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PERIOD THE SECOND: , 

From the Acceffion of GEORGE the Filft, to the Commencement 
of the South Sea Scheme; 

CHAPTER. THE NINTH. 

Gmeral Stflte of lIlt EurDpean Powtr] III tht D toth of QUWl All/It, with rifPd l 
10 "ui,. I.clinatio" (lr Cz/H'dIJ /0 proMote or objiruB 'he Aad/id/l Of George the 
Firjl.-Stllie of Crnll /JrikUII.-CluIrIJEler 0/ Ge.rge ,lie Firjl-lIol (o/tufa/ea 
10 promote !til C(Zuft. 

N o prince ever arcended a throne under more critical clfcum{tances, and 
with lefs appearance of a quiet reign, than George the Firft; whether 

we confiderthe fiate of the European powers, the fituation of parties in Great 
Britain. or his own cha.ratl:er. 

Moft of the European powen were at this critical junaure, from motives 
of prejudice, alliance, or perfonal diflike. averfe to the interells of tHe deeror 
of Hanover; and thoCe who had not taken a decided part againft him, with 
tbe exception ofPruffia and Holland alone, were indifferent, or incapable of 
fhewing tl}eir friendlbip. . • 

Although Louis the Fourteenth had guaranteed, at the peace of Utrecht, 
the ~ of the bauft of Hanover to fucceed to the crown of Great Britain, 
and ... the demir. of Aru>e lilod acknowledged George the Firft, yet it 
~ .~ known that . his attachment to the Roman Catbolic rdigion, 
hi> jealouty of England, and • rpirit of magnanimity which he g=tly aft"eet
cd, would lead Itirn to aaift, if poftible, the unfortunate pril)ce, whom 
ne had once pu1?licly received as the lawful fuccC'fiOr' of James the Se· 
condo Though too much exbaufted by the late war, to follow his inclina~ 
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the Pretender wi~hin his dominions; and ' fhould any domeftic inCun;ediom 
t:lkc place, fo as to give hopes of fuccefs, be W.tS ready to pour in the whole 
force of Frailt'C ro pfamote a refiorntion. 

Spain, at thi !> pcnod, was little morc than a province of France, and her 
foverdgn Philip the Fifth a8:ed in perfect fubordination to the will OJ his 
gmndfatllcr Louis the 'F~urteenth, to whofe affiftance he was princip:dly 
inJcb!c:d ~or the crown. He nou rillicd a violent antipathy to the eleCtor 
of Hanover, and though prudence and neceffity induced him to acknow
ledge him king of Great Britain, yet his principles and wiOles inclined 
him to favour the Stu:trts. 

John the Fifth reigned in Portugal, a prince who potfelfed greater talents 
and aClivity than any of the fovereigns of the line of Braganza. Rut he was 
alre:tdy involved in a war with Spain, and" though he had fame confidence
i:a the promifes of afflf\.ancc from George. yet he depended more on the me
diation of France, and was, of courfe, liahlc to bt biaffcd hy tlie cabinet of 
VerfaiJles. 

The emperor Charles the Sixth, the head of the hd'ufe of Auftria, d; fap
pointed as well as incenfed at the manner in which the peace of Utrecht lIad 
been concluded. maintained a gloomy rcferve with refJ)eCl: to the affairs of 
England, and might fairly be fuppofed rather inimic:tl than otherwife to the 
intcrdl.s of. G eorge. whole growing influence in Germany, he watched with 
a jealous circumfpcCtion. H e well knew that the pa1iy in England, whicll 
fuyoured the acceffion of the houfe of Brunfwict, _was extremdy weak, and 
believed that the Elector himfelf w:ts inditferent to his elevation , and on 
thefe accounts he was unwilling to offend his competitor by too great an op-: 
pofition \0 his intcrd l: *. In confequence of thefe" motives? "he refufed t, at 
the PC3.(OC at Ranad t. t.o guaranty the fucce.ffian ot the family ofGeorg~ the 
Fira-to tile crown of G reat Britain. 1 

Th(' man powerful among rbe German princes W1S Frederic 'Villiam king 
of PIuiIia, who was included in the: entail. of the aCt of Cettlemr:nt, anti who 
had efpoufed Sophia Dorothea, the dau~hter of George the Firll:. VpolY'the 
fira. news of Anne's illne&., he: repaired"co Hanover, and O1{fured "his fctber
jn.~l"wl cht. e:lr:Clor, that he would amft him with 'aU his fbrcts ~o nwn
ta.i~ his title to the BriLiIb thronr:. But the 'ruman monarch hAd. nOt 
·).'c:t c:ftabliOled, on. a firm bafis~ his great fyJ\em "at military ta,8.ics. :u\d his 
wllole force· could only tend to preferve th~ eleB:orate of' Hanover) but coulu 
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at o.ftOrd any ~, nfiinancF to the King of Great Britain ill refining ex. 
tUnal enemios. or curt,ing internal oppofitio~ 

The United P~vincCSi enfeebled by exertions above their ftrength, beilding 
under Q. vaft load oftlcbt. confidering thcmfelves lhamefully dcferted by 
England, and unwilling to contraCl: new engagements which might .again 
expofe tbC311 to frefh dangers and new debts, yet were t he only ftate who 
acted with lincerityand fpirit. Confdow thllt the refl:oration sf tile Pretende~ 
would be followccj by a ftrid. union betweeh France and England, which 
might prove JeO:ruttivc to their interelh, they promoted, to the utmaft of 
their power, the accefIion of George th8'Fidl~ and received him, 3S he pafTed 
through '··,(:ir country to tak.e poOeffion of his throne, with every dcmonfira. 
tion of!.-refpcfr and affection. 

Rum ... was juft emerging from Afiatic indolence and barbarity, and riling 
into iropo'ttar.ce under the amazing efforts of Peter the GrC::l.t, who :urcally 
entertained thare jealoufies againft George tile Firft, which afterwards nearly 
broke ou t into open hoftiluies. But:l.t plcfent he W:.\S engaged in a war 
with S\l(tldcn and Turkey; and was not in a fituation cilher to obftrutl-. or 
affift the acceffwn. 

Sweden. involvc-d in a uefuuaive war~~h Ruffia,. Denmark , and Poland; 
in which {he h.\.d loft tlcr faircft provinces, and fecn her veteran {oldiers either 
exterminated or taken prifoners. was no longa in that prouJ lituatioll which 
enabled her to give law to the north': Irritated againft George the Fid\: for 
the claims which he had begun to make on Bremen and ;Verden. Charks the 
Twelfth would have oppofed his accefijon, if his circumftances and fituation 
had permitted. But he was a~ this C(itical moment rdident in Turkey, ufC'
\efsly difplaying thofe infi.anccs·bf romantic bravery ,and inflexible obftinacr, 
which charadcrifed 'rather the leader of a {wage horde of T :l.rt ars, than 3. 

fovcreign of a great and civilized people. 
DenDlark~ under the wjfe adminifiration of F~derjc the Fowth, was jun 

beginning to recover from the uee~ wounds inflicted by a long war with Swe
den. which nill continued; her commerce languifhing, and the rcfourccs of 
the nate almoil: exhaufted. The king nJigbt q>nfidet the acceffion of tis 
~, w~ had long afpiredlP thare tlf. [poils of Sweden, a fortunate occurrenec. 
But D<mm~k. was morel~y to derive a11iftance from George, than George 
to receive., ",y cife4ua.1 !")i::tccour from Denmark. ~fe<.l~ric was at the ben: 
but. a p.1ffive fricnd~ Qnly ~ _~ fituatioll to defend his own te.rritories and 
conquelts. and not tu aCt Qtrenfivdy in his [:1\'our. 
. Poland, under the feeble. dominatiaD of an deClive mo~rch, was declining 
faft in the: political [cale of EuroP" Auguftus the Second W3.$ almoft a 
"pflu,. totally governed by Peter the: Great, to whom he:' owed his re-e£la~ 
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bhlh",..,t. and in no ref pea fuftlocnUy conJid<n.ble td tdfefr the f""cerr ..... 
. E , .... d .. • n n.,_. . . . -:. 

The fmall fO"ereigntie~, and petty republics of Itll¥. were·of little conG. 
deration. 'ff .. 

Tht" Pope, no longer a gtea.t temporal ptmoe, took no a8:ivc 'lhare in the 
gtnerd affainofEurope. Innocent the Thirteenth, however inclined to favour 
the Prctentler, pofl"efi"ed neither infiuence or fttoength fufficient to obflrutl: 
the fucceffion of the ProteRant line; he could only offer an afylum to 
a prince, wl10fe father had fa.crific:ed his crown to his religion; and who. 
after being driven from pJace to phl.ce as an outcaft from fociety, thought 
himfelf fortunate in being permitted to hide his profcribed h~;:od, ~hin the 
capiul of the ecdefia{ticll dominions. . ~ 

, Savoy and Piedmont. from their critical fituation between France and 
the Milanefc, and from the tranfcendent talents and military {kill of 
fevernl fQveu:igus, p:lft iClllarJy Emanuel Philibert, and Charles Emanuel 
the Firfi, had rifen from :l petty principality into confequence. Vi£t:.or Ama
<leu!, the reigning prince, no lefs ambitious and cnterprifing rtltan his 
great predecc{fors, had followed tlleir policy, in Jdling himlelf to thofe 
who bid the higheft for his affiftance and alliance, and in making gradually 
(man acquifitions, which increaftd his ftrength, without giving umbrage to 
his neighbours,_ acting in conformity to a proverb, which he is faid to have 
a;,plied to the Milanefe: U I muil acquirt the Milanefe provinl.."t by province, 
"" as I eat the Jeaves of an artichoke." 

Of all the European fovereigns who' had ' &Cceded to the grand alliance, 
Victor Amadeus alone had reafon to be eoritettted with the mea(ures of the 
Britifh cabinet, Anne had zealoufly excited herfelf in his favour. and 
<>btained for him, at the peace of Utrecht, the kinat'om of Sicily; that part 
of the duchies of Montferrat and Milan, by the ceffion of which I.;eopold 
bad detached him from France, and the guaranty of the fucceffion to the 
erown of Spain, on the failure of tll. male line of Pbilip the Fifth. 
Yet thefe importl.nt advantages ha.d not rati!fi.!d the afpiring vi(:W$ of Vietor 
Amadeus. His confort, Anna Maria, grand-daughter of Charlo the Firft of 
England, and the next in fucceffion aftcr1he chilctren of ]amQ the SeCil'nd, bad. 

. I*"tefted againft the aa or fettlelneDt, IS contni!Y ~/) her right by hCl'edi/ary 
de(cent; .and he confMercd the ded:or of ~ as ufurpihg • crown 
..mch belOnged to his fon. He, th=f'oJe,·1ooked' "itb an evil eye on the 
peaceful accef!ion of George the Firft, and with that verUtility or po~itics 
that III&I'k<d his charafrer, WlU alre:idymeditatin& a return to his old alliance 
with F'.."ce, which he afterw.rds efl'eaed. 

t ~ 
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Such was the general tituation of Europe at the death of queen Anne i 
George h3.d more enemies than friends, and his fole dependance was pll.Ced 
on the (pint and vigour of his pani£3.ns in England; but tbe fiatc of this 
country was not fuch a! to augur fuccefs. 

The reigns of his two immediate predocc{fors bad been ftarmy, difuacted 
with faaions, apd opened a gloomy profpc:C't of a new reign, under a foreign 
fovereign. The contending political parties, exafperatro by long OppofitiOD, 
and all the injurjes attending alternate clc\-ll t ion and depreffioJ1~ expreffoci 
their rancour in mutual accufatio~ and \ irulcnt reproach. . 

The Tories, who, though extrcmdy wwcrful, both in refpelt bf numbers 
~nd property, were cenfurabJe for their arrogance, in pronouncing them
felves. exdufivdy, the landholders and proprietors of the kingdom, reviled 
their opponents as"" fattion which leaned for fupport on the enemies 9f tbe 
church and monarcby, and on the bank, and monied interefl, which was a$ 
they [aid mired by ufury, and fWAded on corruption. 

The Whig< retaliat.ed by charging the TQ1ies, who formed the bulk ¢ the 
nation, IJ\(:J included molt ci the. eQuatry gentlemen :lnd p:1rOcllial clergy. 
with an attachment to (he French, and hatred of the Dutch j with 11.11 tbe 
~ with which tbey loaded the framers of the peace of Ut.I't'c;ht, and with 
favouring the interefu of Louis the Fourteenth, beeaufe he (upported their 
idol tbe Prt:tender. It is a. great injuilice however, to cQnfo\lod, as they 
did, the char:u~\:ers of the Tor1cs and Jacobites j for although l1uny ()f the 
Tories had, from motives of pique at difappoioted ambition, as well as from 
aft"ettiOfl, correfpostded with the ,ourt of St. Germ.ains, y~t it did not follow 
that they .11 uniformly entertained the fcheme of reftQriolg tbe de\,luoned 
&milX: Yet the inculpation was.not dho'died of all the .... of truth; the ge
neral principles of the Tories ttodcd ftrongly to enforce paffive obedience 
and non-refifbnce, and as thay cfiti.pproved the dOarincs which oca.fioned 
the revolution, cenfured hy implication the l'rotdant fucceffion. The Ja
~tcs t~ difappointed in their ·towering hopes, favoured this popular 
miCapp.rchenfion, by endeavouring; to conned the cauCe and ~9ns of the 
Tories with their OWD. '!be ftrong ft;a.twe of diftinction between the Whigs 
a.nd Tories was. that the Tories were williDg to have affented to the ft

fwmption of tbe crown by the Prcteader, if he would ha.ve erp..'braced the 
Ptoteftant ~ua.fion; while the Whigs, armed with jut\. diffideoce and dif.. 
truft, and ooftudetiag I/>e politicol principle, in which he !wi been educate<\. 
no le6 hoftile to their liberties, ~ his faith was to their religious per(ua
Jion, would admit of DO CQUlp«>mitC; DOr 00 ""Y terms ogre< to hi, ..no
n6aa. 
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The Tories welt: reinforced by the Jacabites, who po(fe[ed great credit 
ibro:ujl. a.nd influence at home j who had acquired an unlimited afcenda.ncy in 
the Clam of Scotland, full of refentment,at the ad of union, which deftroyed 
their independenn: j and amoogft the Papifb of Ireland, who formed the 
bulk of that kingdom, and wore attached to their caufe by eveq' tie of religious 
confider.uion. The Whigs, [0 balance the influence of the Jacobites and Ca
tholi("s, had the afIiftanc.:e of the whole body of Diffenters, wHo, irritated at 
the {ellen!), of the fchifin bill, po1!fed under tlle influence: of theTories, hoped, 
from a Proteftant monarch, r.nd a. \Vhig adminiftration, " repeal of that 
law. 

TIle \Vhigs now raifcc.1 thelllfelves from the defpondency into which they 
had been thrown by the me.lfures of the four laft years of the queen, and 
hailed the new reign as the commencement of their triumph. The Toriel, 
dh .. ided and irrefolute, concealed their chagrin in .l. Ole", of fubmiffion, while 
thty meditated new mana:uvres for the aUainment of po.".'cr; and the Ja~ 
cobites, prc('ipitMeo from the exult.ntoU of hope too fondl,. indulged, fub~ 
mitted for the prefent, but reCoIved to embrace the fi.rft opportunityofbreak~ 
ing into open rebellion. 

George the Firft, who, Ly the death ofbis mother, the clearers Sophia.J 

fucceeded to the throne of Great Britain, in virtue of tbe ad. of Settle
ment, waS ii wcula.ted by nature, · difpofition, and habit, to reconcile 
thcfe jarriftg ptttiCII. and remove tbe uafavourable imprcffions, wlWch it was 
·m.tUra! ·ror all people to entertain of a iOreigner, deftined to rule over th~. 
He:,. .. already · fifty~four years of age; and ha.d been lDeg habituated. to-. 
cou't't of adifta-eM..dtfcription from that of England, to manners ~nd cuflOQl5 
wholly repugnant to thofe of his new fubjeds. He was below tbt: middle 
fiature. and his perfon, though well 'propbr~od. did not imprefs dignity or 
refpelt. His co'untella.n.cc was benign. but, "ithout much expreffion; and 
his addrefs aukward. fiC WaJ cafyand &.milw: only in his hours of rdax.a~ 
tion, and to thofe alone who formed his ufual fociely j DOt fond ,of attralliag 
notice, phlegmatic and grave in his public dcportmwJ bating the fplendour 
of majefi.y. ~urming.a()w:ls, &Ad fatigued even with the firft acdamatiom 
of the multitude. This natural rofervc w;u hcight~ned by his ignorance of 
~he language~ of the firfl: principles of the.Eoglifb. conftitutioo, and o£,l tJte 
~t and .~~r of d.'~~ •. ' Without WIiotr the fine arlo, escept mufic. 
>o,ib. rm&1teft lncliniitlOD for pbIite', .. _ ,IDe. of ~1i.:I1IO reafon 

1J-.",.), ~~ • ..,. '.; ... 11' .... £meA ~~o(a.IItOTtr'. 
Oicd tbc.ti.. .j~ae, 171'" oniytwo mtntblbc:iort'Jueen Anne, ill Lht· f,.n. ~ of ber IF' ~ 
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to expeCt: from his influence, that patronage which had attended them in the 
preceding reign . 

It was currently reported that meafures were preparing- to evade the laws 
which excluded foreigners (rom honours and employments. The cx.allq>le 
of WiJliam was not forgotten, wbo by his brgdfes to Bentinck, Zulellein. 
and Keppel, had given fa much umbrage, amI George had feveral mifirefft:S, 
of whom two the man favoured were expected to accompany him to En&

.land, with :I. numerous train of Hanoverian followers, eager to rha~e the 
fpoils of tbe promifed lalld; to fet up a court within a court, and an in .. 
terell oppofite to the true interefi: of Englapd. It W:l! al(o ma\icioufiy cir
culated, that he was· indifferent to his owo (uceeffion, and (carcely 
wi1ling to fuetch out a h:md to grafp the crown within his: reach ; a report 

'which materially le!fened his- influence in foreign courts, and tended to pro
'duce reciprocal indifference in the EI1g1ifu, But he had excellent qualities 
for a fovercign, plainnefs of manners, flrrtp1icitr of character. and benignity of 
temper; great application to bunners, extreme exa.tl:ne[s Ut 'diftributing his 
time, the ftri8::dl a:conomy in regulaclng his revenue;: and, botwithftanding 
his military {kill and tried valour. a love of peace;: virtues, however, which 
requif«t time before they were apPreciated, and not of that fpecious C!tft to 
captivate tbe multitudc:. or to mire th~ tide of popularity, 

From this reprefentation, it appear'> that few drcumftances concurred to 
{Avour his quiet acceffioft j -and yet no fon ever fucceeded his father on the 
throne, after an uninterrupted fuc,effion of a long line of anceftol1, with 
greater tranquilUty than Geo~e the Firft, This fuccefli was principl1ly 
owing to the abilities, prudence, aCtivity, and forefight of the great Whigs. 
'and to the precaut10hs which they haJ'alwa)'s taken, and now toole, to pro· 
mote fhe (ucceffion in the Proteftant line, with whom the Hanoverian agtnts 
in London corlitrted their rhode of conduCt, and to whom the elefror tW' 
Hanover, from the 'firft new; he received ofthe queen's death,~whony reftgned 
himfe1f and hi, caur~. . 

€hlfotCr ,. 
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I'foatdj"ls ill ParliiJ",tnl 011 the Dtalb 0/ (111m. AmJt.1-,AtujfiOJJ of Glorlt tid 
Firjl.-"TranJ.Eti01tJ al HaH01Jt?".-Artju/ Po/ic) of the Kit,!, in hi; CondulIrf 
tAf rwo Parti~!.-His Arrival jn ENg/llnd.-Formation 0/ a Wltig Milujlry. 
-JYalpoJe Paymajltr of 'he F()f'((s.-Invettrory 0/ PtlT'ties. 

T HE queen had no Cooncr expired, than the great officcn of the realm. 
. in whom the regency bill had vdlcd the executive power, together witb 

certain peen, appointed by the ejeCtor of Hanover. in three jnftruments 
written by h~ap.slf; [ook. u}JOn themlelycs, as lords jufiiccs, the admin.iftra
tion of affairs ~ill the arrival of t~ qew fovcreign, and fummoned tbe pnvy 
council. 

George was proclaimed king, with the ufu:11 folemnities., in the cities of 
London and WeA:minftcr; no diforQer was committed, or oppo6tian made, 
and. the carl of Dorfet was difpatchcd to carry to Hanover the news of his 
inaUSU"'tioo, and t9 .tWld him to England. n. proclamation took plate 
"'th equal tranquillity at E<linburgh and Dublin. 

00 the Sucday, when the queen died, the parliament rn~t purfuant to the 
ad; which n:gu1a.ted the fucceffion. Sir Thomas Hanmer. the fpcaker, being 
abkQt, Bromley, fccr:t:uy of fiatt, ~oved that the hou[e lhould adjourn to 
Wednefday; but tir B..icruu-d On.1low opP,9figg this motion, ftOm the conGder· 
&t¥>D that time W~ t'bo precious to ~ jpft at (0 crit~ .jWlcture, propofed, 
that the houfe lhould adjourn only to the M>lIowi.qg _ming, Whldj was 
carried. The three fu«ee<jjng days hei~ occupied in taking tbe oat .... 0<1 

the 5th the lords jufUces came to tbc houfc of ~-. tbe chancellor, in their 
~ made • fpeech, declaring that lloq had, in virtue of tbe ad of fettle· 
ment, and in cOIUund.io.o witIJ. prciIttt~ proclaimed the eleaor of 
Hanover king; and as fever&!: branchtl of the public revenue had e.xpired brthe 
demlfe of tbe queen, recommended the I&qafe of commons to make fucb pl"O* 
vi60ns as were requi6te to fuppon the dipityand honour of the crown -. 

Both h~ unanimouny agreed to addre4h of condolence for the death 
of queen Anne, and of congratulatio. on the accellion of the king; and 

when, 
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when, in the houfe of commoaa. the Cecretary of ftate, in moving the addre&. Cbapt~ .... 
expatiated on the great 10C, which tbe nation. had fuftained. Walpole fe. .,,' .. 
conded the motion, but propofod u to add fomethmg more fubftantial ~...., • 
than words, by giving affwanccs of making good aU parliamentary funds;" Walpole fup. 

pom the 
and On1\ow, member for Surry, ~, that the force of the addrer, mOt10n for 
ooght to confift. not in condolcoce only, but congratulatioot. and in <In addref •• 

aJI"uring the -king of their firm refolution to fupport his uncioobted title 
to the crown, and to maintain the public credit. The Whigs aCted with 
extraordinary prudence at this emu: For when the renewal of the civil lift. 
was brought into the Idwer houfe. the Tories. under pretence of Cl(traor. 
dinary zeal for the new government, propofcd one million, which wu 
£. 300,000 more than the revenue of the late queen. But the king's. friends, 
apprehenivo-lbat the Tories aCted infidioufly, either with a view to conciliate 
favour. orp the purpore of reproaching him afterwards, as oppreffing the 
nation.by a bigher rel-'cnue than his prcdecdfor had cnjoyed, did not fecond, 
the motion, and it was dropped. A bill pa(J'ed, fixing the fame fum which 
had bceJl granted in the Jut reign, with two additional c1&Ufes, moved by 
Horace Walpole, fOr the ' payment of arrears due Jo the troops of Hanover, 
ZJyj for a reward of £..I~, ftrom the treafury. to any perron apprehend. 
ins the Pretender. if he fhould attempt to bnd in any part of the Britilh 
dominions. 

The king having returned ltD. .nEver to the :lddrcifes. the lords juO:ices TII( king" 
came again to the houfe of ptm on the ~3d of Auguft, and the cha.nceUor 'Infwu to the 
intimated hit, majcfty's great fatiMailion at the loyalty and a!'ettion which a·ldr .. lTa. 

his fubjech bad difptayed: other loyal addreifel were made in reply ; the royal _ 
a1fent was given by the fords juftices to the money bill.!, and penament 
prorogued to the 2.3d of Scptcatbtr; and thus ended a feffion, which was' 
cooduCted with & degree of tranquillity and unanimit), long unknown to 
tbcir proceedings, aAd feemed to give a happy omen of a quiet and profperous 
reicn •. . • . 

During thefe tbnfaltions, the ey('~ of Europe and the cxpethtions of Eng., Tmn(.nions 

Jand -.cre na.turltly dik'8::ed to Hanover. On the 26th of July. the carl of at H,nO\'er. 
Claren4Q$ .. a zcalO\lS T'Ory, wilo was appointed envoy extraordinary from the 
q\KCn, hid amved in that capital; but it was nol tilt the 4th of J\uguft fh"at 
he received his iirft audience at the palace of Hercnhauren , At this inten·iew 
the eledor affeC\:ed tet repofe the -highell confidence in the promi~~ of the: 
queen, expre1TeJ a fenfe of the obligations which his family owed to her, and 
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profCffcd hiasfelf unu:quainted with Ih. demand mad. by the ,Ied",(" « 
the writ for calling his fon to the houfc of peers·. Craggs, who had been (cnt 
with I.e account of the queWs dang~rous inner'!, arrived there on the 27th, 
and inftantly went to Hereohaufen with the letter from the privy council j 

and on the C.lnlC night three: + ot~.-eocprc{fes c:tme over, two to thl:" king. 
-and onc to parendon, with tlie news dr'the que«n's death. 011 the recdpl o( 
this intdli~cet the king fummoned his council; and baron Polnitz. who 
was at Hanover, adds, U maDf people were lJlc.lfcd to fllY, th:l.t the elea or 
hdilated whether he fhould accept of the auguft dignit}' ; but for my p:trt. 
I f __ y th:lt the voyage to England was more the fubjt:Cl: of the LOU neil's 
deliBeration, than the queftion whether [he crown fhould be accepted ~ .. 
, When the council was over, he was complimented on his acccffioll ; :ln~1 

gave order!> 1'0 make preparations for his dcparture, which ht jotlidoufly 
deL1.yed. that he might obtain fr6m Engiand fuch informa.tion- ~ w'ould .ft him in the difficult ta!k. of forming a new adminillration, which he 
managed with gre_,prudence and dexterity. 

Geol'ge had already C'ondutl::ed himfelf with (0 nm("h addrefs. that Cla
rendon does not appear to have entertained the frttallcfl: (uijlid'ol1 of any 
difilldination to the Tories; nnd Bernfdorf and (;ocrtz, his two pnncipa.1 
minifren at Hanover, correfponded Tefpeaivel'y with each party. Bernfdorf 
efpoured the Whigs. Goertz the Tories, fa that each parly entertainec1 
hopeS of being called into office. The e::rpecbtions of the Tories were !till 

, futher nifed by the conuutl:: of Halifax, who, tiifAppolnted of ~be office of 
lord high trea.furer, by the infiuen(e of Townfhcnd, propared ~e formation 
of a motlcy miniftry, recommending, among other Tories, Bromley to be' 
chancellor of the excht'C}\'lcr, a.nd Sir Thomas Hanmer ODe of the tellers, 
The hope that the king would accede to' this, or fame other arrangement, 
anu their U dependance on real credit and fubl1::lotiaJ power under the new 
governmeat I/," kept the Tories in fufpenfe, and prevented their oppofing 
his efu.blilhment. Yet, though the ~ing, did not fcem averfe to their 
caufe~ be appears at that very time to ha. ... e formed, with the advice of 
8othmar, his agent in London, an 'ldtniniftration· entirely of W'higs, 
but of rhis he gave no public indication till af~r his arrival..lt the 
Hague, which occalioned a report, that he was not before decided from 
which party he fhouJd fel~a: a cabinet. At the H:tgue, the afcendancy 
of the Wbigs was manifdt, by the publication of the appointment of 
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Townfhend to be fecretary of fiate, with the power of nominating his col· Chaptl!l' l~ 
league. In faa, Horace Walpole·, the brother in law and C'onfidenti::Ll {cere- J1'4-
tary of lord Townfhend. by whore recommendation Stanhope was afterw:trds '- • ~ 
affodated with TownOlend as [eeretary, pofilively denies that it-was ever the 
king's inten\ion to for'!l a Tory adminifiration. 

The moft agree~blt: l.ccounts being tranfmitted by Bathmar. that things 
wore a favourable appearance, the king continued a fortnight l.t the Hague, 
receiving the aff'eCl:.ionate congratulations of the frates, and the compliments 
of the foreign minifters. and rettting with the Wlngs the mode of his future 
condutl:, and the memben. of the new admini!hation to be appointed on his 
arrival in England. 

At fix in the afternoon, on the 18th of September, amidft a large can· Arrival of 
courfe of nobility and gentry, George tile Firft landed at Greenwich. He the kinC' 
particularly diftinguifhed the Whig lords, did not pay the fmalleft attention 
to Ormond and Harcourt, and only fiightingly noticed Oxfurd, who was on 
[he following morning admitted to kifs his hand. ' 

The appointment of the new adminiftration had been already announced Ne .. mini
by previo\Js arrangemenb. The lords of the regency declared Addifon their {try. 
feeretary. and ordered all difpatches to be forwarded to him; to the great mor-
tification of Bolingbroke, who was obliged to nand at the door of the <;oun. 
eil with hi ... papers, without obtaining admittance. On the 2.8th of Auguft, 
nil cxprcfs had arrived from Hanover, bearing orders from the king fer 
removing Bolingbroke from his office of (eerttary of fiate; the difmiffion was 
;1.ttcnded with evident marks of di[pleafure from the lords of the regency, 
Shrewfuury. Somerf('t, and Cowper taking the fe:ll s, and locking the doors of 
his office ; and on the J 7th of September, before the king's arrival, Townl'hend 
was [worn principal fecretary of {tate in his pl:r.cc. Stanhope was appointed 
th(' other fecretary; Cowper, lord chancellor; Marlborough, commander in 
chief; 'Vh:lrtoll, privy fC:lI; Sunderl~lnd. lord lieu tenant of IlCJand j Halifax, 
firfl lord commiffioner of the t~afury; Devonlhire, lord fteward of the 
houfdlOld; Orford, firll. lord commifTloner of the :ldmiralty; Somn[r:t, 
ma(ler of the hone j Walpole. paymaQ-er of the forces, and,many of his 
friends provided for in fubordinate offices. The principal employments 
were filled with Whigs i Shrewfbury. who had been the o1b:nfiblc means 
of defeat ing the (chemes of Bolingbroke, having rcfigncd the high trufls 
of lord treafurer, and lord lieutenant of ireland, was conftitutcd groom 
of .the ftole , and the o~y Tory who was admitted into a high department, 
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and treated with uny degree of con6dence, was Notlingham. who was de-
dared prdident of the council. A new privy council was appointed, and a 
cabinet formed, confifting principally of Marlborough, N ottingham, Sunder· 
land, Halifax, Townfhend, Cowper. Stanhope, and Somers, who, on account 
of his -incrcafing infinnities, was im:apable of filling any altivc department. 

The kmg. or T:lther Townlhend and Walpole. to whom the formation of 
the Ilew minifrry was prinCipally attributed, have been fevereiy cenfured for 
excluding the Tories, and confining all places of truft and confidence ex-du
lively to the Whigs, thus making the monarch the leader of a party, infic3.d 
of fovereign of his people at large. 

It may not be improper to remark, th:1t in treating of paft events, writers 
are too apt to form ajudgment of things according to principles of thL'Ordicat 
juftice or fancied perfeCtion, without confidering the temper of the times, or 
making fufficient allowance (or the powerful operation of opinions and pre
Judices. When we conCutt contemporary "ccounts, we find dmt [0 great was 
the inveteracy whicb fubfifled between the Whigs and Tories, that neither 
would have been coutent with leCs than the whole power,; and [uch was the 
temper of the nation at the time of the kjog's accelfion, and the animofity 
derived from the dan) of civil and religious opinions, that it would have 
been impracticable to form a ftable coalition between the two parties. In 
taCt, the fcheme of uniting the \Vhigs and Tories was incomp:.tible j for even 
fo Lue as 1742, when Pulteney attempted to form his new adminiftration on 
a.n extended ant.11iheral principle, he would not venture to introduce many 

- Tories j he declared that the bafis of the minifl:ry mull be a. '''hig trunk. en
grafted with Tory brancbcs j and that gradu:uly the grafts would becomc more 
:1nd more numerous and thriving. Nor was it till 1]441 when the Junction 
ludit:roufly called the Broad Bottom was arranged , that the great bodies of 
WbIS~ J.nd Tories could be brought heartily to coalercc . 



itR ROBEllT WALPOLE. 

CHAPTER THE ELEVENTH, 

17 1+-J 7 16• 

Rift nil C".raDtr of LDra 1'oWlIlltIuJ.-!n/iflfOCY with Walp~k.-Mrttj"g rf' 
Iht lIew Pnrliammt.-Willpolt tllku Ihe LeaJ.-Dro'U/5 up ,n, &pori Df 1M 

Jetret ComflliJlee.-Ma1lages t)u I"'~aclmltnt of BoHngbrQ/tt-OrmtmJ and 
Oxjurd.-Mo/Y.Jes f or Ilttll COlldu8.-Rebellj(}~.-His Aflivjty and Sm,dces. 

, -Appoi"uJ F;rjI Lura of the 1retZ/llry. flnd Chollcel/or 0/ ' he E.u/wl'lcr.
Prormiinls iff Parliat'Unl,-i'rial and ExutI./;on of lit( R dels. 

C HARLES Vifcount Townfhend, who now took the Jead in the 
, adminiiJption, was eldeft fon of 'Sir H oratio Townlhend, who was fo 

highlJ inftrumcntal · in ro~arding the doration of Charles the Second, 
that ii 1682. he was created a peer. Chanes took his feat in .the home 
,<I _ in 1696, and being of • Tory family, attaChed him(e1f (0 ftrongly 
to thit party, that he figncd the proteli refpeCting the itnpe:t.ehmcnt of the 
Whig lords. But his zeal for the Toties foon abated, and eVel\ took a contrary 
direCtion, to which the reprerentations and conduCt of hi, friend 'Valpole 
greatly contributed. He then attach4fl himfelf to Some!"!, and aCted fo cordially 
With the Whigs, that when William formed a new adminiftrntion, pnnc;:ipally 
cornpbfed of that party. a tumour was confidentially circula.ted, th., be \filS 

3.p'p?inted privy feal •. 1ft. 1706, he was nominated one J rbe commiffioners 
for te.'tt1ing the union with Scotland '; in 17°7. captain of the yeomen of the 
queen's guard, and in J 709. accompuied the duee of Mirlborough to Gertruy .. 
denberg. as joint plCllipoteDtiary, to opena negotiation for peace with France .. 
be was deputed in the fame year emhatI'ador extraordinary to the dates gene .. 
qt, and concluded with them the 'barrier treaty. Soon after the ohange of 
the Whig adminiftration he refigned his e'mb:Uf),. was rema.td from his 
-poft of captain of tht jeomen, and cenCured by the Tory houfe of com'" 
mollS for baving ligned ,that treaty. During the early part of th~ reign' of 
tluec:n Anne, on account of his yoillH, he had a.C\:cd only a fubordinate' 
part. and _ jlot con6dered ' as one of the great leaders of the Whig 

r, 
• .Lotter iom. Hcaty 8lIuMI to I..obert 'W~Ie, February 3. 1701-:1 . 

.s 

" Chapa It. 

',14 tOf,1( 

'. "" 



"~I Period n. 
'''~ •• to I 720. ..... --~ . --

"'''pole's in· 
rm.acy with 
Townlbend. 

rJE"'OIRS ()F 

inlereCt. but toward! the elate of that reign, his fervices and tlccifive conduCl 
ra..ifed his confcquence; and he gained great acccffion of character. with hi~ 
party, on heing profecuted at the C:l.me time with the duke of M .ulhorough . 

Though nnturally of flow parts, he had acquired from long expe-r;cnce, the 
talent that fClulcred 11i01 an ahle man of bufinef5, wluch W.lS the fole objl!ct 
of his ambition j he wa~ rough in manners, impatient of contrad iftion, of a ran~ 
SUlne Jilpofilion, impetllol1s, and overbearing; though inckg:UJt ill l;lOguage:. 
and often-ijcrpl..:xcd in argument, r et he fpoke len.fibly, <lnd with a thorough 
knowledge of his fubjea·. H e:: .... as generous, highly difinkre!l:ed, of un. 
blemifhcd integrity, and unfuHicd h~our': initiate-d in diplomatic trar.fac
tion-; during the congrcfs at Gcrtrurdenbt-rg anll the Hague, he l:herilhcd 
too greal an auachment to negotiatiotl, and fOlid of vijion:lry fchemes,. \' a .. 
too apt to propore bold and decifi,'c meafurc"-, which the, more tet1lpetale and 
pacific difpofitipn of Walpol~ was continually employed ill cou!\tcratling. 

During the two month~, which immediately pr~'ceded the que'.."n's death', 
alld r~ inlcr..-al whidt enfueu be!ween that c, elH and the arriVal of the king, 
he- feerns to have fecured and governed T Bothmar, J.nd the other Haooverian 
l'IgCnts in England j to have fupplanted Sunderland and Halif.lx, and to have 
obtained I he entire confidence of the king, of which lie had pre\'ioufly auquired 
a very d,!l:ingui£hed 1h1re, by 11is great reputation for integrity ~nd talents, 
by the recom~tion of penGonary Heinfius, Slinge1andt, :l.ud other lcadiD¥> 
men of the Dutch republic, and by his Wliform adherence to the caufe of 

~ . the .Prt)tefiant fucceffion. -
Ai early and intimate connection h:ld been formed between Townfhe~d 

and Walpole j ther were di!l:antly related, neighbours in the lame county, 
and educated at the (ame (chool; they joined the fame party, act ed under 
the fame leaders, underwent the fame perf~CUtiOns1 and co-operated in the 
r ... me oppofition. The marrfage which Townfhend had contracted wilb Do-
1'oth), Walpole, in 1713, drew elofer the bonds of amity, and added an union 
of blood to the connection of party. 'WaJp<)le had perfocmed too m:wy 
eifential fentl:es to the HanovoC:f family, and \liM too able a. fpeaker in the 
houfe of commons, not to OI;cupy & cliftinguiO)e<i" lituation at tho accef. 
fion of .George the Firft, and his conneCtion with Townfhend facilitated his 
promotion. Soon after the landing of the kiJ;Jg, he was appointed, aa I lD,vs:: 
.ueady mentioned, paymane, gen<:ral of the force .. to which w~ added th~ 
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paynuftcrOUp af Chelfca. hofpitai; very lucrative employments. in which he 
conlidcrably improved-his fortune. 

. A dlifolution tak.inr; pla.ce on the 5th of January, the new parliament met 
on the 17th of March, and a great majority were Whigs. The temper of 
the governing party, in regsrd to the p'rofecutlon of tbe Tories, ar.p the refow 
lution of caUing the itte miniftry to account, evidently appeared from the 
proclamation for diffolving the parliament. I The addre[s of the lords con
taj,ned expreffions higbly injurious to the queen's memory, and warmly con· 
dcmneu tl= peace, and me.afures of the late adminiftration. But the addrefs 
of the commons was full ftrollger. U The [peaker having reported to the houfe 
the king'$ fpeech, 'Valpole exp!ltl:\tcd upon the great hlJ)Jliaefs of the nation, 
by his majefty's fea,fon.abJe accdIion to the crown j recapitulolted the mifma
nagcments of the four Ian years, ;mc.1 concluded with a motion for an ad
dre[s of thanks to the ling, conformable to the {everal heads of the fpeecb ft ... 

The Illotion being carptd with onty one diffenting voice, 1t was drawn up 
by Walpole. and contained thefe ftMpg c:pl'effions t: "lot is with jun re
fentment we obferve. that the Pretender {bll relidei in Lorrain" and that he 
has tbe prefum.~tioA. by dcdarations from thence, to fiir IIp your tnajeill's 
fubje8:s to rebeUide'; but that which mifes ,the ulmofi: indignation of your 
commons is, that it apveBfS therein, that his hopes were built upon the mea
fUFeS that had been taken. for fome time paft. in Great Britnin. It. (ball 
be our bufinefs 10 trace out thofe mealures whereon he placed his hopes, 
IIhd 10 bring lhe llJIthors of tltem 10 cOltdign pJmijllment." Part of this addrer~ 
being warmly oppofed by the Tory mc.wbers. on the grounds of its b~ing a. 
re6eaien on the late queen.,,: Walpole obferved, t" that nothing was farther 
from their intentiona, than to afperfc' th~ late qUACn; that they rathe, dc
fsgned to VlnWcatt her memory. by upofing and punilhing thofe evil couu~ 
Cel1<m. who had thrown o,n that good, pioU5. ao4 well-meaning princcfs. all 
the ~ and odi_ of their counfel,," He .adod, .. !hat t.\I4y muQ oJIf
tinguin- Between cenruripatminif!ers, ADd condemrung tllIC: pe~ ~ ge!lcral. 
and condemning pirticuw- perfons. il'ha.\l.bey might, in equitya06Jwtice, 
do the firft, becaufe the whole nation was alroady lC:olible that ,their 1lotlo\u 
and true interelt had been facrificed by the late peace; tbat i\1 due time 
they would call tJ'lCm to account, Who made nnd advJfed futh a peace i but 
God forbid !hey lbouJd ever condomn any perf on unheard," 

Walpole. fhewed, in a. [ublequent debate, his judgment 00 IdS than bis 
zeal. For when Sir William Wyndham endeavoured to ."ovc tbat tht" 
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kins's' proclamatiuntw'as of dangerous conrequences to the very tlemg of p!IJ"

liament, and being callctl upon to explain hilnfdf, but refufing, many mem • 
bel'S exclaimed, U To the Tower! To the Tower [" Walpole, foeereeing. 
that he v:outd acquire popularitJ. OlOuld that meafnre be adopted, obfervcd" 
''t&.l 3m not for gratifying the dctirc which the member, who occafions this 

. greaf dd>ate, Ihev.'s of heing fent to the rower; itlwould make him too 
confidcmble: but as he is :1' young mall of good parts, who fcts up for a 
warm champion of the latc minifuy, and 011<= who WIl5 in aU their reerets, 
1 would wifh him to be in the baufe when we inquire into the-IconduEt of 
his friends, both that he may have an opportunity to defend them, and be a 
witners of the farrt\t:lJ with which we (hall proceed againfi. there gentlemen; 
arid that it may not be (:lid, that we take anyadvanftlge againil them .... 
It was principally O'wing to his i!lfl.uencc, that although Sir William Wynd. 
ham continllC:u to refute making any explanation, he was only 'Ordered to be 
reprim.nded b~he fpe.kcr. 

The threat :; of tbl' adtlre('-~ whiC:L implied a refolution of profecuting the 
late mininers, were Coon earned into execution. The papers of Bolingbroke, 
Strafford, aml-Yrior, having ueen fcized anu examined, (ecretary Stanhope 
pre{cntcd ( 0 tl,e houJC of c ..... l1lmCm, thoft: which related to the negotiauOflS 
for peace ~u commerce; and a committee of (OOl"eCy, confifiing 'of twentY'
one members, being :lppointed to examine if thett was :tny juft eaure of im .. 
. peaclunent. Walpole was tiMninated chairman, and took the lead" in ·the 
wJtole bufinefs. He l:htw up ~e maiterly report, which is remarkable fur 
perfpicuity of ftyle, method of arrangement, and for digefting, in fo thort .. 
rompafS, fud) a mafs of matenBb. William Shippen having triumphaatly 
infinulted, thlt no{witbftanding the Clamour which had been raifed ' againft 
the late minifi:ry, th~ fcerct committee would not be ~ble,t-o bring any proofs 
of their guilt, Walpole -indignantly, though intemJX"r.ately ohferved. that he 
wanted wqMs to exprtfs .fDt viJiany of the late Fienchified miniftry.r and 
it ...... -jtHlged proper to h.ften the report .• AilGndingly. on \he 9<hOlf June. 
on11 t .. months ,fter the hG\lfe had'ordered the--committee to Kduce the 
papen into o~r, Walpolll IUd the report, which be continued without iQ
t~rruption fj"e hours. \ 

It was divided into two parts. The 6rft ftated the dandeffine nego-
1i.a.tions with Mefnager, the "rench plcnipo.tentil.ty. which produced tw.o 
{ets of preliminar)· articles.i the one private and fpecial, for Great Britain 
only. the ate generul, for all her allies : -the deceitful offen of the French 
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l'lenipot{"ntiaries at Utrecht. with the connivances of the minifiry; the nego,. 
..ti,a.tion in regard to the IiFnunciation of the SpaniOl mon:uchy; the fufpen
{fian of arms; ~he feizure of Ghent and Bruges by the duke of Ormond, and '... ~ 
!'is aCting in concert with the French gencf7l.l; tbejourney of Bolingbroke 

• 

fo Franc~, for arranging a (ep:uate peace; the negotiarions of S!lfCt,,!hUry and 
Prior, and the precipitate concJuuon of the treaty of Urfccl!t, "';th ~ ,"iew 
of criminat ing the minifters for having deferted their allies, and belray~c:d the 
intcrcfts aQd honour of their country. The lecond p:lft ft:l.te+heir fecret 
tran[actions wirh the Pretender; a letter from"tOxford to the queen, contain-
log.a brief account of public affAir.'> from Atlgun 6, 17 I 0, to June ,8, 17'4. 
the: de/ethan of the C:ltalans, and Jome other papers of leE, importance"'. 

On d,c cocclufion of lhc report, Sir Thomas Hil.nme~ movcd, tbft the 
confweration fhoJ,lld be adjourned to the 21ft; and beLng G:cond\.!u by the 
friends of iDe la.te -4dmini/!ration, \VaJpoJe obrcn'~d, U he could ,not but 
worrder,-.,.t thore gentkmen w,",o fhewed 10 much impati('nce to have the 
reportJ.alJ"beforc the haufe, fhould now prefs for adjourning the confidett 
tion of, it..·, Th!!.t as for the comlnittee of (cerec}" as they h!!.J not yet gone 
through all the branche~ of thei r inquiry, he could have wjlhed fODle lo~r 
time had _0 allo",e""l'~rufe and digcft (everal jmportant papers. That 
(qr this pU~re, they wou,lO have deferred three wecKs or a month, the layi, 
their report before the houft'; but that [omc gentlemen having reflected oe. 
the pret'endcd flownefs of the committee, fince the faid report W:lS now be-
fore thcJn. they muil Le'en go thr09ugh with it t," The nu>tion of Sir Thoma& 
H alVllcr being negatived, -Walpole impeached Bolingbroke of high tro.:afon, 
and other 6iilRes .lIJ}4:1 mifdemeanors j :md the qucftion being ~rjt;d with only 
~i1jgbt oppolition of two meOlb::rs, L ord Coningfl?y (load up and [aid, U The 
worthy chairman of the C'ommittee has imPF~hed the hand, but I iPJVCacP·the 
head; he, haS impeached the ~~A.I impeach the mwr i" a.nd im~cdt:1lelf 
im~~~ R.obert colrl of Oxford, and Mortimer, of high trea(on.. 00 the 
ull ofJ.\me, Stanhope alfo imoeached Str~fford of high 'rim~ and tlliiiic.-. 
!punors. 

The currelltpf opinion ran [0 ... iolently agawO: the late :tdroiniil:ration, th:Jt 
theffiproCccutioos "Yc:rc c.uried without ,much difficulty, and with little qp
pofiti'W, " The d~g up of the ar.ticles of impe:1c1unent was entrufu:t:t t.o 
tbe wmmit~ cl fccfCcy, and ,con(eque.ptly to \Valpolct, who, iv...~onjuuG\ipn 
with Stanh~ ~w principally direCted the houie qf commous. , The arllj· . , 

. , . 
• RrpOftl; l'f Ihr ftcm ccmmitttr, lh tht 

tournaI!. Auttratt of the 1etm committee, 
,m • .HiRorical Rt(lfta, from :17t4 fo 1116, 

, . 
vol. I, p. 164 to ::69'- Tindal, \'01. J S. p. 'It{l 
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des: of impeachment were fl!ve~Uy carried up to the houre of loids. Onnond 
and Bolingtftroke having abfconded, were attainted. Oxford a8:~ a morC 
manly part, fupported his proCecution, and defended his condut'l: with dig
nityand moderation, and made .• Ollm and firm anfwer to the accufation of 
t!'e commons. His defence being tranfmitted by the lords, was read in the 
lower haufe, where \V,alpole animtdverted on it with great acrimony, and 
drew up __ MPli~ation. . . 

The p.cution of tbe leaders of the late adminiftration h:!t been con
fundy, nnd in fome degret ~ly, held up by the Tory hiftorians as a ftrik
iog proof of the fpirit of party-refentment and party-vengeance, and no lei;; 
co~tly dCfended by the Whigs. The argument, however, which Oxford 
a~ced on his trial, which his partifans adopted in both hauets, and which 
has been fince 'Drgcd in hisjuftification, that he had acted only in obedience to 
the commands of the queen, was mote fpecious than. foEd. If admitted ill 
the utman latitude, it would eftablilh the polition. that thofe wljg;Lve pre
pus coun(e4 to the fovereign, might fhclter them rei yes under the fanc
tioo of thore very commands which they llad dictated. If the voice of the 
fpyerejgn is fufficient to authorize the fervants of the crown in !!xecution of 
Orden, however iJJegaJ,~ it follows then that the .c:town would ~ arbitrary ; 
and 'as the king can do no wrong, no minifter ~ be refpclnible for ~ 
abu(e of the Cltecutive power. But there is ioottier argument againft the 
...... hmeitt of tllC late millifters, far more convincing. It was forcibly 
WfPd by Sir William Wyndham, that the .~ce had <been approve& by two 
IhCce1live parliaments, ud declared fafe, fdvmtageous, anq 90nouN.ble; 
1houkt it be n.ea alIowea that the rneafures of the Tory ad.miMItation were 
C08tfary to the honour and imere1b of the nation, yet with what pretence'
",ilia: ~ miniften be puni'bed? our conftitution knows no limits to the 
power "er the king, lords, and commons afiembkd in ,arliament; and though 
• fubfequent parliament ma.y annw any laws which a former HarlilW'eJlt had 
dCC'tU'd, ~it cannot, and ought not to q,ll any min.H\;ers to juftice fur mea· 

. r ..... whila had oon iOnc9:ioned by lb. tbree branches of the I.giflatu .... · 
It is far from '" intention or with. to palliate the injurucc, CX' to {anllion the 
aaIignant fpirit of party. ret I may be allowed to _miooo the priaipal 
·.no,;ve. which might hav. led m.n of fucli 'I'P'",!~lIn.nity ~'r:c. 
w, DevoIoIhin:. Stanhope, and Waipolc. to adopt thefe {e.ocr. s. 
n. Whip ...... t1...ru,. eon.inced. tbot the1ot. q_n de""'llo _ .... the 
I'_nder. after her death; that HarIey.&qI! Bolingbroke bad, tlu'ough the 
fecO!t iDlerell: of the Pretmder and his agents, obtained the clifmilTum of the 
W .. p l N·ifttatiODj that, with & view to remain in power, tWr '?und a peace 

, .~b 
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with France to bee:fiCntiallyneceffary; and that to obtaih that pC:l.Ce, they had not Chapter II. 

krupl&d to ufe the affiftance of the court orSt. Germains, and the co-opera •. 17'4to'11 t6• 
tion of the Jac-ohites in England; lhat they had opened feeret negotiation'i -. ' 
with Ftance,' in ' .con.iC1iqn to the leading principles of the 'gromd alliance , 
and that, had not the~rh of the queeg prevented their fchemes, they would 
have fet ,afidc the ad: of fcttlcment, and introduced a popilh fovereign on 
the throne j :ll\d it mua be confcffed. that documenrs now become public, 
and then firongly (ufpeded by the Whig leaders, place thefe f.t8:s in Jo clear 
a light, as to render them abfolutely incontrovertible. 

The imprudent conduct. of the Pr~der increafcd the anil!lOfityof the Imprud~~ 
Whitn., and haftened the profecutiQn of his fuppofed aJherents. His m1ni- oflhe Pre_ 

0- tcndu. 
fefto, d~d AuguR 19,-1714, fent to fome of the principal minifters, contained 
thefe n:markable expreffions: H Upon the death of the princefs our fifier, of 
Ivhoft ~d illlrnt;6,U toward; fIJ, 'W~ cDuld tlot for Jome time paj/ wtll douht; a1td 

- this w af'tlte rea Jon we dun fat jllll, expecting the good effects thereof, which 
were unfortunately prevented by her deplorable death· '" Alth~gh from 
the very nature t# the tnnfaction, and the fuppr~on of many papers, they 
coutdfl:Sl procun: ruch legalproof as would be amnitted in a court of juftice 
on the condemnation of a crisRioaI, yet the collateral evidence was fa con
vincing, as Il9t to admit of Hie fmalltfl: doubt. It muft, however, be ton
feired, that that part of the report which inft;rs the intention of the late mi
niftry to reftore the Frelender, is CIIOtremely weak, founded only on v," . 
conjecture and circwnftantial evidenct ; they could not, therefore, VeDtun: to 
lay any great fleers on fucb affertions, jlS proofs of high trc:alOn, but grounded 
their profecution on the pubtic everits-which rela.ted to tJ.,e peace. Though 
animlted by the powerful impoeffion<' of. high renfe of national dilgraao, the 
recolleCtion of an efcape from retint danger, and aU the [pmt and re(cgtment 
of party, they confined _ir attacks to a few vidims; they impeached only 
Oxfo"'. Bolingbrolr&, and Ormond of high trearon, and Stralforo of high 
Grimes 1I.nd mifdemeanors. . 

As to Bolingbroke, when Walpole brought forward his impeachment, oDir, BoJingbr_ 
one member fpoke (1\ hi. defeace, ;uad that member w:u. a notorious Jacobite, attaioc,:d.. 

and when his flight was reported to' tbe ho)ife. th<; bill of nrtainder agaU* . 
biql p~ wit'h®.t. 6np~urentiacvoice. r 'iJ 

But the 6to&t". and ~ of Ormond were far difli:r<ot. When St .... ' 'llimond <It; 
\Jope-mavedi"Or the ~ot of Ormond, Hutchefon. member tOr ~=~.bylW 
~ngs, made -" 10", ..... l!!\IIis behalf • .,d urged many p&lliating cir~ 
~\IIII1lan<eo; and Sir ]oG:pa JfiJlI, whofo principles and COl'ldu/l had a1w.ys 

• TiH.I.", 18. p. sil. 
prove<j 
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, .Pttiod If. pro\'~(l him a fil1cere friend to the Protef1:ant fucceffiaif, fpoke warml)' on 
11I7I..j.IOI]aJ. tlle faine fiue. The dcb3te continued above nint 110lU'l, and Ormo~ 
1 r-:;J h:tn fa m:lll)' friend!>, that hi~ fmpeachmcnt "Yus carricd onl}' by (1 majority of 

I'hc W higs 
cenrurc:-d fur 
the prOrt1.u. 
dim of Ox
fo<d. 

fo!-(y.fc\ ('n. The proceedings againft Ormond W6u1fJ!lOt, in all plOlmbili!r. 
han' ho'(' 11 {ontiucrcd with m1.1ch a~i>erir r, had he prdern:·d tll'': flllldaation, 
\\ hirh, under his circumfiancest would h;1SC been becoming; Lut. on the 
contJ .. uy. whik his c~ndutl:: W3.!> under inquiry beforl.! rhe (c:crct committee, 
he lived in an unfuitable ftyle of magnifil:cnce, affdl:cd to court popubrity, 
and faw with cumplaccncy hi~ n:lmc nl:ldc the fign<llof tumult, and difl()~.ll 
cxdcunatiDIJ. E\'en after his impca~ment, De\·OOnli.re had atr.mget.l for ilill l 
:l private iHlen iew with the king; but f.'lr from aVJiling hil1ll~if of thi~ kind
lIe(~, and contrary to the promifc extorted from him by hi" Torr &;end~. LI: 
withdrew frolll the kingdom, and precluded the poffihilit)' cl :l r{'tuill to bl~ 
native LounVY, by inftantly entering into the fen-iel.; of th l.; Prl'tl!m!..:r. H<\v
ing once embraced that dcfpernte mcafim" he was loa hondl UIlJ 1.t'Jlou" to 
ad like Bolingbroke, and obtain a pardon by facrificing the intl'rdb. of his 
new majt~r, or by I.ntcring into a compromitc with hi ~ pnjfcc;:utor~. 

The warmcl1. advocates for the Whigs muft :lumit, that in the l'rtKceding ... 
agaiflll the carl of Oxford, party re(cntment W:lS t oo predominant. l-Ic cer
tainly had, either from inclimuion, (car, pan.cy, or pique, defetted all the at
tempt!!. of the Pretender's friends, and had been one great cailfe of fccuring 

,i.he quiet fucceffion of the hou(e of ijanover. On the acccffion of George 
. -'be 'Firft, he had 'I11ewn fuch unequivocal proofs of hi!> attachment and 
triumph·, as dif~ed his former friev.ds. anti there is not the Ic:1I1 doubt 
that had the queen lived , Oxford wotlld have joined the Whj~, aO,d exerted 
himfelf in fa\'our of the houfe of Hanover... -'But it is" juftice due to T ownf

,hend'and Walpole, to obfervc, (hlot they ftrcnuoufly infifted, Oxford fholild 
not be accufed of high tkafon, but only tried fell high crimes and mi1iJe~ 
meanors t j and that they Uniformly oppoled his bill oiattainder, which was 
no lefs warmly fupported by MarlbolVu~h and his adherents.. Oxford aCl=ed 
with great magnanimity during the whole ceurfe of his profecution; ' and 
evinced a confcioufnefs of hii innocen~ of .c charge of ha.ving promoted 
~c ,fucceffion of the Pretendt't:'\,y abiding hiS trial. -

CommI'.'''O The m~ltiplici'y of bufiner. p""""ed tho- ~ting of ihe ~~ 
=ut,* ,ttill the 2. dt of September. Before its pro~, the .lumplt" anti riots 

. which )lI<Ceded the Rebellion had &!ready~; 'l'he earl ,.. Mar let up 
•• " The Dragon wa; thougbt to thc"" ~ _h~l~ of tbcll\_ rt:.i-c; 'ttilteti in his 
jOy ba'P"odaill'ling the \ing. thin w .. conlift'. ~~;: Cm.rlct Ford to mHA, Augull 5, '714' 
ent ,.ita the obligation. he had m:eivtd from t Cormpollcieu«. rciiod ll. 
• ~ 1ic was bitrcd all the wa, bp theO . 
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the ftand:lfd of the Pretender lD Scotland, under the name of J ames the 
Third. His party incrcar~, IUld became formidable fram the number of 
difaffelled. In' tbis enfis, the vigilance and aCtivity of the minifi:c\"!. was 
aided by tbe zeal of parliament. The habeas corpus act was fufpcnded. .The 
earl of Jerrer and lord Landfdowne were committed to the Tower j Sir Wil~ 
Jiam Wyndham, .. and otber fufpect:ed pereaos of the haufe of comsqons, were 
apprebended t i large fuppItes were voted; a confiderablt: body of m<7l 
marched under the command of the duke of Argyle, and mfIPs were obf. 
tained from Holland, by the repr~tations of H orace Walpole, who was 
deputed to the Hague for that pwpofe, The re:u:lcr will find, in the hif
tories of the times, an account of the partial defeat of t~ Rebels under the 
earl of Mar at Dumbbin, by the duke of Argyle. which effectually pre
vented their juns;(on with thore in the fouth; the total route of their force 
at Prefton, by general Carpenter; the Janding of the Pretender in Scotland; 
his Ibort dj{~ of mock dignity at Perth; his flight from Scotland, ;md 
retl:U1l1 to France, alei the,6pal fuppreffian of the rebellion . To entcr into 
the detail of thcfe ttanfaCtioo.s. does not fall within the compafs of the pre
fent f"0rk. Ii is fufficient for the author of thefe mempirs to obfcrvc, 
that vigour in counfel" exenion in Parliament, readincfs to forward every 
fu).!pl)', to aafwt:r every DecaGon. and to facilitate the mejlures of govern· 
ment, incre:rllB. tfie reputation of Walpole, and endeared rug:! to his king 
and country . 
... In.confideration of his Cervices and'ufefui talents, he.was, on the. llth of 
Oaober 1715, appointed firff lord commiffioner of the .lreafury, .an! 'dian· 
cellor of the exchequer, weant by the death of the caJ3. of Halifax. itnd the 
~a.l of the earl of earlitle, who had immediately fucceedcd Halifax. 
He ~ raifed.to this high itatian at a ,'cry qfical junCture i a rebellion in - . -. ,-

• n.e follow ing: ~t>tr, rtl"'ting to tbe w::l~ prcCcnl:' Th~ proofs 3.gainn 'Sir Willi.am 
.... of Sir Wdli;wn'Wyndtu.m j)lac~s Lnd WyndhMn .wcre fo firong. that Lord T ownf. 
1.ownOlend's nrmnef~ of tha~r ir'l il COQ- hend deemed It neceffary tbat govemmcut 
fpiC UOU8 point of vicw.-.1t wu commum· fhould not ap~r amud ."\Ten fuch an 
Gated to me hv his grundl$ Lord Sydnef. offender, ""Ili~ nnk or cdl\ht'xx,QS be what 
WMdtbc inttlngtDce ~Mt SirWIUiam Wynd. they might, amI moved accordingly to have 
baIa wa. oollcerned in '" prI'lJe..."'l:ed riling ~ .. hlrn ukcn irttP cuftocfy, Neat len tllinulC$ 

' hvlNf' of the f'rectndCf, was !aid'~re tllt · paJt'ed In filenc!! befole any on!! venlun'd 
cahinrt, the ~uuof Somcrfet. anxious !.hat hia to ag,ree w\tb him; when at lall, two· 01' thrtt 
fon,in,~wj'" Willi"nl W yndham., O].ould tofe at thl;' fame momcm t.o fecund him •• nd 
not be ~ uU\ody, offucd to be rc. the arrdt IUS decreed. A~ ~bc- king retired in· 
fpolmble AI bim, The tni!)i(lm ~ • •• ( 0 bili clofet, he took ho!o of Lord Townf· 
dined to give WilY, (or hir 01' olre '. h-nd's ha:1d, and {aid." You hilve doll.~ me a 

=O./l of 1M duke.'s canfeq,Ile.I'lcc, W"Q, • bled! ferv ce to.day." 
dec 'lrfi fttittl.ti o('n'l~fier of ~e hoKe, had t Stt State Ttialit vol. I. aDd Hill. Re. 
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Lhe krngdOl!' i a fattion fecretly aid~ng and abetting the Pretend¢('i divtftons 
in the cabinet, and It Jlf:.l.ff~a:cd body among the Whigs, already preparing the 
fchifm which ulOkc out in the enftJing year; and in the latter part ?f his lift". 
he.often adverted to the difficulty he now experienced.in c6ncilia.tin~ the dif. 
cordant mcmbe~ of adminiftration. and fupporting tbe houfc of Brunfwick on 
the throne. . 

The k~'& Cpeech; the ualous addretTcs of congratulation made' by both 
baufcs dn \fie fuppreffion of the rebeUion; the impeachment and comlcmna
tion of the rebel lords, took up the principaJ. attention of both houfe~, {or I 
confiderablc time after tbe meeting of parliament, on the J 4th of Deccm.bcr ; 
and the petitions~ favour of the earls of Derwentwater, Nithifdale, and 
'KeD1l1Ull', were mged with fuch vehemence, and fo wumly fupportcd by 
fevcral members in the houfe of commons, as irritated W..aJ:pole, and induc.ed 
him to obfer,·e, " I am moved with indignation to fee tbat there inould 
be fuch Ullwolthy members of this great body, who can, without blu!hing. 
open thcu ml,ll.ltll ~ in fayour of 1t:~bels and parPQucs, who. fM from making 
the leaR: advance towards deferving favour. by an ingt"~UO\.LS dilco\'ery of the 
boltom of thl! prcfent horrid confpiracy. flavc rather a~"olV;I.lt=d their gullt, 
both by their !ullcn fill!m c and ·prevaricating an(wcrs ; the earl of Derwent· 
water." add~ be, <I pretended. and dbrmed. that he went unprepared. 
and was dra",-"wAtc$ into this rebellioa; yet to m y It!loAdge, he t)ad 
been tamperiAg with feveral prop1c:. to ~fuade them to life;n fa\'our of tbe 
Pmcttj:dtt, fix mORtha before he appeUtd in arms· :" and witha view \.0 pre. 
Wbt "+eu{c ~ troubled \\1th any further petitions, which it was dettr· 
mined to rejelt, Walilole himC.lf propofed 'n adjoumment + to the dlMaoch, 
as it was known that their execution W&5 tJ) take place before that time ; 
the motion met with to ~ an OppofitWD, that it was cwried only by a 
majority of [even voices.'~ 'VaJpole pro,'ed his indignation to originate in 
virtuous and difinterefted motives; when he ftated to the houfe, that he ha.d 
been offered. {,. 60,000 : to'fave the life of one 6ngle pert&. (the carl of IJir~ 
wClllwater) • .4.!He alfo rpoke, as one of tLe managers.ax the commons, in the 
profecution ·fl. dle earl ofWintown. another of the tlbel10rds i and he (eems 
in every: inftante to have, urged the IM£.£ffity of adopting (evere mcafurq.in 
the prerent ala.rming crIDs; a mode'I"condCt ro .oppotite to the D&tatIl 
~ of his t~mF' which aiways lelDc~ to the fide of human~"u'JlTOved 
hlS full conv,8:t9n, that too much lemt! .~D td perfons ta~tfaflagrant 
",beIlion, would at this period have p~ d&!lgerOus to the !tat .. 

, 
• Oldmi.can, p. 631. 1 Political State of an..,hain, '116.-
ts..: .... ku" lO.IIol>MWoJpol<, Efipoir<, lO. Chandlu~UldoJ.,-Eloap. 
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l\.Tuch has been f,lid of the fcvcrity {hewn by government tu the people 
\\'ho took up aollS in fa\'om of the Pretender j ;lUO flOm the ac('ount<; of the 
p.lrIy writers, it might be IUppo(t:U, that thouf.1nds and tens of thouf.mds 
h~tl fallen facrifices to their lmftnken principles ; tl1:1.1 no clemency was fhCWll 
t o m~y of the rebels ; no diftim'lion made Ix,tween the kaders and their de
luued tollowers. But on a candid invcfilgation of the faCt, on the authority 
of the per(ons who ha\'c condemned theft:: me::Lfurcs. the rcfull wiH be, that 
Ihree lords wcrc beheaded on Tower-hill j that the Judges havi ng found 
many guilty of high treafon in Lancafhire, Iwo -tJlui-twtn'y were executed at 
Prcfton and Manchcflcr j that of a great number found guilty at London, only 
fOrlr were hanged·. Such were the lenient proceedings againft the rebels .. 
which writers. adopting a peevifh expreffion of tbe great Lord Somers, h:n,'c 
magnified into the profcriptions of Marius and Syllaj and f.urinated by the 
meraphorical eloquence of Bolingbroke. JUl\C taken in its full latitude his 
malignant affertion, " That the violence of the \V'hi gs dyed the royal ermines 
with blood t ... In fact, no government can exift, if ali rebels taken with arms 
in 1Mit hands are permitted to efcape with impunity; and too great lenity 
under a new king, who was & foreigner. ftruggling againft a competitor 
claiming the crown by hereditary right, and fupported by all the Roman 
Catholics, and the principal Tories, would have been not only imprudent, 
but even inhoman; becaufe it w.ould have held up impunity to thofe who 
thould raife the ftandam of infurrefrion in future. Nor did it ever happen, 
on the conclufion of a rebellion ,for a difpllted (uccdfion, that fo few facri· 
6,e~ were made to the public fecurity. 

• ~moUC:I, Vw. a, po 311 , t Smollt:t.-Bc1Rlam', Memoin, yol. J . 1'" tI, . 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH: 

17 16. 

IIhlfjs oj W,tlp(J!t!.-$.ecD1let:l'.-S<'j!I,IIiJilll Bill,-lmpati?lJu oj the Killg to 'l.fijit 
HllnD'L'tr .- Rcptal oj the n:/lrailling Clmlje ilt tlu All of Sett/triUlIt.-Mif
rmrinji fwding De/wee'll the Killg alld the Prince of WaltI. 'Who is appointl'd 
GllI1rdiall of the RenJ",,-Dep,lrlzu'c oj the King fer HOllover. 

T HE .J.Ctivity of \Valp\)]c':. exertions at this important period. and the 
great corporeal and mcnt:l.1 fatigue to which they fubjetl:.ed him. 

brpught on a levcre iJlne(s, which nearly Imrried him to the grave. His re
covery was at 1f" llgth t:fleckd, but its progrcfs was (0 gradual, that he was, 
fo r a long time, incapacit3tcd from. attending to ~he bufinc[s of the nation. 
His refioration to health was forwarded by a temporary retT'<"at to his favourite 
refidence at Chelfea, froD'l which place, he writes to bis brother, in thefe 
terms: "1 have been here about ten. days, and find fo great a benefit from 
the air, that I gather firength t.laily, and hope as much time more will rceo~ 
ver me from the lowell and weakefl condilion that ever poor mortal was 
alive in. and 1 Olail be able to get to town and do bufinefs agai n!' Con
gratulations on the recovery of a man, to whom the Protell:ant efiablifhment 
owed fo much, and who was the foul of his party, flowed in from .L.!I quarters. 
Numerous verfc:s were made on the event, and Rowe, the great dramatiC poet, 
did not difdain to write a ballad on the oecation -. 

Du'ring this interval, the feptennial bill was brought into parliament. Al
though Walpole was not able to give this meafure his fupport in the houfc 
of commons, yet, as it had been previoufly arranged with his concurrence~ 
and as he alfo conllantly oppofed the repeal, it has always been juftl), conJi~ 
dered an aCt of his adminiftflltion. 

Thili memorable bill, which is to be confidered as the bulwark of our civil 
' aad religio\ls liberties, becaufe it effeCtually fupported the boufe of Brullf
w,ick on the throne j was undoubtedly one of the moll: daring \lfe's, Of, ac~ 

• SCI(: Colletnon of Whi, Ballad" or PiIb 10 purge State Melancholy, part 2. 

conJing 
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cording to the rC'pre(~lltations of its Clp}Xments, abu(t'~ of parli:lnlcnl.:ary Ch3pter 1:1 •• 

power that ever was committed lincc the revolution: (Of, it not only Icngth~ 17,6. 
coed the duration of future p.-ull:lmcms. but the ml"mbers \\110 had bee n L_. 
cleCled only for thrt'c ycafs, prolong,c.l. of their own authority, the term of their 
continuance for four j'cars mOTe. The g,reJ.t bud), of the \\Thigc:, influenced 
by thelc confiderations. were, at the firfi propofitillll, :lvl.!ilc to the mcafute, 
and did not agrcctogln: their affiflauce in fupport of it, liU mat lin: deliberation 
had convinced them ofit \ nccdiity. During the debate~ \\'bich look place on 
this oo.:::dion, the a.rgument::. of oppofitiOIl ;Inti tletence, were not unequal to 
the importance and dignity of the fuby.::tl: . \Vt", who live at til;:, dlft-mee of 
t ime. without btillg heated by the warmth of part)'. without futliciently con-
filleting the temper and ftate of the nation, :Ulcl without weighing the pecu-
liar circumftanccs Which occafiom:d it s introdutl:ion. muO: confe!s, that in 
theory, the argllments of thofe who oppofcd it, are the moft fpecious ami 
convincing j but if we r~cur to the event s of (he (;mc.. ... . and the 1bte of the 
country, we muft applaud the wifclom of thofe who facr ificcd ft«ularion to 
praB:ice.· It is the remark of a judiciom author, " That the atl: of [ep-
tennial parii:lmel1ts was pafied, when the kingdom W:lS t hreal ened with 'an 
immediate invafion, when a rebellion had but juft been qucUed, and when 
the peace.and fafety of thc nation depended on the ufe of this power by par-
liamen t. Such W;ll> the opinion of the people at that time, and the act met 
with general :tpprobation, from the general conviEtion of its necdftty . ... 

That the necdlit), mull have bI..--en grc:lt a.nd C\'ident, appea.r~ from the 
cnnfilleration, that it was [I,lpported by men of the Hrft rank, independence-, 
:md prObity in the kingdom j that in the houfc of lords, ,,.here it was pro
pored by tbe duke of DC\'onOlir(', there were only 36 voices ;!.gainfl: ii, and 
that ,on bei ng !enf to the 40ufe of commons, there was a majority of 164 againll 
J2J. But whatever opinion might be formed of the jui1:ice of the right 
exercifcd by parliament, in repealing the friennia(hll and fubl1:ituting fep
tennial pariialllf'nts, yet it can fcarccly be contdled, that it h:1.5 in effect been 
highly advantageous to the well-being of the legil1attlfe, ami to the rcal in· 
tcrefts of the 11ation. The fpcaker. Onna"" who was no ill judge of p:uliJ.
mentary proceedings, was frequent ly hearJ to declare t. That the paffing 
Ilf the feptcnnial bili formed the era of the emancipation of the BriLin} houfe 
of commons froil\its former dependence on tlie crown and the hou[e oflorlko. 
From that period it has rifen in confequc;nc~ and Urcng:th 

t CommUllica.ttd by Sir Geo~ Colebrook. 
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'Ve who live to enjoy the benefits of an aa, which has grcltry conti;' 
buted to fet bounds to faction, which has relieved us from tht mifchievous 
effetls of too frequent elections, :md from the interference of foreign powers i

which has given pcrrnanencc and independence to our councils, and prevented 
thofe frequent clumges of men and meafures. which left us open to every flue
t\wion of public fenr iment, to c\"ery impulJc of craft and artifice, we ought 
not 100 fcvcrely to fcrutinize the arguments which were u(ecl in lupport of a 
1m'a(ure recommrfl(Jcd by the ncccffity of the til1ll..'S, and which fubfequent 
lxpcrience has demonltrJ.tl-a to be 110 lef:. beneficial :mel prudent, than hold 
a.nd decifivc. The immediate effe Ci: i!> beft arccrtaincd by thc'unceaGng clamors 
nf 0. deljJerate fanion, whore hopel> were at once deft:roycd by a ftcp which 
plac~ at a grc.lt difb.nce the ch301:e of influencing the public mind. and pro
~lucing dangerous fennents by the accul10med meam of populM dcluGoll . 
H ifiory enables us to arcertain il!\ morc femote con{equencc!\; and whoever 
fairly confiders thc permanence of peace, the energy of war, and anleiioration 
of jurifprUlkno: whidJ IIJ.vt: rdu ltcd to the nation; the wif( lom f1f counCd, 
boldners of eloqucnce, and incrcaie of imparlance which h:lVe di!l:inguifll l'ri 
thecommon~ • .fmce the period of it s format ion, muf\: acknowledge that lll,lIlY 
of the moll; incfiimabJe bJelfings of our conf1:iturion arc to be :lul iburcd to 
tbis me:lCure, which originally appeared to invade its firft principles. It is to 
be hoped. that there are few perfons who would ddirc to rcplunge the nation 
jnto that feveriih fiate which attends frequent e1eaions in cit ies and counties, 
ana to revive that perpetual enmity which mull: arire from the frequent agi
tation of t'ontraditlory interefis, and the inveA:igat ion of claim!>, which ('an 
hardly be once dc(ided, before they are again contefied. 

Although a quef1:ion like this cannol be decided by the opi nion of .tny ind i
vidual, yet lurely the Judgment of lord Somers, the con{lolllt fricnd of liberty, 
and t he oracle of the revolution, is intitled to {orne re[peCt, and thct imt amI 
manner of giving it, render it peculiarly intereCl.ing. While the hill was in 
agitation, Dr. Friend, the celebrated phyfictian. called on lord T ownihcml, aml 
infc)rmed him, that lo~ Somers was at that moment reflored to the full pof
feffion of his"lacu1ties. by a fit of the gout, which fufpended the effeCt of hi! 

"paralytic complaint. Townrhend immediately waited on Somers, who, as 
lOon as he came into the room embraced him, and Caid, " I have juft h~d 
Cf 'the .work in which you are engaged, and congratutaie you upon-Jt; J 
bever approved the triennial bill, and always confidered it in eWell, itie re
ftl'fe «what it was intended. You have my hCiU'ty approb:1tion in this bu-

i fi~ 
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finer" Ind 1 tJ,j,tlt it wi" be the greate}l juppwt poffib1e 10 Ihe libtrly oj the (OtiH. 
I") •. 1) 

The impatience of the king to "ifit his 'Gennan dominions now became 
(0 great, as totally to overcome every rdlraint, of prudence, and fuggeftion of 
propriety, and irnperio!ifiy to demand indulgence', though th6"unCettlc:d {hte 
of the public mind. from the effeCt of rebellion, haruly yet int ircly fupprelTc:d, 
:lnd the prejudice excited by the new mc:\furcs, both of lcgifhtion and pro-
fecutipn. {liouid have oppofed infuperablc obfbdes to his defire. The mi-
niftr}' were confidemblr cmbarr:lffcd on this oecarion; and drew up a. ftrong 
rcmonfti.1nce, rcprefcnting the incom'cniences which would rcfult from the 
projected journey. This rcmonfirance, howe .... er. not only faTied of fw.:ccF. 
but fo far exafperated the king, that he declared he would not endure a longer 
confinement in this kingdom. Under thele circumfiances,lhe miniO:ry cou ld 
not venture to make any further oppolition. \Vhen the aCt was paired, which 
fettled the fuco:ffion on the houfr.: of Brunfwick, it was accompanied with vari -
ous rcftriClions, limicing the f~ture Covr.:rcign in fe ver.ll inllances. Some of 
there reftricbons had been repealed during the reign of queen Anne. But the 
c1aufc whieh rdlr:l.ined the king from going out of the kingdom, without Con-
Cent of parliament, ftill Cubfifted. It mull be allowed to h:1.VC been tl ncceirary 
limitation. and its continuance would have been highly beneficial to the true 
intcrcfts ofEnglaml. For no circumftance more impeded public bulineCs. or 
more alieoated the public mind, than [he frequent vifits which the two firft 
fO\'creigns of the houle. ofBrunfwick made to the dc-aorate o~ H:l.nover. Thi! 
predileCtion to their n:ltive country, was in them both natural and exeufable; 
rei, for the h{"llefit of England. it ought to have been confined within due 
bounds, although it is not probable that the parliament would ever have witfi· 
held their eon Cent. }·et the neeeffity of obtaininj?; that confent would doubtlefs 

77 

The king fr . 

folve~ to go 
(0 H lIHHt'I . 

ha\'e checked the too frequent Rpetition of the demand. and have prevented 
the abfence of the fovere~ in times of public emergency. But at the prerent RePf:.lol 
junlture. it was conftdcred more refpecHul to obtain a repeal, than to [ubjet\: the rcftrain. , 
, f •.. Ing claufe in 
"be fovereign to the ncee-ility 0 obtaining a parllament:lTY conCent, 'for which the 118: of(ft. 
meff'ages muft have been fent to both houfes, previous to each voyage. When 'tlemCD.t. 
the motion was made by Sir John Cope, to tl:peal the reftriaing claufe, and -
feconded by ·}qampden. it patTed unanimoufiy, not a fingle member. 
a:mongft: many who were diiratis.fied .... ith the fucceffion of the Hunover line, 
venturing tomake the llighteft oppofition to the repul of -a dauCe, which .. 
iJowever conformable to the hopes of the nation, could not but be conG· _red aJ ,im'idious and difgraceful' to the new fovereign. The lninifters were 

' III C01IImunicated by lord Sydney,and Cbar1.uTownfhend, ef"luire, who frtquentlv heud tais 
~ute related by their father, the la[eJwIIO\lI~C ThPnwToIV.c:lfhtIilJ, fon or lQrdTownfilenrl. 

often.' 
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often oblwed to ma.ke the moll prr ffing remonflr.1n,es, 3S well to prevent the 
abfellce flf the king, .1S to haften his return i thde rCl1lonftranc~s were often 
inctfdtual, but always otfellfivc; and Walpol~ during the: courfe of his a.dmi
nifi:.ration, lamelJted an evil which he had in vain :m empted to rculcdy. aud 
which 1100hillg but the continuallce of the reftraining c.-,.ufc •. or an ablolute cef_ 
fion of tht: ddtoratc, could have prc\'cntcd, Some awhors, in treating of there 
long .lI1d frequcnt abfences, have thrown ou t rcpro.1chful Juggdoons on the 
Immel'S of the act of fettlt'ment. for not infiJti ng t hal a foreign prince Ihould 
ldign his contincmal ciominjullb before he aflUIlH,.'U rhe poffefiion of the crown, 
Such a pro\'ifioll did not elcape the tag:lcit )' of the It'giflators of the day, :lllli 
would. moO:. problbly, have been carried into effect , hut for the obvious cer
tainty that no prince would renounce the quiet polTeffioll uf hi:. continental 
dominions, howe,'er (m:lU, to :lequire the brilli:lnt , but prccarious dignity of 
fovcrcign of a large kingdom, tx:pofed to the c\'ih \)[ a powerful [aaton, anti 
the dangers of a diij)ured fucceffioll. Thdc confluerations deterrl'd lh , 
fr:uncrs of tlll_ L'ill from propofing a lIl'c.aFurc, which would infallibly ha\'c 
fruarated all their other eHarts for the prcft:ryul ion of our ci\'i l and religious 
liberties. 

This difficult point being J.djuf1:ed, another qut:fl:iun. of cqu:li r.ldicaq', oc
cum:d. whidt rdatcd lo-the method of carrying on the government during 
the king's abfence, The moO:. obvious 3.Ild natural method was the appoint
ment of the prince of \Valcs ' to the regency'; but tlli ') meafure w,\s ob
ftnlC\:cd by an unfortunate j caloufy which the king entertained of his fOil, 

This mifumlerfl:and ing had alreaJy commcm.:cd at HanoYt!f, before the 
liealh of Queen Anoe. Sophia had oftC'll hchavt:ll to Georg!..' the Firfl: with 
diflancc and. refer"e, and. did not always confuJt ltim in rtgard to th e :lfiair~ 
of England. Soe \\:15 extremtly food of her gund(oll, and iu [c:\'cla l ill 
fiances, of gre-at importance, kld atled in concurreuce with him .Ilolll' , and 
particularl)" the dt!tl1and of the Writ for him to 6t in the houfe of pt'crs.:l.S 
duke of Cambridge, was mlde without the knowledge Il,.or ngai~n the incli
nation of George tIle Firft. Th is" prelerencc of her grandfon, naturally 
created a coldnds between the father and fon, whieh was afterwards incrcaf
eO by the artful propofal of the Torios. in, voting the civil lift, tJlat a Je
parate revenue of [..100,000 per annum Jhould be fettled on the printc of 
Wales, The motion was negatived b, the influence of the \"'JUgs t . TJle 
eagemefs which the prince expretrec\ to obtain . ,title and office of regent, 

, • Communicated by lady ,Suffolk, who 
r.u then at Hanover, to the. late earl of Or-

f~ See a1(0 Clup. B. and Clarendon'. Letter 
to Secretary Bromley, ComfpendC'nee, period 1. 
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augmented the difguft of the kiug. Confcious that he was infiigated)n man 
of his proceedings by the duke of Argyle, his groom of the fioIe, whore 
fa.rcinating manners and fPecious addrefs had gained a. great afcenc.lancy over 
the prince, he infitted on the difmiffion of tht: duke. Under thefe irnpref
fions, tbe king was unwilling to cotrufi: him with the government, without 
joining othrr per[ons in the commiffion, :lntl without li miting his authority 
by the moll: rigorous refi:rietions. With a view of forming a regency under 
tho{e conditions, he fu bmi tted his withes, through the channd of Bernfdor{, 
to the council. Their an(wer on this fubjeCl::, declared, that, " on a careful 
perutai of precL-dents, finding no inllance of pcr[oos heing joined in com
mitTion with the prince of ' Vales. and few, jf any rcftrittions, they were of 
opinion, tb3t the con(bnt tenor of ancient pr:lthee could not conveniently 
be receded from .... , Although he rcluntlantly fubmitted to confign to the 
prince the fole.direction of affai rs, yet, inilt:ad of the title of regent. he ap~ 
point~ him gtlardiau of tile realm alld /ieuttnan' , an office unknown in Eng
land finee it was enjoyed by Edward the black prince t . 

H aving made this arrangement. and removed the duke of Argyle from the 
houfehold of the prince, and from the command of (he army in Scotland. he 
committed to Townfhcnd and \-Valpole the principal direction of a/fain. and. 
accompanied by lecre lary Stanhope, took his departure frC?m England on the 
9th of J uly, and arrived on tht: J5th O1t H anover. . 

CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH : 

I 7I 6. 

$tate and Difunioll of the Mil/ijfry.-Coho/J of Srmdc1mtd.-InlriglltJ and Pe. 
nolil) of rlu' Honwerian .JUlJto. 

W E have hitherto contemplated the miniftry in which Townfhend and 
Walpole took the lead, in the highcft degre:e profperous and refpe8::

able. It .".:nlld naturally be fuppofed, that union and tranquillity in the ca.
binet w='indifpenfably ne<:effruy to produce fuch wife counfels and vigorous 
meafure9, but this fuppofttion h not verified by fad. The feeds of difcontent 

• Lrttor from Lord TowlIl8cnd to Bcrnfdorl. Correfpondt"Dtr, Period U . 
t ~ Slate off.rcat £kiaiA. J716.-TindaJ. 

had 

79 

- , 

Il<"",.". 
framEn&;- • 
lind. 

Difuoion of 
the miniftry .. 



00 

~ttiod T 1. 

Ii 14·toI i:::O, 
"-_ _I 

Rnll,I"rland 
ri lIe lIlIte ut('a. 

MEMOIRS 0.1' 

hall alre:::u]y taken root, <tnt! were bringing to ml.tmil Y by the petty inlrigul"'S 
nnd fdfiOl rabai., of lliofc H:mo\'crian miflrctfes and mininer.. who~had fol 
lowed till' fortunes of the king. 

The JJl'inLlpal perron who fomented tIle difuni (111 in the cauinet, was 
Charl.::; t'ad of Sunderland, whole fa.ther, Rubert, i~ 10 notorious ill the :tnn.us 
of tlti s country, for hi~ gre:lt abi lirit's and cunil.lmmat(' treachery. H e had 
OlJ.rried An.nc:. fccond daughter of the duh of Marlborough, ami haJ ICfYt'O 
under his f~ther-in.1awJ both in a military ami diplomatic capacity. The 
origin of the mifunderftanuing between him and Tuwnilien(l. may he dated 
loom rhe death of queen Anne. At that period, Sunderland, as the great 
leader of the \¥higs, and ill confidcration of his ferviecs. to the Hanover fa,. 
mil)', was leU. to expect that he ihould be placed at the head of the :uJmi
niftration, and become the penon under whofe aufpiccs the new cabinet Wrl!' 

to be: formed. Bot'hmar had reprefentcd him as a man who ha.d always 
thewn more attachment to tht: king than any ot.her. He hau firft recom
I'ncmled Sunderland to be lord lieutenant of lreland, and TownOlcnd to be 
tccretary of futl"; but on Sunderland's cxpreffing his dcfirc to have that 
OffiLC. Botltm:lr propoted that TO'fI/OOlcnd Ihoukl be provided in another 
pla,:c. Thj ~ arrangement w:u. (jril luggefted on Ihe 13th of Auguft, yet, on 
the 31fi. of the fame month. Bothmaf exprcffed his wiilies to Robethon. that 
it.omight be gi\'cn to Towniliend, :1ltkough Sunderland had afk.ed for it •. 
In faa, the king was at this period influenced b)' Bothmar, Bothmar Was 
wholly governed by Townfhend, and the new adminiftflltion was principally 
fcttled by him. Although Sunderland WilS recei· ... cd with fingular attention 
~y the king on his. arriNal., yet i;t is remarkable, that his n:lme docs not ap
pear among the lords juffices addcd in the lift communicated by Bothmar 
·to the fC"cn great officers of the realm. The aij>lring Sunderland, under 
whom 1'0wnfhclld had hitherro acted a filhon.linatc part, could not brook 
this preference j though he did not openly Ihcw his uifguft, yet he fcarcely 
took any :1ltive part in defending the mooIurcs of government; he who was 
before accuftomed to make a cdnfpituous figure in every debate, feems to 
.have remained ' almoft uniformly filent i and from the acceffion of Gcprac 
.the FieR. till the beginning of 1717. his name feldom oc'.':urs in thcpro
ceedings of the houfe of lords. He had been nominated lord lieutcnant of 
Ireland, which he confidered .. [pedes of b;uWho:u:nt, and as a plac:c,far below 
his exped:ations. Soon after tlle death W the marquis of Wharton, he was 
appoint~d privy feal. But his promotion to this high office did not remove 
his clifgufi. 

Nor 
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This fpirit of difcontent had . not been confined to Sun~erland. Not- Chapter 13· 
liogham, whore tory principles could never coalefce.witha Whig adOliniftra- 17l6; 
t icn, and whore vehement interference in fa\'our of the" condemned rebel · I =:w ;",:, 
lords, had given offence, was difmiffcd from the pl'efidentfhip of the counciL ~:!&~:hr 
Somcrfet was removed from his poil of malleT of the horlc, on 3.CCDunt of Toriq.. 

fome indiCcreet cxpreffions on the arreft of his ron-in-l3.w, Sir William Wynd- Somerfeldif· 

I 
milTcd from 

l..1.ln. I he place or 
The earl of Halifax had dtimated his Cervices and talents at fa high a rate, maRer of tb1 

that he expected to have been appointed lord high treafurer : created firll- hor~e. . 
commiffioner, he was highly chagrined; nor was his dir~ft r~moyed by [he !1r~ted. d~ 
garter, the title of earl, and the transfer of the place at auditor of the ex· 
chequer to his nephev.'. Inflamed by difappointed ambition, he entered into 
cabals with tbe T ory leaders, for the removal of thofe with whom he had fo 
long cordially aCted ; but bis death, on the loth of May 17 JS, put an end Die$. 
to his iotligues-. 

Marlborough alfo was among the diffatisfied. Soon after the deatb of queen MarlboroU&! 
Anne, Bothmar fays of him, " He is not pleafed that he is not of the regency, dilTati5fitd, 

and that there is any man but the king higher than him in this country. + 0" 

and his difguft was not diminifhed wr the king's arrival: For although he 
\VolS appointed commander in cbief, yet be djd not enjoy the fmaUeft Jhare of 
power or confidence. George the Firft never forgot, that during the caJ,11paign 
of 1708, when he commanded the Imperialifts, Marlborough had conttived, 
that no troops or fupplit!s were fent to the Rhine, but that the whole mrce 
wa!o. defl"mcd for the army in Flanders, by which arrangement he had been oh~ 
ligc.d to act 00 the dl:fenfivc, and could not difl: inguiOl his command by any 
fuccefsful operntion againfl the enemy. In r,:oQ.[equence of this d ifinclination, 
Mariborough~ though comm,mder in chief, could not obtain even a lieute~ 
nancy for a friend j and he not unfrequ ~lltly requened Pulteney, who was fe. 
crctaT)' at war, to {olicit in hi'i room, audin!>. " but do not fay it. is for mc, 
for .whatever J.a~ is fure to be dt!nit:d." , 

To thde difcontents VValpol~ alludes in a pri"ate letter to his .brhtf!<i. Walpo&e!ce 
Horace, on the r~moval of Nottingham t. cc I ,don't well know wha.t act'\>urit fecure. 
to give you of our fituation here. There (lrejlurnu ill the (I;'. bm 1 d~II"1 ';O/~ 
tli,'1 'will/aD" bt h/O'WR ow)"." In this inO:ance, howe\'cr. his pr~d·l(t.ioh "a.?;not 
verified; Sunderland incre<1fed his part y wi lh 3. numhcr of difaff'ech~'c1 peifons. 
He pllrticularly gained among th~ ·Whigs, Carleton. Cadogan. Lechmere, and 
w,wnden ; 'courted the: Tories; entered into c,pah ilg.ainft his colleaguu; Md 
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was prepared t9 ufc aU his efforts, and employ any opportupilies which might 
ofter, to prejudice the king againft them "; nor were fuch means and oppor
tunities w&nting. 

One of the gleatefi: difficulties which Townfhend and Walpole had to en
counter, arofe from the management of the German junto, who principally 
governed the king. This Junto, at llis acceffion, and for (orne time after. 
confi/h.",1 of his two mifirefies, the duehers of Kendal and the counters of 
Darhngton. and hie; German miniRers and fol.vountes. 

Ercnga.rd Melefina, baconees of Schulenburgb. and printers of Eberftein. 
was the favourite miftrcrs of George the Firft, when eleetoral prince. and 
after his [cpantion from his wife, the unfortuna.te Sophia, princers of Zcll. 
he is fa.id to have efpoulcd her with his left hand, a fpecies of marriage 
not uncommon in Gumany. She accompanied the king to England, and 
was, in 1716, t:reated baroners of Dundalk, counters and marchioners of 
Dungannon of thp kingdom of Jl1"lanrt; and, in 1718, made a. petrefs of 
G~at Britain, by the title of baroncfs of Glaftonbuty, countefs of Fever
{ham, and duchefs ot Kt'ndal t, by which title fhe is commonly known . 
Her in.fluence o\'er the king was fo confiderable, that the different patties 
in the cnbinet, and the leaders in oppofition, paid the molt obfcquious court, 
and even the emprefS of Gennany maintained a private correfpondence with 
her1 with a ... icw to induce the king to renew the conneCtion between England 
and the houfe of Atlfi.ria. This afcendancy is the more furprifing. when it 
is confidered tbat (he did not poB'efs much beauty of couDtenance, or ele
gance of per[on; for the elefll'ffs Sophia, pointing her out to Mrs. Howard, 
f;,id t, U Do you fet" tbat maukin? you would fcarcC'ly believe tbat (he has 
captivated my fon ;" and according to Sir Robert 'Valpole, (whore opinion. 
however, as he did not readiJy fpeak in apy foreign language, and /he could 
not convc:rfe in Enghfb, muft be received with caution) her intellefu were 
mean and contemptible. MODey was with her the principal and prevailing 
c0n6derati~ and he was often heard to (ay,,(he was (0 venal a creature~ that 
the would have fold the king" hODOur for a fhilliag advance to the heft bid
<jer~. Sh< rJfeficd great and conftont regularity in her public devotion,_ 
fnqucntly attcruling feveral Lutben.n cbapel, in the fame day. The miniftcr 
of ti,e LIothcran chllrCh in the 51,Of. re£ufcd to admit her tu the facramcnt; 
~ !be ..... KCCivcd II the chwcll of tho fame commuNon in the city n. 
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His other mifuefs, whom he brough.t over with him to England, was Chapter ". 

Sophia Charlotte, of the heuCe of omen. She was filler of the ccl(bratcd. .,n6. 
'- J counters of Platen. mi!trefs of the e1eaor Ernell Auguftus, and wife of baron 

Kilmanfeck. from whom {he was fcparatod. On the deatb of ber hulb.l.lld. 
in 172 I 1 lhe was created counters of LeiDfter in the kingdom of Ireland, ba~ 
ronefs of Brentford, and counters of Darlington·. She was a woman of great 
beauty, hut'"bec:ame extremely corpulent as Che advanced in. years. Her 
power over the king was not· equal to that of the ducbefs of Kendal; but 
although Che was younger, and more accomplifhed than her rival. feveral 
penom about the court, conceiving her influence to be greater than it really 
was, ineffeCtually endeavoured to rife by her means. Her cbamlter for ra· 
pacity was not inferior to that of the duchefs of Kendal. 

The Hanoveriln minifters who had the principal influence over the king, 
were baron Bothmar. Couflt Bernfdorf, and Robcthon. Baron Bolhmar had 
been the king's principal agent in Enghnd during the btter years of quee.Q 
Anne. By his 'advice George had almoft uniformly aded; a.nd it was prin-
cip:lily owing to his interpofition, that TownChend was entrul1:ed with the 
chief power, and became the head of the newadminil1:ration. Bothm.1r now 
conceived that his ferv.ittes could not be too amply rewarded by the miniftcr 
to whofe elevation he had grt:atly contributed; he took uml2rage on finding 
that his recommendations were often rejetled , and tbat fufficient refpect wa.s 
not paid to his opinion. 

Count Bernfdorf, of an illuftr'ious family. folid talents, and confidcrable 
experience, was the rninifter whom George confulted in foreign affairs. 
On his arrival in England, he was anxious to incre:lfe his confequencc, and 
improve his fortune. But finding his views oppofed by Townlliend and- Wal-
pole. he became difgufted. and joining with Bothmar and the miftn:ff"es. w.u 
prepared to forward any attempt \\'hich might be made to drive Lhem from 
the helm. 

{' harnCter of 
th~ tmmtef. 
of Darling. 
to •• 

Charalkr of 
Bothmar •. 

Bernfd,,,r. 

- The party was farther ftrengtlle~ed by tllc ~ceffion of Robethon, [he kingls Robtthon. 
Frt"nch fccretary. This Ina\} was of a French refugec tamily, and bec:ll11c 
priv;Iote fecrctary to king William, from whofe le;fVice he entered into that of 
the houCe of Brunfwick. He foon bcc:lme confidentiallecretary, 6rfl: of tbe 
duke ofZeU, and afterwards of George the Firft. when eleCtor of Ha.nover, 
and was tbe perfon employed. in c:lrrying on the confidential correfpondcnce 
... ith England t. This privOltc intcrcourlc g:lVe him a confiderable afcendan'1 ' 
over his mllfter; nnd 'being a man of aJJrefs, great knowledge of mankind. 
and weUllcquainted with the leading members ill both hourt,~ of .llhrliAmrnl. 

E,xtilltt Peera~. t M3tl)h~rron'~ PJPel" \oJ ~ , 

M. 
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he Wa! enabled to ad. a c:onfpicuous part. Hjs fitnation with the king 
rendered him infolent and prefumptuous; his neceffitics wcre great. and his 
venality was fo notorious as to excite the difpleafure, and caU forth the re~ 
monftrances of TownChend and Walpole; confequently, he became their in
veterate enemy, zea\oufly promoted the views of Sunderland, and attached 
himCeif to thofe who were labouring to obtain their difmiffion. 

To thefe penons of ollenfible confequcnce, muft be added twoTurks, known 
by the names of M uftapha and Mallomet·. They had been taken prifoners by 
the ImperaIifis in Hungary, and had ferved the king when eletl:oral prilu:e. 
who Wa! wounded in that campaign, with fuch 2eal and fidelity, that he took 
tbt1ll to Hanover, brought them to England. and made them pages of the 
back~fl:airs. Their influence over their mafter was fo great, that their names 
are mentioned in a difpatch of count Broglia to the king of France, as 
potfeffing a large Chare of the king's confidence. Thefe low foreigners ob· 
tained confideraQlc {ums of money for recommendation to pla.ces. 

Thefe miflreifes, mio.iilers, and favourites, coming from a poor electorate. 
conftdered England. as a kind of land of promife, a.nd at the fame time fo 
precarious a polfeffioo. that they endeavoured to enrich themfeIves with aU 
pemble fpeed t. With this view they fold their inlluence over their maller 
at a high price, and difpofed of all the places and honours which the king 
could confer, without the intervention of his EngliOl mini!l:ers. Their ve
nality arore to fo great a height, as obliged Walpole to remonfuate againft 
them; but the king &lmon fan8:ioned the -abu[e, by replying with a [mile. 
" I fuppofe you are al[o paid for your recommendations !." Private emolu
ments, and concealed advantages, did not however fatisfy their rapacioufnefs ; 
they began to aim at the honours of rank and pre-eminence. The ladies were 
dciirous of being made peercffes; Bothmar and BcrnfJorf, afpired to a 
fcat in the houfc of lord~ i while Robethon, aff'etlcd to content himfelf with 
the title of baronet. To thefe pretenlions, which Ihl! conduct of William 
had CanCt ioncd , the aCt of fettlcmcnt prcfe':lted an infuperable barrier. ]n~ 

• Pore hu mentioned one of thefe Tl'rks 
in terms of approbalion, ill hi. moral ciT,,> s, 
Epinle "nd, to a lady. -

U From peer or bifuop 'tis no elfy thing. 
I. Todral\' the InJn \vho IOlla hisGor.l,OI' king, 
.. Alai! I (Opy (or my.draught wauld flul) 
.. From K~U.IUT MAli'",.,., or plain parr on 

" Hale." 
Pottnitl 01 Lbr two T\Ilks art 011' the ,",'at 

Jlair-cafe in KenGngtoll palace. L)'fon'~ En • 
viron! of Londoll, IIOJ. ,_ p. 10]. 

t During the whole reIgn ot Gt-orge the 
Fim, arter the rdi:?,nl.lion ot the duke of So
merref, no mafier of Ihe horfe wa~ appointt'd; 
the profit' of the place were appropri~d to 
the dud,er, 01 Ktndal. The emolum~nb of 
lhe rmfterfilip of Ihe buck hound., we're 21fO 
refcrvtd for one of the GCr'flWlSo 

t :FrOfJ) Lon! Orford. 

I<left 
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terea. roon enabled t~ to difcover that the regulations. ~ that all: did not 
extend to Ireland; the haronefs of Schulenberg was gr.atified with the title 
of duchefs of Mun!ter, and the IriCh eftablifhment loaC'ied with p::nflons. 
But this advancemC9t did no~ fatisfy that ambitious woman, who was lef; 
gu.tificd by this title, than irritated againft T ownfhend and Walpole, for 
oppofing her demand of being created an Englilh peere[s. The minifters 
and [ecretary, animated with a fimilar raneour, behaved with great infolence 
towards the leaclel'S of the cabinet. infomuch that Walpole once, in the pre
fence of the king, rebuked the prefumption of an impertinent OI.ffertion, by 
the ftem reproof, " Mentiris impudentiffime..... In confequence of there 
repeated altercations, the Hanoverian crew endeavoured to counteratr. by 
their intrigues, the influence of Towntbenu and Walpole, and infufe into 
the king's mind, fuch fufpic ions and prejudices as, affifted by other intrigua, 
ended in the difiniffion of thofe able minifters. 

Thefe, and many other mifchiefs. which were the necdfal'Y coofequences of 
the introdutl:.ion ~ a foreign family, cannot be concealed or controverted. 
Yet, while we relate and deplore them in their full jatitude. Jet U5 not fo far 
forget the bleffings derived from the (;une fouree, as to overlook our (fcape 
from R:ill greater evils. This eYent. which w.as occafionally productive of 
great incom·eniences. was the price paid for the prefervation of our religion 
and conl1:it ution. The option was necefrarily made between Hanover and 
R ome; between civil and religious liberty. accompanied by temporary dif
advantages, or papal and defpolic tyronny, followed by fure ~d permanent 
degradation. 

• from Lord O,£ord. 
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ArqUljiliotC of Brtme. alld Yn'tim.-A1Jianu will, F,'anu. 

H ANOVER now became the centre of the mon important neg,oti:l
tions. The two great objefu of thefe negotiations were to complete 

the acquifition of Bremen and Vetden~ and to fecure tranquillity at home, 
by a ftritt union with France. 

At the peace of 'Veftphalia, the archbiChopric of Bremen, and bilhopric 
of Verden, were ceded to Sweden. But their commodious lituation, between 
the territories of the hQufe of Brunfwick and the rea, rendered them a deftr
able objeCt. of :u:quifition to the dukes of Zell and Brunfwicl.:, and thore 
princes had [olmed fe\'cm attempts to obtain paffeffian, but had always 
failed of fuc:ccfs. At le~th George the Firft obtained .;rhat his anceftors 
could not accomplifh. Frederic the Fourth of DenmJ.rk, having, in 1712, 
conquered HoJftcin, Slcfwic, Brcmen, and Verden, and unable to retain them, 
or even to reCill: the arms of Sweden. on the return of Charles the Twelfth 
frpm Turk.ey, fO)llld it prudent to cede a part, that he might not be de. 
priv;ed-of the whole. _ He accordingly tQncJudc:d a treaty, which though long 
f~tledf was not rat~fied till the '7th of July, 1715. with George, as eject-or of 
Hanover; by wbich it W3S agreed, that Bremen and Verdcn fhould be put 
into the poffefJion of the king of England, on the condirion, of paying 
[.. J 50,000, and declaring war againft Sweden. In confequence of this treaty. 
George joined the coalition againft Sweden, and a Britifh fleet was, in t 7 1 5. 
difpatchcd to the Baltic, with the pretence of proteaing our trade againft the 
SwcdiOI depredations, but for the real purpofe of compelling Sweden to accept 
a fum of money as an equivalent for thofe dominions. 

The king of Sweden, provoked ilt the conduct of George the Firil:, and 
well awve. that in the capacity of e1eaor only, he would not have joined the 
confederacy againil: him, direlted his efforts of vengeance again1\: the Eng. 
J.i.lh; his minifters at London, and at tne Hague. caballed with the difat!'eft. 
cd in England, and preparations were making~ to invade G reat Britain, with 
a con6derable army, in favour of the dethroned famiJy. 

The Pretender did nat fail tiling advaD.tage of this tranfaa:ian, to Ten. 
der the new' king odious to hU Englilh {ubjef\s; and he artfully ob{ervod • 

• Tin4al,"IOI. la. p. 4$" 
JU 
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in his new manifefto, n Whilft the principal powers engaged in the late wars 
enjoy the bleffings. of peace, and arc attentive to , difcharge their debts, and 
tafe their people, Great Britain, in the mid!\: of peace, feels all the load of a L -

war, new debts are contratl:ed, new armit''I are raift'd at 11ome, Dutch forces 
are brought into thefe kingdoms; and oy lalt;'l! poJ}dP01J oll"~ Dllrhy oJ B,.e-
mm, in vie/lltian of Ihe public fnilh, a door is opened by the ufurper to let in 
an inunda.tion of foreigners from abroad, and to rt'duce thefe nations to a 
ftate of dependence on one of the mo{\: inconliderable provinces of the em~ 
pire." 

The advocates (or Townfhend and Walpole, have afferted that they uni. 
fonnly counterad:ed the acquifition of Bremen and Verden, and th:lt their 
oppofition to tbat favourite objeCt of Hanoverian politics, was the principal 
c:1Ufe of their fubfetifScnt difgrace. But whatever blame or merit rcfult. 
from that meafure, attaches to them ; for I difcover among th~ papers com .. 
mitted to my infpeCtion, Uhequivocal proofs, that they approved, in the 
firongeA. manner, the propofed acquifition. Slingelandt, afterwud. pen~ 
fionary of Holland, and the confidential friend of lord: Town(hcnd, had 
declared, in a letter dated March loth, 1717, Ii A, much as the crown of 
Grea t Britain is fuperior to the eledoral np, fo much 1, tbe king intcreltcd 
to facrifice Bremen and Verden for a peace, rather than continue any 10,.... 
in a war." But Townfhcnd was fo far from approving the (acntice, that .. 
obferved in anfwer; U I am of oplnion, that every attempt £hould be mada: 
to induce the king of Sweden to make peace, without depriving him of any 
of his dominions fituated out of the empire, for in regatd to his German 
provinces, I muft tell you frankly, without any partiality to the preteoftOnl 
of the king, but limply with • view to the interefb of Gtat Britain and 
Holland, that we mull not rulfer Sweden to rd.Iin any longer thaI< gates 
of the empire, which, (UlCO the pClce of Wetlph .... /be b .. ..- mode uk 
of but for the purpofe of introducing COIIfufiaD II1II ..uorder, or of tuming 
Gennany from the purfuit of its true intnelU tpinO: Frmcc." ADd in 
another part of the fame lttt~r,. he adcb, U J Jay it ~ AI • ~th.t 
for the advantage and ttanqU1llity of Europe. the kio& of Sweden to 
be deprived of thofe provinces which ha'fe fupplied him with t.be meaDI of 
doing·ro much mifchief.!' 

Hor""e Walpole, in hi. pamphlet,. .. The Intereft of Great Britain n-liIy 
purfued," has amply expatiated on this (ubjeCt, and explained ~ moti ... 
whicb induced hi. brother to Jilvourtllis I'urehafe. .. It ;. the int ... ll of" tI!jI , 
country, It be obferves, U that thoH: two provinces, which command tbt aa .. ' 
Yiption afthe Elbe and weCer, the only hu .... from tile llritilb (, as into Ger· 

4 many, . 
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mlny, ant.1 whi.ch, in cafe of any difturbance in the North, arc mol\: capable 
of proteCting or interrupti-eg the BrittO, trade to Hamburgh. ihould rather 
be annexed co the king's eletl:oral dominions, tban remain in the hands of 
Denmark, who has frequently fonned pretenfions on that city i or of Sweden, 
who 11clS molefled our commerce in th~ Baltic:," 

The next great objeCt which the Britifh cabinet had in view, was (ofecure 
the tranquillity of Great Britain, by forming ruch alliances with the European 
powen,.as would ('ounteract. the intngues of the Pretender abroad, deprive 
him of foreign affiftance, and awe his (cHowers into fuhmiffion. 

Townnlend and W.llpolc were well aware, that the, danger of invafion~ 
and interior trouble!, did not fo much proceed from the efforts of the dif'
affed:ed at home, as from the hopes of affi.frJJlce from France. If the pro
fpea of French interpofition could be removed, or the effeCt counteracted, 
tranquillity would be the nece1fary and unavoidable; confequence. To attain 
that great end, only two methods could be adopted; the one to form f\) 
intimate a conneCtion with the emperor and Holland, as to ret France at 
defiance; and the other to fccure the fnendfltip of France, and to employ 
the public ami private ctfortsofthat power, wInch ha.tl hitherto either openl) 
or covertly promoted the refiorallon of the dethroned [dmii),. and encolI
Qagcd the efforts of the Jacobites in Great BritalD, :tgainft that very fami !). 
-..d Ut {uppett of tile Proteil:ant fucceOion. " 
_1Jril9 charge wa.s .:ver more frequently ,or more violently urged againft the 

pBaciplcs of the adminifuation, which \Valpole either direCted, or 1n which 
be tCO-Operated bdOr.e he acquired the power and Influence of prime mini
fter.~ba-n tha.t ' of.~fertlllg the houfe of Au(tna., our natuml ally, and of 
joining with Fraote, our invctcJ1lte cnemy~ 1 fhall therefore IdY before the 
reader the mottve$o'wbieh ~ced the two brother minifters .to prder, at tllls 
patticulll JunCture, thocopadtion With Flanee 10 the union with the Haufe of 
Aufu-ia.. To Townfhendlnd Walpole is un~o\lbtedlyuue the credit or reproach 
of havjng tirfr formed t.he.,projeCt of that alliance, and of havmg carried that 
fchemei~oo, in oppoiition to the opi.ni.on of Sunderland and Stan· 
hopff ud iD direct ~iaion to the firft vicw.! of the Hanoverian mi .. 
nifters. _., 

The deatl~ of Louis the Fourteenth, on the I n of September I? 1-1" bad 
gi~ 11. new afpeCl. to the atr.irs of Fra.ne~ ..,.d of Europe, and hdtenecl the 
6pa:l COIlc1u.Aon of thofe compllcatcrJ. negot,iatioJU which the trea~y iii Utrecht 
bid CIlI.;Jod upon ~ l\ritilh admin~'I"- Although, duritis tbe !au., 

.daJo.of that bigoltod M¥I ""bitious monarch, the bleffing1 of peace were 
tho conllan! theme I'f ,bis COJlveru.tion, a pafiion for glory, aad the frenzy of 

war, 
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war, full lurked in his heart. His cabals with the tnal·conknts In England, 
his connivance at the intrigues of Ormond :md Bolingbroke at P.uis, the 
permiffion of providing arms and ammunition, and the preparations making at 
Dunkirk for an attack upon England, were 100 m:mifefl: to cfc.\pc obfc(vativn. 

Under thde circuml1::lOccs, the carl of StJ.ir, who had [upenetled Prior in 
his embalfyat Paris, lU:lde fecret overtures to the duke of Orleans, who Wa~ 
!l.pprehcnfive left the king of Spain nlOukl wreft the regency out of his 
llunds; and at a meeting with the abbe du Boj~. the wntidcntial agent" of the 
duke of Orleans, promifcd him the a.ffiftancc of Engb.nd to {ccure the re
gency to the duke on the Jeath of Louis the Fourteenth, ami his {lI e-reDian 
to the crown of Fra.nce, O,ould the dauphin, aftcrward~ Louis the Fifteenth. 
die withoul iffue. Stair reiterated thefe afiuranccs in :1. pcrfonal inten' i!.!w 
with the uuke; who folemnly pledged himfclf not to afIifl the Pretender, 
anJ to demoliOl the fluices at Mardy ke. The [arne offers were renewed, in a 
ilill ftronger manner, on the death of the king of France. Hints were at the 
{(lme time thrown out, that the true way to eftablifh a perfeCt undcrlland
jng between the two countries, would'be to fend the Pretender out of Lor· 
raine, and his two adherents, Ormond and Bolinghroke, out of France. But 
the duke of Orleans hnd no fooner fucceeded in annulting t he tefiaOlent of 
Loui~ the Fourteenth, and {ecured to himfdf the regency without refrric
tions, than he ccafed to exprefs himfclf to wnrm ':l. friend to George the Fica ; 
IHll while he ga.vc alfur~nccs that he would tlemoii(h Mardyke, anfwercd 
nothing po!ili\'e with ref pdt to the Pretender, Ormond, and Boling,brokt, 
:Hld {i.:cr!.!t1r affiftcd, or at leaft connived at, the invafiun of Great Britain. 

\Vhen thefe attempts of the Pretender had failed of fucccfs. and the !land· 
:ud of rebellion was overthrown, the regent found it his incereft t to court 
the friendfhip of England, whofe llffiftance might be necdr.lry in ft:curing to 
him the crown of France in cafe of the death of Louis the Fifteenth, who 
was a wea.k and fickly boy. It wac; ~!.!ncr.\ll }' fUli>eCtcd that Philip the 
Fifth would not think hi:nfclf bound by hi~ renunciJ.t ion of the crown of 
France; and as Spain, under the a~miniftrntion of cardinal Alberoni, wa.s be. 
ginning to awake from her krl larg.r, and to make v,ill prcp:Lr;t1ons both 
by land and fea., du Bois fuggd'\.ed that the fole purpofe of thefe exertiofb 
w:u to allert the rights of Philip to the crown of France. The regent ac-

• Hardwicke State P.ptn, vol 1.. 

t The fudden chauge of behaviour of the 
'egf'ut &rid hi, cnurt. occaGonerl by the flip
puffinn of lile re:bellion,1!)pc::1f1 in lord StU'S 
'oumal, .l A Ja cour 011 eft (out e:tollnc; Ie. 

MUS (~le5 comll~/1l:c:nt a traiter Ie ChcuJicr 

VOL. I. 

de: 51. Georgt du Prctu.da!\4:. 11 y .1 d~ul( 
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b rour .. qui mCI!On Ie: jlH~J I heL mov." 
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l..ulJipgty rent'wld his overture!!; but the king, inccnfed a.t hb tormer eqol
vocal cundut\., wO\\ld not cordially hfien to his offers, and epened a. ne_ 
gotiation with the court of Vienna and the States Genel .. l for 3. f(pafate de
fenfive alliln't:. In confequenct of there ({:Colutinns, the ancieot alliance 
wilh the l 1mtcd Provinces was renewed at \Vdlinmfier Oil the 16th of Fe
bru:l.ry ... lnd a new dcfenfive t reaty with the Emperor on the 25th of May; 
and tbe Bntilh cnbll1C' t informl'd the regent, that the departure of the Pre
h:ndl!l to the other fide of the Alp .. , was an indifpenlable preliminary. In 
\'am France attempted to prevent the union of the three powers, by offering 
to conclude a defenfive alliance with Great Britain and the United Province!!, 
lind in ('ale of a war with the Emperor, to obferve a neutrali ty in . the Low 
Countri~s. The infidlOufnefs of thiS propofal, did not efcape the obfervn· 
tion of Townfhend, who, in a letter to Horace 'Valpole, reprobat~d it as 
chimerlcal and fuB of de\ufion "'; and exprdfed a detennin!.tron to f()tn\ 
fuch alliances with the Emperor and th(" State<; G~n~ra.l, as would let the 
French (ee. that if they had a mind tc! fall out with one of them. they would 
certrunly bring thf rcfi into the quarrel. 

Thdc \·igorous meafures alarmed the regent; and induced him now to court, 
with zeal and lincerit)', the fricndfllip of England. Stair availed himfeIf of 
thefe fav(lurable fentiment~, to promote the fuccers of the negotiation. But 
ilis addrefs, and the influence which he had gained over the regent, gave 
11mbrage to Torey , d'HuxcUes, and the Fr~nch minifters who were averre to 
the treaty; and they had inrettA: rufficient to have the negotiation transferred 

• Letter from Townlhrnd to H onc!! WaI· 
,ole, ~;Ih D~cembtr 17'5' W.I[>Ole P.pm;. 

.. 1 his rnorl11n~ thc three m'lls. which 
carne in from Hotland, hrnught me your Imen 
ofdl~ .'II! and 3lfl N.~, whkh J have rnd 
10 his ntaJcAy, who wn glad to fee th.lt the 
French ambl!W.dor wa~ (lif.~poinltd in hIS 
hopa of the grat dfe8s his pro('lOf.1 of ntn· 
Inlily for.the Allitml' Low Cnuntrin,jn cafe 
of 1. war, would Mve in Holland. Indeed the 
projeS: (cern5 fa chimericaJ, and is fo full of 
dtlllGo.n, lhat it \I'U hardly fit to be {erioufiy 
offend by one, 01 J'Utlved b)l the other, And 
'Done but France, who i, \lfed to contrive fuch. 
amulina (chemr:, could prnend 10 propefe 10 
ftipula,e with .. tftitd pow~, • Qtutrl.1iIY for * dominion. br:lontl!l& to lnotbC'l'. who may 
bllt eoufcnl to It. Par what could ruth • 
ClOMftltkJn beTwftf!, the D\IIc.hand tbe French 
rlguUy, if tht flJIpnot'. 'Who !,II; ma1\a of the 

4 

cnuntl)'. fhould not: think il fnr his inleren to 
mind II , Metlnnk. we all' gi\'ing opporlunilir'l 
to France to play ever t lte lame game they dId 
after tilt prace of Ry{wick, whell the lembJe 
.pprehenGona of • new lI'ar, made UJ and the 
Dutl.h rUIl 11110 the mcafur~5 fl{ WI' PartItion 
Trc;Jlv, whkh II'S bel ieved mIght bt 3. wou
dt'(fuf pre{ervative Igalnf1 • ",n. but in effeCt. 
praon<i the fouree, Ind the chi~f occalion of it. 
Wt here, the Sfll\tS m.y be (UTt, nlallnot be 
fond to tngage in ~ new war, who feel the cf~ 
(eCis of ont II pufent in our bowel.; Itt us, 
thc:rt'fou. kerp to our old maxim!;, ;u~d vnire 
firongly togethtT. 'rhe way to a .... oid a ..... ar. 
i~ not to be much afraid of one, and to form 
fuch liD union a.mong the 1.11ia., as 10 let the 
F~nch f~, that if thcy have I mint! to fall out 
with OM af us, t11q wiu c.maWy Win& all the 
reft iDto the quan'd." 

to 
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to the Hague. under the direct ion of Chatcauncl,f. the Frclllh :uubaffador. 
who was hoftile to the whole tranfaction. 

Horace: \Valpole, as miniller from England. conductcd the bufincG, with 
great ability. He counteracted the illli igul'~ of Chatcauncuf, and threw J. 

momentary fpirit into the weak and w:l.~ering coullfch of the Dutch repub
lic . He faw and apprccinted the advantage .. which would relult from all 
~l1iance witl~ France, in infuring domdl.i," ft:curity and foreign tranquillity. 
He was apprehenfivc left the infidioll!l conduct of the fl!gcnt might fa far 
exci te a juft, though imprudent indignation in the king and minii1:ry. as to 
induce them to reject all overtures of accommocb.tion with France, ami 
laboured ince1fantl y to avert what hc juftly confiderec1 [0 great an evil "'. 

1n a conference \\ ilh penfionary Hcinfius, of which H orace \Valpolc give .. 
an Recount in :l pri .... ate lett er to L ord T ownOlend. he cletail ~ , in a few words, 
the advantages which would re[u lt to the king and n:l.tion, from an alliance 
with France t . 

• "If J may vrnlure to give your iordfuip 
my own fen timents uJ.lon t hi. matl~, .it IS 

very naturall 10 think that France has t",o 
Vlel15 in her prefent condufl:; J., if the rrgent 
fliouhl propok 10 enter 1010 new engagements 
with his majdl y, and the Stales, and Ihey 
(llould ~cccpt of his propofall , ~nd make a 
trea t\" with him. he nuy ddign by thai mnn. 
IU ~r; ,ure and di(arm thcom, and thrreby have 
3. bct:er opportunity 10 attack e'lthuj or :1, •• , If 
Iht' rcogent's offen of Ihi~ nature fi lould be re· 
Jedl.'d , be may hope to take an ad vantage of filch 
:a relllfall. and to intl nualr, bOlh in Englalld 
.. nd Holland, Ihat hi~ m;!jefiy has a dthgll 10 
keep his forcel> 011 fool: and to quarrell with 
Frallce'; by nOI forgetting what j~ p:lfi, nor 
being ~illin~ to COnle' 10 a ~~ tter underfiar.,d . 
ing Wil l) the regent; and If fue h a notion 
lbould once uke pl!lee, it would have' a ven· 
ill eff"elt: in both co 'mtTy~ j bu! tn difapptli nl 
Fr.ltlce in Ihefe IWI> vitws, may it not be Ad. 
vifrahle not 10 ta lk tl ird t lr againfi all all iJncc: 
with france:, to prevent furthC'f IlJIfchidb, at 
k afl no further- thaD to filow hUI\" necefTary it 
is, :lfter the' regel\,l'! late condlllt:, to conclude 
!Ilt clefenlive treaty wilh the Empuour, pre
ferahle to :any other whatf6ever, i'ince it COIII
not be e lpc8:ed that his majeRy fh olll e! feek 
Ihe friendfbip ilnd confi dence of Fr.1l1rc:, 3.flC:r 
the ue.ge he lias received from bc:r ; and if the 
regr nt {ho\lkl make anT p!"Qp.ftition for an Oil· 
liwcc With his majrfiy, and the' States, it m~y 
~ fo far received as to h.iVe it leifurcly confi-

dc-red, 3.nd his majefiy has Trafon and right 
(,nough 10 inlifl: upon ffllne' certain ' nicks to 
be made part of that treaty, which, if acceptc:tI 
and elL"C'Cli led, may put! us OUI of all apprrhen
finlls of the Prelrlld~r ; anri if tejrR~, \\ ill 'l:X' 
pof" the rcgenl'b III ddign~ 10 ~Il the world. 
In the mc:all time', 1 fuppol;, Ihlll t he cl ~ fc n1ive 
alliance wilh 'l lr~ ElI llle-rour {holl id be pro. 
moted u, much iI ~ poffiblt·, and a forcc: by fea 
nnd land, fll fficienl for ou r fc-cIlrity, bC' kt'pi 
up. For as ut one fide' we n' ul\ ~ake (~n: o f 
not b~itlg duptd by I rllIICe, we (I ~Ifl nn the' 
other :Jvoyd bdns: tho.u~ht de(irou~ nf iI 'lllar· 
rell , and Irrt contll t"a blc:, ('ven for our own f('. 
tllrity, and tht prefn-valinn of the prat e-." 

t " The prefent fituati on of alf1irs in Eng. 
innd c~n by no means be 3greuhl. 10 him. 
Oil one hand, it c:tn'l h ... ( .. {e or prudC"nt fnr 
hi ~ Illajd:y ·n brt:tk his troops lnd di( .. I'T! him_ 
felf, untill he hal realon 10 believe, tJlJt to'rarrce 
h.ls atmnclunN the cauie of the Pl"'tender j on 
Iht: other !;de die veople of Enf-land may" grow 
nne.l (y ;jt the hurthc-n :"Ilid I'" pc:n(e ot :l nand_ 
ipg-army ; (0 that it i ~ ccnaiuly the intent both 
of his nl"l jefiy lIlid hi~ minifi t y, to have a 
frit ntlfhip and cOllfidenct u. ilh F ranCC', Ihl! by 
having nothing to aprrehtnd fwm thencc:, [he 
gO\'erllnt"lIt may relurn tn its n3.lur:t1l confii· 
(mioll of ~\l""Jrd" alld g:lTTifons, and enjoying 
p~rftft. ea1t: and n:poft:; and I added. tlilil it is 

. <"videm, h.v his Im.jl fiy's whole conrlult, thlt 
hI' h:ls dOIle' all thlll is pnffible fnr him to g<l in 
tbe' rt~elll 's amity and good will." 

N2 T OWnOlC!ttd 
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Towntllend had previo\lflyadopted the fame fcntiments; and it WJ.$ in 
a great meafure owing to his fuggeftion~ . that the Britifh cabinet opened a 
negotialion for a deft:n(ive alliance with Fr.J.nre. But the deceitful hehaviour 
of Chatc."ul1( uf, and the dilatory procceJlOgs of the Dutch. enforn.:d (he Il l 

cemty of morl' exped itious and decifUo'c mca(ures. Lorll Stair t,k' XtcrouOy 
Cou!l ll'.:a'-'tcd the intrigues of the Frencb mininers at Pari s. by tontri\'ing to 
plan: thl: .ncgotiation in the hands of the abbe du Boi~> who repaired to l-h. 
nQ I cor, where the bUlmeE \vas carried on by (cCTdary Stanhope under the 
rmlll<.'diate aufj)ice~ of the king. The n{'gotiation was conduClcd with fueh 
Iccrecy amI JI(patch, that an interval of a few days only clapfed between the 
arrival of du Bois, and the aclJufiment of the preliminaries ". 

After a few conferences, Du Boi~ agreed, in the name of the regent,. to 
fend the Prclcnder beyond the Alps, and to dcmolifil the port of Mardykt:t • 

. called by Lord Townfhend. in a let ter to Hurace \VaJpole, .. that terrible 
,. thorn in tilt' fide of England." on conriilioll of confirming tIle ;t.rticlc= ill 
the treaty of Utrecht, wlm:h guarantied the fucceffioll of tile crown of France: 
to the houre of Orleans, fllOUld Louis the Fifteenth die without iffuc . 

• COl'fffvondt'nle,Pcriod Il. 
t One of Ihe arl ldts in the trealY of 

Utrr('ht., txpref~ly f1ipublfd the drmolitinn of 
Duukirk from which pOri the l~de of Eng_ 
la.ndaud Holland had been incummodeduunng 
the lale war. The king ot France h:u.llile. 
rally (ulfilled this article i but had. at the fame 
tinle. opened a new tan~1 at Mardyke, ~bich 
... .,uld lave b«n equ.t1ly prrjud,cial to" thr: 
tn.le of Grdlt Britain. Prior, at that time em4 

ball"ador at Paris, wu ord~t'd to prer,.nl a me
motial, "frtffiog the }If'rlonnance of t~e 9th 
anicJe 0 the m:lty of Ulrrch,. Tilt' kill! of 
Fr.II~CC: dccbred 111 txprds ItrmS, lhal to' ar· 
4yke wa~ nl'lt Dunk.irk, anrl thai the tuaty of 
Utrecht did nnt \lc:pri\'c ],im of the natural 
right of a fovereign, to cnnfirull (ucn works a 
he lhould judge mon propt"C for t':t: prem:!. 
tinn of hll (ubjcib. 1 he Irulh as, that the 
Engl\fh pknipotentiarit~ had been eXlremely 
n~&li!'.~nt; in ftipulat ing the demnliHon I'lf 
Ihmkrrk, it could not be tbelt wtenllofl tlut 

allothl" :tod a btll ~r ]larbour nlould he made 
on the fAmc eoan: Dut llul filpuJati on tllould 
nave ~c:n infertal ; a'ld it WI;S n~tur.tl thJt 
.11 adnmage'S 'fllOuld be takr n hy tbe Frrnch. 
on ~ hom fuch articll'~ wrre impo (cd i. ~1I<1 
;3ccording to Lord Stair §, Prior, emb.llfadnr 
at Pari ~. f«med allozcther unk.nn\t'ing as to 
tbe affair of Mardykci 10 have had no in
ttrultioll! while the canoll IYIIS mal..ing; :lOci 
to have concrrnrd himfelf no fJuhtf about if, 
lince 1:\1: dclivcml the mtn1{ma l~ . The e3d 
of Starr pro(l'cuted the all'lIt with gTC'lter zeal 
and vigour; it now became :tn ~ 'bJett 01 im. 
portance, lIrd lord T ownfllrnd ob(erv« In 

Horace Walpole, .. The: article or Manhkc July 
is in truth the cruef and mon dTenlb l POUlI for 
thc,jnterdl 01 Enj:land, for which hi. m~j .. fiy 
ha, occaGon to dttire tnis aUlanc~." 

t T indal, vol. .1. p 317. H" 
§ HardwICkt', Slat( Pa, ... , vol. s. ,.. •• s. 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTEENTH : 

SitU(JliOH of Affair; al Homr.-ConthIEJ of the Pri1lu 0/ Wl1les.-PrecnrioIlS and 
perplexed Sil llQfiOlI 0/ rOWly/mld mId IVa!po/e.-Dtporltlrt of Sunderlnlld._ 
Caz(frs of tht King's DiJpltn/lIrc ngai'!fi T'owltjhmd al1d Wolpo/e.-Tluir Of' • 

. pgfiliolllo his (onlinClt/flt Po/iJics.-IVa/pole's Rifl}/onu to the POYIle", of rtt 
Gn-man TroopJ.-bzlriglll1 nlld Arroganu of tht Hmloverilm Mini/lcrs.
SWlder/tmd nrrMJ(J at H mIO'lJt:r.-Cahals with tlu Gt'rmnn ]lInl,.-GaillJ 

. Stnnhopr:.-Prt'Uaifs on ' he Kiltg 10 difmifi Townfornd. 

W HILE TownOlcnd was thus fuccefSfuIIy eOl pIoycd in refl.oring con,· 
rcgucncc and d igni ty to the Brit ifh negotiations abroad, and in fc

curing tranquill it y at home; while Walpole was condueting the atr'airs of 
finance with wi«lom ~ntl ability, and laying a plan to reduce the intereft of 
the national dl!b(, an attin.' cau:lI was undermining the favour of the brother 
minifiers; :ldvantage W:lS lu.kcn of the king's pl'onen&. to jealou(y j every en~ 
gine wa.s employed againft them at Hanover ; :lnd after a thort, but manly 
ftruggle, Townfhend was dirmiffed, and \Valpole refigried his employment. 

This change in the auminiO:.ration, was derived from the mifunderfta.nd
ing between the king and the prince of Wales j the oppofition of the ca· 
hinet to fame of the plans of continental politics propofed at Hanover j 
the intrigues and arrogance of tbe Hanoverian junto; and the cabals of Sun
derland and Stanhope. 

On the king's departur't', the prince of Wales ~ aifumed the intemaJ 
adminiftration of affairs, and fuch part of foreign tranCadions as could not 
be carried on at Hanover. The rebellion having been fupprtffcd, a.nd traD;

quitlity renored, the people became gradually more and more fatisfied with 
the new government. The king·! enemies imputed tpis fatisfatl:ion, which 
was the natural confequencc of C\;cnt5, to the good ~ondua of the prince~ 
and likewife affetred to fpread abroad, that many aCts of grace, the opening 
of the communication from Dover to Calais, and the difpenfing with paJI"
ports, were owing to the fame caufe. Reports of his affability and co~ 
dcfcen1ion to all perCons, without diftinC\:ion of parties, were circulated, with 
a . mifLhiCVOU5 intention to decry the c:oldnefs and rcfer ... e of the king j and 

' his 
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ill:. plrtial acqUJ.illlance with the Englifh to~gue, W:lS magnified, anJ tepre. 
Ii.·ntt:d as a proof of Ills carneft defire to accommodate himfelf to the cuflom\ 
of the lIatlun. He increafoo his popularity by a Olort progrefs into Kent, 
SllHcx. nnt! H.lmplhirc, and addrcffes were pleparing in fcveral places, ex
t oHmg tis wl{i.lom in the adminiftration of affairs, and the gra.cioufnc\!; of hi !> 
m::mnl'! .') #. Thefe, and othercircumflances, together with the extreme popu
i:uitr -I of the princers of Wales, were not concealed from the king, and 
(auld nol fJ.it to augnlCmt the difguft he had already entertained againH: hi~ 
fan. The prince Hill farther offended the king, by Ihewing particular at
tention t o the duke of Argyle; by his refervc to the minifters in England. 
a.nd by the court which he paid to the T ories. 

While the ",iniJlers were thus expofed to lhc rcfcntmcnt of the prince, 
for their fuperior attachment to his father, rumours were circulated that 
their f!l.vour wa~ declining with the king. In fcvcraJ letters to Stanhope, 
\oValpoJe hinerly cOlllplolins of their irlliJillC filrlalion; nnd, in lhe: ext remit} 
of his· chagrin, cOIllJlJ.res himteJf and his colleagues, to galley fla,'cs, chamed 
t o the oar .: . In rhi~ n neafy fituation. they Judged it llC'l"effary for the king'~ 
/lr;i("e, hi remo\ (' LIlt' preiudicc~. and to acqulre the ("{m fid encc of t he prine-e, 
whi! h their prudcnce and addrcfs had no looner efli.tl.ed , by dcfiroying thl.' 
credit of Argyll'. than they awakened the fufpic ion!o of the king, who wa~ 

feelingly alive .to (cntiments of jealoufy towards his fan. 
Another eaufe of the king's difplea{ure was, the oppofit iOIl of the cabinet 

to the oontin~l\tal politics, and their unwillingncfs to plunge. the country 
in to a wa.r with Ruffia.. A difpute, had ariren bClween the duke and nobles 
of Mecklenburgh. in which the duke wa~ fupportcd by Peter the Great; the 
nobles by the Emperor, the king of Pruffia. and George the Firft. as elector 
of Ha.non-r. George was influenced by Bernfdorf. who. being a noble of 
that duchy. was irritated againfi the Czar. Though thtfe potentates em
br3.ced contrary fides, their views were the fame, th t:: poffdlion of the duke':> 
t erritories. 

Thofe who indifcriminatclyeenfure the condua of Walpole, have not 
ferupled to affert, that he embarked in every fcheme of aggrlIldizement 
which intereft or ambition might fuggdl to the fovereign : on the contrary .... 
in this affair, he and Townfuend difplayed that manly refifi.ance which does 
honour to their charader. and refutes fuch groundlefs accufation. In the 
coune of this quarrcl. Bcrnfdorf propafed to Stanhope the wild and daring 
projet\: of feizing the thip$, difa.rming the forces of the Czar, by mWlS 

• Tindal, V(ll. ". p. ]3. 11. t See Conc(pol1c!alCC, PerKld 1I. 
t Political State: of GrCIU BriWn, 1'01. u .. p. 140· 
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of the Danes" and arrefting and 'detaining his perron until his troop!. {hould 
evacuate Denmark and Germany. Townfhend reprobated, in the Jl:rongdl: 
terms, this violent propofal; reprc:(ented that the profecution of the Wlf in 
the north, would be the ruin of England, declared that padiam~nt could not 
be induced to Canaion ruch a profufion of the public money, fur purpores 
foreign to her real intereth; rccommendC'd a peace wi lh Sweden, and firongly 
urged the neeemty of obtaining that bleffing by fome equivalent refiitutions. 
The freedom of remonfirance ufed on this occahon, incenfed the king, who 
rledarcd that he contidered his deafe(\: interdls facrifi ced to the parfimony af 
the Englifhminiftry. His refentmentwas ftill fa.rther inflamed againfl Vval
pole, by his declaration of the impracticability of replacing the money ac!. 
vanccd for the pay of the troops of Munfter and S:lxt'-Gotha, till the rcce;JJt 
of the fums apPropriated by parliament to that ufe. The anger of the king 
rafe fo high, that Walpole was reproached w.th having broken hi s promift· ; 
the mininer vindicated himfelfwith becoming (pint, and declared, that though 
he could not venture to contradict the king's a(fertion. yet, that if he had 
ever made fuch a promifc, it .had efcaped his memory. 

The rap.tcity and ambition of the German favourites had received feveral 
checks from the fpirit and inflexibility of Townfllend and Walpole; they had 
I)oped to appropriate to themCdves large Cums from the grant of the French 
lands in the ifland of St. Chriftopher, ceded at the peace, and the duehers 
of Munfter had engaged for a fum of money to procure a peerage for Sir 
Richard Child, a violent Tory: Both thefe meafures were counteraaed, 
to the great mortification of the whole junto. ~e haughty and inter
died minrefs, accuftomed to domineer over the minifters of the deCl:.o
rate, could ill brook to be thwarted by the Englifh cabinet. Robethon dif
played his refentrneot by the molt infolent demands, and petulant reproofs •. 

When the earl of Sunderland arrived at Gohre, although he had already 
feeured the powerful aid of the Hanoverian junto, by the promife of obtaining 
a repeal of the diCqualifying c1aufe itt the a8: of fettlement, yet his intrigues 
bad no other chance of being attended with fuccefs, unlefs he could gain fc
cretary Stanhope, who owed his appointment folely to the inBuence of 
Townfhend, and the friendlbip of the Walpoles, and pofIC:1fed their implicit 
confidence. As Townthend himfclf, on account of his wife's pregnancy, 
declined going to Hanover, his colleague was to be entrufted with that im
portant fervice; he was to keep the king neady to his minifters in Eogl:md. 
and to watch and b:J.ftle the intrigues which might be formed to remove 

• lee C~I\ct, ~ n. {*Sm. l'olitical State of Great !riwD, vol. 12. p. 477 . 
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Periocl fr. tltcm. Stanhope appt!Jred peculiarly ql,lalificd for this talk. A long and in· 
l714UlfjZO. tirnate connedion with \Valpo1c, had bound them in the ftrittefi. ties of 
'-= .. J fricodOlip. an.d when \Valpole recommended bim to TownOlcnd, he an-

fwered tor his integrity, as for bis own. - Stanhope himfelf had made no 
applic:!t io n for the office of (ecretary. His frequent rcfidencc in camps, and 
{kill i ll the prafcffion of arms,rendered him, in IllS own opinion, more fit for 
a military than a ci\'il fintioJl ; and when \Valpolc propofed it, he confidcred 
the offer as a matter of raillery. and applicl1 hi s hand to his fword· . It 
wa~ not til! after much perfuafion, and the moil (olemo atru rances, that 
his compliance wOllld ma.terially contnbute to the fecurilyof the ncw ad
minifl:ration. that he was induced to accept the poll. 

One of the prinCIpal charges which Stanhope had received from hi" friend .. 
in England, was to be on his guard againll tbe intrigues of Sunderland; who 
had, under prctenu' of III health, obtained the king's permiffiou to go to Aix 
l.l-Chapclle: , Although, at the tim(" nf hi~ departure, he had given the moll 
poCilive afiuranC(,,5 of repentance and concC=rLl, for his late endeavou rs to re
move h;~ collcagm:,>. and aftc=r the moll folemll profeffions of friendfhip and 
union, Imt.! cont.!cfccnt.!cd tn alk their au,,;te for the rcgulJ.tion of his conduer 
at Hanover, to which pla.ce 11(" Intended to apI'I) Jur leave to proc(.'Cd. 
Townfhend 3ntl \Valpole .fuJpcCled Ius Cincerity; they had experienced his 
abilities i they knew his ambition, and they dreaded the alcendancy which 
he might obtain, through the channel of the H,lllovcnans, over the king. 
But they implicitly troLled in the lagacity and integrity of Stanhope, either 
t~ prevent his appearance at Hanover, or. Ifhe came, to coumeraCt his views. 
Stanhope, however~ diJ not follow their direCtions, for when Sunderbnd de
manded accers to the king, infte<l.d of oppoling, he promoted the requelt 
with al l his jnfluence t. 

The mode I)f correfpondence &dopted, during hiscontinuauce at HanoVl'r. 
fufficiently proved the unbounded contidence placed in Stanhope::. \Valpolc 
wr6te in his own hand, occaflonal letters of the moft pri\'ate nature. in which he 
repr~fellted the internal fiate of aftai~. the behaviour of the prince, the fen
timents of individual!>, and the conduct of Bothmar and other per[ons who 
Were caballing againfi them. In addition to this mode of communicatiolJ" 
Stephen Poyntz, the confidential fecretary of lord Townihend, was appointed 
a. fupernumary derk in the fecretary of fiate's office. His principal employ
ment was to lay before Stanhope: fach occurtences and obfervations " Town .. 
thend and Methuen, who ~tted as fecret.,y of £late during the abfence o( 
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Stanhope, thought improper to be inrerted in their public diipatches. He 
was never to write but through the channel of a mdfenger, and Stlnh1,)pc 
was requefted to communicate thefe lC'tters to the king? under the firongcft 
injunCtions of feercey, or to withald them at dilcretion. 'Vith the iilne Pl\:
autions, and by the fame conveyance. Stanhope was to fend. under cover lu 
Poyntz, fuch particulars as the king might judge improper and luconve .. 
nient to be laid before the prince, or the cabinet council If. 

In this confidential correfpondence, Townilicnd and Walpole {b,ted trecly 
their objeCtions to rhe continental politics. declared their difi"atisfa.tl:ion at 
the interference of the Hanoverians, and their contempt at their venal and 
interefl:ed conduCt. They therefore put it in bis power to betray their pri. 
nte fentiments, and to increafe the 3verfion of the H!UlOVCfian junto. The 
reduction therefore of Stanhope from his former friends. was a. m ... fter-piece 
of art, as the dcfe8::ion of the perf on in whom they placed the moA: implicit 
confidence, rendered every attempt to batHe the efforts of Sunderland iuef· 
fed::ual. beeaufe the mine W.lS not difcovercd until it was (prong. 

At what precifc period9 or by what inducement Stanhope was gained by Sun· 
derland, cannot be po6tivdy afcertained j but from the general diGnteR:fted. 
nefs of hi, cha.radAr, 1 am led to conclude, that he did not lightly betray 
his friends, or yield to the fuggeftions of Sundw·la.nd from venal or ambi~ 
tious motives. The private infonnal\on I have received, ::md the letten wbich 
patrcd between Stanhope and Walpole, [ecrn to prove. that Sundedand had 
convinced him, that the E~lifh cabinet were fecretly tounteraCting the co~ ... 
c1u(ion of the alliance with France, that their oppofition to the northern 
tra.nfat'tions w.u a derelid::ion of the principJes on which the revolution was 
founded; and he was made to believe that his friend W"alpole had broke bis: 
word with the king in the affair of the MunA:er and Saxe,Gotha troopL 

TJU. coolnefs of Sta.nhope towards tbe two minifters was full further auA''' 
ment~ by the tranfaCl:ions in Hollaad. and the conduCt: of Horace WaJ. ' 
pole. who£C fra.o.k and open cbaratter fcQmed to difguife his fentiments ••• ml 
refufed to follow orders which he confidered as repugnant to honour and 
plain dealing. He had ccn[urcd the proceedings at Hanover, in regard to 
the pOlitics ~f the nortb. in terlTIs full fuonger than lhoJ(· ufcd by Townf· 
hen(t He b.mcl}ted. that the wholc fyftem of affairs in Europe, Chould be 
entirely fubverted on acc;)unt of Mecklenburgh. To HorJ.C"c Walpole had 
been intruA:ed the feaet Dt'gotiation of the defenfivc treaty wilh Fra.ace, and 
w~ it was carrying on" the ftriLl.:eft fecrecy was enjoined. Aftcrwartls it \\'a~ 
thought prudent to remo\'e the negotiation to Hanover 1 where, as ha~ h~n 
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already ohren'ed t it wa~ conduCted by fecretary Stanhope hinifelf, and Do 
Bois, a.nd the proceedinf,'S cnmmunicllted to Horace Walpole. During i[s 
progrcfs he h:td Colcmnly ;l(fured the penfionary and greffier, th3.t no trtAty 
would be conduded fep:tratdy from the Dutch j but the urgency of affairs, 
and the k!ng'~ Impatience to fettle the preliminaries before the regent of 
France coult! avaIl himfclf of the diffenfions witll Ruffia to fupport the Czar 
in the :tlfalf of Mecklenbutgh. rt'ndered it impolttic to wait for the dilatory 
proceedings of the Dutch republic, and full powers were therefore forwarded 
to him and loro C:u.logan, as Joint plenipotentiaries at the Hague, to fign the 
treaty with Du Boi~, without farther delay. On the receIpt of thefe orders, 
Horace Walpole earndlly exhorted Sunderland and Stanhope at the Hagu<!, 
to intercede with the king to difpenfe with his figning the tre?ty, and re" 
quefted lord Townfhend to obtain ~rmjffion of the pnnce of Wales for Ius 
return to England, under pretence of ill health . He decbred, in th'e mof\. po
fitive and llnel11livocai manner, th:l.t no confidclatlon on earth fllOUld induce 
him to comply; that he would rclinquifh all prefcnt and future advantages. 
and lay his hf!! at the king' .. feet I rather than be guIlty of fa nefarious an 
attian. There ~pe!lted r('monaranees had th~lr efied, and permlffion wns at 
length granted from Hanover, that he might depart, and leave to Cadogan 
the fignature of the treAlJ't 

During bis ttfidence at Gohl'f!, Sunderland received many marks of fa.vout"~ 
and by his confummat~ addtefs foon acquired the full confidence of the 
\i'rtg. He found it no difficult matter to feled. from the numerou! tranf
i.tUons in which Townfhend had been employed, fome apparent inftances of 
tUfid"peC\., or of negletl in his department. But it is J'tllllJ'kable, that not
\\ti'thftanding the known zeal of Townfhend for the French ~eatYI that al
though he w:u the original ad\·ifer and promoter of it, and lud gradually 
funnounted the indifference of the king·, the oppofition of Sunderland:the 
difapprobation of Stanhope. and the objeCtions of the Hanoverian mini~l"!,. 
yet it was now allcdged as .. trime againft him, that he hlld putpafely delayed' 
its fignatun:. This extraordinary imputation was conveyed to IHm in letters 
ITom the king, Stanhope. and Sunderl&nd. The letter from the king is mi1f
ing, but that of Sunderland + win give a ftriking proof of the influence he 
had already gained over his mafter, and the imperioufnefs of his cbara.tttr, 
when he delivered hie cen(urcs. in fo barfh and authoritative a ~r to the 
prime minifter in England. 

While the anfwer to the clwge wu expe:B:td at Hanover, SunderIind. 
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wged another fubjeCl: of complaint, which m&lle a ftill grc:tlcr Imprdlion 
on the king, and contributed to the fuccefsful ifiue of his intrigue.... He 
.l,·ailed bintfelf. with great addre[s. of the mifunderftanding with the prim c 
of Wales. ~ infmuated to the king, ,t hat Townlhend and \V;l.)po!c were 
caooUing with lbe duke of Argyle and the earl of Day j th:lt their repeal cd 
remonftrances to draw him from Hanover, were only fo many feint:. to cover 
their·own inficliou$ uefigns j that their great object: was to detain him abroad j 
and by urging the neccffity of tranfading the public bufincfs, to induLe him 
to invefi- the prince of W~les with fuller powers, and enable him to open the 
parliament, and to obtain an increafed, permanent, and independent interell. 
The effi;!d. of there reprcfcntations was aided by the anxious foiici[ude whieh 
the prince difco\"erecJ, on all oecaGons, toopen the parliament in perf on, and 
by his imprudence ill prelTing Stanhope, by mt!alls of a letter from Townf
hend, to .obtain a fpeedy anfwer, announcing the king's definitive rcfolu

• • Uom • , _ 
Wb~ thefe infinuations, feconded by the Hanoverian miftrdfes :md mi

nifters, .bad made a deep impreffion, with a \iew to obtain a .fatisfatl:ory 
proof of thefe intentions, Sunderland advifed the king to demand of the 
cabinet CQunciJ, the heads of the bufincfs to be brought forward in the next 
reffian ; and to declare that he was defirous of HafIing the winter at Han
oyer, if any expedient could. be adopted for Cummoning the p3rliament , and 
tranfatling affairs. This demand being forwarded to the minifter, the coun
cil inftantly deliberated on the metfagc, and Town(heml, anxious to gratify 
the indination of the king, tranfmitted OJ. favourable an(wcr, by his confiden
tial friend and brother.in-Iaw Hora.ce Walpole, who had jufi arrivL-d from 
the Hague. He: wa.'i fo anxious to convey this difpatdl with all poffible 
fpeed, that he quitted London on the 13th of Noyember. the evening of its 
tignature • .left the Hague on the 1]th, and. travelling night :lOd day, arrjved 
at Gohre on the 2 'Zd . He flattered him(df with a favou rable reception, as 
th..: mdfenger of good tidings, hut found the tl.ah: of atf.lirs f.u- Jifferent 
from t,hat which hi s f:s.ngl..iiue cxpc·dations had (uggcfh·d . 

He found th..: king devoted to Sunderland, aml l' xafj)futcd againft hi:. 
brother and Town)hend, to whom the ktlers on Illl' del,\)' In figning the 
Fre[)ch treaty, exprdiive of his high indignatLori, hJ.J jutl bl:('n forwarded. 
He found him frill greJ.tly Jii1ati~ficd wi~ll their op]Jotirion to thl:' plAn of 
,Dorthern politics, and dif);ulled with the backw.:trdnd;' of \V.l.lpoll.! to ad
v~tC the [ubfidic.~ for his troops of Saxe. Gotha amI JVlunJ'ler. anJ fo ftrongly 
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il1lprefi"ed wi'th the danger of permitting the prince of 'Vales to open the 
parliament in perion, as to declare that no confideration fhould induce him 
to conient to til(: grJ.nt of diCcretionary powers for tuU purpole. He found 
Stanhollc dltj )1t;;lfeu with the condud:. of Townfhend, and convinced that his 
negotiation" for the p~acc with Fr.mee, and for the operations in the north~ 
tVen' co llllrcratl.ed hy the EngliCh cabinet". 

The- fiankllef~ :mJ. w,lrmth of his temper. impelled him without dilgui(e 
to (peak pla.in truLh'i, and to expoflulate with :t m:l.nly freedom and digni. 
hl!d fpuit which a{lounded Sunderland, and dircOllcerted Stanhope. He 
reminded Stanhope in particular, Ilia.!: he OWI..-U his high lituation to Townf
hend and his brother; he remollftrated with him for having concu1TC'd with 
their enemies, and affirmed that the fufpicions he had entertained againft 
Townlhend were totally groundle{s. He candidly avowed. that if blame 
wu incurred by any delay of Ggning the treaty with France, that blame 
muO: attach foldy to him. whoft' delicacy prevc!ntcrl him from affixing his 
name to an ad. after m- had folemnly aflured the leading men in Holland, 
that England would not conclude a. feparate treaty. He final1Y"l.n(wered 
for the honour and friemllhip of the brother minifters in England. 

Stanhope, affe8.ed w~h thefe remonfl:rances, [0 forcibly urged by his 
friend, acknowledged that he had been deceived br falfe fuggeftions; fpoke 
efTownfhend and Walpole in tcrrne of pralle and aftedion i exprdfed Ii high 
fenfe of his Qb1igations to them; requefted that what was paft might be 
fQrgotteft, and what was to come might be improved; and promifed jn the 
rnoft wlemn manner to ufe his influence with the king, which he reprefented 
I.S very conftderable, in favour of tho[e who had committed to bim his pre
rent truR:o Horace Walpole was fully fati')fied with thefe declarations .. 
Stanhopt feerued to aft in conformity with his promifes, and to Ia.bour to 
efface the ill jm)>rcffions which the king had entertained of his minifters in 
England. Sunderland appeared confounded; the Hanoverians aba1hed; 
and the king inclined to recover his fonner fatisfaCi:ion and complacency. 

While theCe fuvourabie fymptoms of returning good will and harmony 
app3~ntly prev:t.iled, the anfWer of Townfhep.d to the charges of dela.ying 
the tignature to the French treaty, arrived at Gohre. To Sunderland's iDfo
lent reproofs he- did not condefcend to make any reply; to Stanhope be 
wrote only a few lines, tdEfying his concern and indignation at beiag be· 
trayed by one in whom he placed the mcft implicit confidence; but bis an· 
fwer to the k.ing·, contained a full and dignified refuta.tionoftbe malicious 
calumnies anp. ..wfrcprefentations of his enemies; and was written in a ftylc 
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ad -manner, erp~ffing without difguife the high opinion which be enter- Chiptn' t S. 
tatoed of his own <:hata.tter. '1l6. 

This manly and fpirited letter appeared to ha.ve its due dfccr. The king, '-=-1-.... 
convinced that he had. haftily and unjuflJy accufed lord Tu .... nt'hend, can
didlyacknowledged his miftake. Stanhope, highly affctted with :lIttter from 
hi! friend Walpole, juftifying himfdf and Townlhend from the malicious 
imputatione laid to their charge, renewed his protefuuions of gratitude and 
devotion, and requefted the interference of Horace Walpole to bring a.oout 
a thorough reconciliation, and to re-eftablifh the former harmony and good 
undcrfianding. The king commiffioned him to convey the ftrongefi at:' 
furances r:i reftorcd confidence in his faithful coun(dlo~ in England j and 
Horace '"",llpoIe quittt"d Gobre with a full conviCtion th3t all refentment 
had totally fllbftded, and" that Stanhope was fincere i and he was :is anxious 
to return to England with the good tKiings, as he had been eager to repair 
to Hanover with the letter from the cabinet council. 

Hisjourney being fomewhat retarded by unforefeen accidents on the rood, 
:lnd by the difficulty of croffing Mae{Jand Sluys, be did not arrive in Lon~ · 
don till the 1 loth of ~mber. He infb.ntly executed his commiffion,; de· 
livered to Townfh.end and hiI brother Stanhope's letter, contBilling the 
ftrongeft affurances of devotion and friendihip; a.nnounced the king's &.~ 
'\Iourable declarations; reconci.led all parries, and re-eftabliilied, as he thought, 
the moft perfeCt: harmony and good uooerftanding in the cabiaet. But he 
had fcarctlyeffected this happy reconciliation, bcf'ore difpatches were brought 
Ifam Stanhope, announcing the king's command to remove Town(hend' fr~m kemOV1lof ' 
the office of fecreta.ry of {tate, and to offer him the lord lieutenancy of [reo TowolhcllL 

land. As Brereton, who conveyed thefe difpatches without bcillgappri(ed of 
their contents, could not have quilted Gohre more than three days fubfe~ 
qucnt to the departure of Hornce Walpole. it was obvious that he had bet-n 
duped and deceiveds that the plan for the removal of Town!h.end had 
been then rented; and that the rQ.Lemn promifes, made by Stanhope, were 
never intended to be fulfilled. A letter from Sunderland to one of his 
friends, of the (ame date with thore that' brought the di(mltfwn of Townr~ 
hend, fuUr proved the motives which bad influenced the king to countenance 
tlUs proceeding. It accMed Townlhend, Walpole, and the c.hanceUor, of ' 
c.ab&lling with the prince of Wales and Argyle, and forming def.gn$ againfl: 
the king's authority·, In flllt, the letter from the cabinet c~iJJ which 
Hbn.ce Walpole had. cOM'Cyed to Gohrc, was the. death warrant of Townf~ 

... 6« Townlbtlld's kttcr to Slingclandc, January "T'SI 1,1" Comfpondcnce. 
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hend~ adminiftration. It contained many exprtffions and opinions bigb1y! 
unfavourable to the fentiments and inclinations of the king, and wholly 0,... 
poftte to the views of the Haboverian junto. By the demand. that full and 
difcretionary powers lhouJd be (ent to the prince of Wales, it cOrIfirmed the 
opinion fuggcflcd by lord Sunderland, that the objeCt of the minific,", in 
England. was to exalt the fon above the fatlu:r, and to flJCW that the buft· 
nels of patlia.mel11 could be tranfatl:ed ay the prince of Wales. k irritated 
the kmg to rudl a degree, thtLt the immediatt" removal of the: minifter would 
have been the inevitable confequencc. had not the prelence of Horace W ... I
pole, and his expofl:ubtions with Stanhope, dilconct:rted, for a fhart time. 
the!plans of Sunderland. But the favourable impreffions which his reprcfen· 
tations and the ma.nly reply of Townfhend had effeCted, were (oon worn off 
by tbe fuggcfiions of the Hanoverian .iunto j the king's jealoufy again ro. 
t\IIned With redoubled force, and TownOlcnd was difmiffed. 

TownOlcnd rt:t'ci\'cd the um::xp ... 8.cd account of his difmiffion with no Ie£; 
furprife than iudign:1tion, In hi s letter to the king, he announced his refo. 
lution to decline the offer of the lord lieutenancy, with great dignity and fpirit. 

u • I hayc rec~I\'ed with deference, and with the utmoft (uhmlUion, your ma
jelly's commands, intimated by M. ftcretary M ethuen, depriving me of the 
office of fecretary of frate. I molt humbly •• and p.trmiffiGn to remind your 
majefty of what I faid, when you did me the hOnolJr to confer on Inc that 
employment .. hat llhould eft:eem myfdf happy, If I ha~ as much c:1pacity 
as zeal and affeCtion for. your m.yefty's fr-rvice, in which cart" I am fure.. that 
your lna.jdly would have every realon to be futisfied with my fervices. I 
(an venture to affirm with truth, that the deure of teftifying my graw Lldc 
ha~ been tho.pnly motive c<lpable of hitherto (upporting me under the T:\

tigue ... of my employment. I am highly Jeafiblc of the }l(lnotJr wtJidl your 
maJdly ('onkrs on Ole, by comiclcendmg to :lppoint me lord lieutenant of 
lrdaml : Hut as my domeftic atfhirs do not permit me to relide out of Eng
lMd, I lhould hold mytelf to be tot:1l1y Ullworthy of the choice wh.ich your 
mD:idty hn5 been pleaftd to make, if 1 were capable of enjoyillg the large 
appointments :mnexed to that hoo<lurable office, witbout datng tbe duty of 
if. I {ruO: that your majefty will grant me the permiffion to O\.rtend to the 
private o.ftairs of mrj family, which 1 bave too much negleCted. Yet 1 will 
venture to afiu.re your maJefty, th~t wha~ver m.ay Ix my {ituation, your ron· 
jefi.y will always find me a faithful aDd grateful fcrvanr, J.nxious tDpromote, 
with aU his powtr, your m,a.jefty's fervicc i' llavjng tbe honour of being, wi,h 
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the maR inviolable attachment, fire, ~"Our majefty's maft bumble, man abe. 
dit:.nt. and moll faithful [ubjed and [crvant." 

In a fhort ktt"er to Stanhope. Townfhend c.1lmly reproached him for the 
duplicity of -his conduct, and particularly dwelt Oll tho "iul"tiull at the pro
mites whs.:h he had made to Horace Wal_pole, But StJ.nhope had to en
countertbe ftiH [cverer reproaches from his confidential friend, Walpole. 1'0 
him he opened himfelf in a private letter, which was ddivered twcnty·four, 
hours before tbat which annou[lced the difmiffion of Townfhcnd. In this 
apology he w.as extremely anxious 10 ju{bfy his canclua, and to attribute 
his acquiefcence to the pofitive commands of the king. who bitterly com
plained of the Waltlllh and impraCticability of Townfhend''S t emper ano 
manner,.a.nd he jmpu~ed foldy to his influence, that the difgracc of (he mi
Difter was loftened by the ofter of the lord lieutenancy~ . He took merit to 
himfdf for h"ving removed ~he prejudices which the king had entertained 
agaill.ft. Walpole, and ~rneruy exhorted him [0 employ his intereft with lord 
Townlhend (0 accept the- proffered dignity. The reader will find, in the 
c.orrefpondence,.this fpe€:ioUi jufiification of bis condua:, and tbe reproachful 
anfwers of Wdpole, w~o aft« complaining oftbc hardlbip with which Townt:. 
hend was trea.ted; obferved, that it was lliJl more_juft to load him with 
falre imputations to jllftify fuch ill trQtment, and concltAdcd with ell:preificg 
his reColution to att invariably with him. 

CHAPTElt THE. SIXTEENTH , 

"L7 J 6-1 71 7' 
J!)iftOIllNlIS ii, E1fgland and Hol/tlllt! tit tIlt Difgrl1ce of 7'ownJlmtd.-SwJdrr

Irmd ."d Stnnhope, IIlld the Hon,?veriafts, ort alnrmd.-Apologiu for their 
ConduB.-The King prf:1Joi/S upon-him ·to ·O((tpl the LorJ Lirlltmolfcy of lre
lalld.-Moriws for hiJ COllallll.-7'07tIllj/tend tlnd Wa/pn/~ coldly /"1'porl Go
'VmlMbtI.-SU1Iti(r/mu/ Ilf(rl!t1J~l his PartJ.-7'owll/hclId difmiffid from Ihe 
Lord Li~Wtnncy if Ireland.-IYtlipole proppjl!s Oild carries his Scheme f or re
ducing lIlt lnterql of Ihe Nnl;onal Drhl.-Rejigns.-MaIlJ of tilt leadill,! 
Whigs foll()fJ) hij· Examplt.-Weolmifs of lite new AdminijlraJion • . 

T :H E precipitate manner in which Townlhend W1S removed from tht'" 
office of fecretary of ftatc,. was occalioned by a violent burft of ref'ent~ 

mcnt and jealoufy in the king. But as foon ai the fuft emotions of anger had 
fubfided. 

'OJ' 

Chapter 1$. 

1116 to 11'7. 
t . -~,£..:# • 

w~rpolc u
prQ.l C"be 
Stanhope. 

A lanm on 
riirmiffion of 
Tow.nthcnd. 



t.,. 
Pa!od II. 

'7(4tol?~o. 
L _ , --

.In HQIIand. 

Apprtben-
60fll uf Sun_ 
«rland ~nd 
j:tanhopc. 

"MEMOI"R.'S OF 

fubfided, &nd the firft raptures of triumph among thore who bad obtained 
his difgrace had gi,'en way to faber and ferious ~a:ion, the whole body 
began to be alamled..at the fatal confequcllccs which feem.ed ltkely to cnfuc: 
from lbaz: evt:"nt. . 

.Reports were tranfmitted from England. that thefe mc:afures had excited 
very fcrious difoontents and miftrufh amongft the ·momed men In the city; 
that the greater part of the Whigs were highly exafperatt'd i that of the C:l

biDet council. Devoniliire, Orford, Cowper, Walpole, and Methuen adhered 
inviolably to the- fa!len miniier, and that their feceffion might create a dan
gerous divifion, and difintt the plans already concerted for the enfuing fef
flOl'l. But above aU conuderations they dreaded the oppofttion of Walpole, 
who took a principal lead in the houCe of commons i and whore ability 
for the affairs of finance was fo well underftood, as to render it difficult to 
iUpply his place at the bead of the trcarury at this particular juncture, when 
be was forming II (cheme. whirh had been highly applauded by the king. for 
reducing the illterefi: of the national debt. 

Thefe apprehenfions were not confined to England. but extended to fo
reign pnrtS" and particularly Holland. Many calumnious imputations having 
been infinuated by Sunderland and the Hanoverians, Townfhend wrote a full 
and tpirited juftiftcation of his and Wa1pole's condu8:. and detailed the real 
motives which had occ.fioned their difgracc, in a letter- to his confidential 
iIiend. Slingelandt, afterwards penfionary of Holland; who ftronglyexprea-ed 
regret .. t his difmiffion, and concern at his refufa\ tg accept the 10m lieutenancy 
of beland. 

This letter had a very llriking effect over his friends in Holland. Penfion
aey Heinfius. Fagel, SJingeiaodt. Duvenvoirdc, and other leading men in 
th;l.t republic, expreffoo the moil: Cerious concern at the fatal cOnrc:qucrlc~ 
which might rdult to the united interdls of the two countries from this fatal 
divifion; and reprobated a mea(ure. which, according to the.tr opUlIon, was 
calculated to make tIle crown totter OD tPoe head of the: king. The opinion 
,.of thele men, warmly attached to the Engliih intcrdl, had great weight 
with George the Firft, during the thort time which he paired at the Hllfue, 
all his return to England. 

The terror of Sunderland and Stanhope on this occalion, is fully proved 
by the extraordinary attention they now paid to Townlheml and Walpole. 
Sunderland apologized for having a('cuCed them of c.lballing with the duke 
of Argyle i and acknowledged that the report had originated from a miie .. 
puCentat.ion of Lord Cadogan, whofe hady temper was well koow.o. He _Q.. 

, Cotrefpondmcc. 
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prr.:{f(;J hi's regret and repentance for havi ng wcit}cn an inColent let I CC " to the 
carl of Orford, in which he b<l.d infultcu the cabinet miniih:c!'. who adhered 
to T ownfhend. Both he and Stanhope "jed in making the moll artful ('x · 
cures [or their paft conduCl; declared that they did not in the finallell de. 

'grec contribute to his difgr:u:c. a:td threw the whole blame on the Hano· 
verians. They finally expatiated on tile danger to the true \Vhig intecefi, 
if :rownfhend now detected his tried friends, Stanhope wrote in the ftrongc1t 
manner to vValpolcJ and ufed every argument to appeafe his rc[cntmcllt . 
He renewed his atfcverations, that the removal of the mininer '''\s t lte foIl! 
tletermination of his royal. maller, pronounced it an impoffiblc attempt to 
think of pcrfuading the king ' to recall his ,comm:mds. exprdfed hi s apprchcn
lions of the dangerous confequcnces, if \Valpole and the other leaders of the 
\Vhigs (hoyld det::m it necellarr to rcugn i and repeated ,his carnell: entreaties. to 
prevent thing,~ from being carried to fuch extremities as he dreaded to think of. 
He exhorted Methuen, who declared his refolution of aCting with Walpole, 
not to defert the good caufe; and throw the king into the hands of the 
Tories.; but {olicited his humble interpoJition ,with TownOlend and 'Yal 
pole: U They may poffibly," he added. "unking their mailer. or (what I 
do before God think very pol1ibJe) make him abdicate j but they wiJJ never 
force !Jim to make T ownlhend tecretary +." On their arrival in England. 
theya(t("d in the finnc abject !n:tnncr, nnd continued to mak.e the. moil 
humble fubmillion. 

The king himli::l f treated TownOu:nu Wilh the moll: flatterillg. marks of 
,Ht inClion. He apologiz.ed in prdoll for the p recipitation with which hI: 
ban deprivrd him of the feals, and acknowlt"died that he ha.d been iOl
pofed upon by falfe reports; he fent Bernfdorf to reprc1~Jlt the fatal etf(!c\s 
which would be derived from his oppoGtion at this period. That artful 
minifier offered him .. in his mailer's name, a reftoration to his former favour, 
and every tatisfaCtion which he could defire; declared that the king having 
taken from him the leals, ("auld not immediately rellore them conlifh:ntly with 
his own honout; pr.omifed that no other changes fhould be made; inrreated 
him to accept the proffered dignity. He aflweo him that he might can· 
lider that otjice only as a temporary poll, and be permitted to rdign it at ' 
pl~afure. in exchange for any other he fhould prefer t. 

As it was impoffible, after the infoleot letters of Sunderland, and the in
fiqious conduct of Stanhope, "that he could ever repote any confidence in 
thok .who had thus infulted and deceived him, he would have aCted a nobler 

• See. !ettCf from M. Dnyenvoirde 10 LOT" To"'nnlelld._Correrpond~ntc. 
t Letler from Stanhope to Metbu~-Com:fpondence. 
l DUvcllyoird(. til Lord TownChe,,,t.-Corrdpoadem:e. 
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nnd a wifer part, had he declined accepting any oflice. Had he pcrfiftcd in 
his refufalof the lonllieutcnancy, had Walpole, DevonOlirc, OrfOld, COW ~ 
jX'r. Methuen, ",oJ Puitcnt!y. Itlftantly refigncd on his difOlitlioo, the party 
of Sunderland was [0 WI!:lk and infufficicnr, that he could not h;\\'c obtained a 
majority ill p:lr!i:tment. But Townllle-nd, mollified by'lhe (olicila.tinm ot the 
kin~. own.ame by the importunities of his friends in llolland, and dreading 
Ihe confcqucnccs of a difllnion of rhe \Vhigs at fhi~ moment, when an in
"ahon from SWCd{'fl was threatened, at length ':H:cc~tcd Ibl:" vice-royalty, 
and remaining iiI Eng,land,affiCh:d at the ddihCf<ltiom of the cl.binel. AU thl: 
friends of TowllOH'ml were fulft"rcd to con tinue in th eir pl:tc~s. M elhuen, 
who had J.cted as Iccretary of /lat(' during tilt, ahti..nce {If Stanbope, now fuc· 
cecdcd to the f0utbern dcp:lrtlllcni. ,,"'alpolc rcm:ltncd at the bead of the 
treo.fury: and the'great body of the Whigs nill appe:ucd to aft )\'ith union 
and cordiality. 

In confc'lu\:lJu .. I)f thi -, .'lpr~rent amity, tbe oppofirion in the COOlmans 

was (0 triOin~. that the atld ref~, thanking the king for IariJl~ hdt>rc the 
huurt!' the paper proving the projeCted im'afioll from Sweden, paiJeci una
nimouOy c;, ; and when the dlimat e~ relating to the bnd forces were prefcnted. 
the tnOliQ[l for putting 00' the confidcration, was carried by a triumphant 
majority of 22.2. voices aga.inft 57 t . 

. But the good under£landing bt:tween the different. memhers of adminifha
tion, did not long continue. It foon llppearcd. that the king'~ promifcs of 
favonr, made by Bernfdorf to T ownOlend nnd \¥alpo\C', were not fulfilled; 
and that the king placed his chief c0nfidcllce ill Sunderland nnd StJ.nhope. 
New divifions took pl~ce; T ownfuend and Walpole collt inuC!d to defend 
the mcafurcs of p;overmnent, but thei r [uppllrt was cold and formal, and {o 
different from their former z.~:J.I .. as plainly !hewed C'xtreme diffatisf.'"tCl:ion. 
Sunderland had now confider:tbly incrcati:d hi;. party, and thoul:~;ht himldf 
fufficiently ftrong to carry on The publit: bufinefs, and defy the oppofition. 
In this fituation, an open rupture in t.'!le cabinet was unavoidable. The 
firft public fymptoms of this difference appeared in the houfe of commons. 
On a motion that a fupply be granteJ to enable the king to concert fuch 
meafures with foreign princes and {hUes, as may prevent any apprchenfions 
from the dcfigns of Sweden for the future: Walpole. who on all fuch ceca
fions ufed to give a great bias to the houfe. maintained a profound filencc, 
and the refolution was ca.rried by a majority of only 4 voices t · 

As it was evident that this..mode of inimica.l proceeding originated from 

Iournab.-CbaRdlcr ... 1 Chandler. ~ Jouruak 
the 
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the p:1rl y of whi ch Townlhcncl waS lcJ.dcr, he received, on the fame evening. 
a INter from St:tnhope, annou ncing hi .. d ifrni/lion. 

Tht! king himfclf (0 highly appreciat ed th e fcn' iccs :lntl talents of W.lI · 
pole, that he dreaded his n:tignation, and was pcrfuaded to fCmove 
Town(hcnd, under the belief th:u he would (lill remain at the head of the 
trcarury. When \VJ.lpole, therefore, on the followi ng morning, requcfted 
an audience, and gave up the [calso the king was extH:mcJ y furprifcd. He 
I'efufcd to accept his rcfigllntion. exprdfcd a high [curt" of his rcrvi ce~ in the 
I-. indcfl: and fi rongeft term'i ; nccbred that he had no thoughts of p:lTt ;r.g 
with fo faithfu l :.l cQunfdlQt; intn:atetl him Ilut to ret ire, and replaced l i , ~ 
(c:lis in his hat. To this "Va lpole repli ed, with no Icf~ concern th3n firm· 
ncrs, that 'however well inclined he migh t be t o obey hi s m;~en y's corn
m~mh. . yet it would be impoffib le to fc.r\'c him faithfully with th~)fc milli[. 
te~ to whom he hacl b tcly gin'n his favou r, "They will propole to m.:," 
he {aid, " bo th as ch:t.ncd lor of the exc hequer, and in parliament, luch 
things, that if 1 agree to [upport them, my credit and reput:ltion will be loll; 
and if r difapprove or orro1e them, I mufi forfeit ynur m.ycll:.v '~ f.lvuur. 
For I, 'in my nation, thOllgh not the author, mull: be anlwcrable to my king 
:lnd to my country for all the m c:a(urcs which m.IY be ad optlo:d by :!dm ~ niH ra
l ion." At thl; ('(mcluuon of there won b . he again b id the leJ. \!' Uro,1 lhe 
I.lbl e ; the king returned them not le rs than ten 1i:l11,; " and when lhe nu· 
:li fter a.s of len replaced. them on the tablr , he g.lvC' up tllc fi ruggle, ;t"d 
rell/cl a nl l)' accertcd his rcti;;narion. exprc Oi ng great concern and much rc
li:ntrm:n t at his determined p,'r(enT:lIKc. AI the conclution of this affect
!ng ti.c?Ile, \Valpole c:;.mc in to thl' :lc tjllining :Ip.lnmcnt~ arid thor\! who were 
I,rdcnt. wjtneHi:d the an guiih of hi ... cuun tl'll~mce, and obl~ rvcd thllt h is eyes 
were ftrfhr ft>d wifh tcars, Thofe \.\1 11) immediately entered in to the d ofet, 
fl.> und th e king ro IcCs diflurhcd ancJ ap,irat('d ,.. , 

Thcfe removals were foo n followed uy an almoil tot al change in the ad
Illi nillr:lt ion, Dt'\'onlbir~· . Orford, l t1ctlruen, 3ml Pulteney, rctig neJ; Start
hope w:.ts appointed firfl lord of the trca(ur', and chancellor of the exche~ 
(Iuer; Sunderland and Addi fon fccrctaries of Hate; rhl! duke of Bolton 
IunJ lieutenant of Ireland, and the duke of l\ (;wcaflic lord chambcrl:linj the 
c:lrl of Berkley firft lord of the admiralty. and tbe duke of Kingllon re
t:\ined Ult' office of prr.·y feal, to which he hall bcC'u nominated in the pre
{ ~'ding yt:ar, a ll the rdigllation of Sunderland, who wai made trcafurer of 
Ireland for lift'. 

• This inlerdlillg :uwl\lole i .. taken from a leltt'r of Hot3c.t Walpole ( f) Etough, Jated W o.! . 
~ "·rtan, "Ctoher 12, 'lS I, !-t't C urc('fl't.llulen <:e. 
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Ira/pole prupofej his Plall for n'due;".?,!:e illll'rf,/l 0/ till: NatioHol Dcbl,-lfh 
RdigliO/ioll eX(iUI worm DeoaW.-Alter((ltioll w ilh Slonnopr:.- Rt:morks ~m 
lIl t bOlltjll1 Spirit of n/y/lcmltlic O/'PojiflOIIIQ all Ill( Mt:aJlfra of GO'Utrll1:1I'Hr. 
-IYa/poll· 1101 e,'((mpud from dUll CClljifrt'.-His 1wijmll 0pP"jitioll. ar.d Jr:. 
Jlm:lI{( ill lIlt HOf1r: of COmmOI/5. 

T HE. refignation at \tV:l.lpol~ h~PJ)Cned at a time when he \Vas exerting 
his abilitIes for finance, in the arran~ment of a {cherne highly ath 'an. 

tagcous to Ihe count ry. When he was tidl. pklccd at the held of the trca· 
fury, the n.llionai debt :tmounted to 50 millions, and although the common 
inlcrcft of money had been reduced in the lute reign to 5 per Cent. yet the 
lntereft. of fame of the debts were a~ high as 8, and none lower than 6; 

- fa that the average WilS 7 per cent. The diffcrc-nce between this rate of 
jnteTeft, and that on private mort(}lges, prefented a real fund for ldfening 
the public debt. 

This debt was confidered under t wo heads; redeemable, and irredeem
able. The redeemable, or fuch debts as had been provided for by parlia
ment with a redeemable interdl. of fa much per cent. the public had a. 
right and power to difchargt' whmcver they were able, either by providing 
money for fuch proprietors as infiftcd upon money, or by offering new (erm '>, 
in difcharge of all former conditions, which, if accepted by the pro
prieton, was to be deemed an aaual redemption of the lirn: debt, as if it 
had been pam off in ready money. As for the irredeemible dt:bt~, or long 
and £hoct annuities, nothing could be dfetted wirhout the abfolute conrent of 
the proprietors. The only method, therefore, to treat with them, was to 
effer fuch f;onditiom as they fhould deem advantngtous - . 

Upon thefe principles Walpole gave the lirft runt of this great {cheme, by 
propofing to borrow £. 600,000, bearing intereft only 4 per cent. and to ap
ity aJl taviog~, ariftng from the intencled redemptions, for the purpo(e of rc-

• Tind:ll, vot. ,19, p. 10 1. 
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ducing and difcharging the national debt, which w:\.s the firft rcfo\mion eyc:r 
taken in parliament in order to raite or cfbblifu a gelw'n/ flnking fund *, 
\Vhen he brought his (,heme into the houle, tl. prfljetl appeared (0 wei! 
tligcfled .lnU advantageous, that the oppofition. whieb had been imcn!kd 
W,1S converted into approbation, and every article W:l'i lJgrced to. 

Unfortunately for tile completion of this grc:ll arnngcment, the abJe pro
jector was no longer in offiCt! . On bringing in the bill, W.lipole gavt: a 
hint that he had rdigned his '!'!aces, byJaying, C< that he now vrcfentedit 
as a country gelltieman, but hoped tbat it would not fare the worfe for 
having two fathers, and that his (uccefior tvould take care to bring it 10 pcJ'~ 
feajon t ·." The difficulties \\'bich fie hatl to encounter .in tl,is [dIem,:. 
will appear frolll the confideratioll, that no reduction of interd"t cmlkl he 
made without the confellt of the public creditors thcmfel.cs. -II W.:1S [ole!)" 
by his addrefs and management, that the comp,mies of the Bank and 
South Sea. agreed not only ro reduce their own interefl:, but to furnilh !:Lrgc 
rums for the dircharge of fuch other creditors as fhoulcl rt fuCe to comply 
with an equal reduction j a (hiking proof of the general efl:eem in. wbich 
he was held by lhe proprietors of the nation;).l debts; of their reg,ml for his 
judgment, and confidence in hjs eq uity. 

The relignatian uf W.llpolc cau red a great fenCation in the houfe of com* 
mons. where regret for the \V3.nt of hi~ talents for -flnance, fccmcd to 
prevail. and he was as much inveig,heJ againfl for refignin~, as. he W,\\ 

afterwards reviled for remaining in power. H is withdrawing, flam goverll. 
ment at this cr;fis, was called a defection; a criminal conliliracy, with 
a \·iew to embarraCs the king. and to force him to t ompl)' wi th his lInwar~ 
rantable demands. In a~[wcr to thcre accuCations, 'V<lJpolc Jl1fl:ly oblt-n-ed, 
.. That rerfons who had aCl.:cpted places in the govt'rnmc-nf', had often been 
refletl:ed on for carrying on dcfigns. and atling contJary to the inte-refl: 
of their country; but that he hail neyer heard :l man al migncd for laying 
down one of the moO. profitabl~ places in the kingdom: tbat for l!is own 
part, if he would have complied with lome mea(ures, i l h:l.rJ not bc!!n in the 
power of any of the prerent minifl:ers to re-move him; but that lIe hatJ rea· 
fans for refigniog his employmcnts, with which he bad acquaint~d his mJ.* 
jefty, and might. perhaps, in a proper time, declare them to the houfe. 
In the mean wbile, lhl! tcnour of his conJutl (hou ld (hew, that be never 
intended to make the king une:lfy, or to embarrafs his aff.lirs t." 

* Hifiorieai Rl'gHlu for 1717, p.l)o.
Some COIl{id~l'3tioJ)1 conc~ruing the l' ul>lk 
Ful'ldl, 1735. p. It. 
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But a more ferious charr;e wa~ Lrought again(\: him by Stanhop<:, v.hQ 
obferVed, in the h~at 'of dehate, that " he \\'ould cndeayour to make op by 
application. handly. :lnd difintt:reaedncf~, wh:lt he wanted in abilities and 
expenence, That he would con tent himfelf with the f;,laI'Y and lawful per~ 
quifitt:s of m~ office i,and, though he had quitted no betterpbcc, he would not 
quall(,~ hUlJrclf upon any body. That he had no hrothers, nor other rela · 
tinn ... 10 provide t'Jr; and that upon his firfi: enterinv; into the trea[ury, he 
h ltl m:vle a fi.wding order againft the Llte pratller..' of gr;lnt ing l'<Jverliolls of 
I'bc~s." \\falp-lil', tOLlched with thelc infinw\tions, complained in the fidt 
pI-tee of brc:1ch d friemlfhip. and betraying primte converfatiull. H e.. thrll 
fr.lnUyowned, that wllilc he \\~~ in employment, he hat! enJe:lVourcd tll 

Icrvc hi~ friends anu rc:htion~; than which, in his opinion, nothing wac;, 
more rcafimablc and jun. 4< As to the granting of reverfions," he added, 
.. I :lm willing to acquaint th e houfe with the meaning of the charge which 
is now urg;d 'r:,.linft me. I hAve no objettions ro the tlermdn minif· 
ters, whom the king brought with him from H anover. and who, as far as 
J had obfern·d. had hehaved themfclves like men of honour ; but, there is 
a mean fellow *, of what n;\t ion I know not, who is eagel [0 dj ,p o(c of em· 
pJuymenl ~, Thi ~ man, h:ning obtained thr gtl.nt of a rcvcrfion, whIch he 
(ldig,ol!d for his [on. I thought it too good for him. and thctt"fore refc!'vccl 
it for my own fon. 00 this difuppointment. tlie foreigner wa~ t'O impertinent 
as to d~mand £,2,500, undt' r pretence that he had b{"en offered thut fum 
for the Teverlion; but I \.\as wlfer th.ln to comply wit h hI'> dem:lmk And 
I:un bold to acknowledge. one of the chief rea(on~ th.lt made me Icfign 
W3.S. hCC:1Ufe I could not conni\'e at (orne thi ngs th;ll were carrying on t-," 

When \¥alpolc affi:rtcd in the houfe. that he n~n~r intendcd to cmh:lrr.lf~ 
the atf.li r~ of g6vernmcnt, he eithcr was not fincerc in his profdTiolls, or if h", 
W:l~! did not poOcG, [hat patriotic and difinrerefit~d finnnt'l; which could 
ft·fifl tbc fpirit of party; for alm:Jfi frum the moment of his refignation, to 
hi~ return inJ.o ofiicc, we find hlm uniform in his Oppofilion to :111 the mea~ 
Cure'S of govcrnment. W e fee him leagued with the Tories, and voting 
with Sir William V/yndh:lm, Bromley. Shippen, and Snell j and we obferve, 
not without regret at the ineonfifiency of human nature, Shippen exprcf. 
fing his f~lIisfadion, thac \Valpole, when con:ending for the fen/ice of his 
(QuntTY, was no more afraid than l.imfelf of bei¥g called a Jacobite by 
thofe who wanted other arguments to fuppeTt their dcb:ltes t. We find him 
<.ven oppo~ng the mutiny bill, that neccffary meafure for the regulation of 

.. Alluding to ROtKtlIOIi. t ClundJeor. 1 Cbandltr, vol. 6 . p. 156. 
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military qifciplinc. and in the heat of argument, malmg ufe o( this me~ 
morable expreffion, u H .e that is fo r blood, illalJ have blood": But 
though he (poke thus ftccnuQufiy againft the bdl, h~ voted for it, and 
fec.ured 11 large majority. Being reproached for this. apparent inconfifl. 
cney. he juflified himfelf by declaring, that although in the debate he
Was of opinion that mutiny and dcfertion Ihould he punifhed by the civiL 
magiftmte. yet he was convinced that thofe crimes Jhould be punifhed by 
the martial1aw. rrl.lh('r th:!.n c[,ape with impunity"' . We find him taking 
an aCtive part againfl the repeal of the Decaiional and fchifm bilh, not· 
withftanding his animllotcd declaration, on a former occ.\{ion, that the [chitin 
bill had more the appearance of a decree of :Tulian thl! apofiatc, than a i..lw 
enacted by a proleftant parli:\.Il\cnt, finee it tended to rai fe as grc.\t a perfeCll
ticn aglinft our protefbnt brethren, a~ either the primitive thrill1am cvc:r 
Cuffered from the heathen emperors, or the proteCbnts from p(lpery and lb· 
inquifition t. In (upport of tbe quefiion for reducing the troop .... he 
:Uforded a {hiking inftan(c of inconfifi:enl.Y, by enlarging on th e common 
topic of the danger of a fi:uulmg army in a free nation. and by infifhng Ih:lt 
12.000 mcn were fully fufficient. Yet at this very period, a rebellious (pint 
continued to fubfitl in E ngland, :lOd prevailed JliU more in Scotland. Al
though t h..: king of Swc;:lcl)'s defign to fupport thc Pretender had been dif
covered, ret he nIH pcrfiflul in !lis n:folution, and "aited only for a fa
vourabk opponunit y of cMrying his proje8: into execution. T he queen 
of Sp:l.in. and cardinal Albcroni, had l evivcd war in the fouth of Europe • . 
::J.nd were furming van preparations j and the reception and encouragement ,> 
g1\fl;"n to tlte adlicn •. nb uf the Preknder. were fure fymptom~of their inc1i
nallons in Ilis fa\-'otlr. \Valpole was well aware of all there circumfLlnct:s, 
and could not be ignoranl that the reduCtion of the army mufi: have been 
attended with fa lal wnfequcnces, and therefore his fupport of th is meafure 
could be d lCl:ated only by party refentmcnt. 

We find him, who had IpokC:l\ with fuch beat and force of argument 
againft the makfrs of the pcace of Utrecht, who had been the indefatigable 
chairman of the fecrd committee, and had drawn up that able report, which 
urought fuch heavy accufatioo!> :tg.Jinil Ox£oo.1, now grown languid and 
lukewarm in the proh.!l:ution •. lblclltmg t himlelf from the committee fa often. 
that another chairman was cholim in his place, and ironically complimented 
by Shippen, that he who was the maft forward and adive in the impeach
llIcnt,.had abated in his warmth lince he was out of place§: At length, by 
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ilis conni\'unce, a feigned quarrel as to the mode of proceeding look place 
between the two hau[es, ~and no profl:cutors appearing on the d!ly fix ed for 
the continua n<;e of the trial, Oxford was unanimoul1y acquit ted. 

Wollpolc a.lfoJ, and the Whigs in oppofition. whom Shippen humOfou{ly 
called his 'few allies, zealoufly fupportcd the irtquiry into the condult of lord 
Cadogan, for fraud in the charge of tranfporting the Dulch troops, at the: 
time of the rebellion, to and from Great Brit:Un. Walpole (poke in thi.~ 
cfl!hatc I'Icar two hours, and in the courre of his fpeech, Chaineo hi .. voice 
f () high, and ufed (uch ' violent efforts, tw.at tht: blood buJf1: from his no[c-, 
and he wa.~ ob11ged to retire for fame time from the houfe • _ In anfwer to 
his arguments, it wa' ably obfcrvcd by Lechmere, that the inquiry wa~ fri
volous, the rc(ult of party malice, and of the [arne nature: with thofe which 
had bren inftitutcd againfr Marlborough, Townfhend, and Walpole himiclfj 
and he juftly obferved, that thofe per[ons who were now mon. zealous abou t 
rhe inquiry. hnd heen iirent shout thefe pretended frauds whir..! they were 
in place. But the advoca1cs for thc inquiry were fo powclful, thJ.t it \\'J.~ 
negativc:d ouly by a. majority of 10 voices-t_ 

But whate'",:r wcre the motives by whi<..h \ValpoJe wa~ guinecl . he conli 
derably influe!1ced the haufc of commons, during the whole tip:1C of Ill'> 0p
pofirioll. Three days after his refig.Jlatioo, Stanhope having mO\'eo tor 
granting the fum of C. 250,000 to enable the king to con(e rt mea(ures 
againft Sweden j and Pulteney. who had jutt refigned hiS plalc of JeC'rctary af 
w5.r, having (poke 1'Oilh great vehemence ag.lillfl ;1 Genn:ltl minittty, the 
motion was in great danger of being loft, till Walpole d ared the debate-, by 
obfcrving, u ~h;1t having already fpoken in fayour of the lupp1r. he fhou lr..1. 
JlOwvote fo r it ;" and the motion, in ronfequence of his interference, w.l .. carrictl 
without ;1 di\' lfio ll t. A few worth in favour of Mt'. Jacklon, who had offended 
tlw hou(e by declaring that there were amongl1lhem a (et uf 1llt"1l who madc 
It tlwir ftml)' :\lId bu linefs to elllbarra(s the government. Caved him from the 
T ower. Aml when Shippen laid, I< tqc fptech from the throne fcemed 
r.lther cakuiated for the meridian of Germany, than of Grea! Britain," and 
urged, ;1S the only infelicity of his majefty's reign, that he was unacquainted 
with our language and conftitution; a few palljating expreffions from Wa14 
pole would have been attended with the fame effeet, if the inflexible orator 
had Dot maintainctl what he had loth-anced. and by that obftinacy o~cafioned 
his own commirment §. Even in the article of fUJ1pli~s. he occafionll.I1y 
prevailed againil th(: miniftry. In fpeaking for the duninution of the army 
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~imates. hi~ propo[oiJ, that £ .650,000, inftead of £.681,618, Ihould be 
granted for defraying the charges of guards and garrifons • wa~ adopt ~( ' ~ and 
in the fa.me feffion, when the miniftry demanded £. 13°,361, ror the pay nf 
reduc.ed office". and the Tories would only grant £.80,000, Walpole pm
pofed a medium of 1..99,000; and his motion was carried without a tLvi
fioo. 

A propofal from the South Sel comp:lny, foJr 3uvancing [. 700,000, 
having been accepted by the hou[e, fome of the £!If'ntbers were for applying 
it towards the..prefent and growing neceffities of the government. But in & 

grand c.ommittee of ways and means, 'Valpole. in favour of his fink ing 
fund , infilting that the public debts nlrcady incurred (hould be firf\. can
fide1'Od, a tefolution was taken, and a bill1\ftenvards brought in, diretling the 
application of this money, agreeably to his ienliments. " It is indeed plain," 
add, a virulent pamphleteer, who decried the adminiftr.ttion (If Sir Robert 
Walpolo, that U in all tranfattions of money affairs, the houte relied m6re 
upon his judgment than on that of any other member t." 

Thus it appears that Walpole, even when in oppofition, almaft ma
naged the houfe of commons; and being in oppofition he could not gain 
th;lt :l.(cendanc)'. by the means of corruption :md influence, which were af • 
... terwan:ls 10 repeatedly urged againll him, and which the fame virulent aU '
thor calls U fame SECRET MAGIC of which h~ fumed 10 /IQve bml a ptrfeEf 
mnjlet'." In faCt, the magic which he applied! was derived from profound 
knowledge of finance, great fit.ill in debate, in which perfpicuity and found 
fenfe were eminently con(picuous, unimpeached integrity of character, a.nd the 
afiiflance of party. 

\Valpole W;lS no leCs vehement in his oppo:fition to thore .meafutts of go
vernment which related to foreign affa.irs, and which, 'at this time, embraced 
3. very large field for app.roba.tion or cenfure. J;'he r&till confequences of the 
peace of Ut~cht, p~d England in a very delicate fituation between the 
oppofite pretenfions of Spain and 2\uftria. To fatisfy bPth was impradi ... 
cable, but the alliance with Fr~nce. concerted by Walpole and T own Olenu, 
and thl: necetTity of oppofing the UI~UJl: fchemes :md d:lOgerous jntrigl1cs of 
Ca.rdina.l Alberoni," compelled Crea.t Britain to fide with the Eraperor. Yet 
though it was, ~ene~ly ~nown tlUlt ~pain, in conce:t with SwedeD, medi
t:J.ted 'a. de~c~ht q~ our ~O&~, tQ overturn the e!b.bhOled ,,.ernment, and 
frt tb~ Prdendtr on t.1le th.ron~; thouRh Philip the Fifth gr~d at the pot: 
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1,:r,iod fl. fLfWon of Gibraltar and Minorca,. and the fubverfion of the regenl's powell' 
1114 \(I17'J. t) · in France; ::md the ambition of his confortI Elizabeth Farnefe, aimed at the 
~ a.cquifition of the Italian provinces for her fon; though a Spaninl fleet had 

been rent into the Mediterranean. and a SpaNOl army bad over-run the 
kingdom of S.1I'fJinia, and threatened the reduaion of Sicily. DO attempts 
teem to h .3.\"C been wanting on the fide of Englandt to induce the king 
(If Spain, by perfU.:lfions. to adopt pacific meafufI:s. Immediate prepa~ 
r.uions were arrapged with the Emperor, France, and the United Pro
~iDC'es, and every proper meafure was concerted with thore powers to pre
vent hqllUitics. C3.dogan was ft:nt to the Hllgue. Dubois came to London, 
and fettled with the miniftry, terms for an accommodation between the Em
peror and the king of Spain -. George the Firft even proceeded (0 filr as to 
propou: the ceffion of Gibnlltar t, on the confideration of an equivalent, and 
permitted the regent duke of Orleans to make the offer to the king of Spain, 
if he would ratify the term:; fpccifi ... .J in Ule treaty, called the quwruplo 
aDiance, pafi" ... -d al London on the 2d of Augufll71 S. betweel) tbe Emperor,. 
Eagbod, and France. and aftt!rwards acceded to by the United Provinces. 

Bjr this alliance, the EmfJCrorrenounced all claims to tne crown of Spain, 
confectcd~ that Tufcan),. P:um;1., and Placentia, as male fiefs of the empire,. 
fhould defceDuJ in default of ma.lc heirs, to Don Carlos, eideR: (on of Eliza
betb Fa.rn~re, by Philip the Fifth. In return for thefe coneeffions, the Em- II 

ptrm W3S to be gratified witbrthe poffi:Uion of Sieilr. in lieu of which terri
t~ryJ Sardinia WilS to be allotted to Victor Amadeus. The terms to be 1m
Wfed on Philip were, the renunciation of all claims to the dominions of the 
Emperor. in Italy, and the Netherlands. Three months being allowed to 
Philip for tl!.C accr.:Jllance of thefe conditions, Stanhope himfclf employed tlus 
interval in conducting the ncgoti:ttion in perf on : he repaired tQ P:lm, and 
afler ndjufting meafures with the regent proceeded to Ma.J.rid. In a confer
~nce with Albcroni, he revrefmted that :l Fr.,:nch army was preparing; to in
'VaLle Sp:Un. and .~hnt a Brjtifh fquadroIlr under the. comm.n9d of admiral 
Byng. was (ailing ror the Mediterranean. with ,?rdeo to auack IUld deJl:roy 
the Slxlniih flett, if Sicily was not evacuated: ' he even gave a hft of the 
number ;1.nd force of tbe Ships, to cODvinee him or their evident fupe
riority t. Thefe overtures were rcjc:tlcd with baugbtinef::. and even con
tempt. St3l1hope~s immediate 4epa.tt~ from Spain became the ftgnal 
for war i the Ftatch troops .dvanced, admiral Byng attacked, c~ptured and 
ddlroy,d the ''''''ter part of llie Spanifh ~e~t. The king of SpaiD, wrap.. 

.. Tin~l, vol. 19lP· 16;. t s.e. Chap\c Oil- Gibraltllf\ i. PWocl lV • 
• 1 Eirl StanhOpel~ J..:ttc! to S~C;rttary CP".; Hatdwk.kc Papen. 

pointe.! 
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p€ljrlteu in his hopes of making an impreffion on England, by the death of 
Charle<i the Twclfth,and the defeCtion of the Czar, was compelled to difmiis 
Alberoni, and to accede: to the quadruple alliance. 

During the whole progrefs of tbefe tranfaCtions, Walpole lhenuouflyor
pored the condud: of government. On the motion, made by Sir William 
Stricklnndt for an :uldrefs of thanks to the king for his unwc3cied endeavours 
to promote the welfare of his kingdoms, and to prcfcrve the tr21nquiUity of 
EUrGpc, an~ to affuce him that the hauCe would make good ruch exceeJings 
of men for the rea Icrvice, for the year 1718, as his m3Jcfty Olould find ne
ceffar), ., Walpole obfervcd, that . iuch an addrel~ h:1d all the nir of a decla
ration of war againft Spain. [n the following [effions, when fecretary Craggs 
laid before the haufe, copies of fame of the treaties relating to the quadruple 
alliance, alluded to in the fpeech from the throne, l Valpole no lef,. warmly 
objefred to the words in the motion for an addrefs, cxpreffiog the entire fatis.
fadion (If the houfe in thore meafures which the king had already taken j he 
urged, II That it was againft the cpmmoo rules of prudencc. and the methods 
of proceeding in that houfe. to approve a thing before they knew whAt it 
was; that he was thorougbly convinced of, and as ready as any porfon in 
th:lt l.ffcmhly, to acknowledge. hi s majcfty 's grent care for the general peace 
of Europe-, and the intcreft of Great Bri tain; but that to f.tntl: ion , in the
manner propared, the late mearUfeS. could have no otl ler view than to 
fcrccn minifters. who were conrcious tOf having done [omething amifs, and, 
who having begun a war :lgain11: Spain, wou ld now make it the parliament'~ 
W.lr: and concluded, by exprcfling Ul entire t.liffatisfaclion at :l. con
(Iu[t con trary to the I .... w of nations, and a breach of lukmn trl'a.ties t,'· 
,Vhen Craggs, in reply. gave an ahftract of the articl es of the quadruple 
:lUiance. W alpole, after reiterating his profeffions of. duty :lnd affedion to 
the king, diflingUlfhcd between him :lJld hi~ minill:crs,. and exprctl'i.:d his un
wiUingnds to approve the nw,lCun:~ purfucd, until the tJ:calies on wh.ch t"ofe 
n.Cures were founded hal! hem-fully and 1llaturdy exnmined~. Cr~ 
having prcrentcd the tranfhtions of the relllaining treaties, and the king 
having (eil t :l mclfap,I.." that he- Iud dt·clarcll war ag-,),j nfl Spain. WalJX>le 
cornbatetl the add ref!', and while hi~ hrotftcr H orace made a long fpeech 
:lgainft the quadruple alliance, and partictl1arly argued tha.t the rfant of 
Sicily to the EmperQr in exchang<: for Sardinia. \\a:, a brca.ch ot the, treaty 
of Utrecht, tie himlclf exclaimed againft the iojul\:i ce of attal}ling, I,h.e 
Sp:mi,.... A.cet before: tIle dt::4..:laration, of war §. But the! ilnrlVCr given to this VII)-

, 
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knt declanu.tion.by the miniftcrial. advocates, was not unrea(ona.ble. They 
ftated, that the blame could attac1, ani,. to Spain; the conduCt of the king 
and mininers wa~ ag,rec3blc to the la.w of nations, and to the rules of equity. 
\Vas it jufllo attack Sardinia, without any previous declaration of war, and 
while the £mperoI was engolgOO..with tae Turks ~ Wa, it. juft to invade Sicily, 
without the lean provocation? And was it not jufi in the king of England 
to vimlicatc the faith of treaties, and to ptUtc& the trade of his f.u.bjeth. 
which had been violently opp~? But though \Valpolc might in this, 
and alIter iDftances, nppcar iDftuenced by the fpirit of part)~, yc:t the ar· 
gUnl,fDtI which he and Ri5 friends urged again!l the artjcJco; of the qua
druple alliance, are proved b}l experieuce to. have been well founded; for al. 
though t he ~ceffion of Spain, fumed to complete the.. pea,e of U trt:cht, fince 
the Emperor acknowled~ Philip kmg of Sp3.ill, and Philip renounced all 
daims to the Netherlands.. the.- Milanefe, Naples, and Steil}" yet thofe twa 
princes were too much irrita.tcd to enter cordia.lly inco thi!\ {cheme of paci
fication: both pacties had made ceffioro without relinquilhing tl1eir ref pee
bve pretenfions. and it will be difficult to deaide. whether the Emperor or 
Philip were moll diifatisfied with the quadruple alliance. 

CHAPTER THE EIGHTEENTH : 

17 18- 1 7 1 9. 

Ong;. mui Progrp of tilt Pm'age Bill.-Oppo.firi()n and Speech of Walp()/t.-
. Bill rejeEled • 

. IN oppoition to the p«rage bill, Walpole employed all hi. talent. ~. 
~loquence, &nd bore the m{'lft confpicuous part in obtaining its defeat. 

nus bill was projeCted by Sunderland; hn views were, to reftrain tho 
power of the prince of Wales, when he came to the t!irone, whom he bad 
offended beyond .all hopes of forgivenefs, and to extend and pt:rpctuate his 
own induence. by the creation of many DeW' peers. The unfortunate mi{

'OI>CIeri\anding betw<en the kiDg and his rOD, whiCh bad recently incraCed to 
• very alarming degree, fayoured ' the fucceli of tiis fcbeme .i and the king. 
from a motive of mean jealoufy. was induced to give up this irnp¥tant and 
boAowablc brand> of hi> royal prerogative, aDd to ftril' the crown of its 
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"righteil: jewel.. Sunderlrllnd had little difficulty in acquiring :\ large majo. 
rity in the boq(c of lords,. in fa\'our of a meaf'l.1re which fa ',lighly-increafed. 

. their power;. the whole body of the Scotch peers in the upver hou[e well! 

pined by the promife of an ~itary fot, and many of the lords, who 
vom' form oppofed .he bill, were:- fecret ly no' a\!crfc to its pailing. . Boing 
fecure of the lords, he relied for fuccefs in the houfe of commons, on the 
known :lbhorrcnce of ahl! Whigs, who-' formwa large m!1jority, to the crca4 
tion of thl;! [wc.ive pt"crs, during the adminiA:ration of Oxford; he had been 
witnefs to their repeated and vehement afi"t'Ycrations, that the crown ought 
in future to be deprived of a prerogatil'c which by that all: had brought diC. 
honour on Great Britain, and endan~rcd thcdibuties of Euro~. EVl!n"'the 
Whigs in 0ppofition he th,>ught could Rot venture tQ obllrut't a bill of fuch 
3 nature .. without lofing the confideD,e of their party. Under there cir
cumfiances. a bin to 1imit the number of peen was propared .. 

The king rent 3. metrage to the haufe, that." he had· fo much at heart 
the iettling the peerage of the .. hole kingdom. 00 fuch a foundation as might 
fecwe the freedom IUld cOAftitution. of parliament in all future ages, that he 
was willing his prc:rogati1le B10uJd not fbDd in the way of fo great and neGef~ 
fury a work • . " In confequence of this meff"dge. a bill was brought in u to 
fettk and limit tbe peerage in fuch a manner, that the number of Englifh 
peers ihould not be enlarged beyond fix of the pre[cnt numtXr, which, upon 
fai lure of urue male, might be fuppli<.-d by new creations: that, infb:ad of the 
fixtcen eleCtive peers from Scotland, twenty-five fuou1d be m:u:le hereditary on 
the part of tb1t kingdom; and that tbjs Dumber, upon failure of heirs male, 
fhould be fupplied from the other members of the Scotch peerage + j" after 3. 

ftrenuo\AS appefition from Cowper, and fome putial objc:(tions from Townf
bend and Nottingh~m, the bill was twice read, and the articles agreed to with. 
out divifiooj but on the da.r appointed for a third reading, Stanhope ob· 
lUved> .. That tbe biU baving awIof a great noife, aOO rail<d ftrange apptt-· 
ben1ions j. and. fUlC¢ the ddigD of it had been fo mifreprdi:nted, and fo mif·· 
und~ood.. that it WIS like to meet with great oppoution in the other haufe. 
he thought it advifea.bJe to let that ma.tter lie ftill till & more proper appor • 

. +" tUniry • • 
The unpopularity of the me&f"wc, aDd the ferment it had. excited in Ute' 

nationJ were the motives which ~uced Sunderlud to withdraw the motion 
at the moment of certain fuccefs in the howe of lords. 1.0. vain the pen of 
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,.\ddifon had been employed in defending the bill, in a paper calleu 'l i,t 
Old W'hig, again!l: Rteele, who attarud it inA pamphl~t intitled The PMm·(IIt. 
and whole arguments had greater weigl lt wit h the public. \Valpok: aHi) pu\' 
lilhed a pafllrh1d on the" fame fide of the quell ion, " rhe 'fltoNghlt of ,r Afr:mo,:r 
of Ihe /t.J!i.xr Hlm!e, ill relation 10 a Frojd! jor rijlnlillillg (lu,! ' ,'miriltg thl' ('c«J(r 
if the c,'o'Zvn in Ihe future Creatiot4.o/ Pun •. " In tim public:lti(ln, he ex
plained the nature of the bill, and eXpoied the vil!ws of [hole who introduced 
Jr, with a perfj)icuit}' of argument, and fimplicity. of l1.dc ad4pted to all CJ · 

par ities, nnd calculated to make a general imprdlion. 
~e minifter, however, did not rclinquith his darli ng bilt. During th ' 

inte'rval between the prorog3.tian and meeting of parliament , he exe rted every 
effort to engage a majority in its favour, Bribes were profufdy iavilht-d. 
promifl!5 and threats were altem:\telycmploycu, in C"Cl), Ull.pC which b i ~ lall. 
guine and ovc'rbt:aring temper could fuggefl:: . HI: :ttf~ttl!d to declare, tb:\t I: 

W:1S t he king's ddirc, and not the aCt ot the miuiflrr; h(.: did not attempt ( 0 

conceal that it was levelled ag:linfl:: the future gowrnmcnt of the prince 01 
\Vales, whom he reprelcnted as capable of doil//!. mad thlll_~s i - when he callle 
10 (he tbronc. H t' declared tha t the nccefia ry confeqUL'nu.: of it s, rcjctlion 
would be the ru in of the Whigs. and (lie introuuction of the T ories into the 
cOllfidcDce andf'-vour of the king; exprefico his fu rprife tbat :lny peril'll) who 
fly led himfclf a '\Vhig fhouW oppofc it ; and e:\erteu himlc\f in tbe bu(jnd~ 
wi eh 10 much hc:-at and violence. that in ende;\\"Ouring to pcrfuade Middt:_ 
ton, lord clmucdlor of Ireland. who refuted to fupport the mcalure in the 
Britilli hou fc of commons, the blood gulhed from his nofc !, ... 

'l,"~Ic(~ efforts were :lttclllkd with fl.lch fucce(s. that :1.t a. meeting held b} 
the Jea.c.lcr.> of the Whig~ in oppofition, at Dc"onfh irc houle, \ValpoJe found 
tbe whole bod}' lukewarm. irrcfolutc, or defponding; h'\'cr4l of the J>Uf'I'" 

fl'CI'L:t1y f:lVr.)uTcd a bill which would inc r~fe their importance; others de
cl4rud, that as Wh~, it would be a Ill,.wfeft inconli~ency to object to a 
OlcllCure tending to prevent the repctitioll of an abufe of pl-erogative againft 
which they had repeatedly inwighed; thore who were .fi.noercly avcrfc to it, 
were unwilling to exert themfe1vcs in hopclcli refiftance, and it was the pre
,'ailing opiniol\ that the bill fhould be permitted to pafs wi thout 0ppofition. 
Walpole alone diftentcd, and reprobated, in the thongefi terms, this refolu
tion -as <laftardly and impoHtic. -lit' ~ that it was the onl}' point 
on which they could hana[, adminiftnttion with any prof pea. of fU CCl{':> ; ' 
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that he would place- it in fuch a light as to excite indignation in every inde. C11lt':C'I'IS. 

pendent commoner; that he raw a [pirit rifi ng againfl it among the 'Vhir;;. 17 18 fO I"~ 
and particularly among the country gentlemen. who were otherwirc not \w.--. 

llverfe to Cupport government. He tiki, Ihat he had overheard a memhc:r of 
the hauet of commons, a country genrlemall, w,ho polTeifcd n.n etb.te of not 
more than C. 800 a year, declare to an0toer with grc.lt warmth, that although 
he had no chance of being made a peer hi;nfdf. yer, he wo\1id never conrent 
to the injuftice of giving a 1perpetual exdufion to hI S family. He was con-
vinced. he added, that t~ Centiment w,Juld have a rhong effeCt: upon "the 
whole body of country gentlemen ; and COl;" lUl led hIS animated remonltrances. 
by declaring, that if deferted by his party. he him fcl f would fingly £bnd 
forth and oppore it. This declaration, urged with uncommon vehemence, OC 4 

C:lfianed much tLltercation, and m.1.ny perfuafions were made to deter him from 
adopting a me.uure which 'appeared chimerical and abrurd; but wn.n they 
found that he peTfifted, the whole party gradually carne over to his opinion. 
:md agreed that an oppofition lhould be made to it in the boufe of com-
mons *. 

The bill was again introduced to the notice of Jnrliament, at the open- Bill »>f(ts lb. 
icg of the reman; by the following artful expreffions in the king's fpeech: lurtl!t. 
II If the neceffities of my government have fometimes engJ.ged your duty 
U and atfct'l:ion to intruft. me with powers, of which you have always, wit h-
II good rcaron, been je1.lou~ , the whole world muO: :ld.nowlcdg,e they h:l.ve 
U been fo ufed , as to Jullify the confidence you have rcpofcd in me. And 
H as I can t ruly :l.ffirm, that no prince was ever more ze:tlbus to increafe III ' 
.. own authority, than I am to perpetuate thl! liberty of my people, 1 hope 
.. yuu will think of all proper methods to efhblifh and tranrmit to your po-
.. ficot}'. the frcedom of our happy conftitution, anti particularly to (ccure 
.. I that part, which is mollliabJe to abu(c . J \'alue myfclf upon being the 
jj firfi, who hath given you an opportunity of doing it ; and I Illufi tt:com-
U mend it to you, to compleat tbof..: menfurcs, which remained imperfet..9: 
u the lill fefHon -t." 

'Eh;, fpec:ch was rnaPc the 2.3d of No\"cmht:r ; orrJtbe "!:sth, the riuk~' of 
Buckingham brought the bill into the h OUle, where it W:l." onl y oppoli::d by 
Cowper. It was committecl on the 26th, ingroffed on the 2.8th, paffcd tlu;: 
30th, and Cent down to the houfe of common!> on the I fi of December! Srnt 10 the 
At this period tile bill J\ad1lndergone no alteration from that propofcd in the lUlIllllOl1lo 

• See fpnku OnObw'1; ~. 011 Oppofirion. Comfpnndr:nee. 
t Joetnab.-Cltandlcr. t J uurDftb.-Cltandlet·. 
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• 
bt1: [dEon; but it was underflood, tbat in order to conciliate: the (;OOl

mons, .the king was willing to give up Mother branch of his prerogative, 
that of pardoning in cafes of impeachnlent, and the lords wou ld W:l\'.c lheir 
privilege of jelllldll/Ilm mngMlum -. _ 

This memorable bill was r.eacl a fecond time on tbe 8.thDf Dcct:mbert, and 
a motiolT made for committing it, gave rife to a long and wa5:nl d~b;tte : jl 
was principally fupported by C~. fecretary oi ftate, Aillabie, chol.ncclloll 
of tile exchequer, Lechmcre, attorney.general • ..and Hampden j it was op
pored by Sir R.ichard Steele, in a vcry ma.ftt~~h, by Smith, Sir J ohn 
Parkington, Methuen, and \Valpole. 'fe...' ~ 

.on this ooca!iOQ he forrook his ufualmodt: of debating, which was plain , 
and feldom decoru.eU with metaphorica.l ornaments, and. Wilh great ani 
matiop, began hi s fpeecil by introducing tl1is claRica! allul'ioll : 

II ~ the Romans, the temple of fame was placed. behind. t he: tem
ple of vjrtue. to ornote that there was no coming to the temiple of fame, but 
through that of virtue. But if this bill is patred int!) a. law, one of the 
mon powerful inccnti\'es to virtue would be taken away, Cincc there wo\tld 
be no arriving at honour. but through the winding-fileet of an old decrepit 
lord, or the grave of an extinct nol:)le family : 41 polic)' very different from 
that glorious and enlightened JUtio~ who made it their pride to hold out 
tp the world illullrious enmples of merited elevation, 

U Pater( honoris ftima III (lmf!i vjom. 

" It is very far '-om Illy thought s to depreciate the advantages, or detralt 
from the reJpctl due to illufuious birth i for though 'the phi lofopher may 
faJ with the poct, 

EI grJ11lJ t1 prol1'" • .:os. (I '1111C non fuinws ipji, 
rile M n!flrlf VO(O j 

}let the claim deIiV«JJrom that advantage, though. fortuitous, is fo generally 
and fo jufi:l'Y conceded, that c .. -ery endeavour to fubvert the priociple, would 
merit coottmpt aAd '.aiaDrreace, But though iUuft:rious birth forms one 

• W~; fpolwl in deroption of 3. peer, a 
j udgt, or oth~ great oftiCtf nr the ,calm., are 
c.alrcd:fi~ "'.z-III-, and, rbo"gh *' 
be fuQh at Il'o\lld not be aaiGnable iA lbI care 
~f. common penon, yet wben f~ .ill di(~ 
pee of fuch high and n:fpeAabk a".,.aen. 
they amount to an Itroc.iO\li inj\lry •• 'bieh ia 
p:d,re{fed by u attion on ~ eire, fO\lllded Oil 

main' uw:icat i\afutel; a5 wdl on beMIJ of 
the Crowe \0 ~ tbt pUiliJlunwt of impri
(ono'l'e'bt Oft ere flU!cltrtr.:IS on behalf of the 
.... ( .. _ ...... ," ........ UV"'7 fuf
taiaf4.-Diadtfion(" Commeowia. 8 . J. 
C, B, 

t S", joumolo.-CbMdlcl,b'DiliI .... lo,. 
II>< 7th. 

undiiputcd 
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undifputeu title to pre.emin('nce~ and fuperi!;Jf coofidcratLon, yet furdy it 
ought not to be the only one. The origin of high titles was derived from 
the will of the Covercign to rew~rd ligna! (ervic~) or c(')nli) ic~Qu!> Lllenl) by 
It rccompen(e whicb, furvi\'ing to poftt:rity, fhaule! <.Iifplay if! all ages the 
\'irt ues of the receiver, and rhe gr3.titud!.: of the donor. l s merit Ih l.!n [,1 

rardy difcernible. or is gratitude fa IluaU a ,-inuc in OUf days, that rlle one 
muA: be fuppofed . to be its own reward, and the other limited to a barr('n 
difplay of impotent good-will? Had this bill originated with tome noble 
peer of difl:inguifhed ancell:ry. it would have cxciletl lees furprifc; a dclirc tv 
exclude others from :1 participation of honours, is no novelty in prrfofJ!. of 
that cln(s: Quod i:X altorum mcritis jibi nrrogolll , hi mild eo\' nuh nftribi NC/Ullt. 

" But it is matter of juIl (urpri(c, that a bill of this narurc Ol ould cirhl:r 
ha,'c lken projected, or at leaft promoted by a gcntleman" who wa~, not 
long ago. feated amongfi us, and who. having got inlo the hou(e of peers, is 
now defi rous to !hut the door aftt'r him. 

U When grc::n.t alterations in the confiitution arc to bc madc,the experiment 
Ihould be tried for a Ihart t ime before the prupo(ed change is finally carricd 
into execution, left it fhould produce evil inltead of good; but in this cafc, 
when the bill is once fanfrioned by parliament, there can be no fu ture hopes 
of rcdreCs, bee-auCe the upper hou(e will always oppofe the repeal of an alt. 
which has Co confidcrably increafed their pO\\'cr. Thc great unanimity with 
which th i .. bill has paffcd the 100ds, ollght to infpire fome jcaloufy in the 
c.:ommons j for it muIl be obvious, thilt whatevt!r the lords gain, mu[l. be 
acquired at thr lars of the commons, and Ihe diminution of the regal prerO
gati\c i ami that in all difputcs hetween the lords and commons, when the 
hou[e of lords is immutablc, the commons muft, Cooner or later, be obliged 
[0 recc.:de. . 

" The ,-jcw o( the minill:ry in framing this bill, is pi:l.inly nothing bu t 10 
fceure thcir power in the hcufe of lords. The principal argumcnt on which 
the neccffity of it i ~ founded, i ~ c\rawn from the mik hief occafioned by tIte 
creation of tweke peers during the reign of queen Anne, for the purpof~ of 
carrying an infamous peace through the houle of lurch; that w:\s only a , 
t empor.uy mealure, whcn:as. the mi(chief to be oce-afioned hy thi!> hill, will 
he pelJ lC tual. It creates thirtY-O!l '= pt'crs b}' authority of parliament j 10 
('xtrdordm:uy a. ftep cannot be fuppoleu to he taken without f01ll1! knillcr 
cic1ign in futuu. The ininifhy want no acJdilion.:l1 firengrb in the houf(· of 
kml$, for comluetlng the common afi'.:J.jrs of govermnC'or, as i .. fufficiclltly 

• Lord Stanhope. 
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Period II. Jlroved hy the unanimity with \\hich they have carried through this biD. 
17, .. f " 1; 20, If, tbcrefoft!, they tJ'ink it Il('ccfiary to acquire additional ftrcngth, it muft 
~ be done with ';I!'A5 :tnd inlcnli()n~ more cxt ravngant and hofti le to the coo

ftitution, than 11,\' which have }'t' t been attempted . The bill itfelf is of a m 1ft 

infidious ::lOd ariflll n.:lture. The immediate crt-Rtion of nine Scotch Pf'tr5, 
and the: rc(crvarion of fix Englilh peep. fo r a necciralY occafton, is of d\!ubJe 
u(c j to be ready for t he houfc of lords if wan led, and to engage three times 
the nllmber in the houfe of common,> by hope, and ]lromi(c~ . 

.. To (anCtion this attempt. the king is induced to affect to wave fome 
p:ut of bis prerogative ; but this is merely an oilenfibJe renunciatIon, un· 
founded in f.lfr , or rc:aron. I am defirous to treat of all poi nt s relating to 
the private aflitirs of his majefiy, with the urmoO: tendernefs and cau tion, 
but I fhould wi111 to aik the haufe, and I think I can anticipate the anrwc:r; 
Has any fuch quell.ion been upon the tapis, as no man would forgive the 
author~ . that fhould put tht'tll under the nec\! ffity of voting againfl either 
(ide" ? Are lhere any misfortunes, which every honeR man lecrerly la.ments 
and bewails, nnd would think the laO: of mifchiefs, fllOuld I bey ever become 
the fubject of public and pnrllamenta,ry converf:uions? Cannot numbers that 
hur me tellify, from the folicitations and whifpers they have met with. 
that there arc men ready and determined to attempt thele things if they had 
a prof pea of fuccefs ? 1f they have thought, but 1 hope they are miO:aken 
in their opinion of this haufe, that the chief obfiacle would arire in the 
houfe of lords, where they have always been tender upon perfonal points, 
efpecially to any of their own body, does not this projca: enable fhem to 
carry any quefrion t\1rough the houfe of lords? Mult not the twenty·five 
Scots peers accept upon any terms, or be for e,'cr excluded? Or will not 
twenty-five be found in all Scolland that will? H o .... great willlhc tempta
tion be likewife to fix Englith, to fill the prefcnt vacancies ? And 01.111 we 
then. with our e}'es open, take this fier, which I cannot but look upon as the 
beginning of woe and confufion; and f},alJ we, under thefe apprehenfions) 
break through the Union. and (but up the door of honour? It certainly 
will have that eirea; nay, the very argument advanced in its fuppert, that 
it will ac.l~ weight to the commons, by keeping the rich men there, admits 
that it will be an exdufion. 

It But we arc: toM, that his majefty hu voluntarily confented to this limi. 
btion of his prerogative. It may be true; but may not the king have been 
deceived? Which ifit il ever to hi fuppofc<J, mull: be admitted in this cafe • 

• He here probiobly alluded. to themif,.n:lI!odlandin, bttween the kin, aod. pr1nCC' of W:\ln. 
It 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. ":I' 

It is incontrovertible, that kings have been over-ruled by the importunity Chaptt' 18. 

of their minifters to remove, or to take into adminifiration. perrons who are t7,8toI7t~ 
difagreeable to them. The charaCter of the king furnithes us alfo a (hong L_ ' 

proof that he has been deceived ; for although if is a faCt, that in Hanover. 
where he pofTefies abfolutc power, he never tyrannifed over his fubje8:s. or 
dcfpotically 'excrcifed his authority, yet, can one infiance be produced when 
he ever gave up a prcrogati,'e? 

" If the conftitution is to be amended in the baufe of lords, the greateft 
abufes ought to be firfi corrected. But what is the abufc. againft which thi!! 
bill fa vehemently inveighs. and which it is intended to correCt? Tbe aburt 
of the prerogative in creating an occafional number of peers, is a prejudice 
only to the lords, it can rarely be a prejudice to the commons, but muft ge
nerally be cxercired in their favour j and fhouid it he argucd, that in cafe of 
a difference between the two haufes, the king may exercife that branch of 
his prerogative, wirh a view to force the commons to recede. we may reply~ 
that upon a difference with the commons, the king pofi"dfes his negative, 
and the exercife of that negative would be lefs culpable th.:tn making petri 

to fcreen himfelf. 
" But the ftrongeO: argument ag:Ullft the bill is, that it will not only be a 

difcouragement to virtue and merit, but would endanger our excellent con
ftitution ; for as there is a due bab.nce between the three brunches of the le
giflature. it will deftroy that balance. amI confequcntly fubvert the whole con

. ftitution. by caufing one of the three powcr!>, which are now dependent on 
each other, to preponderate in the fcale, The crown is dependent upon the 
commons by the power of granting money; the commons are dependent 
all the crown by the power of diifolution: The lords wiU now be made in~ 
dependent of both. 

U The fixteen e1ea-ive Scotch peers. already admit themfeh"es to be a 
dead court weight, yet the fame fixteen are now to be made 'hereditary, 
and nine added to their number, • Thefe twenty.fhc. under the influence of 
corrupt minifters, may find their account in betraying their truft; the ma
jority of the lords may aha find their account in fupporting fuch minift.en j 

but the commons. and the commons only., muft fuffer for all, aDd be deprived 
of every advantage. 1£ the propafed rneafure deflroys two negatiVe! in the 
crown, it gives a Degative to thele twenty-five united. and confers a power. 
(uperior to that of the king himfelf. on the head of a clan, who will have the 
power of recommending many. The Scotch commoners can ha,'c no other 
VleW in fupporting this meafure, but the expeCted aggrandizement of their. 
own chien. It will diffdlve the allegiance of the Scotch pters who arc not· 

R.l amongft 
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amongft the t\\'enty-fivc. and who can never hope for the benefit of an elec
tion to be peers of parliament. and almoft cnatl: obedience from the (overeign 
to the betray ... r~ of the confiitlltion. 

U The pre/cnt \-Iew of the btll is dangerous; the view to pofterity, ~rronaJ 
and unpardonahle; it will make the lords mailers of the. king. according to 
l~eir own ('oofeffian , when they admit, that a change of adminiftration ten
<ler .. a new creation of peer'" nccdTary; (or by precludtnB ther king from 
luakUlg pet:r~ In future. it at the (arne t une precludes him from changmg the 
peerent adminifiratLon, who will naturally fill the vacancies with t11cir own 
crcatures; and the new peers wlll adhe re to the firft minifter, with the (arne 
zeal and unu.niruity as thore createu by Oxford adhered to him. 

" If whcn I he parlidment was made CcptenniJ.l, the power of difioiving it 
before the end of feven years had been wrened from (he crown, would not 
fuch an altcration haxc added immcnfe authonty to the commons? and yet, 
thc prcrog,ati \\; uf lhe f'rnwn in -:hfiutv1ng p.llhalllents, may be, and has been 
oftener abcfi.:d, Ulan the powcrof crcating peers. 

U But it may be ob!crvcd, that tht" king, for his own fake, will rarely make 
a great number of peers, for they, being ufually creatl::d by the Influence o~ 
tile firR mininer, (oon become, upon 3. change of adnunillralio;" a ~ight 
agamfl the crown j and h3d qut:'cn Anne lived. the truth of this obfervation 
would have been verified in the cafe of mo{\: of the twelve peer!> made by 
Oxford . Let me afk, however, is the abufe of any prerogative a fufficient 
~fon for totally annihilating thdt prerogative? Under that conGderation. 
the power of diffoi\'ing parhamc:nb ought to be taken away. becaure that 
power has been more c.xcrcifed, ond mUTe :l.bufed thaniUlY of the other prero
gatives; yet in ,641, when the king had aficnted to", law that dlfabled him 
from prolQf;uing or difloiving p~r1i.:l.mcnr. without the conCent of both 
,boules, he Wa!> from that time under fubjection to the parliament, and from 
thenGe followed aU the fubft:quent mifchit:fs, and his own deLiruc'i:Jon. It 
may alfo be afked, Whether the prerogative of making peace and war has 
never bc:cu abufcd? 1 might here call to your recolleCtion the peace o( 
Utrecht, and the prerent war with SpJ.ln. Yet who will prefumIZ to adviCe 
that the power of m:tking war and peace1 alCuld be taken from the crown? 

II Hpw c.an the lords expeft: the .:ammons to give their concurrence to a 
bill by which tht:y and their ponerit)' are to be for ever excluded from the 
P,eeT"~e 1 Hp,w would they tbemfclves receiv.e a hill which fhould prevent a 
baron from being made a vifcQunt, a vifcount an earl, an earl a marquis, and 
I marquis a duke? W ould they confent to limit the number of any rank. of 
pee.rage? ,Certainly none; unlefs, perhaps) the duk~. If the pretence for 

this 
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tbis mea(ure is, that it will tend tQ [ecu~ the freedom of parliament, 1 (ay 
that there afe many other fieps more imponant and lefs equivocal, fuclr 
as the difcootinuance of bribes and penuons. 

"That this bill will [ccuce: thc= liberty of parliament, Ilotally deny; it will fe. 
cure a great preponderance: to the pecre; it will form them into a compaCt im
penetrable: phalanx, by giving them the: power to exclude. in all t:afc5 of extinc
tion and creat ion, all1uch pcrfons from their body •. who may be obnoxious to 
them. In the inftances we have feen of their judgment in forne late cafes., 
fufficient marks of partiality may be found to puL us on our guard againft 
committing to them the power they would derive from this bill. of judging 
Ihe right of latent or dormant titles, when their ve::rdid would be of fuch 
immenfe importance. If gentlemen will not be convinced by argument, 
at Ic:ift, let them not fbut their ears to the dreadful example of fo rmer 
times; let them recollea that the overweening difpolition of the great barons,. 
to aggrandize their own dignity, occafioned them to exclude the le!fer barons. 
and to that circumftance may be fairly attribu ted the fanguinary wars which 
fa long clefolateu the country -." 

The effefr of this rpecch on the houfe, e~cccJeJ the moft ranguinc' ex~ 
petb,tion; it fixed thofe who had before: been wavering and irrcfoJule, brought 
over many who had been tempted by the Ipecioufnefs of the meafure to fa
.,.otlr its introduCtion, and procured its reject ion by a triumphant m:\jority of 
2.69 againft 177 . 

• The:: ("bRance of this (peech is collrtl'ed 
Wom memonndwns in Sir Robert W,\lpo!e'!I 
/ol.h'A hand.wlitiIlZ. amon& lord Orford', pR-

prrs.-Sre al(Ot OnRow ()n Oppofition, eN''' 
re rlJOlldence. Period U._HifiorilOal · Reclllcr, 
'7 J9·-Ch.:IndJrr.. 
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PERIOD THE THIRD: 

From the South Sea Act, to the Death of GEORGE the Firft: 

CHAPTER THE NINETEENTH: 

17 20• 

Origin and Progrcjs of the SONtlt Sea Company.-Their ProjeEl fOl liqtjidat~ 
lIlg the N :JfiOlial D ebt.- EJpollfed 6y the Mi,lijlr..,·.-OPPoftd by fYo/pole. 
-AacptrJ b}1 Parliumell/.-IValpole recOllcileJ til( King and the Prince of 
JVa!cs.-FormJ a G'oalitiQIJ wiJIz Stmdtr/fwd.-1'own}lleIJd aJJjIUi11ted Pnjidrnt 
of the Council.-Walpole PaYflJajler of tile Form.-ReIJrcs illlo the COUtUTY. 

T H E oommencem('nt of this period forms a m~mol'able :r/"3. in the po. 
litical life of Sir Robert Walpole, and holds him torth as the rellorel 

of the national credit . which the fatal cffeCl:s of the South Sea [<.-heme had 
brought to the brink of defiruftion. 

The South Sca Company ewed its origin to a chimerical projelt, fOflllcd 
by H :uley in 17' T. for the purpofe of rcftoring the public oedlt, which had 
been greatly affettcd by the difmiffion of the Whig minil1:ry. and of el1:ablilb
ing a fund for the difcharge of tile navy and .:urny debentures, and the other 
parts of the float iog debt. which amounted to £. 9.47 f .32. 5; :lnu was afteT
ward~ incrcafed to £. IO,OOO,O?O. With a view to fettle a fund for paying 
the intereft of 6 per cent. on thefe arreilf!., which amountul to the annual 
fum of £. 568.279, all the duties upon wines, vineg:tr, tob:lcco, 1ndia goods, 
wrought (ilks, whale fins, and a few other duties, were rendered pI'rmanent. 
In order to allure the creditors with the hopes of advantages frum a new 
commerce, the monopoly of a trade to the South S~'a. or corJt: of Sl·anilh 
America, was granted to a company compofcd of the fevera1 I'TOjJrietors of 
tlus funded debt, which being incorporated by act of parliounent, took Ihe ap~ 

pdlation 
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pelbtion of the South Sea Company". The great ad\':lntagcs. to b\' derived 
from this commerce, had been held forth and exaggerated from the tUl1C of 
our fid\. voyagl!s to Spanilh America, in the reign of Elil.ahcth, and Iud 
1:x.'en (till farther increared by lhe reports of the bn::canecrs, The confiJel _ 
a.ble riches which France had brought from Amenc,t, finre the cfl:ablilhmcnt 
of Philip the Fifth on tlie throne of Spain, had contributed to raile the fall
guine e):pcti:atiolls of tile Britit'h rncrchant~; a Wlllour, induftrioufl y circu
lated, that four ports on the coafts of Peru and Chill, were to be ("cded by 
Spain, inflamed till' gr.:nt:ral ardour; the pro(pc[t of (,xchanging gold, filver. 
and rich drugs for the Ill:tnufaf\:ures of England, were plaufib\c aHurcments. 
for an entcrpri fing and ('"()fumercial nation; and the minc.'> of Potofi and 
M exico, were to dlffu fe their incxhaulbble O:or.:s. th rough thc medium of the 
new comp:lny. 

The f.tmous aft of parliJ.ment, which incorporated th e fllbrcribers of the 
debts. uml ... r the n:i.rr.e of the g,ovl~rnor and company of mcrcl\Jnts of Great 
Britain trading to tile South S~as. and other pans of America, was called the 
carl of Oxford's maner piece, anel conliclcred by his pancgrri fis as the fure 
means of bringing an inexhaullible mine of riches into England. But in 
fact this {",berne was fettled on a falfc foundation; for by the peace ofUtrccht. 
Sila-in and the Indiec; being coufinncu to Philip tbe Fifth, that monarch was 
too jealous to admit the Englirh to a free t rade in the South Sea, and inftead 
of the advantageous commerce which Oxford had beld fortb, the company 
obtained only the -J- afficnto contraCt, or the privilege of fupplying the Spanilh 
colonies of America with negroes for 30 yeat'S. with the permiffion of fend~ 
ing to Spanilh America an annual !hip, limited both as (0 tonnage and value 
of cargo, of the profit .. of which t he king of Spain referved one fourth. and 
fi\'e per cent. on the other three fourths t. But this difappointment was at~ 
tempted to he counterach.'<i by the declaration made by Oxford, that Spain 
had permitted two !hips, in addition to the annual fhip, to carry merchan
dize, during the firfi: year to the I10fthcrn coafts of SpaniOl America, and a 
pompous nomination of the feveral ports where the company had leave to 
trade, and fettle fa~ories. But the grand benefits of this commerce were 
never realifed . . The firft voyage of the annual illip was not made till 1717. 
and in the following year. the trade was fuppreffed by the rupture with. Spain. 
Their effeCts, faCtories, and fervants were feized and detained. notwithfiand· 

• J.mes Potllefhwayt'J Hillorical StaTe or 
the South Sea Compan),.-Arltierfon on Com
.-ree, vol.). p. 43. Tindal, vol.. 17. p.,61. 

t Amento is a Spanifh word; 6&nifyilli :1 

firm or contralto 
t Anderfon, yol. 3' page Sf • 
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ing the agreement in the affienta, which allowed, in cafe of a rupture, eighteen 
months for the: removal of their dfeds. 

Such was the nate of the South Sea Company. when the miniftry, infl:ead 
of attetnptlllg to leifen the national incumbranCt"s, by the onl)' juft and fuc
cefsful meaus, a clear and inviolable linking fund, adopted the vilionar}' 
fcht!mcs of proje&ors, and gave to the South Sea Company the power of 
fa(cin:lting the minds of the public, and fplUding M inf.ltuation fimilar to 
that which had recently involved France&. n.ttional bankruptcy. Tht, 
grand point which government had in view:'tas the redutli cm of the irre 
deemable aonuiti.c:>, created in the: re igns of William and Anne. for a pcnocl 
of 89.96. and 99 years, amounting ncad), to £.800,000 ref annum, as on 
clfecrual meafufes could be adopted to k1fe-n the public debts, whim: there 
annuities remained irredeemable. 

In ordrr tf) c.frett th is liquid:u ion. the minif1:er :l.Cccptcu propofals from the 
South SC:l Compan}', [UI rc(lucing the dt:bl~ tv a redeemable Hate: as tlk.' 

·objeCt:: of the Illinifters, who had previoufly and fccrctly :mangcd tbe fchclOc 
'With the dircC1urs, was to (urpri[e the hourc of commons mto the mC.lJure of 
"Rranting this extenfive pnvliege to the Sout h Sea Company, and of prevent
ing competition, the), entertained the moll: f.mguine bopes of fuercfs, from 
the ij>ecious advantages which they held forth to the public as the necefiiuy 
confequences. They accordingly laid the bufinef!> before a commit tee of the 
hau(e of commons -. Aifbbic h.wing opened the propo(.l1 of the South Sea 
Company, and decla.red that, if it was acceptell, the naliona.1 debt could b(' 
liquidated in twenty-fix YC:lfS, W.1.S followed by (ccrctary Cr.l.gg~ , wbo after 
congratub.-ting the chan{'ellor of the exchcqul!f, on the clt:ar and intdlig,bl,' 
manner i.n which he had explained the bufinc[:" and the nation on the PIO
fpect: ot difcharging the debt foon<'r t han was generally expeCled, conclm.bl 
by ob(ef\o'ing, that no other regular motion cou ld be Ill.l<le, Ihan that d Ie 
chairman Ihould re)}()rt progr~js, and defire leave to fit :tgJ.in, as he took it 
for gn,nled, that every gentleman was fTe.ldy and willing to receive the pm
pof:l1 ac.cording to the fcheme whil.h had been fa weB explained. On fitting 
down a profound fiJence en(ucd. and con tinued for almofl a quarter of an hour, 
until the fecretary agllin rare, :lJlu' made the motion in form. Thomr.s Bro
orick.t. memher for Stockbridge, then rofe, and after oHen lng, that until the 
national debt wasdifcharged) we could nol properly 4)eakinr" c:\U olU'reh't"~ a. 

• Journals.· 
t !lrothc:t of lord Mic1dJelon, lord ,hMctll(lf of lrt'Jaoo. 
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na.tion, and that therefore every propofaJ, tcnuing to that greatend,ought to be
r< .. 'Cciven and confidcrcd: .. He :l.tkled. that the fira gcnt lern:.l.n ~+IO ij){)ke, ap_ 
lleared to recommend this {(heme cxclulivcJy,and the fecretary had :\gt'ccd w'th 
him; but it was [0 be hoped, that with 3. '-lew of obtaining the beft bargain for 
the nation, every other company, or any (ociclY1)f men, might be alfo at full li
berty to deliYer in their propof.1.ls. This oblcrvationdifconccrted and confound· 
eJ the miniftcrs. They felt themfelvcs emharraffed,and being unable to give any 
reafonablc arguments in fal/our of fuch a condua, thq had f{.'courfc to violent 
aficrtions and pcrfon:il refle8:ions. Aifiahic:. in particular, having tlfed (orne' 
unguarded expreffions," 'lUll tllings of this IMtllre nmll b( carried 011 witlt {pll 11 ," 

was interrupted by Sir Jofeph J ekyl, who obren-'ed, with much \\armlh, 
u It is this fi)irit which has undone the nation jour bufinefs is to confider 
thoroughly, dehberate calmly, and judge of the whole lIpon reaCon, not "mb 
the fptrit alluded to," AiJ1abie, in attempting to explain, betrayed fo much 
embanalfment. that he excited the laughter of the houf~. \Valpole then 
rofe, and put a momentary ftop to thete indecorous altercations, He ap. 
pw.utlcd the defign, agreed in general to the propriety of tbe Ccheme. but 
declared that fome parts rc;quired amendment, and :1 few others were un· 
reaConable, concludmg ftrongl}' in fayour of receiving all propofals, which 
Il!emed to be almofl" the gener.l\ opinion. L echmele replied, but inftead of 
confining himCdf to the fubjeCl in debate, he poured forth inveCtives againft. 
the [cherne which had been propofed by Walpole, for the pa}'ment of the 
n.uionul debt, and gave the preference to that hefore the houfe. \VaJpole, 
irntJ.ted by thi's virulent attack. rore again. antl with no lefs afperily, but with 
more c.limneis and ikiJl, f"torted on Lechmcre: he proved, from papers· 
whidl he held in his hano, that the member who Cpoke lall had uniairly re. 
plcfcnh:d faEts. expoti:d his deceitful mode o( reafoning, entered minutely 
into the (cherne, and laid open its faUacy in many matcrial points. Lcch. 
men., ftill f.lrtbcr provoked. again attempted to reply, but met with 
repeated interruptioll!), In vain the chairman called to order, and ex· 

.. AnI'log the Orford P~prr~:are fevenl note~ 
1011 memorandum\ in ~I r Roben Wllipole'8 
JloInu "riling. which ~ontain oonlparauve 
acr(ll1flts of the t"o propofall, a.nd give the 
vrrii:rtnce to that of the bank. Thefe are 
p ohably fon\C of the paptn from whIch he 

South Sa, pufcnl Qflital. , 
l'lIl'thaft ot the rtdeemable debt, 
Irredota'Iablcs -

IJI~dc his !ht('mcn:~ /0 tIl\' hOllfe, but as they 
were wllttcn Olculy for hill own prilfate uff', 
and l'OIiIiIl pfmclpally of ligutt'bo with few 
fJltdfic 1 tIertners. little life 'could be malie oi 
thtm. The magl~itudc of the 'aoutlt Sn pro
Jel\:, \l ill appt'ar from one of theft notts. 

• 
11,746,844 8 let 
15,9'14t:1'f~ I:' lO~ 
lS,C)57,49~ 13 i 

And incl,udipg the origin:LJ.MUal, tbt ... Jlolt Rock is - ' l.~H6 I) 4! ' 
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daimcd, tf Hear your Illember-" The whole houfe repeatedly cried out, 
" "VI! have heard hi m long euough." The cbairman qtli ueu the chair. and 
tbt fpcak.er havinR re/ltmed it, the hauCe unanimoufiy agreed to receive all 
propofals, and to rclolvC" itfclf into a co~mittee the following vVcdnelaay, to 
confider f.mhc r of the [ubject •. 

III cor&qucnre of thefl;! rdolutions, the bank of England laid a. propo· 
fition before the commons., otfc:ring frill more advamageou5 tenm, and 
as it wa .. fuppofcd. that confiderable benefits would accrue to thofe whore 
flhcme 'was accepted, a {hong wmpetltion prevailed between the bank 
and South Sea company~ who endeavoured to outbid each other. The 
South Sea comp.mv ilL.! oHi.:rcu to give £"31500,000 j but the bank, 
havlIIg bid £. $,,~oo,ooo, the company were to irritated, thJt at a gt"ncrai 
(ourt" the dlrecturs were inftruch:d to obtain the preference, (oft what it 
would t. and they tuccceded, by the after nf paying the enormous fum of 

· ... tb.1J1. l ', 7,567.5°0, as a ~ratuit} lu Ihe pubhc, This p'ropofal being laid before the 
houfe of communs, was warmly oppofcd by \Valpolc. who fpoke in favour of 

Walpole, • the baok. In vain lie (lJ(played the fallacy of the South Sea fchcmc, and 
~:~s! the great diffacncc between that and the bank. by (hewing. that the ('om 
taehx. pany \Va.,> not limited In tht: pnce they were to put on the Itodt madL on:r 

to them; whereas the bank offered a {~ific fum of £.1,7°0 flock, for 
every hundred pounds in the long annuities, and the f.'Ul1e proportion for the 
ibart aoc.uitie., In va.in he urged. that it countenanced: the pernicious prac
tice of frock jobbing, by diverting the genius of the nation from trnde and 
indullry; that it bdd out a dangtrous lure for decoying the unwary to their 
ruin by a falrc prorpett of gain, and to part with t he gradua.l profits of thei, 
labour, for imagilll.fY wealth. In VILIIl he IOtiftcd, that jf the propofa.l of the 
South Sea company tbould be a.ccepted, the nle of their flock ought to be h~ 
mited . In n.in he dwelt on lhe mi.lcmes and confufion which then pre
vailed in France, from the adoption of fiOlilar mea(ures, In .... am he argued, 
that as the whole fuccefs of the fchcm~ muft chie-fly depend on the rife ot' 
the ftock, the great principle of the projeCt was :lD evil of the firft magni
tude ; it was to raire artificially the 'Value of the ftock, by eXl.:iting and kce-p
ing up a general infatuation, and bt promifing dividends out of funds which 
would not be adequak: to,tilo purpofe, In vain. he predicted, that if the 
cftablitbu\ent fucceeded, the directors would become mafiers of the govem_ 
*nt, form an abfolute arifrocracy in the-kingdom, and controul' the te

.wlutio'ns of the kgillature; or if it did not [ueceed , the failure would cau[e 

• No acc01lDt of tfth eItrJlodinuy debate i$ 
tD be fi.,an6 in anr publication :_ThC! rub-. 
Ilaact it tdeJl ftom a kUcr of Thomas lIro. 

d«ick to lord ohaDcc11or Middlctoo. Janu~ 
ary 2*th, S4III.:omfpondcnce, Period. flL 
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