the revival of hoftilities with fo much wnmtli, that
all ideas of peace were laid afide ™.

AWAKENED to a fenfe of national honour by the
poetical effufions of the Athenian bard, whofe facred
charadter attraled veneration, the Lacedzmonians
were fired anew with the {pirit of conqueft. Athamed
of having liftened for a moment to the fuggeltions of
timid councils, they fpeedily recruited their broken
forces, and again emered the territory of Meffenia.
Though affifted only by a fmall body of Arcadians, under
Ariftocrates prince of Orchomenus, who was fecretly
in the Spartan intereft, Ariftomenes bravely advanced
to meet the formidable enemy. '

- THuE Spartan troops did not feem to decline the
combat. But inftead of that gay courage with which
they were wont to be animated on the approach of
battle, the memory of their recent defeats filled them
with meclancholy refleftions. They lamented the
number of men that muft fall; and whofe bodies, lying
in mangled heaps on the field, would be dragged to
one common funeral pile, without being recognifed by
their relations, or honoured with folemn rites.

Now was the'time for Tyrteus to exert his poetical
talents ¢ and they did not fail him on the occafion. He
fung, at the head of the Spartan army, the exploits of
ancient warriors, the renown awaiting on valour, the
joy and the rewards of victory; and, as a farther en-
couragement to defponding fpirits, he dire&ed each
man to tie round his right arm {fome token, by which
his body, however disfigured by wounds, might be
known to his kindred or friends**. Thefe heroic

100. 1d ibid,
3oy, Paufan, ubi fop. Juftin, Lib, iii. Strabo, Ub. viil
fongs,
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ART L. fongs, and this animating device, had the defired effek.

The Lacedwemonians laying afide all gloomy apprehene
fions, eagerly longed for an opportuniry of retrieving -
the glory of their country; and when that opportunity
was, offered them, they advanced to the charge with the
firm afpect of men refolved to conquer or perith.

Tue Meflenian general, who had drawn up his
forces at a place called the Greatr Diich, was prepared
to mect the moft vigorous efforts of the enemy. But
all his meafures were difconcerted by the perfidy of the
Arcadian prince.  When the two armies were ready to
join battle, Ariftocrates led off his divifion; and, in
order to make his defeftion more evident, he croffed
the front of the Meffenian line.  Arillomencs attempt-
ed, but in vain, to keep his troops in theiwr ranks.
Aftonifhed at a treachery fo flagrant, the Meflenians
quitted their ground, and endeavoured to bring back
their allies. The Lacedemonians took advantage of
their confufion. They were totally routed, furround-
ed, and almoft all cut in pieces %,

Ar1sTOMENES, whofe prefence of mind never for-
fook him, and whofe patriotic courage only fhone more
confpicwoufly through the cloud of misfortune that in-
volved his country, finding he could no longer keep
the field againft the enemy, purfued the fame policy
formerly adopted by Euphaes, in fimilar circumftances.
Still accompanied by the chofen band of warriors, who
fought near his perfon; who were foremoft in every
ftation of danger, and who had hitherto remained un-
broken, he colle@ed the {cattered remains of his ruined
army. With thefe tried foldiers, and fuch of the defence~
lefs inhabitants of the open towns, as were fit to bear
:{;ms, he occupied the fortified poft of Eira; ftrongly
fituated among mountains on the fouthern fhore of
Meilenia, and acceffible only toward the friendly har-

1oz, Id. ibid,
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bours of Pylus and Methone, whence it could receive LETTER

a ready fupply of provifions ",

In this fortification, which foon became a large
town, and in the two neighbouring fea-ports, that
maintained a conftant communication with Eira,
the Meffenians preferved their liberty and indepen-
dencg for cleven years, in fpite of all the exertions of
Sparta to bring them again under her dominion. Dur-
ing that period, the valour and conduct of Ariftoe
menes were difplayed in many wonderful exploits. Not
fatisfied with repelling the affaults of the enemy, or
with cutting off their foraging partics within the Mef~
fenian territory, he frequently pafled the Spartan fron~
tier, and came home loaded with plunder, after having |
laid yafte the country.

EmpoLpeNeEDd by thefe fuccefsful expeditions,
Ariftomenes ventured to penetrate into the heart of
Laconia. While the Lacedemonians were fully em-
ployed in the fiege of Eira, he furprifed, by a rapid
nocturnal marcl, the populous town of Amycle, fitu-
ated on the banks of the Eurotas, and onlya few
miles diftant from Sparta ; feized a large booty before
any force could be affembled to oppofe him, and re-
turned unmolefted to his ftrong hold ™%

Bur this fplendid enterprife, added to a feries of
fortunate adventures, had almoft proved fatal to the
Meflenian hero. It rendered him negligent, through
excefs of confidence, while it excited the vigilance of
his enemies. In making a new irruption into the
Spartan dominions, he was attacked by a large body of
troops, commanded by the two kings of Lacedzmon.
Finding his retreat intercepted, he made a vigorous
defence, furrounded by a band of gallant companions.

103, Paulan. ct Strabo, ubi fup. 204. 1d. ibid,
' But
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he
BART 1 Bﬂththttlepuqhhung overpowered by numbers,

was at laft made pnfoncr, and carried in chains to Sparta
with fifty of his brave affociates. Thers confidered as
audacious rebels, who had not only dared to throw
off the yoke, but to. lift the f{word againit their
‘conquerers, they were all condemned to be thrown
into a horrid cavern, called the Ceada 3 the common
dungeon in that capital, for the moft atrocious cri-
minals.

In fuffering this ignominy, =1l the aflociates of
Ariftomenes are faid to have been killed or difabled by
the thock. He alone furvived unhurt, in confequence
of having been indulged the privilege of retaining his
fhicld ; a weapon of defeance held in peculiar honour
by all ancient warriors, and which, by ftriking againft
the fides of the cavern, had broken the force of his fall.
Two days did he remain in this frightful charnel ex-
pecting death, his face covered with his cloak. On
the third morning, about dawn, he heard a noife;
when uncovering his eyes, and looking around him,
he faw a fox feeding upon the bodies of his compa-
nions. ‘Fortunately conjeturing that this animal muft.
have entered by fome fecrer paffage, he allowed it to
approach him; caught hold of it: and, while it
firuggled to get loofe, followed it, until it made its
way through a crevice in the rock. Here, favoured
with a glimpfe of fide-light, he gradually worked hLis
way ; aud, at length, accomplifhed his efcape **%,

THE unexpetted appearance of Ariftomenes at Eira
filled his countrymen with joyful aftonithment. They
confidered him as a deliverer, miraculoufly reftored to
them by Heaven. And his firft exploit had a tendency
to infufe the fame idea into the minds of his enemiess
who had pufhed the fiege with great vigour during his

105, Paufan, lib, iv. Polyzn. Strateg, Lib. i,
COlw
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confinement, and hoped foon to get poffeifion of the

place. Infomdthatabodyofﬁomﬂammﬁ., i‘l

marching to join the befiegers, he fecretly went out,
and lay in ambufh for them ; atracked their camp un-
der cover of night ; routed them with great flaughter;
and returning Joaded with plunder, offered to Mefle-
nian Jove, for the third time, the Hecatomphonia **%;
or tremendous facrifice of an hundred viftims, which
he alone was entitled to perform, who had, with his
own hand, flain an hundred of his enemies in’ battle.

Turs févere blow, connefted ‘with the wonderful
‘efcape of Ariftomenes, of which it was the immediate
‘confequence, and the obftinate defence to be expested
¥rom his fature exertions, made ‘the Lacedremonians
almoft defpair of being able to make themfelves mal-
“ters of Eira. The Delphic oracle was again confult-
‘ed, anda favorable refponfe obtained : the fall of Eira
was folemnly denounced. But the predition of
Apollo, though finally fulfilled, was not accomplifhed
merely by Spartan valour and perfeverance. The de-
voted city, when thought to-be leaft in danger, was
betrayed to the befiegers by a Spartan deferter.

THAT traitor had formed an intrigue with 2 Meffe-
‘nian married woman, whofe houfe was under the walls
of Eira, and whom he was accultomed to vilit, while
her huiband was upon duty in thecitadel. One even-
ing, however, the amorous couple met withan unfea-
fonable interruption in their pleafures.  Jult as they
had got into bed, the centinel returned, and loudly

_ knocked at the door. After having provided for the
fafety of her gallant, the wife admitted her hufbind,
and infidioully welcomed him with the warmeft éx-

preflions of joy ; inquiring, with feéming anxiety, By

106, 1d, ibid.
what
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what happy turn of fortune fhe was fo unexpediedly

favored with his company. He innocently told her,
That Ariftomenes being wounded, the foldiers on
guard, at the out-pofts, knowing he could not walk

;the rounds, as ufual, and fearing nothing from the

cnemy, had agreed to retire to their feveral habita-
tions, in order to avoid the inclemency of the weather,
as the night was exceffively wet and ftormy.

.THE trembling deferter, having liltened to this con-

verfation, ftole from his lurking-place, and carried the
important intelligence to Empiramus, the Spartan ge=
neral, whofe attendant he had formerly been, and to

‘whofe generofity he trufted for pardon and reward.

The hoftile army was accordingly put in motion by
Empiramus, both the kings being abfent; and, by
planting ladders againft the defencelefs poits, the La-
cedemonians entered Eira without refiftance, in the
eleventh year of the fiege "7,

TrE fate of that laft refort of Meflenian liberty,
however, was not yet decided. The alarm being in-
ftantly fpread, Ariftomenes, feconded by the braveit
and moft altive of his fellow-citizens, endeavoured to
diflodge the enemy. But it was impoffible for the
Mefienians, during a night of darknefs, thunder, and
tempeft, to-adt with vigour or conecert, Tlieir boldeft
efforts, therefore, failed to produce the defired effect;
and, when morning appeared, they found the Lacedz-
monians {o ftrongly pofted, that all hope of expelling
them vanithed. Confequently the only alternative
which remained to the gallanit garrifon of Eira, was to .

_attempt to break the Spartan battalions, or {fubmit to

the law of the conqueror. The former choice wis
univerfally adopted ; every one refolving to perifh with

107, Paufan, ubi fup,
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the freedom of his country, rather than live under the LETTER
degradmg tyranny of Sparta. 'The women joined the :
men in this heroic refolutién, and both fexes feemed
infpired with more than mortal prowefs. Maidens,
widows, wives, and mothers, foupht by the fide of

their fons, hufbands, lovers, and brothers, for every
thing that is dear to humanity.

Turee days and nights was the furious confliét
maintained with unabated courage. Atlength, onthe
fourth morning, victory began to declare for the La-
cedemonians ; who, having fent back to their camp a
divifion of the army, which had wanted room to act,
were conftantly fupplied with frefh troops. But the
MefTenians, even in the ruin of their country, enjoyed
a kind of triumph.  Ariftomenes, finding it was now
become neceffary to abandon Eira, colle&ted into oge
body as many of Lis troops as were fiill able to fuftain
the combat. Inthe centre of that body he placed the
old men, women, and children : his fon Gorgus com-
manded in the rear, he himfelf conduéted the van;
and advancing agaiuft the enemy with his {pear poifed,
at the head of his tried companions, fhewed he was

. determined to perifh or penetrate through the Loftile
ranks. The Spartan general faw his purpofe; and
afraid to encounter his defpair, opened him a paflage,
and allowed him to lead off the remains of his brave
countrymen unmalefted "%,

.

. ARIsTOMENES, after burfling from Eira, direQed
- his march toward Arcadia.  And there was exhibited
a ftriking inflance of the hofpitality and generofity: of
ancient times. = The Arcadians, loaded with¢cloaths
~and provifions, met their unforunate allies at. mouht
Lycwza, on the frontiers of the two ftates 5 and mot

.t . 108, Td. ibid.
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o ‘only afforded them prefent fhelter, but offered to di-

' vide with them their lands, and to give them their

daughters in marriage **°.

Tais kind reception encouraged Ariftomenes to
form one of the boldeft, and beft conceived enterprifes,
recorded in the annals of Greece. Finding he had ftill
five hundred Meflenians fit for the moft arduous fer-
vice, he refolved with thefe fearle(s and hardy troops
to furprife the city of Sparta; while its bravef de-
fenders were employed in pillaging Eira, or in reduc-
ing Pylus and Methone. Three hundred Arcadian
volunteers inftantly joined themfelves to that gallant
body; and before the Meflenian leader could have
reached the heart of Laconia, his little army would
have been augmented with many Argian adventurers,
ambitious of fharing in his danger, and of humbling
their haughty neighbours. The enterprife muft have
been crowned with the moft glorious fuccefs, and
future heroes and patriots would have envied the for-
tune of Ariftomenes.

Bur the beft laid fchemes are often rendered abor-
tive, by accidents which human wifdom could not
forelee 3 or dcefeated by fuch aéts of perfidy and bafe«
nefs, as noble minds are incapable of imputing to hu-
man beings. Ariftocrates, the Arcadian prince, who
had formerly deferted Ariftomenes in the field of bat~
tle, but who bad afterward been trufted by that gene-
rous hero, on pleading a momentary panic, retarded,
under various pretences, the projefted expedition a-
gainft Sparta; and, in the meantime, communicated
to the enemy the defign of [urprifing their capital.
The treachery was difcovered by an intercepted letter

:from Anaxander, onc of the Spartan kings, whom I

10g. Polyb. lib. iv,
have .
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have already had occafion to mention ; acknowledging m
the favour of the paft, and prefent fcrmr.s of Arifto- .___v__‘

crates. And this betrayer of the liberties of a free
people, of his engagements as an ally, and his truft as
a fovereign, was defervedly ftoned to death by his
own fubjefts *°. A column was ereéted on the fpot
to perpetuate hisinfamy, with an infcription denoting
his crime and its punifhment ™7,

THE failure of this favourite enterprife feems to have
broken the unconquerable fpirit of Ariftomenes. We
do not find him afterward taking any arduous fhare in
the future fortunes of his countrymen; nor have we
any fatisfaCtory account of the fubfequent part of his
life. We are indeed told, that his implacable hatred
againft Sparta remained, and that he travelled into
Lydia, and even into Media, in order to raife up
enemies againft that warlike ftate ***, But the Medes
were then utterly unknown to the Greeks, and the Spar-

* tan power was yet too inconfiderable to be fuppofed ca-
pable of alarming the jealoufy of the Lydian monarchy.
It appears, however, by the general concurrence of
hiftorians, that the Meflenian hero, {oon after the con-
queft of his country, retired to the ifland of Rhodes,
and there probably ended his days in honourable eafe ;
having married his youngeft daughter to Damagetes,
king of the town and territory of Ialyfus, in that
ifland "3,

BuT to return to the order of hiftorical events. Im-
mediately after that fatal treachery, which fo deeply
affected Ariftomenes, and which was followed by the
death ‘of Ariftocrates, he condu@ted to Cyllene, a fea~
port of Elis, the moft altive and enterprifing Meffeni-

s10. Paufan, Lib. iv. Polyb. ubifup. 213, Y. ibid.
314, Panfan, lib. iv. Plin. lib. xi.
113. Paufan, et Plin. ubi fup. ¥al Maxim. lib, i.
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| PARTY ambvhobad ke refuge with him Tn Arcadia; leaving
& the aged and infirm to the protection of dheir generous
allies. 'O his atrival at this pert he fourd, according
to previous agreement, his fugitive countrymen, from
the maritime towns of Pylos and Methone, ready to
receive him, and furnifhed with every thing neceffary
for eftablithing a fettlement on a foreign {hore; they
having taken fhelter on board their fhips, as foon as
they heard of the redu@ion of Eira, with all their
mofl valuable goods and furniture.  Ariftomencs ap-
proved of their refolution of planting a colony in fome
diftant region, but declined the honeur oi leading it
forth. That arduous fervice he relinquifhed to his.fon
Gorgus, allifted by Manticles 3 a young man of great
merity and the fon of a diftinguifhed patriot, who had
fallen in the eaude of his country "4,

Waurne the Mcffeniaus were deliberating on this

{ubjedt, and before they had fixed upon any particular

place for the cflablithment of their projetted colouy,

they reecived from Anaxilas, prince of Rhegium, Jde-

fcended from their ancient kings, an invitation to

come and fettle in his dominions; that city having

been partly founded, as we have feen, by Mefle~

nian refugees, on the termination of the foxmer war.

Ant. Cp, In confequence of this invitation, the Meffenian ad-
670.  venturcrs embarked for Rhegium. But when they
ﬁi",‘,’g‘; arrived there, they found the friendfhip of Anaxilas
to be lefs generous than they had believed. He was

engaged in hoftilitics with the Zancleanss an Zolian

colony that practiled piracy, and poflefifed a delightful

territory on the oppofite coaft of Sicily. Againit

3 this cnemy, likely to prove too ftrong for him, he
craved their aid. The Meflenions, who were pre-

pared for any delperate enterprife, readily embraced

114. Panfan, b i,
= 1./ the
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the propofal. The Zancleans were {peedily vanquifh- LET;“.
¥d. The Mefenians took pofleflion of the conquered umap

country, and became one people with the ZEolian co-
lonifts; whom their humanityhad faved from the fword,
and their generofity preferved from fervitude **'. And
Zancle, the former capital, changed its nume to that
of . Meflene, which it ftill with little variation retains.

I~ confequente of this large emigration, and the
retreat of Ariftomenes to Rhodes, the Lacedremonians
found themfelves abfolute and undifputed mafters of
the territory of Meflenia. Such of the native in-
habitants, as chofe to remain in that territory, were
reduced to the condition of Helots, and compelled
to cultivate, for their conquerors, thole lands which
had formerly belonged to themfelves or their ancef=
tors ***.  From a condition fo degrading, it might be
fuppofed they cotild never emerge; and that their fuf-
ferings would have extinguifhed in their minds all hope
of recovering their ancient freedom or independency.
But flavery could not break the firm fpirit of the Mefli=
nians. Thcy {till confidered themlelves as 2 Greeian
people; and, after two lundred years of fervitude,

~we fhall fec them again throw off the Spartan yoke.

MeanTiME the power of Sparta was great in Pelg-
ponnefus, and formidable even to the ftates beyond
the Corinthian ifthmus. That Grecian peninfula,
_formerly co:ﬂprchehding feven; now contained only
fix independent ftates. And the Lacedzmorians,
after the conquelt of Meilnia, occupied one third
of Peloponnefus. The remaining two thirds were
poflefled, in unzqual divifions, by the Corinthians,
- Elcans, Achzans, Arcadians, and Argives™™’. The
. Copinthians, befide the rerror of their naval force, and

115. Paulan. ubifup. Serabo, Lib. wi. 116, Paufan, {ib iv.
. . 117. Strabo, Gedg. Lib. viil.
Ty Z 2 [hﬁ
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the refources which their extenfive commerce yielded,
were proteCted againft the Spartan power by their
impregnable fituation, as the Eleans were by their
facred character. The Achzans had éarly affociated
themfelves under a democratical form of government;
in twelve independent cities, which hid one common
intereft and bond of union; and In which they long
enjoyed their independency. The Arcadians, fecure
in a mountainous diftrict, where they led the life of
herd{men or fhepherds, were farther defended by their
hardy valour, and ancient renown ', The Argives,
no lefs brave, and more warlike, were engaged in per-
petual hoftilites with Sparta. And their intimate al=
liance with Arcadia, founded on the fenfe of a com-
mon danger, only could have preferved them from
finking under the arms of the ambitious difciples of
Lycurgus.

Tue pelitic Lacedemonians, however, fomerimes
found means to engage the Arcadians to remain neuter 3
and then the molt vigorous exertions of martial prowefs
generally proved too feeble, to enable the Argives to re-
prefs the encroachments of their ufurping neighbours.
One of thofe feparate wars was diflinguifhed by events
fuficiently memorable to merit particular notices
though we know not, with certainty, the %ra when
they happened.

SearTA, in the courfe of her ufurpations, had al-
ferted a claim to the city of Thyrea and 1ts territory,
which lay on rthe frontiefs 6f Argolis and Luconia ; and
ad violently taken pnd‘elﬁmi of it"®,  The Argives
colleéted the Lirgelt army they had ever fent into the
field, in order to fupport their right, and recover the
contefted diftri€t; while the Lacedemonians advanced

118, Tdo ibid. S 1:9. Herodot. lib i
with
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with an equal or fuperior force, to maintain their I-ETI‘IQ
conqueft **°. But when the armies of the two ftates ‘_~__'
were preparing to engage, it was agreed, in a con- Ant. ::h.
ference between the hoftile Jeaders, that the difpute O;m-p‘

{hould be decided by three hundred men felected from dvith .

each army: and that, during the awful combat, the

main body of both armies fhould withdraw, Icft the

the troops of either party thould be prompted to inter-

pofe in behalf of their countrymen **',

IN confequence of this agreement, the fix hundred
champions joined battle, and fought with fuch in-
trepid courage, and fo equal a degree of ftrength and
fkill, that when night came down, and arrcfted the
fword of death, only three combatants were left alive;
two Argives, named Chromius and Aleinor, and one
Lacedemonian, the renowned Orthryades***. The
Argive champions, thinking themfelves undifputed
malters of the field, or defirous of efcaping from fuch
a fcene of carnage, haftened to the camp of their
countrymen, with the news of their hard-carned vie-
tory. Meantime Orthryades, though wounded, col-
lefted into one heap the fpoils of his flaughtered enc-
mies, and refted upon the fpot **%,

NEXT morning, when the commanders of the two
armies, at the head of their forces, went to view the

r30. Paufanias (Lib. x.) places this war in the latter pare of the
rign of Theopompus, king of Lacedzmon 5 and, confequently, be
tween the firft and fecond Meffenian wars. But Herodetus, whe
lived much nearer to the time of the hoftile competition, reprefenesit
as happening one hundred years later, and only juft broughe to an
ilfue when Cyrus the Great invefted the Lydian capital, and Croefus
{ent ambafladors to crave affiftance from Sparta; (Herodot. lib, L) in
the year five hundred and forry-cight before the Chriftian ®ra, agrees
ably to the date in the nurgin,

1@, Id. ibid, 132, Hervdot, lib, i, Paufan. lib, r,

133, 1d. ibid.
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PARTL {liin, and determine the difpute, the Argives faw, ta
m their aftonithment, this folitary warrior eénjoying his
o(l;g;p. melancholy triumph; having writter. with his own
Wsiii. 1. blood, in the laft runnings of ebbing life, his name
upon the trophy which he had raifed **. The La-
cedzmonians accordingly claimed the victory. The
Argives denied their pretenfions, and both armies
joined battle. The confliék was fierce, obftinate and
bloodv. At laft the fuperior difcipline, and ftrength
of Sparta prevailed, The Argives were totally routed,

and Thyrea remained with the conquerors **3.

Bur the Lacedemonians, although thus victorious
over their molt warlike and powerful neighbours, were
long reftrained, by various circumftances, from attain-
ing that weight of dominion, or high arbitration, at
which they fo eagerly afpired.  Fortunately for the
liberties of Greece, a rival power was now fifing ap,
ambitious to difpute with Sparta the preheminence in
arms and political importance,

124 Paulan. ubi fup.

t25. Herodot. lib i, The Argives were fo much mortified at this
defeat, that the men cut off their hair; the women divefted them-
felves of their jewels; and a fulemn decree was paffed, and un awful
vow tuken by both fexes, * That no man fhould fuffer his hair to grow,
** nor any woman wear ornaments of gold, uutil Thyrca fhould be
“pecovered,”  Herodot. ubl fup.
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LETTER VI

Hiftory of ATHENS and the NORTHEN STATES of
GreecE, fiom the Death of Conrus, the® Joff
King of Arrica, to the Expulfion of the Pist-
STRATIDE ; including an Account of the Rifp of the
Grzci1AN ORACLES; of the Exterjion of the in-
flutnce of the AmpricTvonic CouNeiL ;s of the
Iffuc of the Firft Sacved War, witk the Infiitution
of the Pyruianw Games; and a View of the
Efablifment of the Legiflation of Solin.

HILE Peloponnefus was fhaken by thofe long

and barbarous wars, which terminated in the
{ubverfion of the libertics of Meflenia, the Grzcian
ftates beyond the Corinthian ifthmus, either enjoyed
the bleflings of peace, or felt but lightly the inconve-
niences of hoftile difcord. The bickerings between
the petty northern republics, though frequent, were
attended with little bloodfhed, and followed by no im-
portant confequences. The Thebans having loft all
vigour and concert with the abolition of royalty, Beeotia
being broken into twelve rival townfhips, were in no
condition to aét offenfively. And the Athenians, after
adopting a republican form of government, (on the
death of Codrus, as formerly related *) Jived in fuch
harmony under their perpetual archons, for almoflt
four centurics, that their affans furnithed few ma-
terials for hiftory, The fubfequent period was lefs
tranquil.

1, Lete. IV,
74 Be-
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Become impatient of the very fhadow of royalty,
the citizens of Athens, on the death of the hereditary
archon Alecmseon, raifed Charops to the archonthip,
on condition of holding it for ten years only. Six de=
cennial archons followed Charops. After the expira-
tion of thofe fixty years, a farther and greater change
was made in the Athenian government. It was re-
folved that the office of archon fhould be annual, and
that nine perfons, inftead of one, fhould be appointed
to execute its duties *,

THESE magiftrates, however, were not vefted with
equal authoriry, nor were the fame funétions common
to each. The moft exalted in dignity, called Archon
Eponymus, or fimply . ArcHON, by way of eminence,
reprefented the majefty of the republic ; the fecond in
rank, who had the title of Ba/ileus or King, was head
of the Athenian religion; and the Polemarch, who
was third in rank, had the chict direction of military
affairs.  The remaining fix archons, who bore the
general appellation of Zhe/motheta, or “ guardians of
the laws,” prefided as judges in the ordinary courts of
jultice, as the former three did in the fuperior tribu.
nals; and the whole nine, when convened, formed
the council of ftate s, The archons were ufually
chofen by lot, from the higheft clafs of citizens; but
fometimes the affembly of the people, with which re-
fided the righs of legillation, aflumed the power of
naming them *.

Avx authority fo temporary and limited, as that
poflified by the annual archons, was not fufficient to
reftrain the reftlefs fpirit of the Athenians, agitated by
fa€lions, and jealous to excefs of their political free-

2. Paufan. lib, vil. 3. Axift. Pojie. lib. iv, vi. et Frag,
de Civit. Ath, Sec oilo Potter, Jdrebeolop. Grec. book . chup, 3ii.
2. Plut, Fi. Ariflides,
dony,
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dom. Athens accordingly became a fcene of anarchy, 13'%?&
wiolence, and injuftice. At length, made feverely fen- _—— ~ 5

fible of the incenveniences of fuch an unltable govern-
ment, and of an unfettled jurifprudence, (the Athe-
nians having yet no regular code of laws) all parties
faw the neceflity of reforming the ftate; and efpecially
of regulating the adminiftration of jultice. For the
execution of this great work, they caft their eyes upon
the archon Draco; a man of rigid morals, and incor-
ruptible integrity, but unfortunately of a mind not
equal to the important and arduous undertaking.

As if confcious of his political inability, Draco
feems to have left the Athenian conftitution nearly in
the fame ftate that he found it. Heconfined his inuo-
vations chiefly to juridical matters. And, even in
thefe, he thewed himfelf little capable of accommo-
dating his ideas to the circumf{tances of the times; to
the charalter of the people, who had intrufted him
with the high office of legiflator, or to the general
temper of mankind. He made capital almoft all
crimes, which came under the cognizance of his laws*,

THE very feverity of fuch a jurifprudence defeated
its own end, the reformation of manners, 'When cun-
vi€tion muft neceflarily have proved fatal to the culprit,
few witnefles would appear againit perfons accufed of
inferior crimes 3 and as the humanity of the judge was
interefted in faving, where the evidence againft fuch
offenders was complete, it followed of courfe, that
all crimes paffed unpunifhed except thofe of the moft
atrocious nature ©. The laws of Draco, therefore,
inftead of remedying the evils of which his country-
men complained, may be faid te have increafed them,
But they ferved to compofe the minds of the Atheni-

5. Tlut, #it. Sofen, Asift, Polit, lib. i, 6. 1d. ibid.
ané

Ant. Chr.

Olymp.
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PART L ang for 1 time; and happily paved the way for ths re~
v~ ception of laws and. inflitutions of 2 very Wifferent de~

feription ; for thefe of Solon, which wete as mild as
his predeceflor’s; were fevere 7. And all their affuafive
lenity was ncceflary, to infure their operation.

THE condition of no people perhaps ever exhibited
a deeper fcene of trouble and diforder, than that of
the inhabitants of Attica, when the virtues and abili=
ties of this extraordinary man were called to their relief.
The magiftrates plundered the public treafury; and
often betrayed, for bribes, the caufe of juftice. The
rich opprefled the poor: and the wretched populace,
practiced in robbing, and driven to defpair, were ripé
for rebellion ®. Defeended of anancient and honourable
family, Solen had, in early life, been diftinguithed at
Athens for his love of learning and his talent for
poctry®. And the misfortunes of his eountry foon
brought forward to notice thofe political powers,
which afterward enabled him to reform the conflitu.
tion of the ftate.

PERCEIVING the weaknefs of the Athenian governa
ment, the people of Salamis, (an ifland in the Saronic
Galf ) had revolted, and leagued themfelves with thofe
of Megara. The Athenians made feveral attempts to
recover that ifland 5 but, in all, they failed of fuccefs.
And fo great had been their lofs, on thofe mortifying
occafions, that the affembly of the people pafied a law,
making it a capifal offence in any perion, whatever
might be his rank, his office, or his character, to pro.
pofe a renewal of the unfortunate enterprife °. But

9. As an apology for this feverity, Draco cynically replied, ® Small
% crimes deferve death, and 1 can find no greater punithment for the
# moft heinous.” Plur. Fit. Soloa,

8. Fragm. Selon, ap. Demolth. 9. Plut, Fit, Selon.
re. 1d. ibid,

although
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eitough no one durft openly require the repedl of LETTER"

this rafh liw, it became the caufe of fhame and diffa-
tisfadtion among the younger and braver Athenian
citizens.

Or the latter number was Solon. He, therefors, be-
thought himfelf of an artifice for evading the penalty,
yet inducing the people to annul their own aét.  Hay-
ing circulated a report, that he was fubject to tempoa
fary fits of madnefs, he accordingly compofed an in-
flammatory poem, entitled Salamis; and rufhing out
into the market-place, mounted the heralds-itone, and
recited his performance to the crowd. The people
were filled with forrow and indignation at the pufilla=
nimity of their defponding law, for relinquithing that
ifland. The obnoxious ftatute was repealed ;3 and it
was inftantly refolved, That a new armament fhould
be fent againft Salamis. The command of the ex-
pedition was committed to the party that Sofon had
embraced. It wasconducted with ability, and crown-=
ed with fuccefs. Salamis W“LS recovered without much
bloodthed ',

Tur fortunate iffue of this enterprife acquired Snlon
confiderable influence at Athens; and other events
confpired to fpread the fame of his fagacity and promp-
titude over all Greece. Thofe events T mult relate,
and point out his connexion with them, before I fpeak
of him in his legiflative capacity.

1 #AvE already had oceafion to mention the efla~
blithment of the council of Amphityons, and its fu~
perintendance over the oracle of Apollo at Delphos.
But I have hitherto found no opportunity of relating
the rife of that oracle, ar of noticing the extenfion of

11, Plat. ubi fup.
the
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PART L the Amphictyonic eouncil, in co‘:‘lfequcncc of the con-

queft of Peloponnefus by the Heraclidze. T fhall now,
therefore, offer thefe fubjects to your Lordfhip’s ate
tention, by way of introduction to the hiftory of the

Ant, Chr, firft Sacred /ar, which furnifhed Sclon with new

Olymp.
sv, 1,

occalions of dilcovering the ftrength of his genius.

¢ ALL mankind,” fays Homer, in the perfon of Neftor,
¢ have need of the Gops ™ I'" A finfe of this need, which
feems intuitive in the buman mind, or a confcioufncfs of
our own weaknefs, that leads us to /ook up for proteétionto
Superior Powers, may be confidered as the NATURAL
cAUSE of all RELIGION. And a defire of penetrating
the wi/l of thofe Geods, the f:rpqued d{x:oaqﬁ'rs of good
and evil, has among various nations given birth to Dia
wination, Soothfaying,' and Oracular Refponfes. 'The
Graxcian oracles are faid to have derived their origin
from ZEgypt and Crete, the two great nurferies of
Heathen fuperftition: and thence the Grecks had
alfo received their popular creed.

TrE moft ancient of tRe Grzcian oracles was that
facred to Jupiter at Dodona'?, the rife of which is thus
accounted for by Herodotus. A Phoenician fhip-
matfter, in a voyage to Agypt, having carried off with
him from the city of Thebes on the Nile, one of the
priefteflcs, or female attendants, belonging to the
temple of Jupiter there, fold her as a flave in Thefpro.

12. Odyff. lib. iii. ver. 48, 11, Herodotus, lib.:.
cap. lii. Strabo, lib. vii. p. 327, edit. Lutet. Parif, 1620. M. Hardion
L Prim. Differsat. fur P Oratle de Delph.) endeavonrs to prave, That the
Oracle of Delphos was more ancient than that at Dodona ; hecaufe the
Pelafg: were in Thefprotia, when the Dodonian oracle was eftalilithed,
[Tbid-) But the Pelafii were {pread ever Greece and the contiguous
countries in the moit early times: (Herodot. lib, i. cap. lvi, Ivii. et fey,
Strabo, lib. vii. p. 327—329, edit fup. cit.) and they had their name
not from Pelafgus, ue M. Hurdion fuppofcs, but from their wandering
charafler.  Strabe, Lib, viii. p. 397.

i tiag
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#a; 2 mountainous diftri&t, on the fouth-weft coaft LETTER
of Epirus. Though here reduced to a ftate of fervitude, w'.— )
and ignorant of the language of the country, this
woman foon attratted the veneration of the rude na-
tives. Her fagacity, acquired by living among a more
cultivated people; her foreign afpe@, and myfterious
carriage, fuited to the habits of Agyptian fuperfition,
made them all conclude fhe muft hold private converfe
with fome Divinity. She encouraged their ealy credu-
lity : and, well inftrutted in the means of taking ad-
vantage of it, occafionally chofe her ftation under the
dark fhade of an aged oak, nearthe village of Dodona;
whence the gave anfwers, in a broken dialed, to every
one who came to confult her**. Thefe anfwers fhe
delivered in the name of the God Jupiter, with whofe
fecret councils the pretended to be intrufted.  Her pro-
phetic reputation daily increafed.  She at length fpoke
in the Greek tongue; or with a buman veice, to ufe
the words of the admiring Thefprotians **. Her fuc~
cefs gained her affociates, who became her fucceffors.
And a temple, famous for its oracular refponfes,
rofe to Dodonean Jupiter in the centre of the grove,
where the Egyptian captive had firft taken her
ftand.

SiMmiLar inftitutions were attempted, and efta-
blifhed in different parts of Greece. But the oracle of
Apollo at Delphos early acquired, and long maintained a
reputation fuperior to all other oracles in the Heathen
world. This celebrity it owed to the following cir-
cumftances.

'On the fouthern fide of the winding ridge of mount
Parnaffus, which divides the difiricts of Phocis and
Locris, and at no great diftance from the fea-ports of

14, Herador. lib. il. 13, Id.abid
Cirrha
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PARTE  Cirrha and Criffa, wasformed by nature a kind of gma
(s~ phitheatre, encompafled with ftupendous rocks. In
the mid{t of that almoft inacceffible fpot, was hallowed
a deep cavern, the crevices of which emitted a vapour
that ftrongly affeted the brain'®; and as phrenzy of
every kind, among the Grecks, was fuppofed the effech
of divine infpiration; the incoherent ‘peeches of the
herdfmen, who had approached that cavern, were re-
garded as prophetical, and afcribed to the immediate

impulfe of fome God refidiig in the place '7.

Iw confequence of this notion, an aflen:bly of the
neighbouring inhabitants was convened at Delphos,
or the folitude, as the word imports, in oider to deli-
berate on the means of beft recciving the infpiration,
and uttering the refponfés of the Divinity. For thefe
purpefes, it was refolved by that affembly to avpoint
one perfon, a virgin prophetels, whofe fafety fhould
‘be provided for by a frame placed over the principal
chafm, whence the maddening vapour iffued ; as feve-
xal of the fuperftitious multitude, who had reforted to
Delphos for information concerning futurity, had fal-
len into the cavern, while intoxicated with its efluvia,
and there perithed **.  The frame was made to reft on
threc feet, and thence called 2 Zripod. On that frame
the prophetels, who obtained, in very early times,
(from Python, one of the titles of Apollo) the name of
Pythia or Pythonefs, was feated when fhe had occa-
fion to exercife her facred function *%.

THE interpolition of public authority gave new im-
portance to Delphos, and made way for a farther
cftablilhment. A rude temple was built over the hals
lowed cavern; priefts were inflituted to determine,

10. Strabo, lib. ix. Diod. Sicul, Lib. xvi, 17, Id. ibd.
18. Diod. Sicul, ubi fup. 19.. Paufan. lib. x. Diod.
- Bicul, lib, xvi. Swabo, lib, ix,

on
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on ‘what occafions the Pythia fliould moant the facred m

tripod, in order to imbibe the prophetic fteam ; as well
3310 colledt and digeft her phrantic ravings, confu'!'edly
poured forth, while ander the fuppofed influence of
the infpiring God. And ceremonies were prefcribed,
and facrifices performed, to the prefiding Divinity,
under various names *°. At length fome pious adven-
turers from Gnoflus in Crete, landed at the port
of Criffa, and proceeding up the bold declivity of
mount Parnaffus, placed the temple at Delphos im-
mediately under the aulpices of Apollo*; by whofe
command they declared they had aéted, and whofe
pricfts they there became **.

Uwnperr this new and permanent Deity, through
the fkill of his Cretan minifters, the reputation of the
oracle rapidly increafed ; and Delphos, which had the
fingular  advantage of being mearly in the centre of
Greece, was reprefented as the centre of the world,
and the appellation of Nave! of the Earth was beftow-
ed upon it **.  The fize of the holy city became early
confiderable, and the riches and fplendour of the tem-
ple of Apollo proverbially great.

THE inftitution of the Amphifyonic council, which
was particularly intrufled by its founder (as I have for-
merly had occafion to obferve **) with the prote&tion of
the territory of the foothfaying God, added much to
the wealth and maguificence of Delphos, by fpreading
the fame of the oracle. No bufinefs of any .confe-
quence was undertaken in Greece, cither by ftates or
individuals, without confulting the Pythia. + On fuch
occafions a prefent was always neceffary < -and the opiia
Jent endeavoured to conciliate the favour of qul!o,

20. Td. ibid. a1, Homer, Hymn. gd. ol '
» !i:.‘"?ﬁ “ihid, "APONS was then s deity of hj ‘repuration in tl;:
mﬂ.‘ﬂn‘iﬂiﬂﬁ, 'i in Afia ‘Minoer, but yet of Famge on’ the cag-
tipent of Greece, “* 23. Strabo, lib, iz, R P s 1381

noad b by
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- PART L by offéfings of high value *.  Vanity was called in to
== the aid of fuperitition. ' The names of fuch as fent or

brought valuable prefents were carefully regiftered ;
and when ftatues, tripods, vafes, or other ornaments,
of precious metal or curious workmanthip, were offer-
ed at the fhrine of the God, they were publicly exhi-
bited in honour of the community, prince or private
perfon, by whom they had been beftowed. An emu-
lation in donations took place, and the treafury of the
oracle became immenfely rich and great *°.

As Delphos had acquired an increafe of wealth and
fame from the eatly guardianfhip of the council of
Amphiétyons, that council, and confequently the
oracle, obtained more extenfive influence from the con-
quefts of the Dorians under the Heraclidee.  Formerly
conflituent members of the Amphityonic aflembly,
the Dorians continued to fend deputies to its meet=
ings after they had eftablifhed themfelves in Pelopon-
nefus 3 and the people of all the provinces which the
Heraclide had conquered, within the Corinthian
ifthmus, gradually affumed the fame privilege *?. Thus
the Amphictyons became a reprefentative body of the
whole Grecian people 5 confifting not only of the three
principal tribes, Ionians, Dorians, and Zolians, but
of the feveral fubdivifions of thofe tribes, and of the
various communities formed from their promifcu-
ous cohabitation, and their combination with other
ancient tribes, as well as with foreign invaders **. The
moft diftinguifhed of thele mixed communities were
the Athenians, of Ionian extraftion partly 3 the Lace-
demonians, of Dorian defcent 3 and the Bocotians, of
ZEolian origin.

8. Vid, Difert. fur I'Oracle de Delph. par, M. Hardion, et~
aud. cit. 26. 1d. ibid.

7. See Dr. Leland's Preliminary Difeourfe to the Hifl. of Philip of
Mesedon, and Mitford's Hg’ﬂ. ¢of Greeee, chap. iv. fe¢. iii. and the aw
thor there citeds a8. 1d. ibid.

Eaca
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Each independent Graecian flate, with fome few LETTER |
exceptions, had thenceforth a right to fend two depus oy

tics or reprefentatives to the Amphi@yonic councik
One of thefe deputies, whofe office was to attend to
the civil affairs of his conftituents, under the title of
Pylagoras, was elefted by the fuffrages of the people ;
the other, called Hieromnemon, from his exclufive pris
vilege of fuperintending the bulinefs of religion, was
appointed by lot *°>.  The central city of Delphos, fo
famous for its oracle, which had been politically placed
under the prote&tion of the Amphichyons, as we have
feen, was now chofen as the place for holding their
vernal meeting. The autumnal council continued to
affemble at Thexmopyla **-

BuT neither the augmented confequence, and ima
mediate fuperintendence of the Amphictyonic council,
por the facred refpect infpired by the extended and
growing influence of the Delphic oracle, could reftrain
lawlefs rapacity from concerting a project for plunder-
ing the fhrine of Apollo. That impious project was
fornred and exccuted by the Criffeans ; whofe terris
tory lying to the fouth of Delphos, and comprehended
in an extent of about twenty-four miles in length, and
fifteen in breadth, contained three large and flourifhe
ing cities ; Criffa, Cirrha, and Anticirrha ',

A so1L comparatively fertile, an advantageous fos
reign commerce, 2nd a Jucrative inland trade, inftead
of fatisfying the defires, ferved only to increafe the
avidity of this highly favoured peoples They firft ex-
atted heavy contributions from all merchants who went
to expofe their goods to fale, and afterward from per-
fons of every defcription, who reflortzd to the Holy

a9. Leland, ubi fup. 3o. 1d. ibid.
1. Strabo, Lib. ix. Paufad. lie: x.

Vou, L Aa Cicy.
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' mawi City®*. Their vicinity to that city rendered famifiar

, ‘t""f'"" to them' the woods, the grottos, the minifters, and

the worfhip of the prophetic God. Reverence was

Ant. Chr, thus diminifhed, and avarice excited. The temple of

0‘1;;1:. Delphos was robbed, ina moment, of all the accumu-

v Jated treafure, and rich votive offerings, lavifhed by

the profufe bounty of fuperftition for ages. As

the minds of men were not prepared for fuch a horrid

facrilege, no meafures had been taken to prevent it. Nor

were any immediately adopted, for punifhing the of-

fenders: fo that the Criffeans were permitted not only

to feize, but to fecure their booty; to add murder to

robbery 3 and to defile the fa:red groves with the moft
abominable lufts **,

It belonged to the council of Amphictyons to pu-
wifh the perpetrators of thefe atrocious enormities,
which its vigilance had failed to prevent. But the de-
liberations of thatr affembly were formal and mdecifive.
And it was not without difficulty that Solon, one of
the Athenian delegates, could induce the majority of
liis affociates to adopt the obvious and neceflary refolu=
tion, under fuch circumftances, of taking vengeance
on the aggregated crimes of the Criffleans; and, by fo
doing, to vindicate the offended majefty of religion,
and refent the affront offered to the auguft Amphic~
tyonic body **.

Nor were the meafures taken in confequence of
this refolution, which gave a beginning to the Sacred
War, either prompt or vigorous. The forces firft
brought into the field by the Amphiftyons were not
equal to the enterprife for which they had been levied.
They therefore attempted iu vain, during nine years,
though f urni{hed with various reinforcements, to make

4%. Paufan, uhi fup. ZEfchin. in Ctifipbent. 33 Hd'blll-
34- Paufan, Lib, x. 35« Panfan, ubifup. Plut, Fis, Salen.

‘them-
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themfelves maftérs of any of the devéted towns %, In LETTER
the tenth fummer of the war, Crifla was carried by ‘_;“":.
affault. {rs fortifications were demolifhed, in obedi~ Ant. Che,
ance to the command of the oracle; the houfes were dﬁ?,;;p_
confumed with fire ; and the inhabitants were treated  xlvi. 2
with a feverity propertioned to the degree of their guilt,
and to the hoftile rage of the vitorious befiegers,
boiling with holy indignation. They were all either
put to the fword or committed to the flames ",

THE obje&t of the Sacred War, however, was not
yet fully accomplithed; nor was the vengeance of
Apollo completely executed, in the deflruétion of the
Criffean capital. A remnant of that impious commu-
nity ftill fubfifted in the ftrong maritime town of
Cirrha. And as it was found that the reduétion of this
place would be attended with many difficulies, re-
courfe was had to the advice of the oracle. * You
¢ flall not overturn,” faid the Pythia, the inftrument
of the mimifters of the Delphic God, “thelofty towers
« of Cirrha, until the foaming billows of blue-eyed
“ Amphitrité beat againft the refounding fhores of the
« Holy Land **."

Truis anfwer appeared abfolutely inexplicable, as
the fuccefs which it promifed was made to depend
upon a feemingly impoffible circumftance; for, how
could the fea be conveyed, for feveral Ieagues, over
rocks and mountains, {o that its waves might dafly
againft the craggy precipices, which bounded the ter-
titory of Delphos >—That dificulty mo one was able,
for a time, to obviate. The inhabitants of Cirrha,
therefore, flattered themfelves with the hope of perpes
tual fecurity ; and the majority of the members of the

26, 1. ibid. Serabo, lib, ix. 37. ZEfhin. in Cegfipbent,
Thellal. Oret, ad Atben. 3%, Paufag. lib. x.

Aazz2 Al
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PART L AmphiCiyonic council thought there was reafon for
relinquifhing an enterprife, which feemed fo unpro-
pitious to the God by whofe order the war had been
undertaken, and whofe infulted divinity it was meant
to avenge.

WaiLE thefe defponding fentiments prevailed in the
camp of the befiegers, Solon, the Athenian delegate,
who had firft roufed the Amphictyons to arms, ven-
tured to offer more fpirited counfel. His fuperior
fagacity enabled him to penetrate the myfterious
meaning, or at leaft to give a favourable turn to the
refponfe of the oracle. To bring the fea to the boun-
dary of the Holy Land, he admitted to be impoflible
for man ; but the Holy Land, he ingenioufly obferved,
might be made to communicate with the fea, by ex-
tending that boundary. In order to accomplifh this
junétion, it was only neceffary to confecrate the inter-
mediate fpace, with the fame ceremonies which had
formerly been obferved in dedicating to Apollo the
Delphian territory *%

Soron's happy explication of the anfwer of the oracle
was honoured with the unanimous approbation of his
aflociates, and preparations were inftantly made for

Ant. Chr. carrying the fuggefted expedient into execution. The
J}??”p property of the Cirrhean plain was accordingly fur-
3vii. 3. rendered to the incenfed God, with the moft pompous

formality, by the Amphictyons; and the {oldiers, ani-
mated with new courage by that pious ceremony, af-
failed the walls of Cirrha with refiftlefs fury. The
place was taken, and the dependent town of Anticirrha
fubmitred at the fame time. The facrilegious citi-
zens were cither put to the fword, or carried into
flavith captivity **, Such was the iffue of the Firf
Sacred War.

39 M. ibid, 0. Paufam, Efhin, et Theffal ubi fup-
THE
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THE community of Criffa, formerly fo rich and mm
powerful, was for ever extirpated. Its lands were U-v--'

laid walte, its cities were demolithed. The harbour
of Cirrha alone was allowed to remain entire, as a
convenient port for Delphos*. Condemned to per-
petual fterility by the oracle, the Criffean territory
leng lay in an uncultivated ftate 5 for the Dclphians,
abundantly furnifhed by fuperftition with the conveni=
encies, and even with the luxuries of life, were under
no neceffity of ploughing or fowing the ground for
fubfiftence **.

TrE fortunate termination of this war, which
ftrengthened the authority of the Amphicyonic coun-
cil, and procured new refpect to the Delphic oracle,
at the fame time that it exaited the charaéter of Solon,
was diftinguithed by the re-cftablithment of the Py-
thian Games, or feftival in honour of Apollo. Thefe
games, which had been interrupted by a long train of
hottilities and calamities, were now celebrated with a
pomp worthy of the occafion. The Amphictyons be-
ftowed on the victors, inftead of the f{canty rewards
ufually offered to gymnaftic combatants at fuch public
folemnities, the moft precious [poils of the Criflean
cities *.

Nor was this the only innovation made by the
Amphi&yons, on the reftoration of the Pythian fefti-
vals. They propofed prizes for competitors in inftru-
mental mufic, unaccompanied with poetry: and thus
feparated the fiffer-arts, which had hitherto been united
in all mufical competitions at the Gracian feftivals ;
the laurel crown being always adjudged to the poetic

41, Id. ibid. 4%. Lucian. in Phalar.

43. The viftors in the Olympic Games received only an Olive
chaplet or crown, and o branch of Palm. Sce Welt's Differt. on the
Olymp, Gamer, Se&. xvi. et audt, cit.

Aag mufician,



WF—‘*
38 THE HISTORY OF

PART'L  mulician, who animated -the effuons of his genius
with the found of his voice and lyre *,

How far that feparation was beneficial or hurtful to
the advancement of thofe arts, I fhall afterward have
occafion to confider, in tracing the progrels of Gra-
cian Poetry and Mufic. At prefent, my Lord, we
muft invefligate a more important fukject.

Ant Chr.  BEFORE the conclufion of the Sacred war, Solon

Glamp, bad been chofen archon, and entrufted, by his coun-

alvi 3. trymen, with the reformation of the laws and confti-

tution of the Atheniun ftate. Aware of the difficulties

he had to eacounter, Solon began his archonfhip with

compofing the minds of the people, and predifpofing

them for the changes neceflary to be made in the go-

vernment.  With a view to the firlt of thefe objecls,

he endecavoured to quiet the rival factions of Cylon

and Megacles, by which Athens was then diltracted,

and which had their origin in a very extraordinary pro-
ceeding.

Dur1nG the firft year of the Sacred War, Cylon, a
powerful citizen, and fon-in-law to Theagenes, tyrant
of Megara, was encouraged by his flatterers, and an
equivocal refponfe of the Delphic oracle, to ufurp the
fupreme power. Ir profecution of this ambitious pro-
je&, being furnifhed with 2 body of troops by Thea-
genes, he feized the Acropolis or citadel of Athens.
"The people, among whom he feems to have formed no
party, inftantly flew to arms. They were joined by
the inhabitants of the country; and Cylon, fecing no
profpect of relief, privately made his efcape #. His
adherents, thus deferted, and prefled by famine, fat

44. Sce Blackwell's Inguiry inta the Lifc of Homer, and Gillies's Hifl,
of Grescey chap. v. et audl. cits 45+ Thucyd, lib. 3.
I down



ANCIENT EUROPE
down as fuppliants by, the altar of Minerva iu the cita-

del*°.  Perfuaded by, Megacles, then archon, to quit o |

their fan&tuary, under a promife of perfonal fafety,
they were notwithftanding put to death by order of
that magiftrate and his colleague *7 : and fome of them
were flain, even at the fhrine of the Goddefs **,

In confequence of this facrilegious breach of faith,
thefe magiftrates were called the accurfed of the God-
defs *°, and became ‘the objects of public hatred *°,
Meantime the fecret adberents of Cylon, unit with
fuch of his avowed partizans as had efcaped the gene-
ral flaughter **, gathered new {trength and confidence,
and loudly demanded juftice on the aflociates of Me-
gacles ; he himfelf, it fhould appear, being removed
from that inqueft by death. The influence of the fa-
mily of Megacles was great in Adhens. But there was
no withftanding, among a fuperflitious peopie, the cry
againft the crime of unexpiated facrilege 5 to which the
friends of Cylon artfully imputed all the misfortunes
thiat afflicted, or thofe that thresioied the flate, Solon
was, therefore, able to per{uade {uch of the accufed ma-
giftrates as remained alive to itand triul.  They were
found guilty, by a grand jury of three Lundred citi-
zens of the higheft clafs, and driven into exile *%
Nor was this punifbment thought fufficient to fatisfy
the vengeance of the offendcd Deity. Tle bodies of
the dead were dug out of the grave, and conveyed be-
yond the limits of Attica *,

WarLE Athens was agitated with the violent dil-
putes which preceded the trial of thofe obnoxious

46. 1d. ibid. A47. Plut. Fit, Solon,
48. Td. ibid. Thucyd. ubi fup. 49 Thucyd. lib. i.
ro. Plut. ¥it. Sulam,
53. Thofe whoapplied to the wives of the magiftrates, Plutarch tells
us, were fpared. Vit. Sojon,
53+ Plut. ubi fup. 54- 1d. ibid. et Thucyd. ubi fup.
Aag magif-

|
1
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PART I magiftrates, and which enfeebled the councils of the
W~ ftate, the people of Megara retook Salamis. This

lofs augmented the fuperftitious fears of the Atheni-
ans; and Epimenides, a pious fage, decply fkilled in
religious myfteries, was f{ent for from Crete. On his
arrival, he contraéted an intimate friendfhip with Solon,
and {moothed the way for the reception of the inftitu-
tions of that legiflator **. By expiations and luftra-
tions, he hallowed and purified the city of Athens,
and made the people more obfervant of juftice, and
more inclined to union *°,

Sovron, however, condutted himfelf with great
caution, in the exercife of that high authority with
which he was vefted. He refolved to make no inno«
vations bhut fuch as appeared ablolutely neceflary,
and which he had reafon to think would be approved
by the majority of his fellow-citizens. Hence his li-
beral anfwer to thofe who queflioned him in regard to
his legiflation, That if he had not given the Athenians
the beft poflible laws, he had given them the befl they
were capable of receiving *’.  Conformable to this
mild and moderate principle, wifely tempering coercion
with lenity, he began the exercife of his legiflative
fun&ion with repealing all the bloody laws of Draco,
except thofe concerning murder. He next {truck
at the root of the reigning evil; the unequal divifion of
property; which enabled the rich to tyrannize over the

55, Plut. 7y, Sofon, £6. 1d. ibid. When Epime~
nides was ready to take his departure, the Athenians effered to load
him with honours and rewards ; but he wauld only accept of a branch
of the facred Olive that grew near the temple of Minerva in the Acro~
polis, and which was {aid to have fprung out of the earth at her com-
mand. (Plut et Diag. Laert, #in Solon.) This was a prefent worthy
of difintercited wifdom and fuperier fan&ity, and which could not
fail to fpread the veputation of both, with the influence of Epinenides,
ever the minds of men,

§7. Plut. Fit, Solen,

poor,
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poor, incited the poor to alarm therich for their fafery, Ll'l&‘lli
and both to embroil the ftate **. -

'To relicve the former party, without offending the
latter, was a delicate bufinefs; and it was Ikilfully
managed. Solon got both parties to join in a common
facrifice, called Seifach theia, or  the feall of Deli-
verance from Burdens *° ;” a pious prelude to a gene-
tal infolvent adt, or full releale of perfons and things,
which enabled him to accomplifh his purpofe, and ina
manner that gave fatisfaction to the more liberal mind-
ed Athenians of all ranks, as well as to the multitude *°.

‘He maintained the former divifion of property, but
abolifhed debts, and reduced the legal intereft of mo-
ney, while he made effeCtual provifion, That an infol-
vent debtor {hould not, in future, become the flave of
his creditor 5 be compelled to deliver up his children to
fervitude, or to fell them for the difcharge of any
debt °',

IIaviNG {urmounted this grand difficulty, and
eftablifhed fuch preliminary ordinances as feemed im-

58, Id. ibid. 59. Diog Laert. Pit. Selon.

6o, For, as Ariltotle fagcly obferves, * Solon innovated no farther
“on ancient eftablithments, than feemed neceflary to promere and
& focure the enfranchifement of the people.””  (Palit. lib, 1i.) Some of the
poor, indeed, thought he did too little for them, and many of the rich,
that he did too much ; but his jullice and moderation were admired
by the great body ol his fellow-citizens,  Plut. et Diog. Lacrt, Fita
Selon,

61. Ariftor. Plut. et Diog. Laert. ubi fup. But the Athenian fluves,
after all the citizens were enfranchifed, greatly exceeded the number
of free men,  Toward thefe degroded fellow-creatures, the difgrace of
Greck and Roman policy, Solon could only excend his humanity, by
framing regulations for their better treatment.  Their fervicude was
accordingly henceforth more gente, and their condition in all refpeéts
more cligible in Atliens, thar in any other Gracian ftate.  (Demoith,
Philipp, iii.) They were placed under the proteéion of the lawe, and
might # rofecate their mafiers for ill afuge.  Atbenzus, lib. vii,

mediately
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PART L mediately neceffary for public peace, the Athenian
S==V"' legilator proceeded to balance the conftitution of the
ftate. With this view, he divided the citizens, or
' free inhabitants.of Attica of mative origin, together
‘with fuch foreigners as had been naturalized, into four
clafles, regulated folely by a cenfus of the annual pro-
duce of their lands ®*; {o that an open courfe was left
for hope and emulation, as a citizen of any of the inferior
claffes might, by frugality and honeft induftry, obtain
@ place in the higheft, and confequently a title to all

the honours and offices connected with it *,

Tue firlt clafs confifted of fuch citizens as had
an annual income of at leaflt five hundred medimn:, or
meafures of liquid, as well as of dry commodities
namely, corn, wine, and oil ; equivalent to between
five and fix hundred pounds fterling, according to the
prefent value of money. The fecond clals was com-
pofed of fuch as had an income of three hundred mea-
fures; the third clafs, of fuch as had an income of
two hundred meafures 3 and the fourth, and by far the
moft numerous clafs, of fuch as either poflefied no pro-
perty in land, or the annual produce of whofe eftates
was below two hundred meafures .

To Athenians of the firft clafs Solon confined the
archonfhip, with other offices of expence and dignity ;

62, Plut, Fit. Selem, 63. Ariftotle, in forming his
deu of w citizen, feems to have had his eye on the Athenian conitite-
rion, #s reformed by Solem. ¢ Generally fpeaking, fays he, “ a
“ cITIZEN is ane partating egually of fubordination and power."” The defi-
wition may be extendsd to diffcrent fiates, but in ome the boff confiitured, a
witizen is a fubjedt competent to, and occafionally candidate for every
effice, in proportion to his eftimarion and good life.” Palit. lib, iii.

64. Plut, Vit, Selow. The Attic medimnum, the meafure here com-
puted by, was equivalent, according to the computation of Dr. Arbuth~
not, to four pecks and fix piats, o fomewhat better thap an Englith
bufhel.

ta
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2o thofe.of the {econd and third clafies, he appropri- o
ated the inferior magiftracies, with the municipal and ‘,_“__v.
military offices ; rcfmmg only to thofe of the fourth

clafs an equal voice in the aflcmbly of the people, with

all the other common privileges of citizens **. And

that voice, and thefe privileges, were fufficient to give

this clals, by reafon of its numbers, an afcendency

over the other three, norwithftanding their official {us
periority. To the collective body of the Athenian cis

tizens, legally convened, belonged not only the right

of eleting and judging magifirates and minifters, ens

trufted, for a limited time, with public authority, but

alfo the power of deciding ultimately in all cafes, legil-

lative, executive, and juridical °°,  They only could

contraét or diflolve alliances, and with them remained

thie alternative of peace and war *7

Aware of the danger of thus devolving fovercignty
into the hands of the people, though on the generous
principle, That the few ought not to command, and the
muny obey, Solon inflituted, for the fupport of his po=
litical fyftem, a new council or fenate ; confilting of
four hundred members, annually chofen from the four
wribes into which the Athenians were then divided,
one hundred out of each tribe, and from the three
higher claffes of citizens ®'. Such an affembly, he con-

65- Plut. ubi fup. Ariftot. Fragm. de Civit. Atben, et Polit. 1ib. ii.

66. Solon dircéted, that ir the Athenian courts of juftice, both civil
and criminal canfes fhould be decided by a fer of men taken, in the
manner of an Eaglih jury, from the body of the people, the archons
only prefiding as judges. 1d, ibid.

7. Ariftot. ubi fup. ct Xenoph. Pelit. Atben.

68, Xcnoph, ubi fup, et Plut. #ir. Selon. The Athenians were ufter-
ward divided into tea tribes, and then fifty {cnagors being chofen out of
gach tribe, the whole pumber became five hundsea; whence the
Benate was rommumonly called the Council of Five Hundred, or fimply
The Five Hundred,

cluded,
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PART L cluded, would hoid a fway, which the college of ar-
==~ chons had not been ablc to maintain. He, therefore,

committed to the fenate many of the executive powers
that had formerly belonged to thole magiftrates, as a
council of ftate; and, among others, the fole right of
equipping fleets and armies, befide fuch high privileges
as were peculiar to its conftitution ; the prerogative of
eonvoking the popular affembly, of examining and ap-
proving all matters of debate before they could be pro-
pofed in that affembly, and of enaéting laws which had
force during a year, without requiring the confent of
the people *°.

THE weight of this fenate, which affembled every
day, except on feftivals, infufed a confiderable mixture
of ariftocracy into the Athenian conftitution. And
Solon endeavoured to raife an additional and powerful
counterpoife, in order to preferve yet more iteadily
the balance of flate, againft the hazards attending the
uncertainty and turbulence of democratic rule 7, That
he in fome meafure effeéted, by reftoring and aug-
menting the confequence of the court of Areopagus,
which the inflitutions of Draco had almoft annihilated.
By thole of Solon it was invefted, belide its criminal
jurifdiétion, with a general infpection over the laws
and religion, as well as over the manners of the citi=
zens’'. Compofed folely of thole magiltrates, who

had

6. 1d. ibid. Before the expiration of that term, the gond or evil
erndency of any law would become obyious o the muultitade, and
might be more {afely annulled or confirmed. Nor wonld the multitude
be often wrong, when unprejudiced.  For, as Ariftotle jultly remarks,
«although the conflituent members of a popular afemb'y, each and
“ by himfelf, thall judge worfe than 2 well-cducared mun, yer the
“ whole and together fhall decide berter, ar certainly nor worfe, than
# a council of ftatefmen.’  Polit. lib. iii.

70. Plut. et Ariftot. ubi fup.

3. Md,ibid. * Rathey adiupting his lows to the flate of his sountry,”

fays
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had pafied through the office of archon with credit, LFTTER
and ftood the feruting of the people, the Areopagus g
was entitled to affume not only a cenforial, but in cri-

tical times, evena fort of diGatorial power 7*. It was

the only Athenian tribunal in which the judges held

their feats for life, and from whole decrees there lay

no legal appeal to the popular afiembly 7.

Havixng thus fecured the government of the repub-
lic by the fenate and Areopagus, as by two firm ane
chors, Solon fondly hoped, that it would not thence-
forth become the {port of the waves of popular fury,
He found himfelf, however, miftaken. The giddy
Athenians fet no bounds to their defire of innovation.
They were perpetually foliciting the legiflator for fome
new regulation or amendment . In order to avoid
their eager importunities, he refolved to travel, But

fays Plutarch, * than his country to hix /aw:, and perceiving that the
“ territory of Attica, which but poorly rewarded the labours of the
% hufhandman, was far frem being fafficient to fuppert a lesy muftitude,
% Solon olnd that Trapes fhould be accounted RONOURARLE; and
@ that the council of Arcopapus fhould examins into every man's mesar
“ of Iﬂ;;‘fm:r. and rﬁ;y‘?.rf. the wle.”” Plut, #7it. Selen.

72, Hocrat. Oiat. Arecpag.

73. 1d.ihid. See nlfo Potter's Archeolog. Grae. book i chap i, er
anél. cit. Such was the political fyltem eftablithed at Athens by Sclon.
Th enter Into a detail of his civil regulutions, would be deviating from
the ohje of this work ; efpecially asmoft of his Jaws are now becoms
familiur, by being adapted into the Roman code, and thence conveyed
into the jurifprudence of moft nations in Modern Europe.  Some of
them, however, arc [ Hicicutly memorable to merit particular puticr,
© Let no man,” fays hie, * {land neuter, in times of fedition, under
« penalty of banifhment ané confifcation; let mo fon be obliged te
« malntain a father, who has not tanght him fome trade let not a guar-
o dian live in the fame houfe with the mother of his ward, 1 an ar-
« chon is found in public intoxicated with liquor, let him be put te
« death. If  man detedts his wife in adultery, and lives with her
s afterward, lec him be accounted infamcus” Plut et Diog, Laest,
7it. Solon. Demofth. et Aul, Gell, pallim.

74+ Plut. #u. Solon.

befors
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PART 1. before his depirture; he procured 2 promife from the

v hole body of citizens, folemnly cenfirmed by oath,

“That they would abolifh mone of Kis inflitutions for
ten years 7%, After fuch a term of experience, he
wifely conje@ured, that whatever alterations fhould
feem neceflary, might be made with greater certainty
of contributing to public happinefs ™

Bur the Athenians, though not utterly regardlefs
of their oath, paid little refpeét to the inftitutions of

95. Herodot. lih. i. Procius, in Time.

76, % Governments ever fhould be coniiitared,” fays Ariflotle,
« with a view to the bappingfs of the conflatwents,”  (Poiit, lib. wii.) This
axiom | have endeavoured to confirm in treating of the Spartan go-
wernment ; the deficiency of which, with refpe@ to internal felicity,
cannot be miorz firongly marked than in the words of Alcibiades.
s There is nothing {ingular,” he was wont te fay, “ that the Lacedae-
& monians thould die fearlefsly in hattle; for confidering the miferies
W they fuffer under their rigid inftitutions at home, they may well
« choole a glorious death in the ficld, in exchange for fuch a life,"”
{ Flizn, For, Hiff. 1i%. xiii.chap. xxviit.) The fpirit of the inltitutions
of Solon wag, in almoft all refpe@s, the reverlc of that of Lycurgus;
znd an equal contraft of charadter, of aufterity and mildnefs, was oh-
fervable hetween the people of Athens and thofe of Sparta, as we (hall
have occafion to fee in tracing the hiltory of the two ftates, Moral
and intellectual improvenocnt, jullice, humanity, and mutual fym-
pathy, were the leading priuciples of Solon, He did pot attempt to
force, but to cultivate the nature of man.  And the great objedt of his
policy was, the uow of [df-lve and fucial, by direting equally the
botes and fears of the Athenians, the resfin und pafioms of art to the
[fecurity of ant. Henee his celeorated anfwer to the queftion, “ How
* may rwjury and hjﬁ}fu be exiluded from buman fvﬂ'ﬂ’ Pl B}‘ teach
“ jng all,” replicd he, “ to feel the ijuries done to cach,” (Diog. Laert.
¥ Solen.) “ He imagined and reduced to fyftem, “ to ufe the words
of a refpedable medern Author, “ a commonwealth shercin virtue,
# whercin property, and every fubftantial difcrimination from cha-
» ra&er or profeflion was acknowledged and preferved ; and wherein
“ the beft principles of ariftocrasic and popular government were
« combined, by inititutions equally fawourable to fubordigation and
“to liberty; to civil gradatious, sad o the rights of mankind.
Young, Hif. b, book i

Solon,
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ture, the three faftions or parties, into which the peo-
ple of Attica had been formerly divided, made again
their appearance § namely, thofe of the Lowlands, the
Highlands, and the Coaft; or, in other words, the
Ariftoeratical, Democratical, and Moderate parties 7
The latter party received ftrong fupport from Mega=
cles, reprefentative of the opuleat and powerful family
of the Alcm=zonids. At the head of the Ariftocratical
party ftood Lycurgus, the fon of Ariftolaides, alfo a
man of ancient family, and of gréat wealth and confe~
quence. The Democratical party was governed by
Pififtratus ; a diftinguifhed young man, who traced
his high defcent from the patriotic Codrus : and who
added to fuperior talents and accomplithments—to the
moft perfuafive eloquence and the deepeft political
difcernment, a daring fpirit, and engaging manners 7,
He had been {ucceisfal in feveral naval and military en-
terprifes, in which his valour and conduct were equally
confpicuous; and feemed naturally formed for fway .
Meanwhile he affeCted the greateft moderation, and
captivated the hearts of the populace by his affability
and liberality *'.

Tuzse three parties, and their leaders, divided and
diftradled the Athenians of all conditions, when Solon
returned to his native city ; after he had fpent the num-
ber of years, mentioned ac his departure, in vifiting

97. Plut. #it. Solen. 78, 1d. ibid.

7. Plut. ubi fup. Herodot. lib. i. v. vi,

8o. Herodot. et Plut, ubi {up.

g1, 1d. ibid. He was always attended by two or three flaves, car-
rying bags of money, in order to enable hini to relieve the neceflities of
the poor. At the fame time, he reproved idlenefs, and encouraged
induftry. (Mearf, in Pififirat.) And Le carricd his feeming love of
m fo(far, as ta otdfrﬁth: )gucs of his gardens and orchards to be
iefe open, that the frait might be common to alle Id, abid.

: Varcus

# |

Solon, during his abfence?”. Soon after his depars LETTEE
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PART L varions conntries, and had refided fome time in Hgypty
== in Cyprus,and in Lydia**. The venerable legiflator was

veceived, on his return, with the moft profound re=
fpect by his countrymen. Yet, viclent as the ftorm
was, which agitated the fate, it does not appear that
his experienced wifdom was folicited by the majority.
of any party, to guide the helm of government. He
endeavoured, however, though ineffectually, by his
perfonal influence, to reconcile the heads of the dif-
ferent factions, and to appeafe the animofity of their ad-
herents *3.  But their prejudices were become rooted 3
and their oppofition having affumed the femblance of
principle, pride and fhame equally confpired to prevent
a coalition. Solon, therefore, could only watch, with
parental care, over the fafety of that conftitution
which he had framed, without attempting to adminif-
ter a remedy for its diforders,

82. Plut. #it. Seln. During the refidence of Solon in Lydia, is fup-
pofed ty have happened that famous converfation with Croclus, which
has been retailed by fo many hiftorians, and which had for its nhjed
the inftability of human greatnefs, admirably illuftrated by Herodotus
in the hiftory of the Lydian monarch, (Hifloriar, 1ib, i.) Plutarch,
fond of ftory-telling, has repeated it in his Life of Solon, becanfe of ifs
celebrity, as he fays, notwithftanding the difagreement of the prcn:ndcd.
interview berween Sclon and Crocfus with certain chronological tables §
from which fomne writers had atiempted to prove it to be fiélitions, but
which he reprefents as not to be depeaded upon. (Plut. Fit. Safon.)
And this artful apology for blending truth and falfehood, has been cons
fidered by a multitude of modern authors asa prool of the uncertainty
of all ancient chronology, as Plutarch could not rely on it.  To me,
however, irappears only a proof, that the converfation alluded to was
confidered as fabulous by the more judicious ancient hifforians, and
that the old man was difpofed to relate it, for the puzpofe of embel-
lihing his norrative. 1 cannot therefore help exprefing my furprife,
that fo judicious o writer as Dr, Gillics, who places the nfurpation of
Pifiltratus (univerfully allowed to haye happencd after the return of.
Sulon to Athens)in the year 578 before the Chriftian #ra, and the ac«
ceflion of Croefus to the Lydian throne fixteen years later, in the year
562 belore the fame ®ra, (Hifl. Greeee, chap. vii. and ehap, viii. xiii,)
fhould ingrafy, this conver[ation intu the page of hiftery.

83, Plut. #it. Solen.

Pisis=
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PIsISTRATUS who was relatsd to Solon by the LE
mother’s fide, and whofe mind had been early formed - ‘
by the inftruétions of that legiflator, ftrove to blind
his vigilance by the moft fedate deportment, and the
warmeft declarations of his love of liberty and equal
freedom. The keen eyes of Solon, however, penea
trated the fine difguife, and read the real defigns of
his too afpiring pupil **.  But before he could concert
any meafures for defeatirig them, Piliftratus, by a bold
artifice, or brave and fortunate efcape from a confpis
racy againft his life, became mafter of the republic. 44 epe
Having wounded himfelfy and the mules that drew his 0{?3‘ _
chariot, fays Herodotus} but more probably being fl;p'
altually wounded by affaflins, as he declared, in his
4vay to his country [cat, he returned to the city, and
rove violently into the Ayora or Market-place ¥,
F1LLED with compaffion for the lacerated condition
of their engaging demagogue, the people crowded about
him ; while he, in a pathetic fpegch, afcribed the ime
potent vengeance of his envious and ctuel eriemies
a—the ills he had fuffered, and thofe he had to fear,
folely to his difinterefted patiiotifm «rid friendfhip for
the poor. Deeply affeéted, alike by what they heard
and faw, the enraged miultitade were ready to fly to
arms. In order to quiet them, a general affembly was
fummoned ; and that affembly, at the motion of a
popular leader, in fpite of all the argumients of Bolon,
and the oppofition of the two rival fattions; appointed
Pififtratus a guard of fifty men®% This guard he
took the liberty to augment, under various prctcnccs,
without exciting the jealoufy of the people'”s At
length, finding himfelf fufficientiy ftreng for dccomp<
lifhing his purpofe, he threw off the malk; took

&4, Plut. ubi fup, 83, Herodot. lib. 5. Plut, Pia. Selon:
6. 1d. ibid, 87. Plut. ¥ir. Selens

You L Bb pefleffion
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ﬂ&'ﬂ poﬂ'cﬂion of the Acropolis, and ufurped the govern-

ment of the ftute™.

Durinc the commotion raifed by that revolution,
Megacles and his principal adherents fought fafety in
flight.  Nor does it appear that Lycurgus and his par-
tizans took any meafures for reftoring the liberties of
Athens.  But Solon, although old and unfupported
by any faltion, was true to his principles. He one
while upbraided the Athenians with cowardice; and,
at another, exhorted them to attempt the recovery of
their freedom. “ It would have been eafier,” faid
he, “ to have reprefled the growth of tyranny; but
“ pow when it has attained fome height, it will be
¢ more gloriousto cut it down *.”" Finding, however,
that none of the people had courage to take arms, he
returned to his own houfe; and having laid zfide all
thoughts of making any other public effort, placed his
weapons at the ftrect-door, exclaiming with confcious
pride, in the hearing of his fellow-citizens, * I have
¢ done all in my power to defend, from defpotifm, my
“ country aud its laws *°!”

Bur

"83. Herodot. et Plut. ubi fup. 89 Plut, 7t Selon.
go. B ibid. Thus confoled, the Athenian legiflator paffed his
few renaining years as a wife man ought, be the accidents in life
what they may : in [ocial converfe with his friends, and in the exer-
tife of his intelle@usl powers; but efpecinlly of his poetical talen,
which he feams at al! times to have cultivated, and employed asa

scfource amid the rubs of forrune, Mence the Rollowing manly
fentiment :

« For Vice, though plenty ils her horn,
* And Virtue finks in want forlorn ;
“ Yer ne'er fhall Sovon meanly change
v His Truth for Wealth's mofl ealy rihige!
 Bince Virtue lives, and Truth fhall ftand,
“« While Wealth chudes the grafping hand. -
The fame talent Tervéd to diflipate thie langour of old age:

oy < [ .. “‘ﬁ“
7
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Bur Pififtratus, in affuming regal dignity, and in- A

vefting himfelf with fupreme power, made no change S
in the forms of the Athenian conftitution, as eftab-
lithed by Solon. He allowed 2ll its affemblies, its
magiftracies, its offices civil and military, to vemain :
and he enforced the due execution of law and juftice,
not only by his authority but his example; readily
obeying a citation to appear in the court of Areopagus,
on a charge of murder, for which he was acquitted %',
Hence the frequent faying of Solon: “ Lop off only
“his ambition, cure him of the luft of fway; and
€ there is not a man more difpofed to every virtue, or
¢ a better citizen than Pififtratus *.”

Avr the virtues of this accomplithed prince, how-
ever, added to his high renown in arms, could not
reconcile the Athenians to kingly power. Twice was
Pififtratus obliged to {eek refuge in exile, and as often
did he recover the fovereignty of Attica, by his fu-
perior talents; his comrage, his conduét, and cap-
tivating manners®’. The caufes of thefe revolutions,
and the circumftances with which they were attended,
were thought fufficiently important by Herodetus to
be particularly enumerated in his narration: and he
was a good judge of fuch matters. Dut to the ancient
Greeks, many things relative to their own affairs ap-
peared important, which would feem altogether fri-
volous to an inhabitant of Modern Europe. 1 fhall
therefore, my Lord, only offer to your confideration
a few leading facls, intimately conneted with the
charaéter of Pififtratus, aud the ftate of the people of
Attica during his domination,

« | grow in learning as 1 grow in years,”

Says bie; and afterward adds, with much good humour :

“ Wine, Wit, und Beauty, Rill their charms beflow ;

% Lightall the Bade: of kife, snd eheer s 85 we go.”

Excerpt. in Plut. Fit, Solona

9. Plut. Fit. Sclox. 92. Plut. et Diog. Laert. ubi fup.
93 Herodow lib. i.
& Bbz Tre
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Tue only crime imputed to this famous ufurper, or
Athenian tyrant, as he is commonly called, was an ex~
cels of political caution. He confined the honours

and offices of the ftate almoft exclufively to his own
partizans °%.  Enraged at finding themfelves and their
adherents deprived of all power and confequence, Me=-
gacles and Lycurgus, the leaders of the two deprefled
parties, united their flrength againft their exulting
rival, and expelled him the republic®. Megacles,
however, diffatisfied with the anarchy that enfued, fent
propofals of fupport to the banifhed chief. His alli-
ance was accepted, and Pififtratus again took poffeflion
of the government *.  But Megacles, on a frefh dif
guft, turned againft him the whole weight of the
Alcmaonids; and they being joined by the partizans
of Lycurgus, with whom a reconciliation had taken
place, obliged the tyrant once more to diveft himfelf
of his authority, and quit his native country *’.

Prs1sTRATUs retired to Eretria, in the illand of
Tuboea. There, though in banifhment, he peflefled fo
much perfonal intereft, and was held in fuck high
vonfideration by the neighbouring ftates, that he was
able, in the eleventh year of his exile, to enter the
ferritory of Attica at the head of an armed force, and
fake himfelf mafter of Marathon *®. Here he erefted
his ftandard. Partizans flocked to him from all quas-
ters; and he foon found himfelf firong enough to
venture to march toward Athens®. The Alcmwxonids

94. Meurf. in Pififlrat. Thucydid. lib, vi,

95. Herodot. Lib, 1. 96, 1d. ibid.

97. Herodot. ubi fup, The word myawes or tyranf, smong the
Grecks, had no relution to the abule of power, the meaning now
commonly affixed to it. It was employed folely to denote u citizen
woo had ofurped the government of a free flate, whiutever ufc he
might muke of his authority, But that fuch authority was generally
abuled, mult alfo be admitied, And hence the modern acceptation
of the word.

28, Hurodot. hibs 4 g9. Id. ibid,

met



ANCIENT EUROPE

373

s |

met him with a formidable army, before he reached mﬁ?
the metropolis. But they allowed themfelves to be (mymud

furprifed, and their forces were inftantly routed ',

Now was the feafon for Pififtratus to difplay his
clemency: and his prefence of mind, fetting afide
his humanity, was too great to let {lip the opportunity.
He ordered his two fons, Hippias and Hiparchus, to
ride after the fugitives, and tell them, in his name,

that they had nothing to fear, if they would go quictly agiiibay

to their feveral homes ***.  That mcflage had the de-
fired effe®. The Athenian militia, relying on the
unimpeached faith of their virtuous but too ambitious
fellow-citizen, utterly difperfed themfelves, and never
more affumed the form of an army; fo that Pififtra-
tus entered Athens without refiftance, and took a third
time poflellion of the government **%,

‘THE flanghter, however, was confiderable, notwith-
ftanding the politic interpofition of the generous victor,
And, in order more effetually to fecure his fway, as
well as to provide againft the future effufion of blood,
the mild ufurper judged an a& of feverity ncceflary.
He demanded, as hoflages, the fons of all thofe citizens
who had been moft adtive in arms againft him, and
who had not fled their country; and fent them to the
ifland of Naxus, which he had formerly conquered.
He alfo retained, for the fapport of his authority,
part of his foreign troops ***, By thefe wife precau-
tions, and an equitable adminiftration, Pififtratus re-
mained undifturbed mafter of Attica, till his death ;
and tranf{mitted the tyranny, or fupreme power, to his

two fons, Hippiasand Hipparchus '®,
Hip-

109, Herodot. ubi fup. 301, Herodot. lib. L 102, 1d. ibid, -
103. Herodot. lib. i.
164, Id. ibid. I have not concealed the great or the good qualities
of Pifilfiratus; yet can 1 nat afcribe ull hisbeneficent actionsto iberal
Bl motives
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:' PART 1. . HippArcHUS, although reprefented by the accurate
P Thurydxdcs:stheyoungcr brother ***, appears to have
- fucceeded his father in the government of the Athe-
nian ftate "°°, He was a munificent patron of learning

and the liberal artsy and drew around him own of

genius from all parts of Greece. In imitation of his

illuftrious fire and predccefior, he adorned the city of

Athens with many fplendid buildings, while he culti-

vated the morals and polifhed the manners of its

e — inhabitants; encouraged induitry, and rewarded

motives. A man whafe popularity, acquired by many blandifhments,
enabled him, and whofe ambition prompted him, to affome the maftery
over his fellow=citizens ; and who found it neceffary to maintain his
power, not only by a military force, but hy & perpetual attention to
the favour of that populace by which he had acquired it, would often be
obliged to difemble his fintimeats, and even to affedd thefe which he did
not fiel. He muft frequently have had recourle toboth jfimulation and
dfimulation; not only in words and exterior debavieur, but in agions or
public eondudd, whatever might be the natural pl’uh:t]' of his d:fpuﬁhon,
or the fincerity of his private [riendfhips.

Lcannct therefare helicve, becaufe Pififtratus furnithed the Athe-
nians with the firfl complete collefion of Homer's poems, that “ he was
asalows to dfufs among them the fberel and manly [entimeat of that di-
wine poet.”  (See Dr. Gillies's Ziyfi. of Grewe, chap. xiii.) 1 rather
think he was defirour, like every politic ufurper, of furnifbing them
with amufoxent, That they might not perevive he had left them only the
Padew of liferty, in the form: of their fiee confiitution, and attempt to
reevver the fubffance ; that they might have lefs feifure or inclination to
o n.slinfl his .r\&ii‘r.ir_r geverament.

With the fame view, he greatly encouraged induflry and agri-
enlture, in preference to commerce, or fuch mechanic arts as might
sugment the population of the faious city of Athens, (Meurf. in
Pififrot. Flan, Var. Hifl. lib. ix. cap. xxv.) In a word, Pififtra-
tus was & molt [cdu@ive orator, a confummate politician, and an ac-
complifhed prince ; and, as fuch, I have reprefented him. No abfo-
lute fovereign, in ancient or modern times, appears to have been a

mor: perfe@ mafter of the art of reigning, though he never affumed
the title of King.

105. Thucid. lib. vi.

106. Plato in Higparch. JElian, Far. Hiff. Tib. wills cap, . Meurf,
n Pififirat,

merit,
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merit "% He was fin by Harmodius and Arifto- LETEER
giton, in refentment of a private jury ', And

notwithftanding his public virtues, and an adminiftra.
tion which, in the language of panegyric, is faid to
have revived the memory of the Golden Age, fo ftrong
was the deteftation of the Athenians againft regal
power, after they had recovered their freedom, that
his murderers were long celebrated as the deliverers of
their country from tyranny**”: and many fatues
were crected to perpetuate the memory of the perpe-
trators of the crime '*°!

THE tyranny at Athens, however, did not, properly
{peaking, commence till after the death of Hippar-
chus. Hippias, highly incenfed at the aflaflination of
his brother, and alarmed for his own fafety, put to
death many of his fellow-citizens, befide Harmo-

107. Id ibid. " B
108. Thucydid lib.vi. Harmodius being in the beom of yourl and

Beauty, (fuys the Greck hiflorian) Ariftogiton, an Athenian citizen,
of & more advanced age, doated npen bim, (according to the abominahle
rove of Tue Geerxs) and bad bim i bis poffiffion, to ufe the plain
language of Thucydides (lib. vi.)) Hipparchus, who was addicted, it
feems, to the fame unnatural luft, eagerly folicited the favours of
Harmodius. But although unfuccefsful, he did not slu/e to mate wfe of
foree. (1d. Thid.) Meanwhile Ariftogiton was inflamed with jotlos/y,
and fillcd with terror, at the adwances of fo pereerful a rival; and the
Lovrn and the Baroven, roufed to refentment by an aggravating
circumilance, not conneded with this infamous amour—an attempt to
éifgrace the fifter of Harmodius, concerted and accomplifhed the
murder of the Atheuian prince. Thacydid. ubi fup.

T fhall leave others (See Young's Hiff. of Athens, book i chap,
viii. and Gillies's Hifl. of Greeee, chap. xviii.) to maintain the purity of
fuch commexions 3 for to me they have always appeared fufpicious, Pl
tarch has endeavoured to fhade them underthe veil of virtuous friend-
thip; but, in relating fads, he forgets his general reafonings.

109. Thueyd. lib. vi. Demoft. Orat. in Leptin.  Plin. Hifl. Nat. lib,
XXXiV. cap. viil.

116. A crime, which Thueydides affirms, arale from “ a wmpetition
in leve;” and io that love which pature abhors. Thucyd. kb. wi.

m‘
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fell victims to his feverity "', Yet farther to fecure
his power, and even to prcmdc a retreat, in cafe of
ncceﬂity, he looked around him for foreign aid 5 and
bhaving married his daughter Archedice to Zantides
fon of Hlppoclus, tyrant of Lampfacns, with whofe
family he entered into a clofe political alliance ***, he
thenceforth governed the Athenians with all the rigour
of defpotifm ***.

THE exiled Alemzonids and their adherents, ever
watchful of an opportunity to recover poficilion of
their family-eftates, 2nd to re-eftablifh the Iiber-
ties of their native country, beheld with fatisfaltion
the difcontents occafioned by the tyrranny of Hip-
pias. During their benifhment, they had engaged
in their intereft the oracle of Apollo at Delphoss
by rebuilding, in a magnificent manner, the temple
of the prophetic God, which had been coniumed
by fire '**. And they were now able, with the aflifiance
of a body of Lacedemonian forces, procured them
by the favourable refponfes of the oracle, to accomp=
lifh their defign.

VicrTorious over the army of Hippias in the
field, the confederates entered Athens, and befieged
the tyrant in the Acropolis. That citadel was of
fufficicnt {trength to have long baffled all the efforts

111. Herodot, lib. v. Thp:ydild. lib. wi. Plato in Hipparch. Elian,
Far. Hift. lib. xi. cap, yiii. 112. 1d. ibid.

113. An epitaph found at Lampfacus, on the lady, who formed the
bafis of this league, is secorded by Thucydides, and worthy of being
preferved o the latell pofterity.

g ¢ From Hippias {prupg, with regal power array'd,
“ Within this tomb Archedice is laid 3
“ By father, bufeand, brothers, fons, ally'd
t To banglty syrants, yet unfiain'd with pridg,
Thucyd. lib. vi.
34 « Herodot, et Thucydid. ubi fup. 118, Herodot. lib. v, ¢
' 0



of the befiegers; efpecially as the Lacedzmonians
were under the necefity of foon returning home.
But accident and natural affection accomplithed what
force and military fkill fecemed unable 0 effed.
Anxious for the fafety of their offspring, whom
they had conveyed out of the fortrefs, and who had
fallen into the hands of the Alcm=onids, Hippias and
his partizans, on condition of having their. children
reftored, agrecd to furrender the Acropolis, and to
quit the territory of Attica within five days "',

In confequence of this revolution, the Athenians
recovered their political freedom, after they had
been governed by the ambitious family of Pififtra~
tus for fixty-eight years. And notwithftanding the
many firuggles they were obliged to maintain, in
order to preferve their liberty and independency,
againft the attacks of ambitious neighbours, and
the confpiracies of ufurping citizens, they acquired
a degree of importance in Greece, amid the tur-
bulence of democracy, which they had never reached,
nor ever could hove attained, in the repofe of mo-
narchy. For, as Herodotus judicioufly remarks, fo
great is the fpring communicated to the faculties of
men by the equal diftribution of power, that their
moft vigorous efforts under a mallter are feeble and
languid, compared with their ftrong exertions in a
ftate of perfect freedom ; where every one, ina&ting
for the good of the community, may be faid to aét for
himfelf, and confiders his own intereft, and even his
own honour, to be at ftake 7.

THESE reflections, fuggelted by the expulfion of
the Pififtratide, and the profperity of the Atheniang
‘under a republican government, your Lordfhip will
find more fully confirmed and exemplified in the hiftory

136, 1d. ibid, 317. Herodotus, lib. v.

=




- PARTL of another great people; in ﬁhhmdbmntofth;
i~ Tarquins from Rome, and the rapid rife of the Ro-
mans to grandeur, after the eftablifument of their
commonwealth. I fhall therefore turn your eye to-

ward Italy, before we trace farther the advances of

liberty in Greece. But we muft, in the mean time,

take a view of the Progrcfa of Seciety in this celebrated
country.

LET-



LETTER. Y

The Progrefs of Arts, Mamners, Religion, and Lite-
. rature in GREECE, from theHEROTC AGE 1o the full
Eflablifbment of the ATHENIAN REPUBLIC,

IN enquiring into the origin of the Grecian flates,
and deducing their progrefs in policy and arms, 1
have had occafion to notice the imtrodu@ion of the
more ufeful and neceffary arts among the people of the
growing communitics . The Arts of elegance and de-
fign, with the abftra&t f{ciences, properly belong to
the fubfequent period. But the formation of the Man-
ners, the Religion, and the popular Literature of the
‘Greeks, appertains to the prefent.

Tue arts introduced into Greece from Zgypt,
Pheenicia, and Afia Minor®, though they induced the
roving and barbarous natives to live in fixed habita-
tions, had made fmall progrefls before the Trujan war.
And the diforders in the Gracian {lates, occafioned by
that war, prevented the furviving adventurers, on their
return to their feveral homes, from fuccefsfully cultivat-
ing the conveniencies of life’; whatever new ideas
they might have acquired, during the profecution of
their foreign enterprife, by viewing the improvements
of 2 more polifhed people *

Tue fubfequent invafion and conquelt of Pelopon-
_nefus by the Heraclide, threw all things again into
confufion *; while the fermentation produced by the
rifing paflion for liberty, before the general abolition

1. Sece Lett. IL 3. Ibid. ¢t and&. cit.
'3 Bee Lett, HL 4. Thid, 5. See Lett, IV.

of
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- PART % of monarchy in Greece, yet farther retarded the 2d-

LS

be=v== vances of the arts of peace®. But after thefe events

had taken place, and the Grzecian {tates had difcharged,
with their furplus of population, their reftlefs fpirits
in colonies 3 planted on the coaft of Afia Minor, in
Ttaly, Sicily, and in the iflands of the /Egean and
Ionian feas ; fociety made rapid progrefs in Greece7,
and in all the communities {peaking the Greek tongue.

TH1s progrefs was accelerated by the periodical ce-
lebration of the Ilitnmian, Nemean, Pythjan, and
Olympic games * ; but more efpecially the latter. At
thofe games, denominated facred, the Greeks affembled
from all their various {tates, and from all the conti-
nents and iflands in which they had planted colonies.
There, appearing as the people of one. great nation,
they entered upon a generous competition of mental
talents, as well as of perfonal abilities and accoraplifhe
ments. Poets, orators, hiftorians, and philofophers,
appeared among the candidates for famc °.

Never had emulation a more glorious field, or fo-
cial intercourle a wider theatre, than at the facred
games of Greece. Mind caught fire from mind, and
a general rivalihip took place ; not only berween indi-

6. Thid et au®. eir, 7, See Lett, IV. V. et zu&. cit.

8. Of the inflitution and celebration of the Olympic and Pychimm
gimes un account has already been given. (Lett. V. VL) The
Ifthmian games were celebrated, once in five years, at the ithmus
of Corinth; and the Nemean, once in three years, at Nemea in
Argalis, Thefe pames were all of a fimilar nature, aud the fame kind
of gymnultic and equefirian exercifes were performed in all, though
mot in the fame order ; nawnely, running, leaping, wreltling, throwing
the difk, boxing, driving the chariot, and riding the fingle horfe,
Welt's Differt. on the Olympic Gawes, fe€l. vil.—xvii. and the suthors
cited.  Sce alfo, on the fame fubje®t, Mem. Diffrtat. et Recherches,
Far M. Burette ¢t M. I'Abbé Gedoyn, dans Cheife dpr Mo, de

Acplemic Royale des Infrript, et Bells Lettres, tom. L

9. Lucian in Herodot,

viduals
]
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viduals but communities *°. The effe€is were anfwer-
able, and fuch as have aftonithed all fucceeding ages.
There the Grzcian manners were polithed, while
Grecian policy was perfe@ted . A laudable defire
of elegance, in drefs and accommodation, was diffufed 3
and, in confequence of that tafte, better houfes were
built by the rich; ftately temples were reared to the
Gods ; religious ceremonies were multiplied, and thea-
trical exhibitions invented.

BuT the advances of refinement were very unequal
in the different ftates of Greece. Sparta, hedged round
by the auftere inftitutions of Lycurgus, and in a man-
ner excluded from all intercourfe with foreigners, was
backward in admitting the approaches of elegance, and
late in adopting the improvements moft intimately
connected with the happinefs of human life. The axe
and the faw were long the only tools employed by
the Lacedemonians in finifhing the timber-work of
their houfes '*.  Their archite€ture and furniture were
proportionably rude **. Gymnaftic exercifes were their
chief amufements ; and the maxims of policy and war,
which formed their literary code, were at Sparta the
fole objects of a liberal education *%,

19, Welt, ubi fup.

11. Id. ihid. The amufements which the Greeks fhared in common as
Qiympia, or Pifa, and other places where thofe games were celebrated,
naturally difpoled their minds to gaity and good humour, They bad
daily oceafion to mingle frecly, to fee and converfe with each other.
They feemed to be in a mauner inhabitnts of the fame city : they
offered, as one people, facrifices to the fame God, and participated
the fame pleafures. (Strabo, lib.ix) By thefe means popular pre-
judices were rubbed off; animofities were {oftened ; the caufes of um-
brages were explained and removed; and the people of the different
Grecian flates having thus an opportunity of learning each’ others
- ftreagth and dilpolition, as well 2s the force and preparations of ther
common énemies, were enabied to provide for their lecurity, and to
enconrage each other to guand apd maingsin théir tommon libertics.

12. Plut, 7it, Lycurg. 13. ld-m_ aifuas PIEL LS

14 Xenoph, Rsp, Lacom,

Tae
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Tar afpect of things was very different at Corinth.
Early enriched by commerce, and habituated to an ex-
tenfive intercourfe with foreign nations, the Corin-
thians indulged themfelves in all the delicacies of Afiatic
Juxury, and even imitated the pomp of oriental opu-
Jence *. Their city wasaccordingly filled with temples,
palaces, theatres, porticoes, and private houfes, equally
admirable for their coftly materiais, and for the
clegance of their firu€ture ", They gave birth, during
the period under confideration, to the order named
Corinthian, the moft fuperb in architeCture, and adorn-
ed their public buildings with columns and ftatues of
the moft exquifite workmanthip ',

Tae Athenians, though yet lefs wealthy than the
Corinthians, difcovered an equal, if not fuperior tafte,

15- Thucyd. lib. i, Strabo, kib. winn. xvil. Plin. lib, xxv. 16, 1d-ibid.
17. Plin ct Strabo, ubi fup. Contrary to the opinion of Winkels
mann, (Hifl. de [ Art de " Antiquité, liv. vi. chap. i) 1 am difpefed to
‘believe, thae the early progrefsof architeéiure and fenlpture at Corimth
~wvas partly occafioned by the longer coutinuance, or reviwal of rega! go-
vernment, in that city and its territory.  Abfolute princes have ever
“hicen fond of magnificent buildings, the moft munificent patrons of
“ftatuaries and” painters, md the greateft enconragers of all the arts
that can contribute to the fplendour of a palace; hot unfriendly to
the higher {trains of poetry, and the bolder effulions of eloquence,
which require the utmoft freedom of thought and fentiment; and
fhill more fo o hiltory, which delivers, or ought to deliver, without a
weil, truths they are afrmid to hear. The ccurts of fuch princes
age ullo favourable to polifhed manners ; as the delicate difuifes of the
paffions become neceflary, to fave their pride from mortification ; and
the play of wit and converfation, to contribute to their amufement,
and to flatter their vanity. In order to elablith this pefition, 1 have
no octafion to advert to modern times, of to anticipate the eventsin
ancient hiltory. As the Corinthians owed their firlt advances in ele-
gunce and refinement chiefly to their famous tyrant Periander, who
lived in the fixth century before the Chriftian mra, (Diogen, Lacrt.
Fiit. Periand.) the people of Samos were, in like manner, indcbted for

- their eurly progrefs in civility to Polycrates, as we fhall have occafion

to obierve ; the Lefbians tg Pittacus, and the Athenians to Pififtratus;
all nearly contemporarics.

for
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for elégance and refinement. That tafte was encou-
raged and improved by the ambitions, liberal, and ac-
complifhed Pififtratus, and his two afpiving fons and
fucceffors. They firft decorated the Athenian capital
with fplendid buildings, and polifhed the manners of
its inhabitants **. Under the government of Pififtratus

was laid the foundation of the magnificent temple of

Jupiter at Athens "*; and Thefpis, under his patron=
age, gave a beginning to the theatrical entertainments
of the Greeks *°.

Tue Elians, happy in a fertile {vil, which they culti-
vated with much care ; and enriched as well as polifhe
ed by the periodical celebration of the Olympic games
and feftival, made early advances in civility, and in all
the arts connected with religious pomp *'. A ftriking
proof of that early proficiency appeared in the fuperb
temple of Jupiter at Olympia, eretted about fix hun-
dred years before the Chriltian rera, by Libon, a native
of Elis **. This famous temple, of the Doric order in
architefture, was wholly built of a beautiful marble,
refembling that of Paros, found in the neighbouring

18. See Lett. V1. and the anthors cited.

¥g. This temple was alterward enlarged by the Athenians during
the adminiftration of Pericles, and finifhed by the bounty of Amntio-
chus Epiphanes, king of Syria, who charged himfelf with the expence
of the nave, and the columns of the portico. It was of the Corin-
thian order, and confidered as a model of perfedtion in that ftyle of
archite@ure, Vitruy. lib. vii.

20. Plot. et Diogen. Laert. Pit, Soln. Perceiving the abufe the
might be made of theatrical exhibitions, Solon ealled Thefpis to him,
after being prefent at the performance of one of his compolitions, and
afked him, if he was pot athamed of telling fo many lies before fo
great an alfembly. Thefpis exculed himfelf by faying, that there could
be no harm in fo doing, as his iions were tat intended to be confi-
dered a5 truths. Solon, firiking the ground with his Raff, fernly re-
plied, = If we encourage fuch fidtions, we {hall find them influence
“ogr moft ferious tranfadlions.” (Plut. Pis, Soles) OF this truth,
the Athenians had fatal experience,

a1, Sirabo, lib, vili. Paufap. lib. v. 24, Paufan. lib. v.

country,

— ——

83

mm'_



'3 TH t@ui‘:;;o?

| PART k. . country, and furrounded with a colonnade of the.

‘—"V"—‘ fame materials. Its height, fiom the area to the:
~ dome, or vaulted roof, was fixty-eight feet 5 its breadth
ninety-five, and its length two hundred and thirty. It
was covered with marble, brought from mount Pente-
licon in Attica, and cut inte the form of tiles*?, Its
decorations I fhall afterward have occafion to defetibe,
in tracing the progrefs of the Greeks in fculpture and
painting.

Tuus have T endeavoured to aflign the caufes, and
to point out the gradual adyances of improvement in
Greece. But it was in the illands of the ZEgean fea, and
among the Greeeian colonies in Afia Minor, that the
liberal arts firft began to difclofe themfelves to advans
tage. And there architeture firlt difplayed thofe juft
proportions, and that unity of defign; which have con-
tinued to command the approbation, and attradt the
admiration of enlightened mankind, in all fucceeding
ages **. The Dorians and Ionians, on the Afiatie

coafty

a3. 1d. ibid.

24. This more earlyproficiency of the Afliatic Greeksin the liberal arts,
and in all the works depending upon imagination and fentiment, maybe
alcribed partly to moral, und partly to phyfical caufes; to the .ong period
of peace and profperity which they had edjoyed, firfl in a ftate of inde~
pendency, and afterward under the prot=&ion of the Lydian thonarchs
and to a country and climate calculated to uwzkcn. and to fofter all
the powers of genins. © The Tonian cities,” where the elr.g‘ant arts
were molt futccfufu]lr cultivated, * are more cnmmodmuﬂy and
happily fitusted,” fays the vencrable Father of Hiftory, ¢ than any
other we: kuow among men; for they are neicher chilled with cold,
rendered damp by rain, nor expofed to the cxcefes of heat and
droaght." (Herodot. lib. i.) In this fine climate, and in a country
beautifully diverfified with hills and vallics, interfe@ed by rivers,
_broken by bays, and conflantly reirefhed with gales from the nume-
_rous ifles that crown the JEgean fee, the Afiatic Greeks were favourad
with the payelt and the grandeft views of nature; with every circum-
ftance that can excice or cherifh the human faculties. Genius, how=
€Y5r, s [aid to be the produce of every clime ; and, in fome degree, it

L
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¢oafl, invented thole elegant orders that ftill bear their

pames 3 and during the latter part of the prefent pe- \__Vv.n'é

riod was Jaid the foundation of the magnificent temple
of Diana at Ephefus**. This temple, which was of
the Ionic order, became the boaft of Gracian archi-
tecture, and the wonder of the ancient world ; though
lefs on account of its fize, than becaufe of the majeltic
beauty of its ftructure, the choice materials of which
it was compofed, and the richuefs of its ornaments. It
was about twe hundred feet wide, and four hundred
feet long 5 and it contained, when completely finifhed,
one hundred and twenty-feven columns of the fineft
marble, fixty feet high, and ingenioully fculptured *°.

MannNERs kept pace, as they always will, with the
progrefs of the human mind, and the conveniencies
and elegancies of life. The manners of the Greeks,
during the heroic age, {0 finely pourtrayed (as we have
feen) in the poems of Homer, and o frequently offered
to unreferved admiration, by modern writers, were ace
cordingly deeply fhaded with barbarifm.

Turs, my Lord, is an unpleafant truth. But, in
hiftorical matrers, the leaft engaging fucts arc of infi-
nitely more value, than the moft captivating illufions
of fiftion. We muft therefore beware, while we take
for our guide Homer, the moft ancient painter of
manners, we muft beware of being deccived by the
magic of his poetic fancy. Objects feen through the
medium of imagination are always magnified to the eye
of the obferver ; and when admiration is the predomi-

is. * But the richefl prowthi, and faireft fovsts of Genius,” to ufe the
wrords of @ learned and ingenious author, [pring, ike other plants, from
bsgpich expofton, &ud mof frioadly fil.  Blackwell's Zuguiry into the

r wnd Writings of omer, $e&. L. .
a5, Paufan. lib, v. 26, Viruv. [ib, iil, vii. Plin, lib. xxxvi.

Vou L - Ce¢ nant
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PARTL nant mode of the mind, they will be viewed, invefted;

&= and confequently delineated, with many adventitious
beauties and extrinfic good qualities. Such we find to
be the cafe, even when truth is the end propofed 3
how much greater then muft have been the heightens
ings in the writings of Homer ? who wifhed to hold up
to the imitation of his countrymen the reputed wifdom,
the virtues, and valiant exploits of a2 band of heroes,
already almoft deified in the ardent imaginations of
the fuperftitious Greeks,

MARRIAGE, as I have had occafion to obferve, is &
law of nature, and its rites are recognifed and unders
{tood even among favages *’. The people of Greece, in
the heroic age, had made feveral removes from the favage
flate ; and they had been favoured with inftru&ors
from Egypt, where the union of one man with one
woman was {tri€tly enjoined by law, and adultery fe-
verely punifhed **.  The marriage tie was accordingly
held facred among the Greeks, during thofe gallant
times  nor was a plurality of wives indulged **. The
latter circumflance is rather remarkable, as they may
be faid to have purchafed their brides*°s and werse
little delicate in regard to what prior connexions they
might have formed **,  The fa&t, however, is incon-

trovers

a7. See Lett, L and the authors there cited,

28, Id, ibid. 29. Paufan, lib, ii,

40. This matter T know has been difputed; (Gillies, Hiff. Greect,
chap. ii.) but there is no overturning eftablifhed faéts, Agamemnon
tells Achilles, asan inducement to an alliance, that he will give him
one of his danghters in marriage, without reguiring ary price. (Hom.
Lliad, lib. ix.) And Danaus finding no body difpofed to marry his
daughrers, on account of the atrocity of their charaéter, made a public
declaration,” that he would not Jomand any prefent: from the britle-
srooms. (Paufan. lib. iii.) The dower given with the bride, in re-
turn for fuch prefents, feems npt to have been common u'Il latter
agee.

at. The proefs of this indelicaey, or indulrance 10 fomale weakas/i, 176

4 L
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Provertible ; and fo indiffoluble were the bands of LETTER®
weillock fuppofed ta be, on the fide of the wife, that " oy
it was long confidered as difgraceful, and even unlaw- -
ful, for a widow to marry a {econd hufband **;

As in every country wheré the fanctity of the mara
riage bed is preferved inviolate, the affeCtion between
hufband and wife, and of parents to their childreny
was warm during the uncorrupted times of Ancient
Greece. The refpet of children to their parents, an
effe&t proceeding from the fame caufe, love between
the fons and daughters of one family, and all the ties
of blood, were alfo ftrong in the heroic age *’, Agree-
able to natural juftice, an equal divifion of property
took place among the brothers, on the death of their
Tather, or common head **.  But a portion of relpely
defcended to the eldeft fon, as his birtheright, with a2
degree of fubmifion to his authority **,

TH1s fuhmifﬁon, however, feems to have ceafed,
when the younger brothers became themfelves heads
of families. To them their fons reforted for commands;
and new fubdivifions were formed . Vet the heads
of all the younger branches of every illuftrious fanily;
appear long to have looked up with veneration; though
without any fenfe of inferiority, to the head of the
eldeft branch of that family, as their chief or centre of
confanguinity ; as they originally had to his predecef-
fors, as. the centre of their political unioni?’. For
numberlels in antient Grzcian writers. A mbdern hiftorian bas given
that weaknels a wry gentle name : & The crime of having o tender
& beart 1" Gillies, Hifl. Greece, chap. il.

3%. Paofan. lib. ii. Tradition has even preferved the name of Gor-
gaphesd, the firlt widow that ventured to violate the fule. 1d. ibid.

33. Homer, paffim. 34. Arift. Polir. lib. vi. Homef,
Odyff. Tib. xiv. 35. Hom. Jliad. lib. xv.

36. Shuckford’s Coanec. book vi. and the authors cited.

§7- 1d. ibid, See alfo Mitford's Hifl. of Greece, chap. 111, fo@ iv,
94 Ced blood
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PARTL  hlood procured authority before wifdom or valour ™',
v~/ nd in conjuntion with thofe fill beft maintains it.

“ In the heroic age, wifdom and valour were become
effential to the acquifition, as well as to the fupport of
kingfhip or chief magiftracy ; and even to entitle a fon
to fucceed his father in that high office, whatever
might be the claims of blood to pre-eminence. It wag
neceffary that worth fhould recommend his hereditary
title to the apprebation of the elders, or heads of re-
putable families, and that it fhould be confirmed by the
body of the people **,

Having thus difcovered the claims and the quali-
ties requifite for the attainment and fupport of royalty
in Greece, during the heroic times, let us next confi-
der the nature and privileges of the office itfelf. The
king, as head of the community, enjoyed the important
functions of high prieft, fupreme judge, and com-
mander in chief; as he was fuppofed to be the molt
pious, wife, and valiant member of the ftate*°. But
religious fupremacy appears to have been his only ex-
clufive privilege*'. The elders or {enators fhared with
him the command of the army : they alfo participated
with him in the adminiftration of juftice ; while the
voice of the people confirmed, or reverfed, both his
and their decifions **.

Nor was the acknowledged majefty of the people
lefs confpicuous in political affairs. They claimed a

38. See Lett. 1. of this work. 39, Hom. Ody/l. lib, i. v, wii. xi.

40. Hom. Jiiad, lib. §. Ariltot. Hebic. lib. iii. cap. v. Strabe, lih. i

47. So intimatcly conne@ed, in the minds of the Greeks and
Romans, was the idea of Lirg or head of the ftate, with that of chief
facrificer or head of the eftablified religion, that they both gave the
aame to their high prieft, after the abolition of royalty. Demoltth, in
Neer, Cicero, de Divinat, lib. 1. Dion. Halicarnaff. lib. v.

e Ham. Niad, h’b-"‘iv ﬂ-ﬁi‘ m m. lib. il qoﬁ‘q IV.

right
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right to be coufulted, in regard to all matters of im- Lliﬂ‘ll.'

portance 5 and as the majority of the fenate, or coun-
cil of flate, controuled the will of the king, the refo-
lutions of that vencrable body were governed by the
popular affembly **, in the early kingdoms of Greece,
as fully as in the moft democratical of the fubfequent
republics **

Tue fame diftribution of power, that happy mixture
of monarchical, ariftocratical, and democratical rule,
which characterifed the civil government of the early
Grazcian kingdoms or ftates, and which almoft every
where prevails among nations in a fimilar fage of their
focial progrefs, was alfo found in each particular
town #, and in the greateft military confederacies,
Agamemnon, though appointed, during the Trojan
war, commander in chief of the combined forces of
Greece, by the voice of its united princes, was
not invefted with abfolute authority. On the day of
battle, when the whole army was in fome meafure
under his immediate command, he had the power of
life and death *®; but, on all other occafions, his
power was very lumtcd. He could adopt no meafure
without affembling a council; and in every fuch coun=

43. Hom. lliad. lib. ii. 0dyf. lib. iii. viii. Ariftot, Edbie, Iib. iif.
cap. v. Dion. Halicarpafl. lib. ii.

44. It would be an infult, however, upon the wildom of Ly
curges, to {ay nething of that of Solon, to luppofc ¢ his fumous Laver
 were almoll exo@ copies of the suffoms and inflisutions that univerfally
# prevailed in Greece during the bercic ages.” (Gillies, Hifl. Greece, chap. ii.)
Lycurgus, indeed, lived too near to the ages of barbarifm, to have 3
diftinét idea of the perfedion of the human chara&er. He accord-
ingly pﬂiﬂ too much attention, as T have had occalion to obferve,
(Lett. V.) to the phyfical, and too little to the moral qualities of man,
Bat pedants fecluded from the world, or nien who have viewed it
with an undifcerning eye, and never tafted the pleafures of polifhed
life, only will give the Rate of focicty, in the heroic times, a prefe-
gence over tha of the prefent cnlightened and civilized age, in mo-
dern Europe.

45 Plat, Fir, Tief, 46. Hom, Iliad. lib. ii.

Cc3 cily
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PART L cil, whether general or fele@, the utmoft freedom of
' {peech was allowed, and all refolutions wgre ultimately
determined by the plurality of voices *7,

Tae fame bold freedom that diftinguithed the public
deliberations of the Greeks, during the heroic age,
allo charaterifed their mannners in private life*’,
Among fuch a people, little politenefs or mutual de-
ference could be expected ;—and it was not found ; nor
much delicacy in the intercourfe of the fexes **.  Hu-
manity was then even little regarded, Moft of the
carly Grzcian heroes had been guilty of murder*”;
and many of them had fled their country, without fa-
tisfying the demands of juflice*'. Yet the fatisfaction
required was only a pecuniary mulct**.  In vain,
therefore, fhould we attempt to apologife for fuch
putrages, by afcribing them to the want of legal re-
drefs **; and fLill lefs fhould we impute them merely

47. Thid. lib. §, ii. ix. 48, Hom. Ody/f. pallim, et Apolled,
1ib. i, i iii.

49. Hom. Jiiad, et Odyf. paflim. « Nolanguags,” fays Mi Mirt=
Ford, * can give a mort elgant, or o mors bighly-colowred piciure of cons
gugal affection, than is difplayed in the converfution betrvicn Heftor and
“ Andromache in the fixth book of the Tiad.” (il of Greece, chap. iii.
feit. iv.) ¥et He@®or had the indelicasy to tell her, after enumerating
the future xwoes of Troy, of Hecuba, of royal Priaw, and of his braibers
wany and brave, that not all fo much affeéted bis foul as the greefi which

¢ bad to bear 3 % when fome rude Greek, in his pride, fhould come and
“lead her sway, a mournful coptive of freedom bereft; when fur from
* ber native land, the tou'd sveave the swch for foms bavghty dome, or bear
“svater from the [pring. (Hom, Wlizd, b vi.) Unwilling,” adds he,
# thau the durden bearefl ; but bard necefity commends '’ (1. ibid.) A
man who fhould fo talk, in modern times, would beaccovated a brute.

50. Hom, Jiiud. paflim. et Apollod, lib. i. ii. i, 51, 1d. ibid.

52. Hom. Jiiad. lib. ix The veneruble bard is very precifc on this
fubjedt, *“ A brother,” fays he, in the perfon of Ajax, * receives the
W price of @ brother's blood : [athers fur their flain fons are sppesfed. The
W murderer pays the bigh fine of his erime, gnd in bis city wnmolefled re-
 mging,”  1d, ibid.

£3- To this caufe thofe violences have been aferibed by fame Jite
writers.  See Mitford's Hiff. of Greess, chap. ili, fed. iv.

f
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#o the want of that refinement, which has been thought LETTR«

fubverfive of the nobler yirtyes**. They were the
natural confequences of that ferocity of difpofition,
which too frequently tyranmifes gver men not fuffi-
ciently fubdued to the reikmints of law, or acquainted
with the advantages of focial union ; and which ought

to teach us to value the milder virtyes, connected with |

the culture of the heart; without which the prohibi-
tions of the legiflature, and the vigilance of the ma-
giftrate, will ever be found ineffe¢tual to civilize
mankind, or to form them to the habits of polithed
fociety. '

Bur if the relentments of the Greeks, in thofe rude
times, were keen, their friendfhips were proportion-
ably warm. Men, who had fhared mutual dangers
and toils, were knit in the clofeft bands of friend{hip
and holpitality **.  From friend(hip the tranfition wag
_eafy to love.

54. Dr. Gilliss is not fingular, in entertuining this opinion s (Hif. of
G eece, chap.ii.) but it requires very little knowledge of humum nature
to difcover, That the crimes refulting from barbarim are more pes-
nicious to focicty, thun the vices allied to refinement,

55- The bofpitality of the early Greets hns been a fubjeét of fpeculation,
for both ancient and modern anthors, It has been aferibed to the cir-
cusflancer of the fimes, and to the wwamt of inms : (lee Mitford's Hifl. of
Greece, chap ii. and chap. iii. fect. iv.) bue I fhould afcribe it to the
[friendly difpofition of the posple. For all prople, in luch circumftances,
are not equally difpofled to hofpitality, Homer has fhewed us, (Odyft
paffim.) and Thucydides has obferved, (&if. lib. i cap. v.) thatnoin~
quiry was made concerning the charaler of the perfons, who came to
claim the facred rights of hofpitality, unti! they had Bared the repafl,
(Hom. ubifup.) This indufgence may jultly be afcribed to the circym=
Jlances of the times 5 for, in chat rude age, if particular inquiry had beca
made concerning the charuler and condition of all perfons who claim-
ed hofpitality, many warthy men, whofe pride would not fubmit to
fuch explanation, or whole modcfly could not furnifh ir, muft have
Meen denied hofpitable reception. Henee the extenfion of the virtue
of bofpitality to men of doubtful character.

Ceg Ay
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PARTL As rapes, and the capturc of women, were com~
e~ monly pradtifed among the early Greeks, by adventu-
rers of brutal difpofitions, or of ungovernable paffions,

warriors of a more generous nature became the chame

pions of the fofter fex *°; and were defervedly repaid

with their favour’’, Yet muft it be admitted, That

althongh the Greeks were enthufiaitic admirers of

female beauty, and freely hazarded their lives in its

“defence, or for its poffiffion, the latter was ever their

chief objeét **, Nor do they feem to have difcovered,

in any ftage of their {ocial progrefs, that refpeéiful at-
tachment to women that diitinguifhed the ancient Ger-

mans *°, and which was carried to a romantic Lieight by

the heroes of modern chivalry; that attachment, which

finds its gratification in honouring the beloved fair one

with efteem and confidence, and which confiders the

return of affectian as effential to conjugal happinefs *°.

Frowm aview of the arts, government, and man
ners of the carly Grecks, we are naturally led to
confider their religiony which being, in fome mea-
fure, formed by the genius of the people, had a reci-
procal influence upon their national charaéter, and
gave its complexion to their literature.  As the Greeks
were indebted for their fcience and civility to the
Zgyptians and Phoenicians, they alfo received the ru-
diments of their religion from the fame npations®';

but chiefly from the Algyptians **,

In what manner that refined fpecies of fuperftition,
which, under the name of Zabii/m, had become ge-
meral over the Ealt in the patriarchal ages, pafled from
Syria and Agypt into Greece, whence it fpread itfelf

56. Hom. Hiad. et Apolled. lib. 1. ii. iii. paffim, 57. Id. ibid.

58. Hom. Tiiad. et Apellod. ubi fup. 59. Tacit, de Boriby
P — 60. See Hifi. Med. Eurspe, Part 1. Lett. LV.

61. Heredotus, Lib, i, paflim, 62, Id. ibid.

among
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among the Weftern nations, I have formerly had oe- LETTER
cafion to natice, in tracing the Progrefs of Idolatry*, VIL :

I'have alfo had occafion to obferve, That the religion
of the Zabians, in meking thefe removes, was grofsly
corrupted by ignorance and pricftcraft. The fenfuality
of the Syrian worfhip I have endcavoured to difplay
and I have remarked, That the gloomy minds of the
fuperftiious and fpeculative Agyptians, by blending
the worfhip of the Heavenly Bodies with dark and
myftical allegories, and veiling their religion in fym-
bols expreflive of the attributes of the Deity, and of
the qualities of the elementary principles, deified m
appearance every thing around them®., In Greece
fuperftition z2fiumed a new form.

INsTEAD of pure fpiritual intelligences, by whom
the Zabians believed the planets to be wheeled, and
the univerfe governed, in fubordination to the Moft
High, the adventurous and barbarous, but grateful
Greeks, peopled Heaven with Gods and Goddeflefs
partaking of the human nature and form, and fubject
to all the exceffes of human paffions ™.

THug Gracian Gods, in a word, differed in nothing
from corrupted human beings, but in the pofieflion of
fuperior power, wifdom, and immortality. They had
all been guilty of violence, cruelty, fraud, or de-
bauchery, Even the chafteft of the Goddeffes was
fuppofed to have had her amours *>.  The wer/%ip of
fuch Divinities could not be favourable to morals.
That it had a contrary effe€t, we have the affurances
of two of the moft refpectable Gracian hiftorians *7;
who impute the corruptions of the Greeks to the im-

63. Lett. L of this work, &4. 1d, ibid.
65. Hom. Jlied. palfim, 66. Banicr's Mythol, paflim.
67. Polyb. lib. vi, cap, liv, Dion, Halicarnaff, lib, ii, cap, xx.

purity
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FARTL  purity of their theological fyftem, which might be faid

"_'w'd to teach, or tolerate every vice. Aand the philofophic,
and politic Plato, enaéts jr as a law, for the regula-
tion of his Commonweaith, * That the current tradi-
¢ tions concerping the Gods fhould neither be talked of
“ in private, mor mentioned in public **”’

Bur il the religion of Greece was hurtful to mo-
yals %, it was by no means {o to the human faculties.
There was nothing abje¢t in Gracian fuperttition.

68. Repub. lib. iii. From this law it appears That the allegorics
concerning the wars, rebellion, and adultories of the Gods, were be-
licved literolly by the sulgar ; who were accordingly infedled by divine
example.  (Dion. Halicarnafl, Jib. id, cap. xx.)  That thefe allegories
%ad all a phyfical or moral meaning, is admitted; (1d. ibid ) bue that
saning was beyond vulgar ken.  {Dion. Halicarpafl. ubi fup.) © The
sncients,” fuys Ariftotle, * have made the Principla of Heing Gops,
(Ariftot. Meaphy/. lib. ii.) And, after a fublime defeription of Gop,
the living, everlafling, befl of Beings s and of the mwotion of the beaven,
and the difpofition of the arbits of the plenets, he concludes the Univerfs to
be onx, nuits Eternal Mover is hut Oxe.  But,"  adds he, * there has
been handed down to pofterity, from the firf ages, a do&rive in the
fgr- g’ & ﬁ&.'f, that thefe ﬂeﬁﬂiﬂ.’ Bodies are Gope ﬂrf.'!-!ﬁf;;l".
Lib. xi.

69. 1t cantained no tenet that conld covnteradl the dangeraus ex-
ample of the Gods, but the dodrine of a Suture fiate of Revvards and
Funifoments.  That this dectrine was univerfal in the Heathen world,
1 have endcavoured to fhew. (Latt. L) And Dr. Warburton has in-
conteftably proved not only its univerfality, but that Cizi! Govern-
ent could not have been maintained without it. (Divine Legation,
book i. ii iti. paflim.) Itsanfluence, bowever, was much weakened
among she carly Greeks, by the facility with which abfultivn, from the
greatelt crimes, might be obtained.  (Hom. Jliad. et Odyf- pallim.) In
{peaking of a future flute of Rewards and Puwifowents, 1 have formerly had
occafion to ebferve, That #bir delief, nokoown to favages, was every
where reccived among mankind, as foon as the forms of civil jultice were
eltablifhed. Confequently, it took its rife from Humar Inflitutions. But we
ought to remember, That the Humaw IntectecT, if not a portion of
the Divdac, was infufsd by the Finst Mixp 5 and, therelore, oll its acte
riny e fuid to fow from the Deity.  Hence we are logically led to can-
clude, That the efedlifment of Resvard: and L fbenerts among min, is
pnly a vve& of that more perfed? rotribution, which will take place in
8 future flatey and which, u]ll)ough laft, in the Alind of Man, wps firft
ik this of Cub,

Bes
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the Greeks approached their altars with a noble bold«
nels ; addrefled them in an ereét pofture, and almoft
with the fame frecdom that they approached their civil
fuperiors”", Nor need this excite our wonder. It
was the natural confequence of the popular Creed of
Greece ; according to which Jupiter was invefted with
fovereign authority, but not defpotic rule. His con-
duct was freely arraigned by the inferior Divinities ;
his meafures were difputed in the aflembly of the
Gods: and he was perpetnally under the controul of
Jjate, or the political neceflity of Heaven ™',

SucH a Religion was highlf favourable to the aftive
and allo to the /ntellectual or cogitative powers of man,
Jupiter was ever rcady to fupport fupreme fway law-
fully acquired, and juftly adminiftered ; Minerva was
the conftant guardian of valour directed by prudence,
and aided by fkill; Mars gave viory to daring cour-
ages Ceres aflifted, and rewarded the labours of the
hufbandman ; Mercury prefided over eloquence, mer-
cantile tranfaCtions, and all the ingenious arts ; while
Apollo and the Mufes infpired the fong of the poet,
and raifed his imagination to the height of diviuc ene
shufiafm 7,

OTHER

90, Hom, Jiiad. pallim. 71. 1d.ibid. See alfo Heliod's

Tbesy. and Plaro’s Timeuss
72, The rewards held up to merit, in the Gracian Elyfium, ferved
alfo to fimulate valour and genius, and to animate wirtue, * There,
in the pumber of the bicft enrolled,” fays Pindar, ¢ live Cadmus,
Pelews," &c. (Olymp. ii.) And Homer makes Proteus fay to Mene-
laus, “ Elyfium fhall be thine!” (Odyf lib. iv.) Yet thefe are not
among the number of deified heroes. This obfervation leads me to
remark, That heroes were not deified in Greece at the time of the
Trojan war. Homer's Gods,as | have had occalion to notice, { Lett, 111)
were merely allegorical pecfonages; the parts and poswers of the Uni-
werfe mythically (hadewed fort ; or, to ule the Wdl of Ariltotle,
“ }-bd

305
Believing the Gods to partake of the nature of men, Lm

VIL.
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Orusrn circomftances, conneéted with the Religion

=/ of the Hellenians, confpired to embellith Gracian po-

etry, and awaken genins. Befide Neptune, the God
of the watery clement, to whom the mariner offered
his vows, the fea was peopled with Tritons and Ne-
reids, Every river had its God, every founrain its
Nymph, or Naiad; and cvery mountain and wood,
their Orcades and Dryades.  Venus and the gracesat-
tended upon female beauty; Juno was the patronefs of
Marriage ; Diana the guardian of virgin innocence ;
Hcbe gave frefh bioom to the cheek of youth ; and
Cupid, ever frolicking in the path of youths and maids,
infpired the amorous pailion 77,

Fur-

o3 the primary [dflances of things”  { Metaphef. Tih, 1i.) Thry were fuid
to he of duman fhape, n order 1o procuee popular bebicf, (1, ibid) T Mall,
thevefore, conclnde with cxprefliog u hope thae, in futare, no Chril-
tian divine will walte his Jearning in arempting to prove, Tha: the
GrEATER Gons of Geatle antiguiy were deified Mortals,

The Clarna'=Foufe ferved the purpole of the early trachers of Chril-
tianity ¢ but the fippofed Tumbs of the Gods were anly the abandoned
altars or temples of Henthen Deities, who fuceeflively gave place to
one astiother, as policy or priciterafe dire@ed, in order to enchain the
multitude to the (hrive of (uperflition.  {See Bryant's Afyrdol. vol. i. ii.
paffim ) And as the knowledge of ene Gun, the Creator and Governar
of the Univerfe, is now manifelted to the awbole Chriffiun wworld, the
acrimony againft Paganifm may ceafe, without injury to the Religion
of Jefus,

73,8 Love,” fays the moral and chalte Euripides, “ is the greateft
fehool of wildom and virmwe.  And of all the Powers that prefide over
human fdirs, Cupid's [way is the fweetelt to mortals; for, pouring
joy unmized into enamoured hearts, he fills them with mutual hope.
¥ven his toils are pleafures, and his wounds relieving. May never
friend of mine be exempt from the foothing fmart ! nes | be condemn-
ed to live emong men devoid of love.—Artend, ye young ! and liften,
ye fair! fly not from the proffered blifs; but welcome the propitious
God, and =vifely ufe his heart-caling bounty.” (Euripid. apud Stobeum.)
The pradtice of this leflon is happily evemplified by Chaeremon, in a
eampurifon of the influence of kve to the effelts of wine. * The juice of
the prape,” fuys he, * when mixed with 5 produceth health and
mirth; but wiee, when drank pure to excels; occafions madnefs and

wilchief,
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Furn1sHED with fuch a profufion of imagery, the m
Graecian poets had little occafion for invention : they (. -d
had only to make ufe of the popular creed and the
popular legends, in order to form the fineft {yftem of
fable, and the moft beautiful aflemblage of metaphox
and allegory, that ever adorned the literature of any
people.

Tue Rifeand Progrefs of Poetry in Greece, forma
one of the moft curious fubjects of fpeculation that
can poflibly occupy the human mind, and is highly
worthy of vour Lordfhip’s attention.

THE moft early Grecian poets, whofe names or com-
pofitions have reached our times, were enlightened
fages; who delivered their doétrines in mythological
lznguage, in order to infpire their auditors with vene-
ration, and to inftrnét them by means of allegorical
imagery 3 fcientific reafoning, or philofophic truth,
being as lictle fuited to their rude apprehenfions, and
untutored minds, as mild virtue was to their barbarous
manners. Such were Orpheus, Linus, and others;
who taught, in verfe, the moft fublime tenets, which
they had acquired in Zgypt or Phoenicia, conceening
the nature of the Deity, the Creation of the World,

and that Providence by which it is governed ™.
Tse

mifchief. In the fame manner loos, when moderate and gentle, is
the fource of pleafure und foft delight ; bur, when intenfely hot, proves
the moft horrid and ungovernable paflion in the human breaft.
Curip, therefore, is armed with twe Bows : one he bends, with the
aid of the Gaaces, for an happy finlling lot; and the other, with
his bandisge an bis eyes, to the confubion and mifery of the amorous pair."
Chacremon, ap. Theophraft.

24. 1 have formerly {Lett. L) had oceafion to quote the beginning of
the Orphic Hyms to Paw ; and fhall here add another paffage, no lefs
worthy of being addrefled to the Creator and Governerof the Univerfe:

% By Thee Earth's endlefs plain was firmly fix'd:
# To Thee the Sea's deep-heaving lurge gives way, s

. |
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Tur compofitions of thefe poetical fages, whicli
perhaps were not committed to writing, as letters were
then little known in Greece, are now loft 7. But
a Phoenician fragment, preferved by Eufebius, feems

to contain the Orphic account of the Creation of the
World.

“THE beginning of all things was a dark breathing
Airy or gale of darkfome Breath, and turbid Chaosy
ebfcure as Night. 'Thele were infinite, and without end
of duration. But when this SPTRIT or Breath fell in love
with its own Principles, and a mixture enfued, that
mixture was called DEsirE; the fource of «li Creation.
It did not know its bwn Creation 5 but front its conjunc-
tion awith that Seivir {prang Moo, [lime 5 and from
Moot fprang the feéd of Creations and the Generation
of the Univerfe. Tt was framed m the form of an Ec oy
and Matter iffued forth, and the Sux, and the Moo,
and the STARs, both fmall and great. Of the A1ir,
illumined by the Fiory Gleams from EARTH and Sra,
were generated Winps and Croupsy whence ilued
vaft effuffons of WATER from above. Thefe, when
Jeparated, and drawn from their place by the fun's beaty

¢ And ancient Ocean's waves obey Thy voice §
® Occan, who ix bis bofom fdﬁ! the Globe.
* Nor lefs the fleeting Air, the vital dravghe
* That funk the food of every living thing ;
* Or c'en the high-enthron'd all-fparkling cye
« Of ever-mounting Fire,  Thefe all divine,
® Though various, run the courfe which thow ordain'lt ;
« Ard by thy wonderous Providence exchange
# Their feveral jarring natures, to provide
- Food for fnunkind o'er all the boundlefs Earth.”
Opp. Tpar. fig MANK.

75. 1fuy I ; for the Hymns that bear the name of Orpheus, and
which are allowed to contain his dodrines, though very ancient, are
mot believed to be the genvine produétions of that favage-taming poct.
And his Theogoniu is cercainly lofl,

met
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met with in the Air mutwal fhock, and begor Licure urlv"%.tl

¥ING and THUNDER 79"

To the Mythical Pocts fucceeded the Military
Bards, who attended the Grecian chieftains during
the Theban and Trojan wars, and in other hoftile
expeditions ; who fung their exploits in their halls,
sfter their return; and travelling over Greece, and the
illands of the Egean fea, widely {pread their renown.
From the fongs of thofe Bards, as I have formely had
occafion to obferve, Homer colleCted the materials of
of his incomparable Iliad 7 ; which, as it was not the
work of fancy, but a colleion of hiftorical faéts,
heightened by the charms of poetry, and blended with
allegorical imagery fuited to popular belief, contains a
greater variety of characters, nicely difcriminatated,
and pourtrayed with the pencil of truth, than any
ether ancient or modern compolition.

As the objed® of the Tliad was to teach the neceffity
of union among military commanders, in difplaying
the diftreffes occalioned by the quarrel between Achilles
and Agamemnon at the fiege of Troy; the Odyficy
had for its moral, the encouragement of wifdom and
virtue under misfortunes, in the happy termination of
the travels and fufferings of Ulyfiecs, And in thefe
two poems Homer has comprehended the popular
Crecd, and the legendary Hijiory of Greece to the
Trojan war.

Hesiop, the cotemporary of Homer, beinga man
of a fedate and contemplative turn of mind, has furnifh-
ed us, in his poem of Horks and Days, with the firft
dida&ic compolition. It has for its object AGRICUL=

6. Sanchuniathen, 2p. Euleb. Preperat. Evangil.
27. See on this fubjet Warburtou's Divine Legation, book iv. fe&. v.
FURS )

[
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TURE ; with references to the Zimes and Scafons bel®
fitted for the labours of hufbandry, according to the

" various foils and cultures, and adapted to the fuperfti-

tious notions of the early Greeks. He has alfo fol-
lowed the Mythical Poets; in giving an account of
the Creation of the world, or the Rife of the Univer/fe,
under the name of a Zheogoniay or Generation of the
Gods™y all the Parts and Powers of Nature, as I have
frequently had occalion to remark, being deified by
Heathen fuperftition.

« T o Homer and Hefiod fucceeded the Elegiac and
Lyric poets. The firlt Elegiac poets bewailed the
miferies of the forrowful times that followed the Tro=
jan war; and fought confolation in fhortening, by
fenfuality, the period of human life 7,  As thefe, if
their compofitions had been preferved, could prefent
only pictures of local diftrefs or diffolute manners, I

8. Hefiod's acconnt of the Rife of the Univerfe is nearly the fame
with that of Sanchiniathon, but lefs philofophical. He gives the
whole 2 legendary air 5 caleuluted ro impofe on vulgar credulity, and
fofter fuperftition. « Firft of all,” he makes the Mufes fay, * cxifted
o Cqans & next inorder the broad-lhofomed EarTu,” or Matter come
denfedy  and then appeared Lov e, or Auraiion, * the moft beauritul
@ of the Immortale  From Cuaos {prung Exenvs and dulky Niger;
w and, from Night and Frcbus, fprung Evner and fmiling Dav,
« But firft the Earth produced the Stary Heavews, commenfurate to
 herfelf; and the barsen SeA, withont mutual love 5 then, conjoined
st with Coxrys,” the Heaven, « fhe bore the tremendous TiTans,™
Jjarring principles of Matter. * The CycrLoes were afterward engen-
dered; BronTes," Thusder, * STenores,” Lightning, “ and Auczs,”
the flaming Bolt. * Befide thefe, three other rucful fons were born to
" and Earth, Cotvs, Briarius,and Grars ;" Engtion, Hurris
% guancy and Eartbguate”'. Heliod, Theog. init,

99. Sce Difeour. fur I Elagic et Difeour. fir les Pocts Eligiaques, par
M. I'Abbe Souchay, et auét. cit. The elegant Minermus cannot be
excepted from this general charge. He was the author of the Love
Eceay; (id. ibid.) confifting of aleernate H ter and Pentamel
verles, afterward uled by all Greck and Latin Elegiac Poets; and the
flow of which has been happily imitated in Englifh Elegy, by the
guarten of ten fyllabler in alternate rhyme.

7 fhall




fhall riot offer them to your Lordflip’s attention. The LETTER
Lyric poets are more worthy of regurd, for many (o et
reafons. They prefent us with effufiond of the human
mind, under the influence of various paffions; and
naturally lead us to enquire after tne origin of POETRY
and Music: J

SoME critics have aferibed the origin of poetry to
Lovey fome to Religion, and fome to /#ar ; but men
were furely Lovers, before they were Warriors or
Devotees: 1 fhall, therefore; affign it to Love. The
intercourfe of the fexes, gradually ripening fenfibility,
calls forth the firft ftrong emotions of the youthful
breaft. Fancy, in that feafon of life, is warmj ard
beftows on the beloved object a thoufand adventitious
charms.  As the tongue wants power to exprefs the
feelings of the enamoured heart, common language
wants force to declare its raptures or paint its agita-
tions. Fandy catches fire from the torch of admira-
tionj and breathes, in disjointed phrafes, the lover's
flame. Hence Lave Songs, as they are the firft emana-
tions of an ardent mind, have been the firft poetical
produétions in moft countries:

But Love, though the mioft early, is not the only
ftrong paffion in the human breaft, After the forma-
tion of political fociety, other paffions take the Jead:
As foon as Religion was called in to the aid of Legifla-
tion, that devotion which, in fimple times, had been
paid to Woman, was transferred ro the Gods, and pour-
ed out in Hymuos or Sacred Songs. Nor did priclteraft
in fecking to -infpire veneration for pious eeremonies,
alone take adnutage of Poetry: tlie edrly lepiflators
. &lfe called it in o their aidy and promulgaied Hhicir in-
ftitutions in verfe *°; for better chunng the eperation

%o, Arilot, Predlem, f¢Q. zix, prob, xxviil. Alian. Far. Hv Iib, i,

'upn.m.



of their laws, thmngh the influence of the Mufs,
the daughters of Memory ™. And the Mufes were
ever ready to found the Charge to Battle, to fing the
Triumphal Song **y or record the AGions of Heroes.

Music had the fame origin with poetry®. The
fhepherd or herdiman fung the praife of his miftrefs;
celebrated their happy loves, or bewailed his unreci-
procated paflion, in melody fuited to the fentiment
which his verfes conveyed. To the voice fuceeded
the pipe or reed, through which the lover breathed
his tender emotions ; not exprefled in language, but by
the mute eloquence of the eye, unlefs when the be-
loved fair accompanied the found of the reed with
her voice; and either declared their mutual blifs, or
lamented their unhappy lot *%,

Musican

81. Hefiod. Theop.

82. The meft ancient Triumphal Song is that of Mofes, after the
miraculous palfage of the Arabian Gulf, ¢ Thus fang Mafes, and the
children of Ifrael, this fong unto the Lord :—* For he hath triumphed
“ glorioufly; the horfe and his rider hath he thrown intothe fea. The
« The Lord is miy ftrength and fong, and he has become my falvation :
% he is my God, and I will prepare him an habitation ; my father's
# God, and I will exalt him, The Lord is a man of war, th= Lorn
% is his mame. Pharach's chariots and his hoft hath he caft into the feu
“ his chofen captains alfo are drowned in the Red Sea. The depths
“ have covered them, they fank to the bottom as a ftone.  Thy right-
“ hand, O Lord! is become gloriovs in power; thy right-hand, O
“ Lord | hath dafhed in picees the enemy. And in the greataefs of
“ thine excellency thou halt overthrown them that rofe up sgaink
“ Thee ; thou fentef jforth thy wrath, which cenjumed them as fiubll:,
« And with the daf of thy nefirils, the woaters <were gatbered topeiker
 the floeds flood upright, as am beap, and the depthe aere congealed in the
¢ beurt of the fra. The enemy faid, Twill purfue; 1 will overtake, 1

« will divide the fpail: my luft fhall be fatisfied apon them. 1 will
¢ druw my fword; my hand fhall deftroy them. Thou didfl blow svith
“t thy wwind, the foe covered them : they fank as lead in the mighty was
“ tors. Who is like unto Thee, O Lord ! amongf the Gods?" Exad:,

clap. xv, ver, T—11.

83. Sec Premiir Mem. fur ler Chanfens de PMM pr.
Ia Nauze,

84, Here we find, by a natural progreffion, the faparation 08d sesnion
' of



M:mc.u. m{truments, but c{pccnlly wmd inflru-
m;;m, were foon employed in the fervice of rébgmn.
And the harp or lyre, a firinged inflrument, was vety
carly in ufe among the Grzcian chicftains and military
bards*.  The compofitions of thofe bards, rapid,
fublime, and wild, were naturally adapted to the
lyre *¢; though they had not the perfect form of the
higher ode, the merit of confiruting which is due
to the genius of Pindar®’

BuT before Pindur, who does not fall within the
period under review, the Greeks had many cele-
brated lyric poets. Amorg thofe Archilochus, Ter-
-pander, Stecichorus, and Alczus, are eminently dif=
tinguifhed by ancient eritics : but as their writings,
except a few fragments, are now loft, I fhdll not enter
into a differtation on their reputed merit ™. Two

Odes

of poetry and mufic. ‘The emamotred {wain firft fung his own
verfes; to unburden his mind, or to pleafe his miftrefe. He nest
‘breathed through hisreed the air to which they were attuned; and
when his miftrefs fung his verfes, while he played the tune, poetry
and mulic were retinited, thoiigh not in the perfon of the compofer.
The fame thing happened in 2 more advanced Rege of poetry and
mufic. The Military Barde originafly fung their verles, and wfter-
ward accompanied the fong with the found of the Iyre. (Black-
well's Life of Homer, pafim.) But as it was found that a good poet
might have a bad voice, and be little {killed in touching the Iyre or
harp, the profeflions of poctry and mufic were feparated, as we have
feen, (Lett V1) on the re-eftablifiment of the Pythiau Games. Bue
although the congenial profeflions were feparated, for the pleafure of
"the admirers of the fiffer-arts, Poctry amd Mufic were generally aflp-
ciared at all the Grecian feflivals. The Ode was fimg, and acompenisd
“zwith infirumental mufics thotgh that nmific was not slways compoled
by the poct, or exccuted either by his voice or mftroment.
85. Hom, Jfiad, ¢t Odyf. paflim.
86, Blackwell, Life of Homer.
87. See Difiour.fur Pindare; ot fur la Poific Lyrigue, pat Ma de Char
banon, et andt. cit.
89, 5evergl af thofle pocts excelled 1o 1oy in r.h-;mc, than i Iyric
1 i | Pda com=
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_PART L Odes of Sappho, the Lefbian poetefs, and feventy of

Anacreon, the Teian bard, furnifli better roem for
critical examination,

SAPPHO appears to have poffefled a foul highly
fufceptible of love, and her verfes convey the foft fenti-
ment in voluptuous excefs*>, But Sappho’s love
took an unaccountable direion: it turned upon her
own fex. And the ardour of this Sepphic paffion, is
ftrikingly deferibed in the celebrated little ode, pre~

compoflition. Bot as all their Elegies, as well as their Odes, have
perithed in the flux of time, or funk a prey to barbarifta, I thall tranf-
cribe an Flegy of a more early age; by David, king of Irael, the im-
mortal Hebrew lyrie poet,  * And David lamented with this Jamen-
“ tation over Saul, and over Jonathan his fon. “Th= beauty of
u Mraelis flain vpon thy High Placer : how are the mighty fallen!—
& Tell it not in Gath, publifh it not in the fireets of Afkelon, left the
« daughters of the Philiftines rejoice; left the daughters of the un-
« circumcifed triumph.  Ye mountains of Gilboa, let there be no dew,
¢s neither let there be rain wpon you, nor fields of offerings; for there
 the fheild of the mighty is vilely caft away, the fhicld of Saul, as
« though he had not been anointed wich oil.  From the blnad of the
“ {lain, From the fat of the mighty, the bow of Jonathan turned not
# hack, and the Nword of Saul returned not empty. Saul and Jona-
# than were lovely and pleafunt in their lives, and in their deaths they
¢ were pot divided. They were fwifter than eagles, they were
« fironger than Lions. Ye daughters of lrael, weep over Saul who
& cloathed you in fearlet, with other delights; who put on ornaments
w of gold upon your apparel. How are the might fallen in the midft
¢ of the baule!—O Jonathun, thou walt flain-in thine High Place:.
«] am diftreifled for thee, my brother! wery pleafant bafl thow bezn unte
& me. Thy love for me was wonderful, pafing the iove of wwomen. How
u gre the mighty fullen, and the weapons of war perifhed " — 2 Sam,
€hap, 1 ver. 17=—37.

89. A fragment of one of her picces, feemingly written in eaaly
Life, exhibirs firong marks of her umorous charader.
« Ceafe, dear mother ! ceafe to chide,
# 1 can no more the golden Gutele guide;
@ While Venus thus, through every glowing vein,
# Afferts the charming youth's reliftlels reign.”

© ferved
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ferved and applauded by Longinus, It may thus be W’?‘ !

paraphrafed, for it cannot admit of tranflation:

< Bleft as the Gods the favour’d fwain,

« Who fitting by thee tells his pain;

¢ Who hears thee fpeak, who fees thee {mile,
«¢ And fips thy ruby lip the while.

#¢ When I behold thy blooming charms,

4 My bofom beats with foft alarms:

« From vein to vein, a fubtle flame,

#¢ 1 feel, run thrilling through my frame ;
« My foul is in love's tranfports tofs'd,

s My fpeech is gone, my voice is loft.

% Moift languors all my body feize,

¢ And all my blood cold tremors freeze ;

¢ A dim fuffufion veils my eyes,

4 Unwonted founds my ears furprife ;

¢ My thobbing heart beats thick and high;
& ] faint; I fink, and feem to die.”

BuT Sapphe’s talent for lyric poetry is beft difs
played in her Ode to Venus; one of the moft beauti-
ful poems that antiquity has left us, and which has
been tranflated into Englifh verfc with all the fire,
{pirit, and flow of the original *°,

¢ O Venus! beauty of the fkies,

¢ To whom a thoufand temples rife :

¢ Gaily falfe in gentle fmiles,

s¢ Full of love-perplexing wiles ;

4 O Goddefs! from my heart remove,
¢¢ The wafting cares and pains of Love,

« If ever Thou haft kindly heard
¢ A fong in foft diffrefs preferr’d,

go. This tranflation bears the name of Ambrofe Philips, but is
fuppofed to have been executed by Jofeph Addifon. Sce Warton's

Bffy wa the Genins of Pepe, val. . .
Ddgj « Pro.



E THE HISTORY OF"
CPARPL  wpiepiions mmy toreflvow; ,
My « O gentle Goddefs! hear 1iie mow :

¢ Defcend, thon bright immortal gueft!
¢ In all'thy radiant clarms confeft:

«Thou once did*ft lbave Alhrighty- Jove,
¢ And all the golden roofs above :

¢ The car thy wanton fparrows dtew;

¢ Hovering in air, they lightly flew,

¢ As to my bower they wing'd their way;
# I faw their quivering pinions play.

¢ The birds difmifs'd, while you rematn,
« Bore back theirempty car againg

« Then you with looks divinely mild,

¢ In every heavenly feature fmiled,

¢ And afl’d what new complaints T made
+ And why I call'd you to my aid ? '

« What frenzy in my bofom raged,

« And by what cure to be affuaged ?

« What gentle youth I would allure,
« Whom in my arrful teils fecure ?—
# Whe does thy tender heart fubdue ?
¢« Tell me, my Sappho! tell me who ?

¢« Though now he fhuns thy longing arms,

« He foon fhall court thy flighted charms ;

¢ Though now thy offerings he defpife,

<« He foon to thee fhall facrifice ;

¢t Though now he freeze, he foon fhall burp,
¢ And, be thy victim in his turn,

¢ Cocleftiul Vifitant! ence more

« Thy needful prefence I implore:

« In pity come and eafe my grief,

% Bring my diftemper’d foul relief;

« Favour thy {uppliant’s bidden fires

« And give me allmy foul defires.”
8 ' - ANA-



1 ANACREON, though not devoid of fbeiiﬁg. diverted
the anxieties of love by mirth and wine. And he has
given us more perfet examples of gaily amorous and
jovial fongs, than any author in ancient or modern

times. His allegorical imagery is altogether magical. .

Venus and Cupid, the Graces and the Mufes, are

perpetually at his command, And he has employed:

them:in a manner that muft for ever excite admira-
tion, and communicate pleafure. He was the poet of
tafte and of conviviality ; and although he lived in an
age, when pelitenefs was little underftood in Greece,
no poet ever had.the talent of turning a compliment
with more elegance, or of more powerfully awakening
focial joy. His jovial fongs, however, it muift be
owned, have often a tendency to immerfe the foul in
fenfuality. But thofe of the complimentary caft are
generally free from fuch blame. 1 fhall, therefore,
attempt to imitate his Ode to WoMAN, as a [pecimen
of his manner of writing :

«To all Creatures of the Earth

¢t Bounteous Nature, at their birth,
« Gave the aids, or gave the arms ;
¢ To fecure their lives from harms,
« To the Bull the front of fteel,

¢ To the Horfe the horned heel;

« Swiftnefs to the timorous Hare,
«Fur and fury to the Bear;

¢ To the Pard the deathful paw,

¢ The Lion the devouring jaw ;

¢ Man the unconquerable mind

¢ What for Wonman was behind *

“ Lowely Woman! Yet in ftore

¢ Nature had one prefent more :

¢ Thee fhe gave the pozver fo charm :
¢ Beauty all things an difarm,”

1 sHALL afterward have occalion to trace the farther
progrcfs of Lyric Poetry, and to cltimate the merit of
D da Pindar.

Vi,



" PARTE Pindar. Tn the mean time T fhall tranfcribe one of hig
Olympic odes, as tranflated by Gilbert Weft, for the
value of the fentiments it conveys,

=

STROPHE.
& To wind-bound mariners, moft welcome blow

« The breezy Zephyrs through the whiftling fhrouds :
¢t Moft welcome to the thirfty mountains flow
“ Soft fhowers, the pearly Daughters of the Clouds ;
¢ And when on virtuous toils the Gods beftow '
¢ Spccefs, moft welcome found melliflucus Odes;
¢ Whofe numbers ratify the voice of Fame,
¢ And to illufirious worth infure a lafting name.

ANTISTROPHE.
¢ Such fame, fuperior to the hoftile dart

« Of canker'd envy, Pifa’s chief aitends:
¢ Fain would my mufe th' immortal boon impart,
« Th' immortal boon which from high Heaven defcends,
¢ And now, infpir'd by Heaven, thy valiant heart,
¢ Agefidamus! {he to fame commends ;
¢« Now adds the ornament of tuneful praife,
¢ And decks thy Olwe € oun with fweetly founding lays,

EropE.
¢ But while thy bold achievements I rehearfe,

« Thy youthful victory in V'ifa’s fand,
« With thee partaking in thy fricndly verle,
« Not unregaided fhall thy Locris ftand.
« Then hafte, ye Mufes! join the choral band
« Of feftive youths upou the Locrian plain
«To zn unciviliz d, and favage land,
« Think not I now invite your virgin train 3
4 Where varburouy ignovame and foul difdain
“wOf jocial Vigtue's bajpitable larey &
« Prompts the unmannered and inbumar, fivain
 To drive the firanger from bis churlifb door 7*.
ot. T have alrcudy had occafion to remark, in oppoﬁtm to Mr
Mitford, and his coadjuter Mr, Wood, that :lt,hough the carly Grecks
while burbarous, were hafpitable, all barbarians are wot fo kindly difpofed
’ And T have the fudaa.mn to find Pudur, an cnlrgblaeued ﬂml', o

the fume opwion.
¢ A natiom





