
faid place; they cau cafily bring them from 'thence. I am night and da}' thinking 
aboiu tills b'^fincls, and hope in God to meet with an ea(y lucctfs. I'he lecond 
nu’chod is ; that, by the help o f God, if the fbrr is taken foon , ’tis well j i f  not, it will 
be impoflible to do it in the Monfoon •, and afttr the Monloon is over we cannot 
tell liow the matter will turn o u t; perhaps the Marattas may come, and the con
dition o f the army may then alter; and if, now that the country is in our poffelEon, 
and our orders are obeyed throughout the whole country, we meet with difficultie* 
with regard to provifions, &c, as aforelaid, w hat mutt our fituation be then ? Let 
this be afide; but as the Monfoon will begin now, it is their intentions (fuppofed 
to be the Faringees) to quarter the troops at this very place ; which will be o f no 
prejudice to them, as they will receive Batta and be happy; but it will put -/vju 
under an extraordinarv expenfe of the army. All the weak horfcs will certainly die 
in the rains o f a fingle week : the grounds here are fo fofr, that a little rain wiM 
fuik a man down to his waltc. Since it is fo, what muft be the fituation o f the 
horfes and the elephants ? A s thefe two methods, regarding the budnefs o f the fort, 
are attended with great difficulty, ihould the army return without taking the forr, 
u e  fliall get a worl'e name than we got during the war with H yder, becaufe he 
(meaning flie Rajah) is an inferior. As for my part, I ftiall not fail to exert 
myl'elf as long as I live in what I was ordered, and in the buQncfs ot the Circar; 
feveral l.acke o f people g f fhe army are witnelTcs to it; befides which I have 
endeavoured fo far as to incline all the Sardars of the Faringees to take the fort, 
who are firmly inclined upon that bufinefs. I thought fit to advife you with my 
fentiments, but God is omnipotent.

T he General has fent M r. Matthews, with fome of Nazeeb Khan’a iioife, into the 
Tanjor^country, who brought away about 7000 cattle and Iheep, lo that the army 
does not want for mutton at prefent.

No. 14.

From  Omdat-ul-Omrah Bebauder to the Nabob  ̂ dated p b ,  and r e c e iv ed  \\th
October^

1 A M  not unmindful o f thinking to take the fort even a fingle minute; I have 
inclined the General upon that bufinefs: but what vexes us is the inexperience o f 
the Engineers: a battery was not yet erccled to batter the walls •, it rains very 
hard for three days and nights j the General is alfo concerncd about i t : your E x- 
ctllency may be affurcd, that I  /hall engage the Engineer w ith  a prom tfe o f  a fip a ra te  
f r e f i i i t j  befides what be is to have fo r  h isfhare out o f  the gen era l prefen t f o r  th : arfHv, 
f o  that he may be attentive to eredt the battery. The General fays, that it is not 'in 
his powef to ercdl it, but that it was the bufinefs of the Engineer ; who fays th&t 
be wiU foon do it, but it fcems to be in a dilatory way.

T he fort o f  Tanjore is not yet diftrefled ; the people wUhin remain with firm- 
nefs, and are throwing fbclls alfo; they fire every day about 5 or 600 cannon 
fliot. but their guns oppofite to our battery were ftopt or broke, wherefore they 
aie firing the guns from the fides o f the walls. The inftrudions which you have 
hitherto fent me were for to take the fort, and hope in God to make a fi>ccdv
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conqucft o f tbc fame : in cafc of delay (which God forbid !) what ftep fhould be 
done ? As you have not yet advifed me concerning it, I defire you will foon let 
me know, tnat I may retain both the adviccs that are concerning the taking o f the 
fort, and what is to be done in the failure therfcoi, and fhall ufc them as the time 
and opportunity may require.

I muft defire your Excellency to fpeak to the Governor, and get it mentioned 
in a public letter which fhall be wrote to the General, to leave all the goods and 
grain that may be found in any place or fort which  may be taken under my management', 
becaufe, when the Vellum fort was taken, the General placed his own guard over 
the goods and grain there : feveral brafs pots, &c. were taken away by the foldiers 

'  £tTrJ-/ifficcrs V his own Dubafli took away the goods, to the amount of two thoufand 
P a g o d a s , on h h  own accoun t:  when I mentioned to him concerning it, he was dif, 
pleafed, and faid that nobody took any ; but if  he did, it fignified nothing: on 
this, I did not think proper to make him difpleafcd, and fo I remained quiet. 
A t length, when they had filled up their bellies with all the goods, they* caufed 
my own guard to be placed. N ow you will be pleafed to get the Governor to write 
to him under the cover o f the following cxpreffions :

“ The Nabob has defired us, that the Company’s people fliall have no manner
o f concern either with the goods, grain, & c, and that they fhould be entirely 

“  put under the power and diipofal o f his own people,”

N o, 15.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabob, dated  8/ ,̂ and received  i^ th
0 8 ober, 1771.

I L A T E L Y  addrefTed your Excellency the repeated account o f the occurrenccs 
here ; now I am to inform you, that this day the two Vackeels of Tanjore, namely, 
Sambajee and Baboo Row, came to the camp with their Mailer’s letters to myfelf and 
the General; I have not time to fend you copies thereof, becaufe the General has 
infifted and fent Mahomed Nazeeb Khan with the whole army o f cavalry to 
Trichinopoly, from which place a fupply o f provifions is coming with eleven com
panies o f Se lo y s. As to the Sepoys that are here, they were all employed U]>on bufi- 
nefs} wherefore he thought proper to fend the cavalry with Nazeeb Khan as above. 
1 defired the General very much to fend only the cavalry, and let the faid Khaa 
remain here ; but his anfwer was, that if he does that, half the number of horfcs 
will chufe to flay in the camp in cafe the faid Khan remained here, wherefore he 
ordered him to go. ■

In<;onfideration o f your advice before, I fhall put it off with the Vackeels o f 
the Rajah ’ rill the fort may fall into our hands, or I know how the affairs fhall 
fland. If God grants the fort foon, ’tis well ; if  not, let me know your diredions 
about what is to be done. I took a great deal of pains to incline all the Sardars 
to take the forr, but there wants an inclination o f Providence, which 1 am pray- 
jng tor. Mr. Matthews went to Amma Pcttah in order to bring provifions, where

* The word /l>tv ii not in the copy.
10 N  he



he found a large quantity o f  rice and Paddy, but he had nn bullocks with him j 
which was the fault o f the bullock people, wlio had orders to go along with him, 
which they negledted. Mr. Matthews not thinking it proper to remain there any 
longer for want o f bullocks, he turned his thoughts to return to the arm y; in 
the mean time there came from the fort a party o f 500 horfes of the enemy to 
oppofe him, and fo they faced the Circar trt)op o f horfe; at which an engage
ment enfued, in which God has granted you a viftory; for about 200 hortcs o f 
the enemy were killed and wounded, and about 80 horfes were feized j 20 o f the 
faid horfemen were Jemidars, and the remainder common horfemen, who are 
likewife taken prifoners. Mr. Matthews, with all the horfes and people, arrived this 
day here, but has not yet acquainted me with the circumftances of the horfes ; to
morrow I fhall enquire into it, and take them into the pofleffion o f the Circar'.’ the 
faid horfes are a thoufand times better than all the horfes in our army.

Agreeable to my late requeft,. you will get the Governor to write to the Gene
ral in a public letter as foon as poflible, that whatever ftores, &c. that may be got 
as a prize from the fort and the country o f Tanjore, to be the Circar’s property, 
and that the fame may be left under my power and management..

W ith regard to the preffnt money to the army that was ftipulated, it is not 
yet entirely finiflied •, by the blefling o f God I fhall advife you o f it to-morrowj 
agreeable to my late addrefs. I hope you will fend a letter of thanks to General 
Smith for his friendly treatment towards me„ and for the great pains he takes in 
the affairs o f the Circar, exprefling at the fame time that you were informed o f  
the fame by me : you will alfo fend another letter o f the fame purport to Captain 
Horne, as it will prove beneficial to the affairs o f the Circar.

There happened great difpleafure between Captain Alexander and fome o f the 
horfes o f Nazeeb Khan, that went with him to bring fupply o f provifions j praifed 
be God that it was happily ended, which was owing to the good condudt o f the 
faid Khaa.

Agreeable to your direftions, I am exerting my endeavours to take the fort,, 
and hope in God for his full gracc, that it may fall foon into the hands o f your 
people.

I did not think proper to keep the Tanjorean prifoners who were taken this day 
in the army, ^nd (hall therefore fend them to Vellum* to keep them with propcf 
care at chax place.

Marawar and Nalcooty has not yet arrived here, whofe circumftances I lately 
ftdvifed you very fully.

$74  Tapers aunmumcAtei by the Nabobs relative to the
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No. 16,

from  Of»dat-ul-Of»t‘ab Behauder to the Nabobs dated 16 th, and received z^ thO  Slobtr, 1 7 7 1 *

Y E S T E R D A Y  I had the honour to addrefs a letter to your Excellency, ac
quainting you that I fliall confer with the General, and fettle the affair o f the 
Enaiim to the army in writing, and advifeyou with i t : this day I accordingly fettled 
that matter, agreeing to give double the Enaum that was given to the army at the 
expedition againft M adura; that is, 1000 Pagodas were given at Madura to a 
Captain ; in the prefent expedition 2000 Pagodas; and in the fame proportion to 
be given to other Officers, according to their ranks ; fo that I wrote a letter to the 

*««X?gppral. and fcnt it to him under my feal and fign, who as well as others were 
pleafed with it. But Colonel Lang and Colonel Flint, with other Sardars, thought 
it was not enough, and feemed to be a little difpleafed ; I. told them that not a 
fingle Pagoda w j H be added.. T he General fpoke to me to agree for no more, but 
to remain firm in what was already offered r  I'remained fo before he fpoke to me 
about it, but his fpeaking to me was an extraordinary caution. I fend enclofed 
copy o f the Englilh paper given under my feal and fign, for your perufal.

As foon as I  agreed to give double the money paid at \Tadura to the Englifli 
army as above, the Englifli Sardars in the Circar’s fervice, having gathered together 
round me, demanded the fam e fum  to be pa id  to them. The General told them, that he 
will not give them any out of the Enaum agreed on as above. I talked to the Gene
ral on that head, but his anfwer was, that he accounted only with regard to the Com
pany’s Servants, and that he had no bufinefs with thofe o f the Nabob. On this the 
Circar’s Servants began to fay, that as your Excellency was their Mafter, it be
hoved you to encreafe their honour; and added, that the Company's Seiarants are 
looking upon them with contempt, becaufe they entered into your fervice: 1 anfwered 
them, “  That h  was not in my power to offer any thing for them, but that I was 
willing to write to you in a proper manner. In ftiort, the demand o f  the Englijh in th e ' 
d r ea r 's  fe r v ic e  is this,— chat in cafe the fort is taken, an Enaum fhould l>e g  ven 
them in the fame manner as may be gi\'en to the Company’s Servants.. I think 
proper to give the fame Enaum to them j it is true, that by their entering into yoi r 
ftrvice, the Company’s Servants do not mind them. Pleafe to let me know your, 
diredlion on this head, that I may acquaint them with it..

N 6 . 17 .-

Rrom OmdtU-ttl-Omrah Behauder to the Nabobs dated z oth , and received  z^ih OBober^
1 7 7 1 .

I A M  bufy, from the beginning to this very hour o f my writing this letter,, 
to incline the Sardars towards taking the fort, I have not in thelcafl n egiefted  in the 
fame. I maintained a negotiation o f peace on one fid e ; the T an jo rc  Vackeel’s 
Son and Son-in-Law, Syed Muckdoom A lly  Khan, had în egrefs and regrefs with . 
m e ; and as foon as the Rajah fet Monajee and the D ob b eer at liberty, 1 received a 
letter from Monajee, dtfiring me to fend Syed M u ck d o o m  Ally Khan to him. I ■ 
wrote an anfwer to the Rajah and Monajee, that I could not fend the faid Khan,
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blit that Monajcr (hould come, with full po'A-er to finifli the affair, without 
which it cannot be fin fhed. At length the Kajah and Monajt-e advifcd me by their 
letters offending the Vackeeh with full power; upon wJiich f, Mahomed Nazecb 
Khan, Svcd Muckdoom A lly Khan, and Ubrnur Klian, confcrrtd with the faid 
V acketls; who faid, that they will never agree to give up the fort ol Vellum as long 
as the T anjw e may remain in thtir pofTeflQon; they told the lame thing with re
gard to the diftridls of Am y, Coiladdy, and Elangad. T he General has faid to me, 
that it was improper to demand again Coiladdy and Elangad, which had been given 
them before-, 1 gave him a proper anfwer for it. In flion, they offered 10 Lacks o f 
Rupees for the expenfes o f the army, and, upon a ftrong argument, they offered 20; 
I told them that a peace cannot be made. Muckdoom Ally Khan and Mahomed 
Nazeeb Khen advifed them fo much, that they came at laft as far as 27,5o,ooor^nd 
faid, that even if  they were to lofe their lives they cannot offer any thmg more. A f
terwards, I, at the preffing requeft of the General, fpoke to thcni about confidering the 
troubles o f the army. I beg eave to rcprefeiu what had paffed on that head:— That 
the General and all the Sardars of the army fent a meffage tom e, that if Tanjore is 
taken, the money agreed on lhall be certainly paid to them ; but in cafe o f peace they 
cfked me what I  w ill give them ? to which I anfwcred them, “  That I was empowered 
by your Excellency to make an offer in the matters o f war; but what they then ad
vanced was a new cuftom, as even a fingle Cafli never h ,th been paid before in cafe 
o f ])eace” . A t length this argument lafted between us from the evening ’till mid
night : they vexed me to tluit degree that it is impoffible for me to exprefs; I was 
obliged to tell them at laft, “  That it was out o f my jiower to agree for the payment 
o f  any fum, even a,Ca(h, in cafe of peace, but x)m.x. 1  w vuldtalk to the Rajah oh that 
fu b jcct; and if he agreed to give any thing, I Ihould advife your Excellency o f  it, and 
that you had the fole power cither to part with it or to detain it” i and I added to them, 
“  T h a t !  (hould not tell them the amount thereof” . On hearing this, fome o f them 
were dilpieafed i 1 then told them, “  That the difpleafure o f my Mafter would lay 
heavier •. pon rr,e than their difpleafure.”  I'he Vackeels began to fay, “  That they la
boured under many difficulties to make the above offer on account o f the charges 
o f  the army, which-was all in their power, fo that they could not agree for any 
more”. They wrote to l anjore, and received no anfwer j they wrote a fecond time •,
I was very hard upon them, fo that they je llied  at laft 5 Lacks of Rupees as a present 
IS the army, which being added to the above fum of 27,50,000 on account o f the 
charges the army, and including the Pefhcufh money, which, with the intereft, is 
reckoned to be about 9 Lacks ot Rupees, makes the total 41,50,000 Rupees.

Brfidcs the above, the Vackeels fay, that the country which they took from the 
Marawar is worth4 l.acks o f Ru[)ces; this they have given upro theCircar, together 
with the fort o f Aimogam, which they had before jiivcn to the Marawar’s advcr- 
fary { they have alfo given up the villages of T tw a h , &c. Yo\a will know the par- 
ticulars ot what they have agreed to give by a leparate paper cnclofed and having 
fct:!cd thefe matters, by the advice and ct^infel of Mahomed Nazeeb Khan and 
Sycd Muckdnoin Ally Khan, I vvcnt to the General, and told him that the Tan- 
jorcu<;r. we re willing to agree to loniewhat more or Icfs with rclpe^t tumy demand, 
cxcfptvrg V'-Uum, Arny, Coiladdy, and b.langad ; and that if he was abl<? to take 
the fort, 1 would delay the ne^otialion, the firlt objeft being the capturc ot the
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place: 1 told him alfo to try his whole force once againft it, and ihould he mifcarry 
therein, (which God forbid !) I would then make peace.

ThcGeneral’s anfwerwas, “  That he could not promife to take the fort fo foon, but 
in due courfe o f time; that as to what I faidof trying his force, he could do it to be 
fure *, but fuppofing that he ftormed the place, and was repulfed therein, (which God 
forbid!) in t lat cafe the Rajah would pay me nothing j and that I fhould therefore do 
what 1 thought beft I replied, “  Suppofe the people o f the fort fhould repulfe us 
in the firft, we will make a fecond affault” : The General faid, “  That was true, but 
then I muft confider the rains and wounded people” . I muft obferve to your Ex- 

“ceUfncy, that it rains very hard ; that above 500 Sepoys and 100 Soldiers have been 
killed and wounded only at the batteries, and in the leveral fkirmifhes; near 500 Se
poys and 100 more Soldiers arc fick •, notwithftanding all which, our batteries arc 
advanced very pear to the ditch, within the diftanceof a yard from it, and our people 
therein are firm in maintaining their poft, and in o ipofing the enemy ; but a great 
many of them are fallen fick, and by reafon of the c ifagreeable fmell in the army, 
feveral people have died. On hearing the above therefore from the General, I afkcd 
him— What ami to trufl: to in overfetting the negotiation, ifyou will not engage to take 
the place ? His anfwer was, that what he had told me was juft. I communicated 
this to Mahomed Nazecb Khan, and afked his advice; he fald, “  That if  the General 
takes the fort, it is well; i f  not, peace muft be made; but i f  neither are done, our repu
tation will fufFer exceedingly” . For my part the capture of the place is what I ihould 
firft chufe, and next to that peace; but then fuck peace fhould be made before the 
Tanjoreans are in any fhape fenfible o f their fuperiority over us, either through the 
feverity of the rains, the ficknefs o f our people, or the coming o f the Marattas. The 
rains now are very fevere, atwvhich the Tanjoreans are very glad. 1 fhalUwait for 
your anfwer on this matter o f agreeing to the peace as long as I can; and fhould it’s 
receipt be delayed, I fhall purfue fuch mcafiires as may appear to every one moft ad
vantageous for the Circar’s affairs.

N o. 18.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchauder to the Nabob, dated tZth OEiober, and receiv cJ
IJ l  N ovember, 17 7 1 •

I H A V E  already addrefTed repeated letters to your Excellency, inform
ing you o f the particulars of the war and the negotiation for peace, by which I 
hope you are acquainted with all matters; fince which, by the guns fired from our 
batteries, a great part o f the high wall of the fort is already broke down j and the 
Chiefs of the^Englifh camp, through defire of getting their Enaum money, made 
hafte, and began',likewife torcduce the fauffe-braycwallof the fort; and they told me 
that they would ftorm the fort within three days. On this I alked the General, 
■whether he was convinced the fort would be taken by his ftorming it; heanfwered, 
-No ; and I was o f the fame opinion; for the people of the fort have digged a large 
ditch within the high wall, and raifed alfo another high w all; they have likewifc 
crefted three batteries oppofite to the walls that have been breached, and mounted 

.g jn s  thereon, o f which news was r e p e a t e d l y  brought to me as well as the General;
10 O but

Teace concluded with'Tanjortini’]  ̂I. A p p e n d i x . No. X X IV . 8 7 7



bnt the laid Chiefs prefs me to permit them to aflault the fort. I confulted with 
Nazeeb Khan, Sycd Muckdoom Ally Khan, and Ubraur Khan, about this matter, 
and they alfo were not for ftofming the place fo loon. Jlowevcr, in order to clear 
myl'clf o f all blame which might arife, from the Commander ot the army faying 
that the fort would have been taken, had not fuch an one (meaning me) ccn- 
clydcd a peace, 1 fpoke to the General in the following manner, viz. “  I have 
“  in fome mealure put the negotiation for peace on a proper footing, and you
“  have in fbme mealure alfo made a breach in the wall o f the fo rt; i f  you arc
“  convinced you can take it, I will break off the peace: the fort fhould be
“  taken ; if not, the other alternatives are,— either to make peace, or for me
“  to tell you to florm the place; on the following condition, to w it : That as, 
“  in cafe o f your mifcarrying therein, (which God forbid!) the Rajah will 

not agree to pay any thing, until he fhall again efteem the lofs of his fort 
“  as certain; in cafe o f noncompliance, and as you fay after fuch a repulfe 
“  you will retire to Vellum, and return after the Monfoon, you fliould in that 
“  cafe procure a peace from the Rajah on the fame terms as I have now fettled 
“  with him.”  T o  this however the General would by no means agree; and o f  
courfe I confidered, that if the aflault was made, and the fort did not fall into 
our hands, it would leflen our reputation, that we did not conquer a Zemindar o f  
the country ; befides which there will be a great lofs o f money, and the terror o f  
the Circar, as well as the Englifh, will be removed from the hearts of the nativesv 
and that no body knows theconfequence that may happen after the rainy feafon. I 
therefore, by the concurrenceof theGeneral, andNazeeb Khan,Syed Muckdoom A lly 
Khan, and Mahomed Ubraur Khan, and after a ftrong argument accepted a peace ; 
infifting upon reftoring Fort Vellum and Arny, but the Rajah never agreed to. 
reftore ^ n y ,  Vellutn, Coilad^,and Elangad; and hej^ded, that as long as the fort 
ofTanjore remain in his pofleflfon, he would notpart with them: I thereupon d ed a r ed f, 
partly with good words and partly by threats, that I  would fen d  an army immediatelyt 
to g i t  the Annacut broken down, and ruin his country, and never would agree to any 
terms o f peace more; this induced the Rajah to evacuate the diftriftsof Arny. A s to 
the Fort Vellum, the Rajah dud that he would never agree to have the Circar’s 
garrifon ftationed there, but that the fame might be demoliflied. Afterwards, thefe 
points being fettled, 1 demanded, byway of fecurity for the payment o f the Cir
car’s money and the prefent of the army, amounting in all to 32 Lacks and 50 thou- 
fand Rupees, befides the Pefl'icufh money, the delivery o f  the diftridt of Maya- 
varam, and a part o f the diftrift of Combaconum; which they difputed, and faid 
they would give an agreement to difcharge the Circar money, but never would 
deliver up the country; at laft however they agreed to it, and 1 received the Rajah’s 
Saned under his hand and feal to that purpofe, as the faid diftridts would produce 
16,25,000 Rupees 5 I will fend thither the Circar’s Amuldars to-morrow. Befides 
this, the Rajah has evacuated Marawar andNalcooty’s countries, as well as Armo- 
gam and Hanamantagoody ; but I hear that the.fort o f Armogam having been 
given by the Rajah to the Marawar’s adverfary, the Marawar now has retook the 
£ime i wherefore I fhall enquire into this matter from the Rajah, and acquaint you 
with it. The Kajah fent a m e f la g e ,  to give bills for two years’ Pefhcufb, and the 
intercft money upon Madras to be paid in ready fpecie ; I therefore intended, thac

t  This word not in the copy.
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after I obtain a paper o f confcnt for the fevcral articles propofed, and an obliga
tion as well as the Saneds for the diftrids, a copy of which comes enclofed, to get 
an agreement drawn on the part o f the Circar under my hand, promifing them to  
get the fame figned by you within fome days, and deliver the fame to the Tanjore 
Vackeels : but in the interim, Yafawvantrow, a trufty pcrfonof I'anjore, told me, 
that the jiajah hsrs wrote him to bring Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan along with 
him i ihe Rajah and Monajee have alfo wrote to me very much on this fubjcdt 5 
wherefore 1 fent Nazeeb A lly Khan and Syed Muckdoom A llyK hin  to the fort, and 
they paid a vifit to,rhe Rajah, who, as well as Monajee, was very civil to them ; and 
foon after they arrived in the fort, the firing from the fort ftopt, and a flag o f  

^ truce was hoifted j we were defired alfo to flop our firing, which I accordingly i-e- 
q u e f t c d  of the General, and the fame was complied with. The faid K h in s  re
turned to the Camp at eight o’clock in the night, but the Tanjore Vackeels re
mained in the fort, in order to get fatisfaftion ^ r  the Pefhcufl^ money, and to bring 
the guns, & c. effedts o f Marawar, wrhich the Rajah took from him. By God’s 
blefling, after I get all the effefts which were demanded as above, and poire& the 
diflridts of Mayavaram, and a part o f Combaconum diftrift, as well as Hana- 
mantagoody, I lhall move from this place, and then acquaint you with it.

It is out o f my power to inform you o f the obftinacy o f Marawar and Nalcooty ; 
neitHbr they fent any afliftance, nor came themlelves to me; notwithftanding th^y 
w rote me a letter that they w illpojfefs their own countries. It is talked that Marawar retook 
Armogam fo rt; I therefore intend to write to them the day after to-morrow, ac
quainting them, that, by the Alm ighty’s bleffing, the bufinefs o f the Circar is finiflhed 
without any perfon’s affiftance; and that as the camp will return towards Trichi- 
nopoly, they would have no bufinefs to come. I f  your Excellency is inclined to 
take poffcflion o f Ramanaut and N alcooty’s country, you cannot colle?t better 
troops than thefe at prefent •, you will therefore get an order from the Governor 
and Council, in the lame marjner as was granted refpedling Tanjore, and you on 
your part will inveft me with the nccrflary powers on the fubjedi ; in which cafe, 
through the bleffing o f God, I fliall take pofTefiion o f thefe two places in a very 
fhort time. I f  it be your opinion, the Governor may write to the General to 
aflift me, by bringing with him what number o f troops I may requeft o f him ; 
for there is no occafion o f fo many Europeans and Sardars, which in reality 
would increafe the expenfe ; and the Monfoon will be pafled before the camp is 
arrived in Trichinopo y, and the tents are repaired. I muft acquaint you, thar it 
will rake up ten or fifteen days for our camp to arrive at Trichinopoly ; becaufe 
it will K-quire two or three days to feize Mayavaram and the part o f the diftridl 
o f  Combaconum, as alfo two or three days to get the bills for Pefhcufli money, 
as well as getting the effefts o f Marawar i and likewise five or fix days to fcize 
Hanamantagoody. I will difpatch M r. Buddenis battalion in order to fcize Ha- 
namantagoody; this will meet with fome difficulty, for I imagine Marawar 
had poffefiTed the faid fort o f Arm ogam ; but I dare not to commit hoftilities 
without your orders, and without commencing a war the fort would not fall into 
our hands ; therefore 1 wiU o r d e r  C a p t a i n  Sudden, and the Circar's Ainuldars, to

g o
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go and only fcizc the countries in the Rajah’s poflefllon, until I receive your 
orders on the fubjeft. This I refer to you, to do as you may think proper; I 
think this will be a proper time for you to give orders to theCtrcar’s Amuldars 
to go and feize the Arny country. Befides tne agreement which I »ot from the 
Rajah in writing, I prevailed on him to give me a verbal prqmiie for the dif- 
char^e o f the intereft money o f the Pefhculh ; for he never would agree*to ^ivc 
a writing on that occafion : this being immaterial, I received only his prom ifc;

• I likewifc received his promife to have our /hot delivered.to our people.

T h e  circumftances o f the camp are as follow; viz. Four o f  the elephants be
longing to me have died through ficknel's, one o f which called Fatta Lafliear, 
there was not it’s equal in the Carnatick. In the fame manner 1 2 horfes belonging 
to  me, and 3000 of the Circar’s cattle, as well as Company’s and Merchants, have 
died through ficknefs. T he naufeous fmell arifing from thefaid elephants, & c. oc- 
cafions ji ficknefs to the people, and fonie are dying.

No. 19.

From Omdat-ul-Otnrah Bebauder to the Nabob., dated Stb^ and  r e c e iv ed  10/i
November 1771.

E V E N  after a peace is fettled, I told the General that the Tanjoreans ^ere 
deceitful; and it the Mourchas continued vndcmolifhed, they would give 
the goods agreed on as well as the money, according to agreement j but other- 
wife, they would give nothing. The General thinking my reprefentation true, 
continued the Mourchas undemolilhed; and in the mean time I negotiated ; and, 
by the Alm ighty's blefllng, got the Fort Vellum for the Circar, as likewife Coi- 
laddy Elangad, which they have delivered to the Circar. I fent for the 
Vackeels o f  Marawar, and after afking them concerning the goods thatwere taken 
from Marawar, fent Abdul Rahaman to the Rajah, who returned the fame to me. 
I  have received letters, which the Rajah has figned and fealed, direfted to the 
Braminies o f Arny and Marawar, concerning the reftoration o f  the diftrifls, 
and a fecurity for the intereft money of 77,000 Rupees ; as well as a paper con
taining a freih treaty, about reftoring the Fort Vellum, Coiladdy, and E - 
langad to the Circar. I have now by me the bills for 6 Lacks and 50,000 R u
pees, and the remaining money will be received to-morrow, when the M our
chas will be demolilhed. I acquaint your Excellency fairly and honeftly, that I 
have received nothing from the Tanjoreans, except the water which their ground 
afforded. A s I was indifpofed with a cough, 1 got this letter wrote out by the 
M oonlby’s hand, for which you will cxcufc me.

. N o. 20.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabob, dated x itb f and rece iv ed
i6 tb  November^ 17 7 1.

Y O U R  Fxccllency was pleafed to mention in your letter, that fince I left 
Tfichinopoly to g o  againft Tanjore, I difpatched only three letters tc you

I touching

8So Tapers communicalcd ly the N ahh, n h liv t  to the



touching the biifinefs ; that you arc greatly furprized at what occafioned me to be 
fo  dilatcTry. That at the time o f my afking leave to go againft Tanjore, I fpokc 
out feveral times in the Durbar, that in return to my former faults, I would exe
cute my Matter’s bufinefs in fuch a manner, that he may obtain fatisfaftion from 
fne. That at the time o f my taking leave, you pointed out fome methods for tak
ing the place j that notwithftanding all thefe your cxpreffions, you received ad
vices from different parts, that the fort was very near to be taken, but I con
cluded a peace ; that by this you obferve, that I forgot all your writings and fay- 
ings. That— what induced me to conclude fuch a fpeedy peace, notwithftanding tlie 
rains having cleared, and every thing was ready to take the fort. That though I 
made a peace, I Ihould have fettled a confiderable fum, and fliould have got Coi- 
laddy and Elangad reftored, as well as getting the Pefhcufhi money increafcd every 
year, in the fame manner as my deceafed Grandfather had done. That in anfwer 
to the letter you wrote to me, to keep Fort Vellum in our poflelTion 'till the 
money is paid as was agreed, I wrote to you to demolifli the fame. That the fmall 
fum of forfeit which I fettled without Coiladdy and Elangad is alfo not ready 
money ; that by this tranfadlion you find no profit, but exceflive lofs. T hat on ac
count o f the immenfe expenfe occafioned, you think it proper to lay all the 
charges o f this matter, as well as the advantages that can be reaped by it in this 
place to my charge i that I may manage it folely myfelf. And that when you 
confider all thefe points, you concluded that it proceeded through three reafons; 
namely, Imprimis, for want o f fenfe ; fecondly, maintaining great civility ; and, 
Jaftly, receiving a confiderable bribe: all which I obferve, and take the*liberty 
to refer you to the purport o f the following Perfian verfes, namely, “  You will 
excufe me, for I came up to beg your pardon ; .1 repaired myfelf up to your court 
black faccd (or with a pale countenance); caufe me to return wh'itefaced, (or 
with a chearful countenance) ; don’t let me return from your court dejefted and 
hopelefs.” I lately addrefled a letter to your Excellency, therein giving you the 
reafons o f my writing feldom to you, as well as the particulars o f the circum- 
ftances o f the peace. I boldly take the liberty to acquaint you, that with regard' 
to the three reafons you mentioned, two may be true, * as you allege ; thofe are, 
being fenfelefs, and receiving bribes.”  I muft acquaint you, that while I re- 
folved to give up my life in the affairs o f the Circar, could I for my own interefl: 
hurt my Mafter’s bufinefs ? However, 1 hope you will pardon me, according to 
the purport o f a verfe in the Moorilh language, which fays, "  I f  you try me by tFie 
“  laws am ruined but on the contrary, "  if you are favourably inclined, I am 
“  reftored.” You were pleafedto intimate to me, that I fhould ac^ ain t you with 
whatever anfwers I think proper to write to the General; let me inform you, th?,t 
lometime ago 1 addrefled a letter to your Excellency, acquainting you with thê  
particulars o f the General’s propofal, as well as the fixed extraordinary ikinandi 
e f  the Sardarc in the camp for the Enaum money in cafe o f a peace, and o f my 
anfwers to them ; acquainting them at the fame time that it was notin my powcp, 
but in that o f your Excellency i and thatl would demand from the Rajah, but i.C is the

* 'Tis an ironiciil expreHioH,
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Maftcr’s or your bufincfs to give oi not to give: I now alfo addrcfs this to you, 
tluit whatever you may think proper, tiie fume will be bcft. You wrote to me to 
fend the copies o f all your letters, after gening them wrote out by the Moonlhies ; 
but foon after you wrote me in another letter to lend the originals: although I regard 
your laft orders to be effcdive, yet I expcd to know your plealure again, and am 
ready to adl in whatever manner you may plcafe on this lubjefl. The Tanjore Rajah, 
according to his agreement, fent two guns of IVIarawar, and for want o f draft bullocks 
I kept them in the fame p lace; I intend to fend bullocks from Trichinopoly for 
the fame, but I wait to know your pleafure. Monajee came and jxud a vifit to me,, 
the General, and M ader-ul-M uik; and the next day we,matt;hed our army, and 
arrived on this fide V ellum : 1 was detained here this day, in order to fend forces to 
feize the countries belonging to the Marawar that were taken ^  the Rajah, and to 
fend forces likewife to feize Mayavaram, &c. as well as getting the elephants o f  
the Marawar from the Rajah : by the bleliing o f God I Qiall proceed to-morrow 
further. 1 lately acquainted you that I would fend Urflied Beg Khan to feize the 
countries o f M arawar; I now appointed Amanulla Khan to go with a party o f 
lo o o  horfe, together with Captain Budden, his battalion, and two guns o f  A le x 
ander’s, in all four battalions; I alfo, by the concurrence o f the General, appointed to 
fend a company o f topalTes to go along with them ; I likewife appointed Amuldars 
to fend in order to feize Mayavaram, &c. I will fend Mr. Goddard with his battalions 
to go  along with the faid Amuldars: all thefe arc ready to take their journey. I 
have now by me the bills for 11 Lacks of Rupees, out o f  which 8 I ,acks are oa 
account o f the Pelhculh and the j  remaining Lacks, given in ray name, I gave  
away to the Circar.

•  No. 21.

From Omdat-ul-Omrab Behauder to the Nabob, dated  1 5/^, and re ce iv ed  i Ztb
November y 1771.

T H IS  day, beinjg the n th  inftant, I together with the General arrived at: 
Trichinopoly. T his is a very good opportunity to punilh Marawar, & c. in your 
letter to me you advifed, that you would foon fend an anfwer for the above buiinefs. 
I hope, before you fend an order to march againft the Marawar, you will write a 
letter .:o the Rajah, to fend 2000 of his horfe and 5000 Sepoys for the Circar’s 
affirtance, and fend it to me, which I think will be to the intereft o f the Circar.

No. 22.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder to the Nabobs dated 17/-&, and received io:h
November, 1771..

Y O U R  Excellency was pleafed to advife me to lay provlfions in (lore at 
V ellu m ; 1 left‘about aooo gunnies of rice, which I had with me, in the faid place 
and on my arrival here 1 (poke to Mahomed Nazecb Khan, Syed Muckdooai A lly 
Khan, and Mader-uI-Mulk, about fending to the faid fort fuch quantity o f pro- 
vifions, as it may prove fu/ficienC for 12 months for about two thoufand people,

talked
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talked o f before; they immediately drew out a lift o f calculation, and gave orders to 
get Paddy, & c. ready: by the blefling o f God I (hall again put them in mind o f 
the fame, and fend Paddy, & c. to the iaid place. There are one battalion belonging 
to Alexander, and one company o f TopafTes, in the faid place ; befides which, there

• is a n o t h e r  battalion belonging-to the Company, under the command o f Mr. Cofby, 
who is a faithful friend to the Circar ; in Ihort, the fort of Vellum is ftrongly 
fortified.

You were pleafed to intimate, that my endeavours towards difpatching the affairs 
o f  the Ci' car, will be a means o f happinefs both in this and the other world ; and 
likewil'e to get a good name and reputation, by undertaking ap expedition againft the 
enemies, notwithftanding the Circar money may be expended on that account: all 
this was owing to your Excellency’s favour towards me, which hath exalted me to 
fuch adt-gree of honour. I f  you had employed any other fervant upon this bufinefsj 
it was impoflible for him to have difpatched it in a better manner than myfelf. I 
cannot make fuitable returns to all thele favours, excepting that I facrifice my life 
in the affairs o f the Circar, and ufe my endeavours towards the fuccefs o f the af
fairs, which you may be pleafed to intruft me with. You were pleafed alfo to in
timate, that in a fhort time an order will be fent to me to undertake an expedition 
againft Marawar, and that I ftiould be mindful to carry a large quantity of rice with 
me : I return my thanks, paying my humble compliments for the favour and 
honour thus ftiewn me •, 1 ftiall accordingly be mindful of your advice. It will be 
juft in your Excellency to think o f punilhing the faid Marawar, becaufe, notwith
ftanding your orders, and my letters fent to him lince my arrival at Trichinopoly, 
with a dcfign to march againft Tanjore, he never affifted our army: if  he had any 
Aich inclination, it was in his power to do it eafily : by his not affifting the Circar, the 
Tanjoreans thought themfclves under an obligation*to him, and rcftored the country 
which they took lately from him ; upon which iVIarawar, in his anfwer to them, 
cxpreflcd his thanks and gratitude to them.

N o , 2J.

From Omdat-ul-Omrah B ehaudtr to the N abffi, dated %tĥ  and r e c i iv ed  i p b  De-^
cembeTy 1771.

I H E R E W IT H  fend your Excellency a copy o f a letter which I fent to the 
Rajah o f 'I anjore, together with one that came from your Court, and the fame 
will be prefented to you.

C cjy o f  a L etter w ro te  to  th e Rajah o f ‘Tanjorey on the above date.

H IS  Excellency was pleafed to write you a letter in the ftrongeft terms, advifing 
you to keep 2000 Horfe and 5000 Sepoys, under the command of a brave man, in 
readincfs. By the bleffing o f b o d , I foall be employed from his Excellency’s Court 
upon a ccrtain expedition j wherefore 1  write this, to defire you will, agreeable to
• Hi&
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His Excellency’s exprefs orders, make ready the full number o f the faid Horfc and 
Sepoys with all poflible fpeed, becaufe our high and mighty flandard will be 
moved out in a Ihort time.

N o . 24.

h r  cm Omdat’ ul-Omrah Bebauder to the Nabob, dated id tb , and re ce iv ed  z o tb
December, 1771.

I U N D E R S T A N D  by what the Killcdar of Vellum and M r. Cofbv have wrote 
to me, that the Tanjoreans had ftridtly forbid their country people to fell any grain 
to our garrifon in the faid place ; as they could not get the grain there, the faid 
M r. Cofby has wrote to order the daily quantity, for the fubfiftence o f the people in 
the fort, to be delivered oiit o f the ftores of provifions laid in the faid fo rt; on this I 
wrote a letter to the Rajah o f Tanjore, copy of which I fend enclofcd to your E x 
cellency’s perufal.

No. 25.

Copy o f  a letter fr om  Omdat-ul~Omrah Bebauder to the Rajab ofTatyorCy da ted  16/A
December, I ' j’] I .

I U N D E R S T A N D  by what Captain Colby, and Mahomed Ackber, N aib in 
the fort o f Vellum, write to me, that your people, for thefe three or four daj^s, 
having placed guards round the (aid fort, are forbidding the rice, & c. to be carried 
to the Buzar ot the faid place; which occafioned a great fcarcity o f provifions in 
the Bu*ar, infomuch that the people in the fort undergo great hardfhips. In confi- 
deration of my letter, you ordered your people to punifli the Colleries, and remove 
the troubles on the road o f Vellum ; and you likewife ordered the grain to be fold to 
ihegarvifon of the faid fort; befides which, your Vackeels have entered into a firm 
agreement for all thefe particulars: fince it is fo, I am fully perfuaded that the 
above proceedings of your fervants muft have happened without your knowledge; 
however, you will now, out o f regard to your agreement, and to our friendlhip, 
ftridlly prevent your people from the above proceedings, ordering them at the fame 
time to fell rice, &c. provifions in the Buzar of Vellum , which will be a mean* 
to increafe the friend&ip between us.

Mader-ul-Mulk Letters to the Nabob, fr om  No. \ ,to  23.

N . B. N o. 18, 1 9 ,21 ,12 , and 23, arc the moft tnaterial.

No. I.

f r m  M ader-ul-M ulk to the Nabob, dated i p h ,  m d  rece iv ed  l y t b  Augufl, 1771.

I W R O T E  repeatedly to Sycd Muckdoom Ally Khan, about buying 
horfe-gram, ro the amount of ten thoufand Rupees, and to get ready boats and- 
balkets in a fufiicient manner ; apd have appointed Mahomed Syed as a Daroga 
upon that bufinefs, and fent him before m e: I alfo wrote to the Amuldar of Portq 

3  Novo
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Kovo jnd Chillum bnim , foon to fend boats from the Colcroon river, to the end that 
they may arrive at the fort to ferve for the army to crofs •, I have iikewife wrote to 
A lly Navaz Khan : by the bleffing of God, the boats and baikets will be procured 
fufficiently, fo as to enable the army foon to croft the river. I received yefterday 
Syed M u c k d o o m  Ally Khan’s anfwer to my letter ; acquainting me, that the rice, 
fait, &c. can be procured *, that it will be a very difficult matter to procure catcle 
and fheep ; that during the fiege o f Pondicherry, cattle and (heep have been fup- 
pUed from all the diftritts of Arcot, &c. and that orders fhould be now fent to the 
Talookdars o f Arcot, Arrialore, and Worriarpollam, about fupplying with cattle, 
provifions, and fliecp : I thought fit to acquaint you with what the faid Khan has 
wrote to me. On my arrival at Trichinopoly, whatever cattle andfiieep can be pro> 
cured from the Polligars’ dillri&s, as well as from the diftrifts of Trichinopoly, &c. 
I lhall not negledt to colledt them ; notwithftanding you will be pleafed to fend your 
orders to every one, that I may be fure of it. By the bleffing of God, and your power, 
the affairs o f the provifions will be difpatched in the beft manner. I fhall be dili
gent in getting the gunpowder ready as much as neceflary. I gave flridt orders 
that no body o f the Sepoys, Scc.ihall moleft the villages on this road, and am plac
ing two or three Sepoys in every village, with orders to remain in the fame 'till the 
army pafTed, fo that none of the country j>eople fhall receive any injury.

No. 2.

From Mader-ulrMulk to the Nabob, dated i%th, and received  2 ^ b  Augufi,

T H IS  day I arrived at Munfoor Pettah, and found the river is fwelled to 
that degree, that the people o f 60 years of age in this place declared, that they never 
faw fuch a flood in their life \ in fliort, it appears that there is one great fea, running 
from Moofary to the end of the Lalguddy country ; nobody can crofs i t : about three 
hundred creeks, occafioned by force of waters, are to be feenon the fidesof Colcroon and 
Cavery rivers, and about ten or twelve villages were drowned. In reality, there are 
three rivers at prefent which arc hard to crofs-, there will be about four boats, and 
twenty bafkets in both the rivers, and which arc under the care and management o f 
the Faringees. It was the intention o f Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudar to arrive in the 
fort this day any how, not minding whether the Sepoys crofs the river or not i but 
it was my opinion to decline going this day ; on the contrary, to fend half the num
ber of Sopoys to the other fide, and to appoint a man upon this bufinefs, with orders 
to remain on this fide ’ till the people of the army crofs the river, and then to go 
himfelf; and that afterwards we fliould pafs: this was approved by the faid 
Behaudei*. It was found a difficult, matter firll to go from Munfoor Pettah to the 
iides o f  Coleroon ; wherefore we have fent for fome bafkets from Colcroon, and 
fent four companies o f Sepoys, al:>ng with Lieutenant Alwan, to Fitchandar Covii, 
with orders to arrive there, and from thence to fend two companies to Seringham, 
and the other two companies to keep with him at the faid Pitchandar Covil ’till our 
arrival. Orders were delivered, in the Engli/h language, to Capt. Alexander, Capt.

10 Cole,
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Cole, with one company o f TopaflTes, Capt, Proos, and Capt. Goddard, concernin 
the crofling the river, that every one o f them may aft accordingly ; copies o f whicK 
are encloied in this letter; Capt. Alexander with two companies oif Sepoys remained, 
to go there after he fent away his things. In order to fettle the affair o f the boats 
and baflcets, fome trufty people were appointed. I have lent people, and fent 
for all the bafkets o f the grainfellers from Moofary, Totteyam, &c. and fome 
balkets are already brought, and ten or twelve more will be brought alfo this night; 
befides which, there are twenty ba/kcts ready in the Circar. By the blelTing o f 
God, the people o f the army will pafs in three days. I f  the troops with Colonel 
Butler fliould arrive in five or fix days, ’fis to be reckoned foon : I expert every 
minute the boats from Porto Novo, A rrialo re, and Devecotah ; and cannot exprefs 
the ufage we met with by the p ro p lea t Trichinopwly, for every thing both great 
and fmall lies under the power of the Farringces. 1 returned many thanks to God 
for my fafe arrival here, and am in firm hopes to arrive alfo fafe in Trichinopoly.
I prepared a daily letter, containing the accounts o f the occurrences, which I (hall 
fend you by and by, and the fame will inform you o f all matters. You will hear 
by ocher hands of the pains 1 have taken on the road, in keeping the Sepoys in 
good order and exercife. By the grace of God, I fliall prepare all accoutrements 
in Trichinopoly, like to thofe of the companies belonging to the Englifla, and fend- 
them foon to the army.

No. j .

From Mader-ttl-Mulk to the Nabob, dated 2 ijl, and r e ce iv ed  i%th Auguji,
•

I H A V E  addreffed a letter to your Excellency from Munfoor Pettah; 
after which, to this time, being three clays, I could not write to you, by reafon o f 
my being bu(y about crofTing the rivers Cavery and Colerooo. It is impoflible for 
me to exprefs the excenive fwelling of the above rivers; for the people talk, thaf 
fuch fwelling hath never been fcen within thefe fixty years. On account o f the creeks 
occafroned in the fides o f Coltroon, the waters coming from as far as Munfoor 
Pettah and Lalguddy run with equal rapidity. All the Filhaun crop was ruined, 
and feveral villages on the fides of the river were drowned; the people faw it with 
their owiieyes, and brought news, that fevcial fludes ofthe houfcs o f the inhabitants 
were forced away by the flood, and that feveral men and women were feen fitting 
on them •, the fame rapidity exifts to this day; 1 ordered the boat people foon to 
fend the boats, and to fave thofe people. 1 faw no poffibility of paflTing the army ’ till 
the water was abated; wherefore I and Omdat-ul-Om^ah embarked ourlelves in 
a boat on the 20th in the morning, and croflcd a ftream, which arofe by breaking 
thro’ the fides o f Coleroon, and the fame may be cfteenvrd like to a third river; 
and then, having pafied over Coleroon, ftopt a little while at the Choultry o f Am - 
mamondaff, on the other fide o f the Cavery; and then having embarked again, crofTed 
the Cavery, and arrived near the fort of Trichinopoly •, where we were met with by 
General Smith, Sycd Muckdoom Ally Khan,See. I then prcfcnted your compliments

to
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to the General, who was vaftly pleafed ; afterwards 1 went to the fepulchrc o f 
Natta Saib Saint, where I read the prayers of Phatta Jafeen, and then arrived 
in the fort on Tuefday, at 5 o’clock in the evening. By the confent o f Omdat- 
ul-Omrah Behauder, I fent Carimoody Khan to the fackeers and hermits re- 
fiding at the other fcpulchres o f the faints, to implore their prayers for your long life 
and happinefs ; as well as for a viftory to be gained, and lucccfs to be met with 
in your affairs according to your defire : he accordingly went, and implored their 
affiflance, o f which I think proper to acquaint you.

This morning I and Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchander went to the General, to whom we 
delivered your letter, as well as that from the Governor and Council, and explained 
the contents of them very fully in the Moors language; he was glad to hear them. 
1 beg leave to acquaint you o f the fubjcft of our difcourfe, which is ;— The General 
was pleajed to fay to the faid Behaudcr, that whatever bufintrfs is to be done, fhould 
be finiflied before the rainy weather •, and aflied him whether he will write a letter to the 
Tanjore Raj ah, or whether he brought hisVackeel along with him: T o which he anfwered, 
that he will certainly write a letter to him ; and that the Rajah’s Varkeels came along 
with him, but that they were detained at Munfoor Pettah,on account o f the fwelling of 
the river, and that they will come by and by. The General told me, that his gunpowder 
and bullocks remained on the other fide of the river, fo that I (hould get boats to bring 
them foon to this fide, or by the time Colonel Butler’s army may arrive : I anfwered, 
that the fwelling of the river continues in the fame force for thei’e fourteen days; 
that, by the blefTmg o f God, boats were fent for from Porto Novo, Chillumbrum, and 
Worriarpollam, and that they will foon arrive; and I added, that there became 
three rivers, including a ftream, occ-afioncd thro’ the creeks in the fides of Coleroon, 
which are difficult lo pafs ; fo that as there is one fingle river of Cavery, within the 
diftanceof 6 cofs to the weltward, near Moofary, all the boats fhall be fent there as 
foon as they arrive, to the end that the whole army with Colonf-l Butler, with 
ammunition, &c. together with the troops along with me, may eafily pafs; rhat the 
fame fhould be efJedled as foon as the water is abated, as it was then in it’ s heighth, 
infomuch, that even a large bamboo, that helps to fliove the boats, couKi not reach 
the ground ; and that on the decreafe of the water, the army 111311 crofs the river; 
which my advice was highly approved by the General and the faid Bciiauder, who 
wanted to write a letter to Mahomed Ubraur Khan, ordering him to arrive with his 
army at ̂ a ford o f Moofary ; but 1 told him, that Govinda Punt and an Engineer fJiall 
be lent i.’-ft to review the ford, and tell us to fend the army— then it will be better to 
lend. 1  he laid Behauder fent his fentiments to me in writing, but what occurred 
in my mind I took the liberty to ad vile you ; the faid Govinda Punt and Engineer 
were fent to review.the fo d of Moofary. I took one coiipany of the Sepoys from 
the General, out of whom fifty men were fent along with Mahomed Sycd, jn order to 
colledl the boats and balkets, and not to lulfer the Srpoys of the faid company to 
injure the boat people. I have before wrote from  Trevenalloor co the Aniuldars c f  
Chillumbrum, Worriarpollam, and Porto Novo, in order to lend boity, o f which [ 
gave you timely notice •, the i'aid boats are foon expedrd ; at prelent there are four 
buats, and fifty bafkets ut the Ciicar, together with tome other bafkets ot the inha.
.  ̂ biiatiti
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t>;tan s ready ; befides which, Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan gave orders to g<*t 
êacly four boats, and ninety balkcts, which they are aiaking ready : as ibon as ihe 

waters are abated in the river, the army will pals.

The General defircd me to fiipply him with beams, planks, and bamboo fticks, 
both largt and Imall, on account of the Mourcha«, according to a lift, copy of 
which comes cnclofcd ; 1 lent him word, th.it / (hall fupply him as much as I could. 
I find the General has no inclination to take the Teak planks. See. that are in the 
fort, on account of the Mourchas. Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan tells me, that when 
the General fpoke to him about thele things returned tor an aniwcr, lhat on his 
arrival near Tanjore, whatever may be nccclTary for the Mourchas can be procured 
at the fame place ; notwithftanding, lliould the General afk me tor the le a k  planks 
and beams that are in the fort, what anfwcr I ftiould make pleafc to advifc me.

This day the General, Capt. Horne, Capt. Kennedy, the Chief Gunner, fent 
Engineer Montrefor, with his Dubafli, defirmg me to deliver up the gunpowder lhat 
is in the m a.azine, that they may g a it  rc-made, to be kept ready to ferve uponoc* 
cafion. I underftand by what Syed Muckdoom Ally K hin tells me, that they had 
been with him three or four days ago, in order to fee the powder magazine; and that 
he then made an exaife, that the writer who kept i f s  account was gone to Sc- 
ringham, and that unlefs he came and opened the door, it could not be leerv. I did 
therefore tell them, that I will get the faid powder rc-made. Upon which they 
to^d me, that the Governor has wrote to the General to receive che laid powder and 
ge^jt re-made, and that your Excellency approved o f the fame •, I anfwerr;d, that 
1 k.ncwjuch difcourfe had paflTed in my prclence, but as he then had no occafion for 
th^ gunpowder, 1 will get it remade, and keep it j defiring him at the fame time 
to let me know, at that very inftant, what quantity o f |)Owder Ihould be n ecef- 

fary : the people were fent to bring an account of the powder barrels: what quan
tity of powder that may be found damaged, I gave orders to be re-m ade.

About fixry Coutique people from Trichmopoly fort were gone to the army. 
Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan has appointed Peer Mahomed’s brother as Cutw ill 
o f  the yuzai ; I Hiall keep him employed ’ till the arrival o f Darvafli Mahomed.

T h e  General has fent a Lieutenant, with his Dubalh, Ramah, to acquaint me 
-that bad fheep are fupplied, fo that I Ihould order the butchers to fupply with 
}2;ood ones. I anfwered them, that I fhall give ftridt orders to the butchers, who will 
fupply with goqd ones. Afterwards I fent for the head butcher, and ordered him to 
fell good fhecp in the Buzar; befides which I (hall fupply them with what has 
been ftipulated to be delivered every month. According to Syed Muckdoom A lly  
Khan’s letter, I wrote you fromTrevenelloor concerning the (heep, & c. and hope you 
u'iii be plealed t o  order the fheep, &c. to be fupplied likewife from the coimtry o f  
A rcot, WorriarpolJam, Arrialore, Chillumbrum, Verdachelum, See. b̂  caufe they 
arc very neceffary; what number o f fheep that can be colleaed in this country, I 
fhall never fa il: you will be pleafcd to ifTue out your orders to Rajah Becrbur, al’ias 
AtchenaPunt, & c.
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I addrefTed a letter to you concerning the Gunnies, upon which you wcreplearcd 
to order the faid Atchena Punt to get them and lend me •, I recjueft you will caui^ 
the faid G u n n i t s  to be loon fcnt. Ax the time o f my coming, I enquired inT re- 
vcnalloor and Veeramuny concerning the Gunnies, where they told ine, that the 
four pieces o f  Gunnies may be had for a Pagoda i but I aflced five, to which they 
agreed j I think fit to acquaint you with the fame.

T o  this day about twenty-four tents o f the meafure o f fix yards, with their 
hangings, and fevcn kitchen tents, were made ready ; I (hall get fome more to be 
made.

The G e n e r a l  fent me a l i f t  o f IVieep and cows for daily food of the Europeans, in 
the Englifh language, by his Duballi Virdah, a Perfian trandation o f which I feni 
encloft^ to y o u r  perufal.

I fliall fend you a lift o f rice, See. by and by, which they promile to give me, 
and as foon as they give it to me, it fliall be forwarded to your Court.

N o. 4.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nahoby dated i^tby and rece iv ed  z%tb Augufty 1771.

I H A D  the honour to receive your fctter, dated 17th inftanr, in anfwcr 
to that o f mine on the 23d ; wherein you were pleafed to dire£b me to inform you 

'w ith  the names of the deferters o f the Sepoys belonging to the battalions o f  Alex
ander and Captain Goddard, that you may fign their defertions in the ro ll; titat as 
there were a great many people to be got in Trichinopoly, I (hould fill up their va
cancy ; that I fliould procure fuch a number o f cattle from the country o f  the PolU- 
gars o f Trichinopoly, that it may prove fufficicnt to the confumption o f the Hat- 
men ; and that I fliould get ready fuch quantity of gunpowder as I may think ne- 
cclTary. I muft inform your Excellency, that the army is ftill on the other fide o f the 
rivers, and as foon as they crofs them, I fliall fully inform you o f the names o f the 
deferters, as well as a lift o f  the people that may be filled in their rooni, according 
to your diredlion. I lately advifed you that I advanced 2000 Rupees to the Chief 
of the butchers to procure cattle, and fent them towards the Pollams •, befides which 
1 advanc-d 1000 Rupees, through the means o f the Renter o f the Sawyer an 1 Cota- 
vally, that ihey may buy flieep o f  the merchants that bring their herds to be fold near 
the fo r t: though this money is a trifle, yet it was advanced to encourage to carry 
on the bufinefs : I fliall likewife advance Jiiore money freoiiently to purchafe Iheep 
and bring them. I fent orders 10 Marawar, Tondiman, Nalcooty, as well to the 
Zemindars of Manyparah, and all Renters and Amuldars o f Trichinopoly country, 
concerning the flieep, and to fend fupplies o f grain, drugs, horfe-gram, &c. Syed 
Muckdoom A lly  Kinun has hitherto procured horie-gram to the amount o f 200

JO H Rupees
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Ktipces, in confcquencc o f  your letters and fhofc o f minei w'hich is but a trifle to 
carry on the bufincfs ; wherefore I have been very Itridt in the articles o f the horfe- 
gram, and fcnt fums o f money to different places } notwithftanding I defire you 
will be pleafed to write to A lly  Navaz Khan to procure rhe horfe-gram, to the 
amount o f 2000 Rupees in his country, and fend it to Trichinopoly ; the faid letter 
may be fent hither to m e ; I have alfo fent for Gunnies, which are fcarce to be got, 
you will therefore be pleafed to order Rajah Beerbur to fend them from Arcot 
country. Some Gunny bags, tents, and kitchen tents arc ready, and more will be 
ready, as well as the boats and balkets to get the army to crofs the river ; this 
is what Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan has told m e ; I have appointed Mahomed 
Syed, & c . to remain on this fide. What I wrote to you about the fupply o f flieep 
from A rcot was for to carry on the bufindis with more e v e , but 1 ilaail not ne- 
g l e d  CO procure as many as can be got in thefe parts.

No. 5.

F rm  Mader-til-Mulk Behaudtr to the Nabob, dated z%th Augufi, and re ce iv ed
Septtmbcry 1771.

I L A T E L Y  advifed your Excellency o f my fettling the affairs o f  the 
boats and baikets, and of my appointing proper people with fomc Sepoys upon this 
bufinefs. When L found that the people of the army do not crofs foon, I enquired 
into the rcafon ; and it appeared tome, that the Faringces took all the baf».cts under 
their foie difpofal, and would not let any one pafs ; and they do not let even the 
fo k lie r s  to do the fame; on the coDtrary, they are getting over the other fide their 
tHing*, Pariar women, horfe-keepers, wives, nnd cattle. General Smith came to  
me more than once, and aixed me what fhould be done about the above proceed
ings o f the Faringees : I anfwered, that he had already fent the D.irogas, with the Se
poys, about fettling that bufinefs, of which he knows; notwjtiiftanding, a* his Fa
ringees are thus adting, it will be proper for litm to write a letter to Colonel Butler, 
not to fuffer any others excepting the Ibldicrs to pafs over: the General rrpiied, that 
it was highly necefTary to get over all the foldters and gunners; faying, that the- Se
poys, guns, carriages, and the things of the Faringees, may be got over by and by. 
I fpoke to him, that in order to fettle that matter, the officera in the Circar’s fervice 
were appointed ; and that all the boats and bafkets arc under their orders ; and I 
added, that whomfoever both he and the Colonel may fpeak to get over, the faid 
officers will let them pafs. The General was vaflly pleafed with it, and faid that it 
was a very proper method •, and added, that he only waited lor thegunners and fbldicrs 
as there were many guns in the camps; fo that, he faid, the guns along with Co- 
lotfrl Butler may arrive afterwards, as his chief aim is to get the Faringees foon to 
pafs by any means; telling me at the fanie time, that he will give the letter requcHed 
c f  him wjrfi great plcafurc. After I obtained the faid letter to Colonel Butler, 
agreeablt to tlie above purport, I fent Captain Colfon, Mr. Alvert, and Mr. Free
man, with direaion that Captain Colfon do proceed toMunfoor Pettah, and there 
take all the boats and balkets under his orders j and 1 fent word to Colonel Builcr

to
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to fend over all the Farijigees, and to keep Mr. Alvert on the fide o f Coleroon : I 
directed Mr. F r e e m a n  to remain on t h i s  fide o f  Cavery, and get as many Farin* 
gees as may a r r i v e  there Toon to pafs over. After thefe officers were fenr, I w e n t  

one day to fee, but could not find any one of the army to pafs the river ; I was 
therefore o b l i g e d  to t t l l  Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, to keep nimfelf in the ChouU 
r r y . o f C h i n t a n i a n y ,  tm the fide of Cavery, and what number of the boats andbafkets 
laden with the people may arrive there, loon to land them, and fend them to me ; a s  I 
was willing on my part to goto Seringham, and get the troops foon to pafs. I ac
c o r d i n g l y  embarked myfelf in a boat on Tuefday the 27th inftant In the morning, 
a r r i v e d  at S e r i n g h a m ,  and fettled the afF.irs of the boats and bafkets v I ordered r a f t s  

to be prepared In the two ftreams betv/een Seringham and Cavery for the ar^ny 
to pafs on ; every raft can carry two m en ; 1 ftaid a I the day at a  proper place by ’ 
the Cavery river, in order to get over the men j b u t  none o f  the people of the army 
came ihcre ; on  the contrary, the Faringec* ufed to fend over the people of no ufe.
1 did not get over any man, but ordered M r. Freeman not to let any body pafs, ex
cepting the F a i ingees, without my Chit. On my hearing o f rhe circumftanccs of 
the people's paffing tiirongh the vvaters between Munfoor Pettali and Coleroon, I 
thought it neccflary to go to Pitchandargoody and fettle that bufinefs. This day 
I arrived at ihefaid place, and found that nobody of the army came over this fide ;
I at that very inftant getting ready fifteen balkets and three boats, fent M r. Alvert 
with a letter to Colonel Buclqr, acquainting him, that I remained there purely to get 
the troops to pafs over the river, defiring Kim at the fame time to fend away all the 
Faringees of t ie  a to y  at firft, and foon, that I might tranfport them to the fort o f 
Trichmopoly. As boats and bafkets are kept ready for that purpofe, the Colonel,, 
on receipt q f my faid letter, fettled it fo that none but the foldiers and gunners fliall 
pafs ; he left Major Defplans in the army, and himf«;lf, with the whole body of the 
gunners, embarked in thebaflcets and came tome. I then (hewed him greft civi  ̂
lity, and inam'ediately got all the gunners to |»afs over the Coleroon, and from thence 
they c,ro(re,d the Cavery ulfo. By the Mcfling o f God, this day fcveral officers and 
gunners with their things pafled through the warrrs of Muufoor Pettah, Coleroon and 
Cavery rivers this night. I remainetl here at Pitchandargoody, with feven com
panies of Sepoys ol the battalion o f Captain Alexander; the Colonel is alfo with me.
I hope to get over the other fide all the Faringees, including fonic Sepoys, by to
morrow. The water is^now daily decrcafing, which is owing to the bWiing of 
God, and your good luck. 1 fent people with an offer o f an Enaum to fee and find 
out a ford in their river, v,'hich may be paffible, and hope to pafs the whole army in 
two or th^ee days, excepting great carriages and baggages. I fhall not be eafy be- 
fpre the army have eroded over tbe river ; altho’ there was a multiplicity of bufinefs in 
the fort relating to the provifions, &c. to be difp.itched, yet I thought it to be a nutrer 
o fthe firft conlcquence, arid am taking pains night and day ; you will foon hear the 
army is crolFed.

For iHcfe fevcn days the Faringees fent over the cattle and the people o f no ufe, 
anC they beat the boat pec «lc ; and tor wliich rcafon they wer-e difperfed : they made 
twotri^s in a \v,lj.ole a u j icft away fcvcral bafkets, and made their efcape when-
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e v e r  the bafkets floated alhorc •, the people at their pleafure j)ut their things !n them, 
and fent them as they plealeti, not minding the Darogas who arc appointed upon 
that bufincfs. By the blefiing o f God, all the boat people arc now with me i they 
don’t go any where v I am giving an Enaum for every trip o f a boat fix Rupees, and 
to <he bafltet three llupees cach trip.

No. 6.

From Mader-ul-Mulk Bebauder to the Nabol, dated Zth, and rece iv ed  i i t h  S ef timber^
1771.

I F O U N D  although the waters aredecreafed in the rivers, yet the people belong-* 
ing to the command o f Captain Matthews, Captain Alexander, Goddatd, &c. are 
crofTmg them flowly ; wherefore I and Mahomed Nazceb Khan went to Pitthandar- 
goody on the 7th : n o w  C a p t a i n  Matthews andRumley’s troops are croffing the rivers. 
I gave prefents to certain people,-and found out a ford in the river, where it is pai  ̂
fable ; by the blefllng of God, hcwfcs will alfo crofs the river this day j I fliali alfo 
ftay this day in this place, and get Captain Alexander’s battalion, as well as thofe o f 
Captain Goddard and Captain Budden, to crofs the rivers. To-morrow 1 lhall go to 
Trichinopoly, and lhall fupplyevery battalion with whatftores maybe necefl'ary j and 
after paying them to the end of Auguft, I lhall lend them to the camp. 1 have fup- 
plied Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder whatever (lores he wanted. You will know the 
particulars of ftores by my letter, which may be fent you hereafter; the faid Bc- 
hauder is at Seringham, and is endeavouring to get the army to crofs the river. T he 
river Cavery is alfo palTable ; the laddies and people’s things arc fending in balkets 
and b<»ts; the horfes are carried through the ford.

Mr. Cafamaijor requeftcd rice, fait, &c. which I delivered after I took his receipt, 
I advanced money to the people to ’purchafe flieep; they arc alfo gone to the My> 
foor country: I am alfo delivering 250 ftieep to the laringees for the cxpenfc o f 
the army.

No. 7.

From Mader-ul Mulk to the Nabob, dated i itb , and received  i^ fh  Septemher^ 1771.

I F IN D  by a paper which your Excellency was pleafed to fend me, that I Ihould 
procure 10 0 3  cattle on account ot the provifions: I, knowing the neceirity o f fuch 
fupply, thought o f procuring 4000 cattle, and fent to ditterent parts (o r  them. 
At prcfent, out o f the faid cattle, I delivered 1000 for thc expenfe o f one month, 
and fame Ihccp to aofwcr the expenfe of twenty days, to the Company’s people 
according to their requell j 1 alfo delivered 1000 cattle to the care o f Djrvafh 
M i ‘ omed, Cutwall in the camp, and am nowbuly to procure 2000 more. 1 wro e 
repeated orders to the Zemindars and Talookdars of different parrs on this fide 
about .ending large fupplies o f provilions, and hope to receive continual fupplies

from



from them. This day General Smith demanded an immedi;ite delivery o f pro- 
vifions for fixtcen days to the whole camp, lai'en on f . i/r thoufandbullocks, befides 
1000 b u l l o c k s  giv’cn before. By the b l e f f m g  of L j o d  1 have a fufficicnt quantity of 
rlcc; but to colleft 4000 bullocks at this very inftant is a thing inipofliblc: if  
the General gives me four days time, I can any how procurc 4 0 0 0  bullocks; how
ever I (hall p r o c u r e  more than 1000, and fend them laden with rice to the cam p ; 

befides which I fhall fend an hundred bullock-loads of rice, which may be equal to 
1000 bullock-loads, together with the rice laden on the elephants: the army 
halted this day on account o f the fame demand; wherefore I am fo bufy about 
procuring the provifions, according to the General’s demand, that I have no time 
to eat nor reft ; by the bleffing o f God the army will march to-morrow. T he 
ufual cuftom o f the Cutwall o f the army is this, that if  the provifions are brought 
from different parts to be fold in the Buzar, th ^ rice  o f them is not made known to 
us. T he Cutwall defires that the whole quantity o f provifions may be delivered 
out of the ftores in the fort ; thg General is fully convinced that 3 or 4000 bul
lock-loads can be procured from the fort. This day I acquainted the General 
with the circumftunces ot the bullocks, and told him to cnlift fome bullocks 
alfo himfelf ; to which he agreed, and was convinced that it is very hard or a great 
difficulty to procurc bullocks. I f  I had enlifted 4 or 5000 bullocks immediately 
on my arrival hither, it would never have occafioned fo great pain and trouble ; as 
your order was to enlift 1000 bullocks, I delayed. I think it necefl'ary at prefent 
to enlift the bullocks, accordingly as I have addreffcd ; night and day I am atten
tive upon this bufinefs. By reafon o f the fwelling o f the rivers, like which no
body has feen within this fixty or fcventy years paft, my whole attention Ras been 
employed, from the day o f my arrival in Trichinopoly, in getting the army, artil
lery, & c .  ftores o f the Company to crofs the rivers. The boutique peopie and 
bullocks o f the Merchants could not get time-to crofs the river; they are fpread 
towards Munfoor Pettah, & c. viliages. You were pleafed to order me to deliver 
what quantity o f grain the Company’s people may afk for, and moreover 1000 bul
locks j inftead o f 1000 1 delivered 2000 bullocks to the General-, I alfo delivered 
about 1000 bullock-load o f rice, befides fome carts, &c. as aforefaid : 1 (hall pro
cure more than 1000 bullocks, and lhall exert myfelf to the utmofl upon this 
bufinefs. If my time had not been employed in getting the army croffcd, and the 
General did not make fo large demand o f the bullocks, 1 would have fupplied 
him with provifions more than he defired. The General has now told me that 
he wanted 4000 bullock-loads ot provifions; and in order to collect which it 
will certainly require three or four days, I am afraid, and hope that the General 
will not be dilpleafed on that account.

N . B. A  note, dated the 16th o f September i77i> is fent cnclofed to theGoverpor*
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No. 8.

From M ader ttl-Mulk to the Nabob, dated z id , and rece iv ed  z^th Stpttmber, 1771,'

I H A D  the honour to receive two Ictfcrs from your Excellcncy, dated 
the 15th and 17th o f September, on the i8th and 20th o f the fame month. 
Y o u  were pleafcd to mention o f my ncgleft in fending fupplies o f  provifions, 
which you fay was proved before the Hatmen; direfting me at the (ame time to 
avoid the bad confequences that might arife byfuch negledt, and to fend repeated 
fupplies to the army t̂ill it may prove fufficient to prevent the complaints o f  
fcarcity. I took a great deal of pains in fending repeated fupplies, and in payings 
the battalions and troops, and likewife in advancing money to Nazeeb K liin, par
ticulars o f which I addrefled in my former letters; notwithftanding.if it is t a l W  
that my neglect is proved before your Servants and Hatmen, it muft be imputed 
to my bad luck: indeed I have taken a great d«»l o f pains in this affair: as it 
was the firft beginning o f the bufinefs, was the reafon that the fupplies from the 
out-coimtries were not arrived. I fuppofe the General has wrote to the Governor 
o f  it at the time o f the marching of the army, fince which I have fent repeated 
fupplies to the ram p ; I have alfo fent fupplies along with the battalions o f  
Alexander and Captain Budden, and likewife along with Nazeeb Kh&n i all which 
are arrived with the General. By tlie blelTmg o f G od I have ready fome bullocks 
o f  the Circar laden with provifions, as well as thofe brought by Merchants, 
from different places. I am writing to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, and to the 
G e n e ra l ,  for thrfe three days, about fending an efcort o f the Sep(iys, and likc- 
wife empty Gunny Bags» I have already enclofed to you a copy o f  my letter 
wrote to him yeflerday; and as foon as the efcort comes, I fhall fend away the 
prcvifions which arc ready. I have charged the Amuldars o f  our diftrids to 
fupply with 3000 bullocks according to proportion, and ordered the Merchants 
to go towards our diftrids and bring provifions. By the grace o f God, as the 
fort crf"Vellum is now conquered, we can receive great affiftancc about provifions,. 
and the Merchants from different parts will have free egrefs and regrefs^ fo that, 
I  fhall fupply the army with fych quantity of provifions, that it may remove the 
fcarcity, and give a room for people to talk of it’s plenty. After I perform 
my devotion to God, 1 have no other thoughts but to think o f  a method o f  
fending provifions to the army : agreeable to your advice, I am very bufy and. 
attentive upon this bufinefs: I have fent fomc proper people to the Zcmindar&. 
and Amuldars, to prefa them upon this bufmefs of the provifion».
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N o. 9.

From M aier-ul-M tdk to the Nabob, dated z^tby and received  xZth September^ 17 7 1.

I H  A D  the great hofJonr and fatisfaftion to rcceive yoiir two letters, 
which mentioned o f m y delay in fending addreffes to your Exccllcncy, containing 
fome kind verfes. I lately fent repeated letters in anfwer to your feveral favours, 
thereby advifing you o f the occurrences on this fide; by which 1 fuppofe yon are 
f u l l y  acquainted with my fending fupplies o f provifions to the cannp, and other 
circumftances, as I did not fail 10 fend you two or three letters every day. Can 
I negled or d e l a y  writing letters to you at rhisjundure, when Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
hauder is employed with an army upon j o  important an expedition ? * I cannot enjoy 
my reft if  1 feil in writing daily letters with an account o f rhe occurrences here. 
By the blelTing o f God I have 800 bullocks ready laden with rice j befides which 
I have filled 300 Gunny bags, which came from the camp ^̂ ith 300 bullocks, 
with rice; fo thnt in all 1100 bullock-loads o f provifions I fhall foon fend to 
the camp along with Captain Budden’s battalion. Some Merchants have brought 
7 or 800 ox-loads o f  provifions, which I kept here for want o f an efcort thefe 
fhall be alfo fent to the camp. This day I received General Smith’s letter in 
anfwer to the letters which I wrote to him, copy o f which comes enclofed,. 
which will inform you o f ray fending the provifions from hence. By the help o f 
God there is a good deal o f  provifion in the camp ; when the prefcnt fupply 
gets there it will incrcafe the quantity. N ow  the Merchants from different parts 
are in fome meafure got into a way o f going to and from the camp, o f which 
I thought fit to acquaint you.

%
Laft night I advifed you by a letter o f Mr. H ay’s demand o f the gunpowder, 

and o f  my being under the neceflity o f fupplying him with 3 or 400 barrels out 
o f  the Circar, confxlcring the prefent circumftances o f times. Now 1 muft in
form you that there is a great Icarcity o f gunpowder in the cam p ; M r. Hay is 
alfo fen(ling what powder is ready from hence : I, on my p?rt, lhall give 3 or 400 
barrels, as neceflity majr require, and will get the gunpowder m?de in room of 
what barrels fhall b e  laid o u t ; bqt i f  a fufficient quantity comes from Madras,  ̂
it will be very proper; which will not only ferve for fending to rhe army, but; 
for me to receive out o f  it in lieu o f what 1 bad given them : 1 am in hopes of 
the arriv?l o f the gunpowder from Madras, and o f receiving out o f it in lieu 
o f  what hath been given out o f  the C irca r; and fhall not negled in getting 
ready the gunpowder^ which wc arc making ready.

T his is the r4tK' September, 17 7 1, o f  the EngliJh ftyle; there are fix days 
more for that month to be complete, and then it will be highly necellary to pay 
about 8000 Pagodas on account o f the pay o f the four battalions, 4000 Pagodas 
on account o f  the Batta o f the faid battalions, 2000 Pagodas on account of the

* T he  words in Italicks arc pot in tke copy, •
Batta

Peace mcludtd vfithTanjore ini']'] I, A p p e n d i x .  No. X X IV. 895



Batt.i and pay o f the Faringccs, and 6000 Pa»oda<! on account ofMcfTrs. Matthews* 
and Rumley’s troop ; in all Pagodas 20,000. I laicJy advifed you fully o f the 
ruinous ftate o f the country of Trichinopoly, 1)V rca/bn o f the fwelling o f the 
rivers, which waflicd away the Corn, Valan and Caiir Crop, as well as the feeds 
which have been fow n; and in order to cultivate, and to get the Pifhawn crop 
ready, and to colledt the revenues thereof, it will take up five or fix months : it 
is a difficult matter to raife fo much money at jirefent. T he Circar army is to 
be employed upon an important expedition after the month is o u t ; if a delay is 
made to pay them^ it will be attended with very bad confequences ; then you will 
fay that I neglected to tell yoti of it before ; wliercfore 1 thought fit to advife you, 
hoping that you will be pleafed to aOill me with money to enable me to pay the 
Circar army, that I may pay to th e m ; and as foon as the colleftion o f the 
revenues begins, 1 fhall fend a bill to your Court, A fum o f 5000 Pagodas, 
being the remainder o f the 50,000 relating to Nazeeb Khan (an account o f the 
receipt o f which hath been fent you before) I fhall foon fend to the faid K h ^ .

N . B. T he Nabob has fent this letter to the Governor cnclofed in his note* 
dated the 28th September 1771.

N o. 10.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nabob, dated n^tb and received l^ th  Septemher^ 7̂ 7 *̂

I H A D  the honour and happinefs to rcceive your Excellency’s favour, 
dated the z id  inftant, this day at twelve o’clock in the forenoon. You were pleafed 
to mernion o f the fcarcity of provifinns in the camp, and  ̂o f my neglefl in 
fending them, notwithftanding repeated letters were fent tome* direfting m ; at 
the fame time to fend a fufficicnt quantity to the camp, and to mend the pafl 
neglect; and you added, that if 1 was unable to fupply them, to advife you 
foon, that you may arrive at Trichinopoly, anddifpatch that bufinefs ; all which 
I fully obferve. I muft beg leave to inform you, that after the army fharched 
towards Tanjore, I fent repeated fupplies of grain to the camp. I lately addrefTed 
a letter to you, cnclofing a copy of General Smith’s letter, acknowledging the 
receipt o f the fupplies fent from hence, and informing me of the fufficiency o f 
provifions in the camp, by which you will be fully acquainted with the matter; 
Defides which, yeflerday, being the 24th inftant, 1 fent to the camp 913 ox-loads 
o f  rice, & c. b e lo n g in g  to the Circar, together with 605 belonging to the M er
chants o f  different parts, in all 1518, filled with rice, &c. and with looofheep , 
alone with fix companies belonging to the battalion o f Captains Davis and . 
Buddrn, which I hope have arrived there by this time, and fo the provifions 
will be plenty in the camp. By the blefTmg of God fonw; more oxen arc col- 
lefled, and provifions were fent for from the neighbourhood ; fo that as foon as 
an efcort arrives from the camp for to carry the gunpowder, I fhall fend another 
fupply along with them : night and day 1 have no other bufinefs to mind but 
this i and unlefs 1 difpatch it I can’t find any relief in my eating and fleeping.

Agreeable^
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Agreeable to your direftions, I have lately paid to Nazeeb Khan, any how, the 
pay of the battalions, troops, & c. and flial foon fend him the remainder, being 
Pagodas 5000. You were pleafed to fignify your intention to come hitlier, in order 
to difpatch the bufinefs o f the provifions •, by the blefllng o f God, and your 
favour, it is no great m atter; I have difpatched that bufinefs already, and will 
continue to difpatch it in the beft manner I can; you may make yourfelf eafy 
about it. I f  your intention is to cooifi hither upon another bufinefs, it will 
be the uttnofl: of my dcfire, as well as that o f the people here, and I fliall think 
myfelf very happy to kifs your Excellency’s feet.

A Separate Note.

T H IS  day I received a letter from the General, wherein he acquaints me, that, 
by rhe blcffing o f God, the Circar army is arrived near the fort o f Tanjorej that 
tlie Mourchas will be foon ereiSed; that the Rajah o f Tanjore has already fortified 
his forts in the ftrongefl manner, by forming a glacis, and digging a deep ditch, 
& c. by the affiftance o f the Dutch workmen ; that he is ftill itrengthening it 
d a ily ; that he will, by the blefllng o f God, exert himfelf towards tlie reiluciion 
o f i t ; that 1 Ihould, on my parr, fend immediately 1000 Coolies to Collycotah, 
that they may bring neceffaries o f the Mourchas to the camp; and that i f  the 
rains fet in, (which God forbid !) it v/ill be attended with bad confequencc. 1  he 
faid letter rcached my hands about eight o’clock at n ig h t; and as it is a difficult 
matter to colleft 1 0 0 0  Coolies in one night, I intend to take two companies o f Se
poys from Captain Povery, and to fend them, with one company o f Sepoys that 
are with me without arms, to Collycotah along with Mahomed Syed, and to write 
to the Faringees at Collycotah to join one company out o f the two that arc 
there, which makes the number 400 men ; befides which I fliall colleft 3 ’or 400 
Coolies, and fend them to Collycotah this night. 1 have appointed Mahomed 
Syed upon this bufinefs, that he may immediately proceed to Collycotah, and 
fend the" flores o f the Mourchas foon to the camp ; I have likewife fent 
for the Coolies from Lalguddy, and*fhall fend the ftores o f the Mourchas to the 
army. I lately wrote to the Amuldar in the neighbourhood about fending fupplies 
o f Coolies and axe-men ; and as foon as they arrive, 1 fliall fend them alfo, with 
the llores o f the Mourchas, to the camp, o f which I thought fit to acquaint you.

* No. II.

From Madcr-uI~Mulk to the Nahb^ dated i^ lh  September, and received  \Ji O^obcry
1771.

•

W H E N  a lare fupply was fent the Gunny Bags were wanting; where- 
fore I procured Gunnies, Courchees, Veil-f, Covers of ihe Tent Walls, & c from 
the Circar as well as from the Banyans, and fent them to the camp under a pro
per efcort; and wrote to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, that whenever the faid fup
ply may arrive near, to fend out a proper party from the camp, confiding o f

10 T  horfcmen
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horfemen and Sepoys, to meet the fupply on the road, that it may be fafcly con* 
dudcd to the army.

89̂  Papers cemmunUated hy the Nahb, relative to the

No. iz .

From Ii,Iader~ul-Mulk to the Nal>el>, datt^ Sepiembert and received  ^d OSlohtr^
1771.

O N  the 27th inftant Captain Alexander’s battalion, with one thoufand 
hcrlc o f troop, and Sawyer from the camp, arrived here in order to carry the 
provifions. Laft night I difpatched to the camp one thoufand Gunnies tuil o f 
rice, & c. and three hundred Cooly-loads belonging to the Circar and Merchants^ 
together with two thoufand (heep of the Circar, along with the faiil battalion and 
horfemen ; but before thcTe fet our, I, according to the diredion of the General, 
fent five horfemen with a letter to him, advfing him to fend out two battalions to 
meet and conduft the faid fupply : when thofc horfemen marched not above four 
or five-cofs, they fiw fome wounded men ; on this they advanced a little further, 
and found that two thoufand horfe and five hundred C(,lleries o f the enemy, having 
extended their hands of plunder, killed a great many people ; upon which the 
horfemen rode up with full fpeed to Alexander, who was then advanced two 
cofs from the Golden Rock, and reported this news to him ; who forwarded the 
fame to me in the midnight by horfemen, afking my advice how to proceed : I 
then wrote to him to return, and halt under cover'o^ the walls o f ihe laid Golden 
Rock, which he accordingly did. 1 wrote all thefe circumftances to Omdat-ul- 
Omrah*Behauder and the General, defiring him to fend two battalions; and as 
foon as a proper efcort arrives from the camp, I fball fend the fupply ; of which 1  
thought fit to advife you.

Sincc writing the above I had the honour to receive your favour o f the 25th 
inftant, with one upon urgent bufinefs to Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder. As tl.c 
cnemy^s h .Tfcs are now fpread on the road, and lome ot the Hatmen’s letters, 
wiih thofe of mine, which the Hirors carried, have been lolHatcly, I did not 
think proper to forward the laid Bchauder’s letiers of importance at prefcnt. On 
the arrival of the proper efcort, I (hail fend Alexander's battalion along with ilic 
fupply, ai which time I fliall forward the faki letter. In future I hope you will be 
plcafcd to O der y o u r  leiiers, which may be wrote to the faid Behauder, to be 
made up inio Imall fixe, becaule there is a danger on the road.

Some people that were woun>’ed by the Tanjore horfetr.an are already arrived ’ 
here, and a great many moic are coming.

F rom '



N o. 13.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nabobs dated  30/i) September^ and received  ^th OStoher.,
1771 .

I H A D  the honour and happinefs to receive your Fxrellcncy’s favour, 
dated the 26th September, on the 29th o f the fame month. You were plealcd 
to fay, that as foon as you had received my letter, you wrote a note to the 
Governor, defiring him to fend a fupply o f gunpowder from Madras to the camp, 
conccrning which you will advife me by and by. Your fending the note to the

• Governor was very proper ; if you again remind the Governor, and a large quan
tity of tlu; powder is fent from thrnce to I ’richinopoly, it will be vaflly good ; be- 
caufe it will be very advifable and advantageous to the affairs at this juncture, for 
a fuHicicnt quantity ot powder and other flores o f war to be in readinefs. I lately 
adviled you o f Mr Hay’s demand o f the gunpowder, and of my intention to de
liver 3 or 400 barrels to him, as the neccffity o f the times required, befides 600 
barrels given him btfore \ but I have not yet delivered them, laying that the 
barrels are not rea;Jy : if he is again nectffitated to repeat his demsnd, I will 
then deliver them to him. You were plealcd to intimate, that I ftiould get ready 
double the quantity o f the gunpowder mentioned m your lift out of revenues 
o f Phafely 1181, confidering the neceflity of rhe fame, as in all likt lihood the ex- 
penfe of it will be a great deal. By the blefling o f God the making o f the gun
powder was begun fome time ago j but as you are now ple<ifed to order me to get 
more powder to be made, I fnall do it accordingly, in as I'peedy a manner as pofli- 
ble, that it may ferve upon occafion. If you be fo good as to wiite to Rajah 
Reerbur concerning a fupply ot brimflone, and lend the lame alfo from yoiitCourt, 
it will be better it this is fent, and the price of it made known to m e; I fliall fend 
the money from Tanjore. I can gf-t large quantity o f falt-petre in this place, but 
the biimrtone is fcarce to be g o t 1 fent money to the neighbouring places in or
der to buy the fume.

You were pleafed to advife me that Rajah Bcerbur fent a large quantify of pro- 
vifions from the Arcot country-, buc I mult acquaint you, that he did not lend- 
even a fingle bullock or a bag, excepting oae thoufand Gunnies, which he f<*nt 
before, and 1 acknowledged the receipt ot them. The perple of the neighbouihood 
have not yet fent any, notwithltandiiig ihe orders and letters fent both from your 
Exceilepcy'. Cburt and myfelf, lb th.it tht burthen o f the whole fupply o f provifions 
fell upon mylelf. IJy the help o f God I took a great deal of pains in procuring 

_ provifions, and fending for merchants, Grangers, from different parrs, wirh a pro- 
mi!e ot trcein'j; from cuftoms, and giving :hcrn turbands. I advilcJ you ycfterjay 
o f the enemy’s horfes on the road or Tanjoi e, and o f my recalling Alexande r's bat
talion, that was dt tnchcd with a fupply of provifions to the camp. 'J'liis day I 
rece.ved advice that the General has fent another battalion from the camf', under 
the Command of Colonel tlinr, according as I have wrote to him, in order to con. 
dud the faid provifions} wherefore 1 Icat this morning to the camp iio o G u n -

nics,.
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goo Papers communicated ly the 'Nahoh, relative to the
&c, with 900 CoolicV-lnad belonging to the Circar and Merchants, 
flieep belonging to the Circar, isiong with Alexander’s batt.ilion, and

nies o f rice, &c. 
as alfo 2000
1000 troop o f horfe and four coiiipanies of Sepoys; bcfides whicli 1000 Gunnies 
o f the merchants were alfo fent from Toovagoody to the c.unp j in all 2100 
Gunnies. Tw o battalions that were fent from the camp as above will join them 
on the road, fo that, by the help of God, the lupply will arrive ;ffnc in the army. I 
have and am flill gathering another lupply of rice and other proviiions; and as luon 
as an efcort is arrived from the camp, which is expeded in two or three days, I 
ihall fend away the iame. In fliorr, I took vail deal ol pains in the aflaiis o f  
the provifions, and think it needlcfs to rehearfe them to you ; 1 hope you have 
heard it from other hands. I am fpending niy iime night and day in fending fup- 
plies of provifions, and in collcfting money from the Amuldars o f the dilhifts, 
and in writing orders to the Zemindars, &c. for provifions, and in encouraging 
the merchants to come, as well as in fending for intelligence from diiFerent parrs, 
not regarding my reil or viduals. Now the- merchants begin to open their way ; 
the fiipplies which they have brought have been already fent two or three times to 
the camp along with thofe belonging to the Circar: there is a fufficiency of pro
vifions in the camp at prefent. Some merchants came and reprefented to me, that 
the Cutwall of the army buys rice of them at cheap rate, and is felling it dear in 
the camp and he alfo demands cuftom from thc.11; wherefore they faid that 
they cannot venture to go to the army in future : I am encouraging and fending 
for them at a vail: pains and trouble ; and if fuch people arc thus injured, how is 
it that they venture to come ?gain ?

Y o u  were pleafed to fay, that you have wrote to me before to take out one Lack o f 
Collums of Paddy out of the ftores in the fort of Trichinopoly, bccaufe o f the urgency 
on accoBnt o f the provifions, which you direft me to execute ; ordering me to fend 
for as much from the country in the room of it, and put it in the flores, and to take 
care to keep 3 Lacks of Cullums always ready m the (tores; 1 fiiall, agreeable to 
yonr orders, take the Paddy, when it may be wanted, out of the (lores, and endeavour 
to procure as much in the room of the fame. As I am alfo of opinion that the 
colledion, and to keep ready proviiions in the fort, will be the means o f ftrengthcn- 
ing the affairs of the fort, 1 fliall aft accordingly, '

You were pleafed to direft, that I (Bould deliver the two thoufand fheep that camc 
from Mad'ira towards the expenfe of the foldiers; from the day of my arrival here 
I am continually writing to Shaick Moheydeen Junnady about the fupplies o f pro
vifions, and he is writing in anfwer that he will fend them ; but 1 have not yet 
received either a fingle fheep or a gunncy of grain from him. He has wrote fallely 
to your Excellency; 1 am apt to think his letter informed you o f his intention to fend 
Iheep from Madura in four days, and upon that fuppofition you were pleafed to inti
mate that I have received them. Let me beg leave to remark, that your letter reached 
my hands in three days : the letter which the faid Junnady addrefTed to you muft 
have been of 7 days old to this day j if  he had really fent the fheep, they muft have 
been arrived by this time : however I have now wrote to him, foon to fend the 
fheep according to his agreement j and as foon as they arrive, I fhall put them in the 
cjcpcnfe account of the foldiery according to your orders.

 ̂ No. 14.



N o. 14.

From Mader-ulMuUk to the Nabobs dated ^th, and received 14 / i ORobery 1 7 7 1 .

O N  the 8th inftant, at nine o’clock in the morning, news was brought, that one 
battalion o f the Sepoys is arrived from camp at Toovagoody, in order to bring 
provifions, which I hope will arrive here this day ; by the bleffing of God, I (hall 
fend 6000 (heep, and 2000 ox-loads o f provifions to the army, along with the faid 
battalion, o f which I thought fit to advife you.

No. 15.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nabob, dated 2 ij i ,  and received ly tb  OSlober,
1 7 7 1 .

T H IS  day I have difpatched 974 Gunny bags full o f rice, laden upon oxen 
which arrived from the camp, and likewife upon the oxen belonging to this 
place, as per lift enclofed, thro’ the meansTif Capt. Povery •, o f which I thought fit 
to advife you.

'f ia c t  eoncluded with Tanjore in 1771. A p p e n d i x .  N o. XXIV. 901

Note enclofed.

HIS morning I have difpatched to the camp 974 bags o f rice, laden upon 
; befides which, I fent in the forenoon 174, in all 1 148, as per feparatc lift en-

T H IS  morning 
oxen '  
clofed.

No. t6.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nabob, dated 2"]thy and received  ^oth 0 Bober,
1771.

•

I H A D  the honour to receive your Excellency’s two letters, dated the 19th 
inftant; on the 21ft, two more letters, which you were pleafed to fend to Omdat-ul- 
Omrah Bchauder, enclofed in my letters, were forwarded to the army along with 

efcort: whenever an anfwer may arrive from thence, I {hall fend it to you. 
Yi^u were pleafed to fay, that I fhould fupply with one thoufand barrels o f gun- 

. powder, at two different times, to the General; that five hundred barrels were Tent 
fiom Madras to him ; and that I fhould deliver five hundred barrels more to the 
fi^d General, thro’ the means of Mr. Hay, the Company’s Paymafter; and to keep 
as many barrels ready to deliver him, whenever you may be pleafed to fend an 
order to that purpole : all which I obferved, and beg leave to inform you, that I 

, delivered the General about fix hundred barrels of powder, by your orders, at the 
time of the marching o f the army j afterwards, when Mr. Hay demanded a fecond
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time of me, I acquainted you o f the fame by a letter, dated the 24th o f September 
lart ; and to!d you, that in confideration of his demand, Ilhall be under the neceflity o f 
delivering him four or five hundred barrels of powder \ but as he did not bring the 
empty barrelj, I could not give him the gunpowder: afterwards he brought 
the barrels, and demanded the powder of me; I then delivered him about three 
hundred and twenty-nine barrels of powder, on Itis agreeing to return tlie Circar 
barrels, as foon as the gunpowder is brought from Madras: fo that what was deliver
ed to the General amounted to nine hundred and twenty-nine barrels. Your E x 
cellency muft be fenfibleof the quantity of the gunpowder in the Circar magazine,, 
by lifts that have been fen t to you before; notwithftanding you order me to deliver 
five hundred barrels o f powder at prefent, and to keep as many ready, in all one 
thoufand barrels ; is it poflible for me to deliver fo many barrels ? however, I anx 
bufy, and getting more gunpowder to be made.

Y ou  were pleafed to advife me to take great care, and exert myfelf in fending large 
fupplies of provifions; that as Caur crop will be gathered this month, I Ihould fill up 
the ftores, in lieu o f what hath been expended already out of them ; that repeated 
fupplies (hould be fent to the army; and rhat as foon as Sumbahcrop begins, I fliould 
fell the Caur Paddy out of the ftores. I muft remark to your Excellency, that it is 
two months fince the army was employed upon the Tanjore expedition ; confidcr 
from whence the army hath been fupplied all that while ; m fhort, the whole fupply 
to the camp has fallen upon myfelf. By the blefljng of God, and your favour, I 
have fent repeated fupplies to the army, infomuch that the grain is very plenty 
there. As Omdat-ul Omrah Bchauder himfdf was gone to the camp, I took and 
am taking an exttaordinary care for to fend continual fupplies of provifions*

•

No. 17.

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the 'Nabob, dated 2%th Oiiober, and receiv ed  \fi N ovember,
1771.

T H IS  evening Captain Povery received a letter from General Smith, acquainting 
him o f the conclufion of peace with the Rajah of Tanjore, and o f Oindat-ul-Omrah 
Bchauder’s figning to the treaty; upon which 21 guns were fired upon the orca- 
fion. Icould not yet learn the particulars of the treaty, nor have I received any letter 
from the faid Bchauder ; if I learn any thing hereafter, I fhall advife you. By the 
blefllng o f God, if the forts of Vellum, Coiladdy, Elangad, &c. are cleaned, and 
money is received agreeable to your pleafure, it will be beft. W ith regard to the 
fending provifions, I exerted myfelf to that degree, that it caufed a plenty o f  them 
in the camp, infomuch that the Faringees never fpoke a word of fcarcity. The Cir- 
car’s people, from the time o f their entrance in the country to this day, never tied a 
Toranam to any o f the diftrifts; if they had done that, we could have got other 
fums, btfides the money agreed on, to be paid on account o f the peace, and received 
affiftance with regard to the provifions; but all fupplies o f  provifions, &c. were 
fent from this placc from ihc beginning of the expedition, o f which I thought fit 
to advife you.

/rom
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N o. 18.

F nm  Mader-ul-Mulk to the Naboby dated ^otb October^ and received  i f t  N ovember,
177 1.

I H A D  the honeur to rcccive your Excellency’s favour, dated the 27th inftant, 
at II o’clock in the forenoon, together with one dircfted to Omdat-ul-Omrah 
Behauder this morning at nine o’clock. Mr. Alvert brought the faid Behauder’a 
letters, dated the 29th, this morning at 7 o’clock, which I have forwarded to you. 
I have juft now fent your above letter to the faid Behauder, with one from 
m yfelf; and whenever an anfw«r may arrive, it (hall be immediately forwarded to 
you..

Note enchfed^

SIN CE  writing the above. Captain Povery came to me with a letter from 
the General to him,, which he read before m e t h e  fame was expreflive o f  the 
higheft difpleafure i. purporting,, that the Sardars in the army were not fatisfied 
with this peace that he the Gerteral would never take the field any more ; that what 
had been done had been ill done*, that his reputation was loft j and. that the 
Tanjoreans in all likelihood would not pay even the fmall fum ftipulated in the 
treaty : fuch are the contents o f the above letter. Be fo good as to tear this paper 
after reading it. I f  you order rae,,I will fend you both the original and a copy o f the 
General’s faid letter*

a

N o. ig .

From Mader-ul-Mulk to the Nabob, dated 20th OSiober at nighty and received  ^d
November, 1771.

O N  the 29th inftant I fent Rahaman Ally Khan with Tondiman’s troops to the 
army, and delivered about 955 bags o f rice and horfe-gram,. together with 3000 
Iheep, to Captain Povery, and touk his re c c jp ta n d  then lent the fame through 
his means,, along with the Sepoys o f the battalion, to the camp, according to the 
lift cnck><cj. By the bieifing o f God,, the fort of Tanjofe being very much dif- 
Ireflfcd, the walls thereof were battered down greatly by the continual fire ; and 
that fear and confufwn took placc in the hearts o f the befieged to that degree,

. that if the firing had continued in the fame manner for a few days longer, the 
fw t luuft hav« k ti : notwithftanding which I fuppofe a peace was concludctl, upon 
condition o f the delivery o f the fort of VeUum, Elangad, Coiladdy, Colkrputty, 

and our keeping pofleflion of certain diftrifts ’till two years, or untJl the ino- 
ney is coliedkd under the Circar’s management, and afterwards to deliver them 

Let me beg leave to acquaint your Excellency, that when the Rajah’s Utc 
and houfc were at a ftake, he would have given up the fort of Vellum, C^)iladdy, 

^Elangad, & g. o f his own accord j but it was not done io. The collcdion of
i  fo
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fo large a force ofixrred a very favourable opportunity, and the Faringee Sardars 
were nighly aftonilhed on hearing o f the above peace. I f  the peace had been 
concluded upon the condition o f  keepiog the fort o f Vellum, CoiUddy, Kiangad, 
& r. under the power o f the Circar, and receiving a proper fum, as well as an 
agreement from the Tanjore Rajah, importing, that he fhould.keep a fixed num
ber o f  troops in his fervice, and enlifl: no more, it would h4ve given good ap
pearance j perhaps it might have been poflible to do it now, as certain diftriftj 
are to be taken under our charge, to remain only ’till the money agreed on is col- 
ledled j it will be of no lofs to him, as he did not pay any money out o f  his tfea- 
fury : after two years, his above diftrids will be returned to him j and as he is now 
acquainted with the manner of the European war, he will accordingly think o f 
difpatching his bufinefs in future, or perhaps fortify the fort o f Tanjore and Vel
lum in the ftrongeft manner, and raife troubles as may be requifite; at which 
time it will be impoffible to punifh him, even with double the force we have col- 
lefted at prefent: however 1 was not acquainted with your will and plAfure, but 
am only employed to fend fupplies of grain, & c. to the army, which, by the help 
o f God, and yourpower, was]difpatched with due fuccefs; and fufficient fupplies were 
fent to the army, infomuch that they were perfedlly eafy about it : I am ftill bufy 
about the fame bufinefs. I have a c q u a i n t e d  you o f the fentimcnts that occurred 
to my mind, and hope you will excufe my prefumption ; as it is the duty o f all 
thofe that arc attached to your intereft to wifh for the benefit o f the Circar by all 
means, I thought fit to addrefs myfelf to you as aforefaid.

l i f t  of tie Vroviftons taken out of the Store in the Fort of Trichinopoly, and fent, under 
the Qire of Meer Ifmael Daroga, £jff. to the employed upon the Expedition of 

T̂anjore, through the means of Serjeant Smith, of the Battalion of Captain Foverŷ  
Commander of the Fort of ‘Trichinopoly, dated lith Odtober, 1771*

Taken out of the (lores o f provifions in the fort o f Trkhinopoly, and
loaded upon oxen belonging to the Circar and Govendamoodily - 6 17  bags

What came from Chillumbrum, wliich alfo belongs to the Circar - - 200 ditto

817 ba£ 3
N o . 20.

From Mader-ul-Malk to the Nabob, dated d̂, and received (>tb November, 1771.

I H A D  the honour to receive a letter written in your own hand, dated the 
31ft ultimo, this morning; together with one direded to Omdat-ul-Omrah Be- 
bauder, advifing him not to make a peace: your writing to the faid Behauder as 
above was very juft and proper. By the bleffing o f God, and your power, the fore 
o f Tanjore was very much diftreficd ; if neceflity required to conclude a peace, evea 
in that cafe we fhould by no means deliver back the fort o f Vellum. W e  muli 
take Coiladdy, Elangad, &c. countries of Trichinopoly, o f  which I acquainted 
you three or four days ago. I f  you be plealcd alfo to write to the faid Behauder 
iipon this fubject, it will be very proper, confidering the prefent times. Agree

able'
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«ble to your direftions, I have forwarded your faid letter to the faid Bchauder, to
gether with one from myfdf» along with the efcort to the army j and as foon as 
I receive an anfwer, it lhall be fent to you.

N o. 21. '

From Madet'-ul-Mulk to the Nabob, dated Sih, and received  i ith  November^ 1771.

A T  the time o f tny fetting out from Trichinipoly, which was In the night o f the 
4th inftant, to the camp, in order to vifit Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchauder, I addrefTed 
a letter to your Excellency, which I hope has been prefented to yoik I arrived in 
the army on the 5 th inftant, at 1 1 o’clock in the forenoon, and had the pleafure o f 
feeing the faid Bchauder and General Smith. I underftood before by the General’s 
letter, that by the fire from our batteries the fort was very near taken, and that the 
fame was prevented by the faid Behauder’s making a peace; but here 1 find the 
contrary, as well from what I learn from the faid Behauder, Muckdoom A lly  Khan, 
Mahomed Nazeeb Khan, Mahomed Ubraur K h ^ , and others, as from the ftatc 
and fituation o f  things here.

In company with the faid Bchauder and the General, I went to Ice the walls o f  
thefort, and found about 30 yards o f the wall o f the faufle-braye broke down, and the 
ftones lying there in broken pieces the breach however was not prafticable, and 
ihe fort wall was very little broke down, the rubblfli therefrom being about a man’s 
heighth. W hen the General came to fee me the 5th inftant at night, he aflcedOm
dat-ul-Omrah Bchauder what orders he had received from your ^ c e lle n c y ; O m 
dat-ul-Omrah anfwered, “  T hat you had wrote to him, i f  poflible, not to make a  
p e a c e a d d in g  ar the fame time, “  T hat he had told him the l^me thiftg very 
often. On this I told the General, that your Excellency had placed all reliance on 
him refpefting the taking o f the fort o f Tanjore ; and accordingly I found by his 
letters to the officers in Trichinopoly, that the fort would have been taken, had noc 
the conclufion o f the peace prevented the fame. T o  this Omdat-ul-Omrah Be
hauder anfwered, “  That he had fpoke a great deal to the General about taking the 
fort, and that it was in confcquence both o f the General’s informing him, that he 
could not tell whether the fort would be taken, but that he would endeavour to 
do it” , and the fetting-in o f the rains together, which had obliged him 
to make peace. T he General on hearing this was filent; at which time
Captain Horne was prefent. The General afked rne whether I had fee n  

his letters ? I told him yes ; he then faid, “  T hat he had not wrote, he would take 
the fort, but that he would endeavour to do it” ; adding, “  But this is the rainy 
feafon : I replied, ■“  T hat he had wrote to the Governor, he would take the fort in 
<'afe o f rain or no rain to which the General faid, “  I'hat what he hat! wrote to 
his Honour was, that he would take it in cafe o f little rain, but not in cafe o f  a 
good deal” . Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, in the General’s pj-e/'encej related tom e 
'cvery thing he had fpoke to the General about taking the fm t bef(ire my coming j 
afrer which the General returned home. The next morning the faid Behauder icnt 
fo r  Syeci Muckdoom A lly Khan, and Mahomed Nazeeb Klian, and told them

10 X  what
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what had pafled the preceding n ight; d i r e f t i n g  me nt the fame time to write 
your Excdlency o f what I had feen and heard, and likewife to tell the fame to the 
faid people; wherefore I took the libcrt)  ̂ to addrefs the above particulars to you.

Note enchfed.

T H IS  day Omdat-ul Omrah Behauder told me that I fhould fend Amuldars to 
take poflefTion o f Coiladdy and Elangad, according to youi  ̂ li^xceliency’s or
ders; he told me alfo to colleft twelve months provifions in the fort o f Vellum , 
and to write fo you for twelve thoufand Rupees to fortify thef faid fort, and to de
liver that fum to the Engineer; I wait for your orders upon this !fubje£l.

No. 22.

Frcm  M adcr ul-Mtilky to the Nabob, dated 2 itb  a t nighty and rece iv ed  xzih
Novmber., 1771.

A T  the time o f my departure from Trichinopoly, I addrefled a letter to your 
E xcellency, fince which had the happinefs to receive two letters, enclofing two 
directed toOmdat-ul-Omrali Behauder; I have delivered the two letters to him, to 
which he will fend an anfwer to-day. On my arrival in the camp, I explained all 
matters to the faid Behauder, and told him ftrongly, that your will and pleafurp 
were to take the forts of Vellum, Elangad, and Coiladdy; in fliort, I fpokc 
to him repeatedly to the utmoft of my power, that if he does not execute the 
above bufinefs, your Exccllency will not be well pleafed: to which his anfwer was, 
“  Thkt he addreffed a letter to you, and expefted an anfwer to i t I  replied, “  That 
fince he had wrote to your Excellency what was neceflary, it would be to no. pur- 
pofe to expe£t to hear again from you; and that i f  it was poflible to take the fort, 
he muft do it; otherwife, in cafe of a pcace, he fliould by no means give up the 
forts o f Vellum, Coiladdy, and Elangad. Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, &G. 
told me, that before the peace they had ufed their utmoft ervdeavours to, keep the 
fort o f Vellum, but the Rajah would not agree to it, and ftill continued in the fan:>c 
rcfolution : I told him in anfwer to remember the Proverb, which fays, “  That 
“  i f  one infifts upon another man’s life, he will be glad to agree to fufFer the pains 
“  o f agony than to part with i t f o  that, 1 told them, “  Since the Rajah’s own 
houfe was at a ftake, he will undoubtedly be willing to give up tl»e faid fort. As 
the faid Behauder had lately fixed his feal to the Agreement Paper, he was he- 
fjtating a little upon i t ; I then told him, “  That he muft not look upon his agree
ment, but that he Ihould by all means be mindful 10 preferve your Exccllcncy’s 
pleafure " and I added, “ T hat if  that article was not inferted in the treaty,, it was no 
“  matter, but now fome frefh demands may be fpecified and obtained.” On tlus 
Omdat ul-Omrah Behauder aikedme what he fliould then do ? Whether he flaoujd 
renew the war ? and then faid, “  That he would recommence the f i r i n g 1 replied, 
“  W hy fo ? firft fend for thcT aryoreVackeels, and fend by them yourdcmands in writ
ing for the ccfljonof the forts o f Vellum , Coiladdy,. and Elangad to the Circar ; 
and tell the Vackecls, that i f  thofe demands are complied with by the evening, the

peace
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peace wHl remain confirmed, and the army will decamp; if  not, that they fhould in
form him of it foon, when he would recommence the firing” ; Thus 1 told him by 
various ways and means. At length Mahomed Nazetb Kha n told the faid Behauder, 
that as he could not then anfwer or overcome my queft'ions, it is unknown what 
queftions there will be put in your Excellency’s prtfence in future for him to an
fwer. A tlafth e fentYafawvantrow, lU booR ow , Sambajee, Ifmael Ally Khan, and 
^eer Mahomed, with a lift o f demands to the fort, on the 5th inftant at n ight; by 
h e  blefllng o f God, and your good luck, they accordingly returned with a Saned 

on the 6th, at 3 o’clock in the afternoon, for the delivering o f the Forts of Vellum,
' ^oiladdy and Elangad ; fo that the Mourchas were taken oiF this day, and the bufi- 

nV(s was finillied this day, fomewhat more or lefs, agreeable to your pleafure. Your 
Excellen(^ is very fenfible o f the agreement made before; and now, on the Rajah’s 
agreeing to our frefh demands as above, the faid Behauder was vaftly pleafed with 
me, and faid, “  That this bufinefs was done through my endeavours I anfwercd 
him, “  That as your Excellency will now be pleafed with him, it will bean infinite 
fatisfa<5lion to me.” It is to be remarked, that the Tanjore Vuckcels argued with 
me very much, at the time o f their carrying our demands; faying, “  That the treaty 
was already given under our feal, it was not proper to advance frelh. demands” . I 
then told, “  That as an order arrived from your Excellency’s G jurt, they fhould bj'’ 
“  all means preferve your pleafure ifnot, I told him, “  the war will be renewed.” 
I'his day the faid Vackeels told me privately, in the name of the Rajah,, that he will 
makemeaprcfent of oneLack o f Rupees. 1 communicated the fame immediately to the 
faid Behauder, and defired him to put it in the Circar’s account, which was accord
ingly done. To-morrow Monajee will come to vifit us. This day the Sardars o f  
Marawar and Nalcooty, that arrived with an army, came to pay a vifit to tlve 
faid Behauder, who, myfelf, Nazeeb Khan, & c. were fitting upon chairs. *1 mull 
obferve to your Excellency, that the prefent peace is a thoufand times better than 
what has been heretofore made. I f  any beneficial afî air relating to the Circar is dif- 
patched through our endeavours, and by the endeavours o f thofe that arc attached 
to your intereil, it will be to their advantage and benefit.

^  •

No. 23.

iroOT Mader-uUMulk to the Nabob, dated avd rece iv ed  t€ th  November at
night, 17 71.

I SU PPO SE that your ExcelTenry is fully acquainted with the particulars o f  the 
peace made wirh the Rajah o f Tan;ore. By the copies o f the feveral papers and 

 ̂ writing’s which have pafTed between us, induced by the confideration of the cretfit
• of theCr.'^ar’s affairs mffering, and it’s coniequenee, to wir, your difpleafurc agair>it 

Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, both v'hich 1 could not bear ; I went from hence to 
the army, and acquainted'the faid Behaucfer very fully, and in the bcft m.'in^'r, of 
what occurred to me thereon. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  hy the blefTing o f  God, o n  nargtrfiat ii^ , 
.ind talkinga little roundly to the Vackeels, the fnrt of Velhim, which ir  had before 
been agreed to reftore, is now to rennain in the poiremon of the Circar. T he whole 
matter has been fettled, fotriewhat more or'lefs, agreeable to your ple.afure, juft aŝ  I 

. lokJ Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder would be the cafe. Your Exccllcnc)*'s kiter, exjjref-
iing
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f in g  your difplcafure at the former peace, has been received. By God’s blefllng, fuch 
a large army o f Indians and Faringees, with artillery, & c. ftores o f war, have been 
employed upon this expedition, that the fort and the people there were diftreffed to 
that degree, by the I'evcrity of the liege and the continual cannonading, that what
ever might have been demanded ot them then could with cafe have been ob
tained, and would have been confented to on their parts without excufe or delay : but 
the negotiation has not been conducted on a uniform plan ; however, what is done, is 
well done. The army has marched from thence, and arrived within eight Cofs o f 
Trichinopoly. 1  on account o f the affairs o f the Circar, took leave o f Omdat- 

•ul-Omrah Bchauder, and arrived at Trichinopoly on the 13th inftant, at rhre'- 
o’clock in the afternoon ; to-morrow or next day the army will alfo arrive. I f.nt 
fuch plenty o f provifions borii grain and fheep, & c. to the army, that if it hw! remained 
more than a mont h in the fame place,there would have been a iutficient fupply for the 
whole army, confiding of about two or three Lacks of people. W hen the army 
moved from the plains o f Tanjore, feveral thoufand Gunnies full o f provifions 
lay in the faid plains for want of cattle to bring them away •, this I fnw with my own 

■eyes ; it was very difficult even to convoy them to the fort o f Vellum, which is 
.one Cofs from the faid plain ; at length the faid provifions were carried by feveral 
trips to the faid fort, and kept there; befides which, there were fome provifions 
ready in the faid fort. I in order to preferve them which belong to the Circar 
from being damaged, gave orders to be fo ld : we (hall fee what will happen in 
future.

P . S. I f  the rice is kept in one place it will foon be damaged, but the Paddy will 
;not bg fpoiled^ what lay in ftore at,Vellum is ricc. A  letter which laddrefled when 
in the camp comes enclofed.

Nazeeb Khan's Letters to the N ahh, from  No* i to 10,

N . B. N o. 5, 7 and 10, are the moft material.

No. I.

From Nazeeb Khdn to the Nabobs dated Sth, and received  n t h  September, 1771.

M A D E R -U L -M U L K , in order to get the Circar’s army acrofs the river, ar
rived at nbout two o f the pahar in Pitchandy C ovil; Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder is 
at Seringham, and I Hay along with Mader-ul-Mulk. T he regiments o f Captains 
Matthews and Rumley are coming over from yefterday. T he Circar’s battalion 
will crofs the gutter o f  Munfoor Pettah this day, and arrive at Pitchand Covily : the 
water in the faid gutter is the depth o f  a man’s breaft in fome places, and in others 
to their necks; the river Coleroon is much after the fame manner, but that o f 
Cavery River is fomewhat lefs. He is getting the people and ftores over the river 
kCokroon, and the gutter o f Munfoor Pettah, in boats and balkcts, and the horfes he

I endeavours
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•endeavours to wade over in the lhalloweft parts of the river; he likewlfe, by prefents 
to the boat people, induced them to find a way in the faid gutter and river for 
eafjly wading over, and afterwards caufed Bamboos to be erefted as marks, in 
order to afcertain the way. By the blefling of God, the whole army will comc 
over the river within the fpace o f two days, and arrive at Trichinopoly.

No. 2.

From Nazeeb Kh&n to the Nabobs dated  lo/i’, and received  18  ̂ OBober 1771.

V l  A D D R E SSE D  a letter to your Excellency, at nine o’clock this morning, 
•^concerning my arrival at Trichinopoly with the Circar’s army, together with 

2,500 cattle belonging to the Company ; four companies o f the Company’s Sepoys, 
and feven of the Circar’s, of Captain Davis’s battalion, with 1000 cattle, are arrived 
at thrs place alfo for provifions i I fliall in conjundtion with them march from this 
place. Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder has gathered flieep and cattle, a fufficiency for 
one month’s fupply for foldiers, as well as rice, &c. w'hich 1 believe he will meafure 
out to-morrow, and deliver to the Sardar o f the Englifh. I hope you are acquaint
ed with the circumftances of the army, by the repeated accounts given to you. I now 
alfo take the liberty to inform you, that on the 8th inllant, Sambajee and Baboo 
Row, from Tanjore, arrived in the camp; but as 1 left the camp on the 8th at night, 
I am not acquainted with the particulars o f the negotiation o f the faid Vackeels, 
who after arrived in the camp. 1 have been with Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, 
but he did not let me know any particulars o f their arrival; had I been one day- 
more in the place, I would have made myfelf acquainted, and inforngied you 
w'ith the particulars. A  certain perfon tells me that a difagreement fubfifts 
between Colonel Rofs and a Sardar of the gunners, and the General alfo 
complains about this matter -, neither the wall nor battery of the fort were 
broke down during my ftay in the camp, and the fort had not ceafed it’s fire. 
Laft night the faid Colonel was wounded in the Mourcha, which was ercdted 
fo -near the ditch, that i f  ftones are thrown the fame would fall into i t ; and 
there is no water in the ditch on the fide o f the fort, called Collycotah, towards which 
a Mourcha is eredled ; Collycotah is not inhabited. There is a Tank called Seva- 
ganga; the people within the fort drink the water o f the faid Tank ; the Hiells are 
fired againft the faid fort, (fuppofed to be upon the Scvaganga Fort)^ The fame 
night that Colonel Rofs received his wound, the people from the fort came out againil 
the Mourcha juft at the time when it rained, and the fmall arms were fired from 
the Mourcha fora confiderable time. It being night time, I could not Jearn the

• particulars o f the damage fuftained by the faid people ; they arc fighting with great 
intrepidity to all appearance. God grant the fort o f Tanjore may be foon  
conquered ! but it does not come into my thoughts, that the fam e will fall into 
our pofle/Tjon within ten or fifteen days. I'heCircar rice that comes to the camp is 
■divided among the people belonging to the Englifli, as per General Smith’s ch it ; as

10 Y  iJ:e
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the merd'Ofits cannot freely fe ll their rice, there attends a difficulty for the poor people to g et  
the fame. There is not a fufficicncy o f water to be got upon the fpot where the 
army lay at; if  a good rain falls, the water can be got without difficulty. Tondi- 
man's people who are in the camp, received 3000 Pagodas from the Circar out o f 
their Batta ’ till, the time I fet o u t; his Vackefi is daily complaining about riiis 
matter: the General ordered them to command the Mourcha crefted towards the 
Durga o f Mecr Mahomed Saib. The General is very much contcnfcd with Omdat- 
iil-Omrah Bchauder, who on his part thinks it a matter o f the firft confequence to 
pleafe the General in every refped.

N o. 3.

From Nazeeb Khdn to the Nabob, dated i~jth, and received z^th O£lobcr, 1 7 7 1 .

O M D A T -U L -O M R A H  BEHAUDER having prepared anfwers yefterday 
evening, gave leave to the Vackeels; but in the interim news was brought that 
Yafawvantrow, Syed Ifmael Khan, and Syed Peer, were arrived near the Mourcha; 
wherefore the faid Vackeels declined going yefterday-night. T he General did not 
fend for the laid Row, &c. to the camp, it being night tim e; they came this 
morning to the camp, and paid a viiit to Omdat-ul-Omrah. Monajee defired 
very much to fend Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, but Omdat-ul-Omrah declined  ̂
it, not thinking it advifable. This day a fmart fire was carried on from our 
Mourcha, and the fame will be continued hereafter likewife, as a new battery is 
already erefted in a very Itrong manner. Omdat-ul-Omrah tells me that M r. 
Matthews is now at the diftance of 10 Cofs from this place, and has gathered up 
cattle, & c. by a plunder.

No. 4..

From f^azeeb Khdn to the Nabob, dated 2 i f l  O£lober,

T H E  Tanjore Vackeels, along with Muckdoom A lly  Khan’s Son and Relation,, 
with the Rajah’s and Monajee’s letters, concerning their empowering the Vackeels 
to get the affair fettled, arrived here yefterday to Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchauder,. 
who was defired to incline favourably towards the fettling o f the affair. H e nego
tiated with the Vackeels, who I fuppofe will go again to. Tanjore, and return to
morrow : they rcquefted very much to ceale the fire from our Mourcha, but 
OiT'dat-ul-Omrah told them, that as foon as the affair is fettled, the war will be 
ceafed on the fame day. I muft acquaint your Excellency, that had the army 
undertook this afl̂ air two months fooner, the bufinefs would have been cairied on 
in a proper m aner: although our Mourcha kept a fire every day, yet the walls 
o f the fort are not broke down, as it was requifite : the Engiifh Sardars take 
great trouble upon this bufinefs night and day. It is faid that from the dav that 
Monajee was reflored to his management, the Sepoys in general were greatly en
couraged. By the blefllng o f God the rice, &c. fell in the Buzar without much 
difficulty, and there is no complaint about ic at prefcnt as was before.

From

510 Tapencomnunicatedhy the Nalol, relative to the



No. 5.

From Nazeeb Khdn to the Nabob, dated 24-th, and received OBober, 1771.

SO M E time ago I addreflcd feveral letters by the Tappy, which I fiippofe have 
come to your perufal. The Vackeels, & c. having negotiated their bufinefs, re- 
urned from this place-, and they, meaning Sambajcc, Baboo Row, and Yafawvant- 
rw , together with Syed Muckdoom A lly Khan’s Son and Relation, arrived again on 

, rueiday, being the 21ft inftant, and brought with them the agreement paper, (a 
draught of which was delivered to them by us) after wrote out fair in the fame 

^^inner, and got it figncd and fealed by the Rajah o f Tanjore; who agreed to all 
^ n t s  mentioned in a paper of confent that was delivered here by the Vackeels, 
excepting only one, which is, that the Circar might have the Arny Jaghire in 
the room o f the Marawar’s D illrids, which may be delivered to the Rajah. On 
this, Omdat-ul-Omrah being difpleafed with the Vackeels, told them, that as they 
did not ftand to their agreement, the affair would not be fettled ; fo that he con
tinued all this day in the above negotiation ; and afterwards if was fettled, that the 
Jaghire of Arny fliould likewife be given to the Circar. W ith regard to the two years’ 
Pedicufh with intereft, as well as the expenfes o f the expedition, and prefents to the 
army, as per lill enclofed, it was determined, that the Pcfhcufli money with the interefl: 
money Ibould bejpaid in ready fpecie, and the expenfes o f the expedition, Src. fhoukl 
be dilcharged within the fpace o f two years, or ending Phafcly 1182;  fo that the 
country of 16 Lacks o f Rupees fliould be pawned’till the above money was fully- 
paid. The Vackeels will go to-morrow morning to bring the Rajah’s writing fealed 
and figned upon the fame purport. They agreed to deliver up the Fort of Vellum,. 
Coiladdy, Elangad, & c. Villages of Tavaloor. I make no doubt but th|? faid 
Vackeels, according to their promife, will bring the Rajah’s writing, with his 
feal and fign, to-morrow ev<;ning or the day after.

The Mourcha is advanced very near the ditch. By night and day there is kept an 
inceffant fire from the cannon as well as Uiiallarms. The quantity o f mud tht'y have 
ilaced around the ditch, obftrufts the Ihot from penetrating the walls o f the f'aufil-- 
5rayc; wherefore they are digging out the fame. T he wall o f the great fort and Ibm  ̂

batteries are already broke down, notwithftanding they arc continually firing their 
guns, & c. from the fort. The EnglifliSnrdars’ intentions are, that as loon as thewalls 
o f the fort and faufle-braye are properly demolilhed, to aflauit the fort. On the fide 
of t!ie Mourcha there is a little water in the ditch, but it is very deep: it îs faid alfo, 
that the people within the fort have repaired their fide walls and battery walls, &c. 
which are broke down, in a very ftrong maiuier, they having all afTeniblcd there.
A negotiation of peace is on the carpet, and a probabiruy likewife of conquering 
the fo rt; judging from circumflances, it ajipears to me that the fettling rhe alliiir is 
very near at hand ; but the rcduc l̂ion of the fort will require a long time : God 
only knows the event. From the 21ft, beginning at two o’clock, to rhi.s day even
ing, there t̂ -as an inceflant rain, notwithftanding which the people from our 
Mourcha continued fighting as ufual. Captams Matthews and Rumley with their 
force arrived in the camp yefterday i they did not bring with them any cattle, ike.

but
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b jt  it is faid that they brought only feven horfes This night Omdat-ul-Omrah 
ordered me to fend the horren:icn along with the Company’s people that go to 
bring provilions to Vellum, which I fhall do accordingly. I have paid one month’s 
wages and Batta to the Faringees’ people and Sepoys; and as to Mr, Davis’s bat- 
tailion, the afTignmcnt o f their pay is made over at Trichinopoly; he is gone 
thither with his battalion: if  the Muttafeddics at Trichinopoly pay their wages, it is 
w e ll; if not, a method mud be taken to pay rhem in this place. As Captain M at
thews, See. arrived yefterday, I defircd Omdat-ul-Omrah to fend for the accounts 
o f the wages of their people, as the money is ready in my hand ; as foon as they 
lend their accounts I will pay the money. Omdat-ul-Omrah ordered the Mutta
feddics of Bakfhegury to pay the wages of fixty Rupees per month to Syed P iaje '^  
Mahomed, beginning the 28th inftant. I wait to know your pleafure concernii'ig 
it, to mark the horfes with Circar’s Chop as ufuaL

'N o. 6.

Fnm Nazeeb Kkdn to the Nabob, dated z^th, and rece iv ed  ^oth OSloher, 177T.

L A S T  night I addrcffed a letter to your Excellency concerning the occurences 
in this placc, which will £ome to your pcrufal. This day Sambajee and Baboo Row, 
together with Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan’s Relation, went to Tanjore, and the faid 
Khan’s Son and Yafawvantrow are in the camp. Laft night Captain Matthews, &c. 
with their troops, giving out as if they were going to Vellum, fet out at three 
o’clock in the afternoon, and flayed ’ till morning beyond the Mourcha (which is 
reckoned half a Cofs diftance from the camp) and then returned to the camp ; I could 
not learn fully what may be the reafon o'f it. Guns are fired from the morning 
againff the walls o f the faulFe-braye, and it’s wall is demoliflied. The war is not put 
a Hop to, by reafon o f the Vackeeh pafling and repaffing; but on the contrary a fmart 
fire is continued for thefe three days, and the guns as well as fmall arms arc fired 
likewife from the fort, which caufes great damage to our people in the Mourcha. 
A s the Engliih Sardars are fincerely attached to the bufinefs, the Almighty God 
m ay grant i'uccefs in the affair according to our hearts defire. We had no rain laft 
night, but the weather is cloudy. Captain Davis’s battalion, which went to bring 
provifions, is not yet returned ; it is faid every minute that the fame are arrived at 
V ellum . Boiled rice fells in the Buzar at eight Seers per Rupee, but no horfe- 
gram is to be g o t ; the Colleries belonging to Tondiman, who bring in fmall quan
tities, fell privately at feven or eight Seers per Rupee.

No. 7,

F r m  Nazech Khan to the Nabob, dated iZth, and received p j i  Oilober, 1771.

O N  the 26th inftant at night I addrefied a letter to your Excellency, giving 
you a full account o f the occurrences here, which I hope will reach you. I now 
-■take the liberty to inform you, that the Vackeels who went on the faid night to the 
ibrt, returned to Omdat-ul-Omrah at three Pahar of the fame night; and in the 
inorning, being the 27th, Omdat-ul-Omrah acquainted mc  ̂ that he told the

I Vackeels
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Vackeels of declining to give up the fort o f Vellum, which he promifed before; liut 
they anfwc-ed, if that was his intention, he fliould n'>t fuficr the Circar’s garrifon 
to bf placed ill it, but the lame Ihould be dcmolifhcd •, to which Omdat-ul-Omrah 
feid he had agreed, and that a Cowle mufl be granted by the Circar for that pur- 
pole. I anf'.v’ered him, that - he had before fettled matters in fome manner 
with thel'e people, and had ftopt hoftiHcics,,and then re-commenced them on 
account of this very fo r t; if  thoughts o f peace therefore had again occurred, he 
"iould confidcr well o f the matter, negotiate and fettle every point which had.. 

,'caped him at the firft adjuftment of affairs, and talk and ^rgue the matter 
^/vith the General thoroughly : fo that hereafter the Europeans might not have it 

i» any manner in their power to caft the following reflexion, ihat tbty i^ould have 
taiten the place., but were prevented by tb: conclufion o f peace\ and that all this licing 
done, he Ihould then make peace. T o  this Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder replied, 
that he had nothing ipore to talk with the Tanjore Vackeelsj that he had queftioned 
the General about this bufincfs; that the General’s anfwer was, he had done his 
utmoll therein, and would llorai the fort in two or three days, but that theluccefs 
thereof depended upon Providence. That on hearing this, he, Omdat-ul-Omrah, had 
told the General, “  But fup >ofing (which God forbnj!) it fhould not be fucceftful,.

then it would not be poflible to conclude a peace on th« creditable and honour- 
“  able terms now offered however, if he would promife to take the fort in a fhort 
time, he, Omdat-ul-Omrah, would not make peace. That the General’s reply tO' 
this was, ”  The rainy feafon, as you know, is near at hand •, no one can tell when 

jhe fort will be taken; the making o f peace therefore appears tome proper ; it is 
“  "beft therefore to make peace.”  On hearing all this I told Omdat-ul-Omrah, that 
fince he and the General were o f opinion that the making o f peace was proper, I 
had no objeflion. Accordingly the faid Omdat-ul-Omrah, at twelve o’clock in the 
forenoon, drew out a treaty o f fri^ndfhip under his own feal, engaging therein in a' 
{hort tim'e to procure a treaty to the lame purport under your Excellency’s feal, and 
on delivery thereof to receive back his own. After drawing out of this treaty, he 
defired m tand Syed Muckdoom Ally Kh&n to carry it, together with his letters, in 
company with theVackceh, and to deliver them to the Rajah; on this I endeavoured 
all 1 could toexcufe myfelf from this commifllon, faying that I was not fufficiently 
qualified for fuch negotiation, but it was to no purpofe j. at length I was obliged 
to obey his orders, for I, Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan, arxi the General’s Dubafh, 
went in company with the Vackeels to the fort. W e rirft paid a vifit to 
Monajee and the Dobbeer, who fliewed us great honour and refpefton account of 
the Circar ; we tHfcourled two or three Gurrahs with them. They told us that the 
improper proceedings ot the Rajah were oWing to tlie inftigations of certain f en fd e fs  
peo[)le that were firmly attached to your intereft, and that the Rajah will never do 
any thing as long as he lives againft the pleafure o f the Circar; I and Syed 
Muckdoom Ally Kh&n made them proper aniwers. Afterwards we were conduded 
to the place where the Rajah ufed to be, and two or three minutes after theliajai’i 
camc there, and enquired after Omdat-ul-Orarah Behauder’s health at £rft •, and 
then he defired us to tell him, that no man was his patron at your Excellency’s 
Court, and that he tberefore hoped he will beftow favours on him ; to which we 
seturned a proper anfwer. .A t ihe time of our taking.kave they prefentcd me two

la  Z  pieccs
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picccs of gold cloth, one turband, one fafh, and one Keemcab, and they gave the 
iame to Syed Muckdoom Ally Khan; they allb gave to the General’s Diibafh one 
turband, one Patty of Hyderabad, and one Safli o f G uzerat: and upon nur 
receiving thefe, we came again to the place where Monajeefat, who importuned us 
very much to ftay with him that night; but as we had no bufinefs we excufed 
ourlislves: upon which they faid, that the vifluals was ready, which we fhould 
eat and g o : we complied with their requeft; fat out toward^ the clofc of the 
evening and returned to the army, and informed Onidat-ul Orhrah Behauder pt 
every particular i,hat pafled there. The firing both guns and fmall arms ceafcd di7  
both fides from four o’clock yeflerday evening; the guns and the people ftilL^ 
remain in the Mourcha in the fame manner. I heard nothing upon n n a i n r ^ , 
cither fromOmdat-ul-Omtah Behauder, or from any other creditable prople j Uit 
there are reports raifed by people, that the peace which was made yefterday will 
not be preferved on this fide: however, if any thing happens hereafter I (hall 
advife you. Monajee agreed to pay the two years'Pefbcufh, with the inrereft, in 
four days, beginning this day. Yefterday morning Captain Rumley received 
the fum o f 2409 Star Pagodas, and loocafh, concerning the wages, &c. o f his 
nt-ople, after delivering the accounts and receipt under his ftral and fign j Capr. 
Matthews has not yet received his money I paid him (fuppofed to be the faid 
Captain Rumley) by the knowledge of the faid Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder.

No. 8.

From Nazeeb Khan to the Nabob, dtited ^th, and received  Sth November, 1771.

Y O p R  Excellency’s letter of the 31ft ultimo, dircdted to O.ndat-ul-Omrah 
Behauder, is rtccived, and he was greatly perplexed at the perufal o f it's par
ticular pafl'agcs; and of courfe be co^tdered from  morning 'till ten o'clock in the nyiht 
in  order to break the peace', he likewife confiilted vv;th the General about ir. The 
Mourchas arc ftill continued undemolifhed, but the war has ccafed this week paft; 
and by the concurrence of the General, either one thing or the other will be 
fettled by to-morrow: as foon as I am acquainted, fliall advife yDu of ir. Raza 
iVlly Khan, who went to Tan^ore to negotiate alx>vit Rlangad and Coiladdy, 
converfed with them in a proper manner. Yafawvantrow, together with the Vackeels, 
and with the jewels belonging to tlie Marawar, returned rhis everfing j Omdat-ul- 
Omrah, after examining the faid jewels that were brought to him, delivered the 
fame again to them. There was an agreement of paying eight Lacks of Rupees, 
being ofi account o f two years’ Peflicufh, with the intereft thereof, as well as three 
Lacks, a part o f the fum o f  fix  Lacks of Rupees, l>eing on account o f a Nazir to 
Onidat-ul-Omrah, in ready Ipecie •, but they brought bills for the fum o f fix Lacks 
and 50,000 Rupees, (being a part o f the above fum) payable in 45 days : it was 
fettled that rhe remaining fum fhould be paid on Monday j but the Vackeels 
reprefentcd that the Mourchas (bould be demolifhed, and march out to-morrow, and 
ihat five days after which they will pay it at Trichinopoly. As Omdat-ul-Omrah’s 
intcution was upon another fcheme, he was filent, not giving them any anfwer.

a No. 9. From
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No. 9.

 ̂ From Kazeeb Khan to the Nabobs dated 6th November, 177T.

T H IS  (lay your Excxllency’s favour direded to Omdat-ul-Omrah Beluuder, in 
anfwer to his letter wrote to you concerning the particulars o f the peace, was i cccivcd, 
ind he was immediately relieved o f the uiicafinels at the perufal o f the contents 
heicof; he h a v i n g  m e t  vvith the General, converted again with him, keeping him- 

felf harmlefs. H e fent for Yafawvantrow, & c. this evening, and gave orders to them 
^ ^ t o  bring bills for the remaining fum, as well as the paper for the diftricls of Coiiaddy 

a V  tlangad •, the faid Row, &c. promifed to bring bills for the faid fum the d..y 
aftfer to-morrow, and to-morrow to bring the papers for the faid d flricls. Omdat- 
ul-Omrah told them likewife to bring the R-<jah’s writing under his feal and fign, 
purporting that the (fircar Tannas or garrifon may be continued forever in the tart 
o f V ellum ; they replied, that the Circar’s garrifon is already placed in the ftid fort, 
and that they will never fuffer the fame to be dcmoliflied according to agreement : 
and they added, that if your Excellency be fo favourable as to reftorc the faid fort, 
it is well; but if otherwife, they could do nothing; to this Omdat-ul-Omrah did 
not agree; and there is only this point in difputc on that fubjc(ft.

No. 10.

Fivm Nazeeb Khan to the Nabobs dated ^th November^ 7̂ 7 i*

Y O U R  Excellency’s favour o f the 4th inftant I had the honour to receive,on the 
7th inlbnt, wherein you were pleal'ed to intimate, that the people in your place fay, 
that notWng was wanting to take the fort, but that Omdat-ul-Omrah of his own 
head thought proper to make peace ; and that as I mull be acquainted with every 
circumltancc relative to this matter, I Ihould inform you thereof very particularly.

Give me leave to acquaint your Excellency, that, as far as I faw, Omdnt-ul-, 
Omrah did not tranfaft even the leatt bufinefs without the knowledge and opinion 
o f the Sardars here, informing them even of every individual perfon that came out 
from the fort. When the negotiation for peace came into a proper channel, I told 
Omdat-ul Omrah, that the Sardar o f the camp was not inclined towards peace; 
upon which he anfwered, that he had talked to the General on this fubjed, inform
ing him of his having put the negotiation for peace on the beft footing; and men
tioning, that as the General alfo had advanced his b-itteries near to the ditch, and 
had made a bre.ich in the walls o f the fort,— if he thought he was able to take it, 
it was well i if not, that he fhould tell him to make peace. That the General’s reply 
to this was, he could not promife to take the fort, but that he would endeavour to 
do ic. On)dat-ul-Onirah lays, that in answer to this he rold the General, "B u t if 
“ you fail imhe ftorming thereof, then theRajah will not give u.s fo much money as he 
“  now offers;” “ True” fays the General," I know it, it is better therefore to make pea e.” 
Bcfides this, on the day wnen Oaidat ul Omrah fcnt Sycd Muckdoom Aliy Kh&n

and
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.and me with the Circar’s Cowlc to the fort, he confulrcd a lon^ while with the Gff- 
neral, and converfed with the Vackeels whom he fcnt for likewili?; alter which he 
defired the General’s Dubafli to accompany Sycd MnckdrK>m .'llv  KhA.n and me to 
the fort, on account o f  the rainy fcafoni and believing that the fort woTild not be 
taken in fiich a ftiort time, they in conjunftion with each other fettled a i)cace, in 
fhort, nothing was done without the knowledge o t  the Sardar of the army. I every 
day addrcffcd letters to you, giving you a full account o f the (-ccurrences here, by 
which I hope you are acquainted with the particulars. Omdat-u -Omrah was lO' 
diligent and careful in tranfadting the bufinefs here, that no room was left to blame 
him hereafter. I muft acquaint y o u r  Excellency, that the Rajah’s agreement was « 
brought to the Circar on the 25th ultimo, and the Vackeels returned to the fort ix  
the morning, in order to put a flop to the war, and the orders w’ere fent to cur 
Mourcha likewifc. When this was done, and foon after, Omdat-ul-Omrah was 
given to underftand that fome people blamed him for peace j .he immediately went 
to the General, and defired him not to ccafe the war ; he alio fcnt to acquaint the- 
fame to the people within the fort-, and on the 26th they refolved by joint confem 
to conclude a peace: by this 1 refer you to judge what harm Omdat uUOmrah 
did to the Circar. And you mav believe, that when necclTity required to fend any 
Chubdar or Hircar to the fort, he always acquainted the General before he fcnt 
them, giving likewife the General’s Hircar to accompany them ; if  this be the cafe,, 
how could he do fuch an important bufinefs of peace, without the knowledge or opi
nion o f the General ? This is what paffed ’till yefterday evening. T his day, at three 
o’clock in the«fternoon, the Vackeels returned according to their promife, nnd gave 
a writing to give up the fort of Vellum agreeable to Omdat-ul-Omrah’s defire. By. 
God’s bleffing every thing is now fettled, and the people from our Mourcbas will 
return,w-morrow, and they fliall be dcmolifhcd.'
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E N D I X.

N U M B E R  XXV.

ExtraEls o f  Letters from  the Prejident and Council and SeieSi 
Committee at Fort St. George to the Court 'o f DireSiors^ 
relative to the Expedition againfi Tanjore in the Tear 1771.

\

Extract o f  L etter from  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military D e
partment, to the Court o f  D irect ors, dated 2 ̂ th M arch, 1771.  R eceived in l^ndon, 
ix th  Januarj, 1771*

Par. concerned to acq\iaint your Honours, that vvc are at prcfent
W  much cmbarrafled by the condudt of the Rajah of Tanjore, who hath 

lately fet on foot an expedition againft the Great and Little Marawar, under the pre
tence that fomediftridlspoflefi'ed by them have been wrefted from th eI’anjoreGovern
ment. W e  beg leave to refer your Honours to the proceedings o f the Scltdt Com- 
mitteeoT the i u h  and 12th February * communicatcd to us, as alfo to our minutes 
o f  the 12th February on this fubje6tf, and to the feveral letters received from the 
Nabob on this fubjedtj ; by which you will be advifed o f the grounds on which 
the Rajah founds his right, o f the arguments urged by the Nabob againft it, 
and of the Nabob’s earnelt defire that we fhould immediately have rccourle ic arms, 
to oblige the Rajah to defift from his enterprize.

10. Alfhough we are fully convinced of the impropriety o f the Rajah’s condufl 
in thus taking up arms to fupport his pretenfions to a rigJit, which, to fzy no more, 
IS difputed, and that too without the leaft previous notification to the Nabob ; 
neverihclcfs we have thought it ex|>edienr, for the reafons ftated in our minutes^, 
to deter proceeding to extremities, or to determine finally on the meafurcs to be 
jni^ued, and in the mean time to make all neceflary preparations in our power, 
that we may be able to aft as occafion fliali require. W e alfo thought it advil-

* Vide pages 642 to £'53. ' t l ’«gc653. J Page 509, &c. § Pages 653 to 658.
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able to write a letter to the Rnjah*', reprefenting to him our fenfe o f his paft con- 
duft, and recommendhig to him to defift from his enterprize; to which we have 
not yet received any anfwer. And in order that the Nabob might be clearly and 
fullv informed of our ficuation, and of the impoffibility of our undertaking an ex- 
})e<lition, without being a f c e r t a i n e d  o f  the means for carrying it on, We addrelTed 
a letter to him on the fubjeft-f', to which vvc have not y e t  received any anfwer.

*

Extract o f  L ettn  from  the Select Committee at Fort St. George to the Court o f  D irectors 
dated 2 ̂ tb M arch, 1771.  Received in London, 11 th StptcmbiTy

Par. 6. Y O U R  Honours are advifcd by the Board, in their feparate depart
ment];, of the expedition undertaken by the Rajah of Tanjore againft the Marji^var,, 
and o f the reafons which had induced them to defer detrrmining finally rn the 
meafures to be purfucd ; they havf* therein exprelTed their fentiments on this fub- 
jedt a'; far as they were able from the information and materials received f»Sm thi»- 
Committee. But as we have not thought it neceflary as yet to communicate tO' 

.the Bbard at large the contents of your dilpatches to the Commiffioners, (which dlf- 
patches were opened bv this Committee, as your Honours are herein before in- 

, formed, Paragrapli 3.) your fentiments therein exprefled could have no weight with, 
the Board in iihcir meafures; neverihelefs, as we ?r« informed o f them by the p e- 
rufal of thofe diTpatches, we have thought it neceflary to confider minutely as. 
well the letter as the fpirit of your feveral orders, wh’ch affed our preft nt ftate 
and circumftances. W e  beg >̂our perniiffion to refer to our minutes o f the 13th 
inftant§, where having.recited the orders which affedt our meafures rehitive to Tan
jore, we ftate aifo the various conftrudtions that may be given to thofe orders, and 
confg(]uently the danger we are in-of i n c u r r i n g  cenfure, whatever meafures vvs 
purfue, if  they fhould not prove fuccefsful- W« are well aware that even fuchi.. 
critical examinations o f orders may exjxifc us to your difpleafure, becaufe they 
have the appearance o f ca v il; but wc beg leave here to make our declaration, 
thar runhing is further from oi«- intention. The truth is, that we think ourfelves- 
now adting under every difadvantagc that can poflibly attend ajiy Gov<ynmcnt: 
W c think our condudt liable to mifreprefentation by the Nabob, and fome Britiih. 
fubjcdls dependant on him ; and we think it probable that Sir John Lindfay nwy 
l>e miflcd by them and others in his judgment of our meafures. But what makes 
our fituation moft precarious under thefe circumftances is, that your Honours feem 
to place little confidence in your civil Servants in India; and therefore conftrue your 
injuntiions to them, not as general rules for their guidance according to the cir>- 
cumftances of times, but as j>ofitive and decifive orders j and yet there are gene
rally aitcndjng them.lome exprefSons that h-ave room for different conftrudlions. 
W ere ou’’ condudt to be fcrutinized only by the Court o f  DireSlors, we fhould, not*> 
wlthftanding all thefe difliuUies, adt with fome degree of confidence, becaufe we 
ihould not much doubt of being well able to juftify our condudt to any one united 
Power} but when our meafures, or the effedts of them> may not, as it is almoft 
impoflibie they Ihould, be confonant to the ideas and views of all parties, it is 
clear to demonftration, that every ftep wc take muft appear to us defperate : this,

and
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and this only, is our rcafon for entering into fo critical an examination o f orders; 
becaufe it is nec (Tnrv, for oiir own fafctv, to afcertain their prccife meaning if  we 
can, a n d  "then to follow th -̂m at all events; or to fhew wherein they clafti, or are 
liable to different conllrudions, and then to affign our reafon far preferring the 
one to the other.

Extra't o f  Letter fr rm  the Pre/r.'ienf and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department, to the Court o f  D h e cto n , dated l o t h  Ju ly , 1771. R eceiv ed  in London,
n t h  January,

Par. 4. W IT H  refpeO: to the affairs ofT anjore, the Scled Committee ac- 
flu.i^t* us that they have addreQcd your Honouis fully thereon, and therefore wc 
ftalKiiot take up your time with a repetition ; their proceedings have from time 
to tir»e been communicated to us, and fo far as they have been communicated to 
us, hlKe had our concurrcnce:.

ExtraSl o f  L etter from the SeleB Committee at Fort St. George to the Court o f  DireBorSf 
dated 10th Ju ly, 1771* R eceived in London, \ i t h  January, 1772.

Par. 5. IN the Qth and loth paragraphs o f the advices from the Military D e
partment of 25th March per Egmonf^, and in the 6th paragraph o f thofe from 
this Committee o f the fame datet, your Honours were infornjed o f the conduft 
©f the Rajah of ranjorc, in commencing hoftilities againft the Marawar and N al- 
cooty Poliigars.; of the Nabob’s earnell fohcitations for our immeJia.ely marching 
againit him ; of our reafons for adopting at that time a more cautious condu<5t; 
and ot our refolution for making the necelFary preparations, to enable us to adt as 
occafion might require ; as alfo of the letters vvrote to the Rajah and the Nabob 
on the fubjedc : as this matter h.ith come more immediately under our confider-
ation as a Sclett Committee, we fhall refume the fubjedl, and advife your H o
nours of the tranfactions fincc the above-mentbned difpatches.

6- A  traniluion of the anfwer received from the Rajah o f Tanjore to the letter 
wrote him by the Prefident on the fubjefl of his Condudt, was tranfmitted by the 
Egmont;};, under cover to Mr. Secretary Michell ; our remarks thereon are entered 
on our proceedings, to which we beg leave to refer: § we have therein ftatcd the 
views o  ̂ the Nabob, the Marattas, and the Raj h, as they appear to us ; the 
■cbjcdts o f an expedition againft Tanjore, and the fcveral points neccfiary to be 
adjulU'd with the Nabob previous to our undertaking the fame.

7. T h ’  anfwer from the Nabob to the letter wrote him the 20th February // on 
tlie  fubjeA of the expedition, we did not receive ’till the 26th March, the day 
after our difpatches per Egmont were clofed : we beg your particular attention
10 the faid letter**, anil the remarks thereon.-j-f

8. Conformable to what your Honours were beftye advifed, we thought it 
erpedient to go on colledting the troops and flores at Trichinopoly necelFary for 
the expedition, but to dpfer even making any decflaration o f our intentions until

* Vide page9 1 +  Page 018. I Page 5 o8 . * § Page 665 || Page 581. ** Page 671.
t f  l’agc682(*).
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/
every thing (hould be prepared; nor then, iinlcfs the fituation o f nftairs fliOulcl 
render our undertalang it acivifable. In this plan wc firmly perfiflrcd, notwith- 
ftanding the prefllng f'oHcitations of rhc Nabob for marching immediaicly againll 
Tanjore, and the reflexions caft upon us b) Sir John I.indfay, for fufFcring, as he 
alleged, the Nabob’s Government to be inlultcd and defpifed. Our above-men
tioned remarks ^on the Nabob’s letter, sod the remarks on Sir John Lindfay’s letters, 
and our ani'wers to him and the Nabobf, iiifficiently explain the motives o f our 
conduft.

9. T he bullocks fcnt with a part of the flores having returned ?bout the be
ginning o f Jiinej;, vve thought it expedient to defer fending any more, as we had 
been alarmed.by advices over-land ot preparations for war in Europe, un^l wc 
flwuld receive advices from your Honours, which were daily expedted ^nd at 
the fame time it appeared neccfl'; r\ to leconimend to the Nabob, that thfc btllocks 
fhould be kept in rcadinefs to which the Nabob*with difficulty acccdcd^:^ hut 
the Committee of Stores having, in th îr rej)ort delivered in to Confwltation the 
loth  June, reprefented, that many more o f the flores might be fpared from hence 
even in cafe o f a war, we thought it prudent, rather thitn fuficr the bullocks to 
remain idle, that fuch ftores as could be fpared fhouM be immediately fcnt away. 
T he Nabob was accordingly made acquainted therewith j when, to our great fur- 
prize, he feemed averfe to the expedition, reprefented the danger thereof by rta- 
Ibn o f the Marattas, and defircd that the bullocks might be immediately dif- 
charged. W e beg leave to refer your Honours to the mi^jutes H wherein we 
have endeavoured to account for this fudden change in the N abob’s tondudt ; 
and whic h we judged couid onl)' proceed from the determined refolution he faw 
in us not to engage in an offcnfivc alliance with the Marattas, and the precautiox?s 
we Took to avoid any meafures which might compel us into fuch a fyftcm; and 
■which we believe the Nabob hoped to effcd, by engaging us in an attack on Tan
jore before we were fufficiently prepared. However, as the difcharging the bul
locks immediately might have been produftive o f bad confequences, fince it would 
be neceflary, in cafe the expedition againft Tanjore were laid afide, to bring back 
a great part o f the troops and artillery that had been colledled for that fervice, 
and for which the bullocks woold be requited, we thought it neceflary to have a 
confcrencc with the Nabob on the fuhjecT: •, ** when he reprefcnted the obftacles 
which occurred to him againft the expedition: the Nabob at length confented 
that the ftores might be fent away. Upon the rcceipt o f the advices, by the 
Queen, o f an app-oaching war with France and Spain, wc confulted the Council 
on trie expediency o f proceeding immediately againft Tanjore; f t  who were o f opi
nion, that it was ntceffary to obtain the Nabob’s fentinlents before we could 
determine finally thereon. Previous however to our having an interview wicti 
the Nabob, the Grofvenor arrived, with advice o f an accommotlation having 
taken plac e between England and Spain. The Prefident, with Mr. H allings, 
having waited on the Nabob, the fubj dt was renewed; and wc beg leave to 
refer your Honc^urs to tfie fubftance of the conference then had with him, as 
ftated in our minutes: the i^luU of which was, that the Nabob defircd time to

♦ Videpagc68i(«). f  t Page 683. % Ibid. |i 1^684. ** Page 685.
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confidcr on it, as the determination mufl; (he faid) depend on the motions o f  the 
Marattas. What has further paflTed on this P.ibjeftj in conference between the 
Nabob and the Prefident, is related in our M inutes*: and here we beg leave 
to fay, that the frequent references we malce to our Minutes, is not merely 
to fave ourfelves the trouble o f reciting the fubftance here ; we wifli you 
to underftand o u r  ctndaft by gradations, which will give you a clearer idea 
o f the perplexities in which we are involved than a fummary could do. Be
ing ourfelves in a ftate o f uncertainty, we are obliged to leave you in doubt what 
meafures will be purfued in refpeft to Tanjore. W e have often faid, and repeat, 
that we difapprove o f the condudt o f the Rajah, and think he ought to be called 
to a c c o u n t ,  if  it could be done with fafety ; yet it was witK reluftance, even in the 
befcnning, that we put on any hoftile appearance, becaufe the danger with which 
we Yere threatened by the Marattas made it doubtful whether we ftiould be able 
to p»fecute fuch a plan : but we faw clearly, that i f  we declined taking prepara
tory meafures for chaftizing the Rajah, every misfortune wtiich fliould afterwards 
betaithc Carnatick would have been imputed to qur fupinencfs, and refufal to vin
dicate the Nabob’s honour and fupport his Government. E ven  as it is, thefe 
charges are brought againft us by Sir John Lindfay, as you will pleafe to obferve 
in his letters. N ow  that we are nearly prepared to undertake the expedition, we 
mean in refpeift to troops and ftores, the Nabob hefitates; and well he may ; 
having advanced thus far in-hoftile preparations at Trichinopoly, although no 
declaration has been made o f the objed:, were nothing 10 be attempted againft 
the Rajah, were the projefted expedition filently to be dropped, it would be in 
cffedt fo plain a declaration o f our embarraifments, weaknefs, and fear o f the 
Marattas, as would invite them and all other enemies, into the country, upon the 
firft convenient opportunity. Upon this reafoning then we ought immedij^ely to 
advance; but we are, as we have all along been, o f opinion, that whenever we 
begin againft Tanjore, the Marattas will fupport him by entering the Carnatick; 
and now the Nabob joins m the fame opinion. W hat are the confequences to be 
expeded, fliould fuch an event happen ? we-have no troops to prevent the 
ravages ot the Maratta horfe •, we mufl; therefore leave the Carnatick open to 
their devaftations, and profecute the expedition againfl: Tanjore. But thele ra
vages immediately deprive us o f revenue in the Carnatick ; we have ail reafon 
to exped: that fuch a )i:enc in the South will certainly tempt the Subah Onft îgated 
by his ambitious Manager, Fazul Beg Kh^n,) to an enterprize againfi thcCircars : 
we have but'a poor flock in our Treafury ; we have no certain aflurances o f af- 
fillance from the Nabob ; but on the contrary, all his engagements for money 
have cocdantly annexed to them the condition o f peacc and quiet. Here then 
.are two evik, which fliull we chufe ? Did it reft wholly with us to determine, 
and Were we fiire o f  a fair, generous, and candid judgment of our condu(5t, we 
j'hould determine to hazard the expedition; bccaule we think the diopping it 
llently, now we are advanced fo far, will ultimately be productive of more dan
gerous confequences, ifpofllble, than thofewe apprehend immediately from pro- 
le'.-utin  ̂ it. But when we know there arc who lie in wait to mifreprefcnt every 
thing we do, when we have fo recently and feverely felt the fmart o f  mifreprc- 
*■ •  V i d e  p a ge  691 to  693.
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fentations, and when we have caufc to  apprehend that the power and influence 
of the Crown will be exerted againft us, we fliali be cautious: but as we have heen 
fo, we will be candid; we conceal nothing from the Nabob, and lhall give him 
time to digeft his plan, or to find alternatives. At prtfent your Honours will per
ceive by our minutes *, that he has conceived the idea of bringing about an accom
modation by the means of the Maratta Vackeel. ’ 1  is not to the intercft of the 
Marattas that an accommodation fliould take place; they will neverthelefs mediate, 
take money on both fides, and whatever terms arc fettled by their intervention, 
they muft fupport; and will thus acquire an acknowledged right of interpofing 
between the Nabob and his tributary: for which, and many other reafons, this 
mode o f accommodation is contrary to our judgment, and we have told the Nabob 
fo ■, but we dare not oppofe it i for if we do, all fubfequent misfortunes would^cer- 
tainly be laid at our door, and our objeftion would be imputed to a rooted Abfti- 
nacy and enmity to the Maratta. We rather think, if  it be not too late ^ r  ac
commodation, fome method might be found to open a negotiation betwei n the 
Nabob and the Rajah, without any mediator ; and this we lliould recommend in 
preference far to the intervention of the Maratta. Here the matter refts at pre- 
fent. Your Honours will, we hope, pay due attention to the ftriking change in 
the Nabob’s fyftem : at the time when the Sumbah crop, the richefl o f the year  ̂
was dill on the ground, and confequently the Marattas mi^ht have entered the 
country with every advantage, then the Nabob and the King’s Minifler urged us 
beyond meafure to commence hoftilities; but we had not then peremptorily de
clared againll an ofFenfive alliance with the Marattas: now that the fealon is the 
moil diladvantageous for a plundering army, the Nabob hefitates reforming the 
expeilition, left the Marattas fhould enter the country ; but now we have declared 
peremptorily againft an offenfive alliance with them. W e have more fully explained 
this iubje<a in our remarks on Sir John Lindfay’s letters o f the aoth March-f and 
18th April and in our Minutes ^  i ith June ||.

14. Since writing the foregoing we have received a lietter from the Rajah q f 
Tanjore, copy o f which com<;̂ s enclofed ; and which may pofllbly give an opening 
for a negotiation, if the Nabob fhould think it advifablc.

Extract o f  Letter from  the Prefident and Council at Fort Sr. George, in their M ilitaiy 
Department, to the Court o f  DireSbrSy dated ^th O£lol>er, 1771.  R eceived in Lon
don: 2 itb  Mzrch, 1772.

I p the Honourable the Court o f  DireSlors, f o r  Affairs o f  the Honourable the United Company 
o f  Merchants o f  England trading to the Eafi-lndies.

H O N O U R A B L E ,

1.  O U R  laft advices, dated the 20th July §, waited on you  b y  the D u k e  o f  P o rt
land, dujpUcate o f  w hich  we have forwarded to Bengal to g o  b y  the early ftiip from  
that Prefidency, and a trip licate w ill be fent with our next general advices, w hich 
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we fear will not be before January, as we have now no hopes o f the arrival o f  a 
fhip fronn Bengal in time to be difpatched during this month.

2. In rnir above-mentioned advices wx referred your Honours to the Seleft Com 
mittee for an account o f affairs refpefting Tanjore ; as they have communicated 
to us from time to time the fubftance o f their proceedings and correfpondence with 
the Nabob on the llibjcft, and as we have concurred with them in the meafurt-s 

j u d g e d  neceflary to be taken in confequence,. we now take the opportunity, by H is 
Mafefty's Ihip Stag, to advife you o f fuch material occurrences as may be necef- 
fary for y o u r  immediate information.

Your Honours were particularly advifed by the Sele£t Committee o f the 
dc^hbts w e  were in, at the departure o f the Duke of Portland, with refpedl to the 
meVures which the Nabob meant to adopt for terminating the difference with 
Tan^re. On the 29th July f  the Committee informed tis, that the Nabob propo- 
fed favin g  recourfe to negotiation j and as the Tanjore Vackeel had no powers for 
fettling the difputes, and as the fcafon was too f;ir advanced to admit o f any dela)'s, 
the Nabob had'rpfolved to fend his eldeft Son to Trichinopoly to make his de
mands on tiie Rajah, and to require a direft and pofitive anfwer thereto. And in or
der to enforce the fame, it was judged neceffary that the remainder o f the troops 
and llores Oiould proceed immediately to Trichinopoly, to be in readmefs to march 
againft Tanjore, Ihould the Rajah refufe or delay complying with the N abob’s 
requifitions. Orders were accordingly immediately iffued for the march o f the 
feveral detachments, with the artillery afid fl?ores intended for this fervicei and G e
neral Smith was advifed o f the meafures that had been refolved on, and directed to 
make every preparation in his power. Although all poffible expedition was ufed, 
it was n o t’till the beginning o f September that the whole o f the troops and flores 
croffed the river near Trichinopoly, owing to the waters being exceedingly high, 
which greatly retarded their paffiige.

4. The Rajah not having fhewn any inclination to accede to the Nabob’s de
mands, the army marched from the plain of Trichinopoly the 13th September to
wards Tanjore. The following is the ftate of the force under the command o f 
General Smith, abftradted from the general mufter-rolls taken in camp tlie irt and 
2d September, viz.

Company's Troops.

Efl’eiStive, Non-Coramiflioned, and Private.

Artillery —  —  —  247
European Infantry ---------  ------  1256
European Cavalry ------  ------  46
Sepoys ---------  ---------  5945
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EffedUvc, Non-Comtniffioticd, and Private.

Brought over ^  —  —  —  7474
Lafcnrs — ~   ------ ------  1341
Ciirpenters — —. — — 1 75
Smiths ------  ------  ——
Coolifs ------  ------  ““  1047
Fafcinc-Makers ------ — —  ------  63
Bullock-Drivers ---------  ------  I n o
Draugh’ Bullocks ------- ------  * 7 5 5
Carriage Bullocks ------  ------  4549

---------- 10,098

17.5 2
5. W e  have no return of the Nabob’s troops with the army, but they coq; ll o f 

f o u r  battalions of Sepoys, and about 2000 horfe.

6. T he army arrived before Vellum, a ftrong fort about fix mijes S. W . o f Tan- 
jore, on the 16th September. On the 20th, in the morning, a battery of fix eighteen 
pounders was o p e n e d  againft the place, and which was taken pj^'cffion o f by our 
troops at 12 o ’c l o c k  the fame n)ght, the enemy having abandoned it. On the a jd  
the army moved from thence, and encamped the fame day near the fort of Tanjore, 
O ur lateft advices from the army inform us, that they broke ground before the place 
on the 29th September at night. W e expeft every hour to hear of their opening 
batteries ; and as you never had a finer army in the field on the Coail, nor one better 
furni^jed in every refpcta; forfuch an undertaking, as your Honours will pcrcti «c 
by the enclofed lift of ftoies which have been furniihed, we have all rcafonable 
hopes of their fuccefs before the rains fet in. Whatever may be the event, we fliall 
give you the earlieft advice.

Extni£i o f  L etter from  the SekEl Committee at Fort St. George to the Court of. D irectors, 
dated ^th October, 1771, Received in London^zUh M arch, 1772.

a. Y O U R  Honours are advifed from the Military Department of our meafures 
wirh refpeft to Tanjore; we Ihall defer laying before you an account of our proceed
ings and correfpondence with the Nabob on the fubjeft, or ex >laining the motives 
and reafons for our conduft, until our next general advices^wien you will be fully 
and particularly informed of all circumftances; the intent o f thcfe adviccs bcuig 
only to give your Honours a general idea of our fituation.

L etter from  the>£re/ident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary Department, 
to the Court o f  D ir At ors, dated iZth October, R eceived  in 'London, i6 tb

‘ 7 7 2 -

To the Honourable the Court o f  Directors, fo r  Affairs o f  the Honourable the United Company 
o f  Merchants o f  England trading to the Eajl-Indies,

H O N O U R A B L E ,

SIR JO H N  L IN D S A Y  failed from this road the 12th. By a letter from the* 
C hief o f Cuddalore, we are informed that he anchored off Cuddaiorc the 14th; and

it
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it is currently reported that he may remain there fome days. I f  the breaking up o f 
the Monfoon were to be rifked, wc fliould think Madras road much more eligible 
than that of Cuddalore, as it muft be more difficult in the N . E. Monfoon to clear the 
Coaft from the latter than the former : however, that your Honours may receive 
all the intelligence we can poffibly convey to you by ihe Stag, we have diredted the 
Chief o f Cuddalore to advife you o f the lateft news that lhall reach him before her 
departure*. Having this morning received a letter from General Smith, dated the 
12th inftantf, we enclofe a copy for your information, as alfo a cony of a private let
ter of the fame date|. W e cannot find words fo exprefs how much we arc chagrined 
at the diftrefs the army futfers for want o f provifion, which it is not in our power to 
remove. There is no want o f provifion in Trichinopoly, as the Nabob informs us ; 
but the fcarcity o f grain in camp is principally and originally occafioned, as we arc 
to lL  by the want of bullocks and gunny bags to tranfport it thither. As this fer* 
vicaiwas wholly undertaken by the Nabob, we could know nothing o f themeafures 
for ^ fcu tin g  it, or o f the defeats, until they were felt, and then we had no remedy* 
C a p lin  Povcry at Trichinopoly advifes us, that a large convoy o f provifions and 
ftores fet off from thcnce the i2th §, and will, we doubt not, relieve the prefent dif
trefs o f the army. W e have been fo Ihort of money, that wc could not, ’till within 
thefe few days, fend the fums neceffary for the prefent month ; a fufficient fupply for 
that purpofe is now on the way to the army. Eight companies o f Sepoys within 
thefe few days marched to reinforcc the army, which leaves us very bare in thefe 
p arts ; and we took that opportunity to fend a further fupply o f 500 barrels o f gun- 
■j)owder, though our flock is reduced very low; but as we have, fo we ftiallcontinue 
to  do all in our power to fupport General Smith effeftually. W e have great 
hopes that the weather, which has been very fair for fome days, will continue fo 
many more : the rains, which General Smith mentions, were not from the fctting in 
o f  the M onfoon; we had the fame kind of weather here at the fame time, but with 
the winds from the weft ward.

W e are,

H O N O U R A B L E ,

Y our faithful humble fervants,
Fort St. George,

i8th O dober, 17 7 1 . jo f .  Du Pr6

Warren HafKngs 
Sam*. Ardiey 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill 
Rich**. Brickenden 
Geo^ M ackay.

•Vide page 769, f  Page 770. J Page 773* § Page 768.

J * C  LfU^r
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Letter from  John Cartier E/quire, Governor o f  Fort WtUtam, to the Court o f  DireSiors, 

dated ^oth Novembert 1771. Received in London, i i j i  M ay, 1772.

T» the Honourable the Court o f  D ireBcrs, f o r  Affairs o f  the Honourable United Company
o f  M erchants trading to the Eajl-Indies,

Honourable Sirs,

T H E  difpatches by the Morfe and Ponfborne having left town thefe four d a p „ 
gives me a very uncertain hope ot communicating the intelligence 1 have this in- 
ftant received from Mr. Du Pre, of an accommodation having taken place bet«<ten 
the Nabob Mahomed Ally and the King of Tanjore. M r. D u Pre confiders/this 
event as of moft material confcquence for your early information. I have naff loft 
a moment in tranfmitting the account to your Honours, with a copy o f M l. ,Du 
Pre’s letter enclofed, which I judge to be more eligible than to attempt putting a 
flop to the failing of thofe fhips, as they muft have weiglicd from Ingellee befbce 
this can poflibly reach them.

I am, with all pofTiblc refpc(fV,,

Honourable Sirs,,

Your moft faithful humble fervant,
Fort W illiam ,,

30th1Sovember, 177I:. J O H N  C A R T I E R , ,

926 . A P P E N D I X .  No.  XXV.

7 9 the Honourable fo h n  Cartier Efiuire, Pxeftdent and Governor o f  F ort William^

S 1 R ,

Y O U  have been informed by the general letters from hence, that we had been' 
under the neceffity o f putting our army in the field, in order to call the R^ah o f 
Tanjore to account. After taking the fort of Vellum, the army fat down before the 
capital the beginning o f laft month. W e expedbed that the reduction o f the fort 
would have been the confequence; butwehavejuft received advice that the N-a- 
bob has acceptcd of terms of accommodation. The event o f this expedition is- fat ' 
ititercfting to our Employers, that I wifh give them the earlieft information. I.do 
not as yet know the terms of accommodation, or on what grounds and motives they 
were accepted ( we fhall doubtlcfs have all the particulars in a few. days.. 1 could 
■wifti therefore, that if your early Ihip is not already gone, (he might be detained ’till
I can write you further on this lubjcdt; but if you lliould not think it proper to de
tain her, in that cafe I beg that you will be pUalcd to communicate the coittents of 

 ̂ , thw



this letter to the Court of Diredtors, and all further explanations fhall go by the firft 
opportunity.

I  have the honour to be, S I R ,

Your moft obedient

and moft humble fervant.

Fort St. George ^  /
zd November, 17 7 1 . (Signed) J O S . D U P R E .

a p p e n d i x . N o. XXV. ' 927

A  true Copy. J O H N  C A R T I E R .

Honourable the Court o f  DlreFiors, f o r  A ffairs o f  the Honourable the United Com^ 
pany o f  M erchants o f  England trading to the Eajl-Indies*

h o n o u r a b l e ,

W E  addrelTcd you by H is Majefty’s Ihip Stag, under date the 9th Oftober*. 
T he Stag left thi& road the 12th, and anchored off Cuddalore the 14th ; o f which* 
being advifed by your Chief there, we addreffed another letter to you under date 
the 18th,. and directed the Chief to communicate to you fuch advices as Ihould- 
reach hini relative, to the operations of the army, before the departure o f the Stag r  
but Sir John Lindfay having failed before our letter of the iSth was received at: 
Cuddalorje,. we now forward the fame v ia  Bengal.

In our addrcls to your Honours o f the pth Odtober by the Stag, we expre/Ied> 
our opinion, that the liege of Tanjore might prove fuccefsful, as there was all rea- 
fonable caufe to expedt it. Limited and reftiained as we are by the tenor of your or
ders, and threatened by the Minifter of the Crown, armed with the powers o f prero
gative, we were under, the neceffity ofleaving unqueftioned in the Nabob rhe right 
o f negotiating terms with the Rajah. Our reafons at large will appear in our re
cords, which lhall wait upon you by the firft (hipfrom hence. \Vc enclofe a coj>y 
of our inftrudtions to General Smith'f’, by which you will be pleafed to obferve, that 
the righi of commencing and terminating hoHilities is referved to .the Nabob; but 
being commenced, the mode and pUui o f  operations are left entirely to th e  General., 
T he Company in this expedition being only auxiliary, and the Nabob, rhe Ally of 
the Crown, as His Majefty’s Minifter has informed us, and poflefling the rights o f 
Uis government under the guaranty o f the Crown, by virtue of the n t h  article of

the,"
*  Vide page . t  Plages 7231,. 7J4«



infulted and defpifed. Our reafons againfi: commencing hoftilitles at that 
time arc fully fct forth in our faid advices, together with the motives which 
determined us to make every poffible preparation to a<ft as occafion might require. 
The Seledt Committee, in their addrefs per Duke of Poriland*, informed your 
Honours o f  the flate o f uncertainty we were then in with regard to the Nabob’s 
intentions refiKrding the expedition. It was but a few weeks before that he 
prefled the expedition without ccafing; and now that every thing was prepared, 
and the fcafon appeared the moft favourable, he became wavering, ttarted every 
difficulty, and urged fevery argument againft it. The caufcs however could not 
\on>y be concealed } the necefllty o f taking a decifive line obliged the Nabob to open 
hii'd'elf i when it appeared, that there were two points to which he was defirous o f 
obtaining our concurrence: the firfl: was, that all negotiations with the Rajah fhould 
be ronduded by him ; and the other, that the fort and country o f Tanjore, if reduced^ 
ihoyld be del'iyered in p  his hands. W e  beg your Honours will be referred to the 
Miiwtes-f, where our reafons for acquiefcing with the Nabob’s firfl; propofition 
are ^ U y  fet forth. W ith refpc<?l to the fecond propoiition, or fuffering 
the fort and C ountry o f Tanjore, i f  reduced, to fall into his hands, a careful 
perufal o f the proceedings^, which we earneftly requeft, will explain to your 
Honours o u r fentimcnts thereon, together with our reafons for complying therewith^ 
The proceedings on the above fubjedls are full and explicit, and d e fe rv e  y o u r  m od 
ferious attention and confideration.

37. Your Honours will no doubt obferve the Nabob^s offer § o f making the 
Company a prefent o f ten Lacks o f Pagodas, in cafe the fort and country o f  
Tanjore were delivered up to him •, as alfo our rcfolution o f not accepting that or 
any other fum from him, by way o f compenfation, compadt, or agreement, for 
refigning to him any conquefts that might be made. I'his was our reafoning; 
either the right to tlve conqueft was in the Nabob, or it was n o t; if  it were in the 
Nabob, we could fupport no claim to an equivalent i i f  it were n o t} and that we 
have a right to bargain, ten Lacks o f Pagodas are not tO'be thought o f  as an equi
valen t: we therefore declined any agreement which jnight bind the Company^, 
leaving your Honours at liberty to a<5t therein as you might fee expedient. W c  
informed the Nabob however, that if  he chofe to make the Company a voluntary 
and free gift, without any ftipulation whatever, we fliould receive and rciervc it,, 
fubjed: to your will and plealure. ||

38. In our addrefs o f the 4th November** we tranfmittcd to your Honours copy 
o f a letter from General Smit^h, with a tranflation o f  the treaty which had been con-

 ̂ eluded; and which appeared to us at that time to be infecure, as the Nabob had not the 
fcall fecurity for the performance o f any o f the ftipulations on part of the Rajah, who

*' Vide Page 919. f  Pages 696, 697, 702,— 716 to 710; alfo Page j i i .
* ♦ alfo Pages 7J7, 738. § Pages 624, 6j j , 1| Pag* 6*6.
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infulted and defplfed. Our reafons againft commencing hoftilities at that 
time are fvilly fct forth in our faid advices, together wit 1 the motives which 
determined us to make every pofEble preparation to a€t as occafion might requirer 
The Scled Commictce, in their addrefs per Duke of Portland*, informed your 
Honours o f  the flate o f uncertainty we were then in with regard to the N abob’s 
intentions refpedinc the expedition. It was but a few weeks before that he 
preflcd the expedition without ceafing; and now that every thing was prepared, 
and the feafon appeared the mod favourable, he became wavering, ttarted every 
difficulty, and urged fivery argument againft it. The caufcs however could not 
Ion" be concealed i the necefTity o f taking a decifive line obliged the Nabob to open 
hinTfelf i when it appeared, that there were tw'o points to which he was defirous o f 
obtaining our concurrcuge; the firft was, that all negotiations with the Rajah fliould 
be vondudted by him •, and the other, that the fort and country o f Tanjore, if reduced^ 
ihoyld be delivered ir\p his hands. W e  beg your Honours will be referred to the 
M i ^ e s f ,  where our reafons Tor acquiefcing with the Nabob’s tirll propofition 
are ffully fet forth. W ith refpcA to the fccond propofition, o f  fuffering 
the rort and fcountry o f Tanjore, i f  reduced, to fall into his hands, a careful 
perufal o f the proceedings;!:, which we earneftly requeft, will explain to your 
Honours our fentimcnts thereon, together with our reafons for gpaiplying therewith.. 
The proceedings on the above fubjedts are full and explicit, and deierve your moft 
ferious attention and confideration.

37. Your Honours will no doubt obferve the Nabob's offer § o f making the 
Company a prefent o f ten Lacks of Pagodas, in cafe the fort and country o f  
Tanjore were delivered up to him •, as alfo our rcfolution o f not accepting that or 
ajiy other fum from him, by way o f compenfation, compadl, or agreement, for 
refigning to him any conquefts that might be made. This was our reafoning; 
either the right to the conqueft was in the Nabob, or it was not; if it were in the 
Nabob, we could fupjjort no claim to an equivalent; i f  it were not j and that we 
have a right to bargam, ten Lacks o f Pagodas are not to-be thought o f as an equi
valen t; we therefore declined any agreement which jnight bind the Company,, 
leaving your Honours at liberty to a£t therein as you might fee expedient. W e 

•informed the Nabob however, that if  he chofe to make the Company a voluntary 
and free.gift, without any ftipulation whatever, we fliould rcccivc and reiervc it^ 
fubjeCt to your will and pleal'ure. |[

38. In our addrefs o f the 4th November** we tranfmitted to your Honours copy 
of a letter from General Smith, with a tranflation o f the treaty which had been con-

 ̂ eluded; and which appeared to us at that time to be infecure, as the Nabob had not the 
fealt fecurity for the performance o f any o f the ftipulations on part of the Rajah, who

* Vide Page (̂ 19. f  Pages 696, 697, 702,— 716 to 720; alfo Page 72 j.
&c— olfij Page* 7j7, 7j8. $ Pages 6*4, 6̂ 5, ll Page 616.

"age-giS,.

Ceurt of Directors, dated February, A p p l n v i x . N o. X X V .  ^29

1.1 D wc



■we doubccd not would evade complying with them; as the meafures which had been 
taken agiinft him-coukJ only tend to increafe his refcntment, without difabting him. 
T he receipt o f General Smith’s letters o f the 27th OAober*, adviflng o f peace being 
concluded* at a time when wc were in hourly expectation o f hearing o f the fall ô  
•the place, alarmed us exceedingly, from the ilaily accounts we had received of the 
iuccefiful progrefs o f  the fiege, we could not fuppofe that any other terms would 
have been accepted than the I'urrender of the fort at difcretion t how grea* then 
muft have been our furprize and concern'to find, by <hc articles received the 4th 
November1-, that the terms were fo inadequate to our «x|̂ (£la£k>HS,‘and'fK> fccurtty 
obtained for the performance even of them. It is certain that our inftrudtions to 
^General Smith:]; empowered him, widiout limitation, to dircd: all the military opera
tions ; but placed the power ofcommcncing and ending the war in the Nabob, for 
the reafons afligned in our minutes. General Smith neverthclefs, in a correfpon- 
dence with the Governor, clearly iindcrftood that the redudion o f the fortfwas 
what we wifhed ; and joined in opinion with us, from the fame apprehejifip is of 
future troubles, that it w’as neceflary; it is true Ixis letters mentioned that a n^*Totia- 

rion for peace was on foot; but as the original plan was, that fuch a negotiation 1 lould 
'be encouraged, while our operations were prefled forward, in order that the alter
native might always be open, wc confidered it as fo intended, and had n6 expedta- 
tion o f a ludden conclufion-, efpecially as we were advifed o f the fuccefsful progrefs 
o f  the fiege, and received not from the Nabob the leaft hint o f an iidca o f compro- 
mifmg. W e  do not mean to cafl any blame on General Smith, but wc aredefirous 
that none fhould fall on us, without caufe. Y ou  will obferve, that a promife o f a 
gratuity had been made by the Nabob’s Son to the army in cafe the place was 
taken j the conclufion o f peace therefore, without taking the place, caufed a general 
difcontenti and nothing was talked of in the Settlement, nothing was read but letters 
from, the army, reprelenting the certainty o f their taking the place, had not the 
peacc prevented it; that it was lhameful thus to flop the progrefs, and tarnilh the 
glory o f the Britifh arms, in the moment that fortune prefented the laurel: and 
indirect hints, according to cuftom, began to circulate, that whatever face the 
Governor and Council might put upon the matter, no doubt they and the Nabob 
underflood one another in the mcafure. It is undoubtedly the part o f Government 
to be deaf to fuch rumours, which, though in the mouths o f all, can rarely be 
traced to any. But as we had fo lately fuffered the greatefl injuftice a th o m r,. bĵ  
fecret mifreprefeotations from the fame ■quarter, wc thought it neceflary, as well 
for our juitification as for your information, to obtain, i f  polTible, fome eclay:- 
clfTcment; we therefore defired General Smith to give us all the lights in his power, 
;uid we likewifc requeued the fame favour of the Nabob, informing both o f our 
motives. T he information General Smith has given us you will find in his letter 
o f  the 6tn November, entered in Confultation the i8th§; and the Nabob has fent us 
a volume o f papers, contabing a narrative of what paffed relative to the pe^ce, with 
copies o f letters from his Sons, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder and Mader-ul-Mulk Be- 
haudcr, and from his General o f Horfe, Nazeeb Kh^iH. Your Hoaours have in

thcfc

■jp30 'Extraet ’Aff Letter fr m  the JPreftdent and Council at Fort St. George to the
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thdb'ewrry materiaJ and every information which have come to  our knowledge, 
and to your judgment we fubmit ihem ; an opinbn from us Is not heceffary; but 
your Honours wtU doubtlels draw this conclufion from the whole, that whether this 
expedition hath ended well or ill, it cannot confift with your honour, or your in- 
tereft, thtt the Company's forccs Ihould, in tirir operations, be fubjedted to the 
control of the Nabob. You will read, in the Minutes of the Selcft Committee, the 
neceflity ior jrieiding that pwnt in this expedition. Apparently we have the re* 
medy in our own hands 5 we may covenant with the Nabob that it lhall be other- 
wife, before we confrnt to put a man in the field for the fervice he defires ; bur if 
the N abob fhould again, by art or contrivance, draw us on ftep by flep into mea 
lures proper in t h e n i f e l v c s ,  until we are fo far advanced that we cannot reccde 
w i t h o u t  difhonour and danger, and then hefitate or refufe to advance on any terms 
but his ovvn,̂ — what remedy have we?

Court of Directon, dated iZtb Februatyy 1772. Appendtx, N o. X X V . ^31

‘ O ur apprehtfnfions, arifing from a peace fo fuddenly concluded, and upon 
terra» which ap jeared to us fo very infecure, rendered it necrflary that we Ihould 
takrevery poflible precaution as if  we were aftually on the eve o f  a war; a letter 
was atcordingly wrote to General Smith to that eft'edt.* By one o f the articles o f  
the treaty, the fort o f Vellum was either to be reftored to the Rajah, or deftroyed. 
A s this was a fort o f thtutm oft importance, being in a manner a key toTanjbrt, 
the Nabob, l>y our advice, fent pofitive orders to his Son, on no account to deliver 
it up without Itis exprcfs dlreftions. It was indeed the only tie we had on the 
Rajah for the performance of his engagement; and as it would require a cond- 
derable time to demolifh it, i f  it were refolved to do fo, by reafon o f it’ s great ex
tent, we direfted General Smith to leave in it a fufficient garrifon o f the Company’s 
troops, with a proper quantity of ftores for it’s defence, and on no account to de
liver it up without our exprefs orders ; in the mean time we advifed the Na^bobfo 
inltruft his Son to require punftual performance o f every article o f the agreemem. 
T he Rsgah had engaged to pay certain fums o f money, and to deliver up certam- 
jewels, and other effcdb, taken from the Marawar, which it was probable he 
meant not to accomplifti; it ieemed therefore very juftifiable, in cafe o f failure, to 
recommence hoftilities ; and hoftilities recommenced on fuch grounds, woufd dlf- 
annul the whole agreement, and leave the p.irties at liberty to infift on frelh con
ditions on either f ia t : the Nabob’s Son was therefore inftrudted, in cafe this fhould 
happen, to demand, as a fin e qua non, the ceflion o f the fort o f Vellum. As we 
•onjeftured, fo it proved; the Rajah equivocated j our guns had not been drawn 
out o f the batteries; difpofitions were made for recommencing hoftilities; a frelh 
negotiation enfued ; the fort of Vellum, with the diftrifts o f Coiladdy and Elangad, 
were demanded and formally ceded by the Rajah. Thus ended the expedition* 

.and the army returned to Trichinopoly and it’s environs.

4 0 - The pecuniary advantages gained by the Nabob in the late expedition 
*ginft Tanjore, are as follow :

Twq
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T w o years’ Pcfhcufti due and xecovercii —  ------  8,00,000
lotereft on ditto —I  —  •—  ’ ------  77,000
ItVdcmnificafion iftlr the charges of the expcdirion ~  32,50,000
Nazir to Oaidat-ul-Omrah Brhaiider —  ------  3,00,000
Uiito to Mader-ul-Mulk Bcftaudcr ------  . , —  1,00,000

RltjweB 45,27,000
• ‘ r.

So mtich th e  Nabob *ckrrniv!cdges, of which eleven Lack^i afc already paid^ 
and one L ack  ahd feventy-feven thoufand arc now fhortly to be pal^ ; there will 
then remain rhirry-two Lacks and fifty thoiii'and, being the whole of fhe indem
nification for the charges of the army; which are to be paid in the courfe o f  two 
years, out o f the revenues of afligncd countries, valued at fixtcen Lacks and 
twenty-five thoufand per annum.

T he countries acquired, and their eftimated value, are as follow r

T he fort o f Vellum, to which neither diftrift nor revenue are annexed".
T h e diftrift of Elangad and Coiladdy ------  — «—  bo,00a

• T he diftridt o f Amy —  —- —  — ; 2,00,000
T h e fort and diftria of Hanamantagoody, taken by the Rajah")  ̂ qo q̂oo 

from Matawar, aud now given up to the Nabob —  J ’ ’

Per annum, Rupees 4,80,000

T h e  iewels,. elephants, 8cc. taken by the Rajah from MaraV^ar,* andi«5 <̂ givc» 
up-tcftfe Nabob, arc of fniall value.

4 1 . T he Nabob, fenfible of the importance o f the fort o f Vellum ,* requefted 
that a proper garrifoa of the Company’s troops, under the command o f a prudent 
and vigilant officer, m.ght be placed in i t ; and as Major Vaughan, from the 
bravery, fteadinefs, and prudence with which he diftinguifhed himfelf during the 
f i e g e  o f  Tanjore, appeared to us an officer worthy o f  fuch a truft, we have 
placed him in the conimandf. W e have been very particiUar and expreft in oxir 
inftrudtions to him,;}; to avoid all manner o f intercourfe wiih any o f the Tan- 
joreans, and to be well on his guard againft treachcry or furprizej as the grett 
importance o f the place will naturally lead the Rajah to try all means to regaia 
pofirffion o f i t ; and it’s proximity to Tanjore might afford him opportunities, i f  
the utinoft precaution were not taken.

42. Having, purfuant to your orders, made public H is Majefty'S Letters-Pa-‘ 
tent refpedling plunder and bw ty, together with your commands relative thereto; 
we recciyed, during the Tanjore expedition, a letter from General Smith§, inform-

* Vide Pago 897. t  I’age 838. |  P»£e 812. § Appendix No. XXIII, Page 814,
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ing us, that the Nabob’s Son, Otndat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr, had made a propofal to 
the army, of giving them fevett Lacks o f Rupees in cafe Tanjore (hould be cakcn, 
provided that what (hould be found in It, as well as what had been and might 
be taken during the expedition, vvere delivered up to him ; which propofal the 
officers unanimoufly rejeaed, but Teemed difpofed to acccpr o f double what 
each officer received at Madura-, and for fuch a conlideration they would relinquifli 
their claim to that proportion o f the fpoil which had been allotted them by your 
orders, in confequence o f the faid Lctters-Patent. As it appeared to us, that, ac
cording to the ulage o f war, the plunder o f any place taken by affault is the pro- 
jerty o f the individual troops that take it, and as we underftpod the offer o f 
even Lacks of Rupees to be made as an equivalent and re^.emption of fuch plun

der, we could not interfere ; for if it were the right o f the army, the army mi^ht 
relinquilh their right tor a confideration, or retain j t : had we given an opinion 
chati die offer was lufficient, we ffiould have difguftcd the army in the day of fer. 
vice -y had we given a contrary opinion, we ihould have diigulted the N abob; we 
did ileither: we remained filcnt, and ibon after were informed by General Smith, 
th.1t the Nal)ob’s Son had agreed to fatisfy the army by a gratuity, in cafe o f the 
capture o f the place, conformable to a paper which lie enclofed, by which every 
officcr would receive double what they received at Madura, which, upon a Qfof$ 
calculation, we found would amount, in the whole, to about four Lacks and 
fixty thoufand Pagodas to the Company’s forccs only, exclufive o f the N abob’s 
own troops then before Tanjore. Large as this fum was to the whole, the Field 
Officers were diffatisfied with the diftribution, as tiie Staff were allowed d juble 
pro[i»)rtion3 •, for which, and other reafons, they wiflied the whole to be caft into one 
lum, and the divifion left to the Prefident and Council. In the former cafe, wc 
declined to give an opinion, left we fliould offend either the Nabob or the army 
in the prefent cafe, wc propofed to defer our opinion ’till the conclufion o f the 
expedition, left we fliould offend the General or the Field Officers, who differed 
on the point o f diltributifTn, and the Nabob alfo, who ha’d declared the fpecific 
fums to each. In a few days after the receipt o f this appeal, we received advice 
o f the conclufion o f peace; and were informed by General Smith, that a ftipula- 
tion had been madfi with the Jiajah for five Lacks o f Rupees, as a prelirnt to the 
arm y; which he recommended to our protedtion, in hopes o f obtaining fomc 
addition from the Nabob to that promifed gratuity. On the ether hand, the Na
bob complained o f the ftipulation in favour o f the army, alleged thit it was a 
dangerous precedent, that he acknowledged no right whatever in the army to any 
'■ompenlation, and that he never would fubmit to the payment o f one Rujice, as 
a matter of righ t; but that if  the army would filently rt-lv on his generofify, he 
Ihould not be backward in gratifying them, when it might be convenient to him.

‘ There appeared to us no.difficulty in determining the rigid line o f right; b u fit 
appeared impofTible to give an opinion which fhould fatisfy every one; in thia 
cafe therefore, as in all others, where fonie niuft be offended, we have endea
voured to be ilridlly juft; though we wiflied it had been in our power, confiftcntly 
with our duty, to have favoured the army, and gratified their exportations in 
.romc degree, out o f good policy, as well as inclination. Upon reference to the

11 E pr-occedings
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jroceedings • ,  your Honours will be folly informed o f evtry particular cii"ciini-
lance. Our leticr -o (.it-ner.il Smith of the 26th Novemberf contains A rt-cital o f 

what has pafled on the fubicft, together wiih our fentimentS and opinion thereon; 
this letter was communjcatecl and explained fu'iy to the N'abbb before it was fent 
au ay, and met with his entire approval; wc therctore beg kave to refer the fame 
to jour attentive confidcration, as we wirti to have your fcntimcnts to guide us on 
any future occafion. ‘ ’

Extract o f  L etter from  the SeleSi Committee at Fort St. Geerge, dated iS th  February, 1772, 
R eced ed  in London, lo th  S'ptember^ * 7 7 2 *

12. T H O U G H  all the nneafures relative to the expedition to Tanjore were 
previoully concerted by the Seleft Coinmittee, yet as the fanftion o f the Bbard 
was neccH'ary, they became ultimately the mcafures o f the Board, and yoi' are 
therefore advifed of the whole from that department. Some reflexions may ne- 
verthelcfs be proper here. 1 anjore has certamly been humbled, and thcpoffefTion 

.o f  the fort o f Vellum is undoubtedly a great check upon i t ; but the Tanjoreans 
*havie been fo exafperated by the Nabob, and they arc fo firmly pcr/iiade-d o f his 
intentions to conquer the whole whenever he fliall find a favourabit opportunity, 
that we look upon as certain, that fliould any troubles arife in the Carnatitk, wlie- 
ther from the Frcnch or a country enemy, and prefent to the Rajah a probability 
o f freeing himfelf from his apprehenfions o f the Nabob, he would take part againft 
him, and at fuch a time might be a dangerous enemy in the South : it was dpon 
this conviftion, that when the differences between the Nabob and the Rajah rofe 
tx) fuch a height, as that it became neceffary to attack him in his capital, we fe- 
rioufty wiflicd to reduce it entirely, and the whole country. Your HftnotirS will 
lee by our Minutes what our firll idc£swcre on this fubjedi ; how wc were obliged 
to rccede, and at laft to refign ourfelves to the Nabob to r  want o f powers.to con
trol him. W e have not ventured to giA-e an opinion whethrr the Nabob really 
intended the conqueft of the place or not ; that his earneft wilhes arc to poflefs 
it and the country, and all Indoftan, if he could, wc have no  doubt; burin  a 
jealous ntind there are ever rifing fears, which tountcrbalancc every wifh. A l
though wc do moft confidently believe that there has been an underftanding be
tween the Nabob and the Marattas, (the terrible threats denounced by them, and 
the cafe with which he has procured their return into the Halaghaut prove it)} 
yet wc believe he was really apprehenfive of their efpoufing the caufe o f I'anjore 
^erioufly, had the place been taken ; not out of attachment to the Rajah, but to 
fharc the booty. But what opprcffed his mind much more, as we verily be
lieve, was his apprehenfion o f a latent purpofe in the Company, at a convenient 
time, to take the country from him. It is in vain that your Honours think to re
move his apprehenfions, by recalling to his niemory the generous fupporr you 
have given him ; he feels no fuch principles in himfelf, and cannot conceive i: to

be
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be pofEble they Ihould exift in o’ hcrs. He has however, by the late expedition, 
accomplifhed, or he thinks he has accomplilLed, what, next to the fjoireffion o f 
the whole, he has been moft anxious to effc£t. 1  he (’ oinpan^’s guaranty o f the 
Treaty o f .  76a has b e e n  a rankling thorn in his fide-, by t h i s  quarrel and ac
commodation with the Rajah, he fancies he has removed that reftraint, and may 
henccforth exercife authority in any way that may beft fuit his views, without 
hazard o f oUr internolltion. W c explained our ideas o f the Government o f 
Tanjore, and the iVftem o f it’s dependence an^ connexion, very clearly in our ad- 
drefs by the B r i t a n n i a ,  dated the 3 ift January, 1770, Paragraphs 3 and 9* ; we fee 
no caufe to change our opinion in any refpeft ; and if  your Honours will be pleafed 
to conftder attentively ail the motives for our late meafares, yon will find that we 
were determined by necefiity and not by choice. W irh refpeft to the guaranty o f 

- the treaty o f 1762 between the Nabob and the Rajah, we are under fome doubts, 
whether, according to the law and ufage o f nations, it is abolilhed or ftill in force. 
T h e  Rajah, upon a plc'.i o f injuftice on the part o f  the Nabob, declined to co;uply 
•witlf the t«rms o f the treaty, by pundtually paying the Pe/hcufh f as guarantees 
we interpofed, and marclned a force to compel h im ; open war enfiied; the Rajah 
in the end fubmits, pays the P.efliculh, with a further furn a s  an indemnification for 
the charges o f the w ar; a new treaty pafles between the Nabob and him, in v.iiiirh 
wc have no part, and in which not a word is mentioned o f the trenty o f 176J, 
nor a word in refpect to tlic psynient o f the Ptfhcufli in future, nor o f it’s rc- 
milBon. The queflion is, whether that treaty and guaranty are or are not virtu
ally reftored. W e have carefully avoided any hint to the Nabob on this fub- 
jcit, either for or againft the quertion ; and the Nabob is equally rcferved : how 
long it may be poffible to preferve this lilence, will depend on circumftances; for 
whenever a cafe may happen that {hall require a decifive mcafure, our comluil in 
the one cafe or the other would be very different. W e  therefore hop<? yoar Ho-.’ 
nours will fee the ne(c*ffity o f tracing a ftrong line for the guidance o f your G o 
vernment in this rcfpefl. I f  you refiime the right, or rather acknowledge the 
Company ftill bound by their guaianfy o f 1762, it will be abfolutely necelTary 
that you empower your Government conridcntially to carry it ciTedually into exe
cution, by exerting the right, and interpofing power, i f  necciTaryj to prevent in- 
juflice to the l<.ajah. Had your Government here flood in fuch a degree o f coiifi* 
dence with their Conftituents, as that they might have entertained a reafonable 
hope o f fuppoit and juftification in an impartial and fpirited conduct, the part 
they fljould have taken ought no doubt to have been th is:— Upon tlie Rajah’s 
complaint that he was entitled to an indemnification for the expenfes heitiftained 
in the affiftance given to the Nabob in the late war, and that the Marawar and 

 ̂ Nalcooty Poligars with-held from him his juft r igh ts ; on the other hand,- the 
Nabob complaining that the Rajah with-held the Pelhciifli unjuftJy, had no right 
to the indemnification he demanded, nor any juft claim on Marawar and N alcooty; 
this Government, as guarantees, ought to have marched a force to maintain pwrace 
between the complaining partiei, to have required Deputies from both, to ftats 
the demands o f each refpeitivelv, and, upon a fair dilcuifion, to have d«ecided be-

f  Sec i’agc 937.
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tween them ; and to have enforced the decifion, whether in favour o f the Nabob, 
or in favour « f the Rajah ; but ypur Governntient here did not dare to a it fuch r. 
part. Jt was plain from your orders to this Committee, under date the 17 th Marcii 
176<>, as well as fubfequent orders, that you thought the Rajah ftood in a degree 
o f favour with this Government, which you did not approve; and that you 
adopted all the Nabob’s ideas of levying Crores as an equitable pretenfion, be- 
caule other Subahs had done fo. At the fame time the Minifter o f the Crown, 
ranging himfelf on the fide of the Nabob, received all his complaints againll the 
Rajah as gofpel j attacked us openly, but with flagrant injuftice, and accufed us 
o f with-holding that afliftance from the Nabob which our truft required. The 
defigns o f the Miniftry are plain, and we know the extent o f minifterial power; 
we (hould othcrwife have thought a refutation needlefs, and have configned fuch 
partial zeal to contempt and oblivion.

T he Rajah, fo early as September 1770*, reprcfentcd to the Prc>fident his apnre- 
henfions of the Nabob’s dcfigns and reprefentations to the K ing’s Minifter; but 
finding no tendency to redrcfs, and feeing the weakncfsof this Government, and it’s 
inability to proteft him. Too haftily and indifcrectly ftood forth in open oppofitioni 
mbit probably expedting fupport either from the French or the Marattas. The con- 
teft hath ended not dilhonourably to the Company’s arms, but we hope your H o
nours will not, <mthat ground, be too confident o f future fucccfs, even at the ha
zard o f being thought timid. A fteady regard for the public welfare obliges us to 
fay, we are amazed that we have "ot rhus far fo w e ll; and if your Honours will at- 
ttntively conPider every embarraument in which we have been entangled by the N a
bob ; his chicanery in refpeft to money and provifions ; his views to compel us into 
a Maratta alliance •, his wifhes to poflefs Tanjorc; his fears o f the Company if  it 
werefubdued ; his hope of fupport againft the Company from the Crown ; and his 
jealoufy o f the future effediseven of that fupport, we think your Plonours will fee 
caufe to rejoice that we arc in no worfe ftate at prefent. Should your Honours 
think it beft to revive the guaranty, and take it upon you, we are perfuaded the 
Nabob will oppofe it by every means in his power; and it will certainly be the caufe 
o f a frefh quarrel with him: but (liould that be got over, and the guaranty î e ac
knowledged ; and, at the fame time, ftould your Government, from whatever caufc, 
not to be relieved from it’s prefent weaknefs in refpeft to the Nabob ; his dcfigns 
aj^ainft Tanjore, or fome other indireft purpole, may again drag you into hofli'icy. 
It you do not refume the guaranty, but leave the Rajah wholly at the mcrcy of the 
N abob, we do not hcfitatc to declare it as our opinion, that his apprehenfions o f 
the Nabob arc fo great, that whenever we ihall be involved in trouble, he will be
come dangerous, and take part againft us, to fave himfelf from impending ruin, 
ftould he fee a probability of fucccfs. Our conclufion is, that one of thefc decifive 
roeafures fhould be adopted with firmnefs and vigour; either to take Tanjore openly 
and avowedly under your protedion, and give him proofs o f your impartial juftice, 
which we think even now, notwithftanding what has naflcd, will bind him firmly to 
y o u r  intereft j or to conquer and fubdue him totally 5 but in the latter cafe, the con- 
fcquent arrangements will be matter of the moft ferious confideraiion. W hat wc

faid
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f a i d  o n  t h i s  fubjca the Britannia contains out fpnfej and fince the year lyrtS, 
fuch lights have- been ihrovvn on the Nabob’s charadVer and conduit, as may amply 
lufiiceto tnable vour Honours to determine with juftice and prrpriety : wc there* 
fore only add, that every day convinces us we have not been miftaken, and we con
firm every word we have wrote,

hx tra8  c f  L etter from  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military
Department^ to tke Comt o f  DireSiors, dated i^ tb  Octoi>er  ̂ 1772. R eceived iu
London, loth ^>rilt 1773*

58 IN thc42d paragraph o f our addrefs per Lord North, we laid before your 
Honours an account of what pafled refpedling the donation which the troops ex* 
pcfted from the Nabob for the expedition againft Tiinjore ; we at the fame time 
e x p l a i n e d  to your Honours our ideas and fentiments on that (ubjedt. T he Nabob 
has fince informed the Prefident, that he propofcd making the troops a prefcnt of 
five Lacks and ten thouland Rupees on that account: he has been very particular 
in expreffing, that he admits of no right in the army to any compenfation ; that he 
offers this gratuity in CQnIequence o f their renouncing all right, claim, or pretenfion j 
that he offers it as a free and voluntary gift, and it muft be fo received, or not at all; 
he has wrote a letter* to us on the fu b tft, to which, and to our anfwer f ,  we beg 
your Honours will be referred. Notwithftandingthcfe declarations, your Honours 
will be pleafed to obferve, that in his letter * quoted in the laft paragraph, a 
doubt is fuggefted, whether his own troops Ihould not fhare in this intended gra
tuity. Our anfwer was founded on his own declarations.

•

ExtraSl o f  L etter fr om  the SeleB Committee at Fort St. George^ dated ^\fl January^ 1770.
R eceived  in London, ^% tbJufy, 1770.

Par. 3. W I T H  refpeft to the meafures you have been pleafed to recommend 
with regard to the Rajah o f Tanjore; in deliberating on this matter, it became ne- 
ceflTaryforus to take every circumftance under confideration, and to weigh well the 
means we had of undertaking an expedition againft him, as well as the conlequen- 
ces to be expedled therefrom. As your Honours, at the time you rtcommended this 
meafure, had before you the treaty entered into between the Nabob and R a j a h ,  

to which the Company became guarantees, you were confequently c o m p e t e n t  

judge's how far that guaranty or engagement ought fo operate. W c  fhoitld not 
therefoi'* have hefitated from any doubt on that lubjedt, but fhould certainly have 

. endeavoured to carry your commands into immediate execution, had not our fitua- 
lion, and other circumftances, o f which you could not have been informed, ren
dered fuch an undertaking impradticable, as well as, in our judgment, impolitic at 
this jundture.

4 - The province o f Tanjore being fo fituated, a» that the Carnatick muft ever be 
a natural barrier to it againft invaders by land, it is undoubtedly moft reafonable
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that it rtiould always bear a part of the charge o f repelling fiich invader?. This prin
ciple, though n<»t eftablilhfd by any particular«onjpaC>, tre;uy, or agrtenxnr, is clear 
and dcttrniinate; as rtfu'ting from fquity, and the natural rights o f Govcrnmeivts : 
but th<* mode and quantum art- not fo dc-ccru)inatc, and mull depend either on tl}e 
vlage o f former times— on particular compadl— or on atbitrany power. The ftipu- 
lared tribute paid by Tanjorc to the Carnatick, in peace as well as in war, fliould 
wc think, be confidered only as an acknowledgment o f fuperi(*)rity What quota o f 
troops or trcalure ihould be furnifhed in time of war we cannot akeitain, either 
by ufage or compa£l; it appears therefore to iis to have been arbitrary; that is to 
fay, the Government of the Carnatick hath exadled whatever it had power 
to compel, and Tanjore hath refufed fuccours or ir.oney, as far as the 
Government thought it had power to fupport fuch refulal. As this is by
no means peculiar to thefe two States, the fame principle prevails invariably 
throughout Indoftan: upon this principle, which is wholly that o f power, it 
is certainly contrary to found policy ot the Carnatick .0 fuffcr the exiftenoe 
o f fuch a State; and there can be no doubt but that the rulers o f the Carnntick 
would have long ago reduced 7'anjore to the fame terms as other dependent Rajah- 
Ihips, had not Tanjore been fufficiently powerful in itfelf, or by connexion, to op- 
pofe fuch attempts efFecflually. Upon this reafoning therefore jt appears to us, 
that if the Nabob of the Carnatick pofiefled the whole power o f the Carnatick, it 
would be good policy in h/m, and confiftent with the principles o f the Indoftan 
Governments, to reduce Tanjore to the fame terms ot obedience and control that 
other Rajahs have been reduced tO; and if the Company pofiefled the whole power 
o f theCarnatick, it would be equal good policy in the Company to do lib: but it is a 
great queftion with us, whether it v/ould be good policy in the. Cuuii>any to fuficr 
the N abobof the Carnatick to reduce I'aniore, if  he were powerful enough o f him- 
felf to do fo ; and it is another queftion with u?, upon the prelent divided fyltem of 
power in the Carnatick, i f  it would he good policy in the Company, to reduce ‘tan jore, and 
p la ce it under the management and control o f  the Nabob : w e incline to the opinion, that it 
w ou ldnot •, but that whi.ft the piefent lyftem, or want of fyften), remains between 
the Company and the Carnatick, if the reduction o f Tanjore fhould be refolved on, 
it would be more advilable for the Company to retain it in their own pofleflion, or, 
rcferving the fovereignty, place in the management o f it either the prelcnt Rajah 
or any other Subje<5t, under fuch limitations and conditions as might make him ufc- 
ful, but put it out of his power to be dangerous. The improj>rjety and inconve
nience of fuch a State fubfilling in the heart of the province, 1$ evident from the 
Rajah’s condudt iu the late war with Hyder Ally. The jundtlon o f his troops, 
paiticularly his cavalry, to our army, might have greatly conttibutcd to the pre
vention of thofe ravages which the Carnatick fuftalned; but that would have ex[K)fed 

the 7 'aiyore country to the refentment of the common enemy, and the Rajah* 
thought b e  faiv his particular intercft in purchafing a pcai-c for his own country. 
7 'his condu(5t in the Rajah might now funiifli us with a jult plea for calling him to 
account; but when your Honours are informed of all our reafons for declining fuch 
an attempt at this time, wc tiatter ourfclvti that our conduA will meet with your 
ai)probaiion.
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8. Your Honours have already been adviffd by the Thames, o f  the urgent man
ner in which Hyder Ally prefleci that the Rajah o f Tanjore Ihould be included in 
the treaty, o f his motives for prtfHng that point, and o f our’s for including the 
Rajah, as a friend and ally o f the Carnatick : we fee nothing in that articlc o f the 
treaty which ought to re l tra irt  us from calling him to an account, i f  other circum- 
ftances were favourable i but whilft the prelent rooted eiimity fubfitts between 
the Nabob and Hyder A lly pcrfonally, we cannot doubt but that the latter will 
take all occafions to diltrefs the Carnatick j and Ihould he compromife his affairs 
with the Marattas and the Subah, a fairer opportunity could never prefent 
itfelf; and we might fail in our attempt, and find ourfelves again involved in a 
ruinous war, without money, and without refources; for all which reafons, 
we are humbly o f opinion, that in our prefent circumftances fuch an undertaking 
is not advifable 1 and that whenever it be attempted, it Ihould be under fuch fa
vourable circumftances as Hiould leave no doubt o f fuccefs. Thefc are the mo
tives which have hitherto prevented our taking any mesfurcs for carrying your 
commands into execution, although the Rajah certainly del'erves chaftifement; 
and not only for the fupply o f money and provifions he furnilhed the enemy with 
inftead o f affifting us, but for fince delaying the payment o f  the Pefhcufb, which 
was due in July laft, under pretence o f poverty, and foliciting to have the whole 
remitted, in confideration of the expenfe o f the troops he lent to our affiftance du
ring the late war, and which gave us no alTiftance. The Nabob, who wifties for 
nothing more earnertly than to fee the Rajah humbled, has ftrenuoufly urged us 
to compel him to conform to his engagements, alleging, that it is not cuftomary 
to make any allowance for troops furnifhed by a tributary to his fuperior, unlefs 
they are employed out o f the province: this may be true, although it is afcer- 
tained to us by no better teftimony than the Nabob’s. fVe believe it tv be the 
cu lorn to allow Batta even to the troops o f  thofe Rajahs or Polligars who are in abfoUite 
fu .je8 ion\  and it is certain the Nabob did remit a year’s Pefticulh to the Rajah 
of Tanjore, in confideration of the affiftance he gave at the fiege of Madura •, but 
whether that were a voluntary gifi, or as a cuAomary gratuity for fuch fervice, 
we cannot te ll: the Nabob anerts the former, the Rajah the latter. believe, 
as zve have already obferved, that nothing has ev er  been precifely afceriained on this fubjcEl 
beti&een the Carnatick and Tanjore; po-juer has determined it in times pa ji, and p ow er  
Jhould determine it nozv, but as it is not altogether convenient at this time, for the 
reafons before given, we wrote to the Rajah in fuch terms as leaves ihe default 
open to future cenfure, but expreffing our expedation that he comply with ihe 
article o f the treaty concerning the Pclhcufh, which we have guarantied ; to which 
letter've beg leave to refer*.

9. With refpcft to the Nabob, we have thought it neceflary to keep him in en
tire ignorance o f your commands on this /'ubjcd, being I'enfible that had he the 
lead intimaiion o f fuch a defign, it would not long remain a fecrct; and lijch an 
alarm to the Rajah might be as prejudicial, in the prefent (late o f  affair.', the 
aftual auempt. Far therefore from giving the Nabob any roonj to cxpctf any ho-

fti lc
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ftile  meafuiTS on m ir part againft the Raiah, w c have reprcfcnted to him, /m w i  
think the fa£l is, that the Rajah has thus prejvm td to deh^ his payment, upon the tn- 
couragement w h ich  he draw s from  the apparent difunion o f  the Company and the Nabobs 
and the real wcakncfs of both, rcfulcing from the Nabob’s re^ufing us in our dif- 
trels the aid o f  money, without which tht militaiy {X)Wcr, which is in our hands, 
muft be inaftive, and by his obftinate oppofition to chc arrangements recom
mended in your commands to us in refpeft to his private debts, creating thereby 
and fupporiing a general ferment in the colonyi
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E N D I X.

N U M B E R  X X V I .

ExtraBs of the Proceedings of the SeleSi Committee and o f the 

Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George  ̂ relative to an 

Expedition againji the Great and Little Marawars^ (or 

Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars) in the Tear 1 7 7 2 .

ExtraB o f  Proceedings o f  the SeleSl Committee at F6rt St. George, Thurfiiay, j t h
November, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pr^ Efquire, Governor, Prrfidcnt.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardlcy.

Read a letter from the Nabob, received the 3d Inftant.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor D a Pr^, dated and received  %d Nvuember
1771.

IN  my former letters I acquainted you o f theftateof dependence and fubjedtion 
in which the Marawar and Nalcooty Zemindars, and alfo Tondiman, were in 

to the Governors o f Trichinopoly during the time of the Rajahs o f  that place. 
Their flate o f fubjeftion and obedience was fuch, that i f  the Rajah either ordered 
them upon any fervice, or fent for them to him, the fame was immediately com- 
>>ied \̂ ith ; and in cafe o f negleft o f any bulinefs, or the bringing o f a lefs 

: orce than whnt was eftabiilhed, in the fame manner as deduftions arc made
from the pay o f fervants, the Kajahs ufed to take credit in the revenues o f the
diftndts intrufted to thofe Zemindars, and to rcceivc their Pelhculh likewife. In
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confcqucnce o f rh« Rajah o f Tanjorc proceeding againft them, and their 
rrpcated requcfts in the mofl preffing manner for afliftance, 1 addreflcd the 
Governor and Council feveral times on this fubjed:, and got a force J'cnt, owing 
to which the Rajah returned ; and it was merely on that account that the-army, 
with my Son Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaiider was fent againft Tanjorc: hut notwitJi- 
ftanding I wrote to thofe Zemindars to a(Tift me with provifions and their troops, 
neither the Marawar nor Nalcooty Zemindars font ro the army a fingle man, 
or fuj)plied if from their countries with a fingle grain of provifion ; and, con
trary to the fpirit o f obedience, do not pay their ftated Pefhculh: befidcs, they keep 
in their woods the infolent Coileries, and notorious thieves o f the Madura and 
Tinncvelly countries, who, through the fupport and protedlion o f thofe Ze
mindars, moled the inhabitants of tlie villages o f thofe countries in the cultivation 
o f the lands, and hold in their pofleflion fome diftrifts belonging to Madura, 
which were before in mine: I am defirous therefore, by God’s blcfiing, o f fending 
my Son afore-mentioned, with full powers to punifli thofe Zemindars, and to put 
under his orders four battalions of Sepoys, and the horfe in the Circar’s fervicej 
flattering myfclf at the fame time, that out o f your real favour and kindnefs, 
and in confideration of the tranquillity o f the country and the eafe o f the in
habitants, you will empower the General to fend a few foldiers and artillery-men, 
and fome heavy pieces of cannon, together with fomc battalions o f Sepoys, 
many as my Son and the General fhall think proper) to go with my Son under 
the command o f fome one, or that the General may go h im fe lf— that I may in 
confequence of this write to my Son to prepare himfelf for the punifhment of the 
faid Marawar and Nalcooty Zemindars, and the deftroying tlic places they have 
pofTefled themfelves of; alfo that I may write to the Rajah o f Tanjorc and 
Tondlman to fend their troops to accompany him. A s it is neceflary that tl:efe 
orders (hould be received while the army is in the parts they ^ow arc, thp fooner 
you favour me, by fending away the orders to the General, I lhall cfteem it 
as proceeding trom the fincerity of your regard.

W hat can 1 fay more ?

The Prefident acquaints the Committee, that the Nabob yefterday morning 
carneftly requefted, that the Board would immediately come to fome refblution 
on the uibjcift: o f the above letter, while the troops arc now collefted in the South, 
that he might fend the neceflary inftrudions to his Son, and call on jhc Rajah o f 
Tanjore and Tondiman to fend their troops •, but when the Prefident defired to 
be iTiformed what were the Nabob’s intentions in this expedition, be fa id  that ke 
meant to extirpate thofe Polligars entire^.

T he Committee think it unneceflary at prefent to enter into a difcu/Hon o f  the 
propriety or expediency o f complying with the Nabob’s requifition 1 efpecially 
as matters are notyec, we undertland, finally concluded at Tanjore, and nothing 
can we apprehend be attempted during the rains; and by the time they are over, 
wc may be able to determine, from the fituation o f affairs between the Marattas 
and Hyder A lly, how far it may be pnident to undertake an expedition. In thq

4  mean
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mean time we are o f opinion, that General Smith fhould be inftrufted to obtain 
the beft information he can with regard to the nature o f the country, the number 
and ftrenp t̂h o f the forts, what troops are kept up by the Marawar and Nalcooty 
Polligars, and the force that will be required to reduce them, and to advifc us 
thereof j giving his opinion at the fame time, whether it be more advifable to 
attempt it immediately, or wait until the rains are over, that we may take our 
meafures accordingly, fliould it be thought prudent to undertake the expedition 
either during or afccr the rains. And as the giving the Marawar and Nalcooty 
Polligars any alarm may be attended with bad confequences, whether we do or 
do not refolve to proceed againft them^ General Smith is to be defired to be care-- 
ful that the intimation given liim do not tranfpire.

R e s o l v e d , T hat the Nabob’s letter and the above Minute be communicated 
to the Board, and if  approved, that advice be fent to General Smith accordingly.

Jof. Du Pr^
Warren Mailings 
Sam'. Ardley.

A T  A  C O N S U L T A T I O N ,  Thurfday, 7th November, 

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pr6 Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Warren Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry B r o o k e ---------------------
John Whitehill George Mackay.

T H E  Seleft Committee lay before the Board the letter from the Nabob dated 
the 3d inftant*, defiring that a force may befent againft the Marawar and N al
cooty Polligars, with the opinion o f thcCom m ittee thereon, as recited in their 
Minutes o f this day, in which the Board concur: conformable which, a para
graph is inferted in the draught o f  the letter now prepared to be ftnt to Gencrai 
Smith, as entered in the fubfequent Diary.

Jof. Du Pre 
Warren Haftings 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Hen rv Brooke

• John 'W hkehill
Geo. Mackay.
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E xtras o f  L etter from  the Prrjiden' and Council at Fort St. George to General Smithy
dated 'jth November, 1771.

T H R  Nabob hath informed us, that the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars, 
although they were fummoned to attend with their troops on the late expedition, 
neither did fo, nor furnilhed any fupplies o f provifions ; for wliich, and other mif- 
demeanors, he defires the Connpany’s afliftance to call them to account. W c 
defire you will give us your opinion upon this fubjeft;— what places o f ftrength 
they poflefs i— what forces ;— what artillery and ftores may be neceflary to reduce 
them to obedience;— whether an expedition for that purpofe can with pro
priety be now i m m e d i a t e l y  undertaken ; —what time it may require ■,— or whether 
It will be more advifable to defer it 'till the expefted rains arc over.

W e  wifli to have this propofition o f the Nabob’s, and this our application to 
you on the fubjeft, kept fecret ■, for as we are by no means refolved to undertake 
fuch an expedition, nor have we had time or opportunity to confider o f the pro
priety or expediency o f fuch an undertaking, it might be o f great prejudice if 
thofe Polligars (hould be alarmed with the’ apprehenfions o f fuch an intention. But 
not being fufficiently ac(^uainted with their flrength and refources, we wifh to be 
aflifted by fuch informations as you may be able to give us, tnat we may be the 
better prepared to form a judgment at a proper time.

ExtraEt c f  Letter from  the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du P re, dated 
,  13/A Novembery * 7 7 1 •

E N C L O S E D  I fend you an extraft o f a letter from Omdat-ul-Omrah 
Behauder, advifing o f the Marawar, &c. not having fent their afTiftance 'till the 
conclufion o f peace j alfo a copy of a letter received from tlie Marawar, by 
which you will fee how much artifice the faid Zemindars poflefs, and how falfely 
they write. 1 fome time ago wrote to you, defiring you would fend an order to 
General Smith refpefting their punifliment; and a§ the troops arc now aflembled 
n e a r  to their country, the fooner the order goes the better ; give me leave to 
requeft it therefore o f you.

W^hat can I fay more

ExtraSl o f  a Letter from  Omdat-ul-Ontrah Behauder to the Nabob, dated
2^th OHobery 1771.

T H E  infolence o f the Marawar and Nalcooty Zemindars is come to that pafs 
as exceeds defcription j they neither came themfelves to the arni',’, nor afllflf d it 
with the fiiiallcft thing ; and have wrote me letters befidts, fctting forth they 
liioold take polTeiTion o f their own country themfelves ; and it is faid, indeed, that
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the Marawar Zemindar has taken pofTeffion o f the Fort o f Armogam. For 
thcfe reafons, I ftiall write to them the day after to-morrow, telling them, that, 
by Tiiod’s blelHng, the Circar’s bufinefs has been finiflied without the alFiftance 
of" any Country Power, that the army will now return to Trichinopoly, and there 
is no occal'ion for their coming. I f  your Highnefs propofes taking Ramnaut and 
the Nalcooty Man’s country, when can there be a finer army collefled together 
than the prefent ? If an order therefore from the Governor and Council to the 
General, agreeable to the order they gave in writing refpefting Tanjore, is re
ceived here, and your Highnefs, out o f your favour.and goodnefs, will intruft 
me with this expedition on the part of. the Circar, by G ad’s bleffing, 1 will con
quer them both in a very little time. Should your Highnefs’s plcafure be towards 
this, let the Governor write to the General, to take with him whatever troops I 
may defire and recommend to him ; for there is no occafion for fo many officers 
and Europeans, and ihey* add to tlie expenfe. The rains will be near over by the 
tiuie the army arrives at Trichinopoly and have pitched their tents there, as the 
former'will certainly take ten or fifteen days.

Copy o f a Letter from Batchy Pilla (Dalawaure to Safputly Marawar) to the Nabob. R e
ceived by the Nabob, 10th November, 1 7 7 1 .

I H A D  the honour to advife your Highnefs lately o f the tranfadlions here 
particularly; from which, and the reprefentation o f Subyah, Son of Cauwaury 
Kungah, Vackeel, your Highnefs is ])robably acquainted therewith. Conform
able to your Highnefs’s orders, I fent with Rehemaun A lly Khan, my Son,, with 
fome troops and feme merchants belonging to this country, alfo 1000 fheep for the 
vidtorious army employed upon the expedition againft Tanjore, as your Highnefs 
has probably been advifed before by letters from me and the faid Rehemaun 
Eaur Khan. I am both night and day ready for the Circar’s bufinefs, and exerting 
myfelf therein. By G od’s blefling, and your Highnefs’s aufpices, after the vidori- 
ous army had fct down before Tanjore, I went with my troops, and recovered 
the whole o f the country which the Rajah o f  Tanjore harl before taken from us ; 
I flatter myfelf therefore that your Highnefs will fliower down your favours 
upon me, who for this long time have been as a Son to your Highnefs, and iflue 
3ofitive orders to the Rajah o f Tanjore, not to give me any moieftation or trou- 
jle about this country ; and that I may be honoured alfo with having the fame 

confirnned to me by your Highnefe, and thereby have my mind entirely at eafc. I 
fliall comply with your Highnefs’s orders in whatever bufinefs it be. J have no 

•help or fupport but your Highnefs ; your Highnefs’s countenance and favour 
therefore arc neceffary in every ftiape.

I have mentioned this as in duty bound.

* The word is not in the copy.

II  H  ExtraSl



ExtmSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. Ceorg*^ in their Military
Department, i 2>th November, *772.

ExtraSl o f  Letter from  General Smith to ihe Prefident and Council, dated Camj>, 3 Miles
fF. oj Vellum, n t h  Novem'er, J771.

I A M  a total ftranger to the Marawar country, having never been employed 
in thofc parts, but 1 fhall endeavour to gain the beft inform ition with refpedt to 
his ftrcngth, forts, the nature o f  the country, and fuch other points ns may be 
requifite to know tre any expedition can take place, and inform you thereof! 
It is moft certain, that they have nor yielded the Nabob the leaft a llia n ce  during 
the ficge, nor did they appear ’till all was over.

A T  A  S E L E C T  C O M M I T T E E ,  Thurfday, Noveaiber, 1771,

P R E S E N T ,
4

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

W a i r c n  Haft ings Samuel Ardley.

T H E  Prefiderrt acquaints the Committee, that the Nabob had been very 
x a r n e f t  in prcfling the expedition againft the Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars; 
that he had not been able to give the Nabob any determinate anfwcr therwiporii, 
-as the Committee had deferred entering into a difcufTion o f the propriety 01 ex* 
,pedi«icy o f the meafure, at leaft until General Smith coukl give us his opinion 
•on the feveral points recqnirncndcd ro hie enquiry and confideration in the letter 
from the Boa'd o f the 7th inftant*. The Prefident further acquaints the Com- 
m ittec, that he has this day received a letter from General Smith, <lttted the 
17th, advifjn;g, that lie h:id.not yet been able to obtain the information j’equired 
by the Board regarding the M ar aw ar  and Nalcooty Poliigars, but hoped in a ihort 
time to be -able to furnifh the Board with the ncceTfary information on this 
head. That as the Nabob is corrtinually prefTjng; him, the Prefident, on the 
■'fubjeft, he thinks it necefTavv that the Commitcet Jhould no longer delay taking 
the matter under their confideration, thtrr he may be enabled to give tlK: Nabab 
Tuch anl'wers as may be conformable to the Centimcnrs o f the Committer.

T h e Committee theretipcm now proceed to enter into a difcufiion o f  the .pro
priety and expediency of complying with the Nabob’s rec^ifition, in fending a 
Ibrce immediately to.reducc the Marawar and Nolco(JtyPalHgars.

The principal obje<flion whidi bccurs to the undertaking that or any other 
- e x p e d i t i o n  at this juncture, is the probability o f the Marattus entering the P>o- 

v i n c e  while our troops arc employed at fuch a diftance, as to prevent our afiem- 
i)iujcr aXuSicicfltfbrcc-to oppofc their ravage*  ̂ and we have all reafou^o believu* 

“  tha;
♦ Vide Page 9i4 .̂
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that !h<* d< fign<! f  ihf M rartas are to invade this country, unlels the Nabob can 
'find flirans cun.proxi il'. with ihtnn for a liun of mont-y.

Howf'vrr itrikingthis ol jrcftion m.17 at fir(l view apprar, we think ir is not of 
fuflkitrn w 'ght to jjreveiu our taking immrdiatt nicafuic'- :or re. unng the Ma- 
fawar ari(, N. lco'>ry Foll'gars to a propci llatc of lubjeftion, if ilitir rcdiidion bc 
advridUlc in oitici fi-lpcCts.

W e havf frequently in our proceeding'; exprelTed ruir opinion, drawn from expe
rience n ihf* 'ate war, tnat weie our force in infantry much grtater than it is, we 
•coul I n e v e r  hope to prt’vent the ravage.s ctf hoi lej and were all our troops collefled in 
t l ie  mo<l advant.igeiius ftations, a few thouland cavaiiy would over-run the country, 
iviihout oui l>eing able effedualiy to hinder their depredarions. The force re
quired for the prelcnt iervice, will not oblige us to leave our garrilons lo bare as to 
fxpofe them to clajiger j and (here is no reaion to luppoie that ihe Mnra'ttas will 
venture to bring heavy artillery to atrernpt rive redutfbion of any o f  them; they 
Avell know luch an ariempt would expule them to a m.fear, and to the lofs oif 
their eun  ̂ and baggaf;c : their views will be confincil to jilunder, and the obcain- 
ing a lum of nwney troni the Nabob.

Had the expedition atriiinft Tanjore been undertaken at that feafon of the year 
■when it was firrt propoled, we are of opinion (lill, as we were then, that the Ma- 
rn ttas  would haveinade an effort to aflilt the 'I’anjoreans. Oiir advi<es f'om thfc 
JM ara t ta  army., for ibme time [)alt, mention the prelTing inftancts of the Rnjnh of 
'J'anjore -toTrim heck Row tor immediate aflirtance, and his promifes of givnng ir. 
"By our iflft intelligence: we aie infornied, rhar bills tor a very confiderable funt, lent 
by the R>iph, were received by Trimbeck Row ; who having thereupon called a 

council, it was refolved to leave a part of the army to oppuie Myder, and to march 
w u h th ereil to the relief ( f  'I'anjcjre. But ir nnill be cbfervcd, that the Ic-ttcrs 
which accompanied thofe remittances, wprelented the fiege o f Tanj-re as advan
cing, and theplace to^be in great danger of falling, if not fpcedily relieved ; and 
at the receipt of the letters it was not known in the Maratta arniy that a peac-e 
was concluded i we remain therelore in doubt whether, upon the receipt of the 
new* of the peace, the Marattas will defift from the above-mentioned iiwcntions o f 

-entering the Payen Xjhaut or not. If they fnould purfue thatdefign, we muft: in 
a very few days hear further o f their motions; and if  they Ihouid pals the 
■Ghauts, it is certain we mult for the preient deiilt from all thoughts o f reducing the 
Marswar andNalcooiy Poliigara, and col!c(fl a force nearer live center. If, upon the 
news of a peace witli Tanjore-, they fhouki defift for the prelent, but itili loeep in 

!  relerve their dcfign of invading the Pay«n Ghaut, which we flill think inoiil prolja- 
 ̂ b lc ; in that calcic is not Jikcly they will carry that intention into execution ’ till 

the latter end of January or F t bruary, unlefs they (hoiild iooner conclude a peace 
with Hyder. Our reafon for this opnion is, that from January to May an army of 
Maraitas tinghc Ixlt be lubfilled in the province, and thcir lavages would be molt 
^Icvcitij fe lt} liit traps btin" thta on the ground, part unreapcd, andp^rt in Itacki,

and
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and but little fccurcd in the fo rts: if there ore it were in our power, with infantry, 
to  preven t  their ravages, wc may hope that tlic expefiicion propoicd againft Marawar 
will be over before the time comts, when the depredations of the Marattas arc nioft 
to be apprehended.

W e come now to confider,— How far it is confiOfnt with the interefl: o f the Com
pany, in their prefen-: fyltejti with the Nabob, to aflilt him in reducing the Marawar 
and Nalcooty l^olligars to a proper fl.ite of dependency ;— aixl wc are clearly of opi
nion, that whether the power oi the Carnatick be 111 the hands of the Nabob, or the 
Company, it is equally for the incerelt of the Company that tlie Icveral Polligars 
fhould be kept in Inch a ftate of lubji'dion, as to prevent their b-ing able to raifc 
any difturbances or troubles in the country. The Marawar and Nnlcooty Po.ligars, 
have been generally bokcd upon as ill affeiflcd tow.irds ttie Nabob’s government i 
and their late conduft, in declining to fend any aiTillance to the army before Tanjorc, 
evidently (hews that they wen-not wc ll-w ilLe-s to the enterprize : not that they bear 
any good will to Tanjore, which would e([ual!y ex r̂ite their jealouly were it to attain 
an indi.-p«endency, but bccaule the Nabob’s power becomes dangerous to them as it 
becomes ftronger; there needs no a giiment to prove it. Thefe Polligars affeft inde
pendence, but being tributariiS of the I’richinopoly Circar, the Nabob’s ajni is to 
diveft them of all power, an 1 to reduce them to a itatc in which they may be eafiiy 
controlled ; they know it, and, from a dicad of his increafing power, there is littla 
reafon to doubt but they would have availed ihemfelvcs of the firll favourable op
portunity of joining with the Rajah, or any other enemy, in any attempt againtt the 
Nabob, by which they might hope to render themfelves Ids dependent. And 
altho’the torts of Vellum andCuiladdy, being in the hands of the Nabob, is agreat check 
on tht; Rajah’s condudi: at prelent; yet we may look upon it as certain, that he will 
not remain eafy under fuch rellruint, but will take the firit favourable opportunity, 
cither by an alliance with the French, or lome other Power, to acquire his former in
fluence •, in which we may exped the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars will join, 
with a view of fecuring their own inde,iendence; and which trey may do to a great 
advantage, by an attack on the MaOura country, if  mealurcs are not taken to 
prtvciit them.

The foregoing reafons togefhfcr with the r-peated orders o f the Court o f Di
rectors for our lupporting the Nabob’s government, and rendering him refpeftable 
in the e>es of the Country Powers, mduce the Committee to be ot opitnon, that the 
expedition fliould be unUertaken without lols uf time. But we are at the fame time 
of opinion, that we ought to govern ouift lves by the fpirit of the Company’  ̂orders, 
under.date the4th Mart h 1767, par. 3.— and confequently, that the lo t.) exrirpanon 
of the Marawar and Nalcoo y Polligars (hould not be the objeft prnpoled ; wbicb"'^ 
we believe to be the Nabob's real intentioH ; but only to reduce them to a proper ftate of ' 
lubjedion and obedience, by feizing tiieir tons and llrong-holds, an I by luch f>ther 
means, as to prevent their bcmg able to with-hold their dated Pelhculh, or to be
come troublefome in future. W c arc of opinion thai this declaration Ihould be made 
to the Nabob on our part, and a promife defired on his, that he will not compromite

‘  or.

948 EXPEDITION AGAINST MARA WAR A N D N A LC O O T Y IN 1772.



A P P E N D I X .  N o.X X V T . 949

or make up matters with them before the work is completed, by rubjcdtnp; them in 
the manner propofed, imlefs we fhail concur with him in the nectflliy o f d< fiOing. I f  
therefore the Nabob can be brought to confent to the above propofuioii. viz T o  
confine our operations folely to the reducing the Mara\\ar and Nalc oty Pulligars 
to a proper ftate of dependency, without proceeding to an entire extirpation o f them ; 
and not to make up matters until they are fo reduced ; but that the Officer com
manding the expedition (hall have full power to carry on his opcraticns in fuch 
a manner as he fliall judge will bed anfwer our views :— in that cale, we are of opi
nion, that provifional inftruftions ftiould be prepared and fent to General bmith . 
if it a p p e a r s  to him, from the accounts lie may receive of the nature of the country, 
the number and llrength of the forts and forces of the Poliigars, that they may ^  
fo reduced by the month of January at tiie fartheft ; in fuch cai'e, that he do imme
diately fet about making the necefliary preparations for carrying the fame into 
execution.

A<j r r e d ,  That this Minute be codimunicated to the Board j  and if  approved b y  

them, thst the JPrefident be defired to confer with the Nabob on the fubjeft.

Jof. Du Pr6 
Warren Haftings 
Sam*. Ardley.

Extra o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 
Departmenty Monday^ z^th N ovember, 1771.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

W airen Haftings Samuel Ardley
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke ------ -----------
John W hitthiil George Mackay.

t h e  Selcdb Committee communicate to t|jj|^|i|trd their Minutes o f the 21ft In- 
flant, refpeding the Nabob’s rcquifition for the expedition againft the
Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars, and containm ^^e lentiments o f the Comtnittee 

the Board actjuiefce; the PrefideiJt is therefore defired to confer 
with the Nabob on the two points to be fettled with him, ftiould the expedition 
rak£ place..

(Signed) Jof. Du Pre
Warren Haftings

John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John V\ hitehill
G.CO. Mackay.



Extract o f  Proctedings o f  the Prefulent and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitaty
Department, Monday^ o.d December, 177**

p r e s e n t ,
Jofias Du P ic  Efquirr, Governor, Prefulent.
Warren Hallings Samuel Ardlcy.
John Smith Geo Stratton,
Henry Brooke --------- ~
John Whitehill Geo. M ackiy.

Extra5l o f  L etter front General Smith to the Prefident and Council, d jtcd , Trichinnpoly,
z^d November,

T H E  recent example that has been made of the Rajah o f Tanjore, and the nar
row efcape he has had, little fhorc of his entire redudbion, ftiould, I conccive, give 
the Nabob fuch influence over the Marawar Poiligars, that they will dread his rc- 
fcntment, and rather acccpt of terms, than be fo very impolitic to run the rifliof 
being compelled to a compliance, or perhaps totally reduced*, but if it fhould prove 
otherwife, and yaur Honour, &cc. come to a relolution to undertake the expedi
tion, I think the fooner it is let on foot the better. The capital o f the great 
Marawar is called Ramanadaporam, diftiince from hence about 50 col's. T  he fort has a 
very good wall, adirch about 12 foot deep full of water, no Faufle-braye, and but 
an indifferent Glacis i is laid to have forty guns, chiefly Malabar, and all badJy pro
vided with carriages, except a few. The garrilon coafids o f 300 horfe, as many 
Sepoys, and four thoufand pike and match-lock men. H e has feveral forts o f Ids 
confideration. The Nalcooty or little Marawar’s capital is called Trippatoor, dif- 
tance from hence about 30 cols, not fo ftrong as Ramanadaporam, lies within eight 
cofs of our march to that place, and by all accounts will be the mod troublefome to 
reduce.

All the information I have been able to procure is from Hircars, and fcarcely two 
o f them agree in any one particular; but from the whole I may venture to con
clude, that little is to be apprehe n d  from the ftrength of their forts or forces; 
though it is faid they can bring tj|H|fc thoufand men into the field. T he greatclt 
inconvenience is the diftance ih iiB flrra m  our magazines, and the difficulties wc 
may labour uhder for p r o v i f i o n s i f  the means ot lupporting the troops be not 
provided, there is no anfwering for our futtefs when thofe are uncertain. W c 
fhall have thirty cofs to march into the Marawar country after wc leave Tondiman, 
yet he might be very ufeful in affifting us with provifions, if he (hould be he<»rtily 
m our intercft.

It iiimpoffible for me to form any exaft judgment of the time fuch an expedition 
might require; our marches will be interrupted with defile.-, and in fome places 
we fliali have the road to o|)en thro’ woods for our guns to pafs ; however, I ima
gine it may be concluded in fix or feven weeks.

I think th« troops to be employed on this expedition, fhould confift o f  Captains 
Matthews’ and Rumley’s cavalry, fix hundred European infantry rank and file, foui

bat-
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battalions o f Sepoys, with their field artillery, and fix pieces o f heavy cannon well 
manned, with a fiifficient fupply o f ftores, which I might now eftimate, but will 
be better able to judge o f on the return of fome fpies I have fent into the Mara war 
country. Much will depend on the Nabob, as to the means of conveyance, and 
providing the troops with what fupplies o f grain and other provtfions thty may 
require ; which it will reft with your Honour, &c. to fettle with him in fuch manner, 
that our operations may not be impeded from any deficiencies in that very eflential 
article.

Preftdent's M inute.
W I T H  rcfpe£b to the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars, the Prefident acquaints 

the Board, that the Nabob has acquiefced in the propofitions made to him, agreeable 
to the relblution o f lad confultation, provided the expedition takes place; but 
that he thought it were better deferred for the prtfcnt, on account o f the threatened 
invafjon o f the Carnatick. P u

Warren Haftings 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehiil 
Geo. Mackay,

RxlraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary
Departmenty Friday, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,
Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident. »

John Smith George Stratton.
John Whitehiil ------------------
George Mackay. Charles Smith.

L E T T E R  from the Nabob read, containing an account o f the Marawar and 
Nalcooty Polligars, and dcfiring that the expedition may be immediatoJy undertaken 
againft them.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du P re , dated 3 1 /  M trch , and recek 'td
IJl April, 1772.

IN  the diflrift of the great Marawar there are two forts, Ramanaut and 
Hanamantagoody; the latter o f  w h ich  w as taken by the Rajah o f  Tanjore, and is o f  no 

yg' êat ftrength : there are befides lome fmall Guddas, to reduce which a large force 
J i s  not required. T he whole o f this country is a plain. In the year o f the Hcgyra, 

1162 , I was employed by my father in the redudion o f the fort o f Ramanaut and 
the country o f the Marawar, in confequence o f his dillurbances and refrjftory beha
viour ; accordingly 1 ereded batteries againll that fort, awi it was very near falling 
into my hands, when, with my father’s perminion, in conl'equence of the ftrong re
port of the coming o f Hidayet Mchyecdccn Khan and Chunda, fupporied by the

3 • French),
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French, i  fettled the matter veith him, and returnrd 10 TIiiicUrK pojy. I T c  forC 
of Karnanaut is noc  very ftrong, for tirt Uai»h 1  an '̂rtf rroucocl i< t» th<- laft 
extremity ; and his withdrawing F̂ «m thcncc was owing to his appr̂ htn̂ lf̂ n■i at tl^  
arrival of the hngliih forces at Trichinopoiv, adv'airtrmtnt o  ̂ my troops in
the popts about Madura. By God’s bicfTm .̂ â  toon as the abo ĉ- f.)rt o f Rarr-anaiit is 
taken, Haaamantagoody sod ail the fmalKiiKidas will with cafe be reduct*d j by the 
terror of wbich alio poffibly the N a l c o o t y  Zemindar wiU run aw;jy without fighting :  

(hould he however oppose us, by God’s bleffing thero are many roads into his 
country, ifi which there is a fmaJl wood; and as foon as the fort of Trivatore, which 
is not very ftrong, is taken, the whole of his country will fall into our hands. From 
your kindnefs to me,I flatter myfelf, that as, in Mr. Palk’ s government, the taking o£ 
Vengole and Pulnand countries lying on a plain, and the redudlion o f Worriarpollatn 
fiwated in a wood, were accomplifhed, although the run-away Zennindars o f  
Vengole were in truth the braveft of all the Polligars m the Carnatick •, fo in 
your time, by God’s blelling, the conqueft of the Marawar and Naldoory countriej. 
will alfo be efJeaed. W hat can I fay more ?

In confequence o f which the following letter was wrote to General Smith :

To Brigadier-G eneral Jofeph Smith, Commanding O j^ er o f  the Troops on t i e  Coajl^ 

S I R ,
U P O N  the r^prefentations which were made to us by the Nabob immediately 

after the Tanjorc expedition, we intimated to you the probability ihat it might 
be neceflary to aflift the Nabob in reducing the Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars; 
and therefore defired you to obtain the beft information you could o f their 
ftrength, and give us your opinioa of the force you fhould judge necefTary for that 
fervice. In your letter o f the 2g<l November laft f , yoo communicated to us your 
opinion on this fubjefl, founded on fuch information as you bad then been able to 
obtain. The hoftile appearance of the Marattas on the borders o f the Carnatick 
made it necefTary to fufpend the intended operations againft thoft Polligars for a 
time, and varieus circumftances have continued that fiifpenfe ’till now that th f 
Nabob hath renewed his application to us for afljftance. W e arc not furnifhrd' 
with fufficient information to judge of the praflicability o f fuch an expedition at 
this feafon o f the year*, you who are in the South, and may take meafure« for 
obidining precife intelligence, may be beft able to judge •, but that you may have 
the befl and all the information we can procure, we defired the Nabob would give 
us in writing his ideas o f the ftrength of the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars : he 
has done fo in a letter the?iftM arch,copy whereof we enclofe for j'our information.
It docs not furnifh us wi,th fufficient knowledge to guide us in afcertaining the \ 
force that may be neceflary ; we therefore refer it to your confidtration, and defirc \  
that you will digeft it, with fuch informations as you may have oba-lned > ancl ’
having doncfo, we leave it to you to concert with Omdat-ul-Omrah B*'hauder the 
force that may be necefTary for this intended fexvice, taking into the account fuch. 
o f the Nabob’s force*, both cavalry- and infantry, that are intended to be em
ployed on I t ,  o f which the deuil will be communicatcd to you By OmrfXt-ut- ,

Oxurah
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battalions o f Sepoys, with thcir field artillcfy, and fix pieces o f heavy cannon well 
manned, with a fufficient fupply o f ftores ; which 1 might now eftimatc, but will 
be better able to judge o f on the return of fome fpies I have fent into the Marawar 
country. Mach will depend on the Nabob, as to the means o f conveyance, and 
providing the troops with what fuppHes o f grain and other provifions they may 
require i which it will reft with your Honour, & c. to fettle with him in fuch manner, 
that our operations may not be impeded from any deficiencies in that very efientlal 
article.

*The Prefident's M inutt.

W I T H  refpeft to the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars, the Prefident acquaints 
the Board, that the Nabob has acquiefced in the propofitions made to him, agreeable 
to the refolution o f laft confulration, provided the expedition takes place ; but that 
he thought it were better deferred for the prcfent, on account o f the threatened in- 
vafjon o f the Cainatick.

Jof. Du Pre 
Wairen Haftings 
John Smith 
Geo. Stratton 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehill 
Geo. Mackay.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatuk to Governor Du Tre, dated and received
lif t  Februaty, 1772.

E N C L O S E D  I fend for your information a letter I have received from 
Mahomed Aufim K h ln , under date the 13th inftant. Thanks to the Alm ighty, 
that the fcheme for throwing at a diftance the difturbances of the Marattas has now 
taken eft'e<5t, and thereby the uneafinefs we laboured under o f their army penetrat
ing into the Carnatick removed. T h e  letters which Mahomed Aufim Khan men
tions to have difpatched to me before are not yet arrived, when they do I lhall 
advife you o f their contents. A t our laft interview you afked, when lhall wc 
receive advices o f peace with the Marattas, that you might diftribute the Company’s 
troops into different places, and difmifs the bullocks, & c. entertained on account 
o f the Ta/iore expedition, and thereby leflen the expenfes. Since, by God’s bk'fT- . 
ing, as we propofed fo it is come to pafs; I am to requeft, froth your kindnefs to 
rne, that you will from this time exert yourfelf in ordering the Company’s troops 
to places where the expenfe o f their Batta may be leffened, and in difmiffing the 
bullocks,' & c. As you well know the debts I labour under, and the little rain 
which has fallen in the country, you will leflen the Batta o f the foldiers alfo at 
Trichinopoly as much as poffiblc, that 1 may thereby be cafcd in the expenfes 
through your kimdncfs.

u l *  In

a p p e n d i x . N o .  XXVI. 9 5 1



In my letter o f the 3d o f November laft, I inform^ you o f th« partieolars o f  
both the Marawar Zemindars’ not aflifting in thft 1  anjore expeditioii, either with 
troops or provifions ; befides which, they have alio re-^fielfed thcmlVlvet o f the 
country the R^jab o f Tanjore took from them ■, and the few troops which they fcnt 
after the Tanjore expedition was over went away o f their own accord; o f all 
which their infolcnce you are not acquainted. When Mahomed Aulkn K h in  
therefore took leave of me, I cold him, that if  the negotiation for peace with the 
Maratta Chiefs took effedt according to our vvilh, he Ihould immediately advife 
me thereof, as it was necelTary thole Zemindars fhouid be punilhed agreeable to 
their deferts; accordingly the faid Khan, directly on the Marattas’ departure for 
the Bilaghaur, advifed me thereof. My views, by G od’s blelHng, are, that herein 
no time be loft ; and in confequence I have wrote to Otndet-ul-Onsrah Behauder 
t o  go to th o fe  parts with the Circar’s troops: your favour alfo in this bufinefs is 
neceffary, to) affift Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder with as many c f  the Company’s 
troops as you'may be able, or may be proper, agreeable to what you were fo good as 
to agree to before. The remainder of the Company’s trooi>« fliould not be kept 
together at one place, for then there will be a great crow d; but they fhould be 
divided, and Rationed at Cuddalore, the feveral places in the Company’s Jaghire, 
Madras, and alfo the Circar’s forts, through apprehenfion o f the difturbances o f the 
Marattas. In confcquence of your defire, I gave orders for the colledling together 
a number of fheep, &c. for the keeping ready o f ricc in different places; acord- 
ingly, of the Iheep colledled together, a great number have died, and I have loll a 
great deal by the rice ; refpedling the remainder of both the flieep and rice, what
ever you may write to me, that I (hall do.

W hat can I fay more ?
•

Paragraph o f  a Letter from  Mahomed Aufim Khdn to the Nabobj  r  ela ting to the Aiarat-
ta i, dated x^tb February, 1772.

I H O PE your Excellency has received the letter which I  addrcflfcd to you on 
the 5th inftant, and are acquainted thereby with what paflcd the firft day, fincc 
which, from the 6th to the 13th, I wrote to you a full account o f  what parted, ac
quainting you o f a peace, and delivered it to a Camel-man, which 1 hope is 
brought to you by the wav o f Vencataghery and Sautgudda. I mtift inform your 
i^rellency, that Trimbeck Row and Mararow are become firm friends to your E x
cellency .-nd the Company; all the Sardars o f the army declared themfelves ir» 
your fnendihip. The money you gave on account o f the Zeafut or entertainment 
as well as the prefents o f cloth, & c. were divided little by little amonc all the Sar-'
H a r c  n  anr ^rc  . * 1. ^ . . _________/Vl ___i_ r 1 1 t ^
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dars. Managers, and Muttafeddies; they were vaftly pleafcd, and thou« u  thcmrdves 
under an obligatjon at receiving the Admiral’s letter and the GovcTnor’s prefcnis 
and faid that very few people had treated them with fuch kindnefs aiid civilitv 
«  they had met wjth from the faid Gentlemen. By the blefling o f  God a peacc 
has taken place at prefent, and we are freed from apprehenfions. In reality H vder’a 
country was f^iv^ by your means: they wanted to halt their army at K i L  
naghery,^ d fend their parties as far ag Guntoor and Diodegul i but confiderinV 
that It will be difagrccable to you, becaufe the Pundarw, o f  commoa robbers,I S

the
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the camp, cannot be kept under command, notwithftanding the ftrift injunAions 
that may be k id  upon them, and in confequence the inhabitants o f the Circar’s 
country will be difperfed ; and moreover being informed o f all thefe circum- 
ftances both from Madarow and myfelf, they declined to halt at the faid place, 
but proceeded to the B a l a g h a u t  coun try: you may therefore begin the wed
ding o f your Son, and fend a detachment to join Ramanalla Khan, and Captain 
Budden, who were ordered upon the expedition againft Marawar, and punifh h im ; 
don’t lole the time. By the blefling o f  G od , as the army is in readinefs at 
Trichinopoly, it may be fitted out in a week, and the bullocks are alfo ready 
in  t h e  C i r c a r ’s fervice. Y ou ’ll be pleafed to fend your orders to the Circar’s 
country to fend in the money, and to free themfelvcs from the apprehenfions 
which they had conceived.

From th t Nabob o f  the Carnatick to G overnor Du Prd, da ted and r e ce iv ed , ^ tb
M arch , 1772.

I T  is an eftablilhedcuftom in every country, for tributary dependants, as Jong 
as they remain fuch, after duejjpayment o f their tribute, to expend the profit arifing 
from their lands upon thcmfelves, giving their relations and companions a fhare 
thereof ; fuch dependants likewife attend on the fervice o f their Lord for the time 
being, and are not vefted with power, without the order o f fuch their Lord, to give a 
ftranger any fettlement in their diftrifts in order that thereby no difturbances may 
be raifed in the country. What the Marawar has done» in contradidion to this efta- 
blifhed cuftom, the enclofcd paper will /hew ; it is right therefore, confidering your 
kindnefs 10 me, that you fhould order General Smith to proceed with fuch trcopft 
as he may defire, in conjunftion with my Son Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, to punifh 
and expel the two Marawars; and the fooner this is done the better.

W hat can I fay more ?

Ah Account o f  the Circar Army now at Tondj, belonging to M arawar.

T H E  Circar army, confifting o f 800 horfe and 2000 Sepoys, with flores ol 
war, lay encampcd at Tondy with great care, fituatcd within five Cofs to the north 
o f Davypatam, alias Nowpaugan, making intrenchments with the Palmeirs, and 
eredling batteries, and mounting guns upon them. They never plunder the coun
tries on thaf fide, nor injure the inhabitants thereof. Pitcha Pilla, Manager o f M a
rawar and Ramanaut, with a body o f 2000 Colleries, 100 horfe, and 2000 Sepoys, lay 

jtncamped at Davypatam, within five Cofs of the Circar army. Sankar Linga Eiila, 
^ e p h e w to  Tandavaroy Pilla, Manager belonging toNaJcooty, with a body o f 2000 

f  Colleries, & c. fixed his camp to the eaflward» within the diflance o f eight Cofs from 
the Cirtar army. It is about a month and a haJf fince a finart engagement happened 
between the Circar army and that o f Marawar; great part o f the faid Marawar’s 

J troops were killed and wounded, which put Pitcha Pilla into confufion ; and fo he 
\ wrote to the Faringees at Keclcara, belonging to the Dutch, in the bounds o f Ma

rawar, informing them o f the trekty that hath been made before between Marawar 
and them, whereby they were bound 10 afiift in tiiric o f need ; that their Superior has

alfo



alfo wrote to them upon that fubjeft, and ihat they fliould therefore yield their 
affiftance in that critical time: upon whi<-h thefald Faringec*, out o f regard to their 
cngagemcnr, fent a party of i5ohorremen, &c. froni Keelcari to the affithince o f 
Marawar j but in rhe interim the faid Pilla fent word to the Faringee*, that there 
was no occafion to fend the afliftance, that he would finjlh his affairs with the Circar 
by one way or other; I'o that they (hould recall their troops, if they had already fent 
them, as he would call for them when it may be neceflary: on this the Chief at 
Keelcara recalled thofe horfemen, &c. Formerly an agreement was nude between 
the Dutch and Marawar, that there fliouId he no fort built at Keelcara, bcfides the 
Fadory-houfe, furrounded with a fquare wall, which Oands from old times. Now 
Marawar agreed to permit them to build a large and Itrong fort like to that o f Ne- 
gapatnam round thefaid faftory, and tofurnilh them with materials for that purpofc, 
in confideration o f which the Dutch were to afllll them upon occifion. Marawar, 
in performance o f his agrecmcnr, mealurcd out a fpot ot ground, and delivered 
it to the Dutch, in order to build a fort at Keelcara, in the fame form of the fort o f 
Negapatan?, fo that the Dutch arc nowcollcfting the materials to build it. Befides 
which, about two months ago, the Chief atTootogoreen went to Pitcha Pilla, Mana
ger of Marawar, negotiated and agreed with him to write to the Governor of Co
lombo, and fend for an afliftance of 1500 Euroi>rans, and the fame number o f the 
M alays; and he accordingly wrote to the faid Governor upon that head: now the 
faid troops from Colombo are arrived at the ifland o f Mannargoody.

Extra5l  o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary
Departmenit Friday, ^d April, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

JoCas Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratton
John W h i t e h i l l ---------------------
George Mackay Charles Smith.

L E T T E R  from the Nabob read, containing an account o f  the Marawar and 
Nalcooty Polligars, and defiring that the expedition may be innmediately under
taken againft them.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du Pr^, dated Marcby and r e c e h td
\ft April, 1772.

In the d iftria  o f  the great Marawar there arc two forts, Ramanaut and 
Hanamantagoody; the latter o f  which was taken by the Rajah o f  Tanjorr, and i« o f  no \  
OTeat ftrength : there are befides fome fmall Gucldas, to reduce which a large force 
IS not required. T he whole o f this country is a plain. In the year o f the H egyra 
1 162, I was enjployed by my father in the reduftion o f the fort o f Ramanaut and 
the country o f the Marawar, in confequcnce o f his difturbanccs and refractory be- J

* haviour >
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haviour; accordingly I ereftcd batteries agalnll that fort, and it was rery near falling 
into my hands, when, with my father’s pcrmifiion, in confequencc o f  the ftrong 
report o f the coming o f Hidayet Mehycddeen Khan and Chunda, fupported by the 
French, I fettled the matter with him, and returned to Trichinopoly. T he fort 
o f Ramanaut is not very  ftrong, for the Rajah o f Tanjore reduced it to the laft 
extremity; and his withdrawing from thence was owing to his apprehenfions at the 
arrival o f the Englilh forces at Trichinopoly, and the advancement o f my troops in 
the parts about M a d u ra . By God’s bleffing, as foon as the above fort o f  Ramanaut is 
taken, Hanamantagoody and all the fmall Guddas will with eafc be reduced; by tlft 
terror o f which alfo pofllbly the Nalcooty Zemindar will run away without fighting: 
fhould he however oppofe us, by God’s blelTing there are many roads into his 
country, in which there is a fmall wood; and as foon as ever the fort o f Tripatore, 
which is not very ftrong, is taken, the whole o f his country wil! fall into our hands. 
From your kindnefs to me, I flatter myfelf, that as, in M r. Palk’s government^ 
the taking o f Vengole and Pulnaud countries lying on a plain, and the redudlicn 
o f Worriarpollam lituated in a wood, were accompliftied, although the run-away 
Zemindars o f Vengole were in truth the bravcft o f all the Pollig^rs in the Car- 
n atick; fo in your time, by God’s blefling, the conqutft o f  the Marawar and 
Nalcooty countries will alfo be cfFefted.

W hat can 1 fay more ?

In confequence o f which the following letter was wrote to General Sm ith:

To Brigadier-G eneral Jo feph  Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the 'Troops on the Coaji. 

S I R ,

U P O N  the reprefentations which were made to us by the Nabob immediately 
after the Tanjore expedition, we intimated to you the probability that it might 
be necelTary to aflift the Nabob in reducing the Marawar and Nalcooty P olligars; 
and we therefore defired you to obtain the beft information you could o f  their 
ftrength, and give us your opinion o f  the force you ftiould judge neceflary for that 
fervicc. In your letter o f  the 23d November laft f ,  you communicated to us your 
opinion on this fubjeft, founded on fuch information as you had then been abk to 
obtain. T he hoftile appearance o f the Marattas on the borders o f the Carnatick 
rnade it neceflary to fufpcnd the intended operations againft thofe Polligars for a 
tim e, and various circumftances have continued that fufpenfe 'till now that the 
Nabob hath renewed his application to us for affiftance. W e are not furni/hed 

I with fufficient information to judge o f the prafticability o f fuch an expedition at 
f this feafon o f the year ; you who are in the South, and may take meafures for 

obtaining prccife intelligence, may be beft able to ju d g e : but that you may have 
the beft and all the information we can procure, we defired the Nabob Avould give
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«s in wriiing his ideas o f tire llrength o f theMarawar andNalcopty Pcylljgars; hchas 
done fo in a letter o f the 3 1 ft March, copy whereof we enclofe for your infoimation.
It  does not furnifh us with fufficient knowlcd^ to guide us in afcertaining the 
force that fnay be ncceflary; wc therefore refer it to ybur confideration, and defire 
that you "will digeft it, with fuch information as you may htve obtained; and 
having done fo ,  we leave it to you to confult with C^dat-iiKOm rah Bchauder the 
force that may be necelTaty for this intended fervice, taking into the account fuch 
o f  the N abob’s forces, both cavalry and infantry, that are intended by him to be 
Employed on it, o f which the detail will be communicated to you by Omdat-ul- 
Omrah Behaudcr; and having done fo, we dcfire you will take fuch mea- 
fures as may be proper for having the troops you (hall think ncceflary held 
in readinefs for this fervice : and on this fubjeft we hav*c only to recommend, 
that the detachment may not be larger than in your judgment the fervicc 
may require; and this as wrll from a motive o f economy, as becaufe the pre
cedent may be inconvenient, and teach the Country Powers to undervalue a 
fmall force, when it may not be in our power to employ a greater. W hen 
you fhall thus' have .afcertained the force proper for the fervice, we fhall leave 
it to you to take the command o f the expedition yourfclf, or to decline it, i f  
the force fhouid be fuch as may not require your prefence ; and in the latter cafe 
we fliall appoint Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher to take the command ; but in cafe 
you ftiould take the command o f it yoiirfelfj Sir Robert Fletcher is then to 
take charge o f the garrii'on of Trichinopoly.

W e are, Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervatits.

Fort St, George, ,
3d April, 1772. J O S .  D U  P R E ,  &c. Council.

Extract o f  L etttr fr om  the N aloi o f  the Carnalick to C over tier Du PrJ^ dated  3^ and
received  ̂ tb A'priU 1772.

W H A T E V E R  extraordinary charges on account o f the expedition againl? 
the Marawar and Nalcooty Zemindars, or on account o f the expeditions agamft 
other Polligars, may with my confent be contrafted, o f fuch charges you will be 
fo kind to fend me fcparate accounts, as I fhall pay them to the Company 
apart.

W hat can I fay more ?

From the Nabob o f  the Caruatick to Governor D« Pr/, dated and r ece iv ed  £ tb Aprils
177A.

e n c l o s e d  1 fend you a trandation of a letter received by Goina Pilla, 1 
the turnrtl out Dalawaure belonging to the Marawar; the laid Goina Pilla ic * 
at Trichinopoly, and the letter was wrote by a relation o f iiis who is with 
the Marawar. ^

W hat can I fay more ? ^

S'̂ Mnjlation
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Tranfiation t f  a Utttr from Sbunkeram Pilla to ins Relation Gbina PUla at *trichinopo t̂
dated at Rjomanaut*

I H A V E  already acquainted you o f the particulars o f the force aflembling 
by the Rajahs o f Marawar and Nalcooty, and of their putting their forts in 
order, afcer which they fent their Vackeel to the young Nabob. T o  day it 
is publickly reported, that the French fliips are gone againft Madras, and are 
fighting againft that place; that the Governor o f Pondicherry alfo is getting 
ready his troops, and would fet out from thence. A t  hearing o f which, the 
Rajah and the Dalawaure pleafed, fent for Bramins, (whofe office it is to offer 
up prayers to the Almighty) telling them that the great God had heard 
their prayers; and that they Ihould make this farther prayer, to wit, that war 
might fubfift between their enemies, that they thereby might remain in 
<}u<€t. After which, they diftributed 2000 Chuckrams, and 500 pieces of Doo
lie?, & c. amongft the Bramins; and alked the advice o f  the people, whether 
they fliould turn out or imprifon the Moormen that were there on the part 
c f  the Nabob ; that Hinuranaute Boockary faid nothing ought to be done againft 
him until ceriain advices were arrived. After which, it was determined to fend 
a large force to oppofe Zemaunullau Khan and Captain Loudon, and to 
plunder their party, which would run away through terror of the French  ̂
accordingly fcven thoufand Colleries, with rockets, had been difpaithed as an 
-advanced corps, under the command o f Dumpauee Pilla«

ExtraB o f  P roceedings o f  the Prefident and Council a t Fort Si. George^ in their M ilitary
Department^ Friday, i p b  April, 177a.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Dll Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident:..
John Smith George Stratton
H,enry Brooke — r— - ---------
John WhitehiH Charles Smith

George M ackay.

liCtterfrom  General Smith, received the 14th inftant» read as follows:

SV the Honourable Jo fia s  Du P r i  Efquire, Prefident and Governor, i s c .  Council c f
F o r t h .  George..

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I A  M  honoured with your commands o f the 3d inftant, enclofing a copy 
o f  a letter from His Excellency the N ab o b ; the contents o f  both were im
mediately communicated to the young Nabob, Omdat-ul-Otnrah Bthauder j by 
whom I am informed, that there are in the Marawar cotintry nii>e forts to be 
rcduced that will require garrifons, and feveral others of Icfs confideration ; and 
that three or four o f thefe forts might probably oblige us to break ground before 

itJicm. ,6 T he
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The expenfc o f ammunition that may be required cannot be afccTtained, 
as that will depend on the refolutton and ftrcngth o f the difFcrenc garril'ons.

On confulting with the young Nabob on the number o f the Company’s 
troops .that, would be n<ceflary for this expedition, and remarking to him 
H is Excellency’s opinion with refjjcft to the Marawar ftrcngth, and alfb 
your’s, that no greater force fliould be employed than was abfolutely necef- 
fary; he obfervcd, that if  the intent of the expedition was merely to colleft 
the tribute, a much fmaller force than to make an entire Qonqueft would be 
fufficient ; but as it was his fa th er s  intentions to reducc thofc PoHigars, 
and take the pojfejion  o f  ib tir counity, he thought nothing ought to be lett to 
thance. I then mentioned 120 artillcry-men, 400 European infantry, with 
three battalions o f Company's Sepoys; which he propofed fnould be augmented 
■with Captains Matthews* and Rumley’s cavalry, with Alexander’s and Loudon’s 
battalions o f Sepoys (the remainder of His Excellency’s black infantry are only 
fit to garrifon the forts as they may fall into our hands) •, and with a lefs force 
the young Nabob is o f opinion the expedition ought not to be undertaken : 
indeed, from the beft accounts I can procure, 1 am alio of opinion the force he 
mentions will be neceflary.

Reports from Tanjore fay, that the Rajah is about to difmifs part o f his 
cavalry, in oider to aflift the Polligars with them, without the appcarance o f his 
being concerned.

F r o m  all the information I have been able to obtain o f the roads leading to the 
MariWar country, that by which the Rajah of Tanjore marched his troops is 
the only one at this feafon of the year which affbrds water fufficient for our army } 
and as the weather is grown intenfely hotj a fcarcity of that article would be terrible 
indeed.

I have given the neceflary orders, that eveiy department may be prepared and 
in readinefs i the young Nabob is alfo making preparations, and prclTcs me in 
the moft earneft terms to accompany him on the expedition.

A ftc ’mentioned is an eftimate of the troops, &c. propofed for the field, and 
referred to your Honour, & c. for your determination and inftruftions refpeding 
their operations.

I  have the honour to be. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, with refpc(Jl,

. Your moft obedient fervant, 
TrTchinopoly Plain, j

lotbApril, i77«̂ * J O S E P H  S M I T H .  (
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Meffieurs Stratton and Mackay dijfent to the expedition being undertaken in the , 
manner propofed by General Smith, and beg leave to enter their rcafons for fuch 
iheir diflent in a fubfequent Confultation, which U agreed to.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Frefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their Military
Departmentj l o t h  Aprily 1772*

O r d e r e d ,  That Captain Pitman be appointed to procecd with the troops,
’ as Engineer, on the expedition againft the Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars.

Fjt:traSl o f  P roceed ings'o f the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in tkeir Militarv 
Department, Monday, 2 jth  April, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratton,
Henry B r o o k e --------------------
John Whitehill Charks Smith

George Mackay,

Meflieurs Stratton and Mackay having, in Confultation the 17th inftant*, dif- 
fented to the expedition againft the Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars, as propofed 
by General Smith, now deliver in their rcafons for fuch their diflent.

M r. Mackay"s Reafons f o r  his Dijfent to the M arawar Expedition.

I D ISSE N T  to the expedition againft the Marawar and Nalcooty Poliigars, as 
propofed in General Smith’s letter o f  the loth  inflant, and rcfolved on by the 
Majority on the 17th inftant.

I ft. Becaufe, though I think it is evident that i t  will require more troops now 
to reduce thofe Poliigars, as they have had fo much time to prepare for their de
fence, than would have been neceflary fome months ago, when the expedition 
was firft propofed to General Smith, and when he named a ftill greater force than 
he does at prefent; yet I am clearly o f opinion, that the number o f troops de
manded by him for the expedition, in his letter now before the Board, is more 
than twice fufficient, and feems rather calculated for the rank and command o f a 

) General Officer, than for the fervice to be performed. It may be thought great 
 ̂ prefumption in me. to give an opinion in military matters in oppofirion to that o f 

the Commanding Officer o f the troops, but I think I know pretty well the grounds 
I go upon; for added to the long experience I have had in India, which fully 
convinces me that irregular country troops are but a mere rabble when oppofed 
even to the worft of our Sepoys, I know the fentiments of fome of the pnncipil 
officers o f this eftablifhmcnt, and Officers o f whole military abilities 1 believe the

* Vide Page 953.

I t  L  Boaul
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Board have the higbeft opinion and I have the fati»fa<5rton to find that thcjr coin- 
cldc nearly with my own with regard to the expedition in queftion.

2d. Bccaiife, as I wifh to fee that honour and reputation ref':oi»ed to our arms, 
(,our gicatrftj and 1 niay fay, only fecuriiy in this country; >vhieh for fomc tinoe 
part has been greatly on the dccline, by our milcarruges in the late war wit* 
H ydcr Ally, arid ill fortune before the walls of Tanjorc, with ^ e  fineft and bcft 
appointed armies that ever took the field in India, I cannot give my confent tô  
our tendmg a General Officer, with fuch an army as in former times would have 
been thought fufficicnt, not only to oppofc the greateft Country Powers, but even 
to humble the power o f the French Nation on this Coaft, in order to conquer »  
couple o f infignificant Po!ligar«, whofe country, if in the Nabob’s poflrflion, might 
not be able to reimburlc the chargcs of the expedition *, and as he fcems himfek to 
be o f  opinion, that he could accomplifh their reduction with Jus own troops, if  he 
had but a few Europeans from the Company to join them, as appears by his letter 
to the Frefident o f the 3d November*, what reputation can Wc expcft to gain ii 
we fucceed, and what difgrace muft we fufifcr i f  wc do ooi ?

3C1. Becaufe, as the land winds will foon fet in, the weather muft be fo extremely 
hot, that I fear moft of the Europcar»s who go on this expedition will either die, 
or ^  rendered ufelefs, through mere fatigue aixl the feverity o f  the feafon, even 
if  they meet with fto other difaftcrs; and the prcfervation o f the few we havr, 
and more particularly of the corps of artillery, on whom we are chicEy to depend 
in cafe o f any troubles, and who have lately (ufFered fo much by the explclion o f  
the n^agazine at Trichinopoly, dcferves the utmoft attention o f the Board.^

4th. Becaufe, though wc are now at peace with all our neighbours,, and may 
rot have reafon to apprehend a French war foon, notwithftanding the formidable 
forcc they have at the Iflandsv yet the Marattas arc ftill in the Balaghaut, and 
fhould they eVther fubdue Hyder, or make peace with him, it is iK)t at all un
likely but that they may renew their claims on the Nabob for Chout and the 
arrears due ta  them. Trimbeck Row’s laft letter to the Prrfident plainly fhews 
that they arc diflatisficd with our conduit, in refufing them the alRlliaflce they 
wanted againft H yd cr; and the late fjgnal advantages they have gained oyer the- 
Rohillas m ey  not only encourage them to treat us with ftill lefs ceremony than they- 
did fomc time ag®, but likewite to threaten our fromiers in B engal: fliould thefe 
events take place, we fhould be greatly embarrafled how to aA,' when lo confider- 
aWe a part o f our force is at lo great a diftance from us. For thcfc reirious, I I 
an] for referving our fmall relburces of men and nvaney for mose important * 
fions than the prefent fcrvice. •

cth. Becaufe General Smith has been hitherto fo very «nforfuii»ie in 'all his 
military operations, that 1 cannot bring myft.lt to believe he will fucceed even in ,
this, fo as to aufwer the expedations of this Board, or the Nabob. I was I be- 1
lievc the ODly Member at this Board, who fectned to have the leaft doubt about /

the
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the taking o f T a n jo rt; I had my doubcs however, and the event I think has 
fhcwn that they were not entirely grourxJlefs. If we fboaild be unfuccefsftii in this 
expedition, though there are no Field Deputies with the army, the blame may be 
ftill laid o» want o f provifions, bad bullocks, and evefy other poffible difficulty 
that might have T h e Nabob, whatever fair promifes he may now make
in wder'to gratify his revenge on thofcPoUigars, who muft deteft his Government, 
t^ill then frame vari<»us excufcs ami delays to avoid paying the expenfes o f fo 
large an aririy ; and perhaps, as he has done latefy on a Jtm ikr occafion, w r ite  t» His 
M ajejh  to be entirely relieved  from  it. A ll thefe circumftances well weighed, I leave 
k  to the confideration o f the Board, whether this is a proper time to burthen him 
with an additional debt, whe», by his late engagement, he is to pay the Company 
foe rhrcis years near eight Lacks o f Pagodas a year, befides what he owes to his 
private! creditors. That the young N a ^ b  fliouW fo carneftly prefs General Smith 
to accompany hrm on this expedition is, I muft confefs, very inconfiftcnt with 
his declarations, in the account he wrote to his father o f the fiege o f Tanjorc, and 
tranfrqitted to the Court of Dirc^bars; and the only inference 1 can draw from fiich 
a contradiidtion Is, that the people of this country in general, whatever they may 
think, arc always defirous o f taylng what they believe will be moft agreeable to 
thofc they are fpeaking to.

G E O .  M A C  K A Y .

AC*. Strattom.

I D O  not agree to undertaking the expedition on the terms propofed in thp O e- 
fieral’s letter for the following reafons: i'- ^

ift. Becaufe the N abob, in his letter to the Prefidcnt dated 31ft March*, repre- 
fcnts the fervice as triftiog, ami points out the weaknefs o f the Marawar and Nal*- 
eooty Polligars to the foHowing pur^xirt: viz»

That the forts ofRam anaut and Hanamantagoody are o f  no great ftrength; 
that the latter was taken by the Rajah o f Tanjorc, and the former reduced, by him 
tothe laft extremity that there are Ibme fmaJl Guddas to reduce, which a large 
force is tiot required ; that as foon as R*amanaut is taken, Hanamantagoody and all 
the fmail Guddas will witheafe be reduced v that poffibly the Nalcooty Zemindar 
will run away witliQut fighting; that Ihould he make any oppofuion, there aro  

\many roa^ iiua his country, in which there is afm all wood } and as foon as ever the 
"fort o f Tripatorc, wiiich is not very Urong, is taken, tlic whole o f his countr-y will-iall- 

into our hands.

2d. Becaufe the employing fo confiderable a force on an occafion fo trilTing, aji- 
> pears to me to be in cffcd  a iure method to debale ftill further the credit o f our 
 ̂ axms, which ha»(uffi:ccd fo much on former occafions,

^  ‘ * Vide \>*gc 9J*. ' ' “

2d. Becaufe
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gcK Becaufe it appears to me that we fliould prefcrvc our EurojKans as much a» 
poflible ; and I think this fervicc might be with Sepoj’s, with the alTiftancc
o f  the artillery, at afeafon which is particularly unfavourable to Europeans.

4th. Becaufc I think wrought to h a v e  a watchful eye on tj>c Frcnch anj on the
Marattas; that our Europeans Ihould n o t  at this time be employed in the extremes
o f  the Carnatick, »nd indeed that they ought never to b e  cm^Uoyed but on occa- 
Gons where their ferviccs arc abfolutciy neccli'ary.

T he Prcfident informs the Board, that he will deliver in his remarks on the above 
diflents at the next Confultation.

ExtraH o f  the P roceeS igs o f  the Goz'trnor and Council at Fort St. George^ in their MU- 
tary Department, Friday, i f l  M ay, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,  

Jofias Du Prc Efqnire, Governor, Prefidcnt.

John Smith George Stratton
Henry B r o o k e --------------------
John W hitchill Charles Smith

George Mackay-i

T ^ E  Prefidcnt acquaints the Board, that the Nabob had informed him, that as 
hcftiould not be able to proceed immediately to Trichinopoly, a« he had propofed, 
he had fent the neceffary orders to his Son Omdat-ul-Omrah to take upon him the 
jcharge and fuperintendence o f the expedition againft the Marawar and Nalcooty 
Polligars, and had deftred that the fame may be undertaken as foon as poilible.

The Prefidcnt lays before the Board copy o f the intelligence received by the N a
bob, and tranfmitted to his Son, refpeding the road, forts, &c. in the Marawar iind 
Nalcooty diftridts.

An Account o f  the Roads in the D ifirict o f  Ramanautpcor.

T H E  diftance between Tondy and Ramanautpoor is twenty cofs; in the road 
from Tondy to Eengurrapatam there are fmall woods. From Eengurrapatam, aftctf 
you pafs the river, for five cofe, it is part a wood, and part an open plain ; and from 
Oopoopilefaurgoody to Ramanautpoor, for the fpace of four cofs, is a plain. From 
Ramanautpoor to Tinnevelly the road is as follows: ^

From  R am anautpoor the village o f  T rim iingaw  is ftve cofs d ifla n t; th e  road (  ' 

p lain, and therein are T a n k s . From the Pagoda o fT r im u n g a w  the v illa g e  o f  S h u ck u l f  
ts five cofs d iftan t; in the road thereto there arc fome fm all woods. /

* From
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From flie village of Shiickul to tliat o f Shauelgoody is twenty C o fs; in the road 
thereto, for the fpace of a Cofs and an half, is a wood.

From Shauelgoody to M oodaly’s Choultry are four Cofs ; for one and an half of 
which the wood is  v e r y  thick, abd then trifling. From Moodaly’s Choultry, the v il
lage of Meel Maunda (the Pollam o f Coojau Naigue, a PoUigar o f tlvc Tinnevelly 
diftridt) is two Cofs diftant; in the road thereto you pafs through a little wood.

F r o m  Mccl Maunda, the village o f Wubyaur, in the Tinnevelly diftrift, is two Cofs 
diftant; in the road thereto is a great deal of wood. From W ubyaur, the village o f 
Cullatoor (the Pollam o f Aunjee Naigue, a Polligar o f the Tinnevelly diftridl) is 
five Cofs diftant; in the road thereto there is a great deal ot' wood. From Cullatoor, 
Nungaulcoorchy, the Tilluca o f Cutbcma, Polligar o f the faid Nungaulcoorchy, is 
five Cofs diftant; the road thereto is a plain.

F r o m  Nungaulcoorchy, the village of Pouwauly, in the Tinnevelly diftridt, is a 
Cofs and a h a lf; the road thereto has fomc fmall woods in it. From Pouwally to 
Tinnevelly there are fix Cofsi the road thereto is an entire plain.

A)i Account o f  the Forts and Cadies o f  Stone and Mud, belonging to the Zemindar o f
Ramavautpoor.

T H E  faid Rarrranautpoor is rhe place o f rcfidence of the faid Zemindar; ^and it 
has a ftonc fort, with a town wall, and with 44baftions; it has a ditch without wa
ter, which comcs in it in the rainy feafon only. Thcye is an open fieM without the 
fort on all fides. There is a frefti water T an k, called Teppoogonta, within the fort. 
Every one o f the faid baftions is mounted with guns large and fmall, out o f which 
there are four great Bangady guns, which carry fliot as n r  as one Cofs ; befides the 
guns upon the laid baftions, there are about 50 guns in the faul fort. There is a large 
Tank lyiiig without the fort to the weft^vard within the diftance of a qviarter of a C o fs; 
there is another Tank to the fouth frde of the faid fort; there is a Pettah to the eaft- 
ward, and in which a- great Pagoda, with a Tank called Teppoogonta, is fituated ; 
and »-o the north fide there ftands a Paddy field. The faid fort lies within 20 Cofs 
from T o n d y; and on the road to Tondy and Ramanautpoor there arc litde woods 
and open plains to be fccn here and there.

Killuvanally is a mud Gady, and it has fix baftions, without a ditch. There are 
little woods to be fcen on all fidcs o f the faid Gady within the diftance of one Cofs 
and a half; there are foine frefh water wells within the faid Gady, and the baflions 
are mounted with fmall guns. T he diftance bcrw’een Ton<ly and the faid Gady iŝ  
five Cofs, and it is fituated in the limits o f Taujors and Nalcooty.

T he Gady o f Armogamcotah has nine baftions, and it's wall and the baftions are 
built with ftone, about a man’s height, and on the top of which jnud works are 
caifed. There ftands a ditch, in form o f a fmall gutter,, round the faid Gady, and

11 M  . woods
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wc»ods arc to be fecn on all fides o f the faid G ad y; there are fome frefh water 
wells within the faid Gady. T he diftance between Ramanautpoof and tlic faiU 
Gady is eight Cofs, and Irom Tondy twelve Cofs.

T h e Gady o f Pautubcotah is built with ftone, with four baftions, without a 
ditch i and it is fmiated within the diftance of twenty Cofs from Ramanautpoor, 
and it is furrounded with a hedge of Gajacoy plants. The dillance between the Sea 
o f Ramanautpoor and the faid Gady is one Cofs and a half. There Hand little 
woods here and there round the faid Gady, and there are fome frefh water wells 
T9ithin it.

T he G ady o f Comarycotah is built with (lone, with nine baftions, without a 
d itch : and it is ver̂ - ftrong, and the baftions arc mounted with guns, large and 
fmallv and it is furrounded on allfides wiih woods, as far as the diftance o f a mufkct 
ihot. By reafon o f the thick woods the wails oi the faid Gady cannot be feen until 
one arrives near it. Tliere is a frefli water well within the Gady, which Iks within 
the diftance o f twelve Cofs to the wcftward of Ramanautpoor. There is a thick wood 
on the road from Ramanautpoor to the faid Gady. Tondy is fituated within 28 
Cofs from the faid Gady.

T he Gady o f  Muttadcorchey is built with mud, with four baftions, without a 
ditch i  there is a frefti water well within it, and there are woods round the fame, 
within the diftance of an halt Cols and a quarter Cofs. The dift:ance fiotn ilamanaut- 
poor t6 the laid Gady is twelve Cofs, and there is a thick wood on the road'from 
Ramanautpoor to the faid Gad^. Tondy is fituated within the diftance o f twenty- 
eight Cofs from that Gady.

T h e Gady o f  Purnally has nine baftions, and it’s wall is built with mud, and the 
baftions with bricks. There is a frefti water wdl within i t ; two guns are mounted 
upon the baftion, il êre is an open field to be feen about the diftance o f  five Cofs*. 
on three fuies o f the faid Gady, and on the fourth fuk an oi>en ftckl to be feen, 
about the diftance of i|- Cofs. I'herc ftaiids a Tank near the laid Gady, and 
the Pcttah rcund i t ; and from which place Ramanautpoor is fituated within lUe 
diftance of 16 Cofs to the weftward, and Tinnevclly is fituated within the diftance 
o f  twenty-four Cofs. This Gady is fituated within the limits o f the Tinnevelly 
country.

T he Gady o f  Trigody has four baftions, without a ditch, and u lies within 
twenty-eight C<jfs to the eaftward of Tinncvclly. Ramanautpoor lies within twenty 
Cofs to the weftward o f the faid Gady ; there is a thick wood round it.

The Gady o f Mtilmuda is built with mud, with eight baftions, without a ditch; 
and ihctc is a thorn hedge r<wnd it, and a river near*, there is a ftcfli watei wHl 
within, and woods round the faid G ady; and it lies wiibin twenty-foar Ccjfsto rhc 
weftward of Ramanautpoor: there is a large Pcttah within the diftance of a mufltet 
fliot. 'i  he Diltri^t of Mulmuda remained under tbe jurifdidion of Madura, in the 

6 Go\ernment
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GovCTnment o f  the Gtfntoo Rajahs, and it remained alfo fome time under the 
managennenf o f  the Circar.

The Gady o f Yarlachey, built with mud, with fix baftions, without a ditch ; 
and there is an opeh fi«ld on ail fidrs, and a frelh water well within the faid Gacly j 
and it li^  within twenty-eight Cofs to the weftward o f Ramanautpoor.

T h e  G a d y  o f  Nudocaud and Nutcaud is built with mud, with four baftions, 
without a ditch ; and there is an open field on all fides, and a frefh water well 
within i t ; and it lies within thirty Cofs from Ramanautpoor.

T h e  Gady o f Nundalgody is built with mud, with four baftions, without a 
ditch. There is a T ank called Teppoogonta to the weftward near the faid G ad y; 
there lies a Lake to the north fide, and a.Pettah to the caft fide o f the faid G ady; 
an open field on all fides; and it lies within thirty-two Cofs from Ramanautpoor,

» '

A ccom t o f  the Gadiis and Roads in the country belonging to the Zemindar ca lled
N aiceoty.

IN  the faid country fix Gadies are fituated; out o f which one is built with (lone, 
and the other five arc of mud, with fquare walls: tho place o f refidence of the faid 
Zemindar is here underwritten. There are many woods in the faid country; 
feveral o f them are full o f thorns; a paflagc is opened through the woods.t T he 
N aut CoHeries* places are adjoined to the laid country ; there are many Tanks and 
wells in the l a m e n o  fcarcity o f water.

Town o f Sevaganga is a place o f  refidence o f the faid Zem indar; and in the 
middle of which a fquare mud wall, witlwut a bjUtiou, is  built by way o f his palace j 
and rotind the faid palace the houfcs of the Uachapoots, horfemen, &c. people o f 
the faid Zemindar, are fjcuated. There are little woods within the diftance of one 
C o fs ; on all fidcs o f the faid town a thick wood is to be feen : from beyond two 
Cofs and a half o f the faid town no horfes or horfemen can pafs ; but as there are 
roads open on all fidts through the laid wood, the peopb are pafTmg and repaffing 
by the fame.

T he Gady of Tripatore, built with ftone,.wirh eiglit baftions, is fituated within the 
diftance o f feven Cofs to the north fide o f Sevaganga, and furrounded with a ditch 
on all fidfs, and it’s gate lies towards the welh Tliere are fome frefh water Tanks 
>*'ithin the faid G a d y ; a I'ank called Teppoogonta lies to the north of the faid ditch ; 
a great lake lies to the weft: and fouth, under which there grows Paddy. There is a 
thick wood round the faid Gady to the diftance o f half a Cofs and one Cofs. T he 
Jimits of Tondiman lay widiin the diliance o f two Cofs i the baftions are mounted 
«itJi guos large and linalL
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The Gady o f PuttDpallomcotah is buiJt with mud, with fix baftions, without'a 
ditch ; which is fituated within the diftance ot three Cofs from 1  ripatore, eight 
Cofs from Sevaganga and Nuttom : round the faid Gady thei;c is a thick w c ^ , 
within half a Cols and one Cofs. The faid Gady is a place o f refidcnce o f Tanda*

i:ioy Pilla, the Prime Minifter of the faid Zemindar.

T he Gady o f Paramala is built with mud, with four baftlons, without a ditch ; 
fituated within the diftance of eight Cc ŝ from Nuttom, and twelve Co& from Se
vaganga. There is a mount near the faid Gady, and round the faid Gady there arc 
many woods; on all fides f e v c r a l  Bramins’ houfes. A  Pagoda, and other people’s 
houfes are fituated without the faid Gady. Tlwrc arc ftvcral Naut CoUeries* 
houfes to be feen in the faid woods*

-The Gady o f Hanamantagood}' is built with mud, with fix baftSons, without a 
ditch ; fituated within the diftance of four Cofs from the limits o f Tanjore, and 
eight Cofs from the limits of Tondiman, and tweive Cofs from Sevnganga ; Soory- 
ancall Taver, one o f the brothers of Voyda Taver, Zemindar o f Nalcooty, and an 
enemy to him, refides in the faid Gady. There arc fevcral woods on all fidcs round 
the faid Gady, within the diftance of one Cofs and }■ Cofs. There are foine frcfh 
water Tanks within the faid Gady, and a Pettah without.

A place called Calyagody is fituated in the midft o f the woods, eight Coft frt>n\ 
Sevaganga; there is a thick and large extent o f woods round the faid place, which 
makes it difficult for people to pal's. Wodya Taver chofc it as a place of his re- 
fidcnce; in cafe of troubles he fends his family and cffefts there. A  Pagoda is alfo 
fitviated in the faid place •, and it lie;s within twelve Cofs from Tondy. There is a 
Tank alfo called Tcppo6gonta, always full of water.

The Gady o f Tripanom buik with mud, wkh eight baftions, is fituated within 
fix Cofs to the weftward of Sevaganga, and it has a ditch like a gutter-, there are two 
gates, one to the eaftward and the other to the fouthward : there runs Madura river 
rear the faid Gady to the caft fide. The Gadies of Trivadore and Trinattore, belong
ing to the Naut ColJeries, are fituated to the north o f the faid Gady : the Amuldar 
of Madura keeps theCircar Tanna in the faid Trivadorc andTrinattore. There is a 
thick wood on all fides o f the faid Gady; and to the north fide, and in the woods, the 
Naut Collerics’ houfes are fituated in different places, and they have Paddy fields : 
alfo there is a wood within the diftance of a quarter o f a C06, co the north and 1 
weft, and to the fouth and weft •, it lies within the diftance o f one Cofs to the faid 
Gady. There is a large and open field for the army to encamp; there arc fomc frefh 
water wells within the faid Gadys, and fevepal Tanks without. The baftions arc 
mounted with guns large and fm all; about a thoufand Peons arc always kept there 
by Nalcootv. 7  he Diftrifts of Tripanom remainded under the government o f the 
Gentoo Rajahn, and fometimes it remained under the management o f the Gircsrs; 
but the faid 2Ccmindar o f Nalcooty poficifcd himfelf o f the fame, The faid Gady 
is fituated within the diftance o f five Cofs from M adura; there is a wood on the 
road to Madura and Tripanom.
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T he Gady o f Avaryvarcotah hath been built with mud, with fix baftioni, but it is 
now demolilhcd, and remains without the Tanna or garrifon •, it is fituatcd within 
eight Cofs from Sevaganga.

Sevaganga is fituatcd within the diftance o f twenty-four Cofs from Ramanautpoor, 
*and there is a wood in the road with thorns ; the Tanks fupply with water in the 
rainy fcafons, and at other times people muft depend upon the well waters in the 
villages.

In confequence o f which the following letter is now wrote to General Sm ith:

3 o B rtgad ier-G em al Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the Troops on the Coaft.

S I R,
IN  o u r  letter to you o f the 17th April*, we defired that you would draw to

gether and encamp the detachment you (hould think it neccflary to form for an 
expedition againfl; the Marawar and Nalcooty Polligars ; and we informed you, 
that the N a b o b  had intimated to us his intention very fhortly to proceed to T ri- 
chinopoly to fettle his affairs in thofe parts, and to attend particularly to ihe pro- 
grefs of this expedition.

The Nabob having now informed us, that he cannot conveniently proceed im
mediately to Trichinopoly agreeable to his firft intention, and that he hach there
fore empowered h(S eldeft Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah, to take upon him the chargft and 
fuperintcndance of the expedition on his behalf 1 we therefore defire you will pay 
the fame regard and attention to his advice and opinion as you would have done to 
the Nabob, had he proceeded to the fouth, and taken thefc affairs under his own 
immediate management.

As we much wiHi to have this expedition completed as foon as poflible, that 
the heavy charges o f the field may ceafe, and the troops be ordered to their 
rcfpeftive ftations, we defire that, with the advice and concurrence o f Omdat-ul- 
Omrah Behauder, you will march and proceed on the intended fervice with all 
expedition ; taking care ncverthelefs, agreeable to our recommendation in our 
letter 'if the 17th, to have a proper ftore o f provifion, and that fufficient means 
are provided by Mader-uI-M ulk Behauder for furnifhing you with future 
fupplies.

W e have only to wilh you fuccefs, and to repeat our defire that you v.ill keep 
v s  conftantly advifed o f all material occurrences.

W e are, S I R,

Y our rnofl obedient humble fcrvants,
.. Fort St. George, ,

xil M ay, 1772. J O  S. D  U  P R  E , 8cc. Council.
*  V id e  p age  9 5 5 . . „

M N  JExtraSH
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'Extract o f  Proctedin^s o f  the Prejtdent and Council at Fort Sf: Georgiy in theh' MiUtaQ
Department, Mondc^, ^th Me^, 177^*

p r e s e n t ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt,
John Smith George Srratttm
Henrv Brooke ---------  _
John 'Wbitehirl Charles Stwitb 

George Mackay.

M E S S IE U R S  S T R A T T O N  and MACK A Y  having diffented, in Confiiltation the 
17th April*, to the refolutionof theBoard in favour o f an expedition againft the Maraw 

V a r  and NalcootyPolligars, and having on the 2 7th-f delivered in theirreafons forfuch- 
dilTentv I think it proper to a % n  the realbns which weiglicd with in e  agaiiift their
objections. I do not mean to enter at large into all the arguments in I'upport o f
an expedition againft thofc Polligars •, they have already been clearly flatcvi in the 
Minutes o f the Seleft Committee^ and thole o f the Board when the Minutes o f 
the Seleft Committee were read and approved. As the objeftions now made are 
fU3t againft an expedition, but againft tht expedition as propofed in General Smith's lettei- 
o f  the \oth inJlantX^ 1 fhall offer my realbns againft the objedions diftimfVly to 
each article.

To M r. M a cM s dijfent^

• Article i j l .  §

ift. Soon after the Tanjore expedition, it was recommended to General Smithy 
in a letter from the Board, to inform hirafclf o f the flrcngth o f tlie Marawar and 
Nalcooty Polligars, and to give us his opinion o f the force that might be neceflary 
ro call them to an account. After a Ihort time had clapfcd, he acquainted the 
Board, in a letter of the 23d Novembery, that upon the bcft information which, 
he could obtain, which however, he added, was only fuch as he had. procured by 
the means o f Hircarrahs, and was not to be depended oo, he thougtrf thfr 
following forcc would be neceflary, viz. Captains Matthews’ and Rumley’s cavjlry^  ̂
6co European infantry rank and file, four battalions o f Sepoys with their field 
artulcrv, fix pieces o f heavy cannon well manned, with a fufficient fupply o£ 
ftores. This force appearing to me, as I believe it did to every Member of the 
Board, greater than the ferviee to be performed required, I wrote to G eneral, 
Smith on the fubjed, and gave him the rcafons why 1 thought a greater force( 
Ihould not be employed than was ablblutely neceffary. In his rei>ly tl̂ e neafon he 
affigns for recommending fuch a forcc is in thcfe words : “  T he Company’s 
“  troops propofed for the Marawar expedition were 600 Europeans, four battalions 
“  o f Sepoys, and fix heavy guns;— a force fo rtfpedable, in that part o f the 
“  country, 1 confidered would have this good efl'eft of ftiortening the campaign, 
“  and tjic Marawars would make every conceffion the Nabob demanded with 

little more trouble than marching againft them.’* In the Board’s letter to 
General Smith o f the 3d inflant**, they recommend very paiticularly that the force

•  Vkl« page 961. t  t P*g«9 S4 *‘ S Page 961. HPjgegjo. ** Page 965.
to
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to be employed Ihovild not be greater than the fcrvice reall)r required y. in anfwer 
fo which General Smith propofes the following force, viz. 120 artillery, 400 
European infantry, three battalions o f the Company’s Sepoys, four eighteen and 
two twelve-pounder guns f to which the Nabob’s Son .propofed adding Matrh ws’ 
and Rumley’s cavalry, with Alexander’s and Loudon’s battalions 01 Sepoys j which 
indeed is left than the forde firft propofed in his letter o f 23d November, for 
which I think two very f^obable reafons may be affigned, viz.— either that the 
General, upon belter intelligence than he had when he recommended the larger 
force, nifty now think a fmaller fufficient; or that he hath abatpd o f the numbers 
firlt propofed, as- an approach towards the fentinients of the Board. But whatever 
the reafon be, it does not appear to me to be a valid objedlion againft the expe
dition— That die force nwv propofed is lefs than was propofed before,— (ince even 
the force now propofed is obje<fted againft as too great, i  acknowledge that I 
incline to the opinion that the force now propofed is greater than is abfolutely 
neceflary for fuch an expedition i and if  we had any other enemies in the field, or any 
other immediate or neccffary fervice for the troops, that might render it incon
venient to fpare the force now required, 1 fhould not fciuple to give my voice for 
appointing, by the authority o f the Board, livch a force as, upon gocxl advice, (houlct 
be thought by them  fufficient; becaufe, under fuch circumftances, the neceflity o f 
the fervice would authorize a bold rifk j and in cafe of failure, the Board would, by 
reafon of fuch neceflTity, ftand exculpated in the opinion of candid men : but in 
times fuch as thefe, when troops, i f  not employed on this fervice, will remain 
idle in g a rrifo n w h e n  the Commandir>g Officer o f the troo|w, informed of the 
frntimcnts o f the Board with ref[>e<fl to the force, declares his opinion dccifively 
for the force he has named ; when the Commanding Officer, having long fefved 
the Comp>any, and whofe condiidt has met with the llrongeft and repeated appro
bation of the Court of Directors ;— thefe cipcumftances-confidered, fliall we, with
out ncceflfjty, take upon ourfelves every rill: o f every protraflion, difadvantage, or 
even failure ? Shall we, by denying the force which the General whom the Court o f  
Diredtors have thought proper to appoint declares to be neceflary, wantonly render 
ourfelves refponfihle for all linifter events ? I donot think the prefent ftate o f our 
affairs requires fuch a rifk o f me, and therefore 1 decline it. But if 5»n expedition 
be neccffary o r  ]>roj>er, and fo it has been agreed to be, and the force required- . 
can be conveniently fpared, it docs not appear to me that the objedion to the 
force i: a fufficient reafon for objedcing.to the expedition.

*
y To the Second Oijeilion*'.

2d. I wiflt to fee it too,, and would run many riil<s to-obtain ir, but not the rifk; 
o f oppofing my judgment to that o f the Commanding Officer o f the troops, in at 
Blatter vvhe<ein he has-had better opportunities o f  informing himfelf than I have 
had in a matter belonging properly to his department, and at a time when the 
trc«[ys he defires may fpared without inconvenience to the fervice.. O br firft "  
objed%, I think, fiiould be— -oo fupporc the fythrm committed to our charge, fuch as ’ 
Jt is ; the next— to acquire as much honour in fupporting it as we can ; b u t  i f  we 
eaunot acquire honour, that is no reai'on why we Iliould not fupport it, i f  we- ‘

•  Vide page 96 .̂. 
z  Ibfe
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lofe no honour in doing fo. I f  by a fmall force our purpofe cotild be accom- 
pliflied, by a larger we cnfure, or at leaft increafc, the probability o f the accom- 
plifliment. Can we be difhonoured by accotnplilhing our purpofc even by a greater 
force than was abfolutely ncccffary ? I think, nut. But it is Cavd w e  might acquire 
honour, by cfFeding our purpofe with a fraaller force. , Tp..ufc a trite p.hrafe, 
there arc times when it is prudent to play a faving game. -I .know the army in 
general is much attached to General Sm ith: 1 have very ftrong reafon to helieve
that it is in general, from the Officer to the ranks, much difgofted with the 
Governor and Copncil for many caufcs, particularly on account o f the Tanjorc 
prize-money : under thefe impreflions we want their/ervices in the field : ftiall
we fend them thither under the General to whoiii they arc attached, and who wiU 
be in honour bound to exccute, with the detachment he hath choien, the fcrvice 
be hath undertaken ; or ftiall we irritate them move, by fetting ourfelvcs and anptlier 
Officer in oppofition to him, by undertaking the fame fcrvice wi«th half the men ? 
i s  this the time few fuch an-experiment ? 1 think not.

Sfi ihe ^ h ird  ObJeciionK

I f  the feafon be an objedion, it muft be againft the expedition on any plan, 
and not particularly againft the expedition aipropofed in General Smith's letter o f  the 
x oth  in jla n tf,  that is, againft the force propofed ; for it appears to w ,  that i f  the 
•exjiedition be neceflary or proper at this feafon with any force, it is proper to fend 
a larger force now than at another feafon, bscaufe o f the lofs to w hkn they arc 

■exp f̂ed. W e fhould prefcrve our men no doubt moft carefully, ar,d -we Ihoyld 
iicvcr rilk them wantonly, but we muft rifk them when tl̂ e fervice re<iuirc& k .

To the Fourth ObjeQion^,

T h e poflibility o f troubles from the Marattas, when they ftiall have done with 
H yder, is one o f  the ftrongeft reafons for preffing forward the qippedition againft 
Marawar, & c, now, and for fending fuch a force as may in all hunaan probability 
cnfure fucccfs; becaufe I deem it as certain as any future events can be, that 
thefc Polligars, irritated as they have been by the Nabob, and knowing his 
intentions againft them, will not fail, if  they arc left in their prefcnt ftrength, 
to difturb t ie  peace o f  the Madura and Tinncvelly countries, whenever \\;,e mall 
be obliged by R u b le s  in thefe parts to call our forces from the South ; and fihce 
w e  have not for^s fufficient to proteft the long line o f  country from Tinnevelly 
to Cuttack, good policy, I might fay neceffity, indicates that we ftiould, whil,c 
wc can, reduce thofe tributaries, who we arc fure will difturb us, whenever 
they fee us fo entangled as to be unable to oppofc them. T he benefit to be 
derived by the removal o f that danger, even at the expenfe o f fome Europeans, 
will, I think, be greater than any fervice the fame number o f men could render 
againft the Marattas were they to invade us, and thefe Polligars retain the power 
o f  ravaging the Madura and Tinnevelly countries, to the entire lofs o f it’s \  
revenue.

'To
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To the 5/J& ObjeBion.

I C A N  fay nothing to good or bad fortune, bccaufe I know not what it is---and 
1 lhall fay as little to the event o f the expedition againft Tanjore ; every light we 
have had has been fent home— there let it be judged. I declare I have not given 
my affentto t h i s  expedition to gratify the Nabob’s revenge on thofe Polligars, but 
becaufe, i f  they were not originally and naturally, ^  has made them his enc- 
mleSy and therefore it  i s ' necejfaty they JJiould be redu ced : it is n ecefa ty  w  it is ^eod 
policy th^  Jhould \ I  do not fen it is altogether JuJi, for ju fiie e  and good policy are 
not often related. T h e  Nabob’s delays or excufcs, to avoid paying the expenfes 
o f the expedition, are rifks we muft ever run, while our connexion with him 
remains on the prefent footing— nor can we prevent his appeals to the Crown : 
the queftion is. W hether, by the tenor and fpirit o f  the Company’s orders to this 
Prefidency, we are obliged to fupport and a/Tift him in eftablifhing and maintaining 
peace and good order in his government, and particularly in reducing the PoUigars; 
and whether it is not apparently for the peace, and fafety o f the Madura and T in- 
nevelly countries, that thcfe PoUigars (houldbe reduced ;— this granted, we muft run 
the rilks which attend it. It is not in this country alone that courtiers ufe pleaf- 
ing language to thofe whom they think it theiir intereft to pleafe. The Nabob, 
prefled here for his opinion o f the proper force, writes a letter which conveys no 
determinate idea, but which feems to lean to the opinion o f a fmall force, as the 
PoUigars are o f no great ftrength : [but what do the terms fm a ll or gr ea t  mean ? 
they are only comparative ; he exprelfes nothing determinately here]— while his Son 
in the South, who we m aybe certain fpeaks the words o f his Father, afTtyits to 
General Smith’s propofition, which recommends what is deemed here a Urge 
force. Can we blame the Nabob ? H e thinks there are here who will be beft pleafed 
with the idea of a fmall force; he knows what is alTented to in the South wiH be moft 
pleafmg here. W hat then can be gathered from what he has faid or hinted in 
cither place ? he wants our afliftance, and wifhes to obtain it without difgufting 
any-, and he flfeuld no doubt wifh to obtain it rather at a fmall than a great ex- 
penfe. But fuppofe the Nabob had named a fpecifick force, the queftion might well 
be a/ked, who is the proper judge o f the fpecifick force for a fpecifick fervice, the 
Nabob, or the Officer who is to command ? which Officer tells us, that he has taken 
the opinion o f the Nabob’s Son, who mull fpeak the Nabob’s fcnfe, at leaft that 
fcnfc which he thinks proper to declare.

To M r. Stratton's D ijfent,

H A V IN G , in the order o f  entering the diflents, replied firft to M r. M ackay’s, 
there remains but little to obfervC on Mr^Stratton’s ■, becaufe, tho* the order ot 
arrangement be different, the fpirit, as far as it goes, is nearly the fame.

To the i j l .
T H IS  is replied to in the latter part o f my anfwcr to M r. M ackay’is 5th 

objection.
n  O  To
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• ‘ to*'

I  R E F E R  to  the anfwtr to Mr, Mackay’s ad.* Simpor»ng that the forcc required 
by General Smith is greater than is abfoJutely neccflary. I think General Smith’s 
Teafon for propOfing it deferves attention ; — he thinks it willfhorcen the expedition, 
and that there will be l i t t l e  m o r e t r o u b l e  than marching againft them. And i f ,  as is fug-

fefted in the 4th objedion, there is caufe to be on our guard againft the Marattas and 
'rench, and therefore that our Europeans Ihould not be employed at fo great a 
<Ttftancc j then it follows, that if the reduition o f thcfe Polligars be proper— and it 

■has been agreed to  be proper— it ftiould be executed as expeditimifly aspofTible. I f  
■our arms have really of late fallen into difcredir, furely it cannot be prudent to rifk 
further dilhonour, by hazarding a party merely adequate, when a pany amply fuf- 
fieientto enfure fuccefs, as far as fuccefs can be enfured, may be Ipared without in
convenience^ But 1 do not admit that our arms have fiiffercd fucn diflionour as has 
been fwggelled. In the Myfore war tl)c enemy conftantly fled before us  ̂ and we were 
driveh to a peace for want o f money ; our treafury therefore fuffered more difcre- 
dtt than our arms. In rhe expedition againft Tanjore, the declared purpofe to  the 
world, whate\<r the latent purpofe might be, was to call him to an account, atid not 
to  conquer him; and he was compelled to fubmir to the terms demanded o f him: 
W herein did our army fuffer dilhonour ?

To the $d OhjeBhn.

1  itE F E R  to the latter part of the ahfwcrto M r. M ackay’ s firQ obje^lionfi,

Tg the A(th ^

8 R E F E R  to the anfwcr to Mr. Mackay’s fourth^:. ^

3 0 s .  DU T R ^

T H E  Board entirely agree with the Prtfidcnt in the ftreumenfs and reafOTscos- 
4 aincd in the above remarks on MciTieurs. Stratton’ s and M ackny’s iHflcnts.

Mr.. Mackay acquaints the Board, that he thinks itneceflary to reply to the Pre« 
fident’s remarks; and which he requcft* be may be permitted to do at a fubfcnuent 
confulwtion— which is agreed to.

•  V ide page 967, f  Ibid. J  T age 968,
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EKtraci o f  Proceedings o f  the Trefident and 'Council at Fort St. George^ in ib e ir  M ilitary
Department^ Monday, w t b  1772,

P R E S E N T ,

;|6{ias D >5 Pr£ Efquirc, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith ------------------
Henry Brooke

A P P E N  T) I X . N». XKVT* '  ̂ 971

John W hitehill Charles Smith.

T h e  following reply o f Mr. M ackay to  the Prefident’s obfervatlons on his (M r, 
jMackay'^s) dilTent to the Marawar expedition, is now laid before the Board :

AS I think the Prefidcnt, in his remarks on my diflent, to which the Board have 
agreed, has miftaken fome part o f my meaning, and sis I wifh to be clearly under- 
(lood whcnevfT I give an opinion at this Board j in order to explain more fully 
5what I have already faid, 1 beg leave to offer a few obfcrvations on the Prefidcnt’* 
Tcmarks.

0 » his \fi Remark*.

I T  is very -improbable I could mean (and I declare! did not) to offer as a reafon 
fo r  my diflcnting to the exjiedition, that General Smith had propofed a lefs force h o w  

than he had a t f i r f i ; when I declare, that the force now required is, in my opi-r 
nion, raore than twice fuSicient for the undertaking: it would therefore be-abfurd 
in me to find fault with the General for naming z fim ll  fo r c e ,  when I argue for a ftili 
/mailer one than he has named. I might neverthelefs b« o f opinion the expedition 
could have been undertaken at firll with a lefs force than at prefent •, and it was 
to fliew in a ftroiiger light tlic impropriety o f the General’s thinking otherwifr, 
that I made ufe o f that argument. T he reafons given by the Prefidcnt for our fub- 
fcribing to the Opinion o f the ComnundingOlHcer, without making any further en- 
<juirlcs,I confefe have weight, but notfo much with me as with the Prefident. H cfays, 
that General Smith has been appointed by the Court o f  Wref^ors, has ferved the 
Company long, and that hts conduiS: has been re]>catedly approved by tl;em. I 
confider every fexvant on the €(lablifiiment,xivil and military, without diftindioni, 
•eq^ually under the direction o f this Government, for the purpofe o f carrying on tlic 
pubiic fervicc in that maiwicr which flial! appear to them, on mature deliberatioa, 
t o  bemoft.fq>r the adrantageaiid credit o f their Em ployers; and in all cafes where 
the Court o f Direftors do not give us pofirive orders but leave us at liberty 
to judge, I take it for granted, that whether we follow our own opinion, 
■or that o f  any one elfc, we arc equally jelponfible for the event o f  meafures 
which receive our fandtion.; Iww then can I, as a Member o f this Board, con- 

■jcur in fending General Smith at the head o f  a large army, to perforna a fer- 
Aticc, which I am convinced in ray own miod would be better and fooner

*  V id e  po jM  ^ C 6, 9 6 7 ,
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fxccutcd by iVvcral other OfEccrs I could name,with lefi than half the force required 
by General Smith ? People may fay and think what they p lea fc , it is not inrtjv power 
to ppfvcnt clveir doing fo •, but I tieclarc before God that I do not bear that Gentle
man any perfonal ill will or animofity, and never did. As a man, I believe him 
jK>lIeli'cd o f feveral good qualities j as jrn Officer to command, I believe him deficient 
in fome very tffcntial ones, and that the fervice has greatly faffered by thofe deE- 
cicncies nor is it in my power to alter this opinion ’till I am ccmvinced it i» 
wrong, evc» if  aTI mankind differed from m e. Our not haying any other enemies 
in the field, does not appear to me 1 pood rcafon for confenting to the number o f  
troops demanded, or to any Other number tha£ might be demanded, i f  we fhoulil 
be o f opinion that they are too many. precedent is bad, and may be attended 
•with confequcnces very injurious to the fervice, in point o f honour as well as cxpenfe. 
Indeed the Prefideiit’s idea and mine differ very widely in this matter; he is rnclined 
to the opinion, that the force required is greater than is abfelutely neccflary ; where
as 1 do verily believe, that the force required Ls much greater than is neceflliry at
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could never be given with more propriety than in the irefent cafe i but i f  good 
advice can be had, why not take it at all time* and in al circumftances, and more 
efpecially when the advice already given is oppofed by any Member o f this Board ? 
T h e operations of Government muft be often at a ftand, if the apprchenfion o f  
bjame, in cafe o f not fucceeding, be a bar in the way o f thofe who are not at the head 
o f  it, to do what they think is right. I have fcwvr inducements than any one here 
to run*much rifk for the good o f  the fervice, nor do I pretend to a greater degree 
o f public virtue than the reft of mankind ; but I am nererthelefs o f opinion, that 
the affairs o f Government can never be properly conduced, without running many 
rifks V and what riflts more neceffary for the good o f the fervice to run, than to em
ploy on fucb occafions as the prefent, without regard to rarik or feniority, the Officer 
we believe moft capable of ferving the public, and at the leafl ei^enfe. I f  to 
think it right that another Offkcr ftiould command this expedition, as 1 certainly do  ̂
for the reafons I have already given, be conftrued as fetting up that Officer in oppo- 
fition to General Smith, it may be extremely inconvenient for any Member at this 
Board, under the apnrehenfion of fuch an imputation, to give his opinion freely on 
any military matter that comes before him. For my own part I do declarc, when I 
dilTentcd to the expedition, I had not fuch an idea, otherwife than as 1 believed the 
good o f the fervice required. I am furc my fentiments in general with regard to the 
Commanding Officers, have on feveral other occafions been known to thi» Board 
long before tJjc Officer  ̂ who I imagine is meant in the remarks, arrived hcre>

On the i d  Remark*.

I T H IN K , whenever our troops arc employed agninft country enemies, they 
muft lofe fome honour i f  they do not acquire i t ; becaufe we ought as much as jpof- 
fible to imprefi thofe people with a belief, that nothing we undertake is inipomble

for
• Vide page  967,
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for our troops ta  per/onii. I am-for fupporting tlie fyftcm committed to our,charge
as,s niuch as afly.iiian ; and tho’,1 4o not think wc can fuffer diflionour by accompUih- 
ing our purpofe witii, e v e n  a  greater force chan is abjclutely necclTary, yet I aiti o f '  

opinion, that it; is derog^atppy to the honour of this fervice,. to fend a General Officer, 
at the head o f a,o arrny  ̂ tQ 4 rive a few caked Polligars ouc o f  fome mud torts. 
\Vhe;n die Raja|i,(^TapJot;4tpok lJanaiiiantagoody,and recfuced Ilamanaut (or Rama- 
nadaporani).ro the lad exjremity he had with him, as I am informed from pretry 
good authority,, iio riicgre than about three thoufand men, horfe. Peons, and Col> 
leries.;— a loit,c npt equal, in my opinion, to a battalion o f our Sepoys. T he real r<̂ i* 
Ion of the army’s attachment to General Smith, is, I believe, fo well known to this 
Board, that ii is unneceflary for me to fay much on the fubjeft. I f  a pliant confti- 
tutionalgood nature, that can refufc nothing to folicitations, be fometimes reckoned 
a virtue in private life, in a public charafler I am certain it is quite otherwife { and 
more particularly at the head o f an army, where, without a proper degree o f  feverity, it 
would be inipoffible to enforce that ftrift difciplinc and due fubordination fo 
cflentially neceflary in a military life : therefore the plea o f the army’s attachment to 
General Smith, is, in my opinion, rather againit the Prefident’s argument. I believe 
every Member at this Board may fafely lay his hand upon his heart, and declare, 
that he has never endeavoured nor wifhed to injure the army in any one refpeft what
ever, W hence then can thisdifliketo theGovernor and Council arife, butfrtjm their 
being taught to believe that they are deprived o f many aekmta^es and douceurs, which 
the Governor and Council might and ought to obtain for them ? and if  opinions 
fo ill-grounded, and fo injurious to the (governor and Coundl, are not encouraged by 
theCommandingOfficer, it is very certain I believe,and the Board have often thought 
fo, that they are not fufficiently fuppreffed by him, I think therefore, that' the 
army’s beinjj difgufted at the Governor and Council, ought not to be urgcJi as a  

rcafon for General Smith’s commanding the expedition, but a very good rcafon 
for fending another Officer, who would prevent their being diflatisfied.

Oh the R emark*,
W H E N  I mentioned the fcafon as an objection, I meant it only with relpcft to 

the Europeans, and not the Sepoys; becaufe I believe the fervice might be performed 
with them and a very few artillery-men and Topafles to manage the guns.

On the Remark -f.

C O U L D  I bring m yfelf to believe that the expedition would be attended with the 
fucccis e^peded from it, and that fpeedily, though I (hould then objeft to the force 
as too large, yet I fliould agree in opinion with the Prefident, to prefs it forward as 
taft as poflible j and I think it might be good policy to dofo for the rcafons he gives.

On the s t h  RetnarkX>

T H E  Prefident may nor, perhaps, know what good and bad fortune is-, yet I  think 
he muft know very well what I mean, when I fay that General Smith had been

* Vide Page 968, t  IbW. J Page 969,
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hiihtrto unfortunate in all hh military operation'. W e arc undoubtedly dircdlt-d, by 
the Company’s orders, to fupport the Nabob's Governirurnr, ami to leduce thcJ^olii- 
gars t^clonging to that Gavtrnment to his obedience; but whether ihctwoPoliigars 
now inqaeltion were meant among the number,orfounderfto^itl then by ■thisGovern- 
n icfit, I doubt very much, as it is but lately that the idea ot fhe J' being tributary to tl>c 
Nabob has been adopted. If we are to make war with every rovycr that he makes his 
enemies, we njuft endeavour to conquer the greateft part o f the |)«ninrul3 o f India for 
him; and whether it may be good policy in usto exhault our <mall refourcesof men arul 
money, in order to reduce thofe Polhgars, and enlarge the NRbob’s dominions, at a 
time when he is ufing everyendeavour in his power to throw off his dependence on the 
Company, is a point that I lhall not take upon me to determine. I do blame thcNabdb 
very much for being fo unfteady and infincere, as to give it here under his hand, 
that a few Europeans, added to his own troops, would fufficient-, an»l at the fame 
time to direft his Son at Trichinopoly not only toconfent to the larg<? army General 
Smith had propofed, but to defire that more troops might-be /iili adtled to it. The 
real truth is, that afkingthe opinion, either o f the Father or the Son, is a mere mat- 
ter"of form, and nothing elfe. That the Officer who is to command the expedition 
ought to be a better judge than the Nabob o f the proper force, admits not of the 
leall doubt; that is not what I contend fo r; but that other Olficets are ftill better 
judges than the Officer who hss named liic prelent force, and I think we ougiit 10 
have confulted them.

G E O .  M A C  K A Y .

T he Prefident acquaints the Board, that the above reply having been delivered K> 
him „ he thought it neceliary to make foi«e remarks thereon, which are now readws 

’ follow:
The freftdcnt's Retnarks thenoiu

A S  I think enough ha<i been faid on the fubjeft of the expedition againfl: Marawar 
and "NalctXity, to enable the Court of Directors to form their judgment o f the pro
priety  o f undertaking it, and ot our motives for committing the command o f it 
-to General Smith, 1 wifh I could have avoided faying any more on the fubjeeftj b^t 
M e. Mackay’s oblcrvation?, now laid before the Boaid^ require o f o k  a  further eic- 
planation. ^

I ft. Mr. Mackay obferves, ihnt the reajons g iv tn  f o r  our fub fcrih ing to the opinion o f  
the (lotnmaniing Officer, w ithout making a>y fu r th er  enquiries, have w eigh t, i^ c. and in 
another place, that i f  good  advice can be had, wL-y not take it F From whence it may 
be inferred, 'that  ̂ am for ftibfcribing implicitly to the opinion e f  thc Commantl- 
ing Officer, and that I refAil'e to .hear any other opinion, or to take any other ad
vice. T o  remove the impreflions which might be made by fuch obfervations, it 
is neccflary thait 1 fhould explain the caufe that has given rife to them.

M r. Mackay propofed at the Board to afk the advice and opinion o f Sir Robert 
Fictcher^ in refpedl to the force proper for the expedition. I had before afked hSs

t  Vide page 972.
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■ojMnlon for my information, and not to be made a matter’ o f public record; I  
found it CO be con form ab le  to M r. Mackay's, and this I communicatcd at the
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opinion already
it ;pabJickI‘V̂  it niull be foi- one of-tkefe two purpofes,— T o  follow It, or to rejcdt 

-it: i f  wc follow it, foch afefolution will have all the appearancc ■of ferting up 
5 ir Robert Fietclier in oppofirion to<Jencral Smith, and cannot fail of difgulling 
the latter } i f  we d« nor follow-it, the eonfequence will be, .that Sir Jlobcft 
Fletcher will na'.urall)" think that we ought not to have called upon him publickly 
for his opiniori, if  we meant not to be guided b)' it, and he may be difgufted. 
General Smith is aflually Commanding Officer of the troops ; Sir Robert Fletcher 
may come to that command; I faw no good to the Service by difgufting either of 
them, and fetting thi.m at va Ha nee ; and I thought further, that, in confideration 
to Sir Robert Fletcher, to whom I think it could not have been agreeable, we 
ought not to pla<?e him in fo difagreeable a fituaiion, as that o f giving an opi
nion contrary to his judgment, or contrary to that o f his Commanding Officer, 
and that too in-a matter -wherein I think the fervice not materially affedted ; T he 
■iioard w ll give ttfftimony whether this is a true and candid ftate o f the cafe or not. 
1  fhall only add to this declaration, thjrt I have a great refpedt for the merit and 
abilities of Sir Robert Fletcher ; but fo long as the Court of Direftors Ihall think 
proper to continue General Smith in the command o f their forces, I lhall think it 
niy-diity to fupport him in the honour srnd execution o f that command ; and'I 
will not give my aflent to any meafure, without neceffity, to difguft him ancl drive 
him from that command : and if, in my time, Sir Robert Fletchcr fliould’ come 
to that command, I (hall then, from the fame motives, think it right to fxtpport 
him as eftc<fVually. I do by no means agree with M r. Mackay in opinion, that 
whetiTcr we employ the Officer appointed and approved by the Court o f Diredbors 
in a matter properly belonging to the office and dtpartment to which he is fo 
appointed, or whether we, by an exertion of power, wreft from him his proper 
office, and, in oppofition to his fentimcnts, commit the execution of it to another, 
we are equally rcfponfjble •, I think in the firft cafe w« .are not refponfible for tke 
executive paj-t, and in the fccond cal'e I think we arc wholly tjc(ponfible. I do not 
■fay that fuch an.ejcertion o f power (hould never be made; there ix f cafes where it 
might be very proper; but the neceffity muft be very apparent, which it is not Jo 
me in the prefent cafc.

j-5ib.W e havefaidmorefhanonce inourproceedingSjthatwehaveno abfolure proof 
ihdt the Marawar and Nalcooty arc tributaries and dependants on the Nabob’s G w crn- 
m ent: the Nabob alTerts it ;  we have no proof to the contrary ; and I believe they 
were always underltood to be fo by this Government, from Mr. Saunders'time down 
to the prefent period. W h y tJien is the doubt now ftarted, after having, upon that 
claim, undertaken the Tanjore expedition, and refolved even on that which is no,w 
brought in queftion ? and how does it follow, that becaui'c wc do, by virtue of the 
Company'’s ĝCnpral pUn, fupport the Nabob in regulating tlie interior gbverh-

men*
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ment, that is, by reducing to obedicncf the rcfr.i£l:o^ dependants, tlIa  ̂ therefore 
w c,are to make war with every Pnwcr that he makes his ’enemies? The one is 
conformable to the fyftem laid down for oiir Govcrnmenr, the other utterly repug
nant to it. ,

J O S .  D U  P R E .

T he Board confirm the Prefident’s rcbrion o f what paficd on the fubyeft o f 
the propofal made for confiilcing Sir Robert Ffetchcr on the force necefi'ary for 
the expedition, and at the lame time declare their concurrence in the remarks 
made by the Prefident on Mr. Mackay’s reply.

Extract o f  L etter from  G ev er  nor Du P re to the Nabob o f  the Ccrmatick^ dated i^ th
1772.

I T  is ejrceedingly fatisfatftory to me, and I can venture to affure your Excellency 
it will be fo to the Company, that your Excellency hath alfo promifed to rcimburfe 
the Company immediately, over and above the aforementufned fums, the amount o f 
whatever fhail be by them expended in extraordinary charges on account o f the e x 
pedition againd the Marawar and Nalcoocy, or on account o f any expeditions againft 
any other Pulligars f  ; and permit me to add tho’ it is not exprelTcd in rour letter, 
the amount ot all military Itores, buildings, and repairs, as I underilood fuch to be 
your intention and declaration to me, for they alfo arc extraordinary chargcs.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  t i c  Prcfuknt and Council at Fort St. George, in tlm r MiUtmy
Department, i^ th  M aj, 1772.

C A M E  in the following letter from General Sm ith:

7 c the Honourable Joftas Du P re Efquire, Prefident and Governor^ o f  Fort
St. G eorge.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs the Board on the i i t h inftant; on the u r h  we 
marched <0 Tovogaddy, and this day to a high ground, Vellum bearing E . S. E . 
diftance two miles. Here we lhall be obliged to halt to-rporrow and next day, 
at the Nabob’s requeft, on account of fome bufinefs he has with the Rajah o f 
T  anjorc.

I have wrote to Mr. Dawfon to ftation Tappalls from Cuddalore to Trevalore, 
a large town about ten miles weft of Negapatnam, from whencc I (hall continue 
them to Tondy, and (when it can be done with fafcty) elfcwhere, as the fituation 
o f the army may make it neceffary, in order to be as regular as pofllble iu advi- 
fing our operations.

I have the honour to be.
Honourable Sir,

Camp near Vellum , W ith refpedk and efteein,
13th M ay, 17 7 X . Your moft obedient fcrvant,

J. S M I T H .

ExtraSt
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KxtraSl o f Proceedings o f the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their Military 
Department, Monday, i%tb May, 1774.

p r e s e n t ,

Jofias D u Pr^ Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratton
Henry B r o o k e ---------------------
John W hitehill Charles Smith.

ExtraSl o f Letter from General Smith to the Prefident and Council, dated. Camp near
Tricbinopoly, i i t h  M ey,

To the Honourable Jofias D u  P r i  Efquire, Prefident and Governor, ^ c .  Council o f
Fort St, George,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  been honoured with your commands o f 17th ultimo and ift inftant; 
in confequence the actillery, ift battalion o f the ift regiment of infantry, the
grenadier company of the ift battalion of id  regiment, and the ift battalion o f
Sepoys, with Captain Rumley’s cavalry, marched and encamped on the Plain on 
the 2,3d ultimo ; they were foon after joined by the 5th and loth battalions o f
Sepoys, and by two battalions o f the Nabob’s, with fome TopalTes.

•
. I had given Mader-ul-Mulk the earlieft notice o f the quantity o f grain neceflary 
to fiibfift the troops, o f which he promifed to provide 3000 bullock-loads of rioe 
by the 9th •, and as that fupply was in great forwardntfs, in o-̂ dcr to be retanfcd 
as little as poffible, on the 7th I detached the heavy guns and ftores to V ellum : 
laft night the remainder of the rice was received : this morning the army moved 
into the Vellum road, and to-morrow we lhall proceed with all poflible expedition 
on our route.

I think it neceflary to inform you, Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder has reprefented to 
me, that from the frequent mifmanagement of the grain in camp by his people, 
he was apprehcnfive we fliould be entangled in the fame difficulties as at Tanjorej 
and Ml order to^obviate the caufe, he applied to me to dircft Mr. Petrie to take 
charge of the Circar rice that is now in Camp, and might hereafter be received, to 
ifllic it (when the ftock in the Buzar is exhaufted) to the Sepoys, Lal'cars, and 
neceflary attendants o f the army, and to account with him for the proceeds. A l
though fenfible of the expediency o f iuch a meafure, and the fatisfaftion I may 
hope to receive from Mr. Petrie’s management o f the grain, I have declined em
ploying him in that capacity ’ till I am acquainted with the fentimcnts o f the t lo -  
nourable Board, which I rcqueft I may be kvoured with.
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I have not advlfed you o f every particular as they happenedj but have no doubt 
tTie Honourable Prcfidcnc did, as all occurrences have been communicated to him 
in due courfe.

The B i r d ’s Re/oluiiott^

A g r e e d , That Mr. Petrie be appointed to take charge o f  the Circar grain ia 
Camp, conformable to the defire of Madcr-ul-Mulk Behauder, and the recommen
dation o f  General Smith, and that inftrudlons be prepared for him.

Jof. Du Pre 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John W hitch ill 
Charles Smith.

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. G eofge, in their Military
Department, \()th May^

T H E  following letters were this day wrote ;

Te Brigadier-General Jofeph Smith, Commanding Officir ^  the Troops on the C*afî

S I R ,

W E  have received your letter of the 11th inflant.

In confequence o f the application of Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, that the grain 
in Camp belonging to the Circar be put under the charge o f M r. Petrie, and whicb 
you have recommended as cfiential to the good o f  the fervice, we confent thereto: 
Madcr-ul-Mulk Behauder muft however be particularly informed, that we do by 
no means, by fuch our acquiefcence, take upon us to I'upply the detachment 
with grain and provifions, which muft depend folely upon him, to whom the N a
bob has committed that charge; our intention being only that iuch grain and 
provifions as he lhall furnilh be iffued to the troops, and accounted for in the 
moft regular manner;  for which purpofe we have thought project to lay down fome 
rulfs and regulations for Mr. Petrie’s conduit in this employ, copy o f which 
comes now enclofed for your perufal.

W e fViall lay before the Nabob the bill for repairs o f officers* quarters at T ri- 
chinopoly, and will endeavour to obtain hi& cotifcnt for allowing the fame.

W c  are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George, ^
19th M ay, 1772. J O S . D U  P R E ,  & c . Council.
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Jo M r, fVilUam P etrie.
S I R ,

I N  confequence of the dcfire o f Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, and the recommen
dation o f GenerarSmith, that tlie- Circar grain fupplicd the detachaifot may be 
put under your charge; we have conl'cnted thereto, ^nd have thought it neceflary 
to lay down- the following rules for your conduft in this employ :

You muft keep very regular and exadt accounts o f all grain and provifions put un
der your charge by Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder or his people, for which you ar  ̂to give 
receipts j the price thereof mult be fixed on your receiving them, to enable you to 
bring them regularly to account.

T hey are only to be iflued to the Sepoys, Lafcars, and f\jch other atrendants on 
the army as General Smith fhall fee proper •, and you muft alfo be careful to keep 
exadt accounts o f all iffues, according to the indents delivered to you by the proper 
officers; agreeable to which indents you arc to collctt the amount, at a certain 
price to be afcertained and fixed by Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder, who will no doubt 
eonfult General Smith thereon  ̂ fuch amount^ when collcdied, muft be carried to 
the credit o f the Nabob.

Y o u  will alfo keep regular accounts o f all lofles that may arife, cither by the ene
my, waftage, or by any other means.

Copies o f your accounts you will tranfmit monthly to us.

W c are. Sir,

Y our affcdionate friends,
JFort St. GeorgCy /
19 th M ay, 17 72. J O S .  D U  P R E , & c. Council.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent attd Council at Fort St, George, in their Military D e
partment, i i j l  May., 1771.

C A M E  in the following letters from General Smith

So the Honourable Jqftas Du P r i  Efquire, Preftdent and Governor y fsfc. o f  Fort Si. George.
Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the lionour to add refs you i jth  inftant, when I mentioned the Nabob*s 
defire of haltittg here on tlie 14th and 15th; and as his bufinels with the Rajah was 
not then concludcd, we have bet-n obliged , to halt this day alfo. I have now the 
plcafure to acquaint you that wc lhall march in the morning, and am. Honourable 
Sir, with relped.

Y our moft obedient fervant.
Camp near Vellum,

i6 th M a y , 1772. J O S E P H  S M I T H .
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'To tJje Honourable Jo fia s Du P r i  Efqulrt, Prefidtnt and Governor^ Fort St. Georgt. 

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs you ycfterday, and agreeable thereto we marched 
this morning and encamped i Vellum bearing N. W . by W . diftaiice lo  miles, and 
13 from our laft ground.

I lia v e  the pleafure to acquaint you, that the medicmes, fo m4icl; wanted by the 
D oflors, arrived fafe in Camp this afternoon*

I am, Honourable Sir, with refpe^b.

Your moft obedient fervant*
Camp at CaflTanadoo,

17th M ay, 1771- J O S E P H  S M I T H #

E xtra s o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefidtnt and. Council at F ort St. George, in their M i
litary Departmnt, z^d  A£q>', 1772.

Extract o f  L etter from  General Smith to Governor D« Pr/, dated, Camf a t *fAffier
Choultry, 18 tb May, 1772.

I H A D  tbe honour to advifc you yefterday o f  the arrival o f  the troops at a v.l- 
lagc called Calfanadoo, from whence we proceeded on our route this morning and 
encafiipedj our laft ground bearing S E. by E . diftancc eight miles. T he Ihortnefs 
o f  our march was on account of the water, there bemg none nearer than fourteen 
miles from hence.

To Bngadier-G enei al Jofeph Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the Troopi on the Coajf,

S I R,

IN  our inftruftions to you, dated 30th December 1768, we defired that in future, 
with the returns o f the army every month, you would tranfmit lo us a regulai and 
circ’jmftantial detail o f all difpolitions ot the troops, encampments, marches, lines 
o f battle, and other military orders given out by you, together with the copy o f 
the journal kept by you of all occurrences. Our rcafons for defirjng fuch detail 
and journal were, that we might thereby be enabled not only to draw ufeful infor
mation therefrom, relative to the fcal'on and country where our troops might be em
ployed, and the propriety and pi^ftiMbiiity of the operations they might be en
gaged in, but that you might ftand vindicated for all meafurcs when taken to the 
beu o f your judgm ent; and that we might have before us materials fufficient to 
form our opinion on, and to advife our Honourable Employers o f the grounds and 
motives for twr conduct, as well as of all occurrences.

W c
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W e confider this regulation to be in force in all military operations whatever, 
as the reafons for making it will always e x ift; and we impute our not having 
received from you fuch detail and journal o f the expedition againfl: Tanjore, to 
ypur not having adverted to this regulation at the tim e; we however defire you 
will furnifh us with one as foon as you have leifure ; we alib defire that you will 
tranfmit to us monthly the like detail and journal o f  the operations on which 
you are now em ployed; and the Engineer fhould be inftrudled to make a fketch 
o f  the country through which you march, copy o f which you will pleafe to tranf- 
mit to us from time to time, which will be o f great ufe in enabling us to form our 
judgm ent on the prefent operations, and in taking meafures for the future fecurity 
and good government o f the country that may be reduced.

It is with much concern we find ourfelves under a neceflity o f infornning you, that 
it is currently reported here, that when you turned out the army to receive the 
N abob’s eldeft Son, Omdat-uI-Omrah Behauder, on his taking the field, a general 
hifs was raifed by the troops: we fay we have it only from report, and therefore our 
information cannot be authentic ; but whether it be true or falfe, we cannot in juf- 
tice to you, as well as to ourfelves, avoid mentioning i t ; fince if  it be falfe, that 
you may have an opportunity o f refuting the report; and if  it be true, that you 
may inform us whether any and what meafures were taken to feize the ringleaders, 
that a fevere and exemplary punifliment might be infiided on them. T he N a 
bob, as a friend and al y o f the Company, and under their immediate protedion, 
is entitled to every mark o f deference and refpeft from their Servants ; the infultf 
therefore faid to have been offered to him, in the perfon o f his Son, was o f fuch a 
nature as ought not to have been pafled over j fince at the fame time that it refieds 
great dilhonour on this Government, it manifefts an unpardonable licentioufiiefs 
in the anny.

W e are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George, /
23d M ay, 1772. J O S .  D U  P R E ,  & c. Council.

ExtraSi o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ititary
Departmentt z^th M a y , i ’].’]z .

Cau;e in the following letter from General Smith :

To the Honourable Jo fia s Du P r i  Efquire, Prejident and Governcry feV. o f  Fort St*
George.

/

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honoui to advife you yeflerday o f the arrival o f the troops at Jafficr 
Saib’s Choultry j from whence we marched this morning and cncampcd, our laft

1 1 R  ground
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ground bearing N . by W . -7 W . dlftance foui tctn milcs» I have the honour to be 
-with reTpcdt,

H onourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fcrvant,.

Camp near Pettah Cotah,
19th M ay, 1772. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

ExtraSl o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council at Port St. G eorge, m  their Milt to y .
Department, 26tb Mayy 1772.

Received tlie following letters from General Smith :

TV the Horuwablt Joftas D» Pre Efqutrê  Prifident and Governory i^c, of Fort SL
George.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour toadvifc you yefterday o f the arrival o f the troops at I^ettah 
Cotah, from whencc we marched this morning S. by W . 15 miles, and encamped 
on the fea beach. To-morrow I fhall be obligtrd to halt in order to refrcfh the 
cattlc, as they are not in a condition to perform the next day’s march, on accoutit 
of the badnefs of the road.

1 have the honour to be with refpe£t.

Honourable Sir,

Y our mod obedient fervanr.
Camp at Sheedoobava Satrum,

20thM ay, 1772. J. S M I T H ^

f o  the IIoHouralfle Jofias Du P re Efquirey Prejident and G o v e rm , ^ c .  o f  Fort St,
Georgt.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to advife you o f the arrival o f tb« troop« at Sheedoobava 
Satrum on the 20th from whence we marchcd this morning S. by W . -i; W% 13 
miles, andcacamped near the fca. 1 have the honour to be with rcfpe^t,

- Honourable Sir,

^  *"0^ obedicDt fe m n t.
Camp at Ureat Mungalum,

aad M ay, 1772. j .  S M I T H .
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ExtraB o f  P roceedings o f  the Pre/tdent and Council at Fori St, George, in their M ilitary
Departtnen:, z<jth May, 1772*

Came in the following letters from General Smith :

To the Honourable J o fm  D u P r i  Efquire, P refidtnt and Govtrnor, &c. o f  Fort Si.
George.

«

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  the honour to acquaint you, that we marched this morning miles 
S. W . anJencampcd one mile diftance trom the fea.

By letters from Captain Loudon dated this morning, he mentions his having 
dcrach**d lonjc Scjioys from Tondy to ta-';e polfcffion o f three finall forts, which the. 
Polligars i^ropofcd to furrcnder. I  have the honour to be with ref|>edt.

Honourable Sir,

Your mo2  obedient fervant,.
Camp at Arma Satrum, '

2 jd  May, 1772. . J. S M I T H .

• To the Honourable J c fta s  Du P r i  Efquire^ p re jid en t and G overnor o f  Fort St. George^

Honourable Sir, »

I H A V E  the honour to acquaint you of the arrival o f the troops at T ond y, 20 
miles S. VV. by S. from our iail ground.

 ̂T he Nabob has difapproved Captain Loudon’s accepting the propofal made to 
him o f taking pofleffion of the three little forts mentioned in my laft, whichr the 
Polligars had evacuated, and has ordered the Sepoy’s to rtiurn hither. 1 lhali have 
the honour to tddrefs you on our moving from hence, and am. Honourable Sir, 
with relpeft.

Y our moft obedient fervanr,
_ •

Camp at Tondy,
24th May, 177a. J. S M I T H .
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Extract o f  P roceedings o f  th t P refident and Council a t Port St. George^ in th eir M ilitary
Department, i jt  Jun e, I'j'jz .

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Govrrnor, Prefident.
John Smith George Stratton
Henry B r o o k e --------- — — —-
John Whitehill Charles Smith

George Mackay.
Came in the following letter from General Smith ;

To the Honourable Jofias Du P rc Efquire^ Prefident and Governor, . o f  Fort St.
George.

Honourable Sir,
I H A V E  the honour to acquaint you, that we marched this mornrng ten mile* 

S. W . by S. and encamped near the fea at a village in the diftridt of Ramanadapo* 
ram. I have the honour to be with refped:.

Honourable Sir,

Camp at Coplll)'^PilHar-Covil, Your moft obedient fervant,

26th May, 1772. J- S M I T H .

Extract o f  L etter from  Lieutenant-Coknel Bonjour to Governor Du Pre', dated, Camp near
‘Tripavanam, i^ th  M ay, 1772.

I N confequence of a letter from General Smith the i ith inftant, defirlng me to 
form  ̂detachment from the garrifon of Madura, in order to aflift his operations 
while atling to the fouth, by holding in chcck the little Marawar.

Upon information from the Nabob’s managers, who gave me to undcrfland that a 
ronliderable part of the Nabob’s trqops would join, I ordered two eighteen pounders, 
with bullocks fufficient for their ule, to be ready for the reduction o f the fort o f 
Trijwvanam , w'hich is about 15 miles eaft o f M adura; but finding myfelf difap- 
pointed in regard to the Nabob’s troops, and thinking rhat I could not venture 
large artillery put with the few people I could take from Madura, I thorefore 
changed my plan ; having no alternative, but to take it by a coup de main, or give 
o ver tlv; undertaking, to r  which I ordered two petards to be prepared, and 
marched, agreeable to the time fixed by the General, 22d, with ten companies o f 
our Sepoys, five o f the Nabob’s, fome of his horfcs and Colleries, with two three 
pounders, and two 4 7  inch mortars, one ferjcant, five artillery men, and forty 
Lafcars. L all night we attacked the place, and I have the pleafure to inform you 
we have fucceeded without any confiderablc lofs, having only one private artillery 
man killed, and one ferjeant-, one bpmbardier badly wounded, by the accident of the 
quick match nf the Petard, which was too ihort, not giving them time to avoid the 
cxplofion , and carcU-nhcIs in loading a mortar. About twelve of the Nabob’s Se
poys were kil'cd in the advance poll by the cannonade and mufketry from the fort 
during the day. J'his fort is o f fo much confcqucnce, that t am told it is thr Ixlt 
in rhe («rond Marawar’* c o u i U r y  and in fuch a pofition, that we cotrld not well have 
a comniunicaiion from Madura to Ramanadaporam without being in polil’flion o f it. 

f  4 There
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T h e re  were about 1000 people in it o f one fort or other, who, after the explofion o f 
the petard, were fo terrified, that they all ran into two Pagodas, where we look them 
prifoners in the morning. I have been in continual expcdtation to hear from the 
G r n e r a l ,  who mentioned to me that he w-ould write to me again from Vellum , 
but have heard nothing yet from him : I lliall wait ’till 1 hear fome account of the 
army for fuither proceedings.

The Board's Minute.

T H E  Board are well pleafcd at Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour’s fuccefs agalnftTra- 
pavanam, but they cannot at the fame rime avoid obferving, that this is the firft inti
mation they have received o f Colonel Bonjour’s having been ord.ered to make a di- 
Yerfiyn from Madura againft the Marawar Polligars..

Jof. Du Pre 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John WhitehiU 
Charles Smith 
Geo. Mackay.

ExtraB o f  P roceedings o f  the Pre/idint a ’l J  Council at Fort St. Gecrgty in their 
M ilitary Department^ 2d 'June, 1772.

Received the following Letters from General Smith.

To the Honourable JpJtas Du Pr^ EJ^uire, Prrfident and G overnor i3 c. o f  Fort St»
G eorge

Honourable Sir,

i  H A V E  the honour to acquaint you we marched this morning eleven miles 
S. W . and encamped one mile from the fea, and ten from Ramanadaporam.

• I have the honour to be with refped.

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp near Davipatnam,.

i ; t h  May, 1772. J. S M I T H .

the Honourable JoJiiS Du Pr^ Efqitire, P rtfideni and Governor, &c. o f  Fort St,
George,

Honourable Sir,

I H a v e  the honour to acquaint you, that we are now encamped before Rama~ 
nadaporam, about 8 miles from the fea, and 9 N . by E. from our laft ground.
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As foon as any thing worth mentioning occurs, you (hall be immediately advifed 

thereof,

1 am with refpefl, Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant.

Camp before Ramanadaporam,
28th M ay, 1772. J- S M I T H ,

r’

ExtraSf o f  Proceedings o f  the Pr eft dent and Council at Fort St. George, in thek Military
'Department, Friday,

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Elquire, Governor, Prelident.

John Smith George Stratton
Henrv Brooke

986 EXPEDITION AGAIN ST AlARAVl^/a'ANt) NALCSOOTY IN 1772.

John \V'hitehill Charles Smith
George Mackay.

T he Prefident lays before the Board the following letter from Lieutenant-Co- 
lonel Bon jour.

,  Honourable Sir,

I H O P E  you have received my letter of the 25th*, by which I informed you of 
my having taken the field, in conlcquence of a letter from General Smith, and fuc- 
ceedcd in the attack I made on the fort o f Tripavanam. I have finet been in
formed that the fort o f Palimery, about 30 miles ibuth o f this, heth been delivered 
to a party o f the Nabob’s troops, which I deftred the Nabob'* Manager to fend in 
confequence o f their anfwer to my fummons. About 400 viiUgcs have fubir.ittfcct, 
on condition that they were to be treated in the fame manner as when under their 
former M after; and the moft part of the Colleries, who were undetermined ujxm 
the part they would take, I am told claim our protcdtion; fo that a great multitude will 
be calmed, and facilitate our further operations. The Nabob’s Manager has made 
application to me for 400 ftand ot arms out of the ftores at Madura, which he in
tends for the four companies o f new Sepoys, a part of which he has already cnlifted j 
the other, he fays, he may get in a few days in the Madura country: as he 
tells me that he has orders from the Nabob for doing it, and having 16 few people, 
I could not refufe him.

1 have delivered to  his charge the fort o f  T fip a v an am , and fold  a few  horfos, 
& c .  found iti it  for the value o f  Pagodas 49S ; I hoj>e you w ill have ao  o b jfc -

tion
* Vide Page 984.



tlon to my dividing them among people who fufFcred, and turned out voluntarily 
on the occafion. I have no account yet of the army, and remain with refpeft,

Honourable Sir,

Your mofl; obedient

And moft humble ferrant.

Camp near Tripavanam,

28th M ay, 1772. A . B O N  J O U R .

T he Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob had recommended that 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bor^our fliould be diredted to profecute his fuccefs, by reducing 
the forts in the Marawar and Nalcooty didricts, and by that means to open a com
munication between Madura and Ramanadaporam ; in confcquence o f which the 
following letters are now wrote :

‘To Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, commanding at M adura.

S I R,

T H E  Prefident has communicated to us your lerters of the 25th and 28th M ay, 
and we arc well plealcd at your fuccefs in the redudtion o f Tripavanam.

Although the objeft o f the operations was refolved on by us, the plan and mea- 
futes to be purfued in the accomplifhment thereof were left to General Sm ith; 
but as he has only from time to time advifed us o f the progrefs o f his march to his 
arrival before Ramanadaporam, without giving us any intimation o f  the plan 
and meafures he purpofes purfuing, or o f the inftruftions he gave you, we 
cannot with propriety give vou any precife or pofitive orders with regard to vour 
future operations, left they Ihould claih with any diredtions you may receive from 
General Smith. Our orders therefore to you can only be conditional, to be carricd 
into execution as f i r  as the force you have will admit of, in cafe they are not con- 
tradidtory to, or do not clafli with thofe General Smith may fend you. In conle- 
q«cnce irf which it is neceflary to inform you, that the Nabob, on the receipt o f tl>e 
fdvices o f your fuccels againft Tripavanam, has defired that we would recommend 
H to you to endeavour, as far ar you are able, to open the communication between 
Madura and Ramanadaporam, by reducing the forts and places lying lierween tlicm, 
whether belonging to the Marawar or Nalcooty Polligars. This a])pcars to us to be 
a very ellential ler\ice, and would be attended with many advantages in facjlitftting 
oi.r oixrationsj wc therefore defire you will take fuch meafures as you fliall judge 
expedient for carrying the fame into execution, provided thev do not, as we have

6 ' m
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f.«d before, clafli with nny orders you niay reccivefrom General Smith, which you 
arc to follow as far as m ay be in )'our jH>wcr.

W c arc, S I R ,  '

Your affedionate fricrrds,
Fort St. George, ,
5th June, 1772. J O S .  D U  P R E ,  & c. Council,

To Brigadier-G eneral jt j e p b  Smith, Commanding, O ffictr o f the Troops on .the Coafi.

S I R ,

L IE U T E N A N T -C O L O N E L  B O N JO U R  hath advifed.thc Prcfident, th af 
in confequence o f the orders he had received from you for making a diverfion 
with the troops under his command, he had attacked and^taken the fort o f Tripa- 
vanam, and that he was in expedation o f receiving your inftruiUoru for his fur
ther proceediags. The Nabob has earneftly recommended thatL ieutenant-C ob- 
nel Bonjour be direfted to endeavour to open the communication betwc*en M adu
ra and Ramarjadaporam, and, as far as it appears to us, fuch a mczfarc would be 
attended with many advantages in facilitating your operations; but as wc have no 
intimation o f the plan you propofe purfuing, and arc entirely ignorant/of the or
ders you have given to Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, wc cannot with propriety, 
give him any precife or pofitive orders for his cor>du£t, left they fliouJd clafh w ith ' 
thof<*you have or may fend him ; we can therefore only give him difcretionary 
inftruftions, a copy of which comes enclofed for your perufal •, and we dcfire you 
will fend him fuch orders for his proceeding', as you (hall judge moft likely to fa- 
cilitateyour operations

T h e  Prefident has commiuiicated to us your feveral letters advifing o f  yovc^ 
march from Trichinopoly to Ramanadaporam.

W e are, S I R ,
#

Your moft obedient

Humble fervants.
Fort St. George, , ,
5th  Ju n e, 1 7 7 2 . J O S .  D U  P R E ,  & c .  C o u n c il;

Jof. D u Pr6 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John W hitehill 
Charles Smith 
Geo. M ackay.

ExlraB
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Treftdent and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitm y
Department, "jth Jun e, 1774.

The following letter from M r. Parkifon was this day received.

<fo th i Honourable Jo fia s Du Pr^ Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c, o f  Fort St.
George.

Honourable Sir,

S IN C E  I had the honour to addrefs you the day after the army arrived before 
this place, nothing worth mentioning has occurred, except the preparations mak
ing by the ELngineers. T his morning a battery for two 1 2 pounders was finifhed, 
and it’s expefted another for four 18 pounders will be completed very early to
morrow i the former for enfilading, the latter to batter in breach. T h e  General is 
never difengaged a moment, but he is at the out-pofts or batteries, where he is now, 
and perhaps will* not return to camp to night; he propofes to write to you fo foon 
as they are completed ; and it’s probable little time will elapfe between their being 
opened, and our being in poffeflion. T he enemy have feveral guns mounted, and 
keep up a tolerable brifk fire ; but i f  we arc able to finifh the 4 gun battery by 
to-morrow morning, they will be but a very ihort time after mailers o f the place.

I have the honour to be, .

W ith the greatefi: refpeft, ^

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp before Ramaitadaporam,

ift  June, 1772, 10 P .M . T H O s .  P A R K I S O K .

Extract o f  F rcceedings o f  tke Prefident and Coundl at ForP St. G eorge, in their MiUtary
Departrtunt, &th 'fune, 1772.

C A M E  in the following letter from M r. Parkifon.

7*0 the HonoitrahU Jo fia s Du P r i  Ejquti'e, Prefident and G w em or, o f  Fort St.
George.

Honourable Sir, ’

,  ̂ diredcd bv General Smith to acquaint you, that this morning at feven
o  clock a battery o^four 18 pounders was opened againft Rainanadaporam, that

11 T  by
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by 6ve in the evening a praftipablc breacl\was effeilcd, and the placp carried bjr 
aflault witVverylncdnfiderablfe Ibfs. The General, who does not return to camp 
to-night, will give you a particular account o f all occurrenccs, as foon as the fer- 
▼ice he is now upon will ^dmit p fit.

I have the honour to be,

W ith the greateft refpeft.

Honourable S I R ,

Y our moft obedient fcrvant,

Camp near Ramanadaporam,
2d June, 1772. T H O M A S  PA R K ISO N , Secretary.

990 EXPEDITION A G A IN ST MARAWAR AND N A LC O O TY IN i ; ; * .

ExfraSi of Proceedings of the Prejident and Council at Fort St. GeorgCy in thnr MUitary
Departmentt lOtb Junt̂  *772*

I^ecdved the following letter from M r. Parkifon.

To the Honourable JoJias Du Pre Efquirê  Prejident and Governor̂  of Port St.
George.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to communicate laft night to you the fucccfs o f  the army 
in the r^duftion o f Ramanadaporam : I am now further directed by Genei-alSmir’h 
to acquaint you, that the Nabob this morning mentioned bis intentions o f agreeing 
with the troops for their right to the plunder found in that place; that he propofcd 
a Field Officer Ihould ftiare Pagodas 2400, a Captain 1200, a Subaltern 600, and 
the reft of the troops in the fame proportion as at M adura; which the General 
having made known to the principal Officers, and they readily acquiefcing therein, 
the Nabob was put in pofleffion o f the fort, plunder, & c. and all the Honourable 
Company's troops withdrawn, except a part which remains at his own requeft. 
T he General, who has been all this day in the fort affifting the Nabob and pre- 
ferving order, is too much fotigued to write himfelf, but will to-morrow tranfmit

to
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Voyonr Honour, See. a copy o f the Nabob’s agreement, and an account o f the 
'b^Jerations o f ihe arni^ as they occurred.

I have the honour to be, with the greateft refpeft,

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fcrvant.

Camp near Ramanadaporam,. THO®. P A R K IS O N , Secretar}%
3d June, 1772.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  th e Prefident and Council a t Fort St. G torge, in their M ilitary 
\ Department, i^ th  Jun e, 1772.

Received the following letter from General Smith.

Xo tb t Howurahk Jctfias Du P r i  Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c, o f  Fort Si.
George.

Honourable Sir,

E N C L O S E D  I have the honour to fend you a general monthly return, ,of the 
»rmy for the month o f M ay, with a lift o f Officers •, alfo a journal o f the Marawar 
expedition, and plans of our encampments correfponding thereto, to the 4th 
inftant.

I have the honour to be. Honourable Sir, with refpeft,

Y our moft obedient fcrvant.

Camp near Ramanadaporam, J O S E P H  S M I T H .
8tli June, 1772.

'“'C.

Extract



Extra<f ef Trtceedings of the Pr^ent and Councii Mt Fort St, George, m tbe^ MiUitry 
Department, Monday, 13/* 177 a.

p r e s e n t ,

, Jofias Du Pr6 Erquirc; Governor, Prcfidcnt.

I John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John W hitehill
Charles Smith John M axwell Stone

George Mackay.

Letter ft'om General Smith,, received the 12th inftant, read as follow s:

^  the HoneurabU Jqfias Du Pri Efyuire, Prejident and Governor, f^c. Council of Fort
St. George. •

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I Have been honoured with your commands o f the 19th and 23d o f M ay, to 
which I deferred replying, on account o f our conftant m arches,'tili fach time as 
fomething material occurred for the Board’s information.

M r. Petrie, agreeable to your confcnt, has taken charge o f the grain delivered 
by Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder for the ufe o f the army, and his attention to that
bufin^fs, I am perfuaded, will give fatisfaftion. As to the price on the falei in camp,
it was fold during the Tanjorc expedition at t^vclvc meafures for a Rupee, and at a 
higher rate I think it ought not to be vended : I mentioned this circuraftance to 
M ader-ul-M ulk before I marched from Trichinopoivi in ju ilice  no objcdStan 
could be made, nor did he exprefs any difapprobatiun thereat.

I am concerned that the Honourable Board ftiould think me remifs in any part o f 
m y duty, or attention to their inftruftions and orders *, it is what I never meant nor 
intended. W hen the army marched from Trichinopoly, threq'days brought us to 
Vellum , and afterwards one to Tanjorc. I thought that by letter having furnift-ed 
your Honour, &c. with a detail o f our operations before thofe places, particularly 
o f  the latter, tranfmitted by the hands of Captain Montrcfor, it would have been 
needlefs to trouble you with occurrences which I contidercd o f no moment j but Cnee it 
is the plcafure o f the Honourable Board, that the order o f the 30th o f  December 1768 
fball be pundlually complied with, in rcfped to the operations o f the army, & c. 
both o f the laft campaign and this, the Engineers aredireAed 10 make a fketch o f 
the country through which the army marches, w'ith luch other rcmarkj as may 
prove ufeful, which /haJl alfo be forwarded regularly.

If was wiih concern and aftonlfhment I perufed that paragraph o f  your letter, 
wherein it is mentioned tkat the Nabob’s eldcft Son, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder!

3
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was infulted by the Englilh. troops while under arms to pay him the compliment 
due to his rank, on joining the army. I will take upon me to fay, that the Board 
has been  very much mifinformed, and that the propagator o f fo notorious a 
f a l f e h o o d  deferves exemplary punifhment. The day Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr 
j o i n e d  the army, I ordered the firit company ot Grenadiers, whh a battalion o f , 
sepoys, to efcort him to the plain ; i  met him myfelf, and rode b y  his fide along 
the front o f the line, where every refpedl that could have been (hewn to our 
S o v e re ig n  was paid to him, and the men behaved with as much decorum and order 
as I ever faw. It cannot be imagined that any troops who bear the name of 
foldiers, when drawn out under arms, with their Officers at their head, could he 
guihfy o f  fo unmilitary a proceeding, where the ring-leaders could be immediately 
feized and brought to the fevereft punifhment which moft undoubtedly would 
have been the cafe, had the men behaved in the manner you defcribe. I know 
not who thel'e flanderers are, I wifh I did; it would then be poflible perhaps to 
rftake them adhere a little more to truth in future, and fave both the Board ami 
myi'elf fome trouble, in thefe explanations, and alfo prevent fuch unfavourable 
impreffions taking place in the minds of the Board with regard to the troops I have 
the honour to command.

T he Honourable Prefident will have made you acquainted with the marches o f 
the army ’tilf our arrival before Ramanadaporam on the 28th M ay, o f which he 
had been duly advifed. I have the honour to acquaint you, that Omdat-ul-Omrah 
Behaudcr, after two days negotiating with the Ranny, gave me to underftand that 
the place would be furrendered to him without force o f ariTis ; and I had every 
reafqn to believe what he faid, as the garrifon permitted myfelf and a number o f  
Officers to ride round the fort dole to their walls, and examine every part of it with
out the leaft moleftation. On the third day in the morning, Omdat-ul-Omrah Be
haudcr informed me that every thing was fettled with the Ranny for the furrender 
o f  the place, and defired I would order the corps o f grenadiers, with Capt, Rum ley’s 
cavalry, to be in readinefs to march and take poffeflion. They marched accordingly 
about fevcn next morning to the Plain, and halted a fmall diftance from the fart, 
*till the Nabob’s Agents went in to fettle the form o f furrender j bur after having 
waited for fome time, I found from the meflengers that new difficulties had 
arifen; and by the armed troops appearing on every baftion round the fort,
I  coinmunitated my doubts to the Nabob that thefe people’s promifes and 
intentions vi'ere very different, for the garrifon, fo far from appearing to admit 
Mm, feemcd to me preparing for an attack. Several o f the Nabob’s people went 
and came, but all brought vague replies. I repeated my fufpicions to Omdat-ul- 
Omrah, "̂ and gave him my opinion that they were only feeking to amufe him, 
and that it was proper to commcnce hoftilities immedialtcy: he waited ’till four 
o’dock in the evening, and finding that no fatisfa<n:ory anfwer wtiuld be obtained, 
defmrd I might proceed to the reduction o f  the fort. Batteries were accordingly 
credeti with all expedition; one o f  two twelve pounders to enfilade, aod f  ur

II  U  eighteen
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eighteen pounders to batter in brcach. The two-gun battery opened the ift in 
the mbrntn"^ ami the other o f fonr guns about Icvcn on the 2d. Between four 
and five the fame evening a breach was effeiflcd, and the coips o f grenadiers, 

^•commanded by Major Braithwaitc, ordered from camp to be in readi'nefs for the 
\).aliaul{, which was made at five in the afternoon, and t)ie place cnrricd with the 

lols o f two Europeans only. Captain Raillic, my Aid-«du-Gamp,i was die onlj^ 
O/Rcfr wounded on the attack by a pike. T he grenadiers and other troops em
ployed behaved with remarkable fteadinefs and coolnefs during the alTault, and 
thole who oppofed them died in the breach with great bravery. There were fti 
the place 3000 fighting men and a number o f  inhabitants: many o f  thofe who . 
carried arms were killed, fome threw themfelves over the walls, and otfacr ĵufie<i 
to the Ranny’s palace for proredion, and there faved their lives, as the firft confuflon 
was over before the t r o o p s  advanced fo fa r :  the Ranny, the young Ra|ab, and 
Pitcha Pilla, the Dewan, are prifoners: they were found with all their effeSls, 
jewels, & c. and of courfe the whole o f this country muft in a few dayjs more fftU 
under the Nabob’s fubjeftion.

As the fort was cafried by ftorm, the booty and piumkrr found in the place 
became the property of the troops employed on this fervicC, which, for a con- 
fideration granted to them by Omdat-ul-Otnrah, they have given up..to him.

Enclofed I have the honour to tranfmit you a copy o f the agreement between 
the Nabob and the army, with a return o f the killed and wounded; and when a 
plan o f the fort, with a return o f warlike ftores, amt^i.uniiion, and provifions, ĵan 
be nyde out, they lhall alfo be forwarded to your Honour, &c.

I /hall foon have the honour to addrefs you again on the fubjed: o f qur future 
operations •, and am.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

With great rcfi^ft,

Your moft obedient fcrvanr,

5th June, 1772, J O S E P H  S M I T H .
Camp near Ramanadaporam.

994 E X P E D IT IO N  AGAifKfST M A R A W A R  A N D  N A L C O O T Y  IN  177a.

A TranJlatioK o f  a Copy o f  an /Agreement g iv en  h j Omdat-ul'Omrab Behaudtr^

T H ^  troops o f the Englifh Company having taken the fort o f Ramanadap«ram 
by ftorm, dedarf, that according to the rulci o f war, and the pradicc o f thcf^'d 
Company, the money and cffcfts found therein are ihr property o f the tr<>opi-:— The

Nabob
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Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchaudcr therefore gives this engagement to General 
Jofeph Smiih Behauder, and all the other Officers of the laid troops, that on con- 
diiiion o f their giving to him the whole o f the money, goods, and ciephants, which 

be in the laid fort, he, the faid Nabob, as an equivalent for the fame, will 
give to «very Ma ĵor 2400 Pagodas, to every Captain 1200 Pagodas, to every Lieu
tenant and Knfign 600 Pagodas, to the Paymafter, Conimiflikry, ienior Surgeon, 
Chapiftir>, and Secretary, 1200 Pagodas each, and to the inferbr Surgeons 600 Pa
godas each ; t o  all the Company’s troops moreover employed on this expedition 
a^ inft RamaHadaporain, he will give the fame as His Higlmefs did at the time of 

reduftion o f Madura. In confirmation therefore, that agreeable, to this engage- 
jncrvt the above Aim (hall be paid to every one in the fpace o f three months, the 
fetd Nabob has given this writing to ferve as an agrewnent. Further, he will give 
to the General Jpfeph Smith Behauder the one eighth part o f  what 1 am by agree
ment to pay to the whole o f the Majors, Captains, & c. Officers, and 10 the 
whole o f the troops.

Dated the 30th o f  the Moon Suphur, o f theH egyra 1186, equal to the 3d o f  June 
1772, o f the Chriftian Era.

V itp

R eturn o f  the S i t e d  and wounded fth ce  the a r r iva l o f  the Am^ Icfo re Ramanadaporam
to this date, 4/i> Ju n e ,  1772.

None o f  the European cavalry or artillery liilled or w ounded.

I ft Battalion, ift  B rigade

r .
a

' f■n
cr-t

r~i
&n

D <?

3̂

killed 1

wounded i ?.

killed 1 1

wounded 1 1 2

Total I 5

-

■ ’
.i, /, ' • ' .
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Grenadier Sepoys 

8 ch Company, ift Battalion 

Ditto o f the 5th Ditto 

Ditto of the loth Ditto

r killed 
^wounded

J  killed 
i  wounded

[killed
\wounded

rkilled
wounded

T otal

nffi

7 10

N . B. C A P T A IN  B A IL L IE  and Lieutenant Maule o f the Engmecrs wounded, 
not included as above, as alfo Adjutant Lucas, included.

H . A. M . Cofby, 
Major o f Brigade.

J O S E P H  S M I T H ,  B .G .

T h e  Prefident lays before the Board the following letters from General 
S m ith :

• Honourable Sir,

T H E  letter you did me the honour to write on the a jd  M ay* woqld have been 
fully replied to fome days ago; and that it has otherwife happened, believe me. Sir, 
was not thro’ inattention, but owing to the bufinefs I have lately had in hand, wliicfi 
kept me hourly employed; and what from fatigue, hear, and bad water, I hat'c nowfo 
dilagreeable an irruption on my body, that I fit down in infinite pain to addrefs you. 
So loon %s this complaint is removed, you (hall be truly informed o f every thing that 
bat p ^ e d , and I (hall continue fo to do o f every material circumftance that may 
occur. T iie Nal>ob has fcnt his troops to take polTeflion o f  Camery and Pauman 
Corah. Vackcds are come in from the Nalcooty Man, and the moment I hear their 
their inftrudions to the young Nabob, you ihall know them. I am,with perfect cftecm 
a jd  regard.

Honourable Sir,

Camp near R^manadaporam, 
the 6ib 01 June, 1772.

V ide pogc 980.

Your devoted fervaot,
«

J. S M n  IL

7t



T$ the Htnomrahle Jofias Dv Pri Efqutrt, Prefidtnt and Governory Wc. of Fort
St. George.

: , !
HbnooraWc Sir,

a (hort addrcrs I bad the pleafur® to fend you two days ago, I therein made you 
acqiiiinted with my indifpofttion, and promifed, when fomevrhat relieved from pain, 
that I would fully reply to your favour o f 23d May.

T hat the army halted 4 days within 8 miles o f  Tanjore is moft certain, and three 
o f them were at the rcqucft o f the young Nabob, who reprefented formally to me 
he had buunefs to tranlaft with his own fcrvants that were in Tanjore, grain-mer- 
chanrs, as likewife to purchafe feveral articles for the expedition that he could 
rwjt poflxbly do without, and to get from the Rajah an order to-his Amuldars thro’ 
the country where the army was to march for their being well fupplied with provi- 
fions o f all kinds, and to know whether any o f the Tanjore troops were to accompany 
him } thefe were the realons he afljgned to me for defiring our ftay. I then informed 
him, that my orders from the Honourable Board were to profecute the expedition with 
all diligence, and it was not agreeabk to me remaining three days idle. His anfwer 
was, that he could not go until he had fatisfied his wants, which could not be done 
at anyother place j and ifon this plea he hasafted any other part, let me aflTure you, Sir, 
I am entirely ignorant o f it i  and I am of opinion that the Rajah or Monajee would 
have wrote to me, had the Nabob offered to threaten them while we remained fo 
near. It was my intention to have halted for a day, in order to make fome enquiries 
into the condufl o f the bullock Maiftries, who, after leaving Trichinopoly, had intro
duced a number o f draught bullocks into the fervice, that were, when muttered, 
deemed unfit and dilcharged accordingly.

There was an abfolute neccffity for the army taking the route it did ; and had we 
encamped under the walls o f Vellum , the Tanjoreans, if they were under apprehen- 
fions, would have been equally alarmed; and that they might nor, I uled every 
precaution in my power, by writing to the Rajah and Monajee ere we marchrd from 
the Plain, becaufe 1 know the jcaloufy o f thel'e people.

You have a moft undoubted right to be informed o f  every occurrence that hap
pen* in this army, and k is a duty incumbent on me to communicate them ; that I 
did not o f our halt at Tanjore, and the reafons for fo doing, was not from any want^ 
of '■cfpcft to you, Sir, but merely not thinking it o f that conlequence which it ap-" 
pears to be ; and which in future lliall never happen, as I lhall readily end moft 
chearfully convey to you the minuteft circumftance that reaches my knowledge.

Since the fall o f Ramanadaporam, the young Nabob has Tent feveral detachments 
o f his own troops to take poflefllon o f  the dilFerent forts in this country ; which fo 
foon as he finds efftfted, and has received an account o f what the enemy have left in

XI X  them.

a p p e n d i x .  No.  JiX V L  997



them, and^hat is ncccflary tolupply them with, he then purpofcs moving agtinft 
the Nalcooty Man, who I find has taken a  very Hrong port i n  a wood called Kala 
S k eri; and where I believe he m c a n s t o  defend himfelf, as the fituation he has chofen 
i s  perfeftly well calculated for t h e m  to a f t  in : fo foon as I have gained a thorough 
knowledge of the place, the difirercnt roads to it, and other niatcfial information, 
you fhall be advifcd of the m o d e  in which we m-an to proccc^d ag^lnft them. 'jUie 
( b r t s  o f A r m o g « m , I - J a n a m a n t a g c ) O d y ,  a n d  fome other trifling cwcs lately abandoned 
by the Polligars, are left entirely deltitute o f provifions j and whu;ii I have requefted 
the young Nabob to fupply without Jofs o f time, as they border on the little iVlara- 
war’s country, and are m u c h  infeftcd by the neighbouring Polligans.

T h e  orderly books of the Tanjore expedition were left at Trichinopoly, Co that it's 
o u t o f my power at prefent to comply with the Board’s reqiTcft ; but I now forwarti 
to them the plans of our march from Trichinopoly to this placc, with theiordcrs.&c. 
Capt-iin Pitman has regularly taken down a (ketch o f the country as we marched, 
and will continue to do )o until the end o f the campaign, when it will be prefented 
to the Honourable Board, unlefs they Ihould require it fooner.

I think. Sir, you’ll be under the neceffity o f keeping fome o f your own troops in 
this place ‘till the country is fettled ; the fort is very old, and wants much to be done 
to it, if  the Nabob means to make it defenfible even againft Polligars. The palace 
is one o f the bell buildings I have feen in this country, and denotes it’s inhabitants 
having lived in truly Kaftern luxury, which I’m afraid they’ll never experience 
again. I have feen the young Marawar, a youth about 12 years o f age, but the 
Ranny has been inviOble, at leaft to all Europeans. She has two daughters, both fit 
for matrimony; the young Nabob has taken up his quarters as near to tJjcm  as he 
well Can, without intruding on their delicacy, tho* I believe, i f  their minds were 
known, they wifh him at a larther diftance. 1 have felt very much for the diftrcffcs 
o f ihele miferable people, tho’ they drew it on themfelves, by not accepting the 
offers that both theNabob and myfelf offered  to them ; nor can I account for the in* 
fatuation which feized them, to think of defending the place againft fuch an arm y} 
tho’ they had 3000 men, who bore arms o f one kind or other, in the tow n; but being 
attacked on a fudden, they knew not what to do or how to aft, which gave us a very 
eafy conqueft. 1 fancy the young Nabob would have been better pleafed to have 
gamed his point any other way than the one we did ; for when I informed him that 
d i plunder and booty found in the place would become the property o f the captors, 
hr feemed not well latisfied, and could not think it proper by any means: however* 
after being .nformed of the redtitude of the matter, and well knowing what the 
palace contained, which had been prefcrved as much as poflible from the hands o f  
the- foldiery, and that the Ranny’s apartments had been held lacred, he o f himfelf 
ofirred for the plunder la o c  Pagoda* to each Captain, and 600 to Subalterns; to 
the Serjeants and men the fame as at Madura j which I hope will meet with your 
approbation, at I am convinced ’ tis far from being a bad bargain, if  report Can be 
ifufted to. I am, with true refpcft and efteem,

•Camp, Ramanadaporam, Honourable Sir,
hth Jtsne, Your moft devoted forvant,

J O S E P H  S M I T H ,
I P. S. This
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P. S/ Thi'S is accompanicd with a plaA o f  the breach whcrt ihc troops en

tered. ’  • '

The Prefident acquaints the Board, that notwithftanding what General Smith has 
faid on rhtffubjed^ of the report o f the Nabob’s Son having been infulted by the 
troops, he cahnot but be ftill o f  opinion that the report was not without foundation; 
and altho’ the inforntiation he recfeived may not have been exaft as to time and 
place, yet that he thinks his author, as to the faft itfelf, may be depended on. 
That he judged it properj to avoid bringing the Nabob’s name in queftion, to defer 
malting any mention o f the affair to him until the letter to General Smith was fent 
away ; that he has fince ccnverfed with the Nabob, who acquainted him that he had 
received the like information, and promifed to ftiew the Prefident a letter he had 
rccdved from camp on the fubjed:. T he Prefident further informs the Board, that 
he will make more particular enquiry regarding the affair, and inform them o f the 
rcfult.

T he Prefident informs the Board, that he communicated to the Nabob that part 
o f General Smith’s letter refpedling the neceffity o f repairing the fort o f Ramana- 
daporam, and putting a garrifon of the Company’s troops in i t ; and offered, i f  the 
Nabob dcfired it, to order an Engineer to fuperintend the works, and to put a garri- 
lon into it. T o  which the Nabob replied, that he had not yet determined whether to  
keep or demolifh the fort *, and tho’ he did not abfolutcly rejeft the offer o f having 
a Company’s garrifon in it, he did not feem inclined to accept it.

T he Prefident further acquaints the Board, that having converfed with the IjTabob 
on the expediency o f  fending difcretionary orders to General Smith, to confult with 
the Nabob’s Son with regard to the force necefTary to be kept in the field, that 
the remainder may be ordered into garrifon, as foon as the fervice will admit of it, 
and the expenfes o f the army reduced as much hs poITible; the Nabob had cx- 
preffed his approbation o f the meafure.

A g r e e d , therefore, that orders be fent to General Smith accordingly, and that he 
beadvifed o f  the Nabob’s anfwer refpeding the fort of Ramanadaporam.

T he Prefident lays before the Board the following letter from Lieutenant-Colo- 
ncl Bonjour:

Honourable Sir,

e n c l o s e d  I fend you a monthly return o f the troops under my command. 
I have nothing to inform you o f  but what 1 mentioned in my lall, except that the 
Nabob’s Manager has put people into a little fort called Pondaicovery, fifteen 
niilcs fouth o f Palimery, near the frontiers of Palamcotah diflrid:: every thbkg 
*j:mains in a profound filence, ainl thofe parts feem to exprefs a determined obc- 
e or petlups wait to fee the fate wnich the people o f Ramanadaporam may

Yefterday
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Ydfterday Ihadalettcrfrom  the G cn m l, dated the aSth ultimo, near that fo r t ; 
he lays he cxpeds to be in pofleflion o f it, by ibmc means or other, the next day, 
and propofes to go immediately after to Ramanadaporam ; he^defires me to point 
him out the bcft road, by which he may rcceive fome Arrack and money coming 
for his fupply to M adura: I hope his fpeedy fuccefs will bring him thii way, and 
that Ifhall not be obliged to fend it further for Ramanadaporam is only* Pagoda, 
upon an ifland at fea, o f the greateft veneration in the countn', where thofe j>eople 
may have retired more by rear, than by a refolution to defend tbcmfelveJ; and 
as 1 have been told lately, there is a ^ e a t divifion among the people intended for 
the protcdtion ^  that Government, having no head but a poor defolate woman, 
who will fubmit herfelf to any terras exccpt giving up the fort, which Ihc calls her 
houfe, and which the black people fay (he will deftnd to extremity.

I /hall remain encamped here about, in order to keep in check the fecond 
Marawar, and cover our communication from Madura to the army, as directed 
by the General j

Having the honour to be, with rdpeift,

Honourable Sir,

Y our moft obedient and moft humble fervant.
Camp, near Tripavanam

2d June 1772. A . B O  N  J O  U  K .

Extra fi cf Procteiir.gs of the Trtfident and Council at Fort St. Gevrgty in their Military
Dtfartmenty iSthJune, 1771.

Sfl Brigadier-General Jefeph Smitb, Commanding Officer of the froops on tbt Cosft.

S I R ,

W E  have Tccdved your letter o f the 5th inftant, and the Prelident hath com
municated to us thofe o f the 6th and 8 th.

The Nabob has been made acquainted with that part o f  your letter o f  the 8th  ̂
refpefting the neceffity o f repairing the fort o f  Ramanadaporam, and o f keeping 
fomc o f  the Company’s troops in it, until the country lhall be fettled i and an 
offer was made to him o f one of the Enpneeri to fuperintend tlie repairs, and o f 
a garrifoo o f the Company’s troops if he defired it. In anfwer to which, he in
formed the Prefident, he had not yet determined whether to kt-ep or demolifh the 
place; at any rate he did not feem inclined to have it garrifoned by our troops j and 
todeed, if bis own are able to maintain the place, we think it more advifable, than 
tlwt tlw Company’s troops (hould be fo di(^rfed. W henever we arc acquainted 
with his determination on thcfc poitits, you fhall be ad vii^  thereof.

From



From the eafy conqucft o f RamaBadaporam, we arc led to hope that there will 
be little difficulty'**’ reducing the country dependent on the Nalcooty Polligar j but 
as we arc unacquainted with the fervice remaining to be pt-iftrmed, we cannot 
with propriety determine the force ncce(Tary for it. We.need not fay that the Nabob 
as well as we are anxious ro have the heavy expenfes o f the army reduced as foon and 
as much as pofTibk, and we (hail be glad whenever the rompany's iroops can» con- 
fiHently with the fervice in which they are now engaged, be ordered to iht ir refpec- 
tive ftations; it is therefore our defirc, as well as the Nabob’s, that you confult his 
Son Omdat-ul-Omrah Bchauder with regard to the force neceflary to be kept in 
the field ; and whenever he and you (hall judge that the whole or any part o f the 
Company’s troops may, without prejudice to the fcrvice, be put into garrilon, wc 
dcfire you will give the neceflary orders for that purpofe.

W c  arc, S I R ,

Your molt obedient humble fervants,
Fort St. George,
1 6th June, i y ] i .  J O S .  D U  P R L ,  & c. Council.

ExtraSi o f  P roceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. G eorge, in their M ilitary
Department, Monday^ %zd Ju n e ,  1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jo(ias D u Prc Efquirc, Governor, Prefident.
John Smith —----- --  ----------
Henry Brooke John Whitehill "
Charles Smith John Maxwell Stone

George Mackay.

T H E  following letter from Lieutenant-Coloncl Bonjour received yefterday, is 
now lead :

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  received the letter you have honoured me with the 5th inftant*. M y 
direftion from General Smith, was no other than a propofal to form a detachment out 
of the garrifoii o f Madura, in order to join a party under the Nabob’s Manager, who 
^ a s  tofupport, as tar as Ithought he could be depended on, for to a(Tift the operations 
<«the artriy while afting tothefouth; for which purpofcwe have determined to open a 
conmtunication between Madura and Ramanadaporam, by reducing the forts o f Tri- 
pavanim and Palimerv, which were the only places where the enemy could have 
garrUbns to interrupt or moleft the above communication ; this wc have effeAed, 
^ot fo much by forcc of arms, than by fcverc fummons’s and good treatment to the

*  Vide Page 987.
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peopl* w h o  did fubmic ; fo that «ft«r the rcdiMflion o f Tripavaiwm, the inhabitants 
of the adjaccnt villages^ who oiherwifc would alj have taken arm s, did remain in̂  
peaceable tranquillity in their iiabitations : (incc this rediidlion, the people under 
ihe Nabob^s Manager having all been diipctkrii the protc^Hon o f the meiu 
tioned places and dependencies. My detacluncnt conl'iiling oniy of len companies o f 
S e p o ys , with two three pounders, and exptfting daily a reint(ircenient of the 
Nabob’s trt>ops, who his M anager informed nv: had been ordered (to Come for that 
purpofe, I did not think proper to undertake any thing further upon the lecoml Ma»- 
rawar, facing doubtful if I could have purlued i t ; but propoicd to remain encampcd 
hereabout, in order to obferve him ’till the above irtxjps had joined. T he day 
before yefterdav. Captain M atthews with his p-rry rfa. hed this place going to the 
grand camp. Having had intelJigence that the lecond Mara war was prtrpa<ing to 
run away, we had determined to prevent his doing it, in a manner contrary to tl»e 
Nabob’s expedations; but his Manager having reprelented his late orders, not to 
interfere w i x h  a n y  p l a c e s  out of the d illr ifls  of Tripavanani and Palimery, I have 
deferred the undertaking, fearing this movement fliould prove contrary to the nego
tiations o f the young Nabob, wlio, together wjth the General and army, I hburJy 
exp cd  to lie  in thefe parts.

I have the honour to remain, with a profound refpcd.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft humble and moft obedient fsrvant,.
Camp near Tripavanam,

13th June, 1772. A. B O N  J O U R . .
•

The Prefident lays before the Board the follovHng letter •  from General Smith :

To the HonourabU Jcfia s Du Pre EJquire, Breftdent and Governor » f  F ort St. George..

Honourable Sir,

SIN C E  I had the honour to addrefs you on the 8th inftant, nothing very ma
terial has occurred; except that the Nabob’s tro' p ’i have got f^ ctiiu n  o f all the 
forts thaft belonged to the g'cat Marawar, and O  ndat-u'-Ouirab’s having fignified 
U> me hi« ikftre ot proceeding againlt the Nalcouty Man.

I purpolc marching the army to-morrow towards Srvaganga* in ordrr to finifh 
the campaign as foon as pu{B >le. 'I he httlc Marawar rmi in> >et in the woods of 
Kala-Koil with about 10,000 Coilcrjcs, and whcic 1 luupote he mean* to dctend 
himlelf.

|ooa EXPEDITION AGAINST M A R A  WAR AND N A L C O O T Y  IN 1772;

*  One paragraph io thit letter i* omitted, it being foreign to the fubjefl. 
2 The



a p p e n d i x . Nb. xxvr* ro-^3

T he younp Nabob intends leaving in Ramanadap r̂am Captain Ate>rand<rr’ft 
battalion for it’s garrilon, and C  iptain Loudon’s, with Nazech Khan’s cavalrv. in 
tlir  eaflern parts o f littje  Marawar’s counrry, to prevent in our ah'cnce their 
eivine trouble to the inhabitants of thcfe parts i whi h they noiv would be encour
aged to do, Ihould noc a force be left exclufive o f the garrifon.

A part o f Captain G illes’s battalion is at Tondy, and thr remainder are d’fpofcd 
(jf in the different forts o f Armogam, &c. fo that o f His Excellency’s tro<>ps, only 
Caprain Goddar<i’s battalion and Martin’s Topaffes will renwin wi i hmc ;  the 
former o f which afl as a bodj^-guard to the young Nabob.

1 have been honoured with the lioard’s commands refpe<Eling Lievttenant-Colonel 
Bonjour, with a copy of their letter to him, which 1 lhall reply to to-moirowr 
as foon as we comc to our ground.

Enclofcd I have the h' '̂nour to fend you a return o f the flores found in Rama* 
radaporain, by which your will perceive what are wanted, pi'ticulariy gun car
riages ; all that are in the place being truly of Heathen conftrudrion, and unfit for 
our ftrvice.

I fhall now. Sir, continue to tranfmit to you daily the occurrences o f our 
march, & c.

And am,, with perfedt rcfped: and cfteem,

Honourable Sir,

Camp at Ramanadaporam,, Your moft obedient fervant,

15th June, 1772. J O S E P H  S M  I T * H .

E x lra j o f  Proceedings of. the P refidm t a)id Coiim l at Fort St. G eorge, in their Military
Department, Z'^d'fune., 1772.

C A M E  in the following letter from General Smith :

the Honour able Jq/ias Du Pr^ Efqitire, Prefident atid Governor o f  Fort St. George.

Honuurablo Sir,

1 HAL> the honour to addrefs you laft n'ghtj and agreeable thereto xve 
marchcd this morning twelve miles W . N .W .  on the Sevag nga Rrwd. The 

Nabob, who had not finally concluded his afl’tiirs at Rim»!iadapnram, and 
uid .lot march with the army, joined us about two o’clock this afternoon.

I have the honour to be.

Honourable Sir, with refpeft and efleem,

'  • '  Your moft obedient fervant.
Gamp at Shinamndam, 

i6UiJunc, ,77 2 . J O S E P H  S M I T H .
E x:ro 3



Extract o f  V rtcu iin gs o f  th t Prefident and Council at F ort St. G m g e , in their M ilitary
Departtmnty x^thjune^ ^77^-

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from General Sm ith:

To the Honourable Jo/tas Du P r i  Efquire^ Prefident and  G overnor o f  Fort St. George. 

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  the honour to acquaint you, that the army marched this morning 
•eleven miles N .W . by W . and encamped on the N , W . bank of the River Vicar, 
vyhich pafles Madura, and at this ])lace divides the great and little Marawar coun
tries. T he Nalcooty Man continues ftill at Kala-Koil, preparing to defend 
himfelf.

I ha\T rot had time thefe two days to addrcfs the Board fully refpeding our 
fature operations; I am afraid the fame rcalbns will fubfift ’till the army halts, 
which will be in three or four days, when I (hall do myfelf ihat honour.

I am, with refpedl and eflefxn.

Honourable Sir,

Y our moft obedient fervan%
Camp at Yeamaniflaram, ,

17thJune, 1772. J O S E P H  S M I T H .

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary  
« Department^ tb tb ju n e^  1 7 7 2 *

T H E  following letter was this day received from General Smith :

To the Honourable Jo fta s Du P r i Efquire, P ruden t and Governor^ b fc . o f  Fort St.George, 

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  the honour to acquaint you that the army marchcd to day N . by W . 
fourteen miles into the enemy’s country. To-morrow I propofe proceeding to 
Scvaganga, where their advanced-guard is ftationed, and from whcncc I fhall 
have the honour to write you fully. From this place to Kaila-Koil is fifteen miles, 
and encompafled on all fidcs with thick wood*, impaflfablc cxcept by a pathways 
the narrow loads that lead to this place being fhut up by barriers and tree* cut 
down for that purpofe.

I have the honour to be, with refpeft and eftecm, 

Honourable Sir,

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp at Cannonour,

i8 th ju n e , 1772. J. S M I T H .

E x tra s
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o f  Proceedings o f the Vrtfident m d C o m c ila t I m  f/.' Gtorge^ in their M ititarJ  
Deparimentj Juney  1772.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from General Soiith :
«

Honourable Sir,

a l t h o u g h  1 |tfc«nifed t o  write you fully on our arrival at this place, yet I 
liavc/betn diTappointed from-a ppnftant hurry, and numberlcfs incidrnts that hap
pen almoft every moment in the hour to call off my attention; and IVIr. Parki- 
Ibn's itlncfs has jircvented him from giving me any affiftance. I am this inftant 
returned from examining the road apart o f the way to Kalea-Kere, which is twelve 
or fifteen miles from Sevaganga; feven o f them the road is pietty good, the 
chuncry in general very bufliy o f cockfpur rofes, here and there open [paces 
with villages; we have opened the way forwards to a plain that lays between us 
and Kalea-Kere, and where the grenadiers with Bruce’s battalion were ordered to 
move to, and remain 'till the relt o f the troops joined them to-morrow morning, 
when we (hall proceed in opening the way through the reft o f the wood ; which by 
all the accounts is exceedingly thick, and the Collerit*s have taken every precau
tion in theirt>ower to obftrudt their enemies’ progrefs, by filling up the roads with 
large trees, bullies, and digging deep trenches acrofs the pathways, and erefting 
feyfral ftrong pofts at diftances in the wood ; and unlefs we can find fome of their 
bp-pattis to enter by, it runs much in my mind, that the Nalcooty Chap and 
Tandavaroy Pilla, who are both in the place, will, i f  they rcfolve on defending it, 
give t)s fohic trouble to force them o u t: they have a fmaU fort in the center o f this 
wood, and reports fay that their families and riches arc with them. On the evening 
o f the 20th, Colonel Bonjour, with Captain Matthews’s cavalry, and ten companies 
o f Sepoys, joined Mooden Saib, the Nabob’s Manager, with iome CoUeries, & c. 1 
propofe reinforcing the Colonel with Martin's battalion o f Topaffes and two fix 
pounders, and icnding him towards Tripatore, to draw off their attention, which 
feems now wholly bene this way.

O nroftlieirVackecis is with the young Nabob, who I am informed has ailied in his 
Maftcr’s name for a L ack o f Rupees per annum, his life and honour prote<5led, and 
he will" then give up all pretenfions to histrountry, and will live wherever theNabob 
fliall think proper: but I do not imagine it polTible for them ever to agree; and 
the Nalcooty Man will cither make a defpcrate defence in his woods, or at once 
abandon them, and fly to fome part o f the country where it may not be eafy to 
get at him. I  heT appals cannot now pafs through the country without ffrong 
guart's, and I propofe forwarding ail letters by Madura, as the moft convenient, 
and lefs liable to interruption. 1 beg pardon, Sir, for fending you fuch a fcrawl 
and fc incoherent, but I am perfuaded you will excufc, until we can find leifure 
to give you a .circuiriftantial detail o f matters. Our heavy guns, ftores, and

II Z



■baggage are to be left in the vUlage o f  Scraganga, which is the largcft in the 
Nalcooty M an’s country, and has a palace in it.

I am. Honourable Sir,

W ith  refpect and elleem,

Your devoted fcrvant,

J- s m i t h .

too« EXPED ITIO N  AGAINST M ARAW AR AND N A LC O O T Y  IN 177a,

BxiraSl o f  PreretJin^s o f  the Prefident and Council a t Fort Si. George^ in tbilr^Military
D epartm trt, 4 th Ju ly , 1772.

R E C E IV E D  the following letter from General Smith :

Honourable Sir,

I H A V E  been honoured with your letter o f the 15th, and the commands of 
the Board dated i6th, to both o f which I (hall reply fully to-m orrow; in the 
interim have the fatisfaftion to teli you, that Kala-lCoil was yefterday taken by 
a detachment under Colonel Bonjour, with the lofs o f one Sepoy only, and fome 
( tw  wounded. The Rajah and fevtral o f the principal men then in Ujc tort were 
Airprized and put to drath, endeavoiuing to make their efcape by the famt 
f^atj that the detachment had cj:<-nrd a palTagc into the fort by. The Nabob 
had for two days negotiated matters with ihefe people, and were on the point 
(at lead to all outward appearance) o f concluding it, Cowles, & c. being granted, 
and were then fending in to the Rajah when the Colonel’s party was on their 
march to the place. I had given the Nabob letters for Colonel Bonjour, which 
he had delivered to tbeir  V a k e e ls ; but inOead o f forwarding them, as they ought 
to have done, without lofs o f  rime, they were delayed, ana our troops po/TeSed 
themfelves o f the fort with great cafe; as Tandavaroy Pilla, with the ftrengthpf 
the Rajah’s force, was at the barriers oppof?te to our enc^mpmrnts, and where 
they apprehended any attack we fhould make would he from that ouarter*: fo 
that Colonfl Bonjour met with littK* or no nppofition j though he had a very 
( f v t r t  and fatiguing march ere he reachcd K ala-K oil, and the Colonel is now 
much 'ndifpofed from the fatigue he fuffercd. T he Rajah had ten elephants, 
f“veral horfes, money and jewels in the place, which the yt>ung N:)i>ob has ran- 
fftined f o r  50,000 I’agodas 'I'ripatore has furrendered, and the death o f the 
little Marawar lias given the Nabob the enrire poflVfTion o f thefe two countries; 
fo that I fhall now have notking more to do than fettle with him the numWr o f 
troops requifitc to be left for his protC(flion, and order the reft to their fcverai 
dcftinationi  ̂ and I lhall take the route o f Madura, and foon to Madras, Wh<;re

1 hofie



I  h o p e  tp give account o f this expedition, as will leave no room to
doubt we have been either idle, or putting the Nabob to any vnneeeffary ex-

 ̂ I am, with refped and efteem,

* Honourable Sir,
27th June, 1772,

Canip. Kcrinour, eigh«' Y our devoted fervant.
Miles W eft o f Kala-Koil.

J. S M I T H .

P. S. T he young N abob wrote his Father laft night, but I was too much 
tired, and did not k n o w ’till it was too late. Colleries very troublefonne on tkc 
road.

ExtraSl o f  P ro ctcd lnp  o f  the Preftdent and Council at Fort St. G eorge, in their M ilitary
Department^ Mondi^y 6th July^

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefidcnt.

John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John Whitehill
----------------  John Maxwell Stone

George Mackay.

T H E  PrcfiJent acquaints the Board, that having, purfuant to the Minute o f 
Confuiration o f 15th June,* made further enquiry regarding the report of the in- 
l\iU laid to have been offered to the young Nabob, he Ivd I'een it exprelTed in a 
Vttcr frojn Camp, dated 9th M ay, that the young Nabob was hiffcd by the 
European corps the day after he came to camp, as he was coming down the 
lines in his chariot. T hat this letter was not addrtfled to him, the Prefident, nor 
was it wrote wjrh any apparent intention o f giving the above-mentioned circuui 
flances as an infurniatioo; but merely as the relation o f an event, which the writer 
thought might prove unfavourable to the hopes o f the army,, as not tending to 
excite in ihc Nabob fuch fentiments as might procure a gratuity to the troops.

he, the Prcfident, had again applied to the Nabob for a fight o f  the letter 
’̂I'ich'lie hud mc'w'cd from camp on the fame fubjcft, and which the Nabob 

pVofliilcd to fticw him ; but the Nabob’s Moonfhy being fick, the letter could 
immecilatOy vbc got at v but that the Nabob promifed to fend it to the P,jc- 

‘iqcnt, when it HiouW be communicated to ihe Board.

TKe Prcfidcnt fvither informs the Board, that having heard that an infult o f  
^ e  like nature had been offered to the young Nabob foon after his return to T ri- 
CTiinop'jly after Xanjore expeditioo, he wrote to General Smith on this fubjeft ;

*  V iJc  page 999.
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tliat the intimation did not however come from the Nabob, neither did the P  efi. 
dent mention any thing to him o f the aiFair ’till he had wrote to General Smith j 
and it was in coiifequcncc of the letter to General Smith that the young Nabob 
wrote the Prefidcnt a letter, as entered, in Country Corrcfpondcncef. That upon 
the Prcfidcnt’s application to the Nabob to know whether he h»d received any in
timation o f the affair, the Nabob communicated to him the following poftlcript 
o f a Jeucr from his Son:

A  J'rat^ tion o f a Pojifcript o f a Letter from  Omdat-uUOmrah Bebauder to the N a h b ,
d<U<d iS tb  January, 1772.

Y O U R  Highnefs direfts me to infbrrh you o f the particulars o f  the foldiers* 
demanding the gratuity money. From tiie d4y of my leaving Tanjorc for Tri- 
chinopoly to this day, I have heard from moft o f the army that I ftiould procure 
for them the gratuity m o t^ ;  but to this I have paid no attention, making it my 
ftudy to gain the good will o f the Cnicfs ot the Rnglifh in fuch manner, that the 
fame money might not fell either upon yoor Highnrls or me. Accordingly fome 
time ago, when I was irturning to Trichinopoly from vifuing the tomb o f Nattur 
Saib, a large body o f foldiers cried out with loud voices, defiring the gratuity 
money ; ind one o f  them advanced, defiring the fame : I gave no anfwer, but 
made a fign to the latter to come to my houfe, which accordingly he did; when 
I talked to him both hijrlhly and mildly, telling him, “  This was a matter not in 
“  my power to feiile.”  T he man, after afleniing thereto, went away, and fpread 
the report o f his having fo aflcnted among hit comrades 1 fince when there has 
been, no difturbance about the firft bufmefs. Before I would tak< the liberty to 
write to your Highnefson the fubjeft, I waited for it’s gettmg to a greater heighti 
God be praifed however that has not been the cafe, the Governor Bchauder having 
wrote to General Smith the'eon in a very tngry manner; which I elleemed as pro
ceeding from fome hint from your Highnef'., and accordingly returned my thanks 
to your Highnefs for fo great an attention to my reputation. T o (ay more would 
be exceeding the bounds o f refpcdl.

t Frtm OmiMt-ul-Omrah Bthaudtr, tht N aM 'i tldtfi D» Pr/, Jated Jan. ly ’/ i .

Next 'o  the Almighty and to my Father ain I  Uuuiui to exprcA my thanki and grackude to you, 
iflio, notMiihftanding my remiffaeu in not having wrote tu you for fu long a time, have llilJ (coo* 
formablr to that natural eoodneft, and that kind attrariun to friendi trhich you poliieft) Cn-wed me 
fuch great faroor in your letter to G.-oenil Smith Behauder, on a bare information of the infelence 
« f  the foJdier* rct'pediae the gratuity m o n e y  ; at the fame time therefore that 1 that retijro my thank* 
to you for your lunJneb, am 1 to beg your nccufe for my faid remirtncA. It i« true iwlecd ilut in 
the eye* of thofe who fearch into the meaning o f thinot, e»ery It-tter addreflcd hy me to my Fatht r 
(conMering the Union that in every rcfpeft prc»aiU betw en you) wsu in faft a letter alfo to you { 
lu>wc»eT, in compliance with the formal cuflom of the world, 1 have reitueiicd forgivenef* o f a fault 
which m reaftty b  none: knowing alfo your gtx>dnefs, not f:iti»ficd e»cn with this i^ u c f i,  I  have 
another -ASo to make to you, which I have bi-gged of my Fnther to exi>)ain and to defire of you ; and 
ai bit prayere on my behalf to the Almighty are attended tvith ail ctfea, 1 make oo doubt but hiy 
reijucttt to you wUl be attended with the bed, the coniplacil

W hat can J A y  moie f
3 Opinion
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Opinion o f  the Board thereon.

Upon rcconridering what hath pafled on this fubjeft, the Board arc of opinion, 
that they could not, confiftcntly with their ftations, avoid taking the fteps they did ; 
for altliough the matter came before them merely by report, and not from any 
precife and dire£t information, neverthelefs it appeared to the Board, that however 
the circumftancej, as reported, might differ from the faft as it realty happened, yet 
that fuch a report would not be entirely without foundation : and what confirmed 
them in that opinion was, the recent inftance o f a like infult having been offered, 
o f which the Prefident informed the Board at the time, but which they wiflied for 
very obvious reafons might not appear upon their proceedings; and which they 
hoped might have been avoided, as the Prefident made them acquainted with the 
letter he had wrote to General Smith on the fubjeft, and which they could not 
but fuppofe would at leaft prevent any thing o f the like kind happening again. 
A ll thcfe circumftances confidered, it was certainly a duty incumlient on the Board, 
in fupport of the honour of the Nation, o f  the Nabob, o f the Company, and o f their 
own as well as General Smith’s reputation, to make him acquainted with a matter, 
which fcemed to refledl fo much dilcredit on this Government, as well as on himfelf; 
and we did hope that General Smith would, in confequence thereof, have made the 
ftriflcft enquiry into the circumftances which could have given rife to fuch a re
port: but as he has, in his letter o f the 5th June , confined himfelf to the fimple de
nial o f the fa d  with regard to time and place, as related in our letter of 23d May 
the Board are o f opinion that he fnould be made acquainted with the circum- 
ftanccs, as they arc now reported to u s ; the following letter is therefore now 
wrote to h im :

2 o Brigadier-G eneral Jo frpb  Smith, Contmandittg Officer o f  the fr o o p i on the Ccajl.

S  I R ,

W H E N  we communicated to you, ifl our letter o f  the 23d M ay a report which 
prevailed o f an infult that had been offered to the young Nabob by the army on 
the Plain o f Trichinopoly, we mentioned it as a report, and not as an mfornnation : 
had it come to us in a regular, formal, and precife information, we (hould agicc 
very heartily with you in opinion, that if  it proved falfe, even in the circum
ftances, the author ought to receive exemplary punifliment; but reports do not 
come to the public with that kind o f precifion ; it is difficult to trace them to 
the original author; they may have many authors: the ground m aybe true, but 
in circulating, the circumftances may be varied, or exaggerated through miftake, 
inattention, or defign. Neverthelefs, as reports, fuch as thcfe, uncontradiAed, 
always leave fome impreflTions on the mind, even in the beft o f times, and fink 
'Tivich deeper, when contending intcrefts make it convenient for a party to give 
them vigour, we thought it neceffary for your honour, for that o f the Arm y, 
o f the Company, and Nation, and for a juftification o f our condud:, to inform
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you o f the report, that you  might have, an opportunity o f  refuting it i f  it w ere f a ’f e .  
In your anfwcr o f the 5th June you inform us very circumftantially that the 
fa£t, as w e related it, is utterly without foundat'on; the drcumftances are a lufficient 
refutation; for \vc think it impofliblc that fuch an infult could have been oftVred 
under your eye without being known to yo u ; but we did hope that the com
m unication we made to you o f what had come to us by report, would have 
brought to us in your anlwer a clear and circumftantiaJ account o f  what did 
aflually happen, that couJd have given rile to fuch a report. But as you confine 
yourfelf to  a negation o f  the faA in time and circumftances as related in our 
letter, we have thmight it neceflary to make fome enquiry into the grounds o f  
the report; and we underftand, that although the young Nabob was not hifled 
by the troops on you turned out the army to receive him, that infult
was offered to him the next day, or ftiortly after, by the European corps as he 
pafled the line in his chariot. W e do not give even tJ^s for abfolutc faft in 
e v e r y  circumftance o f time, place, and manner, but we muft fiy  it feems pro
bable to us that he was inl'ulted by the European troops at fonie time, in fome 
place, a n d  in fome manner; and we are the more induced to this opinion, be- 
caufe on entjuiry it appears to U5 that he was infulted oncc before at T richi- 
nopoly, after the Tanjore expedition, by a body o f foldiers demanding the gratuity- 
moncy v and that to free him felf from them, he made a fign to one o f  them to 
follow him, or to go to his houfc, which the man did i and this having beea 
done poblickly could be no fecret, yet we never heard that any man was punilTied: 
o f this we took no public notice, hoping that nothing o f the kind would happen 
again; but when we heard o f a fecond infult from the anny, then ordeied on a 
fervice which the young Nabob was to attend as the Reprefentative o f his Father, 
we njuft confefs we began to fear they m ight proceed beyond Infult. It refts o* 
their Officers to rellrain fuch Jicentloufnefs, and on us to  remind thcin o f  tl»c 
necelfiry o f doing fo ; having xlone our part, and Icfs than wc have done could 
Jiot juflify us, we can only cxprefs our concern at wliat ha£ happentd.

are. Sir,

Y o u r mofl obedient humble fervants,
Furt St. George, ,
^ th ju ly , 1772. 3  O  S. D  U  P  R  E , & c . Council.

T h e  Prefidcnt acquaints the Board, that the Nabob had expreflcd a dcfire o f 
h j r i n g  a lift o f the army at the taking o f  Ramana<Ja{)oram;

O jiderep, T liat « ^opy o f the nwflcr-roli, and a lift o f  OfEccrs now jBeceivetf, 
be delivered to him.
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E x tra s o f  P roceedings o f  the Prefident and Counci} at Fort St. George^ in their M ilitary 
Departmenty Mendt^', i i tb  July^ I77»-

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre Efquire, Governor, Prcfident»

John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John W hitehill
— .........  John M axwell Stcme

George M ackay.

Letter from General Smith read as follows ;

To the Honourahle Jq fias Du P r e  Efquire, P re/ tdm  and Govertfott ^ c ,  Coutuil
F ir t  S i, G eorge,

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H  a v e  received the Board's commands o f the 5th •f and i6th J, o f  June co 
v?hich I would have earlier replied, but that the hope o f a fpeedy conclufion to 
the wifh in hand led me to defer it, 'till I could give them a fatisfadory account 
o f the army's proceedings.

A fter the redu<flion o f  Ramanadaporam, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder repre- 
fented the neceflity o f  the army’s remaining there fome days, until his Annuldars 
■were put in poffefron o f the cpuntries dependent thereon, and that the inhabli^ts 
•were furnifhed with his CoT.lf*, and brought back to their villages ; in c<^e- 
quence o f  this reprefentation the troops halted from the 3d o f June to the 15 th, 
■where he fignified his defire that tliey fliould proceed agaiiift the NaJcooty Man, 
or little Marawar.

On the 16th we removed, and arrived at Sevaganga the 19th ; on the 21ft 
in the evening Lieiitenant-Colonel Bonjour’s detachment joined, 'but being much 
fatigued could not march the next day. On the a 2d the corps o f Grenadiers 
advanced to a village near the edge o f the Kala-Koii W oods ; and on the 2 jd  in 
the morning the whole moved from Sevaganga to Keranoor, about feven miles 
weft from ivjla-K oil. T he Colonel was reinforced with the N abob’s battalion o f  
Topaflis commanded by Captain Martiii, and marclied the fame day to Sholavram, 
with orders to proceed to Pauganary, a village to the northward o f  i t ;  b y  whicli 
ont; of the principal roads leads to Tripatore.and where his appearance would either 
draw off a part o f their attemion from the barriers near to us, or give him an op- 
porninity o f furprifing them while they dire«fled their views towards the army. 
’On our arrival at Keranoor, Omdat-ul-Omr.ih received fevcral melTagcs from

T a n d a v a rq y

a p p e n d i x .̂ Nt>. XXVT. rori

t  Vide page 988. J Tage looo*



Tandavaroy Pilla, defiring that an accommodation tnight take place, and Jii* 
Matter would agree to any terms that fhould be thoiifeht'propcf to ; ‘but as
the Ramanant people had deceiwd for two days in their negotiations, I cautioned 
him not to give thofe too much time lell they Ihould play the fame game, and 
be only amiiling while they moved to a diftance theii' families and e/ftifts. He 
fcemeci to believe they were fmcere in their intentions, and <vo"ald glaxlly cnnbrate 
the terms offered ; however, the 23d paft, the 24th, and the 45th at noon their 
Vackeels returned to Tandavaroy Pilla to inform him matters were fettled, and they 
had agrt^d to leaving the place the next day. As I had oBferved them during 
the treaty very bufy at work repairing a barrier our troops had burned, and 
cutting a vaft number o f  bufhes to clofe up the roads with, I was refolved not 
to ftop Colonel Bonjour's progrefs 'till I was aflured from the young Nabob o f  
his having finally concluded. This information I had from him abanrr 10 o’clock 
in the morning o f the 25th, when he requefted 1 would fend orders for the Colonel 
to halt wherever the letters fhould find him : accordingly one was given to the 
Nalcootv Man's Vackeel to forward through the woods, and a duplicate by our own 
Hircars : unfortunately for the Rajah, Colonel Bonjour was then on his march ro 
Kala-Koil; and theVackeels, inftead o f difpatching the letters as they ought to 
luve done, the moment they received them, dallied away the time in cam p; and 
when they arrived at Raneymundulum, a fort about two miles in the wood, and 
where Tandavaroy Pilla was with all their force watching our motions, the firil 
thing they heard was the firing from Col. Bonjour’s detachment; this alarmed 
them exceedingly; Tandavaroy PiJla went o ff in great hafle and confufion, and 
the Nabob’s Vackeels, with the Marawar’s, returned to camp.

CaL Bonjour entered the place without lofs o f a finglc man : ihcR ajaK vras 
kffllitd near one o f the gates, and feveral people fell in the firft hurry o f our 
troops entering : Tandavaroy I’ illa and the Rajah’s two brothers made their efcapc 
to the weftward. Some money and jewels were found in the fort, which the 
young Nabob ranfomed for 50,000 Pagodas; and I fhall have occafion to  fay 
more o f it in my next addrefs. T he death o f  the N alcooty M an, and the fcizure 
o f the Ranny and her Son at Ramanaut, gives the Nabob entire poffcfTion o f  
both their countries, and thofe obtained too without the lofs o f  tweriry men. I 
have reprefcnted to his Son Omdat-ul-Omrah your orders with refpeft to the 
army, and your wifhes that they may as fpcedily as poflible return to their feveral 
deftinafions; he infifts on my (laying two or three days lo n ^ r  here, and then 
leave with him a detachment compofed o f the Grenadiers o f tne firfl battalion o f 
the f e c o n d  regiment, with two fix pounders, the firft battalion o f  Sepoys, five 
companies o f  the 71ft battalion, Capt. R um lry’* regiment o f  Black Cavalry,1 and 
Captain Martin’s Topafles. Caut. Loudon is for the prcicnt to garrifun Kala 
the heavy gun* and ftores to oe fent to Madura, and the ra im e n t, with tjie 
fifth and tenth battalions o f  Sepoys, and Capt. Matrliews’s Cavaliy, march to 
Trichinopoly; all which I hope wil meet with your approbation ; cfpecially al I 
am juft informed that the Rajah’s people have abandoned Tripatore, the onV  
fori of confcqiicncc in this couotry. i
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I am o f  opinion it will be highly ncccflary, whatever the old Nabob mat* 
urge to the contrary, that fome o f  the Company’s troops fhould be kept in this 
country ’till they are accuftomed to his government; which may require fomc 
time to break them to, and make them fubmit quietly to the yoke. Tandavaroy 
P illa  ’tis faid is clever, and had great Iway amongft the Folligars; he may 
perhaps, when recovered from his fright, and finding the greatell part o f our 
troops returned, be induced to raife difturbances in thefe parts, and prevent the 
inhabitants fetthng in the country, and the Nabob from reaping any other advantage 
from the conquell than merely the pofleffion. T his, when reprefented to hiai, 
will I fuppole have proper weight, and Ihew the abfolute necefllty for lending 
your alTiftance. H is own troops, unlefs paid with more regularity, cannot be 
depended on.

So foon as thefe matters are fettled, which I hope will now be in two days, I 
propofe leaving M ajor Des Plans to condudt the troops back to Trichinopoly, 
and take the route o f Madura myfelf.

1 have the honour to be with refpedt.

Honourable Sir aod Sirs,

Y our moft obedient and

moft humbl* fervant.

Camp near Keeianoor, J O S E P H  S M I T 'H .
29th  Ju n e, 17 7 2 .

Letter from General Smith read as follow s:

ExtraR o f  L etter fr om  General Smith to Governor Du Fre\ dated. Camp at Kier^nooTf
7 *^. *7 7 .̂

^0 the Honourahle JoJia s D a P r i  Efquire^ Prejident and Governor o f  Fort St. C efrgc.

Honourable Sir,

I H A D  the honour to addrefs the Board on the 29th June, and th fr r in  made 
them acquainted with every occurrence that had happened fince the army marched 
from Ramanauti I have now the pleafure to inform you, that the troops under M a
jor Des Plans marched this morning towards Trichinopoly, and that I propofe 
fctiing out to-morrow for Madura.

T he health o f  Lieutenant-Colonel Boi^our being very precarious, and as it’s 
oeceirary a Field 0 £ ccr Ihould be with the young Nabob, I have direfted Major

I a B Brairhwaitc
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Braithwaitc to remarn with the Colonel, in cafc his indifpofition-fliould oblige 
to quit the ^tachooent, which ftcp I hope you’ll not dilapprow o f .

To JJeut&mni-Colontl

S I R .

T H E  Nabob^s eldeft Son, Omdat-ur-Omrah Behauder, having reprefented tô  
me the necefTtty o f leaving a part of the army with him ’till fuch time as the new 
conquered countries are fettled, and being o f the fame opinion myfelf, I am com« 
to the refolution o f augmenting your detachment with a company o f European 
Grenadiers, the ift battalion o f Sepoys„ Captain Rumley’S regiment o f M ogul 
Cavalry, Captain Martin’s corps of Topafles,. and Nazeeb Khan’s H o rfe; which 
you will pleafe to take under your conamand^ and at all times aiFord the young 
Nabob every affiftancein your power, thatmay tend towards the final cftabliftiment 
o f affairs in theft; parts.

'Confidcring the ill flate of your hq l̂tH, and’ how moch you-Have k te iy  fuffered 
from fatigue-, 1 have direfted Major Braithwaire to remain with yoii, that in cafr it 
Ihoukt lb hujjpcn, frojTi indilpofition, you arc under a neccfflty to leave d>e dctach- 
menr, he may take command of it in your abfence. I have enclofed a copy of the 
Governor and Councirs inftruftions to me for your guidance. W ifliing you health 
and fuccefsj.

I  am, S IR ,
•

Your moft'obedient humble fervant.
Camp,, Keeranoor,
30th June, 1.77a. J. S.-
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7 fl Ahjor D ei Platts^

T H E  Governor and' Council having direfted that tKe troops under my com* 
mand ftiould return to the northward fo Ibon as the fervice they were employed 
on was effcfted; you will therefore be pleafed to proceed with tlie if t  battalion 
of the ift  regiment, the 5th and loth battalions of Sepoys, field artillery, and 
Capt. Mati.cws’s regiment o f Mogul Cavalry, by th« neareft route to Trichiaopo-, 

; where on yoiir arrival Capt. Bruce’s battalion is to march iruo the fort, and form 
a part o f that garriiw . The Europeans and Captain Cofby’s battalion proceed 
ua to Vellour, the light artillery art to be Left at Trichinopoly, and Major Horne 
will difpofe o f his corps agreeable to the general orders given out at Fort St. 
George for that purpofe. T he route I would recommend to you, is from hence to 
SholavraiivPauganary, PtrLchaai-Koil, Ncdoaiajano, Nkolunn* Ferour.-Killiour*

Kirreuour^



Kirrenour, M»touf, Trichinopoly; but in cafe your Hircars can point out any other 
more elig ib le , purfue it. M ulket ammunition and a Buzar are ordered to attend you» 
and fome o f Tondiman’s people as glides through their Matter’s country. Cap
tain Mattliews may remain at Trichinopoly, and wait fuch orders as the N abob 
fhall think proper to fend him for his future obfervance.

I  am, wifhing you a picafant march,,

S I R „

Your moft’ obedient fervant,,
€aiWp at Keeranoor,

30th June, 1772. ^  S.

"The Board's M im te,

H O W E V E R  r«ady we might be to gratify Major Braithwaite, by confirming Ge
neral Smith’s appointment o f him to the detachment o f the Company’s troops left 
with the young Nabob,, if it could be done confillently with the good o f the fer- 
vice; yet when w« confider the ftrength o f the detachment, which confifts only o f 
on« cotnpiiny o f Grenadiers and a battalion and half o f Sepoys, together with the 
purpofe for which it was left; ,̂we are o f opinion, that the appointment o f even one 
Field-Officer miglit have been difpenfed with. Since General Smith acquaints us 
the Nabob hath entire poiTeffion o f the whole country, and the detachment, as we 
undcrftand,,is only intended, by the awe andinfluence it will create, to enable the 
young Nabob to fettle the affairs o f Government •, under thefe circumftanccs, it 
would be unjuftifiable in us to increafe the military charges, when the exigency o f 
the fcrvice does not require it i It is therefore refolved, that General Smith be de- 
fired to dire£l Major Braithwaite to join his proper corps in garrifon. But as the 
Prefident a£quaints the Board, that the Nabob had exprefled great fatisfadHon at 
the conduft o f Lieu tenant-Colonel Bonjour, and had requeftcd that he might con
tinue in the command o f the detachment,,as an Officer in whom he places great 
confidence, the Board acquiefce: and in cafe Lieutenant-Colonel B<')niour Ihoyld 
be unable to keep the field, and it ftiould be neceflary to appoint another Field- 
Officer to the command o f the detachment, the diftance from Trichinopoly or VeJ- 
lum, to whatever part o f the country the detachment may be in, will not be fogreat 
but that an Officer may have time to jt in  it, without any danger o f the fervice ful- 
ftring by delay.

The Board obferve, that General Smith, in his orders to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Bonjour, hath direfted him to take the command o f the Nabob’s troops left in 
that country, which is certainly improper'; f6r although the Nabob was induced, 
for the good o f the fervice, to put his troops under General Smitlr’s or^efs during 
the expedition, yet that ftrvicc being now ovef,'and the army feparated, the Na-

4  bob’s
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bob’s troops fall again o f courfe under his own imaiediatc command } and *s we 
have no control over them, except when the Nabob thinks proper to put them 
under our dircftions, it muft reft with him to put them under the orders o f Lieu- 
tcnant-ColoncI Bonjour, whenever he (hall judge it expedient for the execution o f 
any particular fervice. W e arc convinced thcl'e circumftancrs did not occur to 
General Smith at the time j it is however proper that he Ihould be made ac
quainted with our fentimcnts thereon.

T he Prefident acquaints the Board, that he had been informed that very great 
^iforders had arifen in camp on the fubjedt o f the plunder taken at Kala-Koil, the 
particulars of which he had not been able to afcertain ; but he learns that both the 
young Nabob and the General had been treated with great difrcfpefton that occa« 
fion by fomc o f our Officers.

It is with the greateft concern that the Board find themfelvesfo frequently obliged to 
take up matters from common rejxjrt; it is what they earneftly wilh to avoid, as they 
are convinced it may, to perfons unacquainted with our fituation, have the appear
ance of a defjre to find caufe o f complaint; but when matters become the fubjeft of 
common report, which, i f  true, fo eflcntially concern the honour and intereft o f the 
Nation and Company, and which refleft fo much on the conduft of this Govern
ment, as well as on the Officer at the head of the troops, if he hath not taken meafures 
to punifh the delinquents,— and when we are unable to obtain authentick information 
through the proper channel, that is, from the Officer from whom we ought to receive 
it,— we cannot avoid taking meafures for afcertaining the fafts on which fuch reports 
are founded. W c did hope, from the information given us by General Smith, in 
his letters of 29th June, that we fhould before this time have received from him 
the particular circumftances relating to the affair at Kala-Koil; but as we have been 
<iifappointcd, and as we cannot, after the late infults offered to the young Nabob by 
the foldiers, as mentioned in our letter to General Smith o f the 6th inllant, but be ex
ceedingly alarmed for the confcquences o f fuch repeated marks o f licentioufnefs ; it 
is agreed, that-General Smith be made acquainted with our anxiety on that account, 
and defired to give us the moft particular information in his power.

E xtras o f  Froceedinis o f  the Trefident and Council at Fort St. Gecrge, in their M ilitary
Department^ i j^ h ju ly ,  1772*

Came in the following letter from Ucutenant-Coloncl Bonjour:

Honourable Sir,

T H E  detachment, o f which I fend you my lafl monthly return, having in part been 
returned to Madura, and new troops appointed to remain with me in the field, I en- 
clofe you in this the prefent (late of the laft, together with a monthly return o f the 
fifth company of the feventh battalion o f  ^ poys remaining with me.
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I have nothing material to inform you with fince the fall o f Kala-Koil and de
pendencies. T  »c young Nabob is now appointing people for the management o f 
this dini i<̂l> after which he propofcs proceeding towards Uamanadaporam, where I 
am to accompany him. 1 have the lonour to remain with refpetSb

Honourable Sir,

Your moft humble and moft obedient fervant,
Camp near Sevaganga,

5th July, 1772. A . B O N  J O U R .

ExtraEl o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their Military
. Departmenty \^tb Ju ly ,

W R O T E  the following letter to General Smith :

To Brigadier-G eneral Jo feph  Smith, Commanding Officer o f  the T roop  on the Coaji.

S I R ,

W  E  have received your letter o f 29th June*, and the Prefident hath communi
cated to us thofe addreflcd to him, dated the 27th June and i l l  inftant:  ̂; the latter 
enclofing your orders to Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour and Lieutenant-Colonel Dcs 
Plans.

Our inclination is not lefsthan your’s to favour the interefl o f Major Braithwaite; 
but as every adt o f Government becomes an example and precedent, which the inte- 
reft o f individuals will always find reafons to plead on future occafions, we aretorry 
wc cannot, confiftently with the idea we entertain of the fyftem proper to be pur- 
fued on this Coaft, arquiefce in the appointment o f two Field-Officers for fuch a 
detachment of the Company’s troops as you have left with the young Nabob: we 
do not think, that either the detachment, or the fcrvice which remains to be per
formed, require even one; neverthelcfs, as the Nabob is well fatisfied with the con- 
duifl o f Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, places great confidence on him, and rtquefts 
his fervice on this occafion, we readily confirm him in the command o f the detach
ment o f the Company’s troops you have left with him 1 but we defire you will be 
pleafed to order Major Braithwaite to join his proper corps in garrifon ; and if Licu- 
tenant -Colonel Bonjour’s health ftiould not permit him to continue in the command, 
he may then be relieved by another rield-Officer, i f  that fliould be neceflary : the 
diftance from Trichinopoly or Vellum to any place where ih'at detachment may happen 
to be, is not great; and we do not fee how the fervice can poflibly fuffer in the interval 
o f Colonel Bonjour’s difability to ad:, Ihould it fo happen, and the arrival o f another 
Field-Officer, fincc it does not appear to us that any military operations remain to 

P ‘; r fo r i i f ie d . W e take our opinion from your advices, which inform us, that the 
Nabob is now in full poffefnon of the countries of both the Marawars, and that the

• Vide Page 100, f  Page »oo6. J Page 1013.

12 C  detachment



detachmentUlcft with the y o n n f ^ N r t b o h t o a f l i f t  (as we conceive by the awe and 
influence it will fpread) in fetrling the affairs o f the Government; but if any occa- 
fional fervice ihoiild be reqniiite in the interval o f  Lieurenant-Colonei Bonjour’s dif- 
ability to a iV ,^ ^  the arrival of a n o t h e r  Field-Officer, if  another (bould be neceflary, 
thefenior C;»plSfc may take tiie c o m m a n d  ; o u r  plain meaning i s  this, that we never 
can •conlent to burthen the S e r v i c e  with more Field Datta than isncceflary.

i

When this expedition was undertaken, the Nabob was induced, for the good of 
the fervice, to put his troops, which accompanied the army, underyour orders; the 
expedition being over, and the army feparated, his troops o f courfe fall again under 
his own immediate command : and as we have no control over them, except 
when the Nabob thinks proper to put them under our diredlion, it mull reft with the 
Nabob to put them under tiie orders of Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, whenever he 
fliall think it expedient for the cxecinian o f any particular fervice. We are con
vinced thcfe circumlhnccs did not occ|irto you at the time you gave Licutenant- 
Colonel Bonjour diredions to cak  ̂ them under his orders.

In your letter of the 2 7 th ultimo to the Prefident, you mention that the young Nabob 
had agreed to give 50,000 Pagodas for the ranfom of the plunder taken at Kala- 
KoiJ i and in your letter 10 us o f the 29th, you intimate that you Ihall have occafion 
to fay more on that fubjeft: we have waited with impatience to hear further from 
you thereon ; we fay with impatience, becaufe reports prevail in the Settlement refled- 
ing much on the conduit of fome of our Officers.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in tbeir M ik '
,  tary Department, Mond(^', l o t b  Ju ly , 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John W hitehill
---------------  John Maxwell Stone

George Mackay.

O rd e re  d . That a letter b e wrote to Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, advifing him 
o f the favourable fentiments the Nabob entertains o f his conduit, o f our having con
firmed him in the command of the detachment left with the young Nabob, and o f 
our havng given orders for Major Braithwaite to return into garrifon, and o f o jr  
lentiment!'. rcfpefting the Nabob’s troops having been put under his orders by Gene
ral Smith. And as it is probable that the fervicc on which Lieutenant-Colonel
Bonjour is employed will be a work o f fome time, and as it will be proper that
the ieveral Field-Officers (hould join their refpedtive brigades as foon as the fervice 
will admit of i t ; it is refolved, that Captain Chnigncau b e appointed to thff command 
of Madura in his room. And the Governor acquaints the Board, that he propofes 
appointing Captain Robert Wood to be Town-Major in the room o f Captain 
Chaigneau.
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Ptefident and Council at Fort St. George, in i le i ,  M ilitary 
Departmenty Monday^ zotb 'Ju ly , 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du PreEfquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratton
Henry Brooke John Whitehill
----------------------- John MaKvvell Stone

George Mackay.

L E T T E R  from the Nabob, advifing that he hath no further occafion for Cap
tain Matthews’s ferviccs, and defiring leave to return him to the Company.

From the Nabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du PrS, dated and received ij^th Ju ly ,
1772.

a p p e n d i x . N o. X X V f. 1019

Circar’ 
ther
the Company.

W hat can I fay more ?

The Prefident acquaints the Board, that the Nabob had informed him, tlftt the 
reafon o f his being unwilling to employ Captain Matthews any longer was, that he 
had great caufe to be difpleafed with Captain Matthews’s behaviour at the capture o f 
Kala-Koil.

As the Board, in their letter to General Smith o f the 15th inftant*, have defired to 
be informed o f the particulars o f that affair A g r e e d  to defer taking any meafurcs 
regarding the fame until wc receive his anfwer.

Jof. Du Pre 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John W hitehill 
J. M. Stone 
Geo. Mackay.

F-xtra^
* V ide Page 1018.



JLxlrail o f  Proceedings o f  the Vrefiaent and Council at F ort St. George, in their 
Military Department., 2 ift Ju ly , 1772.

W R O T E  the following letter to Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour :

To Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, commanding the iJ^tachment o f  the Companys troops w ith
the young Nabob.

S I R ,

G E N E R A L  SM ITH  Iiatli informed us, that he had appointed you to the com
mand of the troops left with the young Nabob, to afTift him in fettling the affairs of 
the Government; and it is with great fatistadlion we acquaint you, that the Nabob, 
from a fenfe of the propriety of your conduft, h:uh I'xpreflcd hinifclf well pltafed with 
the appointment; which being alio very agreeable to us, we have confirmed you in 
the command of the detachment.

W e have wrote to General Smith, informing him o f the reafons why wc think 
the prefence of two Field Officers with the detachment unnrceflary, and have in 
confequence thereof direJlcd, that Major Braithwaite do join his proper corps in gar- 
rifon ; wc doubt not but General Smith hath made you acquainted with our 
fentimeBts ; left he Ihould not, we defirc you will fignify them to Major Braithwaite, 
and that he proceed to his ftation.

In the orders delivered to you by General Smith, copy o f which he hath tranfmit- 
ted to us, we obfcrve that he bath direfted you to take upon you the command of 
the Nabob’s troops left in that country. The Nabob’s troops are under his own 
immediate control, unlefs he (liall at any time judge it expedient to put them under 
the command o f our Officers,, for the executjon o f any particular fervice. They 
were put under the command of General Smith for a particular fervice; that fervice 
being finifhed, and the army frparated, they returned again of courfe under the imme
diate orders o f the Nabob who may, if he thinks fir, put them under your orders; 
we hope he will, but that mud be an aft of his own, and could not with propriety 
he done by General Smith ; it will therefore be proper that you apply to Omdat-ul- 
Omrah Bchaudcr, that they may be regularly put under your command, i f  fuch be 
his intention.

As the fervice on which you are employed, may, as far as appears to us, be a work 
o f fome time, and as it will be proper that the ieveral Field-Officers ihould join their 
refpc^live corps, we Jiave judged itexpedient to appoint an Officer to relieve you in the 
command ofMadura, and have accordingly appointed Capt. Chaigneaufor thatftationj 
he will fet cut in a few days, when wc (hall direft the Officer whom you have left 
ia the command to deliver the fame over to him.

W c are, S I R ,

Your moft obedient fervants.
Fort St. George, z
21 ft July, 1772. J O  S. D  U  P R E, &c. Council.

Extract
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BxtraB o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their MHi~
tary Department^ Ttb Ju gu ft, 1772,

g e n e r a l  s m i t h  being returned from Camp takes his fctt at the 
Board.

Exlract o f  Proceedings o f  the Preftdent and Council a t Fort St, Georget in their 
M ilitary Departmenty Monday, i^jtb Auguft,

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du P;e Efquire, Governor, Prcfident.

Jofeph Smith John Smith
-------------------- Henry Brooke
John Whitehill Charles Smith
Samuel Johnfon • John Maxwell Stone

George Mackay.

G E N E R A L  S M IT H  delivers in to the Board the following letters:

To the Honourable JoJias Du P re Efquire, Prejident and Governor^ i^c» Council o f  Fort
St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

IN my letter to the Honourable Board o f the 19th June*, I gave them to iindfjr- 
ftand that I fhould have occafion to fay fomething further on the fubjcft o f the 
prize-money givtn by the young Nabob, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behaudcr, in lieu o f 
plunder and, booty taken by the arrriy under my command at Kala-Koil 5 I fhall now 
take the liberty to lay before them an impartial account o f what paflcd there the 
26th June relative thereto.

T he day following the furprize o f the place the young Nabob and myfelf went 
thither ; and on our arrival. Colonel Bonjour informed him that he had ufed his ut- 
moft endeavours to prevent the effefts, &c. of the Rajah from being plundered; and 
fhat there were in the inner fquare of the houfe two fmall rooms lock’d, fuppwfed to 
be his trrafury, and containing other valuable effc<5ts. The Colonel conduded /lim 
to dw place, and opened the two doors, in prefence of myfelf. Major Br^ithwaite, 
Cnptains Baiilic, Cofby, Pitman, Mr. Rofs, and fevcral other gentlemen, whofc 
names do not immediately occur. Upon examining one o f the rooms, there were 
found only fome brafs pots, and a number of tri’fling things o f fmall value-, iii the 
other, feme pots covered with cloth tied and fealed. I raifed the firft that camc to 
hand Irom the ground, and found it not very weighty Captain Co/by lifted aaothcr,
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which appeared much heavier, a»d from the weight fuppofcd muft have contained 
gold or filver, but n o n e  • o f  .thcm were opened in my prelence : there were likewifc 
fome fmall boxes covered with cloth, one of which I took from the rell promifcu- 
cufly, opened it, and found only a jewel, fuch as the natives wear about rheir necks, 
o f no great worth, with f o m e f c w  ti’inkcts. The young Nabob having fatisfied his cu-. 
riofity, Gentries were po&ed at the doors, with pofitive orders to admit neither whites 
nor without Colonel Bonjour’s permiHion: this being cloae, we adjourned to 
head quarters, where the Oificers o f the dctachtnent were aifre.-nbled, and a niimbei* 
o f  gentlemen from camp, amongft whom were Majors Horne and Braithwaite. 
The Colonel took the young Nabob and me afide, to make known that his Officers 
cither expefted the plunder found in Kala-Koil fliould be given up to them as their 
right and property, or that he lliould give a fum equivalent thereto; and Colonel 
Bonjour’s detachment not having lhared prize-money for the capture o f Rumanada- 
poram, laid their claim to the whole plunder and booty in this place.

The young Nabob liftened to all ihe Colonel faid on this fubjccV, and then mnde 
him this reply, as nearly as I can remember;— That in the inllruftions given him 
byhisFather.hehadpofitivelyenjoinedhitTinottogrant any donation or prize-money, 
but in cafes where fortified towns were taken by brcach and affiuU; that as it had ne
ver, fince he could remember, been cuftomary or ufual to granr*doiiations or fums 
of money to the Company’s trooj^s, when employed on tovice againft Polligars, 
Woods, or Pollams, he thought they had no right to what was found in the place; 
and gave as inftaaces where it had not been done,the taking o f Worriarpollam, Arria- 
lore, &c. when Colonel Campbell commanded the arm y: however, he faid, in confi- 
derayon o f the fatigue and trouble the detaohment had undcrgont*, and Tor tiic 
taking of Tripavanam, he would confent to give Lieutcnant-ColonelBonjour anc* 
his Officers the fame prize-money as the Officers fliared at Ramanadaporam, but pot 
a Pagoda more. He further obferved, that as the articles of peace bctwren' him 
and the Rajah were finally concluded and figncd early in the morning Af tire z^ h  
o f June, and in confcqjenCe orders were immediately dnfpatched to Cok)tiel 
lk>njour to halt his detachment whenever thofe orders fhou.ld meet him, and all 
hofVilirics to ceafe againft the faid Rajah, which inftrudlions, by the dilatorincfs o f 
the llajah’s Vackeels were not forwarded in time fo ai to prevent the Colond “firorra 
advancing and I'tirprizing him at Kala-Koil, where he had remained in full coofi- 
dence of the fecurity of his perl'on, agreeable to the treaty which he had reafon to 
think was on the point of being concluded on thefe grounds the "̂ ’oung Nabob 
infiftcd the troops had no right to plunder or booty, as what was found rhere had 
been ‘Itept for the Circar, agreeable to the articles fettled and concIiKled by him 
and the jR-ajah. Colonel Bonjour communicated the young Nabob’s ientiments to 
hii Officers, at which they fccmQd greatly diflati«fird, and fona  after prd'ented the 
Colonel with an addrdi to this purport; “  That if  the young Nabob would givT 
“  to each Cajnairi 6000 Pagodas, each fubaltern 3000, and fo in proportion, 
** they would give up all title to the plunder; but if thefe propofals weie rt-jetted, 
“  m-dke the moft of wh^t'they found in the place.”  T he ycung Nabob dcclaied
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he w o u l d  not add a Fanam more than what he hadfirft ofTered> with which, i f  they 
were not content, he would refer it to his Father and the Honourable Board. As 
foon as the Officers o f th e  army underftood that Colonel Bonjour’s detachment 
claimed the vriiole plunder found inKala-Koil to theirexclufion. Majors Bralthwaite 
and Horne waited on me, and requeued, on behalf of themfelves and their brother 
0/fie?rs, that no agreement might be made with the young Nabob, in which the ar
m y  was not included. When Colonel Bonjour marched from my encampmcnt, his 
detachment was reinforced with a battalion of Topaffes, fome field-picces and ar- 
rillery-men, o f coutfe confidered then as part o f the army co-operating with me 
againft the common enemy, and not in the light the Officers o f that detachment 
fcem to thinks This-difference in opinion brought on fome altercations between the 
two parties, which were foon after fettled amongft themfelves; and it was agreed, 
that the Officers of the Uetachment fhould receive from what niight be given for 
the plunderof Kala-Koil a fum equal to the Officers’ fharesat Ilamanadaporam,and 
the remainder be carried as a joint (lock, and equally divided amongft tf}e whole.- 
Xhis point being finally agreed to by all prefent, the next to be confidered o f was, 
what fum they Ihould accept o f in lieu of the plunder and booty. About the time 
this was agreed tô  the young Nabob made an offer o f Pagodas 30,000, and left 
the diviiion of it to be fettled by the army themfelves ; immediately after he retired 
with me to the Pagoda, and left them to confider o f his propofa!; but the fum not 
being deemed adequate to the fuppofed wealth o f the place, to which they aflertcd. 
a right, the young Nabob, at my requeft, incrcafcd it to 40,000 P andas ; I af- 
furing him, that if  his Father difapproved of this addition, I would willingly give it 
out o f my own iliare o f the Ramanadaporam prize-money, rather thnn the army 
Ihould think themfrlves injured or 'appear diifatisfied. 'I'his propofal was made 
know,n to Colonel Bonjour and his Officers by Mr. Duffin, Surgeon to the detach
ment, whohad been backwardsandforwards fevcraltimes withnu'fiagcsTo me relative 
to the bufmefs, and who was the adling perfon for them during the whole tranfac- 
fion ; he returned with an anfwer, that the gentlemen rcjeded the fum o f P.igodas 
40,oco,icontinuing (lill in opinion that it was inadequate to the wealth found in the 
place. Finding, .after all the trouble 1 had taken to ffttlc matters between the par
ties, they ftill fcemed difcontcnted, 1 informed M r. Duffin, that I coiiJd not think, 
uf interfering any mote in fo dil'agreeable a bufinefs, e/pccialiy as tuc young Nabob 
aflcrted and declared that the troops had no right to the plunt'jjr o f the placc, peace 
having bcffn concluded between him and the Rajah, and for other rcafons before 
mentioned •, and being myfelf doubtful with refpedl to the rights o f the claim on 
accQunr. of the aforefaid circumilances, I declared, that if this bufii>fifs could not 
be fettled to the fatisfaiiionof bothparties, i  ffiould be .under the nec(.ffiiy o f putting_ 
agarrifon into i!ie placc, fccure the treafure and cflefts, and tranfniir an aceountof 
the whole to the Honourable Board, to be finally .adjuftnl by them and the Nabob :
I aUbaffured t îeiii, tliat ilioiiW any Qfiiuer prefume to fei/.e or touch any [Jjrts of the 
eiicfts, &c. h  ̂ fnould be put in arrcft, and fcnt to Madras. M'hih’ this was in agi
tation, li'iiits wfce thrown our, that if 50,000 Pagodas could be obtained in lieu t;f 
'the plu.'idtr, all then would be perfe^lty fatisfied ; and wifbing very heartily myfelf 
to Jiave it ended, 1 defired Cap'-aln BaiHie 10 wait on the young Nabob, and give him

an
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an mtimation of i t ; he did fo ; the young Nabob camc in a few minutes after to the 
place where wc fat at dinner, and confentcd to give the fum mentioned, which 
was acccptcd by all the Officers prefent. Captain Baillie," ar my requcft, waited 
upon Colonel Bonjour and his Officers, to inibrm them o f the young Nabob’s laft 
offer and to know if they were fully fatisned with this agrcetnent ■, in that cafe our 
ccntrics might be removed, and the cffcas put under tht charge of the young 
Nabob’s people: he accordingly went, and brought me for; an anfwer, that the 
Colonel and his oliiccrs were latisfied, and that he would put my orders refpcding 
the Gentries in execution. Mr. Duffin returned to know when the young Nabob 
would order the bond to be prepared, and at what period the payment Ihould be 
made ; the y o u n g  Nabob replied three months, the fame as las been agreed to 
at Kamanadaporam. Having no Moonlhies on the fpot, the bond could not be 
drawn out the fame evening, which feemcd to give fome uneafinefs to the Officers o f 
Colonel Bonjour’s detachment j two or three of whom met me on my return to 
camp, and after paying their complimcfnts, exprefled a defire to have the bond 
figned ere the young'Nabob left the place; I obferved to them his word w'as fuf- 
ficient, I would be anl'werable for the bond; on this afllirancc they took leave, and 
were tlioroughly fatisfied : Captain Cotgrove, to the beft of my remembrance, was 
one of the number.

I returned next morhing to Kala-Koil to vifit the young Nabob, where I found 
Col. Bonjour and Capt. M atthews: the former o f thefe Gentlemen informed me, 
that Capr. Matthews had been fpcaking to him on the fubjeA o f A-hat paffed the 
day before, relative to the agreement made with the j^oung N ab o b ; and not being 
present himfelf, greatly difapprovcd the ftep his Brother Officers had taken, in 
refigning their right to the plunder for fo triHing a fum as Pagodas 150,000 : Gapt. 
Matthews fpoke to me at the fame time, intimating their dilTatisfadion. I aa- 
f-A'cred, that the Officers themfelves, then on the fpot, had debated and fettled the 
matter, and that it could not be altered; here the converfition dropped, and he 
took his leave. About noon Colonel Bonjour received an addrefs from Captain 
Matthews and the Officers of the detachment, with another to the young N a ^ b  ; 
copies of both 1 have the honour to enclofe, as alfo a letter fome time afterwards 
from Capt. Matthews to Mr. Duffin, and his anfwer theret®. 1 cannot help here 
rcmarkmg, that it was a very extraordinary ftep taken by the Officers o f Col. bon
jour’s detachmcnt, to fign an addrefs.abfolutcly denying what they fcf lately had 
agreed to, and that in the prefence of their Colonel and other OfScers : I could 
not refrain from rebuking Captain Cotgrove and others o f them for having re
canted in the manner they did (and under their hands) what they the day before 
had g i v e n  their confent to, and which, araongft men o f honour, fhould ever be 
held facred. Capt. Cotgrove replied,'that no written agreement had been made 
at the time, and he did not think himfelf bound to the obfervance o f any 
other.

You will pleafe, Honourable Sir and Sirs, to obferve, that in the OfBccrs’ 
addrefs to Col. Bonjour, dated June the 27th, they requcft that an inveniory may be
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taken o f  the. e®;£ts, & c. in Kala-Koil, though they them fclves the day btfort confented 
that every fliould be given up to the young Nabob for the confideration 
before-m entioned, and well knew the tim e our Gentries were removed from the 
ianer fquare; i^ieutcnant Bryne, as he commanded the Sepoys, muft certainly 
have known it j and, if I recolledl right, he was ordered by the Colonel, the moment 
the agreem ent was made, to deliver over the plunder to the young Nabob’s fcrvants. 
I was at the time highly difpleafed at the inconfiftency o f behaviour that appeared 
aniongft thofe Gentlemen during the whole o f that tranfaction, and ftiouid moft 
undoubtedly have proceeded againft them as I thought their demerits deferved ; 
but confidering that fuch a ftcp might have awed them from making any repre- 
fentations to the Honourable Board on a matter wherein they afterwards imagined 
ehemfelves aggrieved, 1 forbore for the prefent taking public notice o f it.

Thus, H on ou rab le  Sir and Sirs, I have given you as candid and impartial 
account o f this affair as my memory can furnifh ; and have the honour to be 

with refpedt,
Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient fervant.

Fort St. George, J O S E P H  S M I T  H .
j7 th A u g u ft, 1772.

‘t o  Colonel Bonjoufj commanding the Detachment that Jiorm cd Kala-Koil.

S I R ,

IN  confequence o’f  a right invefted to captors by a general order o f the Honour
able the Court o f Diredlors of the Eaft-India Company, we find ourfclves entitled to 
the plunder o f  Kala-Koil, whirh upon infpeftion we find amounts to a conliderablc 
value.

The^mall number o f Officers and o f men that have been upon this expedition 
will make the lhare o f each the more confiderable i we therefore requeft of you 
to acquaint His Excellency Omdat-ul-Omrah, that we are willing to accept o f 
3000 Pagodas for each Subaltern’s lhare, and the reft in proportion, otherwifc ti;»t 
we are willing to take the plunder oil our own account,

’ W e are. Sir, with the greateft refpeft.

Your obedient fervants,

Kaia-Koil, (Signed) J O H N  C O T G R O V E , Captain,-

26th June, 1772. In the name o f the Officers.

. A  true copy. Thomas Parkifon, Secretary.
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To Lieutenant-Celonel Bonjeur, cm>nanding a DetacbmtHt at Kala-KQiL 

S I R , •

W E  the OfEcers do, in the name o f all your detachment, confidenng ovirfelves 
by the Honourable the Governor and Council’s orders, and the rules o f war, 
entitled to every thing that was in this fort when taken by us by aflault, and 
having heard that a conipcnfation is likely to take placc, by no means in pro
portion to the value in money, jewels, and other things which we have feen, do 
therefore take this method o f aiTuring you, that we do not agree thereto, and 
requeft that you will reprefent the fame to the General and Nabob, and caufc 
an inventory to be tuken o f every thing by proper perlbns, that we may have 
our juft dues. — -/•

W e fend you a letter for tlw Nabob, begging you will deliver it to the
General for him.

W e axe, Sir, with refpcft,

Kala-Koil, Your humble f«rvants.

k 2̂6 e x p e d i t i o n  a g a i n s t  MARAWAR a n d  N A LC O O TY i n  1772.

27th June, 1772.
(Signed) Rich'^. Matthews

Jn“. Cotgrovc 
Geo. Bryne 
Jn°. Oldham 
Harcourt Woodhouft 
Roben Scouler 
Alex% Gordon 
Cha ». Barron 
Edw<*. W hite 
Tho». Green 
Cha*. Jeale A lhby 
Manuel Martinz 
Mich*. Bruce 
Jos'*. Carr*.

A  true copy. Thoma^  ̂Parkilbn^ Sccrctary..

To His ExcelUtuy the Nahob Omdat~ul-Omrah B ehau^ fy 

S I R ,

W E , the Officers o f  the detachment eommanded by Lieutenant-Colond Bon- 
jour, confidefing ourfeives entitled to all the efFefts o f this place at the time we 
took k  by aOkult, and having beard that an agreement is liKxly to take place, 
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•
■which we think b y no means equivalent to the value thereof, and without our confent 
having been obtained, do, in the name of the faid dctachment, fignify to your E x 
cellency our difapprobation of any fuch agreement being made, and do requefl: 
that you will permit an inventory to be taken o f the faid effefts, that they may be 
divided amongft us, according to the cuftom of war.

W e are, with refpecl:,
Fort Kala-Koil,

June 27th, 177a, Your Excellency’s moft obedient fervants,

(Signed) Rich**. Matthews
Jn°. Cotgrove 
Geo. Brync 
Jn°. Oldham 
Harcourt Woodhoule 
Robert Scouler 
Alex"". Gordon 
Charles Barron 
Edward W hirc 
Tho*. Green 
Cha*. Jeale Aftiby 
Manuel Martinz 
Mich*. Bruce 
Joieph Carre.

A true copy. Thomas Parkifon, Secretary.

To M r. Duffin.
S I R ,

BEIN G  authorized by the Officers o f  LieiHenant-Colonel Bonjour’s dctachment 
to aft for them refpefting their lawful cla’mi 10 rhe feveral things found in the fort 
o f Kala-Koil, when taken by us by aflault on the 25th June ; and having heard 
that you were an ai5live perfon in an agreement faid to be made with the General or 
Nabob, that Pagodas 50,000 fliould be the ranfom of the faid effecis, I am to 
requeft o f you information what you did fay concerning the matter to any perfon 
or perfons, aod by what authority you adled, it being of the higheft conccrn to 
us all.

. I  am.

Your moft obedient fervant.
Camp,

27thJune, 1 7 7 2 . (Signed) R I C H i> .  M A T T H E W S .

A  true copy o f Mi*. Duffin’s copy of the original in his own hand writing.

Thomas Parkifon, Secretary.
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fo  Captain Mattham.

’S I R ,

I H A V E  received your letter of the 28th ultimo, and am not a little furprlzed 
to find the Officers of Lieu tcn ant -Co lo nc l  Bonjour’s deiachmcnc are unacquainted 
with whac was tranfafted at Kala-Khil, as they were all prefent except Lieute
nants B'yne and Scouler; however, Sir, for .your fatisfaftion I fliall repeat whac 
I know of the affair, and how far I aded.

When the General and the Nabob came to Kala-Koil the 26th in the morning, 
by defire of Colonel Bonjour all our gentlemen afllmbled, to confult what was btft 
to be done in fettling the prize-money with the Nabob. Accordingly a letter war 
wrote with the conlcnt of the whole, addrefTed to Lieutenant-Coloncl Bonjour ; 
the purport of which was, that by a right inverted in the captors, the plunder 
of Kala-Koil became our property : the fmallnefs o f the detachment, and the fup- 
pofed riches of the place, made us form an eftimate of Pagodas 3,000 to Subal
terns, and 6 , 0 0 0  CO a Captain ; which, if his Excellency did not approve of, wcwere 
W illin g  to make tiie bell o f the plunder.

Afrcr Colonel Bonjour had read the letter, he gave it to the General, who, 
upon reading it alfo, gave it to the Nabob, and mentioned to him at the fame time 
the p'opofals, which were difapprovcd of, and offered only a fhare to each Officer, 
equal to what was given at Kamanadaporam ; but by the General’s interpofing, 
an oftVr was made foon after of Pagodas 40,000, which was to be given for the 
good of the whole, our fliares being firft made equal to thofe at Ramnad. I 
being prel'ent was defired to acquaint our gentlemen of it. I immediately went 
to Colonel Bonjour, who was laying in his Palankeen, and told him the meffage; 
his opinion was, that we had better accept o f i t ; and by his defire I went to pro- 
pofe it to the reft of the gentlemen, cxcept Lieutenants Bryne and Scouler. I be- 
Jieve all the Officers were prelent, and it was their opinion, if  we could raife it 
to 50,000 Pag<nlas, it would be much better to accept it than to have any further 
difpute. This I acquainted the Colonel of, who repeatedly wiflied it might be 
fettled.

Authorized by the Colonel and the greateft part o f  the Officers, I went to the' 
N ab o b ; he was then in the Pagoda. 1 firft fpoke to Captain Baillie, and mcn- 
tif;ned the propofals, which he communicated to the General, and afterwards to 
the Nabob. Soon after he came and told me the Nabob had agreed to them, 
which I made known to the gentlemen, who feemed fatisfied. ,

, : iVj

This is the fubftance, as near as I can rccolleft, o f what I knov? o f the affair : as 
I left the place foon after, I cannot fay what other refolutions have been taken ;

»nd



and have only to mention, that I afted implicitly as they defired : i f  they have al
tered their minds, they cannot blame me.

I am, S I R ,

Your mofl obedient fcrvant,

Madura, (Signed) W ^. D  U F F I N.
July ift, 1772-

A  true copy o f Mr. DufHn’s anfwer to Captain Matthews’s letter, wrote and 
figned by Mr. Diiffin.

Thomas Parkilbn, Secretary.

General Smith alfo lays before the Board the following letter he has juft re
ceived :

Dear Sir,

1 H A V E  received a very extraordinary letter from Captain Matthews, a copy 
of which I now enclofc you, with my anlwer thereto : I flialJ make no comments 
on it, or thofe gentlemen, who I am afraid are deceiving Captain M atthews; but 
time I hope will fhew who has adcd with mofl probity; agreeable to which I 
have wrote Captain Matthews. I beg you will lay our letters before the General, 
to whom make my moft refpedful compliments ; and believe me.

Dear Sir, with much eileem, ,
Madura,

10th Augufl-, 1772. Your devoted fervant.

To Captain BailUe, W m . D  U F  F I N .

S I R ,

AS our affair refpefting what pafTed at Kala-Koil will be brought before the 
Board, what you wrote to me concerning the part yOu afted, and whai you told. 
MefTieurs Oldham, Gee, Gordon, and Green, being contradidtoiy, you may not 
nppear to advantage ; therefore I think you had better recolledt what did happen, 
and favour me with what will be o f fervice to you, if  your letter of the ift July 
be dropp'ed,

I am, S I R ,
Madras,

4th Auguft, 1772. Your obedient fervanf,

^ oM r.D u ffin , R I C H p .  M A T T H E W S .

A P P E N D I X .  No. X X V I.  1029

12 F  To



To Captain Maltheu's.

S I R,

I HA\"S rrceived your favour o f the 4rh inflant, dcfxrinp; mf to recnllcft ai?ain 
what was tranfafttd at Ki l a Koil the 26th June la(t, ds Me'fTicurs Oldham, Gee, 
Gordon, and G tc.n, have infoim d you that 1 have declar.-d otlicrwife cu them 
than what I wrote you in a former letter concerning that ali'air.

Whatever thofe Gentlemen mav have told you. Sir, I can form no idea of, as I am 
conicioos,  wher'ever 1 have had any converfation with all or any of thole Gentlemen 
abt'ut Kaia-Koil (which has always been in a curfory manner) I have never devia td^ 
from the foblUnce of wh::t 1 wrote you. I am forry to obferve that Captain 
Matthews fhould entertain a doubt of my ufina any fi.ieflTe in giving a eircum- 
flanrial and voluntary actount o f the affair merely tor his private fatistaftion : I 
painted m itters as they really were, in order to prevent your interelling yourfelf 

•ii(v.vour own di!advantage on the occafic.n from a wrong reprelrnration or fadls •, 1 
lhail rherero e. Sir, itridly adhere to what I have alrea y WTOtc you ; nor am I 
under any apprehenfions o f appearing to a difadvantage, as you iecm to intimate : 
and as mattfrs arc biought to fuch lengths, I think it neceifar) to clear up an 
s-tt'air, that from falfe reprefentations might throw afpetfions on my charaiSltr, to. 
lay tJie whole o f our correfpondencc belore the General, that it may be tranlmiUoL 
to the Board.

1 am, S I R ,

Your humble fervant,

Madura, D  U  F F  I N:
10th Auguft, 1772.

OiinERED, That the foregoing letters do lie on the table.

General Smith having on the 1 tth inflant addrefled a letter to the Board, reqneft- 
ing permifTion to refign the fervice ; thr I’ refident at the fame time received s. .etter 
from General Sm th, defiring to be excufed attending in Council, as he was bufy 
in preparing the letters and papers he had to lay before the Board •, whereupon the 
I’ refiuent caultd ilie Council to be aflemblcd on the 1 ith in the morning, wheti the 
letter from General Smith was read, fetting forth, that as a peace was tflablilhed 
throughout the Cainatick, and that as he h.id fuffered much in his confiitufion from 
the climate, he pur[)ofed re'urningto Kngland by the firftoppoitunity, and therefore 
requeued leave to refign the fervice; atid exprtfled his fatisf^adtion at refigning the 
command into the hands o f an OfKcerof Sir Robert Fletcher’s known merit and 
abilities. Upon reading the abovemrntioned letter it occurred to the Board,-that 
as it had alway"? been ufual for the Members o f the Council, on their (laitting the 
fervice, to take their leave perfonally o f the Board j and as General Smith had the 
day before attended in Council, his fudden application by letter to rcfign the fervice,

m i g h t
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niiglit appear to arife from dil'guft ro the fervict*, nr to the individual Members of 
th ■ B'-’ard ; which opinion might wuh realon he fuppoi'ed would be the more rea- 
di'.v received and propagated alter the dilpures and differeijces which had fo r 

merly fubfiHed, and were publicity known and canvafled not only in India b u t in 
j'lijriand. Ic hirther occurred, that the letters which had been wrote to General 
S.iiith on ihe luhj^ft o f  the inl'ult faid to have been offered the yo' ng Nab(.b on the 
pljins ofTri<;hinopoly, and regarding the plunder taken at Kdla-KoVi, remained yet 
i i n a n f w e r v d  ; ai>d although the Board were convinced that General Smith meant to 
give them al the iatisfaftion in his power on the fubjeft o f thofe letters, and had 
informed the Prefident that he was preparing his anfwers thereto, neverthchls the 
Board ih o u p h t  ir w ould  appear moic regular and proper, that the anfwers fhould bs 
given in betore General Siinth spplied for leave to refian ; and there was r̂ ot a doubt 

'bu t th4t General Smith would up.>n the leafl hint fee that propriety, and wi(h to 
have it 16. It was therefore agreed, that no Minute fliould then be made on Gene
ral Smith’s letter, and the Prdident was defired to acquaint General Smith, as well 
an Sir Robert Fletxher, with the reafons which induccd the Board to defer the confi- 
deration thereof.

T he Council having met on the 14th inf^ant in the Civil Department, Mr. 
Macivay propofed that the letter from General Smith fhould be tai;en into conlldc- 
ration :— Whereupon the Prefident informed the Board, that it having been agreed, 
e n  the 1 Uh inllant, to defer the confuieration thereof umil he could make General 
Smith and Sir Robert Kletcher acquainted with the feiitmients of the Board as above 
recited, he had informed Sir Robert Fletcher thereof the fame day, but had not ar» 
opportunity fo foon of fe eing General Smirh j but fome of the Members of the Board 
having acquainted the General <4 the Board’s fcntiments, he, the Prefident, received 
a letter from General '̂'rnith on the 12th in the morning, by tlie hands of Captain 
Baillie, defiring that the letter might be returned to him. As no Minute had been 
made thereon, and theB^ard liaving exprefled their wifh that General’s Smith’s re- 
fignatiod niight be agreeable to the ufage generally oblerved, and being of opinion 
that it would have the appcarance of more regul .rity, as well as cordiality, if the ap
plication to rtfiyn were p<ll[)oned until his anlwers to the points referred to him 
were received, the Prefident ordered the Secretary to return the iettfr. agreeab’e to 
General Smith’s requeft, and at the Aime time defired Captain Baillie to acquaint the 
General with the reafons which had induccd the Board to defer the cor.fideration 
thereof. T he following qucflion was then propofed by Mr. Mackay to be
put, viz.

'1 >1-

T hat G'^neral Smith’s letter read before the Members o f the Bor̂ rd on the 1 1 th 
“  inflant be taken under confideration ; and, infkad o f accepting his rtTignntion at 
“  this time, that he be defired by the Board to remain in t ie lervice’till he fliall 
** h<\ve replied to the Board’s lerterof the 6th July, and ha>'e iikewife reported to the 

Beard w’hzt pafkd In tee.aid to the plunder taken at Kala-Koil T o  the latter 
*̂ part -of tliVs (ifinftion the Prefident objected, as it appeared to him to imply an in- 
tehrion of the Board to enquire into General Smith’s condutH:; whereas he underilooti 
that the Board never incanC any fuch thinj^; and that ail they propofed was merely

2 for
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.for the fake o f propriety and regularity, and for the appenraticc it might'have to tHc 
■I’ l'b'tc, to afford Gt-ni.ral ‘>mith the opportunity, which they conceived he would 
u p o n  r t f i e x ' o n  wifli 10 have, o f giving to the Board, previous to his refignation, 
fomc cclaircifi'fiiient- on the lubjeds before mentioned ; and th&Prefident therefore 
propcftii, that the quellion might be j)Ut without the latter part, viz.* ‘ f/TiU he Ihall 
“  iuivc rcj)!icd, &c .”  Mr. Mackay thereupon declatcd, that,it ŵ iSLjby no means his 
intention, by pmpofing the latter part o f the queflion, to call General Smith to an 
account for h^ conduit; all he meant was, for the purpofe o f giving General Smith 
an opportunity of cxpliiinmg to the Board the fubjefts o f thofe letters before he 
quitted the K rvice, and which appeared to him the only reafon why the Board (hould 
defer acccpting General Smith’s refignation. That matters having been debated 
fomc time, and the other Members feeming to concur in opinion with the Prefident, 
Mr. M.ickay propofed that the queflion might be dropped entirely, which was”  
agreed to j and it was then intended that the whole tranfaftion (hould remain in 
filencc, as there appeared no neceflity for entering a recital of it on our proceedings. 
But as the Board are givtn to underflancl, that, immaterial as it appeared to them, it 
is become the common topic o f converfation in the town, and that they art accufed 
of havinp: /o o f General Smith’s refignation; and Sir Robert Fletcher
liavi:ig alfo declared, that he thought himfelf, as well as General Snr.ith, ill-ufed by 
the Board in this affair; and as there is reafon to believe, that the condudt o f the 
Board, which has been mifreprefented on the fpot, may be reprefented at home with 
Hill more aggravating circumftanceS, they have thought it necelTary to be thus par
ticular in relating the matter on their proceedings as it really happened,

Estrad c f Trcceedhigs of the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in Their Military 
' Department., Monday, i^tb yluguj}, I ' j ’j l .

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

-----------------John Smith
George Stratton Henry Brooke
John Whitehill
Samuel Johnfon John Maxwell Stoiie

George Mackay^

L E T T E R  from General Smith read as follows :

To the Honourable Jo fias Du P r i  Efquire, Prefident and G overnor, ( s c .  Councn o f
Fort St. George.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I A M  honoured with your letter o f the 6th July*, which carne to hand while 
on my journey to the Prefidency, therelbre deferred replying thereto'till'm y ar
rival, and hope that will in fome degree apologize for the delay there appears in  
xhe anfwer.

*  V ide page 1009.
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In my addrefs to the Honourable Board, dated the 5th o f June, ’tis true I re
m arked they were mifinformed with rcfpedt to a report which prevailed at Madras, 
o f the young Nabob’s being irjfultcd by the troops under my command on the 
day he joined the army, and that too when they were under arms. A s fuch a report 
could be fpread with no other view than to give your Honour, &c. fomc 
unfavourable imprelfions with regard to my conduft, or otherwife to prejudice me 
in your opinions ; and as the propagators o f thefe reports llâ ’ not juftly informed 
themfelves o f what did really pafs at the time, fo I thought mylelf at liberty to 
reply only to the information given ; but as the Honourable Board, in their letter o f 
the 6th July*, feem to think I ought then to have given them a circumftantial ac
count o f the matter, fo am I concerned it was not fully dated to your Honour, 
& c. in my addrefs o f t̂Ji Juncf, which would have prevenicd any f ârthcr trouble 
on this fubjedt.

I never heard any complaints from the young Nabob or his brother, that the 
fpldicry had behaved to either o f them with dil'refped:, while tlie troops were en
camped on the Plain*, and all the information I did reccive relative thereto camc 
from private hands, which 1 now take the liberty to inform you with.

On the 4th o f M ay, tlic fecond day after the young Nabob joined us, his 
brother Mader-ul-Mulk Bchauder, attended by Nazeeb Khan, rode along the front 
of our line in his chariot juft before fun fet. where many of tl>e foldiers’ women were 
cooking Tiduals for the different niefl'cs : thefe women, it is laid, were the firfl; 
who called out to Mader-ul-Mulk Bchauder for money, the foldiers who heard the 
clamours joined in it, and immediately the noife fpread from right to left o f the 
Europeans ; but what language they made ufe o f on the occafion I never was per- 
fedly informed of, as it happened juft at the time when both officers and fokUers 
were preparing themfelves for the evening roll calling.

I made the ftridteft enquiry in my power to find oiit the perfon or perfons con
cerned in the infult, that a moft exemplary punifl-iinent might be inflidtcd on them, 
but my enquiries were not attended with luccefs. The next day I met both the young 
Nabob and his brother, and, to the beft o f my remembrance, neither the one nor 
the other touched on the Aibjeft, or even gave a hint at what had paffcd the day 
before; 1 therefore immediately iilued out general orders, exprelTing niydifplea- 
fure at fuch unprecedented behaviour in the troops towards the young Nabob, 
who at this time was fuppofed to have been with his brother in t‘ 
copy of thofe orders I now enclofe for your Honour’s, & c. perufal.
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le chariot. A

W ith refpcft to what happened at Trichinopnly previous to this, the only 
information I ever'had was from the young Nabob him felf; who mentioned, that 
as he was pafling through one o f the ftreets, an artillery-man in liquor came to
wards him, and afked for prize-money ; the young Nabob, inft'ead of defiring his 
attenilants to feize the man and bri g  him to me, ordered the foldier to follow his 
Palankeen home, and there he prelected him with Ibme Pagodas. I remarked to

*  Vide pnge jo io . t  993*
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the young Nabob, at the fame time, how imprudent it was in him to reward a 
man who had behaved with difrefpe<tt > and inftend o f it he fhould have given nMS 
immediate nntke, that, by a fevere puuiftimenl, fuch difordcrs might be in future 
prevented : the young Nabob tlwn laid, that he looked on it as the adion o f a 
man w ho  was deprived o f his fenles by the Uquor he had drank, and not in the 
le r iou s hght 1 had reprefented, begging o f me that no farther notice might be 
taken of it, and at his defire I acquiciccd.

I have the honour to fend accompanying this letter the Orderly Book, with 
plans of encampment, & c. during the Tanjore expedition ;

And have the honour to be, with rcfpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Fort St. George, Your moft obedient fervant,

20th Auguft, 1772.  ̂ J O S E P H  S M I T H *
i

’̂ rkhimpcly Tlaln, Tuefdc^, ^tb Mxy, 1772, G . O . Parole Suffolk, C . S . Sm iavram *

T H E  General is much concerned to hear the very extraordinary and unprece
dented behaviour of the European foldiers to His Excellency the young Nabob 
yefterday evening; he confiders it indeed as the higheft difrefpeft to himlelf, and 
only from a fuppofition that prefent folly, more than premeditated defign, was the 
caufe, for this time forgives. In future, whoever is known to attempt any thing 
of the kind, or in any way behave improperly to the Nabob, may depend on be
ing puniflicd with the utmoit feverity particularly the non-commilTioned officers, who 
ought to know better, and whole particular bufinefs it is to prevent luch ir
regularities.

This order to be read and well explained to all the troops at evening roll- 
calling.

A  true Copy. Thomas Parkifon, Secretary..

The Hoard can only exprefs their wilh that General Smith hud confidercd their 
application to him in the light it was really intended, that o f juftifying their cond aft in 
a matter, which, from the report which prevailcd,feemed to reflcft on this^Government j, 
and that he might have an opportunity of vindicating himfelf from the reflexions 
which might be caft on him, for fuffermg an infult offered to the Nabob, in the per- 
fon o f  his Son, to pafs unnoticed.. If General Smith had, on our firlt application, 
given us the like information lie has done now, and had tranfmitted to us a copy o f 
the above general order given out by him on the occafion,,we £hould have thought 
any further enquiry unnecellary^

2 Extrail
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Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefident and Council at Fort St. George, in tbeir M ilitary 
Departmenty Monday le^ h  Auguji^ 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jofias D u Pre, Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

John Smith George Stratt<jn
Henry Brooke John Whitchill
«-■ ■" '■— ... - Samuel J.ihnfon
John Maxwell Stone George Mackay.

R E A D  the following letter from Brigadier-General Jofeph Smith ;

To the Honourable Jo fia s  Du P r i  Efquire^ Prefident <md Governor, &c. Council o f
Fort St. George^

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

W H E N  1 addrefled the Honourable Board on the i i t h jnftant, to folicit their 
permifEon to rcfign the command of the troops, an impedimciit arofe that had noc 
occurred to me, and which it was thought neccflary fiiouW lac removed tre the re- 
fignation took place; and having now endeavoured all in my power to give the 
Honourable Board that fatisfadlion, I am Induced again to renew my former requcft;, 
and at the fame tmie beg leave to afilire the Members o f that Honouiable Board, that 
whatever dilputes may have arifcn while executing the public lervice, with me they 
arc entirely forgot; and I declare, neither difgult, nor î ny other motive of dilconjcnt 
towards the Honourable Board, urges me to this folicitation, but an ardent defire o f  
revifiting my native Ibil after a fervitudeof 22 years; and I can do it with the greater 
pleafure, fince the command will devolve on an Officer ^Sir Robert Fletcher) whofe 
abilities as an Officer have been proved to the world; and who, 1  am ccrtain, will 
always exert thofc abilities to the public good.

W ith my warmeft wifhes for profperiry to the Honourable Company’s affairs in- 
this country,, and every poflible lucceis to you. Gentlemen, I rcmala with all 
rcfpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,.

Your moft obedient fervant„
Vipery,.

24th Aiiguft, 17/2,. J O S E P H S M I T  H»
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A gr£bd, T h a r  Gfrferal Smith’s rcfignitionbe acccptcd, and that a letter be wrote 
liim informing him thereof,

Jof. Du Pre 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John Whitehtil 
Samuel Johnfon 
J. M . Stone 
Geo. M ackjy.

Extras o f  P ro ceed in g  o f  the P refident and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitary 
Departmenty Mondc^, 3 1 /  Augujl, <17 j i *

P R E S E N T ,  ‘

Jofias Du Pre, Enquire, Governor, Prefident.

Sir Robert Fletohcr John Smith
--------------------------  Henry B rO oke

John Whitehill -----------------
Samuel Johnlon John Maxwell Stone.

T H E  following letter to General Smith is now figned:

SV Brigadier-G eneral Smith.

• S I R ,

W E  have received your letter o f the 24th inftant, and have, in confequence o f  
your requeft, accepted of your refignation.

Your zeal and attachmen* to the Company’s fervice in the courfc o f our admini- 
ftration need no teftimony ; and if  we offer our’s, we hope our Honourable Em 
ployers and you will receive it as ajuftice which we owe to both.

W e receive great fatisfaflion in the cordial declaration you make towards u s: 
differences in opinioa upon public meafures ought never to go beyond thofe mca- 
fures; with us they never have ; and it is with truth and fincerity we wifh you all 
happinefs.

W e  are with real efteem. Sir,

Your moft obedient humble fervants,

■Fort St. George, ^
3 tftA u g u ft, 177a. J O S .  D U  P R E ,  &c. Council.

Exira^
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Extract o f  Proceedings -of the PreJiJeftt and Council at Fort St. George, in their M ilitaiy 
"Department, Monday, i^fth September, 1772.

, P R E S E N T ,

' Jofias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Sir Robert Flctcher John Smith
Henry Brooke John W hitehill

Sanrtucl jAhnfon

a p p e n d i x . N o. X X V I .  ' 1 0 3 7

John Maxwell Stone George Mackay..

ExtraB o f  L etter from  the Nabab o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du Pr^, dated ^otl)- 
Aaguji, and receiv ed  \Ji September, 1772.

E N C L O S E D  I fend you a memorial from the Officers o f the Circar’s troops, re
ceived through the channel o f Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder. What they rc refcnt is 
this: “  That the Company’s Officers, during the late campaign, kept them equally 
“  under their command with the feven battalions of theCircat’s Sepoys which were 
“  at that time in the camp, and made ufe of their ferviccs a'fo, in the fame man- 
“  ner as they made ufe of thofe o f the faid Sepoys or the Compaay’s troops; as all 
“  your Officers know : that fuch being the ufe, what reafon can be affigned why 
“  thev fhould not partake o f the gratuity of the five Lacks o f Rupees, or Star Pago- 
“  das 145,714, and the Maravvar and Nalcooty money ? and that if, notwithftanding 
“  all this, they are not permitted to partake thereof, the fame appears contrary to juf- 
“  tice.” My friend, there were 5000 of the Circar’s horfc, and five battalions of the 
Circar’s Sepoy, befides the troops of Tondiman, and the Vencaiaghery Zemin
dar, employed on the expedition againft Tanjore; at the taking of Ramanaut and Nal- 
cooty, and in the efcorting o f provifions, there were in the camp likewife a part o f 
theCircar’stroops,under the command of the Company’s General, who were employed 
on the former hard and fevere fervice. The redudion of Ramanaut and Nalcooty 
turned out, as I told you it would, no very difficult matter. I f  the Circar’s troops 
are not permitted to partake o f the above money, it is a piece o f injufiic* done to 
them, and at the fame time difgracing them among their competitors. You are wife; 
the doing jultice herein refts on your honour and wifdom Iidvife me therefore 
of wnat appears to you proper, that I may fend an anfwer to the Circar’s. 
Officers.

A Tranjlation o f  a Memorial from the Circar’ Officers to the Nabob, dated \ jth^ and received
by the Nabob, i^ th  Augujl, 1772.

t h e , memorial of all the Circar’s Officers, who were prefent on the expedition 
againft Tanjore, Ramanaut, and Kala-Koil, to His H'ghncfs the Nabob. Your 
Memuruilitls beg leave to re;)refenf, that Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, as an Enaum 
®r gratuity to the Company’s troops for the Tanjore expedition, agreed to-pay the
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fum offivc Lacks and ten thoufand Rupees ; bcfu’cs another fum in lieu o f the ele
phants, money, &c. found at Rajiianaut, and another fnull I'um in lieu o f the 
cffc(fls of K ala-K oil: the two latter fuins were payable in three months. W e, the 
Memorialifts, are the fervancs o f yoar Highnefs, and executed che Circar’s bulinefs 
at Tanjore, Ramanaut, and Kala-Koil, in the fame manner as the Company’s 
troops. The Company’s people at that time faid, that the whole o f the ready 
money, efFedts, & c. &c. atj Ramanaut were propertyt; and that if  Oindat-ul- 
Omrah Behauder did not agree to give them an equivalent, they would take the 
whole o f the faid goods, cftcdls, &c. and divide the fame according to every man’s 
proportion; in whjch cafe wc, the Memorialifts, (hould have come in for our pro
portion. Your Memorialifts beg leave further to reprelent, that if  the Company’s 
troops have a right thereto, \vc, your Memorialift', have alfo a right thereto; for 
the Company’s troops only a£t in fupport of your Highnefs, whereas we a.c the 
Servants of your Highnefs j and in the affair of Kala-Koil, the Topafs company, 
and Captain Matthews’s troops, advanced before the reft o f the army, and were 
the firft engaged with the enemy, and ftormed and entered the place. On a for
mer fervice, your Highnefs was pleafed to fay, that we lliould have our Iharfc- o f 
■what your Highnefs might give to the Company’s troops; we, your Mcmona!ift.«, 
therefore recjueft your Highnefs would honour us herein fo far as may be juft, 
or cll'e we ftiall be difgraced throughout the whole world.

May your Highnefs’s years and pror}>eriry laft for ever !

N, B. At the bottom o f the Memorial it is faid to be,— The Memorial o f the 
Circar’s faithful Servants,

‘  Captain Alexander Captain Maniti
Captain Goodair Cap'.ain Loudon, &:c.

The. Prefident acquaints the Board, that as we had no copy of the Nabob’s 
agreement refpefting Kala-Koil, he applied to the Agent for the fame, a tranlla- 
rion o f which he now lays before the Board as follows:

This is the writing the Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrah Bihauder has given under his 
own feal to the army ofGeneral Jofeph Smith Behauder; namely, that he will pay to 
fhe faid army, into rtie hands of whatever perfon he may appoint on behalf t icreof 
to rect;ive the fame, in the term of three months, the fum of 50,000 Star Pagotias 
on which account lie has given this agreement. Dated 27th June, 1772, 
the Chriftian Era, or the 24th o f the moon Hiibbee de lauvul, o f the Hegyra Era.

T he Prefident alfo lays before the Board a draught o f an anfwer which he has ]>rc‘  
pared to be wrote to the Nabob, which the Board approve.

From Governor Du Vri to the Nabob o f  the Carnatick, dated i p b  September^ 1772*

I H A V E  had the honour to rcccive your Excellency’s letter o f the 30th of A uguft : 
the fubjeft is o f fo great importance, it cannot admit o f a dccifive opinion *roin

z niej
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me • for to which fide focver I turn I find fupportlng and objedling reafons. That re
wards to n^rit are great incentivt'S ro noble and Ipuitrd actions all men muft grant; 
that the benefits thrown indil^rnminatciy amongft goo<̂  and bad have the very contrary 
efl'e<S deny; but to preach i'uch general maxims to cxpedinpnunr^bers, were
as fruitlefs as to reafon with the winds or fea. Perhaps a rr,i,p(}riring.*condui5t, 
under the prefent circumftances, may be beft j by which I mean to lay, that wliat- 
evcr courle your Excellency fhall think fit to cake in rel'pcdt to what is paft,
ii ihall not be taken as a rule and precedent; and I fhall be ready and willing to 
concert with vour Exccllency what may be proper, in future operations, to prevent 
the cmbarrafrmeiits that now occur.

H aving thuj, from a fincerlty of heart, taken the liberty to ofi'er without refcrve 
fuch general reflexions as occurred to me on the fubjeft, I procced with equal 
franknefs to reply to the particular matter ftated in your letter.

When the various corps of troops arc united in one caufe and in one ferv ice, to 
reward the one and not the other mud caufe envy, difuniori, and difgull; unlels it 
be in cafes where particular rewards are bellowed on particular m erit: this is a 
general mnxim, founded on the principles of human nature, and cannot be contro
verted. It leems not necefTary at prefent for me to fiiggeft what may have been 
your Excellency’s inducement to oiler a gratuity  ̂ I fliall only beg leave to fay, that 
in refpc(5l to the five Lacks and ten thoufand Rupees, or Pagodas 145,714, 
wliich your Excel'ciKy, in your letter to me o f the 29th May 1772, offered as a 
prefent, out o f your own free will, to the Officers, Soldiers, &c. who were oji the 
Tanjore expedition, I did underftand that your Excellcncy’s meaning and iruen- 
tion was to give that fpecifick fum to the Company’s Officers and Soldiers, & c. 
employed on the expedition, rcferving to yourfelf to reward your own troops fe- 
)arately, in fuch luauner as you fiiould think fit; nevcrthelefs as your Lxcel- 
ency muft certainly be the bcft inteipreicr o f your own intentions, and as the fum 

oflei-ed is a free gift and bounty, it refts entirely with your Exccllency to dw in it 
as you fliall tJiink proper.

T he cafe in refpcft to the taking o f Ramanaut appears to me to be very dilTerent 
from that of'T'tmjore •, for the fort of Ramanaut being, as I underftand it, tuken by 
Aorm, the etKdls found therein were deemed tlie property o f the captors j and 
ill confideration of the captors’ relinquifhing their claim, and furrendtring thofc 
effects to the Civcar, your Excellency’s Reprcfentative, Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, 
did enter into an engagement to pay to each Olficer, &c. a certain fpecific /UlU ; fo 
that, whether this agreement be conftrued to extend to the w'hole ot the troops 
employed i n that fervice, or only to the Company’s troops, every O/Ticcf, See. olf 
the Company’s appear, by the tenor of the agreement, to be entitled ro that tpccific 
fum j ; nd it does not reft with them or with me to determine, or even to judge o f 
the rights or pretcnfions of the others.

The cafe in refpc(5l  to the capture o f Kala-Koil di/Ters from the other tw o: that 
place was taken by ftofm like Ramanaur, and in like manner the tlfedts found 
therein were given up to the Circar: but whereai, in iht cafe o f Ramanaut, a par
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tlcular funi i<5 cxpreflej to be paid to cacii particular perfon i io that o f  Kala-Koil 
thc- fuiii o f fifty tlipufand Pagodas is agreed by Omdat-ul-Qmrah Behaudet to be 
paid to the ai roy of General J.ol'cph Smith Bchauder. The words fc*tamly implv the 
■whole armyi- it is however rcprelented to me, tiiat.it was underftood chc Offii«rs 
o f the Company’s troops to have been intended for tiieir proportisn o«ly ; itanuft 
fed with your ExccUcncyto determine as to you (hall liens'jutt..

Extra£i o f  Proceedings o f  the Prefiiertt and Comcil at Fort St. Gewgiy t 'H theit'-M ilrtaiy:.
Dcparimetit, Monday-, l ^ t h  September, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jbfias Du Pre Efquire, Governor, Prffulent- , * '

Sir Robert Fletcher John Smith
Henry Brooke John Whitehill
Chaifles Smith Samuel Johnibn
John Maxwell Stone George Muckay,.

L E T T E R  from Captain Matthews road as follows :

To the Hcmurahk JoJtas Du P re Efquire, Prefident and Governor, id c. .Count:il o f
Fori St. Geor.ge.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

T<HE day I arrived at Madras I received a mcflage from the NaboB By ^  
Dobalh to this purport, “  That the Nabob had no further occafion for me, and’ I. 
“  might go to my duty in the Company’s fcrvice.”  Being cerfniVi' of 
given him no real caufe of treating me thus injurioufly, I‘ felt this abrjpt' di”  
iniflion with all the force of the intended indignity ; to add to it, Mader ul-M ulk 
Bchauder hath frequently exulted upon my bemg, as he exprefies it, turned'b it o£ 
bis Father’s fervice.

In a converfation with the Governor the day afrrr my arrival, I he^rd that 
Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder had >vrotc to his Father heavy complaints o f my be
haviour to him at Kaia-Koil. As 1 am fenfible they are void o f truth, I may 
with reafon be apprchenfive of othet  ̂ equally unjuft from the fame quarter,, 
which aiay not come to my knowlfdge time enough to prevent the milchief in
tended n« i I therefore fhaJl trouble you with a circumftaniial relation o f wh&t. 
did happen on the 25th and 16th of lall June, which was the caulc o f the part 
I a6ttd on the 2.7th.

Kala-Koil w»s taken by furprize the 2 5th o f  June, 1772, by a party under thfe 
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour. Great quantities of money, many 
jewels, plate, and valuable clothes wrrc found; ten elephants,, forty horfes, and a 
number of, bullocks. Licuteiiant-Coloncl Bonjour perceiving a general plunder,

dcfired
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defired the Officers to put a ftop to it, and caitfe every thing to be carrcd to the 
Palace. Some Officers told him they conceived they had a right to what m ight be 
found in the place, as it was taken by affault; he replied, he knew it very w ell; that 
it was his intention all perlbns concerned fhould have due proportions; that his 
detachment only had a right to it, which if any one attempted to deprive them of, 
jie would give up the piace to be plundered ; he thought the value o f the effcfts 
might be four Lacks or Pagodas. One man afked protedion o f Captain Cotgrave, 
promifing to Ihew wliere immenfe trcal'ure was iiid this perfon he delivered ta 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, and heard no more o f him.

T he 26th' in the morning, the General, the Nabob, and-many Officers of ths 
army, went to the fort. T he General congratulated Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour’s 
Officers on their fuccefs, faying that every thing belonged to than, the army not 
being entitled to a part. The Nabob was perleftly happy at the capture o f the 
place, becaufe,.as he faid, it was not his intention to make peace witli the Nalcooty 
Folligars ; and afked th i Officers what they would take for their fliares o f  prize- 
money. T he Gentlemen, by defire o f Lieutenant-Colonel lionjour, were called to
gether ; they made a demand in writing o f three thoufand Pagodas for a Subaltern, 
fix thoufand for a Captain, and in that proportion for the feveral ranks.

T he Nabob, the General, and others, went to the place where the treafure was 
fecured 5 the Nabob looked at it, â d̂ was anxious for the departure o f every perfon; 
he made their ftay very Ihorr, and defired the things might be taken great care 
o f  : fometime afterwards our centinels were relieved b̂ y the Nabob’s.

I t  was rumoured that the Nabob had made fome inadequate propofals; thal the 
Officers o f the army had protefted againft any agreement with the Nabob or any 
other perfon for aranfom, without the confent o f all parties; and that the General 
Aiould fay, if Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour’s Officers did not agree to the propofals, 
they probably might not get any thing. Great confufion, in confequence o f the dif
ference, enfued} at length the General made known that he had preyailed on the 
Nabob to give fifty thoufand Pagodas, o f which Lieutenant Colonel Bonjour’s de
tachment were to receive as much as the Officers o f the army were promlfed for Ra- 
cnanadaporam, and the remainder divided equally among the whole. Dr. Duffin 
told fome o f Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour’s Officers, that the General fuid, if tĥ -y 
did not agree to this, he would order them out o f the fort, put his Grenadiers 
over the palace, and that they fliould not have any thing.

The evening o f the 26th, Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour’s Officers fent me word ( f  
was at the diftance o f 9 miles from K ala-Koil, at the edge o f the wood) they were 
»pprehenfive of their being deprived o f their right, to r  want o f fome perfon to 
fpeak for them; defiring 1 would not fail being with them the next morning. I 
went, and heard what I have related, and much more. They were much chagrined 
that the General fhould attempt to force them to a compliance, and at Liturr- 
Daiu Colonel Bonjour’s paffive behaviour, after making them fuch promifes on rhe 
25th; fur fome o f them had delivered up feveral thoufand Pagodas, upon being
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afliired o f  a fliare o f the w hok. T hey dfckred they would not confcnt to fuch a 
trifling compcnlation a6 the General fcemcd to tliink fiifficient, and rcqueftcd me 
to tell Lieutcnant-Colonel Bonjour their fentiments j I did fo, and defired he 
would acquaint the General with them; he faid he would; went, and brought me 
word, that theGeneral would be glad if  I would p6mt out the means to lettle the 
matter. I aflted his permiflion to fpeak to the Geocral, which he readily granted, 
faying his indifpofition was the caufe o f his religmng every thing to him, and 
hoped it would be iiettlcd to the Officers* fatisfaftion.

I told the General, that the Officers o f Lieutenant-Coloncl Bonjour’s detach
ment had defired me to afTure him, that they would not agree to the terms o f  a 
ranlotti faid t o  b e . making with the Nabob for the treafure, & c. in K a la -K o il; 
that they did think fifty thoufand Pagodas was not an eighth o f  the value o f the 
effefts in the place \ and requefted he would be pleafed not to fettle with the 
Nabob but to tlieir fatisfadbion; and that a true eftimate might be known, they 
hoped he would take off the Nabob’s centinels, put on tlie Company’s, and per- 
jnit an inventory to be taken; after which we fhould be capable o f judging o f 
terms adequate for ranfoniing fuch things as we could not readily value j becauft 
they held the fpecie in the brafs pots to be full as good as any the Nabob could 
give. T he General faid the Officers had agreed; that he had finiihed the bufinels 
with the Nabob, and that it could not be altered; that he did not think the 
Board would con£bnt evea to that.* I replied,“lihe Officers had not agreed, and 
would ftand to the confequence o f refufing to a ^ e  to the Nabob’s laft propofals, 
and refer the matter to the Governor and C ouncil; fo that he fhould fecure the ef- 
fedls. T he Nabob had not figned the bond at this tim e; 1 faw it in his handj 
he fftid it was not proper, and would have one wrote o f  only two lines, or fomc- 
xhingxo the fame purpofe-

"When I informed Lieutcnant-Colonel Bonjour’s Officers o f  this, a reprefentation 
■was determined on to be given to Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, to be made known 
to  the General, and a proteft for the Nabob. Thefe we fent about 9 6’clock in 
the morning o f the 27th, and had 00 meflage from the General until near four in 
the afternoon, which was in words to this effcfl:, “  T hat i f  he heard a word <of th e '

matter, he would fend Captain Matthews and the other Officers prifoners to
Madras’*.

I jiever fpoke a fyllable to Omda£-ul-Omrah Behauder concerning the prize- 
money-

As I hope m y  condud as an Officea: has hitherto met with your approbation, 
and as this prejud^d abufire treatment from the Nabob W aulau Jau, 6 cc. &c. 
irefpefts the fervice in general, I humbly requeft your Honour, & c. will be pleaftd 
lo  take fuch meafurcs as (hall appear to you moft proper to do me juftice.
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. I cannot h d p  remarking, that to oblige the Nabob, I declined the honour and 
advantage o f the command o f a troop o f above one hundred ftrong, which was 
offered to me upon the death o f Capcam Cowley.

I am, witli great relpeft.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Y our moft obedient humble fervant,
Madras,

September 21ft, 1772. R IC H A R D  M A T T H E W S .

T h e whole tranfaftion refpefting K ala-K oil, as far as has come before the 
Board, appears fo confufed and intricate, that the Board cannot with prcmriety pafe 
a precife judgment thereon; they can, however fay, that Captam Matthews, 
from his general conduft as an Officer, has always merited their good opinion.

Tof. D u Pre 
Rob. Fletcher 
John Smith 
Henry Brooke 
John W hitehill 
Charles Smith 
Sam*. Johnfon 
J . M. Scone 
Geo. M ackay.

Extras of Proceedings of tW Prefdent and Council at Fort St. Geor;ge, in tbeir Miiitafy
Department̂  ^dOilober, 1772.

T H E  Nabob having, in a letter received ycfterday, reprefented that the Colleries 
in the diftrifts o f Ramanaut and Sevaganga were colle^ing their forces, and that 
it would be neceflary to reinforce Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour, to enable him to 
reduce them ; which he thoi^ht Ihould be effefted before any thing was attempteds, 
againft. the Polligars in the Tinnevelly country, and therefore propofed that M a
jor Braithwaite Ihould immediately proceed and join Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour.

* • . m

From the 2iabob o f  the Carnatick to Governor Du Pre^ dated and received  o.d O£iober,
1772.

I H A V E  lately received advices that the Colleries have joined together, and are 
raifing difturbances in the diftrifb o f Ramanaut and Sevaganga; I arn fo requefl 
therefcire that you will be fo good as to order Major Braithwaite, who is let out for 
Tinncveliy, firft to i^nini t ^  Collery difturbers; and after every thing is fettled 
to our fatisfaftion refpedtitjg them there, to proceed to T inn evelly; the fooner 
this order is fent the belter. By God’s BlcflTing I fliall difpatch M ader-ul-M ulk 
Bchauder alfo to his affiftance, with two battalions o f  Sepoys, and the iftreg i-

I menr



ment o f cavalry, in order that the punilhmcnt o f the Collcries may be efFec- 
rually a c c o m p li fh e c t  by OmHat-ul-Omrah Behauder and Colonel Bonjour, their 
ading on one fide, and M adcr-uhM ulk Behauder and the Major on the otlict. 
I have repeatedly before mentioned this matter to you in coaverfation. You will 
be fb kind as to order the Major 10 remain wijth Omdat-u4-Omrah Behauder, 
until Mader-ul-Mulk Behauder lhall join the army, when, as it was before deter
mined on, he will ait with M ader-ul-M ulk Behacdcr.

W hat can I fay more ?

In the Naboh*s Hand,

'YQ ^R'kijidnefs in this matter is requifite.

In confcquence o f which the following letter was immediately difpatched.

To Lieutenant-ColonfI Ronjour.
S I R ,

T H E  Nabob having reprcfcnted ro us, that it is neceflary you fhould be rein
forced, in order to- enable you the more efFedtually and expeditioufly to re
duce to obedience the Colleries, who are now in arms, and raifing difturbanqes 
in the diftrifts o f Ramanaut and Sevaganga, we have this day fent orders to 
Major Braithwalte to join you with his detachment, if  you fhall think it proper ; 
we enclofe you copy o f our orders to him, in confequence o f which you will 
pleafe to fend him immediately fuch inftrudtions as you fhaU think the fervice 
requires.

» W c  are, Sir,

Your moft obedient fervants.
Fort St. George,

3d Oftober, 1772. J O S .  D U  P R E ,  CounciJ.

Extract o f  Proceeding: o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George^ in their MiUtary 
Departmentj Monday^ i g t h  0 Sober^

P R E S E N T ,
Jofias Du Pr^ Efquire, Governor, Prefident.

Sir Robert Fletcher John Smith
Henry Brooke John W hitehill
Charles Smith Samuel Jbhnfon
John Maxwell Stone George M ackay

ExtraB o f  L etter from  Lieutenant-Coknel Bonjour to the P refident and Council, dated, 
Camp near Covenoory Sth O£ioi>er, 1772.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

G R E A T  confufion ftill fubfifts in the Marawar, and indeed I cannot forefce 
when it will be calmed, confidering the innovations which the Nabob’s government

may
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m ay introduce or propofe amongft thcfe people. As I cannot place any depfndance 
in the Nabob’s troops, who arc difperfecl over this country, and on accounr o f the 
taking o f the fort o f Camcry by the enemy, I have ordered Captain Browne’s bat
talion to join me, not knowing what turn affairs may take to the fouth; fhould it 
be a favourable one, this battalion may be in rcadinefs at any time to join Major 
B ra i ih w a ite ’ s c’ e t a c h m e n t .  The above forr, which is the bell in the country, has 
fince been abandoned by the enemy.

I have the honour to be, with profound refpedt.

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient humble fervant.
Camp near Covenoor,

6th Odober, 177a. A . B O  N J O U R .

Board's M inute.

AS Lievitenant-Colonel Bonjour muft, from his knowledge o f the country, and 
the difpofition o f the inhabitants, be the beft judge o f the tneafures neccffary to be 
taken for reducing.the Naut Colleries, and for maintaining peace and quietnefs 
in the diftridl of the Marawar PoUigars, it muft be left to him to take fuch fteps, 
with the concurrence o f Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, as ftiall appear moft expedient 
for that end.

Extract o f  Proceedings o f  the Prejident and Council at Fort St. George, in their  M/i«
tary Department, z i d 0 3 ober,

ExtraEt o f L etter from  the Prejident and Council to Lieutenant-Coknel Bot^cur^

W E  have received your letters o f 20th September and 6th inftant.

You, who are on the fpot, muft be the beft judge o f the meafures neceflary to 
be taken for keeping the Marawar country in fubjedtion, and for reducing the Naut 
Colleries, as you are beft acquainted with the nature o f the country and the difpo- 
fuion o f the inhabitants; we muft therefore rely on your prudence to take fuch 
fteps, with the concurrence of Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder, as may appear beft: 
calculated for eftablrfhing and maintaining peace and'qiuetnefs in th^fe diftridU. •
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HxtraB o f  Procftdlngs o f  the PyefiJent and Courcil at Fort St. Gm^e, in tlm r Afillfa);} 
Department, Monday, iS th  0 Bober, 1772.

P R E S E N T ,

Jbfias Dll Pr^ Efquire, Governor, Prefident.
•  -------- --- - John Sifiith

Henry Brooke John Whitrhill
Charlc? Smith Sam'. Johnfon
John Maxwell Stone George Mackay.

Sir Robert Fletchcr abfcnt.

Letter from Lieutenant-Colonel Bonjour read as follows ;

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

I H A V E  received your letter, enclofing your order to Major Braithwaitc to join 
‘ine with his detachment; as 1 was fenfible that this was in confct|uencc o f the fort 
o f Canicry ba\'rng fallen into the hands o f  the enemy, and that fort being finoe 

•abandoned by them, I propofcd leaving the above detachment in waiting in M a
dura, or it’s environs: but the Nabob Omdat-ul-Omrah Behauder having repre- 
-fentcd to me the neceffity o f his g  )ing to Ramanadaporam, .where he defircd I 
iwooki accompany him with the troops I had then with m e; at the fam e time repre- 
jin tin g th* grea t troubUs in the fecond Marazvar-country^ he rcqueftcd that I (hoojld 
call the detachment under Major Braithwaitc, in order to be difpofcd o f for it’s

C':e&ion. Confidering the matter, I objcded, that not knowing the refources he 
in this country for provifions, I could not, in fuch a feafon, confent to it with

out being perfeftly farisfied on this account; and he not fufficiently clearing this 
point to me, I only confented that Captain Johnfon’s battalion o f Sepoys (hould be 
ilationed at Kala-Koil and Savaganga, where he promifcs that he will l e c  they are 
provided'with provifions for three months. In confcquencc o f this, the above 
Captain Johnfon marched yefterday for the faid place; having prevailed with the 
Nabob to give him the command o f all the forces he propofcs leaving in this coun
try, in order that the whole may be afluated by mcafures relative to the fepport o f 
each party, for which 1 have given to Captain Johnfon fuch inftruftions as I thought 
th e  moft eligible for the purpofe. But give me leave, Honourable Sir and Sirs, to 
reprefent to you, that in this cafe I have afted- more as a man to whom it imports 
to jtft ify  his condufl at any time, than from an opinion that the number of troops 
employed in this fcrvice will an(»'er a wife purpofe. You will fee by my letter to 
H ii Highncfs the Nabob, which, agreeable to order, I beg, after perufal, you will 
tranfmit to him, That fo r c e  o f  arms alone w ill not effeSl the fe t t lin g  and tranqwllity o f  
this country. This I muft enforce, by rcquefting you will fupport my opinion before 
him ; for I  cannot prom ife you any thing favourab le from  the e fera t itm  J  m ty d ir e c t

t04« EXPEDITION AGAINST M ARAW AR AND N ALCO O TY IN 1771



-ichtn they are not fupported by a fyfltm  c f  governm ent, fuitaHe to ib t genius^ cttjioms^ itn i 
f r iv i l e g e s  o f  the people who are to la  influenced by it.

I have the honour to remain, witb p«rfec\: rcfpc(Sk»

Honourable Sir and Sirs,

Your moft obedient and moft humble fcrvant.
Camp near Covenoor,
17th February, 1772. A . B O N  J O U R .

To His Highnefs the Nabob o f  the Carnatiikf ££?<r.

S I R ,

I H  A V E  received the letter yoii have honoured me with, and am extremely 
obliged to your Highnefs for your favourable attention to me, by increafing my 
detachment with the troops under Major Braithwaite ; but am forry to fee 
this country in fuch a ftate o f confufion, as to apprehenti that fcircc o f  arms will 
not '.ave the cfteft o f fettling it. For thefc people, fenfiblc o f their inferiority 
bet r̂e our troops, and a great mimber o f them ftill animated by an attachment 
16 their farm er GoVfmment, have fixed their attention to create a diforder, which 
may prevent your Highnefs from receiving the revenues o f this country; fo tJvat 
a war may be' continued for a long time without encountering an enemy, who 
always avoid engaging when plunder is not in queftion ; by which the Ibllowers 
o f oilr canfip ar>d poor village-people are the greateft fufferers} at the fame tinK 
the expenftrs o f your Highnefs's troops are confiderable, without forefceing a 
probsfertlity t/  ftipplying to them by the produce o f the above country. Csott- 
iidoring this, I have taken the liberty to recommend to the Nabob Omdat-ul- 
Omrah Kehaudcr, fo endeavour to bring Tandavaroy, who it the man of the 
moft infliKnce among them, to your Highnefs's intereft, by offering to him fuch 
terms,' as to make it worth his while to remain your Highnefs’s faithful fervant j 
cvrn by giving him, as he had before, the management o f the whole country j 
which would always be fecured, by your Highnefs having proper garrifons in the 
principal forts, and having fpies over Tandavaroy, whofc power fhould be 
iinnited to the authority o f a renter.

‘ Any thing in my power lhall not be w^anting to fettle matters to the fatisfa6Hon 
o f  ull'parties. T he rains at prefent arc very contrary to the operations o f par- 
rjfanS, 43 '̂ whom only fuccefs may be cxpedled in furprizing the enemy* and 
aakingifome ^ f'their Chiefs prifbners. W ilhing your Highnefs perftafi health, 
■f»nd‘ happy iiiccefs in all your undertaking, 1 Iiave the honour to remain, with 
grat;t«^  and rcf}3€iSl,

 ̂  ̂ Your Highnefs’s moft humble

. and mqft obedient fcrvant.

Camp near Covenoor, A . B O  N J O U R .
16tn Oftober, 1772.

^VR
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