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.a general di(content. He c10fed his fpeech by obferving, that fuch would Chlpta'1,. 
be the delufive confequences, that the public \fould conceive it a dream·. ,;'So. 
His arguments and his eloquence were of no avail. H e wa'l compared hy La. ' 
his fi-i~ds to Caifandra, prediCting eVils *hich would only ht: believed when 
the event proved their reality, and only dcprec:1.ted when tliey were felt i and 
lIe whafe fpeeches, in matters of finance. occupied the hallfe with more than 
u(uai attention, was now fcarcely heard . The preference W1S given to the 
South Sea, and the bill was afterwards carried h}':\ majority of more than 3 to Apnl z. 
] t. Thus paired this fatal ad, compared by carl Cowper to the Trojan hone, 
which was ufbered in and receiycd with g~at pomp and acclamation$ of joy. 
but was contrived for treachery and ddlrutbon. 'Valpole not only fpoke 
with energy againft the projea. but gave to the public a pamphlet on the 
fubje8:, called, U The South Sea Scheme confidered t." 

At thi, period, Sunderland fdt himfelf involved in great difficulties; he Townfhm4 
had promifed the Hd.noverians to proeure for them a repeal of the' reA:rnining ;X.:~ 
c1aufe in the ad: of fettlement, but the (uccers which marked the efforts of lind. 
bis adverfaries, proxed the impra8:icability of fuch an attempt. The impa~ 
tience of the foreign favourites to obtain the full poffi:ffion of the expetl:.ed 
hono~ and emoluments, rendered them dilfatisfied with the minifter, who while 
he profefTed. an inclination, avowed his want of power to gratify them. Thw 
expofed to the hoftile attacks of one party, and ill fupported by the other. 
he found himfelf under the neceffity of gaining friends to ftrengthcm his ad
miniftration. The oppofition which Walpole had given to th~ meafurcs of 
government, and his great influence in the hou[e of commons, where he wu 
feebly refifted by Crar:gs, Aiflabie and Lechm~re, pointed him out as the 
moft defirable co~adJutor in the prefent fiate of , circumfumces; overtufes 
were made to him and T ownlhend, and a partial 'coalition took pJace. 

W,ipole..,..' 
mall:et or tIit • 
forfel • 

On the 6th of ~y, Walpole feconded a motion, made by Pelham, for 
an addrefs of thanks to the king; on the 4th of.June he was appointed pay
mader gencrraJ of tbe forces, and.on the 11 th, Townfhend was nomina~ 
prefident of the council. Prcvioufly, llOweV'er, to this arrange(Ilent',. Wa1~ Reco!'ca. ·· 
pole had, in conjundion with the duke of Devonfhite, been the prin<:ifXil . th~ ~mg '~. 
means of etreltins a recondliation between the )Qlng and the prince of Wales, pnnoe. 
whole rnifwulctft.abdoa.had .arifen to fg alaM\iAg a height, as to tAitaten a 
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dtn~rbance of the public tranquillity. The clllles of this mifunderlbnding 
have: been already n:laled, and it wa~ {bl! farlher incrcafed and brought into 
notice, by .lJl inn Jent which happened at the chnftcning of one of the young 
princes. The J...lIlg was to {land godfather, and the: prince had defigned his 
un!;ie, the duke of York, for the other i but, when lhe ceremony was per
formed, tile duke of Newcaftle, lord chamberl.tin of the houfeholJ, fraud god
father,by the king's command. not as prox.y for the duke of York, but in 
his own rume. This eircumftance irritated tbe prince, who, at the eonclu
fion of the ceremony, violently reproached the duke, ahnoR in the king~s 
prefep.ce, for having folicited the honour in his dcfpite. The king, incenfed 
at this indi[ereet want of refpect, lignified his di[pleafure, by commanding him 
to remain in his apartment, under arrcft, and foon afterwards ordered hlln to 
quit the palacl:. Notice was alfo formally given, that no pel'fons who paid 
their refpeCts to the prince and princefs of Wales, would be received at court, 
and they were dc:ptived of their ufual gU4JJ, and of all other marks of dif1:.in(.~ 
tion •. 

The refentment of the king was al[o canied to fueh an extremity, that 
with a view to embarra{~ hi:. fan, he formed 3. refolutlOn • of obtaining an aCt 
of parliament for compdlmg him to refign, on his. acceffion to the throne, his 
German dominions. WUh this view, the opinion of the lord cbanLcllor Parker, 
afterwards earl of Macclesfield, was demanded, and a conference held to confi~ 
der .of t~ legality and expediency of the fcheme. The anfwcr givtn by the 
chaacellor, fuUy put a flop to the mcafure, as inexpedient and impracticable, 
and liable t~ be followed by very dangerous confcquences t. 

The honour of effea.ibg the reconciliation in the royal fiunily was princi
pally due to 'ValpoJe. In a confe_renee whidl he held with Sunderland. to 
arrange the plan of 3. joint adminiftr.l.tion, the minifter, who was. avcrfe to the 
union of the two courts, c:nde-avourcd to detach him from the prince, and 
offered him any conditions for bimfelf and friends, provided he would can .. 
(eut that the prince lhould remain iu dir~race t. Bllt Walpole rejected thefe 
overtures, and inufted ou the reeon~iliation, as an indifpenfable preliminary., 
before be would liften to any terms of <oalilion. Having extorted this 
coneeffion, he, with the affifta.nce of the duke of Deyonlhire §, difpofed the 
prince of Wales to write a fubfaiffive lotter, in which pcrmiJIion wu requeft"-
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ed to wlit upon the king. He was accordingly admitted to a private can. 
ference, and on his return from the palace to Leicefter houfe, where he had 
taken up his refidence, was attended by a party of guards, aniJ from th:l.t time 
the father and ron appeared to be reconciled. 

Although Walpole accepted the pla~e of paymafter of the forces, yet he 
did not cordially coalefce with the adminiftration j and on the prorogation 
of parliament, he took no active fha.!:e in the government. He paired the 
remaining part of the [ummer at Houghton, and was called to lake a 
leading part, when the voice of the king, of tbe parliament, and of the na· 
tion unaniruoufly fingled him out as the perron bell: qualified to heal the 
wounds. which the frenzy and frauds of the South Se. compa.ny had lll

maed on the public credit. 

CHAPTER- THE TWENTIETH, 

1720-1721. 

D epnrturr cf ,"( King for Htl1tov~.-Rift ana F(l.1l of the South Sea Stotlc.
NatioNal bifotuatiQtl and. D ifpair.-IValpo/t's E"deO'f)~t(rJ to rtflore the Credit 
0/ Ihe C,mpany.-The King returns from Ha1fO'Ver.-Alnrming Stott of Af
fairs.-Em6arraJfment of flu Mimflry·-Difpcttdtfuy of the Xmg.-Wa!pr1le's 
Piau/or tht Rejlorolion of Public Credi/.-DifCJIJ!~. 

SOON-after the appointment of '1'ownlliend and Walpole. the king de
part6d for Hanover; having .p~vioufly named a council of regency, 

comp?fed of (everal high offieen of lb.te, contrary to the general apetta
tion, which in confequence of the fuppofcd union between the king and 
.prince of Wale., looked to him as re~nt in· the abfence of his father. 

At this cri{is "the geoetal frenzy in favour of the South Sea (peculation had 
rifen to an enonbous hc:ight. The compenfation to the South Sea. company, 
{OJ the ipunedjate payment of the l. 7,567,500, feemingly for no value re
ceived, wa~ to be drawq &om the profits of their [cherne. Thefe profits 
were to uiJetrorn. J. The exchifive advantages of the trade, which although 
prec .. iow, and depcndi"l 011 • peace with Spain, w= Ilated at no lefs 'han 
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[ . 100,000 a. year. z. The allowance for the charge of management~ which 
w:t'; to be proportioned to the augmentatioll of their ftock. 3. The difference 
of rCLc!vir.g 5 per ccnt. for the money expende'd in purchafing the public 
debts, when the ufual intcreft was only ... per cent. 4. The great addition 
to thelf ""cah h. from the connant rile in the price of the flock, in conre~ 
quence of the art ifi cehufed to enhance it5 value.;' on wruch the whole rucccrs 
of the /chemc depended·. 

The company could not fulfil its engagements wilh government, and P3.¥ 
10 large a. fum as between feven and eig..ht millions, without taking advan
tage of the gen:fJ.1 infatuation, and availing thcmrelves of that (pirit of pecu
niary enttrprife, which had feized the public mind. Imaginary advan
tages were accordmgly held forth; groundlefs and my!l.crious t reports were 
circulated concerning valuablt: acquifitions in the South Sea, and hldden trca
fures ; dividends of ten, thirty, aud even fifty per cent. were voted, whid, 
the din:Cl.Ols knew (.Quid nc\'er be p-.iJ, and for which there was no founda
tion. 

The promoters of the fcherne highly exaggerated the profits; TUmours were 
at the fame time [pread. 1hat tht! company, by monopolizing th6 fund 
of the whole national debt, would reduce government to the neceffity of ap
plying to them for loans, which would be advanced on their own terms j and 
it was even ;nfinu:lted., thilt the proprietoJ"l..would obtain, by the weight of 
their wealth, a. majority in the houfeof commons, and make and depofe mini
fi.t.J:I. The public bemg intoxicated with thcfe ideas, the 1tock. which at the 
doCe -oftbe books &t Chriftnw, 17191 was only at 126. rQf~ at the opening, 
o{ the fuft fubfcriptioll, on the 14th of April. to above £. 300., t.he market
price being on that day 315; in otbu words., the creditors of the nation 
mule over a tlebt«)f 100 for 33t in South Sea dock. As the frenzy fpl'ead. 
and tlle defire of making rapid fortunes became contagious, the frock Cuc· 
ce1fi.vcly rofe to above 1,000 per CCDt. at which price the books were o~ned 
£0. the fourth fubkriptiOA tho 24th of Augoft, ... d 'his fubll:riptioD, thougjl 
the matket-price of ,lIe cftablilhed llock was btl ... 800, was fold ,be ram. 
day jor • pr<milIm of 30 aad 4" pet cent. 
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SIR· ROBERT WALPOLE. '35 
111c fanguine cupidity, which marked this fpeculation, was not confined to Ch~pte't SII. 

the South Sea (cherne: the whole nation became 11:0Ck-jClbbcrS and projectors : 
every dar produced new propofals -,Iorne of appaf('nt importance and utiliq, L-_ 

others 10 abfurd and futilt=, that their fucccfs was mattl!f of lurprile, and a\- ~~l~~!L~h. 
man: exceeus credibility. So prevalent was thi ') rage, a.monglt perfons even uk~. 
of the highcf1:: rank, that the prince of\V"ales wac; induced to bt:coillc go\'crnor 
of the copper company. In vain \V:lIpole and Comptc)ll cndcavoun:d to cJif-
fuadl:"hi'Ol from this a.a. of degradation. by rcprclcnting. that he fubjccted 
himfdf to a profecution, that he would he rl!vilt:d in parliament. and that 
the pl'illu rif Il"nlcj'j bubble would be hawked about in Change alle),. Their 
remonflralln!s had no eficd, the prince bCC:lme goJvcrnor, but afterwards, on 
Jecei\'inr; notice that 'l prall-clition would be commenced againfi: the (;001-

pan}" withdrew his n:une, ~rh a gain of £.40,0001-, 
Thde ddufi\'c projeCl: <; received their firll check from the power to which 

they cawed their birth: The directors of the South Se:l. company, jcalou~ of 
their flltCcJ~ , :tnd uefimus to monopoli7.c all the money of the fpeculators, 
obtained wrib of fcire /t1(illJ agamlt the conductors of bubbles, and thus 
put an end to them. But in opening the eyes of the deluded multitude, 
ther took aw~y the main prop of their own tottering edifice, Sufpicion 
onre excited was not to be fupprdli.:tl , amI the public, no longer amufed by 
pompous declarations, and promifes of di\'idcnd5, which they were convinced 
could nc\'cr he real~zed,declined all farther purchafes of ftock) which fell in lefs 
than three weeks to 400~ and thofe who h:l.d bought at latge premiums were' 
inyolvcd in diftrds and ruin. Amongft the numbers who fuffered by there 
ijJeL'lllations, were not only perfons of the fint rank, but mcrch3ll.ts aOll 
traders of every c1a.fs, and bankeni, who having a.dV1llced' the monies COInnHt. 
t ed to them, on· the fubfcription receipts, by their temporary ftoppages aug
mented the general calamity. 

When the public diftrefs was ani~d to :l moO: alarming ht:i~ht, and de- Walpole'set! .. 

fpair pcn'3.ded all ranks of people~ t'tJ Walpole every t:yc was direElcd, as the .d('l-:-oun~~ 
--'~ of ai!ic_~· f . d' retrIeve tue Mly Y" ...... n capwl.e ulUlng affifi:a.nce, under the preffure 0 lmmt late, credit o(rhe 
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faced ddllflon, was that of a man who :1dvtr • 
tifed. that upon payment of two RLliDCU. tbe 
fubfcribton. (bolll,l be illlitll'd to a hundud pouAd 
Ihare, in II. proJstl which would be difc:!orld 
ill :1 month ; tIe extreme (o~y or lhe rU(,lie 
wa]; fueh. that ht' received a thnufand 0 thefe 
fubfcriptions in one ,lay, and thea ~ent off. 
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Jl(' .. :c llit y. 'Vben t I", aid of the bank hecanlc nccct1'ilf} to prcfcrve tile South 
S~:l Gompal1}' frolll nlln, hc was called from lhe country , and imporlulH'd {(> 

ul i.: hi" illl erdl wnl! the goj\'~rn()~, tn perriJade them to) accept :l propuf,d 
made h\ t hl South S<::t ('ompan)" to cirelll.He l. nUlllh<:r of their humk At 
thi ~ :1111.11 11I01lll'fli th e cl.l.!nour of <..Iifircf5 wa~ im.' fi ll ible, alll.!. Ih(· h.-wI.., 
<lJin gll·.11 r,·lutl:tncc, .:uifing from a natura! drl':l.tl of being innJin:<l 
jll ihc fUllC' ruin \I hiell ,ltrcalt'llct! the Soutlt SC:I cnm j)any. "a~ :lt !englll 
inJuccJ Ii} litlcH to rhe pmpnl:!.b. "Valpok IVa'> prt:fcnr al Icn . .,...11 (On
[t'n nn'<' h\,,!Wl'': 11 !hc committl'CS of thc l\\O (-omp,Ulil::~ , and drew up, III 

lhc firH eOllfl'n.:Il(,l', a minu1e, wtll known aft erward s by the lIallle of thl_ 
b:lnk COllt ract , tjll'cifyillg tllc agrccmcnt of the bank, to circulate Ihlce 
millions 01 South Sea bnnds for one year, on cUlain condition:., \~hich Were 
fpcci fi ed :It :l fullfequent me{'ling. The report ~J IIi" • in tcrfcr":ncc, ami tllc 
illtcnd..:d aid tu iw givcn by the bank, occafinncd a lcmpOJ.1rr rifi: in til t SOl)tlt 
Sea flock, i lul the !lul,I; .: ".1:> ill fucit a natc of terror ;Uld agJtatioll, ;,ml 1t, 
d d jJera tc W:lS the fi1 O'l\ i0n of t he. SOUl h SC;1 cOlllp;tny. th:lt any community 
Qf interd15 brtw\:t'n the two cnmp:mie,;, was COJlfidcr.:d as iJ.ul to bOlh. 1" 
conf':(Jut'ncc of this not ion. (ueh a dem:ulIl wa<, made 011 till.:.' bani., th:;.r the 
p,oyernor., refuteu \0 ahidl! by the terms of Ih':l r agrecment ; aJledgillg, rhal 
it wa~ defICient ill k'~l validity yt-. 

The crilical fb.te of the nation hasing rendered the immed iate prdcnc(; of 
the king necetT.'l'1" he hallil), quittcd h is GerlllJ.1l dominioll';, alll.llanJcd at 
Margatc, on the 9th of Non:mbcr. But IllS prcfcnce had not the dc{ircd 
effect. South Sea frock, whidl at llle king's :uri,-al \\.lS at 210, fell in a 
few days to 135 t . The public now llloJ...etl with anxinus expectatioll ji.lr 
the aiicmb!ing of P;J.r1i,lnlent, whICh was to meet on the 25th of November; 
yet fuch werc the diffic ulties under which the miniflry laboured, to form a 
proper fchcllIC fill' remedying (he narion.d uiClrcls, whil..h daily in({(:areu, 
that it wa~ farther prorogued tv the 8th 01 December. 

Nor is it a matter of wonJer tha: thc.minifl:ry wcre alanncd, and uncer
tain what mcafures to purruc-. England had never experienced fo tot:ll a de_ 
thutiion of credit, never was :my country in fu violent a parox}'fin of deJjmn 
delley and terror. The South Sca company was confidcrcd a~ the fole caufe of 
all thc national misfortunes, the direelors were indifcriminatc1y loaded wilh 
execrat iom, and devotcd by the pub!ie voice to condign pUllifhment. Thole 
who had promoted the (theme were im>blvcd in thc fame gcner:\.! deteftation . 

• Polifical Slatt. 
t True Slate of tht SOlllh Sea Scheme.-
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The king, intMdtdon to the odium o£ being a foreigner. and governed by 
fOllCign ~feJs, a.nd of increafing bis . own Qoininion,," in Germany, at the 
upence of England, "'~ now moft viruleotlyTeviled for having favourCl.! 
-the SOMb Sea. aa:. Well·founded fufpicions were formed, tbat his Ger~ 
DlU\ minifttrs and miftreff'es had recej,'ed enormous brgetrOi in flock to re
-conumnd aJ\d promote the projcCl:. MoR: of the principal miniftcrs of the 
Englifh cabinet, TO\~nlliend excepted, were accufed of being implicated in 
the fame fandalous traffic, e;ther by themfdves or their relations, and had 
totally fOFfeited the public Opinion. .. 

Idle rq>Orts were Qrculated, And believed, th.at Sund.erland - was endea.
vou~ ~ prevail on the king to marry the duchefs of J(enua!, witb a view 
to diminilli tbe tn6ucnce of the prince:: of Willes ; and that he was foHowlng 
the exampJe of..bi. tither w~th James the feconci. in driving his mafier to 
fuch atts of unpoJ?Ularity.' ItS might ca.ufe 4. "depofilion. and eft.abliib a re
public on the ruins of the throne. A g('fl(:ra1 outcry prevuled, tbat the .king 
.and mlllifiers had leagued with the South Sea company to dupe the nation, 
.and t hat the: remedy for thefe enormous evils, would be morc cbngerous thu 
the dif"l'ler'tt<J£ 

The public diiContentJ we:e Ine=fed to fo great a height. that fome of 
his Hanoverian counfeUon fuggefted the rafheft meafures + . . They ad
vifed tM kiRg to a.ffefr a reftgnation of the crown to the prince of Wales., 
.and infinuated, thllt WiUi:lm, his great predecefi"or, had furmounted the 
fattions of the time by threatening to retire, and lea"e the country to its 
fate, As a. Iaft and dc-fper.a.te eHart, he was recommended to apply to th. 
army to found the offi~. mnuy of whom it was laid, had declared, that 
r3.ther thin fubmitto thc-efiablilhment of a conulilonwUlth, or.a -popifh ¢()m-" 
petiter., they wOllld aAlitl: to render the kirrg abfolute. Others were alarmed • 
.and M~ ·a mi fcmderftanding between the king and the parliament; d~
prea.ted.any attempt tQ·apply to the army, oppo(ed the relignatioo of the 
«OIiIm, by intmuacing, th!.l ir: we MIt the firll: time, that ,. king of F..rIg~ 
J.H had. ru\ne(i..I himfdf by retiring. with the hope of q uelling the fury of 
.tb"D ~; adViG:d rather, that fccr.et applieations fhould be: made to "the 
wnpcror and the other allies, for troop~ , if necdlary. to defend bis {X1.1Qtl 
ag<1W< any "Uiolla~limpt,. 

In this al&~" e:tiJis.. the king was penfive and defponding, UDcertJin 
.""" .. .-ft. u.£,b~ WWm to be directed. 
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Fl1Y'tunateIy. in this moment of CurrenCe and agitation, the p\lblic voice 
cJlled forth Walpole, as the only man calculated to (ave the nation from im
pending ddln1{tion. 1n c~una:ion with Townfhend, he ftood. at the head 
of & large party, highly refped:ed for their tried integritv; among whom the 
names of CavendUh and Rutfel were m(jft confpi::uuus, who had uniformly 
ach:cJ with him; while the dukes of Newcaftle. Bolton, Grafton, and many 
other \Vhigs, who had united With Sunderland, were now ready to join his 
lhndo.rd. . He was attached to government by the office of paymafter of the 
forces ; but as he had fcarcely taken :my part in public tl"3.nfatl:iom, he did 
not {hare with adminifiration the general odium. He had ac.quired gr~at po-

• pularity by his uniform Oppofilion to the South $c:01l atl:, and by having pre· 
ditl:.rd the evils which were now moft fcverdy felt. • 

Walpole now poffefred the power. had he pofTeffed the inclination, to 
ruin tbe South Sea company, the dirUtors of which had treated him with 
many marks of contempt and ohloqJ.lY. and to wreak his vengeance upon 
its principal contriver, Sunderland, who by his cabals in 1716. had driven 
him and Townfhend from the helm of government - , He was not ignorant 
that the Hano\'erian junto were diffatisficd with Sunderlall<'f. The pro. 
mires which he had made of obt:l.ining the repeal of tht: incapacitating 
ciaufe, were not fulfilled, and when he was reproached for the breach of his 
word, he had excufcd himfelf by alledging, that Walpole, on whom he had 
rdied forca.rrying the ~meafure through the houfe of commons, was no longer 
in adminiftmt ion. Walpole. therefore, was fecure of their co.operation, if 
he had deigned to make overtures to them, He alfo well knew, that Sun· 
derland had principally promoted the South Sea att. for the purpofe of fl!
curing, by largeffes of ftock. a majority in both houfes of parliament. He 
was aW:lre that the minifter had never cordially coalefced with him and 
Townfhend, and that as foon as he had lhengthened his PiLrty by their 
Ulan" he had formed a refolution to obtain their difmiffion. 

The aff'ai~ of the South Sea companY' were in (0 de(perate & 'fituation, the 
popular outcry againft the dired:o~ (0 violent, and the genera.! diftrefs (0 Ut'
gent, tbat he did not want txcufes for juftifyiog a refufal to undertake this 
arduous bufinefs. 

But Walpole was not of a vindictive temper; M cheerfuUy facrifictd hil 
own refentment, and though fully fatisfied of SunderJand's intidjous and 
overbearing charader, came forward t? affift in relie\>:ing his COUDtry from 

• Letter f'rom w~ .Pultc:ary, CorrefpoDd(~ Pa:iorl m. 
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th~ general calamity. He W3.." fully aware of the lJ;umerous cmbarraRments 
which oppo~ his fucce[s. To him was enjoined the difficult talk of pre~ 
(erving the honour of the king, which Cecmed contaminated by the not'orioul!o 
avariIOc and venality of his Ger~n followers j of counteracting the unpopu. 
larity of the minifter, by whore aUMlority aud influence the South Sea. bill 
had been framed and c.:arried ; of fatisfying the rufferers, who loudly ap
pealed for indemnification, without detriment to tht' public j of drawing 
the difficult line between too much lenity asd too much feverity; of rccon~ 
cHing tbe people to the k.ing, and of calming the difcontents. which threat
ened .tumulti and infurrctliolls. He did not, however, Chrink from the trial; 
but engaged io the talk. with that ardour and affidui ty which marked his 
char:lCt~r. After examining va.rious propofals which were fubmitted to his 
conCideration, he adopted a plan for ingmfting a. certain portion of the South 
Sea nock in the bank and Eall: India company i tbe firil: hint of whicb 
was fuggefted by Jacombe •• under fecretary at W.1T. Having amended , 
the fcheme in feveraJ infi:ances, and prepared it for public deliberation. he 
referred it to the king, in a letter 't, in whicl4 after expreffing his (hong 
[enfe of the difficulties which he bad to encounter. he dc:clared, tJl.lt he cDgaged 
in the undcRaking Colely in obedicnce to hU majefty's c6mmaoo. n. 
king and cabinet having ratified the [cherne, and the monied part of the 
nation having fanCtioned it with their approbation, he came prepared to 
{uhmit it to parli:unent. 

The moment in which it was publicly known that Walpole. in conjunc
tion with Townfhend, was employed on a fcheme for the relloration of pub
lic credit. a new fpirit and refolution feemed to be illfufed iota the nalio.n. 
The country revi-r-ed from its late d~fpond~ncy; and his ability for finance 
was fo thoroughly appreciated, that a propofal which be made to th~ n,i
nifter on tne 19th of November, being agreed to, had fuch an inl'lantantous 
eift!d:, as again to taife the {lock from t 2.S to :too t. " 

On the meeting of parliamentt Walpole hltt many difficulties to {ur
mount, befOTC': he could venture to lay his plan before the houre. One of 
the gpeateft arofe from the zef-l of thofe who were more remarkable for their 
integrity th:ln theidudgment, and whore indignation excited them to adopt 
fl:fCh violent refolutiom, as without producing any elfential benefit to the 
fuaierers, would have' ocaiIioned a total defirudion of public c~jt. ' 
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This vindilrive fpirit uifpbyed itfelf In the tirft debate which toot ptA:ce
on the king'~ fpeech. Pullc:ncy having moved for an add I'd'S, affuring his 
rnajefty t~:lt the ('ommons would at this critical. juncture proceed with aU 
poffible care, prudence, and temper, to inqui~e into the caufcc; of thoCe mif
fortune", .md apply the proper l'einedics for (cfioring and fixing public cre
dit llpon lut h folid fotmdations. as might efrctl:ua~ly give cafe and quiet to 
foe !nImh of his majcfiy's fuhjcth: Shippen pi-opnfnl :m aJdition, afrer the 
"'Of US II for reftoring public. cn:ult," .. as far ~ It i$ continent with the 
honour of parliament, the interclts of the nation, and the principles of JLlf
lice." This amendment was warmly fecomlcd j and occationc-d a violent 
debatt', in the coudi: of which the dircaors were ftigmatifcd witb every op
probrious appell~tion which language could fuggeft. Several of t~le members 
mged the maft bitter mveaiv~ againft the aCt for vefting too (,uge powers 
Ja a fet of men, whom they catled mi[creantJ, the [cum of the people •. Sir 
Jofeph Jekyll hopetl that all the dilc(\.ors were not equally culpable, but fure 
he was, that fome who wt"re not diretl:.ors were highly criminal; and trufted 
that a Bririfh parliament would not want a vindiCtive power to punilh gn'at 
national crimes, Lord Molefworth owned. that there were no laws in being to 
pvnifh the South Sea direCtor!. but contended that the example of the Ro
mans OUtht to be followed, who. becaufe their laws were defecbve. in not 
having provided a penalt-.for parricide, made one to punifh the t:rime after it 
had been committed, and adjudged Ihe guilty wretch to he fewed up in a fack 
&:nd thrown alive into the Tyber, He concluded, u that as he looked upon
the contri-vers and executors of the South Se:4 fcheme~ as the parricides of 
theircountf)" he rhould be fJ.tisfied to fcc them undergo the fame fate""," 

In the height of this altercation. Walpole remarked, that it was itnpru
dent to begin the feffioru wxh irrita.ting inquiries before they examined the 
caufe; that uthe city of London was on fire, all wife men would ruOl forwards 
to extinguifh the flames. and prc\ent the fpreading of the coQfiagr&<ion. before 
they inquired who were the iDcendiaries. f In like maaner, public credit hav
ing m:c.ived a maft dangerow wound, and being am in a bkediDg co.o
di.ioo, they ought to apply a fpeedy remedy; and ar..,..,ard, they might 
inquire into the caufe of the calamity. Ie For my puti" he continued, 
" I never approved the South Sea fch~me, and Q.IJl fcn6ble it has douc L 

great deal of mifchief: but fincc it cannot be unclooe, it is the duty of .all 
SOOd men, to affift 1n retrie~ng it: With this 'View, 1 have already bcftowed 
Come tbougbt-s on 1l- propoial to rdlore public credit , which, in • proper 
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time, I will fubmit to the wi[(tom of patlimlent •. " This mild exhoJ1alion 
calmed the bauCe. and tbe amendment was negatin'd by a mJ.jonly of 2.61 
againft 103 +. .But although he carried his point at tlus tilJll!, yet on the 
next day, the temper of the hauee avpearing more incliucU lO [everity, 
he dld not attempt to oppotC the prevailing fplrit ; and an additia.n to the 
addrefs, ~I for pnnifhtng the authors of our prefent C.li,lrllilles/' being moved, 
was carried without .. divifion. 

In tbefe debates. it appeared, for the firft time, that party had no con
Cern; Whigs and T ories could not be difiinguiOled by th..:ir votes. TIlde 
partialiti~ were fuij)emlcd. and almon annihdated by various other paffions, 
which produced numberlel5 intrigues. Many of the commons were fint.;crdy 
touched with the public calamities, O[ mo .... ed by their own private loffcs ~ 
others. diiUtisfied withdle miniftry and court, were plealCdto havean opporlu
nity of covering their revenge, with the fpecious pretence of juftice and the 
public good: fome had in view, by their loud and bitter complaints,. to in
creafe their own importance, or draw the attention of the oppofl1e party;. 
others. engaged in the fec~t prattices of the South Se~ hoped, by aD 

-aif'eCled feverity, to prevent fufpicion. A few tbere were" who concealed,. 
under the 3.ppelUl1nce of zcal ~ indignation, their devotion to fome of 
tbe principal managcr~·t. The party hoftile to the efiAblil~ goyernment 
took advantage of the public indignatll)o, and exciled the mort violent c1 ... -
mours againft thofe who, like \;Yalpole, oppofcd extreme fevcr iLy. and la .. 
houred to mitigate the fpirit of revenge. Their views were direCted to in
creafe confufion .and i.nftame diCcontent. with the hopes of procuring a ma
jority of the difaffedcd in the new parliament, and by means of popular 
iefurredions, to haften the reftoration of the Pretender, which they DOW 

look~ up to as &- certain event. Such were the views and temper of partin 
in the houfe of commons, which "\V"alpole had to encounter, and fuch w.u 
ttte £pirit of dikODtent which he had to. allay, befQre he couJd carry any 
Ccbeme' into execution; and yet i~ was in the midll: of thefe difcordaot 
ftJ1t.iments, and petulant oppofitwn, that by means of confumma.te prudence 
and ~t, he gradually brought the houfe to. reafoD and difcretioDI 
, A committee Wti.ppointed~ on tbe9th ofDe~mbc:r~ to take into con6dera· 

tion the ftate of public credit OD the J 5th, but on the uth it .... as moved~ 
that the dire8:on ./Ilould forthwitb lay befOre the boufe, &. account of all 
their proceedings;. this ·motion being warmly f~onded and fupportcd, was 

C1HIptcr :l0. 
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opport:d by Craggs, Lord Hinchinbrokc, and the two WaJpoles. The prea 

VIOW quefiion being caUed for agalOft this delay, Sir Richard Steele argued, 
tbat this nation, whicl! two years ago polfetred more weight and greater 
credit than any other nation in Europe, was reduced to its prefent dillrefs 
by a few cyphering cits, a fpecies of men of equal capacity, in an rerretts. 
(that of Lheating a deluded people only excepted) with thofe animals who 
faved the capitol, who were now to be tcruned by thofe of greater figure. 
lor .... -h .. t realon they ben: knew, others were at liberty to judge. In reply 
to an argument againft the queUion, that thi~ vindi&".-e juftice fa muC'h 
contcndt:d for. would not be effeCtual, bocaufe it would be imprathcabJe to 
procure: a true account of the delinquents' eR:ates, another urged, that all 
the laws againfi. bankrupts enacted into one againl1 the direCtors (for fo he 
lhould call them, :n a word that con .. e~d more obloquy than any other 
exprdlion) would in his opinion, attain the end propofCd·. Horace Wal~ 
pole, in fpea.k.illg for fh,.. rreviom qucftioll, confdfcu that the South Sea 
fcheme was weak in its projection, v)JIanous in its execution, and caiamitoul 
in its end; but that, in his opinion, they ought to begin with applying a re
medy to tbe e~il. Walpole himfi::lf did not attempt to make any defence 
of the direllors j but fald, " that as he had Already declared, he had paffed 
fome time uPOI') a propofal for that purpofe) he was? however, apprchen
five, tht./; if they went on in a warm, paffionate way, the fcherne might be 
rendered altogether impraCticable: and therefore. he defired that the houle 
would proceed regularly and calmly, left by running precipitately into odiou. 
inquiries. they lhould exafperate the diH:.emper to fuch a degree, as to render 
aU remedies inoffe8:ual t." 

In reply to this exhortation to mildner6, Sir Joreph Jekyll enforced, with 
uncommon animation, the neceffity of att immediate inquiry. He u~. 
that it was abfurd to attempt a cure before they were acquainted with the 
diforder; and was convinced that the wirdom of the boure would not want 
fchemes to apply proper remedies. Wa,\pok, finding that this fpecch had 
made & deep impreffion, did not infift on the previou! qudliol\, aAd ftUrered 
the original motion to pafi without a divi6on. Sevwml refohrtteJnI \\IeR ac
cordingly carried, ordering the di.red:ors to deliver in an a.cmu.nt of aU tlteir 
proceed\O.gs in relation to the execution· of the Sooth Sea aft. 

So gre~ was the impatience of tile co~,' tbat on the r-tlh,: rom
pWn" .. e ... mode of tlle diJatori .... of !tie diredon; on the I SIb fume of 
their accounts were laid before the houfc; on the 19th, Sir Jofcph Jekyll . , 
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ntoV'Cd (or a fdett committee: to inquire into all the proceedings relating to 
the South Sea. ad. The motion, however, was dropped, at the. reprefentation 
ofWaJpole, who obferved. as on a f9rmer occaGon, that public credit being in 
a bleeding cOndition. a fpeed)' remedy rhould be applied, amI therefore, any 
delay would be highly dangerous. This was iDlmedi~tdy followed by in
~od:.ive, againft ftock.jobbet'!. to whore arts the public ca.lamity w.n i:m~ 
puted; and a. vote was paired, without any oppofition. u that nol.hing can 
tend more to the eftabljlh.ment of public credit, than prevcntwg the: in-
famous practice of ftoel-jobbing-."· 

After paning this vote, which was on the following day formed into a biJI, 
Walpole ventured to found the temper of the houfe, in regard to the main 
queftioD oo..which bis fcheme was founded . It was to promote the rr. .. -nuc
tion of the national debt, by retaining that part of the South Sea att which 
would affift in promoting this end, and his fpeeches and conduct were uni
formly directed to enforce this beneficial purpofe. But a miftakc.n principle 
of juilice and compaffion. feemed likely to prevent the fucceCs of his fcheme, 
or at leaft retard its effects. With a view to alleviate the futferers, it was 
propored, among other things. to annul the contracts made by the South Sea 
company, to declare tbe fubfcriptioru void, and to re1l:ore the proprietors of 
the public debts to their former ftate. or in other wordi., to leave the debt 
of the nation on the fame footing on which it ftood before the opening of 
the fecond South Sea fubfcription. To cnforce tim prapofal. petitIOns were 
prefented to the houfc from feveral proprietors of the irredeemable debts a.nd 
lottery tickets, " praying that thelr cafe might be taken into (clious conli
deration, and that they might be defended in their juft rights againft the 
ill<g1ll ~u.gs of the South Sea compan" by forcing th,m to take !lock 
for their debts, -.t a much highn: rate than it would fell for j and adnUi 
them to be baud either by themfclvc, or council, or grant them fuch other 
roDe/', as lhould be tbought lit," This peti tion was warmly fupported by 
Sir Jokpb Jekyll, under tbe potriptic pretence of aJl'erting public faith, 
equity. and jufticc. which had been notoriou1ly violated by the diredors. 

I. _ition to thi. fpccious, hilt impolitic propouu, Walpole explained 
the views witb wAich the South Sea ad Wai framed, which were to pro-. 
mote the landed aod trading inteteQ of the nation, by Idfening -tbe incum. 
brao.ces, aoo £ed.u.ci.qg them to a method of being difcb:uged in a few yean'. 
TIU. falular)' beoclit would not, be added, be dl'ed,d, urner •• '(lay had 
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been ,found t() make the annuities M '.long terms redeemable. wftidJ had 
been happily effeCted by the South Sea feheme. without a bleach oi patio. 
1I'leatary f .. ith; and if they could now\lnravel wbat had been done, tHey 
IbeuJd ~ot only ruin the South Sea company; ~ut, inftead of aUcviar.fngt ag
gravate the rrefent misfortunes; and he added, that if any injuftice was done 
to the fubJcnbers, they wen: at hberty to feek relief by law·. a,e thea 
claimed the attention of the committee j and f4irl. U That (as he had 
befOlP hinted) he had prepared a fchern. :tOr .\Oeftoring public credit, but 
t.hat the execution of it depending uPon ' .. ~n wili('h had been laid 
down as fundamental , he thought it propttl~ he opened his fcheme, 
£. be informed, whether he might rely on the main foundation, that tltt 
,."Jrr;ptirms of p.hue dehu 4na iMftm.rances. mOlfey' i"bjrriptiDtlj, aftd otller 
nIIlra8s "'fJth wink lite Snlh Sro trJmptnry. jlrtndJ r""ttin;" ,lie prtj'f:1lt fiate' 
'Fhis was tile caufe t:£ twO long and violerrt debates, after which it pad"ed 
in-the affinnative, by a majority of 232 againfi 88, w1th a rcfervarion in 
thefc words, '" \lnlefs altered for the eafe and relief of the proprieton, by 
a general court of the Sout.l\ Sea cornpany~ or fet afide by due 'courre of 
law t." 

Having thus gradu:illy fmoothcd his way, and obtained tile 4YOWM of 
the commons, thu the tfubfcriptioM of t~e pAJPriekM'S of tJae ,debt .(hoold 
be confidered u valid, be bro~ forward his .fP;leme; it was, in fi:ab
iancc", to c:ngtaft q;lne _-millions of flock into the bank. of EnglMd, and 
.t.he farne fum into the Eafi India company, Q8 certain conditions;, the 
flCmJ,iniqg twenty millions were to be lcit · to the South Sea cllDpa
..,.. In bi. fpe,ch, n:CQI"menUiag tbit."tan. W lipoic "",d~ .• .aided 
tMi.ntrodu&.ion of any.(pectt1~ tQpi.cs, Dr an, atlCru... whi"( LCIO CKlt 

prowd by papers befor.· the oou40: H. promifed, . and ircquentIJ "'PUled, 
tll&t he founded hii calculations on the ~.ity of thore fiatwlMntt t, and by 
his PNdence in. that rerpc6t, fiLenccd many Clvils wwicb mu~ Rttcfi'anJr 
havo lIifen fun. aJferc:ians lei clordy t4ptMC(ed with obviout aDd attaina
ble proof. ' After.. few ..,bje~ MOdo by 'H~.'*l """'. >\ltb<r 
....... Iim\ ·it .... ·ordored;,lhiI ~ .""klu-.ivod:frcm. tile biaIt"of 
Eogland, ... d t •• £.fr India oolllp!lny,.q. reIoiiog pullli< mdi, .. 1~lII<t 
however with a warm, b~c fNideft oppofd:ioa ...... throe companies, ..... 
collI< neither deriolod fro. iO ..,y .p.a.Ii8I ... , ~ In sbeir ~.wm: 
~ . , 
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prerentcd to the haufe. anti a bill framed :I(Tonii I12,ly. In ils p:t !Lgc through 
the commonS, it was ill fome rclj)ct.l:s altcn.;ti and :mt.:ll(h:d; llut the princi
pal features Wl'rc prc[(.:f\'ct.l. The chief nl:magt'll1ellt of lliC bllrinet;' W:1S C(lrn 

mittcd to \ Valpole, :lnd though it \V.IS vibknliy" oppoled in Its pmg,n:f~ . 
yet his prudence and difcrction either g:1VC v.ar to lite grncu\ d .l ll1(lUr, ur 
lubmittcd to various amendment". or his weight :lnd eloquence, aid rd hy 
the influence of go\,crtlmcut, obtaineu a m,yority in it s favour; it pan~<..I the 
iJOufc of lords, and rCC"l!ivc:d th e royal aifcnt. 

The goJoo effects of Wa[puk:'~ khl.:lllc wert cQuntcra8..e:d hy the pt!tulnnt 
opparition of the advocates for inJi!crimiliOltc (i:vcritr. anJ m:wy Ul~Ufl:: 
farca(ms anu violent invcCl:i ves were thrown out againfi: its author. Amul1gn.. 
others. S\lil lpcn, tho: ~il\/kx ih\";; (J11Ilo(cr of k!lient lm:afi.ln·~. obf"'f\"cti , 111M 
t~c hourc had hitherto done nothing 'towarus the n:fturalion of public cr~'dil: 
Ihat iw,kcd, a member of great parts and abilities had, at firll, pr0po[ctf a 
lthem.1! fur that puqlOfe; but that inlleatl of proying, 1.\n ctii'ctual rl'mcdy. it 
appc!u..:d at l::tfl to bc a nlere p:l.lliativC', which. hOld rather intbmeJ thal1 alJe
\'i.lted the diflcmper. That by tbis time the whole in.i ureJ nation c:llk'd 
a loud for vengeance j and if I hc)' Ileglected to hear the voice of the people, it 
would look as if they had a mind to pro\-'oke tht:m to do thcm(dvc~ ]u/1ire .t". 
1t was en;r his opinion, to:n tlte only cfl;.:{t ual mea ll <; to renOl'l' credit, was 
to caU thofe to a rtrilt accOUJlI, wll0 hall ruilled it ; !\nd in par licubr, aU 
(ueh as had :tpplit:d anr part of the public mOil",)" inlru!lcd in IIH!ir hand~ , 
in O:olk-johbillj.!. and had r:.tiled vall tonuOI.:s by robhing the na(iol1, H e 
tilln movetl, that an .inquiry O\Oukl be m:tuc what public moncy hau UCI.' ll 
\,;lllploycd in Il.ock.-jobbing,. or in the pun.:hafe of annu ities, or ot her parli:l.lnt'n
tarr fccutitics, by any oJ1iccr of the revenue, to their own priv:ue i.Hlvantagl\ 
fiflce the tirO: (by of December, 17 J 9. Sir William \V}'lldham lecontJ..:d the 
Inot'ion. anu after <tnim:t.dvt"rring on tile plofulc open liture (,I' the public 
malley, anu allowance o(arrears, Jue to t_i~n trooJl~, whidl bau bee n laken 
into Brilifh IXlY, mO\·~tl fur copies to uc laid befuH' the hUltfc. of Ih(,' fevcral 
warranl ~ :mu fign mallUals. by \ irtuc. of wl!ieh the I:u c ('ornmiffioncl's ap
pointed to examine the debts of the army, i{I'Ul'd any ccrljficlle~. 

Vhlpole hew ing exprclled hi,: furpri lt: and (bted his objection to this mo
tion; Lechmere ohlcrvcd, that ht..: W;\o,; neilhn for ur a~inn it . but he would 
freely tell the gentleman who oppoted it, th at while the nalion was und~'r 

... Frhru~r~' ~, on the firn It'.)din!, .• 16; If) 
118 .-JJnua.y ~,OIJ the nlu[ion fOf:ldJoum
illg i!~ lel",rt, IS} :lgai!lfi I ... o.- ]anu;\l)' 10, 

YOi-. 1. 

:ll;a:nfi n·t:ommining ii, ~6 7 to I H. - Febru
llry i. on Ihe kWlJd I~'ading, ~"J7 10 Ij9. 
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the prdfure of heavy dehts, he muft expeCt. that many motions would be 
made, for the pllrpol;: of f1ndm~ out methods to eafe the puhlic burdens. 
That as that gentlcm:lIl W!l \ now in :l. higher pon than formerly, a grca-t deal 
more W:l~ l·xpt8ctl from Ilim j the rather, becaufe the Itheme which he had 
propared at tile beginning of the fe'ffinn, for railing the (locks, and rciloring 
public cred it. had not had the dcfircd effeCt. 'Vaipolc, moved;l.t this ioYce-, 

tne, could not con bin his indignation. ''It is known, he replied, that I ever 
W:l~ againit .. he Soulh Sea (cbeme, and have done all that lay il1m), power to 
J1imlcr its taking place. but \fhen the mikhicf was clone. and thing,"i wcre 
brought to ruch extremities, I thought it my duty, and c1H!refore was wi!liug 
to try the bcll method I could think of to extricate the nation out of its diHi
cultic5: 1 do not pretend 10 'Work mi,.acleJ. but only to uCe my utma R cn: 
dcavours towards retricving tbe late miSfortunes: with this lionell: intcnti~n 
1 promoted 3 ttheme which had been hid before me "", and appeareJ the moll 
plaufible of any then prufJo[cd, f(n le-fh.uing public cr(dit: It cannot be de
nied, that while thar ii.: hc. me was purfucd , it t.ilt! Come good, and lept up the 
prict! of ftock!. ; amI that [hey li,lYe f..dlen flncc It hJ.'i been laId afide: I 
J1CVCr intended however to raiie flod ... s above their intflnlic value, for that 
wou ld hring us again into the tame unhappy circulllfhnccs which tbeir extra
ordinary ri fe had before occafioned." He then lamented the ill diijlofition of 
fome per[ons, who iftftead of concurring with others in rcme<.1yiltg the pre
Ient dift:empers, ufcd all poffiblc means to irritate the minds of the peopJe: 
and concluded with a motion for appointing a day to confider the ftate of 
public credit, which was unanimoui1y agreed to. 

Although the cngrafling icheme was not carried into execution, anti was 
fuperfcded by T the bill which paffcd at the clofe of the Ceffioll, for rcfi:.oring 
public credit , ret it produced a beneficial effect, by calming the general diC
contents, and inducing the proprietors of [he national' debt, who had Ie· 
verely fuffercd from the South Seltinfatuation, to form hopes of relief from 
the elforts of parliament . 

• By Jacombt, undu ftcretuy lot war. Stt t loumall.-I'olilic:ll State: for April 1711, 
nute, p. 139. and Chaudlc:r. 
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rubli~ lllJignaJion ognittjl tht DirellorJ:-Proaedillgs in Parli<1mfJl/, -Repol" 
of I/u Commiuu rif Surecy.-Rigorolls rrtttt1lltlli 0/ 111 e- D ireelors.-Bill oj" 
Palm lind Pcno/Jies. -Moderotioll of Walpolt.-Difeltd:s Charles Sllmnope. 
Sov,"! SlIntierlalld.-Promolu the BillJor rejloring Public Credit .-Advantage: 
finally derived from the S01ll11 Sen Scheme.-Arml1"I of the Civ il Lij/ paid. 
- Co1lll{)'l)erjy toJtaYllil1g the Bank ContraEi . 

Chapttt u. 
17~1 • 

D URI NG the period in which this fcht:me was carI)'mg through Tlldigm,tion 
both houfes of parliament, the louden aud moll "iolent clamours of tloc pQbli<:. 

were excited as well abrainfi: the direCtors, as againfi. the miniflcrs who 
had promoted the Soulh Sea ad. whil.h was cOIl{ider~d as the fole 
caule of the nat ional difireG.. Tht: general i'nfatuation in [..l\'OI,Jr 01 the 
South Sea company was fo rgotten; and the frenzy of fioek-jobbing wa~ 
not taken into eonuderation. All the managers were indiferiminatcly in_ 
volved in the fame guilt; the very name of a dirc[tor was fynonimous with 
every fpecies of fraud and villany. Petitions from counties, cities, and be. 
roughs, in all parts of the kingdom, were prefented-to rhe houfe, crying for 
jufiice due to nn injured nation- againft the villany of ther. peculators, and 
the fufferers looked up for indemn,ification from the confilcation "f their pro-
pert y, or for n:ng,cance in the punifhment of thcir guilt . All thofe. who 
.like Walpele oppofed extreme feverity and indifcriminate puninlment. were 
expofed to repeated i'nfults and virulent invect ives; they were devoted, both 
in anonymous letters and public writings, to the fpeedy \'cngeance of a much 
injured people. 

The popular frenzy feized parliament, and influenced their proceedings. 
On the recc('i .• the houfe was divided into two parties j the one for ap
plying an immediate remedy to th~ diftrefs occafioncd by the South Sea 
4Cf J ,was fupcrior to that for inquiring into the cauies of the national misfor-

IT 'l. tunes, 

P~rl iamenf'l" 
ry 'procctl.!. 
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tunes, and punlfhing the authors, as (he man effectual means of redrdling 
them. 1'0 the preponueram party VI/dlpole'inclined;. and hIS opinion had 
great weight in indl11ing the tleclfions \>f the Iiouti: to the lenient fide. 
But at the IllCt'tillg after the rcrefs. it Imm..:diatcly appeared, that the vindic
ti\'e palt)' h 'ld g,lined the alcendancy; and that fl:rong Lenfures were thrown 
out ag,l)r.lt tume of the leading members of admrntflration. W.llpole foon 
~ Jl.n l'IVld I he gcner:ll indin.uioll of the bOllee; conkious that all .lttcmpts, 
l'llilcr to perfuade or oppo{~, could only It.-rve 1,0 inflame tlll.:ir rcfcntlllcnt , 
and deriving a warning from the intemperate he:l. t of fecretary Cragg;, he 
took but a fm:u1 01:\11: In the debatc~ winch rdatc(1 to the inquiries. into the 
SOllth Sea projt:Ct. ami the conduct of the directors. 

A commitkc of leerec}, being !lppoinlcd by the commons, to eX:lllTine all 
the books, paperf, a.nd proceedings relati ng to the execution of Ihe South St:a· 
nCt, lilt mcmht!rs'" were chafcn from the maft violent of \bofe who were advo
cates for intliftrimin:uc and untclenting fc\·eriry. Alarmed at theft. JJrol.ccdings, 
Knight , caJh;l'r of the company. who alone w.\s pm"y to aU the Jecrct tranf
aCti ons. errnpcu from England, foon after his firll examination, carrring 
Wilh Ilim the rq:~i!1:l'f callcd the gr..:cn book, and it WJ.~ generally tul{),,;Ctcd, 
th:1.t lIe touk tim ftc]> with the connivam_c of gon:rnnknt. The com
mitte~ h,L"lIlg n:pOlted this event to the houle, rhe commons o rdered the 
doors to bt:: locke.tl, and the- keys laid on the ta.ble. Gener.ll Rofs then 
{!:a.led, tha.t the ccmmittee had dill-overed, U :l train of the deepeO: villany 
~Uld flaud. hdl ever contrived to ruin a natioQ. which, in uue time, Olould 
be laid before the houre." In confcquence of this \,lgue aHenion, four of 
the diretJof". wbo were members, were expelled the hourc, and taken into 
cuftouy. Tht:: other direaor!'. Olllred the [arne fate; alilheir books, paper!'., and 
dlccb:. were IClIf.d, and the ruyal afient was gilren to a biU, for rdhainillg 
them from leaving the ktngdom. difcoverin,r; their ('{tates, and di!qu:lhfying 
them fo; holdin.,!: offices in any of the companies. 

If allY lhj,ng could jullify there extraor~innry acts of rigor, :t was the rc-

• Thi~ commillee was compared of the 
fvllo\! iog ptrfooi: 

Thom:u Brodritk, chairman, 

Arthihald Hutchc:fon, 
Sir Jofo;ph Jekyll, 
Ed\\ 1rrl Wortl!)" 
~ir ThonllS rcngdJy, 

Lord Molefwonh, 
Col. Stl'l'ngw.y~ 
William Sloper, 
N. Lecbmerc, 

William Clayton, GenerAl Rof" 
Edward J efferies. HOIl. Dixie Windfor, 
T he heat and violenc~ of Brodrllk, in Ih~ in
qll1ry, art fufficitntly flJewn in his letten: (See 
Correfpondtnce. r erit><! II I.) And the vindic
tive aud u:rimoninu .. fplm of tbe majority of 
Ill.: committee h appmnt in their fpc-ccb.n 
and motion. on the (ubjea, in Chandlu, the 

.Political State of Great Britaj.o, &e.. 

port 
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port of the fecret committee, which when prefentcd to the haufe, expofed :l 
feeoc of fraud and iniquity almon unparalleled in the annals of lll fiory. 
The committee fb.tcd that their inquiry had been attended witli. nu
merous cmbarraffmcnts and diffi culties j that in the different books were 
made falfe and fictitious clltrit:s ; entrit:!> wil h bl.ln L;. ~ . cfafurcs, and alrcrations r 

and in [ome, the leaves wen: torn out. Some books h.I<.1 bl:en defl:ro)'cd, 
othcr~ fecreted. 

Before the South Sea bill was pa(fed, and with a view to promote ir, 
the direCl::ors, to whom the feefet management was principally in truflc.I, 
had diljXlfcd of :t fiail i JUS n.oelof £. 574.000 ; this {lock was noted a~ fold 
at fevernl days, and at 'v.u iom price,>, from 150 tn 325 per CCIlt. amotlllllng 
jn the whole to--[, .I,259,315, It was to be dtt'tmed as holden of the ('Jj n~ 

P:lnY, for the bendir of the pretended purchafcrs, though no mutual agree
ment W,lS then m,ldc for the delivery or'cceptanccof the fluck at ally ftned 
time; and no moncy was depofited, and no lecurity give n f_ the payment. 
By this contriv,lI1cc, no lo(s could have been (uftai nccJ , if the (wck Ihould 
fall, and the gain would be received , if it lhould ri fe . 

As this fiditiou5 ll:ock was dcfig ned for promotiog the bill, the fub and 
deput }' gon:rnors, Sir .J.>hn Blunt, Mr. GIbbon, Mr. Chet1:er, Mr. H olditlh, 
and Mr. Knight, the" cafhier, had tho.! chief uili)of3..l of it, aod it was d lfui ... 
buteo as folluws ; 

• To the.carl of Sunderland, at the requcfl: of 
Mr. Craggs, fenior --

Tilt· dutchefs of KenJal 
The counfers of Platen 
Her two nieces 
Mr. Craw , (enior 
Charles Stanhope, (,[quire 
The [word blade company • 

c· 
50 ,000 

10,000 

1 0,000 

10,00 0 

30 ,000 

1 0,000 

50 ,000 • 
It alroappeared,that Charles Stanhope had received a difference of £.150,000', 

through the bands of Sir G..:.orge Ca(wal and Co. but that his nlmc- hat! been 
partly erared from their book~, and all t!red to Stfln~t1pe . That Aiflabie, chan
~nor of the exchequer, had an account with Turner, Ca(wal, and Co. to the 
amount of [,794451, and that he had a.d\'ued the company to make: [he 
fecond fubfcripuon C. 1,500,000, inft:ead of :l.million, by tbeir own auth,,
rity, and without any warrant. That of the third fubfcription. Ail1abic's 

Ji!t 

Chapler .... 
17!1. _--1 
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lill amounted to [. 7o,ooo,Sunderland's to 1" I Go,ooo, Cm~~'" to £,659,000, 
and ~tanhorx"s to £ .n,ooo. That on the p.lwneJ fiod.. which had been 
fold , there W\<' , hy tbe mcullS of Mr. Knighr, a dcficll:IlCY of £.400,000. 
TIlls report wns fuccecc.lcd by fix others. kfs important; at the (,lid of the 
Ian. til': L(lmmittce declared ~hat the auj~nce of Kn ight. \\ho had been prjn
cipJ.!ly, :luc! (lien foldy illlfufied, pul a period to thclr inquiries into this 
bLld .. ,md dcrlTuCti~'e alf.ur, . 

In confcquencc of the tidt of thefe report's. the houfe patTed fel,.·cral llrong 
refolution,>, after which a bill was brought in for rhe: n·1tt'f of'the {uffcrer~ 
by the SOllth S"a company, Ihe ti tle of which. on the third reading, wa~ 
changed into a bilt fur a railing money on the eRates of the fu h, and deputy 
go\CtllQr<;, diTdl:OI~, calhier, depUTy c.t Olier, and acconntant of the South 
Sea company, :md of 1\1r, Ail1abie And Mr. Craggs, tow:uLJs lluking good 
the damages luO:ained by the compfny, anLJ for LJifabl ing [uch of thofe per
fans as \, etc hving. tc. hold ally jJI<lU', or iiI in padialllCTlt It) r the tuturc.. In 
conrt"tju('ncc of theY;; rl'folutiullS. tilt' gre.l~cr part of the dlates bc.:longing to 
the Jm;aor~, alit! to olher perrun!> mentiull{'d therein, were confiJcateu to a 
very large amount, and applied towald ~ dill-harging the th:bt s of the com
p:\ny. The cllates of Ihe. directors alone were va.lued at ,/.;.2,'014,123. the 
allowance made to them was £. 3 54.600, Ihe confifcatidn therefore, amounted 
te ,l .1.6S9.523' Yet there enormous forfeitures did Dot fati~fy the unrelent 
ing advocates for extreme ft:vcrity, many of whom cxpeCtc.>d nothing lefi than 
confifc:ltion of all" their property, and fevera! were dlllatj~fied, bec11ufe the 
punifllment of death was not inllittl!d t. 

An eminent biflorian hasj ufl-ly remarked, that" the equity of modern 
till1c~ mutt cnml~mn the arbitrary proceedings which difgmccd the (:lulc of 
juflice. h, introducing:1 bill of pains :md penalties, ~ ret roaftive fiatutc, 
to puninl oncnces whi ch (lJd Dol exiH whcn they were committed."" Againft 
a bIll of paLm 'and ptnaltics," he obfervcs, " it is the common right of every 
fubjetl: to be hcaru by his couDcil at thf' bar; the" prayed to be heard, their 
prayer was r~fufcd; anJ their opprdfors, who required no evidence, would 
Lficn to no dclcncc t." 

• lnfuh was fometinleS added to canUel_ 
tion. On Ihe motion fllf al lowill,!!; G rigfby 
/.. ,o,oOQ,w hnfeC'Rau: W3.\ vat\led. at .c.3I-.6&7. 
a munlN:r obfl.lvetl.that 6nu: tffitt u"tlart had 
on(' bren fo 1)10(1\g",lIy vain '" to b id hi, 
4011chmall f, ed "i~ hodes with gold, no doubt 
.hr ~uld feed on. it birn(dl; anq. therefore he 

• 

moyed thllt he might be- allowed as much gold 
:u he could ell:!, ~nd th~t tbe rdt of hi5 dl~le 
might go tOW:lrd the 1 did of the fuff'cttn. 1'0' 
Jilu.a l :'t :lte. June I ]2r. • 

t Snint J41hn Brodrick. !o Lord Middleton, 
Mat 14-, Conefpolillence • 

: Gibbon's Mc:moin, p. 11 • 

WalpoJe ' 
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Walpole however is cxempt('d from this jufl cenfure: we ~ave already 
mentioned his endeavours to O:cm the torrent of parliamentary vengeance. 
aod to incline the [(!ntimcnts of the houfc to terms of moderation; aod \ -
althoup"h the current of opinion fan vioJcntly againft ienil"nt meaillTl'S, MOIiCl'll.tjoll 

I;: of W.lirolC'. 
yet he "did not Ouink from avowing hi~ fcntiments, when any fl:t g,r:mt 
at!: of injul1icc was going to be cnmmitted ; th us, wben a Illotion \vl'> 
made for,.dedar~ng the eflatcs of Craggs,liable to the Gunc (orfcitur~ as 
thore of the direCtors, and his two (ons in i.:tw, who weTe both mCmbtTS 

of tIle houfe, requcllcd to be heard by counfe! in right of their win-o, :10; 

daughters of the deccafcd; he ft rcnuoufly (poke ill their f:l\·our. F~lr bi~ 
intcrpofi tion he incurred ccll(ure.and was ironically complimented by Lcch_ 
mere, as being fully capablc to advife them , and to fcn'e them as counrd; 
an oRice he had already JXrformecl for fo many others, \V:llpoJe finding tfl.l t 
al1 appeals to reafon and cquit}' were indfl!ctual, ant! not willing to irrit:ltc 
the houfe. prudently returned no anfwer to this farcafm, and the rCt;ud1 
was withdr-.lwn. 

At another period , when the dircCl:ors prayed alfo [Q be heart! hy counle-!, 
Walpole, though he !1vowed himfclf con/ciou~, that any thing which might 
be tnterpreted in favour of a Soulh Sea direCtor, would be vcry ill pC.lrd, and 
fubjeB: the fpcaker 10 gre:lt difadvantagc~; yet he defended their petition 
upon the jun. :tnd obvious prillciplC'; that no criminal, how(:vct great, ougbt 
to be condemned unheard. (lr deprived of any advantage in making his de
felice. 

The part of thcfc tranf.1Cl.i!1ns which invDlved \Valpnlc in the greaten cm- Dtfrndl 
barrafiincnt, was the ncccfiity of u(lending the tniniflrr aga)nfl thofe attack">, l'h .. rb SIAn· 

hupc:. 
to which their conduCl: h.:\d biJ them open, hut whi(:h, had they been too 
clo(dy fcrulinifcu, would have oec.lfioned difco\'eries extremely dangerous' 
in the irritated flate of the public mind, :lnd produced changes fraught with 
danger and portentous of the gre:lteil: mifchief. Stanhope had been ~h:lfged ' Fc:b. l8. 
by the report of tbe committee, with having taken, thT?ugh Knight, 
[ . 10.000 flock, without any valuable confu.1eration, and with h:wing bought~ 
through Turner and company, £.. 50,000 fiock, a t ::L very low pri~(', by the 
difference of which he had gj,ined 1.',2. 50,000. In proof of tlle lt; averments, 
the examinations of Sir J ohn Blunt, H olditch. S.lwbridge, and Henry 
Blunt were read, and they wert! interrogated at the bar, but thei l' teftimony 
rather detiJ.ctcd from, than fhcng:hcned their former depoliiions; and 
j[ was 2:ppan.:nt as to lhe' [.10,000, that St:lI'"!hope hat! received no Il:ock 
without a valual Ie confidcmtion, and {hat as to the £. 50,000. his name hacl 
been ufed without his privity or conf~nt. Yet tile houfc w:ts fo little ra -is· 
. titd 
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f.ecl with twis exculpation, that though WAlpole and his brother Horace .ex
erted gl'eat ::lhilify in his ddcllce, he was acquitted by a majority ~ .three 
Qnly. dSo to J 77 -, 

AiflabiL:\ c .. di: W:l.S (0 flagrant, and his criminalit), vcrifieJ by fo many 
proo(~, l hat, on his firfl3.ccu(:1tion in the houfc of commons, mJith~r Wal
pole or hi., friends a1tcmpled 10 defend him; he wall expelled the haufe, and 
wmmitkd (0 the T'lwer. But when tht, bill was brought in for wbjctl.ing 
bis cflates in cC':mnon ,,,itb thofe of the South Sea dlfcCtors, '¥alpolc ou
fervcd, that impe.lching. not billing miniftcrs, was the parliamentary rult: of 
OUt ancefiors, trc:lh'd the bill as :l. bill of attainder, and made a flrong appt!al 
to the cCllTlpaffinn of Ihe hourC', in favour of his wife and family t. Failing 
in there cffort\ he; moved, that fuch parts of his property as hau been in his 
poffcffion IOwards the end of the year 1719, before the South Sea bill was 
brought in. might be exempted from confifchtion. This wa~. however, over
:ruled , alld it W:l" finally carried, that all the cltate he poffdf,'d on the 20th 
of Otlober 1718,Ihould be allowcd to him allcllils family. 

To prdt:r ... c Sunderland frum t he fame cl' nfurc which had invol\'cd Aiflabie, 
and ... :auld h::we invoiv,-'c.J feerc'tar), Cr.lgg"-, had he lived, was the great objet\: 
of the com!. BUI as he.- was acc llfed by the ferret committee of having rc
ceiwd, throl1gh Knight,C. 50,000 fitlitiousftock, ~ilhout ba.ving made any 
payment, or given any iCcurity; ::md as 'he parliament bad in many infbnccs 
·taken pn:fumption for guilt, and appearances for realities , it was no eafy 
m~tter to turn the ft.'nfe of lhe hourc i.n f.lV()l!r uf the minifler, who f.'lt at 
'the head of the tr~~.fury when th~ Sout h Sea ::ttl wa~ ff:ltncd and carricc.J. 
Untler tlu,re inaufpicious circumfianccs, Walpole, bowever, obtained the ae
<)uittal of SunJerland. 

That part of the report which related to lord Sunderland, being prepofed 
to be taken into confiuerJ.tion. was :ldjourm::d till the 15th of March, on the 
preffing infl:ances of 'Valpole t. as ncccU:.u-y for tIle fartht.' r information of 
the houre, that feveral witneffes who had b.:(.'n exalllineu by Ih(.' commiUee, 

~nlould be rc-examined at the bar,; as' t hey might vary in their depofitions, 
-<>r give a different explanation w the words, which they had ma.tle ufe of in 
-their cxamimft ion. Having obtained this point, the object of which was to 
.delay lhe bufinefs, for the purport' of gainil1g over fev(''Tlll of the Whigs, he 
1'cpreTcntcd to them,_ that if they gJ.ve their votes againft Sunderland, and be 

.. Thomls Brodrick to Lon{ Mldd!eton. 
March '}, Corrdpondence. Period Ill.-Po .. 

Jiticill State,-Chnndltr.- Tindal. 

t Brodrlck'. !.etten. Correrpondencc. 
J. Ibid , 
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"\Vas difgracefuny removed .. their caufe would fuffer, and the T ories be called 
into power. There reprcfcntations had a due weighT, Ihd brought over m;ulY 
to his purpafe. The proof of the facl refted principally on the afi;';rtion vf 
Knight, before he went oft: as gi\'cn on the oatb of Sir J ohn Blunt, who as 
pfefidcnt of the campanl'. could not be fupporco ig:lOTanr of (he tranfat1:ion. 
3nd who depofcd to his haloing heard (he particular dcdar,:Hions of Knight., 
that ruch ftock had bel~n taken, and a note of acknowk-dgmenl given by 
Sunderland. Of five direltors e:umincd :1.1 the bal", one could only affirm, 
that he was alone with Knight. when it \Vol" communic:J.tcd tn him> ant! 
two others acknowledged th:\t Knigh t had informed [hem of tbe I~id circum. 
fiances in preiencc of Sir J ohn Blant, but could not p:)!iti· .. ely atr'.!rtain whe
ther he was within hearing. VV.1.1polr, who h.\{l in ;t prcviLlus debate on the 
caie ofCharlcs Stanhope. endeavourl.:d to weaken thc e\·idencc and illiberalJy 
cxpoicd the chara(ter of~ Sir J ohn Blunt, as a fraud ulent rrojt'ao~, purrucd 
the 1:1I11C line of conduct with incrc:tlcd afj>crity . H e dccLucd himfclf au
tboriCed by Sunderland to t!CllY the bCl:., and to avow that no fueh flock had 
been taken in his name, and no Cu ch /lotc g iN'I!Jl, and reprobatctl the idea, that 
fuch heariay evidence: {hould operate to L1iC ruin of the fortune and charac
ter of any l1Ian. 

To Walpole. Sunderland was indebted for hi ... acquittal. His pcrfonal 
weight. his authoritative ami pcrfuati\'c cl vquence were. cn~aually employ
ed on this OCCarlOn, and, ~l.!dell by the influcnce of govcrnnlt'ru. mr.:l with 
fucccis . The minitier was :lcquitted by a majority of 61 \'otes, 233 againO:. 
17 2 •• 

Having obtained the acqui ttal of Sunderland. and fccurt!<.l the continu
ance: of the Whig adminifiration, of wbieh he ioon became the head, the 
great object: of Walpole was direaed to promote the reIl:orati on of pubJic 
credit. which was in danger of being diOlinil1ted. jf not o\'enuflll!d, by t he 
violent procel'{lings of the commons. In this delicate bufincrs he aCled witb 
hi~ uruoli prudence, .and though he ,"auk} not in all illfiances prcvcnt the 
adoption of meat'ures which he did not approve, yet he mOIl:l}f contrived 
either to delay their execution, or to mitigate their eff..;Cl: by various expedients.. 

As chairman .of tbe commitlr.:e, he drew up the addn:f's of the com .. 

.. Ch:\ndl(r.-Ahho~h the public voice, 
"o(\\ithfIJLldill~ hi~ 1,qumal by to large a !lOa,. 
jurin', t· rim irl~t .. d blt nllerbnd; vet {(verA1 ex' 
terlu·:1tlOO' tl WY he- tlr .. d in "i~ favour. FOI it 
.p~ra lrom ptiUlf ooe\\lfl(nt~ wnich havt; 
afllollly fa lltn ulllier mi infpcaioll, tim (0 
culy II! r u l ~', he: h.1ff rc 1n frd 10 ucoru~,cnd 10 

,he di.reli:on any more !Ins for JllllftrlptJolIs; 

YO •• I. 

lhat he did not It Ie-an e- nric h h inlf,.l f or 
III~ friend.; tllal he: O!'lIpreifcd gmu f~li~lac_ 
lioll, Ihal ne'llh .. r himfelf or hl~ fncnd~ hdtl fold 
(lUI ~ny Somh S~ fio.::k, 8 ~ ht: w(m ld not hllvc 
~rofik<i (If Ihe puhlic. ulamity. - L,..,tltf~ IrClIl\ 
Eckerfa l li nd Drnl1,"wnd 10 Daniel i'IIIIem,.. 
ClllTtfpOlld~llI..e, Period IJ I. 
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IIftOn! to the ling; it reprefented the' nate of public credit, af)({ recited' 
perfpicuoufly, in a Nftl though fummary mannCF, the confulion IUld mif
chiefs wh ich we!1" deri n-" fTOIll the e:xcl'uiion of t he fatal South Sea (cherne: 
It defcrihcd the C.I,Ure of tho~e mi(chic(s, ewlained the difficulty of ap
plying proper rCtnedks, and mentioned certain rc(olutions which had paJ'fi::d 
for re-clhblirhing public aedit. remitting £.4. I 56.341, to the South Sea 
company) di\ iding al l the _ re maining o.pital !lock. among the proprietors, 
and preventing {tock-jobbmg. The{e uli.llutions were made the foundJ
tion of an aCt that paffed under the title of w bill for making {everol pro. 
vifions to rellore the public cred it. which fuifer(;d br the frauds and miJrna
nagemenl!o of the late South Sea dirc~ors and others. 

In the pafiage of- the bill through the commons, a daring attempt ..... as. 
made to obtain its rejeaion, or to fruftrate its effects, Though the genera.l 
difpofition of \Va!pole was' mild and temperate, jet in this infrance. whet'}; 
thre:lts were emplo)'c:J. to ;awe the lcgifl:tt ivc b~)' into a compliance, he 
flood for,h the fupporter of parliamentary freedom. On the dd)' in which, 
the biU for Tefioring puplic credit was to be reat! a lecond time, the 
lobby of the houfe of commons, and the adjacent p!ace~. were filled with a 
numerous body of proprietors of the I'hort annuities and other redeemable 
debts, who tumultuoufly demanded jufiice of the members as they were 
paffing, and put i.nto their hands a printed letter to a member of parlia
ment. in which the unreafonablenefs and partiality of binding down t he 
redecmables a~ fuUy demanftrated, and a written papa~ containing there 
words ,; pray do juftice to the annuitants who lent their money on parlia
mentary ftcurity. The juftices of peace fo~ the city of Weftminfter, and 
the t:onfb.hles, were inftantly feDt for, and the houfe proceeded to bufinefs. 
Sir J ohn Ward pre{ented the petition of the proprietors of the redeemable 
funds, pnyi ng to be heard by themfelves or counfel againfi the bill. The 
pM.ition being ordered to lie on the table, the bill was read a fecond time, 
<l.nd ordered to be committed. Sir John Ward then {poke in favour of the 
petition, and was feconded by Sir Gilbert Heathcote. Walpole obfenred, that 
he could not fee how the petitionen could be relieved; tbat the refolutions 
on which the Bill was founded had been approved by the king and coun
cil, and been agreed to by a great majority of the houfe; he therefore 
moved for the previous queftion, and adjourning the debate. Brodrick. 
warmly oppofed the original motion, and wa ftremloufiy feconded by Sandys J 

but the qudtion for adjourning was carried by a majority of 78 to 29. 
Meanwhile the rumult continuing, the juftices of peace, who attended 
according to orders, WCI'C commanded by the fpester to difpcrfe the rioters, 

7 which 
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'Which they effet1:cd not without fome ditiiculty, and after readlllg the not 
att, many of them exclaiming as thLY r~lin:d. U You firft pick ouqx)ckct< , 
.and then fend us to gaol for compL'lIning!' On ti,e following dJ.},. tlw hill 
was laid before the committee, and, aftr.:r (ome warm debates, i,l fl'g,ml l" 
the price at which the holders of the' (lid fu bfcrjl'tions fhould take South 
Sea frock. acu the repeal of a claufe for compelling the bankers to renorc 
the whole money they had borrowed. which 'V:l.lpok: fuccefsfully oppofed. 
was carried in the affirmative, and ordered to be engro{f~d . On the 7th, it 
was read the third time. palfed, and Cent to the lords, and on the I ath re~ 
.ceived tbe royal affent •. 

This bill for the reftoration of public erroit, arranged the affairs of the 
South Sea company in eueh a manner, that fh'e millions of the feven, which 
the directors had agreed to pay the public, were remitted. The ilcum
brances were partly diCcharged from the confiJcation of the forfeited eftates. 
the credit of their bonds maintained , £.33. 6s. 8d. percent. were divided 
"among (he proprietors; the company was foon in a fitu.:ltion to fulfil its en
,gagemcnts with the public. and two millions were r~Cerved towards the liqui
~Iatjon of the nattonal debL But the proprietors made fuch loud and re
pented complaints on the hardiliip of depriving them-of tht:Cc two millions. 
that the parliament afterwards remitted that fum, .which made an addition 
of£.6. 51. percent. 

The fpirit by which Walpole was dirc8ed, ant] the principles by which 
lle aB:ed, during the whole progrc{; of this delicate bufineCs, are laid down. 
in the fpeech from .the throne, on the Prorogation of parliament, which he 
(hew up. 

" The common calamity, oocaiioned by the wickt:d excclltion of the 
South Sea fcheme, was become fo very great before your meeting, that the 
providing proper romedies for it was very difficult.; but it is a great com
fort to me to obferve, that public credit now begins to recover; which 
gi\'es me the greatefl hopes .that ~t will be entirely reftoTed, when aU the 
provifions you have made for that end, frtall be duly put in ~ecution. 
I have great compalli.on far the fufferings of the innocent. and ajuft indig
nation againB: the guilty; &nd hlve readily given my affent to fuch bills &$ 

you have prefenUd to me, for punifhiog the &uthors of our late misfortunes, 
and for obtaining tbf reftitutian and fatisfattion due to thofc who have 
been injured by them. in!Uch & manner as you judged proper. I \\'as at 
lhe fame time .,i11iDa aad ddirou., by my free And general pardon, to Kiv;: 

~ l_lollrlW $ .... for J.ly.o<I ",.",Il. 
• X. 

17'1 1. 
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King'". 'r.Ch G. 
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PcriOl.ll1J. raJI! (md quirt 10 the rejl of "~)'//lbjellr, ntl'llJ'f of 1.tJhom Wly, ;nJu{/t a tffl('r«! 
17"'010 'ili' mjatfl(ltiM, haUf bet'l: lItl'U.Jl1rr/y drflv.;11 ill to t1f"!(Y,nft ,;,( Itl'u'; .... 

~ Thus at length, hy the abiILtr, add re (~ , and pcri<:vcrancc of Walpole, tNt 
AdY1.III ~ gC' 1 - ~ . • • • 
ll tTl".d 110m fatal proJlCl:. of the South Sea was wnvcrled mto 'l natlOllal benefit; the dlf. 
l i'O: ~llUlhSc. trclfc:. ule forgotten, and the advantages fcm.lir. . Although bytheremil: 
(~ tlt'me. fion of the fe\'en million:., the puhlic d id not enjoy all t he benefits which 

'.ymt nt of 
the LI,i1 11ft 
~cbl. 

had heen iJ.nguinely cxp~·acd. yet much gre.1.fer auvantage- was dcri\'ed 
th.ln is u(ually tuppofed. £ . 632 .698 of long and fhort annuities were con
verted into redeemable frock, which at th\s time b.:ars an inlcrcfl:: of only 
3 per cent. and the in lerdl: on the company's capital wac; reduced :rt 
Midfummer 17'27 to 4 per cent. By this the public gained annually 
['339.63 1, which. calculated at '2.5 years purchalc, was worth abo~ 
~ l1liJtions+. This reduCt ion was aito produtl:ive of great u(e and national 
a<kantagc ; it was a precedent for future nrr:lngcments of a fimilar nature, 
and in 1724, ;;. 3. 77 .tf,02 7 w x; alfu H.:Juccd to 4 per rent. 

In the midtt of thefe dillre{fl!~, from th e dl!c1ine of public c redit, and 
-dearth of money, the enormous profu fion of Sunderland's adminillration, 
laid Walpole unul'T the necdlil y 01 applying to parliament for the dirdlaTg,C of 
the debts or the civil 11ft, which amounted to no I t:(~ :l fum than £. 550,oco. 
T o propate the laying on of new burdens on the people for the dj(chargc 
of thefe arrears, in this moment of gent:ral calamity. would ha,-e heen ex
tremely unpopular, and pcrh:lps not practicable. Walpole, therefore, hit 
upon an expedient which effectually fucceeded, without impafing an addi
ti onal tax on the public at large. Ie was to make the civil lift difchMge it$. 
own arn::m, hy dcuuaing fix pence in the pound on all payment s from 
the crown, towards railing a fund for liquidati ng the itltere.ft of the fum 
req uired. The propofal being, on the 12th of Jul y, laid before a com mit
tee of the whole bollre, Pulteney, who t[JOugh not in oppolition yet bt·g;tn 
to be djfl:uisfied with the ndminiftration, moved for a deduCtion of one 
fhilliog in the pound, adding, that if .this deduaion were too much fo r 
I he prl!fent ocedion, it might be applied to the djfcharge of the civil 
11ft dehts. This motion was carried by J 53 voices againft. 63 t. On 
the 14th. this refolution being fubmitted to the haufe, was appo(cd 
with greater effect by the friends of adminiftration. and negatived by a 
m=tjurityof 13'2. againft 83 §. The original pr.opofftiQn was then moved. 
and paffcd without;.. & tli\-iGon, U That his majefty fhould be enabled to 
raife any fum not exceeding (.. 500,000, to difcharge the am:ats and debts 
~ue and owing upon the civil lift, to his fervants and others, by fcttling a 

• TournaI •. 
t ~inclait on the RefeJlUe, P:lrt 1. p. 106. 

: Political State for July 17'J.I, 
i Chandler. 
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,.early fund for payment of annuities, after the rnte of five pounds per cent. CJlapler :u , 

per annum, out of the civil Jill revenues, until the fame nlal! be rl!<.Ieemeli J'~I. 
by the crovm; and that his majdl:y, his )lcirs anu (uecefiOf!!, be enabledt,.. L......., ~ 
make good, for the ules of the civil go\'crnmc:nt, all {uen money as from 
time to time {hall have been paid thereupon, by (aullng a deduction, not 
exceeding fix pence in the pound, to be made oul of ["Juries, wages, rX=n-
fions, or other pllyments from the crown .... Thus WalpOle arranged this 
delicate bufinefs; which he was often heard to fay t gave him much em bar-
railment, and on the fuccefsful ifiuc of which he prided himfclf as much as 
on fillY other financial operation which he d fcCled during the comic of his 
adminillration. . 

Thc whole. conuut\: of Vlalpole in the South Sea bufiners. wa<; (lnc1:ioncd 
by both hou res. of parliam::nt, and approved by the nation in gl't1cral. No 
invective was thrown 'Out ag:lintl him. even by party. exCt'pt that he had elll
ployed the power of government and hi ll own influence in Ji r"!'J,ill?: Sundcrhnd; 
::tnd that he had endeavoured to prevent th e juftice of the n:ltion from over
whelming the projectors of the fatal.South Sea [cheme. For this. C:lUre, he 
W:lS invidioully reviled in the pcrio<.licnl writiugll and pal11phkts of the time~. 

and Saint John Brodrick:" in a letter to the lord ch:l.Ocdlor Midtlletdn. la
ments that the intc::rpofition of V!,' a1polc, whom he fiigm:lt ires by the 'name of 
the SrreCII, ra,,!=d the directors from conflftation .1nd hanging. nlll at the 
cJi£lance of fourteen ye:lfs, the oppnfilion au:u[cJ him of hasing, tr:mdu lcnth
propofcd the hank contrad, anJ, of deluding the un happy run~rcrs \\ it h lalt~ 

Ihopes of relief. Jt was alferted that he took a icamlalo l1 <; afh-antagc of thc ' 
·general calamity, and made the mi~for(unes of his t:Ountl)' the meam of l'll

riching himfclf; that he had prccoJlrc-ttcd the project (evcrJ.! months bchm.: 
with the bank, :lIld that in order to l· ngl'.g~· the governoR con(ent, he g-an' 
them private affurances of ;eing relc:alc{l from their cllbragc.nlCllt, if it fllOUld 
prove unfavourable. 

This attack on the chllrntl:cr of .\Valpolc was managed, in the Ctt(tfinan, 
and other antiminifterial writings t, with all thc art anti flrength whirl! 
could bl! fupplied by the (ophifl:ry of Bolingbroke, and th t: wit or Pultl!ncy . 

. The charge was a1fo rendered· Olore plaufible ~r the conC1I: rencc of Aifia.bir, 
who, in conjunction with Iccrc:t"ry Craggs, had het.'ll conficlere.d a~ the p ri n
cipal manager of the buGnefs on the fide of gO\'c rnmenf, and W:lS prd{"IH 
at the meeting in which the contraCt was figncd, This heinous ch~rgc W:I,.'i 

• Journa!,. - p,·:il;cal Stak.-Chaudlu. 
l' tram Lord.UIIOi"d. 

t C~f~ of th~ Sinking Fund, Cl1lhfm;w hll' 
1735' 
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PaioI;\ or. anfwered by the miniiler Mr:n(elf~ and by the writers· in IIi:. interen~ \Virh. 
~?soto 17:~' .out entering into a tedious inquiry OR this fubJe8:, or attempting to jufb{:y 

1 the conduCt of \Valpo[e in every particul:!.r, J ili:lIJ obrcrn;, thJ.t on a c;lIldid 
review of ,be whole .controverfy, it .appears that an acC'tlliuion urged jflr I"~ 
firJi. lim~ lo..utcea years after the faa, when it was impofIible for him tll 

r ecolb .. '1: all the circumftances. a.nd to jullity every pan of the tranfactian. 
'"u~ m:JJiciw.:!:. in itfelf. and undeferving of credit. It may be alto remarked, 
that the afi"ertious of Aiflabie, cannot be admitted as fuir evidence in his own 
ClUrej and that he faJfely arraigned the mini[l:er, may be implied [rQm a pri. 
vate letter t written in 1722, in which he frankly confdfcd his own folly 
and wcakncf<; in promoting the South Sea {cherne, and cxprdfed, in the 
ftrongeO: tcnm, 1m gratitude for the kiodnefs and lenity Ihev.n to lum by 
gm'crnment, which he (oldy imputes to the interferenet of W alpole. 

In regard to the moft heillous part of the charge, that he had firft induced 
the bank ft •• ILI .. t:d, to the- ~grcement, and U .aflt:rw:J.lds releafed them from 
the obligation, when his own private purpores were rerved;" the bank con
tract, it was anfwcr('d. being precipitatdy drawn up in the midfl of general 

k alarm and dcfponcicnC)'. and J.t the carncfi importunity of the miniftry and 
South Sea directors, thert: could be 00 .(;oJJu6on betwixt ilim and the bank.; 
.and no blame could attach to him, becaufe the governors rcfufcd to ftilfil 
.the terms of an ag~ment they had relutlantly acceded to, which if they'had 
fulfilled, would have involved the bank and South Sea company in equal 
rum. 

It mull: not be omitted, that fOOD after the bank cont1'aCt was drawn uP. 
and the ingraftmcnt fcheme bad puffed, he was accufed of javouring tlu bank, 
;,: pn/ trtHU 10 the Soulh S(1l compallY, that he might fell out the money he 
had III the b.lnk at an advanced price. But at in reply to this attark, hC' had 
publicly dedared in the houfc of common", tl;&a.t he had not one penny in 
.the bank at that jun8:ure, but poffc!red :l large "ft-ock in the South Sea (om
pany. IUs opponeots aftc1'",·ards. ill 1736, rcverfed the :lccufation, and de. 
·dared that he had adopted thofe meafures to !avMlr I!J~ SOlllh Sta i" preJer
tllet 10 tlie "n"~' , that he might fell out the .money he had in that frock at 
an adv:l{:lced price. Thefe two contradiCtory a1fertiol15 defuoy each other, 
,and prove the wc.akneCs of both • 

• SOJlle Confidfftltnnt on the Public Fund~ Guett«f tor '1151 pafii.m. 
l' Col:ftfpondenu, )'eriod ilL 
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CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SECOND: 

7'D·umfoend appoin,ttd Stere/llryof Stall: on tk: Dl!olh rl Fad S/(/IIkOpt , and 
lI'olpoie FiijJ L ord 0/ the 7'rl'njIJry, 011 t/ie Rejig!ltlti()II of Sl/lIdl'l/mIlJ.-SIlP~ 
pqrls tltt Swedifo Suhfidy .-Afftlirs of SWed1!11 10 IIII! Piau if NJllndt.
Domr}fU 7'rmtjaElioIlJ.-CommrYt ial R rglllatiollJ.-Abu/itiOll oj ~';llriOIlS DII

lid.-Imj!OrfOlioll of Naval Stores ell rownged.- Advonu11I1'1I1 of 'Jorio»nl 
IlldMjlry.-Dt'tJtl Trlrker's EIJ/(lgium of Ir(//l',J/~. 
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17U to '7" .. 
• _..J 

T HE death of earl Stanhope, and the accufation of Sunderland, February 4. 
opened the way to the rt:-cfbbliOlment of T ownlhcnd and 'Yalpole TownfilenJ 

in their former places: for although Sunderland had been acquitted by a con- ((crc.uryof 
fiate. 

liderable majority. yet the pubJic opinion was too unfavourable for hin1 to Walpole firl\ 
be continued in the office of fira lord of the lrca(ury. The negotiation (or It,rrl of,he 
fettling the new adminiftrat ion had been ·cntruftcd, by DevonChire and ue:lfury. 
Townlhend, to the management of Walpole j and it wa!. flot without great 
difficulty that Sunderland, who maintained the moll unbounded inlluence 
over the fovercign, had been induceJ, or rather compelled, to confent to the 
propared arrangement, and particularly to t"ciinquilh the difpofal of the [ecrcI 
iervice money· ; but he at length acceded. Townihend had been previouOy 
appointed fecretary of ftate on the death of Stanhope. M ethuen was made 
comptroller of the houfcbold, Walpole fun. lord of the treafury and chan- April:!. 
cellar of the exchequer, -and a new board, confifling of his ~onfi~tiaJ 17:11. 

friends t. was nominated at bis difcretion. 
Almon the firft meafure of gO~'ernment which Walpole fupported in the , SupPforu Ib" 

houCc of commons after his ek""lltion, feemed to belie his conduct while in S ... etliftl (ub
oppofition, for which he has been bitterly reproached by thofe writers who fidy. 

percdve no difference between oppofing a. treaty before it is concluded, 
and fupporting the national honour by adhering to it when ratified. 

The death of Cbades the Twelfth was the prelude to tbe pacification of AIf~jrs of 
the north i and c~ the fituation of Sweden, and the [yfiem ?f Englilh ·Sweden. 

t.sit George Bailf'}'. Sir Charle-s TUfMl', 
HCllry Pclil.m, Richard EtI&ecumbe. • . 
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pol itics in that qm,rler. On that event, Charles Frederic duke of H oHl cio 
Gettmp. the It)n of f-h·dwigl'. eldon:. fine r of Ch:ule~ . was the next heir; and 
if hen:dil:J.r} ri :~,1 11 Ilad prc\J.dcd, would have fuccccclcd to the ~llronc. But 
the r repondl'J ltmg p.lll)' in Sweden, cfpoufcd the prctenfions of Ulrica 
ElcJJ\(,J:l, )OUll"l (t (jfl-cr of the dCLCJ.icd lllo11.1n:.h, who was married to Frc-

-<Jeri( plllH.I.: of I Idle C-1{[ l. .. 
1 h..: n(',\~ of tbe 1,Il.g\ d C.l{h no fooner reached Stockholm, than the fe

n lte H'p~rcd 10 thl :1j1JI t m~ II I of U1Tl<. . .l, and congratul.u t:d Irel an her ac

cdiion to Ihe throne " , :'..l t be fJ. mc time lhe new que~ n dcdated her con
ren t to renOullu .... Ih,ll "h lolulc power which Charles tht: Elcvtll ih had \'cficd 
in the ('rown, ,lIld W!' Illl had pIOV~J the fourcc of mall )' cnl.lmlties to Swc
den . H " r tlOe W.IS foon .If,(;'rv.:m!s ack nowledged by the army. in oppofi
[ion to t h~ lc:'monO:" lnces of (he duke of Hol1h:in. who laid d :lIl)1 to the thront: 
:1.<; his right hy herci.h tary defcl'nt j and the prctC'nfi~n~ of hi s ri \'al we-re con· 
firmed by the A'll. ·<, . whidl affc.l1hlcd :1 1 '5tockh olm on th l.: 20th of J.lnuary 
J 7 J 9. In that affi"mbl y. count" H orn, a nobleman of grC:l. t dlflmcbon a nd 
cap..'lcity. obfcrvcd In full li:ll.lfC, :l'ld 10 the p,dence of thc queen. with 
wh om he hAd {'"onccrlcd the ded.II.Hion. t hat Loth Ulnca and her fiftor 
H~(hjge l.ad (or(cikd til<ir IItl e 10 t he crown. blC.lule their marriages had 

-not beell confi rmed by t he f1:at e~. 00 rhe meeting of the nates, Ulricl1 
delivered :I. memori.ll, in wh ich Ihe lhlcbimed all pretellfion~) ami t hat the 
throne \xing vacJ.nt. they m ight proceed to ah elecbon. On this (ormal 
renunciat ion, Ulri ::a Eleonor:1. ~as elected by the flat ~s . and gave her 
<on(ellt to Ihe nc)" form of govelnment, which rendered the lovereiga 
of Sweden, from the moO. abfolute. th.: moO: lim,ted monarcb in Europe. 
The new qu("en, o r rat her the fenate, who poficfied the whole power of go
vernment, had li.,fficicnt occupatIon to deliver t he counoy from the drl'ad
ful fitualJon 10 wluch it had bcC'n red uced by a war of twen ty yeaN, and to 
cOlflude terms of pacifica! ion with Hanover, Pruffia, D enmark, PolJ.nd , <lnd 
R uma. 

Before the death of Cbarles the Twelfth. 3. congrefi bad b~n bdd in the 
IOe of Al:\nd, between the S~ed ifu and Pruifuln plenipotc:.ntiaritb; and h3d. 
the Swed ifl'). mon.lrch lived, Baron Gortz could bave r..:concikd Peter :md 

.Charles, both cqually incenfed againfl: ut:orge the Firft; and a combiued Blmy 
of Swede,> and Ruffian !l~ after conquering Norway. would ha\"c JandC;d iJl. 
'Scotland for the purpoft of vJaciqg the Pretender on the throue of Great 
~ritAin. 

On 
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'en tbe delith of Charles, George. though involved in dirput~s with Spain, 
yet fecure of the co-operation of France, difpatched Carteret and Baffewitz 
to break up the congrefs of Aland, a~d to prevent tbe pacification between 
Ruffi:l and Sweden. from a dread, left their union lhauld render his media_ 
tion pnneceffary, and induce Sweden to decline confirming the ceBion 'of 
Bremen and Verden, Carteret fut'ceeded in his negotiation. all{l is ap
pls.uded, though not wi.thout regret, by the Swedifu. hiftonans·. for the 
cOhfummate addrefs with~hich he prevailed on Sw~en to conclude a fe
p&rate peace with Hanover, which was followed by a fubfidiary alliance with. 
England, under the mediation and guarantee of France. 
I Befol'!: the pacification was finally conclud&l",Sweden Cuffered feverely for 
brea1Wtg off the cODgrefs of Aland. The Danes took 'Ma~d. the Gi
braltar of the north, and threatened Gotheborg. Forty thoufand RuffilU1S 
landed in"dift'erent parts of Sweden, and carried harock and defUudion into 
the kingdom, redtlced eight towns, and above I,30o.viUages to aJhest.' 
The arrival of the Engiifll fleet put a temporary fiop to this invalion, and 
hafiened the peace ofSwcden wit) Hanover, Pruffia, and Deninark • • Car
'm', fupported by 'he p<d"ence of an Englifh Bee' ill 'be Baltic, deluded 
S.,eden: with promifes to .mn .ill wn:11::ing from Ruffia the conquered pro
vinces, and preVliled on her to confirm the ceffion of Brethen and Verden to 
Hanover; StetiD and the diftntt between the Oder and Plene, to PrutIia. 
to teJlDUDQe the claims of exemption from the -Sound duti&s, and to engage 
not to affi.ft the-duke of Holftdn, fitould lie attempt the recovery of SleCwic. 
Denmark gave back to Sweden Marftand, Stralfund, and the me of Wifmar 
for 600,000 rixdolb.rs, rdinquj{hed her allianCl: with Ruffis.; and. as an 
imemnification for the conque£b reftored, Englanq and france gra.tified· 
Denmark by guarantying S~ic §. . . . 

Peter, iocenfed at thefe treaties, which eXEOfed him fingly to tbe udltcP 
forctll of ~weden and England; did not lofe courage, but continued his in. 
vaCton of SwlMen, whiclJ the EnglHh Beet ~ould not prevent'; arrc(led thF 
Engllih merchants who were fettted in his. ddtni., and his. refidc.nt:ia 
London deli1'elCd a ftrogg memorial againft the i!lfolcnt interpofitio.D of 
Great Britain. 

In confequenc:e of tbe Ruffian invafioo, Swedt. had ",courfe to Englr.nd f"'7""«' -The kino: len' • fleet in'2 ,h • . 1Ial,ic, and applied '0 paru.
"I' 

• LoDrl>ri.g, a;~", a..... . I I..gerl>rinj • . 
fScliuidt trill:. G&1'ch. yot .. p. )08. f M.Uec. Jlifl. de D.lntmllc • 
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ment for iL fub.6dy of £. 7~.ooo, according to the ttnns ,fiipulated bnh~ 
treaty of alliance. The motion to make good thefe eng;tgements was vio
k-A\)Y oppofcd in the hauft of comrnpris by Sir Wtlliam Wyndham. Sbrppen, 
and lord Molefworth. who had long cHided in Denmark. and who pubJifbed 

~ a.n ' excellent account of tt;at kingdom. He ably contended. that tile 0.1-
Jiance was contrary to former treaties ,otith Denmark and Ruffiaj that it was 
unjufi. to infift that Peter fhould rcftorc his conquefu, while other princes re
tained tbe fpoil! of ~weden j and that the' only equitable mode of proceed
ing: was for Pruflia to refrore Stetin, and the ejector of Hanover, Bremen :lnd 
Verden ;.he artfully infinuatcd that the claim to Mecklenburgh W:lS one of 
the caure, which occafioned4rhe rupture with Ru«la i urged that England 
ought not to intermeddle with th; ~ait5 of the empire; and that the pro. 
curing of naval fiores ""':1$ the principal advantage of our rr.u::le to tbe B41tic. 
To thefe ftr.ong arguments"Walpole could only reply. that the fObfidy at
l.wed to Sweden an~ the mimon of the (quadran to the:" 8altic had been fti
pulatcd b·y former engagements, which, jf not complied with, would affett: the 
naclo"tll honour. But the chief motive whi6:h induced the parliament to grant 
fllis fubiiuy, was the declaration that another would not be demanded. as the 
preliminaries betwc~n Ruffi']' and·Sweden. were wholly fettled ; yet fa thong 
were the objet\:iont to the hoftilities againft Ruffia, that the motion for the 
fubflrly wu only carried by a majority of· 59·' 

Sweden deriviqg . no etfefrual affifiance from England, was CQlll~ t() 
receive the terms of peace diCtated I;>y Ruffia; llnd Peter, refufrog to accept the 
medi~:tion of a power which had offended him, granted, under the gtraf3ntec 
of France, the peace of Nyftadt:· Sweden:ceded to RuRi.a Livonia., Eflho
·nia., Ingria, part of Cardia, and the diftritl of Viborg in Finl,tnd. In retuWl. 
Peter reftorcd the remaining part of Finland, paid 2..000,000 rixdollars 
(l. Jbo.ooo) as an indemnification for Livonia, a.nd promifed not to intt:r
fere ll). the domeftic concerns of Sweden . 
.• Durlng th,ce tranfaCtiaru, Ulrica Eleonora ' had relignedlltbe crown in 
favour of her huibtlIld iredtric\ tbe Firft, who putchafeti bis ejeCtion by 
confirmin~ all Iimitati~ of prerogative to which the queen lad confentcd. 
T~is tra~sfer of the cro~o-ccafiollfl.many dirt:onte'ft~~ increaftd the . H~l. 
1\cm fa.chon, ga.ve to Pet .. ,the Great .tit:: mca.iu·'(J( pnllng a fi:r-ong party In 

the fenatcJ a~d enabled hini 10 10ment the intc:nal difcontent\ nat:~a 
popular government; it expo(¢ th~ couiitry to future con1ltlts in the , 
and entailed on the Bri.in. alIl\iiniftration, a feries of ~ and.diffi-
cult .DegotiatiOJl.l. ' 

• Joumals:-Clwldl ... 
Wilpole 
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Walpole h:ld rcat'cely fettled the bufinefs of the SOl1th Sea, and rdlored 
. public. credit , wh·cn he turned hi!> attention to trade and lUo.nufaaure'~, Ilnd 
gave a convincing proof of his liber.l.1 and ext~n6"ve views. On being again 
phccc..l at the h{'ad of the trcaCury, he found the foreign trade 1h:tckled with 
n.u~s petty duties and jmpoverirhing taxes. which obll:.ruCted the -expor. 
tatian <:i our tn"'nufaau~s, and Idfcoeu the importation of the moll: necef-
1ary commodities. Walpole frJ.meu the noble pall of abolifhing at once aU 
there refuid:.ions, and giving freedom to d~~ maA:. valuable branches of our 
dlernil and internal commerce. 

The fpcech lIIIelivt:!oo from the throne at the opening of the (cv,nth and 
InA:. fcflion of this eyc;:r memof<lblc parliament, in confatmity to thi~ plan, is 
juftJypraiCed by Uztariz·, an eminent Spanilh writer, a~ a model of good 
fenfe and libcralitr of fpirit. It was drawn up by Walpole. and contains.the 
g'feat outlines of the faJutary plan which he had formed for the cxtenlion of 
trade. . 

" In thi .. fituation of affairs, we ihould be extremely wanting to ourfe1ves, 
jf we neglected to improve the favourable opportunity which this gtnrr.1l 
tranquillity gives us, of extending our comrherce, upon which thelrichcs· .... d 
grandeur of this nation chiefly depend. It is very obvious, that nothing 
would more conduce to the obtaining Co public a~. than to make the 
exportation of our own manufo'8;:urcs, and the importation of the cornmo-. 
llitie!' ured in the tl111;nufacturing of them, as prafricablc and as ea.fy as may 
be; by this means, the balance of trade may be prefeJVed in out' favour, 
our ' navigation increafed, and greater n,umbers of our poor employed. I 
mull: therefore recomme.nd it to you, gentlemen' of the ltbufe of common!. 
to confider how far the duties upon there branches may be iaken off. and 
replaced. without aay violatioIJ of p.,lic faith, Ctr laying any new burthe;l 
upon my people . And I promife Dly(elf, thal oy a due cQnGderation of this 
mattor, tho.prod\lce of thofe duties, cOmpared with the infinite advantages 
tha .. will a<crue to the ~. Ilf their being taken off, will be f09nd [0 
inconfiderable, as to leave little room for any difficulties or objed:ioru. 

"" The fupplying owfel",.es wi~ naval ftores upoo terms the moft eafy and 
leal p~riow, feems ,highly to' ftftl'n: the care 6nd Attentioo of parliamlmt. 
Our plantatioaJ..ia tlPtAQ naturally abo?-mi with moll: of -the proper rna
..... for \his I>OIlOIIlly and pfentiaJ part of our trade and maritime fuength; 
.. if by d ....... .,.,....,.,..,t, we could be fumilhcd frOl)1 tbence with thofe 
~.~ 'WiIIib: we are POW obliged to~, and bringofiQrn forcigJa 

• 
• U,rariI" ~ceofCommm:t, q...:aI . ... 01. ,: p. JjJ. 
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Period Ill. ('ountlies, it weuld l1o.t. only greatly contribute to the riches. influence, and 
17:aato 1 7~7: puwcr. of tbis natiorr; but, by employing our own colonies in this ufeful and 
... .. = adVl.ntageous fervice, divert. them from [ctting up, and carrying On manufac-

Abolil ion of 
iarious du

, tiu. 

(mportatioQ 
~fnav31 
~ell_ 

:ouf1Ige-d. 

tutts which direCtly interfere with thofe of Great Bmain - ... 
tn confequcnce of this recommendation, one hundred and fix articles of 

BritiUl manufaClurc trfere allowe:d to be exported, and thirty-eight artides of 
raw materials to be import~ duty free. 

The other great objeft recomrwoded in the fpecch, which regarded the 
importation of naval ftores from the American colonies, wa5" effeded in tht 
fame felions. It had long been a matter of complaint, that naval {lofes, 

whicli were principally drawn from the Baltic. were clqgged with numerous 
difficulties, aDd raired to an enormous prl'ce. It was found, on inqutry 
into the eommerce with RufflAt Sweden, Denmark, and the Hanfcatic , . . 
tOWDS, that t!i.e imports exceeded ·the exports to the amount of mgre thafl: 
[.. 2.00,000 j it was proved that fince the Rnfiia comp.3.oy had cngroffcd the 
trade to that country, the price of tar'had been doubled, and it was likewife 
'11Otorious, that the fupplies of naval ftores might be prohibited. Chould 
ERgiand be at war with ' Ruffia., and the Cur. witb a view to increaf..: 
his own navy. infift that naval fiores (bould only be uported in Ruffian 
vdfcl~ It was. an 8bvious 'remark. that fince thefe commodities were ne· 
cefiary for the navy, it was impolitic to be at the mercy of a foreign prir-ce, 
efpecially u we might be fupplied"Trom our own planta.tions on eafier terms,. 
and in exchange for our own manufad:ures. Such were: the mDtives whkh 
induced Walpole to countenance: a bill for encouraging 'the introduCtion of 
na~a1 nores,' and gtanting bowie! and premiums to the importers..of them 
from our colonies in North America. 
. It is the 'obfervation of ao.judicious .iter t. that the advancements whW:b 
have been made ,in fhipping,- commerce, manufactures. and in all kiads 
of induiby, fin<:t the palling of this raw, have been prodigious. IUld i.t can
not be denied, even by the bittercft enemies oithceainifter, that thK natioaal 
impro~ ..... principOlly due to hi;' liberal ..,d enlarge4 fpirit. He 
adds ... 1 ounperfuaded, that importial-poi.o/ity will acltmwlcdge, that if .. er 
a ftatefinan deCerved well of the public, Sir Robert Walpole was that .&,0;" 
And yet none of the Englilb lIiftoriam have poid a :. tribute of appJaut. 
to thefe beneficial exertions of mmi'ru:riaI 'capacUyl wh1t

f rome cL them .... 
with .. todious rmnuterier .. into a cIotaiI of foreign ~ .. 1IId echo''!Iiia 
.... to the 9ther the nncf faiIiac t"Pic of Han<>rerian Wo-.iwhllt filet' 

.:; , - ' 
• ClaDd1et, vol. "6t P~"" . " prin~cd, but 1U:.J,publillaed.-ADdcdoa Ot.. 
t ~tkt'. T.bcory of Commerce, po t 49. Comm......cbtl .. \ Itiutt, po 4)6. ' 

adl 
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dwell with Q1A1ignNit pleafure on thQfe pam of hw copdua, which in their Chapter .. . 
opiDion, prove dae afccDdallcy of i.n1Iuence and corruption; while thel ce. 17_'1017U. 

peat !be fpeeches yd "'proacb .. of opjiofition, tbey fuffe¥hefe iAlutary regula_' .... 
tions., ~hich ought,to render the name of Walpole dear to every ~gl!fbmat1, 
to be principally confined to books of rates and taies, and only to be men· 
tioned by commercial writers. 
~ Although Sunderland had refigned all his official employments. yet.he fiiH Influence of 

retained his inllue~.at court; and never heartily coalefced with the new minif~ Sunderland 

ten. He had obtained the appointllleot of lam C:uteret to be fecreta7 of ftate , nill diml
in- the place of Craggs, .who died on the 16th of February, and the prefident. n led. 

fbip of the courw:il f'{ lord Carleton, in preference to the duke of Devon-
ihire, who 1Ias fuppctted by all the Influence of Towniliend and Walpole. 
He fomented a divi'on in the cabinct, and carried Ceveral points in oppofi. 
tion to ~e other members. . 

.The ,qmdutl:: ofSundctlinct.at t~s period, is involved in 10 much myClery, Myfiery or 
as to kave his charad:er open to every fufpiciou. It is impoffible to afcutain hi. condut\. 
to what fatal purpofe he meant to etij9loy his afcendancy over his fovereign, 

.or to What extremes he might have been driven by his difguft againft the 
prince afWales; he intrigued with theTories, and - made overtures to biOlOP 
Atterbury. He prWOfed, at a time when the. ferment occa.fioned by the 
South Sea fcheme was at its extreme height, to diffolve the parliament, 
and induced the king to fantl!o; his views, by perfuading him that there 
was not money enough in the trafury to fecure the return of a Whig 
majority, and ts'at the Tories, uoder his influence, would fcrecn the 
projdtors of the South Sea, and [upprefs all snquiry on the fubje8: . But 
thTs dangerous and infidious propofal wu overwled by' the (agadty and 
intrepidity Qf"..\Valpole, wlo(lV"I'leli:Dted tbe extreme c1.nger and impo-
!icy of tbe me.a{ure, and t~. on himfeif the charge of finding tho fums 
necetfasy to fupport tbe Wliig lIIljority t. Sunderland did not dare to 
avow any intimate colmcc9;jon witbl Of preference of tlf TorjesJ and was 
09lised to yield to tbefe uguments "!'Ii ~uranccs; but the ' Pmender and 
tloe ~cs <crt~y, at thia,timc, .-u;.cd ti)< moft. fanguiJoe hopes. 
Sunderlan4.~Il ... t favowil< rntb them and the Torie., bit hit.lth 
w .. conftaal,ly d~ tAY lbe"" and tbeyaB:etl:ed tp be «cure of attaibing, by 
~ mp.ns, the ~pliftuneDt of their withes. . _', 
:~ all the ~~y1flpele had l1¢or;mpj to f»s ~Ujg"1P hi. c9~n
l?o~ c:v .. \>i&._.Ii"·1iiC.j,!&Sunder~,f">jn,the.l)Ige of , t\le houf~ of 

, 
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Coll1,,01I', coulcl eX1>!ote the crime 06 havin, fuperfeded th.t atnbltious ol1d 
dtomiaeeriAg minillcr ot.the head of thc{reakrry, who dreaded his abiiries ahd 
popularity, aIlcl wh6-&.w in him a 'riv!l not unlikely to fU'Piant Mni. I~ the 
canfirlenc"e 'end favour of the' (overeign. Sunderland, jealous of his growi[1g 
power, 'ddumim:d either to remove him from his fituation in the houfe of , , 
common<;. or again to ob~in his difmiffion. Under the femblnnce of favO'Ur, 
he T(·ql'ldl.ed the king to creare him.poftmaftcr gener3t fOT life; a Incra. 
ti\'c office, which if he had recciycd would have inc3.J>Kitated. him from 11 

feat in parliament, and jf he refofOO. would [ubject him to the refentment 
of his fovercign. Contrary. however, to his expeClatipn$, George inquired 
if Walpole h=td ddired it. or was !ltquainted With it: Sbnd('rland replied in 
the negative: co then" returned tbe king." do not make"l4m the o~r, I parted 
with him ol\Ce againft l!lY inclination. and l will never part with him &gam 
as long as be is wiuttg to (erve mo'-:" This unexped:ed demur fllfpended 
tbe ddi.gns of SunC"ierland; and hi .. qel.th. which happened on the 19th ~f 
APril 172.2, prevented his attempts to.remove Walpole, which, confidering his 
influence otnd afcendanq. might llave .n finotlly fuccefsfuJ. 

CHAPTER THE TWENTY-THIRD: • 

MUli"lo/ tlu .ew Porliamtnto-lflla°burY't:S.¢!.0-MtlflOirJo-Bill of Pajns 
IIndi'tn/l/Jits.-CondMEl ih.E~t1t.-D(1If • ilX on Int ERfJlU oj RomfJ1f 
C4IlIo/irs, and N:"1J1rors. 

T HE parliament, in purf.lanoe _ -cpil'ion of Walpale, was nOj di/'. 
fdlved until the lath ofMo/tb, afI!W ..,,1:JI!fon:" would b.ve'died'. 

natural ~ .. th, Tbe new~ifl'emblMon ihe .. ~,pfOC\oober; &lid it 
foon appeared,-that the pli:>miI'e.of Walpole: t\) ~ • ~ority of WMr;I 
was fulfilled, 

• During the f!!rtncuo: ot~..J:r&I ~;;~'iiiat m wfIicb bllhilJ>" At
iemury .. as tile hi!a4, __ . , llnd'lWm 'iJIe'J;eI\tioso:,lIf. in 'the kiAg'i 
fpecc:b, it bccaa!e tl!c 6!il oliod, whid> engaged the attentiqp. ,of t", I~, 

,. H ..... Wolp"I ... Etovp,Joly l', '1)1, c.mj!OOdau:c, II:rio<I m, 
ture, 
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!Ufoi, A. Walpole, from hi. (~and intelligenoe, proct>red tlle ~lioI1: 
infoanuion of this confpiracy, and tfHlk an adive fha.rc ip. the profec!tition, 
I fliall throw together' . few antedotes of ]>i/hop' Atterbury, and add 
fuch n.~ ulformatidn ;IS <an be derived from the 'Orford and Walpole P.-
pers, : _ . 

Francis AtterbuIY was born at Middleton, oW' Newport Pagoel, in Buck· 
inghamlhirct in t66a .. He recei¥cd his education at \Veftminlter [cbool, 
and was from thence ele~ /lucien' of Chrilt Cburch College Oxford. At 
bpth places·lac~ imi~tig.ple pains in Improving himfdf, and.at a very 
early period, was diftinluiChed fOr the e1ogAn~e of his tane. an.d his knowledge 
of clafficaf- literature. which he dtfplayed in a lAtin verfion of Dryden's 
Abfalom arid Achitopbd,.and a tranila.tien of fame odes of Horace. In the 
i4th yelT of his IF' he proved his talents in colltroverfial writing, by vindi· 
cating Manin Lutber, in a puP1ica.tion"which induc~d hurnet .to rank him 
among chofe eminent divines who had fignalifed themfeJves by thtir ndmir~ 
able defences of me Proteftant rdigion. 'On taking orders, he acquired a 
high reputation bynis talent In pfeaching, and by fupporting, agaiftft Hoadly 
and'Wake, .the doCtnnes of the hJgh church. Bred up in Tory principles,. 
he wrote in favour of paffive obedience, and difplayed fa' much learning and 
ingenuity, that he was chofen prolocutor of the lower houl'e of convocation, 
and chiefly m~d the affairs in that affembly. A fimi\arity of opinion 
induced tUm wanuly to efpoufe the caufe 'of .his friend Sachcverel, and be is 
fuppofed to have had the principal Chare in drawing up the maftel'ly de
fence which the I doCl:or delivered at his trial. He W'd.s firft patronifed by 
Sir Jofeph Trelawney. binlOp or Exeter i appointed by tlie Tory admini· 
ftration of queen AlIne, dean ~f Chrift cburch, a.ntl, in ~:7r3, advanced, at 
the recomme~tion of the ud of OxfOrd, to the bifhoprk of Rqchefter 
and' deanery of Weftminller. At, that period he was in Ibch hig~ eilima.
tion with the qt:Iten and' miniftry, that he W :1S not unfreq\!entw confultCfl in 
points of the' limft irripotradCe; h. WaJ, always inimical fo trti'fllcceffion of 
die ti'ahover line, and on the death of queen Anne, was acrufed, by Har
court. of havi3g offered to aIiift: at the proclamation of the Pretender, in bis. 
lawn ReeYes'1'.oo wJ~ond and Bolingbroke declined taking any vigor
ous ftCI': i!. ~ to'ltA excl&itned, ~ Never was a better caor~ loft for 
~,t offpmt:: l't ~,jlI?rta"tlllrt b. wasmvolved in the fchemOsoHfollog_ 
~~? and a ~rr&.~~ift:r ;. f~ the qut<n', .pth, P""''' 
tJIi!I~me ~ce . In hIm, 

'On tlie ::lccef!oit of G~ the Firft, he recelVtd ev"q:~ marks ,at calef-+. er- the IlCW {overe~ .• anoI on the brealting ,9\1' of the .. bellion, g.v~ 
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4'meld m. an i~nce .n'.~~0ll. by ~Iig to 6gn the dec~tiOn of tIti"b;' 
~'.to"", !hOps,'lll &vOur of the c""",," He uoifotm1y employed hi, great ~nCt 
'\.. ·--';n the bOl1('e of lords, in oppofing the meafures of go~nmentJ and· in draw· 

ing up the moil violent "proteRs. Atterbury was 9f & refUef, afpi~g temper 
-and eager to obtain the higheft haDours of the church, which he would cer~ 
tainly have acquired, hl.tf not queen Anne died. _ The a&ivc put which he 
had taken during her reign, againft-thtf.ce'P:QV# the houfe of Brunfwick. 
and his unifoqn oppofition' to tbe govemme~ the ntW fovereign, pre~ 
eluded him from all erpelO.tion, of pro'i'oJIo~.. But ~ Sunderl'lJld 
<;ourted the Tories, a.nd made overture; to biro u tG the Jeader of the dif
deaoa party, his conduCt Was fo equivofal, that bis friends" r~bed him 
-with havjng deferted his principles; &Dd his eDCmiCl did not he.6tate afi"crting 
that he had engaged in a confpira.cy againft the govC'lTu¥nt, becaufe "his de
m&nd of the biLhoprick of Winchefter wu rej;fud. There (eerns, however, to 
be no foundation for thefe refkoftiomi; it is probable, that in liIkning tothe 
overtures ofSundcrland, he conceived hopes. that the minifter was inclined to 
promote the caufe of the Pretender, and that SunderI'a.nd was dvped by 
him, rather than that ·he was duped by ~underland . And If w~ may judge 
from the inflexibility of his dwalter, there is Iea!on to believe that he rejeCted 

."nrpiracy 
diJ ... ovcred by 
the rrgent. 

llabeascor· 
DW Cufptnd. 

all offen of promO\ioo. and was never iaclincd to defcrt his party 1'. 
It appears from Sir Luke Schaub's correfpondence fropt Pans:, that the 

firft intflDation of the confpiracy m which he was engaged. came Ctyro the rc~ 
gent duke: of Odtan" to whom the agents of the Pretender copImunicated 
the plot. in hopet of tocciving affi!lance from him. and that he ~trayed them 
to the king of England. . • 

Tn confoquenco of his full convidioij of dlt truth and danger of the con
fpiracy, Walpole took a very ad:ive {hare in. conduC\:ing the profecution; 
He 6rft "",ntioDed it 1o the houfe. wheD the bill Jor Cutpending the ha-
1¥as oarpus .. & was oppofed. and a motion made to limit its duration 
to fix ' moo. This motion bei", ~oogly ..-I. ably C~. li:emed on 
the 'point of beU>g carried. when WaIpoIo!.t p.forO the hoUre fome parti
culars of the c90Cpirt.cy ; he lAid. "That <tloli'~ ~(ign "" formed abou,t 
Chriftmao !aft; that tb. CtIIIfpinton ha4 at fird ~ ,application to lOme 
potentates abrcod, for an ~ of 5_~"' khat being de!)ied, "'ey 

.Aft.eiwards, about tile ~.w,~,~,~ appIlcatioo, ~.~ft 
l.oIIao= for 31°00; ~~ .... ~¥' loa their "~·II>cd."oni a..,. 
foreign ~e. tbeyoore!'oI,.. deCpe.r.teIt" to &0 OQ, Ix» _.'1 is. in tbe~ """ 
ibaeth. .00. ~ dr:pepdUrg on the diCalfeClion of \IIlli;1abd; _ tha~ 
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t~eil'firft .ttempi was to liave ~." the feiti'ji.,p( tbC b'~k·. the .. ch~uer. 
ad(! otherj'places where the public mone}' was 10t!,ted: tba.t'afthough tovcm~ 
ment had u!1dpubted informations of tlli'5 plot eVer fi'ncc Miy-JaR:; no per .. 
fons 'n~ been :lpprchended, bcc;lufe there being theh two tertnJ coming or. 
t6gethert they would have had the benefit of the NOOUlt tOrplil ad; and their 
arreft was deferred till the long vttC'ation." He added, " TMt the tniterous 
cldigns againft hi~ 1n:ljcfty's perf On and government" had been projeaing 
ever lirtce the dctlth of the late queen; :.lnd evident proofs would ap· 
pear thllt th~ had becil a meeting of forne confidernble pen ens, one of 
whom was not far off, Wherein it had been propared to proclaim tbe Preten .. 
dec at the Royal Exchange j that an exaCt account of this deteftable cort-
fpiracy would, in due time, he laid before parliament." He concluded, b}' 
obferving, II that although it was true, that !'be habeas CDr pus act had never be~ 
fore been fufpended for above fix fhOn\bs ; yet, as the· lords had made this 
fufpenlion for a whole year, if the commons fhould propafe any alterntion, it 
might occafian :l differeftce between the. two houfes. wruch. :1t this tifge or 
jealoufy llnd danger. might be attended with bad effeas in foreign courU'· ... 
Accordingly the bill W:\S carried by n majority of 146 againft 193. 

Bills of pains and penalties having been p.3.ff'ed againft the inferior agents, 
Plunket, Kelly, 1lOd Layer, that' of the binlop became the ohjcCt of general 
attention. In confequencc of the report of the committee, 3. btll was brought 
into the houfe of commons, for fubjeEting him to banifhment and depri
vation. On receiving a copy of the bill, he wrote a letter to the {peaker, 
requiring to have the affiftance of counfel and {olicitors in making his de-

. fence, which was granted. Having ohtl).ined this indulgence, he laid before 
the houfe of lords, a petition, ftating ttiat, by an order of their haufe, no 
lord might appear by counfel before: rhe boufe of commons. 1hat he ~ 
under great difficulties bow to ill, and reqtsefting their direCtions. It was 
a.ccoidingfy -.moved,'" That the bifbop being a lord ofparliament,"ought not . 
to anfWCl, or make his deTence by c~nreJ) or othetwife, in the houa of com .. 
mons, " " bill there, depend.i-tJg." This motion j prodo~<!d an argtll'nedt of· 
fome Jei>gth, wbich. '/Oil' tcmiilfated bY'he otifervatlon orl1Je duke ofWnar' 
ton, .... That (file biniop-lUiving atre'ady appue"-to the houteiof ebmmon!,'ht . 
& Jetter to their (~e.r) fOr counfe}, it wa.s' prepofierous now for him-to pray 
the lords not to gi~ ·him leave to be heard bd"Qie rhe commons, which waf) 
the QAft of}l1 ect}tion." And"upon a fecond' queftion, leave was given for 
li1nl to De heard ."y hi! counfe1. or 'Otherwife. 'as he ~t thinlt ~roper. -Uft, 
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thustohi,own!lili:retiQll,onlbe day he ~ e:JPCtled to have DUdehls~ 
he .w.t4, lett,,!.lo tbe rp.:iJ(er. 'natil1g. .. That he !bould. decline givi", that 
hou!e any trouble, cantentiag himfelf with the opportunity, if the bill went 
~n, of making his defeoce before another, of which-he had the honour to be 
a member. U The billlta.ving pafi"ed the COIlUDOns, was fent up to the lords,. 
and on the 6th of May, he was brought to the bll.f t9 make' his defence; be 
m.tdc a long and artful rpc:ech himfelf, and his counfel, Sir Conftantine 
Phipps and Mr. '~l}'nne, difplayed great zeal and ability; but the bill finally 
paffed t~le lords, and received the royal affc:nt It. 

The confpiracy in which Atterliury was concerned, .md fur which he was 
exiled, has (bared the fate of many other plots which have not been carried 
into execution. It was at the time credited by One part)', and dlfbelieved by 
the oth~; and even fubfequent writers have, according to their principles, 
conGdered it as real pr pretended. ThcJlublic opinion of the minifter is. 
fufficiently known from the aCtive p;\rt which he took in difcovering and 
countcr:l{t:ing the ~on(pir&Cy. and his private opi.n"ioe is detailed in a confi
denti41 lettcr which he wrote to his brother H orace, then cnvoy at the 
HagJe; ahout three months before Atterbury was arreficcl t. 

It would be. necdlcfs as well as tedious to canvafs the principal arguments. 
for or againll bifhop Atterbury. It will be fufficien.t to ob{erve thit the proofs. 
of his guilt, though not derived from pofitivc, but from circumfbntial and 
'prefumptive evidence, were as ilrongllSthe nature of the cafc would admit of. 
c~fidering tbe early period at which the plot was difcovere<4 and the 
great art and talents of the culprit, they were fuch as to ftamp on the im~ 
partial mind, the moft indelible conviction. It WU. indeed a ftrong proof 
of the lenity of government, that a bill of attainder was not brought in ~ainft 
him~ and that he was only puniflu:d, with deprivation and blllliOunent. 

The commitment of the b!{bop pf Rocbefter to tl1e Tower~ had occafioned 
g:reat: clam0UJ'5. Under pretence of his being afflicted with the gout, he 
was publiiY prayed t for in molt of the.q,urch., of London and Weftmin
t\cr,.Dd a·print of him was circulat.ed, in which ht: was ~prefented jockfng 
tbrough the pt. of • pmon, aod hold;.g in 4W hand • . portrail iit .rcb-. 
lIilbop Laud. with fame v.rf~1 como!iferatut bi.. fit ... tiol1, aod caI~. him 

....... ___ - _ .. - -" a.fecond.J..aud,... , 
". Whore chrifti.oa co~,ll<IIIiin,fan but God:' 

c. . 
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SIR ROBE'itT WALPOLE. .,. 
Ii was alro BPPliChended, that his removal C!n board the thip whith" "'IS to ~ Sf. 

t:bnvey him into banifilment, would have been the f1gna.l of inrUlTtd:.ton, but ,yutol7SI ' 
no tumults took place. \¥aJpole, in "a letter to To",nfhend, dated Whitehall '-' _= .... .-_J. 
June :10, .1]2.3. thus (peaks of his emharkatiotf: . I 

" The late hifhop of Rochefier went away on ruefday.' The 'croud 
tha! attended him before his embarkation was not more than was upetl:ed ; 
but great numbers of boats attended him to the Chip's Ctd~ Nothing verr 
extra.ordinary., but the duke of Wharton·s beha<Aour, who went on board the 
velfe) with him; and a. free callverfation betwixt his hOlinefs and William.. 
fon .. i with menaces of a day of vengeance." ... 

Many reports have been circulated concerning the -(everity with which 
Attorbury was treated in the Tower; but upon a candid examination of the 
fatls alledged by the bilhop and his friends. we h&ve no reafon to imagine 
that he underwent more risour than a ftatc prifoner accufed of a trea
[anable conrpiracy ufually meets with. The followjng infrance of lenity 
is not generally known. H e was arrefied in Auguf1:: 1]2i ': Tl}.e ar
ticle5 of imptachment were brought into the houfe the 2.3d of March 
'7Z3, paffed.che houfe of commons on the 9th of April; he fpoke in his 
own ckfence on tbe . 6th of May, and on the 2. 7th, the king gave hjs n1yal 
nff'ent to the bill of. pains and penalties. During the interval between~. 
impeachment and ~ondemnationJ feveral chapters were permitted to be held, 
under hi! aufpices as dean of Weftminfter, and the fubdean was allowed 
to aCt as his proxy. During the month of :May, not Ices tha11 eight chap
ters were held for figning leafes. and on the 31ft, it was agreed " That 
the leafe of the [flan" of Penlham be now fealed and lie in the chapter 
clerk's hands as an .~crol~ till the bills he has.fent up for the fines are du~ 
and paid. this being 'the Ian. chapter likely to be held till another de.1Jl be 
made, and that the prefent dean have his proportion of the fine t ." Tqis 
unu(ual mode of proceeding~ by which a very confiderable fine was, "before 
payment, refcC\."ed for Atterbury. W$IIS entirely owing to the conniv3llce, if not 
to the interferen.ce of government~for it is a well known ma, tb."lt the birhop 
u Ilochdl:er had offended the charter by his overbearing bel\aviour. 

Atterbury received the tribute 0 , applaufe from the firft poet~ of his time'! 
Swift, Pope, and Gay have not omitted to pay high encomiums to hi~ talents 
and Iearlling. Gay o{,ferves, j" his Epirue to p'opt; 

u Set llo4rtftell- approviog M<b bis head, 
« ADd ranks one mQllern with \he JIlighty doitd." 

't Gow:raer of the Tower. 
, r am indebted for 1he communlutloll of 
tld=~ lakUl from\l\1! Chapter Boob, 

10 • friclld who iii. prtbt-ndatjL of WdbniA. 
nu. 
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PQ)!O,in.l\ia ,Epilogue !q tbe Sat .... ddi:ribes his unjhaken 6rmncfo and 
reJilm'rion ",',be hour of p1ofecution: 

" How pleating Atterbury'" fofter bour; 
" How Ali,nes his foul unconquer'd in the Tower." 

Pope and Swift keptl up a conftant corrcfpondence with him during his 
exile. and a1wats expreired the higheft fentiments of veneration and relpeCt 
for his cham8-.er. Popc, rn particular, almoft idolifed his btnifhcd friend, 
and wa's fully convinced of his honour and integrity, a.nd that he was of a 
mind too Doble to ~ It'd by the [pint of vengeance to cabal ag&inft his 
country. 

How ign,orant .. Pope was of his real charaaer, and how much Atterbury. be
' lic4 hi! admirable portmit of a good and wife man in exiJe *, neither admg 
from a pIin~iple of refentlllent, 'Of impelled by revenge, was proved by his 
fubfequent conduct:. He had no fooner landed on the Cuntinent, than he threw 
himfelf into the fervice of the Pretender, and became the principal agent of 
his affairs, tirft a~ Bru{feJs, and afterwards in France. .. • 
" The advocates of Atterbury have in vain endeavoured to deny or palliate 

this fad::; and to imprefs a belief that he never attempted to excite a rc~ 
hellion in England; and that for the purpore of avoiding folicitation5 from 
thoe JacQbites,,he quitted. Paris, and went to Montpelier in 1728, where be 
.re£ided &Pove two yean t: but the contrary is proved fcom the molt un~ 
queftion3.ble .evidence, from his private correfpondtnce with the rebels in 
'Scotland, in J72.5. publifhed by Sir David Dalrymple; from the tcpeated 
Accounts tranfmitted by Horace Walpole, during hi" embaify at Paris; from 
"the infornutiou of [piest wbo difcovcred his cabals. and from the corre· 
fpondenee between him and h~ fon-in-law Mr. Morice, of which extrafts 
are p~ in the fecond volume. It appears alfoi from his own account t, 
that he quitted managing the affairs of t,he Pretender in J 7~8, fcom difguft, 
and nol. 'from principle. • 

In f.ltt, Atterbury was of too aCpiriDg" temper 1<> lilt • fecondary PI:It: 
he expected to bave been the pr;"cipalmanagero(!hc;<&bals in France,aQdto 
havc been employed in carrying on the correfpondellCe! with the difaffetic:d in 
England, But on finding ihat lord, M-¥ ~ n;u.,., were more trolled tho" 

hi!'ltclf, 
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tilmfelf, be ende&,"Oun:d t. undermine their inJluen~ With tlm view lie ett
Read ioto cabals wilh Murray and Hay. whofewife was.the.rH:iWol1der'J.n:Wbr(s. 
and tbe ca.ufe that his con fort, the princers M:uia Clement ina, had h;~ iii
to a convent, and publidy dcmtndeilll reparation. Although Attrrbury wa 
fcandalifed a( the Pretender'~ inconGficnt conduct, and difgufied with the 
inftuence of Hay, yet he meanly condcfcended to join in intrigues witb him 
and Murray. juflified the P~tendert reviled his con{ilrt, and prediCted that 
{he would repe.1t of her inilrcr.:t~n when her hufband wu feftored to the 
throne of his anceflol"S, which event his fanguine exptC\:ation agi\in led h.im 
to confider as not far diftanL He had no (oOiler fu"eeded in deftroying 
the lnHuence of Mar and Dillon. than ht: be<:ame jealous of Hay and 
Murray, reviled the PreteDder, juftified his confort, and retired from Paris, 
expreffing a conviction thaUhe foUies ao,d vices of his attainted fovereign ex

-duded all hopes Of effeCtually rerving 'him. During his refidence at Mont_ 
peUier, he aifcCl:ed a love of retirement, and 3. fondnels for the calm pleafurcs 
of a country life; but in the midft of thett- philolophical rc\"eries he did not 
I't'linquiih his. cabals for fupplanti. H .ly and Murray; and aft er a yeu·s 
continuance at Montpellier, returned to Paris for the purpoft of compJeting 
his fcheme-. 

At this pc.riod his condu8: was remarkable for duplicity: for while he 
teemed abforbed in projeCl:.s for obtaining the a[cend:lncy in tlre court of the 
Pretender, he Wa,$ looking fl>rwards to England with fond expe8.ations of an 
ad of gncc. Soon after his return to Paris, he held frequent conferences in 
the Bois de Boulogne, with the Duchefi of Buckingham, natural daughter of 
J-.mes the Second, for the oftenfible purpofe of giving her advice concerning 
the education of her ' fon. The real objet\: of thefe conferences was not 
diIcovered until her arrival. at :kome, when ale prevailed on her brother to 
remove Hay and Murray, aod inveft Atterbury . with the principal manage .. 
ment of his affairs in France. His fanguine expectations foon led him to 
anticiPlte the fall of Sir Robert, W~pole, whom he always coofidtred as the 
got.teft fuppert of the reigning tamily; and whofe difgrace. he tbought, 
""uld be folJ01IW by tbe afcendancy of the ]=bite party in England, and 
the reftoruion of the Stuarts t. - .. 

Notwithftaoding hil'boaft09 philofophy, Atterbury patTed hi, time in exile, 
ia & manner which roflefu no credit on the firmnefs of his mind, or the purity 

:-of.his principles. Tho-rcftletl'nefs of his temper, his afpiring ambition, his 
~n1int cabal~ his tInious defire to 'rc;turn, the narrownefs of his income, com .. 

, km hucllif.cncc from Paris: Orford aac:I Walpole Papcra. t Ibid. 
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pared with bU lormer ,.."lIIfenCC, and tbe contIRua1 dqreCtio~ of his partizans in 
~d,'.~ upon a mind like his, fed with hopes which were conftantly 
diflrrowHlted, and flung with iefentment which could not be gratified. His 
6tuation was embittered by the ill conduct of h is fon, and by the death of 
.his beloved daughter Mrs. Morice, who expired in his arms, and of which 
{ad event he has given a pathetic account in a. letter to ·Pope. He died at 
Paris, on the 15th of February 17.11. in the 70th }'car of hiS age. 

One faft highly hCJllourablc to him. ought not to br.: omitted; he I"C

~ned, at all times, true to the Protefiant religion, and rcgubr in the per
formance of its dutie:;. H e reprobated with warmth, the condud: of the 
.duke of Wharton, lord North and Grey, and others, who h:1d lacrificed their 
"Iigion with a view to obtain the Pretender's favour; hI! c,'en quarreUed with 
the Du~ of Berwick, who propofed giving a Catholic preceptor to the young 
~uk.e of Buck.ingham, and uf.d his infiueJ\ce over the duchcfs, to placc noor: 
but Protefianls about the pt:rfon of her fan, 

A !hart lIme before his death, Atterbury was alam1etl, left his papen 
lho~d fall into the hands of governmeat" and that their contents fh ould en~ 
danger.fome of his cClfrefpondents, Several of the mofl: feeret he deftroyt:d,and 
with a view to [ecure the remainder, he l.pplied to lht! Englilh cmbaffador, lord 
\Valdegmve. to affix his fcal on them, that they might be delivc:q9 to his e~c
-cutors". But lord \Valdegrave dedimd this de1tcate exertion of 'his diploma
tic privilege, alledging that Atterbury was not intitled to the rights ofa BritIfh 
fubjca:. His motives for this refufal were derived from an unwillingnefs to 
place himfelf in the embarraffing fituation of receiving orders from his own 
court, to deliver up the .confidential dcpofit of an exile, Atterbury then ap~ 
plied to the French govcnnent, but fome clitiia.dties ariling, he .witlldrcw 
his folicitation. ~nd died before he had made .. Cftic:t\:uaJ arrangement. On 
_his death, John Sample, a Cpy in the pay _ government. who lived in 
.habits of intima.cy with the bifhop. endeavoured to obtain poffdIion of the 
papers, fQr tht. orlenfib.lc purpore of fcnQ.i!lt them to the Pn:tender; _but the 
friends of the deceafed interpofccl; the i-txn 'were fent to the Scots Oil.
lege, ;md the feal of office affixed. Morice, his fon~in-l8W and executor, 
o~lned all thofe which related to family afi'airti, and the remainder "'tie 

It:.ft in the cOllege. On hi, return to England, :bi, jla.pers were feizcd~ and 
Jvlorice was examined before the pri", counfe!' Several of thefC docu
ments, ~ith the marks of oijee, a.re p~ among the Orford papers ~ 
they' contain part of the aJftiefJKmdente OOWetR -the bi!hopand hi. fn-ia . 

• Com{pondence, Period tV. Article AttO'bu.y. 
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law, feveral rniCccUaneous articles in Atterbury's hand-writing, and rome 
letters from William Shippen, rt.Iating to the charaaer of Hampden, in 
Clarendon'$. Hiftory, which Oldmixon accuCed Atterbury, bifhop Smal
ridge and Dr. Aldrich, of having interpolated, to which accufatioD the 
bithop publiChcd a fatisfa8::ory aafwer •. From thefe papers I feleCtion of 
the maft curious articles is given tn the correfpoAdence. 

The hithep's body was conveyed to England, for the purport ofbeiflg inter
red in Weftminfter Abbey. On its way the hearre was fropped, and his coffin 
opened, which occafioaed a great outcry againft tbe minif\.crs, as if their yen· 
gcance continued to purfuc him eyeD after death; but it foon appeared that 
this indignity proceeded from th~ cuftom-houfe aRleers. who had informa
t ion that a conGderable quantity of brocades. and other prohibited goods, was 
concealed in the coffin. T,bis (carch being dfed:ed, the hearfe was [offered to 
proceed without moleR:ation, and tbe body, after fame UI8iCUlty, was buried 
Ul \Veftminfier Abbey. 

Soon after the fufpenHon of the habeas corpus aa. Walpole introduced 
a bill for railing £. 100,000, by Jaying a lax on the e!latt! of Paplfl:s. which 
was afterwards extended to alJ Non-jurors. The hberal fpirit of the preCent 
age, copdemns a. meafure which tended to increafo the difaffcCtion of a larg<: 
body of fubjetls, and which the arguments advanced by the minifter in its 
favour were allculated only to palliate, but could not ju{hfy. Fat on being . 
urged by fevera! members, and particularl)· by OnOow, who declared his 
abhorrence of per[ecuting &IlY fet of men becaufe of their religious opmions, 
WaJpole reprefeot-ed It the grelt dangers iocurred by tlus nation fince. 
the refonnation, from the conftant endeavours , of Papifu to fubvert our 
Jlappy ~nftitutioJl and the Proteftant religion, by the P\Oft cruel, violent, 
and unjufti6a.ble methods; that he would not takc upon him to charge 
any particular perfon alDOl1@: them, with being concerned m this horrid con~ ' 
(piracy: That.it was notorious that many of them. had been engaged in the 
Prefion rebeIJion, and fome were e~teQ for it; and the prd'CDt pet wu
contrived at Rome, and cO'Dntena.n.ced in popifh countrlel J tb.t many fA th6 
Papifts were nOL.only wcll-wiOteq, to it, but had tontributed large fum. fOl 
(0 nefarious a purpOre, apd therefore he thought it put reafonable they fboulQ 
bear an extraordin&ry O)&J'e of the expences to which they had fubjetb:d the 
nation +". "Whatever opinions may be formed of tbi, mcafuJe, accORiing .to 
the ftri{t rules of th~tica.l jufHce) the policy was unquefti.onablc. TbiJ 
inl\ance. of rigour dlidually difcouraged the Papifto from colltmuing their 
attempts againA: the government. and operated as a conftant "beck on the 
turbulent [pint of the Non-jurm . 
. 
• 'fte bUb,op"l VV:.ditaUoD it printed in Anetb4ty'J Eptftolary CcnmpoMmCl', by Ni;.bob, 
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IPn/pole'I SDn TIrade tl Pl'n'.- Chm'aller, Yie.'WI.,_ dlli! INtrigue! of. Czt/fret.

Struggle in the C(lbinet f or Pre-emillrf/ r(.-' Contd/ for r OIl /illllilig or rcmO'1,Jing 
'Sir Luke Schauh,-Miffion of H orace Walpole /0 Paris.-Dralh 0/ the D uke 
of OriconJ.-. Sucuftful Efforts of "fo'UJlif/iend and W nlpo!r.-Srhoub recalled, 
Huraa Walpole nombulw l Emh(l.Q'ador.- Clzangt in Ike minijlJ)' ; Carlerel np
poinud Lord Liell/mant oj Ire/and.-UtJtlllimity ilt PorJ;omtnf.-IVa/poI8 madt 
-K"igll, of Ike Batk and GarUr. 

IN Ihis y~arthe king rewarded the fervices of\Va1pole. hy creating his (on 
a peer. Hitherto it had been cuflomary for thore who were intrutlcd wilh 

the Ghief direct-ion of affairs, to be placed in the houfe of lords ; and the 
fame diftinction had been offered by the lUng to him; but ' confciolls 
that his talents were heft a.\c\!lated for the houfe of commons, ahd that his 
confequcACc would fQon decline ifhe was called to the upper houfe, he' waved 
the dignity for himfelf, but accepted it for his fon, Who was created baron 
of "'~&lp0le, iA tl:1c county of Norfolk. The'" patent takcs notice 0f this cir
cumftance iR a manner highly honourable to the minifter: " Our moft be
loved anel moll. faithful counfeUor. Robert 'Valpole, 6rft commiffioner of the 
.treafary. with the affiftance of other feleCt perlbns. and chancellor of our 
exchequer, having highly rec9mmended himfelf to our royal favour, by his 
mat\f'li-rvices to UI, to'Our houfe, and to his own country, we did not think 
him u.~y to be advanced to the f1JJlk of t-he peers of thi, realm j but 
though ~ rather chu~ to merit the higheft -titles dlan to wear them; we have 
howevtr thought fir, in order to ennoble bU.t'6i1y, to conf<r on tbe (on tta,e 
hooollr due to the father, ami to niCe to thc;-,peenge ltObert Walpole, junior, 
d'quire, &c·. 

The d •• th, of Stanhope lL!Id Sand.rland iCemed to remove all obIUcle. to 
1M power of Townlh!nd an<! Walpole, WIoo now became tbe pt Jeoders of 
die Whigs, an<! being ~lf Wlited both in bloOd and iDtereil, coneentered 

" " • • ::npcUl. vol. '9, p. 494' .. 
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io tbf'mJelves the . favour of the crown, .and the confidence of their party_ 
~et notwithftanding thefe aufpicious·appearances. their authority was by no 
Incans cftabliOlcd -on a firm foundation; for be6des the oppo(ition. they had 
to ftruggle ag:linO: lord Carteret , who covered. under the appearance of devo
tion and friendfhip, inimical defigm, and united great talents with the mof\: 
afpiring ambition. 

John lord Carteret, wa~ f()U of George lord. Carteret, by lady Grace. 
u:lughtcr of John. the laft .carl of Bath. of the line of Granville . . He was 
bOrn in 1690, and {uccel-dt!d his fotther ill the title when he was only in the 
fifth year of his age; he was educated at Weftminiler fchool, and removed 
from theDoe to ·Chrifi. Church college Oxford. He made {uch an extraordi
nary progrefs in his dallicd fiudies as induc.d Swift ,to reproach him, in his 
humourous ftilc of panegyric, with baving carried away from Oxford, marc: 
Greek, Latin, and philofophy than bec!.me a perron of his rank -. To claffi- ' 
cal erudition he united a knowledge of the modem language", and every 
{pecits of polite literature. He had no fooner taken his feat in the houfe of 
peers, than he diftinguilhed himfelf by an ardent zeal for the Protc:lf.ant fue
ceffion, and on the acceffion of George the Firft was appointed Jarrd of the 
bed·chamber. 

On the (chifm of thevVhig miniftry, in t 7 I 7. he attached himfdf to Sunder-
13.nd j was appointed, in 17 I 9, embafiador extr'l.Ordinary at Stockholm, co.n~ 
eluded the peace between Sweden. Hanover, and Pruffia, which finally annexed 
Bremen and Verden to the eleaornte' of H;mo\'er; and mediated a reconcilia
tion between Sweden and Denmark, Soon after his return to England, he 
was promoted, on the death of Craggs, to the poft of fecretary of . frate for 
the Southern department, and divided in the cabinet with Sunderland and 
'Stanhope, to whom be owed his el~vation. againft Town~end and Walpole;. 
He, was 'efteemed onc of the moft eminent fpeakers' in the houfe of lords, for 
dignity of manner, p~of'Clocution, and force of argument, nlthoilgh hi. 
diCtion we often cenfured :1S too fiood and metaphorica.l. He acquired great 
fav9ur with the kiog, by his capacity for bufinefs and ,indefatigable applici1.~ 
rioh; by his petfetl:: knowledge of foreign affairs j .by the facility with which be 
C(JRverfed in French, Italian, and Spanilh, and by an acquaintana with the 
GermJln, which bc'ftu,died with a view to ingratii1te himfelf frill &.rtber with 
,his (cr:ereign. 

On the death"of SOnderlond, h. f«ro. to have hcfitoted whether helhoul<l 
form, in conj'unaiOO 'with ~ad~ anll Carleton, a party feparate from that 
of 'towluhend and WaJFo1e~ or ,oalefce with thore minifters. He wa!' more 

_ • Vindlc..ltiodofLord CUlmt, from tbe chara:e of favo\IriGs Acme blU TQrieI, Swift" Work5t 
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particularly urdUl at this juntlure, \;>ccaufe be had Cucce<dcd to the iIlSuenco 
wbich cul Stanhope poO'eO'cd in the cabinet of Ven.illes, by m .... of du 
Bois, who was gratified with 8. large penGon, and who bad b~en raifed, by the 
artful ma.nagement of the carl of Stair, to t.he office of minifter. for foreign 
UF.lirs. Du 8015 was no Cooner nominated.,to this poft, than he contrived to 
;J.ppropriate to himfclf the management of the moft fecret tranfad:.ions. All 
affairs of importance palfed through his hand'l alone j and the memben of 
the refpeCl:ivc councils wert dilinitfed -. Stair, who had condutled the ne· 
gotiations at Paris with gret.t addrcCs, having quarrelJcd with Law, whet 
thc.n directed the afl"ain 'of finance, and in conjunction with du Bois go. 
veroed the regent, Stanhope himfelf repaired to Paris, aad arranged in 
perron with the regent and du..Bois. the plan of future intercourfc and cor· 
rerpondence. Stair was recalled, and fucceeded by Sir Robert Sutton t~ 
The failure of the Miffiffippi k::beme,. which reduced F flllce to a flate of 
butkruptcy, and the difgmcc of Law, increafed rhe afccndencyof du Bois, 
and his Domination to the arcbbilhopric of Cambray, was furthered by the 
expre& interpofition of George the Firft t. 

On the death of carl Stanhope, du Bois was under greM alarm, left the 
new minifters fhould not treat him with the fame confidence; &Qd was fully 
aware that his credit with the regent would ceafe, jf the good underftanding 
wbich had been rcc.ently malntainod between England and France fhould be 
dimini.1ht:d. He wu, however, Coon undeceived; lord Town1hend, the new 
fccretary of ftate, exprd£ed his refolution in • letter § to du Bois, of main .. 
taining the fricod!hip between the two kingdoms, and paid particular com_ 
pliment> to him, as tbe perIOn wbo had 6rft Promoted ami condudcd the 
alliance, which had been 10 higbly bes>eficUl to ,both parties. 

On the death of Cragg>. and the removal or Sunderland. the apprcben
bOilS of du Bois were again revived and increafed by the reports of difunion 
in the Biitilh cabinet. and by CJ<_ratcd aceo_. of the ddi>=te ltate of 
alf&in in E.pnd, from the faihue of th, Soutll Sea !<:he ... i the qent o1fo 
experienced the ill dI'ca. of tboCe rwn""", r""" the vWCDt oppoBtion made 
to hi>.....runs by the porlil.a!ent of Pam, in eoQjuooaion with thoCe who 
<anfiderai the 01""- with E:IgIand .. no. 1eC, diIbooourable th"" cJttri.. 
..... taI • . For the purpofe of removing t!>*.oIonn .. ~r Luke Scb ... b .w .. 
c\cpu~ to Pvis by Carwet. Schaub ..... a native of Bali!, lIIIIi \oed. beep 
Il1>o coofidoutioI focret&ro.of"'-! St.eo<.opo. tIorough wbaat his Iirft carre-

• M~ de Du Clot.. £om,"! . ,. JOB. 
t s.rwicb &late Papas, .,.1. •. p&mo 

J Do Clot. 
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lpo..dence and connedions with du 'Bois had been principally condull:ed. CJ..p""" 
On the reconciliation with Spain. in 1719. he had been fent to Madrid, '71,10" ... 
where he remained till the arrival of William St&nhope, afterwards earl of L '"'= J 

Harrington. Soon after his return to Eugland, he repaired to Huover, and 
was employed by earl Stanhope in keeping up the harmony - between the 
two courts, and difpelling the doubts and fufpicions which occa6onally pre-
vailed on both fides. On the death of Stanbo~ he was confidercd by Gar. 
teref as the fitteA: perf on to repair to Paris. 

The arrival of Schaub gave g~at fatisfaCkion to du Bois, who placed no 
reliance on Sir Robert Sutton; and who c:z:pre!f4d a conviaion, tha.~ he 
fhould Jl.ot Jong maintain his credit with the rege,. if the confidence which 
that prince had hitherto repored on the king of England fhould be deltroyed. 
Schaub eafily convinced the regent of the king" fteadinefs to his former en· 
gagements, and thus fupported the authority of du Bois. Sutton was foon 
afterwards recalled, Schaub Colely 0WIagdd the alfairs of England, and hi> 
influence increafed, as du Bois was fucceBively created, by the interpo6tion 
of England, cardinal and prime minifter. During thefe tranfadiona, Schaub 
became the cb .. ne1 througb whom the cabsls of the Jacobi, ... and the in. 
trigues of Atterbury were communicated to the Britilh cabinet. 

Du Bois transferred his devotion to Carteret, as the minifter who was fup~ 
ported by Sunderland, and who boafted that he ha.d fucceeded to the influ
ence as well as to tbe principles of Stanhope: Schaub defcribed him as the 
perfon who principally dirct\:ed foreign affairs j and the friendfilip of du Boi!, 
whofe goodawil1 at this period W:1S highly prized, increafed the confequence 
and promoted the intereft of Carteret. 

On the death 01' Sunderland, du Bois ofl<red, through Schaub, to ure hi. 
inte",lt with ~ the Firft in faVOIll' of Cart ... t, bu, ftrongly adviCed 
him to coalefcc with Towmhcnd and W&lpole, becaufe he would on one fide 
fiod it diBicWt to place himfelf at the head of the Whigs, and on the other, 
it would be dangerous to throw the king into the anns of the Tories •. In. 
rqlly to there offen of affiftan~, Carteret expreffed his gratitUde to the car· 
dioaI, and informed Schaub, tllat he had pr<vioufly ",Colved 10 all: in that 
IJWl,Def, u we)). with a view to ,ptomotc tbe king'$, fervice as bis own parti
cular intt:r<ft. He 1Ioofu:d, thlt .be was Cufficiently ltrong to have no .~. 
benfions bJJt tboX which arire fr6m the common danger to which miniftus 
are fubjed:; be a.iidod, dat his principle! wQ.uld never changet &od intreated 
him to conviaoe.dao cardinal, that wore he not futly perfuaded of the &<><xl 

• C~ bctwtcA Lord Cwtm:l lAd Sit L\lk.c S(baub. lWdwkkc raPt", M.y 
'1U. . 
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intentions of his . colleagues, he would not continue long united with 
them ., 

Notwithfbnding thefe profeffions, Carteret never cordially coalefced with 
Tewnlhend and \Va.lpolc ; he conlidered himfelf as fu c:cecding to the: int~refu 
of Sund..:rJand and Stanhope, expreffed', in his letters and 4.:onverfation, the 
profounc.ldl: veneration for their memory. headed the remnant of their 
pan )' in the nritifh cabinet, and caballed with the leaders of the Tories, 
whom he: confidently aITured of fucccfs. by declaring thatile was fupported 
by thofe who go\'crned the king. He was led to make thi. declaration, 
which he implicitly believed, becaure he had fccured the concurrence of 
Bothmar and Bernfdorf"and had gained the countefs of Darlington, and her 
6U:er, the cotmtefs of Platen. whofe influence in the H anoverian coun!els he 
confidered as predominant. W Ith a view of effecting his purpofe, he adopted 
a propofal, made by Schaub, of a marriage bctween Amalia. daughter of the 
C?untefs of Pl<itCII , and the count de St. Florentin, fon of the marquis de la 
Vrilliere, fecrctary of nate, which was arranged under the condition, that 
George the 'Firfi Olould obtain from the duke ofOrk-ans, through the means 
of cardinal du Bois, a dukedom for the family ofla Vrilliere. The king eagerly 
favoured the fcheme, and likewife commiffioned Schaub to ufe his namo, 
provided be wa3 fecure that the requeit would not be reJetl:ed, and that du 
Bois could facilitate the grant of the duk.edom, without offc-nding thofe fa. 
milies who afpired to the fame honour.' 

Having thus obtained the concurrence of the king, Carteret entertained 
the moft fanguine expedations. that the managem.ent of ~his fecret tranfac
tion, COnfined to him and Schaub. would inc~afe his .inftuence in [he cabinet i 
yet as it -was foon known to many perfoos, 'he was alarmed left fame rumours 
fhould be circulated, and he cemmunicated :l part of the buGnefs to lord 
Townlh.end, but contrived to retain the negotiation en tirely in his own 
hands. With that view he defired Schaub to confine the confidential ae· 
count to his private cOrrefpontie.nce, and in his oftenflhle letters" to touch 
upon that afthlr only in general terms, and Jp,do it in fucb a.. maoner and 
with.ruth a tuJNeti as Otould make- it appelt as if h~ had not recei.ved any 
pt.rt.icular order on tbat fubject t. Thefe -private communications were .con-
llantly !hewn to tbe king, who cxprdfed his iatisf.t'tion in the bigbeft terms 
of .pprobation. • 

Carteret alfo drew from the .afpea. of nortPem affairs, high expeaations of 
increa1ing his influcD<e, by fomenting ,be king'. «[.nt_ -saina RIIIlia. 

• MI,. oJ, f TIl, Hudwide P.pm. t Ibid . 
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by fb.ttering his indination to interf~re in the affairs of Sweden. and by fa
vouring the opinions of thofe Hanoverian minificl"i, whore advice :1pptared 
to him to have weight in the councils of the German cabi~t. 

Since the treaty of Nyftadt, which rcftored pea~e to the Nurth, the only 
(ubjet\: of alarm. on the fide of Hanover. was derived from lhe Cuppert which 
the Czar gave to tbe duke of H olftein. both in his auempts to obtain ~le 
crown of Sweden, a~ to recover the duchy of Slefwic. Pettr, proudly (00-

[dow of his ftrength and refourccs, and of the formidable m:lrine which he 
had created in tbe Baltic, formed the moO: extenfive deligns of aggraudife
meDt, and promoted every meafure which might embarrafs George the Firfl. 
He had &tfumed the title of emperor, which the European powers rtfufcd to 
acknowledge. He affianced his daughter Anne·, whom he probably ue
figned for his fuccefi"or, to the duke of Homein, and fent to Copenhagen an 
embaiTador, to require that Slefwic fhould be reft.ored to the duke of H olftcin, 
and that his fubjefu. in the provinces conquered from Sweden, lhould be ex
empted from the payment of the Souq,d duties. When Frederic the FQunh 
rejeCted thefe demands, Peter fitted out a naval armament, aITembled a body 
of troops on the frontiers of Courland + j 3nd a new war feemcd on tho 
point of being kindled in the North. George the Firft, who by the treaty 
of Travenda.~had been conftituteo a guarantee of Slefwic, was bound to 
Cuceour his ally Frederic; he accordingly concerted the rnof\: efficacious 
means of defence- j an Englilh. [quad ron again appeared in the Baltic, and 
joining the Daniih fleet, fufpcnded the operations of Ruffia., and lJeter af':' 
terwards turDed his views to Sweden, where the weaknefs of the government, 
and the fury of contending f~io~, gave him the fairel\: profpecb of fuccers. 

Such was the general ~eet's hopes and intrigues, when the kJDg 
repaired to H&flovor. T ' had. not forgotten that his removalt in 

• J 716. had bun principally ow~ to his continuance in ,EngllUld, by which 
means a full. fcope was given .to the cabals of Sunderland, and the Hanoverian 
j unto. He was unwilling to faH agail! into the fame error, and accotn,paDieP the· 
king. Although it was unufual for both fecretaries of fiate to be abfent at 
the fame time, yet Carte~t bad rendered himfdf fo agreeable, and his pre" 
fence was thought {o necdJ&ry for carrying on the negotiation with Schaub, 
for .the marriage aod tbe dukedocn, \hat he- received orders to repair to Ha.. 
Dover, aft<! Walpole· ..... appointed to ad as Cole_retary of llate ... ./1o>gIaruI,. 
duriD~ the kiDp ~" 

• Se, Tm9tl:sin RuBia, Book 4, chap. 10. 
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Soon after their arrival &t Hanover.. the tW(J fecretllries of fra:te made I vio-
lent ftruggle for pre-eminence. . 

TownJl:lend had a. difficult and a delicate part to act H e was con[clow 
-of Carteret'!; eminent abilities, and of his high fa.vour with the kiftg; he wa! 
not ignorant of his fuccefsful intrigues with Bernfdorf and Bothmar, and of 
hiving conciliated Indy Darl ington and the counters of Platen, whore in .. 
fiuence he fufficicntly appreciated.; he was aware that,....carteret was eagerly 
inclined to promote the king's German rueafures, and that he would be le
ccnded in aU his (chemes, by the powerful co-operation of the Hanoverian 
minifters. H e felt tbe neceffit)' of employing intrigue againft intrigue, and 
~uvrc:: againft. ~n~uvre j he laboured effetlually to fecure the duchefs 
of Kendal, whofe afcendancy over "the Icing, fatal experience bad demon· 
fuated to be predominant; he fomented the jealoufy which fhe had long en. 
terta.ined~ left the projefted marriage lhould fumiili the counters of Platen 
'With a. preteuu:: for going to Paris, and from thence to England, and he 
'(ucceeded fo far in gaining her good graces., that he calls her, in his mofl 
.private ~ttcr to Walpole, u the good duchefs, and their faLl friend", He alfc 
-obtained the concurrence of lady Walfingham, who potreffed great inau· 
-toce over the duchef~, and no inconfiderablc favour with tbJ;..king. Relying 
-en thefe fupport!. he procured the clifgrace of Bcrnfdcd. • .rendered in· 
cffe8:.ual the intrigues of Bothmar. who made an unexpe¢tcd.'.<Vi6t to Han· 
.over with a vi~ of aiding Cart~t: He obtained the appeintment of Har· 
tenberg to the poft of minifter of fiate; broke the union whie~ had hitherto \ 
fubftfted between him and tbe duchefs of Kendal, iUld rendered them both 
fubfen-itnt to his views. He ·counteraCted. c.-teret In aU hi. meafures, ob. 
tamed the noinination of feveral placet • • ~n to his particular recom .. 
menuarion, and fo triumphantly carried aU.1IiIOfe him, that he boafted, in a 
letter to Walpole, of the (ucce(s of his political campaign at Hanover, which, 
in ftating the difficulty of hi. fituatio\>. he defcribed as the only place in the 
world where aCtion and intrigue are natural and in fajhjoD •• 

ne fllPl'rior inIIuenco, how"" .. , ofTo....a.end and Walpole, was not 
foldy gaiAod by ""urt intrigues, or by the conuptioa ofGdrman favourit." and 
.... not proftituted by • preference of Hano..,rian mt ... lb to thofe of Eqg
land_ In the midft of tbofe cabab,lh. conchlA oltlle brother mioillen .... 
IlIlnJlMiIll&n1y, moving a.tirod oppofitioD· *,, ·1IItI king" pr<:judices, • .,J the 
",i/hes of the German jUJIti>. Tpwnlhend prevebted tho odoptiOll of .iolent . ' JDrafun:" againft Rulli., poopofcd by Bernfdorf and l<conded by Carteret, 

• Set Corrc:(,pondentc. 
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"'i"ch if purfued, muft haft involved E~glaDd in hoftilities with the c .. p~ .... 
Czar;. and ' he exultingly informed Walpole, that tbe Icing cOf\tinued true J7z,to ')14-

to his refolution of ugning no paper relating to Britilh. ruirs, but in his ..... • 
prefence. 

The centinuance of their authority was alfo greatly owing to the profper~ 
~us fiAte of damei\:ic affain. 'The revival of the national credit, and lAc tq.a .. 
quillity .ftablilhed by the fUpprc.lliOA of Atterbury's plot, which "Betted 
great bODour on the fagacity.n<J fpirir of the minifters, and gave weight and' 
dignity to the councils of England in aU parts-of Europe, made 3. deep im· 
preffion on the mind of the Icing J" aDd it rellcas high honour both on tbe 
fovereign of whom it was raid, and on the minifters by whom it was faid, 
that the only method of preferving tbOt power beyond fcar of competition 
or accident, was to form fome (a!utary fHan for the ea[..:; of the' people and 
the benefit of trade, which points tbe king bad much at heart • . 

The chataaer aRd conduct. ofWalpolet wac no lefi inftrumental in for- Amn~d bJ 
warding the triumph of his party. The beneficial confequences refulting Walpole. 
from his commercial regulations had been too obviom to efcape notice; his 
genius for financial operations, and the cafe with which he obtained parlia-
lDentary {uppJiesJ had induced the king to f.:l.y that Walpole could create 
gold out of nothing t. But be did not earn this confidence by mean con-
ceffions and bafe flattery; on the contrary, he ventured to contradiCt the . 
willies and prejudices of the Icing, whenever thofe willies 0, prejudices feemed 
to militate againO: the true interefts of Engla.nd. An indubitable proof of 
this faa: appears froJn the COlTeCpondence of this yen; .the king having re-
queft.ed I.. '2.00,000 fol' tha purpofe of oppofing the c.tforts of the Cur, to 
a.throne the king of Sweden, and place the ' duke of Holfteu. on the 
throne, Townlhend ftrenuouny exhorted Walpole to procure that fum. In 
reply, Walpole declared that the I.. 2.00,000 was referved for the kiog's e1~ 
peoces, if he ftaidat Hanover later thaDCbriftmas. H e muft, tberefore, either 
return to England Cooner tbaA he bad propofed, or the interferc:nq;,in tbe Swe-
di1h affairs muft be relinquiihed. Walpole at the fame time: reprefented his 
objettiOQJ to that interfetence in the ftrongeft t#015; expbined his own 
eonduCt, a.nd the great priJlciple by which he appears to have been uni~ 
formly direCl:cd, which WII to be ~conomical of the public money, but , to 
{pare DO expeDce'whon tbe' fecurity of hi! country was at lbtkc.; tOaYoid 
{Ol'1:igp enta.~ Rot to be precipitate ia contra&ing new cD{PgC-
."""'to; to feel t~ ~ of <M pation before "'y ",oaf,!," of coofequencc: 

• SH Com(poQl!fnc.t, l'criod olJI.. t EIou.~""'.krvpr, ComfPODd&a.Qe, Pcrioc1 IV. 
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was adopted, t.n.d to proceed 9l~th due c1ution. He conctuded by obferi-ing, 
that the profec.ution of a new war would eftectually prevent the adoption of 
all {cherne, for the cafe of the people and the benefit of t rade, The king, 
fo far from being d~[pleafed with this freedom. was convinc~d by his argu
ments, adopted his views, and declared his refoJul ion of implicitly following 
the ad'\"icc of his Britifh cabinet: He (poke of him in the highd l terms of 
approbation, and when Townfhend {hewed hi:. anfwcy to that letter, and 
alked whether he had not made too mnny compliments, obfer\'ed, Ihlll 'Wal 

jmp0.ffibl~, for Walpol~ nt'Utr !rad hil equali" bfl:finrft-, 
Notwithftanding. however, thefe evident proofs of Townfhend'~ and 'Val

pole's afcendancy, reports were induftrioulty circula.ted, that Carteret's power 
was fuperior; and there rePorts coming by ' rebound from Hanover, were ex p 

aggerated in England and France. and had a conf,der.1ble effeCt in fuppreffing 
the ardour of thf"ir adherents, a.nd in giving fj}irit to the friends of their rival. 
It became nece£fary therefore: to undeceive the public, and as 'Townfhend 
.obferved, in a leHer to ·Walpole,. to obtain fome ()'I)frl aff in their fa\'our j it 
was accordingly determined to attack Carteret in his {hong Ilold of Paris, 
where he fuppofed himfelf invincible, 

As the union with France was at this junctu~e efteemtd highly neceffal'Y 
10 prertrve the peace of Europe, ana the int~rnal tranquillity of England, 
-thofe mininers who had ' the bigheft credit with the court of VerfaiJlcs, 
were held in the higheft eftimation by George the Firft:. Hence it became: 
a mntter of great concern for Townlhend and '¥alpole to have their own 
'confident'ial embafi'ador at Paris, which was now the center of t.he recret 
negotiations for all foreign affairs, and by there mea.ns to prevent their oppo
nent from preferving his weight jn. the cabinet, which he principally derived 
from the fuppo(cd credit of his crearure, Sir Luke Schaub, It was their 
intereft therefore to obtain his removal, and to fubftitute fame pel{on in 
~'hom they could place implicit canfidC11ce, ~d whofe appointment lhould 
prove to tlit court of France, and connnce both friellds and advcrfaries ill 
.Englapd, of their afcendancy in the cabinet. ' 

Horace Walpole was feled:ed as 'the nttdl: penon fo bring forward on this 
occa.Gon. He had from his earlieft years been trained to buGnefs, UDder 
Stanhope, in Spain; under Carleton, when chancdlor of the exchequer 
'I.IJd (ecretary of ftate; under Townfhend. at the' congrcfs of Gertruydenberg~ 
Ud. during the negotiatio~ for the .. bo.rrid'treatY in J71~: .At the acceffion 
of G<orge the Firft, he .... 8PPoiJItcd r«rotary to bd l'''''nJhend, ai1<l 

afterwudo 
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afterwards fecretary., to the treafury ; and, as envoy to the fta.tes general, 
had condut'ted wit~ grc~t {kill aOlI ability the complicatcri negotiations which 
took place at the I-b.gue in "7 15 :.nd 171 6. On tlie removal of TownShend 
and Walpole, he had continued invariably atuched to them. At the coalition 
wit'l'sundcrlandt in 1710, he had he~n nominated i"ecrdary to the duke of 
Grafton. then lord lieutenant of Ireland, and in 1721 ft'cretary to the trea
fury. He was depuled, in 1722, 3 S envoy to the Hague, which poll: he no". 
filled with grcaf credit and dignity, and was particularly noticod by 'George 
the Firil as a man of bufinefs and aJdrcfs. 

Althollgh Carteret could not avoid forefeeing tll(' decline of .his inte-rcft 
from fhe death of cardin:!.1 du Bois, ~nd confidering. the minion of Horace 
''''alpole, as a proof of hi~ rival"i fuperiority; yet he affeCted to hold the 
credit of Schaub amI his. 0",0 no, not in the lmaHdt degree diminillied. 

As Town(hcnu coulU not pwpole the miffi~n of Horace Walpole to Paris. 
without an open quarrel with Carteret, to whore province, as the fecretary for 
the fouthern department, that appoiotment belonged, he took advantage of 
the death of cardinal dll Buis, which happened at this time, to c~ry his 
fcheme gradu:llly into execution. He rcprefented to tJ1C king, that this 
event rendered it nece(fary to fend a' confidential perf on to Paris, for the 
purpore of gaining :luthcntic information concerning I~e fituati,on o( af~ 
fairs, amI to alcertain whether Schaub was not at variance with count Noce, who 
was fuppofc=d to govern the duke of Orleans. H e named Horace 'Valpole as 
proper to be intrufted with fo delicate an affair, and fuggeftcd, that be might 
affect to take Paris in his way to Hanover; from a motive of mefC curiofity • • 

Having fucceeded in this point, Townlliend fuggcfted, that letters creden
tial, under the pretence of fending a full power to accept the acceffion of the 
king of Portugal to the quadruple alliance, would facilitate the execution of 
the commiffion. The king .approved this hint, and propored it as his own 
thought to Carteret, who, though cOQfeuDded at this mortification. Gould not 
" enture to make any objection -. • 

Uodt:r theCe Qrcumftances, Horace Walpole arrived at Paris on the '9tll 
of Oaober, and on the '-tft, wrote: fo mafterlya difpatch t, defcribing the 
fituation of the court~f Fnmc:e, the chru-aCters of the duke of Orleans, aad, 
of the principal mio.ilrers, a~ charmed the king, delighted his friends, and 
gave a fure omen of t.he yjdory which he was to obtain fIVer Schaub, and coo
requentlyof that which his brother and Townlhend would gain ovcr.carteret. 
He particularly dwelt on Nod's averGan to Schaub, on his ref~fal to liften to 

• See Lord TownOu~:nd·. ~ ia ~pttjnber IDd Oaober. 
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any overture! of reconciliation, and on the influence whiC;h he poRetred Oftr 

the duke of Orleans; cjrcumllanct·s artfully difplayed to '"'prove the.neceffity 
ofe.ppointing an envoy who might fecure the good will of Non!. Before the 
arrival of this uLJpatch at HanoV'er, Schaub had written, that the duke of 
Orleans was inclinl."d to gntify the king, in conferring a dukedom on rhl fa· 
mityof Ja Vrtlliere, and forw:udcd.copies of letters which be had concerted 
with Morville, and which the kmg was to fend to Louis the l'trteenth. and 
the duke of Orlean'), preffing them in the ltrongeft manner to comply with 
that requeft. Carteret, in a tranfport of joy. informed Schaub, that the king 
had app.roved the letters, and had tranfcribed that to Louis the Fiftecncll 
"'ith his own hand. He w3rned him however, not to deliver them, un!eJ; 
be was fure of fuccers, and entre:tted him to foPA .lrd the an(wcr from the 
king of France as foon as pomble. At the fame time Townfhcnd himfdf 
inforlmd Walpole. that the affair of the dukedom w:\s concluded, ami that 
tt.e marriage would foon take place: He added, that thl. duchers of Kendall 
already began to be Je:\!ous of the countefs of Plah:n, and hinted, that 
through her influence, it might be prntbcablc to efi::'Lblilh H orace Walpole 
as embairador at the court of France. The accounts, however, tranfmitted 
by Horace W.llpole, were of a very different complexion. He. mainta.ined 
unequivocally, that Schaub was totally mi ftaken, ~nd had promifed more 
tban he could effefr. His difpatches and private letters were filled with re
prcfentations of Schaub's pttubnt and illditcreet behaviour, in prefling the 
grant; the violent oppofition made by the principal nobles, of their bitter 
and farcaftic reproaches againll the intertert:nce of a BritiJh minifler. or ra
ther as they termrd him, no millifter, to obtain a dukedom for a family which 
was not entit1ed to fuch a diftinB:ion. He ftated that Morville. tauntmgly 
alluding to Schaub as a foreigner, !aid that he was happy to tran faCl: bufi~ 
nds with one wllo was a (rH~ Eltglij/tmatl. He' detailed a fecret and confi
denti.t c8rrverflltion which he h.d With the duke of Orleans, who after ob~ . . , . , 
rerVtng that he had requefted to fee hIm, for the purpofe of converfing 
frankly Oft an affair of great importan«!; p1ainly indicued that he could 
give no credit 'to the rep~fentations of Schau'h, 'Wllofe zeal in this whole 
hufiners, had origisated from bis attachment to MadlPc de Ill. Vrilliett, with 
whom he was engaged in a lovo intrigue. The duke then mentioned' the 
illlpf"l'ricty of gronting. dulodom to that lainily; obCerved that, the king 
..... not fully apprifed of \he difiiculti .... tending it ;_ and requoltod Horace 
W I1pofe to write to lord ToWmbenCi far authcntic inli::mnation conc«ming 
his majcfty's real fentiments. 

The day after this audience, the duke of Ork ... c1ied, ",d the duke of 
Bourbop 
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Bourbon was appointed prime minifter. Schaub pa.id court to, and was well 
received by MadAm de Prie, miftrefs of the duke of Bourbon. who favoured 
the grant from intcrefted motives i and he wrote to Carteret the moO: exag~ 
gCr:lted accounts of his influence-over the new prime minifter. and of his cer~ 
tain Cueecrs in the affair of the dukedom. Carteret again....~lieved thefe fa. 
vourable accounts, and was again deceived. 

Hora<:e Walpole atl:ed with great dignity and judgment. He paid no
{crvile attention to Madame de Prie, from a convi{tion that it was not neceC
Cary; behaved with deference to the duke of Bourbon, but privately courted 
the hifhop of Frejus, afterwards cardinal Fleury, whofe interefl with the 
young Icing of France. he raw and appreciated, and- whore confidence he 
gained by his prudent conduC\:. Although the new prime minift.er, from 11 

defire of gratifying Madamfl de Priet who wifhed to el1:abliOl a precedent in 
favour of her hufband's claims to a dukedom, WJS more inclined to forward 
the grant than his predeceffol", yet the 10U:i clamours of the noLility, and the 
decided averlion of Louis the Fifteenth to the mea(ure, convinced him of its 
impraCticability. Schaub was either ignorant of this circumftance. or affected 
to be fo. Anxious to carry a point on the fuccefs of which Carteret's afccn~ 
d ency in the cabinet, and his own continuance at Paris (ecmed ultimately to 
rlepcnd, and eager to gratify Madame de la Vrillicre, he pre!fed the duke of 
Bourbon, with his u[ual indifcretion, remonftratcd againfi. the delay as in
Cutt ing to the king of England, and endeavoured to involve it in fuch a man
ner with public tranfatl:ions as to make it a £tate affair. 

The duke of Bourbon., embarr.1ff~d with there folicltations,now applic::d to 
Horace \i\"aJpole in the fame manner as his predecdfor had 40ne. He obfcr\"cd 
that the difficull~eswere in(uperable, gave Il true flate of the affair as it related 
to his own fttuaAon, and the French king's fcntiments upon it; declared (hat 
th~ k.i~ as well .. the late duke of Orlc!ans had been deceived and impofed 
UpOD, and coucluded with fome expreffions of ref~tmem and contempt at 
Schaub's conduCt and importunity'·, 

Horace Walpole recoived private inftrull:ions from lord Tovrnlhend a.nd 
his brother to proceed with ~t cau tion, and to ad: in fuch a manner as 
not to difguft~he F'repch cabinet, by preffing fo difagreeable a IC'queR:, .and 
yet not to c6nd the king by appearing:l,.S if he \Va .. oppoling: his wiihes. He 
fa1Jqwcii thde ina:rUaaoas with confummate llrldre(.,; and the accounts of 
..... ~dings. wbida were fhewn to the king, increafcd the good opinion 

,. . 
• HOl;lu Walpole ID Lord To,,"'nihrnd. M;\I'Ch 7, 1; 2 .j.. Wolipole Papcn. 
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alre:ulyelitertailloo of his talents for negotintion, proved the influence he 
was rapidly acquiring III the cabinet of Verfaillcs. and tended to diminifh· 
the credit of C!lrterct an~1 SL" haub. The king, 00 his 'fetUl n to Eng}and~ con
vincel.11ha t bt! itad been dect'iH:c1 by Schaub. and t bat the obCb.des to the 
grant WCfe inluperable, rdutl:antly \·.ithLlrcw hi s folicitat ion. C:lrtcret hnd rhe 
unwdtomc talk of comm:l.ndillg Schaub not to prcr~ the affair any f.lrther. 
and of incloiing a le tter ~ trom the king to (he duke of Buurbon, dtclaring 
that it never was his intention to make t\"le dukedom a fiatC: 3ifair, and de
clining to infill on a rt'qucft which wao; llLragre~able \0.> ! ht! killg of FrallLC: 
and the prime mi niftcr. Carteret, howev~r, was flill fo convinced of his fu
pe'rior favour. that be eilher difuel ic\1cd , or affc:ti:ed to difbclieve the rClJorl' 
of his declining influence.' H e filled his letters to Schaub Wilh repeated tle
clarations, that the king approved their conduCt; exhorted him to be pe-rfeCtly 
tranquil, and to bear all mortificat ions. until the affair of the dukedom 
ihould be timihed i l!xprc::i1ed hi s- ~ull conviaion that they fhould maintain 
their ground. an~ that his own :lUthoritywas ll:rong,er than cvcr; yet at the very 
time his own f4-il and the removal of Schaub were evident, from the appoint
Olent of H orace V{alpole to be envoy extraordinary ::md plenipotentiary to 
the court of Vt:rfailles. The additional honour thus confe rred increafed the 
jeaJoufy of Schaub. who found all the atfUf:lnCeS of his patJon belied, and 
birnfelf in danger of bOlflg recalled from Paris. But even this mortificat ion 
did not induce Carteret to acknowledge the (uperiorit), of his rivals i he ftil~ 
gave Schaub the ftrongeft aifur4-nces of fuppor.l from the king ; advifed him to 
attach bimfelf to the ~ke of Bourbon and Ml.dll.me de Prie i he declared. 
that the Icing wu fc:cretly indiued in bi~ favour, but that he did not lo\'e 
liIifputes, and v.rns unwilhng to require ruch expb.nation~ as 'would fOfce him 
to take a decidcd part. H e obferved. that the anfwer to the duke ·of Bour
bon could by no mcans be interpreted. as if the. king abandoned his req~cfl: 
of the dukodom, although he dd not deure that it might be confidcred as 
a public affair. • 

Carteret perhaps had fufficie.nt reafon ~ fccure of his. vifu>ry, as well 
becaufe he' was perfonally a favowite witli~he king. as becaufe he was 
joined by a formidablC combination of men who pofielTed great weight. 
and confequence. Amongft the members of the cabinet who acted witb 
'him. was William earl of Cadogan,. who -had COIlGCntred in him.fcJf the pofu 
of commander in chief, · and maAcr or. tho ordhancc, and who was fupportccl 
by. ~ friends and :tdherenu of his d<ceafcd patron, John duke of Marlbo-
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fOUgh, plrticularly by..the ooche(,., whole enormous wealth enabled her occa~ 
£ionally to forward or obftrud the public )OJ.D~. and who W3..'> bigldy offended 
with Walpole, for prefuming to mife !noney a.t a lefs intcren thlll Ole had rc
'luiced. Cadogan was frank, open, vehement, impatient of contr::hliEtion, and 
indintd. in cafe of difficulties, rather to cut t!.le gordian kf\ot with hi!> [word. 
than to attempt by patience to unravel its igtricacy. He was in high favour 
with the king for h~lknowledge of foreign languages, his acquaintance with 
foreign manners, and for an cate and add refs which was partly derived from III 
early intcrcourfe with the world, and poutly from an inknnixtUl'<.! of milllary 
and civil occupations: At this crilis, Cadogan had rendered himrdf to ob~ 
noxiom t o W-alpole, that it was determined to open the politital campaign 
with his difiniffion. which was to be a prelude to other "bange'.>. Tht port 
of comml.mler in chief had been promiloo to lord Cobham, and the mufh: r
lhip of the ordnance to the duke of Argyle.; but the king g,avc a der ided' 
negative to this propClI~I. by declaring that he would not part with Cudo~ 
gan. As lhi~ attack was made at the opening of the fe,flion. when tbe· 
pn.:dominant influence of WaJpole in the houfe of commons, feemcJ to 
countenance an opinion. that his demands mull: be complied with j this re
pulfe "as confidered by the friends of Carteret and Cadogan. as thelU1C 
omen of Ilis dawnfaJ. 

In tbe midft. of thefe divifioll'> in the cabine t, t ile affJ.irs in 1rdnnd. rchting 
to \Vootl'~ pate-nt, ga\·e Carteret an opportunity of impreffi '\g the king with 
unfavourable fentiments of \VaJpole, to who'e mifconduCt: he principally 
imputed there difiurbances. He fomented the dircontents in Jrdand, anu 
caballed with the Brodricks, who WCT1: incenferJ againft. [he duke of Grafton, 
lord lieulenant, for arcrib\n~v.e oppolit.ion (oldy to I he Iccret mana:uv)"(s 
of lord chancellor Midleto·ri ... ~ for infifting, that either he OlOuld be de
prived of the feals. or fhould not be appointed one of the lords juftices - . 
Their difcontent was no lefs vehement againft Walpole. who fupported the 
duke of Grdfton; and Carteret incllafed their conlequentcj by enumarating 
to the king the fervK:es which the family had perfanned in f.'Wour of hU fm:
ccffian. by exaggerating their influence in Irdand. and by dwdling on the ill • 
confequences which ·would refult from depriving lord Midleton of the feals. 
Thefe commotioD~ although finally queUed by the prudence and ability of 

.Walpole, yet gave. great embarraffment to his adminifbation, qd delayed 
the. removal of C~ret . 

• See Cbapttna6th on the: Dillurbanc;es in Ireland.' 
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Walpole baffied his adverfanes with the fame .. rts which they endeavoured 
to employ againft him. Bolingbroke had betrayed to him the intrigue! of 

• - • -- Carteret with the Tories, and had made offers fi"Om [orne of their leaders to 
D:'IIfled hy d d J' ed 14'.dpok. join admilliflration j although lle had rejected thefe overtures. an ec In a 

gener:li co:lirtlOn with them, -yet he detached feveral from the party. and 
-amu[ed others. He g,liDCd a great acceffion of ftrcngth by fecuring lord Har~ 
<ourt. whom he introduced into the privy wuncil, gratified with an increafe 
of his pe!lfion. and for whom he obtained the appointment of one of the lorus 
Jul1:ices (iuring the king's abfcnce. By thefe means the leaders of the difalfcCt. 
cd party were aliW'ed with h opes of fimilar honours and emoluments, if they 
, ... Quld follow the fame example; and highly diffati sfied with Cartert't, made 
little oppolition to the mea(ures of government; flattering themfelve\ that 
his removal would be foon followed by their introdutl:ion into power. T o 
thefe expettations may be partly attributed the extreme tranquillity which 
.rlifl.inguilhed the next feffion of parlIament. 

17%.1' 
'lIrliamenla~ 
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While this ftruggle for power was carrying on in the interior of the cabinet~ 
public affairs were condutled with unexampled profperity and quiet. The 
parliarnent met on the 9th of January; the fpecch from the thrune t:onc1u<lcd 
witt dignified expreffiom of the conneCtion between the liberty and profpe-
tity of the nation. U In the prefent happy fituation of om- 'affairs, J have 
nothing more to recommend to you, than that you would make ufe of the 
opportunity, which your own good conduct: has put i!lto your hands, in con~ 
£deriDg of fueh farther laws as may be wanting for the cafe ;lod encourage_ 
ment of trade and navigation, for the employmenl of the poor, and for ex
citing and encouraging a fpirit of indufl.ry in t~ nation. I am fully ratisficd, 
tlt,at the trade and wealth of my pet")Plel ve .... tbe happy eff'etls of the li
h ertie", they enjoy, and that the grandeur ~'crown confifis in their pro-
{perity." . 

The :uIdrefs pai"ed not only without a fingle difienting voic~, but even 
without a debate; and during the whole feffion the amy motion tflat occa ... 

1ioned a divifion, was one for keepin~ up the {arne number of troops for 
J 72.4, as was mainhinc:d the year before, wllK:h was carri-td by a majority of 
2.40 againll 100. On the 24th of April, this (eRion, fa tranquil in .effed. 
and fc barren of incidents, wa"! dofod by • f~ch which commended \1Ii high 
terms mapprobOLtion. thp; .unanimity, chet-tfuloefs. and difpatch with ",hies. 

- the bufi-nefu had be:n condu8:ed, :"00 expreff'c.d the higbeR: ratisfat!ti.on, that 
"the fame force w.s ~-d by. rca and laoo) which had enabltod the nation 

6 10 
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'0 hold among the powers of Europe, the rank and figure due to her honour 
and dignity. without laying a.ny new or add ition:ll burr hen on the people ., 

The unexampled unanimity and dilpatch of bufinels which diHinguithc-d 
this feffien, was almoft toldy owing to the good m.lnngl!mcnt I.>t Wal pole, 
and to his influence in the houfe of commons. which S:lint John Brodrick, in 
a letter to lord Midleton, calls prodigious t. I-lenee his j)ccpondcrancc in. 
creafed in the cabinet j anc.! tLe king was induced to t:lke a tb.:ided rt:folu .. 
tiou in his b,\'our, between the tw,odifcord:mt parties. As a preilide to the rc~ 
tnO\'ul of Carteret", Ho~cc 'Walpole was named cmbalfaJor to Paris. Y \!t tbch 
was the credit of Carteret. that this nomination was Qot finally eff~a:erl wil h~ 
oul grcal diili.culty. His addrer~ £lill fupplied proof" of his influence, wilen 
it had almofl totally declined; and H orace \Valpole, i"n hie; private lencrs to 
Ilis brother and TownIhend, mad~ no lefs he:lVY complJ.in ts of bis fitu:ltion 
at Paris, thJ.Jl Schaub did Of his difgufts to Carteret J. The di ljxl tches, 
though written fO h im and SchauD j.ointly, were by priv.ltc intimations 
to the: mdrenger, carried firft to Schaub, and communic:ltcd by him to the 
Frellch millifie rs, before Horace Walpole was informed of thei r conten ts; th~ 
di1i}J.tchcs for Spain, and rhe plt:niporentiarie:~ at tbe congrds of Carnbray~ 
were enclofed 10 him, pcrufed by him, and forw:m.ltd by him. Of this 
mt':lfUfe, Horace \Valpole bitterly complained to hi~ brother, ded:lrcd hi') 
rctolution not to act' any longt::r jointly with S .. h:tlLU, infincd that one of 
tbern muil be rccalleu; and juil:ly obfcrved, that til l' remo,·:!.i or continuance: 
of Schaub, muil: prove to the world, either the full efi.ablifilmcnr or dccl"mc
of t heir crcJit with tht! king. Walpole and Town filenc.l now found it nccelfJry 
to cxt::rt all their influence, and to employ the utmoll addrer~ ~. They COO1-

miffioned H orace Walpole to write·.n oftenfiWc letter to lord To ..... nfilend, 
in which he fhould draw the charader of Si r Luke Schaub, nate the Impro
priety of his conduct, and the difadvantage which W:lS d.:ri\'cd to the king's 
affairs. by maintaiaing two miniftel'$ at P,lfj ~ with divided authority, and 
inGft o.is own refignat ion. rather \han continue in a Iitu3.tion in which he 
was perpetually thwarted and oppoft::d. " . 

Tb.is letter was thewn to the;: k ing, and had its due effect. He direCted 
that Schaub lhould be immediately recalled , and Townlheml himCelf con-

• Journals. Chandler, 
t ComfpondcRu. 
: correfpo»den.ce, /mI1...,. ~tb, r7201 . 
~ Tilis a{.coUnt 0 the ;olri,uO of C:ar

ttftt and Schaub.a Pari&, Inrt the coun· 
ur iouipef of HQnce Vlalpolc and 1he 
bIolher mi.niftcrs, is dtJ.wn from. Sit L.uke 

Schaub '~ Pspe:rs, in tht po!fcffion of the carl 
of Hardwick-c, and fraln tile difpatche, and 
kttta to and (rom H()11'ce Walpolc. ill the' 
Orford antI To .... nfbmu l'.Ipers. T he mot't 
inttrenins: of which will api eat in the _W.llpole 
ConefjXIlldeul.t.. 
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"eyed the orders to Carteret. But on the evening of the day in wliich the 
communication wa~ made. Carteret .prevailed Qn the king to fufpend the 
f)rdCt,'5 for a precipitate recal of Schaub. and was pcnuincd to fend hitu 
,word that the kmg deemed his prefence in England neai1ary for his fcr
l'ice. and that he might return to Paris for the folemnization of the 
fl'l.<lrr i:\ge bclween the Count de St. Florentill, and the young countefs of 
pl:trcn, 

In ohtaining this point. Carteret hac.l-another ohjed. in view, be fides fofren. 
iog-the difgrace of Scbaub, and mordfying his ri\·al ; it was ~o fend him bad. 
to Paris. with a commiffion, which would have rendered Li ~ prcr~nce l1lor.e-. . 
neceJJary., and finally occafioned the remO\ a1 of Horace W <11pole. T!H~ 
fchem~ was no lefs than to propore :l treaty of marriage ~ctwecil the roung 
king- of Fr!lnce and the princefs Anne, the eldeft daughter of the prince of 
Wales. It was concertet.l hctwCC,H Carteret and the counters of Darlington 
at London, Sir Luke Si.!Jaub, Madame de la Vrjlliere and Maclaille de Prie 
at Paris, and thc coun ter!> of P laten at Hano,'er. Sir Luke Schaub had the 
indifcrction to make the propofal to the king, in hi~ audience, but it wa~ 
received with fuch marks of diff.1tisfaction. a~ gave To\~nfl\cnd and \\'<11-
polc an opportunity to rcmonfir:lte againfi bi~ prefumption, and rcprcfent 
10 the kiog the great t.lif<1dvantage which would rcfult to his ::lffJ.irs in 
Frucc, if fo indifcrett a perfon filOuld be fent back as his minio:'cr. Schauh 
was therefore only permitted to return for tbe purpofe of affifling at the 
Count de St. Florentin's m:trriage. The king gave a portion of C. 10,000 

to the bride, but no dt.lk.edom was conferred on the family of la Vrlllicrc. 
Schaub was then recalled from Paris, and Horace Walpole received his ere. 
dentials of cmhdfiddor from the duke df Newcaille, appointed fecretary of 
fiate in rhe pl<1cC of Carteret. who was confiituted lord lieutenant of Ireland. 
The duke of Gmfton was made lord chamberlain; Henry Pelham. brother of 
the duke of NcwtafUe, and the confidential friend of Walpole. was nomi
nated fecret:ur at war; and many of Walpole's.. friends were plac. in the 
fubordinat e polts of government. 

Thus terminated the cooteft between Carteret and the brother minifters i 
and though the victory was oot as complete as they exped:ed, becaufe they 
could oot obtain the removal of Cadogan, .Ro%burgh, and Midletoo, yet 
it ga"e weight to their adminiftration, and conliderably dimini1hed the 
ftrength of the oppofing pany in the cabinet. Carteret {upported his de
feat with )5«" dignity and fil1U!lel> of mind, He decLu-ed, that having ~o 

obligatiOlll 
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obligations to ~0Jd' TowqShend for his aavan.cement to the poll of fear~tary 
of frate, he WaJ refolved . ~ver to have fubmitted to him in that capacity. 
He did not aff"etl: to conceal his diffatisfatl:ion at the ill ufagr he h-w re. 
ceived, and particularly complained that Hora.ce Walpole hAd been Cellt to 
interlope in Ius province., Whil~ he avowed that he was defeated, be declared 
JlImfdf happtcr and cafter in the fituation of lord lieutenant, than that of 
fl'crctary of fbte~ e.xpofed to continual mortifications j and profelfed his rrfo
hUlan to continue on good. terms with the miniftcrs, and to prorr.ote the 
mcafures of government -. Yet his temper was fa [anguine and his fpirit fo 
11ttle t1cprelfed, that he pcrfcvered in afferting, that his favour with the king 
\\dS greater than ever, that his enemies had gained no real ftrength by the 
late alterations t, aoo, In expectation of a. favourable change, deblyed: under 
\ :uious pretences, his depart~re for Ireland. until the month of October, when 
the necdfJ.r}' attendance on the duties of his vice royalty annihilated his hopes. 
Townlhend and Walpole were now in fuch high favour, that tbeyprevailed over 
the king's inclin1.tioDS, and overcame his jealoufyofthe princeofWa1es. which, 
norwiddlauding the apparent recon£iiiation, continued ftill unabated, and . 
#hewed itfdf in repeated refufals to confer any particular mark off:tvour on thafe 
who were pcrfonaUy attached to his fan. \'Vith a view to gratify the prince, and 
to fccure the carl of Scarborough, who was his mafu:r of the hone, and, next 
to SIC Spencer Compton, his greaten: favourite, t'lC brother mmlfl:crs had pro
mifed him lhe ganer; 3J'Kl as it was the cuRom of the king always to retail'l 
one vacant rib~, they waited until there were two \,mdlfpore:d of, when 
Townrhend requefted one of them for Scarboro,ugh. The king laid, he 
t:ould not comply wi~h his requeft, becaufe it was already conferred; and 
when TownLhend atked, wi~h fome degree of furprife .. who wa, the penon? 
the king anCwered, H I intend it for your lordlbip." Town1hend, after ex~ 
preffing a deep fenfe of hi, gratitude, begged leave to decline it. The king 
Hill infifted, and Townfhend full declined. U Lord Sca.rborough," heWcphed, 
U is now" at the dOOT of the clofet, e'lpetling every moment to be colllcd 10 to 
thank: your majdiy for the honour i he WIll naturally fuppofe that I hayc d(· ... 
cdved him, and thal after having left him with a promife to. intctcede in his 
fll.vour) I haw alked it for myftlf i which will ruin my cQariller as a m:ln of 
honour and veracity." II' Well then',:' returned the king," (or once 1 will break 
~gb my ufual ruleJ ·and will confer both the vacant gal tets . one {holll be 

• 5repbcnPny"lZ toH<nOt'Wall'Ok, April Sth 11'4. \'falp-I.e Plpen. 
t &afnt John Brodrid. to ~ni Middkton,-Cozrefpondente • . 
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your's, :lnd the other (baH be given to lord Scarborougb. whom you may now 
introdu~ -. Scarborough had...accordingly the firft, and both were inftalled 
a.t the f:lmc time +. 

The king gave the ftrongdl: proof of the full confidence which he placed in 
ToirnOwmJ and Walpole, by fubmitting to defer l1is journey to Hanover, 
e\cn after he had fixed the time of his departure. This cbl\nge of refalu. 
t Lon was effeCted by the reprefentations of lord Townfhend, who {hued in 
firm, though refpcctfuJ terms, the inconveniences which would reruit from 
hiS abfenc.e at this period t. 

The continuance of the king in England had operated in fuppreffing 
public clamours, and In promoting public tranquillity. The parliament, WhlCh 
met on t~ 12th of November, was opened by a lpccch from the thlone, 
which dwelt with particular energy and fAusftlction on the profperous fbte 
of :dfair.; ; .. Peace with aU powers ahroad, at haOle pelfcCt tranquilhty. 
plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of aU CIvil and religious righr ~ , 
;!.re molt dlftinguiOling marks of the favou r and protctl:.ion of divine Provi
dence', and tJlclt!, with all their happy cO!llequenn:'~1 will. I doubt not, by the 
bleffing of God upon our joint endeavours, be long cont in.ucd to my people." 
U Tbe lame provifion by rea and 'lam.!, for the defence 3.O.d fJfclY of the na
ti.on, will cantinue to make tIS rcfpeded abroad, and confequently [L'Cure at 
berne. The [arne attention 'to the eaCe and encouragement of trade and na
vi~t!on, will efiabliib credit upon the ftrongefl: bafis, and raife fueb a fpirit 
of 'induft~ as will not only enable us gradually to difcharge. the nationa! 
debt,. but wiU likewife gr,.-tly increafe the wealth, power and influence of 
this kingdom. You muft all be feltfible bow muth our pre[ent hap~ 
pinefs is owing to y01JJ' union ~ ftearly conduct j it is therefore wholly 
unnecdlary to recommend to you unanimity and difpatch in aU your 
delibera.tions, The zeal and abilities you have on all occafions fhewn, in 
fupportmg the interl(\: of your country, evt:n under the greaten difficulties, 
'leave no room to doubt of my baving yOur entire and eifcd:ual concurrence 
in every thing that C.:ln tend to the fen-ice of tht publi~ aml to the good of 

. my people i ." 
Tbis ft:ffiOD of parliament. no lefs remarkable wr the unanimity with 

which bufinefs was cODdutl:ed, than for a ~D0c6 of important tranfac, 
lions,. was omy diftioguiQled by the C;OIDllltncement ofPulteney's OWOlicion., 

• Thi. ane(dOl'e was co.,.mutic.m:l br lord 
S,dney, It iI mentIOned in a ditrn-eat My 
by Counl 8ro&Iio, in a leuer to LQIIII dIe Fit.. 
umtbl itl.lt be relatn Lt only a. a nnnour. 
Com(~, I,:,,,, 

t Politica1 State. 
t See Cortd"~ndeDCc. 
§ Chandler. 
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the recal of Bolingbroke, events which are noticed in fubfequent chapters o~ 
this work. and by the impeachment of lord Macclesfielrl, in which Wal-
pole took very little Chare. It W\lS cloC,·d on the 31ft of May. . 

A few days before the prorogation of parliament. the order of the Bath 
was revived, and the minifter was created a kn ight, from which period he 
a,ffumed the mle of Sir Robert 'Va.lpole. and in 1126. be was inft:alled 
knight of the garter; the value of which diftinaion is greatly enhanced by 
the confideration. that excepting admiral Montagu, afterwards earl of Sand
wich. he was the only commoner who had ever been tligni6.cd by that order. 

On this event he had the honour of being congratula.ted by the author of 
the Night Thnughts, in a poem, called the Inftalment. The poet com
mences in an exalted 1hain of panegyric, by invoking the fhades of the dC4 
I!ep,fed knights to defcend fllo~ ne:wen to affift III the inaugul';\tion of tbt:ir 
new compeer: 

Ye mighty dead, ye garter'd lob.s of praife! 
Our morning ibrs! Our boaft in former day, ! 
\Vbich hqv'ring o'er, your purple wings difplay, 
Lur'd by the pomp of this diftinguiRl'd day. 
Stoop and a.ttend; by onc the knee be bound 0 

One, throw the mantle's crimron folds around; 
By that, the fword on his proud thigh be plac'd, 
This, cJafp the tiiarnQnd girdJe round hi~ \V3ift ; 
His breaft. with rays, let juft Godolphin fpread ;. 
Wife Burleigh plant the plumage on his head ; 
And Edward own, Gnre fidt he fix'd the race, 
None prd, f.ir glory with. fwifter pace. 

C c • 
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CHAPTER THE TWEN:rY.FIFTH: 

17 2 5-r 7 26. 

Allccdo/eJ of lImry SI. 7olm, Vi/tOU'" BolmgiJroke.-Difagrmneni betwm, 
JIllIl a"d Ox/ald.-His Sdulftes in ja'UDIJr 0/ I/;~ Prelt1u1er.-Difgrawl 
01' Illt A ccdJion of George the Ftrjl.-Flks.-JoiHS Ihe Prelmdtr.-Appoillled 
/til Sure/ary of Sfou.-Rtmoved.-Caujes of his DiJmiJIiolt.-Makrs O~.Jer_ 
I.,res to the Britifo Cab;net.-Ruerr.m II Promife of bmlg rejlored.-Wriw his 
utUr40 Sirll'illiom Wyndha"" III,der Ihol Suppq!ililNl.-Cclljttrtl !vllJti/h:rs.
Makes Overluro 10 ,hem.-CababaJ!.(fin/l rhem.-Rmt'll.H }'is Off"s of Allath
me"t la thrm.-CrmduEI of Walpole IN 1m Favour.-Bolmgbroke "uives im 
Pardon m Blood.-Hrs Ou~·tttr. to the WalpoleJ.-Ac1 of ParltflmeJlt III hIS 
F(Jvtlllr -MotIves Jor Walpolt'J CondJif1.-Bo/IIIghro/rt)oin..r Oppojillon.-R,. 
malks on 1m CO}Jduf/ and Writings. 

W HEN Atterbury arrived at Calais, he found Bolingbroke, who had 
juft obta.ined his pardon, waiting for n conveyance to England, on 

which he expreffed his furprife, and exclaimed, U Then I am exchanged." 
And well might the bilhop be altonilhed, that a. minifter who had Cecretly ca
baU~ to place the Pretender on the throne. and had, fince hi! flight, openly 
rngagt"d in-his Cervi('e, lhouJil ex~rience the lenity of government, and be 
permitted to return to his native country, which he had endeavoured to diC
trefs by fecret intrigues and open rebellion. 

The pardon of Bolingbroke, granted by the king, was Coon foUowed by the 
repcal of the bjll of a\tainder paff'ed againfi him in 1716; and Walpole, who 
had moved far that bill, moved alfo for' its repeal; an aCt of imprudence 
which he committed in oppofrtion to the advice of bis moil: approved friends, 
the opinion of fevent of the king's minifters, and in contradiction to rus 
own judgment. I {ball in this chapter attempt to develope the caufes wruch 
led to this extraordinary event, and explain the rea.fons which induced Wal· 
pole,to take a fiep, of which be too late repented. This inquiry wm be in
troduced by • few biograpbical' anocdotes, for the purpofe of connell:ing the 
DIlfttive. ' 

Henry St.John, fon of Sir Henry St.John, baronet, of Lydiard Tregoze, in 
WlitJhi .. ,by Mary,feeond daughter andheiJ1:f, of RobcrtRich; earl ofWar. 

wick. 
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wick, was born ia. 167a ~·. He rec~ed his education at: Eton (choot,and CbaptusS· 
completed it at ChrHl Church. Oxford. He diftingniChed himfdf at a ,'cry ~~~to 1726• 

early period by his. talents and exceU"es; and m:lode fo COflfpicuous a figure ill ,- - ... 
the houfe of commons, that In 1704. he was a.ppointed fecretary at war, by 
the influence of Harley, to whom he attached himfelf, and with whom he 
ade<;l under the ba.nner of the Tories. On the removal of H.lrlcy. in 1707. 
St. John refigned .Nt employments, and followed the fortune of his be-
nefaCtor. On the difmiffiol1 of the Whig adtninill:r.nion, Harley propofcd 
to reinllale him in his employment, and exprdfcd a defire to admit fome of 
the mon: moderate Whigs into the adminiftration. But St. John oppofcd 
the coalition, and infifl:ed on beicg appointed Cecretary of ftatc for foreign 
affairs, with which demand Harley was obliged to comply. 

Bolingbroke was furpettec;t, during hi, embAlfy at Parj" of having betray
ed- the fecrets of the cabinet to tbe French court, Thefe fufpicions of his 
t'reachery were probably derived from his in,.ttention and love of pleafure. 
for Madame Tenein; to remarkable for beauty, o.bihties. gallantry, :..nd 1kiU 
in political intr.igwc...drcw him into a conneCtion With her, a t the infligation 
of Torey. and coottived to ileal from him feveral papet) and dirpatches +. 

Two ruch oppotite c.haraCters as Oxford and Bolingbroke, could not long Dir.,~ltt 
, witit OlLloai. cordially agree.. Bohngbroke pof[efied great animation of countenance, de-

gance of man.ners, ioOd dignity of deportment. H e was fafclOating in can.-
verfati8n, of commanding eloquence, abounding in Wit and f:1ncy. maf\:er of 
polite Icarning. which hc knew how to draw forth on all occafions. )n 
his private charatl:er he was without morals and without principles. not 
only not concealing, but , raJ;~r proud of his profligacy. He w..as fond of 
pleafure, yet never [ufCl',d. -~ufernents to interfere witb affairs of 
importance; affeCting , to ~ the chara8crs of Alc~~iades and Fe-
tronius, by mixing pleafure..1l:1d bllfinef~ in whicb. when neceffity [equired 
his attendance, he was fo indefatigable. that he would drudge-like a com .. 
man clerk. Quick in apprebenfiOd, eafy of aced's. qo lefs anful in negotia-
tion th&n dccifive and vigorous in attion. clear and perfpicuous jn his ftyle., 
but too fond of declamation and ltIetapbor; adopting and enforcing all the 
~iolent mea.furcs of the Tories; fcorning to temporife, caballing with the 

The age of ~ aoU"&b,oke is rrro
rw:oufiy Ralrd by 1\1. biogt'lpbcr, and by Col~ 

.IM, bOth of .. hom ~r .. d&W", '75r, in hit 
'tth ycr, whkh pllcea hi, birtb in 1673- On 
the: faith oJ t"eCr authori~ J mentioned, III 
.. euty part af this wwk, p. r 4t tbat he .,u 
_ ~ oWer , .... $. &.bon W"1o, 

but the faa 4. be ,..11 two yean younr,', at 
apvean from' one of his leltm 10 Sir VI; 11I1IJn 
W:mdhllrDt da!ed 1hw 'pttIr" "":J ! 7}8. in 
",·hich he fays" moe mont/M hc:uce I U&aU be 
thre..:-1.c:ore." (EgremoDt Papen.) 

t Hnnce Walpole's Lettrrto Lm'd T o"nf _ 
heM, Nov. I. '7-3' WaJpok Papen_ 
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friends of the Pretender, either with 11 vjew to place him on the throne, or to 
obtain the removal of Oxford by thClf affiftance. 

Oxford was unimpeachod in his prJvate character, never offending agsinft 
It\orality. either in converCation or a8.ion, a. tend~r hutband and a good 
father; highly difinterefted nnd gt:nerous. He prided himCelf on his high 
dcfcent, was fiitf and formal in his deportment. and fo forbidding in his man~ 
nef, as not to attraa or conciliate thofe with whom he .d. H e wa'l learned 
and pedantic; embarraffed and inelegant, both ~n fpeaking and writi l\g. He 
was equally an enemy to pleafure and bufinefs j extremeJy ddatory and fond 
of procn.fti.nation; timid in public affairs, yet intrepid when his own perfon 
only was concerned; jC:l.lous of power, indefatigable in promoting the pet
ty intrigues of the court, but negligent in things ofimportan~e j a 'Vhig in 
hi6 heart, and a Tory hom ambition i too ready, for temporary com'enicllce, to 
adopt mea(ures he difapproved, yet unwilling wholly to facrifice his real fen
timents to intereO: or part}' j nffetl:ing the moll profound ftercey in all politi
cal tranfaCtions, and myfl:t'rious in the moll: t1'ifling occurrenct!S. He was It
:heral in making promiCes. yet breaki ng them without fenJ.,le, a defect which 
3.rok more from facility of temper, thari from defign. He correfponded at 
the fa~ time with the dethroned family and the houfe of Hanover, and wa,s 
therefore neither trufted or refpeaed by either party. The only point in 
which thefe two minifters agreed, was the love of literature and the patron
age of learned men; which rendered their adminiClration eminently illuf· 
triOU!. 

Tf'lc difagrerment naturally occa.fioned by ruch difcordance of tempers :uld 
principles, was heightened by a perpetual ftruggle for ~r, and tPte views 
of dilapPQintcd ambition. Bolingb~ · Wat' difgufted that Harley was 
adv-.mct'd to an earldom, while he was ooJy'lWated a vifrount ; a c:aufc of 
complaint which- he acknowledged, b}' fa1htg that he was dragged into 
the haufe of lords, i4'1 fuc:h a. manner as to make hi s promotion a. puniJh. 
anent and not a reward. He'was ftill fdrther' difc:ontented, when he was re· 
lufed the order of the garter, although fix vacant Tibbands ... ere confentd. 
"among whom his rival, Oxford, was not forgotten. But although he was 
difaffected, yet he did not venture to give a public oppoGtion to the firft mi. 
nifter. Oxford maintained the fuperiority of power. by the afcendancy of Jong 
\u<bit, by the inftuence!'1lf the fa"",,';,., lady 'Malbam, and by tilt thong 
pn;judice which queen Aime enttrblin<d againll Bolingbroke. for hi. nototi
ous profligacy. ' 

But when Oxford negleC\cd tb. Jocohit .. , by wbo/C alil\r.n", h. bad 
mad. a peace. and offended lady Malhom. by dcpriviDs her of a fb_ 

i!> 
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in tho profits of the 'affiento contract. Bolingbroke took adv:1tltage of Cbapcer 'S. 
there indifcretiOl'l5; he intrigued with Berwick and the agents of the Pre. 17S;rOIi'~6 
tender, ~abaUed witb lady Mafhllm, who favour~d the refteratlon of the Pre- \_. • 
tender, affdted to court· the Whigs) obtained the difiniffion of Oxford, and 
would have fucceeckd him in the place of lord high treafurer. had not the 
death of queen Anne dirappointed his. hopes. 

!king, by the command of George the Fil'fi. deprived of the {eab with Di(mi(Jed. 

marks of difgrace, be fent a vindication of his conduCt to the king, and 
in 3. vifit which he paid to Bothm:tr, attributed his difmiffion to the in. 
finU:ltlons of Oxford, and accufed his rival of ha,ving mifreprefented his 
conduCt·.' When the arrangement of the new adminifrration precluded 
him from all hopes, and the Tories were perfecutcd t he aCted with [pirit and 
dignity. and warmly defended .in the houfc of lord!, the peace of Utrecht, 
when it was attacked. . hy the Whigs. He would not however venture to 
fund the profecution which awaited him. but after having received, as he 
himfelf a(ferts, ccnain and r~pea.[ed information," that a refoluLion was Q.l!it~ Eng-
taken to bring him. to the fcafraId," he fled from England T ' laLid. 

Notwithftaoding the laboured :lpologies and eloquent vindication of hi,. 
conuuct, in his letter to Sir William W yndha.m; and his pofiti\'e a(fun.l1ces 
tbat he never formed a.ny engagements with the Pretender, until he hAd been 
attainted t; it is now afccruincd beyond the [maUen: doubt, that Boling
broke had entered deeply into the fl.hcmcs which O xford, in connivance 
with the queen, had formed to break the Protdlant fucceffion, and to place 
the Pretender on tbe throne of Great Britain i that Oxford had caballed 
with tbe Jacohite5~ principally with a view to o .... erturn the 'Vhig mininry~ 
and to facilitate the peaco; and tha.t the real cau[c of his removal was de~ 
rived from a refufal to continue the dcfigns. in favour of the Pretendef,. 
which Boij.Qgbrok.e offered to pur(ue. The wbole plan and progrd; of this. 
confpi:ra.cy is ,detailed in fo clear aDd unequivocal a manner by Marlhal Ber
wick, who was principally concerned;n the correfpondence, as to dcmonO:rate 
the guilt of Bolingbroke, and {ufficiently prove th;].t he was juftly attaigted 
for trea(oQOU$ praCtices by the:: fovcrc:ign whom he bad attempted to exclude 
from the throne II. 

Having quitted England, to avoid the punilhment which :l.\"aited him, he Joinl the 
th~w himfelfiniq1:he Pretender's fervil.:t, and \US appointed his (<<retary of Pretendor .. 

fiate. The PretCDder, QJl hi.. return from his ill-conduded expedition into 

• ~Il" Stitt: Papen, ~ s . p. 6~o. t Tindal, vol. 18. p. iS6. 
l.. r~ Anfwcr to the Jtemar~ ou tbc Cra(t.!mu'. Vindicatioll. II Meoloim de Dtrwic. 
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Scotland, fufpeaiag the tr •• chary or indifcretion of Bolingbroke, difinilrod 
bim &om his fervice with ignominy; many reports were fpread at Paris of' the 
mot.i~cs which induced" the Pretender to remove &. perron of ruch diftin. 
guifhed talents, to which the earl of Stair Judicroufly alludes in a private 
letter tCl Horace Walpole·. Bur "though cbarges of treachery + were laid 
againtl Bolingbroke, by the Pretender's party at Pa.ris~ yet as Staif gave no 
credit to them.i and as Marlhal Berwick: a1(o entirely cuulpatc::d. him from 
any imputation of tr.each.ery; we have no rea[en to fuppoG: that he illed 
contrary to hi! profeffions, or was mean enough to betray a prince wham he 
was at that time interefted to rc:ftore. His difmiffion was fudden and un
exped:ed. He bad [upped with the Pretender, who declared that he had 
many enemies, but a.ff'ured him of his unalterable kindncCs. Bolingbroke 
r~ at one in the morhiDg; and at nine the duke of Ormond came to de
mand tbe feals. The real cAure of his difmilIion was derived from fome 
:1bufive eltjJreffion~. which , i.li a thee ot mtOXlcation, be had uttered againft 
the Pretender. Ormonu, who was prefcnt. re1ated them in confidence to 
lord Mar, who, defirous ot rui.ning Bolingbroke, that he might fucceed him in 
his office of [ecretary of fid.te, ruked the duke, in the ptefence of the Preten
der. what the expreffiolls wen: which Bolingbroke had made ufe of. Ormond 
declined repealing them, until the Pretender commanded him; he then 
obeyed~ and the Pret.ender was fa exafpcrated, that he inilaDtJy fcat Or
mond to announce his difgrace. This fiep was taken witbout the.know-
1edge of the queen mother. H earing (,)f his difrniffion, (he feat to Baling
orok.~. requdting him not to retire; as nuLtters might be frill a(ljufted be
tween her fon and him. He returned for anfwer, tba.t I;e was a free man i 
.that he wi.lhed his ann might rot off, if he evc:.r drew his fword, or employed 
ids pen in .their fervice §. 

Bolingbrok~ in fact, rejoiced. at his difmiffioo, for it gave him an imme. 
diate pretence ta qlfit the poirty. "The chevalier, he fays, cut this gordian 
knot afunder It one blow. He broke die iinh of that chain whic.h former 
engagenwnts had faftencd on me, and gave me a flight to efteem. myfclf free 
from obHgations of k.eeping meafures with him. I took. therefore, num 
that moment, the refolution of making my peace at home, and of .empJoying 

• Cnm:(ponucnCt, Article lW; .... btote. 
PeriodlU. ~ + Thcfe charp were IItI,dc In a I«ter from 
'amet Mumy, afterwanh crn.tecl earl of 
])"nbar, by tM Ptctenda:. IlJd Wtt.c anfw.ued 
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atn the unfortunate cxpcrit'ncc I h"d ncqujrcd already, to undeceive my 
friends, and to promote rhe union amI quiet of my countr} .-

·C.hapt« 2~. 
17lS'tO 112~ 
'--,.";' He op~nctl accordingly a. m:gotiatiuH with the earl of St:m, who, he (..\Y5, 

had been commiffioned from England to trc:lt with him. but while he rcfufrd 
to reveal fecrets which had been intrllfled to him, nr bctmy his frjends, lIe 
offered 11i5 fervices- for the (upport of the efiahliOlcd gf)Ycrnmcnt. He {aid 
that he never did any thing$y halves, th:lt in returning to his duty he pro
pored to fcrve his king and country with zeal anti alfcClion j that with that 
view he thought bimfclf bound by duty and gralitmh'. honour, :lnd even 
fdf intc:rdl. to inform the king of every tbing, which his cxp(~ricncc could 
fuggcO:. that might be ufef'¥,l to fhcngthen the public traflquillity, and to 
crulh the projetts of the king's enemies. H e offered his fervices to recal 
to their duty the Toricil who had embraced the Pretender's party, by deve
loping his true character, and by fhewing how greatly they deceived thcm
fd\'cs in truning to him for fecurity for their religion and liberties. H As to 
myfelf." adds lord Stair. U I am convinced that he (poke to me in the Gneenty 
of his h~rtJ I firmly believe that he is refoh'ed to do all that lies in his 
power to fupprefs. and erad icate the Pretender's patty i and J am folly fa
tisfied, that there is no perron who can do more hurt to the eaufe than he 
can. At the end of our converfation, he preffed my hand j and faid, 
« My lord, if the mini1l.ers do me juflice to believe that my profeffions 
arc-Gneere; the more they manage my reputa ti on, the greater will be the ad- ' 
vantage to the king's affairs. If, on the contrary, they fufpetl my condu&. 
tlley will act right in cnaaing conditions, which I {hall alfo aft. right in re
jeCting. The difficulfics which I make in promifing too mut.:h, will gua
ranty the performance of my engagements. 1n all eare~ . time and my con
dud: will prove the updghlncrs of my intentions; and it is f3J' bettcr to wait 
with patience, than to obtain my' withes earlier, b)' quitting the p:tth Of 
honour and probit t.'· 

Tbere offer! frem to h~lse' bc~ ':l.CCepted ; promifes were made to him of 
reftoration to his country; a bartmy was, on the fecond of July 1716, con
ferred on 'his father, Sir Henry St.John, with a rcH~rlion to his other lon5, nnd

l 

it was in confequence of thefe favours, :lnd the 'e_xpeCtation of a future rewarJ: 
.and probably by the advice oflord Stair; that Bolingbroke wrote a confidential 
letter: to Sir ''Villia.m \Vyndbam, whi.,;h was putpofdy thrown into the 

.. Lctter.fg SlrWi\liam, w'YJld1!arn. . : Corrtrpoub«.. Period UI._Anidc'. 
t Lord Stair" Leltt r to ftcrdary Craggs, at l301ingbfl}k.e. 
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hands of the minifiry, :lnd of which an account is given by lord Townfhend 
to fecretary Stanhope, who was then at Hanover. This friendly com
munication, \n which he exhorts ,his friend to quit the <:aufe of the Pretender, 
was followed hy hi~ celebrated letter, that tva~ afterward!) publi{hct!. 

Altl. vuglt Bnlinghmkc, from the hopes at' bc:ing fcRored to his country. 
thus tlJ.verfcd the '\ iews of the Pretender; yet the minijte r~, wilo had rl!apcd 
great advantage frolll his recantation, did not julfil thei1=- premircs, amI he 
lorninuoo in anxious Curpenfe, C(;)nfuntly expeCting the performance of cn
gagements which was as conftantly deferred. 

Sunderland and Stanhope, in particular. feem to have given him expecta
tions, which theJ, either were ullable or neVl!r intended to realife j and a report 
of his reflomtion. in I 719, gave to Walpole, w~o \Vas then in oppofition, an 
olJportunity of mentioning it with public difapprobation. In his pamphlet 
on the peeragl" hill, fpeaking of Oxford. he fays. U His TiVoli in guilt and 
power even now prclurnes to expctl: an aEt of the legill:uure to ind~nlllify him. 
and qualify his villainy; and I doubt not but both • CXPl.'tt once mOre to 
give iJ.ws to the kingdom +." Yet it was under the adminiftration, and by 
the efforts of this very minifter, who had moved his impeachment in the 
llOufe of commons, that Bolingbroke was reftorcd to his country. In M ay 
J 723, bis pardon paired the great feal, or as it wnos called, his rclloration ill 
blood, which enabled him to return to his country, but without giving back 
,his forfeited e{tate, or his feat in the houfe of peers l. • 

Bolingbroke, on receiving his pardon, came to England, wrote letters of 
th;anb to the king, Townfhend, and the dllchefs of Kendal at Haoovcf. 
wi.ited on Wal(9)c, to whom he behaved in the mon fervile manner, and h<-~ 
teayed dio intrigues of Carteret with the Tories. He even pFOpo{ed to Wal~ 
pole, a coalition. with Sir William "'yndham, earl Gower, and other leaders 
of that party, whOql he defcribed as diffatisfied wit}" Carteret for baving 
amufed them with fa~fe hopes, difgu£l:ed with a fruitlefs oppofition, and anxi~ 
OllS to join adminiftration. Walpole replimanded his officioufoefs with be
coming dignity, and did not hilfit:lte infinuating, that he was working againft 
his owo interell, in attempting to form a coalition between the Whigs and 
Tories, when his reftoration depended {olety on a Whig parliament; at 
the fame time he frankly decla(ed that great difficulties oppofed it j gave no 
~ope$. that he would nUhlJ bring before the houfe of commons any motion 

t p.I+ .. 
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in his favour, and hinted, that. any future reward could only be purchared by 
future Cervices. Bolingbroke received thefe obfervatiol'1C; with the utrnoft: de
ference, acknowledged his obligations to Townfhenci and Walpole, and maJe 
the ftrongdt profeffions of future attachment. He kept up'a correfpondcnce 
wit,h the duche& of Kendal, and trufted to her influence for removing all ob
ftruCtions. 

He availed rumfe1f of this journey to renew ilis t.timacy with his former 
acquaintances, particularly Sir William W }'odhJ.U1, and to procure new con· 
neaions . . His infinu.'\ting manners and lively cUn\rer[ation captivated many 
who had dctdled him while in power and prolj>crity. Amongillhefe lord 
Finch and the car! of Berkley received his ov ... rture~ with compi.J.ccncy. and 
zealoufly efpoufed his caufe - . 

After paning a few weeks at Aix-IJ.-Ch:l.pelle, with a view to obtain pcr
mifiion to pay :l. vifit at H :mover; he returned to Paris, at tl}C moment when 
Horace Walpole aou Schaul> were firi\·ing for prl!-cminellce in the cabinet 
of VerfaiHes. Being fully convinced that Cartt:ret would be lId.:atcd, and that 
the influence of Townfhend and \VaJpole was predominant, he paid the 
moil: fervile court to Horace Walpole. and g:l. ... c him repeated information 
on (ubjects of great fecrecy and importance. . 

On the ueath of the duke of Orl~ans, a pro(peCi: opened to him of ren
d ering his fituation:1t P:ui:s extremely intercfi.ing. by becoLning a confidential 
challnt.:! of communication between the duke of Bourbon and the Britifh 
adminiftration, and his own efforts were not want ing to carry his fcheme into 
execution. He communicated to Walpole :lnd Harcourt the fituation of 
affair.!. at the court of France, drew the character :::md deiCribed the power of 
the duke of Bourbon, and the in,fluence of M:ldame de Prie over him. H~ 
{bted his 0\llil intimacy with the prime mininer and the miftrefs, and offered 
his Cervices to! carry on a fecret cor(,efponrJencc, and to promotfl'the good 
underftanding between the two kingdoms, whi~h h~d been elb.bliOlcd under 
the adminiftration of the la!e dukCl"of Orleans, and which. unlefs the uuke of 
~urbon could be kept fiCOldy to the famll principle5, was in danger of being 
overtwned t. 

Bolingbroke managed the bu,Gnefs with fucb dexterity, that he aR'eCl:ed to 
decline~ while be was moll. anxious to be employed in' this mediation; anu 

. appeared to be acting in cOhformity to the fuggeftions of the BritiOt cahinet. 
while he was carrying into execuci.on his own arrangements.· \,yalpole was f() 

t Corre(pondcnce.-Artic1e Bolingbrok.e. 
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Period I1Y', rar imporec.l on by his artful reprefcntations. that jie wrote to his nrotltor. 
17aG.10·'('Z.1· Hof':lCe, recommending him· tc) empl(ly Bolingbmk.e a.s agent with the duke: 
! ),t. , . of BOUIbon.j and had not the addrcrs and rag~ci'y of Lhe miniHer at Paris 

declined his intl'rpo(i(ion, and opened a diret1 coulmunication wi th the duke. 
of Bourl"oun. withoul the privity of Bolingbroke, :.he principalll1an,lgement 
Ofilic king'~ afr.lil !. muO:. have been thrown into hj~ hands, ~\nd tilt:: miniftcrs. 
in Engboo have been J&id under {uch obligations, that his complete I'l' ltora
tion would have bren an act: of jutlicc ami neceffity. Fuiled in this aucmpt •. 
he t:mlea\OOUred to inJinuate himCeif into the negotiation relating tu the gr:lnt 
of a dukt:dom to the Marquis de b. Vrillic:rc-. He related to Horace \Val
pole the embarraIrmenh und/i:r tvllich the duke of Bourbon laboured, cxag .. 
gerated the indiftrction of Schaub. and hinted that hr proper mao:J.gc-ment, 
t~lat intrigue migh[ be fo conduCted as to lay a founda.tion of merit with the 
French. miniilcr, and deft roy the cred'it of Cartere t. In a conference which 
be hOO wit·1I the duke uf Bourbon, the a~C01:lnt of whit.h he took. care 
ihould be communicated to Horace Walpole·, he decried Carteret, praifed l 

Townl'hetJd, and exalted the abilities and influence of Walpole. This· 
double dealing did not efcape the notice of Schaub; and in reply to his ac_ 
count, tranfmitted in bis private corre(pondence, Carteret was induced to ' 
obferve. "" What you fay of Bolingbroke is fcarcely credible. If it is true, 

" lie ha!. not half the capacity I thought he ·had to" 
In the midA:: of thefe intrigues, Bolingbroke opened his fihntion 3.nd ex- ' 

plained his fentiments to Horace Walpole. He defcribcd his fufpence and 
agitatioll; recapitulated the repe.'\ted promifes given by Sunderland and Stan.
hope, mentioned his repeated difappointments, and obferved." that autumnal , 
promifes had ended in'vernsl excufes." He cxpreffed his thanks for the 3.t1: 
of favour lately extended to him, and added that he had no rc .. ~n to com- 
plain of the prefent minifier" ilS they had ' performed as much as they had 
undertaken. H e truned that the inclinations of the king, as well as thofe of 
Townihend and l"klpole, were not unfav6urable; and ·hoped that his refto~ 
ration might be obtained in parliament. He endeavourod to' feparate his cafe 
from all con6deration5 of p.1rty. He artfully declared himfelf at full-liberty, 
as having no tic nor obligation to any perfons, but to thofe who would come 
forward in his favour; difclaimed aU conneftions with the Tories, whom be 

'. Lttter from Horace Walpole to Robert· 
Walpole, Pari!, Dt(;emOet 1S, .1 7S.,. Walpole ......... 

t· Carteret to Sdiaub, March It, '7%4. 
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atcufed of ha .. ing treated· him with ingrat.itude and b:ubariIY; and declared 
his firm opinion, chat rhe auminiflr:uion could not fbod. nor th!! gowrn_ 
ment be fupported, excepting on a Whig' found:llioll, :md no cllgr:lftmcnt 
(!'Quid be tnade but upon a Whig finck. H e protected that he would pro\'~ 
himfelf a faithful ftlbjctt to tile king. and be for ever gratl"ful to thore who 
had (cn'cd him in fo important an aHa!r j and would act as Ihey lhould pre
feribe to him. either by exert ing.himfe1fin tl1t houIe of lortls, or by retiring; 
into the rountrr. '" 

The reply of HOT:1Ce \Valpole was open; manly, and expiicit. H e ex
prcffed gr>!at rati ~f.l(:l!on at the dcciJ.ration, that his brother amI friends had 
never (k'("civC'd Bolingbroke, and [aid that what remained La be done de· 
pcnded on p:lri iamcnt. He eXPofed the difficulties arifing from the temper 
and difpofltiull of partics, hiOled at the gcneral averfion of the \Vhig! to his 
rdioration, lklcribcd the cmbarraffinent of the mininers, and the obfla,cie! 
which might arife to defeat it, if precipitately introduced into the houfe of 
commons; and he hinted in gencral terms, that his brother's pronenefs to 
mercy, his regard for Bolingbroke, and his inclination to oblige lord Har
court, would iocline. him to adopt any praaicabJe means to do him. fer ... 
vice. 

Bolingbroke obferving, from this difcourfe. that infuperable difficoltiesoo-
ftruetcd his complete refloration. prudentl}' appeared to give up that defign. 
and requeftl.!d that Horace \Valpole would intercede with his brother, at 
leaf\. iD obtain the rever[al. of his attainder, [0 far as to render him capable 
of enjoying the family eftate, aft-er the death of his father. H e added, 
that he had not mentioned' this requeft even to his friend lord. Harcourt, 
but entirely fubmitted it to the. gpod will and judgment of tlu: minifter at 
the head of the treafury •. . f 

His views at this period were-·f.dl&ated by his marriage with Madame de 
Villette, the niece of Madame de Maintenon, a woman Df ~e3.t lllerit and 
accomplifhments, who was highly ellt:emod.at tbe French court; and a private 
tranfad.l0n, which related to part of her property, gave him an opportunity 
of fending her to Engl:md, and. of foliciting his renoration. Madame de 
Villette ewployed Drummond, an Englifh banker, to place£,. 50,000 in the 
funds., who purchafed, in the name of Sir M:a.tthew Decker, long annui
ties, be&ring intereft at 4- per cent. Decker gave a note to Drummond; 
with an order to pay tho fum on the demand of M.a.dame de .V.illette. Eigh_ 

.... l£lra(C Walpole', Lettc:t to Robat Walpo1c.-orfotd &Dd Walpole Paper •• 
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teen months afterwards, Decker paid /...1,000 on her draft, and remitted 
her the annual illtereO: of the remhinder till Chriflmas 1723. About that 
period. he refuted to transfer a.ny more money on her order, allc:t1ging. 
that a~ Ole was m.lrr~ he could not deliver it up without being indcm
nifi L·d ; :111.1 tlte fituation of lord BoJingbro~e. whofe d1:ale and property 
had been declared forfeited. rendered his indemnification of no a\·:lil. Thus 
('i" cum{Llnced, his lady repaired to England, bearing tnt" name of Vlll l.! tte" and 
required the pa) illcnt of her money in her own right. She brought flron~ 
II.:t'o01mcnd.Ltions from the duke of Bourbon and cOlmt de Morvilk, and um!:':1 
cover of lilis lmnfaftion. paid afliduous court to the minillcrs. by whom 
file was well re~J;jved, and from whom fhe obtained a promite to reverie: 
thac part (l the bill of attainder which related to the forr~itu]'(: of his c1late. 
Bolingbroke expl'dfed himli:lf highly fatisfied with th is promifl.!, altltough it 
fell (hort of the oilers which had been made': by the preceding adminiflration. 
and rcn(' ...... ed. in lhe ftrongeil: kl1u:" his profdliolls at devotion to Walpole. 
for this efii:ntial mark of fayour. 

The minifter. however, had many difficulties to encounter. :lnd many oh
flruCl::iom to remove. hefoH: he could venture to fubmit the qudtion to tIle 
huu(1::: of commons. Although Sir \VilliJ.m \Vyndha.rn had conciliatt:d. in 
f.1 vour of BoliJlgbroke, a great number of Tories, ),et a confidcrable bod)' of 
them. highly diffatisfied with his late application .10 thc\Vhigs, Rill remained 
inflexible:. But the principal oppoCition was cxpeth:d from the fb.um:h 
Whigs. thore who had been the ftrenuous advocates for the fucceffion in the 
Hanover family, and who were the firm fupporte rs of government. To ob ... 
tain their afient, or to baffle their attempts, required much tkill and manage. 
rncnt, and was the work of time and labour. .. . 

The time at length arrived when this promife was fulfilled. On the 20th 
of April J 725, lord Finch offered to t~ buufc of commons, a petition from 
Henry ~t. John, late vifcount Bolingbroke, feuing forth. U That he was 
truly concerned fo r his offence in not having furren<kred himfelf, whereby 
he was attainted of high treafon, and forfeited aU his real and JX:rfonal db.te. 
and praying, that leave may be given to bring in a bill for reftoring hint to 
his family inheritance, and enabling him to make purchafes of any real or 
pcrfonal eftate within the kingdom." 

Walpole brought the conrent and approbation of the king ; and after the 
reading of the- pctiti()e, fecondod the motion, made by lord Finch. for bring. 
ing in the bill, by obferving, " Th3.t he was fully fatisfied the petitioner had 
fufficiently atoned for his paft offences, and therefoIe dcferved the favour of 
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that haute fo far, ;lS to enable him to enjoy his fil-mi1y inheritance, which 
coukl not be done without an acr of par:ia.n wnt." 

Methuen, compt roller of [he houlcho1d, in an animated {pee.h. which 
made a dt'cp iOlprcffidn on the houfe, expreffl.:'u his hearty difapprobation of 
the mol ion, nod oblervcd, " that the public crime .. for winch this Petitioner 
ftood attainted, welc 10 hc..inolls, fo Ilagrant, and of fa deep a dye, as not 
to admit of any expiat ion or atonement; and whatever he might have done 
to dcfcn'c his majc:fly's private grace anct paruon. yet he thought him alto~ 
get her unworthy of any national favour~" Then. after enumerating the 
inftanccs of hi ~ villainous and fcandalous condu\.'tJIIIHhile he had a Olan! in 
the aclminiflration of affairs in the Jaft reign; he concluded, .. to fum up all 
his crimes in one, his traiterous deftgn of defeating the Proteftant fucceffion, 
the foundalion of~Olh our prefcnt and future happinefs; and of advancing 
a popilhtfn::tcnder to [he throne, which would have involved his native 
country in cndlefs mifery." The arguments which Icrjeant MiJJer advanced 
were no lefi. (hong . .. He was againft the motion for three rcafons: I . Becau(e 
he thought it againfi the inlerefi of the king. 2. Agai nfi the intereft of his 
country. 3. Againft the interdl: of the~refe'nt rninlftry. That he loved the 
king better than he loved himfclf; and hated hJ~ enemies more than he did. 
That he loved his country as lie loved himfclf; and as he thought its intereft 
infeparable from the king's, fa he would not have an}' public favour fhewn 
to one, who had aacd in fo notoriolls a m,\uner aga;nfl. hath. And as for 
the prefent minifters, he was fa well fatl sfied with their jull, prudent , :Iud 
fuccefsrul management, that he would not fce them expofed to the cabals 
and intrigues of their inveterate, though fecmingly reconciled enemies * ." This 
oppofition was ftrenuoully enforced by Arthur Onllow, afterwards fpeaker of 
the houfe of commons, lord William Paulett, SJr Thomas Pengelly, anu 
fevemJ others. who almofl: uniformly (upporteJ the meafure!o of government. 
The motion, however, was carried bY 2.3' voices agamft 113; and lord 
Finch and W alpole were ordered to bring in a bill according to the prayer 
of the petitioner t. . 

On the fecbnd reading of the bill, lord William Paulett moved for the ad
dition of a dauf~. U difabling the laie vifcount Bolingbroke from being a 
member of either 'houfe of parliament, or from enjoying any office or place 
of truR." This motion, warmly fecomlcd by feveral members, was no 
Icfs ftrcnuoufly oppofcd by the minifter, and negath-cd by 154 againft 84-
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The bill being ~eed to, was fent up to the houfe of lords, there it paff"cd 
without a divifion; but not without a violent protcft figncd by five" Jords, 
-and finally received the royal affcnt. 

Thm was concluded this difficult and difagrce:ilile bufinefs, from which 
the nlltlifil!r acquired more unpopularity than frolll any ot her atl in his ad
mmiflration •. for which he incurred grear cen{ure both from friends and 
enemie~, and Or which. inftead of concIliating the favour, he exafpL"r.I.ted the 
very perf on for whom he expofed IHmftlf to 10 much obIOtlU~" 

Soon 3frer the palling of this a&:. Bolingbroke retu rned to Engl:md, wholly 
.diffatisfied with the rev.fal of the forfeitu re) which he h:\d 10 repeated ly and 
earneftly folicited as the termimtion of his hopes. and for which he proffered 
his moil. devoted attachment to thofe who fhould f.tvour his caufe. .. Here 
1 am," he ' ohferved in a letter to Swift, " two thirds ~O:nrcd . my perron 
fafe, (un!crs I rnl"et hereafter with harder treatment than even .at of Sir 
Walter Raleigh) and my eltatc, with all the other property 1 have acquired. 
or may acquire, fccwt."<1 to me. But the att.linder IS kept carefully and pru
dently in force. left fo corrupt :l member lhould come again into tht' houfe 
of lords, and his b.u.1 )C;l.VCIl lhould ~u.r that I\~'c<:t unt.linted mars t." 

About the fame time. he wrote a letter to the kmg. claiming tht" proOlife 
that had been made of a full reftltution, laying the blame. of the t.lilure on 
the minifter, whom he accufed of me::mncfs and treachery f. under the malk. 
of good will. He difcJaimed all obligation to Walpole, always afi(.' lled, both 
in his public wfi~ings and private letters, that the l ing invited him, and 
drew him into Englac.d by frequent, foleOlu, alld un[ol.tcltcd promlfe; of 1m 
complete .reRora.tion §. . 

He now ,\leclared himfdf a. decided enemy to Walpole, etfet'tcd a reconci
liation with the Tories, whom he had fa recent Iy reyJ!ed,Joined Pulteney and 
the difconlcnted \Vhigs ;' and a rear had fcarcely eiapfed fince the paffiog of 
the bill, before he began 10 publiOl in ~he CrAftfmall, a pohtil31 p.lper, which 
6rft appeared the 5th .of Decem~r J 7'1.6, a feri lls of drays replete with the 
moll bitter inveCtives. 

The adherents of the minifter. in thei r turn, no le G. bitterly accufcd Bo. 
lingbroke of ingratitude; that after being refto,ed to the li-betty of breathing 
the air of his native COU(ltry, ,and the enjoyment of his fortune !When he 
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SIR ROB,ERT WALPOLE. 

w» defervedly an exile from one. a.nu had juftly forfeited the other) by 
the indulgence, favour, and affilta.nce of anuther nundlef, ufing that 
indulg~nce, and req~ing thaL fAvour. by \J.bouring the dcfuuCllon uf l1is 
benefactor. 

In all qudlions where party is concerned, and rcfentment excited, and 
whert: abure is thrown out with unabating virulence on both fides, it is diffi
cult (0 reconcile diCcordant afiertiofiS. and to txt~ truth from oppofite 
accufations. It is no lefs difficult to rendtr the conduct: of. \V.llpolc can
fillent with that pludence by whicb he was commonly tlireEted, or to jullify 
the moti~es which induced rum to pI,ornote, a~ aCt, that enabl~ Bolingbroke 
to fettle In England. lind to harafs hIS adnunlilralwn. He had kno",n Ih6 
lingbroke frotn his early youth j he appreciated his talents, was aware of lu)' 
infinualing manners anti reftle!s temper, was not ignorant tbat while he was 
paying the maet fervile c~un to the WlugI, he: had been ca.bal1mg with 
the Tories; was convinced that,no dependence could be placed 00 his word, 
and mull have been con(cious that nothing lefs than a full rdtoration would 
fatisfy a mao. of his afpiring ambition. _ 

But the apparent inconftftence and imprudence of Walpole's condud:. afe 
fufficiently accounted for from tbe fecret hiftory of tbis whole tmnfad.ioo; 
from which it appears, that he (lid not att from his own impulfe, but was 
gradually led to promote a meafure, winch he did not approve. \Ve have 
the authority of Sir Robert Walpole himfelf, that the relloration of lord Bo~ 
lingbroke was the work of the duchcfs of Kendll. and that it was in obe~ 
dlence to the exprefs tommands of the kmg. t1l.at he fupported the act. 
Bolingbroke, -continually ,diuppointed in his hopes, had recoune to a furer 
and more powerful channel ot favour. He gained the duchefs of Kendal 
by a pre(cnt of '£.11,000·, and obtai.ued a promifc to ufc ~r inlluence 
over the king for the purpofc of forwarding his complete reftora.tion~ Har .. 
court, with her co.operation, feems principally to have mauaged this deli .. 
cate bufinefs j and as at this perled Townlhend was I*:Oflciled to the du .. 
chefs of Kendal, it was probably owing to her intereft that he was induced 
to move the: king to grant a pardon to Bolingbroke, and even to give him 
ftill ruther hopes. . ' 

In Ibis jllochlrc:, l'ownlh.Ad r<m9Ved to Hanover, and left to Walpolo the 
ma~lofthe bu6l>Cf •. Walpoleilaving Coundedhis 6ieAdi,and theadvo-
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ratesofgovemment. fOl.lnd that !hongobjellionsweremadc tathe reftoration of 
foobnoxloU!3. perfon,and being himfe1finc1inc:tI to tbt[al11c opinion, he, with hrs 
ufual frankncf~ itnd randoUf, reprefC'nted the -t\iffic:ul.es, not only to TOWhf· 
he~d. but even to Bolingbroke himfelf, and declined entering into any farther 
eng:l.~mcnt!t . Bolingbroke, who welt underftood the temper of parties, (oon 
perccivt'd that inruperable obftades ~ere oppoled to his complete rdl.ora~ 
tion. He thought fit, th('refore, to temporize, and requcfted, as I have 
already obfcrved,. thc-rcverfal of part of the bill of attainder, without ob~ 
taining his feat in the hauee of lords. This requefi, iirongly enforced by 
the duchefs.,-f Kendal, was particularly recommended by the king to \;Yal~ 
pole, in a mort authoritative manner. The nUnifter could not venture to 
difobey the exprefs commands of the king; could not with£bnd the impor
tunities of tbe duchers, who bad recently affifred in driving Carteret and Ca
dogan Trom the helm; was anxioU! to oblige lord Harcourt, with whom he 
then lived in h2.bits of tl1e ftridcil: LOtlmaC)' , and W.lS overcome by the un
ccafing folicitations of Dolingbrok.e, and foitened by his profeffions of in
violable devotion. 

Walpole himfelf performed all he had promifed; and had rearOD in his 
turn to expect the ~complifhment of thofe profcffions of gratitude which 
Bolingbroke had r~cently made to him. He was not refponfibJe for any 
:.greement made by the preceding adminiftration j he was not anfwernble for 
the private aifut"&nces of the duchers of Kendal; he was not even bound 
by the proml{e .. if any ftl~h were pofit'ive1y made, of the fo\'ercign himfelf. 
BOlingbroke had therefol't' no reafon to accufc Walpole of meanners and 
tre2,:hery, of having broken his word, and of having deceived him under the 
ma1k of ~cf~wiU; for the minificr never i~ any inftance promitCd a full 
reftitution" nut a.Jways in the moll frank and can.did manner, gave no farther 
hopes than obtaining the repeal of that part of the bill of attainder which 
related to the farfi:iture of his cnates. 

But whatever weft the motives which*.induC'ed Walpole to confent to the 
return of Bolingbroke, it was undoubtedly the greateft ad: of imprudence 
w!l'kh he; ever committed. For till that event, he had only to contend 
with an heterogeneous OppofitiODJ unallied in principle, and divefted of mu
tual confidence; eaSly vanquifhed, becauCe not capable of uniting under 
any leadtr acceptable. to all in a. we'K~con~ed'- attack. It l'tn1aintd for 
Bolingbroke to infufe fpint and harmony into this inert and ill-combined 
maf.. H. foon founel mC&IU to dr.tf this .nd, by • pl.ulil>\e philofophy, 
l<Commtnded by all the pac .. of e1oqUCl1C<, and enforced by all the oru of 
pet{onaI oddrof.. H. di .. tt.ed and inCpired their 1abowf in parliament;).qd 

his 




