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ftacles in the way of the pacification, for the purpofe of bringing on age
ner.d war. which was the great objeCt of his willies. The Elllpewr bch:lXCU 
peevilhly to England , and pl'c(umptuoufly to the States, who were diOat i~fild 
with him. and fufpicious that England was aCting in Concert with him La 

their prejudice. 
The fituation of :1ffJ.irs in Holbnd inijlired cardinal Fleury with (uRi

cient rcfolution to urge, in a pri,·;!te kiter to Horace Walpole, a hea,'y ac
cuGltion againft him and the PCnfiO[l:l.fY. for having ui\'uigrd the feerct cor
reij"l\} ndl'r..~·C. amI to junify !limfd!" in his rcfu!:1i to comply wiLh the condi 
tlom of the plan j :llld he added, that lh t! puhlic:l.tion of rhe plan had !":tift'd 
(llch im.lign;ll'ion in the whole council , that be coulLl not venture to avow or 
cfpoufi,- it. The main "iew of this lett er was to cloft: the ICnct corrdjlon
lienee with Horace \Vnlpole; to fen'c:'Is a preliminary to the anfwer of the 
allies, wilo r~jcClcd the terms of pacification propofeJ by the m:l.ritime 
power~, and to juflify another campaign, which WJ.S opened with redoubled 
exertion. 

Thus entleulhis important negotiation, in which cardinnl Fleury, or mlher 
Cilauvclin, who governed the cardinal , deceived the Britirh cabinet, lured 
the Dutch with the hopes of a pacificatioll, and prevented them hath from 
taking fueh vigorous meafures as would have flopped the allies in the career 
of conqudL 

Yt.:t cardinal Fleury docs not (cern to deferve the reproaches for duplicity 
which were now l:lVillllxl upon him. 'vVc are too apt to eaimatc tilt: ('ondm'l 
of other nations, from what paffes in our own, without duly confidering the 
p eculiar fituiltion and circumfl;lm,:c$ of thole with whom we arc negotialing, 
alld without knowing the rcal flate of the public opinion, which every mi
nifler, even in the moft defpotic counl"rics, is in fome meafure obl iged 10 con
fuJt. The real truth feelUs 10 be, that lhe Englirh cabinet cxpcded terms 
from France which could not bl.! complied with; that cardinal Fleury was 
probably fincerc in his firft on:rtures lor peace, bul was pcr/uaded by the 
rcprt'£cntations of Horace \Valpole, who had g:lincd great akcndancy oVer 
him during his embaffy al Pari", to au'cdc to conditions, which he could not 
aftcIwards venture to propufe to the king and counci] of France. That on 
faber refiettion) he conceived it highly difhonourable in Louis the Fifteenth 
to defert Stanil1aus, in fupport of wItom the war had been undertaken, 
mer.cly to obtain the transfer of fame dominions in Italy to Don Carlos and 
the k.ing of Sardinia, without either effecting th is objeCt. tak.ing vengeance 
OD thofe wbo prevented it, or obtaining fame acquifition which might ferve as 
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a.n indemnit y for the expencc, of the war. and jufl:ify to the people in France. 
the derellttion of the cauli: for which hoflili t ies had been undcrtaJ...en. 

The ohil't l of ~p:lin was to drive the Emperor from Italy; the king of 
SMdima expected t he whole Milane[t ; while France. under the malk. of mo
drmt;on and profcffions of d jfinterefied nefs . aimed at the acquilition of 
L oraine. 

To reconcile fuch j:ming intcrefl:s. and to eft(£t a gene r:!.i pacification, wa~ 
not in the power of' a dividctl cabi net, whofe menfures flu tluated wit h con
tinued verfatilit),. Orders were occ:!.fionally given by lord H arrington, in 
conformity to the fent iments of the king, and contrary to thofc. of the IirO 
minifter. Thcrc orders were fometimes oppofcd, or a t leJ. fi: fccre lly COU ll

teraCted by Walpole; ei th er by himfclf, in hi s pcrfonal conference .. with the: 
ki.ng al\d 'lucen, or by means of the fuggdtions made by Horace \Valpolc. 
in his privatc corrdj)Qndcnce wil h the <]Ut'c n, or by the agcnq of the du"-c 
of Nl'wLdllc. who at this period was dc\'oted to him. VJ.riou ~ inflrudion .. 
were conveyed to die fore Ign minillcrs. each cont rJ.ry to the other, a<; tile ill . 
c1inat ions of [he king and lort! Harringlon in favour of Wlr, or the p:Kifil.. 
ft'n limcnts of the firO: minifte.r, gained the afcenuane),. 

The king W:l.S fo highly di fpleafl.:d wi th the refufl! of the minifi:crtocntcr 
into the Wlr, and glve fueh unequivocal figm of his difpleafuTC, that quem 
Caroline could not venture to attempt openly to promote or Jufi:if}' his. mea· 
[urcs, but with :l view to exculpate hi <; conduCt. artfully lIm.::w the bhmc o n 
Horace \ Valpole, whom fl u: often f:llht'u in t he king.· .. prcft: ncc as t he prin
cip:ll caufc of the inaCtivity of England, and hinled thal hi~ brolht' r had 
been directed by hIS advice, influence. and known interference in foreign 
affairs 

• H Qrace W alpole'! Apology. Walpole P;lJ>en. 
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CBAPTER THE FORTY· FIFTH ; 

Event oj t"~gtjleral.EI/!Rjoll5 .-Metti)Jg a/the new PnrliamcJlr.-Prouedillg.I.
Pi orogaliM.-Dijfcrmcc bet1.tJl'cJJ Spaill fwd P O) Il1gn/-ot{;ly7ed k'l lilt armed 

lvII'dialiOIl oj EllglaIJd.-Prog'"ifl of HojIilities bel1Ucm ,lIt: AI/iI's allti th~ 
Emperor.-Dcldd 0/ ,Ill' '/Joriom Ncgotial;f./ /lJ u 'hich led to Ihe Co,u/J!/iou of 
the PrdimillarieJ.-Killg'J Spmh.-UnanimiIJ of Parlial11i:II/ , i" regard /0 
Forci£1I Affairr. 

T HE minifl:cr and h is friend s laboured u nder great diradv:mtage~. and 
had many difficulties to encounter in the m:lnagcm cl1t of the general 

eldl.ions. The inaEt iviry anu neutrality of England, became a matt er of 
popular infamy j and even men of profdfed impartiality. fcvercly ccnfuTL-d 
the miniflcr, by whofe influence the inci inJotiollS of the king and the cabinet 
t o affillthe houfe of Auftria were rdhained. The common topics of want 
of f}lirit , and the dercli Et ion of n:l.lional honour, had great cffed: in 
exciting uifccmten ts, while the advantages der;vcd from the continuance 
of peace to trade, manu£1.{turcs, :lIltl agricuhurc. being tacit ly progrcffi\·e. 
did not immediately at tratl: public attention, or proch re their dcfervcd 
~pplaure. The rapi.d fucce(s of the French and Sp:mifh arms, and the 
humiliation of the houfe of Aufhia. incrc.:&d the national difliltis(at1:ion. 
But above all , the excife fcheme had excited ill humour and "iolcnt cla
mours. and it feems to havr. been ill jutlgcd in the miniller to inrroduce 
it fa iliort a time before the difiolution of parliament. It was more parti
cularl y offenfive in Scotland, where [he frauds in the cuftoms were m'lre 
extenfive than in EngJand. The greater part of the Whigs in Scotland were 
irritated againft the court, an<.l a large number manifefted their diffatif
faCtion. in the manner of their oppofition on the eleCt ion of the uxteen peers. 
Several of the Prefuyterians were averfe t o the minifter for the continuance 
of the tefr aft. the repeal of which. notwithfbnding repeated declarations 
of his private g~ willies, he ha.d never promoted . 

Walpole embarked in fupport of hili friends in many expcnfi\'e conh,!lc;. 
and 
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:t1l<..1 ex~ndcd:l large fum ont of his own private fortune·. The expenees 
of the contelled clctl ion for the county of N orfolk amounted to £.10,000, 

and yet lI e fJik-d of (uC'cds. The Iwo candidates, M orden and Coke, who 
flood for th(' \Vhig inlcrcfl , :llld whom he fur rorted, were fupplantecl hy 
Bacon amI \Voodhou(c, who were fa .... oun:d by the Tories. In con(equcllcc 
of thdc t1 iflic ulties and defeats ill his own county, th e return of members 
who lupportl'd his admiuillr.l lian wa1 inferior in number to thofe who fJ.t 
ill the lail parliament. 

The new parliament affemblcd on the 14th of j anu:l.ry, The fj)eeC'h from 
the throne alluded to a plan. formed in concert with Holl and , to be oflcred 
I\S a bafis for a genef:l.1 negotiation. ment ioned the trcaty witb Denmark, allli 
concluded by obfcrying,. that while W.lr w .... raging; in EUlope, it would be 
propi:r for Gn:-:tt Britain to maintain her(df in a pollure of defence. 

The oppofilion 10 (he addn f~ , propolcu by the m iniflcrial party in bot h 
houfl''', w:\., \·d"llv.:nt 111,1 1 ;~·nn id;,\lJk . The :lOluldmlnb pwpofed by op
poRtion, were rllppbrtcd wi th gll"at abihty, am i tIle divifiOll<; uf tht: an( i ~ lIli ~ 

ninerial pari)' were in the upper haule 37 againfl 87, and in the commons 
J 8.~ againll 26,5. 

During thi s td1ion few dehates of importance o('curred . amI none which 
pCl'fon:lIlyaficdctl the miniller. Although he permitted feveral mOlioll!>. made 
by Oppolilion, to paf~ without a diviGon , and in the contcfled eb .. 9:i'lns as 
many were carried againfl: :1." for adminiflrat ion. yet the materi.li point<; pro~ 
polcd by government were nccl"dcd tn. The fubtidiary t n:a~y with Dcoma!k 
was appron'd; £" 794,529 was granted for the Iaml fervic!.!, and 30,000 I~ :\ nli..'n 
were voted. 

The attention of the houle oflon.h was occupied by a petition from {l'vCTal 
Sco tch peer", complain ing of undue influence in till: t:let1:ioll of tk (j}" t e~'Il. 

Tile mininer wa~ acC' uicd of engaging \")tC':l hy "arious ;'IllS of corruption, 
and ofon:rawing the eleCtor" by !i 'c pretence of troops .. Th .? print:il'.d per .. 
li-..os \'ihn condutfcd th is :lttat:k, W (.(C (hole who h~d been deprived of th eir 
l'l.Irc", hut though it was ma.nagl"d with great add rels and a{peril y, it tcr
nlmalcJ in his fa,your. The Hre.ngth of the oppofit ion was provctl by t.he 
fil1alln~r:. of the mJ.jorit)'. which on the firfl ,hvifiun W~ 90 ag.linH 4 7. and 
on the fccond. 7::; agai nfl: 39. T .vo VIOlent protefts were entered, the firfi: 
figncd by 33, (iIe fecond by 32 peer:. t. 

The fcffioh was d oled by IJrorogation on Ii1C 1st h of May, when the kin~. 
in his f{X'ccl! from the throne, expretfcd hi::. intention of vifiting his Gc]'m~n 

• Etough fay' f.. 60,000, t Lonh' Debatc,. 
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dominions, and appointing the queen regent during his abfence, of whore 
juft and prudent adminiftration, he had on the like occalion h3.rI upc:riencc. 
U Let me," he concluded," earnefl:ly l'ecommend it to you to render ihe 
burthen of this weighty truR: as cary to her as poffible, by maJcing it your 
connant ftudy and endeavour, as I am fure it is tour inclination, to preferve 
the peace of thl:: kingdom, and to difcountenancc and fupprefs all attempts 
to mire grouridle(s difcontents in the minds of my people, whore happinefs 
has always been :lOd (han continue my d<lily and uninterrupted cart: -.'. 

The fec~t correfpondence with cardinal Fleury was fcarcc:1y elared, when 
3. diijJU le between Spain :Iond Po;tugal brought on another (eries of intricate 
negotiations, and threatened. to (pread !till Wider the horrors of war t. 

John the Fifth, king of Portugal, had eCpoufed the archduchcf.~ Mary 
Ann, filter of the Empelor iCharles the Sixth, and his conned:ion with the 
hou(e of AuO:.ria, had incrcafed the hatretl which his family bore to France. 
F or fame time after the peace of Utrecht. a great coolnefs had taken place 
between him and P.hilip the Fitth, rhe natunl confequence of fituation and 
connefrions. At length the jealoufy and rtvaHhlp which had fo long fub
fifted between them;in Come meafure fubfidcd. and the two courts had been 
reconciled by a double marriage between Ferdmand. prince of Afturias. and 
Barhara, infanta of Portugal, and between Joteph, prince of Brafil, and the 

. infanta of Spain. But this maniage did not long operate in prcfen'ing har~ 
mooy, and a diplomatic difputc nearly produced an open rupture. 

The fen'ants of Don Cabral de Belmonte, the Portugucfe minifter at 
l\1adrid, being accufed of having violently rcfcuetl a malefaCtor from the 
officers of juilice, were arrdled and carried to priCon. The _minifter having 
complained of this inCult, as an infraction on thi law of Mtions. Wl15 w.:1rmly 
fupported b), his court; at the fame time the Spnnilh ealbafi"ador at Lifbon, 
demlJollded fatisfo.ction for the behaviour of the Port'Ugucfe minif1:er. but 
ioftead of obtaining redrcfs , he had the mortification of feeing nineteen of 
his own domeftics arrefted and Cent to priCOD; and as neither court wObld 
~ the fatisfaflion reciprocaUy dem:mded,aothe two minifl:ers retired from 
their ref Five embaffies, and both nationl prepared for immedi:lte hofti~ 
litLes. ~ 

• 
~. ]outt\'I.I. 
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Pmod VI. Don Az~cdo, em"oy from the king of Portugal. nrrived at London, to 
173410 '117' folicit, by virtue of the fubfifting treaties, and particularly that of 17°3. the ~ 
'- _ • afliftance of England. in favour of the king of Portugal, againft an attack 
Claims the I wliich he apprehended f~om Spain. To this demand the king retul'lntd for 
~:l1bJ~~ o,f an(wcr, that he would. agreeably to the honour of his engagclllcnts, imme~ 

g I diately, in conjunition with the St!ltes General, interpafe his good Offil;CS, and 
that in the mean time, to (ecure Portugal from any boftile attempt, efpecially 
againtl the Bra'lil fleet, which was dlen upon its return , a fuong fquadron 
Ihould be (ent to Lifuon; aclvifing the king of Portugal at the fame time to 
(hew a. readinrfs in bringiog this difputc t~ an accommodation. 

lno;..intd to This ad"ice was by no mC.lns acceptable to the king of Portugal: he had 
the Emftcror. (ten with :ljtalom eye the recent fucce!fes of the Spaniards ill Italy; he had 

beheld, not without regret, an advantageous peace which Philip had latdy 
conCiuJed with the Moo~, and be expeCl:ed, pr'rliaps, that Spain would again 
revive their pretention:) on Portugal. which, notwithftandmg all renunciations, 
l1ad never been linct:rcly rclinqui(hed. During the war he had uniformly 
efpoufed and approved the conduCl: of the Emperor; and pcreans of aU ranks 
and dillin8:ions in Portugal, had cxprcfied their willies in favour of the fame 
cau~. He was frill farther ex:\(perated againfl:: the court of Madrid', by the 
repeated complaints made by his fa ... ·ourite daughter Barbara., of th~ ill treat
ment which fhe received from the queen of Spain. Thefe concurrent cir
cumftances roufed the refentment of John the Fifth, a prince of great fpirit. 
and his violent temper was irritated to (I;ch a degree, that he was eager to 
commence hofl::ilities againft Spain, &nd warmly folicited both the king of 
England and the Empt'ror to conclude an oft'enfive alliance. He faid· to 
lord Tyrawley. the BririUl eOlbaffador at Lithon, the time was now arrived 
to reduce PhiJip to rcafon; that fo {avourahle an opportuoit}' would never 
again occur; Spain was left in fo defenceleis a nate by the numerous armies 
employed in Italy, that a fmaU num~r of Portuguefe would overrun the 
COUClry without oppofition; .and thAt the Britifh fleet would prevent the 
~turn of the Sp&nifh troops. ltaly. Hi, confidential minifte~ pu~y 

~pril i7' declared, that if manifeftos £ttim the prioce of Anuria! were difpeifed, in
viting the Sp~iards to {hake off the.tyranny of the queen, and the incapa
city of the king, the Whole kingdom would rife in his favour; and witH a 
view to induce Eagland to embrace this meafure, it w.a5 urged, that if th\= 
attempt of the prince of Aftunas fucceeded, Philip would be compelled ta. 
naWois troop, from Italy. for tho defence of his own kingdom; and that 

• WaliOlc Papen. Lard Tya.w1ey to Lbcduk~'of Ncwcarue,.May 19. 17.1$. 
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the fOf-CC of the allies would be Co much weakened, that the Im~ri:ll troops 
rrughl again acquire the alcendancy, and the haute of '&urbon be fruftratL-d 
in its attempts to lower tht: houle of Auf1:ri:l. 

Thefe negotiations concerning the difputes between Spain and -Portugal, 
were neceffarily blended with thofe between the Emperor and the allies. 
The Emperor receivc:d the offers of Portugal with avidity, and gave un
boonded promifes of the moft effectual affiftancc, trufting that jf hoftilitie!' 
!bauld take place between Spain 3Jld Portugal, England would be drawn 
into the quarrel, And a general war would be the unavoidable confequence. 
So great was the difficulty of reconciling two courts. both remarkable for pride 
and etiquette. and two fovcrcigns equally intemperate ill their anger, and 
fo impoffible did it appear to forefee the confequences or contrau l the events, 
that :1 general and bloody war feemed almofl inevitable. Affair-, wore fa 
gloomy an afj?r:fr, that HOJaCe Walpole • fay~, in 3. Jetter to hi~ brother. 
(hI own I fee no(rung but black douds gathering on all fides: I don't fce a 
my-m.light to difpcrfe them," 

But Sir Robert Walpole did not behold things in fu difcouraging a 
light , and the BritiCh cabinet. directed by him, aCted with no leis filirit 
than caution. In the beginning of June, 0. fquadran of twenty.five lhtps 
of the line and fcv~ral frigates failed from Portfmouth~ under the com
mand of Sir John Norris, and arri\'ed in the port of Lifbon. The deftina_ 
tion of this fleet made Il {hong [cnfation at Pari! and Madrid, a.nd gave 
great weight to t\lC :rrmed mcc\iation of England. Cardinal Fleury wu 
particularly alarmed; he reprcfented to lord Waldegrave t, in a mull: pa
thetic manner, that when the king of Portugal fhould fee fa terrible oj/eel as 
twenty-five men of war, come to his affiClance, he would reject all offers at 
mediation, the friends of the Emperor at Li{bon would encourage him to 
attack Spain, Spain would be defended by France, and Portugal by England, 
and a general war, of which no one could fee the bounds or calculate the ef
fects, would be tbe inevitable conr~nce. The Britifh cabinet waa not 
affeCted !-'ith there remonftrances i the {quadran wes not withdrawn, but 
a ftrong reprefentation was made to the courts of Spain and France, that ita 
object .... only to protect the trade of the Englifh fubjects,)Uld to. def""d 
the coaf\: .. 00 commerce of Portugal againft Any attempt ~ that Sir John 
Noms wu irrluuCted not to act offenfively, nor to encourage or affift the ~ 
of Portugal in otfenfive meafwes t . 

• April 2,lh. '735, Corrd"pandcnee. ! Mr. lCeellt to ttle duke of Ne'ttcaftlt-. 
t Earl of Wddegrave to the duke of New~ jUbe 9th, 171 c\ K.eene Papm . 
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Tni~ fpiritcd conduct rendered the miniftry ext~mely popular in England, 
and greatly contributed to rcO:.orc the tranquillity .of Europe·, Spaia 
having:1t firft declined (he proffered interpofition, propo[ed at length to n:fer 
the deciHon of the diffcrtnces to England aCid France j and Portugal, after 
making incftcCl:ual endeavours to prevail on Engb"d to ad otfcnfively, 
finally aC(luicfced in the mediation of France and the maritime powers. 
H oll.ilitics, though began in America againft the Portuguefe colony of St. 
SJ.crament, never reached Europe i a convention, figned at Madrid, in July, 
1736, unde:r the mediation of the Englinl. French. and Dutch pknipoten
llanes, was followed by a peaoe. concluded at Paris, by which all differences 
were adjufted t. 

A {hart time before the Portuguefe minUter folicited the affiltance of 
England, the Imperial court delivered an anfwer to the plan of pacifica
tion. but this anfwer was only provifiona.l. and not fufficiently explicit. and 
tIle acceptance of the armiClice wus reClrninoo to fuch conditions ;lS rendered 
it inadmlffible. It concluded by exhorting t be maritime powers to make 
fueh preparations as to be in readinefs to ad: offcnlivdy if the allies lhould 
reject the plan. The Emperor t. at the fame time, ftated the right which 
he h.1d acC]uir~d. as weli by the treaties made in J 73 i . as by his conduCt: 
flnce that period. to the friend lliip and affiftance of the maritime powers, 
againft the unj un attacks and ambitious views of the boufe of Bourbon §, and 
made die moft bitter reflections upon the unmanly and pufillanimous part, 
wbicb thofe powers, efpccially the Dutch, had hitherto acted £ince the rup
ture. k was now evident that the Emperor would not hearken to any over
tures of accommodation from the maritime powers, unlers they promifcd to 
affift him. if the allies rejeCted the plan. They deemed it necdfary tberefore 
to declare,..in tbe moll: pofitive terms, th~t they would not all any confKiera
tjon engage in the war _ and to reprefent to the Imperial court, the ncccffity 
of entering into a particular accommodation with Spain or France; wilh 
Spain, by giving in marriage an archd~chcE to Don Carlos, or witb France,. 
by exchanging Loraine for Tuftany. To this reprefentation nOo"!:immcdiate 
anfwer was given. ~ 

The notification to tbe Imperial court, in anfwer to the memorial de· 
livered by Count UJefeldt, that England and Holland declined taking a. 
part In the war, was received at Vienna with the ftrongeft fympioms of iura 
prife and defpondency; all that Mr. Rob;nfoo could draw from them, was 
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fullen and abrupt declarations of aftonifhment and affiitlion to fee the Chlpter 04!. 
Emperor thus a.bandoned by the very power from whom he principally and 11]S!O 173" 
(oleIy.expeCted affifiance. Bartenlldn·, the confidential, though fuborrii9ate '_ -.-,*" 
minifter of Charles the Sixth, raid, that Europe was loft, tlie EmP'=ror was the 
firft facrifice. He '-new, were he F.mperor. what party he fhould take; 
he would let things follow their own courfe. The war would end of itfdf 
for want of matter to feed Ibe flame. The enemies of the hauet of Auftria 
would wrely not require Vienna; with his hereditary countries the Emperor 
would frill be (uffiGiently great for bim(elf, though not urdul to others. 

Prince Eugene alfo obferved. that the wifeft menJure which the Emperor 
could foUow,.was to recal all his forces into his ht.'rcdit:uy dominions, and 
Cuffer France to take the ren, if the maritime powers had no concern for 
them. But it was count SinlZ.endorff. who on thil. as on all other oeC:l.fions, 
wed the moO: violent expreffions of paffion and fury " Having alked the 
Brilith. minuter. if there were no [uccours. to be expeCted. and receiving for 
an[wer, that in all probability there were flone. he' exclaimed, .. What a 
fevere [entenee have you paff'ed upon the Emperor! No malefat10r was ever 
carried with fo hard a doom to the gibbet." He was for burning Amfter· 
dam, <lnd for giving up Flanders; Ii there was, and there could be," he added. 
n no.feparate negotiation: The only means left for the Emperor, was tc? fer 
fire to the four corners of the world, and to perifh, if he mufl: perilh, in the 
general conflagration." 

Thefe violent exprcffions of indignation and dcfpair, were foon foHowed 
by a fuitable condut1; the Emperor was alarmed at the n\.·gotiations of 
France. Swctlen, PrulTla, and Turkey; at the union, concen, and progrcr~ 
of the allies ill 1taly; at' the retreat of count Konigfegg into the Tyro', 
wh ich left Mantua to its flUe. 

He attributed to the treaty of 1731 all his misfortunes, wilit:h arofe from 
a determined re[oJution of the French to deftroy his (ucceffioll, guarantied 
by that treaty, and principally to thejlltrodlu:"tion. of the 6,000 Spaniards into 
J~y j wh.ich enabled the French to ~in over the king of S:l.rdill.i<a. Thus 
abandoned by his allies. he determined to (epamte himfelf from the mari~ 
time powen. anJ ordered count Kinfky to expre[s his .extreme aftonifhment 
J!.t the conduct of England. and to affirm, that he had no other fyftem of,JlC
commodation, than to fubmit to his enemies. when 'deferted by his friends. 

In this fitulUion of ~airs. the mind of the Emperor was.feerttly agitllted 
to [ueh a height, as to raife apprehenfiol}s in the Emprc:[s. that his underftand • 

. ing might be affeCted by the conOia. U During the dead of tm: nigbt." wrilts 

• Walpole P.pen. Mr. Robinfou to lord Hmwzlon, J.uly SUI, 17lS. 
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Mr. RobinfoD fa lord Harrington.," and while he WM lingly willi her. be gtlVC a 
loofe to his ..midion, confuCian, and defpRir." The[e agitaliarn were a.ug~ 
me-nted by a total difirufl:. of his own minifters, excepting Bartenllein, ~bo 
having leis to laic than the others, flatteq.:dthe Emperor with ideas 010tf: ruit ~ 
able to romantic glory, than to ordinary prudcRce. U Thill oourt," he adds," is 
deCpemte, and no prudent man can forfee what may be the effeCt of a \"io~ 
1ent J(';~Xlir. The Emperor, as in n ihipweck, will lily hold on tho firll: 
plank." 

The fame fentiments wc~e cnforad by 'count Kinlky -, in an iludience 
of the king at Hanover. He reprefented tbe fituation and fl:.rength of the 
Imperial troops. and dcfired his opiniotl upon the beft method pf employing 
theOl, either by fendillg large det:lChments into Italy. or by abandoning that 
territory, except Mantua, and the entries into the Tyrol; by collectiog an 
army on the Rhine, to act offcnfively againft France; or, laftly, by pene. 
traring into Fronce. on the fide of the Mofdle and the Netherlands. He 
required at the fame tmlC: a precife declaration of the king's final intentions 
on the point of fUCCOUl ~, and declared, that the Emperor wou,ld confider a 
Jelay or £lIenee on this quefiion, as an abfolutc negative; and muft then 
provide. as fooll. and a!> welL as he could, for himfelf, by way of negoliation. 
without confulting the maritime powers, or confidering their interefts. A 
tJemand was at tbe fame time made for a. fub6dy, either public or [ecret. 
which would enable him to fuppert 3. large :umy in the field, and to lure the 
king of Sardinia from the party of France and Spain. 

While the Emperor was thus appealing to the hopes and fear$ of the rna· 
titime powers. and warmly foliciting fuccours and fubfidies, he threatened 
to abandon thl! Low Co'Untries, and even to cede them to France, for the 
recovery of hi, lt41ian dominions, and the gua.ranty of the pragmatic fanc~ 
tion; a threat which excited Chong apprehootions in the: Britifh cabi.net. and 
was ueprecatt.:d as an event of the uttnoft confcque.Dcc to the commercial 
and politicPl inlcreR:.s of England. 

Mean time the Britinl cabinct,w .. , employed in endeavouring to divide the 
aUiell. and in renewing their folicitations for peace, even to the very power by 
which they Iud bee. «co.dy duped and deceivod. Sir llabort Walpole 
YfllS confciou3 that the only hopes of p.dficadon depended on -France, and 
if (he could be. brought to a. fincere co--opetation with England, tho otb~r 
belligerent powen. however averfc., could not withold their aifent. He waa 

deurous 



SIR ROBERT WALPO~E. 

dc:firous DOt to offead the cardinal, by !hewing difgufi: at his duplicity j Chapter H. 
wilbed not. to be precipitate in divulging the account of the reeret nego- '1H to iil6. 
tiation; thought that the publication uf that tranfafrion fhonld rather be t -v ' 
the confequence tha"la the forerunner or provocation of a war-. , He W:\6 

fully com·inced, from his knowledge of the cnrdirul's and Chauvelin's cha~ 
raders, that unlefs the points of cooceffian origina.ted with them +. France 
.,ould never DC brought to guaranty the p~matic [anCtioo, which he COI1-

fidered as effcntial1y necelTary to the prefervation of tran9uill ity in Europe.; 
he was aware that the deij>erate fituation of the Emperor's affairs in Italy, :md 
his unwiUipgnefs to att in any degree cordially with the maritime powers, 
increafed the difficulty of obtaining an accommodation, ami that a peace 
would be cheaply purchafed by fuffering France to acquire Loraine, provjded . 
Tufcany was given in exch:ingc to the duke of Loraine, the Mibnefe re-
flared, and Parma and Placentia. ceded to the Emperor, in relurn for the 
two Sicilies. 

In conformity with thefe views, H orace \Valpole hinted, inadiftx1.tch to Hil~U!'ltI4"" 
lord Wald\!gr:wc, the circulation of a rumour in Paris, that rhe object of tolll~n oj 
France was tbe acquifition of Loraine, in exchange forTufcany. Lord Walde- r:nne. 
grave, in a t;:onference with the tardiOli, cafually mentionM this report. 
The extreme plcaJurc which this hint gave, the pains he took in fctting forth 
its expedient.1', anJ obviating all objections, fufficiently proved that th is was 
the grC'at point which France had in view t. 

While the Britilh cabinet were thus eXl'rting thcmfclyes in favour of a 
pacification, and were endeavouring to pcrfuade the Emperor and France 
to agree to terms of accommodation without the knowlt:dge of the other 
powers, a f(cret negotiation wa.,> opened between the Emperor and France, 
without tbe concurrence of England. At the time that cardinal Fleury 
'Was holding the private cOl:Tefpondence with Horace Walpole, he made 
fecret overtures to the Emperor, wi~h the hopes of det:lching him from 
the maritime powers. In his a.nniverfary· letter § of compliments to the 
Emperor, on occafion of the new year, '"dated December 12th, 1734". 
he had added a pofteript in his own hand, expreffing, in the ftrongeft 
terms, his affccl"io'n and refpeCt for the EmPeror's perion. as well as his 
eltncft delire to fee. the puce of Europe reftored. TIle Emperor, belides 
the ufual chan~ty letter, tetur:ned an .(lnfwer in his owo harid, dated 

• f{onlCe Walpole to Sir Rollett WaJpoIt, 
l.th "May I '~5. Cornfpondencc. 

t HOT1.Ct' Walpole to Sir R.obert Walpole, 
A9fallftb 1735. Comrporuknu. , 
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Febrnary 16th, to the (aid poQfcript, declaring his r=<iint"fs, irt conjun~ion. 
with hi, allies, to liften to tt:rms of amity. and the facility of obtaining .. 
peace, if [he Ctl.rdinal would heartily promote it. Thefe two letters were put 
jnto the hand of the Pope's nuncio llt BrWfe}s. to COO\'ey them to the car .. 
din:1l; 'Who. jll opening the nuncio's packet (for he opened all his letters at 
.arms length, and in the chimney) dropt the EmP;eror's pa.rj:icular letter into 
the fire, and could not recover it before it was defaced. The cardinal in
fonned the nuncio. by a letter of March 10th. of this a.ccident, and ex
preff'ro ~i's Olame 'and concern. But the Emperor, f.;onfidering this (tory as a. 
Q1bc fiction to excufe his filence, the com:fpondenc~ was interrupted. 

Soon after this incident, the Emperor, finding all attempts to induce the 
maritime powers to aCt offcnftvely againCi France ineffeaual, artfully made 
diftant overtures to Spain, in relation to the marriage of an archduchefs 
loVith . Don Carlos, with the approbation of England. The dread of a 
timilar union between Spain and Aufl:ria to that which took place in 1],.5. 
alarmed the cardinal; and he accordingly took occation, by means of a con
fidential perron at Paris, to convey to count Sinzcndorff his willies to con
-dUde a peace direclly with the Emperor, without the inten'ention of any 
other power, .and added, that he would either depute a perron of confidence 
fccretly to Vienfta, or the Emperor might fend one to Paris, for the purpofe 
,of fettling thecoo.ditions of a fc..'Parate accommodation. 

To this overture, the Emperor C'onii.-nted, and at the very moment when 
the CfUliina1 was luring the BritiO! cabinet with the hopes of opening, under 

_ their aufpioes, & negotiation with the Emperor, he ditpatchcd his lJ.gent, la 
Reaume, to Vienna. This tranfatl:ion was carried ·on in fa fecret & man
ner, that although fame (u(piC)ODS were entertained, yet the firh: vague ru
moor of the miffion was communicated hy [he earl of Walclcgrave, on the 
id of Auguf\. ., which he had cafua.lJy den\·ed from a fpy in the fec~tary 
~f fiatt's office at Paris; and when he. taxed the cardinal with his duplicity, 
the hoary miniA:er dill not bluU. to dc:ny'the faa, and becaufe the ~. 
tion was at that moment fufpended, offered iD. tbe molt folemn manner to 
take an oath on the bible t, that: DO pnvate negotiation was at that time 
pending betwco~ FClUlCC &ad Av.ftria. L&"Ilcsume AfufaIly pUIiod tbmup 
lbe anny, and aft.r holding • co~ ';"illt prince ~ ..m.d 
and had continued five "teb .. V~,Wo~ Mr. IlobiDfoa *' enter-

• W~lpnk Prtpm. The ~rlor W.Mtarne N'_",~e, Sepkmbcr ... '7S.,~ ~pon _ 
_ (0 the· cuke of Newcaflle, Aupt S, I1SS, _ 
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f:1inerJ the [mal1dl: fuij}ici ons of the f.\cr. The firfl" intima.tion which llc r~· 
ceivcd from lord Harrington, appeared to him uaHling more than an uncq· 
t:l.in report. and it was not till after much minute inquiry, th~t he found tl\C 

information to be true. 
Although the king, in his reply to Kinlki, had dt:clarcd that he would not 

take upon himfclf to give any :u::lvice. and urged that it would be extremely dif· 
ficult to cnter into the war without the concurrence of the Dutch; although 
he hinted at the fc\'erai fchemes of a fepamtc negotiation; thought the 
exchange of the dutchics of Loraine and Tufcany preferable; infinuated 
the rcadinefs of Spain to accept the f eeond :lrchduchef,,>. and offered to affift:. 
in [orwl\ooing the o13.teh, or to adopt any other method for the: purpofe of 
efieCting a. pacification; yet the Emperor, well aware that the king was 
firongly inclined to afford 4Ctivc ~maallcc. urged his :c1aim witb redoubled 
initanccs. • 

The e:uneft folicitations of the Emperor, his thrrnts to abandon the Low 
Countries, and the knowlf!dge of his teeret negotiation with Fr:meC', nude 
a {hong impreffion on the king and cabinet. and gave weight to the opinion 
of that party which inclined for war. For it was deemed fa.r more eligible to . 
encounter hofiilities, than by a refufal of fuceoun to tbrow the houfe of 
Auftri:1 into the arms of France, or by permitting the diminution of her tet .. 
ritories, to enfeeble the only power which could dfetlually prefent 3. barrier 
to the encroachments of the houfe of Bourbon. 

Ch3ptcr 4-~. 
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This defertion of the houfl! of Auftria in her extreme diflrefs, gave great Dilfertncelto 
(lifpJeafure toleveral of the minifter's friends and co·adjutors. and to none more ' ill Ihecilbi4 

than to lord Harrington, who, in his capadty of fecretary of nate,' had the net. 
mortifiCAtion to fend inftructions, Jind to forww meafures contrary to his 
own fentiments, "The rcafons," he obferves, in a letter to Horace Wa11?01e, 
u you alledge to prove that the trctlty of Seville was not the cauee of the Eme 
perot'S misfortunes are unanfwerable, .and I with you couJd fuggeft as good 
ones (in cafe we are forced to it) for juftifying to the Emperor our not affifte 
iug him; but if that could be done, to jufiify it to ourfdves and our coun· 
try i confidering the prefent behaviour and operations of France and her 
alliC6, nothing but the moil abfolute inability can do it .. ," 

In a fubfequent letter, lord Harrington + even fuggefted a meafure, 
which if fo11owed, would 'probably have involved Englanu in the war: it was 
to propofe to the Dutch, either an augmentation of their fOTCC$, or to j oin 

• waJpole Papen, 
t Walpole p&pers, 
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the king in Jcquiring from the allies a direCt fpecificntion of the conditions 
on which they would conclude a peace, and to declare peremptorily, that 

.- .f unlefs a pofi li\c~o.n{\"er was given, England and the States would decline 

_1ift"t>~( l,f 
Ihem abroad. 

the mediation. :l.nd adopt the nccdlary mea(ures f(lf preferving their own fe· 
eurity, .l.I1d the equilibrium of Europe. He alfo urged. if the States fh ould 
decline uoth thefe propofitions, that England 010uld wiLhdraw from the 
medi:1.tion, amI at the fame time acquaint the Emperor, that the king would 
cnclc:1.vour to affill him in making a (cparate peace with any of his enemies, 
and in failure of that attempt, would join with him afterwards in the war, if 
an opportunity filOUld arire of doing it with fuccefs . • 

Tile t..!ifference of opinion was now fo great, the party for war was fa 
warmly CuppoTted by the king, ant..! that for peace by Sir Robert Walpole, 
as to ,occafioll much imlccifion in the mea(ures purfucd abroad, and in the 
inftrutlions (erot to the foreign mini11:ers. The French cahinr t availed itfelf 
of thefe cin .. umftances with confiderable effect, and particularly in H olland, 
where Chavigny, in his pa1Tage through the Hague to Hanover, exagge· 
rated the divided ibtc of ~dminifif:l.tion. H e decried the fpiritcd attempts 
made by H Or:lce Walpole to jnfuCe vigour and fpirit into the counlcis of the 
States General, and publicly declared, that the Centiments of the courl and 
minifters of England, differed from the plan of pacification delivered by 
Horace Walpole to the States, and from the joint refolutions of the king and 
States, on the fubjett of the plan and armiftice, communicated to the French 
embatI"ador on the 8th of June . 

Sir Robert \ValpoJe had given weight to this opinion, in a private inter., 
view with Chavigny·, who pretI"ed him to bring about a pacification by a 
fecret convention 'between France and England. He avowed his inclina
tion [(lr peace, and expre{fed his defire to (ettle the terms with cardinal 
Fleury, but denied his own power falely to carry any mea(ure into execu
tion. When Chavigny confidered him}n the light of prime minifter, and 
argued that his known credit with the king would enable him to carry any 
point be thought neceffary :" ~ Let us (uppofe," replied 'Valpole, " That 
I ihouJd agree to any meafure? without confulting the duke of Newcafile, 
who is fecretary of fiate for the department of France, and the duke, Dn 

being informed of the tranfatUpn, fhould oppofe it, what is to be done in 
that cafe ? and what opinion would you have of me, to find things.ftopt and 
overturned by futh an oppoGtion?" 

• Walpole rapen. Horace Walpole: to Sir Robert WaIpoIt, J\l1lC 17th, I US~ Corrd'pond. 
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It was impoffible that affairs could long continue in this nate of [urpence~ 
and that the tranquillity of Europe could be fecuret;l. while the cabinet 
of England was difrraCled and cmbarr:lficd. It became, thelcforc, ncccO~ry 
for the honour of the minirrer, ,:u welJ .'lS for the prdcmuion of his fyflem, 
to filCW, that whatever private differences might cxifi: in the cabinet. their 
public opinion was decidedly in favour of pacific mC3fures ; and to unde
ceive the Emperor in hi s expectations of affiftance from the maritime powc~. 
by enforcing rhe neccffity of a feparate accommodation either with France 
gr Spain. Thefe two objeCl.s were finally attained. 

In this diJemma, 'Val pole a8.ed with the moil: confummate addrcfs. 
While the official difpatchcs from Vicnn:). cxprc!rcd the fi:rongefi difapproba
tion of the lecfet negotiation with France, and caO:. the moll: bitter reflcc~ 
tions on thq Imperial min,iUers, his letters, and thofe of his brother H orace, 
breathed n6thing but pacific fcntimcnts. They· palliated the condutt: of 
the .Empqror, and were anxious not to offend either him or France, by a. 
violent and precipitate condemnation of their meafures. They affcrted. 
tbat although the alteration in the project from that offered by the maritime 
powers, was executed without the co-operation of England, and the king 
had jull: realon to complain of in!1ttention and flight, yet as it was entirely 
agreeable to what England had propofed, the king could blame nothing 
but the form of proceeding. They 'oblerved, that it would be highly 
unbecoming to take offence at mere punCtilious circumll:ances;. the,. 
efi.imated the hleffings of peace too highly to ftlfler etiquette 10 prevail over 
prudence, or to object to an agreement, merely becaufe it did not exactlv 
follow the original projc8: j provided peace was the relult, they both 
repeatedly declared, it was no matter by whom or in wh:lt manner it 
was procured t. 

But though Walpole was anxious not to d iloblige the Empe-ror, he would not 
(anction his demand of (uccoues or f\Jbfidies ; and as the king and part of the 
cabinet appear to have ftrongly recommended that mcafure, he was firm and 
decilive in enforcing his pacifi c fentiments. At length, after much oppofirion. 
and fame dclay~, a p3.per ·wa.~ tranlinittcd to Mr. k ohinfon at V,ietlOa, which 
feems to have b~en drawn up by himfelf. It ftatoo the determined refolu· 
tion of the king not to take any part in the war, to ofli..:r his intervention in 
favour of the Emperor, but not to fend any affiftance either in ' plcn or 
money . 

• fionce Walpole to Sir RobertWalpolr, Decembrr 91h, '73)' Com-fpomlt(l( t . 
t 1:lI1l"Olce WOllpole to Thomu RobinfoD.. Walpole l'apcllO. 
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H aving arranged there difficult points, his opinion t riumphed, and his 
pacific meJ.fure~ were- ;1doptcd in their fullefi latitude; the Britifll cabinet 
now ilccrcd :\ flcady and uniform courle. no longer divided in counfch, or 
(litTering in fLlltillH..nt ; amI thl:ir unanimous eXl" ftions were final ly crowned 
with fucc(;I~. 

It W!\S their aim 10 m:lke it the interdl. of Fr:lnce to co-operate fcrioul1y 
in the relloralion uf tranqu illi ry, by candidly agreeing to fuch conditions as, 
would jufl:ify cardinll Fleu ry in c.lderting Spain. and mak ing a feramte ac
commodal ion with the Emperor j and this mcaJure could only ht.: cflcctcq 
by f.'"Lcililating the eeffion of L oraine 10 France, in exchJ.ng<.: fo r TulCallY, 
anti to kavc 10 Gl.rdilll i Fleury amI Chauvdin the manner of propoling it, 
and the fpccific plan to he bid before the Emperor for his approbation. 
Th~ carl of \Vaklcgr!1ve ., in conformity to inftrua:jon~ lent from the 

<Jueen, drew from cardi nal Fleury a 4x.-cific acknowledgment of his intentions. 
Aft er 1111 rLlling I,i.> ,llarm, .Il .~ rcioiution 01 the Sl:l.t('~. which fl'emed t tl 

announce til e adoption of more \·igorous meafurcs, he fl'prel cntcd the cab· 
mities ready to fall u pun Europe, from h i~ dibtory and irrcfolute proceed 
ings j thilt h e foref:lw nothing but lUin and ddtrutl ion from beginning and 
then droppi ng n..:goti.1tions, and fuuftit u ting new Jl r..~I (:cls ill their place. He 
gmJually obt.linl'lJ, by artful qudbons, 3 confcfiion that 111\:: exchange of 
LOIainc for Tufcany, was the great objefr of France; and finaUy. under a 
promifc of the fuictcfl: {eercey. he prevailed on the cardinal to lay open his 
fcheme for a generl l pacification, which, with a very few exceptions, was limi· 
1ar to that whil,h had been propolcd by the maritime powers. At the fame 
time, the cardinal rcqudl:ed th3.1 the plan filould be propofcd and executed 
by England in concerl with France; and he added, that fuch a peace, being 
dl.a.blifhcd on the: founda tion of juilice and rea(on, he wouh.l abandon his 
allies if they did not cOlllply. 

Having thus prevailed on cardinal Fleury to acquieCce in the intervent ion 
of England, the next ftep wal to gain ['be confent of the Emperor to the 
terms propofcd by France, to h>e modified by England; and this was effeCted 
with equal ability. 'Fhe Britinl minifl:er at Vienna +. in a priv3.te audience 
of the Emperor, reprefented the cOllcern of the king:\t the unfortunate events 
of the war; and his indefatigable zeal and ardent wilhe<, in defiring to put an 
end to the troubles of Europe. He obfcrvcd, that the difappointment which 

• The " ,I of W~ldegtave to tile! duke 
of Newc&fik, Au&Wl ad. CortefpomkDliOe. 
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the king derived from his inability to enter into the war, was equal to that 
which the Emperor mull have experienced in not hJ.ving fl'ccivt:d tlu t affift. 
ance which be [0 ardently expected. H e urged, that in tllo::' pr~l:':nt fituOltion 
of aff:.lir'i, there [,!cmcd nu other cxprdient n.-':nailling, th:m to t1dach Oll~ of 
the allies, and that to carry that pn~l'C1 into ex!.!cUlion in the manner mofl: 
agreeable, the king had exprdfed a {kfire to have I,he Emperor's opinion; and 
Ilad been am:ioufly waiting for an anJwcr.. 1-Ic t hen addt:d, that he had now 
to lubmit to tbe Emperor's confider~lIion, a thong inflanLc of lhe k.ing's con
fidence and fricndlJlip, whic h was to communicate the offer of a I~par:ltc ac
commodation from Fr.Ll\ct', nearly conforma.ble to t he plan propolcd by the 
maritime powers, anu acceded to by the Emperor; the CC[i'Hl uf LorJin~ to 
France in exchange for Tufcany, to be gi\-cn to the duke of L oraine on the 
dccC' :1.!i: of the prcfcnt great duke, and concluded by bring. that the Em~' 
peror's m ulent to this plJn would infalljlJly ;Il(urc a fucccfsful iIru!!. 

10 reply, the Emperor, afrer returning Ius grateful acknowledgments to 
the ki ng for rhis inflancc of his friendlbip, added with much dignity, " AI~ 
though I relied upon more fubflantial marks of fricndfhip [rom the J...ing, 
",Iwlc word was engaged Ly tr~aty to afIift me with real ((lecours, and al. 
tho~Jgh in a fimilar rate I Ihou ld not have withheld thofe fuccours which I 
ftood ellg.lgetl to by treaty. }'I.![ 1 am willing to believe that the difappoint. 
mcnt wiucil I have experienced, howe,-er fatal to myfelf and f..lmi1)', was lefs 
owin:; [0 want of inclination in the king, than to the impoffibility of aCting 
otherwi!c: notwilhfl:mJing thi s i:lifappoinllUcnt, I will pOl}' a.ll imaginable 
deference to the advice now cllInmunicated, :Lnd will appreciate as it delcrvcs. 
thi !> malJ... of confidence. But as it is an affai r of the highdl: importance and 
delicacy, and as the exchange - docs not totally depend Oil myti:lf, 1 caD
not giw the previous promirc which is now dcfircd, even if J were con· 
vinced of the luccefs; for the obietl under confidc)~tiun is not fo much 
what lhould be done, hut whethcr'jt- is proper to be done. 1 again anure 
you, however, that I will pay the greatcll: deference to the ki ng's ad\-icc~ 
and after I have duly refic..:l.ed upon it, and conlulted my council, If you de~ 
lire it, will myfelf give th\.· an[wer." 

The[e declara.tions were foon followed by various explanations from the. 
Imperial mininers, and finally by a formal an[wer in writing_ A ':> far as could 
be gathered from the dubious and rnyftcrious manner in which the court of 
Vienna <;nvcloped their fentiments, it appeared as if the Emperor, on certain 
condition':>, might be indu~ed to accede to the overtures of cardinal Fleuryt 
provided TuCeany was given unconditionally to the fami ly of Loraine, and 
the k.jng of Sardinia. would accept the Langhes ina~ad of the Tortonelc. 
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Amidtl:: fuch (hfcordant views a<; influenced the condllet of Aufiria and 
Fr:mcc. it was not to be expeCted that any conditions would be finally ac
ced~d to all eithu fide without much altercation amI delay. But it was a 
great point gained. that the contending parties [ccl11cd gradually drawing 
towa"ls all amicable compromifc. The ohject. of England was fecreHy to 
affill in keeping up the intcrcourfc recently ellablifllcd between the Emperor 
and France, to offend neither of thole powers by cenCuring their conduCt, but 
on the contrary, to declare that, although the king was not unacquainted 
with the fecret negorialion, yet 10 f,:u from oppofing it, if it Jhould be founel 
not inconfiHcnt with the equilibrium ot Europc. be would be defirous of fa· 
cilitating its fucceLful jJfue. 

The BritiOl mini{ters at the Imperial and French courts, were in{trutlcd 
to approve the bafis of the :lgrecment fettled hctween Francc and the Em
peror, of which they obtainell certain information, :llld a counler projeCt, 
with 1;',1111.: lew atterJ.tions flJr preventing the cetlian of Loraine to France, with
out n lufficient indemnit)" was drawn up by lord Harrington, :lllli forw:l.rded 
to P:tris anll Vienna. The conlequtncc of this conduct W:l~. tlrat the Impc
lIal and F rench cou Tl s at length nc.knowledgctl the feeret negotiation, and 
th:1.t the BritiOl emb:dlador at Vienna received from prince Eugene, a pflljCt1: 
of the preliminary articles with which the Emperor and Francc wcre fait! 
to.be contented, am.! to which the concurrence of the maritime powers was 
ddired. 

The anfwer to tbis project wac; made in the name of Great Britain and the 
United Provinces, who declared, that finding upon cxamill:l.tioll, that the 
preliminaries did not dTcnt;ally differ from the plans before delivered. nor 
contain any tiling dctrimcIlL11 to the equilibrium of Europe, the king and 
the Rt:puhlil' did not hditate to declare their approbation and rcadincr~ to 
cOh('ur ill:\ fUluTe tn'at}' for bri nging them topcrfectioil. rcferving to them. 
fd\'es thc..jibcrt)' of flipul::tling the nccc(tlry fccurity for their own potreffions, 
righrs. privikgcs, and commerce. 

The lecret negotiation had already produced very advantageous effeCts in 
German),; it occafioncd :\0 aCtual, though not a ftipulatctl armiO:ice on the. 
Rhine. The French and Imperial troops did not undertake any offenuve 
operations. Prince Eugene returned to Vienna in the month of October, and 
foon aftt:rward~ the two armies paQ"'ed into winter quarters. But the fame 
benefirial confequences could not take place in Italy, fincc the fate of the 
war did not wholly depend, as 'it did in GcrmanJ', on the fiat of cardinal 
Fleury. be.cauG: no fufpcnfion of arms could take place, without the 

confent 
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conrent of the king of Spain, who, eager to accelerate the polTeffion of Chapteq s. 
Mantua, would not calily be induced to agree to an armifiicc at the moment 17l) to 1736. 
when he thought himfdf [ecurc of f'ucccfs . But what could not be accom- -- .. - J 

pJiOlcd by perfi.lllfion or force, was finally etfeCl:cd by flratagem. 
One great objeCt of the Britifh cabinet w:t~ to prevent, or at lean to pro

tmer the ficgc of Manru:1, which was but fcantily proyided with ammunition 
a.m.l provifiol's . With a view to deter the French from attempting it, Ho
race Walpole, in a letter to the c::m.li nal, and baron Gcdda nod lord \Valdc-
grave in thir con fe rence", rcprefcntcd, that :l.lthough the EngliO, had de-
dined gding into the WolT, yet the)' ,:vould not fcc the houle of Auflria. ruined, 
and th:lt if MantUJ. w:!.s taken, and the Emperor \\':\.\ drinn Oll [ of l! :d)', the 
mJritimc powcr~ mull come ronv,w.1 to Iii:. affil\alllc. Fortunatcly,l\hnluJ,. 
was tlH.: fuhjcCt of conten tiun between the allies in JtJly. Philip was eager 
to begin the liege. confcious that fhe polldlion of that important fanrcCs, as 
lhe kcy of Lombardy on the fide of the Tyrol •• woulc.l gi\'c to Spain the 
control of It aly. Caldin3l Fleury himfdf, dtd not attempt to cOllcc.l1 his 
:11'J)I'{'hcllfiom of tbe confequcnces that would refult from the capture. H e 
raid to the earl of \Va\degrave lll

• that the fall of that pbce into tile ha llds of the 
Sl)aniards, would defeat all his fchemes. and rende r the king and queen of Spain 
untracbble. He even promifcd, and in this infiance did not bel ie his word, 
to give onlcrs to the Flcnch general in Italy, not only not to prefs [he liege 
of Mantua, but to protf:lC[ the opening of the trenches, and C\'cn to pbce his 
troop~ in fuch a manner, as to permit the entrance of provifions into the 
town. The king of Sardinia went [till farther, and in a. letter to George the 
Second, declared that he W.lS ready to join the maritime powers, if they would 
tnter into the war +: expatiated on his own danger, flwuld the pofieffion of 
Mantua encourage Spain to deprive him of all the territories whICh had been 
allotted to him by his engagements with France. H e prdfed the king fpce-
dily to cegoti.lte a peace between the Emperor and the allit~ , as the only 
means of preventing his falling a fat.'rifice to the re[cntment of Spain, for 
h:lving delayed co-operating in the fiege of Mantua. H e declared that he 
would rather make a f:lCrificc of part of the Milanefe, that the Emperor might 
retain a. footing in ItaJy, by keeping pofle:ffion of Mantua, with Parma,. 
Placentia, and Threany, thall even obtain po1feffion of the whole Milanefe, 

• Walpole Paptrs. Horace W alpole to 
Sir Robert Walpole, aBobtl' 4th, 173S' Cor
Kf~en,e~ 
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on l"omlition that Mantua, with the other poifeffions in Italy, lhould be ceded 
to Don Carlos". 

In compii;lnC"e with tlwlc view'>, he had poritively rdufed to fumilh a 
fingle pin L' ,.,f arldlt'ry , and fl'cretly obftruC1:ed every mca(ufc which tended 
to facihl.HC" thl: c:tpturc of tiLJ.t impo rtant fort ren.. By thefe mana:uvrcs, 
the fil"gt: \\:h prQt f:LLqed untillhe fC.:afon was too far advanced i and Philip 
wa'!) IlI u'> prcn:nted (rom gaining J. preponderance in Italy, which ",au III have 
n udered him too powerful in that quarter, and ha~e induced him to rc
t uft: all ("on<.li l"i on~ 01 peace which did not confirm the total ('xciufion of the 
Emllcror. 

During tlJi ., whole trallfJ.Ct:ion. card inal Fleury was kept in continual alarm, 
by repeated infinualions from Hor:1cc Walpole and the earl of VValdegravc. 
that the Dutch would be induced to att with. vigour. provided France would 
not accede to honou rable terms t. They a1(0 made continued reprcfenta.t iol;S 
to him, th:ll tIll' Emperor, if rc·nd(·rctl d::ij)crate, would throw himlclf into 
t he nrms of Spain, and agree to the marriage of Don Carlos with an arch 
(inc hers, wh ic h tht Fn:n("b minifier lceOled to deprecate :lS much, or eveJ:l 
man: than the king of E ne;lnnd" For the fame purpo[e. the Britifh C:lbinet 
ne,"er n:aftd ma!... ing urertures. both to the Emperor and Spain, in favour of 
the marri;lges;. and this bufinefs was fo artfully mn.~cd, that though it 
was conduCted under the appcarance of the ftrittefi fecrecy, yet it was duly 
communicated to the cardinal in the manner the lUoftlikely to abrm him. 

The"cardinal had no fooner agreed to a reparate accommodation with the 
Emperor, 3UU a fccret convention with England, than the recolleCl. ioll oC hi~ 
former infinccrity in his corrcfpondencc with Horace \Valpole, and the in
fluence of Chauvclin o'"er him, induced the Britifu cabinet to keep him 
Ready 10 hi5 t:ng:tgcments, hy oppofing art to :trt, and intrigue to intrigue. 
The}' :H:ulnJ thcml;':!\"('s uE" his apprc:benfions of a rupturc with Spain, and 
o( hie; dr~ad lcn a clofe union fhould be formed between Spain and England. 
1\1"r. Ke("oe, tile Englilh min iner at Ms.drid, executed, with much adtlrefs. 
the inftruftion~ of 1m court on this head. From the time of the full official 
cOlnmunications from cardinal FJeury, of the [ecret :lccommoO:l.tion between 
Franl-~ Gnd the Emperor. and the partial fufpenfion of arms in Italy, with
out the knowledge or conlent of Spain. he artfull y fomented the refcnt. 
meut which the court of Madrid entertained againfl: France, for deferting 
ru1d betraying the cIJmmon caufe. He encouraged the irritable and punc-

• The duke of Nrwcafile to tar<! Hbringtool JUlie 6, '7lS. Walpole Plpen. 
t Horace Wllpole', Apolo",_ 
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tiliou~ di(pofition of Philip the Fifth, who W.lS piqued at being bClrn.red by 
his native cOllnt ry ; he increafed while he afli.:ttcd to allay the ullgovcrn~ 
able fury of the queen, who afpircd to make her fan. Don c..r!os, m~rt~r ut 
hOlly, and who confidered the difpofal of Parma and TUlcany to the Emperor. 
a~ an injurious deprivat ion of ber own inhef:it:mce. - ~ 

The court of Spain was fa irritated, that Mr. Kccnc obTervcd, in-a.lettcr 
to Ule duke of Newcaftlc·," There is fcaree anr thing that they would not 
do, to revenge thcrn&:lves upon the French j you will cafily Judge of their 
dcfire to do it, whcn, contrary to their prick-, they IU:lke filch applications to 
the king before they know the Icaft ofhis majcny'~ Ccntimenl", I willi, iodec,l, 
thai matters may not have been punlt rathcr too f,lr; for hitherto T fOUl\d 
more dili)olition in lhem to fit down quietly with their mortifiC'ation, if then:
was no remedy, than ] do at pre(cnt; but tlley now ' tL'C'1ll to be dro\'(: to 
<.Jefpair, and to be reColved t-o act-:lS peoplc in that flate," 

E" ell Don Patinho, the firft miniller, whow:lS {o myUerious, that, :\Ccord~ 
ing to cardinal Fleury, he always fJlOkc as well ns wrote t in cypher, was 10 
highly irritated, that be propolcd, in unambiguous terms, tQ undermine the 
FIf.:nch commerce with Spain, aQd pnrticularly that with the Indies, by in· 
crealing the Engiinl trade; U anll thus we thall," as he oblen'cd to the 
lJrn inl minifler at Maurid ~ ... revenge ourlclvc<; upon thl: clrdin:li i!;l) the 
" moll: cafy and effectual nlJnner, and kill him with fl /Jaff of COI/OII§,'" 

The Britilh cabinet, long accuftomcll to the violent and changeful temper 
of the rourt of Madrid, and well knowing that the king. though alienated by 
temporary difpleafure, was from principle and intcrcit attached to France, 
amicably depreC:llcU there counfe15, and urged the good policy as well as ne· 
ccffity of acccdiftg .to the preliminaries. , 

The re(ult of all thefe wifely combined meafures, was the fignature of pree 
Limin:lries for a general pacification, which was concluded on")f~ch fayourabJe 
tenns, th3t t:vcn lord Bolingbroke, [he. implacablc enemy of Sir Robert 'Val
Walpole. ohfcrvctl, th3t ... !f the EngliOl mininers had any hand in it. they 
U were wifer tban he.,thougl,t them j and if not, tuey were much luckier than 
4' they de(ervcd to be II." ' . ? 

The opiniori'wkich tl'\.lth extorted unwillingly (rom lord Bolingbroke, that 

• Madrid, Deccmbn lOth, t iJS'. Keene 
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the terms of the preliminarie!J were aJ juft and honourable as the circum. 
fiances would ~rmit. feclUs to have been the opinion of the grc:udt p:ut 
of tKe nation; for the :lnnals of Engla.nd give no infiancc of:l fcffion in p:u· 
liament which pafioo wit h [0 little appotition. in regard to- foreign :dl':lir<;, 
as that in tbe commencement 0£. 1736. With becoming priuc ancll:\li~~ 
faaion: for having fcttled the great outlines of :l general peace, the 
fpeecb from the throne expreffed the pacific fentiments of tlu: mini(lcr, 
that provided peace was made, it W~ no objeCt. of confu.leration by whom, or 
in what manner it wa:!> made. After mentioning the happy turn which the 
atf3.irs of Europe had taken, and after abren·jng, that a plan of pacification
had been propared 'by the king, in canjunCl:ion wi th the States, and that the 
Emperor and France h3d feparately concerted the preliminaries for 
obt,uning that end, the king faid, u It appearing. upon due cxnmin.ltion, 
that thefe .lrtjclc~ rlo not eficnti:llly v:\ry fwm tile plnn propofed by me and the 
Siales, nor contain any thing prejudicial to the equilibrium of Europe, or to' 
the rights and intercH:s' of out rdpetli\'c fubjech. we thollght fit, in purfu~ 
ance of our confi.ant purpntc, to contribute our utman towan.!s a pacifica~ 
tion; to declare, by a joint rt:folution, to t~c courts of Vienna and France,. 
our approbation of the faid prelimirurics, and our re:ltliners to COncur in :l 

treaty to be made for bringing them to perfetl:ion." 
h lin infallible fymptom of peacc, he noticed, that a confiderablc rc

dutl:ion would be made both by fea and land, and concluded with thi, pa_ 
thetic exhortation to moderation and harmony at homc : f( I am willing t o 
hope, this plcl\fing prorpeCl:. of peace "brOJ.d, will greatly contrihute to I ~ce 
nnd good harmony at home. Let thac example of temper and moderation,. 
which ha.s fo happily calmed the ftlirits of contending princes, banifh from 
among you all intefiine di(coro and diffenfion . Thore who truly win) the 
peace an" profj>erity of their country. can never have a more favourable op
portunity than now offers, of diftingu\fhlng themrelve5, by declaring tpeir 
fatisfa8.ion in the progrefs already made, towards re!toring the public tran
quinity, and in promotins what is frill ne~ffary to bring it to perfection".'-

On this occanon, the liddre(s was carried in the hou(e of commons·, not 
only without \1 divifion, but without the fmallet\ oppoflotwn, loci tne {ellion 
ended widl fcarceiy a fingle reSeaion on the condufl of fo~ign afi"airs. a. 6n
,pas phenomenon in the political annals of this country. 

rJt ChalSdJa, val. 9- p. J01. 104. Joumtla. 
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CHAPTER THE FORTY·SIXTH: 

• 
173 6. 

Par/iamllltalJ' Pro(udillgJ.-Gin Afl.- }.tlolioll to repeal tlu Tij/ AEl,IIr.'{tllivfd. 
-Bill/or lite Reliif of ti,e Quakers paj]tJ the Commons, bTl! it- throuJII Ollt ~J 

lilt Lords.-AcroulIl of Erlnl1md GibjOll, Bijlwp oj London.-Pt·orogl1lion.
Horace {Yn/po/e t/edillrI tl/ t: OffiCI: 0/ Sumo,) of SJale.-Arcompanier II,,· 
King to HOIIO'Vtf", OJ Viet! Seaclor),.-Forc;gll NegMiot;ollS.-Prudenr( of Sir 
R obut IValpole.-P,.i'iJott: Cornjpolldelll:c wilh his BrMher.-Ohje81 (0 gun,.. 
ram) Ihe Provijiollol SuW:f!iOIl 10 Berg alld ]f(/iers.-Oppuftf Ihe Nor/hmt 
L engtle, and lhl! Medill/joll bCfUJUII RI!/Jia alld tile POiu.-Promote; the d~ 

}i,d/ive 7'real)'.-<fhe Delap oj the EllIptror .-In~U·dll/al otUf1Ipt to bribe 
Clzallvdin.-Strret ComjpolldmC( ~I/itlr Cardifla/ FlclI1:", alld Difnti.ffion of 
C/tall'Utlul. 

T HE, parli:lmc!'t:l.ry proceed~ngs ,of this feffion, relating. t~ dom~ic 
affa,m, were, In general. of httle tmportallce. The only lubJetls which 

it lllay be nccdfary to particularize, were The Gill Aft; the repeal of the 
teflatl-. anti the bill for giving relief to Quakers. 

The aCl: for laying a t:lX on fpirituous liquors, and licenfing the retailers. 
was a rneafure in which the minifter had no imml.-diate concern, but for 
which he fuffered much unmerited obloquy. The bill was principally pro
moted by Sir Jofeph Jekyll. from a {pl"rit of philanthropy, which led him to 
contemplate with horror the progrcfs of vice. licentioufnefs. and immorality 
that marked the popular :mllchment to thefe inflamm3.tory poifons. This 
benevolent attempt .emb:lrraffed the minifter, but did not an[wcr the defircd 
end. • 

It was incumbent on tbe minifl"r , to prevent any diminution of the 
revenue of the crown, and for that pUrPofe to fupply any deficiency wbi.ch 
might arite from the reduced confumption of fpirituqus liquors; but 1_ 
attention to his official duty, expofed him to much in~emperate abufe, and 
he was repr~et.r (or wiOting to facrifice the mora1s of tbe people to financial 
confideratil)ns. • After many debates,. in which the minifter took an active 
thare. the bill paffed, and C. 7Cl,OOO per annum was granted to the king as a 
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compenration for the diminution of th~ c;yil lift, to whic~l the duty had 
hitherto belnnged ... ' 

The popula('c lllCW('{i thei r dir.'ll)probation of this at\: in the u[ual mode 
of riot :lntl violence, Numerous defperados a"'ailcd thl'mfclvcs of the 
popular difcontcnl5, and continuetl. the cbndcllinc fale of gin in defiance 
of en'!'), rdlriCl ion. The demand of flenalties, which the offenders were unahle 
to PlY, filled the prirons, :1Od removing every reftraint, plungell them into
courfes more aullacioufly criminal. It was found, that a Juty and penalfy 
fo fevere as to amount to an implied prohibition , were as little calculated 
to benefit the public morality as the public revenue, and, as 'Val pole pre~ 
dieted, a [ubfequent ~minif\:ration was obliged to DlOdify the meafure. 

Few fubje8:s were more embarraffing to the minifter, than the propofed 
repeal of the ten: a~. H e had for a long time aCted with th e difi'enters; 
-he fully appr{''('iaterl the :uh':mtagc whi,h the protdbnt lucceffi on had de· 
rived from their cxertiom; he had rccei\'cd from them tile w:lrmefi [upport; 
Ile knew that they had reaCoft to expect relief from a protdbnt king, whom. 
they ~ad affiflcd in placing 011 the throne; he had c\'cn given them hopes, 
tlmt the time wa:. not far c1iilant, when the}' might obrain what they fo 
c;lrncftiy dcfired. In this feffion, the motion for repealing the teft aCt WJS 

prematurely brought forwards by Plummer, who fuppert cd it in a very able 
fj'JCCch. Though the mininer oppofed the motioo in the prcfent inlla()cC'~ 
he did it with fuch candour and moder-uion, and" cxprelfl:d bimfdf fa C:1U 

U tioufly, with regard to the church, 311d [0 alfeftiooltdr. with regard to 
.. the difii::ntcrs, that neither party had cau[e to complain of him. The 
u public has been long informed of all the arguments urged for and again ll: 
.. f he motilJll, as rumoft every rear produced [orne evellt that revived them, 
.. therefore thl!)' are omi lted here. The motion was negati\'cd by a majority 
u of 2.51 agairift 123 t." 

Yet, although the minifter thus SlPpo[ed the repeal of the teft act, 
be warmly patroniled and fupported a biU for the relief of the Quakers, who 
prerented a petition to the houfe of commOns. It fiatal, fool that notwithltand· 
iog the ft,.,cral acts of parliament made, for the Qlore cary rec~vcry of tythes, 
and ecc1efiaftical tiues, in a fumnu.ry way, by warrant from juftic« of the 
peact,. yet as the (aid people confcientioufly refufed the payment, , they were 
110t only liable to, but many of them had undergone grievous fufferings, by 
profecution in the e~chequerJ e<:cldiaftical, and other courts, to the impri~ 

• Chandler. vol. o. n. 111. t Tindal, vol. ::l0, p. ,II, Journals. 
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f9nm!nt of their per(ons, and the impoverillling and ruin of them and their 
families, for [uch fmall fums as were recoverable by tho((! aCls j and therefore 
praying, that the houfe would be plcl.fed to afford them i'Ur h relief as to 
them fhould (eem meet· ... 

Though the mininer and the ma.jority of the houfe were difpofed to 
f3.vour the petition. and a bill was framed accordingly, yet the great in
terefi of the ellablialcd clergr. rcndcretl it a matlcr of much difficutty. 
Counter-petitions poured in from all quarters. feuing forth, U That fueh 
a law would be extremely prejudicial to themfelves and brethren, excluding 
them from the benefit of the laws then in being. far tbe recovery of tythes. 
and otber due" and thereby putting the clergy of the ellabJifhed church, 
upon a worre foot than the reft of his rnajdloy's fubjcfu j and praying to be 
heard by council againfl the bill t." 

Notwithfianding all obfiades, tile di(polition of the 11Ou(e was very 
fl.rt>ng in favour of the quakers. Their petition was not confide red 
a p:lrty affair; and the proceedings againU m:my of them, h:u.l fucll 
an air of perCecutian. as procured them many frie:1ds amongfl: aU 
parties. The bill Qnderwcnt great 31tcrations in the committet.'. The 
main intention of it was. to make the t1etermination of ' two jufl:ices of 
the peace final, as to all payments of tythes and church {lues. when the 
qual-cr. who was to pay thelll, did not litigate the fame, which the julliees 
wer..:: to certify under th~ir hands and rcals, without fcc or reward. But in 
cali.: the quaker fhol.lld litigate the payment, then either party. who nloukl 
diffent fr0111 the adjudication of the juftices, might have recourfe to tho 
courts in 'Wdl.minfler hall. The pa}fmcllt of all church and chapd r;tte!i. 
if refuted by quakers, were, upon the complaint of the churchwardens, to be 
levied by difue[s, by order of two julliccs. upon their goods, in thc fame 
manner as the poor rates are levied, and no quaker was to be fued or proCe, 
cuted for not paying any church or ~pcl rates, in any. other manner. 

Such was the main purport of t~is famous bill (though dogged with a. 
great number of other daufes); when after long debates. and fe"er.!.1 divifions, 
i[ paff'ed the hou[e of commons, by a majority of 164 againfl: 48 t. 

1n the upper houfe it WllS fuccefsfully oppofed by the intcrcfl of the churcn 
and the law j a. cO.(lfiderable number of courtiers were a1fo non·contents. The 
two great lawyers,lord chancellor Talbot and lord Hardwicke. made a ftrong 
impreffion by Qbf~rvations on the incorreClnefs ud ~pcrfeaions of the bill, 

.. Chandler. Journal,. t Ibid. 
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for the amendnwilt of which, the fhort remainder of the (efi'ion would not 
aflord lime. "The fpea.kCIS on both fides difplayed great abilities and 
temper, b ut when the queftion was put, for committing the bill, it pafi'ed in 
the l\('galJ\'I,', by a Ola jority of S4 againft 35 .... 

Till' Ininifier W:\~ high I)' ditfalisfied with the rejection of a bill which he wa~ 
indn..:cd jrol11 variou::. coniidcrations to promote. H e was firongly aver[c to 
aU mc:\furL~ which bOTe the appearaocc of perfecution in religious matters. 
HIs Camilla wa!> al(o illlluenced by perfonnl conGderations. A large body of 
tJuakCf-f> were efl:.ablifhcd in the county of Norfolk, and particularly in the 
cIty of Norwich, who had always fupported the candidates whom he fa
voured at the general elea-ions, am] he was amuolls, from a principle of gra_ 
titudt:. to prove that he was not uruuindful of paft fclvoun;, and dcfcro.1ing of 
future afli fb11CC. There motivcs operated fo ftrongly in its favour. that 
few ci rcumfbnccs eva rufilcd his temlJcr, or affcdcd his equanimity 
more than the r\~ctbull 01 thi s bill. H e bitterly cotnlJJained of the vindic
tl\-C fj)irit which reigned In I,he hou (e of lords, and his refentmcnt was prin
lipally excittXl againft the hifhop of Loodon, to whom he attributed its de • 
fcat. That prelaLe h':1.(1 prevailed on the bench of biOtOrs. to give their 
uccided op~{jtion to the hill, and had .exhorted the clergy, in all qunrters of 
the kingdom, t6 petition againfl it, as highly prejud icial to the interefis of 
the churcb. In ronfequence of'thefe exertions, the minifter, with a fpirit 
of acrimony very unufual to him, withdrew from lhe learned prela te the 
full confidence which he hld hitherto placed in him, and traosferred into 
other hands the conduCt of ecclefiafrical affairs with which l1e had been 
chiefly entrufte<L 

Edmund Gibfon was born in 1669 t, and educated at the free grammar 
fchooJ at Bampton, in '¥dtmorciand. the place of his nativity. At the 
age of feventeen. he was admitted a. fcholar of Queen's college Oxford, and 
nUfed himfelf into .early notice by va;:'us publica.tions, which prO\Ted his 
claffical erudition, his accurate acquaintance with the Northern languages, 
and a corred. knowledge of the Roman and Saxon antiquities, and Britifh 
topography. His great taJents and extenfive learning, introduced him to 
the patronage of archbifhop Tenifon, who made him librarian of Lambeth, 
and appointed him his domdlic ·chaplain. By the archbUhop's inferefi., he 
became precel1tor and re$identiary of Chichdkr. rector of Lambeth, and 
a",bde.~on of Surry. ~ '11J3, he ga"" to the Jl"bJi<: tllatgreat and 1.-

• Tindal, '-01. so, P. 31$. !.«da'Debates. 
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boriou! work, intitled. "Codex Juris Ecc1t:fiafiici Anglicani. or the Sta. 
tutes, Conll:itutions) Canons, Ruhricks, and articles of t!Jc Church of Eng
laml, methodically digefted under their proper heads ; with a C'om\ ncntary. 
llifiorical and juridicaJ, anJ with an introductory dircourJe concerning the 
prefent fiale of the power, difcipline,. and bws of the church of England, 
with an appendix of inil:rument~. antient and modern, in folio." 

Being a great fIiend to the protcfiant fucceffion, he was promoted, in J 716, 
to the bifhopric of Lincoln, anti in I p.o tranflatcd to the reI! of London. -

In this eminent flation. he enjoyed the full confidence of the kin~ 
and miniflry. and was principally confulted by lord Townfhcnd and Sir 
Robert W~lpolc) in all ecdcfl.'1.fl:ical matters. particularly during the long 
decline of health. which incapacit3.tcd archbilhop Wake for tranl:ill:ing bu_ 
hnefs. He was always zealous in fupporting the dbbhfhment of the church 
of Enghmd, and uniformly oppofed the repeal of the teft aCl:. He declined 
a. tranilJ.tion to Winchefier", and looked fOTlv,mis to the primacy with fuch 
confidence of expectation, that he was called by Whift.on, heir apparent to 
the fee of Canterbury. Thefe well-founded hopes were frul1:rated by the 
indignation of Walpole for his oppolition to tht: quakers' bill .. On the <Ie
ceafe of 'Yakel the fcc was conferred on Potter. And when. on his death, in 
1747, it was offered to Gibfon, he declined it on account of his ad. 
vanced age and iDcreafing infirmities t. H e (heu on the 6th of E;brualY 
J 748. 

'I.'he inveteracy difplayed rtg:linfl this eminent prelate for the confcieotiou~ 
flifcharge of his duty. rcnc:t~ no cred it on the memory uf Si r R obert W,ll~ 
pole. Hi:. eflccm fo r the bifhop of Lundon h:"1 been fa great) lh:lt when 
he was rCfJroachcd with giving him the authority of a pope. he replied. 
U And :l very good pope he is J." E\'en after their diC1grccmcnt. he never 
failed to pay an euJogiuUl to the le.trning amI integrity of his tanner 
friend. • 

On the 20th of Mn.l:. the king put :10 end to this late (effion of parlfa~ 
ment, by a fpcech. in which he acquainted both bouCes, .. that fince the pre
liminary articles had been concluded between the Emperor and his maft 
Chriftian majefty, a fprther convention, concerning the execution of them, 
had been made and conununica[ed by both thoCe courtsJ<lJld that negotiations 

• Letter from bilbop Gibfo» to Sir Robtrt 
W.ltpnle. Orford Papen.. 

t Lctkr from biihop Gibfon to the king. 
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Wtrc carl) mg on hy the fcveral powers eng:l.ged in the late war, in order to 
fettle thc general pacification." IIc c:xprctTed himfelf with great con~ 
cern in rclaL lun to the feeds of uifienfioll that had been fown among{\: hi! 
people, exhorting his parlJ:uncnt to cultivate unanimity, and promifing 
impartiAl prolectlon to ..tIl his fubjeds. H e then acquainted them, th:lt 
bemg ohl ig.t-d that (ummer to "ifit his G l.! rman dominions, he hoped t hat 
tlley WQulll male the adminifiration of tile queen, whom he hau refolved 
to appoint n:gent (.Iuring his abfence, as cary to her, as her wife conduC!: 
would render her gm-cmment agreeable to thcm .. , 

At this periotl, Sir Robcrt Vlalpolc :md his brother gave a memorahle 
proof of their prudence :lnd moderation. The king lx-ing diifatisficd with 
lord Harrington, pwpofcd to difrnils him from the office of fecrecary of 
n.ate, :mJ queen Caroline off..:red thc placc to Horace W!lpoic ; but con· 
[, iOllS dIU the r.icY:l.tlon of two brull,t.15 Lu the principal pons of govern
ment, wouit! lllgment the jcalollfr ami popular ou tcry which alrc:luy pre. 
YAiled, and fC~l.I{u l leO: fo important a change 010uld incrcafc the u;\-jlion\ 
.among the minifl ers, he declined the offer. Tllc king. however, would not 
:ulnlit lord Harrington's attenda.nce at Hanover, and though he acquielCcd 
iu the refural o( Horace \ Vllpolc. yet hc infill::c:d on his undertaking the 
employment of lCcrct:lry of fiate during h is refidence abrold; all order 
which Horace Walpole, though he attempted to elude, could llot venture 
to diCobey, and accordingly accompallit'(l the king to J-LlIlon:r +. 

As tbe king was ex tremelY,1'";:.Iou5 of being governed, ancl yet as Jlis ig. 
J10rance of the Englilh confiitution, and his natura.l auachmcnc to lr tTlllrm 
mcarures9 rendclcd It expedient that he fhould be advired by thofe \\'1.0 

",ere refponlibJe for the adminifiration of affairs, it became nece{f:1ry to con. 
' ICY thi~ advice in fo ddicat:: a manner, that JIC lhould .lppear to gUide the 
reins, which were conducted by another bnd. vVith this \--jew, a. Ct)nfidcn~ 
tial correrpondence was clI.rriell on bt.t .... een the two brothers ; and as the- king 
-always expc800 to fce any privati! 'ettt.rs which palf~d bctween them, an 
ru'1'llngemeot was made, that oftenfible letters fhould be fl?nt for the peruf.d 
of the king. And confidential ones to Horace \Valpole alone. A part of this 
correfjx>ndcnce is ftiU preferved; thofe letters .of Sir Robert Walpole whi,*, 
rcbte to foreign affairs, prove. as ufual, his extreme caution. avoiding, as 
much as poffible. any conlinent:l..l embarraffments, which were not imme~ 
d iate1y nc<:eifary to the prcfcl}'atioB of external peace and internal tran~ 
,"uilli!y. 

t !lone, W~poIo·. Apology. 

'I1i! 



SIR ROBERT W-ALPOLE. 
, . 

The letters on domefiic occurrences, are chiefly.€'oncerning the. murder of 
C':lptain Portcus; tumults in Spitalficlds, on employing Irinl manufat\.urers, 
and the riots on account of the gin :la:o The}' difplay his good fenfc and 
prudence, in endea\'Ouring to prevent rather than puniUl di1lurb:mces, and 
yet indicate.no deficiency of vigour, when it was requifite to aCt with fpirit. 

Beiides the difficult talk of fettling the difputes between the Emperor and 
the allies, which cncounteredcontinualobfiruCtions from the difcordantviewsof 
the contending powers, three foreign objects of great importance principally 
t)ccupied the attention of the king at Hanover. and gm-e fuBicient employ
ment to the fagadty of \Valpole: The regulation of thc fucceffion of Berg 
and Julicrs; the prcjcCt of a league with the northern powers; and the: 
IPediation bctwo!cn Ruffia and the Porte. 

John William, duke of'Cleves, Juliers, and Berg, dring in 1609 without 
ifluc. his dominions were claimed by the houfes of S!lxon)". Br.:tndenburgh, 
and palatine Newburgh. After:1 long contell, the difputed fucceffion was . 
regulated by a family compaCl:, and di\'ided between tbe great cleCl:or Fre
derick \Villiam, who was defccnded from the eldeft lifter of John William, 
and Philip \~'illiam, duke of Nc ..... ;burgh, afterwards deCl:or palatinc, who was 
defecnded from the recond lifter. Frederick William obtained Cleves, La 
Marek, and R::n:enfi.einj Philip William. Juliers and Berg. By the family 
compa8:, it was O:ipulateu, th:H fhould the male iifue of either branch be
come cxt intl:: , the other fhou!d inherit the whole fueccOion. 

As dt this period Charlc~J fan of Philip \Villiam, had no ilfuc, a.nd 'WaS 

advanced ill year!;, the fucccffian of Berg and Juliers was claimed by Fre
c.1crick Vvil1iam. king of Pruffia, grandfon of the great deetor. But his claims 
were oppofed by Charles Frederick, prince palatine of Sultzbach. of the 
collateral line of the houfe of p~atille Newburgh, as being JinealJy de
fcended from the third liller of the Ian tluke of Cleves. He accord ingly 
remonlhated aga.inll the family COlll1pad:; and was fupportoo in his preten
lions by the elector pabtine, to whom he was prerumptive heir. This fue
ceffion had long been a favourite objeCt of Frederick \Villiam: He· was 
prepared to a1f~rt his pretcnfions wilh his whole force. on the death of the 
declor p~e, and was fecure of wrctling thefe duchies from the haufe of 
Sultz~.iiIfI'ad not the lat·ler been openly fupported or fccretly abetted by 
Ofttef'l'Owers. 

]t 'became an object of common prudence and policy, to obviate the tlif. 
ficulties which were likdy to ante on the ' death of ~~ 't;raPa'atine, 
a~d to ~egulate, if poffible. the provifional ~uccelIion to the: • p~tc.~-
nuees, In fuch a manner as to prevent the; Jlf\:urblUfcc of th bhe • 
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Pn-iou VJ. But the diCcordant \·jews IQd compJiC'J.tcd interells of the powers who were 
J7H{OI,n . Llp3.ble of interfering with cfii.:cr, gave little hopes of a (ucce{s[ul and fl:abl~ 
'-- ,,- ~ arrangement. 

France h:ld gi"cn her guaranty to the houfe of Su\tzbach. but fhe had 
gi\'cn it at :l I ime when (he wa~ ill tcrcftcc..l to (ecurc the pabtinc f.unily. and as 
that mdin~ no longer operated with the (:.une force, it was probable that Ole 
\\ ou ld .1c1 in conformity to the fitllation of affairs at the time of th e vacancy. 

T b<! E::mperor, with his u[ual duplicity, had (ecn.:t1y gll:mmticJ (he pro~ 
vifion:ll fUCI._·cflion ( 0 both tbe contefting parties ; but although be h.u.l lured 
Frederick \Villiam with thl! moll. folemn profcffions to fupport his prc(ci lfions. 
yet he was known to be (ecretly inclined to favour the hou(e of Suhzhach. 
In all events, hOll'ever, he was unwilling to offend either Prl!ffi~ or the pala
tine family, and was no leis allxious than France to :l\'cUtI a public declara
tion of his future rClo1u(jHJI~. 

The D utch, who!l: territ ories bordered on Bl!rg anclJuliers, were more 
than any other power interdlcd (0 prevent any difiurb:lnce~ on the deat h of 
the e1eaor pal.lline, ami ex tremely anxious to propefe fuch ;10 accommoda
tion as fl lOUld remove the apprchcnfiolls of a war. They therefore applied 
to the Emperor :lnti Fr:lncc, and defiretl the king of E1gland's concurrence 
to ad: in concert with thf m, for difpofing thofe two powers to proporc inlbnt 
and proper meafures for obviating the troubles by an accommodJ.lion between 
the contending parties, anc..l preventing all hoftile aggrcffions while that accom
mOdation;.yas negotiating. 

George the Second, highly difgut1:ed with the king of Pruffi:l,< was :lvcrfe 
to [upport any ml'a{urcs which might tend to his :lggrandifcment. and would 
not eafiJy be prevailed on to g Utlr:lOty his fucceffion to Julicrs ann Dcrg, un]efs 
fOIne advant3gc was fi.ipularetl (or himfelf. For this re:.\lon, {he Dutch had 
propofed'that Elft Frie:f1and, to which both he and t.he king of ,Pruffia h:l(1 
pretenfions, Otould, un the death of the I'eigning fovcreign without iifue, re
vert to George the Second as eleCtor of Hanover, the right of maintaining 
a garrifOR in Embdc.:.n being rcfervcd to the Dutch. They (art her recom~ 
mended, that ih confidcration of renouncing his claim on Eaft Fricfland, 
fuch a portion of Juliers and Berg! as might be :tcljlldgcd to te king of 
Pruffia, iliould be fccured under the guaranty of' England. . , 

The king feemed inclined to confent to thefe fiipulations; but the mi. 
nifter. ftrongly averfe to comp~ated and diftant guaranties, exprdfed his ob
jetl:ions to ~lJ interference; declared bimfelf againll prematurely agreeing to 
~t' t~ucceffiori of Berg and Juliers, in which they might be left 
finl'Y with _ Dutch, or making any declaration which might difoblige 

either 
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. either Pruffia or the palatine family. He ftated the great illcom'cnicnces 
which might afire from blending thAt aff.'\ir with lh(' gencf3.1 tr:mJaaiorls 
then in agitation, when the Emperor and France had agrcc-c1 to pofipone 
the confideration of it till the chief bufinefs of the prerent nL'goliation fhuuld 
be concluded. His opinion prevailed, and aU thought s of interference welt! 

relinquifbcd .,.. 
Tht: northern league was the ohjed: which moll el11bar~ff'cJ the minifter, 

And reduced him to the ncceffity of oppofing the king's inclinations. 
Ro[cncramz, the D.1nifh minifier at Hanover. with a view to benefit his own 
country. and Mr. Finch, the Britith envoy at Stockholm, from a c.1dire of 
iJ.vouring the court r>.t which he was employed, hl\ll reprcfented to the kin& 
thc good policy of forming a league between the maritime powers, and Swe
ocn and Denmark. Tbe king. who underftootl the intercfts of Hanover 
bette r than thofe of England, and who could not fufficicntly appreciate the 
great cC"mmcrcial and naval principles by which the mininer was actuated 
in forming aUi:lnces and giving guaranties, eagerly embraced. and zealoufly 
fupported the fcheme; and with a "iew to keep the king of Pruffia in awe, 
propofetl + the acecifion of Ruffin. He communicated his wilhes to the 
queen. and requeftcd the opinion of Sir Robert W<llpole in fuch a manner, 
:l~ fufficicntly proved to which fide he inclined. The minifter difapprovcd 
the meaful'e, and confiderc:d it not only as highly inexpedient, but as abfo
Jutel}' impracticable. 'He was convinced that fuch an alliance with Sweden 
would offt'mi the Czarina, unlefs Ole wa" invited to accedc. amJ that h.' f 
:\cccffion could not be obtained but by guarantying the p01feffion of Livonia. 
::md Ingria. which would no lefs offend Sweden. 

In his oftcnfible letter to his. brother, 'Valpole frankly {b.te<.1 his ol~ec. 
tions to precipitate refolutions, recommended cal!tious proceedings, ami IJ.lr
ti cular attention not to offend the Emperor ilnd Ruffin) and reprobated. 
expenfive and burtbenfome guaran)ies. 

As the negotiation hccame more ami more complicated,' and the king 
fcemcd inclined to pcrfc'icrc in his opinion, Walpole prudentially infinuatcd. 
that a matter of tilch extreme delicacy and importance, OlOuld be traofal'l:ed 
by an official corrcftloodellcc, rather than by private letters between the 
king and queen. The king h;l\-ing approved this propofal, Horace \"'alpolc 
was ordered to prepare the project, and received hints from hh brother in 

• Sir Ro\'trt W alpole to Horace W;\tpo1c, 
June {~. 1736. CorlT[pondellcc. ThoLlghts 
on the ~uecrffi(ln of Berg.. JLlliLTS. Illd }o:all 
Frienand,by Horace:Walpo1c:. Wllipole: rapen. 

_Hifiory of the $ucccmon 10 Ihe Ducrur. of 
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what manner it {hould be dra.wn. Being fubmiUcd to the king, he highly 
appro\'OO it , and was cag~r for the conclution. It was then tranfmitted. to 
Sir R obert \ValpoJe for the confideration of the queen and the lords jufiices, 
and was accompanied by a paper of private obfervations againft the tr~aty. 
The miniller found this paper fo cOllvincing, th.:lt although intended 
for 1 11~ own u(e. he communicated it to the queen. Convinced hy the found
flef~ of the arguments, Ole promitcd to conceal any knowledge of thi s paper 
from the king, and to write her fentimcnt s in conformity to that opinion. 
At the fame time, Sir Robert \Valpole wrote an oflenlible letter to his bro
ther, informing him that he fhould decline laying the projeEl: before the cabinci 
council, left the fudden difclofurc: of fo important a trallfal..,\:ion, might cre:1te 
furprife and alarm. and propafed to delay the communication until the ne
gotiation was {arthel advanced, the inclin:ttion of the northern courts found
ed,' and lhc'Jitllalion of affairs more fettlcd, " I h:l.t wc may fec" he adds U wbo 
and who J.re togcther, before we form lIew fchcme~, thJ.t may cl:l.Ol with we 
k now not whom Jlur how." Thefe prudent me.lfurcs were attended with 
the dcfm:d cOctt , "lid the king finally cOllfcnted to ablndon his favourite 
projeCt. 

This whole tranfaction refldts equal honour on the mininer and the king : 
'On the milliner, for frankly delivering his f('nliments, and prefervering in 
them, though oppofite to thofe of his {ove~cign ; on th king, for yielding to 
the arguments and wifiles of hi, faith(u l counfdlor. Thofe who confider the 
impatience of contradiction, and pertinacity of opinion, which markeu the 
cnaraEter of George the Second, will high ly appreciate the merit of his fub
mitting to the guidance, and conforming to the advice, which [0 firongly 
contradiClcd his own willies. 

In the. midfl of thefe tranfaa-ions. hofl:ilities broke out between the 
Ruffians and Turks, which, in confequence of the alliances of France and 
Sweden with the Turks, and of the Emperor with Ruffin, appeared likely 
to excite a general war j yet, contrary to thefe e:xpeClations, this event 
contributed more than any other caure to nccderate the pacific:ltion in 
Europe. The Emperor, djvided between tbe fear of irritating the Czarina 
on onc h:lOd, and of ret.:1rding the peace on the olher, and tempted with 
the hope of Olanng the fpoils of the Twks, became lees averfe to the aggran~ 
difrment of the houre of Bowbon. 

A mtdiation between the contending powers bad been propofed by Cal~ 
kocn, the Dutch mininer at Cont1.~tinople, and 100 eagerly adopted by the 
Englilb emb:1ffadur. Sir Everard Fawkener. Walpole was apprehenlive left 
thc.(;z.arina lhould conftrue a premature officioufnet5 into a partiality for the 

- Porte. 
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Porte, :lnd confider it as an attempt to £lop the career of that Cuccers with 
which her arms were crowned. 

He was alarmed, le£t the dignity of England lhould be lowcrco by offer
ing the mediation before it was defired. and without a certainty of its bei ng 
accepted. He was convinced, that any attempt to reconcile Ruffia and 
the Porte, would be fruitlefs and ineffectual i and he obferved. in a lettcr 
to Horace Walpole, U For my part. I think you may as well hope to 
break in upon the conftancy of two lovers in the honey-moon, as to flop the 
career of two powers jult engaged in war, in the heat of their refentment, 
and before they have had time to fcd, to reflea, and grow cool·," His 
advice prevailed al[o in this in (lance. and the mediation was declined. 

The fignaturc of thl! preliminaries between France and the Emperor, did 
not, however. produce an immediatt! pacification. &veral months e1apfed 
before the kings of Sardinia and Spain could be prevailed on to accede, and 
when tbei r concurrence was relunEtantly obtained , difputcs occafiollally fe. 
vi\'ed between France and the Emperor, and a lang {eries of negotiation 
took place before lilt' final ratification. 

Nor are there debys to be attributed fok ly to the allies. The Em~ 
Feror, though a prince of high fpirit , and by no means deficient in ca
pacity, was of {uch a changeful and capricious temper. and appeared fo 
di fferent at different intervals, that to define his real charaCl.:er and fitua
lion, confounded the wifdom of tht.: wifd1:, and baffied the conjectures of 
the moll enlightened. 

At onc time he was {o eX:lfpcr:l.ted with England. that he threatened to 
fcp3.rlte himfelf from jlcr for l'ver, am..l was (0 devoted to France, as to in
duce Mr. R obinfon to obferve, in a letter to lord Harrington, " This court 
j ~ too much in the hands of that of Verfailles, not to do every thing that the 
other wills, or to do any thing that the other wills not." At another time 
he courted England with the greatdl. eagcrnc1s; denounced the houre of 
Bourbon a' his irrcconcileable enemy. and offended cardinal Fleury by t.he 
moll: arrogant and prelumptuous demeanour. ,Vith a prince of ruch .1. 

changeful temper. it was no cafy talk to negot iate. His minillcrs were no 
lefs intractable; and Vienna exhibited a motley reene of pride. humility, 
cabal, intrigue, and procra1l:ination. 

Anotht!'r great difficulty arore from the duke of Loraine, who had efpoufed 
the-elddt archduchefs, Maria Tbc:refa, and was unwilling to renounce his fa
mily inheritance. H e required, that if Loraine was cedcd · ~o Franrc befote the 

• Sir Robtrt Wlilpule 10 Hpnce WaipoJr, AU)l:ull iT 1736. Correfpondencc. 
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dcath of the gra.ml dukc of Tufran)" an adcquatl! compcnGltion fbould be fe. 
cur~d to hilll, Mr. Robinron, "in olle ofJlis uifpat~hes, gives a pathetic and in. 
terell:ing :lCrount of his cxlrcme diflrcf~ and agitation On this occafion .t-. II In 
an audience which I demanded of him, to announce the marriage of the prince 
of \'\ 'alc~ wi th tilC prjnte(.~ of Saxe Gotha, he intcrrupt~d me in the midll of 
hi ... colllpJiJl1C'nt<;, 10 pOllr out his joy at the marriage, anu his rcfpcct and "ene· 
ral ion for the king, which he tidl: expreffcd aloud i hut left- anyof hi !> attendants 
in the nex1 room might overhear, he retreated .with me to a window :It the 
farther end of tbe apartment, and ('lid "~th the greatd1: emotion, " G ood 
" G od, where ar{' you, where are the maritime powers 1 As for my part," 
he continucd, .. I rely upon the king fingly, not upon trealies, not upon 
" formal promife~, but upon what his majefty has told me over 'lI1U 0\"1:( 
" , ::tg!lin of his goodnefs for me by word of mouth ." If his words expre!fl,;u 
tht! higlldl agony and ui{lr<::[s. hi:; b~fiur.-:s and aCl ions eJ(pn:!ft.Cd no lefs: .. He 
threw himfelf, in a recJining pollurc. !lnd in an inconfulablc manner, upon 
the arms :md end of !In adjoining table !lntI chair." " Such aIfo," adds 
Mr. R obinfon, " is the extreme !lgitation of h i~ mind, t~lat his health is 
affcEted by ie; he owns that he has no friend to look up to, and that next 
t o Goo and the Emperor, all his fonune depends on the king of Engbnd." 

Perhaps theCe complicated difputes would never have been fcttled without 
another war. had. not the pacific 4)irit of \Valpolc and Fleury interpoCed, and 
had not the Emperor, eager to m!lkc W!lr againll the Turks, with a "iew to 
indemnify himfdf on the fide of Boflwa, for the lofs of Naples and Sicily, 
found j( prcvioufly necefiary to fecurc ibe peace of Italy, that he might dr.lw 
hi~ troops illto Hungary. 
Th~ french, aware of I,is inclination, refufed, undcr variou~ prctC'nrcs, to 

c\":lcuate the Milancfe; the Emperor W:lS induced to ma:"(' rcpeat ed concef~ 
fiom, and fin:llly to yield tile illlmediate poffeffion of Loraine, for the even· 
tu:l1 fuceeilion of Tufcany. He wac fo eAger to conclude the lJcfiniti"c 
treat)', that he paid 600.000 florins more th!ln he had fiipulated. He gave 
to the king of Sardinia. eflates among the Langhcs, as fiefs of the empire, 
which ne\'cr belonged to the empire, and [\lIfered that monarch to mark the 
limits of his dominions according to his own convenienc), t. 

.In the courfe c;:,c thd"e various negotiations, Walpole had ure<.! every cf, 
fort to conciliate difcordant parties, and to eWed !l general accommodation. 

• Mr. Robinfon to lord Harriozton. M3Y 301h. 1736, WalpOle ,paptJ$, 
t Thon~5 Robinfoll to loN' Harringtoll, Augull,). GralUham Papers. 

H. 



SIR ltOBERT WALPOLE. 

He *11 k~w tha.t the great obO:acles to a general peace, proceeded from the 
intrigues of Chauvelin, who., from the time of !lis appointnlcnt to the office 
of [eeretar)' of frate. and keeper of the f~ahJ aJmoft invMiably urcd the arcen~ 
deney which he had gained over cardinal .Fleury, in counteraCting the de
figus of England. To ob tain his co~operation, 'Nalpole direCted his prin
cipal attention, and even adopt~d the chimerical projeCt of bribing him to' 

compliance. The pro(peCt: of fucccfs was principally founded on the extra
vagance of Chauvelin. H e lived in a nile of great profuiioll. H e had laid 
out. and continued to exp<"nd large fums in beautifying his favourilc vi lla 
of Gras Bois, which vied in magnificence with the royal palaces. 

' Vilh whom or in what manner the fcherne originated, the p:\(JCrs under my 
infpeClion do not fupply tpecitic informatioll. Sir R obert W :llpolc was too 
cautious to make fuchattempt, had not fome favourable circumfbnccs occurred. 
It i5 not improbable that a hint imparted by Trevor, and tn(i nuated in a letter 
from H orace Walpole toqueenCarolinc, might have fuggcfh.d the firft· ide:t. 
It was anexpNimcnt which the minifierdeerned it imprudent to rcjctt. though 
he ne\'er cntertaint'(~ fanguine hopes of fuecefs. Perhaps the firl1 opening was 
afforded by Chauvclin bimfelf, who, to fuppon his own declin'ing intcreft, ",as 
ddirous offecuringthC' affifiahcc of Sir Robert \tV.lIpolc. with whom flcuryw:ls 
anxious to co-operate in cflablilllmg the peace of Europe. But he had no. 
fooner cffet1.ed a tempor:uy re-dbbliihmcnt of his credir, th:m he difcon
tinu('d this private correfpondence, rejt'[ted all pecuniary g ratificatiom, rc
[ufco to give any fartllcr information, ami became, as beforc. the invc.terate. 
enemy to England. • 

The origin, progrefs, and termin:ttion of this int rigue, are detailed in the 
prj\':tte correfpondence which paffed between Sir Robert Walpol\! and the 
carl of Vva.ldcgrave, and was communica.ted only to the k.ing. \n the fuc
ceeding ye:tr, Chau"clin made another attempt to renew his fecrct offers, in 
[uch a nl:lnner as induced the earl of W d.ldegrave to conclude, that he waulJ 
accept a bribe. Walpolc wrote to the EngljJh emb:t1fador. to avoid being. 
again deceived; to offer :tlargc bribe, of not lefs than £ .5 or lo,odo, and if 
that was not accepted, to obtain the remov:tl of one whom he caUs OUl' 

quondam friend, but now our grc:ttcft enemy t. 
While this intrigue was in agitation, cardinal Fleury, in a: confidenti:U 

converfation with tbe eMl of Waldcgravc, made heavy complaints aga.inft: 

• Horace Wll ipole 10 qllceO Caroline, Augufl: /n 17])' CorrefpMdcnce. 
t Sir Robert Walpole to the earluf Wa1d~ra.ye, September a6. 172-6. Comfponlkcco. 
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the condu8: of the Britifh tninifters abroad. :md propo(ed. througt tht 
channel of Horace VvaJpole alone, an alliance With England"". to check 
the :unbitions dcfigns ofthc Emperor. and keep in awe the reftIefs fpirit of 
the queen of Spain. who had fa often convulfed Europe to llggrandife hf'r 
own f.1.nuly. The anfwer of Horace Walpole began wi th a fj)inted remon
[trance againft the wcn.k.nt:fs of the cardinal} in liftening to all the idle and 
nl.:tlicious reporrs of thofe wbo endeavoured to fow dilfcnfions between the 
t .... "o crowns; ftated the impoffibility of acceding to the propofa1 of a. parti
cular union with France in the prefentiunft:ure, betaufe Chauvelin would 
obll::ruCt and difappoint all hopes of bringing it to a fuccefsful itfue. Hl' 
concluded wilh reprefenting, that the king had always bad in view the prc
fen.'ution of the tranquillity and equilibrium of Europe; that the numerou~ 
treaties which Fr:1nce had made before the late troublr:s, a.nd the compli 
cated negotiations for the execution of the preliminaries, in which the king 
h<1.d not participated, rendered it impoffible to determine what meafUl'es or 
:\Iliancel ,""auld be moft: proper for preferving the balance of power, until the 
whole plan of the pt:ace nlould be propofed; that if the plan 010uld appe.lf 
conformable to that great end, the king would fupport it by every means I!l 
his powl.!r; and concluded with rcprcrenting, that the cardinal would al
ways find the king difpored to prefcrve a good underfbnding with France. 

Foiled in this attempt. the cardinal endeavoured to fucceed by opening a 
pri\'ate correlpondence with Sir Robert Walpole, the knowledge of whofl; 
pacific fentiment!, infpired him willi the confidence and hopes of impaling, 
upon him. and d:awing him in groldually to abet the alliance with Franc('-, 
:lOci by 1h:lt means 10 fcparnte the Emperor ll::ill more from England. Two 
com·crfations whidl thl' c.lrdinal held willi the earl of ~r;Jdegrave on tlus 
flLl~etl:, will Icrve to !hew the art wit h which he endeavoured to amufe lhe 
Blitifh c:thinet -t, 

After dcli\'ering his fentim(:nts on the murder of captain Porteus, and re
commending lenity to the mil1ed populace who were concerned in that tran[
:lL'fion, he rcprefcntcd the neceffityof curbing tbe overgrown power of the 
Emperor; . hinted :l.S his opinion, to be foldy conurtunicated to Sir Robert 

. 'Valpole, t!\at the heft method of effecting that end. would be a league of 
the proteftant princes in Europe, to be propofed by England, and fupported 
by France, In reply to thefe friendly comruunic!-tions, the minifter com· 
miffioncll lord 'Valucgrnve to exprefs great refpect for the cardinal, and an 

• Hanct" \Va1rnle to the tilt] of W~ld~- Rohc-r! Walpolt". Odobtr :ljJ, lind ~"bvemb("t: 
&r;\v~. Auguft 8'19th, ' 1H. Corrtfpol\denl~. aIR, 1136. COrrefpOl\dcDtr. 
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t:\md l: dcfire to cultivate his fricndnlip, for th e mutual honour and 
interefl of the two kingdoms. At thi~, the cardinal inrcfrllpl in?; him. ('x. 
prcffcd the highcft opinion of Sir Robl"ft \ V.lipole's djfiingUl(hcd :llli!i. 
t ies. and p3rtirularlyexpatiateu on his int egrity and ijli ri t, charattc;i[t.iC's 
high ly ne:celiary in the compofition of:t. great milline r. H e then prop~(l.·d '1. 

feerer corrclilOndcnct'. through the channd of the C;\rI of Vlaldcgra';(', to 
which, in Fr;lncc, no one (hould be privy hut the king, .lfld in Enghnd. 
only the king and queen ; trulling, all his part, tha.t no ;Idy;mug,::: WQu\,1 
be takrll. and no hints g,i\!t'n of this intercocrlC. 

Allhough Sir Robert \¥:Ilpo\t- was not ignot:l.nt , that dminc th l'(C o\',,"r

t lln:~. the cl.rd in3.\ h:H\ bl'cn em.l~:l.\'ouring to pcrfuadc the Emr,l'rM to u)n· 
elude a ddiniti\'e tre:lty. cxdnfi .... e of the 1ll1u itime po\', {' r~ J he nl·ilber l'l.'

l'r0J.tilcd ilim for IIi ... in fi nccri ty, nor (\ec1ined the;: ofli.:r of a confilll'l ll i.ll CO[;\ 
Olunic1\tioll. H e all thc contrOlr), affe8ed III difuclie;:n:. while he hinted rhe 
report, hu.:aulc, he l'3iJ. it conl nuliCl:cd the <.lecl:tra tions fo fre'lucnrly 
and tolcmnly nude by the card inal, Ibat thc maritimc paWNS OlOllkl he 
included in "ll the definitive tr.1nf.'lCtions for a trt"<lty, as alfo. bccaufe 
l lc d id ll'1t douh t hi <; finreri ty in deti ri ng a particular alliance wi th EngJ.wcl . 
Un ifonnly a t lache-Ii III h i::. gmnd principfe of promoting peace by whomfo. 
e\'cr, or in Wh:ItC \' l' r manner it WaS t:fli:tleLI, he expl'dli:d' hi~ readinef::. to 
concu r in aU 111caCurt."i wh ich might bc jufl and honourable to the two n:l" 
t illn'l. and rC<Judlcd him 10 dmw up Jilt: heads. of a tlefiniliw trcat}". 

Although th e carl of \·V:tltlegr .. m.: juflly rcm:uhd, from his. kno\'\'krl~e of 
Ihe card inal'~ charaCter, Ihat much could not be com:ludeJ from tilde pri
va te tr.lal:ICtions, they (CI'\'I,:u, ho\\,cvt'r, to pre(cl'vc harmony, :lnd If) fof'tt.n 
the ilnlnedi;lrt: cffelts of IIJ:lt in\'C~ rcrate jealoufy wh ich ha{l lo long dIvided till' 
two natiom. The mUlu:ll intt'rch:mge (Ie fi-icndly dilCuffiotl Hrcnglht'IK''] 
the pacific fentiments. adopted by both n'l.inith:rs, nn.d l'>r!!wnteJ tile h:lily 
repewal of offl!niive meafure<;. The .outlines of the ddin iti\'c= tre:Hy were 
ii!ttkd . and the conduGon of th : general pacification accek·rarcd. 

Another confide.a.ble adValll:lgc: was. alfo llllqudlionahl) dl'rin;d from t \:il; 

pri\'ate tranf.'la iory . It g,a.ve to Sir Robert Vv'a!po\c and the carl of \V;\lde. 
grave, opportunities. of I'('prcfl'nting the m:rlicious. conduct ofCL:luveli n, and 
oc..:a(iollt:d, or hafiened hi~ dO ..... I\I:II , which took place in the commen~'cmcnt 
of the I!nfuing year, and to whi..:h the rcprdent:lt\ons of \ValJq;rJsc greatly 
contributed. 

B<.:fore til.! difmiffion of Chall"c\!ll, a ll intcrcnin~ corrcfpondcncc had 
paffed between the two brothers !lod the other mininers, relati ng to a .cu. 
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nnm incident that hnppened to the eo.rl ofWalucgr.wc at P.1rk Ch:lt1wllll 
lu\ing, among oth~r p.lpCIS, hy milbke, put into his hand~ a lettcr flOlll 

111'- Pretender, the embaO:tdur fent it by a courier to the queen. Jlllmc
(hate-lnfofluation Wll.5 forwarded by Ncwcaftle to the king at Hanover, with 
tbe: [(marks (11 Su Robert Watpnll!. Se\'eralletter!> pa{fed between the ml
mitel in L.o ndon, HU!':lc\.' Walpole at Hanover, and the carl of \Valucgravc 
.It P.lri ~J which prove the c;.;trt'lllc .llnc:Uinefs .md Jealoufy.excited by tlll:-' 
ddt overy. 

j>l.woilifm at that time produced a trL!l1lor through eye!')' nen'c of go
vcrnmtnt; and the flightcn inckknt which dift:Overeu any intercourfc be
twecn the P rett:nder and France, occafioncd the moll fenous apprdlerj. 
Sions, h wa<; no wonder, therefore, that this event OlOuld fprcad alarms, 
which the oh(el'vati on ~ of I he two brother!> were calculated to obviate, The 
letters which patIceJ, on this oceafioJl, arc given in order of date, and art" 
futhclcntly explKit without any farther illuftr.1tions -, 

During the abtcncc of the king at Hanover, where he remained till the 
beginning. of .lanu;uy. the fpirit of difcontent and infurrcCl:.ion was bury at 
home; and variou!. tumults took. p1a,c in the capita.l. and other parts of the 
kingdom. In the c:Lpital, thele dlfrurbanees were occafioncd by the WCllvcn 
ion Spitalficlds. who took lllllbrage that the Irilh were employed at an infe
rior rate of wages; and by the dif,ontcnt of the populaceJ eXCited by tbe exc 
cution of the gin act. 

Thefe alarming riols, which were notarioufly fomented hy the diraffcd:.cJ. 
were fcareel), fupprdfcd, when a morc atrocious outrage demanded [he at 
temioll of governmC'llt. Ono Wilfon, a daring fmuggler. wa'!' fentenced to 
bc hanged at Edinburgh. for having robbed a collector of the revenue. 
This man, having abetted the efcape of his fellow crimin3.I, in the time of 
di\,jne ft!n'ice, and-from the mldft of his guards, the magiftrates of £dill
burgh increarcd their ufua'l precautiol,ls for the execution of the fentencC', by 
ordering the officers of the train b:mds and the city guard, provided with arms 
ilnd ammunition, to auend for the purpofc of preventing his refcue. The 
proceffion paRed along; the fentence was performed without the fmalleft ap
penranc(' of a riot, and tbe executioner was at the top of tbe ladder cutting 
down lhe body, when the milgiftrates retired. At this moment, the popu1ac\; 
ru{hed iorwar.l towards the gallOWlI, part forced their wa.y through the gu&rds. 
with itltcntlOJh au wa& fuppofed, to calry otT the body, under the bopes 
Df recovelwg it. Othen threw large fione$, maimed feveral foldiers, and 

• Com(pondcace. J'.tr:od VJ, Articlc, thc Pretender', Letter. 
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firock captain Porteous. who was fo provoked at this outrage, that he ordered 
the joldier~ to fire. Five were killed, aDd feveraI wounded. PortL'OU5 was 
immediately apprehended, and tried. for having direCt:ru the foldiers to fire 
without the orders of the civil magiftrate7 and was condemned to dc-ath. 
But fa many favourable circumftances appeared on his trial, that feven of the 
fifteen jurymen acquilted him, and the verdict which condemned him, ac
knowlctlgcd that" he and his guards were attacked and beat with feveral {1:om.'" 
.. of a confiderablc bignefs, thrown by the multitude, whereby fcveral of the 
n foldicrs were bruifcd and wounded"'." ]n confcq\lenCe of thi$ ridiculo~ 
inconfillency in the verdiCt. and other f:lvourable circuml1:ance~, the queen 
fl'gt:llt (cnt down a refI)ite of fix wce-k'" fur the purpofe of inquiring into the 
circumfl:anccs of thc cafe. 

On thc 3d, the reprieve was brought to Edinburgh, and on the 4tll, 
\'1.~UC T('ports were circulated, that the populace had reColved, on the evening 
of the 8th, to fet fire to the priCon, if Porteous was not exeCuted on that day, 
according to his [entence, But the magifl:rates, on inquiry, could not difco
vcr any foundation for the report, and no precaution was taken to remove the 
prifoncr into the caA:le. On Tuefday the 7th, about a quarter before ten at 
night, the magifl:rafe~ had noticc, that a few boys had fcizetl the drum it]; 
tl~c fuburb of Wdt Port, and beat it in the Grafs Market within the 
city, About fix minutes before ten, they fcr.t to call out the guard imme
diately umlcr :mn5; but a few minutes hefoTe the' clock Ilruck, a mob 
fuddcnly rulhed in upon, and furpriied the guards, dro\'e them from the 
guard room, feized 3.11 thcir arms, being ninety fireloC'ks in Dumber, be
fide!> feycra.l Lochaber axes, and almon: at the fame time made lh<:mfclves 
Ill:lfiers of the city g:1tes, They then provided themfel\'es with fhot, by 
breaking open the {hops where ammunition was fold, attacked the jail. 
drove out the provofl: and magiftrates, who attempted to difperfe them, and 
wounded fcveral of their attendants • • They next ret fire to the g:uc of rhe 
priCon, :lnd rufhed inlo Ihe w:ln.ls, forced the turnkeys to ~n the dool'$, rc
leafed all the prifoners, [clud Porteous,:lnd dragged him to the GraG. Market. 
where they broke into a Ihop, took out 3. coil of ropes. and hung him upon 
a dyer's crofs poft, dofe to the common place of execution t . Lindfay, 
member for the city, found mcans to efcape from the town. and to 
convey information of the tumult to general Moyle, commander of the: 
King's troops. who were quart ered in the fuburbs ; but as he was obliged [t,) 

• Trial and Senrence. Politjcal Slat~, 1736 i and Gentleman's Magar.ine. 
t Narriltive or the Tumult. Comfpouo,kl.Lc~, 
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male :l IJf!?,e tin:uit . he did not reach the hc.\d C]uartcrs t ill ncar dC"v(,J1. 
tjl'nt:rul M uyle had alrL.tdy colkCted hie; own lfl>OP' • • lml fl'IH [uf tbole who 
wcrl.! <Juarlcr ... d .tt LUlh . but ITIclUC no attcllIrt t'l luree the gate of lll(: 
city, whilh UIIS OHlIpi<. d hy tIll' arlll t'<.l pupul.1.l.(;, l- k pctfifl::ed in n.Jufi\1g, 
to at1 ag,.!lllil rhe IIllur;',l'O{\, on t he faith of J .ilH,l!'Iy's i lltdli~('ncl', \\ilhout, 
0111 O[ tk r fi L)tn 11 H,: LiJ.'il lll:lgitlratc; :lnd :l.~ he dceIIJt.'d it impollib!e to out.liu 
::'Il mJt'J hom tit ... Ill.lgdlratc . ill tbe Lily. II{' dlljJ:J.tdll..J a md1i'l1f!,cr to An· 
dn .. w FklLhcr, IUld JuHil.c ckrk of Scotland, wlw wae; at IllS \111;1 at lh t' 
dlfb,ncc of .1LO\T t\\ O mills and n iI,tlf. FINch~r bcillg in hul. no itlliwa 

\\'JS pracurtJ unt il onc o'clock, and by ((loll' OIlitakc, it \\'a~ tllcH udiH'ICti 
not to Ihe gcncral, hut to Lilldl~ly. l\kanwhiIL', the execution of POI'l .. ·tlU ~ 
had taken pl:tce. the cxc rt ioll~ of the 111llil.lTy wcre rcnuert,d UlllJC('c/[l/'J, 

hy the difjleriion of the riotcf$, and in Ihe.; morn ing, I.:uinhmgh wa~ in :\ 
natc of ixrfctt 1J.~m'1ujJlitr. 

Lord Jl.\) ,'"l ~ fl'nt to Ediliblll'g,h, (lS the ollly perroll c.tJl:1.hlc. 01 brill~' 
Illg the ofii:mkr\ h) juflicc,:, The accOllnt'> ... whi ch he tr.lnlmittc.:d tll 

Sir Rohert '''.lIpoIc, proreJ I hat :J. rq!,uiar J)'{lclllJ.tic pbn Iwl bl'Ul 
formcd with lhe utll1cft Ji.;crcc}, ami u,du't th.lt [cn;r.d ll1:J.de Ihi§ 
inf:ullous mUH!t-r ;l poill t of l:onleimce. am! that one of tht' aCtors 
wtmt to a coulltry church, where the l:lCrament W:1.o; gircll to i.\ .,uge 
Jltunbcr of people in the Lhurch.y,ml. anJ hoaikd of the Ol:lrC \\ iLldl 
he had takl'u in th~ tl :\nr:ll~lon. J Ie obtcm:u. til:J. t perron'> wlio affctl(;J 
l;mclity. fjlOkc of rhe muruer as th~ h,IllU of God doing,lullice, and ['lPIIl . 
b.acd il11 emk'Olvours to bring the acturs 10 condign punilhmcnt. ;1e; g,il'\Ou'i 
p,:\fcculion. H e adcletl alfo. that although [en:ral PCr[UIlS h,1(1 bl'Cl\ i'l1pn_ 
if)l)l·d , and l:\re,e [(;wanls ofii:r\'d. no u,(coycnes had been rmlJe of UW pt.!rp{_ 
trntor!l or lllfiigJtors of thi:. jl.rrociou~ :let . 

.... Comfpondcncc. 
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r e./pcdilJg Illf' 'funwiJ; 11/ Edi/JIJI~rgl,.-()1I Sir JQhll B,JY/lqrd' J Srhf'lll( Irll" I/'" .' R/:dIlrVWI of Jmercjl.-L;cmliollji/!j; 0/ Ik: StrT;:(.-On:~ 1IJ mid fro.~r{'fi nj 

1/", 7Jia.y/t.olfft Bill. 

T H I S femon. of l,nrliamcnt, wh ich npened on the In ,of Fcbru:try, ..... lS 

as unquiet and Jlormy, ns Ihe lJ.ft li:1d bl.!;."n cJ.fy :1nd IlanquiL 
TLl.c r~rliamc~tary p,occ\:uing,s \\hich il is m:t.:cU:'uy to notit.:c. arc the 

debates n:fJ"-'tl"ing the tumults in EJinburgh; Sir John Darn:t.rJ\ propo!ai 
for the n.:duC1ion of inlcrdt; the playhoufc bill, and til..:. motion for 
:10 addrcfs to the king, to fettle £.100,000 per annum on tlte prince of 
\Va.ks. 

The 41Cccb from the throne noticed the I.tk dinurhallcC'~. but without any 
fpccific mt'ntlOl\ of the tumult at Edinburgh. It \\3.5 3.1l\\\'cr ... ·d by llly:\\ :l.U~ 

(lidJCs from butb huule~. ~'xprdfing th>!ir :1bborrencc of {udt OLltr:lg<.:~. aut! 
\ileir ref()iuti.t111 to fUppOfl the rO), j,J au\hori~y ill lupprcffing ",II riotous and 
li:ditiou~ attl'mpb, which threatened the very being of th~ conflitution. The 
minifter, however, (ecms lo hlVC been cmbarr:1ifl:d in \,hat manner to intro
duce the inyuiry. Fortunately, lord CarteI'd relil' \'(:d him from this di
lemma. Although he was in dolent oppo{itioll to the mcafures of admi
fliftration, yet hejufily thought tbat.the indignity committed agailll1 the 
db.blilhd governmcllt, OlOuld not remain unpuninlCd. He accordingly 
refcrn:tl to that part of the Ijlecch which alJuun.l to the tumults in various 
parts of the iUngdotn. After arguing that thefe riots did not proceed from 
difaff~Ct.ion ·to govcTODlent, and complaiuing. that nutwith!l..tndi ng (he power 
with which the civil mngifiratc wa~ armed, the mil itary force had been em. 
ployed in fuppreOil)g them, he l\(h'cltl:d to (he mun.lcr of captain Porteous. 
which he prticularly !\ig,matifc:d :b a man atrocious deed; obfcrving that 
the confpif!1~'Y which had effeCted it was the more dreadful, bec.ulC it w.:u 
concerted and executed with great deliberation and lllcthoJ, and W.lS attend. 
cd witJl DO other dirorder. He Wr\$ of opinion. that fome citizens of Edin_ 
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Paind VI. burgh had been concerned in th~ murder j that the magiflrates had encou· 
'73410 '71]' raged the riot, and that the city bad forfeited its charter j he concluded with 
~ exprel1ing h0l': ~ : I ,.lf nn inquiry would be maJe into the parti ... ulars and 

circumftallcc!> (,I 'j , ( .Ife. 
Tile: duke of New{afll~ and the lord chanceUvr, after contending for tbe ne· 

cclIil yuf emplo}'ing t he military force in fupprdlil.g riots and putting the laws 
in execution. andjuflifying the reprieve of captain Porteous,did not refill of 

promote the invcfiigation propofed by lord Carteret j they only argued for a 
general inquiry into the caules and circumflances of the riot, and not for a 
ipecific inquiry into the difturbances. C:lrtcret, in reply, maintained the ne
ceffity of a p.·uticular inquiry, and of confining it to the tumult at Edin
burgh. The earl of llay, after oppofing tbe forfeiture of the charter, and 
ob,ferving that the outrag('!: had originated from rlifaffctboR to government, 
uecl:lri .. "<.) JJimr ... lfin faxour of a I"H{irubr mguiry, and cxplt:ifeu his rcadinefs 
t o join in any propofition for that purpore. A motion was accordingly made 
by Cartt:rct, for the alltndance of the magjib-ates, and other perfons who 
could give th~ necdf.'lrr infomlation, and for an addn.:fs to tbe king, that 
copie,; of the trial of captain Porteous, and the account of the murder, fhould 
he laid before the houfe. 

In confequencc of this motion, which pafii·d without appotition, the re
fpcctive document~ were produced. J n examining the proceedings of the trial, 
it plainly apvearcd that Porteous was fully jufl:ifi ed, from the principles of fclf
defence. in firing t.lpon the mob, and that the repril!ve granted by the queen 
was founded on law and juftice; and as the conftitution of the criminal law 
in Scotland was different from that in England, it appeared incomprehenfi
hie to moft of the pcer~, that :l perfon could be condemned to death, upoo 
a verdiCl: fa inconfiftcnt wilh common juftice. Accordingly. it was fuggcfled 
by Carteret, to declare the verdiCt:: erroneous; this proporal was oppofed by 
the earl of Ilay and the lord chancellot, and no motion w.u made". 

Having thus juilifil.'<1 the proceedings of government, the next objet\: 
was to difcover thofe who were concerned in the: murder, and to 
punifh all who either concert~d or connived at it. The m~r:ltes of Edin
burgh. tlle commander in chief of the forces, Lindfay, member for the city, 
as well as the Scots judges, were fevcrally and feparately C'xamined at the 
bar. Their allegations, however, were confufed and unfatisfatlory .. but 
proofs appeared .that the magiftrates had not been fufficiently aCtive in pre
venting the riling of the mob, or in fuppreffing it when excited. Yet no 
Jegal evidence was obtained to convict them, nor did it appear that lOy of 

.... Lo:d.' Deb;Ut~. 
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the citizens had been IlCcclfary to tlac murder, :md not a fmgk palon ,\\' ,\5 Ch"ptCf . ,. 

di(co ver~l who hOO been concerned. in It. Notwilhlbllding this ddi~ 17:;" 

eieney. the majority of the peers thought it llt·ccO:try fn bring in a bill of ~ 
pains and penalties againfi the provufi: :lOd city, fo r lonniving at, or not prc~ 
venting the perpetration, of fa atrocious a deed. 

The bill was oppofcd in a very aniluatcd ijlccch hy the duke of Argylo. 
who contended that jt W:1S an ex poft flao 1;1\\. punilhing ;\ whole commu-
nity for crimes within the reach of ~he inferior court" of jufbcc. It waS 
Jlevcrlhcle(<; curied by a majority of 54 againll: 21, and Ii-:nt UOWII to the l\IdY H. 

commons, under the title of n An Act to dir.'\ble Alexander \,\,i1fon, efquirc, 
from taking, holding, or enjoying, any office or place of magifiracy. in ~c 
city of Edinburgh, or dfcwherc. in Gre.:lt Britain. for impriloning the ("id 
Alexander Wilfon. and for abolinling tile guard kept up in the faid city, 
('ommonly called the town guard; and for taking away the gates of the 
Nether Bow Port of the (aid dry, :lI~d keeping open the fame." 

Such was the title, and fuch were the penalties of this famous bill, as it 
was fent to the commons. It is cerrain. the miniftcrial party in the haute oj 

peers, hatl not thoroughly confidered the nature of the Scottirh c;onftitmion. 
as left by the at\:. of union; nor was the evidence fufficient for jull:ifying the 
feverities contained in the bill. Wilfon, the lord provon, was a weak well
meaning man, and had acted to the heft of hi~ courage and capacity; and 
the greateft imputation fixed on him by evidence, W:1S his not having been 
nd.-.ivc in arming the citizens the u:\y bt:fore the Tiol hld happened, when 
only v:lgue rumours were whifpered. With refpe8: to the penaltie$ inflitled 
upon the city of Edinhurgh. doubts were raifcd whether they could regu~ 
lady be impofcd. even by a Britilll parliament, confiftcntly with tile articles 
of union". 

Accordingly, the oppofition was violent 4nd ftrenuous; m~ of the pcrfom In the bou(c 
who had appeared :It the houie of lords, were again examined before the com~ of commonJl 
mons; petitions were received, and counfcl hellId againft the bill. The Scot·, 
tinl members, who were affeCl:ed by the fiigma to be affixed on their ca .. 
pital, and looked upon the queilioll AS a national concern, uniformly op-
pored. and many of them, particularly D~ncan Forbes, the lord advocate 
of Scotland, difplayed great abilities. On every reading it produced. frelh 
debate5, and in one inftance was carried only by the cafting voice of colonel 
Bladen, the chairman of the committee. 

Walpole rpoke only on the firJt reading. and thcn he raid but. few word • 

• Tindal. .. 
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in reply to thofe who ob.retled to the . ill. becaufc it originated in the hou r~ 
of lords. He obfcrvcd, that he W:1S as jealous of their right as any othe r 
gentleman l'ould he, but thought too fcrupulous a jealoufy at tlus time 
might be attelld~d with the wodi confcquences. In reply to an obfcrvatiO/1 
of Dunc:ln F orhe!'., thnt Icnderncfs ough t to be fhewn t o the corporations 
Jl,nd boroug,h~ whICh the common'" rcpreCcnted, cCpecially thofe of Scotland . 
hl: urged Ihal the commitmcnt of tbe bill was the: grcateCt mark of ten 
demci'S which could be Chewn. It was to punifll, in an exemplary manner. a 

prtlice that had hecn 100 much encour<\gcd; a praaicc, whic h if not fup 
prelTcd, muo. defhoy the right of all corporations, a.nd perhaps abollOl til e' 
privileges of tht: houle, am.! t ile \Cry form of the cnnflituliun. H e con~ 
clu<ied, by faying, th",t gentltmen would not oppare the hill without better 
reafons than :lny 1113t h,ul yet appe:trcd. H e tJid not cnter into the merit!>. 
or,rl i(cu(s tht' pmof~ 01 lile object iom urged by the Scolti fh bwyers. but Icft 
tho(~ ]lO;lli~ HI [,c '1l~1J(:d b} dIe :utorncy and {olicitor gem'T:li. He by nn 
means made it .1 minilteri ,\l lJudlton, In the ho ~rl' of i ord~. fome of hi., 
fri end!! had promoted :lIllI lit hers refilled it, and on one qnefUolI, the duke 
uf Ncwcaille and 101 d lil,\/lce llor f-I J.rdwicke Ilad l'otetl on different fides! 
The ['\lnc circumfLtnc.c occurrl:U ill the houfc of commons, Soml:' of the 
man violent oppofcrs of g(H'crnml.'n t bt;:frienc.led tilC bill, am] others abfentcd 
thcmld vcs while it W~ tkpc:mling, H e waS' molt anxious that thl' queen 
fhauld he juildll'ti fo r granting the rtpricye. and that fome puni lllmenr 
n,ould be infliCted on the magl(lrates, a~ an example to dcter othcNo, and lo 
render the civi l power rerponfiblc for out rages committed in their Jurifdic
tian: A falutary and e(femial att of policy. 

\Vhen thcre points were gained. he W:l~ not inclined to enforce the penni
t ics. He [uffered therefore tlle hill to he mo<ilfild and mit ig ,ltr.:d. That 
put which o rdered the abolition of tile Lity gU:\Hl, and the demolition of 
the gates, was omitreu. and tbe whok' was reduced to an <tel II for cJirahhng 
Alexander \Vilron, the provon. [r:J1ll tll.\'ing. holding, or enjllying. any offic(.', 
or placc of magifiracy, in' the ci ty of Edinburgh, or elfewhere. in Great Bri .. 
tain, and for impoGng a fine upon the faid cOl"f'OTation , of £. :zpoo, for the 
benefit of the widow of POTteous If. " The bill, however, thos mit igated and 
rendered U fiinglefs-h" met with unceafing QPpoittiol,,'ancl afrer having 
Slarrowly cfcaped being t lltown 0'..11, was (ent back to the lords, who agreed 
to the amendments. and it finallv recei"ed the royal afiCnt . 
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While this ad: was in agitation. anotber paffed the lords, 3Ud \\' ;\5 (ent 
down to the commons~ " For the more effeCtual bringing to jufiice, any 
penon! concerned in the barbarous murder of captain John Porteous, Jlld 

punirhing fueh as lhaJl knowingl}' conceal any of the faid offenders. " This 
bill was of", revere nature, and was direCted to be read, for a fbted time, Ly 
the eftabliOlcd clergy of Scotland, in their pulpits, e"ery Sunday. Anaongfl 
other daufes, it contained an indemnity to any perron who .... as concerned ~ 
the murder, provided he difcovered and convicted an accomplice, before the 
lirftof February. This c1aufe was added to the bill by th~ commons, as wasalfo 
:mother, promifing U a reward of f.. zoo to any one who filOuld diCea ... cr, and 
conviCt. by.their evid::ncc, any perfon concerned in the murder." Thefe 
provifions were by many thought too fevere, and cenfured as giving too 
great encouragement to informers. Tbe Scots, when the 3Ct. wa.s read to 
them, treated it with the utmon contempt.i 3nd though many thourands 
were publicly concerned in the: murder, and fome of them tried, yet none 
were legally con\'itted ... 

Thefe proceedings augmented the unpopularity of the minill:er, by in .. 
flaming the refentment of Scotland, and facilitated the efforts of the duke of 
Argyle, to retum,4t the next eieClions, 11 majority of the Scots members iJl 
favour of appetition. 

Sir Robert Walpole incurred. great cenfure by the alienation of the unk.ing 
fund; and has been expofetl to no lefs obloquy, for his oppofition to Sir 
John Barnard's feheme, for reducing the interdi of the national debt. He 
h,LS heen accufed by party, p.rejudice. or mifapprehenfion, of the mea.neft mo
tives for adopting this line of comluEt; motives fo contradictory, that they 
refute each other. By lome't, he was fufpeCted of having clandcftincly 
promoted the introduCtion of the bill. It was infinu:1ted that, at firft, be 
intended it fhould p3.fs j and that he only deferred the meafurc until the 
queen, who was fuppofed to have a .. million in the funds. could jell out to 
advantage. Others t, on the contr3.i)', afcribe his oppafition to the mean 
fpirit of jcaloufy, and reproach the minifter with having exerted the wllole 
power of government, that he might deprive Sir John Ea. nard of his du.e ap-:. 
plaufe. . 

In 'the committee of fupply the mininer moved a refoiution, that .a fum 
of -one million lhould . be taken from the linking fund, and applied to re
tl c.em :1 million of old South Sea. ann.uities. The mot inn was oppofed hy 
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fl:\fcral membe rs , principally- of the minority, who argued for the expediency 
of appropriating that fum to the difcharge' of the debt due to theo:bank, 
becaufl! the iutercO: paid to the bank was fix per cent. whereas that on the 
other p:lrts of the publi c debt did not exceed four. They accordingly 
propoJed the amendment ; but the original motion was carried without a 
di\'jfion. 
~On the 14th ef March the refolution was reported and agreed to -. On 

this occaGon, Sir John Barnard propofed. that the hou(e fhould rerolve itfdf 
into a committee. to take: ink> confideration the n:l.tional debt, and to 
receive any proporal which might be made to reduce the intercft to three per 
cent. The miniftcr. after a few oblervations on the danger of m~dling with 
public credit, or taking nny ft.ep which might be ,likely to affea it. without 
the moll mature renett ion. declared that he had no objettion to a com
mit'tee, bec:mti: t ime would bl~ allowed ftJr rlelibcration; and concluded. 
that if :w)' feafonable fcheme for reducing the interefi. OlOuld be then pro
poled, he (hould rcat.lily agree to ir. 

On the 18th. the account of the nat ional debt, wbich amounted to 
[ ,47.866.596, was produced . On the 2. TO:, the houfe rerolved into a commit. 
tee of rupply, and Sir John Barnard brought forward his rcheme. With a view 
to popularity, it was called,:1 proporal tow.m ls lowering the intcrcfl: of all the 
redeerna.ble debts to three per cent. and thereby to enable the parliament 10 giv~ 
immed;o/t toft 10 his mnjijJ)" Juhjefls, by taking off fome of the taxes which 
are maft burthenrome to the' poor, and erpeci:1lly to the manufaCturers, as 
likewife 10 giv~ tnft to tlu ptopl", by Jdfcrung the annual taxes for the current 
fervjce of the year t. 

• JotlnlaJs. 
+ ~he propofal was a~ follO\\'5: 
II That :\0 offer be made to the propr\rlors of 

the South Sea anouities, as well old as new, at 
filch times 3S the refpe8:ivc trllum books 
thall be {hI, in the following mann«, viz. 
T hat all perlims be at liberty to make their 
(lplion for the whole, or any pan of their ca
pital of Ollt or more of tbe particul:ns under
mentioned. foe whi",h books be bid OJ'(n at 
tbt South Sea houft, fot fa lon& time u !hall 
be thought proper, viz, All \\'ho ddire to ~ 
paid their . monty. to enler their names ud • 
fUUlS in one book. Tbofe who {h3.11 ehufe to 
have annuron for certain ttTms of yean, tnd 
the c~pila l to be annihilated, may fubfcribc in 
p;lrticulu bouk~ for thai putpofe, at lhe W. 
Iowin, 1ltes ; 

Though 

II For 4' Ytan; at .. per Cent. ~r Ann. 
3l )'e"rs 4t S 
~3~ Years at 6 
19 Yean at 7 
16 Yean It 8 
J3~ Yars at 9 
u Yean at 10 

f·,.ha! the proprietors of fo nl\}ch ofthe C3_ 

pital, as a,al! not be cl:timal in money, nor 
illbkribed iolo fame of tbe annu.iriu for t~, 
of yean, {haJJ, for the future. be inlitled to :1O 
llIIouity of 1 per cmt. per annum emly. And 
for the cllw ungemeot of W IlIlnuiUints to 
accept of 3 per cent. re!annum, it is p-6pofed, 
thl:t tbty be nat {\Ibje8: to redemption or di
minution ofthdr al'iUuities 'for the term of 14 
y,*,. And that all the anDU'itin for term. of 
IcUI be tnJJIfenble at the South Bea hott(c, 

without 
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Though the principle of the meafure was ruch as to intitle its founder to 
expeCt: much popularity, yet as the interefi.s and prejudices of m;my per[ons 
Were to be combated, great oppofition was excited, and the {totes of OLrgu~ 
ment and calculation exh;tuit(!d in defending the plan. 

Sir john Barnard moved. in a committee of fupply, u that his majefty be 
enabled to t:life money, either by fale of annuities for years or lives. at fuch. rates 
as fhould be prefcribed, or by borrowing at an interefl. not exceeding three pet 
ccnt. to be applied towards redeeming old and new South Sea annuities, and 
that fuch of the annuitants as iliould be inclined to Cubfcfibc their rcfpee
t ive annuities, nlould be preferred to all othen. ... 

This motion occafioned laog debates. It was principally defended by 
the landed, and refined by the monied intercil;, amI the minifter's friends 
were divided. The houCe Idid not appear incljned to adopt any fpccific dc~ 
terminalion; fome of thore who were averfe to the meaCure. declared thcm~ 
[elves incapable of giving thei r opinion, without due reflection :lnd more in
formation. They moved, therefore, that the brther confideration Ihould be 
deferred till that day Cc'nnight, which was agreed to without oppofition. 
This point being carried, the adverfaries of the bill made another efiort, which 
was attended with fucceCs. It had been urged as ,illl objecHon, that a COI1-

fidera.ble part of the South Sea. annuities belonged . to widows and orphans, 
and to perrons who were proprietors of [mall fums : This fuggeftion had a great 
effetl: upon the ho~re. Willing therefore to take advantage of this impreffion. 

withou t <lnr charge; as wcl1l$ the annuilie, tants. which mull affl'll them in a Ycry high 
.. ·hkh thai be continued at 3 per cent. per manner, IS il tt:lIds greatly to reduce IhO:lr 
"'nnum. And that a1\ the anlluitie~ for terms capit~I, br. coutinual byitlg OUt the money paid 
of years, comtn("llce fronl the dClermination of off in ue .... annuiti~ at advallced prices. 
the Itnllujtit~ of 4 per cellt. without ~Ily lof. of " ff the parliament filould be willing to in· 
lime. It iJ apprehended, that thb off"u will dulge IIny pcri"ous, oot being fo~igna~. who 
be more beneficial to the proprielof5 than the m~y be advanccrd in years. with ,alln uj l ir~ for 
remaiuing in their pre(ent {iluaci()n. Iml re- term of life; the following ralcs ~re fublillttcd 
ceiving a million at a time, to be divided ai' to the confideration of gentlemen " 'ho hhC 
tern.nel), between the old and the new :ulnui- turned their Utought. 10 tbis fubjelt. vit, 

To perron. 44 Yean old, or upwards, 7 per Cent. for L ife. 
S] - - - 8 
S9 • 
63 10 

"If thefe rates for lives, or any other fltts, 
nl()uid be thought COllvenient 10 be offered; 
it ia IN:n propared, that the old aud new an· 
l"Iui:an" be permilled to Cul?fc.ribe any pan of 
their cltpital. Ihey being wilbin the limi"lion 
of yean; above nprdTed; and that nQne or die 
propofth fore,oin& be ~e for rudy money I 

becaufe it i. reafonable lh~t the prerent crC'_ 
d;tora fil()u ld bave the preferenCe ill any "d· 
vanlageou, (lift:!" made loy the parliilnlenl, II: 
this i~ apprehended tO~, 'nce mOrlr')' 1II3r be 
ra ifed at J pet CI'n\. per annum, with a liherty 
of redeeming the fame at pk"J.(ure." 

3 S • Ihe)' 
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they moved on the followi.ng day, that an account fhould be lai.d before the 
houf.:. , of the quantity of old and new South Sea annuity /lock. holden by 
any exct:utor~ . admiJJi Jlr.:l.lul~, 01 trultees; which accounts were prefc:nted 
on the cll(uing Frid.IY· 
Hid ~C'rto the mininer took no public part, either for oragaino. the fcheme; 

although hl! was generally f11 rpoft:o '" to be inclined in its favour. But from 
thi<; pl!lioc..l he W:\~ (It:tl:Tmim'd to uppofe it. though he thought it prudent t o 
aCt with circumfpei:1ion, as mnny members. who were perfollall y au:\chcd 
to him, f.woun:d the mcafure. In this 6tu3otioo the mininer had watched 
the ptogrc(~ of public opinir.n. and found it decidedly m\Ycrfe to the pro
potal, which exclkd the man violent clamours among the proprietors of 
the funds. 

D urinp; tht' aJJO\\rnmcnt of the bU{i,\~f'i. the min\{\erial papc~ were 
filled wllh Ob lCaiolls (0 the _lllca(lln', and. a p c rfj);l.:uoJ'U) fiatement .t-~ 

expoGng 

* Roben to Hor:l(.e WJlpole. Trevor, 
AIJlil 19, 1731. CortdpOllllt:llle'. Opill lon ~ 
oj tht dtH.hcl ~ of Marlboruu~h. 

t ., As I Lan hy on nleal1~ .approve of the 
/d lemc, pubhflllrl in ) o ur paper of ~a !Ur
day lan, for redU(;jl1g the illterd l o t tilt na
tional debt to 3 pu cent. I nll\lI. Inr the fake: 
01 IIlIIfe who ar\< 1I0T ~tquJinted with ~Jcllb· 
lion,> 01 Ihl~ kinu, make a few obfe\'ValioJl~ (\II 
the I'TOpo{ed method of redutlion. thllt fuc h 
p TOvrietollol Ihe puhln: funil\ Ulay fee how 
Illr their illttrefis art like 10 he affe8:ed by it. 
And, in the 6ret pla(,.e. I obren e, that the an· 
11111111" pruf'£>\"] for cel lllio tt"rm~ of \'ears are 
Lll.ulJl . ,I,11 t.11111'01l1Id Inl~lcJl, ~l!o; ... in!! the 
~lImln IIH~ j I'rr l l'nr. lor tht"ir money. ~nd 
Ih" hu ['111\ "ltl1(' ~IlI1Uily I~ to n" imb')rfc theil' 
tI,.il' l' I IiLhat~ 11I0iley al thr t:,mc ra te of in
,rrdt. 

u T o I"xplalO thi,. 1 01311 nx 111,0n the lirA 
.1I11l111ty l'ropoferl, whirll is i per cenl. for 47 
l t"3r~, at th t: 'nd of whl,"h ,he c"pial i5 10 be 
.Il1lJihiJ"tM . Sy Ihis j!ropofJI, the pun:ha(er 
" 10 rCHl\e 3 per c<,nt. inttrell, ~nd l l'>t re· 
maJlli o .~ I percelll.l~ to relmbllr(e the rur(.h~fe 
In(mr," III the lC'rm propofl'd at comp(mnd I n~ 
urd"t ; hill J Cllt1l10t Ihink thb II fair method 
n( compul,lIion in Ihr p"fent (lI(e; fur, .I~ 
Ihongh It bt- Irur. th n [ . 1 pcrannum will, in 
41 !itJn, llmO\\l\ltn £ . 100 at (olllpuund in
tereCi- ; , 'ct It I~ highly impl'Qbahlt. it not im· 
pojliblc, th~ 1 in terdl upon inttrtfl. or indeed 
~ny inlnea al :l.l~ fhnuld he made of w eh 
!ma.Il fum~ for 47 yean nlOning, as nluft be 

clone, to mire Ihe fum :tdv:lIlced ; :l.nrllherefore 
fuLiI :I. O1elhod of cakul.l.lIoli mufl: be- f.tlla 
ciou~. and nOlhlllg but Ihe (uflllu, of Ihe :III' 
nUlly call he fafdy relied on for reim burft"ment 
of th!' pun:hafe money; allll tht'n jl WI ll be 
lvitlll ir t v tilt' me.men Upllclly, that If thl :111 _ 
nuil~ nlS arl': allowC'd 3 peT cent. for thei r pur .. 
dlale: mOIlC'Y. thev will. at the end of 47 years, 
h.lv!' recc1ved no mor~" dL111 41 per crnt. o f 
their prindpal; 3nd in all the other calcs fhe 
purch~fe rs of the propored annuilin wi ll be 
cClnfiderable lufC'rll oilly it i~ ICI bt!(thfrrvl'd, th~t 
Ihe n.otter th!' term i,. th~ lefs the \of~ will be : 
Ii)r if Ihe :>nrll1ilY be 7 llel c~t. fClr 19 ,.ea~ 
Ihe purc h;\ /i rs will r~relVe had<_ 76 per CtOI. 
IIlld If 10 prr It"nf,\.oe ~Ilowed tor 12 years, Ihey 
I< ill r('c(wl': t..alk 8~ per Lcont. of Iheir principal 
money: T he rr~fol\ of whit.b is very obviou~ 
\0 thofe who know, that compound il\lerefi is 
a f(riC'S of geomelrick progreffion, 

.. Sct:ondl' I obfrrve, that if, oul of any of 
the prepafe: annuit ie:s, there is annually refer .... 
cd a fum lufficient 10 reimburfC' the purcha(e 
money, the annuitants will not recc:ive an in. 
lerdl o f :l j"lt'r cent. tlPOU their principii. And 
for the proof of thi" I a.alt only take notice 
o f the: t\\'o e"tremC'to and n liddle term in the an· 
n\litie~ propofed; by whieh it . ill .ppear. 
Iholt if L.2 out of [ . -4- be refe:rved for 4-7. 
yc:a13, it will raife. no more thtn /:. 94-, and 1£ 
[ . S (lut of [. 7 be refervtd for 19 ),C"(ln, it 
will amounl to nn nwe: than £. 95. and C.8 
out of C. 10 for I~ ynrs. wiu give only £.¢. 

Il T hlrdly, It is to ~ obfervC'd, that the 
ml'tb04 
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expofing its inexpediency, appeared in the \Vhitehall Evening pon, which 
was either drawn up by the miniftl"f him(e1f, or appro\'crl by him. In the 
filIllC paper, of the 26th, an appeal was made to the (eelines :\nd paffio lls at 
the public, in which the bill was defcribed, as tending to ruin trade, to de
populate the capital, to impoverifu widows and orphans, to reduce the 
fanners to day labourers, and the fons of noblemen and gentlemen to 
farmers. 

Thefe exaggcmted declamations made a deep impreffion on the publ ic mind. 
When the houfe met on the 2l::th to rerumc the confideration of the bill, 
Sir John Barnard entered into a full explanation of his (cherne, and laboured 
with great addrefs am.! ability to obviate there popular objeft:ions. H e went 
over :1l1 the grounds of political expediency, and in' tile court;: of a \ !e ly 

long and ingenious explanation, urged, that in every view of the fubjcfr, re·· 
lating to [he cxtenfion of commcrce~ both domeftic and foreign, to dle ell-

method propored will not enJble the parliament 
til give immediate eare to his mnjdl:y'~ (nbjw" 
by tak il lg off fome of the !JlleJ which are n ~() 1l:: 
b urtlwnfnme 10 the poor, :'Ind l.fpC'Ciillly 10 tile 
man ufa8:lIrer<.: For, by rhe fir!l propof:ll, the 
fame annual interell:: whi c.h is now paid,viz. 4 p~r 
Ct'llt. is to be con tinued for 47 years; and coo
fcquend y the t3Xes (oy which Ih.lt interdl is 
r.a iftd mufi be continued for that lerm, which 
\dll give but [mall rdief to the prrfell t gene
r:nioll. And in all the: othere:\(,'s, t he allnu~ 1 
iulereil min be :mgmented, inll:ead o f beillj:; rc: · 
JIlted; for if the proprietors of l., zO,ooo,OOO 
of the public debb could be fUPlloft d to U', 

cept any of thefe annuities upon the ttrm <; 
propafed. the annual interell:: mufi then be 'ill ' 
tuafed in the foUowing mllflfler, viz. 

For]1 Yean C. 100,000 per Ann. 
2.]~ Years t. 400.000 
19 Years C. 600,000 
1 /) Year<; £. &00.000 

Ili Ye;irs £. 1,000,000 
fa Year!> t. 1,100,000 

u Fourthly, lobfervt, That the other part of 
the fcheme, which rdates 10 AIlIlUilj,U upon 
lives, i. liable toth./ame objedion: for if the:' 
propoW allnuitiu • taken at a medium of 
.~ per cenl. and the twcs are fuppofed lit a 
mu\ium to continue 18 yean (which very 
llearly coinr.idw: ... ilh the MaJeI bid down for 
finding the number of yun d"e to ."y givcn 
life) *" it will be evident, teat a Further 
iolercA 0{ +i per ceat. mua be ra6&d to pay 

fn ch :'Innuilics, which will mOR: 111<\0 double 
the prcfcnt a nnu21 imerefi. 

.. Fifthlll, It i~ to heohrtrved, th:\t lh is kheme 
is not c:a fcubtrd fnt the good o j the: whnle, 
hut, ae t'oruing to the (lId prov(rll, to rob Ilr:tlT 
to pay i'aul, or, to remove tile burt heo from 
one !,~ rl of the community, and by It upon 
II noth~r. :mu upon that P'~ rt too ",hieh h:1I" 
al ready contributed no lefs than {i '( fllillings 
:l11d right-pence ill tilt' pound towarus I..::fl i nillg 
Ihe public dehu . 1 am un\ldll ing to c:h ~ r9.e 
t he author witb an intention to opprt'!'s th. 
proprieton of tbe public fund s, though l,is 
(cherne manifefily lends 10 it: but why.lor'S 
IIi , tentlefllf'(' lie all on fJllC fHie ~ Is therr no 
plLrt of it due to thofe widows 11111.1. orphlnl. 
who have no olher way of (ubfillelll e, bUI the 
income of final! {ollunes in governlnwt (eeu-

• ritic\? For my part, r cannot perceive 'he ho. 
nrfly or palky of nung one part nf the com· 
mUllity, by dHlrefti Ilg another; nciti,er fan 1 
apprehend ::Illy wildoll) or juflier in makillg 
Invitlious .hflinCl:ions between the landed amt 
mon :ed illir refi, finte it i, in a J: Teat meafure 
uwing 10 thofr, who vemu",d their furtnon in 
the public fund&, that the Protdbnt part of 
this lI;!.tion il:tve :lny bods or lii.Jerlies ltit. 1 do 
therefore ho~ Ih:u tht!:r prefent i. :tel'd} will 
not br Idfeneti; but iF nothing elfe will fet"e, 
I am perfuadtd I can propllfe a way of dning 
it thai will be the lean injuriou! to them ohoy 
that can be thnught of, which, i( called Upoll. 
I am ready. to p,llu!ifb,l' 
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couragcmcnt of indurtry, the increafe of population, the augmentation of the 
manurat\:ures, and the improvement of agriculture. this plan would be at
tendeu with the moO: extenfive and beneficial confequences. He raid, that 
even thore pubbl (ccuflties whIch-bore an intercfi of three per cent. only. WNC 

lold :it a premIUm in Change Alley: he was, therefore, perfuaded, that ,dl 
thore: who were willing to give a. premium for a three per cent. lccuriq" 
\\ ould gl.ldly Icnn their money to government for the f.·une imercft, fhould 
books of fubfcription be opened for tha.t purpofe. with an a1furance, that nu 
p:ut of the principal nlOuld be paid off for fourteen years. H e exp.uiated 
on the national advantages that would accrue from a reduction of lntercfi.. 
From a. long feries of calculations, he inferred, that in a very little time the 
interefl upon all the South Sea annuitie-; would bt: reduced from four to three 
per cent. without .any danger to public credit, or breach of public faith; that 
then the produce of the finking fund would amount to fourteen hundred 
thou(and pounds per annum, fO be applied only towards redeeming the ca
pltalof the (everd.l lld.Jing companies: he proved that this meafure would 
hring every one of them fo much within the power of parliament, that they 
would be glad co accept of three per cent. intereft on :my reafonable terms; 
in which cafe the finking fund would rife to one million fix hundred thou_ 
fund pound ... per annum, Then the parliament might venture to annihilate 
one half of it, by freeing the people from the taxes upon coab, candles, foap, 
leather, and other fuch impofitions as lay heayy upon the poor b.bourers and 
manufacturers: the remaining part of the finking fllnd might be applic<1 to .. 
wards the difcharge of thofe annuities :l.nd public debts, which bare an in. 
t eref\: of three per cent only, and afterwards, towards diminifhing the capital .. 
of the fevC't'.ll trading companies. till the term of fourteen years fhould be 
expired; then the linking fund would again ,,-mount to above a million 
yearly. which ~uld be fufficient for paying them off, and freeing the nation 
cntirt:ly from all its incumbrances ..... 

'Valpok. among others, replied to this ftatement, but his arguments were 
confined to {hew that the time was improper for thereduCtion ofintereft+. He 
W3.S fully com'inced that the propofal. in the fh:\pc it was offered by Sir John 
B.lrnard. was neither expedient or pra&icable. It became neceffary there
fore either to amend or throw it out. To throw it out by diced oppofition, 
was not in his power, as notwithftanding its increafing unpopularity witbout 
doors, it (till f~emed agreeable to the gcnerol fenfe of the houfe. &.Cd was 
t'armly fupported by many of the members who were perfonally attached 

• Cballdle.-. Smollctt's HiBory of :England, vol. ,. p. $'1. t Chandkr. 
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tn blm. Hi! confidential friend, Mr. H owe. wilo, in confequence of the 
uniform Cupport which he gave to his adminillration, was afterwalcls created 
lord Chedwonb. had propofed the [cherne ill tbe warmef!: terms of appro
bation. He had fuid that the countr), gentlemen WQulll be benefited by the 
Teduction; that the landed intcrell: required, and were intitleu to relief, 
that the land had hitherto heen loaded with all the bur1hens, while the 
funds had borne none; and that thei r ncce ffi ties had ariren from the 
abundance of the ftocks " . Under there c i rcum {Lmcc~, Vval polc. appre· 
henfive that it would be carried with all its imperfections, adopted indireCt 
means of throwing it out. At the clo[c of the debate, his friend 'Vi[l~ 
nington propofed to extend the reduction to all the rcdeemJ.ble debts. He 
obCerved, that he woulel not enter into the qudbon, whether a reduc
tion of intereft would tend ,to the adv:lOtage of the nation, or whether the 
natural intereft of money lent on public fccurity was below three per: ccnt. 
But fhould both be refolved in the affirmative, according to the principles 
of the biU, be muA: condemn the injufti ce and partiality of confining the 
reduction to the South Sea annuities. He was of opinion, that it 0\lAht 
to be extended in its operation to all the public creditors. Thefe, he con
cluded, were h1S fentiments, and if they were :l.pproved by the houfe, he 
fhould moye for refolutions to redeem all public debts that were redeemable 
by law, and to cnable the k;ng l O borrow money at three per cent. fOf Ihat 
purpofe. 

Thefe obfervations feemcd to meet the general fentiments of the haufe, 
and Sir J ohn Barnard could not venture to oppofe them. He obfer\' cd, 
however, that the propof:l.l was inrcnded to frunratc his [cherne, by intro
ducing fucl! amendments as mua. fender it abortive, according to the old 
proverb, U Grafp at all, a.nd lofe :1\1 ." H e added, that although govern
ment could borrow mone.y at three per cent. Ji.Jfficien t to pay.o many pro
prietors of the South Sea annuities as ;,"'ere willing to accept that in lerefi, be· 
caufe their ~ed !l:ock djd not exceed twenty-four millions, yet it would 
be extrcmely difficult to obtain fuch a loan as would difd13rge the wh61e of 
the redeemable fund, which amounted to fmty-four millions. But as the 
[cheme, even thus amended, might be productive of lignal advantage, to the 
nation, he fhould not eppofe it, and he hoped the honourable gentleman would. 
move for fuch a refelution 1:$ he had juft intimated. Two refolutionl WCf4 
accordingly moved for by Winnington. They contained in fubftance, 
4( That all dIe public funds, redeemable by law, whicb ca.rry at). intereft of 

.. Heaca of Mr. Howc'~ Speech. ParUameotary MemoraruJums. Orford .Papers. 
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four per cent. per annum, be redeemed according to the rerpc:ftive proviro~ ot 
daufes of redemption con tained in the acts of parliament for that purpofe. 
or (with cont~nt of the prqprietors) be cOllverted into an intcreft or annuity. 
not exceeding three per cent. per annum, not redeemable till after fourteen 
years. That his maJefly be enabled to borrow from any perfon or perfons. 
bochcs politic or corporate, any fum or fums: of money, at an interefl: not 
excecdillg three per cent. to be applied towards redeeming the national 
debt "." 

Thefe re[olutions being reported, and carried by a majority of 220 to J .1)7, 

in which divi(ion '-Yalpole appeared in the mi.nority, Sir J ohn Barnard, 
Wortley Muntague, and the mafter of the rollst were ordCI'1:d to prepare a 
bill accordingly t. 

Sir John Barnard, however, had not fufficient difcretion to be fatisfied 
wj(h this partial victory; infiead of weakening the refinance tl.> hjs fAvourite
{cheme, by mak.iog it as much as poffible a great national object, -he on the 
contrary unitcu a numerous botly of ad",·er[anes. Jon the van tage ground on 
wh~ch he before flood, and reduced it to a mere party quefiion. H e fol
lowed up the report by moving, u that the hou[e would~ as foon as the ill
t crcll of all the national redeemable debt lhould be reduced to -£.3 per <-cnt. 
per annum, take olf fome of the heavy taxes wbich opprdfed the poor, and 
the m:mufatiurcr !." 

Hi~ \iew in making this unprecedented motion, was to attach popularity 
to his bill j. but it had a contrary effect, for it was proved to be fallacious .. 
iIlufory. and irregular. It was fallacious, becaufe it afi'umed as falts, flare. 
l~lents that were not true; that the public impofts feU more heavily upon 
the poor in England. than in other countries, and implied, that the reduction 
of the intereft from four to three per cent. would compenfate for the lofs 
.of tbe .reve:a jf thofe taxes were abohfhed. it was illufory~ becaufe il 
held out a pfBrpetl:: of taking off the taxes feveral years before tht redut{ion 
/Could be etfeCl:.ed. j and it WILS irregulat, becaufe it bound Fu.~ parliamenrb 
·to the adoption of a meafure which might not at a future time be feaii ble. 
It was ably and unanfwerably argued by the mininer, a.nd thQ[e who 
oppofcd it, that to agree to tbe rtfolution. would be expofing tbe public to 
,1JmlVoidable difappointment. "",tblU it would ~ time enough to come to • 

l....uolutioD (0 aOOlilh fome taxes. when the fche* had taken .eRect, tor if fuch 
a pre\'ious refolution lhould ~ adopted. and the fcheme ChQuld afterwards 
\prove altogether abortivet tbe whole .world would laugh :It ~beir precipitant)' I , • 
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'In the fpeech which Sir John Barn:lrd made in J efenee of this mo
tion, he betrayed ruth a confufion of projects, ami indifrin6ncfs of ide:'!", af. 
fumed fa many principles which Wf"rc untrue, aou fa -\' iolcntlr tr:lnlgrdkd 
the bounds of parliamentary engagement, that lIle motion was negativctl. 
by 200 againft 142, and the public clamour very much heightened. 

Under thefe unfolvournh:l. circumllancc~, the bill, prepared on the balis 
of ' Vinnington's refoJutions, was preCentcd to the hnufc by Sir John Bar-
nard, and it was read the firft time. . 

On the z9th, the bill was rC3d a fecond time. and:l motion being made 
for recommitting it, it was no lefs rcfolutcly rupporl ed" than vigoroufly 
attacked. Se'f'eral fpeakers on both fides had be!.:n 11(::l.ro before Walpole 
delivered his fentimc!1ts. 

He began by denying the t ruth of an affcrtion, which had be~ n affiduoufJy 
dificminatcd, that Sir John Barnard had held privale conferences with him, 
:md fettlcd the fcberne then in agitation. I Ic proceeded to rnicw his own 
conduCt. during its progrefs j acknowledged that he had acquiefced in the 
committee, but that on the firfl reading, feeling fame doubts on {he pro. 
pricly of the Oleafure, he had ddired time to weigh maturely its beneficial 
againll: it s evil confcquenccs. .. But whatever doubts," he continued, It I 
might then entertain, deliberate reflection has removed them, and con
vinced me of its inefficicncy. 

It The meafure is founded on plaufiblc a1fumptions, that it is better to 
pay three th:ln four per cent. and that it i5 dcfi rable to difch:\Tge the debt 
of the nation. There pofitions are undoubtedly true j but the qudlion is, 
whether the method propofed to effect them is juft and adequate? 'We mull: 
take care not to confound public neceffity with public utility. Public ulility 
{Iiffers elfentially from profit or ben ... fit gained to tbe public; for when pro
fi t accrues to the public, at the expence of rnn.ny indivldtmls, it lofes al l 
claim to confideration under the tiNe of public ut ility. This hou[c, in 
carefully attending to their dU l y as guardians of the national purre. mull not 
forget t~at they are trufte~ for the creditors. \Vc muft not .affume a right 
to prejudice the public crctlitoT!i, or t o convert the right of redemption 
which we poff"e[s, inlo a right of reduCtion. to wbich we have no claim. 
Dtbts not originally [ubjeCt to redutlioll, are, in th.:!.t rerpect, ill the (jtu.:!.. 
tion of irredeern.ables, and the faith of parliament is equally pledged to pre
\'ent any redutUon without the confem of the prQprictor~ . It' we advert to 
the t ime and marmer in ..... hich t hefe debts were creatcd, every argument 
againft the reduEtion of intereft, acquires a great additional force. At that 
difa(lrous period , the creditors of tile South Sea and Ea1l. Intlia com-
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panics had a power to demand the whole amount of their bonds. Their 
forbear~lnce wa'" dI;';n ti.llly nccdlary to the defence and well· being of 
the community. ii1f, iI.ld they pcrfifl:ccl in claiming their principal, Iht' 
whole muA:. h,we hH~'n on the bnded intcrett. or the reCult mull: have 
been fut:h a ... J tim: not mention, or hardly think. of, And is tbe fcrvice 
tllen re mlcrcd to tb e country. to be now rep:tid by:l compulrory reduc
tlO lI of tbeir t.Iividcnd~? I <.all it compuHory. for any reduction b) terror, 
C:ln onl) be defuibed by th at name, If they arc to bt: Ii.) n:dl1ced, the 
preten("c IS, that it wi\ll'.lfe the cum'nl fi Ivicc, or tak.e oft' t,lxe"' ; hut that 
would be only to take the taxes off olite!" to he impored on them, Ulille mofl 
crucl and illfupport'lulc l1\:lnner, It would be c4u.dly jufl to rake away oue 
fourth (rom the income of l'very intilvidu,ll. l)f to dcpllve him of one fourth 
o( his ial1lL or Ilock in tl ,ttiC; or rather the iOJufEice would be Ids in fuch 
cafe, hec:turt, the llational crcoitOl IS, by L;(pre{s LOlltr,ICt. rxcmpt from all 
public taxe~ and impoii llollS. 

" Nor is it true that the inlcrd1. propnfcd i~ equivalel1l to the value of 
moncy. (or though money e:II1/1OI be i!1Ydled in the fUllch without an 
:ld\'ance abo\{! three per cent. at par, yet all loans on real fccuritit·s. on 
~n-ates, 'or on perion,tl fe<.urities , bear a much highcr inrcreft. The prr.:fcrcllce 
gIven to the lunds, arilt:s from ,,'anous eaurei ; from the facility of lcceiving 
intcrell, cheapncfs of transfer; and from nonc marc than the faith pbccd in 
the nalional honour, whith is hOllnd to fl.lfrer no lars to fall on the public 
creditor. Stock, while lhe credit rcmaim untarniOlcd, i!> but another name 
for ready money bc.uing intcrcll:. :l propeny which in no other cafe C,ln a.t· 
tach to ready money ; :tnu if the confidence Ilnw pbceJ in the guanJialls of 
tile Jlublic honour is dimiri!httl, even that advanuge will not in future 
tempt indi\·iJu:l.h to trull thei r money ou t o( the ir own cuaody. No cli· 
minution of taxes, or other comingent advantage. can compcnf:tte for luch 
a privation; nor i~ il to he compared ~o a repayment of the principal at any 
time, how('\'cr inconvtnicnt, for it is not to be fuppofcd that anyone would 
prckr a fm..hlcn :tnd abfolutc privation of one fourth of his whole income. 
to the calli:'.! ami dinant refumption of 10 or IS per cent. on his capi tal, not 
to be cfl~th:d wit hout an cqUlvalent paymen t, whith may be debyed by 
aC<.ident. or frufirated by n<.'Ccffi t\, . 

.. The inJufl ic!! of the pr~rtnt plan appears in this j that it is calculated 
t? mark out all the great companies. amI to henefit tile borrowers .:Lt the 
exper.ce of the lenders. But thi!> is not the whole extent of the evil. A 
double (luty is incumbent on the Icgiflaturc; to ufe their utmon. exertions 
towards paying the national debt, and to avoid creating diftrcffes and dif-

content. 
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content. Now the whole number of rereons illtc:rdl.cd in the fiock to be 
ilff\.':[tcd by th e propofed mea[un;, is about 23 ,000, of t!tef~· . U1)\\,1rd'i Ill' 
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6,000 arc intcfcllcd as executors, :l.dl1linifirator~ . :lnd truaec~J :lnd up\\:lrds .... _~. __ ..J' 

of 17,000 are poficficd only of (ums not cXi.:ccd ing,[.I,ooo. The executor" 
and truHccs mull: nct:l'ffal'iiy be infinitcl). c'Il1barmJlcd, djlccialiy if the (urns 
committed to them :HC [mail, in Jlcrfctl:ing the rurpore~ tor which they ue 
("onfided; and thofe who PQI[cfs luch [mall fums ;)'s cit) not amount to 
£. 1 ,000, llIldl be much tlifhcficu by fo uncxpct1:cc.J and wanton a reduCtion 
of their income." 

The minifi:cr, in the enurfe of (hete obfcrv:l.tions, took an ample fe\ iew of 
(he bill, which he n,cwed to be unequal to the ends it was dcfigncd to an
lwer. H e pro\'ed that the alternati ves of the propolition produced rcpug
nant am] dircordant effects ; ;I nu that the phil was del1rutti\·c of the pur
p oles, and inadequate in benefit to the linling fund. 

On Ihis head, he nlOulJ b('g leave to take notice of a circumfiancc that 
pcrfonally alluded to him. Gentlemen had cli lcufied, in the courfe of the 
Jcb:ltc. til( ndvfllungcJ 'which had bcen,.dt!rived from 'h L' plan of rec.luc;ing 
the nat iona.! debt from fix to fi\'C per cent. which he had the honour of pro
poling to the houfe. They had conceived it impoffiblc for him to relin a. 
fimib.r rcuutlion from four to three per ccnt. without the grofiefi inconfift
ency. But he was frcc to declare, that he could oppo/c the prefent fcheme 
without [uhjetling himfc!f to th:lt imputation. It became hi s duty , on the 
authority of the fanner {cherne, to give his negative to th i~. hecaufC no two 
fchemes ever differed more widt'ly in their intention. effect, and conre
Cjuences. 

H e then flated the difference between the pre[cnt [cherne. and that whith 
he had proJ>ofed. This [cheme, he obfervcd, is compuJ(ory. his wa.~ op .. 
tiona!. On the former occafion, money was prepared; on this, it was }'C'l 

t o be ra ired. His fcheme laid the foundation. this reverIes the whole I)·ftelll 
of the linking fuml. His was fOunded upon converting numbers of yo.!ars at 
higher rates, into perpetuit ies at lower rat cs. This plan efiablinlcS terms of 
years at higher rates, in lio.:u of perpetuit ies at lower rates , ~J(CI' an expira_ 
tion of twenty years of the former terms. This wa~ intended to lock up lhe 
finking fund for feveral years, of whieh the lllOrtefi term was not lefs than 
twelve, and the longeR: forty-feven. During th is time, aU reduCtion or 
intcrdl. would he pre\·cnted. all abolition of taxes rendered impratl:icabTc. 
and a necdlit y impo[cd of laying frelh burthens in cafe of emergency, Whcr.:
as hi~ had a contrary tendency ; a million of tIle debt might be annually 
uifcharged. or fome of tbe exifiing taxes m.ight be abolilhet.l, or the impofi-

3 T :l ti c':111 
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lion of frefh taxes prevented, by applying the lurplufi'es of the linking fund 
to the current fen'icC'. 

U The declared intention of the bill is, to give eafe to the fubjefr,; and 
the title ij lCCjfje::S immrd;olt' cafe. But its tendency is calculated to violate 
this \'ery principle, and to falfify the title. for no eafe can be given, until the 
rcdu8.iun h:l ~ taken place, and that event is diflant, uncertain, and preca
riolls. In faa, the prcfel1t clifadvantages of the: {cherne proporcd by the 
honourable gentleman, evidently appear from' the affeCtation with which he 
expatiated all Ilis love 10 pqfle,il). For certain it is, that his fcheme can
not benefit the prelent generation, but its (a!utaryeffC\.'ls will principally be 
confined to thofe who are yet unborn •. " 

Sir J ohn Barnard [aid in reply, .. I am very much ohliged to the honour_ 
able gentleman, Sir, and therefore, 1 thank him for \lindicaling me from the 
imputation cf hwing had any priv!\tc convtrfation with him, or of having 
tver had any ('Qncert with him, and if he is afraid left {koplc fhould [ufjx·t t 
his having lla.c..l a hant! in the fcheme r propofcd to you, f 1l10U be equally 
jun: to him. by d("clarin~, I never had any pri\·ate converfation with him 
about it, nOT did I (0 much as all his approbJ.tion or coorent to what I 
was to offer; but.as to the fcheme as it now Rands, I;VCry gentleman that 
hears me, knows it is very ditfcrclit from what J offered; and ewry one like· 
wife.: knows, that the new model, which is the model we have nolV bdore us, 
if it was not offered by the honourable gentleman himfdf, if was at lean 
offered by fome of his friends; ami what they propofcd was asrced to by 
otber gentlemen, in order that we might have their affifiance i.n carrying it 
through. Therefore-. tbe fcheme now before you, e:lonot properly be c:tllcd 
mine; and it is n-ry remarkablc, that :lll objectiom maul' to the bill, arc 
only to thofe :lrliclc~ and c1aufes of it, which rdate to thc improvements and 
additiom made to my fcheme, by the llOnourable gentleman's friends t." 
The houle divided, :lod the- qucfi:ion of committing the bill was negati ... ·cd. 
by 249 :lgainft 134 t· 

Jt is difficult. without farther documents on this [ubjett than J poffers, to 
afcertain 

• T he: (nufiancc of this fpcech is taken 
{~nl 'tIodiaml nt;!ry minute~ in the hal,d·writ. 
in, ot SIr Rouut Walpol~. Wa]~k Papers. 

, Ch~ndkr, vol. 9· P.479. 
1 I have dive)t thus panil.lilatty on the eon· 

lidention of Sir Juhn U~rnard '~ fchemc, bet.auk' 
the ",ccounts given uy mort writcn, who have 
fdicil \lnd~r my obr~r ... ation, are fllFcrfidat 

.J.Dd jn~Cl·urJl e. Even Tjnd;.] iJ uDufuaU, 

fuon and barren of infomation. Tindal, 
... 01. ~O. p. 3~S. . 

SmoUett, ~xceptiDg a good abilraa of Sir 

lohn Barnard's fpc~ch, which 1 havr adopted 
n the text, j. utremely de6ci~nt. He fays it 

proouced other d~batta, aDd ",as at lall-"". 
/'!Mil by dint of minifteri.1 influence. 1'he 
faIrity of rhi, account i. evident. SmoUeu, 
... oJ.~. ".62.7, 
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arcertain all the motives which induced the minifh:r to fefifl the rcuufl:ion. 
It may be (ufficient, perhaps. to attribu te it to OJ. fult convit\:ion, that the 
meafure was highly and genl!rallr unpopular. He had n.:lmquiOlcd hi~ fa
.aurite excifc {cherne, notwithflanding the certainty of its heneficial tcn~ 

deney, foldy on that account. It wa~ not to be fuppofcd that he would 
promote this (cherne, of the good tendency of which he was not allured, and 
which in many refpctts was peffiaJ and unjufl:. 

But in addition to th is motive, 1 C;tIl fuggcfl: two others. whith infincnred 
his diffcnt. Firft. he forefaw . fi'om the tlifjlUtcs with Spain, which then 
began to arire, that the nation might be involved in a war, and that govern
ment could borrow with greater facility at four per cent. than at three. 

H e was ftill more fwayed by another motivc. which he could not vt:nturc 
to difdofe. He had already appropriMcd part of the furplu'J. of the fink:ing 
fund to the current krvice of the yenr, and as the mcafure was extremely 
popular, he had refolved, in cafe of emergenc),. to alienate tbe whole. But 
his delign would have been frullr-ned by this bill, which would han: locked 
up the greatell part of the linking fuml for feveral rears, and have rcnden.:d 
it neceffary to impore new taxes fur the purpole of fupplying the incidental 
cxpcnces ". 

An :let of this feffion. which is commonly tlcnomin:ltcd the pLlylioufc 
hill, has (,.'xpofcd the minillcr to 110 kfs obloquy, frolll fubfcquenl writers, 
than his oppofition to the redu[tion of interefl. 

Thofe who thus IOJ.d him with intlifcriminate cenfure, :lnd impute th is ad 
foldy to his dcfporic ;ltjlumcc. have 'lot p:l.ill uue att ention to the biHory of the 
EngJilh ftage, to tbe power of the lonJ chamberlain over tht: players and 
theatrical reprefentations, and to the. opinion of the moft moderatc :led bcll 
informed magiftratc5 at the period of palling this atl, which has been 10 much 
calumniated, and {o little underftood. 

It is need Ids to difcu(s the quellion concerning the neccffity of fixing 
fame bounds to the licentlOufnefs of the Rage. The neceffi ty muft be 0.1-
lowed, except by thofe who think it fitting to fubject to public mockery, 

Btlnlam obfetveto .. A bill wal, llowever. 
ordemi upon the bali. (If W innington') pro
polition, which being in the rcqutl warmly 
attacked. al,d fai1lJ~ tlrjt"ikJ. was }fIlll!J ['Dfi
,.1I(J 10" Jffiatll Joy, by If ",«j. if 1M mi"ijltr." 
In this filM a("cuunt there are thrtt errors. 
II was warmly attacknl, 6~1 ~ "" ",t."s!lI;"r? 
"ifwl,J. J! ""'25 nol ji"uJ" ~.flP-' 1# ell JiJlut 
MY, bill the fecond r~ding was only put off 
fur fnen dlYs; .;w it \"".5 then "'llIIi .. ,;, but 

ml Of/; tilt ,.";#11 0/ the m;,,'.fi(l·. Btllh.m. vol. I . 
P·380. . 

• A redu8: ion of inlerdl: took place in 1749. 
upon a plan. whit" has beea de(cribed 3.l fi nll
lar, though it is elfentially different from the 
origioallchtme prepofed by Sir John Bunarll. 
It was fin.lly carried, Ihou,8:h not,witholil great 
oppo(ition. b)' the unitet.l mftuence nf Ihl n11· 
niller (Pelham) aod Sir Johll namard. 
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bw, government, and religion, and to expofe magiO:mtc<;, judges, :lnd kingo;. 
to thc pcrfonalitics of fatire, hU~Oonery, and low mimicry. In all well re
gulated gon:rnmcnts, t hl! faCt has bcen univcrf:dly admitted, and wherever 
it has not hLl!n adopted, thc mafl. fatal confc:quc:nccl> have follnwc:<..I. 

E"cl1 tilt: freefl democracy which pcrhapl> evcr exi,lcd, tiut of Athens, 
after b,wing, cxperi t'ncnl the cRct.ls of unrcfhained liccmiou lncr~ in their 
tbe.J.trical pcrforn1Jnn:~, found it ncreffary to remedy the evil, and to limit 
tht: fbgc widlln thl! boundaries of common (keeney and JtIf1:ice. 

It appears from the \u(lory of the Englilh fLtge, that no period ever l'xified 
when it W:1<; not t'uhjeEt. to fupcrintcndenc'e. when players were not licew.:t'd, 
and when plays were nol revieweu and amended , allowed or r(>jet}rtl, Bdore 
the reign of Henry the Ei~hth, the power of fupcrintemling the klOg.'S hunt
ing ,parties, tht.: din.:clioll of the comediall<;, mulici:ms, and oti1cr royal fer~ 
vants, arpoinll..,J either for IJ~' nr f'.!crc:ttion, was e~duli\'dy vefl:ed in the 
lord cllo.mbcri:Litl . 

Under him, ami fubjeCt to his controul, was :'111 inferior offin,r, who ex
erted himfelt on partiLuhr occafions for the purpofe of reguLtting p.lgc:mts. 
publi c fcflivah, and mar4ueradcs. This nun was called by till': f:.lIlcifu l 
n:!me~ of Ihl.' Abbot of A1ijlttlr:, or L ord of P,J/t1tl(s. But in the [(·ign of 
Henry the Eighlil, this temporary office wa,~ rl.'nlicrcu regular ~nd permanent 
hr letter!; patent, and called the office of JI.]n.f!er ~rlhe lkvels ·, 

Under Elizabeth. lOme wile r~latjons, with the advice of \Valfingham. 
and co-oreration of Burleigh. were made fi)r allowing the ufe, but correct
ing the ahure of the ftage; particularly, when the carl of Lciccfb.:r obtained 
the firfi general licence tor hi~ theatrical fl!rvanb to at\: fiage plays in any 
part of England, a provifo was added in the patent, enjoining tll.!t nil (OJ/Uti;f,!, 

II a,xrJm, interlude!, mill jlngt rIIIYJ,J"OItid be e),:aminI!J mul aI/owed '~y the 1!I(y7h' 
of .ht. If"lm!. Thus Ihm authority which was before confined to the p.J.f .. 

times of the court, W.:lS now extendeo to the theatrical exhibilions of the: 
whole kingdom. 

During her reign :1lfo, the pnvy council e:xercifcd .:In authority. Icgiflative 
and executive, oyer the dramatic world. They opened and {hut playhoufcs; 
gave and recalled licences j appointed the proper feafons when pbys ought 
to be prefented or withheld; and regulated the conduct of the lord mayor 
of London, and the vice-ch:rncellors of Oxford and Cambridge, wich regard 
to plays and players, The privy council gave Tilney. the maner of the 
revels in 1589, two co-adjutors, a ftateCman amI a divine, to afiift him ill rc:' 
formlng comedies and tragedies, 

• OfficiulIl magifiri jocoru m, fnlth"lIm et rna(corum. 
There 
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Thefe prudent regulations, and the wifdom with which they were excr~ Ch~pler 4'. 

dfed, were attended with the moO: beneficial effcc1s. The mafl~r of the I?~i ' 
revels, by regulating the ftage, and rdl:raining the number of thc:!.trc5, --.-' 
gave greater re{pct1:ability to the profcffion of a player, anu the genius of lhe 
dram;]. expanded and {oared to a greater height, although its li mits were con· 
traded and its flight circumfcribctl. 

H ,ld not theCe wife regulations taken place, Shakcij)Carc might have m n
nned to burlefque farces, and low buffoonery, thoic V:lfi: powers of invention 
and defcription which his own language can alont:: adcquatdy delineate. 

U The poet's eye in a fine frenzy rolling, 
Glances from heav'n to earth, from earth to hcav'n, 
And as imagination bodies forth 
The forms of things unknown, the poet's pen 
Turns them to Ibape, and gives to airy nothing 
A local habitation :lnd a Il:lme ".tt 

By the wife and temperate ufe which the maner of the revels made of 
his power, his weight and influence increafcd, and he gradually appro
priated to himfelf the greater part of that authority, wllich had helonged 
to the lord chamberlain. Dming the latter part of the reign of James 
the Firfl and Chark~ the Firll, it was held by Sir H enry Herbert t, 
nC3l'ly allied to the earl of Pembroke, lord chamberlain, under whofe pru
dent management the reputation and confequence of the office increafeu. 
and produced the moll. falutary cffeas, until his functions were whplly fuf
p~nded, hy the troubles and confufion of the civil wars, and the f~lll.aticifm 
of the republicans. 

On the reftorat ion of Charles the Second, the mailer of the revcis en· 
deavoured to re-airume his former aurhority, but met with infuperablc oppO· 
fition from the proprietoI'5 and managers of the king'., and duke's companies, 
one of whom had obtained a freih licence to :lCt play'~, (he other 11 renewal of a 
former grant. ]n vain the mafter of the revels appli('d to the court s of juftice 
for redrefs; in vain he appealed to the fovercign, or to the lord chamberlain j he 
was neither fupported by the one, or countenanced by the other j his authority, 

• Midrummcr Night's Drn.m. Bcmerlon, known by the name of the diVIDe 
t Brother to the eccclltric lord Hn-belt, of Herbert. 

Chttb\lT)', Al)d cf George HCTbtrt, 'rtaOt of 

though 
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though not overthrown, was confiderably 01aken, and his regulations were 
combated and defpifed. 

During this fufpcnfion of hi s power, the particular differences, pretenlions. 
or complaints, were generally fettled by the perfonal interference of the king 
and duke, or refcrretl to the dccifion of the lord chamberlain. In con· 
fe<{lIence of this rclax..ltion of authority, and the libertine chalaCtcr of tite, 
court, the theatre was dlfgraced by the groffefl: ribaldry and obfccnity, and 
the beft authors "ied who fhould produce the marl: licentious comedies. 
Ladies could not venture to attend a new play without malks, then Jally 
worn. and admitted into the pit, the fide boxes, and the gallery. 

On the death of Sir Henry Herbert, the mafterfhip of the revels was 
conferred on Charles Killigrew, manager of the king's company. The ullion 
of thefe two funtl:ion s incrcafcd the e\'JI, and the finallefl: check was not im
po(ed on th,. ghring unmor.tlity of th(' Ihge. 

At the revolution, the power of the lord chamberlain ovcr the thC.ltlC' 
was revived without rcflriCtioll. He opened and fhut playhoufes, im
prifoned and licenfed pbyf"rs, corrected and rejeCted plays. Under him the 
mafier of the revels feems to have recovered fomc part of his former power, 
and to have had his fllare in the revolutions of the theatre. He re\' ifL'd and 
fanttioned pl~ys, and his aid greatly contributed to the celebrated conqueR. 
which Jeremy Collier, by the publication of his 1l1Ort view of the /bge,ob. 
tained over the immorality of the drama. In this pUblication, the moll 
profane and ob(cene paffagcs in feveral modern pb.}'s, which had been writ
ten by Dryden, Vanbrugh, Wycherley, Congreve, :lod the mott aLlmired 
dmm:lticauthors. were dctt;Cted ami cxpofed.. The truth of his obft:r"auolls. 
which all lhe oft aud talents of the authors who :.vere defervcdly chafbftd 
wuld not controvert, produced a fi,rprifing effect j a gC:1l! rd.i outcry was 
railed again!\: the liLentioufnefs of the fiage, 3.Od kmg 'Vllliam (ent the 
fo.lllowing order to the pbyhoufes: .. His maJefty being informed, that not
withft.amlingan order made in June 1697, by the earl of Sunderland, then 
lord cilamberbin of the king's houCehold, to prevent the profancnefs and 
immOlality of the fl:a.ge, fever:!1 pl:!ys have lately been aaed~ containing fe
veral expreffions contrary to religion and good manners : And whereas the 
mancr of the revels hath reprdented, that, in contempt of the f.lid order, 
the aao~ did negleCt to leave out fuch profane and indecent expretlion", 
as he h3d thought proper to be omitted: therefore, it is his majcfty's 
pleafure, that they fhall not hereafter prefumc to ad: any thing in any 
Vlay, contrary to religion and good manners, as they ihall anfwer at their 
\ltmon Pf'ril." At the fame. time, the mafter of the revels was commanded 

not 
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not to licence any plays containing irreligious or ill"J1nOr;\! c:tpn:: ffion~. and to 
gire notice to the lord chamberlain. or in his abrencc [0 the \"it.:c-chamh('r_ 
Jain, jf the players prcfuillcd [0 att any lhing which he had [ ruLk oul '. 

BUI tlii:. reformation tlit! not L'Ol\tmUt: long in itl> tull (orce. A<; {;Xlfl .1'0 

the fira awe and panit: of the atlors had {ublidetI, the fbge nC:lTly rel'lplcd 
into its fonner immorality, all attempts to rdurm it became the o~)l'c1 
of Ihc:ltrical wit, :md "'cre ridiculeu in pla}'5, prologues. and epilogue,;, 
Although the new plays were ufuaBy morc decent ami moral, yet lhe old 
plays \\c re frequently :Lch.'tl, without being freed from their !.:xc.cptionabk 
p.lflilgCS. 

F.ithcr in conf!!qucncc of tllCfc proceedings, or of fOllle diIPUI\!\ whi<:h 
arolc bdween the aClur,l, nr lin.: royal theatres, ami produced tlie: ddt.'f
tion of the i1rincip::ll pe:rfa rmers from Drury Lane to the Haymarket, the 
nuifuncc of pbyhouk-s. and the conuut'l of lhe performer.:;, uccarne fa fla. 
grant, tbat a bill, in the twelfth year of queen Anne, included pla)crs, who 
aCted without a legal [I!ulcment in the places. where they performed, among 
vagrants, and fubjet\:ed tht:m to the fame penalties. as rogues and vagabonds. 
But before the beneficial effeCts of this act could have time to operate. 
the deHh of lhe quec:1 produced a new revolution in the dra.ma. 

Soon after the acccflion of George the Firft, the power of the maftcr of the 
revels, which had been confi(,]erably I:in..:umfcribed, was almoft annihilated; 
:1 new patent was irljudici.oufly granterl to Sir Richard Steele, CoUey Cibber, 
and Booth, for at\:ing pla),s without fubjecting them to the licence or rc
vifion of any officer. 

In confcqucnce of this grant, the mafler of the re\·cls. was abridged of 
his power. and defrautl,d of his dues, and his emoluments were reduced 
to a fmall falary from rhe exchequer, (0 lodgings in SOlllcrfet Haufe. and 
to occafional fees. 

At the death of Charles Killigrcw. the office, thus mutilated, was conferred 

5'3 

Chllpln ~7' 
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~ 

on Charles Henry Lee, and the decline of his power was fufficiently thewn ' 17.4. 
by the growing licentioufnefs of tht: fiage:, and the numerous pieces whiS;h. 
offended .equally againft religion, decency, and common fenCe. 

Although, in all ,the letters patent for acting plays finee the time of 
Charles the Firft, no mention was made of the lord chamberlain, yet he 
was ftill cO}lfiderc:d as poff"effing an abrolute, though an undefinable autho~ 
rity over the fiage. which he had occafionally exerciCed. The performance 
of {evera} theatrical pieces had been prevented, particularly Lucius Junius 

VOL. I. 
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,Brutus, a p(ologue of Dryden to the Prophete[s, Mary Queen of Scotland, 
and recently Polly, the fequcl to the Beggar's Opera. 

But as this ext=rcife of his power had heen always atlended with much 
unpopubrity, it wa$ fe1dom exerted . Numerous theatres were crettccl in 
different parts of the metropolis, in which the aCtors performed wiillout 
licence or authority. To prevent lhis, feveral attempts were made to cnforce 
the laws then exilling. An actor, who performed on the theatre of the 
Haymarket, without licence, was taken from t~ fi:age, by the warrant of 
a. juiliC'e of peace. and committed to Bridewell, as coming under the pcllalty 
of the ... agrant act:. The legality of the commitment was difputcd ; a trial 
cnfued j it was decided, that the comedian being a houfckeeper, anu hav
ing a vote for electing members of parliament, thd not come ~ithin the de
fcription of the faid act j and he was difchargcd "imidO: the loud acclamations 
of the poppl:u.C'. The iffue of this trial gave full fLoI>e t.o tbe liccntiouf
nefs of the ftage, anu took away all hopes of rcfiraining the number of 
playhoufes. 

From this repr~fentation of the Il:ate of the drama, it is evident, that 
fome reformation was indifpenfably necelTary. The min iller hlmfelf had 
long (cen that neceffity. The obloquy which purfued him was not confined 
to the prefs ; the ftage was made the vehicle of the moO; malignant (arca(ms, 
not cxpreffed in the elevated tone of tragedy, or couched in fentiments and 
language perceptible only to men of refined underftandings. but his perf on 
was brought on the flag", his aCtions maligned, his mc.:afurcs mifreprefented 
:a.nd arraigned, and hi::. conduCt made the i'port of the populace, in aU the 
petu\at\ce of vulgar fJITf' . He was unwi.lling, however, to make this a per
ronal confideration, but rather :l public and national queilion, in which 
the good of tIle law, conftitutir!ll, religion, and morality. W.lS intimately 
involved, and fuch an opportunity feemed to prelent itfdf, when Sir 
John Barnard brought in a bill .. t~ reftrain the number of houfes for 
playing of interludes, and for the better regu.La.ting of common players of 
interludes." 

On his reprefenting the mifchiefs which theatres had done to the city 
of London, hy corrupting youth, encouraging vice and debauchery, and 
greatly prejudicing trade, the propofal was at fiill received with contempt 
and ridicu1e. until it was feconded by; Sandys, Pulteney, and warmly 
fupported by the minifter bimfelf. It was ohfen'cd by a member, in the 
courfe of the debate, that there were at that time not lefs than fix thea
tres in London. The houfe being fully convinced of the Deceffity of 
the bill, leave was given to bring it in. without a fingle clliI'enting voice. It 

wu 
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was tlCcordingly, on the 3d of April pre[ented, rcad the tiff[ time, and ordered 
to be printed; notwithftanding petitions againfl it flOm the proprietor of 
the theatre in Goodman's Fields, and from I he malla afld cnmptrolb of 
the revels. It was read a {ccoml tirne on the 14th of Aprjl.~ 

The minifter concei\'cd this to be a favourable opportunity of checking 
the daring :lbufe of theatrical rcprc[cnfation, which had arrived to a rnof\: 
ex:tmvagant height. It was propared to inrert a dauCe, to ~tify and can. 
firm, if not enlarge the power of tilt' lord chamberlain, in liccnfing plays. and 
at the fame time infinuated to the houfe, that unIch this addition was 
made, the king would not pafs it. But Sir J ohn Barnard flrongly ob. 
j eCted to this dauCe. He dtcbreu that the power of the lort.! chamb(;'r~ 
lain was alre:ldy too great, and h:ld been often w::mtonly cxercifed, partI
cularly in the prohibition of Polly. H e lhouJd therefore withdraw this hill, 
::Imi w .. it for another opportunity of introducing it, rather tll:to efiablifh by 
-law a power in a lingle officer fo much under the direction of the crown, 
a power which might be exercifed in an arbitrary manner, and confequently 
:lttended with mifchievous effects. 

The attetnpt of Sir J ohn Barnard having thus failed, the immorality 
of the drama increaled, aod the molt indecent, [edibolls, and blafphemous 
pieces were performed, and reforted to with incredible eagernefs

1 
Among 

t hore who principally Cupported this low ribaldry. was t he celebrated Henry 
Fielding, who. though he never fhone in the higher line of perfect comedy. 
wrote there dramatic fatires in a ftyle 4bYfeeable to the populace. One of 
his pieces, called Pafquin. which was aCted in the theatre at the Haymarket. 
ridiculed, in the groffefl. terms, the three profeffions of divinity, law, and 
phyfic, and gave general offence to perf on! of morality. U Religion, laws, 
government. prielb, judges, and minifiers," obferves Colley Cibber, ., Were 
laid fiat at the feet of the Herculean fatirift, this Drawcanfir in wit. w~ 
ipared neither friend nor foe , who t9 make his poetical fame immortal, ll.kc 
another Eroftrales. fet fire to his Ibge, by writing up to an aCt of parlia
ment to demoli1h it." 

This piece was peculiarly ofl'enfive to the mini!l:er, becaufe it contained 
many perfow alJufions and invectives. But as he was not wiUing to employ 
the power of government in a mere temporary prohibiti.on of this and other 
performa.oc~ which would have been extremely ~popuJt.r, aod notatteodcd. 
with permanent effects. he wifhed to avail himfelf of the prefent flagrllJlt 
abuCe, to prevent future reprefentations fo diCgraceful and indecorous. 

111 tho <oune of the feJlioo, an opportunity offered, which he did not 
-3Uz ' omit 
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omit to (du. Giffard, the manager of Goodman's Fic:lds theatre, brought 
to him a farce 1 called the Golden Rump. which had been propofed for exhi
bition; but it is uncertain whether the intentions of the manager were to re
quell his advice all this occalioll, or to extort 3. fum of money to preven t its 
~efentation. 
, "tlu: minifier, however, paid the profits which might have accrued from 

the performance, and uelaincd the copy. He then made ex traCts of the 
moft ,exceptionable pafTages, abounding in profanenefs, ledition, and blaf. 
phemy, and fubmiue-d them to feveral members of both parties, who wl:re 
thocked ~r the extreme liccntioufnef. .. of the piece, and promifed their fup
port to remeuy the e\'il. With their alhicc. concurrence, 3Jld promile of 

. (;o-oper.lt ion, be read the feveral extrat\s to' the haufe, anJ a general 
convi ftion preyailed1 of the ncceffit)' of putting a check to the reprefen. 
(arion of (ueh horrid effulions of trc:tfon and blalphemy. H e- acted, how
ever, wir h hi~ ulual prudence on this occalion. H e did not bring for
ward, ~ is genej.l,lIy fuppofcd, an nCt for fubjecting all plays to lhe li cence: 
of the lord rhamberbin, and. rdhaining the number of playhoufes , but con
triv(d to introduce it by amending the vagrant act . 

The bill was called, .. A bill to explain and amend fa much of an aa~ 
made in the twelfth year of the reign of queen Anne, intitulcd, an act for 
reducing the laws relating to rogues. vagabonds. fl:urdy beggars, and \'a
grants, and fending them whither they ought to be [ent, as relates to the 
common players of interludes · ... L eave was accordingly given to bring it 
in, and Pelham, Dodington, H owe. the mafier of the rolls, the attorney 
and folicitor general. were ordered to prepare it. During its rapid progref5 
through the haufe, certain amendments were made, and two claufcs were 
added . The tirft. which OC'cati oned fa much obloquy, empowered the lord 
chamberlain to prohibit the reprefentanon of any thea.trical performances. and 
compelled all perfons to fend copies of al\Y new plays, parts added to old plays. 
prologues and epilogues. fourteen days before they wt:f(' a8.OO. and not to 
perform them. under forfeiture of £. SO. and of the licence of the houfe, if 
any fuch exified , in which the play was acted . The [econd •. which is faid 
to have been added a.t the iniligation of Sir John Barnard, operated in re
ftraining the number of playhoutes. by enjoining, that no perfon iliould be 
.uthorifed to aCt, except within the liberties of the city ofWeftminfter, and 
where the king Ihould relide t. 

• ]OUnWl. 
t •. Every penon wbo !hall (or hire, .. in, 
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The bin is generally faid to have heen warmly oppofed in both houfcs; 
but it is remarkable that no trace (excepting rhe fpeet..h of lord Chdler
field) of this apparition is to be found in the periodical publjcuions of the 
times, which are fined witll accounts of the other deoates. It is :l.ho 
<.:crtain, that not a ringle pelition .. was prcfentcd againO: it) and not a 
fingle diyifion appears in the journal<; of either hou(e. Striking proof~1 if any 
were fiiU wanting, to Chew the gt:neral opinion in f.lvour of its nceeRity. 

The difpatch with which it was carried through both llou!cs. aRimls addi
tional evidence th:1t it fcarcely met with any rdif1a.ncc. The hill was or
dered to be brought in on the 20th of May, rcnd tue 24111, a fecond time on 
the 25th, and committed to the whole houfc j ordered to be reported, 
with amendments, on the 26th. reported on the 27tb, all amendments but 
one agreed to, ~nd the hill ordered to be engrolled; paffc·d on the tidl of 
June, and Mr. Pelham ordered to carry it to the lords. It was rC:1d the #idt 
lime on the fame day. the fecand time on the :ld, after 3,·dc:bate. carried in 

or p;iTts therein. in Clf~ fuch rer(oll filaR not It fll~1J b~ l;jwful for the (aid lord chllmber
have any I~gal fenl~mtut in the place where Jain, as often u he fll illllhmk fit, 10 prohibit 
the (ame thltll be aEted. repreft'-lltcd, or per· the alting, &c. :lI\y il1lcrlurle, &c. or2ny all, &c. 
formt'd, without authorit )' . by virtue of leuero &c. thereof, or any prologue or epilogue; and 
patent from his majdly, Ius heirs, fuccdron, or in cafe any fuch perfons l11all for bire, &c. ad, 
prtde(e/rors. or without licence trom the lord any, &re. &e. before ;j copy !hall be fent a, 
ehambc'rlain of his majdly's houfel\o\d for the afordaid, or (hall tor 1\1«.. "c. "c. contDry to 
lime being, (h~1I bcrleemcd Ol rogue :and a vaga. fueh prol,ibilion, every penon 1'0 offending 
bond, within rhe intent and meaning of lhe fh~II, for every fueh offence, forfeit the fum of 
(air! rtcilerl aD, and (ball be liable .l.nd (ubjeCl fifty ' pounds, ami cvery grant, &c. (in cafe 
10 all ('\th penaltIes and punin,ments, and by there be ally (uch) under which tht: faid maf· 
fu ch methoos of convi.aion, as are inBitted Olt, ler, &c. fet up or continued fuch piayhoufe, 
or appointed hy the (aid aEt for the puniJbmt'nt &-c. !hall ceafe. 
of rogut!l lind vlgabonds who (ball be found 4. That no perCon or pa10nl !hall be au-
wandering, &C'. lhoriuu by vIrtue of, &-c, from his rnajcny. "c. 

~, Any petfon having or not having any or the lord chamberlain, to aa, &-c. any inter_ 
lrgal fcttlement, who llil U without fucb autho- lude, &c. in any pan of Grc.:tl Britain, except 
rityor licence, la, &c. for hin, .sn:. any in_ , in the ciry of Wdlm!nfier, and within the I!
tedude, &e. every (ueh perron, fhall, for c .. ery ' bcn.n thereof. lind m (ueh piacH wl\(re hi' 
fueh offence. forfeit the (\lm of fifty pClunds,&c. majefiy, &c. Iball rdide .. and during fuch refi. 

3. No perfen fhallfor hire, &c.aEt. &c. &c. dence unly. . 
any new mtedudc., &:c. or any part or part$ • • • .. • * • 
therein, or any new a8, {cene, or other part S. If any interll\de, &c. filaU be aaed, &c. 
added to any old intulude, &c. or any new in any houle or place, where wine or other Ii. 
prologue or epilot.ue. unier. I true: copy thereof quon 1hall be fold, Ihe {arne: !haU be dttmed to 
be rent to the lord cbamberuio of the king'J be atied, &c. fOt gain, ""c. SuMts at larg., 
~u{ehold, &c. fourteen diY, at laft before the 17 G. 'l. c. 2.i. 
aaing, &c. togetbcr with an aeCC\lnt of the • Sir John Hawkin1, in his Life of Jobn~ 
p1ayboufe or otb« place where the fame lhall fan, alreru, lhat the mao3ger of Goodman'. 
Le, &c. tbe time whercia the rime lhaU be firfi: Fields prefc:nted I petition a~ainfi it. and "'III 
.&xi, Icc. iiar.oed by the manti or maDaP, or hurd by counfel. b\.lt this petItion wu pre(cnt-
... Icc. ()f rucb l.1!aybou.fc:, &~ cd againft6ir John Bunanl'i bill in 1135' 

tho 
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,he aRicm:llivc= i the thlCll time on the 61h, returned to the ('ommons on the 
Sth, without any amendments. and reeci,"cd the royal aifent on the 21ft. 

1L is 01011 J)f{)bable that lord Cheflerfield alone fpoke againll the hill, and 
th:',t his fjlcceh, (0 deferred!), admired, has been repeated by fubfequent 
'~' Iiters who copy each other, until a violent oppotition to the ..r.nearure ha<; 
uccn (uppo(ed. which never t:xiftcd. 

Chc1tcrfield d,d not confine- his exertions to the houfe. but wrot~ againCl. 
the new act, iu a paper calk-d Common Senfe; his arguments h<l,"e little to 
recommeud them, o1t a time when the propriety and utility of the me-afure 
3.;.!,ainfi: which they were <Iirette-d, is generally conceded. The bta! cvi b 
which wcre predlfred as the certain confequences of this bill, perpetual fla
,"ely :lnd the introduClion of abfolute authority, have not followed; the good 
effeas which wercexpected from it. have been confirmed by never failing ex
PCflcn(~' \\' hile it fupplcfrerl thf" Jicentiou{nefs, it has not ddlroyed the 
1pint of the drama; Wit has not appe3red le(~ lovely and attraCting, 111 pro
moting virtue and curbing vice with decency, than in recommending trea(on 
:1l1d oblc.cni ty ; nor <lre t!]e fhafts of rid icule rendered ufclefs . becaufe, while 
they have prcfervcd the power to do good, they are diveCl.ed of the power [0 

uo mifchit'f. II The facts, which have been detailed, evince, with fufficient COll

"jEtton, that this aCt: of parliament merely reftored to the lord chamberlain, 
the ancient a.uthority which he poffe-ffed before the appointment of the 
mafl:er of the revels; armed him with legal power, in the place of c ul1:omary 
privilege i and en;lbleu him to execute. by warrantable means, the ufeful, but 
invidious trufu, which experience had long required, and policy at length 
conferred . ... 

• Journals of the Lords and Commons. 
Chlndkr, fur 17lS. Lords' Debates., In7. 
cout)' Cibbet'. Apology. lmmy Collier's 
View of lhe Immoralily an ProfaDentf. of 
the EngliO, Stage. Tindal, vaL so. p. HO.· 
Oldmi.on, N. ]. p. I~. lntroduaion 10 
.u~'t1Iphia Drunatica. Gcnt~maR's and Loa· 

<Ion ·M3gll'l.jn~, 1737. Mar}" ~ Life of Chd· 
tfrlidd. HIWLlIIs's Life 01 Johnfofl. p. 15' 
SU'IOlktt, voL , . po 5sS' Bure's JuRiee, ar_ 
ticle Playd's. Ct.!mcn's Apology far the Be
linen of lhe Sbakfpnn MSS. p .,. to S4H 
to whafc elaborate tcfearches on this fut.j~a 
) haft beeo principally indebted. 
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CHAPTER THE FORTY· EIGHTH -

1737· 

Origin and PrlJl'ifs of Iht MifimdajlandilJ! hu'Umn 'he King and Prince of 
Woles. -Applicat;on to Parliament.-CQnduEJ of Walpo/r-of L ord Chancellor 
Hardwidu-oj Oppojilioll. 

T HIS year was marked by two domcftic c .. ents, which proved highly 
prejudicial to the influence of Sir R obert Walpole, and greatly con

t r'tbutcd to haften the clofe of his adminiftr:ltion; the public oppofition of 
the prince of Wales, and the death of queen Caroline. 

Frederick Louis, prince of Wales, was born in 1707. and continued at 
H anover until he had attained the twenty-firfi year of his age. 

Chapter " . 

• = 
1711· 

George the Second had found. from his own experience, the emb.1rraffinents Cau(csof lho: 
to which government might be cxpoled from the oppofition of the heir ap- rnifllnder_ 

parent, and dreaded the arri\'a1 of a fon who might irritate the ftate of partics, fi&ndin,. 

and incrcafe the ferment arili.ng in the kingdom again(\: the meafurcs of the 
cabinet. He hat! from time to time deferred his removal from Hanover, and 
did not fend for him to England, until a concurrence of circumftances ren-
dered it impolitic to penuil his longer rerrdence on the continent. 

Clamours were juftly raifed in England, that tbe heir apparent had re
ceived a. foreign educa.tion. and was detained abroad, as if to keep alive an 
attachment to Hanover. in preference to Great Britain. TIle minifters at 
length ventured to remonftrate with lhe king on the fubjed, and the privy 
council fonnally reprefented the propriety of his refidencc in England. The 
king, however, ftill hefitated, when an event occurred, which decided his 
choice, and induced him to accelerate the prince's departure from Ger
many. 

A long ocgotiation had takeD place between the houfes of Brunfwick and 
Brandenburgb, for a dOl1ble marriage between the prince of Wales and the 
prim:efs royal of P",IT.., and the prinre royal of Prullia and the prioa:{i 
AmeliL This negotiation had cmnmeno:d in the reign of George the Flrft, 
;"'d was eag<:rly promoted by his doughier Soplri. Dorothy. who had 
efpoufed Frederick William, king of Ptuaia.. Both partie! fc.emed to have 
de6red this union with equal anxiety; but the capricious and brutal tem~ 
pcr of Frederick Wi!Jiam. and his [udden [<<<Ilion from the treaty of 

<4 H:movu,. 
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'Period \'1. 11 .l lhln'I , h.ld 10 l,igh ly offended George the Firft:. tll l t he teafed to favour 
I , ; .p o I 7l~' tl\(" propofetJ int crm:miat!;('s. Si i ll r.mher obH"clc .. were thrown in their way 
~_, iIt th(' 1\t'It·mon oj"()eolge th!.! Second. The t \\O ting~, from their early yca~, 

h,l(\ furl:lCJ 1. \ iukn t ant1luthy to ('ach other. TJll,: fyf1:em of politIC" 
adoptu l hy ElIgl tnd inc-n:afed thi.., mifuI:dt.rfbncling. Frcdt:rick " , dli:Ull 
!l ".,j hl' ,'11 1, I"u l ll} tilt, E mpc l l}1 t il jOlil I he :lilies of Vienna" in oppofition to 
t h ()l~ or ll.ltlf)\(, l", ,lil t! hi ~ recru iti ng offi ccr~ frequently made illegal inrol
:':L.lWl. ell the IlJnnu 'ri.ln t(:rritoric~· . 

In \'aill the quc~'[) of PI nffia endeavoured to reconcile her hufband and 
bwthcr. and to promote the conciulion of the fam ily union, wh ich Ol e ttl 
eJ.rndlly dcli red . The antipathy of the two monarchs increafed infiead oj 
ituat;nf;, and the king of Pmffi.\ was endeavouring to arrange another alii. 
"ll ~·e for hi ~ t;'n and d.lughter, ""\111,,11 both tilC!y and his queen higbly deprc
(";Het' . 
. D uril!:; th( pr"~rC'(~ of tliis :'llr~ir, th: ... priore Iud (urmerJ an atlachmcllt 

to the plJ:l{"('J~ (If l'ruJli3. . and oy the iCllTt mformalion ot hi:. ;lU nt. the 
('j,l(cn of Prufii:t, was nppliz.ed that her tl:tughtcr felt an cqu.11 afftCtion fOJ 
1.1 n~. 

The pi inn ,\ it'; now twent)'~olle j hi ~ paffion "":15 inflamed by oppofition, and 
\ \~' lng tilleJ WlI h apprdH'nfion'> of loling the object: of his affection, he adopted 
.111 l'xpedicnt y, bieh pTovn l the tm.lour of hi ~ attachment.. He (cnt I.e. 
I\ltnhe, a Hanovl!rian officer. to Berlin, who obtained It. private audience of 
the Yllcen. in wh ich he told her tbat he was commanded by the prince to 
dedart" his reCQJu ti;.)n of repairing incognito to Berlin. and fecretly efj>oufil)g 
her d.lUglitcr, if the king and queen of Pruffia would [anchon this nep with 
their approbation. At the fame time he entreated the queen that it fuoukl 
be communicated to no one but the king. The queen received the meffagc 
..... ith a tranli)Qrt of joy, apprO\:ed the defign, :lnd promiC\.'(} to l..eep the fccrct 
lIl\'iolable, The next morning, however, Ole diCclofed it to Dobourgeay, 
the Englilh envoy. obferving, that Ole ,believcd him tQ ,be fa much her friend 
as to parta.ke of her fatisfatl:ion. Dubourgeay exprdTed his concern that fo 
important a. fccret fhould be confided to him, and declared it his duty to 
fend immediate information to the king of England. The queen, confcious 
of the error which fue had unwarily committed, conjured him not to betray her 
confidence, but he perfifted in his refolution; and a. meffenger was imme. 
diattly difpatched·. The queen was greatly embarraffed at this unexpeaeg 
incident, but trufted that the affair might be concluded before t he return of 

• Pol~tz, Hiftoire det ouatre demir:r. Souvnaills de: 11. Maifon ae Brandebourg Royale ~ 
rNa-e, tom .... p.lb. IB+ 
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rllC melfcnger from England, and (0 fanguine were their hopes of (uccers, 
that the king of Pruffia came from his hunting fCJ.t tn Berlin, expecting the 
daily arrival of the inteJlded bridegroom. "I-

But while they were indulging thefe hopes, information was received 
that the prince had been fe-nt for to England. George the Second, on the 
intelligence from Dubourgay. difjxltched colonel Launay to Hanover for 
thM purpo(c. The prince received thefe commands with Tefpett, and in
fiantly obeyed them.' At the condullen of a ball, he ret out from Hanover, 
accompanied on ly by L:lunay and a lingle domeflic, travcrrcd Germany and 
Holland as :l private gentleman. embarked at Helvelfiuis, and arrived at St. 
James's, where he was coldly received by his father. 

For fome time after his arrival in Ellgland, the novelty of his fituarion, his 
little acquaintance with the language, his total ignorance of the conftitution 
and manners of the country, and the dread which he feems to have enter. 
tained of his father's indignation, kept him in due fubmiffion, and pre
vented him from openly teftifying his difi'atisfaCtion. But as he incfCa(ed in 
yeal'S, and became confcious of his dignified itation, the eftrangement of his 
father, and the rellraint in which he was kept, naturally difguited a young 
prince of high fj)irit, and increafing popularity. and the I'c(entment which 
he had conceived aga:nll his parents, ~xcited an antipathy to the .milliner, 
in whom tbey had placed implicit confidence. As he had a tafte for the 
arts, and a fondncfs for . literary purfuits, he (ought the (ociety of perf On!> 

who were moR conti1icuons .fi>r their talc{!J.S and knowledge. _..He was thrown, 
into the company of Carteret, Cheflcrfield, Pulteney, Cubham, a.nd Sir Vlil- ' 
liam'Vynclham. who were confidcTc-d as the leading charaflers fOT wit, ta.· 
len ts, and urbanity. 

His houfe became the rendezvous of young Inen of the highcfi expetla
rions, Pitt: Lyttlc:on. and the Grenvilles, whom he afterward~ took 'into his 
houfehold, amI tP.ade Ilis aaociates .• The ufual topic of converfation in 
£eleCt fociety, W~ abufc of the mininer, and condemnation of his meafures, 
urged with all the kcenne(s of wit, :tnd powers of eloquence. The prince 
found the men whofe reputation was moil emiuent in literature, parti
cularly Swift. POVL and ThymJon,-adverie to Walpole, who was the object: of 
their private and public (atire. 

But the perC on who principally contributed to increafe his rc(entmcnt 
againft th~ king, and to foment hi':. averfion to the minifler, was Bolingbroke. 
who was chal'oI.d:.erifed by the firfi. poets.:lf the age, -as the II allllccomplil11cd 
St. John, the mufe's friend." The prince was fa.fcinated with his convrrfa.- I 
tioo .amI manners. His. confident aif1!uions, and popular uC"clamalions, hi$ 
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affeCted zeal to reconcile all ranks and defcriptions, the energy with which 
Jle decried the baneful fpint of party, and his plal.lfible theories of a perfect 
government, without tnfiuem.e or corruption. acting by prerogative, were cal
culated to dazzle and captivate a young prince of high ij)irit and f.lnguine 
difpofition. anJ induce him to believe that the miniller was forming a 
fyftcmatlc plan to overthrow the con{htution, and that the caufe of oppo· 
filion was that of honour and liberty. 

So early a! 1734. the mitunderfbnding between the father and {(m had 
inclcafcd to a very alarming degree, and the prim.e, encouraged by the 01'
pofiticn, took a very injudicious ller, which was calculated to provoke the 
king, and occafion an unmedJate and open rupture. He repaired to the 
anti·chamber, anJ WIthout any pre\,lous arrangement, rc:qucnt:u an unme
dlate audience. The king deb/ cd admitting him 1111 he had lent for SIr 
Robert Walpole, on whofe arrival, he expreffed his imhgnation ag:l.Intt his fon, 
ami would have proceeded to milant extremities, had not the mmifter con· 
trivcd to calm hi'i rcfentmcnt. He fl::rongly inculcated mcxleration, and per· 
fuaded the king to bear with complacency what he wifhed to communicate. 

On being admitted, t-he prince made three rcque{ls, in a tone and mannrr 
which indicated a fpirit of perfeverance. The firft was, to ferve a campaign 
on the Rhine in. the Imperial a.rmy; the fecond related to the augmentation 
()f his revenue, at the fame time intinuating, that he was in debt; the tlurd 
was, his fettlement by a fuitable marriage. To the firft and third points, the 
king made no anfwer; in regard to the fecond, he fhewed an inclination to 
comply, if the prince would behave with due refpect to the queen. 

The king had fuppretred the emotions of his anger on thefe demands of 
IUs fOil; but his refcntment broke out with redoubled violence, when ru · 
mours were circulated, that the prince would apply to parliJ.qlent for an 
augmentation of his revenue. The queen exerted all her efforts to foften 
the king's indignation, and the miniQ.cr ufed every arglSment which policy 
fuggefted to incline him to moderation, and to induce him not to drive the 
prince wholly into the anns of oppofition. Thefe exertion!! had a temporary 
e~tt·. The rupture was fufpended, and the hopes of oppotition were 
difappointed. • 

The panion which the prince had entertained for the princer!! Frederica, 
being tbwarted by his parents,. preyed upon bis mind and increafcd bis dif~ 

.-I..ctmde MonC. de Loft 1 MMf. de Bruht, uOldOl;tte i de Mon£. John i Mo,oC.Von Hagtn, 
16 _lui6kt 111" CQm(poadar!r;-r. 
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~ft, :U\tl when the propofal of another union was imparted to him, he remon· Ch3.pler 4"'8. 
)hatetl with grcJ.t marks Of offend.!d tenfibilit)l, and cxprcffc=d his repug- 1711. 

nance to crpoure a princcG whom he had not feeo, infkHl of one whom he '---. • 
had {cco and approved . When the arrangement was made [(;Ir his ma.rriage -
with Augufla, princcfs of Saxe Gnth:l, the prince of Wales {cnt for b.:uon 
Borck. the Pruffian minif1er, and complained, with much indjgnation. that 
rhe king his father compelled him to renounce all hopes of c{poufing a 
Pruffian princefs. He rC'1ueftctl him to hy Ius grief before the king 
his mafter, and to affurc hun that he was determined to have refift~d all 
compullion, and W:l<; only induced to agree to the alli:lnce with the princefs 
of Saxe Got ha, on being informed hy his mother, that the king of Pruffia had 
refufeJ to give him his tlaughter in marriage. He exprcffed his heartfelt 
fcgrrt that he was not permitted to have the honour of forming an union 
with a family whIch he loved more than his own, ,and to which, from 
his earlidl: infancy, all his defires had been directed j he hoped, neverthelc(s, 
that the king would not withdraw his favour and friendfhip. He teflified his 
concern, that he wa~ to be connected with a houfe from which he could not 
expcd thftt (upport. which he Ihould have found in the king of Pruffia, and 
lamented his hard fate in being condemned to remain under the fevere con-
troul of the queen his mother. He concluded by obferving. that he muil 
(ubmit to hi s defEnS'. that he could not fee, without grief. the king of Eng-
land difdaining thl! fricndfhip of a great monarch, without which the ruin of 
·his houfc mull infallibly eofue·. The letter, in which Borck gJ.ve an J.ccount 
of this indi/creet conference to his marter, fell into the hands of the king, 
and greatly irritated his inflammable temper. 

, On the 17th of April 1736, the prince of Wales e(poufed the princt=tS off 
Saxe Gotha. in whofe beauty, accomplifhments, and virtues, he forgot his 
former paillon. But the ma.rriage did not remove the unfortunate mifun. 
derfianding between the father ana fan, it rather had a contrary tendency. 
The increafed expences of the prince's houfcnolJ , without an adequate illcreafe 
of income, rendered his fituation lllB more irk fome. His revenue, although 
enlarged from £.36,000 to £ . 50,000, with the emoluments of the duch}" 
of Cornwall, did not amount to f.. 60,000, a fum the prince and his friends 
deemed infufficient to fupport the dignity of his flation. It became matter 
of public animadverfion, that out of a civil liO:. of [.800)000) he re~ 

• utter frOI'Q Borck to tilt kiug of Pruffin, Decelnbcr ~J, '73S. Orford Ptptn. 
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Pniod VI. crived only £. 50,000 :l year, although the king, when prince of Wale5. 
'734 to I i37' rccei\'ed £. 100,000 out of a civil lift of only £. 700,000. But Wlll l(" tillS 

~ was indullriuufly circulated, it was not confidercd. tbat George the S~l ur.d. 
when prince of Wales, had a large family. and that he had fcveral younger 
children, for whom he was to make a provifion out of the civil lift, wlueh 
was not the cafc of George the Firft. 

The marriage of the heir apparent greatly increafed his popularity. The 
affabliity of q"s manners, the counery of his deportment. were contrafted 
with the phlegmatic referve of George the Second. His protection of letters. 
his fondners for the polite arts, and his TIling merits became the favourite 
theme of popular appl..l.ufl", and of parliamentary declamatIon among the 
members of opporttion, 

April '9, It is remarkable, that the add refs of congratulation to the king. on the 
nuptIals of th.: prince of 'V:tl('~ will! the pnnLcfs ofSJ.xe Gotha was mOl'ed 
by Pulteney. and that the principal fpeakcrs in the prince's praiCe, were thoCe 
who umformly oppofcd the mea[urcs of government. It was on tillS me
morable oecaGon, that 'Villiam Pitt maJe his maiden fpeech. in a !lnin 
of declamation, which a contemporary hiUorian defcribes as not j"fenor to 
the great models of antiquity. U it being more ornamented than Demof
thenes, and lefs dilfufe than Cicero·." Both he and his friend Lyttleton, 
who alfo firft fpoke on the fame occafion, defcribed tile pnnce as a moO: 
dutiful fan j defc3Dtcd on his fili:ll obedience :lnd refpeftful rubmi1T~n to the 
will of his royal parents, and expatiated, with oftentatious energy. on his ge
nerous love of liberty. and hisjuft reverence for the Britilh conftitution. In 
atfcaing to pmiCe the king, for havmg gratified the impatient wIChes of a 
loyal pl!Ople, they gave the prior merit to the prince, for having requefted 
a marri?ge fo necdfary to the public good, and afcribed only a fecondary 
merit to the king for granting this requefi.. 

The: manner 10 which this debate + wr.s conduCted .. the: warm panegyric 
be!lowed on the prince. the; cold praifes given to the king. and the acrimoni· 
o.us cenfures of the mtnifter. gave great offence, and tended frill farther to 
widen the breach. 

Joinloppofio At length the mifunderftandiog arofe to fo great a height, that the 
_... prince threw himfelf into the arrr..s of oppofition. Bolingbroke, who had 

• TindaL t Chandl~r, vol. 9, p. U2 • 
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long advifcd the man: violent proceedings, now laid down a frftcmatic plan 
of proceeding to be followed by the pnnce, the ·firft. ficp of which was 
an emancipation florn all dependence on the crown, br the clcquifil,on of 

I a permanent allowance of £.100,000 pcr annum, which the king fhould he 
compelled to grant, at the remonfirancc, and under the guaranty of parlia
ment. 

From the time that this fcheme was fjrft fuggeftcd by Bolingbroke, and 
which had been unadvifedly infinuatcd to the king, in 1734. before it was 
maturely weighed. the prince [eems to have pcrfi fted in his refolution of ap: 
pealing to p.Lriiament. Soon after his marriage, In: mentioned hi ..- intention 
to the queen. The que!;'n, perceiving tbat any advice would be ineffectual. af
fected to confiu{!r it a, an idle and chimerical rcheme; Ihe trc:ltcd it as ajdl, 
anu declan.:ll that tuere wns not the leafl: prorpect of fuccers. But her remon
flrance had no clfea. Urged on by Bolingbroke. whore Jail: advice. before 
his retreat into France, was to pur[ue unremittingly this one f.lvourite ob· 
ject, the prince at length determined to lay his cafe before parliament. He 
accordingly applied t o) the moil: refpcltable member of oppofition, without: 
any previous intimation, not with a view of atk ing advice, but of demand
ing [upport. Pulteney. though furprif.:d at the unexpctled requcft, de. 
c1ared a hearty inclination on his own part to promote the meafure, but 
auLled, that he mull: con[ult his friends. Finding, however. the prince deter
mined to perfevefC. he ("ngaged for the unanimous can[ent of his partie,ulaf 
lricmls. and offered to make the motion himrelf. Sir Jobn Barnard prolllileu 
1m fupport, and Sir \iVilliam Vvyndham an[wercd for the Tories; obf~n'ing, 
that tht')' had long defired an opportunity of !hewmg their regard and attach
ment to the prince. He al(o declared, that all his party were anxious to 
prove by their zeal, the falfity- of the repr()aches call: againtl: them, tlint they 
were Jacobites, a.nd to (hew lhat they were mirrepre(entcrJ under that nalne:. 

Dodington, afterwards lord Melccknbe, was the 6rlt perron connctled 
With govelnment, to whom the prince imparted his defign, and to him it was 
declared !lnly on the 7th 01 February. Dudington gave a {hiking proof of 
finnnefs and int egrity. hy decl ining to fuppert a fcheme pregn:lnt with [0 

man)' evils, and made tl:rong and ICllliblc rcmonfuanccs to induct: the prince 
not io prefs any farther a mca(ure- which mufl: render all who voted dc[pe
rate either with the po!fdror of~ Of [ucceflor to the crown j but allilis efforts 
were ineffecb.!.ll .... 
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No inform:l.tinn Wl~ conveyed to the king:, and the minio.er did not re .. 
cci,'e the Jean intllnation of tile hufincE, nr cn:n (ufpeA. it, until the 13th 
of Februarr . J Ie W:l~ JlCH', befefe engaged in any I ranr,l<~tion \\ hich gave him 
more concc'n Of F,rcakl cmb.ur:lflincnl. lIe was aW:ln: that £. 50,000 a 
year \\01<; l!l:1dCqll:l{C to the dlgmfied {urian of t he h ur :tpparcnt. lnd yet 
com meLd rlJ,:l.\ t he king" inccnlcd a~ he was ag.linfi hie; j{Jn, could not be 
pcrluJ.ueu tu itlcT("ali.. Ib.11 allowance. He was not howev,.-r lJltinmlatoo bya 
(he.ld of offending the heir app.lrr.-llf, 1,\\10 might. one day lx'come his m:lIler, 
~tlJ (_lid not Ibnn~ f10:n his UUIY 10 his fovcn:ign and to hi~ country j but 
rcfolved to fupport the kmg in 111:. Juft prcrogativc, amI to oppo/c a meafure 
which he conliucl(.u a., no Ids umonfiilutional than (\i(rcf{X·clfuJ. H e la
mented, howtvcr, that the king h:1.<1 imprudently delayed to m:l.ke the prince 
:l. permanent allowance of £. 50,000 .1 ) car, ill the lame manner as George 
the Flrll: h.HI e-f,lnu,d IllS aJ!ow:lncc when prime of \V.llc~) .::mn that he Iud 
not Jcuk.d :l ,lolOture on t he pflncefs. Walpole W.I~ .nut ignorant. that the 
prince dcri\'cd from there. cireumfbnccs juft eaule of complaint, and that 
until that was removed, the oppofit ion would have great ad\':l.lltage in the 
argument In confcqul:nce of there fentiment~, he uied all his efforts 10 ob
tam a concemon of thcie pointS', and finally conquered the rcpugn:u:.ce of 

. the king. 
Hut the ungracious manner in which this wa~ offered, widened rat her than 

repaired the breach. The milliner Cummoned~ meet\!lg at his own. Jroufe. 
at which were prefent, the duke'i of Ne~'caflle, Gt:l.fton, and D CYOnJllire, the 
~rl of Scarborough, Horace Walpole. and lon..1 Hardwickc. recently nomi
nated lord chanrcUor. un the death of lord Talbot·. Walpole informed them, 
tnat he had, thougll nOI without thc greateIl difficulty, prc\'ailetl on the king to 
render the prince's allowance inticpenJcnl, anti to fddc the princds's join~ 
ture, and that his majdly had been plc~!'!(:d to g ive hIm authority to an~ 
nounee to the houfe of commons. WhWl the motion was made, 11is confent to 
both thefe points. The chancellor objctlcd, that if this declaration ihould 
be firft made in the houfc of commons, without properly acquainting the 
prince, or his treaiurer, it would have the appearance of an intended fur~ 
prife. He added , that the fri!!nds of the royal family might think thcm~ 
laves ill ufed, jf they were reduced to fo great a difficulty as that of voting 
in a difpute between the king and the prince, when perhaps [uch previous 
jnformation as he recommended might have prevented the motion. 

·I.ord Ibrdwid.e I.a..: I~ft a circamfiaotllli 
.mmtivc of this 'imponllQt tranfaelion, from 

which I have (deeled the mofi intudting par~ 
ticulali. Han:lwidr.c P~pm. 
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To this fenGblc reprefcnt:ltion. the milliner rc plicu, th:!.! it w:;,s in '":lin to 
imagine the k ing could be reduced to (0 Iowan aCt: of fubmiOioll, as to per
mit any private communication of this kind, aftcr the ll.::ps the print"!.: Ind 
already taken. The fuggeftion, huwt:vcr. of the chancellor made a dUI! 
imprelTion, and Walpok: perfuadcd the king to lend :l meifJ.gc to the prince, 
by fome of the lords of the cabinet council. 

AccorJingly, on the day which lord Hardwickc received the grc:lt real , 
while he WAS waiting in the antichamber with the duke!> of Ncwcafile and 
Argyle, the earl of Wilmington, and o th er lords of the cuuncil, Sir Robert 
Walpole came out of the king's chamber in a grt.lt hurry, holJing a paper 
in hi!> hancL Calling a.ll the lor~" of the cabinet to the upper end of the 
room, he then read to them l.cJraught of a mcfl:I~<.", in hi s own hand writ· 
ing, and acquainkd them, that it was the king\. pleafurc:, that it fhould 
be immediately carried to the prince by the lord chancellor. lord prtfldent, 
lord fteward. and lord chamberlain. 

The draught W:lS not fairly tranCcribed, and {evera! of the lords complained, . 
tbat the whole bufincfs was l ranfatted with fuch precipin,tion, that fufficient 
leifure W:15 n.ot allowed to confider the terms of the mcfiage. T he time 
preffed extremely, and the place was l, ighly improper (or fuch momentous 
ronfultation. For the company which a,{rembktl to attend the levee filled 
the room, and could not a\'oid hearing many of the tbing~ whic~ FatTed in 
the courfe of conver(atioD. The chancellor, however, ventured to objeCt. te
the exprcffions, " Iht! undutiful ntto[uru 1vhirh his 1II0jd/)' iJ ill/ormed )'(,11,. ro)'u[ 
.~ig hnl'ft illtrtlds 10 puifll/! ;" but it was replied by the minifter, that the king 
infificu on the word tlndutiful. and that it was with great d iffi cult y he was in
duced not to add (evcrer epithets. The chancellor, however, pcrfifiing in his 
objettjpn, the word inlend!, was changca for hOlh heen advijtd 10 pm)il/!. ." 

T he chancellor took Walpole afide. and expofiulatetl wit h him on the 
hardfhip of making [ucb a difagreeable errant! the firll: aCt of his office. 
The minifter anfwereu , that he had b'inted this to the king. aJ for OJ lit dllrft 
'Venture in [0 nice a cafe, but the king prevented all farther difcuffion, by ex
d aiming. my chonulltJr flall go. 

The expofiulations of the chancellor. however, productd a variation in 
point of form j inftead of only four officers of the crown. the whole cabinet 
,ounei! was ordered to attend with the melfage. [t then growing late, Sir' 
Rol!trt Walpole acquainted them that bufinefs of confequence was expetlcd 
in the . houCe of commons, that he and Sir Charles Wager muft attend,lUld : 

" lhe, I 
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they both went away. leaving the foul draught of the mefT.lgt· . Lord 'liay) 
under a pretence of attending the houfe of lords, alfo retired. 

When the ceremony of giving the great real was over, the remaining If 

lords of t he cabine! del iberated in the council chamber on the mode of exe
cuting their charge. The meffage was not yet copied, and a rumour was 
circul:u ctl, that the- prim.:e was going to the houfe of commons; the lord 
fi ('w:mi ::md the lord chamberlain were tleputed to ~nform him, that the lords 
of I he cabinet were ordercu to attenu with a mefiage from the king, and re
quelled to know where he would recej,,'e it. H e an{wered, in his own apart
ment. As foon a~ the fair copy was compared with the draught. the lords 
went to the prince. and being Ibewn into the levee room, the chancellor 
kiffed his hand. 00 being appointed to his high office, and received his can. 
gratulations. The door being then elored , lll! read the mefiage over audib)y 
and dlfi inClJ". as foHows : 

.. Hi ... m:ljd1r has commanded 11<: tn acquaint your roy.J highneG" in hi .. 
name, that upon your royal highntJ~'s marriage, he immeu i:ltely took into 
his royal conrideration the fettling a proper jointure upon the princefs of 
Wale.:; j but his fudden goi ng abroad, and his late indirpofition fino.:: his re
turn, had hitht:rl o delayed the execution of thefe his gracious intentions; 
from whirh GlOf t dcby his majefiy did not apprehend allY incollvenience,> 
could ari/&, cfpc:cdJy fince no application had, in any manner, been mad,· to 
him upon this fubjeet by your royal highne[s: and that his majefly hath now 
given orders for fettling a jointure upon the princefs of Wale~ , as far as he is 
enabled hy law, fuit:lble to her high rank and dignity, \\hi ch he will~ in l)roper 
time, lay bcfnrc his parl iament. in order to be rendered certain and ctrd'l:uaJ, 
for the benefit of her ror.ll highnef<:. 

" T IlC' I-.ing ha'> fu rth er commanded us tn acquai nt your royal h ighn~'rs. that 
~l t hotlgh your fOpl highncf~ has not thought tit, by an) applicat ion.to his 
majefi.y, to defirc, that }'o ur r.llowance of £ . 50,000 per .lnnum, which is now 
V:lid by monthly payments, at the chOKe of you r royal highll('I; , prc!crably 
to quarterlY,; payments, might, by his majdly '5 further g,r.llC" amJ favour. be 
remlered leis prcr:u'ious, hi s m.lJefty, to preven t t he b:ld confcquenl'es which 
ile apprcbemls may follow, from the undutiful mea!urcs, which his nf:\jefly 
is infonl1~dJ your royal highners has been advifed to purfue , \"ill grant to 
your royal highnefs , for his majefty's life, the raid £. 5 0,000 per annum, to 

• 
• The lord c\unCtllOf, the tarl of Wil. 

mington, the ,Iuk~~ 01 Dorfel and Grafton, the 
~ke of Richmoml, miller of t !-.e hor(e, the 
.Duke pf Argylt, commauder ill cbld, thc:dl.l.k.e 

• of Nell.·cafik, the ad tlf Pembroke, UOOm 
of the Holt, tnt: uri of Scarborough, ami lord 
Harriugl.oll . 
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be i1J'uing out of his majefty'~ civil lift revenues, over and above your roY:lt Chapter .a. 
highnefs's revenues arifing from the duchy of Cornwall. which his majefty In1. 
thinks a very competent aUowance. confidering his numerous iffue, and the " ~ 
great expences which do, and muf! ncccffarily aUcnd an honourable provi-
fion for his whole royal family." 

• 

The chancellor having concluded, there was a nlort paure, and a profound 
lilence enfued. The prine!;: looking about him. raid, my lords, " Am ( to re
turn an immediate an[wer?" to which the chancelJor replying," if your royal 
highnefs pleafes," the prince then delivered a verbal mefiage to the following 
import:-

" He defired the lords to lay him, with all humility, at his majdl:y's 
feet; and to affure his majefty that be had, and ever fuould retain, the ut 
mon: duty for his royal perfon; that he was very thankful for any inllanc!: 
of his majefty 's goodnefs to him, or the princers, and for his majefty 's gra ... 
cious intention for fetLiing a jointure upon her royal highnefs; but that, ai 

to the meffage. the affair was now out of his hands, and therefore: he could 
gi\·c no an(wcr to it." After which. he ufed many dutiful expreffions 
towards the king. and then a.dded, J/Jdud, my lords, it is ill olher h(l1lds. I 
11m forry for it, or to tb::lt effecl:. He concluded, with earneftly deli ring the· 
lords to reprefent his anfwcr to his majefty in the moft rcij1etlful and dutiful 
manner .... 

"Vhen this anfwer was reported to the king in the evening, by the lords, 
he looked dilpleafed, but mnde 00 reply_ 

The fituation of (he minifter was rendered more cmb:lrraffing:lt this parti
cubr period, from the ill health of the king. who W:lS at that time fo jodif
pored :lS to give real npprcbenfion, that he could not long furvive. Hence 
Bolingbroke, in a lettert to Sir William Wyndham, expreffes his afionifilment 
at Walpole'S imprudence, in offending the heir apparent, who was likely fa 
become his mafter, and the duchers of Marlborough thought his conduCt no 
lefs inconlprchenfible t. This circurftftance had given to oppofition a great 
:K:ccllion of ftrength , but had no effect on the condutl:. of Vvalpolc. 

On the 2.2.d , Pulteney made his motion for an add refs. reguefting tht' king 
to feule £ _ 100,000 a year on the prince of Wales. and the fame jointure on 
the princc[, as the queen had when lhc was princers of Wale!, affuring the 
king, that the houfc would enable him effeCtually to fulfil the fame. 

• Ch!ndler, vol. I), II. 1('1, !03' 
tCorrefpondrtlcc,Feb.J.I1J8. PeriodVH. 
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The grent point!:. which Pultenry, and thofe 'who fupported the motion, 
laboured to pron: • .\\e re, that the prince had a. d::um to the propoled allow· 
anee, fouuded on equity ::md good l)Olicy, and a legal right, founded on law 
:md prce~:dl'lIt, anti thJ.t the rc\'cnlle ot the (.IVI\ 11ft had beed granted to 
G l.org .. the I HO, and :If{cr ...... ard~ .lUgmcntcd under G eorge the Second, on 
Ilil u:pld ... . or .1t k.lfl Impb .. d, condition, tl.at, out of that revenue, the 
illln oj [ IOC,OOO fh oi lid be reier-cd for the pnnec of\Vales, as a pcrma-
11\ IH J.lld mdependent t..fbbhlhmc,l l, \\llldt t he J...ing had It not in IllS powcr 
In \\lfhhold, PulLenc} fUPPOltCJ the prlll.uplee; on \\llIch the marion wa!> 
tllumh,'ll \\I\il ~IClt ability, and \\nll :lloll£, fCflce; 01 IllnOTtcal references to 
hcir .. appJ.ILnt .... ml prcrumpti\c to tllC' (10\\ 11, who, hc maintlined, had rc
cci\ld an imlcpcndtnt and pcrmullcnl ::lllo\\:lnce. He condudn\ by J.ntlcl
paring ["veral cogent oh)cc.hons to the pmpofed addrd~. llifing (10m the 
impropTlety and IIldcccocy of II1tl'Tj)ufing bt:tV.Clll the king .1011 the pnncc, 
b etween thl! latiler anu tll.; Ln, J.m\ uf IIItclf.:rlllg with the prerogau\'e of the 
crown. 

The miOlfi.cr in rt,ply, be.;:l.o by ob[erving, that he nC\-cr rore to (peak upon 
any [ubjet\:: wltll :l d\::cpu (on(..crn. Jnel a grcatl.r rduCl: .... ocy , rh.!n Iw (ltd on 
the pr(fcnt Important affair. H e cxprc1fl.u the concern ;l.Ild embarraffmcnt 
under \\ 111(..'11 moft members of that houf.: muil he, 111 gl\ ing I heir votes or 
opinion; jf the)' dedan:d In f:l.\om of tlie.' motion , thcy mull fcem to injure 
the royal hthcr, their 10\ (Telgn, or I), dcdullog the motion, fcern 10 lOJure 
t he royal fon, and apr ,1Icnt he.'lr to the uown, But he wlluld uccbre 
his fc:ntlment s "'It II fn.: t..c1oll1, bcc:1ufc, from 1m Pt'rjlJm1! knowledge of the two 
great charaCters, he was f.ltisficd thlt neither of them would tlunk himfclf 
IllJured, hecau(~ any gen tleman ga.ve his opinion or vote freely In parlia
mcnt; and he was comincnl thM Ihcpnnre of\Vak-s had fo much wddom, 
and ruch a true (cnrt: of /ilial dut)" Ihal he would nC\'CI confider as a favour 
beflowcd on him, what h .... d the leafl tendency towald~ om.ring an Indlgmty 
to hi,; father. ~ 

He fupporred the prerogative of the crown, and the right of the king to 
Qlfpo{e of his enil revenues, without the interference of parliament, and to 
{uffer no controul in the man~gement of hl'i o\\n f-lmll}" In the courfe 
of his fpeech, he communicat('Ll the fubfbnce of the mefi"Jge whieh had 
l)cm fCLlt by the king to the p linec, and clccl;ucd that £. 50,000 a year, 
udufive of the revenues anfing from the duthy of Cornwall, was a com
pct¢m allowancc, and as fllu C'h a~ the king could afford out of the e;"'il 
¥ft. He exp.1ti-ltcd on the i?lpropriely of parhament's lnterpofing be. 

tween 



tween the father amI fon, deprecated the attt!1l1rt to make 3. brta~h be
tween them, enterc:d into an hillorical examination of the fevNal precedents 
mentioned by Pulteney, and denied that any foundation for fuch 3. par
liamentary interpoli(ion could he found, cxccpt that lingle precedent 
under H enry tbe Sixth , whori· rcip;n was f(, we:!.J.... that the parli301cnt found 
it necefTa r), to atli.lIne {c\·cml rig,hts and pri\·i lcg:c~, to which they were not 
properly cnt itled. H e dcclarctl, that the jlrj nt~ Imd ncitlll·r OJ, claim from 
equity or good polic}', aud fiilI h:1~ :1. riGht, (,)llnded on law 01" prcceJent , 
amI he menlioneJ that the rt'VCllUlS of the civil l in had b~:~n gr-J.L1tctl un
conditionally to the king, wi~hOt; t the moll dl rtlllt aliufion to a fiipulalion. 
that £. 100,000 pcrannum nl",u lJ. hc paid to the priLle..: ul' \Volk·s. 

T he rcafom urg('J by \Valpuk', in contradic~ i lJ ll to tbofe a~h·an..:etl hy op. 
poCirion, fufficicntly proved, to nil Jiii);LiTionnlc pcrtnn~, that the Ol(ll ion was 
not founded on law, good polic)" Qr precedent, and wen.: ]lot inval idated 
by the reply of Pulteney. in fumming up th\: arguments on both fides. 
But a confident ;md plaufible aITertioo, advanced by a fuppurter of the mo
tion, made a deep impreffion on the houfe. :lnd feemed to vindicate the 
proceedings of the prince, and to arraign the conduC\: of the king. 

co By the regulation and fctt lement of the prince's houfhold, as m3.de 
fame ti rlle fill ee by hi s majcf1:y il imfclf, the yearly expellee comes to [..63 ,000, 
without allowing one OliUing to his royal highncfs for aas of charity and 
gencrolit}'. By the 1l1~{f:lg,C now before us, it is propored to fettle upon him 
only £. 50,000 a ycar, and yct from this fum we mull: dccluCl the land tax, 
which, at two (hill ings in the J>0und,amounts to £ . 5.000 a year, we nmfilike
,,"'ife deduCt tht: fixpennyduty to the civil lifl lot tery, which amounts toe .1, 2. $0 
a ycar,alld we mutt alfo deduct the fc:espayahle at the c::xche'lucr, wbich amount 
to about£ . 750 a year marc, aU there deductions amount to £. 7,000 a year, 
and reduce the[. 50,000, propofed to be Cettled upon him by the mclf:t.gc, to 
£.43,000 a year. Now as his royal highnefs has no otherefbte but the duch y 
of Cornwall, which cannot l1C reckone~l, at the moll, above C. 9.000, his whole 
yearly revenue can illllount but to !,. 52,000, and yet the yearly cxpenceof 
his houfilOld, according to his majcl1:y's own regubtiou, is to amount to 
£.63,000. without allowing hi" royal highot'f' one lllilling for the indul· 
gcncc of that generous :lorl charitahle difpoIition with which he is known to 
be endued in a very eminent degree. Suppofe then we :lllow him but 
£.10,000 a yea.r for the indlllgt'nce of'that IaUtbhle difpofition. his wholt" 
yearly expen:.:e. by hi~ m:yefl:y's own :l.eknowledgmcnt , mufl thell amount to 
C. 73,000, ilnd his yearly income, ilccording to this l11(' ili.lgC , C;l n amoun t to 
nu more than £ . 5'1.,000, is this, Sir, 1l1ewing any rcrpeCt to hi !> merit f h 
this providing for bis g:enerofity? Js. it not reducing him to !l. fI.:.Li want, 

.. Y 2. IH' eli • 
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P<ri0<l VI. e'"en with refpct't to his ncceffities, and con(equently, to an unavoidable 
1'34tOI737. dependance, and a vile pecuniary dependance too, upon his father's minifters 

zJ and (er.'ants? 1 confers, SIr, when I firfl: heard this motion made, I was 
wavering a good t'kaJ in my opinion; buc this meffagc has confirmed me: I 
now fet', that without the interpofition of parliament. his royal highneG. the 
prince of \V,tlcs, the llcir apparent to our crown, muft. be reduced to the 
grratcft ihaits, the man mfufferablc hardfhJps -." 

In tllt lords. 

Mi{.aau~· 
alent of op
pofition. 

Full credit W:l5, at the time. given to this f1:atcment. as well bccaufe it was 
ofienta.tiou!ly uifJllayed by two of tht! prince's fervants durillg the debate, 
as bccaufc the minill.er, to prevent great heats and animalities, m:lde no im
mediate an[wer, and feveral perfons were inducen by thiS reprefenratlon to 
'Yote in f:l.\-our of the motion. which was negatm.--d by a majori ty of only 
:134 againll. 204-t-

This fillall mnjority of 30 would have Leen reduced to a minority, had 
SIr William 'Vyndham been able to fulfil the promifc of fupport, which 
Le made to the prince In the name of his p:u-ty. But forty.fi vc Tories COIl

' fiJcred the interferellce of parlia.ment as hoftile to the principles of the 
BlIli(h conll.ltution, hIghly dl!Jnocratic, and fuch a dangerom innovation, 
that they quitted the houle in a body before the divifion; an act highly 
honourable to thofe who refufed to facrifice their principles to their party. 

On the 23d, the fame motion was made in the hOLl(e of peers by lord 
Carteret, and a fimiJar debate enfued. It was ne~tjvcd hy a Jarge majority 
of 103 againft 40, and a pra teft was inferted only by fourteen peers t. 

But although this unconftitutiorul propofition WdS thus thrown out in 
parliament, yet the fmallners of the majority in the lower houfe, proved the 
difficulties under which the minill.er laboured. His caufe was highly unpo. 
pular. The oppnfitian introduced the quefiion in every fh:1pe and form 
which was. moll. likely to attract the public attention, alld in the periodical 
papers and pamphlets, writt{,11 with alJ the addrcfs and fubtkty which the 
talents of the gre:lt leaders of the minorily could fupply. Among other 
pamphlets which were ci rculated with z.eal. u.nd read with avidity, 
was one inti tied. " A Letter from a Member of Parliament to hi, 
Friend in the Country, on the Motion for addreffing the King to fdtle 
la- 100,000 per Annum on his Royal Highnefs the Prince of Wales." Thls 
work was written with fuch all air of (andour, and pJau6bilit}l of argument. 
and yet contained fo much bittcrnefs and acrimony, that the minifter him
(elf revifed the anfwer, which was compofed by lord Hervey. called If An 
Examination of the FaB:s a.nd Rearon! contained ia & Pampblet intitled. 
A Letter. &c." In this work, Sir R.obert Walpolc made ~veraI infertions, 

• Chandler, t }OUI'Du. t !..on»' Debates. 
which 




