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ha was not feconded, the orignal motion pafled without a divifion®, Qm Chaper 33
th# pth, in confeguence of a meflage requefting the houfe to fettle a join- 37237t0179
tuse on the queen, if fhe fhould furvive the king; it was unanimoufly b
agreed that [, 100,000 fhould be granted for that purpofe. On the
17th, the king made a fpeech from the throne, in which, after thanking the
parliament for this mark -of attachment and affection, he gave another and a
ftronger {anétion to the conduct of the miniflers, and adverted to the flou-
rifhing ftate of the country. The parliament was then prorogued to the
20th of Auguft, and foon afterwards diffolved. Thus was this (hort feffion
of parliament conduted with an unanimity and zeal unexampled in the
annals of this country.

As the fame men were continued in office, of courfe the fame meafures
were purfued both at home and abroad. At home, to continue the public
tranquillity, to counteract the {chemes of the Jacobites, to promote com-
merce, to encourage agriculture and manufactures were the great efforts of
adminiftration, and in thefe Walpole took an active and leading part.
The new houfe of commons, which affembled on the 23d of January 1728,
was of the fame temper and difpofition as the laft; and the members in
favour of adminiftration were foon found to exceed the complement in the
former parliament, Sir Spencer Compton, who had occupied the chair,
having been created a peer, Arthur Onflow was eletted {peaker, with an
unanimity which could only be infpired by an opinion of his integrity and
abilities, an opinion which 'his {ubfequent conduct fully juftified, by an able
and impartial difcharge of his duty, during a period of thirty-feven years 4.
The fpeech from the throne was remarkable for an appearance of franknefs
and fincerity. The king firft alluded to the uncertain fituation of affairy
gbroad, to the difficulties which had attended the execution of the: preli-
minaries with Spam. and to the unavoidable neceffity of not difcontinuing
warlike preparations ; and then, a&er the ordinary profeffions of frugality, and
wlllmgne{'s to reduce the national €xpences, exhorted the commons to take
into confideration the encouragement of feamen in general, that they might.
be invited rather than compelled to enter into the fervice of their country,
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& confideration, he obfervcd worthy of the repréfentatives of a poople grest
and ﬂoun[hmg in trade and navigation. To this purpofgsihe propafed am
addition to the fund of Greenwich Hofpital, and, concluded with recom-
mending unanimuty, zeal, and difpatch,

This fpccch was heard with general fatisfation, The addrels pafied the
lords without oppofition ; being prefented to the cotnmons for thetn approba-
tion, Shippen propofed, with a view to caft a refleGtion on the minifters,
after the words difagrecable and uncertain flate of affairs, to addy at kis ma-
jefly's acceffion to the throne. He then took occafion tojaunch out into the
moft bitter invectives, and particularly taxed the {quadron with being ufelefs
and infignificant, far not having rifled the galleons at Carthagena, and plun-
dered Porto Bello. Sir William Wyndham feconded the motion with his
ufual energy, and obferved, that the languid meafures adopted by govern-
ment, tended oaly to remove the n;io;iations from Paris and Madrid o -
Cambray, and would not affift in rethoving the difficulties into which this
dilatory mode of proceeding had plunged the nation. But thefe declama-
tory objections did not accord with the temper of the houfe ; they rather ex-
cited fo much indignation among the independent members, that ihe oppo-
fition did not venture to call for a divifion, and the addrefs was cairied una-
pimoufly, In fa, this conduét of oppofition, not only difpleafed the nation,
but even hurt their caufe in the only court, where it was likely to Luyc any
effe®. For the great objection which cardinal Fleury had raifed agaift the
counfels of England, was derived from their precipitancy and molencc,;gnd
Bolingbroke had laboured to imprefs this notion on his partizans. The mi-
nifters availed themfelves of this circumftance, and in comformity tgtheir in-
Bru&ions, earl Waldegrave, who in the abfence of Horace Walpole conduéted
the affairs of England at Paris, reprefented with due effeét to the cardinal,
that the {ame meafures to which he objected, us too promipt and decifive,
were peprobated in Eggland, as deficient in {pirit and energy *,

The firlt queftion which met with ipuch oppofition, was that made by
Horace Walpole, that £.230,923 fhogld be grantgd for maintgining 12,000
Heffians in the Britith pay. In the debate on this motion, the mipority
feem to have firft recovered from their f{urprife; the Pulteneys and Sir
William Wyndham {poke with Erea.t weight and art on a queftion which
has been {o often difcuffed, and which ftill continues to agitate the public
mind, concerning the expediency of I:aklpg foreign troops into Britith pay.
The argument in favour of the quokion: was, in {ubfance}'thafihe late king
had thought fit ‘to provide thefe troops, in order to obtain the ends of the

‘Georee Tilfon to earl Waldegrave, February 2d and sth, 1787-8. Waldegrave Papers.
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treaty of Hanover; that they were ready at hand, and much cheaper than
raifing national troops ; that a ddappomtment from the defection of the king
of Pruffia, one of the contrafting pafties in the alliance, was a {pecial reafon
for their being retained ; that time had manifefted this to have been a pru-
dentigl meafure, it having prevented a war in Germany ; that the reafons for
taking them into pay flill fubfifted, and therefore their continuance was ne-
ceffary till the intended congrefs at Cambray was finithed. 84 divided
againft 280 *,

It was at this period, in which Walpole, confiding on the fupport of queen’

Caroline, took the lead in the adminifiration, and became in reality the firtt
minifter,' although lord Townfhend ftill oftenfibly retained the name, that
the oppofition began to form itfelf into confiftency, and to compofe a firm
and compaét phalanx, which refifled all the efforts and influence of the mi-
nifters to divide them, and which finally drove him from the helm.

Until the death of George the Firft, the component parts of this hetero-
geneous body, which confifted of a few difappointed Whigs, Tories, and Ja-
cobites, did not cordially coalefce. Many of thofe Whigs and moderate
Tories, who looked up to that event as a prelude to their own admiffion into
the miniftry; kept aloof from thofe who, as being profeffed Jacobites, or
violent Tories, could not expet the fame fucce(s. But no fooner had the
continuance of Walpole in office annihilated their hopes, than the whole
body became compact and united. In this refpect, the Whigs became Tories,
the Tories Whigs; and the Jacobites afflumed every fhape which tended to
promote their views, by diftreffing government, and haraffing the minifter,
whom they confidered as thé great {upporter of the houfe of Brunfwick.

The chief aim of the minifter was to comprehend almoft all the Tories as
enemies to the government, by the name of Jacobites, or at Jeaft to give
that ftigma to every one who was not a profeft and known Whig. With this
view, his own adminiftration being naturally fupported on a Whig founda-

tion, he endeavoured to attach to himfelf all thofe who had been dependent”

on Sunderland. With {ome he fucceeded, but not with all; and of thofe
whom he could not gain, feveral remained in their employments, becaufe
they wee prote(ted by the Hanover junto. This body of Whigs, {mall but
of confiderable eminence, remained his enemies to the time of the king’s
death, watching 'for every opportunity to ruin him; and from the agceffion
of George the Second, commenced the oppofition which became afterwards
{o troublefome and formidable4. Pulteney became the preat leader of this
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body; under him were ranged his kinfman Daniel Pulteney, Sir John Barnard,
Sandys, and afterwards lord Polwarth, Pitt, Littleton, and the Grenvilles.
Sir William Wyndham was the great chief of the Tories, and William Ship-
pen was at the head of the Jacobites, who did not form lefs than fifty mem-
bers, Thofe who fupported the minifter were lord Hervey, whofe character
and talents have been fcandaloufly depreciated by Pope, Henry Pelham,
Sir William Yonge, whom Johnfon calls the beft {peaker in the houfe of
commons, Winnington, and his brother Horace Walpole, whofe talents for
negotiation, indefatigable affiduity in bufinefs, and acquaintance with foreign
tranfactions, rendered him an able co-adjutor.

During this feffion, a very important queftion, on the ftate of thé national
debt, was brought before the houfe, in which the minifter of finance was
deeply engaged. In the debates which took place on this fubjeé, the op-
pofition had declaimed againft the ]meufe expenditure of the public mo-
ney. They declared, that although large fupplies were annually voted dur-
ng the laft reign, and the produce of the finking fund had been applied
to the difcharge of the debt, during a period of almoft uninterrupted tran-
quillity, yet the public burthens were fncreafed inftead of being diminifhed :
and they obferved, that if the war with Spain' fhould continue, and new
troubles arife in Europe, frefh taxes muft be perpetuated to the lateft pof-
terity, and that the nation muft inevitably fink under fuch an accumulated
load.

In proof of thele arguments, Pulteney ha.d publithed a well written pam-
phlet, “ On the State of the National Debt.” Many fimilar ftatements had
appearcd in the Craftfman, attempting to fhew, that the finking fund hgd
been of no fervice to the purpofe for which it was originally intended.
Walpole knew that this pofition was defended by the moft able pens, and
oftentatioufly fupported by numbers, and laborious calculations, which the
people could not comprehend.  As thefe affertions raifed great clamours at
home, and had a confiderable effett dbroad, in decrying the credit of the
nation, it became neceffary td confute, or at leaft to contradi¢t them,
in the fame pofitive manner in which they were advanced. With this view,
the minifter determined, through the medium of the houfe of commons, to
make a folemn appeal to thg nation againft their ftatements; and his refo-
lution was unwittingly forwarded by oppofition, who did not know that in
repeating their attacks, they fupplied him with the very weapons of defence,
which he could not fo eafily have acquired without their concurrence.

In laying before the commons an account of the finking fund, Walpole
declared, that fince 1716, it had difcharged above fix millions of the debt, -
but that as new debts had been contraéted, the mtional burthens had upon

4 the
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she balance been diminifhed about two millions and a half. Pulteney in Chapter 33.
weply afferted, that notwithftanding the great merit which {ome perfons had 1727to1730.
arrogated 4o themfelves from the eftablithment 'of the finking fund, it ap- ‘==—v==’
peared that the debt had incresfed, inftead of being diminilhed, fince the
commencement of that pompous project. To this Sir Nathaniel Gould, an
eminent merchant, obferved, that he apprehended the gentleman had taken
this notion from a treatife, intituled, * The State of the National- Debt ;"
that i he underftood any thing, it was numbers, and that he would
ftake his credit, to (hew the fallacy of the author’s calculations and infer-
ences. Pulteney defended his calculations, and added, that he was not at
prefent prepared to prove his affertions, but that he would do foin a few
days, and would alfo ftake his reputation on their truth, The minifter fup-
ported the opinion of Sir Nathaniel Gould, and added, that he would alfo
ftake his reputation on the truth of what he advanced *, Walpole now ex-
erted himfelf in preparing {pecific flatements of the produce of the finking
fund, of the debts which had been liquidated, and of thofe which had been
contrated fince its eftablithment, with a view of fubmitting them to par-
liament on the firft opportunity, which was foon fupplied by the leading
member of oppofition.

On the 29th of February, the king's anfwer was given to an addrefs, re-
quefting a fpecific account of £.250,000 which had been charged for fecret
{ervices ; that he trufted the houfe would repofe the fame confidence in him
as they had repofed in his royal father; and declared, that a fpecific account
of the difburfements could not be given, without manifeft prejudicg to the
public, This meflage had no fooner been delivered by Sir Paul Methuen,
comptroller of the houfehold, than Pulteney rofe : with great animation he
inveighed agajnft fuch a vague and general way of accounting for the public
money, as tending to render parliament infignificant and ufelefs, to cover
embezzlements, and to fcreen corrupt and rapacious miniftess: He again
urged the increafe of the national debt, and infited on having that 1mpor-
tant affair debated in a grand committee. The minifter oppofed the im-
mediate difcuffion of the queftion, but moved to adjourg, the debate only to
the 4th of March, when after the examination of the revenue officers, he
fhould be ready to lay before the houfe, the ftate of the national debt. This
motion was carmied by 202 againft 66 4.

Accordingly, on the 4th of March, the commons, in a committee of the
whole houfe, confidered the ftate of the national debt, and examined at the
bar the proper officers of the revenue. At the conclufion of this exami-
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nation, with a view to avoid all general cavils, and to reduce the affertiond
of the adverfaries to a {pecific account, a motion was made by the friends of
the minifter, * That the monies already applied towards difcharging the na-
tional debts mcurred before Chriftmas 1716, together with £.220,43 5, which
will be 1fTued at Lady Day 1728, amount to £.6,648,762."

In reply to this propofition, the minority argued, that for'the pur-
pole of fwelling the amount of the fums faid to be iffued for the liqui-
dation of the debt, the minifter had put down no lefs than three millions,
which lad been advanced in 1720, to make the irredeemables redecm-
ables; and which could not properly be called a payment of debts. They
al(o nfifted, that he had omitted feveral large {ums, particularly one million
raifed upon the credit of the civil lift, and deficiencies of the land tax, malt,
and other funds. They concluded, that thefe defalcations from the fums
paid, and additions to the ftanding debts, would reduce the £. 6,648,762,
which, according to the boafls of the minifter, was fuppofed to be liquidated,
to lefs than one third.

Walpole, on the other hand, maintained with no lefs pofitivene(s the ac-
euracy of his own ftatements, expatiated on the ftate of the nation, and of
the public debts, explained the operation and efficacy of the finking fund,
and {upported the motion. The oppofition then propofed that the f{peaker
thould refume the chair, but this being negatived by 250 againft 97, the
original queftion was then put, and carried without a divifion.

The minifter having obtained this victory, refolved to bring forwards
his public appeal to the nation, by prefenting 3 report from the houfe of
commons to the king, ftating, in certain refolutjons, the amount of the na-
tional debt, and the fums which had been liquidated by means of the fink-
ing fund. With this view, four refolutions were fubmitted to a committee
of the whole koufe, on the 8th of March; the firft of which repeated, in
the fame wonds, the motion ma.dc on, the 4th, that £.6,648,762 had been
difcharged. *

The oppefition, recollefting their former defeat by a large majority, and
feetng that the houfe wholly differed from their reprefentations, did not
lay their wonted firefs on the main queftion, but loudly called again upon
the minifter for an account of the fum lately employed in fecret feryice.
To thefe clamours Walpole made the ufiial reply, that it had been expended
in negotiations too dehclte to be fpeeified. In the midff of his fpeech, an

“sccount was trarftittted by lord Townthend, that the convention with Spain

was figned at the Pardo®, 'Walpole availed himfelf of this information ; and

See the conclufion of this chapter.
- w
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gcquainting the houfe with the news, added, “ That the nation would be

99
Chapter 3.

now relieved from the burthen of the late expences, and that he could affure #737torjaq.

the members who called fo loudly for a fpecification of the fecret fervice
money, that it been expended in ‘obtaining the conclufion of that peace, the
preliminaries of which wgre now figned. The defigns of thofe (he faid) who
had laboured to difturb the tranquillity of Europe, were thus defeated ; and
the purchafe of peace, and the prevention of war, on terms (o cheap, were highly
beneficial to the public.” This information {pread gencral fatisfalion through
the houfe ; the queftion was inflantaneoufly called for, and the refolutions
pafled without a divifion ®. On a fubfequent meeting, thefe refolutions were
formed into a report, which was drawn up by the minifter, and laid before
the houfe,.to be prefented to the king.

This is a very elaborate performance 4, and deferves the {tricteft at-
tention. After laying down the fubject of the report, wpich was to examine
how much of thesadditional debt incurred before the zj5th of December
1716 had been difcharged, and what new debts had been contracted fince
that time; it proceeds with making fevere reflections againit the arts which
had been praétifed to miflead the people in this u‘nportant inquiry, “ by
publithing and promoting, with the greateft induflry, moft notorious mifre-
prefentations of the truc ftate of our debts, and of the provifions made for
the difcharge of them ; and by infufing groundlefs jealoufies and infinuations,
as if the produce of the finking fund had been but little and inconfiderable,
or that by wrong and imprudent meafures, bad ceconomy, negle, or mif-
management, unneceflary expences had been made, and new-debts con-
trafted, that not only equalled, but exceeded by feveral millions, the amount
of the old debts that had been difcharged §.” It then adopts 2 method that
is plain, eafy, and intelligible to the meaneft capacity, by giving, in two tables,
the amounts of the debts difcharged and incurred fince the z5th of Decem-
ber 1716, jufl before the eftablifhment of the finking fund :

Debts incurred fince December 2 gth 1916, and fince P 5. d.

difcharged = — — — 6,626,404 16 of
Debts contracted and mcpn‘ad fince December 2 5th
1716, and now fubfifting — — 3,027,088- 7 1%

Difference, or decreaf® of the national debt — 2‘.633,416 9“_ 7%

® Lettye de Monfienr Le Cog, au Roi de ve, March 1%, 172%. Correfpondence, Pe-
Pologne, de Landm 23 M 228. .uro. gu ) ka1 '
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Peciod IV. It then gives the new debts under the proper heads of the fervices for which
1927 t01759. they were contratted; and after having related the beginning, eftablifhment,
sy and beneficial effects of the finking fund, obferves, that by reducing the

intereft of the greateft part of the debts from 6 to 4 per cent, there is a
faving of one third of the intereft, which is equal toa difcharge of one third
of the principal; and that as the annual produce of the fund was gradually
raifed from [. 400,000 to . 1,200,000, the addition of £.800,000, if va-
lued at twenty-five years purchale, the current price of annuities, would give
a real profit to the public of £. 20,000,000.

It concludes by faying, * This is the happy ftate of the finking fund,
taken feparately, and by itfelf; but, if we caft our eyes upon the ftate of our
public credit 1n general, it muft be an additional fatisfaction to us, that by
preferving the public faith inviolable, by the difcharge of the old exchequer
bills, and the reduétion of the high intereft on all our ftanding debts, the
whole credit that s taken on the annual funds, for carrying on the current
fervice of the year, is and may be fupplied for the future at £. 3 per cent. or
lefs, for intereft, premium, and charges, by exchequer bills, juft as the occa-
fions of the public require, without any loans, or being obliged to any per-
fons, for money to be advanced or lent on the credit of them; and {o far
is the public from being under the former neceffities of allowing extravagant
intereft, premiums, or difcounts, for any money they want, that the only
conteft now among the creditors of the public is, that every one of them de-
fires to be thé laft in courle of payment.”

" ' ¢ Permit us then, moft gracious fovereign, to congratulate your majefty on
the comfortable profpet we have now before us, if, notwithftanding

the many difficulties this nation has laboured under fince the happy accef-

fign of your majeity’s late royal father to the throne, notwithftanding the

unnatural rebellion which {oon after broke out, and the many heinous plots

and confpiracies which have fince been formed and carried on for overturn-

ing the religion apd liberties of our country, and the proteftant fucceffion in

your moft Huftrious family; the many difturbances which have arifen, and

tlie uncertain and embroiled condition of the affairs of Europe, not a little

fomented and encouraged by the falfe intelligence, and malicious infinuations

which bave been induftrioufly {pread abroad by your majefty’s and our ene-

_mies, of the unea(y and gerplexed Rate of our affairs at home, a8 if that
bad rendered it almoft impoffible for this nation, effe@ually to exert them-

felves in defence of their own juft rights and pofleffions, and for eftablithing

and fecuring the public peace and tranquillity ; jf, notwithitanding thefe and

many other difficulties which we Jaboured under, and while the finking fund

4 was
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was yet in its infancy, and fo much lefs than it now is, we have been able Chapter 33.
¢o diminifh the national debts fo much already, what may we not hope for *727to1729.
in regard to a more fpeedy and fenfible dilcharge of them for the futuie, Yeiyeniad
now the finking fund is {o greatly increafed, and our public credit in fo

flourifhing a condition *.”’

Such was the fubflance of this remarkable report, which was carried by Apnl 8th.
243 againft 77+4. It was prefented to the king, and drew a favourable an- April 11th
fwer, exprefling his extreme fatisfaction for the removal of groundlefs jea-
loufies and apprehenfions, for the happy effeéts to be derived from the flou-
rifhing ftate of public credit, for the provifion made for the gradual dilchaige
of the national debt, and concluded by obferving, ¢ You may be affured,
it fhall be my particular care and ftudy to maintain and preferve the public
eredit, and to improve the finking fund, and to avoid all occafions of laying
any new burthens upon the people }."”

The effe&s of the report, both at home and abroad, were incalculably be-
neficial to the credit of the minifter. Whatever were the opinions of indivi-
duals, whatever might be the cavils of thofe who oppofed government, the
ftatement of the minifter was approved by more than two thirds of the na-
tional reprefentatives, affembled in parliament, and twas folemnly fonlioned by the
king. At home the difcontents vifibly fubfided ; abroad the national eredit
was eftablifhed on ftronger grounds than ever. It was proved, in oppofition
to the clamours of the difaffected, that the kingdom could fupport the ex-
pences of a war.  France courted our alliance with redoubled ardour ; Spain
was confirmed in her wifhes for peace; the Emperor and Ruffia fhrunk from
a conteft with Great Britain; and the difpatches from Paris, Seville, and
Vienna, fufficiently announced the weight and influence which*the counfels
of England had gained by the opinion, which now .generally prevailed in
favour of her finances.

In this feflion occurred one of thofe difficult and critical cafes, in tlnch
Walpole wits reduced to the m:ceﬁity of complying with the will of the
{overeign, contrary to his own judgment, or of refigning. Great complaints
had been made of the deficiency of the civil lift, and upon an examination
of the revenue officers, a motion was made by Scrope, fecretary to the trea-  ap] 554,
{ury, that the fum of £. 115,000 be granted to his majefty, not as a defi- ‘
ciency, but & an arrear. [t appeared that there was no deficiency, yet the
houfe rejeted & motion for 4 fecret committee, and pafied the adt, by
majority of 241 againft y15. In the lords, the bill met with ftrenuous op-

* journals, 4 Ihid, $ Ibid,
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pofition, and though carried, very ftrong protefts were entered on the
Journals, and figned by fourteen peers. This tranfaction gave great paw
to Walpole : he 1s faid to have ufed every effort of addrefs and reafoning
to diffuade the profecution of the demand, fo much as éven to offend
the king. The cnenues of his adminiftration were not ignorant of his refift-
ance, and fome of the leading Tories made fecret propofals to the king,
that if he would difcard Walpole, they would not ouly obtain the fum Ye-
quired, but add to 1t £.100,000. Thus circumftanced, the minifter re-
lu¢tantly complied, and fubjeted his character to much obloquy *.

This inflexibility of George the Second,expofed Walpole not only to
many difficulties in his public career, but to many unmerited reproaches

- in his chara@er, as a man of veracity., Great embarraffiment to a munifter

muft be derived from the occafional reluctance of the fovereign to com-
firm the promifes made to individuals of particular offices, either of honour
or truft; and on fuch occafions, he naturally incurs the blame of either
indifference, neghgence, or duphicity. Thus he had not been able to obtain
for his friend the duke of Devonthire the prefidentflup of the council,
which high office was, by the interpofition of Sunderland, conferred on lord
Carleton, who, fince his elevation to the peerage, had feldom voted with the
Whigs.

BE: perhaps no failure affefted him more, or caufed more reproaches,
than the refufal of the fovereign to make Charles Stanhope, elder brother
of the earl of Harrington, a lord of the admuralty, The real caufe of the
king's non-compliance, arqfe from his averfion to Charles Stanhope, which
was difclofed to the minifter, under the fin&eft injunctions of fecrecy.
George the Second had found, among his father's papers and letters, 2 me-
morial from lord Sunderland, written in the hand of Charles Stanhope,
highly expreflive of {trong diflike to the prince of Wales, and recommending
the adoption of the moft violent meafures againft him. The perufal of this
paper excited the higheft indignation as well againft thé meghory of lord
Sanderland, as againft the fectetary who had written it. In regard to Charles
Stanhope, the king declared, that no confideration fhould induce him to
affign to him any plade of truft or honour; and he kept his word, For
when Sir Robert Walpole efpoufed his intereft with much ardour, he of-
fended the king, who rejected the application, with fome expreflions of re«

“fentment againft the minifter for having recommended him .

® Journals. Chandler. Tindal. Etough's Papers—~Geo. L p. :2 lg.
+ Lﬂl Townshend to Stephen Poyntz, june 3d, 1728. Corref] Perttll IV,

When



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 50%,

When George the Firft left Englard, things wore the appearmnce of a  Chapter 33,
general pacification. In virtue of the preliminaries figned by the Imperial 1727to173g.
and Spanifh embaffadors, a courier from Spain was hourly expeted to an- 4
nounce, that the fiege of Gibraltar was raifed, and the prizes reftored. But :é’:fr’:"“
the death of the king put a momentary {ufpenfion to thefe hopes. '

Philip received the preliminaries on the 1oth of June, and before he iffued Wavering
orders in conformity with his promifes, the news of that event arrived. g‘”‘.d“& of
The acceffion of the new fovereign had been announced by the Jacobites o
abroad, as likely to meet with numerous obftacles, and at all events, it
was fuppofed that the helm of government would not be direfted by fo
fteady a hand, when Townthend and Walpole were removed. Under
thefe impreffions, Philip, infpired with the "hopes of breaking the ftrit al.
liance between France and England, and of again engaging the Emperor
in his fupport, while he affected to agree to the terms accepted by his
embaflador, delayed, under various pretences, to raife the fiege of Gibral-
tar, and to reftore the Prince Frederick, a fhip belonging to the South Sea
company, which had been feized under the pretence of carrying on a con-
traband trade.

The Emperor juftified this condu&®, by declaring, that the king of

Spain was not obliged by the preliminaries to take thofe fteps; and by his
preparations, gave unequivocal figns of intentions hoftile to England.
The only method therefore of bringing Philip to reafon, was to attack his
ally in Germany, and to purfue fuch vigorous meafures as mmght deter
the court of Vienna from fupporting Spain by invading the electorate
and the United Provinces, the only parts in which the allies of Hanover
were vulnerable, and which the Englith would be bound in honour to de-
fend. This meafure was ftill more neceflary, becaufe the conventions made
by the Emperor with the electors and princes of the egpire, and the fub-
fidies which he was to pay with Spanifh money, in virtue of thofe conven-
tions, were not expired. The allies were, by the management of the courts
of Vienna and Madrid, in the fame ftate of uncertainty as’to peace or war,
as they were before the preliminaries were figned.

Among all thefe conventions made by the Emperor, none had a more Tmn? with
fatal tendéncy than that with Brunfwick Wolfenbuttel. The Emperor had Bruniwick.
already drawn the eleGors of Mentz, Cologne, Treves, and Bavaria, and
the. Ele¢tor Palatine, into his intereft. His near confanguinity to the prince
of Saxony, feemed to fecure to him, at leaft, the neutrzlity of that proteftant
ele¢tomate ; and he had found means to draw off the king of Pruffia, by the
promife of guarantying to him the fuccefioh of Berg and Ravenftein. In .caf'i
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of a rupture, he had fecured Mentz as a place of arms, which gave him the
command of Suabia, Iranconia, and the Rhine.

The Elelor of Mentz had already permitted him to put a garrifon into
Erfurt, which, by its fituation, made him in effet mafter of Upper Saxony :
but {till Lower Saxony, in which circle the dominions of Hanover are fitu-
ated, remained inacceffible, till he found means to make a treaty with the
duke of Biunfwick Wolfenbuttel, by which he was to grant that prince a
{ubfidy of £.z00,000 florins a year. In a fecret article of that treaty, it
was farther ftipulated, thar the conjuncture of affairs requiring it, clofer en-
gagements fhould be entered into betwecn them, as well for augmenting the
duke’s fubfidies and troops, as in relation to the town of Brunfwick. In
confequence of this convention, another fubfidiary treaty was opened be-
tween the court of Ruffia and the duke, under the influence and direction
of the Emperor. Had he been permitted to garrifon Brunfwick, not only a
fatal difuuion would have been produced between the branches of the
king's family, but the fitvation of that place would have enabled the Em-
peror to pour into the eleftorate his own troops, as well as the 30,000 men
which, by the treaty with Rufiia, were to have been introduced into the em-
pire, under pretence of recovering Slefwick for the duke of Holftein; the
greater part of Weftphalia would have been laid under contribution, even to
the frontiets of Holland ; and the kings of Denmark and Sweden would
have been kept in awe, by being forced to provide for the fafety of their own
pofleflions on the fide of Germany ;.

In this dangerous fituation of affairs, when the king’s German domiaions,
and through them the United Provinces, were threatened by the combined
arms of Auftria, Ruffia, and Pruffia, and when the poffeffion of Brunf-
wick, as a place of arms for the allies of Vienna, would have enabled the
Emperor to penetrate into Lower Saxony, and bring on a general war,
a trgaty was negotfited and concluded witli the duke of Brunfwick Wolfen-
butfel, which put an inftant check to the views of the Emperor, and to the
hopes of Spain. This treaty, negotiated between lord Townfhend.and count
Dehn, the confidential minifter of the duke of Brunfwick, was figned ar
Wolfenbuttel, on the 23d of November 1727. It fipulated a renewal of
the family compaét, according to the treaty of the *6th of May 1661, by
which Brunfwick was to be kept for the common fafety of the houfe of Lu-
nenburgh, and not delivered up to any other power; a mutual gusranty of
dominions ; mutual affiftance in cafe of attack ; a fubfidy of £, 235,000 a
year, during four yeass, to the duka of Brunfwick, who was to furnith atleaft
5,000 men, This treaty, if confidered in its general ¢ffgfts and tendency to
the ‘pacification of Germany, was a mafter-piece of palicy: it united the two
Pbranches of the houfe of Luncnburgh, who had been’ long at variance; and

by
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by preventing the progrefs of the Imperial arms, faved the eleftorate of Ha-
nover from hoftile inroads,

Thefe prudent and vigorous meafures had the effect for which they were
defighed. The Emperor was reduced to a flate of inaction ; and Spain, un-
able to maintain an unequal conteft with the allics of Hanover, {ub-
mitted with reluftance, and ratified the preliminaries of peace at the Pardo,
a royal palace near Madrid, in conformity to a declaration fettled between
Horace Walpole and cardinal Fleury, and made by count Rothembourg, the
French minifter in Spain. In confequence of this aét, the congrefs of
Soiffons was held, where the plenjpotentiaries of all the powers concerned in
the late troubles were affembled ; and although nothing material was tran{-
alted, yet the negotiations were managed, on the part of the Hanover allies,
in fuch a manner as to create a divifion between the courts of Vienna and
Madrid. The projeét of a provifional treaty, negohated between the Imperial,
Britifh, and French plenipotentiaries, had fo alarmed the king of Spain, and
created fo much uneafinefs in the queen, that they required from the Em-
peror a pofitive declaration on the fubjet of marrying the two archduchefles
to the two Infants of Spain, and his refufal to explain himfelf, excited
their refentment to fuch a degree, as to give England and France an op-
portunity of detaching them from the Emperor.

The breach being now made, a reconciliation {peedily took place between
the allies of Hanover and Spain. Philip facrificed the Emperor, as the Em-
peror, by declining to co-operate in the fiege of Gibraltar, had facrificed
him, figned the preliminaries at Pardo, and concluded, at Seville, the 29th
of November, with Great Britain and France, a treaty of peace, union, and
mutual defence. This treaty, befides the reftoration of peace, and the re-
newal of all {ormer treaties between Great Britain and Spain, ftipulated the
introducion of fix thoufand Spaniards, inftead of neutral troops, as fpecified
by the quadruple alliance, into Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, for {ecuring
to Don Carlos the eventual fucceffion to thofe duchies, in cafe the reign-
ing fovereigns thould die without iffue male ; and if the Emperor would not
acquiefce, forcible means were to be ufed for cﬁ'c&uatmg the introdu&ion.

In return for this fingle article granted to Spain, Great Britain obtained
immediate redrefs of fome grievances, the promife of redrefs in others, new
guaranties of all her poffeffions, and of all her rights of trade, and a tacit ex-
clisfion of sny claim to Gibraltar, upon which to be filent, sfter the cla-
morous demands tnisde by Spainy was the fame as 2 public renunciation *.

® The gontents of the of this chapter the Walpole and Stanhope paper:, and from
which d:mmfmign affatrs, have been prin-  the ftate of the negotiation, from June 1728 to

p ‘from the varous difpatches hf Juoe 1730, drawa up by Mr. Robfon, the
Wl.!polc and William Stanhope, in  minifter at Vienna, in the Gmnthm}tp;pmh
oug
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Although Walpole fuffered the negotiations to be oitentibly managed by
Townfhend, and feemed to take no part in the various tranfattions, yet he
watched with a jealous eye the progrefs of the bufinels. In the fecret cor-
refpondence which he conftantly held with his brother Horace, whofe opi-
nion had a great influence over Townfthend, he direfted all his advice and
views o the final eftablifhment of peace. He was on the one hand equally
ftudious not to offend the Emperor beyond hopes of recovery, who he well
knew, in cale of a reconciliation between France and Spain, could alone in
future prevent the aggrandifement of the houfe of Bourbon, and on the other
fide, was equally anxious to facilitate an accommodation with Spain, for the
fake of reftoring the Britifh commerce, which had received a deep blow from
the rupture with that country. The treaty of Seville, was indeed principally
owing to his interference or directions ; and Townfhend's repugnance to this
plan of pacification, was over-ruled by the prudence and difcretion of his
volleague. )

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-FOURTH:

1727—17209,

Debates in Parliament on a fuppofed Promife of George the Firfl to reffore Gi-
braltar to Spain.— Miftakes generally entertained on that Subjefi.—True State
of Falis.—Conduét of the Regent.—Of the King and Queen of Spain, and
#ts Confequences.

N the midft of thefe tranfa®ions, an outcry was raifed againft admi-

niftration, for having degraded the king, and difgraced the nation, by
breaking a promife made to Philip the Fifth, for the reftitution of Gibraltar,
which, it was urged,-bad induced that monarch to accede to the quadruple
alliance ; and therefore the war was unjuft on the part of England, be-
caufe he only claimed his right in virtue of that promife, and offered to
commence 2 negotiation for’ peace, when it was fulfilled. To thefe affer-
tions Walpole replied, that the promife having been given when he was
not i adminiftration, he was in no refpet anfwerable for, it ; ‘but that
if
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if # had ever Been made, he durft aver, that it was conditional, and rendered
void by the refufal of Spain to comply with the terms on which it was
founded, and that whenever the performance of that agreemcnt was men-
tioned to him, he always maintained that Gibraltar fhould not be granwed
without the confent of parliament *. When Sandys moved, * for ad-
dreﬂing the king to communicate to this houfe, copies of the declaration,
letter, or engagement, on which the king of Spain founded his peremptory
demand for the reftitution of that fortrefs,” he was feconded, and ftrenu-
oufly fupported by Sir William \iﬁrndham, Hungerford, and Pulteney, who
took natice of & letter written in 1721, to one of the Emperor’s plenipoten-
tiaries at Cambray, wherein a promife of ceding Gibraltar was exprefsly
mentioned ; but they were oppofed by Henry Pelham, Brodrick, Horace
Walpole, and Sir Robert Walpole, who faid, that the communication of the
declaratiom or letter was altogether impracticable and unprecedented ; the
private letters of princes being almoft as facred as their very perfons 4-.

But although this remark at that time impofed a refpetful filence on the
houfe of commons, yet the queftion was again revived i the upper houfe,
and the letter being produced, fome of the lords in oppofition moved the
refolution, “ That effeCtual care be taken, in the treaty then in agitation, that
the king of Spain do renounce all clains and pretenfions to Gibraltar and
Minorca, in plain and ftrong terms.” But the motion being overruled, ano-
ther was carried, * That the houfe relies upon the king for preferving the un-
doubted right to Gibraltar and Minorca.” This refolution being fent down
to the commons, lord Malpas propofed and carried an addref(s fora copy of the
letter to the king.of Spain; which being laid before the houfe, a warm de-
bate enfued. Many fevere refle@ions were levelled at thofe who advifed the
king to write fuch a letter, as implied, or at Jeaft was confidered by the
Spaniards as fignifying a pofitive promife of giving up Gibraltar, and was
thercfore the principal occafion of the king of Spain’s refentment, and of the
difficulties in promoting a pacification. To thefe infinuations, Walpole re-
plied as on the former occafion, and added, that the letter did not contain any
pofitive promife; and that: effeCtual care had been taken in’ the prefent ne-
gotiation to fecure the poffeffion of Gibraltar. But the party in oppofition
detlaring themfelves . diffatisfied with this explanation and anfwer, moved
an addition to the sefolution of the lords, that all pretenfions-en the part of

Spain to Gibraltar.and Minorca, fhould be {pecifically given up; but the.
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queftion being negatived by a large majority of 1356 woices, the refolution of
the lords was carried without a divifion, Thus ended this bufinefs in parlia~
ment, which had created o much ill-will, and occafioned {o many falfe re<
ports at the tune, and which has fince been mifreprefented by thofe who in-
culpate the munifter for breaking a promife which he never made, and for
violating the national honour, when, in fa&, he defended and fupported it.

Although the bufinefs was thus concluded in parliament, yet the affer-
tions of the minifter did not fatisfy oppofition, and as the affair was again
renewed in the Craft{man, and other periodical publications, with increafed
rancour and exaggerated invective, to which Walpole never condefcended to
make any reply, thefe inve&ives have been adopted by fubfequent hifto-
rians with ne lefs afperity, and have been confidered as authentic facts. Nor
15 this mifreprefentation confined to the authors of this country ; Many of the
French writers are totally miftaken in the account of this negotiation, in af-
ferting, that George the Firft promifed unconditionally to reftore Gibraltar.

Thus, particularly, Anquetil prefumes, that in the peace which Spain con-
¢luded with France and England in 1720, there was a fecret artigle by which
the king of England promijed 1o reftere Gibralar 1o Spain; and he grounds
this prefumption, not unfairly, on the two following paflages from the Me-
moirs of Villars. March 10, 1727 : The pope’s nuntio at Madrid, wrotc to
the nuncio in France, that the king of Spain offered to agree to the fufpen-
fion of the trade frdm Oftend, and at the fame time demanded Gibraltar,
wififting that the refistution of it had been promifed by the king of England. No-
vember 2z, 1727: Count Rothembourg, the French embaffador at Madrid,
welates, that the queen of Spain complained of the Englifh, and fpeaking of
Gibraltar, took out an original letter from the king's cabinet, in which George
the Fift promifed the reflitutian of Gibraltar *. As therefore the accounts
given of this tranfaction are in general erroneous, and as the inquiry itfelf
1¢ not yniatersfting, I fhall ftate a narrative of the negotiations relative to the
reftitution of Gibraltar, drawn from authentic documents.

In 1714, George the Firft, for the purpole of avoiding & rupture with
Spain, gave full powers to the regent, duke of Otleans, to offer the reftora-
tion of Gibraltar; the hofhilities which followed, annulled the promife, and
aftetwards the king of Spain acceded purely and fimply to the quadruple
alliance, withowt @fipulating the cefion. ‘Fhe regent, however, with a tiew
toingratiate himfelf with thie king of Spain, and to promote the double
marriage between the two infants and his two daughters, repeatedly renewed

L V-d. 2. P! 413, s“ ‘lb Bﬂﬁlﬂn’! mﬁwy, vol. O P- ..s‘l ]
e : the
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the offer it the name of George thc\Firﬁ and infpired Philip with the moft Chapter 34.
fanguine hopes of recovering fo important a fortrefs.” Thefe expettations 1247101739,
being urged by Philip with great warmth, and with little difcretion, obliged the g
king to declare that he did not corifider himf{elf as bound by his former condi-

tional promife. The regent being reproached by the queen of Spain with abreach

of his word, difpatched the count de Saneterre to England, to reprefent the
dangerand delicacy of hisfituation. He declared, that he confidered the king's

promife as full and pofitive,and that he would as foon confent tohis utter ruin,

as to the dithondur of failing in fo public an engagement. Thefe ftrong expref{-

fions from the regent, who had proved himfelf fo faithful an ally, and whofe
affiftance in difcovering and counteralting the fchemes of the Jacobites was fo
neceffary, perplexed the king, and induced him to ufe his utmoft endeavours

to gratify him and the king of Spain. With this view, earl Stanhope founded

the difpofition of the upper houfe, by infinuating an intention to obtain a bill,
empowering the king to difpofe of Gibraltar, for the advantage of the nation.

But this hint produced a violent ferflent. The public were roufed with
indignation on the fimple fufpicion, that at the clofe of a fuccefsful war, un-

yuftly begun by Spain, fo important a fortrefs fhould be ceded. General
murmurs were at the fame time excited by a report induftrioufly circulated by
oppofition, that the king had entered into a pofitive engagement for that
purpofe;; virulent pamiphlets were publifhed to alarm the people, and to
perfuade them rather to continue the war, than to give up Gibraltar. The,
minifters were compelled to yield to the torrent, and to adopt the prudent
réfolution of waving the mot:on, left it hould produce a contrary cffedt, by a

bill, which migh for ever tic * up the king’s hands. The interference of rance

in this affair, and the extreme :agerne{'s to obtain the reftitution, was of

great detriment. The alarm was indeed fo ftrong, that fufpicions were enter-

tained that the regent was mcditatmg the defertion of the alliance with Eng-

land, and made Gibraltar a pretext to juftify a change of fyftem. Thefe,
apprehenfions induced the king to fend earl Stanhope to Paris, with & view

of reprefenting the true fituation of affairs, and to ftate the unpoPulmt]' of

the medfure, and the impra@icability of carrying it ‘againf? the general fenfe

of the people. The letter which Stanhope conveyed from the king to the pgypch g,
regent on this occafioh, was firm, difcreet, and fatisfatory.  He acknow- 17z0.
ledged that he Had thade the offer of ceding Gibraltar, folely with a view

" Wil Starthope to Sir Lnke Schaub, Paris, March 28,1720, Hacdwicke Paper.
Rra2 of
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of preventing the rupture, and that Spain might have obtained it, had (he
then acceded to the propofed conditions. But it was now too late to revive
the demand, as the king of Spain had proved himfelf the aggreffor. It never
could be underflood that a voluntary offér of this nature, to prevent a war,
was binding as a preliminary of peace. He concluded by obferving, that he
had never given his confent, fince the rupture, to the renewal of the offer,
and had received no communication from the regent of any intention to
bring it forward®. The duke of Orleans was fully fatisfied with this repre-
fentation. He owned, that although he could not avoid continuing to prefs
for the reftitution which he had fo folemnly promifed in the king’s name,
vet that he would employ every indireé means in his power, to prevent its
being indifcreetly and improperly urged,and teftified his refolution to make
aeparate peace with Spain,

The king, however, heing {till inclined (v gratify the regent, if he could do
it without difobliging his fubjeéts, referred the objet of difpute to the con-

-grefs at Cambray, hoping that in the courfe of negotiations, the Spaniflh

plenipotentiaries might urge fuch motives and arguments in its favour, as
would influence the parliament and people 4. Under the fame impref-
fions, he made another effort. By his order, earl Stanhope wrote to fecre-
tary Craggs, to lay ‘before the lords juftices the advantages which would
refult from ceding Gibraltar for Florida, or the eaftern part.of St. Domingo,
and for certain commercial advantages. This propofal being laid before the
council, lord Townfthend at firft warmly oppofed, but finally agreed, if a
fuitable equivalent, particularly Florida, could be obtained. Accordingly,
the ceffion feemed ultimately determined, if it met with the approbation of
parlisment. But the obftinacy of the king of Spain, rendered this propofal
ineffectual. He declined yielding Florida -in exchange, and infifted on Gi-
braltar without giving any equivalent {. This claim on his part was fo
warmly, and repeatedly infifted on, as theindifpenfable requifite for acceding
to the terrus of pacification, that it was deemed a prodent art of policy not to
retard the conclufion of peace, by a pofitive demal. Philip having requefted,
as an oftenfible, vindication of the peace, which was reprobated in Spain
as highly difhonourable, a letter conveying a promife of reftoring Gibraltar,,
George the Firft complied, and expreffed himfelf with great difcretion on
this delicate fubje&. * 1 no longer balance (he obferved) to affure your

% The king ta the duke of Oclesns, Wal-  § Secretary Craggs to earl Sm:hnp, Ay
pele Papers. 2 and 26, 1730. Stanhope ﬂ.;
+ §ir Latke Schaoh to Orimaldo, Madrid, Stanhope to fecretsry Ci Hﬂmver Ofo-

Juse 1y, 1730, Hardwicke Papers. ber1, 1720. Hardwicke
majefty
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majefty of my readinefs to fatisfy you with regard to your demand, touch-
ing the reftitution of Gibraltar, upon the footing of am eguivalent, promifing
you to make ufe of the firft favourable opportunity to regulate (his article,
with confent of my parliament.” When the Britith minifter delivered this
letter, both the king and queen of Spain made {o many objetions, particu-
latly to the word equivalent, that at his fuggeftion the king confented to
write another letter, in which thofe words were omitted, under the full
conviction that the letter, even in that mutilated ftate, left the affair
entirely to the parliament, who might refufe to part with Gibraltar upon
any terms; or if they agreed to the ceffion, might equally infift upon an
cquivalent *.

This was the memorable letter 4, which was the caufc of fo much ob-
loquy. Philip confidered it as a pofitive promife, and his minifter in-
fited upon a pure and fimple reftitution, without any equivalent, The
king of England, on the contrary, afferted that the ceffion mutt folcly de-
pend on the confent of parliament, which would not be eafily obtained. In
the midft of thefe claims on one fide, and counter declarations on the other,
which agitated the plenipotentiaries during two years, the diffolution of the
marriage between Louis the Fifteenth and the Infanta, occafioned. the rup-
ture between France and Spain. Philip broke up the congrefs at Cambray
without having agreed to the preliminaries, and the queftion of Gibraltar re-
mained undecided. After ineffettually endeavouring to detach England from
France, and whilft he was fecretly preparing for a reconciliation with the
houfe of Auftria, he.renewed his claims, and accompanied them with bitter
reproaches, .

In the midft of thele altercations, Ripperda, having publicly declared at
Vienna that England would _be compelled to reftore Gibraltar, colonel
Stanhope was commanded to obtain an immediate acknowledgment from
Madrid, whether this declaration of ,Ripperda was made by order, or fimply
on his own authority {. Theking of Spain, and his firft minifter Grimaldo,
both replied, that Ripperda had furpaffed his orders, in faying that a rup-
ture with England would enfue, unlefs Gibraltar was reftored ; and Stan-
hope was defired (o acquaint his court with this declaration. Stanhope pre-

pared his difpatch, and the courier was on the point of taking his departure,,

* Difpatch from William Stanhope to lord
Carteret, Aranjuez, May 8g, 1731, Hard-
wicke Papers,

+ This letter'is printed in the Journals of
the loads and commons, in the Political State

of Europe, Hiftorical Regitter, Chandler, and
Tindal, with an omiffion of the words marked
in Ttalics. =

1 Letter from Colonel Stanhope to lords
Townlhend, July 144 1725,
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Perind 1V, when he received e letter from Grimaldo, informing him that the continua-
1727 to1730. tion of the friendfbip and commerce between England and Spain, would de-
e/

Tts coufes
guences,

pend on the fpeedy compliance with this demand. On inquiry, he found
that the caufe of this fudden change in opinion,,proceeded from the news
juft brought of the ratification of the treaty of Vienna. In fact, both the
king and queen of Spain were fo llitle acquainted with the conftitution and
temper of the Eaglifh nation, that they infifted on an émmediate reftitution
of Gibraltar as the only means of avoiding a rupture. Againit this extraor-
dinary demand, Stanhope remonftrated in an audience with the king and
queen of Spain; he declared, that they infifted upon an impoffibility, fince
what they required could not be cffected without confent of parliament;
whereas there was then no parliament affembled, nor could poffibly be af-
fembled, before the king's return to England in the fpring. % No,” faid the
queen, “ Let then the king your mafler return prefently into England, and call
a parliament exprefsly for this purpofe, it being no morc than what we might
expeét from his friendfhip for us; and I am affuredly and pofitively informed,
that the matter once fairly propofed, would not meet with one negative in
either houfe : let this (hort argument be once made ufe of; either give yp
Gibraltar, or your trade to the Indies and Spain, and the matter, I will an-
fwer for it, won't adinit of a moment’s debate *."”

The confequence of this infolent and peremptory demand being a refufal
on the part of England, Philip commenced the fiege of Gibraltar, and al-
ledged as an excufe for the aggreflion, the breach of promife on the fide of
George the Firft. 'When the defertion of the Emperor compelled him to ac-
cept the preliminaries of peace, he clogged the negotiation by renewing his
claims on Gibraltar, and furnifhed the oppofition in England with matter
of reproach to the minifter, whae juftified himfelf in parliament. The ob-
je&t of Philip was to bring the difputc before the congrefs of Soiffons ; that
of the Englifh plenipotentiarics was to- prevent it, The prudent manner
in which they fucceeded in that defign, does henour to their diplomatic
abilities ; and the treaty of Seville was, s T have already obferved, concluded
without any ftipulation or mention of Gibraltar.

o o Letier from W, Seimgoto lwd Townliead, ogeft, 1755.  Stsabope snd Rarrogon
wpers:
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CHAPTER THE THIRTY-FIFTH:
1728,

Rife, Difgrace, Imprifonment, Efcape, and Arrival of Ripperda in England.—
Reception and Conferences with the Minifiers— Diffatisfa&ion and Detarture.
— Enters into the Service of the Emperor of Morocco.

HE arrival of the duke of Ripperda in England, his clandeftine re-

ception, and temporary concealment under the proteftion of Townf{-
hend and Walpole, form a remarkable event in this year. The papers
committed to my infpection, contain feveral curious particulars of this ex-
traordinary man, who negotiated the treaty of Vienna, and who afterwards
betrayed the fecret articles to the court of London.

William, baron and duke of Ripperda, was defcended from a noble family
in the loidlhip of Groningen, one of the United Provinces; he received
a learned education, and acquired an intimate knowledge of the French,
Spanifh, and Latin languages. He ferved as colonel during the war of the
Spanifh fucceflion. In the midft of his military occupations, he applied
himfelf with indefatigable induftry to the ftudy of trade and manufactures ;
and being no lefs diftinguithed for his infinuating addrefs, was deputed,
foon after the peace of Utrecht, envoy to Madrid, for the purpofe of fettling
the complicated commercial difputes between Spam and the Dutch republic.
While he was labouring to adjuft that difficult bufinefs, contributed to
promote the conclufion of a commercial treaty between Spain and England,
for which fervice Townthend commends his good offices in terms of high ap-
probation *.

During his refidence at Madrid, hs ardent imagination, confummate ad-
drefs, and extreme facility in writing difpatches and drawing memonials in
various languages, recommended him to cardinal Alberoni, who employed
him in affairs of a moft fecret and delicate nature. The fervices whith he
performed, and the grateful acknowledgments of the minifter, infpired him
with the moft fanguine expeftation of obtaining a fplendid fituation ina
eountry where, fince the acceffion of a foreign king, aliens had been fre-
quently promoted to the highef? offices of government ; and as Albéroni
alledged as an excufe that hé could not be promoted on account of his reli-
gion, he made a public abjration, §nd was admitted into the Roman catho-
licchurch, He was then appoiated faperintendant of a cloth ma.nufa&ory,

* Townfhend Prpers.
e 1ecently
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Period IV.  recently eftablifhed, by his own fuggeftion, at Guadalaxara, and received the

1727101730 grant of 2 pepfion and an eflate. During this period of his life, he was pen-
fioned by thie Emperor, and feems to have received occafional prefents from
the Fnglith court. He was {o unprincipled, that he had even the affurance
to call upon the envoy Bubb, afterwards Doddingten, for 14,000 piftoles, in
the name of cardinal Alberoni, which he appropriated to his own ufe *, and
this tranfaction probably contributed to his removal. Having brought the
manufatory to a high degree of improvement, and enjoying frequent oppor-
tunities of converfing with the king and queen, he excited the jealoufy of
Alberoni, and was removed from the fuperintendance, Ripperda, however,
diffembled his refentment, while he ftill continued in public on terms of
amity with the prime mimfter, fecretly reprefented to Daubenton and Gri-
maldo, who were difgufied with Alberoni, many errors and inftances of mal-
adminiftration, which the confeflor laid beforer the king, and perfuaded him
to confult Grimaldo, through the channel of the poftmafter-gencral.

In the courfe of the difficult and complicated tranfactions in which Spain
was involved with the Emperor, France, and England, the opinion of Rip-
perda was alfo demanded. He accordingly drew up a report, in which he de-
clared, that the'king could never fucceed in lus defigns againft the Emperor,
wnlefs he could obftruct the operations of England. With this view, he re-
commended that the troops deftined to invade Sicily, fhould be landed, with
great {lores of arms and ammunition, on the coafts of Scotland or Ireland,
to affift in replacing the Pretender on the throne. If that event fhould
take.place, the prince weuld in gratitude reftore Gibraltar, Minorca, Ja-
maica, and all the American {ettlements wrefted from Spain by the Englifh,
and the Italian provinces would be eafily recovered. This advice, though
reje¢ted by the influence of Alberoni, who perfevered in the reduétion of
Sicily, made a deep impreffion on the king’s mind, and gave him a favour-
able opinion of Ripprida’s genius and fpirit, which was increafed, when
the repeated prediéiions of Ripperda, that the rafh and ili-concerted mea-~
fures of Alberoni would fail, were verified by the event. The difgrace
of the cardinal being the confequence of bis-ill fuccefs, the fuperinten-
dancy of the manufactures at Guadalaxara was reftored to' Ripperda, and
his influence over the king and queen was promoted by the firong recom-
mendations which the duchefs of Parma, at_the {uggeftiom of the Imperial
court, made in his favour, to her deughter the queen of Spain,and by the
orders given to marquis Scotsi, the minifter of Parma at Madid, to ferve a
# channel of communicatiombetween hith and the queen. Hence Ripperds
cbtained private audiences of the king and queen of Spain, in which he Jaid

# Btanhope's Difpatches; Hasrington Paper, Siao?
wn
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down plans for the improvement of trade, and the increale of the marine;
flattercd the queen with promoting the aggrandifement of her family, and
ftill more ingratiated himfelf in her favéur, by propofing the marriage of Don
Carlos with an archduchefs.

Dcpcndmg on her proteétion, he aimed at the miniftry of ftate, of the
marine and the Indies ; he had even difpofed the king to remove the mu-
nifters, when Scotti bcnayed the fecret to Daubenton and Grimaldo. Dau-
benton prevented the immediate appointment of Ripperda, by reprefenting
the danger and impropriety of entrufting the adminiftration te a new con-
vert ; and when the death of Daubenton, and the offer of a cardinal’s hat to
the new confeffor, father Bermudas, feemed likely to facilitate his elevation,
his expecations were annihilated by the abdication of Philip. During the fhort
reign of Louis, the quéen maintained the fame private correfpondence, and
foﬂowed his advice, in fendipng large fums of money and her jewels to Parma.

Soon after Philip’s refumption of the crown, when the cabinet of Madrid
formed a project of reconciliation with the Emperor, Ripperda was feleGed
as the fitteft perfon to carry that delicate negotiation into execution. He
was accordingly deputed to Vienna, with fecret inftruétions to make a peace
with the Emperor, to conclude a marriage between Don Ferdinand and the
fecond archduchefs, and to fecure, on the death of the Emperor without
ifiue male, the Italian provinces and the Netherlands to Spain, and the rever-
fion of Tufcany and Parma to Don Carlos. Before his departure, he de-
livered ih a proje& for preparing a fleet of 100 (hips, an army of 100,000
infantry, and 30,000 horfe. The expences he propofed to difcharge from thé
revenues of the Indies alone, by new modelling the trade to the fettlements,
and fecuring the profits, which were almoft totally abforbed by the Englifh
and «French nations, and the Spanith minifters. He alfo,undertook to fave
an annual fum of 10,000,000 crowns ; and obtained from the king a pro-
mife, that on his return from Vlenna, he thould be appointed prime mi-
nifter to carry his projeét into execytion,

Ripperda performed the objeé of his miffion with great addres. He de-
parted from Spain in the latter end of O&ober, and arrived at Vienna in
November, where he refided in the fuburbs, under the fictitious name of the
baron of Pfaflenberg. It does not appear that the Englith court had any no-
tice of his arrival from St. Saphorin, their agent at Vienaa, before the 18th
of February ; when he received intelligence from Petkum, minifter of the
duke of Holftein; that a Dutchman, the defcription of whofe perfon anfwered
to that of Rippenda, held long and fecret conterences with count Zinzendorf

3 This man was.foon dicovercd toge Ripperda; but all the in-
formation which St. Saphorin could procure concerning the object of his

"Vou. 1. S{ miffion,
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Period IV.  mifion, amoynted to no more than a corye&u::p, that 2 marriage between ax
IFTT Y750 grchduchefs and an infant of Spain, was the fubjec of their caufcre.nccs but
== whether with the prince of Afturias or Don Carlos, was a matter of whlch he

was wholly ignorant.

- Ripperda was anxious to finifh the objets of his miffion, that he rmght

retum ta Spain, and obtain thofe honours which awaited him ; but with a
yiew to render the queen of Spain more tractable, he changed his inflructions,
and propofed that the eldeft archduchefs (hould be given to her fon, Don
Carlos, and that Mademeifelle de Beau_polms, who had been affianced to
bim, fhould be transferred to the prince of Afturias. The queen inftantly
approved and promoted a plan fo congenial to her wifhes, by which the im-
perial dignjty, and the hereditary dominions of the houfe of Auftria, would
devolve on her iffue. Having thus fecured the queen of Spain, he gained
the court of Vienna, by affirming, that if he was placed at the helin of govern-
ment in Spain, a faving would be made of 50,000,000 crowns, out of which
five or fix millions fhould be anaually remitted to Vienna. He accordingly
received a verbal, if not amritten promife, from count Zinzendorf, 1n the name
of the Emperor, that tm:c}dcﬂ: archduchefs (hould be affianced to Don Carlos.
- 'While this bufinefs was in agjtation, the diffolution of the marriage between
the infanta and Louis the Fifteenth, and the refufal of England to accept the
fole mediation, excited the refentment of the king and queen of Spain to fuch
@ degree, that inftant orders were tran{mitted to Vienna, for concluding the
treaty on anyterms. Ripperda found no difficulty from the Emperor.

Under thefe aufpices, Ripperda concluded the treaty of, Vienna; the news
of which, on reaching Madrid, infpired the king and queen with the moft
extravagant joy, and the populace, delighted at their deliverance from Fsench
interference, thouted, “ Long live the auguft houfe of Auftria *.” Count
Konigfeck, deputed embaﬂidor to Madrid, was received with thc moft flat-
tering marks of cfteem and confideratijon, and foon acquired fuch an af-
cendancy, that he whelly governed the counfels of Spain.

The fecrecy ‘with which the whole negotiation was conduted,'was {o well
maintained, that the contents of the treaty, which was figned on the 21t of
May, were {carcely {ulpefted, until they were binted at by thad€mperor him-
{elf, who could mot contain his joy on the occafion, and then divulged by the
Imperial minifters, with a view to infirlt and intimidate the cabinet of Eng-

" land, The veil of fecrecy bring now remoeved, Ripperda camye forth in the
public charader uftmbu&dor from Spain. The fplendour of his houfe-
hold, the liberality of his deggtions, and the puncuality of his payments, at-
tn&edcﬁm and fetured popularity, He at the fame time difplayed the

* Count Staremberg to the Emperor, June 8, r72¢. ﬂarmgtou Papers.
natural
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Muml warmth and prefumption of his temper. He poured forth, in public
conipanies, the moft bitter ifvectives againft England, and made repeated
declarations, that a refufal to give up Gibualtar, or to guaranty the engage-
ments recently concerted between the two contrating powers, would be tol+
lowed by an immediate attempt to affift the Pretender.
- Ripperda quitted Vienna in the beginning of November. He paffed
throogh Italy, and taking fhip at Genoa, difembarked at Barcelona. - On
landing there, he gave to the officers of the garrifon, who crowded to pay
their refpects, an ample account of the tranfactions at Vienna, declaring that
the Emperor had 1 50,000 troops ready to march at an hour’s * warning, and
that as many more could be brought into the ficld in fix months. He fpoke
contemptuoufly of France, threatened the Hanoverian allies, if they fhould
prefume to oppole the defigns of the Emperor and Philip; declared that
France fhould be pillaged, that the king of Pruffia would be crufhed: in one
campaign, and that George the Firft would be deprived of his German terri-
tories by the Emperor, and of ‘his Britith dominions by the Pretender. At
the conclufion of thefe rodomontades, he continued his journey without
delay, and rode poft to Madrid, where he arrived on the 11th of December,
in the afternoon ; after a thort interview with his wife, he repaired to the palace
without changing his drefs, and went to the antichamber. Applying to the
lord in waiting for admiffion, he was informed that Grimaldo, the fccrl:tary
of flate, was with the king and queen of Spain, and that he could not be im-
mediately admitted. He exprefled, in terms of derifion, his impatience and
furprife that Grimaldo continued {o long, and on his coming out took no
notice of him, but defired the lord in waiting to announce his own arrival.

He 'was inftantly admitted, and received with the higheft miarks of kind-
nefs and fatisfattion 4. The conference was long ; and on the following day he
was nominated minifter and fecretary of flate, in the room of Grimaldo; -all
the other minifters, councils, and foreign embaffadors were ordered to tran{-
aft bufinefs with him; and without the name of prime minifter, he was
invefted with the fame uncontrouled authority as had been enjoyed by Albe«
roni. But_he poffefled more turbulence, felf-(ufficiency, and haughtinefs
than the cardinal, without his addrefs, refources, and incorruptible integrity,
and the Britith embaffador, who knew his chara®er well, obferved, that with-
out the’ fpirit -of prophecy “ One might forefee ten Mbcrom s in ti:ns Rip-
pcraa, as Scylla did ten Marius's in Julius Cafar.” .

It foon appcared that Ripperda poffefled neither addrefs or abﬂrtlcs fuﬁi-
cmnt to carry his glgmuc fchemes into execution ; and the king, irritated by

éhe difappointment of his' fanguine hopes, andingry at hmnng been the dupe -

*W. Sunhwe:olaxd'l‘ownﬂlmd. Devember 2. + Memoires de Montgon, tomme i. p. 307, 3o
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of ‘this i'upﬂrﬁcial pretender, repeatedly told the queen, that Ripperda wds

w2yt01730. a madman, and muft be removed.

b—v-—-‘

Swoln with vanity and prefumption, he fecmed, however, to defy all oppo-
fition. “ Iknow," he faid, * that the Spanifh minifters and nation are irritated

“againft me, but I laugh at thewr atterapts. The queen, to whom I have

rendured the moft effential fervices, will protect me.” And another time he
excluimed at a public levee, that he was fhielded by fix friends who would
defend him agaioft all intngues, God, the Blefled Virgin, the emperor and em-
prets, the king and queen of Spain *, Butalthough Ripperda owed his eleva-
tion to the union he had formed between the courts of Vienna and Madrid,
and appears, from this expreffion, to have perfetly under{tood, ‘that his con-
tinuance m power could only be fecured by fupporting that f'yﬂ:cm yek
fuch was his caprice or vanity, that {oon after his eftablifhment, he began to
deviate from the line of condud by wltich he had attained it. He rclaxed in
his atrentions to count Konigfeck, the imperial embafiudor, and was {ulpected
of endeavouring to form an union with thofe of Great Britain and Holland.
"This conduét rendered Konigfeck his enemy ; the incapacity of the minifter
became daily more apparent, and his vain-glorious boafting, prod uced nothing
but the contempt and derifion of the {tate[men of every nation.

Under thefe circumftances, Don Jofeph and Louis de Patinho, fecured the
protection of the queen, by the private recommendation of her confefior,
Don Domingo da Guerra, who reprefentcd them as perfons highly qualified to
dire¢t the helm of gavernment, and well inclined to {upport the plans of Rip-
perda as far as they related to the aggrandifement of Don Carlos. They alfo
gained the intereft of count Kenigfeck by offers of fupplying the imperial
court with the promifed fubfidies,  Both the queen and Konigfeck now fuf-
fered the king’s refentment againft Ripperda to break out; they no longer
counteracted the cabals of the Spanith minifters, nor concealed the clamours
of the nation againft an upftart, a conyert, and a forcsgner

Ripperda at length perceiving that he was detefted by the people, thwarted
by the Spanith minifters, oppofed by Konigfeck,. dc{‘prad by the king, and
declining in the favour of the queen, paid great court to the Britith and Dutch
embaffadors, and made the moft humble profeffions of refpect and duty to
the king of England. In the midft of thefe, continued apprebenfions:and
alarms, he was difmiffed from the fuperintendance of the finances, under
the pretence of delivering him from part of the burthen of government.

_ Forefeeing that this would be fpeedily followed by the lofs of all his em-

ployments, he requefted the king's permiffion to retirg from his fervice ;. but
this-demand ®as not complied with, and he continued to tranfa& bufinefs

* Memoires de Montgon, tome i. p. 310,
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till the 14th of May, when he received a letter from the marquis de la Paz,
that the king accepted his refignation, and conferred on him a penfion of
3,000 piftoles. The general fatisfattion which this event diffufed, and the
tumultuous acclamations of the populace, who aflembled in large bodies

- before his houfe, filled him with apprehenfions of being maffaered ; and
after writing a {ubmiffive letter to the king, he' took refuge in the hotel of
the Britith embaffador, who was with the court at Aranjuez.

On his return t6 Madrid, tlic evening of the1 5th, Stanhope had a difficult part
to act. It was of the greateft importance to obtain from Ripperda a commu-
nication of the fecrets of the Spanifh cabinet, and particularly an account of
the negotiations which had recently taken place, and were then tranfacting be-
tween the courts of Vienna and Madrid, and yet be careful not to offthd
the king of Spain, by appearing to countenance a difcarded mimfler, in op-
pofition to the will of thc fovereign in whole court hic refidedt.  The cau-
tien and prudence with which he conduéted himfelf on this delicate occafion,
reflets honour on his judgment, and contributed greatly to his future ele-
vation, He contrived to give protection to the ex-minifter, and to detain him
in his houfe, until he had extorted from him all the fecrets which Le was
willing or able to communicate.

Ripperda now betrayed to him the fecret articles of the treaty of Vienna,
and probably exaggerated the defigns of the Emperor and the king of Spain,
with a view to ingratiate himfelf with the king of England, and to exaf-
perate the nation againft thofe two monarche who had occafioned his difgrace.
He, who in the height of his power was {o giddy and prefumptuous, was now
become fo abjel, that in making his diltlolure, bis whole frame fhook with
agitation, he appearcd to be in the greateft agonics, and wept like a child.

For the purpofe of conveying the intelligence communicated by Ripperda,
which was of too much importance to be fent by the poft, or even to
be intrufted in a difpatch by a common courier, Keene, then conful gene-
ral, atterwards embaflador in Spain, was difpatched to England. After com-
municating in perfon, the fecret with which he was intrufted to the duke of
Newcaftle and the other minifters of ftate, he drew up, by order of the king,
a letter to the duke of Newcaftle, containing the fubftance of Ripperda’s
converfation, which is inferted in the correfpondence

After a negotiation of a few days, which patfed between the Spanith court
and the Britith ¢mbaffador, Ripperda was tahen by force from his houfe,
and transferred to the eaftle of Segovia, from whence he made his efcap.e,

after a confinement of fifteen months.

* Sec Period IV, Article Ripperda,
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The governor of the cafile and his wife, being both innnm, couw nox pay

1927101730, conftant attention to their prifoners, and the fervant maid ¥, being fediced

¥lis efcape,

Arrivesin
England.

by the duke, contrived his efcape, and effeted it with the affiftance of a
<orporal, who was one of the guards; while his faithful valet, with unex-
ampled attachment, remained in his apartment, and for fome time prevented
intrufion, by declaring that his mafter was indi{pofed 4. The duke had juft re-
covered from a fevere fit of the gout, and not without the greateft difficulty
defcended the ladder of ropes which was let down from the window of his
apartment, and repaired to the place where a mule and a guide waited for
him. Unable to continue riding he gave his mule to the guide, and hired a
carriage, but proceeded fo flowly that he emplayed five days in travelling
to a {mall village on the fronticrs of Portugal, where he remained until he
was joined by his two confidants. With them he arrived at Miranda de
Duero, the firft town in Portugal, and from thence centinued to Oporto,
whére he embarked for England, on board the Charity, under the name of
Don Manuel de Mendofa }.

The veflel was forced by contrary winds into Corke, and in the beginning
of Oétober, he landed at Comb martin, in Devonfhire, with the young wo-
man, the corporal, and a [ervant, and paffcd a few 'days at Exeter. Townf-
hend and Walpole, apprifed of his arrival and departure from Exeter, dif-
patched Corbiere, under fecretary of ftate, to meet him on the weftern road,
who gonveyed him in a coach and four to Eton, where he was lodged incog-
nito, in an.apartment belonging ro Dr. Bland, dean of Durham, and head
mafter of the {chool. There he was met by Townfhend, who received him
with the greateft marks of attention, with a view to obtain from him fuller
and more accurate information concerning the fecret articles of the treaty of
Vienna. After a refidence of a few days at Eton, he departed with the fame
fecrecy to London, where he arrived on the 13th. After continuing for
fome time incognito, he toak a large houfe.in Soho fquare, and a villa, and
lived in a magmificent ftyle, During his refidence in England, he maintained
an pccalional correfpondence with Walpole, and having made a rapid pro-
ficiency in the Englifh language, conceived the chimerical hope of filling
fome high department in admimftration. While the differences with Spain
were under difcuffion, and & pofikility of a rupture with that country con-
tinued, the minifters kept up an amicable intercourfe with Ripperda, which
probably fed his delufion, and inflamed his ambition. But when the con-

® Campbell, in his Memoirs of the Duyke J See letter from Keepe to the duke nf New-
of Ripperds, has convered the fervant makd  caftle, iiving dn account of Ripperda’s eftape.
into the dauzhter of a Caftilian nobleman, ==Coricfpatidence, Artele Rippeida, -*

and the sntiquated wile of the governor,into  § Moniores de¢ Moorgin, Polincal State
4 fprightly and beawtiful young woman, of Great Britaio.
6 clufign
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clufion of the treaty bf Seville, contrary to his views and remonftrances, ren-
dered his information no longer ufeful, he felt the pain of difappointed felf-
importance, and in thic year 1731, withdfew in difguft to Folland.
Animated by a fpirit of vengeance againft Spain, which he found he could
not fatisfy among the powers of Europe, he embarked for Barbary, at the in-
ftigation of the embaffador from Morocco, entered into the fervice of the
emperor Muley Abdallah, embraced the Mahometan religion, was created a
bafhaw, obtained the command of the armry and the office of prime minifter ;
afid gained tlte entire confidence of the emperor. After feveral fucceffes over
the Spaniards, and defeating a competitor for the throne of Morocco, in which
he gave figns of great courage and fkill, he was worfted near Ceuta, and pre-
ferved his Iife, by refigning his command. He deferted Muley Abdallah,
when dethroned by Muley Ali, and finally retired to Tetuan, where he lived
under the protection of the balhaw, and died in 1737, at a veryadvanced age *.
Cawthorn, in his poem on the Vanity of Human Enjoyments, has well de-
lineated the capricious and motley charater of Ripperda.
O paufe, left virtue every guard refign,
And the fad fate of Ripperda be thine.
This glorious wretch indulged at once to move
A nation’s wonder and a monarch’s love ;
Bleft with cach charm politer courts admire,
The grace to foften, and the foul to fire,
Forfook his native bogs with proud difdain,
And, though a Datchman, rofe the pride of Spain.
This hour the pageant wayes the Imperial rod,
All Philip’s empire trembling at his nod;
The next difgrac’d, he flies to Britain’s iffe,
And eourts the funfhine of 2 Walpole's fmile.
Unbhenrd, defpis'd, to{outhern climes he fteers,
And fhines again at Salf¢ and Algiers ;
Bids pale Morocco all his fchiemes adore,
And pours her thunder on th' Hefperian-fhore :
All hature’s ties, all virtue’s creeds belied, °
Each church #bandon’d, and each God denied ;
Without a friend his fepulchre to fhield,
His carcafe from the vultures of the field,
He dies, of all ambition's {ons the wortt.
By Aftic hated, and by Europe cerft.
» § ‘it pribcipe " i " i-
. ® This secount of Ripperda ie principally from * An Account nfmpr;l:, by two &

drawn from the difpatches of St Saphorin ot eilina abbetsy in the Wal PETs,
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CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SIXTH:
1730.

Sanguine Hopes of Oppofition that Walpole wwonld be removed.—T heir Efforts in
Parliament.— Debates on the Imperial Loan—on the Penfion Bill—on Dun-
kirk—and the Renewal of the Eaft India Company's Charter.—Arrangement
of the Miniftry on the Refignation of Lord Towmflend,—Charaflers of the
Duke of Neweaflle and Lord Harrington.

LTHOUGH the Tories had hitherto joined the difcontented Whigs
in their attacks againft the minifter, yet their coalition had never
been Lerty and fincere,  They formed a feparate body ; and as they did not
amount to lefs than one hundred and ten members, they confidered them-
flves, hoth from their {uperior numbers and weight as country gentlemen,
entitled rather to give than receive an impulfe from the other parts of the
minority. They did not therefore chufe to pay that regular attendance in
parliament, which a conftant and uniform wartare required fram all thofe who,
however differing in many points, were united in that of diftrefling the mi-
nifter. But in the feffion which opened in 1730, regular and fyftematic plan
was formed by Bolingbroke, and carried into execution by means of his addrefs
and aétivity. His connection with Pulteney, as the joint manager of the
Craft{man, gave him an influence over the Whigs; and his intimacy with
Sir William Wyndham, fecured to him the acquiefcence of the Tories. He
had perfuadcd the whole body, that notwithftanding the fignature of the
convention at Pardo, a peace with Spain fill met with) infupcrable difficulties.
That Philip had not relinquifhed his* demand of Gibraltar; that the Spamih
depredations would ftill continue to be committed with impuntity ; that
the Britifh commerce with Spaia would either be fulpended or annihilated.
Meafures were therefore concerted to call the minifters to account for their
fupmcnefs and puﬁl!ammzt The clamours. thus excited, extremely popular
ina nation jealous of its honour, and sagious to fecure its oommercul advzn-
tages, occafioned preat difcontents, s well mmongft the friends as the enemies
of the minifter.

- Although the conclufionof the treaty of Seville, which was highly fa-

Bolingbroke.  vourable to the commercial interefts of England, and honourable to ber na-

|
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tional glory, difconcerted oppofition, and overfet the fLhemes of Bolingbroke
in this particular, yet he was too able not to foim another plan of attack.
Having made a cdalition between the difcordant parties in the minority, and
appointed a general mufter in parliament, he ftill continued to animate the
mafs with freth fpirit. His labours were now turned to fow difcord among
the Hanoverian allies, to avail himfelf of a growing mifunderftanding which
had recently appeared between England and France, to encourage the Empe-
ror to perfift in his refufal to admit Spanifh garrifons into Parma and Tuf-
cany, and thus to counteract the execution of the treaty of Seville. " Under
his aufpices, and by his direction, the oppofition brought forwards many
queftions calculated to harrafs government, and to render themfelves po-
pular. The gxpectations formed by the difaffected were highly fanguine;
and a notion prevailed both at home and abroad *, that the fall of the mi-
nifter was unavoidable. Their hopes of fuccefs were founded on the dif-
union in the cabinet ; on the fuppofed averfion of the king to Walpole,
and on the difguft of the Whigs who adhered to Townfhend.

The firft trial of their ftrength was made on the queftion concerning the
Imperial loan. The Emperor, by the treaty of Seville, having been de-
prived of liberal remittances from Spain, attempted to borrow £. 400,000
in London. A bill was accordingly prefented, to the commons for prevent-
ing " loans to foreign powers, without licence from the King under his privy
feal. Had the miniftry permitted the loan, they would have been abund-
antly and defervedly reproached : Advocates, however, againft the prohibition
were not wanting. The hardthips of all reftraints, the difadvantage to us,
and the advantage to the Dutch, were {pecious pretences. Walpole took
an ac&ive fhare in combating the arguments of oppofition, and the queftion
was carried 4. A fufficient Juﬂ:lﬁcatmn of the meafure was, that the want of
money compelled the court of Vienna to fubmit to terms of accommodation.

The moft popular and plaufiblg meafure propofed by oppofition was,
the penfion bill, which was now *firft introduced, and which from this
period, became a never-failing topic of antiminifterial attack and of "mi-
nifterial defence. Sandys moved for leave to bring in a bill to difable 411
perfons from fitting in parliament, who had any penfion, or any offices
held in truft for them from the crown, directly or ‘indirectly; and for
the purpefe: of enforcing this exclufion, he propofed that every member,
on taking his feat, fhould fwear that he had not any penfion, directly

# Secret intelligeace from Paris:.  Walpole Papers. 4 Jouroals,
You. 1. Tt ar
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or indiretly, did not enjoy any gratuity or reward, or .hold any ottice
or place of truft; and that after having accepted the famc, he would
fignify it to the houfe within fourtcen days. Walpole, who knew the un-
popularity of the aiguments which could be urged againft the bill, and ap-
preciated the cffect of thofe which would be brought in its fayour, declined
taking g active part, againft it, notwithftanding the exprefs injunétions of
the k.ng *, who called it a villanous bill, and the difguft of T'ownfhend,

wlo was unwilling that the odium of its rejection fhould be caft upon the
noufe of lords. He does not {eem to have {poken in the debate, or to have
exerted his ufual influence ; for while moft of the queftions fupported or op-
pofed by government, were pafled or thrown out by a majority of more than
two to one, the bill was carried by 144 againft 134+4. It was nega-
tived by the houle of lords after a long debate §, and a proteft entered by
twenty-fix peers. A fimilar fate attended it the next feffion; and during
his whole n.dmuuﬂrntmn, Sir Robcil Walpole never made any ftrong
oppofition to it, but left it to he rejefted by the upper houfe. It
vwas now the generally received opinion, and not without foundation,
that the minifter fuffered the penfion bill to pafs the houfe of com-
mons, becaufe he knew that it would be thrown out by the peers. Sandys
therefore, in the fubfequent Seffion, brought forward a motion for appaint-
ing a committee, to inquire whether any members had, diretly or indirectly,
any penfions, or any offices from the crown held in truft for them, in part,
or in the whole. Walpole ventured to oppofe it; he called it a mo-
tion for erefting the houfe into a court of inquifition, and urged, that it
juftified the treatment which the bill had met with in the upper boufe. He
declared that the a&, if pafled, could not anfwer the end for which it was
propofed, unlefs the houfe fhould affume to itfelf a power unknown to the
conftitution, namely, a power of compelling every member that was fuf-
pected, to accufe himfelf, not of any thing criminal, for it could not be
criminal to take cither place or penfion om the crown, and in confequence
of that conftruétion, to difpoffefs half the counties and boroughs in England
of their reprefentatives. The arguments and influence of the minifter pre-
vailed, and the bill was thrown out, by 206 againft 143§. Yet fuch was the
unpopularity of the rejc&ibn, that many members, fulpeted of having pen-
fions or places held in truft, voted far it, left their oppofition might difoblige
their conftituents.

® Note from the king'to lord Towfhend. Correlpondence,
+ Jowmals Tindal 4 Lond's Debatcs. Tindal $ Journah,

The
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The fipulation to deftroy the harbour of Dunkirk, made at the peace of Chapter 36.
Utrecht, and renewed in the treaty with France of 1717, had never been 1739.
fully complied' with. The French cabinet, always anxious to retain the YT T
ufe ofa harbour, which, in cafe of a war with Great Britain, was fituated of Dunkik,
fo advantageoufly for the annoyance of our trade, continued clandeftinely to
prevent the demolition of the works. Frequent remonftrances were made
by the Englith government, and promifes extorted from the French cabinet,
that the treaty fhould be carried into effect: but the inhabitants, either
by the fuggeftion or connivance of the French government, kept the har-
bour and works in a {tate of repair,

This was 4 fubjeft which gave great uneafinefs to the minifter, and on
which he frequently expatiated in his letters to his brother, and even re-
proached him for negleéting to enforce the demolition, It was a point, how-
ever, of fo much dclicacy, that cardinal Fleury, though he conftantly avowed
his readinef¥ to acoede to the demands of the Britith minifter, yet always
eluded them, probably not daring to irritate the people of France by the
enforcement of {o difagreeable a command. The delays on this fubje
afforded to oppofition a ground for infinuating that the miniftry were in con-
nivance with the court of France, to fantion the rcpairs of that harbour.
Bolingbroke was well aware that nothing would more exafperate the public
mind, than the perfuafion that the French were employed in the reparation
of that harbour ; and if that fact could be proved, that the f{ufpicion of
conniving at it would fall upon the miniftry : he was no lefs convinced, that
it would weaken the credit of the minifter abroad, if he could prove that
France did not fulfil its engagements, and that a mifunderftanding had arifen
between the two kingdoms. To obtain evidence in fupport of thefe points,
he fent his fecretary, Brinfden, to infpe& the ftate of the works at Dun-
kirk.

On the imperfe¢t and exaggerated report of this agent, was founded a
motion for an addrefs, that * the king fhould direét that all orders, in-
ftrutions, reports, and proceedings, had in regard to the port and harbour
of Dunkirk, fince its demolition, be laid before the houfe.” The king
having agreed to this addrefs, the neceffary documents were produced,
which being read, and witneffes examined, Sir Willlam Wyndham moved,

“that in what had been done relating to the harbour of Dunkirk, there was
a manifeft violation of the treaties between the two crowns. But before he
was {econded, the other fide made a motion for an addrefs of thanks to the
king, * for his attention to the interefts of the nation, in caufing a proper
epplication to be made to the court of France, not only for putting a ftop

Tt 2 to
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to the works carrying on, but for demolifbing fuch as had been made by
the inhabitants of Dunkirk, for repairing the port and channel there; and
to exprefs their fatisfaction in the good effeéts which his majefty’s inftances
had had, by obtaining exprefs orders from the moft Chriftian king, for cauf-
ing to be deftroyed all the works that might have been erected at Dunkirk,
contrary to the treaties of Utrecht and the Hague; and their reliance
upon their being punctually executed ; and further to declare their {atis-
fa&ion in the firm union and mutual fidelity, which fo happily fubfifted
and were {o ftrictly preferved between the two nations *.”

This unexpefted motion, which prevented the difcuffion of that propofed
by Sir William Wyndham, occafioned a long and warm debate, in which
Walpole feems to have particularly diftinguifhed himfelf. The great obje&t
of oppofition was to draw over the Whigs, who ufually fupported govern-
ment, and had lately wavered, under the plaufible notion that the conduét
of the minifter had been in this inftance contradi¢tory to the principles and
interefls of their party. The ohjeét of the minifter was te prove to the
Whigs, that their principles and interefts were no ways affected by this con-
troyerfy, and that it was fimply a Tory queftion. With great art he in-
troduced a perfonal application, and made a moft vigorous attack on Bo-
lingbroke, who was particularly obnoxious to the Whigs, at whofe infti-
gation he infinuated this inquiry was made, and whofe character and (pirit
of oppofition he drew in the moft unfavourable colours. Sir William
Wyndham, provoked by the Philippic againft his friend, defended him with
uncommon energy, and drew a comparifon between him and Walpole, in
which he attempted to fhew that Bolingbroke was by no means inferior in
honefty and integrity to the minifter. This comparifon called up Henry
Pelham, who ably feconded the attack againft Bolingbroke, and excited
fuch a general indignation among the Whigs, that the addre(s was carried
by 274 againft 149 4. The lofs of this queflion by fo large 2 majority, which
the oppofition expefted to have camied trrumphantly, increafed the popu-
larity of the minifter,and his credit abroad ; and Horace Walpole, who took
2 confiderable fhare in the debate, obferves in a letter to Poyntz, this was
the greateft day, both with refpet to the thing itfelf, and the confequences,
that had ever occurred within his memory, for the king and miniftry, and
muft prove a thunder-bolt to théir adverfaries in £ngland, as well as sbroad,
as it contradiéted the affertions of oppofition, that the king and the Whigs
were diflatisfied with his brother’s adminiftration |.

® Tindal, vol. a0, p. 71. Stephen Poyntz. March ad, 1730. Corre-
+ See Journals. fpondence.
1 Horace Walpole to lord Harrington and

Anothes
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Another objett of great national intereft, brought forward by oppofi-
tion, was to prevent the renewal of the charter of the Eaft India company,
which was near its expiration, and to form another incorporated focicty
without the exclufive privileges, which (hould grant licences, upon certain
conditions, to all perfons inclined to trade to the Eaft Indies. The leading
men in the minority, forefeeing that the company would apply to the legifla-
ture for the renewal of their charter, had fecretly prevailed on many refpec-
table merchants in the city to engage in the {cheme. It had a popular ten-
dency, from the general averfion which is always entertained againft mono-
polies and exclufive privileges, by thofe who derive no immediate (hare from
the emoluments; and was ftill farther recommended by the plaufible pre-
tence of eafing the public burthens, by obtaining a large fum of money from
the new incorporated fociety.

Having obtained information of their views, thie minifter laboured to
counteract them. He was convinced that the trade could only be earried
on by an exclufive company. The perfons who were to form the new fo-
ciety, were wholly unacquainted with the fecrets of the bufinefs, and unlefs
the company could be induced to communicate information, and to part
with its forts and fettlements in the country, the trade might be reduced or
annihilated. Having concerted his plan with a few of the diretors, in whom.
he placed implicit confidence, and aware that the chief hopes of fuccefs con-
caved by oppofition, were founded on the popular ground of obtaining
fums of money for the ufe of the public, he anticipated their views, by in-
finuating to the houfe, that a part of his ways and means would be derived
from the Eaft India company. This unexpected turn furprifed the mino-
rity, and wholly difconcerted their plan before it was brought to maturity.
They had however proceeded fo far in opening private fubfcriptions, and
making engagements, that they could not recede®. A petition was therefore
prefented to the houfe by feveral merchants, traders, and others, offering to
advance £. 3,200,000 at five payménts, before the 25th of May 1733, at
an intereft of 5 per cent. to redcem the fund and trade of the Eaft India
company, provided the lenders might be incorporated and vefted with their
whole trade, yet {o as not to trade with their joint ftock, or in a corporate
capacity, but the trade be open to all his majefty’s fubjefts, upon licence
from fuch propofed new‘company, defiring the fame, on proper ferms and
conditions; and provided the trade be exercifed to and from the port of

# Morace Walpole to lord Harrington, Marcha, Correfpondence,
London
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1.ondén only ; and be fubjeét to redemptiont at any time upon three years
notice, after a term of thirty-one years, and repayment of the principal.

After a long debate, the petition was rejected by a majority of 225 againit
7138 *

SThc oppofition, however, were not intimidated by the rejeflion of this
propofal.  They had been taken unawares, and compelled, by the addrefs of
the mimfter, to bring it forward before it had been f{ully digefled. They
1cfoived thercfore to introduce the bufinefs again, and employed the in-
iervening time in publifhing anonymous letters, effays in periodical papers,
and pamphlets, againft exclufive companies in general, and particularly
againft the Eaft India company. All the arguments 4 which had ever been
advanced again{t monopolics in this and other mercantile companies, were
retatled on this occafion, and all the benefits which were {fuppofed to refult
from a frec trade, were magnified with great art and fubtilty. The mi-
nifters and the Faft India company were not on their part filent ; they like-
wifc defended, with no lefs fkill, the advantages of an united company,
vefted with exclufive privileges, and bound by peculiar regulations, under
the controul of the legiflature, The petition was again prefented to the
houfe of comimons, on the gth of April, and rejected without a divifion.
While it was depending, the minifter brought in his bill, which prolonged
the charter to 1766, on the condition of paying £. 200,000 towards the {up-
ply of the year, and of reducing the intereft of the money advanced to the
public, from £. 160,000 to £, 120,000, or one per cent. by which bargain,
the nation was benefited to the amount of at leaft a million,

- An aét which pafled this {effions, though trifling in itfelf, yet muft not be
omitted, as it formed part of thofe commercial regulations which the mi-
nifter was endeavouring gradually to introduce, by taking off feveral re-
ftraints that fhackled foreign commerce, It feems to have been the firft de-
viation from a general principle which had been eftablifhed by the European
nations who had deminions in America, to maintain an exclufive intercourfe
between the mother country and the colonies. The narsow fpirit of this
impolitic reftriction, from which incredible advantages were fuppofed to
refult, but which in reality was produive~ of great inconveniencies, did
not efcgpe the notice of the minifter ; and he fuffered an exception to be

Is. who has treated the queftion with t judg-
.@% will find tbenr¥umcau.pll: ment, Vol. 3. p, 1?;“6-—:63- sl
andcon.ln on‘sl-hftewy
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made of rice, as a perifhable commodity, An a& accordingly was pafed,
for granting liberty to carry rice from Carolina direétly to any part of
Europe, fouth of Cape Finifterre, in Britifh bottoms, navigated by Biitith
failors ®, _In confequence of this beneficial act, tic plantations of rice were
confiderably increafed in the province of Carolina: The good effeéts of
this regulation induced the minifter afterwards to extend the privilege to
the colony of Georgia. And it is the obfervation of an eminent commer-
cial writer, * that the confequence of both thefe well-judged laws has been,
“ that the rice of the Amcrican plantations has been preferred to the rice of
€ Verona and Egypt, which had before a general fale+4.”

The oppofition moved in the courfe of the feffion for various papers, re-
lating to forcign affairs. | Of thofc they obtained, hittle ufe fecems to have
been made, except to furnifh matter to the writers of pamphlets and eflays
in periodical papers. Thefc publications now aflumed fuch an air of vio-
lence and audacity, as feems to have alarmed the minifler, perhaps too
much, for it induced him to make it one of the topics of animadverfion in
the {peech from the throne which terminated the fcffion. J

The fame day on which the houfe was prorogued, Townfhend refigned.
Lord Harrington was appointed fecretary of ftate, Henry Pelham fecretary
at war, and the privy feal was given to the earl of Wilmington, on whofe
affiflance oppofition had relied with the moft perfect fecunity. In a few
months after, he was created lord prefident of the councail, which high office
he held till the removal of Sir Robert Walpole.

The charge of foreign affairs now oftenfibly devolved on the duke of New-
caftle and lord Harrington, whofe characters form a remarkable contraft,
though they aéted together with the utmoft cordiality.

Thomas Petham Holles, duke of Newcaftle, was fon of Thomas lord
Pelham, by Grace, fifter of John Holles, duke of Newcaftle, He was born
in Auguft 1693-4, and on the death of his father, in 1712, fuccceded to
the barony of Pelham : he inherited aslarge part of the great eftate of his
uncle, who had no iffue male, and took the name of Holles. Being of a
great Whig family, he ftrenuoufly promoted the fucceffion of the line of
Brunfwick. Soon after the acceffion of George the Firft, he was created
earl of Clare, and in 1715, duke of Newcaftle. He fupported the admini-
ftration of his brother-in-law § lord Townfhend; but on the fchifm of the

* Tindal, vok 20. p. 46 hend was Elizabeth, daughter of lord Pelham

+ Anderfon’s Ongm*of Commerce, vol. 3. b{ his firflt wife, Elizabeth, daughter and heir

p- 164. of Sir William Jores, attorney general to
$ The firlt wife of Charles vifcount Townl~ Charles the Srcond. -
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lW'hig adminiftration in 1717, he attached himfelf to Sunderland, by whofe
influence he was appointed lord chamberlain of the houfhold, and invefted
with the order of the garter.  On the coalition which took place in 1720, be-
tween Sunderland and Townfhend, he joined his former friend. During-the
ftruggle in the cabinet between Townfhend and Walpole on one fide, and
Carteret and Cadogan on the other, he uniformly attached himfelf to the
brother minifters. His devotion to their caufe was {o warm, and his confe-
quence as one of the great Whig leaders {o highly appreciated, that he was
folely admitred into the moft intimate confidence, and entrufted with the
moft {ecret tran{actions, In their private correfpondence, they invariably ftyle
him their good friend : Townfhend repeatedly defires Walpole to give in-
formation to the duke. In one place he exprefsly fays,  When I defire
you to communicate this to no one, I always except the duke of New-
caftle ,” and Walpole no lefs frequently affures his correlpondent, that he
has no referve for their 'common friend. When it became ncceffary to re-
move Carteret from the office of fecretary of ftate, Newcaltle was felefled as
the fitteft perfon to fill that ftation, which in confequence of the alliance
with France, was a poft of the higheft delicacy and importance.

Newcaftle was thirty years of age when he was raifed to this office, and as
Le fucceeded Carteret, whofe knowledge of foreign affairs, and talents for
bufinefs were duly appreciated, his appointment to {o important a truft
was contemptuoufly {poken of, and the new fecretary was confidcred as not
capable of fully difcharging the duties of his office. His outward appear-
ance and manners, feemed to juftify this obfervation. He was trifling and
embarraflfed in converfation, always eager and in a hurry to tranfaét bufinefs,
yet without due method. He was unbounded in flattery tothofe above him,
or whofe intereft he was defirous to conciliate, and highly gratified with the
grofeft adulation to himfelf. The facility with which he made and broke
his promifes, became almoft proverbual, He was not fufficiently confiderate
to his fecretanies and fubordinate clerks, exaéting from them a large facrifice
of time and labour 3 and to his immedjate dependants he was fretful and ca-
pricious.

With thefe unfavourable appearances, he gave few fymptoms of the
talents which he undoubtedly poffefled. In fa®, he had much better abi-
lities than are ufually attribyted to him. He had a quick comprehenfion ;
he was an ufeful and frequent debater in the houfe of peers; had an anfwer
ready on all occafions, and fpoke with great animation, though with little
arrafigement, and without grace or dignity. He wrote with uncommon

facility,



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 3%9

facility, 'and with fuch fluency of words, that no one ever ufed a greater Chapter 36.
variety of expreffions ; and it is a remarkable circumftance, that in his moft 1730
confidential letters, written with fuch expedition as to be almoft iliegible,
there is {carcely a fingle erafure or alteration.

His temper was peevith and fretful, and he was always jealous of thofc
with whom he aéted. Of this jealoufy, Townfhend occafionally complained
i his private correfpondence with Horace Walpole, and in one inftance, he
particularly obferves, * This was my view in fending a projet mitoyen, but
my dear friend the duke looks upon the thoughts of any body clfe as re-
fleCtions upon his own; and inftead of confidering the ufe that may be madc
of what is fuggefted by another, looks upon it as a perfonal thing, and
runs out into a long juftification of his own performances, which nobody
tinds fault with *.” Sir Robert Walpole alfo repeatedly infinuated to
his correfpondents, not to omit writing confidentially to Newcaftle,
and exhorted them rather to negle@t him tham the duke, who would be
. grievoufly offended by the {malleft omiffion. This jealoufy, fupprefled in
fome meafure during his fubordinate fituation under lord Townthend, and
for fome time after his refignation, increafed as he advanced in years, was
highly troublefome to the minifter of the houfe of commons, and created
fo much difguft, as to occafion frequent altercations.

George the Second had conceived a very early and violent antipathy to the
duke of Newcaftle, which was augmented by the difcordancy of their tem-
pers and habits, particularly by his deficiency in method and exaétnefs,
which the king confidered as effential chara@eriftics of a minifter. The repre-
fentations of Walpole, on the neceffity of conciliating a man fo powerful
from family and party conneétions, had induced the king to moderate or
conceal his_repugnance ; but his diflike broke out occafionally into bitter
expreffions of contempt and averfion. ‘In one of thefe difcontented moods,
lie faid to a confidential pcrfgn, “ You fec that I am compelled to take the
duke of Newcaftle to be my minifter, who is not fit'to be chamberlain in
the {malleft court of Germany.”

With thefe habits, and this difpofition, and under the neceffity of ftrug-
gling againft the deep-rooted averfion of George the Second, it is a matter of
furprife that he fo long retained his power ; for if we reckon from his firft pro-
motion to the poft of lord chamberlain, to his refignation at the commence-
ment of the reignyof George the Third, he continued to fill a highfituation at
court for a period, of fix and forty years, This long continvance in office

® Walpole Papers,
Vor. L Uu was
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was owing to his fituation as the chief leader of the Whigs, to his princely
fortune and profufion of expence, to the high integrity and difintereftedncts
of his chara&er, and to the uniform fupport which he gave to the houfe of
Brunfwick.

As a fubordinate minifter, afling under fuperior influence, lis zeal and
altivity were highly ufeful ; and lis want of order and warmth of temper,
were counteradted and modified by the method and prudence of Walpole.
But when he was placed at the head of affairs, he becamie diftracted * with
the multiplicity of bufinefs, yet uawilling to divide it with others.  Weak-
ncls of counfels, fluGuation of opinion, and deficiency of {pirit, maiked his ad-
miniftration during an inglorious period of fixtecn years, from which Eng-
land did not recover, until the mediocrity of his minifterial talents, and the
indecifion of his character, were controuled by the afcendency of Pitt.

His colleasrve in office, William Stanhope, (defcendud hom Sir John Stan-
hope, brother of Philip the firfl earl of Chefterficld) was third fon of Johin
Stanbope of Ltvafton, in Neibythue, and after recciving a learned educa-
tion, he entered into the profefhon of artms; ferved in Spain under lis Kinf-
man James, afterwards earl Stanhope, and after feveral promotions, obtained,
in 1715, a recgiment of horfe. He was chofen in the firft parhament of the
reign of George the Firft, for the town of Derby ; and in 1917, appointed
envoy extraordinary and plenipotentiary to the king of Spain. On the rup-
ture which broke out betwecn Spain and England in 1718, he was named
envoy and plenipotentiary to the court of Turin, tn May 1721 he ferved as
a volunteer in the French army commanded by marfhal Berwick, which laid
fiege to Fontarabia. During this war, he concerted a plan for the deftru&ion
of three Spanith fhips of the line, and a great quantity of naval ftores, in the
port of St. Andcro, in the Bay of Bifcay; an Englith {quadron effuéed that
enterprize ; he himfelf contributed to the execution, by accompanying a
detachment of troops, which Berwick fcnt at_his folicitation, and was the
firft that leaped into the water when the boats approa.ched the fhore +.

On the peace with Spain, he was conftituted brigadier general, and return-
ed to Madrid in the fame charaéter as before. During his refidence at
that court, he was witnels to many extraordinary events, which he has ably
detailed in his difpatches. The abdication of Philip the Fifth, the fucmf-
fion and death of Louis, the refumption of the crown by Philip, the return
of the Spanifh infanta, the feparation of Spain from France, and union with

* Lord Harvey, in a letter e Horace Wal-  fame hurg and agitatisn, 48 if he did every

pole, %id of him, ** that he did nothing in the  thing.” Correfpondence, Feriod V.
¥ Colling's Peerage.

the
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the houfe of Auftria, and the rife and fall of Ripperda. He manifefted
great firmnefs and difcretion when that minifter was forcibly taken from his
houfe ; and his conduét on this occafion, principally imprefled the king and
the minifters with a deep‘fenfe of his diplomatic talents, and contributed to
his future elevation,

On the rupture with Spain, which commenced with the fiege of Gibraltar,
he returned to England, and was appointed vice chamberlain to the king,
and foon afterwards nominated, in conjunétion with Horace Walpole and
Stephen Poyntz, plenipotentiary at the congrefs-of Soiffons.

He had now two great objeéts in view, a peerage, and the office of fecre-
tary of ftate. But he had to ftruggle as well againft the ill-will of the king,
who was highly difpleafed with his brother Charles Stanhope, as againft the
prejudices of Sir Robert Walpole, who, deeply imprefled with a recolletion

of the conduét of earl Stanhope at Hanover, had taken an averfion to the

very name. It required all the influence of the duke of Newcaftle, and the

.friendhip of Horace Walpole, to furmount thefe obftruétions ; which were
not removed until he had gained an acceffion to his diplomatic character,
by repairing to Spain, and concluding the treaty of Seville. His merits in
that delicate negotiation, extorted the peerage from the king; and on the
refignation’of lord Townfhend, he was nominated fecretary of ftate. In that
office, his knowledge of foreign affairs, his application to bufinefs, his at-
tention to diplomatic forms, the {olemnity of his deportment, the precifion
of his difpatches, and his propenfity to the adoption of vigorous mealures
againft France, on the death of Auguflus the Second, rendered him highly
acceptable to the king.  Having offended queen Caroline, by affecting to fet
up an intere@ independent of her, he would bave been removed, had not his
prudence and caution again cenciliated lrer favour.

He never cordially coalefced with Sir Robert Walpole ; and although he
almoft uniformly acted in tubfervignee to his views, he looked up to the duke
of Newcaftle as his pation and friend, and gave many inftances in which he
facrificed his own interefls, even in oppofition to the commands of the king,
to gratitude and friendthip, He was a man of {trong fenfe and moderation ;
of high honour and difinterefted integrity ; and fo tehacious of his word,
that Philip of Spain faid of him, * Stanhope is the only foreign minifter who
never decdfived me,” He was of a mild and even temper, and had contraéted,
by long habit, fo much patience and phlegm, that he Wwas characterifed by
~ the Portuguefe minifter, Don Arevedo *, as “ nor being arciflomed to fmrerrupt

* Orford Papers.
Uuz thofe
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thofe who [poke to kim.'" A contemporafy hiftorian * has alfo farther de«
fcribed him as one whofe moderation, good fenfe, and integrity, were fuch, ilas
he was not confidered as a party man, and had few or no perfonal enemies,
Although he ncver fpoke in the houfc of peers, yet he was highly ufeful in
recommending to the cabinet the molt prudent method of attack or defence,
and in fuggefling hints to thofe who were endowed with the gift of the
tonguc.

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-SEVENTH:
1730.

O:igin and Progrefs of the Difagreement between Townflend and 7} alpole.—Re-
Jignation—Retreat, and Death of Townfhend.

HE treaty of Seville was the concluding act of Townfhend's admi-

niftration ; it was figned on the gth of November 1729, and on the
16th of May he retired in difguft from the office of fecretary of ftate. His re-
fignation was owing to a difagicement with his brother in law and co-adjutor,
Sir Robert Walpole, which had long fubfifted. It had been occafionally
compromifed by the interference of common friends, but finally broke into a
rupture, which rendered the continuance of both in officc incompatible.

The caufes of this mifunderftanding weye various, and originated from the
difference of their tempers, from difagreement on fubjects of domeftic and
foreign politics, from political and private jealoufy.

Townthend was frank, impetuous, and overbearing; long accuftomed to
diftate in the cabinet, and fond of recommending vielent meafures, Wal.
pole was mild, infimuating, pliant, and good-tempered ; defircus of conci-
m by lenicat methods, but prepared to employ vigour whcn‘igour. was

ary.
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The rough and impetuous manners of Town(hend, began to alienate the Chapter 37,

king, and difguft the queen. All the members of the cabinet were no lefs
diffatisfied with him. Newcaftle, in particular, was anxious to rcmove a
minifter, who abfolutely directed all forvign affairs, and who rendered him a
mere cypher. He wilbed to procure the appointment of lord Harrington,
who already owed his peerage to him, and who, he flattered himfelf, would
a& in fubfervience to his dilates.

To thefe public caufes of mifunderflanding, derived from a defire of pre-
eminence, 4 private motive was unfortunately added. The family of Town{-
lend had long been the moft confpicuous, and accuftomed to take the lead,
as the only one then diftinguifhed by a peerage, 1n the county of Norfolk ;
the Walpoles were fubordinate both in eftate and confequence, and Houghton
was far inferior in {plendour to Rainhain *.  But circumftances were much
altered. Sir Robert Walpole was at the head of the treafury, a peerage had
been conferred on his fon, the increafe of his paternal domains, the build-
ing of a magnificent feat, the acquifition of a {uperb collection of paintings,
a fumptuous flile of living, and affable manners, drew to Houghton a conflux
of company, and eclipfed the more fober and lefs fplendid eftablithment at
Rainham,

Walpole had long been confidered as the firft minifter m all bufinefs
relating to the internal affairs: he was the principal butt of oppolfition, for
the name of Townfhend {carcely once occurs in the Craft{man, and the other
political papers againft government, while that of Walpole is {cen in alinoft
gvery page.

His influence over the queen had, on the acceffion of George the Second,
prevented the removal of Townfhend, He managed the houfe of commons,
and was fupported by a far greater number of friends than his brother mi-
nifter could boaft, who had little parliamentary influence, and flill lefs per-
fonal credit.

Walpole felt, in all thefe circumftances, his fuperior confequence ; he was
confcious that he fhould be fupported by the queen, and was unwilling to
continue to act in a fubordinate fituation ; while Townfhend, who had long
been ufed to dxﬁatc, could not bear any oppofition to his fentiments, or any
refiftance to his. yiews. He confi dered his brother minifter as one who K
firlt enlifted himfelf under his banners, and who ought to continue to act
with the fame implicit obedience to his commands. Hence a {tmglc for

pawer enfued.

* Raipham was built by Inigo Jones for Sir Roger Town(hend.
Townfhend.

1730.
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Period IV. Townfhend had hitherto poffeffed what the French call la fewille des bene-

172701730 fices, and had bheen the principal difpenfer of ecclefiaflical preferments. This
great object of mimfterial influence was naturally coveted by Walpole, and
had occafioned frequent difputes. - In many points of domeftic adminiftra-
tion, the violence of Townfhend’s meafisres was reprobated and oppofed
by Walpole, particularly in the bufine(s of Wood's coinage ; in the haughty
manner of writing to the duke of Grafton, then lord licutenant of lreland ;
and i the meafures adopted in the riots in Scotland in 1725. In foreign
affairs, Walpole affected not to interfere, declaring that he did not un-
derftand them, and that they did not belong to his department ;* yet he
always oppofed, as much as lay in his power, all complicated engagements,
and uniformly objeéted to the too lavifh expenditure of the public money
in the formation of alliances, which he pften confidered as ufelefs and chime-
rical. His remonftrances had produced a fenfible effe@ in oppofition to
the fentiments of Townfhend ; but it was particularly in the negotiation for
the treaty of Hanover, that a wide difference of opinion had fubfited. He
expreffed his difapprobation at the precipitate manner in which it was con-
cluded, and was offended that fuch an important ftep had been taken without
a due communication to him.

He was ftill more diffatisfied when the Danifh fubfidy became due. For
as France avoided paying her fhare, and the whole burthen fell upon Tng-
land, he, as minifter of finance, was under the neceflity of finding refources
to {upply the deficiency.

In feveral difpatches from the foreign minifters in 1925 and 1726, frequent
mention is made of the growing mifunderftanding between Town(hend and
Walpole, and a rupture is defcribed as unavoidable.  Yet thefe bickerings
and occafional inftances of difcordant fentiments, did not alienate the
brother minifters. They continued to aét together, and on the acceflion
of George the Second, the removal of one would have been followed with
the refignation of the other. Their union at this period was fo clofe, and the
opinion which Walpole entertained of Townfhend fo favourable, that in 1727,
when Townfhend was in imminent danger, Walpole expreffed, in terms of

W%qn and concern, his apprehenfions of the Jofs which the caufe would
Raif fom Kis death; “be confidered him as the bulwark af the conftity-
@ od trufted that Providence won|d interpofe to fave the man, without whom
W fall 10 the grownd *.
¢ difputes had been frequently allayed by the interpofition of lady

* See Correfpondence, Period IV.

Townfhend 3
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Townfhend ; fhe had, like an Oftavia between Anthony and Auguftus, by a
difcreet exertion of her‘influence as wife and fifter, moderated the afperities
of the contending politicians. But her mediation had unfortunately ceafed
by her death, which happened in March 1726.

Queen Caroline obferved the growing mifunderftanding between the bro-
ther minifters, and when the rupture became umavoidable, gave her fup-
port to Walpole in preference to TownfhenJ. By her influence, he foon ob-
tained the preponderance.

Townfhend, thus reduced to act a fcc‘onda.ry part,-was rcfolved to make an
effort to recover his former power, by forming a ncw adminiftration, and re-
moving the duke of Newcaftle, whofe official jealouly, and attempts to raife lord
Harrington to the office of fecretary of flate, had difpleafed him, and placing
his friend lord Chefterfield, who had long afpired to that ftation, in his
ftead. . Full of thefe projeéts, he accompanied the king to Hanover; and
as he was the only Englith minifter of the cabinet abroad, he embraced the
fd.\ ourable opportunity of ingratiating himfelf. He becamc more obfequious
to’ the king’s German prejudices, paid his court with unceafing affiduity,
and appeared to have gained fo much influence, that he thought himfelf
capable of obtaining the appointment of Chefterfield, who was at this
time embaffador at the Hague, and had confiderably diftinguithed himfelf
in his diplomatic capacity. At the fuggeftion of lord Townthend, when he
waited on the king in his paffage through Holland, he requefted and ob-
tained permiffion to attend him to London. When Townfhend offered the
place of fecretary of ftate to Chefterfield, he inquired if he had {ecured‘the
queen; his anfwer implied no doubt. But the very choice he had made
was in itfelf {ufficient to counterat his fuccels. Chefterficld had offended
the queen by the court he paid to lady Suffolk, and the exerted all her in-
fluence with the king, which was feldom exerted in vain, to fruftrate the
fcheme.

Such an attempt, however fecretly conduted, could not efcape the obferva-
tion of Walpole. He conferred with the queen on the proper means of avert-
ing the defign, and the communications he received from her in this and
other particulars, inflamed his refentment.  On quitting the palace after one
of thefe conferences, he met Townfhend at colonel Selwyn’s, in Cleveland
QGourt, in tie prefence of the duke of Newcaftle, Mr, Pelham, colonel and
Mrs, Selwyn. The converfation turned on a foreign negotiation, which at the
defire of Walpole had been relinquithed.  Townfhend; however, ftilt required
that the meafure fhould be mentioned tp the commons, at the fame time

that
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that the houfe fhould be informed that it was given up. Walpole objeding
to this propofal as mexpedient, and calculated only to give unneceflary trou-
ble, Town(hend faid,  Since you objedt, and the houfe of commons is your
concern more than mine, I fhall not perfift in my opinion; but as T now
give way, I cannot avoid obferving, that upon my fonour I think that mode
of procceding would have been moft advifable.,” Walpole, piqued at thefe
expreflions, loft his temper, and {aid, * My lord, for once, there is no man’s
fincerity which I doubt fo much.as your lordfhip’s, and I never doubted it {o
much as when you are pleafed to make fuch ftrong profeffions.” Townfhend,
incenfed at this reproach, ferzed him by the collar, Sir Robert laid hold of
him in return, and then both, at the fame inftant, quitted their hold, and
laid their hands upon their fivords. Mrs. Selwyn, alarmed, attempted to go
out and call the guards, but was prevented by Pelham. But although their
friends interpofrd to prevent an unmediate duel, yet the contumelious ex-
preflions ufed on this occafion, rendered all attempts to heal the breach
ineffectual.

Great difference of opinion had alfo arifen in regard to foreign affairs. When
Townthend accompamed the king abroad, in May 1729, he confidered the
Emperor as the {ole caufe of the obftacles which impeded a general pacifica-
tion, and immediately on his arrival at Hanover, plunged into the chaos of
German palitics, Hé was o much incenfed againft the Emperor, and fo ve-
hemently inclined to compel him to accede to the admiffion of Spanith gar-
rifons into Parma and Leghorn, that he promoted, to the utmoft of his
power, the conclufion of a fubfidiary allance with the four electors of the
Rhine, by which England could not have guarantied the pragmatic fanc-
tion during the exiftence of that alliance, On the contrary, Walpole, anxi-
ous not to do any thing which might render England incapable for a time
te gratify the Emperor in his favourite project, {ecretly oppofed the conclu-
fion of the treaty, and laboured to reconcile the difcordant politics of Spain
and Awpftnia, or if that was unpofﬁbfe, to conciliate Spain without too
much imtating the Empcmr

“This collifion of opinions naturally increafed the mifunderftanding, led
them to countera&k each other, and to ftrive for pre-eminence in the cabinet.

Having failed in maifing Chefterfield to the office of fecretary of flate,
Fownthend made s laft attempt to obtain that: place for Sir Paul Methuss,

'in which he was equally unfuccefsful. Thefe difappointments incseafed bis
w ieritability, which be vented in peevill exprefions agaiglk Jord Har-

m:gw:r sod thefe reproaches, probably exaggerated bythe duke-of News

"Gt apbeafed - the avmofitics in the cabinet,
At
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At length the conteft was brought to a crifis. Townfhend feems to
have obtained the good-will of the king by reprefenting, that he was the
only fupport of his German intereft, that lord Hurringlon had ncgle@ed
prefling the plan of operations againft the Lmperor, and that Flanover would
be facrificed by the new arrangements, Under thefe circumftances, the duhe
of Newcaftle had written, with the approbation of the Walpoles, a difpatch
to the plenipotentiaries at Soiflons, diffuading an attack of the Auftrian Ne-
therlands, advifing that an army (hould be affembled on the banks of the
Rbhine, for the purpofe of threatening the frontiers of Bohemia; but ftrongly
recommending, that before this plan was concerted with France, propofals of
accommedation fhould be prefented to the Emperor. But before the letter
was fubmitted to the king, Townfhend had written to lim, enforcing
the ncceflity of forming a plan of hoftile operations before any declara-
tion was made, for the purpofe of compelling the king of Pruffia to fubmit,
and reducing the Emperor to accept of the terms dictated by England and
her allies,

The king approved this advice, and ordered Townfhend to communicate
his refolution to the duke of Newcaftle and Horace Walpole, that inftruc-
tions might be forwarded to the pleniotentiaries, in conformity to that opi-
nion. Townfhend accordingly fent the letter, with the king's anfwer, to
Horace Walpole, and went into Norfolk for a few days. In this dilemma,
the duke defpaired of fuccefs, and propofed to att agreeably to the dictates
of Townthend. But Sir Robert Walpolé communicated Newcaftle’s dif-
patch to the queen, and obtained, through her influence, the affent of the
king, who exprefled his {ull approbation of the contents.

"Townfhend, finding that his perfonal influence with the king was not fuffi-
cient to counteract the exertions of his rivals, oppofed by the queen, and
deferted by the remaining members of the cabinet, gave in his refignation,
and retired from public affairs,

In feveral letters to his confidential correfpondents abroad, which are {till
extant in the Rainham Colle&tibn, Townfhend attributes his refignation
principally to the effefts of his dangerous illnefs in 1727, which rendered
him incapable of fupporting the fatigues of his place, but hints at the fame
time with great delicacy at the coolnefs and mifintelligence which had arifen
‘between him and Sir Robert Walpole, and o the difguft he had recently re-
‘ceived from that quarter, which fortified his refolution. At the fame time he
adds, with great fpirit and dignity, that he is happy to announce that his re-
treat will not make any alteration in public affairs, and that he never could
haye refolved o quit his fituation, if he had not been fully convinced that

Vor. L. X x Walpole
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Walpole would follow the fame principles, and carry on the fame meafures
which had been hitherto purfued. In his letter to Slingelandt, he obferves,
“ the king has had the goodnefs to permit me to retire in the moft obliging
manner, and has mofl gracioufly received the affurances, which I took the
liberty to make, that notwithftanding my refignation, T fhould always be
ready to furnifh all the eclairciffements in my power, whenever it fhall be
deemed neceflary for his {ervice.”

Townfliend retired with a moft unfullied chara&ter for mtegnty, honour,
and difintereftednels,and gave feveral ftriking proofs that he could command
the natural warmth of his temper, and rife fuperior to the malignant influence
of party {pirit and difappointed ambition. The oppofition, who had formed
fanguine expectations of the confequences of the difunion in the cabinet,
were prepared to receive him with open arms, but he refifted their ad-
vances, and firmly perfevered in his original determination. Soon after
Cheflerfield commenced his ardent oppofition to Walpole, he went to Rain-
ham, and requefted Townfhend to attend an important queftion in the houfe
of lords. Townlhend replied, that he had formed a refolution which he
could not break, of never again engaging in political contefts, * I recol-
leé,” he added, * that lord Cowper, wough a ftaunch Whig, had been be-
trayed by perfonal pique and party refentment, in his oppofition to the mi-
niftry, to throw himfelf into the arms of the Tories, and even to {upport
principles which tended to ferve the caufe of the Jacobites. I know that I
am extremely warm; and I arg apprehenfive if I fhould attend the houfe of
lords, I al{fo may be hurried away by the impetuofity of my temper, and by
perional rc{'entmcnt, to adopt a line of condu, which in my cooler moments
I may regret.” He maintained this honourable and truly patriotic refolu-
tion ; and thus proved himfelf worthy of the higheft eulogium.

He pafled the evemng of his days in the purfuit of rural occupations and
agricultural experiments ; his improvements ameliorated the ftate of hufban-
dry, his hofpitality endeared him to his heighbours, and the dignity of his
chara®er infured refpe@. Apprehenfive of being tempted again to enter
jnto thofe fcenes of active life, which he had refolved totally to abandon, he

.never revifited the matal, but died at Rainham, in 1738, aged 64.

Notwithftanding the afperity with which this conteft was conducted, the
brothers feem to haveremounced their friendfhip without forfeiting their efteem
for each other, Townihend did ot indulge in peevilh expreflions againft
his fuccefsful rival, snd Sir B.obert Walpole never blamed the minifterial con-
duét or depreciated the abilities of lord Town(hend. He was always uawilling
o enter into the caufes of their difunion ; when an intimate friend prefied

- 4 hhn
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lilm on the fubje& fome years-afterwards, he made feveral attempts to evade Chapter 37, -
the queftion, and at length replied, « It is difficult to trace the caufes of a 1730.
difpute between ftatefmen, but I will give you the hiftory in a few words ;

as long as the firm of the houfe was Townthend and Walpole, the utmoft

harmony prevailed; but it no {ooner became Walpole and Townthend, than

things went wrong, and a feparation enfued *,

* The contents of this chapter are derived field.—Communications from the late earl of
from the letters in the Correfpondence.~ Orford, lord Sydney, and his brother Charles
Etough's Papers.—~Thelate Barlof Hardwicke’s Townfhend, efquire.

MemorandumaMaty’s Life of Lord Chefter-
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PERIOD THE FIFTH:

From the Refignation of Lord TowNsHEND, to the Diffolution
of the Parliament.

Y73°5—173%

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-EIGHTHN!

1730—1731.

*Walpole inclines to a Reconciliation with the Emperor —Negotiations whick pre-
ceded and terminated in the Treaty of Vienna.—~Treaty of Seville carried into
Execution.—Tranfaltions in Paliament.—General Satisfattion.—Charatier of
Ear! Waldegrave, the new Embaffador at Paris.

Walpole con. HE refignation of Townfhend placed Walpole in a new point of view.
ﬂa&s fuﬂlgn Hitherto he had taken no public’ part in foreign affairs, and had only
indirectly influenced the current negotiations, either through the private in-
terpofition of the queen, or the medium of his brother, and he affefled to

leave the fole dire&tion of thofe matters to the fecretary of ftate, But the

removal of Townfhend inftantly changed his fituation. The duke of New-

caftle for fome time continued to a& the fame fubordinate part as before ;

and the new fecretary, lord Harrington, received his impulfe from the mi-

nifter of the finance, or from his brother Horace. Walpole, therefore, now

took a more open and decided place in the regulation of foreign tranfactions,

"and his opinion {eems to have principally contributed to the renewal of the

ancient
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ancient conneétion with the houfe of Auftria, with whom England had been
fo long in a ftate of open d&fiance.

He had {agacioufly appreciated the advantages which refulted to England
from the alliance with France, was convinced, that an union with that power
had effectually hurt the caule of the Pretender,’and countera&ted the {chemes
of the Jacobites. He was aware that France, during the minority of Louis
the Fifteenth, or under the government of a prime minifter like Cardinal
Fleury, of a pacific and timid difpofition, was a very proper ally in a defenfive
treaty, to check and prevent the defigns of the Emperor, who had formed
fchemes and alliances detrimental to the fecurity and commerce of England.
He well knew that minifters of a free nation muft fometimes be obliged to
contract new engagements,’ in oppofition to thofe powers with whom they
would have been willing to have lived in the ftricteft fncndﬂnp, upon juft
and honourable terms *.

He had therefore concurred with Townfhend, in warmly promoting the
alliance with France, and was not deterred by the popular outcry, that the
nfeafures of the cabinet were directed to lower our natural ally, the houfe
of Auftria, and exalt France, our natural enemy, from purluing a plan which
fecured to England internal tranquillity and external peace. The improve-
ment of our commerce and manufaltures were a ful] juftification of this wife
meafure.

But things were now confiderably changed. The folid eftablithment of
the houfe of Hanover on the throne of Great Britain, and the number of
Jacobites who, on the quiet acceffion of George the Second, renounced
their principles, had leflened the danger of internal commotions, and ren-
dered the co-operation of France in favour of the Pretender, lefs an objet of
alarm.

The relative fituation of France was no lefs changed. Morville, the
friend of England, had been difmiffed from the office of fecretary of ftate
and his fuceeffor, Chauvelin, the tnemy of England, governed Cardinal
Fleury. A feconciliation had taken place betweeén France and Spain, and
the ancient jealoufy between France and England began to revive on both
{ides.

In confequence of this alteratiog of circumftances, France aéted from po-
licy an indecifive and wavering part. When the Emperor, in oppofition ta
the arrangements made by the allies of Seville, had declared, that if Spanifh
txoops fhould enter Tufcany, he would drive them outyit became neceflary

# The Intereft of Great Britain fteadily purfucd, p. 26.
either

S4r

Chapter 38,
173Cto173¢8,
ey ]

Promotes &
rccongilia-
tion with the
Emperor.

State of the
French cabis

?  net.



343 MEMOIRS OF

Period V. cither to force him to execute that treaty, or to prevail upon him, by the
1750t01734. guaranty of his favourite object, the pragmatic Yanction. Cardinal Fleury
===’ aHefted to co-operate with England, in obtsining the confent of the Em-

peror, cither by force ar perfualive means; but artfully threw obftacles in
the way of both. Various {chemes for effecting that end were propofed. It
was the great object of England to prevent the invafion of the Low Countries,
and to confine principally the feat of war to Sicily, or at leaft to Italy. It
was the view of the French to extend it to the other parts of the Auftrian
dominions, under the hopes of making ¢onquefts on the fide of Germany and
the Low Countries.

When the two nations were actuated with {uch different views, no co-in-
cidence of opinion could be expeéted. France objected to all {chemes, either
of compulfion or compromife, and endeavoured to throw the blame of inac-
tivity on the Englifh and Dutch. Meanwhile Spain complained bitterly
that the treaty of Seville was not executed, and that Parma and Tufcany, for
the attainment of which fhe had acceded to the quadruple alliance, were on
the point of being loft. .

Negotiations Walpole now perceived that the ftriét alliance with France would no

st Vienna.  Jonger be maintained. He had two objects in view, the one, according to
his own expréffions, to gvoid a war with the Emperor, for fear of its con-
fequences, and the other with Spain, on account of our trade, and the
only method df effecting both thefe purpofes was to renew the ancient con-
ne&ion with the houfe of Auftria, and to lurc the Emperor to accede to the
treaty of Seville, with the promife of guarantying the pragmatic fanction.

On thefe interefting topics he maintained a carrefpondence with his
brother, Horace Walpole, embaffador at Paris; combated his opinion in
favour of continuing the friendihip with France, and gradually brought him
over to approve a hegotiatian with the houfe of Auftria.

The Emperor had, before the treaty of Seville, endeavoured to open a fe-
parate negotiation with England, and fince its conclufion hag thrown out
hints to our embaffador at Vicnna, that a thorough recomciliation might
eafily be effeCted. In confequence of thefe ipfinuations, the Britifh cabinet
decided on making the attempt, and lord Harrington announced this refo~
lution in an official difpatch to Mr. R.ubisﬁ:n. who had fucceded earl Walde-
grave in the embafly to Vienna *.

An anfwer being tean{mitted, that the wkourt was inclined, with every
appaessnee of fincagy.on their part, to their ancient conaeSiion with

* September 14-35, 1736 Correfpondence, Period V.

England,
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England, on fair and reafonable conditions, farther inftruttions were for-
warded from the fecretary of ftate, together with the plans of treaties and de-
clarations to Qe figned by the Emperor, both in regard to the difputes with
England, and'to the king's German affairs *.

While this negotiation was pending, the delay gave fuch umbrage to the
king of Spain, that he declared, by the Marquis of Caftillat, his embaffadar
at Paris, that he confidered himfelf free from all engagements contrafted
on his part by the treaty of Seville, and at full liberty to adopt {fuch mea-
fures as fhould be moft fuitable to his interefts.

Soon after thefe tranfattions, the duke of#Parma died; the duchcfs, his
widow, declared herfelf pregnant : the Emperor, with the fecret connivance of
England, took poffeffion of Parma, making at the fame time a declaration,
that if the duche(s fhould be delivered of a fon, the introduction of the
Spani{h troops thould&ake place; if of £daughter, Don Carlos fhould inftantly
receive the inveftiture of Parma and Placentia, from the Emperor and
empire. ™

In opening this negotiation, the Britifh cabinet had declared it to be the
determined refolution of the king to make the treaty of Seville the bafis of
the new alliance, and the fecuring to Don Carlos the fuccefiion to Tufcany
and Parma was held out as an indifpenfable article. The minifter was
aware that the beft method to obtaim peace was to be prepared for war,
and that the only fuccefsful means for can‘y:ng the treaty of Seville into
effe®, were to be ready to enforce its exccution by vigorous meafures,
The fpeech which the king delivered from the throne on the meeting of
patliament, was drawn up by him in conformity with thefe {fentiments. After
declaring, that every meafure was adopted to prevent, by an accommoda-
tion, the fatal confequences of a general rupture ; and that it was impoffible
to ftate the fupplies which would be required for-the current fervice of the
year, until peace or war fhould be dcc:ded upon, it concluded with thefe
ftrong expreflions:

“ The time draws near, which will admit of no farther delays. If thetran«
quillity of Europe can be fettled without the effufion of blood, or the ex-
pence of public treafure, that fituation will certainly be moft happy and defir-,
able. But ifithat bleffing cannot be obtained, honour, Ju{ttce,md the facred
faith due to folemn treaties, will call upon us to exért durfelves, it xtlk:lnng
by force;what cannot be had upon juft and reafonable terms

The negotiation was carried on with fo much addrefs and ; that al.,

* Lard Hanington to My, Rabiafon, Dec, ¢-15, 1730, 4 Journals.
: though
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Period V.  though {ome rumeour of it had tranfpired, and hints had been thrown out in
173919173%  the Crafifman, yet the debate on the fide of the minority was conduéted
' on a fuppofition, that England was preparing for a war with Jthe Emperor,

to execute the treaty of Seville by force, and an amendment to the addrefs
was propofed, that the king (hould be requefed not to concur in a war
againft the Emperor, either in Flanders or on the Rhine. But when this
propofition was negatived, a more plaufible amendment was {uggefted by
oppofition (who. artfully availed themfelves of the prejudice conceived againft
the king for hi¥ attachment to Hanover) they propofed to infert, that thcy
would fupport his majefty’s ¢ngagements, fo far as they related to the in-
tereft of Great Britain. In anfwer to this propofal, Walpole did mot hefi-
tate to declare, © That fuch an expreflion in their addrels would feem to in-
finuate, that the king had entered into engagements that did not relate to
the interefts of Great Britain, which wounld be a gieat jnftance of ingratitude
towards the king, who in all his meaflures hagd never fhewed the leaft regard to
any thing but the intereft of Great Britain,"and the eafe and fecurity of the
people ; as all thofe who had the honour to ferve him could teftify, and upon
their honour declare ; that he hoped every member of that houfe was con-
vinced, that the king would never enter into any engagement that was not
ablolutely neceflary for procuring the happinefs and infuring the fafety of his
fubjects, and therefore it was quite unneceflary to confine the words of their
addrefs to fuch engagements as related to the intereft. of Great Britain *,”
Nothing was faid direétly in anfwef to this affertidn, though {o much
might have been faid. It was only urged, that to fupport any hoftile ope-
rations againdt the Emperor on the Rhine, was abfolutely deftrucive to the
interefts of Great Britain, tending to the total fubverfion of the balance of
power ; that the houfe had good reafon to believe that no minifter would
dare to advife the king to fuch a meafure; and the member who ufed thefe
ftropg expreflions, concluded by oppofing the amendment as unneceffary,
the addrefs was therefore carried withbut a divifion. It was alfo drawn up
by the minifter, and after acknowledging, in terms of gratitude, the king’s
goodpefs, ¢ in cndcavounng to have the conditions of the treaty of Seville
fulfilled and executed, in fuch manner as might beft fecure a general pacifi-
«cation, and.be conforimable to his engagements with his allics,™ declared “ that
they _,wq}g,vuh dlghnﬁﬂqeﬁ, grant fuch fupplies as fhould be meceffary
for *the e er Qf the mfnmg year, and effectually enable the kimgito make

w i ’ﬂu unlnnmty and v;gour of this addrefs, which was equally adopted by

* Chandler, 4 Ibid, %
]
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the houfe of peers, had a great effect on the tranfaQions abroad, and gave
energy to the negotiations at Vienna.

In confequence of the adoption of thefe meafures, lord Harrington ex-
prefled to the Britith minifter at Vienna, the king’s duapprobation of the
delays and obftacles with which the Tmperial court clogged the progrefs of
the negotiations, replied to the counter project of the Emperor, gave farther
inftruétions, and fent the ultimatum of the cabinet.

Notwithftanding thefe rzmonftrances, the miniftry well knew that the ob-
{tacles were derived no lefs from the pertinacity of the Flanoverian, than the
haughtinefs of the Imperial court, and onc of the great difficultics which
occurred in concluding an accommodation, arofe from blending the affairs of
Germany with thofe of England.

Robinfon had been particularly ordered * ¢ to continue the preateft
friendfhip and confidence towards Dieden, the Hanoverian agent at Vienna,
and a& in perfect concert with him in every thing, wherein the King's in-
terefts were concerned : And to employ his beft offices and inftances with
the Imperial minifters, for procuring the moft effectual redrefs and fatisfac-
tion to the king upon the feveral demands which Dieden was inftruéted to
make for that purpofe to the court of Vienna.”

Thefe objects of contention between the Emperor and the king, as elector
of Hanover, were fo various, complicated, and delicate, t h‘lt the treaty
would never have been concluded, had the Britifh minifter at Vienna in-
fifted, according to his official orders, upon a full and fatisfactory anfwer to
all the points in difpute. Fortunately, the cabinet of London, influenced by
Walpole, had the courage to cut the Gordian knot, which it could not un-
loofe; lord Harrington, in a private letter, inftructed Mr. Robinfon 4 to
fign the treaty with England, and to refer the German affairs to a future de-
cifion.

Another great difficulty in condu&mg this negotiation, arofe from an er-
roneous opinion, formed by the Emperor, that the minifters of the Englith
cabinet were difunited, and from a jealoufy that the two Walpoles, who were
known 9 direct the helm of government, were favourable to the alliance
with France, and confequently hoftile to the houfe of Auftria. This notion
had been fupported by the duchefs of Kendal, in her correfpondence with
the, Emprefs, and corroborated by fome leading members of oppofition,

® Grantham Papers. Difpatch from lord 4 Lord Harrington to Mr. Robinfan, Ja-
Harrington to Mr Robinfon, y% December, nuary 28th, February 8th, 1731, Correipond-
1730. Correfpondence. ence.

Vor.L Yy who
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who had long held 2 private inteicourfe of letters with the Emperor or his
minifters.

This falfe opinion, together with the difficulty of fettling the German
affairs, fufpended tie fignature of the treaty. In this mument of doubt and
uncertainty, a letter * from Horace Walpole to Mr. Robinton, conveying the
ftrongeft affurances of his own and bis brother’s fentiments in favour of the
Empero, decided the Impenal cabinet, and haftened the conclufion.

The treaty was figned on the 16th of March, and is ufually called the
fecond treaty of Vienna, to diftinguifh it from that which was concluded in
1725. It was a defenfive alliance, and ftipulated a reciprocal guaranty of
mutual rights and poffeffions; on the part of England, to guaranty the Em-
peror’s fucceffion, according to the pragmatic fanction ; on that of the Em-
peror, to abolifh the Oftend company, and all trade to the Eaft Indies, from
any part of the Auftnan Netherlands, to fecure the fucceffion of Don Carlos
tff Parma and Tufcany, and not to oppofe the introduétion of Spanifh Gar-
rifons.

Thus was this great and difficult tatk of preventing a general war, accom-
plifhed with an addiefs and fecrecy that refletted high honour on thofe who
conducted it. The treaty of Seville was carried into execution without force,
and without breach of faith to any other power : to Don Carlos Parma was
fecured, with the confent of the Emperor, and the eventual {ucceffion of
Tufcany guarantied ; Spain was fatisfied with England; and the Emperor,
gratified with the guaranty of the pragmatic {anction, confidered this union
as the commencement of a new ra to the houfe of Auftria.

The fatisfaltion in England was full and complete. In fa®, no event
more difconcerted oppofition, or raifed the minifter higher in the eftima-
tion of the public. It had long been a favourite theme of popular decla-
mation, that his meafures had a tendency to lower the houfe ot Auftria, and
to exalt the power of France. Their arguments were therefore now turned
againft themfelves ; the breach of the French alliance, and reconciliation with
Aultria, took away one plaufible topic of raillery and invettive.

The only popular objection to the management of foreign affairs now
was, that England was entangled in a multiplicity of treaties and guaranties ;
that no rupture could take place in Europe, in which we fhould not be
obliged to interfere as principals ; that it was the fteady intereft of Great Bri-
tain to contract no burthenfome engagements, to truft to her naval ftrength
and infular fituation for repelling all foreign attempts, and give ‘no juft
offence to any of the powers of Europe.

% February g=a0, 1731, Correfpondence. T
Q
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To this general objection a general anf{wer was returned ; that a nation,
whole ftrength depends upon the flourithing ftate of trade and credit, (in-
feparable from that of public tranquillity) whofe commerce extends itfelf to
all parts of the world, and is founded on compaéts and ftipulations with
powers of different and incompatible interefts ; who has as many enviers as
neighbours, as numerous rivals as there are commercial powers, muft have
a more extenfive and particular intereft o forefee and obviate thofe trou-
bles, which, if not prevented in time, might occafion great diflurbances,
might place {o large a fhare of dominion in the hands of one prince, as
to endanger the liberties of the reft, and confequently interrupt her
trade, A people thus fituated, muft provide themfelves with foreign fup-
port, propértionable to the attempts that may be apprehended from foreign
powers to their prejudice, which cannot poffibly be fecured but by recipro-
cal engagements on their part, and by interefting themfelves as deeply in the
welfare and fecurity of other nations, as they expeét thole nations to intereft
themfelves on their behalf.

This compaét having fecured the confent of the Emperor to the introduc-
tion of Spanifh troops, Philip revoked the marquis de Caftelar’s declara-
tion, and acceded to the ncw treaty of Vienna ; and the execution of it,
whichi fpeedily followed, proved the fincerity of the Imperial and Britith
courts. After a few altercations between the Emperor and Don Carlos,
the one claiming Parma as an inheritance, and the other infifting on confer-
ring it as a fief of the empire, the Spanifh troops landed at Leghorn, on the
20th of O&ober, under convoy of the Britifth and Spanifh fleet. Don
Carlos himfelf arrived there on the 26th of December, and was put 1n full
poffeffion of Parma and Placentia.

In opening this negotiation, Walpole had been anxious not to irritate
France, before he had conciliated the court of Vienna. He judged it pru-
dent to fend in the place of his brofher Horace, who had returned from his
embaffy at Paris, a perfon agreeable to Cardinal Fleury, and in whom he
could implicitly confide. Lord Chefterfield had been recommended for that

poft, as a prelude to his being appointed fecretary of ftate ; but Horace

Walpole feprefented to his brother, that his temper and habits would not
accord with thofe of the Cardinal, and fuggeflted the earl of Waldegrave, as

more proper for {o delicate a fituation, who was accordingly nomihated.
James earl of Waldegrave was defcended from an ancient family in
Northamptonfhire, whofe anceftors may be traced in a direét line to times an-
terior to the conqueft. They were lords of the towns of Waldegrave,
" Yya Twywell
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Twywell and Siipten, in the county of Northampton *; Sir Richard Walde-
grave was {peaher of the houle of commons in 1382 ; and fome of his an-
ceftors recened the olite: of Naveflock and Borely, in Effex, and Chewton
in Somerledhiig, asants fiom Flenry the Eighth.

In 10647 S Edward Waldegrave was made a baronet, and his great
prandion, Sn FHenry Waldegiave, was created, in 1685, a peer, by the title or
Laton Waldigrave, of Chewton +f, 10 Somerfetfhire, where the family then prin-
upally refided. On the revolution he followed the fortunes of James the Se-
cond, whofe natural daughter, Henrictta, by Arabella Churchill, he had
efpoufed, and to whom he !« many and great obligations. He died at
Paris 1n 1680.

His eldcft fon and fucceffor James, of whom we are now treating, was
born 1n 1684, and educated 1n the Roman Catholic religion. In 1922 he
entered into the communion of the ¢ hureh of England, and took his feat in
the houfe of peers. His uncle, the duke of Berwick, being defirous to mor-
tify him for having rcnounced his faith, inquired of him whether he had
made his abjuration from political or religious motives, and inade u‘e of the
expreflion, confefs the truth, to which he replied, I changed my religion to
avoid confeffion.

When it was thought neceffary to fend an embaflador to Vienna, for the
purpofe of executing the articles agreed upon in the preliminaries figned be-
tween Epgland, France, and the Emperor at Pans, and of conciliating the
Emperor, whohad been diffatisfied with the king of England, lord Waldegrave
was feleCted as the perfon whofe mild and affable demneanour beft quahfied

* Asthe account of the Waldegrave family
given by Collins, is incorreét in many parti-
culars, 4 more accurate ftatement is here add-
ed from family documents, communicated by
the vountefs of Waldegrave. “ Waldcprave, a
% Saxon by lyneall defeent, lord of the coun-
“ ty of Northarapton, had at the conqueft
“ one only daughter, and her he mame |, by
“ the conqueror’s commandment, to Guerin
“ or Warin de Waldegrave of Normandie, by
* means of which marriage, Waldegrave the
# Saxon had a pardon granted him by the
& conqueror, of his life and land, notwith-
* ftanding he hore arms againft him at Battle
¢ Abbey, on king Harold's part, which pardon
< js yet extant, and was lately in the hands of
“ the lords of the manor of Waldegrave, &c.
4 jn the county of Northampton, Thistown

“ and manor was fold by Sir William Walde.
* grive, hnight, an the reign of king Henry
‘¢ the FEighth.”

Woldegreve is of Saxon derivation, from
Walde, awl Grave, figmfying the ruler of a
Halde or forcft. The anceftors ot the prefent
earl refided in different counties at different
periods, A Sir Richard Waldegrave, who was
{peaker of the houfe of commons in 1383, mar.
nied the heirefs of Sylvefter of Buers, in the
county of Sulfolk, and either imfelf or fome
of his defcendants, more than once reprefented
that county.—The grants of Navefiock, Borely,
and Chewton, probably occafioned the fale of
the family wheritance in Northamptonfhire.

t Collins’s Peerage.  Collinfon’s Hiftory of
Somerfetfhire~Article Chewton,

hima



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.

Lim for that negotiation. George the Firft, who confidered the miffion as
too great a condefcenfion after the ill ufage he had reccived from the Em-
peror, fent word that he approved the perfon, though he difliked the -
rand *,

Lord Waldegrave fet out in May 1727, and arrived at Paris on the 14th
of June. The difficulty of fettling the complicated negotiations, and the
events which followed the death of George the Firft, detained him in
France nearly a year. He went to Vienna in April 1728. During his
refidence in that capital, he correfted the miftatement which the oppofi-
tion in England had tran{mitted of their ftrength, and of the weaknefs of the
party that efpoufed the meafures of government; and plainly fhewed that
the divifions in the cabinet would not diminith the weight and influence of
Great Britain abroad. He proved to the Imperial minifters, that the pre-
liminarics with Spain contained no conditions hoftile to the houfe of Auftria,
and were ftri¢tly conformable to the articles of the quadruple alliance. FHe
threw out hopes to the Emperor of a future accommodation with England,
and that the guaranty of the pragmatic {an¢tion might be the confequence of
his acceding to the introduction of Spanith garrifons into Parma and Leg-
horn. He obtained a ratification of the preliminary articles between the
Emperor, Lngland, and France, and laid the foundation of the reconci-
liation, which Sir Thomas Robinfon, afterwards lord Grantham, carried into

execution. He then returned to Paris, where he was appointed embaffador

extraordinary on the refignation of Horace Walpole.

He filled this difficult cmployment ten years, during a period in which the
difunion between France and England was gradually increafing into an open
rupturc.

For his fervices at Vienna, he was created vifcount Chewton and earl of
Waldegrave, and his cxertions at Paris were rewarded with the garter. In
1740 he obtained leave to return for the recovery of his health. He em-
barked for England, Otober 1740, and died at his feat at Naveftock in
Effex, on the 11th of April 1741, in the 57th year of his age.

He was in high confidence with Sir Robert Walpole, and was the fo-
reign embaffador in whom the ‘minifter, next to his brother, principally
confided. Several letters which paffed between them, and are printed
in the correfpondence, prove the truth of this affertion. He condu&ed

bimfelf in his cmbaffies with confummate addref(s, and particularly dif-

# Earl of Waldegrave'’s Diary.
tinguifhed!
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tinguifhed himfelf by obtaining fecret information in times of emergency.
Though a man of pleafure, he purfued bufinefs, when bufinefs was neceflary,

with indefatigable diligence. His letters are written with great fpirit, per{pi-

cuity, and good fenfe, and are peculiarly entertaining, He had fo little the
appearance of a man of bufinefs, that he was confidered as incapable of writing
fuch excellent difpatches as he tranfmitted to England, and they were princi-
pally attributed to his {ecretary, Mr. Thompfon. But this unjuft imputation was
foon proved to be falfe, when the embaffador left France, and the fecretary
remained chargé d'affaires. The inferiority of his letters, to thofe which were
written during Waldegrave’s embafly, was ftriking, and carried a full con-
viftion, that they were of his own compofition. I am enabled alfo to do
juftice to the abilities of the earl of Waldegrave in this refpect. A complete
collection of his letters and difpatches, from 1727 to 1740, is preferved at
Naveftock, and the greater nnmber are original draughts written in his own
hand, with fuch erafures and alterations as fully prove that they were folely
his compofition. They do honour to his diplomatic talents, and prove
found fenfe, an infinuating addrefs, and clegant manners.

The renewal of the ancient alliance with the houfe of Auftria, had greatly
difpleafcd the French cabinet, and particularly difgufted cardinal Fleury,
whofe fentiments were always inclined to the adoption of pacific meafurcs,
who (however influenced by the counfels of Chauvelin) was convinced that
the peace of Europe had been principally owing to the union between
France and England, who appreciated the {entuments of Sir Robert Walpole
as congenial to his own, and who from long habits of intimacy and con-
fidence, had contracted a partiality for Horace Walpole, which he was un-
willing to relinquith. He confidered this alliance as a prelude to in-
ceflant bickerings and future contefts ; and, being well acquainted with the
domineering {pirit of the houfe of Auftria, and the eagernefs of Charles the
Sixth, to obtain from all the powers.of Europe, the guaranty of the prag-
matic {antion, fufpeted that his affent to the treaty of Vienna was pur-
chafed with a promife on the part of England, to compel France to accede
to that guaranty, and exprefled in ftrong terms of indignation, his apprehen-
fion of fecret articles derogatory to the interefts of_France.

The candid anfwer of the Britith cabinet, convcyed through the earl of
Woaldegrgve, removed the jealoufies of the cardinal. The king and ca-
binet in England, had now adopted, however unwillingly, the principles
of the pacific minifter, and De la Faye, under {ecretary of ftate, {poke the
fentiments of Walpole, when he obferved, that no one but a perfon totally

4 ignorant
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ignorant of the Britifh conftitution, could for 2 moment have entertained Chaprer 38.
fuch an opinion. The king, he remarked, could not engage in war with- 1730t0 1735
out money, and muft apply to parliament for fupplies, #f fuch a misfortune eyl
{hould occur. The parliament, who {poke the voice of the nation, might be Removed,
induced to grant fupplies for the purpofe of keeping out the Pretender, pro-

tecting merchants, preferving trade, or maintaining Gibraltar; but it would

have been a monftrous condu& to have ‘propofed an annual fupply of five

millions for the purpofe of compelling France to guaranty the pragmatic

fan&ion. The nation could never bear fuch a propofition, and the minifter

who had the folly to make it, would juftly incur the indignation of the

people *,

The earl of Waldegrave being recalled from Vienna, it became neceffary
to depute a perfon of confidence to that court, on whom the Walpoles
could no lefs implicitly depend ; nor can a greater proof of their fuperior
aicendancy in the cabinet be given, than that Mr, Robinfon was the perfon
who was chofen to fill this important fituation at this critical junéture.

Thomas Robinfon, knight of the bath, and afterwards lord Grantham, was Miffon and
fourth fon of Sir William Robinfon, baronet, of the county of York, by i;‘:"“f:glzf '
Mary, daughter of George Aiflabie, of Studley Royal. He was brought up fon,
at Weftmintter fchool, and completed his education at Trinity College,
Cambridge, of which he became a fellow in 1719. In 1723, he accom-
panied Horace Walpole as fecretary to the embafly at Paris, and was diftin-
guifhed by him with the higheft marks of confidence and efteem ; under his
inftrutions, and from his example, he acquired a confummate experience in
diplomatic concerns. During the abfence of the cmbafiador, he was entrufted
with the management of the Englith affairs in France, and conduéted himfelf
with fo much addre(s and ability, that he was not duped even by the affeted
candour of cardinal Fleury, nor deluded by the artifices of Chauvelin. Great
command of temper, patience of contradiftion, dignity of manner, franknefs
in receiving, and quicknefs in anfwering objections, rendered him peculiarly
adapted to countera&t the chicanery of the Imperial court, to foften the do-
mineering and punétilious charatter of the Emperor Charles the Sixth, and
to conciliate the difcordant tempers of the four minifters of the conference .

He continued minifter at the court of Vienna from 1730 to 1748, when he
was deputed embaffador and joint plenipotentiary with the earl of Sandwich,
to conclude the peace of Aix la Chapelle.

* De la Faye to the carl of Waldegrave, Augnft 16th, 1731. Correfpondence.
4 Prince Evgene, count Zinzendorff, count Staremberg, and the bifhop of Bamberg-

His
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Period V.- His difpatches are clear and perfpicuous, {o explicit and defcriptive, as to
173001734 convey a faithful piture of the tempers and charatters of thofe with whom
. e negotiated ; and it was truly faid of him, that he not only fet down every
f word that was uttered in his conferences with the Imperial mimflers, but
noted even their looks and geftures.  Thefe interefting documents contain
a copous, and almoft uninterrupted narrative of the tranfacions between
I'ngland and the court of Vienna, during a period of eighteen years, big
with events, that threatened the downfal of the houfe of Auftria, which
was averted by the heroifm of Maria Therefa, and the interpofition of ing-
land. Tn 1742 he was made knight of the Bath, and foon after the con-
clufion of the peace of Aix la Chapelle, returned to England. He¢ was fuc-
ceflively appointed lord of trade, mafter of the great wardrobe, and fecictary
of ftate.  In 1761 he was created a peer, by the title of lord Grantham, and
died in 1770, aged feventy-three.

CHAPTER THE THIRTY-NINTH:

2731,

Brographical Memoirs of William Pultency.—Origin and Progrefs of hus Mifun-
derftanding wirh Halpole.

TWO errors are principally to be avoided by an author, that undertakes
to write the life of a minifter, who dire@ed, during fo long a pe-
riod, the helm of government, and whofe conduft materially affefted the
intercits of Great Britain and the fate of Europe. The firft is fuch a bias of
affeftion and partiality, as to draw a panegyric rather than a hiftory ; the fe-
cond, an indifcriminate prejudice againft thofe who headed the oppofition ; and
who, becaufe they were enemies to Sir Robert Walpole, have been held forth
by his partifans, as devoid of all principle, and ufing, in every inftance, their
reprobation to his meafures, as a cloak for malice and rancour. This laftis the

ufual
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wlual error of biographerss and yet it appears extraordinary to a candid Chapter 30.
mind, that in order to raife the characer of one great man, it fhould feem 1735,
neceflary to debafe all his opponents; and that no allowanre fhould be

made for difference of opinion, or inveterate habits and prepoffeffions. Re-

caufe the party writers of oppofition have loaded Walpole with inve&ive, is

it juft to afpexfe his adverfaries with equal virulence ?

But in no inftance has prejudice been carried to a greater height, than in
drawing the chara&er and conduct of Pulteney, the great leader of oppofi-
tion. He, above all others, has been expofed to the fiery ordeal of party;
not only by the friends” of the minifter whom he drove from the helm,
but alfo by thofe who were once joined with him, and who, difcon-
tented at the difpofal of offices on the change of adminiftration, railed at
thei former leader, becaufe they were not promoted to thofe places-which
they claimed as the reward of their long perfeverance.

William Pulteney * was defcended from an ancient family, who took Family,
their furname from a place of that appellation in Lewcefterfhire. His grand- e&ﬁhw:;‘: of
father, Sir Walliam Pulteney, was member of parliament for the city of Weft- Pulteney.
minfter, and highly diftinguifhed himfelf in the houfe of commons for his
manly and fpirited eloquence.

Of hus father, William Pulteney, I find little upon record, except his dirth,
marriage, and dcath.

William Pulteney 4, his eldeft fon, was born in 1682, received his
cducation at Weftminfter {chool, where he greatly improved in claffical

* Stk Wirriam Purrexey, Kot

Ir

Wirrian. Jouw,
Wu.uk Eoarl of Harry l’m.unu' Daniry,
Bath, b. 1683, d. 08. 1767, d. 1731,
d. 1764.

Francrs=S812 WiLLlAM (Jomxsrons)
PurTenEY, Hart,

Hexsrerta Laura,
Baronefs Bath,

+ I am indebled to the Kindaefs of the bifhop of Salifbury (Dr. Douglas) for fome of thele
anecdotes, which relate to the eardy part of Mr. Pulteney’s I &
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literature 5 and being removed to Chrift Churchy Oxford, fo highly diftin-
cuifhed bimfelf by his talents and induftry, that he was appointed, by dean
Aldric, to make the congratulatory {peech to queen Anne, on her vifie to
the college,

I]wmn travelled through various parts of Europe, he returned to his
native countiy, with a mind highly improved ; and foon after his return,
came mito parhiament for the borough of Heydon, in Yuihihire, by the inte-
relt of Mr. Guy, his protector and great bepefaltor.

Being defcended from 2 Whig family, and educated in 1evolution prin-
mph.s the youny fcnator warmly efpoufed that party, and dnnng the whole
reign of queen Annc oppofed thic meafures of the Tories.

He fuft {poke in the houfe on the place bill, which he warmly fupported,
and fome amendments being made by the loids, the difcuffion was, by the
intervention of the miniftry, mﬂponcd for three days ; during winch nterval,
means were found to gain over feveral who had oppoied the bill, and the
amendments fermed likely to be carried.

The young fcnator, incdhgnant at this apoftacy, and iritated that feveral
had, in a few days, totally changed theit opinions, animadverted 1n a foew
words on f{uch political bafenefs; and alluding to Sir James Montague *,
who after having diftinguithed himfclf in oppofition to the amendments, now
voted for them, obferved, * Ccrberus has reccived lis fop, and barks no
more ;" a remark which firuck the houfe as ready and pertinent.

y He had formed a juft notion, that no young member ought to prefs into
bubhc notice with too much forwardnefs, and fatipue the houfe with long
orations, until they had acquired the habit of order and precifion. e was
often beard to declare, that hardly any perfon ever became a good orator,
who began with making afet {peech. He conceived that circumftances of
the moment Hlould impel them to the delivery of ftntuments, which fhould
derive their fenor and application from the courle of the debate, and not be
the refult of previous ftudy or invariable arrangement. »

Pulteney and his partifans accufed Walpole of being  a wretch who
could not raife £.100 upon his own fecurity ;" in the fame manner, the
advocates of Walpole accufed Pulteney, with equal inpuftice, of having re-
ceived favours and bribes from the crown, and of ingratitude in forfaking
the minifter, to whom he owed great: obligations. But both accufations
were equally devoid of truth. Pulteney inherited from his father a very con-

®: Afterwards {olicitor and attorney general,
fiderable
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fiderable eftate, and had from Henry Guy, the intimate fiiend of his grhnd-. Chapter 39
father, and guardian of his youth, and who had been fecretary to the treafury,  1731-

a legacy of £.40,000, and an eftate of £. 500 a year.© He reccived alfo

with his wife Anna Maria, daughter of John Gumley, of Ifleworth, a very

large portion, and irncreafed this property, by the moft rigid c:conomy,

which his enemies called avarice ; but which did not prevent him from per-

forming many adts of charity and beneficence. .

During the whole reign of queen Anne, Pulteney uniformly c¢(oufed the Parliamen-

fide of the Whigs ; and f{upported, both by his eloquence and fortune, the ®% condult,
proteftant fucceffion in the houfc of Hanover. On the profecution of Sa-
cheverel, he ably diflinguithed Inmfelf in the houfe of commons, in defence
of the revolution, againit the doctiines of paffive obedience and non-refiffance.
When the Tories came into power, in 1710, he was fo obroxious to them,
that his uncle, John Pulteney, was removed from the board of trade. He
not enly took a principal fhare in the debates of the four laft years of
queen Anne, while the Whigs were in oppofition, but was alfo admitted
into the moft important fecrets of his party, at that critical time, when
the fucceflion of the Hanover family being {uppofed to be in danger, its
friends thought themielves obliged to engage in very bold enterprifes to fe-
cure it. e was a liberal {ubfcriber to a very unprofitable and hazardous
loan, then fecretly negotiated by the Whig party, for the ufe of the Em.
peror, to encourage him to refufe co-opcrating with the Tory adminiftration
in making the peace of Utrecht. ;

On the profecution of Walpole for high breach of truft and corruption,
Pulteney vindicated his friend in a very elegant {peech ; and on his commit-
ment to the Tower, was amongf{t thofe who paid frequent vifits to the pri-
foner, whom he, with the reft of the Whigs, confidered as a martyr to
their caufc*. He alfo engaged with Walpole in defending the Whig ad-
miniftration, and wrote the ironical dedication to the earl ®f Oxford, pre-
fixed to Walpole’s account of the parliament, which I have before taken
notice of,

Soon after the death of queen Anne, and before a meflage had been re-
ccived from George the Firft, Pulteney, in anfiver to thofe who oppofed the
" claufe moved by Horace Walpole, for giving £. 100,000 far apprehending the
Pretender fhopld he land, or attempt to land, in any of the king's dominions,

¢ Pulteney's Anfwer.

Zz2 obferved,
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tbferved, ¢ That the proteftant fucceffion was in-danger, as long as there was
a popifh Pretender, who had many fitends both at home and abroad ; that the
late queen was fenfible of that dangcr, when (he iffucd her proclamation
againft him, and that the cafe was not altered by ber demife : that the nation
would be at no charge if the Pretender did not attempt to land, and if he
did, /. 100,000 would be well beflowed to apprehend him *.

His parhamentary abilities and uniformity of conduét gave him a very
honourable claim to diftinétion on the acceffion of George the Furft. Ac-
cordingly, on the king’s arrival, and before a meeting of tie new parliament,
he was appointed privy counfelor and fecretary at war, even in oppofition
to the inclination of the duke of Marlborough, who, as commander in chicf,
thougi'i't himfelf entitled to recommend to that pofl 4. He was chofen 2
member of the committee of {ecrecy, nominated by the houfe of commons
to examine and report the (ubftance of the papers relating to the pegotia-
tion for peace, and on the fuppreffion ot the rebelhon which broke out in
Scotland, he moved for the impeachment of lord Widrington, and oppofed
the motion to addrefs the king, tor a proclamation, offering a general pardon
to all who were in arms 1n Scotland, who fhould lay their arms down within
a certain time. .

He was at this period fo much connefted with Stanhope and Walpole,
that in allufion to the triple alliance between Great Britain, France, and
Holland, which was then negotiating by general Stanhope, fecretary of fate,
they were called the three grand allies ; and a proverbial faying was current,
“ are you come into the triple alliance }2"

But when Stanhope and Walpole took different fides, on the {chifm be-
tween the Whigs, when Town(hend was dimiffed, and Walpole refigned,
Pulteney followed his friends example, and gave up his place of fecretary at
war,

When Walpole made a reconciliation between the king and the prince
of Wales, and negotiated with Sunderlanl to form a new adminiftration, in
which he and lord Townthend bore the moft confpicuous part, then were firft
fown thofe feeds of difguft and difcontent which afterwards burft forth.

The anfes of this unfortunate mifunderftanding, may be traced from the
authority of the parties themfelves, or their particular friends. Pulteney
was offended becaufe Walpole had negotiated with the prince of Wales and
Sunderland, without communicating the progrefs to him, although he had

* Tindal, vol., 18. + Letter to Pulteney, p. 38,
1 Memours of the Efu and Condu& of Willam Pulteney, efq, ’: 17, 24
<
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told it to Mr Edgecumbe, who indifcreetly gave an account daily to Pul- ,Chapter 3q.

teney ¥.

Another caufe of difguft was, that Pulteney, who had hitlierto invariably
proved his attachment to Townfhend and Walpole, expeéted to rcceive
fome important employment, whereas he was only offered a peerage, and
when he declined it, more than two years elapfed, before any farther over-
tures were made ; and though Pulteney at length foticited 4 and obtained
the office of cofferer of the houthold, in the room of the earl of Godol-

phih, who received a penfion of £. 5,000 per annum to make way for him,
he deemed that place far below his juft expectationis.

Notwithftaading, however, thefe fecret caufes of difguft, Pulteney continued
to {fupport the adminiftration. On the communication of the plot in which
bithop Atterbury was invglved, he moved for an addrefs to congratulate the
king on the difcovery of fo dangerous and unnatural a confederaey, He
was chairman of the committee appointed by the houfe of commons in the
profecution ; and the report which he drew up on that occafion, is a mafter-

piece of perfpicuity and order.

But the di(dainful manner in which he

conceived he had been treated by Walpole, had made too deep an imnpref-
fion on his mind to be eradicated. Finding that he did not poflefs the full

® The account of this tranfo@ion is thus
given by Pulteney himlelf; feveral years after-
wards, when he was in the height of oppofi-
tion. * Yof fent to him one day, as he was
going out of town, defiring to fpeak with him,
that, when he came, you told him .of the re-
conciliation between the late k— and the
then p—— of W 5 and that a bargain was
made for thole 7¥#Aigs, who lrd refigned their
employments, to be put in Ein by degrees.
To this the gentleman replied, © #ho pray s
ity that hath kad axiherity to make this bavgain P
Your anfwer was, * done i with the mi- 4
niltry, aad it war infifed on that nibody but lovd
Townfhend fiouid know of the tranfaition. Nei-
ther lord Cowper, the Speaker, no- any one elfe
kueaw it ; and -tlerefon e we hope you will wot take
tt amifi, that Bravar kept fecrct e, b Nt
1.’ faid the gentleman, © dut I think 1t wery edd,
ihat any muﬁdd e to take a plenary ausy,
therity” wpon limfelf, to deal for fuck mumbe ¢ as
twere cancerned, in an qffair of this confeqlience =
¢ Wa Aaoe naty' jaid you Ig&',', t had our oron -
terefle alome i view. # litoe borgained fir all

% Au Anfwer to one Part of a lato infamons Libel,
RiTwe bonourable Patronty™ . 54, 55+

our friendsy, and s duc time they will Be provided
Sore I am to bey Taid you, at the head of the
treafury, Lord Sunderland had « preat defire to
retaum the difpofition of the fecret fervice money
te himfelf ; but I weuld by wo means confent to
that, knowing the chief power of @ minifter (and
1 prefume his profir alio) drpends om the difpo=
Jition of 1. You named f{everal otlers, who
were to come into employments; axd faid to
thiy gentleman, © We kiow, Sit, that ya do woh
value .any thing of that kind ; fo we have obtaimed”
a peerage for you,” It feems you did not, at
that time, pretend that the pestleman either ez-
pedeid, ar infified om any employment ; and there-
fore told hiny, that the king had confented to
make him a pgeer, ~To tlps the pentlenian re-
plied with fome warmth, * Sir, if ever T fhould’
be wean exaugh v fubmis to being {01d, I Bromife
you that you fhall néver have the felling of me.
A pecrage is what fome time o other. 5 may de
glal of accepting, for the fakeof my family; bur
I ol never chtain 1wt by any bafe wmcrledy or fube
it to have vt got for me on fuch terms By you *.'>
1+ Pulteney’s Antwer. .
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confidence of adminiflration, or difapproving thofe meafures svhich tended,
in his opinion, to 1aife the power of France on the ruins of the houfe of
Auftria, and which he thought facrificed the interclts of Great Britain to
thofe of Hanover, topics on which hie afterwards expatiated with great
energy and unufual eloquence in parliament, he became more and more
eftranged from his former friends, and expreffed his difapprobation of their
meafures both in public and private. At length, his difcontent arrived to
{o great a height, that he declared his refolution of attacking the minifter in
parliament.

Walpole perceived his error in difgufting fo able an affociate, and with a
view to prevent his oppofition‘to the payment of the king's debts, hinted to
him in the houfe of commons, that at the removal of either of the fecre-
taries of ftate, the niinifters defigned him for the vacant employment : but it
was now too late. To this propofal Pulteney made no anfwer, but bowed
and (miled, to let him know he underftood hits meaning *.

Puitene)r now came forward as the great oppofer of government, and his
firft "exertion on the fide of the minority, was on the (ubpe® of the civil
lift. A meflage being delivered from the king, by Sir Robert Walpole,
praying the commons to affift him in difcharging the debts of ‘the avil Iift,
Pulteney moved for an addrefs, that an account fhould be laid before the
houfe, of all the monies paid for fecret fcrvice, penfions, bountics, &c. from
the 25th of March, 1925. This addrels being voted, a motion was made
for the houfe to go into a grand committee, to confider of the king’s mef-
{age ; but Mr. Pultency reprefented, « That the houfe having ordered an
addrefs for feveral papers relating to the civil lift, and other expences, they
ought, in his opinion, to put off the confideration of the mcﬂ'agc, 11l thofe
papers were laid before the houfe; it being natural to inquire into the
caufes of a difealc, before remedies are applied.” This being oppofed by
Walpole, Pulteney replied, * That he,wondered howo great a debt could
be contrafted in three years time; but was not furprifed fome perfons were
fo eager to have the deficiencies of the civil lift made good, fince they and
their friends had {o great a fbare in it; and defired to know, whether this
was all that was due, or whether they were to expect another mckomug P
To this it was anfwered in general, “JThat there was indeed 2 heavy debt
on the civil lift, and a great many penfiong; but that moft of thefe had
been granted in king William and queen Anne’s seigns; fome by king
Charles the Second, aud very few by his prefent majefty. That, fince the

# Pulteney’s A:{fwer,. P 5L
eivil
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eivil lift was firft fettled for his majefty, an expence of above £. §o,000 per
annum had Happened, which could not then be forefeen, and therefore was
left unprovided for. That, upon examination of the account of the civil lift
debts, it would appear, that moft of thofe expences were cither for the necef-
fary fupport of the dignity of the crown and government, or for the public
good. That there was indeed a penfion of £. 5,000 of another nature, upon
the account of the cofferer’s place, but which could not well be avoided, for
both lord Godolphin, who was in that office, and his father, had fo well de-
ferved of the government, that they could not handf: remove him with-
out a gratuity, and therefore they gave him a penfion“of £. 5,000 10 make
room for the worthy gentleman who now cnjoys the pofl *.”

Pulteney oppofed the motion in every ftep, until the third reading, whcn
he voted for the payment of the king’s debts; and he himfelf thus accounts
for his condu& m this pdrticular: Thc late king had of himfclf, or as he
was advifed by his minjfters, frequently tried the gentleman on this point, and
ufed to perfuade him to be for it. ‘He ufed all the arguments he could;
urged to him all the motives he thought could poflibly cngage him, but all
to no purpofe. He continued inflexible. At length, the 47y {aid to him,

it is havd you will not let me be an homeff men, What would you, continued,

his majefty, think yourfelf of ome, who refufed to pay hus butcher, his baker, and
other honeft tradefmen ?—To this the gentleman veplied, not a little affected
with his majefty’s laft argument, God forbid that ke fhonld prevent his ma-
Jelly from atling fuch an honeff part. It was not his intewtion.  Hhat he
. meant to do was confifient with his duty as a fervant to his majefty, and ag ec-
able 1o his duty as a reprefentative of the people. - He meant only to cypofe
that unnecefflary profuffon which had been made in fecrel {ervice moncy,
penfions, &c. That the momey which flosld have paid his honeft tradefinen,
was by thefe means diverted. ~His view therefore was to get a cenfure of fuck
praftices,'and to prevent their becoming precedents; nor had he any defign
of depriving the koneff creditors of their juft debts; and this was the reafon,
when it came to the laft inftance, why this gent/eman voted for the queftion;
which his majefty underftood very well to be agreeable to the promifc he
had made, however myfterious it might appear to others, and which the
gentleman was fully perfuaded to be juft in itfelf, and conﬁﬁcnt with his
duty as & fervant 10 the crown +.”

. * Tindal, vol. ¥g.p. ¢2 '
1' Anfwer to ﬂwtg'lcmzn: 05;5 Craftfman’s Vindication of his T'wo honaurable Patrons,
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Period V. He was foon afterwards difmiffed from his place of cofferer of the houf-
1738101734 Ji0ld, and from this period entered into a fyftematic oppofition to the mi-
Difmifled.  nifter. Pulteney proved himfelf fo formidable, that Walpole again endea-

/voured to gain him over, and about the time of Townfhend’s refignation,

/ queen Caroline * offercd him a peerage, together with the poft of fecretary

2 tfgtf::;"ctf' » of ftate for foreign affaiss, if he would again join his old co-adjutor; but Pul.

flate. teney reje€led the offer, and declared his ﬁxed refolution never again to act
with Sir Robert Walpole.

The moft violen§jaltercations pafied in the houfe of commons between
them; their heat againft cach other {eemed to increafe in proportion with
their former intimacy, and neither was deficient in {arcaftic allufions, violent
accufations, and virulent invectives.

On the ninth of February, 1726, Pulteney made a plaufible motion for
the appointment of a committee to {tate the public debts, as the}f ftood on
the 2 5th of De¢eiber, 171.4, with the debts which had been ncurred fince
that time, till the 25th December 1725, diftinguithing how much of the
faid debts had been provided for, and how much remained unprovided for
by parhament. He was ficonded by Daniel Pulteney, and {upported by
Sir Jofeph Jekyl. In oppofition, Walpole endeavoured to fhew, that fuch
an inquuy was unreafonable and prepofterous, and that it might give a
dangerous wound to public credit at this critical junéture, when monied
men were already too much alarmed by the appearances of an approaching
war, urging, that in the prefent pofture of aflairs, the commons could not
better exprefs their love to their country, than by making good their pro-
mifes and affurances at the beginning of this {effion, and by raifing, with
the greateft difpatch, the neceflary {upplics, to enable the king to make
good his engagements, for the welfare of his fubjeéts, to difappoint the hopes
of the encmies to his government, and to repel any infults that mught be
offered to his crown and dignity. Barnard, member for the city of London,
confirmed the affertion of the minifter, as to the danger of increafing the
alarm of monied men, which had already fo much affected public credit, that
the ftocks had within a few weeks fallen 12 or 14 per cent. Sir Thomas
Pengelly having fpoken for themotion, Walpole again replied ; on which
Pultetiey declared, “ That. he made this motion with po other view, than to
give that great man an opportunity to (hew his integrity to the whole world,
which would finifh his fublimie character,” To this Walpole anfwered, “ That
this compliment would have come out with a better grace, and appeared
more fincere, when that fine gentleman had himfelf a fhare in the manage-

® From the carl of Orford. Life of bithop Newton.
: ment
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;ment of the public.money, than now he was out of place®. Such petu-
lant altercations between thefe two able (peakers, caufed much diffatisfaction
to thofe independent members wha withed well to the Hanover line,and who
.generally fupported or oppofed all queftions from convi¢tion, without heing
.influenced by party motives. This oppofition of Pulteney was fo apparcntly
dictated by perfonal refentment, that fevetal who would otherwife have con-
fidered the motion juft and reafonable, voted againft it. Many deemed it
ill-timed, and cal€ulated to hurt public credit, and to draw an odium on the
houfe of commons, and accordingly fupported the minifter ; for thefe reafons
the motion was negatived by 262 againit 89 4.

Pulteney now placed himfelf at the head of the difcontented Whigs; he,
in conjunéion with Bolingbroke, his ancient antagonifl, became the principal
fupporter of the Craft{man, to which paper he gave many effays, and furnithed
hints and obfervations. | i

At this period, Pulteney was greatly courted by the foreign minifters of

-thofe powers who were difpleafed with the meafures of the Britith cabinet,
and by none more than by Palm, the Imperial embaffador, who caballed
with the oppofition, and endeavoured to overturn the miniftry .

The controverly in 1731, which paffed between Pulteney and Walpole’s
friends and pamphleteers, widened the breach, and rendered it irreparable.
The Craftfman was full of invectives againft Walpole, and the meafures of
his adminiftration. In an{wer to this paper, a pamphlet was publithed
under the title of Sedition and Defamation Difplayed ; 1 a lerter to ths
author of the Craftfman, with a motto from Juvenal,

Ande aliquid brevibus Gyaris, £5 carcere dignum,

8 wis effe aliquis.
it contained a violent, and, according to the fpirit of the palitical pamphlets
of the times, a fcurrilous abufe of Pulteney and Bolingbroke. The cha-
raer of Pultency is pourtrayed in the colours of party, in a dedication to
the patoons of the Craftfman; ayd his oppofition is wholly attributed to
difappointed ambition and perfonal pique. In anfwer to this pamphlet,
which be fuppofed te be written by lord Hervey, the great friend -and fup-
porter of Sir Robert Walpale, he wrote, * A proper Reply #5 a late fourrilous
Libel, iutitled, Sedition and Defamation Difplayed, su a Letter 29 the Axthor ;
by Caleb D’ Amvers, of Gray's Inn, Efg.

In this pamghlet, Mr. Pulteney introduces the chara&er of Sir Rabert Wal-
pole, which it mt be comfefled does not yield, either in fcurrility or mifrepre-
fentation, to that of Pulteney, given in Sedition and Defamation Difplayed.

- . Qlapdier. ' 3 Letter from Palm ta the Emperar, De-
. % Thomas Bradrick to lor chareellor Mi- cemnbiriy, 1326, C ondence.
mm 10, 1726, Midleton Papers
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Tn this publcation, the author treated lord Flervey * with fuch contempt,

173001734 and lathed him with fuch ridicule, in allufion to his effeminate appearance,
=" a5 a fpecies of half-man and half-woman, which Pope, in his charatter of

® John lord Hervey, eldéft fon of John
the frft earl of Briftol, was born in 16g6.
He came hrft into parliament foon after the
acceffion of George the Firlt, was appointed
vice-chamberlain to the king in 1730, in
1733 was created a peer, and in 1740 was
conftituted lord privy feal, from which poft
he was removedgn 1742. He died in 1743.
He took a confiderable fhare in the political
tranfaftions of the times, and was always a
warm advocate on the fide of Sir Robert Wal-

Sporus,

ought to repair the injury that party has done
o %ome part of his character,” and in fadt, it
is neceflary; for never was man more expofed
“to ridicule, and lafhed with greater feverity,
than lord Hervey has been expofed and lafhed,
by the fatirical pen of Po ﬁwe may credit
the fatirift, who bas delineated his charaéter
under the name of Spgorus, he was below all
contempt ; a man without talents, and with-
out one folitary vifiue to compenfate for the
moft ridiculous fgibles, and the moft abandon+

pole. Tindal #

bas obferved, * that hiftory ed profligacy. -/
# Let Sporus tremble.~A, What, that thing of filk,
“ Sporus, that mere white cord of affes milk ?
» barire or fenft, alas | can dSporus feel ?
# Who breaks a butterfly upon a wheel ?
“ P. Yet let me flap this bug with gilded wings,
«t This painted child of dirt, that {tinks and fings &¢.
 Eternal fmiles bis emptigefs betray,
“ As fhallow ftreams run dimpling 2ll the way,
“ Whether in florid impotence he fpeaks,
 And, as the prompter breathes, the puppet fqueaks;
“ Or at the ear of Eve, familiar toad, ;
% Half froth, balf venom, fpits himfelf abroad, &c.
“ Amphibious thing! that afting either part,
% The trifling head, or the corrupted heart,
“ Fop at the tailet, flatt’rer at the beard,
“ Now trips a ladly, and now ftruts a lord.
# Eve’s tempter thus the Rabbins have expreft,
% A cherub’s face, a reptile all the reft,
“ Beauty that fhocks you, parts that none will truft,
% Wit that can creep, and pride that licks the duft.”

However I may admire the powers of the
fatirift, 1 neyer could read this paffage without
difpuft and horror ; difguft at the indeli
of the allufions, horror at the magfni of the
poet, in laying the foundation of his abufe
on the lowpft {pecies of fatire, perfonal invec-
tive, and what is flill worfe, on ficknefs and
debility, The poet has fo much diflorted this
rteait, that he has in one inftance made the
obje&t of his fatire, what ought to have been
the fubje& of his praile, the dgid abfli-
nenve to which lord Hervey unaltersbly ad-
hered, from the néceffity of preferving his

the p {5, and prevented the effelts of that
dfeadful difeafe. His daily food was a fmall
quantity of affes milk, and a flour bifcuit 4
once 3 week he indulged himfelf with eatin
an apple; he ufed emetics daily. To this rigi
abftemioufnefs, Pope malignantly alludes, when
hefays, *

@ T'he mere white curd of affes'milk.”
In thort, T agree with the ingenious editor of:
Pape, * Language cannot afford more glowin
or more forcible terms to exprefs the y
bitternefs of contempt. 'We think we are here
reading Milton agsinft Salmafivs, The millery.

health. Heryey baving felt fome at-  is carried to the very verge of raifing, fome‘wi
tacks of ilepfy, entered upon, and g- iy, ribaldry, He armed his mufe with a
fifted in % very #iét regimen, and'thus ffopt  fcalping knife,”

' ® Vol 200 p. 830

Huj
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Sporus, has no lefs ilkiberally adopted, that lord Hervey was highly offended,
a duel * enfued, and Pulteney flightly wounded his antagonift. It afterwards
appeared that lord Hervey did not compofe this pamphlet ; and Pulteney
acknowledged his miftake, and imputed it, without fufficient authority, to
Walpole himfelf 4-. o

As one great fource of obloquy vented by the minifterial writers againft
Pulteney, was his junction with Bolingbroke, who, when driven from his
country, had efpoufed the party of the Pretender, a letter, by Bolingbroke,
appeared in the Craft{man, of M2y 22, 1731, with the fi&titious name of Old-
caftle, which, after heaping many charges on the minifter, drew the characters
of Pulteney and Bolingbroke in a moft favourable light, and vindicated them

from the imputations of the writers on the fide of goveniment.
This letter produced ah anfwer, intituled, * Remarks on the Crafifman's

Vindication of his Two Honewrable Patrons, in his Paper of May 22, 1731.

Pay nobile fratrum ;
In which the two characters commended by the Craft{man, were attacked with
increafing afperity, and Pultency was loaded with the moft virulent perfonal

May we not afk, with the fame author,
# Can this be the nobleman whom Midleton,
in his dedication to the Hiftory of the Life of

. Tully, has fo ferioufly, and fo earnefllp
praifed, for his ftrong good fenfe, his confum-
mate politenefs, his real patriotifm, his rigid
temperance, his thorough knowledge and de-
fence of the laws of his country, his accurate
&ill in hiftory, his unexampled and unre-
mitted diligence in literary purfuits, who add-
ed credit to this very h:Hnry, as Scipio and
Lalius did to that of Polibius, by revifing 2nd
correéting it, and brightening it, (as he ex-

effes it) by the ftrokes of his pencil i”
mny we not alfo afk, Is this the noblema
who wrote fome of the beft pelitical pam-
pécls which appeared in defence of Walpole’s
adminiftration? who, though fomefimes too
fiorid and 'pompous, was a frequent and able
fpeaker in pacdiament, and who, for his poli-
tical abilities, was raifed to the poft of lord
privy feal? In truth, lord Hervey poffefied
more than ordinary abilities, and much clafi-
cal erudition; he was remarkable for his wit,
and +he number and wppefitenefs of his re-

Aéshwgm_mm and Sgure were at firft
anquuinta hiil':ly forb:ddi;&. Jet he feldom
w:mw ‘[ﬂfdf’ by
{atron, which Pope calls,

well whip'd cream of courtly common
~ Mu‘ hip'd f courtly

(%
an entertaining companion to thofe whom he

vely conver-

3Az2

wifhed to conciliate, Hence he conquered the
extreme prejudice which the king bad con-
ceived againft him, and from being detefted, he
became 4 great favourite. He was particulaily
agreeable to queen Caroline, as he helped to
enliven the umformity of a court, with {pright-
ly repartees and lively fallies of wit.

His coul and manly conduét in the duel
with Pulteney, proved neither want of fpirit
td'refent an injury, or deficiency of courage
in the hour of danper, and he compelled his
adverfary to refpeét his condu&, though he
had fatirifed his perforn.

His defeéts were extreme affectation, birter-
nefs of inveétive, prodigality of flattery, and
great fervility to thofe above him.

Horace,“earl of Orford, has given a lift of
his political writings, in the géa:alogug of
R:?ral and Noble Authors; and among the
Orford Papers, are draughts of feweril of thofe

mphletswhich were fubmitted to Sir Rabert

alpole. Some are corre®ed by him, in
others, the minifter made counfiderable addi-
tions. See Warton’s Pape, vol. 4 p. 44,
45, 46. Opinions of Sarah duchefs of Marl-
borough, Article, ford H 3

* An gceount of the.duel is given ina let=
ter from Thomas Pelham to earl Waldegrave,
January a8, 1931. Correfpondence, Period V.

t 1L was written by Sir William Younge,
fecretary at war, as he himfelf informed ¢
late lord Hardwicke.

abufe,
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Period V. abufe, by ranfacking his private life, prying into his domeftic concerns and

730to1734. family tranfaétions, by accufing hun of actieg folely from difappointment

==~/ and revenge, of bcing govcmcd by veteran Jacobites, of difrefpe&t to the
king, mgrantudc to the minifter, of fharing the bounties, and adding to the
penfions of the crown, and of having obtained the fee-fimple of £. 9,000
per annum, by the favour, indulgence, and affiftance of the minifter, whom
he had fworn to deftroy *. Perhaps-he would have acted a more prudent
and dignified part, in not making any reply to the inveétive of a parly pam-
phlet ; but, as he conceived it to have been written, or at leaft the mate-
rials to have been furnifhed by the minifter, his indignation was roufed, and
he publifhed an animated defence of himfelf and his own conduét, a
work to which I have frequently alluded, as containing much cusious in-
formation on the origin and progre(s of the quarrel betweén hmw %*
pole. - It is ftyled, An Anjwer 10 One Part of a late infamons Dibef,
“ Remarks on the Craftfman's Vindication of his Two Honourable Patrons ;'
whick the charaler and condué@ of Mr. P. is fully vindicated, Addreffi ng
it to Sir Robert Walpole, he fays of the pamphlet in which he had been fo
indecently abufed, * There are feveral paffages of fecres hiftory in it, falfely
“ ftated and mifreprefented, which could come from nobody but yourfelf,
“ You might, perhaps, employ fome of your mercenaries to work them up
¢ for you ; but the ingredients are certainly your own.”

In the courfe of the defence, Mr. Pulteney gives us his account of the con-
verfation about making him fecretaty of ftate, which he accufes Walpole of
having difclofed, and imifreprefented. And as Walpole had thrown out to
him the bait of the fecretaryfhip, to prevent, ¥ poffible, his oppofing the pay-
ment of the king’s debts, the fecret hiftory of that tranfattion, as faras Pulteney
was concerned, is laid before the public. Having gone through that part of
his defence, he proceeds, ““ Since now we are upon the heads of fecrer Aiffury,
whick you Kave opened, 1 muft explain ahother point in this gentleman's dg-
fence, concerning the reconciltation between his late majefty and the prefent
king, from whence it will appear, whether you or this'gentleman was moft
greedy of employments, and who difcovered the trueft zeal for the honour of
his prefent majefty +.”" That part of his feeret converfation which related to
George the Second, then prince of Wales, is here fubjoined.

« % But pray, 8ir (continued'the gentleman) fisce you acquaint me with-she terms
you have made for me, what are thefe you have made for the P—, who Aath
afed fo honourable and ftady a part to tiofe with whom ke engajed, and
who are mow in oppefition o the court ? To this you ' anfwered: with a {neer,
Why Heis 10 go 19 conrt again, and He will have kis pryMs-and ks GUARDS,

* P37 "% Aofwer to an infamous Libel, P 53 “ oy
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ond fuch pINE THINGS, At this the gentleman was aftonifhed, and thought
proper to prefs you a little further, by afking you, twherher the P— was to
be left regent agasn, as he had been when the king west out of Bupland ——Ns,
faid you, wrY sHovLp He? H%kar! replied the gentleman, have you flipu-
lated for a fhare of royalty for yourlelf, on the king’s departure, and is the P—
to live like a private fubjet, of na confequence in the kingdow ?—The gentleman
avers, upon his kowowr, that your an{wer was this.. He poes not bpE-
SERVE 1T.—WE HAVE DONE TOO MUCH FOR HIM; AND IF IT WAS
TO BE DONE AGAIN, WE WOULD NOT Do so MucH.—Upon this, the
gentleman went direétly to the P— (with whom M then had fome credit)
and humbly reprefented upon what terms the reconciliation was founded.
Hg told him that he was {old to his fatker's miniflers, by perfuns who cons
fidered: wmg put z&mﬁlﬂ: and . their own intergft, and were in hafte te
make their fortunes, This wis thought by him to have had. fome weight,
at that time, with the P—, though the gentleman did not think it proper to
tell him the whole that had pafied, and relate what you faid of him in {o un-
grateful a manner *.”

The difclofure of this fecret converfation, and of the contemptuous ex-
preffions which Walpole is faid to have uttered againft the king, when prince

of Wales, inftead of irritating him againft the minifter, only raifed his refent~ fell

ment higher againft Pulteney, Franklin, the printer of the pamplilet, was ar-
refted ; Pulteney's name was {truck out of the Lift of privy counfellors, and
he was put out of all commiffions of the peace -+, meafures which tended to
render the breach irrcparable. Such was indeed the bitternefs of party, and
the animofity againft the munifter, that Pulteney does not hefitate to declare,
that * the oppofition had come to a determined refolution, not toliften to any
treaty whatfoever, or from whomfoever it may come; in whiick the firfi and
principal condition flowld not be 1o deliver him up to the juflice of the country 1.

When fuch virulent mvc&wes were cafl on both fides, it was hardly po{l
fible to fuppofe that any compromife could be effeéted ; and Pulteney con-
tinued invariably to oppofe the meafures of Walpole, and was principally
inftrumeatal in driving him from the helm of affairs. But although in the
zeal of party,.and in the warmth of debate, thefe two great men reviled each
other with fo much acrimony, yet even in the, houfe of commons they fre-
quently entered into converfation on the moft amicable terms; and as
Pultency always, though in oppofition, fat on the treafury bench, thefe op-
portunikics weré vesy frequent. Dr. Pearce, bifhop of Rochefter, recorded
anpcdotes of their ealy manner of converfing, which reflets the higheft ho-
nout o0 both partiss,

® _Anfier to an infamous Libel, p. 55, §6. 4+ Tindzl, v. zo. p. 104+

4 Mr, Pulteney's Anfwer, p. 47. % Mr
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 Mr. Tulteney fitting upon the fame bench with Sir Rebert Walpole in the
houle of commons, faid, * Sir Robert, I have a favour to afk of you.” O my
good friend Pultency, faid Sir Robert, what favour can you have to afk of
me ? It is, faid Mr. Pulteney, that Dr. Pearce may not fuffer in his prefer-

‘ment for being my {friend. 1 promife you, returned Sir Robert, that he fhall

not. Why then 1 hope, faid Mr. Pulteney, that you will give him the
deanery of Wells, No, rcplied Sir Rabert, I cannot promife you that for
L, $or it 1s already promifed.’

Sir Robert having aftcrwards obtained for him thc deanery of Winchefter,
his friend Mr. Pultency} congratulating him on his promotion, (aid to him,
* Dr. Pearce, though you may think that others befides Sir Robert have
contributed to get you that dignity, yet you may depend upon it, that he is
allin all, and that you owe it entirely to his good-will towards you ;and there-
fore, as I am now fo engaged in oppofition to him, it may happen, that fome
who are of onr party may, if there fhould be any oppofition for members
of parliament at Winchefter, prevail upon me to at there in affiftance of
tome friend of our's ; and Sir Robert, at the fame time, may afk your affift-
ance in the ele@ion for a friend of his own, againft one whom we recom-
mend. T tell you, therefore, beforehand, that if you comply with my re-
gueft, rather than Sir Robert’s, to whom you are fo much obliged, I thall have
the worfe opinion of you. Could any thing be more generous to the dean
as a friend, or to Sir Robert, to whom in other refpects he was a declared
opponent *

CHAPTER THE FORTIETH:

1733

Falpole propafes to take Half a Million from the Sinking Fund, for the Service of
the current Year — Encroachments from its firft Effablifiment to this Motion.—
Oppofition 2o the Bill—Subftance of the Reafons op both Sides—It paffes the
Houfe.— Subfequent  Engroachments.— Beneficial Confequences w&xrﬁ would
have been derived from appropriating the, Produce to the Liquidation of the
Debt.—1ll Confoquences of alienating it.—Motives which induced the Minifler
10 take that Method of raifing Sumﬁe:.

HE laft accounts which I had octafion to give of the parliamentary

proceedings and domeftic events, were carried down only to May 1730.

The hopes of a divifion amongft the Whigs, and of the minifters, all gave
* Life of Pearcel

energy
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energy to the leaders of oppofition ; but the ill fucce(s of their cxertions,
and the uninterrupted quiet and profperity of the country, during the two
fucceeding years, render the domeftic hiftory barren ot events, and afford
little worthy of mention in the life of the minifter. But the fixth
feffion of the third f{eptennial parliament, which opened on the 17th of Ja-
nuary 1733, is diftinguithed by two meafures of Sir Robert Walpole ; of
which the firft, to take half a million from the finking fund, though con-
trary to the national intereft, was carried by a large majority ; and the fe-
cond, which was the excife fcheme, though evidentlgealculated for the ad-
vantage of the country, met with fuch violent oppofition, as induced the
minifter to relinquith it.

This chapter will be confined to the difcuffion of the important queftion
concerning the alienation of the finking fund ; a meafure which has incurred
the bitter cenfure of moft writers who have fpeculated on the fubjeét of
finance, and which feems to be the greateft blot in the adminiftration of the
minifter. In this difquifition, I (hall endeavour to ftate, the deviations from,
and encroachments on the finking fund, until it was finally perverted from
its original ufe, and inftead of being employed in the liquidation of the
national debt, became a fund for the current fervice of the year; to fhew
the beneficial confequences which would have refulted from following the
original defign ; and to confider the motives which induced the minifter to
counteratt his own great eftablifhment, and to entail a debt on the nation,
which, if it could not have been cntirely paid off, might at leaft have becn
confiderably diminithed.

When the houfe of commons pafied an at for the eftablithment of a
fund for applying the furpluffes of duties and revenues to the liqui-
dation of the national debt, called in fubfequent acts the finking fund, the
words to appropriate them to that purpofe were as ftrong as could be found,
5 and for none other sgﬁ.’, intent, or purpofe whatfoever .

During the whole reign of Gcorge the Firft, it was invarably appropriated
to its original purpofes, and rather than encroach upon it, money was bor~
rowed upon new taxes, 'when the fupplies in general might have been raifed,
by dedicating the furpluffes of the old taxes to the current fervices of the year *.
Even in the infancy of the eftablifhment, when its operations were neceffarily
very confined, great advantages were derived even from this {mall furplus;
the national intereft was immediately reduced from 6 to 5 per cent.;
£.75F%000 in old exchequer bills were paid off in 1719; and it appeared,
by thereport of the ‘houfe of commons, that from 1717 to 1728, it had dif~
chazged £ 2,698,416, and that.its averags amount was /. 1,200,000,

* ® Price’s Appeal un the National Debt, Singlairy p. 106,
B3
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Puried V. It had no fooner attained this progreffive power, than its operations were
73201734, fulpended. Between 1727 and 1733, feveral encroachments had'been made,
A . either by alienating the taxes which yielded the furplufles, or by charging the

ppropmiated . . :

o othur ufes, intereft of feveral loans upon the furplufles appropriated to the payment of
the debt. But although this meafure was in effe&t the fame as depriving it
of grofs fums (there being no difference between taking the annual intereft
of a fum, and that fum itfelf) yet as thefe encroachments were not literally
direct invafions of the fund, they fcem to have met with little oppofition.

Debates on However, in 1733 a@ open attack was made. Half a million being voted

tealiendtion: por the fervice of the enfuing year, the minifter propofed to take that fum
from the finking fund, and by that mcans to continue the land tax at one
fhilling in the pound; adding, that if this motion fhould be objeéted to, he
fhould move for a land tax of two fhillings in the pound, there being no other
means of providing for the current expences.

This motion juitly occafioned a long and violent debate, and the ftrength
of the argument undoubtedly lay on the fide of oppofition. The whole
fubftance of the reafons, which the minifter could urge in defence of this vie-
lation of his own principles, was the neceffity of giving cafc to the landed in-
tereft, and the dread of the public creditors to have their debts difcharged.
On this occafion he advanced this remarkable pofition, that the fituation of
the country, and the cafe of the public creditors was altered fo much fince
the eftablifhment of the finking fund, that the competition among them was
not who thould be the firlt, but who thould be the laft to be paid, an af-
{ertion, which none of the oppofition ventured to contradict, and therefore
may be confidered as true.  He alfo added, that altbough the finking fund
was eftablithed for the payment of the debts, yet it was ftill fubje to the
difpofal of parliament; and whenever it appeared, that it could be more pro-
perly and beneficially applied to fomne other ufe, the legiflature had a power,
and ought to difpofe of it in that manner.

On the other fide, the oppofitiod argued, that the facred depofit for
difcharging the debts and abolifhing the taxes, ought not to be applied to
any ufe, except in cafes of extreme neceffity, which were not now apparent ;
that the affenting to the motion was in faét robbing pofterity of £. 500,000,
and the progreffive intereft of that fum, for a trifling eafe to themfelves.
They reminded him of his inconfiftency, in deftroying his own darling pro-
Jeét, and undermining tire boafled monument of his own glory; and Sir
John Barnard emphatically urged, “ that the authm‘ of foch an expedient
muft expelt the curfes of pofterity.”

. Thefe arguments, however, did not affeét the dccn'ion of the houfe of
commons. The influence of the minifter, aided by the co-operation of the

4 landed,
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landed; monied, and popular interefts, triumphed ,over oppofition ; and the
amotion was caried.by a majority.of 110 voices, 245 againf 135,

by

Chapter ¢
1738

"Fhe praéice of alienating the ' finking fund having been once fan@ioned ‘svmmd

by parliament, was continued without intermiffion. In 1734 £.1,200,000,
or the whole produce of the year, was taken from it ; in 1735 and 1736, it
was anticipated and mortgaged. “ Thus expired,” obferves Dr, Price, perhaps
with more enthufialm than truth, * after an exiftence of a few years, the
Ginking fund ; that facred blefling (as it was once thought) and the nation’s
only hope. Coyld it have clcaped, it would long before this time have eafed
Britain of all its debts, and left it fafe and happy.”

In regard to the beneficial confequences which muft have refulted from
the due admuniftgation of the finking fund, many words are not wanting to
prove that point. Without eftimatigg the advantages as highly as the oppo-
nents of the minifter, or Dry Price, it may fairly, bg infgrred, from the ftate-
ment of Walpole himfelf, that had the produce been applied to that purpofz,
trom it$ firlt eftablilhnent in 1716 to 1739, the year in which the war with
Spain commenced, that more than 20 millions of the national debt might have
been eafily paid off, whereas only £. 7,190,740 were difcharged, *. i

The ill copfequences te the public of alienating the finking fuﬂda (aze fa
notprious and evjdgnt, that it is not my intention to juftify Sir Robert Wal-
pole; on the contrary, he deferves, and has fufficiently incurred the cenfure .of
pofterity, who have {uffered by this meafure. But while we blame this con-~
dué in its full latitude, let us not follow the example of thofe {peculative
writess, who do not fufficiently weigh exifting circumftances, negle& to con=
fier the tempgr of the times apd the fituation of the country, and who judge
of the meafures purfued by government in 1733, from thofe ‘which jrave
been purfygd in fubfequent times, In juftice to the memory of a minifter,
who feetns to have facrificéd every, object for the prefervatitn of inferion
tranquillit n{@_cxta_‘g_al peace, let us confider the !:notivcs which induced him.
tQ B;oaogg the alisogtion of the finking Yund, which cannot be better illuGy
;Mﬂh&:w ords of a yery judicious writer on finance.

“ & WEonps t;;;;. ;a:hm‘gm 4 but onl vety. snd s to the payment of débis, baare
¢ 4 calentations at Chratnms 13 per cent, it would (n the prefept
rroneod Ioht Rweo byen Tal 33 ‘é‘ﬁ bave completed the retlcllﬂ.-tlmftff

b ryhard oy ol

n  dife one hundred and Gury eulbpns of —debyy
ferves, * Had & % the lz’nr 1732, been Meaying the publig, during this whele gerion-in
alipwes ta fesfieyand thes (except from  poffifion 'of bl the furpliiits whish have anifn
I j ,) and been ape  In TevAuig peyond a2 894, ;hc;g

thegric'y YW e pay-  thofe produded by merlunl?" '
ment of debts, beanng 4 per cent. interefl, § Prceon Apnwiies, vul. 5. p 120,

#ov, 1. 38 " Thefe
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Peried V. * Thefe Meps of adminiftration I ncither cenfure ar approve of. I mufl
73201734, {uppofe every ftutefittan to have good reafefls for dving what-he does, unlefs
Cea— ¥ can difbover that s motives are bad. May not the landed imtereft, who

eoitpofed the parliament, have infifted upon fuch a diminution of . their
‘foad 7 May not the proprietors of the public debts have infifted, on their
fide, that no money out of the finking fund fhould be thrown into their
hands, while the bank was making loans upon the land and malt duties at
3 per cent.? Might not the people have been averfe to ad augmentation
of-taxes ? When three fuch confidefable interefls concur in a {cheme, which
in its ultimate though diftant confequences, muft end in the notable preju-
dice of pérpetuating the debts, although opportunities offer to dimnifh
‘therh, what can govesement do? They muft fubmit ; and, which 1s worlc,
¢y cannot well avow their reafons. o

“ $uch combinatods mault oteur, and frequently too, invevery fate loaded
ilﬂx debts, where the body ot the peqple, the landloeds, and the creditors,
find an adwmag: in the non-payment of the national debt. It is for this
bafony £ lmagné, the beft way to obviate the bad canfequences of fo ftrong
an inflmep in pagliament, would be, to appropriate the amount of all fink-
ing fupdd' in fucha manner, as to \E’t lt out of a mation’s gwcr to mifapply
thernr, and by this means force them e either to retrench their extraordinary
eiﬁencec, or to impofe bakes for defraying them *.”

Popularity of  + Thefk obfervations are prefeftly juft, and cdnfonant to the {pirit and tem~

the meafure.  qr of the times ; nor did any meafure of Walpole’s adminiftration more con-
¢iligte the favour of the landholders, momed men, and people, than the
dienstion of the firking fund, {o juftly deprecated by pofterity, yet fo much
applauded by his contemperaries,

For a long period after the acceflion of George the Firft, the greater part
of the land::d intereft had uniformly oppofed government.. With a view to
ingratiate the new family with thefe perfons, who formed a large party in the
Hotfe of commons, the miniffer had Jowersil the land tax fo shyee and thed
to two fhillings in {:he pound, R:Ed this meafiare had given the sliminiftation

ularity, t had mbﬂ'. e ﬂleq t.he. tion, brought

m ﬁy friends to government ;. and it was t ﬁad‘ﬁy Heney. uid
k4 g henfe of coruibns, mmipmcﬁ niay talk as they pwe of what w
an fay,.that m.»ﬂphm‘; ‘where I

* Goenarty hﬁ:ht(i:conomy, vol. 2, pege 395





