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his read,. pen was employed at once to jufiify their camlua:, and. to vilify Chaj)tn fro 
their adverfanes. '12,$(0 l7.o 

His writings were ~commendcd b)" a glare of metaphoril.:11 ornament, at R~k" 
I · C I h ~Il . h' h 'da zI h . d f ' ~l'l . ! r ' .... 11 t lat time very unulUa. ,t e eue ot W Ie was to z e t e JU grnent 0 the th~ p'lh.ic ~t 

re.1der, fix-his atttntioh upon the Curface, and pre\'ent him from penetrating wri!.in!l: ' of 
into tbe fub!ta.nce of the 3rgument. Uolingbrokc. 

It is a juft remark o[his biographer, t1~:lt Bolingbroke too frequcnbly f.'\lJs into 
the fame efrorof which he accufc:s Clarendon, that of ~ving ch3:rattcn 'of Per­
fons which nre incompatible with their actions. He warped hiftory to his own 
convenience, and waslefs folicitous to repeeCent paft events trul}'. than. und~r 
colour of relating them, to draw parallels with thofe againH \\ hom he di­
reeled his efforts, by relecting only fueh parts as fuited hi!> particular views-. 
In drawing the chara~er pf Walpole, Bolingbrokr i ~ guilty of the groffdl: 
mi[rcpret~ntation. nr:d tbe mof! exaggerated malice. It is recorded of Zeuxis. 
the celebrated p:Linter, thar for the purpofC of giving perfetlion to the por~ 
trait of Venus, he [elected the moll: beautiful parts of ·the mof!' beautiful 
women, "3nd from the union of thore p:lrts, formed the goddeC$, without a. 1 
lingle defeCt ]n his political ddineations, Bolingbroke has purfued the 
oppofite lme 0{ conduct. He felecte~1 from the minifters of all times and 
countries, their prominent vices, and from their affcmblagc. drew the por~ 
trait of Walpole without a fingle virtue. 

From the ycrfatility of Bolingbroke's political life. no fundamental prin. 
ciple of aCtion could be expected; for where is that prinl:iple whi'ch at fome 
period he had not violated? Where was the party to which 11e had not rcn~ 
dered bimfelf obnoxious? Nothing then remained for him, but to form a 
po1ilical creed as verfatilc as his life, and which, Proteus~lik.e, adapted 'tlele 
to all times, fitua.tions, and circumftances. I 

His dottrines are principaUy r~uced under three heads. A go\;emment 
by prerogative. rather tban by influence.; coalition of pat1:U:s; the fup­
poCed perfection of the huma.n fpc:c~ in p:ut iculnr inftallcei. 

The leadiIli principle of his writings was, thOlt a government by prc:roga­
th'e was bettc:r tban a government by influence. In enforcing this topic, the 
author~rays hi, averfion to the revolution, while he afl'l.'l.9:s to praife it, 0,­
an atfertion no las rem~ukabl~ for its audacity tholO jts untruth. namc1y. 
that the right. of the fubjed we", \.'lore endangered by the fyllem of in­
fluence, whi,h had

j 
taken ~ tinCt, than by that of arbitrary power which 

.... pWf.,ro -before that """. That the crown had .cq~ired more fourm 
~f PQwer by !he eftablilhmoilt of tbe funds, and nomination of revenue of· 

o Llf .. ! JoUopok., p. m. 
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fieers, and enjoyed the meant of invading liberty nlore effectually by the-­
conilltution of the revenue. than it ever htLd been invaded by prerogative. 
He charaC'terifcs prerogative as a mere ditntrn, and influence as a lIrot and 
N"tkfi"o~/e mo'!flrr, fnr mon tiAlIltrOHI/O our liberties. He avers, that national 
corruption, which he makes the necetfary cOI1(equencc of inverting the 
crown wilh the nomination of the officers ~mployed in man'aging the re­
nnue, is becomeuniverfal,and that the 10(s ofliberty is the natural and necef-
1:II"Y confequence of naional corruption. From there premi[~s he draws the 
obvious conclulion, tbat if becomes highly neccffary to fave the ruin of the 
conftitution, by reducing the power of the king. by men,Qs of an indcIXndent 
houfe of commons; and declares that the only method of effecting thi!., was 
to lcffen the means of corruption, to revive frequent parliamenls, and to in. 
fl)re their purity by introducing felf~denying ordinances. 

This tenet could only be fupported by the other two dofrrincs, equally 
abfurd amI extravagant. Tlic Ct::wnd of there duct cines was to .enforce 
the £M/ilioN tif paTJiN, by which he underflood that all the ' invidiollS dif­
tinctions of Whig and Tory·, DiU-enter and Cburch-man, which had fo long 
troubled and diftraded the kmgdom, Olould be funk into thofe of court 

'and country; the 6rll of which he confiders as a fanion and £"Y1derory agailiff 
rlze otlter; and the fecond he cha.rallerifes under the denom.iution of £o,yJi ... 
JUJ;o1falijis , 

With a view to eft'eC\: this purpore in a free country~ in which party is an 
efi"ential requifite, he drew out a fyftcm of policy [0 artfully contrived, that 
any mlltl, whatever were his political opinions, might, wit.hout appearing to 
cit(ert his own prlnte notions of government, eolifi: himfelf under the ban­
ners of ~ny oppofition, or 'YO~e in favour of any queftion, however R:pugnant 
to his real {entiments, under the notion of oppofing or driving out a cor­
rupt mioifter, and the femblance of layrng.,tide all prejudice and party at­
tachment. 

In attempting to t1tpl,rk 1111 {fJrllftr dift;IIBiMIJ,/~ tHlire",en 0/ all d~ionlt 
ad ID change JIll ,,1Ii·row Jpiril oft.any ;fltc-IJ difvfN~ JPn-if. .j" p.Mit ~oJl1Ice, he 
weli kneW tbat he contraditled the hiftory of paft. ages. and the C1:pCrience of • hi •• w"; and he tlt=fure broached the third ~. the fuppofed perfoa,jon 
of'tllt!roman Ij>ecies, in pIl1icular ilrilaJnt. C<>Il'riD«d of the abfuJdityci ad­
.... cing. that an oppofition compered- Of the 100ft heteroge_.partt eould 
continue uniformly true to thei> poofoiftd' principleo. and would ad! he di­
tile<!' or d.fi!rt each otjler.t 'the ibftiption, of ambition or'teIf-inttrd!, he . . . 

The impoffibility of rec.onciltng the 
Whl" Uld the Torie&, and the different.vic.., 
., tbotC partk$. arc fully ~\1In by hit cwn 

cCllfeffion, in _ Ittter to Sk Willilm Wynd­
='Vt!~ .) .. J. U,. c,mrpolldence, .. 

tumcd 
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tumed I&i! hopes of' Cuecef! from the many to the few; to thor!'! few 'tvlw til. 

t:'ofi lilt 'While rU/fIn of the fpedes, 'Wh~ nre bom 10 it!flruEl. 10 gtli.Jt. ond..to 
pre/n'w,. II" . who art. de.ftg,fUd t(J lu lulors and paI'diam oj hI/man kiuJ. 
Forgc:ttmg hu own complamr, that ItUJlfon paJ1i.~,.e fo jlroHg. aNd Iwman 
rtllfon fo weak, he defcribed. men as they ought to be, and not as they arc; 
men whom he rcprefented liS j1ars jill fillck ;/1 g(Y.)d p!t:1l1y lip hltd down O!" 
Jmmfihert. nlaking virlu& the foundation of tlteir fiimdj/tip. ond mmi lilt lilie 
10 III(;" favollr .; Jidig!tting ralh~ to lit 1/IONg"I /,ood titan greoJ i jujJ til (1/1 their 
Julii"S,s;. modmlle in Ih.:ir plenJHres; nof Jotiriu)JlSfor a plaa Im auft Ih r:y 'lutJ/u 
iI, .ttI hmu1e the plaet wnllls dum. 

But frill confcious that be overrated the number of thore chof~n few, hI.: 
concentroted the virtues and witi.:lom of the whole ' fpecies into one man, 
A PATRIOT KING, whom he confick:red as born,to form the happinefs an~ 
glory of E ngland, under whofe government the lead, nnd nlllh~ mt:mb(1'J,fo~lIld 
it united hi OM (om",OJJ (I1Ufo.., and nnimaJtd hy OM (f;11ImOJl Jpiril. 

In drawing this chimerical charac1er, he laid down pofitions no lees chi­
merical. He fuppofed that aU difiinttions of party, all cabals for favour, 
and aU jealoufy i'll iatdividuals polTeffing, or contending f9r power, {bould 
be '"entirely fu~ffed by the wifClom a.nd virtue of one man, whom he caU, 
a fort of jlo.1foing ".jrncie; and that a. whole nation lliould be fa pelfcd:. in. 
judgment, and juft in practice, as to acknowledge t11at they were mlue happy 
by filch exertions. In this extraordinary attempt to reconcile the ide:\~ of a 
government by prerogative with thofe of liberty and happinefs, he endea­
vours to bribe the imagination. inftead of convincing the juugmcnt. by an 
artificial and brilliant difplay of al l thofe fcenes of. fplclldor and domeftic 
fclicity which are fo lavifhly and exquift.te1y pouttrayed in the Cyropax.lia of 
Xenophon, and Fenelon's Td,ema~as j fcenes which adorn the page of 
the (peculative pb.ilofophcr, b~ be conCtdered as mere puerilities from, 
a pratlical polit ician. . 

In .giving thefe reveries to. the public, he m.1de u(e of 3 fpccious philofo­
phi£al jargon, them novc:J, and calculated to make ao imprdflOn 0 0 19norant 
minds .. 6nce hecome more common, ana jOllly exploded, as the C:l,Ilt of 
hypocrify or enthufiafm. Ju prt:tenGolU were founded OR candour, l.ibera~ 
lity of (entiment,.univerfal philanthropy, and a tender concern for the hap­
piner, of poll<ri(y. 

He defcribocl biJafelf .. labouring to. ,<i-fol' ""<flint 'I Jjbmy. "rif"'" 
He .,lIls, (I" I'D rlli/6-.11it ptin.nus of the people. l:ic:dwcl.t with rapture Oft 

ti, ... o£ P"i,EJ, P"'""-,..,,J tM t:IJ .. pkhos of lor;iJJ A.tp;""p. He talked: 
til eo. MO,aI jyjl(m of Ine 'WOrld, lite ftJ/M of infoUte wifdom, Ihe univrrjal law 
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of rr'!fol'. of moral duly drown from t"e ro,y!i/ution of h,muJJt nflttlre. oj IIt'lt1Jtr4i 
jitnljs of ihb:gJ. H e m:lintained thot the floruj/ and eajidl m~thod of arriving al 
r~aJ 1t11 ~'l.uJtdgi7. ·W.1f 10 Irtllt bnck g~i'ernment 10 "It firfl good prillClpln 011 which 
it is /mmded ; prr"luirkJ an'lWtrafures of londl/fl fotllJduJ 1m trrll propq/itionJ, nil of 
'Whirll are o/rl'iolfJ, mOl~'1 of them Jdf-t'Uidmt; prifldp/~s laid ill Ihe fyJIem oj 
hllmo}/ 1M/1Ire. ,ltfl1.VIJ fiom Ihol lOllra from 7tJhtllct all tht dutit!J of public Imd 
pri'LMf t 'hOmlilY mfif' be deri'L·rd. He boafled oj the noble prfl"ogllli'l)c o!Jo'l,'c,"ning 
II j/Jllel)' of frcemm hy (l cOl!/litulion founded on the ttenlal nues of ll~~hl reajon. 
{md direElt!d to promote Ihe happillifs 0/ the 1lJhole, and evel:" indiv idJlal. After 
Come tri te obfervations, that the good oj the ptople is tlu . ttimMe nlld (rile end 0/ 
,f,ovetmufllf. nnd thaI without liberlY no hoppillefs CON be "!Jo)'ed b)' Jociel)', JJ C: 
ftylcs the king the firfl p,'Vmtl of Ihe ptop/e, (OI!filtl"S his right as Q Iruj/, alld 
llte;"s, ~..vhich he en/Is nil il/delt!ajible right, as a properly" 

From the numberieCs contradi'ctions and political abfurdities to be found 
in ahnoft: every page: of hi. work;, f flja1l felC'Ct two intunces which rdaft' 
t o WoJpole. After h:lvingdeCcribed the h;deou! 1IIollfirr. <ormptioJl. and {hewn 
that unln .. it was annihilated it would fwallow up the conflitutioo, :lnu de­
Rroy Ihofo lib .. rt;n v"it/llml 'ulMdl HO happillefi (ould be eJJjoyta hy JO(J~ty ; aftt:rdif­
-pl.a r ing {lie ncndlit y of j1:u/ting III' wil h all t hr bars alld boils oJ law, t Iz.: /rinripol 
l'Iltrh's JI:rough 'lullid, Ihe tvrrrnlS of (orl"tlpliOll have bUll Itt h, upolj liS, he adds, 
1 Ja.'! the [Jl'liuipal elllrirs, buou!r, however il lIlay appellr ill "Ie,.~ /J!ectl/o/i01I, I 
Illink it W()ftlJ not be Jomul in praflitt: 10 be poJlible, 1/0 /lor ELI0ULE luitlM, 
lojl.lIt Ihem 11i' ALL . .. 

After having, iu a long relies of in\l'eCtivcs, reprobated in every·particular, 
and reproached the corruption 6f Walpole, afcribed to that all his power- in 
the .cabinet. and in the lenate, branded h im with the names of h;gh p,-icjf,firjl 
mi.f!iolJary, and treo/urt:r oj (omlp!ioll, he acknowlcdges1 that Ihe ajct:JldOll(Y he 
I/O(/ a/quirto ((mId no/ ft alJriblild 10 his J~,.iilrily 0/ f!<7I"1J, O R HI S 6L tJ MS Y 
TAL E N T 0 l' B R 1B E It Y tllolte, bJjt thnt his lOllg (on/illl(Qllte i" ojJice fIlry! be (If 
cribed to the faintllejJ and illduiftvenejs of oI'Pofillon. 

In faC\:. the noble writer himlelf lived to (ee tbe impraltic.ability of his own 
lpeculativc doltrines, H e therefore looked forward to what he called better 
t imes. and left hi'.vifionary project as a legacy to pofterity j 1 tar" myftlf, he 
1a,ys,!rom the gmtralion that is going Dj", to tile gnterlJlion Ilttft is coming fin /ht 
ji.ge. Thus in a few .4s he c.onfclfcd. tbat aU his writings, and all his 
taboun were repu~"e ~onlittutioo" of human nature, as exhibited by 
bis OW.D experience. ,",,*unately, the baneful dfeCts of Bolingbroke's influ • 
.cJI(% w.'" COWlt~ by tile """WI> profiigacy ofh~ priWpies, and the un. 

l'opWarity 



SIll. P.O!,ElI.T WALPOLE. 

popularity of his character. For the public prejudice againft him was (0 
great, that Pulteney recommend~ his departure from EnglnnrJ becaufe hi, 
cO-operation rendered their eaufe Ic(, refped:able •. • . 

H is fj}Cculative eifu(i()ns. notwithftanding their fplcndour of diaion and 
gl'3.ces of ftyle. are not confultcd M c()nt~ining juft axioms or practical pre­
~epts j except by t~o(e who ,:ifh to avail ~hcmlc!Yl!s of tbe laxity of his po_ 
I lt ,ca~ tenets, and Ius affecb.tlOn of recurnng to firn principles and, abRract 
~oanne<;. for the purpore of fubftituting a capricious and theoretical fyftem. 
In the place of a well ckfio.ed and 'imlted government t-

CHAPTER . THE TWE-NTY·SIXTH: 

17 23-I 7.2 S· 

Dif/tlr6IJff({J in 1ft/and, tJuajiOlltd k'J tVood'j Pt1tmf.-P"blic 0/1(/ [tnu Hi(­
lory oJ thaI cfrnnjaCliolt.-ChnYilE/(T" of LfJrd Mid/tIM.-His DiJngrw}/tnt 
Wil;' tht Ddt of GrnjloH.-Indijcrm Procttdingl of Govtrnmtlll.-Embar­
raJfmenlf'olld Cont/utl of Walpolt.-Dukt: of Grt,jtrm reralled, and L OTd Cfll'­
terti appointed 1.ord LitulelUJltI.-Rljtg nalirJII 0/ L ord MidlttOJ1.-SUJ7'cndrr 
of lire Palellf.-rrranquimty rtjll'lf'td.-'Trlll'llilts ;11 $to//olld, Oil lroy;n! llrt 
Mall 7'ox.-Prud,nl Contiu£1 of W'a!pol,..- Clmrafl,r tlJld St'1victs of 1/1( uri 
of 1Iay. 

T HE year 172.5 teemed wjt'h c\'cnts of the highefl: importance to the 
jntcrefi: :md fecurity of England, both in regl n..l to foreign ilnd domeftic 

affairs, and gave fufficient employment to I he~ cabinet. The foreign ' affai.rs 
were diftinguifbed by the celebrated trea{i~. of Vienna and HanoV,Cr j tohe 

domeftic 

·,s 
Ch>['ti ... 
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domefl.ic tranquitiitY was interrupted by dittumances III Ireland,. arUing fi'Ota 
\Vood's patent of coinage, and tumu1ts in Scotlaad, both of which were 
fupprdfed by the prudence and vigour of Walpole. 

No mif'lifter ever iuffcred more abufe for t-Jle indifcretion and violence of 
others, tha.n 5jl Rolxrt Walpole. The tumults in Scotland, all account of 
the duty ('IJl malt, and the dill:utbances in Ireland, n=lating to Woo'd's pa. 
tent, bccaufe they happened under his adminiftl'1.tion, were foldy attributed 
to his mifconduCl. j whereas the duty on malt was carried in the houfe of com­
mons by the country gentlemen, in op~lition to his fentitnents.; and the 
gIant of Wood's pa,tent, was an unfortunate legaC'y left by the earl of Sun­
clelland, in which he had no other niarc than in palling it when he was at the 
head of the treafury. 

To judge by the accounts genmlly given of that tmnfattion, it would 
appear a manner of defpotifm and fraud, that the halfpence were deficient 
lI1 weight and goodnefs, and that the circulatiOll of them would h,l:, ... been 
foHowed by the total ruin of Irel!lI.d, • 

In faCl:, the inimitable hum'our ofSwifr, which places the kingdom on one 
fide, and William Wood on the olher, has mifled our judg.m"-nt and capti­
,'ated our imagination.; and moft perfons have formed their opinion from 
his nr~pier's Letters and f:uirical poems, rather than from authentic docu~ 
menls or well attcftcd faCl:s. The fimple narrative of thi~ tranfa4ion. ftrip­
peel of the exaggerated drefs in which rhe malignant wit of the author has 
invefted it, is reduced to a thort compafs, 

There being great deficiency of copper currency in Irei:1nd, the king, in 
virtue of his prerogative, granted to William Wood, a patent for coining far· 
things ~and halfpence, to the value of £ 100,000 ftcrling • .on certain terms 
which the patentee was bound to f9UOW, William Wood. who io the party 
language of Swift is ridiculed un~r the denomination of a. hardvJQre mall 

and a /OiU muhallic, was a great propnetor and f\!'nter of iron works in Eng~ 
b,nd. He had a lcafe of aU the mines on the crown Jands in thirly~nine 
counties. W3.! proprietor of feveral iron anll copper works, and carried on, to a 
very confiderable amount, manufacture!: for the dift'ereDt ~tjons af there 
metals·, Among many propofab fubmitted to government, that which he 
delivered was accepted, and wa" confide.rcd by all perfons of judgment or ca~ 
pacity, not bia1red by party Of~onal p~udilO> as b.neficial to Ireland. 
r ,But the natives did DOt ~ it in fo (aVOUl'&bIe • light, and before the 
mancy was circulated, , ~ fennenr _ adted, • The oft<njjb1e cauln 
d complaint'll<"' d'eri-..d ~ the cOIIid ... tiwl, that the kiotI bad treated 

• ANierla.a·, Commerce, yoJ, m. p. ..... 
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Ireland as a dependant ki~~gd'om -, that the patent was granted to 1 perfon 
who was not a native, that the coin was ftamped ill England, and that as ~ 
great"profit was likely to be derived, the benefit fhould have principally ac­
crued to the public. All the attempts '?f the duke of yrafton. then lord 
lieutenant. to fubdue the public avertion were ineffdl::ual. The fpirit of op­
paClfioD feized all orders of men, and~e"en many of lile k.ing's fcrvants, who 
held the chief places under his adminiltration. 

Inflamed by national zeal, tile two houfes paITed add~etres to the crown 
accufing the patentee of fraud and deceit, afrerting that the terms of the pa­
tent were infringed both in the quantity and qu,dity of the coin, that the 
circulation of the halfpence would be highly prejudicial to the revenuc, dc­
ftruftive of the commerce, and of moO:. dangerous conrequcnce to the rights 
:md properties of thr fubjects: the commons, with an abrurWity and effron­
tery hardly credible, declared, that even had the terms ef the patent .been 
compli~d with, the nation would have fuffered a lars at le:J.ft of one hundred alld 
fifty per Wit! and indeed the whole c1amour refred on partiaJ or ignorant 
reprefentations. It was not at that time expeCted or dwelt on as a matter 
of fpeculative propriety. that the weight of the copper coin ihoutd be ade­
quate to lts circulating value; :md the affertion that Wood had carried on 
notorious frauds and deceits in the coinage, as ndvanced hy Swift, and that the 
inrrinfic was not equal to one eighth of the nomill:!.1 v:::tue) wns provcd to be 
61fc bf an ~ff'ay made at the mint, unuer Sir ICaac Newton, and his two aifo­
ciatc'i, mt:n of no leCs honour than capacity, the rerult of which wns, that in 
weight, goodnef~ amI finenefs, ~t rather exceeded than fell Olort of the con-
diti ons of the patent. " 

But the damour, however unjuft, was raired, and became general i and it 
was a neceffary aft of prudence, not to increaCe the ferment, by fordng 
upon a nation what was confidered as unjuft and fraudulent. Lord Car­
teret, who Cucceedc:? the duke o! pra~ton in the office of Jotd li:utenallt, 
failed no lcfs than hlS predecdfor, In all his endcavour~ to obl:Ul1 I he IOtroduc­
tion of the copper money. The patent wa~ Currendercd, and tranquillity re­
nored. Wood, as an indemn'ification for the lors he had fufuUned, received 
J><?nfions to tbe amount of £.3,000 a year for eight yeaI"i -t-. 

. Such is the pub 'lie hift.ory of 'Vood's p.-ttent; and it is difficult to concei,'e 
by what means or by what intrigues this fimple tranfatl:ion, calculated fol' 
the benefit of Ite1aD~ .. and .in which not a. fingle right Wl\5 infringed, or a 

• See ftinwte Boulter'. Leam. t Correrpondence. 
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lingle gri~vance infli8ed, could be fo mifunderfiood and per:erted, as to' 
create a general ferment, and nearly to ovelthrow the adrniniClTation of 
Towo.rhend and \V,llpolt'. The fccret hiftory of th is CVL'llt, wh ich tht." docu­
ments, under my inli)Cction. enable me to give, will air;.rt in tr:1cing the mo­
tives and c:1.ufcs which gave riCe to the cl.ifturbance~, and finally oloc:\fiol1l'ti 
the lurrmdel of the patc,nt. 

T he emoluments arifing ftom the difpof:11 of the IXl.ll'J lt K.'r rnppl}illg 
Ircl,l!H.i with copper win, were given hy Sllnder1:md to the uuchet; of 
Kcmbl. who told it to \YOotl. Sundcrl:lJH] had warmly rc,,:oJlllllcncit.:d it lq 

hi:. fric:nd, the duke of Bolton, who was at lhat time lord licutcn.lIlt ; but hI... 
met with fa much diRiculty in his attempts to cuuntcnJncc :tnd (l.1)1porl 111('; 
project under hand, tklt he haJ neither courage or incltnalilln 10 propoti: a 
fcheme which h~ foreCaw would greatly embarra[s hi s atiminiftroltion, On his 
death, the duke of Grafton W:J,5 promoted to that high office. nt the r('colll­
m endation of \¥'aljJOll: . he cOllrc:n ted to bong it forward, and was promifcd 
the fupport of the king's fri ends in rrclancl.. .. 

Walpole, on fuccC't'ding Sunderland at the hC::J.d of the trcafury, inflantly 
fawand appreciated the difficultit!s in which this tran(.,\t1ion would involve 
him; and with as much franknefs as his lituation at that time would permit. 
remonftrated againft the grant. as likely to become unpopular; but being un­
willing to offend the duch~fs of Kendal, the extent of whofe inOue'nce.: over 
fl11e king, he had unfortuna.tely expcrienced, relutlantly fubmittcd tQ what 
he could not prevent, and employed every means in his power to remedy the 
abufes and obviate the difficulties. He took the advice of the attorney and 
folicitor general. obtained the ratification of the lorJ chancellor of England. 
and by proper arrays at t he mint, fecureu the tUcUtiOD of the terms fl:ipu­
laled by the patent, which at length paffed the ufu:l) forms, and was fent to 
the lord lieutenant f\lr the purpafe of ~ing put into execution. 

\Vhen the duke o~rafton. returned to Ireland in Auguft ]723, thing~ 
were in II. flate very dlffercnt from that j j\ which thcy had been erroneoul1y 
rcprefc'ntcd to him by the Englilli cabinet. He found. a ferment riling in 
the o:ltion; a gcnerJ.l av.erfion. to the patent; and a moO: decided oppofition 
from thofe who. as he had reafon to believe, had promifed their warmdl fup­
port. The character and condutl.:. of the duk.e of Grafton, were not calcu­
lated to concili'ltc parties, \lr to reftore union and harmony in 3. country like 
Ircle.nd, diflrat.\ed ",ith trouble$, and abounding with perfons difaffeCked to 
tlle EngliO\ government. He was a nobleman of 11igh honour and difinterdled 
probity j but proud and imperious, fretful and c~oleric, and highly cOllfcious 
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of his dignified fitu:1tion. Though by no means defic ient in abilitie~ . yet he 
did not pojftt[s (utlicient f'k.ill and addrefs to guide the hel nl of fb te in a diffi~ 
cult period: he was well char:tCtcrifcrl by his friend, Walpole, as a jtJir 
Wr!fl! h~r pifvI., I hnt did 110/ kllf)(» how to all , 'lu/II.!JI ,III! fi~il jlo~m orale. 

The' {ucce(o; of the mea(ure was principally impeded by the unexpttl-cd 
and inflexible oppofition of lord chancellor MidJeton, who has, on that ac. 
CQu nt, incurred the bitter reproaches of Walpole, T ownlhend, and the duke 

, of G rafron, in their correfpondencc with each other. Upon a candid review 
of his conduCt, however, it appears that he was atl:uated by no improper mo· 
t ives, but, in common with many other perCons in Ireland, contidered th e 
plan imprudently introduced, and inimical to the true inrerefu of the coun­
try. The priv:lte letters which palfcd between him, his brother. and f(ln, 
amI which 1 am enabled to ' lay before the public, will afford a clear explana­
tion of' h is motives; and a comparifon of them with thofe of the two mi­
niflers, and of the du ke of Grafton, relieve the characters of each party from 
much of that obloquy which flowed from the -rage of difconlant politics. 

Abn Brod ri ck·, defcended from an jUull:rious family, whofe anceflors 
may be traced from the conquell, was {ccond fon of Sir $"illl .7ohn Brolirirk. 
knight, of Richmond in Yorklhi re, .:lilt! of Wo.ndlworth, who obtained 3. 

gr.1tlt oflands, in the county of M (Jn.:lghan, during the gQvernmen t of Oliver 
Cromwell. H e performed (uch effential icrvices in affifting the rd1:oration. 
that hI.': procured a farther grant o f a large elbte in the coun ty of Corke. and 
obtained a charter from Charles the: Second, fo r the lawn of Midleron to 
return two members to parliamr-nt . 

Alan was hred up to the law, and rofe to fu ch eminence in that profer­
fion, that in 1695, he was appointed (olicitor general, and being cholen mem­
ber for the city of Corke in 1703. he was unanimoufly elected fpcaker of the 
houfe of commons, attached himfelf to the Whigs. and having oppofed fome 
bills which wI.':re favoured by the duke of Ormond, lord lieutenant, he was 
removed from the place of folicitor general. In 170i . when the \Vhig ad· 
miniftration was formed. he was made attorney general, and in 1709, ciLief 
jufiice of the Queen's Bench i but was removed ill I 7' I, when the Tories 
came into pow.tr. H e was chofen. in qlj,membt'r for the coun ty of Gorke, 
and again deCt:ed fpeaker uy the Whig". in oppolil ion 10 the call:le interdl:. 

During the la,ft. yeaI'! of queen Anne, he proved his faithful attachment 
to the religion and conftitution, by promoting the fucceffion of the houre uf 

• lodge'slrinl Petngc._Communications from ~hc honour:\ble \~lli:\111 Btodrick. 
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H:mover, and was. bighly infi:rumental in countcraaing the ctLbllls of thor!! 
who were inclined to reflore the Pretender. In reward for theli! eminent Cer­
vices" he was, at UH! :lcccffiou of George the Firft, DomiJl.1.t~d chancellor ot 
Irdand-, in 17 r 5 W.1S created a peer, by the tItle ul baron llrodrick, and in. 
J 7) 7. ad\'ar.<..('d to lhe uignity of vllcounl Midlc[on. In the (.ll11C year lle 
w,as alfo choren member of the Bril1fh Parliament for Mllihudl in Suffl!"x. 
wh ich borough he continued to reprefent till his deatll. 'Vhm the funti:ionc; 
of his high office did not render his prefenc.e neeetfacy in lrc1and. his eloquence. 
and abilities were ufeful in fupporting the meafures of government iD. Engtllld. 

As he confider.ed himCelf obliged to Sunderland for hi !> promotion to an. 
Iriib peerage, he attlChed himJdf to the party of that miniflc-r. BUl nei ther 
his obligation or interdl could induce hilP to [wervc from IllS Uu1r to IllS 
country, or to (upport adminifiralion in mea[ures which he dlfappro\·cd. 
He refined aU the (ohcltations, offers and menace,; of Sumlcrland, to vote in 
Covour of the pce,agc blH, and he pe.rlilled in oppofitlon to the re,qudl: of the 
lord lieutenant, and the order:, of the im ercign. The minutes. · of hi~ coo­
",crfations with Sunderland and olhers on that occafion7 and the rules whicb 
Ile laid clown for his condua. afford evident PTOOb of his integrity and firm..­
nefs, and do honour to his memOl)'. His refufal in this inftance offended 
Sunderland, and nothin$ but the difficulty of finding a proper fucccll"or for. 
the office of lord chancellor prevented his difgra.ce. He was treated how­
ever, with fa much coldllcfs and difregard. that for three years he expected 
every moment to be difmiffed a. a fituation of unce.rtainty, which he bore 
with unexampled patience and dignity. 
- Ou the death of Sunderland, he attached bimfelf to Carteret, in oppofition 
to TownJh.end and Walpole. He joined to a natural warmth and vehemence 
of temper, which he himfelf was the firft. to ackno;ledge. an high confciour­
nefs of his own talent. and influence, which produced an unbending perti­
nacity of opinion, and a difplay, often oO:entatious. of bis own fervices and 
importance. He po1f.effed great dignitY'of fcntimcnt, and a. [pirit fa inde .. 
pendent. that he would not pcnnjt even his perCooa.l c11:eem for the king to. 
biu his conduCt:: in the dutles of his high 1b.tion i he confidercd the f.Uary of 
office.his due for his c:.:ertioD.S as chancellor, and thought himfdf at liberty 
to ~,VO!t. and fpeak in parliament (as &. lord,). juft in the fame manner 
.. ~de he was OD thewoolfack, as he 'W~-h&Y.c done on one of the benchest. 

The wannth of bis t<mpcr was iQaoafcd by the full &=ter warmth of hi. 
!>rother aDd rOil. 

t' Sec Cc.m(pond'tnce. 
Hit. 
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His elder brother, Thom3.S Brodrick, had from his firO: entrance into life, (,.'1l'\ptu,4, 
uniformly promoted the Proteftant (ucceffion~ .HC was a member of the J7~)IOI71!1 ' 
priv}' council to king William., and [at in the Englif'h parliament fur I he bo- I----.J1 

~",, ' nd r ('J r.; r:tt~<'r I)f rough of StOCKbridge, a afterward, lor Guildford ; and in the lrilh 'parli:t- T I",'1:\' Cr\.l 
ment for the county of Corke. In confideration at" his fervices, he was by til,> <11 ' \ , 

Whigndminiftration made comptl'oUc..'I' of the fillt duties, and joint comptroller 
of the army with Sir Philip Meadows) wbic.b places he rl!fign~ in 1'7 1 I" \\'11('0 
the Tories came into power. On the accefUon of George the Firft, he W.lS-

again appointed a member of the privy coune-il, hut was not gratified with· 
any place. As chairman of the rt:cre~ committee fer the exanlination of the' 
South Sea affairs, he had acquired great popularity, and had ftood forth one-
of the w:umeft advocates for fevere a.nd rigorous me.uufes aglirHl: the di-
rettors. ano thofe who bad ~n any degree promoted the South Sea fchcme~ 
As a Whig. he was ftrongly attached to the principles of that party; gene-
ra'ly fupported. government, but not uniformly; poffeffed" great weight 
among the country 'gentlemen inclined to the Whig intereft. and not unfrc-
quentIy had propofed and carried queftions in oppoGtion to the known fen-
timents of the minilt:er. He- was held in high eA:imation by the kiflg. as the' 
head of & family which haa ever Ihewn an unabated ze:1I in favour of hi!\ 
fucceffion; and had been courted by Sunderland, and' after his death, by 
Carteret and Roxburgh. He was, a man of high fpirit and probity, 'out hiS" 
temper was violent, captious, and ovcrbearing_ 

Saint John Brodrick, ton of lord Midleton, was not deficient in talents: 
and knowledge; po(fetfed great fit.iU in deba.ting, which he managed with 
good effect in the lrifh houfe of commons, where hls father's adVice and in­
tereft rendered him highly refped:ed. He Wll& prefumpiuous and confid91t .' 
fa.nguine in his hopes, and 'khcment in his purfuits; affecting great fure1ight. 
&gacitYt and difcernment. He was highly irritable, readily provoked, but 
open to flattery and eafyof delu6oQ. He was frrft chofeB a member of the 
lrifh parliament for the borough of Midletoft, and afterwards reprefented, 
until his death, the city of Corke. He was eled:ed in t 721. and in the' new­
parliament, which aB"emblcd i. 17112.', for Beralfioft, in DevonIhire. 

/lh\1 fiE Slint. 
Julin BrGo 
drit k. 

Both the brother and fan caballed with lord ~teret, and feem to have 'J'beiraDripto 
conceived a violent antipathy againA: Walpole; wb~ ~as height~ned by his thy to Wat· 
oppofing the bill JOr perminmg the importatioli '.~ lrifh calicoes. The pole. 
proud confriou!neB 'entertained by Jom Midleton-: of his abilities and in-
fluence in Ireland. WI! inertafed by the repeated accounts tranfmitted from 
his brother and fan, of the king's high ferie 'of the fervices rendaf1 by tbe 
wholt familr, and by Carteret's repeated d,ec1ara.tious, that he alone was capable 
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of governing Irela.nd. His oppofition received an aJditiol1al impulfe from 
the [anguina reprdi!ntalions of his fon, that the power of Walpole was declin­
ing. a.nd 4 fun connCtion that the combination of Culogan, Cartere!, alHI 
Roxbu~h, would triumph in rhe cabinet. • 

An Ihlfortun;\tC' mirunderflanding had taken r.1a.ce between the duke of 
Gr:tfloo ami lord Midletoo, who, in the capncity of one of the lord 's juflic('~, 
llad direCted the admin ilha.tion of affairs, and confi::iolls of his influence in the 
t wo houles of parliament, exp~tl:ed to retain the fame power on the arri\raJ 
of the new lord lieutenant . The duke of Grafton, howe ver, W:l'i by no 
means inclined to place implicit confidence in the chancellor, who had fhewn 
fo many inll:mces of an intra8:able temper. and hoflility to ''''alpolc. He 
councd the oppolitc party in the cabinet, aDd particularly conrulled his com­
petitor for autnor~tYt \ViUiam Conolly, fpcaker of the houie of common">, by' 
whom he was almoil implicitly directed. On hie; arrival in Ireland in 1713. 
he. was oOcnded at the chancellor, for difre(pe8:fu! behavio'Jr, and hitterly 
complained to the lmhbi£hop of Dublin, who being inimicJ.J to \Vo<xI'~ 
patent, did not conceal, or perhaps exaggerated the ditfatisfaccion of the 
lord licutenttnr. The condutl of lord MItUcton in parlilment was 10 offen. 
fi\'e to the duke of Grafton, that he connived at the paffing of a vote of cen­
fure in the houfe of lords, for delays of juftice, occaGoned by his abrence from 
Ireland. This infult, folety afcribed , by lord MidletoTlt to the duke of Grafton, 
increafed the mifundr-rtlnnding; and the duke was fo inccnicd, that he pc­
r.emptorily infifted on his cxclufion from the number of lords juftices during 
his abfencc. 

Thefe jealoulies, fomented by Carteret, laid the foundafion of a. fucccfsful 
oppofition to tht! introduction of Wood's coinage, which oppofitiorl was aidl!ci 
by the concurrence of imlifcreet and. unpopular proceedings. 

Great difcredit was thrown upon the meJ.fure, by a report, induftrioully 
circulated, tha.t the profits of the patent were to be lhared between Wood 
and. the duchefs ofKeod.l. This fad; wa'S in6diout1y communicated by Car· 
teret, to Alan Brodrick, fecond fon of lord Midleton, during his vifit at 
Hanover, tranfmittcd by him to his frien.ds in DllbJin~ and foon made public 
by variou!l aUufions of Swift, in his writi"§> and political b:U.lads, in one of 
which he fnys : 

" 1fIl.,r1bJ, .• j(MUdt ~.idll, 
.. Join'~ with a. bra.en politician, 
.. Expos'~, to blind a nation's eyes, 
" A parchment of prodigious fizc: •• " 

• A Simile on our Want 01 Sutler, and the only W"y to reiMdy it. 
The 
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The indiCcretion of Wood, and of his friends in Ireland, was alro 
detrimental to his caufe. They exaggerated the quantifY of coin to he 
ifi'ucd, and tbe ~jns which would accrue to the patentee, and made repeated 
hoafts of his power and influence in the Englinl cabinet. Wood Ili mlClf of­
&nded the pri"y coum.:il. by obfcrving. that if a proclamation was necdfur. 
he could have it. or any thing that WJS wanting to inf6rce the currency of his 
coin; and that the complaints and remon!l:rances were not intended again(i 
him, but ngainft the king and miniftry for making the grant. 

The mifi::onduB: of government was ftiH greater. The patent wa'S paffed 
without formally confulting either the lord lieutenant or prj,·y council, :lOd 
it s contcnH. were concealed in ]reJalld: by thefe means exaggerated rumours 
of its c,,-a tendency were diffufed, which were univcrfally credited, and not 
found to be fal{e. \lIltil their wide circulation had made a deep impreffion 
on the public rninJ, which it was impoffibJe to efface. The lord lieutenant 
landeu on the 13th of Auguft. H e had fcarcely affumed the_ reins of go­
vernment, before he publjdy declared, rna.t he was perfeCtly unconcerned in 
the e.,-ent, that the patent was pafTed before he was made acquainted that it 
was in agitation, and that he had no inftrudions about it -from the king or 
the minjftry_ On the J 3th of September. an addrefs was preCenred from 
both houfesJ requefting information concerning the patent. In his anfwer. 
returned the 14th, he declared that he hat! neither the patent, nor any copy, 
J)orevcn any paper which would give them any fatisfaCtion; but on the 16th,. 
when the hpufe was actually affembled with a. view to make a fhong remon­
ftranr.:c on the fubjed. Hopkins, the fecretary to the lord lieutenant, jn­
formed the fpeaker. that a perC on attended without with the exemplification 
of the pattnt, which, by miftake, had been delivered to the lord Lieutenant's 
fen-ant, inftead of hili private fecretary. and lui{J~d. 

Even after the Krefiilible oppotition which !hewed itfelf in p.1.fliament, no at­
tempt's were made io {often or conciliate thofe members WllO were :lgainfl: 
the patent; on the contury, fame werre received at the callie with coldnefs;. 
others were treated with marki of indignity, 3Jld Saint John Brodrick was 
{lighted al)d offeod~, By thefe means, the lord-lieutenant precluded. ,a,U­
'c.:onfidential intercourl"e with the chancellor and his mends, who were pre­
vented from expla.ining the motives of their condl.1tt, and undeceiving him in 
thofe points in which he had been mifinformed. 

,The condua: of Walpole himfelf was not at ilrA. mad:.cd with his ufual cau~ 
tion. He fuffered the lord lic:utemnt to dep:lrt without fpecific inftruaions in 
what mannerllc was to aa, fhould the parliament appore the introdu8ion of the 
fl:oinage. He trulled too mudJ to the tepief~tations of thofe who were friends 
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to government, aDd who were either ignorant of the- real fituat ion o(a.tr.1ir!l. 
or. unwuli~ to offenu. by tranCmitting difagrecable truths which they well 
k~~ would l:5e communicated by others. He did not fufficiently appseciate 
the great influence of the chancellor and his family. in both hou fes of parlia­
ment. and when that influence appeared predomi nant, ho attributed the 
firengt h of oppolition (oldy tothe combin:ltion oftheBrodricks with lord Carteret . 
H e bitterly accufed lord Midleton of treachery and low cunning. of having 
made, in his fpceches, diftinCl.ions between ,the king and his miniaers, of ca· 
balling with Carteret, Cadogan. and Roxburgh. and of punuing that line 
of conduCt, becaure he was of opinion the oppofite party in the c"bineL 
would gain the afcendancy. H e did not believe the difturhanccs to be fo 
ferious as they were reprefented, nor was be fatisfied with the duke of 
Grafton's conduct, as being foldy direaed by Conolly, but (Jecbred that 
the part aded by Conolly. o/mojl c.'(Cured whatlhe Brodricks had don~' " . 

Notwithftanding this confeffion. he refoh'ed to lupport the duke of 
G.rafton in his rcfentment ag:t.infi the chancellor, and obtained frorn the king 
a promife, that he rh ould be removed whenever it ~ thought expedient. 
and the formal notification was made by lord Carteret to the lord lieutenant. 
But his removal was confiuered at the prefent moment impraCl.icable, by the 
temper and fituation oflreland, and by the influence of lord Midleton's friends 
in the Britllh cabinet. 

Carteret complained to the king, that his majefly's name and authority 
b&d been ufed to gratify the private pique and refentment of the lord lieu. 
t.en~nt a~iQft the t;hancc:llor; imputed the difturbances of Ireland prin­
cipally to that fouree, and induced the king to declare: that thdfe ought to 
be ~mp~·ed who were moft capable of ferving him. Thoma:. Brodrick. in 
.an audit'nce of thl! king, upoftulated againll the propafed indignity of ex­
cluding his 6rother from the liA: of lords juftices, pro\·ed. the weaknefs of the 
duke of Grafton'sgOvernment l and tbe ~erancy of the chancellor's panys 
which fuffidently appeared from the "YOte of congratulation, pdfed by the 
commons, in f:lvour of lord M idleton, contrary to thC avowed intlucnce of 
the lord lieutenant. 11fts remonftraRCc effeauaUy convlnccd the king of the 
impropriety of the meafures which bad been hitherto pUrfued, and irritated 
him to fuch A degn:e, tbat Walpole ~~ and uncafy at tbe con­
dw.:t: of. the lord Jieutt.t, whkh brouglrt :l:dm into the greateft difficulties 
,he had evcr .xperie",",,_ ' He cIik:oteml !hat h. had boca d=i,oed by the 
mU'repn::retitations ft.srtdrom Irdaadt that lord Midl,.MQ had great power 
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and influence, and could not be 'difpenfcd wilh in the forma.tiun of 3. cabi­
net. Refolvoo to withdraw his CUppOTt from the duke of Grafton, and effect 
his removal, he had determined LO obtain the appointment either fo r the 
duke ofBoltoD, or the duke of Dorlct, and the arra ngement Wa!I on the point 
of being m2.de; when the duke of Argyle cmbartafi<"'d him, by datming that 
high dignity for himfelf. Tllis unexpected demand lufpended the execution 
of his plan, and together with the incrcaiing ferment in lreland, rendered it 
expedient to adopt a new line of conduCt: . H e found that a queftion of tIle 
hi~heft confcquence was invoked in th is 'difpute, no IcG than the indepen­
d ence of Ireland; a favourite topic. urged by M oJiucux, promoLcJ by the 
archbilhop' of Dublin, and ably fupported by Swift, in his Drapier's Lcul:rs, 
and other public~tions. H e was too prudent to fufft:r this delicate fubjetl: to 
be difcuffed in parliament. H e helJ frequent conferences with Saint John 
Brodrick, who had taken ' his felt in tilt: Englifh parliament, attentively 
liflened to his accounts of the proceu.lings, confe1red that he had been grofsly 
rnifled. fj)Qke in tenns of the highcft reCpetl: of the chancellor's character 
and talents, inh'nuated that the duke of Grafton was about to be 'recalled, 
and was only continued in his poQ until a proper fuccetror could be ap­
pointed; difclaimed any intention of excluding lord. Midleton from being 
one of the lord juftices, and [uc<ccded fo far as to foften. in fOlUe mca.turc, 
the violent aCperity which had lung dif1:ingui!hed that family. 

At this period the ftruggle * in the cabinet. which terminated in the 
triumph of Townfhemtand \Valpolc. was finally decided . (t had been the,ir 
original intention to remove Caneret intirely, but the emban-a{[ment arifing 
from tbe claim of the duke of Argyle, and the great difficulty of managing 
Ireland, rendered it necelfary to find a perf on who would promote the 
patent. and be like~y to perfuade lord Midleton. ?nd, thofe who acted with 
him, to foften their oppolition. In this dilemma, lord Carteret was fCmoved 
from the office of fecretary of {late to the lord lieutenancy of Ireland. 
Lord Midleton was contirmed in t\le office of chancellor, conftituted onc: of 
the lord juftices, and Saint John Brodrick was nomillate'd a member of the 

. privy council " _ ' 
At the fame ~ime every effor't w:1! made to conciliate the people of lretiuul, 

and to induce them to receive the currency_ A report was drawn up bI Wal~ 
pole t, and fubmitted to the king in council. Afler fuUy jul\ifring~Ood , , 

• Set "~lt'I· S4- , ' 
t Tbe oricinal is in Sir R-obert Walpole's hand wriling,lmong the Orford Papen. 
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from the charge of not baving fulfilled the terms of his conlraa, and lhc:wing 
that his halfpence exceeded in value and weight the conditions required in 
the patent, it recommended to the king, that it would be advifable to 
onIcrJ that inftead of C. 100,000, Wood fhouId be permitted to import 
into IreJruld only £. 40.000, to be current to fuch as voluntarily pltafed to 
ac~pt them: tbe king fent his oruer in conformity to this ad,·icc. 

The report, though drawn up with great prccilion and dearners. made no 
impreffion. It was anfwered by Swift in the Drapicr's Letters j his hardy afi'er. 
tions and falfe reprc(entations were implicitly belie ... cd, and the popular out· 
cry was fa violent, that the lords juftices refufcd to ifiue the orders for the 
circuhtion of the coin. A general p~nic feized even the king's beft friends, 
who were Ilpprehen6vc of popular commotions. People of all defcriptions 
and partie<; flocked. in crouds to the bankers to demand tl~r money, and 
drew their notes with an exp~fs condition to be paid in gold or lilver. The 
puhlilhers of the tTl.ufi tn,alolld-ule pamphlets efc:lpcd with impunity, pro­
vided Wood OUld his patent were introduced into the work. The grand 
juries could IC:lTlely be induced to find nny bill againft luch delmquents; 
no witneffes in the pro[ecutlon were fafc in th ei r perron!>; and no j uries 
were indined, or if inclined could venture, to find them guilty"'. Not 
content with refufing to bring in 1\ bill of indiCtment againft the printer 
of the Drapier's Letlers, the next grand jury of Dublin, in a prcfentment 
drawn up by Swift, prefcnted 0111 perfons as enemies to the government, who 
fbould endeavour. by fraud or otherwifc. to impo[e \Vood's halfpence on the 
peop:'. 

In this alarming ftate of affairs, Walpole :lcted with becoming mode­
ration : he folW tbat the popular frenzy was fa {hong. that it would be 
madnefs til attempt introducing the copper currency by force; that to re. 
peat the orders to the loros juftices, who had declared their refoJution 
not t..l obey them. would only again expofe the king's honour, without the 
fma11cft hopes of fuccefs j tha.t although rto permi! them to continue after 
tbat refufal. would be to renounce for cvef'""a.l1 authority of the crown, yet to 
remove them on tbis account, would increafe their popularity [0 mud. 
that they might be able to counteraCt: tbe meafUTes of government t. He 
refolvod. therefore, to ad • temporiling port; to fend 0Ve< lord Carteret 
without a moment's dc1a.y to bring the ~Ie gradually to a pt'<J'ptl' temper; 
to fufpend or furrender tbe p.1tcDt as circumftances required; and, afttr 
the rdWration of tranquillity, to I'etnOvc the cha.ncellor, a.Dd to ;1.ppaint 

• Primate SouM's Ltttcn.. 
new 
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neW Jordsjuftk~J of,whom, at leaR:: the majority nlOuld be nati\l!s of Eng~ 
land. 

On his arrival in Ireland, Carteret found himfelf in a very delicate anu 
embnraffcd fituation, and at fifO:: view his whole conduct: in this tranfacl.ion 
is myft.erious and inexplicable. He bad fccretly oppoled the patent. fa. 
mented the difcontents and jealouGes of lord Midlcton and the Brodricks, 
and excited, under~anrJ. the difiurbances in frel;a.nd. 1n the frequent eon. 
fcrences which he held with Thomas and Saint John Brodrick, accounts 
of which were tranfmitted to lord MiJletoll, he appeared [0 hanile . to 
the patent, that Saint John Brodrick fays of him, .. Lord Carteret is per­
fl.-ct:ly free from all Jitjpirion of being concerned in. or wifhing well to this 
bare projt:Ct ., j" and lord Mitlletoll fufpceted that Wood's patent would 
be infified on by V\'alpole, merely with a view to emb.mals lord C;:trteret, 
and cre.'\tc difficulties to his ad.minif1:ration t. But he had no fooner taken 
upon him the office of lord lieutenant, tlUUl he promoted the introduction 
of the copper coin with fo much zeal, as inducC'~ lord Midleton, who was 
ailoni£hcd at the change of hi:; fcntiments, to obferve, tbat he could not 
have employed more indufiry to athin his end, even if the fuccefs of his la .. 
bours would be a.ttendc.:d with an en~ire rcftitution of the favour and autho. 
rity which he formedy enjoyed. 

The moth'cs of his conduCt are well cxp\;).incd by lord Midlcton, in bis 
letters to his brother. His [ccn::t fcntiments were fl:rongly in {;).vour of the 
patent, becauTe it was propafed by his friend Sunderland, and he ~lways 
maintained its validity, as derived from the prerogati\·c of the king, which 
vefled in the crown the right of coinins money. But with a view to cm w 

barrais Walpole and Townfhend, whom he wilhcd to remove, he fecrctly 
favoured the oppofition in IreJand, caballed with the Brodricks. -(poke flight ... 
ingly of the duk.e of Grafton, and inlinua.tcd that the d"ucheCs of Kendal had a. 
(bare in tPe profits of the patent. He exaggerated the alarm, Ilnd irritated 
the king by repeated reprefcntation·s, that the difcontents in Ircbnd were owing 
to\he umbrage ",hidl the duke of Grafton had' given t·o lord Midleton. His 
hopes of overturning his rivaJs hy thele means were 10 fanguinc. as indu.ccd 
11im to acknowledge to'&int John B~lrick. that the patent W:l.S the luckiell: 
incident that could hav~ .occurre() in fa",'our of his party in the cabinet. But 
.he w~ no fooner convjnct.'d that hii credit with the king W:l~ d~cl.ining, and 
that he fhould lbe retnoved from the office of fccrc~ary of nate, than 
he prevented his total dirgrace b}' agreeing to accept th~ lonl lieutenanc), . . 

• Saint John Brodrick to lord MidlclOiT. May 10, I' .... 
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under the promife of promoting the ' patent, and of prevailing with hrs 
friend lord Midlrton to ddift from his oppolition. He confided in his 
own· efforts and aJdrefs to effect the introduction of the money, when lower­
ed to £. 40,000; and to ftop the difcuffion on the qucftion concerning th~ 
indcpcnJency of Ireland. 

In confonllity with there promifes. lord Carteret employed aU his addrefs, 
and ufed the great influence which he po{feifed over his friend. to prevail 
on him to promote, or at leaft not to Qppofe the introduction of the coin. 
Btlt aU his efforts failed. Neither flattery, promifes. or threats, had any 
.effect i Midlcton uniformly and decidedly perfifted in his Oppofilion; while 
he expretfed the higheft obligation to the lord lieutenant, he declared that his 
duty to his country was paramount to every other confideration, and rc­
fufed to give any affiftnnce to government, until the patent was abfolutely 
furrendered. T!.I is comIua drew upon h';rn, thc reCcutmcnt of his former 
friend : he was rt=ceived at the caftle with coldnefs and referve, and confidel'Cd 
as an enemy to the king's government ; he accon..lingly rcfigned the feats 
with difgull. :lnd R ichard Weft, one of the king's counfd, was appointed lord 
chancellor in his pbcc. 

The inflexibility oflorcl Midleto~ annihilated all hopes of fuceefs; the, king 
followed the advice fuggcfie(\ by Walpole, and confentfd to procure the fur­
render of the patent. In the Cpeech from thcthrone, the lord lieutenant obfcrved, 
u 1 have his majefty's commands a~ the opening of this feffion, to acquaint 
u you, that an entire end is put to til l; patent, formerly gr.lOted to Mr. 
Ii Wood, for the coining, of copper halfpence and farthings for thi s king­
" dom, by a full and effectual furrender thereof to his majefty , an exemplifi­
I( cation of whICh, under the great fcal of Great Britain, (hall be laid before 
.. you, So remarkable an inftancc of his majefty~s royal fa'rour and con­
ti dt:(eenfion, mult fill the hearts of a loyal and obedient people with the 
f( highefi fenfe of duty and gratitude j ¥.ld I doubt not, but yOli will make 
II fueh fuitable returns as *3.y convince the world, that you arc: truly,fen­
I( fible of the happinefs you have enjoyed under his majefty's moft mild and 
.. " gracious government; ever fiDee his acceffion to ,tbe throne of thefe king. 
U dams; and that the prefetvation of all our religious and civil rights muft 
<I ever be owing, under God, to the' fupport of his maje!lylts government, 
II and the fucceffion in his fQYal houfe - ." 

The gracious manner in which the furrender of ~he patent was announced, 
in Olmpliance witb the wi1hd of the nation, did not fatisfy the party io. 

oppofi tiOll. 
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oppofition. Their great objea. was to fhew that the furnnder WM foldy 
owing to the king, and to caft reproaches on the Englilh adminiftration. as 
if they had occafioned the difiurbances. by promoting the patenl, and had 
been uniformly averft: to its revocation. With this view, when the primlte 
moved an addrcfs of thanks to the lord lieutenant for his fpeech at the 
opening of [he feffion, particularly to cxpreG their grateful fcnCe of the 
king's goodnifs and dmdefct~jion for pUlling an end to Wood's pnlem, the arch­
hillior of Dublm propored inferting the words, U ond trial wi/dQ,"," obferv­
iog, in juftification of this amendment, th3,t the minifi:ers bad been thl!' 
authors of the patent. but that the king had been wife enough to fcc the 
mifcbiefs. and accordingly revoked it . H e was powerfully feconded by lord 
Midleton. and the motion for the amendment was carried. For tIle pur· 
pore of counteracting this fuggefiion, the primate Jaid before the committee, 
an add refs fomewhat differing in form from the refolution of the hOllfe, and 
with the otT)ifiion of the words great 'lvifdom; but the lords in oppofition 
infilling, that the committee was bound to receive tbofe exprefiions. the 
primate was compelled to add them. On the z3d, however, the friends of 
government obtained their point. When the report of the aJdrefs from the 
committee W:lS laid before the haufe, a. mot ion was made to leave out tbe 
obnOXIOUs words; anu after a fircnuous Oppofilion, in which lord Midieton 
exerted himfclf with grcl.t ability and with much petulance, was carried 
by 2 1 againft 1 'l. ... 

This vittOly decided. in favour of government. the ftruggle in the houfe 
of lords. and the decifion of the fir{\; queftion in the commons, promifed a 
fimilar iifue. An addrefs was moved. acknowledging the king's great good­
ncls and condt:fcenfion in obtaining a tVu and effeCtual furrender of the 
patent, -and expreffing a grateful fenfe of aU favours, and of the many 
bleffings enjoyed under his mild and gracious government . The unaniin,ity 
with which this addrefs was carried, "Vithoul a fingle difi"enting voice, feemed 
to augur a quiet and fuccefsful feffion;. but the friends of lord Midleton, 
amongft whom Saint John Brodrick was the molt: able :lnd the rna{\; vio­
lent, excited a. wa.rm oppofitioll:. which requi~ fame time a.nd much ma~ 
nagement before it fubfided. 

When a propofal for a. fupply was laid before the haufe, it was a.greed to 
in geoernl terms; but the grant was delayed u'nder v:uiou! pretences. A 
committee being appointed to examine the public accounts, and tbe amount 
of the natiOJUl debt, the fta.tement of govcr'nment was not allowed. The 

debt 

"%9 

ChaptC'l' 26. 
111]tol""'5· 
~ 
Proctedings 
in Ihe houfe 
of lord" 

and 1n the 
commons. 



'3° 
'Prriod 'II. 

173oto l,:J7' .... .-~ 

Duty on malt 
«v:adcd in. 
ScotlalU.I. 

PropoCd to 
caforce it. 

MEMoIRS OF 

debt was fald to be magllified with a view to obtaln a 1~ fum UUlll WIll 
ntquifite, and it wa<; panicularJy objeltcd, that no credit was given for calli 
lill. the hands of lhe collectors, and for fevenJ falvent branches of the revenue 
f10t yet rtcci\'cd; various rcfolutions were paffed, which embarraifed govern~ 
m ent. or delayed the payment of the army j .. tax on fa.bries, profits of em­
ployment, places and penfions, was carried in oppofitioh to t~e caftle intereft : 
But after tome frrugglc, the ways llnd means were voted .. , and on the 8th 
of Marcll the lotd lieutenant p\1t an end to this fiormy fenion. 
~ Th~ferment baving fublided, and public confidence being refl:ored by 
theCe prudent compliances, lord Midleton quitted Ireland; and lett led in 
England ul1til the time of his death +. Carteret was permitted to retain 
only' n. nominal poYI'er; the principal :luthority was ve!b.:d in Dr. Hugh 
Boulter., who had, from the bifhoprick oi Briftol, been raifed, in 172.4, to the 
primacy of Ircla.nd, and a rc(ol,\rinn was :\doptcd of filling tue bi~11 ('ha~s of 
ftate with the nativcs of England. which the primate confidered as an etrcnlill.l 
requifite for the maintenance of public tranquillity, and for the caic-of tllole 
who governed in Ireland ~ . 

During, the progre(s of Lhe difturbances in Ireland, ScotL.'U1U became the 
m:ne of limilar agitations. 

Since the union, the natives of Scotland had objelted to the paymcnt of 
many taxes impored by the Britifh parlianlcnt on the unitt'd kingdoms, and 
had fAewn themfdves particularly averfe to the duty on malt, which they long 
evaded under various pretences. 

Ttte El'iglifh country gentlemen were highly diffatisfied with this excmp~ 
tion of tbe Scotch (rom a burden which was ("onfidered as heavy and grie\·. 
ous. Accordingly. when in a committee of ways and means, the conrinuance 
of the malt tax was propo(ed,aThom.a!i Brodrick moved to adjourn the l.:om­
mitt'ee till Monday, for the purpofe of confrdering of a method for obljging 
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Scotland tq P"Y • proportionate part of the duty on malt. Walpole. fore­
feeing the evil effeCts which might mult from uting compulfory mtans, op­
pofed the n1otion· j but finding the fcnCe of the haufe againft him, pm. 
dently fuffered the a.djournment to polfs without a. divifion. On the ncrt 
meeting, however. of the co.mmittee. he contrived to evade any alteration in 
the bill, which was continued as ufual for one year. But the clamours of the 
country gentlemen were fo violent, tbat in the next feffion it was pro~red, 
thoU infiead of the duties on malt in Scotland. :1 duty of fixpcDce lhould be 
paid for c\'cry barrel of beer or ale; and the qudlion was calTied by a ma.~ 
Jodty of 133 votes againA: 41 t· 

This ac1 had fcarcdyl'affed bofore tllC pe-ople of Scotland were influenced 
by miftatements of its tendency, :md by a partial l'cprefentation of lJle 
relative fituatians of Scotland and England. A legal argument was 
dr.lwn up with much fkill. put into familiar language. circulated with gr~t 
atllvity, and had an alarming effett upon the public mind. It was thus {bted : 
Thc Scots tltl of Charles the Second, p:L1Ted in J 68 1, funds yet unrepeal~ 
ed, which declares that the righ t of fucceffion to the crown OH111 devolve ac~ 
cording to proximity of blood; that no difference in religion can alter or 
<.l ivcn It; and that it is high trearon, by writing, fpeak.ing. or otbenvars to 
endeavour any alteration or divcrfion, or to dehar the fucceffor froln the 
immediate, actual, and free adminiftration of the government. The only 
b.lr to the va.lidity of this ill, is the treaty of union, which _was contracted 
by two independent kingdoms. and was to remain in farce as long, and 
no lunger, Ulan each fulfilled its articles. It ii univerra1Jy ~knowledgcd. 
by the public !OlW of nations, and confirmed by the reaCon of the law which 
prevails in private contracts, that the violation of any materw articles of a 
compact is a legal dUfolutlQn of the whole. The refolutions of the houfe 
of commons, which transferred the duty on malt to a duty on beer, being 
contrary to the 6th and 7th articlea oi the Union. will cliifolve that Union; 
the diffolution of the Union, by briogi~ the Scots att Into force, inftaatly 
dethroD~ George the Firt\:, and reDder1 tho next in fuccetlion of the line of 
SluaTts kq of Scotland. The people arc releafed from their oa<h to the 
dilfolvod gOVq~"",.t. and ....,.jer "" obligation to o\ley the !J.'w, of the .. -
venue; and ;the ~miffiOIUi of t~ jIJ.s who are entrufted witb tbe exe­
cution of thofe laws, are ,become void. It was alCo obferved, thN: the a.nnab 
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of hinary afforJ many inftances, where infra8:ions of compaC\:s, though ~on· 
6.dt"red a.t the time of little con[equence, have proved no lefs deftru8:i\'e to the 
party which made the cncroKhments, than to thofe who were oppretfed. Ifrne! 
having ooc(: revolted, upon a trifling acaCian, from Judah, the feat of go­
vemmt'llt, J)ow~rfu1 in wealth and arms, could' never be reduced to obedi­
('nec, and became a [epamte kingdom. Sweden joined to Denmark by the 
union of Calmar, was releafed from its dependence hy the breach of that 
union on the part of Denmark i and a defender was found in Guftavus Vafa, 
"ho refi.ored liberty to his native country. The United Provinces,oppreffcd 
by taxe<;, and !hackled in the free cxercife of religion, Jhook off the yoke of 
Spain, under the powerful government, of fhillp the Second i the Scot .. 
'lie fufficient proofs of their refiftance to repeated opprefIions under the 
reigns of Charles. the Second, and James the Seventh, and they are now 
cllled upon to refift the tyranny of the minifter, who keeps the king and 
country in chains, ~nrl j" :tttcmptillg to livet a l :lX on this country, which i" 
3.11 infringement of the Union, and hoflile to their liberty nnd indcpt'll­

.dence "'. 
There reprerentations haJ a flrong effect, and a , general ferment took 

place, in a country like Scotland. which teemed with Jacobites, and where. ac~ 
cording to the expreffions of the earl oHlay, by a 101tgJ~ri~! of lIo-adminijlrtllioll, 
Iltt mtre Imtr of the law !tad lit/It or nD effdl with tnt ptDple. The public dlr~ 
contents broke out at Glafgow on the 21ft of June, when the commiffioners 
of tbe excife were preparing to do their duty, anq the people threatened to 
fume them if they attempted to vifit the malt-houfes. Application being 
made to general Wade. commander in chief of the forces in that part of 
Scotland, he fent two companies of foldiers, under the command of captain 
BlJlhd, for the purpoCe of fttpporting the commilIioners, and quelling any 
riot. 

The populace afi"embled in confiderable numbers, repeatedly exclaiming. 
II Down with Walpole, and up with Seaforth; the Mackenfies are up in the 
" north, and will foon come to our a.fIlftance T'" They broke open and 
plundered the houfc of Daniel Campbell, member for the city.; a.tT'aulted and 
drove away the troops, whti were finally compelled in their own defence to . 
fire; and after killing and woundin~ three or four, retreated in good order 
to Dwnbartoo. 

, " Genml Wade'. Lettn' to the duke of 
Ncwcarue, july J, 17M. Walpole P.pc~ .. 
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General Wade. informed of there events, marched Wtth 3. brgc body of Cftapttt 26. 

troops to Glargow, and >l.ctompanlcd by Duncan Forbe<:" the lord advocate r7s3to172S· 

of Scotland, took quiet poffeffion of tile dty; arrefied fome of the rioters, '--. , 
apprehended the magiftrates. and'com'eyed them prifonerS to Edinburgh, 
for being acceffary, or at lca.ll: for havlftg conniveu at the tumults, and 
taken no pains to difcover the rioters. They were trit·d by the lords ju!E-
eiarics; acquitted, and immediately difchargcd. Capbin Bufbel, who had 
been arraigned for murder, according to the forms of law, was convittcd 
andpmdemned; but as the orders hy which he haH commanded his troop!. 
to fire, had been ditb.ted hy Celf-defence, he was pardoned. and promoted ill 
the (ervire. The rioters at Gla,(gow were brought to trial; yet fuch wa.s the 
1enity of goYcrnment-, that four only, after being [courged, were [entenced 
to tranfportation, and one woman was condemned to fUnd thrice in the · ' pillory. ' 

Although this tumuk':!.t GJafgow, a.nd tht" riots which took place in a 
few other towns were fupprdfed, yet they gave rifC' to an' affair :1t Edin­
htlrgh, \vhich threatened the moil: fcrious conrequences. The magifiratcs of 
Gb.l?;oW had been accoOlp3.nicd to Edinhurgh by a large hody of the inha­
bitants, who reproached the people for belf:l.ying the intcrefu of their coun-
try; artd upb~ided them. that by fubmitting to the law. they would be-
come tbe inftrumcnts of wreathing abo\lt their neck:. the infupportablC' 
bonds of the malt tax It. The ~cquittal of the magif1:ratcs iteing confidercd 
as a ViL'lory ovef government, the popul~r difcontcnts increafed to :In :1.larm-
ing degree. The brewers entered into a combina.tion not to give fecurity 
for the difcharge of tbe new duty, and not to brew,if tbey were jUdiciaJt)' 
call~d upon for payment. .ml the maltficrs in Scotland depended on thb 
combination of tlie Edin.hurgh brewers, who were conJidcretl as the cho(cn 
champions of Scottifh liberty T' -

The caufe of the brewers was highly popular among all ranks ana djflinc~ . 
dons of men, not only·tJf thofe w170 were not employed hy government, 
but e\'en of thofe who were inve1t:ed with authority. Sbme of the lords, 
jufticiaries were timid, or lukewann. others fecretly a\'crfe [0 the impofi.tion: 
of the tax .. while the juftices of the 'peace, and the magif1:rates of thl! prin~ 
cipal to,-,:ns, openly expreffed their difapprobation. . 
· But the greateft obftroaiori'''arofe from the conduCt of tlle duk' of Rox~ 

burgh, fecret~ry of (late for Scotland. He was ftwngly attached tb Carteret ' 
and Cadogan, 2nd had ' join(d them in :tttempting to remove Tpwnfhend 

'. , I ~ • • . • 

· Lerl'er ftom John Campbell to Sir Robm. Walpole. Comfpondcllce. 
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~ III. -and \-Y:lIpole; ~nd aware that his difmiffion had been recommended to the 
',aQto I 72-i' king on the remo .... al of Carteret, fUll continued to augment the divifion 
'=---- ' in the.., cabinet. He now [ecreu, e~uraged the difcontents in Scotland, 

~fijion of 
the carl of 
110

" 

a.OO countcr4~tcd or delayed the orders t1f government, which. in virtue of his 
office, were iff'ued by him. A aeneral opinion alfo prevailed, th.1t a firIR 
rcfolution to refift the new illlpofis with unabating zeal, would be- at~ 
tended wIth llJucccfs fimdar to the event of the ftruggle which had been. 
recently made in Irdaml, in oppofitiotl to Wood's coin:age, where the una­
nimol,ls voice of the co~ptry was~on the eve of o!;taining from gover1¥Jlcnt 
the fwrender of the p.atcnt. -

The brewers were fiilt farther encouraged to per[cvere, by rumours induf­
trioufiy circulat~d by perCan! of credit and confequence. that thefe fevere 
meafUJ"Ci were adopted by the regency. contrary to the inclinations of tho 
king. only for the .p.lrpofe of fupportiug Walpole; that in tbe next {effion 
0'£ parliament he would be di{grar rd; that the cb1af power would be lodgL"tl 
in the bands of Pulteney, in conjuntlion with lhe duke of Roxburgh; a.od 
that th9(e who now lilbmitted would be expo(ed to the re(entment of the 
new admio.iftratio.o, and thr fury of the populace. 

In this dilemma .. the minifter, with the approbation of the regency, dc­
pu\<d Archibald, earl of llay, lord keeper of tbe privy feal i. Scotlaold, to 
Edinburgh. armed with. full powers from govermpent. ana pRvate1y in-. 
ftruaeQ by W.ai>ole. who tempered the violent orders fent from Hanova-. 
The removal of the duke of ROlI::bwgh from the orice of fecret:uy of 
i\ .. ~e, which w~s ad,opted at tl;le earnd}: r;cqueft I)f Walpole. foon Con­
vinced the deluded people, th,t they bod heen impofcd upon by the ene­
mies of' governa;lCllt. i,.. fuppoling tbe mwf\cr difagr=t.ble. to the king, 
and that his opponents would be triumphant. General Wade, in pur­
lua.nce of the ad of parliament pajfed. in the prece~g y~, difarmed the 
highlaold ... of the moll difajfe/l:ed ciaru, and tbe il)babiiants qf. the Ine, of 
Mull and Sky. The fpint "'if zeal of lord ilay, broIr.o, the comilj,o .. ion at 
Edinburgh, and rdlor<d t,...wu;ty, to IWn W aJpo~ wbolly attributed the 
final fupprefiioD of tbe riots , and the WIIrm praiks. of his condue\, which he 
tranfJl)itt;od to the king. do b""ou[ to the ~ of the one, aDd to the 
r,ntitude of tbe other. 

From tas porioclionlll,ay ~ the perf ... in whom Walpole implicitly 
fm.IIided f« tbe mana&"mc:Dt of \be ScouiIh oIfairs, ..:hich he; c:qocIuClcd 
With great obility aDd P"1J~nq;, ud ";th fa much real a~y, t4t be 
.... called the kiDg of Sootland. "The 'rife, progrc6, aad to;rii1inotioo of 
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tberet tllmults, are minutely related in the correCpom.lcnce which paffcd 
between Sir Robert Walpole, Jord Townnlcnu and the eart of Hay *. 

Archibald, earl of Hay, and aftem'ards duke of Argyle, on the deatoh 
of his brother John, W:IS fccllild fon of Archib.ld c.rl 01" ArtY1.. He 
V.'a5 born Ilt Ham hoitCe, at Pcterfham .. in '1682, educated at Etcn, and 
refidid in Englan~ntil he was about fevehteen years of age, \vheft.-he ~ 
fentto the univerftty of Glafgow. Being a younger brother, with a 'fplaJI 
fortune, he went to Utrecht, and I~e a confidcrable proficiency in the civil 
.Iaw, with a defign to practife in that line. But his father being created " 
duke, he renounced. this intention, and. embraced the profeffion of arms. He 
was, when very young, appointed colonel of the 36th regiment of foot, and 
go\'crnorof Dumhuton c:lJl1e, But finding himfdf more qualified for a ftatef. 
man than a fold,ier, he quittca tht :.uin1, and with his u!u!11 affiduity, employed 
himfelf in the-acquifition of political kDftlcdge. ]n 170.!, be was appointed 
lora regiftet'of Scetland. and in the enCuing year. was nominated one of the 
commiffionen for fettling the union! in confideration of his fervices, he 
was created earl of lIay. :-nd 011 the concJufion of the treaty was chofcn 
()ne of the fixteen-peers of Scotland. and conhantly elected l,1l every future 
parliament, till his deatb, excepting that which affcmbled in 1713, His 
cxclufrln at that 1ime, was owing to the 7..eal ' with· which l1c had abetted 
the caufe of the Whigs, and promoted the fucceffion of the Protdlant line • 
.nt )JIO. he was made jufliC!:c "general of Scotland. 

Although lie ~ad long re~~unced the profeffion of arms, yet when the re .. 
bellion broke -Out in 171,,7 he'" placed himfelf a{ ' the head of a corps of 
royalifts, prevented, by his pru*t conduCt, general Gordon, n.t the head of 
.r ,000 men, ~rh pet;,etratin't intd ftIe Weftem Highlands; and railing levies, 
joined t~ duke 6f Argyle at Stirling,. and was wou~ded at the battle , of 
DuinbJain. ffis" ~ condua VO"13 " only i te~rr ex""ion. His 
pcincipa! went conflf\led Hi his parliillrJentary abilities, which we~ very confi~ 
dera'" In his ftudy ~ rile law, he had acqui. acutenefs of aPJllrehenfion 
and m~ qf arrangeltlent.: H'lS-fpcechJes were replete with '\folid argu-' 
menfs aDd k.een abfervilletiS, his !a;~ was pta.i~ and fluent, and" his 
Inafner grave and' (olemn. He cd\lfUi\l~ invariably attached to Sir Rdw" 
bet Walpole, 4linngl;lftis long a.dn1iniftration, and counlerafud, as much 
i1f I'f'in hi! poil1!t~ .tho violen« of hi! brother', [XIIitics, Wbjp he joined 

.. ~It. Tlimllfts of Scotlimd. 
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oppoGtion. 4 17'5 he had been nominated keeper of Ihe privy fcal,.,lnd 
in I 734. he was made k(.":cpcr of the grtat (c:ll, which office be held till 
rus death-. 

Walpole, having thus, by timely conce~n on one 'band. and by a due 
mixture of vigour and moclerntion on the alber, fupprdI'ed thefe 3.lann~· 
ing difiurbances jn lrdand and Scotland, cxprcffed, .i.o a letter to.loru, 
Towntll;nd, his exultation, his fcnCe of the difficulties from which he had 
been relieved. and his rerolution to avoid fimilar embarraffments. U I tbink 
we h:lve 01lC~ more got Scotlan~ and Irelarnl quiet. if W~ tak! (are to ku p 
,,,"" [0 ," 

CHAPTER THE TWENTY-SEVENTH , 

17 2 5 • 

.Diffolulion of tire Congr¢ of Cnmw·oy.-OrigiJl and Progr¢ of the UnioJI belW«!l 
tlte Emperor and Spaill.-Tfeaty of P;enlla.-Affairl of the Norrh.-Alaml1 
mId Condt.Ef of Englanib-ApplicatioJt /0 Parliawunr. o· 

I HA VE already obfervcd. that the qu.ple alliance, which '\US con~luded . 
with a view to terminate the difpu.tes between the E.mpcror and the king 

of Spain. equally difpkafed both p"'tie~ Accordingly both th. Emperor an~ 
Rhilip obO:rutted the fuccd5, of the. ne~otiatioD! at the congrdS of Cam~ 
bray, where attonpU wer~rming, under the media;f!ion of Engla+nd 
France, to lettle the final terms pf reconciliation ~tween thore ,twq pow.crs. 

Bifides many other objeCts in di.~e, the EluP.=l"Of w,a.s unwilling to re­
nounce the eftablifhmc·nt of th~ Ea..4~ company at Oftend. and wa.s run 
more teluaant to beftow, according to J\1s prom iCc" t~ inYef.ijtuR: -o(Parma 
~ Tufcany, on Don ~rlos. nom' a, 1~ apprehenfioD. that the .fe~tkment 

• "Far milnyof thefe partituiuJ, 1 an. ~, to lhe ebligioa: tott!.aalllucatioD' of lord 
-1f1Olkrid< c.m,bdI. 
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or a Spani!h brandl of tl~e hou(e of Bourbon in Italy, would embnger tnc 
fecurity of his domi..o.ioos in that country. 

Philip no Icfs eagerly inlifted oJ) the rcftitution of Gibraltar. which he 
dl.'d:ved had been proitU.fed to hUn, as the price- of his acccffion to the qua­
druple alliance, and retarded hi; evacuation of Sicily ami Sard,inil, until 
tile invefritures of Parma and Tu[cany Ihould be befrowcd on D." Carlos. 
The confequence of this mutual rcpugnance ,~ the terms of the quadruple 
alliance, W~ a private overture, made by Philip to thF, Emperor, and the 
million of Rippcrd3; to Vienna. for. the purpolc of adjuiting; th(! couthtions. 
of their reconci liation. While thi s fro-erct negotiation wa,., pcmhng. the rc­
iCntmcnt oi Philip and hi .. queen was inflamed by an eVlnt which touched 
their afi;'£rions and interdls itt the tendcrdl point, and junlficd, in tome 
m (,,:;[lIr(>, the ~iolent proceedings whiih they infiantly adopted. 

One principal motive which had induced Philip to accede to the quatlru­
pi..: atliancc, was the double marriage bcrwce ll Iii!> family and the houle of 
Orleans. Don Carlo'i was affianceu to Mademoilclfe Bcauj oloi~, the fourth 
d.lUghter of the dukl.! of Odeansp and the infanta Marii Therein, daughter of 
Philip, hy E lizabeth Farne(e, was betrotht:d to the killg of FraneC'.~ This 
arrangement was highly advantag~ous to both the contractirfg partic~; for 
as the Iufan ta wa~ cnl)' four years of age. her marriage with Louis the Fir­
teenth.left the chanct! of an e\'cnturu fucceflion to the S-rowo of F rance filII. 
open, Lo which Philip and his queen, notwithfbmling rcpe.\teJ. rcnunelJ.tionsr 
looked with anxj.ous expectation; and (hould the young kl1g lLve to conlum­
mate-the marriage, the infanta of Spain would become queen of France. and 
the~ r detcendants fit on the throne. The regent wa'i no lets gratified by tht! 
contemplation of his own advantage refulting from the (,mt: circumftance~;. 
be conIidcred the precarious health of the y.oung king, and the. inCmey of his. 
brid~ as placing at a 'vety remote d~ce the profpctl:. of a lineal heir' 
and eppoCing no. obftrucnon to the hOft's he entertained of reigning in )Iis,. 
own right, for the G:curiJ.~of which:he i:fependcd on (lie promifcd affilbnce 
of England .• 

During tbe life of tlIe duke ,of Orleans, the infnnta w4s tre.:Lteu at Paris 
as dIe future queen; but after his death , l'he duke of Bourl>on. in compli­
ance with the general rente of tlle nation, and in confol'mity to his.. own in­
ierell, fent back the iO£aota to Spain, and affianced Louis the Fifteenth to 
the daughter of St&ni1laus, tituJar king of Poland. 'This roeattlre, howc\,c) 
jufl, m nec:eerary in itfeJf, was ccnduc\'ed with fuch want of add refs and (.jc­
cumfpettioo, thlt it produced an immed i:J.te ru pture bctweerr France 3.lld 
Spain. The abbot dt:" Livry, who was cornmiffioned to open this delicate: 

b..rUl<G;., 
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.Pa-iod IJI .• hufinefs, was ordered to &liver to the king of Spain. letten from Louis the 
Ij20toljZi· Fifteentb an4 the duke of Bourbon, explaining, in rer~t torms, the rcafons. 
Ll- .. _J which induced them to fend back the infanta. Livry • . iQftead of fuWillipg 

.~rell'mC'tlt 
of liu: kmg 
:lndquunof ..... .... ", 

hit orders. w:t~ no lonner adm.itted to.an a~nce, tlJut he threw himfdf on 
his kllt..'eS, ki1Tl.'d the king's hands in 11n agdny of defpair, burn: into lean,' and 
thus bC[~lcd his cfIalWl befbte he otrered to deliver the lelters. Both the 
king and queen refufcd to f*ive them, turned from him wilh indigna­
tion. and difmi!fed him from their prefence with the greateft marks of ig­
nOininYr On receiving a notification frtlm theiT rrunifter at Paris, that the 
infantn was to be'tetumcd, Lt\'ry and the French conlul were ordered to quit 
Madrid in twenty-nine hours, and Philip publicly declared, that Spain could 
never fhed fufficient-ulood to avenge the infuf't: offered to his farnilr_ 

On the day ~~hich fucceeded the iffuing of there orders. Philip. in a.n audi~ 
dience which he g:wc to the Britifh cmhalT.'ldor ", C'rlumcrateJ, in a.n agoll}' 
of refentment, all the aggravating cil'cumftances which had accompanied thi~ 
infupportable indignity offered to his daughter; he made the moll: bitter 
compl:lints at the manner in which it ~ad been carried into execution. and 
acculcd the duke of Bourbon of ha.ving added duplicity to infult. He: 
had, they botl! 311edged, repeatedly :lpproved the marriage with the infanta. 
had even aflurcd thdr mininer at Paris, that the efppufal'i fhoutd be cele­
brated on the 30th Qf March j he had made this deC1:vation (:\o-en after the 
abbot de Livry was ("ommiffioned to notify the refoluiion of diffolving the 
marriage i and t'hql, .,mhout waiting for thell' arUwer, had pubh0100 thtf ft­
lDlution .. F1'2nce. The deceit and fraud of this whole prticeoding, • tbD)' 
obferved. ~ fo flagrant as muJtrender them contemptible in the eyes of aU 
Europe, and of their own (ubjech, 'did tllC1 not feel the higheR: refentment 
at fuch ~enormou~ ingratitude_ After the!e expreffion5, Philip declared his 
1jetermination of fcpa!3ting bimiNi. from France fer ever f he trufted this ~ 
folution would not occ:afion any decreafe in the friendlliip of the king of 
England. but rathcruraw clofer t~aru1sof unip,.a.nd amity_ He was deter­
min~-d to place his entire friendfhip and c~nfideDce in bim alone. and declared 
that lIe fhould order his plenipotentiaries at ~bray to rojtd tht mediation of 
Fl"J.n~e, and to fubmit t'be final tetdement of the points in difpute. between 
him J.mllhc Emperor, to the fole medi.tion of England t . 

This ofl'~ wa~ no (ooner declined by George the Fifft, as injurious to his 
alliance with France, than Philip tnm£erred his refentnlem: to Eno::land. IjJ' - Of· .. . 

WjIIJ,m S.nh!)JIt to the DuJ(o of New- t William Stuhope Ie • Dub of Ne .. .. 
c:lfiJc'. 19th March. Ii'S, liurinaton raper.. c:afile. M.adrid.. MIrch.o. l,as_ WaJpo • 
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broke ~p the c;ongurfs of Cambray, and/cat immediate orders to ba.ron Rip~ 
pc~ to conclude- t~ terms of a final ~onciliatioll with th!: Emperor. 1,:Io.S· 

Ripperda £OUlad an eafy compliance in the Emperor, who had long been '- .. ; ~ 
rli1fam6ed with George. both as king of England and deGtor of HaBover; as._ 
king, for his ftria: alliance .with F!';lnce, and his rc:fuC....t to co..operate in ex. 
eluding Don Cutos from the fucccffion of Paml:l and Tu(cany j aeu as 
elector, for the acquifitioa of Bremen and Verden, and for refufiQg to pay the 
enormous fine demanded for the invcftiture. \ • 

The difputcs between ~n and the Emperor, which h:l.d fa long cmbar. 
ulfed and agit:'ttcd Europe, and which had lx.-en rather heighteneu t!tan 
compored by the congtcr~ of Cambray, wete terminated in a few conferences, 
and the two fovereigns, in whore quarrel.. fuch a deluge of blood had been 
(hed, and fuci) immenlc trearures expended, fuddenly contrad.ed an alliance 
fo r the mutual fupport of deh other's interefts. without the k.nowledge of 
thofe very power! who had fo long ~ ineffeCtually attempted to negotiate 
an accommodation between t~. 

This allilnce between the Emperor and Spain, concluded at .n~ con~ 
filled of three reparate tre:lties. By the firll, ligned on the soth of AIuil, the 
two fovereigns connrmed the articles of the quadruple :.illiallce. Charles 
the Sixth renounced his pretenfions to the crown of Spain; 'Philip acknow­
ledged the Emperor's right to Naples and Sicily. the Milancie. and the Ne­
therlands, and guarantied the pragmatic fa.oEtion, or the fucceffion to lhc 
hereditary dominions of the houfe of l\.uftria, in the female line. 

In confcquence of this fudden union. the new allies were fufpeCl::ed of 
forming the moft ambitious and dangerous projed:s. It WJ'i not. credited 
that Philip the Fifth would fo eafily ha.r;e renounced th;,tt· jun daim, which 
he could..6lnn on the ,&therlaads, Naples, n'd Milan, thoulc1 the Emperor 
die without ifrue maJ$t&nd have 6uara.ntied the whole Au~rian (ucceffion, ill 
the female line, unlelS the Emperor. in return. had promilitd lome t~crct ar .. 
ticks in favq,tf',bf tne children of Philip, by Elizabeth Farnt:(e, who wholly 
gov~d t~unfels of Spain. In1luenced by thefe confidemtions, England, 
,and France were no leCs alarmed at the tre:lty of Vienna, than offentkd at r be 
infu]t dKcrcd to tbc:m as mediating powers, in concluding that all~e with-
out their intcrpofition • • There, fufpicions were [OOf}. afterwards ful!ngtbened 
by the i..d~crect and 'V'iolent expreffions of Ripperda; by. intelligence £ro,m the 
Britifh minitl:ers at Madrid and Paris, and from St. Saphorin. tbe Britifh 
agrnt at V~opa.; ttaey'w1'e-confirmed by the inlmedi,uc demand of the rc .. 
ftitution <4<GibJaltar, a>a<k by SpaiD; as the fole ""d indifpenlAble toDdi,ion 
. flfl!>e _tiouati& of """,,,W """~witb England. 
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It foon appe:ued that a fecond and third treaty had been 6gncd on the 
firll: of May. '-hc fecond was a treaty of commerce; and [upportcd the 
crlbblifhment of the Ollend company. which the maritimo powers confiacrcd 
a. contrary 10 the treat}' of Weflphalia, and as i';Yolving in its con[equcncC'> 
the diminution of their Indian trade. The third 'w1\5 a treaty of lUutual de­
fence; t he two fovereigns guarantied their rerpeai~ territoril...'5, and engaged 
to Juppart each other with all, their force, fhould either be atlackcd j the king. 
of Spain to tUpply fifteen men of war, 15,000 infantry, and $,000 horie, 
or ftipulated fubfidies inflcad; the Emperor to~bring into tile field 30,000 

fooWnd 10,000 horre . 
... But befides (heli: conditions, rCJ~orts of ?thc.r articl~s wer~ circulated nn~1 
believed i that the Emperor promlfed to gl\'C In marriage 1m daughters, lilt" 
two &rch ducheffes. to Don Carlos and D on Philip. the two infants of Spain, 
and :lffift in ohtaining by force the reftitution of Gibraltat, if good office ... 
would not avail. In addition, it was nrongly rumoured, and man y circum­
filllla:S ind uced the milliflers lO believe, that ... rrangcments were making to 
pbcc the Pietcndcr upon the throne. 

George the Firfi: received the notification of the trentyof Vicnn.!, from 
Count Slo.rcrni>erg, the Imperial cmbaOl.dor, with the greaten coldne[~, and 
an !lppcarancc of th e mon pelfctt indifference. In <U\ audil.'nct, to whiclJ 
llC was introduced by lord Townfhend. he began by ohferving. that on 
the propofal of Ripperda, at Vienna, to commence a leparate treaty, the 
Emperor had r~plil..·d, that the congref:. of Cam bray being efbblilhed for 
the purpofe of fetlling the difputes between him and the king of Spain. 
'Under ~be mediation of Grcdt Britain and France., he did not fee the necef.., 
Jityof altelillg the· train of Ih~ negof1ation. But when Ripperda inGfi-ed 
(on the p:lrt of Spain) that <l11 attempt filOuld be made to cOIllJloCe'their dif­
fcTt.:nce~. the Emperor, refletling on the difficulties derived from the mi[un­
derfbnding between Spain <lnd France, and ~onfiderjng that ~pain hat! re­
jed.ed the mctliation of France, and' that the king of Engllad had de­
clined the-Cole metliation, conceived. that for the promotion't:f the pub­
lic tranquillity, it was his duty to endeavour to form an amicable Com~ 
promife with the king of Spain. This. attempt had been crownd:l wirh 
fuccc[s, the treaty W,ilS at length 6gned; be was commanded to commu­
nicate 3. coPy of it tOiae king, and Fonfeca" the Imperial miniftcr lfParis. 
W3,S al[o commiffioned to lay another .~fore the kmg of France.~ H e ob-' 
ferved, t hM the treaty was 10' aU refpcds conformable to the quadruple "lli. 
aRte, "and only rogul,tcd <hofe point>, which relIllLined to 1>I1:.djul1:ed. He 

" rcm:llked; 
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rendrked, tlpLt as the Emperor had bound him(df by the q\ladruple alliance, 
to guarantie the fucceffion to tht" crowns of Englanrl . Prance, and Spain, 
Philip had, in confocD)ity to the didates of rear an and juftice, confenttd to 
guaran~ic the pragmatic Cantlien. His Imperial majefl.y, he (ai~ truited and 
hoped that the k.jngs of Great Britain and France would alfo gaaz:antie th:lt 
order of fucce!lion, by acceding to the treatY; that with this "iew, an arti. 
de 'was inferted for the admiffi6n of thofe powers, who, with the confent 
of'tne contra.a:jng parties, fhould accede withini& year, and dlit the arti~. 
was thus worded. becaufe it was not thought proper to llaJllI! France. on 
a.ccount of the mi.fuoderfbnding with Spain. H e'4'parriclllarly fpecified, 
that although the trea.ty with Spain was figned, y(' t the Emperor had ordered 
his plenipotentiarieS' not to quit Cambray. until the Spanifh minifters had 
taken their departure. Rippc:rda. he added, had informed the Emperor. that 
fome-points - ftill remained to be fettled between Spain and Engrand; ancllhe 
king his mafier requefted the Emperor to employ his medi:.ltion to that 
effect. To' this requell: the Emperor had replied. that if thore matten- re­
lated to, and were the confequcnce of the quadruple alliance; and if the king 
of England approved it, he would willingly, otfcr his joterpofilion, but that 
othelWifc. he would not into,rfere. 

The king. after receiving the copy, congn.tulated the Emperor and king of 
Spain on their reconciliation. He then [aid, that Spain finding it impoffible 
to overcome the impartiality of the mediatOfs. and to induce them to ad 
in contradiCtion to the quadruple alliance •. bad deputed Ripperda wjth a 
view to form a direct accommodation with the court of Vienna j that hia 
nuffion taking place before the quarrel arofe ~tween France and Spain. 
it .was nol to that event~ but to the equity and firmo.efs of England. and 
France. that the overtures frOm Spain were to be attribut~; that the 

"opes of fupporting the public tr:mquillity, and maintaining the faith of 
treaties. hn.d ioduc.l the mediatihg powers to exert tbemCeJvcs in attempt· 
icg to bring the congrcfa of Cambra,- to a. happy conclufion, by feItling the 
objeCts in difput~ between the Emp~mr and Sp3in. which were in them. 

1tlvC!I& fo littJe inter.caiPg to the two crOWM. H e did not tak.e · the leal\: 
JIOtice of tbe dcliacy which the Emperor ~eCled to !hew in not being the 
firft to .,cal- m;njfkrs at CambAY, ' D;or of the demand for acceding to 
the treatY; aM he co./uQod by ob[emng, tbat in regardto the of!'t:r made by 
~e i4up<ror, of .inl>o,,",og hi. a.fIiftaoce """ani, adjufting any diffCf<nw 
bet_ear I'ngloDd '""" Spain, he did not ",coliect that any other [ubUaed, 
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Cl:cept fuch as related to commerce, a.nd in thoCe there was flO «cabaa ~r 
a mediation·. • 

-To the SpaniOl embaffaoor, when he notified tJae treaty, the king cx­
prdfed his &tisfacoon at the peace, becaufe he was thereby dcliverod fro .. 
• ,difficult and burdcnfome mediation; and he added,. with a fmile, tbat 
he, hoped Ihe reconciliation would ptove:1s {inure ana durable as the par. 
tics upca:cd t . 

. At the ntoment when tile union of the Emperor and Spain threaten~ the 
fouth of Europe with new ditrurbances. the tranquillity of the north was in 
danger ~f being brokall by the daring enterprizes of RuGia, who feerned to 
employ, with great dfe8:, the new afcendan~ which (be had gained as an 
European power. When Peter the Great had been counteraded in his at. 
tempts againft Denmark. by the vigorous interpoflJ,ion of England, be turned 
his'views to Sw~en~ at that ·time difiratted with.. the troubles natwally de· 
rived from 3. dirlJutetl fucceffion. dcdilling under the weak adminiftratioQ 
of a fovereign almoft. reduced to a. cypher by tbe new corul.itution,. and en· 
feebled by faCtions, natural to a government found"ed on popular principh's,. 
and foment«i by a turbulent ariftocrac),. But he was prevented from taking 
an aCl:i"'e 1hare in the diftulbances of Sweden by the Pman war, which car­
ried him from the Baltic to the Cafpian (ea. At the contlufion of the 
campaign, he again turned his thoughts to Denmark and. Sweden. By 
pining the fenate, he concluded, in oppofition to the kiDg, a defeA1ive alw 
lianct: with Sweden for twelve yean. The aim of this alliance was kvelJed 
againft Denmark j and a. fcerct article ftipvl"ted, that the contraCting powers 
Should employ their good offices to obtain the reftitution of Skfwic to the duke 
of Holftein. and if thefe did not fucceed, fhouId have recourfe to other mea­
Curts. He al(o refufed to liften to the overtures of. reconciliation wtth George-

. the Firft offered throu.,gh the media.tiOl.l of France and Sweden. unlefs "­
king would bin,:! himfelf to infift on the rellitution of Skfwic. 1:he treaty 
was feared, l1gned. when Pcser died; ~ his wife Catherine, wbo was raifad 
to the tbronc by the ;"I"sues and inlluence of pD.wo Meod>W. adopted 
all the views of ber d~eafed huJbaod. promotJed tho,d.1IIC of her fon-ill-law 
",ith llill greater warmth. and made vigorous ~ .. for the pwpolC f1i 
forcing Dc:.cllnark to accede to bet ~ Thus a new w.a.r {~~ iuYiJ:ab~ 
~ preparuiOD! wen: made on alllideo~an .pproaching"'~ 
. Every attempt made by F"""" am EIeIon4. II> _cile thek Jani .. 

• Lord \rowa4lmd to.St. SapboliD,.May ,-1-4, I%,S. 

tW~"'pm. 
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Werefb, (.i1.cd of fuccefs. Catherine in6iled on the refiitution of Slcfwic, 
or an equi~ent {which alluded to Bremen and Vehrden} as the indifpeofable 
condi.tion of ber a-ccommoda.tion with Dtntna.rk.. In vain thp fenate ex_ 
horted her to.try the way of negOtiation. and oarnefily 'befought her. It for 
the c3fe and rdicf ofi ber fubjefts, to countermand the chargeable c;qQi~ 
ments Ole bad been pleafed to order in favour of the duke's pretenfions on 
Slefwic." In .nf~.r to thcfe exhortations. the emprefs wa.rmly rep1icd. 
fC Let nbt anyone of you all, that would be reckoned 3.n hondl. [ubjea, or 
hope to enjoy the lcaft .(hare of my favour. dare to offer me ftJ~ mean 
fpirited advice. The duke of Holftein ftripped unjuftly of his hereditary 
dominions, took.(anCtuary in om country. and threw hiOlfdf into the anns 
of my decea.fed lord for proted:ion; he is {inee amtraded to my daughter, 
and is himfel{ IS dear to me as my own child. I am bound by all the rU.les 
of honour; as "ell as the tics of blood, to fee jufti~e done to that unfortunate 
prince, in whofe clufe I would not fcrople to forego the weaknefs of my [ex, 
and even to draw :l fword, or to put myfelf at the head of an army: I could 
content myfelf with c10aths to keep me warm, and with bread to eat; but I 
will have you know that my children ought to be, and fll/ill be trt'ated a5 
the offspring of my dear lord, and your fovereign deceafed. WhocvCI!" of 
you will aid me in this juft Clufe of my \on-in-hw, 01aU be encouraged and 
rewarded i bot whoever da.res oppofe it, fhalJ feel the utmoft weight- of my 
difpkafure . If the kings. of France and Great Britain are ~ally difpofed to 
help the duke of Holftein in recovering his right, thili equipment will facili­
tate their operations, by intimidating the king en Denmark. nnd putting 
him to a conftaDt expence. 1 know thllt prince will not be able to refl in 
his bed, nor to keep a 6ng!e lhip in IUs h:ubours llnequipped, as long as he 
fees-tlu.t the Beet and gaUies of Ruffia, with 50,000 men on board, can in a 
fortnight's time vifit ·him in the ve.ry port of Copenhagen, But.let Fr&ACe 
and Britain rd'ufc thdr alfJfu.nce to the duke. while I have Sweden and 
Pruffit 00.., fide, I hope he i. i. no danger of wanting robfd!-en..... "In 
!'hort, it il ihr 'tJJ"f infcreft and glory, as well as your's. to coni'ince the wOrld. 
that I have power to fee juftice doneH'"In,. f:tmily, and that I am refolved 
to make ufe of it j a.nd I know no fuch way of convincing them of thi~truth, 
as by letting them fee the dfeth of it with their own eyes.': 

At the ..coaclu&on« thefe words, {he gave orders, in their tft{ence, to 
Menchikof and APrUlD, to have the fleet and troop! in readineCs by the 
~~'" May at their peril -

, 
, ' Stepbat. Po)ll1tl: to lord TOWJUhcd, S&ol;kho!~ May I., 17"S, Wat~k Papcn. 
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.hied nI. In confcquena of thefe: refolutions. Spain and the Emperor m&de Me,:. 

I1soto 17"7- tul'ts to Catherine', which were cordially received .. Large fums of money .... ~ 
Alummg. reo were remitted from Madnd to PeterlbuT, and-plans of offenfive operat.ion 
-portr. ' were ocmcetted between them. It was reported that the fleet and troops of 

Applicatioll 
to parlta_ 
t)e'll. 

a.uffia were preparing to afr, not only againft Dtnmark".but to join Spain and 
the Emperor in their dcfignsjn favour of the Pretender. But none of there 
tranfact:ions h",Ct any dfelt In dlfturbing the public tranquillity, or nciting: 
the attention of parliament. 

As the c:mbarraU'ed fituation of (ore'ign affairs, and the profpeet of an ap­
proaching rupture with the Emperor, Spain, and Rutraa. might render it 
highly nectffary to expend large rums m fecrtt fervice money; as IMte 
was no Cum appropriated to fuch emergencies, and as the revenues of tbe 
c-ivil lilt, loaded as they were with a. large debt. were incapable of affording 
• competent fupp1v, the rninifter was again laid under the neceffit, of apply­
ing to parlir.ment. 

On the 8th ot' Apnl, a mefrage from the king was delivered to the 
haufe, importing that he had been engaged in forne extraordmary expence!'i, 
which he was perfuaded his Joyal commons would believe to have been em .. 
plOJlfd. not only for the honour and dignity of the crown, but for t\le interen 
and prorpmty of hi. people. The report of >he 'rearu!), f\atet\ tbe' debt at 
l.508,363. In the debate, it was a£['erted that fince f'he civil 1ill Wal fet­
tied, an expence of above C. 90,000 a year had been incurred, which could 
not be foreCeen, and confequently not provided for. Parliamentary relief 
having bee" given in a 6milar cafe thrte yean before, juft and Ilbund1nt 
matter was fuggefted for parliamentary debates and popular complaints. 
Pulteney was particularly urgent, and commenced on this occafioa his public 
0.ppofition. A comp)j&nce with the mcfi"age boweYtl' was carried by a Jarge 
JlHljority • 
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CHA}'tER THE TWENTY-EIGHTH, 

17'1.5 

C'IIr1ujC" t»td Oijell of lire Tr62/} of Htl1IIJ'IJtr'.-Objel1ions of Walpole.-R.e­
mdfltd.-lJbjervariMts on Hit Jeeru Articles ilJ Iht rrtal) of Yi('I1U1. 

SUCH was the fituation of affairs in tbe north and routh, when the 
king arrwed Irt Hanover, on the Z 5th of June. The whole political 

horizon 'A"3.S thickly-cover~ with douds. which fecmC'd to announce a· fu~ 
ture tempeft. To difperfe thefe douds, and to bring back ferccNly, fcemed 
tImon beyond the power of human prudence. 

HanO\"CT. as the Hague in the time of William, no~w became the great 
'cenUe of intrigoe and negotiation, and the cabinet of a Britilh fOHreign 
in the hem of Genm.ny, paCified or convuJfed Europe. The great objed­
of Townfheoo's negotiations, wa~ to :u:l.d vigour to the co· operation of 
France, to gain Pruffia, to dcto-eh Sweden from Ruffis, and to form with 
France. and by her concurrence in the north, a counter treaty to that 
t)f Vienna, which might allle the Emperor and Spain, a.nd prevent the 
princes and circles of the German empire, from acading to an alliance', 
which folely regarded the houfe of Auibi.a, and Wa! wholly unconneCted 
with the intereft~ of Germany. All thefe points were effeaed with confum­
mate addrefs. Horace Walpole obtained at Paris the concarrence of France, 
.:however averfe to adopt vigorow' mcafures. Townlhend. in Ii. conferenc~ at 
Herenhaufen, l\1TOO Frederick. William, by an offer of gUAlll1ltying his (uc­
ceftlan to Berg and Juliet'S, and detached him from Ruffia and Au£hia. 
Poynt •• ajded by French and Englifh ' mon.y. fupported .he <auf. of the 
king of Sweden. depreffed the Rufi"ULn. parq. and acqcrired a majorit'y Ut1he 
fenatc favourable to the Englifh intereft. 

In the mi'dft ';If thefe aufpicious circumftances, a defcnfivc alliance be­
tween England, France, and Pruflia, .was figned on the 3d of September &;t 

.Hanover, from wb.ich. .it is ufually denominated the treaty of Hanover. 
1IY-thc9third artide, the contraCting parti .. mutually ftipulated to furnifh. 
in afc of an "tuck, twa months after requifition, England and France 
.. fpedivpy 8,000 foot and +0000 barf., and Pruffia 3,000 foot and 2,000 

borf'c, 
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borfe, or tfte v.ue in ibips or money. If thefe q"otas -rere not fufliclea.t, 
they were to agree con.:crninit farther fuccout5; 3lld, in Cafe of ncceffity. to 
affift the party attacked with .aU. t]leir for~. l. 

The treaty of Hanover, like men defenfrve .Uiances, ~ two meanings. 
Th~ oflenfible purport ~ te guarantie each other's dominions. and the 
trc:ltics of \Vcfiphalia. and Oliva.. The real purport '!Vas to form a ftrong 
alliance in oppolition to the deGgns of the Emperor, Spain, and Ruffia. 
and, under the general tenor of guarantying the pri\'ilegcs of; tommeret;; 
in particular, which the contra.C\ing parties aB:ually enjoyed O£ ought to 
enjoy, as well in as out of Europe/to I.:ompel the Emperor to relinquilh ~ 
favourite proictt of eftabhChing the Ofrend compa.ny, which was confidc~ 
,by Enghmd and 'Holland 3.S cOhtrary to the articles of .the treaty of Weft­
phalia.; and to countcrafr the attempts which the ' Emperor~ Spain, and 
Kuma were accufed of carrying on in favour of the Pretender. 

A copy or the tlcat)' l.teing immediately tranfmitted by lord Townfhend 
to the duke of Newca(lle, was firft communicated confidentially to Sir Ro­
~'rt .Walpole; and by his advice laid before a felett meetmg of thofe· 
members of the regency. who welc moA: entruA:ed with the feerets of the 
cabinet. The lefult + of the conference was, an unanimous Olpprobation of 
the contellt!, ,and a refoJution to fupport the engag6mcllts contratled by 
this alliance. Tbc lords jUftu:C5 in like manner gave their conCent ; and im­
mcdia.te.oqot~~io08 wcM fet on foot to obtain Ii)c acceRion of the Unl~ 
,Provinces, S~q, jU\d Dtnmark, and feveral of the German pcincc:i and. 
iWe .. which _ alierwardt eff~. 

The: ce(e~t entertained .at Hanover \igainft the Emperor, is fuBi .. 
<;lenrly provc:d by a vifionary fcheme, which the .fangulnl! dlfpolition of 
Tow.nlhend had conceived for the.conquell.:md partition of the AuilriO\,Il Ncr­
thetla.ods, and which be fuUy enters into and Jufhfies, in a. confidential let­
ter: to Horace Walpole. He was moreover 10 fully atfured of. its fuecces, 
Jhat at one time he propofcd. to divide the ,conquered proviDce.s between ,.,..0<1: France. IU!'I liollaDd; aad at 'I'l'It1!<r. to ,qns£cr them '0 ,he' 
eJcaor of Bavaria §. h is moll Jl!Obable ,hal 'his wild fcheme, 'he im· 

{Q&iability 



SIR R!)8ER.T WALPOLE. . ... , 
pnaicabi6ty ~ which was pro.cd by Horace W i1pole in his r!p1y ., was ChaP'!' 2'. 
heW! communicated to WAlpole, hut if col'tlfDU.nicued, we ml.y be fuUy 
convinced that it met with no encouragement (rom a mirufter whore gri.tt t -. 

prin<:iple it was to avoid ~ much u poOible all foreign entanglements, and 

I 

not to enter into any war which was not canned'ed with the (ceurit, of 
England. . 

TownChend anAOURCe;d, with great triumph, the Cuecefs which atteDdod his 
tomplicated negotiations, by the conclu6on of the treaty of Hanover. b 
a difpatch to HOnlCC Wal~e) dated September 3, 1".5, he obCerves, 
.. I mult now congratulate witia you on our haVing fo fuccefsfully begun & 

wort, which, if cultivated and improved as it may be, will check. the am. 
bitiDus views of the court of Vienna, and (ecure the tranquillity of Europe;. 
and in order to obtain th~ great entl,. no time ought to be loft. to engage 
other powers to accede to this treaty." 

It has been ufually afferted, and echoed from one publication to another, 
that during the reigns of the two firft fovereigns of the home of Brunfwie, 
the helm of government was uniformly fleered by the HallOverian rudder, 
and that the intertfts of Great Britain were wholly facriticed to the interefts 
of the Icing's dominions m Germany. But De tnmfaCt:ion h:\s been mOre ve· 
hementJy arraigned as a dereliCl::ion of na.tional honour, than thi'\ treaty,. 
upon which lord Chefterfielo has faid t. " that Hanover rode triumphant on 
the {boulders of England j" and lord Chatham, in his energetic language. ob ... 
ferved. that" it was a frtaty, the tendency of which is dlfcovered in the name; 
a treaty by which we diCunited ourfelves frQm Auftria, de~'ed that building 
which we now may perhaps encfea\'our withour CucceCs to ralfe again, and 
weakened the only power which. it was our intereft to ftrengtt.en." It may, 
perb., foem prefumptuouJ to affirm, in oppofition to there reCpet!table opt. 
JUona, that there 'oris no event fince the aceeffion of the houfe of Brunfwic. 
in which the intl!refts of Han6ver'~re more facrifieed to thore of EGg. 
land, than in this very treaty, wIrn:h then niCed ruch an outcry :!gainft: 
lbe W¥ adminiftration, and which ftin aftUrd, a theme lOr pe~tic4 , 
obloquy. '. • 

In the firft place it may be obferved, tha.t,if in this treaty tile interefts of 
England""," wholly facrificed to thofe of HaIlOW', evident proof> of "',"nli 
"'~ be traced r""" the condu4t of the lUng aDd ~i' Gennan m,niften. We 

• v,te.1;bar "''If:R'' W;alpole Papm. 
t Furthd'Vindic.tion of the Clf& of cbe HaDOYa' ~ 
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lhcruld finu them uniformly promoting that alliance. untformly concurring ju 
vigorous mcafures againfl tlte haufe of }AJ.{lria; but the contrary is the f¥l;. 
The king llHnfeif oppofed -the Hanovcr treaty, and objetted to aU vigorou." 
proce.edings againll: tb.e Emperor, from a.dread of being put under the ban of 
the empire if. and from a tender co9-cern for his cledorate, which WM threatened 
with an immediate invalion; nor was he induced to~ana:ion the mealwes of 
the Britith cabinet, Wltil he was wfuaded that, even lhould a rupture with 
the Emperor C'nCue. his German domi}lions w3uld 'Act be cxpo(ed to ao 
"ttack, becaufe it would only be a naval war, and h~ilities would be prin. 

, cipally confined to the. Weft India t; and *hat in all events. fupported by 
the united arms of France and England) he would have no cawe of ap,prc:-
heDfiOD ~. 

The treaty was highly difpJeafing toi'he German minillers. who, aJarmec1 
at the tepeated menaces of the lmperial court, loudly exc1a;med, that the 
king was expofillg his Hano\'enan dominions to the vengeance of the head 
of the empire, for the fake only of a few branches of the Englifh trade. 
They accordingly renewed their efforts againft Townlhend and 'Yalpolt:, 
leagued with oppofition. and caballed with thofe foreIgn powers who werc 
inimical to the Englith cabinet. 

We .DOW find the Emperor, with whom the Hanoverians are faid to ha .. ·(, 
been conftantly .at ~variaDce during the whole reign of George the Firfi, 
courting that very party; we fee Ius confidentia.l mininers expreffing hopei 
of their affifta.oce to tounUraCl the hojWe mtentions pf the Ellx"fo ca9inct ; 
lamenting, in maR: pa.thetic tc;rm~, the overthrow of that influence, which 
,is hekl forth :1S unfavourable to the lmpcrial intereft. and cabaJ.ling witb 
lIothmar, arid F.lbricius, tbe king's chambellan j we tn,ce the emprcfs of 
Ger~an1 correfponding with the duchefs of Kendal, far the purpofe of in. 
fufing pacific fentiments into the king, -

, Another motive, which had cer~ly n O connetlion with Hanovenan 
Politics, and wu {olely denved frail! a due confideration of En$!a.nd 
alODe,. is thm detailed in the rtport fA the treaty of Vienna : 4~ 'the Em­
ptror has ·long been· deflf01Js to have a naval force, and t~gh his 
endeavOW"S i,? Italy bave hitherto proved fruitlefs, becaufe nothing 6.10. 
produce nl'f'igation but trade, yet lbould the <>1tclld company ~ on with 
JU~cerst by the natural coutfe of tbWgs, tbc_ ~peror will. in time ~e a 

." . 
,Townnltnd·, Difp.&h.hn to Honce Wal .. 
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naval force *' the coa{\: Qf Flanders, which may prove much more incon\'e~ 
nient to us hereafter, than a Beet in the Mediterranean or Adriatic [cas; and 
there are· many reafuDI why we Olould be mremely jealous of the increafe of 
{hipping in the hands of a popilh prince. The command of the [cas h<ts 
frequently pall: from one nation to ,another ; and though Great Britain has 
continued longer in poifeffion of the fuperiority than perhaps any ocher 
nation ever did, yet all human affairs are fubject to great viciffitudes. We 
have feen one confid~rable maritime power cftablilhed in the north in our 
memory; Spain ~kewife was in a fair way to makcw. figure at fca. not long 
ago, and perhaps may do fa frill; but the protdunt ioteTeO:. at rca is de· 
dining. The Dane and the Swede are no longer confidcrable in the Baltic, 
and there is rt~a.fon to apprehend, tha.t the Du.tch naval force is not at prereat 
upon a very good foot .... 

Thus thenz t Mve endeavoured to fhew that this treat}' was pot direeted 
by the inter6 of Hanover. but diametricallyoppofed them; that it was 
wbolly an Englilh treaty in every thing. but the name; and that the motive 
which gave rife to it, was the protection and prefervation of Britiih COOl ­

meree, Britilh polfe.s, and Bririih government. Its derenllinate object-. 
were, the pn::~rvation of Gibraltar, the abolition of the Ofiend company. 
and, if credit may be given to tbe [uppofed feeret urt icles in the rreaty of 
Vienna. the fruftratiol} of tl1e plan for refloting the Pretender. 

In thus' attempting to explain the motives which led to the fannation of 
the treaty of Hanover, I am not juftifying Sir Robert \Valpolc, for he never 
entirely approved that alliance; he always thought that the king and T ownf­
hend werc too much alarmed with the exaggerated rumours and apprehcn­
fions of diftant evils; he wU of opinion, tbat milder Dlt'J.f»res might ha.ve 
been pUTfued with greater probability of ruetefs. H e Chongly objeCted to 
oDe part of thde proceedings j that while they were anxious to gain allies oli 
the tidt; of Gennany, they neglected, to recure Portugal, the advantages of 
whore frieftd.thip, in cafe of a rupture with Sp~n, wcrc incalculably greM • 
and he did not hefitate to dc:liver his opinion, however contrary, to the renti~ 
menh <:>f the king, and his brother-in-law, wi th that franknefs to which he 
was ~lwAys accu!tomed. He remonftrated, in the firongeft manner, againft 
the luae f'1Itns of money required for gaining Sweden. and when lord Townf­
hend, ill the name of the king, demandcd I.. 100,000 for that purpoft', he 
W'ent}lied to decWe. that it was Co hrge a demand, as could not be leg:lIly 
(upplled by "ny .other me:t;od than from the civd lift; ilnd that £. 50,000 

• R~ ccmcaoin, the TftIat)' of ViCtim . Qrrord Plpt'I'J. 
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was :I.S much as that could furnifh, without the greaten. di!icultics, and 
truftcd that no more would be drawn for. He thought Town'{hend too 
precipitate in concluding the treaty; Jlinted his doubts whether the cmprds 
of Ruffia had any ferious intention to invade England, and firongly oppofcd 
the fearchmg or laying an embargo on the Ruffian !hips, which Town{hcnq 
lufped:ed were employed in conveying arms and :lInmuniuon to the difaff'ct1-
eJ III Scotlani or Ireland. 

He was alfo dtffatisfied with lord Townfhend for having concealed Ihe 
negotiation which terminated in the treaty of Hanover, UDul it WolS cotirely 
concluded. He doubted the fincerity of France, and fufpceled (what really 
happened) that (he would evaue paying her {hare of the iubfidies, and that 
therefore the principal burthen of the expence would [,111 011 Eng! .. md. He 
was a~rre 10 enter upon mcol[urcs which might tend to dl1uinilh the force 
of the houfr of Auf tria. whom he had all'.ays confidered as the natural aUy 
of England, and the bulwark 4gainl1 the ambltlOus ddigns of Prance, when4 
ever an union with Spain lhoulJ be re-eftabhrhed, and their finances be re­
covered from the cxhaullrd £late to which they had been redu ced by the 
war of the Spaninl fucceffiol1, and the fatal drea~ of t ..... Mlffiffippi [cheme. 

He declared, in thc mon: pofitivc terms, that if a wa.r was to be under­
taken, which he mon hc:utily deprecated, I t was abfolutc1y neceffJ.ry to con­
vince the nation, that an invlfu)O by a fon~ign power, or an t vident defign of 
an inva{jon, the (uppart of the P rclemh: r, and the caufe of the Protefb.nt 
fucceflion, were the principal Illoli\'e~ tl1dt compeJled the k.ing to p:l.rt with 
tbat peace and tr:mquillit y which had been attended with fuch laning and 
happy dfeds. B\11 from the moment that there appealed to him any dange.t 
of- an in\laGun ill favour of the Prctender, however reD}ote and difiant, he 
caught the alarm. H e became Dot Icf::. anxious than hie; br0ther minifler to 
adopt meafures of dcfencl!, and to prepare for hofiilLtiee;; yet he continued 
fa true to his fyfiem. that, during the c~mplica.ted negot iatlOns which follow­
ed the treaty of Hanover, he inveigLed againfl precipitate meafures, and in. 
variably recommended caution and forbearance. He was, in fa.d, fo very 
anxious to pre"'cnt a rupture with the Emperor, that he availed himfelf 
of the pacific fentiments of the duchef5 of Kemla.1 •• to countera&. by 
her influence oYer tb; king, the more violent and hofiile rel'olutions of 
Townfhend, who fupported the neceffity of vigorous meafurC!. 

It was Qbferved by the late earl of fJardwicke t, that the merits of the 
treaty of Hanover, ent.rely tell:. on the ftill undetermined points. whe:tbcr 

• Correfpondtnce. 

tbe 
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tlle courts of Vienna and Madrid intended oolf to compore their own quar- Chapter d , 

reh, or alfo to take Gibraltar, and to impore the Pretender on ~ngland. A'i J7:lS' 
thefe yet undecided points full eXf'n:.ife the f;agadty, and give full (copc to '6_ ........ ' 
the t:ol~eaures of native and foreign hifiorians, I Chall here obf~rT" that the 
papers and documents fubmitted to my in1i)C{tlon, fully difplay the proofs on 
which the reality oP"the [cerct articles was formed, and which prod\JQcd the 
public ded:trations of the kin~ ~nd miniftcrs in parliament, that the Emperor 
and king of Spain propofed to att(:'n'pt the recovc:ry of Gibrnltar, and fhe 
reftoration of the Pretender. From a candid rcvi('w and comparifon of there ac .. 
counts, we may draw this infercnce, that the king of Spain. urged hy rerent~ 
ment, ambi tion, and illterdl, was ferious in his refalutian to extort the 
ceffion of Gibraltar and Minorc<\, at aU evcnts; was prepared to employ his 
whole force againft Englanll to renore the Pretender; and that he fully de. 
pcnded on the co-operation of the Emperor, to whom he (cnt, in fou(lo-
teen mo nths, 1,340,000 pill:.oles ; nnd would have remitted more, had tile 
galleons arriv(:cI. To thefe f.1Cts, moly be added the frequent conferences of 
Ormond and liria., fOil of the duke Df Berwick, with the SpaniOl, ImperiaJ, 
and Rufiian minifiers; the plan of an invJfion given in by L iria j the afiem-
bling of troops on the coan of Gallicia; the eng,lgcment of officers for the 
Pretender's fervice; the redemption of th~ fi:mds of arms wilil-h the~Pre~ , 

tender had pawned at Cadiz. the diftinguiOlcd reception of the duke of 
Whar.ton, as agent of the Pretender, wi th the cn(,gus of the garter, by him 
recently con.ferred; and his million to Vienn:l for the purpofe of concerting a 
plan of ope-ration. At this crifis, the Britinl emba{fJ.uQr was trca.led witb flight 
and indignity; he was, to ufe his owo expreffion, avoided by the grandees like 
a pd1:ilence. The J:lcobite air, "The king Ihall enjoy his own agAin," was 
infultingly played at court, and the duke of Liria did oot (cruplc to declare, 
that he hoped it would foon be a crime in Spain to mention George the 
Firft as king of England 

But a diilinftion hils been made between the king of Spain and .the Em., 
peror, on whofe behalf it hOl,s been affened, th:lt fome reports were afterwards 
found to.ha.,·c bten exaggerated, :lnd fame imputed projcds nevel: intended to 
be carried into execution. The Empef'6r hinifclf politivdy denied that he had 
ever entertained ferioui defigns of affifiing the Pretender, and declared that he 
bad only1ured the queen. of Spain with the hopd of giving hi!; daughters in me.r~ 
riage to ber two fon1, l'Wilich he never meant t o realize. Yet at the time there 
were fhong fCafans to believe that be encouraged the Prctchder and his ag~ts. 

• M. Stlnhope" dirfYotchH from SpAin, 
td'poocknce, Anicle Ripprn!a. 
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obtain the guarantee of the pragmatic fiutction, which England and Frince 
declined, and with that view, to force George 'the Firft to a compliance, by 
alfeaing *i co-opc ... e with Spain in (.vo ..... the Pretender, and by threate"," 
ing an invafion fA the d.e&erate of Hanover. Yet t11cre were fufficient 
apt)earmces to jurufy tbe apprehenfions of the king, aa4 to...induce him $c) 

belteyc that the Emperor was 6ncere in his defigns of j9ining Spain with all 
bit'force5) and tbat be would only be dtterreaby a couoter·-altiance. Rip­
perda faid publicly, that by this dok union of SpaiD.,and AuChia. the 
two (overeigns would avenge tne infults they had received; and the partifan5 
of the Enlperor boaftcd, that as he was DO longer alarmed for Italy, there 
was no pow~r in the empire who could ventu~ ~ opport the diCt:ates of their 
mafter in matters of re:\~ion or other wife •. The Au.ftrian Dlinift.c:r ptib\idy 
lloaftcd. that the Emperor wo\11t1 gll:e laws to Europe; that he: wilJld now 
poffeCs the fole andcntire diredion"of til(.' court of Spain, a.nd "hat 1.n future 
the king muO: be oblig~'d to llim for the continuance of the harmony be­
tween England nnJ Spaill , ilnd for tile (ecurity of the commercial advantages 
ilfpulated with thai crown t . Count Siozendorf alfo &id to Petkum, " Let 
the king !ake care of him(df, for we know that the people of England arc 
begifming to'be tired of him.lt ThL: Emperor was weak enQl.lgh 40 make 
an uA(ionfi:itutional difi:intlion between the king and parliament, and boafted 
to count Oropoffa, that by offe ring to the parlia.ment the exclufive comrac:rce 
to Spain and the Indies. he !bould not only obtain the reaitution of Gib­
raltar, but (educe England from France. <ft My minifl:crs:" be added, .. are 
.. unanimous r J am udirous to favour thc>!people and comm~rce of Englana_ 
but Gibraltar am] Minorca muft fira be reaoted t." As the Emperor was 
at this rime known to goverD the cou.ncils of the court of Madrid, and the 
ftrjfuft union appeared to be maintained between them, it was not poffiblc 
for mirufters to diilinguiJb between his,profeffions and intentions; nor docs 
a fubft(ffuent avowal of duplicity 00: his part"iAcuJJ1.lt.e thofe who.: acting 
U/lder the impuVe of opinio.,. fo wdl fouuded. termed tbat,t,p:~ ,which de­
terred the king of Spain and his aIIiIos from CJ:~ them~ ill the -exe­
cution of tbofe project .. which, If . ...., accompanied with (uccefs,l!'ight 
have beeD punucd 10 &II estcot not originally intendcd by the Em»cror. 
Such weI)' the pmds of alarm wbiclo ioducod Walpole, though /to( to ap­
p"",e the ~ing> in all rcfpefu, ylt, to juftify and to fupport the treaty 
in parliament • 
• 

• St. Slpborio iO lonl ',I'ownfbcnd. Vienn •• 'lth May 17.S~ 
t Duke of Newcaillc to Mr. Stanhope, M3.Y 4th. I ,~s.. o. s. 
t it. Saphorill to lord Towntbmd" Vacn~ May loth, "2.$. 
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CH'A't'_'l"ER THE rWEN'f'Y-NINX,H, 

1.'7'<05-1 721. 
tne Xr'''Z's d41lgN'olis PIII'IIgt /0 EIIgidlld.- y'/fl 7"r_J of HlfnO'Utr approve'; II) 
. Pt1rliamnu, and VigM'OIU Mtafrtrls aJojll"'·-PNb/ic I"digrultion Ill"injl thc 

'E.",ptror.-WaJptJle's padfic YiftlJJ.-Prtli",inar;es agreed to hy the E",ptrar 
:""'"J SjMi".-.I£llt King d~,1S for HanoVtr, 

T HE prefcllte of the king being now Decetrary in England, for the pur. 
pofe oflaying the traty befc.re parliament, he quitt¢ Hanover on the 

29th of December, and' after a !hert ftay in Holland, emba~ed at Helvoet_ 
:fluy!.. on the 1ft of .fa~uary, 0.'8. at ode in the afternoon; and after J. violent 
:f\orm. which continued three da.ys, during which ht: was expofed to iGlpli-" 
nent danger, he landed on the 3d at Rye. Totbc king" efcape, the ;:uMher 
of the Night Thoughts 3l1udes in his feve-nth Satire. which concludes with 
a higb eulogium on Sir Roben Walpole. 

While fca and air, great Brunfwick! fhook our.nate. 
And fported with our king's and kingdom's fate, 
-Depriv'd of what ~e lov'd, aacl prefs'd lly fear 
Of~r lofing what fhe held moft dear; 
'How did Britannia, like AchiMH w«p, 
lind t,ll her {O/TOWS to tbe kindnod doe(> 1,-
Hang o'er the floods, *tid, in dtTotiOD warm. 
Strive, for thee)~ith the (~, and fight the ftorm ! 
What felt thy vnlpole. piIi.i 01 doe realm ! 
Our Palinurus fiept not ot lb. ¥m. 
His eyes ne'er dofed, long finoltenured to wake, 
ADd outwatch e.ery I:ar for Ilnonfwick'l fake: 
By thwarting p~_ by ~oppo.ft. 
H. fOund the tempa!tpidur'd in hi> brtaft. 
But .rw. wllal joys Ibot gloom of h<a!:t. difpel. 
No powm: ~ ~ut hi, 0'" can teU j 

His own~ which. rIa/1lrl and the grafts form, 
At will 10 rlife or hulb tbe civil ftorm. 
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The fpcech froni. ·the throne was penned with greilt addreCs. ilnd well cal. 
culated to pro4~ce an impreffive effett. It ftated. th3.t the di{t;retTed condi­
tion of the r :oteftants abroild, ,the engagePJ,ents contrall:ed by certilin powers. 
which Cecmcd to tal' the foundation of new difiu rbilnccs in Europe, and to 
threat en hi .. CubJc{ts with the laCs of their moft'advan tageous trarle, had obliged 
the king to conclude a cefcnfwe aUillllce with France and Pruffia, a.nd to 
invi te the States Gef1eral and q)her powers to accede. with a view to Ce· 
cu re their rights and prwilegcllt anq -prctJerve the peace and balance of Eu· 
rope. It adverted to the IT}aChinations qf thc ,difialfeCted part)', in fa­
your of the Preten<ier; and after urging the neceffit y of placingtho.: king­
dom ia a pocture of defence, concluded in the true ipuit of the prc:venti\'c 
and pacific lyftem .IIod9pted by the minifter. "}Vhcn the world fll<l.lI i'c, 
~a.t you.will no, ~~e!; th.e Britinl. crown and n3.tion to be meo3.ced and in­
fulled, thoCe~ who mo~ envy the prefcn t happinefs and tranquilti't), of thii 

"'ki~om, :md are endeavOl,l'fUlg to make us [uhfcT\·ient to tlicir ambition, 
will confider thcIr own int.ctcft and t. i rcum tt~nces. bcfoll: tiley make any at · 
tempt upon (0 brave a 1lCopie. llrcngthened and fupported by prudent and 
powerful alliances; and, though deflfous to preCe r\'c the peacc, able ;lnd 
ready to defend themfelvcs againfi. tbe cft'orts of all aggrefi'ors. Such rc[o!u4 
tions, and fuch meafuN:s, timely ta~n, l:am fatisfied, are the moO: effectual 
means of preventing a war, and coDtinuing to .us the blemngs of ~nce and 
profperity -," 

Addrdfes. in conformity with the ~ech. were prerented by both houfes. to 
fupport tbe ki~ .gainl1: aU att~Olp'4l to dil1:urb tho public ",Pof.: And 
the common~ imhiediate1y vroceedeq ~o confu:ler 0(4 fupply. On the pr04 
pafal for continuing the famo number Qf m~D.as were maintained in the Jail 
year, a motion of Shippen, to reduce the 4-000 men. was ncgati,'cd without 
a divifion, and the original q*iliPl\. tarriod: Another being made by Pulte­
nry. for a committc:.e to nate the publit: P..ebts, (J;om 1714 to J 72.5. Wal­
pole objeCj:.d to it as ,unfeatonat>le 1oIIIill''PIllW~;&1I'I ,ealculatc<i to give a 
dangerous wound to pubJjc:.rCrtcUt.lllwP~ tbfl!,gJQ~cn wer~ toq ?lu~~.aJarmcd 
with the appearances of al\~~ wJr, ~ utgecjI. that 10 the prefenc 
pofture of affairs, the comnlOQ5 could. not ~t.t,cA,q~prors their love to their 
country, than by fulfilling thcir.-promift4 and.taiG.og t-Qe necetrary fupplies. 
for tbe purpofe -of enabling th.lUng, ~o raiaIio.,g~ ' qij lat. ellgl,geOlents. , 

* Joumali. fibendkr. 111ad:d. 
ditappointing 
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diGJppointing the hopes of the difdfeaed. and rcfenting any infults whicll Char;tt1' S,," 

might be ol"crcd to his crown and dignity. Blfn.:m.l." member for London, 17=510 '727 

having confirmed the frate-mel,! of the minifler, and obfervcd that {lock'l h:ld \ -= wi 

already fallen 12 or 14 per ccnt.; hIS rC'll);uks made a deep imprdIion on the 
l lOufe j llnd the motion was negtltivld by 262 ;l.gainll 39. 

The treaty of Han,pver was prcfcnted to the hou[c of commons by Sir 
Robqt \Valpole, but 'he ~id nut take any naive part on thit occaGon. 
The bufinefs of the day was principally fupport>:d by hi~ br.pthcr H orace 
Walpole, who opened the ueoo.tc with a vcry :tLle [peech. ill which he 
gave"a detail of the {tale of affilirs in Europr.:, from the peace of Utrecht to 
that time; dwelt on the dangcr0t.!~ confl.: (jucncc!. which might rdult 
from the union of Spain and the Emperor, :mJ ende~\'oured to pmve the 
n~ceffiry of the treaty fqnm,,(i;tt HarJ O\'t'r. hctwc.-n Englarlll, France, and 
l>ruJfia, as betP,g the only method of (I) Ullll'r.lct ilJg the ambitious dcfigns of 
thore two fovercigns, preferving tllc tran '~l1illity of Europe. relloring tbe ba-
lance of power,. and fecuring the !rack and comml'rce of England. 

The oppofition, with great art, contlcmned the trea!)' . as blrng made foleIy 
with a vic.w to Hanover, and as iikC' ly to eng3ge the nation in a war for the 
defence of the king's dominions in Gcrmnoy. LOntrary to the article in tho 
act fot limiting the crown in the protefiant line, which being the bafts of the 
all: of ti.:tt!cml.:nt, was t'ecome part of the confiitulion, and therefore ought 
to be held facted and inviolable. The objc<tion was well an[wcrcd by Henry 

' Pelham, U That the true meaning and iutcnt of that limitation, was not 
wholly and for c,'er to dC'pri\'c his majd1:y's foreign dominions of any affift­
nnce from this nation; fot if (0. the king in that refpctt would be in a worre 
condit~qn upon his acccffion ,.to the Britiill throne, than he was before j but 
only to'~reftrajn the fo,,~eign for the future, frolll engaging the nation, at 
his plcafurc. in a war for the d~fence of any dominions not bClonging to the 
crown of England, without the' conCent of parliament, to whom the lcgifb­
ture wilelJ left to judge and det"ermine, whether fuch a war was juft and 
necefi"ary or no? That for his own p:ut, he was fully of opinion, t~at if in the 
pre/int juntturC', his foreign dominions fhould be attacked' or jnfulted, thit 
natioo ougbt to fuppott the king againfl: all his enemies ..... 
T~~ only fhare Walpole took in this debate, was in reply to Pulteney, who 

fpokel.l'againfi: the IDQtion, and fuggefted that the tJ;i.dwardnefs of Ole Em-

, Chandlu, vol. 6, p. 36~. 
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peror ~ gr&nting tAt in~eftiturc of ~f:m('tl and Verden . Jnig~t bl~c ~ 
onc mGtive for the Jate meafures ;"tobferved, '" that t~ .king might:1'Jig 
ago have recei\'cd the invcO:iture. if he would na.ve co,*nted JtQ pay tbe ex­
Qrbitaat fec~ demanded on that «cafiono" An addrefs, moved by Pelham, 
was carried in the Ufirmath'e, by 285 againft tot; and the fame . trium­
pbant majority voted an ("xtraordinary fupply, an increafe of r~Q)en) and 
tcftificd t-u.ir hcartyconcurrcnce to fupVOrt gOltrnmtnt in tbe moltY'igOI'OUS 

leafurcs.. .,. 
This feffidn, in which fcarcely ll;ny oppo1i~n was 'ttade to the mca'cures of 

government, was elofed on the 24th of, May by prorogation; when'the king, 
af~r returning bi~ hearty thanks for their attention and zeal, and extolling their 
(pifit and rcfolutioD, conduded, uTile tonftant ~mployment of my thoughts, 
.and the moll earnctl: wilhes of my heart, tend wholly to the feruring to my 
fubjefls their juft rights and advantages, a.nd to the prcferving to them and 
to all Europe, the I."'njoymC'nt of n fafc and honourable peJCc': and I muO: 
not conclude without ¢ving ),ou the flrongeft. affurances. that the particular 
confidence y6u hllve placed in me, Ol!11! be m!1de ufe of in -fueh a. manner 
.only, as may moft etreCtUfllly conduce to the attaining thofc good and great 
purpores -." 

In ~on(eqlleDce of this effufion of p:1rliarncntary :z.eal. the moft a8.ive pre­
par.u:ion! for commencing or preventing hoftilities were made, in concert 
with Ff'ilJ'tC(. The firft ' efforts were dire8:ed to the Nltrth, as to the pamt 
:which appeared maft. daogeroys .and ahuming. Fa; it Jlqwred no gpeat pe­
.nettation to forefeet tba.t if Rufl.iI..tIbuld either bribe or awe Sw.edell ;nto coo1-
pliapce, n.mark w.ould no~ be t.bJe to'~~fin: the combination of thefe two 
po:wers.\o. A Ru1Ji.An fqu.adron riding in tbe port of Gotheburg, in conjunc_ 
tion w.ith the Swedifh fleet. would keep Gidt\ BritaiJ:l in continulll ,'alarms, 
by t.1uUtening her with an immed,i&te inman, ' and be r~ady to co-~per:lte 
with the Emperor and Spain. The) golden (howel's poured into Sweden 
from Fnnce and England, overcame"' rht Holftein and R~ party, 
.and Sweden prc~, on the 6rft a~e of the Englilh . ron, to 
ft~nce ~ a.Hiance with RuBia. @;d )t6 ~iV('. the Hanoveri~ 
wl/h open II1ZlS. The (quad"'" 1ii\It'.jQ the 1Ia1tlC under the co 
d ~ CborJes Wager, etrelied tIJc. purpofcs.JPf "bich it was equipped : 
.i~ .infpirod Denmark .uh confidence; onab't.d Sweden \0 re~ from 
jts aUit.Dce with R,iffia, and.to attede to· the trtaty .. Hanover J it' com. 

'.'=4:0 J-.. RJIo....,· 'n .. doI, ,.,. 
~l1.d 
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pelled the emprcfs 'Catherine to renounce her hoftile attempts ill favour of 
the duke of Holftcin j :lnd though £he afterwards concluded .. formal alliance 
with the Emperor, yet it was not attended with any ntaterial elfech. 
Threatened with an attack from the united arms of France, England. 
Swede.n. Denmark, and Holland, who had aq::eded to the treaty of Hanover, 
and finding fi.erfelf not likely to receive any dfeclual affifbnce from her ally 
the Emperor, who, though be had {educed Pruffia from the Hanover allios.-, 
had been foiled in his attempts to gain the princes and circles of tbe 
empire, her impotent re(entrnent fubfided at the .ge:tr approach of danger, 
and her fleet quietly remained in her ports, without v<.:lIJluring to appore the 
BritiJh {quadran. 

Therl.! vigorous mea(ures in the N orth, which detached S~den from 
Ruffia, and prevented aU\ concert between the Emperor and Catherine, ef­
feCted the OlO1\: difficult part of the bUlincfs, and were a prt:lude to the: 
fuccefsful ilfue of the exertiom -.infl Spain and the Emperor. The 
haugh ty and rdtlefs ambitioll of Spain h:Ld rouft.'<l. up the fp.,irit of the Britilh 
nation, but ftrong prejudices in favour of the hOLlft: of Aufiria prcvaikod itJ 
England. The EJl1~ror had many parliz.lns, and , even "va/pole was in­
clined not to PUOl Clatters vigoroufl y againft him, but the imprudence of 
the Emperor ddl::ro)'cd thef~· favourable imprdfiom. 

This ye:lT gave birth to two c\'cnts of great imJlortan ce, which occurred 
11early at the J:lnle period, tne fall of Ripperd:1, and the dilgracc of the duke 
of Bourbon. The fall of Ripperda,' of whidl a full account is given in a 
fubfequent chapter, was unfavourable to the intcrcns of England, On his 
difgrace, he took refuge in tbe houfe of tbe Briti(h .embafiador. where he 
wa!> arreCted by command of the king of Spain. Stanhope complained of 
t he violation of the law of nations, and was warmly fupportcd by lhe foreigD 
millifters. The SpaniOl ca.binet tendered cx:cufes; memoria.ls 3Jld counter 
memorials ~1.fed between the two coorts; the mifunderfiandingwas incrca.fed, 
and Philip nude vaft prcpa.ralions by fell. and land, which were evidently de~ 
figned fot the ficge of Gibraltar -. . 

The difgrace of !he,.duke of Bourbon was received at tIX": courts of Madrid 
anLl Vit:nna "v.oith the highe{\: tran[poM s of joy, as a fure prdurJc to the 
fcpar:.tion of France fn>m England, and recunciliation wi~b Spain. The 
elevation of Fleury was hailed by the Ja.cobitc!> as the: beginning' of a new 
":ra, and the cerrain forerunner of a fuccefsful attempt to place the Pre. 
render on the throne, by the united armi of France, Spain, and Aufiri:1; but 
rh~ addrtfs of Horace Walpole, who had fecmcJ. his conliucncc. prcvJ.ilcd 

Stanhope's difpatches. 
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on the new mlJ1.ifter to maintain the tin ion, and to ratify the engagements 
fj:>e:cified in the treaty of Hanover. \OVbi1c the C'lppoliltOn in England induf­
trioufly circulated reports, ~hat the cabinet was Juped by Fleury, tbCt French 
party ho(ltle to hi~ mc!.furcs, aud the queen of Spain, uec1~rcd that F leury 
was a cow,ml, and whollr governed by th"t belet ic Horace \Valpole " , 

TIle p:uiiament alTeibbled the I7th of January 1717, and th{.; king i,l hi, 
fjK'c<.h from the throne o\'lfervcu, that he had received information froOl. dif­
ferellt PUTts, nn which h~ could entirely depend. that the pll'lcing the Pr..:.· 
tl!Ilder upon the throae'-ef this kingdom was one of the :articlcs of the fc­
erst engagemcnts; ~d if time OlOtl ld evince, .that the giving up (he trade 
of this nation to one power, anel Gibraltar and Port Mahon to allother, is 
tnade the price and rewan,l 01 impoGng upon this kingdom a Popifh Pre. 
tendcr) wh:u indignation mult this raife tn the breaO:: of evcry protdbnt Bri­
ton +! This v .. h"lc fp t'(!ch j:; fingllJ ... dy full :llJd explicit. and in lengt h ex­
ceeds loU othcr'l, which, finC'C-. the rt"vowtion, had becll delivered fr<;,m the 
throne. The condu!ion r~culiar!y animated and impreffive : U If prl!rctving i 
llue babncc of power in Europe; if urf~ndjng the pof1~ffions of the crown 
of Great Britain, of icfinitc advantage and fecuri ty to our trwe and com~ 
merce ;. if fupPQrting that trade and commerce again{\. dangerous and ur, .. 
lawful encroachments j and if the prefcnt eftahlifhment, the religion,libe ... 
ti~s, and propertics of a protdlant peoplc, are any langcr confiderations 
worthy of the care and attention of a Briti(h parliament j I l1Cid lay na 
more to incite my loyal :1OJ faithful houfcs of parliament. to exert them .. 
(elves in the defence of all that is dellf and valuablc to them." 

The :zcalll.ud indignat ion nifed by this fpeecb was fo great, that the ad .. 
drcfs of thanks ..... ':I.S carried by :l. majority of 251 againfl 81 ; and thc com­
mons proved. th:lt tho warm terms ill which they conveyed tilt:ir .:l.pproba­
tion of the mcaiurcs which bad been purfued, \\-cre not confined to mere 
fonn. Twenty thoufand feameo weree unanimoufly voted; tl:;Le army was 
augm.entet.l to 26,000 meI4 and the fupplies demanded for-the len-vice of the 
curl'tnt year, were voted WitJlout tbe Jeaft oppofition. The p\lhlic indign:l­
tion, excited by the peremptory demand of. tho reftitlIlion of liibraltar, and 
tac feeret articles in · the treaty of Vienna., which, according to the politive 
dttb.rationl of the king ;nd -his minifters, related. to the Pretender, was ftill 
farther increafed by the imprudent candua of Palm, the Imp~rial minifter 
at London, CfLbaUihg witk the Hanoverian minitlers, and confiding in the' 

• Horace Walpole'. Aptllogy. Walpole Papers. 
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I{'ounfels of oppofitioF), he atl\,jfed the Emperor, in a letter which fell into the 
hands of the minifter .. , to make a public- declaration, that the afferlions con­
tained in the freech were (aile - ~ 

Guided oy this imprudent aovice, the Empl"TOr, who was wholly un;\c­
quaintcd with the principle'! of the Engllfh confiitution. ordered Palm to 
preft'nl a memor ial to the king. In thi~ mcmorill • .the Imperial minifter. 
after rcflctting on the fpeech, and after deAying, in his mafttr's name, in the 
mof! folemn manner, the exiftencc of any leeret articles, concluded in there 
words: U Which things ~~ing thus, the injury offered'to truth, the honour 
and dignity of his [acTed Imperial and Catholic majefty require. that they 
fuould be (,xpofed to your majcfty, to the kingdom of Great Britain, arid to 
the whole world : and his facrexl Imperial ma.Jc:H:y demands that repantion 
which is due to him by all manner of right, for the great injuries which have 
been done him by thefe many imputations i -." 

This memorial was printed and circUlated, and was accompanied with:l 
letter from the Imperial chancellor, count Zinzendortf. enjoining Palm to 
publilh it, that the .whole nation might be acquainted with it t. The in­
temperate la.nguage u(ed in thefe papers, and the indifcretion of diftinguifh­
ing between the kin.g ,and his (ubjetls, and of aIlpealing fi'om the throne to 
the nation, (;x!.:ited the jufl refentment of parlIament. The memorial being 
fuhmittcd to the houfe of commons, not only I hate who fupportcd govern­
ment, but even Pulteney, Sir Wilham Vvyndham, Shippen, and the leading 
members in oppofition. agreed in t'xpreffing Ihe highdl indignation at · this 
affront offered to the crown, and Ilrongly reprobated the auda.cioufnefs of the 
Imperial millifter. The whole hou(e unanimoufly adopted the addrds drawn 
up by 'Walpole. n To exprels the highefi refcnrment at the affront and 
indignity offered to his moil: {acrcd majefty, by' the memorial deli\'erc:d by 
M onfieur de Palm, the Emperor's refident , and at his infolen~e·in print­
ing and difperftng the fame throughout the kingdom; tu declare thl"lr 
urmon: abhorrence of thi !:. audaci~s manner of appealing to the peopJe 
.againtl his majefty; and their detc(b.tion of the pre[umptuous and \'ain at. 
tempt of endeivouring to inni) into the minds of any of hi!' majdly'. faith­
ful fubjects, the leaO: difiruft or diffidence in his moO: facred royal word; to 
return his majefty the thanks of this houfe, for his ca.re a.nd vig;iance, in. 
<lifcovering the .fccret and pernicious defigns of his enemies, and his fioodnt'fs 
in com~icating ti! his parliament the dangers that thre:oLtened this king­
.dom; and to afi'urr his majeO:y. that the houfe would ftand by and foppor~ 
him agninfl all open and fcad enemies, both :l.t borne and abroad i and 

-t 1'lnd.I, vol. 19' t'. )76. 
L I 2 

~ Ii'ifl:. Rcgifitr. 
dfeftually 

lrnprudr.nce. 
of the Em· 
",ro<. 

UAanin,ool 
~ddref, to_ 
king. 
Marcb Iltb. 



.60 

hriod nr . • 

Imperil! mi· 
nlner die· 
Dl1lf~d . 

',"cific vitw! 
I .f Walpolc. 
I 

MEMOIRS O.F 

effctl:ually defe;lt thet expcttaJ;iOD5 of all fuch as may have in any manner 
countenanced, encouraged, or abe tted tbe d"lurbers of the public tcanquile 

hty in this eXlravag:tnt mlul t upon his majefty, or flattered them w)th hopes,. 
that all obt1in,Ltc p..:r[('verance in their ddlrutl:ive mea(urc~, could ftagger 
the firmnd; of the Brnllh nation, in vindication of his majdiy's honour, and 
tAe &'Icncc of tbeir righ ts :;,nd plivilegt:s .... 

Soon ,,[ref the prefentn tion of this addrcfs~ Palm was commanded to leave 
the kmgdolll; the Bririlh rdident at Vienna qllitted the Imperial dominionsj 
ami 3,!> the StJanifh milliner had previou:f1y taken an abrupt departure, a rup· 
ture w;th Sp<1in and the Emperor appeared to be ttnavoidable. The moll: 
atlive preparfltions were made on aU fides; Spain commenced hoftilit ies 
by the fregc of Gi br:l.h3r, and expeCl:ed to be feconded by the whole force 
of the bou fe of Autlria, A bloody war would have been the confequence 
of this att ack. had the Emperor fulfilled the treaty of Vienna; or had Eng-
12J1d and FI.U1u: infl :mtly t.lireCtcd their whole force agatnfi. the refllefs and 
ambi tious court' flf M at.l rid. Fort unat ely, the pacific fcntiments of Walpole 
ilncl l-'lcury began to opcJate all the aff,m s of Europe, and the governmen t 
of England cxll!bilcd n ftrl ling anflance of vigour and IDodcratJOn; of vigour 
in the prepar.ltion .. for war, anti of moderation In fufpending the blow, at the 
ver}' moment in which it was ready to fuike with effdt. 

'Valpole dreaded the interruption of our commerce with Spain, which at 
that time formed the moft extenfive branches of the rutional traue, and with 
tbat view (trained every nerve to infufe fentjments of reconcilia.t ion into the 
Briti'h cabinet. Hence the infi:ruClions + of admi ral Hofter, who had been 
fent on an exp.:d lt ion to the SpaniCh Weft Indies, enjoined him in the 
firongcO: manner not to commit hofti1ities ; hence Eng\and altO dt'c1ined the 
off .. r of France, to confider the att:u.k of Gibraltar as a (a/us fIJI/Tis. from 
an appreftenfion kfl:: the wadlt..e imerpo(ition of Fra.!KC Chould contribu,tc 
to the diffufi on of hofli1ities; hence. notwithftanding the infuit oircled to the 
king and nation by the Emperor. through. the: mediwn of hi:; minifl::er. o'ier· 
ture! of accommodation were gladly received through t~, mediation of 
Franc.. . I 

'Vhen the Emperor fa grofsly infultcd the king and the nation by the 
memori:li of Palm, he conceived the ,moR: fanguine expe8.ations of ha.ving 
formed a confederacy ftrong enough to appore the anies 0£. Ha.nover. He 
b.ad fcdu«d the king of prum. from the tr<aty of H.-.r; he 4IJd already 
ga.iAed'the clecoon of Mentz, Treore!, Cologne. and Palatine. ~red the 
neutrality of the Saxons, and etta ptevaikd on the duke, of Brunfwic Wol.. 
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fenbuttle, to admit an Auftrian garrifon into Brunfwic, from .... hene" he Ch:!ptt'T' :19-
might ca61y make an -irruption into Hanover. He had conch,1'.h:t1 a I1.ri t l:. 1]:15 tOI 7:17' 
alliance with the. Cl.arina, and collcB::ed an army of 30,000 men, fI: a ll)' t.:> ~ -1 

Ill:lTch from the Netherlands to the invafion of Holland. 
But the meafures otdoptcll in oppofition to there hufiilc ddigns, di(con­

certed his ,·jews; 20,000 Danes, and I 2,000 Swcd~~. were fubfidj(cd by 
England and France; 12,OQO Heffi:lOS takt'ft into Englith pay j and a French 
;\rnlY was collecting on the frontie'rs of Germany. The death of the Czarina., in 
May, dt'pri" cd the Emperor of a:-POwcrful ally; the king of Pruffia began to 
waver j the princes anu circles at Gcrm:lny n:fu{cd to confider the C:lUre of 
the houfc (}f Aullria :1'> the: caufe of the empire; anu as the k.ing of Sp:lin 
was ullable to fuppJy him with thore large furns of mone)" which the un· 

S~p~rate 
pt'J l,e ..... ith 
the Em~or. 

bounded prOluifes of Ripperd.l hau led him to expect, Charles found him. Difinitrrd in 
felf unable to refilt ·the powenul combinalion :lgainO: him. H e t~H: l i ficed llby li z6. 
Spain to his own Cafet)'; and after a Jhort n.egotiation comml!llccd hy thi' 
Pope. and continued tlllough the mediation of France, he figned at Pari ." 
on the 31ft of Mar. in his O\'in name, and in that of Spain. the prdimi-
naries of peace with Englllnd. France, and Holland. He agreed to fufjll'nrt 
the ch.uter of the Oil:cnd t:ompal1Y for feven years; confirmed 311 the treJ.lici 
in force 31lterior to 17 25. and confented to fubmit tn a general congrefs 
the termination of the dlfputes fubfifi:ing between the al1ie~ of Hanover and 
Vienna. 

Philip the Fifth having, in confequcnce of his difagreement with France, Sl-"lin (on::t<l 
no minifter at Paris, the preliminaries were figncd at Victrql. in the begin- 11> ~~ceJ~·. 
ning of June, by the duke.: of BournollvilJe. the Spanifh emba{[J.dor; the 
fifth article declaring that they filould be executed immediately after 
the fig,nature by the- Emperor OI.nd the allies, ana by Spain eight {iays 
after tlie king of Spain han received them figned. In confcquence of this 
agr.eemcnt~ George the Firft jlfued orders to lord Portmore, guvunor of 
Gibralt:lr, and his admirals, botn. on' the coafts of Spain, and!n the Weft 
Indies, to (Cafe all b~ities, and to refiQf'e ·all prizes taken from Spain; to 
permit the return o(the gaUcons to Europe,.and to raite the blockade-of 
porto Bello, and the Dther port!! in the Weft Jndies. In return, it was ex-
petted that the liege of Gibraltar would be raifed, and the prizes taken 
from England. particularly the prince Frederick, belonging to th~ South Sea 
company, a. Vera Cruz,-would be reftored. 

On proroguing the p&rJiament, the king obferved, in his fpteth from May is' 
the thronc. in a language which j>ccathed the pl1.Cific fentiments o( Wal. l 

pok. U The fi~e of GibraltiU' prove!!, beyond :tll dirpute. the aim and 
dcfign 
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dclign of, the engagements entered i~lO by the Emperor and the king of 
Spain; but the preparations I had made for the defence of that place, and 
the bravery of my troops, will, I doubt not, convince them of the railinef, 
and folly of that undertaking. However toe love of peace h:u. hitherto pre­
vailed on me, even under t1m l~gh provocation, to fufpend, in fome meafure. 
tny re!cntments; and inH:ead of having immediate rccourfe to arm", and de­
mandmg of my a.llics that affifian&, whil.h they are engaged and ready to give 
me, J have concurred with the mofl:. Chriflian king, and the States General, 
in making fuch ov~rtures of accommodatior. as mull: cOJlvince all the world 
of the upf~htnef5 of our intentions, and of ou r fincere d,fpofitlon to peare, 
nnd demonfirate, to whofe ambition and thifft of power the c.uamitics of a 
war:uc to be imputed, if thefe jufl: aod reafonable proPO{iUOlls ale reJc[ted. 
In tbe mean time, I have the pleafura to acqUAint you. tba.t the crown of 
Sweden has acceded to the treat y of Hanover, and the cooyentton between 
me, hi '> moll Clllifiian majcfly, and the king of Denmark, is a[tuaUy fign­
ed - ." Such \Va<; the 'nate of tbe negotiation, when the ktn{; depa.rtcd for 
Hanover, in June 172. 7. 

~HAPTER THE TH1RT IETH: 

17 2 7, 

Cnbnls of tltt Duchtfs of Kelldnl and BM'htgbroke to rtmwt Walpolt,-Bolmg­
h.rokt'J ]tltcroll:'l.V with tIll! Ktltf.-Sangutnt Hoper ttl Opppfition.-Dtlllll. oj 
/.he Kil/g.-MemoIrf of his #if" the tlJ.ljoltunaJe Sophia of Zell • • 

A T tbis period, Walpole ftood. in the higheft cftimation witb the king 
amI nation j and his pacific fentilOents were fo well kl,lown~ that;ill 

who defired the blc:ffing of peace; wifued for his continuance in ofE,ce; yet N-. . 
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moul'!! of a change in adminiftration were believed and circubted; ;nd :l 

formal attempt was mad!: by Bolingbroke, in (o-operation with the duehers 
of Kendal, to obtain his rcmci'aI , and to fubnitule himlelf in his pl:\.cl'. A 
full account of this intrigue, which has occafioned various conjeCtures anu 
uncertain fpccubtions, is here given from undoubted authorities. . 

The ducbefs of Kendal , who, by the death of b.eI)' Darlington, remained 
without a rival in the ~onfidencc of the king, h:\d, in confitlcralion of [. I 1,000, 
",{[ured lord Bolingbroke that lhe would obtain his complete rd'torat ion - ; 
but having fililcd in cfii.:Cling her promifc. {he threw the whole blame on 
Sir Robert \Valpolc, as the perron who obflruEtcd the king's ddigll~ in his 
favour. ant! though O',c was indinl!d to 11::(ond all attcmpt~ for the purpoCc 
of obtaining his dilgracc. yet many circumllances prc\ientcd her from I;XCrl • 

.lng her influence in f,l\'our of Bolinguroke. 
She was become timid and c:lutious; fearful of diftreffing the mind of 

'he king, who was declining in years and healtn, and eafily dl!prclThL Shl: 
was unwilling to offend tht minift.ers, who. befides the payment of a pen­
tion of C. 7.500 from the (,!f;chequ.er. which it depended on their punc­
tualit y to diCcharge. fecured her good-wiU by,prwaJ.e prefents, and fupplied 
her with various means of. gratifying her rapacioufneCs. She affl.!tl:ed great 
concern for the intercfl:. of England, and I3crificed' to her own tr,mquillity 
the concerns of the Hanoverian ju~ to. Undl.!r there circllmftances, it was 
co cafy talk lo roure her atlive exertions; but Bolingbroke paid affiduous 
cour~ his wife was no leCs c~nftant in her attl!ndance, and both anxioufly 
watched for a favourable opportunity. which at length Cc.emed to prcfent 
itfclf. • 
Th~ e1ddl fon of Sir Robert Walpole had been appointe!! raRger of Rich· 

mond Pa.rk, and the minifler? while :i. new lodge was building, took a fmall 
tenement on Richmond Hill. where U1C king after fhoot ing, 6ccafiolUily 
c.lined with him. and palled thl! afternoon t.lrinking punch, of which IlC 
was exceffively fond , in an eafy ~nd cO.Dvivial manner. The duchets, 
alarmed at this familiar imercourfe, and anxious to render thefe vifits lefs 
frequent, attempted, by means of, fome of her German friends, who were ge •. 
nemlly of the party, to break up the meding foouer than the ufual time of 
retiring; but their attempts having no e.treat the duehers liftened to the 
overtures of Bolingbroke. who artfully-fomented ber jcaloufy againft Sir Ro­
bert Walpole, and prevailed on her to fecond his efforts . 
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He urc?I up a: long memorial. flill of invcaives againft the rninitl:er, wmcll 
the duchcfs of Kendal fc:crctly delivered to the king. Afu."l' ftating in various 
inftances the mittonduCl of adminifiration. he concluded. by requelling an 
audicnce, nnd unJl!rtook too dcmonfuate that the kingdom muit ine\·itably 
b r ru;nrd, OlOuld Sir Robert Walpole continue at the head of the treafury. 
The !..lOg put thi .. memorial il1to the hands of the mininer, who concluded, 
Ib:lt Iht! JlCrfon who com'eyed it, could not be ignorant of the contents! 
.:Itter fome- inquir}', he traced it to the duehefs of Kendal, who, on being io­
tL'rrogated, ncknowledged that !lIe had ddivcrcd it, amI attempted to julbfy 
her eoolIua by f11\'010us exeufes. Walpole in reply, only entreated her as 3. 

favour, to fccond the in!lanccs of Bolingbroke, and to procure for him that 
alldieltrc, whith he fa earneflly folicited, The duellefs. aflt.!r fcvcral endca· 
''ow's to .excu(c hcrfdf, promifcd compliance; and at a proper inkrv.al. 
" 'alpolc be(ought the !..ing to grant an audience to Bohnehroh; anti urged 
the pcol,riet r . by uL[1.1 \ lilg. lhat Ii this requeft was rejeCted, much d:tmour 
" 'ou ld bc rail~d. ag,unfl hm, for keeping the king to him(e1f~ and for permit­
ting nOlle to :1.pproach his perfon v. ho might tell unwelcome truthc;. 

The J...ing declinerl complying in fa pofit ive a manner, that Walpole could 
not \'t.!lll ure to prl..fs it any farther in perron; but waited on the duehefs to 
renew his application. H e found lady Bolingbroke on a viJlt. and w'len Che 
re ti red , was infonneJ, that the king was unwilling to admit Bolingbroke, on 
a fuppnfition that it would mal l.! him uneal)', \VaLpole repc:l.tcd hi~ carnelt 
entrea.tie .. , ami declared that he (.Quid not be ealY. until the :ludien. was 
gr.lOted. T~eft p:efIing fo1icitali~ns finally had their effdl; and Boling­
broke wa, admitted into tlH- do[d. 

While 'Val pole was attellding in an atlj oinillg apartmeftt, lord Letchmcre 
carnt', and demanded admiffion for the fignature of pa.re"", whkh he had 
brought as chancellor of I Ill, duchy of Cornwall. H~ was informed that 
Bolingbroke was WIth the king. and th.v \Valpole was alfo waiting. In the 
midft of his furplife. Boliug,broke coming out, Letchmcre infiantl}' ru(hed 
into the claret, and without Ol.iking any apology, or entering upon his own 
bufine[c;, burn out into the moll: violent im'ctU\'es againll: Walpole, wbom 
he I'Cviled as not contentect with doing mifchief himfe1f, but had .introduced 
one who was, if poffible, worfe thaI' himfclf. to be his affiftant. The king, 
deliglucd with this miftake, calrnlyalked him. if he would- undertake the 
office of prime miflilter, Letchmere JJl&dc. no reply, but cgntiDued pouring 
forth his invdtives, and finalfy departe:d without having offered any of the 
pipers to fign. Walpole found tllt lUng (0 highly diverted and occupjed 
with this i.llcident, that it was fome time before he had &11 opportl,lnity of 

9 inqwnng 
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\Dqwring tile IQlVed of 'Bolingbroke!' con .. rCation. The king n;ghtly .n. Clap .. , )0. 

(we~f .'~ Ba.g4tell:J, ba~4fell(l.·' 
Thus W&l this formidab.lc attack defeated by the prudence and firnlnefs of 

• • . Pmduccs 110 
the minifter J the: king cotl,tmued hIs confidenti).i vilit9. and on tlts dep;u·. deCl:. 
ture fOr HanoTU, ordered him to have the lodge in Richmond Park tini£hed 
agailln his returu •. " 

&1ch is the Iccount-of this extraordinary t.ra.nraClion, given by Walpole 
hiJnfelf+; yet otbcr reports have been circulated, which ckferve confidcration. 
Bolingbroke fo confidentiy and repea.tedly aff'erted, that 90 the king's return 
.(tom Hanover. he Jhould be appointed minilter, that this opinion obtained. 
belief, not only from his friends and po.rtil.Olns, but from otheR who were 
lefs inimical to the mini~er, and lefs dciirous of his fall. Swift expreffes hi$ 
hopes 00 the fubje&, with his ufual freedom, in It lelter to Dr. Sheridan. 
t\.fay 'ath, 17z7 .; and Atterbury drew up It memorial to cardinal FJeury, in 
which be treated. the fall of the minifter as a certain event. Pelhoun:Ufo 
told fPeaker On1low tt that ,at this period, Walpole was fo convinced of B0.-
lingbroke" intendcxJ elevatioD, as to have adopted the tefolution of reogn. 
i~ aqp.accepting a...P'Crage, but was <k:terred by the remonltn.ncel of the 
<Juke of DevonJhire, and the reprt:(entations of the princ.:fs of WaJes, ... he 
di1Tuaded him (rom a Rep, which would incapacitate bim for takinG' hiI 
accuR:omed lead io the nowe of commons. 

On tile other blnd, Horace Walpole, lady W al fingham. Bnd tht: duchef, 
. of Kendal berfal£. in & couVerfation with Sir Matthew Decker, atI"erted that. 

the king di4 not intcod to difmifs Walpole. Ii is nat difficult, how­
eYer, to recoocile thefe contradiCtory reports. It was natural for Bolingbroke 
to propagate an opiaion tending to exalt his own importance; it is probable 
!bat Walpole, in a peeviO) m<ment of dHratisfaCtio~ might have e.xpretfed 
& refolw.ioR of retiring; In~ the whole aaount might podibly have received 
its gttlltefi authority from . W Npo1c:., OWD drclaration, tbtt knowing the 
"cnality of. the ducbefs of Kendal, her alCendllIcy over the kiDg, and the tEl .... 
ftu,nee of Bollngbroke over her. he was not without app'.benlioJl> that her 

VlItut rv· 
moun on the 
(ubJcd. 

elfortHnjchc'ba)'</jaIlly fucx:oeded. · , ' 
. The ldllj! ~ fur · Haoovtr on tbe 3d o£ )In.; b. enjofed perf.a Do,!. of ,'­

hoaltb ,t~ aniftMI at Dc:lden. He was entertained by the count de ktrI,. 
Twittel, ,:lI • COWItI:r hour. about twenty mil .. irem tlurt town. The kin,. 
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eat fome meloc. aIler Cupper, which probably .. uCed the iadigdliqn of 
which he"died. He returned that cycning to DeMeD, and (I;t'oot early th. 
next marcing. after having break.fllfied tm a cup of chocolate. On his arrival 
at Bemheim, (he king felt himfelf indifpofed, 'but ~ntinued h11 journey in op­
pofition to the repeated entreaties of his fuite. His indifpofition increafcd, 
and when he arrired at Ippenburen. he war quite lethargic; "his band fdl 
(Iml,;o as if Ijfdefs, and his tongue hung out of hi:. moutl.. He gne. hown-cr, 
fig:ns oflifc, by continuaUy crying out, as well as he could articulate, Ofnabrug. 
Oinn.brug. This impatience to reach Ofnabrug, indUOKi the attendants not 
to £top at Ippenburen; but to harten o~, in hopes of arriving a.t that city before 
nc-dic~l. But it was too late. J'he e~8. time and place of his death cannot 
be afcertained; but it is mof\: probable, that he expired either 3.S the car­
riage was afcehding the hill near Ippenburen, or on the Cummit. On theil" 
arrival at the palace of his brother, the uilhop of Ofnabmg. he w~ imme .. 
dtllte1y bled, but:llt attenlpts to recover him proved ineffeCtual-. A courier 
lIad been difpatchc:.d [0 the ducllefs ot Kendal, who had remained at Ddden. 
with the account of the king's dangerous fituat,ion; he met her on the road, 
about two miles on the other fide of the Rhine; ~ file ~:lS haftening on, 
another cowiet announced 'his death. She beat her bre&.ft, tore her hair, 
and gave tigns of htreme grief; and then, difmiffi.ng the Engliih Jad6es wbo 
accompanied her, took the road to Brunfwjc, whttc the GontlnU'Cd tbree 
month' f. .-
'-:'Lord Townfhcnd, who was on his journey to HanO"#er, repaired inftantly 
io Ofna~ wheR: he arrived oa the zad. early in the morning;. but find ... 
ing the king de:mifed, he wrote a. letter t of condolcna:: 'IIld cOO8ratu.lation 
to the new Covomign •• nll tHing poft, purfued hi! journey 10 &glaad. 

DetOre I conclude the reign of George the Firft~ one remarkable fGlt muA: 
not be omilto<! : As the king could not readily fpeal< Eng~fb, nor Sir 
Ito .... Walpok lirenth, IIIe mi.i~ 'jUS obliged 10 deliver his li:ntimcn .. 
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in l4tio; ai\d u that~ a language in which neither could tonverfe with Cha.pl~I"). 
readinoCs aDd propriety, Walpole was frequently heard to fay. that during ~7·7 · 
the retgn of ,the tint George, he go'Verned the kingdom by rneam. of had '--v-..J 
latin - , It is • matter of wonder, that under fueh dlf,dvantages, the lmg 
Jhould take pleafure in tranfading buGnefs with him, a drcumfrance which 
was priacipally owing to the mdbod and perfpicuity of 1m calculations, aad 
to the e-xtreme facility with which he arrangc:d And explained the maft ai>. 
ftrufe and difficult combinations of finance. 

It has been already obferved, that George the Firft had, by a left-handed Memoir; or 
marriage, efpoufed the duehefs of Kendal, at the time his real wife, the ~O\11w. of 
p-nfortunate Sophia Dorothy. was ftill alive. She was the only child of c. 

Wiliam duk.e of Zeu, by Eleanor d'Emiers, of the hallfe of Olbrc:ufe, in 
France; was born in t666., and her lund was courted by the mo(\: power. 
lUI priAccs of Germa.ny. His fathett€rneft Auguftus had once deligned 
him. for the princefs Anne, afterwards queen of England; he aCt:ually 
went to England to pay his uldrdfes, and was well received and approved 
by the whole court. But he was recalled by his father, who had fudclen1y 
t=oncluded a match for him with hjs rounn. 

Sophia. t.t the time of their maniage. was only fixteen years of ., and. 
was a princefs of great perfow charms and mental endowments t. yet her 
attractions did not retain the affectiOns of her hufband. After {he had 
blOUght him a fan and a daughter. he ncgleCled his atniable confort, and 
attached hhnfdf to I favov:rite mifuefs. 

Such was the fituatton of Sophia, when count Konigfmark t. a SwediCh n()o. 
bleman, .arrived .. t Hanover. He was a man of 3. good figure. and profefiCd. 
ga1Iaotry. hod boen formerly enamoured of Sophia .t Zoll •• nd was fup­
pofed to have made Come imprellion au ber heart. On the fight of her. hi, 
pollion. whicb.Jlad looen dimini!bod by abfcoce, broke out with incrcafing wo­
lence. he bad .. he Unprude.acc f"ib1icJy to renew his atteotioDl; and , .. 
George was ohfent at the army. be made IUs folicitatioDS with rtdoublcd 
ardoor. laiInDation .. J>is .ttaclunent. and of IUs fu<cef" was COD­

veycd to ¥<meft Auguft\u I ond one ."Ping. os tbe count came out of her 
IIjllIltl1lO<lt.&II<i ... ., croffing. po4Dge. he wao ~tod .. th loy perfon. placed 
Co illtercept him,. il>1bc prefeoc:c of the elcCIor I and tradition !\illllllfb the 

• 1MD'1. Ioni o~ . Thoma. Tbynnc, ud of CCNIItc:A Kooid. 
t ~L ,... . mark., millreft of AUpftulthc SccoOd ofJ'o. 
, ~hct jJ CAnt ~ who .. Iaacl. 
~W" !lavin, ,**-' ..... to !DwdCf 
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Cpot when: tql. mome, was committed. Sophia was irrtmedialelf put ""d .. 
andl; aDd thatlgh (he folemAly protefted her innocence, yet ci~ 
Cpoke ftrongly agaiDil her. 

George, who never loved his .. ,jfe, gave implicit credit to the :tccourrt of 
her infidelit y, as related by his f.'uber; confented t.o her imprifonm.ent, and 
obtained frool the tcclefiafUca1 conliftory, a divorce, which was plffed 011 
the: 18th of Decem~r 1694_ And even her father, the duke of Zeu, who 
doated on his only daughter, does not [cem to have entertained any doubts 
of her guilt, for he always continued upon the frriCl:eft terms of friendOlip 
with Emdl: Auguftus,:wd his fon-in-law. 

The u.nfortunate Sophia was confined in the caftle of Alden, fituatcd 0" 
the [mall river Aller, in. the duchy of Zell. Sh. terminatoo her mifcablt 
ttxiftcnce, after a long captivity of tbirty-two years, on the J 3th of Novem~ 
her 17 UJ , in th,-. 1i"uy·firfr yeM of ht"r' 1Igt:, only {even month, befere the 
death of George the Fuft; and fhe was announced in the Gazette, under 
the titl e:' of the .Electrets Dowager of Hanover. 

Daring her whole confinement, Che behaved with no lefs mikinefs than 
digni ty ; and on receiving the facrament once every week, never omitted. 
on. thl$; awful occafion, making the moft folcn1l1. a~rations, that 01e was 
not guilty of the crime laid to her charge. Subfequent circumftances baVC! 
ItOme to light, which appdl' to jllftify hl:'{ memory; and re-ports are current 
at Hanover, that her chamaer was barely defamed, apd that {he fell a fa .. 
clifice to the jealoufy a.od perfidy of the countefs of Platen, {avourite mif .. 
oreC. of Em"'l: Augutw.. Boing enamooaed of oount Kooigfrnark, who 
Sighted her overtuf'C!, jealoufy took ~on of her breafi: i fhe deter .. 
.wned to (acri tice both the laver and the printerS to her vengeance, aDd dr­
Qumftanm favoured her de1ign. 

The..p,ince w;u abfent at the army i Erneft Auguftus was .. man of Wl.rt'l\ 
p:UliQD.5 &ad v.iobt temper; \ea.61y imt"ted, &Ad when irritated, incapab14 
of o_roul. Sopltia herfelf had t_ed count KonigC __ ugard and 
attention, aad the Jover wb hot.headed, foIfolUffici., poidinsdoinlCclf on bia 
perfonal accomplilbments, .. d accuftacned to..cucodldin aJfairs 0( gaIlUtry. 

Thofe who e~cwpate Sophia, .«ert ejtber thd: .. .oommon viIit .wu COIl" 
ftr.ed into an.a oi criminality> or that tJ,.c_ntof.oiP!ateu, • .alla/. 
hour, fummoned count KOlIigCmarl:. in tho name of lilt princdi;~ough 
wi\bouL her copniVlihi:e ; 'that on boiDg introduced, SopIdi ... ~.t 
hi' intruGon; that 'on quitting tile apartment, ae WII&.di{~ 'bY" ~ 
Augufius, whom the ·count.C, bad placed in the gallery, and .... inlbtJtlt 
oIlaIIinatad bvoerfons whom lbe had.Cubomed for that purpoCt. 
. h 
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Jt is impoffible, at this .diA:aace of time, to dj(cover and trzce the cir- Chlpter,o-
cu'tnft.ancts of this .-yftcrious tnnfaftion, on which no penon at the court 17':l7.· 
of Ha.nover durft at fhar- time deliver his opinion; but the {udden murder '- .- 4' 
of count Konigfm.uk mly be urged as 11 corroboration of tbis £latement, 
for bad his glult. and that of Sophia been unequivcrcal, would he not hl.ve 
been arlt'ned and brought to a trial for the purpore of proving their coo .. 
nectltm, and confronting him with the unfortunate princers. 

Many perfons of credit at HanMer have Dot f(.rupied. fincc tile death of 
Erneft Auguflus and George the Firft, to exprefs their belief that the im­
putation can on SnphiJ. was [aICe and UlljUfl:. It is al(o reported. thai he, 
hutband baving made an offer of reconcilid.tion. file ga\'c this noble and 
difdainful anfw_cr of haughty .·irtue, unconfcious of 'lam: U If what I am 
accu!ed of is trqe, I am unworthy of his bed ; and if my accufation is falfe, 
he is unworthy of me. I will not accept his oHers." 

-George the Second, who doated on his mother. was fully convinced of her 
innocence. He once made an attempt to fcc her, Ilnd even crofioo the AJler 
on horfeback, oppofite to the Came, but was prevented from having an in­
terview with her by the baron de Bulow, to whofe care the Ejector, her 
1iuCband. had committed heT. Had Ole fu..vived Ius acceffion, he intended. 
to reftore her to liberty, and to acknowledge her as queen' dowager. Her 
memory was fo dear to him, that he fecrctly kept her portrait in hi" poffer­
lion; and rhe morning after the news of the death of George the FICO. had 
teached Donckm, Mrs. Howard obferved (in thl! antil.:hamber. the kiR~s 
apartment) a. piaure of a woman in. the ekdor:l.l robes, whlcb.p.ved ro be 
that of Sop~ia. 

George the Second told queen Caroline,. that in making (orne repairs in­
the palace of .. Hanover, the boDes of count XioDigfmark were found und~r the 
:Boor of the antithamber which led to the apartment of Sophia. The queen 
mentioned this faa to Sir Robert )V'alpo~·, and in various -converfationa. 
which (he hdd on this fubje&, {he appeared fuJly convinced of her inna. 
"nee; &11 Gpiniotl which the! ,minUter T himfcJf conftandy adhered to. 



'7~ 

·JI'I:ridd JV • 

• 1i-7to ' 730' 
k ,. oJ 

MEMOIRS OF 

< 

PERIOD THE FOURTH: 

From the Acceilion of GEORGE the SeconJ, to the Refignation of 
Lord TOWIIOHEND. 

CHAPTEk TIlE TlIIRTY~FlRST: 

AcajJioJJ and Clttml[1er of George th SufNtJ.-EdliftUiOH-CluwQE/eT-Pe1mt 
-Col/duEl-mId injllltnce of Queen CnrfJ/inl.-Auornu of MrJ. Ho'lbarJ, 
gjter-.vatds C..'II'.ft 0/ 's'jJ./k, 

J 

GEORGE the Second, Con of George the Firft, by Sophia, prince15 of 
l,untbu'lIh Zell. was bonlat Hanover the 30tb' of O/l:ober .683. and 

principally educated under tbe diredion of his grandmothtr, the: c:lcdrefs 
Sophia. Being at .. very early period initiated into the pro£eBion of hrms. 
he made the campaign of 1708 with the allied army in the Netherlands, un. 
du the command of the duke of MarlboroUgh. ,He greatly ditlinguilhed 
hi.rnfeIf IS a voluDtecr at the b&ttle of Oudenard, where be charged the 
cnc.IlY at tbe bead of the ~ drasooos. and had bi& botfe lbot 
under him·, Ip '7<>8, he ... created dukc-of~ mel It.t of 
tbe garter; and.t the accetlion of Geo'l\C tbe Firft, .... Co elated, ,that he 
faid to an EngIiIb gentleman. ~ I have not o~ drop of bldt>d in d.,- veiN 
which i. Dot EaPIb. and at the fervice ofm, 'w.thcr', Cul)jc& t." H. "". 
""",ponied the ki"l t!' ,Eapnd I roo.. ...... bad takea lIio fcct,jn the 
pivy council, WII created priuoe of Wl*;s; "'" duri.og the Wi'~co , 
in 17.6, was appointed ~iaD ...o,liolltCliant o(tho ... 

• J,iaduf;', ¥emairl af the HDlllft of Brunt"a. 
",1' PobUtI. voL i1'. p •• 30' ala. 

The 
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The uhfortuntte mifunderftanding which took place between him. nnd his 
rather, ha.. Dtetl al~y related; and aJth~ a. reconciliation was etfcCl:eu 
through the intorpofition of .Devonlhire and WalpoJe, ytt it was more arpa-, 
rent than real: the"king gave a thong proof that his jealoufy W~ not abated, 
by never again configning to him the government of affairs during his abo 
fence. Nutwitbl1:a.nding this caufe of diffatisfatl-iod, the prince. from tile 
period oT the reconciJiation, feldom formalJy oppofed his fa.ther's govern­
ment; but paKed a retired life, confining himfclf principally to.a. fmall circle 
of fcleft. friends, with whom he lived in -habits of ftr~a intimacy: of there. 
the earl of Scarborough. and Sir Spencer Compton were the rnoft favoured. 

George the Second was, at the time of hLS acceffiOD, in the .... 5th ycar of 
_his age; and bore the chamCtcr of t1 prince of high integrity, honour, and 
veracity. His countenance was pleafi.ng. dignified. and exprcffivc, Wilb pro­
minent eyes, and a Roman nore. In perron he was well ,proportioned. but 
much below the middle tize; to which the bi.llad on the feven wife men 
alludes fpeaking of Ricbard, afterwards lord Edgecumbe) who was ve'l' di ... 
minu\ive: 

cc When Edgecurnbe fpoke, the prince in fport 
Laugb'd at the meny elf; 

Rejoic'd to fee within his court 
One fhorter than him (elf. 

I'm glad (cry'd out the quibbling [quire) 
My /O'lutltjs makes your highnefs Niglltr.'" 

He pofI'dfed one great advantage over his father, that he was not ignorant 
of the laD&uage and conR:itution of England, although his knowledge pfboth 
wu limited. He Wi! naturally rcferve<!, except to thofo who belonged to 
his houfchold, or were. admitted to hit· 'familiar {ociery, (cAd of buGneli. 
and of great appJicat~n wheru:ver a~plic .. ~ion was n~cdfary; weD ~quamted 
with the ~ of. foreign affal1s; and his obfervatlons. and repbes to the 
Dot~ of hit minift.cD. dlltated by the occafion, prove good fenfc, judgment J 

and reaitude of iat~tlOns·. His temper was warm, vehement, and irri .. 
table.; prone to fuddc.n emotions of anger, and not eafily appeared. He wd 
low in de1ibcD.tion, cautious in decifion; but bis opi.nio~ once fonned, he 
~ ~'and impatient of rem.onftrance. He was ftridly cecono .. 
~ pUllftual .iI\ ,doe difclwge of hi. expenccs; fQ peculiarly methodical 
ill all 1Iis. adio .. -.I occupotion., til ... to u[e .be exprdIion of a noblema~ 

lt1uch· 

• 
Chap!(r~l. 

""1· ......... ;.1' 
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much about his penon, U he r~med' to thi,nk !Iis havlOg done .. thing to .. 
day, an unanfwerabk reafon for bis-doing it to~morrow .... He was 'rigidly 
attached to etiquette Bod puna-urou! forms, ahd fond of military parade.; 
without the fntnlleft taftc for the :laS, or loye of fcience; like his father, 
he ga,,'e no patronage to literature, unlefs from the fuggcftions.of his que~n. 
or r\J(' IIlterccl1lon of his minifters. Cold and phlegmatic in his general 
appearance, he at the fame time poff'eff"ed a high degree of knfibilit}'; 
of which he ga-ve m:my proof5, particularly on the death of has queen, and 
the refignation of Sir 'R-obert Wal(Xlle, which would appear incredible to 
thofe who were 110t about his perron, and who are not acquainted with hi, 
domeRLc charattC't". The love of women was his predominant weaknefs; but 
it did hot read him into nny exceffes which affe8:ed his public charaCter, or in­
terfered with the interefts of his kil1gdom. He hl\d teen, and lamenred, that 
his father h:u1 been governed hy his miftrdfes j and was fo extremely cau­
tious to avoid :\ fimil.u error, that thl' f"Ol1nteE of Yarmouth, " fho wat the 
only.one ~ong tHem who pofi'etied any real influence over him. (;auld 
Jeldnm venturI! to exert her intereft in public. concerns. She once re­
qucftcd Homce \VaJpolc to procu re a trifling place for one afher fcrvants, 
but charged him not to t'tlention to the king that it was at her requeft ; " be­
caule (Ihe added) if it is known that I have applied, I have no chance of fuc­
cetding t," 

But his conduct was far ditferent in regard to queen Caroline, of whole 
jUt1gmMt and good fenCe he had the higheil opinion, and in whom he ever 
placed .the moll: implicit confidence. Some of the French writers call hiftory 
/a [qb/r COlfVtllue, alld not without (om,e degree of rcafon i (or moft hiftQrics 
art. .written' either h)' ::mtbors who ha\'c beel) fhemfdvcs intcrefted 10 the 
events which they relate, and gloCs over the tranCatl:ions of their .own party. 
01' 3re compofed by writers who haye not 3CfCfs to original p:1pen. know 
tittle more than eommon occurrence~ , and derive the principal fouree of in. 
formation from uncertain publications. tlGditional inf2rJJlation. rz,ettcs, and 
newl:~. ,The fCrfonage whore Charader'] am atte:~pt~lt~~~ater win 
afford. lhiking example of the truth of there obltrvariOn,j ror It " • re. 
markabl. &d; that the hiftorian, of the reign of Georg., the Second; ~11 
mention tbe name of queen C~roIine, who..t1'tUl!i CJitirely govezocd tho III.,. 
d~ing the fir« tep YCIfS of his r.cigft ~ . w~o ~ ~er f.Lculti~ 1"9 me;tf(~~ 
w~ fIlCh cxtraorOUl&ty pruOencc. as ncV!=( !o'8c1tHhc Icall ud)le6lifZi\om 
UWen:ign hio:hlv t....aou. of hii autbatll': .. but connife,h\,.r*,1RnnIo1l 

• Lord Hmqt..o H. w.,.. o~.)f i'l!' 
.f r.".. Lor4 ,.,oIpo101 
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filould appear as if it had been his own ; who (oldyoccafitmct..! the conti­
nuance of Sir Robert Walpole in thclUiniftry ; who palroniicd :lntl promotetl 
H~rring. Hoadley, Clarke, Hare, Sberlocke, Butler, and l'carcc; ami wlthllut 
whore recommendation or concurrence, fcarcly any fituation in chun:.h or 
fiate was conferred. 

Carolina Wilhelmina, daughter of John Frederic, Margr.1\,c of An(j • .1th, 

by the princers of~xe-Ey(enach. was born in 1683. Having loft her t:tther 
when £he "'a.'I very }'oung, and ber mother'tnarryingJohn George th'~ Fourlh, 
eleClor of Saxony, fhe was left ~nder the gu:mlianOlip of FrederiC, eleflot ' 
of Brandenburgh. 'afterwards king of PrufIia; pll.!fcu pl.rt of her carly Jays 
at the court of Berlin·, and reccivf:u her etlucation under the fuperintentl­
:lnce of her aunt, tht" accomplifhed Sophia. Charlotte -i'l fifter of Goorge lhe. 
Firfi. From her example and infiruCtions? lhe imbjbed that politcncls of 

• Poilliu:. 
t Snphia Chuif.lue', the (('coIlII wife qf 

rrtderic. was the d.ughfCJ' of hndl: Au. 
gunu~, ekaot of H,nover. Thi\ eJrg~nt ~ nd 
lI(.com l1 lifhed princers w~, born in ,668; and 
jl\ 1681, hilving efpouff'd F.rederic, then elec_ 
toral prince, be<.ame, on hi. acceRion to the 
throo .. , the great ornament ot his fplendid 
court. H er features were regular, yet ex. 
J)Teffivt'; her fnrm, ~gh below Ihe middle 
ftature, was ele::ant iUld j;tace!ut; her tle­
m eanour diltnified and poli te ; ami her CllfHluft 
ever ifTel'roachablo. She Ilevtr interfeml ill 
nlfJ.il'll 0 fi ate, th(Ulgh alwJ)'~ ready, when 
called upon, 10 aid with her lounfdl, jnttr. 
IIlel, and corn1.0ndeRc.t, the vitw$ 01 the 
"in~. Her- un crftanding Witi highly cult;· 
valed; !he (poke the prmdp.il l~oguages of 
:Europe I,,.i,h fuch e.fe In,1 fluency, that the 
ufuall.,. addreJfed ~rfel( to foreigMn in their 
rt-fpeB:il'e toogut$; the WI! well vmed in 
hiRory. c"!\Ffant in. differellt brancbes _f 
natllral philrfOphy. and not ullArqllJ inted 
l!vcn wi.th fcho\afHc. (hvillity . Thollgh h~r 
Je:\rning was Co p"'''Jllllli, thaI fll e waf filled 
lhe Female Philofep!Jer. fbe was /lot only til:. 
tmnety ditlidut. bue careful 10 avnid the 
alfelhfion tt~libint to difplsy her olulri. 
lations acqui~menlS. She wo\~ nD 1lr:lIIger 
to the pntite aecom,l~tnmenls , fond of (.hoc~ 
ing, .d dill not diJ"dsin to be :11\ afl:~fl ill 
playt .hirh .... tte Verformt'd bv beT com· 
mand: fhe Q cdJed iii mnlk. (\ltlg :l.nd com~ 
"nfrd .. hh 1,lne I and WII the great patronefs 
of (der. ... e anl\ Ihe IITtl. She drew Leilmitz 

. to Berlin, IIl1d " IIcml01ed that gl'eill plll.lofu .. 
ph« wilh the extent 0:- 111:1' " 'Pl Clt.I-. ttle 
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depth of h~ r refnrches, and the folid.f), of her 
oblcrvl1tiolls. She died 8t Hilno~er 1/1 17oS. 
on 3 "ifit to her mOUler the dd1:rc f~ Sopl.ia , 
in the 37th )'t':1r of Il!'!r :\ge; and dlfplaftd 
all her dCOlth-bed the ulmofl (:Jlmllefs and reo 
lignllion. Tolhe lung her billband ale ICtrote 
1'1 tender leNer, thanking him for his clre. and 
rtcommendmg her dOnlefilCS to his pro/etl:ion. 
T o her "'rorh~r, who WIS tlilconfolate at her 
approaclnng ditfohllion, {he {lIid, .. Nothing 
i. 10 na!m:tl a~ d(ath; t have 1011':' conu,tered 
it ~,:\ debt; and thOl.lgh ( a>11 yO\lo~ ('uough 
to l\lve lived a few ytal'!o longer, yet I ftel Oil" 

regret ill d)'lng_" When 1.1 Berj.ene, II Cal_ 
l'lnill minUter, offend hi, fpiritulllffifiance. 
file Llld; "Friends are proved_ in times of 
nec~ffily; YOIl olfer yOUT . fli!bllce al a mo­
mellt when 1 can no longer {~rve you: accept . 
my thanks, which are alf thar I ca n benow.'· 
Then turlliog to him. I~ b. Will grung 10 uhort 
htr, flle conliuued i " For twellfy ye.n 1 
ha~e fUloLl Ay examilltd my religion; I hne 
l)Cfu(ed the book~ which trl'.ll on Ih~t (uh/:ea 
wit!t 100 much :\lIenll01l TO ue in t he fma left 
dour)! ; yotll-au {"Y llmhillg to we whkh r 
d o nOl kllow rlli ld I can afiilre )UU, lh~ t I 
rlepa.T in Ir,lnqui11ity." Her phyhcian l'CP"-· 
fem ing to her Ihat Ou' increaCed her co,n_ 
plailll bl' fpelkinll;; " Alli t u Ihen, L, R~r. 
Eerie (Ihe adnt<1); -1 rem"o YOllr good 
I~iend_" Ob(crvin!: one oj htT IIttemlJI1" 
IVrcping. Ole ell.ci::limed •• , W l'ly do you wecpt 
could you think Ih~t J WlS ImmN'fa l ~" And 
tbtn ftret chillg out bcr h31ld III Iter IorOII,ct : 
.. De~r hrother, (Ihe cried) 1 311 1 futf()~ali' d ;" 
lUl'l in ~Il inft.lllt tXf'ilcd. 

Nn 
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demeanour and dignity of charaCter, thefe fentiments of philofophy. that ar· 
dent love of k:trning. and fondners for metaphyfical knowledge, which *­
rited the eulogium of Clarke and Leibnitt. 

She gJve an early inftance of her attachment to the proteftant religion. 
-The fame of her beauty and accompliJhments attr:l.ttcd the notice of tbe 
~rchdLl k.e Charles, fon of the emperor Leopold tbe Firft, an.d afterward~ 
Emperor himfc1t: who made a. tt:nuer of hi!. 'hand. z.,lot allured by the 
Iplcndor of Ihe family into which (he might have been adopted, file declined 
the after without hcfitation : "But Provl(1cncc (obterves Addifon) kept a 
{tore in reward for fueh ,m exalted virtue; and, by the fecrct methods of its 
wifdom", opened a way tor her to become th~ greateft of her fc.x among thofe 
who prole:fs thJt faith to which [he adhered with fo much Chrutiw magna .. 
nimity·... _ 

Carolille cfpoutcd, in 1705. George the Second, then elettora! prince of 
Hanover. She was efteemed handfomc bcforC! OlC had the fm:l.lI-pox, and 
became too corpuiellt. Tlckell did not flatter her in his poem of Kcnfing­
ton Gardens, when he (aid; 

" Here England's daughter, darling of the land, 
Sometimes, furrounded with her virgin band, 
Gleams through the fhades. She, tow'ring o'er the reft, 
Stands faireft of the fairer kiod confeft; 
Form'd to glin ht!a.rts that Brunfwick's caure deny'd, 
.And charm a people to her fatber's fide T'" 

She had a haoo and ann greatly admired for its whitenefs and elegance, :t 

penetrating cye,.,." and a [mile celcll:ial t ... an exprcffive countenance, great 
fweetn~11 and grace, paxtil:ularly wben file fpoke. But thefe charms of her 
perfon were far furpalfcd by the endowments of her mind. She po(fetfed 
Guicknefs of apprchc::nGon. a natural gOOd underftanding. which: had been 
duly cultivated i and obtained & conliderable knQwledge in many branches 
of ufeful and polite literature §. 

Her levees were a ftraoge pia-ure of the motley cbara!9:er and manners 
of a queen and a learned wO!'J1an. Sbe received company whill'Ole wa~ at 
her toilette; prayers, and fDgletimes a fermon, were read i 1eamed meg 'nd_ 
djvin~ were \ntermixeO with courtiers and ladies of the houfehOld: the con­
verration turned on"ctapby(iCGl fubjetb, blended with reputed, flllies of 
mirth, ~nd the tittle-tattle of a drawing-room. She had' A happy tum Co~ 

• Freehfllc.kr. No. :,. 
: Ticket!. 

t Tkkell'l KenJinCfoa GW(fIl, p. :z s9. 
i Ri.tniu). 
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converfation, JIld a readincfs in adapting her difcourfe to the p('rron~ with Chapter )1. 

whom fb.e talked\ poifdred peculiar talents for mirth and humour. ex:cl.:lIc-d I i 2 1· 
in mimicrY. and was fond of difplaying it j W:1~ pienfcu with mak ing J. H:' . · ,-..I 
partee herfdf, and with hearing it from others. Her conduCt, dunng tbe 
unfOttubate mi(underfianding which took pillce between George the Fn1l 
Ilnd her b"fbandJ when prince of Wales. was fo prudent and lhgnified, thJt 
the late king always behaved to her with marks of due re(pea and affec-
tion, thougli he never eoldially loved her. Yet notwithfb.ndmg her caur-
tery, affability of deportment, condefcenlion to men of letteN, and fond-
nefs for focial intercQurfe, the had a high .Dot ion of the reg;)'l (latlon, 
and was partial to the etiquette of a court; fhe feldom forgot that 111C 
W3S II; queen, and alway! kept up a due ftate both in public and pri\'lte. 
She would occafionally dine with Sir Robert \Valpole at Chelfea ; but even 
Mr vifits to 11. fa.vourite minifter were ftijed:cd to form and etiquette: fhe 
fat down to table with lady Walpole, the royal family whom fhe brought 
with her, and the lady in waiting: Sir Robert always 1100d !:>thind her chair, 
and gave her Ih~ firft plate; then retired into another apartment, where 
dinner was fen.'cd for him and the queen's houfehold - , 

Queen Caroline was fond of converting and correfponding with men of 
learning,and particularly with divines, whom fhe often perplexed wirh quef­
tions concerning the dotlrines of the different churches, and confulted with a 
view of feltling her faith, Hoadley, Clarke, Hare,and Sherlocke, were among 
the dUmber [0 whom fhe principally npplied. She carried on a corrcfpon­
dence on thefe fubjelh, by me1l.ns of her bed-chamber woman, Mrs. Clayton, 
afterwardl lady Sun<Jon, who had acquired a powerful afcendancy over her.. 
The divine whom fhe mort particularly noticed, and by whofe co¥vcr. 
(~tion fhe often owned that the was mo11 inftrud:ed, was Dr. Cl,ukc. 
whofe profound'*'-nring. in all branches of facred and profane literature. 
wu rcarely ever equalled, whore p~ty was unqueftjoned, :md WllOfc: playful 
tn.nners Md placid. temper rendered him as amiable as he was learned. Dr. 
Clarke had onlrt the rectory of St. James's, which was gf"ven him by queen 
Anne. and the maflerlhip of Wigftan Hofpitnl; and queen Caroline pro~ 
pofed placing him on the bench. a.n honour which Clarke invariably de­
clined. Finding that he perfifted in his refofal, (he dr:fin.--d Sir R obert 
Walpole to try [he powen. of his rhetoric, which had never been employed 
in vain on a iirililar. ,J occafion j the minit\er obeyed; a.nd in a conference at 
Ken.~ton p:iace, ufed every argument in his poWer to prev~il 011 Cl:trke 

It From LCnt Orford . 

Nn. '0 
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'Period IV. to accepf the proffered dignity; when Clarke declined, he continued to 

""7[OI7lIJ. preis it; and the conference was fo long, that the CJ.ndles were burnt down 
'-.. J in the IOlktt';; and the pages came: into the apartment to know if fetCh 

Jjght ~ '\C.re not \~·antcd :t'. But the rhetoric of the Iliinifter Ilad 110 effett, 
and ti n.: quee n w.\s highly d ifappointcd, that (he was p:cvented from placing 
Dr. Clarke on the bench ofbilhops. 

Queen C:lfoimc maintained a correfpondence with lA-ibnitz on the molt­
abflraCt rt itncc~ 1 in which the tupremcly delighted; :md iu the courfe of 
this literary int('n.:ourf.::. the Gernun pllllolopher having infinuated fOlne fuf­
picions tilal llll; l11um.lJ.liol1s ot naluLll r..: ligioll were in d .. m gcr of bClIlg hurt 
by the <l otl nnc'> of SIr h;ut Newton, HIC applied to Clalke for an am",cr 
10 this (uggcftion. Thc :lnfWCl brougbt on a.lepiy. and the reply aJ.itconu 
anfwer, until the controvcrly \,a:. c:U1il'U 011 with all the fJlirit and }r.lrn. 
ing "hich thofe great philo[ophC(J .. (ou!J throw into fuch dry Juhjclh_as 
the prim:Jplcs of 113tur.J.l rdighJ/l and plt ilofophy, :lUl l free-wilt and fa. 
tality . They Jubmi ll cti th eir rc:l pctt irc arguments to the princcfs as to 
an umpi re; and vied in unfolding their (yll cms III a!; confj ,icllollS n man. 
ncr as lhe na ture of Jo intricate :l (ubJca would allow. The princefs was 
highJy flattered Wilh this :llbitration. and pennitted Dr. Clarke. whale opi­
nion Ihe feems to have rmbraced, to detlicate to her the accoullt of the can· 
troverry. In this dedication, the learned author has not omitted to pay a 
tribute to her deGrc of knowledge and Jove of truth, in a ftrain of pabegyric 
which could hardly be avoided on fuell an occafion. Nor was it fole1y die· 
tated by flattery; for Whifton + informs US~ that he often heard Clarke (peak 
with admiration of her marvclJous fagacity and judgment,;n the fevera1 parts 
of the difpute. 

But although this accomplifhed princefs pofiHred confiderabJe influence 
over George the Second, ale had acted with fo much caution, and behaved 
with fuch moderation and prudencf.", thai file was confidered at the time of 
his acceffion, by the party in oppefition, as a mere cypher, and the whole 
power and influence over the king was fuppofe~ ~o be loc:ltJl in the hand. 
of Mrs. Howard, afterwards counters of Suffolk.. " 

i:har ..... " ~r Henrietta, later of John, rhc firfl: earl of Buckinghamfhire. was elde!\: 
~ 6!~~: . ~aughter of Sir Henry Hobart t, of Blit;k1iDg, in Notfolk, and efpoufed 
:eb M sur., . Charles Howard, youttger fan of Hemry,. fifth carr of Sutfolk, whom the ac· 
;a. com~ied to Hanover before the .death of queen Anne. Having ingatiated 

berfelI i~to the fa,·our of Caroline, t~ eleCtoral princefs, fue ac;com~ied 

• from Lord Orrord and Etou~h's Papt'rs. t WhiIlon':J Hinarical Mcrnoln of Clarke. 
t COItiIlS'~ P('1!JOlgC'. 
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ller to Engbnd. and became her bed-chamber woman. If we were· to dr,l\v Chaptct)1. 
an eftimate of the undcrllanding and charatter of M£'$. H ow:l.rd. from the '1'67· ' 
reprefentations of Pope · , Swift, and Gay. during the time orhc, favour. we ~ 
might fuppofe that Jhe poH:cffed every accomplifhOlcnt <Uld good quality 
which were ever the lot of a woman. 

The real truth is, that Mrs. HoW"ard was more remarkable for beauty 
than for undemanding, and the paffion which the king entert ained for her 
was rather derived from chance t than from any combination of thore trane. 
cendant quali ties, which Swift and Pope a[cribed to their cour t divinity . 
She bad been long wholly unnoticed by the prince, who was l'nJ.mourcd of 
another lady that wa<; more cruel to the royal lover th:tn M rs.. H ow:m:l. Thi:. 
lady was the beautiful and lively Mary BcUcndcn, daughter uf lord BI.CUcn­
den t. maid of honour to 'luecn Caroline, when princers of \Vale~, and a 
great friend of Mrs. Howard. Gay aU udes to her, In his b.llJad entItled 
Damon and Cupid, as one of the reigning beauties: 

* See Pope" Leiters to S"ift, 08:ober 'l'Slh, 
11:1. S.-Mifcdhulies.-5wilt', CharaCter of 
Mr~. Howatd.-Gay'5 Epilllc: to Pope; and 
other Il,Uts of their rcfpeEHve works. 

t f·rom lord Orford. 
! Sir William Bdlendc:n, created a pttr 

aCter the relloration of Charles the S~ond, 
dlcd u"*"rried. making a conve~ancc of his 
dbte and honour to John Kef, a younger fon 

• 

of WilJiam,lhe fecond earl ofRoxtll1rgil, \Vllo 
Lhen changed bu. name fO Belltnden. lIud took. 
the arm1. He muried Mary, widow of Wil­
ham Ramfay, third earl of Dalhou(~, anr:i 
uauglltt't of Henry Moore, tirl1: e3r1 of Drog­
hed". by Alice hl ~ wlk, d"'\I~htc r of Wilham 
lord Spencer, by Pc:nelopc:. (\.lllghter of Hell ry 
Wriotheny. carl o( SuuLbamptor",. 

, 
HlMn. lirft Sui of SOHDU.LA.ND, ALlel = Lord Daoclltl) ... _ 

.. 6403' I 
M", I.Y Mool.& = Lord B.lUa1'4'DaK .. 

! 
~ ______________________ .-J 
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MAa':t SKJ,LENDITN =106)1 CUII"UJ" 
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Jo.1t Duke of 
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u So w~n I'm known at court, 
" None :dks where Cupid dwelll; 

It Bur readily rerort, ~ 

H To Bdlmdm's or LepeU's." 

She is al(o thus defl.:ribed in an old ballad, made upon the qun.rrcl betw~n 
George the Fun and the prlnce of Wales~ at the chriftening, when the 
prince and all his houfehold were ordered to quit St. James's : 

" But Bdlene/tlt we needs mull: praife, 
u .:who, as down the nairs (he Jumps j 

U Sings over the hills and far aw.o.y, 
H DdlJifiug. doleful dumps." 

This lovely and elegant woman rejeCted the addreff'es of the prince, and 
elpoufed, in I ]1.0, J ohn Campbell. then groom of the bed-chamber to the 
prince of Wales. and afterwards duke of Argyle. Slle W8.'i\ highJ,y favoured 
by queen Caroline, and univerfally aclmired as an accompliilied pattern of 
good fenfe, &nd exemplary conduct. 

The prince, a.ft.cr having communicat~ his. pallion for M iCs Belle*" to 
Mrs. Howard, and being rejected, became enamoured of his confidante. 

Lord Cheftedield has obfeNed, in the unfavourable portrait - which he 
hIlS drawn of queen Caroline, tJltJt foe roelt /a1.Juured and promoted the lalip­
uirJ 0/ the /ring . But this f.evcr-c reprefeJitation is totally devoid of truth, and 
proves little knowledge of her real difpofition. It was a principle widl 
her not to difguft the king with remonfin.nces, or to appear dlffarisfied 
with hd attentions to other women. But certainly never wife fclt or Ja .. 
mented a hufband's infKWhin more than herfelf; although the had too 
much good fenfe and prudence. and too much rcfpect for her charader W 
trca.t her rivals with marks of ill humour, or to {hew, by her outward beha~ 
viour, fymptoms ofjealoufyand difpleafure. She was always able tq dif. 
guife her feelin~ and conceal her uneaftnefs. It was thus that her behl1" 
viour to lVhs. Howard led many to fuppofe that tne was iD higb (ftimfotion j 
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and Swift, Pope,. and Gay repeatedly call her the chief favourite of the 
queen. ~ 

To her particular friends, queen Caroline was not wanting in complaint3 
of the king's infidelities. and fhe ufcd to call his favourite. by war of ban­
ter, her filler Howard, and this expreffioll was confidcfo.:d by tht! friemh of 
the miftrefs as a proof of th: queen's partid.lity and klHuneE., whereas it 
was in rtality the ftrongell: mark of avcrfion amI contempt. But, in fact, 
the forced complacency of her outward behaviour, was a violent effort of 
prucJcace: and difcretion, and file never failed to appore the life of th ofe who 
paId their court to the mift.refs. Among many in!tanccs which may be cnu­
mtrated, J £hall [eleCt. thore of Gay, Swift, and CheftcrfieJd. 

Gay began paying his caurt to her when !he W3S elettoral prineds, and 
while he accompanied th~ ead of Clarchdon as his fccrctary to } Iano\·cr. 
But the cmbalTy lafted only nineteen days i and being difappointcd of his 
hopes of preferment by the death of queen Anne) tht: poet turned himfdf 
towards the rifing fun. and foon after the acccffion of George the Firft. drew 
the charaa:er of Caroline in a high ftrain of panegyric -. 

The princefs, not infenfibJe to praife? received G~y. foon after ller alTival in 
England. with great kindnefs, and gave him hope$ of promotion. From this 
period he commenced courtier, pJ.id a regula.r·attendance. and was honoured 
with many marks of her pll.tronlge and protection. He continued. however, 
his attendance at court tor twelve years without obtaining a folld re-ward of 
his affiduity. At her command, he wrote his fabll:sTor the duke of Cumber. 
land, ;1fld being of & fanguine difpo6tion, formed high expetlations of pro ~ 
motion when the acceffiol\.of George the Second would permit his patroners 
to provide for him. When that event took place, his hopes were greatl), 
magnified an the queen's telling .Mrs. Howard, in allufion to the fable of the,. 
Ha.re and many Fnendst, that lhe would take up the h:1re. But his cxpec· 
tati~ were by there means raifed fo high, tbat he confidcred the offer of tl;l.e 
place of gentleman ufiler to the princHs LouiCa, though abov<; /.. 1.00 a year, 
q.;tn inrult. and rejeC1ed it witl! fcorn. 

Swift was convinced that the minUter hOld preventeu the bounty of queen 
Caroline from being fheym to the author of the l-farf, and many Frieuds, . 
and he obfervesJ alluding to it in a copy of verfes addreifed to Gay; 

" Fain would I think our female friend fincere) 
tI Till BgD, Ih# p«J·JJo.t, pOfi'cft her ear, &c." 

• AII!'plftle to I Lady, occauoned by the Arriv:1.\ ofthe Princt'fs of Wales. 
t Swift', Works, vol. 16. p. 110. 
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In another place, Swift affem, that it was princip.'lily owing to the dcdica." 
Jion, prefixed to the PaRorals, in honour of Bolingbroke, anu to fame expret:. 
fions in his fables, which dirplcafed the court. He repeats this accuration 
in his letter!; anti works, and had even the rudenefs to hint it to Sir Rohcrt 
Vvalpole himfdf, whl'n he dined with him at Chdfea"'. Gay was of till.! 
fame opmion, and in the fecond part of his fables, which were not printed 
till after hi~ death, is full of farcafric and fplencti c allulions to the minilter. 
But as Walpole was neither of a jealous or vinchCti\'c dilpofition, there is no 
reafoD to give credit to the afperfions of his enemies, and to luppofe that he 
uCed his influence over queen Caroline, for the purpo~e of injuring Gay, p:u­
ticularly when another and a more natural motive of her condua:. may be fug. 
gelled. . 

In f<lft-, Gay was the innocent eauCe of his own di fg race, for he thought 
that Mrs. H oward was all powel{ul at court, and that ht', whom Swifl hu· 
morou{]y calls t one of her Jed captains, fhould nfe by her recommendation. 
Pope alfo. in a leuo to Swift, alluding to Mrs. Howard , fa.ys, Gay pUIS his 
'lu/u,,/( tn!fl iN thnt lady whom I tkJmbtd 10 YOIt, and whom you rake to be an 
allegorical cre3.lllre of fAncy. Ami Gay rhus expreflcs himfclf to Swifr, 
" Mrs! H oward has declared herfelf very ftrongly, both to the king and 
queen, II.S my proteaor ~." But in thefe v·ords, they unconfciouily declare 

• the caure of his disfavour. The queen's jeaIoufy of the imerfercnce and 
credit of the mifi.refs, obftruCtcd his promotion, ,.,and his own indifcretion 
afterward<;, dell:royed every hope. Soon after this difappointmcnt, he pro· 
uuced the Beggnr's Opera; and both his convcrfation and writings were fa 
fulf. ~f invcltives againft the court,' tbat aU expt£tations of farlher notice 
from the queen were obvioufly relinquifhed. 

Swift alia proved the ill policy of attempting to ingmide himf(!l(f with the 
quccn through the medium ofMes. Howa.rd. \Vlth aviewof cha.nging his p refer­
ments in irelanu for olhers in England, which the princefs fcemed to I!xprefs an 
inclination to promote, he maintained a correfpondence with Mn. Howard. 
whom he praifed in the moft fulfome manner, and col1rtcd with .tbe ~oft affer!(· 
ed affiduit} •• by letters when he was abfent, and by conftant per/oml attendance 
when he was in England. But as foon as the effortl of Mrs. Howard proved 
unfuccersful, Swift turned his Catin: againft .ber, on whom he had heaped fuch 
.unbounded encomi~ imputed Ilu failure folely to her want of fillCerity j 

• s""m.'. Wer"" vol 16.'p' US9' 
.1 Sw.i(t', Workil j vol. J9· p. sSZ. 

t Swill's ·Work., 1'oll'6. p. lulL 



~IR ROSERT WALPOLE. 

and reproached her in ,"cry bitter llld difrefp~a:.ful terms. Lady Betty 
Germaine, and his friend Gay. in vain endeavoured to jl.lftify Mrs. Howard. 
anq'io prove that {he was nOl to bktrne j but the mifanthropic Swift, wr.:n 
he had once formed hi!' opinion, was not cafily convinced by any arguments. 
He fays. in a letter to lad}' Betty Germaine, U For there reafons, I did al. 
ways, and do fiill think, Mrs. Howa.rd, now lady Suffolk, an abfoJute t'bur. 
t ier." When this charaCter was Ibewn to lady Suffolk, {he mild!}' obfuved, 
t j Jt is 'Very differenf:'·'from that which he [enl me himfelf. and which I have 
in his own hand writing" . It 

The earl of Chcftcrllelll is another rem:lrkable infiAnce. He had long co­
veted the poil: of Cecretar}' of flate, and an arrangement had been made in his 
favour. After an auuience of the queen, to which he was introduced by 
Walpole, a.ad tDllnking her for her concurrenc(", he had the imprudence to make 
n long \lifit to the mifuefs; the queen was infonned of the circumfi:ance, and 
hi, app:>intmeDt did not take place t- At another time, he had requefted the 
queen to fpeak to the king for fome tri1ling favour. The queen promifed, but 
forgot it; a few dayt afterwards, recolletting her promife, the exprdfed regret at 
her forgetfulnefs, and added, fhe would crrlainly mention it .that \'ery day. 
Chdterficld replied, that her majefty need not give herfclf that trouble, for 
Jatly Suffolk had fjx>ken to the king. The queen made no reply, but on 
fceiflg the king, told him file had long promifcd to mention a trifling requell 
to his m-ajefl.:y, but it was now needlefs, becaufe lord Chcfterfielc.1 hadJuft" 
informed her, that fbe had been anticipated by lady Sutr~k. The king, who 
always preferved great decorum with the queen, anu W:l!! very unwilling 
to have it fuppofcd that the fJ.vourite interfer..:d, was extremely ditple:lofed. 
both with lord Chefterfield .mo hi .. m\ftre[s. The confcquence 'Was. thllt in 
a {hart ,time lady Sulfolk went to Bath for ber bealth, and ret_ned no more 
10 court.; Chefterfield was difmiffed from his office, and never heard the 
rcafon until two YC:lTS before his death. wIlen he was informed by the late 
earl of Orfor<4 that his difglace was owing to his having offended the q\lOl!ll 
by paying court to lady Suffolk ) . 

• FfOm lord Orfont. 
t Btollgh._From lhe c:mnmilnlcition of 

Sir Robert Watpofe, 
t Her hulhand having (ltcct'!'ded to the 

title of rarl of Suffolk, on the dta-h of hi. 
bmt:btr if! Juno I').~ {he became COUIltd'~ 
of SuWolk. At the period' of hu rctuemrot 
.tram cowt, OIC wu 11 .... idowa. btl" hutblll\d 

V.L.l 

h.ving di,d on the 2!hh cf SertemMf 17lJ, 
Ind the elpourffi,ln July ")S. Oet)rgt BerA •. 
ify, fouflh {on of Chari"" fetond wi of ilerk. 
Icy. l~dy Suffolk. Itved 10 3.U "dvlncai ale. 
I1:JI dyinJ: till i767' {I.e lerl no iffut,l\1l olily 
fOIl, ",,'ruch Ole had hv )}C'f iri't 1,W06nd. J~ 1"1: 
in 17H \lnm.irrinJ, ' 

Ou 

LoN Ch<\'. 
lerlic:l4o 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTY·SECOND: 

17 2 7. 

RllmOllrJ of a Change ill AdminijlrQlio,! .-Inlriguts.!tf t_,Tories. PulwuYJ atuI 
Bolillgbroke.-Charnflrr of Sir Spent er, Compton, wko ';1rdints IlJe O.ffi.ce 0/ 
prime Mil1iji".-Conlillttotirm if To'Lt.mfoend and Walp9le t ''hy IRe i llltrveHli (JIl 

if Q14ttlt Carwine,-'1/le good E§eCJ] of her J~elJ" O'!)tt the King .. . . 

r'J""HE news of the king's death -had no fooner reached t.:ondon. than. 
,~ genuai belief was current th;l\t the <ld.minifuation would be totally 
changed. It was creditt=d. that Sir Robert Walpole had irretrievably 0(­

~Ddc:d the new kinSI when vrince of W:lles. as he had been frequently heard 
to protdl:. that when he came to the throne. that minifter (houk! never be 
employed. ~ \ ' 

Pulteney, before their open rupture, had infonncd the prince of \\~ales_ of 
lOme di.frepc:ftf~ CXpr~IO~,.4fc.d on a -former occafion, and told h.im that 
he WI1 fold to his. father s mUlft;ers. by pel'wns who contidered notlung fbut 
tbeEnfclvCl and their own intereft. and were in hafte to make die.ir fortunes·. 
Sac.: their quarreJ, he had undoubtedly exaggerated ' tbi! reprefcntation. 
and, -as he continued an good ternu lot Leicdkr Haufe, naturally ufed his 
Whole credit agai.it Walpole. . 
. BoJingbl'\?ke and the T ories ' had alfo caballed at J..cicefter ~.oufe, 'and 

wen:· fupporttid by the whole weight and inBuence. of the favourite. M rs. 
HC7Nard. Swift .-0, in a lettet' to his friend Dr. Sheridan, mentions the 
naPa of the ·Tories, and the-certain di~niffion ofWaipoJe. ' 
, In faa.' W~ himfelf was at this moment ~onvinctd of his removal, 

and y~t was well fati$ficd t~t hi! esclufion cOO.ld·ftOt be: of long continuance. 
"It:I·conlotmitywith ,thcfe: feotiments,' be faid to bis filend Sir William. range, 
.. I thall cort&i.nJy go o~~;. but let me r«OzptD_e.nd.:~ou not to go iAto vj9-ient 
oppofitioD, u we muft f~D. come in._~~ t t . " . . 

In .thi. mom",,' of p~k ~. }Vain\< w"' defe~ oy many o~ 
IIi$ fricn<h; . ..... Sir.5pcaccr Cooilpt.oo. Whom tbe .king · ha'l"aI~ avowed 
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his ioten6on of appointing minitler, became the idol of the day. But the 
event tum,;d out otherwife, and the public expeCtations were difappointed. 

It is now we]} known, thnt the cOllti rluance of lhe new Ilodminiftration was 
[oldy owiog to the influence of queen Caroline; and w~tcrs of great credit, 
but not acc;luainted with the inferior fitu3.tion of Leicefter Houfe at that 
period. have not (cruplcd to afcribe her patronage of Sir Robert Walpole, 
(olcly to the offers which he m:ltlc to obtain from parliament a jointure 
at i..:. l OOI~O a year, ,,;hen Sir Spencer Compton- could only venture to 
propofc C. 60,000, as if motives of fordid intef(~ft had a/olu induced the ' 
queen to protect the mininer; and as if her oonduCl: was derived from in. 
fiantancous impulie, unconlleCted with any previou'i communication or inter­
courfe. The offer had douhdefs jts due eJfed: i but a number of circum~ 
fiances combined to' jnflu-e~te her in favourof Sir Robert \Valpole. 

The queen was by no means ignorant <CIthis charatler and abilltj~. WhiJe 
he was in oppofition to government, from 1717 to 1720, he had conti~ 
nued in the higheft favour with the prince of Wiles. During .this period, 
a woman of ber good fcnfe, could not fail of diA::inguifhing that capa.city 
for bufinefs, tboCe powers of intel1eB., which mired him to the b&d of flit 
party; and his wife and able conduC\: uparf the failure of the South Sea' 
fchem~, naturally increaCed this prepoifcffion in hi3 favour. . 

He had, in conjunCtion with lord TownThend, gratified the prince of 
Wales, hy obtaining from the king the garter for the earl of Scarborough. 
And count Broglio, tbe French embaffado.r, obfcrve!l· 011 thi! occa6on. 
II That mjnifte'fS not: unfrequently procured places -fur thofe pe.rfons who 
were attacbed to the· prince, from the confidcration that the time might 
rome, when ruch n conduct would turn out- to thei r adyam:<I.~." 

i The duke of De\·onfhire, w'fio had alway' been the great friend and f,,-p .. 
porter of Walpole. half continued on good terms with the prineefs of Wales. 
He had ftrongly 1mpreiTed herwitb knttments of high ·tegarc1 for his IibjJj~ 
ties .tnd minifterial capacity, and had reprefen tcrl him as t'he perfon who had 
principally couifternfted the intrigues or the Jacobites, dircl0vere<i the plot of 
biGlop Atterbury, and whdfe good offiC($ were enel'ltially employed.in pN:~ 
fenring-the family on the tnrone. Nor C3.n l\ fironger proof be alledge4J df the 
helgbt to which this confidentin.l intercourfe was carried. than tbat the ft:1O· 
lution which he ·had 0'ftCt: formed 10 refign. was comlUttnic:lttd by the chd .. ~ 
of Devonfhir; lei It; 'prine';;, nod thot !he'p.rfuaded lliU' to relinquilh {he 
uc4;CO"f, 

• Count Bl"OIlio 10 the kina: of FI1IlC?t S4 -J-1y. 'J340 ~orrt(pondellte. Perind JII. 
t oaOow', Rc-nurks. Caria"polldcntr. l' HiclP.1 • 
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But the principal ClUre which fecured to him the proteCtion (:If tbe queen, 
was bjs prudent beha.vlour in reg,;lrd (Q Mr!>. Ilowan L H e h:uj pcnetra1iolJ 
fuffi4.:icDt to forefec, that G~"Orgc thl' Slco~d would he g\)VCl llCd by his wife. 
whom he adOJlu. and of wlwlc olblliIJ(:~ a.ocJ goud k n!.: he had formed dIe 
llig~leIl I(ka, and not by his mdheh, of \\ !IOIe J ..ldgnH nt bl: nc::ver entertained 
all)' farollrable opiniol1. Tbe miniflcr h¥ i alwa y" li l led the princeE of 
"V.des \\ith (he highdl: re[pea, and d{x lincd jlaying UllllC fo Mrs. Howard;. 
II. mode of l.ondllB.. which, :K.cording to tI.l,; oplrunn uf fuperficiai ob(ervers. 
would ine\1lably bring on bis difgrace, bUI \~hlf h. in effeCt, contrtbuted to 
his continuance in oaice. A cOlltnr), mode ot prou:eding had inlpired the 
queen with an im'incibk averfion to PUll\,!lH:Y. Bolmgbrokc, and the Tories. 
Hence fl)c ufcd all her Influence \\ith tbe king nOl to change the admini~ 
ftration. 

The account of the king'~ den. "'has brought fir{\: to the minifier at 
Chdfea, in a difpatch from lord Townfllelld. who bad accompanied G~orge 
tbe Firft to the contineDt. He inflantly repaired to the palace at Rich~ 
mond. The king was thcn rdired. as was his u(ual cuftom, to his af[er~ 
noon's nap. On being informed that his father was de:ld, he conti~ 

pued for fome time increduloDs, until he was told that the mininer was 
wailing in the antichamber with the exprefs. He at length ftart\.-u up. and 
Dlade bis appearance half dreffedi but he IliH retnined his unbelief. until the 
diij>atch from Townfhend WIlS produced. W3.lpole having knelt down. anJ 
ki1red his hand, inquired whom 'his maJefty would be pleafed to appoint to 
draw up the declaration to the privy council? " COO1pt~m," repIt¢. the king 
with great abruptne[s, and Walpole quitted the apartment undir the maft 
mortifying impreffions. He immediately waited on Sir Spencer-Compton 
with the lUng's commands, wbo, unacquainted with the etiquette and fonll't· 
of expreffion ufed on the occaflon, avowed his ignoraftcc, &neI rcquefted tho 
minifter to-draw up the p,cclaration. Walpole complied, ~d Compton can. 
vtyed it to the king·. . 

Sir Sptllccr CoIapton was fccoad Ibrviving roo of James ..n of Nonhamp­
ton; after having received a liberal education, and . improved himfelf by fo. 
reign tnvcl, he was introdUQC<i into parliament at an early period,. aod de," 
ferted the prilw::iples of his family,. who were 'Fories, by adhering to the 
Whigf. He "'11. made -Curer to Ih< prince of Deumark, ,!!,pointed rna. 
DIgcl for the trial of SacbevCl'dt wli ,chairman In fep! illJlOl1:&nt com., 
mit:ttu of ckL\ioJU aDd privileger. in w}lich he acquitted himl'elf with much 

• 'FroID IanI Orford. 
fatWiLaion.. 
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6.tishKlion, and made h.imfdf mafter: of the {anns and proc~edings of the 
Houfe. At the acceffion of George * Firlt. he was appointed tre:lrurtr to 
the prince of \Vnles; Olnd his conftant adherence to the Whigs, his intimate 
acquaintance with Walpole. his Ilumerous connections, and 3. charaCter' hu 
had acquired for di(patch of bufinefs. (ccured him the place of [pcakcr with­
out oppofition. \Vith that honourable office he united. in I j 21, the pan: 
of paymaJ1:.cr of the forces, and treafurer of Chdf(.'a Hoij)ilaL He wa'§ 
created kn}ght of the bath on the revival of that oTdcl. Compton WJ.S not 
diftinguifhl.."C.I for brilliancy ~ genius, or emillcncc of abililie... HIS formal 
and folemn l,TIanncr contribukd to the fupport of his authonty as li)cakcr, 
and feemed to denote extent of knowledge and profundity of thought. while 
his affiduity in bufincfs, and punCt.uality in accounts, rendered 111m refpc&­
able in tbe opinion of George the Second, who being extremely rcgubr III 
all hi s proceedings, loved reguLarity in others, and dh .. -cmed it one of the: 
man: dlential requifites in a mininer.. Such was the pedon whom Georg.:: 
the Second had feleB:ed j anu. as the monarch was ufually deemed inflex ible 
in his rcfolutions, the appointment feemed irrcvot:ably fixed. 

Walpole. paired the two days which immediately followed the acceJ1ion of 
the new king, in great ngitation and concern, and held fcveral meetings with 
bis friends at De\'onfhire H aute, to confult on the heft mode of proceeding .. 
Scrape -. fecretary to the trcafury. who was admitted to one of thefe con­
fcrence~. defcribed the whole company as wilhout the fmallcfi. expectation. 
abforbed in gloom and conO:ernation. Either the next, or the following 
day, Scrape repeated his vifit to the defponding minifter, and found no al­
teration in his mien and appcalance. He firft encouraged him in genera.l terms 
to hope. and then added reafons for that encouragement, which be had 
from one, whofe name he could not divulge. His friend had informed him, 
that queen Caroline was difpJeafed with Compton, who had been deficient in 
deference and rcfpcCl", and had coqceived a high opinion of Walpole's abi4 
1ity for finance. .she ufcd to converfe with George the Firft IH chapeJ, on 
Political fubjects; and once in particu~ar, having obferved that a want of 
proper funds would oblige him to ditband his Hanover troo~. he re­
plied, U No, for Walpole can convert ftone.s into gold t ." This anec· 
dote recurred to her rel.:oJlection i !he communicated it to the king, and' 
exerted herfelf to abate his predilctlion for Compton, and influence him 
in favour of WalppJc. The truth of the information foon appeared j the 
flueeu was now afiid\loufly employed in removing the prejudices of the king. 
Bhe rep",Cented the folly and hazard of diCrni1Iing • well eftabliJbcd miniftty, 

• }tdjnutn of Strope', Conntfation •• '!Virb iltJll&{t. C!;IINCeondence, Period IV. 
t S" chaptet )P. 
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and of forming a motley cabinet of Whigs and Tori~s; and artfully took 
an opportunity of hinting the imprudence of placing a mnn a~ the head 
of the minifiry, who could ndt draw up the dccl:uatlon to hC' laid-betOre the: 
privy counci l, but was compelled to have recourft" to him who was about to 
be difmltTed j (he alfo hiJ.!!e9. t.o_him, that Sir Robc-rt Walpole had 1\gr\!~d 

to carrr ~h~0"1-gh the hou~~ of commons, an ' augment:ttion of £. 130,000 
to the em) 11ft. 1 ' . .. - . 

Thefe reprefentations had their effefr'; and with them. ml\ny other e3ufe, 
co-operated to change the king's fentiments. Sir Spencer Compton fountl 
himfelf unequal to the weight of go\"ernment, :md was not eager to I:t.ke 
upon him fa refponfible an office. H e wa! convinced, that he couid not 
bea.r up againft the: oppofition of Sir Robert \\' alpole, who Il :l.d fa muC'h 
weight in the houre of c.'ommons, and 'Who would be fupported by the 
united inreldh .. of Newcafi:1e. DC."uIlOlir{', Townlhend, clnd the grealleaden 
of the Whigs. unlces a Tory adminifhation was formed . George the Sccond 
\\I~ :nrerfe to throw llimfclf into the hands of the Tories, and },et could not 
form a new rniniftry, which promircd {la.bilit}', without taking that Rep. 
Pulteney. the only man of great 'Weight and influence among the " 'higs 
in oppofition, was by no means attached to the Tories. and would not have 
he:l.rtily coalefced with them. Bolingbroke was fo extremely unpopular, 
that hi! re·eftab!iffiment in the houfe of lords, and his admiffion into the mi. 
nHhy, wou1d ha"'e o('c:l.fioncd gte.at murmurs and difcontenh among thore 
.who uruany fupported government. L ord Carteret. the only man of :lbi~ 

, lilies who was cordially inclined to join the Tories, had lime paCona! con.t 
fequence, was not the leader of any party, and did not poKefs the fmandt 
intluenti{" in fhe houfc of commone;. 

The fi'tuJ.tion of foreign :lffairs al(o no Ids contributed to confirm the k in "" 
in hb refolution not to remove the millifiry. TIle tre:lty of Hano\'cr Jl.\d b{'('~ 
rec~otly condut.I{'d, and the llf"8otiatiom for the conrummatlon of that al­
liance were in great forwatdncfl>. They ha.d been planned and were con~ 
dutting by lord Townlliend, in co-operation 'With Fr.lncc. The oppofition 
bad warmly rr:uftcd the treafy. and might have introduced a new plan, 
which muft ha\'c dera.nged alld o\'crturned the :vho1e (y{l.cm of foreign poli ­
~ Cardin:ll Fleury, who then governed France, wa .. illtimltely conndted 
with Hor:u:e V{alpole i he had 3.dopted the pacific rcntimcnts wbich intlu~ 
'"ted ·lhe E.glith ubinet, una deprecated tbe cbange of thot (rft.", which. 
ha4 kept Europe in peace fi:rt fo lopg :1 p-eriod. When the news of the king's 
death reached P:uis, Horace WalpOle requcfted and obtained an immediate 
'conference, which took place at. VertJjIles 'Ou the enrl)tng day. In this con~ 

IoC ference, 



SIR. ROBER.T WALPOLE. 

fel'tnc:c, the French minifter conveyed, in the ftrongefi. terms, profeffiom of 
friendDtip ~ Louis the Fifteenth to George the Second; and i,l his own 
name declared hii finn rcfolution to maintain the good underftanding be- "'-__ oJ' 

tweeQ the two crowns. He alfo exprclfed thefe fentimeJilts in a Jetter which 
he wrote On the fame day to Horace Walpole. Immediately :uter the con-
ference -, Horace W:Jlpole quitted Paris, without waiting for Ica~ of ab· 
fence, repaired to London, and delivered hi, letter to the king in penon. 
The king W:1S at firft extremely ditfatls.6ed with him for quitting his na-
tion fo abruptly; but during the (!onrerence. which lafted two hours t. hI! 
gradually Coftened, as Horace Wa.lpole explained, with great addrefs. the re-
lative filuations of England and France, effilced the ill impreffions that he 
had entertained of his and his brother's corltlutl:. and confirmed the fcnti-
ments of the French cabinet. which were contained in the letter from car-
dinal Fleury. Accordingly; the king wrote, with his o~n hand, a letter t 
to the cardinal, in which he dedared bis re[olution to purflle the iame mea.-
fures a~ were purfued by his father, and to continue the fame minifters who 
had conduded thore meafures. 

Under thefe circumftances, the offer which had been made to Compton, 
was the only remaining impediment to the continuance of \¥ulpole. The 
manner of furmounting this difficulty was previoufly concerted. The queen 
having. in the prc[cnce of Walpole, repeated to Compton the intimation tba.t 
tbeking intended to place him at the bead of the treafury i Wa.1pole inftantl)t 
declared his ready acqu'iefcence. and gave afi'urances of his beft affiftance 
and fupport . Compton was extremely affeCted at this inftance of his nuf­
ter's kindneCs, and £bed tears, as he declared his incap;1city to undertake [0 
a.rduous a truft §. 

While this fcene was r-ffing in the c1ofet,. the door of Sir Spencer Comp­
ton's houre in St. James s Square was befieged by perfons of aJi ranks, whf,. 
crowded to pay their 'COurt to the new minilkr. A6 Walpole was pa6ing 
through the fquare in his carriage. ¥ [aid to a friend wbo was with him,.. 
II Did ,you 05Jerve how my hou[e i~ de1erted, and how tbat '<1oor is crowded 
with carriages? To-morrow the ft:ene will be changed: tbat houfe will ~ 
deferted, and mine wilJ be m~ frequeDted than ever." 

.. Memoim de Alontgon. tome .... p. 40r, 
,fOl' . 

t EtoUl.b From Horace Willpole, Period V. 
t nuke vf Ne-wcatflf: re-'Mr_ Robinfon 'a'rIlJ 

me eIIrl of WaldcJf1.'c.. CemfpondCllCC. 
)foc1JOD mentions the cOIlfCftl:lce be.twe-en 

FltNry and Honce Walpole, Imd aBms we 
~rdi lll.t Fleury wrote I. leiter to Ihe tuBg of 
Englilnll; but thi!. lel:er wu to Horace Wal· 
pole. MItI'Minii de Montgon. . 

\ ComOluwcalel1 by Sir RQbcn. WMlpolc 
to biOlop WefioD. Etollgh Papua. .-
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As his continuance in office was the work of the queen, it was through her 
that it was firft made koown to the public. On the firft drawing~room wbioh 
{he held &t Leicefier Huufe. lady W,lipoIc, among other::. , prefc:nted herfclf; 
but as there was II great uowd, and her hufblnd wa" fuppofed to have 
received ins difOllffion, no one retired. till the queen percc1\'ing he r :lor 
fome <.hllance, beckoned to her, and raid, "Therc- ] am fun.: 1 fee a. friend;" 
inftantly the whole company made w.ay . She approached the queen, anu 
.h.lff'ed her hand; her majefly [poke to her in a moft graciom m,tnner, and 
lady Walpole, in relating the anecdote to her [on * • from whom] rc(.civcd 
it, added, ~. and in returning I might have \\<alkcd upon their heads, fa 
eager were they to pay their court to me." 

From this moment Walpole was courted, and Compton in his turn dcfcrtt..-d; 
Ilnd the miniftry, with very few alterations, continued in thclr former OffiLC'S. 
On the Z4th of June, the very day in which Swift faid the minifiry would be 
changed, \VlI.lpolt' was rf"-nrrointed firft 100d commiffioncr of the treafury 
and ch:mcellor of the exchequer, :lJld lord Townlhend :1g:till reccln:d tbe 
{cal of fccret:1ry of flatc . An attempt t was "finally made by the party. 
through Mrs. Howard. to prevail on the kmg to confer an c;ult!om on lord 
&thurft; but that meafurc being.thwarted by the influence of the queen. 
-they re1inquiflled all hopes of fuccefs, and Bolingbroke retired from LOlluon 
in dlfgufi. 

Queen Caroline potfetfed great art in bending the king's mind to the pur­
pofes which his EngliIh mininer thought ad\·antageous and ncceff"ary, and In 
counterafting the Hanoverian cabals. She always affOCted to retire when 

~ the mini(\er carn.e into the clofet, de:lared Ihe dU1 not underftand bufinef., 
and only remained as if to obey the king's commands, and not out of iacii. 
llation or curiofity. She l1C\·er :lppeared to hften; ,nt!:ver g:wc her opinion 
$DIers folicited, and then delivered it with a modefty and humility which 
capt-ivatN and charmed the king. She was extremely fonq of power, though 
"he affell:ed the (ontrary. and pr:(erveq her influence over the king by con­
rummate dlfcretion. She WM a friend to peace, and appreciated and en~ 
forced the pa<;IRc fyftem of Sir Robert Walpole, as tbe only mean1· of pre ... 
(erving the interior tranquillity, a.nd preventing a rebellion j as the great caufe 
.of the national profperity, of the increa(e of commerce, and of the improve. 
ment of manufattures and agriculture. 

The interpd1itJ!:m of queen Caroline, and the affiftance which (he gave t. 
,he miniftry, ia regulating the cOlldud ot.affairs, W;lS of the: higbeil: adVlInt-

4" bolh 10 lhem and rbe roW>tIf. She was nor UftlICCJuainto>l with Ihe 

co.Dftitution 
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coollitutron of England; and jhe often prepared .,.d fmoothed tbe way 
t~5 obtaining the king's conCent to meafurcs which he had firft oppofod, 
becaufe thqr often ran CQuntcr to his .German prejudices, or to his paffi\lQ 
for military glory. 

From the time of his acceffion, to the hoor of her death, the king had 
always appointed her. during his abfence, regent of the kingdom, and In 

act of parliament tN! ~cd for the exprefs purpofe of exempting her from 
taking ,lie oaths. He uniformly exprdft:d as much fatisfatl:ioD, tbat the 
atft:irs of gO¥crmnent were conducted by, her, as when they were condut'l:ed 
by himfe1f; an honourable teLl:imony of his confidence, which {he amply 
meritw by her confummate good fenCe and difcretion. The reliance which 
George ttt.. second placed on the queen, is evidently proved by fome ex· 
preffipns in a letter from Da Cunha, the Portugucfe roinifter at the Hague, 
to Azevedo in London. "As to your journey to Hanover, I have already 
given my opinion" it is certain neither the king will do.any thing with~ut 
the ..queen, nor the queen without the king: and therefore, in poine of dif~ 
patch of bufiaefs, LondOft is Hanover, and Hano .... er is London - ... 

a 

, 
CHAPTER THE THIRTY -THIRD: 

17 2 7-1 72 9. 
H'ttlpole ohl.,ts a" lIlCr(a/e of Ihe Civil LijI, and a JoiJltllTu/ C. t.()o,Ooo I'" 

Quem Ca1YJliIJe.-Met/illg and ProCleamgs of tne /fro! Poritt1»1tn1.-State" 
lite OppofitifJ1l.-I"'por!ll111 Diftulfton on the State of tile Sin/r.ing F,mti "" 
Na1;ontJ/ Dtj/.-Rtport of the Ho.ye of Commons 0" Ihal S"bjeCl.-2'-/u 
Kittg "grlfts to ",ake Charles Stadope a Lord 0/ tire AdmirtJJty.-FfIt'n:­
.Affllirs.-TrttlifaCliolls wil" Spai" and Ife Emptror.-Allia.te wilh 1Jntf/­
'OJick.-dli/...r 1M l'iuJ.,--Congrifs of Soilfont,-'J",wy of S",iO •• 

I N coofequen.ce of!he re-appointment of Townfbend and Walpole, not • 
. fing1e member of tite,cabinet council was removed, excepting the earl 

of .,kley. 61ft lord o£ the admiralty, who "" replaced)'Y Sir Goorg< Byog. 
WCOWlt Toningt<>D ...... confident"" friend of Walpole; and the pOwer of 
the miail\er "as iDanfcd by the nomination of feve",!' of his friends to , 

Vo •. L fubordinAtc 
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fubordil&te oIIi= in lho Ire.rury, admiralty. and other board. or gonrn­
ment. , The wifdom of centinuing the adminiftration, was proved by'~e 
uranim.!ty with which ~tfairs were at firft conduCted in parliament; and the 
acceffion of George the Second, which the Jacobites abroad and at home had 
i:npatiently expetl:.ed as the fignal of a new revolution, took place with the 
m6!l perfeCt tranquillity. They founded their princiPal hopes on the ie· 
nJcwru of the minifter. The fecretary of lord O~ryt hitl obferved to the 
exiled biflmp of Rocbefter, that if the projea to dellroy Sir Romrt Walpole 
was fuccefsful, he had more hopes of feeing the Chevalier reftored, to the 
fatisfaCl:iob of himfelf and fubjects. than from any Alberoni or foreign affift­
ance in the world. Atterbury himfelf' alfo acknowledged that the king 
knew his intereft too welJ to encourage any attempts againft the"fninifter". 
'The. general defpondency which they now teftified, was equal to the ardour 
of their former expea:ations, and (ufficiently proves- that he was confidered 
as the great fupport of the protefiant fucceffion. and the I:fulwark of the reli. 
gion aDd confbtution. 

The-oppotition (eems to have been flunned with the re-appointment of the 
minifter-. whore difgrace they had fondly anticipated, and the bufinefs w.u 
carried through the boufe of CQFDION. almod with perfeCt unanimity. The 
day after the arrival of the exprefs. with official intelligence of the death ol 
George the Firft, the parliment aff'embled in conformity"to the aa; of fettle­
ment, and was prorogued by commiffion to the 2.7th. On that day, the 
king "t:a.1ne to the houfe of peers, and in his fpecch from the throne. after 
apreffing his concern for the death of hi! fatber, his determination to pre­
ftrve the con'ftitution inviolable, and to fecure to ~ his fubjefu the 
fun enjoyment of their religious and civil rights; lie gave his full fanctiofl 
to the late meafures. The addreCs bf condolence and congratulation, moved 
by Sir Paul Methuen. and feconded by WaJpole, was carried without 
oppo6tion. ItWa! drawn up in fuch.terms as fufficiently proved t6at he 
though. himfe1f fecure of.u the illlluenu and power which he bad hirherto 
po/fdfed t. On the gd of July. he propofed that the ~ revenue of 
the civil lift, which produced about £.130,000 more than the £. 700,000 

grant<d to the late king, might be fettled on his majefty during life. Al­
though thi, motion was CQnfide~ as the pru:. of his co.p.tinuance m 
a8icc, yet ftO ODC v~turod to;OPPOfe it, ~pt. ShippenJ who , after •• ,long 
~ ,""ved, tha.t »O.omore !baa b?OO,i>oo IhPl!!d bt utded; but 16 




