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firm: he reprobated the difgnce:ful TCfol'ution. and urgt:d 
the revinl of hoftilities with fo much w:lfJntb, that 
all i~eas of peace wen: laid afide 100. 

AWAKENED to a fenCe of nation:!! honour by the 
poetical dfufions of the Athenian bard, whore facred 
charaCler at tracted vcnention, the Lacedaemoniane: 
were fired anew widl the {piritor conqueft. A{hamC'd 
of hning lintned for a moment to the fugge!tions of 
t imid councils. they fpeedity recruited their broken 
forces, and again e!!'.cttd the territory of Me1rcnia. 
Though affifrcd only by a fmall bod 1 of Arcadians, under 
A rillocratcs prince of O rchomcnus, who W2S fecretly 
in the Spamn intcrdt, Arifiomcnts bravely adv~d. 
to meet the formidable enemy. • 

TH E Spartan troops did not (cern to decline the 
combat. But inftead of that gay courage with which 
they were wont to be anhr.ated on the approach of 
battle, the memory of their recent defea.ts tilled them 
with mcl:lncholy refiet\iol).!. They lamented the 
number of men that mun fait; 2nd whofe bodies, lying 
in mangled heap~ on the field , would be dragged to 
one common fUlleral pile, without being recognifed by 
their relations, or honoured wid, fo lemn rites. 

Now WM thc'timt> (or Tytt'ZU5 to exert his poetical 
talents : and the" aid not faii him on the occa(jon. He 
fu n", at tl-e he~d of the Sp:lrtan 1I.rmy, the exploiu of 

b • 

;incient warriotS, the renown awaiting on ,-alour, the 
jo), and the rew:ards of vi80ry; aud. as a farther en
couragement to defponding fpirits, he dire8ed each. 
man to tie round his right arm rome token, by which 
bis body. however disfi gured by wound!!, might be 
~own to his kindre¢ or friends "" . TlI.efe heroic 
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..... 7 l. fongs, :lnd this animating dcvice. hOld the delirc:d elred:. 
.... .. TIte-Lacedlemoui~, laying afide ",II gloomyapprehen

lions, eagerly longed for an opportuniry ctf rerric""'g 
the glory of their country j and when that opportuni, y 
was., offered them, they advanced to the cllarge with the 
firm afpeu of melt reColved to conquer or pelial . 

• 
'rAE McITcnian general, who had drawn up his 

forces at a place called the Cr(af D itch. was prepared 
to n\eel the moa. vigorous efforts of the enemy. But 
all his mea(urcs were clifconccrtec!:-7 the perfidy of the 
Arcadian prince. V;hcn the two 31 mies were re3dy to 
join battle, Arifiocrates ie(1 off' his dil'ilion ; ;:nd. in 
order 10 make his defe£lion more c\'ident. he croffed 
the front of the Meffen ian lint:. Arifiomcncs attempt
ed, but in vain, to keep his troops in the ... !'":mks. 
Afionilhed at a treachery fo flagrant, UIC MefJ"c:Ihns 
quitted their ground, and endeavoured to bring back 
tJu:ir allies. The Lacedremonians took advantage of 
their eonfufion. They were totally routed, fu rround· 
cd,'" and almpft all cut in pieces "" . 

A US TOM£HES, whofe prefencc of mind nc\·er for· 
rook him, and whofe patriotic courage only {hone more 

confpicaoully through the cloud of misfortune that in· 
volVid his coulltr,f, finding he coul.d no longer keep 
the fie.!d againft the enemy, purfueJ the faml! policy 
formerly adopted by Euphaes, ill fimilar cireumftances. 
Still 2ccomparued by the chofen b:lIlu of w;unors, who 
fought ncar his perfon i who were foremon in every 
ftation of Jangcr, and who had hitherto remained un· 
broken, he colJeCled the fcattered remains of his !"uined 
army. With thefe tried foldie". and fuchof the defence
lefs inhabit21lts of the open tCrWIlS, as were fit to ix:3f 

arms, he occupied the fortifi ed poft of Eira; ftrongly 
l'ituated among mountains on the fouthern (hare of 
Meirenia) and acceffible only towa.rd the friendly har· 
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hours of Prius :md Methone, wheoce it could recc:iTe 
a rnd,. fupply of pro'¥ifions ' DI. 

I N this fortification, which foon bec2me a large 
town, and in the two neighbouring rea-pom, that 
maiutaincd :a t onnant communication with Eira, 
the Meffenians prc(crved their libe"y ami indepen
dence for cleven years, in {pite of all the exertion. of 
Sparta to bring them again under her dominion. Dur_ 
ing that period, the "alour :md condua of Arill:o
meRes were difpb.yed in many wonderful clI:ploits. Not 
f:nisfied with repelling the ,,{faults of the enemy. Of 

with cutting oft' their for:aging particil within the M er. 
fenian territory, he fn:quemly palTcd the Spanan fron .. 
tier, and came home loaded with plunder, after having ; 
laid wane the country. 

EMBOLDl'..NtD by t here fuccdsful expeditions, 

Ariftomcnes ventured to penetratc ' in to the hurt of 
L aconia, ' Vhile the Laced:emonians were fully em· 
ployed ill the Gege of Eira, he {urprj(ed, by a rapid 
nollurnl!.1 nnrc!., the popu lous town of Amycle, Gtu. 
:ned on the banks of the Eurotas. and only a few 
miles difbnt from Sparla ; fcized a large booty before 
any force could be alTemblcd to oppore him, and re.
turned unmolelted to his ftro ng hold ' 04, 

BUT this fplendid enterpri(c, added to a {cries of 
Iortun~te :ldvemures, had almon proved fatal to the 
MelTcnian hero. It rendered him negligent, through 
ueefi of confidence, while it tJ:eited the vigilance of 
hii enemies. In making a new irruption into the 
Spartan dominions, he was attacked by a large body of 
troops, commanded by the twO k:ings of Laccdzmon. 
Finding his retreat intercepted, he made a l'igoroul 
defence, furrounded by a hand of gallant companions. 

But 
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MWf I. But hia liule part.y being OlI"crpmvere:cl by numbers, he 
"-"'.. was at laft marie prifo~erJ aod c:.errieu ill ch;tins to Sparta. 

with fifty of his brave aITDCiatt:s. There oonJidered as 
audacious Tebels, who had no~ onl y dared to throw 
.off; the yoke, but to. lift the {word againlt their 
'conquc:rers, tbey wc:[e all condemned to be throwu 
into a horrid cavern, called d ie Cloda; the common 
dungeon in that capital, fo r the mon atrocious cri. 
minals. 

IN fufrering this ignom iny, ::.\1 the afTociatts of 
Ariitomcnc:5 :uc faid to ha\'c been killed or dif;,;bled by 
the thad::. He alone fU I"Vived unhurt, in con(equence 
df huing been indwgcd th~ privilege of renioing his 
ChieM; a weapon of defence held in peculiu honour 
by all ancient warriors, and which, by fhiking again{\: 
the fides of the cavern, had broken the force of his filU. 
Two days did he ,remain in this frightful charnel C'X.

pe£l:init death, his' face covered with his cloak. On 
the third morning, about dawn, he heart.! a noire ; 
when uncovering his eyes, and looking around him. 
he raw a £Ox feeding upon the bodies of hi~ compa
n ions. !Fortunately conjec1:uring that this anima! muft:., 
have entered by fome ferret patr.1ge, he allowed it to 
"'pproach him; caught hol.1 of it : and, while it 
ftrugg,led to get loofe, followed it, UIlIi! it made iu 
way through a crevice in the rock. Here, favoured 
with a glimpfc of fide- light, he gradually worked hii 
way j :lIId, at Icngth, accompli!hed his cfcape , O~ . 

Tm unexpeO:ed appear:mce of Arinomeaes:u Elra 

tilJed his countrymeo with joyful allonifllment. They 
confidered him as a deliverer, miraeuloufiy rell:orf:d to 
thf:.Q1 by Heaven. And his {ira exploit had a tendency 
to inCufe the f;lme idea ioto the minds of his enemies; 
who bad pufhed the ficgf: with great vigour during his 
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confinement, anit IiOpteu. foon to get pof'"eIIioD. of 1he 
-place. Informed mal a boiiy of Corinthian troops .... 
marching to join the be6egen, he (ecredy went out, 
:md lay in amb\ttb 'for them; a ttacked >their "camp 'UD

der COVeT of night; routed them with great fiaughten 
and l"Ctunling loaded 1v1th 'Plun~Q", oJfered to MeH"&o 
nim Jove. for 'the third time, -the Htr".lompJullfia '~i 

or tremendous facrifi ce of "II hundred Tittima., "Which 
he alone wa~ entitled to perform, who had, with his 
own 'luna, flain an hundred of -his enemies in b:ttilc. 

T HIS fevere blow. conne8:ed 'With the wotUlerfUl 
'efope of Ariftomenes. of which·it -fis !'he immedi~o: 
'conrequence, 'anti the obftinilte'defence to be CIpetltd 
'from his futu re exertion" "made 'the lAc:::edaemoniclns 
'lalmofrdefpair of bdng able to ttl. mcmCdyes Olaf. 
"ters of Eira . • The Delphic oT'.ilcic was again confult
'cd, and a fa,ur2ble refponfe obtained: tlie b)l of-Eir ... 
was fole:mnly denounced . But the prediCtion of 
Apollo, though finally fulfilled, was not accomplifhed 
merely by Spartan n.\our and perfc\tet:arlcc. The de· 
voted city, when thought to ·be leaO: in danger, wai 
betn.y~d to the bdieg..:rs by -a Sp.artan 4cCerier. 

TH"T traitor had formed an il1tr-igue with it MdT; • 
. Ilian married woman, whofe houfe w.as under the waUs 
of Eira., and whom he was accultomed. to viut, wlule 
her hufband wa, "pan duty in the-c\tadel. Oneeven
i.ng, however. the amorou8couplc met wiman unfea
fonable interruptfon in their pleafures. Jull: as they 
had got into bed, the celltinel returocd, alld loudly 
~nocked at the door. After having provided for tJie 
uJetr of her gallant, the wife admitted her hufbirld, 
and inlidiouQv welcomed him With lhe wanneft et. 
IPrefl'ION of j~)' ; ' inquiring, with feeming anxiety, Hy 

• 
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.. hat happy turn of fortune !he was fa unexpeB-edl, 
favored with his company. He innocently told her, 
That Ariftomenes being wounded, the foldier! on 
guard, at the ,0Ut-pofts, L:nowing he could not walk 

. the rounds, a8 ufual, and fearing nothing frolU the 
enemy, had agreed to retire to their feveral habit .. 
tions. in order to avoid the indemency of the weather, 
as the night waS c:r.ceffively wet and ftormy . 

• THE trembling deferter, having lil1:cned to this con;
"erCation, (tole from his lurking-place. and carried the 
important imelligence 10 Empiramus, the Spanan ge· 
lleraI, whofc attendant he had formerly been, and to 

.whofe generolity he ttufted for pardon and reward. 
The hoftile army wall accordingly put in moti~m br 
Empiramu!, both the kings being abCent; and, by 
planting ladders againft the defencelefs polls, the La
ced.:monians entered Eira without refiftance, in the 
eleventh year of the liege ' 07. 

'TH E fate of that' lall:: rerort of Meffenian liberty, 
however •. was nof yet decided. The alarm being i:)
Rantly fpread, Arifiomenes, feconded by the bl4\'cil: 
and moR. aCl:.ive of his fellow-citizens, endca\'oured to 
dHlodge the enemy, But it waR impoffible far the 
Meffenians, during a night of dnrknef&, thunder, and 
tcl'npeft, to'":l.£\- with vigour or concert. THeir boldeR. 
efforts, therefore, failed to produce rhe defired effeu.; 
and, when morning appeared, they found the Lact"d. 
monians fo fl:fongly poned, that aU hope of ('xpeili rag 
them vanilhed. Confequently the only alternative 
which remained to £he gallant garrifon of Eira. was to 

. attempt to break the Spartan b:lttalions, or fubmit to 
the Ittw of the conqueror.. The fonrter choice was 

'univer(ally adopted i every one refoh~ing to periJh"~~ 
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the freedom of hig-country, rather than! livc under the 

degrading tyrann}' of Spana. The women joined the 
men in this heroic rcfolution, and both feJ:es feem'Cd 
infpired with mo:'c than mortal prowers. Maidens, 
" 'i rJows, wives, and mothers, fought by Ihe lideof 
their (ons, hufb:lmls, lovers, llnd brothers, for every 
thing tlllt is dear to humanity. 

THRE E days ami nights was the fu rious confliCi: 
maintained with un:;lb:lted COUT:tgC. A t length, on the 
fourth momillt;. vinory bf"gan to clecJ:lTc for the L:!. 
ceua:>ITIoni;ms ; who, ha\'ing Cent b:lck to their camp a 
di\'i lion of the :umy. which had wanted room to ;ta, 
were ccnUamly Cuppljed with fTC'lll troop~ . But d!e 
M drenian s, C\'cn ill the ruin or their cr;mntry, cnjoYfd 
a kind of trium ph. Ari/lomcnes, finJillg it was now 
become ncceITary ~to abaudon Eira. colle8ed into oQe 
body as many of his troops :IS were nill abk to fuftain 
the combat. III the centre of that body he pbccd the 
old men, women. and children: his foo G argus com
JUandl"d in the rear, lJe himrclf condulled the van i 

and :ld\';rocing agaiul'l: tbe enemy with his fpear poifed, 
at the head of hi s rrieJ com paniOlI5. fhewed he was 
determined to perifh. or pcnctTa.te through the Lon ile 
ranks. The Spartan general faw his pm-pofe ; ;Iond 
afraid to cncounter hili de:fpair. opened him a paITagc, 
and allowed 111m to lead off the remains of his br:1\'C 
countrymen ullmoJeficd ' ~ ' . 

ARJ ST OMEJolES, after burning from Eira, direfud 
his marco' toward Arcadia, And there Wlle c:xhib~d 

a {hiking infiance of the hofpitality and gencrofity • .Df 
ancient times. Tlle Arcadian~. lo~~d with tloaf11s 
and provifions. met meir unfortunate allil!S at . mou t 

Lyc~a, on the fron[;crs of the two natC8 J and not 

t o'. Iol. ibid. , 

ft$ 
~ ........ 
- Y. 
.... J 



I'4I.T J. 

THE HISTOR.Y OP 

only ;Lff'ordtd them pTefen.t {helteTJ but olrcred to dl .. 
"ide with them thl!:ir lands, and ro give them their 
daughters.in marriage '09. 

THIS kind reception encouraged Arjfl:omencs to 

form one of the boldefl:, and'heft conceived enttrprifcs, 
recordc(l in the ,mnals of Greece. Finding he had-ftm 
five hundred Mdrcni.ms fit for the moft arduous fcr
vice, he l'.efolved with thefe rearlds and hardy troops 
to (urpritt lhe city of Sparta; while its brave{\: 'de

fenders were employed in pill:rging Eire, or in reduc
ing Pylus and Methane. Three bundred Arcadian 
volunteers infbnrJy j oined themfelves to that gallant 
bpdy; and before the MelTcnian leader could have 
rcached the heart of Laconia, his little army would 
have been augmented with many Argian adventurers, 
2.mbitious of {haTing in his d:rnger, and of humbling 
their haughty neighbours. The enterprife muft have 
bf:en crowned with me mon glorious fucceC~, a~d 
future heroes and patriots would have envied the for. 
tUDe of Ariftomencs. 

BUT the beft: Jaid fchemcs arc oftenJendcred abot. 
tive. by accidents which human wifdom could not 
forefee; or dt:feated by fueh "as of perfidy "ud bafe. 
nef" as noble minds are incapable of imputing to hu. 
man being!. Ariflocratcs, the Arcadian prince, wh~ 
had formerly defcrted Ariflomenes in the field of hat. 
d e, .but who b3d afterward been truftcd by that gene
TOUS hero, on pleading a momentary panic, retarde~ .. 
under various pretences, the projeQcd expedition a. 
pin{\- Sparta; and, in the mellontimc, CQmmunicatlld 
to the enemy the defign of furpri:£ing their capital. 
"nIe treachery was difcovercd by an intercepted letter 

~ from Anauuder, on~ of the Spartan killgs, whom. 1 
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haft already had ocnfion to mention ; :l.clnowletlging 
the favour of the pan, and prerent Cervices of Arifro-
crate~. And this b."tnyer of the liberties of a rree 
people, of his cng:lgcmCllts as 3U ally, :10& his truf!: as 
:l fovereigl1 , was defervedly fioned to death by his 
own fubjcD.s 'fI'. A column was erelted on the {pot 
to perpetuate his infamy, wirh an infcription denotiu, 
his crime and ltspunifhmcnt IIf. 

THE f:lilure of ulis f:l.\·ouritc enterprife [eems to ha\'e 
broken the unconquerable {piTit of Arill.omenes. We 
do not find him afterward taking any arduous {hare ill 
the futun: fortunes of his ~ountrymen ; nOr h:LVe we 
anrfatisfaCl:ory account of the (ubfequint part of his 
life. We are indeed told, that his implaC2bJe hatred 
againft Sprta Ttmai11ed. and that he travelled into 
Lydia, and even imo Media, in order to mire up 
enemies againft that warlike lbte 0'. But the Medel 
were then utterly unknown to the Greeks, and the Spat

. tan po ..... er was yet too inconfidemble to be fup pofed c:\
pable of alarmillg the jcaloufy of the Lydian monarchy • 
.It appe;trs, howcyer, by the general concurrence of 
hiftori:ms, that the Melfenian hero, foon after the COil

quell: of his country, retired to the Wand of Rhodes, 
;lnd there probably ended his days in honourable eafe. 
n;lving ,maTrieci his youngdt daughter to Damagetes, 
-king of the tO~·1I :Uld territory of h lyfu9. in that 
i Qand Il l . 

BUT to return to the·order ofhiftoric:lI events. r~ 
.tnediately after that fatal treachery, which fo deepl, 
-affeCled Ariftomenes, :mtl which wu followed by the 
4uth of Ariftocr:rtls, he condu!\ed to CyUene. a rea.
port of Elit, tAe M OR: a!H.ve and cM.erprUing Meffen~ 
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Ta'!: fllSTC!)jty or 
am ~'lIo !~ nken muge with lIim In Arc:adi:l t lea"ing 
th~ :1ged :1!1d 'infi~n to \.he prote£tion of thci1"gena'ou$ 
",lIies. On hi, arrival at this pOrt he fc urid,. :lcconling 
t o prc1,1iou1i :lgrcemcnl, h is fugith-':: countTyml:n, frolll 
the muitimc 10\\'~ of Pylos and l\ll::honc, re;l(ly to 

rC\."Ci,'c Ilim-, and furnil'hcd. Willi every thi:1g necdT'ary 
{(lr cfrabrf'i'hil1g a fct tlcmcnt 011 a forei;;il Ihorc ; they 
h;l\ illt; t2ken {hdter 011 oouJ tIleir {hips, 2S roon a~ 
they heard of ,he reduCtion of Ein, with all their 
mon n luable goods :md furniture. AriftomenC$ 31' 
prayed of the'ir rdolution of planting a coiOI1Y in Come 
dinan l fCOSion, bllt declined the: honour 01 Jeadj"s it 
forth. Tlut anluous Ceniee Iu: re!inq.uilhed to his.foll 
C orgu.s, afliflcd by Manticles i '2 young lllall of gteat 
merit, and the fon of a diftinguiihcd patriot,. wboo had. 
hl!en iu the c;uuc of hia counlIy "., 

'VHa,:r. the. l\Icffcniaus were dtlibcrating on tTli. 
{ubjed, and hd'orc they hatl fixe(1 upon allY p;trticultr 
p!.tce for tlu: efbOlilhment of their projeued co101l1. 
du.'y rceeweU f rom Anaxila~ . prinCe of Rl1tgium, .Ie-
fCl!lldcd fmal their ;tllcicnt kmgs, an invit .... tion to 
com!! ami ftttle ;n his domi.nions; that city Ilavinl 
beel} p.mly Klundcd, as wc ha.ve feCI), hf Metre-
Ilia-n tcfugec&, on the termination of dle fOlmer w:lr. 
In '('ollfeqlll:lICe of Ihi~ invitation, the Meeenian :l.ll_ 
venturers tmoo.tb:.I for Rhegium. But when uley 
:Jrrived there, they found the friend iliip of An:axilas 
to be Ief..s gencro\ls than they had bdiucd. H e :was 
engagro in hoftil)::iea with tbe~~1e3flll' an .5.oliaft 
colony that pralliCed pirxy, and polTefred a deligbtfw 
territory on tl\t 0PP0Me coaft of Sicily:. A~iun 
thia. enemy, liJ,;dy to pro\"e too ftfong fOT hip}. he 
cra\'ed thl:lr aid. 'TIlC M e(feni:ms, who were pre
Fartd for ,~mr defperatc enterpri rt, r eadilfembrued 
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t.he propofitl. The Zallcle:ms were fpecdily tanquilh. 
~. The ltfc.ffcnians took potfeffion of the conquered 
country, anu b,.came one people wilh lil t .1Eolian cp

louill.b; ,whom their hum:mityhad (OIxcd from me {word, 
fUld their generality prefen'cd (10m fen·itudt:' 1\ . And 
Z;mclc, the former capital, changed its n"me to that 
qI.Mdlcnc, which it Rilt with little variation rct3ins. 

IN confcquente of this large emigration, and the 
retreat of Ariftomenes to Rhodes, the Lac:edxmonims 
found themfeh'cs :abfoi ule and undifputcd mailers of 
!he u:rrito .. y of MdTenia. Such of dIe native in
,habit:mtS, as chofe to remain in that territor),. were 
.reduced to ihe condition of Helols, and compelled 
:0 cultivate, for their conquerors, thofe lan,is which 
had formerly belonged to themfd\'e3 or their :mcef. 
ron IIf>, Front a condition fa degrnding, it might he 
fuppofed they could hever cm~rgc; alld that their fuf. 
Icrillgs woultt have e~tingui n}(~d in their mind a all hope 
of reeoTering UI(:ir ancient freedom or i nt!epcr.del~cr , 

_Hut n;:'\'cry could not break the firm fpiri! of the Meffi'. 
ll~ns. They fUll confidered Il1l:nt[d\"es as a C~dan 
peoJJie ; and, aIter two ilundred ),eJrs uf f!'lYitude, 
we {hall fee tllem ;J.gain throw olT the Sp.man rake. . . . 

MJ::MlTIME the power orSpart:t was great in Pdo. 
ponnefu5, and formidable C\'cn to the fl:l.t es beyon.J 
the CorimhiJn ifthmu$, That Gr~cian peninrula, 

Jo,:-merly comprehending fcrcnJ nuw cDnuinc:d ollly 
, Jjx iqdepe.ndent /lates. AmI the Laced:cmoniJlIS. 
after the ctll1queft of M!;Oi:llia, occupied one third 
of Pdopollnefus. The remaining twO thirds were 
poae£r~d, in unequal divi!ions. by the Corinthians, 

: Elcans,.Ach2::ms. ArQ.di:ms. and Argi\·es ' Z7. Tbe 

~jnthi~'. befidc thc tenor of their naval force, and 

I 'So Pa..r...n 'lbir~ l'. Srnoo, J.;b. vi. 
111. Slnbo, G.-.j.lib .... ;;i. 
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the refources which their HtenGve commerce 'Yidckd, 
were proteClcd otgaillfl the Sp:trtan pnwer by their 
impregnable lituation, 1t5 the Elun~ were by their 
(acTed charaCter. The Ach:l!ans had early lllfociated 
thcm(ch,cs under :l <!emocf:ltical form of government; 
in tweh·c inJepenJenl cities, which had olle common 
illterefl :md bond of union; and In which they long 
enjoyed thei r independenc),_ T Ile Arcadians, fecurc: 
in a mountainous diflricr, where they led the life of 
herdfmen or Ou~phcnls ...... ere Llrthcr defcnclcd by their 
IMraY"alouT, anti ancient f CIIO\nt

lll
• The Argives, 

110 Icf~ bral'c, and more warlike, were engaged in per
llctua l ho!li!itC5 with Sp.nta. Ami their intimate ... t~ 
lianec with ArC;'1(1i3, foullI'!cd un the fcnfe of a com
mon &mgcr, onJr 'could have prefen'cd them from 
lillking tluder tile ;;rlns of tll': ambitious difdplcs ot 
I.ycurgus. 

Tn;: politic J.;IccdxIl"JOlli::ms, however. fometimes 
flJ\U:d means to Cl\g:t~e the Arcadians to remain neuter; 
,1\1,\ thClllhe moll vigorous exertiom of martial prowefs 
).j'-ller,ll!y proved too feeble, to enable the Arglves to (C'. 

Incf~ tilt' encroachments of theh I\furping nei~hboun. 
ll \1c of thofe feparate ''I" :U3 W';J.S ,!ininguilhcd by events 
fuffici~ltly memorable to nler;t particular notice; 
tbough ~e know not, with ccrtainlY, the Ikn when 
dlC:y h'\PpCJ1C-U. 

SrART ". in wle (ou ti"e of hcr ufurp'ations. hid 2[. 

(enc!1 a daim tv tile city of '111yrca :1m! Its territory, 
w!\ich I..y 011 the fromie" of .'\rgolis ;lud L:!.conia ; and 
I.rld "ioicmly tlken pod'clIioli of it " '. The Argivts 
caUeued die: l.lrgc:n army lhey had ever fent into the 
fitld, in oIller t o) fuppoTt their right, 2nd recover the 
conrcRed diftria; while the Laced.-c:monians advanced 

• 
oIi. TIl. ,bid. " 
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",ith :an equal or fuperior fOl;.ce: , to m:lintlill thdr 
conquelt no. But when the armics of the two fiatc. 
were preparing to engage. it was agreed, in c COI1-

ference betweel1 rhe hoO:iJI: le.ulcr1, that the difplltc 
(hould be decidc(1 by three hlLndrcd men fele£lcu fro m 
each army: and that, during tllC awful comba.t, the 
l1lain body of both armies fhould wiuvJr1w, lell the 
the troops of cither party filOuJd be prompted to inter
pore in behalf of their f ountrrmen '~'. 

I N cOllfcquencc of tbjs agreement, the Ii% hundred 
champions joined battle, and fouglu ",-j[h fuch in-
1repid courage, ;lnd fo cl'Jual a degree: of Ihength awl 
tkill, that when night came down, :md 31"'rcHcd the 
{word of death, only tlnce combarallls werc left alive; 
two Argives, named Chromius and Afcinor, allu one: 
Lacc{l:r:monian, the renowned Orlhry"dcs IU. '1'11(: 
Argive champiolJ~, thinking thcmfe1ves undifputed 
Jl1afiers of the field, or deflrous of efcaping from fueh 
a (eelle of carn'lge. h"fiened to the camp of their 
,-ountrymen, with ule news of their ltard-earned vic
tory. Meantime Onhryades. ulOugh wo unded, col
Je£\ed into ~me heap the (pails of his flaur.hlcrc:d cnc
~nic:s, "nd refted up.on the (!lOt III, 

N EX T morning. when the commanders of the two 
:-armies, at the ho.!ad of uu:ir lorces, went to view tIu: 

'')4 Plll6n~s ( lib. r .J pbt~. tru. war in Ihe IUler PUI of the 
r~'gn of Theopompw;. \dng of l.;aaclzn,oo; and, «>nr~'l"{'lIly, bt
t .. ~n the: Iirft and ictoud MdI'cniMI wsrt. 1I101' HeroJ..l lU• wh" 
l i'fed much lICU'tr to the tUlle of 1M lIoail, cocnpetitioa. reprcC\:a(. ,t 
u h:I~nirI, one hundred )·ar. bier, and only jdl brou;hllO an 
rtrue wheJ' Cyno,lhc Grtllt in'fdtcd the Lydian caJ>IIa1, ~lId c~l>(ru, 
fen ' aWlhaffwon 10 craw ~1T.n:.nu {rom Sputa; ( I le~ot. I,b. I.) in 
l lie fur Ii", hundnod:uld fo";,.eight bcfurt the (,.'\,riitian :tn, agree_ 
~hl, to the da(e in lit! llll'"i,n, 

,,,. Jd. ibid. Ill. iinwoc.lib. 1. r~lIf~n.\ib. r. 
"3. ldo ibdl. , 
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'PdE RISTOiv atl ' 
OJin, ",~d determine the difpute. the Argives faw, to 
tbe;r al\onilhmc:1t, thi' fulitary wan-lor enjoying his: 
mebncholy tri umph ; having WTitten with his own 
blood, in the Jan runnings of ebbing life) his name 
upon the trophy which he had raifed 11~. The La~ 

ced~mon ir.ns ;accordingly claimed the vicrorr. The 
Argiw:s denied uLeir pn!terdions, and both armies 
joined baule. The conma was fierc:!, obilin:l.:e and 
blc.ody. At Ian the flLperior difcipline, and fhe ngth. 
of Sparta prevailed. The ."-rgives were totally routed, 
illld Th yrea remained wLlh the conqueroh"~ . 

n UT the I,~ecd;cmonilns , although thus vitloriou5 
over their mon warlike and powerful neighbour;;, were 
long rdlraincd, by v:uious c.irc:Jmfian'::ci, from :lIt~in · 

in6 th:lt wci:;ht of dominion, or high :nbilra·ion, at 
which 111(:y fa eagerly afpirctl . Fortunately for the 
liberties of Greece, a rival power wa~ now fifiug .tlp. 
1Lmbitious to difpute with Spart3 the prchemin~n,:c i!\ 
::lrr:l$ and Jlolitical importance. 

1~<4 Paufln.ubi (up. 

'''.I. H erodot. lib i. Th~ IItgi .. es wa-t! fo mu~h ,"onWed ~t I~" 
clde~ : , Iha: lhe men rut 0:1" Iheir hair; Ihe wom~1I di .. eflrd thenl. 
fd"<8 !1f Ih,i, jewel.; and . f~knlll dcrl'l'c ,",':II paired. ~nd ~n 3wfal 
.. "W 14k,n by bOlh re •• " "Tilal no man r..ould futTt r hi. hair 10 grow, 
•• liur any woman wear o. n .. menu or gold, wlLii Thy'"". {h"uld Ioc 
.j reco ... red." I~ erodot. ubi fur_ 

LET-
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LET T E R VI. 

Hijhry eJ ATKE~S DI:d the NO~Tn !N ST ATE9 0/ 

GREEC F. , fit/m tht D rlllh of COD RUS , th~'\ lcif1 
K in.! if AT TICA , to tr t E%"II!{i~" .f IIH PIU~ 
5T R ATl!>~ ; j.,rfudi"z an Armin! of ,1,( R!(, ifllH 
G Il.}EC'IA N OR .O\C L£S ; if liN EXlf':li~" if tbe in
jllllt:U ef du AMPH JCTvn .... J C CO UNC IL; 4 tht 
fllil( if I~t Firji Satn.i !-1'Qr, -:u;:b ,ht l "./iiJII1;'" 
0/ ,be P\' TUtA N GAME'; tJotd Il l' it"W of tk 
EjI(l blfjhtr:tllt if the L rgij!otioll fit SQ!~II. 

W HILE Pdoponndlls W 3$ (haken by thore long 
• md b:arbarous \\'31'5, which lermin:r.led ill the 

fllh\'ulinn of the liberties of Mellcnil, Ih<. Cr.cci;m 
fiatc\ be-yond the Corinthi:!.n ifi hmus. either enjoyed 
the hlcffin::;s of pC:lce, or {cit but light !!, the inconve_ 
nience, of hoflile difcord. The bicl:c: rings between 
tht' peny northern rCp\tblics, though frequent, were 
';\1t~n\led with little bJoollOlcd, and (ollo",c\\ by no im
ponant conf':'lucnces. The Thcbans having loft all 
,igour :'lIId concert with the abolition of royahy. Decoua 
being broken into tweh'e rival town(hips, were in no 
condition to all olfcnflVdy. And the Athenians, ~tcr 
adopting a repllblicll1l (OTfll of govcrnment, (Oil the 
death of Codrus. a:; formerly related ') Jived in fuch 
barmon y untler dlcir perre'ual archons. for Ollmon. 
Iour ccntllrie~. that their :df.l1ll furniChed few rna_ 
tcriab for IliOory. The fubfeqllent r el·ioel was \c:f, 
t.ranquil. 

n,-

LF.1-rF.R 
\'I . 

......-. 

Am. Cb. 
,,,4,. 



JlAIlT r. 
'- ,,_J 
Anl. Ch. 

7$4. 
Olrmp. 
-"'1·4. 

An,. Ch. 68._ 
0\fmp. 
~1'.1. 

THF HISTORY 0 ' 

BECOM E impatient of the very fltadowof royalty, 
the citizens of Athens, on the death of the hereditary 
:archon Alcm;con, raife:d Ch:arops to the ardlOllthip, 

on condition of holding it fol' ten. years only. Six de
cennial archons followed ehnops. After the expira_ 
tion of thofe lixtr years, a farther and greater change 
was made in the Athenian governlllilint. It was I'e
folved th.:lt the office: of archon Jhoulcl be annual, ami 
that nine perfons, inftead of one, fhould be appointed 
to execute its duties ". 

THESE magiflrates, however. were not vd\ed with 
equal autllority. nor were the J':lnlc funllions common 
lo C'J,ch. The moft exalted in dignity, ealled .,dych¢IJ 

EpOllymllJ, or fimply .AacHoN, by way of eminence, 
r cprcfented the majeny of the re pub!k j the fecontl in 
Tank, who had the title of BuJiltus or King, was head 
of the Athenian religion; and the Polernare-h. who 
was third in rank, had the chief dire£\ion of militOlry 
affairs. The remaining fix archons, w110 bore ule 
gener .. 1 appellation of r btjmflJbchr, or U g U.:Irdi:tns of 
the laws;' prefided as judges in the ordinary courts of 
ju!lice, as the: former three did in the fuperior n ibu. 
nab; and the whole nine, when comened, fonned 
the council of nate l . The archons were ufuallr 
chofcn by lot, from the highcft clafs of cirizens j but 
fometimes the .:IJfembly of the people, wilh which rc
flded the righ. of kgiflation, aJfumed the power of 
n:lrning them-. 

A N ~uthor;ty fo temporary ami limitl:u, as that 
roO::iTed by the annual archons, was not fulUcient to 
reftr:\;n the relller~ (pirit of the Athcni:uts, 19itllted by 
hllions, 2nd jealous 10 e:xcd!l of their political free_ 

'/0. t''lUr .. " . lib. vii. ~ Arill PoUI. lib. i ... vi. et Fu::.. 
de Cit/il . .... ,.. Iiec ~:rn r ttter • • ·lr,b.~~. G,;r.:. book I. dl~p.:w . 

.c. I'llIt. YiJ. "" ijI,,,,,,. 
dOIll . 
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cIom. Athens accordinglr,hecamc a fcene of anarehYJ 
woleoet, and iujultice. At length. m~ {evertly {en,.. 
libJe of the 1tJC9nvc:nienccs of ruth an unftabJe goven}
ment. and of an unfettled jurifprudencc, (the Atl\e
nians having yet DO regul:.r code of laws) all partie'S 

raw the Deceffitr of reforming the (htl:; and efpecbJly 
of regulating the adminHl~tion of jullieC'. For the: 
cxecution of this great work, they can their ey~i upon 
the archon Draco; a man of rigid morus, and int:or
ruptible integrity, but unfortunately of a mind unt 
equal to the important and arduous undertaking. 

As if con(ciou! of his political inabili ty, Draco 
CecO\$ to have left me Athenian confii tution nearly in 
the fame flate that he found it. He Gonnned his inno.
vations chiefly to juridical matters. And, even in 
thefe, he fhewed himfelf little capable of accomm~ 
dating his i& as to the drcumfbnccs of the times; to 

the chara8cr of the people, who had inrrufted him 
with the high office of legifiator, or to the generOlI 
temper of mankind. I Ie made capita.! almotl. all 
crimes, wbich came under the cognizance of his laws s. 

T HE very feverity of fuch a jurifprudellf:e defeated 
ita own cnd, the rifol"mati(Jtf if "lImn"J. W'hell CjJn
vi8ion mull: necerrarily ha\'c proved fatal to the culprit" 

. few witnciTes w'ould appear :lg;!intt pcrfons ;l;ccufcd of 
inferior crimes; alld as the humanity of the judge was 
interefted in faving. where the evidence againll fuch 
ojfende~s was complete. it followed of couTCe, that 
" II crimes paa-cd ImpuniOled except tbofe of the mon 
3tTociow nature~. T he Jaws of Draco. therefore, 
inllead of remedying rhl! evils of which his country
men complained. may be f:t.id to have increafed them. 
But they fervcd to compofe tile 111inds of the Atheni-

$ . Milt. YiJ, StJ ... Ari .. l, 1'.liI.1ib. ii. 6, ld. ibid. . .. 

Alit. Chr. 
614. 

Olymp. 
lIuilo;. r. 
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~ ~4 ception of law. aridAnftitufions of.a yet, ~iKerent deo. 
fcription j for t-hefe f)f Solon, wkloh w~re as miid as 
ms I'reuecefl"or's, .-erc:. kvert J. And.U their afi"uafivc 
lenity was nccelfafy, to infure their opet:ttion. 

THE condition of no people perhapA ever exllihitcd 
3 do:eper fcene or trouble and diforder, than that of 
the inhabitantS of Attica, .-hen the virtuc.~ and abili4 
tics of this cKtraordinary mall were called to their relief. 
The m.3giftntes plundered the public: treafury ; and 
a ft en betrayed, for bribes, the nufe of jufiicc. TIle 
rich opptcffcd the poor: and the wretched populace, 
pnaiced in robbing. and driven to dcfpair, were rira 
for rebellion " Defcended of an Olncient ~nd honourable 
hmi!y, Solon had, in early life. been diftingu j{hed ·at 
A thens for his Jove of learning ;and his ralent fol' 
pberry o. And the misfortunes of his country foon 
brought forward to notice thofc political rower~. 
'Whicb ;afterw~rd enabled him to reform the conQitu~ 
lion of the fiate. 

'P£RC EIVING the wC!lknefs of I:'e .\thenian govern~ 
ment, the people of Salamis, (an inand in the SaTOnic 
~\f) had revolted, and leagued themfcJves with thofe 
of Megara. The Athenians made feveral attempts to 
rec:oyc:r th:n Wand; but, in 311, they fuiled of fuccefs. 
And (0 great had been their lofs, on thofe mortifying 
cc:canons, that the :dJ'embly of the people pafJ'ed a law, 
making it a c llpi~al offence in any perron, whatever 
might be his rank, 11is office, or ltis charntler, to pro~ 
l'ou a renewal of the unfortunate enterprifc"'. But 

,. M." apology for thi. f~ritr, th,to trnk,nr rqlli~ •• Small 
'- t rim ... dtr • .-.e Iko.th, .. nli {nn Gad 110 grfalet punilhmenl-fO!'tloe 
.. 'n,,1l hein"" •. " !'IUl. Y ,f. S."". 

a. F,"P" S • .', •. • p. Dcmoflk. 9' PI,:. 'i! . .HI .... 
10. Id. i!.id. 

althougb 
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~droug!l. no one' durft ol'Cn1y requi't-c the ttpt:al oE LltrrEa 
Ih~ rafh hbf, if becafne the c:nfte of fhamc :and difTa-
r;isfatlion among the younger :Ind br;:vcr Atbenian 
j:iri:J:cns. 

OF the Jatter num~r W':lS Solon . He, therefore, be
thought hil1lrel f of an ar:ince for t.'vaJing ti,e pC:I'\ lty, 

yet inducing the people to anmi'llhei r o\i'l1 acl:. Fh,,
inS circul:ltcd a report, th:lt he 1'/:1.S fubjeEt: 10 tempo. 
tary fi ts of m<ldllcfs, be acconfingly compofed ;m in 
fl' ammatory r oem, entided Sa/.lll1is; and ru/hing out 
Into the market-pl;lce. moun'fed the her::!ds-ftone, and 
recited hi~ pcrforn'l:mce to the crowd. TIle pe:ople 
were fined with forr,)w ami imlignatlOll at the pu;;lIa

nimity of th~ir defpanding bw, for reJinquilhing that 
Wand . The obnoxious fl atute w:\~ rcpealod i :md if 
was i.nnant~y fcfoh'cd, That a n~w JrnlamCnt ihoulJ 
b~ fent againfl. Salamis. The command (>f 111e ex. 
pedition was committed to the patty that Solon had 
embraced. It was condutl:cd wirh II.bility, anti crowlI': 
ell with fueecfs. Salamis wis recovered without much 
bloodOled It . 

TH E fortunate illite of this enterprife acquirell Snlon 
confidcrable influence 21 Athens; and other Cfcnt'S 

('onfpired to fpread Ihe fame of his fagacity and promp· 
ti tLlde over :\11 Gre~ce . Thofe evcnts J mufl. rebte, 
an d point out his connexion with them, before 1 fpeak. 
of him in his legit1ati\'e capacity. 

1 HAVE already had oreation to mention the efta
blilhment of the council of AmphW:yon~, and its fu~ 

perintclldallre oyer the orac!!! of ApoUo at Dc!pho •. 
.Dut I have hi:herto found no opportunity of relating 
the rife of that oracle, or of noticing the extenuon of 

I •• Plu!. ubi rllf' . 

hn' Chf. 
, , 

( Ii\.,."p. 
1"V . .... 



THE HISTORY O F • 
• 

PART t. the AmphiClyonic council, in confequence of the eon_ 
'-""" J que{t of Peloponllcfus by the H en.c\id:oe. I (hall noW, 

therefore, offer thefe fubj eCl:s to your wrdlbip'S at. 
te.ntion, by way of introdutlion to the hinory of Ihl: 

AlII . Clar. fira Satftd /1'0,., which furnifhed Solon With llew 

o~·P' .accafions of difcovering the frrength of his geni!.\s. 
lII ... I. 

"ALL mankind," fays H omer, in the perfon of Ne{1.or, 
U have nud afthe GODS'~ I "~ A fo1ife of tllis /Iud, which 

(eems i"tuithu in the huma/l mind, or a aJnftioufncfs of 
our OWII wrqkntb. tllat leads us to took up fo r prOlrflion to 
Suptripr PCW/IS, may be confidered 3S the NATURA L 
CAliSE of all RiLIGION, And a drJil" of pUll/rating 

the will of thof~ God!, the Juppofid diJptl!(ers of good 
~ncJ. tVi/, has among various !lations giwn hirth ~o Di
'tIj"ati~nJ SOQthfoying,' and Ora,ulur Rr{pQ"{tI. The 
Crzci~n oracles are raid 10 have derived their origin 
fro~ 1Egypt and Crete, the two great nurferics of 
H eathen f~perl\:ition: :1.114 th~nce the Greda had 
alfo reeeh'ed their popular creed. 

T HE mon ancient of tic Crrecian ondes was that 
(acred to J upiter at D odona 11 , the rife of which i3 thus 
"ccounted for by Herodotus. A Phoenician fhip~ 
maner, ill a ,'oyage to lEgypt , having carried 01T with 
him from the city of Thebes 0!1 the Nile, one of the 
prieftdrcs, or female attendants, belonging to the 
t emple of ] upiter there, fold her as a Dave in Thefpro. 

r~. Q,lyf. l ib iii. vn . .. 8. ' ,1. Herodotu" lib,;. 
np,lii. SI~b"" hb. ,.ii.p_ 311. !dir, Lut~I , P1rif. 16w. \\I , HlI'dittn 
(J'~;'. lJ!Ji"'J'. Ju IJ O~"r/, U Ddph.) e",du ~oll" to pron, Tbu rhe 
Onele of DelphoJ w ;u mor~ ~l!ciUll [h~n th~, ~t J)od(lIU; hecaurc rhe 
rebJg; were ip Thdprol ia, when Ihe Dodoriian lIr.r.de wu dbblilbcd. 
(tbid.) B~t Ihe Pel:.(g; "' r rc. fpn:ad ~~"r Crecc~ and ,h~ c(l:IIli,uOUI 
C'(I\lnlneo ip the moR c3rly ,ittl~l: (Herod",.iilt. i. cap.l~i . Ivi;, ct fcq. 
Strabo, lib. ,.ii. p. i:11-J~9, ~rlit rup. dt.) aud they bad Ihcir Qant~ 
n\lt from Pd./lrgur,;II M. HardioQ fuppo!~r> but from their .,.,audor'''!> 
,bat ... 'I.cr. Stfoibo, lib .... iii. p. 397. 

J thl) 



A N C IE N T E U R 0 P E. 

tia; a mountainous dj{hi8, on the (ourh-weft: eoatt 
of Epilus, Thoughherc reduced to a fbte of fervitudc, 
and ignor.ult of the language of the country, this 
woman Coon attta!l:ed the veneration of the rude na. 
tives. Her fagacity. acquired by living among a morc 
cultivated people i ber foreign afpell, and myfterious 
carriage, fuited to the habits of A!:gyptian fuperRition, 
made them all conclude !he mull: bold private convene 
'with fome Divinity. She encouraged IlI(~ireaf1 cr(:du_ 
lity: :lilli, well inftrullcd in the means of taking ad. 
\'3nt:1ge of iI, occafionaily cho(1! her Ration unJer the 
rl:!.f\r;. {hade of :m aged oak) near·the vilbge of Dodona; 
whence {he gave ;m(wers, in a broken dialetl, to every 
OIlC wllO came to canrult lIef" , Thefe ;,"(wers t'he 
dd ivered in the name of the God Jupiter, with whofe 
feeret councils /he pretended to be imrulled. H er pro-
"hetic reputation dai ly increafed. Slle:H length fpoke 
in the Grec:k tongue i or with a human ':IDiu, to ufc 
the word, of the admiring Tllefprolians u . Her {ue
eds gained her aifociates, who became her {lIcceifors. 
And a temple, famous for its oracular refponfes, 
t ofe to Dodonean Jupiter in the centre of the grove, 
where the lEgyptian captive had lira. taken het 
Rand. 

SUULAR inQi tlltions were attempted, and efb:
blilhed in different pam of Greece. nut the oracle of 
Apollo 3t :Delphos early acquired, and long ma.intained "
re:putation fu perior to all eUler oracles ill dIe Heathee 
world. This cdchrity it ow('d to the following dr
cumftanccs. 

'ON the fouthem fide of the winding ridge of mount 
~2tru1{fUS. whiclt diviut:' the dilt-rilh of Phacis and 
Locrii, and at no &te2t d if'tance from the fca-pons of 

]';. L1. ill;,!. 
Cirrha 

UTT ... 
''1. 

• _ If 



'ART...J. Cirtha and Criif2, W1sfOTmed b"nature II kind of :t!ri~ 
It: '" ~ phitheatre, enc:onlp.loffc=d "",Ith ftupeudous rocks. 1n 

\he.mKift of thlt almofi in:r.cceffible [pot, ""as hollowed: 
a deep cavern, the crevices of which emitted l\ npour 
uw.t fiTonglyalfc8ed the hrain ,e,; apd:1)5 p1uen z.)' of 
e,yt:ry kine.! , among the Greeks, was fpPpQfeJ the eifeGb 
of divine inrpirntioll; the incoh,,~t\t l;p~dle~ of the 
b.eolfmeu, who har.! ::lpproachcd that cavern, we re rc
gutlcd as prophetical, and afcribed to the imnlcdiate 
impulfe oJ fome God rcfididb in thc pbce ' I, 

.I N eonfequencc of dlis notion • ..an a£i'c.n; \)I~· of the 
neighbouring inhabitantS y,<:l S c:onvened 2t DeJppo'W 
or the fili llUk, :15 the word imports, in OHler to deli
ber:ate on the means .of bdl: receiving .the inf'pir~Jjon , 

'2l1d uttering the: refponfds of the Divinity. 'For there 
purpores, it was rerolved by th~t aITernhly to :l?point 
-Que perrol1 , a virgin prophetersJ whore rafelY filouid 
be p rovidett for by a frame pbced over th e prim:.ipal 
chafm , whence the maddening vapour iifued; as fcvc
.ral of the:: fupcr1litiolls multitude, who han. reforte::d to 
D elphos fur information concerning futurity, had £:.1-
Jell into the eavrrn , while int.:lxic;!.ted wilh its diI~v i~, 

:md thert: ll:: rifh ed ,g. Tile fr:lme WlS made to rcft. OJ1 
thrt=e fe" , :l11d thence called a Tripod. O n lh:lt frame 
the propheters, who obtained, in very early times, 
(from P ython, one of the titles of Apollo) the name ot 
P ythia or P,thonefs. was fc:nerl when (he- had OCca.
lion to cxercift: her [aCTed funCl:iO Il ". 

THE interpofition of public authority g3ve new im
r ortRnce to Delphos, :l.IId made way for a farth!::r 
clb.blilbment. A rude temple 'I\':1S built ovef the. hll .. 
lowed cavern; prielh were infiituted to detern1i ~lC, 

, 6. Smho, lib. ix. Diod. Sicw. lib. n;. ' 7. Id. ibid. 
,8 . .Diod. Sic .... l. \lbi flip. 19. P~. hi!: ~ . Diod. 

.. lio;w.li ~ . .IV;' Sinbo, lib. U. 
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011 'What aecalion; the 'Pythia nfoiild mount the racred LITTER 
V1. tripnd. in orda to imbibe the prophetic fi.eam; a,s wcll ._ 

,"StD collea 2hd di'~n her phrantic r ,wings, c:ohfufedly ' __ ~.~J 
panred fOnJl.- \I-hile \1lJiler the fuppofed inlluence of 
the infpiri'ng God, And ceremoni~s WeTe prefcribe,d, 
:l11c.l ('\Crifict5 ~ormcd, t o the prefiding Divinity, 
under variOU5 n",mes ' 0, At length (orne pious :ldvcn,. 
turers from Gnofi"us in 'erne. landed at the port 
of Cri!T:l, :and proc:t:tding up the ha Iti declivity of 
mount Parn::drus, placed the temple at -Delphos im
~lediatdy under the :lufpiccs of Apollo · ' i by wllOfe 

command they declared t1lcy had aact!.. and whofe 
pri.efts they there became n , 

UNDF.'R this new nnd perm~nent Deity. through 
the fkill of his Cretan mininers, the repllt:ltion of the 
oracle rnpirlly increafed; and Delphos, "which had the 
fingular advantage of being IJlearly in lhe centre of 
Creece, was tepre-rented as the ('tntTC of the world. 
~nd the appellation of Navt! if tbt Earth was bello\¥'
ell upon ·it ~J. The lize of the holy cilY became early 
confider:tble, alld rh(' riches and-fplelldour of the tem
p le of Apollo proverbially great. 

THE .infi.iwlion of the Amphittyonie coundl, whith 
w",s p:nriculatlyilltruf\ed by its founder (as I ha..-.:: for
merly had oeafioa to obferve U) """h t.he prote6Hon of 
the ,territory of the foothfayinR: God, added much to 
the. wcalth Ilnd.magniiicence of Delphos, by fpreailing 
\the ,fame of ,the oracle. No bu[jnefs of any.con(e
qucu:re was und.ertaken in GIeec:e, either by fiates or 
wlijvidu:la, wj{hout confulting the .E.ythia. On {uch 
occafions a prdent was always nc:ceffary .: and t.he.opu .... 
lent en~_a\'9Ured to ~Qnciliate the f.u'o ur of A,Po}to, 
=-.z" :\. ~. , 

10 : 1:1. ibid. :I. Hon\~1 IIJ"'~'~'I!"!' 
ti:tfd. ~l, "A~O 'Wlof Ibm I d.cily .rJ.'f li~'.fDlutali~ F"\1~ 
~ .,,' <. ,.,- t., , .••• 
~D'i1Iill':Y," I: ~ua Mlllor. b"t. r~ or m LUI: ~n I,IlCJ;G' 
lUz~lIl gf Crc~". '3 . Stnbo, lib, It, 1._ d"ll. n:' 
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P.·UlT I. --' 
THE HI S TOllY OF 

by offerings of hi~ n1ue as . Vauity was called ill (0 
the aid of fuperllition. I The names of fuch as fent or 
brought valuable prtfents were carefully reginered ; 
and when ftalues, Iripods, "afes, or other ornaments) 
of precious metal or curiou~ worbnanlhip, were offer· 
ed at the lhrine of the God, they were publicly exhi
bited in honour of the community, pt ince or private 
perron, by whom they had been beftowed. An emu
lation in donations took place, and the trearuty of the 
oracle became immenrely rich and great ~ft. 

As Delphos had acquired an incrtafe of wealth and 
fame from the early guardi:m!hip of the council of 
AmphiCtyons, that coullcil, and confequently the 
oracle, obtained marc extcnfivc inHuence from Ule COII

quefts of the Dorians WIder the Heraclid"J:. FormerlJ 
conflituent membcrs of the Amphi8yonic • .treinbly, 
Ule Dorians continued to fend deputies 10 its meet
ings after they had e(h.bliOled themfelves in Pelopon
ueius ; and the people of all the provinces whic.h the 
Heraclid"J: had conquered, within the Corinthian 
ifUlmUl>, graduallyalfumed the fame privilege H . Thus 
the Amphi8yons became a reprefcntatiye body of Ule 
whole Grzcian people ; confining not only of the three 
principal tribes, lonians, Dorians, and .iEolian" bu t 
of the fcveral fubdivifions of thofe tribes, aDd of the 
Tarious communities formed from their promifc:u. 
ous cohabitation, and their combinatio.n with omet 
ancient tribes, as well as with foreign invadera " . T he 
moll:. diftinguifhed of thefe miled communities were. 
the Athenians, of Ionian utrailion' partlf i the Lace. 
cl.emonians, of Dorian defcent, and the B<J:otiam, of 
JEolian origin. 

-, 
~J . VioL Diffi..r. J .... to .... <I. I, D."". par. M. Hal'dfoe. e( . 

alI,a. d t. ~6. Id. ibid, 
~ i· See Dr. Lchnd', Pffl;.~r} Difmrfo 10 the Hr). if I IJiJ,I " 
M~ • • ad Mi~" 11f!. if G!IK<, chap'. i,. r.C. iii. Nl4 lAc ~ 
t1Mn 1M" dIN. ~8. J11. ibtl 



AW$rEN'T EUROPE. 

[A,eli independent Grzci.n ft:l.tc, with romt fetv 
"«plioRS, had thenceforth ;a right to (end two dcpu. 
tie. or rcprr.fentati"es to the AmpbiClycnic council. 
One of thc~ dcputie., whore office W35 to attend to 
the ci\,il affairs of his confiitucnI" under the tide of 
P'/"ID'QJ, was e1elled by the fuffrages of t.he peap/I: ; 
1111: orner, c;alla! Hirrol1)'UmDn. from his exclufivt: pri .. 
.. ilcge of fu perintending the bulillcfs of religion, W:lS 

':Lppoinrcd by lot ". The central city of Delphos, Co 
faMOUS for its onclc, which had been politically placed 
under the prote8ion o( the Amphi£\yons, :IS we hil\'l:: 

(CCIl, was now chofcll :It the pb.cc for holding their 
vernal meeting, 'the autumnal council sontinucd to 
affcmble at Thermopylz 16. 

lhn ntither the augmented con(cqucn~e, and im .. 
mediate fuperintcndcllcc of the Anlphiuyooic council, 
nor the facred refpeu infpired by the extended and 
trowing influence of the Delphic orael", could rdlrain 
lawler, npacity from concerting a projeCl: for plunder
ing the 1hrim~ of Apollo. That impious projell: wa, 
fornttd and executed by the Criifclns; whofe terri .. 
tory lying to the fouth of Delpho$, and comprehended 
in 3.1\ eXtent of about twenty-four miles illlen~th. and 
fifteen in breadth, contained three large and flourilh .. 
l.ng cities j Criira, Cirrh:t, al1(' Antidrrha J' . 

A SOlL comp:trati. ... ely fertile, ';In :td\,:tnt:lgcous (0.
reign comnlerce, and a lucntive inland trade, infield 
of fati$fyiog the dcGres. [encd only to increafe the: 
'3.vidity of tbis highly favoured people. T hey firO: ex
:iled heavy contributions from aU merchanu who went 
TO export their goods to {;ale, and a(tcn~'lrd from per
fons of every dc:fcription, who refoflc'd to ute Hol y 

St. Lcbnol ... bi fup. j >:t. til. i'liUL 
'I. Stnbo, li\ . iA. Pau!al. lr.: ~ 
VOL. J. A a Citro 
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"lit. Cltr • . ~ 
Olymp. 
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Oity""'. Tlieil!> vieipiry. to Wit city tendered fal1lili,.,. 
to them the wood" the !&onos, the milliikrs, and 
the worfhip of the prophetic God. !Reverence was 
thus diminiilitd, ;md avarice e:.;tited. The temple of 
Delphos wa' robbed, in a moment, of ali th·~accumt1. 

lated treafure, ami rich votive oifcrings, 1:J" i,fhed by 
the prof'hre bounty of fuperfiit ion for ages H . As 
the mind~ of men were not pr~p3red for fuch a horrid 
C:'crilege, no meafures had been taken toprevem it. Nor 
were allY immediately adopted, for puniihing the of
fenders: (0 that the Cri/Teans were p:rmitted not oll ly 
10 fei ze, but to (ecure tl lcir booty; to a{hl murder to 
r'obbery; and to defile Lhe faued groves with the mort 
3bomillable lulls H . 

IT belonged to the council of AmphiClyclIl!. to pu. 
nah the pcrpetr:ttors r)f the~e atrocious enormities, 
which its vigilanee had F:iile(\ 10 prevent. Dut the de_ 
liber:'ltions of that a /Tembly were formal and indccifiic. 
And it was not withouf difficulty that Solon, one of 
the Athcnran delegates, could induce fhe majority of 
hh 3ifociates to adopt the obvious and necetfary refolu. 
lion, unJer fuch circumftancesJ of taking \'engear.ce 
on the :Iggrcgated crimes of the Cfilfeans; and, by fo 
tloing, to vindicate the offended majdry of relJgion, 
<and refent the aITront oae-ted to the augun kmj;hiCo
Iyonic bo{ly H . 

NOR were the meafurtS taken in confequence of 
this-refolutioll) which gowe a begitming to the Sacred 
War, either prompt or vigorous. The forces firR: 
brought into the fic:ld by the Amphiltyons were not 
equal 10 the enterprife for which they had been levied. 
T hey therefore attempted ju vain, during nine y,ears • . 
u lOugh fu rniOle<l with various reinforcements, to make 

3"' Por;vfan. ubi (up. 
";;4' PlUr"'!I.lih.:r. 

1I!( hil'l. iD C'r.fifhe~· 
JS. p~w ... n.llbi .r.p. 

JJ. Id.. ·ibid,. 
Plut. YiI. S . ... 
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them(dve, maft6r3 of any of the devofed towns 1' , In. 
the tetnh {ummer of the war, CrilJ'a was carried by 
-afrault. h s fOl1jficationll were demolifhed, in obedi .. 
ance to the command of the oncle j the houft s were 
confumed with 6re ; and the inhabitants were trell ted 
with a f everity propllrtiotlcd to tbe degree of their guil t, 
ana to the hoftile rage of the viCtoriouK beliegeu, 
boiling with holy indignation. They were all either 
put to the f word or committed to the flames·l ' . 

THE .c>bjea of the Sacred W ar, however, '\\' 3.S not 
)'ct fully accomplifhed; nor W lIli the vengeance of 
A polIo completely executed, in the deQ.Tuexion of the 
Crifrean capinl. A remnant of that impio\l ~ C(lmmu 

"TIlly frill fubfifted in the rlrong maritime town or 
Cirrha. And as it was found that the rcduCl:ion of thi$ 
pl:lce would be attended with man y diffic ulties, re. 
courfe was had to the advice of the oracle. «You 
" fh':111 not overturn," f.-Kd the P ythia. the iuntumcnt 
of the minillers of the D elphic God, .. dIe loft y towcu 
(I of Cirrha, until the foaming billows of blue-eyed 
U Amphitriti beal agai ull: u le refounding lliores of th (.: 

• • Holy La nd J . ... 

THIS anfwer appeared abfolutely inexpliahlc. :u 
the f\Jccefs which it promifed was made to depend 
upon a fecmingly impoffiblc circumfbnce; for, how 
could the ft3. be convoyed, for feveral leagues, over 
rockfl and ",ountains, fo Ulat it, wave, might dafl\ 
.againft the craggy precipices, which bounaed the ter. 
Titory of D elphos ?- That difliculty no one was able, 
for a time, to obviate. The inhabitants of Cirrha, 
t herdore, fl attered themfelves wi.th the hope of perpo. 
:ual fccurity i 'Ind the majority of ti,e members of the 
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TRE HISTORY OF 

P-,, "T 1. AmpbiGlyonic counriJ tllOUght there Was rear on Irr. 
- rdinquifhing an entCTprife, which feemed fa unpro

pitious to the God by whore ortler the war had been 
underuken, and whore infuhed dh'inity it was rue:utt 
to avenge. 

WHILE there defponding (enttmdltl prevailed in the 
cOimp of the bd icgcrs, Solon, the A: t:fienian delegate, 
who had fi rfi roufed the Ampl1iuyons t o' arms, ven
tured to o(fer morc {pirited couuCc:I. His fuperior 
fugacity enabled him to penetra te the myfteriou, 
meaning, or at lean to gi ,"c a favourable tum to the 
refponfe or the Olacle. To bring the rea to' the boun
daryof the Holy L :mJ .. he admitted to be impoffihJe 
for man; but the HOly Lan~, he ingcniauOy obfcned. 
might be maue to communicate with the (ca, byex
tending that boundary. In order to accomplilh this 
junElion, it was only necelrary to confecrate the inter
medi;1te fpace, with the fame t:eremonies which had 
formerly been obferved in dedicating to Apollo U1& 
l)cl{lhi:m t.crritory H. 

SOLOro:'! happy exrlication of tIlt ao(wer o( Ule oracie 
W.1S honoured with the unanimous approb;ation of Ju \> 
a!lociates, and prep.u;!tions were inllant1y made for 

AIlI. ClI ... carryil1g the fuggcfteJ expedient jnto e.:secution. TJIt:: 

d~~~. property of the Cirrhcan pb.in was accordingly fur_ 
"hi;. J. rendered to the incenfed God. with the man. pompou$ 

formility, by the Ampb.il\:yons ~ and the foldiers. ani
ma.ted with new courage by that pious ceremony, af
failed the walls of Cinha with relilUef. iury. The 
place was taken, wd the dependent town of Anticirrh~ 
{ubmined at the fame time. The facrilegious citi-
2Cns were either put to the (word. or carried into 
f1avi!h captivity .... Such was the ilfu.c Qf tbe Firjl 
SaCl'rJ WaY, 

40. Paur~ .. ,~, ct Tid"..L uw (lIP' 
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1'HE community of Criffa, form~r1y fo ricb tnd 
rowerful, ~s for ever extirpa t~d. Its lands were 
laid wane. it! cities were: demolilhed. The h:!.rbour 
of Cirrha alone W3S allowed to remain entire, ;'lS :I. 

convenient port for Delphos·' . ConMmned to per
petu:tl fterility by the ornek, the Crilfl!:m tmirer), 
long lay in an uncultivated {b.te; for the D elphians, 
:tbundantly furniflied by (lSperfiilion with Ule conv(;ni .. 
ellcies, and crcn with the luxuries of life, Wl're nnder 
no necdlityof ploughing or (owi.ng the ground fur 
fubfiftencc:·· • 

THI forrun~te termination of dlis WaT, Wlljch 
ihengthened the authority of the Amphiayonic coun
cil, and procured new Terpell to rhe Delphic oracle, 
at [ne (arne time that it culled the charaCter of Solon, 
was dHtingui.Olcd by the re.-cfb.blithment of the Py_ 
th ian C'lmes, or fdliva.l in. honour of Apollo. There 
ga.mes, which had been interrupted by a long tr:.ill of 
haftilities and calamities, were /lOW cdebr.H~l with ;( 
pomp worthy of the occafion . The AmphillYOlls be
llowed on the ,·jUors, infiead of till! rcanty rewards 
urually oflcred to gymnaftic combatants at fueh public 
folemnities, the moll: prc.:ious fpoils of the CrjJ]e~ 1l 

cities 41. 

NoR. W;lS this the only innovation made by the 
AmphiD.yons, on the reaorarion of tbe Pythian felli
,·als. They propofcd prizes for compt: titors in inll:ru
mental mufic, unaccompanied wilh poetry : :.Inti rhu§ 
fepu3tcd the fifl(l'-ayts, which had hitherto been united 
jn all 11mfical competitions at the Cr:Ccian fefiiyals j 

the hurd crown being always adjudged to the poetic 

.. t . ld. ibid. .. .~. Lu(ia/l. ;nP!",,I.,I'. 
43. 1'h~ .. i801'1 in the Olympk (;amo rl;tfi .. ed only ~n Oll.e 

tluplet Dr crown, aDd a hl'llnrh. II! P,im. S¢e Weft·, lJi.ffi'1 •• ~ tl. 
()/,,,,,. G~.". !kd. xvi. (t aud. fil. 
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muGcian, who aninuted the etl"ullons of his geniuS" 
with the fou nd (II l}i$ voi~e :lJld lyre .••• 

H ow far that reparation wat bcoe{i.cial or hurtful to 
tie advancement of thofe arts, I !hall aftcr)V'ard have 
occalion to conlider, in tracing the progrefs .,r Grb
ciao P oetry and Mufic. At prefent, my Lord, we 
muft invCft lglte: a more important fut:jeCt:. 

En·ORE the conclulion of the Sacred war, Solon 
had beell chofell archoll) and cm.ruftt'd, by his coun
trymen, with the reformation of the laws and coolli_ 
t ulion of the Atheniao nate. Awart of dle difficulties 
he hOld to Cllcountef, Solon began his arcllOlllliip wit" 
comporing the minds of th~ people, and prc:'difporin~ 

thcm for the changes nescfTary to be mOlde in the ~o
vernmcnt. With a view to the fira of thefe Qbjetls, 
he cndciwot,lfcd to quiet the riv,,1 faD ions of Cylon 
and Mcgade" by which Athens WOlS then rliflrweli, 
ami which had their origin ill a very enraordiuuy pro.
ceeding. 

D UR rNC the firft year of the Sacred 'V:lr, e ylon, a 
powerful citiun, aud fon~in_b.w to Theagenes, tyrant 
of Meg;na, was cm· ,)urae-cd by his tbuerc l"s, and an 
equivocal refponfe of the Delphic orade, lo ufurp thc 
fupre me power. lr. profecurion of this ambitious pro
jefr, being furnifhcd with a body of troops by Thea_ 
gencs, he feized the Acropolis or citad·; ! of Athens. 
The people, among whom he {cems to have f"rmea no 
party, illfbmly flew to arms. They were joined by 
the inhabitants of the country; -amI Cylon, feeing no 
profpeQ of relief, privatdy mOlde his efCl PC 4; . His 
adherents, thus dderte!!, and prc(fcJ by famille, fat 

,,~. See Blackwell·, J~f"i., w. ,£. Lif. of Ho.n', ~nd Gillin'. K!I. 
o/6m;., chap. Y. et .u~, cit. 4S. Tbucrd..lib. j, 
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down as lll"pliontJ by the- altar of Minerva...jll the cita- rU1"T!R 
. &- - •• VL 

de1 4 0
• Perfuaded by.!'4egaclcs, then archon. to guit I --.J 

their (antluarr. under a promife of perronal f.'lfc t] . ~ 
they were notwithf!:artd ing PUl to death by order of 
that magifirate and his collea~ue H ; and fome of Ihqn 
were naill, c\'.en a1 the.. fbrine of Ihe Goddc:fs 4f. 

I N confequence of this (actilegious breach of faith, 
there magiltratcs were called tIN auurftd af tht GQa
Jeff 40, and became .the objeCts of public hatn-d so>. 
l\Ieantime the feerer adherents of erion, uni t!,, ; with 
(u eh of his avowed partizans :l~ had efcapcd Ihc gelle. 
r:l1 flaughter u. , gathered new firength and confidence, 
:md loudly demanded jufiice 00 the aiTodatcs of Me
gaclcs; he himfelf. it ihoult! appear, ing removed 
from that inqueft. by death. Th~ infiue:lcc of the f:!.~ 
mily of Mcg:tclc.s \vas great in Ailu.'ns. Dut :hcrc was 
flO withfiamling, among a fuperfl:itious peopic, the cry 
:;Igainfi the crime of Jlnc~'pjolfd fim I!rgl ; 10 .vhich the 
friends of Cylon artfully imputed:;lll the nliM"on unes 
that a.iBiued, or thofe that thn:;\I"hed the (tale. Solon 
was, therefore, able tD perCuadc Cudl of the 3ccufcd ltla

gifirates as remained alil·e 1.1 !land trial. They were 
found guilty, br a grand jury of t},r<:c hundred citi .. 
zens of the llighdl: dOlfs, ali t! driven into exile " . 
Nor was this pU!'li!hment thought fufficient to fatisfy 
the vengeance of the olfenJed D eity. Tlte bodies of 
the dead were dug out of the grave, ~1\d conveyed be ... 
yond the limits vf Attica H. 

WHILE Athens was agitated with dIe violent dir~ 
putes which preceded the trial of thofe obnoxious 

-i f>. Id. ibid. 
48. Id. ibid. TI:II~1d. lihi fup. 

.. ,. PI li !.. Yil. S.I ... , 

.')0 Thll~,.d. lib. i. 
: _. Plul. 1(;1. S.IH. 
51. Thofc whoapp!icd ~., the ~iTes or the IlUgifuatel,l'Jlltarch ttl1t: 

II! , wen: fpued. Yil. S.;..., 
.sJ. Pllit.l!bi flip. H. Id. ibid. et. ThllC)'d. ubi {up. 
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l'",-ItT t. m:tgtnrates, ant! which enfe«=bled the council~ Qf tlte 
..... ¥ (tate, the peoplt: of Meglln. retook Salamis. T hts 

10(5 OIugmented the (uperftitious fean of the A theni~ 
ans ; :md Epimenides, a pious (age, deeply {killed ill 
r eligious myfleries, was fent for from Crcu·. On hi'i 
:minl, he contraaed an intimate f riendlhip with Soio.n, 
nnd fmoothed the W ol y for the reception of the infl.itu 
tions of that IerJifiator Ii. By expia tions and luflra_ 
t ions. he h:ulowed and purified t he city of Athen" 
:and made the people more obfervant of juftice, and 
more inclined to union I~. 

SOLON, however, condu8:ed himfelf with grut 
caution, in the excrcife of that high :authority with 
which he w:as vefl.ed. H e refolved to make DO inno
vations but fuch as appea.red abfo\utdy necdrary, 
:l1ld which he had rea(on to think would bl: appro\'ed 
by the majority of his fellow-citizens. H ence his li
beral :lOfwt r to thofe who quefl.ioncd him in regard to 
hi~ legiflation , That ifhe had not given the Athenians 
the ben pollible i:l.ws, he had given them the ben die,. 
were cap:able or receil'ing H. Confornlable to this 
mild and moderate principle, wi fely tem pering coercion 
with lenity, he began the C\xercife of his legiflatil'c 
funCl:ion with repe:tling aU the bloody laws of Draeo, 
neept thore concerning nlUrder. H e next ftTuck 
at the root of the reign ing c" il ; the unequaL dit.·ifirm ~f 
prl)p,r'l i which enabled the rich to tyrannize over the 

JS. p lut. Vii. S.l.. . J6. 'd. ibid. WhC'O Epim~ 
nido.:. "'':I I ready to t~kc hi. tler_norc, the ~\theni~'\f .trer<:d to IOld. 
hi", with honours ).nd I'(w;jrd. ; but he wMl1d 001,. aorctt of , branch 
of tbe faered Olow th~. (:1'(" near tht temple (If .'Jincrn in .ht Ae_ 
roli., ~nd ... ·l1i,h W:.5 uid I" hne fpnm, out (If the unh at her Wm_ 
malld. (P I ~t. eI Di~. Lacr!. Pl,. :,'.1«1.) T/I.;. W;IS il prdcnl wO'nhy 
of dilintcrdtcd ",i(..torn and fupcrift f f~n6;t1' and .. ·hit" cot<]d not 
h il UI fpr«d the '~putat ;oll of both, wit h the ,nl!lIcllu of Ef illocnhle., 
. ¥Cf the miDdJ (If men. 

/7; !'Jut. 1','/. S.,.., 
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poor, incited the poor to :alarm the rich for their (afety, 
-,;nd both to embroil the {late s'. 

To relieve the former pany. without ofti:nding the 
Imer, was a delicate bdlineC6; and it w.u Ikilfully 
managed. Solon got both parties to join in a cOlllmoS!. 

(acrifice, calJed Stifoch tbtia. or II the feaR. b( Deli· 
n;rance from Burdells so." a pious prelude to a gem> 
ral ilifolvmt all, or full releafe of perf Oil' antl things. 
which enabled him to accomplifb his pUfpOrC, :md in II. 
manner that gave fatisfaCtion to the mOTC libenl mind
ed Athenians of all ranks, as well as to the multitude 6~ • 

. H e maintained the former divifioll of property, but 
abolilhed debts, and reduced tbe legal interen of mC).. 
ncy, while he made dfefrual provjfiOll, Thai an itlfol· 
,'cnt debtor fho uld not. in futu t'C. 1x:come the fla'o'c of 
his creditor ; be compelled to deliver up his children to 
fcn·itudc, or to (eU them for tll~ difchargc of any 
debtOr. 

IlA \' ,NG furmounted this gt'and difficulty, and 
e!bbJilbed ruch prelimin:ny orJil1ances as {eemed im~ 

J!. Id. ibid. J9. Diog L;r.en. P ,t. !4l4.. 
60. For, ~J Arillot\e fagdy obferv<', ,. 50100 illnou,,:d nO farther 

j ' on ancient dbblilhmtll15, than ft cmt d Mrclfary to p.-<', and 
"rmm thr ",/.,..,b;jr_.", ortbe !ttl'k." (P.Nt. lIb. ii.) SDme of tbe 

»<H>r, indeed, 'hought he <lid too little Io< U!cm, and allny DI we ficll , 
u.u he did too ",uch; but hi, junicc.wd moderltion were ""mind 
by the (l"Q1 body 01 hi, fi:lJow-cilizfn.. Phlt. Ct Diog. Lac:/'f. Pit. 
S.IN. 

6f. Anllol. Plut. Ct Diog. l..;u'rl . ubi fup. But ,he Albon;"" iu·e .. 
after ... Uthe (iliz,,") ""cre Ulft:llKbffcd. ,rel-tly u(ccdcd 'k nlUn bc:r 
IIf rue mM. Toward thtle dcgT~ded fdluw-crtllturtt, the difgract of 
OI'«l< and Roman policy. So1DII ,,,\lid only enend hiJ hUlllanit,. b, 
fr.uning .~"latio\", rOT" ,mi. bl:lttr I-",alll'\tnt. Thu.- f,,"\twk WIJ 
*"ordingiy hclu;d'w.th 11l4f~ g~Dtk , . ad thci~ C'Dnd,tiD;r j" . 11 ",epcch 
""'re dj,;bl~ in Athen .. than io lIny nther Gr,Jl(i~n hIe. (Dt-moilh. 
I'M/If!. iii.) They wac pbed ullckr ULe ptD!Cd.jOg pf the ,,", WI, £Q" 
Pligh t I"f~~ their .",'trn for W"' ''l '' Atbna:u.a, lib. "ii. 

, mediately 
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meailtely nec.c:trarr lor public pearc, the Alheniaw 

legiflator proceeded to balance the: con!litution of the 
nate. W ith this view, he dh'ided the citizens, or 
free inhabimhts ·of Attica of native origin, together 

'with (ueh foreigners as had been narur:LIi%ed, into (our 
daRes, regulated (olely by a cenCu, of the annual pro.
duce of their lands 0'; fo that an open couTfe was leFt 
f or hope and emulation, as a ci tizen of anyof the inferior 
cJafTes might. by frwgality and hanen. iudufi ry. obtain 
'II p\i\ce in the bightlt, and confequently a title to all 
lhe honours and olUces conneEt.cd with it OJ . 

THE firfl: clals: confined of ruch citizen& as had 
"1Ion ;mnual income of at leafi five hundred mtdimr.i, or 
lTIe;J(urtcs' of I~uid, a5 well as of dry cammoditiu; 
,u",ely, corn, wine, and oil; equiva\eut to between 
-fiye and lix 'Jiundred .po·unds fierling. according t('l the 
'P r~r\! nt v ... lue of moller. The feoond choCs was com· 
pored of fueh as had an income of three hundred mea~ 
(ures ; the third claJs. of fueh 3.& had all. income of 
t wo h~ntlrcd meaflfrcs ; ant! the fourth, alld by far [he 
molt numt'rous elafs, offuch as either poft"e£ted no Fa.. 
petty in bnrl, or [he annual produce of whore e{hlC~ 
was below tWO hundred meafuIcs e •• 

To Atheni.ns of the firfr cJ:lfi Soton confi ned the: 
~rchon!hipi with other offices of expence 2nd dignity; 

ti t. Pilit. rit. S.!.... 6.t. Ariilpdc, in furmi~g bil 

idt~ of It tili~t., ("""" 1(1 h~'f'<: hld hil cre (III tbe h thcllAlI (onliitll' 
11011, u rd.;>nT\ro by Sol ... "GeaeraUr fpcakin\::. f~J. he, ... a 
.. Cl T1U H is .... "",I.li •• ( If""" of jJliotmli""l_ md,"_." The~ 
.. it! .. mI., be ~xt"".J III J.fo"" 'pain , bIIt in N t t/JI kj1_.fonlTt~, a 
t i61cn u a fubjed rompctcllt til, Iud oc:nfiona.llr candidate {or et"cry 
(l1Iiu, ill proportion to bi,dlimal1oD and good liCe." 1'.111. lib, iii. 

6ot. Plut. nt. S..... The Altie .u./u..""., the n,=afl.ltc hent: COin· 

PUted by, wu eqllinieDt, accordillg to thCCompuUtiOIl of Dr. Arbuth. 
not, 10 {Qur p«h and fu: pints, (lr fOQ1C:whlll bctlU lb~o ~II .Eogli(h 

bulbel. 

10 



ANCIE NT E U ROP E. 

.eo thofe.o! rM fetond and thirq jClailCs, he appropri
ated the inferior rnagifiracies-, ~ the municipal4lnd. 
military officea; refening only to thofe of the fourtl~ 

d afs ~n equal \'oice in rhe 3ifcmblyofthe peojde, with 
U1 the other conunOIl pri\'iicgc!> of ciu:ZeJl:l H. And 
that "oice, and there pri\' ileg~, wc.re [ufliciellt to give 
this cbfSt by rea(QIt of its numbers, an afcerukocJ. 
o \'er Ihe other turee, nOlwith!bmliug their officii! [ u

[lcriorit),. To ule coJleD.ive body of the Athenian ci
tizens, legally convened , bdollged not only the right 
of clcUing :.tna judging magifir:lt,cs and mininers, e~ 
[rullea, for a limited time, with public authority, but 
a\fo the power of deciding ul tim ately in all cafes, legif. 
L1. tivc, executive, and juridical 00, They onlv could 
contra8 or ditlolve alli;mce:., and with them remained 
the alternative of peace 3nd W Ol f 01 

Aw A RE of the ,I;mger of thUi (\e\'ohing fovercigntJ 
iJlto lh~ hands of the people, though on the gcnerou, 
principle, Tllal lht few ought nollo ,gTllmfmd, IJm/ :b, 
" luIIJ Dhq, Solon in1lituted, for the fuppon of Jlii po
litical fyfrcnl, a new council at fc nate; confiiliog of 
iour hWldIed melnbcr~ a(Uluaily chofcQ. from the four 
uibes into which thl! Atlteni:ms were then cliv-i<it"d. 
one hundred out of e3ch tribe, :LuJ from we three 
higher claifcs of citizen, 0'. Sucb an 3ll'cmbly, he con· 

t.; . Pluto ubi r"". Arinot . Fngm. de C",i,. 11th .... C"t Polit, lih. ii. 
66. Soloo difcdrn, t1'~1 ir {h~ !l, heo;aQ wurt. "f junice, h<uh ci¥iI 

;and "iminal ~ttfcs C1 DUId Ix: dtcidtd ",. a ICt Dr m<:n tu.~n . in th~ 
manner uf an ElIgli.lh j ~ ry. Iron) Ihtbod,. of ,!Ie prtlple, llI t ar. hW\. 

DlIiy prdidinl n judge.. ld. ibid. 
6, ..... riRot. ubi (up. tt Xcnoph. h .l#. AtJ-. 
68. X~noph. IIbi C"I" tl I' iut. ViI. $.Iw. The Athtnj~ wue ~ftu. 

waN di"idtd ioto It'R tribe<. ll,d th"" 6£'1 I<: ,,'UOH b<:-iol ~hDfel1oul or 
uclI tribe. the whe>le ~lIm""r beame fin hundrul; ",benet the 

&Cnate W":II ~DrumlJ"ln'l ull:d Lbe C .. ".iI if F'w JI..-inJ, Dr JiDlpJr 
'III< Fiw H.""4. 

eluded. 

• =-
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PART L eluded, would hold a r";ay, which the college bf u ': 

"-'- chons h<lld not been :.IIble to m:aintain. He, therefore, 
committed to the fenl1te many of th: executive powers 
that had formerly belonged to thofe m3giA:r:tte~. as :I 

council of Ibtc; :and, amon g othcr!;, the fole right of 
equi pping fleete and armies. beftde rueh high privilcRC§ 
as were peculiar to its conl1itution; the prerogat ive of 
convoking the popular a{fembly, of examining and ap
proving all marten of debate before they could be pro.
pored in that affembly, and of enalHng 13\\'5 which had 
force during a year, without requiring the confent of 
the people flf. 

TH£ weight of this (cn3te, which afT em bled ~'ery 
tby, except on fe fr ivals. infufl;:u a confi dcf'3hle mixture 
of Ilriftocfaty into the Athenian conllitution, And 
Solon endeavoured to niCe an additional and powerful 
c.ounterpoife, in order to prerervc yet more fteadily 
the balance of {h te, againll the hazards attenrling dIe 
uncertainty and turbulence of democt;ll ic ru!.: Til. Th:tt 
he in fome mcafure effell.:edJ by relloring and aug. 
menting the confequence of the court of Areopagus, 
which the inflitutions of Draco had al mon annihi. lated, 
8y thofc of Solon it was invelled, hd ioe its criminal 
jurirdiD:ion, with a general infpe8 ion Ol'er the lllWS 

2nd 1·eligion. :II.!! weU as o\'er the m:'lnncrs of the citi
'Zens". Compofed fakly af thofe m:'lgillralcs, who 

h"d 
~9. Ttl, ibid. err,," !hl: 61';"' ;011 oe ,hal ' Hm, the. ~d or C"i! 

'~lIdenrr or ,nylaw wCluJd h«omc obvillu, t il tbe 'l'ultil'Ud~ , alld 
lIIi(;ht bt "'0'" faMYlll1lllllltd or (onf'rmed. fO or would Ule muitillld~ 

Ire of len "" 1'QIII:' when IIn prejlld'ctd . Fo~,.' ArHilll ic julllr I'I'marb. 
-1I1Ihauj;h Ih" cOIIA" utnt mtmhe •• uf • f'()rubr atrcmh'y, tuh ~n:l 
.. by hi rnft\f, th .U jllcl~ worf ... C!\3n ; wcl1o((I,.u,d m~n. ftt the. 
.. wh,,1t lond l,,!!:uhH {hall decide bener, or «:rllliniy n()t ... one. cbao 
" " { . UII€i1 oJ £lllltinolcn," PJ,.,. lib. iii. 

70. Plul, n Adllot. "hi fup. 
i J· Id, ihid, "Ibth€, .J" f:j~l hi. !.nt., to tbe j1~tl of hi! t ... ~I·, : ' 

(1p 
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)!Old p:dft:d through the office of archon with credir, 
~nd ftood the rerutiny of the people, the Areapagus 
was entitled to aU-urne not only a cenforial, but i!l cri
tical tim~. (l'Cn a furt of diD.-alOrial power 1_, I t was 
the Duly Athenian tribunal in ..... ,hich the judge, held 
thei r feOlts for life, and from whofe deuce, there lll1 
no legal appeal to the popul;u aflembly 11. 

H AVISG thui (ecured tile government of the rtpub. 
lie by the fenllte and. Areopag us, as by two firm an
chol"$, Sololl fondly hoped, that it would not thence
forth become the {pon of the W"a" c:S of popub.r fury . 
He found himfelf, howel'cr, mifhkcn. T he gitldy 
Atheni:ms fet no bounds to their defire of irlnOv3tioll . 

They were ptrpetually foiiciting the Icgillator for forne 
new regulation or :lmendmcnt N . Cn order to .noiJ 
their eager importunities, he rcrolvcd to travel. But 

(3JI Phl1arch, ", .... hi. ft_'"'" to hi . "'." IUId pucci.;!!, that th • 
.. ttmll""J of Atti"" .... h ieh but poorly NW..-d~ tht bbolln of tht 
.. h flIlCdJ,.111, W1U fu ft'OEn beinf r.ffidntt to {O,,.. , <>.l.t) .~!tit""" 

.. that th .. tcr~nril 01 A,r""flItU. nH.II!d tJI'_;'. into c.tT1 rna. ' . . .... , 

" of ,¥jl.~", alld '''''Jli. Ih~ uI:,:' Pillt, l 'il. S,,/ .... 

il, I!oxr:u. O,d. Ar"IQl' 
H. l o!. ibid. SC~ 1'lro l'Nter·. A"tn',!. Cr. ,. bOl?k i. ch'r " r.fl, 

. "lL c;e. Such w I! the pol;tic~1 rrt'lcm ~t\abli!hcd It Athen. by Solon. 
'1" cn,r, intI'. dnai1 of h;. fi~il rcgul.t.onl, wOIl!d M d •• iltilli:' from 
d", oI'jcd of th i. w .. rk; cfpt.ci.lly a~ /Doft II! hi.lu>. ue po", berom: 

f· •• "i1i~r, by being :.dollle<! ,nt" the komIa cod<-, and wn<-e <11"""rt d 
intll the jurifp .. "Jrnn oJ moft natiolu j" Modern £W'Upt;. Solnc of 
them, howe.er. ~ 1~!T"';_IIt1y mcmon.blc to onml rarticllbt avticr , 
.. Ltt no m ... ," £11' be.. .. nana ncu!er, in l ime. of rN,l i."" un.k .. 
.. petlalt,. of bUlifbmcPt In~ co~fifution; In no ton be ol»le. d t • 

.. malm:a;n I b lbn'. wl\t>hunnt ulleht him fon,e tt~e: let lIot a ,uu
I' dian li'l'e ;n tlte farn~ houfc ... !~ Ihr mother of hi. ,..,d. U)n II· 

.. chon;' found in jNblic ineOJ.icated wilh l iquor, Icc him be: pwt , _ 

.. dtllh. If. min dete.!1:t hil wire ;n ",dllIIerT, Lad li~ wilh I,. , 

... fICTwU"d, leI hin. b.: &ct<untNi illfamCIII.," I'llIt. ct D;or, Llcrt, 

'-",. S.IM 1)t;monh. Cl AliI. Gell. p~ 
7,- Plwt. YJJ. s.;".. 

bcr(lr~ 
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PAJ.T T. befon:.Ms dcpirtUre; lie pYoeui"id ' -promi(e (rom the 
'"" .-' ",bole: body of oiti2tnS, fo~mnly con-firmed by oath, 

That they wottld abolifh none of nrs inQitutlons for 
'ten years 1J• After fuch :a term of experience, he 
.... ifely conjetlured. that whatever ::alrennions {hould 
kern Ilccelfary, might be made with gtc:uer certainty 
of contributing to public happinefs 11>, 

BUT dIe Athenian., though not utterly reg;ud lef~ 
of their o3m, paid Iitt!e tdpea to the inUirutions of 

u. HCO'odot . lib. i. POOIl., in 'f'i_. 
,6 ... l>ovanmtnu tvcr Ihll'Uld bE ("nliit'fcd," riO'" Ari~otlc • 

.. ", ilb a .jI<W 10 tilC £.,JH~</' oC t ile ,.O/d.,."." (p./,',. lib. Itii .) 11 ... 
:u.iom 1 h ~\lc cnolCII.'.oI.Lrtd :0 {onfinJI in frc~I ;Dg of d:~ SJ>ilrt~n go
.errunent; the defrcienq of whieh, with refpee III in tern'\ Cdicit}. 
Q.fIDat he m ..... lbungir OIuktd w.n in tbe word. oi AldIN.del . 
.. TIltrc: i. ned"", Iinr1ar; he WIlt WOllt til flY, "tlut the LI4"cda> 
... 121':,;.", !bould die fcarld']1 ;n Io~nle; for ,onf«:1ering th( m,ftrk • 

.. thtJ fdu ... .,!kr lhci r r i,id in lliuujolLl at home, they Ina, .. ctl 
.. (hoofc .. ;loriw, .>n.th in !lit; fidd, ill CXthUlge £.w fIlCh aliff," 
(iF.lWI. y,." Hi). liO. ltiii • .thap. I.I:viii.) The [pirit <if the iftwt"I;OIM 

of SoIoII "Int, ill-...1ta1)/l .11 rdpca.I. the runf" of u.~t of Ly . .. rrs ; 
,."d 211 r;q.w comnn of du""~\cr. oS aunerity _lid rnildncf., W1U ob. 
fUYJ,blc betweell me pco]'I • .,r Athcnl.n4 thole: of Sp&rt.., u ... ~ Ib.aJJ 
h ... ·" ""cation to fcc i.D lut ing t ile hino..,. of the two fbtes. Morn 
ind illtdlcclllal in'I"0yullu,t. j .... /i icc, hum::o:Utl'. and mutual f1m. 

p~tby. ~fC :bc iCoIJ,ng pr lllC iplcI o f Solon. He did not aucmpt tn 
force , but to cultivate the n",ute of 1l\1n. AnJ we arc:tt nhjed or hi. 
l"'lk r ....... a,1he u 1>l ' 0 " of Jolf-lww "nd l .. M, ·hy din:tlingc'IlIaUy th" 
'-,,,<"I .nd I",n ol the Alhrou.na, tile u4 ... and "".;;. .. Df .. 1.1. 10 tM. 
;,. .. 1) of .. .. L. H..nce hilcdc!;. ratcd ;lllrwcr to Lb . qucRiOlI ... 110l1li 
.. m;l f •• j." I!ld "'J".J1it# bo:. u ·. ~tltJ It(lm ,,~ ..... forln,I"- " By ,udt • 

.. i~ .11," ~l'lic4 he, .. toful th~ '''i'''"' o1<:Incto _Ii." \ Diog. Lurl, 
r". 801..) "H~ im:atincd.ad "dIKed to (1ft""" .. to Ilk the wordt 
~r ;0 «fj'C'dablc tne<km AuIJ.or, " :t rommoa ... ea11b wbucin "irtllf, 
.. wherein propcnJ • .ad qcrr fubfbnWJ difcrinWl.tioA lllUn ,h,... 
.. ,.,aCt ot' profeffiou W:N acknnwlcd",d ud prdcned; and whacia 
.. I,hr bdl prillc'pla of uiDlICtlItic and roPIII~r rorerruncDt were 
- combinN. by inDitulioll. tqually r",Y\lur.ble to rllbordi.uation and 
.. to libCrtr; 10 c;" il gr.datitw, aad 1.0 the r i,hu of mooclciD4." 

JOIUI(. H'.I . .."Ii. 1.00); i. 

Soloo, 
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Solon, during '!Us ab(ent"e ff.' ..s06ft :ifftr his dep~ LtT~ 
ttire, the thru: '(~n$ or partidl:, imo'which lhe-peo'o ~. 
pie of I\ttica had ~n form'erJy i.livided, made 2g'.llrl 
their appeamnce S n •• mdy. tAofe of'tht l.owlands, the' 
H ighbnds, 'a"nd the Coon.; OT, in orner worcfs, tIle' 

A rillocratical, I1emOcratical, and 'Moder,d e parties ". 
T he laner pany ..received fhong (upport [rom Mep! 
c1es, reprefent3tive of the opuleM and powerful lamar 
(If the Alcmzonids. At the head or the Ariltocratictl 
party fiaO<! L ycu"rgus, the (on of Aril1.olaides, alfo'. ' 
man of :mcienl family, :lnd Il[ great wealth and ·canfe .. 
quence. The Dd nocratical party was governed 'br 
Pififiratu5; a dirtingui{hed young man, who t roC'el{ 

his high defcent from the patriotio Cedrus : and who 
added to fupe rior talcnts and 2ccomplHhments-lo die 
moll: ~rualive eloquence and the deepdl" politit::11 
difcernment, a daring fpint, and engaging manners 7.t. 
H e had been .(uccdsful in {everal na\';ll and military en~ 
terpTifes, in which his valour and cOlldul\. were equally 
confpicuous ; and feemed naturally formed for (way fO. 

Meanwhile he a lfe8:ed the greaten. moderation, and 
captivated the hearts of the populace by his affability 
:rod liberality i l. 

TH ESE three parties, and their leaders, divided :md 
diftraCled the Athenialls of all conditions. wJlen Solon 
returned to his native city; after he had (pent the Rum· 
ber o( yeus, mentioned at his departure, in ,·i!i1ing 

11. Plut. P jt. Sdn. 
19. Pblt. lI ~i flip. tkrodOl. Jib. i, •• vi, 

So. HfJ'<!dot. el Plul.llbi {"p. 

is. ld. >bid. 

al. II!. ibid, He,.,u alway, a.t\etulu\ by tlWl or ,hru On'",. or· 
.rP1IJ' baV of moaey, in ordu to enOlb~ hi,lo ~o rdie.e the ftCcdJi,iu of 

1nc. po«". At tbe: fame u..r.r, he rqu-ov$4 iJlclXfr, aod ClKOllA:geoi 

~1I1hy. ( MearI. III Pifif"",.) AnI! he CIIfrica hi, fl:eming1i>'Ic of 
c'I,\ality fo fu, aa to oidutpc pes.,! hi. s:anien' IUld ()rchud.r; ~ be. 
left ~n. that the C.ait ml"ht be commt'# to.>l.L Jd. ibid. 

. , l':lriCu • 
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l;ariol1J: countrie •• and had rdided Come time in JEgyp~ 
in Cyprus, and in Lydia" . The veJltTable legiRaror was 
received, on his return, with the moft profound re~ 
fpea by his countrymen. Yet, violent as the norm 
was, which :.gitated thc nate, it does not ;appear that 
his experienced wifdom was folicited by the majority. 
of :my party, to guide the helm of government. He 
cndt!a.voured, bowe\'cr, though ineife£lu:llly. by his 
perfonal inlluence. ro reconcile the heads of the dif
fcunt faClions, and to appeafe the animolity of their ad
herents u. But their prejudices were become rooted; 
and their oppolirion having affumed the (t!mblance of 
principle, pride and lliame equally confpired to prevent 
a coalition. Solon, therefore, could only watch, with 
parental care, over the (afery of th:lt conUitution 
which he had fnmcd, without attempting to adminiC. 
ter a remedy for its difordcrs. 

h. 1>llIt. Vlt. S.ID •• D"ring the rd ic!cnce of Solon in t Tc!IJ, j . fup
pored t~ ha'le hppencol tlu.t Camollll'Onvuf"illn with CrocfllJ, wbioh 
b:u \..cell ,rt~,kd by (II m2111 lIi1lor;IDI. and wllich lIad fot itl olljeA 
tbe in(labilil1 11f human ,!'C~tn<f$. aol.nirablT iJluOn:et! by Hnoootll\ 
la Ih. hinory of Ibe Lyoliap mOIl1U"th. (H!JI.';. r . lib. i .j " luArd!, 
fond of (Iorr-tdliug, h ~, repeated it in his Lift ~ SoI.~, br.Clllf,· (If ," 
<tldri/). al h~ f~y>. n(ltwi th(l~llcl ;ll;! Ih. tiifagreemcnt of the prcteDlkd 
irun v't;w between Solon ~nd Croci'lI' wi th "rf~i~ .&,,,, .. I'lu,J t.I.b, ; t 
{.,,'" .... h;rll {olne writUI had au empled In I '"' it to bejilili.'. but 
",.hi~ h. reprc(enu lI' n(ll 10 be cepeautd 'Upon. (P Cllt. Yit. Sol.". ) 
Aod thi, .uuul.pology (or blending trulh :lnd r~lIehood, hal be~1I con~ 
fldcr. d by I U\l1h..i tu Je of mo.km l uther, ala proof of Ihe unccruintr 
of aU lIncien! d ll'ilnology • •• P!ulurh olluLd nut ,~IT on it. To me, 
1,II ... evtr, it ~JlJl'l'>lri lllllr • I'tO(l(, tlln Ihe rOllnrfltion alluded to lfU

cOlllidcreol n f,!Iuleu. by the mllre jlldk iOlit and en! hiltorillns, 2nd 
Ih2t the 0101 map .... 'H difpofcd to reb te it, (.or the I",:pofe of emhel. 
tilhin, hi. nant;"·c. I r~nnot thetefure ht..lp cxprtffing' my (lirprife. 
th~t fo judid(lll" wf;u:r lit In. o i!1;"" who platn e.ht .. fllrpati..,n of 
Plfi (\.rllUII ( lIuiwcrfaUT MLI_d to h1,. h~pperu:d .erer the re!u'n of_ 
$ullin 10 Athc.D$) in the yeat H' beforc Ibc Cbrjfti~ zn , Inll Ibe:K~ 
remon or Crvd"", to the Lyoli.all throne line<m yeullalc r, in tbe yn:" 
.sh bd..,rethe (1",C ><r:a, (Hifl. Gm,.. (Nop • .,iI . • nd Map. viii. s iii. ) 
n.ollid ;nU3r~ lhilColI¥crr.till l intu tK P~ic of bln<lfJ". 

I J. l'!~ t , " il. s.! ••. 
Pm;.. 
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PJSUTR,ATU'i who w:lS rdat:!d to Solon by the 
mothers fid~, and whore mind had been early formed 
by the infl:ru£tions of that legiOator, {hove to blind. 
his vigilance by the moll. fcdate deportment, and the 
w.armdl declarations of his ]O\'C of liberty 2nd eq ual 
freedom. The keen eyes of Solon, ho,",'cver, pclle~ 
trated the fine difguife, and read the real deugns of 
his too "fpiring pupil h. But before he could concert 
30y meafures for defeatirlg U1CIll, Pi(iftratus, by a bold 
artifice, or brave and fortunate efcape from a cbnfpi'" 
racy again£\: his life, became mafieT of the republic. 
H aving wounaed himfdf, and the mules th2t drew- his 
chariot, fay!. H erodotus; but more probably being 
ia-ually wounded by an:1ffins. as he dcdareu, in his 
way to his country [cat" he returned to the city, and 
drove violently into the At~ra or :r..~arl:et~pJ.:lCe .s • 

• 
FILLED with compaffion for the lacerated condition 

of their engaging demagogue, the people crowded about 
him. while he, In a patlietic fpeich, aCcrified the imw 
potent venge:mce of hi~ envious aocl cruel eriemies 
--the ills he had fuiFcrcd, and thofe he hao. to fear, 
foldy to his diGnterefted patiiotifqi arid friendOlip fot 

the pqor. Deeply affeCted, alike by what Ihey /I/::J.rd 
and faw, the enraged multitude ~'cre read, to Dy to 
amis. In ortler to quiet fhem, a generai llfrembly WllS 
fummoned; lind that alterriblrl at I.he motion of a 
popular leader, in (pite of llll the argurrlc:nts of Solon, 
:md the oppolitioll of the twO rival falliull5; appointcd 
Piliftratus a guard of fifty men ; &, 'fhi! guard lie 
took the liberty to augment, umkr varioui pretences, 
\vithout exciting the jealdu(y of the peottlc 17, At 
length, finding himfelf fuffici ent;y ftrcng for acc.om~ 
lUhin, his puqlO(e, _ he: threw off the mail: ; tuo1l: 

&$. PJIiI: . IIbi fll,. 
16. Id. ibid. 

TQt:. I . 

is. Hcrodot.lib. ;. Plllt. ;iI. SIk". 
S7. pillt. Yil. S~, 

II '. pl)ire£IioA 
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poO'efIion of the Acropolis, and ufurped the·gbvt'rn .. 
ment-of the fhtc··. 

D U!t lN'C the commotion railed by that re"fOluti01'lt 
Mcgacles :Ul(~ his principal adherents fought raftty in 
fiight. Nor does it appear that Lycurgus and his par
tizans took :lny r:1ca{ures for rdloring the iiberties of 
Athens. But Solon. although old and unfupporttd 
by any faD.ioll, was true to his principles. He one 
while upbraided tilt: Athenians with cowardice; and, 
at another, c);hort ed them to attempt the recovery of 
their frt!edoJn. II It would have been ealier," {aid 
he~ U to have rcprdTed the growth of tyranny; but 
II !lOW when it has attained fome height. it will be 
t. more glorious to cut it down 19, " F intling, howcyer, 
that none of the people had courage to take: arms. he 
returned to h is own houCe; and having laid alide 31t 
thoughts of m:l.lting any other public effort, placetl b i§ 
we;l.pons at the ft reet-door, exclaiming with confcioul 
pri.dc, in thc hearing of his fellow-citizens, ., 1 have 
" clone ~H in my power to defend, from defpotifm, my 
n t:ountry :md il5laws 0"," 

BU T 

·llS. Hff'Cdot. el Plut. obi r ... p. 19 Plut , Yil , S.,-. 
'1'. Id. ibid. TI" .. (()JIfolcd, (he AthcnWi 1 ~c:;n:.I"r ratrc4 hi. 

r~w ""n" iniug feah as a wife mI ll ought, be the J«:i!leIlU ill lac 
... har tb~r Dlar: in [",;;al ron...mc with hi. {nmdl. and i" the <'la-

eire of hi. ;nuDdh.::1 powmj but ripttill.lIr Df his poclinl tal<:.al , 
" i.kl. ne fuml III .all limes 10 h:t .. ., t~I t.i"'I. • .'d, aDd enll'loyed. a.;o 

, di)ur<'C unid. the rubl of fortune. l1eoce the Nllllwiug 111:1.111, 

ICllti tn,·uI : 

.. ToO'!" Vi~'C', ,holl!;" "Ienty fiJI. her bom, 
" And Vinue unit, ill WlI.nt forlnrn; 

.. YCI ne'er ~11 Sou." mCJlIlr cha.nge 

.. Hil T~~,A fur 1V.4ftf,"1 moll. car)" ~ge! 
" S iPlt Vinuc livu, :lnd Tra(h (ball D:and • 
.. White Wulth clvdl:5 the gn(pmg hand. " 

, 'h" 1;1.IIIC went fen·id' to ditUplte tltt bngwr or Ullt"lgc;-
r..-.~ 'II. .. _ _ "' ;row 

7 
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BUT Pififi:ratus, in afl"uming regal dignity, and in
\oc=:ning rumfclf with fuprc:me power, made no chinge 
in the forms of the Athenian confiitution, as ' eftab
tithed by Solon. H e allowed a.I l its alTcmblies, iii 

magiftr2cics, iu officel civil and military, to remai n: 
and he enforced the due clccution of law and j uftice, 
not only by his "uthOfi ty but his eumple . readily 
obeying a citation to appe-ar in Ihe coun of Areopagusj 
on a.charge of murder, for which he was acquitted"'. 
H ence tilt frequent f3yinb vf Solon: " Lop off only 
U his :ambit.ion. cure him of tlle luft of {way; anll 
. , tht.."tc is not a mall mOTC difpofed to every virtuc. or 
" a better citizen than Pifi{lratu6"~ ." 

ALL the ,.irtucs of this accomplifhed prince, bowe 
cyer. added to his high r enOWJl in arms. could IIo t 

reco ncile the Athcni;ms 10 kingly power. Twice W:l! 

P ifillnlus obliged to leek refuge in exile, and as of len 
did he recover the fovereignly of Attica. by his fu
perior talents; his courage, his condua, and cap-
tinting lIlanner~ 9J. The caufes of thefe revolutions. 
and the cireumlhnces with which dley were attended, 
were thought fu fficiently imporlant by HerOtlcws to 
be particularly enumerated in his narration: and he 
was a good judge of fuch matters. But to the ancient 
Greeks, many things reiati,e 10 their own affairs ap
pe~ed important, which would fcem altogether fri_ 
volous to an inhabitant of Modem Europe. I (hall 
therefore, my Lord, only offer to your conlidcr:uiofl 
a few leading falts, intimately connefred Wilh the 
charaaer of Pifi!tratus, at;d the Rate of the people of 
Attica during his domination. 

" 1 1'0" in 1eU"i.ag III I grow in Jun," 

s.,.. he; &tid :UtCl'Wlrd add$, with mu=h rood humour: 

.. Wil:le, Wit, ,..I Bumy. Dill their clt.tnn. bdlo .... , 

.. l1bllU tbe~Hlr lift. Uld cb<tr . .. , we ..,." 

9 ' , P1ut. r d, Solu. 
t 3. JiI:rodoL.lib, i. 

h ttrpt. in P!ut. rlf. S". ,,'l, Plut, el DiO(. ~rt. ubi fup. 

Bb. 

g,r 
LE'TT8 A. 
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THl: HIS TORY OF 

THE only crime imputed to thi& (amous ufurper, or 
Atheni;tn tJr-ant, ;tS he is commonly called, was an ex
cers of political caution. He confined thc honours 
and offices of the fiate almofl. exdulivdy to his own 
part izans 04. Enraged at find ing themfelves and their 
adherents deprived of all power and eonfequence, Me.. 
Bades and L1cur~us, the leaders of the two deprelfcd 
parties, united their firength a~ainfr their exulting 
rival, and expelled him the republic g

$. Megacles, 
however, dimttisfierl with the anarchy that cnfued, fent 
propofals of (upport to the banifhed chief. His alii· 
Anee was accepted, .md Piiiftratus again took po/feffion 
of the government 91>. But Megacles, on a frefh di~ 
gun, turned againft him the whole weight of the 
Alcmxonids; and they being joined by the partizans 
of L ycurgos, with whom a reconcili;uion had taken 
pl:\cc, obliged the tyrant once more to dil'e O: himfetf 
~f his 'authority, and quit his nati,'e country 01. 

PJS T5T RA TtlS retired to Eretria, in the ifJ:md of 
1I:u1,oc:I. TllCre, though in b:lnillunellt, he polleffed fo 
much perfon;ll interefi, ant! was held in fuch high 

r onfider:J.tion by the neighoobring fr ates, tha~ lle was 
;)bJc, in the eleventh YC:!T of his exile, to enter tIle 
fr rritoryof Atric:!:t t the head of an armed force, and 
Inake him(elf maner of Marathon Pl . H ere he ere£\ed 
flis fhlldard. PartiZans !tocked to him from all qua;. 
tcrs ; and he foon founJ lrimfelf ftrong enough tl) 

,"cnture ta march tow:nd Athens 09• "fhe Alcm:conil$ 

9-4. Mt"un. in Pif"~-, ThIW}'JiJ. lib . ..... 
95. HcTOdot.l,b. L 96.ld, ibid. 
97. lI f rCH!ot, ubi fup. The word 'T"t"''''' at "TG~I, IIl1\on!; the 

C rceb. had. no rclwOIl to tru: abuL: of I'u .... cr, the ma oing no ... 
fonunon!,. dlircd. 10 if. It w~, cmp!oyt"d {oldy to dt note ;0 titiUIl 
.... :,,, b el: ilf",rpcd Ihe g Oyerllrne.llll>{ • fru lh u, wb:.ttflt'r ufe he 
::ni:;;hl n,..\~ of hit. ~ntborill'. Bitt dlllt fucb 'lII.horiry _ gmenU,. 
:I" ~j ~;j;, nwu .1"" be adlflihc4. And. hcace chc -x\.crlI. ao;cepwioa 
d :.he v . ..,r4, 

.,S. iL:rouO'-lib, i. " . til. ibid. 

",,' 
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met him with ;I fonnidable army, Wore lie re:lchc4 
the metropolis. But they allowed tllcm fe1ves to be 
furp.ifcd, and their forces ww" innandy routed , ..... 

No w W2$ the feafon (or Piliflr.ltus to difplay hi& 
clemency: 2nd his preCence of mind. fcttillg :tude 
his humanity, Wl!.S too great to let Ilir the opportun ity. 
H e orden::d his two fons, Hippias and Hipnchus, to 
r ide after the fngitives, and tell them, in his name, 

373 
.. TID. 

VI
\,--,,; ....,. 

that they had nothing to fear, if they would go quietly ......... ~ 
~ to Ih!;!ir fevcral homes "" . ThaI mctragc had th l: de

fired effeCt. The Athenian militia, rdying on the 
unimpeache;l faith of their virtuous but too ambitious 
fellow.citizen, utterly difpcrfed themfclvcs, :lnd "ever 
more aa-umed the form of J,n army; fo that Pilil1r::_ 
t us entered Athens without reJinancc, and took a third 
time poffcffion of the go\'crnmcnl "", 

THE fhughteT') however, W3S eonfidenble, notwith
fiandi ng the politic interpolition of the generous "iuor. 
And, in ordcT' more effeCtually to fc::eure his fway, as 
wdJ 3S to prO\·jde againfi: the future elfulion of blood, 
the mild ufurper judged an aa of feveri ty J1ccelfary. 
H e demanded, as hoflages, the fonsof all tllofc CilizclIs 
who had been molt aC\ive in arms againft him, and 
who had not fled their country; :Iud fent tbem to the 
in~lnd of Naxus, whidl be had furmerly con<j ucrcd. 
He alfo retained, {or the fuppeTt of his authority, 
p art of his foreign troops ' 0 1 • By thefe wife precau
tions, and an equitable adminifhation, Pififlr~lIus rc_ 
mained undifturbed mafrer of Attica, till his neath ; 
and tranfmitted the tyranny, ll!' fuprcme power, to hi\ 
two fons, Hippias and HipparcbuJ "a, 

HIl"-

100. Herodot. "bi (up. 1111. H~'odQt. Jib . L lot. td. ibid • • 
103. H ... odot. lib. i. 
104. !d. ibid. I hne n(lt «mc"lcd the grut (If th'c good qu;l.!itia 

. r Pi!i!l.ra.tli.; let 'Ill I110t IIl'cribc aU hi, beD~rl(Cnl .dioDItO libc:r:J 
D b 3 mot;.' .. 
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'rHE HI S TORY Of 

BI'PPA.&CHU I, alL~ough rcprefented by the aL'CUl"3re 
Thur ydides:lS tIle younger brothCl'~·OI . appean to have 
fucceeded his f;l.ther in the government of the Ath~ 
nian nate ' 00, H e was a munifi cent patron of learning 

and the; li~ral arUt and dre.wa.round him 01al of 
Genius from all parts of Greece. I n i:mitation of his 
il!uflrious fire and predecdfor. be adorned the: ciryof 
Athens with many fp lenJid buih.!ing:>, while he cuhi~ 
ntctl the morals and polifhed the manners of its 
inhabitants i encouraged illdul1ry, and rewarded 

tnoUVet. A m211 whore p~pllbrity. 'l.f1uiRld by many h!andifhmenu, 
m'lbled him. "'1,d .... hoft 'lmb"';oft rromptto bim, to 'lml!n~ the man"..,. 
nvtr hil fdlo", ·tilizello.\ and ",ho fOli llA ;1 nu"Wary to mainlain hi. 

r"""'r. not only by. milia..,. lone, but by a pcTVCI'".l 1\tellrion to 

!.he l .. nUT of lru.1 popu!:.ce by whichht had ~c'l .. i .... d i i, would Ql'l<:O he 

obli",d to JiJ'lIfIk hi., ft!,lj.'.alI , ~nd (l'cn to "/'tEl IJ..,. ... hich he cid 
n<lt fit!. He nlull r"''lll~ndr have bad rf,ourr~ ,<> both j;'./~I_ and 
tl".ff",..}tdi,.; nol <>nly in • ...Jt aDd fYl,';', ..... .,;..,,.. ""t 'n 4J,1 • • OJ' 

flil.:/( ",./ ... '1. wh",c~cr might k the " '11&1';1.1 probily of hi, dirpofition , 
ur ,he fin~crity ... f hi'l>rinle U-;cruHh'pt. 

I Q,nn.>t tl\cf\:forc bcliev~, ""cauf. I'ifillratu, fumifhed d'e Alae.
" i,n, with tht tirA __ pill' ",'I,m"" of IInmct', poem" U1ll " he .... 
. ... '-, 10 II Iw(., among .htm Ih~ ns,."I.nd • . ,nt.. 1,.Ii __ 1 of that ". 
_ ,...." (Set Dr. GiIIi",', /i • .l "l Grim. c1"p. I ;i;') 1 nthu 
, hink he w:u Jrj, ... " li k.: "cry p<>l' lic .. fur!"", of / •• ,.;jlj", them 
... :th ••• r.-.. I, 1'hu thty mith! ""I ,,,', . ... h" had ],(1 them ooly t ile 

". .... ~ .. r ljN'(?, in Ihe J .... , or tlld. fi" ,,,,./(/.,J;"II , and "1:",,/, to 
,,, ... ,, the Id/""": tAU I .... y mig)" hY<: Icr. I'if"" or j.,/,_" .. to 

/ .w -.:-i llJl hi, IlriiIrJ'1 I"""'_.'u. 
W,th the fu\( v;"w, he , ..... uy C\lcoltr.s;cd iad.\lft.,. &11(\ 1I,n

n ltll"' , in p",frrcncc In comll>(nc, N fucb ",""hlonic 1Irt ... mj,h~ 

"'I;m~n l thr pc.put'li,," Df the r.eiou.s cirT of "thelll .. ( MelOd. in 
IVI"IIf. }f ljln, Yu. H.;t. jib. il . ClIp. :ny.) In I " ord, Pi1i.ll,.. 
111'1 "'~ :L mon {oJuai l'e O""or, I conrummllc politidln, I.nd an ae. 
complilbcd prillce; &0<1. IS f~d" ) b ... ·C! npme.atcd htm. No .bfo. 
lute {IIYerti"" in lIIciWI or modtm tim", ap~ to hJ"e b«n a 
mllr: per!cd ml.!'kr or the vt of . ciCllillg, thOgch ac IIHU all'wncd 
the titlc ... e King. 

l OS , Thudd. lib . .,i. 
toCi . PlatO ill Hit,..nJ.lE1iu, Y.,. N.J. lib. viii. up. ii. Muu{. 

lJr. Pifijlr-.t. 

aacrit. 

• 
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tnuit 10!,. ' H e 'WaS D:r.in by Harmodiu. and Ati~ ur:rt.F
,hon, in ~c:reatment of a pnvate iujury '...... An4 . ~ t • 

notwithftandin, hi, public "inues, and an adminifira_ -- • 
cioll which, in the 1:an~uaie of panegyric, is raid 10 
have revil'cd the memory of the GQJdrn Alt, (0 thong 
was the detdlation of the Athenians againft regal 
power, after they had reco"cred thdl freedom, th;"t 

.hj$ mu.r&rers were long celebrated as the deliverers uf 
thc::ir country from tyranny . C~: and mllny fhtue. 
wC' re ereCled w perpetuate the memory of ule perpe-
tutors of the crime "o! 

THE lynnny at Athens, however, did not, properly 
{peaking, commence till .ftu the death of H ippat_ 
chus. Hippias, highly incenfed at the aBaffiuation of 
hia brother, and alarmed fo r hili own fafcty, put to 
death m:my of his fellow-<itizclls, befidc Harmo-

t o;. '" ibid. 
l OS. Tboq·did lib . .. i. Ihnnodiul being in tb~'~ of ,./lJ Ind 

"'-'y, ( CaY' the Gl'ttk h iftatilo ) AriR''giton, lUI Ath~"i.n dl'."". 
of I more idnn<fd age ........ ,.,. 'i .. , (lCeocdifl&" 10 the .hom';n"ble 
l.C"K ~' ' u a"ul) andNJ" .. ,. J,i,,..ff1ft-. IO tire the planl 
bngDa~ of TIllley.!id ... ( lib. "' .) HipparehulI, who Wi' Iddi ll"", it 
{«ml, 10 Ibe {.me tlflllituno.l hut, ugn\y ("llched til .. f''fOun of 
HumodjUl. Dul although ul/fuc«fJ,,1, ht did nor .J..," 10 _i • .,; of 
f-"~. ( Id. lbiol ) Mun",bik AriftOCilQII. wu M).-J wilh j,.lwh. 
Ind jJ.'d with I""'" It the ",,-~<u of fo /"fW'f.l • ~;".t; l nd Ih. 
Lo .. .. a.nd,M BHO" U , rollfd to u{«Iln, cnt bya.n IR"'nlih, 
cirTumflance, nor conned.d with thi. ;nbmo"l amour-&D luunpl lo 
lifcnce the lifter of Hvmodiu.t. concentd I nd Iccomplilhtd th. 
mvrdcr of Ihe Ath''''ln prince. TbllCydid. ubi rup' 

J fh:LII lea", othen (!k'e Youn,", Hiji. of A~" hook i. du.p • 
.. iii. and Oilliet', Ri) . .j 0.-., chip. lriii.) to mainuin the JotriIJ of 
fllfh _.ftNJ ; {Of 10 _ they hue alwly..~ fufpieiou" PI .... 
",ell hu erldn1"Ollf"td 10 ibl<k 1Ae1n 1:Inder d,~ w..i.I of .. irtOlOUI {riend
QUp; hvl, in relatwg faa., he f0rgrt6 Ai_ JGMftI rafODinr .. 

109. ThIKJ4. lih ...... Dan<dl. 0..,. _ ~,;.. PI",- HI;. NM. lib. 

uxi ... D.p .• iii. 
n o. A <rUne ..... hich ThllC'Jdicla a§nIv,. .tro" frwm ... .-",m.-

ia "-.... aA4 ill tIw Joq .bidl Dat1lR abbon. ThllC}'d.. lib. ..... 
np.li .... . 

diu. 
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~i~s and Arift~iton ' " : AU whom he 1!ated or feare4 
fell vilt4ns to his feverity "': Yet fanher to fecure 
h is power, and even to provide a rem:u, in cafe of 
peceffity, h~ looJ.:~d aroun~ him for foreign aid; an4 
havi!l8 marrie~ his daughter Ar~ht:dice to .A':antides 
fon of Hippoclus, tyrant of Lampracus, with whore 
family he ente~ed' intO a clofe political a1iiance "l, h~ 
thenceforth governed the Athenians with all the rigour 
pf defpotifp1 ... : 

T H E exiled A1cm:ronids and their adhercnts, eva 
watchful of an opportunity to reco"cr polTdlio~ of 
their family-eIbtes, and t~ re-dlablilh the libc~
ties of their native country, beheld with {li tisfaUion 
the difcontents occalioned by the tyrranny of Hi['+ 
pils. DurU;g meir banifhment, they had engaged 
in their intereft the oncle of Apollo at Delphos; 
by rebuilding, in a ml gnificent manner, the temple 
9f the prophetic qed, which h~d been coniumed 
by fire' I l . And they were now able, with the affiftance 
of a body of L3ced~monian forces, procured them 
by tl,e favourable refponfes of the oracle. to accomf -
l~ their ~digo: . 

VICTO RIOUS over the army of Hippias in the 
fidd, the confederates entc,red Athens, and befieged 
the rynnt ~n 1.h~ Acropolis. T hat citadel was of 
{ufficiCl1.t ftrcngth to have long bafficd all the elforts 

111 . HcrCldot. lib. v. Tb\o'qd~d.lib. vi. Plalo i.q HiPJU"IJ. L1ian. 
r .... HfII·lib. Ji. cap. riii. l u . ld. ibid. 

P.1· An ~piJaph f(Hmd .1 Llmpl'x\l.O, pI! \\:It Jail,.. who rorn,,~d d~ 
1>:.U" of l lUsloague, ia rWlrdod. by ThllCydiG.CII, and wonh,. 9f beioi 
pre.fcrnd 10 the IlleR poftmty. 
• .. Fmm Hippi... Cprllpg. with rep.! pown uny'd.. 

"Withio thio tonu. Arthcd"t is Wdl 
.. B,. j.uj.,. ""fl-!. Wm'. !-" a1ly'd 

I' ~ '-zIiI;y "'.*'. ytt n fl ... '.tIwilh INfl. 
Thuryd. Yb. "'1-

J IJ . Htrodot.li1>.v: 0, 
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Dr the be6egen ; ' efpeciaUy u the Lacedz:rnonlin. 
were under the- nec:cffity of (000 returning home. 
But :occident and oatonl afF'ellion accomplHbed ,,!hat 
force: ::md military {kill f\:Cmc:d unahle to dfe£l. 
An1ious for me farety of their ofnpring, whom 
they had conveyed OUt of the foTtl'ef~J and who had 
fallen into the hands of the A1s mozonids, Hippias and 
hi, partizans, on condition of having their children 
rc[lored, agreed to furn:nder the Acropolis, and to 
quit the territory of Attica within 6,'c days n6, 

IS' confequcnce of this revolution, the Athenian. 
reco\'crcd th =.ir politica l freedom, after they hOl d 
been go,'crneJ by the ambitious (",mily of Piliftr::a
tus for Ii:cty.cight yean:. Alld notwithftanding the 
m:wr fl rllggJcs rhq wert: obligcd to m3int3in. in 
order to prcfeTYc their libc:rty :md independency. 
~gainft the attacks of ambitious neighbours. and 
the confpiracics of ufurping citizens, they acquired 
:1 degree of im portance in G~ece, :lmid the tur. 
bulence of democracy, which they had never roched, 
nor e,'er could hlve attaincd , in the «pofc of mo. 
narchy. For, 3S Herodotus judiciouOy remarks, fo 
s n:at is the fpring communicated to the Iac1Jlti~.\ of 
men by the cqu;11 difiribution of power, that their 
m oll vigorous efforts under a maIler :lfe feeble and 
languid, compared with their Ur(lng c:xertions in a 
{tue of ~rfea: freedom . where everyone, in alling 
for the good of the community, may be faid to all for 
bimfdf, and conliders his own intcrefi, and even his 
o ..... n honour, to be at (take "'. 

THESE refleCtions, fuggefted by the apuJGon oC 
!1le Piliftntidz. and the profperity of the Athenian. 
under a rep ublican goo,'crnment, your LordJbip will 
find morc fully confirmed :md exemplified in the h iftory 

II Cr. ld.. ibid. 
of 

Alii. Oar. 
.' ,a., 

OIJ:lllp. 
h ... i. 3o 
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,AJt1:I. of another great> people; in the baniOunent of ~ 
'"--r-' 'Tarqllins from Rome. and tbe rapid riCe of the Ro.

:mans to gr:m~W'. afttT the etl:ablifhmcnt of their 
.common,w~th. I {ball therefore turn your eye to
ward Italy, before we tra(c farther tllC adr-mees of 
liberty in Greece. But we muft .• in the mean time, 
tale a vie .... of the Pregrers of Society i~ this cele~t('4 
country. 

LET. 
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LET T E R \'II. 

%t Progr4i IJY ilrrs, Mamtrrs, Rtlig;M, Q1/t! LI't~ 

r'o trlH i" GR.!lic!,from tht H!.lt o ll" A CE to thtfull 
EjI"bJijh"tnrl iftJN ATHUflAN R EPUBLIC. 

I N enquiring into the origin of the Gr:.:cian nJ.~C~. 
:lI1d deducing their progrds in policy and urns, 1 

have had O('Cafion to notice the introduCl iOll of the 

mort urdul alld necdfary :uts among tJ1C fICOple of the 
"growing cammunirie-s '. The Arts of dcg2ncc :and de_ 
IiSo, with the abfhaCl (dences, properly belong to 
'the fubfequcnt period. But the forma tion of lhe Man
ners, the Rdi~on, and dlc popular Literature of the 
Grc(ks, appcnains to the pn .. fcllt. 

Tu E arts introduced into Creece: from Egypt, 
Pha:nici..L, :mrl. Ali:!. .Minor 1, though !lu~y induced tbe 
roving and barbarous native'S to live in fixed habit\
f;ons, had made (mall progrds before the Trvjan war. 
And the diforden in the Gr%ci:m fbue" occalion..:!i by 
th'lt war, prevented the fUf\'i'fing :llhenturcrs, on their 

returu to their feven! homes, from fuccef,fully cultivat
ing the convcuiencies of life'; whatever new ideas 
they might have acquin::d, during the profecution of 
thd r foreign ente17rife, by viewing the improvements 
of a more polifhed people", 

TH E fubfequent in\'aflOn and ronquen of Pc)opon_ 
Dtfus by the Heradidz, threw all things again jnto 
c:onfuuon J ; while the ferment .. tion pl'oduced by the 
r iling paffion for liberty, before the general abolition 

I . Set utl-IL \. Ibid. t t uci. a c. 
J. 11ft Lttt. m. 40 1",,- J. Sc:e Lett. IV. 

of 

VII. 



THE HlSTOIlY O F 

'A'''l' L oC monarchy in Greece, yet farther retarded the ad. 
~-- vanccs of the arts of peace 6 , Dut after thefe events 

had taken place, and the Gr.ccian ftat~ had difchargecl, 
with their furplus of population, their reftJefs fpirits 
in colonies ; planted on the coaft of Alia Minor, in 
1t21y, Sicily, and in the ifiands of the .iEgean and 
Ionian feas ; fociety made rapid progrd"s in Grttce', 
and in all the commU!litic5 Cpt:! ' ing the Greek tongue. 

THIS pr~~efs was acc:eierJ.tcd by t he periodical co
lebr:ltion of the Inhmi3n, Nemc:!.n, Pythian, and 
Olympic Games f ; but more efpecially the htter. At 
thofe Ipmes, denomin2ted /acred, the Grub affembled 
from aU their various fiates, and from all the' comi
nentS and j(lands in which they had planted colonies. 
There, appearing as the people of one great nation. 
t hey C'ntered upon a genC'rou~ competition of mC'utal 
lalent~, a5 well as of perfona! abilities and accor.l pli£h,. 
ment~. Poets, orators, hmorians, and philofoplu::rs) 
~ppt:ared among the candidates for fame~. 

~£YH b;ld C'muJ:l1ion a more glorious field, or fo.

cial intercourfe a wider thc. nre, than at tile faCTed 
b.tmes of Greece. Mint! cauSlu fire from mind, and 
s general riuHhip took place j llOt only bc~ween indi-

6. ft,;d """~'l .• it. ,. Set Lt tt. IV. V. (I ~uo!l. cic. 
~. Qr t/le innieution an d. cetcbrnl;OP of the Ol:rmpi~ ~nd. Pythitn 

'''1'0'''"' an ""'!tun ha~ alr.,..dy 11«0 givrn. (Lelt. V. VI.) Tat 
Jnhmi:m ""roes "'t~ cd,hnl~d. aac;e in fi« rUff. ~I the ifthmJl_ 
fI( (' .. ,.inth; and. m( Nto"' r~". once in thT« year .. al Ncme:l in 
.... '1:"li.. Thtic j:~m,., w~re:lll of . timilar n.t" ..... iod the (~mc Id" 4 
or IO· .... ndfic ~nd c'l~ cnr'an acre,r •• we .... puformtd ill. ; 11, tb.""G.b 
" "I ill Jh.:f~c o;>rd ... ; 1101",,<11. t un!>,,,,. le.pin,. ,,"reliEDI.'"' thrvw,n, 
,he diCk:. boring, dliving tbe chariot. and riding the lic,:k horfe. 
V.'~R ·. Di'p" . •• ,Iu 0lJ_ti. c.,,-tl, rea. Vli.-n';. and the '1IIho .. 
,","d. s..:c _:In, on the r~me rubjeet . MtM. DfJ<r14f. " Rat""" •• 
par M. Burette (I M. J"Ab!M G(ciol'''' ~nl C""/o tI,. M.., I. 
t A<.J.,.;, R,-" lb. r-J • .,t. ct 1101/,. Ldtr", ,gm. L 

9. Lucian ill H.nJfI. 

6 
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yiduals but communities "'. T he effells were anfwer. 
llble, 2nd fuch as b2'1C aftonilhed all (uccec:ding ages. 
There the: Gntcian manners were poliU.cd, while 
C~jan policy was perfclled " , A l:Jud",ble detire 
of elegance, in drd, and accomm()(.la6on, was dHfufcd ; 
and, in confequence oC that Unc, better houfes werC! 
built by the rich; (lately temples wen:: reared to tile: 
Gods; religious ceremonies were multiplied) and tbea.. 
n ical cdubitions invented. 

BU T the ·auunces of refinement were l'err unequal 
in the diffcrcllt nateS of G reece. Sparta, hedged round 
by th e aunere inftituuons of LycurgusJ and in a m:m
ner excluded from al1 intercourCe with foreigners, was 
baCkW:lfd in :l.dmitting the approaches of ekg.ulce, and 
latc in adopting tIle improvements moll. intimately 
conncued with the happinefs of human life. The axe 
and the faw were- 10tlg the only lools employed by 
the lAccd:emonians ill fmifhing the timber-work of 
u leir houfc,:s u . Their architeCture and fUnlitun:: were 
proportionably rude 'l. Gymnaf\ic exercifes were their 
chitf amufements ; ;md the maxims of policy lind war. 
which formed their literary code, .... cre at Sparta the 
fule objet\s of a liberal education If. 

I.,. Wdt. ubi fup. 
1 t. Id . ibid. The amufrmtnu ~1U~h the Groeb Iband in rClllUlIOlI.t 

Ol,mp~. or fifa. and <IIJ'~r pIKa where {hGfc IP"'<:II wo:r~ cdebltt~d. 
nl{\Lrallr dUpo!td {heir minOa {I' pit, .114 pd humour. Th.". by 
daily oc:alioP 10 mi",k ('cd,.. tt. fee and 1:011","4 with a rh (lth(r. 
Tbey f<rmed UI \e in • IIIIUUo:r ;nhabir.nts of the r.me tit,., tloey 
,,/fcred, al onr po:opk. fa.crilicrl to tlIr famt God, ud plUtirjpucd 
the f_ plnC...,,,. (Stnbo, lib. is.) Hr mcfe I'I\eltll popuJ:l/' ptc_ 
,1Idict1 wrre rubbed off; animolitln ... ue foftr.lltd; Ut.o: cau.Ce. of 11m

bn~, we"" uplained and rclVovod; .. 0<1 I.be f'tOpk of t/lt; ditf'ucnt 
Gn.dw Ihl.n b\vinl tll~. ICI opportullitJ ollcunln,i c.xb oth:tr. 
ftrc.a,rb.1Id diCpoli~ ....... ~ 'O(dl_I.h~ for.e andpcparatidrlJ <Ii tile., 
toIIllllOPo IlIClIlia, we~ ~bkd. to pro.ide for tNW rl!C\lritt'. 1.1\4. to 
flKUUrqc (0lC11 ",hu to na!Jl ~il1f.in rh6c WlnmOll JU,cn:jcL 

u. Plut. Yil. t., • ..,.,. 13. 1<10 llIick ~ ~ 

If. X~lIgpb. lV/. L#IM. 

:!If 
U'M' .... 

va. 
----'I 
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TAl: afpelt M things w,"s "ery diffi!:~n[''at Corinth. 
E.ul,. enriched by commerce, and hll.bituat~d to an t'x
tenfive int~rCOurfe with foreign nations, the Carin
t' lians i!K\ulged tltemfelves in all the deJie;acie:; of A611riC 
luxury, al'1d evcn imitated the pomp of oriental opu
knee ·s. Thcirdty was accordingly filled with temples, 
pa!aces. theatres, f!0l'ticoc~J and private houfes, equ'ally 
admirable for their t oftly materiais. :md for the 
elegance of their (trull-ure If. They ga\'e binh, during: 
the period under confit\eration, to the order lI<1mcd 
Co,.iJl/himr, the moll (upc:rb in arcllitcltllre, and adom
~d tll e-t r public buildings with columns :md fbtuc:s of 
the meR uquifite worl:.rn:mlhip ". 

Ta'!. Athenians, though y~t 1cfs wealthy than the 
Corinthians, difcovered an equal, if not fupcrior (;Ille, 

"lj. Thvcyd.. 1ib. " Stnbo, lilt, .in. XTii. Pli".lib. ",.... 16. 1d. ibM!. 
". Plin ~: SrrabQ, ubi fup. Cnnl......, tU ,he ul'wion or Wina"'_ 

"'" lin, ( Hi). Jc J'.A.. J. rA.I;'1~ill. Jiv vi. cl.ap. i.) I ~m difpoied to 
1.clit"ft, ,h&f the nrlr 'P'"o~J af ar~hittall'( and rCl,I!"lIt • • t Corinth 

. _ V'l'd, ocr.lio .... cI by the Iange-r concinu:ow:e, or .nitaJof n:p!p 
n mmc:m, in Ihat (11) .. lid ill territory . Abrolutc prioco, lin. n-.,. 

' }-",en fone! 0£- magnificent 1t~i1c1inr. tht mofl .munificent p~tl'Oll' of 
-ihnlm';'" and· Vlint.n, :rocl the grulcfl cllcourag<!" of all the an. 
WI (all comribute tU the Cpk.Adoour.,( • pal.,,; bIN unfriendly to 
the hislte. {tra'n. of pot.lr1. :&rid the bnldcr dfu{i"M of eloquente, 
... bith req\lire the utmofl fr.edom of tbouSht aDd f~lltitmnt; and 
iilI mon: Io ~o hlll:NI1, ... hieb o)divef'l, .... "",lu 1'0 cldiveT. withou t . 
"",;1. ttutht ~ "" al'raid 1'0 hear. The CCII:h of fueh prima 
.,.. aU'o r. 'f'OlIfable to po\ilhed rnaOtUn I I. the cklicate difguiJ"a o£ the 
palijonl b<:'<:OOl.C ~, to rUe thei. pride It'ODl I1M>mlicaUol1; aM. 
~ play.r wit Illd COll-.u{ation, to c .... tribtote to their UIlUaru:nt, 
_d to llatbcr tbeir .uity. hi ordtt to dlulilh mil roAU.,., 1 line 
no oc:uJiO:ll to ad.crt to moduo ti_ .. fW to anridpatc tb. e .... ou io 
IOcieat hi.lI.OfT· .if we CoriJIthian. owed their 6r1l adnncc. iiJ de
C1'JII:e and n-...mt ehOeiy to W ... £_"" t ,faD! I'eri>.aldcr .... ho 
liwod. ill t1u: blh Otntll'7 Won: the Chriiliao zr:t, ( Dioa:en. ~rt. 
TI,. I'~) the: people 01 SunOl were, ;0 lib nunMl', iockbtcd fer 

• dIrir oe.rtr pnIIft& 111 cmMt, to Polycntl'l, .. we /ball ba..e CK"CIfion 
."'-~; the Ldb ..... to PiaanII, '- tM Athl;lliut to l'ifiilrJt\JI; 
.n ueu1r (OMqap-a. ' 

for 



ANCl!NT EUROPE. 

for eleg:mcc .and refinement. 'Jlh:lt bne w:1$ encou. 
nged 'Ilnd impf'O'¥cd by the ambitions, liberal, and ae
complilhed PiGftratul, "and his two afpifiDg: font and 
fuccdrort" They 6, ft decot:lted the Athenian apital 
with fplendid buildings, ant.! polifhed the manners of 
iu inhabitantS ". 'Under the g:oY'emment of Pifillnafus 
was laid the foundation of the magni6ct.nt temple df. 
Jupitc-r at Athens I, I and Totfpis, under his patr~ 
_ge, gave 11 beginning to the theatric:!.1 cntertatllntcnts 
of tIle Greek.i .t>. 

THE Elians, llapPf in a fertile foil, which they culti. 
n~d with much urc; and enriched as well 2$ polHh. 
cd by the periodical cekbn.tion of the Olympic g".lmc, 
and feftinl, made early advanct!$ in civility, and in 0.11 
the arts eonneacd with religious pomp ~'. A (hiking 
proof of that early proficiency appeared in the fupcrb 
temple of Jupiter at Ol ympia, erel\ed a.OOUl fix hun

dred years before the ChrillilW :era, by Libon. a native 
af E1is n . This famous temple, of the DOI"ic order iD 
archit~l\ure, was wholly built of a beautiful marble. 

rtrembling that af Paro., found in the neighbouring 

I I. See Ln.t. VI. and th~ uthon rited. 
' 9- Thi. I~o'pk wu Afterward cnlargN by the Ath~nim. duril'll 

,be adminillnlion Qf PericiQ" and. Ii"ilh • .t ~r the Iiount,. at Ami~ 
dlll$ Epiphana, ling Qf Syria, who cba"td himrdf .... ith the npen~ 
(If me lQn, atld the to/MUll of th ~ porti.-o. It WII of !:he Coli .... 
thia.n onkr, alld tOnfidcl'd as a mockl of petfcaiQ. in wt Urlc« 
ardIitecbre. Vitnl • . lib .oji. 

'10- PIQt. tt Di~II' Laen. Yit. $ •.• , Pa-tdril'lr tilt abuff thKt 
Jftipt be ma& IIf thumc;r,l nhibldoa .. Solon ailed. Thd'pi. 11'1 Lw, 
after 'bring pt'd"CDI II fhe Jl"'fomwKe of onc of hit compllfition. , ..,d 

aA:.c4 him, if he .... ao Pot dh~med Qf tdllng fo many lie. Mont fb 
~t an alfetn'bly. Tbcl'pil Clewed himfel!by "'yill,. tinl theR eO.lJ. 
"be nQ harm in (0 doing. M lilt 601iOll, .... ere IJItt inu:nded 10 be coull. 
deft4 .. tnltlu.. Solem., Drikilll o.e (TOIIIId .... ith hillW!'. fternly ~ 
plied, .. I( we mn>atage (liet. na.:-. we thall find thtm. mflllm« 
.. ClIIt nto!!: (.ri_ tranraa iool," (Plu1. 'il. $_) Of tlW ,",til • 

• the Ati'lClIlalii bd r~ta1 aperi(Qn: • 
• r. Strabo, lib, rill. PaQ(aa."\' , . :t#. P.uru.ljb, Y . 

(;OU.Ctry. 

IJ!Tml 
w. =. • 
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J"A.1t.T L ' country, and furrounded with :l colonnade of the 
...... • fame materials. Ira height, from the area to the · 

dome, or vaulted roof, was lixly~igb l feet; its bread:.h 
ninety·five, and its length two hundred and thirty. It 
was covered with marble, brought from mount Pente. 
licon in Attica, and cut iot.the fo rm of tiles", lts 
decorations I {hall afterward have occafion to dcfcribe, 
in tracing the pragter, of the Greeks in fculpture and 
paintiog. 

THUS ha\'e I endeavoured to alIign the c2ufes, :md 
to point out the gradual advances of ImpTd"~ment in 
Greece. But it was in the inands of the .tEgean feat and 
among the Gr:edan colonies in Aft:! Minot, that the 
libenl 3m nrrt began to difclofe themfeJ,cs to annn. 
tage. And there architell:ure firfl: difplayed tbofe ju~ 
proportion'!, 2nd that unity of defign, which have con. 
tinued to command the approbatioll, and lItnaCi the 
admiration of enlightened mankind, in all [ucceeding 
ages u . TIle DoriiUls :md l onians,. 011 the Afiati~ 

coill, 

'3' ld. ihid. 
'4. Thi,morc c~rl yproficien'1'ordl<' AIi ... tic Gnckain ,h, li,enl art .. 

and ;".n Ihe worbdel"'ndiul:" upon ;m~l:";n;l.t;on andf"ntimenr. maybe 
afaibrd ~ly to nl<>r;ll, ""d rudy to phy!iQ.1 .::lulu; to the .0111:" pt.rioi 
(If pUC<' und profporilY " 'hieh they had M!j ... ytd. firfl in a flate of iDde. 
p w.tcncy • • ud aflu"ard under t ll~ prote6:.>01l of I~ Lydian monudu; 
and 10 . w untry 2nd dimale wClilatcd In . ·,ukon, IUld 10 rofla aU 
we powcn of ~n;o. . " The Ionian tili ..... where the ekg'lIll :lrU 
w rre moll fucrtf..ral.ly clIlt in-ted, o.t lire )n~ commodiooi!y <lIl4 
hippiJy fitu.,«J ," r.:.y, Ih. "Ol~nblo! F~lhC'f of H,Uory, "thai! InT 
Cllbcr we \wow amoull mt1O; (01" tlu-, ar" nci,bu dtUl.A witll. cold, 
I'.nd .. ~ damp h,. "";n. nor upo!e.! In the "cdTea of b.:at I.!Id 
<!roo.lght ." (HU'tI<i(l1. l ib. i .) tn thil line CiinulC, and in a COIiUtry 
bUlll ir~llr divc.n,fi«l ",jlh hillo and nlli ... illta(ec!led by r iven. 
btokcn by har .. and conlbntiy rc:frdhed ",ilh rln from the IlU)I'\C. 

roUI iQea thlt cr~'n the ~,n.o ftc, the Ati&m GreeDwere fn(lurcd 
with the l'..7cft and !h~ Fndcll ";e ... ol'''!lUc; "'ith ntty ciTnIm. 
{taller 11111 <ill! utile (lr chcri!h th~ lIuln&D bcultkt. Gcttiva, h ... _ 

41<1. h r,id to be the proch", of ncrr clime; IDd, ill Come: dr&r«, it ., 
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eoaft, im'ented thafe el~g:mt ordCTII that Rill bt'ar their LtT'I'Q 
Dames J and during the latter part of the prefcnt pe~ ~ 
riod W2.S laid the foundation of the magnificent temple: 

of Di¥12 at Epbcfus " . Thi, temple. which was of 
the Ionic order. became the bean. of Gr.ecian ard)j. 

tellure. and the 'wonder of the a ntlel11 world ; though 
lefs on account of its fizc:, than becaufe of the majenic 
beauty of its ftruftu rc. the choice m:aerials of which 
it was compote!.!, and tile riclmefs of its ornaments. It 
was about t';'o hlH1drcd feet wide. and four hundred 
feet long; and it contai:lcd, when completely finiOll:J, 
one: hundred and twenty-feven column, of the lindt 
marble, JiJ:ty feet high, and ingcllio\l!ly fculptured .6. 

MA NN£RS kept pace, as they alwlYs will, With the 
progrefs of the human mind, and thl! convenienci!!, 
and elegancies of lifl!. The manners of the Greeks, 
during the heroic age, fo finely pourtr:tyed (as we have 
feen) in the poems of Homer, and fo frequently offered 
to unreferved admiration, by modern writl:ts, were at. 
cordingl)" deeply Ihaded with b"rharifm. 

Tu n:, my Lord, is an un",lea(;,ant trutIl. But, in 
hiftotlal matters, the Ie,,{l engaging faas ate of infi. 
nitely more villue, than the moft capti\·ating illufion5 
of fiO:ion. We mull therefore bewan:, while we take 
for our gUide Homer, the man ",ncient p;aillter of 
manners, we mull: beware of being deceived by the 
magic of hill poetic fancy. Object:, fecn through the 
medium of imagination OIre al .. nys magnified to the eye 
of theobferver; and when admintion is the ptcdomi-

u.. " lIul tbe ,ioJ.'r-1'I,:lDd /,,;")~, tiCeniU1," to u!e the 
Jil'I'Ordool.larllfd a .. d iIogeniouUlllhor,#o"i.,. ;:ke olhu pIaDf., (ram 

w~ «i'JIi-, &tId~fi"""jIiJ." Blm;",dl',J/If'I"'''''''!.t. 
q.~jV""",1 tf ii_, fea. .. • 

as. PW'an.I1b, , : 206. VItnr.. ... Lib, iii, .n. PlUl.laI, urn. 
VOl. 1.- c. non. 
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nant mode of the wind, tlley will be viewed, invdled-, 
and cunfequcnlly dciincucd, with many adventitiou. 
be:lutics and c:nrinlie good qualities. Such we Gnd to 
be the cafc) ('ven when Lruth is the end propared J 

how much sreater then mull. have been the heighten .. 
ings in the writings of H omer? who wifhed to bold up 
to the imitation of h is countrym::-n the reputed wifdom, 
the virtues, and ,'aliant c): pioiLS of a band of heroes, 
.Ilreadyalmofl deified il~ the ardcllt imagination$ of 
the fuperftitiou5 Greeks. 

1\1 " IUU ACE, 3S I have had occalion to obferve, is • 
law of nature. and its rites 3rc recognifcd and under .. 
flood even among ravages 01 , The people of Gr:ecc. in 
the heroic age, had mOllie {evcul removes from the ravage 
flate j anu they had been f;\\'oured with infiru£toT$ 
from lEgyPt, where the union of one man with one 
woman was ftrifrly enjoincd by law, and ':ldultery fe .. 
" crely puniO)cd . r. The marri:..ge tie was accordingly 
held faCTed among the Greeks. during thore gallant 
times; nor was a phmllity of wi.,es indulged " . The 
latter circumfbncc is rallier remarkable. as they mar 
be faid to h:n'e purch1l.fed their brides JOt and were 
little (\e\icate in regard 10 what prior connexions th: :r 
might have formed J' . The faa, howner, is ineon-

trovor .. 

'11. Su kIt. I. *nd ,he Ivthnn there cile •• 
'liS. Id. ihid. 19. Pauran. lib. u. 
.so. This mmcr t know It" been dupltc4; (Gillin:, d'r!. Crmt. 

ch ip. ii.) but lbe.., i. no o"cnllming clhblilbed fa6!l. ohgamUDDtnI 
leU, Arltilln, ;u an illdllccmeat to aD alli.DC~ tInt hc will ,i"c hi.,. 

one ()r hi. d'''Cht(rI in r,uni~"" ~;,h«tt '''.'· ..... 1 "'" l ri". (Hom. 
tliad.lib. ill.) ADd DOU1UU finding nil body difpoft<!. 10 malTJ bi. 
cb:IICh,er., on aCC'OlIn( of rhe alrocit, of their ch:indu, =a.lc I public 
,Juluaw.n: th.t ~ "ould hot Ju..w any InJt-tJ from the bn'de.
t t""m .. (PaWln. lib. iii.) The dowu Ii""' with the bride, ill "'" 
I~n fDr (get. p~felln. f"1U1 IW' to h •• e bcco COmmoA tiD latter 
1.1"'0. 

, I. Tilt X"Nr. or u,io •• '"i • .... WJr- 1iJ/-4 ~ IN 

• ~ .... 



h-overtible; :lnd fo indifroliit1e were the bands or' LiT"ra 
weaJod: fllppofed 10 be, on the tide of the wife; chaf ~\») 
it W:lS long confidered as difgraceful. and e,'en unlaw':' • ful, for a widow to m;lrry:l fecond h1.l.lband J.: 

• 
As in every country wher~ the {anctit1 of the mar-.. 

tiage bed is preferved inviolate, the a£Jeilion bct~· 

hulband and wife, 2nd of pare-nts to their children, 
was warm during tlie uncorrupted times of Ancient 
Greece. The teCpea of c:hildr~n to their parellts, an 
e!Tea proceeding from the rame caufe, love between 
the fons and daughters of one family, and 211 the tie, 
of blood, were ;lIfo !l:rong in the heroic :lge lJ. Agree
able to natural juftic:e, an equal dil·jfion df ptdpcrty 
took place among the brothers, on the death of their 
hthcT, aT common 12e:u11.. But OJ poTtion of ref pelt 
defreoded to the eldeft fon , as his birth~rigllt, with a 
Uegree of fubmHlion to his authority IS. 

T Ht S fubmimon, however, feerns to ha"e Ceal ed; 
when the younger brothen became themfelves head. 
offamilies. To them their fans reCorted for commands; 
:md new fubdivilions were tormcd JO. 'Yet the heads 
of all the younger branches of every iUufirious faulily; 
appear IOllg to have lOOKed up with vc:nention, though 
without any fenCe of inferiority, to the he3.d of the 
t.ldeft bnnch of that famil y, as thei r chief or centre of 
confanguinity ; as they originally had to his predeeef. 
l ors. as the centre of their political union;)1_ For 

:rIllmkrkt.io IlIIcinli Gr.rcim .... rilert. A mlldero lWloriao hu,hu 
thll ,..eaba. a ~ ct'tllk pame: I< TIle <~i_ of hlrial "" t ,.Jn 

• .,..,.,," Gillie-, Hi}. G~ __ , chap.lI. 

:1,. Pt.lIfo.n . lib. ii. Tndidcm hit en" prrf.ntd the Dime of c",.. ,.JIh-i. the lira widow thal-T.:mured to Tioiat.c: a.c-hlc. Id. ibid. 
JJ. H~. pallilli. 34. A'i}. Pili'. lib. 'II. HottW-. 

OlJJ.lib. d.... 3S. H oltl. I {;,J. lib."n'. 
J6. Sh~4·. c_ .... book vi. alld the Ilithon dted. 
~1 . Jd. ibid. Su 1.Ir" Mitfl!t'd'. HII.I("0""", dup. UJ.l'<:a i,,_ 

e d blOod 
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hlood procJU'Cd 2uth~ity before w;fdom or nlQur'·. 
~ml in conjunClioll with thofe full beft maitJtzin& it • 

• IN' the heroic !lge, wifJom ami valour were become 
elrential to the acquifition, as welt as [0 the fupport of 
ki"glhip or chief maginracy. and even to entitle a fon 
to fucce~d his father in that high office. whatever 
mi,ht be the claims of blood to pre-emincnce. It W:!.i 

oeceB"ary tbolt worth fu ould recommend his hereditary 
title to the approbation of the ciders. or heads of re
putable families, and that it fhould be confirmed by the. 
body of the people J9. 

H AVING IhtlS di(co\'cred the claims and tllC quali
ties requilil'c for the ;!.tt:I,inment and fuppon of royalt), 
in Greece, during the heroic rimes, let us next confi· 
der the nature and pri"ileges of the office itrdf. The 
king, as head of the community, enjoyed the iOlPOftant 
funClions of hibh pridt., (upreme judge, :md com
mander in chief; as he was fuppofed to be the moll 
pious, wife. ami valiant member of the fiate .0. But 
religious fupremacy appeus to ha\'e been his only ex
cJuli,'e privitei:;e ~'. The dders or (enaton !hared with 
h im the eommand of die army: they al[o participated 
with him in the ad miniftut ion of juftice j while the 
\'oicc of the people confirmed. or rt\'crfed, both his 
and their JccifiolLs n . 

NOll was Ihe :ld:nowledgcd majefty or the people 
lds con[picuoU5 in political aff':airs. The, claimed a 

lS, kc Lett. I. of lhi. "",,A. 39, Hae\. flI:JJ.lib. i. Y. 'Iii. :Ii. 
,,0, Hom. IrtoJJ.lih. Ii. Ari!l.ot. ~.lib.li.i. cal" ". Stn!M, Lib. i. 
4) . So intimatel,. nlllllei9cd, ill lhe miMI of the Orreb and 

~_Q" .... ~~ Uie idu of Ki", or W=W of the 1htc, with WI or dUd 
l1r'ir~r or btad of ~ cRabillhed rr!igio'll, WIther both.,n~ the 
_. to their hill> pridt. :uter theabolition of ropJlY, DcmQtbh. WI 
J\'.u. Ci~ de J);~.ll"b. i. Dion. Halic.mAfr.lih. "t. 

41. Hem. llild.ltll. rti, I:'I'w. 1uiIloc. PI/il. lib. ill. up. IiI' . ..... 

riiht 
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right. ro be cOI~[ulttdJ in regard to:tU mattea'S o( im
portanct ; anll as tht" majority of the (tnalt. OT coun_ 
cil of flue, controulcd the will of the king, the refo
lutions of that vcnaahle body were governed by tlie 
popular alfcmblyH, in the cui), ling"oms of Greece, 
-as flllly as in the moa demOCr2lic;rl of the (ubfcq uent 

republics "', 

'I'll E (ante difiributiOll of power, that happy mixturt 
of mon:lrchical, ariftocl'2tlcal, lmd democr:.tk-al ruic, 
which chara!h~:rifed the ci"il govt'rnmenl ('If the early 
Gr~cian kingdoms or n :u cs, and which almon every 
where prc\'ai!! among nations itl a fimilar lbgc of their 
foci::,J progrefs. was alfo found in each pOlrticular 
town 4~ , and in the greateft military confederacies. 
Agamen\non, though appointed, during the Troj:m 
war, command« in chief of the combined foren of 
Greece, by the voice or its united princes, wu 
not invefted with ahfolutt! authority. On the d;ly of 
battlc, when the whole army w~s in (orne meafure 
under hia hnmcdiate command, he had the power of 
life and Je3th·6 i but, on all othCT occafiolls, hi, 
power W;lS very limited. H e c&uld adopt no mearure 
without affembling a council j and ill every ruch COLlO .. 

43. Hom. JljeJ. lib. ii. n.lyff. lib. ii; ... iii. Ari/tot. E,I*. lib. m. 
cap .... Dion. lb.llurnaff. lib. ii . 

440 It would I..c *n iruull, how .... t r. upon the wiroom of J." 
u.r, .... 1<> fay nethillg <If that of Solon, 10 [uprofc " hi .. / .... , '_'I 
" wcu alm(o)l .. ·.0 "piI' of the .. JI-, aod. iajli""itu thai ~"""I.!I, 
.. ;r..,~;kJ"w Or.etc rI_,;.., ,"' In .... "lEI." (Gilli~ Jlf). Gr_ •• chap. ii.) 
Lyrurgul, indeed.. liYCQ tOO nnor 10 the age. of barbarifm, tu hne, 
IImina idu of the pcrfcaiop of Ihe hlillU lI cl.anatr. Hr accord.. 
i/)g11 paiJ l OCI mud! ancntion . .. I hay .. ha.:! ocnIion to obfern. 
(Len. V. ) 10 the phy6ral, and. 1(lO Iiule til the monl '}Ulitin or ~ 
But pedant! {celuded from the .. orld, or n .... n who han Yiewed it 
with III lIoQif<Xl"1liog ~c • ..,4 .,"111' taII.d tht pkafur~ of poltlhed 
tife. only _ill ¥i« thrlla.r of rocie'f. in ,he hcroie tUt!c-a, I prefo
rmee O"I'tr thal of tht proellt aIlighlrnccllnd. d?i.liJcd Ire. in mo
d=! Eon1p<'o 

,n- 1')111. rll, TIM;' 46. HODlo m.t Iili. ii. 
C el cil, 

LITI" a 
\,Dr 

'----
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'UT L ell, whether genet'al or (elea, the uttnoft freedom at 
\,e • ~ fpeech w:lS allowed, and all refOlUtiOll5 w;re ultimately 

determined py the plurality of voices 41 ~ 

TH B fame bold freedom that diftinguilhcd the public 
dcliber:ations of the Greeks, during the heroic: age, 
21fo chara8erifcd their Illannners i.n printl! life 4r~ 
Among fuch a people, little poiitcntfs or mutual de
ferencecould be expected ;- lmu jt was nOi found; nor 
much delicacy in the intercourfe of the (exes #. H u-: 
manity wali then even little rcg-oirded. Man. of the 
early Graeci:m heroes had bern guilty of Jl1urder 10 ; 

and many of ulcm had fled their country, Without fa_ 
usfying the demand .. of junice l

' . Yet the (~tisfaaion 
required was onl y a pCc>..miary mu]£\. H. ~n \'ainl 
therdore, fhould .... 'f! attempt to apolosife {Of fuch, 
outrages, by afcribing them to the \I'(ll1t of legal re-. 
drefs SJ j :md fiilJ lefs iliould we impute u~enl merdy 

41. Ibid. lib. i. ii . i1. 4'. H on\. OlJi". palIim, ct I\pollod. 
l ib. i . ii.iii . 
• 4'}. Hom. JI,'gJ. ct 0.,.;. f'-lffim ... N. f~~K""t .... t.,.. M, M;t~ 
ford, ""II givt a mo~ -1'1""" or a _.l:i:./y-nl ... ,J fill.,., c.r ' .... 
"J"I.J ..pElioN, th:t.n & ~j}I":J" in the _ ... ,j.,iM 10<"".," Il .. .,r<' ,,111 
.. A~",· • ..."h. in th .. filth book of !.he Iliao.l:' ( I :;;. yeN"', chI" i,i, 
Cdt. ;v.) "\'tt HtI!\or hd .he ;"J,li<~" '0 leU ~ cr. ~ftu· ("numera,;n;: 
#'- j"I,,,. '¥O'"' of T,.,. of H""I:w. of '''Jill l',i."" ~"d of hi, 6,.. bt,1 
" ""'."; j,_, thol nol an fo ,,, ,, .. h :zJfdtcd hi. (ou! " flu gr'if' ."A; .. A 
~. '.d I. w.r; ~ when frulll' ,.iI. (;, .. 1. ill hit rridc, Ihollid oome "'114 
., lo~ her ~ ... a:r,,. .. ..,,~f'" ... "iw of f rn'- " ,if!; whclI f'" f ,.. .. 
of !HI ~«Ii ..... / ..... the thou Id ."'~w lbot wn ft' J ... h ... gbl] '£'''', or ,,," 
.. '~ .. I" fr- Ib, I}'i~l' ( H(!n .. lii~d. lib .. i.) U" ... illing," add. he, 
.. thou the "'mll~ ""'"'.I: but A,mJ --./IiI] ...... ~th.. (ld. ibid.) A 
rn~ who lho",[d fota!k, ;n mod~rn limfO, .. Dllld be:a«oI>Dred a bn:t.·. 

jO. Han,. /li.HI. r ;Ulim. ct Apo!!od. lib. i. ii. iii. 5" Id. ibid. 
J'- Hom. 111.". lib. is T /jc ,I:cnble hud i, .. ~,.., pruifc on Ih;. 

fllb~a.. .. A broXncr," raT' h~. in the pur"" of Aj~~ . "t<C'(:;VC'1 the 
""in of. ~ ... IH,.', ~:MI: !athcrt rut thel./";,, fur arc: ""t-4- . The 
.. ... , .. ,11 /"']s th .. ,,;," filU of hit ., i.t, ~Ild in 6i, rit] wfIJ#"'lI'" r ... 
~ _v. •. " III, ibid . 

• U· To thil awe ,hare yjukn~. Jut"' beeD .r~rj1x-d br fllll!ll~tc 
",ritti'- See Mit{JIfli', H'fI. 'f em ... , cb~ p, iii. rc~ . ir. 
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40 the ~t oft.h:tt refinement, whicll b2S,heen tllought 
·fub.erfive of the nobler \'ir.t ~e, H . They were the 
natural confequenccs of that felOCity of difpofitionj 

which too frequently tynm,uifl!f qvcr n;lCIl not fuffi
cicntly fubdued to the rdir.;li,ms.of l.l.w, .or 2cquainted 
with the advantages of foci.11 uniou ; .. uti which ought 
to teach us to value the milder virtl.l.c:s, .co.-9 n;efled witb • 
the culture of the heart; withol:l \'o'hicq ,the prohibi
tions of the legi(laturc j and tac v~gi!~nce o! the rna
gHl:rate, will ever be found illeffc:Clua\ to ,c,iviiizc 
.mankind, or to fortn them to the habits of poyQlcd 
fociet}'. . 

B U T if the rt rentments of the Grech, in thofe .rudl~ 
t imes, were keen, their fricndthips were proportion 
ably W1,1'm. Men, who h:ld 1l1arc.l mutua} dangen 
and toils, were knit in the dofdl bnds of (ricndnlip 
;md ho[pitaJity H. ' ''rom friendlhip the tr:lIlfitioll waf 
_cary to love • 

. 1'4. D r. GilIi ... ; . not fingu~. i,n ~nl<rh,ining lloi. opi",un t ( II!!. oj 
C''''', rhaf'. ii .) but it ftq";'c, vcr; liltl~ 1mo"'led~ of tmm:m n~tu'" 
t o dif<'O¥er, Thu the aim~. r<:("ltinJt from barbarl6n ate mllre pu. 
nidoll' to (ooety, than the vi."" allied tD re4l1qJlwt . 

JJ. Thr J,ofi>it.>/i':J oj Ill< "', !y Grn', h •• bn:n s fuhjdt "C fp"f'IIlation, 

fDt bOlh anckn: and mod.Ttllllltb-IIf,. I.' I'l, bern .rtribl'd tn tht ",. 
c."'J'I""'" 'if IN ".'" and tn Ihe ., '''''' if I~~r .· (frf' Milfon!'. HiJ· of 
Gn.rr, ~hap ii. ;nd thap. iii. f~{t. i ... ) bllt I !bolllcl afcribc: it to the 

/riMJ~ "'fl"foif't if liII /WIlt. F ... ~1J J""Oillc, ;11 rud! circumflamcs. 
a rC nD! equill!, oIifpoCed 10 horp;tali!,.. 1 1~1c;r hu (beww til, (0Jyf. 
ram",, ) lnd Thueydidf'\S hili obf,,"cd, (Nfl. lih.; ClIp .... ) Ilul no In· 
<jlliry .... u macle tonccroin&" the thud .. r of .hc perfolU, who CUlle tOll 

claim the facrcd ",IIl1 <If hofpitdi'r. \UUi I IMJ' ·had -'-oI'N "1"',. 
(HOIJ\. ubi r"l'-) Thi. I .... ': .. " nuy j"m.,. be afcribcd to th~ ,i ........ 
; __ , .fIJ, /""" ; (or. ;11 that ruc!c age. if panicul~r illq"iry bad he"n 

m&de concerning tbe Ch'f~U ahd coodition <;If ~Il pufonl.bo,bim. 
ed .... rpitalit'\'. manT W<:Irthy "'tn, "'hore .... Uk wn"ld _ fUbmit 10 

f"th nplanalion, N' ... IIore ",oddly (D,,1d not lumi!b it, mlolft b.r 
!Meo dalicd hofl'itable nnptioll. tunc! tht Ut(I)!iQoD of tile .inuc 
lOt ~4fiWit1111 IDe" of cloubtful chnader. 

j:;< + AI 
. , 
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PART L A. n pes,alld the t:lptwe of WOlDen, wer, com-
.... - 4 monly pn'aifed among ~ early Gteeks, by ad' 't.ntu. 

reTS of brutal diipofitions, or of ungo\'ernaMe paffion~ 
warriors of a more generous nat o.re bccnme the cham.. 
pions of the fafter fex u ; :md were dcfervedly repaid 
with their {avour H. Yet mufi it be admitted, Th3t 
:i.lthough the Greeks were en thuGafric admirers or 
female beauty, and mel., hazarded their lives in its 

' dtftnU, or for its p~lPjji~~, the latur was eo,'cr tlll!~ir 

chief objea ". Nor do they feem to have difcove-red. 
in :\ny Rage of their {odal progrefs, that refpe£lful at
tachment to women th at clit1inguifiled the ;!ncie'llt Ger
mans I~, :md whIch was carried to a romantic Leight by 
the heroes of modern chiv:.11ry; thlt 3ttad,mem, which 
finds its gratification in honouring the beIol'ed fair 0110 

with eUeem and cotl6~cnce, and which conr.Jers the 
return of affeuiQn as effential to conjugal happille{s". 

F ROM a view of the art~, governmenT, :md man .. 
ners of the earlr Greeks, we are naturally led to 
confider their religion ~ which being, in fome mea
fu re, formed ~y the genius of the people, had a rect.. 
procaJ influence upon their nation3\ chanC\:er, and 
g;ne its complexion to their literature, As the Greeks 
were indebted for weir {cienee and ci\' iliry to the 
lEgyptians ::m cl Phoe1licians, they alfo received the ru. 
diments of their religion from the fame: n:'lcons (>I i 

but chie~y fram the lEgyptians 61, 

JI'J what manner that refined fpecic. of (uperfiition, 
which, under the name of Zahiifm, had become gc
flefal o,'er. Ihe f;afi in ule patrialchal 3ges, plllfcd from 
Syria and A!~)'rt into Greece, whence it (pread ir{eLf 

S(" Hom. 11."1". et ApoU .. oI, lib. i, ii. iii. ,.lIial, n. Jd, ibid. 
Sl. HOIn. 11;.1, cl A~Uod . ubi flip. $9. TIt;I. deM~i4 

CI, __ . ~ Se. HfI. M"J. EW~f4, I'm I. Lftt. LV. 

01, Htr~ciotlil. lib. ii. Patli{:l. 6:&. IJ. il»d. 

atpong 
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among the Wefttrn nations, t have formerly b:ut ()(!_ 

cation to notice, in tracing the ProK"l/r if IrltJllllrJ .,. 
I h.:avc: alfo had occaflOn to obferve, Thu the religion 
of the Zahi2ns, in making thefe Tt-moves, W1IS gtofsJy 
corrupted by ignorance and ptic:ftcnft. The fenfu:mty 
of the Syri:m worlhip 1 have endeavoured to difplay-; 
;!.nd 1 have remarked, 'fhll.t the gloomy minds of the 
fuperftitious and fpecuhrive }Egyptians, by blending 
the worlhip of the Heavenly Uodies with dark and 
myfiical allegorics, and veiling theiT religion in Cym_ 
bois cxprdIive of the attributes of the Deity. and of 
the qualities of the element:u-y principles, ddfied ill 
npptaro"" ev::ry thing :around [hem w. In Grcc(:e 
fuper(htion ':lfl'umed a new form. 

I NSTEAD of pure fpiritual intelligences, by whom 
the Zabians believed the planet! to be: wheeled. and 
the univerfe governed, in rubo.rdin:nion to the MoA: 
H igh, the :..d\'enturous and barbarous, but ~ratcr\ll 

Grt:eks, peopled Heaven with Gods 2nd Goddeffi::fs 
pu t2lr.ing of the human nature and form, and rubjcC1 
to ill the el.ct:.lTes nf lluman patIions OJ. 

THE Gr~cian Godi, in 2 word, dilTt:r~d in Mthitllt 
from corruplt:d human beings, but in tIu: potfdIion of 
fu pt:rior power. wirdom, and immort:..lity. Tbt:y had 
aU been guilty of violence, cruelty, fraud, or de
bauchery. Even the cbafteft of the Godddres W :lS 

fuppoft:d to h2ve bad her amours 00., The wa,jhip of 
{uch Divinities could not be favourable to morab. 
That it had a contr.lt'}' etrell. we Jlave the affuraneta 
pf two of the mon refpcllabJe Grredan rullorians &1 ) 

who impute the corruptions of UK: Greeks to the im-

63. Leu. l (If ~it 'II'Ofk. 
6J, HOfJI..JljR.pallUn. 

~i. Polrb. L'b. vi. Clp. liY. 

6.4. LI. ibid. 
66. Bmkr'. M,JJ;.l. paffim. 

Dloa. tl.\licunut lib, ii. np. n, 
punt, 
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purity of thru rheaioginl fyft:cm. \l'hic:h might be faid 
to teach. or toler:n,c every vice. ADd the philofoph ic) 
and politic Plalo, ,enaCls ~ r ,:IS <ll:1.W', for the tegul;l4 
tion of his CommonWJ(Ilflb, II That the ( 'U'rlnt INn/i
•• timl cOT/arving the GQdl lhould neither be ta/ltd If 
U in privott, .nor murti,lIed in Rub/it ~'." 

B UT if the religion of G reece was hurtfu.l to mo
rals O~, it was by 110 me;lns fo to the humlU;) facuhie&. 
There was nothing abjec.t io Gr~jan fu pttfti!iOIl , 

68. R.}~6. lih. iii. Prom this law ;t 1.rp"~" TInt the ~nc,t't;C ~ 

. oncerni"!: the wa ... , .... bcl:i"n, .nd dull~rjes of the G"d •• were he. 
lIeved {jll'~{{v by lhe -'I'''; who wc:re accord;" ,]y infcdtd hy di ... i.r; e 
example. (Dion. H~ljclrnur. lib. U. up. n.) Thu there al1~",¥s 
.ft~d dl a f'byCiul or mn",l I"c'ni"g, II IJmij(~J; (ld. ii·id ) but Ih ~ 1 

... ,eaning w'" beyond vUIJ;." kcn. (Dj"n "~li~~rn~/J. IIbi [u.p.) .. The 
and.nu ," f~yl ATinot]., .. hiVe made. the /"j"ar'r of litl_l (;011 1. 
(Minot.. M"~;h:tr. lib. ii.) And, after a / .. /i.1 Jif<rl}I;o. of G.." 
lh. /;-,,10:, '"",,"4j"l. IN} of B;r~~. : ~nd or Ihe .00i .. of IlKb"''I/M', 
all(! th~ 'iJPoji,iM of the •• 10'/, oj"" , 1.,_"" tl<" toodu~ .,. Ih. U~i ... rft t" 
be ON I ••• i," EI .. uI fot.,.~, i. bUI 0 " . . But,"" add. he, , •• he", h •• 
1t<:m hand.d dO"Wll 10 porkr,!], f,om the firft "1". I dodrll •• ;" /"
If'. <f . fu,·,. d,U thete Czl<j!j.1 0"',<1 ace GO/l~: ' M<I,/,t;!. 
LOb xi. 

67. [t " ' nuinro nn lenet m..l could enm":!eno!! the d~ngn"(I<I1 tl
lImplc of the Godl, hut the dodri". "f a j .. ,~ ... fi~lt of a."·,,,/, ~"q 
1'''"ifo.,.I,. Tht thi. d.drine ... ~. "ni"'~ff11 ;n the Heathen ~·o'ld. 
I hav~ cndc~v"urcd to lhew. ( I ... tt I.) And Dr. Warb",t.on h ... ln. 
(oa len.bl, prnv.d oM only iI. u"i\"..,.r~ l ;,y, \)UI that Cj'Jil (;,..,""_ 
".,11/ .c'O'Illd nat. h.,«, h<:rn ",,,j.,,, .. ,,, ... ·;th"ut ;1. (l);,JIt. L'l<Zfi<It , 
boolt j. i .. iii. pa.!lim. ) h l.lleUmre, bowne,.. W~. mud! wnk.~d 
~"nlt UtC early Gr~tu, fq tbt bt,li,] with whirb dl.J Jo:I;on, (rom (he 
grc.ldt .tim~<, lIl.i\:ht be ohlained. (1;I1I1JI. lH~'. ct O/:§. paflint.) I" 
!!",uingof 'fJ/~" fiJI' uI R, .. ,,·~", ~na P"_'.}., .. ,, I h"~ f(lf1\"\crly hd 
occ;.fion IQ ebft rvc, Tllat ,M, INliI!, u"uown tn f''I'1!f$, wa. every 
wher~ necivul .mong lJIankjnd, U~!1 u Ib~ form. el "va ju!liu .....,rc 
clbbliOted. Confc'll'ont!y,", u>Ilk ito (ife from Jf~_~~ /",I/jlltti.~,. lIu t we 
"u]::ht 10 rcmqnb~r, Tl,at lb. H UM"" ll<TILLHT. if II!)! tp.rl;.,. .. r 
t. ... /1;",,,,, w~. 14"4.-.1 \)y Il,. F .. . ... MIlt!); Ind., th~ , dore, .11 i" llil' 

t.:~r he f~\c! In ; ..... fr .. ' rbi D:it7' Hence we trc logically Itll 10 tOIl_ 
duJc, ·Tlnt thr rJ~A~ft.t., of i?nN"/' 'lid 1'.';;0.,., ,,_: .,., ;. 
pnly M ., . .... .u th~1 .w, 1" 7"'1 r,lfihrlioN, .... bu,h will uke pbc~ ;1) 

• f"~I' }~"; ol.nd w!l.i"a, ..Jthou;:h l.IjI, ill !!.Ie MiJtJ t'f .IS •• , ""1'" ftjl 
i" Lb. .. , ot GI/II, 
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Delicving the Gods to partake of the n~ture of men, J.&TTEI 
the Greeks approached their altars with a noble hold. VI!. 

nefs ; addreffed them in an erea porlure, and almoft ~. 
with the fame frecdllrn that they appTO~c:hed their civil 
fuperiofs 7:>, Nor need this Utile our wonder. It 
was the Ilatw.rai confeque'nce of the popuJar Crud of 

Creece ; according to which Jupiter was invdted with 
fo\'creign authority, but not defpenc rule. His con_ 
duct was freely :uT:ligned by the inferior Divinitit:s ; 
his meafurcs werc difputed in the afi'embly of the 
Gods: and he was perpetnally under the contrOlllor 
jau, or tlte political neceIflty of Hc:a';C:I II• 

S UC H a Religion WOI $ l' ighly"fa\'ourable to the Q/liv# 
2nd alfa to the ;lIldltflua/ or cogit:ltive po~·tn of l'l ;p,n~ 

J upiter waS evcr ready 10 fupport fu prcme fWlly law_ 

fully acquired, and juJUy :!.dminiJlcrcd; Minerva "":!., 
the tOnnant guardi:m of valour dire&ed by prudence, 

?nd aided. by !kill; Mars g2ve vinory 10 112ring cour

:lge ; Ceres affiilcd, :!.nd rewarded the labours of the 
Im!bandm:m; Mercury prefided over rloqncncc, mer
calltile: mnfauiul1s, 2nd all the ingen ious ;:trlS; while 

Apollo and the Mufes infpired the fOllg of the poet, 
:mu faired his }mai:ination to the height of uivi!!c. ~tI .. 

~l~ufiafm 1" 
OTHER. 

10. N ocn. TG#. FOin.. ;'f. Jd. ibid. Sec alfo IIdiod'. 
n.or. and pbto'I'T',·cuo!. 

71. 'J'b~ rewardl held up 10 merit. ;11 the Cnccian f.lylium. (<<..at 

,M" to n iruUt.lt valour rnd ~lIiu ... aud III ani,-,"e .;n\l(. .. Thee, 
." th( number ol tht. b:C1l c.nrol!itd," flY, Pindar, .. Ii .... C,dJll"', 
Pd<u.a," &e. ( O~.,.; . i i.) And Homer VI,b. P,()\'elll(ay til Me..,,· 
bUI, " Elylium Iball be Ihine l" (O~I lib. i ... ) Yn thde nil !:lot 
amonp; the n~",ber of doilied htI'OU. 'I'll .. obfn ..... tion leld. me to 
n .... , .. k. Thlt h .... on were !lot deiSci!. in Gnece at the time 01 !.he 
Tr ... jall war. Homer'. Godl,lJ I hn': hul ocnfioo to Dodct, ( wu.1II ) 
""-= meul,o allcpicd perfOllllr"'; Ihe ""tl:alld,.....,... of the Vloi. 
'f"'; Jl,lrpti«Uy 1lIH00000cli lww ; or, 10 We U!( wwdt of Ariftol~ • 

.. fb= 



PA~T 1. 

\.0 '" 

THE HISTORY OF 

Ont'f:R cireumlb .. 'lC'e5, eonne£kd 'with tfte RcligiOtl 
of the: Hdlenians, con(pired tn ('mbt:1Iifh Gr~ci'an po-
etty, ;md '2. .... ,2km genius. lkftde Neptune, the God 
of the \nItty e1~ent. to whom the mariner offcred 
his vows, the rca w;!:s peopled with 'frito:u :and Ne. 
rcids. Every river had its God, evt:ry founoin its 
Nymph, or NOlbd; and every mountain and ",'ood, 
their Ore:1(\es :md 1)ryades. VcnlUi and,the gr-a«s :u
lC1lded upon female bt:aut1; J1I no was the patT01I<:lfi of 
Marriage i Diana the gu:miian of "irp n innocence ; 
.H cl~ ga,'c frdh bloom to Ulf: chcck of you th; :md 

Cupi!l. e"el' r,.olid:ing In the pOll!' of youth:; .. ud maids, 
infpircd thc JlI10ruQS l)aj[j"u ' . 

F UR_ 

, : tilt !., .. ", f"'J/J"u, of l.I,lns,:· Pf,I",},!! Iil,. j i .) Til. ,. ",,'re f.lid 
HI be of ~""'~ • .fo.ipt. ill IIrd¢r I" " ... ~ .. p-pwl .. r ""1';/. flo.! iltd .) I l,~ !] . 
Ih (Yofore, cI>nclndc with '~!\f'Ctlifll:' hupc Illn. in (UIU~. n" t hr ir. 
t;"'n dirin t " ill w;;it~ Iti. I ~"nlng iu "'l~mplillg tQ p~g .. e. T ha: the 
O.t "T ~ I von. of r;HI~ .'''1~u) Wt~ '*!fitJ .1Itf.rllJ{,. 

TIM: CL~""" . H"'} f"rv"d Ihe pu:-pofe of Ih" n rly r~~th ~n 01 Chr;1-
li~n;t y: hi 111 . f1ff" 7.."1,, oJ.f.. r,oJ, were cnl)' the ~ !>;m;!"ocd 

allan Of I"mplr~ ,,{ Hl~d', cn Deil;"" wh" (ucc.rr;.dy S'a'ft: place to 
",... . M l ller. ,.. polity Of priclk~fl Jin:a.d. in order '0 cut hin the 
mlilulude to Ihe Illtim' IIf rUp"'ril.ition. (Sa BT)'''''''S M~I""I. ,"vI. i . ii. 
paU: rn ) And u Ihe knowkd~. of .... Gun. the Creal'" aud G"VetnoT 

tlf the Uni~erf,,- i. now m:wifrltcd III Ihe ,.·hoIt C!" if(;~ . u""", 1110 
arri'r.~n)' ~S'~inn l'~lr-'nifm may t t al£,. withoul injury 10 the Rdigiou 
of Jdp,. 

;.,. " ' ,#. v." roy' ,11< mnrdolld chlll. &&tirid<.,,, i, the 1:Tr.lldl 
id.""l of w ililon, .. "d .i:tu~. And or aU lAc I'own. tha, preEd. ovccr 

human ~lTair .... Cupi'r. r .... "1 i. Ihe fw~cldl to 11111"11.; fut , pouriD, 
jny uu:ni ~td inw cn,mu\lffd htaru. he Iillllhtm ",i lh n:a"lul hope. 
E",,~ hi. loll. .re ptcod'UI'eI, ""d hi. "'ouodl n:lk.i,;~. ~~y "f't(t 

f\oi,nd of ''''IIC lit acmpl frOJlllIJ,c footh;"g {IIW"I! n~r I be fond~lnn· 
.. dllll"", utumg nnn dc .. <lid of lo.~.-AII(,lId. p')'OWIg! wd linell. 
r c r.ir! "r nOl from 1M pfOo'fr.n'd blill; bUI wekollK the p'!>pit 'Olla 
ClOd, and ~, ;(oly .r. b .. hearl .. nf,nt: bounty." (E1II'lpid. " Pilei. Sto'bcum.) 
Thc I"""tnc~ or tli" !d!'on l$ happily e~mplititd by Cbaeremoa, in .. 
.... 1I,,, .. irGII III Ib"- iofl __ or ..... 10 t1I ~ ifNI. of ........ "The jWtt IIf 
I I~ I:,..~I>(', .. f.1' '''' ... when muo:d with wk cr. pruduc~th hnhh &lid 
.. \iftt>; but ....... ",lieu dnuk pure: 10 t:u:,!t}- O('cwon. IDalimf. and 

Alikhicf. 
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FURNI SHED with fuch aprofufion of image"'-, the UTTLI. 

-, \' a. 
Cr:tCLa.O poets had l i~t1e occafion fQf in\'ention: they '--' J . 

had ollly to make ufe of the popular creed and the. 
popubr leg\!n\~~ in order to form die 611eO: (ynern of 
fable. and the mon beautiful aiTemhJage of meuph(tt 
and allegory, that ever adorned the literature of an, 
people. 

TH E Rife and Progrers of Poetry in Greee!':, form .. 
one of the moO: curious fuhjeC\s of fpeculation that 
can pombly occupy the human mind, and is hiRhl ,. 
wonhy of your Lordfhip's :llte-ntwn. 

THE mon earl)' Gr:t'cian poets, wllofe n:tme'()f com~ • 
politions have codled our times, wefC enlightened 
f:lges; who dd ivcted their do£hines in mythological 
b.nguage, in order to infpire tiu:ir auditors with \'cnc
r:nion, :lnd to inftrllD. them by means of allegorical 
imagery; fcicntinc rearonillg! or philorophic truth, 
being as little ruitecl to their rude apprdlcnfiollS, and 
untutored minds, as mild virtue W::IS to their barb",roU!l 
manners. Such were Orpheus, Linus, and others ; 
who taught, in Terfe, thr mon rublinle teneta, which 

they had acquireJ in .Jf.grpt or Phoenicia, conccfllillg 
the nature of tile Deity, the Creation of the 'Vorld. 
2ml that Providence by which it is go\'crncJ:4. 

T He 

In.ifcbid. In t!o~ falnl' tn~t!' t_. ""htn moderate lid seotk. it 
the fOIlTCllof pkafu:rt;u,d foft deli,"t; but. ",bell. wtcllkl:J boot . pro~. 
t he moa. borril! ami IlIIgot'cn>abk potOiOli in t1,. bulUUI brnft. 
Cg PlI>. thercron, it unwd with '- Bowt: our he bend., wjth tht. 
.;/01 tnc CuellO, foru bppyfu1Uing loc ; andtl>l: othu. with 
1Ii1 utwL:.gr .. 1,;, ?t', to the confulion an4 mili:ry of tlIe Uftot'OlII ,.ir." 

CbaCRmOn, 'II" Tbec>pl>nft. 
14. I bavo: £ol"fllcrJr (~. L) bw CI«:llion In 'l.uote the bcCUIIUug o.E 

the Orpllic Hy'"!! 10 "P ... ,,; anoi. !hall ).ne .dd au.otbc.r palfagc. lID te(. 
""on.hyolbciJIg addrdftd Ie> the CrulOf and Conn>O[oftht.lJn.iver{(: 

.. By"I'hce Eanb', endld'i plain wujinJ, j_'J: 
• To Thee IoiIc ~', dccpobuvi.nl rllf"(c ,i~, _y, . "". 



OF 398 
t,;(Ii~ i. TH E comptllitions of thefe poetical {ages, ",hick 

. ''''~-~'~''~ perhaps were not committed to Writing, as fdters were 
the'n little known in Greece, 3re now loft 1S. But 
::t Phoetlician fragmen t. ~refer'l'ed by EUfebius, (cerns 
to coniain the Orphic account of (he Creatiolt of the: 
World. 

CI THE blginflint of all things was a Jark ortnthing 
Air, or gall rf ilarkfimt Brearh, and /lidliei ChDOJ,' 
. hfturt as Night.' 'Thefe were infiniu, and wi/IMTIt rnd 
'.I dura l;41l. Dut when thiB SPIRIT or Buath fdl in lovl 
with its 0:1.111 Primiplts, :md :l mi3(lurl 11l/iud. that 
mix/un was called DESIRE; the (ouree of (,Ill Cnution. 
I t did /tot know !IJ k~n Orlolian f but front its c"njtJnr~ 
tirm 'With that SPIRIT fpr:mg MOOT, J1imt; and fro,!, 

}o,'lOOT (prang theJrld Dj CrUltior., and the Gmuf1tio}J 

.Jlhe Ulli1.mj.. It was framed in th.:. form if (lll ECC i 
and At/at flr iQued (""Ib, :lnd the SUN, alld the MOON. 
and the ST AU, b<llh fm3U :tlld ~re:lt, Of the AIR , 
i lfu'1tilltd hJ the Firry G/rllml from E,'I1lTH and SEA, 
were lelwl1Ird \Vn;os and CLOUOS ;' whence iliiHai 
vafl effu.Golis of ' V A T ER jrgm "bovr. There, when 
jrpanlfrd, and drIl"J.Jt/ jt'",n tbtjr plare by the /UI/' J halt, 

.. And :ncient OCUli'. WlI"I'C1 obry TilT nkc; 
., O(CIO, who ;~ b" HI'.. I"", I"" GWI, 
" N (or Irf. the Iket'ug .... i •• the .,j,,,l "nz6' 
.. Tlm r""'lhe f<><><J or eY"!')' living thing: 
• Or c'cn th high-cothron';! 1I1\.tplfkJinl\" ~yc 
.. Of "tr-mounting I'ire_ TIL.I<: ,n dj'fini, 
.. Th(l",h """riOUI, nln tM [oune ",hich thOIt ordlin '/1, 
.. Add by thr wonderoul PntIiJI<>rtt IJr:Hitp 
.. Th.ir fcvrnl j~rring D.tura, to ,roride 
• F...oo fo, m~nki lld o'u all tli. Iiollolikf.u.rlh," 

Ott , T,.. •• til " ,,11,(. 

15. 1 rar 1:J1: fot Ih" Hymn. t}:at tw:u Ihe Ol.l'lIe "r OrphclIO, .nil 
'Which ire .nowtd to cont~;n hi. dodrines, !hOllgh '9(1'}' 'luden!, ;L/"C 

JlOt believed to be lh~ ~"~;~C ptod • • ~Hon' of Ihll f.'IJ"zHUtu.,; poet. 
APd llio Tbcogollia i. cCI'tainly loA_ .. " 
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met with in the Air ,fUU,,1J1 jlJKI, 
WING and TIIU'NDElI. "." 

and Ht.t UGHT. LETT!.a 
\'U. 

'--" . 
. To the Mjlbieo/ P 'JI'iJ fucc:celkd the MililQI'] 
Bo,.dJ , who attended the Grzci;m chiefu.ins durin, 
lhe Thcb;m and Trojan w:m, and in other hoftiJe 
expeditions; who rung their exploits in their haUs; 
.ftCT their return; and travelling over Greece, and the 
iQand! of the lEgean rea, widely (prad their renown. 
'From the fangs of thofc Bards. 2' 1 have fDrrndy had 
OCC:llion to obfcrvc, H omer colleaed the materials of 
of hi. incompanble IJiad II ; which, as it "as not the 
work of fancy, but a colIcaion of hHlorical btU, 
JII~ightcncd by the charms of poetry, :md L.lendcd with 
aUegoric:ll imagery fuiled to popul:lC belief, contlUlIs 3. 

~reater variety of charallcu , nicely difcriminau.tctl, 
and pourrraycd with the pencil of truth, th:m anT 
ether ancienl or moJern compotition. 

As the objeCl of the lHad wa5 to te:l:ch the neceffity 
(If union "mollg milit:I.TY commanders, in lIirpbying 
the Jifireffi..-s occaGoned by the quarrel bctwun Achille, 
:md Aglmcmnon ;)t the fiege of Troy; the OdyJfey 
had for its monl, the cncour2gement or wiftlom and 
virtue under misrortunes, in the happy termination of 
the trowels :tnd Cuifering. or Ulyffcs. Alld in thefe 
twO poems H omer has contprehended the 'Df'lJla, 
Crai . and the Irl""r1(Jr] If'!f'Io ,#, of Greece to the 
Trojan war. 

ll£noo, die cotemponry of Homer, beine. a m:m 
ofa fellate and contemplative tum of mind, has fumia,~ 
cd U&, in hi' poem of (Y,ri s (111' DOJl. with the fidt 
" idaD.ic ~mporttion. It hu for it. objel\ AGUCIIJ.. 

,... S.nmWl;lIhcm, ... p. Ellr.!>. 1',,,,..,,,. E'-Zll. 

11. s.tI>~ thiI (lIbj(~ WUJ Iln61f,J,!;""" L .tiM, book i'l'. {to!. '1', 

, 1'\,'Jt. •• 
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TU.aE; with references to the Ti.,ts add SfllfiIU bell 
titted for the labours of h uibandry..) according to the 

, 'Various foils and cu.!tures, and adapted to the fuperfU. 
boUS notions of the u rly Greekt.. H e has al(o fol
lowed the Mythical P OdS ; in gi'ing an account of 
th~ CrfotiM if the w~rld. I)T me Rife if th(! Ulrivtr,fo, 
under the name of :.l Th'~gQllia. or Gmtnu;OII of tin 
OMS " ; ;\11 the ParI! and P~~crs r;f .VaJlIrt, as I have 
frequently h.ul ()(carlon to remark, bt:ing deified by 
Heathen fuperllition. 

n To Homer :lnd Hefi ocl rllcccedee the Elegiac and 
L ytic poets. The fir£\. Elegiac pottS bt:wailed the 
m& ries of the (orrowfuilimes that followed the Tro;
jan war; :md fought con(o\arion in fhartening, by 
{en (!.Iality, the peritxlof human life 7~. As thefe, if 
their compofitions had b~n preferved, could prefent 
only piCl:ures of local dith ers or diflolute manners, I 

,I. llefiod'& aceall.tll or the Rir~ "f the Uni'fCne is nearly lhe. ramc 
with Iblt OIf SlIldlllnia(hon, hut Jd. phU"rt1phinJ. He I: i ~t~ the 
whole '" Ut .. ,,~,] "it; cak .. 1.,!'!1 HI impo{\! 011 vu\g2l' (1'<:01<11"1, ~!ld 
foltcr {\lptrft,tion ... FicIl of all," ht· m~i: C5 ,he M ..ra (~y," :tiflcd 
" C IO ",OS : nn:.1 in OI,M: .he hroaJ· l,.,((nuco,l E ~. TU ," or ,\:~'I~_ 

th.(,J . " :and \h<n 'PI"'I.l'~d !..\OV t," or AII.od/;"' • .. Ih .. moll bnll ,ilul 
.. of the lmmorl~l~ "'\"om CM AOl fpl'Ilni EJlUl,u and dulky !\'(J I:::' ; 
.. a.M. from Ni:::ht Ilno Erthu" ("nIM, [Tnu and fmfl ing D.-T • 
.. Bl1t liri\; the E.ru. r mduud ,h .. SUI")' HUYlII , (ommcnflln.e to 
.. h~rrelf: wuI. the harrc" Su, ",itl·.(lul nnn....u love, (heA, eonjoinecl 
.' wi:b ell. u ,s," the JJ _ _ , "/he 1>0", the uemrndou. T'T"""" 
j tkf'rUft " i ... i",,, tj '\ /,.11.... "The C,. e ~"n wen aCt(twud tngr~ 
tkred; 11. 11>1 ,. 15," TJ...MI", " ST"OP&~" I";~M.u.I' .. and .... GItO." 
the ~ LIt. .. Bclidc theft , three othtt r..,dlll (Ollt wen' b<Im tt) 

.. Hca~ lad b.rth, COT" I, BIP;I.o& 'If" llIldGl'ou ;" E"",*, HII .. ri
Of _ t, and li_"MlM~" . . He6od, on...,. ini t. 

19. St:c Drft.r, /« r liJ..pt 01:( Dif-r. fit .. ttl PM' £Iiti_,..", pl!' 
M. j' Abbe SOIlWY, ct aud. t it. T he cI~ganl Minermol Q/lllot be 
Q~d from th .. :Chlnl cbargll. He _ the a1J.tfI«.oLthc .Lou 
E ~'OT ; t id. ibId. ) (ouMing (If . 1tcnwc H ... .-t ... ar.d P •• ,. dtr 
'K1(Ct. Ulcrw:l'I'd \lkd by.U Greek Uld Lt.tia EJep Pow; I.lUI. the 
l ow or whkh tw been hlppily ilD;Utcd ill Enalilh Eltg'f . br tbe 
f'!""- " ,,. fJlJJ!" rA .~~ ,.,.... 

7 IhaIl 



Ihail not olttr Them to your .t.ord{hip's atte.ntion: 'he t.knb, 
" u .. Lyric poets are. more worthy of repro, for many ~ 

reafon" They pre.fent us with effufion~ of the humtn 
mind, under the infl!1ence of vnious p:.ffions i :.od 
naturally Iud us to enquirc after tne fI~jgin of POETRY 
and M uSI c . • 

SOME critics have afcrihed the origi n of poctrv to 
L lltlt, fame to RriiKio'l, and fome to IYar; but men 
were furely Lovers, before they were W::.rriors or 
D evotees. I {hall, therefore • ..,,{fign it to Lrr.Jt. The 
intercourfe of the (exes, gradually ripening fenfibility. 
calls forth the firft Ihong emotions of tln: youthful 
breafr. Fancy, in that feafon of life, is wnrm; arid 
befrows on the beloved obje£l: :a thoufand adventitious 
ch:<rms. A ~ the tongue wants power to exprt'fs the 
feelings of the en:amoured heart, common language 
wants force to declare its raptures or p:aint illl agita
tions. Fanty catches fire from the lorch of admirn
tion I and breathes, in disjointed. phnfell. the lover's 
tlarne. H ence Lovt Sil1l1s, as they are the firR eman~
rions of an ardent mind. h'lYe been the urn poctic;!l 
prod uD:iom in moll countrieSl 

BUT Love, though the trloll: enly. is not the only 
ftrong paffion in the human brcall. After the forml~ 
h an of politiCal (ociety, oilier paffions take the lead. 
As footi as Religion WO\.S called in to tlle ;liJ of tcgiOfl' 
tion, that de,otion which, in fimple times, had been 
paid to W oman, ",;'IS transfetteu to the Goas, and pour~ 
'cd out in Hyrrim or Sarrtd Sb"Ks , Nor JiJ pricnf.l'aft, 
in feeking to infpire \'eneration fOf pious cctf:monies, 
alene take adTlntage of Poetr': tlie e:lrly legi03ton 
illfo tal/ui it in iD th,ir aid, and W0lntl:g,ued {heir ill.

fiitulions in verfe 5<>; for be~tc:r f~urjng thc ope.r.llion 

~ ~~O!o bHI-. r(dI.. sa. jlf'cb.n';ii. oi£lion. r~. H</, Iib,;i, 
"p, usa. 

Vo_ •• L .. D d of 



VART t. or their l:tws, through ~e ,influence or the Muj,l. 
"",",--"J the dOlu&hters of MI!1t10a.,Y II, And the Mufes "'"lite 

evcr TC:at1y ,. foHlId tht Chtlrgl tp Baltlr, to ling Q1e 
Triumphal SD"l h, or rrrDl'li ,the .rIll~fIIs D/ H trDt.i. 

IVIuSIC had tIle fame origin with wetry '). The 
1llepherd or herdfman fung the praife of his mHhefs; 
celebr:atcd their .happy loves, or bewailed hi , unreci· 
procated paffioll, in melody fuited to the feDriment 
which his verfes conveyed. To the voice fueeeded 
the pipe or reed, through which the lover breathed 
his tcuder emotions; not expreIfcd in language, but by 
the mute eloquence: of the eye, unlcfs when the be
Joved fair accompanied the found of the reed with 
her voice; and e;Ll,er declued their mutual blifs, 01' 
lamented their unhappy lot··. 

MUstCAl. 

S" Hcfio.!. 'TIN'!. 
h. The nwft ;I.!I <icnt Triumph.! Song i. Ih~t or Mof .... :lnn' the 

•• irac:ll]oul )!alfagt of the An.biw Culf. .. ThUI rang Mdh, I lld !h~ 

chilJrcn of lfr:.d., th;~ (onl:' umo thc Lntd :_" For h. holh u:iumpbed 
.. glo' iouOy; Ih. horf. ~nd hi. rider hath h. thrown into lhe fc •. Tl:Ie 
.. The Lord i$ n.,.ftrcn!;th ,nd fong. ~nd he h~, beoome my i:.!wtion: 
.. he iI my God. and! will prcpne him an hbiminn; m~ r;ulu,r', 
.. God. and I will aal! him. The IAre! i. a m~" of "'u, th ~ LOk" 
.. is hi. 8 ... '. Ph,nob', <h"";\lU and bif PoR hath m, an il1[O the rc. : 
.. hi~ chofen uptain. alfo arc dro"'"cd in the R~ s,a.. The dquh. 
" !:ave encre<! them, they f.1I.1<. to the botlo,1I. as II. fume. Thy riiht
"hand, 0 Lord ! n btenme ,IO,jOL" in power; thy righr-hanq, 0 
.. Lord! h.th dalhrd in piccet the enemy' And iD the gt'ot!>rl. cr 
.. thine n:cdJc":"J thall haft ovcrth('OWll. them tbat RIfe lip q'lIinlt 
" Thee: IhOll ; .. ujlj.,.tJ, ''':1 .., .... '10. whkh _),,-.1 lIJr. ., ".uf,. 
,. Ano! wilh Ihe Ji.,) of ,'" uJrlh, Ihe ..... .,m ....... l#h,rJ I • ..,&r · 
.. the JooJ, j"'" ~;r;,£t, ... ,. '-I, &lid the Ji}tl.< ........ ""I'J,,/ ;~ n·, 
.. h'#I Y 1& ft.. The enemy raid, I will }lll.rf\lej I will ovmm. 1 
" will dil'ide the fpoil: my lull: Ih:oU be fatidied 111'0" them. lJill 
"dr ..... n'y rword; my hand fhall dcnroy them. Tbo. ~jl #J- ..... t6 
.. Ih, "ai,,*,. the;" ,""oJ 1"-: they rank •• I<kd in the mighty wa, 
.. I~ Who;' liI.e 11OfO 'I'h~ . 0 Loni ! :alllOllgfl t.ln:<l'oaa ~"'~b", • 
..l.ap. :lV. Vtr. I-H. 

8~. See I'r_ 1n- M_. for " , a..!., ~ I' K .. 1t_ GrHII, p.rM. ck 
l"lhilU. 

4 Hrre we &nd, by _,11111\111\1 procullion, th,/tfIV«;' alleI ,... ... 
• r 



~J:>tcjENT EUROP ~' 

"MuSICAL infhumenu, but clecci;al.lJ wind i"jr/i-
1'1I{1ftl, were roon c;.mploycd in the fervice of religion. 
Anrl the harp or lyre, a j/ri"ltd in)1rUmtn/, was very 
early in ufe among the Gr.t:ci:m chieftains and military 

,bards H . The compofitions of thofc bards, rapid, 
'fubllme, 3Jld wild, were naturally adapted to the 
lyre u ; though they had not the perfect fOl m of the 
11~her od.e. Lhe merit of canfi:ru8:ing which js due 
to the: genius of Pindar l1 , 

BUT before Pindlir, who does not (all within the 
period Iluder review, the G reeks had many cele
brated lylK: poets. Among thoft: Archilochus, Tet

' 'Pander, Stecichorus, aud Alc:tus, are: eminently dil. 
-ringuHhed by ancient Critics: but ::It their writiogs. 
except a few frJgmc:nts, are now loft, I thall not enter 
jnto a di£r~rtation on their reputcd merit " . TWd 

00 .. 

(If t-trr an!} mufic. The rnantO'llm!. t .... in firft (ung hill OM! 

v<' n ,," I 10 unburden hi. mind, 01" 10 plufe hit millnf&. He Jlelt 
bruthed thl'1lllgh hi. Red the air to wllieh they Wert :lt1lUled.; and 
when hi. ItIHtrer.fupg hit "erfc., while he 1'\11, d the IIlIIC, p«try 
~ndmu!ic wen rellniled, thOUGh not in lhe rulon of the enmpofCT. 
The f~me thin, happened ill a l7Iore adnnerd ncg~ of p«lry and 
mu6e. The Mili t~ry Bard. origiwD1 (ung Iheir n,.ra, apd .,.(f~ 
" , .. d IlClompanied the fnng ... ith the {"und of tJ,,, 1y..... (Black
",.11 ',1.10 of H_rr, paffim.) IIDI., it wa, [OIInd thlt. good ~I 
mighl ~n I bad "oice, and be li ttle !killed in tl!Uchtng the 1,.,.., ,,~ 

h:uop. the prof,lIion, of pot1...,. and mulic "'~n: {rp;ll1ll .d, I. w. hUt! 
f •• II, (Lett VI .) on the ~Ibbtilhmrat for the Pymilu GameL But 
although the congcllialynlfdllolliwere ftp.lraud, for the plCIfun: of 
the ad;r,i~ of rm:.I}fMlrl' , P oo:try anti Mafic " 'ere ~lIenJly a.'TI)
ci:lott d:lol:loU Ihe Onui.a r.ni'f1i1. Tile Ode "'''';''''l, and ....... ,.,.JH 
"";1£ iI'.li' ~."'I.1 ~~; th .. ugh mat mufic _ not .l ... y .. "'rn!"'(.d 
b)' the poet, nr cucllted dther by hh Tcic. or ~nt. 

8S. Hwn. I1itH1. If 0Ixff. ~!'Iim. 
U, Bbd:wdl, Lift </ H_w. 
81· !Xc. DiJ-•. ,for PiaUt" If f.~ '- Piifo 4r~ F M. de Cl-.a.r-

b,ollOn. fl. • • a, cit. • 
.s. ~}DJl ni thore potu cm:lkd no HI in tlcti:K, tb.o.D in lJ'Tie 

i Bd.Il-_ 

LETTER. 
Vll 
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THE HI S TORY O'Y 

Odes of Sappho, ,he LeJbian poetefs, ~nd (e:"enty of 
Amlt:.reon, tile Tcian bani, furnifh better fO$m fOT 

crilieal examination . 

SAPl'HO appears to h:lVe pofI'cfrcd a foul lIighl)' 

(u(ceptiblc of Jove. and her ver(cs con,'c:y the foft fenti .. 
mcnt in ,'oIUptuou5 e:u:efs ' 9• But Sappho's 101'C 

took an unaccountable dircCl:ion : it wrned upon her 
own (ex. Ami the ardour of this Sapphic paffion, is 
ftrikingly defcribcd in the celebuted little ode. pte .. 

• ompolilialT. But:u:Jl lhdr Ekgier, II _ ell ". their Od!!$, h",,( 
periln. '" in Ib~ eu:r of ! ;m~. or (lI"k. pre,. fO ",bOItifz:-J, 1 /b :olJ Innf. 
c"be an Elegy Q( ... m~ early age; by Oavid, king of Untl, the ;m_ 
mortal Hebt"'" I" .. pt..cl. ""lid Duid lameatcd with ui, lamen_ 
" lalio' over Saul, llZld o.ct J or.l1than hi, COli. "Til! bnuty of 
.. U-,.,.d i, fiain tlpon thy JIi/lD Pw,,: I,.", an tl,,~ mighty f.lleD!_ 
" Tell ;\ nOi ,n Galh. publi.ib it oGt;n the lll'«u Gf Alkd.n, Jea t ile 
.. d~ughl t .. or the Phili/\intl rejoice ; lell tae daughlen of the un. 
u cir~umci{~d triumph. Ye moullIainl of Gilbo., lei there ~ no !k ..... 
" DCitherlct there he r:l.in Up<'lD )'ou, nOr field. of ofi'erinr ; (OT then' 
,. the o.ei!d of the nught), i.o vildJ uil ' ''''ll)', the thidd .f & ul, a.
u thougA he haol not be<:n moiJttcd witb 0>1.. fhm the to11'W1(\ nf the 
.. Daill , fr<>m the LIt of the mi"lu )" the bo. of' Joulthan tl1l'Dcd not 
.. bock. ~lId tbe (\ford of Satlll~IUmrd nct nnpt1' .&luI ~d J Olla • 
.. than were lovdy and p!~ant ;n their li"", and in ,ft.ir Qu.dlllne)' 
.. .... ..., not di"itkd. The)' .. en: [.,.,lfICT t h1Ul . ;ogIel, the,. WCTe 

.. tlroog ... tban lion .. Ye d,ug/lce" of I(nd, WN JI our So.IIJ " '10.,. 
.. cloo.tbed 1ml in fnrlet , w;th other delighu; ... lto pUI <>11 IImarnen!. 
" of gold " lIOn 1(1". ll'pud. Ho .... a ... , he mi, ,,, fdlt:n ;n the midi! 
" .. r the bouk!-O jooathm, tbOli wall Cai ,. ;n thine /I;:" Pl...: • 

.. I &01 dif!,dl'rd for the-c, 1111 hr<>lhtJ'! "'J JlhY...u A..},t.... k .. ,,~I • 
.. _ . Th)·lov( {ormc_a, WIIuderfut"".fo'tz 1M ;"" ..r-",. How 
" arc Ih~ mislay r..uCII, and the ""apo"" of W'V perilbcd !"_ l SuQ. 

t:hap. i .a. 17- 11. 
89. A (",,{m ellt of onf 01 he, p;c«t, c.:..minglr writ tc.a u. caall 

Iii.; ahihin ihem,; fIlaru of her ~taotOtu ch.ll.na-er . 

_ _ _ _ " Cc.de. den mother! ceare to chide, 

*' 1 un 110 more tb.( ~old~1I Ibllltk gllidr; 
.. While Vema (htu, tbrollgh cn:ry glowing 'Kin , 

.. .Alfu", * f)&nW.!o, 70UW '1 ,~~ rri,r." 
Fr'lf. !a, plo. 

1cn<J 



A~CIENT EU.ltOPE.. -..J 
fm'ed and appJauded by ¥nginus. It mar thus be L'~ 
paraphnfed. for it cannot admjl of tta.nftation: __ ....... 

<I Bleil as the Gods the favour'd {wain, 
" Who fitting by thee ttlls his pain; 

U Who hean thee f~ "ho fees thee Unile • 
• j And lip' thy ruby lip the wbile. 
~. When I Ixhold thy blooming chann.s, 
l< My bofom beat. with foft alarms: 
., From vein to vein. a {ubtle flame • 
• , J feel, TIIn thrilling through my fram e ; 
•• My foul is in love'. trwfports loCi'd, 
" My fpeecb is gone, my voiLe islort. 
" Moin languors all my body fcite • 
.. And all my blood coM tremors freeze. 

" A dim fuffufion veils mr eyes, 
" Un~'ontrd founds my ears fu rpriCe ; 
4, My Ihabbing heart beats thick and high; 
.. I fainI, 1 fink, and {tern to dit," 

BUT Sappho's talent for lyric poetry is bd\: dif. 
played in her Ode to Venus ; one of the mon beilUti
Iul poems that antiquity has left us, and which has 
been tran(latc:d into Englilh verfc: with all the fi re, 
(pirh, and flow of the .origin:f,l llO .. 

" 0 ~renus ~ beaut)' of the Ikies. 
.. To whom a thoufand temples Tife: 
" Gaily f, lCI: in geode fm ilC'l, 

"Full of love-perplexing wiles • 
.. 0 Goddeu ! frOn1 my heart remove, 
.' T he " 'aCting UIU and pain. of Love. 

" If ever Thou hift kindl), heard 
t. A fong iu fl'ft ~firef~ pceferi-'d. 

90. rhi. tnllDltiOll }",an the DIIm of Ambrof", Phil!". but i. 
fUJlpofed to luv .. ~ cuculcd 'bYlokph Add""n. kc "'anon'. 

Al"''' In GnU •• '!I P.p. vuL • • 
Dd) "Pro. 
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,~ r.:--Jl 
f' 'Propitious to my tu~utIVOW'; 
., 0 gentle Godddl! hear me !TOW: 

" Dc:fctnd., thou bright i~mortaJ pen! 
t' In aJr tliy radiant Ht~s ca~; 

" Thou once did"ft ltat't Alirrigiity-J OY1!:, 

" And a[l th~ golden roofs a~ ; 
., The ear tlly wanTOn fparrows eire", ; 

!' Hovering in air, Inc) lightly fkw, 
" A, to my bo(1,'er tht"}t \ving'd'their w!f! 
I ' 1 fl\\· thbr quivering pinions play. 

"The birds djrnJif~'d. w!iil~ you fem'!du, 
.. Bore back thtir-empry caf again .; 
" Then you with 1001'..5 divinely mild, 
.. In ('Vcry he:l,venly feature fmiled, 
" And 3'I1t'd what new 'complaints 1 nlade, 
" Ahd why I caU'd you to my lid? 

.. What frent)' in my barom raged' • 

.. And tiy wlut cure to be alful~eG t 

.. Wh3t gentle youth. I would allutt', 

., Whom in my arrful toils fec;uft >_ 
•• Whn don thy lender heart fubdue 1 

" Tell me, my Sappho! tell mc who? 

"Though now he thull') thy longing arm., 
.. He foon fhall court thy flighted charms; 
.. Though now thy otft'rinb'S he defpiCe, 
.. H e foon ro Ihee null facrifice; 
~, Th0l.\&h no .. ·· he frttu, he Coon lhaJJ burq, 
.. And, be thy viCtim in bis turn, 

" Codefiial Vifitant! once more 
., Thy needful prefence I implore; 
.. In pity come and eMe my grief. 
IO ·Bring my difitmper'd foul relief; 
.. F.llvour thy [uppJia.ot's hidJr" firts, 
"And gil'e me all my foul deWt$." 

8 .-
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rA'~Actf'£ON, thougn not devoiit of feelIng, diverted 
t1te anxitties of love by mirth :and wine. And he has 
£i\'cn us more penea examples of gaily amorous and. 
jI:l\·ial fongs, than :lny author in :lOcient or modern 
times. His :Jk:gori C:&1 imagery i5 altogether magiC3l. 
Vel!us and Cupid, the Graces and the Mufe&, are 
perpetually at his comnunJ.. And he has employed ' 
lhem;in a manner that m urt for ever excite :tdnrira
fi on, and communicate pleafure. H e was the poet of 
tarte and of convi\'iality j 2nd although he lived in an 
age, when pclitenefs was little under/toad in Grettc, 
no po!!' t c\'er had .the talent of turning a compliment 
with more elegance, or of more powerfuJly awakening 
focial joy. His jovial fongs. llowcver, it mld't be 
owned, -bin'e often a tendency to immerfc the foul in 
fcduality. But thofe of the complimcnt2ry can :lre 
generally free from fueh blame. I (]13.U, therefore, 
;mempt to imi!Jte his Ode to ' VOMA!', 39 a f)!Cci mcl1 
of his manner of wfiting ; 

.. To all Creatures of the Earth 
.. Bounteous Naturr, at lIlI:i r birth, 
" Gave the aids, or gave the arm~ ; 

.. To fecuT(' their li\'es from hums, 
" To the Bull the front of fled , 
.. To the Horf .. the horned heel; 
•• Swiftnefs to the timorous Hare. 
"'Fur and fury to the Bell'; 
,. To the Pard the deathful paw, 
.. The Lion the dtvonring jaw; 
" M,.. /f the unronquerable mind : 

.. What for WOMAN' w3s!lehind? 
.. lA<vrly W',mtJlJ ! Yet ill fl Clre 
.. Nature had one prcfent mon: ; 
.. Thee Ole gave tht 11X.(~r Itl '~lJrm.: 

.. Beaut)' al l thing> (:ao diral'm." 

J 'II ALL afterward have occaGon to trace the farther 
progrefs of L yric Pettry, and to cfiimate the meril of 

D d 4 Pindar. 



P.p.T t. Pindar. In the: mean time t Qt~l tranfcrihe one 9f hi' 
'"'-r-' Olympic odes, as tran{lated by Gilbert Weft, for the 

value of the fe.~.ciRlents it conveys, 

STllOI'HE. 

~ T o wi~d-bound marinenlt mofi welcome ~Iow 
.. T-ne bret:zy Zephyrs through the whifil ing {brouds: 

,~ Moll wtkome to the thirlty mountains flo~ 

.. Soft £howtn, the pearly Daughtml of the Clouds ~ 

" And wben on virtuous toib tbe Gods bdlow 
.. Sllccefs, moll welcome found mdliftuous Odcs; 

" \Vhofe numbel"! ratify the voice of Fame, 
. ~ And to illufbious wortb infure a lafting nan1e. 

A NTlSTt.OV!:l!. 

" Such fame, fuperior to the hofiile dart 
" Of C'ankt:r'd envy, Pifa'~ chief attends: 

"Fain would my m~fe :h' immortal boon impart, 

"Th'immortal boon which from high HC"3ven defcen~ 
• t And 11\,11', infpir'd by Iieaven, thy valiant heart, 

I' Agdid:lInm! [he to fame commtRds ; 

~, Now add5 the Ol"llamt:nt of tuneful praift, 

" And decks thy O.'i'llr C' I1V,'" with fweedy foumling 11),s. 

£ " OD£ . 
"But \\hile thy hoM ~chievemeuta I r t htal"k, 

"Thy YO lllhf'l l vi/Jory III Pifa's fand, 
t< W ith thee partaking in thy fric;ndly ver(e, 

" Kot unrega,ded £hall tl),v Lo~r is fiand . 
• , Th C"n baOt, ye 1\l",ftS! join the ellonl band 

" Of ft:Oive youths uPOj, [he Locrian plai.n : 
" To ;.: n ullc1viliz d, and fava6e land, 

•• Think not I n OV{ invite your virgin train; 

"Wh~re "(frb,.r~N~ i3,,~,a"'r and foul Jijdtzi" .. . . 
.. Of )bI"ioll YIChU'J bf}p,/tI"" Iqr" " 

iI Proml'15 the Nu",,,.trtd and ;".bum,,/( f:.VtJI·l~ 
•• To ,Jri<!'r tiN j!rlJ"lu j""", his ,h .. rlifo M.1r9 '. 

,t I kut' _Unu,. had o,,,lioll to) remuk. in oppoSition 10 Mr 
M:!r".d,lI.ll'\ hi, ccw:lju:or Mr. Wnod, that ',.JIhODgh the carly OrtU;1 
.,..).ik ~""'ho.foll'[ ,,~~ hu{piublc, .n ~ ..... ~;".,." • ., ;. ~IIJIJ ";p..ftJ 
And I hne t.s,e f.tiJ;ldioD to.find Piod:lr, IlD t'llli,lllt'nN Gr«k", 0: 

ill. r..me 0.pulion: ,'. • 
'~A natio. 




