
Tanjorc without an ally. It feems more probable to xis that the Rsjah is cn- 
oouraged in his conduft by the Marattas, than that the Mararras will be encouraged 
by his example. It is the intereft both o f  the Marattas and the Rajah to weaken 
the power of the Carnatick, and they will difturb it whenever they can ; the for
mer to get n îoney, the latter from apprehcnllon o f danger to hiinfclf i f  the Nabob 
fiiould grow powerful.

-|- W e do not know what expreflion of the F ie ld  Deputies the Nabob alludes to; 
A g r e e d ,  to defire he will explain it, as vvell as a hint of the Tanjorean paying 
money, mentioned in the paflage o f the Nabob’s letter referred to, marked K J .

H In this concluding paragraph, the Nabob, in the fullnefs c f  his hcfpe-« id 
expectation, that, under the prefent favour of the Crown, he may obtain every fupe- 
riority and full control o f the Company, has in very plain terms expreUird the 
caufc o f all the heart-burnings which have fo clearly manifefted themfelves of late. 
Had the Company’s troops, fays he, after the taking o f Pondicherry, been put 
under orders, the late wars, and the prefent bufinefs, meaning that o f Tanjorc, 
would not have come to the pafs they have : he even fays he defired, and it was 
promifed him *, we hope however, for the honour of the Governor and Council, 
that no fuch promife was ever made, not even in the ftile o f eaftern compliment. 
W hen our army fat down before Vellour in the year 1761, the Nabob being pre- 
fent, M ortiz A lly Khan, the Fouzdar o f that placc, upon Cowle of fafety from 
the Englifh Commanding Officer, for he would not truft the Nabob’s, came out 
to pay the Nabob a vifit, and to confer o f and compromife with him the demand 
that had been made o f money: it happened to be a rainy day, and the Nabob 
received him m his ten t: after the firlt ceremony, he cxpreffed his amazement 
that the Nabob {hould expofe himfelf in a tent in an open plain in fuch weather, 
when his houfe was fo near-, adding, and pointing to the fort, that is your houfe. 
This compliment to the Nabob, then befieginf; the fort, was not more au/re 
than an offer or promife of putting the Company’s troops under his orders would 
have been. W e know not whether in that cafe the late war, or the prefent bufinefs, 
wculd ever have happened, or whether the Company would have had any exift- 
encc now on th eC oaft; but we think, had the Governor and Coifncil given up 
themfelves and the Company’s troops to the Nabob’s difpofal, it is not difikult 
to afcertaih fhe plan on which they would have been employed. The tenor o f 
the Nabob’s conduit points out clearly, that the conqiieft of the Tanjore country, 
o f the Myfore poffeffions in the Payen Ghaut, and the pofleflions of the Deckan, 
are objeds o f which his ambition has never loft figh t: but what is more aftonilh- 
ing than all is, that he fhould propofe to effefl thefe purpofcs by the alTiftance 
o f the Marattas, who a'e themfelves fo manifcftly aiming at the conqueft o f the 
whole.

■f See the Nabob’* letter. Page 677. J Page 677. II Page 678.
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A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Tuefday, 2d July,' 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prcfident.'

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

TF-iE Prcfident informs the Comrnittec, that having waited upon the Nabob this 
morning in company with Mr. Haftings, the converfation was opened by the Prefi- 
dcrit, by obferviiig, th;U at the laft meeting between His Excellency and the Com
mittee, it had been agreed to fend away the fmall ftores then propofed, but to de
tain the remaining capital ftores, until we ftiould be at a certainty refpedting war or 
peace in Europe ; by which time. His Excellency was pleafed to obfcrve, we fhould 
have a dearer infight into matters here, and be better able to judge o f the propriety 
or improprFety of carrying the expedition againft Tanjore into execution. That the 
receipt of advices from Europe, purporting the accommodation o f the difputes be
tween o u r  Court and that of Spain, was the occafion o f his prefent vifit, to confult 
with His Excellency what was further to be done refpe<fting the important bufinefs o f  ̂
Tanjore > that His Excellency was the propertft fudge thereof, knowing fa thoroughly  ̂
the whole of thcRajah’s late condudt, and his prdent ftate and-difpofition ; and being 
:it the fame time acquainted with the views and intentions o f the Marattas and the 
Subah, and the condition o f the Company’s treafury. T o  all this the Nabob replied, 
that he would very frankly and freely mention his fentiments •, however he fliould 
be glad previoufly to be informed of his, tlic Prefident’s, opinion of the M arattas: 
that as to the Subah, he might be confidered as a woman, with the appearance only 
o f a man— a beard. The Prefident faid, that without the leaft refcrve he would give his 
opinion as defired; which was, that there was all reafon to think, if we undertook the 
expedition againft Tanjore, the Marattas w c^ d make fome attempt in the Rajah’s 
favour; either by entering the Carnatick, or by joining him with a body o f troops, 
and thereby harafling our operations. That with refpeft to the Subah, whatever he 
might be in himfflf, there were not wanting people to inftigate and pufh him on ; 
and that he, the Prefident, did not cfteem him either the friend o i  the Company or 
the Nabob, but as a man waiting merely for an opportunity to (hew his difpofition 
towards them to ad%antage. , The Nabob then took up the argument, and faid, 
that this was a point the conflderation o f which required time; that the beginning o f 
an expedition indeed was ealy, but the end, the conclufion thereof, how that was 
likely to turn out, was the matter to be attended to. That the prefent propofed expedi
tion, confidered merely in itfelf, was certainly proper; and if we could be once ateafe 
with regard to the Marattas, required not the leaft conflderation : that the Marattas 
however were a ;>eople aftuated by no impulfe but that o f money, and would cer- 
tainlybe ot his fide that paid the moft ; and that the Rajah had  money, he none : 
that the Rajah’s Vackeel had been negotiating with Trirnbcck Row for an affift-

ance
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ance o f 20,000 horfe, and had lJ*een anfwcred, that the fame number would be fent, 
under Madarah, to letile his Coimbettoor country, and would be ready to adl as oc- 
cafi m might require •, but that as to the granting afliftance feparate and diftindt there
from, lie muft write to Maudhoorovv TharMaudhoorowhaddifmiffed|Hyder’sVackeel 
from his court, and had, at his reqiielt, given him leave to proceed to Trim beck 
Row ’s camp, to negotiate concerning a peace. That the Zemindars of tne Balaghauc 
attending on Trim beck Row having dcfired pcrmiflion to return to their refpeftive 
countries, as peace was going to be concluded with Hydcr, Trim beck Row had 
told them, that Hyder was inch a fellow there was no dependence to be put upon 
him ; and that befides he had an expedition to undertake againft A rc o t: upon hear
ing which the Zemindars had remained quiet. That the Maratta troops, it was true, 
were heartily tired o f their prefcnt expedition •, and if  not reinforced, that Trim beck 
R o  V might vet be obliged to give it up : that he had however taken ail the forts 
between Seringapatam and Biddenore, and it was faid was to receivc a reinforce
ment of 10,000 horfc. That the Rajah, under pretence o f going to worfhip at a Pa- 
godi, propoted having an interview with the Governor o f Negapa»^am, to remain 
with him rbrfome time, and even to put himlclf under the latter’s protedtion. That 
the French benefited extremely by the Rajah’s country under it’s prefent Govern
ment ; and that if  the fame was taken from him, Pondicherry itfelf would become 
likeC arrical; that it was natural for them therefore to wi(h the R ijah ’s country to 
remain as it is, that the Rajah might a(5l as a counterpoife to him, thcNabob-, in the 
fame manner as he was defirous that the Marattas ftiould not extirpate Hyder, but 
that, if poflible, their power fhould remain an equipoife, as neither to preponderate. 
1  he Nabob then referred ro a mefl’age bc'had lent the Prcfidcnt the preceding day 
by the means o f '̂̂ r. Stracey, purporting, that as well the French, Dutch, as Danes, 
were aflifting the Rajah under land with Europeans, by difmifllng them from the fcr- 
vice, and giving them leave to go to him •, and concluded the whole with repeating, 
that the point in queftion required time for deliberation. The Prefidcnt obferving, 
that the Rajah hid given even no opening for accommodating matters ; the Nabob 
faid. No— nprwill he let you even remain in quiet, fhoiiJd you wifli to do it •, for if 
you do nor go againft him, he will not impute the fame to regard but fear, and to 
it's not fuiting your convenience; and will himfelf procecd againft Tondiman, and 
then againft Worriarpollam and Allianbre, the turned-out Zemindars o f which 
places he now affords protedion to. The Prefident informing the Nabob, that 
the convoy o f fmall ftores was arrived at Cuddalore, and defiring to know whether 
bullocky fliould be ordered from Trichinopoly to carry thofe ftores to that place—  
the Nabob faid. Yes. The Prefident then acquainted the Nabob, that he certainly 
might take whatever time he thought proper to reflcdon the ])oint in queftion; and 
that he, the Prefident, would only beg leave to recommend to his confideration, in 
the courfc o f thofe reflexions, the following circumftances,.viz. The ftate o f the 
Company’s treafury and refources; that the charges of the bullocks, &c. wexe ftill 
going on : that if the expedition was even to be determined on as that day, it would 
be the en J of the month before every thing could pofTibly be ready to commence i t ; 
and that the Monfoon was at no great diftance, when no operations could go on. T o  
which the Nabob faid, that he was very fenfiblc of all this ; that we ftiould continue

6  • to
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to fend on the ftores neceffary, until a determination was conne to what to do fur
ther; but that the Prefident might lee, from the tenor o f his difcourfe, that determi
nation depended upon the Marattas.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
Sam'. Ardley.

Extras o f  Proceedings-of the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Department, Monday, 'ith Ju ly , 1771.

•

T H E  Scledt Committee communicated to the Board the fubftancc o f the confe
rence the Prefident and Mr. Haftings had with th« Nabob on the fubjcdt o f the 

^Tanjore expedition, as recited in their minutes o f the 2d inftant-f.

A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Tuefday, 9th July, 177 1.

P R E S E N ^ T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Warren Haltings Samuel Ardky.

. T H E  Prefident informs the Committee, that having received a mefiage from tlie 
Nabob, purporting his defire of feeing him, he, the Frefident, had waited upon him 
yefterday, when the Nabob informed him, that his reafon for defiring the vifit was, 

<hat before any arrangements were finally "determined and agreed on, he might be 
able to afcertain in fome meafure the money, bullocks, and provifions, which would 
be requifite for carrying on the expedition againft Tanjore; and at the fame time 
gain fome intimation of our intention refpeiting the following points, to w it: In 
cafe o f the profecution of the expedition, and obtainment o f a fum of money, wiiat 
was to be done with that money ? Or in cafe o f the icdodlion o f the country, whac 
was to be done therewith ? That the Nabob having defired him, the Prefuient, to 
confider o f thete points, and to give him an anfwer thereto, he had thought it ne- 
cefTdry to afiemble them, the Committee, to have their advice and opinion thereon. 
The Committee thereupon taking the fame into confideration, are o f opinion, t'uar 
the Nabob flwuld be acquainted, with all franknefs and candour, o f what occurs to 
them on the faid points; but that it be reprefented to him at the fame time, in the 
ftrongeft manner, that in cafe, by the Rajah’s refufal o f paying an adequate fum o f 
money, the putting 'n execution the laft-mentioned pojnt (the conqueft o f  the 
country) fhould be judged ntcelVary, and meet with happy fuccefs, either o f the ar
rangements .now propoled refpefting it, and which may then take place, jTJuft be re
garded as merely temporary until the Company’s pleafure be known, whofc orders 
thereon on our part muft be implicitly obeyed W ith regard to the firft point, the 
divifion of the money which may be taken from the Rajah, it is the opinion o f the 
Committee, that in the firft place the whole o f the money which may be due to the

Company
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Company on ac'count o f the currcnt chargcs at that period (including thofc o f  the ex
pedition, the expenfes o f the Myfore war excepted) be fully difcharged, anti that the 
remainder o f the money taken be appropriated to the payment o f the Nabob’s private 
creditors. W ith regard to the iaft point,— W hat is to be done with the country, in 
cafe o f it’s being taken ?— 'it is the opinion o f the Committee, that as the tenor and 
fpirit o f the Company’s onlers are every where uniform in poinung out, that it is by 
no means their wifli or defiie to fubvert the eftablilhed Government of any Power 
with whom they may have pohtical connexion, but only that the fame be modelled 
in fuch manner as not to hurt or prejudice their intefeft, or t îat o f  the Carnatick, 
they relink it would be better to rellore the Rajah, or fome more fit perfon o f his fa
m ily, to the adminiftration ; he ()aying fuch PefticuIK to theCircar as Ihall be judged 
proper, and alTigning an adequate revenue for the payment o f all charges o f the ex
pedition, and tor the maintenance of a garrifon robe kept within the fort o f Tanjore 
on the part o f the Com >any, and a fufficient body o f their troops for the protedtiorr 
o f the country. Or if that mode is not agreeable to the Nabob, that the revenues o f 
the country be put under his management and diredion, and the Fort remain in our 
hands, both in depofite, until the Company’s pleafure be known ; the revenues fub- 
jedt however in the ftrft place to the purpofes aforefaid, and the refidue to be ap
plied as fhall be agreed between him and the Company.

W’ ith regard to the money, provifionS, and bullocks, which will be neceflary, it is 
agreed theCommiflary-General and Agent be defined to form an eftimate thereof, 
fuppofing the expedition to couinue for three months.

Jof. D u Pre 
Warren Haftings 
Sam'. Ardley.

*•

A T  A  S E L E C T  C O  M  M  I T  T E  E , Thurfday, n th  July, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt.
Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prefidcnt acquaints the Committee, that in the evening o f  the day the 
laft Committee was held he had the favour o f a vifit from the young Nabob, who 
It was evident came, on the part o f his father, to learn his, the Prefident’s, opinion 
on the two points referred to his confideration by the Nabob, mentioned in the 
minutes o f rhe laft Comntittee J ; that he, the Prefidcnt, therefore, with all frank.- 
nefs, acquainted him o f what had been determined on at that Committee, taking 
caje to-cnforce to him, that fliuuld the expedition, through neceflity, be carrieti to 
the utmoft extremity mentioned in the laft point (the abfolute redudlion o f the 
country), either o f the propofed arrangements refpeding it, wliich m ay then  be 
adopted, muft be regarded as merely teqiporary, fubfilting only until the Com-
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pany’s j)leafure be known, whofe orders on our part mun: be implicitly obeyed. 
That<hc youngNabob, after attentively hearing all this, left him; and he, the I’ re- 
fiLiein, the next evening, being that of yefterday, waited upon the Nabob to in
form him thereof •, when it appeared he had already been fully appri/.cd o f it by 
his Son ; for before he, the Prefident, could in any manner enter upon the fenti- 
mcnts of the Committee refpefting the laft jioint or queftion, the Nabob turned 
the difcuurfe, by obferving the great probability there was o f the Marattas pene
trating into the Carnatick, -in cafc of the expedition proceeding; but faid, if the 
rrefid'ent would do as he defired, he might take it upon him lelf; which was, to 
fend for the Maratta Vackeel, ?nd for him, the Nabob, and the Prefident to 
found thfe faid Vackccl at a diftance refpc(5t:ing this bufinefs ; and in cafc the pur
port and fubftance o f his anfwers fliould be fuch as to fignify an inclination to atl 
as a mediator therein, to proceed a little further, by ftating to him the many and great 
favours which have been conferred on the prefent Rajah, and on his father, by 
the Nabob, the ill return he has met with, and the extraordinary inftances of 
contumacy and mfolenre ftiewn by the prefent Rajah, in with-holding tlve ftipu- 
hted Pefhcuih for two years, and in undertaking expeditions againft the Zemin
d a rs  of M:irawar and Nalrooty, dependants upon the Carnatick, in diredl oppofi- 
tion both to the tenor and fptrit o f the treaty concluded in 176a, and to every 
idea of fubordination and good government: that i f  the Vackeel fecemed fenfiblc 
of the juftice and force of thefe arguments, and offered to take upon himfelf the 
bringing fhe Rajah to reafon, he, the Nabob, thought it would be better to agree to it, 
as thereby we fhould get the Marattas on our fide; or if w e  could, under pretence o f 
the mediation of their Vackeel, have an opportunity o f once commencing our 
operations againft the fort, v?ithout receiving any moleftation from them, it would 
be an amazing point gained. That on his, the Prefideht’s, exprefling his ap- 
prchcnfions left the mediation propofed fliould in any manner tend or lead to an 
offcnfive alliance with the M3rattas, an alliance which, being contrary to the 
fpirit of all the Company’s orders, could not be acceded to ; the Nabob faid he 
would take the utmoft ouution in founding the Vackeel, and if  it was agreeable to 
the Prefident, would fee the Vackecl firft by himfelf j when, if  he found all things 
right, he would defire the Prefident alfo to give him an interview ; but i f  not, 
would drop it. That he, the Prefident, aflcnted to this, but took an opportu
nity alfo to put the Nabob likewife upon his guard, in the ftrongeft manner, againft 
giving any opening, or making any advances, to the Vackeel, which he 
could not immediately clofe, or with honour retraft *, fo that no diigrace in any 
ihaix might be incurred by any communication made to the Vackeel, That the 
Nabob promifed to u<e all circumfpedlion therein, and if  the Prefident difapprovcd 
o f the incc.fure, to drop it even entirely ; but that he, the Prefident, had figmfied 
to him it was by no means his dcfign to put a ftop to it, but merely to point out 
the difficulties and dangers which occurred to him thereon. •

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings

•  am*. Ardley.
8 O  a t



A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Thurfday, i8th July, 1^71.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Prc Efquire, Governor, Prefiderif.

-Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

L E T T E R  from the Rajah of Tanjore read, as entered in Country Corref- 
pondence*, fetting forth the long friendrtiip fubfifting between his family, 
the Nabob, and the Company, the afliflance he and his father have at different 
times afforded them, and promifing to pay the Pefhcufh /aofter or later, provided 
the N abob and the Company are defirous o f maintaining the old friendfliip with 
him.

Ordered, T hat a copy thereof be fent a number in the packet to the Court o f 
Directors per Duke o f Portland.

•

Draught o f a letter to the Honourable the Court o f Dirc(51:ors, to go per 
fhip Duke o f Portland, read and approved.

Ordered, T h at the fame be wrote fair.
Jof. D uPre'
Warren Haflings 
Samuel Ardley.

A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  W^ednefday, 24th July, 17 7 1.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren-Haftings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prefident informs the Committee, that on the 2zd inftant he had a con
ference with the Nabob, and informed him o f the purport o f the letter received 
from the Rajah o f Tanjore, and the advices from the Iflands refpefking the force 
o f  the French there; alfo o f the receipt o f a letter from General Smith, fignifying, 
that i f  the expedition againft Tanjore was to be put into execution, it ought to 
be determined on immediately; for even in that cafe it would take to the end o f 
Auguft before every thing could be completely ready for the commencing' 
thereof. -The Governor then begged the Nabob to accjuaint him o f his fehti-

• mcDis refpefting what was to be done further in the Tanjore bufincfs. T he N a-

• Vide Page 613,# 'ft, -
' l; . bob
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bob faid, if'things could not be accomplillied according to ourw idi, it was better 
to remain quiet. T he Governor defired to know Iiis meaning in the words 
remain quiet', whether or no they implied a total filence and ina<5tivity> as well 
rcfpefting the expedition as negotiation. The Na'bob replied, as to the latter, 
'I'he Rajah in his letter to you has cut that Ihort, by faying, that “  If the Com - 
“  pany’s fecurity to the treaty and friendfliip to him are to remain as before, the 
“  Peflicufh may be paid, fometimes fooner, fometimes later and as to the former, 
if the refult thereof is likely to be merely the above, the obtainment o f the I’dhcufh, 
(the amount o f which thf expenfes o f the troops had already ^olf him) it was 
much better to remain quiet : however, that after feeing the account o f the 
money, and the lifts o f provifions, bullocks, & c. which would be necefiary for 
carrying on the expedition (and which he had before defired the Governor to 
prepare); after examining his own ability to fupply them, and after confidering the 
advantages and difadvantages o f t;]iis bufinefs, he would acqiiaint the Governor 
very frankly o f what occurred to him therein, and with what he would be fatis- 
liied. The Governoi promifed to fend the account aiid lifts defired, and the ori
ginal letter from the Rajah, and exprefled his readinefs to a<5t according to the 
Nabob’s aclvice in this bufinefs: he obferved however, that refpefting the 
remaining entirely quiet therein ,̂, he, the Nabob, had before faid that the Rajah 
would not fuffcr us to remain fo, but would be the aggrelTor himfelf, and 
oblige us to fig h t; and that he ftiould be glad the^Nabob would give him his 
fentimenrs o f what anfwers ftiould be returned to the Rajah’s letter. T he N a
bob replied. There was no doubt o f the truth o f what he had before faid, that 
the Rajah would not remain quiet; and that he now began to talk to his )coj)le 
o f demanding the Chilliimbrum country; that as to the expedition againft him, 
if it was not done now, it might another time ; as, by G od’s bleffing, there was 
no want, no deficiency o f years, either in the exiftence o f the Company, the lives 
o f himfelf and children, or In their friendfliip to each other ; that after feeing the 
Rajah’s letter, he would acquaint the Governor o f what occurred to him refpeCt- 
ing the reply; and, as above, give him an anfwer to the whole bufinefs, upon 
feeing the account'of money and lifts o f provifions, & c. which would be requireil 
for the expedition ; and that if the fame were f< nt as the next morning, he would 
wait upon the Governor in the evening, and inform him o f his fuid anfwer. 'I'he 
Governor faid he would not trouble him, but come to his houfe; and fo th e . 
matter ended.

That the next day, being yefterday, he again waited upon the Nabob, and 
prefented to him tii» account o f extra-charges which would be monthly incurred 
in cate of the expedition proceeding againft Tanjore, alfo a lift o f the grain, 
bullocks, Iheep, & c. which would in that cafe be monthly required, and a tranf- 
lation in Perfian o f the Rajah’s letter. After which he told the Nabob, that as 
letters were daily coming in from General Smith, preffing that a determination 
be immediately had on the proceeding or non-proceeding o f the expedition 
againft Tanjore, he muft requeft the favour o f his fentiments and-relblution 
thereon. It appeared foon that the Nabob’s refolution was for the latter (the 
non-proceeding o f the expedition) i and that an accommodation-of matters, for

the



the prcfent at Icaft, by negotiation, was the mode he had aiiopred*; to favour 
v,hich, he defired tlie troops might ftill be kept at Trichinopoly. T he Gover
nor faid, that as negotiation feemed to be his determination, there were three 
modes o f doing i t ; either thac the Ciovernor and Council fhould, with his leave 
and permifTion, appear therein as the pnncipal aftors and mediators; or that it 
Ihould be carried on jointly by him, the Nalx)b, and the Governor and Council j 
or that lie, the Nabob, lliould alone negotiate the fame, and the Governor aiid 
Council not appear therein, but only underhand give him all the fupport in their 
power. T he Nabob approved of the latter, objeBing to the Governor and CounciVi 
interfering in ihiA iiftnefs in a iy  mannei' publicly, or receiving any information therein but 
■through his means, as he faid it was a bufinefs which belonged to him. H e de
fired tlie Governor therefore, in anfwer to the Rajah’s letter, to tell the Vackeel, 
that he was aftonifhed his Mafter fliould write in the manner he had done;
“  T hat if  the friendlhip \Vas maintained and increafed, the Pefhcufh might be 
“  paid fometimes fooner or latter;”  and then*to tell him, that he, dieGoverrvor, 
was ready to fliew his fiiendfhip to his Mafter, but that he muil fatisfy the 
Nabob, to whom this matter belonged. In Ihort, as the Nabob termed it, the 
Governor was to make the Vcukecl defpair o f  an accommodation o f  matters. T he N abob 
promifed to acquaint Mr. Du Pre from time to time o f the progrefs o f the 
negotiation.

T he Prefident thinks it neceflary here to add, that as he has frequently before, 
fo he has now, by means and agents (which it is not proper to difclofe, andi 
which he never will difclofe to the public) obtained fome hints of what has pafled 
in the deliberation o f the Nabob with thofe he confults ■, and is well affured thac 
the Nabob, jealous o f the Company’s appearing o f more confequence than him- 
felf, if  the negotiation were to be conduced publicly by the Governor and Coun
cil, Comrpittee, or Governor, is determined to throw every difficulty he can in 
the way, in cafe the Board or Ccunmittee Ihould refolve to negotiate an atrcom- 
modation as mediators, by demanding an excefllve fum oT the Rajah as an in
demnification, and by infifting on other terms, which it is not probable the 
Rajah will ever comply with.

T he Committee taking under their moft ferious confideration the prefent 
ftate o f affairs, and the reports made by the Prefident o f his conferences with the 
Nabob the aad and 23d inftant, take the following three points as certain and 
eftablifhed beyond any doubt:

F I R S T  P O I N T .  

T h a t the Nabob is averfe at this time to a military expedition againft Tanjore. 

S E C O N D  P O I N T .

T hat the Nabob is equally averfe to any negotiation to be publicly conduiSled '  
J)y the Company’s Reprcfcjitativcs. _
^ 6  T H I R D .
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T H I R D  P O I N T .

That the Nabob is inclined to accommodation with the Rajah, i f  the negp- 
tiation be entirely left to himfelf, without the public intervention o f  the Com 
pany’s Reprefentatives; but fupported neverthelefs by the Company’s power^ 
merely as auxiliary. Upon which the following queftions arifc

F I S T  C L U E S T I O N .

Is it proper (all circumftances confidered) that the expedition be immediately 

undfrtak«yi ?

S E C O N D  Q ^ U E S T I O N .

If it be proper, fhall it be undertaken whether the Nabob confent or not El 

T H I R D  C L U E S T I O N .

I f  it be refolved that the expedition fliall not take place, contraij to the- 
Nabob’s inclination and confent, lhall a negotiation take place in preference to- 
total inadivity and filence ?

F O U R T H  Ci^U E  S T  I O  N .

I f  the third queftion be determined in favour o f a negotiation, fliall that nego
tiation be conduced by the Company’s Reprefentatives, as mediators and guaran
tees o f the Treaty of 1762 ?

F I F T H  C L U E S T I O K .

I f  the fourth queftion be refolved in the negative, fhall the negotiatioa be 
left entirely to the Nabob in the manner he propofes ?

For the fake o f perfpicuity, we fhall firft record* tlie rcfolutions o f the Com 
mittee, and fliall then offer at large the reafons in fupport o f fuch refolutions.

T o  the f r̂fl Queflion. It is the unanimous opinion o f  the Comm ittee, that 
notwithflanding the many dangers which threaten in cafe the expedition be un-, 
dertaken, yet that tht dangers which threaten in cafe it be not undertaken are 
greater; that o f two eviii the leafl fhould be chofen i. and therefore that the ex^ 
pedition ought to be undertaken.

T o  the fecond Queftion. It is the opinion o f the Majority, that although they 
agree that the expedition ought to be undertaken, yet that it cannot with any 
degree o f fafety or prudence be undertaken contrary to the Nabob’s inclination

 ̂ P  and.
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and conient. It Is therefore refolved, fo far as depends on this Committee, that 
tiie expedition be not undertaken, becaufc the Nabob is averfe thereto.

T o  the third Queftion. In confequencc of the refolution againfl; the expedi
tion, it is the unanimous opinion o f the Committee, that negotiation be tried in 
preference to total inaftivity and filence.

T o  the fourth Queftion. It is the opinion o f the Majority, that the negotiation 
be not conduded by the Company's Reprefentatives, as mediators and guarantees 
o f the Treaty o f 176a, and it is fo refolved accordingly.

T o  the fifth Queftion. It is the opinion o f the Majority, that the negotiation 
be left entirely to the Nabob in the manner he propofes, and it is fo refolved 
accordingly.

W e lhall now offer our reafons in fupport o f the feveral rcfolutions above 
recorded.

Reafons f o r  the unanimous Opinion on the fir j l  ^ ejl'ton ,

W c are unanimoudy o f opinion that the expedition ought immediately to be 
undertaken.

ift. Becaufe it feems the moft ready and probable means of bringing the Rajah 
to a Ipeedy and honourable fiibmilTion.

ad. Becaufe to fufpend the expedition at this time, when fo fhort an interval is 
Icfr, before the fetting in o f the Monfoon, in order to negotiate, is in cffedl to 
give up the expedition entirely for this feafon; fince it is more than proba
ble that the Rajah will defignedly procraftinate, and prolong the negotiation 
in that very intention.

3d. Becaufe if the Rajah’ s fubmiffion to fafe and honourable terms be not 
fpcedrly efFcrtcd, the confequdnces may be fatal to the Carnatick, and the Com
pany’s poffcflions under this IVefidency ; and it is beyond a doubt, that the French 
have a great force at the IQands ready to embark for India; and as our advices 
inform us that it is with dilBculty fo large a force can be fubfifted there, it is pro
bable they will employ them as auxiliaries to fuch of the Country Powers as lhall 
folicit their affiftancf, and offer them terms o f advantage ; it is probable therefore, 
that they will unite w;th Tanjore, who can offer terms of advantage, and will moft 
probably folicit their aid, if  we ftand as adverfaries to him.

4th, Beca;jfe fuch a jonftion might relieve the French from that diftrefs, which is 
moft likely to prove their ruin, the want o f money, which the Rajah’s Treafury 
can well aflord, as is generally believed, and thereby give them a tooting, which

5 nVay
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may enable them foon to acquire fuch a fuperiorlty, as it would not be in our 
power to withftancl.

Note. If the French Ihould land a confiderablc force, which is expefted, and 
join Tanjore againft the Nabob, it muft inevitably engage the two nations, Englifli 
and French, in an auxiliary war. The French have nothing to lofe on the Coalb 
o f any confideration but Pondicherry, and would be fubfifted for a time from the 
Tanjore Treafury. The Company have a great deal to lofe, and have nothing to 
depend upon but their own revenue (for the Nabob engages to afTift them with 
money, & c. only in cafe o f peace and tranquillity) j and their own revenue muft 
fail whenever their poflcffions are difturbed by war.

5th. Becaufe the Marattas have declared their refolution o f invading the Car- 
natick; and if Tanjore fhould not be reduced to proper terms immediately, and 
before peace between the Marattas and Hyder fhould take place, the power of 
Tanjore and the French co-operating with the Marattas, or in arms sgainft us, at 
the fame time would be irrefiftible; more efpecially as we muft ever exped at
tempts from the Subah againft the Northern Circars, whenever we fhall be in
volved in danger in the South, And becaufe we muft add to this, what feenis 
more dangerous than all the reft, the want of confidence between the Nabob and the 
Company, the countenance and fupport given to him by the Minifter o f the Crown, 
and the great diffidence which muft necefl'arily hang on the minds o f the Company’s 
Servants, opprefled and perplexed by the powers o f prerogative intrufted to the 
Minifter o f the Crown, whole conduft, as it is dcducible both from his writings and 
his actions, is advcrfe.

6th. Becaufe the lateft advices from Europe afford the ftrongeft caufe to ap})re- 
hend that a war is at no great diftance; and if, in the interval which is yet lett for 
aftion, the Rajah can be reduccd to proper terms, it may deprive them o f the 
beft refource they could otherwife have.

Reafons fo r  the Refolution o f  the M ajority on the Second ̂ .e jlion .

A L T H O U G H  the Majority unite with the Minority fully and clearly upon the 
firft Queftion, for the reafons before given, their opinion is to be underftood as 
expreffed, that the expedition o u g h t  to be immediately undertaken j and that were 
\hty principals aEling fo r  themfelves, and not accountabk^ they ftiould refolve immediately 
to undertake it ,  hu i zi agent i  accountable^ they think it neither lafe nor prudent to 
undertake it immediately.

ift. 'Bccaufe it is contrary to ihe Nabob’ s inclination; and if  it be undertaken^ it 
muft be undertaken without his concurrence and approbation.

2d. Becaufe the Company have too plainly Ihewn in their letters, that they con- 
fider this Government a? culpabie, as aftuated by perfonal prejudices in their con- 
t?fts with the Nabob ; charge this Government with a condud tending to violate 
that firm alliancc between the Nabob and the Company, & c. and in their
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letter to the CommilTioners, dated 23d March 1770, in paragraphs 30, 3 1, 32  ̂
and 33, although they admit the rcprcfentations made by this Government, 
in their letters by the Dutton and Thames, in refpeft to the Nabob, and tlic 
connexion with him, to be ju ft; which reprcfenrations fliewed the neceffity o f a 
control over him ; yet they refule (in terms which even indicate anger that the 
idea was fuggefted) to give their Government any fort o f control over him ; exprefs 
their apprehcnfions o f the dangerous confequcnccs it might have with rtfped to 
other Country Powers, and of the cmbarrafTmcnts it might Jead into with the 
Crown ; and enjoin the Commiffioners to allure the Nabob o f their rtfolution to 
give him all neceflary conlequence in the eyes of his neighbours.

3d. Becaufe to undertake the expedition contrary to the Nabob’s inclifiation 
would be to control him, and (in his opinionj to diminifli, inftead o f fupport, his 
confequence in the eyes o f his neighbours.

4th. Becaufe whether we confider ourfelves as guarantees to the treaty o f 1762, 
as allies to the Nabob, or merely as auxiliaries, the matters in difpute regard imme
diately the intercll o f the Nabob, but thofe of the Company only contequcntially^ 
Bccaufe the Company, as-well as the King’s Minifter, have fet before our eyes the 
1 ith article of the Treaty of Paris, and tell us of the confequences if  we break it. 
Becaufe to enter into a war, and engage the Nabob therein, contrary to his incli
nation, might be ccinftrued a breach o f the faid article i and not only involve us 
pcrfonally in ruin, but fubjedt the Company to a forfeiture of their Charter.

•

5th. Becaufe the Nabob is o f opinion, we are o f opinion, all men are of opinion^ 
tiiat if we were now to march againftTanjore, the Marattas would fend fome horfc 
into the Carnatick to create a diverfion ; which though not fo ruinous as when the 
Sumbah crop is on the ground, would neverthelels greatly diftrefs the country, 
Becaufe the Nabob has over and over again told us, verbally and in writing, that 
he cannot engage to aflift us, either with money or provifion, if the Marattas in
vade the country; and in all his engagements has conftantly annexed the condition, 
o f peace and tranquillity. Becaufc we have not a fund o f our own to fupport us 
in w ar; and our only refource, our territorial revenues, muft fail whenever tho 
Marattas invade us. Becaufe we have all reafon to believe, that neither the Nabob, 
not the Minifter of the Crown, would be difpleafed to fee us driven to diftrefs, by 
our own mcafures taken contrary to the Nabob’s inclination; that therefore, far- 
from hoping for affiftancc from him, we rather think he-would counteract us, to 
bring on that ull’ refs, in hopes ftill of compelling us to an oftenfive alliance with. 
the Marattas, as the only relief, though a temporary one. And finally, becaufc 
as we impute in a great meafure the injurious treatment we have met with from the 
Public, on account of the peace with Hyder A lly, to the falfe and malicious.repre- 
feinations which have been made o f our conduft, cither by the Nabob or his 
Agents; becaufe the peace, though an aft o f neceffity, was contrary to his 
inclination, and not negotiated by him : fo we have all reafon to expedt that 
our condud in this refped; will be alEgned to motives which- do not exifl j that

wc

700 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1771:



we fliall be traduced and blackened ; and that tho Nabob’s reprefentations will be 
avouched and fupported by the Minifter of the Crown. ,

6th. Becaufc the wifeft and beft fup sorted meafures cannot enfure fuccefs. 
Becaufe we defpair of being able to put the army in the field, with every article 
and every convenience required by the Commanding Officer. Becaufe a deficiency 
in any of thefe will throw the blame of failure, Ihould it fo happen, upon us. 
Becaufe we have all reafon to believe, from the part, that the Court o f Dircdtors 
will give judgment in favour o f their Military, againft their civil Servants. And 
finally, becauf* ,̂ however upright; however judicious our conduct may be, we 
have not a ray of hope that a vindication o f our condudt will any w h er t  be liftened 
to. The Nabob is againfl. us : the K ing’s Minifter is againft us ; the Miniftry 
of courfe againft us : May God grant that the Parliament be not as much againft 
us 1 The orders o f  tht Court o f  DireSiors dgainft us \ the Court o f Dire<fl:ors of courfe 
againlt u s : the whole; military corps inevitably againft us ; every man’s hand 
and heart againft us ; and nothing for us, but a confcioufnefs o f our own integrity.

Reafons fo r  the Refohaion on the Third §ueJlion. ,

Thefe are fo obvious, that it were wafting time to (ay why, i f  an expedition do 
nc»t take place, it is better to try negotiation than to remain totally fiknt and in
active ; the former affords fome chance o f accommodation, if an appearance be 
made at the fame time o f a refohition to recur to arms in cafc of need ; but the 
latter can be produdtive of nothing but certain difgracc, and probable ruin.

Reafons fo r  the Refolutlon o f  the Majority on the Fourth ^uejlion.

W e are of opinion, that the Company’s Reprefentatives do not take upon them 
the negotiation tor an accommodation with Tanjorc.

I ft. Becaufe the Nabob objedls to it.

2d. Becaufe i f  the Company’s Reprefentatives were to undertake It, in oppofition 
to the Nabob’s confent, we cannot doubt but that the Nabob would throw every 
obftacle in his power in the way : our intelligence informs us that he would ; 
and if we had iTo fuch intelligence, we lliould be as firmly convinced of it from the 
tenor of his condudl. W c pcrceive therefore that it would be impofliible to ac- 
complifh any nccommodatlon on terms to which the Nabob would aflont; the con- 
fcquence would be, that we fhould be obliged to fuftain the difgrace of relinquifliing 
unaccomplilhcd what we had undertaken, or accomplilb it on terms againft which . 

,the Nabob would proteft.

3d. Becaufe the manifeft reafon of the Nabob’s objection to our negotiating is, 
that by raifing our importance in the eyes of the Country Powers, it would pro
portionally diminifli his. Bccaufe it is the Company’s orders to the Com-
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jaifSoners to fupport his G onfcqucn ce in the eyes o f bi» neighbottrs- Bccav^r 
negotiate and fettle terim  for the Nabob and the Caraattck, contrary to the opiak>» 
of, and in oppo(ition to the Nabob, would be to control the Nabob, which .we 
arc forbid to do. Bccaufe it might be conftrucd a breach of the n t h  article o f 
the Treaty of Paris, endanger us perfoiially to we know not what peuakies, and 
lubjeft the Charter to forfeiture. ,

4th. Becaufe if we were to acconmiodate on •terms contrary to the Nabob's 
opinion, we ftrongly apprehend the like mlfreprefentaticxvs and the like coufcqucnces 
therefrom, as are exprelled in articles 5th and 6th of Reafons for thie Rcfoiutiou oti 
the Second Queftioa.

E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  *771.

a>5th. Becaufe, for all the reafons aforefaiJ, we canrwt reafonaWy hope for 
fuccefsful end to our negotiation ; that no good can .|>rocecd from it  ̂ but on the 
contrary that difappointmcnt, difgrace, and inevitable diliicuky^ wouJd be the pro
bable confequence.

R eafm isjn fupport o f  the R efdutm  o f  the M ajori^  on tht Fifth ^ e ft io n .

W E  are o f opinion that the negotiation be left whoHy to the Nabob, in th« 
manner he propofes; that is to fay, that the Company’s Reprefentatives do not 
publicly interfere, but do give the Nabob all poflible fupiX)ct, by an apparent refo- 
lution to ufe military compulfion if negotiation fail.

ift. Becaufc this Is conformable to the Nabob's dcfire, and confonant to the fpirit,. 
tenor, and every letter o f the Company’s orders.

2d. & caufe we do believe that the Nabob, feeing the dangers that furrouml 
him,— the difgrace that muft attend both him and us, if, after having compelled 
us to proceed thus far in our military preparations, all hoftile intentions ftould 
filently be dropped,— w ifhes heartily and truly that an accommodation could be brought' 
about. Bccaufe we think there is at Icaft a probability that it may be efTeflcd t y  
the Nabob, aflifled by the appearance of refolution on our part to fupport him. 
with military force in cafe of need : And becaufe we think the efFedting it on a 
firm footing, that is to fay, under the folcmn fendtion of the Company, may aŝ  
effedtuallv prevent the dangers we apprehend from the French, (as herein-bcfore 
cxprefled) iho\ild they unite wkh Tanjore whilft we Itand in enmity with him, as if  
Tanjore were adlually reduced or conquered ; and our reafon for this opinion is, 
that Tanjore can hofve no grounds, no natural tendemy to a preference o f  or friendpotp^ 
tuith the French rather than w ith  w , but the contrary. And as we have, in other places 
o i  our proceedings, exprefled our opinion that the Rajah's conduEl has in fam e tneafure 
proceeded from  his apprehenftons o f  the Nabob, and the difability o f  the Company to p ro tect  
him againjl the N a bo by fupported  by the Minifler o f  the Crown-, f o  it is our opinion, that 
w r e  he reinfiaied in the form er confidence he had o f  the Compare's impartial adherence 
to the treaiy o f  1762, h r  mould never put him felf into the hands or p ow er o f  the 
French.

3d. Bccauli:



3d. Becaufc w e h a v t no caufe to in fer from  any orders w e  ha ve r e c e iv ed  fr om  the 
Ompany, that they w ijh  the Fort and Country o f  Taxjore 'were conquered^ and the fr e jen t  
fo jfe jfo rs  difpojfeffidi but on the contrary, that they would not have eith er their pojfeffions 
*r thofe o f  the Nabob extended, or the hereditary p o je j fo is  o f  territory d i fp o^ e jfe d b u t  
only that they Jhould be reduced to fu ch  terms, as nu^' g i v e  fa fe ty  to the Carnatick and th eir  
own pojfejfuns. ^

4th. Becaufe if an accommodation can be effeAed by the Nabob to his own fatisfac- 
tion, whether we are confidered as guarantees to the Treaty o f 1762, as allies, or aS' 
auxiliaries, wc have no right to difpute itj and if the doftrine on the i ith article of 
the Treaty o f Paris be juft, it would be dangerous to difpute i t : but tliat doftriue 
is inc\jlcated, not only by the Minitftcr of the Crown, but by the Court of Dirci^lors 
alfo ; therefore, if we difpute the Nabob’s right to fettle his own concerns, it^miift 
be at our own peril. There are many,’ very many things, which we would venture 
to do at our peril for the public good, had we but grounds to hope for candour itv 
the j\idgment to be paffed on our conduft ; but we here foleninly declare, judging 
from the paft, that we have no fuch hope; the extreme rigour with which thisGovern- 
ment has been treated, grounded, as we think, on the maHcious mifreprefentations- 
o f intercfied and revengeful perfons, has banifted hope j and when wc confider 
the new enemies that have atfailed us, their defign, their means, and their power^ 
nothing remains for us but defpair.

In fupport of the foregoing arguments, it is neccffary to quote fome o f the late 
orders of the Court of Diredors.

General L etter, xoth November, 1769.

Par. 4 . But one part of your faid advice» wc cannot help at prefent animadverting 
upon ; and that is, your conduct towards the Nabob o f Arcot, as reprefentett 

“  in your additional geneial letter o f the 8th March laft. It is to our aftonilh- 
•' ment that by your faid letter we difcenr an VTielination in you tending to violate 

that firm alliance between the Nabob and th<̂  Company, which we have evep 
“  thought oi>r intereft to maintain ; awd the more fo, as His Majefty, by the i i t b  
“  artic e of the laft General Treaty of Peace, has agreed, that “  in order to preferve 

future peace on the Coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, the Englifii fliall acknow- 
•* ledge Mahomed Ally Khan fot lawful Nabob of the Carnatick.”

5, “  This feeming inclination in yow towards-breaking with the Nabob did in-- 
duce us to defire the fuperintending CommifTioners, by our letter o f 26th Septem- 
ber laft, thai they would not fail to repair to Fort St. George firft, that the moft 
vigorous meafijtes might be purfued in carrying oiv the war againft Hyder Ally,,

“  in order to produce a lafe and honourable peace. The faid Commiflionors were- 
“  alfo defired to exert themfelves in the moft efftdual manner, firmly to fupport the 
““  Company’is faithful Ally the Nabob o f A rco t; and to that end we informed chem^ 
“  that they might expedt the ftrongtft rcinforccments from hence, & c.”

&  C 4 » e r ^ ‘
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Central Letter^ March, 1770 .
♦ *

■par. I I .  “  Y O U  have, contrary to our exprefs injunftions, afforded but too much 
reafon for all the C oun try  Pow ers around you to iufped: us o f  encroaching dc- 
ifigns againft their poflcflions and property, & c .”  ^

R E M A R K .

W O U L D  there not be the ftrongeft caufe for fuch an im putation in the cafe o f  
T a n  jore, i f  we were declaredly to undertake the conqueft o f  it contrary to the N a 
b o b ’s inclination, for whom  alone we arc authorifcd by our own Confcitucnts to a ft 
againft T a n jo re ?  w ould not the N abob h im felf alarm the C ountry Pow ers ? ic 
cannot be doubted.

P ar. 1 2. O u r ancient A lly ,  th eN ab o b , on whofe econom y and attention to the im
provem ent o f  his revenues our welfare I’o m uch depends, and which it was your duty 
to  prom ote, has been b y  you dragged ox allured into new and moft alarm ing difficul
ties ; and from  all your prom ifes he has only acquired a m oil form idable and inve
terate enem y, deftrudVion to his country, and a ruinous accum ulation o f  d eb t:—  
and i f  , his faith and honour— (G ood G od  ! faith and honour) prevail not over his 
dikftrelTes, w hat have we not to expedt m ay be the confequcnces in cafe o f  an E u ro 
pean war ? & c .

R E M A R K .

T H E m e a fu r e s  which occafioned the foregoing paragraph proved unfuccefsfu!; 
an d  though the N ab ob  was not only confenting to them , but was even an inftigator, 
y e t  as they terminated unfortunately, this G overnm ent is accufed oidragging and allur
ing him  into them . W h a t w ill not be faid (hould we really drag him inro a war, con
trary  to his declared opinion, in a caufe wherein we can only adt as his fupporters ? 
U p o n  what ground (hall we a£t againft T an jo re , i f  the N abob declare h im felf fatis- 
fied ?— w€ m uft a ft for the C om pany in that cafe : H ave we any authority to do fo ? 
and w ill it not be im puted to us, i f  w e fail— nay, if  we are fuccefsful, as a dcfign to 
get the country into our own hands, and the plunder o f  it into our own pockets ?. 
H e  m uft be ignorant indeed o f  the tem per o f  the times who can harbour a doubt 
o f  thefc, and every other im putation that the blackeft malice can invent.

P a r. 1 3- U pon the w hole, as we have before exprefled our difapprobation o f  the 
com m encem ent o f  the war, fo we again declare it our opinion, that you have wan
ton ly m ade us principals in the quarrel with H yd er, & c .”

R E M A R K .

W E  have already afked upon w hat ju ftifiab le  grounds we can take upon us to 
fBalce th e  Com pany principals in a war w ith Tanjore, who appeals to us to fettle the

diffcrencc
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difFcrcncebetween him and the Nabob, as mediators and guarantees o f  the Treaty 
o f 1762 : we muft not expedt in fuch a cafe fo mild an epithet as wanton ;— Delin
quency— collujions—frauds—corrupt motives—are what w e  mc^ be fu r e  o f  from  the Nabobs 
the M inijier, and many other good  friends w e  have in this country.

Par. 22. “  However falutary it might be to provide againft future exigencies, after 
your inveftments (hall have been carried to their full extent, yet it is with aflonifhment 
we fee that our Servants could entertain an idea of depriving us of the only means 
we could have to difcharge the fame”  (i. e. our engagements.)

24. “  Although we hope that upon more* mature deliberation you will have laid 
^\dt{o'dejlru£live apian, yet on the bare poflibility o f your adopting it, wc here de
clare our peremptory prohibition of fuch a meafure,”

N . B. The dejiru£live plan above-mentioned, which in paragraph 24. is imputed 
to infatuation, was a propofition between this Prefidency and that o f Bengal, for 
making fomc provifion to guard both againft dejlru ilion, which muft be the confc- 
quence o f  war without means.

R E M A R K .

W e have obeyed the peremptory prohibition j— we have no fund our depenw 
dence is our territorial revenue ;— how are we to carry on a war on our own bot
tom ? I f  wc engage in an expedition in oppofition to the Nabob, we can exped very 
little affiftancc from him, if any, either o f money or provifion. In cafe our expedi
tion ftiould bring the Marattas into the country, or that it prove unfuccefsful, from 
whatever caufe, how are we to fupport ourfelves ? we muft carry our inveftment to 
the ^11 extent; and then, and not 'till then, provide for future exigencies.

W c beg that our feparate letters to the Honourable Court by the Dutton and 
Than.es, dated 8th March and 27th Jun»* 1769, may be firft read with attention ; 
particularly paragraphs 10, .11, and 12 of the iaft } and then the following, viz.

General letter to the Commiffioners, dated 23d March 1770, paragraphs 30, 31, 
3' î 331 and part o f J5, beginning at the words, Jn d  w e fu rth er  requejl.

Note. Thefe paflages are fo ftrong, that there needs no remark on them after 
what has already been iaid .. T o

Letter from tht PreJiJent and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military Department, to the Court e f  
DireBors, dated ith  March, Receinied in London, ibth September, 1769,

To the Honourable tht Court o f DireBors, fo r  Jffairs o f tht Honourable the United Company o f Merchantt
o f  £,ngland trading to tht Eajl-lndie:,

H<>NOUlliABLE,

Par. 1. HAVING, as welHn our general addrefs of this date as our former letters, given your Honours 
a minute detail of the feveral occur'-ences in the courfe of this war, how far our condud may merit ap-

8 R  probation
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T o  the foregoing we beg leave to add the following extraft, from whence alone 
we derive our comniiflion to invade Tanjore : we fay our efpecial commijjionf
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probation or blame, is with great deference liibmitted to your judginent. If the warmell: attachment 
and unwearied attention to your intereft, and the beft etidcavours to procure fuccefa, could entitle us to 
your favourable fentiments, confcious of having exerted thcfe, we flioutd not doubt of obtaining them j 
but whatever may be your fenfe of the part, our duty to the Company as Servants, and to the Nation 
Rs Subjefts, urge* us with all deference to offer our opinion of the future. Three caufes may be af- 
ligned as general obftacles in the purfuit of this war ; a divided {>ovver, the want of cavalry, and|thc 
npprehenuon of wanting money. The forces in the field are under the foie command and direftion ul' 
your Servants, but the means by which they mull be fupported are principally in the Nabob, whofc 
idle vanity, defire of power, and jealoufy of control, renders all dej>endcnce on him precarious. It 

■cannot be neceflary to uic miiny arguments to prove, that the Power which is to dirert the meafurea 
fliould know the means ; but whilft thole means lie fo much in the Nabob as they mull, we are in a 
thoufand inftances liable to difappointments and impediments. ’Tis with reluftance we fay even thus 
much on a fubjeft which demands much more, bccaufe we cannot propofe a remedy ; for there is no 
'medium ; the Nabob muft be Nabob or nothing ; that is to fay, he muft have the foie management of 
the countries, and the revenues and rcfources, or they muft be wholly ii the Company. In the firft 
cafe we foreliec dangers threatening on all lides, in which the Company muft neceflarily l>e involved j 
in the latter the Nabob would certainly be drove to the laft defpair ; for it is not to be conceived how 
greatly his jealoufy and anprehenlions have increafcd, fince the Company have affumed the power in 
Bengal ; and yet fuch a (yl’tem, until the affairs of the Carnatick could be put upon a more refpê t- 
;ible footing, by the redurtion of the debts and incumbrances, would, we are confident, produce far 
greater advantage and happinefs in the end to the Nabob and his family, than the courfe he hat 
hitherto taken, and no doubt will purfus. If what we have taken the liberty to offer on this fubjedt 
it conceived in general terms, without defcending to particular iaftances, it is becaufe we are fearful 
of enforcing what would not only give us great pain to execute, but perhaps draw on us imputations 
we do not deferve, and wifli to avoid : we fliall therefore on this fubjedl only add, that in our conduft 
towards the Nabob we fliall carefully avoid giving him any caufe of difgult, but iliall nevertheleft 
urge him in the warmeft niannei to fuch mcafuies as fliall appear to us neceflitry.

2. The w.int of cavalry is the fecond obftacle we have mentioned. Were peace reftorcd, and 
the revenues of the Carnatick free and unincumbered, there is no doubt but they might well afford 
to maintain a refpectable Ixidy of cavalry, befides the neceflary and fufficient eftablifliment of infantry; 
but, under the prefent cmbarrallmentB, it does not appear to us to be pr.i<fticable. The Nabob is in
debted to individuals nt:ar twenty Lacks of Pagodas, carrying an intereft of ten per cent.— his former 
debt to you, added to the chaigcs of the prefent war, amounts to at leaft twenty Lacks of Pagodas 
more; the fums which will undoubtedly be required of him annually towards the difcharge of thcfe 
debts, the civil charges of government, the repairs of fortifications, the charges of himfelf and 
family, fuitably to the dignity of hit llation, the Jaghires to relations and dependants ; all thefc 
being deduifted from the revenues, will leave, as w-c apprehend, (for we do not know, and cannot ob
tain a fatisfa<ftory account of them) a fum very inadequate to the charges of fuch a military ellablilh- 
ment; and without it, the courfc of this war has proved, that a body of ten thoufand horle may ruin 
and lay wufte th* whole country.

3. The third caufe of the protraftlon of this war has been our apprehtnfion of wanting money ; 
we lay »pprehtnfion, bccaufe we have not to this time been in actual want; but fuch has been oar 
fituation during the greateft part of (hit war, that we have never been able to c.ilculate a reafonable 
dependence on more than three or four months of our ordinary exj>enfes. We have fecn very plainly 
for fome time paft, that nothing could enfure us fucceft but a body of cavalry that could be dejx-nded 
on j and it is certain, in railing and collefling fuch a Uxly, that our known rclburces mull have been 
•exhaufted before we could bring them into the field to any purpofe. Now that we are drove to the 
lad extremity, and that the Nabob fees his danger, he has engaged to procure both the cavalry and 
the mrant, at has already been taken notice of in our addrefs of this date, and on his performance 
left all our hopes; but we are forry to fay, that in this, as in all his other undertakings, we have our 
doubts. Had we not received from Bengal very large fupplie* of money, far beyond our expeflation,

6  w c



becaufethe Company’s fcntimcnts exprefled in former letters in refpedt to Tanjore 
are very difFcrfnt, viz. in their general letter to the Seledt Committee, 17th 
March 1769, paragraphs 7 and 8.*
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we muft long ago have funk under the burthen o f  this war, to the charge* of which the ordinary re
venues are very inadequate. Since then it is evident, that even thofe revenues are in time of war 
very precarious, and by the ravage of a few horfe may in a great meafure fail; fince it is equally 
certain (at leaft wc believe fo) that Bentpl may be as liable to this misfortune as the Coaft, we hop« 
yovir Honours will not think us too preftiming, if we humbly offer to your confideration the fatal con- 
fequences that may attend your pofleffions in India, if a fufficient fund be not raifed, and always kept 
in referve, at each of your Preiidencies, to anfwer the extraordinary charges of war, in cafe the or
dinary revenues flwuld fail. IVe forefee the great dittrefs that muft attend your affairs at home, 
fliould your inveftments be l\opped, or even curtailed, in order to form fuch referves ; but in our hum
ble opinion the queftion is, whether it were better to do fo, or to expofe the whole to the mod dan* 
gerous rlflt ? upon which fubjeft we earnellly requeft your full and clear fentiments and orders.

We are,

H o n o u k a s l e ,

Your faithful humble fervants,

Ch». Bourchier 
Jof. Du I’ri 
John Call 
Ar. Wynch

Fort St. George, John Andrew*
8th March, 1769. Geo. Stratton

Geo. Dawibn 
Ja». Bourchier 
Geo. Mackay.

Let/*r from the Prejidcnt ami Ccunril at Fort St. Cecrge, ;n their Military Dfpartment, to the Court o f  
DireSlorSf dated I'jth June, 1769. Received in London, \bth December, 1769.

To the Honourablt the Court o f  DireBors, fo r  Affairs o f the Honourable the United Company o f  Merchants
o f England trading to the E ajl-ln dit'.

H o n o u r a b l e ,

Par. ». IN a feparate addrefs by the Dutton, under date the 8th March, we rook the libtrty to offer 
briefly our fentiments on the connexion betw een the Company and the Nabob, and the inconveniciicic* 
that rcfulted from the prefcnt fyftcm. It is a fubjeft at once fo delicate and fo Imerefting, that we muft 
acknowledge we treat of it with reluftance ; lell, on the one hand, by relating faas as they are, we fhou'.d 
be thought to reconiraeud, and fecretly defire, mcafures which we moft earneftly wifh could fafely bo 
avoided; and left, on the other, younifihirsfhould be expofcd to dangers for want of fuch an explanation. 
In'his dilemma tht firll is bcft ; we fliall therefore beg leave to expole to you, without colouring, 
the true ftate of your affairs with the Nabob, and to requell your orders thereon.

2. In oiir General Addrefs we have laid l>erorc you a fuccinft account of the progrefs of the war 
from the difpatch ot the Dutton to the concluiion of the ptacc with Hyder Ally. As the terms of that 
ueace arc by no means ft.ch as xve lliould have accepted it we could have found a better alirrnative we 
have thonght It proper to enter on our Diary a fummary of ihc motives and ncceffities which induced 
us to fublcnbe to them j for although we have not a doubt within ourfclves but that, even fuch as

they

•  See page 525,



R E M A R K .

W e  are by no means left fo aft according to our own judgment and difcretion. 
The expedition is wholly to be undertaken for the Nabob’s benefit, to levy a fum o f

they are* the difadrantages are lefs, both to the Company and to the Nabob, than the continuance of' 
the war ; yet as the Nabob hath been very averfe to the peace, fuch an explanation is rendered the 
more neceffary to vindicate our condu£t. At the fame time that it feenied requifite that we fhould fet 
forth the cau(e« which compelled us into that peace, it is equally neceflary that we fliould juftify our- 
felves to you for not having concluded it fooner: the only apparent opportunity was that which (remed 
to prefent itfelf in the negotiation which was opened at Colar in the m̂onth of Ottober, but ended 
abruptly after the battle of Muliawakel, as has been fully related in our former advices. After that 
difappointmenf we took every occafion to renew the ncTOtiation, which it was not in our power to bring 
to a Reedier or better conclufion than has been fet forth in our general advices and confultations.

3. The fettling and adjufting with Hyder Ally the terms of peace were not the only difficulties we 
met with in the courfe of the negotiation. Had we been treating for the Company’s feparate and 
diftinfl concerns, unconnefted with the Nabob’s, few obftacles we believe would have occurred ; 
for Hyder Ally has upon all occafions exprefled and demonflrated a defire of peace and friendQiip with 
the Company ; and the reafon is clear ; for were the Company to obferve a neutrality, and leave the 
Nabob to proteft his own country, it is beyond a doubt that the whole would fall to the firft invader ; 
and this we fay without any deCgn to injure the Nabob’s reputation ; hit circumftances have been fuch, 
fi-om his acceflion to the government ’till this time, as hare put it out of his power to ftand without 
fupport: this however is the fadl; and the difadvantage to the Company in fuch a connexion confifts 
in this ; that whilft the b\irthen of defence and pioteftion refts on the Company, they poflefs but a part 
of the means ; and as the Nabob, though unable of himfelf to defend his own territories, poflTefliis 
neverthelefs in it’s full extent the government of the country, the appointment of, and command over the 
perfons inirutled with the departments, and the entire diipofal of the produAions and revenues, it is 
evident that in all tranfa£tions refpefting the Carnatick he muft be confulted, and nothing can piopcrly 
be done without his concurrence. It is true, that knowing his foie dependence to be on the Company, 
whatever the neceffities of your affairs require he muft in the end comply with ; neverthelefs, as it i» 
neceflary in all things to preferve the dignity of his ftation, and confequently to procure his aflent to 
alt meafures refpeî tmg the Carnatick, great management and addrefs are requilite in fuch points as oo 
not coincide with his inclination or interell, real or imaginary ; whence delays, difficulties, and im
pediments are continually arifing, very injurious to the public fervice. This difadvantage has in fome 
nieafure always fubfifted, but never in the degree to which it has of late arifen : to affign the caufei 
might not be difficult; but whatever they be, the effefts are fuch as we have related. Your Honour#- 
will pleafe to obferve, in the courfe of our proceedings, from the commencement of the negotiatiou 
to the conclufion of the peace, how defirous the Nabob has been to continue the war, although latterly 
his whole country has been at (lake, even whilft the Carnatick was aftually fuftainiug more cruel 
ravages than it had ever before been expofed to, and when every day brought frefli advices of the 
enemy’s progrefs itt the Tinnevclly country, where his Sepoys were treacherouily delivering up the 
forts one after another. The motives to a conduft fo extraordinaiy appear to be principally tnefe : 
firft, a rooted and unconquerable hatred to his adverfary ; an inCitiable defirc of extending hia 
poftellions at leaft at far as the Ghauts, or Pafles between the mountains that feparate theBalaghaut from 
the Payen Ghaut cointry; and an opinion that the Company’s credit and refourcei in Bengal are 
inexhauftible. Whence fo great an enmity ftiould have atifen we cannot tdl; the Nabob imputes it 
to the affiflance which Hyder Ally gave to the French at the time of the fiege of Pondicherry; that 
indeed might have creat̂  a political enmity ; but this feems to be perfonal, for the Nabob would 
never condefccnd to write to him, and has taken all occafions to treat him in the moft contemptuoua 
manner; not deigning to fpeak of him by any other name or ftyle than Hyder Naigue, or fimply the 
Naigue; although the Subah and others have, as it fuited their purpofes, given him the title of Nabob. 
In return for this treatment Hyder Ally refufes the title of Nabob to his adverfary, and never fpeaks 
®f him by any other than that of Mahomed Ally, and often with the addition of very opprobrious 
terms. However trivial this circumftaucc may appear, it certainly contributed greatly to our difficulties

in
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money. W e are enjoined tofupport the Nabob’s pretenOons on the Rajah o f Tan- 
jo r e } and if  the Rajah fhall refufe, we are then to purfue fuch meafures as the Nabolt 
mc^ think confifient w ith  the ju ji i c e  and dignity o f  h ii Government.

in the courfe of the negotiation, and may occafion frefli troubles, if fome means of reconciliation b# 
not fiiccefsfiilly employed, which (hull engage our beft endeavours. In rcfpeft to the PafTes, the 
pofl'elTion ot them would certainly be advantageous, though probably not of fo much importance as has 
been imagined; but as the poflclTion o f them would feparate frotn the My foie dominions large and 
valuable countries, there could be no reafonable foundatiim for fuch ideas in the latter part of the war. 
As to the fujiplies for carrying on the war, it was in vain that we reprefented to him his miftaken 
opinion of our rcfonrces, and that even if we iwireflld them in as great an extent as he fuppofed, 
there could be no reafon why the Company ftiould exhaull their treafutrs for the fupport of countrici, 
and the acquifuion of others, from whencc they were to derive no advantage. At length, feeing u» 
dcterminetl to proceed in the negotiiitioii (although he had, upon our urgent demands ot money, con- 
fiantly protefted that he had not the means of fupplying us with more than he did) he now oftered to 
furnifli the necefliiry funds for the whole charges of war, and to entertain beiidcs an army of io,oo« 
Marattas. A propofition fo difproportionate to wliat we conceive to be within the compafs of his 
jibility, could only ferve as a ftriking proof, amongll many others, that there w;is not any extremity, 
however great, to which he would not rather have expofcd himfclt, than have fubinittcd to the terni« 
which we found it ncceflary for youraflairs to comply with,

4. Although the negotii'tion waŝ -arried on by */ on behalf of the Company and theCarnatick, in 
<\ri£l propriety the Nalx>b ougiu certainly to have been made a contrafting party in the treaty; but 
although we reprefented and explained to him the neceffity of complying with that form to prcfcrve 
liis own dignity, yet he abfolotely refufed to be made a party, »nd for this rrafon, that he could not 
fubmit to pve Hyder Ally the title of Nabob. Finding all arguments and perfuafions ineffcftual, the 
only projier alternative that rcmaii>ed was, that he fliould empower us to conclude and engage for the 
C?rnatick as well as for*he CoMipany. This he confentcd to, and promifcd the Prefident that he 
would addroCi a letter to him to that efted, u]>on the faith of which promife the treaty was drawn con- 
formibly thereto; but the promifcd letter h.ts never been given, and i* now refufed ; fo that there 
appears no authority on our records for the engagement we have entered into on behalf of the Car- 
ratick : vve confider this as a matter of no great confequence ; the circumftance however deferves to 
be mentioned, as it marks the Nabob’s prefent temper and difpofition.

•5. The treaty (concerning which we have fpoken fully in our freneral addrefs) being concluded, it 
became immediately neceffar)’ to fettle with the Naliob the difjxjfition of the troops, and the fums to be 
paid by him tor the maintenance of thoie nhich are charged to his account, and towards the reiniburfc- 
nient of his debt to you. Hitherto the Nabob had frequently' mentioned his api>rehenfions, that the 
p-Bce we are alwut to conclude would be but of fliort dunition ; and that he would recommend al>ove all 
things, that, a£ foon as it were concluded we fliould t-.ike the advantage of the interval to prepare again for 
war. After fuch fentiments, we were amazed tohcar from him a projjofal that wx fliould difband the ten 
battalions of Sepoys, which had hitherto been trained, difciplined, officered, and paid by the Company, 
but charged to his account; or, if they were ftill kept up, that th ’̂ fliould be entertained for the Coiii- 
pany’s account, allcdging that he was unable to be;u- the charge. To this we objedled, that the eftublifli- 
nunt often battalifms had been formed with his full «nd free eonfent and approbation, that it had re
ceived } our fanftion, and tliat it appeared to us a jxiint of too much importance to be rclinquiflied with
out yourpermiffKm ; but that even had wc the power to do fo, it would ccrtainfy be an impolitick and 
dangerous nieafure; for it could not l>c doubted, bur that thefe veterans, if difbanded, would feek ihî  
Liead in the fcrvi.-'ot his enemies, where they would be eagerly entertained and cherifljed ; or if to 
prevent that, he fliould take them into his own pay, thctxpenfe would be nearly the fame, and the alft'e- 
rence would only bein the fervice to be had from them ; that in lefs than fix months they would lofc 
their difcipline, and bccome no better than his other Sibbendy troops, and confequently of no ufe in the 
dcfenccot the country. At length he coniVntcd that fevon thoufand Sej)Ovi fliould be entertained on 
the foa’ier plan, and tharged to him; with this we thought it advif;ible to comply, keemng .ftill the 
jiumbcr of ten battalions, but reducing the number of men, .which may be â ain augmented iiould ce-

S calic*

A P P E N D I X .  No. XXII. 709



W e  arc not allowed to judge o f  that confiftencyj it is left wholly to the 
Nabob»
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cafion requlir. This, and every other reduftion of expenfe that can be fafely, ought undoubtedly to 
be made.

6. Tlie next propofal made by the Nabob wasi, that thefe Sepoys, and all the Con>pany’s troopi, 
lliould be withdrawn from his forts into the Jaghire and the Company’s hounds, and that his own coun
try Ihould be left entirely to his own management; p r o t e f t in g  at the fame time that he depended en
tirely on the Company for proteftion and fuppoit, that his attachment to them was inviolable, and that 
his only motive to this propofal wasi, to avoid the inconveniences and detriment which he fuftained in 
his revenue, by the intermeddling of our officers, their Dubalhes and fcrvants. That the Nabob’s at
tachment to the Company and to the Englifli Nation is true and fmcere we do verily believe, and that 
upon grounds and reafons the moft cogent that can pollibly exift—felf-intereft ; he fees and knows per- 
feftly well, and often repeiits, that he has no other triends in the world on whom he can place the leaft 
dqjcndence for proteilion and fupport, and that he is utterly unable to defend himfcif without their 
aflillance. But at the fame time that he thus feels his o»vn weaknefs and dependence, his fears ani jea- 
loufy of the Company’s power and intentions rife in proportion ; he has ever prefent before him the 
tranfa£Hons in Bengal; and whenever we find it necefl’ary to prefs him on any point that is difagrecable 
to him, he imagines immediately that we are only feeking fome plaufible pretence to fcize hi* country. 
To fatisfy the mind of a jealous fufpicious man is imjxjfiible ; and in the prefent cafe we can do no-more, 
than to pve him the ftrongeftafTurances of the Company’s friendlhip and attachment to his perfun and 
family that they have not the leaft intention of appropriating to their ufe any of his poficffions , but as 
they have for a great number of years been in advance large Turns of money onhis account, it is juft anJ 
reafonable that they fliould l>e remiburfcd, and they expedt it accordingly. Thefe apprehenCons of the 
Nabob we believe to be the true caufe of his wifliing to luive the Comp-.iny’s troops removed from his 
garrifons ; not but that we are fenfible of many inconveniences to him and his managers from the con- 
dihft of fome of our officers and their Dubadies, which it is not in our power wholly to prevent, becaufe 
of the difficulty of afcertaining fadts : we fliall however ufe every means in our power to fatisfy the 
Nalwbonthis fubjedt, but we Ihall on no account confcnt to withdraw your troops from the principal 
garrifons where they have hitherto been ftationed, until his debt to the Company be completely ilif- 
charged, or until wc have your fandtion for fo doing.

7. It appears in the courfe of 6ur proceedings, that, upon our prefling inftances to the Nabob to' affifl: 
us w'th as much money as he could towards the charges ot the war, be engaged to pay us one Lack of 
I’ugodas in January, <me Lack in March, and one Lack in May. Upon the conclufion of the peace, 
cnlj half a Lack had been received on account of the Januâ  Ki<l; of courfe there remained due one
I.ack and an half on account of the January and March Kifls; and the May Kill was not then due. It 
has been before obferved, that the Nabob, in order to induce us to rejedl fuch forms of accommodation 
as our then diftreffes urged us to accept, had oftered to bear the whole charges of the war; that it was 
certain his known refourccs could by no means extend to,fuch an undertaking, and we had no reafon to 
think he had fecret means e<)ual to it: however, by fuch a declaration, he now flood exfKjfed to this d'- 
lemma ; cither he could, or he could not fupply fuch fums as were rei]uifite ; if he could not, the at
tempt to dcceive us in t o  inextricable difficulties, by continuing the war, without the means of fupport- 
ing It, was unpardonable ; if he could, the time was now at hand, when a part of thofe fums might be 
moft profitably applied in reimburfement of the debt he owed to the Company, of which we flood in 
the greateft need, as ha* already been explained in our general advices, for defraying our current cx- 
pcnfes, and difcharging a part of the heavy debt on bone which we had contracted in the courle of the 
war. As we never believed him by any means able to procurc the fums neceffary for (he fuj)port of the 
vArhadit contini.ed, wc were unwilling now to take the advantage of iliat rafl> offer, (although he had 
much aggravated that circuniftance, bycauiingrcijorts to be circulated in the colony, that \ve were under 
no neceflity of eonclading a peace from want of monej, fince he had undertaken to fupply ui); and con- 
fidering the ruinated ftaie ot the province, the lofs ot revenue that muft thence enfue, and the fums that 
would be BCCclTary to enable the inhabitants to refettle the country, wepropofed to the Nabob, and re-

t j u e f l e d .



I f  the Nabob then refufe his aflent to the reduftion o f  Tanjorc, tells us he 
is fatisfied to accommodate his difference with the Rajah on terms, it is
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quefted, that he would difcharge the Lack and an half of Pagodai, which were due in March, before the 
conclufion of the war ; and that from the ift May 1769 to the 30th April 1770, he would pay five Lack* 
of Pagodas; out of which the charges of the feven thoufarid Sepoys agreed to be entertained on his ac
count fliould be dcdufted, as well as all other charges of the garnfons where the Company’s troops arc 
llationed, and that the relidue iliould go in abatement of ib much of his debt. We are really of opi
nion that he miî ht p^ off thefe fums in the time we have named, and therefore we have been the 
more eameft and prcfling in our requeft ; but we are ferry to fay we have not found fo ready a compli
ance as we think the cafe rcnuireson the one part, and admits on the other. Had we, or could we ob
tain an authentic account of the revenues of the country, and the real and neceflary charges, we ftioulct 
be better <ibie to form an accurate judgment of what might be done ; as it is, w>e are much in the dark, 
and cannot purfue any meafures for obtaining better lights without awakening all the Nabob’s fears and 
jealoufies. On thefubjett of thefe payments, as well as the Sepoys, the Prefident addrefled a letter t O ’ 

the Nabob the 17th of April, t o  w h i c h  he has not yet returned any anfwer. It would be needlefs to 
relate minutely all that has palled on this fubjeift, relative to the neceffities urged and proved on our part 
for requefting thefe fums, and thediflreffes oppo/ed on his part againft the pajrment of them ; but the 
Prclident informs us, that in a late converfat.on with the Nabob, he hath proniifed to pay the whole fix 
Lacks and an half of Pagadas from the ift of July 1769 to the 30th of June 1770, which takes in two- 
months more than we had propofed ; fo that (having already received from him half a Lack in January, 
and no more) fuppofing him to fulfil his promife, the whole fum that will be paid by the Nabob in the 
courfe of eighteen months, that is to fay from the jft January 1769 to the 30th June 1770, will amount 
to fevcn Lacks of Pagodas. This being fo far fettled, it remained to adjull the Kifts or terms of p^- 
ments ; and here new difliculties have arifen ; the Nabob, flill urging hit own inability and the diftreues 
of the country, propofes to pay but little in the beginning, of courfe throwing back the large payments 
to the latter part of the term, which will greatly diilrefs us ; but we can fee no remedy, having gone as far 
as we can without coming to an.open rupture.

8. What wc have fiiiJ refpedts the fums we reouire out of the Nabob’s own revenues; he is bende#; 
indebted to you in a very large fum on account of ine J.ighire Lands, and Poorumallee, which he holds ut 
rent under the name of Vincatachellum, who was a Hramin in his fervice, but is fince dead.

9. Your Honours were advifed by the Egmont from the other departmentj that the Nabob had'; 
delivered in an account of Ioffes fuftamed in the Jaghire and Poonamallee by the iucurlion of the enemy 
in Ŝ tembcr 1767, amounting to Pagodas 1,58,281,30,75. We have not’been able hitherto to obtain 
any iatisfaftory telliniony of thefe lofles; we have appointed a Committee to examine the accounts, 
and purpofe, if neceffary, to fend a Member of the Board to enquire of the faid Ioffes on the fpot; 
at prefent we can only fiiy, that we do not conccive it poffrble they could really have amounted to a. 
fourth part of the fum. Betides thefe Ioffes, much greaicr have certainly been fuftainetl fince Ja
nuary lall, when Hyder again entered the Carnatick ; and particularly in the months of March anilv 
April, juft before the conclufion of the peace, when great part of the Sumbah crop, the moft valua
ble of the year, was {lill on the ground. Of thefe we have yet no account; but fuppofing botU 
Ioffes, that of 1767 and that of 1769, to amount to a Lack and an half of Pagodas, aud deducing that 
fum Irom the arrears of rent, the Nabob will even in that cafc be indebted upwards of iivo Lack» 
of Pagodas on thefirft of July 17694 to which, if the growing rents be added until the 30th June 1770, 
in order to bring both accounts to the fame term, the whole will amount to upwards of'ffve Lack# : 
and an h»lf. To make the payments upon the whole as eafy to the Nabob as the demands for our ex- 
penfes will poffibly allow, wc have propofed, and he after much difficulty has confented to, the pay
ment of Pagodas 65,000 per month from the ift July to the 31ft December, amounting to Pagoda* 
j,90,000. The balance of the two fums, that is to fay, the Nabob’s own account, and the rents of 
tiie Jnghirc and Poonamallee,, we propofc to be paid ia the following Kills, viz..



without any colour o f  authority that wc go further, and at our great peril,

Jof. Du Pre 
M’‘arrcn Haftings 
Sam'. Ardley.
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In January —  _  —  — 1,70,000
March —  —  — — 2,00,000
Aprtl —  —  — — 2,50,000
And the rcfidue btfore the ciid of June, about 2,00,000

"To which the Nabob has not yet confented, fiiying, rhat hc cftitnot fettle tie Klft until he fliall have 
been at Arcot, and ‘mlpcftcd his accounts.

10. Having thus given-yoirr Honours a very miiuite and circumftantial detail of our late tninfac- 
tions with the Nabob, we hope yon will not impute to us, in fo doing, the intention of injuring him 
in your elliraation; the critical muation in whidh we ftand, makes it ncccflary that you fliould be fur- 
•iiiuied with every poflible material, that might be efTential to the formrng your judgment. The true 
charafters of men are better afcertained by the minutiair of their lives, than by a tew great outlines, the 
effefts peThy>s of neceflity. To have faicl in general, that we have had great difficulty in tranfadling 
your affairs with the Nabob, would have conveyed a very inadequate idea of the perplexities in which 
we have been involved. The Nabob no Jdoubt thinks himfelf injured as well in the terms of peace, 
as in the fubfĉ uent arrangement of the military eftablilhment, and in our preffing demand for money ; 
and there are in all places men ever ready, fome through intercft, and fome throuĝ h envy, to give 
the Tcrj' tvorA conftruftion to every of CJovemment. The peace is an aft of necellity warranted by 
your commands, and the diftreffedcircumlhinces of your affairs on the-Coaft, which left us no choice 
but that or worfe. The -militiny dlabliflnnent is of the firll confcquence, unlefs it were at once re- 
folved to abandon tlie Carnatick, and with it &II hopes of recovering the fums you have expended in 
it’s defence. And in refpê l to money, were not our wants great as they are, we Ihould have recom
mended fome refpitc, that the countr\- might the fooner rccover itfeU. In a general calamity evciy 
one (hould chearfully bear a part. The individual* of this Colony, who have lent their money to the 
Company, many who have borrowed that they might lend, fuffer in their mercantile conceras, by hav
ing that money locked up, which they might employ to much greater advantage. The Company 
fuffer in vafioui ways ; the expenfeof treafure, the lofs in revenue, and the failure of inveftment, are 
immediate. The confen̂ uences may be ftill more important. If there be a poffibility, our current and 
neceflary expenfes muft tirfl be provided for ; next the difcharge of our debt; and we have at prefcnt 
no refource but in the Nrfbob, that is to fay the Carnatick, on which fo much has been expended, ex
cept your own revenues, great part of which are alfo in the Nabob's bands.

11. If the details wc have made arc neceffiû - to pve you ajuft ide.i of the.paft, they are equally fo to 
enable you to form your judgment of the future. The long friendftiip and alliance which has fubfilled 
between the Company and the Nabob ; your promifes and engagements to fupponhim and his family ; 
the large debt that he owes ôu ; the jwobable detriment to your affairs fhould the Carnatick fall into 
other hands ; and theprobabilî r, we might almoftfay certaint}-, that it will do fo, ifnot prevented by the 
interpofition of your power; are cogent reafoni for employing your forces whenever tl«e fafety of the 
Carnatick may be threatened. On the other hand, if once you take up arms, you cannot again lay 
them down at p'cafure. Although aifting only as an ally, the Company will be confidered as the princi- 
pd, and the Nabo.) but as a name. Thus engaged, the charges ot the war muil be furnilhed by fome 
means or other; and if the Nabob cannot or will not, the Company muft or abandon ever}’ thing ; and 
of hi* ability-we arc and ever muft remain ignorant, whilft he induftrioully conceals from us the 
amoutit of his receipts ?nd difburfements. We fliould be utnuft to the Nabob, were we not to acknow- 
lege that he hath fuffered great difficulties and dillrell(;s : from his firft connexion with the Company 

ia. IT i/it to the redutttionof i'ondichcrry in 1761, wa« one continued fccue of war, in which he was
mots



■more than once reduced to great estreraities: the revenues which came into his pofleflion from the Car- 
natick were very inadequate to the charges of fuch a war 5 confidcrable treafures accumulated by hi* 
father were brought in aid and expended, and very heavy debts were contrafted belides : berore thefe 
could be much reduced, the defedtion of Ufoff Khan in the Madura coimtry brought on a very ex- 
penfive expedition, and raifed his debts again as high as ever; neverthelcfs, that to (he Company 
would in all probability have been cleared before this time, had not the late unfortunate war pre- 
vented it. Large fums of money have certainly been paid in difcharge of his debts from 1761 to this 
time, but his revenues during that period have alfo been very confidcrable j and we are not able to 
account for the application of them, when we confider the large debt he hath contraaed to individuals, 
befides that to the Company : be that as it may, certain it is, that at prefent the Nabob does infift 
that his circumftances are greatly diftrefled, and we have no proof to the contrary. In cafe therefore 
of a frefli war, before the Nabob fliall have difcharged his debts, by what means can the charges be 
defrayed ? It is evident that it will not be jpoflible for him to lay by any thing, if he will do juftice to 
the Company and his creditors ; it is equally evident, that the ordinary revenues uninterrupted would 
nnt fufSce for the exigencies of war; much lefs being, as they are, liable to failure by the ravages of 
a fewhorfe: it follows therefore, that if the Company engage themfelves in defence of the Camatick, 
the burthen muft lie on them ; and all the expenfe, over and above wha; can be furniftied b̂  the 
Nabob out of the rifmg revenues (for which too his accounts muft be taken and admitted without 
control) muft be drawn from your Treafpry or credit, as far as they will go ; and when they are at 
an end, there the conteft muft end : fo that, unlefs the Cqrnatick fliould from this time for feveral year* 
to come enioy profound pcace, (which we arc forry to fay Is not probable) what may be extinguiflied 
of the Nabob’s debt in the years of peace, will accumulate again by the charges of war. From pad 
experience, and the profpeft that now lies before us, thefe fesm to be the nutural confeciuences that 
may refult from your engagement to proted the Carnatick ; if, on the other hand, the neceffity of your 
affairs, or any other caufef, (hould determine you at any time to a neutrality, and the defence of your 
own polTeffions folely, thefe wouÛ robably be the efFeds of fuch a rtfolution: the Nabob having 
hitherto depended entirely on the Company for the defence of the country, has in himfelf no power 
to reftrain even the Polligars, and of courfe he muft fall a facrifice to the firft powerful invader; and 
we are forrv to fay, that amongft all the neighbouring Powen (the Subah, the Marattas, Hyder Ally, 
the King of Tanjore) he has not a friend : the French too would no doubt come in for their fliare ; and 
where fuch a fcene of confufion might end is hard to fay. We hope it will not be put to the trial ; 
but we think it neverthelcfs our dutj’ to expofe to you our genuine thoughts and reflexions on rhis 
Important fubjc(Jt, and earneftly to requeft your full and clear fentiments and dire£lions for our future 
guidance.

IS. Fafts we fliall always lay before you as they are ; dedu(?Vions from thofe fa<̂ s being matter of 
Opinion, we hope we lhall be pardoned if at any time we err. The Nabob is moft certainly apprehen- 
five to the greatefl degree (or afl'efts being fo), that fooner or later fome pretence will be found to 
feizc the Carnatick, and eftablifli fuch a fyftem as has been introduced in Bengal; on this account, if 
for no other, he feems earneftly defirous of difcharglng the debt he owes the Company, that he might 
then, with better grace, defire that all his forts might be put into his own hands ; and fliould a fortu
nate interval of peace, or any fecret refources, which we know not of, put it in his power to annihilate 
his debt, we have no doubt but he would infift that you fliould no longer keep up the 10 battalions of 
Sepoys on his account, that your troops fliould evacuate all his forts, and retire into the jtghire and 
your own poffcfTions, preferving neverthelefs the alliance in all other relpe(Ss, We fear the day is 
diflant that may give him an opportunity to make fuch a propofition on fuch grounds ; ’tis good 
i)evcrthel«fs to be prepared; and we therefori beg leave to offer this fubjeft to your confideratinii, and 
to requeft your orders thereon. The 8th paragraph of your commands of the 24th December 176̂  
leads ui in part to your ideas on this fubjeft, but docs not reach to the cafe here fuggefted.

13. Mr. Barnard is ftill employed in fur\ eying the JaghireLands, and hath made confidcrable progrefs ; 
but much remains ftill to be done, and the work advances but flowlv. He hath often reprefented the 
lielays and imjjediments he meets with, from the backwardncfs ot' the Managers and Chiefs of the 
d;ftn̂ ls in giving him the neceffary afUflance; the Nabob has been frequently requeftpd to ilVue his 
ciders that Mr. Barnard may have ail proper helps, and he hath promifed to do fo, but without much 
cffeft. When this furvey fliall be completed, we hope to acquire a more accurate knowledge of the 
vaiue of thefe lands than hath hitherto been pradicable. UjX)n fuch information as we have been 
able to obtain, we have no caufe to differ fj-oui the reprefentations that have becu made to you at vari-

S ■I'’ ous
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ous time*, in the general advices from hence, touching the vulue of thcfe dillriiJts ( aiui we are of 
opinion, that if the Nabob continues to pay the full rents at which lie hath fiirmed them, he muft either 
opprcfs the inhabitants, or make good the deiiciency out of his other rev enues. Indeed wc are forry to fay, 
that the iippreheulious your Honours cxprefled in your comnwnds of the j6th April 1765, paragraph
30, have but too much foundation ; and we def})air of feeing this valuable part ot your poflcilions in a 
more flourifljinfj condition than any other part of the Carnatuk, whilft it remains under the Nabob’s 
management : it is not in teafon to fappole that he would cntoui'age the inhabitants of your lands, to 
the prejudice of thole which he confiders as his own ; but it is certain, that if no other encouragement 
were given, than merely not to exa<ft more than the jull proixjrtion due to the (Jircar, ibut alone would 
put the inhabitants in a liir better condition than thofe of any other jwrt of the Camatick: common 
policy therefore would oppofe fuch a preference, efpecially when immediate inteieft fo plainly con
curs. The experience we have lately had of the intradable difpofition of the Nabob’* Arauldars, gave 
ws great caufe to wifli we had not paned with the power over thefe diftrids. When the enemy lately 
entered the Carnatick, we tbrefaw that the Jaghire, as well as other parts, might be expofed to their ra
vage*, and that Madras might be diflrefled for provifion ; we therefore requetled the Nabob, in the moll 
prefling manner, to iftue pofitive orders to the Amuldars to lay in as much as poflible of the grain, pro- 
vifions, and prodû ion of the country of every kind, into the forts of Chingleput and Poonamafleê  
and to ufe aJl poiTible means of conveying a good ftore to Madras. We muft oo the Nabob the juftic« 
to fay he did repeatedly ilTue his orders, and we believe w'ith a delire of having them obeyed ; yet thp 
effects were far Ihort of our expeftation, of which it would be eudlefs to relate the particulars. The 
term granted to the Nabob, in the name of Vincatachellum, for the farm of the Jaghire and Poona- 
mallee, will expire in July 1771; it refts with your Honours to determine whether they fliall again be put 
under the Nabob’s management if he ihould ehufe it, or be let to other renters, or be managed by 
Amuldars. There is no doubt bift that the Nabob will offer a much higher rent than any other perfon j. 
the reafons and the eonfequences have been explained: and as your Honours are now furnilhed with 
all the lights we can at prrfent give on this fubjeA, it only remains that we re'̂ ueft you will be pleafed̂  
before the expiration oi the term, to fignify to usyourpleafure on this fubjefl.

14. In onrConfultation ofthe 17th April it is noted, that the Nabob’s account currcnt was laid 
before the Board, and the Accomptant ordered to make it up in future to the end of April, that it may 
correfpond with the general books; agreeable tliereto, his account comes a number in the packet; we 
are lorry to find the balance in your favour fclarge as Pagodas 1,̂ 40,373,: 12 ; 62*

I The charges incurred in the late war ftand feparately in your books under the head of War with 
Hyder Ally. We intended to have fent by this difpatch a complete ftatemcnt of this account, but the 
fuddeu death of Mr. Raitt the Paymaiter, without completing his camp dilburfements, and the uncer
tainty of arrears due to prifoners, will not permit us to aicertaiu the whole charge at one view, though we 
think it cannot be lefs than 14} Lacks of̂ Pagodas..

16. In our feveral conferences with the Nabob, finee the eondufion of the war, this account hath 
often been the fubĵ dl of much contell, and much conccrn, both to him and to us; and the 
refult hath always been an earneft retjueft onhis part, that we would refer the conlideration of thi* 
fubje£l to your Honours, and wait your orders thereon; which we have confented to the more readilŷ  
becaufe we may receive yourdireaions long, very long, we fear, before the balance due on his par
ticular account, referred to in the preceding article, can poffibly be cleared off, and bccaufc thefe arc 
«ircumllances which deferve coofidcration.

17. four Honours have, from the beginning to this time, been very minutely informed'of the remote 
and immediate caffes, the incidents and progrefs of the war; and having thus every material before 
you, we fliould pref ime too much were we to offer our fentiments how far your poffelTions and how far 
the Nabob’s were interefted ; the decifion of that point muft refl wholly on yout ju^ment. 
Upon one circuxnftaiice however we bee leave to make fome remarks. After the j>cace with the 
Subah in the beginning of 1766, and his feparation from Hyder Ally, when it was judged ex
pedient to canr the war into the l̂aghaut, the Nabob, in conlideration that all the country which 
might be fubjeaed in that expedition, Ihould be put under his management, and upon other motives, 
which appear in his agreement undertook to bear all the charges of the war. This agreement 
takca fimply would certainly fubjeft him to the whole; but when tne unfortunate turn of the war,

Confulution, iith April i j 68^
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the diHrefll-d and ruinated ftatc of the Carnatick, the immenfe load of debt which the Nabob hibour# 
under, are all confidercd, wc reft in doubt. Should your Honours upon the whole determine that the 
Carnatickniall m a k e  good all the expenfcs incurred, it fliallbc our parjto conform ourfelves to your 
pleafure ; butfliould it appear equitable to you that any part (houldfallon the Company, it would then 
remain to afcertain that part; and if it fliould appear to you, that the rifles were proportionate to the 
poffeffions, it feemsa njtuwl confequcnce, that the charges fliould be fo likewife. The mean value of 
your late acquifitions, tl»at is to fay, the Circars and Jaghirc, may beeftimated from 35 to 40 Lacks of 
Rupees; the Nabob’s revenues wc can only guefs at; we judge they may amount to between 70 and 
80 Lacks of Rupees; but this is not foun^ oft any proof, nor can we obtain any accurate account 
o f  them.

18. Whilfl thefe matters were under deliberation with the Nabob, he addrefled a letter to the Prefidcnt, 
dcfiring that he might have a copy of his accounts from the beginning of his connexion with the Com
pany to this time. As he has had from time to time general ftatements, or accounts-purrent, to which 
he never Jjcfore objedled, an application now for the account particulars, foralraoft twenty years back, 
feems to imply new doubts and diftruft : however, as he has a right to be fatisfied, and there can be 
no objeftion to his having the particulars but the trouble of copying them, he was informed, that as 
fuch a work would be very voluminous, we could not fpare hancre immediately for fuch a purnofe ; but 
that if he was delirous of infpe<aing the accounts, or even of taking copies, the books fliould' be laid 
before him : they have, according to his defire, been fent to him.

jS . Since writing the foregoing, the Nabob has within thefe few days returned an anfwer to the 
Pi«fident’B letter of fJ»e 17th April, mentioned in the 7th paragraph ot this addrefs. Time will not 
admit of our making any remarks thereon; indeed it is the lefs necefliiry, as, from what we have herein 
before laid,, your Honours will have a very clear idea of our fituation with relpedl to the Nabob.

We are,

H o n o w r a b l e ,

Fort St. George,. your faithful humble Servants,
27th June, 1.763,

Ch». Bonrchier 
Jof. Du Pro 
John Call 
John Andrews 
Sami. Ardley 
J. L. Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
C-eo. Dawfon 
]«*. Bourchier 
John Whitehill.

EjtiraH e/  Letter from the Court o f DireHors ttr the Commi îonerSy dated March^ *7 7 0 »

30. IT is with the utmoft concern that we read the advices of our late Governor and Council of Fort 
St. George relatlwc to the Nabob of Arcot. We allow their fentiments on the aitical fituation of his
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creafcd the Nabob*; debts, and heightened his diftreffes to fo great a degree, that it is l)Ccome neceifar)' 
in their opinion, by fome means or other, to become poHeiicd of fuch a mode or meafure of power 
over the Nabob’s revenues,, which, though it might jicrhaps operate immediately in favour of his 
•creditors, confideied fimply as fuch, could fcarce fail alfo of being protiiiftive of events, which micht 
illue m the total annihilation of all our intereft and.influence in tlw Carnatick.

31. When we reflea on the long experience we have had of Mahomed Ally’s faithful attachment to 
the Englifli Company, wc are furprized at the idea entertained by the Governor and Council in 
their letters of the 8th March and a7th June 1769, to reduce him to a mere nominal Nubob. ’

* 3 -'» The



. A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Saturday, 27 th July, 1 7 7 1.

• P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquirc, Governor, Prefidcnt.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prefidcnt informs the Committee, that, in confequence o f the refolution 
taken at the laft Committee, the 24th inftant, viz. That the negotiation with 
Tanjore, or, negotiation propofed by the Nabob, be left to his management, under 
the fupport o f the Company ; he, the Prefident, did on the 25th inftant fend for 
the Tanjore Vackeel, and after a proper introdudlory difcourfe, fecting before him 
the ftcadinefs with which the Company had on their part maintained their guaranty 
o f  the Treaty o f 1762, their refolution to have preferved the fam e'condud, and 
the friendly advice that had often been given to his Matter, informed him, that 
as much as the Company have wiflied to preferve peace and tranquillity, and to 
maintain the friendftiip which was eftabiilned by the Treaty o f 1762, they were 
equally determined to preferve their honour and dignity, and to fuflfcr no infrac
tion with impunity. That his Mailer’s condudt had been fo very exceptionable, 
that we could no longer look on it with indifference, and were determined to fup- 
port the Nabob in all his ju j l  pretenfions on the Rajah. That as thefe matters 
were the immediate concern of the Nabob, he, the Prefident, advifed him to 
wait on the Nabob immediately, if his Matter wjfhed to avoid the necelTary confe-

32. The fanfHon of the Treaty of Paris, by which Treaty public fiiith became the guarantee of 
the Nabob’s title, will be of little ufe to him, if notoriouj infringements of the right* and power* 
-ufually inherent in, and dependent on fuch title, fliould be by us countenanced and permitted to take 
place.

33. The vaft fum» which the Nabob owes the Company, and the diftant and uncertain profpeft of 
p;iyment, while the Nabob’s revenues are wholly in his own hands, and under his own management, 
are the reafons urged for adopting a new plan, or making fome material alterations in our prefent 
fyftem of policy with the Nabob ; but as we conceive it will be extremely difficult to make an expe
riment of this kind, (and of the utility of the fcheme we can only judge b}’ eẑ riment) without 
making fuch difcovery of our intentions as would probably utterly dellroy all the Nabob’s confidence 
in us, which feems but too much weakened already, and alfo naturally tend to confirm the fufpicioo* 
of all fuch Country Powers who may have received unfavourable impreflions concerning us from the 
traniiuitionB at Bengal, we cannot think it prudent, or ourfelves by any means warranted, again to 
Alarm the inhabitant* of India by attempts of this nature ; more efpecially a* perhap* we might thereby 
invol̂ re ourfelve* in the very difagreeable neceflity of anfwering at fome future period for the infrac
tion of a puKic treaty, and the confequence* thereof.

Aad we further requeft, that you embrace every opportunity, and ufe all means in your power, to 
remove any prejudice* he may have imbibed to our diladvantage, and to convince him of the fincerity 
of our friendlhip for his perfon and family : in doing this, you will not fail to affure him in our name, 
that we cordially fympathize with him in his prefent unhappy circumftance*, that we will contribute 
■II in ovir power to prote& the Caniatick, fecure to him, as tar as we may projjcrly do it, all needful 
confeciuence in the eyes of Country Power*, maintain inviolably our faith with him, and that we re- 
pofe the higheft confidence in his honour for fulfilling all his engagements with the Company, fo foon, 
juid by fucn reafonable payment*, a* the exigencies of iiis affairs, and an economical tnanagcmcm of 
liis £nJace*, may poi&bly eoî lc him to pcrtorm.
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qtJence of his late condiift. ‘t h e  Vackeel feem td  much alarmed^ fa id  his M ajler had, 
in his letter to the Prefidint^ referred the differences between him and the Nabob to the Com~ 
fa r^ , and w ijh ed  w e would take upon us to mediate between them. T h e  Prcfident 
however repeating his advice, that he fliould go  to the Nabob, he faid he would, 
and then withdrew; but fome time after dcfired another audience, liaving fome- 
thing material to communicate. Being admitted, he begged that he might be 
permitted freely to difclofe fome matters relative to this fubjed:, which affcded it 
eflcntially, and which it might be material for him, the Prefidenf, to know j and 
defired what he fhOuld fay might be kept inviolably fecret. H e then faid, that he 
was much alarmed at being defired to go to the Nabob, as fuch a reference feemed 
to imply an opinion or declaration that the Company’s guaranty o f the Treaty o f 
1762 was at an. end j for which reafon he thought it neceflary to mention what had 
come to his knowledge ,  that fome o f the Nabob’s principal courtiers, Vencatrow, 
the Cajancey or Treafurer, Auflem Kh^n, the Dewan, Mootevar Khan, See. had 
declared that the Englifh had formed the defign o f taking Tanjorc fort and coun
try for tb.;mfelves; that they, the Englifli, were a bad people; but that the 
Nabob would by no means confent thereto, and would ul'e his endeavours to pre
vent it. That he, the Vackecl, had immediately fent this intelligence to his Matter,

’ -who, in anfwer thereto, told him, that he did not give any credit to the declara
tions of the Nabob’s .courticrs ; and as a p roo f that he did not, he w as ready and wil~ 
Ung to fettle  terms o f  accommodation, under the guaranty o f  the E n glip , on -whofe fa ith  
and promife he would r e ly ; but that he would never tru fi the Nabob w ithout the fecu rity  
e f  the Englifh j as well knew the Nabob’s intentions were to accommodate matters 
for the prefent; but that he had bad intentions, whenever an opportunity fhould 
offer in future. H e added, that the following information he had from the iVla- 
ratta Vackeel himfclf, Madarow Sadafive, viz.— T hat the Nabob had within ten 
days patt, or thereabouts, fent for him, Madarow Sadafive, and told him a 
great deal o f ‘the conduft o f thd. Rajah o f Tanjorc, which he reprefented to be 
very bad and injurious tĉ  him,*the Nabob. T o  which the Maratta Vackeel re
plied, that the Rajah’ŝ  conduct Jid not appear to him altogether fuch as it was 
reprelented ; but that. If it were agreeable to the Nabob, he would write to the 
Rajah, in’ order to bring about an accommodation. That the Nabob replied, it 
was neceflary he fliould firft propofe it to the Goveriior, and have his confent; 
becaufe, as the Englifh were guarantees o f the Treaty o f 176?.,, they would take 
otfence if any accommodation fhould take place without their concurrencc. That 
the matter refled here for fome days; when the Maratt?i Vackeel, prcfiing the 
Nabob to come to fome refolution whether he, the Vackeel, fhould write to the 
Rajah or not; the Nabob told him, that he had mentioned it to the Governor, who 
did not approve o f i t ; and the reafon the Nabob afTigned for the Governor’s ob
jection was, that if an accommodation fhould be brought about, by the means 
o f  the Marat^, he, the Governor, w ould g e t  nothing by it himfelji, I 'o  all which the 
Prefident replied, that he conld not at this time enter into an explanation o f 
thefe fubjefts, ind could only repeat his. recommendation to the Vackeel to wait 
upon the Nabob without delay.

‘t h e  Prefident adds, that he has had information o f  th e declaration, o f  tH Nabob's cour^ 
tiers, touching the defigns o f  the EngUJh upon ^tanjore, through am iher channel and be
fo r e  ih f confcrence above-mentioned w ith  the Tanjore Fackcel.
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The Prefident defines that it may be remarked, that the Nabob imputes the 
reluftance o f the Committee to throw the negotiation, or rather mediation, into the 
hands o f  the Maratta Vackeel to the Prefident’s perfonai objeftion, viz. That h e  
Jh ou ld get nothing by it. Thefe injuries we muft be content to bear; the fame motives, 
may be, and probably are imputed to every meafure in which we differ from the 
N ab o b : they are the more cruel, becaufe they arc not ca|>ablc of refutation by 
p ro o f; for what proof can ever be brought of fuch a negative ?

T h e Prefident further informs the Committee, that the next day, being yefler- 
day, he waited on the Nabob, informed him o f what he had faid to ^ e  Tanjore 
Vackeel, o f his advifing him to wait on him, the Nabob, and o f his, the Vackeel’s,, 
promife to do fo ; and added, that having now done all that he could for the 
prefent, confiftently with the plan propofea, what remained refted wholly on him, 
the N a b o b : that he begged leave however ta repeat and enforce the obfervar 
tions he before made in the courfe of their deliberations, viz. that the feafon was 
now far advanced \ that it feemed probable the Rajah <̂rould ufd delays, proerar 
Ainations, and evafions, in order to wafte time, until the approach o f  the rains 
Ihall put it out o f our power to ufe military compulfion; that to prevdit the 
effe<ft o f  fuch a defign, it feemed neceflary to prefs the Rajah to an immediate 
conclufion : the Nabob faid that he was perfeflLy o f the fame opinion, ind that 
he would prefs matters forward as much as polHble.

Jof. Du Prc 
Warren Haftinga 
Sam'. Ardley^

•

A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Monday, 29th July, 17 7 1,

P  R  E  S E  js r  t /  ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

W arren Haftings Samuel Ardley»

T H E  Prefident informs the Committee, that yefterday morning the Nabob’s 
tliree fons called upon him at the Garden-Houfe. The eldeft informed him, that 
he was commanded by his father to communicate as follows, viz. T hat the T an - 
jore Vackcei had been with h im : that, without reciting all that had palTed, the 
N abob made feveral demands, which he mentioned, and, to the beft o f the Prcfi- 
dent’s recolJeftionj were as follow s: ^

ift . T h at arrears o f  Pelhculh ihould be paid with interefti as the N abob 
had aHlgned it to his creditors.

2d. That* whatever bad been t^en from the Marawar fhould be ghren up to the 
Nabob.
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qwence of his late conrduft. The Vackeel feem ed  much alarmed^ /aid his M ajier had, 
in his letter to the Preftdent, referred  the differences between him and the Nabob to the Cottp- 
pany, and tvijhed w e  would take upon us to mediate between them. T he Prefident 
however repeating his advice, that he fliould go to the Nabob, he faid he would, 
and then withdrew ; but fomc time after defired another audience, having fome- 
thing rnaterial to comnnrunicate. Being admitted, he begged that he might be 
permitted freely to difclofe fome matters relative to this fubjedt, wh-ich aifedied it 
clTentialiy, and which it might be material for him, the Prefident, to know j and 
defired what he fliould fay might be kept inviolably fecret. H e then fatd, that he 
was much alarmed at being defired to go to the Nabob, as fuch a reference feemed 
to imply an opinion or declaration that the Company’s guaranty o f the Treaty o f 
1762 was at an end; for which reafon he thought it neceflary to mention what had 
come to his knowledge; that fome o f the Nabob’s principal courtiers, Vcncatrow, 
the Cajancey or Treafurcr, Auflem Khan, the Dewan, Mootevar Khfin, &c, had 
declfircd that tlie Englifh had formed the defign of taking TaTijorc fort and coun
try for thcnifelves; that they, .th^ Englifli, were a bad people; but that the 
Nabob would by no means confent thereto, and would ufe his endeavours to pre
vent it. That he, the Vackeel, had immediately fent this intelligence to his Matter, 
who, in anfwer thereto, told him, that he did not give any credit to the dcclara'- 
tions of the Nabob’s courtiers; and as a p roo f that h e did not, he w as ready and w i l
ling to fe ttle  terms o f  accommodation, under the guaranty o f  the E nglip , on xvhofe fa ith  
and promife he wouU re ly ; but that he would never trufl the Nabob w ithout the fecu rity  
o f the EngUJb; ashevitW  knew the Nabob’s intentions were to accommodate matters 
for the prefent; but that he had bad intentions, whenever an opportunity ftould 
offer in future. H e added, that the following information he had from the M a- 
ratta Vackeel Irimfelf, Madarow Sadafive, viz.— T hat the Nabob had within ten 
days paft, ‘ or thereabouts, fent foe, him, Madar<j)v Sadafive, *and told him a 
great deal of the conduft of the Rajah o f Tanjore, which he reprefented tio be 
very bad and injurious to him, the Nabob. T o  which the Maratta Vackeel re
plied, that the Rajah’s conduft did not appear to him altogether fuch as it was 
reprelented ; but that, if it were agreeable to the Nabob, he would write to the 
Rajah, in order to bring about an accommodation. That the Nabob replied, it 
was neceffary he fhould firft propofe it to the Govetnor, and. have his conlent; 
becaufe, as the Englifh were guarantees o f the Treaty o f 1762, they would take • 
oflijnce if any accommodation fliould take place with<^it their concurrence. That 
the matter refted here for fomc days; when the Maratta Vackeel, prefling the 
Nabob to come to fome refolution whether he, the Vackeel, fliould write to the 
Rajah or not •» the Nabob told him, that he had mentioned it to the Governor, who 
did not approve o f i t ; and the reafon the Nabob afllgned for the Governor’s ob- 
jedion was, that if  an accommodation fliould be brought about, by the means 
o f  the Maratta, he, the Governor, w ould g e t  nothing by it  himfelf. T o  all which the 
Prefident /eplied, that he conld not at this time enter into an explanation o f  
thefe fubjefts, and could only repeat his recommendation to the Vackcel to wait 
upon the Nabob without delay.

The Preftdent adds, that he has had information o f  th e declaration o f  th e  NdboVs cour^ 
tiers, touching the defigns o f  the Englifh upon Tanjore, through another channel^ and be
fo r e  the conference dbovi-mentioned wUb the Tanjore Vackeel
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T he Prcfident defires that it may be remarked, that the Nabob' imputes the 
reluftance of'the Committee to throw the negotiation, or rather mediation, into the- 
hands o f  the Maratta Vackeel to the Prefident’s pcrfonal objedlion, viz. That h e  
Jh ou ld g et nothing by it. Thefe injuries we muft be content to bear; the fame motives- 
may be, and probably are imputed to every meafurc in which we differ jfrom the 
Nabob : they are the more cruel, becaufe they are not capable of refutation by" 
p ro o f; for what proof can ever be brought of fuch. a negative ?

T h e  Prefident further informs the Committee, that the next day, befng yeffer- 
day, he waited on the Nabob, informed him o f what he had faid to the Tanjore 
Vackeel, o f his advifing him to wait on him, the Nabob, and o f his, the Vackeel’s,. 
promife to do fo ; and added, that having now done all that he could for the 
prefent, confidently with the plan propofed, what remained refted wholly on him, 
the Nabob : that he begged leave however to repeat and enforce the obferva- 
tions he before made in the courfe o f their deliberations, viz. that the feafon was 
now far advanced ; that it feemed probable the Rajah would ufe delays, procra- 
ftinations, and evafions, in order to wafte time, until the approach o f  the rains 
fhall put it out o f our power to ufe m'ilitary compulfion ; that to' pl-event the 
effeft o f fuch a defign, it feemed neceffary to prefs the Rajah to an immediate 
conclufion : the Nabob faid that he was perfedtly o f the l ^ e  opinion, 'and that 
he would prefs matters forward as much as poffible*

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Hading* 
Sam^ Ardley..

« * •

A T  A  S E L E C T  * C O M M I T ' f . E E ,  Monday* 29th July, i i ’p *

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

W arren Haftings Samuel Ardley^

•
T H E  Prefident informs the Committee, that ycfterday morning the N abobs 

three fons called upon him at the Garden-Houfe. The eldefl; informed him, that 
he was com iynded •bjr his father to communicate as follows, viz. That the T an 
j o r e  Vackeel had been with him ̂  tjiat, without reciting all that had palTcd, the 
Nabob made feveral demands, which he mentioned, and, to the beft of the Prefi- 
dent’s rccolledtion, were as -follows-:

ift. That the arrears o f Peihculh fliould be paid with intereft, aS the N abob 
bad afligned it to his creditors.

ad. That whatever had been taken from the Marawar fhould be given up to th« 
Kabob.

;i • 3d. T hat
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3d. That a fum fliould be paid to the Nabob, as an indemnification for the 
charges he had been put to in military preparation to do himfelf juftice.

4th. That the Rajah fhall give no aid or alTiftance o f any kind to the enemies 
o f the Circar.

5th. That whenever the Circar lhall be involved in war or trouble, the Rajah 
fliail, upon requifition, fend a quota o f troops to join and afllft the Circar.

That to thefe demands the Vackeel replied, he had no power to fettle ihrfe mat
ters, but that he would write to his Matter. Being afked how long it would be be- 
fore he expe£ted to receive an anfwer, he replied, in about j 5 or ao days.

T h a t  t h e  Nabob thereupon recollefted what the Prefident had urged at the laft 
conference concerning the Rajah’s delays, and being convinced that nothing but a 
wafte o f time would be the event o f a negotiation here with the Vackeel, thought 
more fpirited meafures might be neceflary immediately to fupport a negotiation to 
be opened at Trichinopoly, to which place he propofed to fend a proper perfon j to 
which he, the Prefident, replied, that he would wait on the Nabob in the evening to 
deliberate further on meafures.

That accordingly he did wait on the Nabob in the evening, who having related 
the fubftance of what is herein before inferred, added, that he purpofed to fend his 
eldeft Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchauder, to Trichinopoly, there to conduft the nego
tiation, and his fecond Son, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, to have charge o f fupply- 
ing the army with provifions. That he thought it would be neceflary n o w  to 
put on the appearance of a determined refolution to ufe military compulfion, i f  an 
immediate compliance and fubmifTion to the terms demanded be not made.

T hat he, the Prefident, alTured the Nabob, that every meafure fliould be im
mediately taken to give him the moft effV-dtual fupport; and as it might be 
neceflary that the army fliould take the field, he denred the Nabob would give 
the necefliary orders that the army might be effedlually fupplied with provifions : 
to which the Nabob replied, that we might rely on him, and that he wifhed the 
control, management, and direction o f the Buzar might be entirely left to him i 
adding, that he did not propofe it on iccount o f the duties he fliould receive 
froHi it, for he would very willingly give the amount o f them, whatever it might 
be, to the Commanding Oflicer: to which he, the Prefident, replied, that the 
Nabob’s geii'^rofity was well known to all the world j that whatever lie thought 
proper on that occafion muft be an aft of his own free will and pleafure, a«d 
that the direftion and control o f the Buzar would be left entirely to him.

A ll which the Committee approve.

A g r e e d ,  that a report be made this day to the Board of the prefent ftate and 
circumftances of affairs between the Nabob, the Rajah, &c. with the opinion o f

S X  this
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this C om m ittee, as to  th e  m cafures taken and to be taken ; that w hatever be 
done in this im portant bufinefs, be done w ith the full concurrence o f  the B oard .

Jof. Dn Pre 
Warren Hallings 
Sam^ Ardley.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. Geo '̂ge  ̂ in their M ilitary
Department^ Monday, i^ th  Ju ly , 177 1.

P R E S E N T ,
Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel A rdlej
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke ----- -------------------
John Whicehill George Mackay.

T H E  Selefl Committee communicate to the Board the fubftance o f the con
ferences the Prefident had with the Nabob on the azd, 23d, 26th, and 28th inftant, 
as related in their minutes of 24th and 27th inftant and this day; by which it 
appears that the Nabob feems inclined to fettle the difputes with Tanjore by nego
tiation, but is defirous that the foie management ftiould be left to him, without 
the intervention o f the Board or Committee, otherwife than by aflording him the 
neceflary countenance and fupport in bringing the Rajah to terms. That in confc- 
quence thereof the Tanjore Vackeel had, at the dcfire o f the Prefident, waited on the 
Nabob, when it appeared that he was not furniflied with inftruftions or powers 
for fettling the differences; that it would be necclTary for him to write to his Mafter, 
and that an anfwer could not be procured in Icfs than twelve or fifteen days; from 
which it appeared evident that the Rajah only meant by delays and excufes to 
|irocraftinate until the Monfoon fhould fet in, when it would be impoffible to a<5l  
againft him ; that the Nabob faw the condud o f the Rajah in the fame iight, and 
therefore thought it expedient that every thing Ihould be immediately got in 
readinefs to enforce the Nabob’s demands. And that no time mi^ht be loft, the 
Nabob propofed that his elded Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah, fhould immediately fet 
out for Trichinopoly, and that he fliould have full inftruflions and powers for 
fettling and concluding all matters; that his fccond Son, Mader-ul-Mulk, Ihould 
alfo proceed to Trichinopoly, to whom it fhould be left to fupply the army, and 
to fuperintend and manage the Buzar, which the Nabob particularly defired might 
be left entirely to him, and he would be careful that the troops Ihould be amply 
furnifhfd with all neceffaries.

T he Board having taken the foregoing into confideration, together with the 
rcafons fet forth by the Committee in their minutes o f 24th inftant* for leaving the 
negotiation wholly to the Nabob, are of opinion, that, all circumftances confidered, 
the plan recommended is the moft eligible; It is therefore rcfolvcd, that nieafures 
be immediately taken for carrying the fame into execution ; for which purpofe the 
feveral returns o f the troops being laid before the Board, the following difpofition 
o f  them is n vw m ade; and ordered that the neceffary inftrudtions be difpatcned for 
their being put in motion as foon as pofTible.

D I S P O S I T I O N
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D I S P O S I T I O N  O F  T H E  T R O O P S .  

a r t i l l e r y .
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By General Smith’s calculation required —  
Already at Trichinopoly, per return o f June 
T o  go from Vcllour —  “
T o  go from Madras —  —

Rank and File* 
3 0 0

l O I

20
1 3 0

-------- 2 5 1

Deficient

I N F A N T R Y .

By General Smith’s calculation required —  —
Already at Trichinopoly, per return o f June —
1  o go from Vellour —  —  —
Tx> go from Madras —  —■ ------

T o  go from Poonamallec, the Grenadier Company

8 4 4

*5 °

1 144
70

1 2 0 0

I 2 1 4

Overplus —  14

S E P O Y S .
By General Smith’s calculation required Eight Battalions

Already at Trichinopoly, per return o f June, 4 battalions, 4017 
T o  go from Conjeveram, Cooke’s, —  1 ditto 1019
T o  go from Madura, Kelly’s, — — i ditto 1000
T o  go from Vellour, Bail!ic’s —  i ditto 1000

6000

Rattalion<»
Deficient

7
I

7036

Overplus ■—  1036

T o  be ordered from Ongole to Vcllour, Three Companies o f Sepoys.
from Poonamallee to Madras, Three ditto o f  Infantry.
from Cuddalore to General Smith, Captain Kirker’s Troop o f Cavalry.

There wil! then remain Artillery. Infantry. Sepoys.
A t  Veliour and Amboor, ’ 32 i6 a  i bat. 3 companies.
At Madras, —  - 50 250 2 bat.
A t Ongole —  —  —  —  y companies.
A t Poonamallee, __ __ i  company, and about 2co rccruits.

PvEsoLvED, That the ftores to be fent from hence to Vellour be put under the cfcort 
o f  the troops ordered to prpcecd to Trichinopoly ; that the detachment from hcncc 
be joined by the grenadier company from Poonamallee, at Chingleput by Captain 
Cook’s battalion at Carangoly, and by the Vcllour detachmcnt at Volconda.
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The Board taking into^onfideration the expcdicncy of ordering the corps o f En
gineers to camp, are o f opinion that it is unneccfTary, until we fee what turn the 
negotiation is likely to tak e; in the mean time it is refolved, that only Captain 
Monu'cfor with two fubalterns do join the army.

A g r e e d , T hat M r. Cafamajor be appointed Conimiflary, and Mr. Petrie Pay- 
mafter to the arm y; and it being proper that one o f the Chaplains ftiould attend 
the troops in the field, it is agreed that the offer be made to Mr, Thomas, as 
fenior Chaplain.

ExtraEt o f  Proceedings o f  the Prvjident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department, 30/A Ju ly, 17 7 1.

W R O T E  the following letter to General Smith.

To Brigadier-General Jo fep h  Smithy ConmaHding Officer o f  the ‘Troops on the Coaji.
*

S I R ,

W  E  need not fay that it has been our earneft wi(h to be enabled to take 
fome decifivc meafures in refpeft to the Rajah o fT an jo re; to explain the 
difficulties that have occurred, and the reafons for the refolutions now taken, would 
be of little ufej thus it ftands at prefent: The Nabob has determined to accept 
o f  terms from the Rajah j but as his VackeeJs are not empowered to conclude, 
and fo much time muft necelTarily be wafted if a negotiation were to be carried 
on with Tanjore at this diftnnce; more efpecially as the Rajah will doubtlefs ufe all 
foflible delays, in order to protraft the time until the feafon ftiall be too far advan
ced for a military expedition-, the Nabob hath therefore refolved to fend his eldcft 
Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr, to Trichinopoly, to demand certain concc/fions 
and fubmiflions of the Rajah. But as it is highly probable that the Rajah will never 
comply with fuch terms as (hall be deemed fafe, honourable, and fufficient, unlefs 
compelled thereto by aftual force, or the real belief o f our refolution to ufe fuch ; we 
have therefore, upon the Nabob’s declaration of his intention, come to the immediate 
andftrongrefolution to take every meafure in ourpower to enableyou toproceedagainft 
Tanjore.fhouldtheRajah refufe or delay to fubmit tofueh reafonable conditions asfhall 
be demanded. T o  this end we have ordered the artillery and ftores, mentioned in the 
accompanying lift, to be immediately difpatched to you from hence, and a further 
quantity, mentioned in another lift enclofed, to be fSrwarded to you from Vellour ; 
and thefc will be cfcorted by detachments o f troops from hence and Vellour, men
tioned in the enclofed difpofition, which are ordered to join you, and will proceed 
without delay : in the mean time we defire you will make all the preparation in 
your power for taking the field as foon, or before the faid detachments (hall lAve 
joined, if  you find it neceirary •, and we recommend to you, if you fee no capital ob- 
jedion, after leaving in Trichinopoly fuch a garrifon as you ftiall think fit, to draw 
together the reft and encamp on the plain, that you may be ready to move as occa- 
fion may require.

Tlie
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T he Nabob has undertaken to fupply the army with provifion, and to appoint 
proper pcrfons to manage dired and fuperintend the Buzar, and has afligned this 
department to his fecond Son, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder; and we reft on his 
aflurances that £uch meafures lhall be taken as lhall enfure plenty..

W e lhall immediately appoint a Commiflary aijd Paymafter to accompany the 
army.

As it will be neceflary that a Brigade Major be appointed, if  the army take the- 
field, we defire you will recommend a proper perfon lor that employ.

W e now order the Storekeeper at Trlchinopoly to jjrenare as many Doolies as may 
be neccflary, in cafe the army fhould take the field *, thcle are to be under the charge 
©f the Surgeons; and you will be plcafed to inform us what other regulation you. 
think may be neceflary pn this fubjedt, and moft conducive to tlie good o f the 
fcrvice.

Orders have been ilTued for the feveral detachments, mentioned in the enclofed 
difpnfition o f the troô ŝ, to march ; except Captain Kelly’s batulion o f Sepoys at 
Madura, regarding which you will be plcaled to give the neceflary diredtions.

The Nabob has promifed to order three battalions o f  his Sepoys, witli the 
cavalry under Captains Matthews and Rumley, to join you.

W e  are, S I R ,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervant^,

30th July, 1771. JO SIAS D U  PR E , & c. Council*

ExtraR o f  proceedings o f  the Prefident .and Council a t Fort St. G eorgey in their Military)
Dtpartment^ \th Auguft^ 7̂ 7 *̂

T H E  following letter was this day wrote to General Smith, to go by the 
N abob’s eldeft Son.

To Brigadier-General Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the 'troops on the Coajt,

S I R ,

.IN our letter to yen o f the joth  July, we mentioned to you in general term*, 
the reinforcements and ftores we were lending to you, and tlieir objedts; it is necc/Tary 
BOW that we Inould be more explicit.

Tiiat the Rajah of Tanjore may not avail himfelf o f procraflinations, until the 
feafon flball be lo far advanced as to render it imnradicable to compcl or reduce 
him by military operations, before the rain*, to the terms and conditions that lhall. 
be thought fafe and proper, the Nabob W aulau Jau has determined to depute

8  Y  • his

A P P E N D I X .  .N o . X X II. 723



his cldcfl; Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr, to aflcrt his claims on the Rajah, and 
has inverted him folely with full power to negotiate and finally to conclude; and 
he will proceed immediately for that purpofc to join the army under your com
mand. This meafure is the more necefl'ar}% becaufe it is o f the laft importance 
that the matters in queftion relative to Tanjorc be fully and firmly determmed be
fore'the fetting in o f the rains. »It is irnpoflible now to afcertain what particular 
circumftances may arife with fuch precifion, as to give full and ample inftrudtions 
conccrning the fame; and as fo much time might be loft in writing to us for in- 
ftruftions, and waiting for our anfwer, as might fruftrate our hopes o f happily ter
minating the bufinefs now in hand before the rains, it is therefore neceflary to 
inform you, that it is our determined refolution to fupport the intended negotiation 
ill the moft efFcftual manner, and to that end to ufe military compulfion with the 
Rajah, even to the reduftion and capture of his capital, i f  necefTary. And that 
no time may be loft, we do hereby empower you, whenever the Naboti’s Pleni
potentiary, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr, lhall fignify to .you the propriety and 
expediency thereof, to adt in the moft effedual manner to the attainment o f thefe 
«jnds ; either by merely marching towards Tanjore, without committing hoftilities, 
or in a hoftile manner to enter the territory o f Tanjore, to take and eftabliih pofts, 
and even to inveft and befiege and take the capital, without waiting for further 
orders from u s; and you will be pleafed to advifc us from time to time o f your 
proceedings.

It is proper alfo to inform you, that in order to fupply the army in the beflr 
manner poffible with provifion of every kind, the Nabob has appointed his fecond 
Son, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, invefted him with power, and committed this 
department to his charge and care; you will be pleafed therefore to addrefs yourfelf 
to him on whatever may occur relative thereto.

The Nabob has ordered fcveral detachments o f his own troops to join the 
army, and a6t under your command. As we have fupplied you from hence wifk 
artillery and ftorcs of every kind, it is needlefs to deilrc that you will caufe the 
Nabob’s troops to be fupplied out of the general ftores with whatever may be 
neceflary for the fervice; it is a matter of courfe, as the whole united will for' 
one army and for one fcrvice.

W e  are, S I R ,

fo rt St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervants,
4 *  Auguft, . 7 7 . .  j o g , ^ 3

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary
Department, ^th Augufl, 1771,

A D R A U G H T  o f a letter to the Rajah o f Tanjore, in anfwer to the one 
received from him, being laid before the Board, is approved of, and ordered to 
be communicated to the Nabob.

5 A T
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A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Saturday, lo th  A u g u ft, 1 771 .

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u  P re E fq u irc, G o\’crnor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prcfident informs the Committee, that he had communicatcd to the 
Nabob a tranllation of the letter propofcd to be wrote to the Rajah of Tanjore, 
approved in Confultation the 5th inftant.

That the Nabob approved the whole, except only the concluding paflage •, v i t : .

As the Company is guarantee o f the Treaty o f 1762, I am obliged to fupport
him therein upon which he remarked, that the exprcffion, “  T he Company 

“  is guarantee,”  appeared to him improper ; that it Ihould be w as, and not is, as 
the Trrary exifts no more. The alteration propofed by the Nabob is no otherwifc 
material, than as it is declaratory o f his fenfe and intention to annihilate entirely 
the Treaty o f 17^2, in order to free himfelf from the Company’s guaranty j for 
i f  the Company tvere  guarantee of the Treaty of 1762, they are obliged to fee fo 
much o f it performed as has not been done. When a rupture happens between 
States, all treaties between them prior to that rupture are thereby difannulled, or 
at leaft fufpended ; each party will endeavour to gain what advantage he can ; and 
upon a reftoration of peace, the former treaties may be reftored to the ftate 
they were in before the rupture, or others may be fubllituted.

The Prefident further informs the Committee, that in a converfation with the 
Nabob yefterday, the Nabob in confidence opened his mind more freely and clearly, 
u p o n  the f u b j e d t  of the prefent tranfadions relative to Tanjore, than he had ever 
done before. In times pad fuch confidential communications were not reduced to

I writing, but in thefe dangerous times it is necefTary that the grounds o f our refo- 
lutions appear ; and i f  the judgrhent formed thereon be wrong, it is fit we receive 
the cenfure it defcrves ; if right, the^commendation.

The Prefident therefore communicates the fubftance and fpirit o f his converfa- 
tion with the Nabob to the Committee ; which he thinks himfeif obliged to do, as 
their refolution on the points in queftion is neceflTary, and it is impofTiblc for 
them to form a proper refolution un ds they have the necelTary materials.

Upon reference to the Minutes o f this Committee o f the 9th July*, it will ap
pear that the Nabob had defired to be informed o f the intentions o f the Com 
mittee on certain points, viz. I f  a fum o f  money were obtained from the Rajah, 
what was to be done with it:— Or in cafe of the reduction o f the fort and country, 
now they were to be difpofedof. That the Committee thereupon declared what they 
judged to be moft proper in thofe cafes, and refolved to communicate fuch their

* Vide Page 691.
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his deleft Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, to aflcrt his claims on the Rajab> and 
has inverted him folcly with full power to negotiate and finally to conclude*, and 
he will proceed immediately for that purpofe to join the army under your com
mand. This meafure is the more neceflary, becaufe it is o f the laft importance 
that the matters in qucftion relative to Tanjore be fully and firmly determined be
fore'the fetting in o f the rains. *It is impoflible now to afcertain what particular 
circumftances may arife with fuch precifion, as to give full and ample inftruftions 
concerning the fam e; and as fo much time might be loft in w rting to us for in- 
flru(5tions, and waiting for our anfwer, as might fruftrate our hopes o f happily ter
minating the buflnefs now in hand before the rains, it is therefore necelTary to 
inform you, that it is our determined refolution to fupport the intended negotiation 
in the moft effeftual manner, and to that end to ufe military compulfion with the 
Rajah, even to the reduction and capture of his capital, i f  neceflary. And that 
no time may be loft, we do hereby empower you, whenever the Nabob’s Pleni
potentiary, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, lhall fignify to .you the propriety and 
expediency thereof, to a£b in the moft efFedlual manner to the attainment o f thefe 
ends; cither by merely marching towards Tanjore, without committing hoftilities, 
or in a hoftile manner to enter the territory o f Tanjore, to take and eftabllfh pofts, 
and even to inveft and befiege and take the capital, without waiting for further 
orders from u s : and you will be pleafed to advifc us from time to time o f your 
proceedings.

It is proper alfo to inform you, that in order to fupply the army in the beft 
manner poffible with provifion o f every kind, the Nabob has appointed his fecond 
Son, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, invefted him with power, and committed this 
department to his chargc and care; you will be pleafed therefore to addrefs yourfelf 
to him on whatever may occur relative thereto.

The Nabob has ordered fevcral detachments o f his own troops to join the 
army, and aft under your command. As we have fupplied you from hence with 
artillery and ftorcs of every kind, it is needlefs to defire that you will caufe the 
N abob’s troops to be fupplied out o f the general ftores with whatever may be 
neccflary for the fervice; it is a matter of courfe, as the whole united will toT- 
one army and for one fervice.

W e are, S I R ,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervants,

4th Augt.ft, 177 1. J O S I A S  D U  P R ^ ,  & c. Council.

ExlraEl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fori St. George^ in their M ilitary
Department, £th Ju gu jl, 177 1,

A  D R A U G H T  o f a letter to the Rajah o f Tanjore, in anfwer to the one 
received from him, being laid before the Board, is approved of, and ordered to 
be communicated to the Nabob.

5 a t

724 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1771.



A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Saturday, lo t h  A u g u ft , 1 771 .

P R  E  S E  N  T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardlcy,

T H E  Prefidcnt informs the Committee, that he had communicatcd to the 
Nabob a tranflation of the letter propofed to be wrote to the Rajah o f Tanjorc, 
approved in Confultation the 5th inftant.

That the Nabob approved the whole, except only the concluding paflage •, viz.
As the Company is guarantee o f the Treaty o f 1762, I am obliged to fupport 

“  him therein upon which he remarked, that the expreffion, “  T he Company
is guarantee,”  appeared to him improper; that it fhould be zvas, and not is, as 

the Tri*aty exifts no more. T he alteration propofed by the Nabob is no otherwifc 
material, than as it is declaratory o f his fenfe and intention to annihilate entirely 
the Treaty o f in order to free himfelf from the Company’s guaranty j for
i f  the Company w er e  guarantee of the Treaty o f 1762, they are obliged to fee fo 
much o f it performed as has not been done. W hen a rupture happens between 
States, all treaties between them prior to that rupture are thereby difannulled, or 
at leaft fufpended ; each party will endeavour to gain what advantage he can ; and 
upon a reftoration of peace, the former treaties may be reftorcd to the ftate 
they were in before the rupture, or others may be fubrtituted.

The Prefidcnt further informs the Committee, that in a converfation with the 
Nabob yefterday, the Nabob in confidence opened his mind more frefly and clearly, 
upon the fubjeft of the prefent tranfaftions relative to Tanjore, than he had tvcr 
done before. In times pad fuch confidential communications were not reduced to

I writing, but in thefe dangerous times it is neceflixry that the grounds o f our refo- 
lutions appear and if  the judgrhent foimed thereon be wrong, it is fit we receive 
the cenfure it deferves; if tight, the>commendaiIon.

The Prefident therefore communicates the fubftance and fplrit o f his converfa
tion with the Nabob to the Committee ; which he thinks himfelf obliged to do, as 
their refolution on the points in queftion is necelTary, and it is impofliblc for 
them to form a proper resolution un els they have the necelfary materials.

Upon reference to the Minutes o f this Committee o f the 9th July«=, it will ap
pear that the Nabob had defired to be informed o f the intentions o f the Com 
mittee on certain points, viz. I f  a fum o f money were obtained from the Rajah, 
what was to be done with it:— Or in cafe of the redudion o f the fort and country, 
hew they were to be difpofedof. That the Committee thereupon declared what they 
judged to be moft proper in thofe cafes, and refolved to communicate fuch their

* Vide Page 691.
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opinion frankly to the Nabol>. It further appears by the Minutes o f the i i t h  
Ju ly*, that the young Nabob had been fent by his Father to the Prefident, to learn 
the fenfe o f the Committee on thofe points; that the Prefident had fully and clearly 
communicated the fame. T hat in a fubfequent confcrence which the Prefident 
had with the Nabob, it appeared the Nabob had been informed o f the whole 
by his Son ; that he apparently declined the difruinon o f them, and propofcd an 
expedient to bring about an accommodation with the Rajah, by the means o f the 
Maratta Vackcel-f It will further appear by the Minutes o f the 24th JulyJ, that 
in a conference with the Nabob on the 22d, he rather feemed averfe to hoflile 
i-oeafivres, ftaced difficulties, and hinted the remaining quiet atprefcnt, and deferring 
an expedition to another time. That in another confcrencc on  the i3d§, thcNab<^ 
had exprefll'd his difinclination to an immediate expediiion, chufmg rather an ac
commodation with the Rajah, to be negotiated by himfelf, without the interpofi- 
tion o f the Company j but dcfiring neverthelels their fupport o f  his raeafurcs. It 
will appear further by tl>e Minutes o f the 24th, that the Cotnmittec taking the 
whole lerioufly under their confideration, had come to the refolution, for the reafon 
there given, to leave the negotiation to the Nabob, and to give him all neocfltry 
fupport H. By the Minutes of the 29th, it appears that the Nabob ha<.l opiened his 
demands to the Tanjore Vackeel \ that finding the negotiation at this placc would 
be attended with ruinous delays, had propofed to fend his cldeft Son to Trichi- 
nopoly, and defired that we would fupport him, with the appearance o f refolution,, 
to compel the Rajah by military force if  neceffary**.

«

It appears from the whole o f theft; tranfadlions, that the Nabob has latterly 
been averfe to a military expedition againft the Rajnh of Tanjore. T he Committee 
in many places o f their Minutes have exprcfied their aftonifhmcnt that the Nabob,, 
who In the beginning, that is to fay, when the Rajah took the field againft Mara- 
war, was fo urgent with us for immediate hoftility, and was fo warmly fupported 
therein by the Minifter o f the Crown, at a time when we were not prepared to 
a d  efFeftually, and when the Marattas might with every advantage have entered 
theCarnatick, fhould fo fuddcnly change his opinion, and oppofe a m ilitary  expe
dition, when we were prepared to aft with vigour, and when there appeared far 
lefs danger.of the Marattas. The caufe to which the Committee in their opiniom 
îflTitrned that change was, that when the Nabob urged hoftility, he hoped to en- 

tanole us with the Macattas, and thereby compel us into an alliance with them 
from ncceffity ; but that fince our abfolute declaration againft fuch an alliance, he 
had loft that hope, and therefore faw no good, but much injury to his countrj^ 
fliould the Marattas enter it in fupport o f Tanjore. However well grounded this 
opinion may be, there are other caul'es for the Nabob's late objcdtion to hoftility, 
which, withou': invalidating the rcafons on which that opinion was founded, arc fe- 
paratc and diftinftfrom them. The Committee indeed have long fufpeftcd, that 
the Nabob’s objedion to a military’ expedition againft Tanjore, arofe from a jea- 
loufy o f our keeping the concjueft (if any were made) for the Company, but 
wanted fufficient grounds to deliver that opinion formally.

♦ Vide Page 692. f  <’2 3 * + 6 9 +. ^95' § ^9S> 1 1  698, 702. 718, 719.
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S^urport o f  a Conference between the Nabob and the Prejident^ on the fuhjeEl o f  o f f e r 
ing the Fort and Country ofTanJore, i f  taken^ to fa l l  into hit hands.

T H E  Prcfidcnt informs the Committee, that the Nabob has explained himlelf 
on this fubjefl, and the matter is now made clear. That in conference with him 
yefterday the Nabob made this propofal, viz. That in cafc of proceeding to e x 
tremities with Tanjore, and that the fort and country fhould be taken  ̂ if we 
would deliver up the whole into his hands, as we had done other dependandes on 
the Cainatick, he would pay ten Lacks of Pagodas to the Company : that if this 
wererefufed, he had his fears and apprehenfions; and according as this propofition 
fucceeded or not, fo his nieafures tnufl be modelled. T o  which he, the Prefidenr, 
replied, ’that as we had no orders or inftrudlions from the Company refpefting tlic 
conqueft of the Tanjore country, and confequently could have none refptding 
the dilpofa! of i t ; all that we dcfired, in cafc we fliould be led to the conqueft o f 
it by the Rajah’s refraftory conduit, was, to leave all definitive arrangements re- 
fpcding the fame entirely to the Company and the Nabob j for that having no 
powers to make any definitive arrangement, were we to make any agreements, 
they could not be binding until they had the fandtion and approliation o f our 
Superiors; and therefore wc wifhed not to make any, but to leave the wlmle to the 
Nabob and the Court o f Dired'ors, who would probably wifh to pay the compli
m e n t  themfelves to the Nabob of yielding to him the entiie poffcflion, and not to 
follow our lead in a matter o f that importance: and in the mean time, it was ourdefirc 
to leave the management o f the country and the revenue to the Nabob, and only to 
keep poflefnon of the fort, until we fliould receive orders from home. The Nabob 
replied, that the condition of our keeping poflirffion o f the fort was the matter 
he objected t o ; that he confidered the fort and territory of Tanjore as a Zemin- 
dary dependent on the Carnatick, in the fame manner as any other Zemindary 
or Polligary; that we had aflifled him to reduce many o f thefe which had 
rebelled, and never before made any difficulty to put the whole into his hands, as 
properly belonging to his Government, and that the Company never claimed any 
right to them-, and that now, in the prelcnt cafe, the claim o f keeping pofleflion of the 
fort alarmed him. Tiiat far from making any objcdlion to the receiving a garrifan o f 
the Company’ s troops into the fort, whenever there fliould be occafion, he fliould 
dffire and folicit us to place a garrifon in il:, and charge ourfelves with it’s defencc 
and protedlion, in the fame manner as he defired us to garrifon Trichinopoly and 
Vellour; but that it muft reft in his difcretion, and not be confidered as a matter o f 
right in the Company. That in anlwer to what the Prefident had urged o f the in
utility of making any immediate arrangement, fince any fuch arrangement muft be 
fubjedl to che approbation or difapprobation o f the Court of Direftors, he faid the 
argument on the other fide was equally ftrong; fo r// the whole w e r e  fu ffe r ed  to fa l l  
into his hands, in like manner as other appendages to the Carnatick, under like cir- 
cumftances, had been given up him, and i f  the Company fhould not approve o f  it, they  
would have as much righ t to require other conditions a t any time h erea fter as tUy have 
now  ; and who could doubt their ability and power to refume it, or any other part o f 
the Carjiatick, if they had thoitght fit. That he dcfired the Picfidcnt would ferioufly

S Z  rcflcdt
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reflcfton the whole, and let him know what he might depend on, which fhould deter
mine him accordingly.

Upon all which the Prefident defires the opinion o f the Committee.

Conftderations and Opinion o f  the Committee thereon,

T H E  Committee having maturely and fcrioufly confidered the whole, deliver 
their opinion in the manner following :

1. ConGdering the Ihort fpace o f time which remains for military operations be
fore the rains ;— that it is highly probable the Rajah will never fuhmit to fafe and 
honourable terms without military compulfionj— and that a fufpenfe o f mcafures, 
and confequently a wafte o f time, may prove more fatal to us than almofl: any de- 
cifive refolution ■,— we think it highly neceffary that a clear and determinate anfwer 
be given to the Nabob, and that a refolution o f the Board is neceffary for that 
purpofe.

2. From the declaration made by the Nabob, as herein before dated, and from 
all antecedent circumftances, we are o f opinion, that it may be taken for granted 
that the Nabob will not confent to our proceeding to extremities with the Rajah,, 
whatever political neceffity there may be, unlefs we confent to give the whole con- 
queft ((hould any be made) into his poffeflion, as a matter of courfc.

That i f  we refufe our confent to the Nabob’s proportion, his fears and jea- 
loufies of the Company will be fo quickened and ftrengthened, as that he will be in
duced to accept o f any terms from the Rajah, rather than rilkeven the commence
ment o f hoftilitics, left any conqueft fhould fall into, and be retained in our handf.

4. T hat if  the Nabob, under fuch imprelTions, Ihould accept o f terms difhonour- 
able or difadvantageous to himfelf, to whatever caufe it may be imputed, it will 
evidently appear as the efFeft o f fome prefent nece/Tity; The Rajah, knowing him
felf obnoxious on that account both tot le Nabob and to the Company will conclude,, 
that hoftilities will o f courfe be renewed againft him whenever a more favourable 
time ftiall offer, or whenever the prefent obftncles are removed ; and, to prevent 
them, will naturally throw himfelf into the arms o f the French, who from equal 
neceiLty will urge him, by every argument and incentive, to the fame alliance.

5. T h at although, as aforefaid, the Rajah will never confent or fubmit to terms • 
fafc and honourable to the Company and the Carnatick without military compul- 
fion, nor even until he Ihall be driven to extreme danger ; yet that, feeing the ap-

{iroach ot danger, he may for prefent convenience comply with terms, fuch as may 
eave him at liberty and w'ith power; both which he will probably ufe, upon the 

very firft opportunity, to unite with the enemies o f the Carnatick, in order to free him
felf from his apprehenfions o f the Nabob’s deligns againft him.,

2 * 6. That
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6 . That if  milifary operations fhould be commenced and prefled, even to the en
dangering o f the capita], and the Rajah, to fave himfelffrom impending ruin, fhould 
fubmit to terms, fuch as the Nabob fhall diftate, without the guaranty o f the Corn- 
pany, they will be dangerous; becaufe the Rajah will never place any dependence in 
the Nabob’s faith, (fee Committee’s Minutes, 17th July*; and conlequsptly will, as 
the moft natural means o f relieving himfelf, unite with the French ; the confequcn- 
ces o f which are llated in our Minutes o f the 24th July f .

7. That unlefs we comply with the Nabob’s propofition, he will never confent to- 
our again becoming guarantees to any treaty witli the Rajah nor confent to our re
ducing the fort o f Tanjore, the only efFtdual fecurity i f  we are not guarantees;, 
eonfeqyently, that time will be wafled, a ruinous cxpenfc incurred, and we fliall be 
left after all without money, and in a much worfe condition than wc are at 
prefen t.

8. W e have already delivered our opinion in Committee 24th Julyj;, that we can
not juftify proceeding in hoftility without the Nabob’s confent; and conlcqiiently, i f  
the Nabob at any period fliall inform us, that he has accommodated his difirrcnces 
with the Rajah, and i: fatisfied;— if we proceed further, it muft be on the Compa
ny’s account folely; — the war then will be a war o f the Company’s as principals, and  ̂
at our own peril; and we know, from tlie declaration o f the Minifter o f the Crown^. 
that the Miniftry will be againft us in fuch a war. It follows from thefe premifes, 
that we are entangled in dangers every w ay;— the Nabob will never confent to our 
guaranty; the Rajah will never be fatisfied without our guaranty; he will not 
abide by a treaty concluded on terms that iTiall bear coo hard upon him, nor truft to 
one on his own terms. It feems therefore that no fiife terms can be made, and 
that fafcty can be enfured only by the redudlion o f the fo rt; but the Nabob 
will not confent to the redudlion of the fort unlefs we confent to his propofition, 
and we dare not proceed without him ;— what muft be the confequences ? ’tis hard 
to fay. W e fee nothing at prcfent but certain danger, and probable ruin ; becaufc 
i f  the matter were to remain as now. undecided between the Nabob and us, 
the Nabob, more fearful o f us even than o f the enemy be is contending w ith, ivill be as ready 
to betray the interejis o f  us, his real friends, as to fubdue the power and pride o f the Rajaht 
his real enemy, and while we remain thus uncertain o f what the Nabob will do, we 
oould not ftand juftified in our own opinion for expofing. the Company to the hazards 
of war, without even a hope of an adequate advantage, in procuring futuic fecu
rity to theirpoITcffions and to the Carnatick.

It has been agreed by the Majority, (fee Minutes 24th July ||) that we arc not 
warrantable In proceeding without the Nabob’s cpnfent. I'he whole matter then,, 
circumftanced as we now are, feems to be reducible to this queftion— Which is moft 
dangerous to the Company ; to let the whole conqueft, fort and country of Tan- 
jorc) if there fhould be a necelTity o f pufhing our operations to that extent, go im 
mediately into the pofleffion of the Nabob as a matter o f courfe ; or that the Ra
jah be left in power under a compromife, from which he will endeavour to free him- 
ftrif hy an onion with the French ?

Vide Page 717; t  Pages 698, .699. J Pages 697, 698, 699.
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W e  have given ourreafons, in theminuies of the 24th Julyf, why we think It dan
gerous to IcAve the Rajah with power in a Jiate o f  fea r  and apprehenjion o f  the Nabob ; 
and we think there needs not much argument to prove, that, urider fuch circum- 
ftances, he will naturally feek the a i d  o f  t h e  F r e n c h ; who, under their circuniftances, 
would as naturally unite with him. I f  it were necefTary to explain a fubjedt already 
fo plain, much more might be faid. W e conclude with our opinion, that it would 
be impolitic and dangerous to the laft degree, now that things have been brought to 
theftate they are with the Rajah, to leave him the power o f uniting wit.i the dangerous 
eneniies o f the Company and the Carnatick; and therefore that he ought to be totally 
lubdued, or at leaft reduced to fuch terms as (hall put it out of his power to become 
dangerous. B utasw efee no probability of cfFcfting either fo long as the Nabob 
Ihall remain jealous o f our defign to withhold any part o f what fhall be ( if  any thing 
be) acquired, and equally jealous o f our even appearing as parties in any negotia
tion or compromife:

W e  are therefore further o f opinion, that of two evils we ougt-it to chufe the 
leaft; and that rt is lefs dangerous to let t̂ ie conqueft (if  any be made) pal's, as o f 
courfc, into the Nabob’s hands and poffeflTion, than that the Rajah fhould be leftdif- 
fatisfied, as he moft certainly will be, and with power to become dangerous; which, 
asaforefaid, we tihink muft be the confequence of any compromife made by the Na
bob, under the influence o f  his fears and jealoufy of us.

In delivering this opinion, we do not forget the opinion we gave in our addrcfs 
to  the Honourable Court o f Dire<ftors, under date the 31ft January 1770, para
graph 4 ;  we remain fully and clearly o f the fame opinion: neither do we fee caufe 
to change in one tittle the opinions we havcexprefled in our former minutes, parti
cularly thofe o f the 9th July, o f the propriety o f keej>ing the fort of Tanjore in our 
own hands fhould it be taken. W e arc clearly o f opinion, that we ought to retain 
it i f  we could ; and that we ought not to yield the point to the Nabob, i f  greater ap
parent dangers were not incurred by refufing i t : bur as we think a prefent acqui- 
efcence with the Nabob’s propolkion the leaft o f the dangers which furrounds us, 
though it leads to danger, fo we arc of opinion it ought now to be complied with, 
as an adt o f political necefiity.

W e  deliver it further as our opinion, that although it leads to danger, it is not 
immediately dangerous; for there is no doubr, but that while we have garrifons in 
the principal forts in the Carnatick, and have on foot fuch a military eitablilhment 
as the prefent. we may with great eafe control the Nabob, fhould it be necefTary, 
andJhould w e  be authorifed to do f o :— at prefent we have no authority to control him. 
It is not necefFary here again to fiate the fenfe o f the Court o f Diredlors on this 
fubjeft, or the fpirit o f the Miniftry ; or to fay any thing more on the i ith article 
o f the Treaty o f Paris, hung over our heads in terrorem : we have been fufficiently 
explicit in formerininutes; particularly thofe of the 24th July, with extrads annexed, 
as p ik eiju jiifica tiv es ,  if  we may be permitted to ufe the French phralV. The flate o f 
afTairs here will be clearly before our Superiors at hom e; they will alfo have our 
opinion of what may be expeded as natural confequences of increafiftg the Nabob’s

pow er.
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power. I f  they and the Miniftry Ihould continue o f ophiion, that the Nabob s 
fidelity and attachment is fuch, that the increafe o f his power is the fame as an in- 
creafe of the Britilh power on the Coaft ; the refolution of leaving the whole con- 
quefts, if any be made, in his hands, muft be approved, and we lhall only be liable 
to cenfure for having doubted o f the propriety o f  doing fo. If, on the other hand, it 
Ihould be thought, that fuch an increafe o f power in the Nabob may becomc dange
rous, the remedy is at home, and there on ly ; and legal orders to the Britilh Dele
gates of the national power on this Coaft, may model and reftrain it within fuch 
bounds as fhall be thought fit.

It remains to confider the Nabob’s offer o f ten Lacks o f Pagodas to the Com
pany, ifwerefign the fort and country entirely into his hands, Ihould they be con
quered. Upon which we are o f opinion.

That wc ought not to receive that, or any other fum, or any conlideration o f what 
kind foever, by w'ay o f compenfation, compadt, or agreement, for refigning to him 
the faid conquefts, Ihould they be made; becauHe we mean to leave the Company at 
full liberty to make what arrangements they lhall think bcft in thefe refpefts. But 
i f  we we;re to receive any confideration for refigning the conqucfts, the public'faith 
muft be pledged for the performance o f the agreement; and the Company could not 
deviate therefrom, without an apparent and dangerous breach o f that faith. W e  
arc therefore of opinion, that if  it be neceffary to take the fort and country o f Tan- 
jore, that the Nabob be tacitly left in poffeflion o f the whole, in the fame manner as 
has before been done, when Worriarpollam, Arrialore, and other Polligaries, were 
reduced; as a matter o f courfe, and without any declaration refpeding the fame; and 
that if the Nabob lhall think proper to give the Company ten Lacks of Pagodas, or 
any other fum, as a voluntary gift for their friendly aid, it be received, fubjcd. to the 
future pleafure of the Court of Diredtors.

Many other arrangements may become neceffary in cafe o f reducing Tanjore, 
fuch as the military force neceffary for it’s dcfcnce ; but it is evident that fuch pro- 
pofitions now will excite the Nabob’s fears and jealoufies, as much as a refolution to 
retain the conqueft : if any thing of this kind be to be cffcdted, it muft be by re
moving his jealoufy in the firft inftance. But to fay the truth, wc have ilrtle expec
tation of his ever confenting to the Company’s keeping up, under their own coniroU 
any other forccs for the protcdtion of his poffeffions ; fince he has fo ftrenuoufly ob- 
jeftedcvcn to the feven battalions of Sepoys now entertained by the Company on 
his account in the Carnatick, and fince he is fo warmly fupported therein by the 
Miniftcr of the Crown.
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ExlraSi o f  P roceed in g o f  the Treftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 
Department, Monday, iz th  Augufi, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u  Pre Efquire, G overnor, Prcfidcnt.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardfey
John Smith George Strattoa
Henry B r o o k e ------------------
John Whitehill George Mackay.

T H E  many inconvenrenccs which arofe during the late war from the manner 
o f  fupplyin" the army with provifions, and the difficulties which enfued in the 
adjufting o f the accounts with the Nabob, render it neceflary to adopt a plan, 
which fliall fecure to the army plenty o f provifions, and at the fame time pre
vent difpures between the Commanding Officers and the Amuldars, or difficulties
with the Nabob in the fettling with him for the provifions that may be flipplied.

T he Nabob having fcnt one of his Sons with the army, the Deputy Agent 
fhall apply to him, or the peribn deputed by him, for grain, cattle, or any other 
articles which may be requifite for the viflualling o f the army, and for draught 
and carriage bullocks i f  wanted.

A  price fhall be eftablilhed with the Nabob for all the cattle, grain, or other 
articles, his Agent may deliver to the D eputy Agent for the vidlualling o f the 
army, at which rate he fhall be credited for them.

T he D eputy Agent, on receipt o f  the articles applied for, is to give a receipt 
to the Nabob’s people, fpecifying the number o f cattle, quantity o f grain, & c. 
received j and on the fame day to enter in his journal the feveral articles received, 
at the prices fixed for them, giving the Nabob credit far the fame.

T he Deputy is to take care that the provifions received are good o f  the k in d ; 
and if  any become damaged, they are to be returned to the Nabob’s A g e n ts: 
all waftage at camp is to be carried to profit and lofs.

T h e Commiflary is daily to give a return o f the number o f  men to be 
viftualled, and then by that return the allowance fettled by the military regula
tions will be ifiTued.

T h e  Deputy is to have the charge o f  the bullocks, and is to take particular 
care that none but good ones be employed : at any time that he fhall meet with 
fuch as ought to be difmifTed, if the fervice will admit o f it, they are to be in- 
llantly turned away i but i f  that be judged inconvenient, then the Deputy will 
hire as many as may be necefTary to replace thofe which are not fit, and he 
■will then difmifs the unferviceable bullocks j taking care however that none o f 
the Company’s Servants, civil or military, nor any European, be interefled 
direftly or indiredtly in the hire o f fuch bullocks.

T he Deputy is monthly to tranfmit his accounts, with the proper vouchers, 
to  the Agent.

T h e ff
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Thefe accounts, as received, the Agent is to enter into his books as ufual, 
crediting the Nabob for all that (hall have been received from him, and debiting 
the CommilTary-Gcncral for all the men that have been vidlualled, and the car
riage and draught bullocks which fliall have been fupplied at the ufual rates ; 
and whatever profits fhall have arifen thereon, at the end o f the campaign, fliall 
be carried to the credit o f the Nabob.

Plan o f  the B ooh  to he kept hy the Deputy Agent at Camp fo r  viElualUng the Troops, 
and providing o f  D raught and Carriage Bullocks fo r  the Army.

Cafli D^ to Commiflary-General.

Pagodas received o f the Paymafter o f the army.

Sundry Accounts D^ to the Nabob 
for the following Articles received.

Bullocks for flaughter aoo
Sheep, for
Rice, for
Paddy, for
Salt, for

Pagodas

at
at
at

at
at

o f

each 
per Pag. 

per Garce

per Mercal

Sundry Accounts D^ to Agent at Madras Pagodas
for the following received at Madras,

Rice
Sheep
Salt
Arrack

Viftualling the Troops D^ to fundry Accounts 
Pagodas* for the following ferved out in this month.

Bullocks for flaughter
Sheep
Rice
Sale
Arrack

Sundry



Sundry Accounts D^ to Cafli— Pagodas— Bul'ock-hire for the fol
lowing Draught Bullocks for one Month.

For 25 
2 0

10 Days, at Pag. per Month per Bullocic 
Carriage Bullock 

For I Month 
20 Days
10 ditto, at per Month per ditto

Bullock Drivers
For Days, at 2 Fanatns per day

Charges o f Merchandize 
.For the following 
I Deputy per Month
1 Affiftant------ Dalhpcr
2 Conicoplies------ Swamy and Moolcah
2 Peons
Coolies employed in delivering Provifions
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Vidlualling the Troops D .̂ to Bullock-hire— Pagodas

For Carriage Bullocks, employed in carrying Provifions, at 3 Pag. 
40 Caih per Day

A g r e e d ,  T hat M r. Caflamajor be appointed Deputy to the Agent for tranf- 
adting the bufmefs in camp, and that inftruAions be prepared for him agreeable 
to  the foregoing regulations.

O r d e r e d  alfo, T hat the 75th paragraph o f  the commands o f the Court o f  
Directors o f  23d March 1770*, refpefting the levying o f duties in camp, and 
the fale o f  fpirituous liquors, be tranfmitted to General Smithy and that regu
lations be prepared for carrying the fame into execution.

* E x tr a il Separate Letter from the Court e f  DtreOors to the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George., 
dated 2'^d March, 17 70. Received at Fort St. George, i^th September, 1770.

Par. 75. As we are informed that it has been cuftomary for the Commander in Chief of our troops 
to receive duties from the Bazar, impofed either on the futlers who follow the army, for the lib«rty of 
keeping fliops or ftalls, or on the merchandiics or provifion they expofe to fale j a«d when we conlicler 
the diflreffes and inconvehicnces which have attended our troop in the late war, cither for want of 
provifions, their being bad, or fold at an advanced price ; and as wc conceive it is not poflible to af- 
certain any precife rule, whereby to determine when it may not he prudent for the Commander in 
Chief to levy or forbear to imiwfe fuch duties, we cannot but be of opinion, that all duties whatever, 
impofed, direftly or indireî ly, on provifions brought to camp, were better remitted as impolitick, tend
ing to difcourage coiintr>' people from yielding us all that affiftance they otherwifc might do, if per
mitted ro fell provifions duty tree, and confequently contributing towards advancing their price in camp 
to a greater height than othcrwife might be needful { more efpecially as fuch duties are, far as ap
pears to ys, intieterminate, and laid and levied folely at the will and pleafure of the Commtuder m 
Chief, or fome of his fcrvants; which muft in fomc degree render the price of provifions dependent on 

X bis



Extraa o f  Proceedings o f  the Pre/sdeHt and Council at Fort St. G eerge, a t their J^ ilitaty
Department, Augufl, 1771.

W R O T E  the following letter to General Smith.

t o  Brigadier-G eneral Jofepb Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on the C cajl.

S I R,
IN  our letter to you o f the 30th July we informed you, that the Nabob had 

undertaken to fupply the army with provifions, and to appoint proper perfons 
to manage, diredt, and fuperintend the Buzar, Mr. Caflamajor, whom we have 
appointed CommilTary of the Army, as mentioned in our letter to you o f the 7th 
inftant, befides the d u t i e s  belonging to that department, expreffcd in the Book o f

V MilitaryRcgulations, is alfo charged with the execution of the duties which were 
dependent on the Contradtor, when tlie Euro})eans were vidualled by contrad:: 
he is to‘apply to and receive from the Nabob’s Agenrs fuch provifions o f every 
kind as Ihall be neceflary and fufflcient for viftualling the Europeans, and he is to 
iffue the fame in the fame quantities, and at the fame race, as is exprefled in the 
book of regulations, in page 69.

\  In our letter o f the 30th July, and in another which we have addrelTed to you, 
'^ d  which you will receive by the hands of Nabob OmdiJt-ul-Omrah Behauder, 
you will obfcrve, that in cafe hoftilities fhould be commenced againft the Rajah o f 
Tanjorf, .our wifh is that the operations may be prefled with the utmoft vigour, 
even to the befieging and reduction of the capital if  necefl'ary •, in which cafe it 
may be proper in many refpcdts, but particularly for facilitating the means o f 
fupplying the army with provifions, that convenient and tenable pofts be eftabliftied, 
for keeping open the communication between the camp and Trichinopoly; it will 
depend on you to eftablifh fuch pofts, and to give the necefl'ary information to the 
Commiflbry, thitt he may apply to, and procure from the Nabob’s Agents the pro- 
vifion which you fliall think proper to be depofited in fuch ports, as temporary

hts difpofition; and the proprietor cannot know whethi*r it may anAver his pprpofe to bring prorifions 
to our camp, or not, before he arrives therein. We therefore hereby direfl, that no duty, tax, or im- 
ptilition whatever lhall at any time be levied or taken by our Commander in Chief, or by any pcrfon for 
him, or by any other perfon or perfons, on any pretence whatever, or for any provifions ana iiccefliirie* 
brought by any pcrfon orjierfons, with intent to fell the fame to our foldier»,’̂ Sep(.y‘i, or other our Ser
vants, when encamped, or otherwife in the field, or marching to or from any placc oi places in time 
of war, or for the liberty and privilege of crefting and keeping any fliop or ftall in the Buzai, or at
tending our camp for the.falc of provifions and iiecrffaries only ; and that no merchant or other perlon 
whatever, be on any account compelled to fell rice, or other necelTaries, or provifions, to any con- 
traftor or other perfon, but that they be fully at liberty to fell the (iime in the public Buzar, without 
any let, hinur'ince, or molellation whatever; and that this our order be made as public as poffible, that 
ull perfons, as well our Servants as the natives of the country, may be fully informed thereof and 

accordingly: provided always, and we hereby direft, thnt this order fliall not extend to give pri- 
viltge to any perfon or perfons to fell, or otherwife vend, nny fortof fpirituout liquor* whatever to at>y 
of our Servants in camp, or to repeal or alter any orders heretofore made by any of our l’r«fident8 and 
Council, or otherw'ife, for preventing the f;ile or confumption of fpirituous liquors to or by any per
fons in our fei-vice ; but any fuch order or orders, as have heretofore been made for regulating the 
fale of fpirituous licjuors, fliall remain, notwithftanding this order, in full force. And we further 
direit, that the Conimander in Chief do at all times afford due proteftion to all perfons v̂ ho may bring 
proviiions, with intent to fell them to our troops as aforcfaid.

9  ^ magazines,
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magazines, not only for the Europeans, but for facilitating the fupply for the 
whole army*

T h e Sepoys will receive their aifual Fidd Batta, and muR fupply themfclves with 
provifion as heretofore from the Buzar attending the army, as nmft alio all 
followers o f the camp. T he Nabob has given us the Itrongell aflurances that the 
moft eife<5tual meafurcs have been and (hall be taken to enfure plenty; and amongft 
others, that he hath declared and will publifti a general exemption from duty.

Upon this fubjedt we received very particular orders from the Court o f Dire<ftor< 
laft year; but as tliere have fiot been any troops in the field fince the receipt o f 
them, we deferred the publication until occafion fliould require it; we fend you 
herewith a copy of the whole paragraph relative thereto, being the 75th of their 
commands, dated 23d March 1770, and defire that, agreeable to the i.ijundtioa 
therein contained, you will caufe the fame to be made as public a5 pofllble, that 
a ll perfons may be fully informed thereof.

Th^ .general purport o f the order made and eflaljriflied by the fatd 75 th paragranh, 
is to forbid the levying taxes o f any kind on provifions or neceflaries brought to the 
camp-, but a provifo is added, that the faid order'ftiall not extend, or be conitrued 
to give privilege to any perfon to fell or vend any fort*offpirituous liquors whatever, / 
or to repeal or alter any orders heretofore made by the Prefident and Council for 
preveRCing the fale or confumption o f fpirituous liquors, & c. As the orders that 
have heretofore been made by our predeceflbrs on this fubjeft may not bejniown^ 
nor eafily collefted together even by ourfelves; it is neceflary to fubftitute one clear, 
precifc, and po£tive order refpc<fting the fame} and we do Itereby accordingly and 
pofitively prolubit the diftilling, felling, or offering to fale, o f  fpirituous liquors o f 
any kind whatfoever in the camp, or to the foldiers. Sepoys, or other penons com- 
pofing, belonging to, or following the army, excepting only fuch perfon or perfons as 
fhall be appointed by the Prefident and Council to have the charge o f arrack and fpiri
tuous liquors in camp, for thepurpofes^xprefTcd in the Military Regulations underthc 
head, ‘ Orders relative to the Contraftor for vidualling the Army, & c .’ page 69, and 
fuch other occafional purpofes as the fervice may require, and fhall be thought fii: 
by the Commanding Officer o f the Army for the time being; and we defire that 
you will caufc the faid prohibition to be made as public as pofTible. The Nabob 
iias given us the moft pofuive afTurances that he will lay the flrongeft injunftions 
-on h>s Officers and Agents, who fhall be appointed to fuperintend and control the 
Buzar, to prevent the introduftion and fale of fpirituous liquors in the Buzars, and 
w e delire you will give them the moft effeftual fupport therein.

T he foregoing order, reftraining the ufe o f fpirituous liquors, Is founded on the 
incontrovertible fa d  eflablifhed by experience, that the immoderate ufe thereof is 
pernicious to and deftruflive of the health o f the foldiers: i f  on this account it be pro
per to limit and reftrain the ufe thereof in camp, it is no Icfs necefTary to regulate the

■ fame in the forts or garrifons where the Company’s Officers have command, or ia 
cantonment where the Company’s forces may at anytime be.

The Articles o f war  ̂ fedion 7th, article 4th, liave fo efTeftually provided that 
j»o Officers commanding in any o f the garriians, forts, or barracks, fliall levy any
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-^uty on, or be interefled in the fale o f liquors, that it may feem unneccflary to eftablifli 
any other ordfr concerning tl efanie-; as it may be fuppofed tliat the C')mmaTiding 
Officer, not being interelWd therein, will always rcftrain the immodera e. ufe o f  
fpirituous liquors; we have however reafon to believe that in many inftances tlie 
faft has been othervuife, and that very little rcgrad has been paid to the above- 
quoted article of w ar; it is therefore our intention not only to require a due ol)- 
fervance of the faid article, Init to prohibit the fale o f fpirituous iquors o f every 
kind, in every fuch garrifon or cantonment, as far as depends on us-, and the Nabob 
has promifcd'ro lav theJame injundiuns on all his fervants and dependants : but 
as it js proper that the Europeans fhould be fupplied with fome liquor in a 
moderate quantity, w.e propofe to provide, on the Company’s account, and to put 
under the charge of the Storekeeper o f each garrifon, & c. I'uch quantities as fliall 

 ̂ be necdTary to be ifl'ued daily in drams to the foldiers, under the control of the 
Commanding Officer, as Jhall be thought ntcejlary, and at fuch a rate as lliall yield.

\ a Fcafonable profit; that an account fhall be Itatcd yearly o f the profit ariftng 
therefrom, after dedudtion o f  prime .coft and charges; anri that the profit^ wbat~ 
■ever it be, Jhall he g iv en  to the Commanding Officer as a gra tu ity . As we are very 
confident this gratuity will not be an equivalent to the Commanding Officers for

V the profit which we believe to be now generally made, the Nabob has intimated to 
\  the Prefident, that he will moft wiUingly add thereto as-ihall amount to an equiva- 

M ^t, provided the Officers fiiall heartily and effedually givt! their aid and afliilance 
in In^prelling the unlicenfcd or clandeftine fale o f fpirituous liq^uurs, which is 
becom^* great and general grievance. The Nahoi hath a lfi intimated his intention 
o f  g iv in g  an equivalent to the Commanding Officer f o r  the time being o f  the army, f o r  
the duties on the Buzar, and the licen fe f o r  fe llin g  fp irituous liquors : w c  are well 
pleafed with thefe intimations, but whatever the Nabob fliall clo herein muft flow 
voluntarily and fpontaneoufly from himfclf i and in that cafe we fliall readily confenc, 
u s fa r  as w e have pow er to confent thereto.

As foon as we fliall be prepared to carry into execution thefe regulations refpe^bing 
db e  garrilons, we fliall give the proper notice thereof.

W e  are, S I R,

Y our moft obedient humble Servants*
Fort St. George,

mjth Auguft, 17 7 1, J O S . D U  P R E , and CouiKil.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Thurfday, 15th Auguft, 1 7 7 1 . 

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke ........ ............. — -------
John Whitehill George Mackay

^ H E  Sclcd Committee -communicate to  the Board the fubftancc o f th? -catj- 
iferenee^betvvccji the JSabob and the Prefident, as recited in their minutes c f  tbe 1 cth'*

*  V id e  Page 7 c >
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inftant, on the fubjed of fufFcring.the fort and country of Tanjore to fall into the 
Nabob’s hands in calc they fhould be rcduc«*d, together with the reafons which 
induced the Committee to think it expedient to comply with the Nabob’s requifuion 
in this inftance, and with which the Board acquicfcc.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John $mith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill 
Geo, Mackay.
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ExiraB o f  P roceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George^ in their 
M ilitary Department^ I'jtb Augufi, 1771.

T he following Inftruflions were this day fcnt to M r. Cafamaijor, Deputy*Agent.

M r. 'fames Henry Cafamaijor. /
S IR

H A V I N G  refolved that the charge o f viftualling the troops and jfufnifhing 
bullocks for the fervice o f the army be put under the management of the Com- 
miflary-General, as Agent on behalf o f the Company, and it being neceffary that 
fome perfon fhould be appointed as his deputy for tranfafling the buGiicfs in camp, 
we have appointed you for this fervice, and the following inftrudlions arc to fervc 
you for your guidance therein.

Y o u  arc carefully to follow all fuch orders and diredions as you may from time 
to time receive from the Agent.

The Nabob having fent his fecond Son, Mader-ul-MiiIk, to the army, for the 
purpofe of procuring provifions, &c. you are to apply to him, or the perfon 
deputed by him, for grain, cattle, or any other articles which may be requifite 
for the vidualling the army, ŝ well as for what draught or carriage bullocks 
may be wanted.

A  price will either be eftabliflied here by the Nabob, or with his Son at T ri- 
chinopoly, for all the grain, cattle, flieep, & c. as fliail be delivered to you; and 
all articles received by you from the Nabob’s Agents muft be ifllied at the fame 
price at which they arc received.

Y ou  arc to give regular receipts for all articles which may be delivered to you, 
fpecifying therein the number o f cattle, quantity o f grain, &c. fo delivered ; and 
which you arc in the fame day to enter particularly in your journal, fetting
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fcrih the prices fixed on each particular article, and giving the Nabob credit for 
tne lame.

You are to take care that the provifions received are good o f the k in d ; and i f  
any are damaged, they are to be returned to the Nabob’s Agents, and for which 
you are to be careful to obtain full and particular receipts; or in cafe the Nabob’s 
Agents Ihould refufe to take them back, they muft be fold at public outcry, and 
the difference between the price they were received at, and that for xyhich they may 
fell, muft be wrote off to profit and lofs : all wattage at camp is to be carried to 
profit and lofs.

•  •

As Commiflary, you are daily to make out a return o f the number o f  men 
vidtualled, by which return the allowance fettled by the •ntlitary regulations will 
be ifllied.
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You are to have the Immediate charge o f the bullocks, and you are to take 
particular care that none but good ones are employed; whenever you fhall meet

•  iwith fuch as ought to be difmilTed, you are immediately, if the fervice will admit 
W it, tcTturn them out-, and you will, if  the fervice requires it, entertain as many as 
ini) he neceflary to replace thofe that may be fb difmiffedj taking however particular

•  care tha"L noneof the Company’s Servants, civil or military, nor any European what
ever, or their Dubafhes, Conicoplies, fervants, or dependants, be dircdtly or 
indiredlly interefted or concerned in the hire o f fuch bullocks.

You are to tranfmit your accounts monthly, agreeable to the accompanying form, 
to the Agent at Madras, with the proper vouchers.

In confideration o f the trouble you will have in this department, we have agreed 
that an allowance lhall be made you o f fifty Pagodas per month. The Agent will 
appoint proper perfons to alTift you therein, and to whom you are to give certifi
cates in writing of their being your affiftants in this bufinefs.

W e arc, S I R ,

Your affeftionate friends.

Fort St. George, J O S . D U  P R E ,  & c. Council.
19th A'.iguft, 1771.
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Exh-aSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilita^
Department, i^ th  Augujiy 1771.

ExtraSl o f  L etter from  General Smithy dated, frichinopofy, i^ th  Augufi, 1771.

yb t h  Honourable Joftas Du P re Efquire, Preftdent and Governor^ i^c. Council o f
Fort St George,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  been honoured with your,commands o f the 4!th, 7th, 13th, and 14th 
infant; to which I deferred replying ’till after the Nabob’s Son had arrived.

In my addrefs to th* Honourable Prefident o f the aad, I acquainted him o f i 
the arrival of Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, and Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, on 
the North fide o f the Cavery on the morning o f the 21ft j and that after encoun- » 
tering many difficulties, they croffed the river, and made their entrance into T ri-  ̂
chinopoly that evening,

Omdat-ul-Omrah, whom the Nabob has appointed his Plenipotentiary to 
gotiate with the King o f Tanjore, has delivered me your original inftruA-ons o f ^ 
the 4th i agreeable to which, as foon as the detachment joins me, I  fha il be ready 
to receiv e his orders, and march to Tanjore in fupport o f  the intended negotiation^ either 
w ith  or w ithout commencing hojlilities, as he may think proper.

Your Honour, &c. have been very clear in the orders you have been pleafed ta 
give m e ; which are, that I fliould not only (when required) commence hoftilities 
againft the King o f Tanjore, but continue them even to the reduftion of, his 
capital; fubjedt from time to time to the opinion o f the Nabob’s Plenipotentiary, 
how far fuch force may be neceflary to forward his negotiation ; but fhould he 
diredl what operations are to be carried on, and what (hall not ? and if fucli 
ttieafures fhould appear to me unwarrantable, and not conducivc to the end pro- 
pofed, I apprehend I am not to purfue them : therefore 1 requeft to know whe
ther this is the intention of the Honourable Board or not, that, if at any time 
fuch a circumftance (hould fall out, I may regulate my condudt accordingly. If 
the diredion is lodged with me, I fhall always neverthelefs confult with the 
young N abob; and fliould he have any particular point in view, I fhall readily 
come into his mcafures, provided I think I can do it without retarding too much 
fuch operations as may be neceflary to the accomplilhment o f  the principal 
objeft.

Our intelligence from Tanjore fays, that on the 2 2d H is  M a j e s t y  hoifted his 
Jundas on the plain near the fort, pitched his tents, and encamped with 2000 
horfe, 2000 Sepoys, a company o f Topafles, and three field pieces. T he command 
©f the garrilbn is iutrufted to the care o f  his brother.

In
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In confequsncc o f which the following letter was immediately wrote to General 
5 m ith;

To Brlgfidier-Gcfteral Smitb, Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on the Coaft.

S I R ,

W E  have this inftant reteived your letter o f the 25th-, and as that part thereof 
refpefting your inftrudlions requires an immediate anlwer, we now apply thereto.

You ha-ve in fome meafure miftaken the fpirit and intention o f our letter o f th‘e 
4th inftant; on reference thereto you will find, that the manner in which we ex- 

\prefs ourfelves does not import that you (hould commence hoftilities wheH reqitiredf 
i blit that we emptrwer you to aft, &c. whenever Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrab Jhail Jtgnify 
to ysu t h  propriety or expediency thereof, 1  he cffcft may be the lame, but the dif
ference lies :n this5 thjt we never meant to put you under the N abob’s orders, but 
we empowered you to adt in conformity to his rcc6mmendation. O f  courfe you 

.will pcrceive by this explanation, that it is our intention to leave entirely to your 
judgment and difcretion to execute-what (hall be recommended, or to vary the 
m^.e, as you Avail thinl< beft, and moft conducive to the end propoled : in other 
words,' time o f  commencing hojiilities, and the continuation o f  hojlilities, are to b e de  ̂
termined by the Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrah but the mode o f  ccnduSting them., and the plan 
and execution o f  the operations, are left folely to you .

W e fhall defer replying to the other parts o f your letter ’till another oppor- 
tunity..

W e are, S I R ,
%

Your moft obedient humble fervants,

Fort St. George,'_ J ,O S . D U  P R E ,  &c. Council.
59th Auguft 177**

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the P)-eJident and Council at Fort St. Georget in their M ilitary 
Departmeniy Monday^ \ tth  September^ 177 1,

P  .R E  S E  N  T ,

Jofias Du Pfe Efquire. Governor, Prefident..

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke  ̂ . ---
John W hitehill George Mackay.

The following letter from General Smith, received vefterday, is now read:
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To the Honourable Jofuis Du P r i Efquire, Pr/ftdent and G ovcrncr, ^ c .  Council o f
to r t  St- George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

A T  the time 1 received your infl;ru£tions with refped: to the Nabob’s two Sons* 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder and Mader-ul-Mulk B ehiuder; that Hhe former was 
vefted with full powers to negotiate with the Kin^ o f Tanjore, in which the army 
was to fupport him, either by compelling the Rajah to accept of terms, or by 
reducing him *, and that the latter had been ordered by the Nabob his Father to 
t4 ke on him the foie charge and care of providing the army with a. fufficienc 
Buzar and provifions: in confcquence, the day after their arrival, I laid before  ̂
Mader-ul-Mulk, in prefeiice of his brother, an cflimate o f the x^uantity of grain I 
that was neccffary to fubfift not only the Europeans, but the black troops and ( 
followers o f  the army for two months; which he mod faithfully promifed to pro* 
vide, and have in readinels by the time we fhould be able to move. j

Yefterday Lieutenant Manoury, the Commiffary o f Stores, having reported that / 
the heavy guns, & c. were in proper condition to move, I informed Omdat-uU' 
Omrah that the troops were in readinefs to rnarch, and only waited for the pro'--*' 
fions being fent to camp, and his orders to proceed.

I had often put Mader-ul-Mulk in mind o f the fupplies I depended on, and 
the evening before Lieutenant Manoiwy’s report, I waited on him to enquire whe-* 
ther he had prepared the grain,*&c, that was to accompany the army : he gave me 
the moft pofitive afiurances that there fliould be plenty, and that I might: depend 
on him for the moft ample fupplies. On this I lent for the Cutwal o f the Buzar, 
and afked him what grain had been brought to the camp *, when, to my great 
furprize and aftoniihment, he informed me there were but fifty bags o f rice in 
the Buzar, and that it was with difficulty the people could be that day fubfifted. 
Both the N abob’s Sons were this moment in a tent of m ine; I went to them, and 
could not avoid telling Mader ul-Mulk, with fome warmth, that he had not kept 
h i s  p r o m i f e  to his brother and me, as there was not a meafure of rice in camp, 
but what M r. Caffaniajor had got for the Europeans,’ and not above a thoufand 
fheep ; that we were now on the point o f moving, and he had put a flop to it, by 
his not furnifhing the fupplies o f grain he had from day to day promifed. H e, 
in the true Eaftern manner, began to form a thoufand excufes, and went imme
diately into town to forward this very effential bufinefs •, but although his brother 
has fent him numberlefs mefl'^cs, and I as many more, particularly by Captain 
Horne, to whom he i>romifed in the moft folemn manner it fhould be in camp 
this evening at three o’clock, but I cannot fee the leaft appearance of it j and from 
his behaviour, he feems determined to give us no more affiftance than what he 
cannot polTibly avoid. I have fpoke my mind very freely to his brother and him, 
and abfolutely declared, that whatever bad confequences may arife from fuch con* 
du£t, I fhall not be anf^werable. I alfo hinted to the young Nabob, it was neccf
fary he fhould exert himfelf in this very intcrefling bufinefs, for that there was

6 much
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much at ftakc, nnd every hour we lofl: would be irrecoverable i luu, frni* '• 
motives I  know not, he feems c s i u f i o u H y  to a v o i J  e n t e r i n g  into an\ dr,,utcs i 

his brother, who is abfolute here among the native-;, and will do he plf V . 
I think, on a lervice of this Icind, where every heart and h^nd flioul ! g' tcgcihv-r, 
it was ill judged in the Nabob to fend thefe two b.orhers to aft in ro n citt, be
tween whom there has been, and iVill is, a very vifible diflike to cach other i W  /.̂ <f 
ch a ra a n  o f  the frkhinopoly i j^ b ob is  f o  w e ll known, that it needs not my pen to f  aint it. 
Notwitliftanding fo much time has elapftd, bur one battalion of the Nabob’s has 
joined, with/ome Topafles, a few o f Tondiman’s Colleries, and fome black horfe 
from the Southward, all complaining loudly for money^ D.ividlbn’s battalion laid 
down their arms, and would not march to the camp, ’till they were affured by 
Captain Horne, who happened to be paffing by at the time they were mutinying, 

\ that their claim fliould be difcharged. ;

1 Enclofcd I fent you a Chit from Captain Matthews, which will but Ihevv you 
I  his fituation ; and from what I have feen, it  apptars to turn out quite a Nabob’s ex- 
I petition i which is a very diftreffing refiexfon, when we have lo many fine fellows 

in the field, willing and ready to executc every thing that Js required o f  them.

*•4 fhall do all in my power to comply with your inftrudticns; but fliould it fail 
in any g^rt, there is no one to blame but the youpg gentlemen I have mentipned.

The river has fallen fo much lately, that I have no hopes o f getting any thing 
from Devecotah by water. When the army arrives before Tar^ore, 1 muft find 
a method o f conveying the ftores to it in the beft manner I can.

I mentioned the foregoing circumftance% to your Honour, &c. that you may 
know the fituation of the troops, and not cxpeft more than is in our power to 
cffeft.

I wrote thus far laft night, but receiving frefli promifes that feven hundred 
bullock loads o f rice would certainly arrive in a few hours, I poftponed concluding 
my letter *, and would have this morning commenced my march, but at duy-break 
finding myfelf difappointed ag4 in, I went into the fort to Madf'r-ul-Mulk, to 
know what preparations he had made; and I find that, of about four rhoul’and 
bullocks, which will fcarcely be fufficient to convey fupplies to the Buzar, he has 
not got five hundred, and very few gunny bags : he feems bufy in fending out rice 
in fmall v'luantities on elephants, and )refTin  ̂ hackaries. Finding this to be the 
cafe, and that none o f the Bullock Maiftries will employ their cattle in his fervice,
I  am under neceflity o f  ufing my perfonal credit, and have defired Mr. Hay’s. afTif- 
llance to hire two thoufand carriage bullocks : this is the only alternative, or 

'cantoning the army. They will be employed as the Nabob’s, and on his 
account entirely, but muft be paid by us, as not a man will ftir on his account; 
and the moment I can get the number I have mentioned loaded, I will march. 
As 1 am thus circumftanced, I hope your Honour, &c. will approve o f the ftep
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I ha\^ taken; it is the only tneans in my power to carry your intentions into 
execution. ^

In the hurry o f my fpirits in this bufinefs I forgot to inform your Honour, &c. 
that the young Nabob Oai Jac-ul-Omrah has fignificj to me the neceflity o f ufing 
military compulfion with the Rajah, (who hati refufed to comply with the terms 
demanded o f him) and tJjat he joii;ed the army ĥe i|p:h inftant.

. I have the honour to be,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

W ith the greateft refpeft,
T  richinopoly,

13th Sept. 1 7 7 1. Your moft obedient fervant,
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J O S E P H  S M I T H .

Dear Horne,

T O -M O R R O W  morning I will fend a man for the tubes. W e  have not at 
yet received the money fcom Mader-ul-Mulk •, to-night he promifes to fend my 
fhare, to-morrow Rumley’s. A ll our horfe-keepers have deferred, having two 
months pay due to them •, wc cannot move without thefe rafcals, and they rake 
advantage o f the times. Pray let me know if  orders are out for marcliiug, be- 
caufe I am afraid o f being prevented joining fo foon as I could wifh. I f  the calh 
comes from the young man, I can^paciry my ncceffary runagates j but what 
Rumley will do, I know not.

I am,

Your very affeiftionatc fervant,
Camp, i i t h  Sept.

7 P . M . R IC H A R D  M A T T H E W S .

H a lf a feed of grain to the horfes yefterday, and not any to-day— wc lhall not 
be able to make a Vigorous charge. •

T h e  Prefident acquaints the Board, that on the reccipt o f  the above letter, he 
wrotj the following to General Smith.

Extract o f  L etter from  Governor Du P r i  to General Smith, dated  i  ̂ th September, 1 771, 

Dear Sir,

I  R E C E IV E D  in duecourfe your letter of the 8th, and from the contents was in 
great hopes that your next would have informed me of fome progrefs; but how great

3  my



my dTappointmcnt this day, on the rcccipt o f your general letter o f  the 13th. I was 
but jjiifl: returned from the Nabob; I haftened back to him immediately, rcprcfcnted 
to him the dangerous confequences o f fo capital a ne^ledl as his fecond Son 
had been guilty o f ; 1 informed him o f the mutiny o f Davidfon’s battalion, and the 
dirtrefs ot ^^tihews and Rumley ; and in flioit painted every thing to him in 
proper coloi^s ; he fcemed much concerned ; affurcd me, that there was pro- 
vifion on nigh in Tricliinopyly for all your demands, that money had beetj feift for 
his troopSj and that by whatever miilake or inadvertence the prefent difficulty had 
happened, the next letter would inform me that all was w e ll; I hope it'will be fo, 
and nothing fliall be wanting on my part. The Nabob -immeditatcly difpatched 
away a letter upon the'fubjcCt to Mader-ul-Mulk, which I hope will make him 
more attentive.

You fhall have an anfwer to your general letter from the Board to-morrow, 
which can only be to the foregoing cfFedt: I am fure they muft approve of 

j the meafures'you have taken about procuring bullocks, and the promifes you 
gave to Davidfon’s battalion ; the Nabob however allures me they /hall be paid 
by his leople. I do not think that what has happened could have been pre
vented by the elder o f the two brothers, as their departments arc (as I believe) 

'ftrongly and diftin(ftly feparated, on account o f the want o f cordiality between 
thtm, that fo they may not clafh ; i f  the younger has done this on purpofe to 
thwart the elder, it is mofl; unpardonable.

S.

The following letter is now wrote to General Smith :

To Brigadier-General Jofeph Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on the Coajl, 

’ S I R ,

Y O U R  letter o f the 13th in{^ant was received yefterday, and the Prefident has 
laid before us the letter he wrote to you in reply ; we entirely concur with him in 
approving the meafures you have taken for procuring bullocks, and in the promife 
made to Davidfon’s battalion ; and we muft add, that when we confider the danger
ous confequences o f retarding the enterprize, and that the fliortnefs o f time left 
for aftion will not admit o f your waiting our orders for any mealuics which may 
appear to you expedient and neccffary, it muft be left to you to take fuch means 
for forwarding the fervice as you fliall think proper, and you may depend on our 
concurrence and fupport.

Since writing the foregoing'your letter o f the 13th has reached us, and we 
arc glad to find that you purpofed marchicg immediately j and we hope you will 
meet with no further impediments to your operations.

W e  are, S I R ,  ,

Fort St. George, . Your moft obedient humble fervants,
16th September, 1771. /

JOSIAS D U  P R E , &c. Council.

Before
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Before the above letter was clofeil, the following letter came in from General 
Smith, in confcquence o f which the laft paragraph was added ;

So the Honourable 'Jo fta s Du Pre Efquire, Vrffidtnt and Governor, and Gentlemen o f
Council at Fort St. George. f

4 ^onourable Sir and Sirs, • 13th September, 1771. Camp.

I H A D  the honour to addrefs you yefterday, and therein informed you o f the 
difappointment we had met with in refpeft to provifions for our Buzar. Mader-ul- 
Mullc fent fomc grain to camp laft night; he is now endeavouring to colieiSl with 
great diligence all the bullocks and bags he can ; I fcnt liim from thc.army this 
morning every fpare beaft we . had, amounting to 400, and 200 Mr. Hay' had pro
vided for me fince yefterday. And as the young Nabob, as well as myfclf, have ' 
feverely felt this check to our wifhes, he has expreft great ctefire for t ie army to 
move towards Tanjore : in confequence o f this requcft, and an order for all the 
Sepoys, & c. to furnilh themfelves with four days rice, and collefting what more \ 
at prefent could be got, with aflurances from Mader-ul M ulk, that he would pre- ) 
pare and fend us every fupply in his power, 1 determined to iflue the orders o f 
march, and tljis day propofe fetting forward towards Tanjore. The Nabob’s three 
fons, with Syed Muckdoom A lly  Khan, being affembled at ®mdat-ul-Omrah’s tent,
I again put the queftion to them with regard to the future fupplies for this arm y; 
and then informed them, unlefs they would give me pofitive afluranccs that we 
fhould be under no difficulties on that account, I could not pretend to march hence 
without two or three days rice, and lubjed: the troops to that diftrefs they had e x 
perienced form erly; and i f  hereafter any impediments arofe to our operations, or 
the fervice in any degree fufFcred by their neglefl, that I pofitively declared the 
blame Ihould not reft with me, nor would I rilk my reputation at fuch a hazard. 
T he imprudence o f the young man to whofe charge the grain bufinefs was com
mitted has loft us three d ays; and being but too fenfible that the time is very far 
advanced, makes it the more necelfary for us to pufh at all events j more efpe- 
cially as the young Nabob informs me a body o f Marattas are expedted in the 
Burrah Maul, and it is not improbable but they may come to the affiftance o f H is 
M a j e s t y ,  as he confidently reports he cxpeds aid from that quarter. However, 
now we are on foot, we will do all we can to profccutc this bufinefs with vigour 
and activity, and wi(h the Nabob’s agents may equally do fo. Nazeeb K hin  witli 
the N a b o b ’s  irregulars are ftill at Mutfenpotah, and have a fine Bu/ar it’s faid 
with them •, but why they could not have crofled the river in all this time is a myftery 
to me. V ic ought to have begun three months ago at leaft, and then probably 
H is Excellency's fervants would have had things in order. Mader-ul-Mulk has 
paid Matthew's and Rumley’s people, and their mouths ftopt for the prefent. 
Davidfon's battalion in camp, and two companies o f Topaffes-, Alexander’s, L o u 
don’s, and Goddard’s, ftill at Trichinopoly in receiving pay and ftores. I have 
the honour to be with much Pefpedt,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient fervant,

J. S M I T H .

P . S. I am happy to find it’s only the 13 th :— I made a miftake in the date of 
ycftcrday’s letter. J. S.
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the "Prefident and Council at Fori St, George^ in their ATilitaty 
Department^ 2 1J i Septembery 1 7 7 1 •

C A M E  in the following letter from Captain Povcry, commanding at T rlchi- 
nopoly;

To the Honourable Jo fias Du P re Efquire, P refident and Governor, and Council, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs,
•

A B O U T  f  paft five o’clock this evening I received a letter from General 
Smith, with one enclofed, Gentlemen, for you, which I immediately forwarded 
and for fear of a mifcarriage, I take the liberty o f tranfmitting the heads o f his
1 0 me, r u .

W e arrived near Vellum at 10 this morning, and were foon after vifited by fome 
o f the Tanjore cavalry. About 2 in the afternoon H is M a j e s t y  came to review us, 
at the head o f  all his body o f cavalry and fome infantry, when a heavy rain fell 
for near two hours, and they ftill continued on the ground they occupied : as. foon 
as the weather proved favourable, we advanced on them with Matthews’s cavalry 
and our corps o f grenadiers; they waited patiently ’till we could fpeak to each 
other, but the inftant we began to fpeak from the mouth o f our fixes and Matthews’s 
light guns, they fet out like lufty fellows for Tanjore, and H is M a j e s t y  at their 
head: the moment they difappeared we moved down to the Pettah of Vellum, andt 
gained poflelTion ; but the fort is garrifoned by 1000 Sepoys, 200 Topaffes, & c . 
and we muft reduce it with battering cannon.

You may tell in plain words to Mader-ul-Mulk my great aftonifhment at not 
yet feeing his troops, and a further fupply o f rice here, with Nazeeb Khan’s cavalry;
I have and Ihall again make known at Madras this behaviour o f  h is; and fhould 
any accident happen he alone muft be anfwerable. M ake my love to H ay ; I 
I would write to him, but my eyes are blind with fatigue, having not been off 
my horfe fince 5 this morning, and it is now paft 12 at night, cold, wet, and 
chagrined at thefe reflexions. M y hopes are on Jemmy, and fliould he not 
aflift, you may guefs the reft : fay all to him your own feeling d ila tes , and his 
good heart muft partake.

T ell Mader-ul-Mulk that a detachment o f horfe is gone towards Trichinopoly, 
and that no grain can now come xythout a battalion or two o f Sepoys; many 
people were out in that road this d a y ; but do ftir him, my friend, or I know he 
will do nothing.

9  E  Itt



In confequcnce o f the above, Gf-ntlemen, I immediately waited on the young 
Nabob, and reprefented thinos in the above light, but I am afraid to little cffcit. 
M r. Hay fent him this morning three hundred bullocks with bags, which are not 
as yet loaded. I prevailed on him to detain Captains Alexandei’s and Loudon’s 
battalions o f Sepoys, belonging'to the Nabob, ’till to-morrow morning, (which 
Were marchcd to the Plain) and at the fame time to get aJl the bullocks loaded to 
night, to go with them early in the morning; he has promzled it, but I will nor. 
Gentlemen, take on me to fay it will be done. I (hall do my utmoft for the good 
o f the fcrvice, and you may depend on ir, Gentlemen, there fl-iall be no ntglc(ft 
on my fide. Colonels Bonjour and Rofs, with Major Vaughan, are with the two 
above battalions. I have the honour to be, with the grcatefl: refped,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your nioft obedient and very humble fervant,

P . JAS. P O V E R Y .
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Department, z^d September, \

T H E  Prefident informs the Board, that the Nabob had propofed writing a 
letter on the fubjcft o f the ten Lacks o f Pagodas, which he had uffcred as a pre- 
fent to the Company, provitled the Fort and Country of Tanjore were put into 
his hands, as nicntioned in the Minutes o f the Seleft Committee o f the loth 
Auguft * * . A  letter from him on that fubjedt is now read, as entered in Country 
Correfpondence •f, to which a draft o f an anfvver is now. read and api^-oved.

A T  nine o’clock this evening the following letter was received;

Camp before Vellum, z iJ l  September, i A. M>

Honourable Sir,

g e n e r a l  S M IT H  having been a great part o f  the day on horfeback, and 
very much fatigued, has defired me to acquaint you, that this morning a battery o f 
fix eighteen pounders was opened againll Vellum. By night a breach was made, 
but not deemed prafticable by the Engineers : howeverj  ̂as it was very far advan
ced, a ftorming party was ordered to be in readinefs, and ihere is no doubt it would 
have been carried after a few hours battering in the morning. About twelve at

night.
•* Vide page 731. f  page 623.



night I ortlered Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, with a battalion o f Sq>oys and fomc 
Europeans, to march towards the brcach. T he Colonel fired a platoon, and on no 
return being made, he marched into it at the head a conapany o f Sepoys, found 
the fort delerted, ordered one o f the grates to be opened, and the ren^ainder o f  the 
battalion marched in. From the General’s intelligence it is to be feared there is 
very little proVifion in the place : he propofes to march to-mcxrrow to Tanjore, i f  
pofllble, from whence he will addrefs you himfelf. Nazeeb Khan marched into 
camp this morning with about 1,500 black horfe, Captain Goddard’s battalion o f 
Sepoys, fome Polligars, and 250 bullock loadsof rice. I have been for ibme timepaft, 
and am ftill very unwell, which, with the hurry and fatigue the General has under 
gone, was the reafon you were not daily advifed of the occurrences o f the army. I 
have kept notes o f every thing material that has happened from my own obferva- 
tion, which I fliall do m yfelf the honour, if I am able, to tranfmit to you to-morrow.

I have the honour to be.

Honourable Sir,

W ith the utmoft refpeft.

Your obedient humble fervent,

T H O M A S  P A R K IN S O N .

Extract o f  P rocee^ngi o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St, George, in their M ilitary
Department, 2 ^th September^ 1 7 7 1•

Came in the following letter from General Smith :

Honourable Sir,

Y O U  were advifed by Mr. Parkinfon’s letter o f  yefterday o f the fall o f Vellum, 
which now proves to be a very great acquifition. The fort is regular, and though 
large, compadt, and very ftrong, the works extremely clean and in good condition, 
and the diftrifts belonging to it very valuable. It will be convenient to r<?ceive our 
heavy guns, ammunition, ftores, and lumber o f every kind, ’till we have encamped 
before the city, for it is necelTary the army ihould proceed on our next march as 
lightly equipped as pofTible. 1 did propofe moving in the morning, but the Com- 
miffarv of itoies fays ’tis impoffible to eet the ammunition from the PnanH.i whera
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provifions, and an hofpital fbr our fick, and is not more than fix miles from the 
capital, t have the pleafure to acquaint you, that when the Paddy (which is the 
only provifion that has yet been dilcovered; is all colleaed, I hope it will amount 
to near 3000 Cullums •, I fhall direfl: M r. Cafamaijor to take an account o f the 
whole I cxpeft a return from Colonel Butler o f the guns and military (lores found 
in the place j the latter I believe are very trifling: the returns o f all I ihall have the 

3  honour
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honour to fend you as foon as they arc rcccived. The Rajah this afternoon fent 
two Vackeels to camp, and Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder has jiromiied them an au- 
dicnce to-morrow. I moved the army yefterday evening towards the fort, which I 
imagined haftened the fall of the place. T h ii morning I marched again into the 
Tanjore road, and as we halt to-morrow, I fhall endeavour to fend you a plan of the 
fort. I hope you will make an apology for my filence to the Board, as fince the 
hour I left Trichinopoly, my mind and body have been fo greatly fatigued, I have 
not had a moment’s time to write, and my Secretary has been very unwell.

I have the honour to be 

Honourable Sir,

W ith the greateft refpe£V,

Your moft obedient fervant,

J O S E P H  S M I T H .

Lieutenant-Colonels Bonjour and Rofs, and Major Vaughan, joined the army 
yefterday morning.

ExtraB o f  Treceedings o f  the Trejident and Council at Fart St. George, in tbelr M ilitary
Department, i"jth Septembtr^

R E C E IV E D  this day the following letter from General Smith:

the Honourable Jo fia s Du P r i  Efquire, Trejident and Governor, &c. Council o f  Fori
George,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I S H O U L D  have done myfelf the honour o f  addrefling you fooner, but fince my 
general letter o f the 13th to this hour I have not had a leifure moment, which I 
hope will in fome degree apologize for my filence, and-my Secretary has been un
well. T h e  Honourable Prefident, I have no doubt, has informed you fronv time 
to time o f Tuch occurrences as have come to his knowledge.

The army arrived at this place on the 16th, and immediately on coming to our 
ground, the Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder fummoned the garrifon o f Vellum 
to furrender; but in place.of making any reply to his letter, the Killedar detained 
theflagoftrucea prifoner, and treated him very har/hly: the fame day, at the time our 
troops took poflemon o f the Pcttah, he made his efcape, and returned to his Mafter.

0 »



O n  the 17 th , early in the m orning, L ieutenant-C olonel B utler, w ith C aptain M o n - 
irefor, e x a m in ^  the P cttah , in order to find out the m oft convenFent fpot to c re d  a 
battery on, w hich was com pleted b y  the 18th in the m orn in g, and the guns g o t  into 
it by tw o in the afternoon. T h is  place was reported to  the E ngin eer as the befl: to  
breach from , b u t as I was not th orough ly  fatisfied with the accounts I had received o f  
the depth o f  the ditch, I fent a man on w hom  I could depend, under cover o f  the n igh t, 
to  examine it, and it  was found to be very  w ide, and the water im paffible for the 
troops. T h e  ditch was exam ined in feveral other places, and the Engineers have 
agreed on the fpot where there was no w ater. A  fecond battery was eredted to the 
weftward, and the guns w hich had played from  four o ’c lo ck  in the evening o f  
the 1 8th to fix , in the form er battery, w ere rem oved to the latter, which could not be 
opened before the 20th in the morning-, and notw ithftanding a very hot fire was k ep t, 
from  fun-rife 'till the evening, from  fix pieces o f  cannon, and near eigh t hundred 
Ihot fired, yet the breach could not have been m ade pradticable ’till about three the 
next afternoon ; how ever the garrifon faved us that trouble. O b ferv in g  from  the 
battery the enem y’s fire o f  m ufquetry to be very trifling, I  ordered L ieu tenant-C o- 
lonel Bonjcmr, w ho com m anded the coverin g  party, to advance fom e men to the 
breach, and by that means find out whether they were goin g o f f  or not. T h e  C o 
lonel pufhed his men over the d itch , and with great diificulty raifed fome o f  them  to 
the top o f  the breach, where finding no oppofition, he m oved on with tw o platoons 
o f  Europeans and fom e S ep oys. T h e  remainder o f  Captain C o fty 's  battalion 
marched in at one o f  the gates, which the advanced party opened. A  few  o f  the 
runaways were killed , and others taken prifoners. I attended the you n g N a b o b  
into the fort early the next m orning the 21ft, and at the fame tim e the arm y m oved 
ground to the eaftward o f  the f o r t ; from  whence 1 propofed m arching this m orning 
to Tanjore, but the C om m iffary o f  Stores aflured me it would be im poffible for him  
to bring the am m unition, & c . from  the P agod a (w here it was lotlged for fafety, pre
vious to the fall o f V ellu m ) ’ till noon this day, and he is now bufy fecuring it in 

Jtlie fort ’ till we fliall fend for it to T an jore.

T h e  C h ie f Engineer is defired to take a plan o f  V e llu m , w hich , with returns o f  
the guns, military ftores, provifions, &cc, I fhall have the honour to (end you the m o
ment I receive them . I have ordered M r. Cafam aijor, the Com m iflary on the part 
o f  the C om pany, to take a particular account o f  the grain, & c . which is found in the 
place, w hich, from  what appears at prefent, is far fliort o f  the quantity 1 hoped to 
have found in fuch a fort as V e llu m , w hich for ftrength furpafles any I Ijave feen in 
the Carnatick except V ellou r.

I have gnrrifoned the fort with four com panies o f  Captain C o fb y ’s battalion, and 
tw o companies o f  Topaffes belon ging to the N a b o b , am ongft whom are fcvcral 
gunners. As Captain C ofby mounted the brcach with part o f  his battalion, I th ough t 
he had the beft title to remain after the army m oved from  hence. I hope fr o m liis  
diligence many difcovcries w ill be made with rcfjx-a: to hidden grain, as 1 luppofe 
a place o f  fuch confequeace to Tanjore could not be Icfc w ithout a confidcrable 
Itore in it.

9  ^ Nazecb
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Nazccb Khan, with the Nabob’s Cavalry, Loudon’s, Alexander’s, and a part of 
Goddard’s liattaHon o f Sspoys, have joined; bur the latter corps are very incom
plete in numbers. Captain Matthews’s cavalry on every occafion have behaved 
with greit tteadinefs and intrepidity, fuch as I could not believe had I not been an 
eye witncii. It is a great pity his horfes are not better fed ; they have not ftrength 
to undergo ha'f the fervicc he would put them to, if they v êre taken proper care o f j  
but gram is very fcarce, and little comes to his lhare.

I d id  exp ect to  have found w ith N azib  K h ^  a p len tifu l B u za r, as I w as in - 
forineil by the y o u n g  N a b o b  at I'rich in op oly, that all tlie carriage b u llo ck s  w ere 
w ith  him  on the other fide o f  the Colleroon ; b u t on his arrival in cam p he 
b ro u g h t about fifty b u llo c k  loads o f  rice, and tw o hund.rcd from  M a d e r-u l-M u lk  
on cattle  en gaged  by M r. H a y . W e  have fcarce had a b ag  o f  rice fold  in th e 
B u z a r ; for w ere the fupplies that are brought from  T ric h in o p o ly  to  cam p exp o- 
fed to  p u b lic  fale, the great num ber o f  follow ers w ith  this arm y w o u ld  confum e 
the w hoje in a day. I  am preparing an efcort to  m arch this even in g  for T r ic h i
n o p o ly  w ith  em pty bags and b ullocks, and the Connm iflary’s carriage cattle  foe 
the flores.

I cannot w ith o u t great in juftice  to M r. H a y  o m it reco m m en din g  him  to th e 
B o a rd ’s p articu lar n o tice , for the great care and attention he has (hewn in c o lle ft-  
in g  b u llo ck s  and b ags for the ufe o f  the army, and g iv in g  his afTiftance on every 
oth er occafion w here the fervice required it. I am perfuaded, but for his b ein g  
in d efatigab le  to enable us to  m arch, which he chearfully en gaged  in , w e m ig h t y e t  
h ave rem ained on the plains o f  T rich in o p aly , or been o b lig e d  to return  ere 
this tim e.

T h e  y o u n g  N a b o b  w ith  m e is v e ry  afliduous, and w illin g  to  do all that lies in his 
p o w e r; b u t never h av in g  been w ith  an arm y before, it  can not be fuppofed that he h a i  
any idea o f  p ro vid in g  for it. Som e fheep have been fent from  T ric h in o p o ly  for ik e  
E u rop ean s, and I (hall ufe m y utm oft endeavours to  forward the fervicc w c are- 
em p lo yed  on.

T h e  enem y’s cav a lry , to  the num ber o f  four thoufand, have been very  tro u b le- 
fom e fince o u r arm y arrived fo near the c a p it a l : they have m ore than once en
deavou red to  b reak through our lines ; and about th irty  defpcrate fellow s (m ad  
w ith  b a n ^  pufhed th eir w ay into cam p near the park o f  heavy a r t il le r y ; but they 
p aid  feverely  for th eir tem erity, as not above five m en that 1 could  leari) efcaped 
b e in g  k ille d  ; nor co u ld  one o f  them , had not ou r p eop le  m ifto o k  them  for the 
N a b o b ’s b la c k  Jiorfem en, that are hourly g o in g  in and out o f  cam p  ; th ey rode to  
the N a b o b ’s tent, and ca lled  aloud for h im ; but on the firft alarm  he haftened to 
m e, and w ent to  th e  lines, w here we found fom e o f  the enem y w ithin the pufli o f  
the bayonets : m an y o f  them  and" their horfes w ere k ille d  and w ounded ; thofe 
th at furvived  the N a b o b  fent to  the R ajah  next m orn in g.
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L a ft n igh t about fix o ’c lo ck  tw o V ackeels arrived in cam p frond the K in g , to  
ta lk  m atters over w ith  O m dat ul O m rah, and to  try  to b rin g  about .an accom m o
d a tio n ; th eyd efircd  that Syed M u ck d o o m  A lly  Kh&n m igh t be perm irted to re
turn w ith  them , but this O m dat-u l-O m rah  abfoluteiy  refufcd, and inform ed them  
the a r m y  w ould be near T an jo re  to-m orrow , and m ore conveni ntly  fituated for 
n egotiating than at a diftance- M onajee and D o b beer are ftill confined clo/e, and 
G illegellep ah  yet holds his fw ay over the y o u n g  K in g . T h e  D u tch  and F rench  
have both fent Europeans to his afliftancej the form er fom e gun s, and am m unition 
in abundance.

I  have the honour to  be^

H o n o u rab le  S ir and Sirs, 

w ith  refpedl,

your mofl: obedient fervant.

Cam p near V ellu m ,
22d September, 17 7 r. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

ExtraB o f  Proceedings o f  the P refid en f and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 
Departmenty Monday, 30/  ̂September, 1 771 *■

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u  P rc  E fqufre, G overn or, Prefident.

W arren  H afting?. Sam uel A rd le y
John Sm ith G eo rg e  Stratton
H en ry  B rooke R ich ard  Brickenden
John W h ite h iir  G eorge M a ck ay .

T h e Prefident lays before the Board the fo llo w in g  letter from  M r. C afam aijor ;

7 o the Honourable Jo fias Du P r i  Efquire, Prefident and Governor o f  Fort St. George.

H onourable S ir ,

A C C O M P A N Y I N G  this you w ill receive a cop y o f  a letter feni m e this day by 
General Sm ith ; I have in confequence o b eyed  the direftions he has been plcafcd 
to g ive . A s  a fim ilar cafe m ay occur, I m u ll take the liberty to requeft you w ill 
itnform me how 1 am to adt.

I  am w ith  refpedl,.

H on ou rab le  S ir,

your m oft obedien t

hum ble fervant,
■ C am p near VeUum>

aad September, 17 7 1. J A ‘. H^. C A S A M A I J O R .
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7 b M r. Jam ts Henry Ciifamaljot-,

S I R ,  *

A S  it is indifpcn fably  ncccffary that an account fhould  be taken, on the part o f  
the C o m p a n y, o f  a ll p fovifions and other property found in the fort o f  V e llu m , 
(g u n s  and m ilitary  ftores cxcep ted , w hich the C om m an dant o f  artillery w ill attend 
t o ) ; you  w ill therefore be pleafed to em ploy proper perfons for th at purpofe, and 
m ak e a retorn th ereo f to m e, w hich I lhall tranfm it to  the Board. Y o u  w ill g iv e  
orders th at a diftindtion be m ade in the returns betw een the C ircar and p rivate  
pro p erty .

T h e  N a b o b  has g iv e n  orders to his fervants to  attend at the tim e fuch account 
is ta k in g .

I am,

S I R .

your m oft obedient fervant.
C am p  before V ellu m ,
l i f t  Septem ber, 1 7 7 1 . (S ig n e d ) J O S E P H  S M I T H .

, In  confequence o f  w hich  the fo llo w in g  letter is now  w rote to M r. C afam aijor.

To Mr, Jam es Henry Cafamaljor,

S I R ,

T H E  P refident has com m unicated to  us your letter o f  the 2zd inftant, enclofing 
c o p y  o f  one from  G eneral S m ith , and we approve o f  your h avin g, in com pliance 
w ith  G eneral S m ith ’s defire, taken an account o f  the provifions and other p roperty 
found in the fort o f  V e llu m . A lth o u g h  w e th ink it  extrem ely proper and necef- 
fary th at an accou nt fhould be taken by you o f  w hatever provifion or p lund er m ay 
b e  taken by the arm y during the prefent fe rv ic e ; neverthelels, as the w hole is to  be 
a t  the N a b o b ’s d ifpofal, you are not to take any p art th ereo f under yo u r charge, 
c x ce p t fuch  provifions as m ay be delivered o ver to you  b y  the N a b o b ’s Son for the 
u fe  o f  the arm y, and for w hich  you are to g iv e  rece ip ts, agreeable to  yo u r general 

in ftru ftio n s.

W e  are,

S I R ,

* your affedlionate friends,'

F o rt S t. G eo rg e , ,
:}Oth Septem ber, 1 7 7 1 .  J O S . D U  P R E , & c .  C o u n cil.

R eceived
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Rec^vcd the following letter from General Smith, 25th September:

I'd the Honourable Jo ft as Du P re E/quire, Prejidem  a fid Governor, o f  Fort
Si. George.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs the Board on the 22d, and on the 23d, at day
light in the morning, the army marched and encamped before Tanjore Fort, abuuc 
three miles diriance, E. by S.

On the fall of Vellum the Rajah ordered the Pettah to be evacuated, broke up 
Lis camp, marclied his Sepoys, Polligars, and Peons into the fort, and left his 
cavalry only in the field.

Colopei Flint, with the European and Grenadier Sepoys o f the army, were ported 
at a mofque in the Pettah, about 800 yards from the tort, and a tom lany o f Sepoys 
at a village in tlieir front. That evening, and all tlie 24th, the Engineers were 
employed reconnoitring, and their people cutting wood for fafcines and gabions. 
The enemy began to fire brifkly from twenty-four pov.nders, that flanked our poll 
jH the Pettah, but, though their fhot were very well dirccled, without fuccefs.

There are at Killicotah 600 o f the Nabob’s Sepoys j 500 I have ordered to pro
ceed to camp with the plank, timber, and flores belonging to the Engineers ; thry 
arc to halt at Vellum in their way ’till Captain Loudon arrives there from Trichi- 
nopoly, and both convoys are to come into camp together. Nazeeb Klian, with 
his cavalry, and Capt. Alexander’s battalion, arc to march to-night and reinforcc 
Captain Loudon.

The Engineers having determined to attack the S. E , angle o f the fort, and the 
army being at too great a cliftance to lupport their operations, I moved ground this 
evening, and encamped the troops nearer; but^^t fo conveniently as I could wilh, 
cn account of the water, which is to be had at one particular place only.

TheVackeelsare gone into the fort for inftru£tions, and as the Engineers will require 
two or tliree days to prepare before they break ground, a truce Irom firing on either 
fide was agreed upon, in order to bring about an accommodation •, but the tore 
nevethelels continued to fire the whole day from heavy artillery, and the Vackecls 
arc not returned.

I have the honour to be'.

Honourable Sir,

with refpeft and efteem,

your moll obedient fervant,

J. S M  I T  II.

9  ^  E.vtraci
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Extract o f  P roceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council a t Fort St, George^ in their M ilitary
Departmenty i j i  OSlober, 1771.

Came in the following letter from General Smiths 

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs you the 25th, advifing I  had encamped tTie troop* 
as convcn’ently as I poITibly could to lupport the attack o f the Engineers on this 
place. Thus far advanced, much depends on them ; and notwithftanding they 
have bren making preparations for feveral days paft, they will not break ground 
before the zfith at nighu Ycfterday evening very late I received intelligence 
that the enemy had afiembled 2000 of their bcft cavalry, and as many foot, to in
tercept Capr. Lxiudon’ s convoy between Vellum and camp. Major Braithwaite 
was immediately dvtached wich the European and Sepoy Grenadiers, and part o f 
Capt. Matthewses Cavalry, to give them an alert; they accordingly fell in with 
their advanced-guard of about 200 Horfe, not more than fifty yards diftance, 
when they w«re difcovered by the light of the moon- The enemy immediately 
took the alarm, and were riding off, when the Major threw grap>e amongH: them 
from tive fix pounders 'till they got out of reach. Ourfpies who were with the 
■enemy fay feveral of their people were killed, five horfes left on the plain, and others 
wounded that got off. T he detachment marched on to Vellum, and brought Cap
tain Loudon with his convoy fafe to camp. About 6050 bullock loads o f rice 
and grain, with a large quantity of Buzar fluff, arrived. The public rice, about 
^00  bullock loads, was ftarted at Vellum, and all the carriage-bullocks that were 
•able to return to Trichinopoly were fent back for more rice, efcorted by Cap
tain Alexander’s detachment. Our communication is entirely cut off w ith T ri- 
■chinopoly by the Polligars; fcarcc a letter efcapcs being taken, though difpatcbcd 
iby our bell Hircars*

I have the honour to be with refpeft.

Honourable Sir,

your moft obedient fervant.

Cam p before Tanjore, J O S E P H  S M I T H .
27 th September, 1771-.
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Extraci o f  Proceedings o f  the P rejidtnt and Council at Fort St. George, in th eir M ilitary
D epartment, ^d OBober, 1771.

Received the following letter from Captain Povery ;

7 c  the Honourable Jq/ias Du P r i  Efquire, P refident and Governor, Fort St, George^

Honourable Sir,

Y E ST l'.K D  A Y afternoon Captain Alexander, o f the Nabob’s froops, marched 
with hi<?battalion, and loooofch e Nabob’s Black Uorfe, to convoy the heavy guns 
and the firft divifion of llorcs which General Smiih indented for. Captain Alexander 
feni on. Sir, ycfterday morning, fome horffmen, with a letter to acquaint the G e
neral that he was to march in the evening, as the General had ^iven orders to him 
ro fend before he marched, that he might fend a proper efcort to meet him. Cap
tain Alexander could not go any farther than the Sugar-loaf Rock on the Plain 
yefterday, where he halted with an intention of marching again this morning; but 
.about two in the mornmg the horfemen returned, anti informed C;iptain Alexander 
that they had feen in the road between him and the army 2000 horle and a large 
i)ody of Colleries. Capt. Alexander has taken a ftrong poft on the Rock, and for
tified himfelf very well, fo that it is impofiible any thing in the woild can iiurt 
him, and waits ’ till he gets further orders from the General, to whom I have 
Alifpatched, Sir, fix different Hircars to inform him o f what has pafled.

I have the lionour to be,

with the greateft refpeft.

Honourable Sir,j

your moft obedient

Trichinopoly, 4Uid very humble fervanr,
39th Sept, 1771.

P . JAS. P O V E R Y .

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at F cr t St. G eorje, in their 
M ilitary Department, ifth ORober, 1771.

The following letter was this day received from Captain Povery :

ITt the Honourable Jo fias Du P re FJquire, Prefident and Governor, ^ c .  at Fort St . G eorge. 

Honourable Sir,

L A S T  night 1 received a letter from the General, acquainting me that Colonel 
with the Grenadiers of the army, had marchcd to nuct the cfcort, and

^ *uatc4
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df fired that I would fend four companies of my battalion rojoin Captain Alexander, 
and for him to piocecd, as there were not above 6 nr 700 horfe, inftead o f 2000 
as repbrted : I accordingly lent them, a n .  he is marched this morning. I am forry 
to acquaint you. Sir, ol-' the death of Eiifign R ilph Ford, who died the 28th at 
night. I don’t know, Sir, whether ihe General acquainted you of the death o f 
Enfign Charles Stephens o f my battalion; it happened, Sir, before the GcnepaJ 
kfc this.

I have the honour to be, with the greateft rcfpefl^

Honourable Sir,

your moft obedient

and very humble fervanr,

Trichinopoly, P. JA-". P O V E R Y *
30th September, 1 7 7 1 .

Extract o f  P roceedings o f  the Pr(fident and Council at Fort St. George, in th eir M ilitary
Department, bth 0 8 cber, 17 7 1 .

Came in the following letter from Capt. Povcry, commanding at Trichinopoly :

To the Honourable Jo fu is Du P re EJquire, Prefident and Governor, at Fort St. George^ 

Honourable Sir,

I  H A D  the honour ro receive your favour laft night o f the 28th ultimo, with 
one enclofed for Mr. Cufamaijor, which I {hall take care. Sir, to forward to him by 
the firft efcort, which I expeit very foon, as it is dangerous fending any letters 
but thofe that are made up in a very fmall compafs by the Hircars, there being a 
number o f Collerits and fmall bodies of horfe between camp and this o f the enemy’s.
I hc^pe, Sir, Captain Alexander with the ftores is fafe at VeJJum by this. Captain 
Loudon, and not Colonel Flint, as firft ordered, came to meet him. I conftantly. 
Sir, correfpond with the General from a cypher he gave me before he left this, t  
am often obliged to write the General triplicates in one day for fear o f a mifcarriage, 
particularly when any eicort is to leave this, that he may provide accordingly. I 
had the honour. Sir, to write you the 25th, 26th, 29th, and 30th ultimo, which was 
my iaft. Had I, Sir, received any news from the General in ihe interval o f the 
22d and Z5th, I would have done myfelf the honour to have made you acquainted 
with it. I this morning, Sir, received a letter from the General, dated the 30th 
ultimo, the particulars o f which I take the liberty of fending, viz.

“  W e broke ground late laft night, and all this day the fort have kept up a 
“  conftant fire o f heavy cannon and fmall arms, but to little pur[<ofe. Laft night

four Companies o f Sepoys attacked one of their polls, in which were 1000 
** Colleries, and drove them without the lols of a man, though they fired more 
“  than 100 rounds at them from the fort, and our people paft on the glacis.”

Enclofed
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Enclofcd, Sir, I fend the the m o n t h l y  returns o f the garrifon, and have the 
honour to be, with the grcatcft rcfpeft,

Honourable Sir,

your moft obedient

and very humble fervant,

P. JA s. P O V E R Y .

ExtraB o f  Frocftdings o f  the Treftdent and Council at FoPt Sl G eorge, in their M lita ty
Department, ']tb OSobery 1771.

RECEIVED  the following letter from Captain Povery :

JTo the Honourable Jo jk s D v P re Efquirty ftfJldeH t and Gtmernor, ^ c .  o f  Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to write you laft night, and have this day received a ch ir 
from Captain Cofby at Vellum o f the ift inftant, in which he fays poor N icoll 
rtccived a bad wound in the thigh laft night. T hey are now firing hard from the 
forti our batteries I hope will return the Jalute this afternoon. W e arc fo 
fituated here, that we can fee the fort and every gun that is fired. I have not. 
Sir, heard from the General fince tlie 30th ultimo. This moment. Sir, I have 
the honour to receive both your favours o f the 30th ultimo, with one for rlie 
General, and another for Mr. Cafamaijor, which I ftiall take care to forward by 
the firft fafe conveyance. Y ou  may depend. Sir, on my obeying your orders in. 
a moft- particular manner.

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refpedl,.

Honourable Sir,

Your, moft obedient and very humble fervanr,.
Trichinopoly,

3UOdober, 1771. P . J A^. P O V E R Y .

ExlriiB o f  Trostedings o f  the Frejident and Council at Fort St. George, in thtlr Military,
Department, f)th 06iober^ *7 7 *̂

ilR C E IV E D  the following letter from Captain P overy: ,

% H: To
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Ttf the Honourable Jo fu is Du P re Efquire, PreJiJent and Governor^ i^c. o f  Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir, Trichinopoly, 5th Oftober, 1771.

I H A D  the honour to write you the 3d j fince then. Sir, 1 have not heard from 
the General. I fend you, Sir, a paragraph o f  a letter from Colonel Flint to 
Mrs. Flint.

Cam p, 3d O dober, 1774.

T H E  Tanjore horfe and foot two days ago thought proper to attack our ports, 
and continued for near fix hours fmart firing on both fides ■, they were beat off 
with great lofs, fo much that I fancy they will not attempt any thing o f the 
kind in a hurry. One o f our batteries opened yefterday, which has filenced thofc 
in the fort a good deal. Captain M 'Kenzie, Lieutenant N icoll, Lieutenant 
Campbell badly wounded, and one or two others flightly. Captain Alexander is 
arrived at Vellum , and will be with us this afternoon.

I hive the honour to be, with the greateft refpeft.

Honourable Sir,

Y o u r moft obedient and very humble fervant,

P. J A s . P O V E R Y .

I am afraid, Sir, the Monfoons arc beginning to fet in, as we have had a good 
deal o f  rain yefterday and this evening.

T he following is an extraft o f a private letter from Camp :

ExtraSl o f  a p r iva te Letter from  Camp, dated the ^d, and received the ^th O ^eber, 177^'

I N  my laft I gave you information o f our being employed in making fafcines, 
gabions, & c. A uer a good deal o f deliberation, the fouth face o f the fmall fort 
was dcttnnined to be attacked; and on the 29th at night a battery was begun 
at about 550 yards diftance. On the 30th the fort kept a very hot fire on our 
covering party, and endeavoured to burn our new w o rk; this night we had a 
large working party, bur the battery was not above two thirds finimed. On the 
ift  o f Od^ober, the General being drove to the utmoft diftrefs, having flieep for 
that day only, detached Captain Matthews on a foraging party, with all the 
cav Iry and feme Sepoys. About ten o’clock in the forenoon the fort began an 
unu.ual hot cannonade on our covering party, which this day was commanded 
by Major V aughan; the ftrength of which I will inform you o f fome other 
time. About half an hour after very great bodies o f Sepoys and Colleries, with

matchlock*,
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matchlocks, rockets, &c. took pofleflion o f a watcrcourfe and a garden in the 
front of our intended battery, from whence they commenced a very hot fire, and 
advanced, as they increafed in numbers, from the watercoyrfe to fmail banks, and 
covered every well adapted to fuch purpofe. T he fire from our Sepoys on the right 
and the enemy’s became very h o t; and the Major fearing, as the enemy grew ftill 
more numerous on their left, and advanced on our people, that they would foon 
turn on his right flank,‘detached Captain Cheftiire, with a body o f Europeans, to 
their afTiftance ; but before he got half way, he obferved the enemy’s cavalry com
ing round his left flank from the weft fide o f the fort, and moving round to his 
rear ; this obliged him to recall his party with Chefhire, and form with his rear to 
the fort,.leaving Captain M'^Kenzie, with lome o f his Sepoys, to battle it on the 
right as well as he could. As the cavalry advanced, the Major cannonaded them from 
two Sepoy guns he had with hirn ; which, although it knocked fevcrai down, the 
body took no notice o f them, l>ut advanced. It happened that the Major had 
poft:ed a Subaltern and 2oEuropeans about 300 yards from him at aChoultry, which, 
when he faced the fort, was in the rear o f  his left; as the encrr.y advanced, this 
party was ft uck with a panick and abandoned their poftj which theM ajir obferv- 
irg, det’chcd Captain Campbell with a party to fupport them; but before they could 
join the Major, fome o f them were cut down, and about 500 o f the enemy’s horfc 
made a full charge on him ; but by his perfonal fteadinefs, which kepc his fmall party 
o f  Europeans firm, and the grape from one of his three pounders only, they were re- 
pulfed; but not before one was fo clofe, when he received his death, as to cut at 
one o f our men at the gun ; this hero was fon-in-law to Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, 
who is with us in camp. On the fire’s firft commencing very hot, the General 
ordered a battalion o f grenadier Sepoys to the Major’s afliftance, with whom he 
gave me orders to fee how he went on, and inform him how matters flood. On our 
march the Brigade Major joined me, and galloping on a little in front, arrived juft 
in figlrt as the ehemy had made the above charge •, and waving his hat, and giving 
three cheers, was perceived and anfweredby the Major and his men. By this time 
I  was arrived out o f the Pettah, and dirci^ed Captain Chandler to form his men, 
and moved at their head, as fafl as they could keep up with me, towards the 
Sepoys and Colleries on McKenzie’s flank, who foon gave way •, we puflied them 
pretty clofe to the fort, and then took poft under a little cover. By this time a 
company of European grenadiers, with two 6 pounders, arrived, wliich the Major 
fending for joined him •, and as foon as we had drove the enemy quite clear from the 
buflrcs, & c. where I was, 1 went to the Major, A t this time the enemy’s whoic 
cavalry were aflembling again, and advanced in a much more numeious body 
than he had feen before : by his defire I returned to where I had left the grenadier 
Sepoys, brought them up, and formed in a line with the Europeans on the plain ; 
and the Major defiring me to manage the guns, we began as they advanced a hot 
fire on them, which put a ftop to their progrefs. Clofe by the Choultry our 
Europeans had retreated from is a dry Tank, which a number o f  them got 
into; but the major part of them wheeling oiF, the grenadier Sepoys puflicd out 
and drove them ckar off, and toolc pofleflion of it. During the whole time the fort 
was playing on us very briflcly, and you may fuppofe we fuffered fome lofs. 
The enemy acknowledge to have loft 7 Jemidars, 100 horfcmcn killed, and 200

5 horfes
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horfcs woiMided and 200 horfes killwl, befidcs a great number o f Sepoys and Col- 
kries, and the Commandant, and a n u m b e r  of Arabs the Rajah had in his fervice. 
This ftrolte had been ccyicerting fomc time, and was chiefly dired:ed it is faid by 
the Rajah, by fignals from the fort ; this fecms probable, as different colours were 
feen at times to wave from the walls, which were as full as they poflibly could be 
o f people. I f  he had the direAion, he had the mortification to fee his fcheme 
(although exceedingly well laid, and very refolutely pulhed ftom f  paft 10 to
3 o'clock) foiled, and his people not able to ftand the fire o f our troops.

At night we went to work again on our battery, and a ltlio ^ h  but very flightly 
finilhed, got fix 18 pounders, and two 12 pounders, one 10 inch mortar, and two
8 inch ditto, with 4 royals, which began to fire the 2d in the morning. Captain 
D e Morgan commanded the battery, but not giving fatisfadtion to the General, 
who went to fee the efFedts our fire had, he orderdl another officer to relieve him.. 
Gur fire yefterday and to day has in a great meafure filenced the enemy’s ; and by 
the Nabob’s account out o f the fprc, the Ihells have killed many, and thrown them 
into the greateH conftcrnation.

Matthews returned yefterday with a fupply o f Iheep for a few days ; this 
lias faved the draught cattle of \)ur heavy guns, which othcrwifc we muft have 
killed.

T he General is much hurt at the fcarcity of provlfions in camp, a cruel circunv* 
ftance to a man o f his feelings.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the StleSl Committu^\at Fort S t,G eor^ t Saturday^ i i t h
OBokr, 1 771.

P R E S E N T ,
Jofias D u Pre Efquirc, Governor, Prefident..

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley,

R E A D  a letter from the Rajah ofTanjore, as entered in Country Corref|K>n*- 
dcnce-f', requefting the interpofition of the Prefident in fettling the difputes be
tween him, the Rajah, and the Nabob. A  letter from the Rajah to Moodoo> 
Kiftnah is a lfo rea d j, to the fame purport, enclofing a lift o f the d,cmands made 
by the Nabob, and referring to the Vackecl.

T he Prefident acquaints the Committee, that the Vackeel mentioned in the letter 
to Moodoo Kiftnah is not arrived; that the letters were fent by an inferior perfon, 
who, on the Prefident’s rcprefenting to him the impropriety o f his Mafter’s late 
conduft, and the litt.le regard he had paid to the repeated advice given him by

the
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the Prcfident, had endeavoured to exculpate kis Mufter, by laying the blame on 
Guliabellapah, the perfon now intrufted with the management o f affairs. 
The Prefident further informs the Committee, that he communicated the above 
letters to the Nabob, who recommended that the Rajah fliould be referred to 
Omdat-ul-Omrah, the Nabob’s eldeft Son, to whom the management o f the nego- 
riation was now intrufted} which the Committee approve.

Jof. Du Prc 
Warren Haftings 
Sam'. Ardley.

KxtraS o f  P roceed ing o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Milititry
Department, i^ th  O£loher, 1771.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from General Smith :

Honourable Sir,
I AM  almoft afhamed of myfelf in having fo long been filcnt, when I know that 

your expettations will be on the ftretch hourly for accounts o f our proceedings > 
and indeed I do not wonder at it, when the importance o f the bufinefs wc are 
employed on, the uncertainty o f  the weather, and the very fcandalous manner 
that our army is provided with grain, are caufes fufRcient to excite your anxiety. 
Indeed, Sir, the ittle time that is given to me, from the bufinefs o f the day, 
rather prepares me to reft than to take up the pen ; and Mr. Parkinfon has been ib 
much indifpofed fince we left Trichinopoly, that he could not afford me fcarce 
any afllftance, and has been obliged to leave camp. Captain Horne, at my defire, 
communicated fuch evf^nts as were interefting to my friend Sulivan, and hope he 
has informed you therewith. W hile the fail weather continued, we have made 
a fhift to get rice fufficient from Trichiuopoly to fatisfy our fighting men \ bul^what 
the other parts of the army do for an exiftence. I’m fure I am at a lofs to find out. 
W e have alfo been fortunate in our convoys, for an accident happening to any one 
of them would have diftrefled us beyond redemption. Yefterday arrived Captain 
Alexander with (lores, &c. I at the fame time received one from Mader-ul 
M ulk, affuring me that 1100 bullock loads o f rice was with the efcort; but guefs 
my furprize, on afking Captain Alexander what he had brought, to receivc for 
information only 382 bullock loads, not one day’s provifion for the troops, and 
they had wanted two days before. Some merchants left Trichinopoly at the fame 
time, and whaC with their ftock and his Naboblhip’s, only 500 and odd bags could 
be muftcred. I mention this matter to you. Sir, that you may for a furety know 
Vre have been trifled with in the mofl; effential point.

The weather hai for two days been very wet, and hard rains rather alarm ing; 
but I hope the Monfoon is not yet at hand : we fliould be in very bad plight were 
the heavy rains to break in upon us, and no fupplies in camp or Vellum. Petrie 
retusned from thencc yefterday, after examining the magazines o f paddy, and

9 I afl’urcg'
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aflfurcs me there are not 300 bullodk loads of paddy in rhc place; l  am therefore 
come to a refoliition of fending Matthews on a foraging parry, and try wh.it can 
be found in the Tanjore diftriifts. The bullocki that Hay procured for us, by 
being conftantly em[)loyed, grow weak and feeble*, however I hope they will be 
able to hold out as lontJ as we may have occafion for them. The Colleries are fo 
exceedingly troublcfomc on the road from hence to Trichinopoly* that no Hircar* 
can go fafe ; and they intercept our convoys alfo ; fome o f them have paid dear 
for their infolence, but the hopes of booty takes from them every fenfe of danger. 
T he young Nabob does all he can, poor fellow, and is very willing and ready; 
but the old one has not, by what I can find, fup-)lied with the life and ff ring o f 
every thing clfe— money, and you know, S t, that the peop’e o f this country, unlefs 
they receive pecuniary gratifications, will not exert themfelves, or be ufeful to you 
in matters that regard hot them, unlefs they are rewarded. Here are Colleries, 
Black Horfemen, &c. under the denomination of the Nabob’s troops, and faid to be 
commanded by his eldeft Son ; but on his application to them to go and bring 
cattle, &c. for the ufe o f the troops, they flatly refufed, and pofitively would not 
budge an inch : this he himfelf told me with tears in his eyes ; and I was under 
a neceflity of fending rpy own, after having been put off from day to day, and ’till 
there was not a fheep left in camp. I mention thefe matters, that the other Gen
tleman may not amufe you with falfe ftories.

The conftant efcorts we are obliged to furnifli from hence to Trichinopoly, 
and thofe very ftrong, our working parties, duty o f the trenches and the lines, 
have, fince our being here, fickened a good many of our people j and with 80 men 
at Vellum in the holpital, alfo the killed and wounded, a return o f which accom
panies this, the Pioneer company, and draughts that the Commanding Officer o f 
Artillery will want to affift in his branch, reduce our European corps prodigioufly ; 
and the rainy weather affefts the Blacks very much. W e have on th e  fpot only 
5^ battalions ; Cofby, with four companies o f hrs battalion, was neceflary 
to remain at Vellum, as I could not trull the Nabob’s people there. T he 
place fixed on by the Engineer for the propereft fpot fo r  the attack is fo fituated, 
that we keep there 11 companies o f Sepoys and 150 Europeans; and never lefs 
than 500 Sepoys and 40 or 50 Europeans, befides the Pioneers, working ; this 
brings the duty about pretty fmartly; though, while our men’s bellies are filled, 
they^l never complain. Six companies of grenadiers more, if  they could come 
in time, might be ufeful. The fecon’d day after breaking ground, the Rajah’s 
troops made an attack on our covering party with a great deal o f refolution; and 
had not Major Vaughan been a ftaunch old veteran, we might have fufFered more ; 
but his fteadinefs, at the head o f 120 Europeans and eight companies o f Sepoj's, 
-with two fmall guns, repulfed the flower of the Rajah’s Behauders: they loft 
feveral horfes and men on the fpot, 50 o f the former died o f their wounds, and 
200 dif-ibled, with about 300 men and 7 officers killed and wounded. Since that 
day they have continued very quiet, except a few draggling Colleries, who throw 
rockets at a diftance. In juftice to Major Vaughan, and the Officers that day 
under him, I recommcnd them to your notice, and hope you’ll fpeak of them to the 
Board as they defcrve. Old Mackenzie, and his Commandant ModCn Saib, are both

6 bfldly
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badly wounded r th e  firfl: through the arm, the latter through the bo d y, and the 
Major gives them both- merit and praife. Our grenadier corps was ordered to 
fupport the Major, and I'believe he was not ill pieafed to fee them on the plain.

The Rajah it feems would confcnt to the Nabob’s terms, excepting two articles ; 
thole are,— receiving an Englifh garrifon in Tanjore, and giving up Vellum forever j 

ke w ill not irujl the Nabob's w ord  or his Son’s fo r  a half-penny. N o meffengers 
have lately comc from him, except a flag of truce, after the adion, to ftek for 
fome dead bodies. He's determined to tty).vs fa te , and rather die, fam ily and all, than 
fubmit to the Nabob’s terms, unk fsyou ll interfere. T he fort has in it plenty of fight
ing men,.and they do not appear to want am'munition, for their cannon are going 
from morn ’rill night, except on the face where our works are carrying on; and 
even there, from the Fau^fe-Braye, they contrive to give us a few fliot now and 
then.. O u r  En;;ineers are getting forward,‘ though not fofaft as our wifhes ; and 
though ColonerRofs is a very hrave good ijian, yet being an urter llranger to the 
natives and mode of conducing his branch in this country, it has not gone on 
with that brifkjiefs we could deftre; and Montrefor, having now n5  authority, can
not a£t but by order ; however I hope in a few days we lhall fee the infide, and 
be w i t h i n  too, by the bicffing of God. Many of the inhabitants are fled from 
Tanjore to the fca coaft, and more are hourly going with their efFe£ts and jewels.

As difputes arife between our officers and the Nabob’s when on duty, I could 
wiih the Board would fettle this point, as our lads do not by any means approve 
being commanded by his ftragglers.

Reports prevail very ftrongly, that the Marattas are now in the Burrah M aul, 
and that io ,coo are hourly expefted to the Rajah’s affiftance, and on which he 
builds great hopes ; the Nabob has alfo mentioned this circuinftance to his Son, 
but on what foundation I know not.

Lieutenants M aul, Thornton, Dee, and Gun, are arrived in camp. I fhall take 
an opportunity by the next efcort to addrefs you again, and am with relpeit and 
cfteem,

Honourable Sir,

Camp near Tanjore, Y our moft obedient fervant,
6th 0£t. 1771.

' J. S M  I T  H ,

T h e following is an extrad o f  a pj^jyatc letter from camp.

Extraa o f  a priva te L etter fiom  Camp, dated the i th  OBober, 177 1, and rece iv ed  the \^th.

. O U R  laft efcort brought us fufficient for the Sepoys and Lafcars only for about 
^ J th r c e  days; the General therefore fent Captain Matthews, with his horfe and a

battalion
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battalion of Sqjoys, to Amalpctty» a large town about fifteen miles from us, to try 
what could be done there •, and an efcort o f a battalion and an half, with the bullocks 
and empty biags, to Trichinopoly the 7th in the morning early : iVIatthews found 
the town abandoned, but nonce. In the afternoon o f yefterday, the enemy’s ca
valry were in motion to the weftward o f our fieging party, but kept at the diftancc 
o f cannon-fliot from our poft ; it immediatciy occurred, that their views were on
ly to amufe us, while their principal ol^edt was Matthews or the Trichinopoly 
efcort. T he former proved the cafe 5— five hundred horfe were fent to intercept 
Matthews : I had wrote to him to put him on his guard. This morning his out- 
guards difcovered the enemy, and gave him time to get in readinefs and draw out 
o f the town. On' his obferving their numbers, he advanced towards them, apd 
direded his grenadier troop and markfmen to charge. T he enemy had not cou
rage to ftand— gave way— and he purfued ; they took to the Paddy ground, 
over which he followed for five or fix miles. He is returned this moment to 
camp, and has brought the Jemidar that commanded and about 30 horfemen pri- 
Toners, and between 80 and pohorfes/h e fays he believes there were about 1^0 
men more killed and wounded.

T hey ftill continue a hot fire from the fort, and we daily lofe men. T he batte
ries we opened are at too great a diftance to anfwer the end propofed, particularly 
as the powder is exceedingly bad. However we have carried on our approaches, 
and lart night began a battery for ten guns at about 280 yards from the fort ; by 
the 1 1 th I hope it will be playing on the fort, which will alter affairs very foon. 
Colonel Rofs was lall night wounded by a mufket ball on the cheek-bone; there 
is no danger in the wound, but it has laid him up for the prefent.

In confequence o f which orders were immediately given for the march o f the 
grenadier companies o f the ift and 2d battalions o f Sepoys from hcnce } and tke 
following inftruftions were given to the Officer commanding them:

To Lieutenant Lane.
S I R ,

Y O U  arc appointed to the command o f the grenadier companies o f the ift and 
ad battalions o f Sepoys, now under orders to march to Trichinopoly. You have 
herewith tlv̂  route by which you arc to proceed; and as the detachment will be as 
lightly equipped as poflible, you will march with all expedition, advifing me and 
Captain Povery at Trichinopoly of your progrefs and you will defire him to ac
quaint General Smith therewith.

I am, S I R ,

Your moft obcdfent fervant,
Fort St. George, /

14thO dobcr, 1771 < J O S .  D U P R E .

The
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T h e following letter was alfo wrote at the fame time to Licutenant-Coloiicl 
Tod, commanding at Vellore ;

To Lieutenant-dolonel ^od, cammaHding at Vellort,

S I R ,

Y O U  will be pleafed immediately od the receipt hereof to order the grena
diers ofCaptain Evans’s battalion o f Sepoys to inarch immediately toT richino- 
poly. Yoci will fee that they arc as lightly equipped as pofTible, it being neccf- 
ry that they fhould proceed with all expedition, and you will appoint a careful of
ficer to command them. You will be pleafed to advife Captain Povcry o f the 
time of their marching, and o f their route, and -defire that he will take the firlb 
opportuhity o f acquainting General Smith therewith.

I am,

S I R ,

Your mofl: obedient fcrvarit>
Fort St. George, ,

'14th Odober, 1771.  J O S .  D U  P R K .

A ’ letter was alfo wrote as follows to General Smith, and fent in triplicate t« 
Mr. Dawfon at Cuddalore, to be forwarded by different routes.

Dear General,

I H A V E  received your’s o f the 6th. M r. SuHvan has communicated all the 
advices received from Captain H orn e;— they are clear and ample. W e are all 
exceedingly vexed at the fcarcity in camp, and the caufe: we have no rem edy} 
promifes we have in abundance. I wiih you had wrote fooner for the grenadiers, 
they Ihould have been fent. Four companies march from henee to-morrow by 
Colonel Butler's route, and two companies from Vellore. I f  you have any orders 
for them, fend them to meet the Commanding Officer on the route- Some money 
has been fent j a full fupply goes with the grenadiers. Be under no apprehenfiom o f  
M arattas; »tj> life fo r  it th^ 'il not trouMt us before the rains. ’Twas bravely done o f 
Major Vaughan; and Captain Martliews, as advifed in Capta'm Horne’c» merits 
praife. W hat can I fay more ? Pray let fomebody write a line in cypher every 
day in duplicate and triplicate by various routes ■, i f  they mifcarry ’tis no matter.

1 am.

Your moft obedient fervant.
Fort St. George, ,

HtH October, 177 JOS, D U  PRE*

- '9 ^  Exiraci
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¥.xtriiB o f  Proceedings o f  the Vrefident and Council at Fort Sf, George, in their MlUtipj
Department^ \^th Vtlober, 1771.  ' *

Came in the following letter from Captain Povcry:

‘l o  the llom urabk  JoJias Du P r i  Efquire^ Preftdent and Governor, ^ c ,  o f  Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir,

L I E U T E N A N T  B LAK E,,that went with my four Companies to efcort the pro- 
viiion, is this day returned; and I fhall fend, Sir, to-morrow another fupplv, which 
I hope will laft them a month. I have not, Sir, had any particular news from the 
Cieneral, but have heard that our grand battery was opened the 8th inftant. The 
General, Sir, has a fevere cold, and is a good deal out o f order. Mr. Parkinfon is 
very ill at Vellum , Sir, which I imagifieis the reafon o f my not hearing particu>- 
larly from the General.

I an%,

W ith the grcateft refpeft,.

Honourable Sir,

Trichinopoly,. Your nioft obedient

lo th  O dober, 1771.  And very humble fervanf^

P. JA». p o v e r y ;.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council o f  Fort St. George, in their MijHtar^
Department, iCthORober, 1771.

Received the following letter from Captain Povery :

To the Honourable Joftas Du P r i Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Fori St George* 
Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  this morning fent off Lieutenant Galbraith, with four companies o f my 
battalion, one battalion o f the Nabob’s Sepoys, and fome black horfe which the 
General fent from camp with Lieutenant Blake, and my former four companies, 
with an efcort o f provifions and ftores. Thefe two days paft we have heard them.
Sir, firing exceflive hard i and I dare faj, Sir, our grand battery is opened, as the
report fecms to be from heavy gtms.

I have the honour to be,

W ith■ the greateft refpedb,

Trichinopoly, , Honourable Sir,

12th October, 1771^' Ybur moft obedient

And very humble fervanti

P. JA«. P O V E R Y .

ExtraEl
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I^ tra ct o f  Proceed'm^i o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St, George in their M ilitarj
Department^ \-jth O£iobery I77i«

Difpatched the following letters:

To George Duwfon Efquire^ Chief at Cuddalore,
S I R ,

H E R E W IT H , you will receive copy of a letter wc now addrcfs to Sir John 
Lindfay. The Prcfident wrote to you yefterday, dcfiring that you would by the 
Stag give advice o f the event o f the ficgc o f Tanjorc to the Company’s Secretary, 
for the information of. the Honourable Court of Directors •, enclole in it a copy of 
the lettrrwe now addrcfs to Sir John Lindfay, put them under a flying feal, and
deliver them to the care o f Sir John Lindlay. W e are

S I R ,

Yxjur affcdionatc friends
Fort St George; ,

ly th O d o b er, l yyi * JOS. D U P R E ,  & c. CounciL

Sir John  Lindfay, Knight o f  the Bath,
S I R ,

W E  are informed by the C hief o f  Cuddalore o f your arrival there. As the 
event of thefiege of Tanjorc may happen before your departure, and be known at 
Cuddalore before it can reach us, we have direfted the Chief o f Cuddalore, immedi
ately on receiving the news, to addrefs a letter to the Court of Diredlors informing 
them thereof, and to requeft the favour o f you to take the fame under your care. 
As we cannot doubt but the event o f this fiege, whatever it be, will greatly influ
ence the Company’s flock, wc think it our duty to take every poflible means in our 
power to prevejitany prejudice to uninformed individuals •, and therefore we requeft 
the favour that you will be pleafed to convey the letter o f the Chief of Cuddalore 
by the very firftopportunity to theCourt o f Direftors, that it may be made public; or 
if that fhould not be confiftentwith the rules o f the fervice, that in fuch cafe you will 
be pleafed to tranfmit the-fame to the Secretary o f State, informing him our re- 
queft and motives, and that it may appear wc have no other view but that which 
we hereby declare. _We have direfted the Chief to leave his letters to the Court off 
Directors under a flying feal.

W c have the honour to b e ,,

S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fervants.
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To General Smith,

S I R,

IN  my letter o f the 14th, which went in triplicate, I defired you would grve me-a 
line every day of your progrcls. Sir John Lindfay, with the Stag, is I underftgnd at 
Cuddalore,waiting I imagineto carry with him the news of theeventof the ficge. As it 
is o f the utmoft confequence that the Company fhould have the moft eariy advicc 
thereof, I defire you will lofe no time in communicating the fame to Mr. Dawfon at 
Cuddalore, that he may, i f  the Stag be there at that time, adirife the Court o f  Di- 
reftors thereof j for this purpofe Mr. Dawfon is now inftruded to open all le^ 
ters addrcfled to me or the Council.

V
I am,

S I R,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,
Tout St. George,

i7thOdl:ober, 1 771. JOS. D U  PRE*
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Extra^ o f  Troceedings o f  thn Treftdent and Couttttl at Fort Su Gevrg<  ̂ht th tlr M ilitan  
Defnrtmeni^ Fridi^\ i^ th Octehert 1771.

E rtra fl o f  L etter from  General Smith to the P refdart and Council, dated, Camf hefert
Ttmjore, v i th  O^ober, 1771.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

1 a m  honoured wifh 7«oi7r cornniands o f the 23d and September, with the 
f .  veral extracts from the Court o f Dirnftors’ ktcrs relative to plunder, booty, &c. 
all which, purfuanrtoyour oi'dcrs, have been made public to the troops under my 
command, k  may be thought by the Honourable Board that I have been rather 
rcmifs in my duty in not more fretjuently commuuicating to them the operations of 
the army, and the progrefs we have hitherto made againlf Tanjore; but let me aflfurc 
■them it has not proceeded from any wilful ncglcdt, or defire to withhold that infor
mation which I am certain they cannot but be anxious to have, and which I would 

-attentive, ditlnor a variety o f  ofyeas hourly prefent themfclrcs to engage my at-
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tcntion ; and th<?fe too fo very effential to the army under me, that I confefs my 
thoughcs and mind have not had a ’moment’s relaxation fince the hour we moved 
from the plains of Trichinopoly. W hen the Nabob had undertaken to furniih the 
army with provifions, and engaged his promile that plenty nioirld be provided for ir, 
I was under no apprchenfions, confidering the means in his hands, that we fhould 
cxpcriencc the I'malleft difiiculty on this head ; but I have been moll egregioufly 
Biia-aken-, and with all the care and afliduity of Mr. H ay, together with fuch fup. 
plies as Mader-ul-Mulk has furnifhed, we have fcarce been able to keep this army 
from ftarving. Ky the laft efcort I received letters from the Trichinopoly Nabob» 
informing me that i i o o  bullock-loads o f rice accompanied Captain Alexander. 
Such a fupply would have enabled us to hold outuntil another could be brought; but, 
to my utter furprife and aftonifliment, I found Captain Alexander had only received 
330 bullock loads, not a day’s confumption, and at the time of his arrival we had 
iiot a grain in camp. The bullocks bags were: immediately difpatched back agnin, 
togctlKi with all that could poffibly be coilcdcd in camp 1 but 1 have not to this 
h o u r  heard if they have left Trichinopoly} and we have been driven to extreme 
•diftrcfs, which has occafioned a general murmur through the whole army. Many 
o f the Oflicers’ fervanrs have left them, and many of the Company’s Coolies, &c. 
whom it was totally out of my power to relieve; and to add to our misfortunes, the 
rains have already let in for feveral days, and the weather continues to wear all the 
appearance  of the approaching Monfoon. Under thefe circumftances I detached 
Captain Matthews, with his cavalry and a battalion of Sepoys, to the eaftward, hop
ing that he may intercept fomc convoys going to Tanjore, or at leaft difcover 
where fupplics are to be had : at prefcnt I have received no intelligence from him, 
but cxpc£t it to-morrow. You muft forgive me for mentioning thefc difag>-ccable 
truths, but they bear fo hard upon my fpirits, that it is with difficulty my patiencc 
can fupport it; and I’ll leave you to judge, when at a time the troops had hard 
duty and extreme bad weather to encounter, and when the vigour and alacrity.of 
every individual is reqtiired to carry on our operations, and every encouragement 
fhould be given them, what I mu(t feel in not having it in my power to find them 
a daily fubfiftence. It cannot be expedted that men will go through the fatigue 
incident to our profeffion, unlcfs they arc nourifhed and taken care of. M y own 
feelings on thefe occafions are moft fenfibly afFefted, and renders a fervice, which 
would otherwife be a pleafurc, an irkfome tafk indeed.

The Engineers had railed a battery for fix pieces o f heavy cannon and two fwelve 
pounders, which was intended to ruin the defences o f the front attack, and to dif- 
T O O u n t  the enemy’s guns on that face. This battery were opened the ad inftant, but 
■on trial was not found to have the dciired effeft-, and Colonel Rofs then advanced a 
trench to a watcr£ourfe about 250 yards in front of it, where a body o f our troops 
w’ere immediately pofted ; and from thence, on the fide nearert the fort, ercdted ano
ther battery of ten guns, which was opened the n th , and is within 370 yards o f the 
walls. The enemy have and do ftill keep up a brifk fire, which has killed and 
wounded many o f our men.- The rains have retarded oCir wprking very much, and 
from the (low progrefs on this account, 1 much fear we fliall not be able to reduce 
this fort ’ere the heavy rains let in, and which threaten hourly. M uch of our am-

9  ^  munition
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inunitton has alfo been damaged, and the fire we were under the neceffity to kcq>> 
lip has leffened our ftock more than was at firft imagined. A  further fupply o f 
fhot, and powder in particular, will be reqiiifite, with feme more (hells o f different 
fizes. Our Sepoy corps has I'ufFered a good deal from wounds, & c. and many fall 
from being expofed to the rains. The (ix companies c f  grenadiers from the Jaghire 
battalion, and a number of draughts from each of them, will be necefTary to keep^ 
them tolerably complete. Since Colonel Kofs received his wound, Captain Mon*- 
tref6r has taken charge o f thecorjis of Engineers; and he propofes, fliould the wea
ther prove favourable, to carry on a fap from our advanced battery to the oreft o f 
the glacis, which he commences the 13th at night, and there erefc one for breach
ing both walls. W e  will do all we can, but Ibould the weather prove fo unfavour
able as to prevent his carrying his defigns into execution, we mult remain ’till it is 
more favourable, and feize every hour that prefcnts itfelf to our advantage, I have 
only one concern, and that is for provifions, which we muft endeavour to procurc 
and get to camp by thebeft means in our pow'cr •, and I hope foon to fee a large 
convoy arrive from Trichinopoly, being intormcd that 2000 Gunny bags were fcnt 
thither from Arcot. As foon as I can lay in a few days ftock o f provifions before 
hand, I lhall fend an efcort to Devecotah ; and will try to open a diftinft communi* 
cation, either by Chillumbrum or Worriarpollam, for our letters; but at prefent it is. 
m polEble to get an Hircarrah through the country.

T he Rajah’s Vackoels are in camp with the ynimg Nabob, and very readily agree 
to all his demands, exccpt the entire cefllon of Vellum, and admitting a garrifon 
into the capital. T he young man at prefent appears firm, but is greatly hurt at the 
fcarcity o f provifions.

P. S. Mr. Petrie informs me o f his want of money, and that he has received no 
account o f any fupply being on the road..

^he fo llow in g  is an Ahftra^ o f  the Killed and Wounded in the Affair o f  the \fi 05lohtr^ 
as p er  R eturn accompanying the above L etter.

A R T I L L E R Y :

Bombardiers. Gumicrs. Corporals. MatrofTes,.
K ille d  —  2. o '  o o
Wounded 1 1 1 5 -

E U R O P E A N  I N F A N T R Y .

Serjeants. Corporals. Private*
K ille d  —  o  o  7

W o u n d ed  1 2 2 i

S E P O Y S .
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Names o f the Officers Killed and Wounded.

Lieutenant Henry Nicoll —  Killed.
Captain Alexander M ‘Kenzie,-j

w o u n d ed .

Enfign Henry Dixon, J

The following is a copy o f  a private letter from camp, received at the fa m e 
time:

Copysof a priva te L etter from  Camp fd a ted  the and received  the i^ thO S lok r,

IN my lad I informed you I was in expeftation we ftiould open our new battery 
of ten guns on the lath ; I then gave what 1 ireiagined wov-ld be a day too much j 
but unfortunately very heavy rains fet in here the 8th, and alrhough not conflant, 
have been heavy every afternoon, and great part of the nights fince, which has 
retarded us much : however wc made (hift to open the battery yeftcrday morning; 
and although we made the baftions from whence they fired fo hot that they were 
often obliged to abandon their guns, yet they no fooner found one place too hot, 
than they opened fome other; and as foon as our attention was takrn that way, 
they would beat  the old ones again, or fome other ; and have hitherto kept up 
as hot a fire as we have; and lalt night were as bufy repairing their works as we 
were repairing our battery. Whoever has the direftion o f their works and defending 
them, is neither deficient in knowledge nor aftivity, and will oblige us to carry on 
our approaches with regularity and circumfpeilion : but what is the moft unfortunate 
circumftanc'? is the heavy rains, and fom&lofles that wc have had in the tendereft 
article that could afî 'ed us by it, our gunpowder. If the weather don’ t immediately 
grow more favourable,, we niuil begin to build Pandalls for our men. W e  fhall 
make the beft ufe of our<time iHitil the MonjCoon fets in for good ;. Ihould that over- 
taiic us I efore we are in- pofitflion o f the place, the General i believe propofcs, 
if he can get provifions,.maintaining his ground, if poffible, and pulhing on whcn- 
evtr the rains abate; but as wc daily fuftain lofles, and the troops grow fickly, 
draughts to complete every corps (hould be fcnt, or the enemy, who are veiy nu
merous, may harafs us too much, more particularly as we mufl. have large fora
ging parties and dcorts for provifions.

z  T h e



The General difpatchcd Mafthcws and a battalion o f Sepoys a rice-hunting to 
the caftward yefterday morning, and we have out a battalion and a half, with Nazeeb 
Khan’ s horfc, for fupplics from Trichinopoly ; and in the mean tinie we are very 
glad o f a little Paddy from V ellum : however I don't dtfpmr of writing you in a 
little time o f being in poffeffion o f Tanjore.

A  letter to the Honourable the Court of DircftiTS is now wrote, enclofing copies 
o f  the above letters, to be fent under cover of the following to M r. Dawfon at 
Cuddalorc, to be forwarded by His Majelly’s iliip Stag.

7 o George Da'tvfon Efquire, Chief at Cuddalore.

S 1  R ,
A C C O M P A N Y I N G  this you will receive a letter for the Henourable the 

C ourt of Diredors, which you will deliver to Sir John Lindfay, if he fhould be at 
Cuddalore, requefting his care thereof, and that he will be pleafed to forward it 
with all expedition on his arrival in England.

W e arc, S I R,

Fort St. George, Your affeflionate friends,
18th 0 <5i:obcr, 1771.  ,

JOS. DU PRE, &c. Council

Extract o fP ro ceed in gs o f  the Preftdent and Comcil at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department, 20th OBober, 1771.

T H E  following is a copy o f a private letter from camp, received this d a y; 
copy o f which was fent to Mr. Dawfon at Cuddalorc, to be forwarded to the 
Court o f Diredors by the Stag.

Copy o f  a p r iva te L etter from  Camp, dated the i ^th, and received the l o t h o f  OSlobcr, I7 7 1 .

I  H A V E  the pleafare to inform you, that the 13th at night a large cfcort o f 
rice arrived at Vellum ; the General immediately fent orders for it to remain 
there 'xill further orders. On the 14th, in the morning early, about aooo o f the 
Rajah’s cavalry were in motion on the Vellum road ; but finding the cfcort did 
not move, returned; and in the afternoon the greateft part marched to the eaft- 
ward, as we fuppofe, in queft of Matthews. In the evening Captain K-ulTcll, wUh 
4ix companies o f Sepoys and two guns, marched to Vellum, and this morning re
turned with the efcort ami rice, &c. fafe to camp, to the great joy o f  many thou- 
iands who had hungry bellies. Whether Matthews has received any o f our Hircars 
iincc he marched, is uncertain i  wc have had none return, nor no news immediately

irooi

774 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E I N  1771,



from him, but heard a conficierable deal o f firing from the eaftvvarti this morn
ing ; and one o f my fpics this moment arrived out of the fort reports, that they 
have had accounts that there has been a {kirmifh, in which they huve loft near 
100 men, and Matthews about 40 : this account I do not yet put much credit in.

In my letter o f the 12th I mentioned the heavy rains retarding us much •, though 
not conftant, they ftill continue : however we have not only kept up our fire, but 
have forwarded our approaches, and have greatly‘leflened the enemy’s fire. W e 
are now within twenty pacts o f the covered-way, and to-night our Engineers will 
be able to determine whether it will be necelTary to build a battery on the top 
o f the glacis, for breaching the Fauffe-Braye, or not. Miners arc collefting for 
blowing'up the counterfcarp o f the ditch, which is very deep, and the counter- 
fdarp a folid rock, but I believe not much water in. Captain Campbell o f the 
Engineers was wounded laft night through both thighs, but the bone not hurt. 
Colonel Rofs will be out again in a few days. The General is much better fmcc 
the rice- arrived, and 1 am tired, being juft come from the trenches.

P. S. Monajee, who has been a clofe prifoner for fome time, is reftored to 
power, and inverted with the command o f the army. H ow far, now all is at 
ftake, and the Gentoo Government being liable to receive fuch a Ihock, may in
fluence him, and prevent his refcnting the ill ufage he has received from the 
Rajah, time muft fliew. By all accounts, every perfon in Tanjore, except the 
late favourites, arc greatly rejoiced at this event. He has wrote to the young 
Nabob o f his being reftored to power, and hopes that, by the friendlhip which 
formerly fubfifted between him and the Nabob, he may be the means o f bring
ing about a peace, or fomething to that effcft.
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ExtraSJ o f  Proceedings o f  the Freftdent and Council at Fort St. G eerge, in their M ilitary
Departmenty 20th 05lober, 1771.

R E CE IVE D  the following letters :

the Honourable Jofias Du P re Efquire, Preftdent and'Governor^ Council o f
Fort St. G*erge.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  this day received the honour o f your letter, dated yefterday, with a 
copy of the one you have addreflcd to Sir John Lindfay, which letter I forwarded 
to him on board H is Majcfty’s fhip the Stag, now at anchor in this road.

I have taken eveiy poffible means to obtain the moft early intelligence o f  the 
event o f the fiege o f Tanjore, which Ihould I be fo fortunate as to receive before 
the departure o f the Stag, I will not fail to addreft the Honourable Court o f

? ^  Dircdtors



Dircftors under a flying feal, agreeable to your orders, and cnclofc the copy o f 
y<>ur letctr to Sir John Lindlay.

I have t;he honour to be,

W ith great relpefl:,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,,
Cuddalorc,

i8th OcStobcr, 1771,  Your moft obedient humble fervant,

GEO.  D A W S O N .

Stag, o f f Ctiddalore, \%th O^ober, 1771.
G E N T L E M E N ,

I H A V E  juft now had the honour o f  receiving your letter o f yefterday’i  date, 
and wfill with great pleafure comply with your requeft, in forwarding any letters 
the Chief o f Cuddalore may fend me, by exprel's, immediately on my arrival in 
England. But I am much afraid I fliall not have the happinefs o f carrying any 
news o f importance from Tanjore, as I think it will not be fafe to remain on 
the Coaft longer than to-morrow night or Sunday morning.

I have the honour to be,

G E N T L E M E N ,

Your moft obedient humble fervant,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, J O H N  L I N D S A Y .
Prefident and Governor,
& c. Council o f Madras.

Extra£l o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary 
Department^ Monday, z i j l  Otlober^ *7 7 **

T H E  Prefident informs the Board, that he had applied to the Nabob to know 
whether we could, in any fhape, be affifting in fupplying the army with provifions; 
that the Nabob had informed him that there w.!s a large quantity o f rice at 
Chillumbrum, part o f which he had ordered to be conveyed to a mud fort in the 
Arrialore Diftrift, from whcnce it might be tranfported to camp; and that if we 
could afTift him with bullocks and Gunnies, they would be of great fervice; that he, 
the Prefident, had thereupon wrote to Mr. Dawfon at Cuddalore, dircfting him to 
fend to Chillumbrum all the bullocks and bags he could procurc.

2 Extract
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St, George^ in th eir M ilitary
Department, i\ ft O^obery 1771.

Rcccivcd the following letter from Mr. Dawfon :

'■To Joftas Du P re Efquire, Prefident and Governor e f  Fort St. George.

S I R ,

T H E  Stag failed from this road at about eleven o’clock this, morning, fince 
which I "have received a letter from Sir John Lindfay as tollows:

“  As I have found the greateft part o f my papers that were milTingj I Ihall not 
“  wait for the reft; for I am apprehenfive, from the calms we have had for fbme 
“  days paft, that we may cxpefl bad weather at the full o f the moon, which Is 
“  now very near. I heartily wifh I could ftay 'till the fate o f Tarjore is dee ded; 
“  but it is running too great a rifk, particularly as it is lb very unceftain when 
“  that event may happen. If you (hould receive any intelligence o f importance 
“  before the Stag is out of fight, fire guns and I will return.”

I do not think it improbable Sir John Lindfay may call at one o f the fouthern 
ports, I have therefore difpatched people for information.

This morning I received the enclofed letter under your addrefs, which, agree- 
ably to your diiedions, I opened and read, not without hopes of meeting with the 
much-wifhed-for intelligence.

Left there Ihould be a poffibility o f feeing the Stag again, I will detain the copy 
o f the Board’s letter to Sir John Lindfay until to-morrow.

la m , veryrefpedlfuliy,

S I R ,

Your moft obedient 

humble fervant^

Cuddalore, G E O . D A W S O N .
vpthOftobcr, 177^.
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the P re fd en t and Council at Fort St, George, in their M ilitary
D epartm tnt, x id  October^ ‘ 7 7 '-

7o the Honourable Jo/ tas Du PrS Efquire, Prcftdent and Governor^ Cjfr. Council o f
F ort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

H IS Majefty’s Ihip Stag having failed ycfterday for England, I have now to 
return you the packet you were pleafed to order me to deliver to Sir John Lindfay 
for the Honourable the Court of Diredors.

I am, with the greatefl: refpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient fervant,

Cuddalorc, G E O .  D A W S O N .
20th O fto b e r, 1 7 7 1 .

Extract o f  P roceedings o f  the P refident and Council at Fort St. G eorge y z^d Oct, 1771,

Received the following letter from General Smith :

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  the pleafure, by the return of Lieutenant Galbraith to Trichi rtopoly, 
to inform you that the conyoy o f pxrovifjons arrived fafe in camp two days ago, to 
the great jo y  o f every black man in it, as not a grain was lett when it marched in. 
2000 bags o f rice, and fome for the Europeans, with a quantity o f fair, and a 
number o f fheep, eight thirds of arrack, and fome merchants, compofed the cfinvoy. 
W e expend at the niceft calculation 200 bags per diem, and Icfs cannot do without 
diftreffing our fervants and followers. Since 1 had the honour to write you, our 
apptoaches are carried on ea the creft of the glacis, and we are bufied in forming 
a battery to breach the outward wall, which is o f ftone, very high, and the ditch 
upw ards o f twenty-four feet in depth. However, if the weather keeps fair, I hope 
three or four days more will bring to a crifis this bufinefs. W e have lately loft 
a good many Europeans and Sepoys. Several Officers have been wounded, and 
amongft the reft, Captain Campbell through both his thighs.

I informed you. Sir, that 1 had detached Captain Matthews, with his cavalry and 
a bartalion of Sepcvys, into the Tanjore country to fearch for provifions j but fince 
he left the army f  have not had the lead intelligence from him, which has given 
me much concern. I  have feveral people our, and hepe by to-morrow to obtain 
fome tidrngs of him, which I fliall communicate to you.

The Tanjore Vackeels have been with the Nabob feveral dayf, and AflTavendrow 
to-day arrived with frefh overtures for peace i but I fancy the young man’s ternns 
will bear fo hard upon them, that I believe they will run all rilks rather than 
agree 10 t h em ; you fliall be informed, the moment I learn, how the negotiatwn

goea
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goes on. T a lk  as they pleafe, nothing flops our great gun s ; though the w alls o f  
T anjore arc tough enough.

A s  Captains o f  Artillery were m uch w anting on the batteries. Captain Oates be
ing at times the only one to do duty, I took the liberty o f  appointing Licutervant 
Jones to aft as Captain-Lieutenant until the Board’s plcafure fliould be known : I can 
lay for him, that 1 never faw a better officer on fervice in this country.

I have the honour to enclofe you the returns for the months o f  A u gu ft and S ep 
tem ber, with a lift o f  officers now with the arm y, k c .  M onajee and the D obbeer 
are releafed and taken into favour •, 1 know not w hat change this m ay m ake in po
liticks. *M onajee has wrote a very civil letter to O m d a t-u l-O m ra h : and I am, 
with refpeft and efteem.

H onourable S ir,

C am p, Y o u r  m oft devoted,
17th Odl. 1771.  J.  S M I T H .

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  ike Prefident and Council at Fort St. G eorge, in their Military-'
Department, I'jtl) October, 1771.

Came in the fo llow ing le tter:

H onourable Sir,

A T  prefent we have not m uch firing from  our batteries, the breach in the inner 
wall being fu fficiejit; but muft w ait ’ till the mine is com pleted to blow  io the w all 
o f  the counterfcarp, and that a battery is cut out o f  the glacis for four guns to 
breach the fauffe-braye, which cannot be feen from  our batteries. T h e  E ngin eers 
have funk the fhafr, and arc branching out the g a lle r ie s ; they have alfo begun the 
fap battery on the counterfcarp, w hich, when ready for us, I m ake no doubt b u t 
w ill be breached fit for the troops to m ount in lefs than tw o d ays. T h e  w eather is 
very fine at prefent; G o d  fend it m ay laft fo.

I have now five officers w ounded, but all doing w ell, as are thofe o f  tlie arm y. 
T h e  Scapoys havefuffcred m u ch , but there is rice for them  now .

W e  can perceive the enem y w orkin g  behind the breach, and it is faid th^y arc 
fortifying and m ounting canncm on the w all that divides the old from  the new towtL, 
but thar w ill be o f  little ufe when we get into the fort attacked. T h e  ditch is decpj 
the faufle-brsye about 23-i-feet, the counterfcarp about 1 6 :  I have view ed th em , 
both ycftcrday rind this afternoon.

1 am , w ith  the grcateft refpedt.

H on ou rable  Sir,

Y o u r  m uch o b lig ed

A n d  moft hum ble fcrvant,

J. .  B U T L E R .

9 N  To
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“t o  the Honourable Jofias Du F re Efquire, Prejident, &c. 

nonourablcSir,

SIN C E  I had the honour o f addrefllng you laft, I am fo far recovered as to !«: 
able tu viiir the trenches without much inconvenience.

W e have now funk a fliaft within a few feet o f the crell o f the glacis, and are 
carrying on our galleries, in order to place our mines fo as to blow in enough o f the 
counterlcarp to make the defcent into the ditch eafy ; and we arc at the fame time 
finking a four gun battery in the glacis, whofe embrafures are to be cut out o f it, 
in order to batter the faulTe-braye wall as low as pofTible, the wall o f the body g f the 
place being already deftroyed.

I am, moft refpcdtfully.

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient 

And moft humble fervant
Camp before Tanjore,
20th O dober, 1771.  P A T R . I C K R O S S .

ILxlract o f  P roceed irgs o f  the Vref.dent and Council at Fort St. George, in tberr M ilitary 
Department, Monday, 2 8/i> OBober, 1771.

»»

ExtraSl o f  L etter from  General Smith to the Preftdent and Council, dated. Camp near
tan jo re, zotb Ociobcr, 1771.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

IN  my laft I had the honour to inform you, that I expefted a large ftipply o f 
p r a i n  f r o m  Trichinopoly. Lieutenant Galbraith arrived at Vellum oai the'15th, 
and a detacliment under the command of Captain Ruffell wa* ordered from camp to 
r t i n f o r c e  the convoy, which arrived here the next morning. This fu^ply confifted 
o f 2000 L a g s  o f rice for the Nabob, 7000 Iheep with fait and rioc for the Euro
peans, and eight thirds o f arrack, together with rice. Sic. the property o f merchants. 
It came indeed moft fcafonably, for it was with the utmoft difficulty that I could find 
a fufficient allowance for the Sepoys to keep them in good humour’till this relief ar
rived. Lieutenant Galbraith returned to Trichinopoly with 1700 bullocks for far
mer lupply ot rice, which I hope foon to hear is on the road, and fhall this night 
fend a battalion o f Sepoys for it’s fccurity.

I have at length obtained intelligence of Captain Matthews, but with the utmoft 
difHculry, as the Collcries-throughout the Tanjore country are very numerous,

5  m u J »
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much attached to the prdent Government, and extremely vigilant, fo that not one 
meflengcr in twenty can cicape them. Captain Matthews writes to me from Shola- 
varam, where he has been endeavouring to open a communication with the Nabob’s 
troops atCarpoor, and if  poffible obtain fome fupplieaof grain from thence, and to 
bring it with him. He informs me, that the roads through the Tanjore country are 
extremely bad, efpecially for cavalry, but that he had met with no interruption but 
from the Polligars, who arc numerous. I have wrote, and directed his return to 
camp, as 1 find the fcheme I firftpropofed by no means pradiicable.

I had the honour to inform you, that the Engineers were about to ccfrry a fap 
to the cfeft of the glacis ; this is now effedtcd, and a battery for breaching the out
ward wall begun, as alfo a mine to open the counterfcarp o f the ditch. This bufi- 
ncfs will take up more time than was at firft imagined, as the foil is very hard to 
work, and our Engineers rather too fanguine in their expciflations; as, from what they 
Jiad expreiTcd, I was led to hope wc fhould have been able to have opened a battery 
o f four twenty-four pounders to-morrow morning, but I am now apj>rehenfive it will 
be two days longer ere this be completed. Colonel Rofs is again abroad, and Mon> 
trelbr, from a mu/ketball tliat went through his hat, but did not break the fkin, is 
this evening much indifjwfed. Captain Campbell is wounded through both thighs ; 
Lieutenant Giels, a very aftive young gentleman, doing duty with the Engineers, is 
fliot into the head ; Lieutenant Bonnevaux in the arm : in fliort fcarce one in that 
tori's has elcaped. Lieutenant W iitwer is fick, and only Mr. Maulc remains.

The Nabob has had feveral Vackeels from the Rajah, with offers o f agreeing to 
m o f t  of the articles infifted on, except that regarding the cedion of Vellum.; they 
were this day difpatched to know the Rajah’s final determination : an anfwer is ex
pected to-m o rroW ; which 1 fhall fend exprefs.

\Ve have now near three hundred Europeans fick and wounded, bcfides what have 
been killed, and a great number of Sepoys. T he rains have impaired the health o^ 
the foldiers much, and their duty has been pretty ftverc fince we broke ground. A  
few days more muft put an end to the difpute in favour o f one or the other, and I 
pray they may be fair ones. It is now the aoth of Oiftober, and my fears arc hourly 
alarmed left the Monfoon ftiould break ere the bufincls is finilhed."
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Extract o f  Proceedings c f  .the Treftdent .and Council at Fort St, George^ in thclr MiUtary
I>epartmentt zZtb (Ji^ober, 1771.

Came in the following letters':

•7 b the Honourable Da P re Efquire.

1 H a d  the honour to addrefs you the coth, and then gave you an account of 
our operations. The mine for making a ddfccnt into the ditch, the Engineers have

reported



reported will be completed fome time to-morrow : as foon as that is done, a four 
gun battery, which is in readincfs on the covtred-way, will be opened to breach the 
wall of the fauffe-braye. I have rcafon to think the enemy have made retrench
ments behind the prefent breach, which on that account is to be enlarged from the 
ten-gun battery, and by that means I hope the ftorniing party will be able to force 
their way into the fort to the right and left ol ir. The weather has been very un
favourable ; however that muft not ftand in our way. Captain Matthews returned 
to camp this afternoon, witliout being able to co llet provifions of any kind.

This morning at day break the ten-gun battery began to play on the wall to the 
right o f the breach. It rained a great part of the day ; notwirhftanding a briflc fire 
was kept up, and with tolrrable fuccels. It is cxpeftcd we will be able to open the 
four-gun battery in the covered way on the tiiullL-.braye wall by twelve o’clock this 
night, as the Engineers re >ort, that the mine by tliat rime will be loaded, and fe- 
cured fo as to receive no damage from the lliock of the firing. The ten gun battery 
will continue to enlarge the breach to-niorrow, when I ftiall have the honour to ad- 
drefs you again j and am,

Honourable Sir, with refpeft,.

Your obedient fervant,.
Camp before Tanjore,
i4 th O a o b e r, 1771.  J O S E P H  S M I T H , . '

T he following is an extrad of a letter from Mr. Parkinfon :

ExtfaEi o f  a Letter from  M r. 1 ‘bomas Parkinfon, Secretary to General Smith, dated
05bk r ,  1771.

I H A V E  been a great part o f yefterday and to-day in the trcnchcs; and though 
the General does not like togiveyou  his fentlments as to the time this place may 
holdout, on account of the diiappointments he has met with in our operations, in> 
my opinion two days more will put us in poffeffion of it, if matters arc not agreed 
before that time, and the rains do not fall exceedingly heavy and conilant in the 
interim.

!T<? the Honourable Jefta s L u F re ,.

H on ou rable  S ir,

I A R R IV E D  laft night on the ifland o f Seringham, and crofled the Cavery this 
morning to Trichinopoly. Some cxcecding bad weather, and the badnefs o f the 
joads towards the latter end o f my march, a good deal retarded it j which however is

attended
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attended with no particular bad confequence, as Captain Povcry has not yet re
ceived from General Smith, who had timely noticc o f my approach, any particular
orders relative to the further difpofal o f my people.

I have the honour to remain with refpedt.

Honourable Sir,

Y ourm oft obedient and humble fervant,
Trichinopoly,

a4th Odtober, 1771.  T H O .  L A N E .

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Department, i^ th  October, 1771.

Received this night the following letter from General Smith :

Honourable Sir,
W E  have bc<‘n very much difappointed in our expeftations o f opening the four 

gun battery in the covered-way on the fauffc-braye wall at 12 o ’clock at ni ght;  
it could not be done 'till eleven this forenoon, as the mine was not fecured from 
the (hock o f the firing ’till that time, on account of a fpring which interrupted the 
miners, and by that means another day has been loft ; however a brifk fire hjs been 
kept up from the ten and four-gun batteries, with as much fucceis for the time as 
could be expedted, and will be continued 'till the breach is praclicablc. Captain 
Horne had the' misfortune to be wounded this afternoon, with a cannon ftiot o f 
fmall fize which grazed his head, but 1 hope he will loon be well again.

I have the honour to be.

Honourable Sir,

W ith the grcateft refpeft and efteem,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp before Tanjore,
25 th Oftober, 1771.  J O S E P H  S M I T H .

M R. P E T R IE  prefents his moft refpeftful compliments to you, and dofires I 
may acquaint you, that the .money is far advanced on the way to camp, and 
that all is well on that account. H e had no cypher, or he would have had the 
honour to addr^fs you himfclf.

I  am with refped, >

Hbnour^blc Sir,

Ygwr obedient fervant,

T H O * .  P A R K I N S O N .  
9 O  The
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The following is an cxtrad o f a letter from Mr. Parkinfon, received at the 
iame time :

Honourable Sir,

T H E  morning after to-morrow I think the fate o f Tanjore will be determined : 
the foldiers are panting to revenge the lo!s of their meflmates; the ofEccrs are no 
lefs warm to be on this fervice; and I have not the Icaft apprehenfion o f a repulfe, 
notwithftanding all the oppofition o f their works within the breach.

I have the honour to be,

Honourable Sir,

Your obedient humble fervant,

T H O M A S  P A R K I N S O N .

ExtraB o f  Proceedings o f  the Se!e5l Committee at Fort St. George, Friday,
i j l  November, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prefident lays before the Committee a letter received this morn?ng from 
G eneral Smith, dated the 27th Odtober, advifing that the Nabob Omdat-ul Omrah 
had that morning wrote him a letter, informing him that he had figned the Articles 
o f Peace, in confequence o f the Rajah’s accepting the terms offered him ; and there
fore defiring that hoftilities might ceafe, which the General had complied with, 
agreeable to the inftrudtions lent him at the commencement o f the campaign. 
General Smith further advifes, that Nazeeb Khan and Syed Muckdoom A lly Khan 
were returned to the fort, and that the treaty was to be ratified the next day ; the 
particulars o f which he, the General, purpofed communicating in his next, as far 
as ftiould come to his knowledge.

•
W e cannot avoid expreffing our furprife to learn, from theabovementioned letter, that 

a treaty o f peace has been fo fuddenly concluded. It is certain that General Smith 
frequently advifed us that negotiations were frequently carrying on; butas we engaged 
in the expedition with a profeffed intention of bringing the Rajah to the Nabob’s 
terms, and the Nabob’s Son was fent to negotiate them, it was neceflary that a 
negotiation fliould be carried on at the fame time that our operations were pro- 
fecuted with all poffible vigour. And as the General informed us that the 
Jlajah would never confent to the demands, which the Nabob’s Son feemed

3 determined
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determined not to recede from, we could never fuppofe that an accommodation 
would take place thus fuddenly and conclufively j efpecially after the Rajah’s con-. 
du£t had compelled us not only to appear before the place, but to carry on our 
approaches even to the efFefting almoft a pradticable breach. And when we were given 
to underftand by the laft advices, that the troops were in great fpirits and eager for 
the affault, we'could not imagine that at fuch a crifis any,other terms would have 
been accepted than the furrender o f the fort at difcretion. However, as we arc 
yet ui^iformed of the conditions on which a peace has been concluded, and have 
no intimation o f the grounds and reafons for fuch a meafure, we muft keep our 
judgment f u f p e n d e d ,  until we can obtain a full and particular account o f all cir- 
cumftances *, for which purpofe a draught o f  a letter is now prepared to be wrote 
to General Smith from the Board, and for that purpofe it is agreed to fummon the 
Council immediately.

Jof. Du Pr6 
Warren Haftings 
Sami. Ardley.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Friday, ift November, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquirc, Governor, Prcfidens^

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
----- -------------- George Stratton
Henry Brooke ---------------------
John Whitehill George M ackay.

T H E  Board having; aflembled, purfuant to the defire o f the Seleft Committee,
the following letter from General Smith is read ;

T i the Honourable Jo/ ias Du P re Efquire, Prejident er,d Governor o f  Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs you the 26th, a duplicate of which is as 
follow s:

I have nothing material to add to my laft ; the guns from the ten and four-gun 
batteries are kept playing slight and day, but the latter has not made the im- 
preffion on the fauffe-braye wall that was expedtcd ; however we muft perfift ’till a 
pnadlicable breach is made.

T he garrifon keeps up a very hot fire ; and, notwithflanding every precaution 
wc lol^ both Europeans and Sepoys every day, particularly artillery men. *

T he
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The Rajah feems very defirous to accommodate matters with the Nabob, but 
noibing is yet cpncluded.

I have now the honour to acquaint you, that this forenoon I reccivpd a letter 
from the Nabob 0 :nddt-ul-0 mrah Behaudcr, informing me he had figned arciclci 
o f peace, in conl'cquenctfof the Rajah’s accepting the terms offered him; and rhere- 
fore dcfired I might ceafe holtilities, which was complied with, agreeable to the 
inftruftions I had the honour to receive from the Board at the commencement of 
this campaign.

Nazeeb Khan and Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan are returned from the fort, and 
to-morrow the treaty is to be ratified, I underftand, in due form ; the particulars 
whereof 1 ftiall have the honour to communicate in my next, as far as comes to mjr 
knowledge.

I have the honour to be, with refpe£t and efteem,

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp near Tanjore,

27th O dober, 1771.  J O S E P H  S M I T H .

T he Seledt Committee lay before the Board their Minutes o f this day on the 
foregoing letter, together with the draught of an anfwer prepared in confequence, 
which is approved, and ordered to be wrote fair and fent away immediately.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John Smith 

,  Geo. Stratton
Henry Brooke 
John W hitehill 
Geo. M ackay.

T he following letter to General Smith, agreed on by the Committee, and ap
proved by the Board this day, is now fent away :

'To Brigadier-General Jofeph  Smithy Commanding Officer o f  the ‘troop i on the Coajl.

S I R.
T H E  Prefident has communicated to us your letter to him o f the 27th Odtobrt", 

wherein you inform him, that Nabob Omdat ul-Omrah having -fignjficd to you 
that he had fiô ned articles o f peace with the Rajah of Tanjore, and defired that in 
confcquciicc thereof holtilities might ceafe, you had complied therewith, agreeable

to
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to  the inftruftions yo u  received from  the Board at the com m encem ent o f  the 

ctnipaign.

That fuch was the tenor o f  our inftruftions is moft certain ; we were not autho
rized to give any other, as the Nabob was principal in the war, and the Company 
only auxiliary : yet as the eyes o f the Powers around are fixed on the Company, 
as the effcftive ftrcngth and fiippcrt o f the Carnatick, the honour of the B 
arms is deeply intcrcfted in this event. All the late letters from the army have g'\ 
us caufe to rhink that the’ fiege advanced fuccefsfully ; and the lafl: letters of rl 
26th fpcak o f  the breach as being almoft prafticfible, and o f the army, boch 
officers and men, as wiftiing for the hour that Ihould lead them to the aflaulr, not 
doubting of viftory. A t this crifis you inform us, that a peace has been definitively 
concludcd; we muft fuppofe the rcafons were ftrong and clear : but however co
gent they maybe, we cannot but lament that the Britilh arms arc thereby deprived 
o f that cclat, which they were on the point o f acquiring.

W e beg you to receive this as it is meant, not even to hint at difapproljarion of 
any thing that has hapi>ened : we hold, and (hall hold, our judgment lulpcr.dcd and 
free from bias, until we fliall be*minutely informed o f all circumftaaccs} and it is to 
dcfire of you fuch information that wc wri:c tliis.

*■

W e are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fcrvants,
Fort St. George, ,

ift ^lovember, 1771.  ' JOSIAS DU P R E , & c. Council,

A P P N  D I X. No. XXII. 787

ExlraS o f  Pmeedin^s o f  the Fejt^ent and Courtcil at Fort Sf. George, in tJ.'cir Military. 
Department, Monday, j^th November, 1771.

P  R  E  S E , N  T .

Jofias Dfl Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident;,

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
l-U nry Brooke Richard Brickenden
John Whitt?hill George Mackay.

T H E  following letter from General Smith, received tliis day, is now read ^
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Sc the llonourablt J.o fia s Du P re Efquire, T refiknt and Governor, Council o f  Fort St*
George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A D  thehojiourto communicate to y o u r  Honour, See. the-operations o f the 
army previous to our fuccefs in the reduction o f  the-Fort o f Vellum, and in part 
our tranfaftions Cnee that time.

On the 23d- the army marched and encamped before Tanjolre, diftance about 
two miles and a half. A  party was advanced the fame day to a Choultry, about 
eight hundred yards from the fort, and a company o f Sepoys to a village iu their 
front. T he Engineers were employed reconnoitring the ground,, and in fearch. 
o f  the moft favourable fpot for their attack.

On tlie 24th at night I received intelligence that the enemy’s cavalry had? 
moved to our rear, in order to intercept our convoys coming from Trichirtopoly. 
Major Braithwaite, with the European and Sepoy grenadiers, was detached in order 
to give them an alert; but as they are always prepared to move on the ftrft alarm, 
they got off with the lo fso f a few men and horfes ; however, it had thegocxl confe- 
quence o f making them cautious not to encamp at night within our reach on the 
plain. The Major halted ’ till the efcort with the heavy guns and ftores ordered, 
from Vellum joined him, and marched into camp next morning.

On the 25th,. the Engineers having agreed that the fouth-weft angle o f the 
fort was the moft likely place to be attacked with fuccefs, I moved tlie'army as 
near that quarter as circumftanjces would admit of, in order to fopport rheir 
operations. On the 29th, the redoubt battery intended for ten guns, but after
wards called the fix gun battery, atfirft fuppofed to be fiv€ hundred yards diftance,. 
but proved to be upwards o f fcvcn hundred, was begun, in order from thence to 
deflroy the defences.- •

T he army by this time began R) be fo much diflre/Tcd for provifions,. having 
but little rice, and nota day’s beef, mutton, or fait, ijiat I was under a nece/Hty o f 
ordering Captain Povery at Trichinopoly to drive any cattle he could meet with 
and ftnd them to camp : Captain Matthews was alfo detached to fcour the country 
with his cavalry for the enemy’s bullocks and llieep, if any could be found, to- 
fuppJy the men.

On the i f t ’o f October, about 9 o’clock.in the morning, the cannon from the 
fort began to play on our befieging party with uncommon brilknefs ; and about
10 the enemy’s Colleries fallied, and afTembled in great numb, rs, under cover o f a 
watercourfe, and fbme high ground in our front. They were foon reinforced by 
a very large body o f Arabs and Sepoys j and being increafed to upwards o f five 
ttioufand foot befides horfe, they advanced towards our party ; which confifted o f

three
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three companies o f the fevcnth battalion o f  Sepoys in the redoubt battery, not 
then finifhed, and eight companies o f the fixth battalion, with an hundred Eii>* 
ropeans, pofled near and in a watercourfc, under the command o f Major Vaughan i 
and twenty more, with an officer, were detached to a Tank and Choultry, about 
three hundred yards to the front o f his right. The enemy advanced on his 
right, and appeared as i f  they intended moving round the flank o f the eight 
companies of Sepoys; to prevent which the Major detached a party o f his Euro
peans and a three pounder ; but on perceiving their cavalry galloping from the 
weft face of the fort towards his rear, he recalled the party, and drew out his 
fmall body o f Europeans on the plain facing the cavalry. T he Sepoys would not 
quit the watercourfe, tliongh their Captain and Commandant ufed every means 
in their power to get them to join the Europeans.

It unfortunately happened that the twenty Europeans detached to the T ank 
ami Choultry, were alarmed on feeing fo large a body o f horfe,. and endeavoured 
to join the M ajor; but before that could be done the horfe were at their heels, and 
cutfom eof them to pieces ; though their retreat was favoured as much as poffible. 
Flufhed with fuccefs, this body charged the Major alfo, who by his perfonal llea- 
dinefs fo encouraged his party, that the enemy could make iio impreffion on him j- 
and after keeping up a fmart fire o f grape from his three pounders, they retired. 
A  Jemidar uf the enemy’s fell at the muzzle of one o f our guns, and feveral o f  
their befl men within a few yards.

The Arabs and Sepoys were juft fo far advanced as to be able to flank the 
eight companies in tlie watercourfe, when Captain Candler, with the firft bat
talion of grenadier Sepoys, whom 1 had ordered from camp to re-inforce M ajor 
Vaughan, made his appearance, and foon repulfed them, A  company o f E u
ropean grenadiers, with two fix pounders, arriving alfo from camp, the Major 
ordered them to join liim and obfcrving the enemy’s cavalry had formed again, 
and, notfatisfied with their firft repulfe, were advancing, as i f  determined to try the ' 
event of a fecond charge, he ordered the grenadier Sepoys, then on his 'ght 
watching the motions of the infantry, to be drawn up, on the plain on his left, and 
as the enemy came on cannonaded them, which they vrithflood but a Ihort time,, 
when they thought proper to retire. Here this grand elilrt o f the Rajah’s, which 
lafted upwards o f two hours, ended, without being able to deiboy our v/orks, 
or make any imprefTion on the party who defended them; though he had, by 
fignals from the fort walls, diredled the movenncnts o f his troops himfelf. H e 
Ibft that day fcven principal Jemidars, about a hundred i-nen killed, and two 
hundred wounded, of his cavalry, belide a Commandant o f infaiUry, noany Arabs, . 
Sepoys and Colieries.

On the ad, to my great fatisfaftion, Captain Matthews arrived in camp with a 
fupply of bullocks and flieep for the troops. Our ndoubt ba:tery was opened 
this day, and the next a three gun battery begun, which was opened tht 4 th ,. 
both to deftroy the fences. On the 5th and 6th, our approaches were carried 
on from the three gun battery to a great watercourfe in our front. The next day
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Captain Matthews marched again in fearch o f provifions, and fomc o f  the village 
people, who had only feen his advanced party, confifting o f  a fingle troop, carried 
i;:relligencc to the R ajah; on which he immediately detached three hundred horfe, 
with orders to bring them in : they advanced too near to get off without a fkir- 
milh, in which many o f  tliem were killed, tliirty men and eighty three horfes 
taken j the remainder returned to the fort, and Cfaptain Matthews to camp. T he 
horfes were fold by outcry, and the prifoners fent to Vellum at the Nabob’s 
defire.

On die I ith, a ten gun breaching battery was opened about three hundred 
yards from the w a l l ; and Captain Matthews marched a third time with the ca
valry, a battalion o f Sepoys, and fix light guns, in fearch o f provifions.: he was 
direfted to proceed to the caftward, in hopes to intercept the enemy’s convoys, 
■or make difcoveries o f Padily to fupply rhc troops j but he failed in this attempt; 
and as there was no profpeil o f any fupply from Trichinopoly in time, I was 
exceedingly alarmed ; and had it not been that Tondiman’s people brought two 
kittle convoys, o f about five hundred bullock loads o f rice, to camp at this criti
cal tirr>e, which they did not do before or fince, I cannot fay what the confe- 
quence might have been ; v/r could not have held out to the 15th, when a con
voy o f about two thoufand bullock loads of rice "eached us from Trichinopoly, 
which with management would fupply the troops for ten days.

By the i6th,  the enemy’s guns on the face attacked were mofl: o f them filenced, 
their defences deftrcyed, and a fap begun. On the i8th, we made a lodgment on 
the creft o f the glacis, finifhed the cavalier o f the trenches, the parallel to the 
right and left of the covered-way, fecured the rear o f the cavalier to the left for a 
liiirteen inch mortar for ftones, and the fame day began the mine to throw the 
countcrfcarp into the ditch. The nrxt day the fap was finifhed, and the fap bat
tery for four-guns began. The ten gun battery had been kept playing for fomc 
lime paft on the wall, and a breach was in great forwardnefs.

On the 23d, Captain Matthews returned to camp without any provifions.

It had long been my wifhto beat up the quarters of a body o f horfc encamped 
on the glacis, under <'over o f the guns on the north face o f the fort; but our troops, 
with detachments, efcorts, working parties, and other duties, were fo much har- 
rafled and fatigued, I could not fpare a force fufficient for the undertaking 'till 
Captain Matthews’s detachment returned. And as Captain Kelly had dcfired to be 
employed on that fervice, and his battalion being the firfl: for duty, I direded him 
to march on the 25th in the nighr, and make a fweep round the weft face, and en
deavour to get into their camp by furprizej at the fame time I marched Captain 
Alexandei’s battalion to the eaft face of the fort, iliere to be in readinefs to attack 
the flank, as foon as I perceived Captain Ktlly had entered their camp. I waited 
•till near day light in the morning, and not hearing any fire from that quarter, I 
returned to camp with ibc baBctiion. Captain Matthews, who had moved into the 
plain with his cavalry fo cover Captain Kelly’s retreat, or to take any advantage

2 o f
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o f the enemy that might offer, was ordered to return to camp. About 10 C a j^  
tain Kelly came in, and reported that the enemy’s out guards were fo vigilant, and 
fuch a number of Colleries on the weft face, it was impoffible for him to furprize 
the main body.

25th. This day the fap battery o f four guns was opened on the faufle-braye wall, 
and both it and the ten gun battery kept playing night and day.

On the 27th, the Engineers reported that the breach would be pradlicable by the 
next morning, both in the fort and fauffe-braye wall, and it was relblvedto fpring the 
mine to open a paflage into the ditch; but before noon I received a letter from Om- 
dat-ul-Omrah Behauder, (a copy o f which L have the honour to enclofe) informing 
me he had figned articles of peace, in confequence o f the Rajah’s having accepted 
the tenns offered him ; and defiring me at the fame time to ceafe boftilities, which I 
complied with, agreeable to the inftrudtions you were pleafed to honour me with o f 
the 29th o f Auguft.

I have mentioned but one fally o f the enemy’s, as being the principal; notwith- 
ftanding they were very frequent, and always repulfed, but not without fome lofs. 
The befieged kept up an inceflant fire firom the fort ever fince we came before it, 
’ fill the peace was made, both from mufketry and artillery, particularly the eighteen 
and twenty-four pounders taken from General L a lly ; and it is my aftonifhment how 
their magazines leld out.

I  have a very particular fatisfaflion in afluring the Honourable Board, that the 
officers and men under my command have fliewn, during the expedition, all the ftea- 
dinefs, alacrity, and chearfulnefs in the execution of every part o f their duty I could 
wifli, and fhall on all occafions be happy to exprefs the fenfc I entertain o f their good 
behaviour during this fiege.

Enclofed I have the honour to fend you a copy o f the treaty made with the R a 
jah, and delivered to me by the Nabob Omdat-ul-OmrahBehaud^^r; alfo a return o f 
the military ftores taken at Vellum, and a return o f the killed and wounded •, and 
when M r. Cafamaijor has got an account o f the plunder taken at Vellum made out, 
and fends it in, I fhall have the honour to tranfmit it alfo.

*

Tranjlation o f  a Papery containing the Articles a greed  to by the Rajah o f  Tanjore, dated
l o t h  Octoberj  1 7 7 1.

T H E  two years Pelhculh, amounting to eight Lacks o f Rupees, I am to pay 
in ready money.

For. the expenfes of the army I am to pay thirty-two Lacks and fifty thoufand 
Rupees.
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• , Whatever lands, money, and cffeds, I have taken from the Marawar and Nalcooty 
Zemindars, I will reftore.

W henever Horfe, Sepoys, Peons, &c. fighting people, are required, I am to 
fend them ; and they are not to return ’till they have leave from Court; and the 
charge o f Batta, & c. is not to be required of the Circar.

Should the Paddy, which the merchants and people belonging to the Company 
had in the Tanjore country, have been plundered, I am to anfwer it.

I am to have nothing to do with the Marawar, Nalcooty, TondimanJ & c. and 
i f  they are guilty o f any improper a d , their punilhmcnt is to be from the 
Circar.

W ith the friends o f the Circar I am to be in frendfliip, and with it’s enemies 
in enm ity; and I am not to give place or protcflion in my country to the ene
mies, and thofe laying under the difpleafure of the Circars.

I f  I have taken any thing from the runaway Polligars o f Worriarpollam and 
Allianore, I am to reftore it j and if  they arc in my country, 1 will deliver them 
to the Circar’s people.

I have given a feparate treaty o f friendlhip.

I f  any Europeans in the ferviceof the Circar or Company have dcferted,and fled 
to me, I will deliver them up.

I f  the Company’s trade in the whole Tanjore country fliall be continued, I am 
to ul'e their weavers well.

T h e  fort o f Vellum to be given to me hereafter; it muft be deftroyed. f

T h e diftridts o f Elangad and Coiladdy to be conferred on me.

I  am to give up to the Circar the villages of Tewanoor, &c.

I  am to give up to the Circar the Jaghire diftridt of Arny.

Tranflation o f  an Engagement under the Seal o f  Rajah Tuljaujee^ dated i^ tb  Octo
ber^ 1771.

T H E  firm engagement o f Rajah Tuljaujee, Rajah o f Tanjore, to the Circar is; 
T hat whereas, in part o f the ftipulation in favour of the Circar o f the Nabob

t  Something feem* to be wanting in thi« article to complete the fenfe ; it is conformaWe to two 
copiei, but in a_third it runt t h u » “ I give up to the Circar the fort of Vcllura.” Sec another Copy 
of the Articlei in Appendix No. XXJV.

W aulau
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W aulau Javi, the fum o f thirty-two Lacks and fifty thoufand Rupees is ftipulatr J 
to be paid ; in lieu of payment thereof in fpecie, I have appointed the Subah- 
fliip of Manewarum, and fome diftridts o f the Subahfhip o f Cumcurruni, the 
annual revenues of which may amount to fixteen Lacks and twenty-five thoufand 
Rupees, for the difcharge of the fame j and accordingly the fame will be entirely 
difcharged by two years revenues of the faid lands : and after the receipt o f the 
faid money by the Circar, I ’lhall take back again the faid two Subahlhips which 
belong to me.

Tranjlation o f  the E ngagm tn t under the Seal o f  Rajah Tttljaujee, dated z o th  October, 1771,

T H E  firm engagement and true acknowledgement o f Rajab Tuljaujee, Rajah 
of Tanjore, to the Circar of the Nabob W aulau Jau, are;— That with the friends o f 
the Grcar be will be in friendfhip, and with it’s enemies in enmity ; that he will 
on no account whatever, either fecretly or openly, afford afliftance or fupport in 
any fhape to the difturbers o f the peace of the Carnatick; that he will always 
join and be in friendfhip with the Circar •, that whenever his troops, Horfe, Se
poys, or Peons, lliall be required, he will fend them with his Sardar, and not de
mand their expenfes from the Servants o f the Circar; that he ihall pay the ftated 
Pefticulh yearly, without deceit or delay ; and that in future he fhall not under
take any operations whatever. In teftimony of which. I, the faid Rajah, have 
given this engagement under my hand and feal; fwearing thereto by the faith of 
the religion I profefs, that the fame hereafter may appear as a Saned*

Tranjlation o f  a Copy t f  a L etter fr om  the young Nabob to G eneroi Smith, da ted  i ‘]th
October, 1771.

I H A V E  acquainted you from the beginning of the negotiation between the 
Rajah of Tanjore and me; you are therefore probably fully apprized thereof. I 
now likewife inform you, that the Rajah has agreed to my demands; the firft 
of which was, that he is on no account whatever to afford affiftance in any lliape 
to the difturbers o f the peace o f the Carnatick j which be has agreed to, fwearing 
to the fame by hb religion ; I have therefore made peace with him, and lliall
fend my trufty people to him, agreeable to his dcfire. The Rajah will lirft flop
the firing of his g u n s; which done, you will be fo good as to fend orders to the 
Officer at the battery, that as foon as- he fees a white flag hoifted upon the fort, 
he will ftop ‘ ĥc firing likewife from his guns. A ll this has proceeded from the
bravery and valour of yourfclf and the army.

I W hat can I fay more I
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i-; Return o f  the K illed and TFottnded in the Army commanded hy B rigadier-G eneral 
Jo feph  Smith, fr om  thetr leaving Trichinopoly to this date. Camp before Tanjore, 
z llbO Q obery  1771.
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European Cavalry 
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i l l  Battalion o f ift Regiment

I ft Battalion o f 2d Regiment 

Grenadiers o f zd  Batt. o f 2d Reg. 

Engineers

S E P O Y

X

1
0

u
•

tn
.£

a ,
cd

u

•
V)
CCQ
C
a
3
w

•
</)
c
(sD

vs
c

W

cn
C

1-4
0* M

■s
C3

E

•
c
<u
s
B
3

0

•
»)

"ww
0
a,
t-i
0

U

•

B
S
□u<

a

i>■s
Dh

30
H

[Killed 2 2

Wounded
^Killed 3 I 4 8

Wounded 1 2 3 5 5 18 3 *
‘Killed 13
Wounded 3 2 36 41
’Killed I 1 2 1 1 14
Wounded 2 I 2 I 38 42

'Killed I I

Wounded 1 5 6

‘Killed
Wounded I I

(
z

Total I 2 5 3 5 6 5 12 2 ia8 160

C O R P S .

4 Battalion

5 Battalion

6 Battalion

7 Battalion 

9 Batta

10 JiattalioQ

•
S
2

U

•(/)4->
c
COJ
3

•
c
tajD

ic
B

M

•cnA-l
Bc«V

■E?

*->cPS
CCQ
e
s
0

u

•v>
M-aM
3V3

«c/)1m
HD
E

•—I

<r>

2

X

Q.̂
s

.fip

2

•
g

J

2u
e
E
H

Q

•tn
S'

M

u Cu « JT
S  

1  2

fK illcd 14 H
Wounded 3 I 3 1 2 16 22

“Killed 1 I 8 8

Wounded I I I 2 I 12 16
'Killed I I 2 3 11 17
Wounded I I I 2 6 6 3 4 4 9

^Killed 1 I 2 1 2 1 22 29
W ounded I I I I 4 I 5 3 60

'K illed 1 1 1 3 6
Wounded 1 2 I I 21 1 5
‘Killed I 2 9 12
Wounded 1 I 21

Total I 5 I 8 1 4 7 17 18 2 2 6 224 281

Lift



a p p e n d i x . N o. XXII. 795

L iji o f  Officers k tllei and wounded.

Captain Matthew Horne, Aid-du-camp - 
^  Lieutenant M'^Hugo - - - - - -
^  Lieutenant Giels, aaing,as Engineer 

 ̂ Lieutenant F . W . Clawfon -
^  Lieutenant JF. W . Hudfon - - -

.Lieutenant F. W . Douglas - - -

! Lieutenant W eld killed.
Lieutenant Darrell, _ 1  wounded

Lieutenant Bonnevaux, ading as Engineer,/ *

o
U

t
cJ5

f Lieutenant Barton - - -
Lieutenant Campbell - -

Lieutenant Davis - - -
L T> 1' rLieutenant Henry N icoll killed.

5t a a ion ^Ljeutenant Stuckey wounded.
6th ditto Captain M'^Kenzie wounded.

7th ditto Enfign Dixon wounded.
Engineers— Colonel Rofs and Captain Campbell wounded.

N . B. Exclufive of this return, there have been 36 of His Excellency the N a
bob’s troops killed and wounded; i Tindal, 7 Lafcars of the lionourable Com
pany killed; and i Syrang, 2 Tindals, and 34 wounded.

J O S E P H  S M I T H ,  Brigadier-Geneul.



An Account o f  Ordmncty and all other JVarlike Stores, taken in the Qarrifon o f  Vtlluf%
%%d September, 1771-
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Quality, N um  Diameter Length of Nature of -

ber o f of Bore. the Guns. Metal, Remarks.
each v> 4A

Nature.
QJ

JS
t5

 ̂ t
Us

P-( HH

Ordnance.
54  Pounders I 5 83 s 6 Iron Mounted
1 1 <ittco j 3 4 56 7 4 ditto Not mounted
9  ditto 1 4 2J 7 4  ,ditto Mounted
S ditto 2 •4 7 3 ditto ditto
7 ditto 1 i 7 2 ditto ditto
•6 ditto 4 3 ■66̂ 5 2 ditto 2 mounted, and 2 not ditt«
5 ditto 
3 ditto

I 3 40 6 I ditto Not mounted
2. 97 3 8 iBrafs,ilron 1 mounted, and i not

a  ditto 4 2 5 4 3 4 Brafs 2 ditto, and 2 ditto
1-7 ditto ' c 2 3 ‘ 4 IT ditto Mounted
I ditto 2' 3 iBrafsjilron 1 mounted, and i not

■i ditto • * .2 I 1 0 3 1 iBrafsjiIron I ditto, and i  ditto
¥ '1 8

■ w 
2 f IS 2 Iron ;

2 5 X \ 13 II ditto
I 4 1 0

1 ^ 12 2 ditto Without a chamber
2 6 4

■ 0 10 s i I Brafs,ilron

Malabar ' 
Guns

f
I

•t

7
6

,5

t1 X
1 % 
> 0
1 Jt

9
9
6 4

Iron
ditto
Brafs

I 4 23 7 Iron
I 2 1 X 5 ID ditto
-I >

1 0 4 4 ditto

i 4 , h ditto

N . B j T he implements for the above guns are unfcrvlcciblc, and very few in 
.numbei; the carriages alfo are very bad.

Filled
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A  P

i l Pounders

9 ditto
a ditto
6 ditto

i ditto

4 ditto

3 ditto
2 ditto
It  ditto
I ditto

a ditto
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Filled Cartridge*.

3
2

S
I?
2 2

7  
1 7

4
8

2 4
IS

Powder o f different Sorts.
lb .

Ccarfe large grained ------  —  —  6400
Coarfe fmalkr ditto — —   -----  850

Round Iron Shot hammered.

24 Pounders —  —  •—  “ “ 3
14 ditto —  ——  -------5
12 ditto —  —  —  —  ao

9 ditto ------- —  — —  21
8 ditto —  ------  —  -— 87
7 ditto —  — . —  95
6 ditto —  ------  -------  177
5 ditto ------  —  ------  166
4  ditto —  —  ---------- 141
3 ditto ------  —  —  I j o
2 -- ditto —  ----------
2 ditto ------  — —
l - t  ditto —  ---  ------  y o
j ;  ditto ------  ,1—  - jf

Ball Cartridges, between the fize o f a mulltet and a carbine, 1 3S70
Loofc Balls for Buckaneer nnufkets • —  _35000
Rockets, of ilb . 140Z, wt. each, without the ftick ——  184
Blue Lights ------  ------  ---  22

,  . ,  -lb.
Iron cut :nto fquare pieces for grape ------- --------------- 280

Saltpetre unpulverized f
‘  " dirty ------  ------  Pots 2

Rough Sulphur, not refined ___  __ lb. 160

J. M A N O U R Y ,  Commifl;\ry o f  Stores.



"The Board's Obfervations and Orders.

W E  have alreadv, in our letter o f  the i l l  inftant, defired General Smith to give 
VIS all the information in his power o f the caufcs and motives for concluding a 
pcace at fuch a cril is; and It is agreed that the Nabob be applied to by letter for 
information touching the fame : in the me.intime we fhall defer any animadverfions 
thereon, until we are fiirnifhcd wirh rhe neceflary materials. W e  car only fay, that as 
it appears to us infcvure, it is neceffjry we IhouTd make every ponible preparation 
for any event that may hapjien. General .Smith is therefore to be defired to tranfmit 
to us a general return of the artillery, amniLinition, and ftores remaining, with an 
account o f their Hitte and condition, accompanied with an indent o f whatever may 
be farther requifite, in rafe It fhould become neceflary to recommence hoftiiities. 
And as gunpowder is an article which will be molt wanted, and in which we are 
very d.'ficienr, he is to be defired to be as exadt as pofTibie in his calculate of the 
quantity required } and to endeavour to obtain from the Nabob’s Son, Mader-ul- 
M ulk, an exadt account of what remains in his (lore at Trichinopoly and i f  
po(Fible to infped; his magazines and get it proved ; and if  it be bad, to fee if It 
can be made at Trichinopoly, or if an additional ftock can be made at that 
garrifon ; in which cafe fupplies o f brimftone and faltpetre fliall be fcnt.

By the treaty it appears that the fort of Vellum Is either to be delivered up- 
to the Rajah or demolifhed; and as it will require a confiderable time to 
denvilifh it, fliould the Nabob determine to do fo ; and as the Prefidcnt informs 
the Board, that the Nabob had fent pofitive orders to his Son on no account to deli
ver It up to the Rajah, and pfojiolcd addrefling a letter to us on the fubjed;; General 
Smith is to be inftrufted to place a fufficlent garrifon in it for the prefent under the 
command o f one o f our officers, with the neced'ary ftores j and that it be not given 
up without our exprefs directions for that purpofe.

As General Smith has not Informed us whether he propofed to withdraw the 
army immediately from before Tanjore, or wait our inflruftions for that purpofe, 
w e  are o f opinion that General Smith fliould be inftruAcd not to rellnqullh the 
advantage he has gained, left the Rajah fliould be guilty of any breach of his 
engagernents : upon this however General Smith muft take the opinion o f Omdat- 
ul-Omrah. But If the Rajah fliould have complied with his engagements, and in 
confcqucnce thereof the guns fliould have been withdrawn from the batteries, the 
works demo!iflicd, and the army retired from before the place; in that cafe General 
Smith muft be Inftrudled, after leaving a fufficlent garrifon in the fort o f Vellum , 
to order the remainder o f the troops Into Trichinupoiy and cantonments.

As we Imagine that the ftores o f ammunition in Tanjore muft be very much 
reduced, If not quite exhaufted, General Smith is to b̂ e defired to obtain the bell 
information he can o f their ftate and condition, and whether the Rajah rs taking 
any and what means to obtain fupplies from the Frcnch, the Dutch, and the Danes.
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W e obferve with great iatisfailion the favourable mention made hŷ  General 
Smith of the behaviour of the officers and men o f every corps during this expedi
tion j befide a due attention and regard to their refpedive merirs, we can only offer 
them our tbanJcs; particularly to Major Vaughan, whofe fteady conduct and firm- 
ncis on the ift Odlober del'ci ves tlic mofl; honourable notice*

Letter to the Honourable the Court o f Direftors o f this date is now read and 
figned to go to Bengal, to be difpatched by the firft fliip from that Prcfidency; and 
ordered that a duplicate be fent by Pattamar to Bombay, to be forwarded ovcr-land, 
or by the firlt fliip that may fail'from thencc for jpngland.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John'WhitehiU 
Geo. Mackay.

Extract o f  fro cted in gs o f  the P refidint anei ComcU at Fort Si George, in th eir M ilila iy
Department., 'jth Novembery 1771.

ExtraSl o f  LelUr from  the Prefident and Council to General Smith, 

S I R , .

ON the 4th inftant we rrceired by Captain Montrefor your letter o f  the 29th
October, with the papers it fefers to.

In our letter to you o f the rft inftant we acknowledged the receipt o f your’s o f the
2 7thOdober, advifing us o f the conciufion o f the peace: as we have therein defired 
you will give us the cleared information in your power o f the caufes and motives 
to the conciufion of terms of peace at fuch a crifis as you defcribe, vve (hall only 
obferve here, that whatever they were, we are very apprehenfive that it will prove 
infecure. W e do not mean now to animadvert on the terms, .or invefiigate their 
future csnfequences j yet, under the apprehenfions we have exprcfi'ed, it feems 
neceffary thr/, in the very commencement of the peace, wefliould be providing as i f  
we were on the eve of a war. W e therefore defireyou will, as foon as poflible, fend 
us a general return of the artillery, ammunition, and ftores remaining, with their 
ftate and condition, accompanied with an indent o f what may be further requifite, 
in cafe it fliouKl become neceflary to recommence hoftilities : we would on no 
account have the idea entertained that we mean to do fo, and we wifh even to con- 
ccal from the public that we are apprehenfive it may becomc neceflary j but it is

9  S proper
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proper that you (hould know our thoughts on this fubjedt, that you may the better 
aflift us with your advice and opinion.

T he article o f which you will fland mofl: in need will no doubt be gunpowder, 
and in that our ftore is mod deficient; you will be pleafed therefore to be as exaft 
as poffible in your.calculate of the quantity required. W e defire you will endea
vour to obtain from ihe Nabob’s Son, Mader-uI-Mulk Behauder, an exact account 
of what remains in his (lores at Trictiinopoly; we wifh you could infpedt it in his 
magazines and have it proved ; and if any of it be bad, and it can be re-made at 
Trichinopoly, it would be very proper to have it fet about immediately : and if  for 
this purpofe, or for making an additional ftotk o f powder, fupplies o f faltpetre and 
brimttone be wanting, we will fend what may be required. W e beg you r,o enquire 
into this matter, and give us all the information you can.

Although you have fent us a copy of the articles o f peace, many explanations are ne- 
ceflary; thefe we expcdV to receive from the Nabob, and until we receivr tht-m wc 
can form no determinate arrangements. We underftand tliat the Nabob is at liberty 
to demolilh the fort o f Vellum, or rellore it to the Rajah ; it appears to us to be a 
fort of great importance. If it (hould be refolved to demolilh it, as the place is o f 
great extent, it mud be a work of time ; meanwhile it will be very proper that a 
ftrong garrifon be kept in it, furnifhed with all necelTary means o f defence as far as 
may be. If this letter (hould reach you before the artillery and (lores you had in the 
field (hall be brought back to Trichinopoly, we defire you will confider what part it 
may be neceflary to leave for (bme time at Vellum, and that you will give orders 
accordingly; advifing however with Omdat-ul-Omrah Beha'uder on this fubjedl. 
W ith relpeft to the garrifon to be left in Vellum, and the command o f the fame, 
we ex^cd (hortly to have the Nabob’s defire fignified to us in writing, and we (hall 
then write to you more pariicularly : in the mean time, the N*abob having informed 
the Prefident, that his pofitive indruftions to his Son are, that Vellum be not given 
up to the Rajah without his particular and exprefs orders, we defire you will appoint 
one o f the Company’s officers to remain in the charge and command o f that garri- 
lon, with like indruAions, until you hear further from us on that fubjeft.

Our meaning is, that until you (hall have received orders from us to deliver up 
the fort o f Vellum to the Nabob, the Company will remain in the charge and pol- 
fe(fion thereof; and therefore it is our exprefs defire that you will on no account cither 
reftore it to the I^jah, or dedroy it, until you fhall receive our particular and exprefs 
dire.^ions to do fo. W ith refpeft to the time and manner o f  delivering over the 
charge o f the fort to the Nabob or his order, we cxpedt fhortly to receive a letter 
from him on that fubjefl; we fhall write to you in confequence.

W e wifh you had, in your letter of the 27th, informed us v/hether your intentions 
were to withdraw the army immediately from before the place, or wait for indruc- 
tions from hence •, concluding, by your filence, that you would have retired before 
any advices could reach you, we thought it needlefs to fay any thing on the fubjeft. 
However, as it is reported, (b late as the 2d inftant, that you had not withdrawn the 

J guns
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guns from the batteries, in confequence o f fome hefitation on the part o f the Rajah 
in complying with the payment ftipulated ; we think you fhoiihl not relinqiiifh the 
advantage you have, if the Uajah fliould be guilty o f any breach of his engngcmenri 
but upon thii it is neceffary you fhould take the opinion of Oindat-ul-Omiah Behau- 
der. If the Rajah fhall have complied with his engagement, and in confequence 
you Ihould have withdrawn your guns, demolilhed your works, and retired from the 
place ; in that cale, after leaving a garrifon in Vellum, the reft o f the army muft, 
for the prefcnt, return into garrifon at Trichinopoly and into cantonments: the parti
cular arrangements upon this occafion wc leave to you.

As the (lores o f ammunition in Tanjore muft be very much reduced, if  not quite 
exhaulled, we recommend to you to obtain the beft information you can of their 
ftate and condition; whether the Rajah is taking any, and what meafures to ob
tain kipj)lies; and whether he receives any, and what afTiflance herein from the 
Frcnrh, Dutch, or Danes.

W e read with great fatisfaflion the commendation you beftow on all the ofHccrs 
and men o f every corps who have been under your command in this expedition : 
bcfides a due attention and regard to their refpeftive meriis, we can only offer them 
our heatty thanks ; particularly to Major Vaughan, whofe condudt and firmnefs on 
ihe ift Oftober defervcs the moft honourable notice.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary
Department^ ^th N ovember, 1771.

A L E T T E R  was this day wrote to the Nabob, defiring information regarding 
the particulars of the peace, and the motives for it.

From Governor Du P r i  to the Nabob o f  the Carnatick^ dated ^th November, 1771. i"

SOM E days are now elapfed fincc your Excellency communicated to me the ad
vice you had received from your Son Omdat-ul-Omrah Rehauder, that he had 
granted peace to the Rajah of Tanjore; I have alfo received the lame information 
from General Smith, but 1 am not informed of the circumftances and motives. It 
is true that the Company’s forces took the field tofupport and enforce your negotia
tions with the Rajah, for obtaining fatisfadion of your demands; and therefore our 
inftruftions to General Smith empowered him to commence hoftilities when Omdat- 
ul-Omrah C“hauder fhould fignify to him the propriety o f doing fo, to extend even 
to the reduftion of Tanjore ; and ceafe hoftilities, if  it Ihould be fignified to him by 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behq ĵder that he had obtained fatisfadion. Had the Rajah in 
the beginningfubmitted himfelf, and had your Excellency then granted luch terms 
as (hould have been thought lafe and honourable to the Circar and the Company, it 
might have been advifable to do fo ; but the Rajah has afted a very different p a rt; 
he let both the Circars and the Company at defiance, and compelled the army to 
lay a regular fiege to his capital; and many lives have been loft, and great quantities

o f
f  Vide the Nabob’s reply to this letter in Appendix. No. XXIV.
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o f  military ftorc? liavc been expended- The adviccs I received from cIk camp even 
fo late as the a6ih Oftober, the day before figning o f  the peace, informed me, that 
the fiege advanced fuccelsfully, that the breach was almoft praflicable, and that the 
officers and foldicrs were in good fpirits : under thcfe circumftances, there was every 
reafon to hope that the fort might loon have been taken ; and your Excellency then 
might have given the law, and fettled the affairs o f the Tanjorc country in a proper 
manner. It will alfo probably be fuggelled, that the concluding a peace at fuch a 
crifts implies, and may be conftryed by the world, as a declaration o f doubt whether 
the fort could be taken or not. Your Excellency well knows that I have a great 
regard and friendlhip for Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, and that hi? honour and repu
tation are dear to me ; not only on his o w n  account, but becaufe they are dear to your 
Excellency : I have alfo a great opinion of his wildom and p'^udence; and therefore 
muft conclude that he had good and fufficicnt motives for concluding a peace deci- 
fively at fuch a crilis. I have wrote to General Smith to give me all fuch informa
tions as are proper on his part; I rcqueft alfo that your Excellency will be pleafcd 
to give me fuch eclairciflements as may come to your knowledge on the part o f 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder.

I beg the favour alfo that your Excellency will be pleafed to communicate to me 
the terms o f the peace, with fuch explanations of them as may enable me to form 
a judgm ent o f the meafures which are proper to be now taken in confequence 
thereof.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejidcnt and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Department, i i t h  November, I ' j ' j i .

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias I>u Pre Elquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardlcy
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke

Sot ' e x p e d i t i o n  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1771.

John Whitehill George Mackay.

T H ^  Prefident informs the Board, that the Nabob has acquainted him that the 
Rajah o f  Tanjorc has confented to the entire ceflion o f Vellum, as alfo o f Coiladdy 
aod Elangad.

T h e  Board arc much furprized at not having received any advices from General 
Smith of what has been in agitation fince the conclufion*of the peace, or what 
was intended in confequence thereof; nor any anfwer to the letter wrote him oa 
the ift inllant: the following letter is therefore now wrote him, to accompany 
duplicates o f  our letters o f  the ift and 7th inftant.

n
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2 e Brigadier-General Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the ‘troop i on the Coaji,

S I R , •

W E  wrote to you the id  inftani in anfwer to your’s o f the 27th O dobcr, where
in you advifed us of the conclufion of the peace; having received no anfwer thereto, 
nor the Icaft intimation from you of any kind fince then of what has been in agita
tion, or what was intended in confequencc o f the peace, either on the part o f Omdat- 
ul-Omrah Bchauder, or in refpeft to your own command, we muft conclude that 
letters have been intercepted : we thtrefore fend you herewith a duplicate o f our 
letter o f the i ll  inftant, and atfo a duplicate o f  our letter o f the 7th inftant, in 
anfwer to-your’s of the 29th Oftober, received by Captain Montrefor,

W e are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George, ,

I ith November, 1771. J O S .  D U  P  R  h', & c. Council.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Vrefident and Council at Fort St. G/’orge, in their Military 
Departmentt Monday, \Zth November, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Biooke Richard Brickenden
John Whitehill George Mackay.

R E A D  the following letters from General Sm ith:

To the Honourable Joftas Du P re Efquire, Preftdent and Governor^ t s o  Council o f  Fort
St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  been honoured with your letter o f the ift inftant, exprefling your con
cern that, when the operations o f the army were fo far advanced towards the redudtion 
of Tanjore, as in all human probability to enfure fucccfs, the Britifti arms fhould be 
deprived of that eclat which they were on the point of acquiring; you were pleafed 
alfo to defire to be minutely informed of all the circumftances rcfpefting the reafons 
fiar making peace at that ciifis.
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On the 28th I ha9  the honour totranfmit to you a copy o f the Nabob’s letter 
defiring me to ceafe hoftilities, and three papers which he told me contained 
a copy o f the treaty; th«y were enclofed in my addrefs to your Honour, & c. giving 
you a detail of our tranfa<5tions from the time the army arrived before Tanjorc to 
the concliifion of the peace ; thcfe papers, 1 Batter myfclf, you have received by the 
hands o f Captain Montrefor, and from them I have no doubt the Honourable 
Board will be able to judge how far the Nabob ought to be influcnccd to make 
peace from any diffidence in our fuccefs-

Few days pafTed, after our arrival before Tanjore, that Vackeek were not palling 
and repdffing from the Rajah to the young N abob; and he more than once lent to 
me d.firing a truce whilft they were negotiating; which I would by no means 
grant, and, as far as it was polEble, haftened on our operations.

W hen matters drew near a crifis, I daily informed the young Nabob o f our 
progrefs, afluring him we had every human probability o f fuccefs; and knowing 
thel'e people to be tedious and dilatory in their negotiations, I did not ccafe firing 
night and day, in hopes to make the breach pradlicable ere a peace was concluded j 
and in that cafe the troops would mod affuredly been ordered to the aflault: but 
the day before it was expeded to happen the young Nabob’s letter was delivered, 
and we were obliged to ceafe hoftilities.

It is true, in many o f my letters to the Honourable Prefident, I have very freely 
given my fentiments with refpcft to the Rajah of Tanjore, and urged that I thought 
tio medium could be prefcrved with hun; but at the time I did fo, 1 hoped, when
ever an expedition did take place, that it would be with a firm reiblution on the part 
o f  the Nabob as well as the Board to reduce him entirely. Soon after our moving 
with the army, from the many intexcourfes the young Nabob had with the Tanjore 
Vackeels, and their continual negotiating, I began to fufpedt that this bufinefs 
would end in an accommodation. Circumftanced as you were with refpeft to the 
Nabob, and the limited authority you of neceflity inverted* me with, I could only, 
by urging fuch arguments as I thought moft likely to keep the young Nabob ftcady, 
and by daily informing him o f the progrefs we were making, hope to inducc him to 
go  on with the a tu ck , and make the conqueil.

T h at the Rajah has been greatly humbled, and reduced to fuch terms as the 
young Nabob demanded, and thought faf'eand honourable, is evident; but it is 
impoirible for me to inform the Board o f his real motives for not reducing him to
tal y i — tbefeticne xnuft difcover.

W ith refpeft to the honour and eclat that would have attended our arms, in cafe 
•of owr fucceeding in the attack and fall o f a place o f fo much confcquence as the 
C ity  o f  Tanjore, which we had every reafon to hope, I with you moft fincerely re
g ret; and chi* you will readily believe, when you confider that fhare o f  honour and 
reptttation which muft accri)c to noe as Commanding Officer of this army j but 
though we arc deprived o f this eekf, yet I will affcrt that the honour of tlic Englifti

ariTif
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*rms hasbfen fully preferved. T his aflertion muft nor only be evident to all the 
Powers around; but alfb, that Tanjore’s not being reduced, is owing to the young 
Nabob’s accepting the Rajah’s fubmiilions, and fuch terms as he had prefcribed 
to him.

T he ground on wTiich tlve army hadrentialned fo long becoming exceedingly of- 
fenfive, it was highly neceflary to move far fear o f  infedtion. as the cattle were dying.

 ̂  ̂ - - - Ik. T _ 1_ _ 1. .3 _^ J  1V^ M

^en,
lun% . .

’ that was done, that the heavy gunsfhould jiot be withdrawn from the batteries. 
Seven Latks and a half have been paid, and the remainder is expedited in a day 
or two.

I hope in a few days to be honoared with your inftruftions relpedting the fujture 
«deftination o f the troops.

I  have the honour to be.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

W ith refped.

Y our moft obedient fcrvant.
Camp near Tanjore,

16thNovember, 1771. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

SV> tht Honour l̂e Jofias Du T ri Efquirey Preftdent and Governor̂  CeMndJ of Fort
St. Georgê

Honourable Sir and Sira,

Y O U R  commands o f the ifl: and 7 th Inftant are come to hand. T o  the former 1 
Iiave had the honour to reply x>n the 6th.; and am now to acquaint you, that although 
the peace was-concluded between the Nabob Oaidat-ul-Onturah Bchauder and the 
Rajah o f Tanjore on the 27th ultimo, yet the former requefted our heavy guns 
might not be withdrawn from the batteries, or our works deftroyed, ’till the 8tb 
inftant, when the Rajah had fully fatisfied him, by paying him in the interim twelve 
Lacks o f Rupees? ceding Coiladdy and Elangad ; that Vellum Ihould not be given 
«p i and by fending thejewels and two guns taken from the Marawar.

On the ^th our batteries and works were deftroyed. On the lo tli Monajee had 
,̂ n interview with the young Nabob and myfelf, at which the Ficld-OfEcers o f the 
army, my Staff, ithe CommilTary and Paymafter, were prefent. Monajee fecmed 
much alarmed, though all the force o f Tanjore was at his back, and the vifit fooix 
«nded.

O a
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On the I ith the atmy marched about fcven miles towards T ric h ip p o ly  and 
•ncamped,— Vellum bearing about three miles. Previous to the receipt or your 
letter o f  the “ th, I had ordered the remainder o f Captain Cofby's battalion to that 
place as part o f  the garrifon, which I propofed to augment with two Companies o f 
Europeans, thirty artillery - men— 3— 24 pounders, 2— r8, and 7 - 1 2 ,  with a 
proper proportion o f ftores, ’till your pleaAire on that head was known. The garri
fon is now formed, and to-morrow I lhall procced with the rell o f the Company’s 
troops to Trichi nopoly, where part of them may be cantoned, and the remainder 
can be difpofed o f in that neighbourhood for a time.

T he Nabob «cquaints me he intends to order his Topaflcs to march out o f V el
lum, and that Captain AlcTcander with his battalion Ihould be fentin as part o f the 
garrifon. Captain Lowdon with his battalion is to proceed to-morrow (I believe 
to the fouthward) on fervice. Captain Matthews has mentioned Palamcotah as 
the beft place to recruit his half ftarved cattle, where 1 believe he muft be permit
ted to move, as there is neither grain nor forage for his horfes in the neighbourhood 
o f  Trichinopoly.

I have with difficulty laid up in the magazine at Vellum eighteen hundred bul- 
lock-loads o f rice, as the Paddy remaining in that place would not fupply the pre- 
fent garrifon above two days; and I flull not fail to prefs the Nabob Mader-ul- 
M ulk, on my return to Trichinopoly, to lay in a ftore of grain and other provi- 
fions ^ r  a year’s fupply ; which will be the more neceflary, as it i* a place o f fo 
much confequence.

T h e  Rajah muft have been greatly humbled, when he was obliged to give up the 
cannon he had taken from the Marawar by force o f arms, and of courfe fubmitted. 
to the greateft difgrace that can befal any Power. From what I have obferved, I 
believe he will never again give caufe for running himfelf into the fame danger he 
has efcaped, as the poUeffion o f Vellum will be a fecurity for his good behaviour. 
T h e  officer commanding it will take care to be informed o f every tranfaftion o f the 
R ajah’s, and o f courfe be aconftant check over him. H e fays himfelf, it is like 
placing a centinel at his door, and that he cannot go out o f his fort, or even fleep 
in it with fafety. So thoroughly convinced is he o f the importance o f this place, 
that he conftantly perfeveres in his applications to get it back, or that it Ihould be 
razed to the ground. T he Company’s troops fhould garrifon this fort, as the Na
bob’s are often ill paid, and at times troublek>me, which makes it dangerous to trull 
a place o f importance to them alone.

Lieutenant M anoujy is ordered to make out a return o f the guns, (lores, ammu
nition, & c. now remaining, which I fhall very foon have the jHeafurc to tranfmit 
to you i and fhould hoftilities recommence, I muft beg leave to refer your Honour, 
& c. to my former indent, which will beft Ihew the articles wanting.

M ader-ul-M ulk fparcd us part o f our fupplies o f gunpowder from the quantity 
he had at Trichinopoly, and now calls loudly to have it replaced i I lhall endea-

6 voux
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vourto find out what remains in his m a g a z i n « ,  and fuch other ftores as may be 
iifeful. I believe there is no apparatus at Trichinopoly for making powder, and, 
that it can be provided fooner, and with lefs inconvenience, at Madras or Vellour.

The Dutch have lately fupplied the Rajah largely with gunpowder, fhot, fhells, 
and fmall arms; fhould he procure further fupj^lies from the Coaft, I fhall be able, 
I hope, to let you know what they confift of, and from whence he has them. 
From the conftant fire he kept up while the army was before the town, it would 
appear his ftores were inexhauftible; and my fpies afTiire me he has fufficient for 

years.

Read alfo a letter from the Nabob, reprefen ting the importance o f the fort o f 
V e l l u m ,  d e f i r i n g  that the Company will place a garrifon therein under the com
mand of a careful officer, and containing fome regulations for the condudt o f the 
officer to be appointed to the command.

Fro/fi t h  Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du ? r i ,  dated and receiv ed  13/^ Novenu-
her, 1 7 7 1.

B Y  the blefTing o f the Alm ighty, and your kindnefs and great exertion, the fort 
o f  Vellum, .which originally belonged to Trichinopoly, is fallen into my pofle/non; 
and theTanjoreans have given me an agreement, purporting that a garrifon o f tfic 
Circar is for ever to be kept therein; By the keeping firm pofleHion o f this fort, 
the Tanjoreans, by God’s blefling, will now be in the fame ftate o f obedience and 
fubjeftion they were formerJy. For this long time paft the beft forts io my coun
try have been under the care o f the Com pany; and how (hall I exprefs the goodnefs, 
the honour, the harmony witli which they have adled, and do ftill aft in this truft, 
in conaplying at all times with my defire in the kindeft manner •, either in lefl'cning 
the number o f people, withdrawing them, or keeping them in any other place? 
From your favour! am now allb in hopes o f even more than this ; and am therefore 
defirous that the fort o f Vellum may be kept under the charge o f the Company, for 
as long as I may think proper,, on the fame footing as the forts in my country; and 
as the furnifliing thereof with a ftore of pi ovifions, fufficient for the expenfe o f  a 
thoufand men for a term o f three years, refts on me, I have given orders conform
ably to my Deputy at Trichinopoly. You will be fo good as to put a careful man 
therein, with fome good Sepoys out o f thofe in my fervice who are under the 
charge o f the Com pany; alfo powder and fhot fufficient for two years. And as die 
feid fort is very near the fort ot Tanjore, and the Tanjoreans are noted for their 
trirks and perfidy, I am to requeft you will on no account empower the Comman
dant to enlift Sepoys; or elfe (which God forbid ! ) the Tanjoreans,' on hearing the 
enliftingof Sepoys there, will difmifs to outward appearance their own fcrvantc^ 
and fend them there for fervice j, and then there is reafon to apprehend they will 
only wait for an opportunity, by treachery, to make theml'elves mafters o f the fort. 
Y ou  will be fo obliging farther as to tell the Commandant not to have any money- 
tranfaftions wHh the Tanjoreans, the Circar’s Deputy, or the inhabitants there ; to 
make no repairs there but o f places whidi may have fallen or been broken down •. 
and merely to confine himfelf to the care and fafety of the fo rt: likewife that he di’ 
reds his Dubafh not to interfere in the afl âirs. T h e  Tanjoreans will make ufe o f

9  ^  various

a p p e n d i x .  No. XXII. 807



various modes to induce and prevail on him; let him pay no attention thereto, nor 
meddle with the hoiife which was the refidence o f the Rajah, or the'gardens; nor the 
hufbandmen or inhabitants rcfiding either within the fort or Pettah. For his own 
refidence, let him take either the former Killedar’s houfe, or fome other. And as I 
fhall appoint a Killcdar there on the part o f the Circar, in the fame manner as in 
the fcrts o f Vellour, & c. to take care o f the ftorchoufes o f provifions, to keep the 
keys o f the fort, and to protect the Pettah and the inhabitants; let him live in peace, 
and be civil to the faid Killedar. And as the feat of refidence o f the Gentoos is 
near there, and they would much diHike if bullocks were to be killed at that placej 
let him not do it, but make Ihift with mutton, fowls, & c. T his is an excellent op
portunity for me to (hew my honour and juftice to the Tanjoreans. And as I have 
in view the fettling o f many affairs in thofe parts, and the conciliating o f the 
minds o f the Tanjoreans, you will order the faid perfon not to interfere in any" 
fhape whatever in the affairs there; and in cafe you fhould think proper for me to 
write to him, you will give him pfrniilTion to comply with whatever I may fo write 
to him refpefting the affairs there.

T/.'f B oa rd ’s M inu te.

T he Board are fully fenfible of the great importance o f the fort o f YeHum, and 
that therefore every pofTible precaution fliould be taken to fecure the polTeffion 
thereof; and as Major Vaughan is an officer, who, from his great prudence and v i
gilance, feems well qualified for fuch an important trufl, it is agreed that he be 
appointed to the command thereof; and that particular inflrudions be prepared 
for him, and that the regulations recommended by the Nabob, which appear ex
ceedingly proper, be inferted therein.

ExtraEl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary
Department, z^th November, 1771.

D R A U G H T  o f the inftruflions to Major Vaughan, appointed to the command 
o f  Vellum , read and approved ; and ordered that Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs be direcft- 
rd to proceed thither; and, after taking a furvey o f the place, to prepare a plan and 
tftimate o f fuch works, buildings, or repairs, as may be necefTary for the fecurity o f 
the place, magazines, or barracks, that we may lay the fame before the Nabob. 

t

Kxtract o f  P roceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, z6th November,
1771.

Extract o f  L etter from  the Prefident and Council to General Smith.
A S  matters have been fo lately fettled with Tanjore, and it is uncertain what may 

ha )ptn in the fouth, we recommend that you remain at Trichinopoly, where you 
wi 1 o f  courft command, in confequencc of our orders of the 21ft March lafl.

W e have appointed Major Vaughan to the command o f Vell'Um i and we now 
write to IJeutenant-Colonel Rofs to examine and report to us what new works, 
building!!, or repairq are necefTary, either for the fecurity o f the place, magazines, or 
barracks; and to fend us a plan o f  them, with an cftiniate o f the expcnfe, that wc 
may lay the fame before the Nabob.

So8 E X P E D I T I O N  A G A I N S T  T A N J O R E  I N  1771.
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To Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs, C hief Engineer.
S I R ,

I T  bcingneccflaryth.it the fort o f Vellum fhould be put in a proper ftate o f de
fence, you will be pleafed, on the receipt hereof, to proceed thither, and, after furvey- 
ing the works and buildings, tranfmit to us a report offuch new works, buildings, or 
repairs as may appear to you neceflary, as well for the defence o f the place, as for 
magazines or barracks, with a plan o f them, and an eftimate o f the expenfe, that wc 
may lay the fame before the N abob; but nothing is to be undertaken, except w'hat is 
immediately neceflfary for the fecurity o f the fort, until you receive our or-ders: and 
whatever money is expended on this fervice, muft be iflued by the Company’s Pay*-- 
niaiter who will be appointed to that garrifon.

Durirfg your refidence at Vellum you are not to interfere in the command of the 
garrifon, but to confine your attention folely to the fervice on which you are now em
ployed, confortnable to the refolution o f Council o f 7th March laft, with which you 
have been made acquamted.

W e are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient fervants.
Fort St. George, ;

26th November, 1771.' J O S I A S  D U  P R I ^  &c. Council.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Department, 2d December, 1771.

Extract o f  L etter from  General Smith to the Preftdent and Council, dated, Trichinopolyl
i^ d  November, 1 7 7 1.

AS my continuance at Trichinopoly for any length of time is uncertain, I have 
appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Lang to the command o f the garrifon ’ till your plea- 
fure is known.

The Tanjore people have hitherto prevented the Buzar o f Vellum, being fup- 
plied from the country; the inhabitants of the villages who attempt it are made pri- 
I'oners, carricd to Tanjore, and their grain, & c. taken from them. Madur-ul-Mulk 
has promifed to lay up in the magazines at Vellum three years’ provifion for a thou- 
fand men ; which he fays his father has ordered him to do, and which I have urged 
all in my power ; yet at prefent the garrifon has no other fupply but the rice I 
lodged there while the army was before Tanjore, and that will laft but a fliort time.
1 hope this bufinefs will not be to do when ftrong efcorts may be required, and the 
troops aie wanted on other fervice. The weather is now very fine, and the bul
locks that attended the army unemployed ; therefore Mader-ul-Mulk fliould take 
the prefent opportunity to lay up a fufficient quantity o f provifions in Vellum, to 
fecure the garrifon from want i f  troubles fhould happen) for we can neither, in 
peace or war, have any dependence on the country for fupplies.

Enclofed I have the honour to fend you M r. Cafamaijor’s return o f the provi- 
fions, &c. found in. Vellum-, alfo a general return o f artillery, ammunition, arid 
(lores o f the army now remaining; and ftiould it become ncceflary to recommence 
hoftilitles againft the Rajah o f Tanjore, I cannot point out the articles better than 
by referring your Honour, & c. to my former indent that it may be completed.

Account
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Account o f  fundry Articles found in the Fort o f  VrUum. 

Belonging to the Circar.

Paddy i- . -  .
Pepper - - • - -
Turmerick r̂otten)
Lack, old - - > -  -
Boiled Nuts, old - -  - -
Ghee (damaged) -
Lam p. O il -  - -  -
Rockets -  . . -
Beetlenut O il . . .
M atch  Locks « . . .
Iv o ry  Palankeen .  ^  -

Be longing to the Inhabitants, found in private 
Houfcs.

Paddy - - . ' .
Conduloo . . -
Natcheeny -
Cam boo • - -
Verago  • • » -
Salt -  -  . -
Cham aldo ►. » -
Coraloo • .
G ingely O il Seeds . .  -
Tam arind  _ -  . -
L o n g  Pepper -
Tobacco  . .  _ . -
M cuto loo  .  - . -
G in ge r .  - «  -  -
Dumparaftum  .  -  -  -
Sandal W ood  -  -  - -
M u lb rd  Seeds -
Caracoy _ .  -  -  .
Ctullaginzaloo . . .
Teppely M o d y  - 
Vaflium bo . . . .
N a v a  C han im  » •-
Colton, firft fort
D itto, fecond ditto . . .
}!eetlenut, old »* * ” “
L o n g  Iron  P ins . . . .
Picotee Pots of Iro n  -  -  .
M atch  Lo ck  . . . -
La rge  and fmall Scaies> • «■
Small Iron Pots - . . -
L a rg e  old Brafs Pots • «
Small ditto, ditto and Pans - !•
Leaden Cups, fmall — -  -
Stone C ups . -  -  .
BuiTaloes and Calves -  -  -
Bullocks, Cows, and Calves • •

Trichinopoly, a ad November, 1771. Enron excepted. J A \  C A S A M A IJ O R ,
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' A 6 re e d  that General Smith be informed, that the Nabob 2 flu res us th at4id 
has given us the moft pofitive orders for laying in provifions at Vellum fufficient 
for 1000 men for three years.

A g r e e d , that Mr. William Light be appointed Paymafter and Storekeeper at
Vellum, and that inftrudlions be prepared for him.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Vreftdent and Council a t Fort St. G eorge, in their M ilitary
Department, 6th D ecem ler, 1771.

RECEI\TiD  the following letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H a v e  the honour to acknowledge the receipt o f your orders o f  the 26th in- 
ftant rcfpedlitig Vellum, and fhall, in obedience to them, proceed thither to prepare 
the plan, report, and cftimates, agreeable to your direftions.

The General is o f opinion there fliould be at Vellum barracks fufficient to con
tain half a company o f Artillery, three hundred Europeans, and one thoufand 
Sepoys, with their Officers complete ; alio magazines for twelve months’ provifions, 
and one thoufand barrels o f gun-powdcr; together with an hofpital for one hun
dred men, and quarters for the Surgeon and Paymafter likewiie Iheds for fmall 
ftores, gun carriages, &c.

I am, with due refpcdt.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient

Trichinopoly, And moft humble fervanr,
December i ,  1771.
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P A T R I C K  R O S S ,

T o  tlie Honourable Jofias Du Pre Efquire,! 
Prefident, &c. Council o f Fort St. George, j
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E ^ract o f  Ptoceedings o f  the Prefidmt and Council at Fort St. George, in iheir Military 
Department, Mond(^, 9th December, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prcfidenf,

Warren HdRings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George ^tratton
Henry Brooke ------------
John W hitehill George M ackay.

T H E  following inftruftions for Major Vaughan, appointed Commandant, and 
M r. W illiam Light, Paymafter and Store-kecpcr at VcJlum, are now figned.

To Major Richard Vaughan.
S I R ,

T H E  fort o f Vellum having been ccded by the Rajah o f  Tanjore to the Nabob, 
he has defired that we will place a proper garrifon therein, under the command o f  a 
careful officer-, it being a placc of great importance, as a check on the Rajah’s con- 
^ uft, by rcafon o f it’s ftrength and vicinity to Tanjore : and as yve have the bigheft 
opinion o f your prudence and attention, we have appointed you to the command 
thereof. And it being o f the utmoft importance that every poffible precaution be 
taken, as well for the I'ecurity of the place, as to reconcile and engage the aftedtions 
o f  the inhabitants, we have thought it neceffary to lay down the foUowing rules for 
your conduft in this important truft.

General Smith acquaints us, that he has placed the following garrifon in it for the 
prefent, viz. Captain Cofby’s battalion o f Sepoys, two companies o f European in
fantry, and thirty artillery-menj and that he has left therein three twenty-four pounders, 
two eighteen pounders, and feven twelve pounders, with a proper proportion of ftores; 
General Smith alfo informs us, that the Nabob purpofed ordering Captain A le x 
ander’s battalion o f Sepoys to do duty in the garrilon. But as it is our intention to 
place fuch a garrifon in it as to fccure it againft any attack, we defirc you will ac- 
ouaint us what addition you think neceffary to be made to the force now appointed 
for that fcrvice, as well as with what further artillery and ftores may be required.

An Engineer we underftand has been ordered by General Smith to repair the 
breach, and to make fuch other works as arc immediately neceffary for the defence 
o f t.ie placc. The Engineer will be direfled to furvey the works and buildings •, to- 
make a report o f fuch as are nccelTary cither for the fecurity o f the place, magazineF, 
or quarters; to form a plan thereof, with an eftimate of the expenie, to be tranl'mit- 
ted 10 us, to be laid before the Nabob: but no new buildings arc to be eredled, nor 
repairs made, without our particular and exprefs direftions; unlefs fuch as arc imme
diately necefTary for the fafety of the place, and regarding which it might be dan
gerous to w ait our orders, in which cafe you will not fail giving us the moft early 
intelligpncc th e ie o fa n d  the money for all fuch buildings or repairs muft be iffued 
by the Company’s Paymafter.
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The fort of Vellum being in a manner a key to Tanjore, and an entire check on 
the motions of the Rajah, it may be expedted that auempts will be made to reco
ver it, either by furprize or treachery ; we therefore diredl, that the garrifon have no 
manner o f intercourfe with the Tanjoreans, not even for procuring provifions; 
Indents muft be made for what may be required to the Nabob’s Son at I  richi- 
nopoly, who will be orJered to fend fufficient fupplies. And you will be careful 
that no Sepoy be on any account entertained there j but if any are wanting to com
plete the battalion, you will bepleafed to advife us thereof, when recruits or draughts 
fhall be fent you. And the better to prevent the garrifon being tampered with, wc 
(hall frequently order it to be relieved; but wc fhall not fignify our intention o f 
doing fo, nor give any intimation o f the corps to be ordered thither, (which will 
not be according to Rofter) until we fend the adtual orders for their march.

Many complaints having been made by the Nabob, on account o f the Company’s 
officers, or their Dubalhes, interfering in the affairs of the country ; we particularly 
recommend that you do not yourfelf in any fhape interfere therein, nor fufFer any 
one under your command to do fo. A ll matters refpefting the affairs o f the coun
try are left entirely to the Nabob’s managers; and your attention muft be confined 
folely to the prefervinggood order and difcipline among the troops, and to the fecu- 
rity of the fort. W c alfo recommend to you to prevent the lending o f money to any 
of the Tanjoreans, or others, fince fuch tranfaftions will naturally bring on an inter
courfe and comefpondencc, which may be very prejudicial to the fervitc.

The Nabob acquaints us that he has ordered provifions to be laid in fufficient for 
1000 men for 3 years ; wc will endeavour to procure the Nabob’s orders to his 
people, that you may, as often as you think proper, infpeft their ftatc and condition i 
and of which you will be pleafcd to advifc us, informing us at the fame time of any 
deficiencies.

As the Nabob fcems very defirous to gain the affedlions of the inhabitants by all 
conciliating means, you will be particularly careful that none o f them are ill treated 
orinfulted by any ofthc troopsunder your command. And as there is nothing of which 
the Gentoos arc fo tenacious as the particular tenets o f their religion, nothing caa 
more effedually reconcile them to our government, than an apparent defirc in us 
to avoid every thing that may give offisncc in matters which they deem facred j and 
as the killing o f bullocks isexprefsiy forbid by their religion, wc would particularly 
recommend to you that none be fuffered to be killed for the ufe o f the garrilun  ̂
The Nabob has promifed that you fhall be fully lupplied with Ihcep and other pro
vifions.

ft being intended that the firing any more guns than the morping and evening 
gur at Vellum (liall be a fignal that an attack is made on the place, that a reinforcc- 
mert may be immediately detached to it’s aflifiance, you will on no account fuffer 
any guns, except the morning and evening gun, to be fired, unlefs upon the arri
val of the Nabob, or any of his Sons, or the Commanding Officer o f th? troops; or
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unlefs you fliould find it neceffriry to have the guns of the fortfcaled, or the artillery 
out at prafticc; in which cafes you will prcvioufly advife the Commandant o f Tri- 
chinopoly thereof, that he may not be alarmed.

The Nabob having dcfired that the houfe and gardens in which the Rajah refided 
may not be occupied by any o f the troops, you will be pleafcd not to fuller any one 
to refide therein. The Killedar’s, or any other houlc, may be appropriated for your 
quarters, and fuch neceflary repairs may be made as to render them convenient.

Four Hircarrahs will be allowed you for the correfpondence between Trichinopoly 
and Vellum,

W e are, S I R ,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervants,

Qth December, 17 7 1. _  , '
 ̂ J O S I A S  D U  P R E ,  &c. Council.

Ttf Mr. William Light.

S I R ,

W E  hav€ appointed you to he Paymafter and Storekeeper to the garrifon of 
Vellum, and you have herewith a book o f regulations for your general guidance in 
thole employs j hut as there are feveral points on which it is neccfl'ary you fhould 
be fully and clearly informed of our intentions, that you may not through inadver
tency fall into error, we have thought it neceflary to lay down the following in> 
ftruftions, which you are carefully and Itriftly to obferve.

As it is intended to fupply the fort o f Vellum with a very ample provifion o f artil
lery and ftores, it muft be your care to fee that they arc prelerved in as good a 
condition as poflible ; and for this purpofe a careful ferjeant may be appointed to 
afljft you, with an additional allowance o f four Pagodas per month ; the returns 
o f  them you will be careful to tranfmit monthly, agreeable to the regulations.

An Engineer has been appointed to repair the breach, and fuch other works as 
arc ncreflary tor the fecurity of the place. Lieutenant-Colonel Rofs has alfo been 
■direfled to examine and report to us fuch works, buildings, and repairs, as may be 
requifite for the f<tfety of the fort, magazines, or barracks; but none are to be un
dertaken without our particular and exprefs direftions, except fuch as the Comman
dant fliall reprefent as immediately and abfolutely necefl'aty for the prelervation o f 
the place; and all money for fuch buildings and repairs muft be ifl'ued by you, and 
charged to the Commiflary-General} for which purpofe you are daily to mutter the 
workanen ajjd Coolies that may be fo employed.

You
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You are on no account to have any intercourfe or corrcfpondence with any o f the 
Tanjoreans, and you muft do all in your power to prevent your Dubalhes, or others 
belonging to you, J'rom having any •, and neither you nor any of your feivants miifl: 
interfere in any fhapc in the affairs o f the country, which are committed to the 
Nabob’s Managers alone i your attention muft be wholly confined to the duties o f 

your employs.

W e do ftridly prohibit your lending money to any o f the country people, or hav
ing any dealings with them, dircdly or indiredlly, in grain, or other merchandize ; 
and you muft endeavour to prevent your Dubalhes, fervants, or others belonging to 
you, f r o m 'having any tranfaftions o f that fort.

Having direfted that the Commiffary-General, as agent on behalf o f the Com 
pany, ftiall have the charge o f fupplying the military, &c. in the leveral oiit-garri- 
ibns with arrack, and having alfo ordered that the execution o f this duty be com
mitted to the feveral Storekeepers at the out-garnfons under the control of the 
Agent, you have herewith fuch rules and regulations as have been thought necef- 
fary to be eftablifticd for your condufl in this bufinefs, together with the forms in 
which your accounts refpeding the fame are to be kept.

Four Hircarrahs are allowed for the corrcfpondence between Trichinopoly and 
Vellum.

Your allowance as Paymafter and Storekeeper is to be ten ftiillings per day as 
pay, and Pagodas i : 25 : 16 per day as Batta.

W e  are, S I R ,

Fort St. George, Your moft affcdtionate friends,

Qth December, 1771. /
‘ J O S I  A S  D U  P R  E , &c. Council.

Draught o f a letter to the Nabob, in anfwer to his o f the 13th November, 
refpcfting the garrifon o f Vellum, is now read and approved.

From Governor Du P r i  to the Nabob o f  the Carnat'iclty dated ^th December, 17 7 1.

I H A D  the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter o f the'i3th ofNovem ber ; 
in which you inform me, that the fort of Vellum having fallen inro your poflVflion, 
the Tanjoreans have given you an agreemtnt, purporting that a garrifon ot the 
Circar is for ever to be kept therein. That confi -iering the importance o f keeping 
firm poffeffion o f this fort, in order to awe the Tanjoreans into a proper ftate o f obe
dience and fubjeftlon, and having experienced the honour and friendftiip of the 
Company in the charge and cate of the principal forts in your country with which
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they have been introfttd, you now defire that the fort o f Vellum may allbbe kept 
under the rhargr o f the Company, dii tlic i'aiiH- footing as the forts in your rt>un- 
try ; that a carcful officer may be chofen for that comcnand ; that a gotjd garrifoH be 
appointed; a proper quantity of gunpowder and ftoies c f war lodged there 1 anil
that inftriicliot s might be given to the Commanding  OfTicer, the particulars o f 
which are iaferted at length in your faid letter; a!i wiiicii 1 have duly oblerved.

As nothing gives me greater plcafure than to have the mean's o f  flicwing a ready 
compliance with your Excellency’s dtfire, and agreeing entirely in opinion withyoti, 
that the prefervation of the fort of Vtllu.m is of great importance, I have clwfen 
and appointed Major Vaughan, a ftcady and expeiienced officer, to take upon him 
the charge o f and command in the fort of V’elkim ; and I have appointed a garri- 
lon, upon the fanxe footing as the Company liave g.irrilons in the principal foits in 
your country, confiding o f two companies of European infantry, half a company 
ôf European artillery-men, and one complete b:ittalion of Sepoys; and I flwJI fend 

from time to time, and as expeditioufly as pofTible, good and fufficicnt ftores of war, 
fuch as guns, gunpowder, arms, and other necellaries. I have given to Major 
Vaughan inftrudions for his conduft, fuch as you defire ; and as I know him to be 
a pundlual, difcreet, and attentive officer, I think you may depend on him in every 
refpeft. I have alfo appointed Mr. William Light, one o f the Company’s Servants, 
to be Paymafter and Storekeeper in the fiid fort; and I have bound him by rigid 
inftruflions, upon pain o f forfeiting the Company’s fervice, to forbear all intercourfe 
with the Tanjoreans, and to confine himfelf i'olcly and entirely to the duty of his 
office. In cafe your Excellency fhould at ti,nes think it neccflary that any tiling 
fhoukl be added to the inftruftions of the Commanding Officer, if you will be lo . 
good as to inform me of your defire, I will write to him accordingly.

I have ordered the Company’s Chief Engineer to examine the fort o f Vellurr, 
and to report to me it’s prefent ftate and condition, and the repairs neceflary to put 
it in a good flate of defence ; alfo what buildings or repairs are wanting for barracks 
for the men, quarters for the officers, and magazines for the flores; which I fhsll 
lay before your Excellency when I receive it. 1 he itoring the Fort with provi- 
iions, and fupp'ying it with what may be wanted for the prelent, and daily expenfe, 
iclls on your Excellency.

Extract o f  L etter fr om  General Smith to the Prefideiit and Council, dated, Trichinofoly^
%\Jl Decembery 1771.

ft
'  M A JO R  V A U G H A N  I have not the lead doubt will anfwer everj  ̂ purpofe 
o f  his appointnrvent to comnnand Vellum. I Ihould be glad to know if  the three 
companies o f  Europeans there are to form part of that garrifon, or any par
ticular companies the Major may wifh to have in preference (grenadiers excepted): 
though this mode is not agreeable to the rules of the army, yet I believe the 
M ^ or would on this occasion be glad o f fuch an indulgence.

3 i Colonel
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Colone! Rofs has received your commands with refpeft to his department, and 
no doubt will, as foon as poffiblc, fend you a plan o f  the buildings, & c. wanted at 
Vellum, agreeable to your direfbions.

_____ Agreeable to your dircdions, I fhall remain to the fouthward as longf
as may be neceflary.

T/.’f  Board's Minute.

W I T H  refpecl to Vellum, we underftood from General Smith’s letter o f the 
12th November, that he propofed two companies o f European infantry, thirty 
artillery men, and i battalion o f Sepoys, lliould be appointed to garrifon it „ 
however, as it is a frontier fort, and o f the utmoft confcquence, care muft he 
taken that the European companies be always kept complete from the troops in 
the fouth.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John W hitehill 
Geo. Mackay.

Extract o f  Proceedings o j  th e Vrefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitant
Departmtnty 1 December^

T H E  Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob had obferved on the 
letter wrote to him refpefting the fort and garrifon o f Vellum , that no mention 
was made therein, that the Company would keep a garrifon there fo long as it 
Ihovild be agreeable to the Nabob, and that the keys o f the fort fliould be kept 
by his Killedar, conformable to his defire in his letter. T o  which the Prefident 
replied, that as no fuch ftipulation had ever been made by any o f his prcdeceflbrs, 
with regard ro the other forrs which are garnfoned by the Company’s troops^ 
he, the Prefident, did not think himfelf authorized to efiablifli fuch a precedent: 
that as it has been by his, the Nabob’s, particular defire that the Company have 
placed garrifons in the feveral forts, it muft be o f courfe underftood that they arc 
kept for the Nabob’s ufe alone : and with refpeft to the keys o f the foit o f  
Vellum, the fame pradice would be obferved as in the other forts ; W ith which 
tl.c Nabob feemed iatisfied.
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a p p e n d i x .

n u m b e r  XXIII.

ExtraBs o f  the Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council Fort 
St. George^ relative to the Nabob's Donation to the ‘Troops 
employed againfl the K ing ofTanjore in the Tear 1771.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their Public D e
partment., Monday^ Sept ember y 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John W hitehill

George Mackay.

Honourable Court having diredted, in their letter o f the 22d March laft*,
I that the Letters-Patent granted to the Company in the 31ft year o f His late 

^^a|efty’s Reign be made public, by being given out in general orders : A  letter to

* ExtraB o f  I.rtter from the Court o f  DireHors to tie Prrjidcnt and Cnuncil at Fort St, George, dated 
2Zd March, J771. Received at Fort St, George, l i d  Auguft, 1771.

W E cannot cxprefs our aftonifliment at the total ignorance of the army in refpeft to His Majefty’* 
Letters-l’atcnr, by which all pjumler is granted to the Company. We fee a war begun, carried on, 
and conchided: and, for aught we find to the contrary, every man in the army, during fuch war, 
deemed himfelf, by cuftom of the fervice, entitled to every thing that came to hand in the enemy** 
country. In cafe therefore the Letters-Patent, referred to in the-trial of Colonel Wood, iliould not, 
before your receipt hereof, have been publiflied iu the army in due form, we diret‘ 1  that the laid Let- 
ters-i'atent he immediately given out in general orders, together with the explanation thereof, tranf- 
mitted to your I’refidency in our letter tjt 8th March 1758, and that due obedience be paid thereto 
on all occalions in future.

Lettffs-Patent, granted ie the United Company o f  Merchants o f  England trading to the Eafl-Tndies^ 
bearing date the nineteinth o f September, in the Thirty-firfl Tear o f  the Reign o f  George the Sectud  ̂
Ahho Domini, One thoufand ftven hundred and fifty-feven,

G E O R G E  the Second,’ by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
_ Defcpdcr of the “Faith, &c. To all to whom thefe prcfent* lliall come, greeting. Wherea* ai>plica-
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General Smith, as entered hereafter, is now figned, to accompany copy o f the fatd 
Letters-Patent, and the extracts from the Honourable Company’s letters; which arc 
alfo ordered to be given out here.

tion has been made to Us, on behalf of the United Company of Merchanti of England trading to 
the Eall-Indirs, reprefenting that they have been obliged to commence hoAilitiei _n the £aft-lndies 
againft the Nabob of Bengal, for the recovery of the town and fettlement of Calcutta, taken from 
the faid Company by the torcos of tfcc li'J Niibob, without any jvtft or lamrful pretence, contrary to 
good faith and amity, and of the goods and valuable commoditiet belonging to the faid Company, 
and to many jierfons trading t>r refiding within the limits of the faid fettlement; and that the omceri 
and agent! of the faid Company at Fort St. Gcore;e, have concerted a plan of operations with Vice- 
Admiral Watfon, and others, the Commanders of Our Fleet employed in thofe parts, for regaining the 
faid towljl^d fettlement, and the faid goods and valuable coinmodme*, and obtain inK adequate fati»- 
faftion for their Ioffes ; and that it has been agreed between the officeri of the faid Company on the 
one part, and Our faid Vice-Admiral and Commanders on board Our faid Fleet on the other part, 
nliembled in a Council of War, that one moiety of all plunder and booty, which (hall be taken 
from the Moors, be fet ajMrt for the ufe of the captors, and that the other moiety thereof (hall be 
depofited ’till Our Royal Tleafure be known.

And whereas the faid Company have humbly befought Us, in compenfation for the great damage 
Which they have fuftaincd, .inJ ot their great expenfes in fitting out and preparing an expedition for 
the purpofes before recited, that We would be gracioufly pleafied to grant to the laid Company, and 
their fucceflbrs, all that one moiety or part of the plunder and bwt)’ agreed to be depofited as 
sitbrefaid ; We being willing and defirous, in confideration of the prcmifes, to condefcend to their re- 
<jueft : Know ye therefore, that We, of Our efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, have 
given and granted, and, by thefe prefcnts, do give and grant unto the faid United Company of Merchants 
of England trading to the Eaft-lndies, and their fuccelTors, all that one moiety of̂  all the booty or 
plunder, fliips, veffels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and other things whatfoever, which, in purfuance 
of the faid plan of operations, concerted as aforcfaid, have been, or fhall be t ên or feized from 
the faid Nabob of Bengal, or any of the forces employed bv him, or on his behalf, or from any of 
his fubjefts, allies, or adherents ; exceptiug neverthelels, and always referring, out of this Our Grant, 
all fuch fliips, veffels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and other things whatfoever, which have been 
forcibly taken or detained by the enemy troin any Our Subjefts, or others trading or refiding within 
the limits of the faid town and fettlement of Calcutta, or in any manner under Our protection ; and 
which have been, or fliall be retaken, in confetjuenceof the plan of operations, andof the faid expedition; 
it being agreeable to juftice and equity, and to Our Royal I’urpofe, that the fame fljould be reftored to 
the original owners thereof refpeftively, (as far as may be) on payment of reafbnable falvage | to have 
and to hold the faid one moiety of all the prcmifes herein before granted (except as is herein before 
cxcepted) unto the faid United Company of Merchants of EnglanU trading to the EaA-lndies, and 
their fucccflbrs, to tlieir own proper ufe and behoof.

In witnefs whereof, We have caufed thefe Our Letters to be made Patent. Witncfs Ourfelf, at 
Wcllminller, the ninetceuth day of September, in the thirty-firft year of Our Reign.

By Writ o f  Privy SeaJ,

C O C K S .

Lettcrs-Patentf grttm td te tljt United Company t f  Merchants o f  England trading it  the Eaft.Jadies^ 
bearing datt the fourteenth o f  January, in the thirty-firft y ta r » f tbt Reign o f  George the Seeemd  ̂
Jnno Dom ini, One thoufand/even hundred and fifty-eight.

G E O R G E  the Second, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King, 
Detrnder of'the Faith, &c. To all to whom thefe prefcnts (hall come, greeting. Whereas, by virtue 
of feveial Charters or J.etters-Patcnt, heretofore granted,̂  by divers ot Our Royal Prcdeceflors, to 
different Companies of Merchants of London, and of England, trading to the Ead-Indies, which 
have formerly been incorporated, fuch former Companieŝ  have had power to fend (hips of war to 
their fettlcmeats in the Indies, to raifc and keep a military force, asd to nuke peace or war with

any
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T 0 Jofcpb Smith EfyuirCt Brigadter'General, and Commanding Officer o f the Troops on
the Coaft.

S I R,

T H E  Honourable Court o f Dircftors, in their letter bearing date the zad March 
Jaft, having been pleafed to direct that the Letters-Patent granted to the Company
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any Prince* or People, not Chriftians, in any place* of their tr»dc ; and alfo to right and recompenfc 
themfelves upon the goods, cftate, or people of thofe part*, by whom they (hould fttllain any injury, 
lofs, or damage, or u]pon any other people th»t fliould any way interrupt, wrong, or injure them in their 
trade, within the limitt of their Cnarten.

And whereas by virtue of a Charter, or Letter»-Patent, granted by Our Royal Predeceffor, King 
William the Third, of glorious memory, bearin|̂  date, at Weftminfter, the fifth day of September, 
in the tenth year of his reign ; and by virtue ô  Our Royal Charter, or Letters-Patent, under the 
G r e a t  Scul of Great Britain, bearing date, at Weftminfter, the ei^thdayof January, in the twenty- 
fixth year of Our Reign, the Unit  ̂ Company of Merchants of JEngland trading to the Eaft-Indie* 
have power to raife and mainuin fuch a body of ftanding forces, at their feveral fcttleraent* in the 
Eaft-Indies, and fuch » number of feamen, and fliî  of defence, as fliall be neceflary for the fafe-

Suard and defence of the fai^ ; and to take and furpnze all and everj- perfon and perfons, with their 
lips, armour, and ammunition, and other goods, as (hall, in an holtile manner, mvade, or attempt 

the defeating or deftruftion of the faid United Company’s fettlements, or Our Subjcdls iahabiting 
therein ; and, upon juft caufe, to invade and deftroy the enemies of the fame.

And whereas many troubles have of late years arifen in the Eaft-Indies, and the faid United 
Company have been obliged, at very great expenfe, to carry on war in thofe parts againft the 
French, and likewife againft the Nabob of Bengal, and other Princes or Governments in India ; and 
fome of the territories and polTeflions, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and other things belonging to 
the faid United Company in India, having been taken from them by the faid Nabob of Bengal, have 
been fince retaken by the (hips of war, and forces maintained railed and paid by the faid United 
Company, in conjun(£lion with fome of Our Royal Ships of War and forces, which We have been 
gracioufly pleafed to fend to the Eaft-Indies, for the defence and aftiilance of the faid United Com
pany againft their enemies, and other territories, or diftri£ts, goods, merchandizes and effeds, 
have been conquered and taken from fome of the faid Princes or Governments in India, 
at variance with the faid United Company, by the Ships and forces of the iaid United Com
pany alone.

And whereas it is expedient for the faid United Company, in order to enable them to fupport the 
•|rreat burden and expenfe of the w'ar they arc now engaged in, and of fuch wars aj they may here
after have with any of their, or of Our Enemies in India ; and the better to enable them, from time 
to time, to make peace or terms advantageous to their trade, that We fliould make them fuch grant, 
and rive them fucn powers, as herein after are contained : Now know ye, that We well weighing how 
highly it imports the honour and welfare of this Our Realm, and Our good Subjefts thereof, that all 
fitting aflirtance and encouragement fliould be given to the faid United Company, and in performance 
of divers coven.-nts between Our Royal Predeceflbrs and the faid Company, for granting them all 
fuch further reafonable powers and privileges as may be advifable, for the better fupport and improve
ment of their trade, have, of Our efpecial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, given and 
granted, and, by thefe prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflbrs, do give and grant unto the faid 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, their fucccflbrs and afligns, 
all fuc.i booty or plunder, fliips, veflels, goods, merchandizes, treafure, and other things whatfoever, 
which, fince Our Royal Letters-Patent of the nineteenth day of September laft part, have been, 
or (hall be taken or feiied from any of the enemies of the faid Company, or any of Our Enemies in the 
Eaft-Indies, by any fliips or force* of the faid Company, employed by them, or on their behalf, 
within any places or limits of their trade, prefcribcd to them by any of the Charters granted by Us, 
or any of Our Royal Predcceflbrs: Provided always that the laid plunder or booty, *s aforefaid, be 
taken or feizcd during wars or hoftilities begun and carried on, in order to right and rcconipeiife the 
faid Company upon the goods, eftate, or j>eople of thofe parts, from whom they ftiall fuftain, or fliail 
havc’juft and well grounded caufc to fear any injurj-, Ms or damage ; or upon any their people who
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in the 31 ft year of His late Majefty’s reign be made public, by being given out in 
general orders; jo u  will receive herewith copy of the faid Lcttcrs-Patent, extract
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any manner under Our proteftion, within the faid ptaccs or limits; And further ; Provided always, 
that the bosty or plunder, as aforcfaid, be taken in wars, hoflilities, or expeditions, ‘segun, carried on, 
and completed by the l'orce» raifed and paid by the faid Company alone, or by the fliips employed 
at their folc expenfe; faving Our Prerogative Royal, to diftribute the faid plunder or booty, iu fuch 
m'Uiner and proportions as we fliall think fit, in all tales where any of the forces, by land orlea, of Us, 
Ovir Heirs and Succeflbrs, fliall be appointed and commanded to aft in conjuniSion with the fliipa 
or forces of the faid Company ; And excepting always, out of this Our Grant, all fuch flî ps, vefle s, 
goods, merchandisx's, trcafure, and othfr things whatfoever, which have been, or fliall be forcibly 
taken, or detained bĵ  the enemy, from any of Our Subjefts, or others, trading or refiding within the 
places or limits aforcfaid, under Our proteftioii ; and which have been, or fliall be retaken, in confe- 
tjucnce of any wars, hoftilities, or expeditions as aforcfaid ; it being agreeable to juftice and equity, 
and to Our Royal Purjjofe, that the fame fliall be reftored to the original owners rcfpeftively, as far at 
may be, on paynvent of reafouable falvagc.

And further, We have, of Our like efpccial grace, certain knowledge, and mere motion, given and 
granted, and, by thefe prefents, for Us, Our Heirs and Succeflbrs, do give and grant unto the faid 
LJnited Coinpany of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft-Indies, their fucceflTors and affigns, 
that they, the iaid United Company, their fucceflbrs and alugns, fliall and may, by any treaty or 
treaties ot peace made, or to be made, between them, or any of their officers, fervants or agents, 
employed on their behalf, and any of the Indian Princes or Governments, cede, reftore, or difpofe 
of any fortrefles, diftrifts, or territories, acquired by conqueft from any of the faid Indian Princes or 
Governments, during the late troubles between the faid Company and the Nabob of Bengal, or 
which fliall be acquired, by conqueft, in time coming : Provided always, that the faid Company 
lhall not have any power or authority whatfoever to cede, reftore, or difpofe of any fcttlementi, 
fortrefles, diflritts or territories, conquered from the fubjefts of any Euroj>ean Power, without the 
efpecial licence and approbation of Us, Our Heirs and SuecelTors.

And We do, for Us, our Heirs and SiiccefTors, grant and declare, that thefe OurLetters-Patent, or 
the enrolment thereof, fliall be, in and by all things, valid and eft'eftual in the law, according to the 
true intent and meaning of the fame ; and fliall be taken, conflrued, and adjudged in the mod 
favourable fcnfc, for the belt advantage <it the faid Company, as well in our Courts of Record as 
elfewhere, notwithftanding any non-iecitai, mifrecital, defedt, incertainty, or imperfedion, in thefe 
Our Letters Patent.

In witnefs whereof. We have caufed thefe Our Letters to be made Patent. Witncfs Ourfelf, at 
Wertminfter, the fourteenth day of Jauuarj-, in the thirty-firft year of Our Reign.

By Writ of Privy SeaJ,

C O C K S .

E xtra  tl 0/ General Letter from the Court o f Dire Hors to the PrefJent and Council at Fort St. Ceor^Cf 
dated %tb March, 1758. Recei-ved at Fort St. George, m b  Otlober, i - j *

31. I N our General Letters o f the 11th November and 23d of December laft, we acquainted yoii 
that the matter of captures was under the confideration of the inoft eminent lawyers : and finding, in 
the courfe of our confultations with them, that they were not fatiafied whether the feveral charters 
formerly granted to the Company were fufficientl̂  exjjlicit to anfwer all our purpofes ; and they 
recoinniending it to us rather to endeavour to obtam fuch a grant as might remove all doubts; we 
accordingly made our application to His Majefty, who, by His Letters-Patent under the Great Seal of 
Great Britain, bearing date the 14th day ot January laft, has been gracioudy pleafed to grant to the 
Company for their own ufc (under the exceptions tbercin-inentioned) all fuch plunder and booty, icc.
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from the Company’s letter o f the 8th M^rch 1758, and extraft from their before- 
mentioned letter o f the 2 2d March laft : wc fhall caufc them to be given out in.
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as our land or fea forces may take from our enemies by fea or land and likewifc fuch territories, S:c  ̂
as we may aoiiiire by ircxity, grant, or cmiqucft. We teat you by the Pitt one of the grants under 
the Great Seal, and copies thereof come by thefe (hips; to which, for your fuller information, yoa 
arc referred.

31. You will obferve, that the Company, in virtue of the faid grant,, are entitled to the whole of the 
plunder and booty which (hall betaken mwars, hoftilities, or expeditions by theCompany’s own land or fea 
tiirces : but,as ive are willing to give all reafauable cacounigcment to our Ciid forees, we do agree, and 
accordingly direft, that the plunder or booty fo taken be (TivideJ into two parts ; one part or moiety 
whereot is to be given among the cupt«rs, and the odier part or moiety is to be carried to the credit 
of the Company; excepting in land operations, you are to obferve, that cannon, ammunition, and 
militaiy ftorcs of all kinds, are not to come into the divifion, but are to belong entirely to the Com
pany ; but if Bivy fliips (Imll be t»ken, the value of the (liip, cargo, ammuaitkm, iVorss, and every thing 
belonging thereto, are to be equally divided between the Company and the captors as before direded. As 
to the mawicr of dividing the moiety allotted for tl»e ĉ ptcrs, and t̂ e proportions of each everyperfoa 
conccrned, according to their feveral ranks and (lations in thefervice, we muft leave it to yourdjfcrction 
to aft therein in inch a m»nner as fiiall appear to you upon the whole to be nioft reafonable and 
equitable ; fending us an account, in every inllance, how and io whut n?anncr you diftribujK the f«me» 
dillinguifliing therein hotv much to each commiflron and warrant officer, and how much a-picce to each 
private man. And as you will probably have divided the plunder which was taken upon the late 
expeditioa to Bengal under the agreement which you previoully entered into with the King’s forces, 
whereby one moiety w«s to belong to the captors, we defire you will fend us a particular account how 
the proportion which belonged tu our forces was dillributed ; and that you will alfo procure and fend 
to IIS the account ia what manner the King’s forces dillributed among thcmfelves the proportion whichi 
belonged to them.

33. By the faid Grant, all plunder or booty taken in wars, hoftilities, or expeditionŝ  where any of Hi» 
Majefty’s forces by land or fea fliall be appointed and commanded to ait in conjunction with the fliiiM 
and forces ot the Company, Li r»̂ ferved for diftribution in fuch manner and proportions as the King 
fliall think f i t i n  confequence, ail fuch plunder or booty, or the prodpce thereof, muft be kept 
entire: previous therefore to any expeditions, you arc to make an agreement with His Majefty’s 
Officers that the fame be delivered into your polleiTion, or the produce thereof; giving us an exa6t 
account ot the fame, that we may make the necelfory applications to His Majefty for the di\ ifion thereof; 
preiuming that His Majefty will be gracioufly pleafed to grant one half of fuch plunder or booty to the 
Company, as Ive has done, by Letttrs-Parent of the 19th of September lalt, m confeqnence of the- 
agreement made between you and the King’s forces ia the expedition againll tiie then Nabob of 
Bengal; and that the other half wijl be fet apart for the ufe of the captors. In order to facilitate our 
application therefore for obtaining fuch a grant or grants, it will be necellary for you, previous to sll 
«!id any ̂ expeditions, to make a particular agreement, as you did in the before-mentioned cafe, with Hiŝ  
Majefty’s Officers, that one moieiy of all plunder and booty taken, where the King’s and Company’s- 
forces aft jojjitly as ai'orefaid,. be fet apart or referved tor the Company, and the other moiety tor the 
uie of the captoî  ; and it will be necelf̂ ry alfo that you make particular agrcemetU* in what manner,, 
and in what proportions, the captors’ moiety is to be divided aoion̂  the King’s atjd Company’s forces t 
ki which the plan we prefume you proceeded upon in the befbre-mcntioned agreement vviih His 
Majefty’s Officers may be your guide, unlefs a better and more equitable one can be fubitifutud in it’s 
lioom. M  we ftiall give the like inllrudions to our other Prefidencies, you muft fend as foon as‘poHible 
copies of your faid agreeihent for dividing the captors’ moiety araoug tbe King’* arid Cotupany’*- 
Oî ccrs, for their iiUormation and guidance.

1*0 A  ftxdcrs
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orders here, and wc defire that you will make them known to the army under your 
command.

W e  are, S I R ,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient humble fervants,
2 id  Septem ber-177 1. ,

J O S . D U  P R E ,  & c. Council.

Extra El o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St, George, in th eir M ilitary
Department, \(>th September, 1771.

•

Extra£i o f  L etter from  Governor Du Pre to General Smith, dated i6 th  September, 1771.

I S H A L L  give out the Patent in public orders, I have more than once in
formed the Nabob, that, according to the ufage of war, the plunder o f towns taken 
by ftorm belongs to the captors.

ExtraB o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. G iorge, in their M ilitary 
Department, Fridc^, 18/  ̂ October, 1771,

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pie Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke Richard Brickenden
John Whitehill George Mackay.

Extract o f  L etter from  General Smith to the Prefident and Council, d jted. Camp before
Tanjorx, n t h  October, 177 u

I A M  honoured with your commands of the 23d and 25th September, with the 
fevcral extiadts from the Court o f Diredtors’ letters relative to plunder and 
booty, &c.— all which,' purfuant to your orders, have been made public to the 
troops under my command.

T he Rajah's Vackeels are in camp with the young Nabob, and very readily agree 
to all his demands, except the entire ceflTion of Vellum, and admitting a garrifon 
into the capital. The young man at j->rcfem appears firm, but is greatly hurt at the 
ifcarciry of provifioas. H e has made a propofal to give the army 7 Lacks o f Rupees

S in



in cafe Tanjorc is taken, and what is found in it, together with what was in Vellum 
be delivered up to him ; including, moreover, what may hereafter be taken during 
the expedition. H avin g affembled the Field Officers, together with one Captain 
and one Subaltern from each corps, I communicated to them the above propofal, 
which they unanimoufly rejedted ; and I may venture to fay, they fpoke the fenfc 
o f the whole army. 'The terms they fecmed difpofed to accept were, that each in
dividual fiiould receive double the fum they received at M adura; on which they arc 
ready to relinquilh their claim to that portion o f the fpoil which the Court of Di- 
reiftors had allotted to them. This their refolution I have made the Nabob ac
quainted with, but I have not yet had his anfwer.

M inute o f  the Bvard on the above L etter fr om  G eneral Smith.

"WE confider the Company, in the prefent expedition againft Tanjore, as AuxHia- 
Ties to the Nabob ; in which charader we arc commanded by our Superiors to fup- 
port andaflifthim, and not to make them the principals in his wars: for which rea
son we have not thought ourfelvcs authorized to ftipulate for any compenfation to 
the Company, either for their rifks, or for their fervices; nor do wc think the 
Company, merely as Auxiliaries, entitled to plunder and booty. Whatever fhall be 
taken or acquired, is taken or acquired for the principal— the Nabob. How far this 
may in the long run anfwer to the Company, is not for us to enquire; but if the 
cafe be fo, then the army can have no claim to any plunder or booty, by virtue o f 
the promifc made by the Company to give to the army the half of the plunder and 
booty granted to the Company by the Letters-Patent o f the 14th January 1758 ; 
becaufe thofe Letters-Patent fpeak only of luch plunder or booty as fhall be “  taken 
“  or feized from any o f the enemies o f  the fa id  Company, o r  the enemies o f  the Crown.** 
Neverrhelefs, we believe the ufagc of war entitles tbe troops, 'whether Principals 
or Auxiliaries, to the plunder o f places taken by ftorm. It was, we believe, upon 
this confideration, that at the fiege o f Vellour, and again at the fiege o f Madura, 
the Nabob agreed with the army to give them a fpccific fum in cafe the place fliould' 
be taken, either by afl'ault or by capitulation, as an agreed equivalent to the plun
der they would be entitled to fhould it be taken by florm. W c confider the offer 
which General Smith informs us the Nabob’s Son has made to the army, as an offer 
made upon this ground. The reflexion that occurs to us upon it is, that if the army 
be entitled, by the ufagc o f war, to the plunder and booty found in places taken by 
ftorm, we have no power to control that right, and cannot therefore with propriety 
interfere in this tranfaffion. I f  it be their right, they may agree to an ecjuivalenr to 
forego that right, or they may refufe it. The cafe would be different if the N a
bob were to offer a voluntary donation to the arm*y, as a rei\ard for pafl, or as an 
encouragement for future fervices. '1 he Frefident, however, is dcfired to inform 
the Nabub of what the General has wrote on this fubjedt, in his letter now before 
\»s, but to leave the Nabob-entirely to do therein as he fhall think fit.

a p p e n d i x . N o. XXIII. • 825
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Extract o f  P roccedtn is e f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. Georgtf in thtir M ilitary 
Department, Monday^ t\ fi October, 1771*

P R E S E N T ,

JofiasDu Pre Efquire, Governor, Prcfident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardiey
John Smith George Stratton
Henry B r o o k e -----------------
John Whitehill George Mackay.

T H E  Prefident informs the Board, that he communicated to the Nabob the 
propofal made to the arnTy by his Son, of 7 Lacies o f Ruj>ees, as an equivalent in 
lieu o f the plunder arnl booty that may be taken during the prefent fervice, as 
advifed in General Smith’s letter o f the 12th inftant, entered in the preceding 
Confultation. That the Nabob replied, that he would readily agree to pay 
double what was given at Madura, which he faid amounted to about 150,000 
Pagodas. But when the Prcfident informed him, that each individual expected 
to receive double what thofe of the fame rank received at Madura, the Nabob 
fccmcd much furprifed, and faid be would conGder of it.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John Smith 
G eo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John WKitehiU 
Geo. M ackay.

l.xira'A o f  P roceedings o f  ib e Prcfident and Council at Fort St. (jcorgey in their 
Departmenty Monday ̂ xltb October, 1.7 2 1-

P R E S E N T ,

Jofus D u Pre Efquire^ Governor, Prcfident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Atdley
-------------------- George Stratton
Henry Brooke Richard Brickenden'
John Whitehill George Mackay.

Extract o f  L etter f r m  G m ra l Smith to the Preftdent audCeuneil, daUd, Camp iieat'
Tanjore, lo ih O cto b ir ,  1771..

I T O O K  the liberty o f mentioning to the Board the Nabob’s firll offl-r to- 
the anny, regarding the mq^pty o f the plunder and booty that might be taken

during
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during the campaign, and the fenfc o f the whole corps o f  officers entertained o f  
fuch a propofal. I communicated their opinion of it to Omdat-ul Omrah Be- 
hauder, with tiieir expeftations from the capture o f Tanjore; he returned me 
the enciofed addrefs •, and having fummoned all the Field OfRcers o f the army, 
with a Captain and Subaltern from each corps, I laid before them his fecond pro
pofal, which they agreed to, (the Field Officers excepted) who thought their pro
portions, as well as thofe o f the Captains and Subalterns, ought to be doubled.
I mentioned this to the young Nabob, who returned for anfwcr, that at the re- 
dudion o f Madura there were only two Majors, whereas at prefent there are no 
lefs than nine Field Officers ; and that to double their proportions, the fum re
quired would be more than he could confent to give. Y ou  will obferve he has 
put down the Commanding Officer an eighth o f the whole j give me leave to 
aflure ydu, upon my honour, that this was merely an aft o f  his own, I never 
having opened my lips to him on the matter, knowing that thefe points would 
reft entirely in the breafts o f the Board to do as they may think proper.

The Field Officers addrefs you now on the fubjeft, and I tranfmit their letter 
to me by this conveyance for the Board’s perufal; and at the fame time I beg 
leave to remark, that their defire o f tying the Nabob down to certain terms, 
whether the place was put into his pofiefTion or not, and that at a  Im e when f e r -  
v ic e  is go in g on, I could not have expefted from the principal officers o f this army ; 
hut I leave you to judge o f the pro )riety or impropriety o f fuch a demand. 
However, I mentioned to the young Nabob, ”  That fiippofing a peace Ihould 
take place, I hoped he would confider the fatigues and hardftiips the troops had 
undergone fince they fat down before this place, and that his endeavours to 
obtain, either from the Rajah or his Father, fome recompenfe for them would not 
be wanting.

L etter from  Omdat-ul-Omrah, the NahoFs eldejl Son  ̂ to Brigadier-G eneral Smithy c m -
manding the Troops on the Coafi.

S I R .

H A V IN G  duly confidered and deliberated.upon your anfwer, relpefttiig the 
proportion expedled by the army in confideration o f the fatigue and trouble they 
eil!her have or may undergo during thisr prefcrJt campaign, or on my being put in 
xjficffion o f the garrifon ot Tanjore, either by agreement or force o f arms; 1 do 
lereby confenr and pron>ife to give them, in lieu of-all claim or claims to jilundcr 

or booty, o f what kind foevcr, thatt has or tnay be taken during the expeditron, as 
follows; payable withm three months after the fall o f Tanjore.

•

T o  the Commander in Chief I  will give a fum equal to one eighth of what the 
iharc o f the Company’s troops only amount to.

10 B ’ To
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T o  every Lieutenant-Colonel . —  —  —  “ •
T 0 every Major —  —  —  —
T o  the Quarter-Mafter Ckneral, as fuch, only  ̂ _ —
T o  the Aid-du-Camp, Brigade-Major, Secretary, Commiflary and 

Paymafter, Chaplain and Surgeons, and Commiflary o f Stores 
T o  the Provoft Marflial —  —  —  —  — .
T o  the Baggage Mafter —  —  •—  ~
T o  the Surgeons’ Mates, each —  —  —
T o  the Adjutant o f Sepoys —  —  —  —
T o  Captains o f the Army •—  —  —  —
T o  Subaltern Officers, each —  —  —
T o  Serjeants —  —  —  —  —
T o  Corporals and European Drummers, each —  , —  —
T o  Private Europeans, each —  —  —
T o  Black Drummers —  —  —  —  '—
T o  Commandants o f Battalions of Sepoys, each —  ■—
T o  Subadars —  —  —  —  —
T o  Jcmidars —  —  —  —  —
T o  Havildars —  —  —  • •—  —
T o  Naigucs —  —  —  —  —
T o  Sepoys — >• —  —  —  • —  —
T o  Syrangs • —  —  —  —
T o  Tindals —  —  —  —  —
T o  Lafcars —  —  —  —  —  «—  —

I am , S I R ,

Your moft; obedient and humble fervant;.
Camp before Tanjore^

17th O dober, 1771.

L etter from  the Field Officers to General SmUh,

S I R ,

Pagodas.
4000
3000
4000

2000

lO O O *

50b-
IO O O ' 

1000 
aooo  
1000 

40

30
2 0 -

8
100

50
1 5 -
8.
6 
4  

3  O'
' 5 -

W E  whofe names are underNvritten, the Field Officers of the army employed in- 
the redudion of Tanjore, beg o f you to take theearlieft opportunity o f returning 
thanks to His Excellency the Nabob for the generous difpofition he has Ihewn to
wards the troops, by propofing to grant to them a fura o f money in lieu o f their 
moiety o f the captures incident to this campaign; which we apprehend, thoi^h 
not dearly exprclled in His Excellency’s letter, we lhall at all events receive. I^r 
aithcfugh the Nabob (hould not be aftually put in polTeflion o f Tanjore, yet as wc 
arc battering in breach, and have advanced the fap to the very counterfcarp, we 
cannot doubt but any terms which His Excellency may now make will be attenJed 
with every advantage iic can defire, and will be owing entirely to the operations o f 
the military, and the terror ir f̂ufed in the Rajah by our verv near approach.
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W e  cannot however help obferving, that by the covenants we have feparately 
entered into with the Honourable the Court of Direftors, for governing and 
diredting the affairs o f the Honourable and United Company of Britifh Mer
chants trading to the Eaft-Indies, it is not in our power to ftipiilate, or even 
agree, to the particular fums which each individual is to receive. W e have there- ' 
fore torequeft o f ou to defire H is Excellency ferioufly to confider the merits o f 
the troops, and to' grant a certain fum, leaving the diftribution of it to the H o 
nourable the Governor and Council o f Fort St. George, agreeable to the intentions 
o f the H onourable Court of Dircftors ; an4  they, we make no doubt, will propor
tion it agreeable to the rank and appointment which each individual holds from 
the Company.

W e  remain, with great refpedt and efteem,

S I R ,
Camp befor Tanjore,
Odober i.8ih,. Y our moft obedient fervants,.

Rofs Lang 
J. Butler 
W . Flint 
A . Bonjour 
Patrick Rofs 
Edjvard Jame?

For Major Vaughan on duty, John Braithwaite'
John Braithwakc 
Humphry Harper 
John Des Plans.

The Prefident alfo lays before the Board the following letter from the Field Offi- 
ccTs, on the fubjed; o f the Nabob’s propofalsi

Letter from  the Field O fficers to the Governor on the fam efu b jeB ,

Honourable Sir,.

W E  find ourfelves under a neceflity of troubling you on a fubjefb, which we' 
fincerely wifh had never been brought into altercation ; that is, as it relates* to par-- 
ticulars, we covild have wifhed that you had been firft addrefled upon the matter 
in general, and ^hat the diftribution and determination, as to individuals, had firft- 
cbme from you with the concurrence o f  the Board.

On the loth inftant, wc, with a Captain and Subaltern from each corps  ̂ were' 
defired to meet at the General’s tent that afternoon at four o’clock. Upon our being 
aflembled, we were acquainted with the orders o f the Honourable Court o f D irc& o rs,. 
entit.ling^us to one moiety o f the captures incident to war, ordnance, ftores, & c. ex
cepted; and were at the fame time lold that His Excellency the Nabob, both as an’ 
encouragement for the future and reward for paft fervices, wits pleafed to offer to the 
army fcvcn Lacks of* Rupees j which was'alfo to be deemed by the army as a foffi- 
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cient fum, in confideration for their moiety o f the captures o f  this campaign, 
v'hich were in confequcnce to be carried to his crcdit. The general opinion was, 
that the fum was fo far froui being a reward or encouragement, that it could fcarcdj 
be deemed a reafonable offer for the moiety to which the army was entitled; and the 
general voice, upon it’s being a(ked what was expcfted, was, that the doubling the 
prize money o f Madura to each individual might be cxpeAed. On the i8th 
inftant, we received orders, figned by the Brigade-Major, to meet at the General's 
tent at eleven that day, in conjudtion with a Captain and Subaltern* from each 
corps, to fe t t le  the affair o f prize-money.. Upon our meeting a paper was laid be
fore us, particularizing the fum to be paid to each individual o f the army ; this 
paper was delivered by the General, who at the fame time told us, tliat it was the 
N abob’s final refolve, to which every one muft fign, or do as they could.

Upon confidering with ourfelves we concludcd, tha*t we were not authorized to 
fign any fuch agreement with the Nabob, and declined figning i t ; for which the 
'General dofired us to give our reafons in writing, which we accordingly did that 
evening in a letter, a copy o f which we enclofe to you under N o. i . W c alfo 
enclofe to you, under N o. 2, a copy of the paper propofed to us to fign ; which, 
■over and above the Impropriety of ihe ad, we apprehend has particular de- 
fedts, viz. T h a t there are allowances for the Staff ini:e|)endent o f  their ranks in 
the army, and there ase alfo omiffions of cxrra rewards to Serjeant Major, 
Quartcr-mafterSerjeants, and Drum Majors, who are upon thcfe occafions, by the 
cuftom o f the army, always diftingulflwrd.

Our opinion however, S'r, upon the whole was, that we had no right to alter
cate the matter, but were bound to leave it to rhe Prefident and C ouncil; and in 
that ftilc we accordingly delivered our 1‘cntiments to the General. Ncverthelefs, 
wifhing to avoid all public appearances ot dilunion, we unanimoufly fubmit this 
matter to you, to determine in fuch manner as you may think moft eligible, and 
confonant to the intention o f our Honourable Mafters.

W e have the honour to remain, with true refpeft. 

Camp before Tanjore, Honourable Sir,

O d o b e r z o ,  1771. Your obedient fervants,

Rofs Lang 
J. Butler 
A. Bonjour 
Patrick Rofs 
John Des Plans 
Edward James 
Richard Vaughan 
Humphrey Harper 
John Braithwaite.

N . B Licutenant-Coloncl Flint oA duty.

P a fm

•^30 B O O T Y  A N D  P L O N D E R .



* Papers en d  f t  d.

N o. 1 . I etter to A c  G e n ia l o f the 12th inftant.
2. Diltributlon ot prize-money-.

i he G i-n c ra l’s anl'wer to the letter o f the I2th, Pent upon the rccelpt of.
Second letter to the Gen,eral o f the 20th inftant.

3. I'hird letter to the General of the ioth  inllant.

T o  the Honourable Jofias D u  Pre Efquire.

The Nabob’s propofals, referred to in the foregoing letter, No. i ,  are the fame as 
entered* a b ovsc, with the following remarks and objci^ions made thereto by the 
Field Officers i

ift. That the allowance to the Quarter-Mafler-General, as it is worded, entitles 
Jiini to receive all'o as Captam^Lieutenant o f Artillery, which will make his ftiare 
amount to Pagodas 6000, and that he fuperfedes all Majors.

2d- That the Aid-du-Camp and Brigade Major have extra ^ay, and extra 
lhare ot prize-money— unprecedented.

^d. T he allowance to Provoft Matter unprecedented.

^th. I'he allowance to Baggage Mafter unprecedented.

5th. T he Adjutant o f  Sepoys not more entitled than every othtr Adjutant, who ‘ 
tiever receive double fhares.

The copy off the letter from the Field Officers to  General Smith, tranfmitted 
tivith their letter to thePrefident, and referred to N o . .2, is the fame as that en
tered above, received from General Smith.

S I R ,  C am p before Tanjorc, 20th‘Odtober 1771^

IN  confequence o f  your own defirc, by which you wiflied to have our reafons de
livered to you in writing, for objedting to fign a paper particularizing the fums to 
be paid to ea».h individual, in liea o f their moiety o f the captures incident to this 
•camfiaign, we did ourfelves the honour to write to you a letter on the i8th in- 
ilant, requefting you therein to communicate our opinion to H is Excellency the 
I'Jabob, at the lame time with our thanks f(jr the generous difpofition he has 
^ c w n , with which ;ve w«re perfe<ffcly fatisficd- -As we therein cholc, as in duty 
bound, His Honour the Governor^ and Council o f Fort St. George, to make the 
dil\r:butioti, we think tt a duty incumbent on us to write to the Prefidency on 
■the.£ubjedt i h n i  before wc dole our letter, fliould be much obliged to you to

10 C know
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know the Nabob’s fentimcnts on this m atter; and we hope we fhall be excufed, 
if  wc add a defire o f receiving your anfwer, previouj to the difpatch o f any 
cfcort.

W c  remain, with true refpeft,

S I R, &c.

L etter from  General Smith to Ueutenant-Colonel Lang^ Field Officers,

G E N T L E M E N ,

I A M  this moment favoured with your addrefs relative to the Nabob’s pro- 
pofals concerning the captures incident to this campaign ; he has been informed 
with your fentiments therein/and at the time I mentioned to him your diflatis- 
fadlion with refpedt to the he defired me to inform you it could not
be akered. It was my intention to tranfmit your letter o f the i8th Odtobcr to the 
Board, and I (hall this evening ; and whatever you may have to add oa this fub- 
jedt I will readily forward to the Prefidency.

I  am, G E N T L E M E N y  with elleem.

Your moft obedient fcrvant.

Cam p, 20th O aober, 1 7 7 1 . (Signed) J. S M I T H .

P. S. How'cver unanimous we might have been in regard to the Nabob’s pro- 
pofals, yet the final determination and diftribution muft comc from the Governor 
and Council.

L etter from  the Field Officers to General Smltb»

S I R ,

W E  are juft now favoured with your’s of this inftant, for which we return you 
our thanks, a? alfo for the opportunity you give us of communicating our fenti
ments to the Honourable Board, which lhall be fent to you forthwith, requefting 
that you will forward them with your own. W e cannot help faying, that you feem 
totally to have miftaken our intention, when you fay, that At the fame time 
you acquainted the Nabob with our dilTatisfa£tion at p r o p o r t i o n s W c  dO' 
not recolledi to have exprcffed any diflatisfadion in our letter; we only therein 
obferved, that we thought it belonged to the Honourable the Governor and Coun
cil to make the diftribution, and to thofe only, and of that opinion we ftill remain ;  
being,

S I R ,  with true rcfpcft. 

Y o u r  moft obedient fervants, 

Tht
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‘The B oa rd s Remark on the foregoing Papers,

W E  have already, in our Minutes o f the 18th inflant, delivered it as our opinion, 
that as the army have, by the cuftom o f war, a right to the plunder and booty found 
in places taken by ftorm, they may ftipulate for a fum to be paid them in lieu o f 
futh right, whether the place be taken by aflault or capitulation ; but we are clearly 
of opinion, that they have no right to make any ftipulation for a fum to be paid 
th:m if the place be not taken, which, would be a breach of their covenants. I f  
the Nabob fhouJd be defirous o f making them a prefent, in confideration of the dan
gers and fatigues they have undergone* we think we ought not to objeft to their 
receiving it v but then it muft come voluntarily from the N abob, of his own free 
will and motion, and muft not be looked upon as what they have the leaft right to 
demand. W ith refpcdt to the manner o f dividing the fum that may be agreed on 
in cafc the place be taken, or fuch prefent as the Nabob may be pleafqd to make to 
the army if the place be not taken, the Board think it unneceffary at prefent to enter 
into a difcuffion thereof..

Extra SI o f  Proceedings o f  the P  reft dent and Council at Fort St. George, in their Militarjf 
Departmenty M on d a y^ N o v em b e r , 1771.

P R E S E N T ^

Jofias D u Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke Richard Brickenden
Joha WhitehiU George Mackay

Extract o f  L etter fr om  General Smith to the P refident and Council^ dated. Camp near
I ’anjore, Z()tb October, 1771.

I H A V E  a very particular fatisfa£lion in afluring the Honourable Board, that 
the officers and men under my command have ihewn duning the expedition all the 
fteadinefs, alacrity, and chearfulnefs, in the execution o f every part o f  their doty, 1 
could wi(h. and ftall on all occafions be happy to exprefs the fenfc I entertain o f  
their good behaviour during this fie^e ; at the fame time I beg leave to recommend 
to the Hommrable Board's proteftion and countcnanct, in obtaining a reward for 
them, in fome degree their due, for the hardfhips and fatigues they have under
gone •, as I can with truth affirm, that no army in this country has, in the fame fpacc 
o f time, fufFered more fatigue than they have done. W e  hope and believe your 
Honour, &c. will ufe your influence with the Nabob to make fome addition to the 
fum ftipulated by Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, in one o f the articles o f  peace with 
the Rajah, in favour o f the army, fo as to make it worth their acceptance. Tw o 
Tjrcaches were nearly pradicable at the time the Nabob fettled matters with the

6 Rajah t
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Rajah ; the riffictrs, & c think that cireumftance alone will be fufficient to plead 
for thuii, as it w is in c )iilrq hencr oF the tJrt ad of our arm>!, and being on the creft 
o f the glacis, that ot>lig<-tl the Rajah to comply with the young Nabob’s demands. 
Whatever mav be allotred to them, your diredioas will ue aUl'oUuely nccefTary for 
the mode of diilribution.

T}:>e Board's Obfervation.

W e  obferve with great fatisfadlion tlie favourable mention made by General 
Smith o f the behaviour of the officers and men ot every corps during this expedition! 
befides a due attention arvdjegird to their rcl'pettive meritSj we can only offer them 
our thanks; particularly to Major Vaughan, whole fteady condudl and iirrancfs oa 
the i l l  Otflolier deferves the moil honourable notice.
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ExiraSl o f  Proceeditt^s o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in  their 
A'lilitary D eparm enl, iHth November,

A D R A U G H T  o f a letter to General Smith being prepared, on the fubjed 
o f the requeft contained in his letter of the 29th OcloL>er, that the Board would 
ufe their influence with the Nabob to make fomc addition to the fum  ftipulated by 
Omdat-id-Omrah Behauder, in one o f  the articles o f the treaty o f  peace w ith  the RajaJ.i o f  
Tanjore, in fa vou r  o f  the army, fo as to make it worth their acceptance; it is ordered 
that the fame be fent round for the confideration of thcfeveral Members.

Extract o f  P receedings o f  the Prrjident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Departmentt i^ th  November, 1771.

T H E  draught o f a letter to  Genc?ral Smith, on the fubjed o f his requeft that 
the Board would intereft themfelves with the Nabob, to obtain fome addition to tlic 
fum llipuJated for the army in the treaty with the Rajah of Tanjore, having been 
fent round, and approved by the feveral Members, the I’ refident is defired to com
municate the fame to the Nabobs and if approved by him, that it be wrote fair 
and difpatched.

FxtraB  o f  P fca ed in gs <if the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, la  sh eir M ilitary
Department, ib th  November, I ’j ’i i ,

T h e  following letter was this day fent to 'General Smrth, tlie draught thereof 
having been previoufly lhcwn.to the Nabob, and approved ^  himu

To



*to Brigadier-General Jo ffph  Smith, Commanding O Jiccr o f  the Troops on the.Coafi,

S I R ,

IN your letrer o f the 12th Odtobcr you informed us, that Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
hauder had made a propolalof giving the army 7 Lacks of Rupees in caleTanjorc 
(hould be taken, provided what Ihould be found in it, as well as what had beea 
and Ihould be taken from the enemy during the expedition, were delivered up to 
him. That having deliberated thereon with the Field Officers, &c. they had imjiii- 
nioufly rejedtcd the offer, feemed difpofed to accept o f double what each officer 
received* at Madura, and for fuch a confideration would relinquifh their claim to 
that portion o f  the fp o il w h ich  the Court o f  D irectors had allotted them.

In your letter o f the 20ch Oftobcr you inform us, that having communicated to 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr the fcnfe o f the whole corps o f officers in refpedt to his 
abovementioned propofal, (which you enclofed to us) purporting a«promife, or en
gagement, to give to the army under your command certain fums therein cxprefled, 
in lieu of all claims they might have to plunder or booty, o f whar kind focver, that 
had been, or (hould be taken during the expedition, in cafc o f his being put in 
poflcffion o f the fort o f Tanjore, payable within three months after the fall o f 
the fort. That the propofal was agreed to by all except the Field Officers, who 
thought their proportions, as well as thofe of the Captains and Subalterns, ought 
to be doubled. That Omdat-ul-Omrah being acquainted therewith replied, that at 
the redudtion o f Madura there were only two Majors that on this fervice there 
are no lefs than nine Field Officers; and that to double their proportions, would 
raife the lum to more than he could confent to give. That upon this occafion the 
Field Officers had addreflcd a letter to you, dated the i8th O dober, (which you 
alfo enclofe us) defiring, amongft other things, that the diftribution of the whole fum 
promifed to the army might be left to the Prcfident and Council; and intimating their 
fcnfe of the promife made by Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to be, although not clearly 
fo exprefled, that they fhould at all events reccive the fame-; for that altho’ he fliould 
not be actually put in polTcnion o f Tanjore, yet whatever terms he (hould obtain 
muft be attributed to the operations o f the army. That however you had only 
mentioned to him your hope, that, in cafe a peace fhould take pbofe, he would con- 
fidcr the fatigues and hardlhips the troops had undergone ; and that his endeavours 
would not be \yanting to obtain Ibme recompence for them, either from his Father 
or the Rajah of Tanjore.

A t the fame time the Prcfident received a letter from the Field Officers under 
your command, dated the 20th Oftober, and wrote, as it appears, with your know
ledge and concurrence, referring the diftribution o f the whole fum fo promifed 
to be given or paid to the determination o f the Prcfident and Council, in fuch 
manner as they Ihould thiak moil eligible, and confonant to the intcjition o f the 
Court o f Direftors.
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In your letter of the 29th Oflober, after advifing us o f the conclufion o f peace, ex
prefling the lenlc you entertain o f the good behaviour of the officers and men under 
your command, and comn-iending the fteadinel's, alacrity, and chcarfulnefs they had 
(hewn in the execution o f every part of their duty durmg the expedition againft 
Tanjorc, you recommend them to our protedion and counienancc, in obtaining a 
reward for them, in fome degree you think tlieir due for tlie hardfliips and fatigues 
they had undergone ; adding, you hope and believe we will ufe our influence with 
the Nabob, to make fome addition to the fum Jlipulaied by Omdat ul-Omrah Behauder^ 
in one o f  the articles o f  the pea ce w ith  the Rajah, in favour o f  the armj/y fo as to make it 
worth their acceptance.

W e have thought it proper thus to recite the material parts and fpirit of what 
hath come before us on this fubjcd-, that a clear (late of the matter may at once, 
without reference, be apparent to whonifocver it may concern.

T he fubjedts above recited are fo very intercfting to the individual, and fo impor
tant in their confequences to the public ;— as individuals we feel fo ftrong a pro- 
penfity to favour the individuals of the army, as rei'ponfible agents we find ourlelves 
fo limited and retrained, and as depofitaries of the general intereft o f our Conftttu- 
ents and their connexions, we lee fiich danger in precedents, that we enter with 
great reludtance on the diltuffionof fuch oppofite intcrefts, and can fcarcely flatter 
ourfelves with the. hope of giving general latisfadtion. W e mufl neverthelefs 
hazard an opinion ; and that the Company, the Nabob, the Army, the Public, may 
know the grounds of our procedure, and the principles which govern us, we lhall 
explain them at large ; fo ferve not only as a d( cilion, fo far as it reds with us to 
decide in the prefent cafe, but as a rule for the future, at leaft until the Court o f 
Direftors fhall declare their fenfe on this fubjedt.

In the late Parliamentary difcuflions of the Company’s rights it hath been aflTerted; 
that th^y derive no power or authority from iheir charter to wage ofirnfive war as 
principals. W e are far from afiuming a competency to judge of a propofition o f 
fuch jmport.ince to the Company ; it is fufficient that fuch a propofition hath been 
fuggelted to put us on our guard, that the Company incur not a prcmunire by our 
conduft. The Company’s tra le  was not objlrtided hy the Rajah o f  Tanjort ■, his offences 
ti-f’ t  a ga ifft  his liege Lord, the Ruler of the Cainatick I’ayen Ghaut, whom the 
Company’s forces have been employed to aflift and lupporc, as Auxiliiirics.

The King, our Gracious Sovereign, by His Royal Letters Patent, bearing date 
the 14th day o f January 1758, bath been pleafcd to grant to the Company all fuch 
pluntleror booty as fhall be taken or lirized from any of the enemies of the faid 
Company, or t?he enemies of the Crown,

The Court o f Direftors, by their ktt^r to the Prefident and Council o f Fort St‘. 
George, dated 8th March 175^, par. 32 have been pleafcd to promile to their 
forces one half of the plunder and booty which Ihould be taken by fuch forces, 
and which is fo granted to the Company by the above-rccited Patent.
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W e arc of opinion, that the grant made by thf fald Letters-Patcnt does not extend * 
to plunder or booty taken by the Company’s forccs in any war or expedition wherein 
they arc only auxiliary, and adt in conjundion with the forces of the State to which 
they are auxiliary ; and confequently, that the Company have no right, under th% 
Patent, to any plunder or booty taken in an auxiliary war or expedition, cannot 
grant any to their forces, nor can their forces, as fcrvants, have a greater right than 
their principals, except in the cafe herein-aftermentioned.

The Rajah of Tanjore hath not, in the late expedition, been declared or confidereJ 
as an enemy either to the Crown or to the Company ; but on the contrary, we have 
declared* the Company to be only auxiliary in the late expedition ; and confequently 
we are of opinion that the army can derive no right or benefit, in the late expedition, 
cither from the Letters-Patcnt, or the Company’s promife made in confequence 
tliereof.

But we are o f opinion, that, according to the ufagc and cuftom o f  war, all plunder 
and booty (warlike (lores excepted) found in places taken by ftorm, becomes the 
property o f the captors j that is to fay, the individual forces by which fuch places 
arc fo taken.

Upon an attentive perufal o f the coventints between the Company and their mili
tary officers, we do not find any thing that, in our opinion, can h e  conftrued, or 
is intended to fuperlede that, right..

I f  this opijiion. be jufl it will follow,, that the forces inveding or befieging a 
place, nuy luvtiilly compromifc, bargain, and exchange that right for any fpccific 
fum to. be paid tbcin in lieu thereof, upon a furrender o f that right, when they fliall 
be in adtual pon'effiun..

But we are o f opinion, that tJie Company’s forccs cannot, confidently with their 
covenants, n-.ake any compromifc, bargain, or agreement fora compenfation in any 
other cafc whatfoevcr, becaufe the covenants exprefsly jirohibit any bargain or con- 
trad for firvice or ferviccs performed or to be performed. In brief,, our opinion 
is, that plunder or booty taken by llorm differs from every other cole in this 
rd p td t; that the m e  is a matter of right by the ufage o f war, and every man may 
dilpof(‘ of his right; but fervices in war, in all other cafes, give no riglit o f this 
kind, unl'*fs by fpccial grants j and the reward o f military ferviccs is ever at the will 
o f the Sovereign.

W e  are further o f opinion, in refpcdl to the Company’s forces, that fervices b'e- 
ing perfonncci, they may, confiflenily with the fpirit, and acrording to the true 
intent and meaning of their covenants with the Company, reccivc and retain any 
gift, gratuity,,or donation, in money or efte<fts, from any Indian Pfince, Soverei'rn 
Subah, or Nabob, for whom fuch ferviccs fhall have been perfornied ; provided*no 
compulfionbc ufed,— noconipromife, bargain, or ftipulation fliall have been prcvioully
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made-: in a word, that fuch gift or donn.tion be made freely and fppntafleouny, and 
with the privity and confent o f the Governor and Council.

Having thus given our opinion up'in the matter of right, claim, or pretenfion 
•of the army to plunder or booty, or an equivalent,  we ftall make fome obferva- 
tions on the late tranfadtions rcfpedting the iame, as they arc communicated to us 
in the letters hcrein-before recited.

As to the propofal firft made bv O m c la t - i i l  Omrah Beliauder of 7 Lacks of 
Rupees, the fenfe cxprefTcd by the officers thereon, and the fccond propofal or 
engagement o f Omdat-ul-Omrah, we have only to oblerve, that we think the army 
had a' right to rejeft or to accept of any [-ropofal which was made them o f a funi 
o f money, as an ec^uivalent for the plunder and booty which Ihould be found in the 
fort of Tanjore if it were taken by ftorm, to be paid them after the fort fhould be 
taken, upon their relinquiftiing fuch iheir right and pofleflloB ; and therefore, fo 
far as the fecond propofal or engagement of Omdat-i:l-Omrah may be conftrued an 
engagement limited to this particular cafe, we think it was juftifiable. And as the 
fum thereby agreed to be paid would have been an equivalent for an independent 
right, the ciiftribution would not have fallen under our control; and therefore, 
had the agreement taken place, it would not have been neccHary, and cannot now 
be fo, for us to deliver any opinion refpeding the proportions or fhares propoled 
for the feveral ranks o f European officers. But we cannot help remarking the 
great and humiliating diftinition vvhirh is made between the European and Sepoy 
corps, becaufe fuch a diftindtion tends, in our opinion, to the prejudice o f the 
fervice. A Commandant o f a battalion of Sepoys is allotted for his Ihare 100 Pa
godas, an European Captain aooo Pagodas; a Subadar 50 Pagodas, and a Jemidar 
15 Pagodas, both commilTjoned officers; a Subaltern of Europeans 1000 Pagodas, 
a Serjeant 40 Pagodas, and a private European 20 Pagodas, &c. Although the 
fuperior'courage, difcipline, and attachment of our countrymen will ever give them 
the greateft title to our confidence, yet it is principally upon the native troops 
that the Company mufl: depend ultimately for the proted îon of their acquifitions in 
India; it feems' therefore neceflary by every means to infpire them with military 
ardour, and attach them to the fervice in which they arc engaged : but can either 
fpirit or attachment be expefted, vvhen fuch proofs of contempt are manifelled ? 
T he whole corps of native troops is degraded by the propofed diilribution, in 
which the native commifTioned officer is reduced beneath the level o f a private E u
ropean foldier.

From what has been faid, our opinion upon the whole is clearly deducible; 
yet as we wifti not to leave the leaft colour ot doubt upon any part of this intercft- 
ing fubjeft, we think it proper to fay in exprefs terms, that, in our opinion, the fenfc 
declared by the Field Officers, in their letter to you of the i8th O dober, is by no 
means warrantable. It is very evident however that it arofe from a miftake in the 
ground o f their reafoning; a miftake, as it appears to us i for they fet out with 
acknowledgments to the Nabob for his generous offer of a fun\ o f money, in lieu oj
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'their moiety 'o f the captures incident to the campaign ; from whencc it is 'plain they 
thought the plunder and booty which niight be taken in the late expedition, eaiue 
within the intent and m cam ^  o f  the'Letters-Patent o f 1758, and the Coratany’* 
promife in c o n r c q u e t i c e  o f -it: we are of^a contrary opinion, and have already 
afljgncd our reafons. One obfervation more occurs on the Field Officers’ letter i 
They fay they apprehend, though it is not clearly fo exprefled in Omdat-ul*Omrah’s 
letter or propofal, that they fhould at all events receive the prq^nifed f u m  ; and the 
reafon they aflign for that expeftatioii is, that although the Nabob fhould not be ac
tually put in pofl'effion o f Tanjore^ yet as you were battering in breach, & c .  whatever 
terms the N a b o b  might make, would be owing entirely to the operations of the 
army* &c. Since the Rajah contemptuouQy rejefted all reafonable demands o f 
iubmiflTion before the army took the field* there cannot be a doubt that whatever 
terms the Rajah afterwards fubmitted to ought to be afcribcd ro the operations of 
the army; yet in our opinion it does not follow, that therefore the army became 
entitled to any compenfatton, for the words and fpirit o f the covenants between the 
Company and their Officers {\’ eak exprefsly the contrary* You appear to us to be 
alfo o f this opinion; and therefore you. only exprefled your hope to Omdat-ul- 
Omrah, that in cafe a peace fhould take place, the fatigues and hardfhips o f the 
array would be confidered, & c. This mode appears to us lefs exceptionable j yet 
ruje doubt whether it w ill meet w ith  approbation at home, becaufe it may efiablifh a danger
ous precedent. From the general tenor of you r  condudt, and what we know o f  you r  
difpofition, we arc very confident thatjo« were incapable of doing or intending mbre 
than is exprefled in your letter to u s ; you mentioned the fubjedt in a refpedlful 
manner, and left it there : but who fees not, that i f  ever the army fliould have a 
violent, an arbitrary, an overbearing rapacious man at it’s head, circuftlftances rtiay 
f o  happen, as that a moft humble requeft may differ only in words from a  demiihd, 
and produce the fame effedls as compulfion. In a word, where there is l̂o right 
there ought to be no claim j and i f  any thing.be given, it-fhould be given freely and 
unafked.

W e come now to your letter o f the 29th Odtober, ih which you recoJnmend the 
army to our proteftion and countenance, in obtaining a reward for them, which in 
fome degree you think their due, and requefl our influence in obtaining from the 
Nabob fome addition to the fum flipujated, in one o f the articks o f  peace with the 
Rajah, in favour of the army, & c.

In tht articles of tile peace yon fent us w t do not find any flipulation in favour 
o f  the army, and we will be fo frank as to fay, we are glad there is none i becaufe, i f  
there had been fuch a flipulation, it would not have availed the army, and becaufe 
the precedent would have been moft dangerous. W e  will alfo without referve inform 
you, that the Naibob lias explained himfelf fully ro the Prelident on this fubjeft. 
H e admits the right o f the army to plunder and booty found in places taken by 
ftorm, and allows k  to be the ulage in this country as well as in others ; beyond 
that he admits of no right, claim, or pretenfion o f any kind, to compenfation, equi
valent, or reward, upon any confvdcration whatfo«vcr. H e h  alarmed at the confe-

V 10 E  quences,
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quences, and, as far as we can judge, means not to give one Rupee to the army 
whilft they feem to entertain fuch ideas. Our advice therefore to the army is, 
that, through you, they do formally t'elinquifh all manner of pretenfion tocompen- 
fation, reward, or- by whatfoever name it may be called, for fervices, fatigues, or 
hardfhips, paft or to come, referving only the finglc inftance o f right herein-bcfore« 
mentioned ; and for the reft leave the Nabob novy, and at all future times, to do 
freely what his own feelings may I'uggeft, or to refrain if he fhall think fit.

Y ou  have recommended the army under your command to our proteftion and 
countenance with the Nabob. Confidering the ftation affigned us here, fuch a form 
o f  words may not be improper; although you well know how we are cfrcomfcribed. 
W e have already aflured you, that, as individuals, our inclination to favour the indi
viduals o f the army is ftrong; we will add, that, in our public charadter, the army 
may reft affured o f this,— whenever we (hall find a generous, a munificent fenti- 
ment fporitaneoufly rifing in the Nabob’s mind, wc fcall, with great fatisfaftion to 
ourfelves, give all due encouragement.

And that the army may not feek for our fentiments on this fubjeft any where 
but'in our own declarations, we riefire that you will call together the Field Officers 
under your command, with fo many of every other rank as you fball think proper, 
and let thcfe our fentiments be publickly read to them.

W e  are, S IR ,

Your nioft obedient humble fcrvants.
Fort St. George, /

26th November, 1 771. J O S . D U  P R E ,  & c. Coumcil-

Extrad t f  Proceedingj o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort 5 /, George^ in th eir M ilittuy 
Department, Monday, 6th January^

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratson
Henry B r o o k e --------------------
John Whitchill George Mackay.

Letter from General Smith read as follows

To the Honourable Jo fia s D u P r i  Efquire, Prefident and Govenor, Council o f  F ort
Sit, George.

Honourahk Sir and Sirs,

T H E  Field Officers, and as many o f every other rank who had been on the 
Tanjore expedition as were neceffary, were affembledon the ad inllaa,t, and, agrcc-



able to the i n f t r u f t i o n s  I  received from your Honour, & c .  o f the 26th ultimo, 
your ktter o f that date on the fubje«9 : o f prize-money was read to them. Nothing 
further could be done at that time ; they were obliged to return to their feveral 
pofts, intelligence being juft then received that a parry of Marattas had entered 
the Garnaticic, and advanced within a few miles o f this f>lace. The-officers have 
fince had a meeting, and addrelfed me with a letter o f this date, which 1 have il.c 
honour to fend you enclofed.

I am. Honourable Sir and Sirs,

W ith  refpcd,

Your mod obedient fervant,

TTricliinopoIvj '
28th December, 1771. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

'To Brigadier'G eneral Smith.

S I R ,
I T  was with much concern that we heard you read the letter from the H o 

nourable Board, relative to the conduA and expeftations of the army under your 
command in the late expedition againft Tanjore; nor has the perulal o f it with 
which you have favoured us, nor the mature deliberations with which we have con- 
fidered it, leflened that concern.

It appears to us that our coirdud has either been mvfreprefented to His E xcel
lency the Nabob, or that he has totally milunderftood it.

W e are told, That he has fully explained the Prefident on the fub-
“  je d t; that he admits the right o f the army to plunder or booty fcwind in'places 

taken by ftorm, and allows it to be the ufage in this country,, as well as in others j 
“  beyond that he admits o f  no right, claim, or pretenfion o f any kind, to compen- 
“  fation, equivalent, or rewai^ upon any con/Tderation whatfoever: he is alarmed 

at the confequences, anc^ncans not to give one Rupee to the army while they, 
feem to entertain

“  And th ji the Honourable Board do therefore advife us, through you, formally 
“  to relinquilh all manner o f pretenfions to compenfation, reward, or by what 
“  name foe\lcr it m ayAe called, for Icrvices, fatigues, or hardfliips, paft or to come, 
“  refcrving'o»(y the Jingle inftance o f right before-mentioned (o f places taken by 
“  ftorm) j and for the reft leave the Nabob now, and at all future times, to do 

freely what his own feelings may fuggeft, or refrain if he fliould think fit.”  
When we think o f the Prefident and the Honourable Board in their charafters 

^as individuals, we think o f  them as our friends ; when we refledt on them in their 
public charadtcrs, we acki^owledge them to be our Superiors, D ireftors, and G o
vernors i that in their hands arc the reins of government, und that o f ^ourfe from

thenx
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. them all Inftances o f rewards and punifhments muft procecd. W c therefore beg <jf 
you, Sir, to tranfmit to them our finccre thanks fur their advice, and to affure them 
o f our acquiefcence therein, as far as relates to the part or prefent pretenfions 
which have been held out to us, and as far as relates toourfelves altogether, if, after 
what we have to fay, fucl>»a concelTiou (hall by them be deemed, neceflary; but for 
our fucceflors, or what may happen in futurity, we do not thmk ourfelves authorized 
to determine.

, H aving done this, we beg leave now to add fomewhat in our juftification i which 
we think neceflary, from the mifinformation^ mifconftruftion, or want o f generous 
fentiments towards the army, too glaringly evident, and indeed exprefled by His 
Excellency thg Nabob.

W e at all times, having the firmefl: confidence in our Superiors here, have olaeyed 
their orders with chearfulnefs, and zeal for the fervicej nor do we believe that it 
ever occurred to a fingle officer of the army to enquire whether wc aded as prin
cipals or auxiliaries in the late expedition.

Had we confidered ourfelves as auxiliaries to the Nabob, wc think that with 
propriety we might have made the firfl. overtures to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, 
touching the difpofal o f the booty or plunder we might acquire, giving His E x
cellency the preference to any other purchafer; on the contrary, the army were to 
a man filent. Taken up with our duty, not a thought o f plunder, prize-mujiey, or 
booty intruded upon us ’till the publication of the orders o f  14th October lafl, 
containing His Majefty’s Letters-Patent to the Honourable Company, enabling 
them to take, feize, and detain the goods and properties o f perfons and nations, 
not Chriflians, in oppofition or enmity with them ; alfo the generous refolution o f 
the Honourable Company^to divide all plunder, booty, & c. fo acquired into two 
parts, whereof one moiety”’v+*s allotted to the army, as a reafonable encouragement 
for their fervices. From this tinie we began to think of prize-money j but not as a 
gratuity or donation from the Nabob, but as a thing to which we had an acknow
ledged claim under the fandtion of.our Superiors.

Some time after this, if  you remember. Sir, you -t ônvened us together, and 
read to us a leiter written by Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder,‘  utid adc'refTed to the 
Officers o f the A rm y} wherein, in the name of his Father, he ackn jwledged the 
many fervices he had received from the Honourable Company’s troop?, cxpreffing 
great concern for the inability he had hitherto laboured under to rewiid thofe fer- 
vices, and his fatisfaftion that the time now drew near whicJT would eljable him to 
do it i and at the fame time offering a certain fum, to be paid to the army within 
three months after the fall of Tanjore, provided that what fliould be taken therein, 
as well as every thing elfe during the expedition, (hould be delivered up to him. 
Thus, in the firft part o f his letter, the Nabob cxprtiTed an intention to reward our 
fervices; while, in the latter part, he made a propofal to purchafe our right; fo r.*  
which we returned him our thanks, but thought lit to'rejed the propofal, upon the

fuppofitioji
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fuppofition that the fum offered, fo far from comprehending any reward for pall: 
fervices, was not an equivalent for our moiety of the plunder-expcfted to be taken 
in Tanjore.

This our conduft indticed a fecond propofal from Omdat-ul-Omrah Eehauder, 
which w e  apprehend, without further difcuffion with him, thanks excepted, was 
tranfmitted to the Honourable Board.

•

The letter here mentioned w a s  the fpontaneous work o f Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
hauder, or rather diftated or prefcrtibed to him by his Father, and evidently, i f  we 
may judge from the preamble or firfl; part, fuggefted by the feelings o f gratitude i 
and from, the reflexion (nay he fo exprefles himfelf) o f having made former 
voluntary * promifes to the army, which it had not been in his power to fulfil, 
of which failure on his part it does not appear that the Army have ever com
plained. ■ 0

#
T he Army have never made any claim or demand for reward or compenfation 

for their fervices at any time whatfoever : At what then is the Nabob fo alarmed, 
that he Ihould exprefs hinjfelf in fo ungenerous a manner towards us ?— “  That he 
“  will not give one Rupee to the army while they entertain any fuch ideas.”  Lec 
him candidly inveftigate what thofe ideas are, and trace their origin and fource 
and we are confident he will think he has been too hafty in his opinion o f u s ; 
wc are confident that he will find thofe ideas o f our’s amount to no more than 
a grateful acceptance o f a promifed reward for our fervices, not induced or brought
oil by any application, but fpontaneoufly proceeding from the generous fentiments 
then prevailing in his own breaft ; and a dependence that the Honourable Board 
would fo fpeak o f us to him, as to convince him that we were not undeferving o f 
fuch generofity, even though peace  ̂ l̂ A*‘:^oncluded ; and thereby induce him to 
comply with the requeft o f his 9  Vr'. "- ^ u b lic k ly  declared, that from afenfe o f 
the lervices fo often ren d ered ^ ' “j i. a d efirem  reward them, he had
ftipulated with the R " i ' t ^ . j i l cks o f^ it^ ees, which he intended

h his Father to add to it..for them, and woul^ jf%<‘

Should it-^w '-:- ■ . ■ "  ̂ P procedure o f his Son’s was the con- 
ted with that paragraph o f the Field 
their not having any doubr but that 

the fum mentioned; for although the Nsbob 
; . iii*|x)flcfnon o f Tanjore, yet whatever terms he might 

jjUfiTOed with every advantage to himfelf, and be entirely 
lA-f jcrhs o f the Arm y : furely he cannot with juftice on that account 
irt t̂he Army, or fuppofe that their condudt, in this particular cafe, 

end to eftablifli a general dangerous precedent.^

The cxpedVations o f the Army at this jundlure arofe from his fpontaneous offtr 
to reward their fervices in general: they were confcious o f having at all times done 
their utmoft for his fecurity and advancement, in confequence o f the firm attach-

10 F tnenc



flmetit Ihcwn by their Honourable Emplo^’OT to liis inttreft; and they were net 
ignorant that at chat time they ■were rendering him verjr eiTcntial Icrvice; To 
that i f  Tanjore fell or not, if the war concluded to his fatisfaftion and ad
vantage, as h« had o f his own free will, througii his Son, cx[)refii;d his inten
tion to reward their fcrvices, they iiireJy had prctenfions to expei^ thofe fcrviccs 
would be rewarded.

W c  are clear that no claim has ever been made on oar part, 'and that neither 
dlred or indired means have been ufed ; we have no doubt therefore, Sir, but 
•that when you ftate our cafe literally as it is to the Honourable Board, they will, 
though not in a ficuation to influence the Nabob, think that our conduft has not 

•exceeded the moft limited obl'ervance o f our covcnarrts, and that we have through 
the whole endeavoured to manifeft our refpsrA and attention to them ; and chat i f  
any error has been committed, it has been on the part o t  the Nabob, who firit 
taught U6 to pretend, and now complains of our prctenfions.

W e cannot quit fhis important fu1:ye<5i: without mentioning.that from this ungenerous 
procedure o f the Nabob in the prefent inftance, there is little room left us to hope 
that, by faithful f  rvices, we may in time acquire the means o f enjoying that eafe 
and repofe^ which conftitutions broken in India, when drawing to an advanced age, 
more particularly require.

■ It has been fo long the cuftom in thefe countries for European Military^, whca 
afting in conjunftion with, or in the caufe of the Country Princes, to receivc. 
]>ecuniary rewards for their fervices, that the cuftom hasi, by long and unvaried 
continuance, almoft eftablifhed a right-, we are neverthclefs convinced that there i> 
în fa<5t no fuch right, and that it is the intention of our Honourable Employers that 

there never (hould. The Honourable Board however agree, that, in particular 
cafts, the army Ixave a right to profit by their fcrvices ; but it is fuch a right, as wc 
have reafon to think, as arc circumftanced, will never t»e of any avail to us.

The H  )nr>urablc the Prcfulent and roTrdfcem to agree with His Excellency the 
Nabob, that wc have no right but in the of places taken by they
alfo think, that, when afting as auxiliaries, w f'i^ ve a clear title to aU booty or 
plunder found in the places fo taken, and arc of oji^ion that wc ll^dl ritfvcr wage 
w a r  off-ifively, but as alixiliaries. I’ rom henoe it evident, to us thnt vrc
fhall n'-vrr derive any indifputable advantages from our le iv lce^ a s it will be 
alwa\ s tor the incercft o f our Principal to forego taking places {by ftorm ; for 
having reducrd them to the laft extremity, he may, by granting t h ^  terms, and 
a c c -  pring the pl;icc by furrender or capitulation, fumciently an'vver his ’ovw» 
purpofes, and relieve himfelt from pnying any confideration whatfcevcr to the 
Army. W e therefore rcquelt of you. Sir, to lefer it to the candid re-confideration 
o f the Honourable Board, whether here, as is the cullom elfewhcre, the righ t o f  
the army ought not to be extended a little farther; fo that we may derive ad
vantages from jjJ^ces taketi by ftratagem , and from furrenders by rapitulatlon, as wa« 
the cafe wiiU the troops ading againtt Pondicherry, theHavannah^ Martioico, & c.

a s
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M slfo from  the d tfta t o f  armies in t in  fields whereby wc may bccotne matters o f  
xrcalure, camp equipage, horfes, &c, in all which cafes we arc aflurcd, were the 
Honourable Company the principals, they would yield us the moiety which they 
•have g e n e r o u f l y .  allotted us o f plunder, &c. taken in their wars j ’ and we have iK) 
doubt but that the Honourable Board, in all their tranfaftions wherein we arc 
concerned, will mantfeft the fame generous difpofition cxpreffed by the Honourable 
Company,’ viz. to give us all reafonable eacouragement,--and it Ihall be our 
particular care to merit it.

T o fum up the whole, Sn:̂  that you may be at eafe, and never entertain other 
ientiments of us than thofc you have cxpreffed, let t^e condut\ o f His Excellency 
the Nabob towards ns at this juncture be what it may  ̂ we (hall continue to dif- 
charee our duties with our ufual chearfulnefs and alacrity ; fo that in the end he 
may be convinced that he has Gentlemen o f Honour, and not mercenary legions, to 
4 eal with} while o u r  Superiors and the Public (hall own that we ia v e  dcfcrved&om 
liim t h o f c ’ rewards, which perhaps we may never receive.

W e have the honour to be, with true reQiedl;,

S I R ,

Y o u r  moft obedient

Trichinopoly, 
cS th  December, 177 1.

and very h'umble fer\’ants,

Kofs Lang, 1  ieutenant-Qjlonel 
W®. Flint, Lieutenant-”  
Edward James 
John Des ^
Johiv~

ap tains
‘ e 2d.K.egimenC

o f Engineera

iFkarell for the ift Regiment 
fs Lucas

D . Baillie, Lieutenant, for the Subalterns o f  the i& 
battalion o f 2d Regiment 

Thomas .Oats, for the Captains o f Artillery 
J. M. H ugo, Lieut, for the Subalterns o f  Artillery.

AcREXn, That General Srtiiih be acquaintetl, that we wilj communicate to the 
Nabob the jfcnumenis o f  the corps o f  Oiiiccrs, and that we ihall be glad 10 find

in
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in him a difpofition to make the army I'omc recompenco for the fatigues and dangers 
they underwent before Tanjore,

ExtraSl o f  h t t t t r  fr om  the Vrtftdent and Council to General Smithy da ted  i p B
'January ̂ 1771.

W E  will communicate to the Nabob the fentiments o f the corps of Of?icers, as 
exprelfed in their letter to you of the 28th December; and we .vi(h we may find in 
him a difpofition to make the army fome recompcncc for the fatigues and dangers 
they underwent.

Extract q f Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council in their M ilitary D epartment,
Friday, i"jth April, 1771.

p r e s e n t ,

Tofias Du Pr^ Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke ----------------- --
John Whitehill Charles Smith

George Mackay.

T H E  Preuient acquaiats the Board, that the Nabob had renewed the fubjeil: 
with regard to theYfelent to be made to the troops employed before Tanjore, and 
had at the fame time cxprefled his' fentiments very fu ly on the impropriety and 
danger o f his paying a n y s ^ ig  in confcquence of any right which the army may 
pnctend to: that however might be to make a voluntary donation to the
troops, yet he never would conferif>!isC.4j^ one Rupee, if it were looked on as a 
matter o f  right. In anfwer to which, theTVc^cnt acquainted him, that he, the 
Nabob, had already been fully informed of the fenv,^ients of the Board on this fub- 
je d ,  as txprefled in their letter to General Smith o r  516th NovembciV, jj 'i^ h  had 
been explained to him before it was fcnt away\ that thi..,i^mc had b j ^  communi
cated to the officers, in conltquence of the orders fcnc toG^i^-&rrfrfT<ifor that pur- 
pofe. That the officers had relinquifhed all pretenfions to a donation''as a matter 
o f right, and fubmitted it entirely to the Nabob’s will and plcafure. “̂ o which the 
N abob replied, “  I f  that were the cafe, he propofcd making a prefcnt the troops
who were ort the expedition againft Tanjore” ; and defired the Prefid^t to inform
him what fiim would be proper : to whiuh the Prefident replied, “  That rSmuft reft 
folely with the Nabob to give whatever he pleafed j that what he might o f his own 
free will and plcafure give, we fhould permit the officers to receive, and fhould re
turn him thanks, in the natne o f the Company, for fuch a mark o f his favour and at
tention to their fcrvants. T he Nabob then faid, “  That he propol'ed making the army

6 a prefcnt
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a prcfent of five Lacks of Rvipees ; two o f which he would give them immediately, 
and the other three the next year j and pomifed to write to the Prefident a letter 
on the fubicft.

Jof. Du Pre 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill 
Charles Smith 
Geo. Mackay

E stra^  o f  V rmedings o f  t i e  Vrefidenl and Council at Fort St. GeorgCy in their MUtar^
D/partmiiÛ  Mmdaŷ  ijl June,

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre Efquirc, Governor, Prefident.

John Siiiith George Stratton
Henry Brooke 
> h n  W hitchill Charles Smith.

George M ackay.

From the Nabob o f  theCarm tick to Governor Du P>V, dated and received  i<)th Mayy 1772,

IT  is at all times my wifh to fliew my regard to the Englifii Nation, who are
my fincere friends. On the Tanjore expedition the Company’s tmon&* required
a prefent, which 1 delayed complying with ; as the givingaiy]|w M |(SS^^  prize 
money, is on condition o f the capture o f the place^|M ||H  not
taken. I now however underll^and re
quiring an equivalent on account right,,
make no demand whatever on Ihew
my friendfhip to my the
officers, foldiers, Lacks-
and ten feven hun
dred ^n^ pay in ready money,.

| [ ^ | ^ ff i| ^ H p ff ip p R ftr a n q u il l i ty ,  at the end o f July
the General o f this, and tell him^ 

b et.  none o f  the European officers or 
P P P |jj^ S [^ B j|p ^ q u ir in g  a reward, as no mention w'as made there- 

o f Vengole, Pulnaur, Worriarpollam, AlJianore, or 
^ f i i^ e r  will agree to the entering into any promife, or engagement, 

o f any prefent to the army, on account o f any fervice whateverj re- 
^ _ Company ‘ in the light o f my friends, their concerns as mine, my con
cern as their’s. People o f merit have often experienced my favours, and, by G od’s 
blefllng, I fhall ftill not be backward in fhewing my regard in a proper mamieri 
but o f this 1 myfelf muft be the judge.

W hat can I fay more ?
5  1 0  G  A g r e e d ,

and

1
o 
T
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A g r e e d , T hat a letter be wrote to the Nabob, returning him thanks for his in
tended donation to the Arm y, and that a copy o f his letter be tranfmitted to G e
neral Smith, to be communicated to the troops.

Frotn Governor Du P re to the Nabob o f  the Carmtkkt dated i^th Jun e, 1772.

I A M  honoured by your Excellency’s letter of the 29th M ay, informing me o f 
your intention to give to the officers, foldiers, &c. o f the army, o f your own free 
w ill, as a reward for their fervices againft Tanjore, the fum o f five Lacks and ten 
thoufandRupees, or one L ack, forty-five thoufand, ieven hundred and fourteen Pa
godas; o f which fum, two Lacks ofRupees in ready money, and theremainder, in cafe 
o f  tranquillity, at the end o f July 1773. Nothing is more juft, nothing is more rea- 
fonable,than that your Excellency alone Ihould determine o f what rewards to beflow 
out o f your own trcafure. I fhall, agreeable to your defire, communicate this your 
generous intention to General Smith by the firft opportunity, that it may be made 
known to the arm y; in the mean time, permit me to return you my thanks on 
their behalf. I lhall alfo, by the firft opportunity, communicate to the Company 
this inftance o f your favour to their troops; and although, upon another occafion, 
they informed your Excellency, that it is proper they alone fhould be the rewarders 
o f  their own Servants, I cannot doubt ot their acquiefcence to this o f  your 
own free will.



( 85> )

E N D X.

N U M B E R  X X I V .

7ranJlation o f  a L etter from  the Nabob o f  the Carnatichy with 
Cô pies o f  LetterSy from  his Sons Omdat-ul-Omrah Be*

' haudery and Mader-ul-Mulk Behaudery and his Buxey^ Na~ 
%eeb Khan, on the SubjeB o f  the Peace concluded with Tanjore 
in the Tear 1771-

L etter from  the Nabob to Governor Du P r c j dated and received viber, 1771.

I H A V E  received your letter o f the 
You tell me that your inftruftions to^ 

mence hoftilities againft the T 
hauder fliould fignify to him.i 
reduftion o f Tanjore; 
him by Omclat-ui^< 
with. That h

tcontcnti, 
com- 

Be- 
:n to the 

fignified to 
been complied 

Tmifelf, and had I then 
and honeyrable to the Circar 

do fo; that the Rajah however, 
te , had fet both the Circar and Company 

to lay regular fiege to his capital j and many 
quantities o f military ftores expended. That by the 

om the camp the day before the figning o f the peace, you 
fiege advanced fuccefsfullyj that the breach was ahnoft pradti- 

the officers and foldiers were in good fpirits; that, under thefe cir- 
, there was every reafon to hope that the fort might foon have been

• taken ;• and then I might have given the law, and fettled the affairs o f the Tanjore 
country in a proper manner: that the concluding o f a peace therefore at fuch a 
crifis, may probably be conftrued by the world as a declaration o f  doubts whether

t  Vide Appendix. No. X X II. page 8oi.

the



the fort would be taken or not. Tliat I well know you have a great regard for Oin- 
dac-ul-Omrah Behaudcr; that you have alfo a great opinion o f his wifdom and 
prudence, and therefore muft conclude that he had good and lufficient motives for 
concluding a peace decifively at fuch a crifis. That you had wrote to General 
Smith to give you all fuch informations as a r e  proper on his part, amd defirc I wilf 
give you fuch eclairciflements as m a y  have come to rny knowledge on the part o f 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder; and that 1 will communicate to you likrwife the terms 
o f  the peace, with fuch explanations o f them as may enable you to form a ju d g 
ment o f the meufures proper to be now taken in confequence thereof.

J c/jmot inform you clearfy o f  the caufe o f  making p ea ce; f o r  in ajfigning to you  the ju j l  
reafons th er eo f ill mufi he f^ id o f  friends. Omdat ul-Omrah Behaudcr is a« .nyfelf, 
and tl\e General one o f my befl: friends. Your enquiries, however, on this head 
have been repeated; but obliged even thereto, I can write to you nothing more 
thereon, and only fend you copies o f the letters received from Omdat-ul-Om rali 
Behaudcr, M ader-ul-M ulk Behaudcr, and thoir Council. Thus much indeed I 
can give you in writing, that this peace has not been conformable either ro the 
Kifhes o f m yfelfor friend ; and I can tell you likewife, that Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
liauder did nothing without the knowledge and approbation o f the General, as the 
copies o f tlie faid Behauder’s letters will Ihew you.

Y ou  defire me to communicate to you the terms o f the peace, with explanations 
thereof j in anfwer to which I beg leave to refer you to the feveral papers now fenc 
to you, under tlie feal o f the Rajah.

W ith regard to the fort o f Vellum, having underftood by Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
hauder's*1tw «^, that the giving up of the fame to the Rajah had been .flipulated, 
knowing the n e S ff  ty o f detaining it in the Circar’s hands, in order to induce the 
Rajah to perform rSeconditions he had entered into, I wrote to my Son in the 
following manner; tem*ij|^im, that what was done was doncj but as I did not un- 
derftand from his letters, of Vellum was to remain in the Circar’s
pofleffion, I was in very great dolTffM ittjw  the Rajah would comply with his en
gagements or not; that if thcRajah thercfor^m ^ therein, or afted contrary to fuch 
his engagements refpeftlng the payment of thefh^ey then ftipulated, he, Orodat- 
ul-Omrah, on the ftrength of iuch failure on the Ra)»t^s part, (houldln^ ft^ at the 
fort o f Vellum be given up forever to theCircar, A c N ^ jjn g ly ,  th e l^ ^ h  having 
fjiled greatly in his engagements, Omdat-ul-Omrah Beh^ lLr ; ' g f f i the ftrength 
thereof, required the perpetual cellion o f the faid fort to the Circar; Ind at laft the 
Rajah, with his own confent.^ave a writing under his hand and feal purporting 
fuch perpetual cefTion thereof to the Circar, together with the d iftriA  o f Elangad 
and Coiladdy, and fome villages o f Tewanoor, & c. belonging to 'Ifichinopnl^ 
T he Circar has alfo got poffefTion of the Annacut, upon the fame footing ^ 's J W a s ^  
formerly i it is fitiuted in the Trichinopoly country, and belongs to the Coiladd,v 
d illrid .

852 Papers conmunkatedby the Nabob, relative to the

What can I fay more'



L iji o f  Tapers enclofed in tht above L elier, v iz .

Twenty four copies o f letters from Omd.u-ul-Onuah Behauder.

Twenty three ditro from M ader-ul-Mulk Behauder.

Ten Copies o f ditto from Mahomed Nazeeb K liin.

Nine copies o f papers, in the Perfian and Maratta languages, relative to the 
Treat)s>&c. viz.

A  Pcrfian copy o f the Rajah’s agreement under his hand and feal.

Ditto ditro— o f his agreeing to pay the fum o f thirty-two Lacks and 50,000 
Rupees, under his hand and feal.

Ditto ditto—  o f a paper under his hand and feal, fpecifying the feveral articles 
he has agreed to.

A Maratta copy o f paper for the fum o f one L ack  and 50,000 Rupees, the 
Original o f which is under his hand and feal.

Ditto ditto ditro— for the fum o f two Lacks o f Rupees, the origi|d ^ J||hich  is 
under his hand and feal.

Ditto ditto ditto— for the fum o f one Lack of 
his hand and feal.

Ditto ditto— o f a letter from to

Ditto di tto— gi ve up the diftri£ls.

the intereft, and which is giveti

engagement to the Circar, and aflignment o f 
of the thirty-two Lacks and 50,000 Rupees, are in 

^ H | | H | H B p f K l y  the fame with thofe before tranfmittcd by the General. |

o f  a Taper, containing the yirticits agreed to hy the Rajah, dated 20th 0 Bobery
^ 1 7 7 1 .

I am to pay the two years’ Peflicufli, amounting to eight Lacks o f Rupees.

• J See pages 791, 792.
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For the expenfes o f the expedition, and putting the army into the field, I am
to pay the fum o f thirty-two Lacks and 50,000 Rupees.

W hatever lands, money, and effedts I have talcen from the Marawar and Nal- 
cooty Zemindars, 1 am to rcftore.

I  am to fend my horfe. Sepoys, & c. fighting people, whenever required, and they 
arc not to return from His Highnefs withoutpermilTion.

Should the Paddy, which the merchants and people belonging to the Co'npany 
had in the Tanjore country, have been plundered, 1 am to anfwer it.

I am to have nothing to do with the Marawar, Nalcooty, Tondiman, & c. Zemin
dars } and if they are guilty of any improper aft, the Circar is to punilh them foon.

W ith the friends o f the Circar I am to be in friendlhip, and with it’s enemies 
in enmity} and I am not to give protedion in my country to the enemies o f the
Circar, or thofe laying under it’s dil'pleafure,

. I f  I have taken any thing from the run-away Polligars o f Worriarpollam and 
Allianore, I am to reftore it •, and if they fhall come into my country, or under 
my furetyftiip, I will deliver them to the Circar’s people.

I have given a feparate engagement o f friendfliip.

The Compar^« trade fhall go on throughout the whole Tanjore country, and 
the weavers and otil^s dependent upon them Hiall be uled kindly.

I f  any E u ro p e a n s ,'e it^ ^ n tl^  fervice o f the Circar or the Company, have 
deferred and fled to me, I w uilW liiii^ y^ m  up.

I will give up to the Circar the villages orTkw'anoor, & c.

1  am to give up to the Circar the Jaghire diftrid oK ^ jny.

I  give up to the Circar the fort o f Vellum.’

I am to give up to the Circar the diftrifts o f Elangad and Coilai|dy.

854 Papers eommunicattd ly tht Nahol, relative to the

0'.py c f  a L etter from  Qrodat-ul-Omrab Behauder to the Nabob, dated Ztf}
1771.

E N C L O S E D  yoar Highnefs will receive the true ftate o f the cafe, without any 
omiflj:in. Let me fay ever fo much in praife o f General Smith’s goodnefs, and his 
regard for your Hii-hnels, (hitherto at Icaft) I fhall ftill think I am wanting therein:

and
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and flatter myfclfthat, by the cnclofed narrative, no blame o f want of exertion will 
fall upon him : let me beg allb that the fame be only explained to Governor 
Du Pre Behauder and M r. Haftings, by the means o f Mr. Stracey, and that they 
be defired not to Inform any one elfe thereof. Conformable to your Highnefs’s 
direftions I have committed this narrative to paper, but I mufl: own it has been 
with great apprehenfion j the more private therefore it is kept the better: in (horr, 
your Highnefs, by God’s bleinng, may be aflured that 1 am not, in the leaft 
inftance whatever, to blame in this bufincfs. It appears to me proper your H igh
nefs fhould fhew this letter to M r. Stracey, and with energy beg o f the Governor 
Behauder and Mr. Haftings to keep the narrative private.

" N
The day after to-morrow, by God’s blefHng, I fliall, with the advice of the 

Genernl, difpatch 1000 horfe, M r. Loudon’s battalion, and Tondiman’s people, 
under the command o f Urlhud Beg Khan, to take pofTcflion o f  Hanamanta- 
goody and the fort o f Armogam. To-day alfo I have told Mader-ul-Mulk 
Behauder to take pofleffion o f Coiladdy and Elangad; and at the fame 
time told him, that as, by God’s blefling, the fort of^Vellum was now fallen 
into the Circar’s hands, he ftiould write to your Highnefs, and by my means ad
vance to the Engineer as far as the fum o f 12,000 Rupees, in order to level the 
ground about it. The General propofes leaving the Company’s people in that 
fort, and 1 Ihall defire him to leave 1000 o f the Circar’s Sepoys alfo therein: it
is a fecond Tanjore : whatever number o f  people your Highnefs may order ihall
be kept therein. By the keeping o f this fort your Highnefs’s authorities extended 
throughout the Tanjore country. To-morrow Monajee comes^j^^lK^j^h does 
.not pro])ofe coming.

T o  fay more would be exceeding the bounds ^

Tranjlation o f  fundry Papers, containing 
Rajah o f  Tanjore, as tranfmiltetL  
his L etter o f  )iib N ovem k r,

fttb  the 
nS^aiob, in

5uld acquaint you o f the 
fhall inform you c f  every 

>far am I from wifhing to fpeak 
J^’tny fincere defire to rccommend them to 
smith, who I can for certain acquaint 3'our

_ Company, a brave Officer, bc-loved by the whole
5ur H ighnefs: I fliall however, in compliance with 
the circumftances you defire. There is no occafion 

¥^r me to inform your Highnefs and the Governor and.Council 
'anjore— his makinjg war upon the dependants of the Carnatick, 

Sf^vhat fums o f money from them le pleafed ; o f your Highnefs's both 
and fpcaking to the Governor and Council on this fubjedl; o f a great deal 

■negotiation pafTing thereon afterwards between your Higimefs and the Governor,
3



and at laft the fendinj; o f General Smith towards Trlchinopoly took place; o f your 
HiehnclVs determining after that, out of your great favour, to fend me to fettle 
the bufuKfs of raniorc, with full powers; of your dehvcnng to me a paper, 
containing certain requifuions to be made on the Rajah, to which your High- 
nels’s fignature is affixed; o f your then fending me, with Mader-uI-Muilc 
Bchauder, to the Governor, and after his approvm^ thereof,  ̂ of your difpatching 
me to thefe parts witii full powers, and ot my arnval at 1  nchinopoly; o f  all 
thefe matters, I fay, neither your HighneFs nor the Governor and the Council ttand 
in need of any information, either from the General or m e; it is from hcnce 
that you are both to underrtand from us the remaining part o f this tjnnefs. 
what th  ̂ General has wrote to the Governor thereon I know not; but this I well 
know, that I Iiave informed the General of all that I have wrote to your High- 
nefs from the time of my firft interview with him, as well refpcaing the fending 
o f Syed Muckduom Ally Kban, the writing o f letters to the Rajah, the com- 
m e n c m c x  of the negotiation for fcttlin  ̂ o f th:s affair, & c. as alfo what 1 have o f 
myfelf necTotiated in tliis bufniefs. And as to the military operations, in them I put 
fo m u c h  u n d e r  the General’s command, that on his telling me at Trichinopoly, 
tlie day before the army marched from thence, “  That things could not go on 
“  well without the command o f the troops was vefted in one perfon, and that ic 
“  was ncceU'ary your Highnefs’s trt>ops fhould be under his orders; I agreed 
thereto; telling him, “  That both myfelf and your Highnefs’s troops would be 
“  under his o r d e r s a n d  accordinglv I put the troops under his dirediuns the 
fame inftant. Although it was you r Highnejs's or d en  to aU you r Servants to obey me, and 
you had g iv en  no dire£iions fo r  their obeying the General, but fo  fa r  from  it, that it was 
clearly e im tn ^ ^ o rn  you r h ighn efs ’s letters, you thought the Circar’s troops w ere entirely at 
ttiy dtfpofa l; lli^ ij^ w ever, as above, 1 agreed to the General’s dchre. After this 
the vidtorious ari%  marched forth, and the Almighty gave into your H igh- 
nefs’s hands the aron^^^^n o f Vellum, without our being at the pains to ftorm iti and 
the 20th o f September we qjfi^iped on the plain o f Tanjore. Bjtteries were 
ercded againfl the fort, and firing on both Tides commenced} I
on one fid e  negotiating a peace, and the G enltnl^n the other endeavouring to reduce the
plate.

In all this time, from the fetting out o f the army from Trichinogoly, rhc troops 
in general were under fuch apprehenfion of the rains, that evwy-TJa^ which pafTed 
w'ithout rain afforded them the fame fatisfaftion as if chey had oblained a vic
tory over their enemy. The rains however began to fall in the Incampment, 
and I informed the General every day o f the progrefs I made in thi negotiation 
for peace; the mode was th is; I ufed to fencl for Syecf M uckdoon\A lly Khaij^ 
Mahomed Nazeeb Khan, and Mahomed Ubraur Khan, and, in thdWpcAfetlce, 
negotiated with the people fent by the Rajah of Tanjore; and then immediately 
went to the General, informed him o f the whole that had pafTed, and difpatched 
the Rajah’s people to the fort. The fame mode alfo was obferved with regard 
to theanfwers received from the Rajah ; that is to fay, the-above Khans were 
firft advifed thereof, and then, with their approbation, I ufed to go to the General 
and acquaint him o f them ■, this continued for fome time. A t laft the rams in-

creafed.

Papers communicated hy the Nahob, relative to the



creafed, moft o f the hotfes, elephants, and bullocks fell fick and died, a great 
many people were wounded, and it was concluded for ceiiain that the heavy 
rains werefet in ; on this I went to the General, and told him, “  That I had put 
“  the negotiation for peacc, in fome mcafure, on a proper footing, -and that he 
“  likewile had, in fome meafure, made a breach in the wall of the fort i f  
“  therefore he would take the place, I would on no account make peacc j but 

if  not, 1 fliould make peace.” The General anfwercd, “  H e could not l^y he 
“  zvould take the place, but that he would endeavour to do i t ; and that if  it 
“  fucceeded, and if  not— nof, I replied,— God forbid it (hould fo happen ! but 
“  fupijofing your endeavours to mifcarry, the Rajah will not then make fuch a 
“  p e a c e s  he now ofFer .̂”  -  T he General faid, “  my opinion is, even, that he 
“  will then give you nothing; but i f  he docs, he is a great fool.”— T o  this I 
replied, “  there is then another way, do you make the attempt •, but in cafe of 
“  your mifcarriage in taking the place, you muft give me your promil'e, that you 
“  will procure fuch a peace from the R.ajah as he now offers through me."— The 
General faid, “  H e would by no means, nor on any account, agree thereto.”—  
Upon which I immediately went and acquainted Syed Muckdoom A lly  Khan, 
Mahomed Nazeeb Khan, and Mahomed Ubraur Khan o f all that had pafled be
tween the General and me •, and in confequence o f your Highnefs’s orders, that 
whatever was done, be it peace, or be it the capture o f the place, fhould be 
done before the fetting in o f the heavy rain, by the advice o f the above Khans, 
I went a fecond time to the General, and told him, “  That the firft objed was the 
capture o f the place, and then peace: that i f  he would take the place, I 
would not make peace j i f  not, I ^ould make peace T he General replied the 
fame as before. 1 then faid, “  I fhould make peace;” the General “  It
« was well •, it was at my option.”  After this I went home, 5 ^ ' informed the 
three afore-mentioned peop e of this ; and, by their a d v ice ^ rft fhewed to the 
General every article the Rajah had agreed t o ; and then,>fftheir prefence, deli
vered the paper containing the fame to Bufwunt Rovy, the Rajah’s Envoy, telling 
him to bring a treaty from thence, under Kajah’s fe a l: which done, I fent 
the General word I would come and fv.e him ; but received an anfwer from him, 
that he would come to me, which accordingly he did. A t that time there were 
in the JRidicnce tent, o f the p e o p le lj^  by the Rajah, Syed Peer Mahomed, Syed 
Ifmael A lly Khan, B u fw u n t-fe |^ p iB  and Baboo How; and o f the Circar’s 
people, Syed M i^^d^j|^^HB|pffI^^livIahom ed Nazeeb Khan, and Mahomed

iments to the General, and carried him 
i«d to him every fyllable o f the Kajah’s 

jj ir -R a ja h ’s dcfire, that Syed Muckdoom 
iliould be fent to him to conclude the 

I f S i p ^ g ly  o f fending them. The General’s reply 
„y w cil." After this, conformable to the above, the two 
"anjore, and the firing on both fides was ftopt *, but before 

place, the General told me I muft write him a Jdtter, telling him to ftop 
firing, which I did, agreeable to his defire. After M ader-ul-M ulk’s coming 

to me, I learnt from him, that the General had wrote letters to the Europeans 
a/: Trichinopoly, purporting, that he would have taken the fo r t  had the peace been

10 I d ela yd i"
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d ela yed"  at which I was exceedingly aftonifhed and concerned: and having before 
been informed by your Highnefs, that the General had wrote to the Governor, 
telling him he would take the fort, and that the rain was no preventative 
thereto ; furprized thereat, I alked the General o f this matter, telling him, “  Your 

difcourfe with me has been in this manner, and your letters there in that manner:” 
The General faid, “  I did not write fo ; thus much indeed I wrote, that in cafe o f 
“  little rain, I would ufe my endeavours to take the place, but not in cafe o f a 

great deal o f rain.” When the General came to my tent, on a vifit to M ader-ul- 
M ulk Behauder, I defired the latter alfo to fpeak to the General on this buft- 
nefsj accordingly he informed the General particularly o f his having feen Iris, the 
General’s, letters, the contents o f which he had underftood : T h e  ^General’s 
reply alfo, at this time, was, that the exprefTions he had made ufe o f in his let
ters were thofe o f  ufing his endeavours. After this I interrogated the General, in 
the prefence o f Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, in an explicit and particular manfier, 
refpe(fl:ing the converfations which had" pafled between him and me concerning 
this bufinefs o f Tanjore, and o f which your Highnefs has been before advifed. 
Mader-ul-Miilk Behauder acquainted Syed Muckdoom A lly  Khan, Mahomed 
Nazeeb Khan, and Mahomed Ubraur Khan likewife o f this matter. By G od’s 
blcfling, in this bufinefs I have no reafon to be afhamed, having, to the bcft o f  
my judgment, don« for the good o f the Circar’s affairs.

An Agreement g iv en  by the Rajah o f  'fanjm e to Onidat-ul'Omrah Behauder, dated o.^th
O£lober, 1771.

1 H .I W S ^ ^ e d  to pay to the Nabob one Lack o f Rupees, which I fliall pay 
him within theSiiace o f four months.

1^8 Papers communkafed hy the Nabobs relative to the

An Agreement g iv en  by Rajah o f  ‘tan jore to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, dated i^ th
—  October, 1771.

A S  the Nabob was pleafed to afllft greatly towards the affairs o f  this coun
try, I agreed to pay him a fum o f fix Lacks o f Rupees, and have already paid 
in part thrc' Lacks in ready fpecie, fo that there remained three Lacks j out o f 
which one Lack, the amount o f a feparate note given him, being dedudted, 
there flill remained two Lacks, which I promife to pay him within the fpacc o f 
four months.

An /Agreement g iv en  by the Rajah o f  ta n jo re to Omdat-td-OmraA dated iS tb
O£iober, 1 7 7 1 .  ^  ^

A S  the N abob was pleafed to finifh the affairs o f this Samaftan with great fin- 
cerity at prefent, and agreed to promote it’s welfare in future in every refpedt, 
without making any dillinftion, 1 engage m yfelf to pay ev e iy  y ea r -on e L.ack and 
f i f t y  thoufand Rupees, on account o f  his expenfes •, which I lhall pay him every year, 
beginning Phafely 1182 i but I am not to give him any fecurity for it, nor is*hc 
to demand any fecurity concerning the fame. *

4  •



I
An Jgreem en t g iv en  hy the Rajah to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder,  ̂dated ^th No-

vem ber, ^77*.

I S H A L L  pay you, within the fpace o f one month, the fum o f 77,000 Rupees, 
vvhich 1 agreed to give you on account o f your Zeafut or entertainment. ) ^

L etter from  the Rajah o f  Tanjore to SeneevafaraWy dated i th  Novemher, 17 7 1.
»

I H A V E  given the Arny country, which is now in your poffcffion, to the 
Nabob ; whofc Amuldars will come, when you wiil’deliver up the faid country into 

their ciiftody.

L etter from  the Rajah to S » tfu tty , alias M arawafy dated 'jth Novemher ̂ 17*71.

I W R IT E  this to acquaint you, that I have given the countries and forts which 
were taken during niy laie expedition to the Nabob; whofc Amuldars will come, 
when you will deliver up the faid countries and forts into their cuftody.

Letters fr om  Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabob o f  the Cat naiick, from  No. i /o 25* 

N . B. Ko. 7, 10, 13, 17, 18, are mofl material.

N o. I.

From Omdat-ul-Omrub * Behauder to the Nabob^ prefen ted to him e^i*^e'time o f  kis
D eparture ; no date.

T H IS  day I addrefled a letter to your Excellency,.i^f^cby requefting your 
orders to all the Sardars in the fervice ; wherefore I fuppofe my brother was dif- 
pleafcd : the intent o f my requeuing the faid orders, was to make myfelf tal'y in 
every refpeft with regard to the affairs of the prefent expcdiiion, which you arc 

l̂eafed to intruft me with; and fo to begin it, trufting to the help of God. I 
lope *n God, and your favour, that this affair will be dilpatihed with fuch I’jccels, 

that it may procure your approbation, as well as thnt of all ihe well-wifliers. 
Your Exrellency is very fenlible, that wlien any one is emphycd upon any 
bufinefs-f, to furnifh him with fuch orders; your Excellency accoidingly turnilhcd 
A^neanuddetr Hahamud Khan with like orders; the Company on their paTt arc 
obferving thie lame p rad ice: 1 had no other view-, but my view is to do nothing. 

^ without the knowledge o f Mader-ul-Mulk J Behauder. My demand of the above 
the Sardars know o f the bufmefs, it being not n:y intenrion to in

terfere in the bufincfs oi" my brother : I have got good opporuinity to fhevy my 
f'iendfhip to my laid brothei ; by the bicfTing of God you will hear of the gre>»t 
friendfhip which fhall be ftiewn him. I hope in God to merit your Excellency’s ‘

* >rabob’s cldeft Son.
t  SomcthinK feems to be oiuitted In this placc, but it agrees with the copy.

’ ; Nabob’s fcconJ bon. * ,
favour
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favour, on account o f my good friendOiip to him, after the prcfcnt expedition Is 
dil'patched with good fucccfs. I remember your good advice j and am very fcnfible 
ot the admonitions wrote very much by Ameer Sayeb Keraun upon this head

No. 2.

From Omdat-ul-Omrab Behaudtr to the Nabobs dated 6th Auguft^ i 7 7 i> r ece iv ed
on the Jam e day.

Your Excellency was pleafed to write to me o f what the Tanjore Vackeels 
have rcprclented to you, and likewife o f your anfwer to them, for which I return 
you my inexpreflible thanks; as God has power over all things, I hopc\' in his 
Grace, not to aft contrary to your diredtionsj even as much as the breadth of an 
hair.

N o. 3.

From Omdat-ul-Omrab Behauder to the Nabok, dated  1 at M unfoor P e t tsb , and
rece iv ed  z i d  Auguji^ i T ] i .

I H A D  the honour to receive your Excellency’s two letters, dated the 14th 
inrtant in the forenoon, with four copies o f letters from the Governor and your 
Excellency, direded to Madavarow * and Trim beck Kow-f-, You were pleafed to fay, 
that the Vackeels of the Tanjore Rajah have kindled the fire o f afpcrfions in 
the Balaghaut, by falfe words and infinuations; pretending that an engagement 
happened between the Circar’s people and the Rajah, and that the Circar’s lervants 
broke open the Annacut, or bank of the river ; and requefting, at the ftme time, to 
fend the WaTStH^rmy foon to ruin this country. Y ou  were pleafed to fay alfo, 
that as the faid re^ h  will, in the end, be revenged o f the damages that might 
happen to the CircaKscountry, I (hould acl with good fenfe and future confide- 
ration of affairs. As G?)d is omnipotent, 1 hope in his Grace, to enable me to 
difpatch the prcfent undertaking with fuch good fuccels, that it may be a means 
to obtain your commendations.

VcO-erday I had the happinefs to receive your two letters, dated Tucfday the  ̂3th, 
at W ootal «>r, with forne newfpapers from Balaghaut, and obferve th i advices 
therein contained.

Thi s  day, at tlie hour o f  three Vahaur at night, I fet out from W ootaloor, and 
arrived in Munfoor Pettah after eight o’clock in the morning ; and fobnd, that by 
reafon of the creeks in the fide o f  the Coleroon, there is nothing buf water to be 
feen from this fide o f Coleroon as far as the fides of the river, at w h i^  ends t h ^  

• fuuationof the laid Pettah, befidcs the Cavery and Colerwn r i v e r s  

creeks have formed another river in the middle, fo that the breadth and forcc of it’s 
waters exceeds far from the two rivers. Seven or eight villages are drowned in the 
water, but the people faved iht ir lives although we fee them plainly, yet they cannot
crofs the river. I am not negligent in getting the boats and bafkets in this place,

* Maratu Chief. f  Mara’tta General. *
• according
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!(ccordii>g as I h a v e  wrote you from Wootaloor, with great pains and trouble I pro
cured five bafkets and one boat. It was a very lucky circumftance that Madcr-ul- 
MiilkBehauderfentone Mahomed Soory before him, toobferve tht-boatsand thefwei- 
ling of the rivers. In flwrt, 1 halted this day at MunfoorPettah, and appointed fome 
trufty people, in order to get the people that cmie along with me to crofs the river-, 
as for my part 1 am taking care o f other people. I encouraged the boat people, with 
a promile o f a prcfent, to employ their boats and baikets the whole night in paffing 
and repafling the p e o p l e ; and gave orders to light a great fire on the other fide of the 
river, that it may lerve as a fignal to the boat people. By the blefllng o f God this 
method proved very advantageous, becaufe about 500 people of the army went over 
the other fide to this hour, being 8 o’clock at night, and hope to fee a great many more 
get cJVer by the next morning. On the 19th, early in the morning, I and Mader- 
ul-M ulk hope to crofs the rivets and arrive in Trichinopoly, and I hope allb that 
the lloics, b cc. people aUb will be carried over to the other fide in the fame morn
ing. 1 employed Mahomed Ubraur Khan to g-;t the ftores and remainder of the 
people to crofs thc«ver, and ordered Captain Alexander to come along with the 
faid Khan after every thing is paffed.

No. 4.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr to the Nabob, dated- 217?, and received  1771.

A F T E R  I addrefTed a letter to your Excellency from Munfoor Pettah, giving 
you an account o f the occurrences, I could not write you ’ till now, by reafon of my 
being bufy in croffing the rivers. Praifed be God, that on the aoth inftant, be
ing Tuefday, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, I crofled the river, and paid^  vifit to 
General Smith, & c. Sardar o f the FaringCes ; and then prayed at the fhrine of the 
holy Saint, and fent Careamoolla Khan to all the fcpulchres of the holy men to 
implore their aid and afliftance ; and at length 1 arrived in ihs: fort of Trichinopoly, 
in company withMadcr-ul-Mulk Behauder. This day I went toGeneral Smith’s houfe 
along with the fafd Behaudcr; and after prefentin^ your compliments to him, I 
delivered your letter, together with one from the Governor snd Council, The 
difcourl'e which we have had, you will find it inferted very fully at the loot o f this 
addrels.

1 feeing the difficulty o f paffing the river Caverj and Coleroon, together wiih 
another trcOi warcr river which formed itfelf on the other fide of Coleroon, by 
reafon o f the creeks in the fide o f rhe faid Coleroon, and which runs with more 
violence than the whole rivers, I addrefled myfelf to Syed Muckdoom AJiy Khan 
and Mader-uI-Mulk Behaudcr in the manner following;

blcfilng o f God t h  Nabob zvas pkafed to intrvft t h  management t f  this 
“  iatportant expeditu n -with us three people^ wherefore it behoves us to exert ourfclvcs 
“  in dilpatching the laid ÎTairs. Bcfides the troops that came along with m yftlf 
“  and Mader-ul-M ulk, a large force, with great guns, are comingalong with Colonel 
“  Butler; Mahomc«'. Nazccb Khan brings another force along with him ; fo that

10 K “  tiicfe
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“  that thefe two different bodies o f forces will arrive in five or fix days at the binks- 
“  o f the Cavery, with an intermifilon o f one or two days between th; m ; at w ith 
“  time, if the boars, & c. are wanting to crofs the rivers, as they are at prefent, it 
“  will take up a long tfrne for the troops to get over this fide; wheicfore it is

receflary that one o f us ftiould take the management o f the boat?., and to get the 
“  army to crofs, that no delay may take place on the affairs.” I f  you would leave 
** the management o f this affair to me, in which cafe )'ou fhould deliver the materials 
“  I may want for it, and then I engage myfelf to get the faid two armies to crofs the 
“  river in a week, or ten days. There may be at prefent four boats and forty bafkcts 
“  in three rivers, and w^expedt ten or more boats from Devecotah and Portonovo,
“  and three from Allianore and Worriarpollam ; and in the mean time I fhall take * 
“  fome baflcets from grain-fellers, & c. both by confent and compulfion; and as adl 
“  thefe make aboiK twenty boats and eighty bafkets, 1 fhall put them under the carc 
“  of {bme trufly people, to be fent to the diftridts of Moofary, where both the rivers 
“  are united, to crofs over from thcnce at once. 1 fliaU write to Colonel Butler and 
“  Nazeeb Khan to proceed thither, in which cafe the arm f will be able foon to 
“  crofs.” On hearing thefe particulars M ader-ul-M ulk Behaudcr took the njanagc- 
mcnt o f this affair upon himfelf, to whom I delivered my fentiments in writing, 
copy o f .which comes enclofed to your perufal. I beg leave to acquaint you o f the 
particulars o f the feveral requefls of the General, and o f my anfwcrs to him, viz.

The General told me, that as it was the greateft difficulty to crofs the rivers, the 
bcfl method ought to be confulted for it ; in anfwer to which I have reprcfented the 
above particulars, which he approved, and was very glad, and faid that 1 removed 
the conccrn which he had about this affair..

Second Tecjueft was, foon to. fend for the bullocks helonging to the ammunition 
of the Company which arc on the other fide I anfwered him, that. I will do lb in 
two days, excepting this day.

Third requeft was, that a% he wanted a great many planks *for the ufe o f the 
Mourchas, I fhould get them fupplied by Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder; who then 
A.Oicd him for a liflo^ the fame, which-he promifcd to<givc in a few hours.

Fourth requeft was, that as the fheep fupplied him wet« bad, I fhould get good 
ones to be delivered thr ulV o f the Farii^gees.: I fpoke to Mader- ul-M ulk about 
ir, who will ufe the utmoft of his endeavours to provide them.

>

On my part, 1 aflced the General to engage his favour in the affairs o f the Circar, 
and to difpatch them as may be requifite ; to which he agreed and 1 afked him 
further tO tell me then every thing he wanted, that there may be no occafion 
afltvngfbf any more on the road j to which he anfwered, that he had alio«dy^>ro- 
curcd a great part of the things he wanted, and that what little things he (lands 
in  need of he >vlll let me know.

By



By the blefTing o f God I fhall get this day all the demands o f the General and 
myfelf, to put them in writing, and then to think of providing them 1 as well as to 
rco-ulate the affairs relating to the boats and balkets in the befl. manner I can, and 
lhall advife you jointly with Mader-ul-Mulk. A5. the ford o f Moofary is very 
convenient for the army to crofs, a great many people told me the fame thing ; how- 
ev«-r I fliali fpeak to Mader-ul-Mulk, and fend Govinda Punt and an Engineer to 
uev^ewit; t h e y  will get there to-day, and bring their report to me to-morrow. 
M a d c r - u l - M u l k  has fent Mahomed Syed and Caudercooly, with a proper number 
o f people, to fettle the affairs of the boats and balkets.

•

P.. S. I have reprefented to Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan all the particulars relat
ing fo the Tanjore Rajah’s failing in his argument, and alked his advice ; and will 
alk again upon that matter :■ whatever may happen hereafter I fnall advife you.

No. 5.

From Omdttt-ul-Omrah Bchauder to the N aM , dated l i d ,  and received  2%th
Auguji, 1771.

I N  my letter to your Excellency o f  the 21ft:, I took the liberty to acquaint yoi» 
o f my arrival in Trichinopoly, and o f a method o f croffing the iiver Cavery and 
Coleroon, as well as of thedifcourfe between myfelF and General Smith, very foully; 
iince which, the General having fpoke to Major Bonjour, fent a lift of his demand 
in the Englifli language to M ader-ul-M ulk Bchauder; 1  alfo drew out a lift o f my 
demand and delivered him. I obfcrvo, by what Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan teils 
me, that out o f the things which I, drew out and delivered according, tcjiyour E x
cellency’s letter, bullocks, Cholies,.boutiques, &c. were got ready; but there wanted 
fome little things to be prepared, and t lat Madcr-ul-Mulk Bchauder is taking a 
great deal' of pains : by the blefling o f God they will be foon ready. I herewith 
lend you a copy o f the faid lift, which will be prefented to your Excellency.

MadcNul'-Mulk gave me place to lodge in the Bungalow which was newly built, 
whei'e I  live, andJpcnd niy time in devotion to God, and in obferving nighf and day o f 
the circumftances and difpofitions o f the Rajah, and in confulting with Syed Muck- 
doo.n A lly  Khan upon this affair; and likewife in getting information from Syed 
Bader ADom, and others, who are acquainted with the affairs of that country.

I fpoke to Mader-ul M ulk to fcnd you copy o f  the lift: delivered by the General,, 
he will do it accordingly,

reviewed alV the places within the palace o f  Darullamarah, where I 
allttHtJ my mind of your refidence, as well as my dear Mother; and likewife of my 
-ading in the fchool at the entry, and o f the anger fhewn b,y Syed HuflTein in the

■ ■ iiali's to the north o f the place o f  rrft and repofc-, which put me into fuch a fituarion, 
rhat I began to weep, with tears in my eyes praying for your return, as well as m y  
dear Mother. 1 hare underftood the fcafc and meaning o f the verfe, Sharafulrmran 

« Bilmakecni
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B'thnakeen; which being rendered in Englifh is this, “  That the honour or ornartent 
o f the place depends upon the people tliat live in the fame.”

Lift o f  the Things wanted , and delivered to Mader-uUMulk.

ICO  b o u tiq u e s , w ith  a ll m an n er o f  goods.

lo o o  carriage and draught bullocks, out of which the number o f the draught 
bullocks muft not be lefs than 300.

1000 Coolies.
«

500 Spades.

200 Axes, 200 Codaley, and 100 iron rakes.

5000 ftrong and firm balkets to take up the earth.

Y o u  ftiould fpare as many Hircars as you can out of the 40 the Nabob ordered 
you to enlift, as well as what you can fpare out of the old Hircars who receive ten 
months’ pay in a whole year, according to the Tanjore cuftom.

You fhould fpare fome Anuildars, 8cc. who are acquainted with the nature o f 
the affairs o f the Tanjore country.

Y ou  Ihould fend for daily intelligence of the Tanjore, and acquaint me with it.

Y o u  Ihould fend for the news o f theMarattas, as well as the news o f thofe that 
remain in the borders o f Hyder Ally Khan, and acquaint me with it alfo.

‘ A  ceruin number o f people arc employed to fee the army crofs ’ till the rivers 
remain full, out o f which fome people (hould be appointed to take care o f the 
letters that may arrive from His Excellency, and others, with ftores, and fend them 
over to me to this fide.

N o  doubt you are very attentive about fending continual fupplies o f provifions, 
according to H is Excellency’s orders; what number o f bullock-loads o f provifnns 
you may fend at every time, a receipt fliall be given you at thac very inftant.

Befides a troop o f  horfe that are with you, there are a body of horfes o f the 
Sawyer, which you will fend along with the ar;ny.

No. 6.

, From Omdat-ul-Onirah Behauder to the Nabob, dated i^ d  Augujt, 17^ 1. ^

• I H A D  the honour to receive two letters from your Excellency,'dated the 17th 
inftant, this day at *12 o'clock in the forenc^n. You were pleafed to advife me o f 
the day in which the Rajah o f Tanjore vifitcd you, as well as the place o f fuch 
vilit, and likcwife o f the copy o f your letter diredtcd to Governor Pigot. I think 

a if
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if  your Excellency be pleafed to fend receipts for two year’s Pcflicufii, in two dif
ferent papers, leaving the blank to fill up the fums, and under your fign and feal, 

it will be proper.

N o. 7.

From Omdat-uUOmrah Behauder to the Nabob, dated i\ th , and recek*ed i4,fh Septtm-
her, 1771.

SY E D  M U CK D O O M  A L L Y  K H A N  went from hence for Tanjore, with 
letters from the General and me. Before he had reachcd the Tanjore camp, he was 
flopped by a guard of the Rajah’s people, and about 25 minutes after had a party 
o f about 200°Scpoys and fomc horfe ftationed over him ; at all which he was not a 
little furprized. The next duy he received a meffage from the Rajah, telling him 
firfl: to vifit his Dewan ; and accordingly he had an interview with an infignificant 
fellow, one Gullabcllapah. The following is an account of what pafled there :—  
Immediately after they had embraced each other, Gullabellapah having made the 
ufual enquiries about his health, alked Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan what he was 
come for  ̂ Syed Muckdoom faid he would inforn> him. Gullabellapah replied  ̂
O h ! I know what it is you are come fo r ; you are come to take our turbands. Syed 
Muckdoom faid he would acquaint him in private. W hy this is tlie private audi
ence chamber, replied Gullabellapah ; and having fent away the people (landing 
round, he afked Syed Muckdoom again of his errand ? Syed Muckdoom then informed 
him of what he was empowered 10 deliver verbally, together with lome other 
matters; on hearing o f which Gullabellapah flew into a violent pafllon, telling 
Syed Muckdoom he fhould fee in what manner he would thrcfh the Englifh, lo 
that they would remember it. Syed Muckdoom afked him how he wou?d do it ? 
Gullabcllapah replied, he would order his Sepoys to fire, from the great fmoke of which 
the Englifli would not be able to fee any thing, and then he would fall upon them 
with his horfe, the duft kicked up by which would get into their eyes as foon as the 
fmoke ftiould be difperfed. Syed Muckdoom in reply faid, the fcheme was an 
excellent one, and certainly the true way o f threfhing the Englifh. On this Gul
labellapah told him the way to catch birds, was to put a piecc o f wax upon their 
heads when the fun was perpendicular, which melting the wax, the fame would 
run into their eyes, and then they might be taken. In (hort, a great deal of con- 
verfation o f this nature pafled between them. At latt the Rajah fent for Syed 
Muckdoom, and afked him what it was he came for ? Syed Muckdoom faid he 
had brought letters from the Governor Behauder, the General, and me. 1  he 
Rajah replied, what have I to do with the Governor ? I do not defire him to gua
ranty the crcaty now; and on feeing my letter, he flew into a paffion, faying, that 
had he not affifted the Nabob, the Nabob would have found the difference of i t : 
in (hort, his converfation was fuch as was by no means proper. His aniwer in 

^  w ritinf to our demands has been this, that we fhould alfb defray the expenfes of his 
P** troops} and in oppofirion to each demand o f our’s, fets up a like demand of his own. 

Confidering therefore his obflinacy, I joined the army.yeflerday, being 7 'uefiiay the 
loth initant, about 10 o’clock in the forenoon ; to-day we halted, but to-morrow, 
pleafe God, being Thurlday, wc are to procced to Tooagoody. Enclofcd I fend

10 L  your
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your Highnefs copics o f the Rajah’s letters, and o f my letter to him, to which he 
has alfo "replied. T he Kajah has fent no anlwer to the Governor’s letters, and told 
Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, that he had no need o f this Governor’s guaranty. 
Accordingly Syed Muckdoon»,defpainng of being able to efFcft any thing, from thefc 
unbecoming expreflions o f the Rajah, returned again to me.

Mader*ul-Mljlk Behauder is taking a great deal o f pains in the affairs of the 
Circar more than others; Siaf-ul-Mulk Behauder remains aho in Trichinopoly,

Copy o f  a L etter fr om  the Rajah cfT an jore to Omdat-ul-Omrab Behauder.

I H A D  the plcafure to receive your letter, which you fent me on your arrival at 
Trichinopoly; and take the liberty to inform you, that when the great Rajah 
(meaning his Father) was living, the Nabob came to my country on account o f the 
troubles occafioned byChundaKhan, Nande Rauz, Morarow, Hidauyet Mehyeddeen 
Khan, and the French; and having folicited fairly and fincerely for the fpace o f two 
months, and figned an inftrument for to give Madura, Trichinopoly, Verdachclum,&c. 
five Mahals, or diftrids, requefled his affiftance, which was attorded at great expenfe, 
for the reduftion of Chunda Khan, &c. which cauled fomc certain people to be our 
enemies ; and in conlequence my tort was attacked feveral times, which put us into 
great expenie ; all which is well known to the Nabob. Notwithllaniling which, as 
the payment o f the Pefhcufh of the two years was delayed for fome time, l y  rcajon o f  
not allow ing me credit f o r  certain articles, the Nabob was difpleafed, and fent 
his army againft my country, making certain demands on me that were very im
proper, which fuiprized me greatly. You are wi!e, and I hope therefore that you 
will do whatever may be conducive to my fafety, and your own reputation; I, on 
my par^ fent my demands in writing, which I hope you will take into your confi- 
deration; I am ready to undertake the lame bufmefs which you came upon ac 
prefent.

No. 8.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabob, aated the i^ th , at the Golden Rock, afxi
received i^tb September, 1 7 7 1 .

I H A D  the honour to receive your Excellency’s favour, dated the 8th inftanf, 
on the 12th at the faid place. This day the army halted, and the General went 
to Mader-ul-Mulk to bring fupplies of rice; by the blefling of God the army will 
move to-morrow. Madcr-ul-Mulk is taking a great deal of pains to coUcft the 
provifions.

Since writing the above I had the honour to receive your letter o f the jfth, and 
I underftand the intention of the Marattas, and the agreement of their Vackecl 
with you ; by the blefling o f God 1 fhali keep them fecret, 1 have no time at pre- 
fent to write you fully. I fpokc to the General very fu lly ; to-morrow I Qiall ad- 
drcfs a letter to you.

From
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No. 9.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to  the Nabobs dated z id , and rece iv ed  i^ th  Sep
tember, 17 7 1.

I H A D  the honour to rcce iv e  your feveral letters, and beg leave to an fw er 

every a r t i c l e  jherein contained, You were pleafed to advife me o f Trimbeck Row’s 
intention to fend a body o f  ten thoiifand horle, in an outward appeaiance to rum  
the country of J a g g a d a v o o  Vanambady, &c. but that his inward defign was to alTift 

the Tanjoreans. Vou advifed me alfo o f Aunandarow, brother to Madarow Sada- 
five’s departuie to Trim beck Row, to obtain his promife not to affift the Tanjore 
Rajaii, and that of Madarow Sadalive’s agreeing not to affill him for the fpace o f  

fix weeks; direfling me at the fanie time to finini every thing that is to be done 
within the faid fpace, and not to acquaint thefe particulars to any other people but 
to Mader-ul-Mulk, Mahamed Nazeeb Khiin, and the General. I have accordingly 
acquainted the General what was necedary, and likevvife to Mader-ul-Mulk, to 
whom I {hewed your letter. A t that time Mahomed Nazeeb Khan was not arrived 
at the army, but he was bufy in eroding the army over the rivers. By the blcfTing 
o f God I fhall not'ieglcd to exert myl'elf in the affairs of the Circar, as far as lay in 
my power. I have perufed the tranflatinn of Aunandarowls letter to Madavarow. 
Tou w ere pleafed to w r ite  an order to Captain M atthews to a£l in obedience to me  ̂ and the 
inftrudtions which you fcnt him were delivered and explained ?o him.

I fpoke to the Company’s Sardars about Captain Rumley to be taken in the room 
of M r. Folken, Cornet, which was agreed to.

You were plealed to exprefs. your approbation of the letter I wrote to the Rajah 
o f Tanjore ; all ihi> is nothing of my own, but was ilw; efFcdl of your kind inllrus 
lions and communications co me •, fimilar to the earth kept ac the Hammam*, or 
Bathing l^hice, which procured iweet fcent by it’s being mixed, handled, and touched 
by otiorift-rous flowers, fo to become fit and proper tor the ule of the people that 
go to wafh there; otherwile it wab meer earth and ulelefs; fo that my capacity 
has the fame model.

You were pleafed to fay that I wrote to you very much about the great pains 
which Mader-ul-Mulk took^ bm that the General and all other Faringees com
plained to the Governor, &c. about his negleft, which created an inexprefllble 
difplealure in you j wherefore you afked me by wlvu foundation I mentioned to 
you of the great paijis he took as above. It is true I mentioned to you of the 
pains he took about coHef^ing the provifions and money for to pay to the Sepoys, 
& c. which »̂ he Faringees themlelves faw with their own eyes. The negletft which 
was occafionsd by Mader-ul-Mulk was this, that he began to collcdt the bullocks 
o f provifions, & c. juft at the time o f the marching of the arm y, as he was in 
mourning and in deep afflKElion all the while before however. 1 daily put him in 
mind ot the fald bufinefs. When the army marched from Trichinopoly, the pro- 
vilions, & c. were ready. T he General demanded fixteen days provifions, but there 
remained in the army only for three or four daysi by which we may eafily fuppole,

, * It is cuftomary in Pcrfia, &c. to keep pertumcd eart{j at the Bathing Tanks, to rub the waflief’a.
body with.
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that i f  Mader-ul-Mulk did not fiirnifh the army with the provifions, how co nes 
It that the faid army is arrived as far as this place ?

N. B. T he above ftory o f the earth is written in the Perfian verfes.

N o. 10.

Tram Omdat-ul-Omrab Bel'auder to the Nabob, dated 2id^ and 'rece iv ed  %%th
September, i77«.

I H A D  the honour to receive your Excellency’s letter, advifing me o f the 
agreement between you and the Governor, about paying ten Lacks o f  Pagodas fo r  
T anjore; and o f what the Governor has faid, that the determining about • the'ilores 
in the fort depended upon the General: you advilcd me alfo very faljy about what 
was to be done on that head. Give me leave to inform you, that before your 
letter came, there pafTed great difcourfe between me and the General on that head; 
and I find that his views extend to ^o or 40 Lacks o f Rupees : be ohferved, that the 
country w a s a new  acquifition, and not fuch as oj old bebnged to the Ctrcar, and that the 
Circarls benefit therein would be very great. I herewith fend you copy of a letter 
which I wrote to the General, and fhall ufe my utmoft endeavours, and advile 
you with what may be again determined.

W hat you were pleafed to wrife to m t about paying the Batta to Tondiman was very  
j u f i ; for he has been difgufted before, and now is very well plealed with it, and 
agreed to fend in a large fupply of provifions. I enclofed a note and your Excel
lency’s letter.

Since writing the above I had the happinefs to receive your fecond letter, em- 
poweriiig me to agree to fomething more for taking Tanjore, than what has been 
agreed on account o f an Enaum at the time of the taking M adura; by the blcf- 
fing o f God I lhal! difcourfe about this matter to-morrow.

After the Tanjore army that rufhed into our camp was defeated, we began to 
cannonade againft the fort of Vellum : praifed be God that the fame was taken on 
the-20th at night, and the people of the fort betook themfelves to flight. A ll 
the Faringces were o f opinion, that the faid fort was ten times ftronger than that 
o f Trichinopoly. After Velloor and Madrap, the faid fort may be reckoned a 
(Vrong one. I take the liberty to pay you a compliment o f congratulation, w,ilh 
a prelent o f five Rupees upon the occafion.

I f  Tanjore is taken, I hope to be favoured with the farm thereof; but if  peace 
is concluded according to our liking, there is no occafion for it : God’s pleafurc 
is the beft of all.

Yefterday the Rajah o f Tanjore fent Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan’s Son, and 
his Son-m-law, with the two old Vackeels, to me, and defired that Syed M uck
doom Ally Khan might be fent to him. 1 introduced the Rajah’s people to the

*  M eaning plunder and booty which m ight be found in the fort o f Tanjorc, if taken.

General^
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■General, and intend to fend them back to-day with a melTage, purporting, that he 
(the Rajah) muft either come himfelf, or elfe fend Narfing Row or Gillibllly i that 
Syed Muckdoom cannot be fent to him ; that he (the Rajah) is not a greater 
man than Nizam Ally Khan, who fent the Dewan o f the Deckan to us •, and that 
I fliall eaeem it a particular inftance of his favour, “  not to have any more offers 
o f accommodation made to me.*‘ This meflage will be a means of peace j what 
I want is to negotiate, at the fame time that we are ufing our endeavours to take 
the place, ir the latter is foon effefted, there is an end of the peace; but fhould 
any thing happen to prevent our taking of the place (which God forbid!) in that 
cafe we may Hill have a peace to our latisfaflion.

You will be pleafed foon to let me know your opinion o f this matter: I am 
very impatient to reccive an anfwer to this letter; you will therefore be plcafcd to 
order the Moonfhy to write an anfwer without any delay : you will write a letter 
to Mader-ul-Mulk Bchaudcr, not to forward your letter to me without a proper 
cfcort

I have received certain intelligence from Tanjore, that the Rajah there wants to 
go to Poonah, and to hoifl: the Maratta flag on the Tanjore fore. By the blefTing 
o f  God I fhall any how keep the  ̂ furt of Vellum in the poffcfTion o f the Circar, 
becaufe there is no fuch fort in the Carnatick befKles that o f Veilour and Madras. 
I  have appointed Mahomed Ackber, one o f the Circar Servants, that ftaid in 
Sacoyer, by the advice and counfcl of Mahomed Nazeeb Khan and Syed Muck- 
doom Ally Khan, to refide in the fort o f Vellum. By the blefllng o f God I (hail 
write to you very fully by and by.

N o. II .

Vmn Omdat-ul-Cmrah Behaudtr to General Smithy dated 14/i Septm bcr,

IT  is out of my power to exprcfs to you fully o f the league o f friendfhip and 
afTiftance maintained and given by the Nabob with and to the Engli(h Company ja 
the time of Governor Hind } the Company and the Engiilh on their part did the 
fame wich the Nabob ; I being then too young, and conftquently o f found 
memory, when I became capable o f his unJcrftanding, I faw fhe fame harmony 
between them with my own eyes. The Nabob thinks firmly and fincerely, that 
whatever fervices he may afford to the Company, according to his ability, rsnnot 
be a fufficient recompenfe. I on my part believe his above thoughts to be jolt, 
and thai he has not been able hitherto to afford fuitable Cervices to them, being 
very much dilabled by his diftreffed circumftances ; an inftancc of which I take the 
liberty to remark, that his Excellency is involved in a confuierabie debt to the 
Englilh and the Soucars. 1  he reafon o f his diftrefled condition is this that he 
bad been at very great expenfe to take feveral forts which were -in poffeffion o f 
the enemy, through the bkfTing o f God, and theafliftance o f the Englifh. Since 
the taking them to this day, whatever incomcs arc collefbed from the countries 
thereof have not anfwered the expenfe o f taking them j bcfides which I feldom heard 
4 hat the revenues o f the coiaitries taken in any place ever aniwered the expenic
* 10 M  thereof.
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thereof. I  hope therefore that you will take t!ie foregoing into your confideration^ 
and advife m e  what you think is a proper r e c o m p e n f c  to b e  made b y  the Circar to 
the army. I am of opinion, that excepting the chargcs we fhall b e  at in taking 
the forts and the Tanjore couxury, we fliali foftcr great lols in the whole Car- 
natick in a very fhort time, becaufe the M a ra tc a s  will commit hollilities every year 
in the laid country; wherefore I beg you will take the above into your confidera- 
lion, and loon advife me o f your fentiments, confidering the circumftanccs or ability 
o f the Circar, regarding the faid affair..

No. 12.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabob, dated j j f ,  and received  g t b
0  Bober, 1771-

T H E  Poligars in thefe parts did not .-iffift the army with any thing. 
Tondiraan Sardar faid, tliat if  Batta is paid he will fupply us with provifions, & c. 
but he has not yet fent even a fingle grain ; on the contrary, he is making ^  eva- 
five excufe: in confideration of the prefent times, I am encouraging them with 
good words to afford their fervices, notvvithftanding they will not hearken to it. 
Marawar and Nalcooty have not yet cealtd in their excufes. M y fin iim ent and opinian 
M, to clear the country fivm  this cur fed  people, when an oppwtunity may offer. The G e
neral, & c. Faringee Sardars, were altonilhed by their above proceedings and 
filence; as for my part 1 am very much vexed. W hat is part: is not to be called to 
mind ; the provifions that are already got are what were fent from Mader-ul M ulk, 
and procured from the Tanjore country; in fcveral villages o f the faid country^ 
rice,, & c. hath been found buried.

No. r3.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabok, ddted  4/̂ 6, and rectiv ed  \/ t̂h
October, 1771.

I  L A T E L Y  addreffed repeated letters, thereby advifing you o f  what 
had paffed, and o f  what method was to be taken in future ; as well as o f the ne
gotiation with the Rajah o f Tanjpre; through tlie means o f the Son o f Syed 
Muckdoom Ally Khan^ and Yafawventraw, the meffengers from the Rajah : I wait 
for your anfwers, and beg leave to inform you with what hath happened fmce, by the 
will o f Providence i which is as follows :

Yafawventraw, whom the Rajah has fent, went in company with Tfmael A lly  Khan, 
the Son-in-law o f  Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, and the two Vackeels to Tanjore, 
with letters from myfelf and the General to the Rajah, and with a promifc to return 
in one d a y ; but when we found that they failed in their promile, we began to fire 
againft the fort. As to the Tanjoreans, they have been firing from the very day o f 
our encampment in the plains o f Tanjore; but on the ift inftant 1 heard greater 
reports o f the fmall arms from the Mourcha than I ufed to do every day,, and im
mediately fent to acquaint the fame to General Smith, defiring him that.it would be 
beft to fend an afliftance to the people o f  the Mourchas. The General thereupon 
thought fit to order the battalion o f the Grenadiers, confifting o f the Sepoys and 
Faringccs, to aflift them; in the mean time news was brought, thax the whole army

o f
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o f Tanjore, confifting o f Horfe, Sepoys, Collcries, Peons, and the Arabs, which 
k ft were twelve hundred bold men, under the command of two Sardars, namely, 
Siddy Caroor and Chanda Sarvar, were fighting hard againlt the Mourchas, and at
tempted to ftorm i t ; upon which I  and the General, having ftood at the front o f our 
army, began to fend alTiftancc one after another, and to take care of the different 
quarters o f our army. T his engagement lafted from eleven o’clock in the forenoon 
until two in the afternoon ; the Tanjoreans exerted bravely ; the Rajah ftood all 
the while upon a baftion o f the fort, and was encouraging the i>eople of his army 
to take pofleflion o f the M ourcha: our people in the Mourcha were fo firm, that 
they would not ftir their feet out o f their poft. The Tanjoreans made a very 
ti«ijicrate pufh no lefs than four times to take it, but to no purpofe ; in fliort,. 
both parties Ihewed their bravery as Ruftem an old hero. The Tanjoreans formed 
their line regularly, and maintained their aftion in a very clofe compafs, or within 
half-yard diltance from our people •, they dcferve praife for it : our people like- 
■wif̂  deferve praife on their part, becaule they did not regard the enemy. A t 
length a vidtory being your lot, was gained at two o’clock in the afternoonr. About 
400 people o f the Tanjoreans were killed and wounded; one o f which, Mahomed 
Hulfein, relation to Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, a very brave man, being 
wounded, was found lying by a gun, but afterwards died. The faid Khan lamented 
his death, but I comforted him, as it required in the cafe of ĥe mourning. About 
feventy Sepoys and fourteen Europeans, with two Sardars, were killed and wounded 
on our fide. Mr* Eagle, an Officer, died of the wound he received of the wall-piece 
fliot this day ; Mr M ackay was alfo wounded j Shaik Moheyedeen, Commandant o f 
Trichinopoly, was wounded with a mufket-fhot in his breaft. After the abo\'C- 
engagement there has been no encounter to this night. Several guns of the forr 
were broke or fcopt by our cannorv-fhot from the Mourcha. The people ^om the 
fort are throwing (hells. Our people have not yet begun to batter the wall's, which 
they fay will commence in fix or feven days. The Rajah feems to be quite filent^ 
and would not negotiate. I and the General received a true intelligence from the 
fort, that the Rajah has fent 60 Golla Peons- with money to the Marattas, in com
pany with two of his companions ; and that they proceeded by the way o f Lalguddy, 
belonging to Trichinopoly, toTorayoor. I have wrote very much to Mader-ul- 
M ulk upon that fubjeft, afking his reafons for not taking them. Perhaps the 
Rajah will remain quiet’till he receives an affiltance from the Marattas, concerning 
which the report is very current; however I have two methods in view concerning 
this affair, and hope that God will grant an eafy fuccefs. The firft method is this 
that the Monfoon is drawing nigh ; Mader-ul-Mulk will never negled to exert 
in the b ’llinefs o f  the provifions, as far as lay in his power j notwithftanding we 
could not leceive them as much as we may want j wherefore it is neceffary to colle<ft 
fuch quantity o f  provifions, & c. as we may want for the army in the fort o t  VeUum,. 
that it may be thereby reckoned equal to Trichinopoly: this cannot be effcdled 
alone by Mader-ul-Mulk,. unlefs we are affifted by the Polligars o f different parts,, 
o f whofe cvrcumftances 1 lately wrote you very tully. I was under a necelTity of 
■writing in preffing term& to Ally Navaz Khan and Mader-ul Mulk to fend a large 
fupply o f provifions to Vellum ; and acquainted the faid Khan to colledt them at 
VVorriarpollam, bccuufc the Faringecs fay, that if provifions are colki^tcd in th e  

. ikidl
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