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the mifunder£4nding in the royal family. he attached hiOlfelf to the fan , and 
was fYi"pettcd by the king of fomenting the prinre':. difcontent. Ot) this 
account he was fuddenly removed from the poft of groom of the £laic, and 
deprived of all his employments, to the great regret of the prince, who pl¥;cd 
implicit confidence in bim and his brother the carl of lIay. 

During the king's abfence he was much cOllfulted by the prince i and 
while he was accufed by Walpole and To.wnfhend of cJ.balling with the 
Tories. one of the caufes of ditgufi which the king entertained ag.linft thore 
minifters was, that they privately caballed wi th the duke of Argyle and his 
brother -, 

From the time of bis removal be oppofcd adminiftration with grc:\t acri
mony, until he was foftencd by tbe place of lord. fl:eward of the hou(<.!
hold, which was conferred on him in 17 19. From Ihis period heunjJormly 
fupportecl the meafures of government, although he was occafionally dif
gulled wi(h the miniftry. 

In the debates which took place on the muhler of c:lptain Porteous. and on 
tbe bill of pains and penalties again A. the provoIl and C;{y (of Edinburgh, 
the duke of Argyle had ftrenuoufly refilled the bill, but in this inllance he 
did not coniidcr himlHf as oppofing government, becaufc fevcul. aml p,arti
cularly his brother, the carl of llay, who uniformly fupporte<..l the meafures 
of adminHlrntion, pur[ucd the fame conuuEt. In the courfe of theCe de
bates however. he threw out leveral pecvilh expreffions, tefiifying hi!> difl.ke 
to all kinds of jobs, which were fuppofed to be levclb.l againft {II": milliiler, 
and feerned to indicate that he was diffatisficd. At the time of the rup
tUre between the king :lOd prince of Wales, his diCcontcnt became mOre 
maQifeft, and he finally entered the lifts of oppofition during the difcu!fion 
of Spanifh alfain. 

It is frill undecided whether his acceffion to the fide of oppotition w.u 
derived from the quick fight which pc: is faid to have pofi'eHed 'lvhm it 
was time to leave a minifter, or from di[guft and odifappointlllent, or frora 
difapprobation of meafures. But whatever were the motives which influ
enced his conduct. his defettion was a fevere blow to the minifter. He ga'9"C 
{reOl (pmts and energy to the Clufe of oppofition in the hou[e of lords. 
His violent and declamatory fpeeches were calculated to make a deep itn~ 
~Oll 00 the pu.blic mind, and his perfonal weigbt and intereft in tqe 
hqufe of CQIIUl'\on~ reduced [everal mem~ers from th~ mini~al . intereft, 
amo"8l\ whom w .. DodiDgtOD, who had long attached himfclf to the duke,. 
and' 100ked up to him,.. • fpecic! of "",ig,d. 

" 
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'Period VlI. The averfion which the :l.nti-minifi:erial party had conceived againft the 
,J7J7 to 1742. duke -of Argyfe, was now convened into rerpett and love-, ' He who W'IlS bit

I , ferly arraigned for his political wrfatility, was now applauded for his virtue and 
paf'lrimijiu. His oppofit ion to the rninifter caReelJed at once aU his former 
errOl';;, and he fuddcnly became the idol of the party. Pulteney paid a high 
eulogium to his great merit and exalted talents, while he was pretent in 
the houfe of commons, for the pUlpole of hearing the debate. Speaking of 
thore who had votd againfl the com-ention, Pulteney obferved. "They 
who had the courage, SIT, to follow the did.ates of [heir own b.cealls (I do 
not mean to refletl on nny gentleman) were difablcd from farther [erving 
their country in a military ca.pacilY. One exception, Sir, I know there IS, 

and I need not tell gentlemen that I have in my eye one mihtary perion. 
great in his charader, great in his capacity, greAt in the important offices he 
has di rchargeJ, who wants norhing to make him fiill greali!T hut to be Ilrip
peel of all the lJUfts, of ;ul t~C places he now enjoys.-Bl,lt that. Sir. they 
dare l1"ot do t." 

In the common topics of oppofition, the duh of. Argyle felt no embar
raifment. but when an accufation was brought forwards for paft tranfaCtions, 
which had taken place during his continuance in adminiftration, in the fupport 
of whic11 he bad b«:n attive and zealous, he felt hilllfelf in an awkwa.rd 6tu
.3.tion. It .... as not v.offible to reconcile his invedive againft the minifter with 
his well-known and often repeated apothegm, That all tirft miniiters had 
been fttulty. but that Sir Robert WaJpole had the Jeatl: faults of any mini
frer with whom .he had ever been concerned t. As an apology. therefore, 
for his Sri\: (upportin&o and afterwards I1traigning the fame mea(un:s, be ill-

• ThE: prop e{ ptll1y prejudice i. well leaR word Ie flIew it j Illfft ''''is De furptife to 
tietr. pWi.cd in the U Optaionl ofSarab, duchefa me. 
of Marlber1ugb," who emerrain,Q • flrong " 11/8-9 ,-1 think. it ir. qpire (ure that tOe 
1~I)Utempt and averfiun for the duke of Argyle: duke ° Argyle i, dc~mincl.!. and 1m 1hrown 

'wrute be fuPPOlited Sir Robert W.I~. btl! aWIY tbe fub'*<l. aDd be J,t(es to bawrt. vny 
iuilan1t, chMlged her opinion in hili favour, quick light •• it 'wu· time to Iqve a illt-
when the dllke .entered fuc ]iniOf opp06t~oo. Dinet. 

40 1138,-h it f~id tbe dUke of A1'&Y1e i, .~ 1738-9'-The duke of ~le fpttke 
cxtrendy ftllgry_ h if a cocnmon (iyillg. that chmhin)1.iY -(on the convtlUio.a "'\lb SpaiD) 
when I boufc i, to (.11 tbe nil ~ IWIIY; but and hal cert:Wlll), thrpwllllvay Ih~ (cabbard. 
I I'loubt there is nothing of IbAf 'in Ihlt (aU. .. '738-.q-AH the ~ I ellce bad to 
l od 1 "ther think lbe Gn,er muft be to 'b;,; ... ' bim. uJ.lOll • f«l)' jufl .accollot, u no~ turned 
lome n~ de1ninci f,uiliiedt w~ it • tbinJ; ",to love. ' 
W. vpcr has often dcme. " 174o-1'-~ date of ArUlc .. as 

"'17,a.-After ~U -the ,rat 'lICIlfe tlJm nUuit~pgtibCefor.manto.H 
wu of tbe duke of luxYJe'. being 'i~ , t '~ ....,.. ... po ~ 
ably aug!')' with Sir Kohen; e.crt tmog hM : Tilt Duke of' AiaY'fi.',' 6piiOh. i.tifwered, 
pit ~.,. ,in tbe boule wUhcm 11» "yin, dw: p. ~ I, Ja. - -

filled 
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{Uled that the minifter had engrolfcd the whole power of government, that 
the privy council was excluded from all knowledge of the proceedings, and 
tAat the meafures were only fubmitted to them for approbation. and not 
for examination. He: mentioned himCeJf as a witnefs of tbe truth of this 
ftatement. For although be was commander in chief, yet the knowledge of 
many. material tranfad:ioos had been withheld from him. He laid ~hat there 
were two cabinet councils in tbe kingdom, the king bad one, and the mini. 
fier had another, and that the King's kne\.V little or nothing of what was. 
done in the other. He thus end,eavoured to cxculp:ne himfelf. and to 
throw on the minifter the whole blame of pa(\: tranractions, which he and 
his party were difpofed to arraign, as arguments for his removal. 

The duke of Argyle was a warm. impetuous and animated orator. He 
poff'effed great fl uency of language and elegance'"' of diaioD. His fpeeches 
were highly declamatory, and Riled with affected cxpreffions of candour, 
conviction., and difintercftedneCs. They had always a very great effed, by 
appearing to be unpremeditated effufions flowing from the occafion and 
ad3pted to the moment. They were accompanied with all the graces of elo
cution. gefture, and dignity of manner. His cloquence was higbly cele
brated by Pope and Thornfon •• 

As there was great reafon to apprehend that the court of Spain would not 
fulfil ber engagemcnts, by paying thc..£. 95.000, the king fent a mdfage to 
both houfes (If parliament, expreffing hopes th3t they wouJd eruble him to 
make {uch farther augmentations of his forces, both by rea and land, aQd to 
concert {uch mHfures as the emergency of affain might require during 
the rece[s of parliament. The houfc of lords returned an addrers, a!furing 
bim of their [upport. The commons re.lved, that towards enabling thc 
king to augment his forces, if necdfary. the (urn -of £. 500, 000 lhould be 
granted. 

TIley alfo voted £.60,000, which,- according to the terms of the con· 
vention, were due to Spain fer tbt fhips taken in 171 8, And this {am., 
with the £. 95.000. was to be applied towards making fatisfaCt:ion to 
his majefty's iDjurect fubjefi:s for their loBh. The femon wa", foan after,.. 

• If ArJ:y1e. the (bret
, wholt tlll1nder born to wield,. 

• ADd.. JUte alike Ihe f~ and tho.field." 

AM """'!D MY' • . bht 
_____ "hom hi. ri~h tGDl\le 

w Pctr¥&tioa 6ttrJ,. aocl "iDS"the high debate. '" 

doled 
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dored by prorogation. The king's me{fage, the addrefs of the lords, and 
refolutions of the commofl'i, were fent to Mr. Keene, who was ordert:d 
to acqunint La Quadra, now marquis of Villarias, that this was a provi
fiooal power which was thouqht necdfary to be given during the recefs of 
parliament, fhould :lny emergency·occur which concerned the honour, intereft, 
and [:J.(dy of the king's dominions, and ought not: to excite jealouf)" 'and 
that the gr:lnt of the £.60,000, to be paid by England, jf Spain would 
difcharge the ['95,000, within the time limiterl hy the convention, W:l~ 
a proof of the king's defign to fulfil his engagements. But this conciliat
ing language had no effect. The face of affairs ~ totally changed in Spain i 
the haughty and infulting language of the Englifh parliament and people 
di(gufted and provoked that fenfitive nation, and for fome time all the ac· 
tions of the Spanifh court fully proved their detennined refolution not to 
ful6l the term!! of the con\'ention. 

The Span,iill minifters made: bitter remonftrances on the continuance of 
;tdmiral Haddock's fleet in the Mc:diterran.:an, which they confidered 'as ill
fulting their coafi:s •. 

Wh.:1t the plenipotentiaries met. the Spanifh full powers were not fo ex
tenfive as the Briti!b, and the meeting was adjourned on that accoant. 
Villarias'declared, on application bei .. g made from the South Sea company, 
that the king of Spain would liften tl) no proporal on the part of the com
pany until the /. . 68,000 was pnid. When thcfplenipotentiaries met, and 
the full powers were allowed to be drawn up in due form, de la Quintana., 
one of the Spanilh plenipotentiaries, announced, in the name of his mafter. 
tha.t while the Britirh fquadron rtmained in the Mediterranean, norQU or 
jtltillties were to be expected, thdf the Englilh were to be treated according 
to the rules of the molt rigid juftice.1 as the honour of the king of Spam 
would not permit any condefcenfion while fuch a fcoutge hung over thC'm. 
The' king of Spain himfelf, bitterly tomplained to Mr. Keene of the infuJt 
offered to hi!l 'hollour, by the cQOtinuance of the Britith fquadran on hi. 
co.1ft, aod decJared, that 3J the South Sea company U refufOO to pay the 
£.68,000, be thoughf bimfelf at liberty to trevoke the afficnto for ' ne-
groest and to feiae their effi:d's as an indemnification for that fum t." 

After this audience, Villarias fiaoi6ed to Mr. Keene, that his mafter 
-confi~trcd the peace at an end; diat there was no dependence on.the pro
wifes of the BritiCh court; inGfted. on the claim of fearching lAipI In the 
American ii:as, aIlIi concludod tIJ intimating, thot if t.Ilat claim, .... not 

• l\<covat of the ~ .. _ Spoin, 'IV.1poIc P._ t 'nDckl, "tOJ. :110. p. t I ,. 

admitted 



SIR ROB'E.RT WNLPOLE. 

admit~ as the balis of future MgOtiatiollS, there could be no occafion for Ch~ptt'f' iS, 
.. ny farther conference ,-, This WIUI juilly cODudcred as a prelude to the . 17)9 . 
.tledaratioo of war; the moft vigorous preparations were made in England '- ~ 
.for offen five operations; Haddock, who was cruiCtng off Cadiz, was conCtder~ 
.ably reinforced; Sir John Norris hoiftcd lhe union Hag on board the Namur, 
at Chatham j Sir Chaloner Ogle was ordered to the Weft Indies with a. 
large force, .while Horace Walpole embarked for Holland to require tbe 
.quota. of troops, ftipulated by treaties in cafe of a war. 

Tbe nilitiftry had fent to Mr. ~e his 130ft inftrultions. which.we~ to 
declare that the king inCifted on a full renunciation on the part of Spain, of 
all claims of fearching B~ti(h £hips, .as tbe balis of a future trea.ty, and 
that tbe honour of the BotiCh. crown and nation would not fuffer any farther 
negotiarions, but upon that cODdition. He jikewife demanded, in very pe~ 
remptory terms, the immediate execution of all that had been £lipul'ltcd on 
the part of Spain by thi convention. and that tile Britifh rights to Georgia 
an<l Carolin.a lhould be exprefsly .acknowledged in the future treaty. He 
farther obferved, that {be hilure of the crown of SpaiD to fulfil the terms 
of the convention, bad given a new turn to the frate of affai~, petwcen the 
two courts, which intitled his Britannic majefty to he more peremptory, and 
to rite in his demands, efpc:cially confidering the vaft expenccs which .the 
SpaniOl breach of fuith hall obliged 9rea.t Britain to incur. jn armaments 
bOth by fea and land, Mr. Keene, as ufual. recdved an cvalive anlwer, but 
renewed his applictions to the Spanifh miniftry, and firmly told them, that 
his t:ourt had adopted a rcfolution of graating their ~ubjeas libcrtY4 to 
make reprifals on the Spaniards, 3.04 that ~e was ordered to leave Spain if 
be: did not immediately recei\'c a 'G.tisfaCtory anfwcr +. 

Ttle reply amounted-to a ded3r~tion of W:p'. The Spanilh. court, Cecrc:tly 
inftiga.ted 'by lhe French, eager to obtain the affiento contra8:, and to become 
the carrien; of the Spanifh trade." inlo tile 'Veft Indies, rejeCted (0 difuonourable' 
a ~o~promife, and prepared f!lr hoffilities with ~n1Jfual aaiv~y, The Britii\t 
cabinet 'i.{fued lettets of reprifals, !lfld Admiral Vernon was fent willl nine 
tnen of war to intercept the Atfogue {hips in their pafl"agc from A~c:ric3, 
,to Spain, &nd then to reduce porto Bello. 

o The declaratiol1 of war asainft Spain was rc~cived by aU ra:nks :md dif!tnc. "Oct. 19, 
ii.oDs of men, with a degree of enth116a,fm and joy, which announced the ge4 D edar.1!19ll 

DCt&l frenzy' of the tabOO. The bells were pcalcll in all the churcbes 'of ofwu. 
, 

IWM; "01. 80. p. 4 ro). 
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'Ptwlod VU. LofldOft·; It.\1HU and acclamations rtfounded on &ll CuI:s; a nwnetQU'I 
173iio 'i+2. proccffi~ atteftdad t~(} heralds into the ci.c" and th~ prince of Wales 
~ did not deem it a degradation to accompany it, and to ftop at-the door 

ohha: ltoCe Ta.vern, Temple b', and drin.k lucce(s to the WM. Till: flocks, 
which had been (orne time on ,he dr:c1ine, r;ofe ini1ant3.ncouay. Thi/i 
unufila] czircumA:ance. at the opc:niag of a. war, ,,'as o.w.ing to ihe {angulnc 
~'{pcEtation, that hoftilitil'5 would be caTllied on at thet:x.vence of the enemy. 
The poffeffions of Spain in the Weft Indies were cooii~d as lik.ely to 
fu.ll"aR eafy prey to the Britilh ~ventu.n:r.l. Thlt m4zU:lIlts lWt!icipatcd 
I:he monopoly or the commerce with South Americ~ and the poBellions of 
t.he mines of P~ru and Pot.Qfi. But thefe idle dreams of riches Md conqudl: 
lOon proved fttllaciouB; what the l11in~fWr had. iOreken, now ltapp~ned: 
England {toos finglyengaged m war wit hout an ally. 

TIl(! Spanilh manifefto fully jufii6ed the condua of SJHM n~ and pJlO'VeQ" to 
impartial li.urnpo, tha~ ~hougl, in.thct Mfwlal·to p"¥ l'bel.. 95,000, fhl appeared 
to be! the aggrdfor, the Engli£h ,"roe the real aggre4brh and that while a.trea~ 
ing to comply with-the letter, they had-violated t.bc fpirit <tf tho trc:a.ty. Franca 
artfully avaii;,d herfelf of thefe circumftaocas;. while ale a.rmed' bo~h by {ea· and 
mnd, with a view te ifttimU:iate England, and' to join Spain. whenever a 
fu.1'ourable opportunity fhould oceur, ,the- artfully ofmoed her medlQtKm to 
compore the djfferences. and prevailed..on the Dutch to maintain a {late of 
neutrality, by tbreateniD~ them- with an army of 50,000 n\cn towards the 
Eow Countries, and alluring them with hopes of lharing the {poils of the 
trnde which the Englifh carried OIl to Spa.nifh Americ&~ 

Co.,duR: 01 On rev~wing the conduB:: of ~and. ,from the renewal of the t1ifput~ 
5Daklnd : conceming the Spanilh depredations in 1737. to the declamtion of war, we 

lhalt not hefitat'e to confers, that it was mconfiftcnt, unjuft, haqghty, :lnd 
violent, 

• The Briti{h nation liftened only to one fi4e- of the queftion, gave implicit 
c:t<dll to ' all tb! aagerated accounts of the cruelties· committ<d by the 
Spaniarcb without d\lt evidence, and' withOut noticing tbc violariom of ex· 
p'Cf' treaties by the Britilh tradm. The diB'iculty of obtaining an accur.ue 
fiatemtnt of f&Cts, which had" paKed in tbe.American feas, was reWom taken. 
into ·confideration. In"lbnt and full ~puatiOD fllr a:unages,. not {umcieDtly 
I;Il1bentic.tJ:d; abd alway. 0 ....... "". !"' lOudlyaDd.repeatedly call<d for. , 

.. It if 1'tCCI'1W, that Sir Robert Walpole: W. wtre ~r. tbe.aa1'MbJ. <If WIt. 
IIIIIIriD& tbe btu. riDging, ioquired the ca.re T~ now "ulltlc: bell., be rrplkjl, but the, 
., CoeD ~'" and WM inmrm.d dW lbe, "will ~ 1CIriI(. tbrir hand.. • 

, Tho. 
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The cry of No ptl7r/t echoed from one 'part of the ~ingdom m another. ahd 
rc .. .-erbemtcd (rom London to Madrid . The common topic~ of juftice and 
humanity were forgotten amidO: the puhlic ardour; a general enthufiafin per· 
,'adell :111 rank .. of people, :md the religiou .. crufade ngninft the Sar:tcens, in 
3n age of bigotry and Ignorance, \Va'; Dot profecutcd with greater fervour 
tban [he comoltrcial crufa.de againfl: Sl1l.ln. in an enlightened century. The 
crown of Spain was reviled and degraded in the crt! of Europe~ by the pe- _ 
tulance of declamatory dbquence; impericu" meffagcs were Cent to Madrid, 
and the man haughty and irritable court in Europe. pro\"Oked and ll\[ulted 
beyond the poffibility of farther forbc;u"aoce .• 

The public conducl of the minifttr i3 :lifo liable to much animadverfion. 
though from a diftertnt caufe. 

Burke fays," 1 obfcrved one fault in his general proceeding. HI: never 
manfully, Pllt forward the entire firength of his cau(e. He temporiCc:d ; lIe , 
ma~aged\ and adopting very n(arly the kntiments of his adverfaries. he op.\ 
pored lhdir infermces. This, for :l politi-':omtnllnder, i5 the choice of a 
weak potl:. His ad\'erfaries had the beutm the argument, as be handled 
it, not as the reafon and juftice of his caufe enabled him to man~ it. , 
fay thi~ after having reen, and with fome care examined the original docu
ments, concerning cerlain important tranfa&ioos of thore times. They per. 
fedly fatisiied me of the C'xt reme injuftice of that Wllr, a.nd of the filI.lhood. 
of the rolours. which, to his · own ruin. and guided by a mifbken policy, 
he fulfered to be daubed over that m(:lCti re. Some years after. it was my 
fortune to cohverfe with many of the principal acron againft tha.t rninift.er, 
and with thofe who principaUy excited that clamour. None of them, no not 
one, did in the leaft defend the meafure. or attempt to Jufiify their cOlldufr, 
which they as frec:ly condemMd as thc:Y would ha;re done in commenting \ 
upon any proceeding iD. biftory in which tbey were torally u~concerned. I 

Thu,s.it will be. Tbey wlio ftir upllbe people to improper -defires, whether , 
of peace or war, wiH be condemned by themt(,!\.-es. TJley 'Nho We.1k1y ridd. 
to them. will be cOGdemned by hiftory •. 'J \ 

TI.:fc.ohf .... atioM ... p<rfc..'lly juft; but lh. Uguciou. author did "'" 
. mf6dendy confider, and perhaps did not kn6w. the,delicate lituatioa of the 
lJ1iniftd, aad,~ etbbrm:affi:aents under which he laBoured at this partitu1n.r 
Jundure. Wolpc!Ie lo~f "",U. kne., the ftroogtlr of, tire atgumettts, .. hicn 
might _vebeon produced "S"inft the'~ oftlhe minol"ity. I:ie '''~ 
aware. '~.llls lIo!iIiiIlI°wloe mdld '" .. '" South! Sea>, >!'<;r, pMoipolly 

• ~CII'I~"'alt;e'P.: 3. 

4 K. 

Chaptct ~. 

1739· 
I. • , - . 

And of Waf· 
pole., 



6", 

Pt:lioG vu. 
17]7tOI74;t· 
, .--" 

IKIiD:ation Df 
*kiD~. 

MEMOIRS OF 

engaged in carrying ort an illicit trade, and in importing and c~jng 
illicit goods; that few of the caP.tures were illegal; and that the ~iards, 
though they might in fome mftances have tranfgrcffed the b6unds of {'tna 
juftia. yet in general were fufficiently vindicated by the conduct and beb~· 

j viaur of the Biitilh traders. 
r The faa was, that the nation could not hear tbe truth; the minds of aU 

Dlen were fa inRamed with tales of cruelties, th.t any attempts to contra· 
dia them were wholly ineffectual. The ~inifter himfelf could not venture 
to qucftion or detry them. 

An inCtnuallon thrown out by fome of his friends, that the Britilb fhips in 
the Wdllndies canied on fmuggling. contrary to treaties, and to t4.e true 
iotere!\: of the [.lir trader, was rcctilt"cd with high indignation, and reprefcoted" 
by opppfition, as a refledion calt upon the whole body of"Engliili merchants 

, in Afl4Crica. -, Nor need auy other proof be given of the gcnerol iDfatua~ 
tion and frenl.Y, which prevented the voice of truth and rcafon from being' 
bClud. [han tbOlt the f,J,lJie of Jepkins's ears was fully credited, and that no 
ooe could venture to call in queftion the truth of that_ abfurd ftory. He 
was obliged therefore to confine the defence of t~e convention to the expe
diency of the meafure, the inconveniences of war, and the ou:lvantages of 
peace, with fuch general .arguments as were anfwered and nullified by im
paffioned appeals to the feelings and honour f)f an injured ana infulted nation ~ 

Hil oppofition to the wa.r, drew upon him odium and unpopularity; 
from all quarters. Even many of thofe who 'Voted _with him from per
fonal confKlerrtioos, were equally free in their complaints of bi, indolencc. 
want of fpirit, aod averi'1OfI to yigoroos melLfut'CS, tOr vindicating the national 
honour, and chaftifing the infolencc of Spaniili depredati()ns. 

The king was eager for war, Infpired by a mania} fpirit-and natuflll mag .. 
nanimity, he was difpofed to feek reparatiOft ofinjuries by military'operations, 
pref01ably to the flower and lef. fpienclK! methods of negotiation. 

Bt tbe death of queen CoroIiDe, Walpole hod klft· hit principal pr<?te&efs'; 
one who uniformly apprt'Ciated his co.Jets , _ promoted his ,ytews j who 
D1IiDtained in tho king" miM thek,fiI_1c fenti_ whicb lhofe who 
"'ere ._ his penon, . ..., IobGuriag 10 c:bange. Her _ gave full 
kopt to ,he intrigue. of .1I",oU.",,1D the<abiaet,,,&o ;';'Iincd for-war, 
'.m ""poW ""'" ......... wIoioh.dle 1!Iinibr..uhod .... .odopt! ' 

no, duke of Newaftlc _ ~,,"""""t i1l fiIpporting4li<:t-. 
~ o(!Iac petition, wloichlilc ~l>od ddi~ 10, tiIc&U>g ;.. • .,57 • . ~ ....... ,. .. , 

In. 
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Jh confomiity to this ftatemeJ1t of the ~grievances) he drew up an angry me .. ' ChIptn' s",,' 
morial, which Keene was ordered to prefent to the Sp:milh minute", in 11)9. 

,which he endeavoured to prove that the Spaniards had broken the ;uticles jn -.- . ~ 
. reveral treaties, and particularly alluded to the troty of 1667_ liltis memo-
ml- was forwarded to Keene, to be prefented to the court of Madrid-, and 
Horace Walpole- was crdered to draw up a fimilar one, to be prefented ter 
the ' State~ General. But the'tagadty of Horace Walpole f.lw the fad in a 
very different light . He wap fully_fenfible that the treaty of' 1667. refemd 
only to the trade whi"b Great Britain W3! permitted to carry on to the 
Spani!h dominions in Europe only, and had no reference to the American 
commerce. This opinion he reprtfented. with his ufual freedom. and pro\'td 
by undoubted documents t . 

Sir Robert Walpole adopted this mode of thinkiDgt and. objetted to' New
caRie's memorial. But being' unfupported by the king, and the other I1JCm. 
bers of the cabinet, he was compeUed to withdraw his oppofition, and a1rent 
to the meafure. Even when the convention. was rarified, :md the fettling of; 
the difputes referred to an amicable compofition, Newca.ft1e .ndoptt-d the 
opinions and language of oppofitioPt Md ebferved, in a letter 10 the Britilh 
minifter at Madrid : 

" His majefty's view and deGgn. is, that this commiffion fhould not, like 
lome former ·ones, be t1rawn into length and produce no etfctt; but that all 
points in difpute-between the two crowns, may be thoroughly examined, 3.n~ 
finally fettled and .djuffcd'; fo that a perfect good' underft>.nding may be 
dbblifhed between the two na.tions; WhiCh is i",po.ffi'6le I'D 6r .rmr, 'tIS long as 
I"~ depredations COlltinut i,l a"] nwnntr; ".ltd tlttrifore ,hc Iting I1«J tJC~fi. ,!tat 
tltt frttthm of "avitati~ of IUs JttbjeEls mOJ ;e ift8ual/y jUlIrtd I~ 111m J -IMt 
they moJ "a,fur bt lilliJJe t~ ~e tllict ' Dr jlm"md in tllrir HMJiga'i(J1l i" 1M Ame ... 
r;ran flllJ.to tnUI ft .. tnIJ part 0/ JUs JINljYlltiJrmI;"i~1Ut." 

The chancellor, Jold Hardwickc, ~ roan of moderation, good (cnfe, ~ 
cattdour, ... of the fame opi.aion with the duke of Newca.ftle, and fpoke 
wid). fum vehemence in tbe boufe of lords againft l,he deprcd3tiom, an. in 
fjvoW" 0> compuifo'r mtafures, tloa! Walpole. who ftood behind the . throaq 
c«cla.imed to theW! who _ weco near him, U BJDO ~gnoJ Ymir, ~ i " _
I.;cmI Horriogtotl iDcIine4 . to tb. (.~ri_!S of Nc)'lcalllh and Hardwiclot. 
Tho carl of. Wilmiogton .... alway. blindly .uaohed (0 tbe opin ... of the 
Ir.ior. and l~fio ... iwoud .the w.... He repented- thot ho· had d.dioeol 
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~pi04 VII. ~cccpting the cmploYJUCnts whkh h;1t.l been offl!r~d tp h!nl on tile de.3.th of 

4'737toI7 .. P' George the Firft; his hopei revi\'cd on the deccafc of queen Caroline"'j I:1c 
~ ~.rpi.rQtl to the nation of firft r:ninificr. and by his fecret influen~e in the 

\ (:~, occa6onally thwart~ and counteaded the ad\'ics= of Wilpolc. 

l.ord Hervey 
pril') ftal. 

The only members of the cabinet of whom 'Valpolc \\,lS fecurc, :'vcre Sir 
Ch3.f~s Wager, the ead of Godolphin, who h3.d Cucc.ccdcd lord L"nfdalc ill 
the office of privy fcal, which he retained in ('olllpl.i.ancc with the ~wlnles 'of 
lhe minjfterj to whom he was uniformly and inviolably attached, and the 
duk¢ pf Dcvonfhire, who was occafien:dly abfenf in Ireland. 

_ Many meafu~ we~ alec adopteil which. he did not approve. and many 
rperfons Jppointoo to commands, particularly BclmirJ.1 Vernon., in oppofition 
to his wifllCS. The letters of rcprifal wert' iffued contrary to his opinion. 
Newcaille had adapted the dcdaration of W1\or Jo tfte public opinion ·. 
in .Jirctt contradiction to hi !> know," tl'llttnlCOtS, on tllC' bafis of princi
pk:$'which beld up Ih~ delay of LuniliLies....to.-t:t.'f1fulC, and: as the minifi.cr 
-thought, witb Il view to caU. an odium upon him. 'The dedara.r.iotl had 
been appro\'c:d by the cal,l.iaet, and W:l$ on the point of being iifut:t.l in thi .. 
bro. when" firong rem}JnfiO\»Ce of liouce \Valpc.le + to Ihe lord ch.n-
CelIO·f. induced the fccretary of £late to amend this important paper .. 

·A (ti.Ugreater Couree of difcord had been dcriy~d from the relo1uticn of 
the minifter to obtain the privy feal for lord Harvey. wbo had uniformly 
provod ~ attachment, and had Clrenuoufly fupporteu his adlllinifiration. 
by fpei:cb.es, and by' hi. F"I. Godolphin, who hod fucceeded lord Lon(
Pale in tiat hi,gh o,&ioe, had announced his inte,mion of retiring, but had 
Iicl&XOli 1)1< .rcfigO>lion .... ClIO T~..n: Of.W'l1po4;, until the difljculties'which 

In flJ'lpolitiOIl Oh1lr;.d~ the nOmin&tlOA of He,rvey could be rf:m~ed. That noWeman 
.to Ne\\'c~ fIIt. bad, b¥.hi~ farQ..ftic and petulant raillery, rcmlc.rcd IJimfdf fo hjghly diiagrce. 

able to Newcaftlc, that in ~ leu<;:r to lQUJ chancellor Hard,wickc:, he obfervcd. 
t' :iir p,obert WaljlO\e ancl ru,l,t~i are not more oppofite in th~ boufe of 
coromol)', tha.n IO&~ fJorvCf ~ i ~e, wi~h ~d to our m.u.tu.al indiRa. 
';0"' \0 e;>ch gth«, in our hpQIA: t.. . Ii~ ,""",ly ~l'reG: .. tod ,he ol>j<Cti"", 
to IIi, promo!'.n, ~od tho ill d!<a~ wllic1l wOlM be <wi"ed 'hom it. He 
Ptopol«i, rollle, tban fooll)i\"tluot 'I><oduke of Orot"", tl>< Ioro cbaflc<Ilef, 
hi! b""llCr M., F.u.'\ll, ami bi",!O\{ JI>otIld rclign; lind e_ if tMY lhOllld 
110\ """ode to this mee.li>re, ,~oci l/iI. ~Ut;OII 6og11 ~o ""ire, .. thor t!¥n· 
bot what ~w;>r~",<\. ", "l"I'I9MlihU>lt ... ,at . ...,.do\ olio )''''0, _ii-



SIR ROBE1tT WALPOLE, 

ft:(ances on the fubjdl to". Sir Robert WaTj>ole, And a violertr altercation Chaptrr 51, 

p:1fred Between them at Cl:I,remont. Nocwithftanding rhcle pofiti\'c decJa~ '7~ 
rations, the mini£ler penevered in his reColution. Lord H crvey W3..'> at \e:ngsh ~- , 
otppointed lord privy feal, ~d Newc:ltl.le. either finding his e6-aclJutors not April, J i~O.' 
~ned to reiign in complrance wieb his requeft, and fafeened by the chiln~ 
ce1lor Olnd his brother, fupprdfed his difgn11:. and acquicfced in the nomina_ 
tion. 

The 6tu~tion of the minifter W'J.S ren<kred JHUmore jrHome. by the oc- Wdlpole 
caflonal iIi-humour of the king, who dlwarted anJ counteraCted his ,.jews at thWMtld '"'7' 

' I'b ' I h It d I' -"'ft 0 " I' ~ 'r' ,', .,,'.' e 'fiery moment W len e ma wante 115""", a.llce. .xovcrJ IOllances u a 
pcrtinaciou\ rcfuraJ of the minifi:er's juft rtquef\:s, appeared in the COUtre 0\ 
this fummer. But one in particular, will f"ve la Q1CW the extreme em
barratr'ments under which he laDoured~ 

Horace Walpole had fervcd, with little inte'rruplion, in the quality of eD
voy, plenipotentiary, or cmbaCfador from 1722. [0 1139. H I: had performed 
his fun8:ions with unremitting aaiduity and acldrefs i and had rendered bim. 
(elf eminently ufeful in [be condutl: or foreign affairs, H e had been fOr fame 
time weary of his employment, and exprelfcd an ~rndl: dcfire to return to 
England. On the Jcath af queen Caroline, his lituation abroad became more 
difficult. Contradidory orders were occafionalJy ifTucd from L ondon and 
Hanover, The opinion anJ advice which he freely gave, were not always 
congenial to the king'i German prejudices. ' He incurred difpleafure by t~ 
franknefi with whidt he declared his fentimenb on aU occa.fions, u.o.d lhe 
courage with which he oppofed the petty electoral views, which fomc.timcs 
interfered with the grand interdh of Great Britain and Europe. . Freqtient 
bickeriogs with lord Harrington, rendered bis continuanct: abroad more and I 
more irkfomt, and he refillCd aU dle importunities of hil brother, enforced 
hy the earneR: reprefentation of tbe chancellor, for whom be entettained.a:hc 
higbeil eficcm" and per[cvered in his rtfolution to re~ire from :,be diplpmatic. 
Jine. ' . 

Tbe nate of aJrairs) and tempef of the Dutch, who wen: prdfcd by ~ng .. 
land OIl' one fide~ and' by Fr.nce on.' the ot.hr.r, reQR-im1 Jl.!Pcrfon of Wea.laW,,: 
Ijfi~ add~s, and circuru(ped:ion, agr.eeab,le to the leading men. 9f the "tC.. 
RUb)iC • ...u ac'lUlliGted with the f.rnlS of tbeir complicated conftitut .... ~d 
capapl' of ob~ia\iog!he di!o,torinel' of tbeir couofCls, It woo _eiWy al!O. 
that'~b. ("ccdIQr,IhQUld b< attached to tbe miniller. and likely to iOllow 
tlI .. 4~io .. ,or .s~ .Wal~, Such. periOn was .Rotiert Trevor. fe • 
• . ~. t9l<lI'<l1:r~'ll!'. wbobi<!, frqm tb""!I~_~1 of ,H~Wal • 
• 'j embatr)'o ~o the Hague, ferved in the capacity of pnvate fecretary, and 

)rC. • durinw; 



lerW \lIr. during hlS abfcnce, had aCted as ('bilge d'affaires. He was difiinguifbl.-d flO Jdi 
f'.I11' TG 'H:l. for bis difcretion than his' talents, and his difpa.ches werc peculiarly i.otereft-
.r......-w......, .ing &nd animated. . 

Bu.t the lUng had entertained a violent prejudice againft TrevoT. and 
though he cou.lJ not with juR:iee or policy objet{ to his nomination, yet he 
clogged his miffion with fo many difficulties as near4t prevented it, and 
when thofe difficulties were finaDy overcom.e~ he pOulivdy refufod to 'confer 00 
him the united charaCler .of envoy -and 'pJenipotcntia1)', with lbe (al.u), of 
eight pounds a day, but infit\ed · that he fhoukl be only a:ppointed envoy. 
with a falary of no more than five .TXlunds. The repeated folicitations of 
WaJpole. in compliance with his brother'"s wilhes, had uo effect, all his at· 
tempts to pcrfuadc the king were ineff'et\"ual. 

Trevor had receiveu fran; Horace Walpole a'Promife of his recommenda
tion, and as he knew the affe8ion of Sir Robert Walpole for his brother, 
and believed ius i.nfiuence all poweriul in the clofet, he had confidered his ap4 
poinhnent to the offices of envoy and plenipotentiary, as certain as if it had 
pafied the great feaL Wben~ therefore, the minifter acquainted him with the 
king's inflexibility, he declined accepting the grant of envoy alone, 3S de4 

gradingto'himfelf, declared that, on account of the fmaUnefs of his own 
fortune, the {abry of ii,'c pounds a day was infufficient to' maintain an efta
blilbment, -in a ftyle and manner conformable to u[age. and confonant to the 
dignity of -hls nation. 

The minifter never felt bimfelf more chagrined. He wa.s concerned left 
his' brother ibould impute: to him~ a lukewannnefs ill promoting his friend, 
.n<l procuring a polt which h¢ been Calcmnly promired. He was "I'pre
htnfive left. Tr~or lh6u1d conceive hB influence over the king greater than 
it really'Wa5, and ihould fufpeEt him of duplicity, alld he was at the fame time 
.convinced. that no pcrfon was fo proper to be-tmployed at the Hague, He 
the;erorc fTal'lkly-reprcfc:nted hi, .fituarion to his brother; be exprefft:d his in
ability to preva.it over the ·eng, and intimated, that fhouJd Trevor decline 
1he appoi.ntmcnt of envoy, the con~uencc would be the incrtafc of the 
IlIing's c1ifguft, Uld the nomination of anotber penon. who m;g1!t be both in
capable Gf difCbatglug hi. funa;om, aad bedi(agrceablc: to them. He there
fen: earn<ftJy entreated bi. b~tbcr to obtai. the atq.,ie/'cellCe of hi. &iead. 
Hi. exhortation prewikd, 'f=oi,. the fuggeltioo of H""", Walpole, 
<ompftcd. and fuccccded bim at-<he HlogUe. in tloe <fU&lity of envoy 6DIy. 

!fonc< Wolpolo returned to a.g1and • .nd Coon .t'terward. rclipcid'tbe 
~ ttl coft' .... of the hourd,oId fo/. teU,r1hip 01',11. excbtquer. t1c·toot 
JIG ~!haio ;" l"'blic buiaeli;dlon in giving his adIl\aDcc tl:I his i>rot her 
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in the M3.Dagement of foreign affairs, and ftrenuoully fupporlillg hi:. me,aCure! 
in p:u'liament~ 

Thus fit!-lated, and thus cmbarraffed, thwarted by tbe ls.ill~, ('Quntcracl eJ 
by tbe cabinet, reviled by the na.tion, and -compelled to declare war againfl. 
his own opinion. a limplc and natural quefiion arifl's; Why did he not rc
fign? Wby did he frill maintain a poll: expofcd to 10 many difficultTe!t, and 
fubjeCt: to fa much obloquy? His intimate friends urged him to take this 
ncp, when the convention was carrieu in the houfc of t:ommons by a nl:l

jority of 1.8. In faEt, he did requeft the king's ~rmiffion to rdign ., ; He 
O:atod hi, embarraffments: He obferved, that his oppofition to tillS war 
would be always imputed as a crime, and that any ill Cueccfs in carrying it 
on would be atuibuted to him. The king remonfl:rated againft this re1o
~ion, exclaiming. U Will yOt,! defert me in my greateft difficulties ?" and re- . 
Ifufed to admit his refignation. The miniR:e .. reiterated his willies, and the 
king again impofecl lilence in fo authoritative! manner, that he acquiefced, 
Ilnd remained at the belm. . ' 

But his compliance with the king's comml1l1ds is by no means fufficient 
for his juftification. Had he come forward on this cecllion, and declared that 
he had oppofed the war as unjuft, and contrary to the intercfh of his coun~ 
try, but finding that the voice of the people was clamorous for hoftilitics, he 
llad therefore quitted a fuldon which he could not prdcrve ..... ith dignity, as 
he was unwilling to condut\: the helm of government, when he could -not 
guide it at his own difcrelion, and to be refponfible for meafures which he 
did not approve! Had he Ilaed this noble and dignified part, he would 
JUlYC rifen in the opinion of his own age, and have fecurcd the applaufe of 
po1krity. 

The confequenee of his continuance in office was repeated mortillcatioM 
from thofe wi~h whom he attecJ, and in(ulu from thofe who oppofed him, 
and th;t in Je(s than two years from this period, he was reduced to a com
pulfory refignation. 

The truth is, that he had neither rdolulion .... or inclination to perfcvere ill 
• Cacrifice which circumfianc~. feemed to require, and to quit a nation which 
16ng potrcroon had endeared to him. But tninifiers are but men; hum:!'n na-
ture does not reach to perfection; and who ever quitted power without a 
£sib,: or looked , biele to ~t without tegret ? 

VOt. I. 4 L 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY·FOURTH: 

]Vhl'Jillg of Parliat>wlt.-Retlllll 0/ the Seud~rJ.-EtJor/I of Oppojit;oJl.-Em
ban-a.§lI/eIlls ()j 1-Yalpolt: -Supplies,-Capt/llt of POlto- Rd 1o.-E:rp,:drtioll to 
AmN;co.-AllerrmiollS ill the Cnbmtt.-Pomgn Affaili.-Dcoth of Ilze Killg 
of Pnif!ia-Of the Emperor.-bwafi'lJl oj Srltjia. 

T H E decbration of war rendered it necclT.lry that the parliament 
!hould be 3.f[, mbled at an earlier h;,lf'lIl than u [uaJ. T 1JC king.1n his 

fpcl'ch fllml tb<.: thlOlIC, lpokc a language wJlldl coull! nQt iJ .IVC been ll:ro,lg,cr. 
had it been dlcla1cci hy oppolillon. In t he ofX. ning, he obfCncd, " T he 
prefcnt poflure of otw:1fblrs has obliged me to cJ.1l yo~ togdhcr at this time. 
Cooner th.ln Ihls bt:clI ufu:ti of btl:: YI,.J.rs. (hat J may hayc the unmelhate ad
via and aflifLmce of my p.;uit.lment, at £I llS cntlcal and utlportant conJunc. 
ture. I have, in all my proCl .. edlJlgo; ", ith the cour t of Spam, ltled agr<!e
ably to the {l.:lltc of both hou(c~, ilUU therefore I call make no douht, but 1 
fhall mert with a rC:l.dy aod vigorous CUppoTt in this Juft nnd necdrury .... ar. 
whid\ the repeated injUries and violence committed by t~lat nation upon the 
nal'lgatioH and commerce of thcfe kingdoms, and their ubftio.\cy and notorious 
Tlolation of the moil folemn engagctut::llts, have rendert'd unavoidable." 

He then mentioned tht: augmentati on of his forces, and the confidence he 
_ had in being fu rmlhed with the necelfary fupplies. After a~hcrting to the 

hc:\ts and animofities which had. wiib tbe greateft mduflry, been fomented 
thruughout tbe kingdom, and had ch~fly encouraged. the proccedings of the 
court of SpailO', he concluded byobferving. " Union among nIl thofe who 
have nothing at he:ut but the true 'intereft of Great Britain, ~Dd a becoming 
zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in the fupport of the common 
caufe of our (:ountry, with as general a <:oncurrencl!: in carrying on the war,as 
(hue h3.s appeared for engaging 10 ltt will make the court of Spain repent 
thl! wron~ they have done us; &nd CQDvince thofe. who mean the fubveruon 
of the prefent dlabliQuaent, that t"is nahon is detennin~, and able, both 
to vi'Hlicatc their *-.;o.rw honour, and to defen~ themfe1ves againft all our 
OltCn and. fecrer tnem.iea, both at home and abroad * on 

• J oumala. Chatl,dl tt. 
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In the heufe of lordS', the :1ddrefs pafi"ed, though not without n\Uch al~ 
terc&tion froln the peers in oppoGtion. at the mention of heat~ !lad arumo. 
hties, almoft without a divilion, 'and on a di,"ifion, the numbers were 68 
againft 41 •. 

In the commons it occafioned :I. warm lnd violent debate, which did not 
fa much relate to the fubjett of the aJdrefs, 3,S to the return or the receding 
members to their duty. Mr. Archer having moved the addrefs, which was 
as ufuat the echo of the fpecch, Pulteney began uy vimlialting the 1c
cemon. J -1(' enfilfccd the ncceffity of that meafure, for the purpofe of clear
ing thl!ir char:tCtcrs to pollcrity, from the imputation of fitting in an at
fCOlbly, where a determined IWljority ga\·c:1. fana ion to meafures evidently 
difgraceful to the king and the natioo. "This ficp," he {aid, '} however 
it has been hithc:rtQ ccnrureU, will [, hope, for the future, be treated in a 
diffl:!rcnt manner, for it is fully juftified by the declaf.ltio.1 of wolr, {o uni
,'crfally approved. t11at any farther vindication wiU- be fupertluous .. There 
is not an affertion maintained in it. that wat not. almofl in the fame words. 
infified upon by thofe who oppoled the convention. Since that time, 
there 11:lS not one event happened tbat was hot then forefeen and foretold. 
But give me Ica\'c to f:ty,Sir, lhat though the treatment which we have finee 
recch'cd from the court of Spain. may have [welled the account, yet.it has 
furniOl cJ us with no new I'c:t[ons for declarillg war; the fame provocations 
have only been repeated, and nothing uut longer p:l.ticnce has added to the 
juftice of our caufe. The f:lme violation of treaties. the fame in£ta.nces of 
injuftice and barbarity. the tame difregartl. to the law of nations, which are 
laid down as thcJearons of this declaration, werc then too flagrant to be de~ 
nied, and too contempt~ous to be borne. Nor can anyone relfon be 
alledged for junifying our going to war now, thal was DQt at equal force 
before the convention. After th::lt was ratified. and after the addrd; of • parliament to h!s tnajefl:y on th:lt head~ there was indeed fO(1Je (ort of pre. 
text for not commencing hofl:ilities, becau(c you had laid yourfc:Ives under a , 
kind of obligation, to fee jf the court of Spain would fulfil their part of the 
fl:ipWatKms; but this was a reafon tha.t could have no place before that cor1~' 
otll.."1 was entered iow and approved. It is therefore cvKJcnt~ that if the war 
be Raw DOCcil'ary, it Wall. ~ecefia.ry before the convl!Iltion. Of this ncceffity 
the .geatlemen (kDO~\'n, however improperly, by the name of Scadtl·s) were 
then foUy convinccd. Thq fa.w, inUud of tba.t ardour of relentment. and 
tbac 'zeal for the honoUt' of Britain, which fuch indignities ollght tit bave 

produced, 
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P.eriod Vlr. produced, nothing but manners, and tamenefs, and fubmiffion; and their 
11HIO l74i. natural confequences. a low, temporary expedient, a fhameful tODvention; 

-, -' a cOllvention, wh:ch had the Spaniards not madly broken it, mufthaye ended 
in our ruin, mult have thrown our own navigation into the hands- of our 
em'tnics. T o ruch a condu&. -as thi~ they could gi\'e no fanction; they faw 
that all oppofi tion was ineffe8:ual, and that their prefence was only made u[c
of. that what was already d{'tcrmine<r might bt ratified by the plaufible ap~ 
llCaranCl! of a fair debate. Tnry therefore fc=ceded. if that word muO: be ufed 
~m this ~ccafion. and r('fuIed to countenance m";3(ures which they eQuid 
neither approve nor defeat. 

" The ftat e of affairs is now changed; th" meafurcs of the mininryare
now altered; :lnd tllt" fame regard for the honour and welfare of their coun
tlY' that determined thefe gentlemen to withdraw thei r countenance from 
fuch a ClIJHluc.t a:. th::y thougltl had a tendency to deft:,roy them, the lame-has 
brough t t!ll'nl hi ther once more, to gi\'e their :'I.dyice and affifbnce in thore 
meafu rcs, which they then poiul;;d out, :lS the only means of adening and 
retrieving d :l'm," H e then obft:i-vcd . til.it the only method to pre/crve the 
trade. and l1:lv ;~ation of (li cal Dntai :l from any fmuTe violation ... was to !:It

MLk the Sp:1llilh l~rt Jcm('J)h in Ihe W eft InJlcs, and 10 prel'Cllt :lily minifieT 
from gil ing up our conq udh. under any pretence what\l.)C\'er; deciarc<.r hi" 
feadineh to lupport minifl.ry in carl),jng all the war with vigour and ad\·.lll
tage i cxpreffed his wjflic~. that no mention had been made of heats and :1.oj· 
mofilies- in the king's flX-er.:h . and thought that the dignity and reputation of 
the houfe w~uld be confu\t4;d, if the add refs ihould take no notice of that 
daufe in the fpt=ceh •. 

To this Sir R obert \Vaipole (cpltcd: "After what pafft:d laft feBion, 
and after the repeated declarations of the honourable gentleman who (poke 
la{t~ and bis friends. 1 little exped:ed"that we lhould have this feRion been 
agAin favoured. with lheir company. I am always pleafed, Sir, when I fee. 
gentlemen in the way of their duty, and gtad that there gentlemen ha.ve re
turned to their's; though , to fay the truth, I was i,n no great concern left the 
fCJVice tithtr of his majefi:y or the nation (bowd fuffer by their a.bfence. I 
belit"e the nation is generaJ1y ie.liible, that the m&ny ufefulaod popular acts 
which pafii.:d. tow3.1'ds the end of laft. fcmon, were greatly forwarded and fa
cilitOllcd by the fe.cdJiOll of thefe gc~en, and if th~ are returned.only to 
oppof. and pcq>k~ llhall not ,at _,U be forry if they.feccde ogaio, I 

U 1lle honourable gentleman who Ipoke l.ft l>id, _that ~ took dIU !tep. 

bea.ufc-
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became he and his friends conceived that meafurc .. were purfued whit.:b Chapter s ... 
tended to Nln the hOllou~ and intcrell:. of this nalion, .loti t1 ,.1t they have I 1l9tD I i41. 
n:turned to their duty, bCJcaufe thefe mearures are now at an end, Sir, I ~ 
don't remember any ODe ll:ep which wa~ t:1k.en in tbe whole of our tr:ln (1.C_ 
tions with Spain, and has -not bec:n fwHy can\'atfed in parliamenr. and as ftilly 
approved. The parliament call- hefl: judge what is fit or not fll to he done, 
nnd while I have the honour of bearing any 'hart.: in the adminiflrJ.lion, I 
{baU· think myfelf fafe, ~d my llL't\ions compleatly jufli ficd, if thc:y aT..:, after' 
mature deliberation, approved by a Britia, parli:unent. The fialc argt-

. mcnt of corruption never Iha1l have any weight with me.; it has been the 

. common refuge of the difappointed and difafl'etled ever fince government had 
' e being; and it is an aceu[ation, tha.t like all otl~er charges, though unfup.· 

florted by proof, if advanced llgainU: the heft and man difint/;::rcfted admi. 
nillralion, and pufued with 3. becomiug yiolence, a prelended zeal for the 
public good, will never fail to meet applauk: 3mong the populate'. J can · · 
not, hOWCyeT, belie\'c that the honourahle gentlt'man :tnd hi~ friend !>. have 
found any Ra[oR' to boafl: of the effcth produreU hy their I{-ceffion upon 
the minds of tilt: 1)C:op1e. for it was a very new way uf defending th!" intcrefb 
of their conftituents, to defert rhem whcn they apprehended them to be en .. 
dangcred. ] Owu h.l not have touched fo much upon this f1.lbjefr. had r not 

. been in a manner called upon to do it . by what fdl from the hOllOurable 
gentleman who fpoke laO:. I Ulall now proceed to take fame notice of what 
he further advanced. 

" The declarat ion of \'Var againft Sp:lin, is neither more nor lefs than th~ 
C1:onft'tjuenre. which the king again :lnd again informed this houfe. would arife 
from the Spaniards perlithng in thei~ refufal to do -jultice to his injured 
Jubjech; and what t·he honourable gentleman has faid upon th:u hea<l'. 
amoun,ts to nothing morc tbilo .that,afccr the Spaniards had abfoJutdy I'cfu(ed 
to do rhM jufi ic(', his majefty proceeded to thofe meafure3 which he h¥l 
then more lh .. m once promi[ed to take. I am forry th:u:~the honourable 
gentleman nJOuld fo far difuuft tbe royol a(furaDces, as rather to abfent 
himfclf from his duty as a. member of this houfe. !"han put any confidence in 
his Olajefiy's promife. But give me leave to fay Sir, tbat, from the well 
known cbaralter of his majefly, this declaration of Will" i. ' no more than what 
tue hoo.ourable gentleman and his friends h"fl not only raron, but a right 
to expett; o"'en at the time o£ their feceffion, if the con.mued injuftice of 
the court of Sl;?ain (hpuld make it neceff..ary to have recourfe to atms. 'So 
that upon the whole, I neither (ee how his majefty's not iffuing this dedara. 
tion of war, ,when they were plcaferl to require it, was a good reafon for thei( 

running 
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running from their duty; nor how its being iailed.at laft is any apolo&) ,~ 
their return •. " 

After & f~w reflections on the impropriety of Pultenefs propofals" and 
fome obtervations by Sir John Barnald on'toe want of convoys. whiSh 
werc anl\vcTcd by Sir Charles ,"Yager. the addrefs was t:arricd without a di
vi(ioll . 

The condutl: of loe minifier during this woole 1~ffion. prm'cd the extreme 
cmbarrclfiincnts under which he laboured. the httle dcpendence he could gc
n<Yal1y pl,ll:C on thofe who fuppoJlted him. ilnd the effect which the:: public 
voice had upon the decifions of the commons. 

When Pulteney moved to bring in the bill for the fecunty of trade :md 
cntduragemcnt of fcamen. which had been thrown out laft feffion by the 
exertions of th!! minifler. he oppofed it with much warmth. and d~~ 
manoed that the meafure Chould be poflponcd for the purpofe of taking it 
into confider:ltiun -t. On the tirft reading.l1owever. he did not venture to 
conunue his oppetition, and after a flight allimadverfion by Horace Walpole, 
ir pafted without a divifion. Although the miniller appreciated the iojuftic.e of 
df'pri ... ing the public: of all {hare in the prize money, and of annihilating at 
once a f?;rnt fouree of revenue. which might allifi: government in carrying on 
the war. yet he dre.1ded to refii}. Co popular a meafure, aDd to offend the 
na"y of England. 

The agreeJllcot of the minifl:er to the war, and the vigorous manner in 
which It was conducted, dj(heffed oppofition, 1>y taking ftom them the 
moil popular topic of declamation :md obloquy. They endeavoured, there
fore., to introduce motiMa of (0 violent a tendency. as lhould pr~ude all 
hOpe5 of a reconciliation with Spain .. ttufting that the miniller would op. 
pofe them as being cont1'#.Clitl:ory to his pacific fyfiem, and would by that 
refinance increafe the naliona.! a\·ernon. Acconhngly, Sir William Wynd. 
h.am, after a violent Philippic agairta: adminifttation, moved for an ad
dllCts, teflifying & refQlution to fllpport the king in the profccution of the 
war. and befeeching ~im " never to admit of any t~ty of peace with Spa.in, 
unlefs the acknowledgment of our natural and illdubitable right to ·navigate 
in rhe American {cas, to and from any put of his ma.jelly's dominions, with
out being fcaTc~, vifited. 'or ftopped, undcr any rretence wbatfoever, ihall 
bave bc~n fir£\: o0tiAned. as a .prcumiMly theJ'f;to t ... 

As the tendeJIIY of this mQtlott 'WM well undetftood by the minitler, and 
.a$ it w.I$ mO<le with t~ hopes, af boUIg rejeaed, h~ difappoiotcd theit view •. 

• Chandler. t Ibid. IJ ........ n.daL 
After 
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After hricfly vindicating his conduct rrom the reproaches of Sir \Villi3.m 
Wyndham, he declared chat he was the firft to ag~e.t0 the motion. and it 
accordingly pa{[ed. without a tlitrenting ,'oice. The concurrence uj' ti le lorJs 
being obtained, the addrels was accordingly prefented by both hou(eII. 

When the place bill was brought before the haufe, the mil,ifler departed 
from hi!> ufual cuflom. of giving only his filellt \iol{'; he fj}()kl! af,rninft it wilh 
great ftrength of argument. All his effOrl'l., however, could only procure a 
fnlall majorit)" of J 6, 2.'12. ag.linft 206 ". Th~ caufc of lhi s nUl l1CtoliS mi
norit)', was principally owing to the appronch of a general ch:tti.)n, wh~~h 
influenced m:lny who fM"OUred adminiftration, to vote for tbe quefl ion. 

The efforts of oppofition compelled him to relinquilll :\ bill, to which he , , 
had paid confiderable attention, and which he thought effentially necetfllry 
for the fpeedy equipment of the fleet. Government felt (cnJible in.c::onve~ 

niences from their inability to man their fhips of war. According to an 
account given in Jail year, upon a mcdilun no more than twenty-one thou~ 
fand five hundred and fixtecn fcamen had been mufiercd on b~ard the royal 
navy, (rom the 31 ft of December 1738 to the 31ft of D~ccmber 1739. Thl,! 
public clamour at the fame time. on account of the numerous captures mJde
hy the Spaniards, hourly incrcafing. produced many wnrm [X·titiops and rcrnon
{trances. The method of impreffing, fcr\'cd only to increaie the dirl"ont~nt 
of the merchants. who were perpetually plying both houre~ of p:lriiamcnt. 
with complaints that their trade was negldl:ed. The matter WJ.S !I'crefore 
referred to a comnlittee. who found invincible obftacles in their em..lcavours 
to remedy the inconvenience allY other .... ay, than by efbhlilhins a gcn('r.'.i 
regifi.er of aU [eamen and watcrmen capablt of·fcrvicc. A bill to' this effect 
was accordingly pre(entcd to (he houfe by Sir Charles ,Wagcrt. 

The oppofition fairly allowed the el[pediency of the bil1, hut expatiated 
with .great eifefr on tlie hardrhips whi,h it would eomil upon the feamllo, 
who muft appear whenever fummonet1. at all hazards, whatever might he the 
circumftanccs of his family, or the ftate of his private affai"rs i he muft, in 
many caCts, expofe himfelf to the ptnalties of the atl, or leave his family at 
a. time when his affifb.nce and diredion. art abfolutely nece1fary. He mull, 
if he fhould by a.lJY misfortune Of negligence. be encumbered WI th debt, 
either faU under the diftrdfes which the breach of this law would bring upon 
him, or lie at the mercy of his crediton, perhaps exafpernled by long diC
appointmcnDS. or by Jong .praCtice of feverity hardened in opprcffion. 

"IottnWs. CbaDdkr" vol. al . wbet.e fee Watpok'sadminblcf~h onw !Kealio". p. !ill' 
t "ru.da.1, po +5°, Cliand1t.r. 
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Pulleney propored to defer the fecond reading a f~w d.y" &ad to plint the 
bin for the con6deration of the houfe. 

Tp there tlrgumeots the miaifier replied, by declaring tluft: the imprcfs 
of [eamen, to which government mu{\. alwayt have recoune in times of 
emt"rgcncy. WtlS ncither eligible or legal. that it wu ineffeCtual and infulficient 
fOl the att:linment of its end; that the delay in procuring failors at the com~ 
menccmcnt of a war.-w:l5 a general grievance and a great obftruc1ion tootfenfive 
operations. and to the acquifition of conquefts which would be eafy 31 fitO:, 
but afterwards became difficult. " V!.' hile we are publiOliag proclamations," he 
raid, " iffuing warrants for imprcifcs. and gleaning up our failors by fingle 
men, our feerds are betrayed. and OUf enterprixc:s defeakd." He did not, 
hQwevcr, object to the propofBI for printing the bill, Bnd delaying the fccond 
rca~jng.:1 proper lime. which wa~ ordered accordingly. 

,Durinv. th;<; f\l(penfion, great ontcry was ra.ired agninft. the bill,:los founded 
on French erlich, aDd 1\1 tending to the introduCtion of French mC:l.furc:s and 
French defpotifm, and the rcftriCtions which it would have irnpofed on the 
faiJor.;, which were ' not inconfiderable, were a! ufual magnified and ex· 
aggcl'3tcd. The public mind was inflamed to ruch a degree. tha.t when the 
bill was prefented to be read :1 fecond time, it was received with & filent 
horror" as A tranfcript of the French ediCt for the fame purport. and tending 
to enflave the moR: ufeful body of men in the kingdom. Sir Charles Wager 
.and Sir John Norris, who had prepared the bill, c&ndidly admitted th~ charge. 
.that it was founded on a funilar ordinance, but declared that it was the only 
..expedient which they .could deviCe, to etfett the purpofe for which it was 
de6gned,'P" The minifter, however, was dUtnclined to fupport a bi)I, againfl: 
wh ich fuch fuong objeCtions were made. He was tberefore one of the 
firft to fuggeft the propriety of dropping it, and it was accordingly rejeded. 
U A motion was then made fur tho hou~ to re10tve itfelf into 0. committee 
the Monday followibg, to confider of Ihe head. of • bill. for the fu'ther .nd 
.better encouratement eli feamen to eater iato his majtfty'. fenice; but tbis 
rerolution, howe.er weU inttoded ......... produced the defired dfed. thQljgh 
it f«m,d to he agreed upon by 111 part;'" that a regiller WI> at;>rolutcly 
nccelfary I and the firl\ rmlution .. hid> tllo committee came to. March the 
13th, was. that a volunta..,. resiller of.f_ wollloi be of great utility to tho 
kingdom·"J. ' 
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Th.e opponents of the miniR:er, fenfible that he was not adequately fup.
ported, preffcd him with motions tending to increafe his einbarralfment. 
Some prizes having been taken by the Spaniards, a motion was ~c in the 
boufe of commons, " ,For a lift of fuips of war employed as cruizers,1Or the 
protection of trade on this fide Cape Finifterre, fince the 10th of July laO:, 
diftinguifhmg the time each lbip was otc\erod to remain, and the time Cuth 
fhip did a8:ualJy remain on fuch cruize, together with the reafons of her 
returning to any port of this kingdom." But as the rejeCl:ion of this motion 
was highly arraigned, the minilTu agreed the following day to adtlrefs the 
king" to give direCtions, that bdides the nlips of war employed again(\. the 
enemy, a, fufficient number of !hips may be appointed to cruizc in propu 
ftations, for the c:ffeCtual proteCtion of trade." The pubJi!.: was extremely 
furprifed that the miniftry fuffered this motion to pars, as it carried aD 

oblique reflcftion upon themfelves. But the truth was, tbat about this 
tiDle, both tbe French and Dutch, under pretext of neutrality, had com
menced carriers to the Spaniards, and upon being napped and vifited by 
the Britilh fhips, had made fhong complaints that fuch practices were not. 
warranted by the laws of nations, or by treaties. The court qf Engla.nd in 
anfwer, told them, tbat their complaints lhould be examined, but chofe to 
leave it to the parliament, to cxprefs the fenfe of the public. in a rnattl!r 
that fa nearly touched the national interdl.. \Vllen the atldrefs wa., pre
fented, the king replied, ., All poffible care has been t:1ken in carrying on 
the war againft Spain, in the Ploll proper and effeCtual manner, and at the 
tame time, for protecting the tmde of my fubjet1:s ; anti you may be affured. 
that the fame care 01:111 be continued." In confequence of this addreG., 
howevert the b~ilding of twenty guo. fhips to ad again£\: the enemy's pri
vateers, was ... hafiened, and fi}[ !hips of war, and ftore rnips w.ere fent to re
inforce admiral Haddock. in the Mediterranean. _ 

But a ftill more dangerous meafurt; we cDfon::ed by the oppofition, which 
I awl give in the words of the contemporary hiftori;lo {v orten quoted. 
" .An embargo upoa. aU {hipping, except coafte.rs., had continued, b.y- order 
of the lords of the admiralty, . from tb!! Ifl of February to. , the . 2.~ .b{ 
March, when a petition from tbe merclmnts and owners of lhips, and ~lers 
concerned in miUUlfatl:.ures and commerce, was fent to the hou(e of eonh 
mODI, complaining of the great hardOlips the continuance of the e~bar~ 
brought uPRD trade io , general; and containing fome infinuations as if it 
had bern conti~ed through .vantonnefs. The fad was) thl! the petitioneu 
I:rId bern amongO: the louddt in the outcry raifed again!\. go\'crnlllent 
••. L .M ~ 
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fqr l10t protedlog their trade; ,Dd is tMt clamour inc reared, the neteffity 
of employing nlOre feamtn iocrea(ed liktwife. The lords of the hdml~lty 
had cmployC'd every f3.ir mellAS in 'heir power to procure fumeri, but with ... 
out (bcc~:f" t.ill they were reduced to the difagreeable altemative of either 
irupofing the embargo. or permitting the fervice of the public to ruffd'. To 
,gIve all the cafe, ho~.-er. in their pow~ t o tradc, they foon took off' the 
embargo on foreign (hips, and acquainted the mallet'!. of Britilh (hips... 
Ihal they were willing to take it off enti~Jr. if every maftc:r, or merchant, or 
4V.'Dtr of a {hip, would. in proportion to t1teir number of band", cODtribute 
to the fupply of the navy. Though' nothin~ could be mon: reafoubl., and. 
indeed, neceiE ry, th3.o this condu8 , yet it was reprefented. in the '3l\timl
nifterial fpeeches and writings. as an intolerable opprdrlOn upon comtnen;l!,. 
a.lculated with :l view to make the city ,of London, and ,he trading part of 
the nat ioD. WC1I ry of the war. T he minifi:ry, however. dtd not tmnk fit tOo 
comply with the pnycr of the permon, which was. to be heard by connfd 
~intt the emb4rg¢, They very jufily thought, that to admit roubfel on 
f'lolch a head, was £tripping h.is majefiy and the government of one of their 
meR unq\lCftiolil:!ble prerogativC5 j and the motion wns therefore f'tJcB::ed by 
• majority of 166 againft 95. This feafonable finnne(, of tbe goverfunmt 
was attended "with very good effects;. for the merchant5. at laft, agreed to 
'arty one third of their crew land.fmen. and to fumilh one man in fout to 
the king" £hips;. upon which condition their £hips had proteaiom @nlnted 
ihcm,. and about tbc ,t4ih of April, thc c5Abargo was takeD oI'from all ~r
cba.nts Ibips in. the ports sf Great Bcitaill aAd-lreland outwlord bound .... 

AlmUl the oaly ~£i.l • ..of the uripiiier which d1e minority did DOt 
!tuft, were thofe which Rlatcd 10 fuppfies. III this itllftance, tbey were as 
liberal in granting ehe public ,lDOney, as if they -bad forgotten their OW}) 

repeated afi"enions. that tbe aatioa had been k> m\KA impoveriCbed by Wul
pole. \hat it (Xlvld .ot bar ""T Iartbtt bunbcns. Tho land tax was raued 
10 four lIoiIliog< i .. ch.e poaad. ClId.,., huadred ''-food pouud, .. cre taken 
'- the IiDIciJIc rw.l. Ulich.e.,mole _ of tao f"pplies ' came to 

l·4JO~··· . . 
Marly -..JIm\ II ... iI> r.-r 0« _. ell ·aaorigation wen: pat'«! 

.duriag ... fo1IioD. ODd praM""" ... _ti"""" foJ the importatioD of 
...n.. pitdI. aod tar. for ~~.u.e Greenland ftII>eTy, by allowing ail 
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Not lang before tbe prorogatioA of parliament, the new. of the cap
t\.ItC of Porto Bello, by VemoDt reached London; and IS the admiral WII 

l\roo¢y fupported by oppofitioo. and confidered as perfonally obnoxious 
to the miDifter, fo. iavowable an opportunity of diftreffing him, was not 
omitted. During the public rrjoicings, the Mufe of Jord$ Cent :1n addrefs 
~o the. commons for their conCllrreDCe, in which they congratulated the 
king on the glorious fuccefs of his arms under the command of admiral 
Vernon, by raking Porto Bello with only fix (hips of war. When the A.d. 
drcfs was brought to the common!, the words. with fix (hips of 'O.taf onl~ .. 
WCl'C omitted. H But feveraJ of Vernon's friends, who had heard hun de. 
dare in the haufe, that he could take Porto Bello with that force, infill..ed 
"pon the infertion oC thofe words. They were oppofed by the few of the 
minifterial party • were in the haufe, who thought (hey conveyed 
a. reproachful. infinuation againft the memory of admiral HofiC'T, and 
could only reeve to revive the aaimofitics of the public; but the addition 
being inftfted upen, it W:l$ earned by 36 again(\; 3 J, and being agreed to by 
the peers, was prefcnted-accordingly." It i5 julUy obferved by Tindal, i. A 
Roman conful, after reducing a province, never rcCelvoo greater marks ot 
public applaufe from his country,- than admiral Vernon did upon the demo
litton of Porto Bello. His name, not only amongft the lower, but the maft 
diftioguifhed ranks, became proverbial for courage j. his exploit was cxagge. 
rated beyond mcafw-e j mc.anin~ were fuggefhd tllAt never were intended, 
and. confequeuces were dr&YVD tbnt never followed. The oppoiition, whe 
countod: upon Vernon as a cresture of their own preferring, refolved to Avail 
tbemlclTcs sf his,name, and to~e of their beads entered into 3. conefpond ... 
enee wilh kim, which has been fincc publifhed, and in whi(h .they tqJre(ent
ed ,he minifter ODd h.i. liiends, as Cccn:t eaeaiies '0 b~ peMn and C=I'" 
and tLNanfcltCi u the pa.t:rons of hie glory, aad the fureties for his condutl 
tD sOc public. A mao of Vemon', .arm con{\;itution IUld refentful tetrtper. 
could not bu' be affeCted wi,h tboCe rcpnojCntabons which be .houglit came 
from hi.5fricnd,; and be conceived & deep difiikc to e.ery perfon emplOJ'Od, 
and eyery meU.", concerted fa< 'be public fervi«, becauCe he tbougbt all 
...,. from ,be miDill .. Of his friends; and ibdIood, molt of ,be _ible miC. 
fortunes tha.t afterward, attended the Brittib. arms io. Amcticat were ~wiag to 
L:_' : •• "... ........e4Iioas •• " 
----~~, . . 

Au ape<;litiOll. "" '-I'"nd '0 intercept tbe SplIIiIh MI, whicb .. '" 
nody iU foil ..... Fct.I, die command ,... given to Sir John Norm, and 

• Tindal, .oJ. 'So. p. 4J6. 
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the duke of Cumberland fen'cd on board the Victory as a. volunteM-. The 
;lccidcnt of two filips running fou1, and the: prehlcnce 'of contr.iry wjn.d~ , 
fruftwed tbe objeCt of the armament, and ttlr-y were obliged to remain 
in Torbay, till intelligence was reech'ed that the SpaniOl fteet had pro. 
ceeded for America. A (mall fquadrol1 .. commaftded by, commodo~ An~ 
fon, f.:liled for the South Sea, and to nffifl Vernon. But the greateft: e:tpcc
tation W3~ c)(citc::d by a formidable fleet of (even and twent y (hip9 of the 
hne, b~fide5 frigates, fire fhips, bomb ~tches, and ,tenders, equtpped for the 
attack of th~ lIorthcrn coaCt of N4w Spain, which- failed, under S~r Chalonel 
Ogle. In the \V('!l:: Indies they joined Vernon, who aff'umcd the command; 
ant!. united to tbis formidable. fleet .. lIis own fucceisful rquadran. 'Fhe trooP! 
cn board were commanded by lord Cathcart, but he 'Unfortunately died at 
Dominica, and was fuccceded by general Wentwortln ~twcen whom and 
the admiral an unplacable animofity fubfifted. To this is- afcribed the 
failure of the enterprii;c, though, undoubteilly, many natucal ~aufos ef fiek
ners, and blld weather, m::L.t:erialiy co·apemted. Tho reftraint the com
manders felt in acting, from their uncertainty wiili refpetl: to the intentions 
of the Ftencli. who had a ft.rengJquadron in thefe fe:u; under the marquis 
d' Antin" aad who ufed every artifice and fineffe they thought dicmfeJves 
lafe in dllplayin~ W15 alfo 3. principal caufe of the ill Cuccefs. Vernon made 
tn attempt on Carthagen.1. which with all the force he pofi"etred, and the ad
vantage of being reftt"a!ocd' by no fpecific orders, was unfuecefsful and in
glorio\15. The captures which. were made at fea., f:lor from having & good 
cft'tC\:, crealed anim06tie5 between the foldien 'i.oo· failors. SickAef"s n.gcd~ 
and a great mortality prevailed i an unfucccfsful attempt on the idmd of 
Cuba, completed the chAgrin, difappointment, and impatience of the men; 
and this. powerful fleet, the operlltions of which had fixed the attention of 
all Europe) and made tbe friends of Spain defpair ofner ~nipire in the New 
World, rduroed to England without )laving performed any thing t.o IEOru.

penfate for the 'xpence of its equipment -. 
Not 10 inicmlpl tbe thread of. the nmarioe, t havo t!ruo brought down 

the account of th(fe expeditioO$. the ~hll'e of v<hich drcw: fo much unme~ 
rit~ cenfure on the ~ini«ration of WalpoJe. to-a -period pofrerior to the 
tvent, immediately under conJideralioa. 

Soon after the' prorogation of ~nl, and the lPns', c!epaItU,., .. 
Hanover, the 'divifion in the a1Jiaet incruf"'l 10 [0 high " depoe, 
tIu!I ~ _ time, the """tinua~ of Walpole and 'N~ .iI> tIIIi .. 

•. 'tI ..... 
f .. mod 
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Ceemcd incompatible; and it appears that vValpo~e, notwithftanding the :J.p. Cheptc:r s ... 
proacb of 11 new parliament, bad refolved to obt:lin his difmiffion, c\-'cn in J7J91n 17 ... ', 
the - king's abfencc. A temporary rccond)i"tion was, howe\'er, cffeaed, by t.a~ 
the intervention of Horace Walpole, Pelham, and lord Hardwickc, II,n~ 
promili::s were made on b<u:h fides to aCl: with renewed cordiality. But the 
promilC::s of 1'l:atefmen are fickle,-and foon forgotten. Although a diifolution 
'of the miniftry was prc,rented, yet the fame jcaloufy fiill fubfified. The 
moll. vioient and indecorous altercations took place at the me!- ( ing of the 
lords of regency i and after the return of the king, even in the antichambc:r. 
\V~lpole fcems occaGonally to have loft his ufual moocratiol! and good tem· 
per, and to h:lve aCopted the peevirh fretfulncfs of N"ewcaftle. 

It was tbe objeCt. of Newc:1lUe" to fend aU the {hips which could be fpared 
to America, for the purpof!.! of enfuring fuccefs ro the expedition in that 
quarter. Walpole thougnt that the affairs of Europe were too milch facri
fleed to thore of America, and was apprchenfive left: the coaft of England 
fhouh.l be left expo(ed. The Gmfton, a flup of 70 guns, being difa
bled from going to the V/dllndi{'sJ it was pfLlpoft.d in the council of re
genc}', to {end the Sal ifbury. a 60 gun fuip, in her room. To thi. 
the mininer objdted, and pcc\·jlhly exclaimed, .. What, may not one poor 
Olip be kft at home ~ Muft every accident be rifqued for the 'Veft Indies, 
and no confide ration paid to this country?" Ncwcaftle having replied, that 
the number of Sir ChaJoncr Ogle'S [quad ron ought not to be diminin\(~d. 
WalP9lc made a long (peech, in the courfe of which, he exchimed with great 

.L hea.t.'~ I oppofe nothing. I give into every tiling.:un [aid to do every tiling, 
:lm to anfwer for ev~ thing, and yet •. God knows, 1 dare Ilot do wbat 1 tllink 
right. I am of opinion for having more O)ip~ of Sir Chruoner Ogle's [quadran 
pc.hiod 1 put.] dart NOI, I will pol, lnakc any tI.1tef.ltion;" and when tIle arch
bilhop of Canterbury propofed that the tn:l.tter fhould be taken into confide. 
latiQll another d.y, he oppofed 'it, and {aid, "Let them go, Jet tbem go . ... 

But a [cene of {lill more petulant altercal-ion took. place foon aft~r tile king's 
return from Hanover. A difference of opinion had prev:J.ilca ih the Clbinct, 
c.:oncernins the mode of applyingto-the. courts Of Vienna, Berlio, and Peter{· 
b~, in which the fendments ci Walpole had been ov.er-ruled, and he 
b~tcrly COfUplained to the king, 'that the divifions of tbe cabinet obilru8:ed 
~c buJi!f(f. Ig the next 3I,ldic.nce, the king remonftmted with tbe duke 
Ol . .N.owtaftJc~d ~ar~tQn; and raid, .. As CD the buGneC .. in parliament, 
ltlll,"'ll value tfUI'PQ~iSll\, if all my (,,,,,,,,to.a together, ond are united; 

• 'Tbe dak.eof NAc:stlk to lord Ku-dwickr" OOober " 17400 Hvdwickt Papr .. 
but 
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but If they lhwart "ne another, and create <lifficulties in tranl411ing publi<: 
bufinefs, then indeed it will be another calC." Coming oUt of-the OotCt, 
-the duke met Walpole, and mentioned the difagroeable expreffion5 which he 
'had- jun heard. inCinuating. in reproachful language. that they had been 
adopted at his .fuggeRion. Walpole dCDied the imputation, though he 
acknowJc:rlged that he ~ in the fenriment. Newcaftle fa id . H Wben 

.' meafures arc agreed amongft us, it is very right that every body Olould fup .. 
port them •• but not to have the liberty of giving one's opunon before they 
arc agreed, ;s very wrong." WalpOle indignantly ("(plied, co What do you 
mean ? The Waf is your's--You. have bad the coodutt of it-I willi you 
joy of it." The nuke deuied the fut<, and they part«l in mutual difguft '. 

The Gt~ation or continental affairs W~ not futh as to compenfate for the 
mifcani!l.ges in America, or to affifi. in compofiog the growing fcuds in thl! 
cabinet. 

An .-rra,ltOl\t barmonyand gooJ ullderfbndillg had continued between 
the courts of "crfaill~ and St. James's, duting the progrefs of tbe negotia
tion which terminated in the pea.ce between the Emperor and the allies. 
Fleury and WaJpole, both anxious to maint:!.in tranquillity. courted eacb otber 
with affc:Cl:c:d exprcffions qf good will And amity. and lord WlLldegravc:, the 
channel of their mutual intercourfe, ably feconded the views of the Britifh 
minifier. The difmiffion Of Chauvelln, whicb had beon chiefly occafioned 
-or precipitated by the reprefentations of Waldegrave, did aot render the 
French cabinet intrinftcally more favourable to England. Amelot, who 
rucceeded him. was of a pliant difpoficion, and wholly fubfcJVieat to Fleury. 
TIe two n,ations were as oppofite in their political fentiment!, as their fhores 
(0 each othert. During the progrefs of the duputes with Spain, Fleury 
affeded to act a conciliating part, all4 tendered his good offices; but wLeQ 
the rupture too\. place. the F~nch, hOWC'Ycr jocllned to 41ft Spain, were 
not. from the decline of their naval forc.c. in a condition to 'COttLe fOrward 
Witb eKed: And ~nergy. But whtfl ~ry. deriving f~nd c¥pedations from 
the pacific. /i:ntimen\& of Wll!pole, att""'l'led to iutimidate Eoglond, by de
claring that any coitqudb m Sponift!. A"""" IhoWd be the figllll of ill>' 
mediate hoftililies • .and would ~.Y briIoc on a ge...-aJ _ in Europe, 
the Britilb cabinet fpumed at tlIdl: -.. and «>ntinuaj the eJq><di
hon. to the Weft l!'dics. AIom>e<Iot tIIit ueo:pea.d firqweU, F!onry ....;. 
ouiIy propofed the ~ .. Ii~ of F.-, and eo:~.#retI to t<cur •. tho.~ • 
..at of the £.. '5.000, .n.icb the "'s of Sjloia lood. re&I"cd to ti<p ... " 

But 



Bat IUcb .... the temper of the F;ngliO, nation, and fuch the ",neilur againr! 
SPC;DI that tlte miriifter, however well inclined to an accommoci.ltiOtl, could 
lIot venture to liften to any propofAl of peace, and the mediation w&! de. 
dined. 

Th(' French czbinct forefeeing, that if no compromi(e was , effelted. ho(
tilies were inevitabJe.. concluded, in the midft of their amicable overtures to 
Eogland, a family compaft with Spain, laboured in every part of Europ~ 
to furm alliances, and to ifolate England from the continent. They 1n
dyen<ied, either in a direa: or indireCt manner, the wavering and pufillanimou<i 
counfeis of the Dutch ttpublic, who weakly confidcrcd the Spaninl war l\.S 

foreign to d~ir interefts as a. difpute between Nadir Shah and the Great 
Mogul. They gof"erned Sweden, and diretloo the Porte i fwayed the Im
perial cabinet, and gave an.imputfe to molt. of the German princes. 

Walpole, uware of thefe intrigues and ct1fort!', counteracted them. by fnnilar 
exertions. Sublidiary treatieJ were made with Denmark, and with the king of 
Sweden, as Landpw of Heifc Curd, by which 6,000 Danes and 6,000 
Heffians were to be held in l'eadinefs to be taken intoBritilli pay. Trevor, who 
had fucceeded Horace \VaJpole at the Hague, tlrained every nerve to' roure 
the Dutch from their ftlpi~fs and apathy. The,Britilh minifter at"St. Pe~ 
terfburgh, acquired an afoendency in the Ruffian cabinet, and Robinfon rue· 
ceeded in rouzing the Emperor to • fenfe of the difgraceful fituation into 
which he had been plunged by the afcendancy of French counrds, and 
in ftimtllath\g his fcafi and jealoufies at the boundlefs ambition of the houfe 
of Bourbon. · , 

In rhe midR: of there traaCa.tl:.iom, the death of Frederick Willntm, king of 
Pruffia, opcn::d a net7 kene of intrigue and exertion between the two rh·:].1 
courts, and Berlin bct::amc (he center of negotiations which we~ to [l<\cify 
or convulrt Europe. F~erick William. who united the dircoroant quali. 
ties or a pacific and military fovereign, and who ioyed the image, whilt ht 
dreackd rile reMit'y 'Of war, had continued, al,moft during his whole reign, in ~ 
ftate of"ire but cahmmillted inaction. Hi!; foItand fuccdfor, Frederick the 
Second, Whom poets and hiftoriam ht.~ ftyled tilt Great: was a prince of 
dpiring ambition, &I1rl poII'dfed of talcnts, equallY calculated for n~iation 
or aC'rion. He liA:ened with affeCted complacency to the rcfpcCtlvc over
t1U'ts of Fraoce and England, without dedtring his defigns, watching for :t 

1&~1e "I'JlOTlu~ty . to employ the well organiCed .rmy, which he inhe· 
rited CrOm his &thef, to bho own glory and intereft. 

Tile. timt f~ favputable to allay tho j<:aIoufy which hod Co long fub· 
IiIIId betwOOl1 tho houf~s of Btu.Cwirk and Brandcnburgh. This h:1d lo,,&-
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bean a favourite meafure with Walpole, who bad in v~in endeaVO'Urcd to re· 
concile their jarring interefts. He now fuoceeded in overcoming the pen)· 
nacity of the king, and in fixing tbe wavering ref elutions of the cabinet. 
At his infijg:ttion, a p41n of a gral)od confederacy againft the houfe of Bour.· 
bon, of which·tbe-king of Pruffia was to be the foul, was formed by H orace 
Walpole·. approved by the duke of Newcaft.lc, and fubmitted to the king. 

'Vhile this meafure w:ts in agitation with a fair proCpect of fuccefs, the 
ueath of the Empt:rof, Chades the Sixth, and of.the Czarina, totally changt!'d 
the fyfttm of European politics, and deranged the meafures of the Britilh 
cabinet. Jo virtue of the pragmatic Candion, Maria Tberefa, eldeft daughter 
of the deccafed Einperor. infrantly fucceeded to the whole Auftri:m inhe
ritance. She w'as acknowledged Qy all the powers of Europe, excepting the 
elector of Bavaria, who alone had refufed to guaranty the fuccemon of the 
.female line, and conceived tbe moll: fanguine hopes of being able to nife 
_her hufband, hanlls, glcal duke ofTutctny, to the Imperial throne, fo long 
polTctrt:ri by her ancefiors. But the calm and funChine which ulliered in the 
Hew reign. were foon overc1ouded. The king of Pruffia revived an anti
"-luated claim to part of Si1cfia, and afferted his'prdenfions, by lending an 
:trulY, in the depth of winter, into that duchy. He was favou~ly received 
by the proteftants, who formed two thirds of the natives. fucceffi.vely occupied 
Ureflaw, t~e capital, aDd fevera! other towns, without the fmallcfi-. refifi.ance, 
and defeated, at Molvitz, an Auftrian army, compofed «jbiefty. of veterans. 
.undcr the C'onunand of marfilal.l'Jeuperg. T~e Britifh cabinetj knowing 
the· defen~le& nate of thtt Aufttian dominions, folicited Maria. Thercfa to 
purohafe ~ frieadihip /if FfC\Ierick. by aoccdiog. to bit <lcmand •• and by fa
t:rificing.l1 falail part of bu territari06 to fecure tlle remainder. The quccp, 
of Hungary. however. percmptor~ly rejected aU propoCals.of accommodation, 
a:nd appc:nled to Great Brita.in for Jbe fuc.:coul'S ftipulated by the treaty which 
r;uarimticd the pragmatic fan8:ion. I The fuccefsful irruption of Pruffia, 
bl1?ught forwatd numerous cla.imants to parts of the. Auftrian {uccrffio~. 
The clodo" of Bavaria ~ Saxooy. the king> of Spain aad 5ardinia. aU 
iecretly abetted '" openly aided by Franc<. evinced a difpofition to join 
Frederick in bollUities agomft the howe of AulUia. 

• Walpok ?pm. 
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY -FIFTH: 

MttJing of p(lriiamtlll.~Ad4refs·~F;'tws of OppojiliOlZ.-MoIKJII f or the Ri
mINa/lI/ Sir RQ#trt Walpa/t.-Sptuh of Sandys.-C(mdrt8 of the rurin. 
-Shipprn wjI1t4~af1?s . 

Ch;\pttrSS· 
114010114-1. 
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U N DE R .tbeJl: cn~icil 'ciJ.cuDlftances, both at home a.nd abroad, the Mtt'ling of 
1aft femon of cthis parl!~t affenlbled. The king, in his fpccch from. ~rlittment. 

the throne, [aid, cc T~cquaint~ you ... at the clofe of the: !aft {eilion. of par4 ~ IS, 
liament, that I was riuking preparations for carrying on the juft and neeer. 17 
Cary war in which I am engaged. in the molt proper placc:s, add in the moll: 
vigorous and,eifettual ma.nn~r. For this purport ftrong fquadrons were; got 
ready, and ordered to fail upon important Cervices, both in. the Welt Indies 
and- EuroPe. with as m~c}l expedition 3,5 the nature of thore fervices a.nd. 
the manniqg of the {hips ,would admit. A very confiderable body of land 
forces was embarked, which is to be joined by a great number of my rub. 
jetts raifcd in America;. and all things necetrary for tranrporting the troops 
from hence, and carrying on the defigned expedition, were :\ long time in 
readinefs, and waited only for an oppOrtunity to purfue the intended 
voyage. ' " ' 

U The feveral incidents "hich have happened in tbe me;m time h~"e 
bad no ctrea upon UlC, but 10 confirm 1ne in my refolutions.., and to de~ 
termine me to, add ftrength to my -armaments, rather tban divert -or de
ter me nom thofe juA: and vigorous methods which I am purfuing, for. 
!Daint,aiQing . t¥ bon9.ut of my crown. :ind Ltc undoubted rights of "'1 
people. . . . .. ' . • 
. .. The court of Spain baving alrtady felt fome eft"e&s of our rerentmcut, 
~ t~.Pe (.nI!~le that they nlO~ be !'" longer .~Ie to defend tbem
II:I~ 1jpU.,n; the cftbrtt of tbe BntiIh nabon. And if .ny otber power • 

. ap;..!\Iy to 't~.~~ ~ngs. (hoould i?t ..... l< ••• d at· 
t<iliP! 16 ptefcljbO or Iimll the ope"l1ono of the ..... apnft mr dtj:lared 
~;.,. tt>e ~I>OU< imI ~ of my crown and kingdoms mull: ci>1I UpOll 

,' ·YOL. I. 4 N . u' 
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us to lofe: no time in putting ourfelves into ruch a. condition, as may en
able us to repel any infults, and to fruflrate any defigns fanned againft U5,. 

in violation of the faith of treatie3. ' And I hope any fuch unprecedented 
fteps, under what colour or pretence foeV'er they J1lB.y be taken, will infpire 
my allies wi th a true fenfe of the common danger, &nd will unite us in tile 
fuppart and defence of the QDmmon aufe. 

&< The great and unhappy e'o'ent of the death of the late Emperor, opens 
;\ new (cene in the affairs of Europe, in which aU the principal powers may 
be immedia.tely or confequentWly conc~. It is impoqible to determine 
what tum the policy, intereft. or ambition, of tbe fevm.l courts, may lead 
them to take in tbis critical conjunaure. It thaD be my care tbi.cUy to 
obferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engagements I 
an) ,under, irl order to the maintaining of the balance of power, and the 
liberties of F.l lrope, and in concert with rueh powers as are under the lime 
oblig-.!tioni, or eqw.Uy concerned to prererve~ the public fafety and tranquil
Jity, and to ad fuch a part, as may beft co.otObute to avert die imminent 
dangers tlt.at may threaten them -:' 

He thell- i.n the u(ual langu>g<. demanded the Decd!"uy (upplies, reo 
commended them to prohibit the exportation of COJIl, which the great (cv~ 
city rendered nc<dfary, and coacluded by exhorting tbem to make provi. 
ion for removing the difficulties wbich ob!l:ruaed tbe lrWUling of the lIeet. 
In the bowe of commons, wben an oddrcfs ms moved, teftifying tbe grati. 
tude .ad 3Ifeltiqn qf tb. houCe. and tb.ir .. Cwution to Cupport the king 
in tho vigoro", ,p<ofOcutiOQ of tho WI<, the appoRtion propofed to inC", 
the words, ~c to liiake a due CDlllin&tion into the a~litation of the fuppliell 
given the laft fcffion of parnameDt.H But the inrertion of tbtfe words, which 
were intended to intimAte a diBidence of. adminiftrationJ was negatived by 
.. 6 ",ina J 59, and the original addref. was carried t. 

'I1wt pi Ceq •• of political altercarion cjwiqg this (dUon ..... tbe hou(e 
of peon. ,,~e' the duke of AillYle. in particu, .... made a moft co.(picu_ 
~ figure OIl the lide of oppoIition. , The kine was no lOoocr 'witbdni ..... 
and the fpc.ch read by the lord chancellor. tban the dub of Atgyle ,fUddenly 
,ofe. l>efore ... y of the mini!l.<rial peon <:ouId mak~ tIfIt cuftoll)"Y morio", 
.. d propored... addroli. to' UIU", tll!; JW.c that Ibe hOOJfe 'would (u~ 
l>isn with their liv .. ..,cI fortunea ill'Eo.ian of ~ j,.ft lad nea:IBII1 
_ ... which ~ .... f41Ced, ~ '. t!jot tI!c ....... 1 ..ode <4 dr#' • 
.... .... • be oddsoIi. _ lbGrt,.... ~I'&,'~ mOdom' ~ 

• Joornah.-
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tqm cl ecbowg bock .he ,/jIooch from 'he throne, _h by paragt.pb, CInp,u ·S!. 
and. exprctling approbation 'of every meafure referred to in tile fpct:cb; he 1740to ." ... 
with gre&t animation, a.od with no leC, acrimony, arraigned the moOc of con. 1_ _ aT' 

dutting th~ war, in which he declared that no one right nep had been takell 
either in the commencement or prpfecution. He particularly blamed. the 
mifearriage of the expedition againft. Ferrol, and even inlinuated that teeTet 
orders had been given by minHl:en a.gainft making any attempt on the coaO: 
of Spain, and that the failing of tbe grand acct, which had been delayed, 
was the efea of the king's prefence. He mentioned the culpable neglect . 
and more than negled:, in not fending fupplies to admiral Vernon . . He 
feverely reprobated the [pcech, which he confidered 3S the Cpeech of the 
minjfter, for not ~g tl~ power who migbt attempt to limit or prefcribe 
the operations of the wac. He concluded by propofing to revive the an-
cient tmthod of addrcfling"ilUply to "congratulate his majefi:y on his Cafe 
retltJra to his regal dominions: To affurc his majefty that they would ftand 
by him with their lives and fortlllle5, in the profecution of the war; &Qd 
as a further proof of their duty and affettion to his majefiy's facred per-
(on, royal family, and governmmt, to declare that they wowd CJ:ert them-
felves in their high capacity of he~tary great council of the CTOWIlJ (to 
which aU other councils were fubordinate and accountable) in ruch manner 
u m.ight beft tend to promote tbe true intereft of his maje!ly and the cou4-
try in the prof .. t juncture." Lord Batburft fecoruled the motion. 

This add"'f, was oppofed by lord fiaverlham, who movod anotber. TI", 
prcviou, qucllion being called for by the duke of NewcalJle, the duke of 
Argyle" motio.o _ negatived by 66 apinft 38; &nd an addrcf., according 
to the ordioary foan, propofed by lord iUverilwn, palfed on the motion 
without a divilion; but a violent proteft wli 6gned by two and twent, 

•• pcc.rs . '- • 
The,,-,';m of opp<>Gt.ion in this memorable feBion "'IS to increaf. tbe v .... " 

unpopukrity of the' minilJer by preJl'IJ)g IUs mifeood~. ip the profccutiaa oppo6d ... 
of tbe war, by i~ .11 tho mifcarr~C1 aDd ill fucccfa to him; to hal. 
rafs him with repe_ 1Q,otions and qudi:ions relative to the~ p~udioa of 
paperl and JcttmJ &Ild to the profecution of ,be wart which might tend either 

-1.9 criminate b,im if granted. and if denied, to throw an odium on bts myftc. 
;~~ W opt,odid,,.r.r... In lhe houf. of lords, in porticufir, ,·.now 
.~.~ ~,~ flPi .. . at; ~~l1S ~ere lIloveO for, and.refufed .only b~ 6nall 
~"".I otbcII """' camed whlcb ought to have -boca denIed. owwg to 
.,~ rilillaDco ~ rome IIIOIIIbcn of !h. cabinet. 

- - , 
1.otcIJ. tkbatet. .01. ,. po; 4'" 
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At this period the oppofinon wore dlfunited IIIDDlIgft Ibemfel .... 1I!d coaI4 
not be hrought to form a conli(l:cnt party, moviagregularly towards one great 
ohiea, but thinking themfel ... feeure of foccelS, began already to.quarrc1 
about the fpoils . The Tories jealons of the Whigs, complained t that though 
far i.DferLor In number, they o.ffumed a CQnfequcnce and faperiority to which 
they were not entitled. They fufpeaed tbK f .. eral of them bad a1rea<Jr 
bt'gull to tamper with the party in the cabinet which was known to be ad· 
'Vt'rfe to the miOlA:.er. The dea.tb of Sir WiUiam Wyndham dUfolvcd the 
ties which had kept the Tories in union with the Whigs, and cnfeeplcd both 
parties by a want of mutual confidence. From thefe cmfcs the debates 
ill the houfc of commons were not concluded with their ufual energy. B",t 
a'S the pem in oppofition were more dafely united) .,.lefs cJiftratted with 
JcaJoufies, their effort, were more vigorous aoo concentrated, and their ma.
tion! led to the perfonal a.tta('K 011 [be mlru.fter. which diftinguillied this 
memorable fdlion. To prepare the pttblic mind. they entered into long and 
~quent protdh. whieh during the mtelTUption givec. to the pubJicJ.tion of 
debates, conveyed their fcnt'irnents unanfwercd to the world. 

Their motiort.! and pubhcations formed a prelude to the graad attllCk. 
On the llth of February, Sandys, who is jufUy cnlkd~ ~~!et . ~'_ t~e 
~t1dn"m~~~r,u left his feat, and ·croffing the Boo: to the mi.oifter, fa.i~ 
that 1iC: thought it an act of common attentIOn to inform him, that he 
fhould on Frida] next, bring an accufatioD of (evera) articles agaiD.ll him.. 
Walpole tb;onke<l him for the iofonnation. Soon &f1_aed,Sandy' ftood inh;' 
place, and acqnainttd the hou.fe, tb&t ba mtmded 01) theenfUl.a& Fr.ij:Jay to 
open a matter of great import&ftCe, which. pn{oaaI1y concer,acd t~ chan
cellor of the exchequer, and therefore hoped that be would on that day be 
prerent. 

The minifi.er immediately rofe, and received the intimation with geqt 
..,mpofu", and dignit}", thanltt!d him for his ~ioe, and after ~O!tiJrg a 
caadid and im~ ""'ring, ded&ltd, that be weuld nol IiW tQ attwI 
the hOU<e, as he "was not confc:ious of 8DJ crime to. deiia we.aaxn.fatioll- He 

id I!ii 1land on his breaft ancI faid, witll feme emotioa, 

.. Na confdre fibi, nul1i pollefccre Ct!lpIe 

'~ obferv<jl, .bat lbe rjgII!; )H,oourable ~. kigit:_tidn 
"C\!, f'juoll,. i.,."q.r;att, and ~ th.t be hid ~ ~ ... 
W \OriU\m ,..U4 ptUkJur, (,.Jp4. 'rhe mioif!.er cIefe!id<Il '&it ~.ii!llII,f-bd 
~ _inIt his a8"ertion, he oftre4 • wmr 01'':1 milfti-i' .... '1--

~ 
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~ the challenge, and .od th. deci60n of tbe difpu« to the milli. 
/l.,.., friend Nichol" H.rdj~, clerk of ,he hour., ~ man dift'Dg\lilhed for 
'dalfica.l erudition. Hardingc decided againft Walpole, the g"ioca was im
mediately thrown to Pulteney. who caught it, and holding it up to the I 

boufe, exclaimed. foG It is the only money which. [ hltn' l"e1i:e1vtd from the I 

tmSury for many years, .and it ihall be the Jaft .... - _. 
The public expeCtations were raifed to the urmofi: pitch. the paffagcs to 

the gallery were crowded at a very early hour, t~ concourr", was prodigious. 
Several of ·the commons fecured their ftats at fix in tbe mor.t.ng. and no leCs 
than 450 member!. attended. on tbis important occafion. The debate was 
opened at onc o'clock. . 

Sandys + began byobrervin,. that among the many advantages ariling from 
our happy conftitution. there wa~ one ·rcciproc:a.l to the k.ing and people: 
The legal and regular methad by which the people might Ia.ytbeirgrievanccs. 
compTainb, and opinions,. before their fovucign. not only with regard to.tlle 
meafures which he purfues, but allO with regard to the perfons whom ·h. 
employs. 

co In abfolute monarcbje5,~' he~ faid, u the people: .may futrer, but can .. 
not publicly complain i and this want of comrhunication is productive 

/ of the moft dreadful calamities both to tbe prince and people. For as the 
monarch bas no means of bccGIIIling acquainted with the public op1nioo,. 
he often continUe! to purfue the kunC meafurcs, and to emptoy the fame 
men, unJ:il the difcootetlts become univerfa.l; a general infwreCl.ion takes 
place, and bmh be and bis minill.ers are involved in one common ruin. la 
.his kingdom fuch a misfortune can never happen., as loJlg as parl~mr.nts afp 

"femble regularly and freely. For if difcontents arife, when any of the mea,.. 
f\mS purfued by the King's ferva.nts an: injurious, and his miniilen UDPOPU~ 
br, it is the duty of "this houfe to.give proper information and advice.. 
and jf w~.llC"glea t(),. do fo- we betray .ot oruy ow duty to Qur counery and. 
conftitutioll, hut our duty to o.r fovemgrt. Thil being my opinion, aDd. 
the opinion. of .nry. perfoa who eDtataina true aotions Qf 'our conftituttoa,. 
Ian no longer def""making the motioo of which I fqrm<rly gave nati<:<. .. 

" T.bere ;, not • .-bet of tbis boule who is not fenJible that both. OUt 



feriod VI!. fomgn and domeflic a6airs, (Of fevcral real'! paft, have been Unr.tts~M 
i7J7tol74'~' the majority of the nation. The pcopk: hayt ' fuffered from pail mca(u~!i. 
L .... - -' they complain of prefent meafures; they exped: no ledrers, no 8ltetatiOil or 

amendment but &oIil the interference of thIS haufe. Thefe:tte the fetlti.. 
nlenU of the people; wMdl ought to be reprefentcd to the king, in the pro.
per mefhod eftabJilbed by the confutution. 

" I have long n:peCled, that fueh & motion as I am now to mike w~uld 
hove bet. brougbt furw&rd by fome other gentleman more capobl. than my
fdf to ~nforce.hat l (hall prepofe; but IS no one hu hlthertoattnnpted it, 
and IS this i~ tbe lilt (effion of thu parliament, lam unwilling it fhouW c.x~ 
pire without anfwering the people's expeaations t which, in this refpea:. arc 
10 juft, fo we-ll founded, and fo agreeable'to the conftitution. ] therefore 
hope: I fhall be excufed for attempting "hat r think my duty ... , a member 
of this houte, and a:. a friend to the pre4Cnt happyeftabhtbment," 

H e then lamented the miferabie condition of the nation j engaged in 11 

\\'Ar with one potentate, a.nd bkdy to be involved in another, WIthout one 
411y abroad, and untler the prdfure of an immenfe debt at home, He 
fa.&d tbat he would inquim by .hal means we were reduced to this (ituation l 

and would then make his intended motion. 
H(:\d, 01 ::I(;~ In making this inquiry into the ca.ofos of our unfortunate condition, be 
~UfJtjOll. thould tirO: begin by confidcti.ng fortign dfoUrs, tben advert to domeft.ic af-

fairs, and laftly enteT into the conduct. of the war, • 
On fOicign In regaN to foreign affairs, we bad departed &om the principles of the .Iu.. grand alliance which tended to depnb OW' izn.eteratc enemy the houfe of 

Bourbon. and had abondoned and loft our old and natural a,IIy the houfe of 
Auftria. 

1\Ithough il had beon frequentlya1lerted. tbat a,II tbe misfortune. of our 
foreign mogotia,iOllS we .. prinoipally ewing to the pcaoo of Utreoht; yet he 
wu of another. opInion. The .... of the u.aty of Utrecht had beon re
paired by the qUid",p!. .nil_. IIId ftilllI1Dn: by the gIorioua vido:y which 
admiral Byag had piled ..... Ih~ SpuUGo 4eet, air 1Itc cooft of Sicily I a 
vidoiy. how ...... which (0""" no otlterptnpaf. lban to &i" riCe to tJoe fcon
dalou< t-r of pooce ia "", rr ,.." IIipIJ d~sabIe to lloe 1IIrion. 
becauC. it agreed to ",RolO tho .. ;po we had t ...... in &II open and juft 
Mr. &n<\ ~ witb • ~ if 1IOt ... .,.' ..... 19 .... up Qib. 
....... &nd Mioor"" wiIItcM ~..., CIIIIIIIiI_ -li:ir tbo ...... ol 
drio CIIIIIII". or obtaiDillJ III ~ .... af .. --'1IIIicfI_ tIJca 
bcpo to be ",ifiocpmeDtod 011 die JWI ol 8Foio. 111 _ .... tI>io I11III1 
...... f¥>~1heoI tho prepondc_ ol tho bouJC of Bour_ . 

.. lui 
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lut he could declare, from the higheR: authorityr th&t we had even Gnte Chapter H • 
..... time been, with rc[(X;d. to foreign powers, in a moll de6ra~le tituuion. 1740101 74>'. 
The bigh authority tQ which he alluded wu the fpecc.h. from the throne, in. b.,- eJ 

NoYC2ftlk:r 17~~ whic. re~ented peacc with all powen abroad ; at home ' 
pmcd tranquiUity, ,plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of aU civil and 
re!iP>w rig~ .. ; uprcffion. which charmed e~ery Eogulh car. nut !bat uni. 
ver(a.l happinefs did not long continue. Eat foon after this period we enterod. 
into "that clafe nndlh.ip and com::Cpondence witb the court of France, 
which, to the infinite difadvantage of this aation, h.a.s cOJ.1tiAued ever finee • 
... d whiclt &as < now, at Jaft, brougltt the balance of power into the utmoJl: 
danger. if' not to inevitable ruin." We declined availing ourfelves of the 
fortunate breach wmcit had taken place between the two branches of the 
hou(e of Bourbon, we dediO,ed. taking adva.ntage of the re(cntment eater .. 
tained by Philip apnll. France, for the return of the Spanilh infanta, we 
declined the offer of the king of Spain to fubmit to the fole medi.atioo of 
England to Cettle tbe diC!"'t .. between hiai and the Emperor. 
• U But the rnoft pernicious of all tbe pernicious meafures was the treaty of 
Hanov~r, When the aUlance between Spain and-the Emperor was coaduded,. 
we, who by a very little dexterity, might then have duped France, who has 
dupc:'d us fo often, inftead of doing fo~ by the treaty of Hanover, flung our· 
{elvc:s into her a.rttlS, and England', aff'airs (cern, ever (ince, to have been rna·, 
Aaged by a French intereft. Fleets had been f~t, one to the Baltic, another 
to the Weft Indies, to infult, and only to infult, the Czar and the king of 
Spain; the three pretended articles of the Vienna. treaty. which produced that 
of Hanover, were the eftablithment of .tbe Oll.end company, tbe taking of 
Gilmltar. &nd .. he placing of the Pretender on th. throne. But when Gil>
rakar was bclieged, what affiftance did we receive from France ?" He war 
inclined to beJieve that no help was fo much u demaoded of the French, be· 
<,uk we I<new none would be grontod. The reparation o' Dunkirk wu ~ 
memorable inftance of French tiocerity. ., 

He then adverted to the preliminaries.of the peace of 1727, and ,the act 
M the Pardo. H. llated. that on the 6rft complaints from the mereb ....... 
of Sp..rulh depnodoitio.., the porliame.t thought fit to I1I:COCIlmeDd pacific 
.,..c ..... only. H. '<then cenfW<d the treaty of Sev.iu., by wIIich SpaniIh, 
wwps """,,',. be iot.-d into Italy. Don Carl", _t .tbirpe.. ""t ..... 
PJIicoed '~I.<SOmaii"", .. only ....... ~. arui wbell :tbe "mao 
me.nt. ;"" 7,g" addrciOd to know what progreC. 'they had mode, hia .... ; 
jiftJ'o ...... -. that'tlt"r_lO.-ia'feucmonth., ""t bylbe .de
I!p4 '5piiIi, tJ. ..meltooco ..... Dot opmod rill "j4< • . !bong proof pi 

Spanio. 
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r,ried Vl1 Spol1lifh perfidy; yet we had introduced the Spanifh troops. accordint to.our 
.'J 71n I ;'.~. treaty with the Emperor :md States Geoeral 1n 1731. We thea guarantied 
... """'"11- • tbe pragmatic fanction. and engaged to fupport the Emperor in all his dorm. 

nions, but t=J.w him lofe Sicily and Napl~ fuJfered France to gain LoralDt, 
a.nd the power of the hOllfe of Aufiri ... which had been ridiculouny 1DIIg

nitied in order to vindicate the Hanoverian treaty, pull~ down and broupt 
t{) its prefent low and miferable fituation. 

U That great man, admiral Vernon, faw this error, &lid gave frequent &elmo: 
ltitions againn the perfidy of FEIIlce, in tbi, "try haufe, for which ruron it 
was contrived, that be iliould be excluded {rom the next pa~liarD4nt, and he 
l\'aS likewife denied his- rank. Then came the feron'd complaint of depred ..... 
\ions, when, by the management of one penon, parliament was prevailed upon 
to be ag:1.l1l pacific." . 
. He then expat1ated on tbe tonvention: He repeated mon of the objec

t ions made ;'0 that 11l,;olly, which he called one of thofc expedients on whicb 
the rumifter fcemed to live from year to ye:u-. and when this treaty wos 
fhamefully broken by Spain, war was not dechued. but-an order iffued 3t 
tirfl for repriGl\s ani)'. Negotiations, as be believed.",run went on, but Coon 
after followed the prefent war. " 

0 11 dmndhc He then adverted to oomeftic affairs. after ftating the national debt 
Wf~~. in 1716. he aJledged that lhe debt! of the army had been [welled from 

£.400,000 to above two millions, and debentures ifi"ued for that fum, of 
wluch part had been difchargod from the produce of tbe fiaking fund. by 
which 00. pc:foo bad gained copliQerabic ad<"'1t"!!'" 

To ~.&nd unmak-e, he urged, the famoUi ~ CODttaCt, to Cecure frum 
condign puniIhment thofe, who by their wicked and avadciow execu
tion of the trufi: rtpofed in them by the South Sea [cheme, had ruined. 
many tboufands ; to commute publ,,- jUfticc, and [abjet\:: the leIS guilty to 
• JlWIi!hmen1 too fevere. in order tb,&t the moil: heinous offend'll might 
efcape t~at wh.ich' they dcferved; a.nd to give up to the South Sea com
.,..,y the fum of. c ...... miUion.,j~rliag, which they had obllged tbemfcl.." 
to pay to the publiCI a great part,pf ",hith fum W&I given to old fr.ock 
hold ..... od COAfoquently tQ .tboiC who h.a!l never fui"cnd by lbo_fcbcnic; 

.wtftl,thc i1:tps by which dlIhoneft 1""'"r _ obtained. All the .vili aad 
none of the Idnnt.., of tb. Flmth MilliJlipi fclvnv were adopted: Our 
&outh Sea li:home had... . ... .. 1!'l>iIe _. lIad Iiouidatod. tJ;oo;, 

'~L' . ~. 
HI !boo ~ the <Iob!l ~ ~ pogoI_ of ~ f1,u';i"' ........ ia I'.V. cd a&rtod, tIs&I \lito ..",oIc1c!>t 1rU. J!9I di.,ioi0(l"l. "'lgb ~ 

. ~Qki"l 
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6ekink fuoo had' fince that period produced no lefs th:m filteen millions, aD 
which had been fpent in Spith.ead expedJ.tion~ and Hyde }1ark reviews. 

.H,e. ,next enunu::Iated many in{ta.nccs ()f unconftitur1oda,l cnnduft. A 
larger fianding army Inaintained tban. was nec.:df.uy or confift.cnt ~' i(h the 
confiitution; augmented without .caufe. Squadrons fith .. -d out at an eWll

mow erpence, to the great annoyance of tAde, without being employed 
againft enemies, or for the affift~e of "Uics. All mcthod~ to fecure the: 
coo:fti~ioD agatml that molt dlllFrow enemy, cor~l\ptlon, rt'jl'l'ted or ren~ 
8cred ineffeCtual; many penal bw4! paffed of an arbitrary tendency; pubhc 
expendittute increafed by the addition of new and u(elc[s offices; all 10-
qulrit5 inoo tbe man~ment of public money pcm;:rted or defeated i \'otes 
of credit frequent; cxpcnces of the civil lift increafed; the abolition of 
burthenfome an,!i pemkiW! taus, IUld the difch!\rge of the debt pr.!vented; 
from a. principle that the colleCtion of taxes rwden:d a great number of pJace .... 

• tDlIR 100 oRiccrs necetrary. whore votes gave weight to undue influence in dcc
tiom and il'l parliaulentj the redudion ofinterei\oppofed. not by the influcilce 
of arpmc:nt, but by another fort of influence; cfDcers diCmHfcd for voting 
againft the excik Cchcme, one of the we&keft or moet violent prq«ts-~ver fet 
on foot or countenanced b1 any Dlinifter. Thefe., he obferved, weft; tbe 
charaderiA:ic features of. a comJpt and profligate adminiftration. 

He then entered on the conduct of the war. Vernon. who after having 
been excluded from h~ feat in parliament, and deprived of his rank, for op
poling adm1niftrat~on, had retired to the country, was the only perfon fit or 
willing t'O conduct the expedition to America; and yet even witb thefe 
claim!, he wu not rdtored to his rank; though it was to be hoped that his 
meritorious fcrWcea would extort that mark. of confidence. Vtmon received. 
on his depart"'" tbeTaiml: promifes of being fupported and fupplied. How 
..... """"promilc. fulfilled I He failed from Plymouth 00 the 3d of Auguft 
Il''$9.'oa1ywitb Jttten of rc:prifal, WAr Qot being declared till Othlber, by which 
maas.hi$ eXertions ~rt' fettered and reftra.lned. He failed ~ith ;l tJcet badly 
equipped, aDd badiy fupplied. In Sep.tenaber, fome bomb veffels 'Were tent to 
bim, whieb aid pot arrive. j:unaicn till the ,I sth of January. No provir.5 
or··(hms were forwanlcO, ~~ fo fcantiJy was he yiCtuaI1ed, that on the J 8th bf 
Marcil, be wlllte to I!OW"nment. eameftly pJ<fting for ",0'" fuppI«:.. lie 
,Q1d. iIoatlojo kUors·"" die table fuBiciently prove dlere fa/'ts, th<\, di'i;>l.yed 
• """ ........ *:great.o.ingB wbi<:h be might.bave dfedcd, had thO "umber 
"'kaoI "'_ wIIich _'..,...my .nd r<peatedly called f<>r. been !;.;nnted. fOKe. 
,..,~iqlo """ned • bDl;ncoior 110 other ufe but to oj>pfef. the people I torcco 
~ .'<I'.iot Iuo,~been <:!ifed. or Ibould howe beta'eM out to vindica'e 
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, Pfriod \:1r. the: hODOur of their country againA: their oppreffors in AmeticA, where :1lo.a« 
1#7 fO I i;~ ' offenfive meafurcs could be carried on wllh effeCt. Admiral Hai.ldock, .ho 
'- -- ' urged, was equally neglected; bitter complaints of want of fupplies came no 

leis from his [quallion, and he was forced to aCt upon the defen6ve. To 
thai want, he toJeJy att ributed the e(cape of the Cadi.L am] Ferrol fquadrons. 
He commended, In high term:., tbc care and diligence of admiral Haddock, 
in furmChing conyo)'s. and proteCting the trode of tue Mcditerrancall. ano Mi
m:l.dverted wnh equal acrimony on the c~pable neglect of c.onvo}s at home, 
and the numerous cruifcrs 01 t,he enemy, winch infefted the Channel, and 
ruined our conuucrcc. _ 

Things being thus, he Chould now name the author of all theCe puhlic C4-

huni tics. After what he had Caid. he believed no one could nuftake the per~ 
fan to whom he alluded: everyone muH: be convinced lhil.l he meanl tbe 
right honourable g<.:'lltleman who fat oppotite to him. and the whole houfc 
might C~ tho1t lhe right honvurable g~tleman. took it to himlClf;. that 
:J.gamft him there was ns general a difconte.at as had ever ari{cn againft any 
minifter. Although this cliCcon.tel'lt had lafted Co long, yet the right honourable 
gentleman ~l contin\Jt,.-o in his poft, in oppofition to the fenfe of the 
country;. thiS was no figu of the freedom of-government, becaufe a free 
people neither will nor can be go'llerned by a minifter whom they hale or 
defpife. 

He had well confiderc:d the difficulty of perfooa! attacks, yet he iliould 
obey the voice of tiw: people. aud aCt like an honeft man. and like an Eng
liDunan. in making his motion. H e bimfi:lf .. merely a pmtate man, prot~
ed only by his innocence, would fearltfily enter the lifis againft one who 
l]furped a rei}11 power, who had arrogated to bimfelf a place of French ex
tlaCi:ion. th:l.t of Cole minificr; contrary to the nnturJ: and prin":lplcs of the 
Englifll conA:itution. .He \\a5 well a.ware, that II ..:ommon excufc would be 
urged in hi, defence. that parli.unent pad gil--eD a l{inCtioo. to many of tbe 
a8:s which he h~ c..oumerJ.t"td. But tbe right hOllou.rable gentleman could 
110t ui:e thi~ uculpation. WIthout [ubjecting him1C.lf to Ute charge of grofs 
i~nfinency. He himft:lf had accuft:d tbe earl of Oxford of departing &ODI 

the principles of the grand alliance, and of having facrificed the counW)'.to 
Fr.anee, ahhQugh aU his meafur.tS had been '-nC1ioned by parliilwCQt. He 
obferved likewife, that parliament~ were. not infallible. but refemQleQ other 
iourts of juftice. Thc-y judge from infor.mation, and if anwiDCCd that the:y 
~ad been mined by falfe in{orRl&tion. {hould equally ~<knowledge tbc:ir er<or. 
and alter their opinions. , 

.. If it lhouJd be .uJc.ed," he f,ioid, .. Why I impute all tbeJi: ..u. to "'/ 
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_fth'/9fi, J reply, ·bccilufe that Mne perron graipcd in his own hands every branch 
of goVernment; that on~ pnfon has attained the fole direction of affair!', mo
nopolifed all the favours of the crown, rnmpalfcd the di(po(al of all places, 
penfions, titles, ribbands, as well as aJJ preferments, civil, militllTy. and cede
fiaftical; tiblt Dwe p"jon made a blind fubmiflion to hi~ will, both in e1etlions 
and parliament, the only terms of prefent favour, and future expectation. 
and continuance in office; and declared, -in this very hou(e, that he mun he 
a pitiful minifter who did not difplace an officer that oppofcd his meafurcs 
in parliament. 

H But even let us fuppofe no overfigbt. error, or crime in his puhlic con
duct, and that the people were fatisfied with his adminiO:ration. the ,"elY 

length of it is in itCeif a fufficient c:lufc for removing hirn. In a free go
vernmt"nt too Jong polfeffion of power is" Jlighly d.1ngerous. Moft common
wealths have been (X'enurned by this very overligh t ; and in this country'. we 
know flOW difficult it has often proved for parliament to drolw nn old favou
rite from behicd tile throne. even-when he has been guilty of the moO: hci
nous crimes. I willi this may not be our cale at preCent j fot though I will 
not fay, nor have I at prefent any occafion for Chewing, tha.t the favourite I 
.am now romphining of hilS been guihy of any crimes, the proof may then be 
.come at, and the witneffes again{\: him will not be afraid to appear. TilJ 
you do this, it is impoffible (0 determine. whetbcr he I!> guilty or innocent; 
and confidering the univerCal clamoul' againft him, it is high time to reduce 
him to weh a condition, that he may be brought to ,a t.ur, an impartial, 
and a ftritt: account. As I am only to propof~ an ",Jdre[s to remo,'e hirr 
from the king's counfels, 1 have no occafion to :lccufe him of any (pecin' 
crime. The diifatisfafrion of the people, and their fufpicion of hi,S c("lnduct 
Arc & fufN:iont found,tioD for fuch an iddrefs,'nd a (ufficient caufe for 1)1: 
removal. For no fovereign of thefe king.-loms lOughl to employ any mini , 
fiec who is difagrteable to the people,.and when any minifter is become un
popular, it is our duty to inform the king. that he Nay give general ('ltis 
fatl:ion by his removal. 1 folqnnly declare, that I ha\'e, no reicntmem 
.againQ: tbe right.honou.rablegentleman; I ba\'e, on. the co,nirary, rcct:ivcd per
ronal civilitie5 from him, and ha\'e nO 'private motives to WiOl him ill. Rut 
as I tlrink it necefi'ary, .for ~he welfare of my country, that · be iliould no 
lOOCCr oootiauc in bu majcfty's counfels, who has bewildered himfc:lf i.n trea
ties, wi¥> baa forfqtcd his -word with every court in Europe, and agajn(\: 

. whom the VcHqc: of the wor~, is in unifon with that of his country, I there· 
' i9ft IlKlve, n. an bumble ad<4'.efs be prercntcd to his majefi)', that he 
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w.ulcfbe gradout1}' pleated [0 remove the right Honourable Sir Robert- War .. · 
pole, knight of the moA: noble order of the garter, 6rft. commiffioner" 
chancellor, nnd under trcafu rer of the exc.hequcc, apd one of his majefty',: 
molt: honourable privy council, from his rnlljcfl:y 's prefence and counfeb for 
ever." 

TLc Ulotion was reconded by lord Limtrick. who obferved; that the na-
tion \Va<; rcdoced tQ fo low :l. {late hy the mi[€ondutt of the minifler, that no-
1\,:/otll'ce wa~ kft, ex(epting [he incfcafe of the land tax, and the anticipation 
of tht.: fund~ . That the reins of government were conducted bv a (ole mini. 
ficr, who liv(.d by expedients, who had removed the beet nnd ableft men in 
the arlTl)'~ for no other demerit than for their parliamentary oppofition to 
his mell(urcs. 

'Vort lc), M on t:lgue lhen propofed. in conformity to tl1e order of the hoofe; 
which rcrluirec; that ('very l1lemb~r, againft whom an accufation is brought, 
lhould retire while his conduCt is examined, that Sir Robert \Valpole lhould ' 
be orde red to withdraw. He was reoonded by Gyhbon,. who attempted to · 
vindicate this unjuft propefal, by feveral inapplicable precedents. 

The nlOtioll'W&S warmly oppofed by Bromley and Howe; and as the houfc. 
appeared to favour that lide of the queftion, Gybbon,. after urging, that if 
the motion for the remov:u {bonld be camed, neither tho life, liberty, or 
efbte of the minifter would be affeCted by the deciflOn. propofed that he 
fhould be firll. heard in his own defence, and thcn.withdra'.Y. libis propofal 
was ftrcnuou:Ry fupported, and no lefs ftrenuoufly relifi.ed;. it. was .call~ an 
unprecedented mode of proceeding, to charge a member in general tenns, 
by fpeeches only, without ftating particular fa~h as crimes, or bringing any 
evidence to prove them, or him to be the author of them; and then to ex
peCt: that he Chould retire, arftl other members be permitted to l00d him with 
general accufations, while he was not prefont to hear and mak~ his defence. 
The horne appearing convinced of th~ ab(urdity and injuft:ic$ of this propo
fall it was withdrawn. and tefolved that" the minifter· iheuld hear all the 
cha.rges brought againft him, and fhould be the \aft to ~ply. 

A long and violent debate then took: place on the main queRion. The 
pnncipal fpeakc::rs in favour of the motion were Pulteney, Booth.',. Fa:t.ak~lYJ 
Pitt, aDd Lyttleton. 

The.fubftance· of their argument'l''Nas fimilar to thole, WhKh !iad "-'0 
advaJ)c~ by Sandys; no dire&, accufa~ion was" made, no fpecific <:barge 
urged, no panicular crime alledged, but a (pedes of accumw..ri¥e guilt; 
drawn &om a long feri.s of [YpPOfod mifoondud. GIl founded OD, _ they 

• caIJed, 
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called,. moral certainty, preCumptive eviden~e, probable proof, ~omrnon fn.n~ef C~apter»), 
-.od notoriety of faCts. " 17~to I i.flt 

They juftified their proceedings by malcing a diftinC\.ion between iR1-~ 
peachmcnts, or bills of paios and penalties, whidl aff\:tt the hvcs, libcrty. 'If 
dlates of the per[ons accufcd. aDO an addrcfi to remove a miniftcr onlr. 
without attempting to inflitl:. any Icgillativc or judicial punifilment. In the 
firft cafe, they obfcrved, legal evideru::e is DcccffiLry, and muO: be applied to 
the feveF&! heads of tlle accuratio~ but in the other {hong prefulnpcions. 
founded upon public fame and notoriety, have been always Iidd Cufficient. 

Piu obfervcd. in his emphatic language, C( "That during the adminiftrntion PitL 

that was the abjea of cenCure, at home debts were increafed and taxes mul~ 
tiplied, and the Gllking t"Wld alienated. abroad the ryftem of Europe W:lS to .. 
tally (ubverted, o.nd at this ~wful moment. w1leo the greateft [eeoe was 
opening to Europe thnt has ever before occurred, he wllo had loll the COIlr 

fid~nce of all mankind, lliould not be pcrmittoo to continue at the head of 
the king's government ... 

Pulteney enforced the general tenOtlr of the argurpent advanced by Sandys. PlIlrt-ney. 

with increafcd animiltion, wit, and eloquence. f-L: particularly dwelt on his 
favourite topic, that the fyftem adopted and invariably pur(ued by the nli .. 
nifler. tended to exalt the hou[e of Bourbon, and deprcfs th:lt of Au-
ftria; and maintained his pofi tion by an analyfis of foreign tranfaClions and 
treaties. t-hat preceded and followed the treaty of Hanover. which he eonfi-
dered as the fouree of all fubCequent degradations. and the caufe of national 
difgrace. 

References were Rot only made to thofe minifl:ers who had been im
peached or cenfured by the houfe of commans~ to Suffolk, Cl3.rendon, and 
Lauderdale. but Walpole ~u compared to the molt wortWefs favourites that 
had ever engroffed the ear of former fovereign,. AlluGons were even made 
to the minions of Edward the SecO\ld. Pierce Gavefton +" and Hug,h Le 

• Htalis of Pitt', fpeeth. in Sir Robert W&L. 
pole's Patfill.1l1t-ntary Memor.tll{hlms. 

t About thIs till\c .... publilhed, " The 
Ufe aad Death of Piau Ga,,·.(t.onl Earl of 
Canurlll. grand Favourite and PrIme Minifttt 
'to that unfiwtunate Prince.1idward the St-C4)OO. 
!Qosof~_ p~J""'o1<, by 
W.( of Cau~ to all tto Ht-ll.ds, and 

· ·I"j Nlniften. It •• acc~Jed with a 
c.u:.ttff't"pl'Uit, li'Cpfti"etItin., the: 'gure of Sir 

· 11,_ W~ boidlnA" -hit hondo • bbd, 
· ~ CtmptIt-• . snort'hint ia the block. 

and tbe ·exe~utianer with ft.e Ut-. Behind him. 
is a gt'e'oadier with a bag of money in his hand, 
on which-i. wfitten,.:/; • Nand in fhe clouds 
hold. a fword oyer bia had. Underneath i i' 
a yignette, wnh a baboor. in chain. on one 

• fide • • nd On the other a ~bydn. picrct-cl ... ilh 
darb, wdoh, thlf infcriptlcm ~ 

k Tho- nil mtnifim awhile .. 
U Mty Mil< themfclvft in fortune's {mi!. j 
(C T~ for their crirnet mull foon or late. 
U Ltke Gave{lou1 Mnalt to DU," 

Defll!'nC.r, 
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:PJ;riOd VII. Defpenfer, and he was accufed of refembling them in the gidd~rs of ,tbeir 
- . 

JJl7.to 174'" power, and the exorbitance of their grants. 
, ... ___ ~._ .. , . The motion was oppofed, with great animation and ability, by the fmodi 
Pdhanl and of the minifter: Pelham and Stephen Fox principally difiinguiilied thelll: 
Fox. . fd .... es in this deblte j after vindicating the meafures, both foreign :lnd do. 

mefii c, which bad been fa "much nrrnigned, they refled the chief pAft of the 
defence all the impropridy of the motion. They expofed the violence and 
injuftice of propofing to have a member of the houfe, and.a per(on in his 
high ib.tion, punifhed by the !of, of charaaer and reputation, 'upon general 
tUegations, which were' not proved to be crimes. and which had received, in 
former examinations and debates, the approbation or can rent of the parlia. 
ment, and in making Sir Robert Walpole an advifer of tl1e things alledged# 

. as prime or fole minifter, without any other evidence than that of common 

Sir CIlarles 
WBgcr. 

\.: ot'l<l\ll\ of 
the Tori,es. 

i..nrd Con}· 
byry. 

fam,e -. ' 
The affection of S,ir Chalks 'Vager made a great impreffion on the houfe. 

With a: view to combat the arguments that Wa1pole was fole minifter, thl! 
,'ctcran (eam:l1l, who had been at the head of the :ldmiralty nine years, faid, 
., That, to his' knowktlge; Sir Rubert Walpole was as forward and zealous 
to promote the war as any of his majcfty's cd.tn.cil, and that nothi.ng W:lS 3,.' 

momeJlt wanted in · his province. that of ilfuing money: That 11e had never 
intertered in recommending anyone perron to the admiralty board; ilnd 
th:l.t if lit: had ever done fo, he (Sir Cbarles) would have thrown up all his 
employments." 

The minifter was not only defe,nded by his fliends, and thore who 
ufually fupportcd the me:Lfures of gO'\,'ernment, but. the motion was oppofed 
by fevcral Tories; as tending to introduce an inquifitorial (,.(tem. 

Lord Cornb).lry. in particular, obfervoo; U The advocates for the motion, 
endeavour to ath'ancc a charge of fIl:mmll/oliv( guilt, to aggravate one crime 
by the fupcradditlon of another; and .cather to intend a 'popular L'enfure than 
a icgal condcQl.fIatiun. · I 

,u 1 fuppofe no man will fufpeft that an .'unju{\: partiality in favour of the 
-gentlem'itO, whore conduCt is now the fubjetr of c;xaminadon, in4~ences me 
'to cellfure this mode 'of proceeding. unce no mao, can want reafons .aga.inft it 
of the ·grea.teft weight. ltia.fQns which deferve the. clofcft ;Utcp,\ion from 
every man of prudence and virtoe, -:every.eman ~~ :regatd".1ria '9'm.~ty, ·91 
the h:t.ppinefs ?f future genera.tiQns, No (nan, ~orc:judgmlrlt' is riot ovtt

' borne by his refcntnlent, and wh()fe a.rdour,fgr vengearlce'!Jas'lOot ,extmguith
,Pi CV"')' olber -IIIQtiveof adian, can , n:{olv~ hi. givet~ [aha:ion .~ ·binoice 

. - ACt'ount of tilt dchlt.e by Sit kober, Walpole . . Conef~Dcktlu . . 
to 
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to It method of pn;>fl!culion, by which the 'good and bad 'are equally enda.n~ 
gered; anc~ which wilt make the 3dOliniftration of public affuirs deftruc
t ive to the purdl: integrity. and the higbefl: wifdom. 

U That fucA mull: be the confequence of charges like this. will appear no 
longer a paradoxical affertion, if it be remembered, that humanity-is a .!late 
of ill)}':·rfeCtion. th:lt tbe ftrifrcft virtue fometimes declines from the right. 
nnd ~hat the mofl: confummate policy is by falre appearances, or 3.ccidenbl 
inattention, betr:l.yed into error. For how foon mult: that rna'n be dcllroyed. 
wbor.:: high (taion expores him to the continual obfervation of envy 'and 
m&levolence. whore minutcft errors arc carefully remarked , and whore cafual 
failings arc Ircafured up as a fund of accufations, How [oon, if trivial' tranC
greffions Ihall be a~cumulatcJ into capital crimes, may the bdt man com
plete the fum of his offences, and be doomed to ignominy, to exile, or to 
death? 

" ]n criminal proceedings, particular regard has been bad to precedent.s. 
and furely the effctl:.s of :l former accufation of this kind, give us I\O . encou
ragement to the repetition of it. From a charge of accumulativ~ treafon, 
the faCtion of thc l:lU age proceeded to the uCurpation of baunt.1lefs autho ... 
rilY. the fubverfion of our con!1:itution, and the murder oE thc king, 

" ] Olall therefore continue to fuppofe every mall innocent till he appe3.n 
from legal evidence to be guiHy; and to rejetl any ch.lrge of accumulative 
guilt, upon the bme: principles of regard to liberty. to virtue. to truth, and 
to our conftitutioll, by which 1 h:wc hitherto regulated my conduCt 0 and far 
the (amc·rearons for wliich I have condemned the mcafurcs of the adminillra
tion. I (ball now oppofe the pre(cnt motion - ," 

Edward Harley, member for H creford lhire. brothcr ta tbe lord treafurer, 
:tnd in a thort time afterwards ellrl of Oxford himfe1f. evinced, on this occafion, 
:\ fpirit of moderation, not ufual wi~h perfons er.Jl1ged -in party difpures. He 
was one of the beads of the Tory intereft, aoo his family ):tad alway!! di· 
ftiqguithed itfclf in oppofi tion to Sir Robert Walpole. He f~.rd ... Sjr. I-do 
not {l:md up at tbis time of night, either to accufe or ftat\cr any man. 
Since [ have had the honour to fit in parliament, [ bave oppofed the mea.· 
furc::s of adminiftration-becaufe I thought them wrong i and ~ long as they 
:we, I Ift.U continue to give ag conftant an appofrtion to them, The Rate of 
~ht nation

l
• br the cooduct: of our mini~ers, is deplo~ble; a war is deftroy

,mg us abroad, and poveWy and corrupnon arc: devounng us at home. But 
whatever 1 mty .think. of men, God forbid. that my privat~ opinion iliould be 

the 

C~apl:f:r ,S. 
tHotola l, \,.... ' 

Harley. 



Nftod VIt. the only rule of my Judgment! I thould deftre to ba\"t an exterior tonvlc
lJfJtn 174~· tion from faa, and evidences; and without this, I aft)- fo far from .con..: 
'- .. ., .demning, fbat I would not cenfuTe any man. ' f am fully fatis6ed in ~y own 

.mInd. that there are thofe who give pernicious and deftru~ive counfeJs; 
and. I hope, a time win come, when a proper. legal. parliamentary inquiry 
may be made, and when ~lear fath and full evidence will plainly difcover 
who arc the enemies of their country. A noble lord. to whom I had the 
honour to be rewed, has been pften mentioned in this debate: He was im
peacbed and imprifoncd; by that irnprifonmeot his yea" were Jhorte~. 
and the profecution was carried on by the honoo.rable perf on, who is now 
the fnbje8: of your queftion, though he:: knew at that very time, that there • 
lN~ no evidence to fuppoTt it. I am DOW, Sir, glad of this opportunity to 
return good for evil, and to do that honourable gentleman 3.Ild his family • 

. that jullice which he denied to mine"' ." 
Shippen .:1ecla.aed. " + that he .Looked on this motion as only a rcherne for 

turning out one roinifter.:md bringing in another; that as his conduct in 
parliaracnt had always been rtgulated with a view to tIle good of his country. 
without any regard to his own priV:l.tc; iAterel1:, it was quite indifferent to 
him, who was in or who was out; and he would give himrclf no concern in 
the qudtion." At the conelufion of thefe words he withdrtw, and was fol· 
iowed by thirty-four of ~ friend,. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SIXTH, 

"7+ 2 • 

JUpJy tJj Sir J{f~I"1 IPfI/polt.-MII. IItgll1i'IJt4.-Simil4T' MrJtioH ill tIll Lord;. 
- C .. JolI •• J An",,,,, ttl Sltiffm. , 

T Ii IS attack, concerted with (o.much previous ca~ and 1J:mounClld 
with fo much ofientaiion, wa ,not calcula.ted to alarm the tninift:er. 

He raw the dir~ Whig> f~ al)d heft ....... ' all tho Tarin. ooi u-

d~.th ofbi. Mpbew, iD me foUo';"in.e ,. he 
fUl;eceOed to (be wk. 

01' Cboodlet. , 
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dulling'thore who voted a~i.nJl .him, lwerre to the qucfiion; many fur
porting him with a f:\Xourable difplay of impartial ami b~tl('\'olcnt princi ples; 
the Jacobites fcornfully turning tLeir h.1Cks upon a party apparcnti) uni1 ed Ly 
no principle, and a motion brought forwal'<is wi lhout du ~ cOlllidcratLon. H e 
availed himfelf, with great abihty, of the \'.lIltlge ground on which he fiuod. 
and commenced the reply by a well conduRed attack againfl the t..Iiliou.1Jut 
parts of Oppofilion. He fomented the di"jjjon bCl\\'el.!n the TOiil.:s and 
'Vhigs in oppofit ion, paid a delicate compliment to the Tories, and di . 
reCted the 'hafts of his eloquence principall}' againfi. the katlcrs of the 
dif:lffe8.cd Whigs, whore motives of hOllihty wt:re alrl.!:\Jr furrected by 
the public. 

He faid, " Sir*', it has been obfer\' t::d by fc\'cr:!.l gc-ntlcmcn, in vindication 
of this motion , that if it (llouid be carried, neither my life, liberty, or efbte 
will he affected. But do the honourable gentlemen conlitler Ill)' charaCler 
and reputation as of no moment? Is it no imputation to be arraigned 
before this I10ufe, in which I have fat forty years, and to hal'!! my name 
tranfmitted to pofterity with difgrace and infamy? I will not conceal my fenti
ments, that to he named in parliament as a fubjca of inquiry. is to me a 
matter of great concern; but I ha,'c the fatisfaltion at the fame time to 
reflect, that the impreffion to be made depends upon the conliftency of the 
cllarge,. and the l~lot ives of the profecutors. H:uJ lhe charge ~en redtl~cd 
to fpeclfic allegations, I lbould have fclt myfelf called upon tor a fpeClfic 
defence . H ad I fer\'cd a wenk or wicked malter. and implicitly obeyed hIS 
dictates, obedience to his comm~nds muft. have been my oilly juftification. 
But as it ha§ been my good fortune t o fenre a maft.er. who wants .no bad 
minifters, and would have hearkened to none,' my defence mun rcft 0 .1 

my own conduct The confcioufnefs of innocence is alfo fufficient [upport 
again(\; my prefent profecutors. A farther jullification is alfo derived from 
t\ cdnfideration of the views and abilities of the profecutors. H.ru I been 
guilty of great enormities , thc:y want neither zea.l and inclination to bring 
them forward$. nOf ability to place them in the moil; prominent point ~of 
new. But. as I am confcious of no crime, my own experience convinces tnc, 
tha.t none can be juftly imputed. I muil; theref?re aJk the gentlemen, 
£rom whence does this attack proceed? From the paffions and prejudices of 
the parties combined agrunlt me ; who may be divided into three c1afi"es, the 
Boys, the riper Patriots, and the Tories. The Tories I can ea61y forgiv~ 

·.The h:bftne~ of this fpeecb j" tak~n from 
,.,liaamltary mililUte$, ig the band writing of 

VOL. I. 
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Petiod VII. they have unwillingly come into the meafure, and they do me honour in think. 
l'Tn 10 '74:, iog it ncceffary to remove me, as their only obftacle. What is the inference 
~ to be drawn from there prcmifes? that demerit with them ought to be confi. 

dered as merit with orheri. But my great and principal crime is my long 
continuance in office, or, in other words, tl;e long cxclufion of thofe who 
now c.omplain agJinft me. This is the heinous offence which excct:ds all 
others': I keep h.-om them the pofi(~ffion of that power, thore honours and 
thole emoluments, to which they [0 ardently :md pertinacioufly afpire. I 
will not attempt to deny the reafonablenefs and neceRity of a party war; but 
in carrying on that war, all principles and rules of jufticc filould not be de. 
parted from. The Tories mull: confcr~, that the moll; obnoxious perf OilS 

ha,'e felt few infbnces o[ extra judicial power. Wherever they have been 
arraigned, a plain charge has been exhibited againll: them; they have had 
an impartial trial, and have been permitted to make their defence; and will 
they, who have expenenced this fair :lnd equitable mode of proceeding, aCt 
in direct oppotition Lo every principle of juft.ict", and efbblifh thii fal.,1 pre· 
cedent of parliamentary inquilition? and whom would they concilIate' by 
a condua fo contrary to principle and precedent? 

"Can it be fitling in them, who have divided. the public opinion of 
the nation, to (hare it with thofe who now appear as their competitors ? 
\Vi th tl1e men of yeft.erday, the boys in politics, who would be ab
fo!uteJy contemptible did not their audacity render them deteftable? 
With the motk patriots, whofe prafrice and profcffions prove their felfifh. 
nefs and malignity, Wh9 threatened to purfue me to dell:ruCtion, and who 
llaYe never for a. moment luft fight of their objctl:? Thefe men, under the 
name of the Separatifts, prefurne to call themfdves, exclufivelv, the no/jolt 

and the ptOp/t, and under that charaCter, atfurne 111 power. In their 
dtimation, tbe king. lords, and commons are a facrion, and they are the go_ 
,·ernment. Upon there principle.., they threaten thedeftQlaion of all autho~ 
rity, and think tfley have a right to judge~ direCt, and refift, all Jegal magif
trUes. They withdraw from parliament becaufe they fuccceQ in nothing, 
and then ,attribute their want of fuecer" not to its true caufe,l'their own 
want of integrity and importance, but to the efetl: of places, penGons, 
and, corruption. May it not be afk.ed, Are the people on tbe court fide 
more united than on the other? Are not the Tories, Jacobitcs, and Patriot, · 
oqwLLly determined? Wha.t makes tha. ftrifr union l What ~ment~ tu. 
heterogeneous mafs? Party engagements and pcrtonal attachmeats. How .. 
ever difi'erent their views and principles, they all agree in oppofition. · The 
Jacobit .. diftre& -the government they would fuMcrt i the Tories t(jntend 

£0.: 
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for party I¥e~oi1lence and J>Qwer. The Patriots, from difcontent and difap
pointrnent. would change the minifiry, that themCclves might cxc1ufively 
fuccced. They have laboured this point twenty years un(uccefsfully; they art' 
jmpatient of longer dclay. They clamour for change of mea(urcs, but mean 
only changt;;. ... of minifiers. 

" In parfy contcas, why fllOUld not bt¥-h fides be equally lteady? Docs Dot 
a Whig adminiftratioll as well defervc the Cupport of the WhLgs as the con
trary? Why is not principle the cement in one as ..... ell as the other, cfpeciaUy 
when they confers. that all is Ic\'cllcd aglinfl: one mln ? ,\-Vhy lhi~ aile man? 
becaufc they think, vainly, nobody clfe could withft:l.Od them. All othcr~ ar!.! 
treated as tools and vaffab. The ane is the corrupter, the numbers corrupto.:d. 
But whence this cry of LOrruption. and cxclufive cl:l.Im of honourable dilhnc
tion? Compare the eftate:s. charaEters, and fortunes of the commons on one: 
fide, with thofe on the other. Let the m3tter be f3irly invefiig3ted j furveyand 
examine the indivlduals who ufuaUy fuppert the mcafures of government. and 
thofe who are in oppofition. Let us fee to whofe fide the bJ.lance prepondt:
ratei. L ook round both houfes, and fce to \', hich fillc the balance of virtue 
and talents preponderates! Are all thefe on one fide, and not on die other? 
Or are all thefe to be counterbal.lOceu by an affected claim to the excltifive 
title of patriatifm. G<..ntlcmen have taIled a great deal of patriatifm. A \'c
ncrable word, when dul), praCtifed. But I nm farry to fay, that of late it has 
been fa much h:u'kneycu about, that it is in danger of falling into dilgmce: 
the very ide3. of true patriotifm is Ion, and the term lla!. been proftitutcd to 
the very worft of purpores. A patriot, Sir! why patriots fpring up like 
mulhrooms? 1 could raife fifty of them within the four.:md-twenty hours. 
I have: raired many of them in one night. It is but rdufing to gratify an 
unreafonable or an infolent demand, and up ftarts J, patriot. I h.we never 
been afraid of making patriots i but I difib.in and lldpifc all their efforts. 
But this pretended virtue proceeus .from perrolla! malice, and from difap
pointed ambition. There is not a m3.n amongll them whqfe particular aim 
I am Dot able to afcertain. and from what motives they have entered into the 
lifts of oppoGtion. . 

U I !ball now confider the articles of accu(a~on which the), have brought 
againrt. me, and which they have not thought fit to reduce to fpecific 

.charges; and I nlail confider thefe in the fame order as that in wqich they 
were pJaced by the honourable member who made the motion. Fjrll, in 
regard to f('reign affairs, fecondly, to domellic ~airs, and, thirdly, to tlu: 
conduCt at' the war. 
. "AI to foreign affAirs, I mu~ take notice of the uncandid manner in 
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which the gentlemen on the other fide have maaaged the queffioa, by blend. 
ing numerous treaties and complicated negotiatioD! into one general mars. 

U To form a fair and candid Judgment of the fubJdt., it becomes necdfary 
flot to confider the treatlej merely il\[ulated; but to advert to the time in 
which they were made, to the circumfunccs and fituation of .&wope when 
they WCle made, to the peculiar fittse.ion in whICh [fund, and to the poW'Cr 
which I poffcfft.'·d. I am called repeatedly and inlidioufly prime and fole 
minifter. Admitting, however, for the fake of argument, that I am prime 
and fole minifter in this country; am 1, therefore, prime and fole minffter 
of all Europe? Am [ anfwerablc for the candua of other countries as well 
as for that of my own? Many WOlds are not \O\:l.ntlOg to (hew, that the parti
cular views of each court occafioned the dangers which affetled the public 
tranquiJlit t; yet the wholc is chargl.!d to my :lLLOunt. N or is this fufficient; 
whate ver w:\!> th" conduct of England. I am equ.lIly arra.igncd. Jf we main
tained oLlrlelves in peace, and took no illare in foreign tranfatl:ions, we 
arc reproJ.chtd for tamene fs and puftllanimity. If, on the contrary. we in
terfered in the difputes, we are called Don Quixotes, and dupe~ to all the 
world. If we contraCted guaranties. it was a1ked , why is the nation wan
tonly burthened? If guaranties were declined, we were reproached with 
having no allies." 

After making there preliminary obfervations, on the neccffity of confidcring 
the rdattve fituation of Europe, when thefe engagements were contracted, 
&nd proving that the treaties were righ t at the time they were made, though 
they.might not have had the defired elrca, he entered into a lumiuous 
recapitulation of the principal compatls, which had been a(herted to in 
the courle of the debate. They formed 3. connective feries, embracing paR: 
~ventS .• plefent advantages, and future contingcncies, of which the various 
part:. had fuch 3. neceffary dependance on each other, "that any feparation 
muft be fatal to the comprebenfion of .the whole. 

He took up the fubject from the peace of Utrecht, which, by fuffering a 
prince of the houfe of Bourbon to remain on the throne of Spain, had rna. 
terially altered the balance of power in Europe, had produced new intercfis, 
and involved this c,ountry in a teries of delicate and complica.ted negotia
tions. The quadruple alliance was the confequc:nce1of that treat)" i but as 
he was not then in adminiftration, he was not account:1blc: · eitber.for its arti
~es or dfetts, though he wu unfortunately mini!ler, and unwillingly a(~ 
cdfary to the execution of it. 

He Chould, thecefore, begin with tilt firft ad: of · tbat admiaiftn.tion 
'to which he had the honour to belong; • refuCoi to accept of the fole 

mediation 
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mediation offered by Spe.in. on the breach betwoen Spain and France, Chapter S6. 
occ.1.finnel1 by the difmiffion of the infanta. <l I hope it will not be raid," ~ 
he obCervcd. U we had any reafon to quarrel with France upon that 
account; and therefore, if our accepting of that mediation· might ha.vc 
produced a rupture with France, it was not our duty to interfere. un-
Iers we had fomething very benefiLial to expeCt from the acceptance. 
A reconciliation between the courts of Vienna and M~drid, it is true, was 
defirable to all Europe. a!) well as to us, provided it haJ been brought about 
withou t any ddign to dilturb our tranquillity, or the tmnquillity of Europe ; 
but both parties were then fo high in their de mand", that we could ho~ 
for no (uccc!s ; and if the negotiation had cnded without effct1:, we mig,ht 
Ilave cxpcCl:ed the common fate of arbitrators, the eli lobliging of belt h. 
Th~reforc. as it was our intereO: to kee-p well with hoth, I muil fiil! think 
it was the m oll: prudent plrt we could act, to refu fe the offcret1 mediation. 

" The next f1:cp of our foreign conduB: expofcd to rcprehcn (ion, is the 
t reaty of J-bnover. Si r, if ] were to give the true hiftory of th:\t trcaty, 
which no gentleman C:tll defir<.:, l fhou lJ, ] am flu c I could fully j ullify 
my own cnndutt; but a'> I do not delire to jufii fy my own, wi thout juf
tifying his hte majefty's c~ndua. r muO: able rvc, 't ha t his late majefiy had 
fuch information, as convinced not only hi m, but thore of his council? 
both at home :l.lld abroad, th at fome dangerous ddigns had been formed 
between the Emperor and Spain, at the time of thei r conclud ing the Treaty 
at Vienna, in M ay I 72S. Dcfigns, Sir, which we re dangerous not only to 
the liberties of this oation, but to the liberties of Europe. They were not 
only to wrdl G ibraltar and Port Mahon from this nation, and force the 
Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos married to the Em
peror's eldeft daughter. who would thereby Have had a probability of unit
ing in his perCon, or in the perfon of fame of his [ucce'{]ors. the crowns of 
France and Spain, wi th the ImperiaJ- dignity, and the Aufirian dominions. 
It W.lS therefore highly reafonab!e, both in France and us, It) tak.e the alarm 
;t [uch dcfigns, and to think betimes of preventing their being carried into 
u.ecution. But with rt>gard to us, it was more particularly our bufincfs to 
take the ahl.rm. becaufe we were to have been immedl1ltely attacked. I 
fllaU ·grant. Sir, it would have been very difficult, if not impoffible .. for Spain 
·and the Emperor joined .tOgether to h:l.Ve invaded, or rtl.:lcle themfelves ma(
tel'S of :my of the Britifh ' dominions ; but will it be faid, they might not 
have invaded the king's dominions in Germany, in order to force him to a 
compliance with what they defirtd of him, as king of Great Britain? And· 
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if thofe dominions had been invaded on account of a. quarrel with this n ... 
tion, nlould we not have been obliged, both in bonour and interei\t to defend 
them? Whf'n we were tints threatened, it was therefore abfolutely necelrary 
for us to make an aUiance with France j and that we might not troll too 
much to their affifb.nce, it was ukewife necdfary to foml. alliances with the 
northern powers, ;l11d with fome of the princes in Germany, which we never 
did, nor ever could do, without granting them immediate fubGdies. Thefe 
meafurcs were therefore, I fiill think, not only prudent but necem.ry, and 
by tlH~fc' meaJurcs we made it QilPch more dangerous for the Emperor and 
Spain to attack u\. than it would otherwife have been. 

" But fl ill, Sir, though by thefe alliances we put ourfelves upon an equal 
footing with our enemies. in cafe of an attack, yet, in on.ler to preferve the 
tranquillity of Europe. as well as our own, there was fometbing eIfe to he 
done. \Vc knew th:H war could not be begun and carried on without money ; 
we kol..w that the EUJpcrur had no moncy for that purpole. without receiving 
brgc remittances from Spain.; and we knew that Spain could make no 
ruch remittanc(.s without receiving large returns of trca{urc from the VV"dl 
Indies. The only way. therefore, to render thefe two powers incapable of 
dillurbing the tranquillity of Europe was, by fending a fquadran to the 
lVeft Indies, to flop the return of the Spanifh galleons; and this made it 
neccifary, at the fame time, to fend a fquadron to the Mediterranean. for 
the fecurity of our valuable poffeffioos in that part of the world. By thefe 
mcafures the Emperor raw the impoffibility of attacking us in any par~ of 
the world, becaufe Spain couln give him no affifiallce, either in money or 
troops; and the attack made by the Spaniards upon Gibralta.r was fo feeble. 
that we hail 00 occafion to call upon o~r allies for affiftanct!: a fmall fqua
clron of our own prevented their attacking it by fea, and from their attack 
by land, we had nothing to fear; they might have knocked their brains 
out againfi ina.cccffible rocks, to this vN] day, without bringing thlt fortrer.,; 
into any danger. 

u 1 do not pretend, Sjr, to be a great maficr of foreign affairs. In tbat poll 
in which I have the honour to feeve his majefty, it is not my bufinefs to in
terfere; and as one of his majefty's council, I have but 'One voice; but if 1. 
had been tIle fole advifer of the treaty of Hanover, and .of all the meafures 
which were taken in purfuancc of it, &om what {have raid, 1 hope it will 
appear, that 1 do not deferve to be ceofured, eitlb- as & weak or a wicked 
.minifter on that account," 

The next mc.rw., which incurred confure were the p...,ty of the 
progmatio 
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pt'I8tftatic fanaion by the fecond treaty of Vienna, and • .the rcrural of the Cbapltr s'. 
cabiAet to affift the houfe of Aufiria, in confol'mily with the Mticies of that 174" 
,guaranty. ~ 

(. As to the guaranty of the pragmatic (andion," he {aid, " I a.m really Cur-, 
priCed to find that mcafure objected to j it was fo tlniverfally appro\'ed of. 
both within doors and without, that till this very day I think no fault was 
ever fOWld with it, unlers it was that of being too Jong delayed. If it 
was fa necdfary for fupporting the balance of power in Europe, as has been 
iNifted on in this debate, tp preft:rvc intire ,the dominions of the hau(c of 
Aufi:ria, Curdy it Wl\S not our bufinefs to infift upon a partition of them in 
favour of any of the princes of the empire. But if we h:td. could we have 
expetl:ed that the houre of Auflria would have agreed to any ruch partit ion, 
even for the acquifition of our guaranty? The king of Pruffia. had,. it is. 
true, a claim upon fome lorcl111ips in Silelia; but that claim was abfdlutely 
denied by the court of Vienna, and was not at that time fo much infifted 
on by the late king of Pruffia. Nay, if he had lived till this tim.e, I believe 
it would not now have been infifted on; for he acced(..-d to that guaranty 
without any refervatlon of that claim; therefore, I muft look upon this as. 
an objeCtion. which has fince arifen from an accident, tliat could not then 
be farereen. or provided againft. . 

H J muO: therefore think, Sir, that our guaranty of tile pragmatic fanetion, 
or our manner of doing it, cannot now be objeCted to, nor .:my perfon cen
fured by parliament for advifing that meafure. In regard tn the refufal of 
the cabinet to affift the houfe of Auftria, though it was prudent and right 
;n us to enter into that guaranty, we were not, therefore. obliged to entel' 
into every broil the houfe of Auftria might afterwards lead themfdves into; 
and therefore, we were not in honour obliged to take any {hare in the waf 
which the Emperor brought upon himfdf in the year 1733, nor were we 
in intereft obliged to take a thare in that war, as long as neither fide attempted 
to pufh their conquefts farther than was confiftent with the batance of power 
in Europe, which 'was a cafe that did not happen. For the power of the' 
houfe of Auftria was not diminilhed by the event of that war, became they 
~t Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, in lieu of Naples and Sicily; nor was . 
the power of France much increafed, becaure Loraine was a province {he

had taken and kept poifeffion of, during every war in which the had been 
engog<d. 

Ie As to the difputes with Spain, they had not then reached fuch a height. 
as to make it nccetJ'ary for us to cOme to an open rupture. We bad rher 
JIIf&f(le ~ hope, that all ditferencC$ would be accommodated in aD amicable. 

manllcr ;, 
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.PeaiCld vn. manner; a.nd whllft we hn\"c a.ny fuch hopes. it can never be prudent (Of 

'731!{,IIH~' us to engage ourfelves in W;u'~ efpccially with Spain I where we have alway, 
"--v--' had a \'~ry beneficial commerce. Thefe hopes, ' tis true, Sir, at laft proved 

abortive, but 1 nel'er heard it was :\ crime to hope for the be!l:. This fort 
of hope was the e:lufe of the late conycntion) if Spain had performed her 
pnrr of rhat preliminary treaty, 1 am (ure it would not ha\Te been wrong in 
us, to have hoped for a friend~y acco(l1.modation, and for that end to 1lave 
waited nine or tell months longer, in which time the plenipotentiaries were, by 
the treaty, to ha\'c adjuft:ed all the differences (uhlining between the tWD 

nations. But the failure of Spain ill perfomling what had been agreed to 
by this preliminary, put an end to all our hope. and then, and not till then, 
it became pruden t to ent er into holtilities, which were commenced as foon 
3 S poffibJe after the cxpirdtioll of the term limited for the payment of the 
£.95.000 • 

" St rong. and virulent c~nfures b.we been call on mo:-, for having commenced 
the war without a lingle ally, and tIllS deficiency has been af<.:ribed to the 
multifarious treaeic<, in which I have bewildered ruyfdf. But although the 
authors of this imputation are well apprized that all there treaties have been 
fubmitted to and approved by parliament, yet the)' are now brought forward 
as crimes, without appealing to tl~ judgment of parliament, and without 
proving Of declaring that all or any <X them were advifed b)' me. A fup~ 
pofed fole miQifter is to be condemned and punilllcd as the author of all; 
and what Jldds to the enormity is. that an attempt was made to convict 
him ullc~rgcd and unheard, without taki,ng into confideration the moil 
aruuous cric... which t>ver occurred in the annals of Europe; Sweden cor
rupted by France .. Denmark tempted and wavering j the landgrave of Hclfe 
Ca6fel almofr gained; the kmg of Pruffia., the Emperqr, and the Czarina) with 
wbom alliances had been negotiating, d~ J the Aullrian dominions claimed 
by ppain and Bavaria; the ekClor of wony hefitating whether he lhould ac
cede to the general confederacy planned by France; the~urt of Vienna ir. 
tefolute and indecifive. In this critical junCluret if France enters in to en· 
g.gemcnts with Pruffia. and if the queen of Hungary hetitates and liftens 
to Fran(;e, are a1l or any of thefe events to be imputed to Eoglilh counfcls.l 
and if. to Englifb couofcl.sJ why are they to be attributed to one man ? 

On domell:ie U I now come, SirJ to the feoo.od headJ the conduCt 0[, domeftic attain; 
.Wain. ~ here a mof!:. heinous charge is made, that the nation has been bl,utbeaed 

with unnoce(fary eXpellees, for tbe role purpafe of 'prew:nting the dir~harge 
of our 4thts, and the .. bolltiOl1 of tuel. But. this ~ is JU9I'C (G the 
dilhOllOUI" of the whole c&binet council tbaa.to ...... If thm is any giouIId lOr 

4 ~ 
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tbi~ imputation, it is a charge upon king, lanIs, and commons, ~s corrupted. 
or Impofed upon. And they ba.ve no proof of thefe allegations, but affeCt 
to fubftantiate them by common fame and public notoriety. 

'" No expence h~ been incurred but w11at has been appro'feU of, and pro
,-ided for by parliament. TJle! public trea(ure has been duly applied to the 
,*S to which it was approprio.ted by parliament, and regular accoonts have 
\e.:n annually laid before parliament, of every artide of expencc. If by 
foreign accidents, by the difI1utes of foreign futes amongft themfc:lves, or 
by [heir defigns againft us, the nation h:ls often been put to all extraordinary 
expence, that expence cannot be raid to have been unncccffary. becaufe, if 
by raving it we h~ expofed the balance of power to dangtr, or ourfdvcs 
to an altack, it would have call, perhaps. a hundred times that [urn, before 
we could recover from that danger, or repel that nttack. 

«In aU rueh cares tbere will be a
l 

variety of opinions. I happened to 
be one of thofe who thought aU thefe expences neceffary, and I had the 
good fortune to have the majorit}' of both hou(es of parliament on my fide; 
but this, it (eems, proceeded from bribery and corruption. Sir, if :lny one 
infian rc had been mentioned, if it had been thewn, that 1 ever offered a rep 
ward to any member of either hou[e, or ever threatened to· deprive nny 
member of his officc or employment, in order to influence his \'ote in parw 
li.amcnt, there might have been [orne ground for this charge; but when it 
is (0 generally laill, I do not know wha.t J enD fay to it, unlef~ it be to deny 
jt as generally and as pofitively as it has been afferted; and, thank God! 
till fome proof be offered, I have the law$. of the land, as weU as the laws of 
charity in my favour .. 

" Some members of both hou[es have, it is true, been removed from their 
employments under the crown; but were they ever told , either by me, or 
by any other of his majefi:y's lCrvants, that i.&. was for oppofing the mea.fures 
of the adminifuation in parliament? They "'tere remo,,·ed, becau[e hi,S map 
jelty did not think fit to continue rtu:"m longer in his fervice. Hii majdty 
lad a right fo to do, and I k.now no one that has a right to a'ik him, What doft 
thou? If his majefty bad a mind that the favours of the crown thould cit: 
culate, would not thi! of itfelf be a good reafon for removing any of his fer-
vanU? WouJd not this ~aron be approved of by the whole nation, except 
thefe who happen to be the prefent potfefiors ~ I cannot, therefore. fee how 
this can be imput~ as a crime, or how any of [he- king' mt.nifters can be 
blamed fdr JUs doin~ what the public has no concern ill; for if the public 
be well ancHaitbfuJty fervcd, it has no bufinefs to at by whom, ' 

.. Ju to the particular dluge urged againft me, 1 mean that of the army 
. hL. I, f ~ .debont., .. , 

Ch3pter So), 
I,.p .' 
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debenture!, I am furprifed, Sir, to hear any thing rcLuing to this affair 
charged upon me. Whatever blame may attach to this affair, it mllil be 
placed to the account of thoro that were in power, when 1 was, as they caU 
it, the country ' gentleman : It was by them this affair was introduced, and 
conducted, and I came in only to payoff thoCe public fccurities, which their 
manJ.gcmcnt had reduced to a great diCeaunt. and oon(equcntly to redeem our 
public credit from that reproach, which they had brouglit upon it. The dif· 
CQunt at which tbefe army debentures were negotiated, was a ftrong and pre
valent rear on with patliament, to apply the finking, fund firft to the payment 
of thofe debentures, but the finking fund could not be applied to that pur
pofe, till it began'to produce fomething confidera.ble, which was not till the 
yea/1727' That the finking fund was then to receive a great addition, W..IS 

a faCt publicly known in J 726; and if fome people were (ufficiently C]llick
fighted to forefec. that ·thc parhament would probably make thi s ufe of ir , 
and cunning enough to make the mofl: of their own fUJ'cfig,hr, could J help 
iI, or could they be blaml'd for doing fa ? But I defy my mQIl invetcJ'.lt C' 
enemy to prove, that I had any hand 10 bringing thde deben tures to a d lf
count, or tbat I had any (hare in the profits by buying them up, 

U In reply to thofe who confidently strert that the national debt j$ not 
<lecreafcd fince t 7'1.7. and that the finking fund 11:\5 not been applied to 
th<: difchargc of the public burt hens, I can with truth declarc, that a part 
of the debt has been paid off, and the landl-d intereft has been very much 
cafed , with rdpeCt to that moft unequal and grievous burt hen, the land tax. 
I fay fo, Sir, becaufe upon examination it will appeal', th3,t within toefe 
fixteen or fcveoteen ye3.r~ J no leis than £.8,000,000 of our debt has been 
aCtuaUy difcha~d. by the due application of the fioking fund, and nt lea/1. 
{ , 7,000 ,0('10 has been taken from that fund, and applied to the tafe of the 
land tax .. J.'or if it had not been applied to the current fcr\-icc. we muft have 
furpli~ed that fervice by increafing the land t:u:.: i and as the linking fund was 
onginally dcfigned for paying off our d"ebts, and eafing U$ of our taxes, the 
application of it';n cafe of the land tax. was certainly as proper lind as necef
fary an uk as could be made, And I little thought that giving relief to 
landed gentlemen, would have been brought ~nft me as a crime, 

" I (hail now advert to the third topic of accufation, the condut't of the 
war'. ) have already flared' in what manDer~ and under what circumfi;ances 
bollilities Qommeaced,and as lam neither ~nera1 nor admiral,Mlhave nothing 
to do either with OUT navy or anny, [lUll fure I am aot anfwerable -for the 
profecution of it. Dot were J to anfwer far every thb!g. no &ult coWrl, I 
think,· ~·tound with my condu& in the pro!Ccution of the war: It has 
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from the beginning been carried on with as qJuch vigour, and as great care 
of our tracie, as W!.lS confiftent with our fafety at hom(.., and ",ith the ,if'" 
cumftanccs we were in at tbe beginning of tbe war. If our att1cks upon 
the enemy were too long delayed, or jf they have not been fa vigorous or fa 
frequent as ~ ought to have been. thofe ,only are to blame who have for 
many yean been IJaranguing againfi: Clanding armies ; for wi thout a [ufficient 
number of regular troops in proportion to the numbers kept up by our neigh~ 
bours, r am furc, we C:lll neither defend ourfeh'c:s. nor offend our enemies, 
On the fuppofcd mifcarriagcs of the war, fa unfolirl y Rated, and fa uh;iuftly 
imputed to me, J CQuld, with great cafe, frame an incontroverttble dt.Jcnce • 
but as 1 ha\"e trcrp:llli.::d [0 long on the time of the haufe, 1 fil:ul not weaken 
the effec.t of that forcible exculpation fo gcncroufly and difinterd1:ly au
vanceJ by the right llOnaurabJe gentleman who [0 meritorioufly prdides at 
t be admiralty. . 

U Jf my whole adminifiration is to be fcrutinifcd and arraigntd, why a.ro 
the mofl: favourable ll.'lrts to be omitted ~ If faas are to be accumulated on 
ont: fide, why not on the other? And why may not I be permitted to fpeak in. 
my tlwn!a"/;our ? 'Vas j not called by the voice of the king and Ule nJ.tion 
to remedy the fatal effeCTS of the South Sea projea, and to fuppott de" 
dining credit? 'Vas 1 not placed at the head of the trca[ury, when the re
vcnUL'S werc in the greatdl confufion? Is credit revived, and docs it now 
fiouri!h? Is it not at an incredible height, and if fa. to whom Inu{\. that cir
cumfiance be attributed? Has not tranquillity been preferved both at home 
and ahroad. notwithfianding a moft unreafonable and violent oppolition? 
Has the true interell. of the na.tion been purfued, or has trade flouriOloo? 
Hawe gentlemen produced one inftance of this exorbitant power, of the in~ 
fiuence ~hjch I extend to aU parts of the nation, of the tyranny with which 
I opprefs thofe who oppofe, and the liberality with wh.ich 1 re .. "nrd thofe 
who fupport me? But having firft intefted me with a kipd of mock dignity, 
and ftyled me a prime minifter, they impute to me an"u·np.lrclonable abofe 
of that chimerical authority which tbey only have created and conferred. If 
they are really perfuaded that the army is annuaJly eftablilhed by me, that 1 
have the Cole difpofal of polls and honours, that] employ this power in the 
dcftruCkion of liberty, and t.he diminution of commerce. let me awaken them 
from their dclu60tl. Let me ~pofc to their view the ruJ condition of the 
public weal i let me thew them that the crown bas made no encroachments, 
that aU fupplies have beca granted by parliament, that a.ll queftions have 
beeA dcbuc<l with ,the fame frcedoIll as before the fatal period, irfwhich my 
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courUcls are (aid to have gained the af'cendancy': An af'ceooancy from whicf, 
theJ deduce the lars of trade, the approach of flavery, the preponderance of 
prerogative, and the extenfion of influence. But I am far from believing 
that they feci thore apprthenfions which they [0 earneftly labour to c.ommu· 
nicate to others, and I have t()(i high an opinion of their fi!acity not to 
conclude that, even in their own judgment, they are complaining of griev
ances that they do not fuffer, and promoting rather their private intereft than 
tbat of the public. 

U What is this unbounded Cole power which is imputed to me? How hai 
it difcovered itle:lf, or how has it been proved ? 

" ' What have been the effeCts of the corruption, ambition, .and -avarice, 
with which I am fa abundantly charged ? 

U Have I ever beel\ fufpc8:ed of being corrupted? A ftrange phzno. 
mcnon. a COTTTlpter himfelf not cornlpt Is ambition impuled In me? Wby 
then do J ftill continue a .commoner? I. who refufed a white Raff and a 
(lC'erage. I had, imlccd, like to have forgotten the little ornament about my 
ihoulders, whkh gentlemt'n ha"e fo repeatedly mentioned in terms of far· 
c~ftic obloquy. But furely, though this may be regarded with envy or in. 
c1ignation in another place, it caRnot be fuppored to taire any relent meAt in 
this haufe, where many may be pleafed !o fee tbofe honours which their 
ancefiors have worn, rdtored..again to the commons . 

.... Have 1 given any fymptoms of an avaricious difpoGtion? Have I ob
tained any ~rants from the crown fince I have ,,"n placed a.t the head of the 
treafury? Has my conduCt been different from that which others io tho 
rame Ration would have followed? Have] ad.ed wrcngl. giving the place 
of auditor to my fan, and in providing for my own family? ] truft tJ.lat their 
advancement wKI not be imputed to me as a crime, unlefs it fball be proved 
th,t I placed them il! offices tJf trufr and refponflbility for which they Were 
unfit. 

U But while~' un"equivocally deny that I am Cole and prime minifter, and 
that to my influence and direCtion all the mea.fures of govemment muft be at· 
tributcd~ yft l"will not Olrink from the refponfibility which attaches to the 
pot\: J haTe the honour to RoJd j and fhould, during the long period in which 
I have fat upon this bench, aey. oDC ftep t:.aUn by govemrne.ot be proved 
10 be either dirgrueful or difad ..... agoouo Ie the Dation,.l am ready tb bold 
myfelf accountable. 

.. To c;oncJude, Sir, though I lhall alway, be proud of the honaur of any 
tnill or cooiidenoe from. hi. l1lajelly, yet I 1halI a1.,.ys be ....ty to '''Il10 .. 

. from 



SIR ROBERT WALPOL~ 

ii-om bis councils and prefeoce, when he thinks fit; and therefore I !hould 
think myfelfvery litlle concerned in the event of the prtfent· queJlion, if it l141. 

were not for the encroachment that will thereby be made upon the prcroga-' \,'--~-~;,.;..~-~ .... 
tives of the crown. nut I muA: think, that an addrefs to bis majefiy to IC-

Chapttf .sIS. 

Hlove one of his fervants, without fo much as allcdging any particular crime 
againft him, is one of the greateJl encroachments that was ever made upon 
the prerogatives of the crown; and therefore. for tue fake of my mdlcr, 
without any regard (or my own, 'hope aU thore th:!.t bay/.' a due rcgard for 
our conftitution, and for the rights and prerogativcs of the crown, without 
which our conftitution canoot be prcfcrvcd, will be againfl:: this mOlion." 

This fpeech made a. deep imprcl'non on.. the houfc.:. It was delivered in 
a matt- animated and fafcin:lting manner, and with more dignity thau h1! 
ufuaUy aff'urned. The moticn was negatived by 2.90 lI.gainJl 106 - ;. a great 
and "Unufual majority. which proceeded from the Ichiun between the Tories 
ami the Whigs, and rhe feccffion of Shippen :md his friends. 

The fame motion was made by lord Carteret the fame day in the haufe 
of lords, and fupporte:d with more pertinncity and vigour than in the com. 
mons. TI 'c fchifm between thc Tories anti 'Vhig> had not cxtend{'J. to thnt 
houfe. and the lords in Oppofilion a[tcu uuiformly :lnd contiftently in one 

compaa: phalanx:. 
The principal fpcakers againft the mjn~flct: were, the uukes of Bedford 

and Argyle, the: earls of Sandwich. \VeJl:mordand, Berldhire, Carline. Abing
don, and Halifax,. and the lords Ha ... crfham and Bathurfl; the oppofcrs of 
the motion were, the lord chancellor, the dl1kes of N..:wcaftle :lnd Devon-
.olire, the bilhop of Salifbury (Shcrlrn.:k) the earl of Uay, anu lord. HcrveYr 

The motion was negatived by 108 againfl: 597 but a warm proteft was 
ligned by 31 peers. The prince of Wales was prctent, but did not vote ;.and 
it was remarked that fe •• eral peers who had V1aces under government, parti-
cularly the earl of Wihnington, did ~ot divide with either party t. 

Immediately after the motion was thus i1ifpofed of, the duke of Marlbc .. 
rousb rafe, and InPved to r..::folve. U that any attempt to inBia: any ltiod of 
punifhment on any penon, without allowing him an opportunity to make 
his defence, or without proof of any crime or mifdemeanour committed by 
lim •. is contrary .to naturnl juftice, the fwu:iamcntal Jaws of this realm,. aari 
1.he &otlent cftablifhed ufage of padiame.nts j and it is "': high infringement on. 
the liberties of the fub.i.tl:." 

• Jounu1a. t LmlJ' Dtbatu. Tindal. 
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The truth of tbe propolition contained in this motion, wal adluitted l.Iy 
the wanneLt friends of the Jaft motion; but, contiary to all principb of fea .. 
foning, thl"y infifted upon the treaties that lay before them, as being full evi
dences dgainft the minifierJ but without offering one circum Rance of evi .. 
denee to prove thlt thofe treaties had been foldy conducted by him, or that 
they were detrimental in themfelves tit the honour and jn~refi. of the nation. 
They made, however, a faint endeavour to let afide the motion upon the pre .. 
VIOUS queftion, but it was carried, though thong protefts were entered upon 
both queftions •. 

10 this whole· tranfadion, the greateft furprife was excited by the condud 
of Shippen. 

His fcceffion expofed him to much obloquy from the party whom he de
fet teo. Some inferred, that 'his abfence was purchafcd hy a bribe+! s.nd did not 
fcruplc to afiert. that he received an annual penfion from government; others 
han: been fa unjuft as to alfert that this rumaur was induftriau fly raifed by 
Walpole, to decry his intcgrity, and diminiOl his influence:. 1t might 
be {ufficil"nt to refute this uojuft reflection, by obferving, that his wifc's 
fortune placed him far above all temptation, and that he had exhi
bited a {hong proof of diGnterdtednefs at a very trying period. When 
Shippen was committed to the Tower. for declaring that the only infelic ity 
in hi s l11ajcfl:y's reign was, that he was unacquainted with our la.nguage and 
conftitution, and thlt the fpeech from the throne was rather calculated for 
the meridian of Germany, than of Grc:at Britain; the prince of Wales, then 
diff'atisfied with his father, fent general Churchill, his groom of the bed .. 
chamber, to him, with the offer of a preCr:nt of /... J,OOQ; which Shippen 
ilec1ined §. That he was bODeft ahd infiexible, is undoubted! Even 
Walpole himfdf hlS attdled this truth, by repeated ly declaring, not only 
while he was at the head~ of affairs, but after his re6gnation, not only during 
the life of Shippen, but after his death; that he would not fay who was cor .. 
rupted. but he would fa}' who 'was ntW: corruptible, that man was Shippen II. 

The real caufe of his {'ecemon, I am enabled to afcertain, from the account 
.of a. per(on nearly related to him : Sir Robert Walpole having difcovered 
a correfpondence, which one of Shippen's friends ClUTied 011 with the Pre .. 
tender, Shippen c.illed on t~ minijl:er, and defired him.to Ca.ve his friend. 

• Tlndll. 'Vol. 10, po' 429. 
t OpinioDs of [ne Jucbefs of l'darlbomugh. 
; slleridaa's l..ife of Swih, p. ua. 

; Etougb. fretn Ik. Middleton, to witoal it 
was communicatN by Shippen, 

~ FroullOld Orf«il. 

Sir 
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Sir Robert willingly complied: and then raid, NIr. Shipp!.'D, I C:lonot ddire 
you to vote with the adminill:ration. for witb your rrinciples. I h:wc no righ t 
to expect it. But r only require, whenever any qllcfiion is brought forward in 
the houfe pcrfonaUy affecting me, that you will recollect the tavour I have 
now granted you. It is likcwife to be obfc rvcd, that this W.;J.S only a tCIll

por;!.ry truce, for he loon rc(ulllcd his a~cu!l:oll1cd Oppofilion, anu gave his 
nffifi.ance to thofe ftrenuous ll1ca[ures, whi<.h drove the ruindler from the 
helm. . 

If uniformity of priucipl('s, ami confillency of condutl:, be :\dmittetl as a 
merit, William Shippen certainly uefcrvcs that culogium a" much or more 
than :\oy other member of the houfe of camnlons. Yet in confitiering the 
pcrrons who formed the minority, we ought to be un our guard, lcfl:. we mir
take the heat of party for true p:ltriotilIn; and we fi)Ould alio be war)' in (ruft
ing to cxprcffioM which are bc:come a/moil cant word~, and have been h:mdcd 
from one wriler to another, until they have he<'n adopted as unqucflionable 
truths. Thus he is called by various writers, .. Ih( J::.'Jlglijh C(1(O," " il!Jlt'xi6Ie 
pnlriq/;" anu Pope has {aid of him, 

1 love to pour out all myfclf, as plain 
A!> nqnd/ Shipp!ll, or downright Montagne. 

But though we may allow him to he honeO: and incorruptible. yet the ap
pellation of true patriot, can by no Olean'> he juftly COnfl:lr,;d on him; unlers we 
ihould ftyle that man a p:ltriot, who wa'> notorioufly difaffccred to the pro· 
tefi.o.nt fucceffion, and publicly known to be in the intercfts of the Pretender; 
who did not affect even to conceal bis fcntiments, who in the heterogencqU\> 
meeting-; of the oppofition. frequently di!guftcd the old \Vhigs with ued:u.l
tions on the neceffity of relloring the Sluans -; and who in company with 
his intimate friends, was often heard t,o declare, that he waited for orders from 
Rome, before he would give his vote in the houfc of commons, 

The family of Shippen was fettle~ in Chdhire. His father, who \Va! 
rettor of Stockport, had four fans; one of whom was prefidenl of Brafen Nofe 
college. Oxford. a. mao of diRinguifhed abilities. and of the fame principles 
with his brother; aDd one daughter. who married Mr. Lcyburne, a gentle. 
snan' of refpettable family in Yorklhire . 

. WiUiaID Shippen was born about the year 1672, and received his educa· 
tion at Stockport fchaoJ, which was conduCted with great credit by a mafier 
whofe name was Dale. He firf\; came into.parliament in J 707, for Brambcr 

* From the bilhop of S:ali!bury. . 
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Period VII. in Sufi"cx, in the place of John Afgill, who was expelled for b1eJphemYJ by 
. "'J1toI1,P' the intereft of lord Plymouth, whore [on Dixy Windfor t was his hrother-in
.. .. -' law. He agd.in rcpre(f'nted that borollgh ill 1710. In 1713, when he was 

chofcn for SaitaCh in CornwaU. probably by government intercft, but wil\'ed his 
feat in 1714, on being ddl:ed for Newton in Lancafhire, through the intereft 
of Mr. Legh of Lime Park, in Chclhire, whore aunt, lad)' Clarke, was married to 
hi<; brother Dr. Shippen, whi<;.h place he continued to ~rcfent unt il his death. 
H io; paternal dlatc was vcry (mall , not exceeding C. 400 a year, but he ob
uiut:d a fortune of not lefs than 70,000 hy hi s wife. who was daughter and 
co':hcirels of SiT Richard Stote, knight. of the county of Northumberland, 
by whom he left no children. His way of living was in all reJpects fimple 
and I2conomical. Before his marriage he never exceeded his income, and 
even aftenv3rds his expenees were not proportionable to the largenefs of his 
efiatc. 

For:l fhort p!"riotl hr had apartments in H olland-haufe, from whence he 
dat~s rCl"eral of hi s letters to bill\op Atterbury, with whom he maint:lined a 
conllant corrcfpondem.:e, during hi'> exile·, And \Villi:lOl M orrice mentions 
him in one of hi~ letters as a perfon who continued fixed to his prjnciple~, 
or as he expretlcs himfelf, OJ lI.Dllrjl IlJ roer. He feems to have h3d no country 
rdidcnce, except a hired houfe on Richmond.hill, but made cxeurfions in 
t'ummcr to his wife's relations in Northumberland. His u(ua,l place of abode 
\Va! London, in t~ laHer period of his life, in Norfolk Stroet, 3nd his houf'e 
was the render;.yous for perfons of rank, learning, and abilities; l1is m:lnner 
was pleafing and dignified, and his convcrfation was f(plete with vivacitj"and 
wit. . 

Shippen and Sir Robert \V':llpolc had alwa.y, a. .perfonal regard for each 
other. He was frequently heard to fty. R obin ~nd 1 are two honeft men. 
He is for king George, and I for king James, but thofc men with long cravats 
(meaning Sandys, Sir John Rufilout, pybbonJ and othels) only defirc' pJaccs, 
either under ki,ng George or king James. 

By the acco~nt5 of tbafe + who had beard him in the houre of cOrp.mons" 
-his manner was highly energetic and fpiritod as to fentiment and txprefiion ; 
-but h~ generally {poke in & lsw tone of' voice, with too great rapidity. and 
held his glove before his mouth. His fpeeches ufually contained fome pointed 
lleiiod. which peculiarly applied to the fubje8: in, debate, and which be uy. 
fered with great animation • 

• 
t From-the late tart Gfp,W/;d, 

Shippen 
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Shippen publilhed feveral pamphlets, tbe tjlies of which I cannot a.f. 
certain: be may be [uppofed to have obtained (orne reputation ·as a l,oet. 
by the mention which Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, makes of him in bis 
poem, U The Election of a Poet Laureat :tt 

To Shippen) Apollo was cold with refpetl. 
But [aid in a greater affembly he lhin'd: 
As places were thi~ he had ever dcclin'd. 

Shippen wrote two political poems. FaCtion Difpb.yed, and Moderation 
Di(pJayed. In the firn he draws the charatlers of the great 'Vhig lord~. 
under the names of the principal Romans who were engaged in Catalinc's 
confpiracy. This [iltice is revere and cauftic, but the hnc, are, in general, 
rough and inharmonious. The concluding patfage, which refers to the death 
of the duke of Gloucdter. is not without menf : 

So by tIle courfe of the revolving f}lheres, 
Whene'er a new difcover'd ftar appears; 
A ftronomers. with pleafurc and amaZe, 
UftOn the infant luminary !}lu. 
They find their heavens .cnlarg'd, and wait from thence 
Some bleO:, fame more than common influence i 
But luddenly, alas! the fleeting light .. 
Retiring, leaves their hopes jnvolv'd in endlefs night. 

HIS wife was extremely penurious, and from a peculiarit:i of temper. un~ 
willing to mix in fOCietY4 She was much courted by queen caroline. but hav
ing imbibed from her huiliand a great independency of principle. oftenta.
tioufly deCked to decline all intercoune with the coqrt. 

The fortune which he received with his wife. and the mon~y which he had 
tt:we<J, ame to her pn his death; in.confequence of a compatt. that the fur
vivo! Ihould inherit the whole. As neither he nor any of his brothers left: 
any fons~ his paternal caate pa1fed to his nephew Dr. Leybarn.e. princip~ fIf 
Albion-hall, Oxford, and Mr, Leybome, a merchant of the faCt:ory at LifbGD. 
Sbippen's'widow lived to a great age: her infirmities being fuch as to pf'n'ent 
her making a wUl. ber.ample ~rtune therefore devolved on her Ct!\cr Mrs. 
Di~ie WiDdfor·. 
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CHAPTE.R THE FIFTY·SEVENTH: 

Pro(t~dNtgs OJ PilI !iomtnl on the Aujlrian Subjidy.-Groll/ of tfhru !tlllltired 
11~'1"nd Pounds /0 tht Queen of Hungory.-He, Injlexibi/i'Y--fJnd dtjojJrous 
Sil,/alton. 

T HE uuly parliamentary m~El(urc in tbis feffion which deferves farther 
notice, was the grant of a fubfidy to the queen of Hun~ry. which 

finally in .... olved England in a war with France. It was undoubtedly neither 
canfonant to the wifhes or [entiments of the minHler, who had eameftly ex
erted bimfelf to bring about an accommodation bctw:en Pruffia and Auftria,. 
to promote a mea[ure calculated to encourage the obfhnacyof Ma.ria Therefa 
at a moment when {he (etmed wavering and irrefolute. But the voice of 
the nation loudly echoed the unCe:1fing cry of oppofition in fa.vour of Maria 
Tberefa. The king was alarmed for his Gesman dominions, the majority 
of tbe'cabinet incliaed to vigorous mcafures. and it was imagined .t a de
cided rerolution.,f parliament to fupport the howe of Auftria, would inti
mida~e the king of Pruffia, and induce him to lower his terms of accon1.mO~ 
dation. .. 

In confequence of thefe prevailingfentiments, the king opened the fubjeCl: 
in a fpcech &om the throae. He faid, . . . 

n At the opening of this feffion, I took notice to you of the death of the 
It.t·e Emperor, and of my refolution to adiJere to the engagement!! Lam un
dtr~ in order to the m&intaining dl the bAlance of power, and the libe.rtieJ 
ot Europe, on that important occ:ar.:m. ~ a«ura~ I f'CI~ved from you, 
in return to this ~ommunication, w.erc ~y a&r«ab1e to that zeal and 
vigour which .bia parliament b .. Olwaj'S ;;.;,wed in .1Ie fupport of the !wnow: 
and -intcreft: of my crown IOd kingdOlDl, and of the corrunori caufe. 

' " The war which bat r""" broIoe!out;,·and ..... taiDd! on in port dll+!e 
AlIltrian dpmiiu~ IIld the ~ lind _ entenJl .. c4i!", "'hid. . ... ~-
lidy mille: OIl the bU "'001II<', {IOCCOIiloe. arc ...... .....15. th&t ... ,ie 

~ ~ 
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the utmofl: eare and attention, as they may involve all Europe ill a bloody war, 
&00;" «(mfi9ltf1Jte, expOJe Ihe dominions 0/ filth pnilCtJ liS flall /a1:1' part mfilpjtert of 
rhe pragmalir fallElioli If) i",minent and tmmedhlte danger. The queen of Hungary 
lw already made a. requifitionof the twelve thoufand men, exprefslr ftipulated 
by treaty j a.nd thereupon I have <.1emanded of the king of Denmark, and of 
the king of Sweden, as Landgrave of Helre Caffcl. their rcfpetlive bodies of 
troops, coofifling of fix thoufand men each, to be in readincfs to march forth~ 
with to the affiftancc of her Hungarian majefty. I am :lIfo concerting ruch 
further mca(ures as may obviate and difappoint the dangerous defignsand a~ 
tempts, th:n may be forming. or c.1rried all, In favour of any unjufl:. preten. 
lions, to the IJTejudice of the houfeof Aufl:ria, In this complica.ted and un
c~rtain flate of thing', ma.ny incidents may arife, during the time when, by 
reafon of the approachin~ concJufion of this puliament, it may be impoffible 
for me to have your advice and affiftance. which may ma\:e it necetrary for 
me to enter into !lill larger expences for m.untaining the pragmatic Canc
tion, In a conjunCture Co critical, I have thought it propet to lay thefe 

. important confidtrntions before you, and to defire the concurrence of my 
parliament, in enabling me to <:ontributt: in the matt efft'tluru. manner to the 
Cupport of the queen of Hungary, the prevenling by all reafonable means 
the fubveriion of the haufe of Auflia, and to the maintaining the liberties 
Ilnd balance of power in Europe· ... 

When the commons returned, Clutterbuck + recapitulated the occalioD 
which had induced the king to make this application. He expatiated on 
the ambitioua defigns of France, expoled the llangt'f of Europe from the de

'ftrueHon of the hO\lfe of Aufl:ri;I., the injuflice of Pruffia in the invalion of 
Sile6a, and th~ wndom and propriety of aficrting the pragmatic fanfi:ion, 
and fulfilling their engagements with the houft of- Auftri:1, As by this 
condu8:. he obferved. the k.ing would expofe his ded:or.1l domininns, and 
as the danger would be increaAilS. n~t by any difputes with the neighbouring 
princes, but by bis fiftunefs ia kff'erting the general rights of Europe, and as 
the contequences of tSis conduct would be chiefit beneficial to GI'e/l.t .Bri, 
tein. the houre ought to tupport him ill ~e profecution of this ddign: -He 
concluded, u 1 hope every gentleman in thi, haufe, will agree with me, that 
we ougb~ to d'~&.ve O'M approbation of thefe meafures, in ruch tt'(nl! as may 
ilteW die W'orld, that 1:ltOfe who (hall dare to obrtrud:. them. mutt Tefolve to 
inc.~tho-1lt~f1:X tkis nation. and ex{JlJfe themCelves to all the o~-

Joumlh. CbancUw. t A lord of the: t~rut)" 

ution 

Cll.1pttl S11 
'7+1• 1.. .to _. G 

Dtbale on 
II\( lion fat' 
addtef" 



676 MEMO IRS OF 

Pcripd'VTT. Jition that the parliament of Great Britain can fend forth againft them. We 
1717lOl;42. ougtat (0 pronounce tll:'l.[ the territories of Hanover will be confidered on 
" • " this occaGon as tht" dominions of England, and that any attack on one 9r the 

otheT will bl! C(IU:1l1y refented. J therefore move, that an humble addre(s be 
prefcntcd, " to eXpJcfs our dutiful fen'fe of his ma;efty's regard fdt'fhe rights of 
the queen of Hung,lry, :lnd for maintaining the pragmatic ra"aion i to de· 
dare our Conc.urrenu. In the prudent meafulcs, will<..h his majefty is purfuing 
for the prc(",noation of the liberties and ba]ance of power in Europe; to ac
knowledge hi~ maJeA.y's wlfdom and refolution, ill not luWenng himfelf to 
be diverted flom fteaally perfevl!ring III Ius jun purpores of fulfilling his cn-
gageniento; with the houCe of Auftna .... . 

Fox fupported the add refs, and obferved, U If the propaCed oppofition \0 
the king of Pruffia fhould incite him, or nny other power, to an invafion of 
his maJefty's foreign dominions, we cannot refufe them our protctrionand affifl
ante j foras they fuffer for the caufe which we engaged to fupport, and Cuffer 
only by our meafuTts, we arc, at leaft 'as allies, obliged by the Jaws of eqUity, 
and the general compaCts of mankind, to arm in their defence; and wh:ll 
m:1y be claimed by the common nght of ~ies. we fhall finely not deny 
them, only beeau(c they own the fame monarch with ourfdves." 

As for fame time the OppoJitLon had been clamorous in arraigning the 
minifi:er for not fupporting the queen of Hungary, they could not confiftentJy 
refill: the motion. But fortunately, the expreffion in the fpeech alluding to 
Hanover, and the fpecific declaration of the member who moved tl1e addref~ 
that the king's German dominions were the objeCt of defence, gave them an 
opportunity of defcanting on the popular topic of Hanoverian intereft, with. 
out appearing to decry the propriety of fupporting the pragmatic fanCtio~ 
or arraigning the princJples on which the motion was founded. . 

Pulteney readily allowed the 'ambitious deflgns of France, and the necef· 
Jity- of count:ra.a:ing them. He then ,obfcrved, that the only hopes of ef~ 
feaing tbat bene~cial·purpor. refted on the houre of Auftria. FOI'.tbis rea*' tlu: uniform exerlions of this count!}' had been employed in aggtaodifing 
that pOW<)', as. counterpoil< to ~e'in=t"ng weight of tIu: howe of Bour
bon. But tbis wife plan was wholly overturned, and the f&bri<: which this 
country bad fo long and to affiduou1ly laboured to erea.,' ..... t once de
ftroyed, by tbe t=ty of Hanover. and trom that time, ~il: to the Pre
~ moment. rJmoft olI our exertio", had been uniformly cIire%d . til' tlu: 

G_', "'F'" for " .... 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 

r~lne mifcbievous purpofc. U By' ""hat impulfe." he added, II or by what 
j~rattlation. thele a{fefters oflihc:rty, thefe enemies of France, there gu:lJ'
(ham of the balance of power, were on the. fudden prevailed an If) declare 
in favour of the ppwer whom they had to long thought it their chief intercft 
and 111ghdt honour to oppofe, mull: be ditcovercd by f.\~i[y [uperial' to 
mine. But after [lien pt;rplcxity of CQu"cils, and fuco flu{tuation of con- ' 
cluCl, if our concurrence is neceif.1.ry to increafe his majeft}"s influence on 
th~ 6Jntincnt , to animate the friends of the hOllee of Au1l.ria, or to remer::! 
the diftur~ of the pubtic tmn'luilliIY, I Ih a\1 will ipgly unite with the ~lO{t 
7.C.I!OUS :l.dvocare~ for the auminiClration in any vote of approbation or affift
rtllC<", not contrary to the aCl of fcttleOlent, that importa.nt and w.:ll con
CLT/cd aa, by which the prefcn t famIly WlU advanced to the throne, and by 
\\ hi ch it was providcu that England filall never be involved \0 a war fur 
file cll.lu.(gcmeot or proteCtion of the dominions of !-hnover, dominions from 
which we never expeCted nor received any benefit, and for which tbcrefore 
nothing ought to be either fuffered or hazardeu. 

U If it Jhou1d again be necefi"ary to form a confederacy, aud to unite fl !e 
puwers of Europe ag:linff the boufe of Bourbon, that ambitious and rdllds 
f.uuily, by which the repofe of tbe world is almoft ever)' day interrupted. 
which i ~ .nccDantly IJ.bouring againfl: the happinefs of human nature, and 
reeking eVLlY hour an opportunity of new encro.lchnu: nts, 1 declare that 1 
fllal illot only, with the greatefl: chec:rfulnef~, bear my ih.:ue of the public 
expcnce, but endeavour to reconcil~ others to their I,art of the calamities 
of war. This I have advanced, in confidence that fufficient C.1rc Ih.1l1 hi: 
taken, that in any new alliance, we {ball be parties, not princ~a1~, that the 
expence ,\f war, as the advantage of victory, {ball be common; and tha!: 
thofe who unite with us lball be our allies, not our mercenaries." 

The reply Q{ the minifter was fpecific and manly: "We iU'C obliged, by 
this treaty. to fupply, the houfe of Avf\:ria with twelve thoulW1e men, and 
the Dutch, wQo were engageu in it. by our example. have promifed. a fupply 
of Ijve tboufand. This force. joined to thofe armies whicli the la.rge do~ 
minions of that family enable t.hem to ,raife, were concei\'ed fufficient to 
repel any enemy by whom their rights !liouJd be i",lVaded. But becaufc 

. in a€airs of fuch importance nothing is to ,be left "-to hazard, becau~ 
the ~timj of"the .cquipoife of power, on which the li\>ertie. of al
mo1\: all matlkind .. who ,9'D caU tllemfelvcs free, mull: be acknowledged 'to 
dcpcdd, • ought to be rather ct.ttain, than hlfely probable; it is llipulated 
farlher. both by the Dutth and ourfelves. tbat if the fupplies fpacified in 
!I!o jd\ at~ Ihall appeAr infuffiCirnt. we ~ \IIl.it. OIlf' whole Ibrce hin 

t • 
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the defence of our &11,. and ftrugglc once more for independo!llCC, with aT· 
dour proportioned to tIle importance of our caufe. .-

~ By thefe f'Hpulations.1Io engagements have betn font1ed that can be 
imagme« to have been prohibited by the act of fettlement, by which it 
is provided. th:lt the haufe of Hanover thall not plunge tbis nation into IS. 

war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the confent of the 
J7.lrliament; for this war is by no means entered upon for rhe particular 
fecurity ~Hn'non!r, but for the general advantage. of Europe. to rtprcfc:;. the 
ambition of the Frendb. and to prefet'Ve ourfclves ~ our ~erJty from 
tJ,e matt ~r:.jea dependance upon 11 natioo, exafperated ag:linft. us by :1 long 
oppofition and hereditary hatred. 

" Nor j ", the 3.& of fettlcment only prefervro ullvlolated. by the rearon!. 
of the prereut alliance. but by th~ regubr concurrence of the parliament, 
which his majcHy has defired, notwithflanding his indubitable right -of mak
ing peace and war by his own authority, ) cannot, therefore. imagine upon 
what pretence it call be urged that the law, which requires that no war /hall 
be made on account of the HanoveriAn,donlinions without the conrent 01 
parliament is violated, when it h evident that the war is made upon othCl 
motives, and the conchrrence 01 the parliamertt is folemnly defireGl ," 
. Sandys having m:n1c the fame objed:ien as Pulteney, and obferved that 
the motion was incoafiflent with. the trult: repofed in the commons by the 
conftitutian, who owe allegiance to the k;ng of Great Britain and not to 
the eleCtor 01 Hanover, WM anfwered by Horace W,dpole,' who defended 
the- treaty of ~anover. After a. few remark, from Viner, againft the pro· 
priety of Of~fing tbe king of Proffia's demands. before they were furty un· 
derftood, lord Gage concluded the debate by obferving. H t have alway! 
bet'n taught that a1legiancc. to my prince is contiftent with fidelity to m~ 
country, that the intereft of the king and the people of Great Britain i! 
the fame, ~d that be only ita true (vbjeet of the crown, who is a fteady pro-
moter of the ~appine{; of the natidtt: , 
_ .. For thi$ !'Cafon 1 thrnk rt necetfilry to d~lat'eJ thi.t Han~r is alway. tc 

be confidcred .a5 It fQverdgnty feparat-e &om that of England, and 'a; -a coi:J'n. 
try with laws a.nd ~s diRlna from our's; and -that it i5 the duty o~ 
me rcprefentative!l of this tration, to Uke care-that .iottrefh: fo dWrefenl 
may never be r.....round<il. and Ibat'&sland ....,. in= no c:xt>!h!:O;,f""hit~ 
Hanover alone 'on enjoy tb. ad~, If tflt''ik&Ir of ~ thioil'l 
be ."S"ged ,in war with .ny of tbe neigl>bouriog '~.' wk'Yh8llld 'Ii< 
_bled by • ,vitl",;¥ t? enter into the ",?UntIJ', ~ <:my tht'.~::.;r~ 
througtl. III hI! 11*110' ..... t ""uItt by no means b'o oc:cdluT far tlIIj r/i. 
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tion to interpoCe; for the cled:or of Hanover might lofe:: his dominions WiLli . Chilpttt.S~ 
out any diradvanta&e C11 difhonour to the king or people of England." . '141- ~ 

It was evident tb.at the mino.rity, in making theCe ob{ervations, did not '-
intend to oppore the motion, but only to caft a rcpro3.<.h upon adminiftra. ~(:~,;J~ 
lion; for the qudHon was carried without a divifion ., 

The addre(s being carrjed, the minifter moved for an aid of {,. 300,000 to 
the queen of Hungary. He briefly ftated the 'ooJlcceffity of preventing the 
rlifmemberment of the Aufirian rlominions, in which the intt:rdls of (fecat 
Britain were ac:ceffarily involved. Shippen oppulcJ the motion, lfl a ijkcch 
replete with farcanic irony. He [aid, H though it cannol be cxpedcd I 
ha\"i.; forgotten the re[entm!:ot which 1 have formerly drawn upon my/elf by 
:\0 open declaration of my fentimcnts with regan! to Hanover t, 1 ftand 
up again with equal con5dence. to make my proteftations againfi: any inter-
pofrtton in the affairs of that country, and to avow my dlflike of the promife 
btcly made to defend it: A promife, jncontinent, in my opinion, with that 
important and inviola.ble law, the ad of fettlcment! A promilc, which, 
it Il could have been fpreknowo1 would, perhaps, havc:.for ever precluded from 
the fucreffiou. that iUuftrious family, to which we owe loch numberieCs 
bleffi ng\) lueb continued felicity. Far be it from me to inlinuJ.te that we 
can be too grateful to his rqaJcfty; or too zealous in our adberence to ilim; 

[ only let us remember that true gratitude conGfts in real benefits, in pl O-

I mating the true interdl of him to whom VIe are indebted j and lurdy. b~ 
\ b:u..arding the welf.ue of Great Britain in oe.fence of Ha.nov~T9 we filall vcry 
I little con(ult the,advantage or promote the greatner" of om king. 
, " It is well known how ;nconfiderable in the fight of thole, by whom the 

fup:eOion was eftahllibed, Hanover a.ppetlfcd, in comparifon wi.th Great 
Britain. Tho(t,men, tp whom even their enemies h,ave fddom clenit:d praiCe 
for knowledge and capac:ity, and . who . have been fo loudly celt.!tm~ted by 
many who haY!; joined'in tl\e laft addre(s, for their honcft zea.I, and the lQvc' 
of their ~ntry, tJafred, tbnt the king of Great Brit.'l.in lhoi.lld nevt:r vj6! 
~e ~portant tcrritw.it" which we have 10 folemnly promif«i to defend~ 
at tt» .buard of their "happinefs. It was evi.dently their delign th:!.t our 
fOYentip~rC?ffed. hy the care of his new fubjech, a care which, as they' 
~o~~ioqj, w,ouJd . arile from gr.uitude for , dignity II.nd power {O. 

.. '~ , . • 1~ it . ,~ ~_tlChl;nt\!cr. hal o!"it, hO ... ·l!'ver ...... hjc~ autl l1!' n~i e1te5 t!le account in 
.. ~ ·-tf1."ild~'~'dhiimJb 11 II gll'eQ t Ilt: Gellt1em;UJ, 5 lU:ogazmt. Ne.t!'ter Smut· 
*"~u~ 1II~"~ .... which I", ... IIoI""'m .... ""'J"a no"'" ofi,. 

, I\c:' t. tbt~!n& deblte.,.. t Nl\Mbll"tO h~ c(u"-.Iment lotl~ cow~,. 
_ ~ aJIrid ttJ it, in' . manner, Cc, chap. '7 P 1I'J,. 

' . liberally 
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"mod VII. libera.lly -conferred, Olould in ~me forget ~h3.t corner of the ea.\th, on which 
'- Ill? to I j4:l. his am.elton ha.d relided, and a8:, not as eleaor of Hano\'el'. but as king of 

\.---v--' Great Britain, as lhe governor of a mighty nation, .nd the iord of larg(' 
dominions. 

" It Wd~ exprefsly detennined. that this flD.tioQ 'f11ould never be im'o1wd 
in a warfor the defence ofthc dominions on the continent. and doubtlefs the 
fame policy that has rcfi:r:ttned us from extending our conquells in COUD

tries, tram "w llich tom.e advantages ·might be r~ivoo, ought to forbid all ex
pcnGve and hazardous mca(urt:5, for the fake of territories from whence nf) 
benefit can be reaped .... 

Viner followed Shippen in .oppofing the grant, and after coflfidering the 
difpute betweCtl Auflru and Pruffia as a bufinefs in which England had no 
immediate concern. exclaimed. or Are we to fl'llnd up fingly in defence of 
the pragmatic fanchon, to fibill the quarrel of others, or Jive in perpetual 
war that our neighbours may be at peace t ?" 

The mininer and his friends tOO~ no notice Qf the indecorous allufions in 
Shippen's fpeecb, but defended the motion on the grO)J.nd of national faith. 
After il few obfervations from Pulteney, who fupported the expediency of tht" 
meafure, ,nd fome farther remarks £l'om the minifter. the queRion WtlS C:lr. 
ried without a divifion. . • 

ettelh of the I'ms grant~ however founded on juftice and confiftent with national honour, 
"ram. rouft be lamented as premature, becaufe it fru(hated the wife plan which 

.Wllipole was forming for the pacifica.t-i.on of Germany. He fa.w'tlnd lamented 
the difficulties whicb prevented an a.cc:ommodatiQI\ with Proffia; he It.ronglf 
inculcated the neceffitf of I. grand cODf.edera.cy agalnA: France. and confeious 
th~t aU alliances to that purpofe would prove inefficient and inelfed:ual un
leCi Pruffia was induded, lie laboured to overcome the pertinacious refift
nnce of the queen of HUQg>ty. Bj\ hi, direttion Horace Walpole had fre. 
'1u~t conferences wi~ count onein t, the Imperial minifter in London j in 
whirll he fully OlCpI.ined the fiat< .of Europe, the dofig .. of F""""" and /he 
peculiar fi,uation'of Engw.d. He repoelCoted in WCtt ftrongtertnl tbefat&l 
corife4uences to be apprehended from the hoMity of the ki"$ of PruJlia, 
.nd tbe good effeas to b. dai,ved from his all;".,." as fu1ly 'COIiriiK:ed the 
Au!bian minifter. 0lle!n docJa!<d hi. ready &llenl 10 the force In tbef .. a~. 

• • 
. • Cboodl«. f_ to tho &.4._ of Il1o ;,oil pI.... 
t Ibid. Thi • .debut it K"*'Ir mKrtpre. _to See SdfhIlfts.,o1. •. po i+ 46. 

rented by JeUblttl. HI obGi:n-el, ~H"J;'T' ... .t.ener ... lion« ~lothc dub &., .... ..; veaMid to GppcU thit. wild. e(Cwnber~ 'No ... ..,. 1,406. Wilpolt 
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.. ""II, ... d promiCod t.o place tbem in fo favourable & light as Ihould ipd.uce 
the queen 'to cloce WIth the propofittoQ! of Pruffia. But this dcfign was 
1iIta11y count.rad:od by the Cpirit of Maria ThereC .. by her ",li:lOce on the 
promiC .. of France, and particularly by the ill·judged enthufiafm of tbe Sri
tifh nation, which called loudly for the moll. active exertions in tier fuwr. 

The vote of £. 300,000 had fcarcely patfed the commons, before lord 
Carteret a.ffured Oftein. that the grant of that fubfidy was nOl owing to the 
gOod difpofition of the miniftry, but extort"cd by the unanimous caU of 
parliament, and the general voice of the people. Accordingly, the Auftrian 
miniftcr in(lantly chmged his opinion, and inflead of (econding the efforts of 
WaJpole to perfuade his miftrefs to enter into an accommodation with the king 
of Pruffia, epcouraged .her to perfevere in rejeCting his demands, becaufe the 
Briti fh nation would pour out the laR drop of their blood, and [pend their 
laO: penny in (uppart of her jun caufe •. 

In confequence of her inflexibility, the king of Pruffia continued his in: 
roads; be over-ran and conquered the remaining part of Sildia, and the 
grand 'confed~acy) planned and coofolidated by France, aU;lcked the Auftrian 
dominion~ on all fides. The eleCtor of Bavaria, a.t the head of 70,000 troops, 
took PalTau and Lintz, fummoned Vienna to [urrender. made himfelf maner 
of Bohemia, was inaugurated king at Prague, and expeCted every moment 
his elevation to the Imperi:li throne. Two French armies poured like a 
tOrrent Q\C~r the countries of Germany, The one, under marfhal Broglio, 
joined the eleCtor of Bavaria" and took poffeffion of Prague; the other, led , 
by madhal Maillebois, hovered on the banks of the Rhine, and threatening 
to fpread themfelves over Weftphalia, awed tbe deaoratc of Hanover, a.nd 
(::ompeUCd Gcorge the Second to deCert Maria Tberefa. and to accept & 

llcutrality. which was condemned both at home and abroad as a fca.ndalom 
and pulillanimou.s m~fure. '. . 

Tilit k.ing of Sardinia- threatened ho!lilities, and a Spanifh "emy, under the 
marquis of Montemar, marched from Naples towards the frontiers of th~ Mi
~fe j ,. while the inf.ant. Don Philip, at the head of a conGde'r;able corps, v.m 
~ ~o penetrate through ~uphine and Savoy, into Aufuian Lom~ 
baJdj. - . ' . • 
'M..q. .. ~C .. 9;lcrt<d:l>r .Rulli& and the United ProvincCs, and by all 

ber allie&, 'elcept Great -Britain', quitted Vienna.~ which was preparing for • 
~, t~k iffy"" .• \ J:rcl\>ul!>, .. d (.brew ~en:,lf on the .ffeClipn and zeal of 
.~_.~..rllbie.a.. Compelled by imperious ~ffity, Ihe purchaC,d 

• Horace WlllpoJe to the"ke of Cwnbtrland. W.lpol~ P.pen. 
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tb. n."l..Jity of l'rufi' ... by Ibe ceSion of LOWl:r Sil.r.a. Het fttuation ... 
truly deplorabJe, and her difafters ' rebounded on £he mirtlfter. Tel !tis 
finifter aufpicd it was attributed that the conftellation of tm: hou(e of'Bour~ 
bon feemcd aCcending to its zenith, and tue ftar of En~la.nd and Auftria 
dec-nning towards the horizon. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTY·EIGHT H: 

DijJo!uJion ~f Parliamettl.-Stalt of Iht Millif/ry.-fYo/pD/e difmed fir ft
erell)' Ihworlrd by mo,,} of hu /ornftr Rie1fds.-SuutfsJul Extrt;onJ 0/ IAe 
Oppojition. - IYrjhlJitificr Eltflion. - S' hijHJ in t!J,e CabilUt. - Nrolrolil} ttl 
Honuutr.-Sllpilwstjs of IYoIpoli.-C/"mours ogainjl !tim. 

ON the 15th of April, the king put a.n end to the Ian (effion of this 
parliament, in a Cpeech from the thfone, in which .. after t~1ting them 

for the zeal with which they had fupportC'd the mcafnres of government, he 
added., Ie I ~iU immediately give tlle necetTary orden for calling a. new par_ 
liament. There. is Dot Uly .tbing I fct CO high a ,.~tlt upon, as the love and 
aB'eeuon of my people; in which I have Co entire a confidence, tl)at it j, 
with great fatisfa8:ion, I fee thi, opportunity put into their hands,' of giving 
me freih proofs of it, in the choice of their repref.eotative, -." 
. Writ! were iiI'ucd for elcttiIlg a J1c:w houfe of ~mo~ rdur~ble the 

>,SIb of June.· 
On the expiration of the parlialll<lll SjiDlmen<ed the ftrusgJe of the con' 

tending parties, which wu to terminato ~'the ft"IDOval, or the ~ el\abli(b~ ' 
IDCJ1t <>f WoIpoIe. - . 

. Notwj£~nding a {lrong ~ce from Sir R.obert Walpole. tile king 
embarked for Iiio Germaa dOlllinio>as. • 

TIl< miniftcr .... _Wi in a ~ 1i!u&tiO .. 10 ~ ~ e1d\19"'o't. 
the midfl: of a. uar-...c.cul _. at variance wifh the majoriijlor'!i!c ca· 
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bioet, -aACi with the general fpirit of the nation againft him, at :1 time 
when the fears of Jacobitirm, and the dread of a popith Pretender, h'ld 
begun. to fubGde. [n this emergency, dther hetr:!yed by hi, pretended 
Erichds. dc:ferted by th()fc who ought to have fupported him" deceived in 
imagining that the triumphant majority which hAd thrown. out tbe motion 
to remove him, was an indication of the people's affeCtion, or concei\'ing 
that a firm coalition between the Tories and difaffod.ed 'Vhigs, could not 
take place in time to appore him, he abandoned himfe1f to an mconftderate 
fecurity, and negleCted to take his, ufual precaQtions. 

The irA: great oppoGtion to government took its rife in the city of 
Weftminfier, where the court was fuppofed to pol[e[s an unbounJed in
fluence. It had been ufual for the eleCtors to return the two mem. 
bers who were recommended by the crown. The reprefentatives . in the 
laft parliament were, Sir Chanes Wager, firfi. lord of the admiralty. and lord 
Sundon, a lord of the trc:a[ury; and it was fuppofed that they would ban) 
been rechofen as u(ual, without oppofition. But loro Sundon was very un .. 
papular: he had been raired from a low condition to an liilh peerage. 
through the interelt of his wife, who had been favourite bed-cllambcr wom!\n 
to queen Caroline. The other candid;Ue. Sir Charles Wager. was unexcep
tionable, both in his public and pnvate character, but his attachment to the 
mirufter was a fufficient obJection. 

Some eletl:ors of \¥eftmil10::er propofed. very unexpectedly. adm.iral Ver .. 
non, then in the heigbt of his popularity, and Mr. Irwin, a private gentle. 
man of conSiderable fortune. The oppofition at firO: dc:fpifed. became far· 
midable; and Sir Chuies \Vager being fummoned to COflVOY tbe kmg to 
Holland. the'management of the de8:ion was entrufted to ignorant veftry .. 
men And violent j~ccs. Tbc. patty in oppofitioo to the COUlt tandidates, 
became Ye1YtumoltuOllt. Thl'majority of tho eleCtors were decidedly in fa
vOW' of thc.miniflerial candidates, but lord. Sundon was illlprudently advlfed 
to eWe the poll. to «der a pvty of guards to attend, a.od while the miliury 
power fWl'OQndc:d tbo h¢tingt; the high bailiff returned him and Sir Cbarle. 
Wor. _ Tbls 'imprudtnt cdnduft highly e.afperat<d the pop~lace; the 
peds were inruhe4: SCmdon Wli attacked. and nanowly ef(apod with 
!ife, ' ~ . 
. The ~ple of the oppofirion at \Vefuninftcr, diffufed a. ' !,eneral fpirit 

• 'dwopu.t _k.i~om. ~d violent contefi:s we.R' eJtcitod: in aU quarters . 
",,+!AIIool-.r...a..y1\irlillpporting the exp<nc<s "" .. fubfcrlbed by Pul· 
te1)CY. ,the dUchefs of Marlborough, and the prince of Wales, who contraCted 
£Teat dtbt~«tttM w.emOAlhlc OC'(IIaon, and the manlgm of oppofition em-
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ployed tbi. money with great advantage. Lord Fa/moulD pload _ 
many " the Cornifh borough •• which had ufually rotumeci tile momloe1a 
recommended by tb. crown' The duke of Argyle exerted himfolf with fuclo 
effeet, in Scotland. that he baffled all the cfforta of his brother, the earl w 
llay, ~bo had long managed the intcreA: of the crown in that q~ter; &ad 
the majority of Scottiih members. who had formed a ftrong phalanx in favour 
of government, were now ranged on the contrary· fide. Thcic acquiu.. 
tions were confidered by oppc?fition as a (yre omen of fuccef.; aad Iikding
ton, in a. letter to the duke ot Argyle, drew a compara.tive ftatement of the. 
two fides, in the future parliament, highly unfavourable to the nriniileriu 
party.. He juftly obfcrvcd, that a majority of 1ixtecn, which waa the ut
maft that the molt fanguine friends of the mini.fter could eolertaan hopes of 
fonning at the comOlencement of the feffion, would Coon become & mmo
rity. He laid down a plan of conduCt and attack, which was wifely formed .. 
and :l.oly eyccutcd. the homogf'ncous parts w~re confolidatcd, and the whole 
phaJanx. however divided and djfcordant in other ref peEts. mo\ttd OIl wU~ 
formly to one great objeCt. the removal of the minifter. 

Many caufes concurred. in the pr~fent 'criG" to render tbe efJOrts of 
Walpole f9r reeuring a fufficient majority in the new parliarttCnt ine1fec
tual. He had continued fo l~ng in full power,. that many, Like tbt 
fubj,C\' of the Pope during a long reign. pined for a n<W adminiftratiqn. 
from a mere deSire of chan~. Others formed dreams of fUtwc fpJcadour and 
happjnef" which were to beam on {he nation, wlu:n abe minifter was Ie· 
moved; that minifter ... who was ftyled the father of corruption, who was ac· 
cured of fquandcring the public money. ""d pf drawiug from the plunder bf 
hi! de'fOtcd country, rueh immenfe ~ as. D.O indiTidual had ever before 
arna1l"ed i who alone pre'fented the fupprellion of numcro\lJ taxes" the aboli· 
tioh of the national debt, and obftrutred thofc pl&ns of reform, which. 
were 10 rcl\Qte credit and dignity to 'he, kisg'and patUament. Hi, foil WA$ 

""prOduce • new ..,.., the revival of the'.goIden ag<:; .j.Ddion of all portie~ 
_ to ta/<c place, and the foven:ign. infu:ad !I boinc tho 'chief of • /i:C\. wu. 
10 become at once the &ther of hi. ptOplt. Iiiil to Nip. in tho hloarta of hi> 
fuli;e/b. 'There Dol"", we... iac!ul\riwJIy circ1llo!t~ M<1 gncd'~y fMl· 
lowed by the deluded populace. until his removal IoIwne .... objcd of 010-
tionll coocmr: ' - , 

The populI< cJamoor f., ..... with SjIoiA .... boca fo "'t. * Ihct 
.. 6tb .... oUheminiie, _ ~"IWl.""mdIoI pofillWaoilr" d"':'" a 

.~ .. tbt"".""I-""""" (' '; *:1 I 
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,j{ Alliolul boDour, IDIl became the favourite theme of f.tire and CDntumely, 
both in profe and rhyme. "Sir Robert Walpole," as Burke jufi:ly obCerv.es, 
'" was forte<! ia.to tat war in 113'9, by the people. who were ini\4med to thi!. 
mtafufe., b&' the molt. lading poJitic'ians, by the,nrft orators, and the greaten 
pdlIiet& -of t'bt: times. For that wa.r Pope rung his dying notes. Fat that war 
JohDfon, ' in more energetic ftrains, employed the vOIce of his e:uly genius. 
For that W¥ Glover dtilioguHhed himfel[ in the way in which his merit was 
the maR: ratuml and happy. The crowd readily followed the politicians.. 
i" the cry for a war which threatened htlle blooctihed, ant! whiab promifed 
yia:ories,:that were atcsJdcd with fomething morc fGlld than glory. A W:lr 

with Spain was a war of plunder -." . 
But even thofe who a.cted with him laboured to undermine his power. 

Wilmington wi£hr:d bis downt\J.l, trofting that if that event .lhouJd tue place, 
he lhould fucceed as firft lend of the treafury. He caballed with the 
princil* leaders of oppofltioo, and in a letter + to Dadlngton, congrntulated 
him on his fuccefs in the dillions of Me1comb and Weymouth, againCl the: 
candidates fupported by the minifter. Newcaftle, who had hitherto aCted. 
an' underpart, atptred to j::.e leader of the 'Wlligs, and flattered himfelf that 
on the removal of Walpole, a confiderable addillon of power would be placed 
in his hands. He had even made clandeftjn~ overtures to the duke of 
Argyle, which hllod been difclofed t.o the minifter t. 

The minHler was alfo gretJ.tly e:mbarraff"ed ~ith the conduct of foreigf\ 
afFairs, on which he was not always confidentially confulted. The negotia. 
non which fetded the neutrality of Hanover, was begun and nearly con~ 
duded, not only without his approba.tion, but almoO: without his. know., 
ledge;. The firft pofitive information he received of it, was a private Jetter 
from the .king,. which w;u delivered to him in the prefence of the duke 
of N~. to whool he never difclolCd the content. II. He was ap
preheafive feft the nation lhould imt>ute to him a meafure fo extremely 
unpopular. He co~p.lained that lord Hanington, the fecretary of ftatcw~ 
atteftded the king to Hanover, bad 1Jot rj*n earlier notice to tile cabinet &t 
&g1l1id. and he tald _ (oreign agent V. tbat the neutrality of Haoo~ w .. 
eocnptllfory,.aad could' DOt affeCt. England. On mature ref!efrioR,. bowevefJ 
lie lippreGiot<:d tli~ .ecellity of the meafure, and thollal> diJlioti,fiod with 
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til< c:ommencem ... t of the negotiation, approved 'Illd' fanflioned its co,;
eluSon. 

Evety meant was now emJltoyed to tr&d.ute bis chuaCler. The ' moft 
chsmniOU$ reports were in*,ted and dilfuW. It was rum.oured- that ad~ 
miral Haddock had orders to avoid meeting and· intercepting tbe Spani1h 
tranrport~ carrying troops to Italy, for the pmpofe of taking. potfeffioft o~ 
Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, for Don Philip, under the guaranty of Eng· 
IMd. E"cn fuch wild a.nd. abfurdfld:ions·, that he had 'betra.yed tu Fleury 
and Patin~ the projeCted open.tiOn6 aga1nft Spain, &ncI. tbat he received 
fro"l thore miniftcl'S 1M&" remittances to bribe the ~meftt1t .... ere auda· 
C\QuO )' advanced, 40d confidently believed. . 

The minift.;r bad betn no fooner forc.ed into the wu, thsn the mode of con' 
dutting it became an object of obloquy and (;cniUre. Violent munnun 
"erc diffu(ed throughoot the nation, grounded 011 (he ill (utters (If th~ WIT, 

the lo[s.of 1he commerce with ~~n, of whidt thofe who furced the min.iC:tt to 
commence hoO:ilities mon: loudly complained; the neutrality of Hanover 
was TepR[cnted as inconGftent with the dignity and intercfts of England} 
and falrel" imputed to him. To thefe immediate cau(es of complaint wm:: 
added appreherlliGos of future evils; the conclufion of a difhononrabJe 
peace with Splrin was iKid to be in agitation, of which the ba(is was to be 
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the reftitution of Gibraltar and Minorca; the aggrandirement ofFr&nce, the 
abafement of the houfe of Auftria, the el1ahlifhment of the elector of B,n .... 
ria on the throae of the Empi~1 who would always remain aftachea ta 
the houfe of Bowbon, and the guaranty or Parma to Don Philip, which 
would be .. filameful breach of the guaranty of the pragmatic fanaioD. 

The majority by which the motion to remove him was rejelled, tbe death 
of Sir WLlliam Wyndham, and the rdreat of Bolingbroke into France, rtn
dered him indolent, and infpired him witb too much confidence in the fup'" 
port of the king, and in the ftredgt h of his friends. Ie His [uccers on this 
occafJon/' as II contemporary p:lmphleteer Juftly cltprctres himfelf," threw 
him into a lethargy of power. He imagined that the breach between the 
Whigs and the Torie~ was too great "to be repaired during the time of 
cletting:1 new parliament j he thought that it would daily become wider; he 
feerns to have miftaken the motives which induced toe Tories tt;; 1lA. as they 
did. and formed too favourable a judgment of the temper and fpiri e mani
fdied by the people on that unjuft motion. He gave them time to recon~ 
cile this temporary ebb. and fuffered the popular opinion :tgalnft him to flow 
back agd.io with increafing violerice .... 

White the minifter laboured unPef this pretrure of great unpopularity j 

while he was arraigned for the ·meafu~$ of olhen, of which he was accufed 
of being the fole director;. while the cabinet was divided, and the fupport 
from the crown fo feeble j tbe exertions on the fide of government were ina. 
dequatc to the vigorou$ efforts made by oppoGtion. The Tories and Jaco
b,tes were reconciled with the difaffeCted Whigs, and aU united to deOlolilh 
their common tacmy. Letters from the Pretender + were circulated among 
the Jacobites and high 'tones, exhorting them to ufe aU their efforts for the 
purpofe of the difgt1l.oc of Sjr Robert Walpole; and fuch was the tempu 
of the p:QPl~ that hii fall became the open or feeret willi of all partie!' • 

.,bundred Idtm. which W~ lranfmined 10 bit 
friends, in Novtmbcr '7&1. The pu~f 
ihem 'I1J" to tnVge them to ure all ~blc ell~ 
dtavOWl, in order tl't compaft Walpole'J djI. 
mofitiOCl.·' Wt.lpolc Papua. 
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MUJi"l oj ParIUsmtlu.-Compltxion of l..ie 1it'W llDuJe of Com""as.-Kirtg'1 
&puch.-Wlllpolt permits an Alle-.tio" 10 6e R'JAtk in Iht Addrefi.-Small 
Majority in Fll'lHJJJr of tile BolfitctJ li.lefJio".-rht ApptJiMlmtnl of a eMir. 
man of 1M Committee of l}'Jdlion carried I'xai1jl1 him.-.Lofes the Quejlion of 
the '''t}l1RiJUl~ EltElion.-.Atij.lIJ"tlJ1Ietd Dj tlte Holje • ....,IntjfeElll4J A/I,mp' UJ 

aetain. ,"e PrJiut 0/ Wales from Jlu OppojitiOIf.-HDflje again '!/!il1lbles.'-W'al. 
po/~ toJcs INr. C!Jippenham EJc[jiD~.-.AdjQM'JJ/tIenpof 1M HrJllft tf eo"Ullonl, 
al the King's Rcqt4t;ji.-Sir Robut W.lpck crttUtd Eflr/-ojOr/orJ, and reftgtU. 
-tffftElillK mltr1Jiew with tNt Ki"g.-R~grtf of 4is Frimds. 

T HE new parl.iament afi'embled on the 4th of December; when At' · 
thur Onfiow was rcchofen fpeaker. On the 8th, the king made a 

fpeech from the thro""o. H_ raid: 
., It is always a great fatisfa8:ion to me to meet you a1I"e:mbled in par1ia4 

ment; and efpeciaUy at tbis time, when the poftute ,of dFairs makes your 
counfc1 and alIitbru:c: Io nece([ary; and when b:t:. RIoe&M of tbe new eled:ions, 
I may have an opportunity of knowing tile mote immaliate fenfe: and difpo4 
fition of my people: in' gClleraJ, from their repre:fentative" (hofen, during a 
.!Cafon, 'WhiM pas been attended with a ~t variety of incidents of the:: 
,lfCOlteft ~onCequen~ and expectatic;>n •• and d,uring the: . courfe of the war, in 
)Vhich we are .. ~ed with the "",wn of Sp>in; • WI<, in itlflf. juft ad 
necdliuy. eotooOd i.", by th_ n:peate4.aAviecd, hetIt~r.. af' pulioment. 
on<! particularly reromrnendcd to !I1C. to be arried Ol! ia Am_ric&, "\IFh has 
been my priocipal care. I can tberefq",~. II!> <Ioub.t. j,1OI. ~ you Me 

met tog<,ber. fiilly r_nfib1e o.of 0\11" p..,r .... Gtuation. and ·pre~ Ii> give 
me fuch advice,. as !hall b. molt caDducive to the honour and true int.reft 
.of my crown and k.ingdoms."' 
, He next mCAti~ tb. powerful confederacy formed againft the queen 
of Hungary, !ce ...... 'Had other powers';' he faid, 14 that were undct the like 
."pgements with ..... ..uwend tile juR _.pea.lions theY' hW ro rolemnly 

given, 
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given, the CUPPOTt of the common caure had heen attended with lefs diffi
culty. I have, purfuant to the advice of my parliament, (.:ver (inee the dC:lth 
of the hUe Emperor, exerted mylClf in Cupport of the houfe of Allftria. I 
ha.ve endeavoured, by the moft proper and early applicationi, to induce other 
powers tbat were equally engaged with me, and united by common interefl. 
to concert fuch meafurcs as Co important and critical a conjunt1:ure required. 
and where an accommodation feemed to me to be necefii.ry, 1 laboured to 
reconcile thofe princes, whofe .union would have been the moll effectual 
means to prevent the mifchiefS that have happcnctl, and the beft. fecurity for 
the [afety and interdl: of the whole. Although my endeavours have not 
hitherto luui the defired drea, I cannot but frill hope. that a Jun: tenCe of 
the common and approaching danger will produce a more favourable turn 
in the counfels of other nations," He then exhorted parliament to put the 
nation in a condition of affifting its friends, defeating its enemies irr any 
attempts they might. make againft him or his dominions, and concluded 
with an exhorlation, that they would ad: with unanimity, vigour, and dif~ 

patch -. . 
The remarkable caution with which the king had always mentioned any 

tbing relating to his allies, made this fpeech the more noticed, and it was 
generally fuppofed not to have been dictated by the minifter +, a circumftance 
which feemed to demonftrate, that there was a prepondemting party agajn1l: 
him in the cabinet. 

It Coon appeared from the complexion of the haufe, and the conduCt: of 
the minifti!r, that his ~wer and influence- were on the decline, An addrefs 
of thanks being propofed by Henry Herbert, fome of the oppo!ition objected 
to a cbufe, U for returning his majefty the th&nks of thi, haufe, for his royal 
care in prafecuting the war with Spain." sif Robert Walpole now felt, for 
the jrft time, the awkwardnefs of his fituation, and he appeared" !born of 
bis 1m:ngtll." Inftead of oppofing mtlt {pirit ""y alteration in the ad. 
drees, and pUy declarint that tbe mi.{ortWl<l of the ",ar could Jlot be 
charged upon goVCJ'Ilt»lCnt, he attempted to palliate the lofi"es which the 
nation had fuffered, and to fbew that the war bad not been fo unfucceUful 
as it was reprefcnted, and wea.kly agreed. for the fake of unanimity, to 
omit the paragrapb relating to tbe Spaaiih war t. Pull<n,y availod him· 
f!iI£ of this co",:eaion; aod attributed it to fear and confciouJ guilt. U. 
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m:ule a long and animated fpeech, full of perfonal inveltives ; and anticip3.t~ 
the triumph of his party, by a.n aUufion to the balance of power. He 
[aid, that not being in the fecrcts of government, he was ignorant of its 
fbte abroad, but congratulated the houft: that he had DQt for many yean known 
it to be fa near an equilibrium there as it was then·, He then recapitu
lated the principru charges which had been urged againlt Sir Robert Wal
pole from the beginning of his adminiftration i , dwelt V'eTy particularly on 
tbe mifmanagement of the war .... ith Spail), and even carried his reproach fo 
far tlS to accufe him of being inOuenced by the enemies of the proteftant 
eftabliChment. 

Walpole repelled this intemperate attack with unufual feeblenefs; and 
after a {hart but general juftification of the meafures of government, COrl'-

eluded with faying, " J am very far from hoping or defiriog that the houfe
lhoul« be fatisfied with a defence like tbi!>. J know, by obferviDg the prac
tice of the opponents of the mintftry, what fallacies may be concealed in 
geaeral ' ::Lfi"ertions; and am fo far from wiOling t'o evade a more ftrit't in. 
quiry, that if the gentleman who has thus, publicly and confidentil1lJy ac
cufed the miniftry. will natuc a. day for inquiring into the !tate of the nation, 
J wiU~ fecond his motion t. II , 

This challenge w.u aaepted; the addrefs, without any mention of the 
Spani1b war, was voted; the motion made by Pulteney to fix a day for conli· 
dering the fiate of the nation, was fecondcd by Walpole, and the 21ft of 
Janu"fY was appointed for that poipofe. 

I' The cooinefs of the addrefa, and the omiffion~ol' ttl: claufe relating to the 
_. elIitntially b\\TI the .... i(kr. It led Iris u.w.!led i>11owon to fufpea. 
that his poWq was declining; rhile hi. friends, who were fieady in their at
taclunant to the houfe of Brurifwick, were of opinion, that ftronger affur
,aoca 'jIlue due to the king. for the dangers to .. hiGh be expofed his eleitoral 
dominion" tbe FreJlCh haNing already ~oIat«l the ftipulated ll<utrality. and 
~'I<> * up thoit winter quatm in KMo_~. • 

The pt po"" on .,hidt. the tM> ponie9c:mted tIIeir rcfpotli .. IllcIIgtl>. 
'""'" the deo:iioos .OQ contoftod eIt&ion.. 2='6_ tile Ayldbury corrteft, 
whep the I""*' of ~ dumocl 'lo itklf tbe po ...... of jadging finally 
00 tile · qualifioati<>os. of 11,.. cIo&n, wbid\' had been lO..umly oppofcd 'by 
w.,Jpojl>. ill tbe romm_ .. , of hi., }*Ii_ment..,. career. the docl/iOft .... 

• Orlebar to Eteu&h, :Dtcem1:ier 10, "4'" c.,..,.rpoodal«. 
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de8.ions beeame a. mert party bulinefs. The Ine'rits of the ca(c were flldom 
conCldered, and the qudHons were almoO: wholly carried by perfonal or poli
tical interefts. At the opening of this pa.rliament, there werr mnre contcned 
ejections than ufual; and as the power of the two contending parties ultimltely 
depended on the deci1io~ every nerve was ftrl.ined by both fides in favour 
of their ~Cpedive friends. the minifter had been heard to declare, that 
there fhould be no quarter given in e1ed:ions, and his friends trufted that 
the decifions would chiefly be in his faTour. But thefe [anguine hope .. 
were fruftrated by' tbe a8-ivity of oppofition, the lukewarmnefs of man)' 
of his real friends, and treachery of his precended p:utuans. The oppo. 
fition 11l:1de it a principal objetl:: to attend on theft: occafiom, and it W.lS 

efteem.ed infamous to defert & committee of eletl:ion -. On the other 
hand, many of thofe who fupported government often Ra.id :lway, and not 
unfrequ.ently voted againrt the candidates countenanced by the minifter. 

The firft divifion which took place was on the Bamney ekaion, and the 
p:lrty favoured by the minilkr carried it only by 22~ againft: 216. With 
this [maD majority, Walpole atl;ed as he had dono in former parliaments. 
Ae did not fufficiently adapt himfelf to the change of circumftanccs, or 
canfult the temper of the houfe in the queRioD which was next moved, 
for choofing a chainnan of the committee of elections. This was a point 
of great canfequence, becaufe he po(feifed confiderable power in influencing 
the decifions referred 'to the committee. Walpole aCted with mucll. impru~ 
dence in propofing Giles Earle. onc of the lords of the treafury, who had 
been chairman during the two !aft parliaments, and was exceedingly unpo
pular. The oppoition fupport«l Dr. Lee, who was much more beloved and 
refpcd:ed by all parties thaD his antagonift. The quefuon was accordingly' 
carTied, from perfonal con6deratioD', againft the- minifterial candidate, by a 
majority of 2.41 a&ainft 238. The IoCs of this qucftion gave a mortal blow 
to his intuclt, and redoubled tIt<o fpilit of hi> ad.erfaries. The fatal confe
qUtllces WCK. immediMely vifible j feveral unfuccefsful candidates, *bo had 
depended 011 hi. fu~ withd_ their petitiona. 

But the &.te of the miDifter was ahood decided by lbe det_ination on 
the WeftmiD1ter eleCtion, which was one of the points he mon: wifbed to 
a¥rY. &lid in which be bad fiallerod himfelf with the molt Gmguine hopes. 
08 . the petition of tbe two n:jol:ted mcmben. complaining of an WI

d .. eJc:aion &lid II'tum, the qudlion was carried .pnlt the fitting mcmbera 

• ~II. dac ciKe of Aqytc, June 18, 17-+1. Comfpondcnc:e. 
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by a majority of four, and the election was declared void. A motion (or 
adjournment was negatived, and the returning officer was ordered to be taken 
into cuftody. by a majority of :117 againft 2.15. A fecond motion to ad~ 
journ was alro loft, and it was unanimoufly refolved, that the prefence of 
armcd (oldicrs, at an elecrion of members of parliament, was a high infringe
ment of the liberties of the fubjea, a manifeO:. violation of the freedom of 
elcCtion, and an open defiance of the laws and conftitution. • 

On the 24th, the hauCe adjourned to the J 8th. of January; and that Chart 
interval was emplo}'ed by the minifler in attempts to increafe his friends, and 
to maintain himfelf in power, but all his efforts were ineffeCtual. 

The !tate of his own health was a. principal caufe of his downfa1. He had 
{uffered at the latter end of the preceding year from a fevere illnefs·. His 
memory was no longer fa {hong. nor his method of tranfafung bufinefs 
fi. read,' ;\<; hefore. Hence he wa<; lOc~pable of making thore exertions which 
hi!. cTlllcal fituation rtndered neccffary; of unmafking hi!. treacherous friend .. i 
of expofing his enemies, and of auoptlng ruch meafures as would have ena
bled him to ati: widl vigour, or to retire with dignity. DUTIng this feffion 
he appeared in general abfent and thoughtful. He feemed to ha.ve lort:. 
in many infboces, that contempt of abure, and command of temper, for 
which he had heen remarkably difi:inguifhtd: he was ejther. contrary to hi,; 
yfual cufi:om, ftient. or he wa, irritable and fretful. In one inftance he publicly 
declared. that if he could tolieCt the real fenCe of the haufe on the difficult 
and u:lOgerous 'fituation of affairs, he would fupport it as a minifter in the:
cabinet. But when be made this declaration; ae did not iDtimate his own 
opinion; a circumftance which, according 110 the lace *1 of Hardwicke, 
¥iho was plefent on this occaGon. proved the dither, and concern under 
which he laboured -to The Jo(s of the Weflminfter queftion ought to have 
been the 6gnal of his immediate rdignation) and many of his friends were 
of that opinion. But he ftill appeared 'anxiaUs to rtt&in ilis power as long 
as be was able • .and during the rea:fs of parliament, .. made an ill-judged 
application to feduce the prince of Wales &om his.,.rty, in which his own' 
&gacity and .now-Iedge of mankind ought to have convinced him, that he bad 
no cbanee of fucceedicg. Being ioformed that the membea of oppofition) 
propofed to renew the motiotl4n puHamw. for·jacrea6ng the eftabIithmcnt· 
of the prince. he p .... aiJed on the king, not wit~ the gtea",/l: ditIkUltr, 
to offer an increafe of C. 5Q ,000 to hit aanual income, and to iAinuat. hopaI 

• From Wd Orford. 
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that his debts 1hould be paid, provided he would not appore the menures 
of government. . A me1fage to this purpofe WD conveyed to the prince by 
the bilhop of Oxford·, at the infi.ance of lord Cholmonde:lt:y, ~nd by 
command of the king: The prince, after due expreffions of duty :md affec
tion, declared that he confidered the meffage as coming from lord Chaf· 
monde1ey. and not from the king, and therefore would not liften to a.ny 
propofition of a. fimilar import,. fa long as Sir .obert Walpole continued 
at tbe head of adminiftration t. 

The re6gnation. of Sir Robert Walpole was now conndered as certain both 
by his friends and enemies ; but he had ftill more mortifications toexperiencc 
before his fate was ultima,tely decided. 

On the 18th of January the parliament again aff'embled; and on the 19th 
the queftion on the Berwick deClioR was carried, without It divifion. in favour of 
Alexander Hugh CampbeU, againft the candidate who was ftJpported by the 
court. On the 20th, a bill, brought in by Sir John Ruthout and Sir John Hynde 
Cotton, for taking, examining, and ftating the public &ceoums, paifed without 

* Seeker, afterwards :lI'chbiiliop of Canterbu".. 

t A~ many emmdill, narrative, ofthis tranf· 
aflion ha~ breI} &I\'en to the pubhc, 1 thall 
fubjoin an account, which I found among the 
Walpole papers, in the hand-wliting of Sir 
Robert WlIipok. and bearing the following 
e'ndorfement; .1 An ~CCOUllt of what pa{fcd 
betwccn H , R. H.lnd loru Oxford, Jamluy S. 
J ,.j, with the printed letter that pal'rtd betweOfl 
the klUg and princ:e upon the breach." 

U All account of whal the binlOP of Oxford 
(aid to the prillee of Wales. from lord COol. 
mondelt:y, authorized by bit majdly, January 
S, 1~4i. 

U That if his royal higbnef5 would write a 
durifullefler to h4 majdt)\ expreffing hi. con- • 
cern for \\Ihat WAS pafii:d, in {uch a manner u 
~ght be coufiRent with his majdl,y's honour 
(0 accept, J'eP!'erenring fhe Wtnfy circum_ 
llance>l of hi, fort\loe. and rcfcrrillg them to 
his IlI:lieRy'. goodnef!, lord Cholmomkley 
had flill &lid ftlflicient ~nd. from hi. know
Wac of hili .. jefiy" K1teaboo, and difpofi.. 
UqQI. to dun: hil roya.l.bighDclJ that his ma
ie~ woul4 be reeoa.ciled to him; and lI.Ould 
idd sf¥iOO "eat'lIO hil prefent ineomr, lJui 
would not require any tetlftS flom him, in 
n:1a(~n to aoy of tbofe perfollf who wen: in 
• nS,G h\p.bn~r, (cmj'ce, ~owUe1tr or con· 

fidence. nor retain aoy refeotment or difplel
fure againll mnr. 

"To this lord Cholmondcley added, lha.c 
there was no doubt but that hIS royal hifih
nCri'S debtJ would in rhi, cafe be provided tor, 
in. roch a manAet as upon farther confidtratioa 
fuould be found moll proper and ptalhcable. 

w The anrwer of his royal highnefs,}a.nuary 
S, 1741-· ... Hil royal highnefl ure (!:rong 
expreffiolls of duty and afl'e8ion to his majelly/ 
and anfwered further til. this purpofc:: That i 
thil had been a melT age dircdly from his m3-
jefly, it would have. been hj~ duty _to have 
written a letter to H. M. on the f1Ccalion; bue 
I I it wal a propolition that came 1T0m lord" 
Cbolmoodcley, ill the manner) had mmtiorlfli. 
hi, 'nfwer to lord Cholmcfudeley wa, . that he 
would not hearken to it. fo long as Sir Robrrt 
Walpole wu in po~et'. by whom t\t conceive'll 
bim(elf to have been (really injured. sod to 
whom be thought the moll pr\.l4ent adviu for 
Sir Robert Walpole btmiclf, and tilt public', 
Wall, thai he fuould mire; . and that hr, tbe 
prince. bactbcfore this n:ceind iotim.tio~ of 
the fame nature with thofe 1 had DOW fllid 10 
bun. and defired not to have any more, wh.iUl 
Sir Roben contilluc.d ill pow«." 

J,)ppofition. 

Chapter S? , 
174t1011-ta-
~ . 

M~ting ~U' 
Ihr rcce1" .... 
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'P~riQll VII. oppofitK>n. On the 201ft, Pulteney made the celebrated motion for referring 
17J7to 17.p· to 3. fecret committee the papers relating to the war, wb.ich had bten already 
~ prefented fO the houfe. As this motion involved in it numerous C~5 

again.ft . the candlla: of the war, ftated the neceIDty "r a. parliamentary in
quiry, and brought on perf anal Invectives aga.i.nft the minifter, Sir Robert 
Walpole took aconfiderable Ihare in the' debate, and was roufed to the maft 
animated aertiol15. In this !aft efiort, be. is faid by his friends to have 
exceeded himfelf, and evinced fuch a con(ununatc knowledge of fOreign af. 
fairs as aflonilhed the houk. He wu aHo ably defended by Pelbam, Win
nington, aud Sir William Yonge _ the queftion, kowevcf. would ha.ve 
been carried but for the influence of lord Hardngton, who brought over 
two Tory members, and by this means. to ufe the expreffions - of Sir Robert 
Wilmot, fu.ved the country from 'twenty.four tyrant~ \ The motion Wa.$ ne· 
gatived by a majority of only three, in. the fulleft boufe kuown for many 
yean., tor 503 me01beJ"$ voted. 

On this queftiol) c!very exertion was made by oppofitioD, and every :u't 
ufed to fecure a majority. The purport of the intended motion was not 
previoully known. The miniller was taken unawares; many of his friends 
had retired i many abfented themfe1ve~ by defigni others, teho were fent for 
in the coorCe of the debllte, declined, under "ariolls pretences, making their 
appearance, while all his opponents remained at their poru. The efforts 
were fo great on both fides, that members were brought in from the cham· 
ber of 6ckmfs. Several-voted in that condition on the fide of oppofi
tion j but fame w40 intended to have fupportcd the minific[ were pre
veo.ted £rom appearing at the divi1ion. They hAd been placed in an ad
joining ap.1.rtment belon&:ing to lord Walpole, as auditor of tbe exchequer. 
which communicated WIth the houfe. The adverfwes, aware or this falt, 
filled the keyhole of the door with dirt and rand,. which prevented their 
.admiffion into the houfe till .tlRl diywoa wu pvu t. On this occa.· 
{,on as general Churchill wu fitting next to the prince of Wales, who 
was .in 'the houCe of commons to hear the debates, I member was brought 
in who had loft the ufe of ,his limbs. "So," fays the prince, (C I fee you 
bring in the lame, the halt, and the blind, " Yes/' replie;d the general, • thCl 

. lame on, out' fide.. and the blind on your', t.'" . The fimJJ majority in faVOUl' 
of government, notwitbftandiot! aU the exertions made by the minifter, .... 
fo fure a f.gnal of his defeat, that a motion to addJdi the kiiis fur copioo of 

, 
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tho memorials.,.d letters, and other papers fent to and from the king of Ch'lptcr SQ. 
Pruffia, which had been rejt8.ed on the 18th of December, by a majority 11'P tOI1-1l1· 
of 2.4. now pa.if~ without a diviJion. . -.. . 

Lnr, of the 
ChlfllefJhllrll 
quc!holl. 

At length. on the ..28th, the oppofition finally triumphed. A queftion 
on the Chippenham eleCtion was carried againft th.e minifter. by a majority 
of one, 2.37 ~inft 136, and the party ~ined fa confidemble 'iJ1 accdIioll, 
by the defertion or abrenct of feveraJ. members of the court party, that the 
fical deciGoD of the Chippenham election' was carried againn. the nrlnilter, FLb.:I. 
by a majority of .6, 141 againft US. Walpole feemed to have antici-
patoo this event, and met it with his ufual fortitude and checrfulnefs. 'VhiJe 
the tellers were performing their office, he beckoned Sit Edward Bayntun, 
the rmmber whore return was fupparted by oppofition, to fit near him, 
fpoke to him with great complacency, animadverted on the ingratitude 
of feveral individuals who were voting ngaintt him, on whom he had conferred 
great favours, and declared he nlOuld never again fit in that houfc •. 

On the 3d of February the houfe adjourned at the king'!:. command, figni. 
tied by the chancellor. (0 the I Sth. 

On the 9th Sir Robert Walpole was crcated earl of Orford, and on the CreiltN mi-
II th he reflgned. 01 Orford. 

It is affected by a cont{"mporary hiftorian +. who polfclfed great means of Refigll' ~e.. 
information. that the minifier would have fooner retilCd, If the flate of the lutt.uul}. 
nation and of parties bad not rendered his continuance in power necefiary 
for the arrangement of a new adminiftration, and for preferving the tranquil-
lity of the country. and that he continued in office [olely in compliance 
with the willies of his friends. The papers which have been commilted 
to my infped:ion, and the undoubted information which I have received, 
enable me to contradict this affection. He retired unwillingly and flow1}': 
no ihipwrecked pliot ever clung to the rudder of & linking \'eifel with 
greater perti1l&Cily than hetJid to the "elm of fiate, an~ he did not relinqujih-
bis pod until he was drivtn from it by the defertion of his followers and 
the clamou~ of the public. Speaker Onflow, who knew fum weU, declared' 
that be reJutbntly quitted his ftation t; and if any doubt ftilJ remains, we 
ha.ve the teftimony of the minifter. U I inuft inkmu you," he obfervea in 
a letter -to the duke of Devonfhire, U that the pa.ri1e was fo g«:at sm.ong, 
wboC- W 1 call them, mJ own fricbds, that t.4ft all dod.red t""l my 
, .. iNa .... borome aalOIuttly necdlilry, as the onty means to carry oft thO' 
public bufinefs with honour and {uccc(s §." 

It 
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It has been ilio afierted with no tel', confidence, that the king hirnfelf .... as 
become wc:ary of a. mininer, who had (a long direCted his atfaif'li. who' had 
fo often oppofed and obfhuCted his indinatioll for war, and 'who was full 
endea.vouring to remove every obftacJe which impeded the return of peace. 
But the (ame documents enable me to adduce an honourable tefrimony of 
the good faith and firmnels of George the Second. Although the afperitie! 
which time and vexation occ:afioned in both their tempers. produced a mo
mentary diifatisf.lk.q;ion, ret the king had contra8:ed, by long 11abit and ex
perience of his capacity fUr bufinefs. a high regar.d anu .efteern for his long
tried cmmfcllor. In vain the earl of Wilmington and the duk~ of Dorlct 
had enforced the nec:effily of his removal. the .refolurioll of the king was 
WlJbaken, and he did not confent to his refignation until the Jninifter him
felf' m;,de it his exprefs delire". 

The interview wilen he took leave of the king was highly affetling. On 
kneeJing down to kifs hi!> Land, lhe king burft. into tears, and the ex-miniCl:er 
was fo I;lloved with that in!1:ance of regard. that he continued for fome time 
in that ponure j ~nd the king was fo touched, that he was unable to raife 
him from the ground. When llC at Jeoglh rofe. the king teftified .his 
regret for the 10fs of fa failhful ~ coun/ellor. expre{[ed his gratitude for his 
long Cervices, and his hopes of receiving advice on important occafioru t. 

When his refolution to.refign was known. he received more honours than I 

had been paid to him in the plenitude of power. His 14ft levee was more j 

numerouily attended than his fira. The concourfe of perfons of all ranks I 

and diftindions was prodigious; and their expreffions of affectionate regard : 
and concern extremely moving. 
, The ex-minifter received many proofs of difintcrefted altachmeDt from 
perfons to whom he had never (hewn a~y mark of particular attention. 
Among others. SQame Jenyns gave a teft.imony of his approbation, thus 
recorded in tbe words of his biograph9'. "Ul\k.aown to Sir Robert, and 
unconnected.with him by acquaintance or private'regard, he fupported him to 
the utmoft of his' power, till he retired from his high'fta.tion, making room for 
thofewho foon Ih.wed the loli the nation had {u{biDed by tbe fad exchange. 
After he had retired, Soame Jenyns waited upon Sir Robert at Chelfca, 
when, .among1\: other Utings which pa1fcd in converfation, lord Orford ac
koowkdged tbc [upport ~ bad giVCA him, during the time that hi: bad fitt<A 
iD ptirliament, and iD eSpmIioas of lP""t t~ I at the lime time 
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decluitig, that had thofe to whom, during bis meridian of ptn'{er, he had 
fl)ewD the greaten: friendlhip, and loaded with all the favours he could confcr 
on tbem, bl:ll borne as kind di{politions to him a:> he had don~', who had 
not been' diftinguilhed by any particular regard, he would not then have 
paid .. viiit to an cx-minifter· 0" 

The old ckrgyman of WalGnglwn, who was man.. of the firft fcbool in 
which Sir Robert Walpole was inftruded, came to Houghton, iond told 
him 'tbat he had been hi, firft maller, and bad predicted tbat he would be 
a great man. Be.ing a1ked why he never bad called. on him while he was in 
power, he a.nfwered, " I knew that you were furrounded with fo many peti
tioners craving preferment, and that you bad done fo much for Norfolk: 
people, that I did not willi to intrude." U But," he added in a drain of 
good-natured fimpliciry, " , J always inquired how Robin went 0lJ, and was 
f:1tisfied with your proceedings t ... 

• Ufc of Sctame Il!Qyn~. p. ". t From Lord. Otfw4 • 
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