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which prove the importance of the letter, and which arc {lilt extant in his 
own hand-writing among the Orford Papers. H e here commented with 
greater freed om than he could venture to do in parliament, and anfwered 
the arguments in favour of the motion with more fpirit than moderation. 
and more indignation than temper. 

That part of his infertions which is moll: worthy of notice, was the aofwer 
given to the fiatement made ill the haufe, relj)ctting the prince's eftabliih
ment, {aid to have been regulated by the king. From a ['lir invcftigation 
of the paper which the prince's officers had Ihewn to the houfe, he demon
firared, that it was not an dJabliflmml, but a calculation founded on the ex
penditure of preceding years; that it W:lS exaggerated and Q\'erchargcd in 
almofl cvery branch. :lnd that 10 far from hav ing been regulated by the 
king, his majefty had not eYen a knuwledge of its cx if1:cllce. 

The indifcretion of the prince ill bringing [0 unconftitutional a queftion 
before parliament, contrary to the judgment of his real friends; the violence 
of hii counfellors, and p:uticularly the petulant and indecorous infinuations 
thrown out agloinit the queen· in tbe courfe of tbe debate. highly offended 
the king. antl' rendered the breach between the father and (on irreparable. 
Coldltcfs, rcferve, and diltance increafed . The princ\:! confidered himfe1f a 
fiatc prifoner in the palace of his father. pined: for a rcleafe. and feizcd the 
6rft pbufible pretence of emancipating himfdf from the controul of his 
parents. 

The royal family being at Hampton Court, the princefs of 'Vales W:1S 

fciuu with the pangs of child-birth, and the prince, without the leall: intima~ 
tion to the king and queen, hurried her away to St. James's, where !he was 
that night delivered of a princers, before the queen. or any of the officers of 
!tate, \thot fince the revolution, were accufiomcd to · be pre[ent, could ar~ 
rive. 

The prince apologized for his abll'Jpt departure to the queen. who went 
the next morning to viGt the princefs. H e obfelved. that the fuc.ldennefs 
with which his wife was fcized, rendered it necc!fary to obtain immediate af
fiftance, and that it was thought moll: prudent to return to London. where 

• Walpole baviD& in hi! fpeKh maintai nrtl 
that the parliament had no right to inferftrc: 
in the crealion. or maintenance qf a prince of 
Wales, Ind thai in tI~ care of Richard, who 
ell the death of hil fatRer, the Black Prince, 
WI anted. prince of WI~ in conkquence 
.f .~I 1ddre6 or petition from parlbmenl, that 
aaf6fft: ... in all probability 6~ by Ed. 

ward the Third: In n-ply toth!, l !Tenion. Ihe 
oppofition indecoro'ifly .Uuda! to Ihe infiUI."' ICc 
of q\Jeen Caroline over the king, and bet .,re
ference of The: d\Jk.., of Cumberland tv the 
prince of W31el , by obrnvin" , thaI JiJward 
doatc:d in hit old ag~, a ud w.u toldy govemed 
by Alice Pierce. and hilftc""'f_ rbe duke at 
Llttcafirr. 
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good affilbnce W:\! to be obtained . tItan wait till the phytici>1ns alld mid· 
\\ ives could arrive at Hampton Court, which might be too l:uc; he entrc.lt('o 
the qu(!en to expl"in to the king the motives which induced him to r\.'tlf(: 
from H:ltnpton Court. without intimating his ddign, which the hurry of hi, 
dcparturt' haJ. alone prevented j and he profdfctl alio his intention of w:titing 
Dn the king tlMt morning. The qUe'c.'n adyife<l him to llday thi:. \'ilit fUl 
;l few days, in which the prince acquielccd. H e rtpeated the fame apology 
to Sir Robert Vvalpole :Uld lord H arrington, who b",d come by the king.'''> 
command to be prdent at the birth. The king. however, W;\S not mO\l..d 

by this Jun lfication. but reColvcd to cxprc1;' his rclcntmcnt in a manner uo 
leG. public, than that in which he concti\'(~d the indIgn ity wac; ollcrtd. A 
draught of a mc:ff.1gc was accordmgly prepared by SIr R obert \VJ.lpoh:, and 
fubmitt cl.1 by him to the confideration of the lord chantcllor, Imd \V1I· 
minglon, and lord Harrington. The chanet'llor, with a. ,'H'W to fht'w grcJ.t 
tcndemel'S 10 the fituallon 01 the princeCs. and to gaIn time for COlKilJ:ltioJl, be
fore the mon aggJ:t\·.lting circumflances of the rupture werc rl!ndcroo per
nl:mcnt, and incapable of modification, by being committed to wliring, dif· 
approved the draught , and propafed another ill more foft and gentle terllls: 

" The king huh l'ommandcd me to acquaint your royal highncf., th.lt hi .. 
n1aJdly i~ moll heart ily rejoiced at the faft: ddivery of the princcf'), hut that. 
on account of certain circumftances in your royal higbncfs's beha\,iour re· 
1.aing to that t'vent. which have given hi .. maJefiy jufl offence, he think~ 
it not prOpt.'r to Cce you, with the particular reafons whereof he \\iU cauCc 
your royal highnc(~ to be acquaintcu in due time." 

Lord Wilmjn~ton> who fcldoll1 declared hnnfelf explicitly on any (ubjeCt. 
fupport.ed, however, with ulluCual w;\Inlth., the OIiginal draught j and as lord 
HMringtoll was filent, the d :mcdlor's alteration was rt,leac~l, and the ori
ginal carried, On the 3tl of A\lguf1:, It was fent to {he pri llce by Jortl Efiex, 
the lord of the bedchamber in waiting, and contained theCe words ; 

" The king has commc.ndcd me to acquaint your royal highnc[s, that his 
m~id\:y mon heartily rejoices at the r.lfc delivery of the princer~, but that 
rour carrying a.way her royal highneCs from Hampton Court, the then refi. 
denee of the king, the qUt."Cn. and the family.unu er the pains~ and certain in_ 
dications of immedia.te labour, to the imminent tlanger and hazard both of 
the princers and her child, after fuffidcnt warnings for a week. before, to have 
made the necdfary preparations for this happr event. without acquainting 
his mtlj(!ny or the queen with tLlt: circumftanccs the princeCs was·to, or giving 
them the leaO: notice of your departurt:, is looked upon by the king to he 
fllCh a deliberate inllignity, offered"to himfclf and to the: queen, that he has 

cammandl"d 
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commanded me to acquaint your royal high neE. that he refcnts it to the Clupttr .. 8. 
higheft degree." 

In Teply to this mdfage, the prince wrote a Jetter, in which, after cxprer
fing his mortification lit having difpleafed the king. he juftificd I,is conduct,. 
repeated the fame motives as he had ftated to the queen in perron, and re
queflcd permiffion to wait upon the king the next morning. This requefl 
having been rcjl'Cfed, the prince repeated, in anot her fubmiffivc letter, his 
c:l.rndl hopes of being rcflared to favour. No anfwer was returned to this 
application, but a mefiage from the king was conveyed by th~; earl of Dun
more, appointing the baptifm to be performed nn the 29th, lkclaring. that he 
fhould fc:nd the lord chancellor to l1.aruJ god.father as hi~ proxy. the queen's 
lady of the bedchamhc-T for the queen, and ucfiri ng the princers to appoint 
one of her ladies of the bedchamber to reprdcnt the uownger duehers of 
Saxe Gotha, the other god.mother. 

The prince took th is opportunity torcitcratc, both to the !..i ng :1nd queen. 
his :1pplication for p:1rdon, with increafing earncfine(s and humiliiy. His 
entrealic~. however, had no effeCt, The king adopted the violent rcfo
Iution of making :1 total fcpar:uion between hi!; family and th.1t of the 
prince, by difmiffing-Illm from his refidence in the p:1.Iacc of St. J:1mes's. In 
t aking this refolution, he was, if not confirmed, at leaft not oppofcd by the 
millifier. 

The prudence and moderation of tile chancellor raw the tbngcr of ruch 
';\ fcp;\mt\\lfI. H\)WeVeT ditagrccabk h\s intcrpofition might be, oot\, to the 
king and \V3Ipo!c, he thought it his d uty to prevent, ifpofTiblc, ruch cxt re~ 
mJtle~. ,.yith 1his view, he went over to New Par~ and had a long and in~ 
reTelling confl'rence With Sir Robert \ Valpole *. 

" H e laid it down as a principle, that in this nice :lffair, two great points 
were ah ... ':lYs to be purfued. Firft. the real aDd cffeotial lutcrell of the king 
and his family, in which the whole of the kingdom was involved j nod next, 
the fupport of that authority and re*rence, whiC"h was due to his majdly. 
That it was the duty of his mininers and fcrvant-s to endeavour to combine 
both thefe views, and in their conduct not to lofe fight of either. That he 
could not help thinking, that if there was a difpofition to it, a reconciliation. 
might be effe8ed confiftcntly with both ; but if that Ihould be f~nd im
peffible. a. total feparation mufl:. indeed be fubmitted to. However, he 
begged leave to lay before him feveral confiderations. which feemed mate~ 

• Thil confcrtnce is ginn vcrbalim, from lord Hudwkke'. inltrcftill~ narmil'e before men. 
,;.."d. 

riall 

'] 31· 

---' 

Augllfi .. 

ConferenCe" 
betwc!'n fhe 
(h.'!ItdIOl' 
::lnd \\'~I. 
pole. 



Period VI. 

"34('01 137· 

MEMOIRS OF 

rial in this great q'uefi:ion, fome whtreof dillinguifheu the cafe from that of 
the qU3~rd in the late reign, and made the preient breach more f9rmidable. 

u 1. That it ought 10 be confidcred what mfluence it would have on that 
fide of the qudl.ion, which had been once moved in parliament. and was ex~ 
pcCt.cd to he brought there again. viz. the prince':) demand of a Jarger aJ~ 
Jow.mee, alld this upon different fuppofitions. It appeared to him~ that 
if the king Ihould be finally in the right, and the prince continue, as he was. 
l:crtainly llt tirft, on the affair of the departure, in the wrong, it would 
firengthcn the king a'> to that qucftion; for nobody could, with any flu\dow 
of reafon, maintain that the king could with decency be addrcffed [0 in
creafe his fon's allowance, while he was ftanding out in defiance. But on 
the otht!r hand, it rouf\: be attcnued to. that this offence was fuch :15 tn ad
mit of a fati!>fatlion between a father and a [on; and if the world fil(luld 
think the prince had made a proper [ubmiffioll, and yet the king turn him 
out of rloor~, if would ftrengthen Ij,(, prinLc in his demand i fioce it might 
then he faid, that the king had caufcJcfsly ohliged hinl to lin.: by himfclf. 
with an increafc of family. at a great expence. He added. that it mull be 
expected that even thore wh o leafl. wilhcd a reconciliation, would ad\·ifc him 
to male fuch a fubmifiion, when they wcrc fure it could not, or would not, 
be accepted. 

II 2. That in the next plac(", the lituation and circumlrances of the royal 
family defc-rved tile greateft attention. In the late reign, the difference con
cerned only the king and prince; there were no other children to be affected 
by it. The moment the breath was out of the late king's body, it was at :m 
end as to the royal family, though particular [ubjett~ might feel its effcCt. 'i. 
That nOw the cafe was far different. A queen confort, the duke and fOPT 

princelli::~, not to include the princefs of Orange, mua. necetfarily be. to a. 
degree, involved in it. If the prince fhoul<.1 turvive his futher, he muft~ 
and by the courfe of Jaw and nature. ought to reign, AU thefe will be more 
or lefs in his power. The queen p<XIibly Ie.1ft of aU is i but how far the 
honey~Oloon of a new reign ms.y carry men as to her large jointure. no one 
can ferefee. The others abfolotely. Yet thefe muft now, as they juftJy de
ferve, live at court in the fun ·Oline of the king and queen's favour, the 
prince beiJ?B excluded. This will naturally br-eed an alienat'ion of affection, 
great envying antI much ill blood, which may break out into fatal confe
quenccs . when the prince (hall find himfelf their fovereign. Add to this, 
that it is not probable that any fetdement will ever be obtained from the 
psrliament to make cadets of the royal family , independant of any pc'rfon who 
ihall wear the crown. 
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• Q 3- He next confidered the cl1ft of the prince':; children: Either the king C4Ipwt4':"" 
muit. take the cuitody ~f them, or leave them with hi~ royathighnefs. If he I .'),1. , 
lhould take them, having a. favourite: younger (on, and feveral daughters, S.:esJ 
juJUy dear to him, what jealoufies and fufpicions may not arife in cafe of 
accidents. MaJ.icc may even fuggen what was once believed in France. of 
the late duke of Orleans. If the king OlOuJd fuffer thefe branches of the 
Joyal family to remain with the prince, will it not greatl}' weakenothe fORner. 
and ftrengtbc.n the latter? ADd at length, they will be bred up under tbc 
ame influence which is now objeCted to their father. 

I{ 4. As to the adminift.ra.tion, what an inundation of penfions did the 
breach in the late reign produce! \Vhat a weight did that bring on my lord 
SunJerland's miniftry! And it fhould be contidercd whether even that 
miferable ~xpedient will bq found pralticable under this king. The prefent 
demands of manlcind will tile on one fide in proportion as ~['C3tet hopes are 
hdd out on the other. It put lord Sunderland 00 Jlroog meafures to fecure 
bimfelf. which yet he could not carry. \Vitncfs the peerage bill, wherein 
were fevera! proviliorts tempting to the Whigs, and yet they rejeCted it. 

" S. It will make a coalition between the 'Whigs defpetate and impoffible. 
Before this, the:: Whigs in oppofition wanted a head, became liabJe to rhe dif. 
a.greeable imputation of conftantly aCting \\'itb the Jacobites ; had no pro
fpet\: of ever coming into any lliare of power, but by reuniting with their old 
friends. They will now find a head in the prince.lllld be, being the immediate 
fuccelfor in the proteftant line. will be an irrefragable :lI1[wer to the reproach 
of Jacobitifm. Befides, the 'Whigs, as a party, will, in goocJ policy. not willi 
fuch a coalitiOll, unlefs it could be accompanied with a reconciliation be~ 
tween the father and fan, left it lhould throw the fuccelfOl: wboUy ioro the 
bands of the Tories, and make their cauk defperate when be comes to take 
polfeHion j whereas, by ha .. ;ng one fet of Whigs in the prince's favour, tile 
p~ty will have a fair chance to be prtCerved from ruin when that event ~ 
arnve. 

'\ 6. IAftly, it muft not be forgot. that jf the king O:.ould carry hi! rcfellt .. 
ment fo far as to reDlOve b~ fon out of his palace, it will be necdli.ry that 
fome account of a tranfad:ion of this high nature in the royal ~nlilJ, Rwuld 
bt iWen to foreign courts. This meaCure was taken in the late reign. If 
the prince !houle! 101 l«lgth fully [ubroit himli:lf to hi, falher. aod do that 
which the world fhaJl jodge a complete fatLsfalt:iOA for the late oifence. w~t 
_fo .. CIIl ~.ly b ... Oig-' to juftify fuob • coodua? He wpuld Dot lOy 
that .teafons might not be fuggefted, from a feries of conduCt ofFen.6ve UId 
J"'Ovoking in many otLet refpcfu I but wh<n <i""e thofe come to h< cooUy 

VOL. !. 3 Z CJPImioed, 



MEMOIRS OF 

ex.",i«ed, he fuipeaed whether they would he found fud>, u it ""uld bO' 
extremely difficUlt. if not impoffible, publicly to avow and explain." 

"'The rninifl.er allowed all thefe to be confid t-rations of great weighty without 
attempting to take off their force, except a$ to that of the prince's children .. 
who, he faid, wt"re inlended to be left with their parents. whitft of tenda' 
age, only for nurture. The grt:lt point on which he laid his fire(~y was thar
Ihe king hid now an advantage, by the prince having put himfelf fa muca 
in the: wrong. \\hich ought not to be parted wi th . That he was apprehen ... 
five there roua be a tol31 brea.ch before there could be a complete reconci
liation i and to make up the panicular difference about carrying away the 
princcE. from Hampton Court, wifhout the grand point, would not be fo. 
much ItS !k.inning: Ol 'er th~ fQre, which would infallibly break out a.g:Jio. 
wone than f:Vl r . That it was impoffible to reconcile the whole without 
mouey. and that could not now bl!. obtained ; Heither was it fit '0 ad vife the 
king to make luch 3n :l.dV3Ilce. until hi <; fan. by proper atl:s of fubmiffiorr. 
and declared a,1terali<.<n of condutt, illould pu t himCelf in a condition to d~ 
{Crve it , 

U AJ to the (ubmiffion already m.uJe, he enlarged much on the ctrc:nfive 
behaviour to the quet"n; and in particular, obje8:ed that, although the kin~ 
in his meffage had charged the fltl lo be a Itit" indig"ilJ to liimjelf and 10 Ihe 
fllw1, the prince had not jn any of his letters a1ked her pardon, or fo mucb 
as made'&Jl excufe to her majefry fOr what he had done." 

- Hereupon. the chanceUor took occaftOn to obferve, that this was ma
l'IudUy the gs.mc of thore adVUCfS of the pIince, who intended to prevent a 
reconciliation; and as this laO: was their point, they could not play their 
eards bcttter. That confequently the mo£\: effeaual method of dirappointiog 
it muft be the bed! play on the other fide: and as the lJueen had great ta. 
&cots., as well as great power with the king, would not it become her wif~ 
doni to fuppRls the woman's refentment, and take the contrary part. to
that ioto which thcfe: men wifbed to drive her? That in hii opinion, if her 
majefty continued unmoved by their in ufage, &00 in- fpite of all their pro
.ocationt would EeConcile the father Mod fon, {he would endear herfelf to the 
nation more than evet'J aad make a.n abli1lutc·conqueft of all her memies IU. 
once." 

There fenlible repror .......... DOt ouly baA RO eft'«} ... the miniftc:r, but 
even ftern. to have made & COftt'arT illlpC'Cffion;. b .be faid afterwards · to 
r-. of hi. friend.. ~ The 1cm1 ·cUaoollor mode "'" • long .itit, and 
IOItecI like an ang.I on the fllbjed r1 the prince, .,.. I thQCIp;bt his 1IIgU
_ IIIIdc teo- my coll<hdioa .. _ thu IW, n whicla u.ctuced. the chan-

cdIor 
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ot:IIot to 'lament the Chortnc:fs of hum.'Ul forefigbt) 2Lnd exclaim, in the word, 
0( Virgil. 

•• Nefcia mens hominum (ati, fortifque futun, 
" Et fervare modum rebus fublata fecundis. 
U Turno tempus crit, magna cum optaverit emptum, 
" Inta.Cl:um PaJlanta et cum (polia iRa diemquc 
" Oderit .... • 

Althop,gh it cannot be denied that the cooduC\: of the prince had gi .. ·cu. 
great and deferved otfcncc to the king and queen. and thlot in particular hi~ 
behaviour to the queen had been highly difrefpcdful. yet it cannot at the 
fame time be. fufficiently lamented, that the minifl:er involved in the interefis 
of party, tllC feuds of the royal family. He confidered the ftruggle as much 
between hirnfeJf and oppofition, as between the king and prince, and 
knowing the prince's averuon to his min.ifhy, viewed a cordial reconciliation 
as tending to his removal. 

Under there impreffions he had drawn tIP, by order of the king. the fub· 
fiance of a meffage to be delivered to the prince, ordering him to remove 
from the palace of St. James; and he communicated it confidentially to 
the lord chancellor. the duke of Ncwca{lIc, llnd Pelham, for their opi. 
nion, before it fhould be fubmittcd to the whole council. He produced 
two letters, rent by the prince to tbe king and qu~n after the chriftening J 
and acquainted them, that the king was not f3.tisfied with the fubmiffion 
made by his fon. That with regard to the king himfdf, tlley were mere 
words, and calculated to be otfenfive and provokin!3 to the queen. That 
none of the letters contained any .:Ufurance of :I. change of condud:, or of 
i\Ct:ing in rubordination to his father's will for the future. That he .,'3,S eR

Tirely under the influence and direction of perfons whom the king had 
thought fit ' to remove from his councils and femce, and who were in a de
termined oppoGiion to all his me3fures; and that lord Chefterfield and lord 
Carteret were known to be with him in pri\'3te every d3Y, and were ailed 
into his claret a.fter the levee, as regubrly as the kingts miniA:ers \'l'tf'e called 
into .bis. He recapitulated many particulars, to Ih-ew that the prince h:ld 

• " 0 ritortIl.\ blind In [ate, who flU'ft kno • 
.. To beat1lighftrtune, (II' enuUff tile lolV! 
.. The time iwtU ~Illt. when Turnus., but in vail" 
tI Shall wlih tlnlouch'd the tropl,ie, of tbe l\.,;n. 
tI ShIIIl Wllb the f:u:1I btll \I crt fur ;l\l'~Y' 
U Atld. (tUft the tlirt "mnnbnnC't' (If I1itlday.'· 
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avowedly ret himrelf at the head of a faCtion in oppofition to the ling. and 
that theft: letters werc uncJerflood by the king to proceed from their ditU.tes, 
and intended on I)' \0 amu[e and deceive him. That things being in th~ 
fitui\tiol1, the king had refolved not to permit his fon to rdide any longer in 
Ili s p:thcc. bu t to lend an order for his departure, with his whole family, as 
[ OOll a~ it coultl be dr)ne without pn:judi,.:e or inconvenience to the princefs, 
~ncJ hall commanded him [0 prepare a draugbt of a mdfage for that pur
pore; whlcb he thcn read. 
. The ch:mcdlor and his friends ha\ ingcxpreflcd lheir concern. and delivered 
thdr opin ion, that fueh a metfagc fhould be ,l\oicJed if paffible .. canfillently 
u ith the l..ing's hOllour; the. mimficr rcplic:d, that fuch was the king's final re
folution. Jt was then propo(cd, t hat a tncfiage fllould be fent to the prince, 
acquainting him wirh the kind of fubmitlioll which was required of him, and 
the 'l.ltcr:\lion~ in his cnnduct which the ~ing, e~pca.eU as the terms of the 
reconcihat ioll. But the propo(al was rCJc8:.ed by Sir Robert Walpole, as 
likely to beget mutual alt ercations. and produce a paper war between the 
king and his fa n, 'A hich wuuld be attended with nil! more fatal con[cquences 
than taking itfoort at firJl"'. 

The draught of the meffage was then taken into confideration. It was 
couched in very harth and improper tenns, and contained indecorous re
fiettions~ inconfiftent with the dignity of the crown, and the nation of the 
difputants. A paragraph towards the condufiol1, expreff'cd a fevere reproach 
on ptrJons in generol reforting to the prince, who did not pay their court to 
the king. but oppofc:d. his meafures, called thtm a FACTION, with other 
fttong and harlli words. To all there, the chancellor objected, as a ftyle 
improper between princes, and indecent from the king to his fon. He 
thought, if a mea-age of this nature mua go. it fhould be ihong, bllt full of 
decorum. Sir Robert Walpole declared his opinion, that, as the prince had 
plainly fet himfelf at the head of the·oppofitioD, it was right, to carry the 
war into the cqemy's country. And as they attacked the king through the 
fides of his minifiers, to return it by falling on the prince's advifers. To 
this the chancellor replied, that, as to fuch advifcrs as fomented this fatal 
divifion l.Q fhe royal family. the harlheft words which language could furni1h 
were not too much; but his objeCtion was, that, as the draught then nood~ 
it compcifed more, and might ellteDd to aU that came to the prince. who 
happtned to differ &om the king's miaiften in parliament, .... od did not (4)me 
to court. Tru.t thiJ would include rome perf... of the 6rft quality and 
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clUte. in tbe kingdom, befides great numbers of others who were only mi(- Chapter 4oa. 
guided t and as it was probable this paper might ooe time or other be laid 1731. 
before the parliament, it might give rife to very difagreeaLle debates and l~ __ ;". ___ ~' 

queftions there. The duke of Newcaftle and M" Pelham acceded to his 
opinion; whereupon moil of thofc expreffions and epithets were at length 
firuck Qut, and that remarkable paragraph entirely changed and confined to 
the adviftrs of the prince, who fomenlt!d Ihe divifton in II" royall"mily. olld 
tht:rtpy weolwud the commvn inurdJ of /111: wh(}/e. 

On the 9th of September, this meffage was laid before the lords of the 
cabinet council who were not abfent from London - . 

Sir Robert Walpole acquainted thtm with the fevcr:1l caufes of the 
king's difpJea[ure againft the prince i he faid, thaI for thefe reafons the 
king was of opinion that die fumiJies fhould be feparated, and dcfired their 
advice on the method of doing it. that he had, by the k.ing's order. 
and with his. approbation. prepared the draught of a meffage to tho 
prince, which he lhould now (ubmit to their conGderation. He at tho 
fame time intimated, that the king thought the £lyle of the draughtfuli 
gttfllt enough. He then read the letters whkh had paired. between the 
pl;nce on one-hand. and the king and queen on the other j and direCted 
them to obfervc the difference between the narrative of the fact: contained 
in the £l[ft Je~er to the king, and the accounts which he gave to the queen, 
as well as to lord Harrington and bimfelf. the morning ,after the labour, 
which hill. he read from fame minute! to which lord Harrington had agreed. 
H e obferved. with great emphafis, that thele letters were. fpecious empty 
words, without any afful"3nces or alteration of condu8:, and laid great !trees 
on the 'w.riations between the letters. to the king, and thofe to the queen, 
and particularly requefi~ them to remark,. that in the letter to the queen, the 
words, JOllr majljly, were never ufed, but only madame ~d VOI(1. He theA 
read the draught of the meff"age. . 

The lords fufficiently tefti£led their concern, by their-Joob and u2JtRions. 
They underftood this to be • communication of the king's det&mined 
refolution, which was not to be changelJ ~ They agreed that be was un ... 
doubtedly maJler in his own family, and as he had been highly offended, .h<=,. 

• Prefent. Archbithop of CanterbUry 
(Potter) - Lord .cu;dlot- Lord Godni. 
!'hin (kltd privy foal)-Dukc ot OtlJton 
(Jord chambullio)-I>u.U ofRiclamond (maC. 
~ of the bocfe)-Duk.e of New-came-Rarl 
Jl tembrU.c (pnom of the ftole)-Eul of 

liay-Lord Hartinilon-Sir :a.o.n W,,~ 
pole-Sir Charles Wager. 

"Abrent, Lord prwfidenl (in S'cIlTu)-EarI 
of Scarbro' (ill Yorkfbire, and IW'( fllfliciently 
fttOyered to atteftd buliBrl1)-Duke of De
YOJlthil'C! (iu mland)_Ouke of i)Qrfd (al N •• 
ruur)-Dukc of Argyle (ill O.afordlhitt...) 
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was to judge wMther he would forgive or refent. They confidered tha 
their advice was only required a.s to the muluu{, not the ~afllrt, and. there. 
fore proceeded to take the draught into confidera.tion. A few e~ceptionl 
wert' made to the terms. Two were made by tbe lord chanceUor, the firft 
to Ihe words, I ca"'IIJ1 fiiff" m)ftlj 10 Ie iIHpDfoJ flpM by Ilwn, as too harOl, 
;tnd not adequate to tile lIignity of the perfonages concerned, he propofed to 
Infcrt, J canNol, COflji}ltfl'!y will, nly OWn hrJllour a"d tJllthority, [uffer them 10 hllVt 
(my 7.tJtight willi me. But this alteration was not adopted. The fecond ob
JeCtion W:lS to tho word rt1tdn/uo1(s~ as too low and coane; and as all the 
jords concurred in the fame opinion, it was omitted, and. the word r10rl fuf
fered to ftand alone. In the place of, ,"all jltl1/J NIl refide in ., palau, in
ferted at the propofal of the :lrchbifhop, lord GDdolphin oftered, I think 
it "ot fit thol )'00 flould rt./iJt in my po/are; an alteration which was approved 
by the chanceJior, as exptt:ffive of the king's opinfun, and properly in
troduttivc of the fubfequent command to leave St. Jame~'5. This was re
jected on the obfen'ation of Sir Rdbert Walpole, that thofe words could not 
be conliclered as fuffici.cntly firong. 

After making .. few other ,"erbal alterations of little 'Confequencc, the 
meflage was agreed to, and fubmitted to the final approbation of the 
king -. 

The manner of fending it to the prince was propofed to bOo by Ii meffage 
f~ed by thC'~ing at the top, with hil name at length, and with the two 
6rft idters at the bottom, after the form of inftruCtiool; and that an order, 
figned by hi, maje{h<, 4l,ould be deliv<,ed t. the perfan' who JhouJd be 
charged with currying it, r«:iring the metfage -in tbe vl!ry words, and com
n1anding them to read it to, and leave it with his royal highners. It was 
alCo agreed. that copies of this -meffuge (boakl lx privately delivered to the 
ben.1 foreign mjnift~rs in Englan4, and other copies fent to the ling's 
miniClcrs reliding abroad, as ;tJpuiesJalli, or narrntive of the .k.ing's reafoos 
for thi!p'Oceeding wlt'b his fOil. ! -

Other particulars were mentioned, and it ceemed to be the general fenfe 
of the lords that they fhould be rtguialcd in. like nllnner as upon the 
1'parntiOIl in the late reign; but it was t'hought proper -to ltMve them to 
the pe:rfonal dirmion of the .king himfelf, without offering nny particula.r ad~ 
\lice thereupdl'l. On Sllturday;"September 10th, this me4'., 6gi1ed as be. 
fore mentioned, \Va.~ fent to tbe pri'nct by the duke ofGcafton, duke. «Rich .. 
1'l\Ond, and earl of Pembroke, woo had a figned otder. as above defCribcd. for 
.their juftitic:Uiou. C 
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" The profeffions you have lately made in your ktters, cf yoW" particular 
tl:gard to me, are fa contradiltory to all your a8:ions, that] caanot; [utler 
myfelf to be impofc:d llpon by them. You know very well, you did not 
give the Jeaft intimation to me, or to the queen, that the princers was with 
child, or breeding, until within Icfs than a month of the birth of the young 
princers : you removed the princers twice in the w~k immediately preceding 
the day of her dellv~ry. from the place of my rclidence. in expeaation, as 
)'OU llave voluntanty declared, of her !:tbour; and both times, llpon your 
rdurn. you induftriouflyconcealed from th e knowledge of me and the queen. 
every circu01fiance relating to this important affair: and you at laO:, with
out giving any notice to me, or to the queen, pn:cipitately l1Urried the: 
l'rinccIs from Hampton Court, in a condition not to be named. Af(er 
having thus, jn t: :x:ecution of your own dcterminc.>d nlu[ures, expofed bOlh 
the princcfs and her thild to the greateR: peril .. , you now plead (urprifc, and 
tenderl1c[s for the princc:fs, :lS the only motives that 'occafioncd thefe repeated 
iudignities offered to m~. and to the queen ybur mother. 

543 
Chapter 4fr; ,,,,. 
'-v-J> 
The prince: 
ordncd t9 
qll it St. 
J ~mn·s.. 

" This extravagallt and undutiful behav ioltJf, in fo cifential a point' as the 
birtb of an beir to m)' crown" is fuch an evidence of your premeditated de
fiance of me, and fuch a (olltempt of my authoritf, and of the natural right 
belonging to your parents, as cannot be excufed by the pretended innocence ' . 
Qf your intention,. nOf paUi3.1ed or difguifed by fpecious words only. I 

U But the whole tenour of your cond ua, for aconfiderablc time. has been 
fa entirely void of all real duty to me, that 1 have long hac.J rufon to be highly 
offended \\-ith you. 

f( And unt il you withdraw your regard 3.nd confidence from thofe by whofe 
advice you are dire400 and encouraged jn your unwarrantable behaviour to · 
me and to. the queen, and until you n:turn to your duty. you !hall not re
fide ill my poU.acc, which] will not fuffer to be ptade the refort of them. 
who, under the appearance of ;10. attdchment to you, foment the divifion 
which you h;1ve made in my family, an.d thereby weaken lhe common in
tertil: of the whole. In this fituation ] will receive no reply; but when 
your a6ion, manifeft ajutl renfe of your duty ami fubmiffiou, thol ma}, in
duce me. to pardon, what at pref(nt I moll: juilly refent •. 

" In. the mean time,. it is my pleafwe that you leave 81. James's, . with alL 
your (am»y,. when it .can be done without prejUdice or incorttenience to , 
the p.t.'incefs. I !baJI.for the prtfent le:lVe to the princers the care of my, 
pand-daughter, until a proper time cal~ upon me to confider of her edu
cation." 

All fartber applicatloD from the prince being ineffeCl:u.ll. he retired from 

• the . 
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P~riod VT. the palace, to Norfolk-haufe, to St. James's Square, wbere he took up his 
In~,IO'7 37. 'fefidel'¥:c • .and his houfe became t·he centre of political oppofition. The 
'- -- 'king lV..:cordingly iffued an order, forbidding aU perfons who paid their 
J'~b ~7. .court to the prince and princefs of\Vak:s, from being admitted .i.noo his pre
' ]J8. fence at any of the royal p:lIaces. 

Allger 01 the 
prineC'. 

:Rcviewof 
" 'a!poie's 

-c:oad ud.. 

AU the correfpondcnce which palTcd between the king, queen, and the 
prince, 'On th;5 unfortunate occafion, was, publilhed. uy ~he authority of the 
court, and difl:ributed to each of the foreign minifters /ift England. and to 
the Britifh embaffadors abroad'. 

As the mctrage delivered on the 10th of September, contained many re
flections on the prince, which no man of honour could forgive· J tbe mea
fure tended {till farther to irritate bim, and to fupply an excu[e for his rc· 
fentment to the king, and his deteftation of the minifter, who Incurred the 
principal blame in this whole tmnfaCtion. and was accufed of fomenting the 
mifunderfianding, La ferve his own finicter pUlporeS. The prince gave credit 
to there imput:ltions. WalpQle was held out as the man who having fo 
often, nay, fo conftantJy facri6ced the national intcre1l: to his avarice, his am
hit ion. al)d his fears, had now facri6ced to hjs p:1ffions the peace of ll is 
maftei's fainily, and taken that opportunity to make him declare a profcrip. 
tion to all tl\Ore "roo oppofed the minifter t . 

In reviewing the condua of 'Valpo~e in this delic:Lte tranfafrion, he cannot 
be .wholly exempted from blame; nor is it eafy to afcertain in what degree he 
was culpable. He had, on former occalions, eamefiJy laboured to reconciJr
the father and fon, and had infufed into the king a fpuit of moderation 
:uld forbearance. This cafe WIU atteAded wi&. peculiar difficulties, which c-an 
never br- fully aptiftciated. Lord ch .. nce1lor Hardwicke himfelf fays, "Sir 
c. Robert Walpole informed me of certain paffages between the king and him
.. (df, and between the queen and the prince, of too high and ft!Cret a nature, 
"'. even to be trufied to this narrativ~; but from thence, I found great rea
Ie fon to think that tilis unhappy difference between the ling and queen, and 
n his.royal highnefs, turned upon fome points.of a Klore interdHng and im
.. , portant nature, than have hitherto appea.red t." 

It is, howcver,juftly remarked by the flUne c,ndid obferver, that thofe who 
attempted to reconcile the breach, VtGte not liltened to on either tide. On the 
put of the prince, thofe who Wanted to fet him at their head,' againft his 
father's me-afUTes, feemed to have it in view to write futh leiten to the 
king as might r~ wcll when publilhed to tbe world, be taU" for • fub. 

• OpinlODl of the: duc:.be6 of Marlbo
... !If>. 

t Lord. Bolingbtoke to Sir William Wylld • 
ham. Com(pondcact. 

: Lord. Hai4.wkke'. NlI"hove. 
mimon 
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mimen, and at the [arne tim: effectually prc\'cnt that [iOm \.J":Ill~ an:eptcJ, 
by provol-ing the queen, and thereby cut off the I.h,mcc of m~lll. ll i'lII. and 
fhut the only door through which any reconc iliation could en ter. On the 
other {i(k, Sir Robert \VaJpoJe fcemcu to think, that they had U\I\\" .In ad
Yt1!1T:tgc ovt'r thl! prince which ought Ilot ,.be parted wi lh. :\IlIJ that it 
wvuld be better for the adminiftrallon to have a total :md tlcdal'fi..l fepa
ration , than that t hings Jhoukl remain in the prec:uiou5 ltatc in which they 
then flood - , 

In the cou rfe of this unfortunate tranfaCtion, the Ilrincc g<U'C " gns of high 
fpirit and extreme fenfibiJity j a {hiking infl:ance of which is rccorucd by 
lord chancellor H:mJwickt." . which I {hall rdate in his own words t . 1\ On 
the fourth of Augufi, the day of proruguing the p:lrliamcnt, I went 10 
St . Jamc~'s in my way to W dlminfler. in order to enyuirc after the health 
of the princ..:(s of Wales, and the new born prince/so After I had performed 
that ceremony, I went away, and was overtaken :1 t the further end of Pall
m all, by one af the- prince's footmen, with a melfagc that his royal highnefs 
dcfin:d to fj>eak with me. 

U Being returned. I was carried into the nurfery, whither the prince came: 
immcdi:ttdy out of the princcfs's bedchamber, and turned :1l1 the women 
out of tbe room. H aving [aid many civil things. and made me: fit UOWIl. 

he Jll ewed me a mefiage which be had received the day before from the 
king, which he [aid, he prefumed I, being of the cabinet , muf1: have feen 
before, \Vi t hout flaying for an anlwer, he mauc :1 long apoJo~,}' fo r his 
conduCl.. mucll to the effdt of his firfllctt cr to t he king. wir" thi '> ,.Ilklil iun , 
thnt if rheeking,. who was apt fometime!> to be- pretty qllick . fllould h :lV~ 
obJccted to her going to Leniton, and an altercation Ihould h,m: ar&ll. 
what a condi tion would the poor pri"nccfs have been in? HI.:' then laid. Itt' 
would read me Iwo letters he had written, the one to the king. ant! Ihe 
other to the queen; whereu pon I afked him whether t1wy had heen lent , for 
if they had not, I was determi ned :n my own mind not to h:we Iccn or 
heard tilt:m rea.d . He anfwcrcd , they were lent the day before by my lord 
J erfey. and then rcad t hem. H e atked me whl.t 1 thought of them; at 
which I bowed, and fl.id npI li ing, He:: wcnr on, t111.t upon l hole Itller, the 
king fent word he would not fee h im j but he did no t think fit to let it rell: 
there <;Hl his part, and had fent another letter by lo rd Carndrvon that mom-
109, which he read, and atkcd me, if it was nOl ,"cry rc(pdl:(u] ; to this J 

• Lord Hardwicke'~ Narrative. 1 Jbid. 

anfwcl cd~ 
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Lord Hard_ 
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anrwered. very rcfptllful; and iAdccu. it was a mucli more propel" let ter th:l.r1 
the former. 

U I then pro~cedcd to tell his .!'Oyal highnefs, that J had heard nothing of 
this unhnppy afrolir, till my going to H alllpton Court on the Tuo.:fd:lY br.:fon.'. 
to congratulate the king andtRuecn on til t birth of the ir grand-daughtcr. 
That J t hen found th eir majdlic!:o higbly oficndcd with what had paffcd, and 
] fill uld be unJllft to his rO) :11 highnefs, if 1 concealed from him, that , from 
the nrcumfbnccs plend;ng and lcCOmpall)ing the carrying aW:lY tilC prin
ccf~" they untk'dlooo it to proceed from a ddiiler:1.te intention to take lh.:! t 
part without tileir privity. 1 3dded, that incidl!lllS of thi~ natur~ p,a\c the 
deepeft com"ern and J.fl.liaion to enry one wlLo wilh t!d wdl to the whole TO) a.l 
fa.mi ly , and to none more than myfclf. That evcry o("(afion of that kind 
ougl,t to bc n:moYt.'d j for that 1111;0 11 ill the royal [ami l" was moll. dlcmial 
to the true inludl and prerervJ.lioll of it. Th.ll the lOlltrary g:wc the mull. 
furmitlab ic ad\"alltJ.bl"~ to tl, .:ir ~I lcllli~ '> i v.h'-=l"c..L!. nlltllLllg t ould hurt any 
hrandlol it v.l.t'n UJllil:CI. That I iJOpld J II~ royal higLnrl ~ would lhew 
JudI a lubllliUif'll al\{l dutiful behaviour tQ Ihc k.ing hi~ f.lthcr in tlw pre
f~ntjunclure. as would tend to bling ahou t Ih i!> union, amlth:lt 1 "as IU le 
it would be the zt:J.lol1!, cm]c3\'our of the king\.. [c:rV:IO IS, :lUU in p"rti LuJar 

of Dlyfcl f. to do e\'cry thillg that might f.lcilitate it. 
" He anfwereJ , my lord, ( doll' r doubl JVou i/l rIle /eo../; , ffJr I bdlt'1)1! .1"()U 

10 /)( a v/.,.)' hOllrjl mew ; ami as I was riling up, embr.lced mc, offering to 

kifs me: 1 infiantly kneeled down, ant! k.ificd his h:ln~J whereuJlon he
rniftd me up and kifli. .. d my check. The feene had fomet~jng in it moving; 
and my heart was full of the mcl:mchgJy profpcCl: that I thoughla, lay before 
me, whit h m:tdc me almon: burft into tcars. ~TJ~c prin.:e oblen 'cu thi s, and 
:lJlpcarLd lllo\Ld hilll /d l~ ;10<.1 {:tid, It! Uljil dOlt"1I /11\' /0/(1, a h"le, ,1IId rfl!)//I!// 

();:,fth 'c!, fh,'1 "i:"e mf 111I~V 11111 ::0 (l/III/'!, ,_ Svon afttr \dw.:h , J took Ill}' le;1v<:,. 
and W("lll dirc~-11y to thl! h()uj~ ollun.b." 
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CHAPTER THE FORTY-NINTH, 

1737· 

I1/,j(fs-Fortill!dt-tIIu/ D,'nlH of QIII!I!U Cm o/iJu·.-l'irlll':L-Gri,f of ihe Killg. 
-Ajfilc?irm of Sir /{(Jbl'J! Willpulc. 

I SH ALL dOle the tranr:.tB ions of the Tear Ii 37, with the illnefs uou. 
death of queen C:uu\inc, an event higbly difaftrous to the country, \ 0 

t ile king, am.! to Sir Robert ' Valpolc. This illuft.rinus anu ami:lble woman, 
had been for fome lime in a t.lcclining {hue of health. The diforder under 
which !he had laboured, anti whit.:h occafionerJ her death , was a rupture, 
which, f\"Om m.oti,,·e~ of udicolc),. (he had conullunicatcd only to the miflrefs of 
the robes, her favourite Jauy Sundon : fhe was e"'cn fo imprudent as to conceal. 
the Qute (If her illncls from the IJledic.u men who were called in to her relief. 
T his Elifc ddicacy. which was incompatible with her u[ual ma)!;nanimitr, wa ... 
the c:\t\le of her death . For the medicines which were ;,dmini[tefcd , and 
t hl! ml!thoJ ~ takt"ll, were diamctriclllr oppofire to thofe \\hid l would h,IXC 

• been adopt ed, had her ditordcr been known . J lltlging from I he i\'mplo1115. 
:wd from hcr own dt:c!ar:nions, the phyficj,ms treated it :lS a gou t in lll'f 
nomad!, :u,d aJminill ':n:d flrong, con..liJ.b, whith ng..,!:; ra\·<\l!..:d til l! lnJl:ldr, 
' ''hen the danger becJ.ll1c fa illll11iut"llt as to render t lK cOI1('<.!alrnrl1t im
pamble, it was too late, She fubmincd in vain to the mlJIl painful ope· 
ution,>, alHltiIe furge-on who performed them deciart"u, th:.H if) lC h:u.l heen 
acqu:linkd with her real fituatioll hXO d:ly~ fooncr, her rilccdy r Clll\l'l) would 
ha\"e bee:1 the cOlllcqucncc *". 

Ahhou;?h r:l.cked with l':~ trcmc l~ony. almon without inrcrmifTiull. durin?, 
twelve days :Uld nigllts, (lI e hore her (llftcrjng~ not onl~ with i ,.I!!("IKC ami 
refign3tioll, but alntoft without a Groan. mainrain\ilg, to tl,c I,lit m'Ullent of 
her diflolution, [ert'nity, t.:mper. lligni.'J, grcatncf'> of fqul, ami an unaffcfll.'d 
fuhmiITion...so the ways uf Pro\'idcrllt. In all tbis mcl:lnclloly rcene, nu: be
haved with ruch invariahle courtcfy to evcry one ahout h(;r, that one of t he 
ph),ficians oblervcd, h(~ had never met with :l. limibr inibncc in the whole 

.. Ltttet ttom Charlcs Ford to SwiEr, November 2-Z, 111i. Swirl's WurJ.s . 

... A 2. cour[c 
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COUMe of hts pmCi:ice. She repeatedly exprcffoo to hel' attendants, her 
grattful ·fcnfe of the-ir laborious watching-;, and Jillingui(hl!.d each of them 
with appropriate marks of r{"garS. . 

She recommended ber (er\':lnr ~ , in the mofi. affdling and f61emn manner, 
t n the !.. ing' s f.l \"our :lnll protcC1.ion; l:xlcnd l d h1:r COIlCl.:rn tu the lowelt 
of Ihem, and was cqu.llly "arm in her folicitud t: (or their welfare; rccoullting 
t o him the faithfuillcr~ of thcl r refpctl:ivc fc:.rvlc{' ,>. 

Tl]J~ firmn1:fs J.l1d rlfi~hJ.1 Lon were not t.be cfft:tl of inft:nlibility or floi{'al 
in<iiffcrenl:'(;, hut th:riled from the flrongcft ex('rllons of re:llim nod reli
gion. On the: feland day of her iHncfs, fhe was obferved to lhed lome 
kars, oC"cJ.fionetl either by the lownds of her fpirits, the anguifh of her fuf
ft'rjlJg~, or by tendernef~ fur the defp;)ir of her famll}'; lhe foon, however, re· 
covered from thi., debillry, and rtfmm:d her :l.ccuflomed fortitude. Appre. 
heufin: tha.t during a p:liufui opc:r:ltion. Ole haJ fo br forgotten hcrrelt as t<l 

ufe pcc"'ilh expreffiom, {be reproached hcrfelf with having flH:wn an unbe
coming impatience. 

She frequently declared that file had made it the bufinefs of her life to 
djfcharge her n:Jigious and facial duties ,; Ihe hoped God would p :t.rdon 
her mfirmities, and accept the fincerity of her endeavours, which were al
way,s intended to promote the king's honour, ami the profperityof the na
tion. She declared that Ole was a hearty well-wilber to the liberties of HIe 
people; and that if A1e had erred in any p;ut of her public conduct, it 
:).fofe from W3.nt of judgment, not from inrention. 

A little before lhe died, file [.lid to the phyficiao, n How long can this 
laft ?" and on his anfwt:ring, '" Your majefty will roon be eafed of your pain<;;" 
fhe replied , .. The (ooner th e better." She then repeated a prayer of her 
own lompofing. in whith there w:lS fuch a fl nw of nat ural eItXl uence. a~ de· 
monftrated the vigour of a gr~at and good mind. When her fpeech began 
t o faulter, and (he fcemcd expiTing, fur defi red to he raifed up in her bed. 
and fearing that nature would not hold out long enough without artifi cial 
fupports, (he caUed to have water fprink1cd on her, and a little after dcfired it 
mipht be repeated. She then, witb the greatefi compofure and prefence of 
mmd, rcqucfted her weeping relations to ,. kneel down and pray for her." 
,VhiHl: they were reading fome praills, !be exclaimed, .. pr3.y aloud, that I 
may hear;" and after the L ord's prayer was concluded, in whicb >fhe joined 
as well as Ole could. fhe raid ... So." and waving her hand. lay down and 
expired . , 

• The principiI circumltancn of her deatb, ... .mafled frolll Dr. 'Alum! Clarke', Effay to. 
~ard5 the Charader of Ql!cen CuoliAe. 

Having 
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Hlving already difcl.lffed the character of the ll l1re:l . I fi,l.U ollly add 
a few t lll.I IS I II the preceding fl... etch *" She was bidii:d wlth:1 natural iCn:nity 
a mi c31mQc!s of mind, and often exprctTl.d Jlcr thAnkfulnds to Goo, thJ.t 
J11..- h.ld given her :l. tCnllll'r which wa~ not catily ruAh=d, and which t:n:lbk·d 
h er to fUpPllrt ('vcry dillitulf),. It W.l" [rul), fliJ of her, 't :lat tbe (J.mc fvrt~ 
neG. of behaviour and command of herltdj~ that app •. ::m . .:d in the drawill2, 
rorml, went along with her into. her private apartment~ , gladJcllcd every botly 
Ih,lt wa~ abou L her perron, accompanied her as well in the gil' and cheerful 
j~.,d{JO" 1.)[ lilt , .'!o under the mofl trying cin:umfranccs, :mtl (hd not fail her 
I.. \ en in the hour of dcat h itCelf. 

One part oCher cantluA, v. hid) reficc1s the highcfl honour OI1II1:r memory. 
;Wal> her maternal attcnt}(}11 to her chiklre:n , and particularly to her d':lUgliter·. 
She fupcrintendctl their education, directed Iheir behaviour, formc:d their 
Lllanners, and tempered her reproofs with a. mixlure of proper fevcrit Y ilnd 
kjndncf~ , which rentlercu her equally bclo\'Cd and refpetl:ed. 

The enemies of queen Caroline, h:lvC rcprefented her 3ft being of an unfor
giving temper, and even reproached her with a Y":lnt of maternal affl.:ction. 
It was Cuggeaetl, that {he fomented the mifundcrflanding I::ktween the king 
and the prince of\Val~, but on the contrary, /be exerted her utmofi: influence 
to abate the petulance of the fon, and the irritability of the f:uher. Once in 
particular, when an attion of the prince had betn reprdcnteu. 10 the king 
with malicious aggravation, the q~en defelrded her fon, and good naturedly 
obferw:u," Ce n'di qu' une indifcretionde page;" 'Tis nothing but a you lh
ful frolic t. The tongue of flander has even reproached her with. maintain
ing her implacability to the honr of death, and refufing her pardon to the 
prince. who had humbly requeftcd to receive her hleffiug. To this imputa
tion , Che1'terfield alludes in a copy of verfes, circulated at the time: 

" And unforgiving, unforgjven dies." 

Pope alCo has configned to pofterity this afr:rfi.an, in terms of 
irony: 

" Or teach the melancholy mufe to mourn, 
Hang the fad verCe on CAROLINA'S urn, 
And hail her pafi"agt to the realms of rell, 

..All parts penonn'd, and ALL her children h/ejl t.'" 

malignant 

I .In 
• Chapter ,I. 
t From lord Orfoni. 
t See £pUogqe to the SUires, Dialogue, I. 

L 79. The CiiirUl, with & duplicity not UIl-

ulwrl to him, bas aJFeC\ed In a note: to repair 
11: ' infult .end 10 her memory, by obrerv
init that her Iafi momIntJ maaifdled the ut

,alOa ceunp lAd ~rioD. It it, hOIl'evU, 
• ju fily 
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J am happy to han it in my PO\Vt:( to TCmO\C thi~ fligma from the mCt1l0T\' 

of lhl ~ great IJrinccfs. She fent Iler hlcffing and a meflage of forgi\cnels to Ill'r 
fan, .md wid SI T R oher! W .lIpoic, that (he would have (eeo him wit h p]ca[urc. 
but" P1UU":IIl.(' lorball the inten'icw, as it mIght embarrafs and irritate the 
kins )' 

.. ITer ch:mtlcs were limited only by her revenue j though Ole. a\,\)idcd 
.tli appc.u,lOlC of ofl:entnt ion Ii) much, thal many pedons who fubfifictl by 
hl'T boullt)' . were wholly igntll':lllt of their bcnefJ.cb cf" j ;1.nd fhe wa~ fa liberal 
I bt ht'( public and Prlv.\tc lills, with the <X.cafional fUf!ls cxpcmJcd on the 
fame account, ;mlOuntt'd to Ilear apft" part of her whole income 1'." 

Her thfpufitlOll was fo humane and benevolent, tilJ.t the unfortunate in .11\ 
fitu:lti nn~ .md reli gions were [o..:curc of her protecl.ion. She paid a PlftlculJ.r 
nlll'nlluI) to thole Roman C:Hhohcs. whofe zeal in fayou r of the Pretl.nlier 
Iud l'>.pof; II them to the rigonr of the laws Several POpiOl and Jacobite 
l.tth'<;, and p:lrticularly th e dtlclll'/~ ot Norfolk, were admitted to privatI! 
confucnu?s. Thl.:ll' rcprclcnt.l.Iion~ procured liberal fupphes of money (0 

many of the moO. mdl~cnt. In fome in(bnces, fhe even carried,her protec
tion to an impolitiC ext rCl11l.:, and in a manner which dlflrcficd Sir Robcll 
\\'.lIpolc. Archibald carl of llay, who principally managed the affd.irs of 
Scotland, h:lving been rcproat.hcd fo r permitting [0 large :l number of Jaco
bitc mCCling-houfes in Edinburgh, and in other parts of the kingdom. in open 
defiance ot the bw~, .1~ they hail not complIed with the conditions required 
i.n the aCt of toleration j lwacknowledged the faa, and exculpated hKnfdf. 
by dccl.uing that he had laid a [cherne for fuppreffing them before the nllni
fh:r, who llifcouraged his atteLllpt, byobfcrving, that their friend:. had a reoldy 
::Iclcfs to the Llueen by the back flair~, n.nd that :lll his ;lttcmpts would be 
dcfc.ltcd ~, 

jullly ohferved hy Dr, W~rton. on t!m P.1rr:1gC. ' 
that. " 110 j(Ibtle cmnment:.ry C~II torture' t!.lde 
\\ Ort!~ In mean any tllIug bill tht. nlOn poi~ .. 
nan! latcafm on ihe beh3vlour 01 this great 

perfollage to her fon on her deMh hrd," :mcl 
;adrh. that" about the faille' time, Pope wrote: 1I 

couplet 011 the fanlt fuuJ{,'et I" 

" Here liC$, wnpt up in forty thou(alll.l loweu, 
The onll proof [hat Caroline: had bowe\t;." 

T he: (' \ idcncc that Pope was thc author of thi~ 
inhlmolh quibble, which I~ p;enu·.Illy attn\.luttd 
10 Cheherhdd, L5 nol gLven by Ur WarlOn, 
Lord M;\l\~fi~ld had itlrom P'lpt himfelforlOld 
it to 'Jord OrJotd. Crom whom l,f1eceivcd it, 

with a ""nation of" f~"e:fl and tWC:llf)." in· 
!lead of " forry Ihu\1unu lowe:l~," 

• Ftom lord Orfom , 
t Ch.1ratl:er of Qyctn Caroline, p. 11. 
: BlOugh, imparted by Archib~1J dLlke: of 

Argyle. 
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A confpicuous part in the character of queen Caroline', W:l!> her great pa· 
tronage of learned men. The protection {he. afforded to the firrl: luminaries 
of the church has hceLl ilightly mentioned. She difl:inguiUlL-d ClarkI!, 
H O:HlIr. Butler, Sberlock. Seeker, and Pearce, with peculiar mark.:. of regard. 
The gr:1.cious manner in which the Iilll'ncd to recommenuations of literary 
eminence, is well difJ}lared in an anecdote relati ng to the celebrated author 
of" The Analogy bctwct:n Natural .tnt! Revealed Rt:ligion." Secker-, 
while he W:lS king's chaplain. mentioned, in (COVCrEllioo with the queen, But· 
ler, who was then fedor of Stanhope. The qUL"Cn f:lid, fhe though t he was 
deau, and ll1:1king enquiries of archbifhop Bbckburnc, if h\.' was not lkad) 
h is an(wcr was, " no madam, but he is buried." Soon afterwards, without 
[olicitation, (he appointed him clerk of hcr d artt, and he ured to :utenJ 
her ever), uay, from len:n to nine, in the afternoon. Shc a1fo eaured his 
name to be in(l!rted on the lift fora vacant bilhopric. 

Obfcurit)', di(groce, and haniJhment, were no obibcIc$ to her bounly and 
proteCi:ion. She cOllfcrr~d benefactions on Stephen Duck, who from a com
mall labourer, had raired himlelf into notice as a poet. She obtaineJ the 
paruon of Savage, who was condemned to death for .having conunrtled a 
UlurJer in a dmnken fray, in I])itc of the oppofition of his unnatural mother. 
and (upported him with an annual penfion t. Sbe {hewed her efieem for 

• Life of Sl.""ckcr. 
t " Whcn Savage was difappointcd in llis 

applic:ltlon for tl1t"" platt of poet [aureat, which 
W:l.S given to CoUt""y Cihb~r, he applied, in the 
biltenlt-r. of t!iftrtfs, boldly 10 the qu~n, that 
h;lv ing once f.iven him life, {he would ~Ilable 
l' lm to {ulIP0rt it; gild Iher~{ore puWi!hed II. 
fh ort poem on her birth.day, to which he an
nt )(cd the odd title of volunteer I;\urtat. Not 
having a friend at cuurt who wDulJ get him 
introduced, or prcfcllt him, he pul}llfhed 
111c pot"m, which w.s not ill calculated to 
firi !(e tnc qucen, The quecn rent fllr t he 
v(;de~, <l nd in II ft"w days after thc r uu1ic.a
liull , Sav~1,t" receil't'rl .a tnnk bill of fifty 
P'>llnds. and II or,ICIO\lS men.!I;e by lord N orth 
• nul Grey: That her maJdly was highly 

the 

pleafetl with the VnfC5; trot !he rook pllni~ 
cularly kind his lines rtllting to the king j 
that he h:l.d permiffion to write annually Oil 

the fame fubJta; alIt! Ihat he fiwuld yt"":l.rly 
receive the like prcfellt. lUI f()mtthin~ bettl.'r 
(whil:h was her majtJl:y's ill!elllion) could be. 
Jone (or him. After this, he was permilled to 
ptt' ft""nt olle of his anoual poems In Ihe qucrn~ 
had the: honour of kifiing ber h3nd. aud met 
wilh the moll gr,lciolls noce-plion." Juhufon's 
Ci re of Savage. , 

From thde nolY forgotten poem.~ may I he 
pcrmitttd to quote one pafl'ap,e which allud,s 
10 the bendicial confcql1cnu'" of the pacific 
<fyllell1, pltinnt"d lIy Sir Robrrt Wa!pok, and 
fupported by queen Caroliae-• 

" Here eta.fc my plaint-S~ yon enli~enjng feencs! 
Child of the fpring! Behold the bdt of queens ! 
Softnrf$llnd beauty tnfe this he:lVenly morn, 
D a\l' Il'd wifdom, .md benet/olcnce wa5 born. 
J,...y o'er a. people, in hrr influence tofe ; 
L ike rltu which fpring o'er rural nature throws. 

9 w" 
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the memOry of Milton, by conferring a prefent on his gr.lOd-daughtel. She 
obtained. the recal of lord Lanfdowlle, and of Carte, the naDjuring hino
rian. who had both been obliged to abfcond for (ufpeCt-ed principles" . 

Won.!s cannot fufficiQDtlyexpre[s the fCl1fibility and affection of George 
• the Sel:ond during her ilIncis, anu his regret for her lofs. He watched by 

her bed.fide with unabated affeCl:ion~ :md could fcarcely be pre\'aiJed on to 
t:Jke any reft. till {he expired. 
/ As foon as the firfi emotions of grief had fubfidcd, he loved to talk of 
his departed queen. recounted l1er virtues, and confitlercd how rhe wDuld 
nave aCted on occauons of difficulty. He continued the falaries of all the 
officers and nominal fl!fVants who were not taken into his own houlliold, :'In\\ 
commanded a lift. of her numcrous benef.1tlions to be Ia.id before him; [Joying 
that it was his intention, that nobody, 3S far as pomble, Olould be a fuHerer 
herodes lumfclf t . 

O!I41Cr tlcatb ht'rl, rlH" queen teflified her approbalion'"'ofSir Rohfrt Wal· 
pole's rueafures, and the bigh 'opinion Ole entertained of his capacity and rec
titude. Turning to the rninifier, who with the king was fianding by her 
bcd-fide, Jhe r.a.d to mm, 1 hope you will never deft'rt the king, but con
tinue to reeve: bim with your ufual fidelity j and pointing to the king, ale 
added, .. J recommend his majefty to you ." The king [aid nothing, and 
t·he miuifter was alarmed, left this mode of making him of more confequence 

Waf to the p('aceful pipe rdigns hi-i roar, 
And breaks his billow. on f~le dinant thOrt. 
Domenic difcord finks beneath her fmlle, 
And a.rtf. and trade, aoo plenty gl.d the: iJle. 
Lo! Indufirr furv eys, With fulled ~1"So 
His due tiwaRI, a p!t::nteous harvdl: rife! 
Nor (t:Htght by CommlTce) jo)'s ill rl,a t alone:, 
Dur fees the harvelt of a world 1m own. 
Hence thy juft p"aifr, thou mild. m~jdtic: ThnfnO' I 

Ricb river, richl'r than Pa.8:ol.1S' {trcam,! 
Than thofe rellown'd of yore. by pot:l<; roJl'd 
0'" jntermi{\g~ed purls. and fand, of gold. 
How glorious thou , when from old Ocean', urn, 
Load~ with l{ldia'J .... e.uhh, diy wavc:~ retUr/l ! 
Alive thy bank9! ahmg eacb bonIering line. 
High culrur'd bloom •• invitiot: 'tillas thine: 
And while uound ten tbouf.m\ hc:autin glow. 
Thefc mll o'cr toofc rcdoub1i.n, lul\rt-throw." 

• BiD1.faphiolltitannk •. t Cha.r.18.cr of O!!ern ~arolilll'. po 4 t • 

thu 
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than the king. might awaken jcaloufy, and be the caure of his difgl'3c • 
But there apprehenfions were unfoundt:d. 

The king was fo ;].ff,,;Cted with the qucen's death, th3t (ilr a long tillle 
afH' r that mcbncholy c,,·cnt. he could not fee Sir Robert Walpole withuut 
burfti ng into kars. About a fortnight afterwards, the k.illg fll eWc.d him an 
intercepted h.· tter, in wh ich it wa~ oblcrvcd. thar 3.~ rh l! queen WJ.S dead. 
the miniftcr would lore his tolc protector. " It is faile," f:lid he, good na
turcdly, " you remember that on her dt.:ath bl.:d the queen recommended mt 
( 0 you." 

Horace 'Walpole has rcconlcd a {hiking infiance of the king' !'; violent grief 
for thede:tth orilis (Juecn,and :lffett ion to her memory , which I will relate in 
his own words. U M r. Walpole c:\n never be able to f0rgc.:t a. melancholy 
epoch. when, .:Lhout ten days after his arrival from H dlhnd, upon the queen's 
<k.:Lth, hi !. 1ll"Jc!ly found him with the princd fcs, in their 'ap:J.rtmcnt, and 
their ro)' :1.1 hignne(Il'S immcuiately ret iring, the king, with a flood of tears 
gunling from hi ~ eye!', wllich Un.:W;111 t.:qu:d torren t frulJl thafe of hi s fAithful 
fuhj~c1 (hen prdc.:1l 1, wi .h agonies and fobs, gave a confideOlial udail ' to Mr. 
W :11po\e, of tile inimi table virtu c~ of his royal conr{1r\, that W;1S now 110 more, 
and pJ.nicubr\y willI retj)(' ..:1 tI) tile great rtlil.f and affilbncc which he found 
in her nohI,,; ami c,ti:n <i l'i")filion :md fi;ntilllmt ~. in governing fuch an hu
mOllr(oJnL' :lIld illcun{hnr ['~~()I' J e ; tll.lt her pn.:tl:llcc of mind Of"t t! 1I fupported 
h im ill t ry ing times, and llie. fwcctnef'i of her temper and prudence would 
modcr.:l.te and atruage I.is own vivacity and> rcfentment; that incidents of 
{br~ of a. roUg!l, d ifficult, and difagrecable nature, would by her previous 
confl n.:ncL'S alld concert with that able. minifter, Sir Robert \Vall)$le, be made 
fillfl\>t h. eafy. and palatable to him, but that he mufi: now lead a helplefs, di1: 
conlulalC:, and uncomfortab le lif..:, during the remainder of a troublefollic 
reign, that he did not know what to. d o. nor which way to turn himlclf. 
But then recovcri ng himlt:Jf a little, lie faid, U ,as lhe ne\'er forgut her Jove 
and concern for me to the laO:. moment of her days, 111e earndl:ly recom· 
mended it to me 01} hef de:uh bed (and his m.1.jefl:y emphaticaUy added, that 
it was a jufi. and wife recommendat ion) to follow the advice of Sif Rob~r[ 
Walpole, and never to part with [0 faithful and able a minilter, this (faid the 
k ing) is now my only refource , upon this] mut'l enti rely depend t ," 

Some time after the quee.n's de:l.th, before hi; hoyr of rifing. George faid 
to baron Brinkman, one of his Germans, " ] hear you have a picture of my 
wife, which lhe gave you, and which is a bettt.:r likenefs than any in my 

• From lord Orford, ~ 
t Hance Walpole's Apology. Walpole PilP~, 
VOL.L 4 B pofirffion; 
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pofi'cffion; bring it to me." When it was brought, the king feemed greatly 
affeCl:cd. and a.fter :\ 010rt P:LU(C, he [aid," Tt is vt!ry like, put it upon the 
chair at the foot of my bed, and lea.ve it till I ring the bel!." At the cnd 
of two hours he r:mg the bell, and when the baron entered, the king [aid, 
" Take this pitlure away, I never yet faw the woman worthy to buckle her 
fllOe ..... 

\VaJpole was no lefs deeply alfetled than the king. He was fenfible of 
the revere 10Cs which he bad experienced of the perf Oil who [upported him 
in the dafet, and he appreciated the difficulty of guiding the king, when the 
interpofition of his patroners was no more, and Illlticipated the difficulties he 
was about to encounter from the jcaloufies of a dilcoru,mt cabinet. Im
preffed with thefe fcntiments, he dofcd a letter to Horace 'Valpole, in which 
11C [peaks of tile queen's death, " I muft have done, our grief a.nd diftrac
tiOh wants no relalion, 1.\01 oppreCfeu with forrow :\00. drendt." 

Sir R obert alwap (l}tel liliucu a high reij>eCl for the memory of his Joyal 
p.urooefs queen CaroliJle; and it was principally through a tlefaence to her 
recommendation, that fame time after her death he obtained the deanery 
of vYinchcO:.er for Dr. Pearce, and placed Butler upon til(" bench of bifhops. 

I (hall clofe this chapter with an elegy OD the death of quccn Caroline, 
compofed by Doding[Qn : . 

' Vheu Hcav'n's decrees a prince's fate ordain i 
A k.neeling people fupplicate in vain. 
Too well our tears this mournful truth exprefs. 
And in a. quecn's a puent's lors conf~fs . 

A lofs the general grief can beR: reheatfc. 
A theme /uperior to the pow'r of verfe i 
Though juft our grief, ~e ev'ry murmur frill. 
Nor dare pronounce his difpenfations ill; 
In whofe wife counfc1s a.nlJ dUpo6ng hand, 
The fates of tuOllUcbies and monarchs ftand : 
Who only knows the (late of either fitJ 
And bids (be erring fenCe of man fubmit. 

Ye grateful Briton" to ber memory juft, 
With pious tear.; imbalm her ""red dull; 

• Communicated by Theodore Htn\'Y 
Itrtadbead, trquire. gnndfon of Baron Brink
man, who polJcffcs the.poruait alluded to iD 
JIK .... 

t Corre{pondcncc. 
t MdcoQ\bc '''pen. 

Confer. 
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Confers her grac'd with all that~s good and great, 
A public bleffing to a favouc'd frate. 
Patron of freedom, and her coun try's Jaws, 
Sure friend to virtue's and religion's C:lUre ; 

R eligion' s caufe, whore charms (upcfioe lhone 
To tv'r)' gay temptation of a crown. 
Whofe awful dithttcs all her faul poff'efs'd. 
H er one great aHn to make a people bJell:. 

Y c drooping mufes mourn her hafty doom, 
And [pread your deathlefs honours round her tomb. 
H er name to long fucceedmg ages caife, 
Who both !nfpic'd and p:llroniz'u your lays. 
Each gcn'cous art fit penfive o'er her urn, 
A nd ev'r)' grace and ev'ry virtue mourn. 

Attending angels bear your fncred prize, 
Anlldll: the radiant glones of the Jk~s : 
Where godlike princes, who below purfu'd, 
That nahlcO: end of rule the pubhc good. 
N ow fit {ecure, their gen'rous labour paIt, 
W lth all the Juft rewards at Virtue grac'd : 
In that bright train dlfl:i nguiOl 'd Jet her move,. 
Vvho built her empire IOn a. people's love. 

4 B. 

L. • 
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PERIOD THE SEVENTH: 

From the Death of QE.een CAROLINE, to the Rdignation of 
Sir ROBER T WALPOL E . 

C HAPT E R TJJF. ... · J FTJETH: 

HiJlo6eo.l DtdllElion rf tlte commercial <]'r ffllitJ btlWUn Spain mill Engltmd, 
re/alilt! 10 AmericlJ.-Sp(milh DfprrdatiolH.-M({!'in.~ oj Parlin11Jtnt.-D,
bafe on (he R tdllfliM of the Army.-R,'fOlutilJ1J , prlJ/floilillg ihl: Publicatioll 
if Debow. 

H ITH ERTO the minificr h.1d maintained the grand (yf'l:cm of policy, 
which he had laid down :..s ncceffary for the fuppor l of I he prOlefiant 

fucceffion, and for the maintenance of internal tranquillity, which he j uftly 
viewed as paramount to nil other confidcration~ j and it may be confidently 
afferted , without the imputation of partiality, that to his firmncfs and addrc:fs. 
Great Britain was foldy indebted for a longer period of peace, than had been 
ever exwrienced fince the revolution. The advantages which refulted from 
this fyftem were incalculable. But the nation was fated with fo great a 
bleffing, and the time was now arrived, when the violence of party, the 
clamours of merchants, the dreams ci heroic grandeur, and the horror of 

national 
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national degradation, overcame the repugnance of the mininer, ano plunt;pl 
England into war. 

]n confequence of having lirn. difcovcred the new world, and by "irtut" of 
an invdl:itun: from Pope Alexander the: Sixth to Ferdinand the Catholic. 
Spain affumed an excJuOvc right to all the continent of America. The other 
nations of Europe, howe,"cr, did not :tcquicfcc in this chimerical claim, :llld 
Portugal, in particular. made a ft:ttlcrnent in the Brafils, which the SI):1.niards 
could not prevent. But when Philip the SeCOIld acquir..:d pllficffion of Por
tugal, BraGl fell under hi s dominion. Having thus obtainl-oJ poficffion of the 
o*f colony in America which h:ld at that time been occupied by another 
power, he maintained with greater weight his cxclufi\'c right; and [0 formi. 
dable was. his naval force, that aU attempts lll.ade by tbe Englilh, in the reign 
of Elizabeth, to fettle and trade in South America, were rendered indletlual. 
\Vhen the naval po ..... er of Spain declined, by the defeat of the Armada, and 
when the ,-all. f:lh .-ic of ha empire began to moulder awnr under the f('cblc 
fucceffors of Ph ilip the Second, the Dutch , Frent.:Il , and Englilh formed 
fettkments on the cominent amI iflands of America. But long after the 
Englifll had made pcrm:mcnl dlabliflHllcnts in America, Spain clid not re· 
nounce her original t itle, anu even in times of peace, hoflil itics feldom 
ce:lfecl in the Wd\ Indies ... 

At len:;th in 1667, a (r(!at)' was concluded bet ..... een En~13nd and Spain, 
which, though loofcly won.lcc\, W:lS a tacit acJ...nowiL-dgmcnt of the Briti Ol 
pofft'ffion:> in America. 

T his tn:aty, the eighth :lrtide alone excepted, related folely to Europe, 
but was aflLrwan,b \\ rdtcd by tile pani!:lll~ of the Spani(h war, ll ~ rdating no 
lefs to America. 1t :tHowed freedom of llavigatillil :l.Ild commerce, in all 
places where commerce was before carried on, aut! is princip:dly remarkable 
for permitting the li herty of Icar(hin~ merchant !hips, failing lIear the ports 
and. ill the (e.ls belollging to the rdpetlive coulltrie<;, and of collnfcating (004 
traband gOlxh, wilietl cxprellion alluded to !\rm~ or ammunition, anu was 
principally intended to prevent the Englinl (hips from /upplying the flates of 
Dub:uy with military flores. nut as the treaty v.;as confirmed :lnd r~fcrred to 

• F~ th;$ inquiry I have pri ncip.1lly CCln 
tulted rl'o'o able and perrpiCllOll~ p:.t l)en, drawn 
"'1' "l' Horace Walj)Olt. (I.) Dtilufl ion 01\ 
tile d~pretl.lti[llU betwren Great Brilain Awl 
ipllin, the (::;:0((" of t.hell'l, 2nd Hinl> for }te-

m(',J;t~." (2.)" CO'lfil\cr:uions rrl ,ui,,~ to tile 
Nav igation an,J CO>11"l(:r~ e of (;rtJt Britain ;Il 
Alllerlea, wilh rdpc8 to Ihe Tr,;)ti,~ w;th 
Sp'Iin, and the DeprNati"'ns of tbe G,nrJ:. 
Co!U.,." WOIlpol: l'ap(li. 
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by all lubfequt:nt contraCts, it gave occafton to the f~TCbing of (hip., by the 
Spanilh guard a cofb.5 in the American [eas ; an article which afterwards DCca .. 

fianed the violent rli(pure~ on both fidei, tlat finally terminated in the Spanilb 
waf. This compatl was introduaory to a more explicit treaty in 1670, wbich 
fecms to have be{,11 the firfi: by which Spain formally acknowledged the right 
of any olh('r nations to parr of the new world. 

The treaty of 1670 [oldy relates to America; and befides coofitming to 
the Englifh, the right of fon:reign dominion of aU lanJ~ in the Weft Indies, 
tben poffelTcd by them, regulates, in the molt fpecific terms, the mode of 
intercourfc between the two nations in that quarter. The 9th article forbids 
the rcfpcCl.ivc fubjet'ts of each nation from iailing or trading with the colo· 
nies or dominions of the other ill the W eft Indies, yet pl'rmits {uch na.v1ga
tio n and commerce to be excrciied according to a licence, granted by either 
fovcreign. 

The lelter a.nd fpirit of this treaty were at direct variance with each 
other; the letter prohibited and the fpirit en.couraged a mutual trade be
tween the two n:uion!l. For although the exprefs terms prohibited aU 
commerce with the Sp:miJh ports in the We(l: Indies, yet a great facility 
.... as given to the mutual intercourre between the two nations, by the for_ 
mal permiffion, that Englirb 11lips fhould be allowed 10 put into Spani(h 
harbours, if forced by ftorms or other inconvenience<; , and continue there 
ulltil they h:lCl rcfrdhed tbemfelves,· and refitted, without giving notice to the 
governor, unlers they were three or four together. Notwithfltnding aIro the 
right and pre-eminence which the Spaniards claimed to the American [COolS, 

ctlrc wa. .. to be taken, that the liberty of navigation OwuJd not be diIturbcd. 
Thefe fiipulations inconteftably prove that the Spaniards were inclined to fa
vour thc EngliOl. by conniving at, though they did not permit the tradc, and 
fl.lch were the cffcCl:s of this memorable. treaty. 

)n virt~ of thore treaties, the Spaniards claimed a right, which they con
tinually exerciftd, of fcardling the Britifh merchant {hjP$ which pa.tfed near 
their American ports. 

From the conclufion of t'670, to the death of Charles the Second of Spain, 
J. {tria friendfhip and union fubfifted between the two crowns, both in Eu
~pe and America,and a flourifhing. aithouga iUicit trade, was, by the can
:n\vance and indulgence of Spain, carried 011 between the Engli!h and SpanHh 
plantations. The rcafon for tbis favouraWe treatment is evident j the great 
oppofition and rivalfhip which then fubfiJled between Fl'lnce and Spain, and 
the dc-fire of France to become miftrcfs of the Low Countries, inclined Spain 

to 
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to confider the EngliG-. a'> her moR ulcful fri('nd ~ . and th~ m;)fi c:lp:'!.uk of Ch~ I\I Cr )0. 

protecting or incl.lmmoding. by their mantime fo c('c. i ; ~r fun.I!?, 11 I IOlll illi om. 17 3i to 1711J• 

It was 110 \\onder, therefore, that the Sp3niard~ not only On( t\y obfct\'ed I._=-' 

their rrc:ttie<;, but even c~tendcd their indulgence, with n;; fpdt to trark" 
farther than conld he claimed by fpc:cific f1:ipulations. 

It was cafy to (oecree that the acccffion of a prince of the houfe of Bourbon 
to the throne, would affclt the Briti'h tra.de to SpaniOl America. Tbe courc~ 
quences of this e\'ent would have been immediately \"ifiblc, had not the wnr of 
the fucccffion, in which Spain became the theatre of blootly hollilities, ri· 
vetted the attention of Philip the Fifth to his European dominiuns. But 
he was no fooner firmly cftabliOled on the throne, than he tUincu hi~ views 
to the American trade. The treaty of commerce which was conc1uJcd at 
t he peace of Utrecht, between Great Britain and Spain. introduced a 
material alteration in the intercourfc between the two narions. TIle 
9th article of tbe treaty of 1670, which gr:mted permiffion of tr3dc to the The affient..:. 
ports and places in the 'Ven: Imlies, with fhe licence of the fovercign, was 
annulled; a contr018., commonly calleo the affienta trc3t)', for tupplying 
the Sp.tnifh colonies with a certain number of negrCh:S, was granted to the 
South Sea company, for thirty years, with the pri\'ilcge of annually fending 
a. lingle {hip of a ceruin burl hen to SpaniOl Americat l:u1eo wi th European 
merchandifc. Excepting thefe alter:llions, the treaties of' 1667 and 1670 
were confirmed, and although thofe trcari('s were broken during tbe two 
{hart wars which took place between Spaio and Engtand in 1]18 and £71.7, 
yet as they were renewed by the quadruple alliance. and the treaty of Seville, 
the trade to America W.:l.S nominally pbced. in all other rcfpcCts. upon tho 
fame footing a~ it ftoad unda eha-rles the Second of Spain. 

It foon. however, appeared new principles were adopted in the Spanifh Origin or 
counfels, .exaaty the reverfe of their former prc;ceedings. The letter of difputc," 
the American treaty was now followed, and the fpirit by wluch it was 
diCtated abandoned. Although EllglamJ niH enjoyed the liberty of put. 
ting into the Spanilh harbours, for the purpore of refitting and provifioning. 
yet they were far from enjoying the fame advantages of carrying on :L friendly 
:md commercial intercourfe. They were now watched with a. fcrupulous 
jealoufy. ftriCUy vifited by guarda caRas, and every eff'eB:ual means adopted 
to provenS: any uaunerce with the colonies, except.ing what was a1J.oweQ 
to the annual thip. The caufe of this alteration was evident. Spain WII 

@;overned by a fovercign connected with Fraoce by blood and policy; de· 
prived of the Nethedands, fhe no longer confideroo England as her natural 
aUy. and was not intere1\ed to obtain her frienclibip by comlU~rcial facri. 

.. nees.. 
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P~riod VJJ. fiees. The inAuence of there confidemtions WlS occafionally (u(pended, 
'1737tOl74'!' during the temporary mifunderftand ings between Spain and France. At 
I • -' thore periods, a more friendly intcrcourfe was connived at, and this variation 

in the policy of Spain g=l.ve rife to a variety of mifconfiru tl:ions. 
Illicit tr:ld~, From the long continuance of this trade, the BeitiOI merchants began ta 

confide r it .. lS a prefrriptive right, and not matter of indulgence, and were 
unWIlling to renounce to profi table a hranch of commerce, which fa many of 
them purfucd in an open and daring manner. They continuall y put into 
the Spanifh h:ubours, under pretence of refitting and rCrrelll ing ; and in many 
pbces almofl publicly ditPofed of European mcrc hamli fe. in exchange for 
gold and !i\\'cr. Other veff'e1s C.iling near tbcir ports and harbours, were 
repaircu to by fn1Ugglcrs, or fent their long boats towards the OlOfe, and 
dealt with the mlivcs. 

The Sp:ln i:mis compbinetl t hai the affienta - annual filip , was followed 
by 'll'H'f:1] ml:u n-tlcl s which moored at a di [bncC', and a~ it dif!)oft:d of its 
C:lrgl), continuall y fupplied i( with frefh goods, That by tholi:: means, and 
by the cbmldbne trade which the EngliCh carried on, theyalrnofl luldy 
Illpplied the colol1ic~, The fa ir of Panam:l, oocc the richeft of the world , 
where tht Spanilh me rCh:lll ts were accuflomcd to excha ngc gold and Giver 
for £uropcan IllcrchanJifl", haJ confidcrably fill en, and they Illonopolitoo the 
c')mmcrcc of America. 

It was nn wonder, therefore, that the guarda colbs, and other armoo ver· 
fels, made vigol'Ou~ exertions to prevent th is illi cit traffic, and that fome 
illegal captures were made, fome oCGlfional aels (If ,·iolence :lnd cruelty 
commi tt ed , which the diftance from Europe, the inColencc of the EngliOl 
failors, th e delays of the Spa.'lilh tribunals. and the interell which the gover
nor:; had in declaring the vcfli:ls confifcated , hccaufe they had a Ol:lre in the 
l':lrgo, rendcr~d frequen t IcdreG of grievances ext remely difficult, if not im
p racticable. The merchants who fuffercd made violent clamours, ove-rr.lled 
their loffcs. and exaggerated the accoul.ts of infult and barbarity committ eu 
by the Spaniards. ' 

Volumes and volumes have been written by the Englifh 4Ild Spaniards on 
the [uhjet\: of thefe depredations: but as each fide endeavoured to pervert 
facts, and gave ,diticrent confhuttions to the moO: flmple exprdIions, the 
d ifpute could ne\'er be finally feu led. The flate of thefe differences, and 
the difficulty of adjuRing them, are well explained in a· few words by Keene, 
in a letter to the duke of Newcaftle: 

• Defonncau Hiftoirc d'ifpa&ne, tOnto 5, p. 148. 

.. Upon 
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" Upon the whole, the ftate of our difpute (cems to be, that the COnl

manders of our veffels always think, that they arc unjufily taken, if they nrc 
not taken inaElual illicit commerce, eVen tllough proofs of their Jlaving IO:.lllld 
in that manner be founel all board of them; and the Spaniarus on the other 
lund prerume. that they have It right of fcizing, not only the !hips th:Lt arc 
continually trading in their ports, but likcwitc of examining :md vifit ing 
them on the. high [cas, in order to IcaTch for proofs of fraud , which they may 
have committed; :md till a medium be found out hetwt:cn there two no
tions, the government will always be cmbarr.LOcu with complaints, anti we 
Olall be continually negotiating in this country for n:drcfs. wi thout ever be
ing able to procure it · ," 

At ttc f:lIne time that the queflion of Spanirh depredations was agitated. 
other differences fubfifted between England and Spain, The right of cutting 
logwood in th!! bay of'Campeachy. and colleCting fait in the ifland of T or_ 
tuga, was called in queflion j and (ome difputes arofc in regard to the limits 
of Carolina and Georgia. Geraldina, the Spanilh agent in London, had de
livered a flrong memorial, claiming part of thofe colonies which lay conti
guous to Florida; and the demand wac, made in fueh violent terms, that the 
mininers were apprchcn(ivc of an attack on the province of Georgia, and <It"

cordingly :1 battalion of troops w'\s ordered [ 0 embark from Gibraltar for._ 
Amcric..l;·. 

Though Elizabeth Farnefe had procured the throne of Naplt:s amI Sicily 
for Don Carlos. fhe was dilfatisfieu with the peace. She fiill afp;rcc] to the 
ponecIion of Parma and Tu[cany. which Ole confidered as hereditary poffcf
jions; alllI wh~n on the deat h of }Jhn Gaftoll, thc.lafi: fovc reign of the houfe 
of Medicis, Tufcany del-'olved on the duke of L oraine, !he bl'held hi s fuc
cdnon with an unfavourable eye : !he even made O\'crtures to England, and 
iniinuatc:d, that jf affiflance was effeCtually grantet.!, Spain lhould rclin
quifll al1 claims on Gjb~ha.r and Minorca, and accommodate n.1l com
mercial differences, to the full fati sfaCtion of England. But this overture, 
which tended to plunge Europe into :l new war, being rejeCl:cd, the queen of 
Spain was ftill more irritated. and continued to main tain powerful arma
ments by fea and land. In conformity to orders. (ent from the court of 
Madrid, the guarda coftas became more vigilant and fevere than ever; and 
repeated inibncC'S of their violence were tranfmitted. to England. 

• Benjlmin lCeene', clifpatcb to the duke of 
Newcafile. Madrid, December Ilth, J 737. 
Walpole Papen. 
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A petition- was accortlingly prefcntcd to the king, by a large body of mer~ 
chants trading to the Weft Indies, complaining of there depredations, and (ht
ing fpecific cafe~ of illegal capture!. and confifc.'ltioIl5. The king referred 
thi~ pdifiun to the cabinet council, before whom the merchants were heard. 
Jt) confcquencc of their evidence, the duke of Newcaftlc drew up a fpiritcd 
memOli.t!, (hewing the nature of the trade, and giving fueh an explana
ti on of rhe treati~s of 1667 ;\ntl 1670, on the due underftanding' of which 
the afij,ir. u\timatdy reU:ed , as appeared tojuftify the complaints ot the Brilinl 
tlatiers, and to criminate the conduct of the Spaniards. This memorial, and 
the merchants' petition, were lent to Mr. Keene, with orders to prefent it to 
the king of Spain. The memorial, after repeating the various applications 
which had b'!cn indfdtulily m:\de for refiitut ion of £hips anti effects un
jun.!y (ti7.cd, and uem:t.nding r.,.ti~faC1:ion for the depredations and cruclties 
committed hy the gu:Ltua cofl,'~, required th e k.ing of Spaiu to give effec
tual orders for pumlhing the perulI1s guilt)" of thefe atrucities, am.! for grant
ing immediate rcpar:l.tion to his fubJeEts, ami concluded by oblerving, that if, 
contrary to expeCtarion, thefe inftance5 Ihould not ha\'(~ tlie deli red effect. the 
klllg would be obliged to procure for hi~ fuhjcch that f.·ui<;faEtion which they 
haJ :l righ t to demand, by virtue of fubfifltng treaties, and the law of n:l.tions. 
Mr. Keene prefcnlcd this memorial on the loth of December; to which Philip 
replied, that h(: would do all in his power to prcferve the friend £hip with tbe 
king of England. Notwithtl:anding the preffing importunities of Mr. Keene • 
...,ho declared that nothing but immediate Teftitution and exemplar)' puniJh

.ment could give fatisfJ.Ction, the anfwcr was not reLurned before the meeting 
of parliament. It alfo appeared, that the SpaniOl court did not view the 
fubjetl: in the f.1m(' light as had been reprefl::nted by the Englilh cabinet, and 
contro"'erted man)' potitions advanced in the memorial. 

Such wa~ thl:: flate of the difputcs between England and Spain, when par
liament was aifcmbled. The fpeech"'from the throne was unuruaUy Ibort. 
After recommending the di{patch of public bufincfs with prudence and expe
dition; and ordering the eftinJatel for the current expenditure to be Jaid be
(are the boufe. the king truftt'd that the zeal, affection, and duc regard which 
the commons had {hewn in fupporting his government and the public r:uety~ 
would induce them to make the necdfary provifions for the bonour, peace, 
IJ1d fccurity of his c rown and kingdom. He then wnc1uded. by exhort
jng the houfe to lay afide all. heats and aniruofities which might unO\!
cdfarily obfuut\: the (eGions. The addrefs, after condoling With the king, 
on his and the nation's irrep;uablc 10&, by the death of the queeD, a1fured. 

• J him 
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him that they would avoid aU heats and 3nimofilic~ , and cff'cCl:uallv rai le lhe 
neceRiuy fupplics ; and in gratitude for the regard wh ich his Ill<l;jcfty lu.d al
ways fllcwn for the liberties :l nd privileges of hi~ (ubjeCts, wou ld I dlil~' t ll .. ;l 
a ffection ami zeal for t he CUPPOTt of his government. 3LlJ Ihe prd~r\'::J.t ion IX 
the conflitutiOll!ll, Although lirtlt objection c(JulJ be made, ei t her to 
the fI)Ccch or to the addrds, it did not, howl.'\·cr, p:1.[; witbout ItJUll! pet ulant 
remarks from Sh ippen and Sir William \ Vymlh:ull. 

The detcrmi11l.:d aim of apporition \Va!> to jncl .. :-:1t~' lill' mili..mdcrlhnding 
with Spain to luch a degree, as to render the adJunmcm of ti ll': l.Ji ! i)llte~ 
impraB.icablc, and hy inllami ng the nation wi th cxag[;l.'f:1.tcll :tu;"unl<; 
of SpaniOl cruelt ies and intuits. to compel the l1linifi l: r to enter in(f) a 
waf, which they contitlcred as the prob:l.ble meam. of obtaining I,is re · 
1110\",'11. 

The principal views of oppofition being dirctlcd to involve the nation in 
war. they gave a Ihik ing in flam:e of their inconfil1:cm;yanu petulance, by 
fcfifting , with unu(ua! warmth . the motion fo r maintaining 17.4°0 men, and 
propofing that the army fllOUkl be reduced to 12.,("100. Bdiucs thc com· 
m a n topiCli of declamation, ufuall y u~ed ag:>.inll a fl: andi r.g arm),. ~LS ob
nox iou~ to t he conftit ut ion, con t rary to the principlC'~ nn which the n:\'o
lut ion was ti.lUmled, and intended 10 fi.1PPllrt the C)'ficin of corruption 
amI ::nbilrary power ; the debate took a new and unexpected turn, Ship. 
pen, with a view to caft an od ium on the :lurhors of the revolution, and to 
prove that the liberties of the people had been better (t'cured bcf<Jfe, th:.l.!l 
fince t hat period, affeCted to d!~tC' the rift: of a {bnoing a rmy in Hrit:tin , from 
the nin th rC.:1r of William; .:1ccuf~d th e 'Vhig~ who 1l1Ouid vote for this 
(!ucftion, of having deferred the principles of their ancef1ors . :lond nude :t. 

warm panegyric on the T orie!', for hasing been uniformly !lead)' in tlieir aJ
hercncc to the true principles of the Britifh conllitutioll . 

In reply t o there obfervations, thclmini/l.cr undertook to dc:fr..'1ll1 the con
tiftency of the Whigs who voted for the quc:llion, H e made a judicious 
c.Iifl:in8:ion between an army compofed entirely of Rritilll lilhjcch, com
manded by gentlemen of the beft familje~, depending for irs very being 
on. the annu31 conCent of parliament, and between one of foreign mercenary 
troops, compofed of the lowefl: popu lace, and comm.anded by men of no 
families or fortune9, After (ltdari ng lhat [uch an army, fo far from en, 
dangering the conftitution, tended rather to prc(crve it againO: fafrion ami 

Ch~pter 50'~ 

'7 37 t0 17;8. 
'-_ ",J 

Vi.-W\ of 1'11'
p ., til'UI', 

D:bate~ nn 
t ltt" f<-tluAloll 
ollhe arUlr. 

Frb. ], 

\V dp"Ie', 
flk.~lh , 

., Journals. 

+Cz difa tfeClion, ' 



56~ MEMOIRS OF 

reriod VU. dif:Ufe8:ion, llnd contributed to proteCt the people againfi domefiic rapint 
1717 [0174:2.. and foreign invalion; he {bted the reaCaos for keeping up a body of troops, 
\.. and parti cularly dwclt on that ...... hieh arore from the number of perf on'> 

cJifafli:Ctcd tu the government . "lHe artfully enuc::Lvoured to confound the 
TOilc~ with the Jac.:obites, and {~ confider all thofe who oppared govern
me nt. as lncilOtd to the Pretend er, and particula.rly alluded to Shippen. 

" Suppo(c Sir," he (aid ... V.e ha ve at prefent nothing to [car from any 
ftlrcign enemy. yet It cannot be JJ.Jd we arc in abfoJute fecurity, or that we 
ll av!! nothing to fcar. There I!. one thIng J am afrJ.id of, and it is, indeed, 
the only th ing. I think, we IHl\'c 3t prelent to fear. The fear I mean, is 
th::~ of the Prdendcrt£very one know,> there I~ niH a prctcnller to his ma
jdty's crown and digntty ~ there is (hI! a perfon who pH!tenJ .. to be lawful 
ami rightful {i)Vcrcign of thde kingdoms; and W1'Clt makes the misfortune 
1110rc confidcl':l.ble, there arc fl..il! a grcJ.t number uf perl om III th"f(' kingdoms fo 
much deluded by 1m abetlor~. a .. tu th in k tbe fame way. There arc the 
only rerrons who can properly be calico (hfaffctl.ed. am] they an: fhl! fo nu
merous, thal th(ju~h this government had not a foreign enemy under the 
fun, the danger we :J.re 10 from the Plctender. and the llilaffetteu P:J.rt of ollr 

own fubjt:C\s, i ~ a tboger which e\·cry true Bliton ought to fear, a danger 
which every man who has a due rcg:l.ld for our prefent bappy eflabltlhlllcnt, 
will certainly cndeavour to provide againfi., as much as he can. 

" I :lm forry to (cc, Sir, that this is a fort of fear, which a great many 
amongft. us CndCRYOUr to turn into ridicule; and for that purpo(e they tell 
\I ~> that though there are many of our fuhJech difcontented and unca(y, 
th~re arc but very few difafi'cCted: 1 mufi. beg leave to be of a different 
opinion, for, I believe, moll of the difcontents and uncafinefft:s that ap
pear among the people, proceed originally from llir..ffc:tl-ion. No man of 
common prudence will protefs himfclf openly a Jacobite j by fo doing, he 
not only may injure his priY.lte fortune. but he muIl: render himfc.lf Jefs abJe 
to· do any effeCtual fervice to the caufe he has embraced, thcrefore there are. 
.b'ut very few fuch men in the kingdom. Your right Jacobite, Sir, difguifes 
his tnr..: fentiments; he roars out for revolution principles; he pretends to 
be a great friend to liberty, and a great admirer of our ancient conflitution i 
and under this pretence. thc_re arc numbers who every day endeavour to fow 
dlfcontents among the people, by perfuading tbem that the confhtution is in 
lc:Janger, and that they are unneceffarily loaded with many and heavy taxes, 
Thefe men know that difcontent and difaffetlion, are like wit and madnefs, 
dliy arof!parated by thin partitioD.5 j and therefore they hope, if they can once 

render 
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render the people thoroughly difcontented. it will be cary for them to render 
them difaffeC'ted. There are the men we have moll re,(on to be afraid of. 
They are, J am afraid, more nurnt:rous than maft gentkmen imagine, and I 
willi J could not fay they have been lately joined, and very much affiClcd by 
forne gentlemen, who, I am convinced, have always been, and frill are, very 
fincere and true friends to OUT p refent happy efb.bliOlment . 

.. By the acceffion of there new allies, as I may Juflly call them, the real 
but concealed Jacobites have fuccecded even beyond their own expectation i 
and therefore I am Dot at all ao,arncd to (:lY l aln in fear of the Prctc:nder. 
It is a danger I (hall never be afhamcd to f.1.y I am afraid of j becaufc it is 
a danger we mun. always be more or lefs cxpo(cd to ; and, 1 believe the lefs 
number of regular forces we keep up, the morc we Ou.ll always be c}"pofcd 
to this danger, " '1-

Sir John H ynde Cotton replied ; " Sir, I do own it gives me a good deal of Sir Jobn 
furprife, to hear gentlemen who aCt upon revolution prm{iples, talk fo utte rly Hplde Cot· 
inconfificnt with what was the language of the Whigs in fOflller times, Sir, I ton. 
know not what ' Vhigs [he honourable gentleman has been acquJintc.;d with, 
but I have had the honour and happinefs tu be intim;lte with many gentle-
men of that denomination: J have likewifc . Sir, read the writings of many 
authors who have efpoufcd thefe principles; I have [at In this houfe during 
tbe moll material debates that have happened bet ween them and the T uries ; 
and J can declare from my own experience, that I ne'fer knew one who 
aCted on true Whig principJes, vote for :l llanding army in time of IlCacc, 
What the principles of the \Vhi~ in fOfmer days wefe, I can only learn 
from reading Of information; but I have heard of Whigs who were. 
againft all unlimited votes of credit: I have heard of Whigs who looked 
upon open corruption as the grc:ltcft curfe that could bcfal a.ny nation: I 
have heard of Whigs ..who efieemed the liberty of the ptefs to be the morl: 
valuable privilege of a fi'ec people, and triennial pa.rliamcr.ts, the greatdt 
,bulwark of their liberties j amI [ have heard of a Whig adminillration 
who have refellted injuries done to the trade of the nation) and have re_ 
venged infults offered to the Britlfh flag. Thefe, Sir, are the principles. if 
] am rightly informed, that opec charaCterifed the true Whigs, Let gentle-
men apply thefe charaCl:r-rs to their prefent conduCt, and then, laying their 
hands upon their hearts, let them aik. themfelves if they are VVhigs ? ... 

In reply~ tbe minifter again adverted to the danger from the. Pre- Wal_I .. '. 
lcoder's parly, and he: infinuated that the arts ufed by the difcontcntcd reply 
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\Vhigs to Id the people againfi the government, aided that eaufe: "For the 
fnEt ion," he [aid, U which i~ in the int crl! f1: of the perron who difJ.'utes his 
m ajefty''i title to the crown, :llways prdumc5, thlt whoever is againft the 
admioifi ra tion , is l2;Ainft the dl.nbh(hnlC'rlt Jlkewile j and nothing has more 
contributed to keep up the 4)irit of that party, than their inuuftrioufly 
p ropagating lklt <lotl:rinc. Tim is the true real on thac they look upon 
the lenity of that government as the c!tett of ilS wc,lkJle l ~ , and th.lt they 
attribute the indulgence they meet with to our feals. This is the true 
reafon why they endeavour to impro\'e ( 0 thclr advantage e\'ery accident 
Lhat happens t o lite nation, though, perhaps, it I!. ... cry diflant from their 
purpo(e, and fcll out contrary to their hopes, This is the reaCon why, on 
the late OlcbllCholy e\'ent " that afflicted the nation. thei r hopes revived, 
t heir calJ.lh were le t on (oot, and every tool of 11J cir party \\:15 employed ill 

their conlult.Hio n~, to "'-now how to bring about t heir (",\ourile pomt. There 
arc many in our g:dlcrlcs now who know v .. hat J havt: bid to be true, 
and if they hau the privilege of fpeaJ..ing here, could, if thcy pleafed, con
vince us how improper t.he propofcd reduaion is, whIle fuch a fpirit fub
fifis in the ki ngdom. 

Ie J have known :1 time when gcntlcmen attcu on truc \Vhig principles i 
and at that timc the), fecmed to be of opinion, that the b<·ft , if not the only 
v.;ay [0 fecure us from popcryand albi l r-J.ry power, was hy It.curing thc pre
fent eO:abliOlment of the crown in his majefl:y 's perCon and family. T hey 
were then of opinion, that Ihi!> was bdl donc by keeping up 3. rt:gular body 
of forces . and I lhould be glad to know if the f.1.me rcaCons do not (ubfift 
now as did then, or if they who are the enemies of our prefcnt elhhliOlment, 
have been weakened by the oppofition of theie gentlemen 10 lI lt: J.dminiftra ... 
tion t." 

Afler a reply from Pulteney, and 3. few unimport:mt fpcecbes, the de
bate appeared to be finally condud~d, and as no divifion took place, the 
triumph on the fide of the miniRer feemed complete. But the alterca.tion was 
renewed on a fubfequent day by the imprudence and petulance of fame of 
the maR violent among the Whigs, who were irritated at the affertions ad· 
vanced by the Tories, that the maintenance of a !tanding army was incon· 
fiftent with the true principle» of WhiggiCm. 

The report being made by the cha.irman of the committee of fupply, the 
efi.imatc for the reg;ment to be fent to Georgia, was objected tOj colonel Mor
daunt very injudicioullydeviated from the great diftindions which the minifter 

• AlIudlng to the queen'! death. t ChalldIer. 
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had laid down between thore who promoted the caufe of the Pretender, and 
thofe who fupportcd [he proteftant fucceffion, and introdur:cd the morc l1ar

row diftintl:.ioll of Whig and T ory. H e [aid, U I ha~e always gloried in 
being thought a Whig; ] hope I fua.ll never by my behaviour, either in this 
haufe, or without doors, give the !call. occafion to the world to think other
'Witt: of me; and for this vcry reafon. I am for keeping up an army, becaufc 
I thillk Ihe keeping up Olt arm)' (lbJQ/rltdy nueJJ.;'ry j()r fllpporting the IPhig in/erd/. 
and prCfCfying the peace and quiet of the people. In every difpute that has 
happened of late yenTS about OUf army, I have looked upon the qucftion to 
be chiefly, 7.v/ullur /.JIMg or T01yjhOIlJd prevail? And as I have always thought, 
as I believe every unprejudiced 'Vhig in the kingdom thi'nks, thai if Ihc 
army flollid be dijballduJ, or v try much reduced, the Tory illurtjJ WOliltl pre-utli!; 
therefore, I have generally been againfi [uch reduCtions, and always {hall be 
cautious of agreeing to any [uch propofition. Nay, I am [0 firmly aU:1ched 
to the Whig intereft, that if r fhould th mk four times the number of troops 
aMolutely necefl':!.ry for fupporling that intcrefl:, 1 would be for keeping up a 
ftandi ng army four times as numerous as that we h,we now on foot." 

Thefe injudicious afli!rtions infufed a new fpirit into the anri-minifterial 
Whigs. Lord Pol warth, in a [enfiblc and animated fpeech, jufiifieJ the 
Whigs who oppored government, :ltld explained the nature of the old Whig 
principles. He ende,lVoured to prove that the queftion did not turn on 
difringuinling who were Vvhigs and who were Tories, but limply according 
to their prefent behaviour a.nd political conduCt; from thence he infinuated , 
that the minillenal pa.rty, who afii;{tL'<i to diftinguilh themfelves by the a.p
pellation of 'Whigs, aaed in contradiaion to the principles of that parly~ 
and were in reality Tories; and that thofe whom he invidioufly fiyled 
Tories, while they were direCted nnd atluated by this principle, were in reality 
Whigs. After making thefe obfervations, he added. " 1 am apt to fufjlefr 
that my honourable friend calls this "the Whig intereft, and if fa, I fllall 
readily agree with him, that what he calls the Whig interefi, being what 1 call 
the Tory intereft. cannot be fupported without a f1:anding army. This may 
hI! a prevailing argument with him for being againft any reduttion. but it 
is an argument that has quite a different influence with me; for I think no 
intere{\:, nor any party of men, ought to be fupported, if a ftanding army 
becomes necetfary for their fupport *." Neither the minifter nor any of his 
adherents, took. any (hare in'the[e frivolous alt ercations, which only tcnded 
to the unnece{fary prolongation of the dehate. After fpecchcs from Sir 
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Thomas Saunderfon. treafuTer to the prince of Wales, who an(wered Jom 
Polwarth, and from Lyttleton 3nd Pitt, in favour of the reduCtion, the mo .. 
tion for reducing the army was negatived by 7.49 againfi: 164. 

I have thought it necelfary to enlarge on this debate, and to particula. 
rize the part taken by the miniftc;' as well becaufe it proves that the addrefs 
which Walpole had employcd to render the T ories odious, by confounding 
them with the Jacobitt..'5, had not been unfuccefsful, as becaufe the fubftance 
of the freech has been fhamefully mifrcprefented by fume mooern writers, 
who have indire~ly attributed to 'Valpok. expreffions ufed by others which 

, he never employed, and ha .... e totally miftaken the fI}irit and meaning of his 
arguments t ,. 

The 

• The accounts of this d~bat~ gi,'w hy Smollelt .. nd BdOla'm, :Ire b~~ (ubjoineil, to OI~W 
that Smollell has mifrq'IO.Jl'll!ed the ot:uiue, aud J10W c:are!do.ly Bdnlilln has copied hi.; n;lrr",~ 
,tive, aud :.ddLll his OIYIL trrOrl. 

SMOt..U.TT. BItLSHAM. 

" 771(' aJ/f(mlis t{ til, ".i"ijit:r fll;''!) rlw"'~,{, that TIle 11Iillijiry Jm.pld "01 N 4ftr"., "Tml 
if the army {hollid be ilifb:uuic\!, or (,\' ("11 confider. if Ihe army wa~ difballded. 1he T~'J ;IIurrjl 
abl,. reduced, the n,;y fNU'"ifl -:t:.,,'" prMtf/;J, 'hat woul.I ,/u;,'I ) Pf(JO"",I/Ift: that the kiog~ 
the p~fent number 01 forces W3~ abfulllu:iy Iltcd· dOIH was fiJJ~cI with damollr and di(cnn· 
fary l(l maintliu tile peace of the kingdom, which tenl, which a £lauding militOlry foreeonly 
WIU filled with c))mour and di(eoLltcnt, liS well as could eltcClu:,Jly fupprf'fs : that the ' fup. 
to fo~rI tlu If//,,): ;nm~fI; allll that they would port nf Ihe In,~ illurtj1 tUlfIllfflkJ lite 
'IIIlIt (or l ttp;II1 "P jOllr ''''''(1 t/u nll!1!~n, nwuld it lIIl1i"'fflllflct #' 1J.;Jf~,.rr: ~nd it WliS hoped 
be round expedknl for Ihal purport" The mcm_ :lIId prtl'um«l the houft: would triple 1M 
ben in the oppofition repl ieJ, that thi,. W:lS a fev~re '"~m6e)', if :1djud~td nccdraty for thi' pur~ 
fuin: un tht I~i?i'hy, \I:ho[e condll[t: had giycn birth poft," The r?eNbers of thee oppofirion 
to filch a fplnt of dlfcont~llt. They fald il was r~plied, ill thell' ftcC\l nonJ~d firain of'llai,. 
in ,eft'etl: .. tacit ackll o\\' l ~clgm~ut. Ih~[ ", hnt thry "flljDII;"g, I, thJt this vindicalion contain
called th~ WhiJ1;: intcrefl: .. 'a ~ no morc than an in. e.1 in it a {I'ntenc~ of ft:lf·co!tdemnation. 
confidernblc party. which had engrnffl:<i the ad· for to ""hat caufe ,could the (pint of 

, millinrat ion l,y indired: methods, which lIa~d <;r)JI- clamour and 4ircontent be afcribed, but 
trary fO lhe fenfe of the nalioll , and depended" for to the condull: of the minifiry? and it WII 
fuppon: upon a military power, by whom the pen· from their own ackllOwledgment clear, 
pJ~ in ge:n~ral were Oy~",weU. :lnd confequently th:!t wh:1I they were pleafed to nylc the 
enfiavtd-. They affirmed, that the di{content of Whig intcren, was, In fael, an inconfider
which the minillty complained. "iii: in tffttt owing · able pany, which had engrolfed the power 
to tlut very fianding army. which perpetuated of ,government by indirdt and ~nconfii .. 
their tale&, and huna: OYCt tI~r head. a. the inftru_ 'turion~1 Q,lethod., which .Bed contrary 
m(:nl5 of arbitrary power and oppreffion. Lord to the fenfe of the o.fion, Ihd whic.b de· 
pot~'anb ellpiainlld the nature of Whiz princi. pended for (IlPROrt upon that v~ mili
plea, and dcn\<>nCtrated tbit 1he party which die. tlry force which wu the grand foun:e of 
iWPithecl itfelf by this a~lation. no longer re. ' the Mbonal difcoment, \I·hleh perpet\llted 
tllhcd" the mwma by which the Whip were ori. .lhe nltioll'] l:uce ... IlIld which, menaced 

tp.a1lr ~~fcd. Sir John Hynde Conon, the nltional libertiCi with dc:firut\:ion • 
.. bo •. ~ke .dlb the ceunge Il1d freedom of an old The claim of the miniJlry awl t~ir ad • 
.BoSUW biIPn, dcdarrd bUl&'VI:I' knew I mem~fl )penh: in '~ houfe to tbe appdb;~, 
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T·h.c Sp3.oifil aEairs (0 much occupied the public attention, that aU other 
~anIiJt'nw.iom, were totallr overlooked. H:J.d not this b.!cn the cafe, :l rcro
lution made this feffion, would ha\'c attraCted public notil.:c, and have in
currell the cenCure of thofe writers who a~CI: a higl\ regard for the liberty 
of the pecfs. 1 allude to the cofOfet'mcot of the fianding order of the houfe, 
prohibiting the publication of the debates whife the hourc was lilting, anu 
the cxtcnfion of th:lt prohibition to the rccefs. The fpcakcr abren'cd , he 
Caw with ,<?,ncero, that an nccount of th lir proceedings was inlcrtcd in the 
ncwfpitpcrs, and other periodical publicatiom, by which means the liu.:echcs 
were liilb1c to great' mifrcpfcJent:l.tions, and he hoped the houfe would 
find [orne method of preventing thi~ abu fe. Sir Wilkuu Yong~, Sir 
\ Villiam Wyndham, amI \ Vi nnington , !lgreed with the fpcaker on the pro
priety of this Illc:\(ure. !>ulteney enforced the neccffity of putting a {top to 
the praCl::icc fo jufily complained of. He was of opinion. that no appea1s 
fi lOUkl be made to the public concerning the procet.:dings of the haufe. He 
urged. that to prtnt fpeechcs, even if they ihould not be mifrc:pre[cnted, was 
making the ij>eakcrs accounrabld without doors, for what they [aid within. 
He then declared, thnt however anxious to check this fcandalous practice, 
he was unwilling [hat it Jhould be dpne in fuch a manner as might affect 
the liberty of the prefs. or appear as if the hou[e claimed a privilege to which 
it was not cntitkcl. That although he hall no doubt it was in the power of 
that honCe to punifh printers for publilh~ng an account of their proceedings, 
c.\"en during the receC~. yet as tha~ praetice ~:ld been long connived at, he 
did not willi to punifi\ a.ny paft. offences, and thought it fuffieient to pars refo
lutions which might fleter in future. He urged. that fuch a reColution would 
Dot affect any perron who fbould prjnt an iJccount of their proceedings when 
the, parlbment fhouJd be diffolved. and alluded to the hifiory of the parlia
ment which had beef) publifbed in 17. I 3, the author of which. he obferVed, 
had never been called to account by either houfe of parliament. He Added, 

of tha~ houfc, who aaed on truc Whig prjn
cipl~ ¥'Qtf .for Il ftaudlllg anuy in time of JlCa'=c, 
"c." . Hifiocy of En,land, vol.) . p. S-

Smoltett illlJl':ltefl to t~:W'lt"/I if ,'" "'''IIiji~ .• 
~ which ,.,ere ~d by 01/, individual" 
~ber, who .• ,.. nol: - ·Rtation; and Bel· 
.tham, omitting the wodb · ~ Ilid putting 
-o\y 1M...,..., .. x.¥ft the reader ~ f"ppor~, that 
W.i.lpM~'Pi/ftpt fu~ pf ~. 9I.iniPJy, b!¥l b(ell 
to ab(qrd •• to dec.l~ th.t a IUndip.C a.rmy Wai 

~ to fupPcm ·' the Wblg inlmtt, and that .if. anay wu.wo.DIkd, tbe 'Iary lntm:1l: would 
~ 
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Whigs, WII warmly difpuled; and 8ir 
John Hynde Cotton d.eclved, that a F
nuille Whig could nevCZ' vOle (or a naRd. 
ing army to time of peace, &c." 'J1I" 
aUlhor hat {ubftitut«lt of hiJ ow. audW;,. 
rity./rtfunU J'l,/,.",WfS. for Ir~"'·. 
li..",rtft. the upl'dlion ured both in 
CheDdler and 8mollctt. Manoirs ~ 
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that parliaments, when they do amifs, ought to be arraigned with freedom; 
he hoped this parliament would not dcferve it, but if it did , he fhould be 
forry that any refolurions were iPtered into which might prevent its being 
repn.[cntcd in its proper col OUTS. The milliner, he truned, would agree with 
him in lhis opinion; and he hoped that the houfl! would never flrctch their 
privileges fo far as to cramp the freedC;Hn of writing on public aff:rirs. 
OJ But this confideralron," he concluded. " can never aired: the refolution 
which gentlemen propore to come to now. We haV'c rather been too remirs 
in not putting a flop to this fcandalous prn.ttice that has been long com
plained of. I always thOlight that thefe pamphlets containing our debates, 
were firrulatcd by encouragement, and at the expence of government; 
for, till the honourable gentleman who fpoke I.:dl (ave one (M r. Winnington) 
mentioned the maga7.lnes in the Illanner he did. J have ftill been ufell to 
look Oil the pulJliOling tbl.:lJl as a mimllcrial projctl ; for J imagined that it 
being round impraCticable to make Ihe peopk buy and read the Gazetteer by 
itfclf, it was contrived fa that the writings of the other party, being print
ed in the fame pamphlet, it might be forne invitation to the public to look 
into the Gazetteer. and I dare fay, Sir. tbe run which the magazines have 
had, has been entirely owing to this firatagcm. The good and the bad are 
printed together, and people are by this meaos drawn in to read both. nut 
I think. it is now high time to put a ftop to the effects they may have, by 
coming to a refolution that may at leafi. prevent any thing being publiOICd 
during the time of our fitting as a houfe, which may be impofed upon the 
worJd as the language and words of gentlemen who perhaps never lpok.e 
them." 

The obfcrv.ltions of tIle minifter, and his reply to there invectives, which 
had little refc:rence to the fubjetl, was manly aod dignified. and bears all the 
il1ternal marks of authenticity . 

« Sir, you have with great juftice punilhed fome perfons for forging the 
sames Qf gentlemen on the backs of letters; but the abufe now complaine.d 
of is. I copceive. a forgery of a worre kind; for it t~ds to mifreprcfeot the 
fenfe of p;uliament, and impoCe upon the unoerftanding of the whole nation: 
It is but a petty damage tha.t can alife from a forgedfrank, when compared 
with the; infinite mifclliefs tbat may be deriveJ from·~ tb.is practice. I have 
F. fome debates of this houle, Sir, i~ which I h:n'e been made tel fjle.ak 
tie very· rt'verfe of what I meant. J have read others, wbereia aU the 
.... it, learning, and argument, bave been thrown inta o.oe '{ide. ··and on 
the other, nothing but wha.t wa5clo .... , mc:w, and ridiculow; and yet when it 
comes to the queftioD, the diywon has gone againft the. fide which, upon 

the-
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the face of the debate, had reaion ant.! Jull.icc to {uppor! il. So that, had 
I been a {hanger to 'the proceedings, and to the nature of I he argu· 
mc:nts themfelvcs, I muft have tbought this 10 have hC'cn ()ne of the mon 
contemptible affemblies on the f.'lC"c of the earth. What notion, then, Sir, 
can the public, who have no other mc:!.ns of being informed of the dcb::HCS 
of this houfe, than what the)' have from thde papers, entertaiu of the wir
dom and abilities of an afTembly, who are Tepre/coted to carry every point 
againft the ftrongefl: and the plllinctl argument and appearances. H owever, Sir, 
:\S I believe gentlemen aTC by tbi~ time Icnfil>le of the neccfiity of putting a ftol) 
to this pm8:ice. it will be quite unnccdfary for me to argue a point wherein we 
are all agreed. But I cannot help taking notice of one thing mentioned by the 
honourable gentleman who fpoke laft. finee ] WLlS the perron to whom he 
was pleafed to appeal. He mentioned that the hiftory of a whole parlia. 
lIlent had been printed. and fccmed to infinuate that people might make 
very free with parliaments. Really, Sir. I will be fa free as to own, that I 
do knolV of fuch a pamphlet being printed: nay, I belie,'c, ] know a little 
of the author, and the publication. But at the fame time, I know, Sir, that 
that was one of the woill houfts of commons that e\'er this nation faw; 
that they had a defigh to introduce the Pretender; that the}' had ap
proved of a fcandalous peace, and after the moil glorious war that was ~ver 
carried on; and had it not been for fame very favourable circumflancesl 

they would have fet alide the prefent happy dhbli(hment in his majefiy" 
perC on and family. I hope. Sir, no gentleman will find fault with any re
fle8 ions thnt could be tlirown out againft fuch a houfe of commons; I 
hope, likewifc, that no gentleman will pretend to draw any parallels betwUct 
their conduS: and our's. But, Sir, befidcs there confiderations. gentlemen 
are to reflect, that the parliament which was defcribed in that hiftory, had 
been difioived before the hinory itfelf was publiO,ed. And not only fo. but 
there is i noble lord· in the other 'houfe, who Can, if he pleafes, inform 
geQtlemen, that the author of that hifiory was fo apprehenfive of the confe· 
quences of printing it, that the prefs was carried to his houfe, and the copies 
printed off there. >+ • 

"This, I think, Sir, will be fufficicnt to (hew, that the author did not think 
himfelf out of danger, even though the parliament was diff'olv~. But I am 
not for carrying things to furh a length at prerent. It may be fufficient, if 
we come to a refolution to p~vent the publication of any part of our lio· 
cecd~ during the recefs, as well as the fitting of the parliament . As to what 

• Ptobably lord Cobham. 
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the bonourable gentIemnn fays, with regard to the magazines being publinled 
and diftributed by order, and at the expence of government, I don't know 
if he was rerious or not. If he was ferious, he muft hs.ve a very contempti_ 
ble opinion of the undt'rftanding of thore gentlemen, who have the honour 
to fClw his maJcny, if he imagines thn.t they would be fa weak as to propa
gale papers, every page ahnoft of which h!1d " direct tendency againft their 
own IOrerefi. If any gentleman will take the trouble, which, I own, I \'cry 
fclcJom do, to look inlo there mag:l.lines, he will find fOUT pages wrole againft 
the government for one that is in its favour; and generally the (ubject is of 
fuch 3. nature, as would be fe\'erdy punilbed under any other government 
than our own. If tlle honourable gentleman was not ferious, I think a 
more proper time might have -been dlOfcn for fhewing his' wit, thao while. 
we are confidel ing of the means of putting :l flop to a praCtice, which 
he himfc1f. and everv gentleman who (pok e ill this debate, Illlo.vs fo 
nearly to :lfl~ft. the dignity and priv ileges of th i., houfe. For my own: 
paTi. Sir, Jam cxtrlmcly indIfferent, what opinion lome gentlemen may form 
of the writeri in favou r ot the government. But, Sir. I 010111 never have the 
worfe opinion of them for that; there is nothing more cary than to rlli(e a 
laugh; it has been the common practice of all minorities when they were 
tlrivcn out of evt':ry other argumcnt. I Ib:li l ne,'cr be afraid to do what 
I think right, and for the fen"icc of his majefty and .my country. becaufc I 
may be laughed al. But really Sir, I win be fo free as to fay, that jf the 
v.ant of wit, learning, good manners, and truth, is a proper objet( of con~ 
tempt and ridicule, the writers in the oppofition fet:m to me to have a much 
better title to both, than thore for tbe government. No government, I 
will venture to fav. ever punilbed fo few libels, and no government ever had 
provocation to punilh fa many. I could name a government in this coun
t~, \Imler which thofe writings, which are now cried up, as founded upon 
the laws, and in the confiitution, would have been punifhed as Jjbels# even 
by the gentlemen who are now the w:u-meft &dvocates for the Jjberty of the 
prefs, and for fuffering the authors of thore daily libels that appear in print, 
topafs wit~impunity. But I~ alk pardon for whaf..~haye faid, that may 
appear foreign to the prcrent confideration; I WI., led to it by what had 
been tbrown out by the gentleman who (poke before." 

It was then unanimoufly reColved, u that it is a high indignity to, and a no
torious breach of the privilege of this boufe, for any news writer, in letters or 
other papers (as minutes, or under any other denomination) or for aoy printer 
or publifher, of any printed newfpaper of any denomination, to prefume to 
infert in the [aid letters or papers, or to give therein any account of the de 
bates, or other proceedings of this haufe, or any committee thereof, as well 
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during the tece[s, as the fill ing of pariiame'nt;. and that this haule will pro. 
ceed with the utmaft reverity <l.gainll: fuch otfend~rs .... 

It is remark.able th:lt this rdalurion. which at this time would be COIlJi. 

dcred as i\ grclt infringement of the liberty of the ptefs, and rotlfe the in
dignation of the public, paffed without:1 lingle ditfentingvoice, and with little 
public aniruadvcrfion. It is no lets remarkable, that not one of our hilla
rical wri(~rs hM taken the fmallcft notice of the deb:lte, which is tht" 
rellron why [ h:l\te deemed it not improper to give a place in thele memoirs. 
to a tranfutl:ion of fuch great I:irrorical importance. This refolution was not 
foHowed by the {maileR beneficial effects; on the contrary. it tcndo..:d onlr 
ftill farther to excite public curiofity, while it renu~r~d truth more difficult 
of a(;ccrs. It compelled tbe compilers of periodical publications to adopt a 
covert method of giving the dl.uates, which made it more cary to falfify 
them, and it is a weil known faa, that after this period, the accounts became 
leis authentic than before t. The Gcntleman'!; and the London Magazinewere 
at that period the principal vehicles of the parliamentary dt!bales. The 
Gentleman's Magazine pubJinled thl: dcbatcco; in the fcoate of Lilliput. under 
the names of Lilliput and Brobdingn:tg, and the London Mag:J.zine gave a. 
joumal of the proct"edings and debates in a political club, with ROlllln ap~ 
pcUation<;. Each mifceJlany afterwards explained there fictitious titleS in ad
vertifcmcnts atli.x.et.I Lo the l'e~.IC{tivc volumes. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-FIRST, 

ProCtedings in Pal'/;amenl ,.ela/lve to the. Sptlllifo Depredat;o/1s.-Ptlli;ons._ 
E,ramil/fltion of WitneJ]i:s.-CoJe. of Jmkim,-Reporl of the. Comm;ttee.-De
oates tlureoll.-Fir", and temperate C01l4uE/ of Walpole.-RefoMiolls of b0l4 
Roujrs. 

T HE remain~er of the f~ffion was principally devoted to the difcufIion 
, . of the Spanifh depredatIOns. ' 
On the 3d of March, the minority commenced their attack. A petition, 
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prepared with great art and afpe:rity, from divers merchants, pla.nters, and' 
othc~. trading to and interefteu in the BritiOl plantations in America, was 
prefcnted to the haule by aldermen Perry. recapitulating all that had 
paffcd in confequence of former applications, and declaring that the Spaniards 
fiiIl continued theil depredations, and carried them to a greater height than 
ever. 

Thi~ petition was referred to a committee of the wll01e houfe. Alderman 
Perry. who prefented it, moved that the petitioner;. fhould be heard by 
lhemfclves find t:oun[el. The fpeaker having obje8:cd, :10:. J. point of fOfm, 
that it never was the cuftom of the houfe to admit parties to be heard by 
themfe1"cs nlld (ounfd, proparcd an amenUlllcllt, br thcmfel\-es lir cGunCe!. 
,Sir John Barn:m.l and Sir William Wyndham ohjcthd to this amendment, 
as no leis captiom :l1lcl friYo\olls, than highly prcj uulcl.11 to the petitioners i 
the miniO:cr faid, " Sir, I mull: humbly lX'g le,Hc to difter from Loth the 
honollmlJle gentlclUclI_ TheJ udgrncnt which we OlOu kl form in this cafe, 
ought to be grounded on [.laS as they arc fairly rcprc1cnled, not a~ tbey ara 
artfully aggravated. Every gontlcman. 1 believe, from his bare f('ficcbon on 
the injuries our U1ercJl.lnts ha\'c received from Spain, feci., \\ithin his br('nft 
an indignation arire, which there is no occafion to incrcati: by the power of 
eloquence, or the arts of a 1awyer. When gentlemen lee an affair through 
the mii\; that paffion raifes before th.cir eyes, it i~ next to impoffibJe they 
fllOuld form a juO: judgment. 1 believe then: is fcarce any genLicman here, 
who is not acquainted with as much geogf:lphy, and as much of the hinor)'. 
both of Britain and Spain, as n\ay enable him, from a plain rcprercntation of 
faCts, to judge whether the allegations in this petition be true or fa.lfe . Now, 
Sir. are not the merchants themfdves the man proper to gin:: us this fC· 

prefentatian? Are they not moO: immediately inlcrcfied in the f:las? Where 
then, is the necemty of counfe!? Or what occafion is there (0 work 
upon the pafiions, where the head is to be informed? I believe, Sir, e,-ery 
gentleman will find his heart as much affected by the artle1s accounts of the 
fufferers themfelves, as by the ftudied rhetoric of the moft eloquent counfd. 
However. ~ir, I fl1all not take the liberty to make any motion on this head, 
but entirely fubmit it to gentlemen'S confideration." 

The anfwcr of alderman Willimot to thefe moderate remarks, will prove 
the temper by which the party in favour of the war were atluated. 

n Sir, 1 think. the petitionenl ought to have liberty to be heard, not only 
by thcmfelves and counCel, but if it were poffible that we (ould indulge th.em 
in other advantages, we ought to do it. To talk of working upon the paf, 
lions !-Can any man's paaiona be wound up to & greater height, can any 
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mao's indignation be more raired, than e.,"cry free-born Englilhman's mufl 
be, when he reads a letter which I received this morning. and which J 
have now in my h3.nd . This letter gives an account that feventy of our 
brave failors acc now in chains in Sp.1.in. Our countrymen in chains! 
and flaves to Spaniards! Is not this enough to fire the coldell:? Is not 
this enough [0 roure all the vengeance of narional refentmcnt? And Olall 
we fit here debating about words and forms, while the fufferings of our coun
trymen l.'ailioudly for redrers?" Notwithfl.:ulIJing thefeintemperarc effufions, 
tbe houfe agre~d to the amendment propofed by the li'leaker, that the com
mittee fhould be inflruttcd to admit the petitioners to be heard. if they 
thought fit, by themfclvcs or counfe!' 

OLl the fame day, other pclition'!. were prefcnted. and rc(crr~d to II. com
mitt ee of the whole haufe, in the fame manner -as that of the merchants. 
Sir J ohn Barnard. after inveighing ngainfr thefe unjuft feizures and dc-prcda
tiom, and Ibling tbe ncceffilY of preventing [hem.in future, moved for an 
addrcfs to the king. U That he would be gracioufly plcaft:d to gi\'e <lirec
tions for laying before the houfe, copies or extracts of the ievcral petitions, 
rt:prel~llt :llions. memorials, ,md all other papers relati ng to the Sp::milh de
predations UjXlfl the Britilh ftlt~etts, which had heen prefentcd to his ma
jefiy, or delivered to either of his majefi.y's princi pal iecreraries of fiate fince 
M idfummer laft; togt:ther with copi!!'!. orcxtrafu of (uch memorials or rcprc
fcnt:lrions, as had rn.."t:n made either to the king of Spain or his minill:ers. 
and the anfwers returned by them to the fame ; and together with copi~~ or 
exrracls of tbe lett ers written to his majdl.y's minifi~r at Mldrid. with the 
anfwas recl.!i\'ed from bim, relating to the faid depredation~." 

This motion brought on a long and warm debate, in which the cruelties 
and infuits of the Spaniards, and the pufiIJanimiry of the Britilh c:lbinet, 
were equally exaggerated. The minUler. ever anxious to avoid any violent 
refolurions, which might offend the irritable temper of the court of Madrid, 
and particularly to decline entering upon rhe queftion concerning the right 
claimed. by the Spaniards, of (earching for illicit goods, nated the difficulty 
and delicacy of his fituat ion, either in oppofing or concurring with the mo~ 
tion. By oppofing it, be was in da,nger of becoming obnoxious to the 
public, and by his concurrence, might ad ngainft his own judgment" and the 
interefts of the king, which are always infeparable from thofe of the nation. 
He then adverted to the danger of creating a mifunderl\a.nding between 
the crown and parliament, if the 'commons ihould ' call for papers, which 
fuould be deemed improper for communication: Although he was for 
trc&tiDg all the cla.ims of Spain as unfoundeO, yet he wa,s apprehenG'ie that 
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(m:) difficult;.: .. Inight nri fl: in rdiRing them. O,! would require much ad~ 
cluj; and wil(J"m to n ' l. lUVl', The ki ng had, hy th e m oll: pruJent me. 
th od;; of !)cgo li.Hil)Jl, cndeavourcu to reconcile the inl !.!rdh oj the kinguonl 
wi th it " peaL"; Md the pn:rl!n t was the criticJ.I period \\,h ... 1\ the ctTdh of 
IhOI{' Ill'ciuti.ttlOn<i were to take place, 

H c owned that tbc Brit ifh m C'rchnllts :ltld rcarnen had becn often t rcatl..'<l 
mollunju(Hy :;'Lnd inhumanly hy the Spanifh guarda CO(LlS, and lh :l.~ ha th 
the honour and in tcrc{t of the nllion were ueeply concernl'd in oLtJ.ining 
reparation tilr fuch injuries, and a prnpcr fe rurilY in future i at t he [!Ill[' 

1 ime, he dedan::d thilt ret.:our1i! oughl not to be had to arms, whik thell' 
\Va!> any pro1i>ct\. of obtaini ng re<1reie; in a pcaceaLk manller . 
. .. It is without douht," he laid, "a vcry popular \.\:\}' of arguing. t o talk 

highly of tlu,: l,onou r, the courage, ami lh" l'uj1aiv ]' p O Wl:!' (II thj ~ llatiol1; 
anti, I belie".:. I hasc a:: gOv~1 .1, 1 opinion of I he htJllPur, courage, and 
puwer of t hi!. nM inn, a~ any man can, or ought to 113\ 0,: ; bu t other 1l.\1 i,lJ:, 

.Ilun he fuppofed to Jm"c honour as wdl as we, anti a ll nations gt.'IIl'faJly 
1!;J.ve a greal opin ion oflllei r courage ami power. If \\c illOulJ (Oille to:m 
open rupture with Spain. we might in all probability have liJc al.hant~gl' . 
but vi8:ory and fUCCi.:f::. do not always attend upon til;! t iit.!c whic.h iccl1l::' 
to be the moft powerful. Therefore, an open ru.pru re, or ucdarcd W3r be
tween two potent nations, mufl: always be allowed to be nn n1fJ.ir of the ul
m a R imparlance to both j and as this may be the COll!cquencl.: of our prc~ 
fent deliberations, we ought to procted with great (oolne(s, and with the: 
utmon.. caution .... 

He nex t rc{'apitulated the lale treaties and tran(aB:: ions with Spain. and 
endeavoured to prove, that the inflexibi lity of rhe Spalliards ",;j ~ owing to 
the perplexed (late of affai r<> in Europc, finc~ the treat), of Sc\' illc, which 
had prevented the meeting of the eotpmiffioners for finaUy adjulling tbe re. 
fpctlive I~l'etcn{jons of the two countries. He ohfen'cd, that the claims of 
the Engliih were not confirJercd, either at home or abroad, to be fo clear as 
'they were there repre(entcd. He attempted to !hew, that the Spaniards 
llad hitherto done .as much to fatisfy the Englifh fuft'erers as could well be 
expetled, that the difiance between Madrid and the Weft Indies was conti. 
derable. that the Spaniih governors were extremely infolent, and not [ub~ 
jed to fufficient cantrou], and that therefore it was no wonder jf the crown 
fometimes found difficulties in bringing them to IUron. 

He gave fome WlMces of lbips that had been WlConditionally releaf«l 
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by the Span;ards, of others~ on giving focurity to nand trial whether they 
haa been engaged in illicit trade; and he meolionr>d fev .... "'! uthofe cl.'\illls 
..... ~re likely to be fMisfied •. 

H,e did not, howevcr, intend to appofe the communication of paper.:; ill 
general. but only of rome, which if made public, might occafion much ill
convenience. He frankly acknowledged, that the bfl. an(wer from the Spa
nifh court was unfatis6.B:ory, and that if it Ibould be communic:ltcd to the 
houfe. and from thence, as mult unavoidably happen. to the publi<-", the moR 
fatal confequences might be produced. That not\\ithfb.nd ing the har1h~ 
ne(s of that anlwer, the minifhy 'had (ent to the court of Madrid rome pro. 
pofitions w.ch might tend to foften matters. He faid, if they were not 
foon anfwe. to' the fatisfat\:ioh of the king, he himfelf would mO\'e that 
every paper relating to Spain fhould be laid before the lIoure, but that till 
that anfwer arrived, it wo~Jd be improper to comply with the motion. 

He concJuded hy moving as an amendment, the omiffion of " "anfwct:i 
from the court of Spain, and the Britifh minifler at Madrid," This cantlid 
and modcrJ.te 41eech, which was peculiarly adapted to the temper of the 
hou fe, who were not inclined to reject the whole motion, and which pro\'cd 
that he did not willi to prorraCl: the inquiry longer than prudence aed policy 
-directed, had a due efft:Ct:. The temperate rC'prcfentation of the minifter, 
ably enforced by H orace 'Valpole. Sir 'Villiam Yongc, Henry Pelh:lm. 
and Sir Charles '''ager, prevailed over lhe more yiolent counfcls of the op
pofition, though (?pported by all the eloquence and abilities of Pultcllcr. 
Sir .John Barn:ud. and Sir William Wyndham. The original motioll, as pro
poICd by Pulteney, was negatived by a majority of 164 againrt 99. and t~c 
.amendment, as propofCd by the minilter, carried without a (ji\'i li oll t· 

The triumphall!;' majority with which this Gudlion was Gmied. w.\'; pro
duttive of no effcnti:t.l advantage to the cnu(e which \.y:z.lp(,!e \lias fo anxiolls 
to Cuppert. While the attt'mpts wcr,; Olakir.g to adjuft tbe djft~ren ccs with 
Spain, and while the court of Madrid feemed inclined to 1l1:1ke due repara
tion for the injuries complained of, Sir Thomas l ;'it7.gerald, or, as he is u(ua.Uy 
called, Don Thofu:ls Geraldina, the Spanilh minill:cr. was employed ill' fo":' 
menting the lliftu'rbances and inflaming the puhlic dilaontents. He cabal. 
led with the leaders in oppofilion, and acqu.1.inted them with the , iccret in
furmation which his inftruCl-ions or his correlIluntlo.=nce eO'lhlcd him to.) COlll

municate. He did not befitate to affert openly that "he Englifh miuiflrv 
impof~ upon the people, in pretending that the court of S}Xlin would .be 
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indinetl f!l recede, in the fmaUeft de~, from the claim of {earchin, aU !hips 
which tailed ncar thcir coafh in America. His intemperance gave gre<'l~ ad· 
vantages to 0PPofition; and in the courre of the debates in both houles. 

-many fufu were difclofcd by tile members of char parly, which ought to ha\'c 
been cvnllncd to the cabinets. The 'minillry .. having Coon difcovercd by whore 
means they ohtained paffeffion of thofe has, complained of hi'i imprudence, 
:md dcfired Mr. Keene to lay the indecency :md confcquences of his con
duCt before the court of Madrid, But Geraldina hold Cruflrated the cfreds 
of'thefe reprcfcntations, by lbring, that the views and princspI~. even of the 
minifier himfe1f. and the moil. pacific p:ut of the Englifh ~governmcnt. were 
abfolutcly inconfiftent with every maxim of the SpaniOl mon.u.hy, and all 
the fecurily of its trade. This information, found a ready bcliljat Mat.lrid~ 
l:Ind their minifi:ers, through Grr.l.ldino's advice, became pt.rfu.ldeil, th:u they 
could oot be (0 effeauaUy ferved as by fomenting and encouraging the dif. 
contents of tht;; lJeople of Englaud GglLinfr thelI governmcnt -. 

At this period the houfe was daily mundated with petilions and papers 
relating to the inhumanities committed upon the Englifh prifoncrs taken Oil 

board of trading vdfcb. They reprefented thefe prifoners as not only in· 
fulted and piUaged, but compelled to work in the Spahith dock yards and. 
fortifications, with iroDs upon their legs, fubfi1l:tng upon loatbfome provifions, 
and overrun with vermin, frequently tONured and imprifoned in dungeons. 
Several captains and other reamen were examined at the bar of the haufe, ami 
if full credit be given to the witneffes, the fafts were unqucftiona.bly proved ; 
but their evidence muil be r.ecdved with great caution. They were not ex· 
amine<! upon oath, and were not confronted with any teftimony on the 
flde of the Spaniards. They were induced by their own interefts, and by the 
hopes of obtaining reparation. to cx~ggerate their injuries. They fa.w that it 
was popular to inveigh againft the Spaniards, and were encournged to render 
a difaftrous talc more difaftrou~; they were taught to believe, that if they m.we 
good their aHq,ations, the minifter who had tamely fuffered Cuch oppreffions 
would be .removed, and that his [uccefi"ors would aWith luch vigour as tl> 

~ tbe king of Spain to indemnify them for tbeir'aIICs ahd fulferin!:, t. 
The ~ptaias and [eamen who appeared at the bar of'the ho.ufe~ gave ·the 

Doft. exagprated accounts of the jD~lts ~itted and exercifcd. by the 
Spantards i and~ man)' rdated the mod .uu:mlble tales of horror, which were 
implicitly believed, almoft in propor1km to their abfurdity. 

Amon.& thofe who wen: enmi .. d, and whofe flory f«med to make tho 
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deepen imprcffion. was one J enkins : This' 'man was capt"'i n of the ,Rcbecr:l., 
a trading veCfd; he faih:d for j amll.ica. in the brgtnlling of , 1 731, and was 
boarded by a guarda. colb, ,and treated with mucb iorult and indignity. 
In the accoUllt which was given nt the time. by the periodical papers and the 
p:ullphlf'ts of 0Rpnlition, the Spl.nj(b cJ.pt.lin is reported to have put the 
men to the tonure, to have hanged \lP Jenkin:. three times, once with the: 
cabin boy at hi!> feet, and then (0 ha\'c cut uff am: of his CJ.r~. :ll1d hid him 
carry it to his king. Oll his arri\":J i.n £ng\,md, .Jenkil\) j" fJ.iJ to !la.'c 1;011(: 

to court, and l.ud his cafe before the ktng, and :1.'> rume compe!1fation tor his 
treatment, or to~paciry him, to have bl..'ell apvointctl captain of an EaR: 
J,ndiaman ". 

This ridiculous flory, wbich Burke juftly Cllls, " The Fablt of J enkin<" I 
cars," feems to have made little imprcffion at the time, but it was nov/ 
rcyjn:d with additional circumflances of cruelty and illfult; and J enkins 
\\-as produced at the bar of the houf~« commons. to give an acc~unt <>f a 
tranfaltion which had ba~pened feven years before t. 

According to contemporary a(.counts, after relating the tran[aClion~ with. 
many aJJitionl1 circ).1mfianC08 of infutt and barbarity, he dilplayed the ear, 
which he had preferved. as forne aff'ert, in a box~ and others in a bottle, af
ferting, that after ftaring it off, the Spaniard had [aid to him, II Carry it t$ 

your king. and tell his majeft:y that if hl! were prefcnt J would fen'e him in 
the fame manner," Hi~ evidence is mentioneiJ a~ a rnGdel of Noble }imp/friIJ. 
One point, in particular, was oftentatioufly circlliat(!d. Being, :liked by a. 
member what he thol1ght when he found himfclf;n the hands of fuch a bar-. 
bari.lll, he replied, U I recommended my foul to God, and my caufe to my 
country.'} Thefe words, and the difplay of hi~ ' e::u. 1.t'!/;r!J. ';TIII/,' ~p in 
("OIlOH, Ire ahvl1'jI carritd about him, filled the houh' with illdjgn~tj\lu . 

• Ge.odc{J\ll.o.'s ~agaziJle lOr 173 I. Cra(rI·· 
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PUUICn<, ;\lid other:., 11'lJ111e; 10, :uuJ IntercCted 
If\, thc Brltllli plantatwns ill t\ lm:ri":l, in Ix: 
lulf of thcmfd .. ,..,. Illld.J'!Pll" "Iher~. is n:kr-
11:1.1." Ihlt ()II TII~fddy tl~ ':U !'J IllOt i. 11 • 
£;;..,brr mwtiull or Jeukilw. 
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TOe efret\' of this ric1iculol's fiory II on the nation at large, wns propor _ 
tionate to the impreffion of horror nnd veogco.lnce it creatt:d in the haute of 
commons. It was made til(' vt:hic1e of pop\.lbr frenzy, :lOll fo highly in
ftamed the ptlblJc mind, that Pol~eney declared in parliament, the vcry n ':UllC 

flf Jenkins would mife yolunteerS't 
When the nation was irritated by thefe eX:1ggerated llCCOlmts a.nd un

warrantable artifiC"es, to the higheft degree, the bufincfs was rcfumed by the 
commons. On the :4oth of M:lrch(~l!fman Perry fubmittcd to a committee 
of the whole houfe, a report which was calculated to aU~ll1cnt the general 
indig.ation. Aftl.!T the examinations of fl.'Vcral witneffcs, Murray, after
wards e!lrl of M amfield , \\as ht:ard as counfd for the petition, Jnu ruppOrtcd. 
with unufual eloqu~ncc, the jtlflice of the complaints. 

Pulteney then roCc, and in a fpeech of great kngth. fpirit, :lud penpicuity,o 
expati:lted on the amazing inftances of cruelty, barb,mty, nnd injufiice, 
pro~ed at the bar to have been exe~ifed on the king' ~ fubJeCl:s.; he flat ed 
the rights:of the Britifh nation, which hrutbeen controverted and infringed' 
hy the Sp!lni:uds, and on which he propofed to found his motion j the 
r~ht of free navigation to every part of the- American fcas, provided the 
ibips do not touch at any ports poffeffed by the Spaniards; the right of 
,arrying all forts of goods, mercham..lile, or effeCts. from one part of the 
'Britith dominions to the other; to cut logwood in the bay 9£ Campcachr~ 
and to gather falt on the ifland of Tortuga. H e concluded, by propofing: 

• See Genttema"'s MJ&a'tinc for July 17)6-
• Where it is (aid, that thc Sl'tlIIJ/A Captain wu 

a Lllliputiln, (Ergl,fo) kellC"gJdQ -lAndon 
Magnmc. - Chandler. -Smolle!" vol. J" 
p. Iq.-Bdfbam, vol :1. P.3.-TlfYall E -
wards'.s JliRalY of the Bliulh Wclt Ind\u, 
1'01. "p. '4+ Voltaire. who nevu fpolis a 

~. Aary in the telling, fays,. "Le capitaine 
.. Efpagllol n1l.il faifi Ic val tr("'llJ dc lcnkms, 
." misl'cquiVllgc II\lX (en, I l l/fbI ft IItZ rt 
"("11,.'/'1 I'irrditJ a .. fMIIWI. I!tl cct eral Je"o 
k .th fc plcfrl1lll ~u pariemcllt. .5cl." Hiftoi« 
dc la Guurc de IHl. 

'r~pe has thus ludicroufl)' mcntioned the incidf!.lt • 
• .. The Spaoi.atW. own tlw:y did 3 waggiffi fbii; 

" Who I;ropt our an, alld f("nt tbcrn 10 tM ." 

In {pitt of rbeft' .nthoriti~, I am. indined to genrilJhommu ob .. bord dc '(on nif-
~.e credit to tbe fugii;cftion of Tindal, .. Ihat {eau, Ics laUra faNl m:mgu ptndant d("ux jour&, 
Jenkins I.jl iii fer, ~. PM' if Iw ttl"; M DPfIII,wr pou, leur cllorqllcr UDC nllUljon: mais. com
f€UI!~., and pretcnded it had been cut 08' by mc cd: cs¢dinlt nc lut reulUl pas, illOUpa .. 
the crcw of a gumta colla." vol. :1? p. 37:1. I'un de. dell x l~ OIciDes ct Ie nez, et Ie (or~., 

.It would be unj\lll: to the Spaniards DOt to k: COUfau fur Ie- gorge. de its (l14njer' pro
, memlon, ill 1M, 'Place, a COunter Aory, which deli, qui, {Ins tonrredit, mrl tou Ia '.E.~

wat po k& bel,c"ed. in 5plin than the "fable ~ol' en drnir d'urer de rq,rKaiRcsi .um en 
of 1crJ.ins!a an" in EnglAnd. .1 Un Capt_ ur~~nl Us i la rigueur." 'l1iftofft d'u Mt~if
!aine Ana-tois. llpth a.oir, par un trait de per- I~re du chevalier .Robert Wal*- tom. '1:. 

"B4lI,.tt fouIl'CetCJrtede COZD.mtrtc,io.viftde'\lx p. 408. 
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• fet of refolutions. calculated to affert thcfe rights in the man: unequivocal Chapter s. 
and fpecific manner. 17J8.. 

The minilkr t.w and appreciated the deep impreffion whie! the: fpcech L_ 
. . r . r I · I · I -vtdlpolt'S bad made upon the hOUle, .md tbe m:lnncf.lQ winch be anlw~ret It, p am Y amC"ndment. 

!hewed the embarraflment under which he laboured. HI! [ald. he did not. 
pretend to caU in quefiion 'any of tbe rights and prIVIleges which the honour-
able .gentleman had been pleafed to enumerate; this n.lUon had an iodifpu-
table tille to them,. no Brit;fh {ubjeCt would pretend to l.ontrovcrt anyone 
of them; and he fu o\lJd be as zealous for defend ing them as the ho .. 
nourable gentlema.n himfdf. But though ruch was his opinIOn. yet he 
woulll not agree that they ought to be "lndicated and aficrted by the:: .l-oufe 
in the manner now propafed , becaufe no Britirh. fubJeCt could call them, 
in quef1:ion; and any refd!utions made by that houte would not bind 
foreign powers. He next contended, that the paffing of f\J<.h r:folutions 
would be not only unneceffary but prejudicial. For although there rights 
were [ecured by the b w of nations, or by folemn trealies, yet they had 
never been explicitly acknowledged by Spain, e"cepting in foch general 
terms. and by fuch general words, as only conveyed an implied conceffion, ' 
in the fame manner ili we potfdfed Jamaica, But as thefe general words were 
as fecure and indiijlUtabk as the ll10tt exprefs dedar.tlion, be entreated the 
houle not to pars any refolutions which would preclude the minifters from 
propofing or accepting any Cuch general acknowledgments and conceffions, 
The refolutions propoCed would cramp the negotiation~. now carrying on; if 
Spain did not accede to the Cpecific terms, it would occanon a rupture be. 
tween the two nations, and render peace un:l.ttain3.ble, until one of the p:lr-
tics was wholly fubdued . Jt would be as eafy, he faid, to force them to fign 
a carte blanche. as to compel them to make Curn particular conceffions as 
were mentioned in the reColutions ; and as the rights in difpute with Spai" 
might be as fullr fecured by general wOrds in a future treaty uhy p.lfticular 
declarations, he faw no !\iCon for precluding the poffibiliry of fuch a treaty, 
which might attain aU .. eoos propofed by the refolutions, and avoid aH 
their inconveniencies. 

" For thn reafonr he fard, U I {ball be againft our.coming to any l»' 
remptory refolutions, with refptct to any of the particular rights the Spa-. 
niards now pretend to (ootenj but I {ball moil readily agree to any motion 
that can be pro,Pofed, for ihtWiDg it to be our opinion, that our merch:l.nts 
have fully proved their loBes, and that the depredations that have been COIll

mitl:§d are rontrarv to the law of nations) coutrary to the treaties fubfif1:ing 
. b&twecn 
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Period V11. between We two, crowns ; in fhort, that they are every thing bad, and with· 
1737101742. out the lcaO:. pretence or colour of Juftice. nlis, 1 fay, I Olall maft wil · 
'=-~ J eling1y agroe to, becaufe I think the petitioners have fully pro\'ed tbe alJega-

tions of their petition; I think they have fully proved, that the fUbjea:, of 
thi s kingdom have met with fuch treatment from the Spanifft guarda calUs, 
and governors in America, as defcn'cs the highcfi relentmcnt. But fliH. 1 
think, if proper fatisfuCl ion and full reparation can be obtained by peaceable 
means, we ough t not to involve the 1).3.[100 in a waf, from the event of which 
we have a gl\!3.t deal to fe:u i and tnt" ulmoR we can hope for from the moll: 
uninterrupted fucccfs, is :l proper f.l.tlstJ.8:ion for pall injuries. and a proper 
fecuri}y againft our mttting with any fueh hereafter, both which v.e are 
bound to tl.ink there arc fuJI hopes of gaining by negotiation; beeaufc, if 
;t had been otherwill:, his nUJefly would cedainly h.we acquain ted us wi th 
it, and havt" ddired us to rn'nJ:;: for obtaining by force, what he faw v..1S 

not to lJe otherwilc obtained, .... 
He concluded by offering an'amendment, which adopted only the firft fen

teoce of the propafed re[olutions, "That it is the o;Lt ural and unuoubted right 
of BritHh fubjects to faa with their fhips on a.ny part of the fcas of Amen{Ol 
to and from any part of his majcfly's dominions." {iter this (entenee the 
1l1inifter propoft.d to infert, "That the freedom of navlg.1tion and commerce, 
which tbe (ubjeCts of Great Britain h:l.ve an undoubted right to by the law of 
nations, and which is Dot in tbe leaft refrrained by virtue of any fubGfting 
treaties, has been greatly io.terrupted by the Spaoiards, under pretences al
together groundlcfs and l.llljuft. That before 3D-d fince the execution of the 
treaty of Seville, and the declaration made br the crown Qf Spain purfuant 
the.cunto. for the fatilofaEtion and fl!curity of the com~erce of Grea.t Britain, 
m:my unjuft feizures and captures hnve been made. :l.Od great depreciations 
committed by the Spaniards, which have been attended with Olany infUnces 
of unheard qf cruelty and barbarity~ That 'the frequent appiio.tions made 
to the court of Spain. for procuring juftj~e and Catisfuttion to his majcfty '5 
injured fuqjed.s. for bringing the offenders to condign puni01ment, .and fOl 
preventing the lik.e abufes in future, have proved vain and ineffetlual; ~d 
the f.cveral orden. or ~ulas, granted by the king of Spaih, (or rc::ftitution 
inc! reparation of great \oii:s fuftaincd, by the unlawful and UllW",,,,,,able 
rei<u= and .;apturcs JTll>Ik by .he Spaniards, have be<a dilobey~ by tll<: 
SjlIII1ilh i"vernon, Q< totdly .. adod and eluded. And that thef • ...,Im", 
~ dcpre<lilioIU have beou carried on 'Q the gR.t lor, and d...,.. of the 

• Cbaoc11tr. 
fubjcfu 
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Cuhjctb of Great Brit:un tradj,ng to America, and in itir.::&' "iolation' of the CmplC' 5h 
treaties Cubfiftiog between the two crowns -." 17]8. 

There a.mendments occafioned a long and \'ellemcnt debate, which, accord· ~ 
iog to .the opinion of a contemporary author, U is grof!tly mifteprefcntcd in ~tf~lI~,on. 
the palliamcntary collc:tl:ions of tlmt time." The gentlemen in oppofition ~;n~ 0IJ't-. 

had not ftudicd the term of contraband goods with fufficient precifion. and \ 
they confounded thcm with illicit goods. The difference between the inten~ 
tion and meaning of the trea.ty concluded with Spain in 1667. amI th:lt of 
1670, was ' not fufficiently defint"d; the former relating to the European 
commerce, and the latter rc::fi.nch-d folcly to the American. Neither was 
there fuffitient foundation for a houfe of parliament to aifert thll right which 
the Engtifh had of cutting logwoocl. in the bay of-Campeachy, and it waS 
(ectai .. that that right had ~ot only been warmly conteRed by the Spaniards' 
in former negotiatiom, but had been tacitly given up b'y fame of the Englilh 
minill:ersJ and the who1e of it was abforutely inconlillent with the intereft 
of the South Sea company. It was maintained by Sir Rol)ert Walpole and 
his friendi, dunng the courfe of .the debate, that the refolutions moved for 
oy him, contained all that could be rcafonably expected from Spain at lhat 
time; and that whatever claims the Englin) had to lands in the province of 
Jucutan, or to cut logwood in the bay of Campeachy, or to other privileges, 
chher of pofi"dfion or navigation, it could not be affet\:cd or weakened by 
the amendment; which, after a long and {harp deb:lte "to was carried without' 
a divifion. ' When the refolution, amended in the committee. was reported 
to the houfe by alderman Perry, the minority propoft-d that it Iltould be re~ 
cotDjIlitted, hut the motion was negatived by 22.4 againfi: 163 t. Then 
aldermah Pcny propoftd, and carried an addreCs, " hefceching the king to ute 
hIS endeavours to obtain effeCl:ual relicf for his injured fubjeCl:~. and to con~ 
vince the court of SpaiD [hat hc could no longer Cuffer fuch conR:mt and re-
peated infults and injurieJ, to the di(holl.our of his crown. and . to the ruin 
of his trading fuqjech; aifuring the king. that ihould hi, friendly in.tances 
for pnxuring juftice, and for the future fecurity of their navigation and com-
merce, which his people have an undoubted right to by trealies and the law 
of na.tions, fail of fuecefs. the boufe will effectually fuppert his rotljefty 
in takWg fudl rneafures as honour and jufiicc fhall make it necdflUV to 
purf"" §." . 

The great obje6: of the minii\er in moviog his amendment, wu to pre- RerolutiOns 
of the l...oldlo 

• Chandler, p. 20'" 
• TIDdaI. TaL:a.o. p. 374-

: JotJmab • 
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vent any mention of not fearching £hips~ 'which he well knew would never be 
agreed to by Spain. But he had no ~fon to boaft of his viCtory, for on 
the fame day, the houfe of lords, I1frer a Jong debate, voted refolutions much 
ftronger than tbofe which paffc:d. tbe commons, and what rendcred this cir
cumtlancc more extraordinary wa~. that the rninifterial party feemed to have 
almoft adopted the arguments of the oppofitlon , and to have employed all 
the violent c.;<preffions of thofe who wifhed to bring on a war. The lords 
not only atferted the undoubted right of Great Bmain to navigate on the 
American fo.::a50, bUl alfo I< to carryall forts of goods and mercb:mdife, or cf
fefu, from one part ofJiis majefty\ dominions to any other part thereof, and 
that no goods, heing fo carried are, by any treaty fubliiling between the 
crowns of Great Britain and Spain, to be dec:meu or taken :b contraband or 
prohibited goods; nnd that the Ic.trching of fut.h fhips, on the o[x;u fea~. 
l.Jnder pretc:nee of their .carrying contlab..'lnd or prohibited goods, Is a ;;W: 
lltlon and inn-attlon ot the treatiet (ubtifilOg between the two crowns· ," 

Thefe rcfolutioll5 were formed into an addreE, promifing the moll: efi'l'c
tual rupport, fhould the king's inllanc:cs fail of having a oue effect on the 
crown of Sp3in. • 

The king fanEtioned thefe nrong refolutians by :l no lefs {hong reply: 
~, 1 am fcnfibly tou('bed with the manyhardlhips and injuries fuRained bymy 
ttllding [ubjeth in Amerira, from the cruelties :lOd unjuft depredatiolls of the 

,Spani::ml!. You may be afl'ured of my care to procure fatisfaClion and re· 
paration for tne loff'es they ha"c already Cuffered, and fecurity far the frec:, 
c;Iom of navigation for the future j and to maintain to my people the full 
enj..)yment of.aU the rights to which they are entitled by treaty.and the la.w 
of nntion:>, I doubt not but I OlaU have · your concurreQCe for the fupport 
of {uch WC:lfUTC!o :lS mn)' be nccctfnry for that purpofe t." 

As the publiC mind became more and 'more cxali'lCrated againll:.SfXlin. and 
as the pufllianimity of the minifier bec:tme the conIl:ant object of popular 
invctt~\'e, tile Opparltlon determined to exert one great effort to bring on im
mediate ho-niiitle" and to prccluue the miniftet from availing himfclf of the 
intervol.! whicb was frill Jeft open fdr ·nrgotiatibn. Pulteney, who conductro 
this Whole bpfinefs with great addrefs ~od ability, was tho organ- of rhe mino
rity. H e moved to bring in a bill under the plaufib1e title of efteetually le
turing' ind encouf:lging the trade to America. It was to revive patt of two 
acts, paired in the .feign pf qLOeO An.ne, and in effed, if carried.: q w.ou1d 
have amounted to a dl."Clarauon of war, and tended to intolve f:he cOllntry 

... Lords' pl-hata. t Tmdal, vol.':ao. p. 3n. ' Lcda' ~!tl • 
with 
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with :111 the commercial nation<; in Europe. The intention of the act was. to 
give the propert}' or all priz.e~ taken from the Spani.l.nl~, after a dccl:u,uion 
of war, to the officers and [camcn prercnt in the aRion i he-;vi money. or [. s. 
for every Spaniard made pri(imer at (t::1, W.lS to be granted to the railor'\; ami 
the pr0perty of all places taken was to he vdled. by the ling's patellt, 
in the c:tplars. 

During its progrcis. the mininer attacked It with great l1:rength of argu~ 
mcnt. He cnuc;\\,oureti to n,cw ils impropriety at this junA tm', and pointctl 
out the injufiicc of partii' ular part". 011 the nrH. cllutc he ob!c]"wd," ThJt 
3 S the bill then fioed, if hoflilities v.cre immediatd)· to commence ag:tinft 
Spain, and a fqu:\i1ron of EngliO\ nlips were to lake the whole Plate fi l'ct 

or flotilla of the Spaniards, with aU their rt'giaer £hips, it would become the 
property of the Englith [eamen, though lt wa .. notorious that not one·fifth 
part of'th:lt trea!ur.:, in reality, belonged to the Spaniards, btlt wac; the pro· 
perty of the Frt:nch, the Dutch, and other tmcling nations or Eurllpe. " 

To the claulc for gl"3.nting head mone), hI.! made no obje[tjon; he thought 
it jult and rcafonable I hat fhe f:li/ors in caCe of a w;!.r Ihould have fudl 
encouragement, and declared that he would willingly conCUr in anr Illation 
for tbat purporc. 

The third claufe he conceived to be hig,ldy dangerous. becaufe it would 
effectually preclude the condullon of a f.l.fl: amI honomable pacification; 
as in all negotiations fur peace. fome places on both fides ar.: u[ually renored 
to facilirate the accommodation, which could not be effeCteJ if the king. by 
letters patent, fhould part with the property to private owners. In oppo. 
lition to this c1autc he urged, th:1.t the bill. ifpafii.-d in the prefent form, 
would be attended with the total ruin of the Briri{h commerce in EuJ 
rope. It muIl: gi .. ·c fo great an alann to the French for their property, which 
is even greater than that of the Spaniards on board of the galleons, that 
they would not hefitate taking part with Spain, and joining their whole navoll 
force to convoy the Spanifh merchant fleet tq.thc ports of Europe. 

" But a more material confideration £liB remained i mon of the French, 
Dutch, and Daniili property at fea, was inCured in England or Holland 
in time of peace, and therefore the lofs, in bEt, mull: fall upon the Britllh. 
and Dutch infurers. as they could have no pretext to indemnify the French 
.. nd other nations for the loifes they would fuftain; fo that the bill, if paired 
into a law, might ruin the Dutch as well 3.S the Britilh infurers." 

He dcfired the houle to confider, in fuch an event, what mufl be the 
cafe of t.be Britifh merchanta then refiding in Spain, their perfons, the)r nlips. 
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and their properties,:lll which the Spaniards would certainly (equefter. "What 
muft the Dutch:' (aid he, " think of futh a bill? Or what power in Europe 
can be our he:my friend, (llould it, at this time. pafs into a law -," 

In the courfe of the debates many pt:rfonal reflections, highly injuriow 
to Ius chara[ter, were cail on the minifl:er, and a bitter altercation arore 
between llim and Pulteney, who was 100.d ly called to order. and obliged to 
acknowledge, that the warmth of his tempcr had tranfported him to ufe 
(orne unguarded expreffions. fo~ which be teftified hi~ concern. 

In an[wer to thofe who alledged he was afraid of'a war, becaufe peace was 
his only Cafety, Walpole obferved, U It is but a mean excufe for a minifter, 
when a wrong ftep is made in government, thd.t he is not accouotable for the 
events of meafures that never were advifed by him, and in which he was 
over-ruled by his fuperiors. I have always difdained thofe mean fubferfuges ; 
and with what face can I appear aga.in in this houfe, jf full and ample fatis
faCtion is not made, or at leaR if we do not do our utmofi to obtain it, 
either by fair and peaceable means., or by exerting all our ftrength, in cafe a. 
war becomes ncce{fary. If my county fhould call mc to account. I would 
wjllingly take upon me the blame of e\'cry ftep that has been made by the 
government, fiDce 1 had the honour to enter into the adminlfiration. M to 
tbe common notion of a minifter's being afraid to enter upon a war, I do 
not underftand upon what it can be grounded. For my part, I could never 
iCe any clufe, either from rwon or from my own experience, to imagine 
that a minifter is not as fafe in time of war, as in time of peace. Nay, if We 

are to judge by reafon alone, it is the interefl. of a minifier, confcious of any 
mifmanagemc:nt. that there Jhould be :l war j becaufe by a W3.r. the eyes of 
the publJc are diverted from examining into his conduct; nor is he account. 
able for tbe bad fuccefs of a war, J.~ he is for tuat of an adruiruftmtion t. n 

The bill was negatived by a large majority t. 
.A. few days. after this debate, the feffion was elofed by prorogation. 
Th\IS was concluded this difficult feffion, in which the mini1l:er contrived 

<to place the difputes WIth Sp3.in on fuch a footing as to give an opening to 
an amicable negotiation, during the courfe of wbilh, he trufted that a. due 
mixture of vigour, moderation, and forbearance would induce the court of 
Madrid to agree to fuch conditions, as would fatisfy the Englilh nation, 
might RR:ore harmony, and prevent a rupture. Therefolutionsoftbe hoWe 
of comn\O!l! w= iranljnitted to l\'Ir. Keene, to lay before the king of SpaiD; 

t Jb<l. 
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letters or reprifals were offered to the merchants; a (quadran of ten lhips Chllpttt120. 
of the line Caved for the Mediterranean, undel the command"of admiral 17l$ro'n,. 
Haddock; many fingle £hips were fent to America, and tht infant colony of l ..,.. , 

Georgia was fupplied with troops and flol'cS for refitting tbe Spaniard~ 
who threatened to invade it from Saint Augufl:ine. Thefe precautions for 
defence !lnd attack, wer<' obvioufly calculated to give weight to the negotia~ 
lion with Spain, and they bad their du~ dfetl:. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SECOND : 

Dijficuiliu atWllJiag tIlt Negotiation with SpQill.-Arlidts &j Ih~ CotrVtHlioJl.
PrPltjI of Spai".-Par!iomtnJary Procwiings.-De/Jatrs on tlte Commulo/t. 

T HE remainder of the year was patrcd in attempts to adjuft the: dif- Negotilti.", 
ferences between Spain and England. with Sp\ill. 

There never was any negotiation which commenced with more unfavour· 
able appearances, and was attended with greater difficulties, Thefe difficul. 
ties principally arofe from the puod:iJious and inflexible {pirit of the Spanith 
court. the high exped:ations of the Englilh nation. the difcordant rcfolutions 
of the lords and commons, ~d the ¥putes between the crown of SpaiD and 
the South Sea. company. ' 

The firll: difficulty ,,",Ce from the Spanilb court, tremblingly alive to all 
difcu.lli.ons on points which related to their American pofieffions _ £or al· 
though Philip appeared well inclin<d to give full &tisIaction for pall: dep"
da.6ollS. and full fecurity for freedom of navigation, which did not promote 
the illicit commerce, carried on with his fubjeCb in 1\merica, or J\'hich did 
not infringe on his Co_eignty; yet he could not be pro.ailed on to grat>! 
any fpecific propa6tio.o for DDt j,mhi"l lbip&, either in the ope!l !Cat, Of 

hovering on their coafts, under the pretence of 'trading to and from tho 
Britilb plantation., 

.. F • 
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Tile difficulty of m3J1:tging 10 capricious a. court. was increaCed by the high 
cxpcflatiohs of the Englilh nlt l0n. The people, fired with enthufiafm, and 
inHamed oy the' l'x;J.ggcr.uc.:d l o.:ounts of the Spaoifh depredations, wildly 
and'il1lpcr;ouOy cl.lnlollfed lor n:drefs. Ther laid their demands of repara· 
tlon at .:1 H l y Il l r,~1 1.\tI,: ; they rcqum:d ample fatisfatl:ion for pall injuries, and 
lu ll k('UTd), !"'g.,lInH future dcpred.llions, which (ecurity was made to confin: 
in.4 1l t }'I ,lil,t I"HUllLl.lllOn ot the right of jt:arching [hips, in all places ex· 
I...qlt t ill.: Sp,lllilh porI'> anJ fi:'.:t~ . 

\Valpok, wdl :marc of tile inflexibility of the SpaniOl court on this deli· 
n\l(: quc.:1l10]1, lull contriwli to word tbe refolution:., which paffed the com
mons, in I'uclt a manner as to omit the mention of the word SearCh. He 
had avoltled, willi great prudence, all fpecific claims, and confined the expref
flons of the houfe to general topics. ~ut thi ~ lle~gn had been fruftrated by 
thc'TeColutions of the larch. wluch rcduccu the qucfbon to a fpec ific propo~ 
fition. :lIltJ poJimd)' dccJJ.lcd the Illegality of fta rdti"l Englilh vefiels nn 
the open fcas , and t radmg to and from the different parts of the Britilh do~ 
milliOns. Tjlcfe difcordant refolutions naturally produced numerous elll

barraifments, and woulJ bave occafioneJ infupcrable ob{truCl:ions, had not 
the minifter refoked to adhere to the decifion of the commons. 

But the negotiation encountered the greateft difficult y from the difputes 
of the crown of Spain with the South Sea company. The origin and pro. 
grefs of that company, and the fatal confequences of the projeCt of com
merce to South America, have been already rdateu -, 

Before the affienta tTe!l.ty. a very advantageous, though contraband trade, 
W:1S carried on from ];unaica to the Spanifh colonies. The Spanifh gover
nors connived at the introdutl:ion of negroes, and the importatjon of Englifu 
manufaCtures. The profit of' this traffic was certain and expeditious. and 

• was frill greater, bccaufc it \',<'.5 not allcm.lcd with [he payment of any duties 
to the king of Spain, or other incumbr:lJlces . • 

But this br-d.nlh of traffic was evidently diminiih('d by the affiento treaty, It 
then became the interefi. of ~ain, for the fake of the duties, as well as of the 
South Sea company, who wifhed to monopolize the trade to the SpaniOl Weft. 
Indies, to flop this commercl:U. intercourfe, and many re.monftranccs were 
made for that purpofe to government, as well as to the Spaniili court, by the 
dire8.of5 • .wh& confidered all Briti1h fubjccts, traCing to the Spa.ni(h fettle· 
mCl\ts, as interlopers upon t heir province. Hence clifputes frequently aroCe 
between the South Sea ·company, and the tnders of Jamaica j and the direc-

• Chapter 19. 
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tOI'S, by their rernonftrances, often occafioned ~hc fdfure ,and confifcation of Ch3.pte,r fSo 
vetfcls which were taken in the act: of carrying on an illicit trade, or with l71im l7JJ)

,illicit goods on bO:lrd. The court of Spain had made a. merit with tht" '_ • 4' 

Br.itilh government. of having endeavoured to check a commerce which 
...... :lS I-m.:j udicial to {o great a public company"', and at the fame time the 
~ritilh traders made the moll violent cOlll,plaints againf1:: the guarda callas, 
for making thell: Icifi..lres, which they termed illegal .lnll unjl1lt. 

The afficnto treaty ftipulated the payment of certain duties, for the in
trodutl: ion of negroes, and other articles of trade. There had becll alw;tys. 
paid to the Spanifh officers, according to the rate of cXl:h:wgc between Grcat 
Britain and Spain, alld received without complaint. But ib Spain had, fr.;
vcui years bc:forc this period, given currency to another fpecics of uollars, :\ 
claim was now made of thc difference betwcen the two fpecics of dollars, ever 
finer.; the new regulation, under th~ denomination of arrears. 'In addition to 
this, another uemand was made; for the fourth of the profits arquired by the 
annual fhip, which was due to the king of Spain. -On the other fide .. the 
company claimed reparation for the damages fufbined by [he [elzure of their 
effeCts in 1718 and 1727, before war had been declared between England and 
Spain. 

In the midfl of thefe difficulties, the minifter exer led all his influence, a~ 
llOme and abroad, to fettle the differences in a 13tislafrory manner, or 
to refer the fettlemcnt to the decifion of plenipotentiaries, by which 
means farther lime would be. obtained to prevent the commencement 
of hoftilities_ A double negotiation was opened, between the minifters Md 
Geraldino in London, and between Keene a!ld La Quadra at Madrid, which 
had no immediate communication with each other. Walpole wholly influ
enced the negotiation at London, but he could only modify that which was 
..:arrying on at Madrid. . 

Geraldino having delivered a mea:"Ige, importing that his mailer was in
clined to enler into meafures for conciliating part differences: and agreeing 
upon a method for preventing them in future;. an account was ftaled of 
the demands 00. each_fide, which, after fome difficulties, was reduced to a
balance of £. 140,000, in favour of England, and fent to Mr. Keene to be 
ratified. But when this agreement was tranfmitted .. the court of Madrid 
rcfuled to ratify it, declaring that Geraldina had. furpatfed his powers. 

Foiled in this attempt, the miniftcr modified and tempered the violent 
orders fent from the duke of Newcaftle to Mr. Keene, and exhorted him to 

• TUldaJ, vol. 10. p .. 411. 
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u(c every effort with de 1a Quadra, and to reprefent the necdJity of adjul'cing 
the differences amicably. 

This pacific fpirit fortunately prevailed in the coun(ds of England; and 
due confiderauon W.lS paid to the honour, jealoufy, and even to the preju. 
dices <..If Spain, Keene feconded the pacific efforts of the m'lnifter with great 
addrers and ~bt.lity, and finally overcame the dilatorinel:'. the punttilios, and 
the repugnance of the Spanifh court. 

A convention was accordingly fettled on the following bafis : (I Thal 
within fix weeks, two plenipotentiaries fhould meet al Maund. to rcgulate 
the refpedive pretenfions of the two crowns, with relation to the tradc and 
navigation in America and Europe, and to the limits of Florida and Carolina, 
as well as the other points which remained to be adjufted , according to for
mer trcatic$. That the pltnipotentiaries fhould finilh their conferences 
within eight months: That in the mean time, no progrcrs thould be madt· 
ill (he forlifications of Florida and Carolina. Thl1t his Catholic majeUr 
nlould. witrun fQur months from the day of ex.changing the ratIfication!., pay 
to the king of Great Britain, the fum of ninety-five thoufand pounds,:15 a 
baJanee due to Great Britain, after deduction made of the demands of SjJain. 
TIlat this fum filould be employed for the fatisfaetion, difcharge, and pay

I ment of the cla.ims of Britilh fubjeCls upon the crown of Spain. That thIS 
reciprocal di[charge, however, {bould not exteno or relate to the account' 
and differences which fubfifted between the crown of Spain and the affiento 
company, nor to any private contrad:, between either of the two crowns, or 
their miniftm, with the fubjects of the other. or between the fobjeth of 
each nation refpeCliV't:ly." 

In all hisconferenceswithMr.Keene, ~ laQuadra l*.inlifted, that£.68,ooo 
was <iue to his mafter hom the South Sea company; and had declared that 
the convention would not be ratified, unJefs that DlQIQey was padd. Keene 
reprefcnted, that the intel'dls of the oompany, and thofc: of England, ~re 
dlfrinCl: confiderations ; and that the coa.vcation WIS a fcttl=ent ~' account, 
between the two .aticru, the otbc.r, a private t:ra.nfattion between the king 
of Spain and the company. He faid, that if it "' .. pro-' that £. 611,000 
was owing. the money Ihould be paid. This Ia Quach .. con6dcrcd os a po. 
~tive pronlil!:. tbat the £.68,000 IhouId be liquidated befOre the execution 
of the ~rtld .. of the conn:nticn. ~. at tI>e very moment "hen 
the convention was to be A.tificd, the Spuifb miDDb:r delivered to Keene • 
• dcdaratilll'l .OI' ~oteft, dtc:luiof:. in dtlc filrm, _ the king of SpaiD ",. 
Cerved to himfelf the right of fufpending the alIiento treaty, Ihould the com· 
pany DOt pay within a /hort time the £.68,000. Under the YJlidityand 
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force of this proteft, and that. upon the firm fuppofition that it would not 
be eluded. on any motive or pretext, be was ready to fign the convention. 
Keene feeing the obftinacy of the Spanilh court, knowing the anxiety of the 
Briti lh minifl:er, to receive the ratification before the meeting of parliament, 
and :1ware, that uniefs he accepted the prot eft, the negotiation would be in
Hllltly broken off, confented to receive it, though without admitting the 
fad: it afiumcd, and fimply to be tranfmitted to the confideratioll of the 
Briti!h cahinet. Clogged with this obftrua:ion, the convention was fi nally 
figned at M:ldrid, and tranfmitted by a. courier to London, who did not 31-

rive till the J 5th of January. 
The public mind was agitated to a degree of frenzy, and their expeB:ations 

to a pitch which no reafonable conceffion could gratify. Befidc:s pund"h
ment inflicted on the Spa'1ifh captains, and others who had committed dcpre 
<lations, they required, that the Spaniards thould politively di(claim all right 
to fearch Bcitifh lhips in the American feas, and difavow their right to 
Georgia, :md a part of South Carolina; that they lhould pay £ ,340,000 as 
a. compenfation for the captures and confifcations, to difcharge the balance 
of the account, due to the South Sea company, for the effects confi(cated~ 
which amounted to no le(s a fum than a million fierling; and it was faid, 
that jf the nation lhould not receive fatisbltion on there: parriculan, no 
juflice was procured, and no- fccurity obtained. In the midfi of thefe cia· 
mours, every eye was directed to the meeting of parliament. which was to 
affemble on the t 8th of January. But the public were difappointed: on 
thn.t day the parliament was farther prorogued until the firft of February, 
and it was known tbat the difficulty in adjufting the difputes with Spain, 
had been the caufe of dlis prorogation. 

On the firft of February the parliament a1li:mbled. The fpeech from the 
throne mentioned the ratification of the convention. 

U It is now a great fatisfadion to me, that 1 am able to acquaint you, th&t 
the meafures I have punued have had fo good an effect, thai: a. convention is 
concluded and figned between me a.nd the king of Spain, whereby, upon 
confideralion hatl of the dem&nd, on both fides, that prince has obliged 
himfclf to make reparation to my fubjecb for their totro, 'by a cutain ill
pulated payment: and pkaipotentiaries are therein namCd and appointed 
for regulating. witbia a limited time, all the grievances and abtifes which 
have hitherto intcl'Nptcd our commerce &nd navigation in the 1unerican 
reas j and far fcttliag all matten and difputes, in fuch .. manner, a5 may 
for tbe future prevent and remove all new caufes and pretences of com" 
plaint, by • !!ria obf.,nnco.of 0", mul\lal ~tiCl, IIIlQ a juft regard to the 
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lj~hts <lnd p!l\'ile::res belon6ing to each othe r, I will order the conventioll, 
and the tcparate ::rtk Ie>;, to be laid beforc you. 

.. 1L hath hecn Ill) pnllclpal care to m3.ke ute of the confidence you re
roteJ in lI1e, in thi s CI!IICal and doubtful conjuncture, with no otorr \'lew, 
but ' t!\l' '';Ulll:d :ln,l tlflmg benefi t of my k i ~gdoms; and jf all the ends 
WhKh :ll~' to hI.: hopl.:d for, even from tucccfsful arms, can be attained, with
Ollt plungll1g the lution into a war, it Illull: be tiluught, by all re.lfonable 
.:nd ull prcJud llld p{'dons. the moil: delirablc event'" ," 

The m Ol1U:l lor an added's encountered violent oppofition in hath houf('<, 
In the lord .. , hnwc\i.!r, it p:lITcJ without a divifion, by the intrrporition 01 the 
bd of Seal borou~h an.d the duke of Argyle, who, though they declared tht:i l ' 
rlilapprobatioll of that thing called a convention, ytc l conceivcd it would h~ 
jn~('gu!:tr to IllI.:!ltj')11 It IIll It was laid before them, and thought th:1t un'wI· 
rl11r y W:1.S high ly nt.'l.dlJ.ry ::Il the prdent Juncture. 

In lli(' (ommum>, all auurc[s bemg moved for::ls urual, in tll" terms otthc 
Ij'cccll, ;"l r Wllh,llll \\'yndh.:un obJectet1 to all exprcflion\ IVhiLh Illight .ip

j'X·.lf an appru!'>:1.llOn 01 the convention, and therefore propofcd omitting all 
t hc para.graph wll1~h :illuded to it, :1nd merely t o thank th e king for Ill .. 
[peed\, and to atfure him that the houre woul,1 grant th; necefl~u)' fupplic~, 
and endeavour to avoid allllC.lts and animofities. 

Sir R ohert Walpole, in a long and itle fpeech, defended th~ eondlltl of 
mindkrs in the negotiation with Spain. He declared that the accommo. 
datIOn was attended with all the advantages which the moll: fueccfsful war
f~c could have procured. He fhewetf, l'nder the exifting circumfbnces, it 
",.as O1ore prudent and beneficial to avoid extremities; that all the con1mcr
clal nations, even ~ancc itfe1f, did not objeCt to the <laim of [earching and 
lcizing their (hips, when t:lkcn in the aa of carrying On il1egal trade. He 
t.hen extolled the convcntion, with a wnntonnefs of praife not ufual with 
him, and declared he thought it his ~uliar happinefs, that the nation 
would deem the influence he po!fdfed, the principal means of its ratifica
tion; and th~ he fhould not be (orry if it was confidered as a meafure en· 
tirely his awn. H e finally obrerved, that it was unfair to decide on the 
merits or demerits of the convention, before it was k.nown; that in 
a few days it would be fub~ttedJ to 'the houfe, when a candid difcuf
han would take place; and that as there was no reafoD to fuppofe it con
trary to ;l¥: known intereft of the nltion, he [IlW no ground for oppofmg 
the add .. fs. ae .. minded the houle, that the !aft CeBion he declared him • 
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G..tf anfwerable fo r the m(,J.flH(,s purflled hy g0n-rnmml . wlli],- he \\l~ mi- Chapter )z. 

nil1er; he was pH'pared rOJ1l:l.J..c good hi '> pmmirl' ; all hI.' Jdill'd \\.1,) 01 clIlJid 1?38WI739-
JU::lring. and thai he hopt:d would nct I'e d~llicd . J-1o.: condl!dcd, by 0p\lol- \~ __ v. __ .J· 

ing the ;unendmcnt, ami fupporting the ori),;ill:1.1 alldn.:f< 
H e W.!S nnfW{TCU by Lytlktnn. Sir J ohn H r nd.· Cotton, :lnr! Sir John 

Raman.l, who took noticc 11I:\t Ihe lj1cec h ilklf W;l~ moO abt'urdly wllni~'d, 

uccaulc it fiat<:d , th:Jt plenipotcill i.1I'Il..'s \\l re 10 rq;ul..ltc I he p.,ri<.:\ J.lIl:CS and 
abllfc~ th:lt hnd h.llJPCllcd ru the B:ililh (uhjdb, (11)111 the inful'"Ilte and 
('fuel I)' of the Spalli:mb: now t o r('gulate :thu (c~ . he (.id, illlpli.:d ;\ \ 1m \!
nuancc or Ihem, but (,nly ul1uer anot her form I. 

The motion lor til'.' ,ul<lrl..'(C:; WOJ.~ c:l.rrico by 23+ ag.lill fl 1+1 -t; a llI:\JOII!)' 

which in1llirl'u the ll1im(ler with unfoundd hope,> o( J. (jllid allJ c,ll) ' fd~ 
fion, IVr on the contrary. evcry me.:llurc wac:; adopted. :tnti l'Y"!)' l xpedil'nt 
n:lorted to for thc purpole of harr:l.fiing admilliilr.1tilln, and throwing :11\ 

!.Idium 011 lhe mcafurcs of govern me nt. 
Almoll tlte only queHioll \\hich was not rcfifil'd, wa~ the propofal for em-

ploying 12.,000 fcameo . The motion for 18.000 !:tod fun:cs Wx> oppofed. 
and a rcduftion to 12.,000, :lS in the lafl fcffion. mo\'eu by Shippen. but 
n('g:n; H;U by 253 againfl: I 83 :'. 

Mean while the cOllvcntion h:t.d bccnlaid before the houfe. and rderrcu to 
:l committee, :lnu its contents having been communicated to the public, a 
general ferment prev:lilcJ in the nation, and a "ioknt outcry was raired 
againfl the conditions. One article~ agreed to by the Englilh commi1T..
Tics. whidl gave much umbrage, and bad a grcat effeCl: in irritating the 
puulic mind, was the claim of £.60,000, for the value of the t11ips taktn 
by admiral Byng, off the coaft of Sicily. in 1718. This dem:md was founded 
on an article in the peace of Madrid, made under the admini£lralion of Sun-
derland, which promifed rcftitution, and was confirmed by the treaty of Se-
ville. This ftipulation had never bcen performed; the dailp on the fide of 
the SpJniards £lilt exifted in its tull force. and therefore, though unpopular. 
was juft aod rcafonable. Motions being made by the party i·n oppofition , 
that the petitioners might he heard by counfcl, were w:muly oppofcd by the 
minifieriOl.I part}', and negatived, after long ~nd warm dl:b:1.tc1, §. A private 
petition was alfo prcfcnted from the owners of a fhip takcn in 1727. and 
another upon the capture of the fhip Sarah, belonging to Brinol, praying, 

• 
't TiuU;\I. vol, ~O! p. 395. 
t J(!lU'\al~. Ch.mdler. 
t thamller. . 

§ z.p agaillil: ~o7. and ::17 :l3~in!l. -: o~. 
J ournals. 

4 q. all;' 

Fth. q. 

Convtntinft 
refc~d to a 
l.ommiuce. 

Grncl'2i dif~ 
I:msf ... ttion. 



594 MEMOIRS OF 

Period VIT. aHo to be henrd by (OUnre!. Thc· miniflcr juO:ly obrerved, that if the pro. 
prict·o r~ of en~ry c.\pturc w{'rc to bc heard by counfd, the houfe would be .. t-_-~.~ __ .J' folely occupi ed in fw .. h nfE.lir~, :1Od could not attend to public bufinefs. 

Feb. 26. 

F~b. s. 
Cunvtntion 
approved ill 
Ibe lortb. 

}kblltrd in 
Ihe ,-om· 

" . \\' alpoic's 
~etb. 

The qUd1io n, howevcr, was prefied. and 100: only by 13 *. This brgc mino· 
ri ty , upon to tlilpu tcd a. point, infpi rcd the oppofition with the moO: fanguinc 
hope~, :Iod eocourlgcd them to r ede,·ere. 

After vari ous other pet itions, both public lnd pri,"aie, the convention 
was firO:: t"ken into confidcration in the houfe of l ord ~. On the 1ft of 
M arch, lo\"d Cholmonddcy m oved nn add rc:fs, fimilar to that which WlS afler
wards propored in the houfe of common~J by H OT:l.CC \Valpolc. Aft('r a 
warm and vigorous contefl, the addrefs WJ.~ voted by a majori iy of 95 aglinfl. 
74, and a {hong proteH was made by nine and th irT Y peers t . At the 
ittacl ()( 11 101(: who voted in .oppofit ion , was tIll" prince of "V,\1c~. 

N OI\\;d ll1,u"J;n;; t hc!r defeat ill the haul;" uf lords, lhe oppofil ion cntcr-
I ,(iour hOJle~ , tha l the convention w(1uld be di (:l.pproved and r~icClcd by the 
wml11om. At k'ngth, the 6th of March W:lS the day appoin ted for taki ng 
inra l·oniideration, the v.lriou5 JXt itions rdati Rj:; to the convcn tion. The 
member:. repaired fa early to the houfe, th:l.t 1 00 h:ld I:lken thcir feat s before 
eigh t in t he Illorning. The public attention wa~ no I t"f~ pllwerfull), a ttracted 
tn th is important debate. the re{ult of which WlS exp{'ch,d to decide the fate 
of the mlOifler. The lixth :lnu fcventh were occupied in examini ng wit
nefies. a.ml hearing fomc \Veft India merchlnts, in fupport of their pe
titions. 

On the Stb, It half pafr eleven. H orace Walpole, who had thoroughly un
(lcrflood the (ubjeCt, and had drawn up feveral plpen relative to the tranflC
ti on . (lpcned thedchate by a fj)ccch of two hours and-'tt half!. H e began by 
exprcffing his hopes, that in difcuffing this important queftion. on whicll 
depended the ifiuc of peace or war, g entlemen would lay afi de wit arid 
f:liling accufations, avoid perfonalities. not miftake a popular outcry, for 
the voice of the people, as difiinguifhed from tbat of parliamen t. and 
would not be biaifed by flrong alft~rtions without proof. After making a 
general obfervation, that jn all differences between two nat ions, an im· 
mediate declaration of war ought not to be the firft refolution of either, he 
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obCcrvcti, tll:lt the three great points on which h{" Oloult! Tefl the defence of Ch~pl~r 51. 
the convention were, fir/to honour; fccond, (ati~faD.jon; and th ird , fecurity. J ]}8IO I 739' 

H e then undertook to prove, that the honour of Ihe nation was pn.:fcrn:d, L;z---
that f.1.1isfaClion hall been given fiJr pat1: injuries. and lecurit)' obtained againll 
future gric\'ances. 

" A~ to the fi rfl: pofition, which reg,mls the honour of the nation; r 00-
fCTVC," he laid, " tb'lt gr ntlemcn, in diicuffing our difference" with Spain, are 
illlpreileJ with a notion, th;\t the honour of the n:l.ti oll h:l" been facrificcd . 
Tili!> i~ a topic on wh ich (orne gentlemen h:lVC fondly cxpat iatC1.l. I am no 
h.:rs jealou~ of the national honour than an y otlwr ge ntleman; hut trur' 
honuur is founded on .iut1icc anu humanity, :IIlU not on J.lJlbit ion, (:lIfe glory, 
or interet1. and J :\In LOov inCl.:-d that this trcat )' is fountkd on tllC lormer, ami 
Jl\)t on th e iau('\". 

" Tbe difieren('cs with Spain :trafe from difputes on matters of right, or from 
depredations committed by Sp.lruih fubjeCts. Tile mailer of ng,ht being in· 
<:ontdliblc. and the ueprcdatiul1~ great ami frequent, had intcrdl, :l.1U~ionl 
or falfe glory been the objeEts. tbe king had lufficient pretencl! to «(eclare 
war witho ut h:lV ing r..:courfl! to nmic:\bJe mC:Llls. But:1<; thefe were not his 
objeCt,;, he confider\·d the peace ami happinels of hi !> people, .lS tlte tolid 
found:uion of hi~ glory. He made repeated, but incficCtu:1.\ applications to 
Spain, to adjufl the ditr~'n!llCcs in an amicable; Illanner. At kngth, fupportcd 
by the rcfoturions of both houfes during the jail fcffion~ , he made :l pe· 
remptory demand, and infified. that unlc1s a fpcedy and cllcgorical :mfwer 
\\'rl' givcn , recourfc mufl: be had to thofe extremities which he fa mucll 
wifhed to a\'oid. Tbi~ dcd;tr;ttion , and the prepar~(ions which accompanied 
it . had a due ~ffett. The king of Spain agreed to enter uron an immediate 
<.Ii fcuffion of the rights in difpute. and to make every j uft. cnmpcnCltion. 
Hence the k.ing, concluding that there was a probability of ac commodating 
differences. could not, On the principl;s of juftice and humanity, commence 
hoftitilic~, or rcfufe t o accept a preliminary convention, by which fatisfac~ 

tion was ro be obtained for pafl:, :lod fecuriry againfl: future injuries. 
U H onour rna)' be Intisfied by fnbmiffion. ao; well as hy vinditli\'c juflicc ~ 

and public honour differs ctfcntinlly from private honou r. The honour ()f 
the n:\tion Can be injurcd but by fame public or national act. \Vhcn there
fore any injury is done, or an affront given by [II(': ftll~ictb of onc fi-atc to 
thofe of another, the fiatl', whol~ fubjcCt:s ha\'e fufferctl injury) ough t to ap· 
ply to the other for fatisf:lfrion, and ough t not to confider its honollr ;to; 
affeCted, till the flate, whore fubjeCls committ ed the inluit, has mack· thc atl 
its own, by refuting to pUllifh the tranfgn::ITors, o r to make reparatiun fllr 
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Period VlI (bml{!,('<;. L et u c; apply thic; IC:luming to the prdl'nt (ubject . T h" Sp:Ulitlt 
l i37W '74l. (\ ('prl'{l.!lio!)<; bayc b('~'n committed I)}, privatI.: ful~letls ; application it:!." been 
~_ m.l(h f,)f rel,.tr:~ti(m: TIll':: crcl\\ il promi l<::<; n:p:u.ltion. 

«Ill l ~ no(,th,d of ngn;t!ing tv the convention. anti l"1.l(pcnding hoflilitics. 
11111,) i l tUlIld he le,' n what dJctl it would product" i ~ nor only confonant to 
1" m( IUI :llirl Jufti,\', bu t agrce.,hlc to thl' :H I\ icc gin:n by both hour~s of par
li.\111CIJt. T ho.: ;lcklrefiec; exhorted the king to uli.' lJi ~ ('ndeavour~ to ubtain 
I r1~ft. tlJ I nl l~f 10r his illJu rtd fuq;eth:, ant.! p,omifcd, I f hi ... infb.nei.'s Ihould 
pro\'-= indf,''':l u.:d, m fupport Ili m i ll 1,Iking (L1dl nwarUlC~, 3'; honour :llld 
.iu!\iu.: required. Ie "PPC:lrs. irom the 3.rticl:=!> of th i .. convC'ntion, that the 
king h:t<; Obl~\ineJ fuch fatisfud;on :tnd fuch fe(U1i ty J.~ could f,,:tfonabJy be 
cxpt'chd . 

"With rt~anll o f.:l.ti c;(lct ioll for p:l.fl j l~jLlric'i , the 'mode of rtp.:l.mtion is not 
only !1I!:lliy aliJl.!kd. but th .. jM) Ol(.;ut of a tj)I,.Liflc tum I'> aduJ.JJy promitc.d 
\\1111111 a , I,.ry nlOn lime afler Ihe CXChlHgC of the r.ltifica liulls. Tlll'rc 
beiul mutual dcm:1.Ilds for I.bm'lgt'<; f"ufl.:l.Int:d. it Ii.:cmccl nccdIary 10 feule 
and halam:e t he acmuut: I t thell appe:lrcd. l ital ou r dcm:lntb upon SpJ.i n 
amounted to [.200,000 
Tho!e of SjMin upon u<, to [. (;",000 
\ Vh ith matlc a hlbncc of / . q o ,ooo 
This the king, of Spain propo{rd to P.1y hy affignmcnlS upon h is rcvcnuc~ ill 
Americl. But ,lS we l..,1\('w the tedioulm::fs and precarioulilefs of tbat fund. 
it wac; proroiCd to make an allowance for prollllJl payment, on thC' condi
tion of p:tying tIle money in a Ol ort time :lt L ondon; tlle allowance :l.f!;reccl ni l 
W;t'> { . 45 .0('10. w!lIch reduced the fum due U~ to {.. 95",000, amI this 111m hi" 
Cat h~ 'lit: Ill:tldh- lu<; e\Jl l l,.r~ l y prOJ11ltixl, l'y thi ~ I,.omcnt ioll . t.o P,IY at Lon~ 

dOll , ill Juur I1wnt h~ after the excliall;;c (Jf th~ ratifications. From lienee 
it appeat'~ . t hat we ha\'c not only got all ti lt: reparation any t'c:lfonaule man 
could expect, J)ut :1.11 the rql8.f:lt ion w~ could infifl on, with any pretence of 
juHil:e . 

.. The m'xt great Ohj{'Cf ul1der confidcrat ion j" our fut ure recurity. Now 
It is pl.lin, tlt.l l fl·curiry depends on thofe matters. of righ t which arc now ill 
ddinlll', and therefore cannot be effetlually p rovided for, u ntil thofe rigbts 
;).I'l· fullv alCcrt,lincd. But as t his is a t\ifcuffion which dcpemb not only 
on te\'cml (\J{p utablc' pumts in the la.w of nations, but alfo on thc nat ure 
~lld tcnour of ,"ariou s. treaties, and on many faCts anclloca.l circumftances, 
which ("an Dilly be afccrtaincd in dIe Weft Indies, it was impoffibk' to fettle 
the bufinefs in a few week .. , or by a preliminary convent ion. For this n'a
tlJo, this dikufiion is referred to plcnipokntiarics, who arc to meet within 
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1ix weeks arrc.r the exchange of the ratifirtltiol15, and mul1: finall y fettle 
the point s rcl;':rred to them within thl" Ihort term of eigh t month~. which is 
alt that we could cxpcEl. and as mudl as we could, with ju!bcc or n::t(on, 
d e1'i rc. 

"On this :1ccount the treat), muft hc('onfidcred as a good pn..:Iilllin:lry, am.! 
fueh as ought to bave been accepteu in pfcfl.'fCnu.! to a war, cn:n hld there 
not hcen one word in fhe trcaty. which could tf:nd to a prc/"umpr;on tlut 
Sl':l.in had rclinLJuiOlcd any of the fi r-I llS which were the ohJcCls of di1i)utr.:. 
Hut this i ~ !lot the caii' , The principal right cxcrcifed by Sp.~in. is that 
of (c . .lrchi!1g BTitinl tll ips in tbe ope n fex., and fC''i'.ing them. if Sp:milh 
money or mcrchandifl' arc found on board. But th is righ t Sp!in has re
nOUllced ill lhe pfeR-a t prdiminarr. if not by tbe letter,:u k':lfl: oy the fpirit 
of Ih L: (n::uy. This right N nol elnir-wl hy Spain. hut l'.n:rrifi:d onl}'. H olV 
tl ll'n could it be rt.!n1cdicd but by conrent, either by a. rCIYlrat ion, or by an 
cxpl.m:J.tory tr('aty. The reparati on is actually made, and the trt'aty is to 
t~)lIow. whi('hj~ to prc\'cn t futurc aggreffions. 

" The preamble of the convention rec ites aU tlte grievances compbillcd of. 
"nd ~}('('itic ... 'iJijili1(.f!,-. {t·lIn/li/lg. /lilt! lal..'illg if ·l..'dJ~!J . (/I,d /ei:d;tg rff,:fh. It 
:l.lknow]u !i!P' them 10 be of fuel! a n.1.(urc. thnl 'withollt IUlllre f'I11'C, they 
mig!" oirf!lio/l (Ill O}t'll /'liP/lil t! Vell()ct'll tlU! /1UO (i'O',UlIS. H¢re tilen Spain 
avows, that the [c;w.:hing of {h ips is a caufe of complaint, and Ole allows 
it 10 he a grievance which ought to be remedied. But can the excrcife of a. 
j l!11 f!~~l:t be dee liled :I. C:l.ufc of complaint? Can it be a.lIowed to be :l gricv 
anc~ ? And is it not a reafonable conclufion thal Spain, having by [hL: pre 
.:I.lnhlc difcbimcd ber right. inuicates a rclolulion to difclaim it 'lIfo in the 
dcllni l ivc trC'aly. 

" But the court of Madrid has not only acknowledged the fearchi~ of fhips 
on the open feas. and confiG."ating thctp for having SpaniOl money amI effi:as on 
bo3.rd, to be a grievance which ought to be remedil'J, but the}' have in lome 
mcafure ownecfit to be wrong. They have allow..:d it to be an injury, by 
glving a reparation for all fuch captures as .:l.re provod to havL: ocen illegal. 
Therefore the plenipotentiaries are not to fettle the right, not to determine 
whether it be a gricvance or not, for that is allowed; they are to fettle, by ;~ 
definitive treaty, thc means to prevent new abufcs, and remove the c:lufes of 
future complaints . But in this their powers are circumfc ribed .' For the 
regulations which tht'y :lre to accede to, muO: be conformable to the exifling 
~reatie~. This mufi be fetUed within a limited time, and mull: be ratifil'd by 
thl! king; fo that Ihould the plenipotentiaries adju{\: the bufinefs in fuel! :L 

manner 

597 

C ha pter )l 

'?j8tO!73S .. -



MEMOIRS OF 

Period "ff. man'ncr as not to C'ltisfy th(' country, they Ill:!y fii!l be not r:uified, and W~ 
J711 to 174;:, may then have the ('hoicc of waf or peal.:l.:. 
\..--.,. U The cille/" qudlion, therefore, now fccms to be, whether we ought to go 

to \\:\r, r;lelter chJ.1l gram :l <lday of t'ij:;ht mOI1,-h~, for gi\·jl1g full fa ti<;fatlion 
and ablc/IUfe !C(untr, ami I uo nOt think tlut any m:1n \\ho confidcr~ the 
l'rcfl.:nl tituation of l:.uropc, or the prctent Citttlllll1..1.nn:s of thi s nntion. 
wotdd be for involving the country in a dangerou~ anu expentivc \\'ar, fa.ther 
than grant fut:h a ueJay. 

U In c()ufidcring tbis queflion, I trufl that gentlemen will not pretend to 
decide from general declamations all peace and wat, bllt refled that the true 
flate of the qt,cfiion rdb on the fpcc.ilk circumfb.nccs of the pn..fcm 010-

nlcnl, and the danger~ of war, as it concerns rbe prefent ti!Tt e..~ . condi tions, 
anJ tr;llJe. ' ,,"':tr. in :til fitu.:ltions, even with rhe f.lirdl profpctl of rtJ("cd~. is 
ah .. :ty:. dangrrous nnd Jcilrutl:i\,c to a trading !liltio!!; Jt IS mud. mme 
,-lange i ow; when the event i~ doubtful. 

.. It follows from there prcmifes. that if the fituatioll of Europe was fa
your.lble to u~, and if Qur circutnftanccs were ;tlfo :1.dVanlagcou!>, we ought 
not w.lnton!y 10 engage in war. H ow much mor<° ought this c\ Ii to he 
:lmidl:d, when Lhe fhue of Europe wears a mo£}- unf:n-our.,blc .,.rpcCt. and our 
intt'rnal fltllation is unpromiling. 

U France is powerful , and govcrned by wife counfels, tranquil at bome', 
~nd rcfpetted "broad. Th('ir fovcn.:ign is bound by iUll'rect, ;l~ wel! <l~ by 
the lies of hlood. to nffin- tho: king of Spain, if he is attacked, and ill all pro
bability, a treaty of alliance is 1I0W forming. and perhaps conl.!ud ~t1 . \x.[wcl:n 
the two crowns. If WI! J ecbre war againH fip:lin, we muft lberdurc cXjJ(Ct 
th;\t Fr.mel' will take part Willi Spain againfi us; and though I have 10 goud 
:In opinion of my country, a<; to think we an: mOJ'(' rhan a I1Mt ch lor [lie l'nl', 

alltl at leaft: all equal matr.:h tor the otherJ yet 1 caonot bl! fa vain as to ima
gine we are an equal matl'h for both j '.lnll cOllfequcnrlr. I mull think we 
Jlavt" r(,:'Llon [Q lSe aflaid of finking under the burthcn, unlds we can obtain 
nmna.ncc from fome of (he otPcr great powcr!>." 

H e tli t' ll took a "iew of thl: fhte of EUf4)pc, which he dcfcribcd as io 
fiw:ltcu, that Eng,land was witho\.lt :l fingle aJly. who wa5 either willing or 
capable of affording affi fial1(e. The Emperor invoh'cd in tbe misfortunt's of 
tIle TurkiOl war,ilnd under the direction 01 France; tile! Dutch weak. wavering, 
nnd loaded with debts; Swrt\en wholly governed by France; Denmark anu 
Ruffin. at tou great a diflance, even if inclined, to at\: in our fa.vour,; thl! 
king of Na.plc~ difpofed to take part with Ihe other branches of the houle of 
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Bourbon, and the king of Sardinia incapable of coming forward Gogl). to 
our afIi fbncc. 

" Th is being the nate of Europe," he continued, " would it not be th ... 
height of folly and madnef ... to engage in hollilities, if we call with honour 
and (ccurityavoid or delay them? 

" OUf clomenic fituarion is no Icfs unfavourahle: we arc loaded with 
burt hens which are almoft too heavy to bear; t he public revenue is fcarccly 
fufficicnt to fUPIII}' the eXpelleeS of our civil cfb.hlilhml'o t in time of peace : 
jf we cnter imo war, new taxes muO: be impofl.'<1; the animalities and divj· 
fion ,,; which pr\!\'ail too mu ch amongfl: u S,will be increafcd; that p:trty which 
h:l<; heen hitherto fupprelfcd by ou r \·igour and un:mimity, will again rear its 
head; our enemies wid aV~li l thcmfdvt!s of the war, to favour the caufe of 
the Pretender, and a'i new burr hens arc unavoidably bid on the public, thefe 
misfortunes will be ;lfcrihcd to the illuftriolls f..mily on the throne. Frnnce 
anti Spain may pour in {Iwir troops upon ou r coalls, wh ich our fleet cannot 
always prevent; we 01 :.1.11 be thrown into confufion at home, and h:l.\"c 
neither Jei!ure or power to cli!l::refs ollr enemies, or proteCt our colonies . 

.. I fed a~ Il1ll("h a~ others for the fufferings of our merchants. for the in~ 
dignities wbich h;l\'C bew infliCted on the nation, by the Spaninl gllanla 
cofi.:l.~ ; hut Il:ttionai refolutiom ought not to be di reCted by paflion. We 
ought to 111f!w proper rClcntmenl, bur our refentment ought to "he governed 
by prudence, and if it is, we fh;lll /ufpeml it, until Europe prc(ent s a more 
favourable :trt)ecl.. I.:l.m therefore of opinion. that if the convention had 
been lcfs favourable, it ought, in the prcCcnt junCture. to have been ;u:ceptet!. 
But I truft J hl.ye 0 1CWI1. thl.t we have acqui red as much as we could expeCt 
trom a prelimin:try treaty, and have every rea/on to hope, tl1:lt i ll the n);lCC 

of eight months we (hall obtain, by a defil~itivc trc;lty, all we can dclir(·." 
He then moved an addreCs, .. to return thanks f<Ir the communic3.tion of 

the cOlI .... ention ; for bringing the dcm:1ncls of hi s fubjell:s to a fina! determina
tion , and for procuring a fpeedy payment for tbe Julies lunaincu by tbe 
merchants j declaring tbei.r fatisfatlion in the foundation laid for preventing 
and removing fimilar abufcs in future, and for pre/erving pc.tce ; tu exprefs 
a reliance on the king. that cffctlual care would be taken for fecuring and 
C'ftabJiiliing the freedom of navigation in the Am~rican feas; that t~ Britifh 
fubje Cl:s may enjoy, uomolefied. their undoubted right of navigating and 
trading to a.'ld from :loy part of his majdly's dominions. without being lia
ble to be !topped, viii ted, or fearched in the open leas, or b~ing fubjctt to 
any Nher violation of the treaties fubtifting; and that in fettling the limits 
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oi hi~ dominions in America. the gre-atcn. regard would be had to the rights 
and pofieffiom belonging to the crown and lubjctl ; anti to :l.ifure the king, 
that ill c:tic his iufl cxpettatioM nlOLl kl not he aofwcfcd, th e houfc would 
r~lpporl him iu t,'k ing fi lCh mcatllr"e'l , as might be 0100: ("omiuc.irc to ,-ill
d il,ll£' the honou r :lnd d ignity of hi ~ crown, and t h~ right ., of hi" people ." 

The aJdret~ wa'! calculated to obv iate t he {hong objdl:ions whiLh were 
m,lI le 1,0 the convention, ari Gng from lIs not ht:lllg a definitive t rcaty. no t 
fuRi.cicnliy expli cit, and leaving the point to be uccidcd by future di(Cllf' .. 
lion. 

The oppofit ion ftrcnuoufl r fupported th e objcc1ion~ . and in fl'l lly to the 
Argumcnt ~ of H orace \ Valpolc, exp:uiateJ on the injured honour of t he na
tion, and the pllfill all imity of the miniCl:cr, They <.leplorcd the BritiOl tr,lue 
ruined. th e Britifh 6ilor<; im pritoneu ami tortured , and the Brililh fl ag; in 
[tilted. Tiley ex ha uflcd en!!")' topic wh ie ll \Va.; calcul.ttcd tu infl':l.I11C the 
public mind. anu appealed fon-ibly to the p:l.ffions ::l.nJ fecl il1g~_ 

The {lory or Jcnki[J~\ eJ.T~ wa~ not omi tteu , "Even tbe !)panifll pirate." 
exclaimed Sir Thoma<; Saundcrlilll. who (poke fi rll in reply to Horace \Val
poll', " who cut ofr l'aptain J enkins's car, making ufe at the fame time \It 
the matt in lulting cxpreffioll tow.mls th e pl'rfon of our king. an ('xp,cffion 
whirh no ilrit if}) fubjeCl: can decently Teprat, an cxpre llion whith no man 
that has a rcg:ml for his fovercign can ever forgive: Even ,hi., fellow, 1 l'iy. 
is fuffered t o live to enjoy the fruits of his rapine. and remain a li\" illg t efil 
mony of the cowardly tamcocfs and mean fubmiffion of Great Britain, and 
of tbe triumphant priJe OInd Hubborn haugh tinefs of Spain *." 

In contrad ictiun to the fbtement of H orace Walpole. lord Gage oorcH'cd, 
H The ioff't's lufhincd hy thc Spanifll deprcdalions, amounted to t hree hUIl
drC'<1 and fort y lh!-lufilnd pound... The LOmmit1ary, by 11 Ihoke of hi s pen. 
reduced th is demand to two hundred thou rand pounds i thtn forty- fi,'c 
lhouland were I1::ru ck off for promJ* paymcut, He then allott ed fixty 
thoufand pou lids as the remaining part of a d eb t pretended to be due to 
Spain, for the del1::rutl:ion of her fleet by Sir George Byng, though it ap~ 
peared, by the inl1::rultions on t he table, that Spain had been al ready amply 
fa lisned on that head. Thefe dcdutlions reduced the balance to ni nety-five 
thoufand pounds; but the king of Spain ln fi iled upon the South Sea com
pany's paying immediately the fum of fix ty-cight thoufand pounds, as ::l 

.debt due to ~im ,on onc hC.ld of accounts, though, in other articles, his 
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Catholic majefly was indebted to the company a miUion over and above ChalltC'r,sS. 

this demand. The remainder to be paid by Spain, d4d not exceed levcn '738101719 
and twenty thoufand pounds, from which file infill:ed upon deducti ng what-. \",..-r w 
ever lhe might have givt!1l in fatisllc.lion for any of tile 1$ritith fh ips that 
llad be\;n taken; and on being allowed the value of the St. Therc[a, :\ 
Spanith fhip wbich had been feized in the port of Dublin" ," 

Pitt, who [poke moll: ably on this occa(!on, obje8:ed to the queftion, as of or Pitt. 

too complicated + a nature to be fubmittcd at once to the approbation of 
the committee. " The addrcfs, he rai~. was propored for no other end than 
to extort an approbation of the convention. H e obfcrved, that the houre 
was proceeding upon an artificial minifterial queftion, covering and taking 
fanCiuary in the royal name, inftead of meding openly. and £landing fairly, 
the direct. judgment and fentencc of parliament upon the fcveml articles. 
" h this," hI! exclaimed, "any longer a nation? or where is an Englifh 
parliamcnt, if with more fllips in our harbours thah in . all the navies of 
Europe, with more than two millions of people in the American colonies, We 

will beal' to hear of the expediency of receiving from Spain, an infecure, un
fatisfa&ory, dinlonourable convention, which carriea downright fubjection iii. 
every line." 

He raid. that the great national objetlion, the fearthing of fh.i£>$, ftood 
in the preamble of the convention, as the reproadl of the whole, as the 
ilrongeft evidence of the fatal fubmiffion which followed. On the pm of 
Spain, an ufurpation, an inhuman tyranny, claimed and exercifed over the 
American fcas; on the part of England, an undoubted right by treaties, and 
from God amI nature, declared and affertcd in the refolution of parliament, 
was now referred to the difcuffion of plenipotentiaries, on one and the fame 
equal foot. This undoubted right was to be difcutred and regulated~ and. 
if to regulate, be to prefcribe rules (as in all conftruttion it is) this 
right is, by the exprefs words Of tile convention~ to be given up and 
fa.crificed.i for it mull: ceafe to be any tbing from the moment it is fub .. 
mitted to limils. He concluded in the moil energetic language; "nlis 
convention, Sir, I thjnk, from my foul, is nothing but a ftipulatian for nil. I 
tionn ignominy; an illufory expedient to baffle the refentment of the na~ I 

tion; a truce without a fufpenJion of hoftilities on the pa.rt of Spain j on 
the part of England, a fUlpenfion. As to Georgia, of tbe ~~ law of ·na .. 
ture, felf.prefcrvation and fclf.defencc; a furrender of tbe rights and trade 
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of England to the mercy of plenipotentiaries, and in this infinitely highefi' 
and facTed point, future fecur;ty. not only inadequate, but directly repug
nant to the rdoiutiof15 of parliament, :lnd the: gracious promife of the 
throne. 'fhc r ')mpiaints of your deftlairing merchants, the voice of England 
has com!cIlHLcJ it; be the gwlt of it upon the head of the ad\'ifer; God for
bill l hat tl ,i~ commith:e OlOuld !bare: the guilt by approving it •. " 

h W;\S oblcn c:d by L}'ttkton, Ii The grie\-:1nces of England admit but of 
one remedy. a wry fl lOrr snd fimple one; that OUT flllps (ball not be fearch
ttl on any pretence. This :llone can go to t he root of our grievances, all Ids 
than this is l rifling. hurtful, a.nd fatal to commerce . 

.. Had we proceeded conformably to the intl'nlions of parliament, wc fhould 
either ba ... ·c ach:d wiLh vigou r, or h",yc obtained a real fccurity, in an exprefs 
acknowledgmc11t uf our right not to be fcarched, a.'i a preliminary jilt 9114 
11011·10 our treatillg at all. Thi :> we ough t to han: infifted on in the words 
of La Quadra'~ prolc(l (\\ hi ... l, i!> the preliminary fine '1,111 nOll of that crown) 
we ought 10 havc infifh·d on in tbole very words, II as the prccife and dfen· 
" lial means to overCOlOe tbe fo much debated difputcs, and that on the va" 
" lidity and force of Ihi, exprc[s acknowledgment, the figning the conven· 
.. tion may bc procct:!clcd on, and in no other manner." lnRead I)f this\ 
what have we done? We have .referred it to plenipotentiaries. Is not this 
weakening our "right ? ~Voukl you, Sir, fubmit to a refercnce, whether you 
may travel unmoleftcd trom your houfe in town to your houfe in the coun· 
try? Your right is clear and undeniable, why would you have it di(cuffed ? 
But " much lefs would you refer it, if twO of your judges belonged to a gang~ 
which has o&en ftapped and robbed you in your way thither before. 

II But what is this wretched reprieve that we have begged for eight 
months ( Will that do us any good? Will lh:lt be worth our acceplance ? 
Do we really flalter oUJfeives that we are now at peace? Peace is a fecure 
and unmolc.lted enjoyment of our rights. But peace, at the expcnce of 
rights, of efiCnti:.l rights, peace expofed to inlults, peace upofed to injuries, 
is the moft abjeCt, is the moft deplorable, is the moft cala.mitous circum .. 
fiance of buman aifairs. It is the worft effed: that could be produced by 
.thc mort ruinous war. With fcorn let us reje& if, that to all we have fuf.. 
kred before? to all the tlccumulated in-fults Cl'cr heaped upon a nation. a 
wcrfe dinionour may not be tldded, and that di!honour fall upon the parli:l
ment_ And therefore I give my maR ~ea.rty negative to this queO:ion t." 

The ininifier fpok.e laft i9 this important debate. His principal ~orts 

.. Chandler. t Ibid. 

were-
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were direcred to remove the objcaion of its not being a dcfinitin:' I reaty. Chapter' s~. 
He readily allowed t1:3.t it .... as nor, but contc.::ndc.:d that it I.l.Id the foun. 1738101739. 

dation for onc. He again adverted to the alare which he had In IllY- , ' . ".. J 
jng this foundat ion, and declared it to be his greateft booft at prerent, 
nnd would be his greateft honour in Cu cceeding times, to be mentioned 
as the mininer who had endea\'ourcd by thiS convention to prevent 
the neceffity of making war upon a nation with whom it was our greatrft 
interefi to be at peace, at' a time when the doubtful fituation of Europe left 
us little hopes of affi(b.nce, and gave well.foundl.:d apprehcnfions -of being at-
tacked b}' other powers. He deLlJ.fcd that a wa.r with Spain, after the ('on-
ccffions already made, was unjuft, impolitic, and dilhonourablc; that Eng-
land being a tr:l.ding nation, the profperily of that tr;\de ought to be the 
principal objeCt: in view. "Admitting~ however," he faid, "that the convention 
has not effC:Cl:ually anfwered the expeebtions of the haufe, ihould it not be 
confidered whether the declaration of war would benefit tradt', what profpect 
of fuccefs could be reafonably entertained, and particularly whether even a 
fuccefsful war with Spain, might not involve us in·a very doubtful and ex~ 
penfive war with other powers? Thefe confiderotions fcem never once to 
h:1Ve occupied the thoughts of thofe who are ad~ .. crfe to the queftian. 1t is 
laid down as a maxim, that we ought immediately to enter into a war, and 
yet nothing is allowed for the uncertainty of the event, for the interruption of 
commerce, and the prodigious expence with which it would be attended. 
But fhould we even lay afide thefe confiderations, are we to have no regard 
to common juftice, to thofe trea.ties, the obfervance of which bas been fo 
juftly contended for? There treaties prohibit all trade with the Spanifh Weft 
Indies, excepting that carried on by the annual affiento (hip. In contradic· 
tion then to thele exprefs t1ipulations. are our lhips never to be fea«:hed, 
and i. the trade to the Spanilh Weft Indies open to every inh:rlopcr? For 
what difference is there between throwing that trade ope~, and hllving a Ii. 
berty not only of approac'1ting their coalls, but even of hov~ring on them as 
long as we pleafe, without being f\:opped OJ' fearched? Thefe are the unjufi: 
conceffions which the advocates of a war require. The convention, on the 
contrary, ftipula.u:s that the tre:lties fub6fting between the two crowns,. 
Ihould be the rule fOT Cettllng difpute, relating to trJ.de. \Ve arc, therefore. , 
in no da.nger of fuffering frolll the convention, bcca1.lfc it is admitted that all 
we auaht in rear en to claim, is the obfcrvance of thofe treatic~:' He hoped, 
I.herefore, that the-addrcfs would pafs. 

The ¥idrefs was carried by a majority of only 28; 2.60 againft 131 

On 
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On the enfuing day, the report of the refolution in the C'ommittl."e tC1 at' 

drcfs the l-ing, being Tc:\d, the re·commitment WllS wamlly urged . PUlt t'11 " > 

who had T('fl'fvcd himfclf tilr this day, opened the debate, and W:l~ j.>r t)N II ' 

by Sir \V,ll iaOl "'rfldh:un. Their fpecches were fu ll of dccl:lnhlllOn oJ .' , 

invcfll\'c,aml ( onuillcd no new arguments. The minifter replied ;n a Ion? IIK1 

cbbomtc 'jx.' t' ch, In which hc defended the convention, and expbi'J{' I ."e 
t Tl' :1.fics of 1667 :lncl 1670' H e fbewed that the d'emand of not ICJ i ., LOg 
JJri! ilh {hips was a new demand, and therefore it could hot be I."XI ... fl:cd 
that Spain nlOuld renounce a right which they had hitherto eA:crclfed, 
without due ex:unination. He obfervcd, that the bufinef'i ",,'as of 1o in
tricate. as well as delicate a nature, that it could not be ft:ttkd at onc<" 3nd 
in a moment, and Iherefore in rcafon, juflice, and prudence, was properly 
left to the dilcufJioll of the plenipotcntiarie~. After a few other 4"ICcches of 
little confcCjI1 (' nce, the mot ion far a. fe-commitment W35 negatived by 244 
<lg.1inll 21+ -, 

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-THIRD, 

IW:/IiOIJ if tbe ftfIl1 oltt, •• -ClJryt'qllcIJuJ.-BC1IYUiaL All; of Pnrliament.-Dllltijl; 
Subjidy.-Oppojilion and A,'lecdolts oj Jolm Dulce 0/ Argyle.-You of Cad". 
-Terminfltion of tlte Spnllijh Negotiali,n.-Dedarllfion of War.-Condufl of 
Englnlld :-And of Sir R obert IYalpule.-Diviji;'u ill ihe Cabillfl. 

T H E laft effort ta prevent the addrefs on the com:ention baving proved 
. ineffectual, great part of the minority carried into execution, a defign 

which they had previoufly concerted. It was no lefs thaD to abfent them· 
fdves, or, as it was ('ailed, to juede from parliament. 

Accordingly, Sir Vvtlliam Wyndham, to whore advice, at the inRigation 
. of Bolingbroke, this mcafure has been ufwlly attributed, faid, "I have I«n, 

• Joumals. 
with 
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with the utmoft concern, this fhameflll, this fatal mea[ure, approved of by a 
majority of but 18, anu I now rircto pay my Jaffduty to my countrr. as 3. 

mcmLcr of this houfe. 
" I was ill hopes that the many unanfwcrable argument~ urged in ' th~ 

tkhate ag:linft the conven tion, might h:wc prevailed upon gentlemen to have 
for once litlcncd to t1lc dictates of Tcafon; for once to have diflinguiOH'd 
thcmfd ves from being 3. faction ag3inft the libcrti\,.!; ami properties of their 
fellow fubjctls. J W35 the morc in hopes of tlli ~ , fince in all the com
ploies [ have been in from the time this conn:lltion has been fpoken of, I 
ha .... e flot found OJle finglc perf on without uDOrs pretend to jufli~' it. h it 
not flrJ.ng.:=, that the eloquence of onc nlln OlOuld have fo great an cff..::tl- within 
there walls, and the unanimous '..-oice of a brave fuff~ring peopl!! wirhoul, 
Owuld han;~ fa little:? l ;:tnt (urprilt:d that 1 nlOulrJ be (0 blind as not to dif
ct"rn one argument that has tht leafl: appearance of reafon, among all that 
has been oflered, for our agreeing to tllis !\tldrefs. This muflproceed 
either from the majority of this houfe being determined by argumen ts that we 
have not heard. or from my w:mting common fenfe to comprehend the force 
of thofe we hayc heard. In the 'firll: cafe. I think 1 cannot, wirh ho
nour, fit in an :dfcmbly which is determined by motives which I am not 
at liberty to Illf'ntion; and if the bil. is the cafc, I look upon myfi.-lf as a 
" eC)' unfit perron tp f~rve as a fenator. I here, Sir, hid a final adieu to this 
houfe. Perhaps when nnother parliament {hall fuccced, I may be agailt at 
liberty to [erve my coun try in the fame capacity. I therefore app~al, Sir, to 
a future, free, uninfluenced houfe of cernmons. Let it be the judge of mr 
conduct, and that of my friend~, on this occafion. Mean time, 1 !hall con
,dude with doing that duty to my country 1 am ll::ill at liberty to perform, 
which is to pray for jts preCervatiim : 

" May, therefore, that Power which has fo often, and fo vifibly interpofc:d 
in behalf of the rights and liberties oP this nalion, continue its care over us 
:It this worft and moll: dangero'us juncture, whilft the illfolence of "enemies 
without, and the influence of corruption within, threaten the ruin of her con~ 
ftitution ." , \ 

The animated tone of voice, and impaffioned gefture which accompanied 
this cffufion,"were as dignified and fhiking, as the expreffions were petulant 
and off'enfive. The inlult offered to the houle in calling the majoritY a 
faCtion, raifed the indignation of Pelham, and b~ was in the aCt: of riling to 
move for commitmtnt to the Tower, when the minifter, confcious ' that 
fuch i meafwe would create a dangerous ferment in the country;p~ventcd 

him. , 
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him by ri6ng himfelf. and with an animation and (pirH equai to th&t wl1icb 
had diiHogu\tbed Sir \Villiam Vlyndham, (aid, 

H Sir, the mC.1fures which the gentleman who fpoke laft, and his friends 
may pm'fue, give me no uneaiincfs. The friends of the nation, aDd the 
hour~, are obJ.ged to them for pullin~ off the mafk, by ml".k.ing thi! plTblic 
dednration. \-Ve can be upon our guard agalOft open rebellion, bUl 
'tis dJfficuJt to guard agamft fccr~t tr:l.itofl. The faction r (peak of, nevel' 
fat in this haufe, they never joined in any public mcafure of the go\'crn· 
Ulent, but with a view to dduefs it, and ferve a popin\ interdl:. The 
gentleman \\ ho is now the mouth of this fattion, was looked upon as the 
head of thofc traitors, who, twenty,five years ago, con(pired the deftruCl-ion 
of their country, and of the royal family, to ret a pOpinl pretendcr upon the 
throne. He \\'as fd(,,'<! by the vigilance of government, and pardoned by 
It'S clemency; but all UH! ule lIe ungratefully made of that clemency, haq 
been to qualif) himfelf nccvrdiug to law, that he And his p:ut)' may, fome 
time or other. have an opportuillty to overthrow all/ow. 

H I am only '\fmid th.lt they will not bo Co good as their word, and that 
they will return. fQr I rcou!lllhcr tho.t, in the cafe of their favourite pTC& 
late·, who was impeached of trenton, the Came gentleman and his faCtion 
made the fame refolution. The)' then went off like tr!'irors 43 they were, 
but their retreat had not the detertablc effeCt they expected and wiOled, 
and thcre10rc they returned. Ever fiote, Sir, 1hey have perfevercd in the 
fame tr.::i\fooable intention of (erving that intercfi, by dilheffing the govern .. 
ment. But I hope their behaviol"lf will unite all true friends _ of the pre .. 
ftnt happy eftablifl'llnent of tIle crown in his majcfty's perron and family 
mare firmly thiln ever; acd th~t the gentlemen who, with good intention!!, 
have b.:en deluded into the like meA(ure!, will awaken fran) their delufion, 
Cince the trumpet of rebellion i~ now a.udadouOy fOUlldcd t." 

The confcquenee of this meafure WJ'S, to lht (ecederl difappoiotment, and 
fpcedy repentance, to the minUter f"tisfaCtion and triumph. In fnd, they 
}wi (carcely d~c1ared their rrloiution, before they fllw and e.ppreciated the 
impropriety and iU policy of the meaCure. They even fiattt'fC'd themfclves 
with the hopea of being c"l1ed be.ck. to their poits. Severn! of the minority. 
among whom were Sir John Barnard and lord Cornbury, refured to defert 
thcir parliamentary ftatiom.; and the applaufc which they r«:cived from 
their coo{tituents, 3$ well 4S frorn all modera.te penon!, was a t;p.cit re
JI.Clio. 0. Ih. conduct of the oth.". I. f.CI., the 'feteders r .. med hot un· 

• Atterbury. 
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willing to rdrieve their error as foon they had commltte<1 it, byavailillg 
diemlelves of the call of the haufe, which fiood for the cnfuing M omla}'. 
and to have come dowlT in a body for the purpofe of cnforc;ng fome violcnt 
motion". But the minifter fufpeEt ing this delign , prevented {he execution 
of it, by obtaining an adjournment of the haure t ill Tucuby t . They now 
experienced th:e ill policy of their conduct: The n'ltinn was not inflalllcd 
hy their abreace . It required no great uepth n+ unJcllbnd ing to compre
hend thefe fimple queftions: If It be admitted that tlH: l:onfbtutiun was ill 
danger, why did they quit their fi.ation ? If the majority uf tile COllllllons 

was a f.taion, influenced or corrupted hy the minifier, why did they make 
that f:action !1:.ronger by ret iring from the hou(e, and lea.ving the minifl~r in 
poff'effion of means to extend his corruption ..... it h greater facility? 

It was a great caufe of fatisfaction and ' trium ph to the minilier, who de
dared that no event during his whole adminiO:ration, had evcr relieved him 
from more embarraffmeots, Of fupplied him with greater means of fl:l'ving 
the real intel'e!h of th is coullt ry. .He oblervC'd, that while he was conti
nually baited by oppofition, he could not introduce a fingle bill , of the man: 
bt'Oeficial tendency, which would not meet with refiflance, or expoft! him to 
obloquy. But as th ~ principal lc.lClers of the minority had retired from 
parliament, he had nn oppon unity to propofe leverJ.l, which kndcd to 
promote the commefce and manufaCtures of the country. 

10 conformity with tillS plan, he encourageo and invited every [theme 
which fcemcd calculated for the advantage of the internal and colonial lfa.de. 
The manufactures of cloth were incrcafetJ by the bill. which laid ad
di tional duties on the exportat ion of wool, and facilitated it" importatiofl. 
from Ireland. The trade of the Briti!h colonies in the \Vefl Indies, was 
llighly improved by an act permitting the mtroduClion of fugar into 
[!.)Feign parts in Englilh bottoms, without firO: landing them in Great Brl· 
tain, and by rendering more effedool the duties on foreign fug.1r and 
Plolaffcs. 

A bill alf~, of confiderable public advantage-, paffed this reffion) for enlarging 
the powers of the commiffioners of \Veflminfter Bridge, and for en:lbling 
them to execute the whole flrutture in flone inflead of wood t. 

During the fecellion, the minifler was ernbarrafied with a motion for the 
repeal of the teft at\: . The ditTenters took this opportunity t() renew their 
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petition, from a perfuafioo, that the abfcnce of the T ories would deliver them 
from [0 many cert ain 0JlPoncnt ~ . The Tories themlClvcli" when appealed to 
br the mimficr's fLicml~, Cl.prcfl ;:d a malignant fali!>faEt ion at hi~ d iftrelS. 
They WI! h..:d to fcc In what manner he would cond uCt himfdf in fa delicate 
a li lll.lllon, and (cl'mcd not un willi ng [hat It Ihould paC., the houfe of com
mom, lon(cious l ild.t It woukl be thrown out by thl! lords. 

T be hO(Jes of the cJ i!fc,.'nt ets, and the majilc of the T ories, were equally 
baR-led by the c\'cnt. M :my of the " ' higs, who ufually gave t heir votes ill 
favour of the n:pc"II, yet d elcftcd fhe principles on wh ich t he T O/ics 
nCt:cd. ami l nnjidering the motion :l!> improperly im rocl uccd, with a view to 
pcrph."x govclomt:nt , voted againfl the molion. and, notwithftanding the 
abfencc of the T ories, it was negatived by a larger majority than had evcr 
appeared on that occafioll, 188 agalIlil: 89 -. 

Jt was probably at this period , that the minift\r, vexed at the diffenters. 
:lnd cun(ciOu:, liult he OlllU IJ , by fubmiuing to the repea l, incu r the difplea
!llle of the numerou:. friends to the efb bhOled chur'-h who fupporred hi" 
mcafures, hy his imprudcn[ frank neCs difobl ig,eJ the whole boJ )'" A depu
lation of diflenters waited upon bim, and Dr" Chandler, their principal , le
t}udletJ him to take' iota confideration, his repeated affu ranccs of good wli l 
tu their mufe, ilnd hoped that he would ama In obtaining the repeal of !hc 
tell aCt. He made them the uru:u a.ofwer, that whatever were his priv.\tc in
dj nation~) tile attempt was improper. and the time was not yet arri,red. " You 
have .fo repeatedly returned this anfwer," replied, Dr. Chandler, It That 1 
truil: you will give me leave to alit you when the time wiiJ come?" " If you 
require a fpc:.dti.c anfwer," fe.id the miniftec, U I will give it you in a woru
Nevc:r+" " 

Fortunately for the miniil:er, the abrence of the receding member:. delivcre<1 
him from much of that embarra1fment which he mull have experienced. 
bad they remained in the houfe duripg the diftuffion of the Danilli fubfidy, 
whkh was, fteverthelefs, & fubJed of ~onfiderable obloquy and mifreprcfen
tation. The king, as dedor of Hanover. had purchafed the cafth: and lord. 
Ihip of Steinhorft from the duke of Holfiein; but the title beiag difputed 
by a fubject of Denmark, the king of Denmark ordered a corps of troops to 
garriron the caflle. When a detachment of Hanoveriaas arri \'cd to take 
poffeffion, a ikirmilb cnfued, and the Danes were driven from the place. 
This event inflamed lbe re(entllleAt of the king of Denmark, who made 
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~tions '~: if he intended to ~enie the inCuJt, but -the affair was lOon ' C~r&r d: 
, . .u~ com~rotni(~ : . A, tmUrwas conCluded ~ith the, ~ii1g of Denmark, who, )!'" J 

aped to hold in readinefs 6,000 tr60ps for the remce of England, on receiv- v-'~ 
iag"an annual fubfidyof 250,00'0 rix dollars" and 1·50,000 more.wben they 

-lhould he taken into Britilh pay·. As this treat}' waS concluded ' foon after . 
the.diCpute conCerning Steinhorft. and as the cafUe and ·lOrdOlip were at 'the . 
tAme time ceded by 'Denmark to Hanover. the'oppofition nat~ly .couplcd . 
there two eveQ,ts together. and when the treaty was ~nnouncerl to toe' MaTS' 
h~u(~ of, commons, ruggeffed that -the compromi(e had beeD moot! at the 
expenp~ of this CQuntry, that .s~cjnhorft was acquired by Brit!fh mo~ey: 
their itafement has been adopted as true, and configncd to the page3 of hir-

. tory t. This Ilfperfi,oll, howe:vcr, is contradiCted by the fecId hiftQry o( this 
treaty, which the minif1::er 1at the time could not avow, and therefore only 
grou·n'~ed .his d~cnce pn -tiht common top~c of expediency. _ ' 

At .the period now under conrtderaiion, a war ~t.ween England ~d Spain 
was unav~itJable i and France, ,forc&eing the probability of being drawn into 
hof1::ilities, was fecretly endeavouring to forin ~Iiances with:feveral foreign 
fowers, and to 'detach ~th~rs from Great ~ritain. For this purpoCe fiie :Lad 
fecuted Sweden,. but failing in the "attempt to gain Ruma, turned her views 
to Derunark. The fituation· and! r;i'rcumftances of·the favereign; Chriftian ' 
the Sixth. gave hQpes .offu{;ceCs. He had involved liimfelfin greet expenw. 
from his love of building. and various' projea!~ a~d was at thi~ t ime 'enc~- ' 
~red with debts, Chavig{1i, t,he French miniR:er'~' Copenh~e?; offe~e<l 
the maR: advantageous terms If the king would engnge In an alltance With 
France, and a.s the affair of Steinhorft had recently happened. endea\'Our~ 
to infia1)'1e him againft George the Second, and propofed a triple 'allianco 
with Franee and Sweden, by which·· Rufli&"1-woula be· awed, Engla.ndwould. 
Havc'.' much·diBichl.ry ,jn procurjng ' n'avat:fto!t' from the· 'Ba1ri.C, and'"tJie: dec:
r~tc Of Han~ would he 'exJ'bred to ·the united ;artm oftlie al)ied 'P,Owers. 
ToLpn· Chnftian~'the French off'eredl'l. fubfidy of :.406.000 1'ix 'collars,· 'f01 
fix, eigbt;iff ten yC'llrs,~ reqgira1· nO jtroops~ but·. pmifed-& . poW(!l'f.ul . fucc~ 
~I>'MlMatk ,if.atcickdt:'-:-aoo 'demariQcd no"affifWtcc in·ret:urn if INis:nae~:aa ' 
~.;·;'Th", ~' >Of'<l)e';mark , f",DkIy communjc:it<if . ,~dt prbporalUo 
,1'<tl.".th",-:Eogtilh nUliilt" at Copenh.g.;; t ; obrervea, .tli.t ,6.flhmOa·';'>be 

'._,,riih·~':heff<juitOd ~ (u1>fidy, de<Iar<d~hat ~l'reien);d . Ijic ; oIli"n<e 
qf;~~~ t_~ ~"'tI ~cept • rmaller fubli<ly; \I"" .:ag~ to' ler, 
~'tOtm.J"",, 'li'NIand than we ... olTerN bv Frane~· '. n.. ,ro"y 
r ~ ;.{~~,~.,..' ' " . . 

~.:ia~ sO:;p.1,,14· .~ :.- , ., ·snIOJktt, vol. ,. p.,I), lftllqani; vol: I. p, Sh.· · 
't . :.':, ' o(,T~, ... L<tt .... to ,~B~"p; ·iW"""-l'opm: · " 
~:;,~~,,~ .• }l:; . 4 .' !.~ .~~. 
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was accordingly arranged, and concluded; the infidious defigos of Franc 
and Sweden were diCconcerted, and the peace of tbe north fecur:ed. 

If any proofs were wanting to {hew that the appofition to the mi.hi~ 
iter was In ClloH cafes merely pcr(onal, and" that orery meafure, howevel' in
Docent or mdillercnt, was fuppofed 10 be did:a.ted by him. and lJromoted for 
forne private View, an incident which p:lffed in the houle of lords Will leave no 
o Ol1 bt on the fubJed. When the bill for allowing the king to lettle an an~ 
nUlty of £ .45.000 a year on his younger children, was b rought from the 
commons to the lords, it W<1S obferved, in the courfe of the debate, tholt ihe 
children of the prince of Wales were not only unprovided but tmprayed 
for. This obfervatton alluded to the form of prayer for the royal family. 
iifued by the privy council upon the marriage of the prmce of Wales, 
when the name of the duke of Cumberland ftood next to thore of the 
prince and prlnceCs, and had not yet been llitered. ThiS fuggefrion was 
levelled againft the miniA::er, :lS jf he had jnterfered for the pUI pore of iofult
iog the I?rince. 00 this occafion the earl of Wilmington, whp feldom 
{poke in any debate, hroke his ufual filenee, informed the baufe, that he 
himfelf had counfelied the king to order the form of prayer as it thea 
ftood, and declared. that the minifter was totally unacquainted with t;e 
I.ITf1ngement. Thi~ frank and generous dtda.ration had the defired effeCt. 
At the moment it was known that the minifter had no concern in the buii
nefs. the petulance of oppoGtion C~(ed, and the bill paired without farther 
impediment·. 

At this period the houfe of lords was no lefs the theatre of contention 
than the houfe 'of commons; and the number of fpeakers on the fide of 
oppofition great and formidable. Th~ principal fpeakers on the fide of 
government were, Newcaftle, ! I:lniwicke, H ervey, Cholmondeley,lJay, :lnd 
Devontbire. Thofe on the contrary fide were, <Arteret. ChcJlerfield, Bathurft, 
Welbnol\:land, B<dford, Sandwich, H'lifox, Talbot, and Gower. 

To this chofen bandf .... as rcceDtly added John duke of Argyle and Grecn .. 
wich, wbofe prin:eiples and motives will be beft underft<>OC! from an &c" 

cOunt of his .previ;lUS lire and c®due:. He was born in 1618, and gave 
early indicatiOn! of talents aDd cr.pacity, which, hQI'N¢VCt. were rat!)er bril
hant tItM folid, and be attlined as S- A profici<ncy in claffical IeuniiIg 
... defultory application would fJMIlit. H. difcO¥efed an .earIy __ 
6ty to" military lif •• ...,d bcing~ to ._the ~ci_ 
... promoted by lLing Will ....... the eomID&A<lei ~ regimau: .""foot, 
bef~ be bad attained tbe age at Dinette1\. 

• TiAdeI, YO!. ;0. p, ..,1 z .. 
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In f703 he fucceeded his father in his LLtJc~ and efutclI. and to the confe. ChlptCT U" 
quence of iirft feudal lord in th~ Highl.nd-; of Scotianrl, He was appointed 1139' 
melllber of tbe privy council, captain of tbe Scotch horfe guards, knight of I_
the thiftle, and one of the extraordinary lords of (effioll. In 1705, he WM 

nominated lord high commiffioner to the parliament ofScot/;md i opened the 
parliament by a fJlc:ech. and by his influence h:l.U a grc:l.t (hare in promoting 
the union. though he declined being one of the commiffioners. Qn his return 
to England, his fervices were [0 highly approved that he was created an Englifu 
peer, by the title of barpn of Chatham and ead of Greenwich. ]n 1706, 
1708, and 1709. he made campaigns under the duke of Marlborough, and 
llighly dill.iogUilhed himfclf 00 v:mous occafions., particuhtly at the battles 
of Ramilies. Ouderumle, and Malplaquet, at the fiege~ of Oftend and 
Ghent, and at the a{faults of Menin and Tournay.. During thefe campaigns 
he gave tnftances of his high fpirit and pronenefs to take oJfcnC(, by an op~ 
pofition to the duke of Marlborough, with whom he is [aid to have been at 
continued variance. HIS difguA: was carried to fo great a height, that 
in I 7 J 0, when it was moved in the hou(e of peers that thanks fhould be 
gi.ven to the duk.e of Marlborough, the duke of Argyle made fame petulant 
objections to the motion. 

Hi~ cooduC[ ende~red him to Harley and the Tories, who then paid great 
co ..... t to a nobleman of his high rank, parliamentary abilities, and mihtary 
talents, and he was accordingly, in 1710. invefted. with the garter. He now 
quilted the \Vhigs. whom be had hitherto fupported. fpoke and voted with 
the Tories, and Joined in the cenCure that was paffed on dIe late adrni~ 
niA:ration. 

In confequence of thefe exertions. he was appointed embaffador extra~ 
ordinary and plenipotentiary [0 Cbarles the Third, k..ing of Spain, and com
mander in chie(ofthe Britith fo}ces in that country. During his continu
a~e in tbat high fta.tion, he perforl\led no eJ:ploits of confequence, which 
he imputed to .the miniR:ry. who were employed in nego~:lting the peace 
of Utrecht. He loudly complained of their negkCl, and w» ,0 much 
olfended. that although on his rerum to England he WIU conftituted com
mander in chid' of aU the land forces in Scotland, he ltibn became a 
vwlent opponent of Oxford's adminiftration, and i-e.fiA::ed the cxten6Qn of 
the malt taX to ScothuJd. lie fupported the motion, made by the earl of 
Seaficld.to dHfo1v.e ilieunioo, which he had fo great ihtLPC in tormmg. w:trmly 
(poke in m.our of the propofition, that the prolefiant fucccffiou WI! in 
&nger, and bitterly cc:nfured the peace of Ulrecht. In confequcDc;e of this 
opPOfitl,on be Wi! rcmcived from all his employments. 

4 I • On 
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l'eriod VIto On the iHncJ", of the queen, which terminated in her dea.th, he repaired, 
1.7elIOJ74Z, with the duke of SomcriCt, to the cuuncil chamber. infifted that the phy~ 
~-v- ficial1~ ihould be cJ(amjlled, and try his conduct on this occafiollJ rendered an 

cfft:ntial ier\"lcc to the houfe of Hanover. 
On the :tneffioLl of George the Fira. his fcr\'ic~s were not overlooked: 

H I.' Y.:l.S .lppo"ltcd onc of the lord~ j'Jftkes till the arnvd' of the king. re· 
Horcd to his employment of commander in chid of the Britin, 'forces in 
Scotland, was a member of the pri\'Y cuuncil, :lmI-made governor of Mlnorca , 
and colonel of the royal fCg1meQt of hode guards. He W3.S, at this time. 
in high flvour at court. was fckCleu ft!> one of the commiffioners fOI 
cftabltthing the boufehold of tbe pnnce and princefs of , .yaks, and made 
groom of the ftole to the prince. 

A'i commander in chief of the forces in Scotlanu, he was in t'7 15 f~nt to 
quell the fl·bcllian, and partially deft'ated the rebels with :l much fuperior 
force.n the batt1e at Dumblam. His: conduct, hdvoever. as well ns his mili
tary opcr:l.lion:. on fubft;.quent o<.:cafiam, were exp"rl'd to much cCl'irur~. 
Though he was a man of lugh fpirit and undaunted ('ourage. and alw.l)'s 
cxpofcd his perron morc than became the general in chief, yet he was before 
the engagement irrefolute and tlillident of his tatents. He <lid not know 
bow tcffeize the decifivc momCIH of action. 

When he broke the enemy':. lefr wing, he was hurried on by his ardoar to 
purfuc them too far, and on his return to the field of ball Ie found that his 
own troops had fuffered ext remely. and that h~d the enemy taken advan
tage oftheir fuccc[~. tbe king'sarmy might have been tntirely routed. In faa 
his condud: was rallied by the count ry peopl~, who fh.id that the general was 
a m.uch bettc:r chrifiian than 3 commander in chief, for he did not let his 
left h:lnd know wha~ hi~ right hand diJ-. 

He was accuCed of dilatory mearures, and. in-his turn, '3.rrajgn~d tbe mini
fur fOr neglett and inconfift.ency. Th letters which p&!fed betweert him anJ 
lord Town'hcnd. are filled with complaints, apologies. and rct:riminations; 
and he returned from Scotland as much difi3tis6ed with the king and 
minifiers as tbey were diffa.tisfiod with him t. 

His fituatt&n in the houfehold of the prince of Wa.Ie!I, gave fufficient op. 
portunhy to ingra.tiate himfelf Wtth the: heir apparent. His graotful tIW\~ 
ners. his dignifitd demeanour, his fplepdid talents, his animated ronverfatiol4 
Won capti~ated tbe prince, and e~ci.tcd. the jealoufy of George the Firft.. On 

• Amwtr te. ~ Speech of the DuU of theod u4 tbc Dute of .&mIL. 
"gyle, p. JB. . raptn. 
~ ComtpondCDCC Ue.tW'cm Lord Town. 




