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the mifunderftanding in the royal family, he attached himfelf to the fon, and Chapter 53
was fufpefted by the king of fomenting the prince’s difcontent. On this -~ 1739-
account he was fuddenly removed from the poft of groom of the ftole, angd Aemeeym—
deprived of all his employments, to the great regret of the prince, who placed
implicit confidence in him and his brother the carl of Tlay.

During the king's abfence he was much confulted by the prince; and
while he was accufed by Walpole and Town(hend of caballing with the
Tories, one of the caufes of dilguft which the king entertained againft thofe
minifters was, that they privately caballed with the duke of Argyle and his
brother *. ’

From the time of his removal he oppofed adminiftration with great acri-
mony, until he was foftened by the place of lord fteward of the houfe-
hold, which was conferred on bim in 1719. From this period he uniformly
fupported the mealures of government, although he was occafionally dif-
guited with the miniftry.

In the debates which took place on the mutder of captain Porteous. and on
the bill of pains and penalties dgainfl the provoft and city of Edinburgh,
the duke of Argyle had ftrenuoufly refifted the bill, but in this inflance he
did not confider himftlf as oppofing government, becaufe feveral, and parti-
cularly his brother, the earl of Ilay, who uniformly fupported the meafures
of adminiftration, purfued the fame condu¢t. In the courfe of thefe de-
bates however, he threw out f{everal pecvilh expreflions, teftifying his difl.ke
to all kinds of jobs, which were fuppofed to be levelled againft the minifter,
and feemed to indicate that he was diffatisfied. At the time of the rup-
ture between the king and prince of Wales, his difcontent became more
manifeft, and he finally entered the lifts of oppofition during the difcuffion
of Spanifh affairs.

It is fill undecided whether his acceffion to the fide of oppofition was
derived from the quick fight which e is faid to have poffefled when it
was time to leave a minifter, or from difguft and *difappointment, or froma
difapprobation of meafures. But whatever were the motives which influ-
enced his conduét, his defeftion was a fevere blow to the minifter. He gave
fre(h {pirits and energy to the caule of oppofition in the houfe of lords.
His violent and declamatory {peeches were calculated to make a deep im-
pr;ﬁon on the public mind, and his perfonal weight and intereft in the
hqufe of commony feduced {feveral members from the minifkerial intereft,
amongft whom was Dodington, who had long attached himfelf to the duke,,
and' looked up to him-as a fpecies of demigod.

* See Chapler 15, Th
3
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“Period VIl The averfion which the anti-minifterial party had conceived againft the

3737101742, duke of Argyfc, was now converted into refpect and love*.” He who was bit-

——— terly arraigned for his political verfatility, was now applauded for his virtue and
pattiotiim. His oppofition to the minifter cancelled at once all his former
errots, and he fuddenly became the idol of the party. Pulteney paid a high
eulogium to his great merit and exalted talents, while he was prelent in
the houfe of commons, for the purpole of hearing the debate. Speaking of
thofe who had voted again{t the convention, Pulteney obferved, ¢ They
who had the courage, Sir, to follow the diflates of their own breafts (I do
not mean to reflet on any gentleman) were difabled from farther ferving
their country in a military capacily. One exception, Sir, I know there 1s,
and I need not tell gentlemen that I have in my eye one military perfon,
great in his charaéter, great in his capacity, great in the important offices he
has difcharged, who wants nothing to make him ftill greater but to be frip-
ped of all the pofts, of all the places he now enjuys.—But that, Sir, they
dare ffot do 4.

In the common topics of oppofition, the duke of, Argyle felt no embar-
raffment, but when an accufation was brought forwards for paft tranfactions,
which had taken place during his continuance in adminiftration, in the fupport
of which he had been a&ive and zealous, he felt himfelf in an awkward fitu-
ation. It was not pofiible to reconcile his inveétive againft the minifter with
his well-known and often repeated apothegm, That all firft minifters had
been faulty, but that Sir Robert Walpole had the leaft faults of any mini-
fter with whom he had ever been concerned §. As an apology, therefore,
for his firft {fupporting, and afterwards arraigning the fame meafures, he in-

® The progrefs of party prejudice is well

leaft word to fhew it; #ha¢ was no furprife to
axeiaplified in the * Opinions of Sarah, duchefs

me.

‘white he fupported Sir Robert Wa

of Marlborough,” who entertained a firong
contempt and averfion for the duke of Argyley
» but
inftantly changed her apinion in his favour,
when the duke entered the lifts of oppofition.

# 1738.~=1t is faid the duke of Argyle is
extremely an It is 0 common faying, that
when a houle is to fall the rats go nwni; but
I doubt there is nothing of that’im this cafe,

and 1 rather think the anger muft be to bave '

fome new demind fatis
His grace has often done,
“1738.—Afrer all the
was of the duke of
""I angry with Sir Robert; every thing hss
patt fince jn the boule without his faylng the
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great ‘nolfe there

Argyle’s being irreconcil- -

# 3738-g9.~I think it is qpite {ure that the
duke of Argyle is determined, and bas thrown
awsy the fcabbard, and he ufles to have a v
quick fight when it ‘was' time to leave a mi-
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fifted that the minifter had engroffed the whole power of government, that
the privy council was excluded from all knowledge of the proceedings, and
that the meafures were only fubmitted to them for approbation, and not
for examination. He mentioned himfelf as a witnefs of the truth of this
{tatement. For although he was commander in chief, yet the knowledge of
many-material tranfaftions had been withheld from him. He f{aid that there
were two cabinet councils in the kingdom, the king had one, and the mini-
fter had another, and that the king’s knew little or nothing of what was
done in the other. He thus endeavoured to exculpate himfelf, and to
throw on the minifter the whole blame of paft tranfa®ions, which he and
his party were difpofed to arraign, as arguments for his removal.

The duke of Argyle was a warm, impetuous and animated orator. He
poflefled great fluency of language and elegance® of dition. His {peeches
were highly declamatory, and filled with affefted expreflions of candour,
conviction, and difintereftednefs. They had always a very great effect, by
appearing to be unpremeditated effufions flowing from the occafion and
adapted to the moment. They were accompanied with all the graces of elo-
cution, gefture, and dignity of manner. His eloquence was highly cele-
brated by Pope and Thomf{on *. ‘

As there was great reafon to apprehend that the court of Spain would not
fulfil her engagements, by paying the.. 95,000, the king fent a meffage to
both houlfes of parliament, expreffing hopes that they would enable him to
make fuch farther augmentations of his forces, both by fea and land, and to
concert fuch meafures as the emergency of affairs might require during
the recefs of parliament. The houfe of lords returned an addrefs, affuring
him of their fuppert. The commons refelved, that towards enabling the
king to augment his forces, if neceffary, the fum of £. 500,000 fhould be
granted. :

They alfo voted £. 60,000, which,» according to the terms of the con-
vention, were due to Spain for thé fhips taken in 1718, and this fam,
with the £.95,000, was to be applied towards making fatisfaftion to
his majefty’s injured fubjefts for their lofits. The feffion was, {oon after,

! « Argyle, the fiate’s whole thunder born to wield,
« And fhake alike the {enate and the field.”

And Them{on fays of  bifm,
# from his rich tongue
“ Pecfuafion flows, and wins'the high debate,”

clofed
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clofed by prorogation. The king’s meffage, the addrefs of the Jords, and
refolutions of the commons, were fent to Mr. Keene, who was ordered
to acquaint La Quadra, now marquis of Villariag, that this was a provi-
fional power which was thought neceflary to be given during the recefs of
parliament, fhould any emergency-occur which concerned the honour, intereft,
and fafety of the king’s dominions, and ought not to excite jealoufy,and
that the grant of the /. 60,000, to be paid by England, if Spain would
difcharge the £.935,000, within the time limited by the convention, was
a proof of the king's defign to fulfil his engagements. But this conciliat-
ing language had no effe®. The face of affairs was totally changed in Spain ;
the haughty and infulting language of the Englifh parliament and people
difgufted and provoked that fenfitive nation, and for fome time all the ac-
tions of the Spanith court fully proved their determined refolution not to
fulfil the terms of the convention. “

The Spanjth minifters made bitter remonftrances on the continuance of -
admiral Haddock’s fleet in the Mediterranean, which they confidered as in-
fulting their coafts *.

When the plenipotentiaries met, the Spanith full powers were not fo ex-
tenfive as the Britith, and the meeting was adjourned on that account.
Villarias'declared, on application beipg made from the South Sea company,
that the king of Spain would liften to no propofal on the part of the com-
pany until the £.68,000 was paid. When the plenipotentiaries met, and
the full powers were allowed to be drawn up in due form, de la Quintsna,
one of the Spanith plenipotentiaries, announced, in the name of his mafter,
that while the Britifh {quadron rermained in the Mediterranean, nograce or
Jacilities were to be expected, tha¥ the Englifh were to be treated according
to the rules of the moft rigid juftice, as the honour of the king of Spamn
would not permit any condefcenfion while fuch a fcourge hung over them.
The king of Spain himfelf, bitterly complained to Mr. Keene of the infult
offered to his honour, by the cantinuance of the Britith {quadron on his
cozft, and declared, that as the South Sea company “ refufed to pay the
£.68,000, he thought himfelf at liberty to tevoke the affiento for ne-
groes, and to feize their effeéts as an indemnification for that fum +."

After this audience, Villarias fignified to Mrt. Keené, that his mafter
confidered the peace at an end; that there was no dependence on-the pro-
mifes of the Britith court ; infited on the claim of fearching fhipé in the
American fess, and concluded By intimating, that if that claim was not

® Account of the negotiation with Spasin, Walpole Faptrse 4 Tindgl, vol. 20 p.g19.
admitted
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admitted as the bafis of future negotiations, there could be no occafion for Chapter 43,
any farther confererice ¥. This was juftly confidered as a prelude to the - 1739.
declaration of war; the moft vigorous preparations were made in England
for offenfive operations; Haddock, who was cruifing off Cadiz, was confider-
ably reinforeed ; Sir John Norris hoifted the union flag on board the Namur,
at Chatham; Sir Chaloner Ogle was ordered to the Weft Indies with a
large force, while Horace Walpole embarked for Holland to require the
quota of trpops, ftipulated by treaties in cafe of a war.
The miniftry had fent to Mr. Keene his laft inftructions, which. were, to
declare that the king infifted an a full renunciation on the part of Spain, of
all claimis of fearching Britith fhips, .as the bafis of a future treaty, and
that the honour of the Britifh crown and nation would not fuffer any farther
negotiations, but upon that condition. He likewife demanded, in very pe-
remptory terms, the immediate execution of all that had been fhipulated on
the part of Spain by the convention, and that the Britith rights to Georgia
and Carolina fhould be exprefsly acknowledged in the future treaty. He
farther obferved, that the failure of the crown of Spaia to fulfil the terms
of the convention, had given a new turn to the ftate of affairs between the
two courts, which intitled his Britannic majefty to be more peremptory, and
to rife in his demands, efpecially confidering the vaft expences which the
Spanifh breach of faith had obliged Great Britain to incur, In armaments
both by fea and land. Mr. Keene, as ufual, received an evafive anfwer, but
renewed his applications to the Spanifh miniftry, and firmly told them, that
his court had adopted a refolution of gramting their {ubjects hberty to
make reprifals on the Spanmrds, and that he was ordered to leave Spain if
e did not immediately recejve a ﬁmsfa&ory anfwer 4.
The reply amounted-to a declaration of war. The Spanifh court, fecretly
m{hgatcd by the French, eager to obtain the affiento contra&, and to become
the carriers of the Spanifh trade into the Weft Indies, rejeéted fo difhonourable
a compromlfc, and prepared for hoftilities with unufual acivity. The Brmih
cabinet iffued letters of reprifals, and Admiral Vernon was fent w:th nine
men of war to intercept the Affogue fhips in their paffage from America
to Spain, and then to reduce Porto Bello.
" The declaration of war agamﬁ Spain was reccived by all ranks and difkinc- g4, 1g.
tions of men, thh a degree of enthufiafm and | joy, wh:ch announced the ge- Declaration
peral fienzy of the mdtion. The bells were pealed in all the churches of °f "™

Tindal; vol. 20. p. 4»9. + 1bid. p. 4240
Ves. L 4 K London ;
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Padod Vi, London*; huzzas and acclamations refounded on all fides; a numeraus

1735101742, proceffion attended the heralds into the city, and the prince of Wales

S~ did not deem it a degradation to accompany it, and to {top at the door
of the Rofe Tavern, Temple Bar, and drink fuccefs to the war. Tle ftocks,
which had been fome time on fhe decline, rofe inflantaneoufly. This
unufual circumftance, at the opening of a war, was owing to the fanguine
e«pectation, that hottilitics would be carried on at the expence of the enemy.
The pofleffions of Spatn in the Weft Indies were confidered as likely to
fall "an eafy prey ta the Britith adventurers. The merchants anticipated
the monopoly of the commerce with South America, and the pofieffions of
the mines of Peru and Potofi. But thefe idle dreams of riches and conqueft
foon proved fellacious; what the minifter had. forefeen, now happzned :
England ftood fingly engaged in war without an ally.

Fhe Spanith manifefto fully juftified the condu& of Spain, ar;]cz}:med to
impartial Europes that though in the refufal to pay the £. 95,000, (h€ appeared
to be the aggreflor, the Englith were the real apgreffors, and that while affect-
Ing to comply with-the letter, they hadiviolated the f{pirit of the treaty. France
artfully availed herfelf of thefe circumftances ; while (he armed both by fea.and
knd, with a view te intimidate England, and to join Spaim, whenever a
favourable opportunity fhould eccur, fhe artfully offered her mediation to
compofe the differences, and prevailed .on the Dutch to maintain a ftate of
neutrality, by threatening them: with an army of 50,000 mien towards the
Eow Countrics, and alluring them with hopes of fharing the {poils of the
trade which the Englith carried on to Spanith America:

Condu of On rmemng the condu& of Erglmd. from the rencwal of the difputes
Boghnd:  concerning the Spanifth depredations in 1737, to the declaration of war, we
fhall not hefitate to confefs, that it was inconfiftent, unjuft, haughty, and
viplent.
. ‘The Britifh nation liftened only to ote fide of the queftion, gave implicit
credit toall thé exaggerated accounts of the cruelties- committed by the
Spaniards without due evidence, and' withéut noticing the violations of ex-
prefs treaties by the Britith traders. The difficulty of obtaining an accurate
ftatement of facts, which had paffed in the American feas, was {eldom taken.
into confideration. Inftant and full reparation far damages, not fufficiently
suthenticated, ahd always ovér-rated, was loudly and repeatedly called for.

® It is recorded, that Sig Robert Walpole, bells were ri - fog the declamtion of war,

uﬁﬁu bells ringing, inquired the camfe They now ring tkg b:lla. he replied, but they
rejoicingy, and was informed thag the, l'lllﬁ:onwux_thm nds,

"The.
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The ety of No fearch echoed from one part of thekingdom te another, and Chaper ¢.

reverberdted from London to Madrid. The common topics of juftice and
humanity were forgotten amidft the public ardour ; a general enthufiafim per-
vaded all rauks of people, and the religious crufade againft the Saracens, in
an age of bigotry and ignorance, was not profecuted with greater fervour
than the commrcial crufade againft Spain, in an enlightened century. The

crown of Spain was réviled and degraded in the eyes of Europe, by the pe--

tulance of declamatory elbquence ; impericus meflages were fent to Madrid,
and the moft baughty and irritable couwrt in Europe, provoked and infulted
bevond the poffibility of farther forbearance. .

The public conduét of the minifter is alfo liable to much animadverfion,
though from a different caufe.

Burke fays, “ 1 obferved one fault in his general proceeding. He never

manfully put forward the entirc ftrength of his canfe. He temporifed ; he .

man'aged\; and adopting very neatly the fentiments of his adverfaries, he opv,

pofed their inferences. This, for a politiesgommander, is the choice of a
weak poft. His adverfaries had the bettérof the argument, as he handled
it, not as the reafon and juftice of his caufe enabled him to manage it. |
fay this, after having feen, and with fome care examined the original docu-
ments, concerning certain important tranfa&ions of thofe times. Tbey pers
feétly fatisfied me of the extreme injuftice of that war, and of the falthood
of the colours, which, to his-own ruin, and guided by a miftaken policy,
he fuffered to be daubed over that meafure. Some years after, it was my
fortune to cohverfe with many of the principal actors ageinft that minifter,
and with thofe who principally excited that clamour. None of them, no not
one, did in the leaft defend the meafure, or attempt to juftify their conduct,
which they as freely condemned as they would have done in commenting
upon any proceeding in hiftory in which they were torally unconcerned.

i

* Thus it will be. They who ftir upxhe people to inproper defires, whether |

of peace or war, will be condemned by thumﬁlw:s They who weakly yicld.

to them, will be condernmed by hiftory *.’

Thefe obfervations are perfedtly juft; but the fagacious author dcd a0t

.fufficiently confider, and perhaps did not kndw, the:delicate fituation of the
miniftet, and. the embattaffments under which he jaBoured at this particular
junéure.  Walpole himfelf well knew the {troagth of the argumeits, which
might bave been peoduced againft the affertions of fthe minority. He wvas
aware, that.the Beifilh*whe traded to the Soush!Scas, wore prieipally

* Thoughis an s Regibide Peete, p. 23,
4 K2 engaged

1739
R

And of Wal-
pole,
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Pesiod VII. engaged in carrying of an illicit trade, and in importing and exporting
1737t0174z. illicit goods; that few of the captures were illegal; and that the Spaniards,
Ye————' though they might in fome mftances have tranfgrefled the béunds of {trict
juftice, yet in general were fufficiently vindicated by fthe conduét and beha-

jviour of the Britith traders.
f The fact was, that the nation could not hear the truth; the minds of all
men were fo inflamed with tales of cruelties, that any attempts to contra-
di& them were wholly ineffe@tual. The minifter himfelf could not venture

to queftion or decry them.

An infinuation thrown out by fome of his friends, that the Britifh fhips in
the Weft Indies carried on {muggling, contrary to treaties, and to the true
intereft of the fair trader, was received with high indignation, and reprefented”
by oppofition, as a reflection caft upon the whole body of Englith merchants

_in America®. Nor need any other proof be given of the general infatua-
tion and frenzy, which prevented the voice of truth and reafon from being
heard, than that the fable of Jenkins's ears was fully credited, and that no
one could venture to call in queftion the truth of that.abfurd ftory. He
was obliged therefore to confine the defence of the convention to the expe-
diency of the meafure, the inconveniences of war, and the advantages of
peace, with {uch general arguments as were anfwered and nullified by im-
paflioned appeals ta the feelings and honour of an injured and infulted nation,

His oppofition to the war, drew upon him odiwm and unpopularity
from all quarters. Even many of thole who voted with him from per-
fonal confiderations, were equally free in their complaints of his indolence,
want of fpirit, and averfion to vigorous meafures, for vindicating the national
honour, and chaftifing the infolence of Spanifh depredations.

rclipation of  The king was eager for war. Infpired by a martial {pirit-and natural mag-
the inz, nanimity, he was difpofed to feek reparation of injuries by military operations,
prefetably to the flower and lefs fplendid methods of negotiation.

By the death uf queen Carcline, Walpole had loft-bis principal prote&refs;
one who uuifornﬂy appreciated his counfels: and promoted his views; who
migintained in the king’s mind thefe; favourable fentiments, which thofe who

Divifions in ~ were about his perfon, were lsbouring to change. Her decea.fe gave foll
heabinet.  foope to the intrigues of a firong party.in the cabinet, who inclined for war,
"and oppofed thofe meafures which the minifter wifhed t¢:adopt!:

The duke of Newcafte was particalarly vehemént in fipporting the ton.

tents of the petition, which the merchasits had delivired to the king in 3937.

¢ Tiadal, vob 30.p. 366,
In
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Th conformity to this fatement of the grievances, he drew up an angry me~ Chapter 53,
morial, which Keene was ordered to prefent to the Spanith minifters, in 1739.
which he endeavoured to prove that the Spaniards had broken the articles in ‘gt
“feveral treaties, and particularly alluded to the treaty of 1667, This memo-

rial * was forwarded to Keene, to be prefented to the court of Madrid, and

Horace Walpole was ordered to draw up 2 fimilar one, to be prefented tor

the States General.  But the’ [agacity of Horace Walpole faw the fadt in a

very different light. He was fully fenfible that the treaty of 1857, referred

only to the trade which Great Britain was permitted to carry on to the

Spanifh dominions in Europe only, ard had no reference to the American
commerce. This opinion he reprefented with his ufval freedom, and proved

by undoubted documents -

Sir Robert Walpale adopted this mode of thinking, and objetted to New-
caftle’s memorial. But being unfupported by the king, and the other mem-
bers of the cabinet, he was compelled to withdraw his oppofition, and affent
to the meafure. Even when the convention was ratified, and the fettling of:
the difputes referred to an amicable compofition, Newcaftle .adopted the
opinions and language of oppofition, and ebferved, in a letter to the Britifh
minifter at Madnd :

“ His majefty’s view and defign 1s, that this commiffion (hould not, like
fome former ones, be drawn into length and produce no effect ; but that all
points in difpute: between the two crowns, may be thoroughly examined, and
finally fettled and adjuftedj fo that a perfect good' underftanding may be
eftablithed between the two nations ; whick is impoffible to be done, as long as
the depredations continue in amy mamer and therefore the king does expefi, that
the freedom of navigation of his [ubjes may be effeéiually fecured to them } -that
they may neither be liable to be taken -or fearched in their navigation in the Ame=
rivan feas, to and from amy part of his majefly's dominions 3.

The chancellor, lord Hardwicke, anan of moderation, good fenfe, and
candour, was of the {fame opinion with the duke of Newcafde, and fpokc
with fuch vehemence in the houfe of lords againft the depredatioms, and in
favour of cospuifory' meafures, that Walpole, whe ftood behind the . throne;
exclaimed to thole who were near him, *“ Bravo cologel Yorke, Brayp §.”—-
Lord Hamington inclined ‘to the fentiments of Newcaftls and Hardwicke.
The carl of. Wilmington was always blindly attaghed to the opiniod of the
king, and thegefore favouted the war, He repented- that he had declioed

® Keesie and Wﬂlpo& Papess, Whiuh:ﬂ, Junuary 26; 1737- -8. Walpale

Wilpole
Deke of NBE::IIIQ to Benjamin Keege, 5 Fﬂl’r‘tlﬂ dmte earl of Hardwicke.

accepting |
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accepting the employmcents which had been offered to him on the death of
George the Firft; his hopes revived on the deceale of queen Caroline’; he
afpired to the ftauon of firlt minifter, and by his fecret influence in the
v¢lofet, occafionally thwarted and counteraéted the advicg of W‘Jpo]c
The only members of the cabinet of whom Walpole was fecure, were Sir
Charles Wager, the earl of Godolphin, who had {ucceeded lord Lgn{dale in
the office of privy feal, which he retained in compliance with the “wifhes “of
the minifter, to whom he was uniformly and umolably attached, and the
duke of Devonthire, who was accafienally abfent in Ireland.
- Many meafures were alfo adopted which he did not approve, and many
.perfons appointed to commands, particularly admiral Vernon, in eppolition
to his withes. The letters of reprifal were iffued contrary to his opinion.
Newcaftle had adapted the declaration of war to the public opmiun*
in dlrc& contradiction to his known {entiments, on the bafis of princi-
ples *which held up the delay of Luﬂlimes_toitmfuu., and, as the minifter
thought, with a view to caft an odigym upon him. "The declaration had
been approved by the cabinet, and was on the point of being iffued in this
form, when @ ftrong remgnitrance of Horace W’a.lpole + to the Jord chan-
cellor, induced the fecretary of ftate to amend this important paper, *
<A (il greater [ource of difcord had been derived from the refolution of
the minifter to obtain the privy feal for lord Harvey, who bhad uniformly
proved ks attachment, and had ftrenuouily {upported his adminiftration,
by fpeeches, and by his pen. Godalphin, who had fucceeded lord Lonf-
dale in that high office, had announced his intention of retiring, but had
delayed the mﬁgnanm@t the tequeft of Walpole, until the diffjculties-which
ru&ad the nomination of Hervey could be removed. That nobleman
had, by his farcaftic and petulapt saillery, rendered himfelf fo Lighly difagree-
able to Newcaftle, that in a letter to lord chancellor Hardwicke, he obferved,
# Sir Robert Walpole and Pultengy, are not more oppofite in the houfe of
commons, than lord Hesvey gnd ¥ g1, with d to our mufual inclina-
tions to each gther, in our bpufe f , He fin m%a.‘-neprcﬁ:ﬂ,m(i the objections
to his promupion, and the il effelty wl;ch, would be derived from it. He
propofed, rather than (ubmity:that the duke of Grafton: the Jord chancellor,
his brather Mr. Pelham, and him{elf fhonld refign; and even if they fould
not accede to this meafure, avowad His relplution fingly to mtire, rather than
bear what he confidired as o, perfanal infilt. He.weds allo flrong semon-
™ q + Duke of a : ¢ s
Duke of Newcafile t;; lord Hardwicke, Duke of News gh ;k:drmwckg

Sep:en‘er. Octaber 1.4, 1736,
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frances on the fubject to Sir Robert Walpole, and a violent altercation  ehapter g3,
pafied Between them at Claremont. Notwithftanding thele pofitive decla-  * 3550,
rations, the minifter perfevered in his refolution. Lord Hervey was at length ‘v
appointed lord privy feal, ;_'nd Newecaflle, either finding his es-adjutors not Aprih 1740w
mnchined to refign in complrance with his requeft, and foftened by the chan-
cellor and his brother, fuppreffed his difgaft, and acquicfced in the nomina-
tion.

The fituation of the minifter was rendered 4ill more irkfome, by the oc- Walpole
cafional ill-humour of the king, who thwarted and counteraéted his views, at ‘t“'i"' d by
‘the very moment when he moft wanted his affiftance.  Several inftances of a alac
pertinacious refufal of the minifter’s juft requefts, appeared in the courfe of
this fummer, But one in particular, will farve to (hew the extreme em-
barraffiments under which he laboured.

Horace Walpole had ferved, with liétle interruption, in the quality of en-
voy, plenipotentiary, or embaflador from 1722 to 1739. He had performed
his functions with unremitting affiduity and addrefs ; and had rendered him-
felf eminently ufeful in the conduét of foreign affairs. He had been for fome
tune weary of his employment, and expreflcd an earneft defire to return to
England. On the death of queen Caroline, his tuation abroad became more
difficult. Contradictory orders were occafionally iffued from London and
Hanover. The opinion and advice which he freely gave, were not always
congenial to the king's German prejudices. 'He inemred difpleafure by the
franknefs with which he declared his fentiments on all occafions, and the
courage with which he oppofed the petty electoral views, which fomctit‘?cs
interfered with the grand interefts of Great Britain and Europe,. Frequent
bickerings with lord Harrington, rendered his continuance abroad more and'
more irkfome, and he refifted all the importunities of his brother, enforced
by the earpeft reprefentation of the chancellor, for whom he entertainedathe
higheft efteem,. and perfevered in his refclution to retire from he diplomatic
line. . _

The ftate of affairs, and temper of the Dutch, who were prefied by Eng-
land on one fide, and by France on_the other, required a.perfon of great abj-
lities, addrafs, and circum{pe@ion, agreeable to the leading men.of the Te-
public, well acquainted with the forms of their complicated conflitution, apd
capable of obviating the dilatorinefs of their counfels. It was neceflary alfo,
that'the fuccefor Mhould be attached to the minifter, and likely to follow
the direétions of Horace .Walpole, Such a perfon was Robert Trevor, fe
cand {Ep_d‘ lard Trevar, who had, from the,commencensent of Horace Wal«
pole's embafly, to the Hague, ferved in the capacity of private fecretargL and

B Ting
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Period vi1.  during his abfence, had aéted as chargé d'affaires. He was diflinguithed no Jefs
173710 1743, for bis difcretion than his talents, and his difpa.ches were peculiarly intereft-
ing and animated.

But the king had entertained a wiolent prejudice againft Trevor, and
though he could not with juftice or policy obje@ to his nomination, yct he
clogged his miffion with {o many difficulties as nearly prevented it, and
when thofe difficulties were finally overcome, he pdfitively refufed to confer on
him the united charater of envoy and plenipotentiary, with the falary of
cight pounds a day, but infilted that he (houkl be only appointed envoy,
with a falary of no more than five pounds. The repeated {olicitations of
Walpole, in compliance with his brother’s withes, had no effect, all his at-
tempts to perfuade the king were ineffectual.

Trevor had received from Florace Walpole apromife of his recommenda-
tion, and as he knew the affe@Qion of Sir Robert Walpole for his brother,
and believed lusinfluence all powertul in the clofet, he had confidered his ap-
poinfinent to the offices of envoy and plenipotentiary, as certain as if it had
pafied the great feal. When, therefore, the miaifter acquainted him with the
king’s inflexibility, he declined accepting the grant of envoy alone, as de-
grading to ‘himfelf, declared that, on account of the fmallnefs of his own
fortune, the falary of five pounds a day was infufficient to- maintain an efta-
blifhment, in a ftyle and manner conformable to ufage, and confonant to the
dignity of His ftation.

The minifter never felt himfelf more chagrined. He was concerned left
his'brother thould iimpute to him: a lukewarmnefs in promoting his friend,
anq procuring a poft which had been folemnly promifed. He was appre-
henfive left Trevor fhould conceive his influence over the king greafer than
#t really was, and fhould {ufpeét him of duplicity, and he was at the (ame time
convinced, that no perfon was {o proper to be-employed at the Hague. He
therefore ﬁ'ankly-rcprcfcnted his fituatjon to his brothér; he exprefied his in-
ability te prevail over the king, and intimated, that fhould Trevor decline
the appointment of envoy, the confequence would be the increafe of the
king’s difguft, and the nomination of another perfon, who might be both in-
capable of difchargtng his fun@ions, and be difagreeable to them. He there-
fore earneftly entreated his brother to obtain the acquiefcence of his friend.
His exhortation prevailed ; Frevof, at the fuggeftion of Horace Walpele,
complied, and fucceeded him at-the Hnguc. in the quality of envoy

Horece Walpole returned to England, and foon afterwards ﬂu:
place of cofferer of the houfehold for a tellerthip of the exchequer, ‘He took
no figther fhare in public hu&uﬁ,thmm giving his sfiflance to his tm:tbcr

"o
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in the management of foreign affairs, and firenuoufly fupporting his meafures  Chapter gg.
in parliament, 1739-

Thus fituated, and thus embarraffed, thwarted by the king, counteradted
by the cabinet, reviled by the nation, and compelled to dcc]a.u. war againfl Offers to re-
his own opinion, a fimple and natural queftion arifes; Why did he not re- fign.
fign ? Why did he ftill maintain a poft expofed to fo many difficulties, and
{ubject to {o much obloquy ? His intimate friends urged him to take this
Itep, when the convention was carried in the houfe of commons by a ma-
jority of 28. In faét, he did requeft the king's permiffion to refign *. + He
ftated his embarraffments: He obferved, that his oppofition to this war
would be always imputed as a crime, and that any ill fuccefs in carrying it
on would be attributed to him. The king remonftrated againft this relo-

ion, exclaiming, * Will yoy defert me in my greateft difficulties >* and re-,
Aufed to admit his reﬁgnation The minifter reiterated his withes, and the
king again impofed filence in fo authoritative a manner, that he acquieflced,
and rematned at the helm,

But his compliance with the king's commands is by no means fufficient
for his juftification. Had he come forward on this occafion, and declared that
he had oppofed the war as unjuft, and contrary to the interefts of his coun-
try, but finding that the voice of the people was clamorous for hoftilitics, he
had therefore quitted a ftation which he could not preferve with dignity, as
he was unwilling to condu& the helm of government, when he could ot
guide it at his own difcretion, and to be refponfible for meafures which he
did not approve: Had he atted this noble and dignified part, he would
have rifen in the opinion of his own age, and have fecured the applaufe of
pofterity.

The confequence of his continuance in office was repeated mortifications
from thofe with whom he aéted, and infults from thofe who oppofed him,
and that in lefs than two years from this pcrlod he was reduced to u com-
pulfory refignation,

The truth is, that he had neither refolution or inclination to perfevere in
a facrifice which circumftances feemed to require, and to quit a {tation which
Jong poffeflion had endeared to him. But minifters are but men ; human na-
ture does not reach to perfeftion; and who ever quitted power without a
figh, or looked back ta it without regret ?

* Coreefpondence between Horace Walpole and Btough. Walpole and Etough Paper,
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-FOURTH:
1739—1741,

Meeting of Parliament.—Retwin of the Seceders.—Efforts of Oppofition.—Em-
barrafJments of Walpole —Supplies.—Captwre of Porto-Bello—Expedition lo
America— Altercations in the Cabmet.— Foreign Affun s—Death of the King
of Prufia—Of the Emperor.— litvafivu of Silefia.

HE declaration of war rendered it neceffary that the parliament
fhould be afftmbled at an earlier fealon than ufual. The king, in his
fpeech fiom the thioue, 1poke a language wluch could net have been ftroager,
had 1t been ditated by oppofinon,  In the opuning, he obferved, * The
prefent pofture of ouraftairs bas obliged me to call you together at this time,
fooner than has been ufual of late years, that I may have the immediate ad-
vice and afliflance of my parlament, at this critical and important conjunc-
ture. 1 have, in all my proccedings with the court of Spatn, acted agree-
ably to the fenfe of both boufes, and therefore I can make no doubt, but I
fhall mcet with a ready and wigorous fupport in this juft and neceflary war,
which the repeated injurics and violence committed by that nation upon the
nayigation and commerce of thefe kingdoms, and their obftinacy and notorious
violation of the moft folemn engagements, have rendered unavoidable.”
He then mentioned the augmentation of his forces, and the confidence he

. had in being furmfhed with the neceflary {fupplies. After aldverting to the

heats and animofities which had, with the greateft indufiry, been fomented
throughout the kingdom, and had chiefly encouraged the proceedings of the
court of Spair, he concluded by obferving, “ Union among all thofe who
have nothing at heart but the true intereft of Great Britain, and a becoming
zeal in the defence of my kingdoms, and in the fupport of the common
caufe of our country, with as general a concurrence in carrying on the war, as
there has appeared for engaging 1 1t, will make the court of Spain repent
the wrongs they have done us ; and convince thofe, who mean the fubverfion
of the prefent eftablithment, that this nation is deteriined, and able, both
to vikdicate their ispared honour, and to defengd themfelves againft all our
open and fecret €riemies, both at home and abroad *.”

® Journals. Chandler. :
n
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In the houfe of lords, the addrefs paffed, though not without much al-  Chapter g4.
tercation from the peers in oppofition, at the mention of heats and animo- 1p3gt01741
fities, almoft without a divifion, and on a divifion, the numbers were 68 ‘———vs
againft 41 *. ; o La g

In the commons it occafioned a warm and violent debate, which did not ngyember.
fo much relate to the fubjet of the addrefs, as to the return of the feceding  Of the com-
members to their duty, Mr. Archer having moved the addrefs, which was mons
as ufual the echo of the {peech, Pultency began by vindicating the fe-
ceffion. He enforced the neceffity of that meafure, for the purpofe of clear-
ing their chara&ers to pofterity, from the imputation of fitting in an al-

{fembly, where a determined majority gave a fan&ion to meafures evidently
difgraceful to the king and the nation. * This flep,” he faid, ¢ however
it has been hitherto cenfurell, will I, hope, for the future, be treated in a
different manner, for it is fully juftified by the declaratioa of war, fo uni-
verfally approved, that aoy farther vindication will’ be ['upcrﬂunus There
1s not an affertion maintained in it, that wag not, almoft in the fame words,
infited upon by thofe who oppofed the convention. Since that time,
there has not one cvent happened that was hot then forefeen and foretold.
But give me lcave to fay, Sir, that though the treatment which we have fince
reccived from the court of Spain, may have {welled the account, yet jt has
furnifhed us with no new reafons for declaring war; the fame provocations
have only been repeated, and nothing but longer patience has added to the
juftice of our caufe. The fame violation of treaties, the fame inftances of
injuitice and barbarity, the {fame difregard to the law of nations, which are
laid down as the reafons of this declaration, were then too flagrant to be de-
nied, and too contemptuous to be borne. Nor can any one reafon be
alledged for juftifying our going to war now, that was ngt of equal force
before the convention. After that was ratified, and after the addrefs of
parliament ta his majefty on that head, there was indecd forge fort of pre~
text for not commencing hoftilities, becaule you had laid yourfelves under a
kind of obhgatton, to fee if the court of Spain would fulfil their part of the
ftipulations ; but this was a reafon that could have no place before that con-
duct was entered into and approved. It is therefore cvident, that if the war
be now neceflary, it was. neceflary before the convention. Of this ncceffity
the . geatlemen (known, however improperly, by the name of’ Seceders) were
then fully conwiuced. They faw, inftead of that ardour of refentment, and
that'zeat for the honour of Britain, which fuch indignities ought to have

* Lords’ Debates,
4 L2 pmduced.
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Petiod VIT. produced, nothing but meannefs, and tamenefs, and {ubmiffion ; and their

1737101743, natural confequences, a low, temporary expedient, a {hameful €onvention ;

=’ a convention, which had the Spaniards not madly broken it, muft have ended
in our ruin, muft have thrown our own navigation into the hands of our
encmies.  To fuch a conduét as this they could give no fan&ion; they faw
that all oppofition was ineffectyal, and that their prefence was only made ufe
of, that what was already detcrmined might be ratified by the plaufible ap-
pearance of a fair debate. "They therefore feceded, if that word muft be ufed
on this occafion, and refufed to countenance mcafures which they could
neither approve nor defeat.

“ The ftate of affairs is now changed; the meafures of the miniftry are
now altered ; and the fame regard for the lionour and welfare of their coun-
t1y, that determined thefe gentlemen to withdraw their countenance from
fuch a conduét as they thougl had a tendency to deftroy them, the fame-has
brought them hither once more, to give their advice and affiftance in thofe
meafures, which they then poialtgd out, as the only means of afferting and
retrieving them.”  Ide then obfeived, that the only method to preferve the
trade. and navigation of Giecat Britain {rom any future violation, was to at-
tack the Spanifh fettlements in the Weft Indies, and to prevent any minifter
from giving up our conquefts, under any pretence whatfoever; declared his
readinets to {upport miniftry in carrying on the war with vigour and advan-
tage ; cxpnﬁ‘cd his wifHes, that no mention had been made of heats and ani-
mofities in the king's {peech, and thought that the dignity and reputation of
the houfe would be confulted, # the addrefs fhould take no notice of that
claufe in the [peech *.

To this Sir Rohert Waipole replied :  After what paffed laft feffion,
and after the repeated declarations of the honourable gentleman who fpoke
laft, and his friends, 1 little expected that we fhould have this feflion been
again favoured, with their company. Iam always pleafed, Sir, when I fee
gentlemen in the way of their duty, and glad that thefe gentlemen have re-
turned to their's ; though, to fay the truth, I was in no great concern left the
{ervice either of his majefty or the nation fhould {uffer by their abfence. I
beliéve the nation is generally fenfible, that the many ufeful and popular acts
which pafitd towards the end of laft feffion, were greatly forwarded and fa-
cilitated by the feceffion of thefe gentlemen, and if they are returned only to
oppole and perplex, I (hall not at all be forry if they fecede again, |

“ The honourable gentleman who fpoke Jaft faid, that they took this ftep,

* Chandler,
becaufe:
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becaufc he and his friends conceived that meafures were purfued which Chapter gy
tended to ruin the honour and intereft of this nation, and that they have 1739t0174t,
returned to their duty, becaufe thefe meafures are now at an end, Sir, I
don't remember any one ftep which was taken in the whole of our tranfic-
tions with Spain, and has not been fully canvaffed in parliamerit, and as fully
approved. The parliament can beft judge what is fit or not fit to e done,
and while I have the honour of bearing any fhare in the adminiftration, I
fhall think myfelf fafe, and my ations compleatly juflified, it they are, after
mature deliberation, approved by a Britith parliunent. The f{tale arga-
ment of corruption never fhall have any weight with me; it has been the
_common refuge of the difappointed and difaffected cver fince government had
a being ; and it is an accufation, that like all other charges, though unfup--
ported by proof, if advanced againft the beft and moit difintercfted admi-
niflration, and pufhed with & becoming violence, a pretended zcal for the
public good, will never fail to meet applaufe among the populace. T can--
not, however, believe that the honourable gentleman and his fricnds, have
found any reafon' to boaft of the effeéts produced by their feceffion upon
the minds of the people, for it was a very new way of defending the interefts
of their conftituents, to defert them when they apprehended them to be en-
dangered. I fhould not have touched fo much upon this fubjeé, had T not
_becn in a manner called upon to do it, by what fell from the honourable
gentleman who {poke laft. 1 (hall now proceed to take fome notice of what
he further advanced.

* The declaration of war againft Spain, is neither more nor lefs than the
conftsjuence, which the king again and again informed this houfe, would arife
from the Spaniards perfifting in their refufal to do-jultice to his injured
{ubjeéts ; and what the honourable gentleman has faid upon that head,
amounts to nothing morc than.that, after the Spaniards had ablolutely refufed
to do that juftice, his majefty proceeded to thofe meafures which he had
then more than once promifed to take. I am forry that«the honourable
gentlcmzin fLould fo far diftruft the royal affurances, as rather to abfent
himfelf from bhis duty as a member of this houfe, than put any confidence in
his majefly’s promife. But give me leave to fay Sir, that, from the well
known charater of his majeity, this declaration of war is’no more than what
the honourable gentleman and his friends had not only reafon, but a right
to expect, even at the time of their feceffion, if the continued. injuftice of
the court of Spain fhould make it neceffary to have recourfe to arms. So
that upon the whole, I peither fee how his majefty’s not iffuing this declara-
tion of war, when they were pleafed to require ir, was a good reafon for their

running
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running from their duty ; nor how its being iffued at laft is any apology fo!
their return *."

After a few refletions on the impropriety of Pulteney’s propofals, and
fome obfervations by Sir John Barnaid on the want of convoys, which
were anfwered by Sir Charles Wager, the addrefs was carricd without a di-
vifion,

The conduét of the minifter during this whole feffion, proved the extreme
embarrafiments under which he laboured, the little dependence he could ge-
ndrally place on thofe who fupported him, and the effe&t which the public
voice had upon the decifions of the commons.

When Pulteriey moved to bring in the bill for the fecurity of trade and
cncduragement of feamen, which had been thrown out laft feffion by the
exertions of the minifter, he oppofed it with much warmth, and de-
manded that the meafure (hould be poftponcd for the purpofe of taking it
into confideration . On the firft reading, however, he did not venture to
continue his oppofition, and after a flight animadverfion by Horace Walpole,
it pafled without a divifion. Although the minifter appreciated the injuftice of
depriving the public of all thare in the prize money, and of annthilating at
once a great fource of revenue, which might affift government in carrying on
the war, yet he dreaded to refift {o popular a meafure, and to offend the
nauy of England.

The agreement of the minifter to the war, and the vigorous manner in
which 1t was conduéted, diftrefled oppofition, by taking from them the
moft popular topic of declamation and obloquy. They endeavoured, there-
fore, to introduce motions of {o violent a tendency, as fhould preclude all
hopes of a reconciliation with Spain; trufting that the minifter would op-
pofe them as being contraditory to his pacific {yftem, and would by that
refiftance increafe the national averfion. Accordingly, Sir William Wynd-
ham, after a violent Philippic againft admini[h‘ation, moved for an ad-
drefs, teftifying a refolution to fuppert the king in the profecution of the
war, and befeeching Rim “ never to admit of any treaty of peace with Spain,
unlefs the acknowledgment of our natural and indubitable right to-navigate
in the American feas, to and from any part of his majefty’s dominions, with-
out being fearched, vifited, or ftopped, under any pretence whatfoever, fhall
have been firft obtained, as a preliminury thereto 1.”

As the tendemiey of this motion 'wds well underffood by the minifter, and
ay it was made with the hopes of being rejeted, he difappoiated their views,

® Chandler, 4 Ibid. $ Journals, Tiodal
After
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After bricfly vindicating his condu& from the reproaches of Sir William
Wyndham, he declared that he was the firft to agree to the motion, and it
accordingly paffed, without a diffenting voice. The concurrence of the lords
being obtained, the addrefs was accordingly prefented by both houfes.

When the place bill was brought before the houfe, the miiifler departed
from his ufual cuftom, of giving only his filent vote ; he fpoke againt it with
great ftrength of argument.  All his efforts, however, could only procure a
fmall majority of 16, 222 againft 206 *. The caufe of this numerous mi-
nority, was principally owing to the approach of a general clection, whith
influenced many who fayoured adminiftration, to votc for the queftion.

The efforts of oppofition compelled him to relinquifh a bill, to which he
had paid confiderable attention, and which he thought effentially neceffary
for the {peedy cquipment of the fleet. Government felt fenfible inconve-
niences from their inability to man their fhips of war. According to an
account given in laft year, upon a medivm no more than twenty-one thou-
fand five hundred and fixteen feamen had begn muftered on board the royal
navy, from the 31t of December 1738 to the 31ft of December 1739.  The
public clamour at the fame time, on account of the numerous captures made
by the Spaniards, hourly increafing, produced many warm petitiops and remon-
ftrances. The method of imprefling, ferved only to increale the difcontent
of the merchants, who were perpetually plying both houfes of parliament
with complaints that their trade was negleted. The matter was therefore
referred to a committee, who found invincible ebftacles in their endeavours
to remedy the inconvenience any other way, than by cftahli{hing a general
regifler of all feamen and watermen capable of fervice. A bill to'this effect
was accordingly prefented to the houfe by Sir Charles Wager .

The oppofition fairly allowed the expediency of the bill, but expatiated
with great effe@ on the hardfhips which it would entail upon the feaman,
who muft appear whenever fummoned, at all hazards, whatever might be the
circumftances of his family, or the ftate of his private affalrs; he muft, in
many cafes, expofe himfelf to the penaities of the aét, or leave his family at
a time when his affiftance and direttion are abfolutely neceffary. He muft,
if he fhould by any misfortune or negligence, be encumbered with debt,
either fall under the diftreffes which the breach of this law would bring upon
him, or lie at the mercy of his creditors, perhaps exafperated by long dil-
appointments, or by long pra&ice of feverity hardened in oppreffion.

. {_amndsa Chandler, vol. 71, whete fee Walpole's admirable f;hech on the accafion, p. 233.
4 Tindal, p. 450, Chancller.
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[Period VIL. Pulieney propofed to defer the fecond reading a few days, and to ptint the
373710 1742. bill for the confideration of the houfe.

Dropped.

To thefc arguments the minifter replied, by déclaring that the irprefs
of fenmcn. to which government muft alwaya have recourfe in times of
emergency, was neither eligible or legal, that it was ineffetual and infufficient
for the attainment of its end ; that the delay in procuring failors at the com-
mencement of a war, was & general grievance and a great obftruétion tooffenfive
operations, and to the acquifition of conquefts which would be eafy at firft,
but afterwards became difficult. “ While we are publifhiag proclamations,” he
faid, “ ifluing warrants for impreffts, and gleaning up our failors by fingle
men, our {ecrets are betrayed, and our enterprizes defeated.” He did not,
however, objeét to the propofal for printing the bill, and delaying the fecond
reading a proper time, which was ordered accordingly.

During this fufpenfion, great outcry was raifed againgt the bill, as founded
on 1~rench edicts, and as tending to thc introduction of French meafures and
French defpotifm, and the reftritions which it would have impofed on the
failors, which were not inconfiderable, were as ufual magnified and ex-
aggerated. The public mind was inflamed to fuch a degree, that when the
bill was prefented to be read a fecond time, it was received with a filent
horror, as a tranfcript of the French ediét for the fame purport, and tending
to enflave the moft ufeful body of men in the kingdom. Sir Charles Wager
and Sir John Norris, wha had prepared the bill, candidly admitted the charge,
that it was founded on & fimilar ordinance, but declared that it was the only
expedient which they could devife, to effect the purpofe for which it was
defigned,® The minifter, however, was difinclined to fupport a bill, againft
which fuch ftrong objeftions were made. He was theréfore one of the
firft to fuggeft the propriety of dropping it, and it was accordingly rejeéted.
“ A motion was then made for the houf¥ to refolve itfelf into a committee
the Monday following, to confidler of the heads of a bill, for the further and
hetter encouragement of feamen to enter into his majefty’s fervice ; but this
refolution, however wéll intended,.never produced the defired cffe@, though
it feemed to be agreed upon by Bll parties, that = regifter was abfolutely
neceflary 3 and the firfy refolution which tlie committee came to, March the
1 3th, was, that a voluatary regifter of feamen would be of great utility to the
Kingdom *,"

. Tindai vol, 2o, P, 441, Bir Therles obftinmely contefted, Some exceptionndla

Uager introduced a Hoallar bill in the nkxt claules were correfted, apd feyezal ymendments
‘efiion, thangh with an altmﬁen of the moft  made ; after  long dnd well l'oujh{ tppofizion,
amptlonublu parts. Bvery poragraph wae it pafled by 155 agsint 79



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 633

The opponeats of the minifter, {fenfible that he was not adequately fup- Chapter 5}.
ported, preficd him with motions tending to increafe his embarrafiment. 789101741
Some prizes having been taken by the Spaniards, a motion was made in the m
houfe of commons, “ For a lift of fhips of war employed as cruizers, Yor the cruizers.
prote@ion of trade on this fide Cape Finifterre, fince the toth of July laft, March 23
diftinguithing the time each fhip was ofdered to remain, and the time fuch
[hip did actually remain on f{uch cruize, together with the reafons of her
returning to any port of this kingdom.” But as the rejection of this motion
was highly arraigned, the minifter agreed the following day to addrefs the
king ¢ to give direftions, that befides the fhips of war employed againft the
cnemy, a {ufficient number of fhips may be appointed to cruize in proper
ftations, for the effetual prote@tion of trade.” The public was extremely
furprifed that the miniftry fuffered this motion to pafs, as it carried an
oblique reflection upon themfelves. But the truth was, that about this
time, both the French and Dutch, under pretext of neutrality, had com-
menced carriers to the Spaniards, and upon being (topped and vifited by
the Britith fhips, had made ftrong complaints that fuch practices were not
warranted by the laws of nations, or by treatics. The court of England in
anfwer, told them, that their complaints fhould be examined, but chole to
leave it to the parliament, to exprels the fenfe of the public, in a matter
that {o nearly touched the national intereft. When the addrels was pre-
fented, the king replied, *¢ All poffible care has been taken in carrying on
the war againft Spain, in the moft proper and effectual manner, and at the
fame time, for protecting the trade of my fubjeéts ; and you may be aflured,
that the fame care fhall be continued.” In confequence of this addrefs,
however, the building of twenty guo fhips to a¢t againft the enemy's pri-
vateers, was haftened, and fix fthips of war, and ftore fnips were fent to re-
inforce admiral Haddock in the Mediterranean. .

But a ftill more dangerous mealurg was enforced by the oppofition, which Petition
I hall give in the words of the contemporary hiftorian o often quated. :ﬁfﬂ:fg;["
“ An embargo upon all fhipping, except coafters, had continued, by order
of the lords of the admiralty, from the 1ft of February to.the. 28k .of
Marchy when a petition from the merchants and owners of thips, and d¢hers
concerned in manufactures and commerce, was fent to the houfe of conir
mons, complaining of the great hardfhips the continuance of the embarge
brought upon trade in, general; and containing fome infinuations as if i
had been continued through wantonne(s. The falt was, that the petitioners
lad been among(t the loudeft in the outcry raifed againfl government

Vor. I 4+ M for
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Rerisd VIT.  for not protedting their trade; and ds that clamour increafed, the neceflity
"3" 01743 of employing more feamen increasd likewife, The lords of the admirity

Supplics,

Bounties,

had employed every fair means in their power to procure feamner, but with-
out (Hecefs, till they were reduced to the difagreeable alternative of either
impofing the embargo, or permitting thé fervice of the public to fuffer. To
giwve all the eafe, however, in their power to trade, they foon took off the
embargo on foreign fhips, and acquainted the mafters of Britifh (hips,
that they were willing to rake it off entirely, if every mafter, or merchant, or
owner of a fhip, would, in proportion to thetr number of hands, contribute
to the fupply of the navy. Though nothing could be more reafonable, and
indeed, neceflary, than this condudl, yet it was reprefented, in the antimi-
nifterial {peeches and writings, as an intolerable oppreffion upon commercé,
‘ealculated with a view to make the cityof London, and the trading part of
the nation, weary of the war. The miniftry, however, did not think fit to
comply with the prayer of the petition, which was, to be heard by counfel
againft the embargo. They very jultly thought, that to admit counfel on
fuch a head, was ftripping his majefty and the government of one of their
mofl unqueftionable prerogatives ; and the motion was therefore reje&ed by
& majority of 166 againft g5. This (cafonable firmnefs of the goverfiment
was attended with very good effe@s; for the tnerchants, at laft, agreed to
carry one third of their crew land{men, and to furnifh one mar in four to
the king’s fhips; upon which condition their fhips had prote&ions granted
them, and about the 14th of April, the embargo was taken off from all mer-
chants (hips in the ports of Great Britain and-Ireland outward bound *.”
Almeft the only propofals of the minifter which the minority did not
refift, were thofe which related to fupplies. In this inftance, they were as
liberal in granting the public money, as if theyhad forgotten their own
repeated affertions, that the natioa had been (o much impoverifhed by Wal-
pole, that it could not bear any fasthes burthens. The land tax was mifed
to four &ﬂinge in the ponad ; twelve hundred thoufand pounds were taken
from the finking fund, and the whole amount of the fupples came to

k- 40594722
Many excelleat laws in favour of commesce and navigation were pafied

.during this-Teflion, and premiums wire continued foy the importation of

safls, pitch, and tar ; for encouragipg the Greenland fifhiery, by allowing ah
additional boumty to ﬂl{bqanﬂnydmthewﬂkﬁﬂlﬂydmtbah
Wad for proteftivg the men from belng imprefied.

' Tiodal, wol. z0. p. 4356
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Not long before the prorogation of parliament, the news of the cap. Chbapter g¢i
ture of Porto Bello, by Vernon, reached London; and as the admiral was #739to174x
ftrongly fupported by oppofition, and confidered as perfonally obnoxious Cm
to the minifter, o favourable an opportumty of diftrefling him, was not Porto Bello.
omitted, During the public rejoicings, the houfe of lords fent an addrefs
to the commons for their concurrence, in which they congtatulated the Maxch.
king on the glorious fuccefs of his arms under the command of admiral
Vernon, by taking Porto Bello with only fix fhips of war. When the ad.
drefs was brought to the commons, the words, with fix fhips of war only,
were omitted. “ But feveral of Vernon’s friends, who had heard hun de-
clare in the houfe, that he could take Porto Bello with that force, infifted
wpon the infertion of thofe words. They were oppofed by the fow of the
minifterial party who were in the houfe, who thought they conveved
a reproachful infinuation againft the memory of admiral Hofier, and
could only ferve to revive the amimofities of the public; but the addition
being infifted upen, it was carried by 36 againtt 31, and being agreed to by
the peers, was prefented-accordingly,” It is juflly obferved by Tindal, « A
Roman conful, after reducing a province, never recetved greater marks of
public applaufe from his country,- than admiral Vernon did upon the demo-
lition of Porto Bello. His name, not only amongit the lower, but the moit
diftinguifhed ranks, became proverbtal for courage ; his exploit was exagge-
rated beyond meafure ; meanings were {uggefted that never were intended,
and confequences were drawn that never followed. The oppofition, whe
counted wpon Vernon as a creature of thewr own prcfcrring, refolved to avail
themfelves ef his name, and fome of their heads entered into a correfpond-
ence with him, which has been fince publithed, and in which they reprefent-
ed the minifter and his friends, as fecret encraies to his perfon and fusceefs,
and themfzlves as the patrons of his glory, and the fureties for his condud
to the public. A man of Vernon’s warm conflitution and refentful temper
could not but be affe@ed with thofe repsefentations which he thougfit came
from his friends ; and he conceived 2 deep diflike to every perfon employed,
and every meafure concerted for the public fervice, becaufe ke thougbt, all
came from the minifter or his friends; and ihdéed, moft of the terrible mif-
fortunes that afterwards attended the Britith arms in America; were owing to
his-inviocible prepofic "

As expegition was peepared to intercept the Spuulh ﬁeet wihich was Expeditions
ready to fail fram Ferzol 5 the command was given to Sir J'chn Norris, and 10 America,

* Tindal, vol so. pv 436,
fedct 4 M2 the



636

MEMOIRS OF
the duke of Cumberland ferved on board the Victory as a volunteer. The

1741%1742. accident of two fhips running foul, and the pretvalence ‘of contrary winds,

fruftrated the objet of the armament, and they were obliged to remain
in Torbay, till intelligence was received that the Spanifh fieet had pro-

ceeded for America. A fmall fquadron, commanded by commodore An-

fon, failed for the South Sea, and to affift Verhon. But the greateft expec-
tation was cxcited by a formidable fleet of feven and twenty fhips of the
line, befides trigates, fire (hips, bomb ketches, and tenders, equipped for the
attack of the northern coaft of New Spain, which failed- under Sir Chaloner
Ogle. In the Weft Indies they joined Vernon, who affumed the command;
and united to this formidable fleet, his own {uccefsful fquadron. The troops
on board were commanded by lord Cathcart, but he unfortnnately died at
Dominica, and was fucceceded by general Wentwortly, between whom and
the admiral an implacable animofity fubfifted. To this is alcribed the
failure of the enterprize, though, undoubtedly, many patural caufes of fick-
nefs, and bad weather, materially co-operated. The reftraint the com-
manders felt in alking, from their uncertainty with refpect to the intentions
of the French, who had a ftrong fquadron in thofe feas under the marquis
d'Antin, and wha ufed every artifice and finefle they thought themfelves
lafe in difplaying, was alfo a principal caufe of the ill fuccefs. Vernon made
an attempt on Carthagena, which with all the force he poffeffed, and the ad-
vantage of being reftrained by no f{pecific orders, was unfuccefsful and in-
glorious. The captures which were made at fea, far from having a good
effedt, created animofities between the foldiers and failors. Sicknefs raged,
and a great mortality prevailed ; an unfuccefsful attempt on the Mland of
Cuba, completed the chagrin, difappointment and impatience of the men;
and this powerful fleet, the operations of which had fixed thc attention of
all Europe, and made the friends of Spain defpair of her empire in the New
World, returned to England without having perforrued any thing to com-
penfate for the expence of its equipment *.

No# to interrupt the thread of the narrative, F have thus brought down
the account of thefe expeditions, the failure of which drew fo much unme-
rited cenfure on the adminiffrasion of Walpole, to-a.period pofierior to the
events immediately under confideration.

Soon after the' prorogation of parligment, and the King's dcpanum'ﬂt

. Hanover, the ‘divifion in the cabinet increafed to fo high a. degree,

that at one time, the continuangs of Walpole and Newcaftle in office

¥. Tiddal,
feemed
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feemed mcompatible ; and it appears that Walpole, notwithftanding the ap- Chapter 54
proach of 1 new parliament, bad relolved to obtain his difmiffion, even in 1739t 1741,
the king’s abfence. A temporary reconciliation was, however, effected, by
the intervention of Horace Walpole, Pelham, and lord Hardwicke, ang
pmmil‘cs were made on bogh fides to act with renewed cordiality, But the
promifes of ftatefmen are fickle,-and foon forgotten. Althiough a diffolution
‘of the miniftry was prevented, yet the fame jealoufy ftill fubfifted. The
moft violent and indecorous altercations took place at the mepting of the
lords of regency ; and after the return of the king, even in the antichamber.
Wilpole feems occafionally to have lofl his ufual moderation and good temn-
per, and to have adopted the peevifh fretfulnefs of Newecaftle.,

It was the objeét of Newcaftle to fend all the fhips which could be fp'tred
to America, for the purpofe of enfuring fuccefs to the expedition in that
quarter. Walpole thought that the affairs of Europe were too muck facri-
ficed to thofe of America, and was apprehenfive left the coaft of England
fhould be left expofed. The Grafton, a fhip of 70 guns, being difa-
bled from going to the Weft Indics, it was propofed in the council of re-
gency, to fend the Salifbury, a 6o gun fhip, in her room. To this
the minifter objeéted, and peevilhly exclaimed, *“ What, may not one poor
fhip be left at home > Muft every accident be rifqued for the Weft Indies,
and no confideration paid to this country ?”” Newcaftle having replied, that
the number of Sir Chaloner Ogle’s fquadron ought not to be diminifhed,
~Walpole made a long {pecch, in the courfe of which, he exclaimed with great

/ heat, “ 1 oppofe nothing, 1 give into every thing, am faid to do every thing,
am to anfwer for evexy thing, and yet, God knows, I dare not dowhat1 think
right. Jam of opinion for having more (hips of Sir Chaloner Ogle's {quadron
behind ; but I dare not, 1 will nat, make any alteration ;" and when the arch-
bllhop of Canterbury propofed that the matter fhould be taken into confide-
sation another day, he oppofed it, and faid, “ Let them B0, let them go *.”

But a {cene of {till more petulant alfercation took place {oon after the kings
return from Hanover. A difference of opinion had prevailed in the cabinet,
Loncernmg the mode of applying to the courts of Vienna, Berlin, and Peter{-
burgh, in which the fentiments of Walpole had been over-ruled, and he
buterly complained to the king, that the divifions of the cabinet obftruted

ic bufi nefs.  In the next audience, the king remonftrated with the duke
£ Nowcaftle and I-Ia.rr}ngtqn ; and faid, ** As to the bufinefs in parliament,

1&: nat valug the oppofition, if all my fervants a& together, and are united;

& The duke of Newcaftle to lord Hardwicke, O&aber 1, 1740. Hardwicke Papes.
But
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but 1f they thwart one another, and create difficulties in tranfa&ing pubhc
bufinefs, then indeed it will be another cafe.”” Coming ot of ‘the clofet,
+the duke met Walpole, and mentioned the difagreeable expreffions which he
‘had- juft heard, infinuating, in reproachful language, that they had been
adopted at his .fuggeftion. Walpole denied the mmputation, though he
acknowledged that he agreed in the fentiment. Newcaftle faid, *“ When

“ meafures are agreed amongtt us, it is very right that every body fhould fup-

port them, but not to have the liberty of giving one's opinion before they
are agreed, is very wrong.” Walpole indignantly replied, *“ What do you
mean ? The war is your's—You have had the conduét of it—I with you
joy of it.” The duke denied the fa&, and they parted in mutual difguft *.

The fituation of continental affairs was not fuch as to compenfate for the
mifcarriages in America, or to aflift in compofing the growing fcuds in the
cabinet.

An appaient harmony and good underftanding had continued between
the courts of Verfailles and St. James’s, during the progrefs of the negotia-
tion which terminated in the peace between the Emperor and the allies.
Fleury and Walpole, both anxious to maintain tranquillity, courted each other
with affected expreffions of good will and amity; and lord Waldegrave, the
channel of their mutual intercourfe, ably feconded the views of the Britith
minifter. The difmiffion of Chauvelin, which had been chiefly occafioned
or precipitated by the reprefentations of Waldegrave, did not render the
French cabinet infrinfically more favourable to England. Amelot, who
fugceeded him, was of a pliant difpofition, and wholly {ubfervient to Fleury.
The two nations were as oppofite in their political fentiments, as their fhores
to each other4. During the progrefs of the difputes with Spain, Fleury
affected to at a conciliating part, and tendered his good offices ; but when
the rupture took place, the French, however inclined to aflift Spain, were
not, from the decline of their naval force, in a candition to come forward
with effeft and gnergy. But when Flevry, defiving fond expeations from
the pacific fentiments of Wﬁlpnh, attempted to intimidate England, by de-
claring that any conquefts in Spanith America thould be the fignal of im-
mediate hoftifities, and would imevitably bring on a general war in Europe,
the Britith cabinet fpumned at thefe menaces, and continwed the expedi-
tions to the Weft Imhes Algrmed at tivis uncxpe&ed firmnefs, Flenry anxie
oufly propofed the mediation of Frante, and cven gffersd to fecure the paj-
meént of the £. gg,wn,whmhthulhgofSpdn refufed to liquidsen

o The duke of Newcafls té lord Hardwiche, Ocber 35, 1
¢ Liaow Litsacibms consstie i

But
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Bat fuch was the temper of the Englifli nation, and {uch the rancdur againft
Spain, that the minifter, hewever well inclined to an accommodation, could
a;at venture to liften to any propofal of peace, and the mediation was de-
clined.

The French cabinet forefeeing, that if no compromife was, effeled, hol-
tilies were inevitable, ¢oncluded, in the midft of their amicable overtures to
Eagland, a family compat with Spain, laboured in every part of Europe
to form alliances, and to jfolate England from the continent. They in-
fluenced, either in a direct or indire@ manner, the wavering and pufillanimous
counfels of the Dutch republic, who weakly confidered the Spanifh war as
foreign to their interefts as a difpute between Nadir Shah and the Great
Mogul., They governed Sweden, and directed the Porte; {wayed the Im-
perial cabinet, and gave an.impulfe to moft of the German princes.

Walpole, aware of thefe intrigues and efforts, counteracted them.by fimilar
exertions. Subfidiary treaties were made with Denmark, and with the king of
Sweden, as Landgrave of Hefle Cafiel, by which 6,000 Danes and 6,060
Heflians were to be held in readinefs to be taken into Britifh pay. Trevor, who
had fucceeded Horace Walpole at the Hague, ftrained every nerve to'roufe
the Dutch from their fupinenefs and apathy. The Britith minifter at St. Pe-
terfburgh, acquired an afcendency in the Ruffian cabinet, and Robinfon fuc-
ceeded in rouzing the Emperor to a fenfe of the difgraceful fituation into
which he had been plunged by the afcendancy of French counfels, and
in ftimulating his fears and jcalouﬁcs at the boundlcfs ambition of the houfe
of Bourbon.

In the midft of thefe tran{faftions, the death of Frcdcnck Willi#m, king of
Pruffia, opencd a new feene of intrigue and exertion between the two rival
courts, and Berlin became the center of negotiations which were to pacify
or convulfe Europe. Frederick William, who united the difcordant quali-
ties of a pacific and military fovereign, and who loved the image, while he
dreaded the reality of war, had tontinued, almoft during his whole reign, in &
ftate of wife but calumniated inaction. His fomand fucceffor, Frederick the
Second, whom poets and hiftorians have ftyled tde Greaf, was a prince of
afpiring ambition, and poffefled of talents, equally calculated for negotiation
or acvion. He liftened with affefted complacency to the relpective over-
tares of France and England, without declaring his defigns, watching for a
favpurable opportuaity to employ the well organifed army, which he inhe-
rited from his father, to his own glory and intereft.

The time {eemed favourable to allay the jealoufy which had fo long fub-
Gfed between the houfes of Brunfwick and Brandenburgh. This had long.

2 ' been
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been a favourite meafure with Walpole, who had in vain endeavoured to re-
concile their jarring interefts. He now fucceeded in overcoming the perti-
nacity of the king, and in fixing the wavering refolutions of the cabinet.
At his infligation, a plan of a grand confederacy againft the houfe of Bour-
bon, of which-the king of Pruffia was to be the {oul, was formed by Horace
Walpole *, approved by the duke of Newcaftle, and fubmitted to the king.
While this meafure was in agitation with a fair profpect of fuccefs, the
death of the Emperor, Chatles the Sixth, and of the Czarina, totally changed
the {fyftem of European politics, and dcranged thc meafures of the Britith
cabinet. dn virtue of the pragmatic fanétion, Maria Therefa, cldeft daughter
of the deceafed Emperor, inftantly fucceeded to the whole Auftrian inhe-
ritance.  She was acknowledged by all the powers of Europe, excepting the
clector of Bavaria, who alone had refufed to guaranty the fucceffion of the
female line, and conceived the moft fanguine hopes of being able to raife
-her hufband, krands, gicat duke of L'ulcany, to the Imperial throne, {o long
poffefled by her anceftors.  But the calm and funfhine which ufhered in the
uew reign, were foon overclouded. The king of Pruffia revived an anti-
quated claim to part of Silefia, and afferted his-pretenfions, by leading an
army, in the depth of winter, into that duchy. He was favoursbly received
by the proteftants, who formed two thirds of the natives, fucceffively occupied
Breflaw, the capital, ard {everal other towns, without the (malleft refiftance,
and defeated, at Molvitz, an Auftrian army, compofed chiefly. of veterans,
under the command of marfhal Neuperg. The Britith cabinet; knowing
the defencelefs ftate of the Auftrian dominions, folicited Maria Therefa to
purchafe the friendthip 6f Frederick, by acceding to hisdemands, and by fa-
crificing a fmall part of her territories to fecure the rewmainder. The queen
of Hungary, however, peremptorily rejeéted all propofals -of accommodation,
and appealed to Great Britain for the fuccours ftipulated by the treaty which
i,uamntlcd the pragmatic fanttion. ,The fuccefsful irruption of Pruffia,
brought forward numerous claimants to parts of the Auftrian fucceffion.
The cle@tors of Bavaria andy Saxony, the kings of Spain and Sardinia, all
fecrétly abetted or openly sided by France, evinced a difpefition to join
Frederick in hoftilities againft the houfe of Auftria.

* Walpole Papers.
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NDER thelg cuticil cm:umﬁanccs, both at home and abroad, the Meeting of

laft feffion of this pa:lla.mcnt affembled. The king, in his fpeech from

the throne, faid, “ T acquainted you, at the clofe of the laft {effion. of par-'

liament, that Iwas making preparations for carrying on the juft and necef-
fary war in which T am engaged, in the moft proper places, and in the moft
vigorous and. effeCtual manner. For this purpofe ftrong fquadrens werg got
ready, and ordered to fil upon important fervices, both in the Weft Indies
and- Europe, with as much expedition as the nature of thofe fervices and
the manning of the fhips would admit, A very confiderable body of land
forces was embarked, which is to be joined by a great number of my fub-
jects raifed in America; and all things neceffary for tran(porting the troops
from hence, and ca.rrying on the defigned expedition, were a long time in
readinefs, and waited only for an opportunity to purfue the intended
voyage.

E:agrhe feveral incidents which have happened in the mean time have
had no effe& upon me, but to conﬁrm Ine in my refolutions, and to de-
termine me to add ftrength to my ‘armaments, rather than divert or de-
ter me from thofe juft and vigorous retheds which I am purfuing, for.
hwnmtnng ‘the honQuf of my crown, and the undoubted rights of my

Pmf‘p"l'l'ne court of Spnn having already felt fome effeéts of our re{'entmt,
ﬂeptn tq cnﬁble that they fhould be no longer able to defend them-

3 nﬂ: the efforts of the Britith nation. And if any other power,
aggéeably to Yome laté é¥traordinary ﬁmceedmgs. fhould interpofe, and at-
tanpt tb prefciibe’or fimit the operations of the war againft my declared

» the bonour and interelt of my crown and k,mgdoms muft call upon

ol.l 4 N us

arlisment.
ov, 18,

1740,



842

Petiod VII.
-1}37 toty4z,
e —

Addrefs of
_the com-
mons

' Of the lorda.

MEMOIRS OF

us to lofe no time in putting ourfelves into fuch a condition, as may en-
able us to repel any infults, and to fruftrate any defigns formed againft us,
in violation of the faith of treatics,” And I hope any fuch unprecedented
fteps, under what colour or pretence foever they may be taken, will infpire
my allies with a true fenfe of the common danger, and will unite us in the
fupport and defence of the @@mmon caufe.

“ The great and unhappy event of the death of the late Emperor, opens
a new {cene in the affairs of Europe, in which all the principal powers may
be immediatcly or confequentially concefngd. It is impoffible to determine
what tum the policy, intereft, or ambition, of the feveral courts, may lead
them to take in this critical conjunéture. It fhall be my care ftri¢tly to
obferve and attend to their motions, and to adhere to the engagements I
am under, in order to the maintaining of the balance of power, and the
liberties of Furope, and in concert with fuch powers as are under the fame
obligations, or equally concerned to prefervé’ the public fafety and tranquil-
lity, and to a& fuch a part, as may beft contribute to avert tRe imminent
dangers that may threaten them®.”

He thep, in the uvfual language, demanded the neceflary f{upplies, re-
commended them to prohibit the exportatien of con, which the great fcar-
¢city rendered neceffary, and concluded by exhorting them to make provi-
fion for removing the difficulties which obftrufted the manaing of the fleet.
In the houfe of commons, when an addrefs was moved, teftifying the grati-
tude and affetion of the houfe, and their refolution to fupport the king
i the vigorous profecution of the war; the oppofition propofed to infert
the words, ' to niake a due examination into the apghﬁhm of the fupplies
given the laft feffion of parliament,” But the infertion of thefe words, which
were intended to intimate a diffidence of-adminiftration, was negatived by
226 agaialt 159, and the original addrefs was carried 4.

The great {cene of political altercation during this feflion was the houfe
of poers, where ‘the duke of Argyle, in particular, made a moft confpicu-~
ous figure on the fide of oppofition. _The king was no fooner ‘withdrawn,
and the fpeech read by the lord chancellor, than the duka of Atgyle fuddenly
rofe, before any of the minifterial peers could make, the cuftomary motions
and propofed an addrefs, to affure the king that the houfe -would fupport
bim with their lives 3nd fortunes in ution of the juft and neceffiry
war in which he was cogaged, After fisting that the apcient mode of dra-
ine un the addwis was (hort and. seprobating the modern cdl

# Journals, £y Y
tom
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tom of echoing back the {pesch from the throne, paragraph by paragraph, Chapter 5.
and expreffing approbation of every meafure referred to in the fpecch; he 1740t0 3341
with great animation, and with no lefs acrimony, arraigned the mode of con- ‘mempmmad
duing the war, in which he declared that no one right flep had been taken

cither in the commencement or profecution. He particularly blamed, the
milcarriage of the expedition againft Ferrol, and even infinuated that fecret

orders had been given by minifters againft making any attempt on the coaft

of Spain, and that the failing of the grand fleet, which had been delayed,

was the effet of the king’s prefence. He mentioned the culpable negleét,

and more than negle®, in not fending {upplies to admiral Vernon. « He

{everely reprobated the fpeech, which he confidered as the {pecch of the

minifter, for not natging the power who might attempt to limit or prefcribe

the operations of the war. He concluded by propofing to revive the an-

cient method of addreffing, fimply to * congratulate his majefty on his fafe

retyra to his regal dominions: To affure his majefty that they would ftand

by him with their lives and fortunes, in the profecution of the war; and

as a further proof of their duty and affettion to his majefty’s facred per-

fon, royal family, and government, to declare that they would exert them-

felves in their high capacity of hereditary great council of the crown, (to

which all other councils were fubordinate and accountable) in fuch manner

as might beft tend to promote the true intereft of his majefty and the coun-

try in the prefent juncture.” Lord Bathurft feconded the motion.

This addrefs was oppofed by lord Haver(ham, who moved another. The

previous queftion being called for by the duke of Newcaitle, the duke of

Argyle's motion was negatived by 66 againft 38; and an addrefs, according

to the ordinary form, propofed by lord Haverfham, paffed on the motion

without a divifion; but a violent proteft wds figned by two and twenty

. P
The great aim of oppofition in this memorable feffion was to increafe the Views of

unpopularity of the’ minifter by prefling his mifcondu@ E; the profecution oppoBdon.
of the war, by imputing all the mifcarriages and ill fuccels to him, to har-

rafs him with repeased motions and queftions relative to the produétion of

papers and letters, and to the profecution of the wat, which might tend either

»10 criminate him if granted, and if denied, to throw an odium on his myfte-
. Fngfnels and uptandid referve.  In the houfe of lords, in particular, various
mqw ‘of inftruétions were moved for, and refufed only by fmall
pwjocities ; others were cartied which ought to have-bsen denied, owing to

#he fuchip réfiftance of fome mombers of the cabinet.

Lords' Debates, vol. 7. p: 418,
4 Na Al
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At this period the oppofirion were difunited amongft themfelves, and conld

1737t01742. not be brought to form a confiftent party, moving regularly towsrds one great

Notice of
motion.

obje@, but thinking themfelves fecure of fuccefs, began already to-quarrel
about the fpoils, The Tories jealons of the Whigs, complained, that though
far ioferior in number, they aflumed a confequence and fuperiority to which
they were not entitled. They fufpeted that feveral of them had already
begun to tamper with the party in the cabinet which was known to be ad-
verfe to the mimfter. The death of Sir Willlem Wyndham diffolved the
ties which had kept the Tories in union with the Whigs, and enfeebled both
parties by a want of mautual confidence. From thefe caufes the debates
in the houfe of commons were not conducted with their ufusl energy. But
as the peers in oppofition were more clofely united, agglels diftrated with
jealoufies, their efforts were more vigorous aud concentrated, and their mo-
tions led to the perfonal attack on the mitafter, which diftinguifhed this
memorable feffion. To prepare the public mind, they entered into long and
frequent protefts, which during the interruption given to the publication of
debates, conveyed their {entiments unanfwered to the world.

Their motions and publications formed a prelude to the grand attack.
On the 11th of February, Sandys, who is juftly called by Smollet * the
motion-maker,” left his feat, and ‘crofling the floor to the minifter, fmd,
that Tie thought it an a& of common attention to inform him, that he
fhould on Friday next, bring an accufation of feveral articles againft him.
‘Walpole thanked him for the information. Soon afterwards Sandys ftood in his
place, and acquainted the houfe, that he intended on the enfuiag Friday to
open a matter of great importance, which perfonally concersed the chan-
cellor of the exchequer, and therefore hoped that he would on that day be
prefent.

The minifter immediately rofe, and received the intimation with great
eompofure and dignity, thanked him for his notice, and after requefting a
candid and imparthl heating, declared, that be would not fail to attend
the houfe, as he Was not confcious of any crime to.deferve accufation. He

id his hand on his breaft and faid, with fome emotion,

% Nil confcire fibi, nuili pallefcere culpsz

Pulteney obferved, that the right ¥onourable gentlenin®s logic and’ Listin
were equally inacchrate, and déclarid that he had milguoted m*ﬂn
had vritton nulid pallefcere cuipd. The minifter deferided this duitislon, sud
Puiteney repeating his affertion, he offered a wazer of 4 guineks Pultency ae-

cepted.
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cépted the challenge, and refeered the decifion of the difpute to the mini- Chapter 5;.
fler’s friend Nicholas Hardinge, clerk of the houfe, a man d:ﬂ:lngmfhed for 1749¢0 1744,
claffical erudition, Hardinge decided againft Walpole, the guinea was im- Sl
miediately thrown to Pulteney, who caught it, and holding it up to the |

boufe, exclaimed, “ It is the only money which [ have received from the |

trea{ury for many years, and 1t (hall be the laft*.” -

The public expeations were raifed to the utmoft pitch, the paflages to

the gallery were crowded at a very early hour, the concourfe was prodigious.

Several of the commons fecured their feats at fix in the morsing, and no les

than 450 members attended on this important occafion. The dcbate was Feb. 13,
opened at one o'clock. '

Sandys + began by abferving, that among the many advantages arifing from Speech of
our happy conftitution, there was one reciprocal to the king and people : Sandye.
The legal and regular methed by which the people might lay their grievances,
complaints, and opiniens, before their fovereign, not only with regard to the
meafures which he purfues, but alfo with regard to the perfons whom he
employs.

‘I‘)In abfolute monarchres,” he {aid, “ the people may fuﬁi:r, but can-

_not publicly complain and this want of comrhunication is productive
"of the moft dreadful calamities both to the prince and people. For as the
monarch has no means of beceming acquainted with the public opinion,
he often continues to purfue the fame meafures, and to employ the fame
men, until the difcontents become univerfal; a general infurrettion takes
place; and both he and his miniters are involved in one common ruin. In
this kingdom fuch a misfortune can never happen, as long as parliaments a(-
‘fernble regularly and freely. For if difcontents arife, when any of the mea-
fures purfued by the king’s fervants are injurious, and his minifters unpopu-
lar, it is the duty of ‘this houfe to.give proper information and advice,
and if we.negle&@ to. do fo we betray mot only our duty to gur country and
conftitution, but our duty to our fovereign. This being my opinion, and
the opinion of every perfon who entertains true motions of our conftitution,,
I can no longer defer making the motion of which I formerly gave notice, -

“ There is not a member of this houfe who is not fenfible that both. ouc

and is now in the poffeflion of Sic

?am Pulteney, bart.

+ The fubftsnce ofthhfpbcchuuken
frem an abftra& made by .Mr Fox.==Corres
fpondencs.——From Memornn-

ums hySir Robert olpele.
w=Chandier.

forcignu
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Period V11, foreign and domveftic affairs, for feveral years paft, have been unfatisfactory to

i737t01742. the majority of the nation. The people have' fuffered from paft meafures ;

‘e~ they complain of prefent meafures; they expet no 1edrefs, no altefation or
amendment but from the interference of this houfe. Thefe are the fenti-
ments of the people ; which ought to be reprefented to the king, in the pro-
per method eftablifbed by the conftitution.

“ I have long expefted, that fuch a motion as I am now to make would
have been brought forward by fome other gentleman more capable than my-
felf to enforce what [ fhall prepofe ; but as no one has hithertoattempted it,
and as this is the laft {effion of this parliament, I am unwilling it fhould ex-
pire without anfwering the people’s expeétations, which, in this refpe&, are
to juft, fo well founded, and fo agreeable 'to the conftitution. I therefore
hope 1 fhall be excufed for attempting what I think my duty as a member
of this houfe, and 4> a friend to the prefent happy eftablithment,”

He then lamented the miferable condition of the nation; engaged in a
war with one potentate, and hkely to be involved in another, without one
ally abroad, and under the preflure of an immenfe debt at home. He
faid that he would inquire by what means we were reduced to this {ituation,
and would then make his intended motion.

Heads of ac- In making this inquiry into the caufes of our unfortunate condition, he

cufation. thould firft begin by confidering foreign affairs, then advert to domeftic af-
fairs, and laftly enter into the conduét of the war. >

On foreign In regand to foreign affairs, we had departed from the principles of the

affaws. grand alliance which ¢ended to deprefs our iaveterate enemy the houfe of
Bourbon, and had abandoned and loft our old and natural ally the houfe of
Aulftria.

Although it had been frequently afferted, that all the misfortunes of our
foreign megotiations were principally ewing to the peace of Utrecht; yet he
was of another.opinion. The evils of the treaty of Utrecht had been re-
paired by the quadruple alliance, and ftill more by the glorious victory which
admiral Byng had gained over tho Spanifh fleet, off the coaft of Sicily; a
victoly, however, which ferved no other purpofe than to giwe rife to the fcan-
dalous treaty of peace in 1721, & fyeaty highly difhoneursble to the nation,
becaufe it agroed to reftore tho fhips we had taken in an open and juft
war, and began with a negotistion, # not an tg give up Gib-
raltar and Misorcs, without fipulsting any joms for the advantage of
this cotntry, or obtaining sn explination of thofe treaties, which dven then
began to be mifreprefentod on the part of Spein, In one waid, this troaty
re=cftablifhed the prepondersnce of the of Bourbom

4 But
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Sut he could declare, from the higheft authorityp that we had even fince Ghapter g5

#hat time been, with refpect to foreign powers, in a moft defirable fituation. 1740te 1744,
The high authority ta which he alluded was the fpeech from the throne, in
November §734, which reprefented peace with all powers abroad ; at home
perfet tranquilbity, plenty, and an uninterrupted enjoyment of all civil and
religious rights ; expreffions which charmed every Englith ear. But that uni-
verfal happine(s did not long continue, For foon after this period we entered
into “ that clofe friendfhip and comref{pondence with the court of France,
which, to the infinite difadvantage of this nation, has contimued ever fince,
and which bas now, at laft, brought the balance of power into the utmoft
danger, if' not to inevitable ruin.” We declined availing ourfelves of the
fortunate breach which had taken place between the two branches of the
houfe of Bourbon, we declined taking advantage of the refentment enter-
tained by Philip againft France, for the return of the Spanifh infanta, we
declined the offer of the king of Spain to fubmit to the fole mediation of
England to fettle the difputes between him and the Emperor.
. “ But the moft pernicious of all the pernicious meafures was the treaty of
Hanover. When the alliance between Spain and-the Emperor was concluded,
we, who by a very little dexterity, might then have duped France, who has
duped us {o often, inftead of doing fo, by the treaty of Hanover, flung our-
felves into her arms, and England’s affairs {eem, ever fince, to have been fna-.
maged by a French intereft. Fleets had been fent, one to the Baltic, another
to the Weft Indies, to infult, and only to infult, the Czar and the king of
Spain ; the three pretended articles of the Vienna treaty, which produced that
of Hanover, were the eftablifhment of the Oftend company, the taking of
Gibraltar, and the placing of the Pretender on the throné. But when Gib-
raltar was befieged, what affiftance did we receive from France ?” He was
inclined to believe that no help was fo much as demanded of the French, be-
caufe we knew none would be grantede The reparation of Dunkirk was a
memorable inftance of French fincerity, .

He then adverted to the preliminaries of the peace of 1727, and the a&
of the Pardo. He fiated, that on the firt complaints from the merchants,
of Spanith depredations, the parliament thought fit to recommend picific
meafures only. He-thén cenfured the treaty of Seville, by which Spanith.
troops were to be introduoed into Italy. Don Carlos weat thither, but we
gaiaed gothing; commithoners only were appointed, and when the parlis.
ment, in'1782, addrefied to know what progre(s they had made, his mas
jefty’s anliwer was, that they-wete to meet in four monthss but by the .de-
g of Spain, the conferences were not cpened til 1734, a {trong proof of

- Spani(h
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Spanith perfidy ; yet we had introduced the Spanifh troops, according to our

wazto174z. treaty with the Emperor and States General in 1731. We thea guamntied
[ |

On domeftic
atfairs,

the pragmatic fanction, and engaged to fupport the Emperor in all his domi+
niens, but faw him lofe Sicily and Naples, fuffered France to gain Leraing,
and the power of the houfe of Auftria, which had been ridiculonfly mag-
nified in order to vindicate the Hanoverian treaty, pulled down and brought
to its prefent low and miferable fituation.

“ That great man, admiral Vernon, faw this error, and gave frequent admo-
nitions againft the perfidy of France, in this very houfe, for which reafon it
was contrived, that he fhould be excluded from the next parliament, and he
was likewife denied hisrank. Then came the fecond complaint of depreda-
sions, when, by the managcment of one perfon, parhament was prevalled upon
to be agan pacific.”

+ He then expatiated on the onvention : He repeated moft of the objec-
tions made 40 that ticaty, which he called one of thofe expedients on which
the munifter feemed to live from year to year, and when this treaty was
fhamefully broken by Spain, war was not declaied, but-an order iffued at
firlt for reprifals only. Negotiations, as he believed,- ftill went on, but {oon
after followed the prefent war,

He then adverted to domefhic affairs; after ﬂatmg the national debt
in 1716, he alledged that the debtd of the army had been {welled from
£. 400,000 to above two millions, and debentures iffued for that {fum, of
which part had been dilcharged from the produce of the finking fund, by
which one perfon had gained copfiderable advantage.

To make and unmake, he urged, the famous bank contra@, to fecure from
condign punithment thofe, who by their wicked and avaricious execu-
tion of the truft repofed in them by the South Sea f{cheme, had ruined
many thoufands ; to commute public juftice, and fubject the lefs guilty to

punifbment too fevere, in order that the moft heinous offenders might
efcape that which” they deferved; and to give up to the South Sea com-
pany the fum of feven mlmons.ﬁerhng. which they had obliged themfelves
to pay to the public, a great part,of which fum was given to old ftock
holders, and confequently to.thole who hatd never {uffered by the_f{cheme ;
were the fteps by which difboneft power was obtained. All the evils and
none of the advantages of the French Miffiffipi icheme were adopted : Qur
Bouth Sea fcheme had dews s baw, while thei’s had liouidated their
* debits.

He then enumeratod the debts and the produce of the finking fund in
5927, and afferted, that the pationaldebt was not diminilhed, aithough the
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Soking fund had ' fince that period produced no lefs than fifteen mullions, all
which had been fpent in Spithead expeditions, and Hyde Park zeviews.

He next enumeiated many inftances of unconftitutiodal condu&. A
farger ftanding army maintained than was neceffary or confiftent with the
conflitution ; augmented without caufe. Squadrons fitted out at an en-
mous expence, to the great annoyance of trade, without being employed
againft enemies, or for the afliftanee of allies. All methods to {fecure the
conftitution againit that moft dangerous enemy, corruption, rejected or ren-
dered ineffe®tual ; many penal lawl pafled of an arbitrary tendency ; public
expenditure increafed by the addition of new and ufelefs offices; all in-
quiries into the management of public money perverted or defeated ; votes
of credit frequent; expences of the civil lift increafed; the abolition of
burthenfome and pemicious taxes, and the difcharge of the debt prevented,
from a principle that the collection of taxes réndered a great number of place~

.4men and officers neceflary, whole votes gave weight to undue influencein elec-
tions and in parliament ; the reduction of intereft oppofed, not by the influence
of argament, but by another fort of influence; officers difmiffed for voting
againft the excife fcheme, one of the weakeft or moft violent projects-ever fet
on foot or countenanced by any minifter. Thefe, he obferved, werg the
charateriftic features of a corrupt and profligate adminiftration.

He then entered on the condu@ of the war. Vernon, who after having
been excluded ffom his feat in parliament, and deprived of his rank, for op-
pofing adminiftration, had retired to the country, was she only perfon fit or
willing to cohduct the expedition {o America; and yet even with thefe
claims, he was not reftored to his rank ; though it was to be hoped that his
meritorious ferwices would extort that mark of confidence. Vernon received
on his departure the Yaireft promifes of being {upported and {upplied. How
were thefe promifes fulfilled ? He failed from Plymouth on the 3d of Auguft
1739,0only with letters of reprifal, war got being declared till October, by which
aneaps his exertions were fettered and reftrained. He failed with a fleet badly
equipped, and badly fupplied. In September, fome bomb vefiels were fent to
him, which @id not arrive at Jamaica till the 1 5th of January. No provifiéns
or-ftores were forwarded, and fo fcantily was he viCtualled, that on the 1 8th 'of
March, he wrote to government, carneftly prefling for more fupplies. He
Aaid, that his letters.on the table fufficiently prove thefe faéts; they difplayed
bis opeion of the jgreat things which he might.have effected, had the number
of land forces, which he sarnefily and repeatedly called for, been granted, forces
switigh remidined &t home for no other ufe but to oppsefs the people; forces
Aiioh Mould not have been taifed, or hould have beea fent out to vindicate
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the honour of their country againft their oppreffors in Ametica, where along
offenfive meafures could be carried on with effet, Admiral Haddeck, he
urged, was equally neglected ; bitter complaints of want of fupplies came no
Jets from his {quadion, and be was forced to aét upon the defenfive. To
that want, he [olely attributed the efcape of the Cadiz and Ferrol fquadrons.
He commended, 1n high terms, the care and diligence of admiral Haddock,
in furnifhing convoys, and proteting the trade of the Mediterrancan, and ani-
madverted with equal acrimony on the cylpable negleét of convoys at home,
and the numerous cruifers of the cnemy, wiich infefted the Channcl, and
ruined our commerce. 3

Things being thus, he fhould now name the author of all thefe public ca-
Iamities. After what he had faid, be believed no one could miftake the per-
fon to whom he alluded : every one muft be convinced thal he meant the
right honourable gentleman who fat oppofite to him, and the whole houfe
might fee that the right honvurable gentleman took it to himfelf; that
aganft him there was as gencral a difcontent as had ever arifen agaioft any
minifter. Altheugh this difcontent had lafted fo long, yet the right honourable
gentleman flill continued in his poft, in oppofition to the fenfe of the
country ; this was no fign of the freedom of *government, becaufe a free
people neither will nor can be governed by a minifter whom they hate or
defpife.

He had well confidered the difficulty of perfonal attacks, yet he thould
obey the voice of thg people, and aét like an honeft man, and like an Eng-
lifhman, in making hit motion. He bimfelf, mercly a private man, proteét-
ed only by his innocence, would fearlefsly enter the lifts againft one who
wfurped a regal power, who had arrogated to himfelf a place of French ex-
tiaction, that of fole minifter ; contrary to the nature and principles of the
Englifh conftitution. He was well aware, that a common excufe would be
urged in his defence, that parliament had given a fanction to many of the
ats which he had cnumerated,  But the right honourable gentleman could
not urge this cxculpa,tlon, without fubje@ting himfelf to the charge of grofs
inspnfiftency. He himfelf had accufed the earl of Oxford of departing from
the principles of the grand alliance, and of having facrificed the couatry to
Frarice, alihough all his meafuses had been fanctioned by parliament. He
obferved likewife, that parliaments were not infallible, but refemhled other
courts of juftice. They judge from information, and if convinced that they
had been mifled by falfe information, fhould equally ackmwlcdge their error,
and alter their opinions.

“ If it fhould be afked,” he faid, “ Why I xmputc all thefe evils to ome

9 perfony
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Deérfon, I reply, becaufe that 8ne perfon grafped in his own hands every branch
of government ; that one perfon has attained the fole direGtion of affairs, mo-
nopolifed all the favours of the crown, compafied the difpofal of all places,
penfions, titles, ribbands, as well as all preferments, civil, military, and eccle-
fiaftical ; that owe perfon made a blind fubmiflion to his will, both in elettions
and parliament, the only terms of prefent favour, and future expetation,
and continuance in office; and declared, in this very houfe, that he muft be
a pitiful minifter who did not difplace an officer that oppofed his nieafurcs
in parliament.
‘ But even let us fuppofe no overfight, error, or crifne in his public con-
duét, and that the people were fatisfied with his adminiftration, the veiy
length of it is in itfelf a fufficient caufc for removing him.  In a free go-
vernment too long pofieflion of power is highly dangerous. Moft common-
wealths bave been overturned by this very overfight ; and in this country, we
know how difficult it has often proved for parliament to draw an old favou-
rite from behind the throne, even-when he has been guilty of the moft hei-
nous crimes. I wifh this may not be our cafe at prefent ; for though I will
not fay, nor have I at prefent any occafion for fhewing, that the favourite I
am now complaining of has been guilty of any crimes, the proof may then be
come at, and the witnefles againft him will not be afraid to appear. Till
you do this, it is impoffible to determine, whether he is guilty or innocent;
and confidering the univerfal clamour againft him, it is high time to reduce
him to fuch a condition, that he may be brought to.a tur, an impartial,
and a ftrict account. As I am only to propofe an addrefs to remove him
from the king’s counfels, 1 have no occafion to accufe him of any fpecifi
crime. The diffatisfaftion of the people, and their fufpicion of his conduct
are a fufficient foundation for fuch an dddrefs,#nd a {ufficient caufe for hu
removal. For no fovereign of thefe kingdoms sought to employ any mini
fter who 1s dlfagreceble to the people,and when any minifter is become un:
popular, it is our duty to inform the king, that he may give gencral fatis
faction by his removal. I folemnly declare, that I have, no refentment
againtt the right honourable gentleman ; I have, on the contrary, received per-
fonal civilities from him, and bave no'private motives to wifh him ill. But
as I think it neceffary, for the welfare of my country, that-he f(hould no
langer contiane in his wajefty’s counfels, who has bewildered himfelf in trea-
ties, who has forfeited his -word with every court in Europe, and again(t
-whom the voice of the world, is in unifon with that of his country, I there-
" fore move, Tiat an humblc addsefs be prefeated to his majefly, that he
4 0 2 would
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would be gracioufly pleafed to remove the right Honourable Sir Robert Watt-
pole, knight of the moft noble order of the garter, firft cofmiffioner,,
chancellor, and under treafurer of the exchequer, and one of his majefty’s
moﬁ‘. honourable privy council, from his majefty’s prefence and counfels for
ever. !

TLe notion was feconded by lord Limerick, who obferved; that the na--
tion was redaced to fo low a ftate by the mifeonduét of the minifter, that no-
refource was left, excepting the increafe of the land tax, and the anticipation
of the funds.  That the rcins of government were conducted by a {ole mini -
fter, who lived by expedients, who had removed the beft and ableft men in
the army, for no other demerit than for their parliamentary oppofition to
his meafures,

Wortley Montague then propofed, in conformity to the order of the houfe;
which requires that every member, againft whom an accufation is brought,
fhould retire while his conduét is examined, that Sir Robert Walpole fhould:
be ordered to withdraw. He was feconded by Gybbon, who attempted to.
vindicate this unjuft propofal, by feveral inapplicable precedents.

The motiorrwas warmly oppofed by Bromley and Howe ; and as the houfe
appeared to favour that fide of the queftion, Gybbon,, after urging, that if
the motion for the removal fhould be carried, neither the life, liberty, or
eftate of the minifter would be affefted by the decifion, propofed that he
fhould be firft heard in his own defence, and then.withdraw. This propofal
was ftrenuoufly fupported, and no lefs firenuoufly refifted ; it- was.called an
unprecedented mode of proceeding, to charge 2 member in general terms,
by fpeeches only, without ftating particular fadls as crimes, or bringing any
evidence to prove them, or him to be the author of them; and then to ex-
peét that he (hould retire, adtl other members be permitted {o load him with
general accufations, while he was not prefent to hear and make his defence.
The houfe appearing convinced of ths abfurdity and injuftice of this propo-
fal, it was withdrawn, and refolved that the msnifter- thould hear all the
charges brought againft him, and fhould be the laft to reply.

A long and violent debate then took place on the main queftion. The
principal {peakers in favour of the motion were Pulteney, Bootle, Fazakerly,
Pitt, and Lyttleton,

The_fubftance of their arguments was fimilar to thofé: which Kad been
advanced by Sandys; no dire® accufation was' made, no fpecific charge
urged, no particular crime alledged, but a fpecies of accumulative guilt;
drawn fram a long feries of fuppofed mifeonduét, and founded on, what they
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called, moral certainty, prefumptive evidence, probable proof, common fame,
and notoriey of faéts.”

They juftified their proceedings by making a diftinction between im-
peachments, or bills of pains and penalties, which affect the lives, liberty, ar
cftates of the perfons accufed, and an addrefs to rcmove a minifter only,
without attempting to inflict any legiflative or judicial punithment. In the
firlt cafe, they obferved, legal evidence is neceflary, and muft be applicd to
the feveral heads of the accufation, but in the other ftrong prefumptions,
founded upon public fame and notoricty, have been always Lcld fufficient.
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Pitt obferved, in his emphatic language, © That during the adminifiration Pitt

that was the object of cenfure, at home debts were increafed and taxes mul-
tiplied, and the finking fund alienated ; abroad the (yftem of Europe was to-
tally fubverted, and at this awful moment, when the greateft fcene was
opening to Europe that has ever before occurred, he who had loft the con-
fidence of all mankind, thould not be permitted to continue at the head of
the king’s government *.

Pultency enforced the general tenour of the argument advanced by Sandys,
with increafed amimation, wit, and eloquence. Hg particularly dwelt on his
favourite topic, that the fyftem adopted and invariably purfued by the mi-
nifter, tended to exalt the houle of Bourbon, and deprefls that of Au-
firia ; and maintained his pofition by an analyfis of foreign tranfattions and
treaties, that preceded and followed the treaty of Hanover, which he confi-
dered as the fource of all fubfequent degradations, and the caufe of national
difgrace.

References were not only made to thofe minifters who had been im-
peached or cenfured by the houfe of commons, to Suffolk, Clarendon, and
Lauderdale, but Walpole was compared to the moft worthlefs favourites that
had ever engroffed the ear of former fovereigns. Allufions were even made
to the minions of Edward the Secopd, Pierce Gavefton 4, and Hugh Le

® Heads of Pirt’s {peech, in Sir Robert Wal.
pole’s Parfiamentary Memorandums.

4 About this time was publithed, ¥ The
Life and Death of Pierce Gavefton, Earl of
Carnwal, grand Favourite and Prime Minifter
‘o that un nate Prince, Edward the Second,
King of England, with Political Remarks, by

'Way of Clurgl' to all Heads, and
_!v‘l Miniftess.” Tt wag

panied with a

enricutifre "prinit, reprefenting the figure of Sir
’%W . mwnﬂfhu e « hited,
: dien, Before bim is the block,

and the executioner with the axe. Behind him
is a grenadier with a bag of money in his hand,
on whichiis written pay ; a hand in the clouds
holds a fword over his head.  Underneath is
a vignette, with a baboon in chains on one

-fide, and on the other a"hydra pierced with
darts, inclofing this infcription :.

¥ Tho' evil minifters awhile,

“ May bafk themfelves in fortune’s fmile ;
“ They for their crimes muft foon or late,
¢ Like Gavefton, fibmit to fate.”

Defpenfer,

Pulteney.
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Defpenfer, and he was accufed of refembling them in the giddinefs of - their
power, and the exorbitance of their grants.

The motion was oppofed, with great animation and ability, by the friends
of the minifter. Pelham and Stephen Fox principally diftinguithed them,
felves in this debate; after vindicating the meafures, both foreign and do-
meftic, which had been fo much arraigned, they refted the chief part of the
defence on the impropriety of the motion. They expofed the violence and
injuftice of propofing to have a member of the houfe, and a perfon in his
high ftatien, punifhed by the lofs of character and reputation, upon general *
allegations, which were not proved to be crimes, and which had received, in
former examinations and debates, the approbation or confent of the parlia-
ment, and in making Sir Robert Walpole an advifer of the things alledged,

~as prime or fole mmlﬁer, wlthout any other evidence than that of common

fame *.

The affertion of Sir Chailes Wager made a great impreffion on the houfe.
With 2 view to combat the arguments that Walpole was fole minifter, the
veteran {eaman, who had bécn at the head of the admiralty nine years, faid,
* That, to his’knowledge; Sir Robert Walpole was as forward and zealous
to promote the war as any of his majefty’s council, and that nothing was a-
moment wanted in: his province, that of iffuing money : That he had never
interfered in recommending any one petrfon to the admiralty board; and
that if he had ever done fo, he (Sir Charles) would have thrown up all his
employments.”

The minifter was not only defended by his friends, and thofe who
ufually fupported the meafures of government, but the motion was oppofed
by feveral Tories, as tending to introduce an inquifitorial fyftem,

Lord Cornbury, in particular, obferved, * The advocates for the motion,
endeavour to advance a charge of accumulative guilt, to aggravate one crime
by the fuperaddition of another, and ¢ather to intend a populay ucnfure than
a 1égal conde u‘matlon

% 1 fuppole no man will fufpe& that an unjult partiality in favour of the

ntleman, whofe conduct is now the fubjedt of examination, influences me
to cenfure this mode of proceeding, fince no man can want reafons. ag.mft it
of the greateft weight. Reafons which deferve the clofeft attention from
every man of prudence and virtue, ‘every man whe Tegards bis own fa&xy,
the happinefs of future generations. No maa, whole judgméit is ot over-

borne by his refontment, and whofe ardour for vengeance has ot extinguith-

&d every other motive of action, can refolve t6 give the fantion of lm voice

# Account of the debate by Sir Robert Walpole. - Correfpondence. .
to
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to & method of profecution, by which the good and bad are equally endan- Chap\‘_f:r 55
gered ; and which will make the adminiftration of public affairs deftruc- 1y40t0174:.
tive to the pureft integrity, and the higheft wildom. ) et
“ That fuckh muft be the confequence of charges like this, will appear no
longer a paradoxical affertion, if it be remembered, that humanity is a ftate
of ipperfection, that the firickeft virtue fometimes declines from the right,
and that the moft confummate policy is by falfe appearances, or accidental
inattention, betrayed into error. For how foon muft that man be deftroyed,
whole high ftation expofes him to the continual obfervation of envy and
malevolence, whofe minuteft errors are carefully remarked, and whofe cafual
failings a#e treafured up as a fund of accufations, How foon, if trivial tranf-
greffions fhall be accumulated into capital crimes, may the befl man com-
plete the fum of his offences, and be doomed to ignominy, to exile, or to
death ?
“ In criminal proceedings, particular regard has been had to precedents,
and furely the effccts of a former accufation of this kind, give us no-encou-
ragement to the repetition of it. From a charge of accumulative treafon,
the faction of the laft age proceeded to the ufurpation of boundlefs autho-
rity, the fubverfion of our ::onfhtutlon, and the murder of the king.
¢ 1 (hall therefore continue to {uppofe every man innocent till he appears
from legal evidence to be guilty ; and to reje@ any charge of accumulative
guilt, upon the {ame principles of regard to liberty, to virtue, to truth, and
to our conftitution, by which I have hitherto regulated my conduct ; and for
the fame reafons for which I have condemned the meafurcs of the adminiftra-
tion, I fhall now oppofe the prefent motion *.”
Edward Harley, member for Herefordthire, brother to the lord treafurer, Harley.
and in a fhort time afterwards earl of Oxford himfelf, evinced, on this occafion,
a fpirit of moderation, not ufual with perfons er.3aged in party difputes. He
was one of the heads of the Tory intereft, and his family had always di-
ftinguifhed itfelf in oppefition to Sir Robert Walpole. He faid, * Sir, Ido
not ftand up at this time of night, cither to accufe or flatter any man.
Since I have had the honour to fit in parliament, I have oppofed the mea-
fures of adminiftration-becanfe I thought them wrong ; and as long as they
ave, I fhall continue to give as conftant an oppofition to them. The ftate of
the nation, by the conduét of our minifters, is deplorable ; a war s deftroy-
,ing us abroad, and poverty and corruption are devouring us at home. But
whatever 1 mdy th1h£ of men, God forbid, that my private opinion fhould be

‘3 Chagndler,
the
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Pésiod VIT. the only rule of my judgment ! I fhould defire to have an exterior convic-
1760 1743 tion from fats and evidences, and without this, I am fo far from con-

R =

«demning, that T would not cenfure any man.' 1am fully fatisfied in my own
mind, that there are thofe who give pernicious and deftrufive counfels;
and, I hope, a time will come, when a proper, legal, parliamentary inquiry
‘may be made, and when glear fatts and full evidence will plainly difcover
who are the énemies of their country. A noble lord, to whom I had the
honour to be related, has been often mentioned in this debate: He was im-
peached and imprifoned ; by that imprifonment his years were thortened;
and the profecution was carried on by the honourable perfon, who is now
the fubject of your queftion, though he knew at that very time, that there,
was no evidence to fupport it. 1 am now, Sir, glad of this opportunity to
return good for evil, and to do that honourable gentleman and his family,

" that juftice which he denied to mine* .”’

Shippen declaied, “ + that he looked on this motion as only a {cheme for
turning out one minifter, and bringing in another ; that as his conduét in
parliament had always been regulated with a view to the good of his country,
without any regard to his own privatg imtereft, it was quite indifferent to
him, who was in or who was out; and he would give himfelf no concern in
the queftion.” At the conclufion of thefe words he withdrew, and was fol-
jowed by thirty-four of his friends,

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SIXTH:
1742.

Reply of Sir Robert Walpole.—Mbtion negatived.—Similar Motion in the Lords.
= Candut and Anecdotes of Shippen.

HIS ateack, concerted with {o much previous care,and announced
with fo much oftentation, was not calculated to alarm the minifter.
He faw the difaffetted Whigs feeble and befitdting : allthe Tories. not ex-

Chandler~Tindal has recorded this« death of his nephew, in the following June bhe
fpdach, a5 fpoken in the houlz of lords by the  fuvcoeded to the title,
ear] of Dsford, which was certainly fpokenby o Chandler, -
&lguncle i the haufe of commons. By the :

cluding
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cluding ‘thofe who voted againft him, averfe to the queflion ; many {up-
porting him with a favourable difplay of impartial and benevolent principles;

the Jacobites {cornfully turnmg their backs upon a party apparently united Ly
no principle, and a motion brought forwards without due confideration. He
availed himfelf, with great ability, of the vantage ground on which he fluod,
and commenced the reply by a well conduéted attack againfl the diftordant
parts of oppofition. He fomented the divifion between the Tories and
Whigs in oppofition, paid a delicate compliment to the Tories, and di-
rected the fhafts of his eloquence principally againf the leaders of the
difuffected Whigs, whofe motives of hoftihty were already fulpeéied by
the public.

He faid, * Sir *, it has been obferved by feveral gentlemen, 1n vindication
of this motion, that if it fhould be carried, neither my life, liberty, or eftate
will be affected. But do the honourable gentlemen confiler my character
and reputation as of no moment ? Is it no imputation to be arraigned
before this houfe, in which I have fat forty years, and to have my name
tran{mitted to pofterity with difgrace and infamy ? I will not conceal niy fenti-
ments, that to be named in parliament as a fubjeét of inquiry, is to me a
matter of great concern; but I have the fatisfaction at the fame time to
refle, (hat the impreffion to be made depends upon the confiftency of the
cparge, and the motives of the profecutors. Had the charge been reduced
to {pecific allegations, I fhould have felt myfelf called upon for a {pecific
defence. Had I ferved a weak or wicked mafter, and implicitly obeyed his
ditates, obedience to his commands muft have been my only juftification.
But as it has been my good fortunc to ferve a mafter, who wants no bad
minifters, and would have hearkened to none,- my defence muft reft oa
my own condué&t. The confcioufnefs of innocence is alfo {ufficient {upport
againft my prefent profecutors. A farther juftification is alfo derived from
a confideration of the views and abiities of the profecutors. Had I been
guilty of great enormities, they want neither zeal and inclination to bring
them forwards, nor ability to place them in the moft prominent point ‘of
view. Butas I am confcious of no crime, my own experience convinces me,
that none can be juftly imputed. I muft therefore afk the gentlemen,
from whence does this attack proceed ? From the pa.ﬁions and prejudices of
the parties combined againft me ; who may be divided into three claffes, the
Boys, the niper Patriots, and the Tories. The Tories I can eafily forgive,

® The ipbitance of this {peech is taken from  Sir Robert8Walpole.—Qrford Papers.==Chan-
parliamentary mimutes, ia the band writing of  dler.

Vor. L 4 P they
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they have unwillingly come into the meafure, and they do me honour in think-

t7%7to 1742, Ing it neceflary to remove me, as their only obftacle. What is the inference

tobe drawn from thefe premifes ? that demerit with them ought to be confi-
dered as merit with others. But my great and principal crime is my long
continuance in office, or, in other words, the long exclufion of thofe who
now complain againft me. This is the heinous offence which excceds all
others': 1 keep from them the pofleflion of that power, thofe honours and
thofe emoluments, to which they fo ardently and pertinacioufly alpire. I
will not attempt to deny the reafonablenefs and necefiity of a party war; but
In carrying on that war, all principles and rules of juftice fhould not be de-
parted from. The Tortes muft confels, that the moft obnoxious perfons
have felt few inftances of extra judicial power. Wherever they have been
arraigned, a plain charge has been exhibited againft them ; they have bhad
an impartial trial, and have been permitted to make their defence; and will
they, who have expenenced this fair and equitable mode of procceding, a&t
indireét oppofition to every principle of juftice, and eftablifh this fatal pre-
cedent of parliamentary inquifition? and whom would they conciliate by
a condu&t fo contrary to principle and precedent ?

“ Can it be fitting in them, who have divided the public opinion of
the nation, to fhare it with thofe who now appear as their competitors ?
With the men of yeflerday, the boys in politics, who would be ab-
folutely contemptible did not their audacity render them deteftable ?
With the mock patriots, whofe practice and profeffions prove their felfith-
nefs and malignity, who threatened to purfue me to deftruction, and who
have never for a moment loft fight of their objeét ? Thefe men, under the
name of the Separatifts, prefume to call themftlves, exclufively, the nation
and the people, and under that charatter, aflume all power. In their
eftimation, the king, lords, and commons are a faction, and z4sy are the go-
vernment. Upon thefe principles, they threaten the deftméion of all autho-
rity, and think they have a right to judge, dire®, and réfift, all legal magif-
trates. They withdraw from parliament becaufe they fucceedg in nothing,
and then attribute their want of fuccefs not to its true caufe,ytheir own
want of integrity and importance, but to the effett of places, penfions,
and_ corruption. May it not be atked, Are the people on the court fide
more united than on the other? Are not the Tories, Jacobites, and Parriors-
oqually determined ? What makes this, ftriG union? What cements this
heterogeneous mafs ? Party engagements and perfonal attachments. How-
ever different their views and principles, they all agree in oppofition, * The
Jacobites diftrefs the government they would f{ubvert ; the Tories contend

for
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ﬁ:r- party pqregalence and pawer. T_hc Patriots, from difcontent and difap-  Chapter g6.
pointment, would change the miniftry, that themfelves might exclufively 1741,
fucceed. They have laboured thispoint twenty years unfuccefsfully ; they are -
impatient of longer delay. They clamour for change of meafures, but mean
only changg of minifters.
“In parf}' contefts, why fhould not bgh fides be equally fteady > Does not
a Whig adminiftration as well deferve the {fupport of the Whigs as the con-
trary # 'Why is not principle the cement in one as well as the other, cfpecially
when they confefs, that all is levelled againft one man ? Why this one man ?
becaufe they think, vainly, nobody elfe could withfland them. All others are
treated as tools and vaffals. The anc is the corrupter, the numbers corrupted.
But whence this cry of corruption, and cxclufive claim of honourable diftinc-
tion ? Compare the eftates, characters, and fortunes of the commons on one
fide, with thofe on the other. Let the matter be fairly inveftigated ; furvey and
examine the individuals who ufually fupport the meafures of government, and
thofe who are in oppofition. Let us fee to whofe fide the balance preponde-
rates, Look round both houfes, and {ee to which fide the balance of virtue
and talents preponderates! Are all thefe on one fide, and not on the other?
Or are all thefe to be counterbalanced by an affected claim to the exclifive
title of patriotifm. Gentlemen have talked a great deal of patriotifm. A ve-
nerable word, when duly practifed. But 1 am forry to fay, that of late it has
been fo much hackneyed about, that it is in danger of falling into difgrace :
the very idea of true patriotifm is loft, and the term has been proftituted to
the very worft of purpofes. A patriot, Sir! why patriots fpring up like
mufhrooms ? 1 could raife fifty of them within the four-and-twenty hours.
I have raifed many of them in one night. It is bul refufing to gratify an
unreafonable or an infolent demand, and up farts a patriot. I have never
been afraid of making patriots ; but I difdain and defpife all their efforts.
But this pretended virtue proceeds from perfonal malice, and from difap-
pointed ambition. There is not 2 man amongft them whaofe particular aim
T am not able to afcertain, and from what motives they have entered into the
lifts of oppofition. i
s I fhall now confider the articles of accufation which they have brought On foreign
againft me, and which they have not thought fit to reduce to fpecific s, |
; and I (hall confider thefe in the fame order as that in which they
were placed by the honourable member who made the motion. [Firft, in
regard to foreign affairs, fecondly, to domeftic affairs, and, thirdly, to the
conduk of the war.
# As to forcign affairs, I muft take notice of the uncandid manner in
4P 2 which



660

Pericd VIL.

i‘;f;yto 1742.

MEMOIRS OF

which the gentlemen on the other fide have managed the queftion, by blend-
ing numerous treaties and complicated negotiations into one general mafs.

“ To form a fair and candid judgment of the fubject, it becomes neceffary
not to confider the treaties merely infulated ; but to advert to the time in
which they were made, to the circumitances and fituation of Europe when
they weie made, to the peculiar fita#tion in which T ftand, and to the power
which I poffeffecd. T am called repeatedly and infidioufly prime and fole
minifter. Admitting, however, for the fake of argument, that I am prime
and fole minifter in this country ; am 1, therefore, prime and fole minifter
of all Europec? Am I anfwerable for the condué@l of other countries as well
as for that of iny own ? Many woids are not wanting to (hew, that the parti-
cular views of each court occafioned the dangers which affeCted the public
tranquillity'; yet the whole is charged to my account. Nor is this {ufficient ;
whatever was the conduét of England, T am equally arraigned. If we main-
tained ourlelves in peace, and took no fhare in foreign tranfactions, we
are reproached for tamenefs and pufillanimity. If, on the contrary, we in-
terfered in the difputes, we are called Don Quixotes, and dupes to all the
world. If we contrafted guaranties, it was afked, why is the nation wan-
tonly burthened ? If guaranties were declined, we were reproached with
having no allies.”

After making thefe preliminary obfervations, on the neceflity of confidering
the relative fituation of Europe, when thefe engagements were contracted,
and proving that the treaties were right at the time they were made, though
they.might not have had the defired effeét, he entered into a luminous
recapitulation of the principal compaéts, which had been adverted to in
the courle of the debate. They formed a connective feries, embracing paft
events, piefent advantages, and future contingencies, of which the various
parts had fuch a neceflary dependance on each other, that any {eparation
muft be fatal to the comprehen(ion of «the whole.

He took up the fubject from the peace of Utrecht, which, by fuffering a
prince of the houfe of Bourbon to remain on the throne of Spain, had ma-
terially altered the balance of power in Europe, had produced new interefts,
and involved this country in a feries of delicate and complicated negotia-
tions. The quadruple alliance was the confequence  of that treaty ; but as
he was not then in adminiftration, he was not accountable: erther for its artie
¢les or cffedts, though he was unfortunately minifter, and uawillingly ac-
ceffary to the execution of it.

He fhould, therefore, beg?n with thg firft a& of -that adminiftration
'to which he had the honour to belong; a refufal to accept of the fole

mediation
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mediation offered by Spain, on the breach between Spain and France,
occafioned by the difmiffion of the infanta. “ I hope it will not be faid,”
he obferved, “ we had any reafon to quarrcl with F ‘rance upon that
account ; and therefore, if our acccptmg of that mediation m:ght have
produced a rupture with France, it was not our duty to interfere, un-
lefs we had fomething very beneficial to expeét from the acceptance.
A recontiliation between the courts of Vienna and Madrid, it is true, was
defirable to all Europe, as well as to us, provided it had been brought about
without any defign to difturb our tranquillity, or the tranquillity of Europe ;
but both parties were then fo high in their demands, that we could hope
for no fuccefs; and if the negotiation had ended without effect, we might
have cxpeCted the common fate of arbitrators, the difobliging of both.
Therefore, as it was our intereft to keep well with both, I muft fill think
it was the moft prudent part we could a&, to refufe the offcred mediation.

“ The next ftep of our foreign condué expofed to reprehenfion, is the
treaty of JHanover. Sir, if I were to give the true hiftory of that treaty,
which no gentleman can defire, 1 fhould, I am {ure [ could fully juftify
my own conduct ; but as I do not defire to juftify my own, without juf-
tifying his late majefty’s conduct, T muft obferve, ‘that his late majefty had
fuch information, as convinced not only him, but thofe of his council,
both at home and abroad, that fome dangerous defigns had been formed
between the Emperor and Spain, at the time of their concluding the Treaty
at Vienna, in May 1725. Defigns, Sir, which were dangerous not only to
the liberties of this nation, but to the liberties of Europe. They were not
only to wreft Gibraltar and Port Mahon from this nation, and force the
Pretender upon us, but they were to have Don Carlos married to the Em-
peror’s eldeft daughter, who would thereby liave had a probability of unit-
ing in his perfon, or in the perfon of fome of his fucceffors, the crowns of
France and Spain, with the Imperial®dignity, and the Auftrian dominions.
It was therefore highly reafonable, both in France and us, to take the alarm
at fuch defigns, and to think betimes of preventing their being carried into
execution. But with regard to us, it was more particularly our bufinefs to
take the alarm, becaufe we were to have been immediately attacked. I
fhall'grant, Sir, it would have been very difficult, if not impofitble, for Spain

‘and the Emperor joined fﬁ»:)gcther to have invaded, or made themfelves maf-
ters of any of the Britith - dominions ; but will it be faid, they might not
have invaded the king’s dominions in Germany, in order to force him to a
compliance with what they defired of him, as king of Great Britain ? And
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Period VI if thofe dominions had been invaded on account of a quarrel with this na-

1737101742 tion, fhould we not have been obliged, both in honour and intereft§ to defend
them ? When we were thus threatened, it was therefore abfolutely neceffary
for us to make an alliance with France ; and that we might not truft too
much to their affiftance, it was hkcwlfc neceflary to form alliances with the
northern powers, and with fome of the princes in Germany, which we never
did, nor ever could do, without granting them immediate fubfidies. Thefe
mealures were therefore, I ftill think, not only prudent but neceflary, and
by thefe meafures we made it puch more dangerous for the Esperor and
Spain to attack us, than it would otherwife have been.

¢ But ftill, Sir, though by thefc alliances we put ourfelves upon an equal
footing with our enemies, 1 cafe of an attack, yet, in order to preferve the
tranquillity of Europe, as well as our own, there was fomething elfe to be
done. We knew that war could not be begun and carried on without money;
we knew that the Emperor had no money for that purpofe, without receiving
large remittances from Spain; and we knew that Spain could make no
fuch remittanccs without receiving large returns of treafure from the Weft
Indies. The only way, therefore, to render thefe two powers incapable of
difturbing the tranquillity of Europe was, by fending a fquadron to the
Weft Indies, to ftop the return of the Spanifh galleons; and this made it
neceflary, at the {fame time, to {end a fquadron to the Mediterranean, for
the fecurity of our valuable pofieffions in that part of the world. By thefe
mecafures the Emperor faw the impoffibility of attacking us in any part of
the world, becaufe Spain could give him no affiftance, either in money or
troops ; and the attack made by the Spaniards upon Gibraltar was fo fecble,
that we had no occafion to call upon oyr allies for affiftance: a fmall {qua-
dron of our own prevented their attacking it by fea, and from their attack
by land, we had nothing to fear ; they might have knocked their brains
out againft inacceffible rocks, tothis very day, without bringing that fortrefs
into any danger.

« I do not pretend, Sir, to be a great mafter of foreign affairs. Inthat poft
in which I have the honour to ferve his majefty, it is not my bufines to in-
terfere ; and as one of his majefty’s council, I have but one voice; but if I.
had been the {ole advifer of the treaty of Hanover, and of all the meafures
which were taken in purfuance of it, from what I have faid, I hope it will
appear, that T do not deferve to be cenfured, eithr as a weak or a wicked
minifter on that account.”

The next meafures which incurred cenfure were the guamanty of the

pragmatie
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pragmatic fanétion by the fecond treaty of Vienna, and «the refufal of the Chapter 8.
cabinet to affift the houfe of Auftria, in conformity with the articles of that  1741.
guaranty. :

“ As to the guaranty of the pragmatic fanction,” he faid, “ I am really fur-
prifed to find that meafure objefted to; it was {o univerfally approved of,
both within doors and without, that till this very day I think no fault was
ever found with it, unlefs it was that of being too long delayed. If it
was {o neceffary for fupporting the balance of power in Europe, as has been
infifted on in this debate, to preferve intire .the dominions of the houfe of
Auftria, furely it was not our bufinefs to infift upon a partition of them in
favour of any of the princes of the empire. But if we had, could we have
expected that the houfe of Aufiria would have agreed to any {uch partition,
even for the acquifition of our guaranty? The king of Pruffia had, it is
true, a claim upon fome lordfhips in Silefia ; but that claim was abfolutely
denied by the court of Vienna, and was not at that time fo much infifted
on by the late king of Pruffia. Nay, if he had lived till this time, I believe
it would not now have been infifted on; for he acceded to that guaranty
without any refervation of that claim ; therefore, I muft look upon this as
an objection, which has fince arifen from an accident, that could not then
be forefeen, or provided againft. ;

“ T mulft therefore think, Sir, that our guaranty of the pragmatic fan&ion,
or our manner of doing it, cannot now be objected to, nor any perfon cen-
fured by parliament for advifing that meafure. In regard to the refufal of
the cabinet to affift the houfe of Auftria, though it was prudent and right
in us to enter into that guaranty, we were not, therefore, obliged to enter
into every broil the houfe of Auftria might afterwards lead themfelves into;
and therefore, we were not in honour obliged to take any fhare in the war
which the Emperor brought upon himfelf in the year 1733, nor were we
in intereft obliged to take a fhare in tha? war, as long as neither fide attempted
to pufh their conquefts farther than was confiftent with the badance of power
in Europe, which-was a cafe that did not happen. For the power of the
houfe of Auftria was not diminifhed by the event of that war, becaufe they
got Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, in lieu of Naples and Sicily; nor was
the power of France much increafed, becaufe Loraine was a province fhe
had taken and kept poffeffion of, during every war in which fhe had been
engaged.

“ As to the difputes with Spain, they had not then reached fuch a height
as to make 3t neceffary for us to come to an open rupture. We had ther

reafom to hope, that all differences would be accommodated in an amicable
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Period VII. manner ; and whilft we have any fuch hopes, it can never be prudent for

1737101743, Us to engage ourfelves in war, efpecially with Spain, where we have always

‘" had a very beneficial commerce. Thefe hopes, ’tis true, Sir, at laft proved
abortive, but 1 never heard it was a crime to hope for the beft. This fort
of hope was the caufe of the late convention; if Spain had performed her
part of that preliminary treaty, I am fure it would not have been wrong in
us, to have hoped for a friendly accommodation, and for that end to Rave
waited nine or ten months longer, in which time the plenipotentiaries were, by
the treaty, to have adjufted all the differences {fubfifting between the two
pations. But the failure of Spain in performing what had been agreed to
by this preliminary, put an end to all our hope, and then, and mot till then,
it became prudent to enter into hoftilities, which were commenced as foon
as poflible after the expiration of the term limited for the payment of the
£.95,000.

““ Strong.and virulent cenfures have been caft on me, for having con'imenccd
the war without a fingle ally, and tlus deficiency has been afcribed to the
multifarious treaties in which I have bewildered mylfclf, But although the
authors of this imputation are well apprized that all thefe treaties have been
fubmitted to and approved by parliament, yet they are now brought forward
as rrlrnes, without appealing to thg judgment of patliament, and without
proving or declaring that all or any of them were advifed by me. A fup-
pofed fole minifter is to be condemned and punifbied as the author of all;
and what adds to the enormify is, that an attempt was made to convict
him uncharged and unheard, without taking into confideration the moft
arduous crifis which ever occurred in the annals of Europe, Sweden cor-
rupted by France; Denmark tempted and wavering ; the landgrave of Heffe
Caflel almoft gained; the kingof Pruffia, the Emperqr, and the Czarina, with
whom alliances had been negotiating, dead ; the Auflrian dominions claimed
by Spain and Bavaria ; the elector of 8axony hefitating whether he fhould ac-
cede to the gemeral confederacy planned by France; the®ourt of Vienna ir-
refolute and indecifive. In this critical junéture, if France enters into en-
gegements with Pruffia, and if the queen of Hungary hefitates and liftens
to France, are all or any of thefe events to be imputed to Englifh counfelsd
and if to Englifh counfels, why are they to be attributed to one man ?

On domeftic “ | now come, Sir, to the fecond head, the conduét of domeftic aﬂ‘am ;
affairs. and here a moft heinous charge is made, that the nation has been burthened
with unneceffary éxpences, for the fole purpofe of preventing the difcharge

of aur debts, and the abolition of taxes, But, this attack is more {0 the

dithonour of the whole cabinet council thanto me. [If there is any grmmd for
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this imputation, it isa charge upon king, lords, and commons, as corrupted, Chapter 45
or impofed upon. And they have no proof of thefe allegations, but affect
to {ubftantiate them by common fame and public notoriety.

“ No expence has been incurred but what has becn approved of, and pro-
vided for by parliament. The public treafure has been duly applied to the
ﬁs to which it was appropriated by parliament, and regular accounts have

en annually laid before parliament, of every article of expence. If by
foreign accidents, by the difputes of foreign ftates amongft themfelves, or
by their defigns againft us, the nation has often been put to an extraordinary
expence, that expence cannot be faid to have been unneceffary, becaufe, if
by faving it we had expofed the balance of power to danger, or ourfelves
to an attack, it would have coft, perhaps, a hundred times that fum, béfore
we could recover from that danger, or Ire:pr:l that attack.

« In all fuch cafes there will be a varety of opinions. I happened to
be one of thofe who thought all thefe expences neceffary, and I had the
good fortune to have the majority of both houfes of parliament on my fide;
but this, it {cems, proceeded from bribery and corruption. Sir, if any one
inftance had been mentioned, if it had been fhewn, that I ever offered a re-
ward to any member of either houfe, or ever threatened to’ deprive any
member of his office or employment, in order to influence his vote in par-
liament, there might have been fome ground for this charge; but when it
is {o penerally laid, I do not know what I can fay to it, unlefs it be to deny
it as generally and as pofitively as it has been afferted; and, thank God!
till fome proof be offered, I have the laws of the land, as well as the laws of
charity in my favour. -

« Some members of both houfes have, it is true, been removed from their
employments under the crown; but werc they ¢ver told, either by me, or
by any other of his majefty’s fervants, that it was for oppofing the meafures
of the adminiftration in parliament ? They were removed, becaufe his ma-
jefty did not think fit to continue them longer in his fervice. His majefly
had a right fo to do, and I know no one that has a nght to afit him, What dof‘E
thow? If his majefty had a mind that the favours of the crown fhould cit-
culate, would not this of itfelf be a good reafon for removing any of his fer-
vants? Would not this reafon be approved of by the whole nation, except
thofe who happen to be the prefent poffefiors ? I cannot, therefore, fee how
this can be imputed as a crime, or how any of the king's minifters can be
blamed for his dOins what the public has no concern in; for if the public
be well and-faithfully ferved, it has no bufinefs to afk by whom. S

“ As to the pasticular chasge urged againft me, I mean that of the army

" Yer. l 4Q debentures,
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debentures, I am furprifed, Sir, to hear any thing relating to this affair
charged upon me. Whatever blame may attach to this affair, it muft be
placed to the account of thofe that were in power, when I was, as they call
it, the countrygentleman: It was by them this affair was introduced, and
conducted, and I came in only to pay off thofe public {ecurities, which their
management had reduced to a great difcount, and confequently to redeem our
public credit from that reproach, which they had brought uponit. The dif-
count at which thefe aymy debentures were negotiated, was a ftrong and pre-
valent reafon with patliament, to apply the finking fund firft to the payment
of thofe debentures, but the finking fund could not be applied to that pur-
pofe, till it began'to produce fomething confiderable, which was not till the
year 1727. ‘That the finking fund was then to receive a great addition, was
a fact publicly known in 1726 ; and if {ome people were {ufficiently quick-
fighted to forefee. that'the parhament would probably make this ufe of it,
and cunning enough to make the moft of their own furefight, could I help
it, or could they be blamed for doing fo? But I defy my moft inveterate
encmy to prove, that I had any hand in bringing thefe debentures to a dif-
count, or that I had any (hare in the profits by buying them up.

“ In reply to thofec who confidently affert that the national debt is not
decreafed fince 1927, and that the finking fund has not been applied to
the difcharge of the public burthens, 1 can with truth declare, that a part
of the debt has been paid off, and the landed intereft has been very much
cafed, with refpect to that moft unequal and grievous burthen, the land tax.
1 fay fo, Sir, becaufe upon examination it will appear, that within thefe
fixteen or {eventeen years, no lefs than £. 8,000,000 of our debt has been
actually difcharged, by the due application of the finking fund, and at leaft
£. 7,000,000 has been taken from that fund, and applied to the eafe of the
land tax. “For if it had not been applied to the current fervice, we muit have
fupplied that fervice by increafing the land tax ; and as the finking fund was
onginally def igned for paying off our debts, and eafing us of our taxes, the
application of itin eafe of the land tax, was certainly as proper #nd as necef-
fary an ufe as could be made. And I little thought that giving relief fo
landed gentlemen, would have been brought againft me as a crime.

“ I fhall now advert to the third topic of accufation, the conduét of the
war. I have already ftated in what manner, and under what circumftances
hoftilities commenced,and as Iam neither general nor admiral,asThave nothing
to do cither with our navy or army, I am fure I am not anfwerable for the
profecution of it. Bat were I to anfwer for every thing, no fault counid, T
think, bg found with my condué in the profecution of the war, It has
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from the beginning been carried on with as much vigour, and as great care
of our tradc, as was confiftent with our fafety at home, and with the cir-
cumftances we were in at the beginning of the war. If our altacks upon
the enemy were too long delayed, or if they have not been fo vigorous or fo
frequent as they ought to have been, thofe,only are to blame who have for
many years been Laranguing againft flanding armies ; for without a fufficient
number of regular troops in proportion to the numbers kept up by our neigh-
bours, I am lure, we can neither defend ourfelves, nor offend our enemies,
On the fuppofcd mifcarriages of the war, {o unfairly Rated, and o uhjuftly
imputed to me, I could, with great eafe, frame an incontrovertible dcfence ;
but as I have trefpaficd fo long on the time of the houfe, I fhall not weaken
the effect of that forcible exculpation fo generoufly and difintereftly ad-
vanced by the right honourable gentleman who fo meritorioufly prefides at
the admuiralty. '

“ If my whole adminiftration is to be fcrutinifed and arraigned, why are
the moft favourable parts to be omitted ? If faéts are to be accumulated on
ong fide, why not on the other? And why may not T be permitted to {peak in
my own favowr ¢ Was 1 not called by the voice of the king and the nation
to remedy the fatal cffefts of the South Sea proje&, and to fupport des
clining credit? Was I not placed at the head of the treafury, when the re-
venues were in the greateft confufion? Is credit revived, and does it now
flourith ? Is it not at an incredible height, and if fo, to whom muft that cir-
cumftance be attributed ? Has not tranquillity been preferved both at home
and abroad, notwithftanding a moft unreafonable and violent oppofition ?
Has the true intereft of the nation been purfued, or has trade flourifhed ?
Have gentlemen produced one inftance of this exorbitant power, of the in-
fluence which I extend to all parts of the nation, of the tyranny with which
I opprefs thofe who oppofe, and the liberality with which T reward thofe
who fupport me ? But having firft invefted me with a kipd of mock dignity,
and ftyled me a prime minifter, they impute to me an* unpardonable abufe
of that chimerical authority which they only have created and conferred. If
they are really perfuaded that the army is annually eftablithed by me, that 1
have the fole difpofal of pofts and honours, that I employ this power in the
deftru&ion of liberty, and the diminution of commerce, let me awaken them
from their delufion. Let me expofe to their view the real condition of the
public weal ; let me fhew them that the crown has made no encroachments,
that all fupplies have been granted by parliament, that all queftions have
been debated with the fame freedom as before the fatal period, if which my

4Qz2 ' counfels_
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Feria VIL.  counfels are faid to have gained the aftendancy: An afcendancy from which

1737t01742. they deduce the lofs of trade, the approach of flavery, the preponderance of
prerogative, and the extenfion of influence. But I am far from believing
that they fecl thofe apprehenfions which they {o earneftly labour to commu-
nicate to others, and I have toe high an opinion of their fagacity not to
conclude that, even in their own judgment, they are complaining of griev-
ances that they do not {uffer, and promoting rather their private intereft than
that of the public. 2

“ What 15 this unbounded fole power which is imputed to me ? How has
it difcovered itfelf, or how has it been proved ?

“ What have been the effe@s of the corruption, ambition, and-avarice,
with which I am fo abundantly charged ?

“ Have I ever been fufpeted of being corrupted? A ftrange phzno-
menon, a corrupter himfelf not corrupt  Is ambition impuled to me @ Why
then do 1 fill continue a commoner ? I, who refufed a white ftaff and a
peerage. 1 bad, indeed, like to have forgotten the little ornament about my
fhoulders, which gentlemen have f{o repeatedly mentioned in terms of far-
caftic obloquy. But furely, though this may be regarded with envy or in-
dignation in another place, it cannot be fuppofed to raife any refentment in
this houfe, where many may be pleafed to fee thofe honours which their
anceftors have worn, reftored-again to the commons.

“ Have I given any {ymptoms of an avaricious drfpofiton? Have I ob-
tained any grants from the crown fince 1 have been placed at the head of the
treafury ? Has my condu@® been different from that which others in the
fame ftation would have followed ? Have 1 afted wrong im giving the place
of auditor Lo my fon, and in providing for my own family ? I truft that their
advancement will not be imputed to me as a crime, unlefs it fhall be proved
that I placed them ia offices of trufk and refponfibility for which they were
unfit. ;

“ But while I unequivocally deny that I am fole and prime minifter, and
that to my influence and direction all the meafures of government muft be at-
tributed, yet F will not {hrink from the refponfibility which attaches to the
poft I kave the henour to hold ; and thould, during the long period in which
1 have fat upon this bench, any one ftep taken by government be proved
to be either difgraceful or difadvantageous te the nation, I am ready to hold
myfelf accountable.

“ To conclude, Sir, though I fhall always be proud of the honour of any
truft or confidence from his majefty, yet I fhall always be ready to remove

from
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from his councils and prefence, when he thinks fit ; and therefore I fhould Chapter ¢6.
think myfelf very little concerned in the event of the prefent queftion, if it
were not for the encroachment that will thercby be made upon the preroga-
tives of the crown. But I muft think, that an addrefs to his majefty to ie-
move one of his fervants, without {o much as alledging any particular crime
againft him, is one of the greateft encroachments that was ever made upon
the prerogatives of the crown ; and therefore, for the fake of my mafter,
without any regard for my own, T hope all thofe that have a due regard for
our conftitution, and for the rights and prerogatives of the crown, without
which our conftitution cannot be preferved, will be againft this motion."”

This fpeech made a deep impreffion on the houfe. It was delivered in Motion ne-
a moft animated and falcinating manner, and with more dignity than he g‘*"hved"
ufually affumed. The moticn was negatived by 290 againft 106 * ; a great
and «unufual majority, which proceeded from the fchifin between the Tories
and the Whigs, and the feceffion of Shippen and his friends.

The fame motion was made by lord Carteret the fame day in the houfe Motion im
of lords, and fupported with more pertinacity and vigour than in the com. W or®
mons. The fchifm between the Torics and Whigs had not extended to that
houfe, and the lords in oppofition acted uniformly and confiftently in one
compact phalanx.

The principal fpeakers againft the minifier were, the dukes of Bedford
and Argyle, the earls of Sandwich, Weftmoreland, Berkfhire, Carlifle, Abing-
don, and Halifax, and the lords Haverfham and Bathurft ; the oppolers of
the motion were, the lord chancellor, the dukes of Newcaftle and Devon-
fhire, the bifhop of Salifbury (Sherlock) the earl of llay, and lord Hervey.

The motion was negatived by 108 againft 59, but a warm proteft was Negatived;
figned by 31 peers. The prince of Wales was prefent, but did not vote ;. and
it was remarked that feveral peers who had places under government, parti-
cularly the ear] of Wilmington, did flot divide with either party +.

Immediately after the motion was thus difpofed of, the duke of Marlbc.
rough rofe, and moved to refolve, * that any attempt to inflict any kind of
punithment on any per{on, without allowing him an opportunity to make
his defence, or without proof of any crime or mifdemeanour committed by
Rim,. is contrary to natural juftice, the fundamental laws of this realm, and
the antient eftablifhed ufage of parliaments ; and it is a high infringement on.
the liberties of the fubjaét.”

L741.
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The truth of the propofition contained in this motion, was admitted by
the warmeft friends of the laft motion ; but, contrary to all principles of rea-
foning, they infifted upon the treaties that lay before them, as being full evi-
dences againft the minifter, but without offering one circumftance of evi-
dence to prove that thofe treaties had been folely condued by him, or that
they were detrimental in themfelves ta the honour and intereft of the nation.
They made, however, a faint endeavour to fet afide the motion upon the pre-
vious queftion, but it was carried, though ftrong protefts were entered upon
both queftions *.

In this whole tranfaction, the greateft furprife was excited by the conduct
of Shippen.

His feceffion expofed him to much obloquy from the party whom he de-
feited. Some inferred, that his abfence was purchafed by a bribe 4, and did not
fcruple to aflert, that he received an annual penfion from government ; others
have been fo unjuft as to affert that this rumour was induftrioufly raifed by
Walpole, to decry his integrity, and diminifh his influence {. It might
be fufficient to refute this unjuft reflection, by obferving, that his wife's
fortune placed him far above all temptation, and that he bad exhi-
bited a ftrong proof of difintereftednefs at a very trying period. When
Shippen was committed to the Tower, for declaring that the only infelicity
in his majefty’s reign was, that he was unacquainted with our language and
conftitution, and th3t the fpeech from the throne was rather calculated for
the meridian of Germany, than of Great Britain ; the prince of Wales, then
diffatisfied with his father, fent general Churchill, his groom of the bed-
chamber, to him, with the offer of a prefent of £. 1,000; which Shippen
declined §. That he was honeft and inflexible, is undoubted! Even
Walpole himfelf has attefled this truth, by repeatedly declaring, not only
while he was at the head of affairs, but after his refignation, not only during
the life of Shippen, but after his deaths that he would not fay who was cor-
rupted, but he would fay who 7was net corruptible, that man was Shippen |[.

The real caufe of his {feceflion, I am enabled to afcertain, from the account
of a perfon nearly related to him: Sir Robert Walpole having difcovered
a correfpondence, which one of Shippen’s friends carried on with the Pre-
gender, Shippen called on the miniffer, and defired him to fave his friend.

* Tindal, vol. 20, p.' 429. § Etough, from Dr. Middleton, to whom it,

4 Opinions of the duchefs of Marlborough. ~ was communicated by Shippen.
¢ Sheridan’s Life of Swift, p. azs, |l From lord Orford.
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Sir Robert willingly complied : and then {aid, Nr. Shippen, T cannot defire
you to vote with the adminiftration, for with your principles, 1 have no right
to expect it. But I only require, whenever any queftion is brought forward in
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the houfe perfonally affeCting me, that you will recolled the tavour I have

now granted you. It is likewile to be obfcrved, that this was only a tem-
porary truce, for he foon refumed his agcuftomed oppofition, and gave his
affiftance to thofe ftrenuous meafures, which drove the minfter from the
helm. ; :

If uniformity of principles, and confiftency of condué, be admitted as a
merit, William Shippen certainly deferves that culogium as much or more
than any ather member of the houfe of commons. Yet in confidering the
perfons who formed the minority, we ought to be on our guard, left we mif-
take the heat of party for true patriotiim ; and we (hould allo be wary in truft-
ing to expreffions which are become almoft cant words, and have been handed
from one writer to another, until they have been adopted as unqueflionable

truths, Thus he is called by various writers,  the Englifh Cato,” ** inflexible

patriet 3 and Pope has faid of him,

I love to pour out all myfelf, as plain
As lhoneft Shippen, or downright Montagne,

But though we may allow him to be honeft and incorruptible, yet the ap-
pellation of true patriot, can by no means be juftly conferggd on him; unlefs we
fhould ftyle that man a patriot, who was notorioufly difaffeCted to the pro-
teftant fucceffion, and publicly known to be in the intercfts of the Pretender;
who did not affe& even to conceal his fentiments, who in the heterogencous
meetings of the oppofition, frequently difgufted the old Whigs with declara-
tions on the neceffity of reftoring the Stuarts *; and who in company with
his intimate friends, was often heard to declare, that he waited for orders from
Rome, before he would give his vote in the houfe of commons.

The family of Shippen was fettled in Chefhire. His father, who was
reftor of Stockport, had four fons, one of whom was prefident of Brafen Nofe
college, Oxford, a man of diftinguifhed abilities, and of the fame principles
with his brother ; and one daughter, who married Mr. Leyborne, a gentle-
sman of refpectable family in Yorkfhire. _

. William Shippen was born about the year 1672, and received his edica-
tion at Stockport {chool, which was conducted with great credit by a mafter
whofe name was Dale. He firfk came into parliament in 1507, for Bramber

* From the bifhop of Salifbury.
in
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Period VII. in Suffex, in the place of John Afpill, who was expelled for blafphemy, by

_1737t01742. the intereft of lord Plymouth, whofe fon Dixy Windfor, was his brother-in-

S~ law. He agin reprefented that borough in 1710. In 1713, when he was
chofen for Saltath in Cornwall, probably by government intereft, but waved his
feat in 1714, on being eletted for Newton in Lancafhire, through the intereft
of Mr. Legh of Lime Park, in Chelhire, whofe aunt, lady Clarke, was married to
his brother Dr, Shippen, which place he continued to reprefent until his death.
His paternal cftate was very (mall, not exceeding £.400 a ycar, but he ob-
tained a fortune of not lefs than 70,000 by his wife, who was daughter and
co-heirefs of Sir Richard Stote, knight, of the county of Northumberland,
by whom he left no children. His way of living was in all refpects fimple
and ceconomical. Before his marriage he never exceeded his income, and
even afterwards his expences were not proportionable to the largenefs of his
eftate,

For a fhort periad he had apartments in Holland-houfe, from whence he
dates feveral of his letters to bifhop Atterbury, with whom he maintained a
conlant correfpondence, during his exile*.  And William Morrice mentions
him in one of his letters as a perfon who continued fixed to his principles,
or as he exprefles himfelf, as oneft as ever. He {eems to have had no country
refidence, except a hired houfe on Richmond-hill, but made excurfions in
{ummer to his wife’s relations in Northumberland, His ufual place of abode
was London, in thg latter period of his life, in Norfolk Street, and his houfe
was the rendezvous for perfons of rank, learning, and abilities ; his manner
was pleafing and dignified, and his converfation was replete with vivacity'and
wit.

Shippen and Sir Robert Walpole had always a .perfonal regard for each
other. +e was frequently heard to fay, Robin and I are two honeft men.
He s for king George, and I for king James, but thofe men with long cravats
(meaning Sandys, Sir John Rufhout, Gybbon, and othets) only defirc places,
cither under kipg George or king James.

By the accounts of thofe 4+ who had heard him in the houfe of cémmons,
+his manner was highly energetic and fpirited 4s to fentiment and exprefiion ;
‘but he generally fpoke in a low tone of voice, with too great rapidity, and
held his glove before his mouth. His {peeches ufually contained fome pointed
speriod, which peculiarly applied to the fubje& in debate, and which be ug~
tered with great animation.

» ,}qlcrccptea letters.  Orford Papers. 4 From the late car! of Drfprd,
Shippen
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Shippen publithed feveral pamphlets, the titles of which I cannot af~ Chapter 98
certain: he may be fuppofed to have obtained fome reputation.as a poet, = r741-
by the mention which Sheffield, duke of Buckingham, makes of him in his
poem, “ The Election of a Poet Laureat :*

To Shippen, Apollo was cold with refpedt,
But faid in a greater affembly he fhin'd :
As places were things he had ever declin’d.

Shippen wrote two political poems. Faction Difplayed, and Moderation
Difplayed. 1In the firlt he draws the charalters of the great Whig lords,
under the names of the principal Romans who were engaged in Catalinc's
confpiracy. This fatire is {fevere and cauftic, but the lines are, in general,
rough and inharmonious. The concluding paflage, which refers to the death
of the duke of Gloucefter, is not without mentf :

So by the courfe of the revolving {pheres,

Whene'er a new difcover'd ftar appears ;

Aftropomers, with pleafure and amaze,

Upon the infant luminary gaze.

They find their heavens enlarg’d, and wait from thence
Some bleft, fome more than common influence;

But {uddenly, alas! the flecting light

Retiring, leaves their hopes involv'd in endle(s night.

His wife was extremely penurious, and from a peculiarity of temper, un-
willing to mix in fociety. She was much courted by queen C§.rolinc. but hav-
ing imbibed from her hufband a great independency of principle, oftenta-
tioufly affeked to decline all intercourfe with the court.
The fortune which he received with his wife, and the mongy which he had
ved, came to her on his death; in.confequence of a compaét, that the fur-
vivor fhould inh;:rit the whole. As neither he nor any of his brothers left
any fons; his paternal eftate paffed to his nephew Dr. Leyborne, principal of
Albion-hall, Oxford, and Mr. Leyborne, a merchant of the faftory at Lifban.
Shippen’s'widow lived to a great age : her infirmities bcing fuch as to prevent
her making a will, her,ample frtune thercfore devolved on her fifter Mrs.
Dixie Windfor®.
* Shippen’s nicce, Mifi Leyborne, was A collateral bramich of the family of Shippew
maryied to the Rev, Mr. Taylor, She was is fettled in Philadelphia, ome of them married
to M. Willes, widow of the Jate Laurens, who war prefident of the congrefs,

md much refpefted j to whom and anether, the American general Ar
34k principally indebted for thefe anccdotess i (i

Vou. I 4R
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY-SEVENTH:

I?*I.

Proceedings of Parliament on the Auffrian Subfidy.—Grant of Three hundred
thoufand Pounds to the Queen of Hungary.—Her Inflexibility—and difafirous
Situation. '

HE ouly parliamentary méafure in this feffion which deferves farther
notice, was the grant of a fubfidy to the quecn of Hungary, which

finally involved England in a war with France. It was undoubtedly neither
confonant to the wifhes or fentiments of the minifter, who had carneftly ex-
erted himfelf to bring about an accommodation betw=en Pruffia and Aulftria,
to promote a meafure calculated to encourage the obftinacy of Maria Therefa
at a moment when fhe feemed wavering and irrefolute. But the voice of
the nation loudly echoed the uncea.ﬁng cry of oppofition in favour of Maria
Therefa. The king was alarmed for his Gesman dominions, the majority
of the'cabinet inclined to vigorous meafures, and it was imagined thiat a de-
cided refolution wf parliament to fupport the houfe of Auftria, would inti-
midate the king of Pruffia, and induce him to lower his terms of accommu-
dation.

In confequence of thefe prevailing fentiments, the king opened the fubjeét
in a {peech from the throne. He faid, i

« At the opening of this feffion, I took notice to you of the death of the
late Emperor, and of my refolution to adhere to the engagements Lam un-
der, in order to the maintaining of the balance of power, and the libertics
of Europe, on that important occafion. The affurances I received from you,
in return to this communication, were y agreeable to that zeal and
vigour which this parliament has always exerted in the fispport of the honour
and intereft of my crown and kmgdoma, and of thé common caufe.

‘& The war whlch has fince broke:owt,"and beon tarmied on in part of the
Auftrian dominions, and the variows and entenfive clgims which mpﬁb
hclymade on the late Emperor’s fuccefion, are new eveats. that mwa
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the utmoft eare and attention, as they may involve all Europe in a bloody war, Claptes ¢7s
and fn confequeuce, expofe the dominions of fuck princes as fhall 1ake part in fuppert of
the pragmatic fanilion to imminent and tmmediate danger. The queen of Hungary
has alrcady made a requifitionof the twelve thoufand men, exprefsly ftipulated
by treaty ; and thereupon I have demanded of the king of Denmark, and of
the king of Sweden, as Landgrave of Heffe Caflcl, their refpective bodies of
troops, confifting of fix thoufand men each, to be in readinefs to march forth-
with to the affiftance of her Hungarian inajefly. 1 am alfo concerting fuch
further meafures as may obviate and difappoint the dangerons defignsand ats
tempts, that may be forming, or carried on, in favour of any unjuft preten-
fions, to the prejudice of the houfe of Auftria. Tn this complicated dnd un-
certain ftate of things, many incidents may arife, during the time when, by
reafon of the approaching conclufion of this patliament, it may be impoffible
for me to have your advice and affiftance, which may make it neceffary for
me to enter info ftill larger expences for maintaining the pragmatic fanc-
tion. Ina conjuncture {o critical, I have thought it propet to lay thefe
. important confiderations before you, and to defire the concurrence of my
parliament, in enabling me to ¢ontribute in the mofl effeétual manner to the
fupport of the queen of Hungary, the preventing by all reafonable means
the fubverfion of the houfe of Auflia, and to the maintaining the liberties
and balance of power in Europe *."”

When the commons returned, Clutterbuck 4 recapitulated the occafion Debate on
which had induced the king to make this application. He expatiated on B&fdﬁ*’{" for
the ambitious defigns of France, expoled the danger of Europe from the de. **“*™
“frrution of the hop{e of Auftria, the injuftice of Pruffia in the invafion of
Silefia, and the wifdom and propriety of aflerting the pragmatic fanction,
and fulfilling their engagemeats with the houfe of- Auftria. As by this
conduét, he obferved, the king would expofe his ele@oral dominions, and
as the danger would be increafs ndt by any difputes with the neighbouring
princes, but by his firmnefs i afferting the general rights of Europé, and as
the conT'equchcs of ¢his condué would be chiefly beneficial to Great Bri-
tain, the houfe ought to TUpport him in the profecution of this defign :- He
concluded, “ I hope every gentleman in this houfe, will agree with me, that
we tto our approbation of thefe meafures, in fuch terms as may
fHew the warld, that thofe who fhall dare to obftruét themy, muft refolve to
incutthemefentuient of this nation, and expoie themfelves to all the oppo-

1741,

Journnts.  Chandler, 4 A lord of the treafury.
4R e fition
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Peripd VTI. fition that the parliament of Great Britain can fend forth againft them, We

1737t01742. ought to pronounce that the territories of Hanover will be confidered on
this occafion as the dominions of England, and that any attack on one or the
other will be equally refented. T therefore move, that an humble addrefs be
prefented,  to exprefs our dutiful fenfe of his majelty’s regard fopthe rights of
the queen of Hungary, and for maintaining the pragmatic fanction; to de-
clare our concurrence in the prudent meafures, which his majcﬁy 15 purfumg
for the prelrvation of the liberties and balance of power in Europe; to ac-
knowledge his majefty's wifdom and refolution, in not {uffeing himfelf to
be diverted fiom feadily perfevering in his juft purpafes of fulfilling hus en-
gagenidnts with the houfe of Auftria®.”

Fox fupported the addrefs, and obferved, « If the propofed oppofition to
the king of Pruffia fhould incite him, or any other power, to an invafion of
his majefty’s foreign dominions, we cannot refufe them our proteétionand affift-
ance ; foras they fuffer for the caufe which we engaged to {upport, and fuffer
only by our meafures, we are, at leaftas allics, obliged by the laws of equuty,
and the gencral compaéts of mankind, to arm in their defence; and what
may be claimed by the common nght of aljies, we fhall furely not deny
them, only becaufe they own the fame monarch with ourfelves,”

As for fome time the oppofition had been clamorous in arraigning the
minifter for not fupporting the queen of Hungary, they could not confiftently
refift the motion. But fortunately, the expreffion in the {peech alluding to
Hanover, and the (pecific declaration of the member who moved the addrefs,
that the king’s German dominions were the obje¢t of defence, gave them an
opportunity of defcanting on the popular topic of Hanoverian intereft, with-
out appcs.nng to decry the propriety of fupporting the pragmatic fan&xon,
or arraigning the principles on which the motion was founded.

Pultency readily allowed the ambitious defigns of France, and the necef-
fity of counteracting them. He then cobferved, that the only hopes of ef-
feing that beneficial’purpofe refted on the houfe of Auftria, For.this rea-
fon the uniform exertions of this country had been employed in aggrandifing
that power, as a counterpoife to the-increafing werght of the houfe of Bour-
bon. But this wife plan was whally overturned, and the fabric which this
cotntry had fo long and o affiduoufly Iaboured to erel; was at once de-
ftroyed, by the treaty of Hanover, and from that t:me,q.lmo& to the pre-
fant moment, almoft all our exertions had been unifermly direfed to the

Gentleman's Magazine far 1 746.
> fame
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fame mifchievous purpole. * By what impulfe,” he added, * or by what Chaptes. 57.
infatuation, thefe afferftors of liberty, thelc enemies of France, thefe guar- 1741, "
dians of the balance of power, were on the fudden prevailed on to declare ey’
1 favour of the power whom they had {o long thought it thejr chief intereft
and higheft honour to oppofe, muft be difcovered by fagacity fuperior to
mine. But after {uch perplexity of coupcils, and fuch fluctuation of con-
dudt, if our concurrence is neceffary to increafe his majefty’s influence on
the continent, to animate the friends of the houfe of Aufiria, or to reprefs
the difturbags of the public tranquillity, 1 fhall willipgly unite with the moft
zealous advocates for the adminiftration in any vote of approbation or affift-
ance, not contrary to the act of fettlement, that important and well con-
certed ad, by which the prefent fanuly was advanced to the throne, and by
which it was provided that England [hall never be involved in a war fur
the enlargement or protection of the dominions of Hanover, dominions from
which we never expected nor received any benefit, and for which therefore
nothing ought to be either fuffered or hazarded. :

“ If it thould again be neceffary to form a confederacy, and to unite the
powers of Europe againft the houfe of Bourbon, that ambitious and refilefs
family, by which the repule of the world s almoft every day interrupted,
which it nceflantly labouring againft the huppinefs of human nature, and
feeking evay hour an opportunity of new encroachments, 1 declare that I
fhall not only, with the greateft cheerfulnefs, bear my fhare of the public
expence, but endeavour to reconcile others to their part of the calamities
of war. This I have advanced, in confidence that {ufficient care fhall be
taken, that in any new alliance, we fhall be parties, not principals, that the
expence of war, as the advantage of victory, (hall be common; and that
thofe who unite with us fhall be our allies, not our mercenarics.”

The reply of the minifter was fpecific and manly : “ We are obliged, by
this treaty, to fupply, the houle of Ayftria with twelve thoufar men, and
the Dutch, who were engaged in it, by our example, have promifed a fupply
of five thoufand. This force, joined to thofe armies which the large do-
minions of that family enable them to raife, were conceived fufficient to
repel any enemy by whom thejr rights fhould be igvaded. But becaufe
-in affairs of fuch importance nothing is to be left to hazard, becaufe
the prefervation of the equipoife of power, on which the liberties of al-
moft all mapkind, who ggn call themfelves free, muft be acknowledged to
depends ‘ought to be rather certain, than barely probable; it is fipulated
farther, both by the Dutéh and ourfelves, that if the {upplies fpecified in

the fichl asticle thall appear infufficient, we (hall nnite our whale force Ln
' ' the
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the defence of our ally, and ftruggle once more for independence, with ar-

1737t01743. dour proportioned to thie importance of our caufe.
|

% By thefe {tipulations, mo engagements have been formed that can be
1magmcd to have been prohibited by the aé of fettlement, by which it
is provided, that the houfe of Hanover fhall not plunge this nation into a
war, for the fake of their foreign dominions, without the confent of the
paliament ; for this war is by no means entered upon for the pargicular
fecurity of Hahover, but for the general advantage of Europe, to reprefs the
ambition of the Frendh, and to preferve ourfelves and our pftenty from
the moft abject dependance upon a nation, exafperated againft us by a long
oppofition and hereditary hatred.

“ Nor is the act of {ettlement only preferved unwviolated, by the reafons
of the prefent alliance, but by the regular concurrence of the parliament,
which his majcfty has defired, notwithflanding his indubitable right &f mak-
ing peace and war by his own authonty. I cannot, therefore, imagine upon
what pretenice it can be urged that the law, which requires that no war fhall
Be made on account of the Hanoverian dominions without the confent of
parliament is violated, when it is evident that the war is made upon other

motives, and the conttirrence of the parliament is folemnly defired.”

Sandys having made the fame objeétien as Pulteney, and obferved that
the motion was inconfiftent with-the truft repofed in the commons by the
conftitution, who owe allegiance to the king of Great Britain and not ta
the elector of Hanaver, was anfwered by Horace Walpole,” who defended
the treaty of JFanover. After a few remarks from Viner, againft the pro-
pricty of opffofing the king of Pruffia’s demands, before they were fully un.
derftood, lord Gage concluded the debate by obferving, “1 have alway:
been taught that allegiance to my prince is confiftent with fidelity to my
country, that the intereft of the king and the people of Great Britain it
the fame, and that Ke only iy a true febje@ of the crown, whois a fteady pro

moter of the happine(s of the natioh,

—# For this reafon I think it neceffary to declare, that Hlanover is always tc
be confidered as & fovereigaty {eparate from that of England and 1s a cotin-
try with laws and jrileretts diftin® from our's; and that it is the duty o
the reprefentatives 6f this hation, to take care-that interelts {o differen
may never be confounded, and that' England may incur mo expéhbe of whitt
Hanover alone tan enjoy the advantage. If the'deior of Hanover, thould

be engaged in war with any of tle neighbouring w&"ﬁ:ﬁ&lﬂ' e
ensbled by & Vikory to enter into the country, dnd carry thé of
throughl all his tetritories, :t would by no means be ncceffary for ; 3

tior
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tion to interpofe ; for the elector of Hanover might lofe his dominjons with~ Chaptec sy
out any difadvantage or dithonour to the king or people of England.”

It was evident that the minority, in making thefe obfervations, did not
intend to oppole the motion, but only to caft a reproach upon adminiftra-
tion ; for the queftion was carried without a divifion *.

The addrefs being carried, the minifter moved for an aid of £. 300,000 to
the queen of Hungary. He briefly ftated the ncceffity of preventing the
difmemberment of the Auftrian dominions, in which the interefls of Great
Britain were peceffarily involvéd. Shippen oppofed the motion, 1n a {peech
replete with farcaftic irony. He faid, * though it cannot be expected 1
have forgotten the refentment which 1 have formerly drawn upon mylelf by
an open declaration of my {entiments with regard to Hanover 4, I ftand
up again with equal confidence, to make my proteftations againft any inter-
pofition in the affairs of that country, and to avow my diflike of the promife
lately madec to defend it: A promife, jnconfiftent, in my opinion, with that
important and inviolable law, the act of fettlement! A promife, which,
if 1t could have been foreknown, would, perhaps, have for ever precluded from
the fucceffion, that illuftrious family, to which we owe fuch numberle(s
bleflings, fuch continued felicity, Far be it from me to infinuate that we
can be too grateful to his majefty; or too zealous in our adherence to him

ionly let us remember that true gratitude confifts in real benefits, in pro-
. moting the true intereft of him to whom we are indebted; and furely, by
| hazarding the welfare of Great Britain in defence of Hanover, we (hall very
'little confult the advantage or promote the greatnels of our king,.

« It is well known how inconfiderable in the fight of thofe, by whom the
fuccefion was effablithed, Hanover appeared, in comparifon with Great
Britain. Thofé, men, to whom even their enemies have feldom denicd praife
for knowledge and capa.city, and, who _have been fo loudly cel@rated by
many who have joined in the laft addrefs, for their honeft zeal, and the lqver
of their coyntry, ena@ed, that the king of Great Britain fhould never vifi
thofe important territories, which we have fo {olemaly promifed to defend,
at the hazard of their “bappinefs. It was zvidéntly their defign that our
m:@woﬂ'cd by the care of his new fubjets, a care which, as they*
reafopablysmgined, would arife from gratitude for dignity and power fo

% Tt le that Chandler h it~
mmemﬁh it ?: ;Ecq

i Gb’ﬂum. Magezine, from which
o hh;m%hqdfﬁm

Rightly aftuded to it, in a manner,

however, which autlmntlcates the acgount in
the Gentleman's Mrgazine, Neiher Smul-
lete or Belfham take thg feafk notice of it.

+ Alluding;to his cotmuitenent to the tower,

Coe chap 17 p 112y
liberally
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liberally conferred, fhould in tjme forget that corner of the canth, on which
his anceftors had refided, and alt, not as ele€ror of Hanover, but as king of
Great Bntain, as the governor of a mighty nation, and the lord of large
dominions.

“ It was exprefsly determined, that this nation'fhould never be involved
in a warfor the defence of the dominions on the continent, and doobtlefs the
fame policy that has reftrstned us from extending our conquefts in coun-
tries, trom which fome advantages might be received, ought to forbid all ex-
penfive and hazardous meafures, for the fake of territories from whence no
benefit can be reaped *.”

Viner followed Shippen in oppofing the grant, and after confidering the
difpute between Auftnia and Pruffia as a bufinefs in which England had no
immediate concern, exclaimed, “ Are we to ftand up fingly in defence of
the pragwatic fanction, to fight the quarrel of others, or live in perpetual
war that our neighbours may be at peace 4 ?”

The minifter and his friends took no notice of the indecorous allufions in
Shippen's {peech, but defended the motion on the ground of national faith.
After a few obfervations from Pulteney, who fupported the expediency of the
meafure, and (ome farther remarks from the minifter, the queftion was ¢ar-
ried without a divifion,” ¥ =

This grant, however founded on juftice and confiftent with national honour,
muft be lamented as premature, becaufe it fruftrated the wife plan which
‘Walpole was forming for the pacification of Germany. He faw and lamented
the difficulties which prevented an accommodation with Pruffia; he {trongly
inculcated the neceflity of a grand confederacy againft France, and confcious
that all alliances to that purpofe would prove inefficient and ineffectual un-
lefs Pruffia was included, he laboured to overcome the pertinacious refift-
ance of the queen of Hungary. By his dire@tion Horace Walpole had fre-
Quent conferences with count Oftein §, the Imperial minifter in London ; in
which he fully explained the ftate of Europe, the defigns of France, and the
pecnliar fituation-of England. He repeefented in fuch ftrong terms the fatal
conifequences to be apprehended from the hoftility of the king of Pruffia,
end the good effe@ts to be deriyed from his alliances, as fully vonvificed the
Auftrian minifter. Oftein declared bis ready affent to the force bf thefe argu-

; »

" # Chandler, 1] mthﬁ&ﬁmnfﬁehdﬁdﬁ‘ .
¢ Ibid, This debate is greatly t. See Beltham, yol. 3. p 44. 45,

milrepre- - 45
fented by Beltham, Ha obferves, “ Howtst ¢ %Lena Homce mh the duke
Suierrn ealy ventured to oppofe this wild nmbetll&:?; Nov, 29, 1946. Walpole
and wanton wafte of public money.” To .’ ;"
fupport this affertion he has transferred Viner’s

ments,
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ments, snd promifed to place them in fo favourable a light as (hould induce
the queen to clofe with the propofitions of Pruffia. But this defi ign was
fatally counteratted by the fpirit of Maria Therefa, by her reliance on the
promifes of France, and particularly by the illjudged enthufiafm of the Bri-
tifh nation, which called loudly for the moft ative exertions in her fayeur,

The vote of £.300,000 had fcarcely paflfed the commons, before lord
Carteret affured Oftein, that the grant of that fubfidy was not owing to the
good difpofition of the mlmﬁry, but extorted by the unanimous call of
parliament, and the general voice of the people. Accordingly, the Auftrian
minifter inftantly changed his opinion, and inftead of {econding the efforts of
Walpole to perfuade his mitrefs to enter into an accomrhodation with the king
of Pruffia, epcouraged her to perfevere in rejefting his demands, becaufe the
Britifh nation would pour out the laft drop of their blood, and fpend their
laft penny in {upport of her juft caufe *.

In confequence of her inflexibility, the kmg of Pruﬁ' a continued his in-
roads; he over-ran and conquered the remaining part of Silefia, and the
grand 'confedn;racy, planned and confolidated by France, attacked the Auftrian
dominions on all fides. The eletor of Bavaria, at the head of 70,000 troops,
took Paffau and Lintz, fummoned Vienna to furrender, made himf{elf mafter
of Bohemia, was inaugurated king at Prague, and expe@ed cvery moment
his elevation to the Imperial throne. Two French armies poured like a
torrent ever the countries of Germany, The one, under marfhal Broglio,

Joined the ele€tor of Bavaria, and took pofleffion of Prague; the other, led

by marfhal Maillebois, hovered on the banks of the Rhine, and threatening
to {pread themfelyes over Weftphalia, awed the eleftorate of Hanover, and
compcllcd George the Second to defert Maria Therefa, and to accept a
neutrality, which was condemned both at home and abroad as a {candalous
and pufillanimous meafure.’

The king of Sardinia threatened hoftilities, and a Spanifh army, under the
marquié of Montemar, marched from Naples towards the frontiers of the Mi-
langfe ;. while the infant, Don Philip, at the head of a confiderable corps, was
pngpanng to penctrate thmugh Dauphiné and Savoy, into Auftrian 'Lom-
ba

Trl;{a,qz 'Ib,crefa, deferted by Ruffia and the United Provinces, and by all
her allies, except Great” Britain, quitted Vienna, which was preparing for a
qu, teok rqu ai Pncﬂ? g and threw herfelf on the affetion and zeal of

Wﬂi ompelled by imperious negeflity, the purchafed

* Horace Walpole to the duke of Cumberland, Walpole Papers.
Yor. I 4S5 the
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the neutrality of Pruffia, by the ceffi on of Lower Silefis. Het fituation was

1737t0 1742, truly deplorable, and her difafters ‘rebounded on fhe mirifter. To Mis
‘= finifter aufpice’ it was attributed that the conftellation of the houfe of Bout-

bon feemed afcending to its zenith, and the ftar of England and Auftsia
declining towards the horizon.

CHAPTER THE FIFTY-EIGHTH:

I741.

Diffolution of Parliament.—State of the Miniftry.—~Walpole deferted or fe-
cretly thwarted by many of his former Fiiends.~Succefsful Exertions of the
Oppoﬁuan — Wefiminfler Election. — Schifim in the Cabinet. — Neutrality of
Hanover.—Supinenefs of Walpole.—~Clamours againft him.

N the z25th of April, the king put an end to the laft feflion of this
parliament, in a fpeech from the throne, in which, after th#fiking them
for the zeal with which they had fupported the meafuores of government, he
added, “ I will immediately give the neceffary orders for calling a new par-
liament. There is not any thing I fet fo high a value upon, as the love and
affeétion of my people; in which I have (o entire a confidence, that it is
with great fatlsfa.&lon, I fee this opportunity put into their hands, of giving
me frefh proofs of it, in the choice of their reprefentatives *.”

- Writs were iffued for electing a rtew houfe of gommons, returnable the
2 5th of June. -

On the expiration of the parliament mcnmd the ftroggle of the con-
tending parties, which was to terminate # the removal, or the ﬁm eftablifh-
ment of Walpaole.

. Notwithiftanding & firong remonftrance from Sir Robert wqpok the king
embarked for his Germm dominions.

The minifter w in umﬁmmon, to mmgefhede&iau.‘ﬁ

ifecurious - the midft of an mﬁﬁﬂw, at variance with the majotity of

Walpole.

* Journals, vol. 3. p. 337, o
net,
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binet, and with the general fpirit of the mation againft him, at a time
when the fears of Jacobitifm, and the dread of a popith Pretender, had
begun to fubfide. In this emergency, erther betrayed by his pretended
friends, deferted by thole who ought to have fupported him, deccived in
imagining that the triumphant majority which had thrown_out the motion
to remove him, was an indication of the people’s affeftion, or conceiving
that a firnr coalition between the Tories and difaffetted Whigs, could not
take place in time to oppofe him, he abandoned himfelf to an inconfiderate
fecurity, and neglected to take his ufual precaytions.

The firlt great oppofition to government took its rife in the city of
Weltmindter, where the court was fuppofed to poffefs an unbounded in-
fluence. It had been ufual for the elefors to return the two mem-
bers who were recommended by the crown. The reprefentatives in the
laft parliament were, Sir Charies Wager, firft lord of the admiralty, and lord
Sundon, a lord of the treafury; and it was {uppoled that they would have
been rechofen as ufual, without oppofition. But lord Sundon was very un-

683

Chapter g8.
1748,

Contefted
eleftion for
Weftmin{ter:

popular: he had been raifed from a low condition to an Iiith peerage, -

through the intereft of his wife, who had been favourite bed-chamber woman
to queen Caroline. The other candidate, Sir Charles Wager, was unexcep-
tionable, both in his public and private character, but his attachment to the
minifter was a {ufficient objection,

Some eleftors of Weftminfter propofed, very unexpectedly, admiral Ver-
non, then in the height of his popularity, and Mr. Irwin, a private gentle-
man of confiderable fortune. The oppofition at firft defpifed, became for-
midable ; and Sir Charles Wager being {ummoned to convoy the king to
Holland, the management of the cletion was entrufted to ignorant veftry-
men and violent jg 2'::::5. The party in oppofition to the coust candidates,
became very ¢ ous, Thé majority of the eleftors were decidedly in fa-
vour of the.minifterial candidates, but lord Sundon was imprudently advifed
to clofe the poll, to order a party of duards to attend, and while the military
power {urrounded the bpftings, the high bailiff returned him and Sir Charles
Wager.  This imprudent céndut highly exafperated the populace; the
guards were infulted Sandon was attacked, and narowly efcaped with
lrfie. - g ke
" The example of the oppofition at Weftminfter, diffufed a’general fpirit

s troughout thé kingdem, and violent contefts were excited in all quarters.
ifirat Yof micigey fefigpporting the expences wers fubicribed by Pul-

teney, the duchefs of Marlborough, and the prince of Wales, who contraéted
great debts.qn'this memorable occafion, and the managers of oppofition em-
45z ployed

And othey

placcs.
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ployed this money with great advantage. Lord Falmouth galned over

1737w 1742, ma of the Cornifh boroughs, which had ufually returned the members
7 ny ug y

Clapxamism
it ¢
‘n‘:liﬂ:er.

recommended by the ¢rown : The duke of Argyle exerted himfelf with fuch
effe@ in Scotland, that he baffled all the efforts of his brother, thie earl of
Ilay,%ho had long managed the intereft of the crown in that quatter; and
the majority of Scottifh members, who had formed a ftrong phalanx in favour
of government, were now ranged on the contmry fide. Thefe acquifie
tions were confidered by oppofition as a fure omen of fuccefs ; and Doding-
ton, in a letter to the duke of Argyle, drew a comparative {tatement of the
two fides, in the future parliament, highly unfavourable to the minifterial
party *. He juftly obferved, that a majority of fixteen, which was the ut-
moft that the moft fanguine friends of the minifter could entertain hopes of
ﬁ:lrming at the commencement of the {effion, would {oon become a mino-
vity. He laid down a plan of conduct and attack, which was wifely formed,
and ably executed, the homogeneous parts were confolidated, and the whole
phalanx, however divided and dilcordant in other refpeéts, moved on unis
formly to one great object, the removal of the minifter.

Many caufes concurred, in the pre{'cnt cnﬁs, to render the efforts of
Walpole for {ecuring a fufficient majority in the new parliament ineffec-
tual. He bad continued fo leng in full power, that many, like the
fubjects of the Pope during a long reign, pined for a new adminiftration,,
from a mere defire of change. Others formed dreams of future fpleadour and
happinefs, which were to beam on the nation, when the minifter was re-
moved ; that minifter, who was ftyled the father of corruption, who was ac-
cufed of {quandering the public money, and of dramug from the plunder of
his devoted country, {uch immenfe righes as no indivrdual had ever before
amaffed ; who alonc prevented the fuppreffion of numeraus taxes, the aboli-
tion of the national debt, and obftructed thofc plans of reform, which
were to reftore credit and dignity to the king and parliament. His fall was
to-produce anew ara, the revival of the*golden age; & jundhion of all parties
was to take place, and the fovereign, inftead gf being the chief of a fect, was.
to become at once the father of his peaple, dad to reigp. in the hearts of bis
fubjeds. “Thefe notions weie induftrioufly cisculated, and greedily fwale
lowed by the deluded populace, untll hls removal became an obje& of na~
tional concern:

The popular clamour for a war with Spain had been (o0 visent, thatthe
refiftance of the minifier was mawmfmm

® Dodington to the duks of Argyle, Juae a8, 1543, Cowefpandenge, of
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of natiohst honour, and became the favourite theme of fatire and contumely, Chapter g8.
both in profe and rhyme. “ Sir Robert Walpole,” as Burke juftly obferves, 1741
“ was forced into the war in 1739, by the people, who were inflamed to this ‘e=ve—
meafure, by the moft leading politicians, by thefirft arators, and the greatelt

poets of the times. Forthat war Pope fung his dying notes. Fot that war

Johnfon, 'in mere energetic ftrains, employed the voice of his early gemus,

For that war Glover ditinguifhed himlelf in the way in which his menit was

the moft mrtural and happy. The crowd readily followed the politicians,

in the cry for a war which threatened little bloodfhed, and whigh promifed

victories, that were sttended with fomething more {fohd than glory, A war

with Spain was a war of plunder *.” ;

But even thofe who ated with him laboured to undermine his power. §.ufm in
Wilmington wifhed his downfall, trufting that if that event thould take place, the cabintts
he fhould fucceed as firft lord of the treafury. He caballed with the
principal leaders of oppofition, and in a letter 4 to Dodington, congratulated
bim on his fuccefs in the elections of Melcomb and Weymouth, againft the
candidates fupported by the minifter. Newcaftle, who had bhitherto acted.
an' underpart, afpired to be leader of the Whigs, and flattered himfelf that
on the removal of Walpole, a confiderable addition of power would be placed
in his hands. He bad even made clandefting overtures to the duke of
Argyle, which had been difclofed to the minifter .

The minifter was alfo greatly embarraffed With the conduét of foreign Coolnefs of
affairs, on which he was not always confidentially confulted. The negotia- the king.
tion which fettled the neutrality of Hanover, was begun and nearly con-
cluded, not only without his approbation, but almoft without his know-
ledge §. ‘The firft pofitive information he received of it, was a private letter
from the king, which was delivered to him in the prefence of the duke
of Ne , to whom he never difclofed the contents ||. He was ap-
prehenfive [eft the nation fhould impute to him a meafure fo extremely
unpopular, He comiplained that lord Harrington, the fecretary of ftatew
attended the king to Hanover, had not gien earlier notice to the cabinet
England, and he tald a foreign agent 4], that the neutrality of Hanover was
eompulfory, and could' not affe@ England. Oa mature reflection,. however,

He appreciated the necelfity of the meafure, and thobgh diflatisfied with

» MR icidé Peace, ; ..1" Duke of Ne;ﬁc::}'ﬂ: w{b{ ;;rd Hardwicke,
3 g 19, 1741, i
: d ﬁ’wm & Zembini to bagon . Orford

§ Boithe s of Huwicke. *~ Pagen.

the
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the commencement of the negotiation, approved 'sid' fanflioned its con-

Every means was now em ployed to traduce his charater. The moft
calumnious reports were mﬂt!tcd and diffufed. It was rumoured- that ad-
miral Haddock had orders to avoid meeting and” intercepting the Spanith
tranfports carrying troops to Italy, for the purpofe of taking_ poffeflion of
Tufcany, Parma, and Placentia, for Don Philip, under the guaranty of Eng-
land. Even fuch wild and abfurd fi&ions *, that he had betrayed to Fieury
and Patinhe, the proje&ted operations againft Spain, and that he received
from thofe minifters larg¢ remittances to bribe the parfament; “were auda-
cxiouﬂy advanced, and confidently believed:

The minifter had been no fooner foreed into the war, than the mode of con-
duing it became an object of obloquy and cenfure. Violent murmurs
were diffufed throughout the nation, grounded on the ill fuccefs of the war,
the lofs of tlie commerce with Spain, of which thofe who forced the minifter to
commence hottilities moft loudly complained ; the neutrality of Hanover
was reprefented as inconfiftent with the dignity and interefts of England,
and falfely imputed to him. To thefe immediate caufes of complaint were
added apprehenfions of fature evils; the conclufion of a dithonourable
peace with Spain was fiid to be in agitatron, of which the bafis was to be

* Thefe idle reports were repeated in an
infamous pampliet, intitled, «* A Key to fome
late important. Tranludtlons, in feveral Lenteis
from a certain Grear M:an, noboedy knows
where, wrote nobody knows when, and di-
fefted to nobody knows who;” 37.‘3 In the
Memoirs of Madpme Pom y 18 inferted 4
pretended letter from Sir obrrt W;lpole, to
cardinal Fleury, requefting 3 millions of livres,
to bribe the ringiuh parhament.” ¥ Je paie
un fubfide & la moitié du p.a,rltment pour le

tenir dans les bornes pac |ﬁqu:a mais comme *

m: n'a aflez d’argen ceux & qui
n'en dogn:e poidt fesdéc ‘t“:uv g
ur I guerre, il conviendroit que vbire emt.

fience e fit pafier trois- m-tmmmu,
pour duninuer ia voix de ceun gue crient le
fus fort. L'ar eft un lBhnil ici qui adoucit
fang teop bel!iquelh ‘M n'y a" point de
guerrier fou uemt daes l¢ parlemeny, quune
penfion de Jivres pe rcnd:etles

cifigue. Ni mf A
declare, il wmﬂdﬂ g ﬁ:gf aux
puifinces piw faire la 'bcl!a.na.-, fans

que les faccds de [a guerre peuvent étre inger-
tains ; au liem qu'ea m'envoiant de l'argent,

vous achetez la paix de }a premiere main, &c.
&c.”” Memoires de Pompndnur, tom. 1. p. 58,
1 fhall employ no time in difcuffing this letter,
the numierous falfities and abfurdittes of which
exhibit the ftrongeft internal evidence that
itis a forgery. It would not have been worth
while to notice fuch & letter, inferted in a
dpurious publication, had it not been quoted
as authentic, by the anunymous biographer of
the earl of Chatham, with a malitious inten-
tion (v. 1. p. 523.) and had pot the ingemious
amhnraf“Aneodng;&fddh nguifhed Perfans,”
recently ;iven hi ion 10 thia vufounded

T, [ike our excgllent
:g'mmﬁm- g lpole, was é;rmd
into an éx we and
W glagnour of fadtian, and the
“ ple. On the cardinal’s pa m ee , ie bad
" taken the moft effe@ual m heg
the two great natmns of Pranne sndﬁg
' in perfe
 fo remit 1o &r
A mr gﬁ ﬂil.
" hb_l; umﬂ 3 pacific ine
% tewtions,” Vd. 4 P. 239

the
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the reftitution of Gibraltar and Minorca; the aggrandifement of France, the
abafement of the houfe of Auftria, the eftablithment of the ele@or of Bava-
ria on the throme of the Empire, who would always remain attached to
the houfe of Bourbon, and the guaranty of Parma to Don Philip, which
would be a (hameful breach of the guaranty of the pragmatic fanction.

The majority by which the motion to retnove him was rejected, the death
of Sir William Wyndham, and the retreat of Bolingbroke into France, ren-
dered him indolent, and infpired him with too much confidence in the fup+
port of the king, and in the ftredgth of his friends. “ His fuccefs on this
occafion,” as a contemporary pamphleteer jultly expreffes himfelf, « threw
him into a lethargy of power. He imagined that the breach between the
Whigs and the Tories was too great “to be repaired during the time of
elefting 4 new parliament ; he thought that it would daily become wider; he
feems to have miftaken the motives which induced the Tories fo nét as they
did, and formed too favourable a judgment of the temper and fpirit mani-
fefted by the people on that unjuft motion. He gave them time to recon-
cile this temporary ebb, and fuffered the popular opinion againft him to flow
back again with increafing violence *.”

While the minifter laboured under this preflure of great unpopularity ;
while he was arraigned for the meafures of others, of which he was acculed
of being the fole direftor ; while the cabinet was divided, and the fupport
from the crown fo feeble ; the exertions on the fide of government were ina-
dequate to the vigorous efforts made by oppofition. The Tories and Jaco-
bites were reconciled with the difaffeted VWhigs, and all united to demolith
their common enemy.  Letters from the Pretender - were circulated among
the Jacobites and high Torles, exhorting them to ufe all their efforts for the
purpofe of the difgrace of Sir Robert Walpole; and fuch was the temper
of the people, that his fall became the apen or fecret with of all parties.

* A View of the whole Condu® of alat¢ Jbundred letters, which were tranfmitted to his
Eminent Patriot, p. 148, friends, in November 1741. The purportof
t Brom lord Qrtord.—Eseugh alfo, in & them was to engage them to ufeall pofiible ca-
Jetter ﬁmu Walpole, fays, = The Preten-  deavours, in order to compals Walpole's de-
der, as Wx your great brother pofitively affured molition.” Walpole Papers.
e, 10 his Centain koowledge, fent at leaft an
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CHAPTER THE FIFTY.NINTH:
1741—1743,

Meeting of Parliament ~—Complexion of the sew Honfe of Commons.~King's
Speech—Walpole permits an Alteration to be made in the Addrefs.—Small
Majority in Favour of the Bofiney Elettion.—The Appoiniment of a Chair- '
man of the Committee of Elefton carried againft him.—Lofes the Queflion of
the Weftminfter Eletion,—Adjournment of the Houfe.mIneffeciual Aitempt to
detack the Prince of Walcs from the Oppofition.—Houfe again affembles.—H al-
pole Yofes the Chippenham Elction.— Adyowrnmenseof the Houfe of Commons,
at the King's Regueft.— Sir Robert Waipole created Earl of Orford, and refigns.
~— Affelting nterview with the King.—Regret of his Friends.

H E new parliament affembled on the 4th of December; when Ar-
thur Onflow was rechofen fpeaker. On the 8th, the king made a
{peech from the throne. He {aid :

* It is always a great fatisfaction to me to meet you affembled in parlia-
ment ; and efpecially at this time, when the pofture of affairs makes your
counfel and affitance o neceffary ; and when by means of the new elections,
I may have an opportunity of knowing the more inmediate fenfe and difpo-
fition of my people in general, from their reprefentatives chofen, during a
feafon, which has been attended with a great variety of incidents of the
greateft confequente and expettation,, and during the courfe of the war, in
which we are ngaged with the crown of Spain; a war, in itfelf, juft and
neceflary, cotered into by the repeated,advicesof, both-houfes of - parliament,
and particularly recommended to me, to be carried on in America, wlich has
been my principal care. I can therefore make no doubt, bll-t hat you are
met together, fully fenfible of our prefeat fituation, and prepared to give
me fusch advice, as fhall be moft conducive to the honour and true intereft
of my crown and kingdoms.”

He next mcntmmd the powerful confederacy formed againft the queen
of Hungary, &c. « "Had other powers,” he faid, * that were under the like
engagements with me, anfwered the juft expe@ations they had fo {olemnly

given,



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 68g

given, the {upport of the common caufe had been attended with lefs diffi- Chapter g9
culty. I have, purfuant to the advice of my parliament, cver fince the death 1341to1yia.
of the late Emperor, exerted myfelf in fupport of the houfe of Anftria. [ ‘===
have endeavoured, by the moft proper and early applications, to induce other
powers that were equally engaged with me, and united by common intereft,
to concert {fuch meafures as fo important and critical a conjunéture required ;
and where an accommodation feemed to me to be neceflary, 1 laboured to
reconcile thofe princes, whofe ;union would have been the moft effcétual
means to prevent the mifchiefs that have happened, and the beft fecurity for
the fafety and intereft of the whole. Although my endeavours have not
hitherto had the defired effect, I cannot but ftill hope, that a juft fenfe of
the common and approaching danger will produce a more favourable turn
in the counfels of other nations.” He then exhorted parliament to put the
nation in a condition of affifting its friends, defeating its enemies in- any
attempts they might, make againft him or his dominions, and concluded
with an exhortation, that they would aét with unanimity, vigour, and dif-
atch *.

3 The remarkable caution with which the king had always mentioned any
thing relating to his allies, made this {peech the more noticed, and it was
generally fuppofed not to have been dictated by the minifter 4, a circumftance
which feemed to demonftrate, that therc was a preponderating party againft
him in the cabinet. :

It foon appeared from the complexion of the houfe, and the condu of Proceedings.
the minifter, that his pbwer and influence were on the decline. An addrefs
of thanks being propofed by Henry Herbert, fome of the oppofition objected
to a claufe, * for returning his majefty the thanks of this houfe, for his royal
care in prafecuting the war with Spain.” Sif Robert Walpole now felt, for
the firft time, the awkwardnefs of his fituation, and he appeared “ fhorn of
his ftrength.”  Inftead of oppofing vith fpirit any alteration in the ad-
drefs, and rganfully declaring that the misfortunes of the war could not be
charged upon government, he attempted to palliate the loffes which the
nation had fuffered, and to fhew that the war had not been f{o unfuccefsful
as it was reprefented, and weakly agreed, for the fake of unanimity, to
omit the paragraph relating to the Spanifh war . Pulteney availed him-
{elf of this conceffion; and attributed it to fear and confcious guilt. He

* Jourpals—Chandler. 4 Tindal, vol. 2o, p. §25.
¥ %ndll,vol. 30, p. §26.~Chandler,, ST

Yoi. L 4T made
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made a Jong and animated fpeech, full of perfonal invectives ; and anticipated
the triumph of his party, by an allufion to the balance of power. He
faid, that not being in the fecrets of government, he was ignorant of its
ftate abroad, but cengratulated the houfe that he had not for many years known
it to be fo near an equilibrium there as it was then®. He then recapitu-
lated the principal charges which had been urged againft Sir Robert Wal-
pole from the beginning of his adminiftration ; dwelt very particularly on
the mifmanagement of the war with Spain, and even carried his reproach fo
far as to accufe him of being influenced by the enemies of the proteftant
eftablithment.

Walpole repelled this intemperate attack with unufual feeblenefs; and
after a thort but general juftification of the meafures of government, con-
cluded with faying, “ I am very far from hoping or defiring that the houfe
fhould be fatisfied with a defence like this; T know, by obfervipg the prac-
tice of the opponents of the miniftry, what fallacies may be concealed in
general affertions ; and am fo far from wilbing fo evade a more friét in-
quiry, that if the gentleman who has thus publicly and confidentially ac-
cufed the miniftry, will name a day for inquiring into the ﬁ:atc of the nation,
I will. fecond his moticn 4."

This challenge was accepted ; the addrefs, without any mention ef the
Spanifh war, was voted ; the motion made by Pulteney to fix a day for confi-
dering the flate of the nation, was feconded by Walpole, and the 21ft of
January was appointed for that purpofe.

, The coolnefs of the addrefs, and the omiffion-of theé claufe relating to the
wnr, eflentially hurt the minifter. It led lns interefted followers to fufped,
that his power was declining ; while his friends, who were fteady in their at-
tachment to the houfe of Brunfwick, were of opinion, that ftronger affur-
ances were due to the king, for the dangers to which he expofed his eleéoral
dominions, the French having already viclated the flipulated neutrality, and
threatonod to take up their winter quasters in Hanover §. .

The great pomts on which the two partiesexerted their refpeétive ftrength,
were the decifions.on contefted ele®ions. Ever fitice the Aylefbury conteft,
when the houfe of commans affumed 'to itfelf the power of judging finally
on the qualifications. of the eletors, which' had been fo warmly oppofed'by
Wialpole, in the commencamasat of his: parliamentary career, the decifion on

* Orlebar to Eteugh, Deceinber 10, 1741, 1Chandl=ribl.13 P 47+
Correfpondence, o o t Tindal, vol. rol. 20, 1;.537’:
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elettions became a mere¢ party bufinefs. The merits of the cafe were {tldom
confidered, and the queftions were almoft wholly carried by perfonal or poli-
tical interefts. At the opening of this parliament, therc were more contefted
elections than ufual ; and as the power of the two contending parties ultimately
depended on the decifion, every nerve was {trained by both fides in favour
of their refpective friends, the minifter had been heard to declare, that
there fhould be no quarter given in elections, and his friends trufted that
the decifions would chiefly be in his favour. But thefe fanguine hopes
were fruftrated by the a&ivity of oppofition, the lukewarmnefs of many
of his real friends, and treachery of his pretended partifans. The oppo-
fitton made it a principal objet to attend on thefe occafions, and it was
cfteemed infamous to defert a committee of eleftion *. On the other
hand, many of thofe who fupported government often ftaid away, and not
unfrequently voted againft the candidates countenanced by the minifter.

The firft divifion which took place was on the Boffiney elettion, and the
party favoured by the minifter carried it only by 222 againft 216. With
this {mall majority, Walpole a&ed as he had done in former parliaments,
He did not fufficiently adapt himfelf to the change of circumftances, or
confult the temper of the houfe in the queftion which was next moved,
for choofing a chairman of the committee of elections. This was a point
of great confequence, becaufe he poffefied confiderable power in influencing
the decifions referred to the committee. Walpole atted with much impru-
dence in propofing Giles Earle, one of the lords of the treafury, who had
been chairman during the two laft parliaments, and was exceedingly unpe-
pular, The oppofition {upported Dr. Lee, who was much more beloved and
refpeted by all parties than his antagonift. The queftion was accerdingly
carried, from perfonal confiderations, againft the- minifterial candidate, by a
majority of 242 againft 238. The lofs of this queftion gave a mortal blow
to his intereft, and redoubled the {pifit of his adverfaries. The fatal confe-
quences wese. immediately vifible ; feveral unfuccefsful candidates, who had

depended on his {upperty w:thdmw their petitions.

But the fate of the minifter was almoft decided by the detefmination on
the Weftminfter eletion, which was one of the points he moft wifhed to
caryy, and in which he had flattered himfelf with the moft fanguine hopes.
On -the petition of the two rejetted members, complaining of an un-
due election and return, the queftion was carried againft the fitting membens

* Dadington to the duke of Argyle, June 18, 1741, Correfpondence.
4T 2 by
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by a majority of four, and the cleftion was declared void. A motion for

Jjourn was alfo loft, and it was unanimouily refolved, that the prefence of
armed foldiers, at an eleGtion of members of parliament, was a high infringe-
ment of the liberties of the fubject, a manifeft violation of the frcedorn of
election, and an open defiance of the laws and conftitution.

On the 24th, the houfe adjourned to the 18th of January ; and that thort
interval was employed by the minifterin attempts to increafe his friends, and
to maintain himfelf in power, but all his efforts were ineffeGtual.

The ftate of his own health was a principal caufe of his downfal. He had
fuffered at the latter end of the preceding year from a fevere illnefs ®*. His
memory was no longer fo firong, nor his method of tranfaéting bufinefs
fo readv ashefore.  Hence he was incapable of making thofe exertions which
his cnitical fituation rendered neceffary ; of unmafking his treacherous friends ;
of expofing his enemies, and of adopting fuch meafures as would have ena-
bled him to a¢t with vigour, or to retire with dignity. During this feffion
he appeared in general abfent and thoughtful. He feemed to have loff,
in many inftances, that contempt of abufe, and command of temper, for
which he had heen remarkably diftinguithed : he was either, contrary to his
ufual cuftom, filent, or he was irritable and fretful. In one inftance he publicly
declared, that if he could colleét the real fenfe of the houle on the difficult
and dangerous fituation of affairs, he would {upport it as a minifter in the
cabinet. But when he made this declaration; he did not intimate his own
opinion; a circumftance which, according %o the lave ¢erl of Hardwicke,
who was piefent on this occafion, proved the diftrefs and concern under
which he laboured 4. The lofs of the Weftminfter queftion ought to have
been the fignal of his immediate refignation, and many of his friends were
of that opinion. But he ftill appeared *anxistis to rétain his power as long
as he was able ; and during the reéefs of parliament, be made an ill-judged
application to feduce the prince of Wales from hisgparty, in which his own
fagacity and ®nowledge of mankind ought to have convinced him, that he tad
no chance of fucceeding. Being informed that the membess of oppofition’
propofed to renew the motion in parliament, for'increafing the eftsblithment
of the prince, he prevailed on the king, not without the greateft diffichltyy
to offer an increafe of £. 50,000 to his annual income, and to infinuaté hopes:

* From lord Orford, 4. From the late easl of Hardwicke.
that
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that his debts fhould be paid, provided he would not oppofe the meafures
of government. . A meflage to this purpofe was conveyed to the prince by
the bihop of Oxford *, at the inflance of lord Cholmondeley, and by
command of the king." The prince, after due expreffions of duty and affec-
tion, declared that he confidered the meflage as coming from lord Chol-
mondeley, and not from the king, and therefore would not liten to any
propofition of a fimilar import, fo long as Sir ®obert Walpolé continued
at the head of adminiftration 4.

The refignation of Sir Robert Walpole was now confidered as certain both
by his friends and enemtes ; but he had ftill more mortifications taexperience
before his fate was ultimately decided.

On the 18th of January the parliament again affembled ; and on the 19th
the queftion on the Berwick elelion was carried, without a divifion, in favour of
Alexander Hugh Campbell, againft the candidate who was fupported by the
court. Onthe 2oth, a bill, brought in by Sir John Rufhout and Sir John Hynde
Cotton, for taking, examining, and ftating the public accounts, pafled witheut

* Secker, afterwards archbifhop of Canterbuny,

+ Asmany erronedlis narratives of this tranf{-
aftion have been given to the public, I thall
fubjoin an account, which I found among the
Walpole papers, in the hand-wiiting of Sit
Robert #Walpole, and bearing the following
endorfement ; < An account of what pafled
between H. R. H. and lord Oxford, January 3,
174%, with the printed letter that paffed between
the king and prince upon the breach,”

# An account of what the bifhop of Oxford
faid to the prince of Wales, from lord Chol-
mondeley, anthorized by his majefty, January

174%.

' w"That if his royal highnefs would weite 2
dutiful letter to his majeity, exprefling his cop- *
cern for what was pafled, in fuch a manoer as
might be confiftent with his majefty’s honour
to accept, reprefenting the umeafy circum-
flances of his fortune, and refnrrinlg them to
his majefty’s goodnefs, lord Cholmondeley
had fullfll:lg fu CE;“ d, from l&isdk?ov;i-
Jed majefty’s jutentions and difpofi-
! F" to affure lJ:l royal highpe(s that his ma-
{eﬁ would be reconciled fo him; and would

§0,000 2 weat'to his prefent income, and
would not require any terms fiom him, in
relation to any of thoefe perfons who were in
By roysl highnefa's fervice, counfely, or con-

fidence, nor retain any refentment or difplea-
fure againft hiny.

“ To this lord Cholmondeley added, that
there was no doubt but that his royal high-
nefs's debts would in this cafe be provided for,
in fuch a manner as upon farther confideration
fhould be found molt proper and praticable.

“ The anfwer of his royal highnefs, January
5, 1748. “ His royal highnefs ufed (trong
expreffions of duty and affeétion to his majefty.
and anfwered further to this purpofe : Tl{at if
this had been a meffage direétly from his ma«
Jjefty, it would have been his duty to have
written a Jetter to H. M. on the occafion ; but
as it was a propofition that came from lord"
Cholmondeley, in the manner I had mentioned;
his an{wer to lord Cholmdudeley was, that he
would not hearken to it, fo long as Sir Robert
Wal(.pole was in power; by whom he conceived
himielf to have been greatly injured, and to
whom he thought the moft prudent advice for
Sir Robert Walpole hi , and the public,
was, that he fhould retire;.and thar he, the
prince, had before this received intimations of
the fame nature with thofe 1 had now fxid to
him, and defired not to have any more, whilft
Sir Robert continued in power.”
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oppofition. On the 21ft, Pulteney made the celebrated motion for referring
to a fecret committee the papers relating to the war, which had been already
prefented to the houfe. As this motion involved in it numerous charges
againft "the condu& of the war, ftated the neceflity of a parliamentary in-
quiry, and brought on perfonal invetives againft the minifter, Sir Robert
Walpole took a confiderable fhare in the debate, and was roufed to the moft
animated exertions, In this laft effort, he 1s faid by his friends to have
exceeded himfelf, and evinced fuch a confummate knowledge of foreign af-
fairs as aftonithed the houfe. He was alfo ably defended by Petham, Win-
nington, and Sir William Yonge; the queftion, however, would have
been carried but for the influence of lord Hartington, who brought over
two Tory members, and by this means, to ufe the expreffions * of Sir Robert
‘Wilmot, faved the country from twenty-four tyrants! The motion was ne-
gatived by a majority of only three, in the fulleft houfe kaown for many
years, tor 503 members voted.

On this queftion every exertion was made by oppofition, and every art
ufed to fecure a majonty. The purport of the intended motion was not
previoufly known. The minifter was taken unawares; many of his friends
had retired ; many abfented themfelves by defign; others, who were fent for
in the courfe of the debate, declined, under various pretences, making their
appearance, while all his opponents remained at their pofts. The efforts
were fo great on both fides, that members were brought in from the cham-
ber of ficknefs. Several-voted in that condition on the fide of oppofi-
tion; but fome who intended to have fupported the minifter were pre-
vented from appearing at the divifion. They had been placed in an ad-
joining apartment belonging to lord Walpole, as auditor of the exchequer,
which communicated with the houfe. The adverfaries, aware of this faét,
filled the keyhole of the door with dirt and fand, which prevented their
admiffion into the houfe till tHe divifion was ov:r+ On this occa-
fion as general Churchill was fitting next to the prince of Wales, who
was in ‘the houfe of commons to hear the debates, a member was brought
in who had loft the ufe of his limbs. * So,” fays the prince, “ I fee you
bring in the lame, the halt, and the blind, * Yes,” replied the genenl, “ the

' lame on our fide, and the blind on your’s §.” The fmall majority in favour

of government, notwithftanding all the exertions made by the minifter, was
fo fure a fignal of his defeat, that a motion to addrefs the king ﬁreopm of

* Bir Wilmot tg the duke of De- uirnom:wum-am Cnmi'pg:v
wonfbire, January 33,3743 Correfpondence.,  dence.
sl'mlmlw
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the memorials sand letters, and other papers fent to and from the king of
Pruffia, which had been rejected on the 18th of December, by a majority
of 24, now paffed without a divifion, 2

At length, on the 28th, the oppofition finally triumphed. A queftion
on the Chippenham election was carried againft the minifter, by a majority
of one, 237 againft 236, and the party gained {o confiderable ‘an acceffion,
by the defertion or abfence of feveral members of the court party, that the
final decifion of the Chippenham eleGtion’ was carried againtt the mrinifter,
by a majority of 16, 241 againft 225. Walpole feemed to have antici-
pated this event, and met it with his ufual fortitude and cheerfulne(s. While
the tellers were performing their office, he beckoned Sir Edward Bayntun,
the member whofe return was fupported by oppofition, to fit near him,
fpoke to him with great complacency, animadverted on the ingratitude
of feveral individuals who were voting againft him, on whom he had conferred
great favours, and declared he {hould never again fit in that houfe *.

On the 3d of February the houfe adjourned at the king's command, figni-
fied by the ehancellor, to the 18th.

On the gth Sir Robert Walpole was created ear] of Orford, and on the
11th he refigned.

It is afferted by a contemporary hiftorian 4, who poffefled great means of
information, that the minifter would have fooner retued, if the ftate of the
nation and of parties had not rendered his continuarice in power neceflary
for the arrangement of a new adminiftration, and for preferving the tranquil-
lity of the country; and that he continued in office folely in compliance
with the wifhes of his friends. The papers which have been committed
to my infpection, and the undoubted information which I have received,
enable me to contradit this affertion. He retired unwillingly and flowly :
no fhipwrecked pilot ever clung to the rudder of a finking veflel with
greater pertinacity than he did to the helm of ftate, and he did not relinquifh:
his poft until he was driven from it by the defertion of his followers and
the clamours of the public. Speaker Onflow, who knew him well, declared’
that he relultantly quitted his ftation § ; and if any doubt ftill remains, we
have the teftimony of the minifter. * I muft inform you,” he obferves in
a letter to the duke of Devonthire, « that the parle was (o great among,
what fthell I call them, my own friehds, that thgy o// declared that my
retiring.wis become abfoluttly neceflary, as the oy means to carry od the:
public bufines with honour and fuccefs §.”

» From Sir Bdward Bayiitunt § Sir HobertWilhole 1 the duke' of' Dos
4+ Tindal. vonihivé, Februitry 3, 1741+2. Correlpone-
,5 nnl‘ﬂ?w'a Remarks. Correfpondence, deace.
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It has been alfo afierted with no lefs confidence, that the king himfelf was
become weary of a minifter, who had {o long direfted his affairs, who' had
fo often oppofed and obftruéted his inclination for war, and-who was flill
endeavouring to remove every obftacle which impeded the return of peace.
But the {fame documents enable me to adduce an honourable teftimony of
the good faith and firmnefs of George the Second.  Although the afperities
which time and vexation occafioned in both their tempers, produced a mo-
mentary diffatisfaction, yet the king had contratted, by long habit and ex-
perience of his capacity for bufinefs, a high regard and efteem for his long-
tried counfellor. In vain the earl of Wilmington and the duke of Dorfet
had enforced the neceflity of his removal, the refolution of the king was
unfhaken, and he did not confent to his refignation until the minifter him-
{elf made it his exprefs defire *.

. The interview when he took leave of the king was highly affecting. On
kneeling down to kifs his band, the king burft into tears, and the ex-minifter
was fo moved with that inftance of regard, that he continued for fome time
in that pofture ; and the king was [o touched, that he was unable to raife
him from the ground. When he at length rofe, the king teftified his
regret for the lofs of fo faithful a counfellor, exprefled his gratitude for his
long fervices, and his hopes of receiving advice on important occafions +-.

When his refolution to.refign was known, he received more honours than |

had been paid to him in the plenitude of power. His laft levee was more
numeroufly attended than his firft. The concourfe of perfons of all ranks |

and diftinétions was prodigious; and their expreffions of affeétionate regard
and concern extremely moving,

The ex-minifter received many proofs of difinterefted attachment from
perfons to whom he had never fhewn any mark of particular attention,
Among otbers, Soame Jenyns gave a teftimony of his approbation, thus
recorded in the words of his biographgr. * Unknown to Sir Robert, and
unconneted with him by acquaintance or private regard, he {fupported him to
the utmoft of his'power, till he retired from his high' flation, making room for
thofe who foon fhewed the lofs the nation had fuftained by the fad exchange.
After he had retired, Soame Jenyns waited upon Sir Robert at Chelfea,
when, amongft other things which paffed in converfation, lord Orford ac~
knowledged the fupport he had given him, during the time that he had fitten
in piliament, and in expreffions of great thankfulnefs ; at she fame time

w'ye duke of Devon- Lord Harti so the duke of Devon-
mhf#;:;:t-s Cunfpmh;m. lh;. C 2

__
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declaring, that had thofe to whom, during his meridian of power, he had Chapter 5o,
fhewn the greateft friendfhip, and loaded with all the favours he could confer 1741 to74a.
on them, but borne as kind difpofitions to him as he had done, who had ‘et
not been diftinguilhed by any particular regard, he would not then have
paid a vifit to an ex-minifter *.”

The old clergyman of Walfingham, who was mafter of the firft {chool in
which Sir Robert Walpole was inftruted, came to Houghton, and told
him ‘that he had been his firft mafter, and had predi¢ted that he would be
a great man. Being afked why he never had called on him while he was in
power, he anfwered, * I knew that you were furrounded with {o many peti-
tioners craving preferment, and that you had done fo much for Norfolk
people, that I did not with to intrude.” ¢ But,” he added in a ftrain of
good-natured fimplicity, ¢ I always inquired how Robin went on, and was
fatisfied with your proceedings 4."

® Lifz of Seame Jenyns, p. 37 4 From Lord Orfecd.
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