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P RET® A G E

T is unneceffary to offer an apology for {ubmitting to the Public,
the Memoirs of Sir RoperT WaLPOLE, which embrace a pe-
riod fo important in the annals of this country. It will be fufficient
to explain the motives which induced me to undertake this Work ;
to announce the plan; to ftate the authorities from which the mate~
rials are derived ; and to acknowledge abligations.

Nine years have elapfed fince I undertook to write The Hifforical
and Political State of Eurgpe; the plan of which was printed, and
fubmitted to the public. In the profecution of that work I ob-
tained accefs to various collections of original papers, particularly
thofe of the earls of Hardwicke, Harrington, and Peterborough,
and of Sir Benjamin Keene. It was in fuch forwardnefs, *that
the hiftories of Spain, Portugal, Auftria, the German conftitution,
Ruffia, and part of Pruffia and Sweden, were already prepared for the
prefs ; Fhad allo fketched the hiftories of the Italian States, Holland,
and France: feveral maps were finithed. Finding it unpoffible to
obtain in England fufficient information refpecting foreign countrics,
I vifited Germany in 1794, witha view to obtain an accurate know~
ledge of recent events.

On my retarn, I went to Wolterton, for the purpofe of infpeéting
the papers of Horatio lord Walpale, father of the prefent lord Wal-
pole, whofe interefting eorrefpondence, during his embaflies in France

b2 and
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and Holland, -were of the utmoft importance to my undertaking.
1 employed feveral months in perufing and arranging thefe papers.
In the courfe of this occupation, I traced motives of a&ion unknown
to hiftorians, which placed in a new light the foreign and domettic
tranfactions of the cabinet. I alfo derived, from the converfation of
lord and lady Walpole, many facts and anecdotes which elucidated the
events adverted to in the papers.

. The*progrefs of the French revolution, and the uncertain pofition
of Europe compelled me, notwithftanding the expence, and lofs of
time and labour, to fufpend my original defign, and to defer the com-
pletion of The biflorical and political fiate, till the return of more quiet
and favourable times.

With the (anction of lord Walpole, I propofed, therefore, to give
to the public’a felection of his father’s papers. In the courfe of
this undertaking, I met with feveral letters and papers of Sir Robert
Walpole, which made me folicitous to obtain farther information
concerning his character and adminiftration.

On my arrival in London, I had frequent converfations with the
late earl of Orford, who related many anecdotes of his father, which
led to further inquiries. It now infenfibly became a part of my plan,
to blend in the narrative, as many particulars relating to Sir Robert
Walpole as could be authenticated, and to infert, in the correfpon-
dence, as many of his letters as I could obtain.
~ This defign was promoted by the kindnefs of lord Orford, who im-
parted to me all his father’s papers whicp remained in his poffeffion,
and permitted me to ufg them at my difcretion, without the fmalle(t
controul. :

The conneétion and friendfhip which, for a long period, had fub-
fifted between Sir Robert Walpole, and his brother-in-law Charles
vifcount Townthend, naturally fuggefted. that the Townthend papers
muft afford confiderable information. - :

The acquifition of thefe important documents, led to the difco-

very
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very and communication of others, particulagly in the Hardwicke,
Grantbam, Waldegrave, and Poyntz collettivns.

With thefe fources of information, the work gradually expanded,
and Sir Robert Walpole from being a fecondary, became the piin-
cipal obje&t. I therefore interrupted the impreffion of lord Wal-
pole’s correfpondence, and poftponed that publication. I determined
to give to the world, the Memoirs of the Life and Adminiftration of
Sir Robert Walpole, drawn from thefe copious and original Yources,
and to illuftrate, by interefting and authentic documents, the tranfac-
tions of the bufy and eventful period, in which that minifter ated fo
con{picuous a part.

In purfuance of this extenfive plan, I found myfelf under the ne-
ceflity of difcuffing the interefts of Great Britain and of Europe, of
developing the intricacies of cabinets, of tracing motives of action,
of delineating chara@ers, and difcriminating the views of difcordant
politics.

Anxious to avoid an error, too common with biographers, that of
confidering only one fide of the queftion, I was no lefs fohicitous to
procure the papers of thofe who oppofed, than of thofe who fup-
ported the meafures of Sir Robert Walpole. With this view I ap-
plied for and obtained communications of the Stankope, Midleton,
Melcombe, and Egrement Papers. Thefe I have printed without in-
terpolation and without difguife, not omitting a fingle invective, but
leaving the reader to judgé between the partial eulogiums of Hervey,.
and the acrimonious reproaghes of Bolinebrolke.

The Plan of this work is to give an uninterrupted narrative of the
life and adminiftration of Sir Robert Walpole, illuftrated by original
correfpondence and authentic papers.

"The Memoirs, which are contained in the firft volume, are divided
into eight periods, comprehending a term of fixty-nine years, from.
his birth in 1676, to his death in 1745. .

The
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The Correfpondenee, which occupies the fecond and third vo-
lumes, is, for facility of reference, alfo divided into eight periods, ap-
plying to the fubjeds of the correfponding priods in the narrative.

The Authorities from which the materials are derived, may be
divided into PRINTED, ORAL, and MANUSCRIPT information.

PRINTED INFORMATION.

: Thoi;gh,this fource of intelligence is open to every writer, and an
omiffion to confult and compare the advocates on both fides of the
queftion, indicates either negligence or want of .candour, yet Smollett
and Belfbam, in their accounts of the times, have betrayed thefe
faults in the higheft degree. Dazzled by the eloquence of Pul-
teney, feduced by the fophiftry of Bolingbroke, or deluded by
the fpecioufnef(s of Chefterfield, they appear to have formed their
opinions without comparifon, to have ftigmatized the whole ad-
miniftration of Sir Robert Walpole, as an uniform mafs of cor-
ruption and f!cpravity, as a2 gloomy period, during which not a
fingle ray of light gleams through the impenetrable darknefs.
Though 1 have occafionally noticed the mifreprefentations of thefe
writers, yet, as Smollett quotes no authorities, and appears zever ta
have confulted the Journals, and cither partially or fuperficially to have
perufed the parliamentary debates ; and as Beltham is, in general, a
mere copyift of Smollett as to facts, though he differs from him in

“{peculations ; I have not relied on either as an authority.

The hiftory of England which I have principally confulted, is
the continuation of Rapin, publithed under the name of Tindal, but
principally written by Dr. Birch.  His papers in the Mufeum, and
in the Hardwicke Collection, which I have examined with f{cropu-
lous attention, and various other documents which were fubmitted to
his infpection, and to which I haye had accels, prove great accuracy
of refearch, judgment in felection, and fidelity in narration. He
derived confiderable affiftance from perfons of political ‘eminence,

particularly
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particularly the late lord Walpole, the late earl of Hardwicke, and
the honourable Charles Yorke *. Birch was a ftaunch Whig, but his
political opinions have never led him to forget his duty as an hifto-
rian. He has not garbled or falfified debates, or miftated facts; he has
not wantonly traduced charaéters, or acrimonioufly reviled indivi-
duals, becaufe they efpoufed the caufe which he difapproved; but
in his whole work, whether he praifes or blames, there is a manly
integrity and candid temperance, which muft recommend him to
the difcerning reader. . '

It naturally became a part of my tafk to confult all works which
treat of the life and adminiftration of Sir Robert Walpole 5 and it is
remarkable, that except political pamphlets, which were confined to
temporary and {pecific objets, my utmoft refearch could enly difcover
two publications. ' 3

The firft is, “ A critical Hiftory of the Adminiftration of Sir Robert
« Walpole, now Earl of Orford, colleéted chiefly from the Debates
¢ in Parliament, and the political Writings on both Sides, 1743.”
This anonymous work is centemptible both in matter and ftyle.
It is, with few exceptions, a mere compilation from the moft
virulent oppofition pamphlets, but is ufeful as an index of the
points which, at the time, drew moft attention, and as containing
an account of the moft remarkable publications on both fides.

The fecond is * Hiftoiee du Miniftere du Chevalier #alpoo/ de~
“ venu Miniftre d’ Angleterre, et Comte d'Oxford, Amfterdam, 1764,
“ in three volumes:” This work is principally gompiled from the
preceding publication, although the author affedts greater impartia-
lity, and frequently turns the moft viralent cenfures into the moft
fulfome panegyric. The writer is fo ignorant as to call him earl of
Oxford, and fo deficient in point of information, that the whole pe-

* The account of the partition treary was written by the lute varl of Hardwicke.

The. account ot lord Somers’s proument ingBarker’s cale, was written by his great

_whew, the late Mr. C. Yarke. I can alfo trace numerous communications by Horace
alpole, though they cannot be fo ealily fpecified. o

: riod,,
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riod, from the déclaration of war againft Spain in 1739, to the re-
fignatien of the minifter in 1742, is contained in fourteen lines. From
fources fo partial and deficient, little information could be derived..

I have carefully confulted the political writings of the times, on
both fides of the queftion. 1 have perufed with the fame attention
the moft violent inve&ives, and party ftatements againft the minifter,
as well as thofe that were written in his favour, and from a fcrupu-
lous comparifon of both have endeavoured to extraé the truth.

Thefe works are too numerous to recapitulate. To the political
writings of Bolingbroke, Pulteney, and Chefterfield, I have paid pe-
culiar attention, and fcrutinized them with a clofe, and, I trudt, an
impartial infpection.

The ¢ Craftfman,” which commenced in 1727, was the great vehi-
cle of oppofition eflays. This paper,as it always contaimed the ftrength
of the arguments urged againft the meafures of government, detailed
with great eloquence and wit, has been aflidueufly examined. The
Political State of Great Britain, the Hiftorical Regifter, and Annals
of Europe, ample and not incorreét periodical publications, have
contributed information with refpe@ to domeftic events, points of
chronology, and debates in parliament.

'I have derived collateral affiftance from the Gentleman's and
London Magazines, which were ably-conducted.

I have occafionally collected the fubftance of debates from Chan-
.dler’s Parliamentary Proceedings, to the general accuracy of which,
though recently called in quettion, feveral reafons have induced me
to give credit,

1. They are taken from the contemporary papers, fuch as the
Hiftorical Regifter, and the Political Btate of Great Britain; the
authors of which were frequently fupplied with notes and wemoran-
dums by members of parlisment. From'the year 17%s; when the
‘Bebates were no'longer publiftred: in‘the Political State,;: the (pesches
were given in the Gentleman’s Magazine by Guthrie, and in the

Lonidon
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London Magazine by Gerden, both of whom conftantly attended in
the gallery of the houfe, and received information from members of
parliament.

2. There are among the Walpole and Oxrford papers minutes of
Sir Robert Walpole's {pecches, and occafional notes, taken by him
in the houfe of commons, of thofe of other members. Incomparing
thefe minutes and notes with the {peeches in Chandler, I generally
find the leading expreflions preferved in the debates; which proves the-
authenticity of thofe particular {peeches, and furnithes a ftrong pre-
fumption in favour of the reft.

3. Several letters, which I have publifhed in the Carrefpondence,
contain brief accounts of the parliamentary proceedings, and in"moft
inftances accord with the printed debates.

4. Sir Robert Walpole told his fon, the late earl of Orford, that
bis fpeeches were in genesal faithfully reprefented in the publig

ints.

i 5. Lord Bath affured the prefent bithop of Salifbury, Dr. Douglas,
that mofk of his {peeches were corretly given, yet better than he had
delivered them.

From the 1gth of November, 1740, many of the debates were
written by Dr. Johnfon, and publifhed in the Gentleman's Magazine.
Doubts have arilen concerning their authenticity. Some of John-
fon’s biographers have declared that they were partly compafed by
himfelf; another, Sir John Hawkins, that they were wholly a¢ti-
tious; and Johnfon himfelf is faid to have confefled, that they
were pot authentic, and excepting their general import, were the
work of his own imagination.

‘This account, however, is not perfectly confonant to fact. Either
Johnfon deceived himfelf into an exaggeration of his own powers,
or his bidgraphers miftook his aflertion. The real truthis, that
Jahafon ' conflantly teecived -notes and heads of the fgeeches from

Vou. L. i perfons
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perfons employed by Cave, and particularly from Guthrie. The
bithop' of Salifbury recolle@s to have feen fevera) of thefe notes,
which Guthriec communicated to him on the very day on whicl
he obtained them, which were regularly tranfmitted to Johafon,
and formed the bafis of his orations,

ORAL AND MANUSCRIPT INFORMATION.

WarrorLr: PAPERS.

My firft and warmeft acknowledgments are due to lord Walpole,
for the papers of his father Horatio, the firft lord Walpole of Wolter-
ton, brother of Sir Robert Walpole, and embaffador in France and
Holland. This colle¢tion has afforded the moft ample materials.

*It contains his original correfpondence, both public and private, as
well abroad as in England ; many confidential letters which paffed
between him, the queen, and Sir Robert Walpole; varions docu-
ments, memorials, and political differtations, which afford the cleareft
infight into foreign affairs, and prove his attive and indefatigable
cxertions.

A fpecific detail of this collection, which occupies no lefs than
one hundred and forty folio volumes, muft be referred to a future
publication, in which I purpofe to give a fele@ion of the moft inte-
reﬂ'.mg letters not inferted in this work.

am alfo indebted to lord \Valpole for many interefting anec-
det:s and explanations, which he had from his father.

Orrorp PAPERS.

-The late ¢arl of Orford, third fon of Sir Robert Walpele, favoured

me with actefs to all the papers of his fathersemaining in his pof-
feflion.

Had
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Had this colle&ion been preferved entire, it would have been in-
valuable and unparalleled, both for extent and importance, bat fome
have been deltroyed, others difperfed, and many loft. When he rztired
from office, the minifter deftroyed alarge quantity. Not long befoie

" his death he faid to his fon, “ Horace, when'I am gone, you will find
many curious papers in the drawer of this table,” and mentioned,
among others, the memorial which had been drawn up by Boling-
broke, and prefented by the duchefs of Kendal to the king. When
his fon, fome time after his death, infpected the drawer, the papers
were loft, and were never afterwards recovered. In relating this
anecdote, the late earl of Orford declared his opinion that ‘the pa-
pers had been either inadvertently deftroyed by his elder brother, or
ftolen by a fteward. Several letters belonging to®this collection
were given to the late lord Walpole, and are preferved at Wolterton.
Notwithftanding thefe defalcations, the collection ftill contains many
documents of high importance, of which I have availed myfelf.

To lord Orford I am highly indebted for numerous faéts and
anecdotes relating to Sir Robert Walpole, which nobody but him-
felf could have- authenticated. In gratefully acknowledging thefe
favours, I feel it my duty to pay a juft tribute to his candour He
repeatedly faid, “ You will remember that I am the fon of Sir
Robert Walpole, and therefore muft be prejudiced in his favour.
Fa&s I will not mifreprefent or difguife, but myopinions and refle¢tions
on thofe fadts you will receive with caution, ahd adopt or reje@ at
your difcretion.” Although he tettifieda patural {olicitude to fee the
memoirs of his father, yet %e not unfrequently exprefied his withes
that the work might not appear while he was alive, left it might be
thought that from motives of delicacy, I had not delivered my fen-
timents with freedom.

c 3 TOWNSHEND
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TowNSHEND PAPERS.

I am obliged to the marquis Townfhend for accefs to the papers
of his grandfather Charles, the fccond vifcount Townfhend, who
was plenipotentiary at Gertruydenberg and at the Hague, and principal
fecretary of ftate. Lord Townfhend’s mafterly letters to George
t}l; Firft; the notes between George the Second and him ; the confi-
dential intercourfe which he regularly maintained with his brother in
law, Sir Robert Walpole, while he was at Hanover; have materially
tontributed to illuftrate thofe tranfa&ions in which the brother mi-
nifters had a principal fhare.

HAarRpwickE PAPERSs.

To my noble friend the earl of Hardwicke, I gratefully acknow-
ledge my obligations for the ufe of his colletion. From it T have
been fupplied with various papers, memorandums, and narratives of
his grandfather, the lord chancellor, and of the late earl of Hardwicke ;
letters from the duke of Newcaitle ; the confidential correfpond-
ence between Sir Robert Walpole and lord Townfhend, and the pa-
pers of Sir Luke Schaub, together with other documents of im-
portance.

SYyDNEY PAPERS.

I am indebted to lord Sydney for the communication of letters
which belonged to his father, the honourable Thomas Townthend,
fecond .fon of Charles vifcount ‘Townfhend, and the confidential
friend of Sir Robert Walpole. The kindnefs of lord Sydney, and
his brother, Charles Townthend, Efquire, has alfo fupplied many
anecdotes derived from the converfition of their father.

WALDEGRAVE PAPERS.
To the Countefs of WALDEGRAVE, I am obliged for fubmit-
ting to my infpection the difpatches of her grandfather James, firft
§ cafl
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earl of Waldegrave, ducing his embaflies at Vienna and Paris, from
1727 to 1740 Among other puints of fecret hiftory, they detail
many interefting converfations with Cirdinalt Fleury, and with
Chauvelin, keeper of the feals.  They contain alfo various letters ta
and from Sir Robert Walpole, of the moft private and confidential
natuiz, which are printed in the Correfpondence.

In addition to thefe, I have to enumerate other communications
made in the moft liberal and obliging manner, and to offer my grate-
ful acknowledgments :

HARRINGTON PAPERS.

To the earl of Harrington, for the correfpondence of his grand-
father William Stanhope, firft earl of Harrington, who was envoy and
embaflador at Madrid, plenipotentiary at the congrefs of Soiffons,and
fecretary of ftate. Alfo for fome papers of Charles Stanhope, elder
brother of the firft earl of Harrington, who was private and confi-
dential fecretary to earl Stanhope, and fecretary to the treafury under
the earl of Sunderiand. This collection fupplied me with many
interefting letters, which relate to the fchifm in the adminiftration
in 1716, and a confidential correfpondence between Newcaftle and
Harrington, previous to the difmiffion of lord Townfhend.

GRANTHAM PAPERS.

To lady Grantham, for the papers of Sir Thomas Robinfon,
firft lord Grantham, who was confidential fegretary to lord Wal-
pole, dusing his embafly in France, and envoy and plenipotentiary
at Vienna, Thefe docuinents comprife an interefting account of the
negotiations and tranfadtions between Great Britain and the houfe
of Auftria, during a period of eighteen years.

PoynTZ .

XXy
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PovyNTZz PAPERS.

To Stephen Poyntz, Efgaire, for various communications from
the papers of his father Stephen Poyntz, Efquire, confidential fecre-
tary of lord Townthend, envoy to the court of Sweden, and one of
the plenipotentiaries at the congrefs of Soiffons.

KeeNE PAPERS.

"To Benjamin Keene, Efquire, for the papers of his uncle Sir Ben-
jamin Keene, fo long, and with fuch diftinguifhed eminence, envoy
and embaffador at Madrid.

CampeerLr PAPERS.

To Archibald Campbell, Efquire, for the papers of his grand-
father, Archibald earl of Ilay, and duke of Argyle ; in which I had

the good fortune to find feveral original letters of Sir Robert Wal«
pole.

Devonsuire Parers.

To the late worthy and much regretted lord John Cavendith,
for feveral interefting letters, in the pofleffion of the duke of Devon-
thire, written by Sir Robert Walpole, the marquis of Hartington,
and Sir Robert Wilmot, to William duke of Devonfhire, lord licute-
nant of Ireland, a thort time previous to the refignation of Sir Robert
Walpole.

ETtovcH PAPERs.

To John Plumptre, Efquire, for the papers of the Rev. Henry
Etough, re&or of Therfield, Hertfordihire, “Thefe papers form a
valuable mafs of intélligence. . They contain fketches of the reigns
of William, Anne, Ge¥rge the Firft and Second; numerous ac-
counts of Bir Robert Walpole, which he obtained in converfation,
either from the minifter himfelf or Horace Walpole, the minntes ‘of

which,
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which, in various inftances, he noted down.. They comprife much
information derived from Mr. Scrope, fecretary to the treafury, and
other perfons whofe authorities he conftantly cites; and a long and
iuterefting correfpondence with Horace Walpole.  Etough was
a man of great refearch and eager curiofity, replete with prejudice,
but idolizing Sir Robert Walpole. In the examination of thefe
ample documents, I have only adopted fuch parts as were m my
judgment entitled to full credit. ' |

The following are the principal articles in this colle&tion, of whigh
I have availed myfelf : A Mifcellany, being Minutes of feveral Con-

verfations while Sir Robert Walpole, and when Lord Orford, on feveral -

Subjeéts, from 1734 to 1744, with fome Particulars relating to his lateft
Tranfa&ions.”——* Minutes of a Converfation with Sir Robert Wal-

pole, on theAttempt of Lord Bolingbrokeand the Duchefsof Kendal, to’

obtain his Difmiffion in 1727.” Printed in the Correfpondenee.sm—
« An imperfeét Effay on the Charater and Behaviour of the late
Earl of Orford, addrefled to the right honourable Horatio Walpole,
Efquire.” « Minutes of two Conferences with Horatio Walpole
at Putney, Auguft 6th and 2oth, 1752.”——- Minutes of a Conver-
fation with'the right honourable Horace Walpole, Efquire, Novems
ber 3, 1755, "——* Obfervations on the Ele@ions in 1734 and 41,
relative to lord Orford,”——¢ Minutes of a Converfation with
Mr.Scrope, fecretaryto the Treafury, relating to the Arrangement of
the new Miniftry on the Acceffion of George the Second.” Printed
in the Correfpondence.

WesToN PAPERS.

To the Rev. Charles Wefton, prcbendary of Durham, for com-
munications from the papers of his father, Edward Wefton, Efquire,
“undér fecretary of ftate; containing, among other interefting particu-
‘Yars, Jetters from Sif Robert »Wnipolt s -lord Townfhend, on the
arrival

xxvil
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arrival of the dukeof Ripperda in England, and a manly remonftranee,
of lord Townthend to the king, diffuading the journey to Hanover ;
which the reader will find in the Corre(pondence.

OnsLow PAPERS,

. To lcrd Onflow, for fome very interefting remarks of f{peaker
Onflow, on various parts of Sir Robert Walpole's conduct, with
anectotes of the principal leaders of oppofition. Printed in the Cor-
refpondence.

AstLE PAPERS.

To Thomas Aftle, Efquire, keeper of the records at the Tower,
for various communications from his private colletion of manu-
{cripts, particularly, correfpondence of the earl of Clarendon, during
his mifflion at Hanover, and letters from fecretary St, John to Drum-
mond ; which are printed in the Correfpondence.

STANHOPE PAPBRS.

, The fchifm in the Whig adminiftration divided Walpole and
Stanhope, and converted their long eftablithed friendfhip into bitter
enmity. As the charaéter of James, firft earl of Stanhope, was fe-
verely arraigned by Town(hend and Walpole, candour impelled me
to apply to his reprefentative, the prefent earl, for any documents in
his poffeflion, which might tend to viadicate his mémary from thofe
afperfions. This requeft was acceded to in the moft liberal manner,
and thofe papers have materially tended to clucidate the tranfaétions
of that period.

MiprzTON PAPERS.

% am indebted to lord Midleton for the papers of his grandfather,
the chanceller of leeland, which develope the hiftory of Wood's
patent,
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patent, and comprife feveral letters from his brother Thomas Bro-
drick, chairman of the committec of fecrecy in the South Sea inquiry,
and of his fon Saint John Brodrick ; moft of thefe are replete with
the fevereft farcafms and invectives againft the minifter.

EGREMONT PAPERs.

To the earl of Egremont, for the letters of lord Bolingbroke o his
grandfather Sir William Wyndham, remarkable for that anima-
tion, elegance of ftyle, plaufibility of argument, and virulence of in-
ve&ive, which diftinguifh his writings. They contain the moft fe-
vere animadverfions on the condu@ and principles of Sir Robert
Walpole, and are filled with the moft bitter reproaches agamnit his
meafures: I have thought it my duty not to fupprefs @ fingle pa-
ragraph which refle¢ted on the adminiftration of the minifter.

PurTENEY PAPERS.

-To Sir William Pulteney, for the papers of his wife’s father Da~
niel Pulteney, who was commiffioner of the board of trade, lord of
the admiralty, who became the ftrenuous opponent of Sir Robert
Walpole, and wrote againft him with great feverity in the « Craft{-
man.”

MEeLcoMBE PAPERS,

To Henry Penruddocke Wyndham, Efquire, for the papers
of George Dodington, Lord Melcombe, from which I have Jje-
leGted feveral private letters, animadverting, with much acriimony,
on the condué and fyftem of Sir Robert Walpole, extolling the prin-
ciples and dire@ing the views of that oppolfition which drove hun
from the hchE: o

Yor. L. d To
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To Dr. Douglas, bithop of Salifbury, I am indebted for feveral

interefting particulars, derived from daily converlations, during
an intimate intercourfe of many years with his friend and patron
the carl of Bath. While I gratefully acknov ledge my oblipations
to this learned and highly-refpe@ed prela e, for much valuable in-
formation” during the progrefs of this work, 1 fecl extraordinary gra-
tification in refleting that the Jen~oirs of Sir Robert Walpole have
 derived affitance from the fitend of lhus great oppouunt, William
Pulteney.

Governor Pownall claims my grateful acknowledgments for the
communication of a very ingenious and able effay on the condut and
principles of Sir Robert Walpole, wlich places the mimfter ina new
point of view. It is nferted in the Correfpondence.

With the aflitance of thefe extenfive fources of information, I have
been enabled to elucidate many parts of fecret hiftory, either totally
unknown, or wholly mifreprefented, and to trace the motives of
action which influenced the conduct of the minifter, and direted the
views of the Britith cabinet.

I have not been biafled by the prejudices of party hatred or party
affection. I have always confidered the conneétions and principles of
the perfons from whom I derived political information, and after duly
weighing all the circumftances, have equally avoided the extremes
an cither fide.

It has naturally been my principal’ object to trace and difcufs
thofe events, which perionally relate to Sir Robert Walpole, either
in his public or private character, and in which he was either di-
re&ly or eventually concerned. In the courfe of my inquiries, and
w the perufal of the numerous documents to which I have had ac-
cefs, I obtained information of various collateral circumftances, and

of
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of nurherous characters, which though they did not immediately at-
tach to the life of the minifter, yet were conne@ed with the tranf-
aftions which he either influenced or direted. Hence I have been
led to make occafional digreffions, in order to elucidate interefting but
obfcure points of hiftory. T have alfo introduced biographical me-
moirs of eminent perfons, who were either the oppofers or favourcrs
of the minifter, whofe characters the papers and documents ih my
pofleffion have enabled me to illuftrate.

Fully aware of the uncertainty of tradition, I have been extremely
cautious to confine myfelf to the narroweft limits. I have never
once adopted the hearfay of a hearfay, and have paid no attention
to any anecdotes or faéts except fronr thofe who durived their in-
formation from perfons of veracity, that were themfelves engaged in
the tranfactions of the times, and who avthenticated their narratives.

I have, in general, quoted my authorities, and though in fome
inftances 1 have omitted to enumerate them, that I might avoid the
appearance of affe@ation, yet I can fafely aver, that I have not ad-
vanceda fingle fa& in the whole work, of the truth of which I have
not been convinced by the-moft unexceptionable evideMe.

In a few inftances I have colleéted the fubftance of the minifter’s
fpecches from parliamentary minutes in his own hand writing.
From thefe memorandums I have particularly drawn his fpeeches
again{t the peerage bill, on propofing the excife {cheme, in oppofing
Sir John Barnard’s plan for the reducion of intereft, and in reply:
to the motion made by Sandys to remove him.

I have {crupuloufly avoided all allufions to the tranfactions which
are now pafling before us, left I might have been tempted to
make my work the vehicle of panegyric: or invedive, aid have:
fallen into an error not uncommon with. [peculative writeis, who!
iudge of remote falts by recent circumftances, and affectedly affi—

milate:
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milate the events of paft ages with the tranfactions of the pre«
fent day. ;

I cannot clofe this Preface without paying a juft tribute of gra-
titude to my ingenious friend Mr. Adolphus, for the advantages

which I have derived from his literary afliftance in prcp:lring thefe
Memoirs for the prefs.

March 10, 1708,



ADDITIONAL CORRECTIONS

For the Memoirs of Sir Rosert WALPOLE.

_Smcz the publication of thefe Memoirs, the author has difcovered fome
inaccuracies, which the reader is requefted to correft.

Vol. L. Preface, p. xix. l. 2. of the note, for Barker's cafe, read the
Banker's cale.—P. 2. 1, 7. dele eleffed.

In p. 63. It is afferted, that Sir Horatio Townlhend was created a peer
én 1682, that his fon Charlesdord Townfhend, took his feat in the houfe
of peers in 1696, and that being of a Tory fumily, he attached himfelf fo
ftrongly to that party, that he figned the protefl refpesting the impeackment of
the Wiig lor ds.

Sir Horatio Townfhend was created a baron in 1661, and raifed to the
digmity of wiliownt iv 1682, Charles lord Townfhend took his feat in
December 1697.  His family could not be called a Tory famuly, as the
difliné&tions of Whig and Tory had only taken place a fhort time before
his father’s death. The inference, that he attached himielf to the Tories
becaufe he figned the proteft refpecting the impeashment ,of the Whig
lords, is not fufficicntly founded. 1. It appears that feveral peers who alfo
figned the proteft, were known Whigs. 2. This proteft was mercly upona
collateral point. It ftated, that it was contrary to the proceedings in par-
liament to take notice in that houfe of what was reprefented only by fome
lords to have pafled in the other. 3. Townlhend did not fign any of the
other protefts re[pecting the impeachment of the Whig lords.

In p. 83 and 180. The countefls of Platen, miftrefs of Erneflt Auguftus,
is confounded with the countefs of Platen her damghter-in-law, who was
mother of Amalia, married to the count de St. Ilorentin. The confufion
of German genealogies, and the want of authentic documents, have ren-
dered 1t difhicult to alcertain every particular refpecting the families of
Platen, Kilmanfeck, and Schulenburgh.

Inftead of the firft fix lines, p. 83. read, His other miffrefs was Sophia
Charlotte, wife of baron Kilmanfeck, mafler of the horfe, from whom fhe was
feparated. In 1721 jle was created countefs of Leinfler in the kingdom of Ire-
land, and in 1722 madesa Britifk peerefs, by the title of baronefs of Brentford
and countefs of Darlington. .

Inp. 167. L. 25 for Sir Jofepk, read Sir Fonathan Trelawney.—P. 16g.
L. 20, 22. read Layer having been tried and condemned, and bills of pains and
penalties having been paffed againfl the inferior agents, Kelly and Plunket,
&Ge—P. 177. . 26, 27. dele and Stankope—P. 195. 1. 9. for who had ever
been, read who fince the reign of Fames the Firff had been—P. 533. 1. 27.
dele fince the revolution—P. 627. 1. 3. dele almgf without a divifion.—P.
63 % ). 27. for kaving read leaving.—P. 655. ). 26. for brother read nephew.
—P. 656. note, L. 5. for nephew read coufin.—P. 683. 1. 23. for Irwin read
Edwin—P. 718. 1. 24. for frvm read 20.—P. 725. L 33. for increafe read
decreafe.

Vol. II. p. 289. L. 6. for Hoadley read Millis,==P. 647, dele the marginal
note,



M EM OT1IRS

OF

SsR ROBERT WALPOLFE,

PERIOD THE FIRST:
From his Birth, to the Acceflion of Georck the Firft;
1676—1714.

e

CHAPTER THE FIRST: 11676-—1701.

Family. — Birth. — Talents.— Education. — Commry Pourfuits. — Marriage, =
Paternal Efiate.

HE anceftors of Sir Robert Walpole,. who was the eighteenth male of Period 1.
T his family, in a lineal defcent, may be traced from the conqueft. They 16761017144
took their furname, according to the cuftom of thofe days, from the town of “———’
Walpole, in Norfolk, on the borders of Lincolnfhire, where they had theip TAM*™
refidence, untione of them exchanged the fa.m:lr feat for Houghton, in the
fame county *.

Sir Edward Walpole, his grandfather, was eleCted member for the borough
of Lynn Regp. in the convention patliament, affembled in April 1660, and
votcd for the reftoration of Charles the Second. As a recompence for his
zeal in the royal caufe, he was.created Knight of the Bath. He was remarkable
for his eloguence and mgh in parliament, and once, on a warm altercation in
the houfe, he fuggefted an expedient which was immediately adopted by both

# Annexed Genealogical Table. Edmon{od® Baronegmum. Collins’s Pecrage; Article, Earl
of Ortord. Documents among the Orford Papets,

Vor. L B parlies,
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paities, for which Waller the' poet, in a high ftrain-of panegyric, irorifcally
propofed that he fhould be fent to the Tower, for not havmg fooner com-
poled the difpute when he had it in his power *.  He died in 1667.

Robert, the eldeft fon and heir of Sir Edward Walpole, fat in parliament
for the borough of Caftle Rifing, in the county of Norfolk, from the firfl
vear of William and Mary, till his deceafe in November 1700. He was
clected deputy lieutenant, and colonel of the militia, in the county of Norfolk,
and took @s active a fhare as his fituation and circumftances permitted in for-
warding. the Revolution. He confiderably improved his eftate by his pru-
dent management ; educated a large family with much credit, and was held
in great eftimation by the Whig party, whofe meafures he appears to have
uniformly fupported. He had by his wife Mary, only daughter and heirefs of
Sir Jeffery Burwell, of Rougham, in Suffolk, nineteen cluldren, of whom
Robert, aftcrwards Sir Robert Walpole +, and Earl of Orford, the fubject
of thefe Memoirs, was the third fon.

B feems to be'an error not uncommon in mankind, to endeavour to exalt
the merit of favourite and eminent characters, by falfe and exaggerated en-
comiums, and to attribute {olely to nature, what is ufually the combined effect
of nature, education, and accident. The voice of friendthip, admiration, or
flattery, has declared, with a fimilay prejudice, that Sir Robert \Walpole was
born a minifter. 1t was faid of him, that he was endowed with a genius
for calculation; and that the method which he adopted in fettling ac-
counts, was a myflery underftood only by himfelf. Others of his admirers
confidered application in him as not neceflary, becaufe he knew every thing
by intuition. But truth and impartiality rejeél fuch unqualified aflertions,
and the events of lis early life will (hew that the natural talents of Walpole,
were rather {olid than brilliant, and that his acquirements were the fruit ot
confiderable induftry.

He received an excellent education. He came early into parliament;
fpoke at firft indifferently, until habit and pragtice rendered him an able de-
bater. He was promoted to an office in the admiralty in the 28th year of
his age ; became fecretary at war at thirly ; was trained to bufinefs under
Marlborough’ and Godolphin; and managed the houfe of commons during
the Whig adminiftration. Being deprived of his place,he diftinguifhed him-
felf in oppofition ; was perfeguted by the Tories, and confidered as a martyr
by the Whigs. He promoted, with unabated zeal, the Proteftant fucceffion,
and was rewarded for his fervices with the place of paymafter of the forces by

4 Kdes Walpoliane.
4 The early traits in the life of Sir Robert Walpole, were principally communicated by his
{on Horace, the late earl of Orford,
4 the
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SIR ROBERT WAILPOLE,

the new [overeign, whom he had affifted in fixing upon the throne. Thus
educated and imared to bufinefs, having thus ferved under government, and
.acted in oppofition, he was placed at the head of the treafury. In this fitua-
tion, adored by his family, beloved by lns friends, and efteemed by his party,

he was courted and idolized.

His facility for tranfacting bufincfs, and Lis

talents for calculation, were confidered by his fond admirers as the gift of
nature, when, in reality, they were the refult of education, affiduity, and ex-

perience.

Robert Walpole was born at Houghton on the 26th of Auguft 1676 *,

* There is great confufion, and difference
of opinion, wnﬁ‘l- regard to the age of Sir Ro-
bert Walpole. He him{tIf waites, in his letter
to general Churchill, June 24th 1943; “ No
difgrace attends me fince Snaty-feven.’ Ac-
cording therefore to this account he muft have
been bornin 1675, and diell aged 6g, or in his
yoth year. His fon Horace, the jate Earl of
Oiford, confirmed this account, and told ne
that, had he lived till the 26th of Augult 1743,
he would have been 70.—=The regifter at
Houghton gives no account of his birth or time
of baptifm; but his death is thus recorded :
A. D. 1745. The right honourable earl ot
Orford died March 18, and was buried the 2 sth,
m the 68th year of his age.—At the bottom of
the fame page, in another hand, is, * The

AGE OF MY

Sufan was born - - i
Mary
hdward
Burwell
Rosexrt
John
Horatio
Chriftopher
Elizabeth
Elizabeth
Galfridus
Anne
Dorothy
Bufan
Mordaunt :
A boy ftill-born - - -
Charles - - -
William — ~= - - =
A daughter ftill-born |

LY LY
] L]

[

L]

Librrnd

great Sir Robert Walpole, earl of Orford, de-
parted tlus life the 18th March 174%, aged
“ 68 Years, and was interred-the 25 D? Ve
According to Collins’s Peerage, and the Gen-
tleman’s Magazine, Lie was 71 at the time of his
death, which would place s birth 1 16744
The regifter of huis birth by his mother
fettles the difpute. The reverend Horace
Hammond, re@or of Great Mafingham, in
Norfulk, great nephéw to Sir Robert Walpole,
to whom %[ am obliged for the abovementioned
extracts from the panfh regifter, favoured me
with an acccount of the births of all the children
of Robert and Mary Walpole, regiftered in her
own hand, in & book which is in his poflef-

ﬁon.

CHILDREN.

6th June - - - 1674
Bth June - - - 1673,
23d Juné - - - 1674.
6th Auguft - - 675,
26th Auguft - - 16%6.
3d September - 1677
8th December - 1678,
zoth February - 167q.
24th March - - 168%.
16th Oftober - - 1682,
igth March - = 1683
o6th Apnl - - 1685,
18th September - 1686,
sth December - 1687,
13th December - 1688,
Bth Apuil - - 16gw,!
goth June - = 1691,
7th Apul <« - 1693
zoth January - - 3634,

Hoe

Chapter 1.
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He received the firft rudiments of learning at a private feminary at Maffing.-
ham, in Norfolk, and completed his education on the foundation at Eton,
under Mr. Newborough, who appears to have been diftinguifhed for his
knowledge, and to bave raifed the fchool to a high degree of eminence.
Walpole was naturally indolent, and difliked application, but the emula-
tion of a public feminary, the alternate menaces and praifes of his matter,
the maxim repeatedly inculcated by his father, that he was a younger
brother, and that his future fortune in life depended folely upon his
own exertions, overcame the original inertnefs of Lis difpefition. Before he
quitted Eton, he had fo confiderably improved himfelf in claffical literature,
as to bear the character of an excellent fcholar. A peculiar fondnefs for
Horace *, marked his good fenfe, and even after his retirement from public
life, when he had long difcontinued his early ftudies, he was by no means de-
ficient in the knowledge of the Greek language. His talents for oratory
began to develop themfelves at a very early period, for his fchool-mafter
being informed that feveral of his former fcholars who had been educated at
Eton, and particularly St. John, had diftinguifhed themfelves for their elo-
quence in the houfe of commons, replied, * But I am impatient to hear that
Robert Walpole has {poken, for I am convinced that he will be a good orator.”

On the 22d of Apnl 1696 +, he was admitted a {cholar at King’s { College,
in the univerfity of Cambridge. During his refidence, he was feized with the
fmall-pox, which was of a moft malignant fort ; and he continued for fome
time in imminent danger. Do&or Brady, the famous hiftorical advocate for
the Tory principles of the Englifh confhitution, who was his phyfician, faid
w0 one of the fellows of King’s College, warmly attached to the fame party ;
« We muft take care to fave this young man, or we fhall be accufed of
“ having purpofely neglected him, becaufe he is fo violent a Whig.” It was
indeed principally owing to his kind and affiduous attention, that Walpole
recovered. Notwithftanding Brady's political prejudices, he was fo much
pleafed with the fpirit and difpofition of his young patient, that he obferved,
with an affeCtionate attachment, “ His fingular efcape feems to me a fure in-
“ dication that he is referved for important ptrpofes.” In the latter period
‘of his life, when the prediction had been fulfilled, this anecdote was frequently
related by Walpole with a complacency, which fhewed that it had made a

= He was accuftomed to give his fon, the t Regifter of King’s Colleﬁc.
Iste earl of Orford, fubjeéts for his Latin com- 1 A colle®tion being made, after he wrs
jons, and he almoft always took them prime minifter, for the new building at King's
from Hormace. Lord Orford uled to recolleft Col.le'g:;l he fubfcribed £. soo, and on receiving
two themes which were applicable to his fitua~  the thanks of the provoft and fellows, he re-
tion zs firft minifter : 25""“1 deferve no thanks, I have only paid
Principibus placuiffe viris pon sitima lsox ent, my board,”
Hon cuivis hominl centiagit adire Corinthum,
deep



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE, 5

deep impreflion on hAis mind, and proved his fatisfaition at the recollettion Chapter 1.
of an event that'feemed to anticipate his fubfequent elevation. 16601701,

At college he formed a ftri& intimacy with Hare and Bland, who were
members of the fame foundation, and in every fituation of life, fhewed an af- :
fectionate regard for the friends of his early youth. He raifed Hare, who
afterwards ably diftinguifhed himfeif in defending the meafures of the Whig
adminiftration, to the bifhopric of Chichefter, and promoted Bland to the
provoitfhip of Eton College, and deanery of Durham.

On the death of his elder furviving brother, in 1698, becoming heir pyrennar
to the paternal eftate, he refigned his fcholarfhip on the 25th of May, Estare.
He had been originally defigned for the church, and was frequently heard
to fay, with the confidence which charaéterifes an afpiring mind, that if fuch
a deftination had taken place, inftead of being prime minifter, he fhould have
been archbithop of Canterbury. Fortunately the fupcrﬁm&ure of his edu-
<ation was made before the death of his elder brother, for after that event he
relapfed into his natural indolence, and, the impulfe of neceflity being re-
moved, no longer continued to profecute his ftudics for the purpofe of purfu-
ing a liberal profeflion. His father alfo affifted in withdrawing him from
literary occupations. He immediately took his fon from the univerfity, en-
deavoured to fix him in the country, and make him attend to the improve-
ment of his eftate : with that view he employed him once a week in fuperin-
tending the fale of his cattle at the neirrhbouring towns, and fcemed ambitious
that his fon (hould become the firft grazier in the county. His father was of a
jovial difpofition, and often pufhed to excefs the pleafures of the table : the hol~
pitable manfion of Houghtonwas much frequented by the neighbouring gentry,
and the convivial temper of Walpole accorded with the feenes of ruftic
jollity. At thefe meetings the father occafionally fupplied his glafs with a
double portion of wine, adding, * Come Robert, you thall drink twice, while I
drink once; for I will not permit the fon, in his fober fenfes, to be witnefs to
the intoxication of his father.”” His mornings being thus engaged in the oc-
cupations of farming, or in the {ports of the field, of which He was always ex-
tremely fond, and his evenings baffed in feftive fociety, he had no leifure for
literary purfuits.

On the zoth of July 1700, he married, in Kinightfbridge Chapel *, Ca-
therine, daughter of Sir John Shorter, lord mayor of London, a .woman
of exquifite beauty and accomplifhed manners, and the amufements of
London fucceeded the more aive employments of the country. Sconafter Nov. 8.

1700,

® Regifter of nghtﬂnid?: 1, which  the Enviroms of London, was {o obliging as to
the mmd I). Lyfors, the mm‘pe uthor of  fcarch at my requel. ’ 2
the
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the marriage his father died, and Walpale inherited the family eftate, the
rent-roll ot which exceeded £. 2,000 a year®. It was charged with his mo-«
ther’s jointure, and with the fortunes of the younger children, which amounted
to £.9,000, His wife’s dowry difcharged this incumbrance, and his mother’s
Jointure fell in by her death i 1711,

The death of his father threw him Ito the bufy fcenes of public life, when
the violent fpirit of party gave an mmpulfe to his political exertions; and at
the moment when the demife of Charles the Second, king of Spain, fixed the
attention of Europe, and excited general apprehenfions in England, left the
united dominions of the whole Spanilh monarchy fhould center in a prince
of the houle of Bourbon,

* Among the Orford Papers is a document  is fubmitted to the reader, as a proof that the

«n the hand-writing of his father, fhewing the  reproaches caft upon him by his opponents, of
umount of the eftate, ot which the fubflance  being a ncedy adventurer, were unfounded.

fune g, 1y00. A particular of my eftate within the county of Norfolk, as it is now let

£- I J.

Manor of Houghton - - - 352 11 =
Manor of Birch Newton - - - 8o — —
Manor of Great Bircham - = =« 277 == =
Manor of Bitcha Tolt = < = 1ol — —
of Darlingham - - - 253 11 4

of Siflem - - - = 30416 B

of Weftwich - - - 180 10 —

of Gloftnops in Ledgett - - 100 — —

of Haply - . - =« 100 11 —

In Burrough, near Yarmouth - 18 — —

Small lands and tenements = g0 — —

B

Totalin Norfolk - 1,818 — ~—

In Suffolk,
Manor of Haflbt - - - - 300 — ~—
Farmn of Cavendifh; &e. - - - §1 — —

Total « 2,169 — ==
| = me——



SIR ROBERT WAILPOLE,

CHAPTER THE SECOND.

I700—170I.

Elglted Member of Parliament—Sketch of the important Tranfaltions during,
the Twoa laft Parliaments of King Hilliam.— A of Settlement in favour of
the Proteftant Succeffion and Family.—Principles and Conduél of the Leaders
at the Revolution.—Incffeftual Endeavour of William to extend the A& of
Settlement in faveur of the Hanover Line, viitually introduced by the At
for difabling Papifts.—Ariful Management of William to procure the Exten-
Sion of that AEt on the Deatk of the Duke of Gloucefter.

N the deceafe of his father, Walpole was elected member for Caftle
Rifing, and fat for that borough in the two fhort parliaments, which
were affembled in the two laft years of the reign of king William.

The death of Charles the Sccond, king of Spain, in the month of O¢tober
1400, the acccpt'l.tmn of his tci’cament by Louis the Fourteenth, in breach of
the fecond partition treaty, and the quiet acceffion of Philip duke of Anjou
to the crown of Spain, acknowledged by England and the United Provinces,
were cvents which had preceded the meeting of the parliament in* which
Walpole firft fat. The att of fettlement in favour of the ele@refs Sophia; the
violent conduét of the Tory houfe of commons in the impeachment, of
Somers and the Whig lords ; the death of James the Second; the acknow-
ledgment of his fon as James the Third, by Louis the Fourteenth ; the in-
dignation of the Englith at that event ; the fuccefsful manceuvres of Wil-
liam to roufe the {pirit of the nation againlt France, and to obtain the cop-
currence of the Tories to a Cofitinental war; the fecond grand alliance;
the diffolution of the Tory parliament and miniftry ; the choice of a Whig
adminiftration and parliament ; the declaration of war againft France; the
attainder of the pretended prince of Wales ; the abjuration oath; the death
of William, at the moment when he had infufed an impulfe into the grand
combination ; were the important events which agitated the public mind
during the two laft parliaments of his reign. To give a detail of thel compli-
cated and interefting tranfactions is not the province of a writer of memoirs,
but muft be lcft to the hiftorian of the times ; «xcept fo far as they may be
fupRofed to influence the future conduét and pulicy of the miinifler, whofe
life Tam attempting to delineate. With this view, it may not be improper

to

Cliapter 2.
1yoo0torjor
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to ftate the circumftances which preceded and accompanied the paffing of
the at of fettlement, and induced all parties, notwithftanding the avowed
repugnance of a majority'in the comrnons, to adopt that meafure, which
{ecured to the houfe of Hanover the throne of Great Britain, and had fo
ftrong 4nd permanent an influence on the fubfequent conduét of Walpole.
When the arbitrary conduct of James the Second againft the conftitution
and religion had raifed the indignation of England, and when our great de-

liverer William, the prince of Orange, had co-operated with the nation

in driving that monarch from the throne; the leaders of the convention
parliament, which eftublifhed the revolution, acted with a fpirit.and wifdom
well becoming the arduous fituation of affairs, and with a temper which ac-
commodated itfelf, as occafion required, to the cuftoms and prejudices of the
pation. While they fet afide that abfolute and indefeafible right, which it was
averred no condu¢t, however tyrannical, could violate, and laid down the doc-
trine of refiftance in cafes of extieme neceffity, they dreaded the evils of an
elective monarchy, and guarded againft the future eftablithment of a repub-
lican form of government. When they found it neceffary to break the here-
ditary linc of defcent, they made the deviation as linall as poffible, no more
than the exigency of circumftances required, and re-eftablifhed it in the fame
manner as it «exifted before that breach was made. With thele principles
conftantly in view, they declared that James, having endeavoured to fubvert
the conftitution, had abdicated the government, and thereby rendered the
thronc vacant. g

The throne being thus declared abdicated or vacant, by the abfence of
James the Second,and his fon being fuppofed illegitimate, the next in order of
fucceflion was Mary, eldeft daughter of James. But as the nation owed its
deliverance from arbitrary power to William, the convention departed from
the regular line by declaring him king, jointly with his wife Mary, and by
gfting in him the fole adminiftration of government. This appointment
was a deviation from the fyftem of hereditary delcent, di€ated by imperious
neceffity, and confirmed by gratitude; yet as Mary and Anne both con-
fented to devolve their right to the crown on William, the convention may
be faid -only to have confirmed this transfer. This fingle deviation excepted,
the fucceflion was continued after the death of William and Mary in the
natural order: in the children of Mary ; in Anne ; in the children of Anne ;
and in-the children of William, who being the {on of Mary, eldeft daughter
of Charles the Firft, was, after Anne, the next in order of fucceffion

* Blackftone’s Cc'lmmenmries, Vol. 1. page 23a.
In



SIR ROBERT WALPOLE ’

In 168g, the firfl parliament which was fummoned by William and Mary Chapter 2.
confirmed this act of fettlement ; but the king, ever anxious to promote the 1poota1zor.
tranquillity of his fubjects, and to prevent thofe future trpubles which might At
arife, fhould all the perfons named in that A die without iffue, thought it
indifpenfibly ncceflary to extend it to the next heirs in the Proteftant line.
He ordercd, therefore, bifhop Burnet to propofe in the houfe of lords, the
addition of an amendment to the bill of rights, nominating Sophia, dutchef(s
of Hanover, and her iffue, next in the fucceffion. Being carried by the
lords without oppofition, it was thrown out in the houfe of commons by the
Republicans, high Tories, and Jacobites, who all united on this occafion’
againft a bill which equally confounded their refpective hopes, under the
{pecious pretence that fuch a nomination was unjufl, becaufe it would pre-
clude all thofe wlio were prior in lincal defcent to the dutchefs, even fhould
they become Proteftants ®*.  The birth of the duke of Gloucefter, having ftill
farther removed the apprehenfions of a popilly fucceffor, William did net
chufe to prefs the nation in favour of the Hanover line, but was fatisfied in
obtaining his views by a more concealed but not lefs effe¢tual method. In-
flead of naming Sophia, a claufe was annexed to the bill of rights, difabling all
Papifts from fucceeding to the crown, or fuch as fhould marry Papifts.
This claufe fir{t opencd the profpeét of fucceffion to the houfe of Brunfwvick,
without naming it ; becaufe that family, being the firft among the Proteftant
delcendants of James the Firft, became, from the perpetual exclufion of Catho-
lics, next in expedlancy to the perfons named in the aét of fittlement, This
remarkable claule pafitd, in both houfes, without oppofition or debate, notwith-
ftanding the well known difinclination of the muajogity of the lowgr houfe 5
and the management of the whole affair reflects the higheft hanour on the
judgment and temper of William,

Such was the order of fucceffion when Walpole came into parliamcnt 5 at
which time the recent death of the duke-of Gloucefter alarmed the nation with
the dread of a Popifh fuccefior; and ¢nabled William to carry into execugion
his favourite meafure of extending the a& of fettlement to the houfe of
Hanover.  Having been deceived by Louis the Fourteenth in the uegocia-
tions for the fecond partition treaty, he had difmifled the Whig minifters; who
had rendered themfelves obno <ious by figning it, and formed a Tory admini-
firation, at the head of which were Rochelter, Godolphin, and Harley, who,
from being a violent pallifau of the Whigs, now fided with their opponens.

“ Burnet, vol. 2. p. 15. Tindal. vol. 13.p. 14
Vor. L e ; William
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Period I. William well knew that the greater part of the Tories had confented
1676101714 with the utmoft relu&ance to the breach of hereditary defcent at the
revolution, and had almoft usmiformly oppofed his endeavours in favour of
Sophia, as tending, in their opinion, to overturn the fyftem of hereditary
monarchy, o long cherithed by the conftitution of England. He alfo
well knew that the whole body of the real Wkigs earneftly promoted the
transfer of the crown to the {ucceffion in the Proteflant line, but, at the (ame
time, he was aware that among thofc who called themfelves Whigs, were
_many Repubhcans, who would oppofi: it from a hope, that if the perfons
named' in the a& of fettlement fhould die, means nught be found to
eftablith their favomite form of government. He had long percetved that
the Whigs themfelves could never have carried the bill which he had fo
much at heart, in oppofition to the united force of the Tories, Jacobites,
and Republicans ; but he had now divided the Republicans from the Tories,
by placing the latter in power, and being fecure of the Whigs on this
queftion, he thought it a favourable opportunity to make the extenfion
of the aét of fettlement with the minifters the price of their elevation. He
accordingly recommended, in his {peech from the throne, February 1701, a
further provifion for the fucceffion of the crown in the Proteftant linc; not-
withftanding this acquiefcenceof theTories, he could not carry his point without
the confent of the princefs Anne, who was at that time entirely governed by
the dutchefs of Marlboroukh ; and the dutchefs was highly incenfed againft
William, for having formerly arrefted the duke her hufband, and {till more
for having publicly withdrawn his confidence from him. W’ith a view there-
fore to countera® the influence of that artful favourite, and to gain the con-
currence of Anne, he permitted infinuations to’be thrown out, as if he in-
tended to make a ceffion of his crown to the fon of James the fecond.
Thefe artful rumours alarmed both the princefs and her favourite, and ex-
torted her confent to the aét of {cttlement *.

But although the Tories had promifed the king to promote the extenfion
of the A& of Settlement, before they came into power, and had even per.
mitted a recommendation of it to be introdoced' into the king's fpeech,
yet the method in which they canduéted the bufinefs, proved their wifh
to obftruét it. The fpeech was made on.the 11th of February; the com-
mons, in their addrefs, took not the leaft motice of that part which rélated to
the Proteftant fucceffion; and it was not.until,the 3d of March that the.
houfe refolyed itfelf into a cammidtee. to take that fubject into confideration.

* Cunaingbam, vol. 1. p. 185, Somerville’s Huftory of King William, p. 545. ,,
Harley
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Harley obferved, that the bafte in which the government was fettled at
the revolution, had prevented the nation from requiring fuch fecurities from
the tuture fovereign, as would have prevented much mifchict; and he hoped
they would not fall into the [ame error ; he therefore moved, that before the
perfon fhould be named, a provifion fhould be made by a committee for the
tecurity of the rights and liberties of the people. This propofal being
accepted, the refolutions of the committee were laid before the houfe, on
the szth of March, fpecifying certain reftritions *, to be ratified by every,
tuture fovereign.

Burnct, whofc refletions on the Tories cannot be admitted without ex-
trome caution, obferves, that thefe limitations were defigned to difgult the
king, and to raife difputes between the twd houfes, by which the bill might
be loft 4; although fome of thefe reftrictions were juft, and highly benefi-
cial, this obfervation is fully juftified by the fubfequent proceedings of the
commons. So many delays wese {till made, that the patience of the Whigs
began to be exhaufted, and onc of their party was going to propofe the elec-
trefs Sophia. Harley could only prevent this rheafure by bringing on the
queflion. With a view, however, to cafl a ridicule on the aét of fet-
tlement, he employed Sir John Bolles, who was difordered in his fenfes,
to propofe the bill §.  The bufinefs was {o contrived, that this man thus de-
ranged in his intellects, was, by the forms of the houfe, appointed one of the
committee who were inftructed to prepare the bill, was twice placed in the
¢harr, and twice gave in the report. The firft reading was poftponed to the

* 1, All things relating to the well govern-
g ol this kKingdom which are properly cog-
nizable in the privy council, by the laws and
cultoms of this realm, fhall be tranfadted
there, and all refolutions taken thereupon fhall
be figned by fuch of the privy council as (hall
advife and confent to the fanie. 2. Np per-
fon born out of the kingdoms of England,
Scotland, or Ireland, or the dopmnions there-
unto belonging, or whe 15 not born of Englith
pargnts beyond the feas, although naturalized
or made a denizen, fhall be capable to be of
the privy council, or 2 member of either houfe
of pathament, or to enjoy any office or place
of truft. 3. No fuch perfon fhall have any
grant of lands, tenements, or hereditaments
from the crown te himfelf, or to any others in
eruft for him. 4. In cafe the crown fhall
hereafter conie toany perfon not being a native
of the kingdom of England, this nation fhall
mot be ubliged to engagein any war for rhe de-
fenrg of apy dominians or teritaries not be-

Ca

longing to the crown of England, without the
confent of parliament. ((‘5 Whoever fhall here-
after come to the poffeffion of the crown, fhall
Joun in communion with the church of Eng-
land. 6, No pardon under the great feal fhall
Le pleadgbie to an impeachinentin parllament.
7. No perfon who fhall hereafter come to the
pofleflion of the crown, fhall go out of the do-
mimons of kEngland, Scotland, or Irekand,
without the confent of pailiament. 8 No
perlon whe has an oflice or place of profit un-
der the king, or receives a penfion from the
crown, fhall be capable of ferying-as a membry
of the houfe of commons. Judge's commif-
fions fhall be made quam diu {e bene gelfering,
and thewr faliries alcentaiheds and eftablithed =
Butg upon the addrefs of bath houfes of paiha-
ment, 1t may be law ol to remove than.

Sournals of the Houfe of Common —=Tmd31.

+ Vol. z. p. 271,

# Bumnict.=Jouryads.

Orft
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Perind . firft of April, the fecond te the feventh, and it did not finally pafs till the
¥676t0 1714 fourteenth of May. Thus the a@t of fertlement, which was to fecure the
religion and conftitution of the country, was received with fo much cold-
nefs and contempt, that feveral members, during the fitting of the commuttee,
indecently quijtted the houfe, and fo many delays were purpofcly made, that
more than three months elapfed, from the day in which it was recommended
trom the throne to the time it was fent up to the lords. It pafitd that houle
, after a flight oppofition from the marquis of Normanby. Being carried back
to the commons, it was received in a thin houfe, and feveral reproachful ex-
preflions were uttered againft it by fome of the members *.

After fuch a condu, apparently calculated to render the bill odious and
contemptible, what thanks can be given to the Tories, and to their idot
Harley, for having in this manner brought forwards the act of fettlement 3
Is it not evident that they had been drmwn inta a promife to fupport it by
the artful management of William, and that they endeavoured to countera&
the bill at the very moment when they appeared to promote it ? The moft
zealous Whig, however, cannot prefume to deny that the nation is highly in-
debted to the Tories for one of the limitations in the act of fcttlement,
which the Whigs, with all their ardour for civil and religious liberty, would
not have ventured to propofe, becaufe it was confidered by the king as an
infult on his conduct and adminiftration. The reftriction to which I allude
15, that no foreigner, though naturalized, thould be a member of the privy
council, or of either houfe of parliament, or thould.enyoy any office or place
of truft, or have any grant of lands from the crown. Thefe neceflary pre-
cautions, naturally fuggeftcd by the experience of thofe evils ta which the
nation had been already expofed, in confequence of raifing a foreign prince
to the throne, proved highly bencficial in pieventing, on the acceffion of
George the Firft, the admiffign of German denizens into the councils and ca-
binet of England.

#. Burnet.~=Tinclal == Qldmixon,
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CHAPTER THE THIRD:

I170f—1702,

Walpole foon becomes ax allive Member of Parliament—Is upon various Cor-
muttees, and Teller on feverad important Queflions—Supports the Whigs.—-
Seconds the Motion for extending the QOath of Abjuration to ecclfiaflical Per -
Jons—Death and Charaéler of King William.

LTHOUGH neither the Journals of the Houfe of Commons, nor any Chapter 3.
contemporary accounts, nor the traditions of his famuly, record that 1701101702
Walpole made any {pesific motion, or {poke in favour of the act of fettle- ="
ment, yet there is no doubt that he joined the Whigs in promoting it.

The Journals of the Houfe of Commons prove, that he foon became a very
ative member. His name appears upon feveral committees, and in one for
privileges and eleions, (o early as the r3th of February, only three days
after the meeting of the parliament in which he firft {at. He was particularly
attentive to the bufinefs which related to the county of Norfolk ; and zea-
loufly promoted the queftions which concerned the trade of Norwich, He
made the report from the committee on the bill for erecting hofpitals and
workhoufes in the borough of Lynn, and for the better employing and
maintaining the poor, and was ordered to carry it up to the houfe of lords. -

Flc is alfo mentioned as teller on feveral important queftions which re-
Jated as well to the trade and revenues of England, as to queftions of party.-
He was one of the tellers againft the bill propofecl by the Tories for the bet~  apiig,.
ter prefervation of the Proteftant religion, and for preventing the tranflation
of bifhops from one fee to another. His high veneration for the character
of Lord Somers, and his zcalous attachment to his party, naturally induced
him to oppofe the motion for his impeachment, and it is not improbabile that
he afterwards took a confiderable part in his defence. Being young and unex-
perienced at the period when that queftion was moved, bie gave only a filent
vote, but he made a judicious remark, which proved his fagacity : it was,
that the zcal of the warmeft friends is oftentimes more hurtful to the perfon
whofe caufe they efpoufe, than the bittereft accufations of the moft invete-
1ate opponents. The defence fpoken by Somers in the. houfe of commons
was {o #ble and perfpicuous, and made fo deep an impreffion, as induced
Walpole to be of opinion, that if the queflion had been immediately put,

the

1701,
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the profecution would have been withdrawn. But the accufers of Lord
Somers, forefeeing this cvent, made fuch inconfiftent obiervations, and ufed
fuch intempcrate expreflions, as provoked his friends to 1eply.  According to
the account of this debate, given byWalpole, Ilaicourt began with extieme-
ly fallacious, but as plaufible remarks, as the fubjeét could admit. Cow-
per's indignation moved him to reply, which occationed the prolongation of
the debate, at the end of which, what lad been fignificantly and fully urged
by Somers, was in a great meafurc forpotten. But had the impetuous zeal
of his friends been reftrained, and his e¢nemies been permitted to proceed
without interruption, ,as long as they thought fit, Walpole apprehend-
ed they would have not been able to divide the houfe *. He was one of
the tellers in favour of the queftion, that the engrofled replication to the
anfwer of Lord Somers to the articles of impeachment, (hould be read. On
which motion, he divided with go againft 140.

On entering into parliament, a due diffidence of lis own powers reprefid
his zeal 5 and he formed a refolution not to fpeak until he had attained more
experience, and fome degree of parhamentary knowledge ¢ but Lis prudence
and caution were overcome by the more powerful paffion of cmulation,

During his continuance at Iiton, he had been the rival of St. John, who
was three years oldergthan himfelf. The parts of St. John were more lively
and brilliant ; thofe’ of Walpole more fteady and folid. Walpole was in-
duftrious and diligent, becaufe his talents required application.  St. John
was negligent, becaufe his quicknels of apprehenfion rendered lefs labow
neceflary.  'When both came inte public life, this emulation did not ceafe.,
and as they took different parties, oppofition kindled their zeal.  St. John
foon diflinguithed himfelf in the houfe of commons, and became an cloquent
debater 3 repeated encomiums beflowed on his rival, roufed the ardour of
Walpole, and induced him to commence fpeaker fooner than he at firft in-
tended. It docs not, however, appear at what time, or on what occafion,
he firft fpoke in the houfe of commons’; all that is known on that fub-
jeét is, that the firft time he rofe, he was confufed and embarraficd, and
did not feem to realize thofe expectations which his friends had fondly con-
ceived. At the fame time, another member made a ftudied fpeech, which
was much admired. At the end of the debate, fome perfons cafting ridi-
cule on Walpole as an indifferent orator, and expreffing their approbation
.on the maiden {pecch made by the other member, Arthur Mainwaring,

'

® The general account of this debate i ac- .1 have added ather particulars from the autho.
curately ftated in Tindal's Conusuation of nty of Etough. derived lus ipformation
Rapin, by the guthor, Dr. Dirch, on the ex- from a conference which he had with Sir Ro-
prefs quthority of-Sir Robert Walpole himfelf.  bert Walpole Ofteber 31, 1734.

rx who
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who was prelent, obferved in reply, * You may applaud the one, and ridi- Chapter 3.
cule the other, as much as you pleafe, but depend upon it, that the fpruce 1jo1t0170s.
gentleman who made the fet fpeech will never improve, and that Walpole ‘———r—rd
will in time become an excellent {peaker *.* The prediction of Mainwaring
was foon verified. Walpole took a ftill more active part in the debates of the
enfuing parliament, which met on the 3oth of December 1701 ; which being
compofed of 2 majority of Whigs, and afting under a Whig adminiftration,
whom William had again called to the helm of government, was mort con-
genial to his political opinions. Yet notwithftanding the preponderance of
their intereft, the Tories gained a victory in the choice of a fpeaker, of
which lord Townfhend takes notice in a letter to Walpole, who was detained
at Houghton by the illnefs of his wife: * Mr., Hafley has carried it fron:
Sir Thomas Littleton, by a majority of four yotes, which gives his party
great encouragement, and ‘is no fmall mortification to the Whigs. I am ex-
tremely forry_to hear my cofin has mifcarried of a fon, but I hope fhe is
in no danger, and that we fhall (hortly have the happinefs of feeing you
here4-.”” Walpole did not long delay taking his {eat in the new parliament.
At this period, Louis the Fourteenth having, on the death of Jamd&s the
Second, acknowledged his fon king of England, under the title of James the
Third, William ordercd his embaffador, the earl of Manchefter, to quit
France, and in a fpeech to the new parhament, told them, “ He need not
prefs them to lay ferioufly to heart, and to confider what further means might
be ufcd for fecuring the fucceflion of the crown in the Proteftant line, and
extinguithing the hopes of all pretenders, and their open and fceretabettors,”
Animated by this exhortation, the commons addrefled the crown not to make
peace with France, until reparation was made for the great iadignity offered
by the French king, in arming, and declaring the pretended prince of Wales
Ling of England, Scotland and Ireland. The Whigs having now the power,
abundantly teftified their inclination to confirm the a& of fettlement by every
means beft calculated to favour the gxclufion of the dethroned family, Accord-
ngly, a bill for attainting the pretended prinde of Wales, pafled in both
houfes with little oppofition. A bill alfo for the fecurity of the king's perfon, for
the fucceffion of the crown in the Proteftant line, and for extinguifhing the
hopes of the pretended prince of Wales, was carried with equal fuccefs. A claufe
in this bill, well known -under the title of the ac of abjuration, enjoined all
fubjedls to fwear allegiance to the king, by the title of /azefu/ and rightfid
king, and lus heirs, according to the aét of fettlement : this oath was to be

® From Clarles Townfhend, Efg, 1 December 30.—Orfcrd Papers.
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taken by all-perfons in any office, truft, or employment, and to be tendered
by two juftices of the peace, to any perfon whom they fhould fufpeét of
difuffetion. Even this claufe met with no oppofition, and the great ftrug-
gle was confined to the queftion, whether this oath fhould be compulfory
or fiee. The enemies of the Proteftant fucceffion could not venture to
oppofe the oath of abjuration, but they exerted their whole ftrength to ren-
der it null, by contending, that it ought not to be impofed by force, but
left te the option of every perfon to take or to decline it. The conteft on
this occafion was fo great, and the two parties fo equal, that this important
claufe was only carried in a full houfe by one-voice.

This great victory being thus obtained, it was thought proper to extend
the oath to all ecclefiaftical perfons, and members of the univerfities. Sir
Charles Hedges accordingly moved for an addition to the claufe, which
fhould comprehend all clergymen, fellows of colleges, and fchool-mafters.
Walpole having, during his refidence at Cambridge, oblerved many inftances
where matfters and fellows of colleges had never taken the oath of allegiance,
{feconded the motion for this amendnnent, and it was cairied without a
divifion; fo effcftual was the triumph of the Whigs, over the friends
of the dethroned family. Horace Walpole alludes to lis conduét on
this memorable occafion, in a letter from Cambndge*, in which he de-
fcribes the confternation of the nonjurors, on being compelled to take the
-oath of abjuration, and the indigpation which they expreffled againit his
brother, for his zeal in promoting the Proteftant fucceffion.

When the bill was moved in the houfe of lords, the Tories propofed,
and warmly fupported an additional amendment, excufing the pecrage from
the obligation of the oath. Nottingham particularly diftinguithed him-
{elf in its favour, and fpoke with fo much agitation, that the tears fell
from his eyes+. But the fingular abfurdity and -injuftice of exempting
the upper houfe from the fame ftri¢tnefs of engagements to which the lower
houfe had confented, met with the fate which it deferved: The motion
was ncgatived. Although the Tories could not carry their queftion, they
fuccecded in adding two amendments, with a view ftill farther to protrace
the bufinefs. The opponents of the Proteftant fucceffion in the lower houle,
coincided with their intentions, for the bill fent down to the commons, with
thefe amendments, was not returned to the lords till the 3d of March. It
was there detained feveral days, and was not fent back to the commons

® Feb. 28, 1701-2. See Correfpondence. + Etqugh’s Papers,
8 till
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till the 7th, on a Saturday ¥, in the hopc of deferring 1t till the Mon-
day; and as theking then lay upon his death bed, alnfoft at the laft extre-
mity, fuch a delay would have been fatal.  But the precautions of William,
and the vigilance of the Whigs defeated their well-laid fcheme. The com-
mons adjourned till fix in the afternoon ; in this interval, the king, who was
{o weak that he could not hold a pen in his hand, ftamped his name to the
commiffion for pafling the acts. When the commons met, a meflage was
brought from the lords, importing that the king had figned the cnmmlﬂion,
and defiring the houle to come up. The fpeaker, accordingly, accompanied
as ufual with other members, went out, and returned ‘with the report, that
the royal affent had been given to the bill, and to two other aéts. No
event cver happened in a more critical moment ; for William expired be-
tween eight and nine on the following morning.  Thus the laft exercife of
his kingly power, was his affent to the oath of abjuration, emphatically ftyled,
Ly the friends of tlie dethroned family, his curfed legacy.  * Thus, oblerves a
contemporary §-author, he confirmed to polterity, with his expiring breath, that
liberty, civil and religious, for which during his life he had fo often fought in
the ficld ; which he was indefatigably augmenting and eftablithing in his
parliament ; which he was contmﬁg;ly bringing to perfection in his councils,
and which, on his acceffion to the throne, he promifed (as he faithfully per-
formed) to fecure againft all futurc attempts to {fubvert it.”

* Journals of the Lords and Commons, + Taland.

Vo, L.
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CHAPTIER THE FOURTH:
17C2—I710.

Aveeffros of Amne—1Ilalpal. wakes a Motion 1 Oppofition to St Edward Sev-
oty = Diflsnguifles bomyolf o the Procecdgs on the Avifbmy Electon.
—Noticed by Earl Godolphnn, awd the Duw'e of M lboyos h—Appo.ated
one of the Sowen Comnedl v the Lovd High Admial—Seictoy at Iaiy and
Treafurer 1o the Naov—Neoagtod o of the Mg ay for the Houfe of
Commons, wpur the Profecurion of Sackwy1—I1Iis Spoech, and Publication
ot that Occafion.

N the firft parliament of queen Anne, Walpole was returned “or 1y nn Regis,
where his fanuly had long poffifled a permancatinterefl. For this borough
he was regularly chiofen, until he was aicated carl of Ortord.

Although he had fpoken fiequently n the houle of commons, yet the firft
time in which he appears upon 1ccord, on a public * quetlion, i the paiha-
mentary debates, was on the 23d of December 1702, when Sir Edward Sey-
mour having carried a refolution to bring in a bill for the refumption of all

ts made in the reign of king William, and applying them to the fervice of
the Public ; Walpole moved, that all the grants made 1n the reign of the late
king James, thould alfo be refumed ; but his motion was negatived . The
propofition of Sir ldward Seymour, directed againft the Whigs, who had re-
ceived the principal grants from king William, was fupported by a Tory nu-
niftry, and eafily paffed through a Tory pathament; and the counter motion
by fo young a member, levglled pgainfl the grants made to the Lories, and
in oppofition to onc of th:g great leaders, futhciently proved that Walpole
was nifing into confcquence, and had decidedly enlifted himfelf under the
banner of the Whigs }.
In

* Notitia Parliam.—Lifls of the Héufe of
Commens in Chandler's Proceedings of Par-
liament.

+ Journals of the Houfe of Commors.
Tindal, v. 15, p. 474-

1 Asa proof of Walpale’sa&ivity, and an in-
dication” of the principles and party which he
fupported, 1 have cxtracted, from the Journals
ot the Houfe of Commons, the feveral quef-

tions in which he was teller, befides thofe al-
ready mentioned, until he was appointed fecre=
tmy at war.
1702.—February 1qgth~=Againft a claufe
to be added to a bill, for the further fecunty of
s majefty’s perfon and government, that per-
fons who take upon them offices, fhall not de-
part from the commumon of the church of
England,—February 26th.=Againft delaying
10,
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In the celebrated caufe concerning the Aylefbury eleGion, Walpole di-
ftinguithed himfelf in an cminent degrec, and attained an high eflimation
with his party. Complaints of great partiality and injuftice in the eletion
of members of parliament, had been continually urged againft the fheniffs in
the counties, and returning officers in the boroughs, who often found pre-
texts for rejecting thofe eleftors who voted againfl the members they
efpoufed.  When thefe difputes were brought before the commons, the
houfe feldom entered into the merits of the caufe, but ufually decided in
favour of the candidate who voted witl the majority. It was no caly mat-
ter to apply a remedy for fuch a glaring abufe; becaule all parties, when
opprefied, made beavy complaint-, and when certain of a majority torgot the
grievance againft which they had before fo loudly exclaimed, and even ex-
cufed themfelves on the neceffity of retaliativi. At length, after many at-
tempts to obtain jultice, Afhby, a freeman, profecuted William White,
conftable of Aylefbury, for having refulcd to admit his vote. at the eleétion

of burgefes.

to read the report of a committee, to confider
turtber ot the rights, liberties, and privileges ot
the houfe of commons.—March 3d.—In fis
vour ol a motion for an milrrution to a com-
mittee on the bill tor grantng to his magelty
divers fubfidies,—1703.~January gthi—For
an amendiment to au addrets, moreply to the
queen's meflage.=—15o045.—November 14th.
— Apainit leave to bring in a bill lor prevent-
ing occafional conformity,—December 141h.
—Aganit the faid bill—Decanber 1gth—
Agantt au mftru@lion to a committee, that
they have power to recewe a claufe for the
quilification of juftices of the peace, in a Inil
tor the better recruiting her majefty’s Jand
forces, und the marines.~=1%05.—January
16th.—For a miotion, that a bill be committed
fir oy pointing commiffioners to treat of an
unte berween England and Scotland, &&—
Jimuary 1 7th.—~For a queftion, that towards
rhe fupply, ¢ dury be lad upon all goods im-
ported fiom the ball Tdies, Y’crﬁn, and China,
mto Bogland, prohibited to be ulid in Eng-
Laed, and fiom thenee w be exported to Tre-
land, ¢ranv of the plantations,=JLnuary £ 7th,
—Atunit a4 bill, w prevent perfons who are
entitled by rhicir oflices to receive any le-
nefit by public annual tases; from being mem-
bers of parliament, while they are in fuch of-
fices.—I'¢bruary zift—Fuor an amendment
in a bill for prohioltung all trade and com<

12

A verdi&t, with damages, was found in favour of Afhby, but

merce with France.—~Match 14th.—Againft a
claufe in an aét for preventing the turther
growth of popery.—December Bih.—Again(t
a motion for a committee to confider of the
refolution of the luds, declaiing thofe who
fhould mfhinuate the church to be in danger,
encmies to the queen, the church, and the
kingdom.—=December 1gth.—lor the fecond
reading of a bill, for better fccuriti' of her ma-
jefty's perfon and government, and the {uccef-
fion in the ['roteftant hine.—1 y06.—Febivary
4th.—For an amendment made by the lords
in the fame bill—February tjth—Againkt a
claufe to prevent irregular lift:ng of men, to be
added to the bill for recruiting the army and
marines, «— ¥oy.~February 1oth.—For an
amendmiwnt to a bill for fecuring the church of
Lngland, as by faw eftablilied.— February 22d,
—Againft a motion for an inftru@ion to the
commitiee on the Bill of Union, that the tub-
Jeétsof this kingdom fhull be for ever free from
sny oath, teft, or (ubfeription, within this
kingdom, contrary to or inconfiftent with the
true Protefiant rebgion of the charch of Enuo-
land, as s already pro.ided for the fulijeéts of
Beotland, with relpect totheir Prefhyterian go-
vernment.—1ccemiber 12th—For an amend-
meutto the above Lill.—1 jo08.—~January 2grh.
For the adjournment of a_debate on the Lng-
lifl for¢es i the fervice of Spain and Portugdl,
in 1707.

reverfed
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reverfed by the court of Queen’s Bench, The caufe being carried by appeal
to the houfe of lords, the order of tie Queen’s Bench was fet afide, and the
verdict given at the affizes confirmed.  The Torles, who formed the m jority
of the comnions. confidering thefe proceedings as an encroachment on their
privileges, and citeeming that houfe the judge of fuch queflions as related to
the cleciion of s members, the folicitor-general, Sir Simon Harcourt,
moved, € That the fole right of examining and determining all matters re-
lating to the cleétion of members to [erve in parhament, except in fuch cafes
as are otherwile provided for by an a& of parlament, is in the houfe of com-
mons ; and that neither the qualification of the electors, or the nght of the
perfons elefted, is ellewhere cognizable or determinuble.””  The queftion was
debated with uncommon vehemence and ability ; on the fide of the Tories,
principally by Harley, St. John, Harcourt, and Sir Edward Seymour ; on
the fide of the Wligs, by Sir Jofecph Jekyll, Cowper, King, the marquis of
Hartiogton, and Walpole. He took a (hort, but fenfible part in the debate ;
and after arguing with much judgment agaunfl the motion, propofed to omit
that part of it which concerned the qualification of the eleftors. This
amendment, feconded by the marquis of Hartington, was negatived by a ma-
jority of only eighteen, and the original queftion carried.

Yet, although the Whigs were defeated, their arguments produced a ftrong
effcct on the public mind. A general difcontent prevailed againft the feverity
of the commons, for committing to Newgate Alhby, and four other inha-
bitants of Aylefbury, who had likewife fued the returning officers ; for pre-
venting their having a Habeas Corpus, and for addrefling the queen not to
permit a motion for a writ of error in the houfe of lords, which would have
releafed them from priton, and for declaring all folicitors and council, who
fhould profecute or plead 1 any fuch caufe, goilty of a high breach of privi-
lege. The final decifion of this important controverly was fufpended by
the perfeverance of the lords, who declared, that a writ of ¢rror was a matter
of right, not of grace; by the fteady determination of the queen not to ob-
flrudt, in favour of the houfe of commons; the courfe of judicial proceedings
in the courts of law ; and by the manly oppofition of lord chief juflice Holt.
Thefe contrary pretenfions produced a violent quarrel between the two
houfes, which was terminated by the diffolution of parliament *.  Although
the queftion was never revived, yet from this time, the houfe of commons
confidered itfelf as the fole judge of the qualifications of ele&ors, and of all
other matters which related to the return of members. It was principally

¥ See Journals of the Lords and Commons,—Raymond’s Reports; p. 938.—Proceedings in
the great cafe of Afhby and White, and in the cafe of the Aylefbury men.—Chandler.—Tindal.
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owing to thefe refolutions, that the decifions, in regard to controverted elec-
tions, were feldom regulated by the merits of the cale, but became queftions
of perfonal or political expediency ; nor was this abufe correfled, until the
af, known by the name of Grenville's Bill, referred to a committee, chulen
by ballot, and acling upon oath, the final decifion in all contefted elections.

At this period of his life, YWalpole began to be held in high eftimation by
the great leaders of the Whigs, and was particularly noticed by the duke of
Devonfhire, the earl of Sunderland, lord Halitax, and lord Somers. Among
the perfons of his own age, with whom he entered into habits of clofe inti-
macy, were James, afterwards earl Stanhope, Spencer Compton, afterwards
earl of Wilminglon, the marquis of Hartington, eldeft {on of the duke of
Devonthire, whole family uniformly proved themlelves his firm friends
and adhcrents, and vifcount Townthend, who was then jult beginning to
acquire political importance.  But Walpole owed his rife and confequence
lefs to his conneftions, than to his own talents and fituation. A member of
padiament of a great Whig family, whofe interefl brought in three * repre-
{entatives, and who had diftinguifhed himfelf in the debates for found fenfe,
manly argument, and perfpicuous eloquence, could not long remain unno-
ticed. Nor was his reputation {olely confined to the party whofe caufe he
fo warnily efpouled. The lord treafurer Godolphin +, at a period when a
Whig was his averfion, difcerned his rifing abilities, fayoured him with his
immediate proteclion, and ftrongly recommended him to the patronage of
the Duke of Marlborough.

The firm adherence of Walpole to his party, was, however, a hindrance to
his preferment, as long as Godolphin continued to act folely with the Tories ;
but no {ooner had the leaders of theWhigs regained their loft popularity, and
appeared fecure of a majority in the enluing parliament, than the lord trea-
furer brought feveral into office, and opened to others a prolpect of prefer~
ment. The duke of Newcaftle was declared privy feal, in the room of the
marquis of Normanby ; and among the inferior places of government,
Walpole was appointed one of the council } to prince George of Denmuark,
lord high admiral of England. This firft fervice was attended with many
difagreeable circumftances : Great mifmanagement, both at home ahd at {ea,
was imputed to the navy board. Admiral Churchill, brother to the duke of
Marlborough, poffiiled, at this period, the greateft influence at the admiralty,
and was acculed, with fome of the other members, of negligence and corruption,

® Two for Callie Rifing, and one for Lynn 1 Walpole Papers.==MS. account of Sir Ra-

Regis. bert Walpole, in King's College, Cambridge.
t From t'e Inte e2rl of Orford, —Ftough's —=Collins’s Peerage.
Sumnuary Account of Sir Robert Walpole.
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To him the merchants attributed their Infles; their loud compluints were heard
in both houfes, and zealoufly fupported by the principal Whigs. Walpole ew-
deavoured to excufe and mitigate the conduét of the council, and gave a proot
of the fpirit that marked the decifion of his character.  Being reproached by
one of his friends for acting againft his party, he replied, * 1 never can be fo
mean to iit at a board, when I cannot utter a word in its defence *.””  But
although he conceived, that it was unbecoming in him not to defend thofe
with whem he fat in council, and althongh he well kuew that their faults
had been exaggerated, yet he found fufficient abufes to call for immediate
correction. He laboured therefore to prove to the buad, the neceffity of
affuming a more decifive condué ; and he {o far ingratiated himfelf with his
fellow counfellors 4, that his advice was followed, and his pluns were ufually
adopted. '

The union of {pirit and prudence, in {o young a man, fill farther recom-
mended him to the notice of Godolphin, who appears to have placed in him
the moft implicit contdence, and to have availed himfelf of his advice and
affiftance on many impoilant occafions.

At the mecting of the new parliament, \WValpole feconded the motion,
made by lord Granby, to nominate Smith fpeaker, who was favoured by the
Whigs, againft Bromley, who was propofed by the Tories. The conteft
was carried on with great heat and animofity between the two partics ; but
the majority in favour of Smith proved the triumph of the Whigs.

Walpole had alrcady exerted himfulf with confiderable fuccefs, in cement-
ing this union between Godolphin and the Whigs ; but he now came forward
with fiill greater cffeét, and ftrenuoufly exhorted his patron to obtain the
zealous co-operation of that powerful and popular party. He urged, that the
leaders of the Torics in the houfe of commons, were directed and influenced
by his enemies and rivals; and cenfured the {pirit of bitternels and violence,
ot umbrage and perfecution which had becn I1:11;[:1); predominant in all their
mcafures ; he reprefented, in the ftrongeft terms, that the Tories, although
they had been roufed by the gencral energy of the nation to approve and fe-
cond the grand alliance, were yet averfe to the continuance of the war with
France; and that on the contrary, the Whigs were not only fincere, but en-
thufiafts in their zeal for the depreffion of the houfe of Bourbon.

*His reprefentations were liftened to with attention, and gradually had
their effect; Godolphin availed himfelf of his intimacy with Devonthire,
Halifax, Somers, and Townfhend, to arrange the coalition, which afterwards

# From the late lord Walpole, to the late earl of Hardwick,
t Etough’s Account of bir Robert Walpale,
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took place. If the union of the Treafurer with this party was not fo complete
and uniform as fome of the zealous Whigs expeéted, the failure proceeded
from his apprehenfions of the queen’s difpleafure, his inclination to the prin-
ciples of the Tories, and bis affettion fur the dethroned family, which was
never entirely obliterated.

1n confequence of thele repugnant principles, the adminiftration was a
motley mixture of Torics and Whigs, perpetually at variance, and fecretly
caballing to fupplant each other. At firfl the Tories feemed predominant in
the cabinet ; but the afcendancy of the Whigs foon appeared, from the no-
mination of Cowper to be lord keeper of the great feal, in the room of fir
Nathaniel Wright ; yet Harley #ill continued fecretary of (tate, and through
the means of Mrs. Mafham, was gradually undermining the influence of
Godolphin and Marlborough. During thele cabals, the leaders of the
Whigs, perceiving that the queen favoured the Tories, forced Charles earl of
Sunderland into the office of [ecretary of ftate, in the place of fir Charles
Hedges, in direct oppofition to the avowed wifh of the quecn, and in con-
tradi€tion * to the fecret inclinations both of Godolphin and Marlborough.
The appointment of Sunderland was a decided victory, and from that mo-
ment the whole adminiftration adopted the principles, and followed the mea-
fures of the Whigs. Afrer {fome unavailing ftruggles, Harley was difmiffed
from the office of fecretary of flate, and fucceeded by Henry Boyle, after-
wards lord Carleton, who proved his friendfhip for Walpole, by appointing
his brother, Horace, his private fecretary ; and the fubfequent nomination
of loid Somers to the prefidentfhip of the council, completed the triumph of
the party.

Walpole himfelf was not overlooked in the change. He was feletted by
Marlborough as the moft proper perfon to fucceed his favourite, St. John,
in the delicate office of fecretary at war + ; an office which required a perfon
of no lefs prudence than ability. During the abfgnce of Marlborough, the
fecretary at war tranfacted the bufinefs of the department perfonally with the
queen ; he was to correfpond officially and confidentially with the commander
in chief; and had the difficult tafk to conciliate the capricious temper of the
duchefs of Marlborough, who interfered in all bufinefs, governed her hufband
with the moft abfolute fway, and who now treated the queen with thofe
marks of difrefpeft, which finally occafioned her own difgrace, and the fall
of the Whig adminiftration.

* Condud of the Ducliefs of Mmilborough.  duke of Marlborough; but a8 he was abroad

+ The office of {ecretary at war was deftined  with the duke, Walpole retained that place
to Cardonnel, confidential fecretary to the until-his return,
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On the deceafe of Sir Thomas Iittleton, Walpole was appointed treafurer
of the navy, which office he held for a fhort time, with that of {ecietary at
war.

In additin to his parlamentary abilities, Walpole endeared himfelf to
Godolphin by activty and punéuahty in bufinefs, order amgl precifion in
accounts, great knowledge of finance, and the moft erfgaging manners.
The treafurer admitted him into his moft fecret councils, entrufted him with
the delicate office of compofing.the {peeches from the throne,. and from the
time of Harley’s refignation, committed to him the management of the houfe
of commons *, Nothing will place the prudent and conciliating charaéter of
the young fcnator in a ftronger light, than that Godolphin and Marlbo-
rough, who never cordially coalefced with the Whigs, fhould take into their
confidence, one who had proved himfelf, and (hll continued to prove him-
{elf, fo ardently attached to that party ; al the fame time be was lo far from
forfeiting the fuveur of the Whigs, that he was equally beloved and trufted
by their leaders.

In 1710, Walpole was appointed one of the managers for the impeacli-
ment of Sacheverel, and prindpally conduéted that bufinels in the houfe
of commons. To bring Sacheverel to a trial, and to diflinguith hun with
an impeachment, maniged in the moft folemn manner, for a miferable per-
formance, which, without fuch notice, would have {peechly funk into oblivion,
was an inexcufable dégradation of the dignity of the houfe of commons,
and affords a ftriking inftance of the height of folly and infatuation to which
the {pirit of party will carry even the wileft men. It 15 well known that this
mealure was fuggefted by Godolphin, who was feverely fatinfed in the fer-
mon under the name of Volpone, and that it was warmly oppofed by
Somers and the Whig lords. Walpole, in conformity to their opinion, en-
dcavoured to prevail on Godolphin to defift from the profecution ; but all
arguments were ineffetual. The minifter, in this inftance, laid afide his
utual circumi{peétion, And, irritated by a paffion unworthy of the occafion,
infifted with fo much vehemence, that hé finally extorted the confent of his
colleagues In office.

Walpole, ating in conformity to their refolutions, conducted himfelf on
the occafion with no lefs prudence than fpirit. It fell to his thare to fupport
the firft article of the charge; that Sacheverel had {uggefted and maintained,
“ That the neceflfary means ufed to bring about the happy revolution, were
« ochous and unjuflifiable ; that his late majefty, in his declaration, difclaim-
“ ¢d the lealt imputation of refiftance, and -that to impute refiftance to the

* Etough’s Account of Sir Robert Walpole.
“ faid



SIR, ROBERT WALPOLE,

“ {aid revolution, was to caft black and odious colours upon Lis late majelty
“ and the faid revolution,”

On this delicaté fubject, which it is fo difficult to definc and refirain,
within the proper bounds, while the do&rine of refiftance is allowed, m
cales of extreme neceffity, he fpoke with equal precifion, modcration, and
energy, and drew the happy medium between the extremes of licentiouf-
pefs and rational liberty ; between a juft oppofition to arbitrary meafures, and
a due fubmiffion to a free and well-regulated government *. While he re-
probated, in the ftrongeft terms, the dorines of divine indefeafible right,
and paffive obedience, he by no mcans encouraged, even in the flighteft
degree, any vague notions of refiftance in undetermined cafes, or upon teteial
motives; but eftablithed hereditary right as the efience of the Britith con-
flitution, never to be tranfgrefled, except in {uch inflances as jufhificd the
1evolution.

The refult of this ill-judged trial was far different from the event whicl
£50dolphin and his friends weakly expected. The triumph of the Tories was
¢vident from the lenity of the fentence, which only ordered, that the fermon
fhould be burnt by the common hangman, and fufpended Sacheverel from
preaching during three years. The unpopularlty of the minifters was highly
increafed ; the inclination of the queen, in favour of their opponents, was
oftentatioufly manifefled ; the populace was inflamed ; and the confequence
of this a&t of imprudence and precipitation, was the downfall of thofe who
hoped to find, in the condemnation of Sacheverel, the revival of their popula-
rity, and the eftablifhment of their power.

It may not perhaps, in this place, be improper to obferve, that the fatal
and mifchievous confequences which refulted from the trial of Sacheverel,
had a permanent effet on the future conduct of Walpole, when he was af-
terwards placed at the head of adminiftration. It infufed into him an aver-
fion and horror at any interpofition in the affairs of the church, and led him
to affume, occafionally, a line of conduét which appeared to militate againft
thofe principles of gencral tolenation, to which he was naturally inclined.

Soon after the removal of the Whig adminiftration, Walpole publithed a
pamphlet on this 4 remarkable trial, entitled, Four Letters to a Friend in
North Britain, upon the publifhing the Trial of Dr. Sacheverel. The firft
letter ftates the particulars which preceded the trial; the fecond, thofe which

® This fpeech, written in his own hand, is 4 'This pamphlet is s#roncoudly attributed {0
{hll extant among the Orford Papers. The Asthur Mainwaring, by Tindal, and the Bio-
printed fpeech, in the account of achieverel's graphin Brittanica. See Royal and Noble Au-
trial, is taken from it verbatim, Bufke has thors; Amicle, Earl of 0 ord.

uotcd a fenfible pa of it in his A
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accompanicd it 3 the third, thofe whicl followed it ; and the fourth difplays
the confequences. The purport of this publication, was to prove in clear and
familiar Janguage, and by a plain, but firong deduétion of reafoning, that
the abettors of Sacheverel were the abettors of the Pretender; and that thofe
who agreed with him to condemn fuch refiftance as dethroned the father,
could have no other meaning than the reftitution of the f{on.

CHAPTER THE FIFTH:

1710,

Intrigues and Cabals whick occafioned the Removal of the Wihig Adminifiyation.—
Walpole holds a confidential Corrcfpondence with the Duke of Marlboroug h,
Lord Town/lend, and Horace IWalpole.—Repedds the Offers and defpifes the
Threats of Harley—Refufes to take a Part in the new Adminyfiration.

ALPOLE now began to enjoy, in the poffefion of an honourable

and lucrative office, the reward of his able and uniform conduét,
and had the pride of feeing his country fucce(sful beyond the example of
former ages, fince the days of Elizabeth, under a great and wife adminiftra-
tion, in which he bore an altive part. Marlborough, Godolphin, Somers,
Sunderland, Wharton, Cowper, Hali{ax, and Townfhend, occupied the firft
pofts of government, were united in the fame canfe, acted with the fame
views, and promoted the honour and advantage of England by the mofl
vigorous and fpirited meafures; but he did not long feel this fatisfaction,
for at the very moment when the country was reaping the fruits of their
wifdom, forefight, and energy, the miniftry was removed. Had not this
change taken place, the king of France muft hive accepted the terms of

- peace offered by England, and unequivocally compelled his grandfon,

Philip, to renounce the crown of Spain. St. Simon ® calls the intrigues
which introduced a Tory adminiftration that faved France, /s miracles de

Londres. The king of Pruffia 4, alfo fpeaking of Marlborough, fays,

® Memoires fecrets du regue de Louis XTIV, par Lovis duc de St, Simos.
4 Dialogue Des morts Marlborough, Eugene, Lichtenftéin,

“ What |
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% What ! Hoechftedt, Ramilies, Oudernarde, Malplaquet, were not able
to defend the name of that great man; and even viftory itlelf could not
fhield him againft envy and detraétion ? What part,” he adds, *“ would Eng-
land haye acted without that true hero? he {upported and raifed her, and
would have exalted her to the pinnacle of greatnefs, but for thofe wretched
female intrigues, of which France took advantage to occafion his difgrace.
Louis the Fourteenth was loft, if Marlborough had retained his power two
years more.” In fa, the removal of the Whig miniftry retarded, inftead
of accelerating the peace, becaufe it encouraged Louis the Fourtcenth to”
break the covgrels of Gertruydenberg, threw the quecn entirely into his
power, and the prediction of Marlborough, in a lctter * to Walpole, was
eventually verified. * If ‘the fchemers are fond of a peace; they are not
very dexterous, for moft certainly what is doing in England, will be a great
encouragement to France for continuing the war.”

There never was any event in the annals of this country attended with
more difgraceful confequences to England, or followed by more fatal effeéts
to Europe in general, than the difmiffion of thofe great men, who formed
that gloiious and fuccefsful adminiftration in the reign of queen Anne,
called, by way of diftinétion, the Whig adminiftration.

Our regret at their fall, is ftill further heightened from the confideration,
that it was occafioned by the overbearing temper of a miftrefs of the
robes 4, and principally eftected by the petty intrigues of a bed-chamber-
woman §, againft her benefadtres. The furprifing influence which the
duchefs of Marlborough had acquired over the weak and irrefolute mind
of the good queen Anne, is well defcribed in that extraordinary apology of
her condué, which the duchefs gave to the public. We there find a
princefs of the moft placid temper, falcinated by the captivating manners of
an artful, but agreeable woman; a queen, imbued with high notions of regal
dignity, and a moft exaé obferver of forms, throwing off all etiquette, and
correfponding with her favourite, under the fictitious names of Morley and
Freeman. We find the duchefs, after having engaged the affettions of her
miftrefs by the moft affiduous attention, relapfinginto grofs neglect, and incon-
fequence gradually finking in favbur. We find her at the fame time either not
perceiving, or {triving toconceal from others, and even from herfelf, the decline
of ber ifcendancy, and increafing the difguft of the queen, by her rude and
intemperate behavigur.  Unfortunately, the duchefs of Martborough had fo

® Sce Coarrefpondence, June 23d, 1710,
+ Duchefs of Marlboronghmmi Abigail Hill, M2, and afterwards Jady Matham.
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much credit and power with the duke, her hufband, and Godolphin, that to
remove her it became neceffary to remove the miniftry, over whom fhe pof-
fefled fo ftrong an influence. The artful and cautious manner by which
Mrs. Mafham (upplanted the duchefs of Marlborough, is alfo related in this
apology, which may be called 2 manual of court intrigues, and her cabals
with Harley, are dethiled in the writings of Swift, who derived his informa-
tion on that fubject, from the moft unqueftionable authorities,

The Whigs were beginning to lofe their popularity, when the trial of
Sacheverel raifed a ferment in the nation, and excited a general outcry
againft them. The miniftry, and particularly the duke of Marlborough,
were accufed of protracting the war for their own interefts ; and this calumny
was urged fo boldly and repeatedly, that it was finally believed ; the terms
alfo, which the Britifh plenipotentiaries attempted to exact from Louis the
Fourteenth, though flri¢tly confonant to true policy, and founded on the
principles laid down at the commencement of the war, were declared illiberal,
and only advanced to prevent that haughty monarch from acceding to them.

From an impartial review of the numerous papers, to which I have had
accefs, and from a diligent comparifon of the political writings of thofe
times, T feel the ftrongeft conviction, that the miniftry were fincere in
propofing the terms of peace at the congre(s of Gertruydenberg; that they
were even anxious to lower thedemands of the Dutch, and make them as
moderate as were confiftent with the {ecurity of Europe,and that they were fan-
guine in their expectations that Louis the Fourteenth, circumftanced as he
then was, would accede to them. It alfo appears, from the Diaty of Lord Cow-
per, that he was the only one of the minifters who harboured a doubt on the
fubjet, and that by expreffing that doubt he incurred the indignation of
Godolphin *. During the trial of Sacheverel, when their unpopularity in-

creafed,

® 234 Tanry. 1709, Sunday, lord treafurer
at his houfe, read duke Marlborough's letter,
dated abo® 15 days before, from Hague ; that
Bugs and 3 of the Burgm of Amfterdam,
and the Penfioner had rec? fometime fince, by
overtures of peace from France, vizt

to quit Spain and the Weft Indies, and to give
a barrier to flates in Fisndua, that 'twas 2
fecret, known only aan sbove; that the
Penfioner faid be thould-be ruined if known
he had kept it from the ftates fo long. Lord
treafurer faid, he thew’d it me by queen’s or-
der; Iadvis'd, and it was only to put

the fals more particularly, and*at large,
A8 fopo"r;Pa: poffible, feveral inur,;:ad‘me debates
in cabinet, fhew’d by lord treafurer,

April 2, the following letter from duke Marl-
borough, Hague, April 19, 1709, The depu-
tys of States Gen' were with me yefterday
abo! z hours, the which time was {pent upon
the fubje& of their barrier. After 1 had given
them all the affurances I thought neceflary of
the intentions and inclinations of the queen -
and Englifh nation, of concurring with ther
in what might be reafonahle for their tarrier;
1did epdu}v;ur tl; cure bglem of nn;u‘{n!wfy
they might have of my bein icu con-
}iczed..ghl hope it has hadgal’lm effeét with
*em ; however, [ have done all T can, and fhall
do foto keep them in good bumonr, if peflible.
The inclofed is what they defire for their bar-
rier. It inclofes what might be thmlfill:: ETHI

ingdam,
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creafed, Harley waz admitted, by the introduction of Mrs. Mafham, to {everal

private interviews with the queen, in which he endeavoured to perfuade her

to difmifs the miniftry, but as (he was of a timid, procraftinating difpofition,

he had great difficulty in fucceeding. Not being able to prevail upon her

to take a bold ftep, he artfully led her, by infenfible degrees, to the accom-

plithment of his fcheme. With this view, he perfuadeq her to confult the

duke * of Shrewfbury, whom he had previoufly gained, and in whom fhe
placed great confidence, on thefe points;  Would the public credit {uffer by
the change of adminiftration ? Could that meafure be carried into effect
without a diffolution of parliament ? or would that diffolution be attended
with danger? Could a peace be negotiated with fafety to the queen, and.
with honour to the allies 2™’

The duke of Shrewfbury having given his opinion in the affirmative, and
{fupported the queen in her refolution, Harley perfuaded her to appoint earl
Rivers licutenant of the Tower, in oppofition to the recommendation of
Marlborough 4, and to beftow a regiment, vacant by the death of the earl of
Effex, on Mr. Hill, brother to Mrs. Matham. As the promotion of this
officer was highly difagrecable to the duchefs of Marlborough, and muft
tend to leflen the duke'’s weight and authority in the army, he remonftrated
in perfon, and urged his objeétions in {uch a manly and {pirited manner, as
difpleafed the queen, and induced her to anfwer, that he would do well to
advife with his friends.  Goedolphin having no lefs incffectually reprefented
to her, that the duke’s long and faithful fervices, deferved a more favourable
treatment, Marlborough retired in dilguft to Windfor, and wrote a high

-

kingdom. T hape to perfuade them from fome
of it; fo that I beg very few may fee it: but
when I have done all that may be in my
wer, I fhall then fend it to the fecr?, fo that
1t may come regularly to her majeft,, and the
cab. counc.  Mons' Rouillies meffi nger re-
turned laft night, but I am tald he defires two
days to decypher bis diffatches ; fo that T'de(-
day will be the fooneft I fhall be able to give
you an account of this matter. This it fo cri-
tical a time, that I dare not be of any opinion :
but I remble when [ think thit a very linle
impatience may ruin a fure game Barrier,
Dendmé, Chateau de Ghent, Dame, Oftend,
Newport, Furnes, Knocq, Ipres, Menin, Lifle,
Tournay, Condé, Mons, Valenciennes, Mau-
beuge, Charleroy, Namur, Luxemburgh, Ster,
Eﬂt-Gddrc en propre, permiffion to forti
, 5*le Demer, the head of Flanders, wit

the forts on the Sche'd, Huy, Leigey and
Bon.

Note, during the remaining tranfaction of
the intended peace, which was laid in all its
fteps before whole cabinet, lord treafurer, lord
prefident Somers, and all other lords, did ever
feem confident of a peace. My own diftruft
was {o remarkable, that I was once pfetly
chid by the lord treafurer, never fo muchin any
other cafe, for faying fuch orders would be
proper it the French King Gigoed the-prelimia
nary tieaty, He refented iy making a queflion
ofit, and {aid there could be no doubt, &c. For
my part, nothing but feeing {o great men be-
lieve it, could ever inclme me to thiok France
reduced fo low as toaceept fach conditions,—
Lord Cowper's Diary ; Hardwicke Papers.

* Life of the Duke of Shrewfbury.

+ Swift’s Memoirs relating to the Change
in the Queen's Miniftry, v. XV. p. 2¢.
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{pirited, but indifcreet letter; which, after ftating his readinefs to obtey her
commands, exprefled his regret that all his fervices could mot proteét him
from the malice of a bedchamber woman, and requefled inftant permiffion
to retire. Before the queen had received this lettery fhe became apprehenfive
left the refignation of the duke at this critical junéture, fhould caufe difcon-
tents in the nation,land alarmed at the threats of Sunderland, to propofe in
the houfe of lords the removal of Mrs. Mafham, ordered Godolphin to m-
form Marlborough, that he might difpofe of the regiment. In reply to s
letter, fhe alfo expreflfed her concern at what had pafitd, and by this con-
defcenfion engaged him to continue the command of the army in Flanders.
But although the queen yielded in this inftance, fhe perfevered in her inten-
tions, and foon afterwards gave tmequivocal proofs of her refolution, by dii -
miffing the marquis of Kent from the poft of lord chamberlam, and con-
ferring that office on the duke of Shrewfbury, againft the inchinations of the
miniftry.

During thefe tranfactions Walpole mamtained an official and confidential
correfpondence with the duke of Marlborough, while abfent from England ;
with Lord Townfhend, plempotentiary at the congrefs of Gertruydenberg ;
and with his brother Horace Walpole, private fecretary to Lord Tow ni-
hend. The whole of this intercfting correfpondence is not extant, but a
fufficient part is ftill preferved * to do honour to the perfons who were engaged
in it, to throw a new light over the tranfactions of that period, and to
illuftrate the conduét of the minifters on that memorable occafion. Tt fhews
that their fall was owing no lefs to their own difunion, than to the intri
of Mrs. Mafham and Harley, and the oppofition of the Tories. It plainly
appears to have been the opinion of Walpole, that more active and decifive
meafures fhould have been purfued before the removal of Sunderland. He
lamented the divifion of the miniftry, the jealoufy and coldnefs of Godol-
phin, who would not make any attempt to fave Sunderland ; he conjec-
tured that his difgrace would be followed by the difmiffion of Godolphin
and Marlborough, which they did not forefee, or elfe their difinclination to
Sunderland overcame the apprehenfions which they ought to have enter-
tained for their own fafety.

Walpo!e was at that time in a {fubordinate fituation. He had great obli-
gations both to Godolphin and Mariborough, and 'he was joined in opinion
with the Whig leadérs. ‘He had therefore a very delicate part to aét; yet
he wrotq to Marlborough with great {pisit and fieedom; and even ventured
to advife him not to offend the queen, by refufing obftinately to promote the

® See Correfpondence, Period I.
hufband
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hufband and ‘brother of Mrs, Mafham ; although fuch advice was moft fikely
to offend, as in fact it did offend, the duchefs of Marlborough. It appears
alfo from thefe letters, that Marlborough and Godolphin meanly tampered
with the duke of Shrewfbury, and attcmpted, through his influcnce over the
qucen, to prevent the diffolution of the parliament ; inftead of boldly and
manfully coming forward, they acted this underhand part, and fuffered by this
duatory and equivocal conduét Harley to divide and difunite the Whigs.

Perhaps 1t 10ay be conjectured, that if on the difmiffion of Sunderland,
which was fure to be followed by other changes, notwithftanding the pofitive
affurances of the queen to the contrary, Godolphin and all his friends had
inftantly refigned 1heir places, and if the duke of Marlborough had given
up his command of the army, {o unanimous and bold a meafure would have
difpirited the queen, aud alarmed the Tories. Under thefe impreffions (he
could not have ventured to make a fudden and total change ; fhe would
probably have' been checked by the apprehenfion of alicnating the whale
party of the Whigs, who then formed a large majority in parliament, and of
difgufting the monied men, many of whom made the public credit perfonal
to Godolphin, and fcrupling to advance money upon the faith of the na-
tion, offered it upon his fingle word®. She would have dreaded the re-
monftrances of the emperor and the Dutch, who juftly confidered the great
fuccefles of the war as principally owing to the military talents of Marlbo-
rough.

Sguch was the opinion of Walpole; and Sir Richard Temple, afterwards
Lord Cobham, expreficd his {fentiments in favour of a general refignation, in
a fpirited lette; to his friend Walpole, with whom he then acted, and by
whom he had been ftrongly recommended to the duke of Marlborough.

But, both Walpole and his brother Horace forefaw and lamented that the

Whigs, inftead of adopting this decifive and manly conduét, would be divided
among themfelves, and that feveral would liften to the infidious overtures of

Harley. In effe@, that artful minifter flattered them with the hopes that.

the pailiament fhould not be difflved, and reprefenting the danger which
would threaten the conftitution and religion, fhould thewr whole body defert
the queen, he ufed the remarkable expreffions, * That a Whig game was
“ intended at the bottom,” and that his great obje& would be to promote
the Proteftant fucceffion +.

Thefe reprefentations and promifes had a due ¢ffet, and helped to break
the phalanx, which, had &t remained firm and compadt; mufl have peen in-
vincible. ]

# Life of the duke of Shrewibusy, ' Cowper's Dissy ) Handwicke Papers.
Maxny
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Many of 'the Whigs hefitated, and delayed their refignation. Newcaitle
remained in power until he was removed. The duke of Somerfet was per-
{uaded by the queen to keep his place, but affeted to declare that he would
not attend the privy council ; and even Halifax, the flern champion of the
party, 15 faid to have availed himfeif of his long acquaintance with Harley,
and to have {o cffeGtually ticated with him in priate, that nonc of his own
relations were diiplaced *. Marlborough retained the command of the army
only to be difmifled with ignominy 4, when his fervices were no longer thouglit
neceflary. Devonfhire, Henry Boyle, Wharton, Somers, and Cowper, weic
among the fow leaders who refigned with {prrit and dignity.

Lord Chancellor Cowper, in particular, behaved with unexampled firm-
nefs and honour. He rejeéted with feorn alt the overtures which IHarley
made, 1n the moft humble and fupphcating manner, to induce him to con-
tinue in ofiice.  When he waited on the queen to refign, fhe ftrongly op-
pofed his refolution, and returned the feals three times, after he had lud
them down. At lafl, when ihe could not prevail, {fhe commanded him to
take them; adding, 1 beg it as a favour of you, if I may ufe that expreffion.
Cowper could not refufe to obey her commands; but after a fhort paufe,
taking up the feals, he {aid that he would not carry.them out of the palace,
except on the promule, that the furrender of them would be accepted on the
morrow. * The arguments on my fide,” to ufe the words of l.ord Cawper
himfelf, “ and profeflions, and the repeated importunities of licr majefty,
* drew this audience into the length of three quarters of an hour }.” On
the following day, his refignation was accepted, and foon afterwards the feals
were given Lo Sir Simon Harcourt.

Walpole acted on this occafion an honourable and difintercfted part.
In the wreck of this great adminiftration, Harley, defirous of retaining in
power feveral of the Whigs, with a view to counteibalance the ciedit of
St. John and Harcourt, who already began to give him umbrage, endeavour-

.ed to gain Walpole. He made very. flattering advances; told him that he

was worth half his party §, and preffed kim to continue in adminiftration ;
but all his efforts proved ineffectual,

Harley finding at laft, that promifcs and ﬁattcry were employed without
avail, had recourfe to threats. Hawes, one of his confidential emiffaries, who
was afterwards receiver of the cuftoms, informed Walpole, that the treafurer
4ad in his pofieffion a nate for the contrat of forage, indorfed by him; this

- % Cunningham’s Hi of Great Britain, letsers from Bolingbroke to Drummond. See
vol. 2, p. 305. Letter from Horace Wal- Correfpondence, Period I 2711.
Bolz w0 Etough, Scptembcr arft 1752, See $ Cowper’s Diary. .
ndence, Pericd 1. * § Letter to M.r%uilcm}', in anfwer to his
macher in which Marlborogh was  Remarks, p. 47.
mul by the new miniftry, appears by two . ¥
infinuation
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«infinuation was made in fuch a manner, as to imply, that if Walpole,would
come over to the new mniniftry, this note fhould not be produced agam{‘c him.
But he, no lefs difdainful of menaces than before he was regardicfs of pro-
mifes, rejefted all overtures. In aletter™® written on the 1gth of Scptember,
he obferves to his friend general Stanhope ; “ I believe, in all probability, thus
« will be the laft letter I {hall write from this office. Weare in fuch a way
« here, as I cannot defcribe. But you can imagine nothing worfe than you
¢ will hear. The parligment is not yet diffolved, but this week will certainly
¢ determine it. Dear Stanhope, God profper you, and pray make hafte to us,’

“ that you may fee what you will not believe if it were told you.” A few *

days after writing this letter, he retired from the office of fecretary at war.

Harley, however, was not repulfed by the firft refufal of Walpole to fup-
port his admml.[kgt,pn He had too much fucce(s with many of the Whigs,
not to exert every effort to gain a man whofe talents and eloquence he held
in the bighelt eftimation. He fuffered him to conginue in his place of
treafurer of the navy, feveral months after the Whig miniftry were entirely
routed. He fent feveral meffages, and held fgveral converfations with him,
to perfyade him to moderate his oppofition againft the new meafures; but
his canftant anfwer was, * Make a fafc and honourable. peace, and preferve
% the Protefltant fucceffion, and you will have no oppofition .”

CHAPTER THE STXTH:
I 71 X==1713.

Condult of Walpole in Oppofition—Ably defends the late Adminifiration agaisfi
the Charge of not aceemsing for the public Expewdiiture—Accufed of Breach
of Truft and Corruption when Sm’e’?arv at War —Committed to thé Tower.—
Expelled the Houfe, and :ncapar:mredfrnm fitting in the prefint Parliamont.—
Vifited by Perfons of the'firff Diftinétion’ and Abilities ~sbPixites an able De-
fence of himfelf.

S, Walpale digpified and fupported an adminiftratinn, prafperouns at
bome and gloriaus abread, {o.when it was vilified and difgraged, he
mdr: animated rephies to theattacks of a nowerful and irritated party. Duxing

* . Walpole Papers, b, Beough’s Papersy FHarpcs, Waipg;;,m Etoughy 0%, 142 175%
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the intervening period, from his refignation to the death of queen Anne, he
perfevered in attachment to his late affociates, and in haraffing the new mi-
nifters, with great ability, both in and out of parliament. The firft infiance
tn which he appeared the champion of the fallen party, was upon the me-
tion of an addrefs to the queen. On this occafion, Walpole, whom Swift,
in his hiftory of the four laft years of queen Anne, calls one Mr. Robert Wal-
pole, propofed an amendment to the addrefs, importing that no peace can
be lionourable to Great Britain and Europe, if Spain and the Indies are to
be allotted to a branch of the houfe of Bourbon. This clsuie, whicli had
been carried by the lords, was negatived in the houfe of commons by a very
great majority.

- But his fubfequent efforts were {till more important and ufeful. The To-
ries having attempted to srraign the meafures of their predecefiors in office,
turned their principal objetions againft the management of the revenue;
a topic on whicli it was moft eafy to delude the public mind, by introducing a
feries of complicated calculations. This attack was principally levelled againft
Godolphin, who was accufed of having profufely lavifhed the public money,
and of not having accounted for the fums voted by parliament. When
feveral of his former adherents in the houle of commons deferted the ex-mi-
nifter, a few defended his caufe, and argued that the clamours raifed againft
him, were merely the cffufions of malice and calumny. The infidious at-
tack was mafqued under the plaufible appearance of appointing a committee
for examining and ftating the public accounts. St. Joha employed all the
powers of his eloquence, to thew the neceffity of taking into confideration.
the national expenditure ; maintained that none but thofe who were enemies
to their country, or who would themfelves plunder the treafury, would be
fo bold as to oppofe the inquiry; and fupported his arguments with the
moft ardent affe&ation of zeal for the church and conftitution.

No fooner had St. Jobn ceafed {peaking, than Walpole rofe with great
fpirit to vindicate his patrén from the imputation of, corruption and malver-
fation. He did not, however, condefcend’ to mske any reply to the hypo-
critical affeveration of St. John, in regard to mhg;on, but confined his re-
marks to the fubject of debate. He explained, in a calm and diftint man-
ner, the accounts of the public expenditure, and confirmed the truth of his
report, by the original receipts, and the moft authentic teftimonies. After
imving provedathat' the mquiry was founded on party animofity, he con-
cluded by obferving, “ If he is accufed, who cannot be charged with any
grime, or any juft fufpicion of & crime, and whom the member who {poke laft
could neither fear nor hate, take heed left the conftitution thould receive
a wound throueh his fides. It is obvious, how much the multitude is under

thie
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the influence of bribery, it is' obvious, that the people of England are at
this moment animated again{t each other, with a {pirit of hatred and ran-
cour. It behoves you, in the firft place, to find a remedy for thofe diftem-
pers, which at prefent are predominant in the civil conftitution, and unlefs
you rejet this inquiry with becoming indignation, I leave you to conjec-
jure the fituation to which this kingdom and government are likely to be
expofed® . But the zeal and eloquence of Walpole had no effet ; for the
committee was appointed, confifting of perfons principally Tories, and two
notorious Jacobites; all previoufly determined to arraign the proceedings
of the former adminiftration. The refult of their inquiry was given in a moft
extraordinary report, which paffed the houfe on the 12th of April, and was
prefented to the queen on the fame day, After Rating the great arrears due
trom public taxes, many embezzlements and {candalous abufes, evil mifma-
nagement in public offices, and mifapplication of parliamentary fupplies, it
boldly afferted,  That of the monies granted by parliament, and iffued for the
¢ public fervice to Chriftmas 1710, THERE REMAINS UNACCOUNTED FOR,
¢ THE sUM OF £.35,302,107, FOR A GREAT PART OF WHICH NO Ac-
“ COMPTS HAVE $0 MUCH AS BEEN LAID BEFORE THE AUDITORS;
“ and for the reft, though fome accompts have been brought in, yet they
“ have not been profecuted by the accomptants, and finifhed.” This unqua-
lified reproach call by the houfe of commons on the cx-minifters, had for a
fhort time a prodigious effeét in increafing the unpopularity of the Whigs.
The people conceived it to be impoffible, that the commons would advance
fuch an affertion, without the moft convincing proofs in its favour. A general
belief gained ground, that the nation had been deceived and betrayed ; frefh
confidence was placed in the new minifters, who thus difplayed their care
for the people, and proved their capacily by contriving fuch means as might
afcertain and {ecure {o vait a debt.

In oppofition to thefe accufations, Walpole again came forth as the cham-
pion of his colleagucs, and pubhfhcd “ The Debts of the Nation {tated and
¢ confidered,” and the * Thlrty-ﬁ\c Millions accounted for.” In thefe
publications, the author, who is called by Arthur Mainwaring, #4e bgff ma/ies
of fyures of duy man of his time, gave, in a {mall compafs, {0 accurate a {cheme
of the public debts, efpecially of the navy, together with the managenicnt
of the revenues, the anticipations, the debts, and the reafons and neceffity ot
them, as entirely undeccived the public, and refuted the calumnies which
had been fo induftrioufly raifed +. He proved, in a clear and ﬁtiafa&o:]

. Cnnmu;lums Hiary of Great Britain, from the beginning of the reign of queen -

vol. 2 P 349, Anne, to the prefint time, 171 3g.~Tin-
1 Condutt ds Robert Walpole, Efquire, ~dal, ﬂnu.ich:-: ¢ ng ti 719 P.26.
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mander, that the debt of the navy, which was eftimated at £. 5,130,530i
did not exceed /. 574,000 ; and that of the whole £.33,000,000, all but
£. 4,000,000 had been accounted for.

Walpole had diftinguifhed himfelf too ably in the houfe of commons, and
by his publications had proved himfelf too warm a friend of the fallen mi-
niftry, and too powerful an adverfary to the reigning adminiftration, not to
be fingled out as one of the facrifices to be made at the fhrine of party
vengeance.  His expulfion, therefore, from the houfe of commons was re-
{olved, and a meeting held for the purpofe of confulting on the means of
proceeding, by the leaders of the oppofite party. But the injuftice of this
3t was eficemed o flagrant, and the nnputations of guilt {o faint and falle,
that many of thofe who had united to overturn the late adminiftration, de-
clared their averfion to this malicious defign. Bromley *, however, re-
moved their fcruples, by declaring that the expulfion of Walpole was the
wiwm weceffarivm, as they could not carry on the bufinefs, if he was fuf-
fered to continue in the houfe. It is no wonder, therefore, that his enemics,
who could command a majority, fhould find a plaufible pretext. The
commiffioners of public accounts laid a cliarge of venality and corruption
againft him for forage-contradts in Scotland while he was fccretary at war.
They accufed him of having taken, in two contracts, two notes of hand, one
for 500 guineas, the other for /. 500, the firft of which had been paid, and
a receipt given in his name, and of the other £. 400 was paid. It appeared,
on examination of the witneffes, on oath, that the contractors, rather than
admit into their partnerfhip Robert Mann, agent for Walpole, who, accord-
ing to the tenour of the original agreement, referved a fhare for a friend, to
have a benefit of the fifth par(, if not redecmed by the contraltors with a
fum of money, had preferred paying the soo guincas and £. 500 ; and that
Mann had received the money for the firlt note, and had obtatned the fo-
cond note as a depdfit for the fum {pecified to be paid. ,

In confequence of thefe reports, Walpole was heard in his own deferes,
though no particulars of his {peech are preferved in the proceedings of par-.
liament ; after he had withdrawn, a warm debate took place, which lafted
till paft ten at night. «His frfends, on this occafion, fupported him with
fo much zeal, that the houfe was divided four times in the fame fittings
and the minifters, who carried all-political queftions in this {effion with only
a trifling oppofition, gained thre motions for his condemnation and expulfion,
by a fmall majority. On the firft ‘divifion, in which Pulteney, then- his
intimate friend, afterwards his moft bitter opponent, was teller, the,

& Letter from Horace Walpole to Etough, September a3, 1951
§ amendment, ,
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amendment, to leave out the words, * and notorious corruption,” was ne-
gatived by a majority of 52. -The main queftion paffed in the affirmative
by g7. The motion for comnntting him to the Tower by only twelye;
and his expulfion was decreed by 22 *. Thefe {mall majorities fuffi-
ciently prove, either that Walpole poffeffed great perfonal influence in the
houfe, or that many of the Tories confidered his accufation a {candalous
profecution, and would not give their votes againft hin. The houfe, hows
ever, refolved,  That Robert Walpole, efquire, was guilty of a high breach
of truft, and notorious corruption. That he fhould be commutted prifoner
to the Tower of London;” and on a fubfequent motion, which was carried
only by a majonty of twenty votes, that he fhould be expelled +-.

On the next morming, Walpole furrendered himfelf a prilncr, and was
committed to the Tower. It was expelted, that he would huve petitioned,
and {ubmitted himfelf to the cenfure of the houfe; but he refufed making
any conceflion, which could imply a confcioufnels of guilt, and he there-
forc remained a prifoner until the prorogation of parliament. In the mean
time a new wit being iffucd for Lynn, he was re-chofen for that borongh s
but a petition being macle againft the return, by Samuel Taylor, the oppof-
g candidate, the commons refolved, *“ That having been cxpelled this
houfe for an lugh breach of tiuft in the execution of his eflice, and notori-
ous corruption, when fecretary at war, he was incapable of bewng re-clected
a member to fuve in the prelent parliament §."

While he remamed a prifoner, he was confidered as a martyr to the
caufe of the Whigs, and repeatedly vifited by perfons of the higheft diftine-
tion and abilities, patticularly by the duke and duchefs of Maiiborough,
Godolphin, Sunderland, Somers, and Pultcary; and his apartment exhi-
bited the appearance of a crouded levee ||,

During his confinement, he had fufficient leifure to compofe a clear and
judicious vindication of himfelf, which was publithed under the title of
“ The Cafe of Myr. WWalpole, in a Letter from a Tory Member of Parliament
20 Ais Friend i the Counrry.” In this mafterly defence, he fully juftifies
himfelf, and appeals to evidence, taken upon oath, from the two principal
charges, high breach of truft, and notorious corruption. In regard to high

* ift. 155 againft 207; 2d, mBe=a0s 1d, t Journals.—~Chandler’s Debates.
wo—168: 4th. i#8—~170. The mmovon of )| Lufe of the Dirke of Shrewibury.—~Annajs
cenfure againft the duke of Marlborough was  of Queen Anue, for 1712, p. 140 =—Couldult
carried by a much greater majority, 2yoagainft  of Mr. Walpole,=Anfwer to a fcurriloys
@b~ Journals. Libel, , - .

+ Jpurnals.—~Chandler’s Debates,
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breach of truft, he fhews that he had no advantage in the contrals ; that
he was not the only perfon concerned in making them, and that they were
fettled on the beft and moft advantageous terms to be obtained at the time;
in reply to the charge of notorious corruption, he proves that a fhare in the
contra&t being given to his friend, Robert Mann, the contractors preferrcd
paying him a fum of money in recompence for giving up his fhare; that
the contractor, who had negociated this bargain with Mann, dying, the
other not knowing his name, made the note of hand payable to Walpole
or order, for the ufe of his friend ; that the note was endorfcd by himfelt
enly for form, and the money received by Mann was for his ownuleand be-
fit, and that Walpole had not the leaft intereft, directly or indire&ly, in this
affair,

T have been thus particular in ftating the defence of Walpole, becaufe it
gives ftrong proofs of his innocence, and was never fairly and candidly an-
fwered ; becanfe fome of the very perfons who vifited him in prifon, and
not only defended but applauded his condu@ in this inftance, afterwaids,
when in oppofition, reproached him with the commiffion of this very crimz,
of which they had publicly and formally abfolved him; and Lecaule fome
late ® writers, of different principles, have ftigmatifcd his memory, without
having fufficiently examined his defence +.

This imprifonment has been called the prelude to his rife; and lord
Lan{downe, who was afterwards configned to the fame apartment, wrote
thefe lines under Walpole’s name, which he had left on the window =

Good unexpe@ed, evil unforeleen,

Appear by turns, as fortune thifts the {cene;
Soine rais’d aloft, come tumbling down amain,
And fall fo hard, they bound and rife again }.

A popular ballad, compofed by Eaftcourt the player, in honour of Wal-

* See Smollet, vol. 2. p.20g. Macpherfon’s
Hiltery, vol. 2. p. 537.

+ For the invefiigation of this inquiry, in
which the honour and charafter of Sir Robert
Walpole is involved, 1 have confulted and
eompared the joumsls of the Houfe of Cum-
mouis, Pmctcdmg in Parliament, Burnet, Tin-
i, Cldm xon, Cafe of Mr. Walpele, Con-
du® of Robest Walpole, efquire; and An Asn-
fwer to the Charafter and Conduét of Ro-
bert Walpole, efquire, with an exa® account

of his papularity, publifhed in 1717, In this
laft publication, the suthor endeasours to re-
fute Walpole's defence of himfelf, and to fhew
that the n.oney paid to Mann was for Walpole
himfelf, but s all his accufations amount to
mere allstions and conjectures, without the
{mallefk avidence of the fad, it is only here
mentiowed as a proof that L have not examined
e ﬂ':: o’f the queftion.

1 Walpole’s Catalogue of Royal and Noble

Authors, V. 11, p. 128, Lan{downt's Poenm

pole,
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pole, during his imprifonment, proves the high eftcem in which he was then ~ Clapier 5.
held by his party, and predifted, with a true prophetic fpint, his future 1731101713
greatnefs. -

On the Fewel in the Tower.

1.
If what the Tower of London holds
Is valu'd for more than its power;
Then counting what it now enfolds,
How wondrous rich is the fame Tower.

2.

I think not of the armory,

Nor of the guns and lion’s roar,
Nor yet the valu'd library,

I mean the Jewel in the Tower.

3.
This jewel late adorn’d the court,
With excellence unknown before
But now being blown upon in fport,
This Jewel's cafe is now the Tower.

4-
State lapidaries there have been,
To weigh and prove and look it o’er;
The very fathion’s worth being {een,
Th’ intrinfic, more thaan is the Tower.

5.
*Tis not St. George’s diamond,
Nor any of his partner’s ftore ;
It never yet to fuch belong’d,
Which fent this Jewel to the Tower,

6.
With thoufand methods they did try it,
Whofe firmnefs {trengthen’d ev'ry bour;
They were not able all to buy it,
And {o they fedt it to the Tower.



£0
Period T.

a6y6tor714.
St )

MEMOIRS"OF

Y O
They would have prov'd it counterfeit,
That it was right "twas truly fwore;
But oaths, nor words, cou’d nothing get,
And fo they fent it to the Tomwer.

8.
It's brilliant brightnefs who can doubt,
By Marlbarough it was fometimes wore ;
They turn’d the mighty malfter out,
Who turn'd this jewel into the Tower,

9.
Thefe are the marks upon it found,

King William’s creft it bears before,
And liberty’s engraven round,

Though now confin’d within the Tower

10.

Nor France in it an interefl las,
Nor Spain with all its golden ore 3

For to the quean and high allics,
Belongs this Jewel in the Tozwer,

II.

The owners modeftly referv’d
It in a decent Norfolk' bower,
And fcarce yet think it has deferv'd
The Cafar’s honour of the Tower.

o i

The day fhall come to mueke amends,
This jewel fhall with pndc be wore,

And o'er his foes, and with his friendsy
Shine glorious bright out of the Tower.

Lady Walpole ¥, who had a plesfing voice, ufed to fing
great fpinit and effe®, and was particulurly fond of dwelling on the laft verfe,
at the time when the prophecy was fulfiled ; when the prifoner

“ QO'er kis foes, nnd with ki friends,
“ Shone glorous bright ot of the Tower.”

# From Lord Oiford.

this ballad with
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH:

I1712—1714.

i e.fwyr d [fionr his Imprifoument.— Exotions in Favour of s Par iy .—Dublifhes
various palitical Pieces—Eulogium of kim, by Godolphin —DPubli ifhes the 1 [
tory of the late Par lrament —Re-elected for Lynn—Speaks aganyfl the Peace,
the Treaty of Commerce ; and the Schifm Bill :—In favorr of Sir Richard Stedle,
for primting the Crifis aad the Englyflman,

H E miniftry having protratted the feflion by adjournment *, inftead
of ending it by prorogation, merely to detain him in prifon, Walpole
was not releafed until the 8th ef July. From that period till the diffolution,
which took place on the 8th of Auguft 1713, being incapacitated from ferv-
ing his party in the houfe of commons, he cxerted himfelf in maintaining the
anmion of the Whigs, in conciliating the leaders, often difcordant in their
opinions, jcalous of each other, or lukewarm in their conduét. He was a
prmmpal director of their counfels, and the great manager of their delibe-
vations. The ma.gnammlt) and cheerfulncfs with which he ated and fuf-
fered, his liberality in expending large fums in procuring intelligence, and
promoting the Proteftant fuccefiion, the hofpitality with which he enter-
tained his political affociates, cndeared him to the party, animated their
counicls, and contribisted to preferve them from defe@®ion. The heavy cx-
pences incurred by thefc means, injured his private fortune, and involved
him in pecuniary embarrafiments; acircumftance which perhaps gave rife to,
or at leaft fanétioned the report, afterwards induftrioufly circulated by op-
pofition, of his being a needy advéhturer, who had not credit enough to raife
an hundred pounds on his own fecurity 4. The gratitude he afterwards dif-
played to thofe perfons who accommodated him with money at a confider-
able nfk, docs honour to his character. .
During this period, he ably employed his pen in the {ervice of his party.
He affifted Steele in feveral political pamphlets | ; and publifhed an anfwer

* Journals.—Huttory of his Adminifiration, mation Difplayed, p. 8. —An Anfwer 6 one
ps 16. o Part of an Infamous Libel, &c. p. 34.
+ Pulteney’s Reply to Sedition and Defa- $ Macpherfon's Papers, vol. 2. p 511,
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Lo the vote of the houfe of commons, that the ftates general had been deficient
in their proportion of troops, and that the queen had paid fubfidies to
the amount, of three millions of crowns above the fum ftipulated.

His zcal and exertions were fo confpicuous, that he reccived a flattering

teftimony of efteem, ina vifit which he paid to Godolphin, while confined
with his laft illnefs at St. Alban’s, in the houfe of the dutchefs of Marlbo-
rough, The dying ftatefman turning to the dutche(s, who ftood by his bed-
fide, faid to hei, « If you ever forfake that young man, and if fouls are per-
mitted to return from the grave to thé®arth, I will appear to you and re-
proach you for your conduét *.”
. The diffolution of the parliament at length taking place, Walpole’s inca-
pacity was removed, and he was again chofen for Lynn, While the elec-
tions were depending, it was the opinion of Somers, and the Whig lords,
that to ftate to the people, in a ftrong and perfpicuous manner, the proceed-
ings of the late parliament, with a view to expofe the meaflurcs of the miniftry,
and to guide the electors in the choiee of the new reprefentatives, would be
highly advantageous to their party. As noone feemed better calculated for
this office than Walpole, he undertook a pamphlet, at their defire, on the
Thur{day, and publithed it on the Tuelday following 4, under the Title
of, A Short Hiftory of the Parhament, with the motto :

& Venalis Populus, venalis Curia Patrum.

To this publication is prefixed, a dedication by Pulteney, then his coad-
jutor, compofed n a {train of irony ard humour peculiarly his own, and in
which, though addrefled to an anonymous peer, it was eafy to perceive that
the earl of Oxford was the objeét of allufion.

The pamphlet tends to prove, that the proceedings of the parliament had
been diteétly contrary to the honour and advantage of England. The au-
thor defends the meafures of the late adminiftation with great ability ;
and after refuting the c¢enfyrés pafled on Marlbomough and Townfhend,
inftances his own cafe, and deferibes himfel( as fharing the honour of an im-
peachment with thofe illuftrious men, His animadverfions on the conduét
of the parliameut, were made with fo much freedom and alperity, that it
was not deemed pradent to entruft them to a common printer. Walpole him-
{elf, at a fubfequent period, expreffes the apprehenfions of the danger he might
have incurred, had the author been difcovered. “ There is a2 noble lord

® From the late carl of Orford. |
+ Article, Earl of Orford, in Catalogue of Royal and Noble Authors, in which many of lLis
other pamphlets are enumerated,

in
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in the other houfe, who can, if he pleafes, inform gentlemen, that the author
of that hiftory was fo apprehenfive of the confequences of printing it, that
the prefs was carried to hishoufe, and the copies printed there ®."”

In the new parliament, which met on the 16th of February, Walpolc, de-
riving frefh luftre from his late temporary eclipfe, diftinguifhed himfelf with
more than ufual ability, Fe warmly oppofed the peace; the foundation of
the South Seca company ; the treaty of commerce with France; the {chifm
bill : and in all thefe inftances he proved his confummate knowledge and
cxperience in aflairs of the moft complicated nature, and greatly embarrafied
the [peakers on the fide of government. .

He was allo particularly altive in defence of Steele, who had rendered him-
felf obnoxious to the minifters by Lis bold writings on the fide of the Whigs,
and was accufed by auditor Foley, fir William Wyndham, and the Torics,
of having publifhed the Englithman and the Crifis. The rage of party was
fo violeqt on this occafion, that an attempt was made to compel Stecle to
withdraw, without entering into his own defence, but this unjuft propofition
was over-ruled without a divifion, though it occafioned a debate of fome
lengtly, in which Walpole took an acive part. The motion, that he thould
be permitted to gnake his defence to the imputed libel, paragraph by para-
graph, was, ho&r, determined againft him.  He then entered on his de-
fence, with a temper, modefty, and eloquence quite unu,ual to him,and conti-
nued ipcaL:ntr three hours,  After he Lad withdrawn, no member on the fide
of the miniflry attempted to anfwer him ; and auditor Foley anly obferved,
that without amufing the houfe with long fpeeches, it was plain to every
body, that the writings complained of, were {editious and f{candalous, in-
jurious to her majefty’s povernment, the church, and the univerfitics;
antl moved for the queftion. This motioh occafioned a warm dcbate, in
which Walpale bore the moft active and principal (hare. Among other
bold anumnadverfions, he oblerved, That this violent profecution ftruck at
the liberties of the fubjet in general, and of the members of that houfe in
particular ; juftified Mr. Steele en all the heads of the accufation raifed
againft him ; and faid, he hoped the houfe would not facrifice @nc of their
me:p.bcrs to the refentment and rage of the miniftry, for no other crime tham
his” expofing their mlfmanagcmm and, like a good pamut. warnmg his
countrymen againft the imminent dangers with which the nation in general,
and in pagticular her majefty’s facred perfon were threatened, by the visble
encouragement that was given to the Pretender’s friends. In this defence,

* Chandler's Debates, April 3, 1538.—Probably the peer alluded to was lord Cobham.
G2 Walpole

43
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1713to1714.
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Walpole afked. the houfe, * Why the author was anfwerable in parliament for
the things which he wrote in his private capacity? And if he is punifh-
able by law, why is he not left to the law ? By this mode of procecding, par-
liament, which ufed to be the fcourge only of evil minifters, s made by mi-
nifters the feourpe of the fubject- The minifters, he added, are {uliiciently
armed with authority ; they poflefs the great fanflion of rewards and pu-
nifhments, the difpofal of the privy purfe, the grace of pardoning, and the
power of condemmng to the pillory for feditious writings; powers confiftent
with, and naturally anfing from their eslted fituation, and which theyscan-
not too jealoufly guard from being perverted to anfwer mdiect or ciiminal
purpofes. In former reigns, tic audacity of corruption extended itfelt only
to judges and juries; the attempt fo to degiade parliament was, till tha
prefent period, unheard of.  The liberty of the prefs 1s unreftrained ; how
then fhall a part of the legiflature dare to punilh that as a crime which is
not declared fo he fo by any law, framed by the whole? ‘And why {honlki
that houfe be made the inflrument of fuch a deteftable purpofe ; that houle,
which had to boaft the honourable diftinétion of being appliéd to, as the
fource of redrefs, in allvafes of oppreflion.  Stecle, be abferved, has advanced
nothing which bears a dircét *eriminal conflruction ; nothyge which can be
conftrucd into guilt without the affiftance of forced inuﬁ:es; and fhall
parliament aflume the ungracious part of thus inferring guilt from mere ar-
bitrary conftruction ? If they do, what advantage to government or the
community can be expefted to refult from fuch a meafure ? Are doltrines
vefuted, and truths {upprefled, by being cenfured or ftigmatized >—In the
reign of James, it was criminal to fay, that the king was a Papifl ; but the
feverity of the law, or the cruelty of its minifters could not eradicate tfrom
the mind of a fingle individual, the confirmed belief of the fact. Steele is only
attacked, becaule he is the advocate for the Proteflant fuccefion, the caufe
which be foably defends, gives the offence ; through his fides the fucceffion 1s
to be wounded ; his punithment will be a fymptom, that the fucceffion is in
Jdanger; and the miniflry are now feeling the pulfe of parliament, to fee how
far they may be able to proeeced. Does Mr. Steele, he inquired, incur any
blame for writing again{t Popery? In the reign of James, indeed, preadﬁﬂg
againft Popery was confidered as cafting atrefletion on the miniftry. But it
was not {o inthe reign of king William. From.what fatahity does it arifs, that

- whadods written in favour of the Proteftant facceffion, and was countengnced

hy.the late miniftry, is deemed'a libel on the prefent adminiftration ? Geheral
mvectives in the pulpit againft drinking, fornication, or any particular vice,,
have never been efteemed a refleCtion on particular perfons, unlefs théfe per-

x {ons
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fons are guilty of the darling fin againft which the preacher mveighs. It be- Chapter 7,

comes, then, a fair inference, from their ritability and refentment againft its 1733101714
defender, that the datling fin of the prefent adminifteation 15 to obftruét the
Proteftant fucceflion.  If a Papift, nay an Irith Papift, who for many years
has been a fervant to the late king James, and the Pretender, (mneaning Sir
Patrick Eawlefs) onc -who has borne arms agunfl her majefly in France
and Spain ; one who is ftrongly fufpected of baving embrued his hands in
the blood of the late dul.e of Medna Celi, and marquis of Legunez ; of fuch
4 mag be not only permittcd to comg into Ingland, but to appear at court,
in the prefence-chamber; if he be carefled by the mirufters ; nay, I fpeak
it with horror, if fuch a man be admitted into her majefly's private audience,
w1 her clofet, will not every good fubject think her perfon in danger? And
15 it then a ciime in M. Scecle to (hew his concein for {o precious a life *.”

The minufiers, however, carried their point ; the Cufis and Englifhman
were voted feditious libels, and Steele was expelled the houfe .

The {peech of Walpole on this occafion procured him great applaufe ;
but the public did not know, that the defence made by Stecle himfelf, was
in a great degree the off\pring of his cloquence; a fact related by bifhop
Newton, «on th rity of Pulteney §. “ When Stecle was to be ex-
* pelled the hd ymons, Mr, Walpole and Mr. Pulteney, and Mr. Ad-
* difon, were comunffioned to go to him, by the noblemen and members of
“ the Kit Kat Club, with theit pofitive order and determunation, that Steele
“ (hould not make his own {peech, but Addifon (hould make it for him,,
*“ and he fhould recite it fiom the other’s writing, without any infertion or
*“ addition of his own. Addifon thought this an hard injunion, and faid,
* that he muft be like a fchool-boy, and defire the gentlegnen to give him a
“ little funfe. Walpole faid, that it was impoflible to {peak a {peech in cold
* blood ; but being prefled, le faid bg would try, and immedately {poke a
* very good fpeech of what he thought proper for Stecle to fay on the occa-
“ fion ; and the next day in the houfe made another {peech as good, or better,
“ on the fame {ubject ; but {o totally different from the former, that there
“ was fcarce a fingle argument or thought the fame; which particulars age
“ mentioned as jlluftrious proois of his uncommon eloquence.”

® The principal part of this fpeech is taken by his Expulfion from the Houfe of Coma.
from memoragdums, in the hund writing of St mons,"” which, with a becdining gratitude, he .
R?fb'st V{':l[;olc 3 'Cdlsrfo:dbhl’mtpt:s.‘—&mdlcr. dedicated to Walpole,
teele afterwards publi ‘ Apolo- $ Lufe of Bithop Newto: bimfelf.
o for Walf and b Writage evmooed | o Divep Newtoo, by Menfe
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH.

1714

eal of (¥alpole for the Hanover Succefion— Fuftification of hrs Conduct, on tho
Prefumption that the Protefiant Srfmﬁrm was in Danger —Public Alarms ani
Apprekenfions.—Deatk of Queen Anne. u

HE great queflion, in which Walpole appears to have always exerted
himfelf with unabated zeal, was on the ftate of the nation with regard to
the danger of the Proteflant fucceflion. In the courle of this debate, Bromley,
fecretary of flate, having attempted to prove the negative, by reprefenting
the endeavours of the queen to fecure that object, and to remove the Pre-
tender from Loraine : Walpole, with great {pirit and warmth, avowed his opi-
nion, that although the queen herfelf afforded no caule of apprehenfion, yet
much was to be dreaded from the dubious conduct of fome perfons, and
therefore infifted that her name fhould not be introduced
The zeal of Walpole on tlus {ubject, was by no mitagl¥" adopted from 4
fpirit of oppofition, and was not a fudden fpark ftruck out by the circum-
Rances of the moment : it was a leading principle which had regulated his

.‘pohtlcal conduét from his firfl entranee into Iifc; 1t had been infhilled into

him by education, and matured by reafon and refleftion, to which he una-
formly adhered in all fituations and under all circumflances.

If lus object in fpreading thefe alarms was to diftrels government, and to
excite tumults againft the minifters, he acted a falfe and wicked part; but
if he really had realon for his fufpicions, he mufl be juftified by eveiy prin-
ciple of attachment to the religion and conftitution of the country. He can
only be fully vindicated from the conviction, that it was the fecret with
and refolution of the queen to exclude fhe Hanover family, and to reftore
the Pretender, and that the minifters were difpoled to co-operate with her
inclinations. At the period of which we are now fpcakmg the [trongeft fuf-
'pmnns were entertained, that fuch a {cheme was in a.gltatmn. and thofe ful-

“picions have been fince verified by the moft asthentic documents.., »

It was natural to fuppofe, that as the queen hadi furviving iffue, heraffetion

favour of che for her brother, of whofe legitimacy the appeass frever to have entertained a

Pretender,

doubt, would fuperfede her inclination to a foreign family, She had often de-
clared that fhe did ‘not confider the crown & her right, and the impreffions of
confcience
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confcience naturally led her to atone for the wrongfulnefs of her poffeffion, by ~ Chapter 8,
permitting it to refume its ancient courfe of defcent, In thefe ideas, the  #7i4
was encouraged by her Tavorite, Mrs. Mafham ; and when, by the intrigues of
that artful woman, the chief impediment to her projets, the afcendancy of the
Whig party, was removed, fhe entertained them with lefs referve, and em-
ployed herfelf affiduouily to give them effed. Harley, who had fucceeded
in dividing the 'Whigs, fo as to prevent their exerting their whole united
force in a confiftent oppefition, yet found he could not carry on the govern-
ment, and make a peace, without the affiftance of the Jacobites: a direét
communication was opened between the court of St. Germain’s, and that
of London; the Pretender addrefled a pathetic letter * to the queen,
urging his own right to the crown, in which cvery foothing effort of
fupplication and fubmiffion was employed, and every appeal made to fa-
muly pride, to tendernefs, and juftice, which could be fuppofed to influence
+ mind naturally benevolent and juft, and which was beginning, through.
laffitude and perplexity, to feek fome repofe from the multiplied cares of a
flormy government. Under thefe finifier aufpices, the peace of Utrécht was
macle 3 a peace which confounded the characters of victors and vanquithed,
and in which thg grand ohjcéts of the war were completely relinquithed.
The interefts of the Pretender were kept in view, rather than thofe of the
country, and the queen was amxious that the French king (hould not be
deprived of the power of affording him effeétual affiftance.

- 'The cftablifhment of the Proteftant religion was the only motiva which
could counterest the bias of the queen’s mind in faweur of her brother,
The influence of that confideration was much diminifbed by her diflike to.
the family deftined to fucceed her; a prejudice which induced ler to refift all
approach of them to her perfen, and to oppofe the applications of the eletrefs
Sophia, for a writ to call up the eleftoral prince to the houfe of peers; as a,
prejudice fo well known to thole who pofieflfed her confidence, that Mrs.
Mafham made no fcruple to declare to the French minifter, whom Louis
the Fourteenth Jent to treat for peace, that the Hanover family*was al/ thesr
averfion *, and that it was the with of the queen, that matters fhould be foar-
ranged that juftice might at fome time take place, Thofe who favoured the
caufe of the Pretender, wese {o anXious to avail themfelves of thefe fayourable
appeaiances, that they advifed him, either in (hew, or in faét, to renounce his
religion, to withdraw himfelf from ¢he protection of the French king, to marry,
a Proteflant, and refide in Sweden, Matters were carried {o far, that fome

* Mstpherfon's Bepers, val. 2,
of
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of his fanguine partifans advifed him to come to Scotland, and others
even projefted a plan for his being prefented by the quecn to the parlia-
ment, and publicly acknowledged as her fucceflor*. Meetings were alfo
held, both 1n town and country, to promote the repeal of the a& of
fettlement, and to veft in the queen the power of nominating a fuccef-
for. *Thele fchemes were dire&ly over-ruled, or inireétly counteracted by
Harley, who, notwithftanding his junétion with the Jacobites, for the fole
purpofe’ of making a pcace, and maintaining his ground againft the Whigs,
does not appear ever to have withed to fruftrate the provifions of the aét of
fettlement. Hisconduct at length made fuch an impreffion on that party, that

.through their intrigues he was difmified from adminifiration, on a fufpicion

of lukewarmne(s or duplicity, and Bolingbroke, who was fuppoled to be more
implicitly devoted to their inteiefts, was recommended as his fucceffor by
the duke ot Berwick, natuial fon of James the Second, and the Pretender's
agent with the difaflcéted in England. f

Thefe intrigues were tna public and notorious to efcape the Lnowltdp;e
of the friends to the Proteftant fucceffion ; Sir Robert Walpole 4, in the
latter period of his life, frequently declared that the teaders of the Whigs
were fully appuzed of thom, and that be, | artjcular, drew his information
from two perfons who were prefent at a meeting in the country hetween the
chiefs of the miniftry and the leading men of both houfes. Their deliberation.
turned on the manner of invalidating or repealing the a@l of fucceffion.  An
atual repeal, and a pofitive declaration of the Pretender’s right, was moved
by fome: it was recommended by others, to leave to the queen a full powes
to nominate her fuceeflor by will.

Thofe who treat the danger of the Proteftant fucceffion as chimerical,
obferve in reply to thefe inferences, that from the time of the Revolution,
many of the mimfters had correfponded with the Pretender and his family ;
forne of them with the connivance of the fovereign on the throne, and probably
with a view of difcovering the fchemes of the Jacobites, On fimilar principles
it may be conjectured, that Bolingbroke ¥ and Ormond might alfo have
caballed with Berwick and the agents of the Pretender, with'a view only
of ubt;umng the difmiffion of Oxford, and the {upport of the Jacobites ; and

t, as foon as theéy had fecured themf{elves in their pfaccs, have followed
thc example of Oxford. In corroboration of this argument, it appears from
aletter of Erafmus Lewis to Swtft § r&lﬁ:gbmke at this peridd, courted

] -
* # See Memoires de Berwick. o See Macpherfon's Pa vol. 2. p. ta
+ Etough® Minutes of a C,onfmnce with =3 ¢ e A
Horace Waipole, at Putney, Auguft € and 20, gf Sn ift's Letters, vol, 1. Letter 1¢o.
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the principal leaders of the Whigs, and Walpole * himfelf admitted that Bo- Chapter 8.
lingbroke had held a meeting with them for the purpofe of arranging the terms 1714
of a coalition, at which he gave the moft pofitive affurinces of his good
wifhes to the Proteftant {ucceffion ; but when it was infifted, that as4 proofof
his fimcerity, the Pratender {hould be removed to fuch a diftance as would
prevent his interference in the affairs of England, the minifter declared his
inability to obtain the confent of the queen, to what fhe deemed the banifh-
ment of her brother, To attempt to fathom the politics, and unqueftion-
ably trace the defigns of the artful and unprincipled Bolingbroke, would
be difficult, even at this time, when party prejudices have fubfided, and
when many lights have been thrown on his condu&. But at the period
here alluded to, the tafk was impracticable. How could the Whigs dif-
criminate whether bis intrigues with Marlborough, and his atlempts to open *
a negotiation with fome of their leaders, were intended merely to counteraét
the defigns of Oxford, or to deceive them ; or whether his correfpondence
with Berwick and the Pretendery-was carried on with the view to promote or
fruftrate their {chémes ? '
But fuch conjeCtures do not ftrictly apply to the queftion in agitation, Refuted,
Whether intrigues were not employed to fet afide the Hanover line, and
to induce the queen to affift in “placing the Pretender on the throne ? That
fimple fa& is incontrovertible, and affords a juftification of the Whigs, and of
thofe Tories who were faiends to the Hanover line, that having knowledge of
{uch cabals, or even entertaining {trong prefumptions of them, they (hould ufe
cvery means to defeat thofe attempts. They werc bound in duty to propofe
fuch ftrong meafures as would awaken the Proteftants toa fenfe of their danger,
and force the queen and miniftry to confent to fuch aéts, as were motft likely to
fecure the fucceffion ; and they were to come forwards repeatedly and conti-
nually, that the paflions of men might not be fuffered to {leep, and that the
danger might be mialfle manifeft to the difcernment of the public. Theyare Fiends of
thagefore fufficiently vindicated for fetting a price on the Pretender’s head ; for the fuccets
confulting with theagents of Hanover ; for advifing Baron Schutz to demand E:;d':“‘d“
the writ farthe eleCtoral prince tavbe called to the houfe of peers,.and for
infifing that he fhould be permitted to refide in London, although Oxford
told the duke of Kent, that to bring over one of the elettoral family, would
be to bring the queen’s coffin to her view. Here then is an ample juftifica.
tion of the Whigs, and of Walpole their zealous partifan, for fo decifively

® Etough's misutes of a conference with Sir R. Walyaole.
Vor.L H endeavouriag
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endesvouring to counteract, in every legal manner, the defigns of the queen
and the Jacobites.

The laft fix months of the reign of Anne, was a fearful perind ; big with
abarms, during which the kingdom {tood on the  perilous edge ® ™' of domeflic
cemmotions and forcxgn 1maﬁon The nation was divided into three par-
ties, each differently interefted in regard to the fucceffion of the Hanover
line. The Jacobites, hoftile and exulting ; the Tories, difaffeted, neutral,
or lukewarm ; the Whigs, always attive, yet occafionally defponding, anxious
to avoid a civil war, yet determined to hazard their lives and fortunes in
fupport of their religion and conftitution; and it is impoffible to read the
Stuart and Hanover Papers, in Macpherfon’s Colle€tion for 1714, and the
Memoirs of Berwick, and of the duke of Hamilton, without fhuddering at

‘the dangers which feemed likely to burft forth from the violence of thofe par-

ties, and the collifion of difcordant opinions.

The earl of Chefterfield 4 was firmly convinced, that if the queen had lived
three months Jonger, the religion and liberlies of this country would have been
in imminent danger. The patience of .thc Whigs was nearly exhaufted ;
their apprehenfions increafed, and induced them to form affociations for the
protection of their religion and liberties ; the people caught the alarm ; many
of the Tories began to fee the danger, and to a&t in conpunéion with the
Whigs for the general fecurity.

At this important crifis, the queen was {eized with a fudden ftroke of
apoplexy, which took away her fenfes, and foon occafioned her death. Al-
though {he had difmiffed Oxford, fhe had not yet nominated his {ucceffor ;
and while Bolingbroke and his party were wavering, the dukes of Argyle and
Somerfet entered the council chamber without being fummoned, and moved
for an examination of the phyficians. The queen being pronounced in
great danger, they reprefented that it was neceffary to fill up the place of
lord treafurer, and the duke of Shrewfbury was propofed. The whole board
affenting, the queen, during a lucid interval, delivered to him the white.Gaff.
The privy counfellors being fummoned, Somers, and other friends to ‘the
Proteffant {ucceffion, made their appegmnce §; and every precaution was
taken to quiet the public mind, and to eafure the acceffion of the elector, of
Hanover. Anne expired on the fift of Auguft 1714; and Bolingbroke

exprefles himfelf in a § letter to Swift, deted Auguft 3; “ The carl of Ox-
ford was removed on Tuefday; the queen died on Sunday. What a world
1 this, and how does fortune banter us I”

3 Milton, 1 Tindal.

fwh? of Lord Chd!erﬁdd. P 130mletics § Swifl’s Letters, vol, 1, p. §02s
umeau.





