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..... "ot fccoaded. the orignal motion patred without ~ divlfion II. 0-
tbf 9th, ia conG;quencc of a mcffagc requeffing the boufe to fettle a join
tUJe on the queen, if (he fhould furvive the king; ~t was unarWnoufly 
agreed that [.100,000 fuould be granted for that purpoCe. On the 
17ft., the king made a fpecch from the throne, in which. after thanking the 
parliament for this mark i>r attachment and affection, he gave another and 3. 

ftronger fanltion to the conduct: of the miniIlers, nnd adverted to the flou
rifhing ftateof the cOWl~ry. The parliament wts then prorogued to the 
29th of Auguft. agQ foon afterwards diffolvoo. Thus was this nlOrt feffion 
of parli:unent conduCted with an unanimity and zeal unexampled in thf) 
annals of thi, country. 

As the fame men were continued in office, of courfe the Came meafures 
were purfued both at home and abr~. At home, to continue the public 
tranquillity, to counteract the fchemes of the J~bjtes, to promote com
meree, to en'c;ourage agriculture and manufactures were the great efforts of 
adminifiration, and in thefe W<dpole took aD active and leading put. 
The new houfe of commons, which aft"embled on the 23d of January 172.8, 
was of the fame temper and difpofition as the laft; and the members in 
favour of adminiftration were foon found to exceed the complement in the 
fqrmer parliament. Sir Spencer Compton, who had occupied the cha". 
having been created a peer, Arthur Onflow was elctl:c:d fpeaker. with an. 
unanimity which could only be infpired by an opinion of his integrity and. 
abilities, an opinion which ·his fultfequent conduCt fuUy juftified. by an able 
:lnd impartial difcharge of his duty, during a period of thirty-feven yeust. 
The fpeech from tbe throne was remarkable for an appel1T'lU\ce of franknefs 
and ,fincerity. The king firft. alluded to the uncertain 6tuation of a.ffaiaJ 
abroad. to the difficulties Which had attended the execution of thi· prelk
minafies with ~n. and to the unavoidable neceffity of not difcontinuing 
warlike preparations; and then, after tbe ordinary profiillions of frugality J and 
willingnefs to reduce the national expenccs, exhorted the common, to take 
jnto con6deration the encouragement of fcamen in general, tbat they might . 
be invited rather than compelled to enter into the fervice of their country, 

• It if a Curioll' ob{a""ltion of SmoUett conded the motion 1 a circumfianu of "hic.1t. 
(YOI ••. p. 1,1 .) "'lIich mull unci to fh~w ",ilh Smotlnt !likes no DociC('. BetnJam alfo ob. 
how ffiuc.h.PlniaTItY .nd inaccuracy he com~ Cer.C!o (vol. t. p. 17:1.) wilb 00 leU inaeC\l~ 
pikIl bit kiltory. T~'" to thefe \'*fIicuJars racy." The ammdmrnt wu ft.i«lcd w~ ~ 
l~, i~ .,. (~ of S~i ) which ~t ",.j".;"," whieh would lead lbe madcr to
'lVCf'e iaOcI4 --Jrocr"u" no WI' !mde. ruppefc, that tbtu was a djvi6on. But in fall. 
'Inn th.1'l'I8fk of d~cencf.... d afide, u there .... no amendment duly lTIOYed .lId fe. 
idle al,ld ",P.ft-wl.·' The ¥ .. as, thl,t 110 • ~onded. ,ud tbe oricinal motion, of courf~ 

, rwpIy ..... made. flat bee.uft· the arrmqrt. paired un""imoully. 
wen 'aDUlfwcrablt, but became GO ~ (e'- t Tindal 
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• confidet1ltlon, h. obferved, worthy of the reprefent&tives 01 • JlOOIlIO ""'" 
.nd tlo"rilhiog in trade and navigation. To this pu,~he propafod &II 

a,:1dition to the fund uf Greenwich Hofpital, a.nd~conc1uded wldl rcc.u
mending unanimity, zeal, and dirpatch. 

Tbi ~ li)ccc.h was heard with general fatisfa8:ion. The addrefs pa1fe4.. the 
lords withou.t Oppofilion j being prefented to the commons for their~.pproba. 
tion, Shippcn i)fOpO[e.d. wilh a view to aft a reflection on the rniniftcrs" 
after the words d1(Jgreen/J1e alld unrertaill }lole of Iy/jtits. to a4d, 41 his MIl· 

ieJI/s acajfilJlt to tilt tlmme. He then took oecarlOn tOtt.j,a.unch out intotbe 
moll: bitter im.'et.l:ives, and particularly taxed the [quadran witb being ufdeJ$ 
and infignilic.ant. for not having rift~d the galleons at Carthagena, and plun
dered Porto Bello. Sir William Wyndham feconded the motion with his 
ufual enetgy" and obferved, that the languid meafures adopted by govern· 
roent, tended oaly to remove the ~otiations from Paris and Madrid '-9 
Cambray, and would not affitt in rcmoVlOg the difficulties into which this 
dilatory mode of proceedina had plunged the nation. But thefe declama
tory objeCtions did not accord with the temper of the llO;ufc j they rather ex
cited fo mudl indignation mlong the independent membcn. that I he oppo_ 
titian did not venture t9 caU for a divifion, and the addrer. was tal n('."d una.
Jrimoully. In fact, this conduct of oppofition, not only difplea{oo th\.. nation, 
hut even hurt their caufeinthe.only court, where it was likely to bye any 
dfe8:~ "For the great objedion which cardinal Fleury bad r.tifed aga,mft the 
c.ou.ntels of England. WP derived .from their precipitancy and violence; ~ 
Bolingbroke had laboQl'ed to imprefs this notion on his partizans. Tht mi. 
nifters availed tbemfelves of this cin;umftance. and in co.rmity tQ.:their in.
~ions, earl Waldegrave. who in the abreace of Horace WalP9lo' conduC'ted 
the ..-&irs of England at Paris, reprefentcd wi,tp due effect to the cardinal. 
that the faine meafures to whic~ he objetl:.ed. as too .p.ro(tl};lt and decifive, 
were ~probated in Eegl~" as deficient in fpint and energy ~. 

The fir(i queftion ,-hic1l, met wit,h ~uch oppoGtion, waa that made by 
HOra£e Walpole. tl\!L £. ~30,9'3 IhpJlld be granl4<l for mainl§ining ",poo 
Heffians ill the Brit~lh pay. In the debate on. ~his DlDtlOn, the m~ity 
{~ to have (irft recovered from their furprife; the Pulteneys and Sir 
William Wynd.h.am Cpoke with great weight -aoo art on & queftion which 
~ beeD ro often difcutfed, and which" RiD 'Continues to agitate the public 
lIli;ad. concerning the expe?i'ncy of ~ .foreign trooP.' into Brili!h pay. 
The &lJUmeot i? &.oji, of the q~OlI' was. in fubftand1f.t~, 1 .. king 
had Ihoug\lt fit to provide ",.fe trooP>. in order to ob/ail> ;.s:;-~ds of the 
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treatyof.Hanover j that they were rei.dy at hand, and much cheaper th;u; Cf,.lpter 33. 
rai6ng national troops; that a ddappointment, from the nefeaion of the king 17%7\0 : it,. 
of Pruffi&., onc of the contratl:ing parties in the alliance, was a fpe ci<l\ rcaJoH ~ 
for their being retained; that time had manifefmd this to have ~cn J. pru~ 
dential meaful'c, it baving prevented a wa:r in Germany; [bat rhe featons fur 
taking them into pay {lill fubfifted, and therefore their continuance was nc· 
~ffary till the inteooed congref~ at Cambray was fininled . 84 divided 
againfl: 2.80·. 

It W&$ at this period, in which "'alpolc, confiding on the fupport of qu,een ' "!,hc oppo6. 
Caroline, took the lead in the adminifirntion. and became in reality the lirH: nol1o 
minifter,' although lord Townlhend ftill oficpfibly retained the name, that 
the oppofition tx-gan to form itfelf into conliftenC'y. and to compofe a firm 
and compact phalanx, whicljl. refilled all the .efforts and influence of the mi
nifters to divide them, and which finally drove him from the helm. 

Until the death of George the Firft, the component p3.m of this hetero
geneous body, which" confiA:ed of a few difappointed Whigs, Tories, and Ja· 
cobites, did not cordially c03lefce. Many of thofe Whigs and moderate 
Tories, who looked up to that event as a prelude to their own admiffion into 
the miDiftr-y.: leept aloof fTom thofe who, &5 being profeffed Jacobites, or 
violent Tories, could not expc:B: the fame fuccefs. But no (ooner had the 
continuance of Walpole in office annihtlatcd their hopes, than the whole 
body becamc compact and united. In this rcJpea, the Whig! became T ories, 
the Tories Whigs; and the Jacobites affumed every fhape which tended to 
promote their vlCW!. by dinrefling government, and haraffing the minificr, 
~ they confidered as the great 4upporter of the houre of Brunfwick. 

The ch.ief aim of the minifter was to comprebend almoO::111 tbe Tories-as 
enemies to the government, by the name of Jacobites, or at J~afl to give 
that ftigma to every one who was not a profeft and known Whig. Wi~t thi!\ 
view, his own adminilhation being "Iturally fupported on a Whig fc;>uhda .... 
t ion, he endeavoured to attach to himfelf all thofe 'who had been dependent · 
on Sunderland. With fame he fucceeded. but not with all; and of thofe 
whom he could not gain, [C\'m1 remained in their employments, becauf~ 
they welle prot.aed by the Hanover junto. This body of Whi!l'. fmall but 
of conftderable eminence., remained his enemies to the time of the king":) 
death, watchingJfor every opportunity to ruin him; and from the aecefIion 
d George the. Second, commenced the oppofidon which became afterwards 
fo IrO\lblefOal< and fi>nuidi.blct. Pulteney became the greot leader of thi. 

ben ofoppo6tion, (ee DaRow', Remarks, Car. 
"'i>-Joo<c, I'<riod IV. 
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body; under him were ranged hi. kinrnUn Daniel Pulteney, Sir John Bamard, 
Sa.ndys, and afterw:uds lord PolwArth, Pitt, Littleton, and the Grenvilles. 
Sir William Wyndh:tm was the great chief of the Tories, and William Ship
pen waS.it che head of [be .facobite!, who did not form lcfs than fifty mem
bl.'r~ . Thore who fupported the minifter were lord Hervey, whofe charaCter 
lind talents h:lve been fcand::Lloufly depreciated by Fopc. Henry Pd.ham, 
:']1' WillY-un Yonge, whom Jahnron ca11s the beft fpcaker in the houle of 
loom mons, W innington. Ilnd his brother Horace Walpole, whore talents for 
negoti:t.tion, indefatigable affiduity in bufinefs, and acquaintance with foreign 
tranfachons, rendered him an able co·adjutor. 

During tiLi ~ feffion, a very important queftion, on the fl:ate of the national 
debt, was brought before the houfe, in which the minifter of finance was 
deeply enga~e'd . In the debates which took place on this fubJeCt:. the op. 
pofilmn ) I,ltl lleclaimed againft the profufe expenditure of the public mo
ncr _ ,They declared, that aJthougb large fupplies were annually voted dur_ 
mg the laft reign, and the produce of the linking fund h!ld been applied 
to the difcbargc of the debt, during a period of almorl: uninterrupted tran· 
quillitr . yet the public burthens were incrtfl/ta in!l:ead of being diminifhed; 
anti they oh(erved. that jf the war with Spain ' fhould continue, and new 
troubles arife in Europe, freili taxes muft be perpetuated to the lateft por
terity, and that the nation muft inevitably fink under fuch an accumulated 
load. 

In proof of thefe :uguments, Pulteney had publHhed a well written pam
pluet, U On the State of the Nation&!' Debt." Many fimilar ftatemcnts had 
appeared in the Craftfman, attempting to (hew, that the finking fund bt¥J. 
been of no fervice to the purpore for which it was originally intended. 
\Valpole knew that this pOlition was defended by the molt able pens, and 
oftcotntioufly fupported by numbers, and laborious calculations, which the 
people could not comprehend. As thefe affertions raifed gTCat clamollrs at 
borne, and had a confidcrable effeCt tbroad, in decrying the credit of the 
nation, it became neceffiuy. tb confute, or at leaft to cootraclid them. 
in the &me pofitive manner in ';'hich they were advanced. With thts view, 
the minHl:.er determined, through the medium of the houfe of CO~DS, to 
make a folemn appeal to the nation rgainft their Jl;atemcnts; and his refo
lption was unwittingly fonrarded by oppoG.tion, who did not know tbat in 
repeating their atto<b, they fuppIied bin> with the very weapons of defence, 
which he cOllki not fo ..uly _ acqWrod without their cODCllll'el1ce. 

In laying before 'the commons an account of the fiaking fund, Walpole 
dedarod. tht finc< '7,6, ;1 had difcbarged above fix millions of the debt, 
but that .. new debt> bad bet. contraCted, the ...nona! burthcns had upon 

+ the 
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.tte b&lance bee" diminiibed about two million! and a half. Pulteney in Chaptet J). 

lleply a«ertcd, that notwithftanding the great merit which fome perfons bad 1717t01729. 

arrogated 4:0 tbemG:1ve. (FOI1l the dtablilhment 'of the Hnking fund. it ap_ '- -,. orJI 

peared tbat tbe debt pad increapJ, inftead of being diminilhed, fince the 
commencement of that pompous projeCt:. To this Sir Nathaniel Gould, an 
eminent merchant, obferved, that he apprehended the gentleman had taken 
thjs notion from a treatife, intituled. " The State of tbe Natjonal· Debt;" 
that if he underfiood any thing, it was numbe~ and that he would 
fiake his credit, to lhew the fallacy of the author's calculations and infer-
eaces. Pulteney defended his calculations,. and added, that he was not at 
prefent prepared to prove his affertions, but lba.t he would do fo in a few 
days, and would alfo flake his reputation on their truth. The minifter fup-
ported the opinion of Slr Nftihanid Gould, e.nd added, that he would alto 
ftake his reputation on the truth of what he advanced -, Walpole now ex-
erted himfelf in preparing fpeci6c Clate:nents of the produce of thet linking 
fund, of the debts which had been liquidated, and of thofe which had been 
contraCted ftnce its eftablilhment7 with a view of fubmitting them to par-
liament on the firft opportunity, which was foon fupplied by tbe leading 
member of oppofition. 

On the 19th of February, the king's anfwer was given to an addref5, re
quelling a fpeci6c account of /'.2.5°,000 which had been charged for fecrct 
fervices; that he trufted the houfe would repofe the fame confidence in him 
as tbey had rcpofed in his royal father; and declared, that a fpecific account 
of the-diiburfements could not be given, without manifeft prejudice to the 
public. This meifage bad no foaner been delivered by Sir Paul M ethuen, 
comptroller of the houfehold, than Pulteney cofe: with great animation he 
inveighed againft futh a vague a.nd general way of accounting for the pubHc 
mone,y. as tending to render parliament infignificant and ufeler" to cover 
embezzlements, and to {creen corrupt and rapacious miniftets: He again 
urged the incrcafe of tbe national debt. and infifted on having that impor
tant affair debated in a. grand committee. The minifier oppafe<! the im
mediate difcuffion of the queftion. but moved" to adjour.&;l. the debate only to 
the 4th of March, when after the examination of the revenue officers, he 
lho)11d be r<ady to lay before the houfe, the flate of the national debt. This 
motion was e&rried by 102 againfr 66 t. 

Accordingly, OIl the 4th of March, the copunons, in a cotDmittee of the 
whole hoof<. cODGdeted the lUte of the national debt, aDd elW1l1nc:d at tbe 
bar die p,cper offi~ of the revenue:. At the conclufion of this exami--

Comrpondence.-

nation, 
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l1ilt ion, with a view to avoid all general cavils, and to reduoe the atr~·rtioni 
(If the adverfaries to a fpecific a.ccount, a motion waa made by the friends elf 
the minifter. " That the monies already applied towards difchargtng the. na· 
tional debt ~ Incurred beforeChriftmas 1716, together with [,. 12.0,435, which 
will be IIfllcu at Lady nay 172.8, amount to £. 6.t'li48,762." 

In reply to this propofition. the minority argued, that for \ the pur6 

pofe of fwell ing the amount of the fums faid to be iffued for the liq"j. 
dation of the debt, the mininer had put down no lefs than three millions, 
which hau been advanced in 1120, to make the irredecmables redeem· 
",hies j and which could not property be caUed a payment of debts. They 
alro mlilled. that he had omitted fC!veral1arge [urns, particularly one million 
f.uicd llpon the credit of the civil lift, and deficiencies of the land tax, malt, 
and other funds. They concluded. that thefe defalcations from the (urns 
paid, and additions to the fb.ndmg debts, would reduce the f.. 6,648,7 61 , 
wh 1("h, accordmg to the boafls ot the miOlfter, was fuppofed to be liquidated, 
to iefs than one third . • 

.\ Valpolc, on the other hand, maintained with no lefs pofitiveners the ac· 
curacy of Ills own llatements, expatiated on the ftate of the nation, and of 
the publ ic debts, explained the operation and efficacy of the linking fund, 
and fupported the motion. The oppofition then propared that the fpeaker 
tbould rd'ume the chair, but this being negati'fed by 150 againft 97, the 
origiaal queftion was then put , and carried without a divifion. 

The minifter having obtained this ,ic\:ory, reCoIved to bring forwards 
his public appeal to the nation, by prefenring ., report from the houCe of 
commons to the king. flating, in certain rtrolutions., the amount of the ruL· 

tional debt, and the fums which had been liquidated by means of the fink· 
ing fu nd. lVith this view, four refolutions were fubmitted to a committee 
of the whole boufe, on the 8th of March i the 6rft of which repeated, in 
tbe fame worm, the motion made on the 4th, that £ .6,648,762 had been 
diftharged. . . " 

The oppofition, recoUetting their former defat by a laI!e majority, and 
feeing that the houf. wholly diftmd from their repmentation., did not 
lay their wonted ftrdJ on the main quenion, but -loudly called again upoo 
the minifter for an account of the fum lately employed in (ecret fettice. 
To thefe clamou ... Walpole made tbeufUal..p1y, that it had ~ .. :r:pmded 
in negotiations too delicate to be fpeoificd. In the IJlidlf of hii tpecch, an 

' ICCOUnt .... t~1>ed by lcrd Towtdhtnd, that tbe con .. ntionwith Spain 
"U f~ at the Ptlldo·. Walpole availed himfelf of this iDionnation I *"<1 
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ccqnail1tin$ the boufe with thCl news, added, U Tbat the nation would.be 
DOW relieved from the burtben of the late expc:nces, and that he could. a(fure 
the members who called (0 loudly for a fpecification of the fccret fervice 
money, that it been e2'pended in 'obtaining the conclu6on of that peace, the 
preliminaries of which w.ere now figned. The defigns of thofe (he raid) who 
had laboured to difturb the tranquillity of Europe, were th\ls defeated; and 
the purcbafC of peace, and the prevention of'war, on terms (0 cheap, were highly 
beneficial to the public." This in'formation [pread general [atisfaa:io~ througb 
the houfe; the queftion was infiantaneoufly callt:d for, and the refolutions 
paiTed without a divifion·. On a fubfequcnt meeting. thefe refelutions were 
formed into a report, which was drawn up by the miniftcr, and laid before 
the houfeJ-t'to be prefcnted to the king. 

This is 3. very ehborate performance t. and defcrvei the ll:.ritl:dl at· 
t en,tion. After laying down the fubJ cB:: of the report , Wllich was to examine 
how much of th~aduiti?na) debt incurred before the 2. 5th of D ecember 
17 I 6 had been difch:uged, and what new debts had been contracted tince 
that time; it proceeds with making (e .. ·cre !efle .. ttions againfl: the arts which 
~ been pr:lctifed to miJ1ead the people in this important Inquiry, (~by 
publilhing and promoting, wirh the greateft indufiry. moll: notorious mifre~ 
prefentations of the true fiate 'Of our debts, and of the provifions made for 
the difcharge of them j and by infufing groundlefs jcaloufies. and infinuation!>, 
as if the produce of the !inking fund had been but little and inconuderahle:. 
or that by wrong and imprudent mea(ures, bad Q:'cooomy, neg\et\:, or mif. 
management, unnccelury expences had been made. and new · debts COll

traCted, that not only equalled, but excec.:ded by feveral millions, the amount 
of the old debts that had been difcharged t." It then ad:opts 3. method that 
is plain, eafy, and intelligible to the meaneR: capacity I by giving, in two tables, 
the amounts of the debts difcharged ~nd incurred linL"c the 2. 5th of peeem
ber 17 I 6, jufi before the eftablifhOlent of the linking fund: 

Debts ineurt'ed (mee December 25th [7 (6, and Gnte 
difcharged 

Debts coatraCted and ~tted fwee December 2. 5th 
I 7 I~, and DOW fubfiiling 

Di1ference. or detrca~ of the national debt 

s. 

;; 

J. 

91 I. 
P"~t March th 1,2t- Corrc:fponcSeIatt. P:o 
riod lII. 

t Tinal, yolo laO. p. _ •• 
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It then gives t1le new debts under the proptr heads of the fcr.,ices (or which 
they were contraCted j and after having related the beglnning. eftabHOlment, 
and beneficial effeCts of the finking fund, obrerves, that by reducing the 
inte.refi: of tIle greateft part of the debts from 6 to 4 per cent, there is a 
faving of one third of the intereft. which is equal to a diCcharge of onc third 
of the principal j and tha.t as the annual pcoduce of the fund was graduaUy 
ral(cd from £.400.000 to £ . 1,200,000. the addition of l .800,ooo, if va
lued at twmty-five years purcbafe, the current price of annuities, would give 
~ real profit to the public of £. 20,000,000. 

It co'ncludes by fay ing. " This is the bappy fiate of the nnking fund. 
taken [eparately. and by itfclf; but, if we call our eyes upon the Clale of our 
public creda 10 general, it mull: be an additional fatisfatlion to U5. that by 
prcfcrving the public faith inviolable. by tbe difcharge of the old exchequer 
bills, and the reduction of the high intereft on all our fi:andin~ debts, the 
whole credit that IS taken on tbe annual funds, for carrying a ll the current 
fen-ice of the year, is and mily be fupplied for the future at £. 3 per cent. or 
Jds, for interea, premium, and clulrges, by exchequer bilb,juft as the occa· 
fions of the pubUc require, without any loans, or being obliged to any per· 
fans, for money to be advanced or lent on the credit of them i and fa far 
is the public from being under the former neceOities of allowing CJ:tr:1vagant 
intereJ4 premiums, or diCcounts, for a.ny money they want, that the only 
canted now among the creditors of the public is, that every one of them de· 
fires to be the Jaft in courfe of payment." 

. ' u Pennit us tben~ moft gracious fovereign. to congratulate your majefty on 
the comfortable profpcct we have now befo~ us, if~ llotwithflanding 
the many difficulties th1s nation has laboured under fince the happy accef· 
fiQn of your rnajefty's late royal father to the throne, notwithftanding the 
unnatural rcheHion which (oon after broke out, and the many heinous plots 
and cooCpiracies which have {inee b,:cn formed and carried on for overturn· 
ing the religioo 89d liberties of our country, and the protdb.nt fucceffion in 
your moftilluftrious family j the m:my difturbance!t which uve .ofen. and 
tile uncertain and embroiled condition of the a6.its of Europe, not a littJe 
fomet\tCd and CACOUJ"I.8ed by the £alfe intelligeooe, a;od malicious infun.~tions 
wag hloW been ioduftrioutly fpread abroad by your majelty's and our eoe· 

, mies, of the: uMify and JCIPleECd Jtat.o of -<Mlr aft'ain at home, _ if' tbat 
had rendered it almoft impo6ib1c for this nation, efftfrually to exert them· 
fel-m in defence at thei, 011'" jua right> and polfeffioas, and for eftabWhing 
and [ecuring t"" public p<a<:eand tranquillity; i~ QOtwidUl.adjagtbeU: &lid 
many other diJlicuJties which .... l.bourod uodor. ",,<I WbiIc lJIe finl<ing fund 
' 4 WU 
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we yet in tts infancy, . and fo much lefs than it now is, we have been able 
to diminifh the n3.tional dtbts fa much ::alrcndy, what ma.y we not hope for 
in regard to a more (peedyand fenfible dllcbarge of them for tbe futule, 
now the {inking fund is. fo greatly increafed, and our public credit in [0 
flouri/hing a condition· ," 

Such was the fubft.ance of this rem:LfkabJc (('port, which W3..'1 carried by 
243 againft 77 t. It was prefented to the king, and drew a. fayourable an~ 
fweT. upreffing his extreme fatisfaction for tbe removal of groundlefs jea
loufies and apprehenfions., for the happy effetls to be derived trom the flou
frilling ftite of public credit, fgr the pt<JVifioll n1.'\de for the gradualthfchalge 
of the national debt, and concluded by obferving. " You may be airured, 
it Jhall be my particular care and ftudy to maintain and preferve the public 
crcdlt, and to improve the: finking fund, and to avoid all occafions of laying 
any new burthens upon the people t." 

The effeCts of the report, both at home and abroad, were incalculably be· 
Deficial to the credit of the rninifiel'. Whatever were the opinions of indivi· 
duals, whatever might be the cavils of thofe who oppofed government, the 
ftalement of the minifter was approved by more thah Iwo Ilrirds 0/ I"e " •• 
liOHl.1 rtprtJetI1(1livu. affentbkd in parliammt, and tMJ folemnlJ Janflioned I;y file 
king. At home the difcontcnts vifibly fubfidcd; abroad the national crtdit 
,was eLtablifhed on {hanger grounds than c\'cr. It was proved. in oppoGtion 
to the clamours of the difaffeaed, that the kingdom could fuppert the ex· 
pencc! of a war. France courted our alliance with redoubkd ardour; Spain 
was confinned ~n her willies for peace; the Emperor and Ruffia ilirunk from 
a conteft: with Great Britain; and the difpatches from Paris, Seville, and 
Vi~ fuffici.~ly anaounced the wetght and influence which<ithe couarets 
of England hsd gained by thc opinion, which now .generally prevaileq in 
favour of her finances. -

In tms feJ1ion occurred one of tpofe difficult and criti.ca.l c~ in'whielt 
Walpole was ~auccd to the rrecoffit, of complying with the will of $be 
fovereign, contmry to his own judgment, or of.refigning. Graat complainu 
had been made of tM etficiency of tbe civil lift. and upon an examination 
of the t'e¥cnge ofIkers, 11 l1Iotion was made by Scrape, fecmary to the trea~ 
fury, that the fu'M; df £. r 15tOOO be granted to his maj~fty, not as a defi ... 
<citIq" f but IS aft .near. It apptarod that tbcte Wa9 no dtriicicl1t)t. ret tbe 
houre ... jeC\ed • IIIOtlGft ro, ;. rceret committee, IIIId patre.\ the .a:, by • 
mtjority of 241 againIl 115. In the lords, the bill met with frrenuous op-
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polition, and thougl\ carried. very ftrong protc!U were entered on the 
Journals, and figned by fourteen peers. This tl1mfacbon gave great pata. 
to Walpole: he IS (aid to hnve ufed every effort of addre(, and rea.foniac 
to dilfuade the pro(ecutton of the demand, fo much as even to offend 
the king. The enemies of hIS admml!hation were not ignorant of hts n:lift
ance, and fome of the leadmg Tories made fecr:,ct propoJru.s to the kmg. 
that If he would d,fc:l.I'd Walpole, they would not 'OlIly abtam the, fum te~ 
quinnl, but add to It £.100,000. Thus circum!b.nced. the minifter re
luctantly complied, and fubJected hi, character to much obloquy·. 

This in8exlbility of George the Second.expofed Walpole ndt only to 
many difficulties in his pubhc career, but to many unmerited reproaches 
in J1I5 charatl.ar, as a man of veracIty. Great embarraifmc:nt to a mmifter 
muf\. be derived from the occafional reluctance of the [overelgn to con
firm the promifes made to indiViduals of particular offices, dthe( of honour 
or trull j and on tu(..h occafions. he natur.-illy mcors the blame of eitber 
indifference, negitgcncc. or duplicity. Thus he had not been able to obtain 
for his friend the duke of Dcvonthire the prtiidentflilp of the counciJ. 
which high office was. by the interpofition of Sunderland, conferred on lord 
Carleton, who, fince bis elevation to the peerage, had feldam voted with the 
Whigs. 

But perhaps no failure affected him more, or caufed more reproaches, 
than the refufal of the fovereign to make Charles Stanhope, elder brother 
of the earl of Harrington, a lord of the admiralty. Tbe real ca.ufe. of the 
kif\g" non~compliance. arQfe from his averfion to Cbarles Stanhope, which. 
was difcJofed to the mini/t:c:r, under the ftnCt.eft inJunB:.ions of fecrecy. 
Gecnge the Second had found , among his father's papers a.o.d letters ... me: .. 
morial from lord Sunderland. written In the hahd of Chades Stanhope .. 
hicWy e.l:preffive of ~rong diilJke to the pnnce of \Val.e5, and recommending 
the adopt:~n of the: molf violent me;lfur,es ngainft hlnl. The perufal of this 
paper excited the higheft indignation at well againft the merPory of lord 
Sonderland, as againft tb. fccrtUry who bad written it. In regard to Charles 
Stanhope, the king declared, that no confidc:ratioa Jhould induce him to 
aflign to bim any plUlt of truft or honour; and be kept his word. For 
ften Sir Robert Walpole efpoufed his intercft with much ardour, he of .. 
feodecl the king. who rejeCted the applica"ion, with fome cJ:pR:fIioDs cS re • 

. {CDtmcDi agaioft the IIlirufter {or having =ndcd him t . 
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'Vhen George the FirA: left Englar,rl, things worc the appearnoce or a 
general. pacification. In \'irtue of the preliminaries {igned by the Imperial 
and Spanilh embaffadors, a courier from Spain was hourly ex-preted to an
nounce, that the liege of Gibraltar was raifed, and the prizes reftorecl. But 
the death of the king put a momentary fu(penfion to there hope!. 

Philip received the preliminaries on the loth of June, and before he iff'ued 
orc.lers in conformity with hi s prcmifes, the news of that event arrived. 
The: acceffion of the new fovel'eign had been announced by the J:lcobites 
abroad, as likely to meet with numerous obfbcles, and at all events, it 
was (uppo(ed that the helm of government would not be direeted by fa 
neady a hand. when T ownl'hcnd and Walpole were removed. UDd~r 
thefe impreffions, P)1ilip, infpired with the: 'hopes of breaking the ftricl al .. 
lilnce between France and Enghnd, and of again engaging the Emperor 
in his fupport, while he affctl:cd to agree to the terms accepted by his 
embaffador, delayed, under variou~ pretences, to raife the firge of Gibral
tar, and to reftore the Prince Frederick, a Chip belonging to the South Sea 
oomp-<lny, which had been feized under the pretence of (.'arrying on a con
traband trade, 

The Emperor juftified this condua. by declaring. that the king of 
Spain was not obliged by the preliminaries to take thofe ft~ps; and by his 
preparations, gave unequivocal figns of intentions hoftile to England. 
The only metbocl therefore of bringing Philip to rearon, was to attack his 
ally in Gennany, and to purfue ruch vigorous meafures as might deter 
the court of Vienna from fupporring Spain by invading the electorate 
and the United Provinces. the only parts in which the allies of Hanover 
were '(Uinerablc, and which the EngHfh would be bound in honour to de .. 
fend, This meaCure was ftill more necelfary. becaufe the conventions mada 
by the Emperor with the ele8:ors and princes of the Tpire, and the fu~-
6dies which he was to pay with Sptnifh money, tn virtue of thofe COnTen

tions, were not expired. The a.llies were, by the management of the courts 
of Vienna and Madrid, in the fame {tate of uncertainty as~ to peace or war, 
as they were before the preliminaries were 6gned. 

Among aU thefe conventions made by the Emperor, none had a more 
fatal ten~cy than that with Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel. The Emperor had 
a1ready drawn the elcdors of Mentz, Cologoc, Trevcs, and Bavari~ and 
the.. Eledor Pala.tine, int~ his intereft, His near confa.nguinity to the prince 
of Saxony, kemed t? fccure to him, at leat\, the neutrality of that proteftant 
eledoratc; and he had found means to draw off the king of Pruffia, by the 
pt>mif. of guarantying to him the fucccGiob of JIcIg ODd Ravonllcin. In.cafe 
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rciud ]V, of a rupture, he had fecured Mentz as a place of arms, which gave him the 
J717to1 HO. command of Suahi:1, Franconia, and the Rhine. 
• """'" J The' ElcC\or of Ment.z hao already permitted him to put & garrjfon into 

Erfurt, which, by its fituation, made him in effd'l: maficr of Upper Suony : 
but fi:ill Lower Suony, in which circle the dominions of Hano .... er Me fitu
atcd, rcm:lIncd inacceffible. till he found means to make a treaty with the 
<.luke of Rlunfwick 'Wolfenbuttel. by which he was to grant that prince a 
iubiiJy of [,.200,000 florins a year. In a (eeret article of that treaty, it 
was f:uther ftipulated, that the conjun8.ure of affp.irs requiring it, clofcr cn
g:igcOlcnts fhould be entered into belween them, as well for augmenting the 
duke's fubfidies and troops. as in relation to the town of BrunCwick. In 
wllfcqucnce of this convention. another [ubudiary treaty was opened be-
1ween the court of Ruffi3. and the duke, under the influence and dircCl.ion 
of the Emperor. H3.d he been permitted to garrifon Brunfwick. not only a 
f.ltni dililUion wuuld have b":~l1 IJroduced betwc:en the branches of the 
ling's fJ.miiy. but the fituation of that place would have enabled the Em
pt'ror to pour into the elettorate his own troops, as well as the 3°,000 men 
which. by th e treaty with Rullia, were to have been introduced into lht! em
pire, nnller pI'cteoct: of recovering Slefwick. for the duke of Holftein; the 
gre3tcr p.lrt of Wcftphalia would have been laid under contribution, even to 
trye frontiels of Holland j and the kings of Denmark. and Sweden would 
h:1.ve been kept in awe, by being forced to provide for the fafcty of their own 
poffeffions on the fide of Germany 

10 this d3ngerous fituation of affairs, when the king's German domioions • 
.and through them the United Provinces, were threatened by the combined 
arms of Aufiria, Ruffil1., and Pruffia, and when the poffeffion of BrunC
wick, as a place of arms for the allies of Vienna, would have I.·nabled the 
Emperor to penet,nlle into Lower Suouy, and bring on a general war, 
a t~aty was negotlted and coccluded witlfthe uuke of Brunfwick Wolfen
bu~tel, which put an inftant cbeck to the -views of the Emperor, and to the 
llopes of Spain. This treaty, nego~iated between lord Towuihend, and count 
Dehn, the confidential minUicr of tbe duke of Bruufwick., WilS Ggaed at 
Wolfenbuttd, on tbe 23d of November' 17'17' It fiipulated .. renewal of 
the family f:ompa8:. a.o::ording to the treaty of the ' 6th of MV 166_I;by 
,which Bruofwick was to be kept fOrllje COIlUllOD fafety of ,the-bowe of Lu
nc~bu<gh. and not deUvered up to ""yother power; a mlll!l"1 II""""ly W 
dominions; m\lt~al amfta.ncc in care 0( attack t a fub6dy 0(1,.25,000 a 
year. during four yean, to Ill< dulr.o of tlrunfwick. who ,... to tiJrnilh atleaft 
5.000 mon., . This treaty. if confidered in its geoeral ~..,d ttocknc;y to 
th~ 'pacific&tian of Genn.&ny, was a mader-piece of pOlicy: it united the: two 
branch .. of the hour. of Lunenburgh, who bad been' long at variance; and 

by 
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by preventing the progrc:fs of the Imperial ant\!l, raved the ele8.onte of Ha.~ 
newer from hoftile inroads. 

Thefe prudent and vigorous rncll.(ures had the effect for which they were 
clefigned. The Emperor was reduced to a fiate of inaCtion j and Spain, un
able to maintain an unequal conteil. with the allies of Hanover, rub
mitted with reluB:a.nce, and ratified the preliminaries of peace at the Pardo, 
a royal palace near Madrid, in conformity to a declaration [etried between 
Horace Walpole and card.inal Fleury. and made by count Rothembourg, the 
French minifter in Spain. ]n confequence of this act, the congrefs of 
Soiffons was held, where the plenipotentiaries of all the powers concerned in 
the late troubles werc aff'emblcd; and although nothing materhl was tranf
atl:ed. yet the negotiations were man:tged. on the part of the H,mover :lllics, 
in ruch a manner as to create a di"ifion between the courts of Vienna and 
Madrid. The projeCt of a ptovifional treaty, negottared betwee.n the lmperia1, 
Britifh. and French plenipotentiaries, had (0 alarmed the king of Spain, and 
created fo much uneafinefs in the queen, that they required from [he Em
perOT a pofitive declaration on the [ubject of marrying the two archduchcffcs 
to the two Infants of Spain, and his refural to explain himrelf, exci ted 
their rereotment to ruch a degree, as to give England and France an op
portunity of detaching them from the Emperor. 

The breach being now made, a reconcihation fpeedily took pbce between 
the allies of Hanover and Spain. Philip facrificed the Emperor, as the Em
peror, by declining to co-operate in thl:: fiege of Gibraltar, had facrificcd 
him, figned the preliminaries at Purdo. and concluded. at Seville, the 29th 
of November, with Great Britain and France, a treaty of peace, union, and 
mutual rlcfence. This treaty. bcfidcs the reftoration of peace, and 'he re~ 
newal of all fanner treaties between Great Britain and Spain, fiipula.tcd the 
introdu8:ion of fix thoufand Spaniards, infiead of neutral troops, as fr)CCified 
by the quadruple alliance, into Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia. for fccuring 
to Don Carlos the eventual fuccetlion to thofe duchies. ill cafe the reign. 
ing fo\'ercigns fhould die without ifflJe male; and if tbe Emperor would not 
acquierce. forcible means were to be ufed for effe~uating the introdu8::ion. 

In retum for this fingle article granted to Spain, Great Britain obtained 
immediate 1edre6 of fame grievances, the promife of recirefs in others, new 
guaranties of ~ her poffeffions, and of all her rights of trade,. and a tacit ex· 
cliIfi~n of any claim. to Gibraltar, upon which to be filen,t, after the' cla
morous demands 1Mde by Spain, wou the fame as & public renun~b,tion - . 
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Allhaugh Walpole fuffered the, negotiations ta be otlenhbly managed by 
Townlhend, and feemed to take no part in the various tranfadions, yet he 
watched with a jealous eye the progrefS of the bufineCs. In the fecret cor
rcfpondence which he conftantly heJd with his brother Horace, whore .opi
nion had a great influence over Townlhend. he direCl:eu aU his aih'ice and 
views (Q the final eftablilhment of peace. He was on the one hand equally 
fluclious not to offend the Em~ror beyond hopes of reCO''i'ery, who be well 
knew, in cafe of a reconciliation between France and Spain, could alone in 
future prevent the aggrandj(ement of the hou(e of Bourbon, and on the ot!ler 
iide, was equally anxious to facilitate an 'accommodation with Spain, for the 
fake of refloring the Britifh commerce, which h:u:l received a deep blow from 
tbe rupture with that country. The treaty of Seville, was indeed principally 
owing to his interference or direfrions j and Townfhend's repugnance to thi<i 
plan of pacification, was over-ruk-d by tbe prudence and diCcretion of his 
'Colleague. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-FOURTH: 

DtbaUJ iN Pnrliammt 011 a fuppofed Pro",ife tf Crorlt tIlt Filjllo rd/ore Gi
iJra/lar to Spajll.-Mij/a}:es gtntrally tllltriabud on thai Su/dtB.-T,ut Sial( 
rf FaEJs.-CqnJull of lite Rtgenl.-Of Ihe King and Qllttn of Spain, tJ"tI 
il1 COlljtqJlt1flts. 

I N ' the midA: of thefe tranfattions, an outcry .wa:s falied . againft admi
nutratioJl, for having degraded the king, and difgraced the nation, by 

breaking :l promife made to Philip the Fifth, for the reftitution of Gibral~, 
which, it was urged, .had indUced that monarch to accede to the quadruple 
alliaace; and thctdilrc 'be war .... 1l,IIjuft on 'he part of England, be
caufe he only c1aUncd his pgbt in virtue of that promife, and offered to 
commence a. negotiation for- peace. when it was fulfilled. To thefe affer
,ioos Walpole nplied, ,bat tbe promife having been given .. ben he .... 
Dot iii adJBini1lntion, be WI$ in no refp<:a: ...rwerab~ f~ it; -but that 
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if it bad ev~r OOen made. he durft aver, that it was conditional, and rendered 
void by the refufal of Sp.1in to comply with the terms on which it was 
founded, and that whenever the performance of that ~reemcnt was men· 
tianed to him, he always m:lintained ihat Gibraltar Olould not be gr.llllcd 
without tbe conrent of parliamenl·, ' Vhen Sandys {noved. .~ for ad
dreffing the k.ing to communicate to .this houfe, copies of the declaration, 
Idter, or engagement, all which the king of Spain founded his peremptory 
demand for th~ reftitution of tbit fottrefs," he was leconded. and ftrenu~ 
ouay fupported by Sir William Wyndham, Hungerford, and Pulteney, who 
lOOk. nqtice of.& letter written in 1 p . r, to one of the Emperor's plcnipoten. 
tiaries at Cambrny, wherein a promifc of. ceding Gibraltar was expr~rsly 
mentioned; but they were oppoted by Henry Pelham, Brodrick" Horace 
\Va{po{e, and Sir Robert Walpole. who (aid, that the communication of the 
declaratiolit or letter W~ altogether impraCticable and unprecedented; the 
private letters of princes being almoft as facred as their very perfons t. 
, But although this remark at that time iOlpofed a refpetlful filence on the 
houfe of commons, yet the quetliQn was again revived ill' the upper houfe. 
and the ktter being produced, fome of the Jaros in oppolition moved the 
re[olution. U Thai effeCtual care be taken, in the treaty then in agitation, that 
the king of Spain do renounce all cb.ims and pretenfions to Gibraltar and 
Minorca, in plain andftron.g terms," But the motion being overruled, aqo· 
ther was carried. "That the houf~ relies upon the k.ing far preferving the un· 
doubted right to G ibraltar and Minorca." This refalutioll being fcnt down 
to the commons, lord Malpas propafed and carried aa ,addrefs for a copy of the 
letter to the king-of Spain; which being laid before the houfe, a. warm de. 
bate enfued. Many fevere rcfie.dions were levelled at thore who advifed the 
king to write fucb. • letter, ., implied, or at Jeaft was confJCIered by the 
Sp3niards as fignifying a pofitiVe pramifc of giving up Qibtalt:lr, and was 
therefore the princip&l occa60u of .the kiDg of Spain's refCDtment, and of tb~ 
difficulties in promo~lng a pacification. To there inlinuations, Walpole re
plied as on t~e fOtm(f occa6on., and added. that thl? letter did not (ootain illy 
po6.tiv~ promife; and that· effeCtual care had been taken in' the prefellt bC

cotiation 10 recut< the poffeffion of Gibraltar. But the party in oppofiti.,. 
dedari~ tbcm'fcJns .difi'atisfied with this espl.m3.tion and aftfwet, moved 
... apditi!>n to ,th,p lII'folut;"n of the lords, lhat all pr:etonfUlDO·on tAt port of 
Spoil> to qif:llllll,lt4l1d Minorca, Ibould be fpecifiCAlly gi."" uP; but th • . 
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queftion being'Deg.lttved by J, large majority of 156 VQices. tile: rofoJutiolt 0( 
tht; lords was carried without ol (hvifion. Thus ended this bufinefs in. parlia
ment, which had created fo much iii· will, and occafioned fo many falfe re .. 
ports at I he tUllC, and which has (inee been mi[reprefented by thole. who in ... 
culpak: lhe 1111n1fler for breaking a promife which he never made, and fC1r 
viobting the nationa] honour, when, in facr, he defended ami fupported it. 

Although the bufi[lcfs was thus concluded in parliament, yet the atrer .. 
tions of the rrunifter did not fatisfy oppof'lioD, and as the affair was again 
renewed in the Cr.tftfman, and otber periOdical publications, with inereafed 
r.a.ncour a.nd exaggerated invective, to whidll. Walpole ,never condefcended to 
make any toply, thefe invc:8:ives have been adopted by fubfequent hifio· 
rjans with no lees afperity. and have been confidcred as authent ic facts. Nor 
is this mifreprefentalion confined to the authors of this country: Many of the 
french Miter.; o.re totally mifb.kf"1l in the account of this negotiftion, in af. 
krting, that George the Flrft promifed unconditionally to reftore Gibraltar. 

Thus,. particularly, Anqueul prc:fumes, that in the peace which Spain can· 
,Iuded with France and England in 1120, there was a [ecrct arti~le by which 
Ute ItiJlg of England promljca 10 rejJore Gihallor to Spain i and he grounds 
this prcfumption, not unfairly, on the two following paffages from the Me· 
main of Villars. March 10, 172-7: The pope's nuntio at Madrid, wrote to 
the nuncio in France. that the king of Spain offered to agree to the rufpen. 
fion of tae trade from Ofrcnd, and at the fame time demanded Gibraltar, 
i#1.!iffill.g tl/allhc rejiJluJioll of il IuJd bero prfmlijtd bJ tht kir1g of &g4I."tI. No· 
vtPlber 2, 172,7: Count Rothembourg. the French embaffador at Madrid. 
relf\t~ that tbe qUl!Cn of Spai~ complained of tbe Englith, and fpeaking of . 
Gibraltar, took ont an original letter from the king', cabmet, in whic" Gtorgt 
Jilt Firjl prrmliftd INt rtjlilflli01f of Gibraltar -. As therefore the accounts 
given of tbis tl'J.GfaC\ion are in geot:ral erroneous, and as the inquiry itfelf 
if not uniotuefting.1 Atall date a fWI'ati .... of the negotiations relative to the 
rtftitutioA Of Gibraltar. drawn from authentic docwDent~. 

In '7'~. George tha Firft, lOr .he purpoe. of a"'ditrg. rupture wi.l> 
Spain, gave run powen to tbe regent" duke. of orleans, to offer the rdlora
..... of Gibraltar; the hoftiliti .. whicb foUowed, &IUIulled .he promire, and 
afterward. the kins of Spain ""ceded purdy 8Iid Rmply to the quadruple 
~ij ..... with""'(lIipuIatina the c'diOA. ·The regent, ho_, with. _ 
tp'liqjIoti.", him!elf wid. th& , kiag-Qf~. lad to promote the double 
....,nag. between the two infants ADd his two daugbtm, ~tod,ly lOIlewe<i 

• T4L a. p_+", See auq Be¥bam'1 HHl«yJ "oS. I. P,"SI. 
~ .' th& 
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t"e offer irt the name of George the Firft, and infpired Philip with tbe moll 
fangoine hopes of recovering fa important a fortrc[o; .... There expc&ation.\ 
bcingtlrged by Philip with grc:lt warmth, and with iittle difcretion, obliged the 
king to declare that he did not cOnfider himfclf as bound h)' his formFr condi
tional promife. The regent being reproached by the queen of Spai n with abreach 
of his word, dift>atched the count de Sanct(, ITe to England, to rcprcfent the 
dangerand ddiClcyofh1sfitmttion. He declared, that he confidercd the king's 
promife as full and pofitive, and that he would :lS Coon con rent to'his ultef ruin, 
as to the difhondur of failing in fa public an engagement. Thefe ftrong exprcf
lions from the regent. who had proved himfelf fa faithful an ally. and whofe 
affiftance in difcovering and counteracting the fchemes of the Jacobites was fo 
necetrary, perplexed the kipg, and induced him to ufe his utmol\: endeavours 
to gratify him and the king of Spain. \Vith this view, earl Stanhope founded 
the difpofttion of the upper houfe. by infinuating:ln intention to obtain a Din, 
empowering the king to difpofe of Gibraltar, for the advantage of the nation. 
But this hint produced a violent ferrftent . The public were roufed with 
indignation ~ the fimple (ufpicion, thac at the dofe of a fucceCsful war, un
Junly begun by Spain, fo important a. fortrefs fllOUlcl be ceded. General 
murmurs were at the' fame time excited by a (cport indufuioul1y circulated by 
appofidon, that the king had entered into a pofitivc cn'gagement far that 
purpofe i virulent pamphlets were publilhed to alarm the people, and to 
perfuade them rather to continue the w:tr, than to give , up Gib,raltar. The. 
minHl.ers were compelled to yield to the torrent. and to adopt the prudent 
relOlution of wa\·irtg the motion. left it fllC7Uld produce a contrary ctr<!<.'l-. by & 

hill, which mighf forever tie • up the king~s hands. The interference of France 
in this atrair, add tne extreme e8gernefs to obtain the reftitutiao. was of 
great detriment. ' The alarm was indeed fo ftrtmg. that (ufpicions we're enter· 
(ained that the regent was meditating the defertian of the alliance with ,Eng
land, and made ' Gibraltar a preteXt to juftify a. change of (yficm. Thefc, 
apprehcnfions induced the king to fend' earl Stanhope, t~ Faris, with.& view 
of rtpre(enting the true fitu4tion of affairs, aDd to ~te the ~pUlarity of 
the meafuIe, 'and the impraCl.icability of carrying it againR~ tbe gcnew fcu,fe 
~f the p«>pIoo. 1'1>< lette, which Stanhope conveyed from the .king to the 
~etlt on thls occat:wn. was firm, difcreet, and fatisfad:ory. He a.cknow· 
ledgod th:rt be I!iul lIwle tbe ofrer of ceding Gibraltar, lOlely Y{itb • vje., 

R. , a 

Ch:lpter H. 
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of preveonting the rupture, and that Spain might have oht:1.ined it, Iud (he 
t.hen a.cccded to the prepafed conditions. But it was now too late to revi: .. e 
the demand. as the king of Spain had proved himfelf the :1ggl'dfor. It never 
could be undcrfloocl tbat a voluntary offer of this nature, to pre\'ent a war, 
w~ binding a~ a preliminary of peace. He concluded by obferving, that he 
had never given his confent, fincc the rupture, to the renewal of the offer, 
and had ' received no communication from the regent of any ' intention to 
bring it forward •• The duke of Orleam was fully fatisned with this repro
(cntation. He owced, that although he could not avoid continuing to prefs 
tor the rdl itution which he hold fa folemnly promifed in the king's namC', 
yet that he would employ every indireCt means in his power, to prevent its 
being iooifcrt'et ly and improperly urged,lmd te!tified his refolutioD to make 
a·fc:para.te pea-ce with Spain. . 

The king, howc'I.·l't, heing fiill inclintd Lu gratify the regent, if he could do. 
it wi.tbout difobliging his fubjeCts, referred the object of dilpute to the con~ 

. grefs at Camhroy. hoping (hat in the courfe of negotiations, the SpaniOl 
plenipotentiaries might urge fuch motives "nd argumellts in its favour, as 
would inftuence the parliament and people t . Under the fame imprcr
fiom, he made another effort. By his order, earl Stanhope wrote to fecrc~ 
tary Craggs, to lay 'before the lords juflices the advantages which would 
refult (rom c«ling Gibraltar for Florida, or the eaftem part.of St. Domingo, 
and (or certain commercial advantages. This propofal being laid before the 
'CouneiI, lord Townfhend at firft warmly oppofed, but finally agreed, if a 
fuitable equivalent, par.ticularly F1brida, could be obtained. Accordingly~ 
the ceffion reemed ultimately determined, if it met with the approbation of 
parliament. But the obfi:inacy of the king of Spain, reDdered tbis. proporal 
incffedu~l. He declined yielding Florida ·in exchange, noel inGfied on Gi
braltar wjthout gi ... ing any equivaleot t. Thj~ claim on his part was Co 
wannl1, and repeatedly infifted ad, as t~i..odifpcnfable n;quifite for ~cedjng 
to tht; terms of pacification. that it was deemed aprudcnt art of policy not to 
retard the conduiion 01 peace, by a politive demat Philip having requefl:cd. 
as IUl oftenfible. v.indicalion of the peace, which was reprobated 'in SpaiD 
as highly difhonotlrableJ alettet conveyrQg a. promife of reftonng Gibraltar,., 
George the Firl1: compliod, and exp",lfcd bimlOlf with great di(erelion <>n 
Ibis. delicate (ubjeB:. • I >10 Ioni:.<'" -r.."" (he obCervcd) W alfuJe your 
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~jefty of my rtadinefs to fatufy you with r~rd to your demand, touch. 
iog 'he reftitution of Gibraltar, "POIl the !DDti"l of 011 tqui1/4/~nt, promiting 
you to make ufe of the firft favourable opportunity to regul&te this article, 
with confent of my pa.r1iatficnt." When tbe Britifh minifter delivered this 
letter, both the king,and queen o( Spain made fo many objcttion~,particu
lady to the word equivalent, that at his fliggeftion the king conlcnted 1.0 

write another letter, in which thofe words were omitted, under the full 
conviction that the letter, even in that mutilated frate, left the affair 
en~irely to the parliament, who might rt:fuCe to part with Gibraltar upon 
:lily terms; or jf they agreed to the teffion, might equally in(i{l upon an 
equivalent -, 

This was the memorable letter t. which was the caure of fa much ob
loquy. Philip confidercd it as a. pofitive promife, and his minifier in
fifled upon a pure aDd fimple rdl:.itution, without any equivalcn t. The 
king of England. on the contrary. alrerted th:1t the ceffion muillolcly de~ 
pend on the conlent of parliament t which would not be eafily obtaincd. In 
the midfl of thele claims on one fide, and counter declarations on the other. 
which agitated tile plenipotentiaries during two years, the ditrolution ot the 
marriage between Louis the "Fifteenth and tlie Infanta, occaflOned, the ru~ 
ture ben ... cen France and Spain. P:\ilip broke up the cOllgrefs at Cambray 
without having ;,greed to th! preliminaries. and the qucftion of Gibraltar I't:

maim:d undecidl!d. After ineffcet ually endeavouring to d~tach EngL:l.nd frotn 
FJ!lnce, and wbilft he was fecretly preparing for a reconciliatlon with the 
houfl! of Aunria. he. renewed his claims, ao.d actompanied them with bitter 
reproaches. 

In the nUdft of thefe altercations. Rtpperda. having p\lblicly dcdared at 
Vienna that England would .. be compeUcd ~o fellote Gibrallar. colonel 
Stanhope Wab commanded to obtain an immediate ack.nowJedgment from 
Madrid, whether this declaration of.Ripperda was made bf orderror funply 
on his own authority t. Tbe king .of 5pf.io, and his fira minifter GrimsJd~ 
both replied-. that. Ripperda had furpaffed his orders, in faying that a. rup
ture .ith England would enfue" unlds Gibraltar was refiqrc:rl; and Stan
hope was defired (0 acquaint hi' court with this declaration. Stanhope pre
pared 'bis ~ch, and tile courier was on the point. o( taking his departure, . 

• Dl(patl;h from WilrUlm Stanhope to lord 
ClI'tlem, AraDjuet;t May !I9t 17~1. Hard
wide Papets. 

t Thit IC1Rds printed in the JO\Irnali cf _1sIIk and commons,. jn We PoIitiul. State 

of Ellrope. Hillorial Regiiler, Chandl". and 
Tindal. wilh an omiffion of the words marked 
in lIalk •. 

t Leem from Colonel Stanhope to lor4I 
T nwn.!bcud, July,;, J.l&S. 
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when he received a lei teT from Grimaldo, jnforming him that the ctmnnUl
tion of the friendfhip and commerce between England and Spain, would de
pend on the [pecoy compliance with this dem.,nd. On inquiry. he found 
that tht· caufc of this fudden change in opinion,.proceedcd from the newl 
juft brought of the I11tific:ltion of the trcaty of Vienna. In faa . both the 
king and queen of Spain were fo lIU1e acquainted with the conftitution and 
temper of the Euglifh nation, that the)' infilled on an imtntdio!e reftitution 
of Gibra.ltcr..as the only means of avoiJing a rupture. Againfi this extrnor
din&iy demand, Stanhope temonftmted in an lludience with the king and 
queen of Spain; he declared. that they inliA:ed upon an impoffibility, lince 
wbat they required could not be eftet\:ed without confent of parliament; 
whereas there was then no parliament affemblcd, nor could poffibly be :If. 
fli:mbled, before thcking's return to England in the fpring. "No," faKi the 
queen, U Let then the k ing youl 1I1;1.f\.cr rctwn prclendy in[O England, and call 
n parliament exprcfc:,ly (or this purpoJc, it being no more than whar we might 
expect from hrs friendfhip for us; and I am a.1fur.edly and pofiti,'eJy informed. 
that the matter once fairly propafed. woulQ. not meet y,fit h one negative in 
~ithcr houfe: let this iliort argument be once J]lo,de ure of; either give lJP 
Gibraltar, or rour trade to the Indies and Spain, and the matter, I will an
fwer for it, won't admit of a moment's debate·, .. 

The confequenc-e of 'this infolent and pertmptory demand being 3 refu(a1 
on the part of England, Philip commenced the liege of Gibraltar. and 31-
ledged as an excufe for the aggreffion, tbe brea(;h of promife on t'he fide of 
George the Firft. Wben the deftnion of the Emperor compeUed him to ac
cept the preliminaries of peace, he dogged the negotiation by renewing hi" 
claim!> 0,0 Gibro.lt.ar, llnd fumifhed the oppofition in England with matter 
of reproach to the minifter. whe juftified h~felf in Fiiament. The ob· 
jel.'t of Philip was to bring the difputc before the congrcfs of Soifi"ons j that 
of the Eagliih plenipotenriarica WI5 to" prevent it. The prudent manner 
in which they fuccceded in [bat defisn, dbet honour t9 their diplomatic 
.bititi .. ; aad the treaty of SCYilIe ........ J ha,;, alraIdy obferTcd.a>n<:luded 
without any ftipulation or mefttion of Gibraltar . 

• L<tta '""" W. ~IO I ......... od, ~,,',ss. Sao. ond RatJaatoa F.""" 
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i, .-' 

T HE ,arrival of the duke of Ripperda in England. his clandcftine re.· Rip~rdlin 
aptian, and temporary concealment under the protection of Townf- England. 

hend and Walpole, form a remarkable event in this year. The papct5 
committed to my inCpedion. contain feveral cunous particul;l.f'$ of this ex
traordinary man, who negotiated the treaty of Vienna, and who afterward, 
betrayed the feeret articles to the court of London. 

William, baron and duke of Ripperda, was defcended from a noble family Memoirso~ 
jn the iOld£hip of Groningen~ one of the United Provinces ; he received Rlppcrda. 
a learned education, and acquired an intimate knowledge of the French, 
Spanifh, and Latin languages. He fenoed as colonell1uring the war of the 
SpaniOl fucceffion . In the midf\: of hiS military occupatl~)ns. 11e :tpplied 
himfelf with indefatignble induftry to the ftudy of trade and manuf:ta'llres ; 
aDd being no lefs diftinguifhed for his infinuating addre~, was. deputed, 
foon after the peace of Utrech~, envoy to Madrid, for the purpofe of fettling: Env(lY Ie>' 

M~dt lu. the complicated commercial difJlUtes between Spa", and the: Dutch republic. 
While he was labouring to adjuft that difficult bufinefs, contributed to 
proJJlote tLe concluhon of a commercial treaty between Spain and England, 
for which fervice Townfhend commends his gogd offices in terms of high ap. 

probation -. , 

' 'i IS-

During his rcftdence at Madrid, his ardent imagination, confummate ad· Nntic.rt1 by 
drefs, and extreme facility in writing difpatches and drawing memorials in · Alhffi)ni. 
various languages, recommended him to cardinal AJberoni. who employed 
him in afFairs of a. moft. fecret and delicate nature. The fervic~ "hitb he 
performed, and the grateful a.cknowledgments of the miniR:er, infpired him 
with the molt fangame expe8:a.(ion of obtaining a fplendid fitustion in a 
£OWU:ry where" 'Dee tbc acceffion of a foreign king, alien, had been 'fre-
'l"""tJl" promoted to ,lilt highei! offices of government; and .. Alberoni 
IIllodpd as an ,,"air. that b. could DOt he promoted OD account of his ",li· 
.... he _. a public: &lljlJration, ind WI! admitted into the Roman catho· 
1io:1:IIurdb. lU _ thon appoiAlcd {"I'<~ of • cloth manufitctory, 

r~enlly 
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recently eftabliOled. by his own fuggdlion, at Guadalaxara, and received the 
grant of a pco.fion and an eftatc.". During this period of his life, he was pen
Jioned by tll\! Emperor. and feems to have received occalional peefen ls from 
the fnglilh Lourt. He was fo unprincipled, thaL he h:ld even the afiurance 
to cail upon the envoy Bubb. afterwards DO(klingtE>n, for 14,000 pillob, in 
the name of cardinal Alberoni, which he appropriattd to hi" own ufe •• atd 
.this tranfatl:ioll probably contributed to his removal. Having brought the 
manufatl:oty to a high degree of improvenicnt, .:1nd enjoying frequent oppor
tunities of converling with the king amI queen, he excited the jealoufy of 
Alberoni., and W;\S removed from the tuperintendance. Rip~rda. howe\'er. 
diffembled his refentment, while he ft.ill continued in public on terms of 
-amity with the prime mimfler. fcnetly reprefented to Dal1benton and Gri. 
maldo, who were dllguficd WiUl Alberoni, many errors and jllfianc~ of mal· 
adminifiratlOn, whit.1> the cvllft!fiur lai.d before' the king, anll perfuaded him 
to con[ult G rimaldo, through the channel of the poftll13itcr-gencral. 

in the courfe of the difficult and complicated tranfaCl:.iom in which Spain 
was invok ed with the Emperor, France, and England, the oplOio'l of Rip
p crdll was alfo demanded. He accordingly drew up a report, in which he de
dared, that the King could never fucceed in his dcfigns againft. the Emperor, 
'-Illlefs he could obfirud: the operations of England. 'Vith this view, he fCw 

commended tbat the troops deflintXl to im'ade Sicily • .lhould be landed, with 
great nores Qf anns and ammunition, on the coafis of Scotland OJ! Ireland. 
to affi.!l in replacing t he Pretender on the .throne. If that event lhould 
take-place, the prince wwld in gratitude refiore Gibraltar, Minorca, Ja ... 
maica, and all the American !i:ttlements wrefted from Spain by the Englifh. 
and the Italian provinces would be eafily recovered. This advice, though 
rejected by the influence of Albcroni. who perfevered in the reduCtion of 
Sicily. made a. dc·ep impreffion on the king\ mind, and gave him a favour. 
able opinion of RiplXlda's genius &ad fpirit, which was inereafed. when 
the reprated P1'etilCt 1011~ of Ripperda, tha.t the nth and ilJ·conCC'rted mea. .. 
fum of Alberoni would fail. were verified by the event. The difgrace 
of the ordinal being the confoquence of bas ·ill (uccefs, the fuperinton. 
da.ncy of the manufaClures at GuadaJaura Wa! felloted to· Rippe-rda, &ltd 
his influence over the king and q\keD w» promoted by the L1:rong rtcom_ 
mend.tion, which the duch<f. of Parma, at. the fuggeftio", of the Imperial 
toUtt, made in hi, fl>yow, to her dau&bter the quoen of SpaiD;' on<! by the 
oodm given to mAnjU\' Sootli> the mioifttr of p"""" at Madrid, -to fem> • 
• ~ of comm~tween him and the que.... tic""" ~ 
d>taiAecl private aucliCllCeS of the kil>g and queen of ~ iii which he Jai<I 

~ ~~I>l(1"'''''''~'''''' 
do"" . 
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down plans for the improvement of trade, and the incrc.lfe of the marine; 
flattered the queen with promoting the :lggrandifement of her ramil),. and 
11iU morc ingratiated bimfdfin her fa\'dur, by propofing the marriage of Don 
Carlos with an archduchefs. . 

3'3 

'-- _ • .....1 

Depending on her protca-ion, he aimed at the minilhyof fi::ate, of the His :mlbiri. 

marine a~d the Indies j he had .even di1i)ofed tbe k.ing to remove the ml- ou~ VltlU. 

niflers. when Scotti betrayed the feefet to Daubenton and Grimaldo. Dau-
benton prevented the immediate appointment of Ripperda, by rep;cfenting 
the danger and impropriety of entrufling the adminifhation If) a. new COll-

,'crt; and when the death of Daubenton, and the offer of a card inal's hat to 
the new confeffar. father Bermudas, leelned likely to facilitate his elevation, 
~is expectations wereannillilatcd by tbe abdication of Philip. During the iliort 
reign of Louis, the qu~cn maintained the fa.me priv<lte corrdjx)Odence, and 
followed his advice, in (ending large (ums of money and hq jewels to Parma. 

Soon after Philip's rerumption of the crown, when the cabinet of Madrid Miffio" to 
formed a project of reconciliation with the Emperor, Ripperda was {eleCted the Emperor~ 
as the fitteft pe:rfon to Olrry that delicate negotiation into execution. He 
was accordiugly dtputed to Vienna, with feerer inftrutUons to make a peace 
with the Emperor. to conclude a marriage between Don Ferdinand .. 00. the 
fecond archduchefs, and to recure, on the ocat11 of the Emperor without 
ifiue male, the italian provinces and the Netherlands to Spain. and the rever~ 
(ion of Tufc.any and Panna to Don Carlos. Before his departure, he de· 
livered ih a project for preparing a fleet of 100 (hips. an army of 100,000 

;nfantry, and 30,000 horfe. The expences he propored to difcharge from the 
revenues of the Indies alone, by new modelling the trade to the ret tlemcnts, 
and fecuring the profits, which were alma{\: totally abforbed by the Engli!h 
and <French nations, and the Sp.1oiJh minifters. He alfo.und.;rtook to fa\-c 
an annual rum of 10,000,000 crowns; and ohtained from the king a pro· 
miCe, that on his return from Vienna, Jle fhould be appointed prime mi-
nifier to c:l.rry his proje~ into exec,.tion. 

Ripperda performed the object of bis minion with great add refs. He dc- ·Conciuclts 
parted from Sp..in in the latter end of OClober. and arrived at Vienna in ~fe~r:Y 01 
Novembn-, where be refided ill the fuburbs. under the fictitious n:unt of the 
buon o(p~. It does not appear that the Englilh court had ~ny no-
tice of his arrival from St. Saphorin, lheir agent at Viena, before the 18th 
of February; wllca. .ht received intelligence from Petkum. mipifter of the 
duke of HoJ.ftein. ~ A Dutchman, the dcfcriptionof whore per[on.an(weroo 
tQ. that of 1..1ppc1lla..¥:ld wag and fecrt:[ conterepces with count Zinzendorf 
!>l'.t. This man "'~,(Oon dilCov,rcd to,* Ri"l"',da; but all the in-
~1JMt- wbic;h St. Sopbori. oOuld j>rOOUre <:Ofl<=>ing the objeCt ?f hia 

Vo~.I. Sf, rniJIion. 
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UliqiQIjl. aUlOlWtcd to no more th~ a COnjetb,ll'f, tbat a marriage ~~ceD a 
arcAd\Khefs and 3Jl infant of ~p:t,in, was the fubjetl of t~eir conferences i p~t 
whether with the prince of Afi.urwor Don Carlos, was a matter of which he 
wa, 'Wholly ignorant . 
. Ripperda was anxious to finifh the objea:, of his million, that he might 
return to Spain, and obtain thofe honours which awaited him; but with a 
view to tender the queen of Spain more trathble, he changed his infiructions, 
and propofcd that the elddl archduchefs Chould be given to her fan, Don 
Carlos~ and that I\ta.demcifelle de Bea'uJolois. who had been affianced to 
bim, thould be transferred to the prince of Afrurias. The queen inftantly 
approved and promoted a plan fa congenial to her willies, by which the im
perial dignity. and tbe hereditary dominions of the haufe of Aufi:ria, would 
devolve OD her ilfue. Having thus fecureu the quee!l of Spain, he gained 
the court of Vienna, by affirming, that if he was placed at the hehn of govern~ 
ment in Spain, a raving would be nude of 50,000,000 crowns, out of which 
five or fix millions fhould be anauaUy remitted to ViennA. H e accordlOgly 
received a. verbal, if not """otten protnife. from count Zinzcndorf, In the name 
oftbe Emperor, that th.eeldeftarchduchel5lhould bt: affianced to Don Carlos. 
" While thiJ bufinefs was in agitation, the ddrolution of the marriage beJween 
the m&.nta. and Louis the Fifteentb. and the refuCal of England to accept th~ 
Cole m«Ji1.tlon"c.dtec:i the reCentment of the king and queen of Spain to fuch 
• degree, tbat iAftant qrders were ttt.nfmitted to Vienna, for concluding the 
treaty on anytercns. Ripperdll found no difficulry from the EmperQr. 

Under thefe aufp1cC!, Ripperda. concluded tl~ treaty of. Vienna; the new! 
of which, on rtaching Madrid, inCpired the king and que:en with the mol\: 
extra\'~t joy, and the populace, delighted at their deliverance from F,ench 
interference, lhoutt:d. "Long live the auguft houfe of Auftria .... Count 
K-lrUgfeck, deputed embalfador to Madrid, was received with the molt Hat
tering ma.rks of cneem and c.onGderatio~ a.nd foon a.cquired fuch an af· 
cc:ndaocy, that he .... holly governed the counfds of Spain. 

~lle fecrecy 'with which tllt: whole Jlt6Otiation was condutl:ed, ~WIf,S fo well 
maintained, that the contents of the treaty, whiCh was 1igned on the 21 ft of 
May, were fcarcely fufpetted. until they were hinted at by thll&mperor him
felf, who could _ contain bis joy on tho O<;Q(ion, and the .. divulged I>y the 
Imperial mini(\CI'!, with ...... too iafult aM intimidate tll< CllbiDCt of Eng-

. 1onII. The veil of f~Oo:inano .. ~, jipperda ""*-~ in the 
\I!1\1lic cbraaer of ~ from Spain. The lplcodo'l' Of bis houre
hoW, the libm.lity <!!Us <i<9tiQa., and til. puaChiality of hi'payment., at
ti-aaed dtetm aM fetw.d popoIarity. He at the.r.- time diiplayed the . . . 

• Ceua"r klN:lI!btrt: 1'0 tlit-Emllel'Ol', June a, '12S' ~Papm. 
Datura! 
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_u~l warmth and prefumption of his temper. Hepoured forth, in public 
edn\parucsr the moO: bitter itfvtcti~c, againft England, and made repealed 
declatations. that a refufal to gi\'c up Gib .. ltar. or to guaranty the engage· 
ments recently concerted between the two contl':1cti"ng powers, would be fol .. 
lowed by an immediate attempt to allia the Pretender. . 
, Rip~rda quitted Vienna in the beginning of November. He patTed 
through Italy, and taking !hip at Genoa, difemb.lcked at Barcelona . . On 
'landing there, be gave to the officers of the garrifon, who crowded to pay 
their rc~Jpetts. an ample account of the tmnratt ioos at Vienna, declaring that 
the Emperor had 150.000 troops ready to march at al1 hour's - warning, and 
that as m:my mor~ could hI! brought into the fit::ld in fix months. He fpoke 
contcmptuoufly of Frnnce~ thre,1tened the Hano\'crian aJlies, if they filould 
prefume to oppofe the ddigns of the Emperor and Philip. declared tha.t 
France fhould 'be pillaged.l that the king of Pruffia would be cruUled, in one 
campaign, and that George the Firft' wouJd '~ deprived of his German terri
tories by the Emperor, and of' his BritiCh dominions by the Pretender. At 
t he condufion of thefe rodomontades, he continued his journey without 
delay, and rode poft to Madrid, where he arrived on the r Ith of Dec~mber, 
in tlJc afternoon. after a fhort iatervie\vwith his wife, he repaired to tht j>&lace 
without changing his drefs, and went to .the ::tntichamber: Applying to the 
lord in waiting for admiffion. he was informed that Grimaldo~ the ferntary 
of flate, was with the king and queen of Spain, and that he could not be im .. 
mediately admitted. He expreffed, in terllU of derifion. his impatience and 
.furprife tb .. t Grimaldo continued fo long. and on his coming out took no 
notice of him, but defired the lord in waiting to announce hiJ; O'ffn ~va1. 

He 'was inftantly admitted, and received with the higbeft marks of kind~ 
nef. and latisfaa;on t. The c""fer.nee _long, &lid on the following day be 
was nominated miniftct and fecretary of fiate, in the room of Grimaldo i 'aU 
the othCr miuitleo, councils, and foreign embaffildors were ordered to tt&nf .. 
ad bufinefs with him; and withdbt the name of prime minifter, he was 
inveficd with the fame uncontrouled authority as had been enjoyed hy Albe
roni. But. he potrdI"ed more turbulence, fclf-fufficiency, 'and haughrinefs 
than tlie cardinal. without his addrefs, re(ources. and incorruptible integrity, 
@d th~ Bi-atilt. emba1fadol', who knew his ch:1r.l(ter wen, obferved, that with .. 
ou~ t)lo'fpint 'or propbecy, U One might forefee ten Albcroni's in this Rip. 

' ~raa, as Scylla ~id ten Marius's in Juti'us Czfar." , , ,' . 
: It foon· appeir.<l"ili.t Ripperda poff"ff'ed neither add .. rs or abilities {uffi· 
cle~i to carry his gigantic CchcmC$ into extcu'tion; and tbe king, irritated by 
,t ... ~if~P'1inl~ent or lit, fanguw. hope., and'i.ngry at baving been the d~pe . 
• W. Stanhaoeto lord To.n.Ilwnd. DtCtloabei _,. t MemoimdcMoDt,ou, tOlne i. p. '0" sol. 

sr. ~ 

J'S 

C •• pter 3$. 
l l~8. 
-r-' 

172 S· 
Returru; 10' 

Stnin• 

Appointea 
prim<mua. 
ft". 



Period IV. 
.,.27 {O q jO. 
t , 

MEMOIRS OF 

of 'this fuperficial pretender, repeatedly told the queen, that Ripperd3'wU 
a madman, and mutt oe runoveJ . 

S~oln with \ anity and prcfumption, he feemed, however, to defy all oppo
fition. "1 know," he (aid, U that the SpaniOl miniftcrs and nation are irritated 

' ag:linll nlt', but I laugh at theLr attempts. The queen, to whom 1 have 
rCJL(klC'ci lhe man cHclllial Jer\'ices, will protect: me," And another time he 
ex< lamlcd at a public levee, that he was fhieJdeu by lix friends who would 
dLft:ncl him againfl: all intrLglLe~) God. the Blellcd Virgih. rhe emperor and em
preis, tht: king Ilnd queen of Spam "'. But .:lllhough Ripperda owed hi~ devn
don to the union he had formed between the courts of V.i.cnna and Madrid, 
and appears, from rhis expreffion, to have perfeCtly untledlood. 1haqus con
tinuance in power could only be fecurcd by fupporting that fy!tem; ret 
fuch was his caprice or vanity, that loon after his efiablifhment, he began to 
clcviate from rhl.· line of condut} h)' \"lflCh he had attained it. HI! relaxed in 
his attenlions to count Konigfeck, the. imperial embo.fiJ.t1or, alld wa~ fufpeCled 
of endeavouring to form an union With thole of Great Bntain and Holland. 
This condutl rendered Konigft;ck his enemy; the incapacity of the mill.ifter 
became daily more apparent, !lnJ his l'ai1l 6 gJorious boathng, produced nothing 
but rhe contempt and oerilien of the futefmcn of every nation. ' 

Under thefe circumftances. DonJofeph and Louis de Patiohe. ferure<! the 
proteCtion of the queen, by the private recommcmlation of her confcfiOr, 
Don Domipgo da. Guerra, who rcprefented [hem as perfons highly qualified to 
direCt the belm of goverrunent, and well inclined to fuppart the plans of Rip. 
perda. as far as they related to the a~rantlifertl<:nt of Don Carlo,. They al[o 
gained the lntereft of COUllt Konigfl'ck by olfers of fupplying the imperial 
court with the promifed fubficJies. Both the queen and Konigfcck now fut' .. 
fered tJle king's refentrnent again£l. RippcrdJ. to break out i they no longer 
cou.nteracted .the cabals of the SpaniUl mini£l.ers, nor concealed the clamours 
of tbe nation againfl: an upftart, 11 cOtl~rt. and a foreigner. 

Ripperda at length perceiving thAt he wasdetdtcd bj ~he people, thwarted 
bY,the Spanifb minifun, oppofcd by Konigfcck •. dcfpifed by ,be king, and 
declini ng in the favour of tbe queen, paid great court to tbe Britilh tind Dutch 
embaffadors, and made tl:u: moll humble: profeffiolllS of rcfpeCt and duty to 
the ling of England. In the midft of there. continued appL'ebenfions ' and 
&l~rms, he was difmiffed from the fuj,erinteDdance of the finances, under 
the pretence of delivering bim from pt.rt of the bortbc:n of governme!'lt. 
Forcfeeing that this "ould be fpt>«lily followed by the lof's of aD his em
ploYQleQJs. he reque£l.ed tbe klng9s petmiffian to teti~ from his reno-ice; . but 
'tlw.dcman'd Oias not complied with, and he continued to tr'anf~ bu6nefs 

till 
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till the 14th of May, when h. received :l ldtcr from t11e marquis de la Paz, 
that the king accepted his rcfignation. and confc:rred on him a pcnfion of 
3,000 pinoles. The general fatisfacbon which th is e\'ent ditfLlferl , and tl!c 
tumultuous acclamations of the populace, WIH? affcmblcd in large bodies 

. before his haufe, filled him with Olpprchcnfions of being, maffacred; aud 
afrer writing a fuh:niffive lelter to the king. he' touk refuge in the hoeel of 
tile Britif'h emb.3ifaJof, who WlS with the court at Aranjucz. 

On hi, return to Madrid, t! !C cveninguf the 15th. Stanhope: hada difficult part 
to aa:. It 'W<\s of the greateft impnrtance to obtain from Rippcrd.1 a commu
nication of the feerets of the Spanifh cabind~ and particul3.rly an aCl..Ounl of 
the negotiations whiLh had recently taken place, and were then tr:mf.1.ding be· 
tw('cn the cou rts of Vicnm. !:ind M~driJ , and ret he careful not to otFc'nd 
t he king of Spain, by appearing to CO\lntcl1:J.nce a tl&arded miniflcr, in 01'· 
pofition to the will of the fO llcreign in whofe court he refidt..-d. The cau
tien and prudence with wh ich he conduCt-ul hi mrelf on this deliLatc occafion, 
rcOcCls honour on his judgment, and contribl1ted grt':\t ly to rl i~ future ele· 
vatiol\. He contri\'cd to give protection to the cx·minifier, and to Jewin him 
in hi&> houfe. un til he hOld e.,'Xtoned from him all the feerets which he was 
willing or able to communicate. 

Ripperda now betmyed to him the fecret articles or t£H: treaty of Vienna. 
and probably uaggerated the defigns of tbe Empcror and the king of Spaic, 
with a view to ingratiate himrelf with the king of Ellgbnd, and to exaf· 
perate the nalion againll thore two maoard16 who hold acCafiUllCG his difgrace. 
H c, who in the height of his powet' W~ fa giddy and preCumptuQus, was no'w 
becofDe fa abjeEl, that in making his dlfdot'urc. his wbole frnme OlOok with 
~itation, he appeared to be in the grcateft • .gonic .. , and wept Itkc a child. 

For {he purpofeofconveying the intclligcncl! communicatcd by Ripperda,. 
which was of too h1uch importance to be fcnt by the poft, Of even to 
be inlruflcd in a dlfIJ8tch by :1 com~on courier, Keene, tllen confu\ gene
ral, ahtrw:; rd~ etnbatfador in Spain, was di(pltcheJ to El1glOlnd. Afrcr co/n
mUllic:ltilig in p<:rfon , the f\:cret with which he was intruflcd to the du~e of 
N ewcaftle and the othcr minit1:ers oflbtc, he d,.ew up. by order of the king, 
a letter to the duke of N~wcaftle, containing rh~ fubftJ.nc:c of R ippt:rcla·'!> 
,ronverfation, which is infl!rtcd in the correftmnc1cnce 

After a n~gotiacion of a few days, which paifed between the Sp:1nilh court 
and the Brit;{h (mlnffltClor, Ripperda wa.., talcn by force ftom hi s hour~. 
and transferred to the caR:le of Segovia, from whence he made hi!> c[("al.e. 
i£tu a. tonfinerncol of fifteen months . 

• s.: hriod IV, Anicle Rip'pfI'da. 
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The S"vcr"", of the caAle lIl1d hi, wife, lI,eing bqth In\jon, !="!JIQ. OOJ l"Ir 
conftant atte.ntion to their prifODeJ'S, ':.nd the, ~CrvaDt maid·, Oci~ f«I~~ 
by t\lc duke. contrived his-cfcape, and , effeCted it with the afflftance of a 
<.prpotaJ4 who was one of the guards. , while hi, faithful vale!., with unex
..amp1ctl artachment, remained in hi5 ilpartmenc. and for fome time prevented 
intru(ion, by decla.ring that his mailer was indiCpofed t. The duke hadjuft re
<mered from a fevere fit of the gout. and not without the grcateft difficulty 
defccndcd tbe ladder of ropes which was let down from the window of bi!i 
apartment, a.nd repaired to the place where a mule and a guide waited for 
Jlim. Unable to continue riding he gave his mule to the guide. and hired a 
carriage, but proceeded fo 110wly tbat he employed five days in tT'!\vclling 
to a frI1all village on the fmntiers of PorttJga1, where he rem:1incd until he 
was joined by bis tw~ confidants. With them he arri\'cd at Miranda de 
Duero, the firft town in Portugal, and, from thence centinued to Oporto. 
wbere he embarked for England, on board the Cbarity, under the name of 
Don Manuel de Mendofa t. 

The veffel was forced by contrary winds into Corke, and in the beginning 
of OCtober, he landed at Comb martin, in Devonfllire. with thc young wo
n lan, the corporal, and a fervant, and paffcd a few 'days at Exeter. Townf
hend IJld.Walpule, appri!oo of his arrival and departure from ~x:eter) dif
patched Corblcre, under feerttary of nate, to meet bilu on the w~ttern road, 
who ~nveyed him in a coach and four to Eton, where he was lodged incog
nito, in an .apartment belooging [0 Dr. Bland) dewt of Durh:un. and ltead 
mafter of the fcbool. There he was met by Townfhend, who received him 
with the greaten: muks of attention, with a view to obtain hom him fuller 
and more accurate: iaformation concerning tbe feeret articles of the treaty of 
Vienna. Afu:r 3. relidence of a few days at Eton, he departed with the fame 
fccrecy to London, where he arrived on the J 3th. After continuing.for 
{o~ t ime incDgOlto, be took. a large hou£ejn Sobo fqu.ue, and a villa, and 
li\'cd in a mngmficent fi.yle. During h!s rcftdence in E.ngland, he maintained 
an pcc:.afioll:ll correrpondence with Walpole, and having made 3. rapid pro
fi t.:iency in the EDglilh language-, conceived the chimerical hope of SUing 
fome high department' in admiDiftration. While the differences with Spain 
were under difcuffion, :tnd a fXMlibiliry of a rupture with that COUDtry con
tinued, the minill.ers k.c:pt up an amicable intercourfe with Rip~&" whicb. 
probably feo! hi. dclufion, ""d inflamed his ambi. ion. But whO. tb. COn-

• C.mpbell. in bis Memoln nl rl}e D"ke 
of Ripperyia. hat cOl'lvenrd 1M fC"Nll1t matd 
huo t[lC dftu;.h1ct of • Clilili!!.n nobleman. 
nd the 'QtiqUlttd ",Jle of the p"ctqOt, into 
.. fpri,huy Ind btauli£1I1 young woman. , 

t "~e leacr from t\.e~~e tp f~ duke " I New
gllte. l,.'ivin~ Jin .,,:oqnt of R1P\ltTda" tf"C:lll». 
-Cor, dpmlt\en(..~, M elo a l l!pej(U, • • 

t M"OIOItc:1i de Honr,JIl. tWirled StaN 
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cJulion of the treaty bf SeviJle, contr.try to his views arid remonftrances. ren. 
derecfhis iDformation no longer urefu1, he felt the pain of difappointed felf. 
importance, aild' in (Ire y_ I 73 1, withdlew in difgu!1: to Holf.nd. 

Animated by a fpint of vengeance againR Spain, wbich he found he could 
not fatisfy among the powers of Europe, he embarked for Barbary. at the in
ftigation of the embaffador from Morocco, enrered into the fervice of the 
emperor Muley Abdallah, embraced the Mahometan religion. was created a 
balhaw, obtained the command of the army and the office of prime minifter; 
ahd gained the entire confidence of the emperor. After feveral fucceffes over 
tbe Spaniards, and defeating a competitor for the throne of Morocco, in which. 
he gave tigns of great counge IJld lkill , he W!1S warlled near Ceuta, and pre
ferved his hfe, by re6gmng his q )mmand. He deferted Muley Abdallah, 
when dethroned by Muley 41i, and finally retired to Tetuan, where he li\'ed 
under the protection c.f the balhaw, and d ied in 173 7. at a very advanced age *, 

Cawthorn, jn his poem on the Vanity of Human Enjoyments, has well de-
lineated the capricious and motley character ,,( Ripperda. 

o paufe, Jeft virtue every guard refign, 
And the fad fate of Ripperda be thine. 
This glorious wretch indulged at once to move 
A nation's ~onder and a monarch's love; 
Bleft with each charm politer courts admire. 
The grace to foften, and the foul to fire, 
Forfook his native bogs with proud difdain , 
And, though a Dutchman, rofe the pride of Spain. 
This hour the pageant wave'\ the Imperial rod, 
All Philip's empire trembbng at his nod j 
The next dilgrac'd, he Aies to Britain 's ine, 
And Courts thr: (unlhine of a Walpole'S fmile. 
UnheDrd, defpis'd, "fOfoutb~n d imes -he ftcC' r'S, 
And filines again at Salfi and Algiers ; 
Bids pa.le M orocco all his fC:l('mes adore, 
And pours her thunder on th' Hefperian 'fbore ~ 
All hatut't:'s ties, all virtue', creeds belied, • 
Each church -ab:uldon'd, and each God denied ; 
WltboUt • mend his fepulcbre to fhield, 
frlS carcate &om the vuhuro m 'he field, 
He dies, of all ambition's ions the worft · 
By Aftic llIItM, &1ld by ' Europe calft. 

, , " ~ -' . "' 
., .ThiI NtOUDt of R.ippmla i. priiioi,.,J11 from" An AccollntoiRioocrd.," b, twoii· 
..... rr.m tbe diCpatc:hc. of Sr Slpbqfin III &iUU.~ au u. WalpOle Paper •• 
.... of WUliam Slaohope at Mllitid, aDd 

!" 
C ....... l!. 

1-7S8 • 
... ~ d 

AdvtntuI'U • 
in MorOl.c.o. 

Denrh. 



3'0 
. 

Puiod rv. 
1'~7tOl nO. 

~ 

('m\i('il'lft of 
the Turie'ol 
8tlU {hfl..orl
tented 
Whigs. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTY·SIXTH, 

1730 • 

Snllgui,u Hopu of 'Oppojil;OI1 Ihat Wa/PD'e would bt rtmwIJ.-'l'll.eir"F;fJorts ilf 
p(Jf'Jiamtnt.-DehafU on the Imperial Lo<ttl-fJn lite Pt,,/ifJn pill-on DlJl1-
kirlt---alJd the Rtnt'1.I)Q/ of the Eojl India Comptmy's Clzarlrr.-Arrongtmen f 
0/ de Mjllijlry 011 the RefigM/ioll of Lora 7'(I'wliflu~d.-C;bQraBtrs of Ihr 
Duke of Nt!1.fIfq/Jlt aHa L()rJ Harri.gtOtl. 

ALTHOUGH the Tories had hitherto joined the <lifcontentoo \¥higs; 
in their attacks agamH: the minifter, yet their coali tiOll had neve r 

been Lctrty and fipccre. They formed a fepara re body; and aqhLyrhd not 
amount to Icfs th:l.n on~ hundred and ten members, they cOlllidercu thcm
fch'es, hoth from their fuperior numbers and weigllt as country gentlemen. 
enlitkd rtHlll'r Jo give than receive an impulfe from the other part!. of the 
minorit}'. T hey did not therefore cbure to pay that regular attendance in 
parlial11cnt~ wh ich a conUant and uniform warfare required from all thole who, 
however differing in many points, were united in that of difl.rcffi ng thl! mi. 
nifter. But in tlle fdljon which ~)p~ncd ill 1730, a regular and fyftematic plan 
was fonned by Bolingbroke, and carried into execution hy mean!) of hi~ addre[s 
and activity. His connt·aien wHh Pulteney, as the joint managel of the 
Crnftfman, gave him an influen~c over the Whigs; and his illtiU'..\CY with 
Sir ' Villiam 'V},ndham, fecured to hint the acquiefcence of the T ones. H e 
had pcrfuadeJ the whole bCH.ly. that nOiwithftandlng tht: fignature of !lIe 
wnvention at Pardo, a peace with Sp.~n fliJl met with inful?cuhk. difficulties. 
That Phillp bad 1I0t relinquUhed .his· demand of Gibraltar; that the Spalllih 
depredations woutd !lilt continue to be committed witb impuntity; that 
tne Britith commerce wilh Sj>Ain woo.ld either be furpended or aDnihilated. 
Meafures were therefore conc,erted to call the mininers to account for their 
fupinenefs.and puiilbttimity. Thc:,clamputS.tbu, ~cited, extremely popular 
in a nation jealous of its honour.and8Sl~QUS to fec:ure its commercial idV'.!.n. 
lag", occafioned groat dU:c.OI1I~tJ, II "eu .mongft tho fiicad, .. the enemi .. 
DC the minifter. . 

. A1U"",gh tbe cpll~lu~«( ~l!e 'treaty of 5<vllle, ... IU~ _ highly fa· 
vOUlllbJc to the commordaJ interclb of England, and hoaou ... ble to ber "". 

I t[9nal 
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tiona! glory, difconccrted oppofition, and overfet the fl hemes of Bolingbroke 
in this panicular, yet he was too able not to fOlm another plan of attack. 
Having made a c6alition between the difcordant parties in iht: minority, ann 
appointed a general mufter in parliament, he fiill continued tv animate the 
mars with frelli fpirit. His labours were now turned to row difcord among 
the Hanoverian allies, to avail hirnfelf of a growing mifunderllanding which 
had recently appeared between England and France, to encourage the Empe
ror to perfift in his refufal to :ldmit Spanifh garrifons into Parma and Tur
cany, and thus to counteraCl: the execution of the treaty of Seville. 'Under 
his aufpiccs, and by his direCl:ion, the appafltion brought forwards many 
queflion~ calculated to harrafs government, and to render themfclves po
pular. The expeC'tatjons formed by the difaffeCletl were highly fa~ine j 
and a notion pre,railed both at home and abroad If, that the fall of the mi. 
nifler was unavoidable. Their hppcs of fuccefs were founded on the dif
union in the cabinet; on rhe fuppofed averfioa of the king to Walpole, 
and on the difgu£! of the 'Vhigs who adhered to Townlhend. 

The firft trial of their ftrength was made on the queflion concerning the 
Imperial loan. The EmperlJr, by the treaty of Seville, having been de· 
prived of liberal remittances from Spain. attempted to borrow'£. 400,000 
in London. A bill was accordingly prefented. to the commons for prevent
ing' loan~ to foreign powers, without licence from the ki ng under h:s privy 
feal. Had the miniftry permitted the loan, lhey ..... ould have been abund
antlyand defervedly reproached: Advocates, however, againft the prohibition 
were not wanting. The hardlhips of all rdtraints, the dif3.dvantage to us, 
and the ad\'antage to the Dutch, were fpecious pretence<;. ',,":llpole took 
an acti,,"e fuate in combating the arguments of oppofition, and the queflion 
was ca.rried t. A fufficient juftification of the meafurc WAS, that th~ WAnt of 
money compelled the court of Vienna to fubmit to terms of accommodatIon. 

T he moR popular and plaufibJ5 mC:lfurc propofCd by oppofition was, 
the pcnfion bill, which was now ·firll' jntroduced, and which from this 
period, became a never.failing topic of antiminifterial attack and of-mi. 
nifierial defence. Sandys moved (or leave to bring in a bill to diCable :ill 
perfons from fitting in parliament, who had any penfion l or any offices 
held in truft for them from the crown, directly or 'indirectly i and foe 

the purpofo:of enforcing this exclufion, he propofed that evety member, 
on taking his feat, thowd fw~ar that be had .qot any pe.nfion l direCtly 
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or indirectly, did not enjoy any gratuity or ~ward, or .fiOI(J any oltlce 
or place of truft; and that after baving accepted the {aruC'~ he would 
lignify it to the hou[c within fourteen days. vValpole, who knew the un
popularity of the :uguments which could be urged Againft tIle bill, and ap_ 
preciated the effeCt of tho{e which would be brought in its favour, declined 
tAking an)' ad jyC part. againft it, notwithfulnding the exprefs ir\J unftions of 
the' k. ng >Ii, who called it a villanous bill, and the difgufi:. of TownOlcl1d. 
wLv was Wlwilling that the odium of its fejct'\:ion fhould be caft upon the 
noufe oflords. He does not feem to have [poken in the deh:lte, orlo have 
exerted hi:. ufual influence; for while mof\: of tbe qlJeftions fupported or op
po~d by government, were paiI'cd or thrown out by a. majority of more than 
two to onc, the bill was carried by 144 againft 134 t. Jt was nega~ 
tived by the houfe of lords after a long debate t, and a proteft entered by 
twenty-fix peen.. A fimuar fate attended it the next feBian; and during 
his whole admiuiilr.:LtioD, Sir Rohcll \Valpale never made any firong 
oppofition to it , but left it to be reJetlcd by the upper houfe. Jt 
~a, now the gcner:'lily received opinion. and not without foundation, 
th'lt the minifl:er fuffered the pcnfioD bill to pars the houfe of com· 
mons. btcaufe he knew that it would be thrown out by the peers. Sandys 
therefore. in the fubfequent Seffion. br,.ought forward a motion for appaml
log a committee, to inquire whether any members had, direft:ly or indirectl}'~ 
any penfions, or any offices from the crown held ill trun. for them, in part .. 
or in the wbole. Walpole v~ntured to oppofe it i he called it a mo· 
tion faT ereaing the houfe into a. court of inquifition, and urged, that it 
jull.ified the treatment which the biU had met with in the upper boufe. He 
declared that the .la, if patred, could not anfwer the end for whic.h it was 
"ropaCed, unlcfs the houre fhould affume to itfelf a power unknown to the 
conftitution, namely, a power of compelling every member that was fuf
petted, to accufe himfelf, not of any thing criminal. for it could not be 
crirpinal to take either place or pe1l6on 10m the crown, and in confequence 
of that conftruCl:..ion, to difpo1fefs half the counties and boroughs in Engla.nd 
of their reprefentatives. The .argllments and i.o1luence of the minifier pre
niled, and,the bill was thrown out, by z06 againft l43 §. Yet fuch was the 
unpopularity of the rejedion, that many members, fufpe&ed of ~vjng pen
fions or places hdd in truft, voted for if, 1ctl their oppo1ition Olight difobllge 
their conftituc.nts. 
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The A:ipulltion. to deftroy the barbour of Dunkirk, made at the peace of 
Utrech t, and renewed in the treaty with France of 1717. ~ild never been 
fully complied' with. J'he French cabinet, always anxious to retain the 
ufe of I<J. barbou!;', which, in cafe of .. war with Great Britain, was Gtuated 
Co advantageoul1y for the annoyance of our trade, continued clandeftine~ to 
pre\'ent the demolition of the works. Frequent remonftr:wce'3 were made 
hy the Englin, government, and promifcs extorted from the French cabinet, 
Ihat the treaty fhould be carried into effeCt: but the inhabitants, either 
by the fuggdtion or connivance of the French government, kept the har ... 
bour and works in a fiate of repair. 

Thi~ w'a<> i fubjed: which gave great uneafinefs to the minifter. and on 
which he frequently expatiated in his letters to his brother. and even re· 
))I03Chcd him foy neglecting to enforce the demolition , It was a point, how. 
c\'cr. of Co much delicacy, that carrunal Fleury, though he confiantly avowed 
his readineCs to acoede to the demands of the BritiCh minifter. yet always 
duded them, probably not daring to irritate the people of France by tbe 
enforcement of fo difagrecable :L command. The delays on tbis fuhjed 
nffor.ded to oppofition a ground for infinuating that the miniftry were in con· 
nivance with the court of France, to fanction the repairs of that harbour. 
Bolingbroke was well 3.ware that nothing would more ·cx.,\rpcrnte the public 
mind, than the perfuafion that the French were employed in the reparation 
of tlUlt harbour; and if that fill could be proved, that the fufpicion of 
conniving at it would fall upon the minifiry: he was no lefs convinced, that 
it would weaken the credit of the minifter abroad, if be could prove that 
France di.d not fulfil its engagements, and that a mifunderfro.nding had arlfen 
between the two kingdoms. To obtain evidence in fupport of thefe points, 
lIe rent his fccretary, Brinfden, to infpect the -fiate of the works at Dun
kirk. 

On the imperfeCl: and exaggerated report of this agent. was founded a 
motion for an addrefs, thAt .. the king Ihould dired thlt all orders, i,n
ftrud:ions. reports, and proceedings, ha~ in regard to the port and harbour 
of Dunkirk, fince its demolition. be laid before. the houfe." The king 
having agreed to tM! addrefs. the neceifruy documents were produced, 
which beirtg read, and witneifes examined, Sir William Wyndham moved, 

. that in what had been done relating to the harbour of Dunkirk, there was 
a manifeCt. violation of tbe treaties between the two crOwns. But before he 
WILS reconded, the other fide made a motion for an add refs of thanks to the 
king. I( for his attention to the interefts of the nation, in cauling a proper 
-.pplU:ation to be nwie to the 'COUrt of France, not only for putting: a fiop 
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to the worlu tarrying 00, but for demolifhing fuch as had been made by 
the jnhabitants of Dunkirk, for rep,.iring the port and channel there i and 
to exprefs their fati sfaCtion in the good cffcClII which hi~ majdty's jnftanccs 
had had. by obtainiAg e~'"Prc[s orders from the moll: Cbriftian king. for c.luf. 
iog to be deftroycd a.ll the works that might have been erected at Dunkirk, 
contrary to the treaties of Utrecht and the Hague; :1Od thei r reliance 
upon their being punCtualJy executed;. and further to decla.re their finis
faction in the finn union and mutual fidelity. which fa luppily fubfilh:d 
and were (0 fuiCtly pre(crvcd between the two natioJlS . ," 

This unexpeCted motion, which prevented the. diicnffion of Ihat propofed 
by Sir Wallarn \Vyndham. occafioncd :1. long and warm debate. in which 
Walpole feems to have particularly diftinguifhed himfelf, The gre3.t ohject 
of Oppofilion was to dr.'lW m'er the Whigs, who ufually fupported govern
ment, and had lately wavered, under the pb.ufible notion that the conduct 
of the minifter had be\,'n in this lOCunce contradif l:ory to the principles and 
interells of their p.uty. The ohjeCt of the miniftcr was t6 prove to the 
Whigs, that their principles ami interdh were no ways atfl.-tted by this con
troycl'fy, and that it was fimply a Tory qucftion. With great art he 18-
troduced a perfonal application. and made a moft vigorous attack on Bo
lingbroke, who was llarticularly obnoxious to the Whigsc, at whore infti
gation he infinuated this inquiry was made, and whofe charaCter and (pint 
of oppofition he drew in the moll: unfavourable colours. Sir William 
:Wynt1ham, provoked by the PhilirJpic againfl: his friend. defended him with 
uncommon energy. and drew a comparifon between him and \Valpolc. in 
which he attempted to fllew that Bolingbroke was- by no means inferior in 
honefiy and iHtegrity to the Olinifl:er. This comparifon called up He-nry 
Pelham, who ably feconded the attack againft Bolingbrokl!", a.nd excited 
ruch a general indignation among the Whigs, that the add refs was carried 
by 2.74 againll 149 +. The lor~ of this quellion by (0 large a majority, which 
the oppo6tion expeCted to have carriM trrumphantly, increafed the popu
larity of the minifrer, and his credit a.brOAd j ' and Horace Walpole, who took 
-a confiderable {hare in the debate, obferves in a letter to Poynt1., thjs was 
the greateft da.y, both with refpett to the thing itfelf, and the- confequences, 
that had Cl'er occur~d within his memory, for the king and mlnilhy. and 
muft. prove a thunder-bOlt to their adYCJ'farks in England, as well as tbl'O:ld, 
.. it contradicted the a1fertions of opPofition, that the kinlZ: and thC:'Whigs 
were diffiltisfied with his brother's admiDiltration t. 

• 'IUuW, vol. 20. p. ,I , 
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~ Horace Walpole to lord HIU~toD and 
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Another obje8: of grea.t national intereft. brought forward by oppofi .. 
ticD, was to prevent the renewal of the charter of the Eaft India company, 
which was near its expiration, and to form another incorjJOJ1ltt'd focicty 
without the exclufive privileges, which thaukl gr:lnt licences, upon certain 
conditions, to all perfons inclined to tl'ade to the Eaa Indies. The leading 
men in the minority, forefeeing that the company would apply to the legifla
ture fo r the renewal of their charter, had fccretly prevailed on man}' tefpee
table merchants in the cit y to engage iLl the (theme. It had a popular ten
denc)" from the general avcrfion wlllch is always entertained againft mono
pohes and cxdufive privileges, by thofe who derive no immediate !bare from 
the emolumenfs; and was fbll farther recommended by the plaufible pre
tence of eafing the public butt hens. by obtaining a large rum of money from 
the new incorporntc:d fociety. 

Havmg obtained information of their views, tile millincr laboured to 
counteraCt them. He was convinced that the trade could only be c;arried 
on by an exdufive company. The perfons who were to form tbe new fo
cietYJ were wholly unacquainted with the fecrets of the buuncfs, and l.Jnlefs 
the company could be induced to communicate information, a.nd to part 
with its forts and fettlements in the country, the tr",de might be reduced or 
annihilated. Having concerted his plan WIth a ft'w of the d irectors, in whom. 
he placed implicit confidence, and aware that the chief hopes of (uccefs con
ceived hy oppofil ion , were founded on the popular ground of obtaining 
[urns of money for the u(c of the publicJ he anticipated their "'iews, by io
finuating to thlO! houre, that a part of his ways and mC:l.11S would be derivea. 
from the Eatl: India. company. This unexpeded turn [uf{Jl'ifed the mino
rity, aDd wholly difconccrted their plan before it was brought to maturity. 
They had however proceeded fa far in opening private fubfcriptions, and 
making engagements, that they could not recede -. A petition W.lS therefore 
prefented to the houfe by feyeral merch3.nts, traders, and otbers, offering to 
advdJlce £. 3,2.00,000 at 6"e paym&tsJ before tlle 25th of May 1733. at 
an intercft of 5 per cent. to redeem the fund and trade of the Eaft India. 
company, provided the lenders might be incorporated and vefted with their 
whole trad(, yet fo as not to u:ade with their joint fiock, or in a corporate 
capacity, but the trade be open to all his majefty's fubjetls, upon licence 
from ruch propofed new~ompany, defiring the fame,' on proper ferms md 
co:nditions j and ROvlded the trade be cxercifc:..'d to and from the port of 

• Monee Walpole to lord Hartinrtou, March2. Corre(pondence. 
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Loncl6n only; and Be fubjea. lO rCtiemptiol'l at any time upon three yea.rs 
notice, after a term of thirty.one years, and repayment of the principal. 

After a long debate, the petitioll was rejected hy a majority of 223 againfi 

i3 8 - . 
The oppoli lion, however, werr 110t intimidated by tHe re-jdlion of this 

pi opot:ll. They had been taken unawares, and compclled, by the add refs of 
Ihe mimfier, to bring it forward I;teforc it had been full }' dlgefted. They 
lcfoiv(.-d therefore. to int rod ucl: the bufinefs again, and employed the in· 
ie-n·cning time in publiOling anonymous letter.., ctfays in periodical pa.pt''', 
.md pamphlcf~. ngainfl l' "clufive companies in general, and particubrly 
ag:1inft the E3il: India company. All the argy.mcnts + which hOld en!T been 
:\dranccd again(l monopolies in this and other mercantile companie~, were 
retailed on this oecarion, anll all the heneFits which were fuppofcc! to r('lult 
from a frer' tr'l (II", werc m:lgnitied with IP"cat art and fubtilty. T he mi. 
nillcr'l and the Eafi India comp:tny were not on their part (j]('nt. they like· 
wilc ddended, with no leis !kil l, the advantages of an unit<.'d compan,.. 
·vefled with ndufh·e privilege'!, and bound hy peculiar regulations, under 
the controul of the It'gi1JatllrC'. The pet ilion was again prelentetl to the 
houfe of commons, on the 9th of April, 3nd r~iea:ed withO\lt 3 tlivifion . 
WhIle it WaS depending, the miniftcr brought in his bill, which prolonged 
the charter to J 766, on the condition of plying £.200,000 towards the fup
ply of the year, and of reducing the intereft of the money advanced to the 
public, from I.. 160,000 to £. 120,000, or one per cent. by which bargain, 
the natiof) was benefited to the amount of at leBO:: a million . 

. An aa which patTed lhi~ (emons. though trifling in itfelf, yet muA: not be 
omitted, as it forDled p:ut of thofe commercial regulations which the mi~ 
nifter was endeavouring gradually to intrdduce. by taking off' fcveral rc· 
ftraints that fhackled foreign commerce. It feems to have been the firfl: de· 
viation from 0. general principle which ~ been e!b.bliOled by the Europcan 
nations who had d(>minions ~n America, to maintain an exclufive intercour[c 
between the motber country and the colonies. The nanow fpirit of this 
impolitic refuiflion, from which incredible advantages were fuppofed to 
refu\t, but which in reality WllB produttivd'" of great inconveniencies, did 
not .rc~pe ~ notic. of the mWdon and he (.".red an exception to be 

mad. 
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made of rice, as a pcriGlable commodity. An act accordingly Wa! p::dfed, 
for I?,mnting liberty to carry rice from Carolina dircCl:ly to any part of 
Europe, {ourh of Cape Finifterrc, in Brit iQl bottoms, navigated by BlioO\ 
failars· .• In confequencc of this bencfici31 ad, the plantations of rice were 
confidcrably increa(ed in the province of Cafolina; TIle good effect:, of 
this regulation induced the minifier afterwards to extend the privilege to 
the colony of Georgia. And it is the obfcrv .. tion of an eminent commer
cial writer, " that the confcquencc of both thefe well -Judged laws has been, 
" that the rice of the American plantations has been preferred to the rice of 
n Verona and Egypt, whi.ch haJ before a general falcT'" 

The oppofi tion moved in the cour[e of the {effion for varioU'i papcn., re
b.ting to fon:ign affairs. ~ Of dlO[e they oLtaincd, lntle u[~ teems to b:l.\"c 
been made, except to furnifh matler to the writer; of pamphlets and e1iays 
.in period ical papers. Thefe publications now atfumed fueh an :ur of vio
leoce and aud:lcity, a$ feems to have alarmed the mindler. perbaps too 
much, for it induced him to make it one of the topics of :lnimadverfion in 
the fpcech from the tbrone which terminated the [effion. ' 

The fame (by on which the houfe was prorogued, Townlhcnd rcfigned. 
Lord Harrington was appointed fecret:lry of fiate. Henry Pelham fecretary 
.at \\:1r, .lnd the privy real was given to the earl of ' V limington, on whore 
affifiancc oppofit ion had relied with the mofi perfea tecunt )'. In J. few 
month!) aft('r, he was created lord prefidcnt of the coum,d. whIch high office 
he held till the removal of ~ir Robert Walpole. 

The charge of foreign affairs now oftcnGbly ueyolvcd on the duke of Ncw
cafile and lord Harrington, whole charaB:ers form a l'ctn3.rbble contrall, 
though they aCted together with the ulmofi con1iality. 

Thomas Pelham Holles~ duke of Newcaftle, Was fon of Thomas lord 
Pelham, by Grace. lifter of J ohn HoUes, duke of Newcatlle. H e was born 
in Auguft J'93-4t and on the death of his father, in 1712., fucccedcd to 
the barony of Pelh:un: ae inherited a.large part of the great eftate of his 
unde, who had no iffue male, and took tbe rome of Holies. Being of a 
great Whig family, he ftrenuoufly promoted the fucaffion of the line of' 
Blunfwick. Soon after the acceffion of George the Fiill, he was created 
earl of Clare. &nd in 17 I 5, duke of Newcaille. He fupported the admini. 
ftratwn of hb brother-in·law t lord Townlhend; but on the (chifm of the 

htnd was Eliu.bah. dl.u,httT ef lord Pelham 
by his "rn If'ite, Ehubeth, daughter :md heir 
of Sir William Jone., attor:ney g,oWlI to 
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''''hig adminiftr:ation in t 7 t 7. he attached himfelf to Sunderland, by whofe 
influence he wao; :tppointed lord chamberlain of the houfbold. a.nd invefi.ed 
with theordu 01 the garter. On IJ1C coalition which took place in 172.0, be· 
tween Sunderland and Townfllcnd, he joined his fonner friend. During.thc 
ftruggJc ill the cabinet between Townlliend and Walpole on one fide, and 
Cart eret and Cadogan on the other, he uniformly attached himfelf to the 
brother miniIl:ers. His devotion to their eaure was fa warm, and his confe
quence as one of the great 'Vhig leaders fo highl}' appreciated, that he wao; 
lo1cly admined into the moO: intimate confillence, and entrufted with the 
moft feeret tranfaaions. In their private eorrefpondence, they invariably {lyle 
him their good friend: Townfhend repeatedly defires Walpole to give in
formation to the duke. In one place he cxprefsly fays, .. When I defirc 
you [0 communicate this to no one, I always except the duke of New
cafi:le ," :lllrl \\'a!pol(, on k.f~ frequently aifurcs his correfpondent, that he 
has no refer\'c fOJ the-ir' common friend. When it became nccefElry to re
move Carteret from the office of fecretary of Ibte, Ncwcarue was fe!etled a'i 
the fitteft perf on to fill that nation, which in conlequence of the :lI1IJ1H C" 
with France, W:lS a poll: of the higheft dc1ic;J.cy a.nd importanc". 

Nc:wcaftle was thirty }cars of age when he was raifed to this office, and :1" 

he fucceeded Carteret, whore knowledge of foreign affairs, and talent s f(lr 
bufinefs were duly appreciated, IJis appointment to fo important a truft 
was contemptuoufly fpoken of, and the new fecretary was confidered as Dot 
capable of fully difch:uging the duties of his office. His outward appe:lr. 
anee and manners, feemed to juftify this obfervation. He was trifling and 
embarra1I'ed in converfation, always eager and in a hurry to tranfatl: bufinefs, 
yet without due method. He was unbounded in flattery to thofe abo\'e him, 
or whofe intereft he was defirous to conciliate, and highly gratified with the 
groffefi: adulation to himfelf. The facility with which be made and broke 
his promifcs, became almofi: proverbial. He was nat fufficientJy con6deratc 
to his fterttaries and fubordinate clerks, exaCting from them a large facrifice 
of time and labour; and to his immediate dependan.ts he was fretful and ... ca· 
llficious. 

With thefe unfavourable appearances, he gave few fymptoms of the 
talents which he undoubtedly poifeffed. In faa, he had much better abi .. 
lities than are uf~ally attrib~ted to him. He had a. quick eomprehenfton j 
he WAS an ufeful and f'teqoent debater in the houfe of peers; had an anfwer 
ready on all OCCafi005, aDd fpoke with great ilnimfLtion, thQugh with little 
arraii&<ment, and without pc< or dignity. He wrote ";th uncommOQ 

facility, 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

facility, 'and with ruch fluency of words, that no one ever ufed a. greater 
nriety of expreffioDs; and it is a remarkable circumftance, that in his moO: 
confidential letters, written with weh expedition as t o be almoR iliegible, 
there is fcareelya tingle enfure or alteration . 

His temper was pee,'ifh and fretful, and he was always. jealous of thorc 
with whom he aCted. Of this jcaioufy, Townfhend occafionally complained 
to his private correij>ondencc with Horace Walpole, ~Uld in one inflance. he 
particularly obfcrves, u Thi~ wa!> my view in fending 3. PfOJct mitoyen, hut 
my dear friend the duke looks upon the thoughts of any body clfe as re
fle-flions upon his own; and inflead of confidering lhe ule that may be made 
of what is fuggeftcd by another, looks upon it as a perfon::tl tbing, anu 
runs out into a long juftific:ltion of hi!:> own performance!), which nobody 
limls f:lult with .... Sir ,R obert Walpole al fo rcpc:lledly infinuatcd Lo 

his correfpondellts, not to omit writing confidentially to Newcaftle. 
and exhorted. them rather to negleCt him thaR the duke, who would be 
grievoufly offended by the fmallefr omiilion. This jealoufy, fuppreffcd jn 
fame meaI'ure during his fubordinate fituation under lord Townlhend. and 
for fame time after his refignation, increafed as he advanced in years, wns 
highly troublcfome to the minifter of the hOLlfe of commons, and created 
fa much difgufi:, as to occafion frequent altercations. 

George the Second had conceived a very early and violent antipathy to the 
duke of Newcaftlc, whith was augmented by the difcordancy of their tem~ 
pers and habits, particularly by his deficicn-cy in method and cxaCtnefs, 
which the~king confidl!red as effential charaCteriRics of :l miniftcr. The repre
fcntations of Walpole, on the neceflit)' of coociliating a man fa powerful 
from family and party connections, had induced the king to moderate or 
conceal his_repugnance; but his diflike broke out occafionally into bitter 
exprcffions of contempt ancl averfion. '1n one of thefe difcontented moods, 
he faid to a confidential perfRn, U You fee that I am compellrd to tak.e th~ 
duke of Ncwca1l.le to be my miniher, who is not fit ' to be chamberlain in 
the f'mallcfi: court Of GeIlllany." 

With there habjts, and this dirpofition, :10<1 under the neccffity of ftrug. 
g1ing ~nft the dcep~rooled averuon of George the Second, it is a matter of 
furprilc tbat he fo long retained his power j for if we reckon from his firft pro~ 
mOlion to tbe poll of lord chamberlain, to his rcGgnation at the commence~ 
ment of the reigOJqf George the Third. he continued to fill a highJituation at 
court for :L period. of fix.. and forty years. This la,ng continuance in 'Office 
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WlS owing to -his situa.tion as the chief le.1.der of the Whigs, to t~is princ~l}" 
fortune and profufion of expenee, to the high integrity and dlfinterd1:edncl~ 
of his chara8:er, and to the uniform (uppart which he gave to the houle of 
Brunfwid . 

As a {ubordi nate minifter, aaing under fupcrior influence, hi s 7.1:.11 and 
activity were big,hly uCeful ; and IllS waut of aruer and w:umth of tempel', 
were counteracteu and modifie:u by the method :lnd prudence of \Valpole. 
But when he was placed at the heJ.d of affair!>, he hecame diftmcled· with 
the multiplicity of buJincrs, yet unwilling to dj \'idc J1 wi ill others. vV":l.k
ncfs of counfds. fluCtuation of opinioll, and deficiency of 1piri t~ mal ked his ad~ 
minifhation during all iaglorious period of fiXl e<.!O years. fwm which Eng. 
la.nd did not recover, until the mcdiocrit}' of his miniflcfI.t1 takll~. aml the 
indecifion of hi !> charaCter, we re ,ont rouled by the afCl'ndc rKY of Pitt , 
Hiscol!ea!~nf" in office, \Vill inm St.luhopc, (dcfrcmlul hom S! r J oh n Stall 

hope, brother of PhIlip lh..: firfl carl of Chcficr/il.ld) W:1'> third [on of J ohn 
SUllhopc of Ely,lfton, in n ":lh) tlmc, amI att cl recC'i \'Ln£, .1 Icarned euuca. 
tion, he entered into the profcffion of anllS; fcrvtd in Sp:JJn umI..!f lii .. ki nf
man James, :lfrcrw3.rd~ carl Sranilopc, ami after feveral promotions , obtained, 
in l715, a regiment ofborfc. He was chofcn in the firft p:uliament vfthe 
reign of George the Fira, for the town of Derbr; and in 17 J 7. appointed 
envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the king of Spain. On tbe rup
ture which broke out between Spain and England in 17 J 8. he was named 
envoy and plenipotc:n~iary to the COUrt of Turin, In May 172 I he ft:p..'l!d a .. 
a. volunteer in tbe French anny commanded by marlhnl Berwick. which laid 
fiege to Fonta,rabia., During ~his waT~ he concerted ~ plan for the cleft.r~a.ioll 
of three Sparulh lhlps of the hne. and a great quantIt y of n:wal flores, In the 
port of St. Andero, in the Bay of Bifcay ; an £nglilh fquadron eifl:tted that 
cnterpri7.e; he himfdf contributed to the execution, by accompanying a 
detachment of troops, whicll &r.wick fent at his folicitation, and was dIe 

• • fir1\. that leaped into the W3.ter when tbe boats approached the filorC; t. 
On the peace with Spain, he was conftituted brigadier general, and return

ed to Madrid in the fame charaaer as before. During Jlis refidence at 
that court, he WllS witnefs to many extraordiuary eve,o.ts, which be bas ably 
cletailed in hi, difpatches. The abdication. of Philip the Fifth. the fuccef· 
iOl) and death of Louis, the 'refump,iQl\ of the crown by .Philip. the ~turo 
of die Sp.nilb infanta, the feparation of Spain £rom France, aAd wow. with 

rame hUffY and agitatiOn, I I if h~ did ellery 
thing." Cor~(poDdeuce, Period. v . 

.,. CoUinl'1> Fcaqc, 

Ib~ 
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the houre of Auftria. and the rife :md fall of Ripperda. He manifdled 
great firmnefs and difcretion when that mini!l:er WIlS forcibly taken from his 
houfe; and his condut\: on this occaJion, prjncipally impre6"ed the king und 
th(' mininers, with a decp'fcnfe of his diplomatic talents,. and contributed to 
his fUlure elevation. 

On the rupture with Spain, which commenced with the liege of Gibraltar. 
he retllrned to England, and was appointed vice chamberlain to the king, 
:'ond foon afterwards nominated, in conjunCtion with H orace ' :V3Ipole and 
Stephen Poyntz. plenipotentiary at the cangrers.of Soiffons. 

He had now two great ohjeCts in view, a peerage. and the office of (eere
tary of fi::1 le. But he had to fhuggle as well again{\: the ill-will of the king, 
who W:'lS highly cJifplearcd with his brother Charles Stanhope, as againfl: the 
prejudices of Sir Robert Walpole, who, deeply imprefied with a recollt!tl:ion 
of the conduCt of earl Stanhope at Hanover, had taken an averfion to the
very name. It required all the influence of the duke of Ncwcaftle, and the 

.friendfhip 0'( Horace 'Valpole, to (urmount lhefe obftruEtions; which were 
not rcmm-ed until he hJ.d gained an accellion to his diplomatic charJ.Cl.er, 
by repairing to Spain, and concluding the treaty of Sevillc. His merits in 
that delicate negot iation, extorted the peerage from the king; and on the 
reGgnation'of loro Townnlend, hc w:ts nominated fccretary of ftatc_ In that 
office, his knowk:dge of l or~ibn aA:tirs, hi .. application to buGncfs. his at~ 
tention to diplomatic forms, the folcmnilY of his deportment, the predfion 
of his difpatches, and his prope'nfity to thc adoption of vigorous mcarurcs 
ngainft: Fmnl-c. on the death of Auguflus tht; Sccond, rendered him highly 
acceptable to the ki ng_ Having offt:ntlcd quet'o C.lfollne, by affdli ng to fet 
tip nn intcrcfi independenl of her, he would bav!! been removed, had .not hi! 
prudence and caution :Igain c9nciliatJ.:d ilt"r f.wour_ 

He never cord ially CQ,ilC'f("("u " ,ilh Sir R ohert ~'alpo!{'; :Ultl ahhol,gh he 
:timon unito rmly aft-cd in luhCl"rviitlcc to his view!", he look<.-ci up to the duke 
;.If Nev.-came as hi" patron and fricnd, and g:we mnny in/lanccs in which he 
1acrific<."d hi" own in tcrefh . even in oppof. llon to the commands of the king, 
to gratitude and Iriendlhip. He W:lS a man of ftrong fenfe nnd modcra.tion ; 
of high honour and clifinterefted integriqr; and fo tc:hacious of his word. 
that Phili£ of Spain faitl of him. "Stanhope is the onl)' foreign minjfter who 
nr.:\-CT dctff~ me:' H e won ofa' mild and even temper, and had contratied. 
hy long blbit. fo much l'~tjence ;mJ phlegm, that he was charafurifed by 
t ile Port11guefe milliftcr. Don Arcvcdo .. , a'i " 1W1 behlg aUHfiClffuIIIO imn rupf 

• Orford Papers. 
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l!toft who Jpr;lr.t to him." A contemporafy hinarian IP: ha~ airo (:,rther de .. 
fcnbed hirnas one whore moderation. good fcn[e, :md integrity, were ruch. Ilia, 
he 11{a5 not confidered as a party man, and hao few or no pcrlo1l.ll cllcmil.!.lI. 

Although he never ij)Okc in the hourI.: of peefS, jot he was highly ufcful ill 
recommendmg to the cabinet the mort prudent methoc.l of attack (IT defence. 
and in fuggcfttng hints to thofe who were endowed wi th thC'S'ft <If the 
tongue. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SEVE N TH , 

Odgin nnd P,ogr¢ of the DijogrernJeJJ/ }UIWreJJ 1'o'lv»jhmd al1d'lJ~lll'0k-Rr
jigllalioli-Rct,-eal. alld Death of Towllfoend. 

T HE treaty of Seville W3S the concluding ad of Townlhcnd's admi· 
niftration; it was figned on the 9th of November 1729, and on the 

16th of May he retired in difguft from the office of fecrctary of nate. His re~ 
f.gnation w.as owing to a difaglcement with hili brother in law and co·adjutor, 
Sir Robert Walpole, which had long fubfifted. It had been occ1fion:tlly 
compromi(ed by the interference of common friends. hut finally broke into :l. 

rupture. which rendered the continuance of both in office incomp:ltibJe. 
The caures of this mifunderftanding We{e various, and originated from the 

difference of their tempers. from difagreement OD fubje~, of domeilic and 
foreign politics, from potitiol and private jealoufy. 

Townfhend was frank, impetuous, and overbearing j Jong accuftorued to 
diaat.e in the cabinet. and fond of recommending violent meaCures. Wal~ 
pole was mild, infimJ&ting, pliant, and good-tempered; defiro~ ~ conci= by lerucAt methods, but prepared to employ vigour wbtn ~gmn: Wil 

lIlY. 
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The rough and impetuous manners of Townfuend, began to :11ienate the Chapter ". 
king, and difguft the queen. All the members of the cabinet Wt!fe no lefs 17JO. 

diffatisficd with him. Nt!wcafl-lt', in particular, was anxious to remove a ~ 
minifter, who abfolutcly direCtC!d an forcigo afiairs, and who rendered him a 
mere cyptler. He wiOled to procure the appointment of lord Harrington, 
who already owed his peerage to hiD), and. who, he fla.ttered himfelf. would 
ad in fubfervieoce t'o his dH5latcs. 

To there public caufes of mifun<icrftanding, derived from a ddire of pre. 
eminence, a private motive was unfortullalciy added. The family of Townf
hend had long been the man conlpicuous. and accuflomed to take the lead, 
&! the only one then d ifiinguifiled by a peerage. In the county of Norfolk. 
the Walpolcc; were Cubordin:ae both in efrate and cunfcqucncc, anu Houghto!\ 
was f.tr illferior in fplendour t o Rainham *, But circumftances were much. 
altered , Sir Robert Walpole was at the head of the treafury. a peerage had 
been conferred on his font the increafe of his paternal domains. the build. 
ing of a magnificent feat. the acquiiition of a fupcrb colleCtion of paintings., 
:1 fumptuous fiile of Jiving, aoo affable manners, drew ro Houghton a conflux 
of compaoy. and eclipfed the more faber and lers rplcndid efrabliChment at 
Rainham , 

Walpole had long been contidered as the firfl: miniflct in all bufinefs 
relating to the internal aff:lir::.: he was the principal butt of oppofition. for 
t hc name ofTownOlend fea redr once occurs in thl.' Craftfman. and the other 
political papers againft government. while that of \Valpolc is fcen in almofl 
~very page. 

His influence over the quccn had, on the aceeffion of George the Second .. 
prevented the removal of Townlhend. He managed the houCe of commons, 
:md was fupported. by Ii far greater number of fnends than his brother mi. 
Rif1:er could boaft, who had little parliamentary influellce, and frill leCs pcr
fonal credit. 

Walpole felt, in all tbefe circumitances, his fuperior c:onfequence; he was 
confcious that be lhould be fupportcd by the queen, and was unwilling to 
continue to at[ in Ii fubordinate fituation j while 'l'ownfhend, who had .lone
been ufed to didate, could not bear any oppolition to his fentiments, or any 
refiftance to his, views. He: conti dered his brother mininer is one wh.o ~ 
6rft enlifted .oimrclf urid~r his banners, and who ought to continu~ ~o att 
with the fame implicit obedience to his commands. Hence a ftruggl~ for 
power enfued . 

• Rainham "at l.Ioa}lt by Inigo Jpnt. for Sir RPgtr TO""t'llheDd. 
Townlhend 
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ieriod IV. Townihend had hitherto poirdfed what the French call Ja jellill,' des bellr
:1'J,7 to ':;30; fiees, and .hnd heen the principal difpcn(er of ccdefiaflical preferments, This 
_.. great objeCt- of mimfll'l'I:li Influence W.1~ naturally coyctcd by Walpole, and 

h:l.d occafioncd fre(!uent clifputes,' tn many points of dotpellic adminifrra
tion , the vlOlenc!" of Townfhcnd's meafnrcs was reprobated and oppafed 
bv \-V.L1pole, particularly in thC' bufinefs of Wood's coinage i in the haughty 
manner of writing to the duke of Grafton, then IOTd lieutenant of lrclana; 
and in the meafurcs adoptld in the r~oh in SI-otland in 1725. In foreign 
affairs, Walpole affected not to lnterfere. declaring that he did not un
derfbnd them, and that they did not belong to hi s department;' yet he 
-always oppo(cu, as much a!:. lay in his power, all complicated engagements, 
and uniformly objeCted to the too lavilh expenditure of the pubhc money 
in the formation of allianccs~ which he often conudered as ufders and ch ime
ncaJ. H is rcm('lnrtrances hail produced a fcnfihle effed ill oppo6lion to 
the fentiments of T ownfhend; but iL was particularly in the negotiation for 
the treaty of HJ.nover. that a wide I..hftcrencc of opinion bad fub/iH.cd . Ht' 
cxpre1fed his dlfapprobatinn at the precipitate manner in wluch it was con
cluded, and was offended that fuch an imporl:mt ftep had been taken without 
:l due communication to him. 

He was fiill more diffatisfied when the Danifh fubfidy became duc. F or 
as France avoided paying her £hare, and the whole burt hen fell upon Eng
land, he, as minifter of finance, was under the ncccffity of finding refources 
to '{upply the deficiency. 

In feveral difpatches from the foreign minifters in 1125 anu 1126. frequent 
mention is made of the growing mifunderftanding between TOlVnOlclld and 
Walpole, and a rupture is dc-fcribed :lS u n:l\'oiJablc. Yet tl.ef,· bicke ring .. 
and occafional inflances of difcordant fentiment s, did not alienate the: 
brother miniftcrs. They continued to aD: toge ther, and on the acceffion 
of George the Second. the removal 0' one would have been followed Vvith 
tbe te6gnation of the otber. Their union at tbis period was fo dore, a.nd the 
c,PHUoh which Wnlpole entel'tained ofTownlhend fofavourabJc, that in 17'1.7. 
when Townlbcnd was in imminent danger, WalpoJe eipreffed, in terms of 
~~ ant1 ~onceI9, his apprebtnfions of the lots wbich the caufe would 

,
. ,,"m His deat'h j U he confidered b;n:.. as t1;le bulwark of the con!Ut.p. 

, " • 1/. ~ trufted llull Prwiikllu cv0f4IJ iltUrpof61ofove the mON, wi/hpl4/ ~h(ml 
'].n t. tA, gr_d • ,..-
• dilj>ut .. had been frequently allayed by the interpofition of lady 

• Soc Comfpondence, PerIOd lV. 
Town.rbead, 
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Townlhend; the had,1ike: an Ofravia bc:twecn Anthony anti Auguftu<;, by a 
dikreet exertion of her"influence as wife and fjller, moocnncd the afpefities 
of the contending poli6cians. But her medi:l.tion had unfortunately cea(ed 
by her death. which happened in March 172.6. 

Queen Caroline oblcrved the gl'O'Wing mifunderfl::mding between the bro~ 
ther minillers, and when the rupture became unavoKiable. gave her fup
port to WaJpole in preference to TownOlcnJ. By her influeuce, he foon ob
t&ined the preponderance. 

Townfhend, thus reduced to act a fct'ondary part, "Was refolved to make an 
effort to recover his former power, by forming a new adminifhation, and r~
moving the duke of Newcaftle, whore official jcn.l.oury. and attempts to fl.ite lord 
Harrington to the office of recretary of fiate. had dirpleaft.'<1 him. and placing 
his friend lord Chefterfield, who had long afpil'oo to that {btion, in his 
ftead .. Ful1 of Ihefe projctts, he accomp:mied the king to H:lIlovcr; and 
as he was the only Eoglifh minifier of the cabint't abro:ld, he embraced the 
fa\'ourJ.ble opportunity of ingratiating hjmfelf. H e became more obfequiou:. 
to' the king's German prej udices, paid his court with unceafing affiduity. 
&Dd appeared to have gzUned fo much influence, that he thought him/elf 
capable of obtaining the appointment of ChcllerfielJ, who was at thi~ 
time embafiador at the Hague, and had confidcrably difl:inguirhed himfelf 
in his diplomatic capacity. At the fuggcfiion of lord Townlhcnd, when he 
waited on the king in his paiTage throu gh H olland, he requefied and obw 
tailled permiffion to attend him to London. \Vh C'n T ownf11el'l.d offered Ihl! 
place of fecrerary of {tate to Chdletfield, he inquired if he had fecurcthhe 
queen; his anfwer implied no doubt. But the vllry choice he had made 
was in itfelf fufficient to counteract his {heceis. Cbcftcrfic1d had otfClndcrl 
the queen by the court be paid to lady Sufiolk. and fhe exerted all her in
fluence with the king, which was feldom exerted in Yain, to fruftrate tbe 
fcheme. , . 

Such an attempt, how~ver (ec retly concluded. could not efcape the obferV& .. 
tion of , Val pole. He conferred with the queen on the proper means of avert· 
ing the deftgn, and the communications he received from her in this and 
.other particulars, inflamed his refentmenr.. On quitting the pa1a~e after one 
of tht=fe conferences, he met Townrht'nd at colonel Selwyn'1I, in Cleve1&nd 
<!burt, in dfe prefence of tbe, duke of N~wcaftlc, Mr. Pelham. coloncland 
Mrs. Selwyn. The converfation turned on a f()reign negotiation, which at tbe 
detire of WaJpo1e had been relinquirhed. T ownlhentll however. fiill required 
tb&t ~e mea[ure fhould be men~ioned tp the commons, at the fame time 
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Ptriod IV. th.1 the houfe Ihould be inform~ that it .... given up. Walpole ohjtalng 
"7~7to '7 30' to this Wopofal.1~ Iilexpedtent, and calculated only' to gtve unneceffiuy trou~ 
'- +_....J bIe, Townfucnrl I:ud, " Since you obJet\., and the houfc of commons is youe 

1'beirdifrer .. 
I CftQe U 10 

lordgn ar_ 
tli,r • • 

cOncern more than mine, I fha.ll not pcdift in my opinion; but as 1 now 
give wa.y, I I;annot avoid obferving. that upon my honour I tlunk that mode 
of proceeding would have been moil adviCable." Walpole. piqued at thefe 
expreffion!\o loft his temper, and (aid, U My loro, for Ollce, there is no man's 
fincenty which I doubt (0 much.as your iordfhip's, and ] never doubted it fa 
tnuch a5 when you are plcafed to make fuch ftrong profeaions." Townlhend, 
JJlCC'nfed at this reproach. [crud him by the collar, Sir Robert Jaid hold of 
him in ~turn, and then both, at the fame inO:ant, quitted their hold, and 
laid their hands UPOD their {words. Mrs. Selwyn, alarmed, attempted to go 
out and caU the guards, but was prcVCtlted by Pelham. But although their 
friends interpnrffi to prt"vcl1t an lmmediate duel. yet the contumelious ex
preffioDs u(ed on this occafion, rendered aU aJtempts to heal the br~J.dl 
meJfeCl:.ual . 

Great difference of opinion had al(o arifen in regard to foreign affairs . When 
Townlhend accompamed the king abroad. in May J 729. he confidered the 
Emperor as the fole cufe of the obfiades which impeded :t. general paCifica
tion. and immediately on his arrival at Hanover, plunged mto the chaos of 
German politics. H e! was fo much incenfed againft the Emperor, and fo ve
hemently inclined to compel him to accede to the admiffion of Spanilli gar~ 
riroo9 jnto Parma. and Leghorn, that he promoted, to the utmafl: of his 
power, the condufion of a fubfidiary alliaAce with .the four e1etl::ors of the 
Rhine, by which England could not have guararuted the pragmatic fane
tion during the exiftence of that alliance.. On the cORtrary, Walpole, llm:iR 
ous not to do any thing which might render England incap.lble for a time 
to gratIfy the Emperor in his favourite proJed, fecretly oppofed the conclu
tion of the treaty, and laboured to recopclle the difcordant polllics of Spain 
utI A\tllria, or if <that WI! impoffible, to conciliate Spam without too 
enlicb imwing the E~r . 

. This ccDi60n of optniom natuta11y incret.fed the m.ifund~rlb.odiDg, led. 
thrm to 'COWlttraA: each other, and to ftrive 10r 1*~=ineDce in the cabinet. 

t.-JI>,.d· Ha.;"g failod i • .-i6og Cheft.rfi.1d liD 1be olIioe of iCcretary of !late. 
"'aoI!t6;;.;;. ... -:.:r.o;..I 'J; .... olhcod mad< • loft attempt to olltAiD . ,place for Sir .Poul Mello_. =.: . 'u! 'which I>e "'" CCjIIlI!lr unCua:efJIW. ~ difilppoin_ i.-.fe<:I lois 

. ' •. I~ initability,..micb I>e ventl\ll jD peevill' upreai_ .p,i jord Hu· 
riftCt-t oed tbtfe teprcadt ... pIQbably exaggera~ b"lhe ..... 0£ New
,.,(,01 ij:Q II>e~in the c.,binet. 
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At length the conteil: was brought to a criiis. Townfllcnu fl!'c::ns to 
have obtained the good.will of the king by rcprcfcnting. that he was the 
only Cupport of his Ger~an jnt~ren, that lord 1-\.trrington had ncg,lcBe<t 
preffing the plan ofopemtJons agalOft the Emperor, any that Hano\·cr ..... o':..lid 
be facrificcd by the new arrangements. Under there circ.umfianccs, the duke 
of Newcaftle had written, with the approbation of rhe W .llpolcs, a dilp3tch 
to the plenipotentiaries at Soillons, dlfiuading an attack of the Auilrian Ne
therlands, advifing that an army lhould be aff'cmbled on the banks of th!.! 
Rbine, for tbe purpofe of threatening the frontiers of Bohf'mia; but ftrongly 
recommending, that before this plan was concerted with Franc!.!, proporals of 
accommooation fhould be prcfented to the Emperor. But bl'fore the IcttC'r 
was fubrnitted to the! king, TownChend had written to him, enforcing 
the ncceffity of forming a plan of hoftile operations bt!forc any declara· 
'tion was made, for the pUrPofe of compelJing the king of Pruffia to fuhmit, 
Gnd reducing the Emperor to accept of the terms dictated by England and 
her allies. 

The king approved this advice, and ordered Townfhend to communicate 
his refolution to the duke of Newcaftle and Horace ;W-alpole, that inftruc
tions might be forwarded to the plenifotentiaries, in conformity to that opi 
nion. TownOlend accordingly fent the letter, with the king's anfwer, to 
Horace Walpole, and went into Norfolk for a few days. In this d ilemma.. 
the duke defpaired of fuccefs, and propofed to ad aglUably to the di8:ates 
of TownOlend. But Sir Robert Walpoll ~ommunicated Newcaftle's dif
patch to the queen, and obtained, through her influence, the affent of the 
king. who expreff"ed his fu ll approbation of the contents. 

Townfhend, finding that his perfonal influence with lhe king W3S not (uffi· 
clcnt to counteraCt:. the exertions of his rivals, oppofed by the queen, and 
deferted by the remaining members of the cabinet, gave in his refignation, 
and retired from public affair.;. 

In fcvcral letters to his confidential correfpondents abroad, which are ftiU. 
extant in the Rainham Colleai~n) Townlhend attributes his refignation 
principally to the effeCts of his dangerous iUne(s in 11'l.7, which rendered 
him incapable of fupporting the fatigues of his place. but hints at the famt 
time with great delicacy at the ccolnefs and miftnteJligence which had arifen 
between'him a.Dd Sir Robert Walpole, and (0 the difguft he had recently re
Ceived from that quarter, which fortified his refolutKm. At the fame time be 
adds, with great fpil-it and dignity. that ~e is happy to announce thai his "-
treat will .DOt make any alteration in public affairs, and that he nevcr could 
baye rdOl_cd to quit hi. fttuation. if he had JIQt bccA 1iilly cOAvinced thU 
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'¥"alpole would follow the fame principles, and carry on the fame meal'ures 
which had been hitherto purfued. In his letter to Slingelandt, he obfervcs, 
t( the king ha.s had the goodnefs to permit me to retire in the mof\: obliging 
m:mner, and has moA. gracioufly received the alfura.nces, which 1 took. the 
lihcrt~·· [0 ma)... c. that notwithflanding my refignation, J fhould always be 
ready 10 furnifh all the edaircilfements in my power. whenever it {hall be 
d('~mcd ncccJ1:H}' (or his ferv ice." .. 

Townnlcnd retired with a matt unfullied ch3.rad:er for integrity, honouf, 
:lnd difintcrefiednds, and gave feverlll ftriking proofs that he could command 
the natural warmth of his temper. and rifefuperior to the malignant influence 
of party (pirit and difappointed ambition. The oppolition, who had formed 
f:mguine ex.peC\:alions of the confequences of the difuilion in the cabinet, 
'were prep:1re<1 10 receive him with open arms, but he refifted their ad .... 
,"antes, and firmly perfevered in his anginal determination. Soon aftet 
Chdlerfidd con1menccd his ardent oppofition to Walpole, he went to Rain· 
ham, and requeUed Townfhcnd to attend an important queftioll in the hourt: 
of lords. T ownrhend replied, that he bad formed a refolution which he 
could not break, of never again engaging in political contdh. U I recol
lea," he added, " that lord Cowper, ~ugh a (bunch Whig, had been be· 
trayed by perfonal pique and party refentment, in his oppofition to the mi· 
niflr)', to throw himfelf into the arms of lhe Tories, and even to [upport 
principles which tended to (erve the caufe of the Jacobites. I know that I 
Bm extremely warm; and I AlQ apprehenuye if I fuould attend the houfe of 
lords, I alfo rnay be hwried away by the impetuofity of my temper, and by 
pcrtonaJ relem D1cnt , to adopt a line of condud:, which in my cooler moments 
1 may regret." H e maintained this honourable and truly patriotic relolu
tion; and thlU proved himfelf worthy of the higheft eulogium. . 

He paKed the evening of his-days in the pur[uit of rural occupations and 
agricultural experiments i his improvements ameliorated the ftate of hufban
dry, his bofpitality eOdeared him to biJ heigbboUfS, and the dignity of his 
chana" infured refpe/l:. Approlu:nfive of being tempted again to enter 
jnto thofe (cenes of aaiv~ life, which he had reCoIved tot~ly to abandon, he 

. ~c\'er n:vi6tcd the capital, but died, at Rainham. in 1738, aged 64. 
Notwitbll&nding U>e afperit, w~h whi<h tbi' ""nteft was condutted, ~ 

-brothen feeon to h."" ....",oced their fricod!bip without forfeiting their etloctm 
for each other. To .. .n.end did _ ind" in pceviih cxpretT~ againll: 
hio ''''"efsful rival. opd Sir lI.obcrt Walpole never blamed the miniltorial con· 
duIl:« dqm:ciated ~ abilitia oflo!<! Townlhend. H ..... oIw"' ...... ill"" 
tf) enter iMo .dIe CIIIfu of. thoU di{ulli~n; wh<A AD iD!ilnlle !riood p~ 

-+ iUm 
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!tlm on the fubjet\: fome yean'&fterwll!ds, he made feveral attempts to evade 
the queftion, and at length replied," It is difficult to trace the caurcs of a 
difpute between fi:atefmen, but I will give you the hinory in a few word,; 
as long as the firm of the houfe was Townfhend and WlIlpo!e, the utmoft 
h:w'ffiony prevailed; hut it no fooner became 'ValpoJe and Townihend, th3n 
things went wrong, and a feparation enfued Ill • 

• 
• The contenu of thi' chapter are derived field.-Communitationl from the lat~ earl of 

from the Imer' in the CoiTefpondeD~._ Orford. lord Syd~ty, aad his brother C h;'lrle:; 
Etou jth" Papm._ Thelal!: 1hrlofHarclwicke" T ownfhend, efqulte. 
)femol'lLllduna.-Maty's Life orLord Chcilc:r-

Chapter ]1- . 
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PERIOD THE FIFTH: 

From life Refignation of Lord TOWNSH!ND, ' to the DilTolution 
of the Parliament. 

CH-APTER THE THI!tTY-EIGHTIl: 

• JPalpoJe ilJCiinc! 10 II Ruollciliation wilh the J!.mptr'or .-. NegotiaJ jom 'which pre
uded and u rmi1lflud ill the Treaty of Vienna.-l.Treaty of Srville carrieli into 
E\·uu,lolI .-Tf'on!aflionJ ill Pa1liamtnt.-Gtneral SoJisjofljoll.-CharaEJer of 
Earl Wa!d~gr4ve, the hew Emh'!/Jador 0/ Pari!. 

T HE refignation of Townfhena plaCed WalpOle 10 a new POlDt ot vIew. 
Hitherto he had taken no public' part in foreign affairs, and had only 

indiretlly influenced the current negotiations, either through the private in
terpo6tion of the queen, or the medium of his brother. and he affeCled to 
leave the fole direction of thofe matters to the fecretary of fiate. But the 
removal of Townfhend inftantly changed. his fituation. The duke of New
uffie for fome time continued to ad the fame Cubordinate part as before i 
and the new fecretary) lord Harrington, received his impulfe from the mi~ 
nifter of the finanCClt or from his brother Horace. Walpole, therefore, now 
took a more open and decided place in the regulatioD of foreign tranfaa:iODS, 

. and his opinion feuns to have principalIy contributet.l to the renewal of the 
a.ncient 
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• ncieot conneaion with the houfe of Auilria, with whom Engl&nd had been 
[0 long in a fiate of open dtfiance. 

H e had fa~oufly appreciated the advantages which refultcd to Englann 
from the alliance with France, was convinced, that a.o. union with that power 
had effettuall}' hurt the caufe of the Pretender, ' and counteraCt:ed the fchemes 
of the Jacobi tes. He was aware that France, during the minority of Louis 
the Fifteenth, or under the government of a prime minifter like Cardinal 
Fleury, of a pacific and timid difpofitioD, was a. very proper ally in a defenGve 
treaty, to check and prevent the.c::letign! of the Emperor, who had formed 
fchemes and alliances detrimental to the fecurity and commerce of England. 
He well knew that minifters of n free nation muft fometimes be obliged to 
contraa new engagements,' in oppofition to thofe powers with whom they 
would have been willing to have lIVed in the ftrideft friendlllip, upon ju{t 
and honourable terms·. 

H e had therefore concurred with Townfhend. in walmly promoting the 
alliance with France, and was not deterred by the popular outcry, that the 
~afUl'es of the cabinet were direCted to lower our natural ail),. the houfe 
of Auftria, and cxaJt Francc,our natural enemy, from purfuing a. plan which 
fec\lIed to England internal tranquillity a.nd external peace. The improve
ment of our commerce and manufaCtures were a full.jufrification of this wife 
meafure. 

But thin~ were now confiderably changed. The folid dlablilhment of 
the boufe of Hanover on the duone of Great Britain, and the number of 
Jacobites who. on the quiet acceRion of George the Second, renounced 
their principles, had leffened·the danger of internal commotions, and ren
dered' the co-operation of France in favour of the Pretender, lefs an object of 
alarm. 

The rebtive 6tuation of France was no lefs changed. Morville. tbe 
friend of EngJand~ had btc;n difmitfed from the office of fecretary of flate, 
and his fUCJJiTor. Chau~lin, the tlk'my of England, governed Cardinal 
Fleury. A reconciliation had taken place between France and Spain, and 
the ancient jealoufy between FlOUlce and England begs" to revive on both 
fides. 

In confeque~ce of this altera.t:ioq. of circumftanccs, France atl:ed from po
licyan indecifive and wavering pacT. When the Emperor, lnoppofition tQ 
the arrangements JJ,U.de by the allies of Seville. had declared, that if Spanifh 
/.llOOpf lhould enter Tufcany, .ht wouW drive tbem o~ became ~1TaQI 

either 

Chaptft' ,IJ. 
l"oto1n l• 
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either to force. him to execute that treity, Of to pre\'a.il upon him) by the 
guaranty of his favourite object, the pragmatic fand:ion. Cardinal Fleury 
affe8:ed to co·operate with England, in obtaining the confent of the Em .. 
percr, either by force or perfuafive means; but artfully threw obftaclcs in 
the way of both. Various (cbemes for effeCting that cod were propofed. It 
was the great objett of England to prevent the inva60n of the Low Countries, 
and to confine principally the fcat of war to Sicily. or at leaft to Italy. It 
IY!lS the view of the French to extend it to tbe other parts of the Auftrian 
dominion5~ under the hopes of ma.ltiA« tonquefu on the fide of Germany and 
the Low Countries. 

When the two nations wtrt ~ua.ted with ruch diB'erent views, no co· in .. 
cidena of opinion could be expeCted. France objeCted to all (chemes, either 
of compulfion or compromife, iUld endeavoured to throw tbe blame of inaca 

tivity on the Englin) and Dutch. M~anwhile Spain complajnod bitterly 
that the treaty of SeviUe was Dot executed. aod that Parma. and Tufcany, for 
the attainment of which /he had acceded to the quadruple alliance, were on 
the point of being -loft. • 

Walpole now perceived that the firiet: alliance with France would no 
longer be maintained. H e had two obje8:s in view, the one. according to 
his own expreffions, to !ovoid & war with the Emperor, for fcar of irs con
fequenccs. and the other with Spain, on account of our trade, and the 
only method of eKeCting both thefe puipQfes was to renew the a.nocnt COll

ne8:ion with the houfc of Auftria, and to lure the Emperor to accede to the 
truty of Seville, with the promife of guarantying the pragmatic fa.naion. 

On thefe interecting topics he maintained a correfpondence with his 
brother, Horace W,alpole. embaiflWor at Paris; co.ted his opinion in 
favour of continuing the friendfhip with France, and gradually brought him 
om- to approve a Il.egotiation.witb the houfe of Auitria. 

Tbe Emperor had, before the treaty of Seville, endeavoured to open a. fe a 

pante negotiatioo with England, and fince its coac;lufion -ht4 thrown out 
hiats to our emba.tIador at. Vienna" tbat a tborough re«lORC.'iliation might 
ca/iJJ Ix detted. I. confequenre of tbdC ipliouations, the BritiJb ~.biaet 
decided on mak.ing the attempt, and lord Harrington announced this rcfo. 
lution in a. official difpatch to Mr. &obir. "11,0 hid f"cceded earl Walde· 
pvc in tile omboffy to VieDna '. _ 

"" ...r.,,, boiJIg ~ittcd! tb.t tlx lJnA!:iakourt ~ inclined. ~tl>a'<ry 
__ or IiaccWJ.QQ their F4 to nmTw thclt anC1Cnt lXIDIIe6Iiioa mth 

• Stptember l4-:l5, '1". CorreCpolIdcnu, Ptt!~ v. 
EnglaDd. 
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England, on fair and rearonable conditions. farther inftrudions Were for .. 
wardtd from the Cecretary of il:ate, together with the plans of treaties and de
clantioRI to ,'if figned by the Emperor. both in reg&rd to tbe dilputes wIth 
England, and 'to the king', German atfalfS *, 

Wh~le thil negoriatton we pending, the delay ~ve fuch umbrage to the 
king of Spain, that he d.dared, by the Marquis of CaftilJar, his em'baffadQr 
at Paris, that he confideMd himfelf free from all engagements contratted 
on his part by the treaty of SeviUe, and at full liberty to adopt fuch mea-
fures as fhould be moil. fuitable to his interefts. ! . 

Chop'" ". 

Soon after thefe tranfactions. the duke o~Panna died j the duellers, hi, Death of the 
, I ~ f ' hr.' duke: of PalWidow. eftc ared henel pregnant: the Emperor, with t e leeret conmvance of rna. 

England, took poffeffion of Parma., making at the fame time a declaration, 
tbat if the duchefs lhould be dehvered of a km, the introoutlion of the 
Spanilh troops Chould.take place j if of £daughteF, Don Carlos fhould inftantly 
receive the lnveftiture of Parma and Placentia, from the Emperor and 

, . 
empire. I. 

In opening this negotiation, the Britilh cabinet had declared it to be the Puli ... m~n· 

detennined refolution of the king to make the treaty of Seville the: bafts of i~.procefd .. 
tbe new a1lillnce, and the fecuring to Don Carlos the fucceAion to Tufcany 
and Parm& was held out as an indifpenfable article. The minifter WI!, 

aware that the beft method to obto.ia peace wa.s to be prepared for war. 
and that the only fuccefsful means for carrying the treaty of Seville intG 
clfed:, were to be ready to enfor~e its execution by vigorous meafures. 
The fpeech which the king delivered from the throne on the meeting of lln.;c. 
p:uliament, was drawn up by him in confOimity with thefe fentimc.nts. After 
declaring. that every meafure was adopted to prevent, by an accommoda-
tion, the fAtal confequenc~ of a general rupture; and that it was impoffib1e 
to Rate the fupplies which would be required for .. the current: femce of the 
year, until peace or war lhouJd be decided upon, it concluded with thefe 
ftrong ex~ffiol1s: ' 

(f The time draws I\ear, which will admit of no farther delays. If the-tran.. 
quillity of Europe can be fettled without the ctrUfiOD of blood. or the d~ 
ponce of public treafute, that ntuation will certainly be moA: happy am! de6r-1 

able, Jlut i~hat b!elTtng cannot ~ obtained, honour, juftke.~ tbefacred 
jIoith due to r<liomR t_ties, will call upon u' to exert OurfelO\:;;~~ 
by fo~at e&nAOt be bad upon j\tft and reafonablc terml-,~.·· .., 

The negotiation was carried on with fo much addrc&.-d"~ that &i, •• 

t JourDals. 
,houl:h 



3H 

I'>riod V. 
113ell>l 734-. - , , ,=-- -

MEMOIRS' OF 

though fome rumour of it had tranfpired. and hints htwl been throWn out ill 
the Craftfman t yet the debate on the fide of the minority W3S condut'tr;d 
on afuppofition. that Engl3.lld was prepar~ng for a war withibc Emperor, 
to execute the treaty of Seville by force, and an amendment to the addre[s, 
was propored, that the king Chawd be rcq\i~ not to concur in :1 war 
againfi. the EmPeror, either in Flanders or On l~he Rhine. But when tliis 
propofition was negatived, a more plauGbJe amendment was fuggdlrd by 
oppofition (who.artfully availed them/elves of the prejudice conceived againft 
the king for hir attachment to Hanover) they propafed to infect, that they 
would Cupport his majefry's ~.lgements. fo far as they related to the in· 
~ of Great Britain. In an[wer to this propofaJ~ Walpole did "Dot heli~ 
tate to declare, U Tha,t fucb, an expreffion in their ad.drefs would fcern to in~ 
6nuate, that the king had entered into engagements that did not rdate to 
tbe interells of Great Britain, which would be a gleatjnftance of ingratitude 
toward6 the king, who in aU Ills rnc;lfures b~ never thewed the leaf\: regard to 
any thing but the intcrdl: at Great Britain,'and the eafe and fccurity of the 
people i as all thofe'Who hat.! the honour to ferve him could tcftify). and upon 
their honour declare; that be hoped every member of that houfe was con
viqced"that the king would never enter into any engagement th.'\t was not 
abfolutely necdfary for procuring the happinefs and infuring the.fafety of his 
fubjelhJ and therefore it was quite unneceffary to confine the words, of their 
&d9ref' to fucb engagements as related to the interefi.ofGreat Br~ain .... 

. Notbing was raid direCUy in anfwel to this a1fertibn. though fo much 
might have been faid. It was only urged, that to Cupport any hoftile ope
rations againft the Emperor on the Rhine, was abfolut-ely defbut'tive to the 
inlereiis of Great Britain, tending to the total fubverlion of the balance of 
power; that the houfe had good reafon to believe that no minift~r would 
dare to adviCe the king to fuch a mealure j anu the member who u[ed thefe 
fuODg e~ons, concluded. by olU'oling the amendment as unneceifary, 
the Addref, was. therefore carrie~ withbut a divifion. It was alfo drawn up 
by th~ minifte~ aDd after aCknowledging, in terms of gratitude, the. king's 
~Cs, " in endeavouri'l!: to ha\l~ the conditions of the treaty of Seville 
fuJ.fi11c:d. and executed, in fuch manner as might ~ft fecure a general paci6.~ 
. ~tion, a.nd.ge;~onfor~~hle.to hU eDglKemenl.$ ;wJUt his allies," ~cclared ~ lhat 
they )'/~ :it.iII> aI!,$lI"*"\li'¥'f., gropt futh fupplies as lhould be ~ary 
for 111 • • w. ~ ... Cui", yoar. aIIII d(cctually enoble tbe kiog<t<> male: 
~ib!! ... t~" 
, 'l1Ie ' ...... ;"1;11 &DC! vigour 0( tbis addref •• which was eqwJly adopted by 

• ChabdJcr. 
tho 
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the houre of peers" h~d a grcJ..t effed: on the tran(atlions abroad, and gave 
energy to the negotiatlOm. at VJC"nn", 

In conft:quence of the aJoption of t! J(.' (e meafurcs. lord H arringlon ex. 
prc{[ed to the Britilh mininer at Vienna. the king's dLlapprobation of the 
delays and obflades ;vit h which the Imperial court clogged the progrefs of 
the negotiations, replied to the counter prfljdl of thl,; Emperor, gave farther 
inllrut tiolls. and [cnt the ultimatum of the c.lbind. 

Notwithfianding thefe r.::monU:r:mccs, the miniilry well knew that the ob
fiat.:Jes were derived no Jels from the pert;n:;'(Ity of the HJ.llovl.:rr.UI , than the 
haughtineCs of the Imperial court, and om; uf the great diffll"ultics which 
occurred in concluding an accomlllcxi:1.tion, aroic from blending the :llf:lirs of 
Germany with thole of Engbnd. 

Robinfoo h:ld been particul.\rly ordered" co to continue the ~reateft 

friendfhip and confidence towards Dicucn. the HanoveriaJl agent :1t Vicnna, 
and act. in perfell:: concert with him in ewry thing, wherein the king's in
tereft.s were concerned; And to employ his beft offices :lOd infbnces with 
the Imperial minifiers, for procuring the mon effct'lual redrefs and fatisfac
tion to the king upon tlle fe,'er:lI demands wh ich Dieden was jnfiruCted to 
make for that purpofc to the court of Vienna." 

Thde objetl.s of contention between the Emperor and the king, as eletl:ar 
of Hanover, werc fo various , complicated, and delicate, that the treaty 
would nevcr have been condudcJ, had the Britit11 miniftcr at Vienna in
filled. according to his official orders, upon a full and fatisfactory anfwt"r to 
all the points in difpute. Fortunately, the cabinet of London. influenced by 
Walpole, had the courage to cut the Gordian knot, which it could not un~ 
100fe; lord Harrjngton. in a private letter. inO:rutled Mr. Robinfon + to 
fign the treaty with Englund, and to refer the German affairs to a future de. 
cHion. 

Another great difficulty in conducting this negotiation, arofe from an er
roneous opinion, formed by the Emperor. that the minifters of the Engiifh 
cabinet were difunitcd, and from a jealoufy that the two Walpoles, who wen:: 
known ft1 dired: the helm of go\Oernment, wcre favourable to the alliance 
With Francc. and confequently hoftiJe to rhe houfe of :AuRria. This notion 
had been {upported by the duchefs of Kendal, in her correfpondence with 
the , Etnprc[s, and corroborated by fome leading members of oppofition, 

• Gralltlwll Papeno Difpltch {rom lord 
lttrrington to Mr kobinfoll, i\ Decemw, • ., ,0. COITI'{pondcncco 
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who h3.d long helli a privttte lntelcourfc of letters with the Emperor or his 
mmillers, 

This falfc opinion, together with the difficulty of fettling the German 
affairs, fufpended t l:-:: fign:uure of the treaty. In thh. OIument of doubt and 
uncert:lint y. a lctt..:r· from Horace WalpOle to Mr. Robin!an, conveying the 
ilrongcfl al[urances of hi~ own and IllS brother'5 fentimenb in f.~vour of the 
Empcrol, decided the Imperial cabinet, and Itaftened the ('onclufion. 

The treaty was fignctl all the 16th of March, and is ufua.JJy called the 
fccond tre.'\ty of V leona, to dillinguiOl it from that which was concluded in 
1725. It was a defenfive alliance, and flipulated a reciprocal guaranty of 
mutual rights and pofteffions j on the part of England, to guaranty the Em
peror's fucceffion, according to the pragmatic fanCl:ion; on that of the Em 
peroT, 10 aboliOl the Oftend company, and all trade to the Eaft Indies. from 
any part of the Aufirian Netherlands, to fcrure the fucceffion of Don Carlos 
to Parma and Tufcany. and not to oppnff" the introoutlion of Spanifh Gar~ 
rifons. 

Thus was th,s grcolt amI difficult ta{k of preventing a general war, accorn
plilbed with an addtcfs and feercey that refleCted high honour on thofe:: who 
conducted it. The treaty of Seville was carried mto execution without force. 
and without breach of faith to any other power: to Don Carlos Parma was 
Cecured, with the conCent of the Emperor. and the eventual fucceflion of 
Tufcany guarantied i Spain was fatisfied with England; ,and the Emperor. 
gratified with the guaranty of tlle pragolatic fanetton, confidered this unioo 
as the commencement of a new rem to the houfe of Auftria. 

The fat'isfatlion in England was full and complete. In fact~ no event 
more difconcerted oppofition, or raifed the minifter higher in the efiima
tion of the pullitc. It had long been a favourite theme of popular decla
mation, that his meafurcs had a tenJency to lower the houre at Auftria, and 
to exalt the power of France. Their arguments were therefore now turnt.'d 
againft themfelves j the breach of the Frt-nch alliance, and reconciliation with 
Aufrria, took away one plaufible topic of raillery and im .. edwe. 

The only popular objection to tbe management of foreign &,fairs now 
wa5~ that England was entangled in a multiplicity of treaties and guaranties; 
that no rupture could take place in Europe, in which we JbouJd not be 
obliged to interfere as principals; that it was the fteady intereft: of Great Bri~ 
t~ to contrad no burtbenfome engagements, to truft to her naval ftrength 
and infular fituation for repelling all foreign a.ttempts, and give 'no juft 
08"tllCe to any of the powers of Europe . 

.. February 9'""-0, 17' I. Comfpolldtnce. 
To 
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To this general objection a general anfwer was returned; th:1t 3. n:ltionJ 

whore fircngth depends upon the flourilhing {hue of t rade and credit, ( in~ 
feparabJt: from that of public tranquillity) whore commerce ~xtcnds iHelf to 
all parts of the world, and is founded on compaCts and ftipulations with 
powers (If differeot and incompatible intcrcfts j who has as many enviers as 
neighbours, as numerous rivals as there arc commercial powers, mull: have 
a more cxtenfive and particular intercil: to forcrec and ob,·iatc thofe trou 
bles, which, if not prevented in time, might occafion great diflurbances, 
might place fa large a fhare of dominion in the hands of one prince, as 
to endanger the liberties of the reft, and confcquently 'interrupt her 
trade. A people thus fituated , rnufl: provide thcmfclves with foreign (up
port, propOrtionable to the attempts that may be apprehended from foreign 
powers to their prejudic.e~ which cannot poRib\y be fecured but by recipro
cal engagements on their part, and by intereftrng them{clves as deeply in the 
welfare and fecurity of other nations, 0Ui they expett thofe nations to intcreft 
themfelves on their behalf. 

This compatt having lecured the confent of the Em~ror to the introduc
tion of Spanifh troops, Philip re\'oked the marquis de Caftelar's declara
l ion~ and acceded to the new treaty of Vienna j and the execution of it, 
which fpec<iily followed, proved the fincerity of the Imperial :lnd BritiO, 
courts. After a few altercations between I he Emperor and Don Carlos, 
the one claiming Parma as an inhelitance, and the other infifting on confr.r
ring it as a fief of the empire. the SpaniOl troops landed at Leghorn, on the 
20th of October, under COD\'oy nf the Britifh and SpaniOl fleet. Don 
Carlos himfclf a.rrived there on the z6th of D ecember, :t.nLl W.lS pU,t in full 
poffcffion of Panna and Placentia. 

In opening this negotiation, Walpole had been anxiow not to irrit{lte 
France, before he had conciliateu the comt of Vienna. He judged it pro· 
dent to fend in the place of his bros her Horace, who had returned from his 
embaffyat Paris, a perf on agreeable to Cardinal .FIe.ury, and ill whom 'he 
could implicitly confide. Lord Chef,terfield had been recommended for that 
poft, as a prelude to his being appointed fecretary of fiate j but Horace' 
Walpole teprefentcd to his brother, that his temper and habits would not 
accord with thore of the Cardinal, and fuggefled the earl of \~aldegrave. a.s 
more proper for fo delicate a fituation, who was accordingly nominated. 

James earl of \Valdegrave was defcended iTom an anci.ent family in 
Northamptonfhire. whofe anceftors may be traced in adirea: tiDe to times~
terior to the conqueft. They were lords of the tawas of WaJdegrave, 
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'1"w)"\' cll ;Ult! SJilllCll, in the coun ty of Northampton -; Sir Riclllud \Valde . 
~p,\,<,! W,\ .. fj)\!a\.. c1 or I he houle of commons in J 3B2 ; ant..! fome of his 3.n· 
ct:flors r(:LCI\ cd tl ' l: <..fi \lc , of N,n'cHock and Borell', in Efi"cx, and Chewtoll 
in SOlllcrb flll .L) ,I ~, lan l .. tl l1m J knry the Eighth . 

) n J (if 1 ~, r I:.]., .ut..! \ \ .lld{·gr:1Xc W:lS made a baronet, and his great 
!~r.md f II I, :-'11 I knry \\ J.ldcgl:tVl', \\J.S crcated, in 1685,a peer, by the title ot 

b.thm W .,1lkgrJ\'e, of ChcIV{cJIl -I-. IQ SomcrletChire, where the family then priD~ 
upal!)' rdiu..:d . On t he re_\ otu rion he followed the fortunes of J ames tJJI.: Se· 
~olld, whure natural uaug,hter. H enrietta, by Arabella Churchill.. he had 
cfpou[<..'(}, and to whom he ! ,!d many and g reat obhgations. He di<..'(} at 
Paris in 1639. 

H is eJeh:il fon and fucccffor James, of whom we are now treating, was 
born In 168+, and educated In the ROJll:\Jl CJthohc religion. 1n J 722 he 
entered into the communion of the (hnrf"ll of EnglJml. and took his feat in 
the hou(e of veers. HI~ uncle, the duke of BcrwKk, bemg: ddirou5 to mor
t ify h im for ha\'ing renounced his faith, inquired of liml whdhcr he had 
made his abjur:ltion from political o r religious motives, and t1ladc= u"e of the 
exprcffion, {/mfifs the truth, to \\iuch he replied, ] changed my r.::ligion to 

avoid {OIl/dJiQIl. 

When it was thought nccetTary to fend an cmbafb,dnr to Vienna, for the 
purpofe of executing thearticll!sagrced upon in the plclimmam:~ ligned be
tween EDlland, France,:md the Emperor at Pans , aml of ('ollcii13lmg Ihe 
Emperor, who had been dilfatist1cd WIth the ki ng of England, lord WaJdl'gravc 
was [elected as the perron whofe mild and affJ.blc dt!l11canour bell quallficd 

• Asrhe account flf the W :lloegrav(' f:lmily 
gillen by Collios, is incorT't'8: ill .m~ny partl
culars, J more atcurJte (!-derl!t.: nt 15 IU:rt' :!dd· 
eli from family dncllmenrs, Lum mU01C.l!rd hy 
the countef\ of W lIllIegNlIIc. .. W:I!Ol P/lvc, II 
.. SaXOIi by Iynull dcfcent, lord of the eouu· 
.. t)' of Northampton, had :II the COIJlutfi 
H one onl1 daughter. and hn he m~"lC , by 
.. rne conqueror's comm:mdrilrnt, to Guenm 
t. or W arm de Waldc\iullc of No-rmandie, by 
tI means o f which ma"iagl', Waloegr:we the 
H Saxon had a pardon granted him hy the 
.. cunql1cror, of his life 1I0d lnnd, notwith.· 
.1 Randins he bore arms againfi him at Saute 
.1 Abbe-y. 00 king Harold', part. wllich p3rdon 
• is yet utant, Ind was latdy in the hands of 
.. the lords of the manor uf W aldegrave, &c. 
u j,g the county of NonbamptoD. Thl. town 

" and ,mllor was fold by Sir WiUbOl W .J.ldc • 
.. ~rlH', "ni); II: , 10 the feign o( king H~nry 
" tilt." F. rl,h th." 

W .ddl:f rrv<.- i ~ of S:UOll ueriv:ltifln, [rom 
'''',,/'/(, ,lIId (;"''Uf', figOlfying Ihe r\lkr of II. 
":OUt!'nr [ureff. T !le 1I0{t(!-Ors o l tne prc(eor 
eu l tdidcd ill diffeknt countiL'S at dL fI"ereut 
periods. A Sir Rid\Jfd W llidegf:lve, who was 
(~kcr o[the houft ofcommoo\ ill 1)83, m3f' • 

r led Ihe hei refs of Syillcficr of Buers. in Ihe 
!.nunly of Snlfolk, and cilhn IlImfdf or fome 
of hb defceodan!s, morc Ih:1O ooce I'C'llrefenred 
that couoty.-T he gr.Lnt3 of N avellOck, Bordy t 
and Cbewton. probably oCc:1fiooed the fale 01-
the family mheli toiOCt in NorthamproolbilT. 

t Col1ins'~ Ptera~.:. Collinfon', HiQ:ory of 
Somerrclthirc:.-Artlcle CheWlOD. 
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Jlim for that negotiation. George the FirO:, who confidcw\ the: Olifiionns 
too gn:at a condt!fcenfion after the ill u(agc lie had reccivt:d from the Em
peror, re nt word that he apprO\'ed the perron, though he diflikcd the u
f.Llld w. 

Lord \Valdegrave ret out in May 172.] . and arri\'cd at Paris 011 the 14th 
of June. The difficulty of fctt ling the complicated negotiations, and the 
cvcn t ~ which followed the deat.h of Gt.'orgc the Firfl, dcrainccl him in. 
France nearly a year. He went to Vielma in April 1728. During hili 
rdidcncc in that capital. he corret1:cd the miO:atcment which the oppofi
tion in England had tranfmittcd of their ftrength. and of thewcaknd~ of the 
JXlrty that clpoured the mca[urcs of govcrnmtnt j and plainly 01 cwcd that 
the di\'ilions in the cabinet would not diminilh tJle weight and influence of 
Great Britain abroad. He proved to the Imperi:;.1 minif1:.ers. that the pre~ 
liminaril.:s with Spain contained no conditi ons hoft ile to the houle of Aufi:ria, 
and were fu itl:ly conformable to the articles of the quadrupll.! alli:lOce. He 
threw out hopes to the Emperor of a future accommodat ion with England, 
and that the guaranty of the pragmat ic fanttion m ight be the confequcnce of 
his acceding tu the introduCtion of Spanieh garrifons into Parma and Leg_ 
horn. H e ohtained a rali ti cation of the preliminary articles between the 
Emperor, Engbm1. and France, and laid lhe foundation of lhe reconci~ 

lialion, which Sir Thumas Rubinlun, afterwa.rds lord Grantham, carr\ed into 
execution. H e then returned to Paris, where he was appointed cmbaffador' 
extraordinary on the rdign:u ion of H orace \ Valpolc. 

He fillcd this difiicult elliployment ten years, during a period in which the 
difunion bel w~cn France and Engi:J.nd was gradually increafing into an open 
rupture. 

For his fervices at Vienna, he \'Ias created vi(count Chewton and ea.rl of 
Waldegrave, :1nd his exertions at Paris were rewarded witb. the garter. In 
1740 he obtained leave to return for the recovery of his health. He em
barked for England, 08:ober 17402 a'nd died at his feat at Naveftock In 

Elfex, on the 11th of April 1741, in the Slth year of his age. 
He was in high confidence with Sir Robert Walpole. and was the fo

reign embaffador in whom the ·minifter., nex t to his brother, principally 
confided. Several letters which paffed between them, and are printed 
in the correfpondence. prove the truth of tbis affertion . He conducted 

himfelf in his cmbaffies with confummate addrefs. and particularly dif.-

• Earl of waJdegra.vc's Djary. 
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fuiod v. tinguifhed himfdf by obtaining fecret inform:ltion in times of emergency. 
~73o:.0 173 .... Though a man of pleafurc. he p·urfued bufinefs, when bufinefs was ncceRarr. 

\ with indefdtigable diligence. His letters are written with great {piTit, perft>i
euity, and good fcnfe, and arc peculiarly entertaining. H e had fa little the 
appear-mec of a man of bufinefs, that he was confidercd as incapable of writing 
fuch excellent difpatches as he tr.mfmitted to England, and they were princi
pally attributed to his fecret:uy. Mr. Thompfon. But this unjuft imputation was 
'oon proved to be falCe, when the emhaffador left France, and the fecretary 
remained charge d'affaires. The inferiority of his letters, to thofe which were 
written during Waldegrave's embaify. was {hiking, and carried a full con
viRion, that they were of his own compofition. I am enaiollcd a1fo to do 
ju{\:icc to the abilities of the earl of \Valdc:gravc in this refpett. A complete 
colleCtion of his letters and d ifpatchc<i} from 1727 to 1740, is prcferved at 
Naveftock , and fhe greater m1mber :lre original draughts written in his own 
hand, with fuch erarures and alterntions as fully PTO\'C that they wcre folcly 
his compofition. They do honour to his diplomatic talents, and prove 
fou nd fenfe, an infinuating addrefs, and dcgant manners. 

$ufpicions or The renewal of the ancient alliance with the houle of Aullria, had greatly 
Franu, difpleafcd the French cabinet, :md particularly di fgulled t.ardinal Fleur),. 

whore fentiments were al ways inclined to the adoption of pacific mea(urc' . 
who (however influenced by the counfels of Chauvelin) was convinced that 
the peace of Europe had been principally owing to the union betwc(! n 
France and England, who appreciated the fentiments of Sir R obert Walpole 
as congenial to his own, and who from long habits of intim3cy and con
fidence, had contracted a partialit}' for H orace \Valpole-, which he was un 
willing to rclinquifh . H e confidered this alliance as a prelude to in
cef[.lnt bickcrings and futuf(' contefls ; :tnd7 be-ing well acquai nted with the 
domineering fpi ri c of the houfe of Auftria, and the eagerncfs of Charles the 
Sixth, to obtain from all the powers ~of Europe, the guaranty of the prag
matic fanltion. fufpeaed that his Olifent to the treaty of Vienna Wa!- pur
chafed with a prolllife on the part of England, to compel France to accede 
to that guaranty, and expreffed in ttrong terms of indignation, his zppreben
fion of fecrct articles derogatory to the inteTeftS of"France. 

The candid :mfwer of the Britifu cabinet, conveyed through the earl of 
Waldegrave, removed the jealou6es of the cardinal. The king and ca
h inet in England, had now adopted, howeve-r unwiltingly, the principles 
of the pacific minifter, and De la Faye, under fecretary of frate. {poke the 
{entiments of Walpole, when he obfcrved, that no one but a perf on totally 

+ ignorant 
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ignorant of the Britifil conftitution, could for :II. moment ha\'e entertained 
fuch an opinion. Tb,e king, he remarked. could not engage in war with
out mone},. and muO: apply to parliament for fupplies, if fucl. 1\ mis(ortuol: 
ihould occur. The parliament) who Cpok.e the yoice of the nation, mighl bt. 
induced to grant fupplies for the purport of keeping ou t the Prekndcr, pro· 
teeting merchants, prcfcrving trade, or maintaining Gibraltar j but it would 
have bttn a monftrous candua to have ·propared an annual CuppJ}' of five 
millions for the purpore of compelling France to guaranty the pragmatic 
f:mCtion. The nation could never bear ruch a. propofition. and the minifter 
who had the folly [0 make it, would juftly incur the indignation of the 
people ., 

The earl of WaJdegrave being recalled from Vjenna, it beClme neceffary 
to depute a penon of coofidencc to that court, on whom the Walpoles 
could no lefs impliedy depend; nor can a greater proof of their fuperior 
akendancy in the cabinet be given, than that Mr. Robinfon was the perC on 
who was chofen to fill this important fituation at this critical juncture. 

Thomas Robinfon. knight of the bath. and afterwards lord Grantham. was 
fourth fon of Sir William R obinfon, baronet, of the county of York, by 
Mary, daughter of George Aiflabie, of Studley Royal. He was brought up 
:l.t \ Vdlminfler fchoo1, and completed his education at Trinity College, 
Cambridge, of which he became a fellow in Q19' In 1723, he accom
panied Horace Walpole as Cecretary to the embafiy at Paris, and was dift:in
gUi0100 by him with the higheft. marks of confidence and efteem; under his 
initruftions, and from his example, he acquired a confummate exp.erience in 
diplomatic concerns. During the nbCence of the cmbafiador, he was cntruned 
with the management of the EngliOl affairs in France, and conduCted himfelf 
with fo much addrefs and ability, that he was not duped even by the alfefted 
candour of cardinal Fleury, nor deluded by the artifices of Chauvelin. Great 
command of temper, patience of contradi8:ion. dignity of rnannt:r, frankoefs 
i.n receiving, and quickneCs in anfwcring objeCtions, rendered him peculiarly 
adapted to counterat\: the chicanery of the Imperial court, to foften the do
mineering and punCtilious dmraCter of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, and 
to conciliate the difcord3nt tempers of the four miniflers of the conference +. 
He conlinued minlfter at the court of Vienna from J 730 to 1748t when be 
was deputed embaKador and joint plerupotentiary with the earl of Sandwich, 
to conclude the peace of Aix 1a. Chapelle • 

• De 1a Faye U) the earl of Watdegrawo, AuguR 16th, 1731. Corrt:{ponden(:('. 
t Pm.« .beene, count ZinarG&odf. coQat Swembtl'il and the: bUhop of Bamberg. 

His 
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Hi!. difpllches are clear ::md perfpicuous, fa explicit and dercriptive, as to 
convey a. faithful piCture of the tempers and ('hafaCtcrs of thofe with whom 
he ncgoti;tle'd; and il W.1S truly faill of him. that he not only fet down c\'cry 
word t lu t \\'a~ utl elcd in his conferences with the Imperial miniflers, but 
noled even their lool s and geftures. The(e intcrcfting documents contain 
:l. Ulr\olI ~ , and almoft uninterrupted narrative of the {ranfaclj(,ns between 
I:nglanu .mtl the court of Vienna. during a period of eighteen rears, hi~ 
\ ... ·i' l1 event s, that threatened the downfi:d of the houfe of Aull ria, which 
was averted by the heroifm of Maria Therefa, and the intcrpofi l ion of Eng. 
b od. In 1742 he; was made knight of the Bath, and foon after the con
c\ulion of the peace of Aix la Chapdle, returned to England. H e wa~ fuc
c-e/li "ely appuinted lord of trade. mafter of the great wardrobe. and reClCt:lI'}' 
of fl-.1I1.'. ln 176J hI." W.:lS created a peer, by the title oflord GranliJam, and 
died _in 1770, :tged fcventy~three. 

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-NINTH , 

173 1 • 

Ef(igr"phirfll Afl:nJoirs 0/ If/il/iam Pullt1ttJ.-Origill and Progrifs nf hIS 1I1ifll.II O 

dtrJllJndilig wid: J,Ya!po!(o 

T wo errors are principally to be avoided by an author, that undertakes 
to write the life of a miru{leTt who dire8-ed. during fo long a pe_ 

riod, the helm of government, and whore condufl materially ·a.ff"etl-ed the 
interC£b of Great Britain and the fate of Europe. The fir{l is fuch a bias of 
aft'e8:ion and partiality, as to draw a panegyric rather than a binory; the fe . 
cond, an indifcriminate prejudice againft thore who headed the: oppo1ition ; and 
who, becaufe they were enemies to Sir Robert Walpole, have been hdd forth 
by his partifans, as devoid of aU principle, and ufing, in every infta.nce, thejr 
repro~tion to bis mcafures, as a. clo.'\k fO,r malice and Tlncour. This Iaft is the 

ufual 
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.. fual error of biograpbers" and yet it apptars extraordinary to a candid 
lt1ind~ tbat in oroer to raitt the charaa:er of 'One great man, it fhould fcern 
necctf<lry tQ dcbafe all bis opponents j and that no allowanre fhuuld be 
made for ditference of opinion, or inveterate habits and prcpoffeffions. Be
cauie the pany writen of oppofition have Joaded Walpole witb invective, is 
it juft to afpene his adverfarie5 with equal virulence? 

But in no inftance has prejudice been carried to a greater height. than in 
tlr3wing the character and condutl: of Pulteney, the great leader of oppofi
tlOll. He, above all others, has been expofed to the fiery ordeltl of party; 
not only by the friends ' of the minifter whom be drove from the helm, 
but alea by thofe who were once joined wilh him, and who, dlCeon
tented ill the dlfpofal of offices on the change of adminiftration, railed at 
thell former leader, becaufe they were not prolnoted to thofe places-which 
they ci:limcd as the reward of their long perfcvcr.:tnce. 

Wliliam Pulteney" was defccnded from an ancient family, who took 
their furname from 3, place of that appellation in Lelcefi.erfhire. His grand~ 
father, Sir \Vdliam Pulteney, was member of parliament for the city of Weft· 
minfter, and highly difiinguiihcd himfelf in the houfe of commons for his. 
manly and fpiriled eloquence. 

Of hi s father~Wliham Pulteney, I find little upon rccord,excep't his birth. 
marnage, and death. 

\Vdtiam Pulteney T. his eideR: [on, was born in 16Jh., received his 
education at We!\minfier ((.hool, wbere he ,reatly improved . in claffiea.l 

i 
W1l.LUX. 
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t 11m indebted to 1~ lindtIItfa of the bilbop of S~lifrlury (Dr. Douglas) (Ill' (ome.at there 
dttdotrt, wbif;h rdlle to ~bec:a:rl, put of Mr. l'ultwry'5 l·" ... • 
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liter,Hure; and being removed to Chrifl: Church~ Oxford, fo rnghly diftin· 
f;uj01Cd hintfd!, by his talents and inciuQry. that ite wac; appointed, by dean 
Al~Jric, to m:lJ..c the congratulatory ii1eech to queen Anne, on her vi6t to 
the colkgt: . 

I-h\' lng If.mJk<l tbrough v:lriou~ Plrts of Europe, he returned to his 
n:1.t~vc {DUlll l),. ,\\th :\ milld highly improved; and Coon after' illS return. 
clllle J!ltv parli:l.ml.'o l fol' the bl)rt)ugh of Heydon, in YD!:"'O)irc, by the inte
rd l ot Mr. Guy, lu~ pl .>kCt:or and great benefaCtor. 

Being, defcemkd from -'a \Vhig t~mily, anJ edu c:ltctl i:,t Icvo]ution prin
clpk"', the ),oung Il::nator warmly efpoufecl tJlat part y, and dunng the whole 
reign of queen Anne oppof<:d the mea.fllrC$ of the Torie~. I 

H e fil fllj)okc in the houfl.! 0 0 the place bill, whit::h he warmly fupported, 
and fame :ltll~'ndm('nts being made bv the l o) d ~, the dilcuffion ,11',15, by the 
in t(' rvcnti{l~ ,,f the miniftrr , poJlponoo for thr('(; d"p ; during whIch inlc rv.Il, 
mean~ \u:rc limn:! to ~ain o\'er feveral who h..ld oppn[ed the bdl, and UIC 
amcmJmcnts Ii:"' ml'd l lK.dy to be c:lrricd. 

The young It.-n.uor, ilHilgnant .:I.t 1his apofb.cy • .:lncl mir.:l.ted rhat fcvcrnl 
had. in a few days, totaHy changed thcil opinions, animad~crted in a f~w 
words on luch pulitic.u bal~ncls j and aJludmg to Sir J ames M ontague *, 
who after having diftinguilh ed himfclf in oppofition to the amendment s, now 
voted for them. obferved, U Ccrberu! has r=u·j\'cd hi'> fOI' . and bash no 
more ;" a remark which firuck the Imufe as ready and pertinent. 

\ He had formed a juft notion, that no }'oung member ought to prcrs into 
-public notice with too much forwardne(s, and fatigue the hon(e willl long 
orations, until they haa acyuired the habit of order and precifion. Hl' wa<; 
often hc:lrd to declare. tha.t hardly any perfon ever lx:ame -a good orall)r, 
who began with m.1.king aXet fpcech. He conceived that circumthnccs of 
the l)1oment 9lOuJd impel them to the dclivcry of iLn tllnC'nts, ",hidl fhould 
derive their tenor and applieJ.tion from the courfc of the debate, and no t be 
the refult of previous ftudy or invariable arrOUlgement. "" 

Puiten,y and his panifans accufed Walpole of being" a wretch who 
could no~ r:aife £. JOO upon his own fCCllrity i" in the fame manner, the 
advocates of Walpole accufed Pulteney, with equal injuftice. of having re· 
ceivcd favours and bribes from the crown. and of ingratitude in,forfaking 
the mipifter, to whom he owed ~t: obpgatians. But both accu'fations 
"'ere equall}' devoid of trutll . Pulteney inherited from. his fatbc:r a. very con .. 

• . M[crwvdl foUcitot and attorney g~ml. 
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fiderable efrAtc, and bad from Henry Guy, the intimate f. icnd of hi" gr~nd~ Ch~ptrr 39' 
father. and guardian of his youth, and ..... ho had been fccrctary to the trc,\(Ufr. J7Jl. 
a legacy of £,40,000. and an cltate of £. 500 a year. ' H e received alt'iJ ~ oJ 

with his wife ~nna Maria, daughter of John Gumky. of 11lcwonh, :::J. vcry 
large portion. and irrcreafcd this property, by the muft rigid Q!conomy, 
which his cnemie!> called uvarice; but which did not prevent him from per· 
fOrming many aas of charity and beneficence. 

During the whole reign of queen Anne, Pulh'ney unitormly CfilOUrcd the f'arl i~Jn('u· 
tide of the Whigs; and [upporled, both by his eloquence anJ fortune, the tary condu&. 
proteftant fucceffion in the haufc of Hanover. On the pro(ccutloll of Sa-
(;hl!verci, he ably t1ifting\lilhed himfelf in the houfe of commons, in defence 
of t.he revolution, ag,!1iI1lt the doct.iDes of paffive obedicncl." and non-rcfdb,nce. 
When the Torie<l .came into ~ ..... er, in 1710, he was fo obl:oxiou~ to thein, 
that his uncle, John P ultene)', 'Was remm.-cd from the board of trade. He 
not only took a principal !hare in the debates of the tOur JaR: years of 
queen Anne, while the Whigs were in opJX)fil:i()n, but was a1fo admitted 
into the moR important fc:crets of his party, at that critical time, when 
the fucceffion of the Hanover family being fuppofed to be in danger. its 
11-icnds thought themfclves obliged to engage in very bold enterprifes to [c-
cure it. J-Jt was a liberal fubfcriber to a very unprofitable and hazardous 
Joan, then fccretly negotiated by the Whig party, for the ufc of the Em. 
peror, to encou r:lge him to refuCe co-operating with the Tory adminiRration 
in making the peace of Utrt~ht. 

On the profecution of Walpole for 'high breach of truft and corruption, 
Puhcney vindicated llis friend in a very elegant freech; and on his commit 
ment to the Tower, was' amongft thofe who paid frequent vifits to the pri
foner, whom he, with the left of the \Vhigs. coofidered :1!i :l martyr to 
their c:1utc III. He alfo engaged with Walpole in defending the " 'hig ad
minit'f:ration. and wrote the ironical dedic:ltion to the earl 'tlf Oxford, pre
fixed to Walpole'S account of the parliament, which I have before taken 
notice of. 

Soon after the 'death of queen Anne, and before a m~f[.lge had ~ bcen re
ceived from George the Firft, Puiteney, in 4lnfwer to thoCe who oppoCed the 
claufe 'moved by Horace \Valpole, for giving £. 10 0,000 for :l.pprehcndi~g tht 
Pretend(lT fllOllld he bnd, or attempt to land, in any of ,l:he king's domlnion'>, 

• Pulten.ey' ~ Anfwer. 
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(,bferved, U That tile protcfi::mt fucceffion "'a, in -danger, as long as there w!n 
a popilh Prctemlcr. who had many [!lend .. both at home ami abroad; that the 
late queen W:lS icnfiblc of that dangtr, when Ihe itfucd her proclamation 
againil hlOl, and that the c.,fe W.1~ nN :tltered by ber tltmife: th.lt the nation 
would be at no charge If the Pretender did not attempt to land, and if he 
did, [. 100,000 \\ould be w~lI beHowed to .lpprehend Illm -. 

HIS paritatUentary abLli tic~ and untformity of conduCt j5clve him a very 
honourable claim to dlfhncbon on the ;uccffion of George t he Flrft. Ac
cordingly. on the kmg's arrival, amI before a meetmg (If tl,le new parliament. 
lIe was arpointed privy countcllor and fecretary at war, even In appetition 
to the inclination of the duke of Marlborough, who, 305 commander in chief, 
thoug1n bimfelf entitled to recommend to that pofl t. H e was cbafen a 
member of the committee of iecreey, nominat c.d by the boufe of commons 
to examine and report the {uhfianee of the papers relollL!lg to the negotia
tion for pca ... c, dnd opliJe fupl'rcffion of the rebellion whIch broke out In 

Scotland l he mo\'ed for the impl!:1chmcnr of lord Wlurington, .rod oppofcd 
the motion to addref!> the king, for a proclam:ltlon, offenng:\ generoll pardon 
to all who we re in arms In Scotland, who JhouJd lay their arms down within 
a certain time. • 

H e was at this period fo much connefted with Stanhope and Walpole, 
tha t in allufion to the tripJe alliance between Great Britain, F rance. and 
Holland. which was then negoti3.ting by general Stanhope, fecretary of flate, 
they \'1ere called the three gJ and allm; and a proverbial faying was current, 
U aTe you CaDle into the tnple alliance t? .. 

But·when S;tanhope and Walpole took different fides, on the fchiim be
twecn the Whigs. when Townfuend was dlfmiff'ed, and Walpole refigned. 
Pulteney followed his friends example, and gave up bis place of (ecrelary at 
war. 

'\i\' hen Walpole made a reconciliation between the king and the princa 
of Wales, and negotiattd with SunderlanH to form.l new adminiftration, jn 
which he. an~ lord T ownfhend bore the moft ~onfpicuous part, then were firft 
fawn thefe feeds of diigu£l and di[content wbic~ .afterwa.rds burft forth. 

The,buCes of tbis unfortunate mifunderfta.nding, may be traced from the 
autbority of the parties themCdve5, or their particular fflends. Pulteney 
was offended be<.wfe. WalPOlE bad ""gatiated with the prince of Wales and 
StlDdcrland, without comm.UDi~ting the progrefs to him, although.he .bad. , 

• Tindal. \/01. Ie. po- _#91. of Utter to Pulteney, p. 2.to 
, MtlDoln of the l.JIe ud ConauCl of W'illwn PultcQey, t:rq, p. 17~ 

told 
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told it to Mt. Edgecumbe, who inditcrectly g.lve an account daily to Pul. 
teney -, 

• Chapter 3g. 
11J1. 

Another c:aui~ of difguf\: was, that Pulteney, who had hithl.'rto invariably 
proved his attadnnent to TownfhC'nd and Walpole, expeCl:ed to tccci\'c 
forne important employment, whereas be was only -offered a. peerage, and 
when he declined it, more than two years elapfed, before ilny farther over
tures were made; and though Pulteney at length [olicited t and obtained 
the office of cofferer of the houlhold, in the room of the carl of GOOol
phih, who received a penGon of £. 5:000 per ann um to rna)tc way for him. 
he deemed that place far below hisjuft. exptfutions. 

~ 

M 'lde [offer
er of tbe 
hOllihold. 

Not'Nithlbwding. however, thefe fee ret cauCes of difgu{\;, Pulteney continue(] 
to Cuppert the adminiftration. On the cOnlll'1unication of the plot in which 
hiiliop Atterbury was invQlvcd. he moved for :l.n add refs to congratulate the 
Icing on the difcovery of fa dangerous and unnatural a confederaey. He 
was chairman of the commiuee appointed by the houft: of commons in the 
profecution; and the report which he drew up on that occa{ion, is a mnfl:er
piece of perfpicuityand order. But the diG.\ainful manner in which he 
conceived he had been treated by \VaJpole~ had m.:t.de too deep an imptef
fion on his mind to be eradicated. Finding that he did nat poacfs the full 

• The ~C'count of this tr:mrrftioll i~ thus Of{T !T;/IUIJ, "IIJ 'II ,I", Ii,,,, Ihy 1ui/llu /,(f'ViJ(,1 
given by Pultelley rumfdf, fevenl )'ea~ aftn- f~" I am to /)(, r.id you, at Ike htfld of I'" 
lol'arru, when he was in the hc-ight of oppofi- trtflftry. Lord Stlndcrbod ~aJ It grrat dtfilt ,. 
(ion ... You fellt fo him one day, as he was r(ttlm Ilu diJpoJ.IIO" of l,k feGret fetvke !llOney 
going out of town, detiring to fpeak wirh him, t< kimfilf; 1M 1 'WDIJ "J lID lIl(a", _.II<, til 
thaI, when he camt', you told him ·of the re- Ih"t, l-JI<I"Il.'iw,.r ,1st "'iif fA!WT ¥ tI mioiAc-r (.lnd 
conciliaiioo bellleen the laIC k- ;ind the I prefume hi! ~fo illfo) "'pnrJ" .. lire "ff~· 
t he-n po-- of W_. and (hat a bargain was filio1l rf ,I.' You named feveral oll ,er.<, wbo 
made for thofe IY~if.1. who tnld refigued their Wen" fo come into emplnynlenrs; mrd {~jd to 
cmplo~'ment5, to be put in again bv d.egru,. tll;, .ft'JI/'III',", • Wi lmw, Si" 'M! you d~ .~" 
TCl thl' the gcntlemao replied, • U'''' ,..tl l' • .1 wIll( ,II"J tlti".{ if ,;'at l illd 1ft Wt /'fl'\.\!" "J,"i1U".r 
it, ""u lIaI/I ~l1d -'-;'.1 If malt" ,1111 611Y~<2iJf " tI 1~l'I'iIJ':C-f" JO",' It (ccms "yOtJ did 1101, at 
Your an(we( wu, • 1 ,,_ ~ ;/whlr tk mi •• th:J t rime. )\Irrrnd thaI tht IftJf«t"IIttnt ei lht'J' '.f" 

nillry, _ it 'WII.I ;'flJltri'" Ital 1IJbot!! tilt Imi ita"I, ~ ,ltjifitJ ~ "II) 'mplOYf/lfntl i am.! ther«
rr OWJr/hlUi .fl-itl .bow t/ tAt t1"fl1l/tlfiim. N,i. fure toM IUlIl, that the king had confeuted to 
tlilr /"'/ Copper. I~t Spcaktr, ".~ alll ~ 4ft make him . !-«Y. -T o 'hl~ ,he: iflll /t",,,w ~. 
IIIt"W i, • .,i .""rtft!l wt ~ r willllw talt J'liec! wid" feme warnllh, • S;" it n:w 1 jll.Yl-lJ' 
.1 tlmifi, Wu ""'0(11 I'll )'tOll J""<I'" J1ft. '_I N~, '" WIUI '_1" u jllbmir f(I !~iJfK fold, 1 ,r@lift 
I.' faid tbe w=ntlem~n~ • /J., 1,lli,,! It Wly fdd, J'D" ';'1'1 YO" flrrU wr haw Ike frlling ,r "". 
Vuzt If tty -flwiJtJ Ftf-e I. tllb II ,,",,",) 11/1 , • .A pttrage lJ 'll.>!tat jillle rim' or .,Mr. I",,'} Je 
,/wiry *j»IIlIimft/f.II. rk.J frr I"' }' ,..",Pl." tU 1.'11.1 pf aml"iltl.j.r 11it:/"~l-of my/tI"';!!; 1m 
~t CMurllt"J" j" ':" tf/WJr l' "lIS lIfIft,;nU't '- I -ud' n/"'l1rT ' ~/D;" Illy II"J J.,fo, woal4J., o. fl"~ 
'''; Jew ~./~Jp ~!'I • W Nlr ..... 11 Itt· "lI t I. haw I t ~/f'" "'t" titfotl ttnllT jy Y'" - .... 
ler!/ll'-;' "';t"'IJ. IPilwwilllTz-illtJj., IIU t Pultcney'~ Aul\\'~r~ . 

Ch31rmlln of 
the fecrtt 
committee. 
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confidence of adminiflration. or difapprov!ng thofe meafures which tended, 
in his opinion, t\l IJife the lJower 'Of france on the ruins of the houf~ of 
Aufiria, nnd whicli be tbought fac rili c('d the intcrdh of Great Britain to 
thofe of Hanover, topi<;s on which he aftcnnrds expatiated wilh great 
energy and unu[ual eloquence in p3.rliament, h" became more and more 
eflmnged from his former friend ~ , and exprelTcd his difapPfebation of their 
mcafures both in public and pnvate. At length, his difcontent arri\'cd to 
fo great a height. that he declared his rcfolution of attad.mg the minifler in 
parluiment. 

Walpole perceived his error in dj(r;ufting (0 able an :lffociate, and with a 
View (0 prevent his oppofition' to the payment of the kmg's debts, hinte(} to 
him in the houfe of commons, that at the removal of ejthcr of the fecre~ 
t:aries of £\:ate, the niinifiers defignl'<l him for the vac,lI\.t employment: but i. 
was now lOO btt:. To this propof:l!. pulteney m:roe no anfwer, bl1t bowed 
and Cmiled, to let him know he underfiood hi~ mC:1nlng It. 

Pulteney now caml! forward as the great eppo(er of gmoemment, and his 
firO: "exertIOn on the fide of the minority. was on th~ (ubJeCt of the ('wil 
lift. A meffage being ucli \'cred from the king, by SLr Robert 'Wa1polc, 
praying the COmtnOn5 to affift him in di(charging the debts o(tl1e ll\":1 llil, 
Pulteney moved fOf an addrefs. that an account filOUhl bt" iakl ~.(l)(<.! rhe 
ho"fe, of aU the monies paid for fecret fen'ice, pcnfiofi!l, bounties, &c. h om 
the 1-5th of Ma[I:h, 17'1.5. This addrt:fs being voted. a motion was made 
for the houfe to go into a grand committee, to confider of the king's mef
[age; but Mr. Pulteney reprefcntoo, H That the haufe baving ordered an 
addrefs for fevC'ml paper~ relating to' the civil lift, and other expences, they 
ought. in his opinion. to put off the confideration of l.he mdfage, till thofe 

1'3-pers were laid before the houfe; it being natural to inquire into the 
caufes of a difetIC. Wore remed ies Olfe applied." This being oppofed by 
Walpole. Pulteney replied, " That hr.,wondered how-fo great a debt could 
be contraltcd in three yem time; but was not furprifed fome perf ODS, were 
fo eager to have the deficienciC$ of the civil lid made good, fUlCC they .oI,nd 
their fmnds had fo great a 10are in it; ,and defire<.l to know, whether this 
was all that was due, Ot whether they wc:re to expect another reckOning?" 
To this it was 30fwetetl in general. "..J'hat there wa\ indeed & heavy debt 
on the civil lift, ~nd a ~at ma.ny penfio1\\f but that m,oll of thefe h:ld 
lJeen granted in king William ODd qu .. n Anne's reigns; (ome by king 
Charles the Second, Illd vC't7 few by his profent majefty. ThaI, fine'; tbe 

, 
~ Pulteney" AIl!wtr, p. 5t. 

ciyil 



5 I R ROB E R TWA L POL E. 

cfvillift was firft reuted f~r his majcfty, an expencc of above £. 90,000 per 
annum had b-appcned, Which could not then be ferereen, and lhcrcfiJfC WJS 
kft unprovided for. That, upon exa.mination of the aClount of the cl"il li{\: 
debts, it would appear, th~t moO: of thu(c cxpcnces were either {ortiJe nt:Ler
fary fupport of the dignity of the crown and government, or for the public 
good. That there was ind,,-cd a pcnlion of £. 5.000 of another nature, upon 
the account of tHe cofferer's place, bur which could not well be avoided. for 
both Jord Godolphin. who was in that ofllcc. and hio; fathe r, had fo well dc
fcrved !,f t~e government, that they could not hand!~ remm'c him with
out a gratuity, and lberefort! tht!')' gave him a penllan ':'of £. 5.000 to m"ke 
room for the worthy gentleman who now enjoy .. the paft. . ... 

Pultt:ney oppofcd the motion in c,-cry flell, until th!,! third rc"djn~. when 
he voted for the payment of t.be king's debts; anti he himfcJf thu~ accounts 
for his conduCt: in this p:trtkular: U The lou killg had of himfclf, or as he 
wa.s advifcd by his ."nirfjJerI. frequently tried thc ge1tfkmo't on this POint, and 
ufet! to perfuade him to be for it. 'He ufed all the arguments he could i 
urged to him all the motives he thought could poffibly cng:tgc him, but all 
to no purpofc. H e continued inflexible. At length, the king faitl to him, 
it is hlZfd y(}U w ill not leI me be Oil /zo1frjl niBil. What woulJ you, continued, 
his majefiy, think YOll1feif 0/ DHt , 'who r.fNfed to PO} 1m IIII/(h,:r, hir baker, mId 
other /zOllljl JllIdefmtn ! -To this the genl/':moll replied, not a little aff'caed 
with his majdl.y·s laft.argument. God t urbid !lllIt ht fI(fmld prCi1t'/lt his nUl

jt/ly from IlElj"g jurh att kOllrJI parI, It was not his intentIon. WIU/I!1t 
, mtanl to do was (onjijJettt with his duty' (1J fI (~rv3.nt to his nlajcfl: y, and (I!'u. 
Ilble 10 his dury os a rcprefehtative of the people. , H( mMnl (ml)' 10 ftpoft 
thaI u1I1uuJJaxy prof'!fioJll which had beeN made in fccrel fCfvicc mOHey, 
penfions, &c. '£IIal dIe Wfdftr:y wlJidl flo.uM .4a'LIt' paid his honeft tradef.ncn, 
was by tlJqe rlUll1fJ diverted. Hi! view therefore was to get a. cenfure of /U(~ 
pro8ictJ. '~d to prevent their becoming preUdtntl; nor bad he any ddign 
of depriving the h01l1'ji "tdaors of their juft debts; and tbis was the rC3ron, 
when it came to the la.ft inftance. why tilis gmtltJ1Jo1J voted for the qucftion j 
which his majefty undcrftood very well to be agreeable to the- promilc he 
had made, however myfi:.eriou. ' it might appear to otbers, and which , the 
geatlWWl was fully perfuaded to be juft in itfelf, and confiftent with his 
duty as ,.·/trotfltt to tAt , ~;C1W" t." 

H. 
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He W:lS ioon afterwards diimi{fcd from his pbce of coffercr of the hour. 
JloJdJ and from thi~ period entered -into;; fyftematic oppofition to the mi. 
nifter. Pulteney prond himfdf fa formidable, that 'Valpolc again endea· 

'vour.cd to gain him over,:md about the time of TownOlcnd', rdignation, j queen Caroline - offered him a peer.1ge, together with the poll: of Jecretary 
~~~~:;oo~ , of fiate for foreign atfaus, if he would again join h;s old co-adJ~torJ hut Pnl .. 
n;..tt. tenc)' reJ ected the offer, and declared his fixed rcfolution neycr again to act. 

wilh 5Jr Robert Walpole. ' . 
The ma{\: viole~ttercations pafi'ed in the houfe of commons betwctn 

them) tl,lcir heat againO: 'each other feemed to increaft: in plOportion with 
Ibclr former intimacy. and neither was deficient in [:1rcaftic allullol1s, violent 
accurations, and virulent invectives. 

On the ninth of February, 1726, Pulteney made a pl:lUfible 1!lotion for 
I he .1ppointmeut of a committee to fiate the public debts, as they frood on 
the '2.sth of ])etclllbcr, 17 I.J, witll lltt: debts which had been IOcurred fince 
t hat time, lilJ the 25th Oecember 17'15, diflingui£11ing how much of the 
J'1id debts had been provided for, and how much remained unprovided for 
hy pa.rhamcnr. H e was fl.-Londed by Daniel Pulteney, and fupported b~ 
Sir J6fepb J ekyl. In oppoJition, Walpole endeavoured to fuew, that fuch 
an inq\luy was unreafonable and prepoO:erou" and that it might gIve a 
(lan~rous wound to public credit at this critical JunCture, when monied 
men were already too much alarmed by the appearances of an approaching 
war, urging, that in the prerept pofiure of aff<Lirs, the commons could not 
better exprefs their love to their country, th:1n by making good their pro
mifes and :lffUrsLnCes at the beginning of thi, feffion, and by railing. with 
the grcateft difpatch, the necdrary fupplies. to enaQle the king to make 
good his engagements, for the wclf~re of his fubjeds, to difappoint the hopei. 
of the enemies to his govemmc:nt. and to repel any infults that mlgbt be 
offered to his crown and dignitr. Barnard, member for the citf of London, 
con finned the affertion of the minifler, as. to the danger of increafing the 
alarm of monied men, which bad alrt:a.dy fa much affi:&ed pnplic credit, that 
the flocks had w~thin a few week, fallen 12. or 14 per cent. Sir Thomas 
Pengelly hllving fpoken for th"",otion, W altl<!le "t"iD replied; 00 which 
Pultehey declared, "That he made this motioLl *.itb po .other view, than to 
give th"at grtal man an opportunity 10 (hew his integrity to the: whole world, 
"hichwould finith hrs fublime chan.ct:cl'," To this Walpole anfwered. ~'That 
tb~ compliment woutd have come out with a bt'tter glace, arX! ~tcd 
more lincere, When that !toe ,<nlleman had bimfelf a Ih ... iA /he inanag.-

• Frwn we ~rl of Orford. Life of biSlop Newtoa. , 
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,ment of the public.money, than now he was out of place", Such petu
,laQt altercations between there two able fpeakers, caufed much ditfatisfaction 
to thofe independent members who witbed well to th~ Hano\'er line, and who 

,genera11y fupported or opporco all que!1:ions from convittiotl, without hf'ing 
_ influcnced by party motives. This oppofition of Pulteney was fa apparently 
tli8:ated by penonal refentment, that fevei'al who would otherwifc hayc: con
'ftdeted the motioDjuft and reafonaWe, voted a~infi: it. - Many deemed .it 
ill-timed, and caJtui&ted to hurt public credit, and to draw an odium on the 
houfe of commons. and accordingly fupported the minifter; for thefe roafon, 
the motion W~ negatived by 262- againft 89 t. 

Pulteney now placed rum£elf at the head of the difcontented Whigs; he. 
in cOlljonttion with Bolingbroke. his ancient antagonill.., became the principal 
fupporter of the Craftfman, to which paper he ga\'e m:1ny etfays.. and furnil11eU 
11ints and obfervations. 1 ' 

At tbis period. Pulteney was greatly courted by the foreign minifters of 
-thofe powers who were djfpleafed with the moafures of the Britifh cabinet. 
and by none more than by Palm, the Imperial embatrador, who caballed 
with the oppofition, aDd endeavoured to overturn tht: miniftry t. 

The controverry in r 73 J. which pafied betwet:n Pulteney: :md Walpole's 
friends and pamphleteers, widened the breach, aQd rendered it irrepamble. 
The Craftfman was full of invectives againft Walpole. and the meafures of 
his adminifuation. [n anfwcr to this paper, a pamphlet was publilhed 
llnder the t.hle of Sedition and DcfamatKm Difplayc:u ~ ill a letter to tho 
:wthor of the Craftfman, "Yith a motto from J uve~· 

Alldt a/iqllid brevi/nu· Gyaru, -& .lJrctr~ digIti/in, 
Si'Vis 1fr IIliquil. 

It conts.ined a. violent. and, according tp the fpmt of the political pamphlets 
of the ti~s, a fconilous aoofe of Pulteney and Bolingbroke. The cha.. 
ra&.er of Pulteney ii poutt.ra~ in the coloun of party, in a dedication to 
the patQms of the Craftfman; ~d his oppofitiOD i! wholly attributed to 
difappointed ambition and pcrfonal pique. In .anfwer to this pamphlet. 
whicb be fuppofed to be written by lord Hervey, tbe great li-iend 'and [up
porter <X Sit R,obert Walpole, be wrote. n.tf pr~tr &piy J6 a tlJl~ jc«m1QUtl 
Libtl, £.tillta, Sedili4n anti Dtf/llUliOfl Dijpj.ytlJ, ia (I Lruer ~ tke AMI. i 
OJ C.It. D'hwrs, "'Gray's In., FJg. 

In tbis~Mr. Pulteney introdU<e5 the cb&raaer ofSirildbert Wal
"., lriiich it1l1l11t be <1IIIfe!lCd does not yjeld, either in fcmtlIity or rnif",P'O
r...t.Iion, totlat J~ •. gW.n in Scditio~ and Defamation Difplay.d. 
,. "'~~ t Utter hom him ta the Emperor, Do!-

, • 7 ...... .Bredndt lID 1ar8 ~....... CIIIDb« , ,. '1s6. ca.,:JpD.dmDC. 
6too, February lOs 11s6. M.u........ -, ..... 
yo~.L 3 A In 
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Tn Ihie; p\lb)ic:ll~ont the autbOf treated lord Hervey - with (uch eontempt, 
and lalhed him with [uch ridicule, in aUufion to his eff'eminate appearaocC!9 
~ a fpecies of hnlf·man and half-woman, which Pope, in his cjuLratter of 

Sporus, 

- John lord Hrrvcy, elden fon of John ought to repairthe injury thllt party has done 
tlle firn (:If I of STillol. was born ill 1696. to {orne pan of his char::r.fur," and in falt, it 
He- L:1 01e hrn into pnrliament Coon after the ill nccell'ary; for neycr WIllS man more expofttl 
\cceliion I lf George the Firll, WlU appointed * to tirlirulc, and lathed with greater {evefily, 
vice .t;h3rn~rl"jn to the kjn~ in J 7 jO, in than lord H~vey has ~en ex~(ed and laChed, 
17;3 was created :a petr, and in 17400 was by the {atiriu,l pe.n Q\)E.PO It we may crcdir 
lonllillllcd lord privy feal, .from which pon the falinll, WIIO h.-a neated hi, char:a.eh:r 
he: w.lS remo ... ed.Jn 1741. He died in 17.41' under the name of S orus, he: I!.'a S ~Io\l' all 
He took :l COllfiuer.,t;,Ic: Omre in the: polaicJ.t contempt; a. man ,JI'ilhout tale:nts, ami with_ 
tranfaRion! of the time" and w:n alwa ... , a out one folitary ... )fme: to compeufate for the: 
.ann advocate on Ihe fide of Sir Roben Wal- moR ridiculou$ fPibles.and. the: moil auaodou" 
pelt. Tindal'" has obfe:rvc:<I, u thaI hiRory e:d profligacy • ...j 

" UI Sporu5 tremble.-A, What, that thing of filk, 
.. S~ru" that fnt'rt white: curd of aU'cos milk I 
.. ~J.lire or fenfco- ftl ... ~ ! can ~ponl l fed? 
.. W ho br~ks a butterfly upon a wheel? 
... P. Yet let me flap this bug with giklcd wings, 
.< This p~illted child of dirt, that !links and fing~. &e. 
" Eternal (nllies I.i$ cmptiqc:fs bctr.lY, 
... A. Ihallow ftn::ams run dimpling all the way . 
• , Whelher in florid impotence: he fpeaks, 
.. And, as the: prompter breathes, the: puppet fqueakej 
.. Or at the: tlr of .Ev~ familiar toad, 
... Half &alh, half venom, {pits himfclf abrood, &c. 
'" Amphibio1u thing I that aaing either par1 • 
.... The ~r~illg hud, Of the corntpten lleart, 
'" F,op at the toil:ct, flatt'm at the board. 
~ Now trips a lady, and now fu\lt$ a lord. 
" Eve's tempter thus the Rabbitu have exprcft, 
.. A cherub', /ace, ::I reptile aU the rell, 
... Beauty that Ihock5 you, parts th~t I1n~ willuuft. 
" Wit that Cilll Cleep. and prid~ that licks the duR." 

l{tN'eve~ 1 may admire the poWC1'i of the the pmgrcfs, Ind prevented the eH'p!b of thilt. 
faririll, J never couW read this parra~e without "'eadful difcare. H i, dolily food was a fmall 
d ifgufr and horror; difguft at the IIlddicacy quantity of affet mnk, abd it flour bir(;uit I 
onne alJufUlar, hormr at ~hemalirityofl....MU • week be jlldulged himfdf with utin, 
poet. in laying the foundatioa 0 hls Ibuf~ an nppl.e: he ufed emetia daily. To thil rigid 
on the IO,,"Fft T~ea of Catire, perional invec~ abRemioufnef., Pope malignantly.Uudea, wben. 
live, aM "lull if RilL wane, on , 6ckueIe and .he "'" .. 
debility_ The poet hu fa muC'h diRorted this "' The 1l1~ wbite curd of drea'mi&." 
portraIt, tbat ~ bas in oae infiance made the In Ibort. 1 ap with the ingenw\l4I editor of, 
'Objea of 1m ratite, w1Iat cup ~ have been P.., H Lan~age ce.anot atrOrd mcJft pwin& 
abc (ubjce\: o[ his PlaiCe,. the ri&Ml ab(li. or .. ott: forcible term. to eqm5 the 1.I,tmoft: 
ri~ to which lord' Hervey unalterably.t_ bitttmef, of contempt. W~ think we arc: beoe 
Mrcd. &om -the nicaOhy of pRfervjag hill reldia~ Malton ap.t.A: SalmMiql. The I'»inery. 
hnJth. J,.ord He:ry~ buiJ\l, .1t rome at- it ame<l 10 lhe ""1 ytFgeofr.iJittt. romc"wiU 
tacb o( the epilq(Yl enteYed upool aad per. fir. riHJJry. Be bu IIi'mM biI muG: witha 
Abd ill 1. ., *ia ttPxn,. IUd thus ftopt fc&lpiDg bite.,: -

• yo!. so. p.'s-- _a;' 
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Sporos, hal no lefs iHiberally adopted, that lord H ervey W:1S highly on~ndcd. 
:l duel· ertfued. and Pulteney flightly wounded his antagonift. It :l.fterw:mh 
:t.ppeared that lord Hervey JiJ not compare this pamphlet j and l'u1tciley 
:l.cknowledged his rni{bke, -:lnd imputed it, without fufficient authority, to 
Wnlpok bimfe1f t. . . 

A'\ onc greac fource of obloquy vented by the miniftcrial writers againft 
Pulteney, was his junction with Bolingbroke, who, when driven from his 
countr'}', had efpoufed the party of the Pretender, a letter, by Bolingbroke. 
appeared in the Craftfman, of M!y 2.2., ] 73 J, with the fiaitious name of Old
caftIe, which, aftec heaping many charges on the minil1:.er. drew the characters 
of Pultene:, and Bolingbroke in a moft fat·ourable light , and vindic3.tcd them 
from the imputations of the writers on the fide of government. 

This Jet ter produced ah anl\\'cr, intituled, II Remarks on lilt Craft/mati's 
yitJdicaJioll of his 'fwo HOII~Jtrnbie POfrom, iff hi! Paplr of ft1f1J Z2, 1731. \ 

Par Hopilt fm/rtun ; 
In which the two characters commended hy the CraftCman, were attacked v.itlt 
increaGng arpcrity, and Pulteney was loaded with the moft virulent perlon.u 
M~y Ite not alk, with the fame amhor, 

" Can thi, be the nobleman whom M irl lt!lon, 
in his dedication to Ihe Hillon' or-the Life of 

. T ullv, h~a fo ferioLl fl y. a~d fa eawf fll)' 
prail~ for his flrg ng good fcofc, his cOllfllm. 
Ill3le IKllitcnefs, -his real patrlotifm. his rigid 
kmpcrance, his tborough kno\\'lecl~t and de . 
tl:nce of the law! of his country. h l$ accUrale 
Alill in liiR:nry, his unexampled lind ume. 
rniUt!d diligence io liten.ry punuit&, who add· 
cd credil to tltil v~y hinory'. aw Scipio and 
L~lius did lo.that of l'oHbMls, by reviling .nd 
correai ll ~ it, and bria:htenillg it, (15 he ex· 
prell"Cfi it) by the (lroke~ of his pencil I" 
M~y we not alfo alk, I s this the Aobleman 
wAo wrote (orne of ,he heR pclilical p1Im.
pffier.& which appeared in defence of Walpole's 
admimR:Qt1on I who, t.bo"gh fomet1me~ too 
ftorid and -pompoou, WII a frequent and able 
£pcakcr in puliamenr. and who, for hiJ poli_ 
tical abilitics, Will rai(<<I to thr J'bfi of 10J'd 
privy (ea11 Jg, truth, lord H ervey polfe/fed 
more thin ordilW'J abilitiea, aDd much cb.lfI· 
cal erudition; be wu remarkable for hi! wit, 
aM'. nurnber ' ancl 'ppefi1endi of hi. «. -. -~hQlll1\ his_mutter and 6pre .. m::lt 6rll: 
~u.., ..... WOhly 10"' .... 1 ... Jot b, fddom 
-ftitGd, to CICDIIeI'_tlimfelf, by biJ Duly COD ..... r...,. wbido 'ope alb. 
.. The ,ml .. hip'd ucam of courtly commOft 

r..r~" 
.. emav.lD1nt companioD to thore whem be 

wilbed 10 cOllcil~te. Hence he conql1ered Ihe 
extreme: prejudice which the king hod lOll· 
cdved againll hilll, and from being delcftcd, he 
became il gr~t tavuurite. lie ""a~ parlicubtl1 
agree~ble II) q\l~n Caroline, I ' he helped to 
enliven tbe uillformity of II l.oun, lI'ith {pright
Iy fefW\ces and lively fallies of wit. 

_His cool and manly cnnduct: in lbe: dud 
wuh I'ukeney, proYrQ neithH wallt of fpint 
~d'refcDt an injury, or deficiency of c;:our.jr;e 
Itl the hour of danger, and he compdleJ his 
adv~rCa'1 to refpc8: his (;ondufi, though be: 
had f~til'lrcd his pcrfo~ 

His Jefea. wen: extreme &lfe8.4tion, bitter
nefs of illve8ive, prodigality 01 fl allerT, and 
neat rft'~i1ily(O thofe above him. 

Honet'. -cad of Orford. hat given a lift of 
h~ politx:a1 writings, in the Catalogu~ of 
Royal end Noble AUlhors; and amonr me 
Orfwd Papel'$, aU draugblf of f~ ahbo:!e 
".mphlctswhich were fubmitted to Sit Robert 
W alpole. Some are corre9.ed by Mm, io 
otbm, the minifter made couflderable addl
lIon, . See Wanou', PoPe. vol. +. p ... '" 
4S, 4-6. Opinions of Sarah dllchef, of Marl
borough, Artic!.; lord Hervey. 

- At, accounl of the ,duel i. ,&i ... tn in a Jet .. 
ler from Thorau Pelham to cur Wald~ve, 
January.s, 173f' ComfpMdenee, ¥ertocl V4 

t Il WAI writlCn by Sir WlViam Younge. 
(ecrew)' .t 'WIT, as he himCdf inform~ Uw 
bile lord Hardwicke • 

3A~ &bur .. 

Chaptef 3ei. 
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abu(e, by ranfacking his private hfe, prying into his domeftic (oncerM an. 
family tranfaCl:.iom, by <U'cufing him of ad:iElg foldy from di(appoint~ent 
and revenge. of being governell by \-'eteran jacobites, of difre{petl: to the 
king, ingratitude to the mininer, of fharing the bounties, and adding to the 
penfions of the crown, and of laving obtained the fee·fimpJe of f.. 9,000 
perannumJ by the favour, indulgence, &no affiftance of the minifter, whom 
he ha.d (worn to denroy *, Perhaps 'h~ would have aCted & more prudent 
and dignific-d part, in not making any reply to the inveCtive of a party p01m~ 
pblet; but. as he conceived it to have been written, or at leaft the matea 

rials to have been furnilhed by the minifter, his indignl1tion was Toured, and 
he pu.bJifhed an animated defence of . himfelf and his own condu8:, a 
work 'to which I have frequently alluded, as con.taining much ClJfi.ous in .. 
(orma~on.'On the origin and progrefs of the quarrel betw.J~:a"_'iQt..~ 
pole. , ft 15 ttyled, An At'.Jwe, to One PlI't of Q /au ilifllttl011$ tiIiil: ' .' 
H &marJa on tIlt Grqft/mall's Yinditati01l of hi! Two Honourable Patrons j" ;11 
7fJkich /he charaa(/' (Jnr! (ondtlEl of Mr. p, ;s J1I11y vindicated. Addreffing 
it to Sir Robert 'Valpole, he fays of the pamphlet in which he had been fo 
indecently abufed , U There are fever111 paffages of JUTeI hiftory in it, falfely 
c, il:ated and mifreprcfentcd, which could come from nobody but yourfdf. 
II You might, perhaps, em,ploy fome of your mercenaries to work them up 
C( for you; but the ingredients are certainly your own." 

In the courfe of the defence, Mr. Pulteney gives us his account of the can· 
~rration about making him fccret;1\'y of ftate, which he accufe5 Walpole of 
having difclofed, and tni(repre(ented. And as Walpole had. thrown out to 
him the bait of the fecretary(bip, to pr.evcnt, if poffible, his oppofing the pay~ 
ment of the king's debts, the fecret hifior), of that tranfaftion. as far as Pulteney 
was concerned, is Jaid before rhe public. Having gone through that part of 
his defence, he proceeds, If. Sincc now we are upon the heads of forre/ hljllJry, 
w.ficn YOIl "tnJ~ fJpentd, 1 mull: explain a\lOther point in this gntJeman's ~ 
fence, concc:rning the teConciliation between bislate majcfty and the prefent 
king, from whence it wiU4ppear, whether you or tbis'gant1emu was moft 
greedy of employments, and who difcovered the lTUeft zeal fOT the honour of 
hi. prefcnt majefty t." 'IDat part of hi. fcarol convcriOlion which related to 
Ceo.ge the Secood, thea prine<: of Wal ... , io here (ubjoined. . 
• • But."."], IIir (<:.OIItinued'\htg"""_l"fM' yo. <u~,.. 'fIliIj.lletmtU 

,.. i"", Wlaa. I'" M', .. ~ .. are dwfo Y'" ,+"", mtk/, I'" ,Iu P-, wAo lot! 
.- :fo ' .... robl, .,., M • port ,. t""ft wit~·~ · Me. """i.d, IlIHl 
10M "'.w u.~. to ,Ire (..,." To tlHo YOR ' ...... '!1*1·,..;th .. u..... 
Wi} 1Ii;J I~ If} 16 twlrt olm", II1IJ Nt will hlltle IIi.s DJtUJIY'n4 IJis art AIlfl) 

. . 
~ P·l7· · tAor.~ ..... IafuoouI~ ~SJo •• m.J 
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.uju/' PINB TRINGS. At thi& the gen//rma" was aftoniOlcd, and thought 
proper to preft you a: little further, by aA:ing you, 'luNttlu,. tke P- was 10 

be lifl r~tIU ag.u., 41 he Aad bUll WHrll the king 'ltlelll out of Rngllll,d.--N., 
[aid you, WilY SHOlT LD HE i What! replied the gtntltIRtl1I, "lI'Ut JOI'fiipu
laud/or II jlufre o/'yuyoltJ for }'ourfelf, on t. kin,!'; d~arIUrt. Ilttd is lIlt P
to livt like _ privJte fubjelt, of no ttnftljuentt in Ilu /tillgdont !-The gnu/eINIJ. 
avers, upon his UltOIlr, that your an(wer WAS this." HI-: DOES NOT D.E ~ 
SERVE IT.-WE HAVE pONE TOO MUCH POR HIMi AND IF q' WAS 

TO 8E DO)lE AOAIN, WE WOU1.D NOT D O $0 MUca,.-Upon this • .the 
l'tllle"lRn went diretlly to the P-; (with whom ~ then had fome credit) 
and" hwublf reprerented upon what terms the reconciliation was founded . 
lie to.~ him that he was fold lq hi!.fatlm,"s 1Ini"ift~s) by per/"'I-i who con't 
fid.,.p:_ing· ,.r u""fol.'4s and , their own int.,..j\, and w.,e i. hol'lo.to 
make thtir fortu.nes. This ¥lis tiwught- by him to h3ve had- fome weight, 
at that time. with the P-, though the genlleman did not thmk it proper tG 

tell hiaD the whole that had patred, and fClate what you faid of hun in 10 un
grateful a manner·." 

The difclorure of this fecret conver(ation, and of the contemptuous ex
preffions which \Valpole is [aid to have uttered againft the king, when prince 
of W'"a.les. inftcad of irritating him againft the minifter, only raiied his rcfent~ 
ment higher again{\: Pulteney. Franklin, the printer of the pamphlet, ..... as ar~ 
refted; Pulteney's name was l1:ruck out of the lift of pri\'Y cOllllfdlors, and 
he was put out of all commiffions of the peace -to meafures which tended to 
render the breach irrcparabl~. Such was indeed the bittemef:. of party, and 
the animofity againft. the minifter. thnt Pu.ltcney docs not hefitate to declan', 
that u the oppofition had come to a determined refolution, not to lilh:n to :lny 
treaty whatfoever, or from whom1Oever it may come-, in 'l.vhich the firfi mlJ 
P' inapal (o1ldilio/J floliid 1101 be If) deliver IlIill up If) I he jl!f/ice 0/ lire cO/miry t '·. 

When fuch virulent invetlives were caft on both fides. it was hardly par. 
fible to fuppofe that a~y compromife could be effected; and Pulteney con· 
tinued invariably to oppofe the meqfure! of Walpole, and was principally 
inft~lMIltal in drivil)g him from the helm of :J.ffairs. But although in the 
:teal of party,.apd ill the warmth of debate, thefe two great menJeviled each 
other with [0 mpch acrimony, yet even in th~ houfe of corru:;wns they fre~ 
quoDdy enterecf ~lnto converfation on the moil: amicable terms; and as 
PulteDey alway!, though in oppofition .. fat on the trcafury bench, there op .. 
~ we .. "'Y frcqu~t. Dr. P~e, bilhop of Roch~r, recotdc<l 
~ of ,hoir eafy IJIAIIIlCI" of ConVCIling, whidl ,dIot" the highcft h9-
_~ \jQIjl JjNIi .. , 

• Anfttcr to aD laumousl.ibcl. p. SSt s4. 
a 1(r.,PlIlwIey'. Apfwtf, P·-47· 

t T'md'l, v, 20. p. 104' 
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:"Cri~ V. " Mr. Pulteney fitting upon the fame bench with Sir Robert Walpole in 'the 
'1Jota ' 7H ' houfe of commf'ns, faiJ, " Sir R obert, 1 howe a favour to a1k. of you." 0 my 
t.... .- _, good frj~nd PU!lency, (lid Sir Robert. what favour can you have to alk. of 

me? It is, laid M r. Pulteney. that Dr. Pearce may not Culfc:r in his prefer. 
' Illent for being (11)' fri end. 1 promile you, returned Sir Robert, that he Chall 
(lO t. 'Why tben 1 hope, faid Mr. Pulteney, that you will give him the 
<.lcanCf")' of '''etls. No, replied Sir Robert, I cannot promife you that for 
h1lH, ,hlr it is alre.ldy promifcd." 

Sir Robert having afterwards obtained for him the deanery of'Vinchefrcr. 
ilis friend Mr. }lultener. congratulating him on his promotion, raid to him, 
" Dr. Pearce, though you may think that olhers befidcs Sir Robert hav~ 
contributed to get you that dignity, yet you may depend upon it, that he is 
.U in all, and tbat you owe it en tirely to his good-will towards you j;a,pu there
for(', as J am now fa engaged in t'lI'pnfition to. him, it may happen. that [orne 
who are of our party rnay. if there fhould be any oppotition for members 
of parliament at 'Vinchefter, prevail upon me to a{t there in affi t1:ance of 
Jome friend of our's j ami Sir Robert. :It the fame time, may alk your affifi
:'\T)Ce in tllc eleC\.ion for :l friend of his own, againft one whom we recom
nlend. I tell you, tl1erefore, beforehand, that jf you comply with my re
qucft, father than Sir Raben's, to whom you are fa much obliged, I fhan have 
the worre opinion of you. Could any thing be more generous to Ihe dean 
as a friend. or toO Sir Robert, to whom in othef refpetls he WIlS a decl&1'ed 
opponent - ?" 

CHAPTER THE FORTIETH: 

1733· 
, 

IVafp.'t,propafls 10 t(11u Hnlf a Million Iro,,! Ilu Sinking Fu~d,!or Iht Servia of 
the CN"tn/ Year.-Encroac!unml;!rom its firjl Ejlt:r61i/ll1tltnllo Ihi; MoHolf.
OppojitiDn 10 Ihe BiU.-SNbjla'Jct of de RtnJons CJII holh SideJ.-!1 ;olfo; the 
Houjt.-$lIhfeqUtnl E1!(roadlments.-Ben¢da~ ConjeqNt'HUS whirh 'Would 
ItQVt hun derived fro", appropriating Iht, Product 10 the Liqtlidatio'1 of Ilu 

D4bl.-IU COtIjtf"tllt'es of alienali,lg il.-
I 

Mo#V!s whir!, inJU((J I he Mini/ln-
10 fillet I/UII Mt/hod of r,aifing SIlP,Pli~s. ' 

T HE laft accounts .. hich I hod ocafion to gi>e af the p,arliomenlAly 
proceedings and domeftic events, were carried down onlr to May 1730. 

The hope. of • divi60n amongft tbe Whigs. and of the mUiiftc'" all 8"" 
• LiCe of Pcarce: 
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energy to tIle leaders of oppofition; but the ill fuccers of their exertions, 
1tlJd" the- uninterrupted quiet and profperity of the country, during the two 
fucceeding years-. render the domeftic hiftory barren at e ... ents, :1nd afford 
little worthy of mention in the life of the minifter. But the fixth 
feffion of the third feptennial p:uli3.ment, which opened on the 17th of Ja
nU!1ry 1733. is diftinguifhed by two meafurcs ~f Sir Robert Walpole; of 
which the fim, to take half a million from the tnking fund, though con
trary to the national ioterefi, was carried by a large majority; and the fe. 
cond, which was the cxcifc fchC'me. though evidenupalculatcd for the ad
vantage of the country, met with fuch violent appotition, as induced the 
minifter to relinquilh it. 

This chapter will be cononed to the difcuffion of the important que-nioll 
concerning the alienation of the finking funt.!; a meafure which has incurred 
the bitter cenrure of moO: writers who have fpeculated on the fubject of 
finance, and which feems to be the gre.1tdl: blot in the atlminilhation of the 
minifter. ]n this difquifition, lilial! endeavour to fiate, the deviatiom from, 
and encroachments on the linking fund, until it was finally perverted from 
its original ufe, and inftead of beil)g employed in the liquidatoton of the 
national debt, became a fund for the current fervice of the year; to {hew 
the beneficial confcquences which would have rcful1e'd from following the 
origina1 defign; and to con!ic.ll"T the motives which induced the minifter to 
counteraCt his own great e£l:.ablifument. and to entail a dcht 011 the nation, 
which, if it could not have been entirely paid off., might at lcaft have been 
confiderably diminifhcd. 

When the houfe of commons patfed an aEl: for the eftablifhment of' a 
fund for applying the furpluffcs of duties and fCvenues to the liqui
dation of the national debt, called in fublequent acts the finking fund, the 
words to appropria.te them to that purpofc were as ftrong' as could be found, 
~ and for nOI14 ollm· fifo. ;'1/ml. or purpqfr whntfo~'el. 

During the whole reign of Ceorgc, tlle Firft, it was invariably appropriated 
to its original purpofes, and rather than encroach upon it, money was bor
rowed upon new taxes, 'when the fupplies in general might have been raiCed, 
by dedica.ting the furplufi'es of the old taxes to the current Cervices of.theyea.c-. 
Even in the infancy of the dl:.ablifhment, when its operations were neceffarily 
very confined, great advantages were derived even from this (mall Curplus;. 
the: national intereft was immediately reduced from 6 to 5 per cent.; 
£'7~oo in old ndtequer bills were paid off in J7I9j and it appeared, 
by tbe·report ofthc·houfe ofcomm?ns, that from 1117 to 17~8, it had dif ... 
c:bugtd /.; s-,6st8,416, and that. it. averaga amount was £. 1,100,000 • 

. • Prite'. Appeal un the NatlOlloaI Oebt. SindairJ p. JCl6. 

Chsp:er 40-
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It had no [ooner Jrttained this progreffive power, th:lIl its operations were 
fufpendcd. Between 1727 and 1733. feveral encroachments had"been made. 
either br aliendting the t:n .. es which yielded the furpluffes, or by charging the 
intcrefl: of lc\·I.:!,\! loan~ upon the lurpluffes appropriated to the payment of 
the debt. But :llthough this mcaJure was in effect the fame as uepriving it 
of groli> rum~ (there being no difierence between taking the annual interdl 
of :t tum, anulhat fum itlelf) yct as there encroachrnl'nrs were not literally 
uindl invafions of the fund, ther rcem to ha\'c met with littl e oppofition. 

However, in 1733811 open atrack. wa!> made. H ... lf a million being voted. 
for the fer:vicc of the enfuing year, the minifrcr propofcd to take that ium 
from the linking fund. and by that means to continue tile land tax at olle 
(hilling in the pound; <tdJing, tiJat if this Illotion [houid be objctled to, he 
nlOtlld moyc for a bnd tax of two !billings in the pound, there being no other 
means of providing for the current expence'i. 

This motion juiUy occafionl.:J a long ant.! 'Io\cnt ,}(·uatc, and the flrength 
of the argumenl undoubtedl~' lay on the lide of 0vpofirion. The whole 
fubftance of the rea(ons, which the mimfter could urge:: in defence of this vio
lation of his own principles, wa'i the neceffity of giving, calc to the l:mtletl in
terea, and the dre:ld of the public crctlitor~ to h"ve their debts dJfcharged . 
On this occafion he advanced this rcolarkable pofition, that the fituation of 
the country, and the cafe of the public creditors was altered fo much finee 
the eflablifument of the finking fund, that the competition among them was 
not who lhould be the firft, bUl who l11 0uld be the Jill to be paid, an af
fertion, which none of the oppolition \"e illurcu to contradiB:, and therefore 
may be confidered as troe . He alfo addeu, that altbough the linking fund 
wa~ dlablilhed [or the payment of the debts~ yet it was frill fubjefr to lhe 
difpo(,d of parliament j and whenever it appeared, that it could be more pro 
perly and beneficially applied to [0101: uther uk, lhe legifla.ture had a power, 
.1nd ought to difpofe of it in tlut m:lOner. 

On the other fide, the oppolitiorl argued. that the facred depofit for 
difcharging the debts and abolifuing the taxes, ought" not to be applied to 
any ufe, except in cafes of extreme neceffity, which were not now apparent; 
that the affenting to the motion was in faa robbing pofierity of {.. 500,000. 

:wd the progreffive intereft of that fulllt for a trifting cafe to themfelves. 
Tbey reminded him of his inconfiCkncy, in deQroying his own darling pro
ject, and undermining tlte boafted monument of his own gtor¥; and Sir 
John Barnard empkatiully urged, « that the authqr ()f (acb. an upedient 
Aluft expeCt the curfes ef pofterity." , 

I \ Thefe arguments, however, did not affeCt the deciflOO of the ho~re of 
commons. The in11uence cf the minifi:cr, aid~d by tht: co-operation of the 

+ landed, 
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Uuded'j m~ 'ISlC puplollar interefts: triumphed ,over oppofition; an'd the 
" ~ClJl ~.ca:tied.by a mllJorit1..o( 110 voices, 145 againfi 135. 

'];~ ...ppdice af aJicnating the ' linking fund ~ving been. once fantli6ned 
Qr parij.rv:nt, wu..colltinued without intermiffion. J,n 1734 £ . 1,2.00,000, 

or tht whole produce of the year, was tII.ken from it; in I73S and [736, It 
was anticipated. and P1Qr"tgaged. .. Tbus expired," obferves Dr. Pricc.,perhaps 
wJ.th more cnthufi~ than truth, " after ap exiftencc: of a few years, the 
linking fund i ,~at ,facr& blelflllg (as it W1\1 once thought) and the natioo'j 
.only hope. Co1J..ld it h~ve .crcapW, it would long before this time have ca¥Q. 
Britaul of aU jts debts, aoo left it fafe and happy," 

In f<gard to the beneficial con(cqucnces which mllft have refulted from 
ule due admJniJt1;3~.i,OI) of the !inking fund, many wores 3rc not wanting to 
pro\·e that point. \VLthouf dllmatiqg the ad":lntages as highly !is tho oppo~ 
ncnlS of tho minifi:er. or Dr! Pnce, it .may .faidY.kr~.4Ul:rred, from the ftato. 
mcnt ofWalpolejlirnfelf. that had the produce~.pplied to that P.u!pOft. 
trOql it~ fir{\; dlablinlJ;tlont in J 716 to 1739, the year in which tho/.-:ll' '!ith 
Spain commenced, tha..t mo~ th:in 2.0 millions of the nationaldcQt migh~ .\1 .. ,,"0 

been e"'l)1 PEUd off, wb.crea~ only £. 71 J 90,740 were di(charge~ ~ • 
Tjlc ill copfelj.~nccs t. t)lc public of alienating the f.nking fulld. "'" tb 

DotpnoUI and evjifht, that it is !Jot. my intention to ju~jfy Sir Ro~'t ,wal. 
pole; on the contrary, he deferves, a.nd has fufficicntlr. incurred the cenCure ,of 
poflerity, who have Cuffered by this meafure. But while: we blame this COQ'" 

(]uct in it s futl1atitude , let us not follow the example of thofe fpeculativ. 
wr\tGP. "W~o 40 !lot fufficiently weigh exiA:ing cirCU11J.ftanccs, negleCt to COI\-

4J!J,;:r the ~mW. ofthc; ti.m~s*d the fituation of the country, and who judg,t 
of the me:l.fures purr \.ted by gonrnment in ~ 7 33.~ from thofe 'whicl\ Aave 
been p':!{C'lSd in fub(eq~t iiltlOS-t ]nJuftice to the memory of 11 miaith:r, 
who f~etn~ tq have f:J.c.rifi~&l every) objeCt for tlfe prefervatiOn of In.trrior. 
tranq\liUi!1 ar.f, e-,;,tcJ!1~ peace 1 Itt UI conSider th~ motives which induC'et.l hillJ. 
'" F0I1"Ie:~.~liDn Qf ,~. 6nkipg fund. which <anno' be b",,, iIIiii'" 
t~i't~Ii~~~f~.of ':V<lyj~ciw1 ~ci.ter on linMG<. . •. 

" . ~tfoG.~~1ttm: )Jut ;'ce ~_ al\d ~.t.,·fle payment'or dt~ ~.t 
e~" ~'kuhII;oDl, •• t-amtlrTfM '1". ~1).ICr «"Ot. it wOlllil ( In Ihe ,1I'l!rr,lt'ftw " . ., ......... 11-. pal4 .~...... " 0) ... " tompJet" Ib, ,~O",;"' .. li'ol~ 
.chIn had _II 41 . ~d, !l~ l>r PnC't.(Jb~ t . aile ~lIodre;d and .lill)! . ~ll1ip'"IS ~_-;tI_,~ 
{et'e6. ~ Il-~ . • ~r-11'21 bml F.fthe~tri~~ltIln'thiIWholCl~~fn 
'&,"-e&l tl\ ~ ,..tl uus {r:xoept ftam an'., ... Jbt fumhflfh wh:tq, _ iIiGo 
' .. JMoonjI " Of lIW<.j ,.d b""'I>-" ",4d1Oo· - :t,,;.,?!'I"l>~'" 
..... "b;o - r'''~ .. paf- t1)pit rrocll.l«.d bf i;Wtoilldoa. §:'~ • '~ 
AlCIt of· c\ebU, bc:UJSl& • per ~t. iotcrdl. i Vn~ WI 4}lilll1t1C'1 l'ul. J , 1 I So. 
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• nefe ft.ep' en adminiftration I neither cenfure or approve of. I mull: 
fuppofe e.vort ftVtefman to have good rcaf@its for dbing what· i'Je d~ \folefs. 
}; OIIh difc(wet that h15 motives are bad. May not the landed in'tend, Who 
coinpofed the parliament, have inftfted UpOD [uch a diminution- of. theit" 

. toad? May not the proprietors of the public. debts have infif1:ed,oo their 
ftde. that no money out of the 'finking fund lhould be thrown into their 
);altds. while the bank was making loaas upon the land Md rm.It dut~e.s at 
3 pef' ceot.? Mtght not the· ptbple- have been a'Vah: to an augmenta:tiol'\>' 
M·taxes? When three fuch conftderal>le iatereib cencur in " fchetue~ whicll 
in its ultill1ate though diftant confequenccs, rnuft end in the notable preJU
tHto of p«pctuating !be debts, allhough opportunities offer to dimtnifh. 
't\tm, what Citn govmoment do? They muft fubmit. and_ wblch IS worfe, 
.i:bey carutot well avow then ;eaf9ll$. • 

U SlfChtcomt>inat!_ ...... OCellI",. aivJ frequently too. ift'every fta.tc loaded 
.. il:b debt~, where the Md)- 'tit the peV'le, -the }am..llor<i!. and the creditors, 
~d!. an i,d\rantJI;gC in the non-paymctnt of tbe national debt. It is for .thiJ; 
~a1i ,1 im~nt, the bel! way to obvlllt-e the bad canfequences of (0 ftrong 
In ii?he~.in pa;1iarnent, would be, to appropnate tbe amount of aU link
ing [uadt-iJl, fuch a m:u1Qer, i1S ~~-.!)t out_ of !.. aa~ion'~jIOwe~ to.mif~ppll 
Iilem, :md by t1iis 1l1C:1ns force them dtt;r to retrench their atraordinary. 
eijitnc ... or to impofc bl< .. for defraying them •. " 

, 'lhclO obfernuiorit .t'e pttfeC\1y juft. and c6nfonant to the fpirit and tem
#Jt!r of iRe times j not did any meafure of Walpole·s adminiftrntion more can· 
Otitte the favolfr or the landhoJders. monied men, and people.. ,han the. 
,6idllioo of the finIting fund, fo JuOOr deprcatcQ by pofteriy, yet fo mue!> 
oppIauded by hi, contempemie,. 

FOI' • long period :tfter tbe ""c<llion of ~ !he F"trft, tile greotec part 
.f the: landed interc;ft bad uniformly oppoCed government._ With a view to 
ihJ!atiate the DeW family .. ith thefe.,.rfpns. who foImOd a large P"'Y in tho 
MinIfe of commo ... the minlltcr had 10'll~ th& land tax w .Ii!te aU<! tben 
00 two !hilling. in the WI tbi. me.",. had gi..oi tlii 1ltIt.\I\l~n 
~ popularity. it "",It '. 
e.- m&ny fricn& to 
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