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• p R E F A c E. 

I T is unneceft:'ary to offer an apology for {ubmitting to the Public. 
the Memoirs of Sir ROBERT WAI.POLE. which embr<lce a pe­

riod fa important in the annals of this c:ountry. It will ·be fufficient 
to explain the motives which induced me to underta~e this Work; 
to announce the plan; to fiate the authorities from which the mate .. 
rials are derived,i and to acknowledge'obligations. 

Nine years have elapfed fmee I undr.:rtook to write The HfJlor:cal 
and Political State qf Europe i the plan of which was printed, and 
fubmitted to the public. In the profecution of that work I ob­
tained accefs to various collellions of original papers, particularly 
thofe of the earls of Hardwicke, Ilarrington, and Peter/JorflUgh, 
and of Sir Benjamin Keene. It was in fuch forwardnefS, · that 
the hinories of Spain, Portugal, Aufir:ia, the German conftitution, 
Rullia. and port of Prullia and Sweden. were already prepared for the 
prefs; thad alfo Iketched she hillories o,f the Italian States. Holland •. 
and France: fevernl maps were nniih(:d. F}nding it impoffiblo: to 
obtain in England fufficient information refpeCling foreign countries, 
1 vifited Germany in 1794, with a view to obtain an accurate know-
ledge of recent events. . 

On my ~.rn. I wenl to Wolterton., for the purpofe of inCpcding 
the ,popers of Horatio lord Walpole. father of the preCeot lord Wal­
pole. whofe inr<re!tiog correfponclen«, doting hi. embafiies in Fnrnce 

b. and 
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• nd Holland. ·were of the utmo!l importance to my undertaking. 

I employed leverd months in pcrufing ilnd arranging thefe papers. 
In the courfe of this occupation, I traced motives of action unknown 
to hifiorians, which placed in a ne1w light the foreign and damelHc 
tranfJ.tlians of the cabinet. I alfa derived, from the converfation of 
lord and lady Walpole, many faCts and anerdolcs which elucidated the 

event:. adverted to in the papers. 
~ The -progrcfs of the French revolution, and the uncertain poGtion 
()f Europe compelled me, notwithflanding tho;: expenee, and lofs of 
time and labour. to fufpend my orig:inal dt:1ign, and to defer the com­

pletion of The bifiorical and political flate, till the ret1;1rn of more quiet 
and favourable time,. 

With the fandion of lord Walpole, I propafed. therefore, to give 
to the public·a feleCtion of his father'S papers. In the courie of 
this undertaking. I met with {evenn1 letters and papers of Sir' Robert 
WalpoJe, which made me foljcitous to obtain farther information 

concerning his character and adminillration. 
On my arrival in London. I had~ frequent converCations with the 

late earl of Orford. who related rna.ny anecdotes of his father, which 
led to further inquiries. It now infenfibly became a part of my plan, 
to b1end in the narrative, as many particulars relating to Sir Robert 
Walpole as could be authenticated, and to infeft, in the correfpon'l" 
dence, 35 many of his letters as I could obuin. 

This defign was promoted by the kindneC, of lor4Prford. who im. 
parted to Ole all his father ' , papers whicp remained in hi. poffeffion. 

and permitted me to uf~ them at Illy difcretion, without die {malleO:: 
contJ'()ul. 

The connellion and friendlhip which. for a long period. had Cub· 
Jilled between Sir Robert Walpole. and hi. brother.-in-Iaw Chari .. 

• if<:ount Townlhend. o.turally fug!~ed. that the·To;'nlheod p}pen 
mull .ffi>rd confiderable information. 

The ""quifi.tion of thefe iu>l!P't~ dO<llJll)Cnts. led to the dileo • 
... ry 
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very and communication of others, particululy 10 the HardwiC/u, 
Grafftham, Waltltgravet and Poyntz collc:Cl:ill'A8. 

With thefe fource& of infurmation. the work gradually expanded, 

and Sir Robert Walpole from being a fecond:lry, became the plin­
oipa1 objod:. I therefore intertupted the impreffion of lord Wal­
pole's correrpondence, and pofiponed that pUlbJication. I determined 
to give to the world, the Memoirs of the Life and Adminiftration of 
Sir Raben Walpole, drawn from thefe copious and onginal rourccs, 
and to iIlufiratc, by interefting and authentic documents. the [r:IO(.1C­

tions of [he bury and eventful period, in which that minifier acted [0 

confpicuous a part. 

In purfuance of this cxtenfive plan, I found myfelf under the ne­
ct/lity of difeufling the interea. of Great Britain and of Europe, of 
dt:vcloping the intricacies of cabinets, of tracing mottves of attian, 
of delineating cband.ers, and difcriminating the views of difcord:mt 

politics. 
Anxious to avoid an error, too common with biographers, that of 

confidering only onc fide of the queftion, I was no lees fohelto,",5 to 

procure the papers of thofe who oppofed, than of thofe who {up­
ported the meafuret of Sir Robert Walpole.. With this view I .p­
plied for and obtained communicalions of the Stanhope. Mid/elon, 
Mekomhe, and Egrtll'lMlt Papers. Thefe I have printed without in­
terpolation and without difguife, not omitting a tingle inveCtive, but 
leaving the reader to judge between the: partial culogiums of Hen·ey~ 
and the acrimonious reproa~es of Bolinl!broke. 

, 

The Plan of this work is to give an unintc:rrupted narrative of the 

life and admini1Uation of Sir Robert Walpo]c, illuanted by original 

comfpondeJJce aM .uthentic papers. 
The Memoirs, which are contained in tbe fir{\: volume, afC divided 

into eight periods. comprehending • tetm oIf fixty-niDe years. from. 

his birth in ,676, to his death in 'liS' 
,The 

xv'" 
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The Corrd'ponden.e. which occupies the {<ccnd and third '0-
lumes, is. for facili..ty of reference, a.lfo djvided into eight periods, ap­
plying to th~ fubjeds of the correfponding periods in the narrative. 

The Authorities from which t~le materials are derived , may be 
divided into PRINTED, ORAL, and MANU~CRIPT information. 

PRINTED INf'OJtMATlON. , 
, Though,this [ource of in~e11igeru:e is open to every writer. and an 

omiffion to confult and com rare the advoc3.~es on both fidc::s of the 
queftion. indicates either negligence or want of~candour. yet Smal/elt 
and Be!Jho1lt. in their accounts of the times, have betrayed thefe 
faults in the highefl dee" " Dazzled by the eloquence of Pul­
teney. {educep by the {ophiflry of Bolingbroke. or deluded by 
the fpecioufnefs of Cheftcrfield, they appear to have formed their 
opinions without cornparifon. to have Iligmatized the whole ad­
minillration of Sir Robert Walpole, as an uniform mafs of cor­
ruption and depravity, as It gloomy period, during which not a 
lingle ray of light gleams thro"gh the impenetrable darknef" 
Though I have occafionally noticed the mifreprefc::n..tations of thefe 
writers, yet, as SmoIiett quotes no authorities, and appears Tu'Vtr to 
have confulred the Journals. and ~ith:r partially or fuperficially to have 
perufed the parliamentary debates ; and as Bellham i!l, in general, a 

mere copyift of SmoUett as to fads, though he di1fers from him in 
-(peculations j I have not relied on either as an authority. 

The hiftory of England which I h..-e principally canfulted. is 
the continuation of Rapin, publHhed under the name of Tindal, but 
principally written by Dr. Birch. His papers in the Mureum, and 
in the H.rdwicke Conedion, which J have examined with {crupU­
lollS attention, and various other doc:umentJ which were {u~mitted to 
hi. infpcCtion. and to which 1 haye had .ccers. prove great aCcuracy 
of refcarch. judgment in feleCtion, and fidelity in narration. He 
derived confiderable .ffiflance frOD' perfons of political ' eminence. 

p.rticul .... ly 
• 
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pllTticularly the late lord Walpolt. the late earl of Hardwicke. and 
the honourable Charle. Yorke.. Birch was a ilaunch Whig. but his 
political opinions have never led him to forget his duty as an hifto­
rian. lie has not garbled or falfified debates, or minated fads; he has 
(lot wantonly traduced characters, or aCi"irnoniouOy reviled indivi­

duals. bec.ufe they efpoufed the caufe whlich he difapproved; but 
in his whole work, whether he praifcs or blames, there is a tPlanly 
integrity and candid temperance, which mull: recommend him to 
the difcerning (cader. . 

It naturally became a part of my talk to conCult a\l works which 
treat of the life and adminiil::ration of Sir RlJbert Walpole J and it is 
remarkable, that except political pamphlets, which were confined to 
temporary and fpecific objetts,1ny utmaft refearch could imly difcover 
two publicatiOns. . 

The fi.rfi: is. «A critical Hiftory of the AdminiA:ration of Sir Robert 
.. Walpole. now Earl. of Orford, colitCled chiefly from the Deb3tes 

U in Parliament, and the political Writings on both Sides. 1743," 
This anonymow work is centemptible both in matter and fiyle-. 

It is, with few exceptions, a mere compilation from the molt 
virulent appotition pamphlets, but is u(,:ful as an iooc:x of the: 
points which, "at the time, drew moll: attention. and 3i containillg 

an account of the molt: remarkable publil.·ations on both fide s. 
The fecond is If Hifioicc du Minifie.re du Chevalier IYalpool dc­

u venn Miniltre d' Angleterre, et Comte d'Ox/ord, Amfi:erdam, 1764. 
U in three volumes;" This ;"'ork is principally ~mpiled from the 
preceding publication. although the author alteCts great~r impartia­
litys and frequently turns the moil virulent cenfures into the moll 
fulfome panegyric. The wr:ter is fo ignor:mt as to <call him earl' of 
OiforJ, aDd i> deficient in point of inforUl..t tit1n, that the whole pe-

• The account or tbe pl.l'tition treary was ""Jitt~n, by the hlto carl of Hardwid:e. 
The. account ~I lord S~,·. ,,..!u~t in,Barker's c.,,(e, w.' wlinen by his gle.::tt. 

__ ephew, the late Mr. C. Yorke. 1 n n a1fo !toiCe Ilwnc:row. commuflic.tic>u ~ by Horace 
"'Walpole, thgugh. tIley cannot be fo calily (p,cciJi.ed. • 

- Clod,. 
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riod, from tbe declaration of w.ar :llgainfl: Spain in 1719, to the re­
-tignaticn of the miDifter in 1742, i~i contained in fourtec:t:t lines. From 
fources fa partial and deficient, little information could be de·ri.yed .. 

I have carefully confulted the political writings of the times, on 
both fides of the quefi.ion. I have: peru(ed with the fame attention 
the moil violent invetHves, and party ftatements againfi the mini1l:e r, 
u well as thofe that wer~ written in his favour, and from :l fcrupu­
lous cOll!par:ifon of both have endca'Voured to extract: the truth. 

Thefe works are too numerous to recapitulate. To the political 
writings of Bolingbroke, Pulteney, and Chellerfield, I have paid pe­
culiar attention, and fcrutinized them with a clore, and. I truit, an 
impartial infpeltion, 

The H Crtlftfman," which c~lnmenced in 1727, was the great vehi­
cle of oppofition effays. This paper"as it always contaiMd the ftrength 
-of the aflguments urged againll the meafures of government. detailed 
with great cloqueQCe and wit, has been affuluouDy examined. The 
Po\iticat state of Gr-Cllt Britain, the Hiftorical -Regifter. and Annals 
)f ·Europe, ample and not .incorrt:Ct ~riodlcal publications. have 
:ontributed infor·mation with refpf:d: to domellic events, points of 
chronology. and debates in parliam,:nt. 

·1 have derived collateral affifta.nce (rom the Gentleman's and 
London Magazines, which were ably-condulted. 

J have occafionally collelted the fubllauce of debate. from Cian­
.J/tr's Parl iamentary Proceedings, tto tbe general a.~curacy of which, 
though recently called in quetlioD, JCVCI'lII r .. (""" 1Ia •• induced me 
to give credit. 

I_ They are taken from the' c,ontemparory papers, fUCA as the 
Hillorkal Regiller, and the Political State cl Great Britain, tile 
\,lIthors of which were {requentlyl;,pp1ied .... ith DOtes ,OO_ran­

, du~~ by members of parlmment. FrOm 'lhe year f~'5i ' when the 
"aebit.s were no:longer publitbed' in "the ~oIitical SoUo;> .the fpceches 
-were given iD the Gentleman's Magazine by Guthrie,:aDd in the 

L9hdoll 
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London Magazine by Gordon, both Q{ whom conllontly attended in 
the gallery of the houfe, aod received information from members of 
parliament. 

z. Then: are among the Walpole and Orford pa~ minutes of 
Sir Robert Walpole's fpecches, And occafilJnai notes, taken by him 
in the houfe of commons, of thofe of other members. In comparing 
thefe minutes and notcs with the fpeeches in Chandler, I gc;nerally 
find the leading expreffions prcferved in the debates; which prove, 'the­
authenticity of th .J(e particular fpeeches, a.nd furnilhes a Ilrong p're­
fumption in favour of the celt 

3. Several ktten, which I have publilb.ed in the Correfpondence. 
contain brief accounts of tJ;!e parliamentary procc:edi.ngs_ and in"moft 
inftances accord with the prihted debates. 

4. Sir Robert Walpole told his fon, the: late earl of Orford, that 
bis fpea:hes were in gene .. l iiithfully reprefented in the pubu. 
prints. 

S. Lord Bath ,«ured the prefent bilhop of Salilbury, Dr. Dougl .. , 
tbat moft Q{ hi> fPeeches w«e correaly given, yet better than he had 
delivcn:d them. 

From the 19th of November. 1740, many of the debates were 
,",{it/en by Dr. Johnfon, and pllbliihed ill ,be Gtntleman's MaBazine. 
Doubts have arifea cOIl~ern.jng their authenticity. Some of John­
!on's biograph«! have declared lhat they were partly c"¥'p.of.d b,y 
himfcif; another, Sir John H.v.kins, that they were wholly 6a\­
ticus I" and Johnfon hi!pfc!lf is IBid to J,avc corudred, that they 
were not authentic, aDd excepting 1iheir ,gt!DCul import. were tAe 
work .of his own imagination. 

Th.U account, -however, is not perfdtly ~:onf()llant to faCt. Either 
Johnfon deceived himfelf into an cxagger:ation of his own powers, 
cr II. bidgrapbc .. niifulolt hi" adertiOJl. The real Inlth', is, . that 

Jabalon 'c:onAamly'_iHd .. lloIII. aod head. of the fJleccbc& fro", 
VOL. I. - perfOlls 
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perf""" "mployed by Cafe, and particularly from Cuthrie. The 
bilbop of Salnbury rccoJlelh to have reeD reveral of there note .. 
which Guthri~ communicated to him on the very day on wbiclt 
be obtained them, which were regularly tranfmitted to Johnfon, 
and formed the bafis of his orations.. 

ORAL AND MANVSCR1PT INJ'ORMATIOllJ .. 

WALPOL1::' PAPERS. 

My firll and warm.ll acknow1e:dgments are due to lord Walpole-. 
for the papers 01 hi' f .. hcr· HoratiO, the firft lord Walpole. of Wolter­
ton, brother r"f Sir Robert Walpole, and embaffarlor in France and 
Holland. This colleaion has afforded the moft ampb:: ma.terials ... 

*'It contains his original concfpondence, both public and private, as 
well abroad as in England; many confidential letters which pa1red 
between him, the queen, and Sir Robert Walpule,; various docu­
ments, memOtials, and political di1fertations, which afford. the cleareft. 
infight into foreign aifair" and prove hi, aaive 3Ild indefatigable 
aerUOhs. 

A Cpccific detail of tbis coll.aion, which occupies no lof, than 
one bundred and forty folio volume., mull be rekrn:d to • future 
publication; in whicb I purpofe 1:0 gi.e • feleaion of the moll inte­
refting letters not inferred in thia work. , 

I am alfo indebted to lord Walpole for many intereffin, anee. 
Mte8 and explanation,: which b. had 'from Itis fa&bc:r. 

Onou, PAn" •• 

-The late earl of Orford, &bird ,,,, of Sir JlIlbert WaIp9Io ....... ed 

_ with ac:tcft til all the papcn of Ilia ft.tber.mn'iMoc ill bit po'-
k~. . 

,Had 
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Had this colleClion been preferved entire, it \vQuld h:\Vc heen in .. 
valuable and unparalleled, both for extent and irnporrancl!. b,..\t fim1e 

have been dellroyed. others difperfed, and many loA:. When he r~ rin:d 
from office, the minifler defiroyed a large qu,antity. Not long bcfol.c 

. his death he (aid to his fan, If Horace, when' I ~(1l gam', yon wiII find 

many curious papers in the drawer of this table," anu mentioned. 

among others, the memorial which had been drawn up hi' llnling­
brok~, and prerented by the duchds of Kendal to the king. When 
his [on, (orne time after his death, in(peCtcdl the drawer. the papers 
were 10ft, and were never afterwards recovered. In relJting this 

anecdote, the bte earl of Orford declared his opinio~ that ' the pa­
pers had been either inadvertently deftroyed by his elder brother, or 

• 
aolen by a fieward. Several letters belonging to· this colleCtion 
were given to the late lord \Valpole, and are preft:' rved at Wolterton . 
Notwithftanding thcfe defalcations, the colJe4:tion l1ill contains many 
documents of high importance, of which I have availed myfelf. 

To lord Orford 1 am highly indt!b~ed for numerous faas and 

anecdotes relating to Sir Robert Walpole, which nobody but him~ 
felf could have- authenticated. In gratefuUy :lcknowledging thefe 
favours. I feel it my duty. to pay a juft tribute to his candour He 
repeatedly faid. " You will remember thalt I Olm the fon of Sir 
Robert Walpole, and therefore mull: be prejudiced jn his favour, 
Falts I will not mifreprefcnt or difguife, but myopinions and refieCtions 
on thofe faas you will receive with ca.ution" ahd adopt Or rejeQ at 

• 
your difcretion." Although he te~ilied a nal:u\'31 folicitude to ree the 

• 
memoirs of his father, yet lte not unfrequently cxprelred his wi01e, 
that the work might Ilot appear while he was alive, Jeft it might be 
thought that from motives of delicacy, I ha.d not delivered my {en­
liment, with .freedom. 

c a TOWNSHEND 



ntV PRE IFACE. 

TOWNSHEND PAPERS. 

I am obliged to the marquis TClwnlliend for accds to the pape,. 
of his ' grandfath~r Charles, th~ ((:cond vifcount Town1hend, who 
was plenipotentiary at Gertruydenberg and at the Hague, and principal 
{eeretary of ,fiate. Lord Townlhend's maflerly letters to George 
ths:- Firfti the notes between George the Second and him j the confi­
denrial intercour(e which he regula,rty maintained with his brother in 
law. Sir Robert Walpole, while he was at Hanover; have materially 
tontributed to illufirate thofe tranfaClions in which the brother mi­
nifters had a princjpal filare. 

HARD WICKE PAPERS • 

• To my noble friend the earl of Hardwicke. I gratefully acknow-
ledge my obligations for the ufe of his colleC1:ion. From it I have 
heen fuppJied whh v~rjou s papers, memorandums, and narratives of 
his grandfather, the lord chancellor., and of the late earl of Hardwickr j 
letters from the duke o'~ NewcaJ!lle; the confidential correfpond­
encc between Sir Robert Walpole and lord Town{bend, and the pa­
pers of Sir Luke Schaub, togethc:r with other documents of im­

portance. 

SYDNEY PAPERS. 

I am indebted to lord Sydney for the communication of letters 
which belonged to !'tis father, the honourable ThamasTownthend, 
fecand ,fan of Charles vifcount Tawnlliend, and the confidential 
ftleDd of Sir Robert Walpole. The ~dnefs of lord Sydney, and 
IUs. brother, Chades. Tawnlhend, Efquire. baa olfo fupplied many 
JDccdotes derived f-rom the converfiltion of their ,fatber. 

WALDEORAVE PAPERS. 

To ~e Cauntcf. of WiLDECoRAVE, I am obliged for ~ubmit­

ting to my iafpeCliaD the difpatchc:s of her grandfather James, /ir/l: 
§. eatl 
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earl of '\\'aldcgravc, dueing h is cmbaiiie, at Vienna and Paris, from 

1:;27 to 1740. Among o<h" pwnts of " :cret h;!lory. they detail 
many inF(:rdling conv~rfation8 with CArd-inal fleury. and with 
Chauvclin, keeper of the feals. They contain alfo various letters to 

and from Sir Rober.t vy31pok, of the man private and confidential 
natl\IC, which are printed in the Correfpondc:nce. 

In addition to thefe, I have to enuroeratle other communica.tions 
made in the moil: lib~ral and obliging manner. and to otTer my grate­
ful acknowledgments: 

HARRINGTON PAPE lR.S. 

To the earl of Harrington, for the corref1>ondence of his gtand-
• 

[.,thcr William Stanhope. firll earl of Harrinlgton, who was envoy and 
embaffador at Madrid, plenipotentiary at the congrefs of Soi{fons, and 
recretary of ftatt. Alfc for fome papers of' Charles Stanhope, elder 
brother of the firfi coart of Harrington, who was private and confi. 
dential fecretary to earl Stanhope, and {ecret.ary to the treilfury under 
the earl of Sunderland, This collodion ~"pplied me with many 
interefting letters, which re1ate to the {chitin in the adm~nil1:ration 
in I7J6, and a confidf'ntial corre(pondence between Newcafilc and 
Harrington, previous to the difinifiioo of lord TownChend. 

GRANTHAM PAPEIl :S. 

To lady Grantham. [or ~e papers o[ Sir Thomas Robinfon, 
firll lord Grantham, who was confidential fe~retary to lord Wal­
polo, during his emba1l'y in Fiaru:e, and ."voy and plenipotentiary 
at Vieona. Thefe t!Dcuments comprif. an interefling account of the 
negotiation. ~nd Jran1ittions between Great: Ikitain and the houfe 
of Aufiria, dllring a period of eighteen ycan. ' 

POYNTZ , 

xX? 
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POYNTZ :PAPER •• 

To Stephen Poynt~, E¥irc, (or vanoul communications ",om 
the papers of hi. father Stet>hen Poyntz, Efquire, conJidenlj&l feere­
tary of lord Townfhend. envoy to tl~e court of Sweden, and one of 
the plenipotentiaries at the congrefs of SoHTons. 

KEENE P,i\PERS. 

To Benjamin Keene, ECquire, for the papers of his uncle Sir Ben­
jamin K~ene, fo long, and with fuch difiinguithed cminenc;e, envoy 
and embatrador at Madrid. 

CAMPBELL PAPERS. 

To Archibald Campbell, Efqui"" for the papers of hi, grand­
father, Archibald earl of I13y, and duke of Argyle; in wbich I had 
the good fortune to find feveral original letters of Sir Robert \Y <II ... 
pole, 

DEVONSHIRE PAPERS. 

To the late worthy and much regretted lord John Cavcndilh, 
for feveral intcrc:lling letters, in the IpolTeffion of the duke of Devon­
thiee, written hy Sir Robert Walpole, the marquis of Hartington, 
:lond Sir RQbert Wilmot, to William -duke of DevonlhireJ lord lieute­
nant of Ireland, a thort time previous to the reSignation of Sir Robert 
Walpole, 

• 
ETOUGH lPAPE'Ju. 

To John Plumptre, Efquire, fo,' the papers of the Rev, Henry 
Etough, reClor of Ther£ie\d, Hertfordthire. ·Thefe papers form a 
valuable maC, of intelligence, . Th"y contain /ketches of the mgn. 
of William. Anne, G'-go the Hrft alld Second; numerous ac_ 
counts of Sir Robert Walpole, which he obtained in cooverfaticn, 
either from tbe milliner himCelf or Horace ·Walpole, '!he minute. of 

wjUch. 
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~bich, in various inftances~ he noted do\'O'n. , They comprife much 
information derived from ~"Scrape, {ecrc:ta.ry to tbe trcafury, and 
other perrons whore authorities he c:onfia'ntly cites; and a long and 
iuterefting correfpondence with Horace Walpole. Etough was 
a man of great rc:fearch and eager curiofitY~1 replete with prejudi.ce, 
but> idolizing Sir Robert Walpole. In the examination of thefe 
amp1e documents, I have. only adopted fu(:h parts as were in my 
judgment e.titled to full credit. 

The following arc the principal articles in thi, collefrion. of whiqh 
I have availed myfelf: u,A Mifc~lL'nYI being Minutes offeveral Co~­
verfationswhile Sir Robert Walpole, and when.Lord Orford, on feveral -
.~ubjefrs. from '734 to '744. with fome Partio:ulars relating to hislateft 
TranfaltioDs."--" Minutes ofa Converfa,t,ion with Sir Robert Wal­
pole. ,00 thc;f\tteAlpt of Lord Bolingbrokeandthe Duchef.of Kendal. to ' 
ob~ain hjs Di{mi1Iion ia 1727," Peinted in the Correfpon~enee; __ 
" An impcrfea: Effay on the Charali:er and Behaviour of the iatc 
Earl of Orford. addrell"ed to the right honourable Horatio Walpole • . 
Efquire.'· CI Minutes ,C)f two Conferen~,es with Horatio Wa1pole 
at Putney, Auguil: 6th and 20m, J752."-~CI Minutes of a Con-ver­
fation 'with'tbe right honourable Horoce .W"lpo\e. Efquire. No~em. 
ber 3. 17SS· ... _ .. Obferv.tioM on ·the Ellefrion', in '734 and 41. 
relative " to lord Orford,"-1" "Minutes of a Converfation with 
Mr;Scropc.fecretaryto lb. Treafury. relating to the Amngcment of 

' tb~ ;D~w Mini1lry onthe Ace.llion of Geor£<, the Second:· Piinted 
in the Correfpoodence. 

W"STON P.\PRR •• 

To the Rev~Cbules Wefton. prebeodary of Durham. for com­
m~~tions &om the paper. of his·f.rb .... Edward Wefton. Efqui,e • 

. wi"rlik fec:ietary of"iftU:; 'coniaining. among other· infercilillg porlicu­
··IiJo. :'lctcersliOm Sir· Jl:oben .• W'~ '-··11eN TO.WIIlheAd; on :the 

. arrival 

nvil 
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arrival of the dukeofRipperda in E :.gland, and a manly remonltr.nrc. 

of lord To",nlhend to the king. dilTuading the journey to H,nover I 
which the reader will find in the C:orreCpondcnce. 

ON SLOW JPAPERS • 

. To lcrd OnRow. for fome yery interefiing remarks of fp~aker 
On11O'"', on variolJs plrts of Sir Robert 'VaJpnlc's conduCt, with 
anecdotes of the principal leaders of oppofirion. Printed in the Cot­
refpondence. 

ASTLE PAPSRS. 

To Thomas Aftle. Efquire. keeper of the records at the Tower. 
for vari6us· communications from his private coHection of manu .. 
fcripts. particularly, correfpondencl: of the earl of Clarendon, during 
his miffion at Hanover. and letters from fc:crctary St. John to Drum­
mond; which are printed in the Correfpondence. 

STANHOPE PAP.llS. 

• The fchifm m the Whig adminifiration divided Walpole and 
Stanhope, and converted their ~n!: eltablilhed friendlhip into bitter 
enmity. As the charader of jaml:.i, firft earl of Stanhope. was fe· 
vcrelyarraigned by TowDlhend and Walpole, candour impelled me 
to apply to his reprefcntauve, the 'pre{eDt earl, for any documenu in 
his polTeaion, which might tend to vindicate his memory froRl thofe 

afperfions. This raqueft was accel:ied to in the mC?llliberal manner, 
and thofe papers have matcri&1!y t,mded to elueidate the tran1io¢Uons 
of thaI period. 

~IDUTOJI PAPua • 

. 1_ iadd>tocI 10 lor .. Mi~. lio< &lie papers ofl!io JWldfalber, 

the ~ d ~ w~ q..eiDpc the bil!myof W,oocfl 
p,"leDt, 
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patent. and comprue f.verallette" from his brother Thomas Bro­
drick, chairman of the committee of [ccrecy in '.he South Sea inquiry. 
and of his fon Saint John Brodrick; .IDan of thefe are replete with 
tbe fevcreft farcafms and invectives againft the miniller. 

EGR.EMONT PAPERS. 

To the earl of Egremont. for the letters of lord Bolingbroke <0 his 
grandfather Sir William Wyndham. refT:tark.lble for that anima­
tion, elegance of fryIe, plaufibility of argument, and virulence of in­
vective. which difiinguiCh his writings. They contain the ~ofi [e .. 
vere animadverfions on the conduct and principles of !:>lr Robert 
Walpole. and are filled with the moil: bitter reproaches ag.unfi: his 
meafure. : I have thought it my duty not to fupprefs .. lingle pa­
ragraph which reflected on the adminifirati~n of the minifier. 

PULTENEY PAPER.S. 

-To Sir Wi11iam Pulteney, forthe papers of his wife's father Da­
niel Pulteney, who was commiffioner of the ~oard of trade, lord of 
the admiralty, who became the. firenuous opponent of Sir Robert 
Walpo!~, and wrote againft him with grea'~ feverity in the H Craftf .. 
lIlan." 

MEL coMBE PAPEIU. 

To Henry Penruddocke ,Wyndham, Efquire. for the papers 
of George Dodington, Lord Melcombe, from which I have ie-, 
leCied feveral private, letters, animadverting, with mU1i'h acri lIlony, 
on ~he condtKl and fyAcm of Sir Robert W.ilpole, extolling the prin­
ciple. and din:tting the views of that oppolltion which drove hun 
from the hctrf t \ 

VDL. I. . d To 

xxix ~ 



To Dr. Doug}.os. bifhep,of S.lifilUry. I am indebted for l<vera' 
inttrdting partie·ulaf!, derived from dbily converfation'S, during 
~ iMima.te intercourfe of rna-flY y,ears with his friend and p,Hron 
the earl of Ilath. Wh;!e I gratefully ackno\' kdge my obligarionf 
to this learned and highly-refpeClc(1 prc~a e. for much vatu,lblc in­
formation- during the progrd's of thb work. 1 fcd extraordinary gra­
tificat;on in refltaing that the I'.1en~OJrs uf Sir Rohert Walpule have 
derived .ti1illJ.ncc from the [uend of Iu.s grl.;ll 0pp0Ul..nt, WllUam 
Pulteney. 

Governor Pownall daims my grateful acknowledgments for the 
Ct'mmunicahon of a very ingt:nJous and abIt' ciTay on lhe- condutl: and 

principles of Sir Robut WaIFo1t:, vvl,ich places the milllfter in a new 

point of view. It iii mfertLd Jh the: Curreipondence. 

With the affiCl:ance of thefe cxtcnfi vc fources of information, I have 
been enabled to elucidate many parl:s of fecret hiftory. either total1y 

unknown, or wholly mifreprefented, and to trace the motives of 
attion which influenced the condu(~ of the minifier, and direCted the 
views of the Britifh cabinet. 

I have not been biafied by the prejudices of party hatred or party 
affedion. I have always confidered the connections and principles of 
the perf(lns from whom I derived jJ4,litkal infolmation, and after duly 

weighing all the circumfiance5, have equally avoided the extremes 
on either fide. 

It has naturally been my princ:ipar objea to trace and di(cufs 
thofe event •• which p~r{onally rel"te to Sir Robert Walpole, either 
in his public Or private chi-ratter, ~lnd in which he was either di~ 

reary or eventually concerned. In ~e courfe of my inquiries" and 
iii the perural of the numerous documCDts to which I have had ac­
ccfs. I obtained information of various collateral circ11In/luc:e., and 

g( 
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of numerous characrers, which tliough thq did not immediately at­
tach to the life of the minifter, yet were connected with the rrant:. 

aCtions which he either influenced or diredt::d. H ence 1 have b<.:en 
led to m:d,~ occafional digreffions. in order to elucidate inlerefimg but 

obfcurc points of hiilory. J have alfo intl'ojuced biographk.li me­
moirs of eminent perfons, who were either the appa[ers or fAvoun:rs 
of the rnlnifler, whofe characters the pap(:rs and documents il\ my 
poffeffion have enabled me to illufirate. 

Fully aware of the uncertainty of tradition, I have been extremely 
nutious to confine my (elf to the Ilarrowt:lt limits. I h.we never 
once adopted the hearfay of a hearfay. and have paid no attchriQn 

to any anecdotes or facts except from thofe who d.::rivcd their in .. 
formation from pcrfons of veracity, that were themfelvd' engaged in 
the tranfactions of the times, and who authenticated their narratives. 

I have. in general, quoted my authorities, and though in (orne 

inltances ,I have omitted to enumerate them, that I might avoid the 
appearance of atfeCtation, yet I can fafely aver, that I have not ad .... 
vanced 'a lingle fact in the whole work, of the truth of which I have 

1lot been convinced by themo!\: unexceptionable evide~c. 
In a few inllances I have collected the fiJbfbnce of the minifier's 

fpecches from parliamentary minutes in his own hand writing. 
From thcfe memorandums I have particuIarly drawn his freeches 
againll: the peerage bill, on propoling the e:xcife fcheme, in oppofing , 
Sir John Barnard's plan for the reduction of interea. and in reply! 
to the motion made by Sandy; to remove him. 

I have fcrupulaully avoided all allufions to die tmofadians which, 

atc now palling befor~ us, left I might, have been tempted to' 
make my work the vehicle of panegyric: or iovcttive., alld have ' 
fallen into a~ error not uncommon with, fpecul.ltive write lS, who , 
iud2e of remote fad. b7 recent circumftancC8, and affcttc:dly affi -

milarc· 

x%xi 
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mii.,to the events of pall ages with the tranfaCtions of the pre. 
Cent ,day. 

] cannot d a fe this Preface without paying a jull tribute of gra .. 
titude to my ingenious friend l\lr. Adulphus. for the advantages 
which I have derived from his literary ailifiancc in preparing thefe 
Memoirs for the prcfs. 



ADDITIONAL C()RRECTION~ 

For the MEMOIRS of SlIt ROBERT WALPOLE. 

SI NCE the publication ofthcfc Memoirs, the author h:lS dlfcovercd fome 
Inaccuracies., which the reader is rcquelled to cow:fl:. 

Vol. I. Preface. p. xix. 1. 2 . of the note, for Bar/ur's cafe, read the 
Ban/u,'s cafe.-P. 2. I. 7. dele dtfled. 

In p. 63- It is afferted, fhat Sir Horatio Townl'hcnd was created 0 peer 
i1l 168z, th:l.t his fon Charles ~ord Townfhcnd, took his fcat in the houfe 
'Of peers in 1696, and that being of a '7~lYy family, he attac~ed himfelf fo 
ftrongly to that party, that hejiglled the .proltjJ rtjpe8i11g In,, imp"QchtlUill f!! 
I he IYhig /01 tis. 

Sir Horatio Townfbend was trttlted (J bnron in 1661, and mifd 10 tht 
dig";'Y of V!ftOllllt i'l 1682. Charles lmd Townlhend took his feat iR 
December 1697_ Hi" f.1.mily could not be called. 3. Tory rJ.miiy, as the 
diflinctions of 'Vhig and T ory ))ad only tak c~n plate a !hart timr.: before 
his father'S death. Th~ inference, that he attached himfdf 10 the Tories 
bccaufe he figned the protell: r('fpeding the impeaooment .of the Whig 
lords, is not fuRiciently founded. I. Ie appears that fevcr:ll peers who alfo 
iigncd the protefi. were known \Vhigs. 2. This protell: was merely upon & 

collateral point. It Uated .. that it was contrary to the proceedings in par­
liament to take noti,c in that houfc of what was reprefented only by fome 
lord!> to have paffcd in the other. ~. T ownlhend did not fign any of the 
other protcfl:s refpccbngthe impeachment of the Whig lords. 

111 p. 83 and 1 80 . The counters of Platen, miO:rers of ErncO: Augullus. 
is confounded with the countefs of Pbten her daaghtcr-ill.law, who was 
mother of Am3iia, married to the count de Sr. Florentin. The confuiloll 
of German genealogies, ami the want of. au thentic documents. have 1'Cll­

tiered it difficult to afcertllin every particular rcfpetting the families of 
Pbten, Kilnllnfcck, and Schulenburgh. 

lnfl:ead of thl' firO: fix lines, p.83. read, His otlltr mif/r¢ waj Sophis 
Char/ollc, wife of barOlt Ktlmnn!l!(k, mnjler of the hOT/e, Jrom whomJhc WaS 

ppaTlJted. In 1721 foe 'wnj trented cOlmt~fs of L e;,yhr ill tile kingdom oj Irf!' 
land, lind in 1]22 1t/adefIQ BTiljfo peerp, by the ttI/e of bllTOl1ifs oj BrentforJ 
,,"d co/mitft of D~rlmgtOtl. • 

In p. 167' l. 25 for Sir Jofeph, read Sir J Oltathall Trela.wney.-P. 169' 
1. 2.0, 22 .. read L a)'eT having bWI triea and condf!J1ltled, and bills of pai"s a"d 
pena/tiel having bWI p"./ftd ngninji tltl! z~'ifl!'ior agenlS. Kdly and Plunlm, 
&c.-P. 177.1. 26, 'J.7' dele and Stallhope.-P. 195.1. 9. for wAo j,ad(:vrr 
been, read who finet the reig" ofJlJmes l'llt Fiijl had hun.-P. 533. 1. 2.1. 
delejiRu tM rtvo/ution.-P. 6"7' 1.. 3. dele almefl without a div/fton.-P. 
637 , 1. 27. for Mving read Ittruing.-P. 655.1. ,,6. for b,01ner read flejltew. 
-P. 056. 11ote. L s. for nephew read (oufill.-P. 683. 1. 2.3- for Irwin read 
Bdwi".-P. 718. 1. 2+ for frtlfR read ·toj.-P~ 7"5' 1. 33. for j"creaft read 
dlcreaJe. 

Vol. I1.p. 289. L 6. for H •• "lry ... d l"Pi/li,.-'P. 647' dele the matginal 
note. 
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• 
SIR ROB E R T WALPOLE. 

PERIOD THE FIRST, 

From his Birth, to the Acceffion of GEORGE the Firll j , 

CHAPTER THE ,IRST: ,,676-17°1. 

Family. -Birth. - Ta/lwI. -EdN(arWtt. - COUllliry PtIr/uilJ. - Morrialt. -
Pourlllll Efia/~. • 

T H E anceftors of Sir Robert Walpole~ who was the eighteenth male of 
his family, in a lineal deCant, may be tr.lccd from the conqueft. They 

took. th~ir furname, according to the cuftom of thofe days, from the town of 
\Valpole. in Norfolk, on tlle.borders of L incolnfhirc:. where they had tbeir 
rdidence, untJt.one of them exchanged the fiunil;r feat for Houghton, in the 
(arne cPWlty • . . 

Sir Edward WaJpole, his grandfather, was e1clb:d member for the borough 
of Lynn R~ in the ~ention parliament,.. aficmbled in April J 660, and 
voted for the refioraUon of Charles the ,ScconP" As a recompence for his 
zeal in the royal cau(e, he was.crea.ted Knight of the Bath. H e was remarkable 
for his doqllCtlce and w.eigbt in parliament, and once, on a warm altercation in 
the houre, he: fuggifted in expedient which was inuned:iatcly adopted by both 

• A1lDC1tCd GCllealogiOO TaWe. Bel ........ DaroQcC"Jm. Com",', rcnage; Arridr, ~f! 
of Ortord. f)oLUIllQlfl amon, the Orford Papert . • 

Vo!. . I. B pJ.rLJ e..~. 

Period l. 
16,6101 7140 

, 
L_ J 

FJokILT. 
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".lIi ... ror which Waller the'poet, in a high Itrain-of ponegyric, irorucally 
propoCt:d tha.t he fhould be fent to the Tower, for not having Cooner com~ 
pofed the difputc when he had it in his power". He died 10 1667. . 

Robert, the cldcft fon :lnd heir of Sir Edward Walpole, fa.t in parliament 
(or the borough of Caftle Riling, in the county of Norfolk, frolll the urft 
~car or WIlliam and M:uy. till his dr.:ccafc in November 17 00. He was 
d(·C'tcd dt'puty lieutenanl, and colouel of the militia, in the counry of Norfolk, 
and tooktls atlivc a flHlre as his iituation and circumfiances permitted in for­
\\irdin~ the Revolution. H e confidcf'ably improved hi s clbtc by his pru­
dent management; oouc1tcd a large family with much credit, and wa'l held 
in greal dl:imation by the \Vhig party, whore meaJu res he appcJ.rs 10 have 
unifonnly rupported . He had by h~ wife Mary, only U:l.llghter and heirer. .. of 
Sir Jeffery Burwell, of Rougham, in Suffolk, nincken d\lldrell, of wholll 
Robert, aflcrwards Sir Robert WJ.Ipolc T, and Earl of Orford, the (ubjdt 
of thefe Memoirs, was the I bird fan . 

• ft:cms to be;' aD error not uncommon in mankind, to emka ... ·our to exalt 
the merit of favourite and eminent clmraacrs. hy falle and ('xaggcl'J.tcd en­
comiums, and to attri bute Joleiy to I1alul:e. what is ufually the combined dfL'tl 
of nature, euucation. and accident. Tlle voice of fricndlhip, admiration, or 
flattery, has declared, with a. funilar ptc~udiLe.. that Sir Robert \Valpole was 
barn a minifter. It was faid of him. that he was endowed with a geniu .. 
for calculation i and that the method. which he adopted in fettling ac­
counts, W2,$ a rnyficry underO:ocxJ only by hlmfdf. Other5 of his aum;rcrs 
confidered application in him as not nltl:e{fary. becaufe he k.new c"ery thing 
by intuition. But truth and impartiality rCJctl fuch unqualified ancrtiom, 
and the events of IllS early life \\·ill {be.v that the natural ta.ient s of 'Valpoil, 
were rather folid tban brilliant, amI that his acquirc:ments wcre the fruit at 
c-onliderable. indufiry. 

He received an excellent educr..tion. He came early into parliament;. 
(pole at firft indifferently, until habit a:nd Ptaft,ice rendered him an able de­
bater. He was promoted ~o an office in the admiralty in the 28th year of 
his age; bec3.me fccretary at "ar at thirty; was trained to bufinefs under 
Marlborough' Olnd Godolphin i and mnl1aged the houfe of commons during 
the Whig adminiftration. Being depriv,ed of his. vtate;"e difi::inguithcd him­
felf in oppofition; was perfe.,aled 'by the Tories, and confidcrcd ns a martyr 
by the Whigs. He promoted, with unnbated zeal, the Protetbnt fucceffion, 
and was rewarded for his (C:F\'ices with the: pb.ce of fl!lymafier of dlc forces by 

... £dC'3 Walpoliamr. 
t Tbc evl, ttaitI in the lifo of Sir Robtrt W,aJpo1e, were principtll)" communicalcd by hi!! 

fon Honce', the l.lce 'earl of Orford. , 
4 the 
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the new fovereign, \fbom he had affifted in fixing upon the throne. Thus 
educated and inored to bufinefs, having thus rerved under government, :md 

_aCted in oppofirion, he was placed n.t the head of the treaCury. Tn this fitua. 
tion, adored by his family, helmed by lll~ triend, • .and dleemed by hI'; party, 
he was courted and idolized. Hi~ facility for tran(ading bufinc(s, and liis 
talents for calculation, were confidercd by !Jis fond admirers as the gift of 
nature, when, in reality, the), were the refuIt of teducation, affiduity, and el(· 
penence. 

Robert Walpole was born at Houghton on I-he 26th of Augu(l: 1676., 

• There j. grUI confuGolI, and difference 
or opininn, with r~ &ard to th .. lie (It SIr Ko­
bert Walpole. He himrdf Wlites, in his letter 
to gcntnli CllIlrchlll, June 2-4th 1143; .. No 
ihrgnce attends me flll(.e Snty:fcwn." Ac· 
cOldlng IIH'refure tathlS ~cc.}unt he lIlu{l: have 
b~n bOinin 1675, and dlea aged 69, or in hi, 
70th ru.r. HI\ fon HOrRle, the .te Earl of 
O lfoN, confirmed thl' ,,(.count, and told me 
that, had he lived till the~6!h of Allgull 1745. 
he would have been 70.-Tht' ~gifier at 
Houghron give~ noaccounl of hi~ birth or time 
of bJptifm; but his death is thus ~corded 1 
A. D. INS. The- right honourable tar! ot 
Orford dlCOd March 18, :lndwal; buried Ihe 25th. 
In the 1181h year of his :zge.-At the bottom of 
the fame page, in anotller hand, is, .. The 

great Sir HoLert Walpole, c:Jrl of Orford • .te­
parted t hl~ hfe the ,8th Marl .. h 174~. agi!d 
"fiB Yeal l" and wa~ In terred-the:l5 0- ,,_ 
Accordln~; to ColLin~'s Peerage, alld Ihe Gen­
tleman 's Mag3zine, J,e 1\.10. 7' allhr lime of h~ 
dtath. which would 111ace hl~ birth In 167 .... 
--The regiO:er ot h,s birth by hi! mOlher 
feltles the dJfpute. The reverend H(ifate 
Hammond. rettor of Gmt Maflwgham., in 
Norfulk, great nephew to Sir Robert Walpole, 
to whom 1: am obliged for the abovemermonN 
extralh; frnm the parrlb regiRer, favoured me 
with an account orlhe births of &l I the children 
of Robert and Mary Walpole, reglRered in her 
own hand, in • book which is in his polTd'~ 
lion. 

AGE 0 F M Y CHI L :D R E N. 

Sufall WilS born 6th JU11l: 167~ 
Mary 8th Jllm: 16]]. 
hdward '1-3d Jum~ 167t· 
Burwell 61h Augull ,6 7) · 
ROlEaT 26th AuguR 1676• 
John 3d SeplemtJer J6]1. 
HOl'!ltio 81h Deet:mI1er 1078. 
Chrj{\opher - :olh February 16 79. 
Elizabeth -. : 24th MalY.: h ,6:..;'. 
E[i:r.abeth 16111 O[t(l,ber 188~. 
GaJ&idlis 15th Mardi 16U· 
A nne full Apul 168 ". 
DOftIthy 111th Scpl '~ml~L 1686. 
Sufau 5th December 1687, 
Monlaunt - 131h Dec,mlber .68tJ, 
A boy aiU.bom 8th Aplil ,690. 1 

Chu!" loth JLLn'~ J6q I. 
William ~ 7th ApIl1 ,6<}, 
A daughter nUl-bora 20lh January 16::. 

n ? H. 

Chapter I. 
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H{" rerel\'ed the firil rudi.mcnh of lear:ning at a private fcminary at Mafting~ 
ham, in Norfolk, and completed hiS c:dQ' at ion on the foundation at Etan, 
under Mr. Newborough, who appears to have been dia.inguifhed for his 
knowledge, and to have ,raired the (chool to a high degree of eminence. 
Walpole was naturally indolent, and difhked application, but the eIDula. 
tion of a public feminary, the altcrnat~ menaces and praife!> of his malter, 
the m:l.Xim repeatedly inculcated br his father, that he was a younger 
hrothcr. and tha.t hi~ future fortune in life depended (olely upon hi, 
own exertions, overcame the original inertne(s of il is difpofition. Before he 
quitted Etan, he had fa confiderabl}' kmproved himfelf in claffieal literature, 
a5 to bear the character of an execUent fcholar. A peculiar fondncfs for 
Horace·, ma.rked his good fen fe, and even after his rdiremeut from publiC' 
life; when he liad long dircontinued his early ftudies, he was by no means de­
ficient in the knowledge of the GrC1:k language. His talents for oratory 
began to develop themfelves at a very early period, fo r his fchool-maftcr 
being informed that fe,erai of his fanner fchola~ who had been educated at 
Etan, and part icularly &1. J ohn, had ddlinguifhcd themfdvcs for their elo­
quence in the houfe of commons, replied, " But I am impatient to hear that 
Robert Walpole has fpoken, for I am convinced that he will be a good orator." 

On the 2zd of April 1696 f, he was admitted a fcholar at King's t College, 
in the univcrfity of Cambridge. During his refiden~, he was feized with the 
tin.all-po~, which was of a mof\. malignant fort; and he continued for forne 
time in imminent danger. DoCtor Brady, the f:unous hiftoncal advocate for 
the Tory principles of the ~glinl cO:llftitution, who was his phyfician. {aiel 

",0 one of the fellows of King's College, warml}' attached to the fame party ; 
If'VC muft tac care to rave this young man, or we {hall be accufeel of 
" having purpofely neglected him, bec:aufc he is fa violent a \Vhig." II was 
indeed priocipally owing to his kind and affiduous attention, that Walpole 
f'(covered. Notwithftanding Brady's political prejudices, he was fo much 
ple:l.fed with the (pint and difpofition of his young patient, that he obferved, 
with an atfet.'tionate attachment, U His fingular efl'ape feerns to me a fure in­
tf dic&tion that !J.e is referved for important ptlrpofes." In the latter period 
·()f his life, when the prediction had been fulfiUed, this anecdote was frequently 
related by 'Valpole with a complacen.cy, which Chewed that it ha.d made a 

• He was accuftomcd to plle hi_ fon, the 
Iatr dltI of Orford, fllbjeeb for his Latin com~ 
~on}o and be almoft a1war.' rook them 
from Hence. 1Md Orford \I tel 10 m:olka 
cwo themes which were applicable Co bi£ Ut:ua· 
doD. • 6ril miDiftu : 

P".i,i_ t'IIQIU •• ~ flo .. ..v.." 1_ lA, 
M_ c'"" ~ ...... Lt ... CtrUII . .Ir.\lm. 

t R~gifiet' of King's Col1~g~. 
t A <:oUdtion being maile. a(t~ hi!' wa 

prime minifltf. (or rhe> new building at King" 
CoUege. be fnbfcrihed£. {OO, andOQ ttceh,jDg 
lhe t6anka of tbe provon and fellow •• he n:~ 
plkd. " 1 c!eM:r.c DO thanks, 1 have only paid 
tor my board." 

deep 
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deep ilnpre1lio. o. JUs mind, &Dd proved his {.,isf.aion 31 the recollection 
of an event that'feemed to anticipate his fubfeqtlent elevation. 

At college he formed I ftrifr intimacy with Hare and Bland, who were 
members: of the fame foundation, and in f!very fituation of life, fhewed an af­
f~Ctionate regard for the friends of his early YCluth. He raifed Ha~ who 
afterwards ably diftinguifhed himfdf in defending the meafures of the Whig 
admininration, to the biChopric of ChicheR.er, and promoted Bland to tile 
provoruhip of Eton College, and deanery of Durham. 

On the death of his elder furviving brotbl:r, in 1698, becorJ1ing heir 
to the paternal cftate. be refigned hi, fcholadhip on the l5th of May. 
H e had been originally defigned for the church, and w.as frequently heard 
to fay, with the confidence which cha.raaerj(es an afpieing mind, that if fuch 
a denination had taken pl.lce. inftead of being pl'ime minifi~r, he fhould have 
been archbirhop of Canterbury. Fonunatelr the fuperftrolture of his edu­
o.tlon was made before the death of his elder br'other. for a.fter that event he 
relapfed into his natural indolence, and, the impulfe of neceffity being re~ 
moved. no longer continued to profecute hi" ftudics for the purpofe of purfu­
ing a liberal profeffion. His father alfo 3.ffiO:ed in withdrawing him from 
literary occupations. H e immediately took his fan from the unil-erfity. en· 
deavoured to fix him in the country. and make him aUend to the improve­
ment of his dtate: \vith thllt view he employed him once a week in fuperin­
tending the fale of his cattle at the neighbouring towns, and fcemeu ambitious 
that his fan fhould become the 6rll gr:nier in tb(: county. His father was of a 
jovial difpofition, and often pulhed to excefs the plleafures of the table : the hor:­
pitable manfion of Houghtonwas much frequente.d by the neighbouring tentr}'. 
:.\J1d the convivial temper of 'Valpole accorded with the. rcenes of runic 
jollity. At there meetings the father occaGonally fupplied hi. glafs with a 
double portion of wine, adding. " Come Robert, you iha1l drink twice. while I 
drink oncc; for I wiU not permit the font in his {ober {enfes. to be witnefs to 
the intoxication of his father," Hi!. mornings being thus engaged in the oc­
cupations of farming. or in the {ports of the field, of which he was ruW3.ys ex· 
tremely fond, and his evenings ~a1fed in fen:ive fadelY, he h3d no leifurc for 
literary purfuits. 

On the 30th of July '700, he married, in Knighlfbridge Chapel ., Ca­
therine. daughter of Sir J ohn Shorter, lord mayor of London, a .woman 
of exquifite beauty and a.ccompJifiled manners, and the amu[ements of 
Londoo fuccteded the more attive employments of tbe- country. Soon.after 

. • Reciftrr of x.aigf.c~ Cbaprt. wbj~h tht Ellvirot~ of Londou, .. all woblpg IS to 
tbr tn'Q"tad D. Ly(e., tbe lnrnrd author of (cuch at my rtq\lel. 
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tile marriage his (a,her died. and Wa.lpole iQhorited th¢ family oft:&tC', tho 
rent-roll at which exteeded J.'. 2.,000 a year-. It was charged with his mo~ 
ther's jointure. and with the fortunes of the younger Lhildrcn, which amountCci 
to [ ,9,000. His wife's dowry difcharg,!d this incumbrance, and his mother's 
jointure fell in by her death in 1711. 

The death of hi~ f.lther threw him tnto the bufy fccnes of public life, when 
Lhe violent ij)irit of party gave an impulfe to his political exertions; and at 
the moment when the demife of Charie,s the Sf'cond, king of Spain, fixed the 
:11 tcntton ,of Europe, and excited general Oll'prl!henfions in Englanu, lell: the 
united dominions of the whole SpaniOl monarchy lhould center in a prince 
of the haute of Bourbon. 

. ' Among thf Orford Paper$ is a tlocumem 
,n the h:'lnd .writing of hi, father, (bewmg lhe 
amount of Ihf eftate, ot which the fubfi.uu;.e 

is fuumitled 10 the mder. as a proof thal tht 
reproaches caft upon him by hIS opponent:;., 01 
l»eing a needy adventu~r. were unfounded. 

rune 9. r to<l. A pan1cllbr of my en:lt~ \('Ithin the count,. of Norfolk, lU it is now kr 

Manor of Houghton 
Manor of BIrch N ewton 
Manor of Ore.t Bircham 
Manor of BilCM'1' T.,ff 

of Darlingbam 
ofSl/lem 
of Weftwicb 
of GloftnoPl in lblgctt • 
or Hatply - • • • 
In Burrough, near Yarmouth -
SmaU land, and lenemc:nts ~ 

Total in NorfolI, 
In Suffolk. 

£. I. J. 
3$1 11 -
80 -_ 

':77 --
10 1 --

:153 'I ... 
30+ 16 8 
180 10 _ 

100 -_ 

100 I I -

18 --
so--

Manor of Hamt 
FUilI of CavendUb; A:~. 

• 300 - -

§t --
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CHAPTER THE SE,COND. 

EI¢led M ember 0/ Pnrliament.-Slu/ch of Ihe imporratlf TrtJ1tjaEllons durin!. 
Ihe 'l''lVO lujf Parlianzents of King l4'jlliaffl.-All of Smlrmtllt ill favour oj 
t lte Pro/t;/lmft SUCCtJlio,j Qnd Family.-Prillciples and ConduEl of the L eaders 
at the Reuulution.-III1feElllol Endeavour of 'l-Yi!l;onl 10 exltltd the At! of 
SelilemtmJ i,l favour -1lht Honowr Lint. vilJually in/rodfleld by the ACt 
for difablillg Papifls.-l1rtfTlI ManagemeNt 0/ Willia}lI 10 procure the E:O:len­
}iou of thai All all the Death o/ Ihe Duke of GlouajJer. 

O N the deccafe of his father, 'Valpolc was elt:fted member for Caftle 
Riling, and [at for that borough ill the two thort parliaments, which 

were a1fcmbl~ in the two Jaft ycars of Ihe reign of king WiHiam. 
The death of Chades the Second, king of Spa.in. in the mO,nth of Oclober 

J 700, the acceptation of his tdlament by Louis the Fourteenth, in breach of 
the fecond partition treaty, and the quiet a:cceffion of Vlulip duke of Anjou 
to the ctOwn of Spain, acknowledged by England :tnd the United Provinces, 
were events which hall preceded the meeting of the parliament iJl' which 
Walpole .Ii ra fat. The a8: of fctllcment in favour of the elecheb Sophia; the 
violent condutl: of the Tory houfc of commons in the impeachment. of 
Somers and the Whig lords; the dc:ath of JatJlf:s the Second; the acknow­
ledgment of his fon as James the Third, by Louis the Fourteenth i the in­
dignation of the Englifh at that event; the fuccefsful manc:euvrcs of Wil­
liam to 10ufe the fpirit of the nation againft. Frouict", and to obtain the c0i,: 
clIrrence of tbe Tories to a Continental war; the fecond grand alliance; 
the diifolution of the Tory parliament and minifiry;, the choice of a \Vhig 
allminiftration and parliament; the ueclaration of war ngainft Francc;, the 
attainder of the pretended princc of Wales j the abjura.tion oath i the death 
of Willia.m, at the moment when hI! had illfufc:d an impulfe il1to the grand 
combination j were the important events which agitated the public mind 
during tht.: two Jan parliaments of his reign. To €~ve a detail of the:!! cQrnpli~ 
(ate<! and interefting tranfatl:iQ.1l!, is not the prov"ince of a ~riter of memoirs, 
but mun bt-lcft to the hiftorian of the times j c:xcept fo far as they mly be 
fUPROfL-d t9 influence the futu"re condud: and pol icy uf the minillcr, whofe 
life I RJJl attempting to delineate. With this view, it may not be improper 
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to fiate the drcumlbnces wbich preceded and accqmpanicd the paRing of 
the as: of fettlement, and induced all parties, notwithftanding the avov .. ed 
repugn:l.l1ce of a majority.in the comrnOrll, to adopt that meafure. which 
{ecured to the houfe of Hanover the throne of Great Britain, &nd had fo 
ftrong 1nd permanent an influence on tile fubfequent condult ofWa1pol~. 

\Vhen the arbitra.ry conduct of Jam~~s" the Second againft the confiitut ion 
and reJjgion bad raired the indignation of England, and when our gTeAt de­

.1iverer William, the prince of Oran@;e, had co.operated " with the nation 
in driving that monarch 'from the throne; the leaders of the convention 
parliament. which efiubJiilied the revollJtion, aCl:ed whh a fpirit,and wifdom 
well becoming the arduous fituation of affairs, :md with a temper which ac­
commod:ited itfelf, as occalion requi~, to the cuftoms and prejudices of the 
nation. \Vhile they fet ~fide that abrolute and indcfcafible right, which it wa.s 
:l\'erred no conduCt, however tyrannical, could violate, af¥i laid down the doc· 
trine of rcfiftam:e ill l.ales of cxlieme Ileceffity, they dreaded the evils of an 
elective monarchy, and guarded againft the future eftablilhment of a repub. 
Jican form of government. When they found it necdfary to break the he-re-­
oitary line of d~fcent, they made the ilc:viation as Illlall as poffible. no more 
than the exigency of circumft.ances requ.ired, and re·eftablifhed it in the fame 
manner as it -exifte~ before that breadl was made. With there principles 
conftantly in "iew, they declared that .liames, having endeavoured to fubvert 
the conftitution, had abdicated the go"vernment, and thereby rendered the 
throne vacant. " 

The throne being thus declared abdicated or vacant, by the abfence of 
JD-mes the Secohd, and his fan being Cuppored illegitimate, the next in order of 
lucceffion Wa. .. 1 Mary, eldeR daughter of James. But as the nation owed it$ 
deliverant:e from arbitrary p~'er to \Viilliam, the convention d<"parted from 
the !'"cgular line by dt~claring him king. jointly wi.lh hi"! wife Mary, and by 
w;f..ing in him the (ole aclminiftration of go,·emment. This appointment 
was a deviation from the frfl:em of hereditary dercent, dielated by imperious 
neceffity, and confinned by gratitude ,; yet as Mary and Anne both con. 
rented to devolve their right ~o the cr01;Y'n on William, the convention may 
be faid .only to have confirmed this tJ"3.n.sfer. This .fingle deviation excepted, 
the Cucceffion was continued after tht dedb of William and Mary in the 
hatural order: in the children of Mary ; in Anne i in the children of AMe j 
and in· the children of WJ.1).iamt who ilt,jng the fon of Mary, clad\: daughter 
of Cbarles tilt Filii, was, after Anne, thl: nut in ordtr of fuccdBon 

• Dla.tkfionc', Commentllries, Vol. I. past !II" 
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In 1689. the firft r:\r1iamcnt which was fUiUlUl::>ned' by William and Mary 
confirmed this aCt of Ccttlement. but the king, e:ver anxious to promote the 
tranqui lli ty of his fu bjetl:s, anti to prevent thole future trpubles which might 
.afire. J1lOuld all the pcrfans nameu ill that Ad: die without i.1ruc, tbought it 
indifpen(july ncce(farf to cxtcl1d it to the next heirs in the Proteftant line. 
H e ordered, t herefore, bill10P Burnet to propo£e in the houfe of lords, the 
addit ion of:m :ll1lcmlment to the b ill of rights, nominating Sophia, dutchefs 
of H anovor, and her illlle, next in the fuccefflioll. Being carried. by the 
lords without oppofition, it was thrown out in the hau(e of commons by the 
R epublicans, high Torj~. and J:l.cobites, who :lit unitl!d on this Decalion ' 
againfl a bill which equally confounded their II'cfpcCtivc hopes. under the 
fpc t ious pretence that luch a nomination WJ,S unjufl.. becaufe it would prc· 
dude all thofe wl.o wl!re prior in tineal defcent to the dutchcfs, ew:.n fhould 
they become Proteftants - . The birth /if the (hJlke or Glouccfter~ haviog frill 
(utber removed the apprehenfions of a p opilh fucceffor, \ Vi lJiam did not 
chuft to prefs the nation in favour of the Hanoyer line. but was fatisfied in 
obtaining his views hy , more concealed but not lefs effeCtual method. In-. 
{lead of n:lIlling Sophia, a daufe W!l.S !l.nnexed to the b ill of"rigbts. difabJingaU 
Papift~ from fucceeding to the crown. or [uch as (bould marry Papifts. 
Thi", dau(e heft opened the profpeC\:. of fucceffio[l to the houfe of Brunfwick, 
without narning it; hccaulc th;'\l family. being the firf\: among the Pruteibnt 
fJt'lccmlants nfJ :uut"s the Firfl::, became) from the perpetual cxduli~n of Catha . , 
lies. next in cXIll·..:lJ.IlCY to t he perfons named in the ad of ft t t l~lncnt. 1 'hi!O 
fl'marbble dau[t paIT"l.:d) in both houles, without OppOfilioo or ddY.11e" not with­
fl.lIlding the well known dilinclination of the 11laj~ty of the JQw&r hou(c; 
and tl!e management of the whole affair reflects the I)ighefl honour on the 
judgment and temper of William. 

Sucb was rhe order of fucccffion when Walpc!lle came into parliament; :\t­
which lime the recent death of the duke ·of GlollC(fier alarmed Illc naliol l with 
the <.lrNd of a Popilb fuccetlor; and 'enabled \Vi1;liam to carry into (':'(ecu~()11 
' lis [avomltc meafure of cx tenaing the aCt of fett lement 10 the houfe' of 
HanovC'(, H al-'iog been decdnxl by Louis the Fourteenl h ill tbe u{'gocia­
tions for the feconu partjtion tr.:aty. he hud difmiOed the \ Vllig minill.ers.- who 
had rendered themfeln:s obno {ious by ligning it. anti fgrmc.'(b. Tory admini. 
Umtion, aJ: the head of which were R orhdler. Got\olphiu. aml ! f:lrler. ",inl. 
f(Om being a. violent paIlt~~ of the 'Vhigs,.now. jjded with thei r opp oncms.. ' 

• 
• Bumtt, vol. : . p. I S' T indal, VIII. 13 · p. 'H. 
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Willia.m well knew that tbe gren.ter part of the Tone! had confcnted 
with the menan rdo8:.ance to the hrea.ch of hereditary defcent at {he 
revolution, and had almoft Utliformly oppored his endeavours in fa\'our of 
Sophia, as tending, in their opinion, to overturn the fyacm of hcretlit:uy 
monarchy. fa long cherilhed by the confiiturion of Eng[:md. H e alfc 
well knew ~hat the whole body gf the real Whig<; e3rndl:l)' promoted the 
transfer of the crOWD to the fuccdfton i.n the Protellnnt line, but. :u: the larue 
time, h. was aware that among thoft: wiLa called tlll:U1felves Whig'>, wen:: 

• many Republica06, who would oppofi! it from :l hope, that if the perions 
named' in the a~ of fettlemcnt (hould die, means 11lIght be found to 
c:ftabliGl their f3~'Otllite form of governnlcnt. He had long percelvcd that 
the Whigs themfehtcs could never halve carricd the bill whic.h he had fa 
much at heart, in oppotition to the united force of the T ories, J acobites, 
and Republicans j but he had now divided the Republicans from the Torie'l, 
by placing the latter in power, and being recure of the ,"Vhigs on this 
queflion, he thought it '" r .. vourable opportunity to make the extcnfion 
oftbe aCt of Cettlcment with the mininers the price of thei r elevation. He 
accordingly rttC'lmrnended. in his Cpeech from the throne, February 170l J a 
further provifion for the fucceffion of the crown in the Protcfb,nt line.; not­
withihnding this a.c.quiefcenceoftheTories, he could not carry his point without 
the confent of the princefs Anne, who was at that t ime entirely governed oy 
the dutchefs of Madboroukh j and the dutcheCs was highl)' incenfed ag:linft 
William. for having formerly arrefted the duke her hufband, ami niU more 
fur having pubJic:ly withdrawn his confidence from him. Wirh a view thete­
fOre tocountend the influence of that artful fuvouritc. nnd to gain the cun­
currence of Anne, he permitted infinulltions tooe thrown our,"'s if he in­
tended to mue a ceffion of his crown to the fon of James the fccond. 
Thefe artful rumours alarmed both the princefs and her favourite , and ex­
torted her confent to the aft of fcttieme;ot -. 

8qt.althougb the Tories bd promi.fi~d tht king to proIllote the cxtenfion 
of the Act of Settlement,. before they came into p'0wer, and had even per. 
mitted a recommendation of it to be~ introduced' into the king's fpcech, 
yet the method in which they conduc:ted the buu.nefs. prOYcd their wiOl 
tb obftrutl it. The fpeech was made on. the I I th of Fcbru:uy; the com­
moO!,;u their add refs. took not the lealit DOtice bfth3.t part which re1.ated to 
the Ptotcltant fucceffion; and it was nbt_untiLthe 3d of Mmh that tbe . 
lM>ufe n:fol,ved itfclf into a carn.mj;;tcc. tl) take that fubjeCt. inlo conftderation . 

.. CWUlingh:\m, yoL I, p. tiS., $omuvillc'. HlfiQry of Kiflg William, p. SoH •• 
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Harky oulcrycd, that t he klflc in which the government was fctt1~d at 
the rc.:Yolutiun, hau prevented the nAtion hom n:quiriug fuch fecuritie<; from 
lhe tulurc fon~rcjgn, as wouhJ have prevented much mifchi.::f; and he hoped 
the\' woulJ not fnll into the [arne crror; he therefore moved, that before the 
perlon Ihuuld be named, a provifion Ihould be made by a comtuittee for the 
!t;cwlty .of the rights anlI liberties of the people. This propofal being 
acupfed, the rdolutions uf the committee WCT,e bid before the h,oufe. on 
the J ~th of March, fpecifying certain reftriCtions t, to be ratifi l.-d b}' cvet}'. 
l lllufC fovcrcign. 

Uumet, whore ren~ions on the Tories cannot ue aJlllilled witltout ex·, 
tn"me ("utian, ahren'c'>. that thefe limitations were tlcfigned to di(guil: tbe 
king, and to rairl! u.i !J)uttt; between the twb hOllfes, by ,\hich the bill might 
he loll: +; aJthough forne of thefe rellritl:inns were juit, and highly bendi­
ci.ll, thili obfcrvatian is fully juftificd by the tuhf~quent proceedings of r.he 
commons. So many delays were ftill made. that the patience of the Vvhigs 
began to be e>C'baufted, and one of their party was going co propoj~ the elec­
trefs Sophia. Harley could only prevent this Jileafure by brjnging on the 
<Juellion. VVith a "iew, however, to caft a :ridicule on tbe atl: of (ct­
tlcment, he employed Sir John Bolles, who was difordcred in his fcnfes, 
to propafe the bill ~.. The bufinefs was Co contri'\o·cd. that this man thus Je­
rangcJ in hi ::. mleHeas, wa", by the forms of the houie, appointed one of the 
committee who were infhutted to prepare the bill, was twice placed in the 
,h;ur, and twice gave in the report. The firll reading wa~ poftponed to the 

• I . AU tbings relatiog to the well govern_ 
. t.g 01 thts kingootn which OIre properl)' cog­
ni7,lb!e in tht privy council, by Ihe la\\'~ ;Jnd 
(,UnOJll5 of Ibis TeOlJm. atall he tranfafud 
there, alld 311 rt'rol. utiol1 ~ taken t lll:reupon Ihall 
be figH-U by fuch. of the pri .. ) COUIIC I! as alan 
ndvllt' lind conlcut to the faille. 2. . No !""r. 
1011 horn out of the killgdom' of Et~glallfr. 
$coll::md, or I rrlam!, aT the dornmions Ihue­
Willa bdougiog., or who IS nOl br-rn of EngJilb 
par~lll~ beyond the fea", although na.turalrl!ed 
or tn:l.dt' :l dl'uiz,c:n . fil. 1! br- cap.,blt' tu he of 
the prtvy cOlmcil, or a member of tither hQ\t(e 
of pOll h.lJnenr, or to enjoy ;Jnl' office or pint 
of mJ/l. ]. No fuch ptrfon /hal! 11;1Ve: ;lny 
gra"' of landl. tenement&, or h.n'tdilaments 
Jrom the crown to himfclf, or to any others in 
[run for hIm. 4· In £a/i- the crown !hall 
hereafter cOI~ re to IIny perfon not ~ill~ II native 
of the kingdom of En!!,laru:!, (hiol nahon RUlli 
aot be ... bhgd to rn~gcin ~ny war fnrthtdc. 
I~of ;>ny c1omullo.us or trlTitories not be-

longing to the crown of £nglind, without Ihe 
confenl of J~rliament. ~. Whoever thall hert­
niter cOllie to tlte poadIlon of [It crOWl!, UIIU 
Jom ill LOl1lol1.;uioo. witb the dwn..h ol'Eng. 
bud. 6. ~.Jo pardotl undtr the ~r~~ t feal f!taU 
he plr~t to III impeachment 10 ~Il\arnent. 
7. No petroli who lh:tJl he~after "ume: JO the 
po/TeRlon of the cro .... ·l\r lh:tll go out of the do­
lll ir l1OI1~ of hUKland, Scolialld, or IrdQ/ld, 
without (ble confent of p:tII IIlUlCOI. a Nt) 
Jl«loll whc' has "11 office Of' place of profit \lU · 
dtr the kiw'g, or rc'cc;lIes a penfioll (r"lll the 
cro ..... n, fllll'U be opable of fC'rv;ng- a~ a mem\), r 
of the hnufc of commons. Jmlf;""~ Lommd _ 
fions null b e mane quam diu (e bellt gl'llCrim, 
nnd thttr fa.hrie~ ~(cel1alheJ; alld ~Ilalrlinl('d : 
Bu~ upon t he ;lJdref~ of both houfe5 of pRl !iJ,­
menl, If may !.rl· J~\\ 1111 to remnve thlUl. 

J,IIft/IlI. if ,ht Hw'.ft if COlllt/I~" . - TUld~. 
t Vol. 2.. p. 171. 
: Bumel.-Jollrlj~~. 
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Ihft of April. the fecond to the fcventh, and it <lid not finally pttrs tilt the 
founeenth of May. Thus the aCt: of fettlement. which was to fecure the 
religion ,Ind confiitution of the country, \V:1!I received with fo much enId· 
neli! amI contempt, that feveral members, during the lilting of the commltte(·, 
indecently 'C]uitted the IIOU(~, and Co many dehy~ were purpo(cly made, tll.lt 
more than three months eiarft:<!, from tthc day in WhlCh it was r~commem.l (:{l 

-from th~ throne to the lime it was fent up to the lord... It pafil.~ tholr hou:e 
• :1fter a. flight oppofi-tion frol1l the marqu:i ~ of Normanby. Bt'ing carried back 

to the commons, it W.\S received in a tbill houle, and tcveru repro:lchful ex· 
prcffions we~ uttered againft it hy fame of the members". 

After f\1ch a conduEt, :.lpparcntly cm\cu!J.ted to render the bdl OdiOll'i and 
t!ontemptible, what thanks can be given to the Tones, 3.nd to thclr idol 
Harley, for having in thi!. manner brought forwards th~ aCt of fettlemcht) 
Is it not evident thJ.t tllCY had I)("en dn",n into a promili; to fupport it by 
Ule artful management of Willi:l.m, and that they endeavlIured to counteraL't 
tile bill at the very moment when thcy appeared to promote it ? The moA: 
zealous 'Vhig, however, ca"!,not prefum!~ to Jeny that the nation is highly in­
debted to the Tories for one of the .limitations in the act of Icttlemer.t. 
which the Whigs, with all their 3.rdOUl~ for civil and religious libert¥, would 
not ha,'c veRtured to propare. bec.aufe it was confldered by the. king 3.S :Ill 

infult on his condua and adminiftratic.n. The reftriClion to which I allude 
is, that no foreigner, though naturalized. fhould be a member of the privy 
council, or of cltber houfe of p:1r1iame.nt, or lhould'eIlJ0Y:\OY office or pJaQ! 
ClIc'truft. or have any grant of lands fn;tm the: crown. Thefe neccif,lfY pre, 
(autions, naturally fuggelled by the cltperi<:nce of thofe evils to which the 
nation had been already cxpofed, in confequcnce of raifing a foreign prince 
to the thron~ proved highly beneficial in pleventing, on the atceffion of 
G.it:orge the Fieft, the admifittn of German dcniz.cns int.Q the coum.ils ~nd ca· 
"met of England. 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

CMAPTER TIiE THIRD : 

Wlllpolt jOan lucoma all a8ivl Mt:mbcr of Parl;am.'II! .-li UpO/l 'l.'tlrio;/S COI'l­

'TIt/Ius, ffnd Tell!!r on !n.Jt:r'" impor/lfll1 Q/{.:jliO"I.~SIlPpOlli the Wl:lgS.-­
Suomi; fhe }.I/O/ioll for exuntling III! Oath of Al~Jir(ltioll 1o (c(/<jinj/tca/ r el­
jom.-Den/n and ChoraRer of Kfffg W,lliam. 

AL THO UGH neither the Journals of the H aufe of Commons, nor anr 
contemporary account". n~r the traditlom. of his fJ.mliy, record tlt.lt 

Walpole made any fpetlific motion, or fpoke in favour of the ad of fettle­
ment, yet there is no doubt that he joined the W'hig; in promoting it. 

The J ournals of the Haufe of Commons prove, that he foon bctame a very 
active member. His name appears upon feveral committees, and in one for 
privilege~ and deft ions. fa early as the 13th of February. only three days 
after the meeting of the parliament in which hc fi:rR: fat. H t: was particularly 
attentivc to th& bufincf\o which related to the county of Norfolk; am! z.ea· 
lou{Jy promoted the queftiom. which concerned the: trade of Norwich. He 
made t~e report from the committee on the bill for creCl:ing hoCpitals and 
workhoufes in the borough of Lynn, and for the oetter employing and 
mainta.ining the poor, and was ordered to carry it up to the houfc of lords.' 

He is alfo mentioned as teller on feveral important queftiortS which re..­
lated as well to the trade a.nd revenues of England, as to quenions of party: 
He was one of the tellers o.gainft the bill propafed by the Tories for the bet~ 
tcr prcfervlltion of the Proteftant re1ig1on, and fo~r ~reventing the.. trao.flation 
()f bi{hop\o from one fee to another. His high veneration for the ch~aer 
of Lord Somers, and his z.ealous attachment to his party, naturally induced 
him to onpo(e the motion for his impeachment, a.nd it is not improbable tbat 
he afterwards took a confidemble part in his defcru:e. Being young and unex~ 
perienccd at the period when that queftion was DlOVed, he gave only a filent 
vote, but he made a judiCIOUS remark, which p:roved his fagacity : it was, 
that the zeal of the wa.rmeft friends is oftentimes more hurtful to the JX'rfon 
whofe caufe they efpoufe:. than the: bittereR: accufations of the maa invete~ 
late opponents. The defence fpoken hy Somers in thc. houfe of commons 
was fo able and perfpicuous, and made fo deep an impreffion, as induced 
Walpole to be of opinion, that if the ,<u.nion lac! b<en immediately put, 

tho 
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the profecution would it:lVe heen wit hdrawo. But the accufcrs of Lord 
Somers, forciceing (hi!> c\-ent, made fuch inconfictcnt obj~n'.ljotl~. and t.1f~d 
fuch iotcmpt.r.Jtl' l'xprd~ions, a~ provoked his friends to Icply. Ac.corrlmg to 
the account of tili" uebate, given by\Valpolc, J lJ.l court bCg:11l WJtll c.\llcmc­
ly falhcious. but :lS plaufibh: remarks, a'> the fubJeCl:: could J.dmll. Cow­
JlCr's indignl.tion moved him to reply, which occalioneu the pro\ongJ.lion of 
the debate. at the end of which , what b.ld been figJli(i~.Jlllly and fully urged 
by ~omers, was in :l great mcafurc foreottcn. But had the impetuous zeal 
of Ius friends been reftmined, alld hi., C1H.mies been permitted to plOceed 
without interruption. , as long :l.S dl~:y thO\16ht nt, ' VaJpoJe apprclll~nd­
cd {hey wO\.llJ have not bt:cn ahle to div ide the hallie·. He \\.l~ one or 
the tellers in (.·l.\'our of the (lucftion, t hat the \!ngrntIcd replication to (he 
::l.Orw~ of Lord Somers to the articles of impt!achmcnt, Ihould be read . On 
which motion. he divided with 90 :1{,r.l.iJllfl: 140. 

On entering into parliament, a due tJiffidcnce of II is own power.; rcprcfii."l.I 
hiS zeal; and he formed a rdoiutlOll not to (peak lIntil he had ~ttaincd marc 
experience, and fame (kgree of parilament.uy knowkdgc: hut Iii !> prudclln· 
and caution were overcome by the mort! powerful p.1ffion 01 ( lIlulJ.tioll , 

During his continuance at Eton, he had been the rivai of St. John, who 
was three years oldcr,..thall hirnJc1f, Tbe parts of St. J ohn were m an: livcl} 
and hrilliant; thofe of \Valpole more £le:l.dy and (alit!. 'Valpolc ','I.1S in­
tluftrious and diligent, becaurc hi!> tal ents required application. St. J ohn 
was negligent, bc('aul~ Iii!. qllicknt:f<; of apprchcnlioll rendered k-r~ JabullI 
necdfary. When hath came into public life, thi ~ elllulation liid not ceaft' , 
and as they tonk differ{'l\t partics, oppofition kindled their zeal. St. J ohn 
{OOIl diflillguifhcd himfclf in the hOllfe of commons, amI became an eloquent 
deh:lter i repealed encomiul11$ befiowed on his rival, roured the anlollr 01 
~V J.lpole, and induced him to commence fpc;!.ker luoo!.!r than he at firll. in­
tended. It doc<; not, howen-r, appel11!' at what time, or on wbat occafioll, 
lle fiMl. fj>oke in the houfc of commons'; an that is known on that I"ub­
jcCl i<;, that the firfl time he rofe, he was confufed and embarraifcd, and 
tlid not fl"cm to realiZe tho(e expe6.:ations which his frienus had fondly con­
ceited, At the fame time, another member matle a ftuJicu ijJeecil, which 
""as much admireu. At the eod of thl: debate, fame perfons cafiing tidi~ 
cule on Walpole as an indifferent orator, acd cXl'reffing their approbation 

,on the nuidcn fpeedl made by the other member, Arthur Mainw3l'jn.&. 

• The geueral acc:oullI of Ihi~ debMe i, ac­
curarely ftaled in Tindal's CQIll)ou:llioo (If 

,RaViu, by the author. Dr. Ditch. on I ~t tX_ 
i"'tf~ t,Uthority df' Sir flobt:rt '\'o.!pole hlQ1(clf. 

'Ie 

.J have added o!mr particular. from lbe JI1!ho_ 
,rlry of hlough. He deriyed JUI ioformliltoll 
:ironl a l onfen:!U.e which he had wftb Sir Ra­
ben Walpole Qlhlber 31, 17H' 
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SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

who was prefent, obferved in reply, " You may applaud~the one, and ridi - ChaplCT 3'­
cule the other. as much &5 you pleafc, but depe:nd upon it , that the [pruto 170ltOJ7tn. 

gentleman who made the ret fpeech will never improve, anc that Walpole l __ • I 

will in time become an exceUent fpeaker ... " The prediction of Mainwaring 
was foon verified. Walpole took a ftill more a8:ive part ill the debates of the 
enfuingparliament. which met on the 30th of December 170J ; which being 
compored of It. majority of Whigs. and adiag under a Whig adrninifl:ration, 
whom WiJliam had again called to the helm of government. was mort con-
genial to his political opinions. Yet notwithftanding the preponderance of 
their interell, the Tories gnined a. victory fn the choice of a {peaker, of 
which lord Townlliend takes notice in ~ letter te. Walpole, who was detained 
at Houghton by the illne(s of his wife : "Mr. Harley has carried it frolll 
Sir Thomas Littleton, by a majority of four votes. which gives his party 
great encouragement, and -is no fmall mortification to the Whigs. I am ex· 
tremdy forry .to Jlcar my colin h:1S mifcarried of a fan, but I hope file is 
in no danger, antl that we illaU (hartly hc.ve the happinefs of feeing YOlt 
here-t." Walpole did not long deJay taking his feat in the new parliament. 

At this period. Louis the Fourteenth having:, on the iJeath of Jam~ the 
Second, acknowledged his fan king of EngJand, under the title of James th~ 
Third, \Villiam ordered his embafi'ador, the carl of Mancheficr, to quit 
France, and in a fpeech to the new parh:uncnt, told them, U He need not 
prefs them to lay ferioul1y to heart, and to confider what further meane. might 
be uftd for fecuring the fucceffion of the crown in the Protdbnt line, nnd 
cxtinguiilijng the hopes of all pretenders, and their open and fCC'fe tabettors." 
Animated by this exhortation, the commons addrcffed the crown not to make 
peace with France, until reparation was made for the great i_Hhgnity ofiere,t 
by the French king. in arming, and declaring th.e pretended prlOce of \Vak'i 
l..ing of England, Scotland and Ireland. The ~{higs having now the power. 
:'l.bunrlantly teftilied their inclination to confirm the act of fcttl('ment by even' 
meane. heft calculated to favour thel!xdufion ofthc dethroned fl\mily. Accord-. 
Illg1y, a btll for attainting the pretended prin6~ of Wale~, p:lOed in both 
houfc'i with little oppofition . .At. bill alfo for the fe(:urity of (he king's perfon, ('Jr 
the fucccffion of the crown in the Proteftant line, and f0r eXlinguifiling dw 
hopes of the pretended prince ofWale5, was carried with eq\\al fuccefs. A daufe 
in this biH, well known-under the title of the a(:t of abj uration, enjoined aH 
f~bjetls to _fw~r allegia.n~ to the king, by the title of la'wfi" and rigltrfi" 
klog. and lllS hell's .. accordmg to the;: act of f~ttl.ement: this oath was to be 

• From Chutes Townlbenrt, Efq. t Dco~rnbtr lo.-OrfGrd P.prra. 
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'P~riod l. tn.ken by :u1 ~perfof}S in any office, truft, or employment, and to be tendered 
,,6,610IiI4· by two juftlCC\ of the peace. to any perfon WhOOl tbey fhould furrect of 
'''--~.--",,' tiifilifc:B:ion, Even this claufe met with no oppofition, and the great ftrug~ 

g:le was confined to the queftion, whether this oath fhould be computfery 
or flee. The enemies of tne Proteft:lht fucceffion could not venture to 
oppo(c the oath of ab~tion, but they exerted their whole ftrcngth to ren­
der It null, by contending, that it ought not to be illlpofed by force, bUl 
left te the option of every perf on to t:l.ke or to del-hne ir. The contdl: on 
this occafion was fa grea.t, and the two parties fo equal, that this important 
claufe ",as only carried. in a full hanCe by one "voice. 

This great via:ory being thus obt:uncd, it was thought proper to exknu 
the oath to aU eccldlaftical perfons. and members of the uni\'crtitles. Sir 
Charles Hedges accordingly mon:d lor an :Ldultion to the dauic, which 
iliould comprehend all clergymen, fellows of colleges, and fcllOol-m.l!ler;. 
tvalpoJeo h:wlnr;:, during his rdidenrr ~t Cambridge, obfcrn.d many inlbnees 
where millers and fellows of colleges had newr ttl.ken the oath of allcgl:tllce, 
fceanded the motion for this amendment, and it was C.llflCd without a 
dj, ilion; (0 effcEt uaJ w:\s the triumph of the Vvlug~. 0\ cr t.h e fneml .. 
of the l1cthroncd family. Horace \Valpole alludes to 1m condutl: all 

Lhis memorable occafion, in a letter from Cambridge !II, in which he de­
fcribes the confternation of the nonjurur'i, on being compelled to take the 

-oath of abjuration, and the indignatic,n which they expre([ed againfi hIS 
brother, for his 7.e:11 in promotmg the lfJro tefiant fucceffion. 

"Vhen the bill was moved tn the haufe of loru<;, the Tories prepared. 
and warmly fupportcd an additional amendment. excufing the peerage from 
the obligation of the oath. Nottingham particularly difi:ingulfhetl him­
f~lf in its favour, and [poke with fo much agitation, that the tcars fd} 
from his eyes -t. But the fLllgular a"bCurdity and .inJuftice of exempting 
the upper houCe from the fame ftrietnefs of engagements to which the lower 
houft: had conrented. met with the fa.te which it defcrved: The motion 
was negatived. Although the Tories c~~ld not. car~ thei r queftion, they 
fuccecdcd in adding two amendments,. With a Vle,W fid! fa.rther to protmct 
the bufinefs. The opponents of the Proteftant fucceffioD in the lower haufe, 
coincided with their intentions, for tbe bIll fent down to the commons, with 
thefe ~ndments. was not returned tl) the lords till the 3d of March. It 
was there detained feveral days, and ''''"as not fent back to tbe commons 

• Feb, ~8, l'O{-.1 , See Corrri'pondtnce. 
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rill the 7th, on a Saturday·, in the hope of deferring it ti)! the Mon­
da)'; aou as the-king then lay UpOII his u!..'ath beef, alnton at the laft extre­
mity, fuch a deby would have been fatal. But the precautions of \Villiaro. 
and the vigilance of the ,.yhigs ucfe:ltcd their well-laid {cheme: The com­
mons adjourned till fix in the afternoon; in thi, interval, the king, who was 
(,) weak that he could Ilot hold a PClI ill hi s hanJ, fiamp'--d his name to the 
commiffion fu r paffing l ~le :ll'ts: When the. commo~ met, a meira~e_was 
broug,ht from the lords, ullvortmg that the kmg had hgncd the com!l11ffion, 
and dctiring the hou fe to come up. The (p~ak.cr, accordingly, accompanied 
as ufual .with other m{'mber~. we lit out, and returned 'with the report, that 
the roy:\\ afient had been given to the bill, and to two other :.la.s. No 
c\'cnl CVI:I happened in a more critical moment j for William expired be­
tween eight :H1d nine on the following morning. Thus the Iaft exercife of 
his kingly power. was his affcnt to the oath of abjuration, emphatically ftyled, 
by the fritnds of tlle dethroned family, his mrJtd legacy. U Thus, obferves a 
contemporary +author,he confirmed to poR:erity,wilh his expiring breath, that 
liberty, civil and religious, for which during his life he had (0 often fought in 
the field; whidl he was indefati~bJy augment.ing and eftablilhillg in hi~ 
p.lrlianlent. which he was continul:ly bringing t'D perfection in his councils, 
and which, on his acceffion to the throne, he pro,mifed (as lie faithfully per­
formed) to fe-cure again.fl: all future attcrupts to [tJlbvert it." 

• Journal. of t.he Lords lind C"omnloni. t Toland . 
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A'I,:/lllJl of AI/}tI:.-lrnl/,1/~ I}l,i/..es n JvJO':OI/ I'I Oppr,jili(JIl IO Sn Edward S(v ­
wow ,"'7- DIJI III,~ lIij/::s "111//1/ /11 I hr J>ror''''dl!l~ r (11/ !/.: ",II 'dbm y Elr.tJWIf, 
-No/irrd bJ' 1:.(/I! GodoIJ,/rlli , // ', ./ til.' D II' e r{ Jvl, /J Ibm o. ~,h,-ArrfJ./lrd 
OM of t Ill: S~I),'II COd!lul III tIl': L Oll;' H/~(I, A.llIl'lnl- '~('.Il'tl"\ at lJ:o, (llId 

'!'Irtlfim·r to til,' N1LI\·.-_,,'~,''''Ifl!,,1 a'" u! I~, /1/,111 /, (./ \ /0/ Ill. 11all/': of 
G'ommOJ/f, IIpu I Ihe ProJ~'j u/JM oj ~JI/(I.'(. " '/ d ,- llll .\/" ("c'/" nnd PU/liJ ff1/11JI1 
011 !ha! OttaJioll. 

I N the firO: p,uli:l1nent of queen Anne, '''.dpolt· \Va ... rt"tul11(,(\ I;}I J _) [11\ Regi s, 
where hlS famll ~' h.ld long poli"i..fiiJ ,l jll'rmall{ ill intcrlfL [. 01 /111 :. boruuglt 

he was regularly tbo(~>n , until he wa.~ (I l ated e.ld of OrtOld, 
Although he bad fpok{'n fh!4Llt'llt l)' III the houk of (OmlllOn~, )'l't th e fira 

lime ill which he nppcars upon Il!COl d, on a pubhl • gudbon, III the paill:l­
menta!)' deb:ltt:s, WJ.~ on the 'l3d of D:!cember 1702, when SIT E.dward Sl:},­
mom having carried :l refolutioll to brin,2; in:l bill for the rcfuillption of all 
grants mad e in the reign of king \VJ1li.llll, am! applylllg them to the f!!r" i c(~ of 
the Puhhc; '\Tal poll.' moved, th:t.t ::lll thc gr:l.nts made In the reign 01 thc late 
king .lame ... , fhould alto be reCumcd; but his mot ion W:lS negati\'cd "f'. The 
propofition of Sir l:.clward Seymour, thrccted againft the \VllIg~. who h:t.d re­
ceived t he principal gr:l.n t ~ from king Wtlham. wa,> li..lpporteu by a T ory llll­

nift!"y, and calil)' pJ{fcd through a Tl.Iry P;l.Ih:lUlcnt; and the counter motlun 
by fa you ng a member, lelllledjlgJ.infl the gran ls made to til..: rorj e~ . :lnd 
In oppofitlon to one of theIr great leadcN, tuttlelcn lly p royed that \Yalpolc 
wo\:) nling into con(equence, and had dCCl~lcdly cnlifted himfelf under the 
banner of the 'Whig.. t· 

• Notita ParlialTl.-Lin~ of the Hd\J{~ nf 
Commons iu Cha.ndler's Proceedings of PlU'­
liament. 

t J ournah of the Houfe of Commor.s, 
Tindal, v. IS · p. 41 ... · 

t .As a proof of W a!pole'sa£hv;ty. and an in­
IhcatiDn'of the prinCiples and party "hlCh Jle 
{UP~' J have e:xtnlt:ed, from the Journah 
~J ' he Haufe of CoolmoIls, the f(yeral quef~ 

In 

tion&: in which be W.:l\ teller, befides thofe 1.1-
rearly mentioned, until he W:b appointed {ecre­
taly at war, 

11o:a. .-February 19th._Ag1'oinfi 2 daufe 
to be added to a uilt, for the furthCf" f«umy of 
hiS mljcfiy's perfon and govunment , that per­
fons who uke upon them offices, (ball not de_ 
part from the commumon of the cb~b of 
L ngtand,- Februaty ~6,h.-Arinfi delaying 
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In the celebrated caufe concerning the Aylefbury e\eCtion, Walpole di­
fiinguifhed himfdf ill an eminent Gegrel'. and attnined an high efumatiOl) 
with hi s party. Complaints of grea t part iality :lI1d injld1:irc in the elctlion 
of members of parliament, h:ld heen rnntill tJ:lll y urged: agJ.illfl the fheriff:. in 
the counties , and returning offi cCfs in the borol1g!I~, who often found PII!" 
text s for rejdling thofe elec.tors whu vOled agatna lhe m.:mber<; they 
I.·rpoufi.:d. ,Vhen thde d i:imtes wcr..: hrougiLt bl.{on: tlte common~, the 
houfe fddom cntt-red into tilt: me rits of the c3.ufc, but ui"uatJy decided in 
favour of the candidate who voted 'Wid. th~ m:\iority. It W:\5, no l'aly mat­
h ;r to apply a remedy for {ueh :t glaring abul\.:; bcc:l.ufc :l1J p:l.rlic~ . whell 
opprcficd, 1ll.10C heavy compiniut". :!.nli when ("cruin of a mJj '1=ity forgot the 
gricv:mcc againll which they Imtl before to ItlUU!Y cxd.limt'd, :lOll even ex­
cufl-xl thcmfdvcs 0:1 the IIcccfiily of r..;t.1Jjat i ~, Ii. ,\t length, aft er manyat­
tempt; (0 obtain Jurlice, Allt hy, l. ffCeman~ profecutl--'d William VVhik. 
conft::tblc of Aylcfbury. for having rcfur...:u t.,) aUUlit hi" vote. at the elca'ion 
of burgetTes. A verdict . with Jamage~. W.I.:; found in f:n'our of Alhby. bUl 

to read the rL1lort of a commilttr. to confidr r 
t. l rth~r ot Ihe rig.h ts, Jiberti". lind privitege~ 01 
II", houre of cOnlmoJls.-Manh ]d.-fll fa, 
vour 01 a motion for ~ n IIII:ruBion to a CUIII_ 
\.Imtre Oil the bill tUT gr.ullm)', 10 h i~ 111~Jdly 
dlvt'r. Illufiolic' ,-' 703'- j>lOUlry ~I h.-F()r 
:111 :lmCnUI\.elll 10 ;Ill audreh , 111 reply to the 
qun~II'~ metl<1gc.- 1 70~,-~nv~m1Jt r I -Ilh. 
-A'o!;:l.i nfl leave to Imu g in a bill tor pren.nt­
in~ on;t(joIiJI (ollfornlity.-J)ecc-mbcr I+lh. 
-Al:>.lIn{l the raid 1.)1II._DClLlllbcr 19111.­
Ag.lIl1H 3U mrtrut\i oll 10 a COl1lmitTee. th:lt 
lilly have POllct 10 recC\ve ;I d~l1rc (or the 
'lli llilic:lticlIJ 01 juflice~ of the pellLe, in a lull 
lor the beller rel Tl.lil illg hcr m;ljdJy'~ I:lnd 
lorce-, :mu the mJrill e~.-l los.-Jalluary 
16th,- rOT a IIIU1).ln, th.lt I blJ bI: committed 
I. r ;0\ r:lIintin~\ cOlllllliffionen to treat of :In 
101\1"" hel\.ten EugLluol :md SClll law,l, &~._ 
J IUU~ ly lith.-For a que-fUon. thl t tOWJ rdi 
rhe IUI'\l]) , d dUly he lalJ upon all gum[" im­
POftU: IIOIll the li"H I Il' lit'~. l'tr fi a • .I.nd Chill.! , 
>TIto f..IlI-JlIII.!. pmh,j,;lc,1 Itl be. l1rll~ in Ell!!:. 
1.11'·1 , ami lIOn. tl!tllrc t,\ b ... c.'( poflc.l to ltc­
iJClri, l'T ,'II1V ol lhe , ,1:1111';1;0115._ J .. rlU:lry ::: jIll. 
- A.r.llnlt J 1,111, \n pn'vl'lll \*fIOll~ .... qo are 
emitkd jlY dlliT ollire~ 10 reaivc allv he­
Ildit Uy puhhl .mnual ruts: from beillg inetn' 
hr~ at p:>rlidlllUlf, whilt t/lcr ilre ill fudJ of­
(lcel.-fehnlan· :uft,- Fur all :lmeIIJ ull~lIt 
in a bill lor .;:.ohiultU1g all tHide and como' 

meree with Fr:mce.-Match t4th .-Agaillrt Il 
daufe in all aft for pT("'('lIlill~ fhe lurther 
growlh of popery.-Decemuer 8Ih.- Aglliuft 
:t mOlion lur a commll1ee tu confider of the 
refolullon of th~ 1\Jlclb. (lLdaling thQle who 
flwu lrl lll fi lluate tlt t Lillltl h to be in tblJgl·r. 
enemies to the queen, th.e church, ;lIld the 
kiJlgtlom ._Dl·lcmbtr 19rh.-!·or the Jecomt 
readUlg of it bill, fOT bettcr feclltity of her rna. ­
Jdly'~ perfon and 1(0vCrnmtll l, :lm\ the fucct:[­
fion in the l' roteibnt I,ne.-I 706.- Febl 11 ary 
4Ih.-For an amendmcnt made by tlie lord, 
ill the [ame ltill.-February I]th.-Agaillrt a 
cI,wfe to prevent irregul~r lifi lngof men, to be 
added to the bill (or relfuitiug t ht: ~ rll1 y ahd 
marines, _ st07.-Fd.lrllilry lotit, ...... Yor an 
lImclHln*lu 10 a bil l f{lr fecurll1~ the church of 
EnJ:b.nti,~, by Ilw ellab\i!htd.-February aad. 
-Ag.l infi a motiol! for :Ill illfiruA:ioll tu the 
commillce em thc BIll of Un ion, In;!.t tht (,Ib­
jdh 01 Ihb kingdocli 01.,11 IJe fort ycr free ftOIn 
:lIIy oalh, left, Ot f1lbfcription. with;" thh 
kitle,dl)m, culltr.lr\' In or il1CI)1lfificll l .. It h ti lC 
trll": I'roa ei l.cl\l rd,&IOll <11 the I h,)JI;U 01 I!.rl'~ ­
l:tod. b 15 alt,·ady pro, ide IIQr the flll ,jdh of 
Scollaml, .... un re!pt.d totheir l'rdbyltti~1I go ­
vernmcllt.-J ' l ccu,hcr 12t!l.-Fof 1I1l am'lIu­
mCutto til!: .. Im,·c bi!I._1 ; oS .-}allulI rv a9Il!. 
Fur th~ iulJocrnm!,llt (,f a dcb:ltt: 011 t h~ hng­
lifh jorr.:e~ 11\ the ltf\'iceofSpain :1uol l'oJ!ug.d, 
in J 7Q;. 
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(('vcrred by til!! court of Qu~cn's Bench. The ('<lute being, carried by :lp~oll 
to the houfc of lord .. , t he order of the Quctn'~ Bench was fet afide , and t he 
vl'rdicl given:1.I the alIizcs confirmed. The Tories, who formet! rhe m jori t)' 
of t he COllll1l l'th confivcring t1H{C proceedmgs as an cl)croachmtllt on their 
privik'gc', and cn~'cming lhu lIouie t he judge of [lich q tu:flions n5 rdated to 
I he ( k. ~ I'lll of ir~ mcmbcl .... , the (o!tLitor-gcncul, Sir SJmon Harcourt. 
l1l'l ...... J, " ThJ.t the lulc right of examining J.ull determining all matter; fC ­

tll ing to the dct.l::ion of members to G:nrc in parlJ.llllcnt, eXLc pt in fuch carcs 
a~ :.ITe othcrwilc pro\- idc.! for hy an aa of p.lrh.un cnt, is in th e houf\! of com­
mons; and that neither thc qU:11i ficat ion of the eleCtors. or the nght of the 
pcrfons elcC\cd, i ~ cUcwhcre cognizable or determinable," The qudlion W.l<; 

debated wi th uncommon Yehementc and ability; 0 11 the fide of t he T ories, 
principJ.lly by H.ulc)'. S1. J ohn. H arcourt. and Sir Edward Seymour j on 
the fide of the ' t\'h igs, by Sir Jofeph J ekyll, Cowper, Killg. th e marquis of 
H afcingron, o.nd W ;dpolc. H e took a (horf, but (cnfiblc part in tlledcbatc; 
and after :lrgu;l1g with much jl1~gment :tg,\1nn tht" motiun, propofed to omit 
that part of it which concerned Iht" quali fic:uioll af Ihe electors. This 
:lmcndment, (econded by the marquis of H artington, \\'J.S negat i\'ed by a mJ.­
jori! y of on ly eighteen, and the origirul 'ltl(~tiion carried . 

Yet, although [he \Vhigs were def;:atcd , tlicir arguments prod uced a {hong 
effeCt on the public mind. A general difcontent pre\'ailed againft the reverity 
of the common~, for committing to N ewgatc Arhby. and four ot her inha­
bitants of Aylefbury, who h.ld liJ..c'h ire (ued the returning officers; for p re. 
vceting thei r having a Habeas Corpm., and for addreffing rhe queen not to 
permit a motion for a writ of error in tht" hou(c of lords, which would have 
releafed them from prilon, and for ded.\ring .111 ralicitor ~ and (.-OUll( ii, who 
lhould pro(ecute or plead jlJ any fuch cau!'t-, guilty of a high breach of pri \'i­
lege. The final dccifion of this important controverfy was fufJ )cnded by 
the perfever3nce of the lord~ , who declared. that :l writ of error was a. matl er 
of right, not of grace; by the fteady determination of the queen not to oh­
flruCt, in fayour of the houfe of commons; the coune of judicial proceedin~ 
in the courts oflaw j and by the manly oppofition oflord chief juftice Holt. 
There contrary pretenfions produced a violent quam:1 between the two 
houfes, which was terminat('d by the diffohstion of parliamcnt -, Although 
the queftion was never revived, yet from tbis time, the houfe of commons 
confidered itfclf as the fole judge of the- qualifications of deaors, and of aU 
other matters which related to the return of memberS. It was principally 

• See Jourl1llfs of the Lor& and CommoDs.-Raymond's Rtportsj p. 938.-Procudings in 
thtgtnt cafe of Afhbyand Whitt , and in the cafe ofUtt Ayletbu,y men,-Chlndltr.-Tin~al. 
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owing to theft! rcfolutions, thaJ the dccifion<; , in regaru to controverted elec­
tions, were feldom regulated by the mt rit !. of Ihe tale, but bcc;tme queH:ions 
of pcrfonaI or political cxperlicm:y ; nor was this abufe correCted, until the 
ntt, known by the name of Grenville'!. Bill , rcfcrreu to a committee. churen 
by hallot, and lIc1ing upon oath. the final dccifi on in all cOl1reficd eleCtions. 

At thi s period of h i.., life, \Valpolc bcg.ln to he held in high eftimation by 
the great Icaders of t he. \Vhig~, and was particularly noticed by the duke of 
DevonOlirc, the e.lrl of Sundc:r1and, lord Halifax, and lord Somers. Among 
the perlons of bi~ own age, with whom he en tered into habits of d ole inti­
macy, were J am{'c" afterwards e:trl Stanhope, Spencer Compton, aftcrw:lrds 
carl'of 'Vll lllin~ l oll . the m;\r4uis of Hartington, elden ff)\) of the duke of 
D evonfhirc, wholi: f.unily un iformly prun'rl thcmfclvcs his firm friende; 
aQd adherents, :lJlcl ... -i!COHllt T ownlhl'nd , who W.l" then juft beginning 10 

J.Clluirc political importance. But \VJ.1llOle owed his rife and ' contequcnce 
leE. to hi .., conneCtions, th:::.n to hi" uwn t:tlents :lnd {iluation. A member of 
puli.uncnt of :I. grc.1.t. \¥hig famil)', whore intercfi brought in three· repre­
It: l1tatives, alld wbo had ditl.inguiOled himfclf in the debates for found fenfl!, 
manly argument, and perlpicuous eloquence, could not long remain unno­
ticed. Nor Wa.!> Ius reputation foldy confined to the party whofe caufc he 
t() warml j efpoufed. The lord treafurl.':r Godolphin t. at a period when a 
\Vhig wa~ his a ... ·cr{ion. di tCcm cd his nling abihties, favoured him with his 
immediate protc8.ion, and ftrongly recommended him t o the patronage of 
the D uke of Marlborough. 

The fi rm auherenC'c of Walpole to his p:ut}', was) howeyer, a hind rance to 
his prefermt'nt, a~ long as Gouolphill continued to ad: foJeJy with the Tories; 
but uo (ooner hau rhe lcaders of thcWhigs regained their Joft popu larity, and 
appeared (ecurc of a majority in the e.nli.ting parliament, than the lord trca­
furer brought CevNal into office , and opened to Olhers a. pro(pc<.'t of prefer­
ment. The duke of Newca(lle was dc .. iared privy fl:al, in the room of the 
marquis of Nonnanby; and among the inferior places. of goverm"ilcnt, 
Walpole was. appointed ont' of the council t to prince George of Denm,uk. 
lord high admiral of England. This firf\. !ervicc was attended with m:lny 
dil:l.greeable circumfhnces : Great mifmanagement. both at home ahd al1i:a. 
was imputed to the n:l.Vy board. Admiral Churchill, brother to the duke of 
Marlborough, po!fl.lTed, at this period, the greatdl: influence' at the admiralty, 
and was aceuloo, with fome of the other mt:mbc~, of negligence and corruption , 

• Two for Ca nlc Riling, and ont for Lynn 
Regil. 

t f rom,' c hIt t"~ rI of Orford._F.lought , 

&tmu"ll)' .-\"OUlit of S Ir R.obc.rt W.aJpolc. 

: Wa!po!ePapers._ MS. account of Sir Ro­
bert Walpok, in King's Cullege, Cambridge. 
-Collms'5 Pccragt. 
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To him th!~ merch:lOts .1ttributed their l'lifcsj their ItluJ collll'hinls were neJld 
in both houtes, am! z:caloufly fUI'ported by the principal Whig,. \ValJ'lolc ell­
deavoured to cxcufe and mit ig.ltc the conclu Cl of the counci l, amI gavl; a proot 
of the fpiri! tlul marked the dccifion of his charaCler. Being n:proachrd by 
one of hi~ fri{"ntl~ for aCting againl1 his party, hc replied , " I ne\'er can be 10 
mean to lit at a bO:l.nl, when 1 cannot uttcr a word in its defence .... But 
although he conccin:d, that it Wd,S. unbecomi ng in him not to defend thoft· 
wi th whom he fat in council, anti :llthollgh he well knew that tbcir f.lUlt~ 
had been exaggera.ted, yet he fouod fufficie:nr ahurc,> to call fur immediate 
correction. He laboured therefore to prove to the bu..tld, liLe: ne~cffity 01 
alfuming a more decifivc condutl; ancl he fa far ingratiatcJ him.lClf with hi ~ 
feUow counfcHoTS t. that his advice was followed, and his plans were ufuall} 
adopted. 

The uni\Jn of fpirit and prudence, in fa young a /llan, flill Emher rCCOlll­
mc-nded him to the notice of Godolphin. who appears tt) h:lVe pJ.wed in 111m 
the moft implicit conndencc, and to have availed himfdf of his ad\·icc and 
affifbnce on many i III pOl l..tnt occalions. 

At the meeting of the ncw parliament, 'V:lipoJe fcconded the motion, 
made by lord Granby, to nominate Smit h ljlt'akcr, who w.:1~ favoun.-d by the 
'Vhig~, ag.linfi. Bromley, who wa5 propofcd by the Tories. The t:ontcll 
w.t.S carried on with great heat and animolity between the two panics ; but 
the majority in favour of Smith proved the triumph uf tile ''''higs. 

Walpole had already cxerted himfdf wit h confiderable tucccE, in cement ­
ing this union hetween Godolphin and the Whig;; but he now rame forward 
with niH greater effect, and fl:renuouflyex:horted hi .. patron to obtain the 
zealous co-operation of thai powerful and popular party . H e urg,ed, lhat the. 
Ica.ders of the ToriLs in Ihe houre of common.!>. were dlrecct'd :md influenced 
by his enemies olnd rivals; and cenfLlrt'd the li)irit of bitt('rnd~ and violence, 
oj umbrage and perfecution whi":!l had been lately prcdomin:tnt in all tilt-ir 
meafures; he reprC'fentcd , in the ftrongdl terms, that the Tories, although 
they had been eoured by the general cnergy of the nation to approve and fe­
ccnd the grand alliance, were yet !\vcrfc 10 the con ti nu.lOce of tht war with 
France; and lhat on the contrary, the Whi~ were not only fincrrc, hu t en­
thufi.lll:s in their ze-.l.l for the de-premOD of the houfl..' of B:llU·boll. 

- His reprcfentatiorts were lifieneu to with attention. ami gr.H.lually had 
their effeCt.; Godolrhin availed himfelf of his intimac}' with Devonrhire, 
Halifax~ Somers, and Townfhcnd, to arrange the coalit ion, which aftcrw:ml~ 

• from the Jate lord Walpole, to the late earl of Hardwkk. 

t Etou&n's Account (If ~ir Robert ~\'31pole. 
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took place. If the union of the Treafurt:t with thi'l party was not fo complete 
and uni~orm as {orne of the zealous \"bigs expected, the failure proceeded 
tram his apPJ'f'henfions of the queen's difplcafure, his indin:uion to the prin. 
ciples of the Tories. and his affeCtion fvr the dethroned famil}', which was 
never entirely obliterated. 

In conft'qucnce of there repugnant principles , the atlminiftraeion was a 
motley mixture of T ories and Whigs, papctually at variance, amI fccretly 
caballing to fupplanteach other. At lien. the Tories feemed preduminant ip 
the cabinet; but the afcendancy of the 'Vhigs roan appeared, from the no· 
mination of Cowper to be lort! keeper of the great feal, in [he room of fir 
Nathaniel \i\'righ t ~ yet Harley 'ftill continued (ccretary of frate, anti through 
the means of Mr;. Mafham, was gradually undermining the influence or 
Godotphin and Marlborough. D uring thefe cJ.bais, the IC.lders of the 
Whigs, perceiving that the queen fa .... oured the Tories, forced Chart~s earl of 
Sunderland inlo the office of recretary of !late, in the phl.ce of fir Charles 
Ht..'tlges, ill direct ClPpoktion to the avowed wiib. of the que!.:n, and in con­
tradiction· to tile leeret inclinations both of Godolpbin and Marlborough. 
The appointment of Sunderland was a decided viCtory, and from that mo­
men t the whole adminifirarion adopted the principles, and followed the mea­
fures of the \Vhigs. Aftcr fome una, ailing fhuggles, Harley was difmilTcd 
from the office of fccretary of {btc~ and fucceeded by H enry Boyle, after­
wards lord Carleton, who pr0vcd his friendfhip for 'Valpole, by appointing 
his hrothcr, Horace. hi~ private fccrctary; and the fubfequent nomination 
of lmd Somers to the prefitlentfhip of the council, completed the triumph of 
tbe party. 

Walpole himfelf was not overlooked in dIe change. He was feleCted by 
Marlborough as the moll proper perf on to fucceed his favourite, St. J ohn. 
in the delicate office of fecrcrary at waf t; an office which required a penon 
of no lefs prudence than ability. During the abfc;tee of M3.r1bor<Ju~h. the 
lecretary at war tranfaCted the bufinefs of the department perfonally with the 
queen, he was to j:orrefpond officially and confidentially with ~hc commander 
in chief; and had the difficult tafk to conciliate the capric ious temper of the 
duchefs of M arlborough, who interfered in all bufincG., governed her hufuand 
with the mof\: abfolute [way, and who now treated tIle queen with thofe 
marks of difrefpcct. which finally oecafiooed her own dilgraee, and the fall 
of the Whig adminiftra.tion . 

• Condu8 of the Ducheu of Mallborough. 
t Tbe office of (.oc rel.vy at \I"lIr w::uo cleftmed 

to Cardonnel. confidential fect<tary to the: 

duke of Marlborough; but ll' he was abroad 
with (he duke, W.llVOIc: retained Ihllt place 
until 'hlS return. 
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On the dcccafc of Si r Thoma~ J .it tIeton, \i\Talpolc \\':l) ;'\jlpoinlcd trcarurer 
of the Jt<w)'. which ollie!! he hdd for a OlOn time, with tllJ.t 01 leClctary at 
war. 

III adeilt I 1r1 to hi~ parl!;\ment:uy ahilities, \Valpole cndeJ.red himfelf to 
God nl l'h in by :lEt;\l I)' anti punCtuali ty in bufincis. order al~ preciGon in 
aCCO\ll1l~J gre3.t knowloogc of finance, and the mofl ert'gaging manners. 
TI \I' rrl3.lurer :1.dmitted him inlo 1m moft fecn·t council .. , C"ntruftcd him with 
the delic:u c oHilc of compofing.tht" trJCCchcs from the I hronc,. and from the 
time of Harley's rdignation. committeu to him the m3.JlJgemcm of th~ houtt­
of common<:". Nothing 'f~l place-the prudent and conc ll!.ltmg cham{ter of 
the young fcnat(}( in a {honger light. than that Godoll,Jbin and Marl bo­
rough~ \\ 110 nC\'cr cordiall y coaleCced wit h thc \Vhig<i, filould takc into their 
confidcm e. one who had proved himfelf. :md Ihll conlt nucd to provc hi m· 
fdf, fo ardently attached 10 thnt p n.rty; :'it the [",mc time he ww. Jo f:u from 
forfeiting the f ... n,lur .,r tIlt' \Vhig~. tkll he w.r:; (Oqually bclol\!d J. lld [fufted 
by their leaders. 

In 1710, Walpole WJ.S appointeu onc of the managers fi" tlie impcJ.Lh­
mel1t of SUC hC\'Clci, and pritu.ipdlly LOndutlcJ that bufintl; ill thc houCI! 
of commom. To bring Sachcvcrcl IU n t riJ.i, and to lhflll1£,Ul lh hun wu h 
an impeachment, m:lniiged in the mof\: luiemn manner, for a ml1i.:mb:c pl!!­
formancc, which, without fuch notice, would hJ.vt: [peec'lil y funk intuobl iviofl, 
was a.n inexcufable degradation of the lhgnity of the houre of cummom, 
and affords a ftriking infbnce of the height of folly and inf:l.tuJlion to willclt 
the fpirit of p3.rty will carry even the w&fl men. h i ~ well known that this 
meaJ'urc was fuggdl.ed by Godolphin , who wa~ fC\'crely fatmfcd in the fer­
mon under the name of Volponc, and that it was w:umly oppohl by 
Somers and the Whig lords. Walpole, in confo rmity to their opmion, cn­
(Ie,woured to prc\·a.il on Godolphiu to ddlil from the protccution j but a ll 
arguments were incffe8:u~. The miui£ter, in this inftance, bid afide his 
u lua.} circum{pe\,.'lion, bond, irritated by a panion unworthy of the occafion, 
infified with fo much vehemence) that he finally extorted the content of hb 
colleagues in office. 

Walpole, aCting in conformity to their refolu! ions, conduded himfeif all 
the occafion with no lcfs prudenc!: than {pirit. It feU to his lha re to fuppore 
the fid\: anicle of the: charge; that Sacbe\'erel had Lugg,dted.and maintained, 
U That the nece1fary means ufed to bring about the happy revolution~ were: 
U odiOUS and unjufiifillble; that his late maje{\.y. ill hi~ declaration. difdaim­
U cd the lean imputation of refiftance. and "that to impute refiftance to the 

.. E!onc:h's Accouut of Sir Robert W i lpoJe. 
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~ rllid. revolution, was to caft black and odious colours upon his bte majcfiy 
" and the (aid revolution,"· i 

On this delicate [ubjeCt, which it is fa difficu lt to define and n:finin , 
within the proper bounds, while the doctrine of rcfiftancC" i., allowed, 1Il 

cafcs of extreme nccemry, he fpoke with equal prcci lion, modC'ration, ann 
cllcrgy, :lnd drc:w the happy medium hetween the e:'l:lremes of licentiou(~ 

DeG and rational liberty ; between a juft oppofition to arbitrary mcafurc~. :\I1d 
a due fubmiffion to a frce and wdl-rcgulattd government~. " 'hill' he rc~ 
probated. in the: firong1.:fl.: t crm~. the dm.'l:rincs of d ivine indcfcafiblc right. 
:l.ml pafiin.! obcdic.nce, he by no means encouraged, even in the fl ightdL 
tlcgn.:..:. any Ylgue notions of refifl:ancl: in undetermined f.::1 fcs . or upon trivi al 
1110 1 i \'1.:5 ; but cftabJiOled hereditary right as the cfi~ncc of the Britilh /..!)II­

flllutiol1, neve r to be tranfgrdli:d, except in fuch in{Lmccs a~ jufi:i£ini lhe 
ICH>lutivn. 

The refu!t of this ill-judged trial was (ar different from the event which 
t.iooo!phin and his friends weakly expeCted. The triumph of the T'tlries wa~ 
('videot from the lenity of the (entencc. which only ordered, that the fcrmoJl 
fhol1hl be burnt by the common hanman, and fufpended Sache\'erci from 
pfCaching duringthrce ycars, The unpopularity oqhc mininers wa:; highly 
increaf, .. d; the inclination of the queen, in f:J.vour of their opponents. W,J." 

oflcntatioully manifdled; the popubcc was inflamed; and the confcqucncc 
of this aC1 of imprudence and prccipitation;was tl1c downfall of 1110{,= who 
hoped to find, in the condemnation of SachevereJ, the re\'ival of their popub.­
ri t)'. :md the ell.\blilbment of their power. 

It may not perhaps, in this place. be improper (0 obf~rvc, that the f.1.tai 
:l.Ild mifchievous confcquences which refulted from the trial of Sacheverc1, 
had a pennanent effect. on the future conduCt of Walpole, when he was af­
terwards placed at the head of adminillration. It infufed into him an a\'er­
fion and horror at any interpofition in the aff.'\irs of the church. and Jed hinl 
to affume, occafionall)" a line of conduCt which appe:tred to militate againft 
thofe: principles of gcnt:ral tolcoo.(ion, to which he wa5 natufJ.lly inclined. 

Soon after the removal of the Whig adminiftration, \Valpole publithcd a 
pamphlet on this t remarkable trial. entitled, Four Letters ,to a Friend in 
North Britain. upon the pubJithing the Trial of Dr. Sachcverel. The firft 
letter flates the particulars which preceded the trial; the fccond, thofe which 

• This rpcech. written in his own MOO. is 
fiil! extant among tbt Orford Paper.;, The 
printcd fpre\:h. ill the :U;COlilit of Slclleverel's 
trial. is tak\!ll h om it verbatim. ButJr.e hu 
quoted a (ef1l1b!e palfagt: of it io his Appeal 
from the new to Ihe old Whlgs..p. 6S . 

\'9 •. I. 

t 'fhi~ ramphlt1: "tlifrnneoufty IIIlributed to 
Arthur Mllulwaring. by Tindal, a.nd {he Bia­
gnpflill Brittanica, See Royal and 'Noble Au­
thon i Aniclc, Eul of Orford. 
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:lccompanicd it; the third, thofe whid,1 followed it; and the fourth dirplays 
lhe con(equcnces. The purport of this publication. was to prove in clw and 
familiar langu:lge. and by n plain, but ihong dedutlion of rcaroning, tha.t 
the: abettors of S.1chcycrcl were the abettors of the Pretender; and that thore 
who agreed with him to condemn fuch rcfiflancc as dethroned the [llother .. 
could h:nt.: no or her meaning than the rcftitution of the fan. 

CHAPTER THE FIFTH: 

17 I O. 

InlTiguts lind Cabals whhh o(((Ijio1ltd the RemrJ'lltf/rflhe IVli ig Admillij!ntth,1t.­
Wo/polr: hoJJs a crmjidenlic/ Corrr/polldtllce '(nIh 'he Duke of A1nrlborllugh. 
L ord'Towlif/ttnd. 4Hd Horne;> IYolpoll'. -flt'l",ls the Q{fr:yS flild difpifts tlu 
Threats of Harley.-Rifufos /Q Joke Q Part ill the 11 t'i.() Adminijlr(JliM. 

WALPOLE now began to CDjOY. in the po{feffio~ of an JIOflouT:lble 
and lucrative office, the reward of his able am] uniform conduct, 

a.nd had the pride of feeing hi5 country fuccefsful beyond the. example of 
former ages. {ince the dap of Elizabeth, under a great and wife: adOlinifua­
tion, in which he bore an at..'l:ive part. Marlborough. Godolphin, Somers. 
Sunderland, Wharton. Cowper, Halifax, and TownChend. occupit.'fI the fidl: 
pofts of government, were united in the f.'\me ranee', acted with the fame 
'Yitws, and promoted the honour and advantage of England by the mort 
vigorous and fpirited meafuces. but he ,did not long feci this fatisfatlion, 
for at the very moment when tile country was reaping the fruits of their 
wifdom. foreGght. and energy, the miniftry was removed. Had not this 
c.hange taken place, the king of France muft hive accepted the terms of 

' pea<e o!fen:d by Eogland. and unequivocally compelled his gl'andfon, 
Philip, to renounce the crown eX Spain. St. Simon - calls the intrigues 
which introduce.:tory <ldcainifuati<lOl tbot raved France, It, .wdd" de 
lAdm. The king of Pnstlia t. aIfo fpealUng of Marlborough. r.,ys. 

" Whatl 
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" What! floechfted.r, Ramilies, Oudcrnardc, Malplaquet, were not able 
to defend the name of that great man; and even victory itfclf could not 
fhicld him againfi envy alld detraction? What part," he adds, H would Eng­
land hat't: :lcted without that true hero ~ he [upported and raired Ilef, and 
would have exalted h~T to the pinuacle of greatnelS. but for thore wretched 
female intrigues, of wh ich Fr:mce took advantage to occafion his diCgrace. 
Louis the Fourteenth W:1,) loll. if Marlborough had retained his power two 
years more." In fact, the rcmonl of the " 'big minifi.ry retarded, inf1:cad 
of accelerating the peace, brc:1.ufc it cncQur:tged Louis the Fourteenth tef' 
brelk the ("OJ l g.~.: : ... of Ucrtrup..lcnbcrg, threw the queen entirely into his 
power, and the prcdiCt:ion pf Marlborough. in :l. letter· to \Valpole. was 
eventu:111y verified. II If 'the fchemcrs are fcnu of a peace; they arc nut 
very dcxtcrQu:" for moll: certainly what is doing in England, ..... ill be a great 
encouragement to Fr:mce for continuing the war." 

There never was any event in the :mnlls of this country attended with 
more difgrnceful confcquences to England, or followed by more fatal effett'l 
to Europe in general, rhan the difmiffion of thore great men , who formed 
thar glol ious and fuccclsful adminiftration in the rdgn of queen Anne, 
called, by w.ty of diftinCl:ion, the Whig adminiaration. 

Our regret at their fall. is ftiH further heighlened from the confideration. 
tbat it w.u occafioncd by -the overbearing temper of a miftrcfs of the 
robes t , and principallyefleCted by the petty intrigues of a bed-chamber­
woman t. aga.inft her beneflLB:refs. The furprlling influence which the 
duthefs of Marlborough had acquired over the weak. and irrcfolute mind 
of the good qu~n Anne, is well deferihed. in th!1t extraordinary apology of 
h!:r eonduB:, which the duebefs gave to the public. \Ve there find a 
princefs of the moft placid temper. fa'ccinated by the: captivating manners of 
.an artful. but agreeable woman. a queen, im8ued with high notions of regal 
digni ty, and a 0100:. eud: obler:ver of forms, throwing off all etiquette, and 
correfpond ing with her favourite: under the fiCtitiQUS IWlles of Morley and 
Freema.n. We find the dut.:hefs, After having engaged the afftB:ions of her 
miftrc:fsby the mon affiduous attention, rc1ap6ngimo grofs ntgleCt, and w.c:on~ 
fequMCe g;adually fioking in favbtn'. We find her at the fame time either not 
~rceiving. or fl:rivingtoeonceal from otbers. and even from htrfelf. the decline 
of her _feendancy. and inc ..... ng the difguft of the qu ..... br ber rude and 
int<mperate beha';our. Unfortunately, the dllchcf. of Marlborough had (0 

• $rot- Cnrrefpondmc:e. 111M s3d, 1710. 

t Puchrfli 04 :M.l.bDfOtI~: Abigail lb1J, ~.£J:I. and aftmrJtds lady l\"lalbmJ. 
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much credit and power with the 'duke. her hufband, and Godolphin, that to 
remove her' it became nl'ceifary to remove the minillry, over whom fhe por~ 
fdfcd fa ftrong all influence. The artful and cautious manner by WD.ic~ 
Mrs, Maf11am CUIJplanted the duchefs of Marlborough, is alfo related in this 
apology, which may be called a m:mual of court intrigues. and her cabals 
with Hark}" arc detliled in the writings of Swift, who (lerived his informa~ 
(ion on that fubjeQ. hom the moll unqucflion:lble authorities. 

The Whigs were beginning to lofe their popularity, when the trial of 
Sacheverel raifed a ferment in the nation, ::lOd excited a g;t!neral outcry 
againft them. The miniftry, and particularly the Juke of Marlborough. 
were accufed of protraCl:ing the w:l.rfor their own intercfu; and this calumny 
was urged fo boldly and repeatedly, th:l.t it was finally bdieved; the term5 
alfo, which the Britifll plcnipotenti3ries attempted to exa.Ct from Louis the 
Fourteenth, though llrictly confonant to lrue policy, and founded on the 
principles laid down at the <!:ommencement of the war, were declared illiberal. 
and only advanced to prevent that haughty monarch from acceding to them. 

From an impartial review of the numerous papers, to which 1 have hm 
3ccefs, and froUl a diligent comparifon of the political writings of thofe 
times, r feel the firongell conviCtion, that tbe mininry were fincere in 
propofing the terms of peace at the congrcCs of Gertruydenberg; that they 
were even anxious to lower tbe-dcmands of the Dutch, and make tbem as 
moderate as were confillent with the fe(:urity of Europe,and that they were ran~ 
guine in their expeCtations that Louis the Fourteenth, circumftanced as he 
then was, would accede to them. It alfo appears, from tbe Diary of Lord Cow~ 
per"that he was the only one of the minifters who harboured a doubt on the 
fubjeCi, and that by expreffing that doubt he incurred the indignation of 
Godolpbin ".. . During the trial of SachevereJ. when their unpopularity in-

• 23· Janry. '709, Sunday, lord m.afum­
at his hOllfr, retd duke Marlboroulh'. krier, 
dated abn' I S day. before, from Hague; that 
Buys and 3 of the Burg" of Amncrdam, 
and the: PcnGontl' had tee' fomtrime lince, by 

ovcnutn of peltC from FrtDee, viJ. l 

to quit Spain and tht W~nlndic .. and to give 
• barrier 10 f'b.tes in flander .. that 'twu a 
cnat: feaet. known onl, at abaft; that the 
l'ca60ntt !aid he lhouMt-bc ruioecl if knOWD 
he Mel kept it fMaI the fbte5 (0 long. L«d 
traIum WeI. he OIew'd it me by qUfll:n', or­
der; I advii'd, and it wu agreed only to PUt 
the propo&.l~ ~ pudc'llaily, an4' at I.rge, 
1;1 Coon a ~bJt, {c .. enl intermediate debatet 
in gbillct.lhcw.'d by 10rd trcafUlU. 

creafed, 

Aprilrz, the following letltr fromdukt Marl. 
boropgh, HaJUe, Apra '9. 1709. The depu. 
Iys (,[ $C1.tce: Gtnl WICU .... ith mr ydlerda!, 
abol :l hOlln., the which time was fptnt upon 
the f\lbjea of their barritr. After 1 ~d givrn 
Ihtm all the a(fuf.ln<:es I thougbt nccdI3ry of 
tbe intentions and inclinations of the iuten· 
Ind Eo,litb nation, of cocculTing ,,,itb tbeft. 
ill what might be reafonahJc far their tar.rieri 
1 did tndc.,.our to cu~ them of UI)' jea1ouf)!" 
fMy might mftof my' being particul..ny con: 
ccnled. 1 hope it has had " aood c~ with 
'em. howcyer. I have done Ilfr can, aod IhaU 
do fo to keep them iD good QlDOIIf, if. ~bk. 
The inclofed is what they dctire for t/Jeir bar. 
rier. It iac1o!a what lI1i&ht be thoul.~t a great 

kingdom. 
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creafed, Harley wu admitted, by the intrcdud:ion of Mrs. MaOlam, to (everal 
private interviews with the queen, in which he endeavoured to perfuade her 
to difmifs the minifiry, but as fhe was of a timid. procraftinating difpofition, 
he had great difficulty in fucceeding. Not being a.ble to prevaa upon her 
to take a bold fiep.llc artfully led her, by illfcnfible degrees, to the llccom4 

plifhment of his fcheme. With this view, he perfundc1 her to eanfult the 
duke" of Shrew (bury. whom he bad prcvioully gained, and in whom lhe 
placed great confidence, on thefe points;" ,"Vould the public credit Cuffer by 
the change of adminiftration? Could that meafure be carried into effea 
without a clifioiUfJon of parliament? or would that diflolution be attended. 
with danger ? Could a peace be negotiated with fafety to the quet!n, amI. 
with honour to the :lllie.>?" 

The duke of Shrewfbury having given his opinion in the affirmative, and 
fupponcd the quecn in her rcfolution, Harley perlu.lded her to appoint carl 
Rivers lieutenant of tilt! Tower, in oppofition to the recommendation of 
Marlborough 1~, and to befto ..... a regiment. vacant by the death of the ea.rJ of 
Effex, on Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Mal11am. As the promotion of thi!O 
officer was highly dilagrecable to the duchcfs of. Marlborough, and muft 
tend to lelf,," the dukt:'s weight and authority in the army, he remon{l:rat~d 
in perfon, and urg·cd his objctlions in fuch a manly and fpirited manner, as 
djfplea.fed the quecn, and induced her to an!wcT, that he would do well to 
:ldvife with his friends. Godolphin having no Jets ineffectually rcprc!entcd 
to her, that the duke' s long and faithful fervices, deftrved a. more favourable 
t reatment, Marlborough retired in d ilguft to Wind{or, ;md wrote a high 

• 
kingdom. ., hope 10 perfuade tbem from fome 
of it; 10 that I Lt'g "ery few may fcc il: but 
when I have done all that may he in my 
poll e:r, [ fhallthcn fend it !O the: Ie-cr'. fu that 
II may' come n::~ularly to hl'r majdl ., and the 
cab. coulle. Moo!' RnuiJJies rneffi ogrr rc~ 
tumed Jan night, but I am told he dc:filTs two 
days to dec),pher his diq.atehu. Co tloat ·r.1ef· 
day will be the fooodt I 1h~1I be abte tn give 
you an aCCOunt ohhi, matter. Thit. II fo cfi~ 
tical a time, tbat J dare not be ora.oy (,pinion: 
but I tremble when (lhUlk Ihlt a vcry liu le 
impltimce may ruin II fllre game Barrier, 
Dtlldm4, Chllt-IW lie Gbcnt, l.>a.rm. Ofu:nd, 
~wpon, Furnes. Knocq, Ipre<, Mcoin, Litle, 
TcumaYI Cond~, Mons, Vatenci,,"o", Mau· 
beuge, Cbarleroy, Nultlr, LUltmtbnrgh. &in, 
Haut.Geldtt en propre, penniffian 10 fortify 
1IWl, 5"le Ikmer,w bead of flanders, with 

the fons on the Sche'd, Hurt Leige~ Ind 
Don . 

. \'ote, during the remaining tranfa!Hon of 
the inrended pe:ll:(" whil:h WIS laid in all itlll 
fic~ before whole cabrnet, lord treafum. lord 
wcfidenl Somers, and 3J! other lord&., did ever 
f~m confident of a ptiCt:. My own diftnllt 
Willi fa remarbble. tliJ.t I ~'U ouce pftdly 
chid by thC' lotll tteafurer, neYer fo l\1uehin any 
other eak, for faying fuch ·ordera would be 
propt'r II the Freneb Ki.llg. 6gDCd the-prdimj~ 
nary tlcaly. He rdeLltcrl Ill)' rmking a quefiion 
o( it, and bid the~ ( ollkl be no doubt, ~c. For 
my p:u't, nolning but feeing .fo great men be­
lieye it. could ever indine me to tbiolr. FralKc 
rcduetd {o 1(1" a~ 10 accept fnch cOllditions.­
Lord Cow~r" Diary. IWdllJickc .Papen:. 

• Life of the Duke of Sbrewfbury. 
t Swift'. Memoirs relaaing _10 the C~ 

"' the <l1!.«D'1 Miw.Ary, y. XV. p. ap. . 
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fpirit.ed, but indiCcteet letter; which, after fbting his reund's to obey hct 
comrnanids, exprcfft:d his regret tholl all bis fCI'Yices CQuh..J not protect him 
from the malice' of II. hedchamber woman, and req,QCtled inft.:tnt permillion 
to retire. Bewre the queen had received this ld t~rt file became apprehenfive 
left tbe re fignaoon of the duke at this critical junaure. lhould caute difcon· 
tents in the nation, Jand alarmed at the threa.ts of Sunderland, to propofc in 
the houft: of lord! t.he removal of M rs. Mafhsm, ortkrcd Godolpliin to 111-

form Marlborough, that he might difpofe of the regiment. In repl} tn III ; 
letter, fhe alfo expreffcd her concern at what hod pnlli..d. anft by th h con· 
defcenflOn engaged him to continue the command of the army in FIJm!..: r~ . 
But although the queen yielded in this inft.ann=, {he perf~\'ercd In her mten­
t ions, and foon aftcrwartls gave l.fllcqui\'ocai proofs of her refolul1oll, hy dij · 
miffing the marquis of Kent fmlll the poft of lord chambcr1:lIn, and con­
ferring that office on the duke of Shrew{bury, agamft the mdllll:tt lon~ of th(' 
miniftry. 

During thefe tr.mr.'\{t;on~ Walpole maintained an offici:tl and confidential 
correfpondence with the d ukc of Marlbor.()Ugh, while .Ibfent from England; 
with Lol'd T ownfhend, p lcmpotcntiary:1.t the congrcf~ of GertruydC!1bl'tg ; 
and with his brother Horace VValpoJe, private fccrcto:.ry to Lord T o\' nf­
bend. The whole of this intercfting correfpon~ence is not ext,tnt, bu t a 
fufficient part j<; niH prefcn·ed " to do honour to the perfons WIIO werc engaged 
in it, to throw a new light over the tranfadions of that pt"noo, and to 
illuftrate the conduCt of the minifters on that memorable occafion. It fhews 
that their fall was owing no lefs to their own difunion, than to the int rigues 
of M rs. Mafham and H arley. and the oppofition of the Tories. It plamly 
apPe:rs to have been the opioion of V/alpolc. th:1t more :lB:ive and dccifive 
meafures Ihould have been purfued before the removal of Sunderland . H e 
lamented the divifion of the minifiry. the jealoufy and cold ncfs of Godol­
phill, who would not make any attempt to fave Sunderland; he conjec­
tured that his difgrace would be followep by the difmiffion of Godolphin 
and Marlborough. which they did not forefeet or eKe their difinc1ination to 
Sunderland overcame the apprehenfions which they ought to have enter· 
tained for their own fafcty. 

Walpole wu at .hat lime in • C.bonlinat. filuarion. H. bad gre.t obli. 
gations i>oth '0 GodoJphin aod Marlborou&bo oad 'be was joined in opinion 
With the Whig leaders. 'He had therefure • "..., delicate part to .a; yet 
he WIOio.IO M ... lberough with pot Cpint aod fn:edom; and even _lured 
to adviCe him not '0 otrend the queen, by ",filling obftinately to promotellie 

• See Carrdpond<oce, Period I. 
hufbaod 
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..bWband and brotber of Mrs. Maibam ; although fucb advice was moil: likely Ch .. ,,-er;. 
to ofttnd, as in fad it did otf'end, the duchefs of Marlborough. It appears 1,10. 

alfo from thefe letters, that Marlborough and Godolphin me3.D.ly tampered' 4'" 
with the duke of Shrew{bury. and attempted. through his infiucnce over the 
queen, to prevent the dilfolution of the parliament i inO:ead of boldly and 
manfully coming forward , theyalted tlus underhand part, and fuffered by this 
dilatory and t>quivocal conduct Harley to divide and difunite the Whigs. 

Perhaps It 1,lay be conjeCtured, that if on the difmitIion of Sunderland, 
which was fure to be followed by other changes, notwithftanding the pofi liv.c 
aifuranccs of the qU< .. "Cn to the contrary.J Godolphin and all his ffienus had 
inClantly religned their places, and if the duke of Marlborough had given 
up his c.:ommanti of the army, fo unanimous and bold a mca(ure would han: 
dirpirited the queen, :ll .d alarmeu the Tones. Under thefe impreffioDs file 
could not l.ave vcnturetl tv make a {udden and total ch3nge; /he would 
probably have' been checked by the apprehenfion of alienating the whole 
party of the Whigs, who then furmed 11 l.uge majority in parliament, and of 
dilgufting the monied men, many of whom made the public credit perf anal 
to Godulphin, antI fcrupling to advance money upon the faith of the nn­
t ion, offerrcl it upon his lingle word·. She would have dreaded the re­
mon{lrances of the emperor and the Dutch. who juftly confidercd the great 
{ucccOes of the war as prim ipaBy owing to the military talents of Marlbo_ 
rough. 

Such was the opinion of Walpole; and Sir Richard Temple~ afterwards 
Lord Cobhamt expreifed his fcntiments in favour of a general refignation, in 
a (piriled Jette':l to his friend Walpole, wi th whom he then aCted, and by 
whom he had been firongly recommelldl:d to the duke of Marlbol'ough. 
But, both Walpole and his bwthcr Romee forefaw and lamented that the \ 
\~ higs, inftead of adopting this occifive and manty conduct, would be divided 
among tbernfelves, and that feveral would liften to the infidious overtures of 
Harley. In effect, that artful mil1ifter flattertd them with the hopes tbftt. 
the parliament fhould not be difiOlved, and repJtfen.tlog the.da.nger which 
would threaten the conilitutian Il.nd religion, Ihould theu whole body- defat 
the queen, be ufed the remarkable expreffions, " That a Whig game was 
" intended a.t tbe bottom," and that his ~at object would be to premot,e 
the .ProtcftaD.t fucceffion +. 

There reprefenl.tioDS anti promif" had • due eB'c<t. and helped 10 _t 
tbe phalanx. whicl>. llMi it . ..."....~ finn ad ....."..ct; muD. J.a.~ peen in-
'fiDcibJe. -

• l.Jk of the duke of ...... rary. 
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NLU1Y ot 'the \Vhig'\ ilefitated, and delayed the,r rdignation. N~\lI,'ca{Ue 
I"cIn.\incd in power until he was removed. The duke of SOl1lcrfet was pcr­
fUildcd by the queen to keep his place, but atfetl:ed to dedare that he would 
lIot attend th.: pri\'}' council i and even Halifax, the {l~rn champion of the 
party. i~ ['utl to bav!'! ,mlikd himfelf of his long acqua.mtancc with Harler. 
:lntl fa ha\c (u cffccruaUy Il c.-ned with him in pm art', Ih:H none of itjs own 
,l'i.l{lons were Li1tl)iaccd·, !\1arlborough rclained the command of the arm}' 
only to be dilinificd with ignominy T. when hi~ ft:1Vi(.c!> WI:rt! no longer though t 
necefI":J.1)'. D evonfhirc, Henry Boyle, Wharton, Somers, am] Cowper, wCle 

among lhe few leaders who rdigncd with rplrit and d,g,nity. 
Lord en,mcdlur Cowper, in pMtll .. ukll. bcha'"xl \\ll"h unexampled finn .. 

ne(~ ami h~lOour. He fe!ected with fLam all the.: ovclturc'i which Harl e), 
made. in th e nl0fl humhle ,"lOti lupplK:l.ting m.mnCf. Jo induce hun 10 con· 
tinue in afiRe. \\' Ill'n he wailcd on the qUlI .. n \0 fcfign, Ole fuongl}' op­
pofed his rcfolution. and returned the iC.lb th ree tlfll(' ~ . after he h,\d hud 
them duwn. At JaIL, \-\ hen Hie cou ld nOI p]u'atl, Ih .: commanded hUll to 
take them; nddmg. I heg it as :l £.1\,OUI' of )'0U , ]f I may uti! that exprdJion. 
Cowper could nN rdufc to obey her comn'and!>; but after a (hart paufc, 
tJ.king up th e fi.'.lls, he C1iJ that III:: wuuld not c:lrry~tbcm out of tlie Pllbcc. 
except on the prOllltk', that the furrender of lhem would bc accepted on the 
morrow. "The arguments on my fide," to ule lhe words of L ord Cowper 
rumfdf, " and profcffions, and t.he repeated importunities of her majdly, 
" drew thi!'! audience into the length of three quarters of un hour V' On 
the following day. his rcfignation was accepted, and foon afterwards the feals 
were given to Sir Simon Harcourt. 

Walpole aB:.ed on this occafion an honourable and difinterefled part. 
In the wreck oC this great adminifiration, Harl e}', ue(rrous of retaLnlng in 
power kveral of the Whigs. with a vicw to countc]balance the cledit of 
St. John and Harcourt, who already bcg:m to give him umbrage. endcavour­

.ed to gain \\'alpo,\c. He made very, fiattermg advances; told him that he 
was worth half his party §, and prdfc;d him to continue in adminiftration i 
but all his efforts proved ineffectual. I , 

Harley finding at laft, that promifes and fia~tery were employed without 
»,ail, had recourfe to threats. Hawes, one of his confidential emiffarics, who 
was afterwards receiver of the cuftoms, informed Walpole, that the treafurer 

,bad in his pofi'effion a note for the contraCt of forage, indorfed by him; this 

..... . ~ Bolingbroke to DrWnmond. See 
Correrpondcnce, Period I, 11U. 

t Cowptt's Diary. ' . 
. i utter to Mr. PUlkll£)', in an(wcr to hii 
R"""u, P. 47. 

infinualioD 



SIR ROBERT , WALPOLE •. 

,.infinua~on was made in ruth a manner, ilS to imply, that if \Valpole~wouk} 'Ckll.pttf S, 
come over to the Dew lniniftry, this note fhould not ~e produced againfl him. 17,10. 
But he, no lefs difd&inful of menaces than before he wu reg-.udlds of pro- '- ............ 
mifes, rejected all overtures. In a letter" written on the 19th at September, 
he obferves to his friend general Stanhope i co ] believe, in aU probability. t hiS 
U will be the la.ft letter ( ihall write from thi~ office. \Ve afe in fuch a way 
" here, M I cannot defcribe. But you can imagine nothing wane than. you 
H will hear. The parlifIDent is not yet ditfolved, but this week will certainly 
U determine it. Dear StanlJ,ope, God profper you, and pray make hafle to us,' 
" that )'ou qlaY fee Wh~l ypu will not believe if it were told you." A few' Stpt. zq • • 

d3YS after writ ing thj~ letter, he retired from the office of fec rctary at war. keth .. ~~ from 
Harley, hpwever1 ~~ not repulfcd by the Srll rcfufal of \Va.lpolc to fup- ~~~r:l~r\~ ~~l 

port. his adminilF,~. He had too much fuc~s with many of the: \Vhigs, "'Jr. 
not to exert every effort 10 gain a man whore talents :and eloquence he held 
in the higheJl dlimation. He fuffered him to coa~nue in his place of 
treafurer of the navy. feveral months after the Whig miniftry " 'ere entirely 
routt:<i. He fent feveral rnelfagcs, and held f<:,\'erai converfations with him) 
to pcrfQade him to mo4crate ru. oppoiition againft the new meafures; but 
hi~ canfi"Ant 30fwer was, U Make a fafc and honourable . peace. and pre(crve 
t· Lhl: Protdblnt futccffion. and you will have no oppofition f." 

CHAPTER THE SIXTH: 

J7 11 :'-"' I 7'J3· 

ConJwn 0/ Walpolt ;,j 'OpptJ}itiolz.-Ahly al/tnOl tite Iou Adfu"lifJrntion ttp;ni'ifl 
Ih~ C-'lO'rge of 1/01 llC'rtfintjl'fg far th~ !mhlic E ,\:,,,,ditllYe.-AttujuJ ·PI Bretlrft . . 
t?f 'Trt!fI and CDrTl/prion wlm, Setrl'lo ..... ' nt W.ar.-CrAtl1flitled to ti~ y'oetr'.­
Expelled the H(lfIfe, QI.a iltcaptlritaledf romjittf"K in the prtf~t Pm'~,­
Vijiled by p(7'fitns of tket.firfl Dijlillftio,, ' 411d A6i1itiel . .-iI'ril(t 4JJ .lIk /k. 

f"''' of Aim/'If. 

.. '1\ s .WalpoIe digoified ~nd (upporl«l <In odminj{\I'JIIi...,~.t 
-;.l'1 home aadglOriau4 .. bro:u!, (q .wlu:n it .,as .i1il)qd AAd.<lifer"l'Ml. ~~ 
made aoilUat~d reptiet to thll!.ut:K:hof ... nno.,vl'rflll .nd ir'ri't\\tt'd ~ty. Dwtioa: 

, '~.yvwpolcl"pcrs. 

,j!PL. I. 

~ . . ... ' 
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the iaterv~ning period, from his refignation to the death of queen. Anne, _ 
perl'evered in attachment to his late aifociates, 300 in huaffing the new mi. 
niRel'S. with grea.t ability. both in and out of parliament. The firA: infiance 
in which he appeared the c,h:lmpion of the fallen party, wa!> upon the mo· 
tiOD of an :ldurcCs to the quet:n. On thh occafion. Walpole, whom Swift, 
in his biflory of the four laft years of queen Anne, calls (me Mr. Rohert Wal­
pole. propared an amendment to the addrefs, imponing that no peace can 
be honourable to Great Britain and Europe, if Spain and the lndies are to 
be allotted to a branch of the hauft of Bourbon. Thi<; claUle, which had 
been carried by the lords, was uegatlved in the howe of commons by a very 
great majority. 
_ But his fubfequent efforts were fiill more importl.ot and urdU!. The To~ 
ries hav-ing attempted to maign the meafures of t~it pn:decelfo~ in office. 
turned their principal objeCtions againft. the management of the revenue i 
a topic on whkll it Wft!\ moll cafy to delude the public mind, by introducing a 
fcries of complicated calculations. This attack was priDCipally levelled againfl:: 
Godolphin, who was :lccufed of h:lving profufely lavifhed the public money, 
and of not hewing accountro for the rums voted by parIi:unent. \Vhen 
fevernl of hi s former adherents in the bou(e of commons deferred the ex-mi. 
nifter. a few defended his " .. u~. and I.rgutd that the damouf1 raired apiDlt 
him, were merely the effufiom of malice and calumny. The inlidious at .. 
tack was mafqued under the plauCible appearance of appointing a committee 
for eX:lm;ning and fiating the public accounts. Sr. Joho employed all tbe 
powers of his e!oqueftce. to lhew tbe neccffity of taking into confidcratlon. 
tbe rultional expenditure i maintained that none but thafe who were enemies 
to their country, or who wouJd tb~mfelves plunder the treafurYt would be 
fo boJd as to oppofe the inquiry; uxJ fupported his arguments wirh the 
moO:. ardent affet'tation of zeal for tbe church and coaftitution. 

No fooner had St. John ceafed fpeakiog, than Walpole rofe with grcllt 
fpirit to "indicate his JlIh'On from the imputation at corruption a.ad malver. 
fation. He did not, h~ever, coaddCe:nd"to make any ~ply to the hypo. 
critical affeveration of St. John, in regard to rc~n. but confined his re. 
mark! to the fubjoft of debat.. He explained, in • calm and diftinA 11\AIl­
ncr, the accOUnts of the public expeuditure. and confirmed the truth of his 
report, by the origKlal receipu, &Ild tho mod authentic teftimoni... Mer 
iJaYiog proved",har the iIootuiry wu i>unded OD party animoJjty, he COD­

eluded by oI»<rviog, " If be ;, accufed, wlao caonot be cbarged .. ilb "'1 
GriIDe. or any juft fuCpicion of a crime. and whom tbe member who (poke la.tl 
&:ould neirbtr fea.r nor hate, take heed left the conLlitutiOD dlOuId rccave 
• WOIlIId Ibro1>Izh his .d... II is obviC1I', how llluoh the uwltilude is under 

tho 
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the influence of bribery~ it is' obvious. that the people of England .are at 
this moment animated ag:Linft each other, with a fpirit of hatred and ran· 
cour. It behoves you, in the firft place, to find a remedy for .thofe difl:cm­
pel'S, which at prc:fcnt are predominam in the civil conftitution, and uolds 
you rejell this mquiry with becoming indignation. I leave you to conjce­
jure the lituation to which this kingdom and government are Jikel,y to be 
expofed· ", But the zeal and eloqut:nce ofWa.lpole had no eJfetl: j for the 
committee was appointed, confifting of perfons principally Torics. :md two 
notorious Jacobites; aU previoul1y determined to arraign the proceedings 
of the former adminiftration. The reCult of their inquiry was given in a moil: 
C'Jr::traordinary report, which paffed the houfe on the 12th of April, and WJ,! 

prefcntcd to the quc~n on the fame day. After flating the great arrears uue 
trom public ta.xcs. Jlilany embezzlements ano fc:wdalous abufes, evil munn­
nagcment in public offices, and mifapplication of parliamental y fupplies, 1t 
boklly alIcrted, .. That of the monies granted by parli:unent, and dfued for the 
.. public fervice toChrifunas I710,THERB RIiMAINS UNACCOUNTED F OR. 

" THE 5UM OF £ '35.302,T07, FOR A OIlEAT I'AltT OF WHICH NO AC· 

U COMPTS UAVE II) MUCH AS JEEN l.AID BEi'OaE 'I"lIE AUDITORS; 

If and fot the reCl. though fome accompts have been brought in. yet they 
H hav!! not beell profecuted by the accomptants:, and finifiled." This unqua­
lified fl'proach carl by the houfe of l ommons on the cx-miniftets, h:J.d fOf a 
010tl time a prodigious effeCt in increa.fing the unpopularity of the Whigs. 
The JX--ople concr,,";'ved it to be impoffible, that the commons would :l.dvancc 
fuch an aili!rtion. without the IDoll convincing proof:. in its f:l.\·our. A general 
belief gainecl ground. that the nation had been deceived and betrayed; frdh 
confidence was placed in the new mininers, who thus difpla)'cd their care 
for the people, and pro\'cd thcir cap:l.cily by contriving fuch means as might 
afcertain Ilnd [('cure (0 vall a debt. 

]0 oppetition to thefe accufatio~ Walpolo-again came forth as the cham­,-0 ot his colleagucs, and publilhed u The LMbt~ of the Nation ftatcd and 
u confidel'ed," and the " Thirty~fi\'e Millions accoUllted for." In t.h,,-{c 
JIIIlbftC&tions. the :lulhor. who is cnJlcd by Arthur J\I1ainwaring, the bUl mqJ/tl 
,,! jgutS ~I dJJ) mati oj AiJ lim:, gue, in a. fmall compafs, fo ~tc a fchcnl.t. 
of tb.e public debu., efpecially of tbe navy, together with tbo managcnlcnl 
etC the re\'OQues, the anticipations, the debe., and the re:lfons aod nl;U.ffi.ty ot 
them. as emirely undeceived the public, and rafutc4 the caJumn;", wbkh 
b:td been ro ioduftriou~y railed t. H. peCM:d, in a clear and lOtiofactoIj 

from the- b~ginn;ng of the reign of qll e~~ . 
Anne, to tht prri,)II ti lt1t , J 7171 p. 1J9'-Tin-

• dd.-otdmiaon. 
F z manner) 
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manlier, that the debt of the navy, which was eftimateJ at C.5,I30,53,i 
did not exceed ['$74.000; and that of the whole £_35,000.000, all but 
£.4,000,000 had been accounted for. 

Walpole b:ld diflinguiCheu himfelf too ably in the houfe of commons, and 
by his ptli'lic:uions had provcd hNnfe1f too warm a friend bf the fallen mi­
ninry, a:uJ too powerful :~'n adverlilrY to the reigning adminiflration. not to 
be finglcd out as one of the facrjfi~s to be made at the fil rinc of party 
wngcancc. His cxpulfion, therefore, from the houfe of commons was re­
{olved, and a meeting held for the purpofe of confulting on the mC:ln<; of 
proceeding, by thr k:lders of' the oppofite party. But the injufrice of this 
~ was eficemed fa A.tgrant, and the imputat ions of guilt fo faint and falfe, 
that many of thoft: who h:td united to overturn the late adminiftr:u ion, de­
clared their .lVerfion to this malicious deugn. Bromley · , however, re­
moved their (cnlpies, by declaring that the cxpuHion of "Valpole was the 
tll11(111 HecqJarh:m. 3.S they could n('lt c~rrr on the hufincfs, if he was fuf­
fered to continue in the houle. It is no wonder, therefore, that hi~ enemi!..~ , 

who could com.llanrl a majority. Jhould hml a phtufiblc prt't lxL The 
comrl1iffioners of puhlic :lC("!lUrllS laid a charge of VCn:lJilY :\Od cI1rruption 
againfl: him for forngc-tontraCls in Scot I.tnd while he W..lS !ccrd..lry J. t W.lf. 

They accufed him of having taken, in two contma!!, two notes of h:lnd, OIlC 
fOr 500 guineas, the other for [ . soo. the firft of which had been paid, and 
a receipt g~ven in his name, and of the olher [' . 400 was paId. lr appeared, 
on examination of the witne(fe~, on oath, th:tt the contractors, rather than 
~mit into their partnerfhip R obert Mtlnn, ngl~nt for VIT ollpolc, who, accord­
ing to the tenour of the original :lgr('CtJlCllt, rcJ(of\'Cu a Hlare for 4 friend, to 
have 3. benefi t of the fifth IJ:t.Tt, jf not rcdt:cmcd by the cllntractors with a. 
(urn of money, had preferred paying the 500 guillc:L~ and {,."oo; and thAt 
Mann had received the money for th..: fil'll note, :lnd had obLained the lu.­
cond nOle as a dep<1fit for the fum fpecifieri to be paid. 

In conrequence M thefe re-ports, \Valpole was heard tn his own defClJtlt, 
though no particula.rs ofhi'l freech arc pr~ferved in tlle proceedings of p:tT- . 
liament; after he had .... ithdrawn, a warm deoo.te took phice, which Jafuxl 
till paft U:n at night. IRis friends, on this oecaGon, (uppor(ed him ~t" 
fa much Z1:al; that ll}e houfe was divided four times in the (ame fitting,; 
and the nunlfiers, who carried an-political quemons in this feffion with. 01t1¥ 
• trifl.;ng oppofition, gained the motlons for his condemnation and e.xpulfiort. 
by a fmall majority. On the 6rft: 'divinon, in which Pult("ney, then- his 
'ntiUlate friend, afterwards his mofi bitter opponent, was teller, the.. . . 

... Letter from Horace Walpole to Elough, .Scptcmbcr. aJ, 1'51. 

§. amendmelll. , 
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amendment, to leave out the words. U :lnd ootoriOllS comlption," was n~· 
gatived by a majority of .5'1. . The main quc:fl:.ion J5affed in the affirma.tive 
by 57. The motion for comnl1tting him to the T ower by only twelve; 
and his expulfion was dccn:."t'<i by 22 -, Thefe finall majorities fuffi­
ci('ntly prove, either th:lt V{alpoll.! polfeffctl gr':3.t perfonal inftuenc:e in the 
houfe, or th:lt nflny of the T onC''> confidered his accufJtion :l tcaooalous 
proCccntion, and would not give their votes againft him. The J"IOu(e. how .. 
ever. refolved, .. That Robert Walpole. efqUlre, was guilty of a high breach 
of fru ft, and notorious corruption. 1"h:\t he fhould be commmed prifOllet 
to the Tower of London;" and on a fubfequent·motion. whIch was carried 
only by a :najonly uftwcntv votes, that he fhould be expelled t. 

On the nClCt mornmg. 'V:llpoJe furremlcrcd himfelf 3. pnf lIl I.!". and was 
committed to the T ower. It was expeCt:ed. that he would h.~\"c pel itiom:d, 
l),lld fubmlttcd himfclf La the ccnfurc of the houft= i but he rcfuJed making 
any concefIion, wInch could imply a confclou(ne(s of gUIlt, and ht" there­
fore rem:uned a prifoner tlntil the prorogation of parliament. In the mean 
Urne a new WIlt being ifltKU for Lynl1, he W.lS re-cholen for that borough; 
but ;l petillon being made :1.gaint1:. the r"turn. by qamuel Taylor. the oppo(­
ing, Cand ldl'IlC , the commons re(olved. U T hat havlOg been expelled this 
houfc for an lllgh bre:lch of tluf\: ill the execution of hts efli(..c, and notori. 
ous LorruptlOn. w\1('n ti.:crctary at war, hc w:\s \f\capablc oJf b~'lllg re~cleclcd 
a member to (uve In t he pn:lent parliament t." 

' ''llIle It:.: remamcd a prifoner, he was confidered a '> :\ martyr to thc 
Cluli:' of the \Vhig~, and rcpcatcclly .. ifitld by pcrrons of tilt: brghefi: dlfllnc-. 
tion and :l.blhtics. p.ut,cularly by the duke and duehers of Mallborough, 
Godolphin. Sunderland. S<Jmers, and Pulh :l")'; and his apartme-nt cxhi· 
b\ted lhe appearance of a crouded levee Ii. 

During hii confinement , he hJ.d fufficient lei Cure to compare a clear and 
jU(licious \'Uldlcation of himfelf. whioh was puol.fht::d under the titI« of 
" rlu Coft of }Ofr. Ira/po/t, ilf (J 1;£11" from (J rrory 1I'/rl11;'," of P(fr/fflmelll 
to /tis Flte"d ill the COIIHlly. " In this mafierly defence, ht! fully Jultifies 
himfe1f, and appeals to evidence, taken upon oath, from the two prim.:ipal 
~. high b1'each of truft, and notor'ious corruption. In regard to high. 

• l{t IH agtinfl Ul7: 2d. t~s.-4os ~d . 
1IS6-t68. 4th. t4'8-170' The ~ron of 
Cl'nfl1re agaiuft Ihe dub: of Marlborougb Wb 

carried ltIy a m\lcbgr~majority, 2-7Q1g;lInfi 
-"S_JbllnWS. 

t 19I1fmb.-Ch:wdlcr', Deb;u.t$, 
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bruch of truR:, he {hews that he had no :ulvanta.ge in the contrads; thM 
he was not the only perron concerned in nuking them, and that 1hey were 
fettled on the beft and molt advantageous ternlS to be obtainetl at the time j 
in reply to the charge of notoriom corruption, he proves that a fhare in £lIt: 

contract. being given to his friend, R obert Mann, the contractors prcft:rrcil 
paying him 3. fum of money in recom{>l!nce fo:- giving up his Olarc; tJlat 
the contrador, who had negocia.ted this bargain with M:lnn, dying, the 
other not knowing his name, made the note of hand paY.lble to Vvalpole 
or ord~r, for the ufe of his friend; that the note was enuor\i:d by himfdl 
only (or form, and the money received by Mann was for his own urr: and be· 
fit, and tha.t Walpole had not the leaR interefl:, directly or indirc.:lly. in thi!. 
&ifair. 

1 h.3.\·e been thus particular in nating the defence of Walpole, bec:lufe It 
gives ftrong proofs of his innocence, and was never filjrJy and candidly au­
fwered j he(';ll,fe fame of the very pt'r[ons who vifired him in prifun, and 
not only u-efcndcd but applauded his conduC\. in this infb.ncc, :lftcrw,ud ~ , 

when in oppofition. reproached him with the commiffion of thi~ "cry crim::, 
of which (hey had publicly and formally ab!olved lJi ,n; and LccJ.uii.: fume 
late - wrirers,of different principle!, have ftigmatifcd hi~ memolY, \'.ithoul 
having fufficientlyexamined his defeace t. 

This imprifonment has been called the prelude to hi~ rife; and lord 
Lanfdowne, who was afterwards confitned to the fame apartment, wrot~ 
;here l ine~ under Walpole'S name. which be had left on the window; 

Good unexpetied, evil unforeft:en. 
Appear by turns, as fortuM ihiftll the fccnc; 
Some rais'd aloft, come tumbling down amain, 
And fall (0 bard, they bound and rife again t, 

A popular ballad, compoC~ by Eaftcourt the player, ~n honour of 'IVal-

• Ste Smollet. vol. 2. P. 209' MaepbGrGD" 
HI£lOl')· . vol. 2, p. S!7. 

t for Ihe illvdiigolcion of fbi, inquiry. in 
whit h the hOLlOur :md chanact 01 Sir Robert 
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...,_ fttk of the QlM:8ion. 

~ Walpole'! L'.lt.~. of loral and Nob. 
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pole, during his imprifoDment, prove, the higb elUent in which he W~ then 
hcld by his party, and predidcd, with. true piophetic Ij>mt, bis fut= 
greatnefs. 

On rltt jewel;'1 tlu T'ower_ 

t. 

If ""at the Tower of London hold. 
Is valu'd for more than its power;. 

Then counting wh:u it now enfolds, 
How wOIldrous rich is the fa.nu:: Tower. 

o. 
J think not cftbe armory. 

Nor of the guns and lion's roar .. 
Nor yet the valu'd library, 

I mean the Jewel in the 2'"&w! r. 

3· 
This jewel late adorn'd the court, 

\Vith excdlence unknown before t 
But now being blowlt upon in (port, 

Tim Jewd's cafe is now the Tow". .. 

4· 
State lapidaries tbere have been, 

To 'High a.nd prOft and look it o'er;" 
The very fathion's worth being feen. 

Th' inuinfic, morethaa is the rl'Wlr. 
s· 

"Tis not St. ~orge'. diamond, 
Nor any of his partner's fiatt; 

Ii never )Itt to fuch belong'd, 
Whicl> fent <hi. J_l to the '1',_. 

6. 
With thou{WI method. they did try it; 

Whore 6rmncf. ftrengthen'd ev'ry hour; 
'They wen not able all to buy it, 

ADd fo they Ii:Iit it to the r ... tr. 

~ 

~",6. 
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7· 
They would have prov'd it counterfeit, 

That it was right 'twas &ruly fwore; 
But oalhs, nor WQrds, cou'd not.hing gd, 

And fa they Ccnt it to the <J'rmJer. 

8. 
lt 's brilliant brightncfs who can doubt, 

By Marlborough it was fomctimcs wore; 
They tum'd the mighty mancr out, 

"Vito turo'd thi~ jewd into the 7'o'wtr. 

9· 
There are (he marks upon it found. 

King William's creft it bears before, 
And liberty's engraven mund. 

Though now confin'd within tile 1'ouJer 

1 0. 

Nor Fr~nce ill it an intcrefl JJa ~~ 
Nor Spain with all its golden orc; 

For to the qucc.n and high allies, 
Belongs this Jewel in the '['QU',,,', 

II. 

The owpers mOOcO:ly rt:(Crf'd 
It in a decent Norfolk bo .... er. 

And rc~ce y~t thlOk ,it has d,dcrv'd 
The C~(ar's honour of the rower. 

!,2. 
The day (hall come to nmke amend$, 

This jewel filall witp p~ide.be wore, 
And o'er his fots, and ,wit:h hi!:! friends.- /I 

Shine glorious bright out' of tbe 1'owtr . 

. Lady W~lpolc:·, w.bo bld.a pltring 'Voi<:f, u(td to ling: this ballad \vith 
great fpirit and etfod, and was -parri<'ularly. wnd of dwelling on the taft vc:r(e, 
at the "time when the prophecy WM fulfilled; whe-n the prtfoner 

u 0'" his foes, n1lli u,;tlP~iJ frimds, 
" Shone glorious bright out of tltt 'l'ow(r." 

• From Lord Olford. 



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE. 

CHAPTER THE SEVENTH: 

Ud"{tjt'ti f!OIil /;i5 ImprijollnJCI11.-E.'(lIltOnS ill Favour of 1m I'III~\.-l )tj"!;/"I't 
vm'iO/tJ po/itical Pil'rel.-E/(/(),gi1Im 0/ him, by Gudolphill.-P/{blij/!l"s tlu 11 )" 
101] if tIlt! /(Ile Pm hr'm,;lj{ .-Re-e/dlrd for L),IlI,.-Spcah "gallifl Inc Pea[{'; 
l/tr Tre(/I1 if Commeru; ami Ihc Sdlifm Bill :-Illfavom 0/ !J/r Ri, harJ Su(J!'. 
[01 printing 'hc C,4s (bId th,e E"f, ltjll1nal1. 

T HE. llliniflry having protracted the reman by adjournment·, mfiead 
of ending it by prorogation. merely to detain him in prilon, Walpole 

\\':l~ not rdlO:a(cd until tht: 8th of July. From that period till the diffolution. 
which took place on the 8rh of AuguO: 17 '3. being incapacitafed from (erv­
ing hi .. party in the houre of commons, he exerted himfelf in maintaining tho 
uniun of the ·Whig~. in conciliating the leaders. often diCcordant in their 
opiniollc., je.dou<; of each uther, or lukewarm in their conduB-. He was a 
princip.ll Jircttnr of their counfels, and the great manager of their delibe­
r.lt. ions. Thl! magnanimity :l1\d chcerfulm.fs with which he acted and fuf­
fcrcu, hi~ liberality in expending large furns in procuring, intelligence, and 
promoting the Protefbnt lucccffion, the hofpitali ty with which he enter­
tained his political affociates, endeared him to the party, animated their 
\..ounrd~, and contributed to prefef'-e them from defection. The heavy ex­
penees incurred by thefe means, injuret1 his private fortune, and involved 
him in pecuniary embarrafrrnents; acucumllance which perhaps "gave rife to, 
or;1t lean: f:lnct:ioned rite report, afterward~ induflriouOy circulated by op· 
pofition. of hi, being a needy nd\'d-iturer, who had not credit enough to nue 
:10 hundred pounds on his own fccurity+. The grntitude he afterwards die· 
played to thefe perfons who accomm<klated him with money at a confider­
able rilk, docs honour to his chara&r. 

During this period, he ably employed his pen in i the fewice of his par'),. 
He affi.(led Steele in feveral political pamphlets t ; and publiflled an anfwtr 

, 
• J.u'na\~.-Hli\,)fy of M Adminifit:l.tiQn, 

p. 16. 
t Pultene .. '" Reply \0 Sedition and Defa. 

Il'alion Dlfll!;J,yed. p. S.-An Anfwer to 0111: 
Part of all IlltamoU5 Libto.l, &e. P.34. 
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'mod 1. to lh~ vote: oftbe hou(e: of commons. that thc: !tate:s general had been dencit:nt 
J'16toI714' in their proportion of troops. and that the queen had paid fubfidies to 

I the: amount, of thrc::e: millions of crowns above the fum ftipulatc:d. 
His zeal and exertions were fo confpicuous. that he recej,-ed a flattering 

tefiimony of efh:em. in 3. vifit which he paid to Godolphin,;whilc confined 
with his laO: iJlncfs at St. Alb",n's, in the houfe of the dutchefs of M arlbo­
rough. Tile dring fiatefman turning to the dutchelS, who fiood by his bcti-
fide, (aid to hel, to If you eyer forfake that young mall, and if fouls arc per­
mitted. to return from the grave to thcte:uth. I will appear to you and re­
proach you for your conduct· ." 
• l'he diffolution of the parliament at length taking place , Walpole'~ inca­
pacity was -removlo:d, and he was again chofell for Lynn. While the cJec~ 
tions were depending, it was the opinion of Somers, and the 'Vhig lords., 
that to {tate to the people, in a flrong an4 pel'fpicuou~ maniler, the proceed­
ings of the J:tte parliament., with a vi!"w tt) expo{c the meafurcs of the miniflry. 

~
tbe 

. ::;r l~~-
on •• 

and to guide the- eJe-ttors in the choice of the new repre(entative~. woulll be 
highlyadvantageom to their party. A<; no one feemed beth:r calculated for 
this office than Vialpnlc. he undertook n pamphlet. at their dcfire. on the 
Thurfd!1r, and publ ilhcd it on i he T uefd"y foHowing t , under the Title 
of, A Short Hi!1:ory of the Parhament, with the !potto : 

Yt'fffllis PopMllIS, vtnalis Curia Palrtlm. 

To this. publication is prefixed, a dedicati on by Pulteney. then his coad­
jutor, compored tn a firain of irony and humour peculiarly h IS OWI1, and in 
which, though addrc:ifed to an anonymous p .... "('r, it \\a~ ("try to perceive that 
the earl of Oxford was the object of allufion. 

The pamphlet tend~ to prove, that tile proceedings of the parliament had 
been ditc:c:9:ly contrary to the honoor and advantage of England. The :lU ­

Iltor defends the mcalurc:s of the late !1dminifi.ldlion with great abili[y; 
and afrer refuting the cenf\l..res paffeu on MadboJlO\lgh and Towllfut:nd, 
infta.nces hi3 own cafe, and dt:[nibelJ blmfelf as fharing the honour of an im­
~htnent with tho[e: illuftnous men. H is animadverfions on the conduct 
of the parliament, were made with fa much frt"edam and afpc:rit y, th.at it 
was not deemed 'prud~nt to entruft them tp a. common printer. \VaJpole him~ 
felf, at a fubfequep.t period, expreff'es the apprehenfions of the danger he migpt 
have incurred, h .. d the author been dikovered. If There is a Roble lord 

• From the lale cut ofOrrord. . 
t Articlet Earl of Orford. in C;lU.IC&u-c of Royal and Noble AUf~ON, jll . ·",kb mlltly of Ju, 

ether pampbl(tS &I't' mumtrat.d. 
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to the other houfe, "WhD can, if he pJeafes, inform gentlemen. that the author 
of that hifiory was fa apprehenfive of the confequences of printing it, that 
the prefs was carried to his-hollle) and the copies printed ther~ •. " 

]n the new parliament. which met on the t6th of February, WalV01e, de­
riving freCh lullre from hi" btl: tcmpor:uy eclip(c, diQinguifheu himfdf with 
more than \.I[ual ability . He warmly oppofed lhe peac\!j the foun<.lation of 
the South Sea comp.my; the tn::\ty of commerce with France j the Cchifm 
bill: and in all thele inft.l.Uces he p~o\'cd his con{urnmatc knowledge and 
cxpericnt:e ill afl:lir::. of the man. LOI1lp1i~atcd nature, a;nJ grCJ.tl y emharrafied 
the fpcn)..er~ on the tide of gO\cmlllcnt. 

} It: wa~ alia parlicul.\rly actire in defence of Stl'elC, who had rcndered him­
[df obnoxious to the mininers by l ,i~ bold writings on the fi tle of the Whig~. 
:tnd wa~ atCllled br auditor Fakly, fir \Villi"m \Vyndham, and the Tories. 
of hn\'ing publiflll'd I he Euglilhrnan and the Crifis. The rage of party was 
fo violc;~f on this oecafiun, that an attcmpt was made to compel Steele to 
withdraw, without entering into his own defence, but this unjuft propofi tion 
was aver.rulcd without a. clivj lion, though it occa.fioncd a debate of fome 
length, in which \,yalpolc took an aCtive part. The motion, that he filOUJd 
be permitted t~akc his defence to the imputed libel, paragraph by para­
graph, was. haU er, determined againl1: him. H e then entered 00 his de­
fence, with a temper, modd1:y. and d oquence quite t lnu.tLa{ to hiln , and cont i­
nued fpCol.king tlm'c hou re;. Aftef he Itad withdrJ.wl1. no member on the tide 
of the minifiry :.ukmpted to anil.ver him; and a.uditor f'~)h.:y only obii.:rved. 
tl:at withou t amuiing. the houie with long tix:cchl's. it wa') plain to every 
boc.ly. that the writings cqmplained of, wetI.' fed ilious and I(,:;tndalous, in­
jmiouJ to her O1ajdly's gov~rnl1lent, the church. and the univetfitil.:s ; 
and moved for the <]hcftion. This mUlion occJ.fioned a warm debate, in 
whilh 'Valpole bore the moil: aCtin: and princip:\l lllare. Among other 
bold animadn~:rfions, he obtcrved, Th::.[ [his violent prolt'cu tion ftruck at 
the liberties of thr- fubj <'Ct in gencr-l, and of the members of that houie in 
particular j juftified Mr. Steele .n ;ill the heads of the a.ccutaUon raifed 
ar'~inft him; and faid, he hoped the houie would not tacrifice ~nc of their 
meli¢>crs to the refentment and rage of the miniftr)', for no Qthor crime thaD­
his ' expo&IttJ their nlifmanagemt.llttt and, like a good patriot. wa.rning his 
countrytntB agajoft ;be immineo.t dangers with which the ..D!1tion in general, 
and in pactiC"Ow her maje£ty's Jic.rcd perion were threatened. qy tht v~le 
en,ouragement that wu gillen to th.e Pretender's friends. In tms defence • 

• Ct.aac1let"\ Debat~ Aptil I), "lS.-Probably the l:.ttt alludal to w,u lord Cobham. 

c • Walpole 

C haplet , . 
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Walpole afked .the hou[~ ... WRy the author was nnfwerable in parliament for 
the tbings which he wrote in hi ~ privute capaci ty ? And if be i ~ punifh­
able by law, why is he not left to the law? By this mode of proceeding, par­
liamcnt~ wili<h uft"d to be the [courge: only of evil miniftcrs, is made by mi ­
nilh'rs th l' /t-OUfGC of the CUbject... The minifl::cfs , he adued, an: lufiica:ntly 
armed ' \tlh aUlhorit)'; they poffc(~ the great l:mf1ioo of rcw:l.rd t; and pu­
uiihmcnb, the di fjJIJCtI of the privy purfe, the f..,rracc of pardoning, and the 
jl'lwcr of condt'mnil1g to the pillory for lix lttiou.:o writi ng .. ; powas confificnt 
with, and naturall y ariling fi'ol11 th ei r ~.Itcd litll.Hinll , and which thI!Y"Gl.n ­
not too jcalou n y gu:tr<l (i'om beilllj pcrn:rtC't1 ro anti,vcr wdil ccr or climinal 
pUl'pclcs. Ll former n:ign~, the ~tUdacit y of corruption cxtemh..'1.1 itfel f only 
to judges and juries ; the attempt 1'0 to dC~I.ldc parli:l.loent Wl<: , till till) 
prefent pcri09. llnheard of. The liberty .of. the prefs i ~ unrC'fhained; how 
then 111all a part of the Icgil1aturc darc to punilh that:l.~ :t crime wllich i ... 
not decla.red to hI.! fo by any law, (ramt'd hy the whole? 'And why IhtlllU 
that houfe be maue the inJlrument of fuch a. dctcfiable purpore; that hOll ~ ~·. 
which had to boaft the honour.lblc diHinflion of be ing !tpplied to, as the 
fdul'ce of rcdrcf:<, ill 3Ih:arc~ of oppn:ffion. SIeck:, he oi>Ii::rvcd. ha~ advanced 
nothing which bear, a dirc.C1:: 'criminal conflnll~li()n ; nalli •. which can be 
conftrucd into guilt without tile all\ltance of torced in\l~e~ ; and fh:lli 
parliament afiume till" llngraciom part of thus ioferring guilt from mere ar~ 
bitrary conftruttion ? Jf they do, what advantage to gove rnment or the 
community can be cxpetl:.ed to refult from filch a meafurc? Are doCtrines 
1lefutctl, and truths li.J.prrem~d, by being cenfured or A:iglUali:l.cd ?-In the 
rcign of James, it wa<; criminal to (~ )', that the king wao; a P:lpill; hut the 
fcvcrity of the law, or the cruelty of its mininers could not t'radlcltc from 
tric mind of a Gngle individu~!, the confl1'lned bclic,!f of the fafr. Steele is only 
attacked, becauje he i ~ the advocate f!'>r the PrMeflant lilCceiJion. the cnufe 
which he fo ably t1d~lId s , r,ins the offence; through hi!. lilie~ the fucn:ffion is 
10 be wounded j hi s pllnilhmcnt will be a i)'mpLom, that the fucceilion ,is in 
danger; and the miniilry are now feeling the pulfe of parliament, to fee how 
far they may be ahlc to pr9ceed. Does Mr. Steele, h~ inquired, incur any 
blame for '0niti n.g againit Popery? 111 the reign of J3ttles, indeed, preadftYg 
agaiflO: Popery was confidered as cafting atrelletHon on the miniftry, But.it 
was not fa in the reign of king William. I1rom .~at· fa..teJjty does it ariu" that 

. w~ written in favour of the Protefrant f;ictefiioft, arid was countftllihced 
Qy.tht.late minifuy, is deemed" a libel on tp.e 'Prefent adminiA:ration? Geheral 
inveCtives in the pulpit agai!lft drinking, iornica[ion, or any particular vice,. 
have never been dtecmcd a rdlettion on particular perfons, unlefs thc!e per~ 

1. fOIlS 
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ions are guilty of the dJ.rling fin ag,\inft which the pr\!:lthcr ill\·eigh... It be- ChapIn 7. 
come!>, then, a fair inference, from their ilritabilur ~rid refclltmcul .lgainfl: its '713 to '114' 
(lcfl'uder, that the darling tin of the prefcnt adminiltcatioJn i., to obftruct the '- v ..,J 

Protcft.!.nt fucc..;ffion. If a P.1PIO:, II:!.}' all lriOl Papil1. who tor many years 
lu!> been :1. [erv:lnt to lhe htc king J.lmc~ . and the Pretl'ndcr, '(mcolnil'lg Sir 
Pdl ritk E.awld~) one -who Ius borne arm ... .lgtinfl her Imjdly in France 
ami Sp:un; onc who i ~ fl:rongly fufpt.-d:cd of havmg etUbrul,J his hands ill 
the hlood of the late clul.e of M CU Ul:t Celi, and m:1Tquis uf Lcg..tncz; If [mh 
.l 11l:W be: not only pcrmiw .d to con~ into Engl.md, but to appear at couct, 
111 Ihe prcience-chambcr; If he be c3.reff'\,.'{! by the miRlller .. ; n:J.Y. I fpeJ.k 
It wilh horror, jf [udl alll.a n ht: admitred intn her m.J.Jdt(~ prh"ltc uudu':n<.e. 
1Il her clofel, Will not every good (ubjC'(.'[ think her perfon in dJ.ngcr? AnJ 
is it then aClimc in Mr. SCl·de tQ th ew hi s conceln for 10 precIous a life: •. " 

The mimlicr .... ltowc\'cr. c:J.l'ricu. their point; the Cufj~ and Englifhman 
were voted fcdiliou~ llbd!-. ,HId St~le: \V.IS expelled the houie -1-, 

The ij 'cech of "\Va11'0lc on thi~ oo.·J.(jon l{rocurcd him gr .. at applaufc; 
uut the public d id not know, th.::at the: defence tnJ.ue by Steele him/df, was 
in a gr,,", d,.~o{r,prlllg of hi, eloquence ; a fatt "bled by b,Ulop 
Newton,_on .tlt nil' uf Pulteney t. n 'Vhen Steele was to be ex~ 
.• pd!cd the ho lmuru, Mr. 'Valpole .::and Mr.Pulteney, and Mr. Ad • 
.. lIdon, wcre coml II mnld to go to him, hy tl1l' noblemen .tnd members of 
.. the Kit Kat Club. with lhcil politi,,! order nllt! dd erm m;l.I io ll, tl).lt Steele 
II Jhould not DlakC his own fpeech, but Addifon OlOlild make it for him, . 
,I and he nlOuld recile it ftUm the other's writing, without any infert ion or 
.. :l.ddJlioll of his own, AdJifun thought this an h:l.rd inJunt1ioD. and faid, 
. f that he muft ue like a fchoul·boy, and defire the gentlqlen to give him a 
.. lillh.: Itnfi:. \ V:llpole (aid, that it was impoffib1e to fj>eak A fj>eech in cold 
.. blood; but being prdfed. l ie faid h~ would try, and immediately fpoke 3. 
u very good fpecch of what he thOUg1.1t proper for Steele to fay on the occa~ 
U Gon; and the next day in the houfc made 3.nother fpeech as good, or better, 
" on thc..fame fubjet\'; but fa totOl.Uy diffi:rcnt from the former, thi\t there 
u was fc~ce a li ngle argument or thought the fame i which particulars aD: 

" mentioned as ll1uftrious proofs of his uncommon eloquence." 

• Thr principal part of this fpcech i£ tl kt'n 
from memonadum., In the ruwd '~ o( SII' 
lI..ob~ Walpole; Orford Papcn..- Chandler, 

t Steek ltft(TWuds pubtith'ed, d • .." Apoto­
IY for hialfdf aDd hi' WtiNlp ot.llona! 

by hil Expllilion from the Ha\J{e flf Com ... . 
mom," wblch. w·ith a bcccAniog gratitude, 1M . 
d<diC:lted to WlllpoIe:, 

: LIfe o( Bifhop NewlOD, by lIimfdi. 
• 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

:/'{Ilof IYa/polc/or I},,' ]{alffJl;rr Sfladftoll.-JUjJijU(J/IOJI ~/ 1m COIId:Jd, Oil f l..' 
Prtjump1j(J1/ 'Iml Ille Pl'oltjialJ/ SUU1JjOlt wm ;/J DOHgtr -Pub/i( Alarms 01/ i 
Appnlzt1ljioltS.-Den/Jz oj Quet'll Am,e: v 

T H E great qudllon, in which Walpole :lppears to h:l\c alwa)'~ c>..ertcd 
himfelf with unabared zcal. was all the nate of the nat Ion with rcgJ.nJ to 

the danger of the Protdl.mt [ucccffion. In. the l.Ourie of thi ~ ddxltc, Bromlc\', 
fecretary of {tat\!, ha\mg attempted to prove the m'g,llivc, by rcpreli.-l1tmb 
the endeavours of the quc.::en to lccure that ol~ieCt, and to rcmo"e the Pre­
tender from Loraine; \Valpolc, with gr(>)lt fplrit and warmtb. :l\Hweli hiS OpI­
nion, that although the (!ueen hcrfclf afforded 110 caufe of apprehen(ioll, )I.'t 

much was to be dreaded from the dubJOUS conduCt of fome perlon.!>, and 
therefore infified that her n:ll1lC OlOuJd not be inrrou'llccd.l.. 

The zeal of \Valpolc on tl\15 fubjea, \\IJ,S by no ~ adopted from .t 

[pirit of oppofition, and was not a fudden (park {huck out by the circum· 
fulnces of the moment: i.t was a le.l.ding principle which had regulated his 

',political condutl from his firfl. entran« into hff,;; it had heen il1fbllt:d illln 
him hy educatl0n, and matured by rcafou and refleCtion, to whi ch he UJ,\­

formty adhered in aU fituatiom. and under all circumllances. 
Iftull objec1 in fpleading there alanns was to diCl:rc{; government, and to 

excite.! tumults ag:l.inft the minificrs, he aCted a f.'\lfe and wicked palt; but 
jfhc rC.1ily had l'eJ.[on for his fufp;cions. he muo. be jufiitied by eveJY pri.n. 
ciple of attachment to (he religion and c..onftitutlOA of tht' count ry. He can 
only be fully ¥inolCated from the conviction, tha.t it was the fecret with 
and refo!ution of .the queen to l:xclude the Hanover family , an~ to renore 
the Prctcnt.lc::r, <lnci Ihat the minHlers ,'Vcre difpofcd to co·opcralc with her 
in\,;Enation<;. At the period of which we :ue now fpe~ingJ the ll:r0ngeft fuf. 
-pi\,;ions ..... ere e~terlained. that hlch a fcheme Wa3 in agitation, and th~~" 

"picions ba\'e been fince n:ritied by t~Aloft ~,..ic document!.,. "-
. It was natural to fi,tppofe, that as thequee.nl~furvivingitli.te,bera,lfett'ion 
for her brother, of whofe legitimacy {be 1.pp:aa 1ic\'er to have.entertained a 
doubt, would fupcrfedeher inclination to a fDreign family. She hac\ often de. 
clued that !he did 'not' confider the crown M her right, and the imprcffioru of 

rOJlfcienct 
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t.'on(cience naturaUy led her to atone for the wrongfulnefs of ber poifeffion, by 
pet'mitting it to reCume its ancil!nt coune of deC cent. In thefe ideas, {he 
was encourag~d bl' her favorite , Mrs. M ... llu.m i and when, by the intrigues of 
thilt artful woman. the chief impediment to her projeCts, tbe alccndancy of the 
'Vhig party. was removed. {he entertained them with lcJs refcr'.'e. and em­
ployed herfelf affiduoufly to give them effect. Harley, who had fucceeded 
in dividing the Whigs. fa as to prevent their exerting their whole uruted 
forct! in a con6ftent oppofitioll. yet fO\lnd he could not carry on the govem~ 
ment, anu make :1 peace, without t.fte affifi.'lIlCC 'of the Jacobite!!: a direa 
commun:cation was opened between the court of St. Germain' s, and that 
of London j [htf Pretender a.ddrefied a pathetic letter· to the queen. 
urging his own right to the crown, in which every foothing effort of 
fupplication anti fubmiffion was employed, and e\'e-ry appeal made to fa­
mily prHlt .. to tendernefs, and jufiice,. which could be filppofed to influence 
. l mind naturally bc:ue\'olcnt and juft, aQd which was beginning, through. 
laffitude and Jkrplexhy, to reek fome repofc from the multiplied cares of a 
fiormy government. Under thefe linifier aufpices, tile peace;: of Urr~cht was 
I'rulde J a peaee which confounded the charaCters of victors and vanquithed, 
and in which tl\l...grand ohju5b of the war were compl<:!e1y rcJinquifh~d. 
The lnte-reft-s of Ole Pret('ndcr were kept in ,·jew, rather tban thore of the 
country, and the queen was a nx.iOl ... s that the French king OlOuld not be 
deprived of the powcr of aftord:ng him eff't:CtuJ.l affiftance . 
. The dlabliillrm:nt of the Protcfiant religion WlS the only motives which 
could countcre:a the hias of the quccn's mind in favaur of her brother. 
The influence cf that confidcration was much diminifhro by h~r dlilike to, 
the family deftincd to rucceed herj l\ prejudice which induced her to refill all 
J.pproacb of them to her perf en, and to oppore the applicatiom. of the elechcfs 
Sdphia, for :l writ to call up the eled:onl princ~ to the houee of peers.i as a, 
prejudice fo well known to thole who poffdfed her confidence, that Mrs. 
Mal11am made no fauple to lil'clare to the French minifter, whom Louis 
the F ourtl'cnth ft:n1 to treat for peace, tha t the Hano\'er famiJy~'Wlls nil tlltir 
.nJtrjhm ., and th.at it was the wilh of the q,ut"cn, that matters Ihould be fo ar­
rnnged thIte jultic~ wight :1t fome time take: place. Thote wbo favoured the 
caute of the Pretender, wece fo anxious to ava)l themfelves o{thc(e favourabJe 
appcalanccs, that they advift!d him" eitbcr in {hew, or in raa, to reOOWlce his 
religion, to withdraw hirnfdf froin'lbc protetl:ion ofthc: French kiog\ to marry, 
~ Proteftant J and rdide in Sweden. Matters were carried fa far, that fome 
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of his fangujne partifans advifcd him to come to Scotland, and othc;r.-: 
even pr~t!ch.'(l a )Ibn for hi !:> being prerentcd hy the QUCC1L 10 the parli3.­
ment, and p\lhlicly acknowledged as her [uccc::fior ~. Meeting> were alee 
held, both III town and country, to promote til(" repeal of the aa. of 
(eulemcut, :l.nd to veft in the queen the power of nominating a fuccef­
for. 'Tilde fchemes were uircEtly m'cr-rulcd, or in'llrealy countcrad:ed by 
Harle)" who, notwithflanding his junaion wirh the Jacobitc~. for tht" fole:' 
purpore" of n1:.lking a peace, :md llI:1.int,!-ining; hi~ ground againfi: the Whig~. 
does not :1t1pcar ever to hayc wifhed to fruf1.r-J.tc the pnwlfions of the aft of 
fcttlement. Hi~ condutl: at length made {uch an imprdfioll on that party, thai 

.thro\\gh th~ir intrigue~ he WJ." (hfmificd from adminillration. on :l fufpicion 
of lukc\\nrmners or duplicity. and Bolingbroke, who was fuppoled to be more­
implirillr dc\'oteu to their inteldh, \\:'l" r..ecommended as bis lucC'efior h, 
the duke of Berwi(k, n:nUl;\\ /C.1O of .J.UllCo; the Second, and thc Pretender', 
agent with the difalfcCl:cd in I:::ngl:lnd. I 

n ldc intriGue, 'H~rc t'ln pul~\i" all~1 notc)riou~ to ell:lpC the knowkAgr 
of the friends to the Protdbmt fucrefTi(lIl; Sir R(~\)('rt. W.llpolc t, in the' 
biter peri()d of hi" life, fn.ql1l'ntly cl~chfCd th:lt lilt' k ,Hler- of' the VVhig, 
were fully ,lppllZI.:U of thqll. :lnd th:lt I'e. ill J J.rtjruJ.lr, drew hi,; information 
from two pcrfons WrlO Were: p rc1cnt :It a meeting in -the country hetwetn tnt 
chiefs of the minifl:.ryand tb,e leadihg men of bOlh houfes. Thclr Jcliberatio'I> 
turned on the manner of in\'llidating or repealing the act of fucceffion. All 
a.Ctual repeal. and a pafiti\'(: declaratIOn of thl' Pretender's right, was moved 
by fome:: it was recommended hy others, to IcJ:l.vc to the queL'n a full p'lwel 
to nominate her furteGor by will. 1 

Thofe who treat the dang..:r of the Proteftant (ucLeOion as chimerical, 
obfrt'"c in reply to thefe infercnc{"s. that fr.om the time of the Revolutinn • 
many of thl' mimfters had <orn.'lpondcd with the "Pretender and his f.1mily; 
fome of them with the connivance of the fovcreign on the throne. :lnd prohably 
with :\ \ iew of dikovering the (dlemes of t,bc Jacobites. On ftmilar principles 
it 01~ be conjetl:ured. that Bolingbroke! and Onnond might alfo have 
cib::.llcd with Berwick and the agents of the Pretender, with \ a view ani}' 
of ohtaining,the difmiffion of Oxford, ami the Cllppo~t of the Jacob1tes j and 
mipt1 as (oon as th~y ha.d fecured themfclves in th{"ir pface5, have fQllowed 
the example of Oxford. In co~boratiQn (:If this ~ment. it appears from 
a letter o(Era{mus Lewis to Swift ~;tla~brok~,:lt this per!dd. courted 

... • See Mrnl0h,..s,llr Brntick .• 
' .. 
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tbe principal leaders of the Whigs, and Walpole' himfelf admitted that B0-
lingbroke had held a meeting with them (or the purpofe of arranging the terms 
of a. coalition. at which he gave. the moR: poiitive affiJrtncei of his good 
wilhes to the Proteftant fucceffion ; but when it was jnfined~ tba.t as k proor'Of 
his fincerity. the Prttcnder 'P0llid be removed to fuch a diftanct: ~ would 
prevent his interference in the affairs of England, the minifter declared hi~ 

inability to obtain the confent of the queen, to what the deemed the banith· 
ment of her brother. To attempt to fathom the politics. alld unquefiion. 
ably trace the defigns of the artful and unprincipled Bolingbroke, would 
be difficult, even at this time, when party prejUllites hllve fubfiucd, and 
when many lights have been thrown on his condud. But 3.t the period 
here alluaed to, the talk. was impratl::icable. Haw could the Whigs dif­
criminate whether .. is intrigues with Madborough, and his attempts to open· 
a negotiation with fame of their leaders, were intended merely to counteratl: 
the defigns of Oxford, or to decclve them j Of whether his correfpondence 
with Berwic·k. and the Pretender;was carried on with the view to promote or 
fruftrale their [chemes ? 

Refuted. But IUch conjeCtures do not ftrid.ly apply to the quellion in agitation, 
~tht:r intrigqes were not employed to fet afide the Hanover line, and 
to iDduce thp queen to affift in ' placing the Pretender on the throne? That 
ti01plc fact is incontrovertible, and affords a. Jufl:.ification of the Whigs, amI of 
thofe Tories who were ftie.nds to the Hanover line, that having knowledge of 
fuch cabals, or even entertaining ftrong prefumptions of them, they (hould ufe 
.every means to defeat thofe attempts. They were bound in duty to propofe 
{uch firong mea(ures as would awaken the Prote/tauts to a fenfe of their danger. 
and force the quun and minifiry to confent to fuch aCts, as were moft: likely to 
fccure the fucceffion; and they were to come forwards. rtpeatedly anti conti­
nually, 'that the Plfiions of Blen might not be fuffered to ileep, and thai the 
dangermigbt be.l:l!lJlile manifeft to the 'CIifcernment of the p)Jblk. They are 
t~uffi.ciently vindicated for felting apric.e on the Pretender's head j for 
ocnfidting with the-tgeoa:s of Hanover; for ad\'i6ng BlIon Schutz to demand 
the writ _itbe electond prince tQ.>bc called to the houfe of peeIl,.&Pd for 
infiltiog .hat he fhould be permitted to refide in .4ondon, '"though Oxford 
told the dako of .Kent, that to bring over one" the eleaoral family, would 
be to bring the .qUOSO'$ coffin to bet view. Here then is an unpl~ jufii'fica. 
~ioo of the Whigo, And of Walpole their zealous ~ltilOn, for fo do;<;jfivo:)y 

the fuetd' .. 
lion vUld;" 
cated. 

• Attrdgh's mi.Yin of a ccofercnce ",jib Sir R. Wa1role. 
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rndeavouring to eouatcraas in every legal m:umer, the defign! of the qu~n 
IUld the jacobil1:S. 

The la.ft fix mODth~ of the reign of Anoe', was II fearful perintl j big with 
atanm, during which the kingdom frood on the " pcrjloUJ 'tilt·" of domc!l.ic 
tOfllmotions and: foreign invafion. The nation was ~ivided into three Pdr~ 
ties, each differently lAterefted in regard to the fucceffion of the H.Jnovcr 
line. l ,ne Jacobitcs. hoftilc and exulting i the Tories, difatfl!Cl-cd. neutra.!. 
or lukewarm; the Whigs, always aCtive, yet occ:afionally defpollding, a.nxiou~ 
to avoid a civil war, yet uetl.'rmined to hazard their lives and fortunes in 
tupport of their religion and con!1:itution; and it is impoffiblc: to read the 
Stuart ud Hano\'cr Paper~, in M.lcpllcrfon's Collection for 1714. and the 
Memoirs of Berwick, and of the duke of Hamilton. without fhuddering at 

! lhe da'ngen which feemed likely to burn forth from the violence of thofe par­
ties, and the colliGan of difcordartt opinions. 

The earl of Chefterfield t was firmly convifl('cd, that if the queen had lim 
three months longer, the rdigion and libcrtie~ of this country would have been 
;11 imminent danger. The patience of.thc Whigs was nearly exhaufted. 
their apprehenfions increafed. and induced them to form aff'ociations for the 
protection of their religion and IjlJerties;. the people caught the alarm; many 
or the Tories began to fee the danger, and to aet in conjunction with the 
Whigs for the general fecurity. 

At this important crifis, the queen W3S fei zed _"ith a fudden ftroke of 
apoplexy. which took awa.y her fenfes, and foon occafioned ber death, Ai­
though (be had difmiffed 'Oxford, the had not yet nominated his fuccefi"or. 
and while Bolingbroke and his party were wavering, tbed",kes of Argyle and 
SomerCct entered the council chamber without being fummoned, and moved 
for an examioation of the phy6cians. The queen being pronounced in 
great donger, they .q..rented that it .... Deccaary to Iilll'j> the place of 
lord treafurer. and the duke of Shrewtbury "If propofed. The whole board 
aifenting, the queen, during & lucid interval, delivered to him the ~JWf. 
The privy counfe1Ion being flUlWoru:cl, Somen, .d other &iends to-the 
ProteJpm fuccefiiori. made their · aJlP'4IIIlnce t J and every pItlQultion was 
taken to quiet the public miod,.and to eafure the acce1l101l of the dctWr~of 
Hanover. Anne upited on tbe firft of Auguft '1'.' and Boliogb~ 
exprdfes himfelf in a ; letter to Swift, ~ Auguft 3. "The carl of Ox. 
ad was removed on Tufday i the qucc.ll died on Sunday. What a world 
• this, and how does fottu.oc bAnter us I" 
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