the ftate, the Spartan legiflator took meafures for fe-
curing it againft foreign enemies. He had aiready
in a manner annihilated private property, in order
to eradicate luxury: he now profcribed the ufual
means of acquiring wealth. Still keeping his eye on
the Cretan conftitution, without fervilely copying the
inftitutions of Minos, he committed not only the labours
of hufbandry, but the exercife of all mechanical arts,
folely to flaves, who bore the name of Helots3'; re-
ferving to the Lacedemonians, or free inhabitants of
Laconia of all defcriptions, no profeflion befide that

22. In this particular, the ordinances of Lycurgus, with refpeét to
eating in public; differed from thofe of Minos: the Cretan public
meals, perhaps more wifcly, were furnithed at the expence of the
ftate. Thofe of Sparta, regulated by public authority, were how-
wyer fufficiently meagre. The moft exquifite difb wes a kind of
pottage, known by the name of Black Broth, Plut. ubi fup.

* 29. Plut, . Lyeurg. 30. Xenoph, Rep. Lacon. Plut. #it. Zycurg,
¢ 1. The moft received opinion concerning the origin of this name
fs; That Helos, a Lacedzmonian town, having attempted to eftablifh
its independency, was reduced by force; that the. inhabitants, as 2
punifiment for their temenity, were condemned to the moft humis
Tiating flavery and precluded the pofibility of ever recovering their
Tiberty, by a law of the Spartan copncil, forbidding them to be eman«
cipated or fold to foreign ftates; and that their polterity thus multi-
plying, and being generally difperfed over Laconis, the name °€;ﬁ‘
became common to allthe Lacedzmonian flaves, afterward acquired by
conqueft or otherwife. - Vid. Aead. des Inferiph tom, xxiil, et il,l&.'nt.
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‘of arms, nor ﬁycm&ut Mor twm.
munity >,

In conformity with this fundamental law, which
conftituted the Lacedemonians 2 nation of foldiers and
politicians, Lycurgus framed a number of regulations

or making them f{uperior in prowefs, and keen-fighted
in whatever concerned the interefts of their country,
beyond every other people in Greece. And what is ftill
more to his praife, they became, in thefe particulars,
as we fhall have occafion to fee, the very men he withed
to form them; unequalled in political fagacity, mili-
tary courage, conduc, difcipline, and the whole
{cience of war. But they grew, at the fame time, in-
folent, haughty, ambitious, and cruel, as might have
“been forefeen; turning againft their neighbours, with-
~out any regard to juftice or humanity, thofe arms and
that hardy valour, which were meant for their own
defence. Yet muft I not omit the fingular, if not
in all refpeéts praife-worthy ordinances, in the code
of manners, which gave them eventually the power,
as well as the inclination, of commiting fuch violences;
and which have all a remote reference to a ftate of
hottility.

THE attention of Lycurgus to the perfonal qualities
of the people, on whofe minds he meant to ingraft
his inftitutions, difcovers a.truly philofophic fpirit,
unfettered by vulgar prejudices. He encouraged mar-
riage, and even gnjoined.t, as a duty ; but the parties
were not allowed to contract it until they had attained

3% Herod. The Romans, who recruited their legions chiﬁ!ly
from the fturdy clafs of hufbandmen ; and who aliowed patriotifm
to {pring naturally from the happy pofleflion, and free ufe of private
property, while they laid a wider bafis for powes, mifed a ﬁ.rmsr
colun of rubkcfcwmr
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and healthy children®%.  Yet farther to promote this
: 'gyeu.end, the Lacedemonian virgins, inftead of the
fedentary employments of the loom and the needle,
common to the other young women of Greece, were
ordered to bccupy themfelves, like the youths, in run<
ning, wreltling, and throwing the quoit or javelin %,
Thefe exercifes they generally performed naked, the
better to tene their fibres. And on certain high fef-
tivals they danced publicly in the fame fhamelefs condi-
tion, in order to provoke the defires of the men;
and, confcious of the influence of their charms, leer=
ingly difpenfed praife and blame to their admiring
Jovers %,

. L
"

Nor did the care of the fage legiflator for improving
the breed of the Lacedemonians flop here. As a
check upon the excefs of defire, and to prevent the
" mew-married men from emafculating their vigour in
the arms of their altive and full-formed brides, they
were commanded to fleep in the common dormitory,
along with their male companions, and durft only vifit
their wives by ftealth **. 'The early matrimonial com-
merce of the Spartans was, therefore, a kind of per-
_petual intrigue ; both fexes being obliged to contrive
1 occafions of meeting one another fecretly, and of re-
* tiring without being obferved *’. So that their paf-
fions, thus held in play, were kept from languithing ;
“while their conftitutions were preferved from fuffering,
by too frequent indulgence. » :

£ :

A1L thefe ordinances, howeyer, were not though
fufficient by Lycurgus, for giving to the bodies of hig

33 Plut. Fit. Lycurg, 34. Xenoph. et Plut. ubi fup.
35. "Plut. Vir. Lycing. 6.1d. ibid.
37 Pl ubi fope e _ >
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withed them to poflefs, and eftcemed effenzial to
the welfare of the community. He had already facrie
ficed female delicacy on the altar of patriotifm, in
commanding the young women to wreftle and dance
publicly without any veil to modefty : he next offered
up conjugal fidelity to the fame idol ; and with it all
jealoufy in the intercourfe of the fexes. Married
women, like all other property, may be faid to have
been held in common at Sparta. Huibands were per=
mitted to borrow each others wives; and even required,
under certain circumfitances, to lend the partners of
their bed, for the purpofe of mending the breed .
And this pretence was {o eafily forged, that young and
handfome married perfons, who happened to be lefs
fortunately matched, found little difficulty in recipro=
cally contributing to the fupport of the ftate, while
they indulged their mutual wifhes.

Burt the pefefting of the Spartan breed demanded
2 yet higher facrifice than either virgin modefty or the
fandtity of the marriage-bed ; a facrifice over which
humanity muft ever mourn, though ftrictly enjoyned
by the laws of Lycurgus. All children, as foon as
born, were ordered to be carried to a public office,
where certain aged perfens were appointed to examine
them ; and if they happened to be difeafed, feeble, or
deformed, they were thrown into a deep cavern in the
neighbourhood of mount Tygetus. But if they were
well-fhaped, ig and healthy, they were delivered to
nutfes provided by the ftate * ; and who by their fkill,
in judicioufly co-operating with nature, became famous
_over Greece, and perhaps faved as many lives as the
feverity of the legiflator deftroyed.
Y ;

a2, Xenoph, Bep, Zacn. Plut, Fit, Lyewrg. et Numa.
i9 Id. ibid,
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PARTL At feven years of age the boys were
A== their parcnts, and put under public preceptors; no

 mog L ",_._'i- ,

Lacedentonian being permitted to rear, or educate his
children, but according to the thode prefcribed by law.
The preceptors were chofen from among people of the
firlt confideration, and feem to have regarded theme
felves as fathers of the children of the ftate. Accord-
ingly their chief objeft, in educating the Spartan
youths, was to mould the paffions, fentiments, and
ideas of their pupils, to that form which might beft
affimilate with the ‘conftitution of the republic; and
fo to exercife the powers of both body znd mind,
as toraife them to the higheft poffibility of performe
ing every thing ufeful to the community; to make
them bold, vigilant,- and fkilful warriors, yet obe-

‘dient foldiers; with a ftrong fenfe of honour, ftimu-

Tated to heroic deeds by. the defire of applaufe and ap-
prehenfion of thame, but ever ultimately governed by
the love of their country, which might be confidered
as the main fpring of their fouls *°.

THE Spartan education and difcipline could fcarcely
be faid ever to ceafe. After twelve years of age the
boys, whofe former mode of life had been abundantly
auftére, were permitted to wear only one garment,
and that equally in winter as in fummer; to fleep on
no better beds than reeds, which they themfelves muft
gather: and they were compelied to go barefooted at all
feafons. As they approached manhood, their difcipline
was increaled in aufterity ; their ftated labours, which
left them hardly 2 vacant hour in the day, being

. augmented, in order to curb the impetuous paffions of

'youth *'. Nor was there found any remiffion of thofe Iz«
bours, unlefs during military fervice. Then manyindule

. 40, Xeooph. et Plot. ubi fup.
_ 41 Plut. Pit, Lycwry, Xenoph, Rep, Lacens
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gences were wifely allowed; and to fuch a degtee,
that the camp might be regarded as a fcene of cafe
and luxury by the Lacedzemonians, who there took
pleafure in adorning their perfons, and feemed to give
up their hearts to mirth**. Before the age of thirty,
no man was allowed to take part in public affairs at
Sparta. For ten years later, it was not reputable for
the Laced=monians to devote themfelves to political or
juridical buftnefs ; and fixty years of perfevering vir-
tue were neceflary to entitle any candidate to a feat in
the fenate *3,

To thefe civil ordinances Lycurgus added certain
military maxims, or laws, in the fame fpirit. He for-
bid the Spartans to furround their city with walls,
left fecurity fhould lead the them to remit their
vigilance in its defence; and he enjoined them not
to purfue, after battle, a flying foe, for various
reafons—Ileft their ardour fhould blind them againft
latent danger; the utter deftruction of their enemies
unftring the nerve of their courage, or the thirft
of conqueft incite them to covet extenfive domi=
nion, which his inflitutions were not calenlated to
preferve . He allo forbid them to make war by fea;
which, as he had cut the finews of their commerce, in
abolifhing the ufe of the precious metals, he knew they
could not fupport : and he defired them to beware of
continuing hoftilities long againft the fame people, left
they fhould teach their adverfaries their method of
fighting . He made it fhameful for them to fly be~
fore an enemy, how fuperior foever in force 3 fo that
death or vitory, in battle, was the lot of every Lace-
demonian ; or a fate worfe than death, difgrace! an
infamy, that excluded them from all civil and military

. employments *°.

42, 1d. ibid, #43. Xenoph. ubi fup. 44. Plut. i, Lycurg. :

#5-1d. ibid. 46. Xenoph, Repubs Lasen
'vd"l Il . x m



1Ix order toen&bk}the Lm:dmnonnns to maintain,
in the field, that hlgh military character, which the
tone of their bodies and the temper of their minds, as

formed by the laws of Lycurgus, were fo well fitted to
fupport, their forces were arranged in a malterly man-
ner, and nearly refembling the difpofition of the armies
of modern Europe 7. The Spartan army was formed
into a certain number of Mores or brigades, com-
pofed cach of four Lochei or regiments. The Lochos,
which confifled of five hundied and twelve men, was
divided into four Pentccoityes, and each Pentecollys
into four Enotomies®. All thefe different bodies,
from the Mora downward, werc commanded by offi-
cers {ubordinate in rank to each other; and the whole
army, by one of the joint kings of Lacedzmon +°.

Tue Spartan troops were uniformly cloathed in Red,
by the direclion of Lycurgus ; in order to prevent the
foldiers from perceiving their lofs of blood, or the
enemy from difcovering their wounds *°.  Their arms
confifted of large bucklers, pikes or fpears of moderate
length, and ftrong fhort fwords, with two edges*'.
Thejr advanced to battle with the greateft alacrity, yet

“moft exa@ regularity, keeping time with their fteps

to the found of flutes or fifes **; and fo perfedt was
their difcipline, that through the hotteft engagement,
they preferved unbroken that beautiful order with
which they began the aQion, and which enabled them
to give a celerity to all their evolutions, and an im-

47, Xenophon afcribes the military, as well as the civil code of
Sparta, to Lycurgus. But that enlightened philufopher and hiltorian
lived in too late an age to be aple to judge, with any degree of accn-
sacy, what arrangements were made by the fapient legiflatar, and what
might be attributed to fubfequent improvements.

AR, Thucyd, lib. v. et Xenoph, Repub. Lacon. | 49, K. ibide
50. Xenoph. Repub. Locon. 51, Id. ibid,
"S- M ‘ﬁ{vpl m n‘l LM|
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pulfe to their efforts, that filled their enemies at once LE
with admiration and terror *3,

Bur the auftere inftitutions of Lycurgus, which, in
raifing to fuch a height the political and military vir-
tues of the Lacedemonians, paid no regard to the mil-
der qualities, to the culture of the heart; and which,
by infpiring a ferocity of difpofition, that threw a kind
of horror over their manners, may be faid to have de-
bafed, inftead of ennobling the character of man, were
very unfriendly to general happinefs.

ATTENTIVE only to the fafety of the ftate, the
Spartan legiflator, in forming a community of patriotic
foldiers, always ready for ation, forgot that they were
free citizens, who had a right to tafte of every focial
delight, and to difpofe of their time and their talents
as they thought proper, unlefs in a feafon of danger;
not the hireling bands of a defpot, whofe intereft it
is to extinguifh every fentiment of humanity, and
ftrangle every finer feeling in its birth, in order to
render the inftruments of his tyranny more fit for their
barbarous fervice. For the Lacedzmoniaus, in the full
enjoyment of political freedom, were the flaves of their
own legiflative fyftem ; which, by a bold effort of fpe-
culation, may be faid to have founded the welfare of
the republic on the mifery of the individuals that com=
pofed it. ‘

As in forming a community of foldiers Lycurgus
forgot that they were citizens, in forming citizens he
forgot that they were men, endowed by nature with
many generous pallions, and capable of reciprocating
many noble fentiments, befide thofe that concerned
the ftate: h* therefore not only endeayoured to re=

R 53. Xenoph. Repub. Lason,
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~ PART L 'move to 2 diftance every thing that might minifter to
%=~ Juzury or effeminiacy, but to crufh in the bud all the

fofter {ympathies, and leave the Lacedamonians no
other paflionbut the love of glory and of their country.
He attempted to make them fuperior to intercft, to
pleafure, and even to pain **; to flifle in their breafts
the voice of natural affe€tion, with all the charities of
father, fon, and brother **. The Spartan and the pa-
triot {wallowed up every inferior relation, and with
them all the domeftic virtues, and all the {weets of
private life.

PrivATE happinels, which cannot fubfift without
the affetionate difcharge of domeftic duties, is how-
cver the only folid foundation for public virtae, na-
tional profperity, or public happinefs. And true
patriotifm, and true heroiim, are intimately conneéted
with humanity of difpofition and generofity of fpirit.
But the Spartans, of all people ever dignified with the
appellation of civilized, were perhaps the moft obdurate
and illiberal. And that complexion of heart and mind
was the neceflary effect of their auftere education and
political {yftem. Having properly no employment but
that of arms, to which they were trained from their
infancy, and few tender cares, they loft all compaffion
for the fufferings of their fellow-creatures; or if they
retained any fympathetic affe¢tion, it was only for the

54. On the annual celchration of a feflival, iplituted by Lycurgus
in honour of Diana Orthia, all the Spartan boys were whipped, until
the blood ran down upon the alear of that cruel goddefs, And this
flagellation was performed in prefence of the magiftrates of the city,
and under the eye of fathers and mothers; who, inftead of compaf-
fionating their children, ready to expire from the feverity of the
lafhes, to which they frequently fell martyrs, exhorted them to fuffer
patiently the difcipline inflicted, and without feeming to be confcious
of any uuealy fenfation. Cicero, Tufeul, lib, v. Paufan. lib, iii. Plut.
Fit. Lycurg. ~ 55. See what was formerly faid concerning
the inquelt upon new-born infants; &
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companions of their dmgefs and toils. For the un-/LET
armed Helots, by whofe induftry they fubfifted, they
had no bowels of pity.

NEevER was human nature fo degraded, as in the
abject condition of this miferable clafs of men, who
might have envied the lot of labouring cattle. As if
their dog-fkin cap, and fheep-fkin veit, had not been
fufficicnt to remind them of their fervile ftate, they
were compelled to fubmit, once a day, to a certain
number of ftripes, without having deferved them from
their imperious mafters *%, They were prohibited every
thing liberal or manly, and every thing humiliating,
and even debafing, was commanded them *7. A ftately
figure, or graceful mien, if difcovered in any of their
young men, was equal to a fentence of death : the ill-
fated youth was inftantly difpatched, and his mafter
was fined for too much indulgence **.  The Helots, in
a word, were at once the flaves of the public and of !
private perfons. They were accordingly lent in com-
mon; and, to complete their misfortunes, any one
might wantonly punith them for the fihalleft fault, and
to any degree, as they had no power of clnlmmg the
protection of the laws *°,

¢
|
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WE muft not, however, aferibe to the difciplined
inhumanity of the Spartans all the cruclties practifed
upon the wretched Helots. Some of thefe may be im-
puted to a radicai defect in theg political arrangements of
Lycurgus, rather than to the aufterity of life impofed
by his inftitutions. By committing the labours of huf-
bandry, and the exercife of all mechanical arts, ex-
clufively to flaves, inftead of fharing them with, if not
afligning them folely to an inferior order of free men,

56. Athen. kib. vi. xiv. . §7. Plut. 7it, Lyeurg,
5% AMben. ubifup. - 59. 1d. ibid. =
& S X3 . whe
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~ who would have augmont:dthc power of the flate,

" and become its firmer fupport in every feafon of danger,

he raifed up, in the accumulating numbers of the He-
lots, a formidable body of internal enemies; ever
watchful of an opportunity to recover their freedom,
and take vengeance on their cpprefors.

THE jealous fears, and alarming apprehenfions, ne=
ceflarily refulting from {uch a perilous fituation, made
the Lacedemonians have recourfe to many cruel mea-
fures for breaking the fpirit, and thinning the growth of
the Helots. One atrocious expedient, or rather inftitu-
tion, for the latfer purpofe, named the CRYPITIA or
ambufiade, is too fingular, and well attefted to be
omitted in the hiftory of this extraordinary pt:oplc,
though humanity fhudders at the recital.

TaHE public preceptors occafionally ordered fome
alert Spartan youths, feletted for that horrid purpofe,
to difperfe themfelves in the country, armed with a
dagger, and furnithed with fome neceflary provifions.
The better to execute their barbarous commiffion,
they commonly concealed themfelves in unfrequented
places through the day; and fallying forth at night,
affaflinated all the Helots they could find. At other
times, they wantonly fell upon thefe unarmed men,
and unhappy victims of political jealoufly, in the fields
by day, and put to the dagger the ftrongeRt and moft
comely of them *,

BuT this horrid inftitation, (which is aferibed by
Ariftotle to Lycurgus) and every other occafional ex-
pedient being found infufficient to prevent the over-
growth of the Helots, it was ufual for the prcri, we
are told, in entering upon office, to declare war

“ ’MWJ@M:'-
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MucH honour is, however, dueto Lycurgus; ‘after
every deduCtion from the merit of his inftitutions. He
is the only legiflator in ancient or modern times, who:
has made the breed of the human race anobjeé of na-
tional policy ; and if he had paid as much attention to
the moral, as to the phylical qualities of man, he
would have been the greateft cultivator of his fpecies
the world ever knew. For the age in which he lived,
he was a prodigy of civil wifdom, political fagacity,
and military {kill. And his country {oon experienced
the falutary effects of his laws. They gave fuch tone
to the Spartan conftitution, that the Lacedemonians,
lately a diftracted and divided people, began inftantly
to aét with concert and vigour, and fecretly afpared at
dominion over the neighbouring {tates.

IrmiTus, king of Elis, attentive to the progrefs of
this ambition, and fenfible of his inability to contend
with the Spartan power, ingenioufly contrived to fe-
cure his territory, and promote the welfare of his fub-
jeéts, by a policy very different from that of Lycurgus.
Taking advantage of a tradition, That the Heraclidze,
in bequeathing to his anceftor Oxylus the country of
Elis, or Llia, and the guardianihip of the temple of

. Jupiter at Olympia, had confecrated this diftriék to
the prefiding Divinity, he cndcavoured to iatereft all
the defcendants of Hercules, and even all Greece in
its prote&ion. Inorder ﬁ confirm the received tradi-
tion, and thus encircle his kingdom with a wall of
fandlity, he applied to the oracle of Apollo at D%
for the Tenewal of certain facred games which had, in

more an‘:ién.t times, been occafionally o:l.gbnud on

61, Asifty Poii, lib. ii, b
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PART L the fertile banks of the river Alpheus, near the city of
?‘?‘_“"’ Pyfa, in honour of the Olympian God **.
8
[

. . THE minifters of fuperftition, ever willing to extend
its fway, readily liftened to the requeft of Iphitus. He
obtained a refponfey, as favourable to his purpofe, as
he could have withed. The difcontinuance of thofe

. Jacred games, he was told by the Pythia, or fuppofed
divinely infpired prieftefs, having drawn down the in-
ke dignation of Jupiter, and of Hercules, his deified fon,
| by whom they were firft celebrated, had been the caufe
of all the calamities, with which Greece had long been
affliCted ®*. The king of Elis was, therefore, com-
manded by the Oracle to proclaim a truce, or general
ceflation of arms, to all the Gracian ftates, that were
willing to partake in the Olympian feftival, or defirous

of averting the vengeance of the offended God *%.

- InvEsTED with fuch high authority, Iphitus took
meafures, for not only renewing the Olympic games,
but conneling them intimately with the moft folema
i religious ceremonies, and rendering their celebration
perpetual and regular; eyery fifth year, orafter an in-
terval of four gomplete years .  And the fpirit of the
times, and the genius of the Grecian people, happily
confpired with the views of the Elian prince.

No fooner was the armiftice proclaimed, than all
_ men defirous of diftinguithing themfelves by feats of

ftrength or agility, repaited t6 Olympia. There hoftile
animofity being laid afide, the fubjeéts of the feveral
ftates of Greece joined in one common facrifice to
Jupiter, and emuloufly contended for the palm of

63. Paufan. lib. v. UL 6 W ihids
64. Patan. ubifup. Phlcgon. ap. Euleb. Chron
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glory in various Kinds of gymnaftic exercife *°.  And
fo ftrong was the paflion of the Greeks for athletic & j.
competitions, that the Olympic Games gontinued to - 1
be celebrated with {plendor for more than a thoufand

years; and with fuch regularity, that the Olympiad

became the great canon by which the Greeks computed .
time. Hence the rapturous exclamation of the IGF-
ed Scaliger:

“ O #ow fortunate was ity that the ancient Greeks -
¢ fhould think of celebrating, with fo much devotion,
 every fifth year, their Olympic Games ! Hail, vene-
“rable Olympiad ! thou guardian of dates angd wmrag! 4
¢ affertrix of hiftorical truth, and curb upon the wild
« licentioufnefs of chronologers!—But for thee, all
“things would ftill have been covered under the
¢¢ thick veil of darknefs “7.” ' g

THE civil and political influgnee of thofe games
upon the wbm*e Gracian people, to whom their peri~

66. The five gymnaftic exercifes moft celebrated by the ancients,
and which were exhibited in fucceflion st Olympis, when the games
‘had artained their perfect form, confifted of running, leaping, .
ling; throwing the difk or quoit, and boging. Tothele mcm
in more polified times, two cqueilrian exercifes; the d'lm‘m’-rm,
and common horfe-race, (Puufan. lib. v, vi.) Iphitus is fuid to have

at firft revived only the foot-race, or fadion ; fo called frem the length |
of the courfe, which confifted of the eighth part of a Grecian mile,

or about an hundred and twenty-five Englifh paces  Scc Welk's o |
Jertat. on the Olympic Gomes, et audk. cit, and 1\!- Burettg, Memeirer |

I.'Academie Royal des Tnfeription et Belles Lettres. ' @
67. Scalig. Glron. Eufeh, Chronolegers in genepal, however, do
.mot computs the Olympiads ffom the inftitution of the Olympic fefti- |

val by Iphitus, but from the twenty-eighth ccleb Corccbus

is faid to have been widtor in the foot-ruce, anc hundred cight years Y
Iaur‘s::nmum:yum?umrmnfaﬁmm&m, )
cither civil or military, during that long interval, Sir ifaac Newton |
Asems fully jultified in firiking it outy and affixing the fame date to 4
“both events; namely,.the year 776 before the Chriftisners. And his N |
chronology, in this particular, has here beea followsd, in preference to |
+has comumonly received. : : |

odical
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PARTL gdigal celchration, at Olympia, fupplied the want of
:’ m a common capital, and became a centre of focial and
~ fiicred uhion, as well as a field of generous emulation,

was preat beyond the example of any fimilar inftitution
in the hiftory of the haman race ®*.  But this fubje@ I
fhall afterward have occafion to illuftrate in tracing
rogrefs of fociety in Greece.  Here it will, there-
fore, be fufficient to obferve, that the inflitution of the
« Olympic feftival was followed by particular political
advantages, which far exceeded the moft fanguine
hopes of Iphitus. It ferved not only to protect the
little territory of Elis againft the dreaded invafion of
more powerful neighbours, but gave a kind of facred
charaéter to the inhabitants, as the hereditary prieft-
hood of Jupiter. War could never approach their
eouniry, without drawing down upon the impious in-
vaders the wrath of Heaven ®°.  Hence they neglected
to fortify theiftowns, and devoted themfelves chiefly

to agriculture and the pleafures of a country life 7.

-

[ 4

BuT the lands of every people in Peloponnefus
were not, like thofe of the Elians, proteéted by facred
bulwarks, The Lacedemonians therefore, in finding
the growth of their power, under their auftere infli-
tutions, and in projeting the confequent enlargement
of their territory, caft their eyes upon other adja-
cent flates; and, after trying their arms and new
dilcipline againft the Arcadians and Argives, who

, .
* 68, See Welt's Diffirtat. on the Olympic Gamus, fe. xvii. ct audk, cit,
- 69'. Strabo, lib, viii.

- 7o Polybius, lib.iv. Nor could they engage in gfiafive swar, as
we learn from, Phlegon, (ap. Eufeb. Chron.) without violezing their
facred char#ler. Being difpofed to take part in fuch a wur, they fent
toDelphos to know the fenfe of the Oracle of Apollo. The Pythia
anfwered, in the name of the God, * Defend your own country, if
# attacked, until the return of the fifth year, which brings peace with
# it; but refrain from war, being yourfelves the examples and arbiters
# of amity wud concord in Greece.”  Phlegon. ap. Eufeb. Ghrea.



daries, the kingdom of Meffenia was finally marked out
by the difciples of Lycurgus astthe objeét of Spaitm
ambition 7', 2
- -

TrAT fertile country, which lay to the weft of Las
conia, and on the coaft of the Tonian fed, was flill
governed by the defcendants of Crefphontcs to whom
it had fallen, as formerly related, in the divifion of
the conquefts of the Heraclidze 7.  But neithera fenfe
of this comman cenfanguinity, nor a confcioufuels

that the people of the two flates were of the fame

Doric origin, could preven: the kings of Lacedsemon
from forging various pretences for quarrcllﬁ with
their Meffenian neighbours. Repeated injuries ace
cordingly took place on both fides, and were repcatedl,f
retaliated by each party. %
Ar length the Spartans, having fecretly completed
their military preparations, and bound themfelves by
oath not to defift from hoftilities until they had accom.-
plithed their purpofe, invaded the Meflenian territory
without any declaration of war; and, as an awful
prelude to the projected conqueft, took pofleflion of
Ampheia, a frontier town, after putting the unaﬁned
inhabitants to the fword 7%, :
B
RousEd rather than difeouraged by that unex-
pected blow, Euphaes, king of Meflenia, purfued the
moft efficacious meafures for defeating the defigns of
the enemy.  Senfible of hLis inability to contend, in
the field, with the difciplined valour of the Lacedze<
monians, he ordered his fubjeéts to mh-relagu»kthd

fortificd towns, and warch every opportunity of fillye

y1. Juftin, b, jii. Paplat, Lk, ipe . 7% Let.IV,

75 Paufua. lib, j i,
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For four years did he adhere to this p'lah of defenfive
war, before he ventured to collet his forces. At
Iaft thinking the Meflenians {ufficiently trained to
arths, he plieed himfelf at their head, and led them
wward the frontiers of Laconia.
“ » ¥

,ELATE’E with the profpeét of a decifive tnal of
+ ftwength, which they had {o long fought in vain; and
of afcertaining, by a general engagement, the iﬁ'ut: of
a2 tedious war, the Lacedemonians, who had remitted
‘their ineffectual efforts to reduce the Meflenian towns,
gagerly flew to arms; and marched to Meet their ex-
afperated enemies with all the confidence of victory.
The Mellenians did-not decline the combat. But the
martial ardour of both aymies was checked by certain
unforefeen cm’:umi’tanc$ by the fudden {weliing of
2 rivulet, timt interfected the plain between them,
and the fubfequent interpofition of night. And next
morning, the Spartan generals found the Meflenian
camp fo {trongly fortified, that they judged it prudent
to,Jead home their difhearéened troops, withaut at-
‘letnpl:mg to ftorm it 7%,

: Tae auftere fathcrs of the fenate, enraged at the
pufillanimous behaviour of their younger countrymen,
reproached them with the violation of their oath, and
ordered them again to take the field. The difgrace
was felt by every order in the ftate, and the moft vi«

gorous mealures were taken for mpmg it off., The
whole military force of Laconia was aflembled ; and,
after fetting alide a fufficient number of free men for
the internal fafety of the country, anoﬁi:nﬁvearmyof
twmy thoufand comb:tauts was muftered. ©

74 Paufan, lib iv, :
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pus and Polydorus, the two kings of Lacedemon, was
oppofcd by the Meffenian army under Euphaes, in the
neighbourhood of Ampheia. Though confcious of his
inferiority in numbers and in dilcipline, the Meflenian
prince refolved to give battle to the enemy 3 trufting
for fuccefs to the intrepid valour infpired by patrigt-
ifm, to the thunder-cloathed arm of vengeance, and
the gigantic efforts of defpair. Filled with that+heroic
fentiment, he thus addreffed his faithful {ubjeéts, and
the affociates of his danger: It is not only for your
% king and country that you are to fight, as the me-
“ lancholy fate of Ampheia will inform you: it is for
* your lives and liberties, and for thofe of all that are
% dear to you; of your fathers, brothers, wives; and
“ chifdren 77.”

Ar thefe words the Meflenians rufhed into 2é&tion,
agitated by all the paflions that can inflame hoftile ani-
molfity, or give perfeverance to fortitude. The Spar-
tans, yetin the bloom of youthful manhood,
their impetuous antagonifts with the cool courage of
experienced veterans. DBut the Spartan phalanx, al.
though firm, wanted ftrength to fuftain the collected
blows that were hurled againft it by the Meflenian cow
lumn. The call to exertion was not equal. Ambi-
tion, the love of glory, and the fear of fhame, Were
feeble incitements, in comparifon of the m@tives by
which the Meflegians were actuated. The ranks of
the Spartans were accordingly broken by the vigorous
jmpulfe of their more awakened competitors; whofe
rapid {hock was irrefiftible. :

THE d:fmpiuc’of Sparta however, in t!ul ‘extrea
mity, gave her troops an advantage which difcipline
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it enabled them again to form, and

A== difpute the ficld with the feemingly vi€torious enemy.

s Lue

But during the momentary confufion, the ftrength of
individuals had been tried ; perfonal injuries and in-
fults had been given and received ; and the pride of
perfonal prewefs was now added ‘to martial ardour.
Even the contending kings were fired with this paf-
fion. Regardlefs of the laws of war or the diftates of
humanity, man encountered man with the ferocity of
the lion and the tyger, and with all the rancour of
private revenge. The battie raged more hotly than
ever. No quarter was given, no mercy was craved.
The dying warrior fpent the laft effort of his ftrength
in dealing vengeance, or in animating his companions
to infliét it on the foe. The carnage on both fides was
dreadful 5 yet was the conteft maintained with una-
bated courage by both, when night put a ftop to the
bufinefs of death. And, what is not a little remark-
. able, neither party laid claim to vi€tory; but each,
when morning appeared, craved a fufpenfion of arms
for the purpofe of burying the flain 7°. The Spartans
afterward retired, without offering to renew the ftrug-
gle for dominion ; nor did the Meflenians attempt to
lift a fword, for the farther eflablifment of their in-

dependency 7.

Bur although the bloody confli&t was thus left un-
decided;’ the flate of the contending powers was very
different after the battle. If the Spartans had not
caufe to rejoice, they had great room for confolation,
and even for hope. They had loft thie flower of their
army ; but that lofs could foon be repaired by a com-
~munity of foldiers. The Meflenians had fuffered no
lefs feverely ; and they could not recruit their forces

76. Paufag. lib. iv, 77 1. ibid*
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_ Ix confequence of the former inroads of the Lace-
demonians, who had induftrioufly deftroyed the fruits
of the earth, and cruelly cut off the hufbandman with
his hopes, the Meffenians in the fortified towns had
been reduced to the neceflity of fubfifting upon un
wholefome food ; and famine was now followed by
peftilence, its ufual attendant, which rendered the in-
habitants of the {maller towns unable to refift the re-
newed aflfaults of the ravaging enemy. As a defpe-
rate remedy for thefe evils, Euphaes ordered his peos
ple to abandon thofe abodes of mifery, and take re-
fuge with him among the mountains of Ithome ; in a
place {trongly fostified by nature, and which he fur-
rounded with works that made it impregnable in that
age 7%,

THE firlt public meafure which the Meflenians took,
after fheltering themfelves in Ithome, was to confult
the Delphic oracle concerning their future deftiny, and
the means of appeafing the anger of the Gods; they
being flill apprehenfive of famine, and affli€led with
the contagious diftemper it had occafioned. The
Pythia, who is fuppofed to have been umder Spartan
influence, replied, That they muft f{acrifice a virgin of
the royal race, in order to procure the interceflion of
Apollo. The lots were accordingly caft; and the
daughter of Lycifcus, fprung from Zpytus, the fon of
Crefphontes, was marked out as the viétim, But the
paternal affetion of Lycifcus proved ftronger than his
public virtue. Although the diviner declared that re«
puted daughter to be fuppofitious, and, therefore, not
3 proper facrifice, he went fecretly over to the enemy,

78. Paufan. ubi fup,
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AvLARMED at this defertion, the defponding Meffe-
" mnians were ready to fink under their fuperftitious ter-
rors, when Ariftodemus, the head of a diftinguifhed
branch of the royal family, patriotical'y offered to fa-
erifice his amiable and undifputed daughter, for the
prefervation of his diftrefled country.  Butagainit that
cruel facrifice new objections were urged. An en-
amoured youth, to whom the maiden had been be-
trothed, infifted that fhe was not at her father’s dif-
pofal but his. And finding this argument difregarded,
he daringly afirmed, in order to fave his beloved bride,
that the danghter of Ariftodemus, not being a virgin,
could not fatisfy the requifition of the oracle; pro-
tefted that fhic had yielded to the ardour of his paffion,
although their marriage rites had not yet been cele-
brated ; and that fhe wis now pregnant, in confequcncc
of fuch criminal indulgence.

ENRAGED at the impudent attempt to fix a ftain
upon the honour of his daughter, and blind to the gene-
yous motive, the indignant father {lew her with his
own hand ; and publicly ripped up her womb, in proof
of her innocence *°.  'That innocence was parhcncally
acknowledged by the fighs and tears of the agomzmg
multitude, who imprecated vengeance on the impious
calumniator. The Meffenian priefts, however, de-
manded anothe s victim, as this had not been regularly
facrificed. But Euphaes, fupported by the voice of
all the families of the Herculean race, declaved that
the command of the oracle had been fully complied
with, as the blood of a royai virgin had been fhed;
the manner of facrificing being of no importance *.

9. Paufan. lib. iv. 8o, 1d. ihid,
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with Heaven was made, prepared themfelves refolute~ _.::p
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TuE perfevcrance of the Meflenians in this refolu- -
tion, and the obftinacy of the Lacedemonians in pur-
fuing their utter deftruétion, awakened more ftrongly
the attention of the people of the neighbouring
ftates. The Arcadians and Argives, who had long
been jealous of the domineering fpirit, and am-
bitious views of the difciples of Lycurgus, came toa
refolution to fupport the king of Meflenia ; while the
Corinthians, a maritime and commercial people, whofe
interefts did ngt interfere with thofe of Sparta, leagued
themfelves with that republic **,

In confequence of thefe alliances, the war in Pelo-
ponnefus became mare general. Emboldened by the
prefence of their confederates, the Meflenians ven<
tured again to quit their fortifications, and face the
exulting enemy in the field. In the firft regular en-
gagement, they gained an advantage over the Lacedz-
monians, but loft their gallant king. He was mor~
tally wounded in animating his men by his heroic ex-
ample, and his body was with difficulty recovered ¥,

EupHAES, having left no iffue, was fucceeded in
the Meflenian threne by Ariftodemus ; whofe valour
and conduét juftified the choice of his fellow-citizens,
in conferring on him the difputed fceptre, For five
years did he baffle all the effortsof Sparta to fubvert the
liberties of his country ; and, in one great battle, hé
defeated the united forces of the Corinthians and La-
cedemonians. But the difficulty of fupporting his
army in a country that had been fo long the fcene of

- 82. Paufan. lﬂnhm‘ct% $3. 1d.3bid.
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vaders, who were conftantly reinforced with freth
troops, drove him 2t laft to defpair. He ftabbed him-
felf on the tomb of that daughtcr, whom he had fero-

cioufly {lain **.

*T'uE Meflenians now deftitute of a leader, in whofe
abilities they could confide, abandoned Ithome, after
fuftaining a fiege of five months. The more refolute
fpirits fought independency among their allies, in Ar-

«cadia and Argos, or in more diftan* countries; and

the remainder of the people, difperfed over that terri-

.tory, which was now become an acceflion to the king-

dom of Lacedmmon, were forced to gfubmit to fuch
conditions as the haughty victors thought fit to impofe
upon them **. They were required to pay to their
conquerors, after taking an oath of allegiance, one

+half of the annual produce of their lands; and, asa

mark of their {ubje@ion, a certain number of both
{exes were ordered to appear at Sparta in mourning,
on the death of her kings and {enators *°

Sven was the iffue of the firft Meflenian war;
after which Greece appears to have enjoyed profound
pedce, for feveral years, and an uncommon degree of
internal tranquillity. Population rapidly increafed;
and the adventurous Greeks, not having fufficient

.yoom at home, continued to diffufe themfelves in co-

lonies.  Befide. their fuccefsful emigrations to the
‘neighbouring iflands and the coalt of Afia Minor, al-
ready mentioned, they had early eftablifhed fettle-
“ments in the iflands of Cyprus, “Sicily, and Sar-
dinia; and in the fouthern divifion of Italy, after-
ward 'lmowu by the name of Magna Gracia *". But

84. Paufan. lib, iv. 85. Id. ibid. 86. Paufan. ubi fup.
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" thefe ﬁrﬂ i‘ettlcmenta were of fmall ooafderamn,
comparifon of thofe tﬁat fucceeded them.. '

TuE Corinthians now founded iri Sicily the famous |
city of Syracufe, which quickly rofe to eminence, and
became the capital of a wealthy and powerful ﬂ:atc.
They alfo planted a colony in the ifland of Cos
in the Ionian fea; and that colony foon fpread itfelfto
the neighbouring continent, and founded in Ilyricum
‘the cities of Epidamnus and Apollonia®. Mean="
while a body of emigrants from Chalcis, in Eubceas
(an ifland on the coaft of Attica, and early peopled by
the Athenians) under the conduét of & Meflenian
chief, and fupported by a band of his brave but unfor-
tunate countrymen, gavea beginning to the renowned
city of Rhegium ; feated on the extreme point of Italy,
which narrows the Sicilian firait *°.  And Tarcntum, o e |
no Yefs diftinguifhed among the towns of Magna
Greecia, was founded during the fame tranquil periody y
by a body of Spartan refugees®. The circumftances "
which occalioned this laft em:gtat;on, are fufﬁclcntf]'
curious to merit a ﬂaortﬂbtad. ,

Tuk firft Meffenian war havmg béen -pi‘dtra&ed ﬁ!‘ |
yond expectation, the Spartin wives became mlpaﬁent -
at the abfence of their hufbands; and reprefented to
them, That the ftate would be riined unléfs population
was continued, fhould they even prove ultirhately fuc-
cefsful in theif eaterprife. In ordereo provide dgainft

‘fhat danger, withoat violatiig the oath by which théy

“ﬁ‘éd bound thémfelves; at fetting cut on the fecond ex- r
Héd:tton, ““'not to return home until they had (abduéd - -~
€ their énémies,” thefe inflexible warriors éame toafin< 5 -
*gliar ?dfduﬁcn (Fhey fent back, with the‘comfent of

‘%‘ ‘fhe young men in the ‘atmy who were
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mi uncbt the mﬂmrynge at the time the oath was taken,
and enjoined them to cohabit promifcuoufly with the
married women *,

Tue boys that fprung from this irregular commerce

‘were diftinguifhed by the name of Parthenians, in al-

lufion to the condition of their mothers °®*. And lit-
tle delicate as the Lacedzmonians were, in regard to
the integrity of the perfons of their wives, they were
not fo devoid of all moral fentiment, as to overlook the
public ftain in the birth of the Partherians. After the
clofe of the war, thefe unhappy children of luft and
political neceflity were, therefore, held in contempt by

“sthe conquerors of Meflenia.  As they knew not their

fathers, they belonged to no family, and could claim

. no inheritance, although entitled to all the other privi-

leges of Spartan citizens. .

2 Tuis defpifed and neglected condition induced the

Parthenians to affociate clofely together in youth; and,
when they arrived at the age of manhood, even to
league themfelves in confederacy with the deprefled

Helots. A plot which they had formed againit the
ftate was difcovered ; yet were they treated with fingu~

Jar lenity. Infiead of being punifhed in proportion to
the degree of their criminality, they were only ex-
pelled the commmnty 3 and, in order to remove them
t0 a greater diftgnce, and thus cfﬁ:&uaﬂy prevent their
future machinations, they were furnifhed with every
thing neceffary for eftablifhing a fettlement beyond the
limits of Peloponnefus®. They accordingly emi-
grated under the conduél of Philanthus, their leader
in the abortive confpiracy; and, having croffed the
Ionian fea, they landed on the foutli-eaft coat of Italy,

91 Panfun.lib. iv. Strabo, b, vi. Juftin, l:’b.ll "
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and there built the city of Tarentum, at the bottom of LETTER

the delightful bay to shich it had the honour of giving
the fame name®%,

A¥TER the expulfion of the Parthenians, the La-
cedemonians enjoyed almoft thirty years of public and
domeitic peace. And during the greater part of that

term, as well as during the ten years immediately prea -

ceding it, the Meflenians quietly fubmitted to the
hard conditions impofed upon them by their imperious

mafters. But their fervitude became, at length, too

grievous to be patiently borne, by men who had not
loft all memory of their former independency, or to
whom any hope remained of recovering the rights of a
free people. The boldeft youths of the fecond genera~
tion, who had not experienced the calamities of war,
and whofe indignant hearts beat high with martial
ardour, looked therefore anxioufly around for a de-
termined leader; under whom they might renew that
generous ftruggle, in which their unfortunate fathers
had failed, and glorioufly attempt to regain their fta-
tion among the Grzcian ftates. Such a leader they
found in Ariftomenes ; a young man diftinguifhed by
every mental and perfonal quality that can exalt the
charaéter of a hero, and who had the advantage of
deducing his defcent from Hercules, through a long
line of Meflenian kings.

THE Meflenians, however, were nat fo tranfported
by their zeal for liberty, as to lofe fight of the diftates
of political prudence. Before they ventured to appear
in arms, they privately fent deputies to gather the
fentiments of the Arcadians and Argives, the former
allies of the Meflenian (tate. Both nations encouraged

them, by the moit flattering promifes of affiftance, ‘in
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"" W‘fé #hEi puspofc of erowidy off the Spartin yoke. Ariftos
mm menes accordingly affembled a body of his country-
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men, and attacked the Lacedemonians at the village
of Dar. There an obftinate battle was fought; and,
although the vi¢tory was left undecided, the Mefleni-
ans wer€ {o much pleafed with the "gallant behaviour
of their leader, that they faluted him on the field with
the title of Kimp **. Ariftomenes declined the invidious
honours of royalty, but accepted the office of com-
mander in chief, with the appellation of General;
which, in that age, implied a fuperiority in military
prowels, as well as in rank, and in the conduct of
armies.

* THE Meffenians had no reafon to repent their ge=
nerofity, nor Ariftomenes to blame his moderation.
They committed to him the whole condu of their
affairs; and he proved himfelf worthy of their condi-
dence, by a guardianfhip regulated by the moft difen-
terefted patriotifm, and diftinguifhed by acls of the
moft exalted heroifm. Immediately after the battle
at Darz, he performed an exploit almoft too beld fer
hiftorical credibility. Senfible of the influence of an
aufpicious omen at the beginning of a war, he haftily
travelled to Sparta in difguife; entered that city by
night 5. and hung up in the temple of Minerva 2 thield,
with an infeription upon it, intimating that Ariftomenes
dedicated that offering to the warlike goddefs, from
the fpoils of the Laced@monians *%.

THE fame of this adventure was followed by the
confequences Ariftomenes had forefeen. It infpired
the Meflenians with the meft romantic courage, which
they difplayed’ in many enthufiaftically valorous
deeds; while it filled their enemies, apprehenfive of
having loft the favour of Pallas, with fuperftitious ter-
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rors. Inorder to avert the misfortunes they feared, LE
the Spartans confulted the Oracle of Apollo at Del-
phos. The Pythia replied, That they muft demand
a general from Athens to conduéh the future operations
of the war.

No refponfe could have been more mortifying to the
pride of Sparta; yet was fhe forced to make the hu-
miliating requelt.  And the jealoufy of Athens, ale
though little willing to contribute @ the exaltation
of arival’s power, durit not oppofe the injuntion
of the oracle. But the Athenians, in complying, ate
tempted to defeat the end propofed by obedierce.
They fent to Sparta a lame man, named 1Yyreeus,
who had never been diftinguithed by any military ex-
ploit, or invefted with any command ; and who had
hitherto exercifed the profeffion of a fchoolmatter 97.

Tue Lacedemonians, howsver, received him as a
leader appointed by Heavenj and a poetical talent,which
he poflefled, feemed to mark him out to them as the ]
peculiar inftrument of Apollo, {ent for their exaltation.

MEANWHILE Ariftomenes, after having garrifoned
the fea-ports of Pylus and Methone, had colleéted into
cne body all the Meflenians able to bear arms. And
that formidable army of native troops was reinforced
with fuccours, not only from Arcadia and Argos, but
alfo from Elis and Sicyon, which had acceded to the
confederacy; and by Meflenian refugees, from various
countries. The Laced®monians had likewife affembled
their whole forces, under Anaxander, one of their
joint kings, and Tyrtwus the Athenian. And the
united ftrength of Laconia was augmented by the
auxiliary aid of the Corinthians, the former allies of
the Spartan fate, and by the friendly afliftance of the
citizens of Lepara, who had thrown off. the authority
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‘%mz of Elis®, Thefewcoribined armies met in the large
plain of Stenyclara, on the frontiers of Meffenia;
where, in three fucceflive engagements, the ficld was
obflinately difputed, but in each of which the Lace-
demeonians were forced to give ground, notwithitand-
ing their dependence upon divine affiftance.

THE laft and moft bloody of thofe engagements was
fought at a place called the Boar’s Monument. There
both parties charged with the moft determined courage 3
and the iffue of the battle appeared doubtful, when
Ariftomenes, at the head of a c'.»fen band of Mel=
fenian youths, attacked the principal divifion of the
Spartan army, commanded by the king in perfon, and
broke it or cut it in pieces. He afterward attacked
a fecond, and even a third body that remained firm,
and with equal effet. The Lacedemonians and their
allies yielded in every quarter to the fhock of
their antagonifts.  They fled; were purfued with
great-flaughter; and a decifive vi€ory remained w he
Meflenians *°,

THE rapid fuccefs of Ariftomenes, however, inftead
of inducing him to relax his military efforts, ferved
but to inflame his patriotic zeal, He not only fol-
lowed the fugitive enemy beyond the boundaries of
Meffenia, but degply invaded Laconia, and pillaged
feveral towns. Aftonifhed at {uch a reverfe of fortune,
and humbled by thelofs of a gallant army, the Lacedzemo-
nian kings, and the venepable fathers of the Spartan
fenate, remonftrated againft the farther profecution of
the war; and fezmed dilpofed to permit the Meflenians
to enjoy that liberty and independency, which they had
fo glorioufly recovered. The fame opinion was adopted
in the affembly of the people, and approved by the
allies of the Spartan ftate. Tyrtzus alope remained

98. 1d. ibid, 99. Paufan. Lib. iv.
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